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WILLIAM and MARY, 
Seffion 3d.—3d September 1690. 

CHAP. III. 
A& againft Robbing of the 

Packet. 

The Robbing or Seizing the Mail or 
Packet, or the Letters and Difpatches bing the 
going or coming by the Common Poft,M311' 
or any other Exprefles, is Robbery, and 
lhall be punifhed with Death, and Con- 
fifcation of Moveables. 

See afterwards §th George 3. Chap. 
25. Sett. 18.—"fth George 3. Chap. 50. 
Sett. 2.—and 42^ George 3. Chap. 81. 
Sett. 3. 

Ninth 
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One Ge- neral Poft Office to be eredted, and One Poft- m after General. 

Ninth 

QJJEEN ANNE, 

CHAP. X. 

An A£t for eftablifhing a Ge- 
neral Poll Office for all Her 
Majefty’s Dominions, and 
for fettling a weekly Sum 
out of the Revenues there- 
of for the Service of the 
War, and other Her Ma- 
jefty’s Occafions. 

I. The A£t of 12 Car. 2. Chap. 35. | 
and the Adi of the Parliament of Scot- 
land, in 1695, Will. Pari. 1. Sejf. 5. 
Chap. 20. repealed. 

II. There fhall be One General Poft 
Office eftabliffied within the City of 
London, from whence all Letters and 
Packets may he fent into any Part of 
Great Britain and Ireland, the Weft In- 
dies, or any of Her Majefty’s Domi- 
nions, or into any other Country be- 
yond the Seas ; and One Mafter of the 
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faid General Poft Office ffiall be ap- 
pointed by the Queen, by Letters Pa- 
tent under the Great Seal of Great Bri- 
tain^ by the Style of Her Majejiy s Pojl- 
majler General; which Mailer and his 
Deputies, and their Servants and Agents, 
and no other Perfon or Perfons what- 
foever, fhall have the receiving, carry- 
ing, and delivering of all Letters and 
Packets to and from all Places of Great 
Britain and Ireland, the Wejl Indies, 
and other Her Majefty’s Dominions, 
and alfo to and from all Countries 
where he fhall fettle Polls or running 
Meffiengers ; 

Except fuch Letters as ffiall refpec-Excep- 
tively concern Goods fent by common t,01ls‘ 
Carriers of Goods, by Carts, Waggons, 
or Pack Horfes, and ffiall be refpe£live- 
ly delivered •with the Goods fuch Let- 
ters do concern, without Hire or other 
Advantage ; and except Letters of Mer- 
chants, and Mailers of Ships or VelTels, 
of Merchandife, or any Lading therein 
lent on Board fuch Ships, whereof fuch 
Mailers are Owners, fo as fuch Letters 
be delivered without Hire ; and except 
Commiffions, the Return thereof, Affi- 
davits, Writs *, Procefs, or Returns, 

A 3 iffuing 
* Amended by 26 George 2. Chap. 13. Se£l. 6. 
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iiTuing out of any Court, and alfo Let- 
ters fent by private Friends in their 
Journey, or by Meflengers fent on Pur- 
pofe, concerning the private Affairs of 
any Perfon. 

occ hoi HI* Nothing in the faid Exceptions to cany fhall extend to, or give Authority to 
1 LU" common Carriers of Goods, their Ser- 

vants or Agents, to receive, colledt, or 
deliver, with or without Hire, any Let- 
ters or Packets of Letters whatfoever, 
that do not concern Goods in their Carts, 
Waggons, or on their Pack Horfes; nor 
to any Owners or Drivers of Stage 
Coaches ; hor to any Owners, Mafter, 
or Commanders of Paffage Boats, fail- 
ing between any Part of Great Britain 
or Ireland, and any Parts beyond the 
Seas, Or their Servants or Agents, nor 
to any Pajfengers on Board fuch Vef- 
lels, nor to the Owners of any Veffel 
palPing on any River to and from any 
Parts of Great Britain and Ireland, ■ 
or the Weft Indies, or other Her Ma- 
jefty’s Dominions, although fuch Dri- 
vers^ Owners, &:c. do not receive Hire 
or other Advantage for the fame. 

IV. Such 
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IV. Such Poftmafler General fliallAChief 

be at Liberty to keep One Chief Letter office to 
; Office in the City of Edinburgh, ano-^|^_ed 

ther in the City of Dublin, and other burgh,see. 
Chief Offices in Her Majefty’s Pro- 
vinces in America, and in each of the 
Leeward Inlands, and appoint Depu- 
ties under him for improving the Re- 
venue hereby granted. 

VI. * It fhall be lawful for fuch Poft- 
mafter General and his Deputies, for 
the Ufe of Her Majefty, to receive for 
the Portage of all Letters and Packets Rates for 
direded on Board, or brought from on^“P Let' 
Board any Ship riding in any Port in 
Her Majefty’s Dominions, i d. over and 
above the Inland Rates. 

See farther Regulations in Sebl. 15. 
and 16. of this Aft.—Amended by 5 
George 3. Seft. 3. and 4. and by 39 
George 3. Chap. 76. Seft. 2. 

And for the Port of all Letters and Penny 
Packets paffing by the Penny Poll efta-Poft* 

bliffied 
* The Rates of Portage eftablifhed by this 

Clatife for the Conveyance of Letters in England 
i are repealed by 37 George 3. Chap. 18. Se£t. I.; 
i and that Aft gives additional Rates for Scotland, 
j which, with the Englijh Rates, are aboliflied by 1 41 George 3. Chap. 7, Seft. 1. 
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bliihed within London, Wejlminfier, 
Southwark, and Parts adjacent, and to 
be received and delivered within Ten 
Miles from the General Letter Office 
in London, id. 

See this Claufe enlarged by 4 George 2. 
Chap. 33. and 5 George 3. Chap. 25. 
Se£t. 11. 

Rates for And for all Letters, Packets, and 
Letters'. Parcels of Goods, conveyed to and from 

any of Her Majefty’s Dominions, to or 
from any other Parts beyond the Seas, 
according to the Rates following, either 
by the Letter or the Ounce, viz. 

Letters from London through France 
to Spain [Port paid to Bayonne) and 

from Spain through France to London, 
Single is. 6d. Double 3s. Treble 4s. 
6d. Ounce 6s. 

From London through France to Italy 
or Sicily by Way of Lyons, or to Turkey 
by Way of Marcelia, and from thofe 
Parts through France to London, Single 
is. 3d. Double 2s. 6d. Treble 3s. pd. 
Ounce 5 s. 

From the Spaniffi Netherlands to 
London, Single lod. Double is. 8d. 
Treble 2 s. 6d. Ounce 3s. 46. 

From London through the Spanifh 
Netherlands to Italy or Sicily [Port paid 

to 
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to Antwerp) and from Italy or Sicily, 
&c. to London, Single is. Double 2s. 
Treble 3 s. Ounce 4s. 

From London through the Spanish 
Netherlands to Germany, Switzerland, 
Denmark, Sweden, and all Farts of 
the North, and to London, Single is. 
Double 2 s. Treble 3 s. Ounce 4s. 

From London through the Spanifh 
Netherlands to Spain, and to London, 
Single is. 6d. Double 3s, Treble 4s. 
6d. Ounce 6s. 

From London through the United 
Provinces for Italy or Sicily, and to 
London, Single is. Double 2s. Treble 
3 s. Ounce 4s. 

From London through the United 
Provinces to Germany, Switzerland, 
Denmark, Sweden, and all Parts of the 
North, and from thofe Parts to London, 
Single 1 s. Double 2 s. Treble 3 s. 
Ounce 4 s. 

From London through the United 
Provinces to Spain, and to London, 
Single is. 6d. Double 3s. Treble 4s. 
6d. Ounce 6 s. 

Between London and Spain, by 
Packet Boats, Single 1 s. 6d. Double 3s. 
Treble 4 s. 6d. Ounce 6 s, 

From 



10 

Places where Pofts are not fet- tled. 

Foreign Letters collected 'between 

9 Anne, c. 10. 
From London to Jamaica, Barba- 

does, Antigua, Montferrat, Nevis, and 
St. Chriftopher’s, and to London, 
Single is. 6d. Double 3s. Treble 4s. 
6d. Ounce 6 s. * 

VII. The Poftmafter General may 
take according to the fame Rates and 
Proportions, for the Port of Letters, 
Packets, and Parcels, to or from Places 
beyond the Seas, where Pofts have not 
been fettled. 

VIII. All Letters and Packets di- 
rected to, or coming from any of the 
Foreign Parts aforefaid, and collected or 

delivered 
* The remaining Part of this Claufe is repeal- 

ed, in fo far as relates to the Portage of Letters \ 
I/?, To and from France, the Batavian Repub- 
lick, and London, by 42 George 3. Chap. 101. 
Seif. 1.—idly. To and from London and Por- 
tugal, by 37 George 3. Chap. 18. Se£t. 4.—^dly. 
From London through the Spanijh Netherlands, or 
the United Provinces, to Hamburgh, et vice verfa, 
by 5 George 3. Chap 25. Se&. 15.—/\thly. Be- 
tween London and the Britijh Dominions in 
America, and Places within faid Dominions, by 
5 George 3. Chap. 25. Se£t. 2.; and again, by 
37 George 3. Chap. 18. Se£t. 4. 

Additional Rates of Inland Portage are grant- 
ed by 41 George 3. Chap. 7. SeCt. 2. 



: 
9 Anne) c. 10. 11 

delivered at any Place between London London 
and any of the Ports from whence Herportthe 

Majefty’s Packet Boats lhall fail, or at^p“ket 
which they may arrive with the Foreign Boat fails. 

I Mails, fhall pay the fame Rates as if 
they were conveyed in the Mails to or 

i from London. 

IX. Such Poftmafter General fhall Packet^ 
be at Liberty to keep Packet Boats to go from 

i go weekly to and from Donachadee,^^' 
or fome other Port in Ireland, to Port ^ 
Patrick, or fome other Port in Scot- a r,c ‘ 
land, paying over and above the In- 
land Rates to be received at the Place 
where fuch Letters are delivered in as 
follows ; viz. 

For every Single Letter 2d. Double 
4d. Treble 6d. Ounce 8d. 

Repealed by 5 George 3. Chap. 25. 
Sett. 8. (as to paying at Delivery.) 

X. It (hall be lawful for the Poft-Poft- 
mafter General to fet up Crofs Stages crofs 
to and from any Place, and take for Stages, 
all Letters and Packets which he ftiall 
convey in fuch Crofs Stages ; as alfo 
for all By or Way Letters, the fame 
Rates, in Proportion to the Diftances of 

Places, 
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Provifo for Mer- chants. 

At Poft Towns, the Poft- mafter to receive a Letters from on Board Ship. 

9 Anne, c. 10. 
Places, as Letters conveyed to and from 
London. 

See 41 George 3. Chap. 7. Sett. 2. 

XIII. All Merchants Accounts not 
exceeding One Sheet of Paper, and all 
Bills of Exchange, Invoices, and Bills 
of Lading, Ihall be allowed, without 
Rate in the Price of the Letters ; and 
likewife the Covers of Letters, not ex- 
ceeding One-fourth Part of a Sheet of 
Paper, fent by the Way of Vienna, Mar- 

feilles, Venice, or Leghorn, to be fent to 
or from Turkey, Ihall be allowed to 
pafs without Payment for the fame. 

See this Claufe explained by 6 Geo. 1. 
Sett. 52. 

XV. All Letters and Packets that by 
any Mailer of a Ship, or any of his 

, Company or Paifengers therein, Ihall 
be brought to any Port within Her 
Majefty’s Dominions, (other than Let- 
ters before excepted), fhall be delivered 
to the Deputies, only of fuch Poft- 
mafter General, to be fent Poft to the 
General Poft Office, to be delivered ac- 
cording to their Diredions, upon Pain 
of forfeiting 51. for every Offence 
againft this Ad. 

See 
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See 5 George 3. C/ta/. 25. <SW7. 3. 

and 39 George 3. 76. 

XVI. Every Mafter or other Perfon, And to 
for every Letter or Packet he fhall de-Bringer 
liver unto fuch Deputies, Ihall receive ^ Lettw-. 
1 d. he figning a Certificate of the 
Number of Letters delivered, and by 
what Veflel they came, and of the 
Time he delivered the fame, and giving 
a Receipt for fuch Pence as he Ihall 
receive ; which Certificate and Receipt 
Ihall be by the next Poll returned to 
the Poftmafter General, together with 
the Letters ; and the Deputy fhall have 
Credit for fo much Money as he Ihall 
pay on that Account. 

See 5 George 3. Chap. 25 Sett. 4. 
and 39 George 3. Chap. 76. 

XVII. No Perfon or Perfons what-None to 
foever, or Body Politick or Corporate, t^rsbut6 * 
in Great Britain and Ireland, or Her^^°ft' 
Majefty’s Plantations in the Wejl Indies Ge^Jal 

and America, other than fuch Poll- Deputies.- 
mailer General and his Deputies, Ihall 
prefume to receive, carry, or deliver, 
any Letter or Packet, (other than as 
before excepted), or make any Collec- 
tion of Letters, or employ any Foot 

B Poll, 
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Poll, Horfe Poft, Boat, or Conveyance 
whatfoever, for receiving, carrying, or 
delivering Letters or Packets by Sea or 
Land, or any River within Her Ma- 
jefty’s Dominions, on Pain of forfeiting 

Penalty. ^1. for every Offence, and 100I. for 
every Week they fhall fo colled;, carry, 
or deliver Letters, &c. 

Deputy xvni. If any Perfon employed as a 
matter to Deputy Poftmafter, or otherwile, lhall account not duly account for all By or Way 
Letters. Letters, or fhall not on his Poft Bills 

mention all the By or Way Letters 
he fhall receive, or fhall embezzle or 
deftroy any fuch By-Letters or Packets, 
fuch Perfon fliall forfeit, as the Perfons 
herein prohibited fetting up other Pofts, 
or collecting or delivering Letters. 

