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T O 

HER GRACE 

THE 

Dutchefs of HamiJtony &c. 

M A D A M, 

AT the fame time that the 
Author of the following 

Sheets is very far from thinking 
they have fufficient merit to in- 
troduce them to the countenance 
of the refpe&able Name to whom 
they are humbly dedicated; and 
that his confined fituation ren- 

A 2 dered 



DEDICATION. 

dered it impradticable for him to 
fupplicate Tour Graces permif- 
Iionj yet he flatters himfelf, that 
the conflderations which fug- 
gefted Tour Grace to him as the 
properefl: Perfonage in Great Bri- 
tain to prefent them to, may 
prevail with Your goodnefs to 
judge fomewhat favourably of 
his prefumption. 

The two mofl illuflrious cha- 
racters in the performance, are 
the anceftors of that noble family, 
whofe acknowledged eminence 
could only gain additional luftre 
by a connexion with Tour Grace, 

Whilst the Author was pen- 
ning the tranfcendent virtues and 
Unequalled beauty of Eugenia! 

he 



DEDICATION, 

he could not help thinking of 
the Dutchefs, of Hamilton, 

When he thought of the fair 
Eugenids having tranfmitted to- 
pofterity a progeny, not lefs di- 
ftinguifhed for patriotic heroifm, 
than for every quality which ren- 
ders mankind ufeful and amiable 
in fociety; moft natural was the 
reflection, That the celebrated 
Dutchefs of Hamilton had been 
chofen by Providence to perpe- 
tuate Inch a fucceflion. 

It was for thefe reafons, Ma- 
dam, and for thefe reafons only* 
that he took the liberty to dignify 
the opening of his Work (a flight 
one as it is) with a Name fo il- 
luftrious: for the accomplifli- 

A 3 ments 



DEDICATION. 

ments which compleat Tour 
Grace* chara&er, are fo univer- 
fally aflented to, as equalled by 
few, exceeded by none; that he 
cannot even indulge a vanity of 
concluding it poflible for him to 
be, with greater admiration and 
refpeft than every body elfe, 

MADAM, 

Your Grace’s moll obedient. 

And moll humble Servant, 

The Author. 
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PREFACE. 
AS the reprefentation or perufal of 

Plays, particularly thole of the 
hiftorical kind, although a very rational 
entertainment, may in many cafes mif- 
guide the judgment of an inattentive 
fpe&ator or reader, by fubftituting 
implicitly the matter in the play for 
the genuine hiftory of the times and 
perfons reprefented; our Author hav- 
ing beftovved a good deal of pains in 
examining into the fecret hiftories of 
the Dramatis Perfon&, efpecially of 
thofe brought upon the ftage by the 
celebrated Shakefpear, thought he might 
employ his time worfe, than to com- 
municate what materials he had col- 
lected from his examinations. 

He had begun, and was preparing 
for the prefs a particular Hiftory of 
King Henry VIII. when a friend made 
him an offer of the materials which 

compofe 



PREFACE. 
compofe this Volume, on condition 
that he would give them the firft place 
in his Publication ; and as the Tragedy 
of Macbeth is one of thofe, of the fame 
inimitable Poet, which makes its ap- 
pearance upon the ftage, as often at 
leaR, and with as much applaufe, as 
any other, he chearfully agreed to the 
propofal; and the rather, that few 
memoirs furnifh a feries of more daring 
enterprizes, affe&ing incidents, amaz- 
ing intrigues, and profound plots, than 
thofe which are to be met with in the 
fecret hiftory before us. 

Wi th regard to fads, he has ftridly 
adhered to the materials; but as to the 
language, that being almoft obfolete, 
he has endeavoured to modernize it. 

It may be neceflary to premife to 
cenforious readers, that the modes of 
thinking, ading, and writing, fome 
hundred years ago, (efpecially in the 
northern parts of this ifland) not being 
circumfcribed by the fame rules of de- 
cent policy, by which they have been 

fince 



PREFACE. iii 
lince improved, it was impoflible, 
without deviating from the originals, 
to maintain that inofFenfive chaftenefs, 
with which the memoirs of later ages 
might be tranfmitted. 

Bellona and Venus, how much fo- 
ever diftinft and incompatible are their 
excitements and operations, appear, in 
the days of King Duncan and Macbeth, 
to have been ruling planets : yet he has 
endeavoured, as much as in him lay, fo 
to reprefent fa6ts, that the mind, al- 
though it may be flruck, may be as little 
as poffible fhocked with what is wonder- 
ful ! and without totally fupprefling the 
defcriptive circumftances of the feveral 
amours, he fo far has taken liberty with 
the original, as to purge them of a num- 
ber of indelicacies; if notwithftanding 
of which, fome palfages may ftiil be 
objetted to, as rather luxuriant, the 
reader will at the fame time perceive, 
that every irregular promptitude is al- 
ways cenfured by fome moral refledion. 

A KEY 
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A 

KEY 
TO THE 

LIFE and CHARACTER 
O F 

MACBETH. 

IN the profecution of this plah, as I fnall 
confider it unneceffary to tire the reader 

with tedious genealogical deductions, which 
he may meet with in every general hiftory, 
and which would render this work too vo- 
luminous to anfwer the purpofe for which 
it is intended; I will leave, therefore, all 
the ordinary hiftorical occurrences to be 
found in their proper places, and purfue 
my defign, by entering immediately into 
thofe particulars of each character which 
are the moft entertaining, which may beft 
exhibit the geniufes of my objects, and 
Ihew the connections and difpofitions which 
induced poets to call them forth, as the moft 
eligible fubje&s for Theatrical Reprelenta- 
tions. B It 



( 2 ) 
It was in the nth century, about the 

time of the expulficn of the Danes, and 
while Edzvard the ConfdTbr reigned in Eng- 
land, that Dunlan Vll. reigned in Scotland. 

Duncan was of too foft and eafy a dif- 
pofitio i to be at the head of a government 
divided into a diverfity of factions, every 
one of which making advantage of their 
monarch’s inactivity, laboured to aggran- 
dize their feveral families, without any fort 
of regard to the public-weal. Macbeth, 
who was himfelf of the blood royal, who 
had more penetration, a quicker under- 
ftanding, and a genius better fuited for 
enterprizing, than any of his cotemporaries, 
became foon very confpicuous in this reign. 
His perfon was tall, but exadtly propor- 
tioned ; he had a manly countenance, and 
from his eyes he darted fo much of the 
awful and commanding fpirit, as amongft 
all the other courtiers, ieemed to indicate 
him die fitted: for fway. To that manly 
deportment, which fo diftinguilhingly fe- 
cured him the relpe£t of men, he could at 
pleafure accompany it with fuch a graceful 
and engaging addrefs towards the ladies, 
as no lefs effe&ually recommended him to 
them: and as the gentler paflions held, at 
the fame time, a large place in his conili- 
tution, with thofe of a more ambitious and 
daring nature, whilit he commanded the 

vene- 



( 3 ) 
veneration of the one fex, he rarely failed 
of infinuating himfelf into the approbation 
of the other. So that, had the natural en- 
dowments of his mind ancl perfon been 
fomev/hat better tempered with the virtues 
of moderation and juftice, and had he 
reached at the feeptre by no unfair means, 
as he was perfe<5tly qualified to govern, 
and poffefled every requifite talent to fub- 
due the contentions which, in that reign of 
indolence, had diftrafied the people of his 
country, his name might have been tranf- 
mitted to pofterity with more of the Hero 
than the Tyrant. 

In the fame century, and before the re- 
formations which were accomplifhed by the 
good king Edward^ England had in like 
manner fuffered by inteftine divifions: and 
it being from fome private memoirs of a 
noble family of this kingdom (rf) that 1 have 
gathered many of the more genuine and 
interefting circumftances concerning the 
tranfaftions, both in England and Scotland, 
for that aera, than I have found any where 
elfe, fo far as thefe relations fliall appear 
to me to be more beautiful and natural 
than the accounts of other writers; I will 
ilick pretty clofely to them, and, regard- 
lei's of \vhat critics may fay, I fhall not 
bluih, when I borrow materials as often as 

(a) The noble fanrtily vf Howards. 
B 2 I can 



( 4 ) 
I can fee that my defign will thereby be 
improved. 

Belides the memoirs already mentioned, 
accident flunginto my hands the remains 
of fome old manufcripts found amongll 
charters and original papers, in the pof- 
leflion of one of the moll ancient families 

North Britain, the old family of Cummin, 
now Gumming of Altyre. The authen- 
ticity of the manufcripts I do not take up- 
on me to eftablifh, any farther than from 
theprobability which runsnaturally through 
them, and that they reprefent a more in- 
terefting, as well as a much more enter- 
taining review of thefe times, than is to be 
collected from the many contradidtory opi- 
nions of various authors who have hitherto 
treated of them. 

It was in this reign, that Edmund, the 
reprefentative of one of the noblelt families 
in England, from the reientment of in- 
jultice which he conceived to have been 
done to himfelf and family, had abandoned 
the capital, and betaken himfelf, with his 
beloved fpoufe Bertha, to a retirement up- 
on the river Kibble, in Lancajhire, there 
to enjoy a more folid happinefs than he 
imagined could be found within the more 
fplendid circle of a court. It was in this 
peaceable retirement, that an accident in- 
tervened, which furnilhes a molt affeding. 



C 5 ) 
amufing, and diftindt account of the in- 
trigues of thefe days in the palaces of Scot- 
land ; and it is from that, compared with 
the manufcripts and other memoir, that I 
propofe to prefent the reader with a rela- 
tion of fuch circumftances as appear to be 
confident, in order to complete the illuftra- 
tion of Macbeth's enterprizes, character 
and reign. 

One agreeable morning in the month of 
May^ the fplendour of the rifing fun, (hoot- 
ing forth his beams through the cleared 
aether that poetic fancy can imagine, in- 
viting the more temperate and diffidently 
repofed of the human race, firft to glorify 
the Creator for their prefervation, and for 
the fecure enjoyment of that fweet repofe v o. 
they have'jatfi arifen from; and next, 
contemplate the various bounties of'nature, 
juft frelhened by the vegetating moifture 
of night, now beginning, with opening 
foliage, to exult beneath the powerful rays 
of Phcebus : Edmund, with his amiable 
companion, had left their rural habitation, 
and by reciprocal meditations, felicitated 
each other, according to their daily cuftom, 
upon their undifturbed fttuation; and to 
confirm a healthfulnefs, known only to in- 
nocence and fweet retirement, they now 
ftept forth to breathe the fragrance of the 
morning air. They purfued an agreeable 

B 3 walk 



( 6 ) 
walk towards the beach on the fea-fide, 
which being here and there overhung by 
the natural ruins of fome fhaggy rocks, at 
the fame time diverfified and beautified the 
rural landlkip of their delightful abode. 
The fea was then in a profound calm, and 
but by a fuperior clearnefs and extenfion, 
fcarcely diftinguifhed itfelf from the ftilleft 
lake. By the now fo tranquil borders of 
that fometimes fo noify and bluftering ele- 
ment, this happy pair courted the refrelh- 
ing breezes, which then Ikimmed to them 
from alongft its furface-, until the ad- 
vancing fun, having gathered yet increafing 
ftrength, began to convince them of the 
inftability of every human enjoyment, by 
incommoding them with the warmth of 
thole very beams which had, a very little 
while ago, been their pleafure and admira- 
tion ! They therefore looked about them 
for a Iheltering retreat, and were quickly 
invited to one, under the cover of a (hading 
rock, which was alternately paved with foft 
mofs, adorned with wild and wandering 
flowers, odoriferous herbs, and variegated 
fhrubs, irregularly nodding over its im- 
pending parts. In this lhade, invited to 
fympathetic colloquy,— ‘ O my dear Ed- 4 mund, (began Bertha) how much hap- 4 pier are we in this virtuous retirement, 
‘ than in all the falfe fplendour of a court, 

‘ where 



( 7 ) 
‘ where ambition, envy, malice and felf- 
‘ intereft, formed into bafe plots, never 
‘ iuffer true pleafure to tranquilize thofe 
‘ deluded fools, who there court their own 
‘ undoing   ‘The purfuit of man- 
* kind, my beloved Bertha, (replied the 
‘ grave Edmund) is as contradictory and 
* abfurd, as were the debates of the old 1 philoibphers about their fupreme good ! 
‘ One places it in pleafure, another in 
‘ health, a third in dignities, and a fourth 

* in power ! Thus every one gives it chace 
‘ by different, yet by devious ways, while 
‘ none come in with the quarry, all having 
* miftaken the fcent; confulting more their 
‘ paflions than their reafon, they always 
‘ magnify the idea, and fo greatly heighten 
‘ the defire, that difappointment attends 
‘ even the fuccefs of their wifhes!—But 
‘ we having conquered thofe wandering 
‘ and uncertain hopes, which depend on 
* things without us, confine our happinefs 
‘ to our prefent poffeflions, to thofe virtues 
‘ which we cherilh in our own breads, and 
‘ which, under the benign influence of an 
* approving Deity, ripens into thofe real 
* pleafures, which, without the vitiated 
‘ palate of ambition, we now begin to 
‘ tafte of •, wifely proving to ouneives this 
‘ religious truth, that even oppreffion, 
‘ affliction and difappoirjtment, may lead 

‘ into 



c 8 \ « into the road of happinefs.5 In this 
. fenfible and confoling manner, were this 

//^//'"'amiable and contented couple gratifying 7 each other in their prefent enjoyments, and 
fo entirely intent on the fubjedt of their fe- 
licity, that while they yet difcourfed, they 
were inattentive to a fudden change which 

///<;> had bow ftolen upon the face of nature, as 
if it had been exprds, to furnilh them with 
another recent proof of that ficklenefs and 
uncertainty which wait upon all earthly fe- 
renity. A chilnefs, which had crept gradu- 
ally, -and almoft infenfibly, upon them, 
ftopt the courfe of converfation, and they 
were now about removing from the rocky 
fhelter, when they perceived, that the late 
fo placid countenances of both fea and 
air looked more denfe and gloomy; the 
fwelling furges began, in murmurs, to 
quicken their advances to the beach, af- 
fumed the form of v/aves, and foon, with 
hoarfer grumblings, dafhed, with vain fury, 
fucceflively, againit the founding fhore !— 
The Iky loft, almoft imperceptibly, its na- 
tive azure, and was forming into more 
angry looking clouds, which rifing pro- 
grefiively from the limited horizon, now 
fpread with obfcurity the whole expanfe! 
an unformed rain, fputter’d, as if it were in 
combat with the winds, which, from un- 
couth whiftling, fwelled to frightful blufter- 



( 9 ) 
ing, and at length feemed to hurry balls of 
fire and fury throughout the convulfed at- 
mofphere ! contending, leemingly, with the 
roufed, rolling, roaring element below, 
which Ihould ftrike with mightieft horrors 
the aftonifhed mortals! 

Edmund and Bertha B&sf- bethought 
themfelves how they might beft efcape the 
effetts of fuch an awful ftorm : they had 
fauntered too far from their houfe, and 
were fain to regain their covert in the rock, 
into which, penetrating a little farther, 
they found a fafe protection from the in- 
clemency of the tempeft, and had ftill an 
opportunity of viewing its terrors in per- 
fpeCtive. 

After having been cooped up in this 
cave for more than an hour, they imagined 
they fpied at a diftance the appearance of 
a vefiel ftruggling with the jarring billows; 
but as this figure was as often buried in 
the voids, formed between the high-fwelled 
waves, as it could be fometimes difcerned 
on the furface, their notions about it were 
yet only conjectural; but as the wind blew 
from the fea, and the half-wreck’d velfel 
difdaining the power of navigation, they 
could perceive that every violent gull for- 
ced the objeCt nearer and nearer to their 
eye, until at length they could plainly dif- 
cover her to be a galley, in every agony of 

diftrefs; 
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diftrefs; and foon the lamentable fhrleks of 
perifhing mortals affedlingly aflailed their 
pitying ears, till now, more earneft for the 
preiervation of their fellow creatures, than 
anxious about their own fafety: they aban- 
doned their covert, and fighting through 
the ftorm, haftened to the fea-fide, which 
they had hardly gained, when, dreadful to 
relate! the bottom, which until now had 
baffled the force of concuffive billows, 
yielded to the quicker fhock of a hidden 
bank, and foon wras fcattered in divided 
pieces! The pitying fpedVators, filled with 
every compaffionate emotion, vainly rifked 
their own fafety, by fometimes mingling 
with the fpent fury of the waves, the fooner 
to ftretch forth their willing arms for the 
relief of fame fuffering mortals, whom they 
could now diftinguifh had clung themfelves 
to different pieces of the feparated wreck ; 
when looking round them, and the obfcu- 
rity of the fky now giving place again to 
a more reviving light, they obferved, not 
far from them, two venerable forms, like 
Hermits, who feemed to have come down 
to the beach, and to be waiting, with the 
fame heavenly intention, to adniinifter, if 
poffible, medicine to the diftrefied. Some 
mariners who by ftrength and habit were 
abler to labour againft the waves, firft 
found their fafety on the welcome fhore. 



C II ) 
and were comforted by the united en- 
deavours of thofe who hofpitably waited 
for the occafion. But now the eyes of the 
pitying Edmund and his confort were fixed 
upon a plank, which they had difcovered 
to be ftill labouring with the ftorm, and 
yet . a fituation almoft hopelefs, and upon 
which they imagined they alfo faw feme 
human figures. The manly Edmund could 
not long be the beholder only of fuch im- 
minent hazard, but in he plunges among 
the waves, leaving the trembling Bertha's 
foul divided between blame on the ralhnefs 
of h< r love, and the hopes of feeing him 
accomplifh what he fo generoufly dared. 
Whilft he, having exerted the power of 
every nerve, approached the unwieldy 
plank, gained the fartheft fide of it, and 
dextroufly pufhed it to the beach before 
him. What words can paint the lively joy 
which foon difpelled the palid fears which 
had fo exprefiively diftinguilhed themfelves 
o’er every feature of the lovely Bertha^ now 
not only blefied in the fafe return of her 
deareft Edmund; but having feen him, by 
an uncommon exertion of a native refolu- 
tion, be the happy preferver of a wreck, 
richly freighted with a venerable looking 
old gentleman, OJ one younger, and 

(«) Thane of Angus. (*) Lorn, foa to the thane 
of Argyle. 

a beau- 
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a beautiful young lady, (a) whofe appear- 
ances, under all their diftrefs, indicated 
every one of them to be noble. 

The good hermits, not altogether Arran- 
gers to the like woeful cataftrophies, were 
provided with cordials, well calculated for 
fuch affe&ing occafions, by the virtues of 
which, and the returning influence of the 
fun, which had at length triumphed over 
the fudden and violent invafions of the 
tempeft, the youngeft gentleman began to 
ihew figns of unextinguilhed life: opening 
his eyes, and awakening as it were from 
the flumber of death, he fighed out, O! 
my Eugenia!—my Eugenia! have I loft 
thee, and do I live ? Eugenia, who had 
been no lefs the care of Bertha, and one of 
the hermits, began alfo to move with the 
reviving pulfations of life, and uttered 
faintly, in faultring accents,—O! my foul! 
my love! my Lorn ! where art thou ? Far, 
thou can’ft not be! We were too clofely 
linked together for fate to part us !—The 
found, indiftind as it was, catched the 
ready ears of Lorn, and his eyes foon turned 
to whence it came. The unfolding lids of 
Eugenia’s, made her’s now meet the opened 
eyes of Lorn! They looked, fouls full of 

(a) Angus’s daughter. 
thank- 



. ( 'T3 . ) 
thankfulncfs towards their deliverers; aad 
had once more well nigh loft their light, 
by the overflowings of love, in gazing 
wonder, inexpreffible ! at one another !— 
But haftening too fall to banifh every doubt 
of their yet fcarcely credited exiften.ce, 
they hurried to embrace, and funk into one 
another’s 'arms with fuch extreme emotion, 
that reftoringi cordials were again as necef- 
fary as before. Aghin idminiftered ! again 
revived ! fay ! how emphatically the hor- 
rors of the paft tempeft were now conti afted 
by the delicatenefs of all that’s tender ? 

Eugenia's returning fenfes had but juft 
affured her of her own, and of her beloved’s 
fafety, when, with ftill the look of uncom- 
pleted life, fne tenderly enquired, if any 
thing had been feen of a reverend old gen- 
tleman, who had been a companion in their 
fate ? for alas! added Ihe, how greatly 
damped {hall be the prefent hour of joy, if 
it is to be foured with the lofs of a Father ? 
Age, not fo well able to ftruggle with fa- 
tigues as youth, had rendered the recovery 
of the old gentleman more difficult than 
that of either Lorn or Eugenia \ but the 
other hermit, who had adminiftered every 
poffible application to him, finding his re- 
vival yet precarious, was now beleeching 
more affiftance, and every one, more eager 
than another, haftened with help, till at 

C length. 
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length, by chafing his temples, and forcing 
reftoratives down his throat, he began alio 
to fliew marks of returning life ; to fuftain 
which, however, it was plain, that fome 
place more comfortable than the open 
beach was immediately neceffary. The 
houfe of Edmund was too far off, and no 
convenient place fo near as the cottage of 
the hermits, where, although there were 
no extraordinary accommodations to be 
had, yet there were fufficient to procure 
for him home immediate repofe, and fuch 
refrefhment as might fooner enable him to 
proceed a little farther into the country. 

The men all joined in helping the old 
gentleman up the cliffs, and to fupport 
him, until they arrived at a neat hut, the 
cleanly dwelling of our fuppofed Ancho- 
rites. Eugenia followed, accompanied by 
the hofpitable Bertha. And now our whole 
company having entered the hermitage, a 
fire is quickly lighted up, the old gentle- 
man. placed near it, his wet garments re- 
moved, and fupplied with fuch other ap- 
parel as the cottage, could afford ; whilfi: 
t he confiderate Edmund polled home to his 
houfe, and was not tardy in returning with 
dry cloathing alfo for the fair Eugenia, and 
her Z-cr?/, neither of whom could be pre- 
vailed with to leave the hermitage, until 
they could ee the old gentleman in lb pro- 



( *5 ) 
mifing a way, as to be accounted out of 
danger. Pain, and the extremity to which 
he had been reduced, had rendered him fo 
pale, and had fo much altered his look, 
that a moft intimate acquaintance could 
with difficulty have known him yet Ed- 
mund and Bertha, as he began to recover, 
could not avoid obferving, that one of the 
hermits had eyed him with uncommon 
eagernefs, and that whilft he gazed at him, 
fymptoms of ftifled anger, indignation* 
hatred and revenge, were to be read in his 
difordered countenance ! But how foon, by 
the heat of the fire, by dry covering, by 
repeated cordials, and other refrefhing re • 
ftoratives, he began to re-affiime his natu- 
ral graceful appearance, the hitherto fmo- 
thered refentment of the anchorite boiled 
up into the moft violent rage; and juft as 
the half-recovered old man was collefting 
the faculties of foeech, and had begun to 
exprefs his gratitude to Heaven, and to his 
prefervers, the incenfed hermit indignantly 
interrupted him ‘ By heaven (fays he) 

it is he! it is that very villain! that devil 
‘ incarnate! that accurfed minifter and ad- 
‘ vifer to the vileft of all tyrants, Macbeth! 1 How juft, oh$ ye heavenly powers, do 
‘ ye prove yourfelves in all your works ! 4 and in none of them more than this!— 

C sl ‘By 
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* Ry lending this monfter to differ that pu- 
‘ niRnnent, by my hands, which he owes 1 to myfelf, to my family, and to ten thou- 
‘ fand more !—Look on me, Angus! and 1 ,to thy confufion ! recolledl, under this 
^ difguife, the lb much injured Glamis l c that fame Glamis, who has been affronted, 4 ruified, and, to fave that life fo anxioufly 
* purfued, now driven from my native 
‘ country, to wafte out the miferable re- 
‘ .mains cf it in hated exile, and all by thy 
‘ damnable counfel to the molt profligate 
‘ of all tyrants'.-—Behold in that wretch, 
* ye generous Englijh / the moft wicked, 4 the moft. abandoned of the human race ! 
* the bane and deftrudtion of his country ! 
* the ruin of her ancient nobles! the op- 1 preflbr of her people! and the inftru- 
* ment, in the impious hands of Macbeth, 
‘ of butchering the laws and liberties of 4 Scotland?' With thefe laft words he un- 
fheathed a dagger, and, but for the timedy 
interpofltion of the amazed company, he 
had inftantly plunged it in the heart of 
Angus. Fear and .filial piety threw the beau- 
tiful Eugenia between her father and the 
intended blow, and love foon fhot the 
ftunned Lent between .lire Thane and his 
beloved; and diredting his more nervous 
arm to the hand of the furious Glamis,. he 
thence, with difficulty, wrefted the threaten- 



( . i'7 ) 
ing dagger ; and now recognizing Glami^ 
whom he did not fooner know,— ‘ Hold, 
‘ noble Thane! (faid the agitated youth :) 
* Great as thy injuries have been, let not 
‘ the remembrance of them make thee fall 
‘ below thyfelf, below the reputation of c thy arms, of'thy honour and virtue ; by 
* hurrying out of life an old, weak, and 
‘ already half dead gentleman ; who, if he 
‘ has been guilty of the crimes imputed to 
‘ him, has, by a variety of fufferings, in 
‘ fome degree atoned for them. Far from 
‘ now approving of the arbitrary and cruel 
‘ meafures exercifed by or jufti- 
‘ fying the feeming participation that his 
* fituation expofed him to in thefe tranfac- 
‘ tions, he reflects upon them with fincere 
‘ contrition: and fuppofing him to be as 
‘ criminal as you imagine him, and totally 
^ in your power, yet furely it would be 
‘ more in charader for the noble Glamis to. 
‘ confent that he live towafh off that guilt. 
‘ with his tears, which you would ralhly 
‘ punifla with his blood. Know, Glamis, 
‘ (added he) that although I am not un- 
* acquainted with the dreadful accufations 
‘ with which his country have blamed him, 
* yet at the fame time I know that his foul 
‘ is poffefied of virtues, which the times 
‘ and the jealoufy of the tyrant did not per- 
* mit him to enforce. Be therefore, thou. 

C 3 * generous, 
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‘ command thy awakened vengeance,, nor • 
‘ put me to the reluctant necefiity of op- 
‘ pofmg where I have fo much refpedV * 
‘ rot aflure thyfelf, that while Lorn has £ any blood in his veins, none lhall now 

come at the Life of Anri’s■> but through 
‘ tlie heart of Lorn!—Prodigious! (re* 4 plied the hill enraged Glamis) what 

Itrange degeneracy ? what unparallelled 4 bafenefs ? The young Lorn to prated 
‘ that guilty head, by whofe advfce his 4 own-fathef was treacheroufly murdered !• 4 by. whom his relations are robb*d of their- 4- eftates! and thofe who could efcape the 4 dagger or the poifon, forced, like me, to 4 wander into foreign lands,, and to fubfift 4 on the pitying charity ofitraogers !-—Is 4-': it polfible, that any of. the generous blood 4 of the great houfe of Argyll remains to 4" circulate in thy veins, and thou declare 
*• thyfelf the protedor of the bale indru- 
• ment by which thy family has been fa 
‘ exceedingly, opprelfed! Say, was not 4 Angus the very adive foul of. Macbeth ? 
‘ Bid that infernal ufurper perpetrate any. 
‘ mifehief,. or did he contrive the ruin of. 
*• any noble patriot, wdthout fifft c.onfult- 
*■ ing his concurring oracle, the bafe Angus?.. 
*• Ohl Lorn! thou beared the image of thy. 
‘ dear murdered.father in thy face! b.a~, ‘ dafdiz? 
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* fkrdize not thyfelf, nor degenerate from 
‘ the principles of that noble line, which 
‘ have been fo long illuftrious for virtue and 
* for honour 1? 

Embarrafled as the much, affedted Lorn 
now ftood before the wondering Edmund, 
Bertha, the other attentive Hermit, and 
the indignant trembling Eugenia; re col- 
lefting himfelf, with an equal mixture of 
modefly and grandeur, he thus anfwered 
to the ftinging reproaches of the venerable 
Glamis; ‘ If I fhould not be able to juftify 
‘ my honour, and yet defend the life of 
* the father of my dear Eugenia, I will fa- 
‘ crifice both to the feverity of your juftice. 
‘ But be firft a juft judge, lay aftde pafiion, 
‘ which never attends the ear of equity y 
‘ and with cool impartiality hear me plead 
‘ the caufe I am efpoufmg.” 

The compaflionating hearts of Edmund 
and the real Hermit were greatly moved 
with the expreftivenefs which appeared om 
both ftdes of this affe&ing feene; whilft. 
Bertha's, feelings for the labouring diftrefles 
of the fair Eugenia, reprefented her as fo 
much a fharer in her anxiety, that the 
noble Edmund, willing to put an end to 
fuch a melancholy altercation, now inter- 
pofed; and addrefling himfelf to the exaf- 
perated..G/tfw/r, delivered himfelf to this 
effect: That it. was not now the time to. 

difcufs 
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difcufs the intricacies of a queftion, which 
appeared to be fo important to the interefts 
of both the parties; that to complete a 
perfect recovery from thefcr unfpeakable 
dangers from which thofe of one fide had 
been fo lately and fo providentially relieved^ 
it was yet necefiary that they fliould be ac- 
commodated with many other reftoratives ; 
and that for his part, he Ihould not admit, 
that the rules of hofpitality, which now lay 
at his door to give proofs of, Ihould be fo 
unfeafonably tranfgrefled upon, as to be 
immediately interrupted with family con- 
tentions •, and he hoped that the worthy 
Gldmis would, for the prefent at leafl:, fub- 
due the rifings of private revenge, as not 
confident with his own good underftanding, 
nor juftifiable by the laws of the land they 
had come to feek proteflion in. Thele 
remonftrances, which were gravely feconded 
by the real Hermit, who reafoned alfo from 
motives of Chriflianity, which: difcounte- 
nance revenge of any fort, as totally re- 
pugnant to the precepts of that pure reli- 
gion which ought to be the guide and con- 
ductor of all our aCtions. By the joint ar- 
guments of thefe worthy perfons, the lately 
arouled anger of the vindictive Glamis be- 
gan to be appeafed *, and the fenfible heart 
of the abafhed and yet weakly Angus was. 
full, with what it had in vain laboured to 

dilcharge, 
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mund, for this .time, put a flop to ; and 
having provided proper carriages for the 
purpoie, they were all feverally conduced 
to the hofpitable poffeflions of their gene- 
rous protestor. 

The falutary and kind entertainment 
which the ftrangers found in the affectionate 
applications of Edmund and Bertha, pro- 
cured a repofe fo reftorative to them, that 
the next day they were furprifingly reco- 
vered j and even the old Thane of Angus 
was fo much revived, that he was In a con- 
dition to receive the congratulations of 
every one who condefcended to vifit him ; 
but of all the reft, he being the moft an- 
xious to fee the Thane of Glamis, he firft 
expreffed his defire to be tranfported to the 
Hermits cave; but every body, from re- 
gard for him, Oppofing that attempt, as 
yet hazardous ; - Edmund, with the brother 
Hermit, walked out, and fo fuccefsfully 
expoftulated with Glamis, that he was at 
length prevailed on to accompany them in 
a vifit to Angus, who no fooner beheld him 
in his apartment, the frowns which he 
wore on his countenance the preceding 
day, being a good deal foftened, than with 
an air of noble complacency Angus thus ac- 
cofted him :  4 So generous a vifit to 
‘ the man whom I confefs you have but 

‘ too 
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‘ too much reafon to hate, touches me 4 much more fenfibly than all thofe re- 
* proaches with which you loaded me at 
‘ our lail meeting: I wifli for nothing 
‘ more than to convince you, that although 
‘ every appearance, from a too blind obe- 
‘ dience to a tyrannical mafter, is much 
‘ againft me *, yet if you will condefcend to 
* hearken with patience to the fecret hiftory^ 
‘ of thefe times, and will judge candidly of 
* the motives which originally engaged me 
* into that diabolical fcrvice, from which 
* 1 never had it till now in my power to re- 4 tire with fafety •, I flatter myfdf, that even 
‘ the juft and rigid Clamis, if he cannot 
* approve, will at leaft excufe in me the 
‘ involuntary adminiftration of many enor- 4 mities, which were repugnant to my na- 4 ture, but to which I was obliged to lend 4 my name, or, by.myown untimely dearly 4 make place for fome wickeder minifter, 
* who might not ftudy fo much as I did to 4 feafon cruelty with moderation.’ The 
offended Glamis, who could not yec con- 
quer entirely his indignation, was, however, 
extremely difpofed to hear an account of 
the ftrange tranfadUons which had pafled 
in his native country, to which, fince his 
unhappy banifhment, he had been fo totally 
a ftranger •, and well knowing that no other 
perl’on was capable to give fo exadt a hiftory 
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of them, he in the mean time difguifed his 
refentment •, and fignifying to Angus, that 
he would liften with great attention to his 
relation^ Angus was happy in the conde- 
fcenfion j but as the day was rather too far 
fpent, and he yet too weak to undertake 
fo interefting a talk, he propofed, that all 
the gentlemen fhould next morning meet 
in his apartment, and that then he would 
gratify them with the knowledge of fuch 
tranfa&ions as would amaze them to hear, 
and fadly affedt him to relate ; but fuggell:- 
ing that, as for the fake of truth, he Ihould 
be obliged to difplay many intrigues, plots 
and cabals, rather Improper for gentle ears, 
he defired that the ladies, efpecially his 
daughter Eiigenia, as too much perfonally 
concerned in fome of them, might contrive 
for themfelves fome other amufement. 

Every member of this little company 
was more impatient than anotherr until the 
hour Ihould arrive that was to bring them 
together ihfc-next morning. The. Thane of 
Angus was prepared for the meeting, and 
how foon they were convened, and the 
common ialutations of the day performed, 
he proceeded with great precifion and fen- 
fibility through the rqllowing affedting and 
intereilin^ circumttances. ' 
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my appearance in the court of king Duncan 
was very nigh by fo much earlier than his •, 
and as I myi’elF ha<;l met with no unfavour- 
able reception, but was rather regarded as 
one of the foremoft in the courtly circle, I 
had a fhare in Macbeth's introduction, while 
he was yet t?ut one and twenty years,of age. 
His noble and fprightly deportment gained 
a prejudice in his favour with both fexes ; 
and I cannot help acknowledging, that he 
loon made very ftrong imprdlions upon 
me. At that aera there feemed to be a fi- 
milarity in our difpofitions, which in a 
manner pre-occupied one another’s appro- 
bation. We were both tinClured with am- 
bition, but as that had not then rifen to 
fuch a pitch of predominance, as to fubdue 
fofter paflions, we had at the fame time no 
fmall propenfity to the amorous. It was 
therefore, that in the commencement of our 
acquaintance, the greateft lhare of our .im 
dnltry was devoted to Ipve; and intriguing 
with the ladies, employed, in thefe days, 
more of our time than the intrigues of the 
ftate. 

* Amongft all the fair who adorned this 
court, none (hone with fo much influence 
as the two lately married daughters of the 
Thane of Brwd-Albain,Ja<iuenetta and/f«<2- 
bdla. The firft was wife to the Thane of 
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Gaurey, and the other to the Thane of Kyle, 
who were both men of power at court 
but being much more advanced in years 
than their ladies, and not fuppofed equal 
to thofe fires, which the addrefies of the 
gay and gallant, with youth, were likely 
to infpire in the breafts of young perfons of 
their beauty and quality •, thefe amiable 
creatures were greatly expoled to the ar- 
tillery of fweet hearts, better 1’uited to their 
years. Jaquenetta had, 1 blulh to confefs 
it, kindled a flame in my heart, which I 
had not virtue enough to fubdue ; and 
Anabella it feemed had made no lefs im- 
preflion in the bread of Macktb.—It would 
be to give my relation, too much the air of 
romance, to be particular in the various 
ftratagems we employed to feduce them, 
and of the fuccefs which both of us at 
length had our applications crowned with; 
let it fuifice to inform you, that our afliduity 
met with no unfavourable reception, that 
in a fliort time we were happy to our wilh; 
and that it was perhaps owing to the con- 
nexions in thefe amours, and to fome cir- 
cumftances attending them, that firfi: cre- 
ated a confidence, and at laft infenfibly, 
formed fuch a league, between Macbeth 
and me, as it was hardly pofiible to 
dklblve.” 

D It 
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unfuitable at my time of life, as it is in- 
confiftent with my prefent way of thinking, 
to entertain you my friends, with tales of 
love,* and yet as they are in fome refped: 
neceflary to elucidate the contradictions of 
which fo Angular a character wascompofed; 
here you will find the account of Macbeth's 
intrigue with Lady Kyle, as taken from his 
own diCtion,* for in thefe days we were fo 
entirely impregnated with a mutual appro- 
bation, that we began this fixong inilance 
of it, I by recording the relation he gave 
of his affair with Anabella, and he of mine 
with her After,* and it will probably aftonifh 
you to obferve, that a man fo fufceptible 
of the finer touches of amour, could be 
pofiefied of a foul fo capable of rapacity 
and tyranny. It is true, thefe amours were 
founded in guilt, and it is with remorfe I 
now own it, that even the fofteft paflion 
when infpired by criminality can 
only find room in fuch breafts as are 
open to other vices; the influence they had 
in fubfequent tranfaftions makes it necefiary 
to mention them, and your reading them 
over will be a remiffion to me from the fa- 
tigue of the narration.” Edmund took the 
paper and from thence continued the detail 
as if there had been no interruption. 

