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TO THE 

READER. 

rp HE fubjeft of this Book, however melancholy it may 
JL appear to fame, yet it is neceffary unto all ; feeing the word of God, and our own experience do allure us, that f* man who is born of a woman, is of few days, and full of | rouble and that he “ is born to trouble, as the fparks fly Upward.” Nay, God’s deareft children arc not exempted prom this common fate. We fee what is the chara&er God giveth his church, Ifa. liv, it. O thou affii&ed, and tolfed with tempeft, and not comforted ! If in this world then we mull look for tribulation, it is aighly neceflary for every man to feek direction how to pro- vide for it, and behave under it, fo as he may glorify God, tdify others, and attain to eternal happinefs at lad. The tri ■ dilations we have to look for here are manifold ; but among |hefe that are outward, I know none about which men ought jo be more thoughtful and concerned, than bodily ficknefs, 'taat ufual harbinger of death, and which ulhers the way to judgment. This is a fubjeft not much handled in public fermons, which sre delivered only to them that are in health, the fick being Incapable to attend them. Wherefore it feems the more ne- celfary to handle it in writing, that fo the afflicted may have a book in their houfes, and at their bed- tides, as a monitor to oreach to them in private, when they are reftramed from heat- ing fermons in public. : And though lometimes minifters’ fermons may be very fuit- tble to the cafe of the fick and affli&ed ; yet, alas ! the molt :iart are carelefsand forgetful hearers of thefe things while iiey are in health and profperity, as reckoning the evil day at ome diftance from them. A book then, fuch as the follow- .hg Directory, being with them in time of ficknefs and afflic- 
-ion, may, by the divine bit fling, be ufcful to bring to theif Az 



To the READER. iv 
remembrance thefe counfels and admonitions wbich they very j much negleded in the time of their health. Again, minifters of gofpel, though never fo much in- clined to attend the ftck, yet by reafon of difability and , multiplicity of other work, cannot be always with them, to direct, refolve; and comfort them. But fuch a book as this | they may have Sill at hand to confult with. And in regard the affii&ed, for the moil part, are out of cafe to read for themfelves, it would be a moll charitable work for friends Or neighbours that attend them, to lay hold on proper feafons for reading fucli a book as this ju their hear- ing, and efpecially fuch chapters or dire&ions as; they judge ■ moll fuitable for them. Thus yotj might be helped in fome meafure to exoner your confciences* and do your lad offices of kiiednefs to your fick and dying friends, when you can ferve them no longer in this world. 1 might have brought in, and handled fome controverfies fhad I been fond of them) in the tmfuing treatife, about the adminiftration of the Lord's fupper to the lick, and about the extreme un&ion, which fome alfo begin to plead for, and thence having taken occafion to touen at fome other new ufages, fuch as the Middle .States Prayers for the Dead, and : other Popifh errors* that fome (called Proteftants) would have revived and introduced among; us. But I have's indullrioufly f fhunned what is controverfial, and kept clofe to what is prac- 
tical, and owned by all true Chriltians. For preventing the growth of thefe, and other errors, (from which this nation hath been much longer free than others,) • I wilh all ranks among us would c'ofely obferve the facred rule1 r of faith, God's word, and remember the folemn and national , engagements wc of this land are under, to maintain the pure truths of God therein contained, in oppofition to all forts of error, whether Popifh, Pelagian, Arian, Aminomian, &c. Jj And may wc ever abhor the do&rlne that would teach us to | break thefe bands afunder. Have we not ground this day, to fufpeft that Satan is'i carrying on a deep and fubtle plot for fnaking our covenanted i reformation, and weakning a Proteflant interell ? when, upon: f the one hand, fome are beginning openly to advance and pro- j pagate the old abjured PopiHi dodlrines, which our reformers did throw cut, and with axes and hammers would go at once [f 
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td cut down all our carved work ; and at the fame time, on 

' the other hand, forae would be at the breaking down theex- I cellent fences of our reformation, viz. our covenants, confef- , fions, tlie magiftrates power, lAc. For this end, papers are 
’ ! fpread, and poiitions aovanctd, impugning the wanantablenefs of our national covenants and confeffions, and the obligatior* thereof ; rtfietSing alfo upon our worthy reformers and ancef- , tors, as unenlightened, who framed and took them, or died adhering thereunto; and alfo denying the magiltrate’s power circa facrdy (for the fupport oftruth, .and fupp re fling of here- 

\ lies), acknowledged by the word cf God, and our Confeffiou of Faith.; and alf this forfooth, to make way for a toleration 
>'! of all errors and feds among us : though they Cannot but . . know, that toleration of falfe religions is exprehly ranked a- ■ [ mong the fins forbidden in the fecond commandment, accord- • ! ing to the expofition of our L-arger Catechifm ; and is .alfo i condemned by the xxiiid chapter of our Confeffion ; in both 
' ; which we may fee the clear feripture-texts, cited by the Af- "i iembiy, for refuting and condemning any fuch tokrarion. Ah ! what joy may all this caufe at Rome ! therefore tell it 1 i not in Gath, &c. i ^ As the Lord did fignally countenance ourweformers’ prac- ■ ; tice, in entering into folemn and'national covenants with God,. ■ and among themfelves, for religion and reformation, by the " pouring out of his Spirit from on high, for bringing in of • - many fouls to himfelf, and for overturning idolatry and fupsr- 

fiitior^and advancing reformation to a great pitch, in fpiee of *. , ail the enemies and difficulties that were ill the way ; fo their V : pra&ice of national convenanting, even under the New-Tef- ^ lament difpenfation, is fufficiently warranted both by the light 11* * of nature, and by the word of God, and that in both Telta- ■, ments. And this will appear, if we confider the fccipture- i- precedents, together with the prornifes and prophecies of ttie ■ Old Teltament relating to gofpel-tiines, and compare them i^ . with the New ; and efpecially thefe which foretel the un- churching of the Jewifli nation, and the ingrafting of the Gcn- " ; tile nations in their room ; and that thereupon the national ; church-date and privileges of the Jews, were to be'transferred ,i;' to Chriflian nations, and particulaily this of being nationally “ ^ in covenant with God Which prophecies are to have their 
^ fpecial and full accomplifhment at Babylon-s downfal. For jilluftrating thefe points, and applying the fcrjptute-texts re. 
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lative thereto, I might expatiate in feveral flieets of paper, if ' it were proper here. 1 /hall only at this time cite fome of the I texts that may be well irpproven to the forefaid purpofes ; ! which the reader may turn to, and confider at his leifuie, fuch ; as Ifi. xix. i8, 2t'i 23, 24, 25, Ifa. xlv 23 Jer. 1. 4, 5. the hct. Ixi. and Ixii. chapter, of Jfaiah thtoughont. I fa. lv. 3, 4, 5 . , Micah iv. 1, z. Zech viii. 21, 22, 23. Rev. it. (5 Rom. xi. | r7419. Rom. x. 12, 19. Matth. iii. 5. 6 Acls via. 6, 12, 2 I Cor. viii. 5 Matth. xxi. 43. Rom. ix. 2-4, 25, 26. compared with Hof. i. 9, to, 11. Hof. ii. 23. Likewife I might cite feveral prophecies with rcipedt to the iflands, and utmoii ends i of the earth, which were peopled by Japhet, that have a very 1 peculiar and favourable afpeil to this covenanted land. Beftdes all which, it is evident from the firit and great com* maud of the law, which is directed to Ifrael as a nation, and obligatory under the New ^Teitament as well as the Old, that > it is a moral duty univerlally and perpetually binding upon na- tions and focieties, as well as Tingle perfons, to chufe, ac- , knowledge, amk avouch the JLord to be their God, to walk in his way?, <|od keep his ftatuteS. This is required in the lirll cominanduient,.Recording to the expofnion of our Larger Catechifm ; aiu$fs there confirmed by thefe texts, that warrant and exemplify the praftice of national covenanting, fuch as Dent. xxvi. ifi, 17. Jblh. xxiv. 22. In fuch a national way did our fathers of old acknowledge and avouch the Lord to be 
their God, and devpte themfclvea and their pofterity to the Lord. And bldfed be the Lord our God, who did many ways declare himfelf to be well pleafed with the bargain, and efpecially by filling the temple with his glory. As the prophets and godly Jews were at great pains to con- vey to polterity hiitorical accounts of the wonderful deliver- ances God wrought for Ifrael at the Red-fea, and !Q refeuing them from Egypt, Babylon, and other enemies : fo it would be ufeful to fortify our reformation, if we were careful to hand down to the rifing generation a fenfe of God’s diitinguilhing I 
mercies to this land, in delivering us from fpiritual Babylon, and in refeuing us from time to time from thefe captains that hfcve fought to led us back thither. Many a time hath he de- ! livered us, when we have been brought veiy low. By many intlances it hath appeared, that the glorious Jeho* hath not been alhamed to own hii» covenant-relation to 
this finful and unworthy land. God forbid that we of this age 
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I ftould be afhamed to own our covenant relation to him. Thia hath been both our glory and our fafety 5 and 1 hope, there will Hill be found a remnant to own it, and plead it with God in the time of danger. Surely, it i«i not time now io dilciaim it, when the enemies of our Zion are combining together^ and Peeking to raze h£r to the foundation. Let all her lovers cry ! mightily to her. covenanted Lord, in her behalf, in thefe Ihak- , iug times : let them join to put up that prayer of the Pfal. milt, Pfal. Ixviii. a8. “ Strengthen, O God, that which thou halt wrought-for us and that of Habakkuk, Hab.Jii, 2. ’ “ O Lord, revive thy work in the midtl of the years.” 

May 27. 1727- N. B. The fortfaid digreffibn in tke preface to the fitll edt- • tion was occalioneJ by the broaching of fome Se&arian no- 1 tions, which introduced great reelings and (bakings in this •corner, and other parts of this church j fince which time, alas! (he hath* enjoyed little peace within her walls, or profperity ; within her palaces 5 but, i nit tad thereof, {he hath been toffed with tempeds and ttoubles of various kinds, whereby the chiL' dren of Zion have been brought and ttill lie under great diltrefs and affli&ion. ! The firft impreffion of this book being difpofed of, and a 1 fecond called for, l have the more readily confented to it, at ;ithis time of general calamity and dillrefs, feeing the book is in- tended as a dire&ory to Chriltians under affliction, whatever ilfort it be. It cannot but be obvious to every ierious obferver, that the Lord’s judgments are in the earth at this day, and that the inhabitants of this land are generally vifited with ca- lamities of divers kinds, both fpiriiual and temporal; which .makes a Directory how to manage and carry under them the ’more feafonable and jieceffaty- Ah ! the fold’s hand is vifibly lifted up againft us at this day, and hath' been for fome years palt, in (hutting up. the church’s womb, blatting gofpel ordinances, and withdrawing his Spirit from the affcmblies of his people, and from our judi- 
catories. The flood gate is opened for error, infidelity, and i loofenefs to overfpread the land : fo that the gofpel of Chrilt, the holy fcripturee, and all revealed religion, are contemned •and ridiculed by many. “ The anger of the Lord hath di- ivided us both in church and flare, and hath mingled a per- verfe fpirit in the midft of us yea, hath made fuch woful 

^breaches amongft godly rainilLrs and Chriflians, who are aim- 
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mg at the fame things, that no balm can be found for healing- 

them. There 4s a way opened for a carnal felf-feeking mini- flry to get into the vineyard, when faithful labourers are thruft out, and godly preachers and ttudents are difcouraged from entering in. Not a few Chriftian .congregations, who lately were harmonious and united in partaking of gofptd-ordinances, are now fo miferabiy rent and fcattered tiirough mournful intru fions, and dividing courfes, that they cannot worlhip God to- gether ; and many of them are wandering like dieep having, no Ihepherd, exp.ofed to beaftsof prey, and liable to perilh in a ftate of ignorance or negligence. Likewife, the Lord’s hand is remarkably lifted up againft us, in the variety of temporal judgments and calamities bi ought upon us within a very Ihort time bypaft. Sometimes the Lord, fends forth his ftormy winds with extraordinary violence, fo 
as to carry terror and dellruftion alongfl with them both by fea and land, and even threaten to bury us in the ruiiif ofour 
houfes. Sometimes he fends fuch long continued- rains in time of harveit, as threaten to deftroy the whole crop be- fore our eyes. Sometimes fuch extraordinary dorms of frod and fnow, as to bind up the waters and mills, that food cannot be prepared for-us, and we are ready tofamidi in midh of plenty. Sometimes he fends fuch dedruftive dorms of lightening and thunder from heaven, and kindles fuch violent fires on earth, that whole cities with their inhabitants are like to be confumed therewith. Upon our neighbouring countries dreadful inun- dations have been fentof late, for deilroying the inhabitants w’ith their cattle and effects. Again, God hath vifited us with longcontinued drought, cold, and unnatural dorms in the fpring, and fometimes with frod in midft of fummer, which have brought on extraordinary fcarcity and dearth of viftual ; fo. that there are great diforders committed in the land by riots and tumults for want of food* and multitudes of families are diffolved andferctd to wander begging their bread; and the cattle affo at e familhed for want of grafs and food to fudain them. In the mean time we are engaged in war with cruel e- nemies, who feize our (hips, cany our countrymen captive, throw them into dungeons andnoifome prifons, where they ufe them barbaroufly ; yea, much of their blood is (bed, and many valuable lives are loll in our defence. And befides our other calamities, we fuffer greatly through decay of trade and mer- chandife, and penury of money : in many places merchants, tradel'menand artificers want bpfinefsj theic is no work nor 
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•hire for labourers and for thofe who would ufe honed induftry •for bread whether men or women ; fo that want is “ come - upon us asone that travelleth, and poverty like an armed man;" and many are reduced to extreme mifery, and ilarving circum- Hances for lack of bread. By all which proceedings it appears that ? God hath a pecu» liar controverfy with Scotland, and threatens to punifh her remarkably for her heinous fins ami provocations. The Lord's hand hath been long lifted up againlt us, and now it is higher .lifted up than ever ; and the higher it is lifted up, the blow is like to be the feverer when given. He hath fent mimy lefler flrokes and judgments upon us, as forerunners and warnings of greater, which he hath ft ill in referve for us, if we repent not ; for his magazine is far from being exhauded. As there are many caufes for thefe calamities of ours, fo I think thtre is a principal one mentioned, Matth. xxiv. 12. ‘* Iniqui- ty doth abound, and the love of many is waxed cold." In- fidelity, immorality, and contempt of the gofpel, arc come to a prodigious height; our heatts are become cold and frozen tmChritt and his intereft, to his people and holy laws ; for which caufe God is provoked to fend fuch judicial cold and frofls upon our land, aud the fruits of the earth, fo as to mar and diminifli our crops, and reduce both men and beads ,'to the greatell flraits.—• -And yet fo great is our impeni- tency and perverfenefs, that we will not fee the Lord's hand, ^nor be reformed by all thefe judgn* nts. It might well be expefted, when the Lord’s judgments are fo vifibly in the earth, that not only his people by profefiion, but even the inhabitants of the world would learn righteouf- nefs, according to Ifa. xxvi. 9. But, alas ! fo perverfe are we in walking contrary to God, that neithet the inhabitants ofthe worldi nor thefe who profefs to be feparated from the world, will alter their courfet nor learn righteoufnefs ; nay, inftead of that, many are learning ftill more wickednefs. “ Shall I not vifit for thefe things ? faith the Lord : and (hall not my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as this ?” Alas ! hath he not been provoked to fay concerning us, as he did concerning his ancient people. Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. “ If ye will not be reformed by thefe things, but will walk contrary unto me ; then will 1 alfo walk contrary unto you, and will bring feven times more plagues upon you, according to your fins.” And like wife to fay unto us as unto them, “ When ye fpread forth your hands, I. will hide mine eyes frem you ; and when 
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ye fail and make many prayers. I will not hear ; but 1 will ,[ confume you with the fword, with the famine, and with the I peftilence,” as in Ifa. i. 15. Jer. xiv. 12.- The fword, famine, and peililence, are God’s three mortal ,1; 

v arrows, which he commonly threatens to (hoot againtl impeni- [• tent and incoirigihle offenders. Two of thefe are already (hot .1 againil us : the fword is drawn, and much of our countrymen’s I ;- blood is already died ; and what further dreams of it my flow before it be put up in its (heath, God only knows.- The evil ar* j row of famine (as God calls it, Ezek. v. 16.) isl et fly againft us at the fame time, and famine is the arrow which is the fored 11, of the three. When it was put to David’s choice which of the I three he would be the butt of, he would not chufe famine. | The prophet Joel doth bewail and deprecate this judgment in J y the mod pathetic manner, and calls the whole land to fivding I and prayer for removing it, Joel i. 10, 14. and we fee, when I God is mod angry, and threatens to fpend his arrows upon a guilty people, he begins with the arrow of famine, as the for- || red, as in Dent, xxxir. 23,. 24 “ i. will fpend mine arrows |! “ upon them ; they (hall be burnt with hunger.” And we fee I ■what the Spi -it of God faith of thefe who die by this arrow, I Dam iv. 9. “They that be (lain with the fword are better than they that be (lain with hunger ; for thefe pine away, 
dricken through for want of the fruits of the field ;’\and there- | fore their death is mod lingering and miferable. Likewife j famine ufeth to bring on tl a mod noifome and mortal difeafes, li and frequently the pedilence doth follow upon the back of I famine. Ji'it not high time then, for our land to take the J alarm, when God begins to (hoot his evil arrows ? When the J lion roars, it becomes us to fear, yea, to humble ourfelves in I the dud, and mourn for our inquities, which kindle the fire of I his wrath Let us fearch and try our way|, and turn again to the Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted : and particularly, let us ' i 
mourn for and turn from thefe fins which the word of God || points oiit as bringing on famine ; fuch as, I. Afcribing our j, earthly comforts and bleflings to uther things than God, the true author. This fin we find threatened with fcarcity and ‘ji famine, Jer. xliv. 17, 26, 27. Hof. ii. 5, 9. 2. Perverting of jj; plenty to'luxury and prodigality, fenfqality and excefs, re- jl veilings and dancings, balls and affemblies. We fee how thefe are threatened, Ifa. v. 11, 12, 13. Amos vi. 4, 6, 7. 3. Re- I ^ jetting the bread of life, and defpifing the food of. our fouls. 11 
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God ufetb to punlfh men for this fin, by depriving them of bread for their bodies, Jer. xi. 21, 22. 4. Mens minding their own things more than the things of God ; and negle&ing to build his houfe, and put refpeft upon his ordinances. Upon fuch accounts-God brings on fcarcity and famine. Hag. i. 9, IO, II. 5. Covenant-breaking, and dealing cruelly with the poor, or with ftrangers that live among us ; it is for thefc fins that God fent the three years famine upon the land of Ilrael, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. Morover, let us look upon all thefe temporal ftorms and calamities which are come, or coming upon the land, as warn- ings to prepare for a more awful ftorm that we muft all meet with, namely, the ftorm of death and judgment ; let us (land habitually prepared for that fjorm, and then other ftorms will not fo much affeft us. If it be afked, What we lhall do to Ije fafe in the time of that trying ftorm ? the anfwer is, Let us fee that we be among the broken in heart, or fincere penitents, •who are heartily grieved forall known fins : that we be true believers in Chrift, who truft in nothing but his righteoufnefs and merits for juftification and falvation : that we be born a- gain, and made new creatures by a faving change both in heart , and life : that it be our great bufinefsto clear up our evidences 1 of peace with God through Chrift, and our title to the man- ! fions which he hath purchafed by his blood. O that God’s ^judgments, when they are in the earth, were means to awaken • us to flee from the wrath to come, to Chrift our refuge ! • When the floods of great water*»ure fvvelling up to the brim, our only fafety is to fecure a hiding-place in Chrift’s wounds. Let us follow the example of Noah, who when he faw the the flood coming, took warning, and prepared an ark for ,faving himfelf and his houfehold, Heb. xi. 7. Let us even imi- tate the Egyptians that feared the Lord 5 they, when warned of the dreadful ftorm of hail that was coming on the land, made their fervants and cattle to flee into the houfes, Exod. ix. 20. God hath in mercy provided chambers for his people to hide themfelves in when ftorms are coming, even the chambers of his attributes and promifes, and the chambers of Chrift’s wounds and interceffion ; in thefe only we can find fafety : let • us then enter into them by faith, when he invites us, Ifa. xxvi. J0,2I. ' Seeing, in thefe evil days, we have fo many harbingers and 
‘forerunner* of death before our eyes, ii will be highly our wif- 



xii Comfortable Texts 
dom to keep ourfelves ft ill in a waiting pofture, always ready and willing to die. What is there in this weary land to tempt us to defire to abide in it ? Is it not a land overwhelmed with | fin and forrow ? O believers, are you tofled with tempeftshere? Seek the wings of a dove, that you may flee away, and be at * reft. Be habitually defiring to depart, that you may be with, j Chrift. Surely for you to die is gain, yea, infinite gain ! j What are the imaginary pleafures of this world to the real liappinefs of the next ? Though the ftruggles of death be j grievous to nature, yet the gain of dying fhould reconcile you j. to it. You do not flick at the trouble of putting off your i' cjoaths at night, to gain a little reft to your bodies ; and why i fhould you flick at unclothing yourfelves of the garment,of } flefli at God’s call, to gain everlafting reft toyour fouls, and j l the fruition of Chrift’s glorious prefence for ever ? Let the j t thoughts of this gain put you upon ufing all means to get - your hearts weaned from the love of the world, and its com-11 forts. Keep the mantle of earthly enjoyments hanging loofcj* i about you, efpecially in thefe calamitous times, that fo it may ' be eafily dropt when death comes to carry you to the eternal > world. O for more of the lively faith of that world, and of f him that is the Lord and purchafer of it ! But feeingthis fub- 1 jeft is more largely infifted on in the book itfelf, 1 ftiail add j i] no more here upon it. Only 1 (hall fubjoin a colleftion of' 
feme fweet and comfortable texts of fcripture, very proper for } , dying believers tn meditate and feed on by faith, to grip to * 
and plead with God, and fuck confolation from, when they j ■*, have a near profpeft of going through the dark valley, and , entering into the unknown regions of eternity. God’s word j. will then be our hope. 

Comfortable Texts for Dying Believers. 
COME unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft, Matth. xi, 28. Him that com- : 1 cth to me, I will in no wife caft out, John vi. 37. In my Father’s houfc are many manfions ; if it were not 
fo, 1 would have told you: 1 go to prepare a place fcr you. | 



Con/orfaUe Texts- xiii 
;/I will come again, and receive you to myfelf, that where 1 am ‘there ye may he alfo, John xiv. z, 3. Becaufe I live ye fliall live alfo, John xiv. 19. Christ faith “ Surely I come quickly.” Anfw. “ Amen. [.Even fo, come Lord Jefus,” Rev. xxii. 2C. There remaineth a reft to the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. T have waited for thy falvation O Lord, Gen-xlix. 16. Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, mine eyes have feeti thy falvation, Luke ii 29, 30. He is the rock, and his work is perfeA, Deut. xxxii. 4. Being confident that he which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift, Phil- i 6. 1 know that my Redeemer livcth, and that be fitall ftand at : the latter day upon the earth. And though after my fkin worms deftroy this body, yet in my fleftr fhall I fee God whom I (hall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes (hall behold, and not another ; though my reins be confumed within me, Job’ xix 35, 26, 27. Although my houfe be not fo with God 5 yet he hath made with me an everlafting covenant, ordered in all things and fure : ;for this is all my falvation and all my defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
| Yea, though 1 walkthrough the valleyof the (hadowof death, 1 will fear no evil ; for thou art with me Pfal. xxiii. 4. Into thine hand I commit my fpirit : thou haft redeemed * me, O Lord God of truth, Pfal. xxxi. 5. 

1 For this God is our God for ever and ever ; he will be our guide even unto death, Pfal. xlviii. 14. Thou (halt guide me with thy counfel, and afterwards re- ceive me to thy glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and ’there is none upon earth 1 defire befides thee. My flefh and my heart faileth : nut God is the (Length of my heart, and my portion for ever. Pfal. Ixxiii. 24, 25, 26. The facrifices of God area broken fpirit : a broken and a contrite heart O God, thou wilt wilt not defpife Pfal. !i. 17. O that I had wings like a dove ! for then would I fly away, land be at reft. I would haften my efeape from the windy itorm and ttmpeft, Pfalm. Iv. 6. 8. Though we have lain among the pots, yet (hall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with filver and her feathers with yel- low gold, Pfal. Ixviii 13. The blood of Jefus Chrift his fon cleanfeth us from all fin, 
John 1 7 Having boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood of 

Jcfua, Heb. x. 19. B 



xiv for Dying Believert 
He hath faid, I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. Jefti» Chrift the fame yeflerday to-day and for ever, Heb. xiii. 5, 8. Though he flay me yet will 1 truft in him, Job xiii. 15. In bis name (hall the Gentiles trull, Matth. xii. 2. Blefled are all they that put their truft in him, Pfal. ii- 12. r He knoweth our frame, he remembercth that we are dull, Pfalm ciii- 14. I lothe it, I would not live alway, Job vii. i6- y We know that if our earthly houie of this tabernacle were difiblved, we have a building of God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. We are willing rather to be abfent from the body, and prefent with the Lotd, 2 Cor v-1,8. For me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. Having a de- fire to depart, and to be with Chrift ; which is far better, Phi- lip, i. 2f, 23. And now, Lord, what wait I for ? my hope is in thee, Pfal« xxxix. 7. My beloved is mine, and I am his. His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. Awake, O north-wind, and come, thou fouth, blow upon my garden, that 

the fpices thereof may flow out : let my Beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleafant fruits. Until the day break, and fhadows flee away. Make hafte, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or a young hart, on the mountains of fpices. Cant. ii. 6, 16, 17. and iv.16. andviii. 14. O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, where is thy viflory ; But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, t Cor- xv- 55-57. The time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 have finiftied my courfe, I have kept the faith- Hence- forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge (hall give me at that day, and not to me only, but unto all them alfo that love his appearing 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8- The day of death is better than the day of one’s birth, Ec- clef. vit. t- And God fhall wipe awayall tears from their eyes, and there fliall be no more death, neither forrow, nor crying, neither (hall there be any more pain ; for the former things are palled 
away, Rev xxi. 4- This is a faithiul faying, and worthy of all acceptation that Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave fi nners, of whom I 
am chief, 1 1 im. i. 15. God fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son 



Comfortable Text! x? 
tlwt whofoever believeth In him fhould not pcrifh, but have e- verlading life, John Hi- id. For he hath made him to be (in for us, who knew no fin ; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him> 2 Cor. v. 21. Th-d'.ks be unto God for his unfpeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15. Blefied be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath vifited and re- deemed his people, and hath raifed up an horn of falvation for us in the boufe of his fervant David, Luke i. 68, 69. Them which sleep in Jefus,'will God bring with him. Then flrall we be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and fo (hall we ever be with the •Lord, 1 Theff. iv. 14, 17. 

I Unto him that loved us, and wsflied us from our fins in his own blood, &c. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and glory, Rev. i. 5. and v. »2- We know that we have paffed from death unto life, becaufe we love the brethren, 1 John iii. 14- I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor .principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to .come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, (hall be able to feparate us from the love of God which is in Chrii I' Jefus our Lord, Rom- viii. 38, 39 
I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded that he 1-is able to keep that which I have committed unto him againft 1 -ihat day, 2 Tim. i. 12. I count all things but lofs and dung, that I may win Chrift i .and be found in him, not having mine oWa righteoufnefs, &c, PPhilip in. 8, 9. 1 Chrift Jefus, who of God made unto us wifom.aad right- •eoufnels, and fandlification, and redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30 We rejoice in Chrift Jefusi, and have no confidence fn the flefh, Philip iii. ^ Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 

Ibe partakers of the inheritance of the faints in light, Col i 12 Behold, he cometh mith clouds ; and every eye (hall fee Jiim.Amen- Even fo, come Lord Jefus, Rev i> 7. and xxii 20. 
Dundee, 5th June, 1741. Some of the Authors Dying Ejaculations, as they 

were written by himfelf a few days before he died, 
: and left with his Bible lying on his pillow, the--"-- day 

of May 1750. 



xvi Some of ibe Pusher's 
.inland feems dill to grow worfe,and where the torrent of fin and back- •> llidit.g feems to grow Wronger. t would defire to depart and be with Chrift, which is far better than ' I to be here. 1 am willing rather to be abfent front the body, and prefirt • ir with the .Lord. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none , it upon earth I defire'befides thee; for*though my heart, and ftrength fail; ; yet the Lord will be the ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever. ' I Now Lord wh.u wait 1 for ; my hope is in thee ; I have waited for | it thy falvation, O Lord. 0 for Simeon’s frame to be faying, “ Lord now letted thou thy fer- i L vant depart in pcaceifor mine eyes have feen thy falvation.” When Chrid fays, “ Surely I come quickly,” may my foul anfwer ' “ Even fo, come Lord jefus.” 1 am living on the rjghteoufnefs of Chrid, yea dying in the Lord./.) Even fo come. I am determined here upon the fhore, waiting for a fair ! < wind to carry me over .this Jordan. I have waited and will wait for thy j ^ falvation O Lord, The Lord is a Rock, and his work is perfedt : Lord, j |r perfedl what concerncth me. 0 that I could fay with Paul, “ The time of my departure is at hand. ) [j I have kept the faith, I have fdught the good fight, I have run my race, , 1 have finifhed my courle; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown offb righteoufnefs, which the righteous Lord will give me at his coming. 1 am vile and polluted, O how Ihall I he cleanfed ! But that is a com- j |i fortable promife, “ The blood of Jefus Chrid his Son cleanfeth us from i- all fin.” And fo is that, “ Though ye have bin among the pots, ye (hall . |j. be as doves, whofe wings are covered with filver, and their feathers with il yellow gold.” I refolved to obey, to fubmit to the Lord’s will, to die like Mofes and Aaron, the one at mount Hor and the other at mount Abarim. They ; j, went up and died there at the commandment of the Lord. O that when my flelh and drength fail, God may be the ftrength of 1. rny heart and my portion for ever, ! When now the keepers of the houfe do i f tremble, O that God may be the keeper! when the grinders ceafe becaufe f they are few, O that God would feed my foul with manna, that will need j b. none of thefe impliments! when the daughters of mulic are brought low, j L O to be fitted for the heavenly mufic above ! when »he lookers out at the 1 t: windows are darkened, O that my foul may be enlightened to fee Jefus-i; my Redeemer Lord, help the unbelief and infidelity of my heart; and help to more of faith of a rifen Jefus, and afeended Redeemer. O let me believe and j !. feel the fweetnefs of that word of Chrift, “ I afeend to my Father and i t your Fati er, and to rny God and your God.” O how fhall luch an unholy creature as 1 prefume into fuch a pure and | 11 holy place ! But the apoftle has taught us, we may have boldnefs to en- ij ter into the holieft of all iiy the biood of Jefus. O that when the time of my laft combat comes with my laft. enemy ; . death, I may be helped above all to take the Ihield of faith, whereby I may | he relieved from the fling of death, and may quench the fiery darts of the j ■ 

O that 1 may be helped to adore the fovereignty of God, kifs his rod,, , atnd humbly fubmit to it. Save me from both extremes; let me never | |. defpife the chafteningof the Lord nor faint when I am rebuked of him. i; Now the prince of darknefs will ftudy to raife tempefts of temptation j ■ to lliipwreck the poqr weather-beaten vcflel of my foul, when it woulcf 1. 



Dying Ejaculation!* xvii 
!• enter into the harbour of reft above; may Chrift come to be pilot, lifters I the helm, and it lhallhefafe. Vv O for more faith, that I maydte like Simeon when he had Chtift in his : arms, faying now let thy fervant depart in peace, mine eyes have feen d .thy falvation." • Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for us? why Ihould I be fo ' iflothful to follow his fteps, when he is faying, Come up hither ! come up, ■:! dwell here; come up, reign here ; come up, ling here ? O Cord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. Oh fave me from the horrible pit, draw me out of the II miry clay, fet my feet upon a rock, and eftaMifn my .goings, and put a as new fong in my mouth. ' O give grace to drive by faith and prayer to enter in at the flrait gate; i Cord thou haft bid me knock, and it ftiall be opened ; afle, and ye Ihall re- st [ceive; feek, and ye Ihall find. Cord, I knock, open unto me; Cord, I ft would be m, I mull he in ; let me but over the threlhold ; let me in with— t£j in fight of my Redeemer’s face, within fight of the finiles of his counten- i ance ; let me within hearing of the fongs of the Redeemed; let me get , ! to the outfide of that praifing company ; I will be well enough if I get ini , Cord, in I mull be, out I cannot ftay : O (hut me not out with fweafftrs, 'S Sabbath-breakers, and profane perfons. Cord, 1 never chufed their com- pany in this world ; Cord do not gather my foul with finners lereafter. The redeemed are gathering, and the wicked are gathering, Cord, ga- it ' ther me with thy flock ; they are fall a gathering; the church’s head is i gone; he has left the earth, and entered into his glory; my brethren and v friends, many of them have arrived where he is; lam yet behind. O I how great is the difference betwixt my Hate and.theirs. 1 am groaning 1. } out my complaint, they are finging God’s praife : I am in darknefs, and 1: ' cannot fee thy face, but they behold thee face to face. O Ihould I be fa- i j tisfied to ftay behind, when my friends are gone ! Shall I wander here in f! ‘ a hungry defart, when they are triumphing above, and dividingthe fpoil ? O )(jf help me to look after them with a ftedfaft eye, and cry O Cord, how long ! : j G heavenly Father, draw me to Jelus; for none can come to him with* i “ out thy aid. O Father, draw ips up there where-he is,and I will mount up s' on eagles wings. O dtaw me; and when thou feemeft to fly from, me, l i Cord enable me to follow hard after thee. i > Cord give me the ftaff of a promife in iny hand, that I may go over Jor- f dan with it. O give me fuch a promife as that, “ When thou paflell through the waters, I will he with thee, and through the rivers they Ihall not overflow thee. When tKou walkell through the fire thou (halt not be burnt, neither Ihall the flame kindle upon thee.” Cord, my experiences are fmall, my manifeftations. few; thefe I will not lean to : yet I will remen)ber thee from the land of Jordan, from tha Hermonites, and from thr' hill Mizar. Why art thou call down, O my ; foul, aud why dilquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for I; Ihall yet j praife him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. . , 1 • O thou who remcmberedll the dying thief, when on the way to thy \ kingdom, O remember me when now feated in thy kingdom, aud fay to my foul, when 1 am dying, This day fhalt thou be witlvUie in paradife.’* Cord I am called to the work which 1 never did, O give me tUe ftrength » which I never had. O ftrengthen me like Samfon for this once, when in death, to pull down the ftrong holds of fin in me. Cord, wialh away nay. fins in the blood of Chrift, and then my foul Ihall not fink in the ocean of thy wrath. 