Penalties XIX. The faid Penalties fhall be re- 
covered! covered in any of Her Majefty’s Courts of Record, the one Moiety to Her Ma- 

jefty, and the other to fuch Perfons 
who fhall fue for the fame; and fuch 
Perfon informing fhall have Cofts. 

^tte™ XXII. Nothing herein fhall prohibit 
fent from the carrying of Letters or Packets to or 
to t£lace from the next Poft Stage above Six next Stage Miles above Six 
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Miles from the General Poft Office, or Miles 
the Chief Office of Edinburgh. Generaf Office. 

XXIV. If the Mail Ihall be carried The 
out of Great Britain to Places beyond not to be 
the Seas, in any Ship which is not 
a free Ship, and navigated with fuchcwari- 
Seamen as by Law are required, the Foreign 
Poftmafter General Ihall forfeit 100I. ShlPs- 
One Moiety to Her Majefty, and the 
other to him who Ihall fue for the fame 
in any Court of Record *. 

XXV. The Deputy adling under thePoft- 
Poftmafter General within Scotland, and &c. how 
all Officers and Deputies acting under 
him, on taking the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Abjuration, and fubfcribing the 
fame, with the AITurance appointed by 
any Laws of Scotland or of Great Bri~ 
tain, Ihall be qualified to exercife their 
refpe&ive Employments. 

XXVII. The Poftmafter General Port- 
and his Deputies Ihall obferve fuch^^r”1® 
Orders for the Settlement of Polls and^^ g 
Stages, as well for the carrying and as Her 

B 2 conveying 
# Altered, in fo far as relates to the Con- 

veyance of the Mail to Spain, by 33 George 3* 
Chap. 60. 
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Majefty conveying of Letters, as Her Majefty 

{hall make. 

Debts for XXX. All Sums not exceeding 5I. 
howufbe that {hall be due for Letters or Packets, recovered. or whiCh {hall be received for the Port 

of Letters, without paying the Monies 
to the Receiver General of the faid Re- 
venues for Her Majefty’s Ufe, {hall be 
recovered before Juftices of Peace, in 
the fame Manner as fmall Tithes are 
by the Laws of Etigland; and fuch 
Debt fhall be preferable in Payment be- 
fore any Debt to a private Perfon. * 

inland XXXI. All Inland Letters fent by 
paywhereany Packet Poft, fhall pay the Rates delivered. at fuch Stages at which they are de- 

livered ; unlefs the Party that doth 
put in the Letters defireth to pay elfe- 
where; and unlefs fuch Letters are 
direded on Board any Ship, or to any 
Perfon in the Army, or are fent by 
the Penny Poft; and unlefs they be Let- 
ters going out of Great Britain^ which 
have ufually paid the Rates in England. 

XXXIII. It 
# Thefe Sums fall to be recovered under the 

Small Debt Act, of which an Abitract is given in 
the Appendix. 
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XXXIII. It fhall be lawful for the By Bags 

Poftmafter General and his Deputies Letters, 
to continue By-Bags for colle&ing and 
delivering By-Letters, on accounting to 
the Receiver General. 

XXXIX. Repealed by George 3. 
Chap. 7. 

'XL. No Perfon fhall willingly open,NoLet- 
detain, or delay, or cauje, permit, or opened^ 
fuffer to be opened, detained, or delay-detained* 
td, any Letter or Packet, after the fame 
is delivered into the-Poft Office, or into 
the Hands of any Perfon employed for- 
receiving or carrying Poft Letters, and 
before Delivery to the Perfouj to whom 
they are directed or for their Ufe, ex- ^ep' 
cept by an exprefs Warrant in. Writing, 
under the Hands of One of the Princi- 
pal Secretaries of State,: for every fuch 
opening, detaining, or delaying,—or 
except where the Party to whom, fuch 
Letter or Packet foall be dire tied, {hall 
refufe or negledb to pay the fame ; and 
except Letters or Packets returned for. 
want of true Dire&ions, and where the 
Party cannot be found j . and every Per- 
fon offending in Manner aforefaid, or 
who lhall embezzle any fuch Letters or 

B 3 Packets, 
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Packets, fliall forfeit 20I. ; the faid Pe- 
nalties for every fucli Offence committed 
in Scotland^ to be recovered in the Court 
of Seifion or Exchequer there, by fuch 
Perfons as will fue for the fame, with 
Cofts ; and over and above fueh Penalty, 
every Perfon fo offending, fhall be in- 
capable of holding any Office, Truft, 
or Employment, in the Poft Office. 

mafters to ^LI. No Perfon fhall be capable of be fwom. exercifmg the Office of Poftmalter Ge- 
neral, or any other Employment rela- 
ting to the. Poft Office, unlefs fuch Per- 
fons ffiall firft have taken the following 
Oath before fome Juftice of the Peace 
for the County where he reftdes. 

The Oath. T A. B. do fwcar. That I ‘will not wit- 
tingly, willingly, or knowingly, open, 

detain, or delay, or caufe, procure, per- 
mit, or fuffer to be opened, detained, or 
delayed, any Letter or Letters, Packet 
or Packets, which Jhall come into my 
Hands, Power, or Cujlody, by Reafon of 
my Employment in, or relating to, the 
Pof Office; except by the Confent of the 
Perfon or Perfons to whom the fame is 
©r fhall be directed, or by an exprefs 
Warrant in Writing, under the Hand 
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of One of the Principal Secretaries of 
State, for that Purpofe; or except in 

fuch Cafes where the Party or Parties 
to whom fuch Letter or Letters, Packet 
or Packets, fhall be directed, or who is 
or are hereby chargeable with the Pay- 
ment of the Port or Ports thereof, Jhall 
refufe or neglefi to pay the fame; and 
except fuch Letters or Packets as Jhall be 
returned for want of true Directions, or 
when the Party or Parties to whom the 

fame is or Jhall be direfted cannot be 
found; and that I will not any Way 
embezzle any fuch Letter or Letters, 
Packet or Packets, as aforefaid\ 

XLIV. No Poftmafter General, orNoOfK- 
his Deputies, or any Perfon employed Neddie 
under him in the Revenue of the P°ft^o^

ec' 
Office, fhall, by Word, Meffage, or 
Writing, or in any other Manner what- 
foever, endeavour to perfuade any Elec- 
tor to give, or diffiiade him from giving 
his Vote for the Choice of any Knight 
of the Shire, Citizen, Burgefsvor Baron, 
to ferve in Parliament ; and every Offi- 
cer offending therein fhall forfeit tool, j 
One Moiety thereof to the Informer, 

\ the other to the Poor of the Parifli 
where fuch Offence fhall be committed; 



.20 9 -dniie, c. 10. 
to be recovered in the Court of Ex- 
chequer in Scotland; and every Perfon 
convicted on fuch Suit fhall become 
incapable of ever bearing or executing 
any Office or Place of Truft whatfo- 
ever under Her Majefty. 

See 22 George 3. Cbaj>. 41. 

Sixth 



Sixth 

GEORGE L 

An A6t for preventing Frauds 
and Abufes in the Fublick 
Revenues of Excife, Cuf- 
toms, Stamp Duties, Poll 
Office, and Houfe Money. 

LL Bills of Exchange wrote on the Rais of 
fame Piece of Paper with a Letter, and^roteup6- 
;alfo Letters to feveral Perfons wrote uP"^n

t
e
hpiece 

on the fame, {hall be rated, taxed, and of Paper 
paid for, as fo many feveral and diftind Letter. 
Letters. 

LII. The Provifo in 9 Anne, Chap. Merchants 
10. Sed. 13. fhall extend only to fuch&c^fcnt ’ 
Merchants Accounts, Bills of Exchange, pa^

reign 

Invoices, and Bills of Lading, as fhall 
he fent to or from the General Poll 
Office in London, to or from any Parts 
beyond the Seas, not within His Ma~ 
:jelly’s Dominions *. 

Fourth 
* The latter Part of this Claufe, as inferted ip 

I the A£t of Parliament, is repealed by 41 Geo. 3. 
Chap. 7. Sedt. 4. 
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Fourth 

GEORGE II. ; p 
CHAP. XXXIII. 

An for obviating a Doubt | 
which hath arifen, concern- 
ing the ufual Allowance 
made upon the Delivery of 
Letters fent by the Penny 
Poll, to Places out of the 
Cities of London and JVeJi- 
minjler, and Borough of 
Southwark, and the refpec- 
tive Suburbs thereof. 

Penny Nothing in the of the 9th of 
Poft' Queen Atme, Chap. 10. fhall extend 1 

to reftrain any Perfon carrying Letters j? 
by The Penny Poji, from demanding j 
or taking for every Letter originally 
lent by the Penny Poft, and not firft 
palling by the General Poft, and from 
thence tranfmitted by the Penny Poft, 

. which fhall be delivered to any Perfon | 
out of the Gties of London and Wejl- | 

minjier, | 
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minjler, the Borough of Southwark^ and 
Ithe refpedtive Suburbs thereof, 1 d. 
over and above the Penny paid upon 
putting every fuch Letter into the 
Penny Poft Office. 

See 5 George 3, Chap* 25. SeB. 11. 

e 
f 

Twenty-fixth 

i 



Twenty-fixth 

GEORGE II. 

CHAP. XIII. 

An A£t for the more effec- 
tually preventing the frau- 
dulent Removal of To- 
bacco by Land or Water, 
and for the Eafe of the fair 
Trader in Tobacco ; and for 
afcertaining the Rates pay- 
able for the Portage of cer- 
tain Letters; and for amend- 
ing and explaining the Laws 
relating to the Sale of Spi- 
rituous Liquors by Retail. 

Every Writ, &c to pay as a diftindt Letter. 

VI. Every Writ, or Proceedings at: 
Law, inclofed in a Letter, or wrote up- > 
on One and the fame Piece of Paper 5 
with a Letter, fhall be rated, taxed, and 
paid for, as a feveral and diftin£t Letter.; 

VII. Repealed by 35 George 3. . 
Chap, 53. Seft. 9. 

Fourth! 
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GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

An A£t for preventing Frauds 
and Abufes in relation to 
the fending and receiving 
of Letters and Packets free 
from the Duty of Poftage. 

I. That, from the ift Day of Afay No Let- 
1764, fo long as the Revenue arifingp^kets 
in the Poft Office fhall continue to<haribt 
be carried to, and made Part of the from Poft- 
Aggregate Fund, no Letters or Packets nfch as arc 
fent by the Poft ftiall be exempted from ^to^the1 

paying the Duty of Poftage, except all King, 
fuch as fhall be fent from or to the 
King’s moft Excellent Majefty.* 

C II. It 
* The fubfequent Part of this Claufe, autho- 

rizing Members of Parliament to fend Letters 
w ithin Great Britain and Ireland free from Poft- 
age, not exceeding the Weight of Two Ounces, 
is repealed by 42 George 3. Chap. 63. The 
fame Act continues the Privilege mentioned in 
this Claufe, of franking Letters, to certain Per- 

| fons in Virtue of their Offices, which renders it 
I unneceflary to be engroffed here. 
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Commif- iioners of the Trea- sury, &c. mayau- thori/.e certain Perfons in their re- fpe&ive Offices to frank Let- ters upon the King’s Service. 

4 George 3. c. 24. 
II. It ftiall be lawful for the Lord 

High Treafurer, or Commiflioners of 
the Treafury, the Lord High Admi- 
ral, or Commiffioners of the Admi- 
ralty, The Principal Secretaries of State, 
The Secretary at War, The Poftma- 
fter General, and the Deputies of the 
Poftmafter General for Scotland^ Ire- 
land^ and America^ to authorize cer- 
tain Perfons in each of their Offices re- 
fpe&ively, a Lift of whofe Names fhall 
be tranfmittcd by the Principal Officer 
authorizing the fame to the General 
Poft Office in London^ to make and fub- 
fcribe an Indorfement upon each Letter 
or Packet which fhall concern the pub- 
lick Bufmefs of their refpedtive Offices, 
lignifying that fuch Letter or Packet is 
upon His Majefty’s Service, and to feal 
the fame with the Seal of the Office; 
and if any Perfon employed as afore- 
faid fhall knowingly make and fubfcribe 
fuch Indorfement, or procure the fame 
to be made, upon any Letter or Packet 
which does not really concern the Bnfi- 
nefs of the Office, he ffiall, for the firft 

.Offence, forfeit and pay the Sum of 
Five Pounds, to be recovered and ap- 
plied as by the ninth of Queen Anne 
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is diredted; and, for the fecond Offence, 
(hall be difmiffed from his Office. 

III. Provided, that the Number ofLimita-^ 
Perfons fo to be appointed to make Number!' 
fuch Indorfement ffiall not exceed Two 
in any One Office, except only in the 
Admiralty and War Offices; and that 
the Number to be appointed in the Ad- 
miralty Office {hall not exceed Eight in 
Time of Peace, or Twelve in Time of 
War; and, in the War Office, fhall not 
exceed Six in Time of Peace, or Ten 
in Time of War. 

IV. and V. See 42 George 3. Chap. 63. 

VI. As it hath been ufual for the clerks to 
Clerks in the Offices of the Principal ^ie

s
s
e^2" 

Secretaries of State, and alfo for certain state, &c. 
Officers in the Office of the Poftmaftervotes^&c! 
General, to frank printed Votes and 
Proceedings in Parliament, and printed 
Newfpapers, to be fent by the Poft, it 
is enadted, That it ffiall be lawful for 
fuch Clerks and Officers being thereunto 
licenfed by His Majefty’s Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, or the Poftmalter Ge- 
neral refpe&ively, to continue to frank 
fuch printed Votes, and Proceedings in 

C 2 Parliament,. 
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Parliament, and printed Newfpapers, in 
fuch Manner as they have heretofore 
been accuftomed; provided the fame 
fliall be fent without Covers, or in Co- 
vers open at the Sides. 

See 9 George 3. Chap. 35. Sefl. 6. 

VII. and VIII, See 42 George 3. 
Chap. 63. 
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Fifth 

GEORGE III, 

CHAP. XXV. 