Macbeth 
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“ Macbeth one night, having an affignatiorf 

with Anabella, to which for the fake of both 
her’s, and his own reputation no mortal was 
privy, he wen£ alone to the rendezvous: 
he was waiting for the agreed fignal, by 
the fide of a garden wall, when his liften- 
ing ears catched the alarm of fome perfons* 
as if advancing from another quarter ; he 
fought in a void by the garden door to 
conceal himfelf, in hopes thofe whom 
he judtged to be approaching, might in the 
dark pafs by, without difcovering him •, 
but contrary to his expectation, they took 
port juft by him; and then he heard one 
of the company, thus, accoft the reft— cc Watch this poft with all care, it cannot 
be long ’ere he come; my intelligence is 
certain ; and how foon he appears, be it 
your care to prevent his efcaping, and- 
thereby to have in his power the diicoyery 
of our enterprize.—Befides the reward f 
have promifed, you will have the fatis-- 
faction of punilhing a man, who has in- 
jured yourfelves, by having obtained thofe 
places once enjoyed by you, for fome of 
his own creatures; when he is difpatched, 
thele places, will be in my father’s power, 
you know my influence with him, and you 
may rely upon my ufing it for men, who 
by the deftru&ion, of my preferred rival, 
Ihall open for me a lefs interrupted paflfage 

D z to 
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to the dear objedt of my paffion.”—Mac- 
beth immediately diftinguilhed by the voice, 
that this cowardly harrangue was uttered, 
by no other than Tburfo, fon to the old 
Thane of Caithnefs, whom he knew to be 
not only his rival in the love of Anabella, 
but one who had fruitlefly difputed the 
King’s favour, with him; but how it was 
poffible for him, to preferve both reputa- 
tion and perfon, in fuch a terrible dilemma, 
where hrs fmgle arm muft be oppofed, to 
thofe of three or four; he knew not.— 
‘Tkurfo who had no mind to be knpwn in 
this dirty matter himfelf, having employed 
three of the moft worthlefs of his clan, 
who had for different malverfations been 
difmiffed from offices they enjoyed under 
the crown, and for which deprivation he 
had influenced them to blame Macbeth^ he, 
I fay, withdrew after the delivery of his charge 
to them; and they in looking about for the 
moil retired corner to conceal themfelves 
in, were entering the very porch, where 
Macbeth was hid, when inftantly unfheath- 
ing his fword, he fuddenly leaped through 
them, and gained a more open fituation; 
the affaflins purfued, and at once he had all 
the three fwords pointed againft him; to fuch 
a fuperiority, he muft no doubt have foon 
fubmitted with his life, had it not happened 
to be my good, or rather ill, fortune, 

having 
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having that very moment, left lefs inter- 
rupted joys in the arms of Jaquenetta, who 
lived in a houfe almoft adjoining to her 
filter’s; had it not happened, I fay to be my 
fortune to arrive in the inftant.—l did not 
immediately know Macbeth, nor had then 
any remarkable intimacies palfed between 
us •, but the inequality of the engagement, 
and the apparent barbarity of the aflault, 
foon determined me, on which fide to join 
my endeavours : I drew my iword, and 
placing myfelf clofe by Macbeth, bid him 
fear nothing from fuch aggrefibrs, for the 
bafe hearts, that had been capable of at- 
tacking a fingle gentleman, would certainly 
be forced to fubmit to the more generous, 
and united ftrength of two honeft men!— 
I had fcarcely faid fo much, when, as if 
my words and prefence had infpir’d him 
with frelh vigour, he made a furious pafs, 
and laid one of the three ruffians dead at 
our feet: the other two, having now neither 
the advantage of numbers, nor of a good 
cauie, began to fave themfelves by flight; 
but 1’hurjo who waited the event, at no 
great diftance; and whofe refentment againfl: 
Macbeth, was, by the defeat of his brava- 
does rather aggravated than abated, inter- 
rupted their elcape, and upbraiding their 
daliardlinefs, had th'e impudence, with 
fword in hand, to lead them back himfelf 

3 to 
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to the bafe a'ffafTination : Macbeth flood up- 
on his defence, and by an artful addrefs to 
the ruffians, and intreating me not to diffio- 
nour any more my fword, in combating 
with aflaffins, he perfwaded them to defift, 
and to let the young Caitbnefs prove him- 
felf worthy or not, of the prize he courted, 
by contending it with him fingly : it was 
impoffible, in fuch a fituation, for Thurfo 
to ffiun the challenge, and therefore, now 
fummoning all the falfe courage he was 
mafter of, in aid of his revenge, he aflaulted 
the more dextrous Macbeth with every mark 
of fury; but he was quickly convinced of 
his antagonift’s fuperiority, by receiving 
from his fword fuch a defperate wound, ras 
in an inflant, made him tumble at his feet: 
and could now only gratify his difappointed 
wrath, in growling imprecations upon the 
head of his conqueror •, and againft the too 
lovely, but partial Anabella !—Macbeth 
threatened by another flab, to puniffi his 
bafenefs, and to put it out of his power, to 
give any account of the caufe of his fall, 
fo as to injure the peace and reputation 
of Anabella •, but upon my remonftrating, 
that to repeat the wounds he had fo fairly 
given, while the other was in a (late of de- 
fence, would now that he lay defencelefs on 
the ground, bedeernedunworthyof him, and 
give rife to calumny •, he was eafily pre- 

vailed 
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vailed with •, andl thus Thurfo was left to 
the care of his two ruffians, who we ima- 
gined were not far off, although fear had 
removed them from our view.—1 offered to 
attend Macbeth to his apartments, which he 
willingly accepted of, for although till now 
he had not been fenfible of them, yet in 
the fury of Thurfo's firft onfct, he had 
given him two flight wmund?, on. of v hich 
bleeding pretty plentifully, had rendered 
him fomewhat faintiffi; I fupported him 
home, fent immediately for a lurgeon, and 
amidft a thoufand expreffions of the warmeft 
gratitude, 1 waited till his wounds were 
dreffed, and as there was no fort of danger 
in them, I left him to his repofe. — I went 
next morning to enquire how he did, he re- 
ceived me with numberlels careffes, faid I 
was his preferver, and affured me that while 
he lived, he wmuld ftudy to convince me of 
the deep fenfe he had of the fervice I had done 
him : in fine, there appeared to be fo much 
ftncerity, and cordiality in the fentiments of 
gratitude, with which he then courted my 
friendfhip, that I fhall confefs he excited in 
me a prejudice in his favour, which ex- 
ceeded any thing, I had ever to that hour 
felt for mankind •, fuch a mutual approba- 
tion of one another, could not fail to grow 
up to fuch a confidence, as produced that 
fingulat union and amity, which bound me 



( 32 ) 
in connexions with him, fo much longer 
than his adions, with remorfe I acknowledge 
it, deferved the countenance of the patriot 
or honeft man. Having upon this oc- 
fion however, reciprocally exchanged en- 
gagements of the moft inviolable friend- 
Ihip I will not delay, my dear preferver, 
faid he, to give you the ftrongeft tefhmony, 
that one man is capable of giving to ano- 
ther, of that confidence, which I think you 
only deferve, by communicating to you a 
fecret which no perfon on earth knows, or 
fhould ever know from me but yourfelf •, 
although from what happened laft night, I 
am afraid the charming Anabella through 
fome fatal neceflity, muif have trufted it with 
fome confidante of hers. It is, my dear friend, 
on account of a preference which that 
matchlel's creature has blefs’d me with; that 
the ambitious, tho’ cowardly, Ion of Caitb- 
nefs has been provoked to enterprize the 
fcene of bafenefs which you found him em- 
ployed in ; and by what 1 heard him fay, as 
he charged his meaner fouled inftruments, 
with the execution of his unmanly purpofe, 
I dread, 1 fay, that Anabella mult have been 
betrayed by fome one, who for our conveni- 
ency, fhe may have trufted with the impor- 
tant fecret.—T his darling Anabella, the beau- 
tiful wife of the old Thane of Aj/e, cannot 
have efcap’d the eyes of a, nobleman of 

Angus's- 
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Angus's penetration: and although it be 
true, that fhe has birth, merit, and above 
all, beauty, which better entitle her to the 
arms of the greateft monarch on earth, than 
to the feeble embraces of an old Thane, or 
to be miftrefs to the moft accomplifhed ot 
the human race ; yet, my worthy friend, fo 
amazingly fortunate have I been, as to have 
rendered myfelf agreeable to that charmer *, 
and with her, when occafion can be found, 
to revel in fuch tranfports, as fhe alone can 
beftow.—Yet thefe delights, of which Jna- 
lelia herfelf would now be no churl, are, like 
every thing elfe that’s rare, not to be 
purchafed without difficulties: The huf- 
band, rather uxorious, than otherwife, has 
few avocations abroad, and thofe he has, 
are fo uncertain, that fometimes interruption 
itfelf, and fometimes the fear of it, have hi- 
therto prevented my being regaled with a 
belly-full of Love.—Permit me, continued 
Macbeth, to divert you for a moment, with 
fome comical enough circumftances which at- 
tended ourimmediately preceding difappoint- 
ment: Anabella had kindly fent me notice that 
her Thane was juft preparing to go upon a 
vifit, at fuch a diftance from home, as ffie 
imagined would detain him till the next day, 
and that in any event, ffie thought we might, 
with fafety, pafs fome moments together, 
that afternoon: You will not, my dear friend, 

believe 
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believe that I flighted fo defirable an invi- 
tation ; I waited, or more properly lingered, 
with the utmoft impatience, until the ap- 
pointed minute arrived, and then with all 
the ardour of enthufiafiic love: I haftened 
me to the field of beauty ! And there !— 
’tis yet a heaven to relate it! I found, the 
charmer of my foul, in a negligent, but 
bewitching undrefs ; through the flim ele- 
gance of which, the perfedt proportion of 
every part, fwelling upon the imagination, 
commanded by irrefiftible attraction, an 
admiration not to be awakened by all the- 
pomp, which drefs can borrow from em- 
broidery or jewels !—-It muft be the moft 
luxuriant fancy, and not words, that can de- 
fcribe to you, the thrilling emotions which 
now circulated thro’ every Member of the 
enchanted Macbeth l to be fhort, after fully 
feafting my ravifhed eyes, and gratifying 
every amorous touch ; I had juft plunged 
into fruition! when O! more than cruel 
intervention ! the voice of the old Thane 
ftartled us from a neighbouring chamber!— 
and forced me, reludtant, to retire, and 
raging, leave the uncompleted banquet!— 
Danger inevitable now confounded both !— 
hardly one moment for confideration ! fo 
that I thought of no other refource than, 
by my fwprd, to gain our immediate deli- 
verance.—But happily for the Thane, and 
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no lefs fortunate for us, the lucky accident 
of fearching for what he had forgotten de- 
tained him fome minutes in the anticham- 
ber-, this gave the half diftradted j4na- 
bella time to recover her fcattered fenfes, 
the confequence of which was, that Ihe di- 
retted me, to creep immediately under the 
bed as the only hiding place our fituation 
afforded; I however without either thought 
or hefitation inftantly complied; and had 
juft fquatted in my irkfome retreat, and 
fhe but half adjufted, when in entered the 
unfufpe&ing Thane : Anabella had placed 
herfelf on the couch, the better to conceal 
any impreflions, which might have been 
vifible there : he appeared at firft furprized; 
and afked her. Why in that undrefs ?—She 
anfwered with amazing readinefs; that the 
day had been intolerably hot; and that as 
he had gone from home, fhe was deter- 
mined to fee no company ; fhe intended 
therefore to dream away the fultry hours, in 
refrefhing flumbers. and had unrob’d her- 
felf, for her more eafy repofe. The in- 
viting difhabile, and engaging attitude, he 
found her in, even began to quicken un- 
ufual emotions in the grave Thane-, he 
feated himfelf by her, and became a recent 
proof, that fuch exquifite charms as the 
tempting Anabella pofleffed, could invigo- 
rate the half chilled faculties of age itfelf: 
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in fine, profiting of the privileges of a hus- 
band, he proceeded to amufe himfelf with 
liberties which Ihe would fain have difpen- 
fed with, and which were to me as Ihocking, 
as a view of the happinefs of the firfi: human 
pair, was to the fight of the envying devil. 
She ufed every means her art could mggeft, 
to poftpone at lead, an enjoyment, which 
at that juncture muft be the more difguft- 
ful to herfelf, as ftie knew it would be tor- 
menting to me : fhe affected indifpofition, 
afiumed a countenance of ill humour ; flie 
ftruggled j fhe fcolded j but as every op- 
pofition ferves rather to whetten than abate 
the amorous rage, fo it was with old Kyle, 
whofe eagernefs increafing by refiftance, at 
length matrimonially laboured, to perform 
the office of a lover ! Whilft the unwilling 
Anabella, fubmitting to the authority of a 
hufband, in the fame inftant that Ihe gave 
pleafure to one who was then very indif- 
ferent to her, was- extended tortures to the 
man fhe loved! Patience however, ha- 
ving endured the conjugal conflidt, and the 
Thane’s unfinifhed bufinefs ftill waiting for 
him at a diftance, he was obliged to retire; 
although he was on this occafion fo re- 
markably enamoured of the degagee air he 
catched Anabella in, that he embraced her 
at parting with uncommon ardour, pro- 
mifed (what Ihe could have excufed him 
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from) not to fleep from home if poflible, 
and finally, curfed that bufinefs which 
ftiould ever make it necefiary for him, to 
to be an hour abfent from fo delightful a 
companion.” 

‘ Loofely attired as fhe was, (he at- 
tended him down ftairs, not fo much from 
regard or compliment, as to fee him re- 
mount his fteed, and be thereby affured 
that he was really gone. She quickly re- 
afeended and having (ecured all the doors, 
approached withmoft compaffionating com- 
placency to welcome my enlargement from 
that ungracious confinement, out of which 
I had juft emerged.—A concioufnefs of her 
having been the relufiant inftrument of fo 
much torment to a perfon beloved by her, 
overfpread her lovely countenance with the 
moft exprefiive blufties; O ! do not hate 
me, my dear Macbeth, faid Ihe, for what I 
could not help, confiftently with your 
fafety; for believe me, my Lord, my 
anxiety to fupprefs every appearance of 
fufpicion, and to ftiorten the moments of 
your difmal confinement, had more preva- 
lence over my involuntary mind, than all 
the arguments of conjugal authority. I 
haftily caught her in my arms, and inter- 
rupted her with glowing kiffes! To hate 
you, I anfwered, is impoflible! But O! 
how much more than ever do I hate your 
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detefted hufband ! O ! may the more ge- 
nerous beaft he rides revenge my quarrel, 
and by a well-timed tofs, fo effedually dif- 
able him, that he may never be again in a 
capacity to rifle thofe fweets, which were 
bellowed for the blefllngs of youth, and 
not to be abufed by the infipid pawings of 
old age.—But no more of the baneful lub- 
jedt.—Let us now rekindle the more equal 
flames of love, and drown all thought of 
care in currents of fubftantial joy !—No ! 
faid Anabella, I will not give pollution to 
the arms I love ! I will follow the ufage of 
the ancients, and by ablution cleanfe me 
of the ftains I’ve fuffered !*—So faying, Ihe 
difengaged herfelf from the clofe embrace, 
and hurrying through different apartments, 
at laft unfolding a double door, flie threw 
afide her loofe attire, and plunged into a 
well prepared bath. The floating beauties 
which now inflamed my agitated foul, en- 
hanced, if poffible, the extacy I had felt 
•before!—All patience left me ; I rather 
tore than pulled off my clothes, and ruffled 
into this new, this liquid fcene of love! 
If ever you have feeh the genuine trans- 
ports of the fwelling necked fwans, when 
prompted by genial inftindt to frolick on 
the i'uftaining furface of the ftream, how 
they bill and twine, and twine and bill, 
and proudly expand the wings of gladnefs 
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which they feel! So were the joyous em- 
braces of my love and me! Like them too 
we might have fported longer, but the 
more delicate frame of the lovely Anabella 
being the firft fufceptible of the too cooling 
element, began, by gentle Ihiverings, to 
intimate an inclination to change the fcene. 
I fupported her to the fteps on the farther 
fide, where towels, and other conveniencies 
for the occafion, were to be found. We 
performed, with mutual tranfports, the 
offices of bathing waiters for each other, 
and I foon revived in my lovely Naied thofe 
warm circulations, which bad for a little 
time been chilled. She attired herfelf as 
before and, taught by her example, I ra^ 
thcr hung my veftments over me than put 
them on. The nymph, reflective, viewed 
with approving blulhes the unmeditated 
novelty of the fcene, and every beauty of 
the lovely image was thereby amazingly im- 
proved ; in this fulnefs of delight, I led 
her, unrelu&ant, through the different paf- 
fages, and regained the apartment firft de- 
figned for amorous fport-, and there, in 
extacies unutterable, we re-communicated 
reciprocal delights ! — Unwilling, yet, to 
caft a thought on, thofe hours fo pkafantly 
Ipent in amorous dalliance, the evening’s 
dufis, however, gave us warning, that mu- 
tual lafoty demanded we fhould part: full 
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time it was, for I had not proceeded many 
yards from the feat of all my joy, when I 
could perceive the cheated Thane advan- 
cing to his houfe. A tedious week has 
palled fmce that delightful day ; and until 
yefterday, it had not been in Anabdla's 
power to blefs me with another opportu- 
nity : it was then, that in obedience to a 
mandate from her own fair hand, I hoped 
to find her in the pavilion of her garden, 
Ihe having, by reafon of a feigned indifpo- 
fition, propofed to the Thane to deep alone 
in a leparate apartment. The reft, my 
dear friend, you know; and thence you 
may judge how unhappy I feel myfelf, for 
fear of my charmer’s reputation.* 

‘ I exprefied the moft perfcdl fenfibility 
of the confidence with which Macbeth had 
honoured me; bid him hope for every fer- 
vice I could do for him, in difappointing 
the confequences of what he feared; and, 
as the beft return I could make him for 
that truft he had repofed in me, I told him 
he Ihould immediately be the confidant to 
an affair of mine, of the fame nature, and 
to me equally interefting. I then commu- 
nicated to him, that Jaquenetta, the beau- 
tiful fifter of his beloved Anabella, was no 
Jefs the objedt of my adoration than Ana- 
bella was of his ! That I was not lefs happy 
than he in the moft favourable returns for 
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my love j with this difference, that my in- 
triguing meeting with no other obftruaions 
than fuch as decency render neceffary, my 
appetite was not whetted by the fame fort 
of difficulties which gave a reliffi to hi?, 
but which however, to one of my more 
fedate difpofition, does by np means leffen 
the enjoyment.—You know (I laid) the 
two factions, which pretend to divide the 
court; thofe of Caithness and of Ro-fc. 
Gaury, the hulbapd of my engaging Jaqug- 
net'ta, is wholly in the inter eft of Rafsy 
from whofe favour with the king he pro- 
mi fes himfelf no little influence : ambition 
is his chief aim, to that he facrifices every 
other confideration, and makes him un- 
commonly anxious to engage all the young 
noblemen he can, to elpoufe the ta&iqn of 
Rofs; and carefully adapts his baits to the 
inclinations of the party he would proJHyte; 
find" as youth is for the moft part in purfuft 
of pleafures, under the influence of feme 
one predominant paflion ; one he entertains 
with mufle; to another he covers his table 
with the moft coftly repafts; a third, he wijl 
mount upon the fineft horfe of his ftablea; 
and amongft fame, he will even dHfipate his 
money at play. He was not long of dis- 
covering, that the bent of my inclinations 
leaned another way,, and from a fteady ap- 
plication to my looks, he fbon read from 
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my eyes,. that the fair Jaquenetta was the 
deareft objed of my foul:—the difcovery 
gave hirii more joy than difturbance; he 
was happy to think, .that he had in his 
power a bribe, that might engage me to 
abandon a party he imagined I was before 
inclined to: invitations to his houle became 
more than ufually frequent-, he carefled 
me with the aflfedions of a brother, and 
afiiired me of fuch a preference in his 
efteem, that lie would conftantly employ 
all his power to ferve me. After dinner, 
he would artfully contrive fuch amufements 
for the reft of his company, as beft fuited 
their refpedive palates, that he might give 
me the better opportunities of offering my 
addreffes to his wife ; and leave her to im- 
prove upon the leflbn Ihe had got from 
him to follicit my inclinations in favour of 
the Thane of Refs. Such a follicitrefs, 
you may be fure, could not, to one of my 
complexion, and who was truly enamoured 
paffionately with her perfon, urge a fuit in 
vain. It is true, that on purpofe to enhance 
the value of the condefcenfion I intended 
to pay her, I reprd'ented my attachments 
for the houfe of Caithnefs to be much 
deeper founded than in fad they ever had 
been for if the truth had been known, 
the facrifice I was to make her was but little 
worth the courting, fince, in my private 
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opinion, neither of the contending parties 
merited the approbation pf any man of 
confequencei and I aflured myfelf, that it 
could not be a long while before fome 
other, as powerful, and more j deferving 
than either of them, would fupercede them 
both : however, if I had before made my 
eledfion upon neither of the fidcs, the 
powerful applications of Jaquenetta now 
certainly determined me, but not without 
perfuading her, that the arguments of her 
eyes, which were ten thoui'and times more 
irrefiftible than every other plea that could 
be urged in favour of the Thane of Rofa 
had alone commanded my inclinations, as 
effedtually as her matchleis charm&had cap- 
tivated my heart.—It was with joy I per- 
ceived that the tendernefs -with which I 
poured forth my fentiments for her, was 
not difregarded ; and although, in the be- 
ginning, Ihe condudted herfelf with a de- 
corum which forbid the moft diftant ap- 
proaches of any thing indelicate, yet, by 
the almoft daily opportunities with which 
her good-natured Thane furnifhed me pf 
enforcing my fuit, I had the fatisfadlion to 
find that I gained feme ground in every 
interview; in fo much, that after the third 
or fourth ferious conference, the exprdfions 
of nay paflion grew warmer and warmer, 
and were liftened to without that repugr 
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nance with which flie checked them in the 
beginning of our acquaintance. I dared, now, 
to approach her lovely perfon, to grafp her 
trembling hand, and ravilh an intoxicating 
kifs, without affronting her. Upon thefe, 
and fucli like introduftory advances, refin- 
ance on her part became weaker, as paffion 
on my fide gathered greater force, and 
hurried on to unrepulled liberties, which 
filled my every nerve with vaft emotion! 
On one tempting occafion, preffing her to 
my glowing bofom, I could perceive, from 
the enchanting movement of her’s, that love 
was pleading as fuccefsfuliyfor me as fhehad 
follicited for Rofs * With my moiftened lips 
glued to her fnowy neck, I fmothered opi* 
pofition, and fucked confent to joy !—She 
funk in my embrace!—I vowed eternal 
fidelity and love 1 and profiting of the 
kicky minute, revelled in thofe fweets 
which bounteous nature has provided to 
make life worthy mankind’s care !  
This, the firft feene of our felicity, being 
happily ck-fed, the charmer gently reproved 
me for having catched an advantage over 
her weakncis; laying, that although the 
power of refinance had been difarmecT by- 
lb warm applications, yet her heart en- 
tirely difapproved of her folly. I loothed 
her well affected repentance, by promifes, 
not only of the molt inviolable attachment 
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which the fincerefl love and gratitude for 
the blifs Ihe had bellowed could enfure, 
but I made frelh proteftations to her, that 
my intereft and operations at court Ihould 
be totally at her difpoial. I preffed her to 
name the happy hour, when 1 might renew 
my profeflions, but too nice a delicacy 
would not permit her at that jun<5lure to 
fatisfy my requeft •, yet, when with a loverrs 
falute, 1 took my leave, fhe difmilTed me 
with a fmile that was not unpromifing. 
In conformity to my engagement, I the 
very next court day openly afibciated 
with Rofs’s party, to the no fmall furprize 
of many nobles, who had long laboured in 
vain to procure a declaration from me. 
You yourfelf, I believe, wondered at it; 
and to this hour, the caufe of fo fudden an 
effeft is only known to Jaquenetta, her 
hulband, to love, and now to Macbeth l 
For as courtly ftrife is by no fort of means 
attuated by motives of public good, but is 
merely a contention for power, for places, 
and for the king’s ear •, I look’d at the par- 
ties until that moment with fuch an indif- 
ferent eye, that a much lefs cogent argu- 
ment than the ineftimable love of Jaquenetta 
would have fwayed me to either fide.   
And now, my dear Macbeth, in return of 
yours, you are how the only confident in 
the amour of your charming Anabella's 
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filter—And fuperlatively happy I am, re- 
plied Mt.£beth, in luch an interefling con- 
fidence.—It looks as if our fouls were, by 
<b fympathetic a connection, de dined to 
an intimacy, which I fhall ftudy to improve 
to our mutual advantage. We exchanged 
vows of unalterable frieadfhip for one an- 
other, the fit ft proof of which fell to my 
fhare, by an anxious appearance at court, 
to learn what had become of the young 
Caiibncfsy and what animadverfions had 
been made upon the fubjedl of his wounds. 
I was earlier than ordinary, and yet the 
Thane of Caithnejs had got the ftart of me. 
With unufual fury in his countenance, he 
accofted me, as he propofed to do by every 
nobleman that entered, and endeavoured 
to prtpoftefs me againft Mac.faih* by great- 
ly aggravating every circumftancc of the 
afiault, an unmanly one, as he termed it, 
upon his fon. He remonftrated. That if 
fttch excefles were permitted to go unpu- 
nifhed, even with Princes of the Wood, 
none of the nobility fhould be fafe, in at- 

tempting to oppofe them in the perpetra- 
* tion qf the moA unjuftifiabk outrages.-^- 
That Macbeth's aftault upon the life of his 
fon had no other provocation, than that 
fbHrfot feeing three innocent gentlemen 
overpowered by numbers of bravadoes* 
who attended to fupport Maebeib in fome fecret 
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fecret and defperate enterprize ; he bravely- 
joined himfelf to the weakeft fide, and fell 
a facrifice to his generofity: That thefe 
gentlemen had been remarkably the objects 
of Macbeth's refentment, he having before 
got them difmiffed from profitable places, 
to make room for fome of his own crea- 
tures •, and that next he purpofed to fend 
them out of the world; for that one of 
them, an old gentleman, had actually 
fallen in defence of his fon, who was hardly 
pufhed by fome of Macbeth's defperadoes ! 
In this manner did old Caithness very for- 
cibly reprefent his fon’s cafe, and fuppli- 
cated every nobleman to furround the king, 
how foon he fhould enter the audience- 
chamber, and demand the Royal Jufticc 
upon fuch a flagitious aflafilnation!—Al- 
though Caithnefs was not of the blood roy- 
al, he was a powerful man in his own 
Country, by which he had gained fuch an 
rntereft with the king* that could he have 
carried this well-framed tale into belief, 
and in faft it made impreflion upon many, 
it muft have gone hard with Macbeth, then 
but young at court, and not much favoured 
by the &rrrg. Ctiilhnefs had obferved, thatA^f^ 
his relation Was attended to by me rather 
contemptuoufly than otherwife-, he now 
therefore left hie out of the circle of his 
abettors, and whifpered among!! his inti- 
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mates, that he feared this outrage, barba- 
rous as it was, would be palliated by all 
the fadlion of the Thane of Rofs •> although 
Refs himfelf, who by this time had joined 
the courtiers, and giving credit to the af- 
fertions of his rival Caithnefs^ was one of 
the foremoft to condemn Macbeth. The 
King being entered, the old Thane of 
Caithnefs, with tears in his eyes, and fup- 
ported by a train of followers, fell on his 
knees before the King, briefly recounted 
the tragical ftory of the aflaultj and fuppli- 
cated juftice for the lofs of a noble Ion, 
who then lay expiring with the wounds he 
had received from a band of ruffians headed 
by Macbeth. His complaint was feconded, 
not only by all his own, but by many of 
the Rofs faftion ; and the enraged Duncan 
was ready to pronounce an order for the 
immediate fecuring of Macbeth, until the 
event of Tburfoe's life or death fhould con- 
ftitute the criminality of the aftion; when 
I interpofed, and humbly prayed his Ma- 
jefty’s attention for a moment •, and having 
his permiflion to fpeak, I briefly, but with 
firmnefs, told him, ‘ That, to my certain 
knowledge, the old Thane himfelf had 
been grofsly impofed upon, and that now 
he had endeavoured allb to impofe upon 
his King: That no perfon then prefent, 
but mylelf, was capable of putting the true 
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light upon that affair, which I faid was in- 
deed a horrid one, but horrid on the part 
of Thurfoe, not on the part of Macbeth\ 
who, but for my accidental intervention, 
muff have been balely butchered by vile 
affaffins hounded upon him by the cowardly 
'Thurfoe. I expreffed my forrow for the 
father’s tears, but I could not mention the 
bafenefs of the fon, fo well known to me, 
in milder words,—That three daftardly 
villains had been employed by him to maff 
facre Macbeth\ for what reafon, was ibeff 
known to his own guilty confcience ! That 
luckily for your Majefty’s kinfman, the 
noble Macbeth, I paffed that way, and law 
him, then unknown to me, defending him- 
felf, with his Angle arm, againft the united 
fury of three 1 The laws of humanity en- 
gaged me to afiift the weakeft; and ani- 
mated by my arrival, he pulhed his adver- 
faries with redoubled force, and inftantly 
laid one of them fprawling at his feet. 
The other two dallards fought to efcape, 
but were interrupted by their mafter Thur- 
foe, who till then lay in ambufh waiting the 
event. He reproached them with cow- 
ardice, and led them back himfelf to renew 
the affault; when Macbeth inftantly pro- 
pofed, that as his quarrel was only with 
him, they Ihould fingly decide it. Thur- 
foe, thus provoked to fair combat, unwillina 
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as he might be to accept it, could not well 
refufe the honourable challenge, the rather, 
that his emiffaries Ihewed no great inclina- 
tion to run any farther rifle with him.— 
Macbeth fuftained the firft onfet from 'Thur- 
foe, and the wounds he received, tho’ not 
dangerous, confine him, neverthelefs, at 
this moment, to his chamber: but after two 
or three turns, it was the fate of Thurfoe to 
yield to the braver arm of his more honour- 
able antagonift. This, my Royal Mafter, 
is the true account of the falfified relation 
yoif!have heard. I hope I need not appeal 
to the evidence of two villains in fupport 
of the teftimony I have given; and yet, if 
Caithnefs fhould diferedit mine, I am con- 
vinced that they durft not, in the Royal 
Prefence, contradid the fad, as I have 
told it.’ 

‘The good King was at once moved 
with indignation againft the fon, whilfl he 
could not help compaflionating the deluded 
father, who flunk, confounded, from the 
Royal Prefence.’ 

‘ The heads of the Rofs fadion being by, 
triumphed in this affront upon their rival’s 
family, and courted every opportunity of 
engaging Macbeth to be of their party. 
They efpoufed his caufe with great warmth, 
not fo much in honour of himfelf, as to 
throw the more difhonour upon the intereft 
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of their adverfaries, which from that hour 
began to decline, and as fall did Macbeth'* 
reputation and his power begin to rile:— 
and from thence indeed may be dated the 
commencement of all thofe honours he 
afterwards acquired, as well as that fatal 
ambition, which grew with power to ty- 
ranny, and, in all probability, from tyranny 
to ruin! 

‘ The RoJJians, that they might the bet- 
ter avail themfelves of this advantage 
gained over their adverfaries, and that 
they might the better confirm Macbeth in 
their intereft, petitioned the King, that a 
day might be appointed for an inquiry 
into that dark affair, to the end that Mac- 
beth, if innocent, fhould get a fair oppor- 
tunity of clearing himfelf from the unge- 
nerous afperfions imputed to him •, and on 
the other hand, that the young Caithnefs 
Ihould be brought to legal trial for fo dar- 
ing and criminal ap affault upon the perfon 
of one of the Royal blood ! The King 
could not but comply with fo plaufible a 
demand for juftice, and accordingly fixed 
the hearing for the tenth day after the phy- 
ficians fhould pronounce the life of Thurfoe 
to be out of danger.’ 

‘ The noble Banquho, alfo one of the 
Blood-royal, and coufin to Macbeth, was 
amongft the foremoft who vehemently 
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called for juftice againft the fa- 
mily •, urging, That as the old Thane, 
whilit he imagined that his fon was the in- 
jured party, infifted, that even the Royal 
blood of Macbeth Ihould not fcreen him 
from 'punifhment; fo it was certainly rea- 
fonable that Juftice ftioulcij. now that the 
tables were turned, ftand forth for him, as 
well againft him; for, otherwife, fuch 
factious, nobility might, in the next place, 
be tempted to promote their ambitious 
purposes, by afTaulting the Throne itfelf!’ 

‘ The Caithnefs faction had many con-! 
fultations about this knotty affair, which 
threatened more mifchief to their party 
than any thing that had hitherto befallen 
them. The 1 hane himfelf was a man of 
coniiimmate Ikill, gave much application, 
and had great addrefs in public affairs; 
Withal, he was extremely generous-, fo 
that in the general, his fchemes were well 
laid, and promifed fuccefs, if they had not 
been, for the tpoft part, defeated by an im- 
patience and impetuofity of temper, which; 
he could not command, and which was fo 
well known to his enemies, that they feU 
dom failed to make their account of it, 
when his Ichemes came to be debated in 
council. The Thane of Rofs, his compe- 
titor, was a man of a clear head, and fo 
cool and fedate in debate, that it was not 
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in the power of man to ruffle his temper, 
or make him deviate from that moderation, 
by which he uniformly fteered his adtions: 
but then he was avaritious and refentful j 
there was no meafurc to his ambition, nor 
bounds to his lull for wealth; although he 
could judge well, who fflould, and who 
fflould not, participate of the public fpoils. 
Their partifans were feafoned, more or lefs, 
with the different qualities of their leaders. 
Tho'e of Caithnefs were generally hot- 
headed, but generous •, and thofe of Rofs 
affable and courteous, but rapacious and 
niggardly.’ 4 The King was weak and indolent, and 
had not capacity to convert the different 
talents of thefe rivals to the public lervice. 
Now the one, then the other, was upper- 
rhoft j and the kingdom expofed to be the 
fpoil of any invader who might have ad- 
drefs enough to engage the outed party in 
his intereft •, by which means the people in 
general were kept in conftant inquietude.’ 4 In one of the debates of the Caitbnefs 
faction, it was refolved, that Tburfoe, lb 
foon as he Ihould be able, Ihould commu- 
nicate to the Thane of Kyle the intrigue be- 
tween his wife and Macbeth^ and endea- 
vour to perfuade him, that the wounds and 
difgrace he had fuffered, were entirely ow- 
ing to his zeal for the honour of Ky/<?’s 
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family. This rafh refolution was but too 
agreeable to the hot temper of the young 
Caitbnefs, he hoping thereby not only to 
revenge himfelf on the lady’s partiality and, 
negledk of him, but to excite fuch a jea- 
loufy into Kyk^ as fhould roufe his revenge 
againft the man who had wronged his bed 
and honour, to fuch a height, as might 
induce him to put fome plot in execution, 
to deftroy the author, and thereby defeat 
the force of what he was afraid fhould 
come out agatnft him at the appointed- 
trial: And hilly, that it would probably 
carry over Kyle to the Caithnefs intereil,, 
when he fhould be convinced that the 
fpoiler of his honour was himfelf not only, 
attac hed to the Rcflian party, but in this 
cafe fupported with all their power.— 
Thurfoe therefore, without waiting a per- 
fect recovery, fent a mefikge to the Thane 
of Kyle, intimating ah intention to wait 
upon him the following morning, having, 
bufinefs of the lad importance to his repu- 
tation and honour to communicate. An 
affair which had made fo much noife at 
court, could now be a fecret to no body, 
and every one had, from curioiity, been 
inquifitiye into the hrft caufe of the ren- 
counter. Amongft others, Kyle himfelf 
had heard whifpe-s, which couM not be 
very agreeable to him j and although his 



( $5 ) 
lady had employed every addreis to fmo* 
ther his awakened fufpicions, and that it 
was not now accounted very creditable to 
be in any fort of connections with the young 
Caithnefs •, yet that natural anxiety, which 
is ever the concomitant of jealoui'y, very 
much difpofed the unfatjsfied Kyk to ad- 
mit of Thurfoe's vifit. Anabella happened 
to be with her Thane when the meffage 
was delivered; and although fhe fhrewdly 
fufpedted what was to be the purport of it, 
yet her prudence dire&ed her not to inter- 
fere in the anfwer, nor to appear to be in 
the leaft affe&ed with the meffage : on the 
contrary, fhe affumed an unufual gaiety,, 
and by every poflible artifice;, laboured to- 
prepoflefs her hufband with the moft fa- 
vourable opinion of her fidelity. In the 
mean while, fhe was not without the moft 
uneafy cogitations: fhe could not doubt, 
but the incenfed 'Thurfoe^ from refentment 
of flights from her, and the difgrace he 
had fuffered by the hand of AUchetb, 
would provoke him to do them both every 
mifchief his envenomed mind could con- 
trive-, but ftill fhe flattered herfelf, that 
unlefs he had corrupted her maid, who was 
fingly in the fecret of the aflignation in 
queftion, he could not fuftain any allega- 
tions againft her, with the fmalleft degree 
of evidence. She was unwdling to tax 
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her confidante with fuch an ugly fulpicion 
of her fidelity; and yet, the more (he 
thought on every circumftance, the more 
her doubts increafed: (he could not con- 
ceive what fhould have brought the afiaffins 
fb precifely to the Ipot of afiignation, if 
they had not been well directed to it; and 
as no other perfon but her maid could give 
fuch a direftion, fhe at laft determined to 
queflion her about it. She did foj and as 
it is repugnant to the nature of the meaneft 
of human kind to confefs the guilt of 
treachery, the maid endeavoured rather to 
evade than abfolutely to deny the charge ; 
which confirmed her miftrefs that fhe had 
been betrayed, and that the confequence 
would be her ruin. However, as it was 
the wifeft courfe rather to expoftulate with> 
than to reproach her upon that occafion, 
fhe played her carc5s fo well, that, with 
tears of repentance, the maid confelfed her 
fault; owned, that the bribes of Thurfce 
were too valuable to be refifled; that fhe 
did not forelee the fatal confequences it had 
been attended with; but, in fine, fhe prayed 
for her miftrefs’s forgivenefs; begged that 
fhe would not give way to fuch defpon- 
dency, for fhe would exert all her fkill, 
and did not doubt of fucceeding, yet, to 
turn the cannon againft the ungenerous 
Thurjoe. The night, however, proved a 

very 
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Very reftlefs one to the fearful Anabella, / 
Her peace, her reputation, were at ftake, 
and with thefe, the credit and rifing glory 
of the only man on earth fhe truly loved ! 
The morning came, and to a moment of 
the appointed hour, Thurfoe found his way 
to Kyle’s apartment. They had not been 
many minutes together, before the maid is 
fummoned to attend : llie inftantly obeyed, 
and the ftill doubting dipt into an 
adjoining room, there to liften to what 
fhould pals, and to determine, from what 
fhe might hear, whether to abide, or to 
fly from, the confequence. Bella (for fo 
the maid was called) entered the room with 
great compofure. The Thane prepared 
her for the importance of the affair: he 
told her, that he had always regarded her 
as a girl of great veracity, that a family 
affair, more interefting to him than life 
itfelf, was now the fubjeft of deliberation; 
that it totally depended upon her teftimo- 
ny to obviate every remaining doubt : He 
defined her to hear attentively what the 
young Lord Caithness had to fay to her, 
and, without fear or favour of any mortal, 
to be diftindt and ingenuous in her anfwers, 
and that fhe might truft to his well known 
liberality for the reward of "her honefty,— 
The Thane having done, fhurfoe next 
addrefled himfelf, to this purpole : • 

“The 
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“ The difcovery, my dear Bella, which 
you made to me fome week ago, of your 
lady’s intrigue with Macbeth, has lain fo 
heavy on my confcience, that I could not 
reft until I had acquainted my honoured 
friend with the fedudlion of his wife, and 
the difhonour of his bed, by the treachery 
of that worthlefs man!—The lady of Kyle 
is indeed a tempting obje£t; in the beau- 
ties of perfon, llie’s an angel! What pity 
it is, that Ihe was not alfo heavenly in her 
mind and manners ? It is you, my faithful 
girl, that can beft farther inform the noble 
Thane with what truths, touching his lady’s 
infidelity, it now lb much concerns him to 
know.” 