XTiii Some of the Author't £sV. 
O what is my life but a vapour ! a land plafs of fi*ty or fererrty years ! ' 0 how fall does it rundown! how foon runs it out! Vain, vain is the love of life ! O give me grace to overcome the love of life and the fear of death. Ofor more patience and kfs fretting. If the damned in hell had hope of being faved from belt after a thoufand years of m : pain, how will-- isgly would they endure it? BleSed be Gad, my pains are not hell, their ftate is not mine. Lord draw near to me, and fave me; my body is full of trouble, and *ny life dr^tws near to the grave. But Lord thy loving-irmdnels is bet- ter than life ; O make thy loving-kindnefs fure to me, and 1 will willingly part with this dying life. Nothing but an iutereft in Chrill can give peace in life, or comfort in death. He is the chief among ten thoufand, and altogether lovely—My body is in part dead but 1 know, 1 Cannot die eternally while Jel'us lives. 1 mutt go down to the grave; it is but a refining pot fmee my Saviour lay in it, it is but a bedarf rofes. “ He is the role ef Sharon, and the lily of the valley. ” It was his free grace that drew-me, and made me willing in the day of his power; no defire, no merit in me, it was all free ami undeferving. 0 let the chaftiiement of my body be the medicine of my loul, to cure rae of fin, and bring me to fincere repentance for it; for Chrift was wound- ed for our tran%reflions, he was bruiled for our iniquities; the chaftife- ment of our peace was upon him.. 1 rejoice in the profpeft of that glorious inheritance referved fafe.—-I could not comfortably enter eternity any other way but in and through this God-man Mediator; if he was not God as well as man I could not be fupported, but he is God. Oh, this precious Saviour, he is my all in all; he is my all-fufiicicnt good, my portion, and my choicer in him my vaft defires are fulfilled, and all my powers rejoice; l am travelling through a wildernefs to a city of habitation, whofe builder and maker is God- Oh, delightful thought! that I who was going on in fin fbould be plucked as a brand out of the burning.—Oh how will they lie on a death- bed that have nothing but their own works to fly to ! with only this to depend on, I fhould be the mofl miferable of all creatures ; but the glorious white robe of my Redeemer's righteoufnefs is all my defire. They are truly bleffed, they alone are happy, wh® anetBabled to exult in the gar- ment of celeflial glory, which never waxeth old, in the llluftrious robes of a Saviour’s confumTuate righteoufnefs, xThich are incorruptible ami im- mortal. i’his a robe which hides every fin of righteoulnefs of the Lord Jesus Chrift, and who therein can conflantly triumph and glory! Lord, I live upon Chrift, I live upon his righteoufnels, 1 live upon his blood and merits ; yea, I die alfo leaning whcrtlyupon this bottom. It is not paft experiences or manifeftations I depend Upon : It is Chrift a pre- fent alMufficieiyt Saviour, and perfedbrighteoufnefs in him, I look to. As my attainments are but lots and dung befidcs him. When I find myfelf polluted I go to this fountain for cieanfmg. Lord give me the delight! iu approachiTg to thee;, delight to be at the throne of-grace., O-that I could make my bed there ; lie and die there ! Thus, the author died as he lived, teftifying the power of religion upon bimfelf; and that at a time when men have moft need of its comforts* The foregoing words are trahferibed from hh own manufcript, now ty- ing in the hands ■of Mr minifter at Abwbrothkk.” WILLIAM ELI.I 
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THE 

[Afflicted Man’s Companion. 
OR, 

A Dire&ory for a Family or Perfon under Aifli&ioii, 
by Sicknefs or otherwife. 

The INTRODUCTION. 
MAN, when he firft dropt from his Maker’s hands, 

was a holy and innocent creature, pure from fin, 
and confequently free from ficknefs and trouble, enjoying 
uninterrupted health and profperity both m body and 

it foul. But no foonerwas he tainted with fin, but he be- 
, ‘came liable to all forts of miferies, temporal, fpiritual, 
: -and eternal: his foul being the refidence of fins and lulls, 
> fhis body turned the receptacle of ficknefs and difeafes. 
,1;And feeing God’s own children have the relicks of fin 
i!'tand corruption in them, while in this world, they are not 
t to expert exemption from fuch alfliftions ; and the infi- 

! ;jiitely wife God fees meet to make ufe of bodily diftem- pers to corredl the corruptions, and try the graces of his 
i people, and to promote both their fpiritual and eternal 
advantage Hence it is faid of Lazarus, John xi. 3. 

Behold he whom thou loved, is Tick.” He was belo- 
ved, and yet fick. It is no rare thing for the dearell of 

‘ God’s faints to be put to chatter like cranes, and mourn like doves, by reafon of fore ficknefe ; as Hezekiah did, 
) [fa. xxxviii. 14. Sandtined and healthy fouls may be 

matched with weak and fickly bodies, as was Gaius, 3 
5 fohn 2 Notwithftanding the cafe isfometimes molt try- ing and exercifing to the bell of God’s people : and they 

tre never more ready to queftion Gcpd’s love, or quarrel 
adth his providence, than under heavy ficknefs and bodi- 
rdiftrefs. It is therefore highly the concernment of all, 

C 



INTRODUCTION. 
whether families or private perfons, to enquire how the 
Ought to behave under or after afflitting ficknefs ; and 
how they fhall provide for fuch an evil time before it 
come. And for the help of all that defire inftru£Uon in , 
this matter, 1 have written the following dire&ory j ‘ 
which, for method’s fake I (hall divide into feveral chap-.1 

ters. 
I. I fhall give fome general directions to all families ' 

and perfons vifited with ficknefs and affliction. 
II. Some particular directions to thofe who are fharp- [ 

ly affliCted with fore ficknefs and long trouble. 
III. Directions to the children of God under ficknefs, 
IV. Directions to unregenerate perfons under ficknefs. !! 

V. Directions to the people of God, when recovered r 
from ficknefs. 

VI. Directions to unrenewed perfons recovered from 
ficknefs. 

VII. Directions to thofe lick perfons, who are appar- j 
ently in a dying condition. 

VIII Directions to the relations, acquaintances and r 
neighbours of the fick, who are themfelves in health for | 
the time. ll 

N.'B. Let it be remembered, that what I fay to thofe 
rifited with ficknefs, is likewife applicable to all other af-! 
fiiCted perfons whatever their diftrefs be. 

CHAP. I. 
Containing general directions to all families and perfons vifited % 

with fckness. 
D1R.TCT I Diligently enquire into the ends and defign^l ji: for which ufually_ God fends ficknefs and affliction upoa, 1 Perfons. 

A infinitely holy and gracious God hath varioujj 
and wife ends in afflicting the children of men,, , 

whether they be converted or unconverted.; whicln 
ought to be duly confidered by all, and efpecially by thofe | 
who are vifited with ficknefs ; fome whereof I fhall in* 
fiance. 



MAN’S COMPANION. 3 
; r I. God vifits with ficknefs, to caufe carelefs finners 
j bethink themfelves concerning their foul’s eftate and con- 
. dition, who perhaps had never a ferious thought about it 
before. There are many who, when in health and 1 ftrength, are fo intent upon the pleafures and profits 
of the world, that they mind nothing elfe ; all the warn- 

, ings, exhortations and counfels of minifters, teachers, 
and friends, are lost upon them : They cannot endure to 
entertain a thought of God,.of the foul, of death, of hea- 
Ten, of hell, or of judgment to come ; till God doth caft 

dthem into fome ficknefs or bodily diftrefs; and then, 
Sometimes, they begin, with the prodigal, to come to them* 

j felves, and bethink themfelves, concerning their fouls, and 
a future life. Now, this is God’s defign, i Kings viii. 47. 1 *( If they bethink themfelves in the land whether they are 

carried captives, and repent,” Ss’c. By ficknefs, God gives 
a man, that before was wholly diverted from foul-matters 
by bufinefs, company, and pleafures, occafion to bethink 
himfelf. The man is now confined to his chamber; is de- 

, prived of his former company and diverfions, and fogets 
I'time and leifure to commune with his own heart, and re- 
®e£t on his former ways, and to hear what confidence 
Speaks concerning a judgement day, and a world to come, 
and the need of a Saviour. And fo, by the bleffing of 

; God upon fuch afflidions, not a few have begun their 4 Ifirft acquaintance with God and Chrift, and ferious reli- 
gion. Nay, the furnace is Chriil’s ufual work-houfe, 

^ where he has formed the moft excellent vefiels of honour 
and praife, Ifa. xlviii. xo. “ I have chofen thee.in the 

I “ furnace of afflidion.” ManalTeh, the Pjodigal, Paul 
jj;and the Jailor, were all chofen there. 

II. God vifits us with ficknefs, in order to inftrud and 
jUteach us thefe things we know not, Pfal. xevi. 12. It was 

faying of Luther, Schola crucis est schola htejs. Atid in- 
| jdeed the fchobl of afflidion is the place where many of 
’ .Zion’s fcholais have made good proficiency in fpjritual 1 &nd experimental knowledge. Now, there are leveraj 

i temarkablcjefibns^which God would teachusby the rod. 
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ijl. The dnowletige of God. It is faid of Manafleh, 2 I 

Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. “ When he was brought to af- J 
** flidfion, l*fc. then Manafleh knew that the Lord he was ' 
*c God.” Though Manafleh was well educated, and ear- < 
ly taught the knowledge of God, yet till now he knew 11 
not the Lord : But now he knew him in his power and! i 
greatnefs, his holinefs and hatred of fin : now he knew t 
God in his goodnefs and mercy, and wondered that he i 
had kept him fo long ont of hell. 

'idly. Another leflbn is the knowledge of ourfelves. I 
In time of health and profperity, we are apt to forget our- i 
felves, and our mortality : but ficknefs caufeth us to know |t# 
that we.are but men, and frail men, Pfal. ix. 20. that ! 
God hath an abfolute fovereignty over us, and can as , s 
«afily cruflr us, as we do a moth. 

3^/y, He teacheth us the emptinefs of the world. How 
vain a help is that, which fails a man in the time of his b 
greateft need! and oft times we fee, that worldly means p 
and friends can neither give the leaft eafe to the bodies, !, 
nor comfort to the fouls of perfons under ficknefs anddif- K 
trefs. 

4^/y, Another ledon is the great evil of fin, which is 
the caufe of all ficknefles and difeafes whatfoever, 1 Cor. 
xi. 30. “ For this caufe many are weak and fickly a- if 
mong you.” Ah ! what a root of bitternefs •muft jf 
that be, which brings forth fuch bitter fruit ! 

lthlyr He Iheweth us the precioufnefs and excellency r 
of Chriflr and hi; promifes ; which only can enable a Chrif- 
tian'to rejoice in tribulation, and be eafy under the great-#® 
eft pains and difeafes. There are many who are indif-.!; 
ferent about Chrift in time of health, that when ficknefs; 1 
comes, do change their note, and cry, O for an intereft in| c 
Chrift, above all things ! 

III. God fends fuch trials and diftrefles, in order to j v 
mortify and kill fin in us. Ifa. xxvii. 9 “ By this fhall-j « 
« the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit! I 
“ to take away his fin.” And indeed ficknefs and afflic-! . 
tiop, through the bit fling of God, have a native tendency! L 
to weaken and fubdue our prevailing fins and lufts. O 
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:iman, isthy hfart turned hard, fo as thou art not fenfible 
•of thy own fins, or of others fufferings ? God fees mee(: 
to try the fire of affliction, to fee if it will melt thy fro- 

. izen heart. Haft thou undervalued health, and flighted 
thy mercies ? Now God removes them from thee, that 
by the want of them, thou mayeft know the worth of. 
them. Art thou turned proud and felf-conceited ? God 
fends thee a thorn in the flefh, to prick the fwoln bhddej- 

(of pride, that thou mayeft not be piffled up above mea- 
sure ; God lays thee low upon thy bed, that thou mayeft 
Ibe lowly in |thy heart Doth Jove to the world prevail 
in thee ? God fends afflifUon to difeover its emptinefs, 

* and wean thee from it. Art thou falldn feeuret dead, 
land formal ? God fends affliction to awake thee,'that thou 
mayeft not fleep the fleep of death. 

, IV. God fends ficknefs to* awaken in us the fpvrit of 
prayer and fupplication, and make us rnpre earnelt and 

vimportunate in our addrefles to the throne of gract^. 
.There isa great difference.betwixt our prayers in health 

if, Sand in ficknefs. betwixt our humiliations in profperity apd 
1 in adverfity. In profperity we pray heavily pnd drowfily, 

l [but adverfity adds wings to our defires Ifa. xxvi. 16. 
,\Lord in trouble have they vifvted thee, they..poured out, a 

i prayer when thy chajlening was upon them. fhqugh 'they 1 iwere backward enough to prayer bgfprp, yet .they 
i pour it out moft freely now. The very.heathf n mariners 

r |cried aloud to God in a ftorm..-^-—What a famous prayer 
: did Manaffeh make when he was under his .irpn fetters ! 

Wefindit thrice meutioned, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13,18,19. 
' And the voice of fervent, prayer, is what the.JLord defires 

to hear. 
! V. Another end is, to loofe our hearts from, the thipgs 
• of this world ; and caufe us to look and long for heaven. 

!! i When we enjoy health and eafe in this world, we are apt '•to fay with Peter on the mount, It is good for us to be here 
?but, when diftrefs cometh, God’s people will turn their 
tongue, and fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxiii. 27. It is 

\g^d for me to draw nigh to God. When things here go 
'well with us, we are apt to think ourfelves at home ; but, n „ ' ' 
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when trouble arlfe h, we begin to fay, “ Arife, let us i 
depart, this is not our reft.” Though heaven was much t 
out of fight and out of mind before, yet, when afflicting > 
fckness comes, the poor believer will figh, and fay with ii David, Pfal. Iv. 6. 0 that IJjad wings like a dove l for then •' \ 
would l fy away, and be at rest ; I would haften my efcape ! i 

from the windy tempest. 
VI God defi^ns to make the world bitter, and Christ I 

fweet to us. By fuch afflictions, he lets men fee, that the : 
world is nothing but vanity and vexation of fpirit j that j 
riches avail not in the day of wrath : then it is, that they 1 ti 
may fee the infufficiency of the world to relieve them : " 
that, as one faith, “ A velvet-flipper cannot cure the gout: : 41 a golden cap cannot drive away the head-ach ; nor a { 
bed of doun give cafe in a fever.” And as the world t 
turns bitter, fo Chrift grows fweet to the believer. In ; 
time of eafe and health, Chrift is often very muchneglec- | 1 
<ed and forgot. As the difciples, while the fea was calm, j 
luffered Chrift to fleep with them in the fhip, thinking 
they might make their voyage well enough without his i 
help ; but when they were ready to be drowned, then y 
hey fee their need of Chrift, they awake him, crying; i it ^Master, fave us, or elfe we peri/b. So the beft of faints, ; 

when all is eafy about them, are prone to fuffer Chrift to . 
fleep within them, and fo negleCt the lively aClings of faith | 
on Chrift; but when the ftorm of affliftion begins to a- 
rife, and they are ready to be overwhelmed with diftrefsJL 
then they cry, “ None but Chrift, none but Chrift.” ; 

VII. God tryfts with ficknefs and diftrefs, in order ; 
both to prove and improve his people’s graces, Deut. viii. J2. Rev. ii. to. Grace is hereby both tried and ftrengthened. | ; 
j/?, Such afflictions do prove both the truth and ftrength i 
of our graces, as they ferve to try if we iove God for | 
himfelf; if we can endure and hold out in ferving him, 
waiting and depending upon him, ' notwitbftanding of 
difeouragements. That faith will luffice for a little afflic-? •. 
tion, that will not fuflice for a great one, Peter bad faith; 
enough to come upon the fea at Chrift’s call; but as Ibonv it 
as the waves began to fwell, his faith began (o fail, and | ) 
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! ;*his feet to fink, till Chrift mercifully caught hold of lrims 3 faying “ O thou of little faith wherefore didft thou 

; “ doubt ?” Matth. xiv. 31. Little did Peter think his faith 
I was fo weak till now. 

idly. They tend to improve our graces alfo by quicken- 
ing and ftrengthening them. They ferve as a whetftone to 
Iharpen faith, fo as the foul is made to renounce earthly 
{belters, and to clafp about God in Chrift, as its only re- 

;j fuge and portion. They excite to repentance and ferious 
; mourning for fin; for, like the winter frofts and fnows, 

they make the fallow-ground of our heart more tender. 
: They prompt -is to heavenly mindednefs, felf denial, 
: (and patient waiting on God. Tea, the experience of 
i 'God’s people can atteft it, that grace is never more lively, 
II than under affli£lion. David never found himfelf better, 
it. as to his fpiritual ftate, than when he was perfecuted and 
.) hunted as a partridge on the mountains: hence he fays, j .Pfal. exix. 71. “ It is good for me, that I have been 
i|laffli£led. ?;tfc i 1 VIII. God’s aim is, to awaken us to redeem- rime, to 
p prepare for flitting, and clear up our evidences for hea- 
, ;ven. In the time of health we are apt to trifle away time,, ■i, “,to loiter in our journey, and forget that we are pilgrims 
J on the eartft ; whereiore God fends ficknefs as his mef- ii Tenger, to mind us*thereof. 
, } Now it highly concerns us, when.ficknefs attacks us, 
I to confider and meditate upon thefe ends for which God 

brings on diftrefs, and pray earneftly that they may be 
accompliftied in us; and fo our ficknefs {hall not be unto 
death, (fpiritual or eternal), but to the glory of God, and 
good of our fouls. 
DIRECT. II. Let all who are vifited with ficbiefs and dis- 

, : tress, search for the Achan in the camp, and enquire ddi- 
\ •- gently what is the ground and cause of God's controversy, 
, 3 with them. 
IT hath been the pra£Hce of God’s people in feripture- 

times, to enquire into the eaufe and meaning of God’s 
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rods which have been laid upon them. So David, 2 Sam. i 
xxi. when the land of Ifrael was three years under the 
Itroke of famine, he enquired into the meaning of it. So : 
Job is exceedingly defirous to know why God fet him up-: 

as a mark for his arrows, Job vii. 20. and hence it is moft . 
fuitable for every man in diltrefs, “ Shew me wherefore ! 
thou contended with me.” 

I grant indeed, that God fometimcs vifits his people ! 
with affli&ion, for the trial and expedience of their graces^ 
and for their fpiritual inftru&ion, more than for the-eor- i 
reel ion of their fin. But fin being the original and foun- 
dation of all affliflion, it is fafeft, when iris our own cafe,| 
and moft acceptable to God, to look on fin as the pro-1 
curing caufe. Or, if our fins have not immediately pro-1 if 
cured the prefent afflidtion, yet the belt of God’s children , ft 
muft own that they have at leaft deferved it. We fee the. ^ 
fin of the Corinthians is mentioned as the caufe of their ; ^ 
fteknefs, x Cor. xi. 30. “ For this caufe many are weak.;? 
and fickly among you.” The Pfalmift concludes the very | (i 
fame thing, Pfal. evii. 17. 18. “ Fools, becaufe of their 'I1 

<« tranfgreffions, and their iniquities, are afflidled : their j* 
“ foul abhoreth all manner of meat; and they draw nigli ’ 

unto the gates; of death ” But ordinarily, by fick- t riefs, the Lord points at fome one fin in us, more than ft. 
another, fome Jonah in the fhip, that hath raifed theft k: 
llorm, which the Lord would have us to fearch out, and t 
throw overboard without delay. . 

Qucfl. But.how fliail we difeover and find^out the par-4* 
ticular fin for, which God affliefts us with'ficknefs and i 
diftrefs ? 

Axs. \st. Study the Lord’s word, and the chaftifements s 
there recorded, which he hath inflifled upon people for; fe 
their fins ; and enquire if you be guilty efthedike. Ob« la 
ferve what hath been God’s mind to his people, and what" ft 
fin he hath pointed out to them, when thfey’*have been;, 
brought under fuch a rod : and fo you may learn hisf i 
mind.to you, Rom. xv. 4. “ For whatfoever things were 
« written aforetime, were written for our learning.” 

S$/y. Confider what is the fin ^vhich confcience doth) 



MAN’S COMPANION. 9 
• Loft of all accufe thee for, in thy moft ferious and foil- 

• Sary hours. Confcience is God’s deputy, and thy bofom- 
, nnonitor, whofe voice, perhaps, thou haft little regarded 

I sn the day of thy health ; wherefore God hath fent a 
- [harper meflenger, to fecond the voice of confcience. 

I Hear now the voice of the rod, for it is the fame with 
the voice of confcience. In the day of profperity, car- 

dinal profits and pleafures made fuch a noife, that the voice 
: pf confcience could not be heard ; wherefore God hath 
brought on thee the filent night of adverfity, that his de- 

. puty may obtain audience. Well then, give ear; what faith 
id ronfrience now ? may you not hear it faying, as Reuben 

, :o his brethren in diftrefs, Spake I not to you in the day 
, bf health, do not commit fuch a fin, and do not delay 

.1 repenting for fuch a fin, but you would not hear? O 
man, let confcience get a hearing at laft, as it got with 

. the patriarchs, when they were brought into Egypt, and 
made them to confefs their fin, in felling of Jofeph, Gen. 
Mij- 21. ‘ We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw the anguifh of his foul, when he be- 

. M fought us, and we would not hear : therefore is this 
** diftrefs come upon us.” 
j 3<%, Confider what are thefe evils, that others have 

, obferved in you, whether they be friends or foes. Hear- 
. ken to wfiat a Chriftian friend noticeth in you, either 
when fpeaking to you, or to others about you. “ Let the 

righteous fmite me, (faith David) and it fliall be a K kindnefs.” Yea, do not difregard what even enemies 
j, fay of you : as David got good by the malicious reproach- es of Shime:, in the day of his affli£fion, fo may you, in 

the time of diftrefs; for, fometimes, malice itfelf will 
, fpeak truth. Enemies are fharp-fighted to fpy out faults, 

. and fo may, through the divine blefting, prove monitors 
to us, both with refpedh to fin and duty. 
: Confider the nature and circumftances of thy jliftrefs. Oft-times the afflittion is fo fuitable to the tranf- greflion, that we may clearly read our fin written on the 

Borehead of our punifhment, as in the cafe of Adonibezek, 
land many others. And alfo you may be helped to find it 
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out, by the Lord’s 'timing of the rod to ^Jsdu. Was if 
fent when you was under much formality in duty ? or'' ^ 
when you was eagerlypurfuing the things.of tke world? 
or when you was under the power of fomjr-'prettfcjing luftv! 
or other ? Then the rod comes to reprove yo«,.and a» 
wake you to fee the evil thereof. " fo 

$th!y, Confider what is the fin that hath been formerly 
moll affrighting to thy thoughts, and perplexing to thy 
confcience, when thou haft been in the immediate view of; 
death and a tribunal. It is very likely ( if thou haft not 
truly repented of it; that is the fin which God new intend?!. 
to awake thee to fee the evil of, that thou mayest fin-: ' 
cerely mourn for, and turn from it, looking to God in. ? 
Christ f®r pardon and mercy. 

Objefi. Ah (faith one) ’tis my lot to ly under a dumb and.) 
filent rod, I do not understand its language, I cannot 
hear its voice, I cannot find out the fin that is pointed at 
by it ; what courfe {hall I take ? 

Ansnu. i. Be deeply humbled under this trial, and be- 
wail thy cafe before the Lord $ for it very much aggravates 
the affliction to God’s people, when they know that the*P 
language of it : Hence was it that Job lamented fo heavily ! 
that his way was bid, and he knew not the reafon of God’s | 
contending with him, Job iii. 23. 

2. A believer’s cafe may be fometimes fo darl^that it r< 
quires a great deal of fpiritual art and wifdom to enabh 
him to hear the voice of the rod, and understand its lan- 
guage. Hence it is faid, “ He is a man of wifdom that 
« feeth God’s name upon it,” Micah vi. 9. Now, this 
wifdom muft only come from above : Therefore, 

3. Go to God, and earneftly beg for this wifdom, that! 
you may know his mind, and the meaning of the rod. Do 
as Rebekah, when the children ftruggled in her womb, 
Ihe went to enquire of the Lord faying, “ Why am J 
thus? Gen xxv. 22. Cry to God to give you his fpi- 
rit, to teach and enlighten you to fee fin in its evil, and! 
the particular evils you are guilty of. .This was Job’s 
courfe in his affliction: “ Shew me, fays he, where 
« fore thou contendeft with me. That which I fee n< 
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not, teach thou me. Make me to know my tranfgrefli- 
on and my fin. There is no better way for a prifoner 

5ta know the reafon of his confinement, than to afk the 
magistrate that committed him. God is a wife agent, 
bnd can give best account of his own actions. 

4. If thou canst not find out the particular fin for which 
God afflicts thee, then labour to repent of every known fin, 
and cry for pardon of every unknown and forgotten fin, 

i alio. Do that out of wifdom, which Herod did out of 
| nialice who becaufe he could not find out the babe Jefus 
filled all the children of Bethlem, that he might be fure 

' to kill Jefus among them. Let us feck the utter ruin 
' and death of all our fins, that we may be fure to deftroy 
‘ that fin for which God affli&s us. 

5. Study to exercife a ftrong faith, and a humble J fubmiffion, while God keeps you under the filent rod. 
‘ iBelieve firmly, that God is juft, though you know not for 
what he contends. And however long he thinks fit to 
make you walk in the dark, refolve humbly to w-ait on 
him, and commit yourfelf to him, who has many times 
guided the blind in the way they knew not. 

i Direct. III. When" any fit offichnefs attach you think serim 
' oujly upon death, aad make diligent preparation for it. 
T Do not mean that any man may delay the work of 
JL preparation for death, till ficknefs cometh : No, no ; ifhis Ihould be the great and uptaking bufinefs of every man 
in the rime of his health and ftrength. But ficknefs and 
idifeafes being the harbingers of death, and meflengers fent 
from God to warn us of its coming; every man is there- 
by called to renew the work of preparation for death, with 
all earneftnefs and application. God’s voice, by every fit 
Pf ficknefs, is rhat in Deut. xxxii. 29. O that they 
r were wife, that they underftood this, that they would I* confider their latter end !” God knows our folly, and 
teadinefs to forget, this great work in the day of health j 
and therefore, in his mercy, he fends ficknefs and afflic- 
ton, to teach us fo to'nHinber our days, that we may apply 
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eur hearts to this piece of heavenly wifdom, of making * 
preparation for death 

And here I {hall drop, ist. Some motives to prefs it. 
xdly, Advices for the doing it aright. 

I. For motives, confider chefe things: 
\st, Confider God’s mercy and patience towards youj 1 

in giving fo many warnings, and fo many years, t& pre- i 
pare for deathand in leading his mellengers and warn-3 

ings fo gently nd gradually, to excite you to this work i a 
when manv younger and Itronger than you, are hurried ^ 
into eternity, and little or no time given them to think < 
where they are going. Have you not been fpared many i 
years, in the midft of dangers, when you have feen that1 

bold archer Death, {hooting his arrows, and killing thou-f: 
fands of your neighbours and friends round about you ? 
Sometimes the arrow hath glanced over your head, and n 
flain fome great man your fuperior: Sometimes it hath ti. 
alighted at your feet and hath cut off a child or a fervant, f 
your inferior: Sometimes it hath gone by on your left 
hand, and killed your enemy , at other times it hath paf-fi: 
fed on your right hand, and killed your near relations, i 
So .that you have feen friends and fees, fuperiors and in-b 
feriors, relations and Itrangers, dropping down dead round*] 
about you ; and a!l this for a long tra£l of time, to give A 
you warning to prepare for death () let the goodnefsi: 
and forbearance of God towards you, lead you to re-1 
pentance, and perfuade you to flee, fpeedily to Guilt, for :: refuge and protection from wrath. 

2<//y, confider how terrible death will be, if it meet you 
in an unprepared Hate, in a Chriftlefs and impenitent* 
condition. What a fearful change will it bring upon you!': 
A change from earth to hell, from hope to difpair, front , 
plealure to pain, from comforts to terrors ; a change front r 
the offers of grace, to the revelation of wrath : a change t 
from probabilities, to utter impoffibilities of falvation. * 
Death will cut off all your hopes and expectations of;e 
mercy for ever. Job xxvii. 8. There is no coming backus 
to amend what hath been done amifs here; and there isu 
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ws work nor device in the grave, whether yo« go. As the ;ree falls, fo will it ly, through all eternity. 

II. I come to give feme advices, in order to the right 
> jreparation for death, ist, Set about felf-examination 
iivork. Enquire if you be in Chrift or not ; if you be yet 

; ar off from God, or if you be brought near by the blood 
#f Jefus. And fee that you be impartial in this fearch, 

,, ;nd willing to find out the truth of this important quef- 
. Ion. Be not foolifhly tender of yourfelf, and apt to be- 
ieve that you are fafe, when it is not fo •, for, this way, 

i houfands do ruin themfelves. But be content to know 
t he worft of your cafe, and thoroughly to underftaud your 

•; pul’s danger, that you may be moved to rake the right 
vivay to efcape it. Wherefore take a view of the marks of 
Chriltlefs and unconverted perfons fet down in God’s 
4 vord and judge yourferf by them : And confider alfo the 
Signs of true grace there recorded, and fee if they be 
•! ipplicable to you or not. 

i zdlj, If after enquiry, you find your ftate is bad ; that 
. jiou have been a lover of the world, more than of God ; 

i 'ou have minded your body more than your foul; you 
iiiave lived in the neglect of precious Chrift; allowed 
-jtourfelf in known fin : O then be convinced of your in 

bility to help yourfelf, and your need of Chrift to help 
i'ou. And labour to be deeply humbled before God, un- 
jjera fenfe of your fin and folly. « Ah, how foolilhly, 
I »ow rebdliouily, how unthankfully have I carried ? I have 

bufed God’s mercies, and left undone the work for which 
i was made, and preferved, and enjoyed the gofpel. Oh J 
.. had all my time given me, to make preparation for end- 

sfs eternity, and I have never minded it, till now that 
icknefs the harbinger of death, is come upon me : And 

i .ow, what Ihall I do to be faved ?” Well, then, in or- 
i er to convince and humble you the more, call back your 

yes upon the fins of your nature, and of your bypaft life j 
aew them in their nature, number, aggravations and de- 
srvings. O do not fo many years fins need a very deep 
umiliation ? O do you not ftand greatly in need of fuch 
perfon as Chrift, to be your Saviour and Ranfomsr 

D 
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from fuch a vaft number of fins ? O but their weight will 3 . 
prefs you eternally down to the loweft hell j if left to !: 
yourfelf, and laid upon your back. 

3^/y, O finner art thou deeply humbled, and defirous I 
of mercy upon any terms ? Believe then, that thy cafe is . 
not remedilefs, but that there is a facrifice provided for' j ; 
your fins, and an able and all-fufficient Saviour in your ! \ 
offer. Believe that the Lord Jefus Chrifl is the Son of , 
God, and become flefh to be a furety for you ; that he 
is both able and willing to fave to the uttermoft all that 

^ome unto God by him. Though your fins, your dangers j f 
and your fears were never fo great, yet he is able and 
willing to fare. O flee prefently to this refuge-city, (, 
whofe gates are open to receive you. Truft your foul ( 
upon Chrift’s facrifice and meritorious blood, for mercy 1 

and falvation. Apply humbly to him, that he may teach j . 
you the will of God, reconcile you to his Father, pardon 
your fins, renew you by his Spirit, and fave you from 
eternal wrath. 

4thly, Give up yourfelf to God in Chrifl:,'by way of , 
covenant and folemn refignation. Every man doth this ; 

Tacramentally. in baptifm; but you muft alfo renew it !, 
perfonally and explicitly, and thereby give st cordial and 11 voluntary confent to the covenant of grace. Acquiefce 1 
chearfully in the gofpel-way of falvatipn thro’ Chrift and T 
his righteoufnefs ; and accept of God in Cbrift, as thy j 
portion. Make choice of God the Tather, as. thy recon- ‘ - 
ciled Father in Chrift; and God the Son, as thy Re- 11 ■ 
deemer and Saviour; and God the Holy Ghoft, for thy 
Sandtifier, Guide apd-Comforter. And likewife give up 
thyfelf, foul and body, and all thou haft, to be the Lord’s ; ^ >, engaging, in. Chrift's ftrength, to live for God, and walk ♦ j 
with him in newnefs of life. And ftudy to do all this f 
deliberately, unfeigncdly and chearfully. Though, per- 
haps, you have done this, hypocritically, at former times., j, 
you have profaned God’s covenant, and behaved unftead- T 
faftly and perfidioufly therein * yet now endeavour to be l, 
fmeere with God for once. 

Sthiy, Be living daily in the exsreife of faith and re- j 
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jpentance : renew the a&s thereof frequently, in propor- 
tion to your renewed fins and guiltinefs. Cleave clofe to 
glorious Chrift, your High Pried: and Surety, and be 
ever wafhing in his blood. As long as ever you are in the 
world, you’ll need to wafh your feet, John xiii. 10. Come 
death when it will, let it find you at the fountain, always 
looking to, and making ufe of Jefus Chrift. You have 

•great need of Chrift every day of your life, more efpecially 
in ficknefs.; but mod: of all at a dying hour. O what 
need will you have of Chrilt, then, as an Advocate with 
sGod, when the queftion is to be determined, Where 
your manfion is to be affigned, through all eternity, whe- 
jther in heaven or hell? O then, be looking always;: 
IChrift, with the eye of faith. Live in the conlfan:- 
thoughts of this bleffed Mediator. Let him be fit'i t 
your thoughts in the morning, and laft in your thou ‘ ^ 

night. 
6thly, Be driving to mortify every fin and iufr, both 

•outward and inward. Be. dying to fin daily, that fo you 
anay not die for fin eternally. O that fin mav be daily 
lofing its ftrength, and dying in you! fo that it may be 
ifcertainly dead before you. Pray earneddy, that your tins, 
Vnay die, before you die : For, if they die not before you, 
but outlive the dying body, they /will live eternally to 
tfting and torment the never-dying foul. 
Direct. IV. Be not anxioui for wcovery to health; bid 

leave the ijfue of the prefent ficknefs to the 'will andpleafure 
of the infinitely ‘ivife God. ' 

Emember, G man thou art the clay, and God is the 
Potter; he is abfolute Lord of thy life and times, 

[therefore learn to adore his fovereignty over thee, and all 
Shy enjoyments. David' did fo when he fatd, “ Lord, 
•“ my times are in thy hand,” Pfal. xxxi 15. And indeed 
itbey are only belt in his hand, for he beft knows how to 
difpofe of them. The prophet faith, Ifa. xxx. 18. “ The 

Lord is a God of judgment, blefied are they that wait 
for him.” Judgment there fignifies wifdom: T^c 
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Lord is a God of wifdom and will order and time all' 1 

things well; and therefore it becomes us quietly to wait 
for his pleafure, faying, “ The will of the Lord be done.” ' 
It is taken notice of, as a great fin in the Ifraelites, that 
they waited not for his counfel, but limited the holy One ^ 
of Ifrael, Pfal. Ixatvil. 41. What an unaccountable folly 
and prefumption is it, for worms of the earth, to feck to 
flint and limit the Sovereign of heaven, to their meafures! 
It becomes us at all times, and efpectally in ficknefs and 
affliftion, to have low, fubmiffive thoughts of ourfelves, 
and high exalted thoughts of God’s fovereignty, fuch as 
Nebuchadnezzar had, Dan. iv. 35 “ And all the in- ^ 
“ habitants of the earth are reputed as nothing : And he f 
** doth according to his will in the army of heaven, and : 

*< among the inhabitants of the earth : and none can ftay 
“ his hand, or fay unto him, what doft thou ?” We 
fhould therefore refer all to his wife determination, and 
be willing to die or live, as he fliall be pleafed to appoint. 
I remember I have read of a godly woman, who in her 1 

Ccknefs being afked by one, Whether (he was moft de- ' 
firous to die, or to live ? She anfwered, I have no choice ' 
« in that matter, but refer myfelf to the will of God.,,1 

« But, (faid the other) ftippofe God fhould refer it to you, ' 
* whether to die, or to live, which of them would you J 
chufe ?’ ‘ If God (replied fhe) (hould refer it to me, I 
would even refer it back again to him.’ It becomes thee, i 
O man, to be entirely refigned to the will of thy Maker, ' 
and to Hand like a centinel in thy ftation, ready to move, , 
as thy great General and Commander {hall give order, ’ 
concerning thee. It would be pleafant, and acceptable to 1 

God, to fee thee more defirous to be delivered from fin, t 
than from ficknefs. O but fin is a far worfe difeafe than I . 
any ficknefs in the world ! beg importunately, that the it 
great Phyfician may cure this woful foul difeafe, and let: t 
him do with the body what he pleafeth. This was Da- 1 

vid’s praftice in his affliction, Pfal. xxv. 18. c* Look ! 
upon my affliction, and my pain; and forgive all my fin.” 
As for his pains and afflictions, he afks no more, but 
that God would regard them, and look upon them, and | i> 
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t«lo with them as he thought fit; but, as for hi-s fins no 

, lefs will fatisfy him than a pardon, and blotting them 
.» entirely out fo as they might be remembered no more. 
j Direct V. Bindyourfeff with holyptirpofesand resolutions 
, f in ChriJFs strength, to be more watchful against fin, tpbre 
J diligent in duty, and to improve the time of health better, if 
| God Jh'all be pleased to restore it again to you. 
WHEN God is vifiting your iniquities with rods, 

and pleading a controverfy with you for your o- 
J millions and llacknefs in duty, he expedls that yoir will 
J [returnfrom your backflidings, and fet about a ferious re* 
/ formation and change of life, Hofeav. 15. “ I will go, 
j ** and return to my place, till they acknowledge their of- 
i| “ fence, and feek my face : In their affliction they will 
j “ feek me early.” See then that you-open your ear to 

difcipline: ftudy God’s call and expeCtatiqn ; and in 
; 'his ftrength refolve to enter upon a new life. “ Surely 
“ now it is meet to be faid unto God, 1 have born chaf- 
“ tifemeni. I will not offend any more. That which I 

fee not, teach thou me : If I have done iniquity, E 
* will do fo no more,” Job xxxiv. 31-, 32. Now is the 
feafon you fhould fay with Ephraim, Hpfea aiv. 8. 
“ What have I to do any more with idols ?” 