An Act to alter certain 
Rates of Foil age, and to 
amend, explain, and enlarge 
feveral Provifions in an Ad: 
made in the Ninth Year of 
the Reign of Queen Arine> 
and in other Ads relating 
to the Revenue of the Poll 
Office. 

II. Repealed by 37 George 3. Chap, 
18. SeEt. 4. 

III. And whereas the Provifion in 
Claufe 15. of 9 Aime, Chap. 1 o. hath 
been found inefle&ual for the Purpofes 
thereby intended, it is ena&ed. That 
from the 10th Day of 1 ^65, 
no Ship or Veflel fhall be permitted to Ship Let- 
break Bulk, or to make any Entry in ters‘ 
any Port in the Britijh Dominions, un- 

C 3. till 
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til all Letters and Packets brought by 
the Mafter of fuch Ship or Veflel, or by 
any of his Company, or Paflenger on 
Board the fame, to any Port in the faid 
Dominions where Ports are or may be 
eftablifhed, and from whence fuch Let- 
ters and Packets can be difpatched by 
Port, fhall be delivered to the Deputy 
or Agents of the Poftmafter General, to 
be forwarded, according to their refpec- 
tive Directions; except fuch Letters, 
Commiflions, and other Things, as are 
excepted in the faid ACt, and alfo all 
fuch Letters and Packets brought in any 
Ship or Veflel liable to the Performance 
of Quarantine, which fhall be delivered 
by the Perfon having PoflTeffion thereof 
to the Perfons appointed to fuperintend 
the Quarantine ; and the faid Letters 
or Packets fhall be by them difpatched 
by the Port; and all Mafters, Mariners, 
Paflengers, and other Perfons, neglect- 
ing or refufing to deliver thefe Letters 
or Packets fhall, for every fuch Negledt 
or Refufal refpeCtively, forfeit the Sum 
of Twenty Pounds; one Moiety of the 
faid Penalty to His Majefty, and the 
other to fuch Perfon who fhall inform 
againft fuch Offenders, and fue for the 

fame; 
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fame ; the faid Penalties to be recovered, 
with full Cofts of Suit. 

IV. It (hall be lawful for the faid 1^. extra 
Deputies to demand and take, for every on ship 
fuch Letter and Packet fo delivered to^ter3 

them from any Ship or Veffel, other fought 
than Packet Boats, as fhall be directed picked 
to any Place within the Town belong-Boat* 
ing to fuch Port, or within the Limits 
of the Delivery of Letters and Packets 
by fuch Deputies, the Sum of One 
Penny, over and above what may be 
received for the fame. 

V. and VII. Repealed, in fo far as 
relates to Great Britain, by George 3. 
Chap. 18. 

XI. The Poftmafter General and his Power gi- 
Deputies may eftablifh Penny Pof Offfflff 

fees in any City or Town, and the Sub- 
urbs thereof, and Places adjacent, within :onve- 
Great Britain, and demand the famenient* 
Rates for the Poftage of all Letters and 
Packets conveyed by fuch Penny Poft, as 
are or may be taken for the Carriage of 
Letters and Packets conveyed by the 
Penny Pof, eftablifhed within the Cities 
of London and Weflminfer, and Borough 
of Southwark and Parts adjacent, ac- 

cording 
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cording to the Extent and Meaning of 
the 9 Queen Anne, Chap. 10. Se£t. 6. 
and 4 George II. and of this prefent 
A<3. 

^jhe
n
n
o
fet‘ XII. When fuch Penny Poft Offices 

Perfon to ffiall be eftabliffied, no Perfon or Per- 
Lettcra. ^ons whatfoever Ihall make any Collec- 

tion of Letters or Packets in or near 
where the fame Ihall be eftabliffied, 
without Leave of the Poftmafter Gene- 
ral, upon Pain of incurring the Forfei- 
tures and Penalties infli&ed by the 9 of 
Queen Anne, to be paid by Perfons col- 
ledting and delivering Letters contrary 
thereto, and recovered, with full (Softs 
of Suit, 

weight of XIV. No Letter, Packet, or Parcel 
hfSby whatfoever, ffiall be forwarded by the Penny Pojl, if the Weight thereof Jhall 

exceed Four Ounces, other than fuch 
Letters or Packets as have firft come by 
the Poft to the General Poft Office, or 
ffiall be paffing by the Penny Pajl into 
the faid General Poft Office. 

Poftag? The Poftmafter General and between his Deputies may demand and take, for 
and Hantx the Conveyance of all Letters and Pack- 
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ets, fent by the Poft from London to 
Hamburgh, or from Hamburgh to Lon- 
don, the fame Rates as, by the A€t 9 
Hnne, Chap. 1 o. Sett. 6. are fettled for 
all Letters and Packets palling from 
London to all other Parts of Germany. * 

XVI. The Poftmafter General andThePoft- 
his Deputies, if fuch Poftmafter Gene- reign Let-* 
ral fhall deem it expedient, may caufe {^ordered 
the Rates for all Letters and Packetsto ,be paid 
fent out of Great Britain to be paidat'nput’ 
upon their being put into any Poft Of- 
fice within the faid Kingdom. 

XVII. If any Perfon employed in Penalty on 
the Bufinefs of the Poft Office fhall fc- feting 
crete, embezzle, or deftroy, any Letter, 
Packet, Bag, or Mail of Letters which ters, &c. 
he fhall be entrufted with, or which 
fhall have come to his Pofleffion, by 
Virtue of his Employment in the Poft 
Office, containing any Bank Note, Bank 
Poft Bill, Bill of Exchange, Exchequer 
Bill, South Sea or EaJI India Bond, Di- 
vidend Warrant of the Bank, South Sea, 
Eajl India, or any other Company, So- 
ciety, or Corporation, Navy or Vittual- 

ling 
* That is, for every Single Letter i s. Double 

2s. Treble 3 s. Ounce 4s. See Page 9. 
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ling Bill, Seaman’s Ticket, State Lottery ! 

Ticket, Goldfmith’s Note for the Pay- 
ment of Money, or other Bond or War- 
rant, Bill or Promiffory Note for the 
Payment of Money, or American Pro- 
vincial Bill of Credit; or lhall fteal and 
take out of any Letter or Packet, that 
fhall have come to his Pofleffion as afore- 
faid, any fuch Bank Note, &c. with in- 
tent to fecrete, embezzle, or deftroy the ^ 
fame ; every fuch Offender, being there- 1 

of convi&ed in due Form of Law, fhall 
fuffer Death. 

Amended by 7 George 3. Chap, 1. 1 

8eEl. 1. 

penalty of XVIII. If any Perfon fhall rob any 
Se Mali Majefty’s Mails of any Letter or Letters, Packet or Packets, Bag or Mail 

of Letters, although fuch Robbery fhall 
not appear or be proved to be a taking 
from the Perfon, or upon the King’s 
Highway, or to be a Robbery commit- 
ted in any Dwelling-houfe, Coach- 
houfe, Stable, Barn, or any Out-houfe 
belonging to a Dwelling-houfe, and al- 
though it fhould not appear that any Per- 
fon or Perfons were put in Fear by fuch 
Robbery, yet fuch Offender being thereof 
convided as aforefaid fhall fuffer Death. 

Amended j 
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Amended by 7 George 3. Chap. 1. 

3. 

XIX. If any Perfon appointed to Q^Js
on 

take in Letters or Packets, and receive mifappiy- 
the Poftage thereof, fhall embezzle, or 
apply to his Ufe, any Money by himrec«ved 
received with fuch Letters or Packets or deftroy- 
for the Poflage thereof; or fhall burn 
or otherwife deftroy any Letters or advancing 
Packets by him taken in, or who, by and not 
Virtue of his Office, ffiall advance the the 
Rates upon Letters or Packets fent by Poftage. 
the Poll, and ffiall not duly account for 
the Money received for fuch advanced 
Poftage, every fuch Offender being 
thereof convi&ed ffiall be deemed guilty 
of Felony. 

Amended by 7 George 3. Chap. 1. 
Sett. 3. 

XX. If any Poft-boy or Rider, ha-Poft-boy 
ving taken any of His Majefty’s Mails, the Mall, 
or Bags of Letters, under his Care, in 
order to convey the fame to the next 
Poft Town or Stage, ffiall quit or defert 
the fame before his Arrival at fuch Poft 
Town or Stage, or ffiall fuffer any Per-prfuffer- 
fon except the Guard to ride on the pe

Srfonyto 
Horfe or Carriage along with the faid[j^feoria 

Mails 5 Carriage, 
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or loiter- Mails ; or (hall loiter on the Road, and 
Road" 1116 wilfully mifpend his Time, or fhall not 

in all poflible Cafes convey fuch Mails 
after the Rate of Six Englijh Miles an 
Hour at the leaft ; every fuch Offender 
being thereof convidted, either by vo- 
luntary Confeffion of the Party, or by 
the Oath or Oaths of One or more cre- 
dible Witnefs or Witneffes, before any 
Juftice of the Peace, fhall be fent to the 

tobecom-Houfe of Corredion, and confined to 
harc^La” ^ar<^ Labour for any Time not exceed- bour. ing One Month, nor lefs than Fourteen 

Days. 

Penalty on XXI. If any Poft-boy or Rider fhall, 
uidawM-7 by himfelf, or in Combination with iy coiiedt- others, unlawfully colledt or receive Let- 
iiwringe’ ters or Packets, or convey, or caufe Letters, them to be unlawfully conveyed, and 

fhall thereof be convidted as aforefaid, 
every fuch Offender fhall, for every fuch 
Letter or Packet fo by him or them un- 
lawfully colledted, conveyed, or deliver- 
ed, forfeit the Sum of Ten Shillings, to 
be paid to the Informer; and if the fame 
fhall not be forthwith paid upon Con- 
vidtion, any Juftice may commit him 
to the Houfe of Correction, there to re- 

main 
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main at hard Labour for any Space not 
exceeding Two Months, nor lefs than 
One Month. 

XXVI. See 42 George 3. CbaJ>. 63. 

D Seventh 
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Seventh 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. L. 

An Aft for amending certain 
Laws relating to the Reve- 
nue of the Poll Office ; and 
for granting Rates of Pott- 
age for the Conveyance of 
Letters and Packets between 
Great Britain and the IJle of 
Man, and within that Ifland. 

ernpio^ed ^ ^ an7 deputy, Clerk, Agent, Let- fXToftter Carrier, Poft-boy or Rider, or any Offiec, other Officer or Perfon whatfoever 
employed in receiving, ftamping, fort- 
ing, charging, conveying, or deliver- 
ing Letters or Packets, or in any other 
Bufmefs relating to the Poll Office, 

who fhaii ffiall fecrete, embezzle, or deftroy any 
ordeftroy Letter, Packet, Bag, or Mail of Let- any Letter ters which he ffiall be intrufted with, 
than come or which ffiall have come to his Pofief- 
Poffeffion flon» containing any Bank Note, Bank Poft 
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Port Bill, Bill of Exchange, Exchequer containing 
Bill, South Sea or Eaji India Bond, Di- Notfask 

vidend Warrant of the Bank, South Sea, ^ 
Ea/l India, or any other Company, So- 
ciety, or Corporation, Navy or Vidtual- 
ling or Tranfport Bill, Ordnance De- 
benture, Seaman’s Ticket, State Lottery 
Ticket or Certificate, Bank Receipt far 
Payment on any Loan, Note of Affign- 
ment of Stock in the Funds, Letter of 
Attorney for receiving Annuities or 
Dividends, or for felling Stock in the 
Funds, or belonging to any Company, 
Society, or Corporation, American Pro- 
vincial Bill of Credit, Goldfmith’s or 
Banker’s Letter of Credit, or Note for 
or relating to the Payment of Money, 
or other Bond or Warrant, Draught, 
Bill, or PromifTory Note whatfoever for 
the Payment of Money ; or fhall fteal or (hall 
and take out of any Letter or Packet 
that {hall come to his hands, any fuch^lch By»it 
Bank Note, &c. every fuch Offender 
being thereof convi&ed fhall be deemed on Con- 
guilty of Felony, and fuffer Death as a nVaiiTuf&r 
Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. Death. 

See this Claufe amended by 42 George 
3. Chap, 81. SeA. 1. and 2. 

D 2 II. If 
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Perfons II. If any Perfon fhall rob any Mail, | 
rob°£a11 which Letters are fent or conveyed I Mail of by the Port, of any Letter, Packet, or : 
or ihTii' h^ail of Letters; or fhall fteal and take fteai Let- from or out of any fuch Mail or Bag of 
the3Mali1, Letters, or out of any Poll; Office, any 
anyPoft better, Packet or Packets, although fuch Office, Robbery, healing, or taking, fhall not be 

proved to be a taking from the Perfon, or ' 
upon the King’s Highway, or to be a 
Robbery committed in any Dwelling- 
houfe, or Out-houfe belonging to a 
Dwelling-houfe ; and although it fhould 
not appear that any Perfon was put in 
Fear by ffich Robbery, healing, or taking; 

being con-yet fuch Offender being thereof con- 
ffiaH fuffei-V'i&ed fhall be deemed guilty of Felony, 
Death. ancj fuffer Death as a Felon, without 

Benefit of Clergy. 
Amended by 42 George 3. Chap. 81. 

SeEt. 3. and 4. 

officers, III. If any Deputy, Clerk, Agent, 
ffiali'de- Letter Carrier, Officer, or other Perfon 
Letter to whatfoever, employed in any Bufmefs be fent by relating to the Poh Office, fhall receive 

0 7 into his Hands any Letter or Packet to 
be forwarded by the Poh, and receive 
any Sum for the Pohage thereof, or 
ffiall burn or dehroy any fuch Letter 

or ! 
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or Packet; or if they fhall advance the or who 
Rate of Portage upon any Letter or vance the 
Packet fent by the Port, and {hall fe-Afters of 

crete and not duly account for the Mo-without 
ney received for fuch advanced Portage; fng for the 
every fuch Offender, being thereof con- 
vifted, fhall be deemed guilty of Felony, ed guilty 

IV. The Poftmafter General and hisPachet^ 
Deputies may demand and take, for the between 
Port and Conveyance of all Letters and 
Packets carried by Packet Boats to or Port Dour 
from the Port of Whitehaven, or any^’ 
other convenient Port in Great Britain, 
from or to the Port of Douglas, or any 
other convenient Port in the IJle of 
Man, (over and above all other Rates 
payable for fuch Letters or Packets), 
the Rates after mentioned, (the fame 
being rated either by the Letter or by 
the Ounce); that is to fay* 

For every Single Letter 2d. Double 
Letter 4d. Treble Letter 6d. Ounce 
8d. And fo in Proportion for every 
Packet of Deeds, Writs* and other 
Things. 