The maid, without the leaft fymptom 
of fear, or change of countenance, refent- 
fully replied, “ Surely, Sir, you are mad, 
and know not what you fay ! Is it like a 
man of noble blood, by fuch bafe and un- 
generous afperfions, to revenge your flighted 
love, by accufing the virtuous Anabella of 
being guilty with another, becaufe Ihe de- 
teftedyou? What injufticeis it to deny to her 
other beauties, that firmnefs of mind, of 
which you have had fuch full experience, 
by her preferring the fettled and fincere 
affe&ions of her aged Lord, to the lefs fo- 
lk!, but vicious addrefles of a debauched 
youth ? Is this a generous return for-her 
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uncommon, tho’ prudential, goodnefs, in 
not expofing you to the juft refentment of 
her injured Thane ? Oh! how it provokes 
me to think you could imagine, that this 
ring, with fome other paultry prefents 
which you made me, was intended to bribe 
me, either to betray my lady’s honour, or 
accufe her of a crime her foul abhors !”— 
The exafperated Thurfoe could hold no 
longer, but vehemently interrupted her 
with,—“ Thou monfter of a woman ! is it 
poftible that fo much impudence and guilt 
can meet in one perfon ? Was it not you 
who informed me of the aflignation, on the 
fatal night which brought me to difappoint 
Macbeth, and fave the honour of my friend P 
and had you not my gold for the intelli- 
gence?” “ True, Sir, (anfwered flie) 
I had your gold, and will keep it too; but 
won’t you blufli when I dare tell you, in 
prefence of my Lord, that it was given to 
entice me to let you enter filently the gar- 
den door, becaufe you knew the Thane was 
abfent ? and becaufe I knew, that if I afled 
fuch a foul part, 1 ftiould for ever forfeit 
the favour, both of my Lord and Lady, I 
tried to put you off the fcent, by telling 
you, that Macbeth, whom I was fure you 
feared and hated, fometimes amufed him- 
felf in an evening behind thefe walls, with 
fome damfels unknown to me; but which 

was 
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was no more than an artifice, whereby 
without offending my miftrefs, I might fe- 
cure your gold.” Never did artful wo- 
man better aft her part than now did Bella. 
She not only preferved Anabella's peace and 
reputation, and confounded the growing jea- 
loufyof the old Thane; but by an adroit- 
nefs peculiar to the well-trained Abigails, 
ingenioufly accounted for Macbeth's, being 
at the time and place when Thurfoe's emil- 
faries had found h\m\■—’Thurfoe flared like 
one diflrafted; and although his bread was 
replete with wrath, he could not utter one 
fyliable! The Thane of Kyle, between re- 
fentment and aftoniflilnenr, at length as 
gravely as cuttingly, told him, That thofe 
prejudices which are natural in favour of 
a man of noble birth, would have inclined 
me to give preference to your evidence 
againfl a fervant’s, if the probabilities were 
equal; but as her’s is fupported by argu- 
ment and good nature, whilfl your’s feems 
to have no other foundation but revenge 
and malevolence, I muft undoubtedly re- 
jeft it, and defpife you for an injurious at- 
tempt to rob my faithful Anabella of her 
fame, and me .of my happinefs, for no 
other reafon, than becaufe fhe refufed to 
facrifice her virtue to your infidious and 
criminal addreffes ! Avaunt! be gone 1 
infamous wretch ! It is well for thee, that 

thy 
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thy well-deferved wounds, not yet healed, 
protect thee from that chaftifement which 
fhould be the due of fo much audacity !— 
So faying, he left him overwhelmed in 
agonies of confufion, giving orders to a 
fervant to Ihew him out of his gates. 

‘ The re-animated Anabella, who had been 
an ear-witnefs of all that pafied, met her 
artful Abigail with a thoufand cardies; 
and immediately proceeding to the audi- 
ence-chamber, Ihe faluted her Thane with 
unaffefted gaiety, not inclining to leave 
him too long alone, left his revolving 
the feveral circumftances ferioufly in his 
mind, might, notwithftanding Bella's well 
calculated evidence, leave fome unfavour- 
able impreflions ; which, in fadt, happened 
to be the cafe : for although he could not 
diredlly condemn his wife, yet he now be- 
gan to compare, with more exadtitude than 
formerly, the youth, the bloom, the manly 
lhape, the vigour, and, to fum up all, the 
flourifhing profpedt of Macbeth's fituation, 
oppofed to the impotencies of age in every 
one of thefe regards •, the confequence qf 
which was, that he fubjedted himfelf to the 
alar ms-of perpetual fufpicion •, and became 
fo much the more and more watchful over 
every motion of Anabella> that he rendered 
her life very irkfome to her, and the ftolen 
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enjoyments of her paramour were now- 
obtained at a moft imminent rifk to both. 

* Delights, which are thus purfued con- 
trary to decency, to reafon, to religion, and 
to every rule of hofpitality, are feldom per- 
manent, and feldom terminate without the 
mark of fome fatal cataftrophe : fo it was 
■with this libidinous couple; for having now 
no opportunity of gratifying their loofe de- 
fires within doors, they reforted to a private 
corner in one of the gardens. Macbeth 
found means to fcale the wall from with- 
out, whilft Anabella gave him the meeting 
from within ; and as their folacements were, 
for the molt part, nodturnal, it happened, 
during one of their private interviews, that 
the old Thane being reftiefs, miffed his wife, 
and without calling up any fervant, went 
in fearch of her: he thought of the garden, 
into which there being a palfage through a 
glafs door from the bathing-room, by a 
flight moveable flair-cafe, which, upon 
thofe occafional meetings, the cautious 
Anabella took care fhould always be re- 
moved, for fear of furprize: the unwary 
Thane not dreaming of fuch a precipitate 
Ha, ha, fought that inlet to the garden, 
and tumbled headlong into it; there he lay 
motionlefs, untilreturning from her 
pleafures, was alarmed by the grumbling 
found of laft groans! She re-entered the houfe 



( «3 ) 
by another door, of whichflie kept the key ; 
Ihe awaked her trufty Bella, but upon dif- 
clofing her fufpicion of the fatal accident, the 
maid, warm as Ihe was in the intereft of 
the lovers, was fo immenfely (hocked, that 
fhe fhrieked aloud, and very much hazarded 
a difcovery of the whole! But the miftrefs, 
though alio very much affected, had more 
command of herfelf, and urging their mu- 
tual lafety to be the flake, (he reafoned her 
maid into compofure. They next con- 
fulted, as to what was fitteft to be done in 
fuch a critical circumftance: they went in- 
to the garden, and found the unfortunate 
Thane, with his neck diflocated, juft ex- 
pired ! They removed again the occafional 
ftair-cafe, and placing part of it acrofs 
the Thane’s body, and by the help of an 
iron bolt, diftorting one of the fixing hooks, 
endeavoured to give the whole an appear- 
ance of accident. The maid next returned 
to her bed, whilft Anabella rung feveral 
times her bell. At length another maid 
got up, and coming to the lady’s apart- 
ment, ihe was ordered to get a light, and 
to awake Bella, and at the fame time aiked 
if ihe had feen or heard any thing of the 
Thane ? Bella was now ordered to attend 
her miftrefs; and candles being got, all the 
three fearched over the houfe for their ma- 
fter^ until arriving at the bathing-room, 
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they found the door into the garderf 
unfolded and Anabella oblerying that the 
fteps were gone, affe&ed a woeful fhriek. 
They returned immediately, and then 
paffed into the garden by the ordinary door; 
and coming into the walk under the bathing- 
room windows, they found the dead body 
bf the Thane! The real lamentations of 
the ignorant fervant, and the well diffembled 
grief of Anabdicii and her other maid, gave 
the whole every appearance of chance. 
The men fervants were now fummoned up, 
and the Thane’s body tranfported imme- 
diately into his chamber. Thus was the 
unhappy’ death of Kyle^ which was- truly 
the confequence of his wife’s unlawful wan- 
tohneis, impofed upon the world, as merely 
the effett of unlucky accident. For fome 
days, however, (he obferved, with the great- 
eft ftri&nefs, that forrowful decorum, which 
is often dilfembled, although lometimes 
real, ufually paid to the manes of a deceafed 
hufband; but the ftill enamoured Macbeth 
prevented, by his now lefs interrupted vifits* 
the effects from piercing her heart too deeply., 4 This intrigue, like moft others of the 
fame condemnable nature, began, however, 
fooner than Anabella wifhed or expected, to 
draw towards its eve.’ 

The 
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The (ketches originally written hy Angus, 

and now delivered by Edmund, terminating 
here, the Thane himlelf refumed the nar- 
ration. 

‘ Self-flattery (continued he) is a natural 
companion of real love. Anabella loved 
Macbeth with uncommon ardour j (he be- 
lieved their pafiions were reciprocal; and 
indeed, hitherto, flie had not much reafon 
to doubt of it; but thereupon her imagi- 
nation had formed a ftrufture, which the 
foundation was never intended to fuftain. 
She was in hopes, there being now no ob- 
ftacle in the way, that Macbeth, in con- 
formity to the many vows he had breathed 
upon her enchanting bofom, would fupply 
the place of her deceafed Thane, not only 
in one, but in every fenfe. She hoped to 
confine him perpetually to her arms; and 
afluming now more the dignity of a wife 
than the tamenefs of a miftrefs, Ihe would 
fometimes appear inquifitive into the em- 
ployment of thofe hours which were loft to 
her attention, and chide, if the accounts he 
gave of himlelf were not fatisfadory. The 
temper of Macbeth, ever repugnant to difci- 
pline and reftraint, or to any thing that 
bore the moft diftant refemblance of either, 
could by no means brook an attempt to fix 
by chains thofe pleafures, which he had 
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chaced with the keener appetite,, becaufe 
they were purchafed with difficulties, and 
becaufe he reckoned them unconfined •, did 
by no means reliffi the infinuations which 
Hole from Anabella, of her defiring to change 
the mode of their amour •, befides, as an- 
other fort of ambition, which could be but 
little forwarded by a lady in Anabella's cir- 
cumftances, began to occupy no fmall place 
in his active foul, the fofter paffions fub- 
frding, made room for others of a more 
elevated nature.’ 

‘ At this critical juncture, Margaretta, 
daughter to the Chieftain of Kofs^ made her 
appearance at court: ffie was more grace- 
ful than lovely, andfludied how ilie might 
rather command than court relpedt: her 
underftanding was fuperior to moft of 
her cotemporaries; and if ffie had no great 
lhare of perfonal delicacy, there were none 
6f the court ladies that were, however, fo 
remarkably diftinguiffied for perfonal dig- 
nity : her manner, more than her beauty, 
attradled the attention of Macbeth% and the 
powerful conneftions of her family difpofed 
his mind to an alliance which could fo ef- 
fe&ually cheriffi his ambition. The lady, 
on her part, difcovered charms in the manly 
deportment of Alacbeth^ which, in his fa- 
vour, wrought equal impreffions in her 
afpiring brealt. To be ffiort, their difpo- 
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fitions feemed to be fo aptly fitted to one 
another, that it was not long ere they mu- 
tually communicated their refpe&ive appro- 
bations-, and the lately fo delightful Ana- 
bella, with all the beauty which fymmetry 
of features, gentlenefs of foul, and en- 
gaging affability, could make a woman 
lovely, was now abandoned by the only 
man fhe had ever fincerely loved, and all to 
make room for another lady, greatly inferior 
to her in almoft every attraction which 
ufually captivates, and often fecures the 
admiration of mankind. Think of Ana- 
bella^ ye fair charmers, whenever your 
virtue is befieged by deluding men 1— to 
whofe feducing wiles you are fo often in- 
veigled to fell, with your virtue, all that 
peace of mind which can beft fupport you 
through every viciflitude of life, and by the 
lofs of which you fubjedt yourfelves to be 
flighted by thofe very paramours, to 
whofe pleafures your every faculty have 
been exerted.’ 

‘ Macbeth was now under a neceflity of 
directing his addreffes in a manner entirely 
new to him ; the formal advances towards 
the matrimonial point muft guide his con- 
duct. It is true, he had almoft no difficul- 
ties to furmount the defires of both the 
parties were influenced more by ambition, 
and a thirft for dominion, than by love. 
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The a<fUve mind of Macbeth was ever fear- 
ing beyond the limits of his prefent condi- 
tion •, and he began to fancy, that by be- 
ing fo clofely linked with the moft power- 
ful, as well as moft popular party, a paf- 
fage would open to him, through which he 
might gain even a profpeft of the Crown. 
The Lady’s foul kept pace with his in every 
afpiring imagination-, and the birth, the 
fortune, and, above all, the perfonal en- 
dowments of Macbeth^ were too confpicu- 
ous, not to make his applications welcome 
with the Thane of Rofs : fo that this match 
was hardly fooner propofed, than chearfully 
agreed upon, and a day for the celebration 
fixed. 

‘ In confequence of this matrimonial 
treaty, the affair of the young Caithnefs was 
refumed with redoubled ardour, and all the 
addrefs of his father could not any longer 
obtain a delay of trial; but, how foon the 
day was appointed for it, and known to 
every body, the now flighted Dowager of 
Kyle fent fuch a meflage to Macbeth, as 
Ihook all his refolution; Ihe threatened, at the 
expence of her own fame, to appear, with 
her maid, and give fuch a turn to the face 
of that bufinefs, as fliould greatly embarrafs 
the profecuting party, caft no fmall degree 
of blame upon Macbeth, and, at leaft, ex- 
tenuate the guilt of Thurfoe, This meffage 
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did not a little perplex our hero; and to 
prevent any bad effe&s of it, he judged it 
highly expedient to renew his vifits to the 
fair, enraged Anabella : he had admittance, 
but was received with fuch fevere, juft, and 
well-feafoned reproach, as greatly difcon- 
certed him : he trufted fo entirely to the 
pafiionate feelings he knew Anabella to en- 
tertain for him, that he thought he had 
only to revive in her, by his prefence and 
carefles, thofe flames which he flattered 
himfelf were yet unextinguilhed, and there- 
by lay afleep all her menaced refentment; 
but Anabella had fo well fortified herfelf 
againft the force of his expected artillery, 
that the talk was much more difficult than 
he imagined. In vain did he renew pro- 
feffions of love, and even of fidelity: Ihe 
continued, in appearance, unmoved, and 
treated his advances to embrace her with 
that difdain which they deferved. A newly 
aftumed determinednefs and dignity which 
ftie put on upon that occafion, fo different 
from what he conceived her gentle difpofi- 
tion to be capable of, as if fhe had been a 
new objeft, a&ually infpired him with a 
new paffion for her, and made him wifh 
for the moment that fhe had been daughter 
to the Thane of Rofs. This new-raifed 
flame of his was not unperceived by Ana- 
bella * and thofe well experienced .emotions 
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which now fhook every nerve of him, be- 
came more prevalent over the refolution of 
the ftill enamoured charmer, than millions 
of verbal affeverations In Ihort, he iuc- 
ceeded to his wifhes, and once more feafted 
in tranfports, which jhe had never known 
fo completely in the embraces of another. 
The amorous treaty being over, and Ana- 
bella thereby better difpofed to liften to 
foothing argumentation, he endeavoured to 
perfuade her, that he truly loved none but 
her; that the late diftance he had qbferved 
towards her, was an unwilling facrifice he 
had made to the fufpicions of Margaretta; 
that his addrelTes at that quarter were 
merely political, and not from inclination; 
that his future views were founded in them, 
and could not be fupported without the 
concurrence of that family. He talked 
llightly and contemptibly of matrimony, as 
an unneceffary confirmation of what was, 
by inclination, more folemnly imprinted in 
their inmoft fouls : that it was refpeft for 
her reputation which prevented his ever 
hearkening to marriage propofitions with 
her, as it would have furnilhed a handle to 
their enemies to magnify the fufpicions 
which had been already propagated by the 
favourers of Caitbnefs and, in fine, that 
although his name and politics were to be 
united by matrimony in the family of Rofst 
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he vowed that his heart fhould continue un- 
alterably devoted to his charming Anabella. 
The ftrong impreffions which thofe endear- 
ments fo recently renewed between them, 
operated fo effettually upon the credu- 
lous mind of Anabella, that Ihe fwallowed 
all this fophiftry with approbation, and 
gained her over to a thorough reconcile- 
ment. Macbeth was happy in his fuccefs, 
and for once more took his leave of her 
with a cordial affe<Stion. 

‘ There remaining now no obftrudion 
to the profecution of I bur foe, the trial was 
brought on; a pardon was obtained for the 
villains he had employed in the aflaflina- 
tion j and by their evidence corroborating 
mine, he was convifted of the bafe crime 
imputed to him; he was fentenced to lofe 
his head. But the artful Macbeth, anxious 
to found his rife on popularity, as well as 
power, interceded himfelf, that the judg- 
ment might be converted from death to ba- 
nilhment: he eafily obtained his fuit; and 
in conformity thereto, the unfortunate 
Ahurfoe was condemned to depart for the 
Ides within a fortnight, and there to remain 
an exile during the King’s pleafure. 4 Amongft the partifans of Caithnefs, 
there was one Macduald, who had a vaft 
inlluence in the Kies, was of an enterpriz- 
ing genius, and being difgufted by negleft, 
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had conceived a fettled antipathy againft 
Macbeth. Many of the Caithnefs faftion 
gave Thar foe the convoy of a day’s journey; 
but this Macduald, with fome of his fol- 
lowers, propofed to accompany him quite 
to the place of exile, intending, with the 
fon of the lately revered Caithnefs at. their 
head, to ftir up the Iflanders, who were of 
themfelves very formidable, to commotion j 
and by their means, and fuch ajun&ion as 
might be hoped for from amongft the other 
malecontents, to create fuch a difturbance 
as might enable him to gratify his revenge, 
not againft Macbeth and his party only, but 
againft the King himfelf, as we ihall fee by 
and by. 

‘ In the mean time, preparations were 
going forward to Iblemnize, with every 
magnificence, the marriage of Macbeth, 
which was celebrated in prefence of the 
King, and a moft fplendid court. Soon 
after which, the Thane of Caithnefs feeing 
no fort of hope of regaining either refpeft 
or intereft at court, bethought him of ex- 
erting his abilities upon fome other plan. 
He was pofieffed of a very extenfive and 
well peopled eflate in the North; and the 
Thanes of Nairn and Sutherland, whofc 
properties lay not very diftant from his, 
and who were alfo the fuperiors of a people 
as turbulent as they were potent, who had 
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clofely adhered to him in all his miniflrerial 
meafures, and who now fhared in his dif- 
grace •, thefe Chieftains he infpired with the 
like difcontents which preyed upon him- 
felf: them he perfuaded to forfake the 
Lowlands, and to accompany him to the 
North, that they might firft found, and 
then try to enflame the minds of their re- 
fpeftive clans; and, according to the en- 
couragement they fliould meet with, and 
the ftrength they could mufter, to form a 
projedl: of revenging themfelves upon their 
enemies. Thefe three Thanes fet out ac- 
cordingly, attended by a numerous retinue 
of their dependants. 

‘ Mean while, the bufy MacduaM, car- 
rying in his hand the banifhed Thurfoe 
through the weftern iflands, produced him 
amongft thefe people, as a diftinguilhed 
mark of thofe defpotic and tyrannical mea- 
fures, under which he faid the greateft part 
of Scotland was then groaning ; and mak- 
ing them believe, that unlefs a timely and 
Itrenuous oppofition was formed, oppref- 
lion, mifery and maffacres, would very foon 
be extended as far as the Ifles, when it 
fliould be paft their power to help them- 
felves. Thefe feditious meafures had a 
wonderful effedt; thefe uninformed people, 
like the lowermoft clafs of every other 
country, have ears always more open to 
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fcandal than to encomiums, upon the ac- 
tions of their betters; and a malignant 
emiffary will ever find it an eafier talk to 
promote dilturbance and infurre£tion, by 
the means of calumny, and abufe of thole 
in power, than a benevolent agent will find 
it, to difpofe the fame rank of men to 
(land forth in defence of a condud the 
moft laudable. Men of bad hearts can, 
with more facility, dilguife themfelves, than 
men of upright, incorruptible principles : 
^Thefe wilh to fuftain an uniformity of cha- 
ra&er, and therefore cannot defeend to 
huzza with a mifguided multitude ; whilll 
tbofe, having no dignity to fupport, nor re- 
putation to lofe, can level themfelves with 
the meaneft of a mob, to gain numbers to 
their fadion. In this lhape it was that 
Macduald was fo extremely fuccefsful: the 
cry of the Illanders was now, No Rofs! no 
Macbeth!—and, at length. No King !— 
Macduald and Liberty for ever! Macduald 
having thus completely fitted the moft tur- 
bulent of his people for rebellion, their 
numbers increafed every day, many con- 
joining to them, not from any real appro- 
bation of the motives, but from regard to 
their own lives and properties ; for the in- 
furgents having no controul in thefe parts, 
and fewing ufurped the princely authority, 
there was no fafety but in mixing with 
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them; and by that means, (which will for 
ever be the confequence of lawlefs commo- 
tion) abundance of people fuffered in the 
end, who had been induced by terror, not 
by inclination, to join themfelves to the re- 
bellious ftandard, 

‘ The Court got intelligence of thefe 
outrageous motions, and of the defcent 
which the infurgents were preparing to 
make into the main land; Macbeth and 
Bancbo were therefore cholen immediately 
to lead an army of the beft troops of the 
kingdom to give the infurgents a check; 
and, if poflible, to prevent their being joined 
by the partifans of Caithnefs, Nairn and 
Sutherland, who by this time had alfo pro- 
cured a confiderable force * and could they 
have effected a conjunction, their united 
ftrength might have become very trouble- 
fome. 

‘ The divifions commanded by Macbeth 
and Bancho rendezvcufed at Invernefs, and 
found the people in that neighbourhood 
tinder the moft terrible apprehenfions of 
the threatened defcent of the Iflanders; 
but Macdual knew too well what he was 
about, to quit the Ifles, before he Ihould 
get fome reafon to believe that fome part 
of the Caithnefs force was ready to fupport 
his landing j and he had no fort of appre- 
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henfion that the King’s troops would be 
Hiked in the Ides. 

* Jt was concerted between Macbeth and 
Bancho, that the latter fliould proceed with 
2,500 men, to line the fhore oppofite to 
Caithnefs and Sutherland, and thereby in- 
terrupt their getting into Rofs-ih'ne •, whilft 
Macbeth, with the main army, ftiould march 
towards the Weftern Iflands. He received 
intelligence, that all the ftrength of the 
Rebels was to be collefted at Skie, there to 
wait until they fhould receive fome news 
from Caithnefs, thereupon to difperfe by 
different parties, and to land at once in 
ib many different places, as to prevent the 
army from fixing its attention to any one 
fpot, till it (hould be proper for jhem to 
re-affemble, and to form into one body, 
with their allies from Caithnefs and Suther- 
land, who, they thought, would have little 
difficulty to make good their landing. 

* Macbeth could guefs pretty nearly at 
the numbers of the Iflanders; he knew he 
was more completely armed than they could 
be, and imagined, if he could falute them 
with a vifit of furprife, he ffiould enjoy an 
eafy enough conqueft: he therefore col- 
lected together all the fea-boats upon the 
coaft, which, however, were not half fuffi- 
cient for his embarkation : he waited for a 
favourable evening, and intrepidly ventured 
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himfelf to fea with about 1500 of the beft 
troops, leaving the reft under the com- 
mand of a kinfman, named Kymmin, (a) 
to follow how loon he could fend back the 
boats. The pafiage was but fhort, and in 
favourable weather, could be performed in 
four or five hours. He fet fail about feven 
in the evening, and managed it fo, that a 
few boats, which were of the fame fafliion 
with thofe of the Skie boats, fhould firft gain 
the ifland, to prevent any fpies from being 
alarmed by their numbers, to make a rum- 
mage alongft the ftiore, and to fecure every 
living perlbn they fhould meet with, fo as 
to prevent intelligence. Thefe advanced 
boats got footing on the ifland before 11 
o’clock-, they did as they were ordered, 
and had made, of old men, women and 
children, about 40 prifoners. About half 
an hour after, Macbeth, with his ftrange fort 
of fleet, arrived: he debarked bis people 
with the utmoft expedition, and inftantly 
fent back the boats to the other coaft. 

(a) Probably the ancefior of the ancient, and af- terwards fo numerous name of Cumin, now fubdi- vided into a variety of different modes of riting it, flich as Cummin, Cummin, Cornym. Gumming, &c. a conje£ture the more natural, that it is iaid they re- 
tain in Scotland, at this day, the pronunciation of that name, as if written Kymmin, and not Camming. 
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They continued in a filent and defenfive 
pofition during the night •, and learning 
from the prifoners that the collefted ftrength 
of the Rebels was near two miles diftant, 
he hoped his plan would fucceed to his 
mind. When day-light appeared, he di- 
vided his people, and difpoled of them in 
(o many diftindt confpicuous places, that 
the enemy might be able to form no cer- 
tain opinion of their flrength, or, more 
properly, of their weaknefs. He law no- 
thing till towards fix in the morning, that 
could in the lead alarm him. About that 
time feveral fcouting parties were obferved 
reconnoitring, but quickly difeppeared} 
and by and by he perceived a detached 
few, fcven or eight perfons, advancing near 
to him: he was fure they could mean no 
hoftility, and therefore he ftiewed a readi- # 
nefs to welcome them. Thefe were a few 
of the peaceable people, who had been 
preffed, contrary to their inclinations, to 
join the rebellious ftandard : from them he 
underftood, that Macduald’s number a- 
mounted to between 3 and 4000, the half 
of whom, they imagined, would be, like 
themfelves, glad to abandon the infurgents, 
if they could find a favourable opportunity. 
Soon after this, Macbeth defcryed the main 
body of Macduald's party marching along 
the declivity of a hill, and endeavouring. 
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as he conje&ured, to pofiefs themfelves of 
a very advantageous ground, which they 
had but juft gained, when he could alfo 
difcover the boats returning with Kymmins 
divifion, within half an hour’s fail of the 
beach. The fame difcovery had been alfo 
made, much about the fame time, by the 
enemy, who, in hopes to harrafs them in 
their landing, profited of a hill which co- 
vered part of his people from the obferva- 
tion of Macbeth. He ordered about four 
hundred of his moft refolute people, under 
the command of a very daring kinfman, to 
file off by the farther fide of the hill, and 
to endeavour, unperceived, to gain the 
beach. Kymmin defcried their approach, 
and gueffing at their defign, he hurried the 
landing of as many of his men as might be 
able to make a diverfion, and cover the 
landing of the reft, until he Ihould think 
himfelf ftrong enough to make an offenfive 
attack. This manoeuvre he executed with 
great prudence, and very little lofs; and 
indeed it was of great confequence; for 
although, with the handful that were land- 
ed, he might have given them the flip, and 
got within fignals of Macbeth, yet he muft 
in that cafe have left his empty boats in 
their power, and the largeft part of his di- 
vifion, ftill unlanded, muft have re-taken 
themielves to fea, and hazarded the effe«fts 
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of a gale of wind, which then feemed to 
threaten them. His defence was the eafier, 
that the enemy durft not pulh him beyond 
a certain limit, for fear of expofing their 
attempt to the view of Macbeth, an advan- 
tage which Kymmin managed fo well, that 
while he continued fldrmilhing, the bulk 
of his command made good their landing, 
and thereupon the Macdualds began to re- 
tire. Kymmin was under a neceflity of pur- 
fuing them, becaufe had he left them, and 
proceeded towards Macbeth, he Ihould have 
left his miniature of a fleet a prey to the 
enemy. He purfued fo clofe, that the ene- 
my took flicker in an old fort on a declivity 
of the hill, which in front was impregnable 
to the force of arms ufed in theie days : 
he therefore endeavoured to gain the back 
fide of it, which in a Ihort time he effedled; 
but this part being fecured by a wall of 
fuch thicknefs, and although not very 
high, yet being built in fuch an oblique 
manner, that there was no fuch thing as 
climbing it up; and as they had no lort of 
materials by which they could raife any kind 
of counter parapet, he was on the point of 
communicating his. fituation to Macbeth, 
when, in the courfe of his perambulations, 
he dil'covertd, between that and another 
contiguous hill, a very fertile plain, natu- 
rally, and almoit entirely overgrown with 
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the plant known by the name Cumin : h< 
fet his people inftandy to work upon this 
field; they pulled up and bundled into 
fheaves great quantities of this plant, by 
piling up of which againft the back wall of 
the caftle, they formed an eafy alcent, and 
by that means (a) a fufficient number 
mounted upon it, and defending, fword 
in hand, into the body of the fort, charged 
fo brifkly the furprifed enemy, that moft of 
them were either flaughtered within the 
walls, or expofed to no better a fate, when, 
by opening the front paflages, they fought 
their flight through the parties that were 
polled there. Some ftragglers having, how- 
ever, efcaped to the main body, and in- 
formed Macduald of the mifadventure of 
that detachment, he was feized with the 
utmoft confternation, and by his irregular 
and confufed movements, the dilemma he 
was brought to was too obvious not to be 
perceived by the watchful Macbeth^ who 
was by this time informed by meffertgert 
from Kymmin, of the circumftances which 

(a) It is not very abfurd to imagine, with fom« of that name, that the garbti in the field of the arms of Gumming, &c. have an allufion to that sera of an- tiquity, and reprefent rather three fteaves of the plant Cumin, than'three corn ihcaves, as commonly 
Cndeiftood. 
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had fo long retarded their junction; upon 
which he immediately made a motion, as 
if to advance againft them with his whole 
force: this motion, however, he executed 
with great deliberation, as he intended it 
only to procure a farther profpeft of their 
increafmg confuflon, and to give the better 
opportunity for delerters to come in. Kym- 
win having now joined him, he forme,d a 
plan of extending part of his forces alongft 
the fkirts of the ifland, to prevent the heads 
of the cabal from efcaping by fea, in cafe 
they fliould, when hard drove, think of 
fuch an attempt •, whilft he, with about no 
more than 1000 chofen men, continued to 
march flowly after the chief body of rebels. 
This plan had an excellent effect; it cut off 
all hopes from the Rebels of any reinforce- 
ments •, it not only prevented all hopes of 
efcaping, but the detached parties inter- 
cepted, for the ufe of his own troops, fuch 
provifions as Macduald had commanded to 
be brought from the contiguous fmall 
iflands; and there was an opening every 
where for the difcontented of the infurgents 
to join the royal party at pleafure; and in 
fa<5l, the defertion from the Rebels was fo 
great, that Macduald was not now above 
800 ftrong: with thefe, who were chiefly 
kinfmen, or altogether dependants on him- 
felfj he judged it in vain to rifk a battle-. 



( 83 ) 
and Macbeth thinking it proper, by this 
time, to make the fignal agreed upon for 
the conjunction of all his out-detachments, 
Macduald offered to capitulate ; but as 
Macbeth would give him no other terms 
than to furrender at difcretion •, from the 
confequence of which, as he hoped for no 
mercy, he betook himfelf, with his friends, to 
another old caftle, which was, for thofe days, 
indifferently well fortified. In this fortrefs 
he defended himfelf with great refolution 
for fome days, till feeing at length that it 
was to no purpofe any longer to oppofe 
fuch fuperior force, he fubmitted to the in- 
ftances of his followers, and agreed to fur- 
render j but with the fame breath by which 
he gave orders to open the gates, neither 
chufing to afk, nor expe&ing mercy from 
Macbeth, he fell upon his own fword, and 
expired before the enemy got poffeflion of 
the caftle; and the young Caithnefs, who 
had not the refolution of a Macduald, fell a 
facrifice to the defperation of fome of Mac- 
duald’s kinfmen, who imputed to him the 
caufe of all their calamity. Now it was 
that Macbeth had the firft opportunity of 
giving a fign of that cruelty, which, by his 
actions fince, appears to have been at all 
times the latent pofieflbr of his breaft : he 
was as immoveable to the pitiable fubmif- 
fxon of the conquered, as he flood obftinate 
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againft the interceflions of Kymmin, and 
many others of the officers, who were for 
extending fome degree of clemency : he 
argued, that they were a ftubborn, feditious 
people •, that there was no confidence to be 
put in them; that they would, upon an- 
other occafion, be juft as ready for a revolt 
as they had been before; and as the ifland 
lay fo remote from the inland, they might 
find fubfequent occafions of being trouble- 
fome, when difturbances in other parts 
ffiould make it inconvenient to fend troops 
to fubdue them. From fuch a manner of 
reafoning, there was room to conjecture, 
that at that period he began to found in his 
own mind the bale of his future operations, 
and to preclude, by extirpation, thefe un- 
happy people from being any interruption 
to him, when he Ihould be in aCtion elfe- 
where. He began his feverity, by order- 
ing the head of the dead Macduald to be 
cut off upon a public fcaffold ; and, to be 
fhort, the whole garrifon were put to death 
by one means or other. The body of 
young Caithnefs, indeed, he ordered Ihould 
be buried, that he might thereby Ihun the 
imputation of perfonal revenge: and leav- 
ing a few of his own kinfmen, of the name 
of Macdonald, to be matters of the ifland, 
with injunctions to them to pick and chufe 
from amongft the women thofe who were 
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moft agreeable to them, and to tranrport 
the reft to other places •, he prepared to re- 
embark his army. 

‘ During thefe tranfaiftions in Skie, Bati- 
tho had fubdued, more by treaty than by 
conqueft, the Chiefs of Cnithnefi, Suther- 
land and Nairn, who having feen all chance 
cut off of any communication with the Mac- 
dualds, were very ready to fubmit to any 
terms which Bancho fhould demand; and 
accordingly, to prevent his farther incurfions 
upon them, they, at his defire, fent him- 
hoftages, as a fecurity for their inoffenfive 
conduit during the fpace of twelve months. 

‘ Bancho waited the arrival of Macbeth 
at Invernefs, from whence they both pro- 
ceeded to the Court, then at St. Johnftoun, 
or Perth, and were welcomed with every 
mark of approbation. They had enjoyed 
but a few days of congratulation, when a 
more ferious affair demanded their atten- 
tion, and required the united wifdom, as 
well as ftrength, of the whole kingdom, to 
form an oppofition to. The Danes had 
lately invaded England, and, unknown to 
the Court of Scotland, it had been at the 
fame time concerted. That, to prevent the 
Scotch from affording any afliftance to 
England, the Norwegians ftiould, about 
the fame time, make an attempt upon Scot- 
land \ and the firft notice of their arrival 
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was by the appearance of a very formidable 
fleet in the Frith of Forth^ under the com- 
mand of Sweno king of Norway himfelf, 
and who, without any interruption, had 
made good a landing on the coall of Fife. 
Macbeth, as the moft adtive, and now the 
mofl powerful perfon about court, was 
quickly commiflioned to make a tour thro’ 
the moft popular counties, with a general 
fummons for all degrees of men to attend 
the King’s ftandard, in defence of their 
country, their families, lives and fortunes : 
this fervice he performed with great expe- 
dition and fuccefs. In the mean time, the 
King, with Bancho, were to endeavour, 
with what force they could haftily get to- 
gether, and the reinforcements which came 
daily from fdacbeth, to advance towards 
the enemy, and to keep them in play by 
fkirmifhing, in order to gain time. But 
the King, who icon tired of adtion, did 
not know exadtly the ftrength of the Nor- 
wegians, and who placed an unreafonable 
confidence in the prowefs of his handful of 
men, infifted, contrary to the advice of 
Bancho, to advance, and hazard an engage- 
ment, rather than fuffer the enemy to pene- 
trate into the heart of the kingdom, as the 
Fanes had done in England. Accordingly 
he gave them battle ; and although Bancho, 
both by condudt and bravery, diftinguiflied 
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himfelf as an able commander, yet with 
confiderable lofs, but no difhonour, they 
were obliged to quit the field, and to make 
good a retreat to Perth. 