Having duly examined yourfelves, and fearched out 
your fins, yeti ought to put. a bill of divorce into each of 

I their hands. Deliberately refclve againft all your fins, 
whether fecret or open ; and efpecially refolve againfb 
your darling and beloved fins, thefe fins of which do molt 
fcafily befet you.. Refolve againft all temptations to fin, 
and particularly againft thefnares of bad company, where- 
by you have been formerly enticed ; fay now with David, 
Pfal. cxix 115. “ Depart from me, ye evil doers: For 
“ I will keep the commandments of my God.” 
y You muft not only purpofe toforfake all fin, but alfo 
to mind every known duty : That you will make religion 
your one thing needful; the pleafing- of God, the chief 

Ibufinefs of your life ; that you will fet the Lord always 
D3 
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before you,give him your heart in all duties, aim at near*"? 
nefs and communion with God in every one of them ; ! f 
and ftiil prefs forward t<^the full enjoyment of God ini 
heaven, through eternity.* 

Refolve alfo, through grace, that you will, in a fpecial t 
manner, mind fecret duties, which the eyes of men do•*< 
not obferve, and thefe duties.which confeience doth mod i 
challenge you for neglecting. And you that are heads of 1 i 
families refiolve to make more confeience of family-reli- t! 
gion, of worlhipping God with your families, both morn- « 
ing and evening ; inftrudling yourchildren and fervants is in the knowledge of Chrift, and recommending religion j j 
and godlinefs to allround about you, whether relations ! a 
or ftrangers. 

And if you would have your refolutions effectual, fee ! 
that they be accompanied with a deep fenfe of your infuf-l f. 
ficiency to perform them in your own ftrength. Bearal- k 
ways in mind the corruption and deceitfulnefs of your A 
»wn heart, and make all your refolutions in a humble de- k 
pendence on thf fulhciencyof Jefus Chrid your furety*J It 
Obferve the apodle Paul’s advice to his fon Timothy, 2 1 it 
Tim. ii. 1. “ Be drong in the grace that is in Jefus b 
“ Chrid.” All your dock, O believer, is in his hand, fo J 
that without him you can do nothing; but, through 1 
Chrid drengthening you, you are able to do all things. \ t 
Direct. VI. Set your house in order, making your latter- 

wills, and settling your domejiic and secular affairs, ‘while'] it 
you havefreedom and capacity for doing it. 
A Fter the heart is fet in order, the next work is to fet- i 

your houfe in order, according to God’s counfel to ; 
Hezekiah, Ifa.xxxviii. l. It is recorded of the patriarch ? 

'Abraham, that he was careful to fettle the affairs of his ; 
family before his death, Gen. xxv. 5,6. He difpofed of : 

his edate to Ifaac, and legacies to the fons of his concu- 
bines. It is too general a fault, that men delay and put i 
off making their wills, as they do their repentance, to the 
very lad, and fo too frequently never m4ke them at all. ;| 
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onfider the evil of deferring or neglefting this necefiary 

iffair: For if you, upon whom God hath bellowed means, 
g [hall die inteftate, your eftate may defcend otherwife than 

jrou intended 5 much of it may be fpent in tedious and 
sxpenfive law-fuits : fuch differences may fallout among 

•1 delations, that fhould live in friendfhip and mutual affec- 
j ;ion, as cannot be healed ; fome of them may be reduced 

:o extreme want, when a fmall legacy, might have put 
. hem in a, way of living : And many fuch inconveniencies 
nay follow. Well then, if your aegledt fhould bring on ■: diefe evils, and involve pofterity into endlefs flrifes and 

? iiontentions ; may you not jultly fear that the guilt there- 
of will purfue you into another world, whofe wretched 
:areleffnefs was the occafion of. all that mifehief ? 

Pray, what is the reafon that men put off this affair ? Is 
t not, becaufe they do not incline to think, fo ferioufly 
an death, as this w ill occafion them to do ? Doth not 
his fmell. of abominable earthly-mindednefs, and fpeak 

. is if a man defired all his portion in this life, and cared 
lot for a better ? and that he is .fo far from preparing for 
leath, that he cannot- endure to think, of it ? Alas that 

: ,his worldly difpofitjon fhould fo far prevail among us ! 
«lut furely there is no wife man will fay, that the putting 

ff the thoughts of death will keep death at the greater 
(iftance ; or that, preparing for death, and making our 
ivills, will bring on death rhe fooner. 

, It were furely befl to order our affairs timeoufly ; yea, 
lo it in time of health, rather than delay it unto a fick- 

{ed, or a death-bed ; for either, you may be fnatched joff 
addenly, and have no time for it, or you may be taken 
mh fuch a diftemper as fhall feize your tongue, fo as you 
annot exprefs your mind; or. feize your uhderftanding, 
P as you cannot rationally difpofe of your effe&s. And hough none of thefe fhould happen, yet. certainly it 
Iroves a great difturbance to a dying man, to be cafting 
f>, ordering and fettling the affairs of his family, when he 

ould be fecuring a heavenly manfion for his foul, and 
Bearing up his evidences thereunto. It is great wifdom 

put this affair by hand ; that you may have as little tp 
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do with the world as may be, and all occafions of diftrac-. r tion,to your immortal foul may be prevented, when it is j 
near to its flitting into an eternal and unchangeable ftate. » 

Moreover, in fettling your fecular affairs, obferve theie •. 
following advices, i. Makfc your wills chearfiilly, and.,, 
freely lay down whatever you enjoy, when God calls you®;, 
to it. Praife God that you had thefe things while you . 
needed them ; and when you have no longer ufe for 
them, leave them without repining, to thefe that comejt.: 
after you. Look not back to Egypt, when you are uponu 
your march to Canaan. 

2flVy, See that you deal julllv, in providing for your fa-*j l: mily, paying all your juftdebts, and making reftitution if. 
you have wronged any. Abhor all defigns of defrauding 
any of your lawful creditors : For, if your laft aft fhouldl . 
be unjuft, you leave a blot upon your name here ; and 
fince you cannot repent of this wickednefs, it being a* [ 
mong your laft deeds, you expofe yourfelf to a fearful, 
doom in the world whither you are going. /\dlyt In fettling your eftates, fee that God and goodl i 
ufes be not forgot nor left out. When you are leaving;* 
the world, and can glorify God no longer here by youtj , 
words or aftions, fee to honour the Lord with your fub- 
ftance, by leaving fome part thereof to a pious and chari-J 
table ufe. . I know, it is a work of charity to give for 
maintaining the bodies of the poor; and efpecialjy the; 
poor of God’s people, who belong to his family. But it 
is much more pious and charitable, to leave fomewhat forj j 
propagating Chriftian knowledge in dark places, for edu-^K 
eating poor children to read the feriptures, and instruc-l' 
ting ignorant fouls in the knowledge of Jefus Chris$i It;i' 
is much to be lamented, that fo many rich men amoni^ 
us die, and leave nothing to fuch pious ufes. The libe-i 
rality of papifts on their death-beds, may give a {hard| 
challenge'’ to many profeflfed proteftants. O wh;.t a.; 
fhame is it to the profeflbrs of the doftrine of grace, thjfl 
the falfe doftrines of merit and purgatory fhould pro| 
duce fo many donations and moftifications among tm 
papifts, and the faith of Chrift’s moft' glorious gofj ’ 
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hould not do the like among true believers! Shall th* 
he proud conceit of merit, and the imaginary fear of 
mrgatory, prompt men to do more this way, than the 
;ertain perfuafion of the love of God in Chrift, and the 

jivell grounded hope (>f eternal life through the alone me* ■i its of Jefus Chrift ? O what a reproach is this to our holy 
eligion. 

4thiyt It might be much to the glory of God, and good 
f fouls, that a great part of our teftaments and latter- 
rills fhould confift of folemn charges, and exhortations 
•nd bleflings to our children, or thofe to whom we beq- 
ueath any legacy ; fo as they can never open our tefta- 
lents, or look into them, but they might hear fomething 
bat may make impreflions on their fouls, for their fpiri* 
ual edification, and for quickening them to the diligent 
»ra£tice of both family and perfonal godlinefs. 

CHAP. II.. 
Ctntaining fame particular Dire Elions to thofe mho are 
L Jharply affliEled mith Sicknefs and long Trouble. 

fiRECT. I. Justify God in the greatest afjliElions mhich be- 
fal you. 
T^HOUGH God fhould condemn you, fee that you 
| acquit him, and fay, he is righteous in all his deal- 

ngs. When the church was under the heavieft diftrefs, 
re finds caufe to juftify God, Lam. i. r8. “ The Lord 

is righteous, for I have rebelled againft his command- 
& ent.” So doth godly Nehemiah, Neh. ix. 33. “ How- 

!eit;thou art juft in all that is brought upon us ; for 
aou haft done right, but we have done wickedly.” The 
Ame doth holy David acknowledge, Pfal. cxix. 75. “ I 
ipow, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that in 
lithfulnefs thou haft afflicted me.” Now, in order to ing you to this agreeable frame, and to convince you of 
oe equity and juftice of God in his difpenfations, howe- 
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ver heavy and long your diftrefs.be, I fliall lay before yo^ 
the following confiderations : 

Uif, Confider the infinitely holy and righteous natur- 
of that God who fmiteth thee, Pfal. cxix. 137. “ Rig! 
teous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments. 
We prefutne it of a righteous man, that he will do rigl: 
teous things ; and {hall we not much more believe fo of 
holy and righteous God ? We cannot be infallibly certaii 
that a rightous man will always do fo ; for a righteoui 
man may leave his righteoufnefs, becaufe the creature n 
mutable : but God is immutably righteous ; fo that we 
may be confident of it, that the Judge of all the earth wil 
do right, for it is impoflible he can do otherwife, Zechl 
iii. 5. “ The juft Lord i& in the midft thereof, he will dtj 

. no iniquity.” He will not* .he cannot; for it *is contrary 
to his nature. 

2^/y, Confider that God never brings on any affliction 
without a caufe, 1 Cor. xi. 30. “ For this caufe many are 
fick.” He hath ftill juft ground for the heavieft affli£U-. 
on, from thy fins and provocations, and may always fay 
to thee, as to Ifrael, Jer. ii. 17,19. “ Haft thou not pro- 
cured this unto thyfelf, fn that thou haft forfaken the Lord 
thy God, when he led thee by the way ? Thine own wick-; 
ednefs fliall correct thee, and thy bsckflidings fhall reprove 
thee : know therefore, and fee, that it is an evil thing andi 
bitter, that thou haft forfaken the.Lord.” There is ftill 
ground enough for affli&ion to be found in the beft of 
God’s people ; and therefore it is faid, Lam. iii. 33, 

For he doth not afflifl: willingly, nor grievd the child- 
ren of men ” No ; it is our fins that oblige him to it. 
As Chrift whipped the fellers of oxen and fheep out of 
the temple with a whip (as is generally thought) made of 
their own cords : fo God never fco^irgeth us but with a| 
whip made of our own fins, Prov. v. 22. “ His own ini- 
quities ftiall take the wicked himfelf, and he {hall be hol-i 
den with the cords of his fins.” If we confider the migh* 
ty God as a Lord difpenfing grace, then we find he a£ts 
fovercignly, and according to his will and pleafure, Matth. 
xi. 26. “ Even fo, Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy 
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Jght.” But, if we confider him as a Judge difpenfing 
iudgments, he never doth it without a foregoing caufe on 

. he creature’5 part. God’s treafure of mercy is always full 
I md ready to be let out to them thatfeek it ; but his trea- 

sure of wrath is empty till men fill it up with their fins, 
; iiom.ii. t6. “ Thou treafureft up tothyfelf wrath a- 
;ainft the day of wrath*” We do always provide fewel 

! or God’s wrath before it kindle and break out upon us. 
• 3*//y, Confider further this inftance of God’s equity, 

' hat when there is a caufe given, God doth not prefently 
T ake it, but continues to threaten oft, and warn long, be- 

: "ore he execute the fentence of his word: He fends lef- 
. er ftrokes as warnings of greater, if we repent not; and 
.ne repeats his warnings many times, both by his word 
. ind providence, before he finite. Yea, even when repeat- 
id warning are flighted, he delays a long time, and waits 

, o be gracious, Ifa. xxx. 18. And when man’s obftinacy 
md incorrigiblenefs arrive to £uch a height, that he can 

•pare no longer; yet, how loth is he to give them up to 
(*evere judgments ! Hof. yi. 8. “ How fhall I give thee 
.ip, Ephraim ? How fhall , I deliver thee, Yfrael ? How 

1 foall I make thee as Admah ? How fhall I fet thee as Ze- 
)oim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my repenting* 
»re kindled together.” When the Lord hath fmners in 

• lis arms, ready to give them up to fevere judgments, yet 
le makes a ftand, and would fain be prevented before he 

proceed to his ftrange work ; for fo he calls his a&s of 
, udgment, ifa. xxviii. 21. A£!s of mercy are co-natural, 

moft agreeable and pleafant to God, Micah vii. 18. “ He 
delighteth in mercy : but judgment is his ftrange a£t» 

J »nd his ftrange work. 
j | 4/%,. Confider, that when at laft he ferids ftrokes on ‘ as, they are ahv&ys fltort of the caufe; he exa&s not the 
whole debt that finners owe to his juftice, as doth 
acknowledge, Ezra ixf 13. “ Thou haft pumfhed us lefs 
han cut iniquities drdferve.” Theftroke he there is fpeak- 

. ng of, was a moft heavy judgment; fearful ruin and defo- 1 'olation came upon Jerufalem, and the whole land of Ju- 
lah ; the city and temple were burnt to allies, the people 
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carried, captives to a ftrange land and treated as bond flav^s 1 
among the heathen : Yet, faith the holy man, “ Thou |r 
haft puniflied us lefs than our iniquities deferve.” q. d. 
It is true, we have been carried to Babylon, but in juftice 
we might have been fentto hell; our houfes were burnt, j 
but our bodies might have been burnt too ; We have | 
been drinking water, but we might have been drinking 
blood: We have had grievous burdens on earth, but we 
might have been groaning in hell : We were baniftied r 
from the temple, but we might have been eternally ba- ■ 
nifhed from God’s .prefence.” We think it a great fa-, 
vour among men, when any puniftimcnt is mitigated, ! 

when the fentence of death is changed into banifliment,. 
or when banifhment is turned in*o a fine; or a great fine is : 

made fmaller : And will you think that God deals fevere- 1 • 
ly or rigoroufly with you, when he lays you on a fick-bed, j1 
when he might juftly have laid you in hell, and poured out 
all his wrath upon you there ? You but tafte of the brim i 
of the cup, when God might caufe you drink of the bot- . 
tom and dregs thereof. 

Have you not caufe then to acknowledge God’s juftice, r 
nay, even his mercy too, in his dealings with you, how- 
ever rough they feem to be ? May you not, with good I' 
reafon fay, any thing lefs than hell is a mercy to fuch an r 
ill-deferving creature as I am ? If even a hard hearted i 
Pharaoh, under diftrefs, came the length to own the juf- | 
tice of God, Exod. ix. 27. “ I have finned ; the Lord is l 
righteous (hall any profefled Chriftian fall fhort of | 
that ohftinate Egyptian ? 
Direct. II. Labour Jlill to be fenftblc of God's hand under 

heavy afflicliony mid bewarje of jlupidity andand unconcer- 
ncdnefs under it. 

IT is a fin to faint under heavy affliction, but it is a 
duty to feel it, Heb. xii. 5. <£ My fon, defpife not 

thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him.” The apoftle there doth caution againft 
two extremes which every Chriftian under the rod fhould j 
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'%? careful to avoid, i. Defpifing or making light of afflic- 
tion. 2. Sinking or defpgnding upon afflidlion. We are_ 
in great hazard of running into the one or the other. As 
tothe firft, We may be faid to defpife the chaftening of 
the Lord .when we do not obferve God’s hand in our af- ■flidtion, to as to reform the things whereby he was dif- :pleafed : Or, when we refolve to abide the trial, by the 
ftrength of our own refolutions and ftout^heartednefs, ■without looking to God for fupporting grace : Or 
when we turn ftupid and infenfible under the heavy and 
long continued rod. This defpifing and flighting of the 
rod, is not patience, but ftupidity ^ it is not Chriftian 
magnanimity, but a ftoical temper of mind, moft finful 
and provoking to God We fee ho\V angry God is with 
finners, when his Ibrokes are«not felt, Ifa. xli. 25. “ He 
hath poured upon him the fury of his anger ; and it hath 
fet him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it hath 
burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.” Jer. v. 3. « Thou 
liaft flricken them, but drey have not grieved ; thou haft 
eonfumed them, but they have refufed to receive correc- 
tion : they have made their faces harder than a rock, they 

' have refufed to return.” There is little hope of a fcholar 
minding his leflbn, that is regardlefs of whipping. It is a 

- dreadful fign to be like Pharaoh, Seeping in our fins, 
when God is thundering in his wrath He that will fleep 
when his houfe is on fire, or lie ftill in bed, as if he was 

j not concerned, may affuredly expedt to beconfurved in its ■flames. A3 David could not bear it, when the meflen- 
gers, he fent to the Ammonites dutof gpod will, were af- 
fronted and defpifed ; fo neither will God endure it, when 
the meflengers he fends to finners are flighted ; for he 
that flights a meflenger, affronts his mafter. Thefe who 
make light cf affli&ion, make light of God that fends it, 
and make light of fin that procures it. 

Qtiest. But when is it that people are fuitably concern- 
ed under a heavy rod ? Anf. When they fee God’s hand, 
hear God’s voice, anfwer his intent, are curious to know 
his mind, defirous to do thele things he requires, and re- 
form thefe things he is difpleafed with. 
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Remember, every affli£lion Is a melTenger fromGoJ.. 

and deferves a hearing from you. It comes to thee with! 
fucha meflage as Ehud did to Eglon, Judges Hi. 20. “ I 
have- an errand from God to thee, O king I have a 
meflage from God to thee, O Chriftian, O finner. Well, 
lend an ear, and hearken with reverence and attention to! 
thiserrand; fay, “ Speak,Lord, for thy fervant heareth, 
what wouldft thou have me to do ?” Believe it, that God 
fpeaks as really to you by his rod, as by his word ; there- 
fore he fays, “ Hear ye the rod.” God fpake as truly by 
his ten plagues to Egypt, as he did by his ten precepts to 
Ifrael, And if the calm voice of the word were more re- j 
gardedjwefhouldhearlefs oftheraugh voice of the rod. As 
Gideon took briers and thorns of the wildernefs, and with 
them taught the men of Succoth, who would not be taught bv fairer means, Judges viii. 16. fo God takes the fharp 
prickles of fore aflli&ions, to teach you his ftatutes ; when 
you will not be taught by fofter methods. Beware then ; 
of grieving God’s Spirit, by turning ftupid and infenfible 
tinder fharp or long continued trials : But, the more pains 
God is at with you by his rod, hearken the more care- 
fully to his voice •, and labour to make the greater profi- , 
ciency in the fchool of affliftion, where he thinks fit to 
continue you ; that fo you may inherit that blefling, Pfal. 
xciv. 12. “ Blefled is the man whom thou chafteneft, O 
Lord", and teacheft him out of thy law.” 
Direct. III. Beware of mfconstruclirrg God's dealings to- 
f. wards you, and ofcharging him foolishly. 
"S^T’E are apt to believe Satan’s fuggeftions under hea- Vy vy trials, and to entertain wrong thoughts of God 
and his difpenfations* Now, thcfe you ought to guard 
againft : as, for inftance, \st. Beware of harbouring athe- 
iftical thoughts, as if there were ho providence, no wife 
governor of this lower world, no diftinttion betwixt the 
good and bad •, and that it is to nopurpofe to be religious,   ntioned in Mai. Hi. 14. “ Ye have faid, it is like thefe mentioned in Mai. ill. 14'. . 
Tain to fervc God; and what proiit is it, that w« hav# 
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icpt his ordinances, and walked mournfully before the 
Lord of holts ?” Yea, even the Pfalmift, when he be- 
gins to compare his own fliarp trials with the wicked’s 
cafe and profperity, is tempted to think all religion is 
vain, and fay, Pi'al. Ixxiii. 13, 14. “ Verily I have 
cleanfed my heart in vain, and waihed my hands in inno- 
cency. For all the day long have I been plagued, and 
chaftened every morning.” But thefe are nothing but 
the hellilh fuggeftions of Satan, that irreconcileable ene- 
my of God, and precious fouls, againft which we Ihould 
clofely ftop our ears. 

idly, Beware of charging God in yourJiearts with ri- 
gour or injuftice in his dealing, like thefe, Ezek. xviii. 
25. Tet ye say, the-way of the Lord is not equal. How high- 
ly unjutt and injurious, are fuch thoughts to him who is 
the Judge of all the earfh, and cannot do but right ! 

felly, Beware of thinking that heavy afflidions do al- 
ways fpeak wrath in God againll thee : No, fometimes 
they fpeak forth love, and God may be carrying on a love- 
defign thereby to thy foul, viz. to fubdue thy Itrong lulls, 
and draw thee nearer unto himfelf. As for thefe who 

D think that the fmarting rod and divine love cannot dwell 
together, let them read that palfage, Heb. xii. 5, 6. 
" And ye have forgotten the exhortation which fpeaketh r unto you as unto children, My fon, defpife not thou the 
chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art tebuked 
of him. For whom the Lord loveth, he chafteneth ; anti 
fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. 

4thly, Beware of defponding and diltrultful thoughts 
of God, under Ih’arp afflidions. Some are ready to raze 
the foundation, quit their intereft in God, and the promi- 
fes, and call away their hope and confidence, faying with 
Gideon, Judges vi. 13. Oh my lord, if the Lord be with 
us, nvhy then is all this evil befallen us ? So David was rea- 
dy to draw a halty conclufion, Pfal. xxxi. 22. I said in 
viy hajle, I am cut off from before thine eyes. But this was 

a 
the effed of unbelief; tor he thatbelieveth, will not make ! haste. 
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Direct. IV. Under sore trouble and distress, labour it extr* 
' else a strong and lively faith. 
T T was a noble and heroic refolution in that holy man1 

8 Job, under his lingular trials, Job xiii. 15*. Though he ' flay me, yet ‘will 1 trust in him. q. d. Let my strokes be ! 
never fo fore and heavy, yet I will not let go my grips of 
his word and promifes ; 1 will not raze thefe foundations 
of my hope. It was the way the Pialmist kept himfelf 
from linking under his heavy burdens, Pfal. xxviii. 13. I 
had fainted.'unless I had believed to see the goodness of the ' Lord in the land of the living. Confider bur a little, the 
no le influence that faith hath to strengthen and fupport 
the foul under fore trials. 

\Jl, Faith grips to th* great gofpel protjiife of falvation 
in and through Jefus Christ, and fo fecures the foul’s main 
interest through eternity ; which may make the foul eafy 
in every lot. 

idly. Faith views God in Christ, at the helrtt in the 
greatest storm, and fo it endures, as seeing him who is invi- 
Jible, Heb xi. 27. 

^dty, Faith casts the foul’s anchor upon the Rock of 
Ages, and stays itfelf on God, and the faithful promifes 5 
whereby the foul is eafed and difburdened of its fears and 
melancholy apprehenfions, Pfal. iv. 22. Ifa.l. fo. 

qthly. Faith brings new strengrh and auxiliary fupplies j 
of grace from heaven, when the former fupply is ex- 
hausted and fpent; whereof David had the fweet ex- 
perience, Pfal. xxvii 13. As God doth .plant and aftuate 
grace in the foul, fo he is plealed to come in with feafon- 
able fupplies and reinforcements to the weak and decayed 
graces of his people, anfwerable to their prefent exigen- 
cies and preffures : And thus he doth from time to time 
feed the believer’s lamp with frefli oij, give in more faith, 
more love, more hope, and more defires ; and thereby he 
gives power to the faint, and ftrengthens the things 
which remain, when ready to die. 

$thly. Faith keeps the foul from finking under heavy 
trials, by bringing in former experiences of the powe 
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| mercy, and faithfulnefs of God to the affli&ed foul: Here- 

by was the Pfalmill fupported in diftrefs, Pfal- xiii. <5. 
Pfal. Ixxxvii. 4: O faith faith, remember what God hath. 

. j done both for thy outward and inward man ; he hath not 
, t only delivered thy body when in trouble, but he hath done 

,, great things for thy foul; he hath brought thee out of a 
: ilate of black nature, entered into a covenant-relation with 
J thee, and made his goodiit*s pafs before thee „ he hath 

* helped thee to pray, and many times hath heard thy pray- 
l ers and thy tears. Hath he not formed thee out of the 

horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, and put a new fong 
. in thy mouth, and made thee to refolve never to give way 
^ , to fuch unbelieving doubts and fears again ? And how un- 
)l becoming is it for thee now to fink in trouble ? « J« 6th/y, Faith fupports the foul, by giving it a pleafant 
j view and profpeft of a happy outgate from all trouble; 
, when it fhall be admitted to fee and dwell with Chrilf ! hereafter. Thus was Job fupported in hisgreateft diltrefs, 

„ Job xix* 25, 26, 27. “ For I know that my Redeemer 
liveth ; and that he fball ftand at the latter day upon the 

! earth. Whom I fhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall 
; ) behold,” &<:. A believing view of the foul’s meeting 

with its Redeemer, and receiving a crown of glory from 
! ■ himat laft, is an excellent fupport to a Chriflian under the heavieft afflidion ; and fo it was to Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
, Faith gives great fupport, by the encouraging re- 

prefentations it makes of Chrift, and of his prefentcon- cern for the believer while under afflidion. As for in- 
. : fiance, iy?, Faith reprefents Chrift to a believer under tri- als, as fympathizing with him under his diftrefs, feeliftg 

his pain, hearing his groans, bearing his burdens, and rea- 
| ; dy to relieve him in his own appointed time, which it 
' | well becometh him to wait for. 

1 2^/y, Faith reprefents Chrift as putting in his almigh- ' , ty arm under the believer’s head, and conveying invifible 
| ‘ flrength to fupport and hold him up under hisgreatefl 

„ preffures. 
reprefents Chrift as pleading the afQifted 

E 3 ' 
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believer’s caufe with God, and anfwering all the charges : 
of the law, the challenges of confcience, and the accufa- ; 
tions of Satan againfthim. 

^thly. Faith reprefents Chrift as (landing by the furnace ii 
as a refiner where his gold is melting ; carefully overfee- 
ing the trials of his people, that they may work for their 
good ; and ready to bring them out thereof, when they 
are fufficiently purified from their drofs. 

Stkly^ Faith reprefents Chrift as fmiling on his people I 
under the crofs, whifpering p^zce into their ear, and fay- s 
ing, IVdl done y goad and faithful fervaut. 
Direct. V. Labour to bear with patience whatever had of 

trouble the Lord appoints for you. 
WE will perhaps obferve feme who are flrangers to 

religion contentedly enduring very painful evils ; 
and this they may do by virtue of a natural hardinefs and 
refolution which fome are endowed with, or upon the ac- | 
count of arguments furnifhed by human prudence : This 
is only patience as a moral virtue, which fome attain to. 
But it is patience as a fpiritual grace, or a fruit of the Spi- 
rit, which we mud aim at under our trials ; that we may 
bear them contentedly from divine principles, to divine 
ends. Now this grace of patience we mult earneftly beg 
from God under heavy afHi&ions, for it is only he that j 
mull w&rk it in us *, and therefore he is called the God 
of patience, Rom. xv. 5. And in order to your attain- 
ing of this grace, I (hall lay before you the following cor- 
fiderations, which may be ufeful, through the Lord’s blef- 
fing, for that end. . 

\Jly Confider the patience of our Lord Jefus Chrift un- 
der fufferings inexprellibly greater than yours. When 
it pleafed the Lord to bruife Mm, and put him to grief j 
how patiently did he bear all ? according to that remark- 
able word, li'a. liii. 7. “ He was opprefled, and he was 
afflidled, yet he opened not his mouih ; he is brought as 
a lamb to the daughter, and as a (heep before her (hearers 
is dumb, fo he opened not bis mouth,” Now, Chrift fuf- j 
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’ fered as an example of patience, though it was not his' 
chief end : and furdy all the members of the body (hould 
ftudy to imitate the head in patience. Did your blefled 
Saviour patiently endure fuch agonies and preffures of 
wrath for you ; and, will you decline to undergo fome 
ftiort pains or ficknefs in obedience to hia commands ? 

'idly, Confider God’s fovereignty over you. He is the 
great Potter, and you are his clay : and why mav he not 
do with you as he pleafeth ? If your children offend you, 
you fcourge them, and perhaps do it fometimes without 
reafon j yet how ill do you take it, when they refule to 

; fubmit ? How will you drive and fpur your horfes under 
you, and may be fometime* unreafona’ ly ? Yet they bear 
all quietly, and make no refiftance. Shall they take blows 
from their mailer ; and will not you from your Maker, 
that has far more power over you ? If any chall nge you 
for cruelty to your children or beads, you take it not well, 
becaufe you think you may do what you will with your 
own, and no man hath a right to quarrel you : But, hath 
not God a greater property in you, than you in your child- 

. ren or cattle ! And will not you patiently fubmit to your 
wife and abfolute Sovereign ! 

- 3^/y, Confider thy fin as the meritorious eaufe of all 
thy afflidtions, however heavy they be. If thou haft right 

’ thoughts of thy fins, and the aggravations thereof, thy 
mind may be compofed to a patient fubmiflion to God’s 

, hand : If fin be heavy on thee, all thy afflidlions will be 
light. Luther gives this as a reafon why he flighted the 

! rage of the pope and emperor, and all his outward trou- 
ble- ; They are little to me, becaufe fin is fo weighty on 
me. Hence it was that Paul complained nor at all of his 

i fufferings, for as great as they were ; but he cried out ■ much of his fins, Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that / 
| am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death l Senfe 
- of Tin doth fwallow up the fenfe of affliclion, as the ocean 
« doth little brooks. For, with whom (houldft thou quar- 
: tel, but thyfelf ; This corifideration {hould bring thee to 
’ refolveand fayvi ith the prophet, Micah vii. 9. Iwillbear tht 

indignation of the Lord) because I have finned against him. 
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^thly. Confider, how fliarp foever the pains are, you arc' 

called to bear, yet they fall infinitely fhort of what you 
have julUy deferved at God’s hands. It is of his infinite' 
mercy that death and everlafting deftruftion have not 
been your portion long fince ; and that you are not now 
roaring under the extremity of his indignation in the bot-j 
tomlefs pit, together with the devil anddiis angels. And confequently, whatfoever falls fliort of this, is truly a great 
mercy; and is fo far from being ground of quarreling, 
that the greateft fufierer on this fide hell, hath juft caufe 
to admire God’s clemency in dealing more favourably ■with him than he hath deferved. 

$ihly, Compare thy cafe with others that have been, or 
prefently are in diftrefs. Do not fay there is none fo 
hardly dealt with as thou art: for thou knoweft not the 
affliction of others. Confider thou the trials of that 
eminent faint Job, in all the circumftances thereof, and. 
fee if you can fay that your forrow is near fo great as 
his forrow was. Again, compare your cafe with that of 
the damned in hell, who lie and fry in endlefs and ceafc- 
Idfs flames, fo that they have no refl day nor night, but the 
fmoke of their torment afcends for ever : And think what 
a bleffiug it is, that you are yet in a. ftate of falvation, 
and not delivered over to thefe everlafting burnings, 
which were the due demerits of your fins, and to which 
you might long ago have been juftly condemned, had it 
not been for the patience and long fuffering of Almighty 
God, who waiteth to be gracious to guilty finners. When 
you confider thefe things, inftead of being diflatisfied with 
the divine difpenfatious, you have canfe to blefs God, that 
matters are not worfe with, you ; and that you are kept 
out of hell to this day, where thoufands, no more guilty 
than you, are prefently roaring in endlefs defperation. 

Unto thefe confid.erations I lhall lubjoin fome few helps 
or advices, in order to the attaining of patience under 
fore troubles. 1. Labour to get pardon of fin and peace, 
with God*, fecuredto thy foul, and this will enable you to 
bear the heavieft crofs with patieuee. Hence it was that 
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^ JLuther cried, “ Smite Lord, as thou wilt, I take it all in 
J good part feeing my fins are pardoned : O ! pardon of fin 

is the crowning bleffing, therefore I will bear any thing, 
,1 will fwallow up quarreling into admiring ; I will wel- 

t icome the pruning knife, feeing there is no fear of the 
• Ibloody ax to fell me down ” 

2. Labour to fee God’s hand in thy affliction. Do not, 
' like the dog, frrarl at the ftone, bHt look up to the hand that 

throws it. And furely a view of the hand of a holy God, 
; may ferye to calm all the boifterous waves of thy corrup* 

tion ; fo did it with David, Pfal xxxix. 9. I luas dumb^ 
I opened not my mouih, becaufe thou didjl it When he look- 

rl ed to the mitruments and fecond caufes of his afflictions,. 
his heart waxed hot and the fire of his inward paflion- 

: began to burn and break out; but when he once efpied 
: God’s hand and feal to the warrant for his correctionj he 

became filent and patiently fubmitted to the divine will. 
3. Get a tumble and felf denied frame of fpirit, that 

you may have low thoughts of yourfelves, and of all your 
attainments whatfomever. A proud man cannot t ink of 
fubmitting to the divine will, but will break before he ■ bow. Hence we fee a valt difference betwixt a proud 
Pharoah, and an humble Eli, under the rod: Te one 
fay*, Who is the Lord, that I Jhould obey him. But ihe other 
faith, It is the Lord let him do what seemeth him.good 

4. Get love to Jefus Chrift. Love is an enduring prin- 
ciple, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. It endureth all things. It makes the 
foul like a kindly child, draw near to Chrift, the more it 
is beaten. 

5. Interpret God’s ways and dealing with you always 
in the heft fenfe. And, lastly. Be earneft in prayer, that 

i God may conquer your rebellious will and fubdue thofe 
mutinous rifings ot heart within jou againft himfelf. 