V. The Poftmafter General mayConve- 
eftablifti Port Offices and Port Roads officeT°ft 

within the IJle of Man, and may de- 
D 3 mand, 



42 7 George 3. c. 50. 

buflied" man^» ^or t^e Inland Conveyance of within the all Letters and Packets fent by the Poll 
^and-within the faid J/le, fuch Rates of Poft- 
Poft of age, in Proportion to the Number of 
thereto Miles or Stages fuch Letters and Pack- ^hargedg*8 are carried by the Poft, as now are 
Rate of refpe&ively fettled for the Inland Con- 
£^/w.in veyance of Letters and Packets within 

England. 
See 41 George 3. Chap. 7. 

Ninth 



Ninth 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

An Adi for difcontinuing, up- 
on the Exportation of Iron 
imported in Foreign Ships, 
the Drawback of fuch Part 
of the Duties payable there- 
on as exceed the Duties pay- 
able upon Iron imported in 
Britijh Ships ; to prohibit 
the Exportation of Pig and 
Bar Iron, and certain Naval 
Stores, unlefs the Pre-emp- 
tion thereof be offered to 
the Commiffioners of the 
Navy ; to repeal fo much of 
an Adi, made in the Sixth 
Year of His prefent Maje- 
fly’s Reign, as difcontinued 
the Drawback upon Foreign 
Rough Hemp exported; for 

providing 
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providing a Compenfation 
to the Clerks in the Offices 
of the Principal Secretaries 
of State, for the Advantages 
fuch Clerks enjoyed before 
the Commencement of an 
Adi, made in the Fourth 
Year of the Reign of His 
prefent Majefty, for pre- ! 
venting Frauds and Abufes 
in Relation to the fending 
and receiving Letters and 
Packets free from the Duty 
of Poftage ; and to explain 
and amend the faid A£t. 

Privilege VI. It is the true Intent and Mean- 
berfor inS °f 4 George 3. Chap. 24. that fending Votes, Proceedings, and Newfpapers 
bmitecHo fent and directed as therein mentioned, 
of pirii!0" fhonld be conveyed free from the Duty 
ment, or of Poftage, dflring fuch Times only as 
Days be-0- are allowed and limited in the preced- 
Daysafter *n8 Part °f the faid Ad for the Con- veyance, free of Poftage, of Letters and 

Packets, not exceeding the Weight of 
Two Ounces, fent from or to any Mem- 

ber 
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ber of either of the Two Houfes of 
Parliament in Great Britain or Ireland 
refpe&ively, as in the faid A£t is parti- 
cularly expreffed; that is to fay, during 
the fitting of any Seffion of Parliament, 
or within Forty Days before or Forty 
Days after any Summons or Proroga- 
tion thereof. 

VII. See 42 George 3. Chap, 63. 

Twenty-fecond 



The Poft- mafter General, his Depu- ties, &e. fliall have no Vote in the Elec- tion of Members of Parlia- ment. 

Twenty-fecond 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XLI. 

An A£l for better fecuring the 
Freedom of Elections of 
Members to ferve in Parlia- 
ment, by difabling certain 
Officers, employed in the 
Collection or Management 
of His Majefty’s Revenues, 
from giving their Votes at i 
fuch Elections. 

No Poftmafter, Poftmafters General, 
or their Deputies, or any Perfon em- 
ployed by or under them in receiving, 
colledting, or managing the Revenue of 
the Poft Office, or any Part thereof, nor 
any Captain, Mafter, or Mate of any 
Ship, Packet, or other Veflel employed 
by or under the Poftmafter or Poft- 
mafters General in conveying the Mail 
to and from Foreign Ports, fhall be 
capable of giving his Vote for the Elec- 
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tion of any Knight of the Shire, Com- 
miflioner, Citizen, Burgefs, or Baron 
to ferve in Parliament for any County, 
Stewartry, City, or Borough, or for 
choofing any Delegate in whom the 
Right of electing Members to ferve in 
Parliament for Scotland is veiled: And 
if any Perfon, hereby made incapable of 
voting as aforefaid, lhall neverthelefs 
prefume to give his Vote during the 
Time he lhall hold, or within Twelve 
Calendar Months after he lhall ceafe to 
hold or execute any of the Offices 
aforefaid, contrary to the true Intent 
and Meaning of this A£t, fuch Votes 

[ fo given lhall be held null and void to 
s all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever, and 
- every Perfon fo 4 offending lhall forfeit 
the Sum of 100I. one Moiety thereof : to the Informer, and the other to be 
immediately paid into the Hands of 
the Clerk of the Juftices of the Peace 

! of the Counties or Stewartries within 
which fuch Offence lhall have been 

| committed in Scotland, to be applied 
and difpofed of to fuch Purpofes as the 

! Juftices at the next General Quarter 
| Seffion of the Peace to be held for fuch 
County or Stewartry lhall think fit, and 
to be recovered by any Perfon that lhall 
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Limita- tion of Actions. 

22 George 3. c. 41. 
fue for the fame by fummary Complaint 
before the Court of Seflion in Scotland\ 
and the Perfon convided on any fuch 
Suit fhall thereby become difabled and 
incapable of ever bearing or executing 
any Office or Place of Truft whatfoever 
under His Majefty, His Heirs and Suc- 
jceffors. 

V. Provided that no Perfon /hall 
be liable to any Forfeiture or Penalty 
by this Ad, unlefs Profecution be com- 
menced within Twelve Months after 
fuch Penalty or Forfeiture fhall be in- 
curred. 

Twenty- 
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T wenty-fecond 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. LXX. 

An AO: to enable the Com- 
mander in Chief of His Ma- 
jefty’s Forces, and the Se- 
cretary to the Commander 
in Chief of His Majefty’s 
Forces, to fend and receive 
Letters and Packets free 
from the Duty of Portage. 

I. See 42 George 3. Chap. 63. 

II. The Commander in Chief mayTheCom- 
authorize Two Perfons in his Office, 
(a Lift of whofe Names Ihall be tranf-appmnt 
mitted by him to the General Poft Of-fons°toin- 
fice in LondonJ, to make and fubfcribe ^°rf

c
0!^

et' 
an Indorfement upon Letters and Pack-Pubiick 
ets to be fent by the Poft from his Of-Bufinefs' 
fice, which Ihall concern the Publick Bu- 
finefs of his Office, fignifying that fuch 
Letters and Packets are upon His Ma- 

E jetty’s 
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jetty’s Service ; which Letters and Pack- 
ets being fo fubfcribed, and fealed with 
the Seal of the Commander in Chief, or 
his Secretary, fhall be conveyed by the 
Pott free from the Duty of Pottage. 

Penalty III. If any Perfon authorized to make 
fing'any'" and fubfcribe fuch Indorfement, ftiall 
which knowingly make, or procure the fame does not to be made, upon any Letter or Packet 
the faid which does not really concern the Bu- Office. fmefs of the faid Office, fiich Perfon 

fhall, for the firft Offence, forfeit the 
Sum of Five Pounds; and, for the fe- 
cond, fhall be difmiffed from his Office. 

Twenty-fourth 
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Twenty-fourth 

GEORGE III. 

SESSION II. 

CHAP. VIII. 

An A£t for dlablifhing certain 
Regulations concerning the 
Portage and Conveyance of 
Letters and Packets by the 
Poll between Great Britain 
and Ireland, 

I. After the Eftablifhment of a Ge-Ccrtain 
neral Poft Office in Irelandy it fhall 
lawful for certain Perfons who, by Vir- fend and 
tue of their refpedtive Offices in Great^m^ 
Britain and Ireland, fend and receive and 
Letters and Packets free from the Duty Great Bri- 
of Poftage, under the Fourth of George 3. 
Chap. 24; and for the Secretary offr^fam 
the General Poft Office of Ireland, and Pottage, 
the Surveyors of the faid General Poft 
Office, all for the Time being, to fend 
and receive by the Poft Letters and 
Packets from Great Britain to Ireland, 

E 2 and 
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from Ireland to Great Britain^ free 
from the Duty of Poftage, on Account 
of the Poll Office of Great Britain; 
provided that all fuch Letters and 
Packets relate to the Bufinefs of their 
refpe&ive Offices ; and that they fhall 
be certified on the Outfide, under the 
Hand-writing of fuch Officers refpec- 
tively, to be on His Majefty’s Service, 
and fhall be fealed with the Seal of the 
Office or Officer fending the fame: 
And in Cafe any Officers fhall receive, 
under Cover to them, any Letters or 
Packets dire&ed to other Perfons, fuch 
Officers are required to fend the fame 
to the General Poft Office in London or 
Dublin^ to be charged with the Duty of 
Poftage; it being the true Meaning of 
this Adt, that the Privilege of fending 
and receiving Letters and Packets by 
fuch Officers fhall extend to fuch only 
as relate to the Bufinefs of their refpec- 
tive Offices. 

See 42 George 3. Chap. 63. 

Twenty-fourth 



Twenty-fourth 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XXXVIII. 

An for granting to His 
Majefty certain additional 
Rates of Poftage for Con- 
veyance of Letters and 
Packets by the Poll within 
the Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain; for preventing Frauds 
in the Revenue, carried on 
by the Conveyance of cer- 
tain Goods in Letters and 
Packets ; and for further 
preventing Frauds and Abu- 
fes in relation to the fend- 
ing and receiving of Letters 
and Packets free from Poft- 
age.* 

E 3 II. Repealed 
* The Rates mentioned in Se£t. i. of this 

Aft, in fo far as relate to England, are repealed 
by 37 George 3. Chap. 18.; and to Scotland, 
by 41 George 3. Chap. 7. 
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II. Repealed by \ \ George 3. Chap. 7. i 

III. See 41 George 3. Chap. 7. 

IV. For the Prevention of Frauds on 
the Revenue, by the Importation into 
this Kingdom in Letters or Packets fent S 
by the Poll, of Goods which are prohi- | 
bited to be imported, or on the Importa- ! 
tion of which a Duty is payable; it is en- 

Directions a£ted. That, whenever any Foreign Let- relative to J ^ ° Foreign ter or Packet containing any Inclofure, 
^fpe&ed be received at any of the Offices of ofeontaip- the General Poft Offices, it fhall be lawful 1 

bited1011' for any of the Officers employed in the Goods, office to carry fuch Letter or Packet 
to any Juftice of Peace, or other Magi- 
ftate for the Town, Diftridt, or County 
in which fuch Office fhall be fituate, 
and to make Oath before fuch Magi- 
flrate that he fufpedts the fame to con- 
tain Goods which are prohibited to be 
imported, or on the Importation of 
which a Duty is payable ; and it fhall 
then be lawful for him, in the Prefence 
of the faid Magiftrate, to cut with a 
Penknife through the Folds of the faid 
Letter or Packet, and its Inclofures, 
One Slit, not exceeding Two Inches in j 

Length; 
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Length ; and if it fhall then appear to 
the faid Magiftrate that any fuch Goods 
as aforefaid are contained therein, he 
fhall proceed to open the faid Letter or 
Packet, and fhall, in Prefence of the Of- 
ficer, deftroy fuch Goods ; and, in fuch 
Cafe, the Magiftrate fhall inclofe each 
Letter or Packet in a Cover, in which 
fhall be written an Atteftation, figned 
by him, containing the Name of the 
Officer by whom fuch Letter or Packet 
fhall have been brought to him, the 
Time of its being fo brought, and the 
Quantity and Defcription of the Goods 
found therein, and attefting that the 
fame were then by him deftroyed ; and 
fhall deliver the faid Letter or Packet 
fo inclofed, and alfo fealed by him to 
the faid Officer, to be by him forward- 
ed to the Commiffioners of His Ma- 
jefty’s Cuftoms, who fhall, on the Re- 
ceipt thereof, caufe be paid to the faid 
Officer any Sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds, nor lefs than Ten Shillings. 

V. If, on making fuch opening in if no fuch 
fuch Letter or Packet, no fuch Goods found! the 
fhall be found therein, the Magiftrate 
fhall then inclofe the fame in a Cover, ciofe the 
with an Atteftation, figned by him, that a covct" 

theWith a 
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S-ttefta t^ie Opening in fuch Letter or Packet tion. was made in his Prefence, and fhall 
deliver the fame, fealed up, to the faid 
Officer, to be tranfmitted by the ordi- 
nary Courfe of the Poft to the Perfon 
to whom fuch Letter or Packet fhall 
have been directed when it was re- 
ceived at the Poft Office: Provided 
that no additional Poftage fhall be 
charged in confequence of thefe Pro- 
ceedings, nor fhall any Letter or Packet 
be detained thereby beyond the due 
and' regular Courfe of the Poft, except 
in Cafes of the moft urgent Neceffity. 

VII. See 42 George 3. Chap. 65+ 

IX. See 42 George 3. Chap. 63, 

Twenty-fifth 



Twenty-fifth 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. LVII. 

57 

An A61 to exempt Carriages 
carrying the Mail from pay- 
ing Tolls at any Turnpike 
Gate in Great Britain. 

After the Fifteenth Day of July, One ah car- 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, H0

g
rfeScar. 

all Carriages of what Defcription foever, the 
° r , ’ Mail ex- or Hones employed in conveying theempted 

Mail or Packet made up under thefromTo11* 
Authority of the Poftmafter General, 
or his Deputies, fhall be exempted from 
the Payment of any Tolls that may be 
demanded for the PaflTage of fuch Car- 
riages or Horfes through any Turn- 
pike at which any Toll is collected. 