‘ Macbeth, in a few days, joined them at 
Perth; and if they had not luffered fo con- 
fiderably in their firft rafh attempt, they 
might, by this time, have formed a very 
different fort of refiftance. The natural 
confequence of fuccefs in war never fails to 
infpire the conquerors with frefh vigour; 
and the Norzvegians, who now lived on 
plenty, and quite recovered of the fatigue 
and indifpofition which attended their voy- 
age, became ten times more formidable 
than they were at their firft landing. Mac- 
beth, who had the moft comprehenfive eye 
of moft men living, rode out in difguife to 
reconnoitre-, and judging, from the num- 
bers and fituation of the Norzvegians, that 
with all the force the King yet could col- 
led!:, it would be very hazardous to rifle a 
decifive engagement-, and apprehending, 
that from the vicinity of the Caithnefs and 
Sutherland country to Norway, in cafe of a 
total defeat, that then the vicegerency of 
Scotland might fall into the hands of thefe 
difeontented Chiefs, he advifed in counc.l 
to gain time, by propofing to treat of a 
peace. This motion was approved, and 
I was named, as the propereft member of 
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the council to be employed in this negoti- 
ation ; in confequence of which, I let out, 
with proper attendants, for the army of the 
Norwegians. A parley being beat, and ad- 
mittance granted to the prefence of Sweno, 
I counterfeited fuch an air of fubmiflion and 
defpondency, that Sweno, as well as every 
officer about him, concluded that the con- 
queft of the Scots would be a very eafy af- 
fair. I pathetically reprefented to him, 
how inutile it would be to promote an ef- 
fufion of blood, fmce the Scots, confcious 
of their inequality to the prefent difpute, 
wanted only to difpofe him to offer them 
favourable terms of accommodation. He 
alked me, if the King my mailer had fur- 
nilhed me with the fubltance of fuch condi- 
tions as he hoped for; I obfequioully an- 
fwered him. That the King my mailer, too 
fenQble to his prefent low circumllances, 
did not prefume to demand, but confided 
in the generofity of the Norwegians to pro- 
pofe fuch articles as to him might be ac- 
ceptable. Such humility greatly flattered 
the Norwegian pride; he told me. That he 
immediately wanted fome liquors for the 
better refrelhment of his troops; he re- 
quired, that I Ihould inllantly difpatch a 
meffenger with orders, that his army might 
that very day be fupplied with as much 
wine, fpirits and ale, as could poffibly be 
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fpared from the other; faid, he would call 
a council that afternoon, to deliberate upon 
fuch terms as he would tender to the Scots, 
and fend me home in the evening with a 
duplicate. I. feemed happy with the fuc- 
cefs of my negociation, difpatched imme- 
diately a meflenger to the King, requefting, 
that a moment might not be delayed in 
fending to the camp of the Norwegians the 
liquors demanded ; upon which difpatcHes 
I affixed a certain leal, well known to Mac-- 
beth, and which imported, that lome un- 
ufual ftratagem was to be exerted. Per- 
haps you, my friends and deliverer, with 
others of fcrupulous honour, will cenfure 
this fuggeftion, as unjuft, and not ftridly 
confiftent with the fair rules of war; that 
nicety I did revolve in my own mind, and 
reconciled myfelf to the difficulty, upon 
thefe confiderations •, That the enemies 
were unprovoked invaders j that they had 
in a hoftile manner entered the kingdom, 
in contravention of fublifting treaties 
and that having commenced hoftilities con- 
trary to the law of nations, they had no right 
to be treated as an open and declared enemy. 
That if we could fubdue them by artifice, 
we Ihould certainly preferve the lives of 
many of our own fubjedts ; and as the de- 
fign was not to deftroy, but to render them 
inabtive, we ftiould even have it in our 
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power to fave numbers of theirs. Be this 
as it may, Macbeth was too quick not to 
profit of the hint he immediately prepared 
ibporificks, and, to the knowledge of as 
few as pofiible, he mixed with a proper 
quantity of the infufion, every calk of the 
liquors that were to be fent. Toward night 
the impatiently expetted efcort arrived with 
thefe liquors, and the imya.i\ex\x. Norwegians 
fucked in the fleepy draughts with great 
intemperance. How foon the liquors were 
delivered, tailed and approved, Sweno’s 
fecretary delivered me his preliminary ar- 
ticles for a treaty; the firlt of which being, 
that the Scots King, with his whole army, 
Ihould next day march, without any fort of 
arms, and deliver themfelves up at the 
Norwegian camp, to the mercy of King 
Sweno I need not enter into the reft. I 
took my leave, and returned with the el- 
cort to Perth. By this time the valiant men 
from Argylejhire, with the noble Thane at 
their head, had arrived, and now the army 
of Duncan made no inconfiderable figure. 
They were already in order of battle, and 
waited only for my return, to proceed in 
three divifions, commanded by Macbethy Bancho and Argyley fo as to alfault the 
enemy before day-light next morning. 
The opiate had had fo fully its effect, that 
Macbeth's divifion was in the heart of the 
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enemy, and had made a terrible daughter 
before two-thirds of them were awaked to 
their danger. Happily for Sweno, there 
had been fome few near his perfon, who 
never drinking ftrong liquors, were enough 
in their fenfes to throw him, intoxicated as 
he was, acrofs a horie, and hurry off with 
him towards thefea-fide, and had juft time 
to get him and themlelves on board a fmall 
veffel, before a detachment fent after them 
could overtake them. The reft of this 
lleepy army became an eafy prey; and it 
grieves my foul to relate the dreadful ef- 
fufion of blood which attended this vi&oryi 
for Macbeth, BanchO) and almoft every 
Chief, concurring in opinion, that 
King of the Danesy who was next neigh- 
bour, and in ftrift alliance with Swenoy 
would, as foon as the affairs between him 
and the EngUJh Ihould be adjufted, endea- 
vour next to revenge the affront given to 
SwenO) by another attempt upon Scotland ^ 
the Chiefs, I fay, all agreed, that it would be 
a dangerous meafure, by preferving the 
unhappy Norwegians, to entertain fo great 
a number of enemies within the kingdom. 
Although the determination, upon which 
fo many miferable wretches muft fuffer 
death, is fhocking to human nature to think 
of, yet the Scotch were not miftaken in 
their conje&urej for in lefs than two 
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months, the Court received information, 
that a numerous Danijh fleet had been 
efpied at lea, fleering towards Aberdeen. 
As the laft: army had not yet been much 
difperfed, they were foon re-colle£ted, and 
marched with all expedition toward the coaft 
oi Aberdeen. Tht Danes had but juft landed, 
when Macbeth and Baneho, again at the 
head of this army, ftill flufhed with fuccefs, 
fell upon them with fuch precipitation, 
that they never got time to form ; the one 
half of them were cut to pieces, and the 
other half happy to regain their Ihips. 

‘ Thus, the Norwegians and Danes hav- 
ing been both fo terribly handled in Scot- 
land, they were cooled of any farther de- 
flgns'againft that kingdom, which now be- 
gan to wear the face of peace and profpe- 
rity. But as that internal fecurity left too 
little for ambitious and aftive fpirits to be 
employed in, their heads were turned 
upon more felfifh objedts; and the uncon- 
trouled adlions of the Rofs fadlion were now 
regardlefs of either right or wrong, any 
farther than as their proper interefts were 
to be advanced by the one or by the other. 
They threw off even the difguife of adling 
for the public weal; and the whole nation 
obferving that its wealth and honours were 
likely to be all amaffed into that one fa- 
mily and its dependencies, a general dif- 
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content prevailed, and in a very little time 
the Rojjian fadtion became more odious 
than at any time had been that of Caithnefs. 

‘ The Thane of Rofs had too much pe- 
netration not to perceive it to be his inte- 
reft to gratify every wifti that could rife in 
the heart of Macbeth \ flattering himfelf, 
that as the affairs of civil adminiftration 
did not feem at all to tempt the inclinations 
of Macbeth, he had nothing more to do 
than to keep him from being difgufted, to 
make fure of his fupport; and with the 
fupport of Macbeth, who had been fo flg- 
nally fuccefsful in all his enterprizes, he 
thought he might domineer over every 
body elfe. Such a voracious appetite for 
power, founded too in avarice, could not 
fail of promoting almoft a general averflon ^ 
and the odium againft him grew to fuch a 
height, that from fecret difapprobation, it 
arofe to public murmurings. 

‘ The fpies of Caithnefs continued, from 
time to time, to communicate to him every 
tranfadbion about the court; and as they 
rather aggravated than leflened the pidtures 
of difcontentednefs, that fagacious Thane 
judged it no improper jundbure for him and 
his friends to Ihow themfelves once more 
upon the theatre of adbion : accordingly 
Caithnefs, with his faff friends, the Thanes 
of Sutherland and Nairn, returned to court; 
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and the too indolent King being daily teazed 
with the cry of grievances which he had 
not fpirit to enquire into, and hardly one 
courtier of any confequence about him to 
whofe confideration he dared to recommend 
them, he was at this time very happy in 
the return of thefe lords. The welcome 
they were received with, very much alarm- 
ed the Rojfians, and political difputers, who 
fhould have the ruling of the roaft, for 
that, as in other more modern courts, was 
the only match to the flame, were renewed 
with great violence and inveteracy on both 
fides. The many public complaints which 
had been for fome time ftifled, now iflued 
to the light, and in the beginning gave 
great advantage to the Caithnefs intereft, 
who already began, as the cuftom is, to 
turn out and in, to make room for their 
own dependants. But as maugre dear 
bought experience, they could not divert 
themfelves of that infolence by which they 
had formerly forfeited the affe&ions of the 
people, the warmnefs with which they were 
at firft fupported, did not promife a long 
continuance ; Rofs and his adherents had 
the addrefs to pick our pockets with a cour- 
teous bow, and the Anile of complaifance, 
whilft thole of Caitbnefs purfued the fame 
ends, but with the lefs tolerable comport- 
ment of pride and infolence. They behaved 
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as if, without giving you caufe to com- 
plain, they had a right to opprefs you. 

‘ Macbeth, during thele contentions, 
fteered with great dexterity between the 
two parties. Cait briefs, fenfible to Mac- 
beth's capacity and influence when he had 
a mind to employ them, appealed to have 
fmothered every former refentment, and 
laboured indefatigably to win him to his 
interefl:: and what was furprizing, confider- 
ing the atchievements he had already per- 
formed, it neither having entered into the 
head of the King nor of Rofs to dignify 
Macbeth with any honourable title, Caith- 
nefs was the firft who had the merit of pro- 
pofing in council, that Macbeth, as an ac- 
knowledgment of his great fervices, fhould 
be created Thane of Murray. 1 It was on the fame day that Caithnefs 
made that popular motion in council, that 
Macbeth himfelf communicated to me the 
account of a vifion he pretended to have 
been vifited with the preceding evening. 
‘ Ruminating (faid he) laft night in my 
garden, upon the party diftradtions which 
divide the Chiefs of this kingdom, without 
ever confulting about any meafures that can 
tend to make the fubjedts either happier, 
or the nation itfelf lefs contemptible, I was, 
by the gentle murmurs of that purling brook 
which glides through it, and the foftening 
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'even fongs- of drowfy birds, invited to re- 
pofe: I had flumbered but a fhort while, 
when methought, after a voice like diftant 
thunder, not noify but awful, and a pro- 
fped of lightening, not glancing nor fright- 
ful, but permanent and Ihining, there ap- 
peared before me three molt angelic female 
figures, whole loofe garments refembled 
the waving beams of the fun, and whofc 
heads feemed encircled with crowns of ce- 
leftial glory. The firft, in palling, fainted 

'me with—All hail to Macbeth* Thane of 
Murray! The fecond, All hail to Macbeth* 
Thane of Glamis ! And the third, All hail 
to Macbeth* King of Scotland!' Whether 
there was any fuch vifion or no, no body 
can determine, but his ambitious wife, to 
whom, as to me, he had related it, quickly 
raifed upon it the diabolic ftru&ure, which 
from that moment Ihe prelfed him to exe- 
cute with fo much vehemence. It has been, 
I imagine, upon the foundation of that 
vifion, that the ridiculous ftory was invented 
of his having been, in the fame language, 
faluted by three witches, whom he vifibly 
met in a foreft in the middle of a day; and 
howfoever much the fidlion of the witches 
may be better imagined, as better corre- 
fponding with the tyrannical conduft which 
followed it; yet I will vouch this dream, 
as now told by me, to be as it was related 
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"by himfelf, tong before the ftory of the witch- 
es was ever heard of; and I now confider it 
te have been nothing elfe than the efiedts 
of his perpetual thoughts, which incited 
him to form fuch a dream, to the end that 
he might obferve the impreffions which 
thefe epithets carried with them upon the 
minds of thofe who heard them. 

‘ I am, venerable Glamis, (continued 
Angus) the more particular in recaphulat- 
tng thefe circumftances, that, although you 
was not altogether a ftranger to them, yet, 
as your difap probation of the me aid res of 
all parties, difpofed you, even at that period, 
to court retirement, and as you could re- 
ceive information from none, but who, in- 
fluenced either by the one faction or the 
other, would reprefent them under fuch 
falfe colours as were moft for the advantage 
of the party they leaned to; fo, now that 
I am no doubt divefted of every temptation 
to ^partiality, and had better accefs than al- 
moit any other perfon to know the feveral 
movements, you will probably be the bet- 
ter enabled to form an ufeful judgment up- 
on the whole. Glamis approved, and 
Angus proceeded. 

‘ It was about the time I laft fpoke of, 
that you may recoiled:, there intervened 
That third party to whom you was inclined 
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to join yourfelf. This was Headed by 
Archibald, the noble Thane of Argyle, and 
who unqueftionably offered his fervices to 
adminiftration from motives truly patriotic. 
His family was refpeftable, his adherents 
numerous, and by that influence, fuftained 
by an excellent underftanding, and princi- 
ples of unbounded generoflty, he flattered 
himfelf with being able, by advifing an 
equal diftribution of honours, not regard- 
ing names, but the qualities of the perfons, 
to operate a reconciliation of parties, and 
that all fhould combine in one, and that 
one exert itfelf for the public profperity. 
Macbeth had difeernment enough to fee that 
a perfon of Argyle’s power and candid in- 
tentions would loon become very popular; 
and Argyk having a more favourable opi- 
nion of Macbeth's principles than you, Gla- 
mis, - rather fought than fhunned a con- 
nexion with him; Macbeth, on his part, 
appeared to efpoufe very warmly every pro- 
pofltion that came from Argyle ; although 
He was at the fame time fecretly managing 
the weak King in fuch a manner as to ob- 
ItruX, or at leafl to delay the execution of 
every falutary fcheme, to the end that he 
might rather aggravate than fuffer to abate 
that mean opinion which the nobles and 
gentry in general had long entertained of 
the unfortunate King. In fhort, by that 
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confidence which the Argathelian party put 
into Macbeth, and the countenance of thofe 
friends which he artfully contrived to pre- 
ferve amongft the others, he had now a 
much more fplendid court than the ne- 
glected Duncan himfelf. At thefe councils 
it begun to be whilpered, that the evils into 
which the indolent reign of Duncan had in- 
volved the nation, were become fo obfti- 
nate, that a thorough redrefs could hardly 
be hoped for under the government of a 
Prince fo weak in underftanding, fo fickle 
in difpofition, and fo irrefolute in the exe- 
cution of the belt purpofes; that in fine, 
thefe inconveniencies were arrived to 1’uch 
a pitch, that to furmount them required a 
King of a daring fpirit, and of a refolution 
not to be daunted or diverted. This was 
the very doftrine which Macbeth laboured 
to inculcate, and upon which he formed 
the approaches to his future grandeur. It 
became fo much an adopted maxim of all 
•or molt of the nobles, that although nor* 
of them chofe to haften it, yet every one 
wifhed for the King’s death •, but there be- 
ing no great likelihood of that, fome of 
them ventured to talk of depofing him, 
others to advife him to refign voluntarily. 

‘ Caithnefs, ever watchful to fuch mo- 
tions as he imagined he could, by one means 
or other* turn to his own purpoies, gave a 
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. hint to the Xing of the deliberations of the 
patriotic cabal, and adviled him immedi- 
ately to create his eldeft fon, Malcolm, al- 
though but a boy, governor of Cumberland, 
which had, during the feveral preceding 
reigns, been reckoned a neceffary, and the 
nextftep to the crown* This he advifed, 
not only with, the view of ingratiating him- 
ielf with the King, but with the hopes of 
becoming a iort of regent there during the 
Prince’s minority, and by that meafure to 
gam additional ftrength to his own power. 

‘ The King adhially propofed in courv 
cil, that his Ion Malcolm ihould be ap- 
pointed governor of Cumberland; and* 
without fuggefting any body* he added, that 
how foon the patent was made out, he 
would name a proper perfon or perfons to 
be his guardian and affiftant in the execu- 
tive parti as t0 which, by the advice of 
Caithnefs, it was his intention to confuk 
the Queen’s father, Sibert, Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, whom Caithnefs had pre-occui- 
pied in his intereft. 

‘ The Patriots knew well, that fuch a 
propoial had not come fpontaneoufly from 
the King, but that for certain it muft be 
the fcheme of fome more aclive head, in 
order to difconcert the projects of the new 
cabal. They were a good deal alarmed* 
and were of all things anxious to difeover 
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who amongft them could be the perfon 
artful and daring enough to throw fuch a 
plaufible obftru&ion in the road of their 
defigns. This difcovery Macbeth flattered 
himlelf he fhould be able to make, hot by- 
appearing jealous or inquifltive, but by 
brifldy folliciting the King, in the event of 
fuch a patent, that he, as neareft of kin, 
fhould be appointed governor to the young 
Prince. The King was prepared for the 
demand, and for once in his life, had the 
refolution to keep his fecret, and evaded 
giving a dire£t anfwer, by telling Macbeth^ 
that he was not infenfible to the preference 
which was due both to his birth and merit, 
but that as he had written for it, he was 
determined to come under no engagements 
until he had the advice of his father-in-law 
the Duke of Northumberland. Theunufual 
refolution fhewn by the King vipon this cri- 
tical occafion, was more touching to Mac- 
beth than all the eflfeft of the intended ap- 
pointment, and fpurred him on to haften 
the determinations of the cabal: pleafed, 
however, that the King, by thus having re- 
fufed him one of the firfl: requefts he had 
ever perfonaliy made in his life, had fur- 
nifhed him with a handle for not acting in 
concert with him. A general meeting of 
the Nobles, or Patriots, as they called 
themfelves, were foon convened, at which 

K 3 Caithnefs 



( 102 ) 
Caitbnifs attended amongft the reft.. They 
entered warmly upon the uncertain fitua- 
tion of affairs. Argyh obferved, how dan- 
gerous it was for any nobleman to rilk his 
honour and reputation in the fervice of the 
public, whilft he could not be one day af- 
fured but the very beft calculated proje&s 
would be defeated the next, by the change- 
ablenefs of the King’s temper: that for his 
part, he would take no ftiare in any admi- 
niftration that was not eftablifhed upon a 
more fobd balls; and boldly concluded, 
that although no man prefent had a more 
loyal and fincere affe&ion for the perfonof 
the King than himfelf, yet as he had neve.r 
efteemed him to be well qualified for go- 
verning, and that as it was no new thing 
in that kingdom to fet aftde or lufpend for 
a time the executive power of a King, for 
the evident advantage and better fecurity 
of the public, he defired to fubmit it, whe- 
ther Royal authority might not be 
fufpended, and placed in the hands of lome 
other, whom the majority of the Nobles 
fhould judge to be the beft qualified. 

Macbeth fpoke next, and, with all the. 
art of an experienced orator, declaimed up- 
on the affecting fenlibility with which he 
had long beheld the King his kinfman’s in- 
flrmit'fts: that he hacl always been obedi- 
ent to- the call of his country when the af- 

fiftance 



( *03 ) 
fiftance of his arms were required ; but 
that as affedtion for the King made him re- 
iudlant to cenfure his mode of government, 
he had very rarely aflifted at councils : that 
it was with forrow he had to obferve, there 
was yet fome unrevealed meafure of the 
King’s in agitation, which threatened a 
deeper wound to the independency and 
conftitution of the nation than any that had 
hitherto come to light, which was no lefs 
than a fchemejto over-awe Scotland and its 
[Nobles by the'power of Englijh interpofi- 
tion ; and thereby, continued he, we lhall 
become no better than a dependency! a 
province! to that better governed king- 
dom ! If there’s any nobleman in this place 
who is in the fecret of any fuch difgraceful 
meafure, I fhall expedt that he will ftand 
forth, and, for the honour of his country, 
make a full diicovery of what he knows ^ 
for if ever afterwards it fhould appear, that 
any one of us have been in fuch a fecret, 
and fhall not now make the difeovery de- 
manded, I will, for my fhare, at the rifk of 
my fortune, my fame, and my life, pro- 
nounce him to be a traitor, and the be- 
trayer of his country. None of you ftand 
in a nearer, but one in fo near a connedtion 
with the King as myfelf; and yet, without 
hefttating, be the confequence to Duncan 
as it may, I will openly declare to you the 
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caufe of my apprehenfions. We all know 
that there has been a motion made to ap- 
point the young Malcolm to the goyernment 
of Cumberland: I imagined 1 had a right to 
offer my fervice, as one of his tutors or a£- 
fiftants in that government: I propofed 
myfelf to the King, the firft boon I had 
ever perfonally afked of him j but how 
greatly was I aftonifhed, when, in return for 
all the fuccefsful aftions of my life, I was 
coolly told, that that momentous matter 
was to be directed by a nobleman of the 
neighbouring kingdom, by Sibert Duke of 
Northumberland! The confequences of 
placing fuch an important government, lo 
contiguous, fo neceffary to England, and 
which has been fo long the envy of it, into 
the hands of a powerful Engiijb nobleman, 
is too obvious to Hand in need of any ex- 
planation. I have difcharged my confcience 
of the weight that has lain upon it fince the- 
hour I ftood alarmed at fuch a propofal. I 
leave the remedy with you : and although 
J will concur in no meafure to the perfonal 
prejudice of my Sovereign, or his family, 
I will neverthelefs concur in every meafure 
that may better fecure the honour, liberty 
and independency of this kingdom   
Caithnefs, confcious that he was pointed at, 
rofe up; and endeavouring to vindicate the 
King on the fubjeft of his application to 
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Korthumherland) betrayed his being acce£- 
fary to the fcheme: he excufed the King, 
by alledging, that his having written to that 
Duke on the fubjedt, was with no other 
view, than as he was the Prince’s grandfa- 
ther, and Cumberland in the vicinity, not 
only of England, but of the Duke’s eftate, 
he might, by fuch an acknowledgment, en- 
gage the more his countenance and protec- 
tion to his grandlbn. He owned, that the 
King had in fo far communicated to him 
his intention, but that he could not con- 
ceive how any nobleman there fhould infi- 
nuate that there was any thing traiterous 
in fueh a knowledge; and finally, he, as 
ufual, fell into fuch a heat, and delivered 
himfelf with fo much fupercilious authority, 
that his arguments failed of their force, the 
cabal broke up, the chiefs of it determin- 
ing, conformable to the wifh of Macbeth, 
to adt no longer in concert with the Thane 
of Caithnefs, or any of his party. 
^ ‘ The Lady Macbeth, who indefatigably 
laboured to infpire her hulband with a paf- 
fion for government, had fecretly placed 
herfelf within hearing of thefe debates *, and 
as foon as Macbeth entered her apartment, 
Ihe flew to meet him, and caught him in 
her arms with unufual ardour. She vowed 
to him, that until that hour he had never 
made her half fo happy j that he had at 
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length convinced her that he could Ipeak 
from the foul of a man, and that Ihe flat- 
tered herfclf he would prove to her that he 
had alfo the refolution to ad fo. 4 This lad>, who had very little of either 
the temper of a Venu~ or of a Juno in her 
compofition, was neither troublefome to 
her hufband in refped of jealoufy or of 
love. She was of a moft uncommon turn 
of mind her ruling paflion was for Sway, 
and all the reft fhe made fubfervient to that 
of ambition : her thoughts were fo totally 
bent upon that one objed, that flie never 
fuffered herfelf to diflfolve into the natural 
foftnefs of her fex, and was truly incapable 
of making herfelf defireable in amorous en- 
joyments > infomuch, that as Ihe well knew 
that Macbeth, with all the martial and afpir- 
ing genius which any man could pofTefs, 
was neverthelefs extremely devoted to the 
amorous, ftie was careful to give him no 
fort of interruption in thefe purfuits ; on 
the contrary, that his mind might not be 
diverted from the Chace which fhe had in 
view, by employing too much of his time 
in the other fcent, Ihe herfelf would often 
procure for him ! Never was there fo Angu- 
lar a charader ! Thus unweariedly infti- 
gated by her, and prompted by his owt* 
inclinations for power, he grew impatient 
of uncertainty j he infpirited every one of 
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the cabal with fentiments of the neceflity 
of a revolution *, and in a fpecial manner 
h6 wrought up Bancbo, without whofe con- 
currence it would be difficult to enterprize 
any projedt more than ordinarily daring, 
to a fettled diflike of the King. He per- 
fuaded Bancho, that he would a<5t in con- 
cert with him, and even give him his in- 
fluence to fupply the place of Duncan, as 
he aflfured himfelf he had capacity equal to 
it; Bancho, on the other hand, knew that 
the preference would be in favour of Mac- 
beth ; but then, as Macbeth had no legiti- 
mate ifllie, nor the probability of getting 
any with his prefent wife, he had little 
doubt but the fucceffion would, at the long 
run, fall into his family, which Macbeth 
promifed to fettle by an aft of fucceffion, 
in cafe the voice of the cabal fhould declare 
for him. In fine, an accord was entered 
into between them to fupport mutually the 
fchemes of each other. 

‘ Caithness was no lefs bufy on the other 
hand in forming counter projefts: he per- 
fuaded Duncan, that he hazarded every , 
thing, if he continued in awakes-where he^^Ajd 
was furrounded by a Cabal, who were plot- 
ting the deftrudion of himfelf and his fa- 
mily : he therefore advifed him, in the firft 
place, to fend his children, with all poffible 
privacy, into England, to the care of their 
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grandfather j and next, to make a fuddea 
removal of himfelf to Invernefs, where ho 
would be nigher to thofe only powers who 
now remained attached to his intereft; that 
their forces would be able to protect his 
perfon $ and that there was little doubt, in 
cafe the Cabal fhould dare to proceed, by 
violent meafures, to fet up a king of their 
own, but 'Northumberland would have in- 
tereft enough with the King of England to 
march fome troops to maintain the right of 
a family he was fo nearly connected to j 
which, with thofe of his own friends from 
the northern provinces, might yet be able 
to difappoint the undutiful and difloyal pro- 
jects of the Patriots, as they called them- 
felves. His advice prevailed with the King, 
who, without giving any intimation of his 
intention to any of the other courtiers, fet 
out with his family for Invernefs. .As no 
body offered to interpofe in the leaft againft 
his departing, and every thing wore the 
face of quietnefs, Caithnefs apprehending 
no danger, left the King on the road, near 
the Blair of Athole, and proceeded to /«- 
•verne/S) that .he might there the better pre- 
pare for his reception. 

‘ Duncan propofed that night to fleep at 
Blair; and although the friends of Bancho 
have laboured, with every addrefs in their 
power, to acquit h imentirely of any acceflion 
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to the aflafTination executed that night upon 
the King, and to load Macbeth* or rather 
Lady Macbeth* with the whole odium of it, 
yet it was as ftrenuoufly afferted on the 
other band, that by whofoever orders the 
perpetrators of the maffacre were employed, 
yet that fuch of them as were obferved to 
be (kulking near the houfe that evening, 
were known to be dependant upon Bancho: 
and if Macbeth could be believed, he inva- 
riably affirmed to me, that it was a projedb 
concerted, without his knowledge, between 
his wife and Bancho. Be that as. it may, 
(for the truth has not, to this hour, Come 
to light) the affaflins performed their bloody 
bufinefs with determinednefs and cruelty: 
they made their way into Duncan's bed- 
chamber in the middle of the night, thro* the 
blood of the few guards, and every domeftic 
that attended upon him; and fo inlignifi- 
cant was he become in the efteem of his 
fubje&s, that the murderers retired in the 
morning, made their efcape without the 
leaft difcovery, nor was there afterwards 
any fort of inquiry fet on foot to bring them 
to light. 

‘ The news of Duncan's death arriving 
at Perth* Macbeth and Bancho had a preli- 
minary conference together : they fent for 
me, and gave me initruftions to examine 
the meflengers who had brought: the ac- 
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counts of the cataftrophe, and then di- 
re&ed me to fummon the nobility to af- 
femble at Scoon the day following. 

‘ Macbeth and Bancho were amongft the 
foremoft at Scoon; they both appeared in 
mourning, and affe&ed fo well a con- 
cern for the death of the King, that it 
would have been impoflible, without being 
in the fecret, to have fuipe<5ted them. Some 
of the nobles faluted Macbeth as King up- 
on his firft appearance, which he as imme- 
diately put a ftop to, declaring, that he 
pretended to no right but what the voice of 
the nobles, with the concurrence of the 
people, Ihould give him : that in point of 
kinfhip to the deceafed King, his coufm 
Bancho's pretenfions were little worfe than 
his; and he even went fo far as to fay, 
that in many rel'pedts Bancho had fuperior 
qualifications for governing; but withal, 
he artfully concluded, that in fuch a criti- 
cal conjuncture, when it was by no means 
the right of fuccefiion, but the diilrefied 
fituation of the country, that was to guide 
them in their choice, die hoped they would 
ail think as he did, and freely give their 
voices for that man whom they Ihould ac- 
count the molt likely to redrefs their 
grievances, and to reftore to the kingdom 
that credit and reputation which a reign of 
too much indolence had deprived it of. 
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He (aid, he had one nobleman in his eye, 
whom he regarded as perfectly qualified 
for that great bufinefs, and named the 
Thane of Argyle. That T hane flood up 
to fpeak, and probably to declare a deter- 
mination not to accept, fhould the voices 
fall upon him, when you, Glamis, infilled 
to be heard. I well remember the ftrength, 
folidity and juftice, of your reafoning: I 
fhall, with my latell breath, blame myfelf 
for not declaring for your opinion, and 
regret, that among fo many, there were 
none who had the honefty and refolution 
to fupport you. You boldly told the meet- 
ing, that you did not imagine they had 
been conveened there to chufe a King, but 
a Regent; or Regency ; that you could not 
look upon the Throne as vacant while the 
dcceafed King had children living, v/ho 
being young, might be educated with pro- 
per care, inftru&ed and trained up to the 
bufinefs of governing ; and that if the na- 
tion fhould be fb unhappy as to be dilap- 
pointed in the abilities of the Princes, that 
it would be then time enough to ele£t a 
King from another family, a meafure at 
prefent totally unconftitutional, and repug- 
nant to the eftablilhed laws of the kingdom. 
You was anfwered by Macbeth, who ar- 
gued, that governing according to laws 
had been for fo many years neglected, it 
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was to remedy thefe neglefts that a proper 
Ruler was now wanted •, that if you would 
undertake the regency, and fhould be in- 
verted therein by the ratification of the 
ftate, he would very readily concur ^ but 
for his part, he would fooner forfeit his 
life than undertake any fhare in the regency 
of a kingdom groaning under fuch miferies 
and diftradtions, as required the beft head, 
with the moft refolute heart, to recover it: 
that fuch a perfon or perfons muft not be 
rtiackled by the terror of fadion, to be 
made refponfible for every adion. that might 
be difagreeable to this or that fyftem of po- 
litics : No •, it was his opinion, that in fuch 
a difficult fituation, no method of govern- 
ment v/ould anfwer the exigencies of the 
nation but a kingly one, and that King to 
be inverted with power uncontroulable j 
for otherwife, concluded he, the fame con- 
tending parties which fio confoundingly 
diftraded the unhappy Duncan, will conti- 
nue, and have it much more in their power 
to diftrad a powerlefs or fettered Regency. 

‘ Macbeth having done, Rofo, as the fe- 
nior of the Council, rofe up; obferved. 
That it was ufelefs to put off time now in 
debating about the propriety of what he 
imagined had been already determined it 
having been agreed in a former council of 
patriots, that the deplorable condition of 
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the nation was fuch, as to demand an im- 
mediate and uncommon remedy, and even, 
by fufpending the executive authority of 
Duncan, and veiling in another the kingly 
power, it was judged as then expedient to do 
that in his lifetime, the propriety of which 
they were now debating about, when his 
death made it fo much the more neceflary ! 
He therefore moved, that they fhould pro- 
ceed to eleflion; which being agreeable to 
the generality of the aflembly, they pro- 
ceeded accordingly, and, by a vafl: majority, 
Macbeth was chofen King. He affedted to 
accept of the royal dignity with great reluc- 
tance •, he promifed to exert all his under- 
ftanding to reform the errors of the paft reign, 
and, as much as in him lay, to promote the 
general good. On the fpot he lummoned a 
council to attend him next day, and prayed 
that every meipber nvght be prepared to lay 
before him ftich circumftances as mo-ft im- 
mediately called for redrei's. 

At the meeting next day, you, GlamiS', 
having retired, fent under your feal a ien- 
fible and fpirited proteftation againll the 
whole proceedings, which Macbeth heard 
read without the leaft appearance of refcnt- 
ment: he regretted his not having the con- 
currence of fo able and honourable a coun- 
fellor 2& filamis, but he hoped that his con- 
duct and&fc&ions fhould foon reconcile him., 
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and every other whofe abfence fpoke them 
to be difgufted, to the new meafures of ad- 
min ift ration. in the mean time, that the 
government might diftinguifh its friends 
from its enemies, and know who were to 
be dreaded, and who to be trufted, he if- 
fued a proclamation, ordaining, that every 
nobleman and gentleman ftiould, upon a 
fixed day at the end of one calender month, 
meet in the Council-houfe at Perth, on the 
pain of being denounced traitors to theftate. 

‘ Never was a new reign opened with 
more applaule than was that of Macbeth ^ 
he Ihewed, that he neither would court nor 
fear the chiefs of the ditferent parties, but 
diftinguifhed them by honours and favour 
according to their refpedlive merits: he 
inftantly eltablilhed regular courts of jof- 
fice, and the people began to be charmed, 
by now feeing a dneadminiftration of right, 
of which they had been fo long deprived. 
He was the premier judge of every court 
himfejf, and often attended when his pre- 
tence was leaft expedted *, fo that property 
was fecured with impartiality, and oppref- 
fion was punilhed with unawed feverity. 
The remiffnefs of former government had 
encouraged the moft wicked of the people 
to prey upon their peaceable neighbours, 
and avowed gangs of thieves kept open and 
daring afiemblies, to contrive how they 
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might widi impunity moft fuccefsfully Torn 
upon, and pillage from thoi’e parts of the 
country where they feared no refiftance. 
In a word, it not being worth the while of 
the induftrious to improve their poflefiions, 
as they could not be fure of enjoying the 
effects of their labour; hufbandry was to- 
tally neglected, and defolation threatened 
to cover the face of the earth: robbers and 
pillagers were become fo numerous, that all 
communication from one part of the king- 
dom to another was interrupted, none dar- 
ing to journey without the elcort of fuch a 
force as few were able to maintain; nay, 
many of the public officers had been cor- 
rupted by the thieves; and thofe whofe 
duty it had been to give a check to the de- 
predations, connived at them. Macbeth 
made a general removal amongft all the 
out-parties, and replaced them by fuch 
troops, with officers over them, as he was 
certain would execute his orders. Thefe 
falutary meafures drove the thieves into 
more remote parts, and they formed into 
greater bodies ^ he employed trufty emif- 
laries to mingle with them, and by that 
means they were often led into fnares out 
of which there was no efcaping. At length 
he contrived, by one grand coup, and the 
force of money, of which he was very li- 
beral, to fubdue them entirely j he engaged 
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his emiffaries amongft them to harrangue 
them into an opinion that they could not 
now fubfift long upon paultry pilfering 5 
that they would do well to catch the firft 
favourable opportunity of linking one im- 
portant blow, which Ihould enable them t© 
chufe for themfelves fome one diftrid of 
the country the moft impregnable, and 
there, in an united body, to live and defentl 
themfelves maugre all refiftance. To this 
end he had it given out, that the whole 
treafures of Refs, Invernefs^ the 1 Hands, 
and Argylejhire, were to be collected, and, 
under different inconfiderable efcorts, to be 
brought down, for the greater fecurity, to 
Edinburgh : that all the parties were to ren- 
dezvous at Blair, and there to deliver over 
their charge to one treafurer, whom the 
King was to fend out to meet them for that 
purpofe; that then the leveral elcorts were 
to be relieved, and lent back to their re- 
fpedive homes: that nothing would be 
eafier than for the chiefs of the ravagers, 
unknown to the multitude, to manage their 
matters fo, as to aflemble by partial parties 
through the mountains in the neighbour- 
hood of Blair, and, upon an agreed fignal, 
to form into one body, to fall upon the 
King’sefcort, and make themfelves mailers 
of the whole trealure, with which they 
might with lately retire to any place to be 
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confidered upon for their future efta- 
blifhment. This plaufible device had its 
effect, and the chiefs of the banditti formed 
3 plan by which to execute it. Macbeth 
being duly informed of all this, took his 
meafures, by difpatching empty carriages 
into different parts, which were iuppofed, 
as intended to return loaded, to give the im- 
pofition the greater air of probability; and in 
the mean time he had prepared a fufEcienr 
number of his chofen troops, to be fituated 
in convenient ambulhes, from whence they 
were to iffue at an appointed moment, and 
furround the plunderers. This ftratagem 
had every effect his heart could defire; it 
was executed to a point; the robbers were 
totally defeated; and as many of them as 
were not (lain in the enterprize, were brought 
in prifoners to Scoon, and there made pro- 
per examples of. 4 The unexperienced tranquillity in which 
the middling and common people now lived 
throughout the country, dittinguifhed the 
beginning of this reign with numberlefs en- 
comiums, and added fuch ftrength to the 
hands of Macbeth^ that he had nothing to 
fear. 