: Direct. VI. Beware of envying wicked men, when you 
i see them in health and prosperity. 
THE Pfalmift, when he was chaftened every morn- 

ing and in great adverfity, was liable to this^ evil; 
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Pfal-. Ixxxiii. 3. I was envious at the fooli/h> when I sau 
the prosperity of the wicked. Corrupt nature doth ftrongl] 
incline us to this finful difpofitionj efpecially in the da; 
of fore afflltlion ; for the spirit that dwellethin us, lusteti 
to envy, James iv. 5. But, did we rightly confider the flap 
of wicked men, we would fee greater ground to pity that 
envy them in the moft profperous condition : Why ? Thi 
prosperhfof the fools fhalldejlrey them, Prov. i. 32. It makes 
them forget God, and turn hardened and fecure in fin, 
which haftens their ruin. Who would envy a malefaC' 
tor’s going up a high ladder, and being mounted above th< 
rest of the people, when it is only for a little, and in ordei 
to his being turned over and hanged ? This is just the 
cafe of wicked men, who are mounted up high in prof- 
peiity j for it is fo,only that they may be cast down deeper 
into destruction. Obferve that word, Pfal. xxxvii. 1, 2* 
« Fret not thyfelf becaufe of . evil-doers, neither be thou 
envious againft thofe that work iniquity,: For they {hall! 
foon be cut down like grafs,” Isfc. And that word Pfalm. 
xcii. 7. “ When the wicked fpring as the grafs, and when 
all the workers of iniquity do flourifh, it is that they fhall be 
deftroyed for ever.” It would be a brutifh thing to envy 
an ox his high and fweet pafture, when he is oftly there- 
by fitted to the dayofflaughter. Who would haveenvied the 
beads of old, the garland and ribbons with which the hea- 
then adorned their cattle when they went to be facrificed ? ' 
Thefe external ornaments of health, wealth, pleafures and 
preferments, wherewith wicked men are endowed, cannot 
make their date happy, nor change their natures to the 
better. Whatever appearance thefe things make in the 
eyes of the world, they are but like a noifome dunghill 
covered with fcarlet, as vile and loathfome in God’s .fight 
as ever. How quickly is the beauty of earthly things 
bladed ? The triumphing of the wicked is fhort, Job xx. 5. 
They live in pleasures on the earth, for a while; but God 
fets them in flippery places, from whence they foon Hide 
into perp§tual pain and anguifh. They have a fhort 
time of mirth, but they fhall have an eternity of mourn- 
ing. The longer their profperity is, their fins are the 
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greater, and their fufferings will be more grievous. But, 
:D believer, it is in mercy to thee, that God doth hedge up 
i thy way with thorns, that thou mayeft not find thy paths: 
whilft he turns the wicked loofe, and fuffers them to llray 

u and wander whether they will, to their eternal ruin. God 
3 takes this method with thee, to make you meet for an 
^inheritance, and prepare you for a crown of glory ; but 
,ihe takes a contrary way with the wicked, to fit them for 
, deltrudHon : Therefore you ought not to be fretful under 
. his hand, but thankful. We read of queen Elizabeth, 
rwhen Ihe was in prifon, how flie envied the poor milk- 

. maid (he faw palling by, and would have thought herfelf 
j happy to have been in her condition : but had that afflic- 
>ted prifl^efs known the glorious reign of forty-four years 
jKhe was fdon to enter upon, Ihe would not have repined 
, at the happinefs of fo mean a perfon. But, O affli&ed 
, believer, it is not a glorious reign for a fet number of 
J years, that is provided for thee ; it is even a reign with 
5 [glorious Chrill thy Redeemer far ever and ever: And, 

.3 haft thou any ground to be difcontented or envious ? 
> [Direct. VII. Guard •againjl repining complaints and dif- 

eontented murmurings againjl the providence of God, un* 
jJjf der heavy ftchnefs and affliction. 

E fee, the murmurers and complainers are clafied 
with thefe that walk after their own lulls, Jude 

i ver. n6. I know, the people of God are liable to mur- 
. muring and impatience alfo under afflidtion ; but there is a 
; great difference betwixt them and the wicked. I’ll have 
I joccafion to fpeak of believers’ murmurings afterwards, 

when I come to fpeak of their cafe in particular ; but here 
I'fhall handle the fin of murmuring in general, and as 

. it appears mainly in the unregenerate, under heavy a- 
! ,fili£lion. 
. | This fin of murmuring is the froth of impatience, and 
. fcum of difcontenfr; it is firft cherilhed by repining 
, thoughts, and then vented by unfuitable complaints and 

: expoftulations, taxing the adminiftration of piovidepce, 
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or if God dealt too hardly with us. Our very thought 
are audible with God, yea, as loud in his ears, as word! 
are in ours ; but it is yet worfe, when repining thought 
are not crufhed, but fufFered to break out into words tend* 
ing to the dilhonour of God. 

Queft- But, is it altogether unlawful to complain o: affliction, whatever be our cafe, ? 
Amw. Humble complaints are not murmurings, noi 

finful in themfelves ; otherwife their would be no room 
for prayer and fpreading out our diltrefled cafe before 
the Lord. We find God's children making complaint? 
in affliction ; but then they dd not complaui of God, but 
to God, with a humble enquiry into the caufe and mean- 
ing of his difpenfations, and laying all the blame upon 
themfelves, as did Job, chap. x. t, 2, “I will leave mj 
complaint upon myfelf; I will fpeak in the bitternefs ol 
my foul, I will fay unto God, do not condemn me: ftievi 
me wherefo e thou contendeft'with me.” Thus the blef- 
fed ^on of God himfelf did, in his diftrefs, when he criei 
My God, my God, why hajl thou forfaken me? But then we may obierve, he compl )ins to God, not of God ; h< 
hath nbt a hard word or thought of God, but exprefleth: 
a boly confidence in God, My God, My God; he hath, two words of faith for one word of fear, he humbly en- 
quires into the caufe of the difpenfation, and defires toj 
bring up his will to God, not that God fhould bring’ 
down his will to him : If it be pojfible fays he, let this cup' 
pafs; however, glorify thy name, provide for thy own 
glory, and do with me what thou pleafeft. In this matter 
our Lord doth fet himfelf as- an example of patience to 
us,, teaching us to beware of impatient murmurings and! quarreling with God’s providence in our affliction ; which 
many times we are guilty of, either when we harbour harfix 
thoughts of God's dealings, or break forth into rafh and 
unadvifed fpeeches ; when we charge God fooliihly, and, 
complain either of too much feverity, as Ezek. xviii. 2,! 
25. or too long delay, as Ifa. xlix. 15. or when our com-jj 
plaints are mixed with unbelief and diftfuft, as Pfal, I 
Ixxviii. 19. or when we complain more of our punifix-l 
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ent than we do of our Gn, and nothing will fatisfjr us 
st deliverance from trouble. 
Now, to deter you from thefe mtirawp^g an{| corn>. 

plaints in trouble. * ^,an ]ay before you the following 
iQ^derations : i/?, They who deferve worft do commonly 

T complain and murmur moft, and are molt ready to think 
they are hardly dealt with. The unthankful Ifraelites 

.jWere Hill murmuring. Ambitious Abfalom-was difeon- 
,!tented< Bloody Haman in midlt of all his greatnefs, 
•. cries out, What doth all this avail me ? But humble Jacob 
Taith he was not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies 
,and truth which God had fiiewed’him. Ai)d holy Joii 

4 blefles God, and patiently fubmits, when he took from rjttiim, as well as when he gave him. 
J zdly, Murmuring is a Gn for that God takes fpecial no- 
i tice of, and looks on as an injury and alfront done imme- 
i/ diately againft himfelf,’Numb. xiv. 27. “ I have heard 

the murmurings of the childfen of Ifrael, which they mur- 
1 mur againll me.” He that gives ear to the groans of his 
^iown Spirit, doth alfo hear the grumblings of thine, and 

will reckon with thee for them. 
;!> idly, It can no wife benofit or relieve us in diltrefs. I 
jimay lay of Gnful complaining, (as Chrift of Gnful com- 
.^VVhich of you, by complaining, can add one cubit to his 
ftature ? What eafe or relief can you get by contending 

« with God ? Nay, inftead of eaGng you of your burden, , it will make it che heavier, as a child, the more he druggies 
with his parents, he is the more beaten. The Ifraelites 

, were once within eleven days journey of Canaan ; but by 
,'their murmurings they provoked God to lead them forty 

•I years march in the wildernefs before they could reach itr. j; 4^/7, Whatever be your diftrefs, there is no juft ground 
. for complaints, whilft thou haft thy life for a ^ y. Re- 
; member that word of the affli&ed church Lam. iii. 39. 1 “ Wherefore doth aliving man complain, a man for the 
i« punifhment of his Gns !” A man living, a man upon 

. the earth,a man oiit of hell hath no caufe to complain, 
whatever be his affliction, for, let him compare his Gn 

, and punilhment together, he will find there is no prppoN 
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tion ; fin is a tranfgreflion againft the infinite God ; pu- 
nifliment is but an affli£Iion upon the finite creature • fir 
ftrikes at the very being of God ; but punifhment onlj 
at the comfort of the creature. So that whatever yout 1 
punifhment be, you Lave more caufe to give thanks thar • 
to complain ; and to fay with Ezra, Thou hast punifbe^ 
us lefs than our iniquities deferve. It might have been 1 ■ thoufand t imes worfe, if ftri£t juftice had been the rule 
It is of the Lord’s mercies we are not confumed. 

5^/y, When you murmur under ficknefs you quarre! 1 
•with the mefienger of that fovereign God> wh0 gave you - 
your lives, and can take them again when he thinks fit: 
and we know mefiengers ought not to be maltreated 01 
atufed, whatever be their, commiflion, and far lefs when - 
they are fent upon a gpod defign. Now, if you confidei 
the defign of this mefTenger and his errand to you, inflead 
of fretting and quarreling at his coming, you ought ja- > 
ther to htefs God that fends fuch afuitable harbinger and forerunner to tell you that death is approaching, and that 
he vouchfafes to take fo much pains on you, to wean you 
from the . world, and make you willing to be gone, by 
long continued trouble ; when he might have feized you 
in a violent manner, and driven you away by main force, 
without ufing any means to obtain your confent. Have} 
jiot manv, who were molt unwilling to die, at the begin-' 
niing of a' ficknefs, been brought, by the increafe and con- 
tinuance of it, to be well fatisfied to leave the world, am 
long to be with Chrift. ? And was not this for then advantage ? 

(iihljy Confider the great evil and finfulnefs of impatienl murmurings, complaints and quarrelings under afflittion, 
1. Murmuring hath in it much unbelief and diftrufl: 

of God, Pfal. cvi. 24, 25. They believed not his ivord, bin murmured in their tents. They could not believe that the 
wildernefs was the way to Canaan, that, God would pr< 
vid& and furnifh a table for them there, and relieve thei 
in all their ftraits. So it is with us in trouble, we quatrei 
with God’s providence, becaufe we do not believe his pro 
mifes; we do not believe that this can be confifteat wit! 
love, or ca» work for good in the end. 
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2. It hath in it unthankfulnefs. While we complain 

Jof one affli£Hon, we overlook a thoufand mercies. The 
If Iftaelites murmured fo for what they had not, that they 
Hunthank/ully forgot all they had. Whereas a. thankful 
*perfon is fo far from fretting that God doth not give 
shim evefy thing, that he wonders that God Ihould give 
‘him any thing. I am lefs than the leajl of all thy mercies i 
faid Jacob. We are perplexed, fa id Paul, but not in dif- 
fair: we have God to go to, which is matter of praife. 

'Tut the murmurer unthankfully overlooks all his prefent, 
Sand forgets all his former mercies; and gives not God 
thanks for any thing. Becaufe God removes his comforts, 

ilhis health, ftrength and eafe for a time; all the years 
the formerly enjoyed them, though moil undefervedly5 ilare quite buried in oblivion. 
« 3, It implies much pride and felf-eonceit. He that 
!‘ Complains of God’s dealings, fecretly applauds his own vdeferving. Only by pride comes contention. When men 

-‘ have a conceit of themfelves, they pick quarrels with 
* 'God’s providence, being apt to think they deferve better ;,i.treatment at his hands : Whereas the humble foul is fen- 
*®ble he deferves»nothing but wrath, and therefore lays 

his hand on his mouth when the Lord affli&s him. ; 4. It involves men into rebellion againfl God.. When 
^Pod ftrikes men for Tm, murmurs "fly in his face, and 

kick againft his flrokes, like bullocks nnaccultomed to 81'the yoke. They in fome refpedf refemble that defperate 
ihapoftate Julian, of whom it is written, that he (hot up 
Ihis darts againft heaven, when he was in diftrefs. They 

‘fulfil that word, Prov. xix. 3. The foolijh'nefs of man per- 
‘•verteth his way, and his heart fretteth againft the Lord. 
'The repining heart boils with rage againft God and his idifpenfations, like thefe wicked Jews when hungry and 

l ihardly beftead, Ifa. viii. 21. Theyjhallfret themfelves, and 
Opurfe their king ajtd their God, and look upward. 

5. It imports much impenitency and unhumblednefs 
i*'f°r fin ; and that we have feen little of the intrinfic evil 
t;'0/ fin ; and of our ill-defervings for it! Can we truly be- '.lieve that our fins deferve hell-fire, and yet impatiently 
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repine at ficknefs and lelfer ftrokes upon our bodies i 

6. It includes much atheifm and blafphemy againffi) 
God, and his infinite perfeftions in feveral refpefts : 

(r.) By our impatient murmurings, we either virtually 
deny that things here below are governed by God’s 
providence ;, or elfe,, 

(2) We tax his providence with unrighteoufnefs in 
the managements thereof; as if'God did withold from 
us what is due, or infiicT on us what we have not defer-i 
ved. O what atheifm is this ! Shall not, the Judge oi 
all the .earth do right ? May he not, upon the jufteft 
ground,anfwer every murmur, as Matth. xx. 13. Friend‘d 
I do the no wrong ? 

(3.) We in efte£V grafp at the fovereignty, and ufurpi 
the throne of the moil high God, and would have the 
difpofal of things in our.hands ; yea, we prefume to fum- 
mon God to our bar to give account of his adminiftra* 
tions, when we take upon us to quarrel any of his dif- 
^rfifatiotis^ Alas, we little remember the woe that is 
pronounced againft fo doing, Ifa. xiv. 9. “ Woe unto 
him that ftriveth w ith his Maker; {ball the clay fay to< 
him that fafhioneth it, What makeft thou ? or thy work* 
He hath no hands ?” 

(4.) We on the matter take fin’s part againft God; 
we either juftify it, or extenuate its evil, and alledge, by 
our murmurings, that God is unrighteous to punifh fuclt 
fmall fins with fuch heavy affii£tions. 

(5.) We virtually queftion God’s power to reach us at 
greater blow, when we enter the lifts with God, and! 
contend with our Maker; is it not in effe£f to fay, we: 
know how to reduce him to our terms, or make our party 
good againft him. 

(6-) We difparage his wifdom, and take upon us to 
be his cpunfellors, as if we could inftrufil him better in 
the management of affairs, and teach him what is .fit to 
be done with his creatures. Hear what the Lord faith^ 
Job xi. 2 “ Shall fce that contendeth with the Almighty^ 
rtfftruft him ? He that reproveth God let him anfwer 
it.” Murmuring is a reproving of God, and a charging 
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him with ill conduft, faying, in efFe£t, with Abfalom, 
“ There is none that takes care to order mens affairs : O 
that I were king of the world ! then fhbuid things be bet* 
teer ordered than they now are ” S« blafphemoijs is 
the language of our impatient murmurings.—Let us 
therefore be afliamed of them, and abhor ourfelves in duft 
and afhes for our foolifhnefs in cenfuring the a£tions of 
the only wife God.-—Shall a poor ignorant pafl'enger, 
that underftands not the aife of the compafs, be angry 

.that the fkilful pilot will not fleer the veflel according tc> 
his pleafure ? 

(7.) We hereby flight and undervalue the riches of 
divine goodnefs, of which we have formerly fhared, and 
do ftill partake : Like foolifh and pettilh children, if they 
cannot have their will, or get fome.things they want, do 
prefently throw away the things which they have, faying 
with unthankful Haman, All this availeth me nothing. 

Lastly, I might add. This fin hath Tome refemblanca 
to hell itfelf; for there the damned do continually vex 
and torment themfelves with their fretting and impatient 
thoughts, which caufe them to break out in fearful ragje 
and blafphemy againfl God. 

Attest. But how fhall we prevent fuch discontented 
murmurings ? for fometim'es trouble is fo great that we 
cannot bear it patiently. . 

Anfiu. God hath given you reafon, to bear rule over 
paflion, and furnifhed you with ftrong arguments to pre- 
vail againfl; difcontents. Why then fhould you be fo 
brutifh as to dethrone reafon, and fuffer fenfe and paflion 
to govern in you ? - Are you not Chriftians, and fworn 
to live according to the rules of that excellent religion ? 
Why then do you a£l fo contrary to your profeflioh and 
engagements? .1 

Befides what I have already faid, I fhall add fome few 
remedies more for the cure of this murmuring dilleropCr. 

ijA Look on thy murmutiugs as worfe than all thy 
pains and troubles whatfoever ; thofe are but afflicti- 
ons from God, but thefe are fins grievous and pro- 
voking unto God. 
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idly, Remember the judgments which murmuring hath 

brought down from heaven upon (Taners. Miriam was 
fmitten with lejrofy for it} Dathan and Abiram were 
fwallowed up alive: fiery ferpents,plagues, and exclufion 
from Canaan, were Ifrael's judgments for this fin, i Cor. x 
jo. “ Neither murmur ye, as fome of them murmured, 
and were deftroyed of the deftroyer.” The arrows which 
jnurmurers lhootagainfl heaven,do foon return upon their 
©wn heads._ 

3d/y, Whatever thy fufferings are for the prefent, yet 
'Rill believe thy cafe might be worfe. The troubles that 
light upon the body are nothing lo terrible as thefe that 
light on the foul, Prov. xviii. 14. A wounded spiri't who can 
bear? They are nothing to whatthy innocent Saviour fuf- 
fered upon the crofs,yea, nothing to what fome.martyrs 
have endured for the truths of the gofpel. 

4^/y, Get very low thoughts of yourfelf, and a deep - 
fenfe of ill-defervings for fin. Oh ! ftould a fire-brand 
of hell murmur for temporal affii&ions ? 

$thly, Be ftill examining thyfelf, rather than cenfuring 
God. Doth God feem tonegle£l thee, fay alas, it is molt, 
juft ! Have not I negle&ed him, and given a deaf ear to 
his calls many a day ? 

6th’y, Bear in mind that thefe troubles will not laft, 
there is a great change near; either they will iflue in life 
or death. If life, you will be afhamed you had no more 
patience when fick ; if death, then, if you belong to Chrift, 
it will give afinifhing ftfoke toall.troubles and.complaints, 
and heaven will make amends for, all. But if you be npt 
in Chrift, wbaceveryour affliftions.be now, troubles a 
thoufand times worfe are abiding you in another world : 
death will turn thy crofles into pure unmixed curfes; and 
*ben, how rgladly wouldeft thou return to thy former af- 
ilifted ftate,, autl.purchafe it at any rate, were there any 
poffibility of fuch a return ? You now fly out in a paffion, 
and fay,,you are pot able to bear what you, complain of: 
But confided if .you will then bear m^re, whether you 
will or not ; and God will make you able to bear more* 
when there will never be ^ny hopes of relief. 
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ythtyy Study to give vent to thy forrows in a way of 

trayer and praife. An oven flopped is the more hot with- 
n ; but the breath of prayer or praife gives eafe. If we 
lid complain more to God, we Ihould complain lefs of 
God. What a mercy is it, tha? you have itill God to go 

I ;o r improve? the privilege, confefs unworthinefs, and beg 
.[the grace of patience and fubmiffion out of Chrift’s full 

treasures. Be alfo praiiing God for mercies received ; 
and however bad thy cafe is, blefs God it is not in belli 
you are in the land of hope. 

CHAP. III. 
'Containing special DireElions to the Children of Godt when 

under Sickness or, any other AJfliElion. 
Direct, I. Let believers especially guard against fainting or 

dejponding under God's ajjh fling hand. 
*"1 HIS is an exhortation which God in a peculiar man- 

ner direfts unto his children, Heb. xii. 5. My 
; son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
Khou art rebuked, cf him. There are two extremes men- 

ioned, defpiung and fainting ; I fpoke of the fir ft before, 
iinChap. II Diredf. II It is a duty to feel our affli£t:ion, 
but a fin to faint under it. God’s people maybe faid to 

h faint under their trials, when they fink, or defpond, or give 
way to fretting or repining under them. In the preced- ing direQign, I fpoke of the evil of murmuring in gene- 

. ral ; here I fliall fpeak of believers faintings in particu- 
lar. 

1. I ftiall enquire whence.their fainting under afHiftion doth proceed. 
2. Bring fome arguments and helps againft this evil. 
I. As to. the firft. Whence thefe faintings in believers 

do proceed. 1st, They proceed from the grieyoufnefs of 
J their afflidtion, and the heavinefs of their burden, which 

is rejuly to ..amaze and flagger their thoughts, and fink their fpirits with fear and defpondency. Hence did the 
Pfalmift complain, Pfalm lx. 3. “ Ihou halt fhewed 
thy people hard things; thou haft made us to drink th» 
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wine of aftonifliment.’’ And Pfalm Ixix. 2. “ I fink ii 
deep mire, where there is no Handing ; I am come ini 
deep waters, where the floods overflow me,” 

2dly, From the fmallnefs of their fpiritual ftrengtl 
and particularly the weaknefs of their faith, Prov. xxi' 
1 o. If thou faint in the day. of adverftty, thy strength is fmai 
Whence was it that Peter fainted and beg^n to fink in th< ■waters, but from the weaknefs of his faith, Matth, xiv 
30, 3 1. We know not our ftrength till itbe tried, Some 
times we have fuch a conceit of it, that we think, like Pe 
ter, we can walk upon a fea of trouble: but in a little 
behold, fome furpriling blaft aflaults our confidence : ane 
then we faint, or cry out with him, Help, Lordt or elsew 
perish. Peter reckoned only upon the fea, but he did nq 
think of the boifterous wind ; and he looked to dangers! 
more than to the power that was to carry him througl 
them. 

3J/y, From their impatience of delay, when deliverano 
is long a-coming, it is not eafy to wait God’s leifure, am to keep the heart from defperate conclufions, Pfalm xxxijj 
22, “ I faidin my hafte, I am cut off from before thimll 
eyes. I 

Ofthly, From the power of Satan’s temptations, and fu|J 
nous aflaults. When Satan is fet loofe in time of afflicjj 
tion to throw in his fiery darts, the believer is ready t«j 
faint, and fay, as Pfal. Ixxvli. 8. “ Is his mercy dealt 
gone for ever : ” £sY. 

^thlyy For their wearifome conflicts with a body o 
death and an ill heart. Thefe in time of affliction do adc 
affliction to the afflicted. 

6thtyy From long and great defertions. When Got 
hides his face from the believer in affliction, his fou: 

faints under it, as in Ifa. xliv. 14. “ Zion hathfaid, th< 
Lord hath forfaken me, my God hath forgotten me.” 

f]thlyt From the confidence of their guilt, and ill defer 
vings before God, upon the account of old fins, abufe o,|| 
mercies, and untender walking before God. AffliCtioi|j 
doth revive old fins, as with Job, Job xiii. 26. “ 1 houj 
writeft bitter things againft me, and makeft ms to poflcOJ 
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J die fins of my youth.” His old fins, and guilt of his u yaythful follies, now revived upon him, and fat clofe to 
, his confidence ; which occafioned his fainting undir his 

burden. 
'/ ■ Lastly^ Great affliftions do frequently cloud the belie- 
’ vcr’s graces and evidences for heaven^ and difcover their 

!1 corruptions 5 whereby they are made to fink under their 
“ trial. They fee more unbelief, impatience, diftruft and 
j enmity to God in them, than they faw before :Whereby 
•! they are fometimes tempted to raze the foundation, and : fay all their former attainments were but delufions, and 11 their profeffions but hypocrify. Thefe things make af- 

fli&ions fometimes very heavy and finking to the people of God. 
II. In the next place, for preventing and helping this e- 

vil of fainting under affliction : let believers confider, 4 ist, Thefe heavy trials are all needful for you. Deep 
' waters are not more needful ta^carry a fhip into the ha- 
j ven, than great afflictions are to carry the vefiels of our 
" fouls into the port of blifs. Strong wind and thunder are 

frightful, but they are neceflary to purge the air. One of 
' the fharpeft calamities that ever hefel Ifrael, was the Ba- 
, bylonifh captivity, yet even this was in mercy to them ; 

for the Lord faith, Jer. xxiv. 5. “ I have fent them out 
of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their 
good.” Strange ! Of freemen to be made prifoners, and 

; that in a ftrange land among the heathen ; to be removed 
far from their own houfes, vineyards, friends, nay, and 
from the temple of God and his ordinances; and yet 
all this for their good ! why ? they were hereby effec- 
tually weaned and broke off from their darling fin of ido- 
latry. ■idly, Confider, that your afflidion, however heavy it 
be, will fioon have an end ; Ifa. Ivii 16. For 1 will not 
contend for ever, neither will 1 be always wroth ; for the 
fpirit fhould fail before me, and the fouls which I have 

I made.” The goldi'mith will not let his gold lie any long- 
er in the furnace than it is purified. The wicked have a 
fea of wrath to drink : but, O drooping believer, take com- 



THE AFFLICTED 46 
fort ; you have but a cup of affli£Hon, which will foon 
be exhaufled. The time is near when all thy trials lhall 
have an end : In heaven there is no crofs, no complaint, 
no tears nor forrows for ever. 

3Faint not, O child of God ; for thefe affii£tions arc ail the hell which thou (halt have ; thou haft nothing] 
to fear hereafter. Judas had two hells, one in time, by 
terror in confcience, another after this life, which en- 
dures to eternity : but all the hell that a believer hath is 
but this light affliction, which is but for a moment. 

4*1:1$) Defponding or murmuringin affliction is evil in 
any, but in none it is fo bad as in the children of God. 
It doth very ill become their covenants,, their privileges, 
their hopes. Have they refigned and given up themfelves 
and all they have to God, by a folemn covenant, and will 
they fret when he difpofeth of them ? Did ft thou not fay, I 
O believer, in the day when thy heart was ftung with fin, 
and the terrors of God m^de thee afraid, O let me have 
Jefus Chrift for my Saviour and portion, and I will be 
content, though I fhould be ftricken with boils like Job, 
or beg my bread with Lazarus? Now, God tries thee if 
thou wilt ftand to thy word : O beware of rqtraCUng. 
Hath not that foul enough, who hath an all-fufficient God 
forhis portion ? If God be thine in covenant, that com- 
prehends all things. 

Sthlyi It doth difeompofe and unfit the foul for any 
duty. It is ill failing in a ftorm, fo it is ill praying when 
the heart is in a ftorm of difquiet and defpondency. 

6thly, Your fainting under affliCIion, and carrying as if 
the confolations of God were fmall, is enough to {tumble 
others at religion, and make them call the truth of it in 
queftion. When they fee thofe that profefs religion, and 
have oft declared that their rejoicing is in Chrift Jefus as 
their portion, begin to fink and defpond under outward 
affliction : O may they not be tempted to fay, “ Where 
is the truth of religion ? Where are thefe divine fupports 
and confolations we have often heard of ?” 

LaJllj) O then feek to get faith revived, and ftrength- 
cned, and refolve with Job to truft in God, though he 
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Hiould flay you. This would be of noble ufe to keep the 
heart from finking under preflures of affliftion, as the 
Pfalmift found it to his fweet experience, Pfalm xxvii. 13. 

I had fainted unlefs, I had believed to fee the goodnefs 
of the Lord in the land of the living.’' 

III. I come to anfwer fome obj^ftions or excufes of 
fainting believers, which they do commonly alledge as 
the ground of their difeouragement in their afflidtions. 

Objeft. L « O (faith one) my afflictions are not ordi- 
nary ; they are fore preflures 1 lie under, and of variou* 
kinds too ” 

Ansyu- 1. O believer, God hath taken the ordering of your lot in his own hand, and he knows what is fitteft for 
you. Should a man be left to caive out his own portion, 
it would foon appear he would be his own greateft ene- 
my. We would be all for the dainties of pleafure and 
profperity, which would not be for our foul’e health ; as 
children think green fruit thebeft diet, betaufe they plcafe 
their tafte : but their parents are wifer to keep them from 
them. 

2^/y, God may fee you have many and ftrong lulls to 
,)be fubdued, and that you need many and fore afflidtions 
to bring you down. Your pride and obftinacy of heart 

'may be ftrong, your diftempers deeply rooted, and there- 
fore the phyfic muft be proportioned to them ; as with, 
the Israelites, Pfal. evii. j 1, 12. “ Becaufe they rebelled 
againft the words of God, and contemned the counfels of 
'the Moft High : therefore he brought down their heart with labour.” O believer, your God and Father, that 
hath the mixing of your cup and.portion, is a wife and 

: fkilful phyfician, who knows your conltitution and your 
| need, 1 Pet. i. 6. “ If need be you are in heavinefs 

through manifold temptations.” And as he knows your 
r need, fo he underftands your ftrength, 1 Cor. x. 1%. Faith* 
; 'ful is he that ‘will not fujftr you to be tempted above what you 

are able." 
%dly, God fends great and fore troubles, that you may 

have the more experience of God’s wifdom and mercy in 
1 your fuppott and deliverance-: Pfalm Ixxii. 2Q« “ Thou 
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which haft ftfewcd me great and fore troubles, (hall quicfc<*|l 
cn and bring me up again from the depths of the earth.” 

Objctt. II. “ But (faith another) my afflidlion is An- 
gular ; there was never any in my condition.” 

Ans'iv. \Jl. It is very ordinary for every man in great 
diftrefs to reckon his cafe Angular, becaufe he feels belt, 
what is neareft himfelf, but is a ftracger to what his neigh- 
bour feels. 

idly, This fuggeftion is one of Satan's devices, that he 
may tempt a child of God to queftion his Father’s love ; 
but he is a liar, and not to be credited in what he faith i 
For others of your brethren have been afflidled in che fame 
kind and degree, if not worfe, i Pet. y. 9, ‘‘ Knowing 
that the fame afflictions are accqrnp;'ifhed in your breth- 
ren that are in the world.” 

3<//y, Whatever yCur cafe be, you muft own your fuf- 
ferings are rOc lo great as your Ans. The trials of God’s 
pSopie in Babylon were Angular; yet Ezra owns, Ezra 
ix. 13. Thou hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve. 
If our provoked Judge {hall in his clemency Tend us to 
Babylon inftead of hell, we have no caufe to complain. 

qthly But, O child of God, however thou complaincft, 
of the Angularity of affliction now, all fuch complaints 

/ will be taken out of thy mouth ere long, and that time is 
near when thou flialt be made to wonder at the wifdom 
of God in guiding fo many fons and daughters to glory,: 
through fuch a variety of 1 rials. Exercises, Ajffhclions and 
Temptations; and made to fay as thefe in Mark vii. 37. i 
He hath done all things well. 

ObjeB. II. “ But, faith one, my affliction is long con- 
tinued, and I fee no outgate; and how can I but faint 
under it.” 

Ansiv. \st. It is not fo long as your fins deferve ; for 
in juftice it might be for ever, it might be, the worm that \ 
never dieth, and the fire that is never quenched. 

'idly. Your fuffei ingon earth is not fo long as your re-1 
ward in heaven, Rom. viii. 18. “ Fori reckon that the 1 

fufferings of the prefeot time, ate not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which fliall be revealed in us.’’ 
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3<f/y, No length or continuance of afili£Hon here (liould 

hinder a believer’s comfort, if we take a view of our head 
^ and pattern Jefus Chrilt. How long did his affli&ions 
continue ! No end was put to them, till he cried with a 

it loud voice, and gave up the ghoft. Though he was the 
’ Son of God, yet from the hour of his birth to the mo- 
• ment of his death, from his manger to his crofs, his af- 
iffidlions ftill encreafed, and he ended his days in the midft 

: of them. Now, Chrift is the head of the church, and 
; your great reprefentative, O believers, into a conformity 
with whom you are predeftinated : be content then to be 

»like your head and pattern, to have no eafe or reft from 
,jaffli£iions'till you lie down in the grave ; it is “ there 
, the wicked ceafe from troubling, and there the weary be 
at reft,” Job Hi. iy. 

, 4^/y, Remember that your afflictions arc a part of 
j Chrift’s crofs, which your loving Redeemer hath contriv- 
! edfor your good, and hath appointed you to take up and 
. bear with him. Now love to Chrift (hould keep you from 

. wearying to bear off a part of Chrift’s cirofs, efpeciaUy 
when he himfelf bears the heavieft end of it, nay, bears ■ ^ou and your crofs both. It is faid of Jacob, Gen. xxix. 
Sthat « he feryed feven years for Rachef, a.nff they 

ned to him but a few days, for the love he had to her.” 
1, ftiall we not endure a few years affliction for our 
d Jefus Chrift, who lived a life of forrows, and died a 
ed death far our fakes ? Had we more love to Cbrifl^ 
erofs would not be fo tedious to us. 
ihly. Should it not be good news to thee, that' there 
deliverance for thee at death from all thy troubles, 
that this time is haftening and very near ? Be not ari- 

Ikipus for an oUtgate hfere in time, for that favours too 
biuch of unbelief and love to the world. Doth ‘ it not 
{Teem to fay, that you would be better content to be turn- 
ed back again to the ftonny tumultuous fea of this World, 
pan to be fafely landed at your reft above ? That you 
would be gladder of a few temporal tneifcies on earth, 
pan to enter upon your eternal inheritance with Chj-ift. r 

'Objecl. IV. « No wonder (faith one) thatI faint urf- 
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der my affli£lion, for I want thefe confolations and fup- 
ports which God ufeth to referve for afflifted faints.” 

Ansiu. \Jl. If God be prefently chaflening you for your 
fins, you mu ft be content to feel the bitternefs of fin,- 
before you can tafte of the fweetnefs of God’s confola- 
tions. 

Can you fay that your afflr&ions have duly hum- 
bled you, and fitted you for comfort? Have they yet 
brought you to a willingnefs to quit and renounce all your 
beloved fins, and even to part with all ypur earthly enjoy- 
ments and comforts at God’s call, and be content with 
God in Chtift alone for your happindfs and portion ? If 
this be not done, your afflittions have not had their due 

.effe£b, to prepare you for comfort, and till then you can- 
not expeft it. You are in the hands of a wife and fkil- 
ful phyfician, who will not too haftily heal and bind up 
your fores, fo as to let them fpoil and fefter at the bot- 
tom. 

3*//y, Though you have no fenfible confolations from 
God in your prefent trials, yet you muft ftill labour to 
keep in the way of duty,and live by faith on his promifes. 
Believe firmly that God is good to them that love him, 
and that there is fofgivenefs with him to the penitent fin- 
ner. And if all ftars withdraw their light whilft you are 
in God’s way, then afture yourfelf the fun is near the arif- 
ing. ' 

Objeft. V. “ But my affli£lion is fuch, that it difables 
me from duty, and makes me ufelefs and unprofitable i 
and this makes me faint under my burden-” 

Ansiu. i/?. God fends afflidlions never to unfit, but to 
quicken you for the performance of duty ; to make you 
repent more thoroughly, pray more fervently, flee to 
Chrift more earneftly, and mind heaven more jntenfely. 

ldlyx If it be your duty to others that your affliflion incapacitates you for,then remember, if God in his provi- 
dence difable you for that, it is no longer a duty incum- 
bent onypu, and you muft not grudge if God take you 
off, and put others in your room. God is a free and fo- 
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L vereign agerit, and will be tied to no mean or inftrument 
! whatfomever for carrying on his work. 
Direct. II. Let all the children of God hi exemplary in pa- 

tience and fubmijfton to God under their affliftion. 
I Treated of patience, and gave fome motives and helps 

to it, to all affli<fted perfons in general, Chap. II. Di- 
re£I. V. But here I fliall bring fome fpecial argument to 
Chriftian patience and fubmiflion proper for believers. You 
that God hath done fo much, for beyond othets, ought to 
fhine in this grace of patience, and be examples to others 

; for it, when God chattens you, though with very fore af- 
t fli£Hon. 