Twenty-feventh 
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Twenty-feventh 

GEORGE III, 

CHAR IX. 

An A£t for granting Rates of 
Foliage, for the Convey- 
ance of Letters and Packets 
between Great Britain and 
the Port of Waterford in 
the Kingdom of Ireland, by 
Way of Milford Haven, 

Portage of After the Fifth Day of April, One Letters thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fe- 
jw>w»ven, the Poftmafter General and his De- 
ford.ater' Puties may take, for the Port and Con- 

veyance of Letters and Packets that fhali 
be conveyed by Packet Boats to or from 
the Port of Milford Havenr or any 
other Convenient Port in Great Britain, 
from or to the Port of Waterford, or 
any other Convenient Port in Ireland, 
(over and above all other Rates payable 
for the Conveyance thereof), according 
to the Rates following : 

For 



17 George 3. c. 9. 59 
!For every Single Letter 6d. Dou-Rates of 

ble Letter is. Treble Letter is. 6d.Poftase‘ 
Ounce 2 s. And fo in Proportion for 

•every Packet of Deeds, Writs, and other 
Things. 

Enlarged by 41 George 3. Cbafi. 7. 
9. 
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Thirty-third 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. LX. 

An A& to enable the Poft- 
mafter General to fend the 
Mail to the Dominions of 
His Catholick Majefty, on 
Board of any Velfels autho- 
rized by His Catholick Ma- 
jefty to carry the fame.— 
[17th yune 1793.] 

ThePoft- The Poftmafter General is hereby 
nerafma6* emPowered to fend the Packet or Mail fend they intended for the Dominions of His Ca- 

tholick Majefty from Falmouth, by any 
beloShjP8 Ship belonging to his faid Catholick 
to His Ca-Majefty, and duly authorized by him 
Majefty. f°r the Purpofe of carrying Packets or 

Mails between the Two Countries. 

Thirty-fourth 



6i 

Thirty-fou rth 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

An A£t for granting Rates of 
Poftage for the Conveyance 
of Letters and Packets be- 
tween Great Britain and the 
Iflands of JerJey and Guern- 

fey, and within thefe Iflands. 
—[28th March 1794.3 

I. His Majefty’s Poftmalter General Poiiage 
and his Deputies may take for the Port^enbfo» 
and Conveyance of all Letters and£e

e
t“

er
e

s 

Packets that fhall be conveyed by GrZ^Bri- 
Packet Boats from or to the Port of^JJ"^ 
Weymouth) or any other convenient 
Port in Great Britain, to or from any tween 
of the Porte of Jerfey and Guernfey, and 
to or from the Ports of Jerfey and 
Guernfey, (over and above all other 
Rates payable for fuch Letters or Pack- 
ets,) according to the Rates following: 

For every Single Letter 2d. Double Rates, 
Letter 4d. Treble Letter 6d. Ounce 

F 8d,; 
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8d.; and fo in Proportion for every 
Packet of Deeds, or other Things. 

Poft offi- II, His Majefty’s Poftmafter Gene- 
Road^ ral may eftablifh Poft Offices and Poft 
eftabMied R°ads within the Iflands of Jcrfey and in jerfiy Guem/ey, wherever it fliall appear to 

him to be neceffary fo to do, and take, 
Ratesta- ^or t^ie Inland Port or Conveyance of ken for Letters and Packets fent by the Poft, 
Poftage as within the faid Iflands, fuch Rates of 

Poftage, in Proportion to the Number 
of Miles or Stages they are carried, as 
are now paid for the Inland Port or 
Conveyance of Letters and Packets 
within England. 

See 41 George 3. Chap. 17. 

Thirty-fifth 



Thirty-fifth 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. LIII. 

63 

An A& for further regulating, 
the fending and receiving 
Letters free from the Duty 
of Poftage ; for allowing 
Non-commiflioned Officers, 
Seamen, and Private Men, 
in the Navy and Army, 
whilfl on Service, to fend 
and receive Letters at a 
Low Rate of Poftage ; and 
for permitting Patterns and 
Samples of Goods to be 
tranfmitted by the Poft at 
an eafier Rate than is now 
allowed by Law. [5^^ 

May 1795.] 

VII. After the palling of this Ad,-Poftage on 
no Single Letter lent by the Poft from an^fsea- 
any Non-commiffioned Officer, Seaman, 

F 2 oc. 
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or Private employed in His Majefty’s 
Navy, Army, Militia, Fencible Regi- 
ments, Artillery", or Marines, fhall, 
whilft they are employed on His Ma- 
jefty’s Service, and not otherwife, be 
charged with an higher Rate of Poftage 
than the Sum of 1 d. for the Convey- 
ance of each Letter; fuch Poftage to be 
.paid at the Time of putting the fame in- 
to the Poji Office: Provided there fhall 
be written upon every fuch Letter, in the 
Hand- writing of, and figned by the Com- 
manding Officer for the Time being, the 
Name of ftieh Commanding Officer, and 
of the Ship, Veflel, Corps, Regiment, 
or Detachment,, commanded by hum 

lM1? to Single Letter fent by the them. Pbft, directed to any Non-commiffioned 
Officer, Seaman, or Private employed as 
afprefaid, upon his own Private Con- 
cerns only, fhall be charged with an 
higher Rate of Poftage than id. for 
each Letter, to be paid at the Time of 
Delivery thereof: Provided that no fuch 
Letter fhall be exempted from the Rate 
of Poftage chargeable upon Letters accor- 
ding to the Laws now in Force, unlefs 
every fuch Letter fpecify the Ship, Vef- 
fel, Regiment, Troopj Corps, Company, 

or 
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or Detachment to which he may be- 
long ; and it fhall not be lawful for the 
Deputy Poftmafter of the Place to which 
fuch Letter fhall be fent to be delivered, 
to deliver it to any Perfon except the 
Non^commiflioned Officer, Seaman, or 
Private to whom it fhall be directed, or 
any Perfon appointed to receive the 
fame by the Commanding Officer of 
the Ship, &c. to which the Non-com- 
miffioned Officer, Seaman, or Private 
fhall belong. 

IX. Every Packet or Cover, contain-Packets- 
ing one or more Papers with Patterns, ceeding 
or one or more Patterns of Cloth, Silk, Q^ce< 
Stuff, or otlier Goods, or one or more coining 
Samples of any other Sort of Thing,tobTchar- 
not exceeding together one Ounce in !j^£s

e^
m' 

Weight, fhall be charged with no higher ters. 
Rate of Poftage than as a Single Letter, 
fo as every Packet or Cover be fent 
open at the Sides, and without any Let- 
ter or Writing in or thereupon, other 
than the Name of the Perfon fending 
the fame, and the Place of his Abode, 
and the Price of the Articles contained 
therein. 

See 41' George 3. Chap. 7. Seff. 11. 

F 3 Thirty-feventh 
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Thirty* feventh 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

An Acl for altering certain 
Rates of Poftage for Con- 
veyance of Letters in Eng- 
land and Scotland refpe&ive- 
ly, and of Packets to and 
from Great Britam from and 
to Portugal and the Britijh 
Colonies in America refpec- 
tively ; and for fetting apart 
at the Receipt of the Ex- 
chequer, for a certain Pe- 
riod, out of the Revenues 
of the Poll Office, the An- 
nual Sum of Forty thoufand 
Pounds, towards defraying 
the increafed Charge occa- 
fioned by any* Loan raifed, 
or Stock created, by any 
Ad or Ads palTed in the 

Thirty-fifth 
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Thirty-fifth Year of the 
Reign of His prefent Maje- 
fiy.—December 1796.] 

II. and III. Repealed by 41 George 3. 
Chap. 7. 

IV. It fhall be lawful for the Poft-Packet 
matter General and his Deputies 
take, for the Port and Conveyance ofpJ^™7 
all Letters, Packets, and other Things ' ^ 
which fhall be conveyed from ox XaGreat 
Britain and Portugal, a Packet Pojlage, 
according to the following Rates : 

For every Single Letter 1 s. Double 
Letter 2 s. Treble Letter 3 s. Ounce 4 s.; 
and fo on in Proportion for every other 
Letter or Packet of greater Weight than 
an Ounce. 

V. The Poftmafter General and his and to and 
Deputies may take, for the Port and^°7j,he 

Conveyance of all Letters, Packets, and1?01™: 4, 1 ’ mens m other Things which mall be conveyed America. 
from or to Great Britain, to or from 
any Port within the Britijh Dominions 
in America, a Packet Pottage, according 
to the following Rates : 

For 
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Rates. For every Single Letter 1 s. Double 

Letter 2 s. Treble Letter 3 s.; and for 
every Ounce in Weight 4s.; and fo in 
Proportion for every other Letter or 
Packet of greater Weight than an Ounce. 

Letters to VI. Over and above the Rates afore- 
Portu™a! kid, all Letters and Packets palling to 
oj or from Portugal, or to or from the Bri- 
;.bic with tiflo Dominions in America, from or to 
Rates'!131111 Great Britain, {hall be charged with the 

full Inland Rate of Portage, according 
to the Diftance fuch Letters and Packets 
lhall be conveyed within England and 
Scotland. 

See 41 George 3. Chap. 7. 

charWnf VII. No Letter, or the Contents Letters by thereof, fhall be rated at an higher Rate Weight. 0£ p0rtage than as a Treble Letter, un- 
lefs the fame fhall be an Ounce in 
Weight; and then it fhall be rated as 
Four Single Letters and in Proportion 
for every Quarter of an Ounce above 
the Weight of an Ounce, reckoning 
each Quarter of an Ounce as a Single 
Letter. 

Thirty-ninth 
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Thirty-ninth 

GEORGE IIL 

CHAP. LXXVL 

An A61 for the more fecure 
Conveyance of Ship Letters, 
and for granting to His Ma^ 
jefty certain Rates of Poll- 
age thereon.—[12th 

I. It fliall be lawful for His Majefty’s Qg'ne_ 
Poftmafter General and his Deputies rai may 
to colled Letters, and Packets of Lct-Lette^by 
ters, direded to Places within His Mar°t

1
he

<
r.v<^ 

jefty s Dominions, or to the Countries Packet 
beyond the Seas, and forward them byBoatS} 

any Veflels that he fhall think fit, (al- 
though not Packet Boats ;) and alfo to 
take, for every Letter and Packet which and take 
fhall be delivered to them for Ccmvey-Rom- 
ance, a Sum not lefs than One-half Partvt^aace- 
of the Rates payable by Law for fuch 
refpedive Letters and Packets, as if the 
fame were conveyed by Packet Boats; 
and, in Cafes where no Rate of Poftage 

is 
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is already eftablifhed, then to take as 
near as the fame can be afcertained, 
equal to One-half of what is now paid 
for Letters fent beyond the Seas* 

Poftma-e II. The faid Poftmafter General may 
rai may take, for every Letter and Packet which 
every sin- ^e brought by Ships and VefTels, Letter (other than Packet boats,) in the Man- 
by other ner before mentioned, from Places with- 
thanepack-in kfis Majefty’s Dominions, and from 
IfcMifAd an7 ^ie ^iHgdoms and Countries dition to beyond the Seas into Great Britain, to 
Poftage •d be conveyed by Inland Carriage, the 

Sum of 4d. for every Single Letter, 
and fo in Proportion for Packets, in 
Addition to any Inland Poftage which 
may arife upon the Inland Conveyance 

and may of them ; and, for the Encouragement 
Matters 'ofof the Mailers of fuch Ships or Veflels, 
£^ryd'it lhall be lawful for the Pollmafter 
Letter General to allow them the Sum of 2d. 
verVto the a Letter or Packet upon all fuch as they 
fice! °f' refpedtively have or take on Board 

fuch Veflels, provided fuch Letters and 
Packets fhall have been delivered to- 
them from the Poll Office; and in like 
Manner, on their Arrival from Parts be- 
yond the Seas, it lhall be lawful to pay 
to fuch Mailers of Ships and VelTels 
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the Sum of 2d, a Letter or Packet for 
fuch as they fliall refpe£tively have on 
Board ; provided that they fliall have 
been regularly delivered unto the faid 
Matters, by the Deputies of the Pott- 
mafter General, at the Place or Pott 
Town from whence fuch Veflels have 
failed or departed. 

III. The Poftmafter General may Poftage to 
caufe the Rates of Poftage, hereby eitherd 

chargeable, to be paid, either prior to§£°£*°_ 
fuch Letters and Packets being forward-terebeing 
ed, or on Delivery thereof. edTor on ^Delivery. 

Forty-firft 



Forty-firii 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. VII. 
An A& for repealing the Rates 

and Duties of Poftage in 
Great Britain^ and granting 
other Rates and Duties in 
Lieu thereof, and on Let- 
ters conveyed to or from 
any Part of the United 
Kingdom, from or to any 
Place out of the faid King- 
dom, and by Packet Boats 
from or to the Ports of Ho- 
lyhead and Milford Haven,— 
[24th March 1801.] 
I. The feveral Rates of Poftage efta- 

blifhed within Great Britain by 9 Anne^ 
Chap. 10. 5 George 3. Chap. 25. 24 
George 3. Self. 2. Chap. 37. $7 George 3. 
Chap. 18. and by 34 George 3. Chap. 
17. fliall, from the Fifth Day of April 
One thoufand eight hundred and one, 
ceafe and determine. 

II. It 
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II. It fhall be lawful for His Maje-From 

Ily’s Poftmafter General and his De-^f0
r^the 

puties to take, for the Port and Con-^0'ving 

veyance of all Letters and Packets with-be paid, 
in Great Britain^ according to the fe- 
veral Rates after mentioned, the fame 
being rated by the Letter, or by the 
Ounce ; (that is to fay), 

For the Port and Conveyance ofRatesby 
Letters by the General Poft, not ex-raTpoft?" 
ceeding 15 meafured Miles, within 
Great Britain^ for every Single Let- 
ter 3d. Double Letter 6d. Treble Let- 
ter, or other Letter under an Ounce in 
Weight, Qd. ; and for every Ounce in 
Weight, and not exceeding an Ounce, is. 