‘ In confequence of his proclamation, 
3lmoft every man of confequence, Glamis 
excepted, appeared at court. The Thanes 
of CaithnefSy Sutherland^ and Nairn, alfo 
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returned, and tendered their allegiance; 
they were received, and even embraced. But 

‘ The reftlefs Rofjians, now finding that 
their influence had dwindled almoft to na- 
thiug, began to foment frefh difturbances. 
The Thane, arrogating the chief merit of 
feating Macbeth upon the throne, having 
propofed his eldeft fon, who by this time 
aflumed the air of a man of the firft confe- 
quence, to be general in chief of the troops, 
the King refufed his requeft, upon the foot- 
ing of the young Rofs not having fufikiency 
of experience for fuch a command. The 
Thane thought himfelf flighted, and from 
that moment nouriflied the feeds of refent- 
ment. Caithnefs perceived the coolnefs 
with inexprefiible fiitisfa&ion, and to make 
the moft timely advantage of it, prefled 
his fervice in every ftiape upon Maebetb. 
He knew them and their practices too well 
to fuffer the Crown to fall under the tute- 
lage of either of them : he declared he 
would have no favourites; that the beft 
fervice he could do his country, was to dif- 
countenance all parties; that follicitations 
for power or places ftiould have no effeft 
upon him ; that he would look through his 
own eyes, and promote fuch only, who in 
his impartial judgment fhould be beft qua- 
lified to fill the places they were to occupy 
for the public good. He defired they might 
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not interpret his declared purpofes as they 
had been accuftomed to interpret the too 
good-natured Duncan's, mere words, with- 
out a meaning, or he Ihould convince them 
of the contrary, by pundtually executing 
whatfoever had been once in his mind de- 
termined. Neither of the old fa&ions hav- 
ing been ufed to, nor reliftiing fuch cavalier 
treatment, were equally offended, and for 
once joined their heads together in the 
formation of projects to perplex Mac- 
beth's adminiftration. They retired in 
difguft into their refpe&ive countries, re- 
folving to invite the return of young Mal- 
colm, and in cafe he fhould refufe, to make 
a trial upon Bancho, or any other who 
fhould be more dudtile than they had found 
Macbeth. Manifefto’s were now publifhed 
in fupport of the lawful heir, and in oppo- 
fition to fuch lawlefs ufurpation, as threat- 
ened to terminate in the ruin of nobility. 
Such well-founding pretences induced fome, 
but a propenfity to fifh in troubled waters 
incited many more, who had been long ac- 
cuftomed to uncontrouled oppreflion and 
rapine, to join in the cry of thele difcon- 
tented Thanes. Amongft the malecontents, 
there were men of extenfive property, and 
a moft numerous dependence, which en- 
abled them to prepare for the field a formi- 
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dable power, at the head of which they 
foon difplayed a royal ftandard. 

‘ Macbeth was not afleep during thefe 
operations, but muftered an army, which 
he flattered himfdf (hould be fufficient to 
put a check to their defigns : to this army 
he appointed the noble Thane of Argyk 
to the next command with himfelf; and to 
be before-hand with any countenance they 
might hope for from England^ he ordered 
Argyle to march diredlly with the firft divi- 
fion, confifting of about 4000 men, and 
he followed the next day at the head of 
6000, leaving Bancho to the direction of 
affairs at home, and to have an eye to the 
fouthward, in cafe of any motions from the 
Englijh fide. Argyle marched ftraight to- 
wards the enemy’s rendezvous, who were 
aftonifhed to find by his advancing, that 
Macbeth had been lb unexpectedly expedi- 
tious in collecting a body to oppofe them; 
but having reconnoitred, and difcovering 
the advanced divifion not to exceed 4000, 
they determined, although their force had 
not all come in, to advance, and give them 
battle immediately. Argyle having intelli- 
gence of their intention, made a halt on 
advantageous ground, to wait the King’s 
arrival; but early next morning, and be- 
fore the King could come up, he was fa- 
luted with a violent attack * he difpured his 
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ground againft their fuperior numbers with 
amazing prudence and intrepidity, for al- 
moft two hours, when Macbeth'?, arrival 
with the fecond divifion quickly decided 
the combat. The enemy, now prefled, 
not only with fuperior courage, but with 
fuperior numbers, were put into the ut- 
moft confufion ; they were totally routed; 
a terrible carnage attended it; every one of 
the leaders, excepting the old Thane of 
Rofs^ who was killed, were made prifoners; 
but by my interpofition, feconded by Ar- 
gyle, the common people did not meet with 
the cruel fate which defbroyed the rebels in 
Skie\ the moment victory was afcertained, 
quarter in general was proclaimed for fuch 
fubjedts as fhould throw down their arms. 

‘ The whole northern provinces being 
now fubdued, Macbeth made proper fettle- 
ments, under the government, of fuch offi- 
cers as he could confide in, and returned to 
Perth in high triumph. The next queftion 
of confequence was. What fteps ffiould be 
taken with regard to the ring-leaders of the 
laft infurreftion ? Few of the council ap- 
peared difpofed to punifli capitally fo many 
men of the firft quality •, but Lady Mac- 
beth, now the Queen, always bent on extir- 
pation of enemies and although her own 
brother, the young Thane of Rofs, was one 
of the principal delinquents, founded no- 
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thing but execution in the King’s ear : fhe 
had a mighty influence over him, notwith- 
ftanding which, the concurring endeavours 
of Bancho, Argyle and myfelf, would have 
prevailed, had not, unluckily for thefe 
noblemen, news arrived very mal-a-prvpos 
that Macgild, the moft powerful ba- 
ron of Gallowayy had put himfelf at the 
head of a formidable riling in thefe parts; 
this news confpiring with the impreflions 
of the Queen, determined the fate of the 
Chiefs-, and accordingly the Thanes of 
RofSy Cailhnefs, Sutherland and Nairn, were 
all ordered for execution, and loft their 
heads early the day following. 

* The execution of thefe noblemen was 
no fooner over, than the King once more 
put himfelf at the head of a gallant army -, 
.and leaving Bancho and Argyle to conduct 
matters at home, he carried me with him, 
the fecond in command upon that expedi- 
tion. He made moft fatiguing and incre- 
dible marches with part of the army, in 
hopes to arrive timely enough to prevent 
any communication between the infurgents 
on this and the other fide of the river An- 
nan \ but not being able to accomphlh 
that, and his men being infupportably fa- 
tigued, he had been worfted in two feveral 
fkirmifhes j after which, in the night, Mac- 
gild, being much better acquainted with 
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that country than he, had laid a fcheme to 
furround him, and make him and his people 
prifoners before morning. Macgild had 
executed his fcheme with abundance of 
dexterity; and whilft Macbeth was man- 
fully ftruggling in the toils he was caught 
in, I, who fortunately had advanced half a 
day fafter than he expefted, came up to his 
relief, and cutting my way thro’ the rear 
of the enemy, threw my troops into the 
heat of the aftion. Upon my arrival Mac- 
beth was almoft quite Ipent, but re-infpired 
with frelli vigour, and re animating his half 
defponding troops, we jointly afiailed the 
enemy with fuch irrefiftible force, that in 
lefs than half an hour a complete viftory 
declared for us. Macgild was wounded, 
and taken prifoner; I petitioned for his life, 
but in vain ; Macbeth urging, that while 
fuch turbulent fpirited men were alive, he 
Ihould have no time to effedt that reformation 
in the civil and political government of the 
nation which he was fo anxious to accom- 
plifh •, but, as a proof that he was not in- 
fenfible to the timely fuccour I had brought 
him that day, he drew hislword, held it by 
the point, and delivering it to me, created 
me Thane of Angus, a title never before 
bellowed out of the royal family. That 
ceremony being quickly over, and he ac- 
cepting of my fword in place of his. own, 

M a he 



( .124 ) 
he enjoined, that in neither words, looks or 
actions, 1 fhould Ihew the fmallefl difap- 
probation of his next orders: he elevated, 
with luch implements as he could find, a 
fcaffold, which he ordered fhould be en- 
circled by the prifoners, and commanded 
them to Ihout with acclamations of joy, 
when, at the found of a trumpet, the exe- 
cutioner fhould fever the head from the bo- 
dy of the arch-rebel their leader; promifing 
them, that, as he Ihould difeover their fa- 
tisfa&ion to be real or counterfeited, he 
would deal with them accordingly : he re- 
garded them, as far as his eye could com- 
prehend them, with great exaftnefs himfelf, 
and he had agents mingled with them to 
report as to thofe he could not fee. How 
foon the execution of Macgild was over, he 
ordered all the prifoners to be drawn up in 
right lines before him, and picking out 
thofe who had been leaft affedted, and loud- 
eft in their huzzas, he alfo ordered them 
for immediate execution, declaring aloud, 
that thofe villains who could be fo indif- 
ferent about the fate of a mafter whom 
they knew, and had fworn to ferve, could 
never be faithful to another whom they did 
not know; and as he was refolved to take 
the reft under his protedlion, and employ 
them in his fervice, he Ihould hope, that 
as they had felt for the fuffering of a mafter 
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who had mifled them into rebellion and 
difgrace, they would adhere Hill more faith- 
fully to one who would never lead them but 
in fearch of glory and honour. This con- 
ceit, uncommon as it was, had an amazing 
effedl: upon the minds of the fellows who 
were faved, and who attached themfelves 
ever after fo clofely to him, that they were 
the very laft foldiers he had to depend upon. 

‘ By fuch uninterrupted fuccefles and 
refolute difcipline, he effe&ually humbled 
all the fpirit of turbulency for a timej and 
was now in a condition to eftablilli a peace 
upon a pretty folid footing ; for by thefe 
arts, and an awful, although difcreet, de- 
portment, he found himfelf, after his re- 
turn, not only rivetted in the efteem of the 
nobility, but in the affections of the people, 
which for a confiderable time he improved, 
by framing and governing by a number of 
more ufeful and wholefome laws than had 
been known in the days of almoft any of 
his predeceffors. 

‘ If accidents had occurred to occupy 
that activity of foul which prompted him 
to noble and warlike atchievements, he 
might have longer continued in the charac- 
ter of a great man; but an uninterrupted 
tranquillity leaving him now too much at 
his eafe, and as, if his mind was not em- 
ployed in one purfuit, it muff in another, 
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fo now libidinous, began to fucceed to mar- 
tial exploits and as his Queen was a wo- 
man who took no' fort of delight in con- 
jugal, or in any kind of amorous embraces, 
but had rather an averfion to mankind in 
that particular; and as the ambition of her 
foul was to govern, flie often ftarted game 
for her huiband, that while fhe might-en- 
gagerfhis attention to thele objedls, Ihe 
might enjoy to herfelf the greater pleafure 
of regulating the affairs of court. 

‘ As fhe was ambitious, fo fhe was ex- 
tremely jealous of her power i fhe could 
not bear the thoughts of any perfon living 
at eafe, whom fhe fufpedled to have the 
moft remote chance of fharing power 
with her: the recolledlion that Bancbo had 
fo much as been named, along with her 
hufband, as a competitor for the dia- 
dem, preyed conftantly upon her fpirits : 
fhe confidered every piece of refpedl that 
was paid to his modefty and merit, as de- 
trading from Macbeth', and fome of her 
creatures having, undefignedly, informed 
her, that it had been prognofticated to 
Bancbo by certain gipfies, “ that he or his 
pofterity fhould one day be Kings of Scot- 
land, and that the fucceflion fhould remain 
in his family as long as the nation flood;” 
her imagination was impreffed with an un- 
conquerable averfion to him: fhe placed 
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fpies upon all his adlions, in hopes of be- 
coming miftrefs of fome fcandal that might 
promote enmity between him and the King * 
but the prudent uniformity by which 
Bancbo fquared his conduit, baffled every 
hope that way: flie would fometimes pro- 
pofe to herfelf to alarm the pride of the 
King, by giving him a hint of the prophecy, 
but then flie thought too well of Macbeth'% 
underftanding, to fuppofe that fuch a frivo- 
lous ftory could influence him to break 
with a man, of whofe fidelity and friendftiip 
he had got Inch inconteftable proofs. Hell 
at length affifted her, and fuggefled the 
means of opening a breach between the two 
friends. About this time Bancbo had unfor- 
tunately introduced to court Inetta, a half- 
fifter of his, a young lady not lefs admi- 
rable for unequalled beauty, than flie was 
efteemed for a fliining underftanding-, a- 
dorned with fo much modefty of behaviour, 
that by every body flie was beloved, but 
rather fentimentally than paflionately : flie 
lived at Bancbo’s houfe, and from his rela- 
tionftiip and connexion with Macbeth, his 
fifter Inetta foon became familiar in the 
Queen’s parties. The Queen, with per- 
haps the moft vicious heart that was ever 
lodged in the breaft of a woman, had an 
amazing faculty of fmothering the cor- 
ruptiblenels of itj and by an admirable 
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dexterity in diflimulation, fhe could pals 
tor the virtuous or vicious, for the conde- 
fcending or infolent, for the diffipated or 
rigid ; and, in Ihort, could alfunie the con- 
trail of all that was good, or all that was 
bad, juft as the one or the other belt fuited 
her company ; in fo much, when at any 
time circumftances prejudicial to her fame 
had by accident tranfpjred, thofe of the 
molt unlufpedted reputations appeared 
ready to defend her. 

‘ The innocent Inetta, unfufpicious of illr had exerted every amiable quality Ihe was 
miftrefs of, to render herfelf agreeable to 
the Queen ; who on her part, was as anxi- 
oufly meditating how Ihe might turn her 
acquaintance with this beautiful young crea- 
ture to the ruin of herfelf, and the deftruc- 
tion of her brother and his family. To this 
wicked purpofe Ihe embraced the firft fa- 
vourable opportunity of reprefenting fuch 
a pidture of her to Macbeth, as could not 
fail to awaken his paffions with the warmeft 
prepofteflions in her favour, and with an 
immediate defire to fee her: the Queen 
pro mik'd to gratify his longing very foon; 
and accordingly, upon a day when Ihe knew 
that Lady Bancho was to be othcnvife en- 
gaged, Ihe rtquefted, that as ktv was 
determined to fee no omer con p.my. 
Lady Bandit) would uifpeuie with ti, at- 
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tendance of Inetta^ and allow her to pafs 
the day at her apartments: Lady Bancho’s 
confent was as fure to be obtained as afked; 
and thus the plan was prepared for dif- 
honouring the fair Inetta, under the colour 
of doing her the greateft honour that the 
preference of a Queen could confer. Mac- 
beth, on pretence of retiring from the fa- 
tigue of bufinefs, to divert an hour with the 
Queen, whom he imagined, as he faid, was 
alone, entered without any ceremony into 
the chamber where fhe and Inetta were 
amufing themfelves: he faw her, and at 
firft fight (lopping (hort, he addrelfed his 
wife-I imagined, my dear, faid he, you was 
alone; my eyes convince me that you are 
not alone but whether it is a human crea- 
ture or an angel you are happy with, my 
fenfes cannot yet diftinguilh! pray unde- 
ceive me : the Queen told him, fmiling, 
that his eyes were not often miftaken •, 
then taking Inetta by the hand, who had 
refpeflfully railed herfelf to falute the King, 
bid him not be afraid, for if her companion 
was an angel, (he was a corporeal one, and 
in that lame angel he might embrace a 
coufin, in the perlbn of Inetta, filler to his 
friend Bancho! Macbeth, more touched 
with that awful and unaffedled modefty 
which were the di(lingui(hing ornaments of 
Inetta's charms, than he had ever been with 

any 
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any beauty before, advanced and faluted 
her, but rather with a courtly decency than 
that kingly ftatelinefs which he wore upon 
other occafions: he immediately fell into 
converfation with her •, and if he was at firft 
fight ftruck with her figure, ne was now no 
lefs tranfported with that fenfibility and dig- 
nity with which Ihe mode ft ly delivered her- 
felf upon every fubjed. The Queen made 
many errands to give them an opportunity 
of being fete a te/e, and on fuch occafions 
Macbeth would make fly advances, to guefs 
at the pulfations of her heart; all of which 
ferved no other purpofe, but the more to 
convince him that fhe was of a very differ- 
ent complexion from any of thofe to whom 
he had formerly tendered his addreffes. 
Such diftant, tho’ courteous deportment, 
the more enhanced the value of her charms, 
and infpired him with a greater ardour to 
enjoy them; though the refped which her 
manner commanded, made him keep a very 
tight rein over his glowing paflion. The 
Queen was happy to obferve how well her 
fcheme went forward, but wifhed to fee the 
King’s defires inflamed to a greater violence. 

‘ Inetta having taken leave, the Queen 
rallied her huflband with having been rather 
a whining than a manly lover; he account- 
ed for that, by telling her, that if he was 
not much miftaken, Inetta pofieffed per- fections 
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feftions that were not to be fubdued by 
ftorm that all the game which had hither- 
to been darted for him, were, in compari- 
fon of Inetta, fit only for the chafe of potch- 
ers •, but the lovely and accomplilhed Inetta 
was truly worthy the purfuit of monarchs ! 
The Queen, not fo well contented with that 
ferious manner in which he treated this 
amour, revolving in her mind how fhe 
might dir up his pafiion to more intempe- 
rate emotions-, told him, that as he had yet 
but half feen the beauties of Inetta, die 
would contrive to gratify every fenfe with 
a more complete perfpeftive of them : I 
intend to-morrow, faid the Queen, to en- 
gage her to bathe with me, and from the 
inlet of light over the door of the bathr which I will leave unlatched, you may get 
an opportunity of feaftiftg your eyes with 
the whole objedt, as maderly nature finifhed 
it: Macbeth was in extacy with the thought, 
and in the utmod impatience waited for 
the hour that was to prefent fuch delight to 
his fight: the moment arrived, and by this 
malign plot of Margaretta'%, the whole 
charms of the innocent and unfufpedting 
Inetta were difcovered in their native beau- 
tifulnefs! At that indant he would have 
bartered his life and crown, to have had the 
power of retaining his fenfes, and to be at 
the fame time transformed into a bladder of 

air 
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air, or a curl of water! If he was captivated 
before, he now raved ! he had no ideas that 
"were not filled with Inetta! and he was deter- 
mined not to live many hours without the 
pofieffion of her! Bufinefs, company, every 
thing became difguftful to him : to me 
alone he communicated the earnings of his 
foul; and I fhall never forget his pathetic 
reprefentation of the bathing fcene, from 
which an able painter might have defcribed 
a Venus, exquifitely finer than any thing 
yet produced by poetic imagination ! Be- 
lieve me, Glamis, I employed all the force 
of my tongue and underftanding to divert 
him from the purfuit of an intrigue, which 
already looked big with interruptions of 
inquietude and horror; derogatory to his 
interefi:, honour and reputation ; and above 
all, injurious and ruinous to the peace, 
fame and fortune, of a young lady whom 
he owned was worthy of the firft diadem 
on earth; and whom, by all the rules of 
honour and hofpitality, it was his duty to 
proteft: in fine, I urged the breach of 
every thing facred in friendfhip, and ex- 
prefied my amazement, that thofe clofe ties 
that had fo long and warmly connected him 
to the noble Bancho, did not upbraid him 
for entertaining the moft remote thought 
of dilhonouring his family! But I might 
as well have preached to the winds; his 
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pafiions were up ; and when they were fo, 
he was ever deaf to argument: upon this 
occafion he checked the liberty I had taken 
with more heat than I had hitherto experi- 
enced ; I then foftened my mode of rea- 
foning, and hoping at leaft to defer his 
impetuofity, I recommended to him an af- 
fiduous application of fair means •, obferv- 
ing, that there were few women, how much 
foever obftinate in the beginning, that had 
refolution with firmnel's to oppofe the 
charms of royalty in an adorer, efpeeially 
when the moft favourable opportunities 
could not be wanting to enforce importu- 
nity. 1 told him, that violence would pro- 
cure but half enjoyment, and bid him 
coolly afk himfelf, how different he fhould 
efteem the delights which Inetta was ca- 
pable of beftowing voluntarily, and thofe 
which in tears and diflradtion he might be 
able to raviffi from her: I gained fome at- 
tention to this fort of reaibning, which I 
improved to the bell advantage in my 
power. He fought every occafion of being 
in her company; and the profligate Queen, 
that fhe might forward the rapacious de- 
fign, always contrived they fhould be left 
alone. According to my advice, he had 
command enough of himfelf to begin by 
gradual advances; and Inetta apprehend- 
ing no ill, entertained him with a difcreet 
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freedom *, until one day he turned the con- 
veriation upon the honour of the fex, which 
he treated very lightly, and as no more 
than an ufefulphrafe to defend them againft 
attacks of pleafure, when they difliked the 
objeifl. Inetla began to be alarmed, and 
pled the caufe of her fex with fuch uncom- 
mon fpirit, as rather excited than extin* 
guiflied his flame: with eyes fparkling 
love, and emotions boiling with de- 
fire, he threw himfelf at her feet, told her 
how miferable he was to be deprived of the 
power of making his mind known to her, 
by means which honour might juftify •, 
that maugre all reftraint, he could not 
longer Another the labouring fecret; and 
that unlefs flie gave him leave to hope, 
he muft make a wretched example of him- 
felf! He grafped her fo fait, there was no 
eicaping; he prefled ardent kifies upon her 
trembling hand ; thence he rofe to her 
Ihivering lips, and, amidfl: a variety of 
ftrugglings, without giving her time to 
utter a word, he raviihed numberlefs kifies ! 
At length flie dilentangled herlelf, and was 
flying from his arms, when the Queen 
thought fit to enter-, flie faw the confufion, 
and alking what was the matter, the King, 
afiuming a jocular fort of air, replied. No- 
thing at all, my dear, but that I have been 
robbing the delicious lips of Inetta of fome 
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fweet kifles, which fhe had very ill will to 
part with •, fhe thinks me, I fuppofe, too 
old for fuch favours ! Inetta imagining, 
with juftice, that the Queen would load 
her hufband with reproaches for the violent 
freedom' he had taken, waited, with anxi- 
ous impatience, for her reply-, but how 
greatly was fhe aftonifhed to hear the Queen 
obferve, that Inetta was but young at 
court, elfe fhe would put a higher value 
upon the kifTes of a King; efpeciajly, ad- 
ded fhe, when lb innocent, my Lord, as I 
ftippofe your’s to have been •, a little Pla- 
tonic love from a King, is what the molt 
fcrupulous lady may admit of!—And all 
other love, replied Macbeth^ being yout; 
due, my Queen, I flattered myfelf, that 
neither you nor Inetta would difapprove of 
a little harmlefs amufement. 

‘ ! like not, anfwered Znetta, to play 
with- even the preliminaries of love, which, 
although perhaps not criminal in them- 
felves, will be interpreted otherwife by the 
world f the King’s Platonic addreffes 1 fhall 
hot prefume to judge of •, but as the warmt h 
with which he enforced them, was of that 
nature, that I fhould have relented with 
indignation, had they been offered by 
the greateft fubjedt of the kingdom -, fo 
even from the King they have left ftich an 
knpreflion upon me, that however dutf- 
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fully I refped Jiim, yet I fliall eonfeis I 
have a greater regard for my own reputa- 
tion and peace of mind ; and therefore, un- 
lefs I can be alfpred that I lhall not be per- 
fected with any tore of them, I muft beg 
lipave to retire from the court: the King, 
and you. Madam, will the more readily ap- 
prove my relblution, that the honour I 
have of being related to him ought to in- 
fpire me with a caution to rifle nothing that 
may be inconfiftent with that high blood 
which flows through my veins; and if I 
ever fliould hearken to love, even the love 
of a King! it lhall be one who has the 
power of offering with it a crown ! 

‘ The Queen affe&ed to applaud her re- 
folution, although Ihe could very ill fto- 
mach the dignity with which (he concluded 
what (he had faid *, nay, (he began to be 
fufceptible to a fear, that the very fire 
which (he had been fo induftrious to kindle, 
mightarrive to fuch a pitch, as might termi- 
nate in her own ruin: (he knew that Macbeth 
was not to be baffled, after he had refolved i 
(he faw how defperately he was in love, and 
apprehended that he would try to obtain 
the enjoyment, let the purchafe be ever fo 
dear to himj (he therefore determined, 
that as there was no fecurity for herfelf, 
but by obtaining the gratification of 
the King’s palflon upon any terms. 
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if the fair Inetta was not to be fub- 
dued, by the ordinary fnares formed 
conquer virtue, to betray her into com- 
pliance. She foothed the King as well, 
in the mean time, as Ihe could; fhe 
intreated him to be patient for a few' days, 
and undertook at the peril of her life, by 
one mean or other to acomplifh his hap- 
pinefs. 

'‘The King however not feeing the idol of 
his foul as ufual, grew penfive and melan- 
choly, it was impoflible to entertain him, 
Bancho furprifed him one day whilft he was1 

walking and mufing' in his palace garden : 
and as a friend, intreated to know the caufe- 
of his difcontent? Macbeth tried in his pre- 
fence to put on an appearance of greater 
compolure, but the emotions of his heart 
would not difguife for him : Bancho prefled 
him the more earneftly, to let him at Icalt 
lhare in what diftreffed him, declaring if 
he Ihould not have the power to ttlic-iHi- y 
he Ihould certainly lighten the burthen by 
bearing a part of it.—He told Bancho that 
he of all others, was the kail likely to 
alfift him, and therefore defired he might 
defift from inquiring into the knowledge 
of what if once known, would give him 
pain, and rather if poffible add to, than 
leflen his own. Bancho little dreaming 
what could be the caufe, ftill perirfted’,. 
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yea, conjured him by all the ties of facred 
fnenclihip, to difclofe his mind, with an 
afleveration, that if his life and fortune 
could reftore to him that tranquility, which 
fome malignant fpirit had rob’d him of, 
he might command them : Well then, 
friend Bancho, faid Macbeth you fhall 
know, and many other men in your place 
would purchafe my relief, although you 
who alone can do it, will I am almoft cer- 
tain, refufe it ; Know too inquifitive 
friend, that I love ! that, to diliraClion I 
Iove;! thy adorable filter, the fair Inetta ! 
You have faid you would purchafe my 
quiet at the expence of your life and for- 
tune •, you may if you dare, befriend me 
without the forfeit of either. Banchor like one thunder (truck, hefitated to reply. 
At length recovering himfelf; I little 
thought faid he, that the Wound could 
point there ! I did fay, I could facrifice my 
life to your repofe, but you cannot think 
I would my honour ! No ! Macbeth would 
not permit, that Bancho fiiould confpire in 
proftituting to luft a filter! a virgin of 
your own blood ! You have not fo poor 
an opinion of my virtue !—Bancho ! Ban- 
cho ! .laid the King, I know well thy virtue 
in love affairs •, and that on other occafions 
it has been thy maxim, That the love of 
a fine woman dilfolves all connexions and 
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confiderations whatever. But no more of 
that : a flight ftruck out, only, to try the 
firmnefs of your virtue, which I am atraid 
will rife with equal repugnance, when Jl 
open to you, the true fcource of my me- 
lancholy meditations. 1 have told you that 
it is you alone who can operate m reiief ^ 
but that you of all other men will proba- 
bly the moft oppofe it. My fouls anxiety 
then my dear Bancbo continued he, 
nicely endeavouring to turn oflT the atten- 
tion from his filler, fprings from the mif- 
fortune of my having no children •, the 
people I imagine are always difcontented, 
under a barren reign i and although next 
to my wife, I have the greateft affection 
for your family, yet I confefs 1 fhall never 
be eafy, unlels I can fee a chance of being 
fucceeded by either one of my own, or one 
of my wifes body ; I have had, and may 
have children of my own body, but thefe 
the law of the land exclude. My wife is, 
to appearance, as likely to have children 
as any other woman, and therefore I have 
long thought that a change or the culture, 
might effedt, what my conftant toil has 
never been able to produce. 1 have faid, 
that you are the Angle man on earth 
who can afliit me; but the only man 
whom I am afraid will not confent to. the 
means \ I fay, the only one who can 
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afllft me, becaufe there is not another in 
life, to whom I would truft a fecret of 
fo much importance-, and yet the only 
one whole confent I cannot expefl, becaufe 
of difappointing your own pofterity. 
Thus did this artful man, as had been be- 
fore hand concerted between him, and the- 
as artful Queen, give a very fpecious tunv 
off, to his bafe defigns upon the virtuous 
Inetta ; when he found that her Brother 
was not to be feduced, to be an accomplifh, 
in fuch a difhonourable fcene of debau- 
chery. 

‘ Bancho was no lefs amazed at the laft, 
than with the former propofal: He told 
the King, his language was beyond all 
eomprehenfion; that he certainly fpoke in- 
paradoxes ^ but if they were to have no 
other end, than to divert his melancholy,, 
he was happy in being the objeft of them : 
Macbeth ftudied as much as in him lay, to 
perfuade Bancho that it was the affair of his 
own family, and nothing regarding hetta, 
which was the caufe of his difcompoiure : 
Bancho however reafoned with him, as to 
the impropriety of that project alfo, fup- 
pofing it could have entered into his head ; 
and argued, that if he was to prevail with 
any perfon whatfoevtr to undertake fo un- 
heard of, and hazardous an attempt, the 
confequence would be rather to difquiet ■ 
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him the more, than in the leaft to tranqui- 
life him: fo for this time they parted 
neither of them very well contented : Mac- 
beth was unhappy in his unfuccefsful en- 
deavours with Bancho \ and Ban. ho could 
not help, being greatly alarmed with ap- 
prenfions on account of his After. Heim- 
mediately went to find her, and when he 
learnt from herfelf, what had pafled be- 
tween her and the King, he was confirmed 
in his fears; for although the indifferent 
part the Queen had adtedin the fcene, 
had a good deal compofed the fears of 
the unfufpicious Inetta, yet Bancho who 
had more experience in the machinations 
of mankind, was very much difturbed in 
his mind about it; it was therefore reiblved 
between them, that Inetta Ihould embrace 
the very firft opportunity of retiring into 
the country, without faying one word 
about it, until Ihe Ihould be ready to take 
her leave. Macbeth on his part having 
difclofed every article of the converfation 
to his wife, who was keen in the project of 
enticing Bancho to her bed *, rather to fa- 
tisfy ahelliih, than a fond guft of paffion re- 
commended it to him, to renew his applica- 
tions withearneftnefs, to gain that end ; and 
I promife you, fays file, thawhe fame night 
that you can engage Banco to attempt my 
bed, you ftiall be received into that of Inetta. 

Macbeth 
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Macbeth now Ihutting not only his eyes 

hut his underftanding to every principle of 
honour, friendfhip or humanity ; and aggra- 
vating in idea the refentment he had awaken- 
ed in Bancboy on account of an avowed de- 
fignupon his fitter ; prompted by the moft 
ungovernable luft for her! and eonfider- 
ing him as an almoft invincible of obftrue- 
tion to the completion of his happinefs : 
he relblves to purfue his wife’s advice, let 
the confequences be what they may. He, 
therefore, in a fit of real languor and per- 
turbation of mind, fends for Bancho to at- 
tend him in his clofet, and there renewed the 
difcourfe upon the mifery he fuffered, and 
which preyed every day, he laid fo much 
deeper and deeper upon his fpirits; thac 
it was become quite infupportable to him ? 
he continued, by telling him that he had 
even mentioned his propoial regarding1 

Bancho to the Queen, who although at 
firft much difcompofed by it, was at length 
fo moved by the diftrefs fhe faw him in, 
that he did not doubt of reconciling her 
foon to the experiment propoled, extra- 
ordinary as it was ! lb that now my friend, 
concluded he, the peace, or wretchednefs of 
your King and friend, is entirely depend- 
ing upon you. The gravity with which 
he delivered himfelf upon this occafion, 
made fome imprdfion upon Bancho •, who- 
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fearing that every objedtion he might op- 
pofe to it, would be interpreted as fpring- 
ing from felf intereftednefs, appeared ra- 
ther confenting than averle to the defign: 
but withal, hoping ftill to procure a delay, 
he urged, that if the Queen (hould be 
prevailed with, to commit fuch an uncom- 
mon violence, againft decency and incli- 
nation •, yet, that he the King, fhould un- 
doubtedly have left the choice of her ob<- 
jedt entirely to herfelf: Macbeth replied, 
that he had truly done fo •, and that as it 
was an intrigue prompted by no fort of 
paffion, but merely an affair of expedien-r 
cy, her opinion coincided in every refpedt 
with his •„ that in an endeavour of fo vaft 
importance, where the honour and credit 
of the kingdom, with her perfonal fame 
land reputation were the valuable ftakes, if 
there was any man on earth deferving of 
fuch a confidence, it muit be Bancho. Ban- 
cho could not eafily conquer a variety of 
doubts which fprung in his mind ; but he 
had heard too much •, he knew not how to 
recede. Macbeth perceived he was hefita- 
ting, and fearing the plot fhould mifgive, 
began to upbraid him, with want of 
friendfhip, and infenfibility to the honour 
propofed to him. Bancho affined the 
King, that in point of friendfhip no man 
ever felt its impreffions ftronger than he; 

and 
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and the honour of prefering Kim to the 
Queen’s bed was undoubtedly unexampled, 
but withal he faid, it was an honour of i'uch 
an extraordinary nature, and charged with 
fuch hazards in the execution, that for his 
loul he could not tell how he Ihould mufter 
up a fufficiency of aflurance, to make a 
tender of his perfon, to a Queen whom he 
had never approached but with venera- 
tion. Macbeth bid him be perfectly eafy 
on that fcore •, that every thing fhould be 
fo conducted, as that he fhould enjoy the 
plealure, or perform the duty, which ever 
he chofe to think it, without the expence 
of one blufh. In fine ; Bancho at laft, tho’ 
very reluctantly, promifed to be at the 
King’s difpofal, and to proceed in the 
affair as he fhould be by him directed. 

‘ Macbeth now haftens to greet his Lady 
with the fuccefs, and to remind her of the 
promife to accomplifh his fruition in the 
confequence: She had already prepared 
for the event, in her imagination, ever fer- 
tile in mifchiefs ! An aniverfary feftival was 
at hand, fhe plans the execution of her 
dire intent for that night. In the interval, 
the King having aflumed a more regular 
and eafy appearance, than had been ob- 
ferved for fome days paft; and having 
commanded even his looks, from betray- 
ing any fymptons alarming to Inetta: 
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fcancho a<5hially began to banilh the alarnii 
he had entertained ttpon her account, and 
to believe that the King’s uneafinefs had 
really proceeded from the ridiculous caul’e 
he had himlelf afligned for it, and was 
therefore lefs folicitous about her depar- 
ture from court, than otherwife he would! 
have been. 

‘ Upon the morning of the fatal day, that 
Lady Macbeth had ddtined for the moft 
unnatural tragedy that ever was afted, 
Macbeth called .upon Bancho in the morn- 
ing, and telling him, that that was to be 
the night, which he hoped would beget 
him an heir for his Kingdom, he in- 
vited him, with his family, to comme- 
morate the feaft, which was his own 
birth-day, at the palace ; and, fays he, 
that you may be under no fort of appre- 
henfions of committing any difagreeable 
furprife upon the Queen, and to prevent 
the blufhes of either of you, I will myfelf 
condudt you into, and help to undrefs you 
in the bed-chamber! And to give the 
moft natural look to the whole, continued 
he, that neither the domefticks of your 
houl’e, nor of the palace, may make any 
fufpicious obfervations, I will at fupper 
publicly infill, that you, your fon and 
filler, may all fleep in the Palace for the1 

night. Bancho was now too deeply en-1 
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gaged, to diffent from any thing he pro- 
pofed, and therefore went about making 
the necefiary preparations to partake of a 
feftivity, which was to be crowned with 
the deftru&ion of himfdf and family. 

‘ Never was there a more fplendid court, 
than came to folemnize that anniverfary ; 
the day was fpent in the height of luxury 
and joy, nor was there the leaft room left, 
for the moft prying eye to fulpedt that it 
could end otherwife than as it had begun; 
only, as if providence had meant to dif- 
appoint the blood thirfty Queen in her 
hopes of annihilating a whole rage, which 
was her mercilefs defign; young Phans, 
Bancho’s fon, was taken fo fuddenly ill, 
that it was necdfary to carry him home, 
and which accident had well nigh defeated 
the whole projed: •, for the tender hearted 
Inetta, who doated on her nephew with a 
parental fondnefs, would not participate 
in any of their diverfions, but infilled on 
attending him home, until it fhould be 
(een what turn his illnels might take. 
1'hi's interruption threw fuch a cloud of 
heavinefs over their enjoyments, and more 
over fome of their expedations, that the 
face of things was changed from gaiety 
to fadnels. Macbeth counterfeited a pro- 
digious concern for Phans, and would not 
rdt fatisfied, unlefs he went in perlbn to 
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fee how it was with him; and that he might 
leave no room with Bancho to imagine that 
he had any fort of inclination to catch Inetta 
alone, he moft artfully defired Bancho to 
go with him ; which he as readily com- 
plied with. They found Fleans fo well 
recovered, that he might have rejoined the 
company, but his phyfician difuaded it: 
the reft however all returned immediately 
to the palace, and there renewed their 
jollity. A few feledted favourites were 
kept to fupper •, amongft thefe Bancho and 
his ftfter, who having got notice by the 
phyfician that young Fleans had gone to 
reft, quite compofed, they could not refift 
Macbeth's importunities to deep in the 
palace. 