1st Study patience under affli£Vion ; for it is the com- 
mon path and beaten road to heaven^that all the faints 
have trode, who have gone thither before you. Behold 
the print of the foot-fteps of all the cloud of witneffes in 
this road : and would ye be Angular, and chufe a way of 
your own ? When God folemnly renewed his covenant 
with Abraham, and he had prepared the facrifice, where- 

\ by it was to be ratified and confirmed, God made a fmo- 
king furnace to pafs betwixt the pieces of the facrifice, 

‘ I Gen. xv. 1 -. to let him know that there was a furnace of 
' affliftion attending the Covenant of grace and peace, and 

all that entered thereunto. God has appointed that all 
the itones of this fpiritual and heavenly building fhalT be 

! hewed and polilhed by affliftion here ; and we are not to 
; think that God’s ordinary way will be changed for us. 

We muft not think to walk on rofes, when fo many wor- 
thies have ma-ched through briers and thorns to heaven. 

j-r 2dly, Confider, that the greateft afflidlions you meet 
with are confident with the love of God, nay fpring from- 
his love to you. Every fandlified rod is a gift and royal 
donation fent by the hand of God to you, Phil. i. 29. « 

, To you it is given, in behalf of Chrid, not only to believe 
on him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake.” Now furely, if 

f we looked on the crofs as a gift, an honour, an advantage, 
and bieffing, we would bear it patiently, Pfalm xciv . 12. 
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d.” a “ Blefled is the man whom thou chaftneft, O Lord, 

believer, thy temporal crofs comes from the fame -love | 
that thy eternal crowm comes from, according to Rev. iy. 
19, 21. Men will not take pains to correft ftubborn fer- 1 
vants, but will turn them out of doors ; but love conftrains 
them to chaftife their fons. God out of haired lets tna-I 
ny a finnergo unpunilhed in this world : for, why fliould 
he prune or drefs the tree he intends for the fire ; the ma- (I 
lefa£lor efcapes fcourging that is condemned to the gal^ 
lows, Job xxi. 3. “ The wicked is referved to the day 
of deftru£tion » they fhall be brought forth to the day of . 
wrath.” But it is far otherwife with the children of God. f 
That is, a ftrange word which Job hath, Job vii. 17. 18. 
“ What is man that thou fhouldeft magnify him ; and'; 
that thou Ihouldft fet thine heart upon him : And that 
thou fhouldeft vifit him every morning, and try him every 
moment ?” Now, if we compare this place with others in 
the context, we will fee how he acknowledgeth that the 
moft overwhelming diftrefs proceeds from the love and 
care of God, yea, from his fixing his heart pn him, to 
magnify him, and do him good ; and that for this end he 
doth chaften him every morning, and try him every mo- 
ment ; and that with fuch afflictions as for the prefent 
are fo far from being joyous, as that they give the foul no 
reft, but even make the man weary of his life ; as he ex^, 
preffeth what effeCts his affliction had on himfelf. Yea, 
it may be obferved in the providence of God from the 
foundation of the world, that thofe who have had moft af- 
fltions have had moft grace, and the moft eminent teftir 
monies of acceptance with God : Jefus Chrift the Son 
of God, had the moft afflictions of any ; and yet the Fa- 
ther always loved him, and was well pleafed with him. 

Confider the bright examples of patience which 
God lets before you indiis word. Befides that of his dear 
Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, of which I fpoke before ; con- 
fider the patience of Job, when he was ftript of all earth- 
ly comforts, and laid under the greateft afflictions, yet he 
calmly falls down and worfhips God, Job i. 21. and faid, * ’ - i- fhall 
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Jfliall I return : The Lord gave, and the Lord bath, taken ' away, blefled be the name of the Lord. In all this Job 
j finned not, nor charged God foolifhly.” Confider the 

patience of David when he was driven from his throne,' 
from his houfe, and from God’s fainfluary, and all tin’s by 
his own fon : yet how fubmiflive is he to God ? 2 Sam. 
xv. 26, “ Behold, here I am, let him do to me as feemeth 
good to him ’’ And when Shimei curfed him, r..:d threv/ 

, uones at him, he patiently bore it, and would fuffer no 
' harm to be be done him for it, faying, as in 2 Sam. xvi. 11. 
| “ Let him alone, and let him curfe, for the Lord hath 

bidden him.” Confider the patience of holy Eli when, . 
though he heard fuch news as like a fudderi clap of tliun- 

j der made the ears of fuch as heard it to tingle, and their' 
hearts to tremble, yet he calmly and quietly fubmitted to 
it, 1 Sam. iii. 18. “ It is the Lord, let him do what, 
feemeth him good.” He doth not lly in God’s face in a 
paffion, but falls down at his feet in a humble fubmiffion. 
Obferve alio the wonderful patience of Aaron, when. God 
affli£l:ed him very fore he is filent and fubmiffive under 
the Lord’s hand, Lev. x. 3. And Aaron held his peace. If 

ilwe confider the greatnefs of the punifhment, we will fee 
the more caufe to commend the greatnefs of his pati- 
ence, 1. Aaron loft his children ; not his eftate or worldly 
fubftance, but his children, thefe are a part of a man’s bow- 
els -, ocher earthly Ioffes are not comparable to this ; there- 
fore it was that Satan that cunning enemy referved the 
Ibfs of Job’s children to the laft onfet, as his great mas- 
terpiece and ftiarpeft attack. How fadly did Rachel lament' 
and weep for her children ! Math. ii. 18. Aaron held his, 
pface. 2. Aaron loft his two Tons at once. How pathe- 
tically did David bewail the lofs of one fon, 2 Sam. xviff.' 
33. “ O my fon Abfalom, my fon, my fon,” Isfc. yet Aa- 
ron loft both his fons together, and faith not one word i 
He held his peace.—3.; Aaron loft them by a fudden death, 
of which he had no warning : Sicknefs ufually prepares' 
men for the ftroke that is coming by death ; but Aaron 
met with a furprifingblowj yet he held his peacs?.--Aaron’s , 
fons were not taken away by an ordinary ftVpke of God V 
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liand, but by an extraordinary fupernaturaT rodj for it isr 
laid, ‘ There went out fire from the Lord, and devoured ! 
them, and they died before the Lord,” Lev. x. 2. He loft j 
ihem in fucha manner as-might fpeak forth God’s anger ; : 
vow, a religious father had rather lofe all his children in the 11 i 
favour of God, than one child in his anger ; yet, whatever t 
were the bitter ingredients of this cup, Aaron was not im- > 
patient againft Gcd that mixed it for him, but held his- .1 
peace, becaufe God did it. 

4th/y, To engage you to patience under your trials, do- :? 
but compare your cafe with that of others. Do not fay,, i 
there is none afflicted as you are j for there many far deep- t 
er plunged in the waters of Mara than you are ; fome are ; 
itill upon the rack, and fpend their whole days and years. A 
in continual fighting and ftruggling *, as in Pfal. xxxi. to. » 
“ My fife is fpent with grief, and my years with fighing.” ' 
Have you fore diftref? in your bodies ? others have grie- » 
vous wounds in their fouls. Do you bear th* wrath of 
man ? others bear the wrath of God. You havebutone - 
fingle trial, others have many twifted together. Some are 
ftript of all comforts, you have comfort ftill remaining. 
You may have many fad things in your trial, but you have 
not ground as yet to complain as the Pfalmift doth, Pfal. 
xlii. 7. “ All thy waves and thy billows are gone over 1 
me ” Take a vie w of what the Son of God, what the a- I 
poftles, and what the martyrs and other worthies have en- ^ 
dured. They had trial of cruel mockings, fcourgings, 
Bonds and imprifonments : they wandered in defarts, in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the (earth, being def- : 
titute, affliflted, tormented. They were tempted, they I 
were crucified, (toned to death, fawn afunder, (lain with 
the fword, fsV. And yet, how well did they take with 
the crofs ? faith Paul, « We glory in tribulation,” Rom. 
v. 2. And what faith James? James i. 3. “ My brethren 
count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.’* . 
As if .he bad faid, Rejoice aye more and more that you 
afflicted : God is magnifying you, he is vifiting you, do- 
ing you gdod, taking the more pains on you, and fitting 
you fbr gldry., 
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!! Stkiy, The confideration of God’s former mercies and 
: Jdndnefles to you ftiould engage you to patience in trouble, 
b and make ycu blufh to take any thing ill out of God’s 
i hand. Thus job taught his impatient wife, Job ii. 10. 
“ What ? {hall we receive good at the hand of God, and' 
{hall we not receive evil?” O believer, let not thy afflic' 
tibns caufe the to bury thy mercies in oblivion. Has not 
God brought thee .from Satan’s family, and put you a- 
•niong his children ; and will you forget to undervalue 

i that hour ? Hath he ^ruck off thy fetters, taken off thy 
.'prifon garments, and fet you at liberty ; and, will you 
;be unthankful ? Hath he given thee Chrift for thy treafure- 
[and portion, and entitled you to his unfearchable riches ; 
'Und, will you-be difcontented ?-hath he given you the 
graces of his Spirit, which are more precious than ru- 
bies : and, will you quarrel when he fmites in fome out- 
ward things ?: hath he made you an heir of glory, and 
provided eternal manfions above for you ; and will you be 
fretful for want of fome trifles here ? The view Mofes 
had of the recompence of reward in heaven, caufed him 

(chufe to fuffer affliction patiently with the people of God 
j[ The time of affli&ion is ufually God’s gracious 
|tryfting feafon with his people, in the time of their rareft 
comforts and fweeteft foretaftes of heaven according to a 
Cor. i. 5. Paul and Silas did never fing more joyfully 
than when they were laid in the inner prifon, with their 

i backs torn with fcourges, and their feet fall in the flocks, 
Adts xvi. 24, And when was it that Jkcob faw the angels 

; of God afcending and defcending upon the ladder that' 
it reached betwixt heaven and earth, but at the time when- 

lie was in a deftitute cafe, forced to lie in the open field 
having no canopy but the heavens, and no pillow but a- 

1 ftone ? when was it that the three children faw Chritt in 
5 the likenefs of the Son of man walking with them, but 
[ when they were in the furnace, and when it was hotter 
. than ordinary ? When was it that Ezekiel had a vifion 
' of God, but when fitting folitary by.the river. Chebar in 
f the land of his captivity ? When was it that John got a 

glorious vifion of Chxjft> but when he was an exile in 
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the ifle of Patrhtis ? And, when was it that Stephen faw !• 
the heavens opened, and Chrift (landing at the right hand ) ; oF God pleading for him, but when they were (toning f 
and bruifing him to death ? So that the mod remarkable j 
experiences of Godrs kindnefs, that believers get in this. ; 
world, have been tryfted to the time of affluflion : the con- j j 
fideration whereof (hould move every Chridian to wait on ’ 
the Lord, and bear his crofs with patience. 

7ifZ>/Vj When you are helped to chridian patience and it fubmiffion under God’s hand, it doth contribute much 
to the credit of religion, and to the conviction of the ■ 
world, that there is a certain reality in the truths of the 
gofpel, and a great efficacy in the grace of God, which, i 
bears you up, and carries you through, beyond the llrength ; 
of nature. 

Lajily, O believer, bear up with patience under the 
crofs, for thou had not long to bear it. God’s wrath,on 
the church abideth but for a moment, yea, a little mo- 
ment, Ifa. xxvi. 20. “ Come my people, enter thou into1 

thy. chambers and (hut thy doors about thee, hide thyfelf 
as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be 
over-pad.” Surely a moment, a little moment which 
is the fma'Ied pirt of time, will foon be over; and wilt 1 

thou not have patience for a moment ? The Pfalmid 
Supported himfelf with this confideration, Pfalm. ciii. 
9. “ He will not always chide, neither will he keep 
his anger forever.” The time of indignation will foon 
be over-pad, and the time of confolation will fucceed. 
O believer, the end of all thy trials is near ; think on it, 
and look for it. Is it bedily pain er (icknefs that is thy 
affiiClion ?. then confuler, the end of it will be either life 
or death; if death, then what thou fuffered is the lad 
brunt, bear it patiently. Thefe enemies you now fee, you 
will fee them again no more. In the manGons above 
there is, no pain nor crying : the inhabitants there ihall 
never fay they are Gck ; and one hour with them will make 
thee forget all thy momentary afflictions. If the iflue 
(hall be life, you will be afflarned, when well, that you . 
had.no more patience whilft fick. 
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I (hall clofe this dtre£lion with the words of the apoftle 

fames, James v. to. " Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have fpoken in the name of the Lord, for an exam- 
ple of faffering affliftion, and 6f patience. Behold, we 
count them happy v/hich, endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have feen the end 6f the Lord, 
that the Lord is very pitiful, and 0$ tender mercy.” 
.Direct. III. Let believers be much employed in the praijes 

of God, while they are under affliction, byficknefs of other- 
wife. 

AS we fhould blcfs the Lord at all times, and keep 
up good thoughts of God on every occafion ; fo 

efpecially in the time of affliftion. Hence we are com- 
manded to glorify the’ Lord in the fires, Ifa. xxiv. 15. 
And this the three children did in the hotteft furnace. 
So Job blefled God when he had taken away his greateft 
comforts Job i. 21. And this is agreeable to that com- 
mand, 1 ThelT v. 18. “ In every thing give thanks.” I 
grant indeed we cannot give thanks for affliction as afflic- 
tion, but either ^s it is the means ef fome good to us, or 
as the gracious hand of God is fome way remarkable 
therein towards us. In this refpe£t, there is no conditi- 
on on this fide of hell, but we have caufe to praife God 
in, even in the greatefi calamities Hence it was that 
David, when he fpeaks of his affliction. Pfal. cxix 67. 
adds prefemly, “ Thou art good and dolt good.” And 
he declares, ver. 65. “ Thou haft dealt well with thy 
“ fervant, O Lord, according unto thy word.” Hence 
Paul and Silas praifed God when they were fcourged 
and imprifoned. 

Well then, O believer, obey the command of thy God, 
and imitate his worthies, by praifing God under thy af- 
flidion. x. This pradice would be very pleafant and 
acceptable to God ; for as mufic is fweeteft on the waters, 
fo praife is molt agreeable to God from an afflided fou 
on the waters of trouble It is a fign of a noble and gene- 
rous fpirit, to fing the praifes of God’s goodnefs while 



THE AFFLICTED S3 
his hand is afflifting us. Diftrefs and danger will maL ; the wickedeft to pray; but it is a principle of love anc, 
gratitude that makes the foul to prarfe. 2, It would brinj . 
credit to religion, to fee the faints thankful and praifing; 
God under the crofs : it would make people fay, furelj' 
they find fweetnefs in God and his ways, that we fee 
not; they have meat to eat that the world knows not of 
And this would invite ftrangers to come and try a religi-‘ 
ous life. The joyful praifes of the martyrs at the flakes h 
and in the flames, made people go home with love to reli- f 
gion in their hearts. 3. If the iflue of your afHi£lion; 
fhould be death, this employment of praife would be a" 
fweet preparative to fit and difpofe you for the work of > 
heaven. Ufe yourfelf much to this heavenly life, and be f 
oft trying to ling the fong of Mofes and the Lamb iiti 
time of ficknefs and trouble ; and this would fweeten : 

the thoughts of death, and make you incline to be there, , 
where praife is their conflant work. 

§>uejl. What fhoyld be the fubjeft of a believer’s thankf. * 
giving and praife under afilidlion ?‘ 

Anfw. He hath manifold grounds of praife *, as 1/?, Up- 
.on the account of God’s mercies to him through the by- y 
pa ft part of his life. * His mercies to thee, O believer, . 
cannot be numbered ; compare thy mercies with thy crof- | 
fes, and thou wilt foon fee thy receivings are far greater I 
than thy fufferings. Thou haft had many days of plenty > 
for one day of fcarcity, many days of liberty for one day 
of ftraits, many days of health for one day of ficknefs. j 
And are not thefe to be remembered with praife ? 

idly. And more particularly, in thy greateft affli&ion, 
thou haft ground to praife God, O believer, thou waft 
born in a land of light, where thou hadft the means of 
converfion to God, and acquaintance with Jefus Chrift ; 
•and efpecially, that God of his free grace made thefe 
means effectual to work a faving change on you, when o- 
thers were paffed by. Is not this matter of praife, that he 1 
opened your eyes, humbled your foul, renewed your heart? 
that he gave you Chrifi, forgave your fins and adopted you 
into his family, and made you an heir of heaven ? Oh! what 
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^fad cafe would it be, if you were yet in your fins, and in 
* ae bondage of Satan ; if you had converfipn work to be- 
; in to, if you had your faith and juftification and intfrefl; 

n Chrift all to feek, and all your preparations for hea~ 
en to make : if you had all this to do with a fick and 
.ained body, and a difordered mind that cannot command 
me fettled thought, with the terrible view of death and 
:ternity before your eyes. This is the cafe that God in 

: uftice might have left you to. Well then ought you 
lotto praife God, that fent his Holy Spirit in time to 

: letermine your heart clofe to with Chrift, and be recon- l. ;iled to that God, you are fhortly to appear before ; and 
ifhat thefe fins, which now would have been your terror 
are all forgiven and wafhen away through the blood of 
Jefus Chrift. 

^dly, Is it not matter of praife in thy greateft trouble, 1 that thou haft a great High Prieft, that is pafied into the 
. heavens, to provide a manfion with the Father for thee, 
' and to receive thy foul when feparated from the body ? 4( that, where he is, there you may be alfo ?” 

qthly, You have caufe to blefs God, that he fends 
' Tuch fuitable harbingers, as fiqfcnefs and trouble to tell 

! you that death is approaching, and that he fhould take 
fuch pains on you to wean you from the world, and 
make you willing to be gone. Many of God’s people, 

- that have been averfe to dying at the beginning of a 
"ficknefs, by the increafe and continuance of it, have been 
.brought to be well fatisfied to depart that they may be 
with Chrift. 

Sthly, You have ground to blefs God for timing your 
affli&ions fo well, that he font them not till he faw you 

_ftood in need of them ; he faw a need for them, as 1 Pet 
: i. 6. and he would not let you want what was needful. 

6thly, You ought to praife God, that he mitigates your 
f trials, and proportions your burden for your back, that ■when he takes a rod to you, he had not made it a fcorpion; 
j that when he deprived you of one comfort and enjoyment 
? he did not ftrip you of all, and leave you wholly comfort- 
Jefs ; that when you fuffer in one thing, he hath not made' 
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you to fufferin everything, in foul, body, eftate, relations 
and all together ; that inftead of afflicting you for a few 
days, he hath not made your whole life a fcene of mifery 
and affli£Uon. Blefs God, thathe punifheth you lefs, 411- 
fpeakably lefs, than your ini^ities-deferve ; tliat your fick- 
bed is not hell, your fev^Wlf1 not everlafting burnings, 
your pain is not the gnawing of the worm that never di- 
eth : 

'jibly, You have caufe to praife God, that your afflic- r tion is not fo great as that of fome others, and even of fome j. 
that were very dear to God, and had not grieved him fd , l 
much as you have done. Remember the trials that fome | 
have endured, of “ whom the world was not worthy.” ! 
which I mentioned before, as recorded, Heb. xi. Yours 
are nothing to theirs, nothing to Job’s, that eminent fer-' 
vant of God. Obferve the difFerence with thankfgiving 
and praife. 

8tMy, You have reafon to blefs God for the ftrength 
and fupport he hath given thee under affli£tion. You 
would foon fink and fuccumb under a fmall burden, if he 
did not fupport you by his grace ; but, when he bears you 
up, the heavieft trial {hall not fink you. Have you not 
met with fome affliftions, you have thought at a didance I; 
you would never have been able to bear up under them ? yet, when they have come, you have found them light and 

j portable, by reafon of the ftrength God had beftowed on 
you. 

gthly, You have ground of thankfgiving that the 
mercies and bleflings which God hath continued with 
you, are far greater than thefe be hath taken from you . 
For tho’ he hath taken this and that temporal bleffing from 
you, yet he hath not taken Chrijl from you, nor his holy Spirit from you ; he hath not feparated you frown his 
love, nor cut you off from all hppfcs of heaven. How- 
ever great your trials be, yet {till there is a mixture 
of mercy in your lot, which fhould be matter of praife. | 

Lajily, You have caufe O believer, to btefs God that 
all the affli£tions he brings on you are in love, and for 
your profit. All his ways are mercy and truth to you 
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if he fmiie, it is in mercy ; and if he fmite, it is in mer- 
:y. God may change his difpenfations, but his heart is 

I till towards them, and the cords wherewith he fcourgeth 
' hem, are cords of love. Their profit is the great thing 
' ie aims at, in all their* chaftifements, Heb, xii. 10, He 
ilefigns thereby to reclaim them from their wanderings, 
:ut off provifions for their lulls, make them pant and 
ong for a better ftate, and caufe them mend their pace ■ ©ward it. Hence David faith, It is good for me that :! was affii&ed : For before I was afflicted, I went aftray, 

* 3Ut now I have learned to keep thy word,” Pfal. cxix 67, 
'71. From all which it appears you have manifold grounds 
Ipf praife, even in the time of affliction. 
• Direct. IV. Let the children of God, when vifited with 

•J ftektiefs, fet about ofluetl preparation for death and e- iernily. 
VERY believer hath his main work done, and is al. 

ways in a gracious ftate by reafon of his union with 
> Chiift, his reconciliation with God, through the me- srit of his blood, and the yniverfal change that is wrought 

in him by regenerating and fanCHfying grace: upon 
(Which account every child of God hath habitual prepara- 

tion for meeting with death. Yet becaufe frequently, 
when ficknefs cometh there are many things out of order 
with them, that make death frightful and undefirable, 
they mull fet about aftual preparation for death, and 
feek to have their fouls made ready for the bridegroom’s 
icoming. And here I Iball Ihew wherein this actual rcadi- 
mefs of believers doth confift, which Ihould be their pro- 
•per work and exercife in time of ficknefs, efpecially when 
ificknefs is lingering, and doth not ddlroy the ufe of reafon. 
But beware of thinking that this Ihould be delayed till 
ficknefs come: No, no •, the time of health is the main 
working feafon, and all fhould be then bye-hand, as far 
as poffible. But, feeing even the bell generally find much 
to do at the very laft, I fliall give the following advices for 
your a£lual preparation. 

H 
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\Jl) Seeing ficknefs is a mean appointed of God for 

his people’s good* and particularly for .fitting them for 
a better world ; labour earncftly to reap the benefit of 
ficknefs, feek God’s bleffing upon it, that thereby you may 
be helped to difeover more of the evil of fin, that you 
may .hate and abhor it the more, and that you may fee 
more effe&ually the vanity and vexation of the world, and 
get your heart loofed from all the things of time, and 
brought to a willingnefs to be diflblved, that you may be 
with Chrift. 

zdly. Seeing the time of ficknefs and.death is the time 
of your greatelt need, beg earneftly of God, for your 
Redeemer’s fake, fuch fpecial afliftance, influences and 
operations of his holy Spirit, as he knows needful for you 
in your prefent low and weak condition, in order to carry 
on and compleat your a&ual readinefs for meeting with 
himfelf at death, and entering into the invifible world, 
and being fixed unalterably in your everlafting ftate. 

3<//y, Renew the exercife of repentance, and of faith 
in the blood of Chrift, for removing all grounds of quarrel 
and controverfy betwixt .God and your foul. And in or- 
der thereto, review your bypaft life, and look into your 
heart alfq, and fearch out every predominant fin and idol 
of jealoufy j for if there be any iniquity regarded in your 
heart, and unrepented of by you, it may occafion no little 
anguifh and bitternefs of fpirit in a dying hour. Well, 
when thou haft difeovered fin, humbly confefs and bewail 
it before the Lord, andafk forgiyenefs for it thro’ the blood 
of Jefus Chrift the fon of God, which cleanfeth from all 
fin. Yea, make confeflion of all thy,fins, and particularly 
refleft upon the fountain and fpring.of them, viz thy ori- 
ginal Jin. Know the plague of thy own heart, and mourn 
over it, mourn for the lofs and mif-lpending of much 
precious time. Mourn for the unprofitablenefs of thy life. Now, when the ax is laid to the root of the tree by ficknefs, 
it is high time to mourn for your unfruitfulnefs under 
the means of grace and waterings of the holy Spirit. 
Mourn for your finning againft fuch light and love as have 
been many days difplayed to you in the glorious gofpel. 
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i And, in a fpecial manner, mourn for your fins of omif- 
t Con, which commonly are but little minded by us. Thus 

«f mourn for all thy fins, till thou doft water thy couch with 
f tears. It is mofl fuitable that death Ihould find everjr 
« man, every child of God, in the exercife of mourning. 

.t» and repentance : for they that thus fow in tears, fliall e- 
oi ternally reap in joy. But fee that your tears run much 
i in the gofpel channel, and flow from the believing views 
s of a crucified Chrift, whom you have pierced by your fins. 

And, in the midft of your mourning, be ftill aiming to 
i take faith’s grips of the clefts of this rock, for flickering 

thy foul, from the guilt of bypaft fins; fay, “ Lord Jefus, 
I have no refuge but thy wounds, no fountain but thy 

n fblood, no covert but thy righteoufnefs. And feeing thou 
^ freely makeft offer of thy merits for my prote£Hon, and 
i inviteft even the chief of finners to come unto thee, fay- 

ij ing, Loot unto-me, and be faved; Lord, I embrace the of- 
fer and flee to thee to cover me.” O believer do this, not 

i once or twice, but do it a hundred times over ; do it as 
i long as thou haft breath to draw in the world. Be ftill 
• breathing tQ the Very laft, after a crucified Jefus for relief 
ifiagainft the guilt of fin, which thou art always contra£ting, 

,and wilt be till the earthly houfe of this tabernacle be 
difiblved. 

! /tfhly. In order t® your a&ual readinefs to go forth to- 
meet the bridegroom, when coming to you by death, you 
;muft do as the wife virgins, Matth. xxv. 7. “ Arife and 
trim your lamps.” As it is not enough to have a fair 
lamp of a profeflion, fo it is not fufficient to have only 
the oil of grace in the lamp; nay; or to have it burning 
in fome decree. There is more requifite at this time,, 
that the fodl may beadlually ready; the lampmuft betrim- 
med, which imports, 1^/?, A fupplying it with more oil } 
yon muft feek to have your grace increafed, to have new 
degrees, new ftrength and new fupplies of grace given 

; you from God, to fit you for the laft conflidl with the 
your fpiritual enemies, and efpecially the laft enemy death. 

idly, It imports a ftirring up the oil, and railing the 
wick'fome higher: So their muftbe an excitation of grace 

H 2 
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which may be in a low declining condition : you mufl chi . 
deavour to ftir and raife it up to a more lively exercife it 
and more elevated acts. Stir up the gift that is in thee it! 
make the oil burn clear and (hine bright. Bring, faith, love r 
repentance and holy defires, to a lively extrcife. 3^# 
1 his trimming imports the cleanfing of the lamp, by taking I: 
away the dead afhes that hinder the light, or prevent it; E 
burning fo clearly as otherwife it would. *So you mufii 
labour to take away the dead alhes of corruption, tha- c 
hinder the Ihining of grace : remove all unbelief, earth- t. 
linefs, deadnefs, felf, and formality, and whatever elfejir 
doth fupprefs the exercife of faith, love, and heavenly-pi 
mindednefs : let all thefe dead afhes be fnuffed awayi 
by repentance and mortification. As you ought to ftrivei 
earneftly againfl all thefe heart-evils in time of health, fa : 
row labour to give them a dead flroke when death’s har-L 
binger gives you fummons. 

$thly, Be diligent in gathering and fumming up alt jt 
your evidences for heaven and eternal life, that fo you may jt 
not venture into the dark valley at an uncertainty. The i 
comfort of dying will much depend on the clearnefs of ( 
your evidences; it is therefore your wifdom to examine i 
them carefully, and fee if you can fay, “ I know in whom ji 
I have believed ; I have confented with my foul to the i 
method of falvation laid down in the covenant of grace, {i 
I am defirous that the glory of it fhould be eternally af- j| 
cribed to the free grace of God, and the creature be wholly 
abafed in his fight. I have chofen God for my portioni 
and Chrifl for my only Saviour ; and the happinefs which 
I aim at is, to enjoy God in Chrift for ever. And, 
j-n order thereto, I depend on the holy Spirit to apply 
the redemption which Jefus Chrifl: hath purchafed to me, 
and to fancfify me perfectly. There is no fin but what 
I hate and defire to part with. I would rather have more 
holinefs, than to have health and all the pleafures in the 
world. I earneflly defire the flcurifhing of Chrift’s king- ; 
dom, and prefer Jerufalem to my chiefeft joy.” If this 
your evidences be clear, you may cheerfully take death 
by the cold hand, and welcome its grim mefiengers, and ; 
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i, long to be gone that you may be with Chrift. You may ■ fay-as Pfalm xxiii 4. “ When I walk through the valley 
of the (hadow of death, 1 will fear no evil, for thou art ■ with me.” You may go off the ftage with: he Pfalmift’3 

1 word’s in your mouth Pfal. xxxl^-5. «• Into thine 
I commit my fpirit, for thou halt redeemed me, O Lord 

; God of truth.” 
tthly. Labour earneftly to overcome the love of life 

: and fears of death, fo as to be content to part with all 
> things here at God’s call. O believer, what is there in 
j, this earth to tempt thee to hang back, when God calls 
1 thee to depart ? while you are here, you may lay yout 
it accountjwith many Ioffes, croffes, difappointments, griefs, 
i; and calamities of all forts. Friends wilt fail you, ene- 
i mies will hate you, lulls will moleit you, Satan will tempt ■ you, and the world will deceive you. Death is the way 

that the dearelt of God’s faints, and all the cloud of 
I witneffes have gone before you ; yea, the Lord Jefus your ■f head hath trode this path, and hath taken the iling out of 

death, and hath paved a way through its dark valley, that 
his people mpy fafely follow him. Hath the Captain of 

f your falvation gone before you, and will any o» his fol- 
1 ,diers fhrink to follow him ? Art thou content to remain 

always at the fame diflance from him, and to enjoy no, 
more of his prefence than now you have ? Are you fatis- 

•i feed to live for ever with no more knowledge of God, no 
more love to Chrift, no more holinefsor heavenly-mind- 
cdnels, than at prefent you have ? Do you not groan un- 

1 der your remaining ignorance, deadnefs, wanderings* 
pride, paflion, unbelief, felfilhnefs, worldlinefs, and other ■ fins and lulls which here befet you ? And, are you not 
defirous to go to the place where you will be eternally 

! free of them all, and where you {hall never complain of 
a dull, dead, and fenfelefs frame of heart, or any ot hcart- 1 wearinefs, or wandering in duty any more ? For the: , heart fhall then be as a fixed pillar in the temple ot God, 
and lhall g» no more out; the eternal adoration and 
praifes of God fhall be the foul’s delight and element for 
ever. By fuch confiderations ftrive to conquer the fear* 
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of death and defires of life, which are often great clogs t* 
the people of God in their preparations for flitting. 

jMy, Be oft meditating upon the heavenly glory whic,h 
fhortly all believers will fee and enjoy. Be much in the ; contemplation of the gloi ious company above ; behold t‘ 
Chrift upon his glorious throne, at the right hand of God, 
and Abraham, David, Peter, Paul, and all the reft of the' |‘ 
faithful ones, with their crowns ofrighteoufnefs, triumph- 
ing about their Redeemer. Think, O believer, how hap- <, 
py will that day be, when thou (halt meqf with thy father, 
and thy brethren, and when thou fhalt fee thy elder bro-, 1 

ther on the throne, ready to pafs fentence in thy favours. 
What melody will that fentence found in thine ears, Come >1 
ye blejfedof my Father, &c. What frame wilt thou be in, 1 
when he fets the crown of glory on thy head ? O eternal-1 

ly free love ! wilt thou cry, “ O Saviour, thou didft wear i 
a crown of thorns, that I might wear a crown of glory 
thou didft groan on the crofs, that I might now ling.—— 
Wonderful free love, that chufed me, when thoufands 
were pafled by ; that faved me from ruin, when my com- 
panions in fin mull burn in hell for ever ” Think how 
ravilhing it will be to meet with your godly acquaintances t 
in heaven, with whom you prayed, praifed, and converf- 
cd here! Will you not then cry out, “ O my brethren, 
what a change is here ! This glorious place is not like . 
the poor dwellings we had on earth \ this body, this foul, 
this Hate, this place, our clothes, our company, our lan-. 1 
ruage, our thoughts, are far unlike thofe we had then ! ! 
The bad hearts, the body of death, the corruptions and ! 
temptations we then complained of, are all nbv^gone. We i 
have no, more fears of death or hell, no more ufe for re- 1 
pentance or prayer, faith or hope ; thefe are now fwallow- > 
ed tip in immediate vifion, eternal love, joy and praife.” 
And for thy help,O believer, in meditating on thefe things,' ; 
read.fome parts of the book of the Revelation, or caufe 
them to be read to you ; and fuppofe with yourfelf, you; i had been a companion with John in the Ifle of Patmos,,!;. 
and had got fqch a view of the glorious Majelty, the bright I 
thrQnts, the heavenly holts, and fhining fplendgur which 1 
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1 he faw ; the faints in their white robes, with crowns on 
their heads, and palms in their hands, and heard them 
finging the fong of Mofes and the Lamb, and trumpeting 

; forth their eternal hallelujahs ; what a heavenly rapture 
1 wouldftthou have been in !■ Well then, O believer, thou 

j fhalt fhortljr have clearer and fweeter fights than all thefe 
which John or any of the faints ever faw here upon earth: 
Surely that heavenly glory is a fubje£t worthy of thy 

j thoughts, and moft fuitable for thee to meditate on in time 
officknefs, and when in the view of death. ■ It would be alfo very fuitable at this time, in or- 

, der to your aftual readinefs for death, to be frequently 
1 looking out and longing for Chrift’s coming. As Abra- 1 ham hood in his tent door, ready to go forth to meet the 

; angels that were fent unto him, fo ftiould the believer keep 
himfelf in a waiting polture at this time. He fnouid be like 
the loving wife, that longs and docks for the coming of 

1 her abfent hufband, according to his letters to her. By 
this time (thinks flie) he will be at fuch a place, and a- 
gainft fuch a time he will be at another place ; and fo in 
a few days I will fee him. It is, the character of beHevers, 
they are fuch as love his appearing, 2 Tim.,iv. 8. They 

, defae his coming, Cant. viii. 14. Make hajle my beloved: 
Even fo come. Lord Jeftts, come quickly. Believers fhould 
look upon themfelves as jnlgrims here, wandering in a 
wildernefs, abfent from home, and at a diftance from their 

i father’s houfe and in time of afRi&ion it is very proper 
for them to be crying as David doth, Pfal.lv. 6. “ O that 
1 had^wings like a dove 1 for then would I fly away, and 
be at reft : 1 would haften my efcape from the windy tefri- 
peft.” “ O when fliall the time of my pilgrimage, 
and. the days of my banifhment be finilhed, that I may get 
home to my countrytand friends above ! Oh ! my Lord is 
gone, my Saviour hath left-the earth, and entered into his 
glory ! my friends and brethren are gone to their blefled 
reft, where they fee God’s face, and ling his praife fore- 
ver : and, how can I be willing to, ftjjy behind, when they 
they are gone ? Muft I be finning herej, when they are 
ferving .God above ? Muft I be groaning and fighing,whep 
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they are triumphing and dividing the fpoil? Surely II 
will look after them, and cry, O Lord, how long ? When i, 
(hall I be with my Saviour and my God ?” 
Direct. V. Ltf believers in time of fichnefs endeavour all r 

they can to glorify God, and edify tbofe that are about themt I 
by their jpeecb and behaviour. 
IF ever a child of God be affivc to promote the ho- I 

nour and glory of God, it (hould be in time hf fick* 
nefs, and when death may be approaching. And there ; 
is good reafon for it ; for, ift, This may be the laft op- 
portunity that ever thou^ (halt have to do any thing foe !i 
God, and therefore thou fhouldft ftudy to improve it to the };■ 
utmoft. Heaven, to which thou art going, is the place ' t; 
where thou lhalt receive thy reward ; but thou canft have 
no accefs there to advance God’s giory, by commending ; 
God and Chrilt, and religion to finners, or weak believ- ■ 
ers. Upon this account, many of God’s children have been I 
content to fufpend their heavenly happinefs for a while> 
and to ftay upon the earth for Come longer time. I have 
read of a certain martyr, when going to fuffer, who ex* 
prefied feme forrow that he was going thither, where he 
fhould do his God no more fervice, to wit, in the fenfe a- 
bove explained And of another, that faith, “ If it were 
poffible there could be place for any grief in heaven, it j 
would arife from the Chriftian’s confidenng,that he did fo 
little for God while he was upon earth.” Now is the 
working feafon, O believer, be buty while it lalts, accord- | 
ing to the example of thy blefled Saviour, John ix. 4. “ I 
muft work the work of him t?.at fent me, while it is day ; 
for the night cometh wherehr. no man can work.” This 
confideration ihould make thee beftirthyfelf with the great- 
eft aftivity, like Samfon before his death, who, when he 
could have no more opportunity to ferve God and hia 
church, he cried tc. God, ai d faid, Judges xvi. 28. “ Q 
Lord Godi remember me I pray thee, and ftrengthen me 
thisonce.” And then,he bowed himfejfwithall his might* 



M'AN’s COMPANION. 69 
’to pull down the pillars of Dagon’s temple, being willing 

; to facrifice his life to the ruin thereof. 
2dly> The holy fpeeeh and carriage of dying believers 

may, through the blefling of God, make deep impreffion 
;j upon the hearts of unregenerate men that are witnefles 
t| to them. Thefe who have prided the people of God for 

; the ftri&nefs of their lives, and defpifed their counfels 
and reproofs, as proceeding from humour or precifenefs ; 
yet have begun to notice their words and adiions, when 

'(■ they have feen them on fick-beds, and on the borders of 
t eternity, and to have other thoughts of religion and ho- 
i>- linefs than formerly, they had. Now they think the man 
;i1 is in good earneft, and fpeaketh the thoughts of his heart 
n and, if ever he can be believed, it mufl be now. It is mofl: 

i convincing t& carnal perfons, to fee believers bearing up 
> with patience in their ficknefs ; to hear them fpeaking 
; good of God, commending his ways, and rejoicing in God 
. as their portion, in the midft of their fharpeft pains; to 
i fee them behaving as thofe that are going to dwell with. Chrift, fmiling and praiGng God, when friends are figh- ■ ing and weeping about them. This inclines them to 

II think, furely there muftbe a reality in religion, there is a 
( vifible difference betwixt the death of the righteous and 
of the wicked. Hence a wicked Baalam wifhed to die the 

, death of the righteous, and to have his lad end like his. 
It left convittion upon that young man’s confcience, who 
faid to his loofe companion, after they had vifited godly ! Ambrofe on his death-bed, andfaw how cbearful he was, 
and triumphing over approaching death, “ O that I might 
live with thee, and die with Ambrofe !” Nay, fuch fights 
might not only draw them to defire to die the death of the 
righteous, but alfb to refolve to live theit lives. If carnal 
men faw believers going off the ftage with fuch confidence 
and joy, as becomes thefe that are entering into eternal ■ reft with Chrift, and thefe that are going out of a howl- 

j ing wildernefs to a glorious Canaan ; it might be a pow- 
erful invitation to them to go and feek after the fame feli- 

? city. 
3<//y, This likewife would be very edifying and con* 
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firming to all that fear God. How much would if con-!*1 

tribute to eftablifh them in the pra&ice of holinefs, and ’ 
to quicken them in their diligence in ferving and glorify- ii : 

ing of God in the days of their health, to hear a‘dying be- ’ 
liever fay, “ Of all the time which I have lived, I have 
no comfort now in refle&ing upon one hour, but what I 
fpentin the fervice of God. Were I to begin my life, I 
would redeem time more carefully than ever. One hour > 
in communion with God is far fweeter than many years 1 

fpent in worldly pleafures. Come here, then all ye that h- 
fear God, and I will tell you what he hath done for my ' 
foul O tafte and fee that God is good ?” 

qthly, Confider the examples of God’s children in for- ^ 
mer ages, how ufeful and edifying their words have been, - 
at fuch a time, to all round about them. But this head I ^ 
intend to infill fully upon afterwards. 