Above 15 meafured Miles, not ex- 
ceeding 30 Miles, for every Single Let- 
ter 4d. Double Letter 8 d. Treble Let- 
ter 1 s.; and for every Ounce in Weight 
is. 4d. 

Above 30 meafured Miles, and not 
exceeding 50 Miles, for every Single 
Letter jd. Double Letter lod. Treble 
Letter is. 3d.; and for every Ounce in 
Weight is. 8d. 

Above 50 meafured Miles, and not 
exceeding 80 Miles, for every Single 
Letterbd. Double Letter is. Treble 

G Letter 
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Letter is. 6d.; and for every Ounce 
in Weight 2 s. 6d. 

Above 80 meafured Miles, and not 
exceeding 120 Miles, for-every Single 
Letter yd. Double Letter is. 2d. Tre- 
ble Letter is. 9d.; and for every Ounce 
in Weight 2 s. 4d. 

Above 120 meafured Miles, and not 
exceeding 170 Miles, for every Single 
Letter 8d. Double Letter is. 4d. Tre- 
ble Letter 2 s.; and for every Ounce in 
Weight 2s. 8d. 

Above 170 meafured Miles, and not 
exceeding 230 Miles, for every Single 
Letter pd. Double Letter i s. 6d. Tre- 
ble Letter 2s. 3d.; and for every Ounce 
in Weight 3 s. 

Above 230 meafured Miles, and not 
exceeding 300 Miles, for every Single 
Letter lod. Double Letter is. 8d. 
Treble Letter 2 s. 6d.; and for every 
Ounce in Weight 3 s. 4d. 

For the Port and Conveyance of eve- 
ry Single Letter by the Poll, for eve- 
ry Diftance of ioo meafured Miles 
above 300 Miles, a further Sum of 1 d. 
Double Letter 2d. Treble Letter 3d. j 
and for every Ounce in Weight 4d. 

And where fuch Diftance above 300 
meafured Miles ihall not amount to 100 

Miles, 
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Miles, the like further Sum for every 
Single Letter id. Double Letter 2d. 
Treble Letter 3d.;, for every Ounce in 
Weight 4d. 

And where the Diftance above 300 
meafured Miles fhall exceed 100 Miles, 
and fo progreflively for any like Excel's 
of Diftance of 100 Miles, the like fur- 
ther Sum, for every Single Letter 1 d* 
Double Letter 2d. Treble Letter 3d. ; 
for every Ounce in Weight 4d.; and fo 
in Proportion for every other Letter or 
Packet of greater Weight than an Ounce. 

For the Port and Conveyance of Let- 
ters to or from any Part of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland from or to any Place 
out of the faid Kingdom, not within 
His Majefty’s Dominions, in Addition 
to all other Rates now payable, for eve- 
ry Single Letter 4d. Double Letter 8d. 
Treble Letter is.; and for every Ounce 
in Weight, is. 4d.; and fo in Propor- 
tion for every other Letter or Packet of 
greater Weight than an Ounce *. 

IV. All Merchants Accounts, Bills Merchants 
ef Exchange, Invoices, and Bills of La-B^Tot"18’ 

G 2 ding 
# Repealed, as to Letters fent to or from 

France and the Batavian Republick, by 42 
George 3. Chafi. 101, 



y6 41 George 3. c. 7. 
Exchange, diner whatever, fhall be rated, taxed, and &c. fliall .fr r’ r ’T ’ be rated as paid for, as to many ieveral Letters, or Letters. ^ ^ Ounce, according to the refpec- 

tive Rates payable on Letters and Packets 
conveyed by the General Poft. 

The Poft- V. It fhall be lawful for His Maje- 
nerafmay %’s Poftmafter General to undertake, at 
thedConke ^ie Expence of the Revenue of the Poft veyance of Office, the Conveyance and Delivery of 
an^from* Letters direded to Perfons abiding in 
befngSp™ft TWns> Villages, and Places (not being 
Town*; Poft Towns) from the refpedive Poft 

Towns to which fuch Letters fhall be 
carried by the Poft in the ufual Man- 
ner ; and alfo the Colledion and Con- 
veyance of Letters in and from fuch 
Places in order to be fent by the Poft ; 
and to take fuch Sums of Money for 
fuch extra Service to be performed as 
fhall be mutually agreed upon between 
him and the Inhabitants refpedively. 

habitants'1" Er0v^e^ t^at nothing herein ©ffuch contained fhall extend to prevent the 
mayaft a8 Inhabitants of any fuch Places from car- 
fore*0* 17^nS or empl°ying an7 Perfon to carry any Letters or Packets to or from the 

Poft Town, in fuch Manner as they 
have 
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have been accuftomed, and are by Law 
authorized. 

VIII. It fhal! be lawful to His Ma-Thereto . , . mafterGe. jefty s Poltmafter General to enter into nmi may 
any Agreement with any Perfon for in-^'y

ep^'tl1 
demnifying His Majefty in Whole 
in Part, and for fuch Time as may being His 
thought neceflary, againft the Expence 
which may be incurred beyond the Rates Expenses 
of Poftage, by extending the Convey- may be in- 
ance of Letters by Poll to Places at they“^;^e' 
Requeft of fuch Perfon, and it {hall ap-Rates ,by 
pear doubtful, whether by extending thethe Con- 
faid Conveyance an additional ExpenceLetterg"of 

to the Revenue may not be incurred.. 

IX. The Poftmafter General and Rates erf 
his Deputies may take for the Port ck‘1 
and Conveyance of all Letters and 
Packets that {hall be conveyed by Packet or m/ford 
Boats from or to the Ports of Holyheadoffrom0 

or Milford Haven, to or from any Ports 
in Ireland, over and above all the Rates 
payable for fuch Letters or Packets, a 
Packet Poftage according to the Rates 
following:— For every Single Letter 
2d. Double Letter 4d. Treble Letter,. 
6d.; and for every Ounce in Weight 
8d,; and fo in Proportion for every 

G 3 Letter 
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Letter or Packet exceeding an Ounce in 
Weight. 

Attnott0 XL Nothing herein contained fhall 
Manner of alter the Manner of charging the Rate 
for3pat-S °f Portage upon Letters or Covers con- 
cfotb°&c ta^n*mS Patterns of Cloth, Silk Stuff, or ’ ’ other Goods or Samples of other Sort 

of Things not exceeding One Ounce in 
Weight. 

Torty-fecond 



Forty-fecond 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. LXIII. 

79 

An AS: to authorize the fend- 
ing and receiving of Letters 
and Packets, Votes, Proceed- 
ings in Parliament, and print- 
ed Newfpapers by the Poft, 
free from the Duty of Pofl- 
age, by the Members of the 
Two Houfes of Parliament 
of the United Kingdom, and 
by certain Publick Officers 
therein named ; and for re- 
ducing the Poftage' on fuch 
Votes, Proceedings, and 
Newfpapers, when fent by 
any other Perfon. [22d 
y^ne 1802.] 

I. After the paffing of this Adt, and Members 
fo long as the Revenue arifmg in the^rmay 
Poft Office fhall continue to be made 

Part 
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asunder^art t^e Confolidated Fund of Great certain Britain^ it fhall be lawful for every 
«ons!k' Member of the Two Houfes of Parlia- 

ment of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland to fend by the Poft 
to Places within the faid Kingdom, free 
from the Duty of Poftage, during the 
fitting of any Seflion of Parliament, or 
within Forty Days before, or Forty 
Days after, any Summons or Proroga- 
tion of the fame, any Number of Let- 
ters and Packets not exceeding Ten in 
any One Day, fo as none of them fhall 
exceed the Weight of One Ounce, and 
that each of them be fuperfcribed or 
directed in Manner after mentioned; 
and alfo during the aforefaid Period to 
receive by the Poft, from Places within 
the faid United Kingdom, any Number 
of Letters and Packets, not exceeding 
Fifteen in any One Day, fo as each 
Letter and Packet do not exceed the 
Weight of One Ounce, and be directed 
to the Member at the Place where he 
fhall actually be at the Time of the 
Delivery thereof, or at his ufual Place 
of Refidence in London^ or at the Houfe 
or Lobby of the Houfe of Parliament, 
of which he fliall be a Member. 

II. Provided 
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II. Provided that no Letter or Packet,Super- 

direded by any Member, fhall be ex-of Letters 
empted from the Payment of Poftage,J°fi

b^°n
f
d_ 

unlefs the whole Superfcription upon eve-writing of 
ry fuch Letter or Packet fo fent fhall be ber^cT" 
of his Hand-writing; and have endorfed 
thereon the Name of fuch Member, to- 
gether with the Name of the Poft Town 
from which the fame is intended to be 
fent, and the Day, Month, and Year 
when the fame fhall be put into the 
Poft Office ; -the Day of the Month to 
be in Words at Length, and the Whole 
to be of the Hand-writing of the Mem- 
ber ; and alfo unlefs every fuch Letter 
or Packet ffiall be put into the Poft Of- 
fice on the Day of the Date put upon 
fuch Letter or Packet; and unlefs the 
Member, whofe Name fhall be endorfed 
thereon, fhall actually be in the Poft 
Town into the Poft Office of which 
every fuch Letter or Packet fhall be put, 
or within Twenty Miles of fuch Poft 
Town, on the Day, or on the Day be- 
fore the Day on which fuch Letter or 
Packet fhall be put into the Poft Office. 

III. Whenever the Number of Letters The Sur- 
er Packets, not weighing more thantmtoVe 
One Ounce, each fent or received by^d

ofb. any ase. 
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any Member in any One Day, fhall ex- 
ceed the Number permitted to pafs free 
from the Duty of Poftage, and the Rates 
of Poftage on the faid Letters or Packets 
refpedtively fhall differ, then fuch of 
them as would be chargeable with an 
higher Rate of Poftage than the Re- 
mainder, fhall be included in the Num- 
ber fo exempted in Preference to any 
which would be chargeable with a lower 
Rate of Poftage; and the Remainder 
fhall be chargeable with the feveral Rates 
of Poftage refpe&ively. 

TheTrea- IV. It fhall be lawful for the Lord 
may tend High Treafurer, or Commiflioners of 
freefrom t^ieTreafury,the Secretaries to theTrea- Poftage, fury, the Lord High Admiral or Com- 

miffioners of the. Admiralty, the Se- 
cretaries of the Admiralty, His Majefty’s 
Principal Secretaries of State, their Un- 
der Secretaries, the Clerks of His Ma- 
jefty’s moft Honourable Privy Council^ 
His Majefty’s Secretary at War, the 
Deputy Secretary at War, His Maje- 
fty’s Poftmafter General, the Secretary 
to fuch Poftmafter General, the De- 
puty of the Poftmafter General for 
Scotland^ his Secretary, the Surveyors 
of the Poft Office, the Paymafter Gene- 

ral 
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xal of the Forces, the Commander in 
Chief, the Secretary to the Commander 
in Chief, the Adjutant General of the 
Forces, the Comptroller of Army Ac- 
counts, all within Great Britain; His 
Majefty’s Lieutenant General, or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ire- 
landt and his or their Chief Secretary, 
his or their Secretary for the Provinces 
of Ulfter and Munfter in Ireland, his 
or their Secretary refiding in Great Bri- 
tain, the Under Secretary for the Law 
Department of the Chief Secretary’s 
Office, the Under Secretary and Firft 
Clerk for the Military Department of 
the Chief Secretary’s Office, the Lord 
High Treafurer or Commiffioners of 
the Treafury, the Secretary to the Trea- 
fury, His Majefty’s Poftmafter General, 
all within Ireland, to fend and receive 
Letters and Packets free from the Duty 
of Poftage in the United Kingdom, in 
the fame Manner as Perfons heretofore 
or now authorized either in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland refpe&ively, do now 
fend and receive them free from the 
Duty of Poftage. 

V. It (hall be lawful for the Clerk of^J^e
Qf 

the Parliaments, the Clerk’s Affiftant, andPariia- 
thement’&c-» 
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the Reading Clerk of the Houfe of 
Peers of the faid United Kingdom, and 
the Clerk of the Houfe of Commons, 
the Deputy to the Clerk of the Houfe of 
Commons, the Two Clerks Afliftant of 
the Houfe of Commons, and the Chief 
Clerk without Doors- of the Houfe of 
Commons of the faid United Kingdom, 
to fend and receive Letters and Packets, 
within the faid United Kingdom, free 
from the Duty of Poftage, in the fame 
Manner, and under fuch Reftridtions, as 
the Clerk of the Parliaments, and the 
Clerk of the Houfe of Commons are 
now authorized to fend and receive the 
fame within Great Britain*. 

. VI. It fhall be lawful to and for the 
Treafurer, or Paymafter of the Navy, 

-and Infpedor of Seamen’s Wills, to fend 
and receive Letters within the faid 
United Kingdom, free from the Duty 
of Poftage, in the fame Manner, and 
under fuch Reftridtions, as they were by 
Law authorized, previous to the palling 

of 
* Thefe Officers are limited to the Weight of 

Two Ounces in the Letters they fend or receive; 
and alfo, with tefpeft to Foreign and Ship Let- 
ters, as Members of Parliament. 
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of an Ad, made in the Thirty-fifth Year 
of the Reign of His prefent Majefty *. 

VII. It fhall be lawful for the Lord Lord 
High Chancellor, the Lord High Trea- lor^&c! in 
furer or Comraiffioners of the Treafury, fend 
the Secretary to the Treafurer, the QHar-^e

re£et 
ter-mafter General, the Chief Commif-tersin/, f- 
fioner of the Barrack Board, the AfTift-'^omfpo‘t- 
ant Under Secretary for the Law De-aso- 
partment of the Chief Secretary’s Office, 
the Firfl Clerk of the Civil Department 
in the faid Office, the Treafurer or Re- 
ceiver General of the Poll Office, the 
Comptroller of the Sorting Office in the 
Poft Office, and the Surveyors of the Poll 
Office, all within Ireland, to fend and re- 
ceive Letters and Packets by the Poft in 
Ireland, free from the Duty of Poftage, in 
the fame Manner, and under fuch Reftric- 
tions, as certain Officers in Ireland have 
done under an Ad, made in the Fortieth 
Year of His prefent Majefty’s Reign. 