‘ Now the hour arriving for the accom- 
plilhment of the Queen’s inhuman pur- 
pofes, flie retired with the devoted Inetta, 
and another, a lady of the Bread Albane 
family, a maid of honour, to their refpe<5live 
apartments. Soon afterwards Macbeth con - 
'dvufts into the bed-chamber, allot- 
ted for him, but which for the fore part -of 
that night was to be occupied by Macbeth ; 
it was the next adjoining to the Queen’s ; 
here they both undrefs, and, in their loofe 
night'gowns, Macbeth leads 'Bancho into 
his wife’s room, where every thing ap- 
peared as if prepared for the neception 
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of a bridegroom : how foon Bancho was 
ready to ftep into bed, he drew afide 
the curtains on purpofe that the Queen 
might fee him, fo as not to be deceived in 
the perlon intended to fill her arms s and 
thereupon Macbeth withdrew. 

‘ Bar.cbo, rather feduced, than tempted 
to this trial of his manhood, lay a few 
minutes infienftble to any of thole emotions, 
which men are apt to feel when they get 
within the cur;ains, to a new objedt of their 
own courting ; but at length the commu- 
nicative warmth, which feldom fails to 
move perfons of a different fex, when 
in one bed, began to quicken in the 
deftined vidtim; and turning himfelf to 
the clofer embrace, horrid to relate! Ihe 
received him on the point of a dagger lh« 
had fecreted in the bed for the purpofe, and 
which fhe barbaroufly thruft home to his 
heart! 

‘ We muff next follow Macbeth to the 
commiflion of an adtion on his part, no 
otherwile lefs flagitious than his wife’s, than 
that the temptation to it was not quite fo 
diabolical. He no fooner had bid good 
night to Bancho, than he haftened to the 
apartment of the filler of Broad Alb an e, 
who had been corrupted to facilitate the 
ruin of the lovely Inetta; and having learnt 
from her, that the unfufpicious charmer. 
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had been prevailed upon to fwallow the 
©piate cordial prepared for her, he might 
certainly enter into the folds of raviih- 
ment, without alarming her. The devo- 
ted facrifice flept in the next room ; and 
flept fo profoundly, that the betrayer had 
an opportunity unobftru£ted,of feafting his 
greedy eyes, and facrilegious hands, with 
every excitement to luft, which a form fo 
perfeft could inflame him with! until 
by every nerve being overcharged with 
fwelling emotions, and impatient for gra- 
tification, he like a thief purloined uncom- 
plete fruition ! infenfible as Ihe was, fuch 
unufual difturbance and painful agita- 
tion awoke her j but no words, not even 
can imagination form an adequate idea of 
the agonies which diftradled her, how f-on 
flie became confcious of her fituation t 
And yet the unpitying wretch, unmoved by 
fuch immenfe diftrefs, conceiving, that now 
reanimated, flie might yet beftow more per- 
fett blifs, again efiays to aggravate the 
mighty woe, by forcing her to feel, in 
feeble ftruggling a repetition of the ill, 
which, already, flie had infenfibly fubmit- 
ted to ! At length, alarmed with uncouth 
diftant fkrieks, he left the pitiable .object 
to the relief of death, or to the lels fup- 
portable wailings of plundered innocence ! 

O 3 The 
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* The inhuman Queen had no fooner 

finiflied the murder o£ Bancho, than fhe 
jumped from the bed and fcreamed out fp 
vehemently, thatlhe foon aroufedtheneigh- 
b )uring ladies of her bed-chamber,, and 
even the more remote guards ; flie counter- 
feited a fort of diftradion to a nicety, and 
in thal condernation' the King entered, 
while madam was pouring forth inveftives 
a gain it the hfelefs Bancbo^ for having made 
a daring attempt, to rob her of her virtue, 
and todifhonour the King’s bed ; which no- 
thing, fhe faid, could have prevented, but 
by a leeming compliance, to wait the op- 
portunity of his laying afide the dagger 
which he had held drawn at her bofom,. 
quickly to fnatch it up, and inflantly to 
plunge it into his ! She difTembled this 
affair fo-well, that fhe had already gained 
over both the attendants and guards into ■ 
a belief of the fa£f, as fhe related it. 
MacbethhowcYtr pretended not only, the 
laft furprize, but appeared as if extremely 
unwilling to credit fuch an imputation: 
againft his couflnt Rancho *, he ordered that 
a council fhould be called to meet within 
three hours j that the Queen, with all thofe 
perlbns who at hrft were witneffes of the 
fit nation, fhould attend; for that in aquef- 
tion where the parties were fo nearly con- 
ne&ed with him, he won It}, not trufb him- 
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felf as judge, but leave it to the more im- 
partial inquiry of a council. 

‘ In the mean time he returned to the 
chamber in which he had locked up-the 
wretched bietta \ fhe had now recovered 
Ibme fenfe of her lamentable condition, 
and at fight of him Ihe fent forth fuch a 
difmai ihriek, as even ftruck his> own 
hardened foul with terror ! hepraye l that 
for her own fake fhe would be patient for 
a moment, vowed that the ardour of his 
pafiion, and the coldnefs with which fhe 
had treated him, urged him to commit 
what he had done, and what his own 
confcience blamed him forBut be not fo 
much furprifed, my dear Inetta, continued 
he v your virtuous brother had this 
fame night the like defign againft the 
honour of the Queen and which nothing 
could have prevented the perpetration of, 
but that Ihe having more the foul of a man, 
than of a woman, had refolution, by 
means of his own dagger, to proted her 
perfon and my honour from the meditated 
affault! Such, fuch, fays he, is the irrefift- 
able power of real love, that it will break 
through every barrier of obftrudion ! Re- 
concile yourfelf then, thou loveliefi: of thy 
fex, to what is paft my whole life fhall 
be fpent in making you reparation for 
what you have fuffered j and if you can 
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with prudence, even the half of my 

crown may not be without your reach ! 
in vain did flie often attempt to interrupt 
him, his very voice founding in her ears 
worfe than the hifs of ferpents! But catch- 
ing at his laft words, Impious wretch! 
faid fhe indignantly, and doft thou think 
as bafely of my virtue as of thy own ! that 
thou couldft repair thy treachery to me 
by perfidy to thy Queen!—Be gone! let me 
efcape from this manfion of devils, that 
after exhaufting the remaining ftrength you 
have left me, in invocations to heaven and 
earth for vengeance, I may next bury my 
diftrefs in the unreproaching grave! 
Soothing being vain, he next reforts to 
threats j and telling her, that Ihe, her 
nephew, and whole family, being in his 
power, if flie perfifted in.her obftinacy, nay, 
if flie would not promife fecrecy, he would 
make a fatal facrifice of every one of them 
to his provoked refentment. Never was un- 
happy woman lb perplexed ; flie promifed 
and unpromifed in the fame inftant, but 
at laft imploring on her knees permiflioh to 
inquire after her nephew’s health, and pro- 
miling to admit him to her own apartment 
in the afternoon, he gave her leave to re- 
tire. 4 The Council was now met, to hear and 
judge of the information concerning Ban- 
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cho's plot upon the Queen, and the caufe of 
his fudden death. The artful Queen had 
every point of evidence quite clear, Ban- 
cho's undrefs, his body being actually 
found in her bed, her loud and diftradted 
fcreams, the diftrefs and confufion in 
which Ihe at firft appeared ; in Ihort every 
prefumption concurred to exculpate her, 
and condemn the unhappy Bancho / I 
alone doubted; I defired that the fatal 
poinard Ihould be openly expofed; perhaps 
fome one might inform, if ever, and 
where it had been feen before; becaufe 
fure I faid it was none of Bancho’s; in that 
moment I Hood fmgle, even the penetra- 
ting Argyle* till after he had feen Inetta, was 
unfufpicious: and in fine, this dark affair 
was fo well conduced on the part of Mac- 
beth and his wife, that the majority of the 
council would have voted fome fort of 
ignominy upon the dead body ; but Mas- 
bethy who until the laft, had fat filent, as 
if determined that his opinion, or what he 
fhould fay, might biafs no mortal, then 
rofe up and fpoke; he pathetically re- 
greted, that by fuch an unexpefted de- 
generacy in the breaft of his coufin Bancho^ 
he had fuffered, as well as the ftate, an irre- 
parable lofs ; the ftate had loft a good 
foldier and a counfellor ; he had, for his 
fliarc, not only laft thefe, but withal, the 

partner 
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partner of his foul, his firft confident, and 
fincere friend ! He thank’d the council for 
the refentment they were willing to Ihew 
to the indignity offered to his honour ; but 
hoped, as the injury was pointed chiefly 
againft himfelf, they would allow him to 
difpenfe with any mark of infamy intended 
to be done upon the corpfe, and permit 
that it might be decently interred : This 
well affedted clemency, had any fufpicions 
got place, would have gone fome length to 
banifh them, for it wrought greatly in 
Macbeth's favour. 

‘ How foon the Council rofe, the noble 
Argyle who was a near relation to the 
mother of Inetta, went diredtly to Bancho's 
houfe in order to carry condolence to his 
for. and filter: The melancholy Inetta had 
fhut herfelf up to ruminate over her dif- 
trefsful condition ; having ordered admit- 
tance to be refufed to every body, except- 
ing only Argyle^ to whom fhe was refolved 
fully to unbofom herfelf; fhe did fo ac- 
cordingly ; but it is impoffible to give you 
any fort of copy of the original defeription 
which the venerable Argyle gave me of the 
affedting pidture he beheld in the dejedted, 
defponding Inetta! He then arranged every 
circumftance relating to the two families 
•fince the hour of Macbeth’s firft declara- 
tion of love to Inetta j and from the whole 



( J55 ) 
he concluded that Macbeth and his wife 
had actually commited thefe execrable 
villanies now related of them. The firft 
ftep he took, was immediately to remove 
Fileans into England ■, and then by degrees 
to imprefs the minds of all thofe whom he 
could perfuade into confidence with him, 
with his own fentiments of the murder, 
and to wait patiently for that hour when 
they Ihould have ftrength fufficient, to do 
juftice to the blood and honour of Bancbo’s 
family. But fo uncommonly popular had 
Macbeth by this time rendered himlelf, that 
almoft every body were fpies for him •, I 
knew this better than any body elfe •, and 
although from Argyle’s relation to me of 
what he had been informed by Inetta^ I 
was equally imprefied with fufpicions ; yet 
I (till recommended to Argyle the utmoft 
circumfpe&ion in his conduct ; and what 
has made you, Glamis, as well as many of 
the nobility of thefe days, entertain jealou- 
fies with regard to me ? it was becaufe I 
would never declare my fentiments in the 
prefence of any mortal, where there could 
be a poflibility of conveying them to the 
ear of the King. 4 Sufpicions of the foul play which Ban- 
cho and his fifter had fuffered, gained 
ground every day ; and many of the moft 
virtuous of the nobles having withdrawn 

their 
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tiicir attendance from court, awakened 
fearful apprehenfions in the King, who 
had, hy corrupting their domefticks and 
others who had belt accefs to their privacies, 
procured intelligence of almoft every con- 
verfation they held. He ilfued a procla- 
mation requiring their attendance, on pre- 
tence of affifting in the affairs of govern- 
ment •, a few appeared, but many more 
excufed themfelves and continued in re- 
tirement : at length he dispatched public 
melfengers with armed force, to apprehend 
thofe againft whom he had the cleareft 
proofs of having Scandalized him; and as 
many as were found out, were brought to 
Perthy where they underwent a form of 
trial, were convidted of dilbbedience, of 
undutiful and feditious difcourfe, and capi- 
tally condemned. Some days previous to 
their execution, I took an opportunity to 
expoftulate with him upon the Severity of 
the meafures he was purfuing; he turned 
fhort upon me; ha! laid he, is it fo, and 
is Angus alfo my enemy ? that is more 
than I feared ! but know. Thane ! that as 
there is no other choice left me, but either 
to fall myfelf, or to rid the kingdom of 
thofe fecret enemies who are daily forming 
cabals againft me, I am refolved to finilh 
my work, and not be the tame depen- 
dant upon their fmiles or frowns that my 
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predecefibr was! you know, continued 
he, a great deal of the late undermining 
fchemes, but notwithftanding all the con- 
fidence I have placed in you, you luckily 
know not half that I know: and let me ad- 
vife, that for the future, even Angus be 
cautious how he fpeaks and afcs •, it would 
be with reludtance I fhould alfo punifh him : 
fo faying, he left me to chew the cud upon 
what I had heard; and I confefs, that for 
my own fafety, and that I might have any 
power at all left me to be ufeful, I there- 
after difiembled a conformity to his ways 
of proceeding, howfoever abfurd; refolving 
to wait until an opportunity ftiouid prefent 
itfelf, when I might openly aft more con- 
fidently with my ov/n fentiments. 

‘ The firft trial he made, whether or no 
I was fincere in the approbation of his ar- 
bitrary fehemes, was to require my figna- 
ture to an aft of forfeiture againft the noble 
Thane of Argyle, who had hitherto baffled 
every inquiry for difcovering his haunts: 
he knew there was the drifted: amity be- 
tween the Thane and me, and he therefore 
expefted, that I would for certain remon- 
drate againd a proceeding fo affefting to 
myfelf •, but I was prepared for him; and 
after fubfcribing to the forfeiture with the 
utmod Teeming readinefs, I informed him, 
of what, however, he had intelligence of 
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by other means y that I knew that Argyle's 
fon, the young horny was privately enter- 
tained at an aunt’s houfe, not very remote; 
and I advifed, that Lorn fhould be forth- 
with taken into cuftody, and then a frefh 
proclamation ifllied, that unlels Argyle, 
within a fixed time, did furrender, and 
anfwer to his accufation, that his fon fhould, 
at the expiration of the fummons, be made 
a public facrifice! This propofition he 
greedily approved, and I thereby had the 
good fortune to re-eftablifh myfelf in his 
confidence. Lorn was immediately feized 
upon, and according to my wifh, was 
committed into my cuftody. The pious 
father, in confequence, furrendered in a few 
days thereafter. The King, after having 
examined him himfelf, and endeavouring 
in vain to pump out of him a full difcovery 
of the fecret purpofes of his enemies, re- 
commended a fecond examination by me, 
hoping, that through the power of that 
friendfhip that had long fubfifted between 
us, I might draw from him, in confidence, 
a difcovery which the King could not efi'edt. 
I undertook the talk; but guefiing that the 
Kin^ would conceal himfelf, fo as to be 
within hearing, I managed the conference 
fo dextroufly, that while I gained upon 
Macbeth's opinion of my fidelity to him, I 
ftirred up the higheft indignation againlf me 
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me in the bread of honeft Argyle. After 
this examination was over, Macbeth, who 
knew as well as myfelf all that had pailed, 
fliewed, however, a plaufible impatience to 
get the account of it from me ^ I related it 
as it was; told him, I could as yet learn 
nothing new from him; that he acknow- 
ledged an infuperable averfion to the King, 
and no lefs to myfelf-, and that, finally, he 
had declared, that the offer of no rewards, 
nor the fear of any punifhment, fhouldever 
prevail with him to attach himfelf to a man 
who had contrived the murder of one coufin, 
and committed a barbarous rape upon the 
perfon of another, which the unfortunate 
Inetta, now languifhing in a monaftery, 
declared, with inconteftable proofs, to all 
the world! The enraged Macbeth propofed 
inftantly to condemn him to the torture, 
which I affetted at once to concur in, and 
I actually gave orders to prepare for it * 
but in the interim, throwing myfelf, as if 
by accident, in the King’s way, I began to 
realbn with him upon the affair of Argyle. 
I told him, that there was no doubt but it 
was in Argyle’s power to make difcoveries 
of the higheft importance, but that I knew 
him to poffefs a firmnefs of foul not to be 
fhaken by the moft excruciating torments 1 
That, of all the nobles, he was undoubtedly 
the moft popular -, and that however much 
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at might be in our powers by force to over- 
awe the immediate refentments of the 
people, yet the public torture and execu- 
tion of one fo much their idol, would take 
iiich root in their minds, as might burft out 
upon fome occafion, when lead: expedtecL 
I concluded, by affirming, that for certain, 
if for nothing elfe but his obftinacy, when 
his Majefty had made him a tender of 
mercy, he richly deferved death; but in- 
sinuating, that if I had fome lefs formal 
opportunities of entering into converfation 
with him, and of impreffing upon his mind 
a revival of our ancient friendffiip, I flat- 
tered myfelf I might ftill work fomething 
out of him; that if, in the end, I ffiould 
find all my addrefs in vain, I, in that cafe, 
fubmitted it, whether it would not be more 
eligible to make away with him in a private 
manner, rather than to increafe the grumb- 
lings of the people, by making him a public 
example : nay, I further told him, that if 
he would leave it to my management, I 
would conduct it fo, as to turn the voice of 
popularity for the King, and againft Argyle.\ 
for by committing him to my keeping, 
whom the world believed to be his friend, 
and engaging to anfwer for the confequences 
with my own life, I argued, that the public 
would, in the firft place, applaud the King’s 
lenity j and when it flaould be judged ne- 
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cefiary to dirpatch him, (for I infifted that 
it would be dangerous to let him live} that 
I would however contrive it fo, that every- 
body fhould believe he had deftroyed him- 
felf. 

‘ The King gave an ear to this reafon- 
ing; and after he had communicated it to 
the Queen, who alfo approved, and both 
being happy to think of my voluntarily 
taking fo large a fhare of guilt upon my- 
felf, it was agreed that Argyle fhould be left 
entirely at my difpolal: 1 therefore went in 
perfon, and enlarged him from his prifon ; 
and conduced him openly, and without 
any guard, to my own houfe •, however, he 
paffed through the approving populace 
with a fullennefs that ftill fpoke difeontent. 
1 took the firft opportunity of difclofing 
my real fentiments to Argyle \ prayed him 
to forget the behaviour with which I car- 
ried myfelf to him in the beginning, and 
convinced him of the necelfity 1 lay under 
of adting as I did, becaufe I was certain we 
were then in the hearing of Macbeth \ but 
that it then was, as it ftill was, my inten- 
tion, not only to fave his life, but to ren- 
der him and his family every poftible fervice. 
The Thane gazed upon me, fufpicious! 
but that fincere uniformity which he read 
in the compofure of my countenance, being, 
more fatisfying to him than words, he em- 
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braced me, and faid he fliould be at-my 
dirpofal. I told him, that his deftru&ion 
had been relblved upon, not only by death, 
but by torture; and that, if pofiible, to 
prevent either the one or the other, I had 
mylelf undertaken to have him privately 
murdered, to the end, that at the fame 
time that Macbeth's apprehmfions of dan- 
ger from his influence might be at an end, 
the fury of his friends might not be pro- 
voked by the fight of a public execution : 
that, in confiflency with my projed, I would 
contrive means for his efcape, on condition, 
(for I could not be fafe nayfelf upon any 
other) that he would fubmit,. until better 
times fliould relieve him, to. a confinement 
in my caftle at Ila; and that I fliould, by a 
management in this fort, have it {till in my 
power to proted and rear up hisfon, whole 
exiftence would be lefs alarming, when it 
was believed :-he father was adually dead. 
To all which the worthy Thane, yet eager 
on revenge, reludantly afiented. Argyle 
had one fervant, in whom he could confide, 
and I ieleded one of the moft trufty of my 
own, to accomplifii the execution of fo im- 
portant a defign ; thefe I employed, in the 
uniform of guards, to bring from prifon a 
malefador, then under fentence of death, 
to mv houfe; the fervants ftrangled him, 
ftript him, and put upon him the clothes 
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of the Thane, who, attended only by ray 
iervant, I fent off in difguife the fame night. 
The malefa&or was much of the fame fta- 
ture with Argyle fo that having, after his 
death, ordered his face to be mangled, I 
next morning waited on Macheth ; and tel- 
ling him, that after ufing every artifice in 
my power to make the ftubhmn 1 hane 
fpeak out, all had been to no purpofe : I 
even faid, that I had at firft but partly 
ftrangled him, and then relieved him, juii 
upon the edge of death, but nothing could 
prevail, till at length I was provoked be- 
yond meafure, and had finifhed him, with 
only one fervant in the fecret, who was prer 
pared to afiert with me, that he had cut his 
own throat. The King applauded what 
had been done; but anxious, as I expected, 
to be convinced of the fadt, he accompanied 
me home, where he gratified his inhuman 
eyes with the miferable fpedtacle : he then 
cordially embraced me, and faid, I had in- 
deed proved myfelf his friend ! The Court 
aifedled to lament the cataltrophe ; the 
King’s own family went into mourning, 
and the body was ordered private, but de- 
cent burial. This, my dear Zcnz, is the 
greateft debt you owe me; thy noble father 
yet lives, unknown to you, to Eugenia^ or 
to any other mortal, but the faithful fer- 
,yant who lives with him! and how foon we 

can 
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6an find a vefiel to proceed to Ha, we may 
all have the happinefs, with himfelf, of 
felicitating one another in the reftoration- 
of one of the belt of men ! 

‘ Lorn was ftruck with unutterable joy, 
in the hopes of one day embracing that 
author of his being, whom he had for fo 
long a time imagined had no exiftence! 
The venerable Glamisy as if enchanted, ex- 
prefied a gladnefs through every ftriking 
feature ! Now Angus, faid he, you have by 
this one mafterly ftroke of management 
walked clean every imputed ftain from 
thy adminiftration ! and at this moment I 
find myfelf as prone to interpret with fa- 
vourablenefs, every tranlattion of your 
miniftry, as before 1 ftigmatized them as 
infamous and diabolical ! and, now, my 
dear friend, added he, proceed in your re- 
lation ; until now, I liftened to you with 
fufpicious attention; to the fequel, I fhall 
hear you with confidence and pleafuje. 

‘ This fuppofed deftru&ion of Argyle, 
continued Angus, fixed me fo firmly in the 
good graces of the tyrant (for fuch was 
he now become) that every diffidence of 
me was baniffied; and it was by that 
means that young Lorn was fo abfolutely 
left in my direction ; I promifed to Mac- 
beth that I would train him up in fuch prin- 
ciples, as fhould be the moft agreeable to 
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his inclinations, and thereby fecure not 
only himfelf, but the powerful connexions 
of his family in the court intereft : to 
which end Ipropofed, to prevent his being 
expofed to the defigning feduXion of 
others, to confine him as a fort of ftate 
prifoner to the boundaries of my own 
houfe, until he fhall arrive to fuch an age 
as fhould entitle him to the King’s particu- 
lar notice; and that then the enlargement 
fhould appear to him to be the effeX of 
royal favour : And it was purely that I 
might aX fo confiftently with thefe engage- 
ments of good policy, as not to be liable 
to any fufpicions of meaning otherwife, 
that made my entertainment of Lorn bear 
fo much the appearance of an imprifon- 
ment. 

‘ However, the number of the late 
mercilefs executions, joined to other ap- 
prehenfions and jealoufies, difpoled every 
nobleman and gentleman, who could do it 
with decency, to withdraw themfelves from 
the court; fo that in a little time there 
were none to be feen about it but a band of 
fycophants and cut-throats, who were 
ready not only to approve, but to execute, 
the moft arbitrary meafures, that the moft 
barbarous of Kings had a heart to contrive. 
By their means, and the infligations of the 
Queen, there was nothing to be heard of 
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but daily proclamations of attainder and 
forfeiture. The wifeft heads, the beft hearts, 
and nobleft blood of the nation, muft all 
be perfecufed, to make vacant places of 
honour, power and truft, for the moll con- 
fummate ruffians, that any nation ever 
produced; thele, by gratifying every promp- 
titude to luft in their fovereign tyrant, 
might themlelves commit, with impunity, 
every degree of outrage, robbery and ra- 
pine they had a mind to ; which if you 
will give me leave, I fhall illuftrate by one 
fhocking example. 

‘ There was a gentleman of family in 
the highlands, named Maclean; he had a 
moft beautiful wife with whom he had 
lived, and was living, in a ftate of the ut- 
moft concord and felicity ; one of Mac- 
beth’s body guards happening to ride paft 
the caftle of Maclean^ faw his wife, and 
immediately conceived a defire to enjoy her; 
he returned to the caftle, and after being 
entertained with every proof of hofpitality, 
he had the impudence in the hufbands pre- 
fence to offer unbecoming addrefles to the 
wife of Maclean, which he enforced by the 
argument of his influence at court, and his 
being fo much a favourite with the King, 
that he was employed in all his moft fecret 
and perfonal expeditions; the hufband and 
wife both treated fuch an infult with the 

contempt 
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contempt it deferved : Maclean ordered 
him to quit his houfe in an inftant, or 
fwore he would immediately fend his head 
as a prefent to his King, with a label inti- 
mating the daring affront he had offered to 
his family. The monfter thought it belt to 
obey, and thanklefsly left his entertainers, 
with a heart as full of refentmentas of luft: 
From the caille he went immediately in 
quell of fome of his profligate brethren, 
and having found out four or five as big 
ruffians as himfelf, he with them, returns 
to the caftle in the dead of night; and 
after fetting fire to one part of it, they en- 
tered fwordin hand into another: Maclean 
did not dream of his ungrateful guefl, but 
fufpedting them to be a party authorifed by 
the King to apprehend and carry him off 
a prifoner, on account of a backwardnefs 
he had ffiewn to deliver up fome rights of 
vaffalage, then in his poffeffion; he en- 
deavoured to conceal himfelf: and the un- 
happy wife imagining ffie rifked nothing, 
affifled in leting him down from a back 
window from which he might make his ef- 
cape. She had juft returned, and was 
making towards her own chamber, when 
the villain who had infulted her at mid-day, 
caught her rudely in his arms; and fup- 
pofing that Maclean was ftill in his cham- 
ber, he locked the door, and fet fire to it! 

he 
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he next ordered his emiflaries to bring off 
the children, and thus they forcibly car- 
ried away the unhappy mother and three 
infants, leaving the houfe in a blaze, 
and dragging them about the diftance 
of a mile or two to the cottage of one of 
the ravagers confederates ; where the firft 
ruffian infilled that the the poor helplefs 
lady, ffiould unrefiftingly fubmit to grati- 

_fy his foul defire, or that inftant fee her 
innocent babes butchered before her eyes ! 
Prayers, tears and ftruggling were all ufe- 
lefs : Life juft fupported her to behold one 
of the ruffians maffacre one of the 
children! She then fainted away, and be- 
tween the agonies of life and death, the 
villian not only perpetrated a moft brutal 
ravifhment, but had the ftill more unex- 
ampled barbarity, to fuffer his vile accom- 
plices to commit the fame execrable action. 
In the mean time Maclean having walked 
round his houfe, having feen part of it on 
fire, and obferving no guards about it, 
fuppofed then, that the alarm had been 
rather from thieves, than from troops j he 
re-entered his houfe, but feeing no body 
but two or three lervants running wildly 
to and fro in fearch of him and his wife, 
of whom, with his children, he found he 
had been rob’d ■, he was, you may be- 
lieve, in a ftate of the utmoft diftradtion ! 

How 
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How foon the ruffians hadfinifhed their fa- 
vage purpofe, they went their ways, leav- 
ing the poor abufed gentlewoman, de- 
prived of all fenfation, befmeared with 
the blood of one, and amidft the heart- 
rending cries of the two furviving children ! 
In this deplorable condition, did the mife- 
rable hulband, after fome hours fearch, find 
his violated family ! What could be done 
in fuch a cafe for her recovery, was done^ 
but ineffedlually *, the poor woman did not 
furvive the calamity many hours. 

‘ Maclean then fearlefs, or rather care-' 
lefs of the King’s refentment, prefents 
himfelf at court, and fupplicates redrefs. 
The villain owned the flagitious fa£t, but 
urged in his defence, that it was in terrorem 
of others, who difputed the King’s autho- 
rity j and having appealed to the falfe tes- 
timony of his acceffaries, Maclean was ac- 
cufed of having fpoken contemptuoufly of 
the King*, and in fine, in place of obtaining 
redrefs, he was thrown into prifon, and 
there fecretly murdered. 

* It would be too fhocking to the humane 
ear, if I fhould recount any more of the 
barbarities, with which every day then 
diflinguiffied this flagitious reign! I 
difiembled almoft a conftant indifpofition, 
that I might fhun the mortification of be- 
ing prefent in fuch a diabolical council, 

which 
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which was then compoied of fuch monfters 
only, as could bemoft forward in contriving 
and executing the deftruction of thofe of 
their fellow creatures whofe power or vir- 
tues rendered them fufpedted by, and ob- 
noxious to the tyrant. And I, may with 
truth allure you, that even I, who ftill 
held the nominal, without any fhare of the 
executive office of a minifter, feldom went 
to deep, that I did not dread the being 
furprifed, with my family, by aflaffins, be- 
fore next morning. So that however flat- 
tering the grandeur of a prime minifter 
may be, it is for the moft part a fitua- 
tion rather to be pitied than envied. If a 
weak Xing is on the throne, you are lure 
to .be perplexed with the dangerous emula- 
tion of fadtions ; and if .a tyrant reigns, 
you mull give the fandlion of your name 
to deeds horrible to think ofj and the ra- 
rity of a fovereign untinftured with neither 
the one nor the other, gives the chance a- 
gainft any well meaning minifter, whether 
his ftation is to be defireable or not: 
people who have no accefs to penetrate into 
the fecret machinery of government, often 
blame the minifter with mifmanagements, 
which are purely the effedts of either the 
weak or defpotick temper of the monarch, 
whofe blemilhes it is at the fame time his 
favourites duty to throw a veil over, if in 
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fiis power. This was a duty which I con- 
fers I perlevered in too long, until at length 
I found myfclf in a dilemma^ out of which 
I could hardly hope to extricate myfelf; 

It would fpin out my relation to too great 
a length, otherwife I’fliould now-give you 
feme account in what manner the young 
Lorn v/JLS educated, and paft his time during 
the apparent confinement under which he 
continued in my guardianfhip •, and of the 
progrefs of an intimacy, a fricndfhip, and 
at laft the generous pafiion which mutually 
glowed in his, and the breaft of my Euge- 
nia ; but my fpirits are already too much 
exhaufted to fupport me through that affeff- 
ing detail: I will therefore leave the difi- 
cuffion of that interefting parr of the me- 
moirs of thefe days to Lorn himfelf, who 
will be capable of relating it the more em- 
phatically, that he will not fpeak from in- 
formation only, but from feelings. I (hall 
therefore conclude this tedious narration bv 
one other fatal proof of the tyrant’s cruelty, 
which will be the more neceffary, that the 
unhappy fufferer by it, being now in 
England, and a nobleman not only of 
great power and property, but of as att'.vte 
a fpirit as any man of the country he has 
fled from ; itfhall.foon be my bufinefs to 
find him out, that together with him, and 
the other exiles, meafures may be con- 
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certed, for iupplicating the aid of the 
Englijh, and with their generous affiftance 
to endeavour the redemption of our bleed- 
ing country. t' Although the Queen's arbitary and in^ 
human temper continued ftill impenetra- 
ble to the awakenings of confcience, it was 
not now fo with Macbeth *, he was afraid of 
every moving figure that came near him 1 
he flarted at every noife ! in Ihort, he was 
afraid of himfelf! Thefe admonitions 
of a guilty confcience put him in the mind 
of creeling fome ftrong hold for his per- 
fonal fecurity, and it was therefore that he 
founded that ftrong fortification on the 
top of Dunftnane hill, to the building of 
which he commanded by proclamation 
that every nobleman and gentleman in the 
kingdom fliould contribute, byfurnilhing 
money, materials, and artificers, in pro- 
portion to the extent of their feveral eftates. 
At this time Macduff, the noble Thane of 
Fife, whofe power and virtue had already 
jrendered him odious to the iniquitous court, 
became the next great objeft of the King 
and Queen’s relentment •, he could not 
prevail with himfelf to harrafs his tenants 
and vafials by giving obedience to the King’s 
proclamation ; he therefore dreaded juftly 
the effects of his refentment, and happily 
for him made his efcape into England, leav- 
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ihg the management of all his affairs en- 
tirely to his lady, who being nearly related 
to Macbeth^ he flattered himfelf, might 
elude every bad confequence of his Wrath. 
Macbeth lufpetting that Macduff would 
meditate an efcape, fummoned fome of his 
ehofen banditti, and putting himfelf at 
their head, marched, fo foon as the days of 
the proclamations had expired, with great 
privacy towards the eftate of Macduff, with 
a view tofeize his perfon and to plunder 
his pofleffions. He arrived in the night, and 
furrounded Macduff's caftle, and being per- 
mitted to enter without any fort of re- 
liftance, the alarmed lady flung herfelf, 
with her innocent crying children, pro- 
ftrate before him, imploring for mercy. 
His fierce foul was now agitated with jar- 
ring paflions ! he was furious on account 
of Macduffs efcape -, while at the fame 
time the beautiful figure of lady Macduff, 
greatly heightened by the fupplicating pof- 
ture into which fhe had thrown herfelf, 
touched his rapacious heart with a differ- 
ent emotion! At fiifl: he diffembled a gen- 
tlenefs now become unnatural to him •, he 
raifed her up, and embracing her with the 
warmth rather of authority than com- 
placency, fhe fhook with terrour ! he im- 
mediately told her with an abruptnefs, 
fhocking to innocence, that fhe had one 

3 way. 
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way, and but one left, to fave the lives of 
her children, and her hulband’s pofleflionsv 
and that was, to comply inftantly, and 
gratify the pafiion Ihe had kindled in him! 
She kneeled! Ihe teared! fhe expoftulated 
with all the energy of affii&ive lenfation l 
It was all in vain! In vain did Ihe plead 
her admitting him into the caftle as a rela- 
tion, as her friend, and as her King ! in 
vain did Che urge every abufc of hofpitality, 
and the unkingly manner by which he 
offered to violate its laws. In fine, having 
affumed a firmnds which ever accompa- 
nies determined virtue, fhe told him Ihe 
valued her fortune, Ihe loved her children* 
and (he revered her hufband, and yet, bid 
him know that fhe prefered her honour to. 
all! The unfeeling tyrant laughed in ridi- 
cule, ordered her two children to be 
mtirdered in her eye fight, and then com- 
manding that (he fhould be bound and car- 
ried into her bed-chamber ! he followed, 
and there, after having committed the 
moft execrable ravifhment that ever man 
but himfelf could dare the commiffion of, 
that he might put an end to her agonized- 
groans, he alfo ordered herfelf to be 
murdered ! He next proclamed Macduff a 
traitor, forfeited his eftates, and pro- 
hibited corrcfpondence with him on pain of 
death and ccnhication!‘ 

‘ Qi* 
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‘ On his return from this fcene of barba- 

rity, he came on a vifit to my houfe, on 
purpofe to learn how fuch trani'aftions were 
reliflied by me *, and molt unfortunately, 
though confidering that it has produced 
this happy efcape, I may rather fay fortu- 
nately, he caft his eye, for the firft time 
fince Ihe had arrived at the ftate of puber- 
ty, upon my Eugenia, whom, until that 
hour, I had carefully concealed from his 
rapacious eyes ; he catched fire at fight of 
her beauty, and even in the inftant made 
infinuations againft her virtue ! Nay he had 
the effrontery to demand her of myfelf, for 
his miftrefs! The dreadful examples of Inetta 
znABanchowtre too full in my memory, not 
to caution me againft the effects of a flat 
denial; on the contrary, I tried only to de- 
fer the fhocking purpofe,. by promifing 
that I would myfelf recommend his fuit, 
and exhort her to a fenfibilicy of the prefer- 
ence with which he confidered her. By this 
means I flattered myfelf with gaining fome 
days, and was in the mean time bufy me- 
ditating the mofl probable meafures for an 
efcape. Engenia, who was not altogether a 
ftranger to the vicious difpofitions of Mac- 
beth, became miferable with fear, fince the 
firft approach he made to her •, he made 
his errands more frequent at my houfe, 
and it was with the utmoft difficulty that 



( *76 ) 
the terrified Eugenia could avoid his ad- 
drefifes ; it was her cuftom, how foon flic 
had heard of his viftt, to retire to Tome un- 
frequented place in the gardens: at length 
he grew very impatient, and one day having 
flatly accufed me with at lead a tepidity in 
his fervice, if not a full intention to der 
ceive him, he peremptorily demanded to 
fee her-, I trembled for the consequence, 
and endeavoured once more to divert him 
from the purpofe, by alluring him, that I 
had already opened the fubje<5f to her; and 
hoped, that by a conference or two more, 
1 fliould be able to conquer her objeftions, 
and to reconcile her to the honour he in- 
tended for her but that, as no fuch view 
had ever before entered into either her’s or 
my head; and that, as every leflbnfhe had 
ftudied from her infancy, having been, 
without regarding diftindions of men, to- 
tally repugnant to the thoughts of any plea- 
fure or grandeur not confiftent with virtue* 
a little time was neceflary to reafon her into 
an alteration of her fentiments -, for I told 
him, it would indeed be a hardship put up- 
on me, to command by authority what I 
hoped fo foon to accomplish by perfuafion. 
He appeared Somewhat fatisfied, but per- 
fifted in Seeing iier, promifing at the fame 
time, on his word, that he Should be fo far 
frqjn offering any thing that might difguft 
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her, that on that occafion he would only 
mention love with great delicatenefs. To 
pleafe him, I went out tp call her, but find- 
ing fhe was not in the houfe, I walked with 
him into the garden •, and after a variety of 
turns, we at laft difcovered her very ferious 
with young Lorn at fight of whom the 
King fell into a moft violent fury: W hat, 
fays he, do you nurfe up that young rebel, 
who breathes only by my indulgence, to 
be a bar to my enjoyments ? ’Tis enough; 
I will foon put an end to that rivalfhip : 
So faying, he flung out of the garden with 
fuch aggravation in every feature, as fuffi- 
ciently indicated, that the execution of fome 
dreadful purpofe would foon follow. He 
immediately let guard upon my houfe ; lb 
that I now feeing we had not a moment to 
lofe, I madefaft every gate and door; and 
retiring, with Lorn and Eugenia, to the moft 
detached part of the houfe, and having 
filled our pockets with as much gold, and 
as many jewels as we could carry, we let 
ourfelves down by a ftool, flung conveni- 
ently with ropes, from a back window, 
from whence, unfeen and unfufpedtcd, we 
could get into a ftable-yard ; and thence, 
with one trufty fervant only, taking four of 
my beft horfes, we rode, with all hafte, to- 
wards the Highlands. As the fervant was 
well acquainted through the muirs, and 
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night coming on, it was impoflible to trace 
us. We had rode, at full fpeed, for almoit 
fix hours, without a halt, until the unufual 
fatigue having quite overcome the tender 
Eugenia, and there being no fort of habi- 
tation within our view, we were fain to 
form in the heath the belt beds we could'-, 
and there we embraced a very refrefhing 
repofe, being afiured by the fervant, that 
we were at leaft thirty miles' diftant from 
Perth, and by fuch an unfrequented road, 
that we had nothing to apprehend from a 
purfuit. Having here, without fleeping, 
repofed ourfelves about three hours, we 
were anxious to proceed; but the horfes, 
no lefs fatigued than their riders, and hav- 
ing no other nourifiiment than they could 
glean amongft the bufhes, were all unfit for 
fervice, except the one that I had rid : upon 
that one therefore we mounted the fervant, 
and lent him forward to difcover any fort 
of dwelling, whilft we trudged after him as 
well as we could, leading our beafts. We 
had not however walked above three hours, 
when we defcried the fervant returning to- 
wards us with frefli horfes, accompanied by 
their mafter, a vafial to Cummin the Thane 
of Badenocb, who being at that time a minor, 
had efcaped the notice of Macbeth. Here 
we met with a very hofpitable reception; 
but withal, were advifed not to tarry long 

in 
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Tn the fame place, as there were but few 
days paffed, but fome or other of the court 
Ipies were traverfing the country. 