But how fhall I behave fo as I may glorify God 1 

and edify others when I am lick or dying ? I would have- t 
fome particular dire£lions for it. 

Anftu. iji. You- may do this by your patience under ; 
pain, and fubmiflion to God’s will, with refpe£l to the e- 1 

vent, whether life or death. It is Humbling toothers, ta 1 

fee believers fretful in trouble, and unwilling to leave the i 
world, when God calls them. But it is moll convincing 
and confirming to fee them frankly refigning themfelves 
to God’s difpofal,faying, ‘ Let God himfelf choofe for 
me ; he is wife, and knoweth bell what is needful and 
moll proper for me : I have no will, but Gpd’s will.” For 
any man to defire to live when God calls him to die, orto 
defire to die when God calls him to live, is equally a fign 
of cowardice : for he that defires to live, is afraid to look 
death in the face; and he that defires to die, would flee 
from fome calamity, and take Ihelter in death. But he is 
the moll valiant man that can die willingly when God 
would have him die, and live as willingly when God would 
have him live ; this is true Chriltian valour. 

idly. By pious! exhortations and warnings to thefe that 
are about you. It may be the lad occafiou you may have 
ef glorifying God this way: O do uot lofe the feafon which 
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j Jay be ufefully improven for the good of fouls. For thus 

,j believer ntay bring more honour to God, and moread- 
j antage to precious fouls by his ficknefs and death,.than 

i, ver hedid by all his health and life in the world $ for their 
, peeches havemore weight with people atfuch a time,than 

t any other. Hence the Patriarchs, knowing the preva- 
tency of fuch words, do urge Jofeph with Jacob’s dying 
, barge,(Gen. 1. 16, 17. « Andtheyfenta meflenger unto , ofeph, faying,'fhy father did corttmnnd before he dredj 
iaying, So {hall ye lay unto Jofeph, Forgive, I pray thee 
;tlow, the trefpafs of thy brethren.” &c. And as we ought 

oj-be ready to give good counfel to all when we lie on 
. ick-beds^foefpecially we.flrould be concerned for children 

tnd near relations: they are more affe&ed than others 
with our ficknefs, and fo will they be with ouriayings ; mr admonitions may do them good, when we are rotting 
n theduf^. 

^e/i. What ought to be the fubjefl of our difeourfes 
md exhortations to others at Atch a time ? 

Anfiv. ijl. It is very proper to be much in commend- 
ng the Mafter you have ferved, and the excellency of his 
Service, to thefe that are about you. Tell them of the e- 

Suityand goodnefs of thefe laws which you have obeyed, 
nd the bounty and faithfulnefs of that Lord whom you 

lave worfhipped, loved, and praifed ; and of the greatnefs 
and eternity of that reward you are going to poflefs. Let 
:he children of God extol their Father, and his care of 
;bem, and kindnefs to them. Let the ranfomed of the 
Lord magnify their Redeemer and his wonderful love and 
Tufferings for them. Tell others,what fweetnefs andfatisfac* 

[non you have found in.your own experience in attending 
I God’s ordinances, and in fecret duties ; what comfort 
: you have found in Cbrift, and the promifes of his covenant. 
1 And thus let your laft breath be fpent in exalting and com*- 
imending Chrift and religion to others. 

Be warning others of the vanity of tho world, and 
I of all its wealth and pleafures. Tell them that they may 
| Tee by your cafe, that thefe things which people are bewitch- 
1 td vith in the dsfy of their health, can fignify nothing to 
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a fickor dying man ; they cannot eafe us in our pains, they1 

can afford no peace to a troubled foul, they cannot leng- 
then our lives onehour, and far lefs can they fave from the 
wrath of an angry God. “ Oh,” may you fay, “ what, 
a miferable cafe had I been in at this time, if I had had no 
better portion than this world, and nothing elfe to look to< 
but its riches and pleafures ! Wherefore, Sirs, fet not your 
hearts upon it, but forfake it before you be forfaken by it, 
and make choice of that which will be fupporting to you 
in the evil day.” 

3*//y, Be warning them of the evil of fin, and whatmif- ' 
chief and deceitfulnefs you have found in it. Tell them,, 
that though the devil and the flefli would tempt you to look 
on fin as a harmlefs thing, yet the pleafure will foon be 
gone, and a {harp fting will be left behind. Sin will ap- ’ 
pear no light matter, when the foul is going hence into the j> 
awful prefence of a holy God. You would give a thou- 1 
fand worlds then for Chrift, and the blood of atonement to 
anfwerfor your fins. 

4^/y, Tell them of the great differencebetwixt the god- 
ly and wicked man’s choice. The godly man chufeth the 
better part that cannot be taken from him ; he lays up his * 
treafure in heaven where nonecan reach it,fo that it yields 
him rich fupplies when ficknefs and deatheome upon him. I 
But O how foolifli is the wicked man’s choice,, that for a 
moment’s ilefhly pleafure, doth lofe his immortal foul, and : 

everlasting happinefs ! Warn them to mind the one thing 
needful in time, and not to pamper their bodies for the 
worms, but- to fet themfelves prefently to clofe with the 
offers of Chrilt, and make fure an interelt in his righteouf- 
nefs to cover them in the evil day. 

Stily, Be telling them of the evil of fiothand negligence 
in the v^ork of their falvation ; and be exhorting them to 
mind i^ and do it with all their might. For however feme 
may cehfure and deride God’s people now for their ftri£l> ! 
nefsj diligen.-e, and zeal in the matters of religion ; yet, , 
when they come to die, they will be ready to wilh that 
ihey had been more diligent in falvation work ; that they 
had loved God, fled to Chrift, and had fought and ferved 
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,•,» iim with all their hearts and fouls ; and to cry, u O for 

A little more time ! O if God would recover and try us 
ifnce more with health, how diligent would we be !” And 
i ell them, that ihefe who have been molt ferious and pain- 
, :‘ul in falvation-work,yet, when they come to die, do much 
j lament their floth and negligence : yea, thefe that have 
i been moft reproached by the world for their diligence 
( and fervency, do often wilh at that time, “ O that we had 
j seen a thoufand times more diligent and laborious in God’s 
fervice !” 
! 6tk/y, Labour to perfuade others of the precioufnefs of 

e lime, the wifdom of improving the time of youth, and of 
y health ; and the great folly of delaying repentance, and 
; putting it off to a Tick-bed. Say to them, “ I find now 
, by experience, that a time of ficknefs is a mofl: unfit fea- 
.i Ton to do any thing to purpofe for the foul ; my mind is 
. To diverted and indifpofed for fpiritual work by ficknefs 
)iand pain, that I cannot attain to any fuitable compofure 
for it. And how miferable were I, if 1 had all my work 

. *o begin at this time ! O take warning, and improve pre- 
» pious time, and efpecially the day of the gofpel, the time 

ipf the Spirit’s ftrivings, and the time of youth, which'is 
t ithe moft ufual feafon of the converfion of fouls, and of 
, cringing finners into acquaintance with Jefus Chrift.” 

1 Direct. VI. Let God's children, whenJick or dying, be ex- 
< f prefling a great concern for the advancement of the king- 
: 1 dom of Chrijl, and of true religion in the riftng genera- 
ijl tion. 
ZEAL and public-fpiritednefs for Chrift’s intereft is 

very becoming his people in all the periods of their jjliie, but more efpecially at this time. When £hrift is 
iready co take you to his kingdom in heaven, O be riot un- 
.mindful of his kingdom on earth. It would be accept- 
able to God, and pleafant in the fight of men, to fee you 
Sexpreffing a warm concern for the rifing age, and fofpro- 
anoting the welfare of the fouls of your children, and o- 

i Ithers that furvive you ; and feeing you can be no longer 
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ufeful to thefe you leave behind, by your counfels, ex-; 
amples, or prayers, as formerly ; do your utmoft for therrt [. 
now. And this concern the children of God in time o£ „ 
ficknefs may evidence feveral ways. 

x/?, By earneft prayers to God, both for the profperity i 
bf his church, and the flourifhing of religion in general ^ |, 
and alfo for your children and relations in particular, that i 
they may be a holy feed, and a generation to ferve God,and l 
{hew forth his praife in the world, when you are gone off i 
the ftage- 

2dly, By intrufting the care of your children’s educatioa t 
to fuch tutors and guardians as wifi,be much concerned 
for their fouls, and will fet before them godly examples ( 
and inftru&ions in their young and tender years. 

Zdly, By filling your latter-wills and teftaments with i 
many pious advices and folemn charges to your children i 
and relations, with refpeft to their ferving of God, and [ 
worfhipping him in their families and in fecret ; fo as they 
can never look into your teftaments, and the legacies left 
to them, but they will hear fomething that may be affe<3> 
upftirring, and edifying to their fouls 

qthly, By honouiing the Lord with ybur fubftance, and i 
leaving fomething of what God hath bleffed you with to i 
pious ufes ; particularly for the religious education of thed 
children of the poor, for buying Bibles to them, and other r 
good books ; and for propagating of Chriftian knowledge'i 
in ignorant places, fuch as the highlands and iflands, by ; 
ere&ing and maintaining fchools therein : which glorious ji. 
work is happily begun, and pretty far advanced by that ho- 
nourable fociety at Edinburgh, whefe treafurer is ready to 
receive donations from all fuch as the Lord pleafeth to 
move to make a free-will offering for promoting that pious 
defign. Many pious perfons have contributed already 
thereto ; and it were defirable that others, whom God hath 
enabled for it, fhould mind it before they die: for by fa- 
tal experience we may obferve, that the molt godly parents 
do not know how their children will employ the eftat§ they 
leave them,whether as fuel for their lufts, or as oil to feed 
the lamps in God’s fan&uary. It is proper for themfelves 
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‘foen, before they go ofF the ftage, to difpofe of fome part 

their fubftance, for the glory and fervice of that God 
\ vho give it unto them. 

Sthly, It might contribute to promote piety, and to make 
: .he deeper impreflions upon the minds of your children 
und friends, if, under the warnings of death, you fhould i-- 

* nitate the example of the prophet Elijah, who in his life- 
time made a writing which he procured to be delivered to ■ ting Jehbram after his death, iChron. xxi. 12. So in like 
manner, you might write letters, and leave them in the 

^ hands of your friends and executors, full of advices, char- 5 ges, admonitions, confolations, or threatenings, to be de- 
^ ivered to your children or friends, upon occafion either of 

, their good or bad converfation after your death.; which 
• probably would be more regarded by them, than thccoun- 1 fels you gave them in the time of your life ; for in fome :^refpe£t they would be received and read by. them,'as if 
f they were letters from heaven. 
‘Direct. VIL Let the children of God labour to fortify themr 

• felves ivhat they can aga'mf all Satan' 1 temptations and af- , 
H faults, nvhich they may expedl to meet with in time of sickness 

* | and aff iElion. 
A TIME of affliction is commonly, a time of tempta-- 

tion : for the old ferpent knows the fitteft feafons for 
f! oifaulting the children of God ; and he will not be want- 
j mg to improve this opportunity of advantage for fetting 
rupon the poor foul. When Pharaoh heard that the people Jhwere intangled in the wilderftefs, he purfued them ; fo, 

when Satan fees afoul entangled with diftreffes and trou- 
1 bles, he thinks it high time to make an attack. He feeks 
.’ .to winnow and fift away the believer’s grace, and there- 
Ifore he comes when the corn is threfhing by the rod. When 

Job was fmitten in his eftate, health, and all other com- 
forts, then this coward falls upon him, and tempts him 
to impatience, murmuring, and wrong thoughts of God. 

At this time, O believer, you have fpecial need to be on 
your guard, and look out. Reckon always, when ficknefs I a. 
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or trouble eometh, the prince of this world cometh. alfd* 
Stand then to your defence, and put on your armour, e« IS11 
pecially the (hield of faith, that you maybe able to quenchr.. 
the fiery darts of the devil. You have need at this times t; 
to put in pradtice our Lord’s diredlion, “ Watch and pray* 1 
that ye enter not into temptation.” Pray for wifdom and! 

-fkill to countera€l him, and that you may not be ignorant 
of fiis devices } and pray particularly for grace to make you! 1 
proof againit all his falfe reprefentations of God and his : 
providence to you ; for he that durft reprefent Job falfely 
to an all-feeing and ail-knowing God, willwith much : 
boldnefs reprefent God falfely to you, who fee and know 
fo little. He will be ready to tempt you to think that God, k 
is angry with you, and dealing with you as an enemy, i 
Thus was Job tempted, Job xxxiii. 10, 11. “ Behold, he t 
findeth occafions againft me, he eountethme for his ene-- a 
my : he putteth my feet in the ftocks, he marketh all my 
paths.” But obferve what Elihu anfwers, “ In this thou 
art not juft : God is greater than man. Why doft thou 
ftrive againft him ? for he giveth not account of any of his i 
matters.’’ But feeing I fpoke before of the wrong thoughts 
of God, which we are apt to harbour in time of afflidHon*! 1 
Chap. II. Diredt. 3. I {hall proceed to fpeak of fome other*! t 
temptations wherewith Satan doth aflault God’s people { 
when in diftrefs, and furnilh fome anfwers thereto. 

1. Saiththe tempter, “ Thou art nothing but a hypo- < 
crite ; all thy religious performances have been done in 
hypocrify, to be feen of men : thou never haft repented \ 
or believed fincerely in the fight ojf God.” 

j4ruw. I acknowledge there hath been much hypocrify 
in me, but I hope it is not allowed and reigning hypocri- j 1 
fy; I always wreftled againft it ; wherefore I am not an ; 
hypocrite. I regarded the efteem of men too much, but I 
hope I value the efteem of God much more. My faith and f( 
repentance are weak, but I hope they are fincere. And .! 
iwhateverdefedls and Ihort-comings have formerly cleaved ' 
Jo thefe graces in me, I do now unfeignedly repent of aft ! 
my fins, I look to him that I have pierced, and mourn. I 
am heartily willing to be juftified by the righteoufnefs of j 
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thrift alone, and to be clean fed and fan£lified by his Spi- 
lt ; and here I give up myfelf to Chrift as my only Sa- 
'iour. And this I hope is, through grace, true repent- 
ng and believing, which God willaccept, for Chrift’s fake, 
whatever my former defers have been. 

Tempt. 2. But faith the tempter, “ Thy repentance 
:annot be true ; for thy heart is not broken, and thine eyes 
Jo not ihed tears for fin.” 

Ansiv. It is my very great burden, and conltant com- 
ilaint to God, that I cannot attain to a greater meafure 
)f forrow and contrition for fin : but yet it is my comfort 
hat repentance is not to be confined to fuch degrees and 
ymptoms of forrow as fome do win at. I hope, I can fay 

through' grace, that my heart is fet againft all fin, great 
and fmall : and I would give all I have in the world to be 

'holly delivered from fin. 
Tempt. 3. Saith the tempter, “ But thy day of grace 

is paft, it is too lattf for thee to think of repenting or be- 
lieving ; God will not accept of thee now.” 

Ansiv. But I hope it is not fo with me, feeing God gives 
ic a heart that pants after God and Chrift, in the way 

tof commanded duty. The offers of falvation through 
Chrift are made to all who believe and repent: and late 
penitents are not excluded from the benefit of thefe gra- 
cious offers more than others. 
| Tempt 4. But faith the tempter, “ Thou art none of God’s deft, and if thou be not chofen to falvation, thou 
canft not befaved.” 

Ansiv. Secret things belong to God, and it were pre- 
fumption in me to pry into his fecret decrees 5 but one thing I am fure of, that every foul that is chofen to faith 
and repentance, is alfo chofen to falvation ; but I truft 
God hath chofen me to the former, anfl therefore to the 
latter. 

Tempt. 5. But faith the tempter, “ You overvalue 
’your graces and duties, and fo they -cannot be true and 
heal.” 

Ansiv,. But I count them all but lofs and dung in com 
ptirifoii of Chrift. 1 defire to be deeply humbled udder- 

I 3 
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fenfe of my fmfulnefs and unworthinefs, and to abhor; ' t 
very moticm that would carry me away from Chrift and u 
his righteoufnefs, and would tempt me to rely on my gra-i u; 
ces or duties, or put them in the leaftin Chrift’s room. 

Tempt. 6. The iffue of thy ficknefs may be death, and., L 
thou art not ready ; for thouliall no aflurance of thy fal-1 - 
vation.” 

Amiv. A perfect certainty is not to be expected here ^ t 
there will be {till fome queftionings, fome doubts and ft 
fears ; but thefe 1 refolve not to indulge now, but to break., k 
through all, that I may embrace Chrift, and be found in. u 
him. The defires of my foul are to Chrift, and the re-. - 
membrance of his name : and fuch, I believe, he will, t 
not fuffer to perifti. “ 1 believe, Lord, help my unbe-* 
lief.” J i 

Tempt. 7. « But thou art a ftranger to the invifible, ti ■world; how wilt thou adventure into that world of fpi- ]l 
rits, with which thou haft fo little acquaintance r” 

Ansiv. But Chrift, who is my head beft friend, is : 
no ftranger to it; he is the Lord of that land, and provides- ! 
manfions for all his people there ; and he will receive eve- ; ry one of them home, and lodge them fafely. “ The fpi- 
rits of juft men made perfett,” were once what my fpirit j 
now is ; they 'were ftrangers to that world before they 
came to it, as well as 1 ; but their head being in it, en- j 
couraged them to go it : and now they rejoice in it as the j 
kindly dwelling-place of all* the faints.. <ltmpt. 8. “ But thou art vile, and God is infinitely 

{ pure and glorious ; how canft thou think of approaching 
fo near to him ?” Ansic. Though a weak eye be not able to look upon, 

i the fun, yet I hope to be fitted and ftfengthened for that 
glorious,fight. Befides, God doth now appear to us in his 
Son Chrift, where his infinite glory is p(eafantly vailed fo ■ 

t as the faints may behold him. Thefe glorified fouls a- 
bove wereopce vile as well as others ; but their Saviour, i did cleanfe them, and preferitthem to the Father without ! 

, fpqt ,or wrinkle, and whatever be my unworthinefs, I am , 
4 relieved by confidering my union with Chrift, and looking. < 
/ ‘ • \ 
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n the glory and dignity of ray head. Surely God wil 

, ot defpife the members; of his dear Soa, nor trample on 
ny that are his flefli and bones. j 'Tempt. 9, “ But what will become of thy wife and 

; diildren, when thou art taken from them ?” 
Anjiu. If I truft God fo willingly with ray foul, and 

nv eternal concerns, why may 1 not trull him w'ith my •v; relations alfo ? Have I not feen how wonderfully he hath 
i Provided for others ? Doth not every thing in the world- 

depend, on his will and pleafure ? How eafy is it then for 
1 Sod to fupply his own ? 
. l Tempt. 10. “ But Hill death is terrible to nature, even 

[ S fhe king of terrors.” 
| Anjw. But my Redeemer hath tailed death for me, 
and taken out its fearful fting ; he hath conquered death, 

:j and keeps the keys of death and hell. Wherefore through 
. him will I ling, “ O death where is thy fling ? O grave,, 
where is thy vidlory ?” 
j Tempt. \\. “ But it is terrible to think of appearing 

; jbefore God’s tribunal, to be tried and judged.” 
1 Anfw. But my friend and interceffor will be the Judge 

. ithe,re. Will Chrill condemn the members of his own 
body, and thefe he hath fo often comforted ?, 

But Befides all thefe, a holy God may lometimes fulFer 
.|the tempter to aflault his own people in time of their a- 

[fflidlion with his fiery darts and his fierceft battering en- 
gines, fuch as, temptations to Atheifm, blafphemy, def- 
Jpair, Ssfc whereby their fouls reiay be terribly lhaken and 
ifore amazed. 
[ Your relief in this cafe is to look to your head j and 
'remember how he was himfelf buffetted by this enemy, 
afiaulted with the moll odious temptations, that he might 
thereby get an experimental touch and feding of your 
condition, in order to his fympathizing with you, and 

1 and relieving you from this enemy, whom he hath already 
: conquered in your name. But for thefe things he will ■ be enquired of by .the Koufe of Ifrael. You mult adl 
• faith on your exalted head. • 
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CHAP. IV. 
Containing fame fpecial direFtions to unregenerate per/onr? }fc.' 

when ajjlicied by ftcknefs or other-wife. 
Direct. I. Take a feriousniiew of the mferable condition' >. 

* of a Chrijilefs perfon under ftcknefs or heavy affliction. '■ \ 
if. ^~’fONSIDER the va ft, difference betwixt your cafe : 

and that of a true believer •, he hath ground of : 
confolation in the greateft diftrefs, but you have none..' r 
However fliarp the rod of corre£tiOn be to him, yet it H 
in the hand of a Father ; but you have to do with an an- ' ts 
gry and fin-revenging God: and, who may (land in his I 
fight if once he be angry ? for he commands both the firft ;i 
and fecond death, and he can caft you both into the grave' 
and hell at once, Rev. vi. 8. “ Hell followed the pale i 
horfe.” Death is the king of terrors, but hell is a thou- 
fand times more terrible. When God affliHs his child- i 
ren, heftands to them in the relation of a loving Father j j 
but he deals with you as an incenfed judge. Though 
he fees it neceffary for their good to chaftife them, yet he - 
doth it with a relenting hand , yea, every ftreke goeth 
as it were to his heart, Ifa. Ixiii. 9. “ In all their afflic- 
tion he was afflhfted.” But when he arifeth to punifn his ' 
enemies, he ftrikes them with hatred and deteftation, as a 
man would do a toad or venomous creature. Though ‘ 
they cry, he hath no pity, Prov. i. 26. “ I will laugh at' 
your calamity and mock when your fear cometh.” 

2^/jt, If . your ficknefs threaten you with death, what a 1 | 
dark and melancholy profpeH muft you have of your ap- 
proaching change ? Why O Chriftlefs foul, it is what j 
you are wholly unprepared for. The old houfe falls down ■ 
about your ears, before you have another lodging pro- 
vided. When death cafts you to the doojr, you have not ^ 
where to lay your head, unlefs it be on d bed of fire and 
brimftone. Ohow furprifing and fearful will the change 
be, that death will make on you ! A change from earth to 
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IjSH, from light tc darknifs, from comforts to terrors, 
fro n hope to defpair, from the offers of grace to the re- 
velation of wrath ; a change from the fociety of faints on 

j earth, to the company of the damned m hell. Whatever 
fond hopes of falvation you have now, yfaur hopes fhall 
lead you no further than to the king of terrors, and then 
“ your hopes {hall be cut off, and your trull like a fpider’s 

i web,” Job viii. 14. Though it coll you much pains to 
weave and fupport this web now, it will prove a weak and 
flender defence to your foul when death comes with his 
ibefom of deftru£lion, and fweeps both you and it away 
to hell. You will then be taken from all the means of 

jgrace you have abufed, and be for ever deprived of an op- 
portunity of buying oil : your lamp fnall go out to deaths 
and never be lighted any more. 

^dly, In this extremity, you have no airth to look to for comfort. O Chrilllefs finner, what will you do in the 
day of vifitation ? To whom will you flee for help ? Your 
houfes, your lands, your money, your honours, your com- 
panions, your relations, will all be miferable comforters 
to you. Every thing will look black and difmal round a- 

./bout you. If you look without you for help, you may 
fee your friends weeping and lamenting your cafe ; but 
this will do nothing but increafe your vexation and mifery. 
If you look within you for relief, confcience, that before 
you would nor fuffer to fpeak, will meet you with bitter 
flings and upbraidings. It will bring to your view the fins 
you had forgot, the time you have mifpent, the health 
you have ipifimproven, the offers of grace you have re^ 
fufed the great falvation you have negle&ed. What folly 
was it for thee to provoke God, and flight Chrift, for a. 
little worldly profit, or a little brutilh pleafure ? Can 
thefe relieve thee when the arrows of the Almighty ftick 
within thee, and the terrors of God do fet themfelves in 
array againft thy foul ? In the mean time, the devil, that 
tempted you to your foul ruining courfe, will tlep in, and 
reprefent your fins in their blacked colours and aggrava- 
tions, to render you altogether hopelefs and defperate.. 
Q finner, thou that refufcfl reft from Chrift in the day 
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of health, and grace, {halt find no eafe from the creafdrCT 
in the day of ficknefs and death. Your ficknefs will 
allow no reft to your body, and your fins will permit no ' 
eafe to your foul. You may expedt the fulfilling-of that: r 
threatening, Deut, xxviii. 65.— 67. “ The Lord fhajl f1 
give thee a trembling heart, and failing of eyes and for»| j* 
row of mind. And thy life (hall hang in doubt before “ 
thee, and thou (halt have fear day and night. In the 
morning thou (halt fay, Would God it were even : aad • 
at even th.ou {halt fay, Would God it were morning,’* ' 
becaufe of the pain of thy body, and anguifh of thy' : 
fpirit. 
Direct. II.' JLet unregenerate perfoni carefully improve r 

their ftcknefs and afflihion, as means to further their con- l" 
verftsn ; and pray that God may blefs it for that end. ' r 

MANY have begun their acquaintance with God,. 
and with themfelves in the time of affliftion; 

the turnace is frequently the Spirit’s work-houfe, where 
Ke forms his veflels of praife. There are many who, 
while health and ftrength continue, mind nothing but 
vain pleafures ; one day they go to their games and fports, 
another day to their cups and lafeivious company, another 
day to vifiting their friends ; and thus they fpend the 
whole time of health and profperity in fin and vanity. All ; 
the warnings, counfels, and exhortations of parentis, friends, 
and minifters do them no good, they cannot endure to 
entertain a ferious thought of God or Chrift, of death, of 
heaven or hell, or judgment to come But when God 
doth call them into ficknefs, or fome great afflidfion, 
they, through the bleffing of God, begin'to come to them- 
felvcs, like the prodigal, and think of returning to their 
Father. Several inftaoces to this purpofe might be given, f 
The earl of Rochefter is a late one, whofe life was no- j 
torioufly lewd, profane, and atheiftical, and who had em- 
ployed his wit and parts to ridicule all religion ; yet when 
he was affli£led with pain and ficknefs, and brought to 
the gates of death, he began to entertain quite other ap- | 
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. (tehenfions than he had done before ; he profelTed he had 
: *erious and reverend thoughts of religion and holinefs, 
. vhich before he laughed at; he moft earneftly and affec- 

ionately warned others to abandon their evil courfes, and 
:o live religioufly and foberly, and to look upon religion 
as the greateft reality in the world ; he retraced all his 
impious and profane language, wherewith he ufed to re- 
fledl on the ways of godlinefs, and willingly attefted all 
this under his hand. 1 Pray then for the divine blefling on your ficknefs, that 
it may contribute to the converfion of your foul; which 

iit doth feveral ways, ijl, By opening mens eyes to get 
a true fight of things, to behold religion in its true fhape, 

ipnd fin in its proper colours; hence the rod is faid to 
_ give ivtsdotnyRtov. xxix. 15. They who have mocked at 
: religion, and made light of fin all their days, have been 
Mtaught by a little bodily ficknefs to change their tune. 

, j Then they begin to have an efteem of the Bible, and to 
!l value and fend for a pious minifter, and to defire the pray- 

; ers of the people of God. Now they perceive fin to be 
bitter as gall and wormwood, they lothe and abhor that 

i.iwhich they liked before; now the word of God makes 
deep impreffion on them, and particularly fuch a word 

I l(as that, Jer. ii. tp. “ Know therefore and fee, that it 
is an evil thing and a bitter, that thou haft forfaken the 

yLord thy God.” 
| ‘idly, Sicknefs helps to fet the word preached home 

j .upon oar heart. When God fpeaks to us in the day of 
health and profperity, we oft give him a deaf ear, Jer. 

j xxii. 21. But when diftrefs comes, it brings the words 
of God, and of his minifters, to our rememberance as it 

! brought Jofeph’s to the rememberance of his brethren, 
• Gen. xlii. 21. 

3<//y, Sicknefs contributes to loofe a man’s heart from 
.the world, and to cool his love thereto; whereby a great 
,hinderance of converfion is removed out of the way, and 
"the man.is made to fay, “ How vain and helplefsare the 

I > world’s comforts to me now ? thefe things I delighted in 
formerly are taftelefs to me at this time. There is 
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no portion can fuit my foul’s needs, but God himfelf.”' 

4^/y, It fpurs a man on to prayer that formerly ne- 
glected it. When the prodigal is bfought to diftrefs, he- 
fays, “ I will arife and go to my Father.” He forgat* 
his Father before, but now he will addrefs him, Hof. v. t 
15. “ In their affliction they will feek me early.” Thus 
the Lord frequently begins and promotes the converfion 
of fouls to himfelf. And O finner, if this be the fruit 
of thy ficknefs it will not be unto death, but the glory | 
of God. 
Direct. TIT. Be careful to obey God's voice in the rod, and . 

beware of fighting it. 
EVery ficknefs hath a meflage from God, and his voice1 

you ought to hearken to with reverence and atten- 
tion, Micah vi, 9. What faith he to you at this time ? O 
finner, he faith, “ Retire from the world, think on death 
and eternity, abhor thefe luffs and idols which God is fmi- 
ting you for, flee fpeedily to the ftrong hold ; repent,and 
be converted, that your fins may be blotted out.” This is 
God’s voice to you, andconfider how provoking it will be 
to him, if you flight it. 

1/?, You will provoke God to flight your voice when 
you cry to him, and flop his ear againit the voice of your 
fupplications, Zech. vii. 13. 

2r//y, You will provoke God to ceafe from being a re- 
prover to you, fo that he will fpeak to you, no more. 

'ifdly. You will provoke him to bring heavier judgments 
on you, yea, fo to draw his fword of juftice agafnft you, 
that lie will fheathe it up no more, as he threatens, Ezek. 
xxi. 5. 

4thly, God may break off all intercourfe and correfpori- 
dence with you, as with thofe, Ezek. xx. 31. “ As 1 live, 
faith the Lord God, 1 will not be enquired of by you.” 

^thly. He may feal you up for ever under your fins, ! 
hardnefsand pollution ; and fay to you. as to feme we read ; 

of, Ezek. xxiv. 13. Hof. iv.ly. Rev. xxii. 11. “ Becaufe 
I have purged thee, and thou was not purged, thou fhalt 1 
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lot be purge.il from thy filthinefs any more, till I have cau - 
ed my fury to reft upon thee. Ephraim is joined to his 
idols, let'him alone. He that is filthy, let him be filthy ■till. He that is hardened againft the voice of my rods, 
et him be hardened ftill. Well then, O finner, while God 
s in fpeaking terms with you, hearken to his voice,‘and o- 

i 5ey it ; fay, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? 
I Direct. IV. Cajl back •jour eyes upon the fws of your bypast 

L lifey and labour to be deeply bumbled for them before the ■■ Lord. 
(JO Eeing you are fummoned to prepare for going to the 

judgment-feat df God, where your foul is to receive l( its final fentence; labour to prevent the terror of that 
appearance, by your judging yourfelf before-hand. And 

® this you muft do, by fummoning yourfelf before the bar ! of confcience, examining narrowly into your Hate, accuf- ■ mg and condemning yourfelf for your fins. And fee ; that you be impartial in this work, willing to know the ; truth, aud difeover the worlt of your cafe. You muft fee 
<hnd be duly fenfible of your danger, otherwife you can- 
jpot think to efcape it. Take a narrow view of your fins 
m their nature, number, aggravations, and defervings. 