VIII. It ffiall be lawful for His Ma-Poftmafter 
jefty’s Poftmafter General of Ireland to^vw'0* 
authorize, under his Hand and Seal, any 
Perfons, not exceeding Two in Number Two Per- ^ fons to ri at 

* Under the fame Limitations as the Officers 
mentioned in the preceding Se&ion. 
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fend Let- at one Time, to fend by the Poft Let- 
fromPoft-ters and Packets which fliall concern 
^ the Bufmefs of the Poft Office only, 

free from the Duty of Poftage, fo as 
fuch Perlbns do make and fubfcribe an 
Indorfement upon each Letter or Pack- 
et, fignifying that they are upon His 
Majefty’s Service, and to feal the fame 
with the Seal of Office; and, if any 
fuch Perfon lhall knowingly make and 
lubfcribe fuch Indorfement, or procure 
the fame to be made, upon any Letter 
or Packet which does not really con- 
'cern the Bufinefs of the Office, he ffiall, 
for the firft Offence, forfeit and pay the 
Sum of Five Pounds, to be recovered and 
applied, as by A£t of the 9th of Queen 
Jlnne is directed ; and, for the fecond Of- 
fence, fhall be difmiffed from his Office. 

Perfons, IX. Provided, that, in cafe any Per- 
iv-0in firm!" ^n entitled to fend Letters or Packets 
authonze ^ree frorn ^ie Duty °f Poftage being, another to by bodily Infirmity, difabled from wri- 
Letters!eirting the whole Superfcription thereon, 

Ihall authorize fome one Perfon on his 
Behalf to fign his Name upon, and 
write the Superfcription of fuch Letters 
and Packets, and ffiall caufe Notice 
thereof in Writing, under his Hand and 
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Seal, or the Hand and Seal of any Per- 
fon authorized by him to notify the 
fame, fuch Authority being to be certi- 
fied by the Signature of any Witnefs 
who fhall fubferibe fuch Notice, to be 
tranfmitted to His Majefty’s Poftmafter 
General, all fuch Letters and Packets fo 
figned, fhall be allowed to pafs free of 
the Duty of Poftage. 

X. It fhall be lawful for every Mem-Perfons 
ber of both Houfes of Parliament of the fendled to 

United Kingdom, and the faid refpec-^eMcc. 
tive Clerks of the Two Houfes of Par-Poftage. 
liament, to fend by the Poft, within 
the faid United Kingdom, any printed 
Votes, Proceedings in Parliament, or 
printed Newfpapers, free from the Duty 
of Poftage, fo as the fame be fent with- 
out Covers, or in Covers open at the 
Sides, which fhall be figned on the Out- 
fide by the Hand of any Member, or 
either of the faid refpedfive Clerks, in 
fuch Manner as hath been heretofore 
pra&ifed ; and alfo, • it fhall be lawful 
for every Member, and for each of the 
faid refpedlive Clerks, to authorize print- 
ed Votes, Proceedings in Parliament, 
and printed Newfpapers, to be fent by 
the Poft free from the Duty of Poftage, 

H 2 addrefled 



88 42 George 3. r. 63. 
atldreffed to him at luch Place within 
the faid United Kingdom as he fhall 
have previoufly given Notice in Wri- 
ting to the Poftmafter General, either at 
London or Dublin. 

authorized Several Perfons who, by to fend Virtue of any Adt of Parliament paffed 
anderany in the Parliament of Great Britain or f£™er Ireland, and now in Force, are autho- 

rized, in refpe£t of their Offices, to fend 
Votes, Proceedings in Parliament, and 
printed Newfpapers, free from the Duty 
-of Portage, fhall and may fend the fame 
within the United Kingdom, in fuch 
Manner as they have been accuftomed 
to do. 

Packets f0 XII. It fhall be lawful for His Ma- 
Speted jefty’s Poftmafter General in England 

and Ireland refpetftively, or any of the 
Officers employed under them, to exa- 
mine and fearch any Packet fent without 
a Cover, or in a Cover open at the Sides, 
in order to difeover whether any other 
Paper be inclofed with fuch printed Pa- 
per, and whether fuch printed Newfpa- 
pers fhall have been duly ftamped; and in 
Cafe any other Paper fhall be found to be 
fo inclofed, or there fhall be any Writing 

other 
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other than the Superfcription upon fuch 
printed Paper, or upon the Cover con- 
taining the fame, the whole of fuch 
Packet fhall be charged with Treble the 
Duty of Poftage ; and in Cafe any fuch 
Newfpaper fhall appear not to have 
been duly ftamped, every fuch Officer 
is hereby required to flop the fame, and 
fend it to the Commiflicners of the 
Stamp Duties, either at London or Dub- 
Un, as the Cafe may be. 

XIII. It fhall be lawful for any Per-Any Per. 
fon to fend printed Votes, Proceedings [°,"imay 

in Parliament, and printed Newfpapers,Votes, &r, 
by the Poll to Ireland, at the Rate of on paying’ 
id. only for the Carriage of each, andld’ 
alfo to fend any printed Newfpaper by 
the Poft from Ireland to England and 
Scotland at the fame Rate of 1 d.; fuch 
printed Votes, Proceedings, and printed 
Newfpapers, when fo fent, to be open 
at both Ends ; the faid Sum of 1 di tt> 
be paid when the fame fhall be pht in- 
to the Poft Office, and which fhall, on 
fuch Payment, be marked Poft paid, 
and the Money received thereon in 
Great Britain fhall be carried to the 
Revenue of the Poft Office of Great Bri- 

El 3 tain. 
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fain, and the Money received thereon 
in Ireland fhall be carried to the Reve- 
nue of the Poft Office of Ireland. 

theliand ^ any Perfon whatfoever fhall writing of forge or counterfeit the Hand-writing 
ber Sm- any Perfon in the Superfcription of any Letter or Packet to be fent by the 

Poft, in order to avoid the Payment of 
the Duty of Poftage, or forge or alter, ox 
fhall procure to be forged, counterfeited, 
or altered, the Date upon the Superfcrip- 
tion of any fuch Letter or Packet, or 
fhall write and fend by the Poft, or 
caufe to be written and fent by the Poft, 
any Letter or Packet, the Superfcription 
or Cover whereof fhall be forged or 
counterfeited, or the Date upon fuch 
Superfcription or Cover altered in order 
to avoid the Payment of the Duty of 
Poftage, knowing the fame to be forged, 
counterfeited, or altered, every Perfon 
fo offending, and being thereof convict- 
ed, fhall be deemed guilty of Felony, 
and be tranfported for Seven Years. 

Forty-fecond 



Forty-fecond 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. LXXXI. 

An A& for amending fo much 
of an Ad, palled in the Se- 
venth Year of the Reign of 
His prefent Majefty, as re- 
lates to the fecreting, em- 
bezzling, or dellroying any 
Letter or Packet fent by 
the Poll; and for the bet- 
ter Protedion of fuch Let- 
ters and Packets ; and for 
more effedually preventing 
Letters and Packets being 
fent otherwife than by the 
Poll.—[22d June 1802.] 

I. Whereas it is expedient to extend 
the Provifions of the 7 George 3. Chap. 
50. fo as to protect the Conveyance by 
the Poll of every Part or Parts of Secu- 
rities or laftruments therein mentioned, 

be 
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PeMons be it enacted, That if any Deputy, Clerk, 
LThe ]poft Agent, Letter Carrier, Poft-boy or Ri- 
cr^ingfe* ^er’ or any 0t;^er Perfon employed, or &c. Let- to be hereafter employed, in receiving, 
taking"" damping, forting, charging, conveying, 
rSy orCU* or delivering Letters or Packets, or in any Parts other Bufinefs relating to the Poll; Office, 

trc0' fhall fecrete, embezzle, or deftroy any 
Letter or Letters, Bag or Mail of Letters 
which they {hall be entrufted with, or 
which {hall have come to their Hands or 
Pofieffion, containing any Part or Parts 
of any fuch Security or Inftrument as 
in the faid recited Adi are defcribed or 
mentioned, or fhall fteal, or take out of 
any Letter or Packet, any Part or Parts 
of any fuch Security or Inftrument, 
every fuch Offender, being thereof con- 
vidted, {hall be deemed guilty of Fe- 
lony, and fuffer Death as a Felon, with- 
out Benefit of Clergy. 

procuring ^ any Perfon whatfoever, whe- 
officejs either employed in any Bufinefs relating 
office to to the Poll Office or not, fhall coun- 
fuchof- fel, command, hire, perfuade, procure, fences, or abet any fuch Deputy, Clerk, &c. 

to commit any Felony or Offence in 
the laid Ad, or in this Ad; or {hall, 
with a fraudulent Intention, buy or re- 

ceive 
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ceive the whole or any Part of any fuch 
Security or Inftrument, which, at the 
Time of buying or receiving thereof, 
he fhall know to have been contained 
in any fuch Letter or Letters, fo by 
any Deputy, Clerk, &c. fecreted, ftolen, 
or taken out thereof, that fhall come to 
their PofTeffion; and every Perfon fo 
offending, being thereof convided, fhall 
be deemed guilty of Felony, and fuffer 
Death as a Felon, without Benefit of 
Clergy, and may be tried, as well be- 
fore as after the Trial or Convidion of 
the principal Felon, whether he fhall 
have been apprehended, or fhall be ame- 
nable to Juftice or not. 

IV. If any Perfon or Perfons fhaH^^sfe' 
wilfully fecrete, keep, or detain, or be-Bags or 
ing required to deliver up by any Per-Letters 
fon whatfoever, employed in any Bufi-j^™*^ 
nefs relating to the Poft Office, fhall re-loft, 
fufe or wilfully negled to deliver up 
any Mail, or Bag of Letters fent, or 
made up in order to be fent by the 
Poft, or any Letter or Letters, Packet 
or Packets fent, or put for that Purpofe 
into any Poft Office, or to be fent by 
the Poft, and which Letters, Bag, or 
Mail of Letters fhall have been found 

by 



94 42 George 3. 81. 
by any Perfon, or fliaJI, through Acci- 
dent or Miftake, have been left aflhe 
Houfe of any Perfon, each and every 
Perfon fo offending fhall be deemed 
guilty of a Mifdemeanor, to be punifh- 
ed by Fine and Imprifonment. 

Forty-fecond 
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Forty-fecond 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. Cl. 

An Ad for repealing the Rates 
and Duties of Pottage upon 
Letters to and from France 
and the Batavian Republick 
from and to London^ and for 
granting other Rates and 
Duties in Lieu thereof; and 
for exempting from the 
Duty of Tonnage the Ships 
and Veflels to be employed 
in conveying the Mails of 
Letters from France to the 
United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland,—[26th 
yune 1802.] 

II. That, from the palling of this p^e
a

s
g“fon 

;A£t, it fhall be lawful for His Majefty’s Letters to 
iPoftmafter General and his Deputies, to Friend 
demand and take, for the Conveyance of 

all publick. 
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all Letters and Packets which fhall be 
fent by Poft from Londoti dire&ed to any 
Part of France, and from any Part of 
France unto London, according to the 
feveral Rates and Sums herein after 
mentioned, the fame being rated by the 
Letter or by the Ounce; (that is to fay), 

Single Letter lod. Double Letter 
is. 8d. Treble Letter 2s. 6d.; and for 
every Ounce in Weight 3 s. 4d. 

And for the Conveyance of all Let- 
ters and Packets from London directed 
to any Part of the Batavian Republick, 
and from any Part of the Batavian Re- 
publick unto London, according to the 
feveral Rates and Sums herein after 
mentioned, the fame being rated by the 
Letter or by the Ounce; (that is to fay), 

For every Single Letter 1 s. Double 
Letter 2 s. Treble Letter 3 s.; and for 
every Ounce in Weight 4s. 

APPENDIX. 
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Thirty-ninth & Fortieth 

GEORGE III. 

CHAP. XLVI. 

An Ad for the more eafy and 
expeditious Recovery of 
fmall Debts, and determi- 
ning Small Caufes in that 
Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland.—[30th May 1800.] 

II. That, from the ift Day of juf- 
1800, it Ihall be lawful for any Two deteire;nye 
or more Juftices of the Peace in Scot-g^rnsnot1' 
land, within their refpe&ive Counties e^c^ing 
or Stewartries, to hear and determine, ling. er 

as Ihall appear to them agreeable to 
Equity and good Confcience, all Caufes 
brought before them concerning the 
Recovery of Debts, or the making ef- 

I fe&ual 
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fe&ual any Demand: Provided, that 
the fame ihall not exceed the Value of 
5I. Sterling, exclufive of Cofts, and that 
in a fummary Way. 

III. All fuch Caufes fhall proceed 
fliaii be upon Petition or Complaint, which, be- 
upon!eded ing figned by the Juftice of Peace Clerk, 

or his Deputy by him appointed, or, in 
cafe of his failing to appoint, by a 
Clerk to be appointed within the re- 
fpe&ive Diftrid:s, fhall be a Warrant 
for any Peace Officer for fummoning 
the Defender to appear at the next 
Meeting of the Jurtices in the Diftrid 
of the County or Stewartry where he 
refides, the fame not being fooner than 
upon the 6th Day after the Date of the 
Citation ; and alfo for fummoning Wit- 
neffes to the fame Day and Place : Pro- 
vided, that a Copy of the faid Petition 
or Complaint, with the Citation annex- 
ed, and alfo a Copy of the Document 
of Debt, with the Names of the Wit- 
neffes, or other Means of Proof, fhall 
be delivered to the Defender perfonally, 
or at his Dwelling-houfe ; in which laft 
cafe, if the Defender does not appear, 
he fhall be cited a fecond Time, upon 
the Words de novo being either fub- 

joined 
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joined to the original Petition, and 
figned by any one Juftice, or written in 
the Procedure Book kept by the Clerk, 
and figned by the Juftices, to appear 
either at the next ftated Meeting, or an 
adjourned Meeting fixed by the Juftices 
at the firft Diet; which fecond Meeting 
lhall not be fooner than three Days from 
the Date of the firft, or, in Default, to be 
held as confefling the Debt; and the 
Peace Officer fhall, in both Cafes, return 
an Execution of Citation figned by him, 
or ftiall appear and give Evidence upon 
Oath of his having duly cited the De- 
fender : Provided, that, if the Defender 
fhall appear at any Time before fuch 
fecond Citation, and the Parties and 
Witneffes fhall be then ready, the Juf- 
tices may proceed to hear and deter- 
mine the Caufe. 