‘ We continued our flight the next and 
following day, and then made towards the 
Mull of Galloway \ and, as Providence 
kindly ordered it, we had juft got on board 
our fmall bark when the Tyrant’s purfuers 
arrived on the beach, and, in our light, 
feized our horfes, and, to the forrow of us 
all, the faithful fervant who had been fo 
ufeful in our efcape. We fet fail immedi- 
ately, intending to fteer firft for Ijla, in 
order to make the noble Thane of Argyle 
a partner in our efcape; but the wmd not 
ferving, and ftill fearing to be chaced, we 
were obliged to obey the winds, and to 
make for the Englijh coaft dire&ly. No- 
thing extraordinary happened in our pafiage, 
until we came within fight of this friendly 
Chore, where we have enjoyed a fympathy 
and prote&ion equal to the uoblenefs of 
thofe fouls which bellow it.’ 

Angus having thus finilhed his narration, 
the venerable Glamis embraced him in tears 
of reconciliation, fadly interrupted with the 
fwelling fighs which rofe upon the thoughts 
of his diftrelled country. The generous 
.heart of Edmund, and the others prefent, 

were 



( i8o ) 
■frere proportionably moved; and the whole 
concluded, not only in prayers, but in firm 
relblves, to leave nothing undone for the 
recovery of the honour and rights of that 
oppreffed kingdom. 

We have already feen to what accident 
it was owing, that the young Lorn, when 
nb more than thirteen years of age, came 
into the hands of Angus; but his enter- 
tainment, and the manner of his education, 
with a variety of circumftances, both in- 
ftrufting and interefting, during his nur- 
ture and tutelage in that family, remains to 
be related •, a talk, as our manufcript in- 
forms, which was performed by himfelf, 
to gratify the -anxious inclinations of his 
generous benefactors. 

This fmall, but happy fociety, having 
next day conveened in Edmund's garden, 
when the feafonable ferenity of a delightful 
day contributed to heighten the attention 
fuitable to fuch an affeCting narration, 
Lorn thus proceeded: 

‘You have heard, faid he, by what 
means the Tyrant deltined me to confine- 
ment ; how difficult then mult it be for me 
to do juftice to that benignity, which, in 
place of a prifon, had prepared for me an 
Academy j for I had been but a few days 

under 
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under the hofpitable roof of the noble 
Angus, till I found myfelf in the hands of 
preceptors, well chofen, not to inftruft me 
fimply in the knowledge of languages and 
fciences, but to form my mind to the moft 
genuine notions of virtue and philofophy ; 
and in place of being trained, agreeable to 
the bafe purpofe of Macbeth, to a tame fub- 
je&ion to meafures of flavery and oppref- 
fion, my leflbns were fuch as infpired me 
continually with an abhorrence of lucli 
fatal dodtrines. 

* That afllduity and pleafure with which 
I applied mylelf to ftudy, and the paternal 
fympathy of my guardian, left me no room 
to imagine I was in confinement; and as in 
intervals I had opportunities of relaxing my 
mind with the engaging prattle of the little 
charming Eugenia, then but ten years old, 
my time was unencumbered with any fort of 
heavinefs. We were then both too young 
to be fufceptible of amorous imprefTions j 
yet in that, the very dawn of her beauties, 
there was a fomething that foretold my fu- 
ture enjoyments. It is with pleafure I do, 
even now, recoiled: that eagernefs, with 
which, in the beginning of defires to be a* 
greeable to each other, we haftened to meet 
our dancing mafter in the hall, where a 
mutual difpofition to pleafe, promoted 
greatly the perfedion to which we foon ar- 
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flved in that •exereife. Careful not to in- 
terrupt me, (he would often fteal into my 
ftudy while r was under the tuition of my 
mafters, and liften with an attention un- 
iifual at her age. Such an -early tendency 
to acquire fuperior knowledge, difpofed me 
to re-communicate to her fuch of my lefibns 
as were beft adapted to a female genius : 
I took delight in making her acquainted 
with every amiable character I learnt from 
hifrory. I remember, that upon one occa- 
fion I was expatiating upon the different 
effects produced by the virtuous or vicious 
habits of the Greeks and Romans-, atone 
time admiring the wifdom, prudence and 
humanity, of an Augufius or a Vefpafian ; 
at another, depreciating the villainy and 
barbarity of a Nero, Caligula and Domitian -, 
when the infant charmer obferved—I know 
not (faid fhe) if in our days we (hall ever 
fee an Augujlus or a Vefpafian, but furely 
the a&ions of a Nero and Caligula are too 
common to us: however, (continued the 
furprifing Eugenia) I have often heard my 
dear papa advife every one to be flow in 
pafling judgment on the aftions of others, 
till we can be fure that our own hearts are 
inclined to correift them ; and that good is 
often produced from the confequence of 
the moft apparent evil. This (faid fhe) I 
am already convinced of, becaufe, if I had 

been 
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been born in a more perfe<5t reigri, you 
fhould not have been confined to this houfe, 
and I fhould not have had the pleafure of 
lb agreeable a- companion,, nor of hearing 
the hiltories of thofe lb much better times 
than tbtfe we live in. 

‘ After this manner were my juvenile 
hours paffed away in reciprocal amulement 
with the endearing Eugenia -, and as fhe ad- 
vanced towards the years of puberty, her 
imelledluals keeping, pace with the beauti- 
fulnefs of her form, betokened every thing 
that was lovely; and few years gave me 
fuch a forcible proof of her capacity to bids 
the objedt of her efteem with the mod pe- 
netrating teftimonies of exalted friendfhip, 
as commanded an approbation of both fen* 
timent and figure, that neither time nof 
cireumftances can ever be able to difiblvr. 

*■ There was an arbour elevated in one of 
the corners of our garden, which was con- 
trived to overlook a frequented public walkj 
there, as I could, unfeen myfelf, both fee 
and hear the company as they aired in this 
walk, I generally diverted an hour’s time 
of an evening, fometimes in the defireable 
converfation of my dear Eugenia, and fome- 
times alone. Upon- one of my folitary 
evenings, all the company having juft re- 
tired from the walk, and I ready to follow 
their example, was delayed from my pur- 
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pofe by the voice of piercing murmurs, 
which feemed to force their way through 
moft aifeding fighs: I liftened, and ad- 
hering to my ftation, foon obferved a young 
lady, genteelly drefled, and of a very en- 
gaging form, place herfelf on a bench im- 
mediately under the wall contiguous to my 
retirement; fhe had not fat long, before flie 
was joined by another more elderly gentle- 
woman, for whom Ihe feemed to have 
waited. The moment the gentlewoman 
hp^eared, the fair mourner hafdly demanded 
of her, What tidings? Is my friend at hand 
or not? Is he alive? The gentlewoman 
anfwered, Madam, be compofed, nothing 
bad has, I believe, yet happened, with re- 
gard to the obje6t of your defires ; my in- 
quiries have not hitherto been complete, 
but 1 have confidents at work, who, I hope, 
will be able to procure us fome fatisfaftion : 
but permit me. Madam, to afk you, how 
it happens, that thus dejedled, you aban- 
don the protedion of your father’s houfe; 
for withoyt alarming you with an ill- 
grounded diffidence, I ffiould not chufe to 
be employed in any bufinefs that might 
taint my reputation ? This queftion drew 
from the trembling Ifabella (fo was the latfy 
named) a flood of tears ; and how foon file 
could charge her tongue to utterance, flie' 
fobbed out. How hard, how cruelly hard ! 
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is the fate of young women, who muft either 
facrifice their perfons and underftandings 
to the fevere opinions of unfeeling parents, 
or fubjeft their characters to unfavourable 
fufpicions ! But, Madam, (continued Ihe) 
you yourfelf lhall judge, from the true rela- 
tion of my fad.fitmtion, whether or no I 
deferve your pity and affiftance. The 
condition of my father’s family b not un- 
known to you, and therefore I need to fay 
nothing more on that point, than to tell you 
that, as a daughter of that family, I had 
reafon to hope for the addrefles of fuch gen- 
tlemen as fhould be able to accompany one 
through life with tolerable fatisfadtion. 
Before the defections in the court of Mac- 
beth arrived to fuch a pitchy that none but 
parafites, fycophants, and villains, were the 
fupporters of the throne, the aceomplilhed 
Killibarren, one of the foremoft in the efteem 
of the late noble and worthy Thane of Ar- 
gyle, was frequent in his vifits at my father’s 
houfe, and a mutual approbation growing 
between him and me, our affeCtions became 
the confequence of it. My mother, unfor- 
tunately for me, had got in her eye an old 
rich advocate, whom flie intended for my- 
hulband: this advocate was deformed in 
bis perfon, infufferable in his humour, and 
covetous to the laft degree ! Killibarren was 
manly, affable, and generous ’ So that it 
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will be no difficult matter to decide, which 
had the preference in the heart of a young 
woman juft in the bloom of female maturity. 
My father, although he had in the begin- 
ning rather given fome countenance to the 
addreftes of Killibarren^ was too obfequious 
to the will of his wife, to oppofe her decrees 
with any degree of refolution : fhe accufed 
him of folly, for having hearkened to the 
fuit of a vaflal, for a fon-in-law, when ftie 
had it in her power to beftow me upon a 
hufband a'moft as rich, though not fo noble, 
as the Thane himfelf: in fhort, Ihe pre- 
vailed fo far over the good nature of my 
father, that he gave me over to her difpo- 
fal; the confequence of which was, that 
the amiable Killibarren was forbid thehoufe, 
and I difcharged, under the penalty of a 
maternal curfe, and deprivation of fortune, 
to hold any farther correfpondence with 
him: but alas! the prohibition came too 
late ; we had already exchanged our hearts 
by reciprocal vows, too facred to be broken 
fo that I found myfelf ‘under the relu&ant 
neccflity of reforting to dillimulation, that 
I m. ht fliun the reftraintof a total c nfine- 
ment, and be thereby deprived of the plea- 
fun of fuch private interviews with my be- 
loveu, a. we could procure by Health. By 
one artifice after another, 1 procraftinated 
the conclufion of affairs with Bernard the 
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advocate, until the arrival of a circumftance 
fo affefting to this devotee of wealth, as at 
once relieved me from his loathfome pur- 
fuits. It was juft at the juncture when 
Macbeth was projecting the fortification of 
Dunfinane i and finding, upon examination, 
that his finances were rather low at the 
time, he was calling about how he might 
raife a fund for that purpofe, when fome of 
his worthy counfellors direCled him to the 
rich Bernard. Bernard was immediately 
fummoned to court, to which he had been 
all his lifetime an utter ftranger; he would 
fain have excufed his attendance, by pre- 
tending indifpofition j but the King inftantly 
ordered a detachment of his guards to fetch 
him before him, dead or alive. The officer 
making no fort of ceremony, entered ab- 
ruptly the apartment of the advocate, and 
found him earneftly occupied in difpofing 
his money into feparate bags, for the better 
concealing of it: if the indifpofition of this 
wretch was at firft only counterfeited, it 
became now indeed real: the officer fecured 
immediately all the money he law, and had 
it tranfported, alongft with its owner, to the 
p;efence of the King. Macbeth, upon fee- 
ing 'J.e ghauimefs which then appeared in 
the advocate’s figure, and the terrible tre- 
mor which Ihook every joint of him, did 
not doubt but he had been really valetudi- nary. 
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naryj and at firft afked him, if an old marc 
of fiich a feeble conftitution was not alhamed 
to think of matrimony with a young vigorous 
jna’rd- .^ The old mifer was not ignorant of 
Macbeth's falacious character, and there- 
fore the fordid wretch, difconcerted as he 
was, bethought himfelf of throwing another 
fort of bait in the King’s maw, hoping 
thereby to divert his attention from a trea^- 
fure more valuable to him than all the youth 
and beauty on earth •, he put on all the ob- 
fcquioufnefs of the vileft pander; confefied 
to the King, that he did intend to marry* 
but with, very little view to indulge any 
appetite of his own ; he faid, he had never 
had the honour to be at court, becaufe he 
did not know of any merit by which he 
could introduce himfelf *, that he had fome- 
how heard, that his Majefty was of a very 
amorous complexion* that he had for a 
long while been in fearch of a beautiful 
young woman, not doubting but the ill- 
grounded report of his wealth would ren- 
der an alliance with him acceptable in moft 
families* and that it was his intention, fo 
foon as he could call Ijabella his own, to 
have the honour of prefen ting her to the 
King, and by that means recommending 
himfelf to his favour. Whether it was that 
Macbeth, who was not deficient in point of 
penetration, was truly Ihocked with fuch 



( *89 ) 
an inftance of bafenefs, as he had hardly 
ever met with before; or whether it was 
avidity to have the touching of the advo- 
cate’s treafures, I fliall not take upon me 
to determine-, but juftice, for this time, ex- 
erted itfelf even in the hands of a tyrant: 
he regarded the trembling Bernard with an 
eye of piercing indignation; afked him, 
how he dared to infult Majefty, by offering 
to corrupt it by the moft unexamped pro- 
ftitution ? ordered him into immediate con- 
finement, and proclaimed a confiicatiOn of 
all his eftate. How unfathomable are thy 
ways, O Providence! Thus, from the 
mouth of vice itfelf, that it might gratify 
its own rapacity, was oppreffed innocence 
relcued, and avarice and proftitution ck- 
fervedly punifhed.———But alas. Madam, 
(continued Ifabella) my diftrefs has not 
ended with the advocate’s punifhmcnt: 
The no lefs abandoned, though younger. 
Calendar, having hearkened attentively to 
the difcourfe of Bernard while before the 
King, became immediately a vifitor at my , 
father’s houfe; and fo effectually gained 
upon my mother, that his addreffes, (till 
more daring than the advocate’s, were fa- 
voured by her: that villain Calender, to 
whom, amongft many other barbarities, is 
imputed an acceflion to the rape of Inetta, 
and murder of her brother, as well as the 

fecret 
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fecret aflafljnation of the noble Thane of 
dr gyle, he now perfecutes me with a proffer 
of his detelled heart. I have pled fo ef- 
fectually with my too eafy tempered father, 
that I prevailed with him to reaibn with 
my mother againft fueh a compulfion of 
inclination : he argued from the fatal con- 
fequences that would have attended the 
force fhe defigned to put upon, me, by 
marrying me to the bale Bernard-, but the 
reputed power, intereft, and fortune of Ca* 
lender, unhappily overbalances all the dir 
fiinguifhed merit of Ktllib-.rren; and I 
mull again be paffive under the moll dif- 
gulling importunities. The generous heart 
of Ki Hi barren, too fenhbly touched with the 
mal-treatment I was forced to fubmit to* 
by reafon of the preference he held in my 
affections, has been under the moft deplo- 
rable perplexities: that cordial duty which 
attached him to the interell of Argyle, ren- 
dered it impra&ieable for him to operate 
with his own, my relief,, otherwife both of 
us Ihould, long ere now, have embraced a 
voluntary banilhment, and retreated far be- 
yond the power of a diffolute court, and 
the hateful perfecution of the moft infa- 
mous parafite in the whole of its circle. 

When the good Thane of Argyle, in order 
to preferve the life of a fon, which was 
dearer to him than his own, furrendered 

himfelf 
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KimfelF into the hands of the murderous 
Tyrant, my Killibarren, difguifed as a wo- 
man, attended, till the Thane’s fate fhould 
be decided, at a cottage not far from my 
father’s houfe ; and it was in this delectable 
retirement, known alone to the Thane and 
me, where, loving and beloved, we mu- 
tually confecratcd to one another thofe 
vows diflolvable only by Heaven itfelf. 
But alas! thofe innocent, though ftolen, 
enjoyments, were little permanent; the 
Thane was treacheroufly murdered; the 
cottage, as well as every other corner of 
the country, was rummaged for his adhe- 
rents ; the dear poffefibr of my heart dif- 
appeared ; I counted him dead, was leized 
with a languilhment which threatened to 
put a fpeedy period to my fad exiftence, 
which nothing elfe could have fuftained, 
but that I was thereby freed from the pur- 
fuits of the fo much abhorred Calender. 
You know. Madam, (continued the dif- 
coniblate Ifabella) how long, and how 
doubtfully for life or death, I lingered un- 
der a confumfng illnefs ; but fome weeks 
ago, a dawn of unexpected hope reanimated 
my decayingfpirits; the cottager’s daugh- 
ter, who now and then watched in my fick- 
nefs, being one day habited in part of the 
apparrel which difguifed the unfortunate 
Killibarrent accidentally pulling from one 
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of the pockets a round piece of (late, I 
imagined I obferved fbme characters wpon 
it; I afked her what it was, and defired 
her to fhew it me; fhe told me Ihe knew 
not what it was, Ihe had found it in the 
pocket after the gentleman, who pafied for 
a woman at their hut, was gone, and that 
fhe had kept it ever fince; Ihe gave it me, 
and a precious jewel it was ; See here, fays 
fhe, taking it from her fnowy bofom, you 
can trace the gravings of “ I/abella's K, 
lives, and will only live for heu!” O the 
comforting, the reviving impreflion ! O the 
powerful medicine ! How wonderfully has 
it recovered my almoft extinguifhed facul- 
ties ! It is, Madam, to the power of that 
balm, that I have been enabled to move 
this far; and in confequence of this little 
billet, ferved up to me in a bafket of fome 
fruit, I have fome faint hopes of meeting 
this evening the only objedt of my cares. 
Be not then, dear Madam, fufpicious of the 
virtue of Ifabella j her foul never orce was 
fufceptible to a tainted fentiment! She 
was proceeding, when their ears were at- 
tracted by the fteps of fome body approach- 
ing. The eager Ifabella, entertaining no 
other idea than of her long abfent Killi- 
barren, gave the fignal to her companion 
to withdraw •, but how miferably was fhe 
alarmed, when, in place of the moft ami- 
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able, (he beheld, to her, the moft de'teflable 
of mankind, that infamous enemy to virtue, 
the abandoned Calender, muffled up under 
the difguife of a riding-coat I She fcreamed 
out with all the feeble vehemence fhe could 
colleft: at firft he endeavoured to foften 
her by a profufion of amorous proteftations, 
all which ffle treated with the moft indig- 
nant repugnance: he then told her, that 
her perfon, fortune, fame, and even her 
life, were now at his difpofal •, ftie was his 
property by the concurrent difpofition of 
her parents; and the was at the King’s 
mercy, from a proof of her having been in 
a iecret correfpondence with an enemy and 
traitor to the ftate. Thefe laft expreffions 
aroufed her fmothered antipathy ; Thofe 
(replied Ihe fharply) are the moft unworthy 
df all traitors, who dare inftigate their king 
to the exercife of injuftice and cppreffion, 
and to ruin, pillage, and ravifli the un- 
offending ! Know, Sir, it is in that light I 
have viewed the execrable Calender! in fo 
much, that if you was the only man on 
earth, Jfabella could never meet you with 
her love. The enraged Calender laid hold 
of the trembling victim •, told her, in coarfeft 
language, that it now mattered not whether 
ihe approved him or not •, but fwore, be^- 
fore they parted, he would enjoy by force 
what file had fo long denied to folicitation. 

S Think 
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Think how wildly I was in that moment 
agitated, to behold innocence and beauty, 
and that innocence and beauty which had 
awakened in me all the filial refpedt and 
gratitude which her warm attachment to 
the noble inftrument of my exiftence could 
call forth, now expofed to the violation of 
a flagitious ruffian! to the humane propen- 
fity of protecting the innocent, and dif- 
charging fo immenfe a debt due to the 
friends of a worthy father; think, I fay, 
when in the author of this violation, I faw 
before my eyes the inhuman murderer of 
that father, how the terror of the one, and 
the rapacity of the other, afteCted me, then 
in a fituation which reftrained my offering 
relief without the imminent hazard of my 
own life, which was, however, a very light 
confideration, compared to the much 
weightier one of expofing my only bene- 
fadtor, .Angus's daughter, the deareft ob- 
ject of my foul, and all his family, to inevi- 
table deftruction. To fpeak, would have 
been to little purpofc; I had no weapon 
near me that could reach the ravager; the 
wall was of fuch a height, that I mult have 
maimed myfelf by an attempt to defcend 
it: the natural feeblenefs of Ifabella ren- 
dered her incapable of refiftance •, in groans 
of agony, ffie lay motionlefs and fpeechlefs 
iij the villain’s power; and he, pitilefs to 
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frer exprefiive fighs, was proceeding, by 
bafe indecencies, to perpetrate his horrid 
purpofe, when I got upon the wall, intend- 
ing, at all events, to jump down upon him ; 
part of the wall crumbled down, which 
alarmed the guilty villain ; he left his prey 
for a moment, to look round him ; I pro- 
fited of the advantage which was prefented 
me by the mouldering wall-, and loofening 
fome of the ftones, at length became matter 
of one fo large, that I juft could move it. 
with this ftone in my grafp, I watched my 
opportunity, and directing its fall, 1 had 
the good luck to founder him to the ground. 
I repeated the blow, by aiming twenty more 
at his guilty head, till at laft his impi- 
ous groanings, and difability to move him- 
felf, gave me hopes that IfqbeUa was in that 
juncture reicued : in a little time, I had the 
fatisfa&ion. to difcover, that fhe railed her- 
felf from the ground, and in fearful tremb- 
ling fteps, endeavoured to fteal herlelf from 
the frightful fcene: I then loofened and 
tumbled over a good deal more of the wall, 
fb as to give the whole the appearance of 
accident, and immediately retired very 
quietly to my apartments. 

‘ The dead body of Calender was found 
the next morning, almoft covered with rub- 
bilh and ftones : his partifans conjecturing 
that it muft have been fome body from our 

S 2 garden, 
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gardfen; I was immediately fuggefted to the 
King, reprefented as mifchievous in my 
nature, and an inherent enemy to the King’s 
adherents. Macbeth^ in extreme concern 
for the death of Calender, who was in reality 
become his chief favourite, deputed two or 
three of his neareft relations to vifit the gar- 
den, and make a ftridt examination into the 
circumftances. Eugenia had miffed me 
longer than ufUal that evening; Ihe catched 
the-alarm, queftioned me about it, and I 
candidly related to her the fadl. Whilft 
the courtiers were infpefting the place, fhe 
ofRcroufly threw herfelf in the way •, and 
when fhe heard the circumftances of the 
accident, and fearing the fatal effedt it 
might have upon me, fhe affedted a hearty 
forrow, and, in prefencerxaf the infpedlors, 
caft herfelf at her father’s feet, imploring 
his forgivenefs, if any accident had hap- 
pened ; faid fhe was by chance walking 
there in the dufk of the evening, and her 
ears being furprifed with an uncommon noife 
from without the wall, fhe attempted to 
loofen a ftone to raife her fo high as to fee 
over it, when, to her wonder, a confide- 
rable part of the wall gave way, fell to the 
other fide, and frightened her out of her 
wits. The fimplicity of this felf-accufation 
had the intended effedl, and the inquirers 
departed, fully fatisfied that the misfortune 
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of their friend was purely the confequence 
of chance. How foon they were gone, the 
Thane and his fair daughter being joined 
by me, I had the mortiftcation to hear her 
chid for being fo inattentive to what fhe 
was about, which the Thane aggravated, 
by the diftrefs he faid fhe might have in- 
nocently involved me into, as the only per- 
fbn fufpe&able in his family. I was on the 
point of diverting his admonitions from 
the undeferving to the real object of them, 
which Eugenia perceiving, fuddenly pre- 
vented me, by offering her hand, and tel- 
ling me,- that our drawing-mafter had 
waited long for us. Let the felfilh va- 
nity of mankind, which arrogates to itfelf; 
<in prejudice of the gentler, though more 
faithful fex, all tfae. capacity for heroifm, 
blufti when they hear of this unexampled 
inftanceof the nobleft friendfttip ! You will 
not then wonder, my dear friends, who can 
relifh the force of fuch tranfcendentgenero- 
fity, that I refped and admire my Eugenia as 
the moft perfect model of both beauty and 
fentiment. I am forry that want of intelli- 
gence obliges me fo abruptly to leave the 
lamentable Ifabella: all our inquiries have 
never fmce been able- to trace her any far- 
ther than that night of danger ; fire fled 
from the feverities of her parents, but 
where, or how, it muft be left to time to 
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inform us.. I wifh ihe may not have proved 
to be one of many dreadful facrifices to the 
unreafonable rigour of unfeeling parents, 
who falfely judging, that the greateft hu- 
man happinefs is only to be purchafed by 
fortune or grandeur, often precipitate their 
more fufceptible offspring to grafp even at 
the fhadows of felicity, in order to efcape 
parental aufterityi for if paternal admo- 
nitions and filial duties prove ineffedlual, 
fcftridtion and feverity will, in place oi 
prevailing, but aggravate the rifing defires. 
When growing pafiions are checked by ri- 
gorous reftraint, they court every oppor- 
tunity, howfbever perilous, to gratify the 
fmothered inclination ; the interviews of 
the parties muft of neceflity be more private 
and retired; the more.exaiufite the temp- 
tation, the more unguarded the believing 
hearts of the inoft innocent lovers; and 
where the pafiion happens not to be under 
the guidance of unabating honour on both 
fides, a too implicit confidence may often 
land in the ruin of the moft deferving vir- 
gin ! a fate which is more to be dreaded by 
an affectionate parent, than the moft difmal 
confequences that can attend matrimony in 
extremeft indigence.—But to return; if 
you think of that affectionate fympathy, 
which had already grown fa naturally into. 
3. mutual approbation between the dear Eugenia 
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Eugenia and me, you who can feel, wifi 
eafily conceive what ftrong impreflions fuch 
an unexampled inftance of the nobleft ge- 
nerofity made upon my aftoniflied fenfes : 
add to this, that Eugenia now advancing to 
her fourteenth year, began to difclole, with 
the rare accomplifhments of a molt elevated 
underftanding, the bloflbms of a perfonal 
beauty, that promifed every perfecbi^Tfeo 
be hoped for in the human conftitution. 
It was on this occafion, that pouring otit 
my grateful fentiments over her acquiefcing 
bofom, both of us, I believe, begun to feel 
other emotions than thofe which had hither- 
to been the pure refult of reciprocal appro- 
bation and efteem : I avowed to her the 
new, the tender fenfations by which I then 
was agitated ; I defired her to help me, if 
fhe could, to the ufe of fuch emphatic words 
as might beft exprefs them: it is, faid I, 
more than gratitude, more than friendfliip, 
it is more than efteem, more than appro- 
bation, even more than admiration, and 
yet it is fomething that comprehends them 
all! O my incomparable Eugenia! it muft 
be what we have fometimes read of; it 
muft be what has been planted in my foul 
by Heaven, unknown to me ; it muft be 
love! I am never pleafed but when you are 
with me; lam ever uneafy when you are 
Gut of my fight; my higheft delight is in 
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the charms of your voice ; to touch you is 
a fort of enchantment! Was ever fuch fe- 
licity before found in confinement ? If this 
is captivity, let me never be free, if that 
freedom mu ft feparate me from Eugenia! 

‘ The unufual expreflive blulhes which 
now adorned the natural beauties of Eu- 
genia, gave her, in fpite of every pofiible 
delicacy, the moftpenetrating countenance. 
A^jaihed, and yet free from fhamevfhe mo- 
deftly replied, I have never, my dcax Lorn, 
difguifed my fentiments from you, nor will 
I now -, that efteem, that friendfhip; with 
which I have ever regarded you, I find, as 
well as you,, have grown to a height, that 
our beft readings but ill defcribe: it is im- 
poflible, continued fhe, that my company 
can be more pleafing to you, than yours is 
delightful to me ; if it. is love, let it be fo ; 
although I blufhv it Ihould be no reproach 
to own it 5 it was planted in the foil of in- 
nocence, and reared up in the funlhine of 
virtue. In fuch endearing converfations 
did the lovely Eugenia and I pafs the early 
years of irreprehenfible communion. The 
Thane and Lady slngus perceived our at- 
tachments, and happily it was not dilguft- 
ful to them. Her mother, upon her death- 
bed, bequeathed her to my arms with un- 
referved fafisfadtion ; and nothing retarded 
the confummation of our felicity, but that 
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we durft not truft any mortal to give it the 
ceremonial fan6lion. At length, and but a 
fliort while before our flight, one honeft 
old clergyman, whofe years had then placed 
him beyond the obfervation of a guilty 
court, lought an afylum for his age, and 
was entertained by the Thane: he gave the 
hymeneal completion to our loves. Loving 
and beloved, we could then tafte of -thole 
joys, unknown to impurity, but chaftely 
longed for by thofe whofe paflions are limi- 
ted by virtue. Love, prompted by lull:, is 
ever indelicate; prompted by ambition, it 
is feldom reciprocal •, and if conveniency 
is the only motive, it can never be ardent. 
But in mine and Eugenia's, delicacy, union 
and ardour, all concurred to confummate, 
with exquifite delight, our warmeft wilhes. 

Lorn would 'have continued his narra- 
tion, but was interrupted by a meflenger, 
who called upon Edmund to meet fome 
itrangers who had juft alighted at his gate. 

Edmund, after a fhort interval, returned, 
and with a remarkable fatisfaftion in his 
countenance, introduced two gentlemen, 
one of whom was very quickly recognized 
by the Scotch Thanes to be an intimate 
companion and kinfman to the Thane of 
Fife. Glamis cordially faluted him Angus 
was advancing for the fame purpofe, when 
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Hamton (a) (fo the gentleman was named) 
ftarted back with the wildeft look of con- 
fternation, aftonifhed to behold the man 
who, he ftill fuppofed, was minifter, and an 
abettor of Macbeth, in the fociety of thofe 
whofe aid he had come to follicit for that 
tyrant’s extirpation. However, the myftery 
was loon unravelled, and gained entire 
credit by a brief explanation from Glamis. 
Young barn was made known, and a ge- 
neral harmony was confpicuous on every 
face. Edmund held in his hand a mandate 
from Yd\n° Edward, forbidding all his faith- 
ful fubjedls on the coafts and borders of 
England, to hold any fort of correfpondence 
with Macbeth, the pretended King of Scot- 
land, nor with any of his adherents or a- 

.bettors; but to aid and fupport, to the ut- 
moft of their powers, Malcolm, the un- 
doubted and lawful heir to the crown of 
that kingdom. As the purport of this 
mandate filled every heart with unfpeak- 
able joy, they were impatient to know by 
what happy means it had been fo fuccefs- 
fully obtained ^ Hamton, with pleal'ure, pro- 
ceeded thus to fatisfy them. 

(a) Afterwards Hamilton. 
‘ When 
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faid he, took the refolution of flying from 
Scotland, his breaft was full of the glorious 
purpofe: .he knew that Malcolm, whom he 
had always confidered as his King fince the 
murder of his father, was grandfon to Sibert 
Duke of Northumberland, a nobleman of 
the firft quality, and of great family con- 
nexions in England: he learned alfo, that 
no nobleman at that court had more intereft, 
or was held in higher confideration with the 
renowned Earl Godwin, who was then a 
chief in the adminiftration of Englifh policy. 
On his arrival in England, he underftood, 
after fome inquiry, that Malcolm was then 
at court •, thither he direXed his journey as 
faft as poflible. The variety of devices that 
had been attempted to inveigle Malcolm 
down to Scotland by emiflaries from Mac- 
beth, had made him very fliy and difficult 
of accefs to the natives of that kingdom *, 
however, Macduff had himfelf introduced; 
and after the ftrongeft aflurances of his loyal 
allegiance, he endeavoured to aroufe the 
dormant refentment of Malcolm againft; the 
murderer of his father, and the difhonour 
of his country j he expatiated upon the 
prefent unpopularity and deteftable cha- 
raXer of the Tyrant; bid him remember, 
that as he was the offspring of royal pro- 
genitors, he ought to fummon up an aXive, 
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princely fpirit, and endeavour, not only for 
his own fake, but for the fake of a groaning 
people, who would confider themlelves as 
committed to his charge by the King of 
Kings, to recover his paternal dignity, and 
thereby carry relief to an opprefled and 
fpoiled nation. Macduff concluded, by tel- 
ling him, that he confidered himfelf as the 
reprefentative of every mortal in Scotland^ 

■ in whofe breafts there remained the fmalleft 
fparks of honour or of virtue; that it was 
in their names, not in his own only, that 
he had hazarded all that was precious to 
him, to difcover the true ftate of things to 
his King, with whom he was ready to lhare 
in the worft, or the belt dilpenlations of 
fortune. 

* Malcolm^ uncommonly cautious for his 
years, liftened with greedy attention, but 
replied with fulpicion : he was defirous to 
make a very fure trial of Macduff's fince- 
rity, and therefore, fupprefling thofe emo- 
tions which he really felt, “ I am not in- 
fenfible (faid he) to the opprefllons under 
which my country bleeds ; nor do I ima- 
gine that the tyrannies imputed to the 
Ufurper are by any means exaggerated ; 
and the inducements for a Prince to enter- 
prize a reformation in fuch a cafe, are 
doubtlefs very urging: but I am afraid, 
my good Thane, your inftances would not 
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be fo preffino; with me to a flu me the regttl 
authority, if you was better acquainted 
with my native difpoiitions. Let me not 
deceive you then, but fairly confefs, that 
the fame vices which have already been the 
ruin of many kings, luft and avarice, are 
too predominant in me, not to defeat the 
very purpofes you expe<5t from me. It is 
true, that my want of power, and the pri- 
vate condition I have lived in, have fo 
greatly reftrained the exertion of them, 
that the world think more favourably of 
me than I defervej but was I to be cloathed 
with kingly power and uncontroulable au- 
thority, the reins which at prefent are a 
check upon thefe vices, would be loofened, 
and my hearkening to your importunities 
on this head, might more probably involve 
us in greater miferies, than reftore to you 
and the country that tranquillity you hope 
for.” Macduff wondered ; but calmly ob- 
ferved. That the firft ftep towards refor- 
mation, was to have a fenfe of thofe errors 
which were apt to mifguide us; that a 
rambling defire for women was natural to 
the moft of young men, but was often con- 
quered by the more folid and agreeable plea- 
fures that were to be found in the arms of 
a well chofen companion for life ; that the 
more unmanly lull of avarice had been often 
propagated by the apprehenfions of want, 
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rfie fear of which would be totally banilhed 
from the breaft of Malcolm, fo foon as he 
Ihould accomplifh the pofleflion of his fa- 
ther’s dominions; and finally faid, that 
that avarice mull indeed be extremely in- 
fatiable, which is not to be fatisfied with 
the revenues of a kingdom. Malcolm per- 
fifted in objecting ; and concluded by tel- 
ling him, that there were ftill other weak- 
nelfes, and yet more unbecoming a king, 
which he knew himfelf liable to, and which 
would make him and the nation fadly re- 
pent of their choice, Ihould he acquiefce in 
their loyal invitation: There is (fays he) 
no truth nor fincerity in me! Undeferving 
of confidence myfelf, I can put confidence 
in no man! I am by nature changeable, 
incapable of forming friendfliips; and fo 
unreafonably fufpicious, that thofe who 
Ihould be the molt forward in my fervice, 
might be the firft who ftiould feel the fad 
effe&s of my jealous temper; for from the 
inconftancy of my own nature, I judge of 
the difpofitions of all other men. At this 
moment (continued he) myjealoufy moves 
me to the Itrongeft fufpicions againft the 
honefty of Macduff. 