• And in order to this, if thou haft any meafure of ftrength 
•for it, Jet the expofition of the ten commandments in our 

irger Catechifm be diftin&ly read over unto thee. 
, ake a paufe upon every queftton, and fay within thy- 

’ felf, “ Have I not omitted what is here required by God ? and have I not committed what is here forbidden by God? 1 how oft have I repeated thefe fins? how long have I 
lived in the practice of them ? O ! do not fo many years ■ fins need very ferious repentance, a very deep humilia- 

^ tion ? “ O! doth not fuch a vile finner as I, ftand greatly in 
; need of Chrift to be my cautioner and ranfomer for fuch 
a vaft number of fins ? will not their weight prefs me e- 

1 [ternally down to the loweft hell, if they remain unpar- fdoned, and be laid upon my back ?” Wherefore view 
£hem clofely, and confefs them particularly before God. 

' 
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§? i/?, In the firft place, bewail thy original fin, the foun-« 
tain of all thy aftual tranfgreffions as did David, Pfal. li. n 
5. “ Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did. 
my mother conceive me.’, 

'idly Acknowledge and mourn over the finful outbreak- j 
ings of thy life, whereby thou haft difhonoured God, t 
and grieved his holy Spirit j and efpecialiy fins againft t 
light. 

3<//y, Be humbled for thy fins of omiffion, for negleft- I 
ing of commanded duties, particularly for the negleft of t 
prayer in fecret, and of family religion. 

qthly, Mourn for the lofs of precious time. Alas for t 
the time of youth mifpent, many Sabbaths-days trifled > 
away ! 

^thly. Lament thy long flighting of Chrift, and falvation 
through his righteoufnefs, which fo preflingly hath bee«li 
offered to thee in the gofpel. 

6thly, Bewail thy ftifling the convi£l:ions, and quench- ii 
ing the motions of the Spirit, and thereby provoking him 1 
to depart from you. 

7^/y, Mourn for thy untbankfulnefs to God for mer- 
cies and deliverances, which might have allured you to 1 
repentance and newnefs of life. 

%thly, Confefs thy ftubbornefs under former affliftions, 1 
which hath provoked God to fend new trials upon you. i 

gthly, Be humbled foj thy earthly-misdednefs, in that . 
thou haft all thy days been careful and cumbered about 1 

many things, and haft neglefted the one thing neceffary. 
lothly. Mourn for the latenefs of thy repentance, and 

thy prodigious •folly in delaying fo long to bethink thy- 
felf, and turn to the Lord. “ O how unwifely have l 
a&ed, to mifpend the time of health, and delay fo great 
a work till now, that I am laid-on a fickbrd ! and now, 
if I die before I aen converted, I am loft for ever. O 
JLord, I am afhamed and confounded at my madnefs and 
folly, and have no excufe to plead for myfelf but muft 

' {land afar off with the poor publican, and fmite upon my 
breatt, and cry, God be merciful to me a finner.” 
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’f* Direct. V. Flee prefently to Jefus Chrijl by a true faithr i ind close with him as offered to you in the gofpel. 
RT thou fenfible, O (inner, of thy grievous guilt 
an4 ill defervings before God ? then do not de- 

j for Jefus Chrift, tyho hath offered to divine juf- 
; i dee an all-fufficient facrifice for fin, in offering hirafelf to 

thee, faying, “ O diftreffed (inner, look unto me, and be 
s'laved. Turn unto me, why will ye die ? Come unto me. 
It fieavy laden foul, and I will give you reft, He that com- 

$th to me, I will in no wife caft out.” Will not fuch 
l gracious words, fuch moving calls, melt thy heart within 

thee, and make thee cry to him, “ Lord Jefus, I flee to 
ithee as my refuge, for. deliverance from fin, and protec- ■) tion from the wrath to come ; I look to thy wounds, I 

.1 itruft in thy righteoufnefs, I depend on thy merit, I lie at 
ithy feet, and this I am refolved to do as long as I have 

>i breath to draw in this world.” 
.Direct. VI. Call for the elders of the church that they may 

• ■,} pray over you in your fcknefs. 
HIS is the apoftle James his direflion to the lick. 
James v. 14. He doth not fay, If any be lick, 

Ijlet him fend for the phyficians, but for the elders or 
d minifters. 
j . It is true, phyficians are to be called, but not in the 
j firlt place. It was Afa’s fault that in his difeafe, he fought 
i| not the Lord, but to the phyficians ; and, alas, how many 
j follow his example ! Minifters are only called for in the i: lad place, and very often when time is paft, the fick being !i at the point of death, and fcarce capable to fpeak or il hear. But if you defire to reap benefit by the inftruttions ■ and prayers of m.inifters, call for them timeoufly, and o- 

pen your cafe unto them ; feek their counfel, and beg for 
their prayers. It is their office to teach and pray for you, 

•'and they have authority to offer falvation to you through 
/Chrift, ancfto minifter comfort to them that are caft down ; 

K 2 
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■wherefore a bleffing may be expefted on their miniftratl*. [ 
ons and performances more than pthers. Hence God ' 
faid to Abim*lech of Abraham, Gen. xx. 7. “ He is a 
prophet, and he {hall pray for thee.” And to Job’s friends 
concerning Job, Job xlii. S. “ Go to my fervar.t Job, and 
he (hall pray for you, for him will I accept: left that I 
deal with you after your folly ” 

And Ao/?/y,-Remember, that as the apoftle James en-! 
joins the fick to call for the elders to pray over them, fa 
at the fame time he dire£ls you, James v. 16. to confefs.. 
your faults one to another, Chriftian to Chriftian, one ) 
friend to another, the people to their minifter. Not that • 
this gives any warrant for the Papifts their auricular conri, 
feffion, which they force upon all men to their priefts a'», t 
a fatisfa&ion for fin, and where they rack their confcien- f 
ces, (when they feel no diftrefs,) to confefs their moft fe- ; 
cret fins, to enumerate them all under pain of damnation, 
*nd which they ufe as a politic to dive into the fecret* 
of prince?, ftates, and all private perfons: But as Luther,. 
Calvin, Beza and many others of orthodox divines do 
teach, it is very profitable and necefiary forihefe that are 
inwardly troubled with a fenfe of their fins, to eaft: and | 
dilburden their confciences, by confefling of them to ; 
the faithful minifters of Chrift, in order to their receiv- 
ing fuitable counfels and confolations from them, fuch, 
as Chrift hath left in his word for contrite-hearted pe- 
nitents. 

Thus let every man in ficknefs ufe all appointed means 
for preparing his foul for a future ftate. Thy prepara- 
tion will by no means haften death, but fweeten it to 
you. Death muft furely have a moft formidable afpeft to 
an unprepared finner : he may falute it as Ahab did Eli- 
jah, “ Haft thou found me, O mine enemy ?” why ? it 
brings heavy and doleful tidings to him. But a prepa- 
red foul may falute death, Welcome, O my friend, thou 
bringeft me tidings of great joy; everlafting deliverance ; 

from fin, and all the bitter fruits of it. I .{hall neve? 
complain of thefe any more. 
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j Containing direfiions to the people of God, when the Lord 
* . is pleafed to recover them from ficknefs and difress. 
Direct. I. It is very proper, both under ficknefs and after it, 

to examine if the afflillion be sanctified to you, and hath 
come from the love of God. 

IT would be very comfortable for us to know that the 
affli£lions which God vifns us with, are not the punilh- 

"^nient of a judge, but the chaftifement of a Father ; that 
' they do not proceed from wrath, but from love : that they 

are not curfes but bleffing$, to us. Now, the beft way 
of knowing this is by the effefts which they work and 
produce in us, through the bleffing of God. 

ijl, Canft thou fay, that thy affli&ion hath humbled 
thee in the fight of God, and made thee confefs and be- 
wail thy fins and ftrayings from God as the procuring 
caufe thereof? Hath it been like Mofes’s rod, that fmote 

j the rock, and fetched out much water ? Did you water 
your couch with tears, and mourn humbly before God for 
all thy God-provoking fins ? Then it is a good fign fick- 
uefs is fandlified. 

2dly, Doth thy afflidlion drive thee nearer God, and 
eaufe thee aim at clofer communion with God in duty 
than formerly, faying, “ However carelefs and overly I 
have been in duty in time paft, it is furely good for me 
now to draw near to God?” Then thy ficknefs is a 
blefling to thee. 

2dly, AfflidHon is fan&ified, when the corruption and 
deceitfulnefs of the heart is the more difcovered and laid open to the view of the foul; fo as the man is made tO' 
abhor himfelf in d.uft and afhes, and cry out as the leper, 
“ Unclean, unclean.” I never could have thought my 
heart was fo wicked as now I fee it. 

4thly, It is a fandHfied ficknefs, that purgeth the heart, 
and changeth the life, and gives a dead ftroke to thy fim 



fO THE AFFLICTED 
and idols, and makes thee to lotheand abhor them more 
than ever, faying, with Ephraim, “ What have I to do a« & 
ny more with idols ?” 

Stkly, It is. a blefled rod, when grace is more quickened r 
and ftirred up thereby, and the man furns more fruitful t 
in holy duties and good works ; when it is a budding and: i 
bloffomingrdd, like to Aaron’s, Numb. xvii. It is record- i 
«<1 there of Aaron’s rod, that it brought forth buds, bloom- t 
eel bloffoms, and yielded almonds. So it is happy with i 
us, when our rods and ficknefles do produce in us, not on- 
ly the buds of a profeflion, or the bloffoms or forr.e be- ' *; 
ginnings of a reformation ; but even caufe us to yield al- t 
moods, fruit favoury to God. Is confcience become more s 
tender with-refpfrfl; to fin ? Are we more jealous over our t 
hearts ?, Are we more fervent in prayer, more lively in t 
praife, more mortified to the world, more defirous of com-• < 
munion with God ? Then may we fay with David, “ It • 
is good for us we have been affliHed ?” and with Heze- ■ 
kiah, “ Fhou haft, in love to my foul, delivered it from i 
the pit of corruption.” 
Direct. II. Make confciettce of offering to God the sacrifice 

of thanksgivings upon his. recovering thee from ftekness or 
any dfiress. 

THE Pfalmift gives us this dire£tion from God, Pfal. 
1. 14, 15. and he Ihews ustHat it was his own prac- 

tice in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 1 Pfal. ciii. 1, 2, 3. &v. 
The command is juft, let us obey it ; the example excel- 
lent, let us imitate it. Praife is comely for the upright. 
Here I fhall give fome motives and advices., 

\Jly God, who is the author of all thy mercies and de- 
Jiverahces, gives you tongues for this very end, that you 
may blefs and praife him for thefe mercies, James iii. 9. • 
Hence man’s tongue is called his glory above the reft of 
the creatures, Piah Jvii. 8. There is none in the^creation 
fo endued and qualified for praifing God. as rcran is. An- 
gels have reafon and minds, whereby they adore and ad- 
wnre.God’s goodnefs und excellency, but have no tongue? 
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J |d) praife him ; beafts have tongues, but ^-ithout fpeech or 
. “eafon to ufe them : bbt man hath both reafon and fpeech. 

, ;hht he may both admite God’s goodnefs, and with his 
> tongue found forth God’s praife. See then, O believer, 
Ithat you ufe your tongue to anfwer the end of your crea- 

•] tion. God lofeth his due rent of praife from the reft of 
. the world, but he expetfts it fr6m his children, whom he 
. hath formed for this end, and: on Xvhom he hath beftowed 
i many diftingnifiiing favours. 
. '■ idly, The facrifiee of thankfgiving is moft pleafing and 
. acceptable to God. He loves your tears and prayers, O 
. believer, but much more your praifes. How well pleafed ■r (was our Lord vtdth the poor leper Samaritan, that return- 

Jed and gave him thanks for curing his bodily diftemper ? 
Luke xvii. He difmiffed him with a fpecial bleffing, and 

. cured him of his foul’s difeafes, as well as of his body’s.. 
: And therefore, 

3t//y,Confider that thankfulnefs for tbymercies received 
is a moft profitable cou'rfe for ourfelf: for it is the way to 
jget more arid better bleflings beftowed upon you, accord- 
ing to Pfal. Ixvii. 5, 6. “ Let the people praife thee, G 
ij&od. Then fhall the fearth yield her increafe : and God, Sven our own God, fhall blefsus.” Thankfgiving for for- 

mer mercies is a kindly way of petitioning for new favours, 
and God will underftand it in this fenfe. 
f qthly, God is fo well pleafed with the duty of rhankfgi- 
Hng, that he honours it to be the eternal work of heaven. 
WheVeas Other gtace^, fuch as, faith, hope, and repent- 
arice, wtjl thfch be melted into love and joy for ever, fo o- 
fher duties o.i 'Wotlhip, fuch as, reading, hearing, and pray- 
er, will them be changed into that of praife and thanlgiv- 

l;ing: the .glorified company above will never be weary of 
! this work ; andThall not we delight in it now, when God> 
t ;is calling us to it by fo many new mercies ? 

;■ In the next place, that thou mayeft . offer the facrificer 
of thankfgiving to £>0^ for thy recovery, with gracious- 
acceptajice^Jrftiall Jaymefore you the - following advices, 
i j. See that your heart be Touched with a fenfe of the; 
greatnefs of the mejrcy and <?f the goodaefs of Godmani- 
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felted therein. We muft put a due value upon our mer- 
cies, and have our hearts affe£ted with God’s kind deal- 5 
ing towards us in them, if we would be rightly thankful to 
God the author of them. Hence vyas it that David called . 
upon his heart, and all within him, to blefs the Lord for ■ 
his benefits, Pfal. ciii. 1. ; and in Pfal. cxxxviii. 1. he : 
faith, “ I will praife thee with my whole heart.” As in S' 
an initrument of mufic, the more found conies out of the [ 
belly of it, it is the fweeter; .&> our praiie is the more ac- | 
eeptablet to God, when the heart is full of gracious affec- ■ 
tiens. 

2. Let your praife be the native refult of faith and love > 
in your foul, otherwife it will be but an empty found, i 
Faith is neceffary to draw by the vail, and (hew us the per- I' 
fections of the invifible God, who is the fpring and author' ( 
of all our mercies j love gives a deep fenfe of his goodnefs, i 
enlargeth the heart towards God, and opens the lips to 
ihew forth his praife. 

3. Study to have a deep fenfe of your own unworthinefs 
and ill-defervings at the Lord’s hand, upon the account of 
your fins, and the ill-improvement of former deliverances^ 
faying with Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 10. “ 1 am not worthy of t 
the leaf! of all thy meicies.” 

4 Look above inltruments and fecond caufes, and da : 
not aferibe your recovery to phyficians or outward means* fj 
but to the Lord, the prime author of it, whofe blefiing a- L 
lone it is that gives efficacy and fuccefs to the appointed 
means, and by whofe mercy only we are fpared and brought 
back from the gates of the grave. To this the apoltle at- tributes Lpaphroditus his recovery, Phil. ii. 27. “ Indeed 
he was lick nigh unto death, but God had mercy on him.” 1. 
Hence we are told, 1 Sam. ii. 6. “ The Lord bringetk 
down to the grave, and bringeth up.” 

5. Obferve narrowly the remarkable circumflances of i 
the Lord goodnefs, and the fweet ingredients of thy mer- 
cies. As for inltance. (1.) How difcernible the Lord’s 
hand was in thy deliverance, which obligeth thee to fay. 
Surely this is the finger of God ? this is the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvellous in mine eyes. (2.) How thy delivor^ 
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‘ Ince came to thee as the return of prayer, makes thee fay, 
’Surely he is a prayer-hearing God, (3.) How deliver- 
1 inces came when there was but little ground to hope for 
; it. See howHezekiah obferved this ingredient in his re- 
| covery front fieknefs. Ifa. xxxviii. jq, 11. “ Ilaid in the 
, cutting off of ^y days, I fliall go to the gates of the grave: 
I am deprived of the refidue of my years. I faid, I'fhall not 
fee the Lord, even the Lord in the land of the living : I 

‘ [hall behold men no more, with the inhabitants of the 
world.” Verfe 15. “ What [ball I fay ? he hath both fpo* 
ken to me, and himfelf hath done it.” Sometimes God 

' fends deliverances to his people when they are mofthope- 
' lefs, andfaying, with the captivesin Babylon,Ezek. xxxvij. 

xi. ‘‘ Behold our bones are dried, and our hope is loft 
and we are cut off for our parts.” (4.) Remember how, f the extremity of thy diffrefs was God’s opportunity of 

' fending relief. Abraham never forgat the feafonablenefs 
of God’s appearing for him in'his extreme need upon ; mount Moriah, when he called the name of the place Je- 

' hovaH Jireh, fot preferring the memorial of it ;• In the 
'! mount of the Lord it will be feen.” So doth David, PfaL 
^ i'cxvi. “ I was brought low, and he helped me.” 

jj 6. Let the prefent deliverance bring all former merciea 1 to thy remembrance, that fo thou mayeft praife God for 
» them all,whether they be national or perfonaT mercies, pub- 

lic or private, fpirifual or temporal. New mercies fhould 
j revive the memory of the old, and all of them fhould come 
“above board at fuclr a time ; fo doth the Pfalmift dire£l:, 
Pfal. <V. 2’. “ Sing to the Lord, talk ye of all his wondrous 
works.” And what he directs others to, he pra£l;ifeth him- 
felf in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 12. “ What {hall I render 
to the Lord for all his benefits towards me ?” 

7. Be ready to communicate to others an account of 
j the Lord’s kind dealings towards you, and the fweet in- 
; gredients of his mercies ; and particularly of his fending 

fpiritual deliverance to your foul, as well as outward deli- 
verance to your body, when he is pleafed to do fo. And 

f do this in order to recommend the fervice of God to others, 
aod to engage and invite them to affifi; you in blefling and 
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praifingthe Lord. We fee how David obferved his foul- 
deliverances, PfaU cxvi. 7, 8. and declares his experienccK'v 
to others, Pfal. xxii.'22, “ I will declare thy name unto stt 
my hrethren : in the mid ft of the congregation will I praife t. 
thee.” Pfal. Ixvi. 16. Come and hear, all ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what he hath done for my foul.’*! Ii 

La/lly? Remember always to give thanks for mercies to it. 
the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrifl, as di- L 
refted, Eph. v. 20. Your fpiritual facrifices are only ac- v ceptable to God, when you offer them up by Jefus Chrift, t 
r Pet. ii. 5. As we muft feek all our mercies in Chrift’s : 
name. Id we muft give thanks for them alfo in his name, a 
Be is the Mediator of our praifes,as well as of our prayers.- it 
Believers have not one mercy, but what comes fwimming 13 
to them in Chrift’s blood, and is the fruit of his death and' l 
purchafe to them : and therefore he is to be owned and 1 
looked to in the receiving of every mercy. And as Chrift la 
is the only mediator for conveying bleffings and mercies J: 
from God to us, fo he is the foie Mediator for conveying t 
all our fervices and fpiritual facrifices to God. God ac- 
cepts of them only as they are perfumed by Chrift’s meri- l 
torious facrifice, and potent interceflipn.. 
Direct. III. When the Lord is pleased to grant thee any sig-. I 

nal mercy or deliverancefrom trouble, beware of forgetting ■ 
theLord's kindness towards thee.- 

FOrgetting of God’s remarkably kind providence is an e- j 
vil we are naturally prone unto, when we are in a prof- 

perous ftate. Hence it is that the Spirit of God gives fo 
many cautions againft it in his word; and the faints of 
God do fo folemnly charge their own fouls to beware of it, 
as \v Pfal. ciii. 2. “ Blefs the Lord, Q my foul, and for- 
get not all his benefits ; who healeth all thy difeafes, who 
redeemeth thy life from deftru&ion.” Forget not his be- 
nefits, but carefully prefervd and treafure them up in thy 
memory. It wasufual for faints under the Old Teftament 
to fet up fome vifible monument to remind them of God’s 
fmgular favours to them ; they ere&ed ftones, and built 



MAN’S COMPANION. 95 
jlltars, to be memorials of the mercies they received, and 
- ut names on the places for this end. Let all this teach 
j ou to guard againft this evil of forgetting the Lord’s 
i iind providence in recovering you from ftcknefs. 

You are guilty of this evil, when you do not duly value 
•j he mercy, but let it pafs as a turn of common providence. 

kVhen you let the impreffion of the mercy wear foon off 
jfour hearts *, when you make a bad ufe or it, or do not 
J Sightly improve it to God’s glory, and your own foul’s 
jijood ; when you do not put on new refolutions to walk 
, more exa£tly, live more fruitfully, and ferve God more 
r lolily and humbly : then are you guilty of forgetting his ■ benefits. 

! This is an evil moft grievous and provoking to a good t and gracious God, as is evident from the many heavy com- 
i plaints he makes of his people for it, as in Judges viii. 34. 
i Pfal. Ixxviii. 11. Pi’al. cvi. 13. Wherefore watch and pray 
Igainft it. 

J Direct. IV. Inquire after these fruits of righteousness y which 
.j are the genuine effects of affliBion in the children of Godt •who are duly exercised thereby. 
THE apoftle fpeaks of thefe fruits, Heb. xii. n. as na- 

tively following upon fan£Hfied afflictions, and a 
Itindly exercife of fpirit under them. And therefore it is 
your duty to inquire if they be produced in you. 

isty The increafe of true repentance is one of thefe 
fruits which is the produCt of fanCtified trials. Job found 
lit in himfelf on the back of his affliction, chap, xliii. 6. 

j i*‘ Now I abhor myfelf, and repent in dull and afhes.’’ It 
'‘would be happy, if we could find our hearts more foftand 
I inciting upon the view of fin, after we have been in the 
jfurnace.of affliction. 
|idlyy Another fruit is the improvement of faith. The 
afiliCted believer is taught to look to, and depend more 

Idpon God for help in time Of need, and lefs upon the crea- 
ture. He now fees that vain is the help of man in the day 
.of calamity, and that God in Chrift is the only proper ob- 
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jedl of the foul’s truft. This was the fruit of the apoftle1'! 
aflli&ion, 2 Cor. i. 8, 9, 10. “ We were prefled out o: 
fiieafure, above-ftrength, infomuch that we defpaired ever 
of life. We had the fentence of death in ourfelves, th^ 
v/e (hould not truft in ourfelves, but in God that raifetl 
the deadwho delivered us from fo great a death, ane 
doth deliver: iniwhom we truft that he will yet deliver:’ 

2^/}’, Humility and low thoughts of ourfelves is one o: 
the fruits of righteoufnefs which fan&ified afflidbion dotf 
yield. How proud and lofty was Nebuchadnezzar before 
he was afliidbed, Dan. iv. 29, 30. But afterwards he is 
made to own God, and humbly fubmit to him as his fup- 
reme and incontroulable Sovereign, and to acknowledge, 
that thefe who walk in pride, he is able to abafe, verfe 37, 
This was God’s defign in the various trials of his people If- 
rael in the wildtmefs, Deut. viiL 16. “ That he might 

•humble thee, prove thee, and do thee goo4at thy latter 
end.” See then, O believer, if this fruit be produced inJ 

thee. 
ph/y, Another fruit is the fpirit of prayer and fupplica- r 

tion. This was vifible in the Pfalmift’s cafe, after God?- 
had delivered him from the forrows of death, and heard " 
his voice, Pfal. cxvi. 2. “ Therefore, fays he, will I call? 
upon him as long as I live.” O, faith the true believer, *? 
God’s mercy to me in trouble, and hU fending me relief f 
when I cried to him, will make me love.prayer the better,?1 

and engage me to be more diligent in it all my days ; for" 
I ftill fee I have daily need of his helping hand. 

5^/y, Heavenly-mindednefs is a fruit of fan£tified af- 
fliftion. Before, the man was inclined to that language, 1 
It is good for us to be here, let us build tabernacles in: 

this lower world. But now he turns his tongue, and) 
changeth his thoughts and faith, with the Pfalmift. « It 
is good for me to draw nigh to God. Arife let us depart, 
this is not our reft.” This world is nothing but the houfd lA 
of our pilgrimage, heaven only is our home. 

6thly> Another fruit of famStified trials, is greater love > 
to God than formerly. How much was David’s heart 
warmed with love and gratitude to God upon the back oil 
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rs afflifHon, fo that he wants words to exprefs the affec- 
10ns of his foul ? Pfal. cxvi. 8, 12. “ I will love the 

j »ord be-caufe he hath heard my voice. I was brought low, 
ut he helped me. Thou haft delivered my foul from 
!eath, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.— 
iVhat (hall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to- 

5 vards me ?” * 
Jf/j/y, Learning and keeping of God’s word is a fruit of 

imftified affii&ion, Pfal. cxix. 67. 71. Let us enquire if 
his fruit be produced in us after ficknefs. Do we attend 
b the word more clofely ? do we befieve it more firmly ? 
to we embrace its offers more earned: 1 y i1 and do we live 

Jhore in the expectation of that glory which the word doth 
:eveal to us ? “ Then it is good for us we have been af- 
licted : for we have learned more of God’s word.” 

•8thly> Tendernefs of confcience is a happy fruit of fanc- 
jfied trouble ; when the believer, aftet it, becomes ex- 
:eedingly afraid of fin, and of making new wounds in his 
:or.fcience. He cannot think of adventuring again upon 
my known fin ; for the fmart of former wounds, and the sain they occafioned in his foul, when diftrefs lay upon 
Klim, makes deep and lafting impreflion on his'mind, as it 
id on the affli6ted church, Lam. iii. 19, 20 “ Remem- Ser mine affli&ien, and my mifery, the wormwood and the 

gall, my foul hath them ftill in remembrance, and is hura- 
»led within me*” Now, fuch fruits of righteoufnefs are 
»h evidence we have been fuitably exercifed under afflic- 
aon : O to find them produced in us after ficknefs is 0- 
?er. 
DiP.ECT. V. Be careful to perform these resolutions, engage 

meats yor views, you have came under in the time of fulness; 
•and walk suitably to them. 

t A S a time of ficknefs and affli&ion is a proper fca- 
fun for making vows to God, and binding our fouls 

with refolutions to mortify fin in the heart and purge it 
gwayfrom the life, and to be diligent in duty, and walk 

jsnore humbly with God ; fo a time of recovery from fick- 
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nefs is a proper fe^fon for paying and performing thefe i 
vows. This was the royal Pfalmilt’s practice in fuch a 
cafe, Pfal. cxvi, 6, 16, 17, 18. “ I was brought low, and l 
he helped me. Truly I am thy fervant, I am thy fervant; ? 
I will olfer to thee the facrifice of thankfgiving. I will . 
pay my vows unto the Lord now in the prefence of all his*! 
people.” Now for your afliftance in this matter, I offer ’ 
vou thefe few advices, 

i/F, Defer not to pay your vows, but be fpeedy, and take l 
the firft opportunity to pay them.. Delays in this cafe 
are molt dangerous ; Solomon, that wife man, was fen- , 
.fible of this, which made him give thee this advice, Eo;, 
clef. v. 4. “ When thou voweft a vow unto God, defer r not to pay it.” 

Be ftijl jealous of thy heart, which is prone to deal' ' 
treacheroully with God after afflidtion is over. The If- 
raelites practice is a fad inltance of his truth, Pfal. Ixxviii. ' 
34. £5V. “ When he flew them, then they fought him, 
and they returned and inquired early after God, (sV. Ne- ■ 
verthelefs they did flatter him with their mouth, and they r 
lied unto him with their tongues ; for their heart was 
not right with him, neither were they ftedfaft in his cove- 
nant.” The purpofes of many in afflidtion are like the 
vows 'of mariners in a ftorm ; they are the firft things 
which they forget and break when once they win fafe a- 
fhore. However penitent fome feem to be in licknefs, yet1 

when they recover from it, they foon return to their old fins 
again. They are like metals in a furnace, thdy melt and 
turn liquid while in it, but when out, they foon return to 
their old hardnefs. There is good reafon for that caution 
the Lord gives us, Mai ii. 16. “ Therefore take heed to 
your fpirit, that you deal not treacheroufly.” 

3^/v, Cry continually for’ftrength from above to enable 
you to perform your vows. The Pfalmift took this courfe, 
and found it fuccefsful, Pfat. cxxxviii. 3. “ In the day 
wh^fi 1 cried to thee, thou anfweredft me, and ftrengthen-*, 
edft me with ftrength, in my foul.” And forget not, O 
believer, that God hath treafured up ftrength for thee in * 
thy head and furety Chrift Jefus ■, wherefore be ftill bor- 
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fowing from him, for the performing of all thy engage- 

4 ments, 2 Tim ii. r. My fon, be ftrong in the grace that 
, is in Chrift Jefus.”Put thy treacherous heart in thy Sure- 

ty’s hand ; for though thou art weak, yet thy Redeemer 
is ftrong. Whenever then ycu firft perceive yoirt heart 

n begin to Hart afide from Gody be fure to check it, and look' 
up to God in Chrift for ftrength to fecure it againft tvea- 

; chery and perfidious dealing : cry with the Pf.lmift, “ Be 
‘ furety for thy fervant for good,” 
/ |. qtbly. Guard diligently againft thy predominant fin, the 

fin that hath moft eafiiy befet thee, the fin that was mqft 
bitter and tjneafy to thee in the day of diftrefs. Keep a 
narrow eye upon it now 5 for if once that finlae got van- 

, iquiflied, the reft will the more eafiiy be put to flight. 
; 5/ZVy, Be frecjuently meditating on thy-vows, and on 
the condision thou waft in when they were taken on, and 
ftudy to keep alive in thy heart the fame apprehenfton of 
things after ficknefs which thou hadlt in the time of it. 
Plow vain and comfortlefs did the world apd its vanities, 

! then appear to thee ! how awful'were the truths of God ion thy fnirits ! how far preferable was the loving kindnefs 
, ■of God to thee thain life ! how precious was Chrift then 
in thy eyes! 0 that your judgment, thoughts, snd im- ; Jnreflions of thefe things, may continuer ftill the fame ! 

. i "Stirly, Keep up the irnpreffions of the precioufnefs of 
|-|jaie, that you may diligently improve it ; and fluke off 
i floth and idlenefs. Remember what a view you got in the 
‘time of ficknefs, of long-lafting eternity; and what-a 
trouble k was to you to look back, and fee how much 
time you had loft in fin and vanity. When fometimes we 
are brought to the brink of eternity, the near views we 

i ‘then get of its vaftnefs and unchangeablenefs, are fome- times fo awful and amazing to us, that we are ready to 
, ‘think, though we had Methufalem’s; years to live, it would 

be unreafonable wilfully to mifpend one hour of them all. 
' Well then, is ficknefs over, our time is fo fhort, ancf fo 
little of it remaining behind'? will we be fo foolifh, 33 to 
"be lavifli of it ftill, and trifle it away as before ? 

Ithly, Set a fpecial mark upon all thefe fins, whether, 
L 2 
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of omifTion or commuTion, that made death to Took gritM: 
and ghaitly upon you in the time of fickneis, and againfli 
which you refolved ; and fee to get every one of them a 
mended and removed.. Remember and confider how fadt 
it will be for you, if fcknefs find you again in the verm 
fatne fins which formerly flung you. What will you fal 
to confcience, when it fhall challenge you ? How will yota: 
look death in the face, if it fhouhi find you living in thdi 
very fame fins you formerly mourned for, and promifed a.4.; 
gainft! Death would then bt the king of terrors to thy : 
foul indeed. 

O then, mind thy vows, and fay with the Pfalmift, Pfak fc 
Ivi. 12, xv Thy vows are upon me,© God: I will i 
render praiies to thee. For thou haft delivered my foui i 
from death : wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, | 
that I may walk before Goft in the light of the living ?”• 

CHAF. VI. 
Containing directions to the unregenerate, when they are reco- 1 

veredfrom fukness, and rejlored to health. 
Direct. I. Seeing the affUclions of the wicked are unsanEli- 

fed, it is necejfary you examine what sort of ajfliffion yours 1 

•. hath been, and what fruits it hath produced in you. 
I HAVE in the preceding chapter (hewed, that the af- 

flidlions ofbetievers are fatherly chaftifemems proceed- 
ing from love ; that they ate fan£tified, and yield the i 
peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs. 1 have given the marks i 
of fandified affliaions, and mentioned the happy fruits 
which they produce in the children of God. 

On .the other hand, it is necefiary to let Chrift-lefs per- 
fons know, that their afflidions are of a different kind ; 
they are even puniftunents from God as a judge, pro- 
ceeding from wrath : they are unfandified to them, and 
produce no fruits, but what are bitter and unfavoury. 

Well then, O Chriftlefs foul, thou haft reafon to fufped; 
the worft concerning thy ficknefs, that it hath not tbeen 
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• Ifanftified, a*id its fruits are not good. O then, labour to 

know the truth of the matter, that thou mayeft be hum- 
i ble under a fenfe of thy mifery, and flee to Jefus Chrift 
;ifor relief. And for thy affiftance in this inquiry, I will 
jgivefome marks of unfan&ifiedaffli&ions. 1 i i/?, If ficknefs hath not humbled thee under a fenfe of 
ithy fins, the procuring ca’ufe thereof, nor any wife hath 
1 weakened fin in thee, nor reclaimed thee from it, but it 
Jiremaineth in thee as ftrong as ever'*, it is a fign thy af- 
• -fliftion is unfanftified. This was the cafe of thofe'of 

whom God complaineth, J&r. ii. 30. “ In vain have t 
ijfmitten your children ■, they received no corrpdlion.” As 

'i if he had faid, The phyfic I gave them did not purge out 
i bn ; nor weaken corruption in the leaft. They have been 
i ftricken, but not grieved for fin ; the fire hath burnt round . 1 about them, but they have not laid fin to heart, that kind- 

led the flame. 
f ld!yt It is a mark of unfan&ifted afiliflion, when it hath 
no influence upon a finner to bring him to a feriotls com- 

s 'munitrg with his own heart concerning the eftate of his 
Tbnl,and to inquire in what terms he Hands with God that 

i’.ti-ffli&s him. GodVvoiceiri affliction is that in Hag. i. 7. 
• Nowconfider your ways.” In the day of adverffty COn- 
t fi'der ivhere you are, what you are, what you have'done, 
>nd What is the meaning of the fod, and what will be the 
fiffuebf it through eternity in cafe it hath a commiffron to 

cut the thread of life. Now, when a man remains ftupid 
. ' and carelefs about thefe important matters, and - ever no- 

1: ! jiceth the-voice of affliction, fo as.to .inquire f^fiou'fly a- 
bout 'his fottl’s condition ; “ Am Tunder a covenant of 

,1 :'Wbi-ks,‘Br acbVehartt of grace1 ? Am I a. child of God, or 
!’Whenemy’of <$rOc!l ? HftVe I 'fled to the city of refuge, or ■ 

>| am I Hill in a Hielterlefs Hate ? Am I Hill under a cloud 
hof wrath, or am I brought Under the banner of love ?” t 

* rfty, where there are no fuch inquiries, the affliction is 
^urifanCtified. u --^gn^of un-fariCtified tiflhCtion, when it, and revolts the more*he is Hric- - 
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Shie/l. When m?y it be faid, that a pevfoa grows worfi»; i: 

by affliftion ? t 
Amw. i When the fmner’s heart turns harder than it t 

was before ; fo every plague on Egypt, increafed the plague u 
of hardnefs in Pharaoh’s heart. It fares with many hearts 
as with iron, that is often heated in the fire, and quenched, l 
in the water, it {till increafeth in hardnefs. 2. When a i 
perfon giveth way to impatience and murmuring againft 1' 
God while he afflid^s him. 3. When the lulls, of the heart t 
grow more itrong and impetuous, and afterwards rage the 1 
more, that they have been, ftopt in their eourfe by afflic-1 ;; 
tion. In fuch cafes a perfon grows worfe by the rod. 
Direct. II. Conjtder the great danger of not being lettered': 

by. richness, and of not complying with the voice of God's !i; 

OD’s voice by his rod doth loudly call finners to re- 
pentance, and fleeing to the Lord Jefus Chritl for f 

refuge from wrath. Now, when-this voice'is not hear- ■ 
kened to, but men go on in their fecure and finful courfe 
as before, God is highly provoked, and the ifiue will be it 
terrible. For,. j 

xst, Though fiicknefs be removed, and the furnace of !i 
afflifltion be cooled for the time ; yet the wrath that kin- i 
died it, continues {till to burn. And you have ground tp ' 
fear left you be ranked among thefe who are the genera*- 1 
tion of God’s wrath, againft whom he will have indigna- 
tion for ever. 

idly, If lefler reds do not awaken you, you may expe<3: I 
greater and forer judgments are coming on you. Yea, i 
God may caufe them to come rolling thick upon you, as 
waves and billows in a ftorm, one upon the neckof ano- ■ 
ther. The great depths, both above and below, may be opened together ; the difpleafure of God, and wrath of r 

men, may corfpire and meet to pour out tbemfelves as 
vater-fpouts upon you at once : and to whom then will 
ye look fot help ? . . , 

3dh, The Lord may give over dealing with you, or uf- 

rod. 
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jjtng any further means to reclaim you ; he may refufe ta 
jcorredi you any more, or bellow a rod upon you for your 
[good, and fay of you, as of Ephraim, HoLiv. 17. “ Eph- 
traim is joined to his idols, let him alone.” 
[ ^thiy. The Lord may give you up to fpiritual plagues 
mnd judgments : and indeed this commonly is the refult 
of obllinacy and incorrigiblenefs under outward rods. 
When Ifrael would not heafken to God’s voice, he gave: 
them up to their own hearts lufts, P£al. Ixxxi. it, 12. 
Now, t-hefe plagues are the leverell of all others. Exter- 
jtal judgments are God’s rods, but fpiritual judgments are his fwords, which pierce the very foul. Blindnefs of mind, 

I 'hardnefs of heart, fearednefs of confcience, vile affedions* 
i and a reprobate fenfe, are the very forerunners of hell and 

ji damnation. Thefe who are impenitent and unfruitful un- 
j der outward affliiflions,' have caufe to tremble lelt GotTbe. 
‘provoked toinfli<T thefe fpiritual judgments. 