IV. The original Warrant fhall con-Warrant 
tain an Authority to the Officer to fum- [borizc' 
mon Witneffes, not only for the Pur-J^^.^ 
fuer but the Defender, if the Officer moned for 
fhall, at any Time before the Diet oftks!1 Par 

Appearance, be required by the Defen- 
der to cite fuch Witnefles. 

I 2 V. If 
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witneffes V. If the WitnefTes cited do not ap- 
pealing on pear, it fhall be competent to the Party 
Summonst0 aPP^X ^or a new Warrant for com- liabie to pelling them to attend at the next Meet- 

‘ J‘Ing; which Warrant may be figned by 
any one Juftice, and may require them 
to attend in order to give Evidence, 
under a Penalty not exceeding Twenty 
Shillings Sterling, to be awarded in De- 
fault of their Appearance, unlefs a rea- 
fonable Excufe be offered and fuftained, 
and to be recovered by the Party at 
whofe Inftance they were cited j or, in 
the Option of the Juftice, to be impri- 
foned for a certain Time in the County 
Prifon, not exceeding Ten Days. 

imfwit When the Parties fhall appear, neffes may the Juftices fliall hear them viva vocey 
mined "on and examine Witnefles upon Oath, and 
no Pradtf a^° t^e Parties by Declaration, or upon Ter of the Oath: Provided, that ho Perfon pra<fti- 
pkad!° hng the Law fliall be allowed to plead 

for them, either viva voce, or by Wri- 
ting ; nor fhall the Pleadings, or Mi- 
nutes, or Evidence, be taken down in 
Writing, or entered upon any Record. 

Defer der VII, If the Defender fliall not appear 
pearing,or by himfelf, or by one of his Family, 

and 
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and fliall not fend a fatisfa&ory Excufe,not fend- 
he fliall be held as confefling the Debt; fiacnUEx- 
but, if a fufficient Excufe fliall be made,™^’..^^ 
fo as to induce the Juftices to adjourn^ontcfling 
the Meeting to another Day, it fliall be “e c 

competent for them to make fuch Ad- 
journment, and the Parties and Wit- 
nefles fliall be ordered then to attend. 

VIII. Where a Decree has gone in Matters^ 
Abfence, it fliall be ftill competent fortTeard^on 
the Defendant, upon configning theQ^1" 
Sums decreed for in the Clerk’s Hand,tions- 
and making Intimation of this to the 
Purfuer perfonally, or by two Citations 
at his Dwelling-houfe, at any Time be- 
fore the Days of the Charge elapfe, to 
have the Matter re-heard at the follow- 
ing Court Day; and, in like Manner, 
where Abfolvitor has pafled in Abfence, 
it fliall be competent for the Purfuer, 
upon configning 2 s. 6d. and giving the 
like Notice to the other Party, to have 
the Caufe again called at the next Court 
Day, the 2 s. 6d. being paid over to the 
Defender, in order to defray his pre- 
vious Expence. 

IX. In cafe it fliall be proved, that Juftices 
the Non-attendance of Parties or Wit-^flioffi- 

I 3 nelfes 
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cers for nefTes has been occafioned by any Fai- Faiiurc of jure 0£ j)uty on part Qf f^g Officer, 

and that he has returned a falfe Execu- 
tion, it ffiall be in the Power of the 
Juftices to puniffi him, by a Fine to the 
Poor, not exceeding 20 s. or Imprifon- 
ment, not exceeding 10 Days. 

clerk to x. The Clerk ffiall keep a Book, 
Tran- wherein ffiall be entered a Tranfcript of 
Petitions^ the Petition or Complaint, with the 
crees^e" ■^)ate °f giving it in, the feveral Delive- rances of the Juftices, and the final 

Judgment, with the Date thereof; which 
laft ffiall be figned by the Juftices pre- 
fent, or by their Prefes, if more than 
Two are prefent; and a Copy of the 
faid Decree ffiall, by the Clerk, be an- 
nexed to the principal Petition or Com- 
plaint, containing Warrant for arrefting 
or poinding the Effedts of the Defender, 

Decree to or ^or comi:nitt:ing bim to Prifon ; which be War- Copy being figned by the Clerk, and 
Execu^ delivered to the Party in whofe Favour tion. ^e fame is granted, ffiall be a Warrant 

for Execution, after the Expiration of 
Six free Days from the Date of pro- 
nouncing the Decree, if the Party againft 
whom it is given has been prefent in 
Court when it was pronounced ; or, if 

. be 
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he has not, Execution ifhall only pro- 
ceed after a Charge of Six free Days 
given by the Officer againft the Party, 
and to which Charge the Officer ffiall 
make Oath, if required. 

XL The Form of the Poinding fhall 
be fummary, viz. by carrying the Ef- 
fects poinded to the neareft Market 
Town, or Kirk Town, or Village with- 
in the Parifh, and, after getting the fame 
duly, apprifed, felling them between the 
Hours of 11 and 12 Forenoon, at the 
Crofs or moft publick Place, after One 
Hour’s Notice given by a Crier by pub- 
lick Roup, to the higheft Bidder, re- 
turning the Overplus (if any) to the 
Owner, after deducing what is allowed 
for Poinding and Sale ; and, if the Ef- 
feds are not fold, delivering them over 
at the apprifed Value to the Creditor, to 
the Amount of the Debt, and Allow- 
ance for Poinding: Provided, that in 
cafe the Place of Sale is not a Market 
Town, but only a Kirk Town or Vil- 
lage, the Place and Time of Sale fhall 
be advertifed Two Days at leaft before 
the Day of Sale, at the Door of the Pa- 
rifh Church, upon Sunday after the 
Forenoon Sermon. 

XII. The 
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iwftl<order The Juftices may dire£l the Sums the Debts found due to be repaid by Inftalments, 
byWeekly or Monthly, according to the 
merits. Circumftances of the Parties found liable, 

and under fuch Conditions as they fhall 
think fit to annex. 

Decreenot XIII. The Decree given by the Juf- 
Advoca-° tic63 ihali not be fuhjedt to Advocation tion. nor Sufpenfion; and in cafe either Party 
be found*0 ftall afterwards infill in an Adion of 
where a Redudion before the Court of Seffion, 
?s brought!for fetting afide the Proceedings, he 

fhall, before he is heard in fuch Adion, 
be obliged to find fufficient Caution, and 
to lodge the fame in the Hands of the 
Clerk of Court, for Payment of fuch 
Expences as may be awarded againft 
him ; nor fhall fuch Adion be compe- 
tent after the Expiration of One Year 
from the Date of the Decree. 

The foi- XIV. That the following, and no 
Feesto be higher Fees, fhall be allowed and taken, taken. viz. 

s. d. 
To the Clerk of Court for draw- 

ing up Petition and Complaint — 6 
For entering and tranferibing the 

fame in his Book - - — 6 
To 
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j-. d. 

To the Clerk for a Copy of Ser- 
vice - - - - — 2 

To him for figning ami entering 
the fame in his Book - - — 4 

To the Clerk for entering the 
Appearance of a Defender — 6 

To him for every Oath - - — 4 
To him for the Decree contain- 

ing the Warrant of Execution — 6 
To him for Warrant to cite De- 

fender’s Witnefles, or any other 
Warrant or Order - - — 4 

To the Crier for calling the 
A&ion - - - — 1 

To the Officer for fummoning 
the Defender orWitneffes, on 
giving any of the Notices re- 
quired by this A&, each Time — 4 

To him for the Execution of 
Arreftment of the Defender’s 
Effe&s - - - — 6 

To him and the Affiftants for 
poinding the Effects - - 2 — 

To him and his Affiftants for 
felling the fame - - 2 — 

To him and his Affiftants for 
Execution againft the Defen- 
der’s Perfon - - 3 — 

To 
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s. d. 

To the Officer for every Mile 
he fhall travel into the Coun- 
try - - - - — 4 

And to each Affiftant, where Af- 
fiftance is necefTary - - — 3 

A Copy of which Table of Fees, figned 
by the Clerk, fhall be hung up in every 
Place for holding of Courts, and in his 
Office; and the faid Fees fhall be fub- 
jedt to the Modification of the Juftices. 

Fines to be XV. An Account to be kept by the 
Foor!°1 C Clerk of Court of all Fines awarded by 
Excep- the Juftices; (excepting Penalties for nous. Witnefies on Non-appearance, which are 

to be paid to the Parties at whofe In- 
ftance they were fummoned ;) and fhall 
be paid to the Poor, in fuch Manner as 
the faid Juftices fhall diredt. 

make of0 XVI. The Juftices of the Peace for vilions of each County or Stewartry fhall, at their Counties. or any after Meeting of the Quar- 
ter Seffions, make fuitable Divifions of 
the County or Stewartry into Diftridts, 
within which they fhall meet at a con- 
venient Place in each Diftridt, upon the 
iirft Monday of every Month, (or upon 

fuch 
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fuch other lawful Day of the firft Week 
of every Month, as they at their Quarter 
Seffions fhall fix,) at 11 of the Clock 
Forenoon, in order to carry the Purpofes 
of this Adi into Execution ; and which 
Monthly Meetings may be adjourned 
to any other lawful Day of the Month, 
to be held at the fame Place; and the Quarter 
Quarter Seffions ffiall at the fame Timeorder.11^ 
appoint the Place of Meeting in each Meetings 
Diftridt, of which they ffiall order duet«begivcn. 
Notice to be given by Advertifement at 
the Church Doors of every Pariffi, at 
lead Two Sundays after the Places are 
certified. 

XVII. In cafe the Tuftice of Peace ifthecierk /-'ll 1 -rx • tnallfailto Clerk ffiall rail to name a Deputy m name a 
each of the faid Diftridts, on or beforeDeputir' 
the Time appointed for each Diftridt 
Meeting, or before any fubfequent Meet- 
ing, of which the faid Clerk has had 
perfonal Notice, the Juftices are em- 
powered to name a Clerk for that Dif- 
tridl, who ffiall be removable by any 
fubfequent Quarter Seffions, and another 
Clerk may then be appointed by the 
faid Quarter Seffions, from Time to 
Time, as they ffiall fee Caufe. 

XVIII. For 
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Quarterat XVIII. For the better regulating the Seffions Proceedings of the faid Juftices, it fhall 
SmfSebe lawful for them, at their Quarter Sef- 
pofesof fi°ns> to make fuch Rules and Orders as this Ad. fhall feem moft expedient and condu- 

cive for the Purpofe of this Adt; and 
being fo made, they fhall be in Force, 
and kept and obferved by the faid Juf- 
tices and their Officers, and the Suitors 
before them, until the fame fhall be re- 
pealed or varied by the Juftices at their 
Quarter Seffions, or by the Lords of 
Seffion or Jufticiary in Edinburgh^ or 
by the Circuit Courts of Jufticiary, upon 
Application of any Two or more Juf- 
tices of the Peace. 

No Mem- XIX, No Privilege fhall be allowed 
Court anyt0 exempt any Perfon liable to be fum- 
from the moned by virtue of this Ad, from the jurifdic- Jurifdidtion of the faid Juftices, on Ac- 
juftices!hc count of his being a Member of any 

other Court of Juftice. 

extend to° XX. Provided, that this Ad fhall not certain extend to any Debt for Rent, upon a Cafes. Tack or real Contrad, where the Title 
of any Lands or Tenements may come 
to be brought in Queftion, nor to any 
other Debt that may arife concerning 

the 
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the Validity of any Will, or Contract 
of Marriage, although the fame {hall not 
amount to the Sum of 5I. Sterling; nor 
to any Debt won at any Horfe Race, 
Cock Match, or any Kind of Gaming ; 
or any Debt or Demand on Account of 
any Spirituous Liquors. 

XXI. The Magiftrates of Edinburgh Magi- 
fhall have full power and liberty, as Juf-^Xr^ 
tices of the Peace, at their weekly yay.de' „ * . . ' termine Courts, to hear and determine, m acaafes, 
fummary Manner, all Caufes brought demands 
before them concerning the Recovery of^^* 
Debts, or the making effedlual any De-4oi.&o^. 
mand againft all Perfons refiding within 
the faid City and Liberties thereof, as 
defcribed in a Royal Charter in Favour 
of the City, dated the 23d Ottober 1636, 
provided that the Debt or Demand {hall 
not exceed the Value of 40I. Scots. 

XXII. In every Cafe where the Claim Where;he 
or Demand {hall not exceed the afore-not™ceed 
faid Sum of 401. Scotsy the Provifions ^‘p^’ 
herein contained {hall be obferved and fions of 
putin Execution by the faid Magiftrates be obi?r-0 

of Edinburgh at their faid weeklyved- 
Courts j and that their Decrees {hall be 

K put 
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put in Execution in the fame Way and 
Manner as herein before directed, rela- 
tive to the Proceedings before and by 
the other Juftices of the Peace. 

The junf- XXIII. The Jurifdidion of the Juf- 
judices0 tices of the Peace in Scotland, fo far as 
regulated^not regulated by this prefent Ad, fhall to remain remain entire, and be exercifed in the en lre' fame Manner as they are entitled to ex- 

ercife the fame before the palling of this 
Ad. 

INDEX. 
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