‘ Macduff, unable to confine any longer 
his fwelling indignation, exclaimed, from 
heart-felt diftrels; Avaunt then, thou, dif- 
grace to royalty ! thou diflionour to thy 

family! 
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family 1 O my country ! O my bleeding 
country! Are all hopes of thy redemption 
thus paft away ? It muft not be; that crown 
which the daftard fon of Duncan confefies 
himfelf unworthy to wear, may well be an 
additional ornament to the brow of the more 
meritorious Edward! I go about it; he 
fhall be invited to conquer, and to enjoy it. 
Macduff appeared ready to abandon him; 
but Malcolm, fully fatisfied of the Thane’s 
fmcerity, caught hold of him ; Stay, my 
dear Thane, faid he, (lay, thou pattern of 
loyal patriotifm; forgive the trial I have 
made of thy fidelity, which thou haft fo 
well proved by that indignant paftion which 
the fuppofed frailties, even of the man you 
defire to make your ibvereign, has infpired 
you with ! How different yours from the 
fycophantifh behaviour of thofe emifiaries 
employed to feduce me by Macbeth? the 
more villainous I could reprefent myfelf to 
them, the more they courted me, the more 
they counted me fit for the vile purpofes of 
a proftituted government: it was therefore, 
my dear Macduff, that I was afraid of every 
temptation that was prefented to me to re- 
gain my country ; it was therefore that I 
arraigned myfelf as a wretch under the do- 
minion of fuch vicious principles, as my 
honeft foul Ihuddered within me at the bare 
mention of! But 1 am convinced; it is not 
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the greatnefs of your fortune, the grandeur 
of your family, nor the reputation of your 
honour, that has thus convinced me; it is 
a noblenefs, a fan&ity of manners, better 
expreffed through your looks than from 
your tongue, that dilpofes me now to em- 
brace you with all the confidence of a trufty 
friend. Be then my Mentor, lead me on 
to the arduous, the glorious talk, of getting 
juftice for my fuffering country, my injured 
family, and oppreffed people!—If the foul 
of Macduff was at firft tortured with the 
pdious picture which Malcolm had prefented 
of himfelf, what ioy did he now feel in be- 
holding the reverie ? He fell down before 
him ! hailed him King! and drawing his 
fword, vowed never more to flieath it, un- 
til he fhould fee the fovereignty, credit, and 
tranquillity of his country, reftored. Thus 
the ftri&eft and moft cordial engagements 
beino- mutually concluded, it was immedi- 
ately refolved, by the intereft of Malcolm^ 
grandfather and the Earl Godwin, to fupph- 
cate affiftance from King Edward, who, by 
the way, had hitherto been deaf to every 
fuggeftion of that fort; for amidft all the 
diflfpation which fo much fcandahzed the 
court of Macbeth, he had hill had policy 
enough, by maintaining a fubmihive cor- 
refponclence with the cowl ot England, to 
keep up fitch an alliance with Edward, as 
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to fcreen himfelf from fo dangerous a re- 
fentment: and at this very jundhire he kept 
one of the moft politic of his creatures, 
whom he had dignified with the title of 
Thane of Monteith, as his reprefentative in 
England for that purpofe. Monteith, who 
was extremely artful, was a conftant fpy 
upon every motion of Malcolm's \ and hav- 
ing traced him in his mofl: fecret interviews 
with Macduff; and eafily guefiing at their 
purpofe, took care to get Macduff repre- 
fented to the court of England in fuch a 
diladvantageous light, as to weaken his 
applications. But in the height of thefe 
difficulties, I happened to arrive, and 
brought to Macduff the firft account of the 
woeful barbarities which had been perpe- 
trated in his family. With what heart- 
rending horrors did he hear the ffiocking 
tale f He flew to Malcolm, whofe generous 
heart was no lefs penetrated with the fad 
relation than his own. Malcolm taking 
Macduff and mylelf alongfl; with him, went 
immediately to court, demanded and ob- 
tained an audience of Edward-, before whom 
I was examined i and producing other well 
authenticated vouchers of every circum- 
ftance of the fatal cataftrophe, foeffedually 
awakened fympathy and refentment in the 
foul of good King Edward, that he inftantly 
refolved, maugre all other confiderations, 
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to fupport Malcolm through the difficult 
operations he had undertaken ; and, as the 
firft proof of his being in earneft, he iflued 
immediate orders to forbid Monteith,. or 
any other on the part of Macbeth^ to enter 
the court of England *, and further ordered, 
that Monteith fhould retire from England 
within three days. Nothing now remain^ 
ing to obftrudt our lolicitations at the court 
of Edward^ five thoufand chofen men were 
muftered, and put under the command of 
the Duke of Northumberland) who, accom- 
panied by Malcolm, are actually on their 
march hither, that they may be joined by 
an equal number of borderers; and as foon 
as completed, they have orders to proceed 
dire<5Uy for Scotland: upon entering that 
kingdom, Malcolm is to be proclaimed 
King, to fet up the Scotch ftandard, and 
then to have the command of the whole, 
as well Englijh as Scotch. It would be tor- 
turing language to fearch for words, to ex- 
prefs the joy that now appeared in every 
face, when Mr. Hamtcn had finiffied his 
interefling relation •, and a few days more 
added to it a very affecting circumftance. 
It fhould have been fboner obferved, that 
the generous Edmund) imp: cnt to ccn- 
fummate the felicity of his rd .aired guefts, 
had freighted a fmallveffel. and diipatched 
her to Ila, there to make inquiry after the 
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venerable Thane of Argyle. This veffel 
now returned, and blefied the expe&ing 
company with the prefence of that noble 
Thane, attended by the brave and faithful 
Killibarren, a name the reader is not a 
ftranger to. Fain would the author attempt 
a defcription of thoie different and lively 
fenfations which at this joyful conjuncture 
muft have been communicated from one to 
another of this tranfported affembly ; but 
it would be in vain! 1 hink, fenfible reader* 
of the virtuous Lorn, furprifed with the ap- 
pearance of a moft refpeCtable parent, * 
whom, from his earlieft years, even .untile 
now, he had been taught to lament as dead! 
Think, 1 fay, what muft be thofe filial feel- 
ings which then enchanted him; and 
add to it, that paternal fondnefs diftin- 
guifhed in every feature of a father, who 
had already counted fo lightly of hazarding 
his fortune and his life for the prefervation 
of a darling fon ! You muft; fuppofe it all: 
the moft powerful efforts of poetry or 
paintingwould but ill defcribe them. Suffice 
it then to fay, that fuch another difplay of 
contentment and reciprocal happinefs was 
never perhaps fo eminent in one and the 
fame fociety. 

Edmund was fo entirely tranfported 
with the joyous profpeCt of feeing theie 
worthy noblemen regain their native li- 
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berty and poffeflions, that he forgot him- 
felf as in retirement: he got his equipages 
ready *, and propofing to accompany his 
friends in their expedition, he was extremely 
aftive in levying troops to join them. A 
few days only pafled, when they received 
a courier from Malcolm, to let them knew, 
that the Duke of Northumberland, with 
the van of the Englijh army, was advanced 
as far as Halifax in Torkjhire, and was pro- 
ceeding to Lancajier, where he would halt 
two days, to wait the jundtion of their 
friends in thefe parts ; thence pafs through 
Cumberland, make another halt at Carlijle 
for three days, and then tnx.tr Scotland with. 
all poflible expedition. Upon this intelli- 
gence, the generous Edmund, the Thanes 
of Argyle and Glamt:, Lorn, Killibarren, 
and Mr. Hamton, were all accoutred, and 
ready, at the head of about 400 men, to 
march to join their friends at Lancajier. 
The Thane of Angus, notvvithftanding all 
entreaties, and that every one of the com- 
pany was now become as fincerely his 
friend, as they had formerly been the re- 
verie, would by no means be prevailed 
with to undertake a lhare in the enterprrze. 
He faid, that although their condefcen- 
dance for him had induced them to excufe 
his adminiftration in Scotland, that the peo- 
ple in general of that country would not 
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fee with fo favourable eyes; and that as 
diffidence was a faculty more natural to 
mankind than approbation, he was afraid, 
that his appeal ing w;th the army in the 
chara&er his birth intultd him to, might 
rather hur than forward his Sovereign’s 
caufe ; befidc.s, he faid, he could not totally 
exculpate hin felf, tor that too flavifh fub- 
miffion with which he had fo long bended 
to the will of tyranny •, that his upright in- 
tentions, and the few laudable actions for 
which their goodnefs had jollified the whole 
purport of his condudt, did not amount to 
a fufficient abfolution in his own mind : 
that it was his refolution never more to re- 
turn to Scotland, but to linger out the reft; 
of his exiftence in penitence, with the good 
real Hermit who had affifted in faving his 
life. Every body endeavoured to difiuade 
him from this refolution, but in vain : Ar- 
gyk) and Lorn) his fon-in-law, importuned 
him in the moft moving language ; he was 
determined ; and concluded by telling his 
noble friend yfrgy/tf, that as for many years 
paft, the only circumftance which made life 
worthy of his care, was the concern which 
paternal love infpired him with for the pre- 
fervation and happinefs of Lorn and his 
darling daughter •, and as that was now de- 
volved upon another, much more able and 
refpe&able parent, he would retire from the world 
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world with pleafure fettle his accounts with 
Heaven, and pray unwearied for their fuc- 
cefs and profpenty. It was even with diffi- 
culty, that the pious tears of his daughter, 
enforced with the perfuafive eloquence of 
the amiable Bertha, could prevail with him 
to poftpone his felf-feclufion, that he might 
by his company mitigate a little of that tire- 
fomenefs which they were willingly to fuffer 
during the abfence of their Lords. To 
their folicitations, however, at length he 
yielded ; and every thing being now as 
much lettled at the houle of Edmund, as, 
under fuch interefting circumftances, could 
poffibly be, a very affedting tarewcll fepa- 
rated the different parties; 

In a few days our patriots arrived at 
Lancajler, and with their fquadron joined 
the main body. Never was there a more 
cordial meeting than now felicitated the 
hopeful Chieftans : Malcolm, with joy un- 
utterable, welcomed his venerable friends, 
the Thanes of Argyle and Giamis-, and 
Macduff, unable to confine his tranfport, 
interrupted even the greetings of his King: 
‘ Thrice welcome (cried he) my noble fellow 
fufferers! Let me congratulate you and my- 
felf on the eminent profpedl now prei'ented 
to us of chaftifing a long exerted tyranny 
and oppreffion over a groaning country! 
What unexampled excitements have we to 
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lead us on to the glorious enterprize! But 
k is ufelefs to wafte time to inftigate you 
you feel as warmly as I do; but you muft 
forgive the overflowings of a friend’s heart, 
who by one effort of the Tyrant’s barbarity, 
was beggared ! difhonoured! widowed ! 
and rendered childlefs ! Yours and our 
country’s wrongs may, and, by the help of 
God, they will be redreflfed; but mine, 
alas! never can ; O my wife ! O my child- 
ren !’ The fenfible heart of Edmund was 
ready to burft, on perceiving the manly 
anguifh which thus overcame the gallant 
Macduff-, when Glamis, by a feafonable in- 
terruption of the growing diftref's, gave a 
turn to the woeful fubjed:, by recommend- 
ing to Macduff’s attention the illuftrious 
Edmund, and relating fome of his exalted 
virtues. 

The Duke of Northumberland had taken 
the advantage of the halt to pafs through 
Weftmoreland, and thence into his own coun- 
try, to give the neceffary orders in thofe 
parts; and propoied only to rejoin the army 
at Carlijle for which place they next day 
continued their march, under the command 
of Malcolm: and now coufiderable rein- 
forcements from the Scotch fide were adding 
every hour to their ftrength, when the van 
arrived at Carlijle. The Duke entered it 
the fame day at the head of 1500 Northum- 

brians 



< 2l6 ) 
Mans and Cumberland-men: the Duke of 
Northumberland quickly recognized his 
kinlman Edmund^ and was overjoyed to fee 
him once more in a fcene of adlion; nor 
was he lefs happy on being made acquainted 
with the renowned Thanes of Argyle and 
Glamis, and the Lord of Lorn, the patriotic 
fame of each of whom had reached and 
often charmed-his ears. It was then they 
held the firft council of war. They re- 
ceived intelligence from the Scots who had 
joined them, many of whom had embraced 
the firft opportunity of flying from under 
the command of tyranny, that Macbeth 
having heard of the march of the Englijh, 
and fearing a revolt of the Southern Scots, 
had aftually advanced, with fuch an army 
as he could mufter, as far as the Liviot hills, 
and had formed feveral flying encamp- 
ments, intending thereby not only to in- 
terrupt the revolting from joining with 
the Englijh, but to offer the Englijh battle 
from fome advantageous poft among the 
hills •, but that having heard of the numbers 
of the Englijh army, which had been greatly 
magnified, and that the Thanes of Argyle 
and Glamis (both of whom he counted 
dead; as well as Macduff, were with them, 
he was ftruck with horror and difmay, and 
immediately meditated a retreat; judging, 
if he Ihould be compelled to give battle at 
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iaft, he ftiould fight with more advantage 
in the North, be more in the centre of his 
adherents, and be better able to fatigue and 
harrais the Englijb troops, by marches thro* 
hills and mountains they were not accuf- 
tomed with. 

Mean while the confederate army (for 
fo they may now be filled) moved into 
Scotland without the fmalleft interruption. 
The -ftandard of Malcolm was fet up at An- 
nand \ he was proclaimed King of Scotland 
amidft refounding acclamations of applaufe, 
and took upon him the command of the 
whole army : he confirmed in Sibert, his 
grandfather, the chief command of the Eng- 
,lijh, and appointed his illufirious friend Ed- 
mund a lieutenant-general; and the fame 
rank for Scotland was beftowed upon Ar- 
gyfe, GlamiS) and Macduff. They continued 
marching, and accumulating numbers every 
hour. The Englijb troops were aftoniftied, 
when at this time they found themfelves in 
the heart of a country, where they imagined 
they were to meet their enemies, not to fee 
nor hear of any but friends, and the moft 
joyful falutations of a hearty welcome: 
they therefore proceeded in fuch ipirits, 
as rhuft have fubdued Macbeth, if he could 
have affembled an army equal to Malcolm's. 

JVlacbeth perceiving that his army hourly 
diminiilied, at length, unwilling at any rate 
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to'hazard a battle, betook himfelf for fafety 
to his caftle of Dunjimne, and formed a 
Scattered fort of encampment around it, 
■compofed of thofe adherents, who having 
ib-long.affociated with him in every fort of 
.criminality, knew that their only chance 
to efcape luch a fate as was the due to un- 
remitting villanies, was to rifle their lives 
.alongfl: with their leader. 

The royal party continued their ad- 
vances xa'Dunfinane; and at Bernham wood, 
as a token that they hoped to accomplifli 
a conqueft without flaughter, the troops, 
by order of Malcolm, plumed their hats with 
■oaken boughs j and then making a motion 
for furrounding the caftle, Macbeth, who 
had taken a view of them from a turret, 
was hopelefs and confounded ! he regarded 
their ftrength, numbers, and regularity, as 
irrefiftible! Confcioufnefs now penetrated 
his guilty foul; he was defperate and di- 
Jiradted - he threatened his own, and the life 
«of every perfon who came near him: his 
wife, who had been at all times ready to 
affift in his fchemes of cruelty, was more 
obnoxious to him than a haggard witch 
he reproached her with the moft pungent 
upbraidings; (he recriminated with equal 
fury and defperation ; and they were often 
on the point of hurrying each other into 
jhat etefnity, which of all things they 

dreaded 



C 219 ) 
dreaded the moft, but which would not: 
have been deferred a fingle moment by any 
thing lefs than the terrible pidhire which; 
their cankered confciences had formed ot it. 
They flew, defpondent, from the hateful 
fight of one another ; a id in fine, he,, and 
the whole of his party, being overwhelmed 
in the fame marks of defpair, became the 
moft hideous objects of one another. Dun- 
finane now was hell in epitome ! every mov- 
ing figure bore the refemblance of a devil !’ 
At length the enemy being juft ready,, with 
fword in hand, to force the gates, Macbeth' 
difguifed himfelf in the habit of a commort 
trooper, and leaving his friends at the mercy 
©f the conquerors, and anxious, as a con- 
demned malefactor, to poftpone the awful 
plunge, fought his efcape through a private 
poftern. By this time the royal troops had 
entered the caftle: Macduff, from whofe 
breaft the ideas of fpoiled honour, the un- 
pitied fighs of a ravilhed and murdered, 
wife, and the unmoving cries of maflacred 
children, could never be banilhed, was the 
firft that forced his way •, he ran, fearlefs,, 
to and fro, in fearch of the fpoiler at length 
one of the banditti, hoping to recommend 
himfelf to mercy, pointed out the little back 
gate through which the monfter had fled ; 
Macduff and found him,, with a 
few of his partifans, attempting to fcramble 
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over a wall, the corner of a baftion : the 
noife of Macduff's Ihouting alarmed the 
delinquents, whofe efcape being now im- 
practicable, a falfe bravery grew upon their 
defpair: Macbeth turned, with all the brifk- 
nefs he could fummon, to defend himfelf; 
and Macdnff, who, maugre his difguife, in- 
ftantly knew him, fingled him out for his 
immediate vengeance: the Tyrant fought 
with Ikillj but guiltinefs enfeebling his 
nerves, he was unequal to the fuperior force 
of Macduffs unerring arm, which, after a 
few llighter pafles, by one furious and well 
aimed blow, brought him, reeling, in mut- 
terings unfanftified, to the ground ! The 
vengeful Macduff repeated his blows, and' 
could not reftrain himfelf from pulhing 
home every wound with exprobations on 
the maffacre of his family. 

Thus fell the wretch who had got him- 
felf exalted to dignities by virtues to which’ 
he had been fchooled, but which not being 
natural to him, he could not perfevere in; 
and had difgraced the character of a Prince- 
by the exercife of vices which had been born 
with him, but which he had the guile to 
fmother whilft in the rank of a private perfon. 

The lhame of womankind, the inftiga- 
tor, as well as partner of all his flagitiouf- 
nefs, his wife, was found dead next day in 
the outfide of the cattle; fhe having, in the 
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tranfport of dcfponclency, flung hcrfelf over* 
the wall of one of the ramparts. Malcolm* 
ordered both their bodies to be decently 
buried, in refped: to the families they had 
the honour to be fprung from ; but their 
heads, that the memory of their wicked- 
nefs might ferve as an antidote to pofterity,, 
were exhibited to public view upon two 
fpears eretled on the top of a high tower; 
and between them there was railed the fi* 
gure of a ferpent with a double head, each 
head inclining to thofe of the vi&ims, as if 
hifling, and equally directing its baneful; 
influence at both of them. His adherents, 
excepting fuch as, through their refiftance,, 
were flain, were all made prifoners., A 
court extraordinary was ordained to try 
them, when Malcolm was gracioufly pleafecf 
to remit the crime of rebellion, and to de- 
clare thofe. only condemnable to fuffer.' 
death, againft whom there were feparate • 
proofs of murders, rapes, or other violent 
depredations-, an example of juflice tem- 
pered with a clemency worthy the imitation i 
of more enlightened ages. 

Never was fo fudden a revolution ac- 
complilhed with fo little bloodfhed, nor 
was there ever a reftoration of right with, 
more univerfal applaule. The unanimity 
which governed the Englijh and i Scottijh 
Chiefs, prevented the leaft tendency to> 
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jealoufies; and the Englijh troops returned 
to their own kindom with the fatisfa&ion of 
having been inftrumental, without the lofs 
of a man, of re-eftablilhing their neigh- 
bouring nation in a ftate of tranquillity un- 
known to them for many years; leaving 
behind them* as well as carrying with them* 
an early proof of the great utility of a cor- 
dial union between fo near neighbours, 
when combined in the great caufe of liberty 
and juftice. 

A day was named for the coronation 
of Malcolm at Sccon; and at his earneft in- 
treaties, his grandfather and the noble Ed- 
mund were prevailed upon to be witnefifcs 
of the folemnity. The day appointed came, 
and immediately after Malcolm had taken 
the coronation oath, the venerable Thane 
of Argyle delivered himfelf to this effect :• 

‘ 1 truft in God, my Sovereign Liege, 
‘ that the virtues of your own conftitution, 
‘ more than the dreadful example of your 4 wicked predecefTor, will guide you a- 
‘ gainft all the errors of the paft reign: 
« with the regal dignity, .you are invefted 
‘ with the difpofal of places of profit, of 
« power and oi honour: be thel'e bellowed 
‘ without partiality ; let the weight of me- 
« nt, not the chance of birth, be intitled 
» to preference in the purchafe. Society 4 was inflituted by heaven, and a defire & r 
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* it impelled in the mind from the creatioir 
‘ of the world j without it, exiftence would 
‘ have been a burden-. The good of that 
* fociety, we may believe, was the great 

aim of the Omnipotent Being who formed 
*■ it: You are his vicegerent; and the 
* happinefs of your people ought to be 
‘ your firft, your chief and conftant ftudy, 
‘ if you hope to acquit yburfelf as an ho- 1 neft man before that King, who had the- 
* power to make you theirs^ and by whole 
* indulgence alone you can expedt to reign 
‘ happily. You may nqw look upon your- 
* felf as. the favourite of Heaven ; fo for a 

while might Macbeth! and fo he might* 
‘ have continued, had he a6ted confidently- 
‘ with the facred oaths he took, and which- 
‘ you have now taken: but he deviated1 
4 from the paths of virtue; he gave a loofe- t to vicious paflions; he valued only fuch 4 favourites as flattered his vices ; he for- 4 fook the true interefb of his people, and' 4 the King of Kings forfook him. Of alf 4 other mifchiefs, beware of favourites! 4 A Governor fhould have no date favou- 4 rites, but fuch whofe conduct has ren- 4 dered them worthy the confidence of the 4 governed the laws will then exert their 4 vigour without obdrudtion ; there will be 4 no murmurings j criminals will calmly 
' fubmit, to punifhments, becaufe they are 

‘ infli&ed 
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‘ To fay that a King is to have no perlbnal 4 favourites, would be to fay, that the King 
‘ muft be more than human ; it is abfurd 
‘ whilft a King is mortal, he will be under 
‘ the influence of mortal paflions ; but let 
‘ him be careful to diftinguilh between the 
* favourite of his private amufements, and 

the favourite of public adminiftrations.. 
“ the dilference may be likened unto that. 41 of a gentleman’s family ; a very fenflble 
‘ worthy man may be infpired with affec- c tions for diferent companionSj who may' 

lighten his cares, divert his leifure hours, 
^ and be in many refpedts moft agreeable 
«■ to him •, yet, perhaps, amongft all thefe 
«* his moll approved friends, he may not 
*- find one properly qualified to be a pre- 
*• ceptor for his children. Such a-depart- 
‘ ment requires talents peculiar to itfelf; 

it requires an application to the various 
*- tempers to be dealt with, which very few 
‘ of thefe moft efteemed friends, if they 
«• have the underftanding, have allb the pa- 
‘ tience to bellow upon them. So it is,, 
« my Liege, in the family political, the 

ftate : you will difcover in many of youf 
*• nobles different qualities, that may ren- 
* der them perfonally amiable to you ; but 
‘he is a prodigy of a man, who poffefies 
‘ eyery qualification necdlary to an admi- 

‘niftratcxr.. 
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niflrator. There are none of us totally 
free from vanity; and how foon we can 
gain a King’s favour for us in one point* 
we flatter our own abilities, we fuppofe 
we are omnifcious, and then labour to 
worm ourfelves fo entirely into power, 
that it is too late for our mailer to look 
at things through his own eyes, he muft 
look through ours. Others, who do not 
confider us with the fame prejudices, are 
more inquifitive into our foibles : when 
we have arrived at the fummit of our am- 
bition, we are lefs anxious to pleafe, we 
are lefs upon our guard, and our weak- 
nefles are difeovered ; thefe weaknefles 
are imputed to the King ; and thus, on 
account of a defigning/^'yfwr/Ve, has the 
belt of kings become often the derifion* 
fometimes the deteftation, of his fubjedls. 
Be then cautious, my Liege, let me again 
repeat it, be cautious in the choice of 
your minifters; if you have a perfonal 
favourite, honour him with your efteem 
for thofe good difpofitions which have re- 
commended him ; but unlefs he has the 
concurring voice of your fubjetfls, let him 
be the laft man you would pitch upon for 
your minifter, left the prejudices pre- 
conceived in his favour ftiould make you 
blind to errors which -will be perceived 
by your people, who by reafon of youf 

‘ preference^ 
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* preference, will be the more fufpicious 5 
* and, next to God, it is to his people to 
‘ whom a king is accountable. But Ihould 
* a popular minijler deviate (which may 
* often happen) from their expedations,. 
‘ the confequence will be, that in place of 
* imputing his errors to the Sovereign, it 
‘ will have the reverfe effed-, they will 
* blame their own choice, and with a more 
‘ implicit confidence, throw themfelves en- 
‘ tirely upon Majefty for redrefs. When 
‘ a fubjed, through prejudice, partiality, 
* or paflion, injures his neighbour, he is 
* liable to the laws for the offence he has 
‘ done againft fociety: if a private perfon 4 then has a legal remedy for wrongs fuf- 4 tained from the palfions of his neighbour,. 4 has not the Public as juft a title to redrefs 4 for injuries fuftained through the preju- 4 dices of their Prince ? certainly \ and the 4 more fo, in fa far as public is preferable 4 to individual intereft. 4 I dwell the longer upon this fubjed, 
* my Liege, that it was favouritifm that 4 proved a bane to the reign of your royal 4 father ; he was continually embarraffcd- 4 between two favourites, the Thanes of 4 Refs and Caitbnefs each had his fadion v 4 and as the King was unwilling to difoblige 4 either of them, they rofe and fell alter- 4 .natdy ; they had no other views than to 4 enrich 
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* enrich and aggrandize their refpe&ive 
« parties •, the national intereft: was quite 
* negle&ed •, the people grew difeontented, 
‘ they fought a change, and they have been 
* punifhed by what they courted. You, 
‘ my Liege, mount the throne of your fa- 1 ther with every earthly advantage; you 
*■ are feated in the love of your people; 4 you are happy in the approbation of your 
‘ nobles : Let the voice of the j>ul>/ic find, 
' on all occafions, free accefs to your coun- 
‘ cils; and be ever fufpicious of that fa- 
‘ vourite who fiiall endeavour to fupprefs 
‘ their complaints, or poifon your ears with x the baneful found of prerogative and ab- 
‘ folutepower. A favourite will, for the moft 4 part, have fome interefted projects to pro- x mote: from the Public voice you may 
‘ fometimes hear miftaken, but rarely dif- 
* honeft counfel: the people have no in- 
* tereft to deceive you, becaule, by deceiv- 4 ing you, they deceive themlelves. Begin 4 your reign by enquiring into, and re* 4 drefling their grievances; when they are 4 miftaken, correct them, but with a fa- 4 therly hand, to the end that they may not 4 fear without efteeming you. Proceed, 4 with the afliftance of your nobles and 4 able counfellors, to collett and form 4 from the records a fyftem of wholefome 
* Jaws j iatrodudive to which, permit me, 4 my 
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* my Sovereign Liege, to prefent you with 
‘ a gift, prei'erved from the ravaging hands < of ufurpation, which, although two hun- 
* dred years old, yet which, if obferved and 
‘ wifely improved, will be a diadem no lefs 
‘ ornamental to a royal heart, than a crown 
« to the royal head : here, my Lige, (pre- 
* fenting a fcroll of parchment) (a) is an 
‘ authenticated duplicate of the falutary 
« laws inftituted by your illuftrious prede- 
* ceflbr, Kennethus II. when after the ex- 
‘ tirpation of the faithlefs Pitts> your an- 
'« cient kingdom was enlarged, and firft got 
* the name of Scotland. Let thefe laws be 
* revifed; and wherein any change of cir- 
'« cumftances has rendered it neceflary, let 
t them be altered or amended : let them 

'« next be proclaimed for the public fanc- 
« tion; and having once got that, abide 
« and govern by them. Nothing fo con- 
» temptibly betrays the feeblenefs of go- 

*« vernment, than this day to pronounce an 
* edi£t that may pleafe one fa£tion, and to 
‘ abolilh it the next, to humour another: 
« by fuch a condudyour laws will multiply; 
« multiplicity of laws will generate chi- 
‘ canery ; chicanery will create expence; 
* rich villainy will triumph over indigent 

(a) See a Copy of thefe Laws in the Condufio i, at Pages 231» &c> 
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‘ plain of oppreflion. The affiance between 
* a king and his fubjedts ought to be held 

as the moft facred compadt i it is plain of 
‘ itfelf i it requires but few laws to dtabliffi 
‘ and to maintain it *, and it fhould never 
‘ be perplexed with knotty arguments. 
‘ Like a contradl between hufband and c wife, let the laws you aflent to, and your 
‘ coronation oath, be an inviolable contradt 
‘ between you and your people ; then, my 
* Liege, they will find it their fupreme 
‘ happinefs to love and obey their Sove- 
‘ reign, as you, I hope, will find it yours, 
* to cheriffi, fupport, and improve the 
* rights of the Public. That it may be fo, 
‘ and that with a reign juft, happy, and 
* glorious, you may enjoy long life with 
‘ health and fatisfadtion, is, and while I 
* have breath to draw, fliall be my moft 
‘ fervent prayer.’ 

This truly noble and patriotic harangue 
met with the approbation it deferved. The 
King defcended from the coronation chair, 
embraced Argyk, and thanked him for his 
loyal and affedlionate advice, with fuch an 
air of candid affability, as demonftrated 
that it had been fincerely agreeable to 
him. 

X The 
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The firft a& of his fovereign will was to 

create the Thane, Earl of Argyle, a title till 
then not known in Scotland: then turning 
immediately to the other nobles, (each of 
whom were foon diftinguilhed by titles ade- 
quate to their reputation and families) he 
told them, “That he would begin his reign, 
at lead, by a deference to that advice 
which he had with fo much pleafure attend- 
ed to, in conferring a new and honourable 
title upon the man who had had the honefty 
to read him fo proper a leflbn; and he 
hoped that he fliould thereby convince his 
fubje&s, that the mod direft road to his fa- 
vour fhould be at all times to approach him 
with truth. 
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The Laws and Statutes ordained by 

King Kennethus, were as folioweth. 
I. A NY perfon that blafphemeth, or 

difrefpedteth God or his faints, 
fhall, in the Hrft place, be deprived of the 
tongue ; and any who (hall abufe the King 
or Chief Captain, may be puniftied in the 
fame manner. 

II. All men convi&ed of murder, Aral! 
be hanged, or lofe the head j and if con- 
victed of theft, they fhall be hanged. Any 
woman convicted of a capital crime, {hall 
be drowned or buried alive. 

III. Any one making lies, to the damage 
of his neighbour, fhall lofe his fword, and 
be banifhed from good company: 

IV. He that ravifheth a virgin, (unlefs 
fhe marry him) fhall be beheaded. 

V. He that defileth another man’s wife, 
fhall be put to death with the woman, un- 
lefs the woman be forced. 

VI. He that forceth any woman, and 
the violence made evident, fhall be be- 
headed, and the woman declared innocent. 

X 2 VII. A wife 
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VI [. A wife may not be puniflied for a 

huiband’s crime i but a hulband fhall be 
pumfhed for the crime of his wife, if he 
knew of it: if it be a concubine, ftie fliall 
be punilhed as the man, 

VIII. All oppreffors, or invaders of other 
men’s lands, fliall be beheaded. 

IX. All vagabonds and idle perfons fliall 
be, in the firfl: place, marked with a burn 
on the cheek ; and if they perfevere in idle- 
nefs, they may be whipt, or even hanged. 

X. If any fon injure his parents by word' 
or deed, he fliall firfl; lofe either tongue, 
hand, or foot, whereby he offended the pa- 
rent, and then be hanged, and his body 
remain unburied,. 

XL If a parent contradi&s nature, and 
caufelefsly is cruel to his fon; the fon muft 
feek redrefs from the King, or the udge of 
the fliire. 

Xil. Any fon who may be difloyal to the 
King, or to his parent, who has been, or 
may be born dumb, deaf, or foolifh, may 
be diflnherited. 

XIII. No 
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XIII. No fon, not even the King’s fbn, 

after the death of a father, fhall be deemed 
capable, before the age of 21, to take upon 
him the charge of his father’s family; but 
that charge may be tranfmitted by tefta- 
ment to fome kinfman ; and in default of 
teftament on the King’s part, the kinfman 
is to be chofen by the King’s counfellors y- 
or if a fubjedt, the neareft of kin, he being 
compos mentis. The eldeft fon of the King,- 
a noble, or honourable, is of right, and if 
habile, to inherit the power, lands and ho- 
nours, of the father, as the father came to 
them, or even if he has added to them; 
yet it may be in a father’s power to divide 
what moveable goods or wealth he may in 
his own time have acquired, amongft his 

' other offspring, according to their deferts: 
but if the father himlelf has made no fuch. 
divifion, the offspring muft inherit equally. 
So it may be with others who have no chil- 
dren •, they may, by a laft will, bequeath 
their moveable riches to whom they pleafe 
but in default, the neareft of kin to inherit 
as an eldeft fon, who may neverthelefs be 
adjudged by the King or judge of the (hire 
to difpenfe with a reafonable proportion out 
of his eftate, to prevent others who are in 
the fame kinfhip, and cannot earn a liveli- 
hood, from being beggarly, or a difcredit 
to the family. 

X 3 XIV. No 
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XIV. No man fhall fow his corn till the 

weeds be taken from the good grain ; and 
he that defileth his land with weeds, ihall 
pay for the firft fault an ox, for the fecond, 
ten oxen, and forfeit the land, if he tranf- 
greffeth a third time. 

XV. If a beaft be found going aftray, it 
fhall be by the finder given to the fearchers 
for theft, or to the parifh prieft, to be kept 
for the owner; if it be kept up three days, 
the perfon who kept it fhall be held as a 

XVI. If any perfon taketh or detaineth 
any kind of goods or beafts belonging to 
his neighbour, and reftoreth not after pro- 
clamation made, he fhall be deemed and 
punifhed as a thief. 

XVII. If any man's cattle eat his neigh- 
bour’s corn, the cattle may be poinded, 
till the owner redrefs the fkaith done by his 
cattle. 

XVIII. Swine that eat their young fhall 
be k lled, and their fldh forbidden. 

XIX. Churches, altars, facred images, 
chapels, oratories, prieits, and all ecclefis- 
aflic perfons, fhall be held in reverence. 

He 
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He that hurts a churchman in word or deed, 
may be puniftied to death, unlefs the church- 
man forgive and intercede for him. 

XX. Feftivals, fails, vigils, and other 
folemn ceremonies of the church, fhall be 
obfervcd according to the ecclefiaftical con- 
ftitution. Sepulchres fhall alfo be held in 
reverence, and a crofs put on them, that 
none may tread thereon. 

XXI. The corpfes of dead perfons ihall 
be buried with a funeral according to their 
eircumftances : if a nobleman that has done 
great aftions, two horfemen fliail pafs be- 
fore him to the church j the one arrayed in 
his beft cloathing, bearing his armour and 
weapons on a white horfe; the other fhall 
pafs in a mournful pofture, clad in black, 
on a horfe of the fame colour; and when 
the corpfe is entered the church, the man 
riding the black horfe fhall turn his back 
to the altar, and there lament and deplore 
the death of the defundt •, and when the 
corpfe is entered, he fhall return the fame 
way that he Came, but the other fhall offer 
his white horfe and armour to the priefl. 

XXII. If a man will feduce a maiden 
tinder the age of 20, that fhe thereby lofe 
her good name, he fhall maintain her, (and 

children, 
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children, if any) according to her parentage, 
till Ihe be married. It any man is willing, 
to marry her, the feducer muft give her a 
dowry according to his circumftances ; and 
if a hutband, who accepteth fuch wife and 
dowry, lha.ll afterwards reproach her with 
it, he may be punilhed by the ordinary 
judge. 

XXIIL To preferve order, every perfon 
who comporteth not in a kindly falhion 
to his equals, and refpe&fully to his fu- 
periors, may be fined, imprifoned or whip- 
ped, according to the degree of his of- 
fence. So may Sabbath-breakers, glut- 
tons and drunkards, if by Sabbath-break- 
ing, drinking or gluttony, they injure or 
offend their neighbour^ 

XXIV. That the King ordain for every 
Ihire, a man well born, who has been 
taught to read and write, as a competent 
judge, who muft always refide in the Afire,, 
to decide all controverfies betwixt the fub- 
jedts; but in cafe of crimes punifhable by 
death, the judge muft call to his aid an 
inqueft of feven, nine, eleven, thirteen, 
fifteen, or any other odd number of ju- 
dicious men, of the fame degree with the 
criminal, the major number of whom is 

to 
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tu declare, Whether he is innocent or 
guilty ? If an ecclefiaftic fall from his 
comportment, and, upon an inqueft of 
clergy, (hall be declared to have tranf- 
greffed againft any of the King’s ftatutes, 
his cloak muft be pulled off by a deacon, 
who muft deliver him over to the judge 
of the fttire, and he to deal with him as a 
layick. 

XXV. If any difpute of right fhould 
fpring up between the King and a fub- 
jed, the fame muft be decided by the 
major part of the King’s council: and if 
it fhould be made appear to the King, 
with his lawful council, that any one of 
the judges of fhires, or even any of the 
King’s counfellors, have, from corruptible- 
nefs of heart, pronounced unfair judgment, 
and have not abided by the laws and in- 
ftitutions of the kingdom, as fettled by 
the facred oath of coronation, and written 
upon thefe records; fuch counfellor or 
judge, being convided, fhall, maugre the 
interceflion of ecclefiaftics, be hung by the 
neek, until he be dead, upon a high gibbet. 

FINIS. 
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