.| ' $thly. Be affured, though God fpare you long, yet the 
g1afs of his forbearance will at length run out. God’s pa- 
tience towards finners hath a term and bound, over which 
it will not pafs- The time will come, when a long-fuf- 

, :,fering God will at laft fay, “ My fpirit lhall no longer 
jilrive*,” and the angel will cry, as in Rev. xiv. 7. “ The 
hour of God’s judgment is come.” You that abufe God’s 
patience, and prefume upon it; his treaty of peace will end 

^ with you in a little, and the mailer of the houfe will rife 
", upand Ihuttothe door» Then patience will come down, and 
f juftice will afcend the ftage, and trample upon, and tri- umph over, all that abufe divine patience. Sodom was a 
wonder of God’s patience for a long time, but now it is a 
laltiug monument of his anger. 

6thlyy If you be not bettered by God’s rods or fparing. 
mercies, then your prefervatiori at pefent will be nothing 
but a refer.yation for the day- of God’s wrath. And the 
longer your cup of fin is a filling,, the fuller fhall the cup 
of God’s wrath be for you: by your impenitence and 
abufe of God’s patience,.you treafure up wrath for your- 

' felves again!! thdday of wrath, Rom ii. 4; and though 
you be delivered from fome judgments, you. are referred. 
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for worfe, yea feven times worfe according to Lev. xxvL r 
23,24. Nay, there is a ruining blow defigned againft t 
you, both fbul and body, aflbon as your cup is full ; and tn 
the axe is already laid to the root of the tree, Matth. iiL 1 
to. One blow of God’s axe will cut you off for ever. Remember this O {inner, though God’s hand be lifted1 In 
off you at prefent, and his meflenger death be for a little r 
ttcalled, yet he will quickly return, and knock fo-loud at % 
your door, as not to be refufed. And what will you.dd pi: 
in theday'of vifitation ? how ghaflly muft the pale horfe * 
be, when hell follows him at the heels? And how hot 
and fiery muft that hell be which is inflamed and blown ft 
Up by fo long impenitence, and ahufe of patience ? jt 

HATH a long-fuffenng God preferred the thread of 1 
’ your life, when it wasalmoft fnapt afunder by the • I 

violence of ficknefs ? hath he not freed you from racking ii 
pains,‘under "which you were groaning1? nay, faved you 
from the grave and hell into Which you were falling? and 1? 
have you not caufe of wondering ahd thanksgivingi To>jl 
mo^e youtoitj confider thefe few things. 

1/?, How miferable had you been through all eternity,,, 
if you; fickrtefs brad carrieti you off to another world in 
your firis ? You had been howling with damned fpirits,. 
under endiefs and eafelefs, torments, abd for ever cut off 
from thefe hopes you irow have. Then the maftferof the 
houfe would have the door fo barred bgairift you, as it 
could riever have been opened again to you, knock as you : 
•would, Luke xiii. 25- 

2f//yj' Coiifider how heavily you hid burdened his pa- 
tience with your heinous fins, and fjbdutnr fdHpfpfe there- •• 
into :'arid that after convitftions, calls arid; various 4o^ i fent to reclaim you : fo that he; Was bit tb’Tay, as 
Amos it. 53. “ Rehold, I am pre’ffed umleV-ybu as a caff 
is preifetiftat is'fdl of fheaves.” He vvris overburdened . 
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| with your fins, fo that the axle-tree of patience was ready 

:o break, and let you fall into hell; and yet, behold he 
Jbears with you dill. ; 3<//y, Confider how foon he could have eafed himfelf 

of the load, and lhaken you off iAto the pit of deftrudion. 
[n a moment could he have done it, and yet he bears 
many years with your fins that are fo grievous to him. 
Yea, it is with a fort of reludancy that he eafes himfelf 
of finners, after he gets the utmoft provocation, Ifa. i. 2 }. Ah ! I will eafe me of mine adverfaries.” 

Atthly, How ready is he to turn awry his anger, and re- 
i prieve finners from defi:rudion, when in their diftrefs 

diey make but a {hew of repentance, and turning unto ■God ! as we fee in Pfal. Ixxviii. 36, 38. He, like a ten- 
J der-hearted prince, calls back the warrant for their execu- 
ii tion, ; fter it was gone forth. 

( 5^/y, Confider how much many Chriffclefs finners are 
beholden to Jefus Chrift for fparing mercy. He is repre- 
fented by the dreflcr, Luke xiii. interceeding that the 
fruitlefs fig-tree might be fpared ^nd tried fome time long- 
ier, after orders to cut it down. Were it not for Jefus 
"thrill, O finner, however much you forget and flight him, 
iyou had furely been in hell long ere now. How oft doth 
he obtain another year, and after that another, for the 
unfruitful finner, and unthankful abufers of divine pa- 
tience !' 

j 6ihlyt Confider how fparing mercy hath diftinguilhed 
you from many others, who lived not fo lon.g, nor finned 
fo much as you have done. God hath wounded the 
hairy fcalp of many, and taken them away in their youth ; 
when he hath continued you to manhood •, and perhaps 
to old age; though your fins and ill-defervings be greater 
than thefe of many, on whom he hath long fiqce taken 

i vengeance. 
God hath left many alfo tolling- and groaning, on beds 

of pain when he hath eafed and raifed you up. O then, 
.return like the thankful leper, and magnify the God of 

‘ your health. Hath God diftinguilbed you from others, 
by his goodnefs ? It becomes you to diftinguilh yourfelvcs 
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from othersj by your thankfulnefs. O that men woul l 
praife the .Lord for his goodnefs ! undeferved and diftin* i 
guifhing goodnefs ! 

To move you to this, let me fet the example of Heze- > 
kiah before you, Ifa. xxxviii. and there fee how thankfully 
and affectionately he remembered the Lord’s mercies in 
recovering and delivering him from bitter afflidlion he ' 
had been under. “ I faid, I am deprived of the refidue 
.of my years, I fliall behold man no more with the inha* f 
bitahts of the world. Like a crane or fwailow fo did I “ 
chatter ; I did mourn as a dove. Behold, for peace I 
had .great bitternefs ; but thou haft in love to my foul de- 1 

livered it from the pit of corruption. The living fhalli 
-praife thee, as I do this day.” Yea he was fo overcome 
with a fenfe of the Lord’s patience and mercy towards , 
him; that he is at a lofs howto exprefs it, verfe 15.' ^ 4‘ What fliall I fay ? He hath both fpoken unto me, and ‘ 
-himfelf hath done it.” 

Let all who are recovered from ficknefs, ftudy to imi- 
tate that good king in holy admiration and thankfulnefs 
to the God of their life. 
Direct. IV. Study to improve the [faring mercy and good- 

•nefi of God to you in a right and fuitable manner. 
O Sinner, hath God brought you back from the gates 

of death, and brink of hell, feftored you to health, 
and given you a new offer of mercy and falvation through 
Chrift in a preached gofpel, which you fomderly defpifed ? 
Strive now to improve the Lord’s patience aftd kind deal- 
ings towards you with the utmoft cafe, and abufe his pa- 
tience no longer. And in order thereto, take the follow- 
ing cottnfels. 

I. Be deeply humbled for your former obftinapy and 
impenitency, notwithftanding of God’s gracious and p^i- 
dent dealing O let the fparing mercy and goodnefs of' 
God towards thee lead thee to repentance, which is the 
native deflgn of it according to Romv ii. 4. “ Defpifeft 
thou the riches of his goodnefs, forbearance, and long- 
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, Offering* not knowing that the goodnefs of God leadeth. 
aee to repentance ?” As if'he had laid, “ Doft thou not 

:je, O man, the kind providence of God in fparing and 
: ecovering thee from ficknefs taking thee by the hand, 
nd pointing out to thee to go to thy clofet to mourn and 

! zeep for all thy bypaft fins, and particularly for thy mif- :i ending the time of health, and abufing of the Lord’s pa- ■iencef” The confideration of David’s goodnefs and 
prbearance towards Saul, melted Saul’s heart, for as 

"iard and rugged as it was, and made him lift up his 
roice and weep, and fay to David, 1. Sam. xxiv. 17. 
? Thou art more righteous chan I; for thou haft rewar- 

ded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. And 
hou haft (hewed this day, how that thou haft dealt well 

'with me; for as much as wdien the Lord delivered me 1 nto thine hand, thou killedft me not. For (fays he) if a 
; nan find his enemy, will he let him go well away ?” Oh 
ar more reafon haft thou, O man, to weep and cry, “ God 
rath found me his enemy, yea, in my enmity and fins, 
aghting againft himfelf; he had me on a fick-bed, and 

' an the very brink of hell, and the leaft touch of his hand 
i^oulJ havethruft me in : but yet he hath fpared his ene- ■jny, and let me'go well away. Oh, will not thefe cords 
jf love draw me, and this matchlefs goodnefs invite and 
lire me to repent ? Can any confideration in the world 
3e more powerful than this to melt my hard heart into 

’ Sjears of holy fhame and forrow for my ftiff-neckednefs 
1 and rebellion againft a gracious and long-fuffering God ? 
• Away with thefe curfed God-provoking fins of mine ! 
down with thefe weapons of rebellion ! 'let me never lift 

•them more againft fuch a merciful Sovereign! 
' II. Zealoufly improve the time which God in his long- 
’ iTufFering hath lengthened out to you, in working out the 
iaivation of thy foul. Have you fo long been loading the 1 patience of God with your fins.'1 have you many a day ■ been grieving his holy Spirit, by trifling away your time, 1 flighting his motions, and venturing on fins againft light ? 
V then, beware of burdening his patience any more ; but 
diligently hearken to every motion of God’s Spirit, and 
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of your own confciencc, for the time to come. You have 
much work to do, and but little time to do it in ; there- 
fore lay hold on every opportunity for carrying it on. ' 
The confideration of the much time you have already loft ?' 
and mifpent, fhould make you tKe more diligent in what 
remaineth. How much of it have you loft in youth? 
how much in ignorance ? how much in negligence ? how 
much in worldlinefs ? how much in paftimes ? howmuch ■. 
in idle words ? how much in aftual fins and provocations 
againft God? and now it may be near the evening of ; your day. And will you not fpend the evening (which * 
God is mercifully lengthening out) with extraordinary ‘ 
care and diligence ? If a traveller Jofe the beginning of i 
the day, he muft travel the fafter in the evening, other* i: wife he may fall fhort of his journey, and have his lodging j. 
to feek when night comes. Paul had mifpent much off 
the beginning of his life; and this confideration (when j. 
has eyes were opened) did ftir him up to be the more . 
diligent in the fervice of God, fo that he was more zeal- j 
ous than any of the apoftles. O man follow his exam- „ 
pie, and trifle no longer in the work of God. Art thou ; 
not convinced thou haft fquandered away enough of this 
precious treafure of time already ? And wilt thou alfo ji 
mifpend and throw away the little that remains ? Oh ! be ; 
not fo foolilh. 

III. Be careful to raze all falfe foundations, and build . 
your hopes of falvation, upon the only fure rock, Jefus « 
Chrift. Let it not difcourage thee to dig to the founda- 
tion, that fo much of thy day is loft; for is is better to do . 
it late than never. Remember how miferable is the con- ; 
dition of that houfe which is built upon the fand, Matth. . 
vii. 7. “ For when the flood comes, and the ftcrm . 
arifeth, and beats upon it great and difmal will the fall | 
of that hnufe be.” Dd not build your hopes of heaven 1 
upon God’s abfolute mercy, upon your convi£Iions, upon , 
your freedom from grofs fins, upon your prayers or tears, ,, 
upon your morality and juft dealings with men : though ; 
tliefe be necefl'ary and excellent in themfelves, yet they 
arc falfe foundations for to build the hopes of your jufti- 
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jcation and falvation upon, feeing they are wholly infuf- 

' icient to bear fuch a weight. However much thefe things 
lave been efteemed and valued by you formerly, in the 

. natter of junification; yet if you refolve to be a wife 
ituilder, you will let them all now go, yea, count them all 
»ut lofs and dung, that you may win Chrift, (our only 

1 lope) build on him alone, and be found in him, not having 
tn your own righteoufnefs, which is but filthy rags. 

Well then, raze and tear up every falfe foundation, dig 
. leep, till you win to the rock Chrill. Dig deep, into 
he holy law and nature of God ; dig till you fee the 5 nfinite ftri&nefs of divine juftice, the unfpeakable evil 
hat is in fin, the hidden vilenefs and abominations of 
he heart, your own inability to do any thing for your 
telp and relief. Dig yet farther, till you fee the infinite : 'ulnefs and Freenefs of God’s grace in Jefus Chrift, that 

* 'uitable remedy that anfwers all a poor finner needs. Dig 
leep and dig on, till you you win to this rock; let your ; :ry be ftill to God, Lord lead me to the rock Chrift, and 
ris all-fuflicient righteoufnefs only. Aft faith upon this 

* ‘ock, rely on it, build all your hopes on it, and fay, This 
is my reft for ever, here will I dwell, for I have defired 
it. Lord, the defire of my foul is only to Chrift, and to 

' she remembrance of his name. His name is as ointment ; poured forth 5 therefore do the virgins love hint.” 
IV. If you would rightly improve the fparing mercy J and goodnefs of God, let it lead you to repentance and 

* Reformation of life. Turn from all thefe fins, whether ■ of omiflion or commiffion, now in the day of health, 1 which cbnfcience challenged you for in the time of fick- ■ nefs. Mind Chrift’s caution and warning to healed fin- 
Bers, John v. 14. “ Behold thou art made whole ; fin no ■ more left a worfe thing hefal thee. O let fin die with thy 
ficknefs; and do not relapfe into thy former fecurity and 
finful ways. Beware of returning with the dog to thy 

t vomit, and like the fow that is wafhed, to the wallowing 
, jagain in the mire of thy former fins and uncleannefles ; 
left being entangled and overcome again with the filthi- M 
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thine'fs which thou now haft efcaped, thy latter end provi 

'worfe than the beginning. 
Lajfly, And to fum up all I (hall fay in this chapter 

be careful to redeem time, and attive in providing for ai; 
. eternal ftate. O prize and value the mercy of health anc 
ftrength more than ever. .Sympathize with thefe who ar« 
ftill lying on fick-beds, and under languifhingdiftempers 
negletft not to pity and pray for them. Remember th< 
diftrefled cafe you were in yourfelves, when you had nc 
reft in your bones, when wearifome nights were appointed 
to you, and you ,were full of toffings to the dawning oj the day. Confider how flippery is your itanding. Thoug! 
the' late ftorm of trouble be over, yet the clouds will re- 
turn after rain. 

CHAP. VII. 
Containing, directions to thofeftck perfons, •who are apparently 

in a dying condition, and drawing near to another world. 
I HAVE already, in the firft, third, and fourth chapters} j given feveral directions concerning our fubmiilion tc i 
the will of God, making preparation for death, callings 
for minifters, edifying others'by our difcpurfe, fettling outi 
worldly affairs, CsV. which are very proper for dying per-[ 
fons ; and therefore I fnall not repeat them, but proceed 
to fpeak of other things. Only let me add this word, il 
you have hitherto neglefted to make your wills, fettle 
your worldly affairs, fend for minifters to difcourfe with,', 
and pray over you ; delay it no longer, but do it fpeedily,; 
while you have the ufe of your reafon and underftanding. j. 
And what I have more to fay, take it in the following, 
directions. 
J3ikect. I. Consider when death Jlares you in the face%! that .now is the time if ever, to exert the utmost activity in,: 

preparing to meet with it. 
ALAS, it is to be regretted that the moft part of men S’ 

neglect their fouls, mifpend their life, mifimprovC i 
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rr health, and leave undone the work for which they 

ere created, prefi rved, and enjoyed the golpeh Surely 
•1 near profpeO: of death and judgment cannot but be 
“peafyto fuch pertons. What a melancholy thought rhuft i5 bft for a dying man, “ Oh ! I had all my time given :iie to make preparation for endlefs eternity: and alas, I j ever minded it till now, that I mull If-ave the ftage of 

^ 5us world. Is there any hope for fuch a carelefs and- 
* liferable (inner ?” I acknowledge the cafe is fad, but yet 

-I f is iibt remeclilefs nOr defperate; feeing there is a facri- 
^,ce provided for your fins, and there is an all-fufficient 
•• utviour in your offer, who never did caft out any hum- 
ified foul, that came to him for energy. You have great 

j ;afon indeed to abhor and condemn yourfelf before God*' 
ibr your fin and folly ; yet defpair not, but believe, what- 
ever be your fins, your dangers, your fears and tempta- 

r ions, that Jefus Chriil is both able and willing to fave to 
•'[he uttermoft all that come to God by him; and that 
his grace aboundeth more than your fin abouxideth. Q 
iow glad would devils and damned fouls in hell be, if 
:hey were but in your cafe, and had your offers and; 
“lopes ! how diligently would they improve the time of 
aercy ! O be perfuaded then to fpend the little time 
hat now/remains with the utmcfl care, in making pe- 

'nitent confeflion of fin to God, and applying the blood 
i“5>f Chrift for pardon- Nay, even the beft of God’s peop’e 
‘ have need to be diligent at this time, to making acftuai pre- 
paration for dying. God is now.faying to you, as Jofhuah 
’did to the Ifraelites, Jofh. i. 11. <* Prepare you victuals,. 
‘for within three days ye fhall pafs over this Jordan, to go 
'in to poffefs the land which the Lord your God giveth 
iyou.” Lay in provifion for your paffing over this Jor^ 
dan of death : you know not how rough the pall'age 
piay be. ■ I (hall give fome motives to prefs this diligent and 
ifa&ive preparation; and therefore confider, 

!/?> The fhort time of your life that remains is all the Jtime .you have for working opt your falvation. What 
you do for attaining heaven, and avoiding hell, muft be 
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done now or never; for there is no work nor device i !?. 
the grave whether thou goeft, nor is there any comin i 
back to this world to amend what hath been done amifj f 
Dying is a thing you cannot get a trial of, it is what yo'i 
can only do once, and no more, Heb. ix. 27. 
. idly, Be diligent now ; for as foon as death gets comb; 
tfniffion to cut you off, it will execute it: it will not fpar t 
you, nor aBo\V you one minute more time to prepare fob 
eternity. 1 he snort mercilefs enemies have fometimes beet |t 
overcome by the prayers and tears of fuch as on their 
knees do beg a little more time to prepare for anotheb. 
world; and do hearken to their requefts : but this enemy t 
death, will not grant one moment's refpite. 

3<//y, Confider that your eternal ftateand condition wilj t: 
be according to the ftate in which you die. Death wil " 
open the doors either of heaven or hell to you, in one o. 
which you fhall take up your eternal abode. As the tret 
falls at death fo will it ly through eternity. 

qtbly, Confider what a ferious and awful matter it is tc 
die, and go into another world, for then you will have inw 
mediately to do with God your judge; there will be nc ' 
vail then betwixt him and your foul. You will then1; 
enter into a world of fpirits, wherewith you are fo little 
acquainted; you are frightened now to go into a roorm 
alone, that is faid to be haunted by a fpirit ; how frightful 1 
then muft the cafe of thofe be, who are hurried into a 
world of fpirits, not knowing but devils muft be their > 
companions for ever ? Surely then it is your intereft to 1 
give all diligence now, to make your acquaintance with 1 
the Lord of that world, before you enter into it. 

5tb/y, Put forth thy utmoft activity for thy foul now* 
for,.to be fure, Satan will put forth his utmoft againft it. 
If thou be in a Chriftlefs ftate at this time, he will ufe all 
his efforts and ftratagems to keep thee from Chrift ; ei- 
ther by flattering thee that thy ftate is good, thereby to 
lull the afleep in fin and fecurity , or by telling thee, it is 
out of time to help matters with thee, thereby to drive 
you into defpair. The devil will leave no method un- 
attempted to ruin thy foul, when death is near : for he' 
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(nows his time is (hort; and if he catch not the foul 

ij hen, he will never get it: and neither can he hurt it 
Thereafter; for if once it enter heaven, he can trouble 
>ci t no more. 

I If thou art a believer in Chrift, Satan thy malicious 
. ifnemy will not fail to attack thee, at this time, with all 

• ais might; for though he may know he cannot keep thee 
- oput of heaven, yet he will labour to render thy p flage 
ya owards it, as dark and tempelluous, and uncomfortable- 

:i is poflibly he can. But it is the believer’s happinefs, this 
gj ;ruel enemy is tjnder a ftrpng chain, and cannot do all he 

[would ; for Jefus Chrift is the good ihepherd that hath 
[undertaken for all his fheep. Nevertheicfs, by his wife 

| permiflion, this adverfary may fometimes give great dif- 
| turbance to a dying faint: which calls thee to the great-* 

.(j eft diligence and watchfulnefs at this time. It is the ob-- 
jijfervation of one, that as the-devil is moft bufy at the con- 

’ufion of a duty, as of prayer that the Chriftian nuiy be 
£oft difturbed and diftracted, when he is to clofe up all 

the name of Chrift, and fo all his defires be fruftrated t 
fo he is moft bufy in the conclufion of our days, and when 

2.Meath is at bandj.feeking by temptation*, diftradfions, and 
.|t|faife imaginations, to do us all the mifehief he can, and 
flpall beeaufe he knoweth his time is fhoft; according to 
jj 'that word. Rev. xii. 12. “ The devil is come down",, j ^having gre^t wrath, becaufeTte knoweth that he hath but 
J U" fhort time,” He may fitly be called,/^ wolf of the evening, mentioned in Jer. v. 6. in regard he comes lortlz 
'moft fiercely in the evening of mens lives, to fet upon 
: their precious fouls. Yea, fo bufy is he fometimes with 
believers under dangerous fickriefs, feeking to overthrow 
their faith and aflurance, that it is*the obfervatiomof a 

< good man, that he feldom feeth a fick faint, followed 
clofe with temptations, recover of that ficknefs ; for Sa- 
tan, knowing he hath but little time, proves as uneafy to 
him as he can. Hence that great man of God, Mr Knox 
faid, vyhen he came to die ; “ In my lifetime, the devil 
tempted me to drfpair, calling my fins in my teeth ; but 
cow, in my fickaels he tells me, I have been faithful in 
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the miniftry, and fo have merited heaven ; but bleffed b«i 
God, who brought thefe texts into my mind, Not I, bufl j 
the grace of God in me : What haft thou that thou haft j 
not received ?” The children of Ifrael had never fuch hoti: 
work from their enemies, as when they juft came to enter j 
into the promifed land. 

What need then haft thou, O believer, to be diligent ijt 
in thy preparations on a dying bed, to quicken grace, put : 
forth thy utmoft ftrength, bring all the affiftance thou ? 
canft from the Captain of thy falvation, when thou haft ; 
fuch a cruel enemy to encounter with ! Now is the time i 
for adtion, though yet it will be your wifdom to leave as. t 
little to be done at this time as poffible. 
Direct. II. Continue to the loft in the exercise of true re~ v 

pentance and humiliation for sin. 
POflidonins, who wrote the life of Auguftine, faith-, 

that he heard him often fay in his health that repen- 
tance was the fitteft difpofition both lor dying Chriftians 
and minifters ; and for hinsklf, that he died with tears in i 
his eyes, weeping for fin. When death approacheth near- i 
eft, we fliould thus ftir up ourfelves to give fin the moft 
deadly blow of any we have given it all our life. As it is . 
molt laudable to die forgiving finners that have wronged 
us, fo alfo taking revenge upon fin that hath injured a gra- 
cious God. The apoftle tells us, 2 Cor. vii. n. that in- 
dignation and revenge attend true repentance. Where- 
fore, as Samuel took vengeance on Agag a little before his 
death, and Mofes (at God’s command) avenged the chil- 
dren of Ifrael of the Midianites juft before he was gather- i 
ed unto his people, Num. xxxi. 2. and dying Samfon gave 
the moft fatal blow to the Philiftines of any he had given tj 
them before ; fo a dying Chriftian ftiould take the fever- 1 
eft revenge on fin at laft, which hath fo oft through his - 
life difhonoured God, pierced Chrift, and grieved his holy 
Spirit. It is the laft opportunity you will have to fhew 
your indignation at it, and therefore doit effeftually. 

Again, cottfidcr it is old fins unmourned for, that many 
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i limes keep believers fo much in the dark, when they come 
ijito die. Thefe doraife many thick clouds about their even- 
»ing-fun, and hinder thenP from going off the ftage with 
x fuch comfortable affurahce of God’s love as otherwife they 
' might attain to. Thefe did very much hinder Job’s peace 

and fettlement, in the day of affliction, as he complains, 
i: Job xiii. 26. “ He makes me to pofiefs the iniquities of 
it my youth.” It is a fad thing when young fins and old 
1 bones meet together. O that young people would mind 
i this in time 1 you are doing that now which will abide 
i with you to age, if not to eternity. Sin muft be bitter 

4 fome time or other, for God calls it a root that bears gall 
Hand wormwmod, Deut. xxix. 18. Ifrael could not have 
‘peace nor fuccefs while there was an Achan in the camp j 

.. fo neither can you have confolation or afiurance while a- 
ny fin lies unreckoned for in the confcience. Make a tho- 
rough fearch then into old fins, and mourn over them, 

i, We find Paul frequently calling over the fins of his fife, 
i. and even thefe he was guilty of before converfion ; “ I 

> w'as injurious, a blafphemer,” $3V. whereby he maintain- 
i ed much peace and confolation. Be oft looking back to 
•H old fins, with inward forrow and faith in Chrill’s blood, 

‘.if you would have a death-bed eafy and foft to you. 
I Direct. IIJ. Be mindful of all aEls of jufice and charity^ 

j ’which may be incumbent upon you at this time. 
IT is great wifdom in men to fettle their worldly affairs 

in the time of health, that fo their minds may be free : for fpiritual exercifes, and not difturbed with earthly cares 
and bufinefs when they come to a dying-bed, but ?f this 
hath been negle&ed hitherto, it mull not be omitted now. 

. I have given directions about it, chap. I. direCl- 6. fo 
( that I fhall fay little here ; only be careful to do juftice to 
; every man, as much as in you lieth ; and particularly, 1. 
ji By making a juft and rational provifion for your wife and 

children. 2. By ordering a payment of all your juft debts 
without defrauding any of your lawful creditors. 3. By 
*naking reftitution, in cafe you have wronged any man. 
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If juftice be not done in thefe matters, how can your foul 1S 
be (ijtburdenetl of guilt ? | n 

In rheirext place, forget not <he a£ls of charity, which I; 
God requires of all the profefl'ors of the gofpel. 

• iJt, Seek reconciliation with your neighbours, where i! 
any ditference or miftakes have fallen in •, that fo you may t 
die in peace and charity with all about you. 

2cUy, Be ready from the heart to forgive thefe that have f 
done you any wrong, if the natural fun (hould not go i 
down upon our wrath, much lefs fhould the fun of our ts 
lives. If you carry an unforgiving fpirit with you, into » 
another wor'd, how can you expect to meet with a forgi- k 
ving God there ; when he hath exprelly declared, Matth, p 
vl 15. “ If we forgive not men their trefpaffes, neither jt 
will your Father forgive your trefpafies ?” O then, imi- (i 
tate your glorious Saviour, and his martyr Stephen, whol id 
at their death begged mercy from God, for thofe that mor- J 
tally hated them, Luke xxiii. 34. Afts vii. do. 

3<//y, If the Lord hath given you fubftance, honour the - K 
Lord with it, by leaving fome part of it to the poor, and t 
to pious ufes I have prefled th^s once and again before; 
bull mention it frequently, becaufe it is much forgotten 
by-dying perfons in our age. Remember, it is not left ar- 
bitrary to give or not, as you pleafe,: no, for God doth ^ 
charge it upon you as a duty, yea, a debt that you owe him, , 1 
1 d im. xi. 17, 18. “ Charge them that are rich in this!ii 
world, CsV. that they do good, be rich id good works, rea- > 
dy to diftributc.” And he pronounceth them bleffed who 1 s 
conGder the poor, Pfal. xli. t. I grant that people are not { 
to leave all their works of charity to a death-bed ; thefe | 
fhould alfo be minded in our lifetime, fo as to make our * 
own hands our executors, and our own eyes our oVerfeers V 
of our charitable projefi:s,;'but furely it is a proper feafon f 
for {bowing charity to God’s poor, when we are leaving .1 [: 
them, and cannot have occafion for (hewing it more. Re- > 
member what is recorded of Dorcas after her death, A&s jl 
ix. 36. that fhe was a u oman full of good works and alms- ! 

deeds. And her friends, verfe 39. fhewed the effefts of 
her charity to Peter after her death, All which js writ- 
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ten for our example ami admonition, that we maybe rich 
n fuch good works, that our friends may have them to 

a how after our death. Surely it is a fign of the degenera- 
;y of this age, and that religion is on the declining hand, 

1 when people generally fall fo fhort of the zeal and piety 
r Of their fathers in this matter. 

; 4^/y, It would be a commendable work of charity in 
dying perfons, to be giving many good counfels to their re- 

) lations and children, and to be putting many fervent pray- 
• ers to God for them. So Chrift, when near to death, com- 
mitted his fpiritual children to his Father, and earneftly ■ begged his proteftion and care of them, John xvii. n. 

, b lam no more in the world, but thefe are in the world; 
r keep them through thy name, keep them from the evil,’* 
• tsfe. In like manner, cry to God for your children : “ Lord, 
> thou haft gracioufly given them to me, I now reftore them 
• back to thee. They are born to me once, O that they 
tnay be born to thee a fecond time 1 1 am kaving them in 

; ithe midft of fnares and temptations, O that it may be their 
i Shappinefs to be the preferred inChrift Jefus ! Keep them 
1 by thy power through faith unto falvation. O take them 

within the bond of thy covenant, and be thou their Fa- 
ther, to protect, dire£t, and provide for them. Give them 
a name in thy houfe better than of fons and daughters,that 
I may meet with them at thy right hand with everlafting 
joy.” 
' LaJUy, Be fuitably concerned alfo for the whole church of Chrift and efpecially for thefe that are in affliftion, that 
JGod may loofe their bonds, fend them liberty and prof- 
ferity in his due time, “ Do good in thy good pleafure un- 
to Zion, build up the walls of thy Jerufalem. Peace bs 
iwithin her walls, and profperity within her palaces.” 
^Direct. IV. Labour what you tan to overcome the love of 
; life) and fears of death : that you may attain to willingness 
? to diey and leave the world when God calleth you to it. 
IT is no wonder that a wicked man, or one that hath 

no intereft in Chrift, be unwilling to die : why; he is 
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affrighted with the guilt of paft fins, and the fears of fu- 
ture torments ; and it is impoffible to be rid of thefe till * 
he become a true believer in Chrift. No man hath ground J 

to welcome death but the believer ; yet it is to be regret- 
ted, that fo many of themfhould appear unwilling to leave 
this world, which is nothing to them .but awildernefs and; 
weary land. Lot’s foal was vexed and troubled in So- 
dom, and yet he was loth to leave it ; to fome believers, 
when called to leave a vexing world, do flrew much han- 
kering towards it, and linger behind. This proceeds) 
partly from nature, which dreads a dissolution, and part- 
ly from the weaknefs of grace. But O let all God’s chil- 
dren labourto overcome this averfion, and go forth to meet 
death half-way, and bid it welcome. And for their help 
in this matter, I ftialll y before them the following argu- 
ments. 

i/l, Confider how little.reafon a believer hath to bel 
much in love with this prefent life. i. It is a finful life ; 
fin dwells in your nature, breaks out in your life, and pol- 
lutes all your duties. How oft have you roaned un- 
der this burden ? and fhould you not be glad to be eternal- 
ly delivered from it ? 2. It is a life of difeafes and in- 
firmities ; and fhould you not be willing to be cured of! 
them all it once ? 3. It is a life of temptation, Satan is 
ftiirharafiing thee ; and fliould you not be defirous to be 

'out of his reach? 4. It is a life of perfecutions from the 
wicked ; they hate, reproach, and injure you many way : 
and is it not defirable to be, “ where the wicked ceafe 
from troubling, and the weary be at reft ?” 5. It is a life 
of clouds and darknefs ; your fun is often vailed, and your 
evidences obicured, which occafions many bitter com- 
plaints } and fhoold you not defire that time, when the 
day fhall break, and all fhadows fly away ? 6. It is a life 
of calamities and fears : it is like a ftormy fea, where one 
wave rolls.upon the back of another ; and when one ca- 
lamity is part, we many times fear a greater is coming ; 
and fometimes the heavens turn fo black and gloomy, that 
we fear a hurricane of judgments is ready to blow ; and 
Ihould you not blefs God, when he comes by death to 
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oufe your fouls, and fet you out of harms way ? It is in 

1 hercy that God takes away the righteous from the evil 
. o come, Ifa. Ivii. i. So dealt he with Jofiah 2 Kings xxii. 

, jo. “ I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou lhalt be 
. iut into thy grave in peace, and thine eyes (hall not fee 
he evil which I {hall bring upon this place,” So it is ob- 

servable, that Methufelah died the very year before the 
lood ; Auguftine a liule ^before the lacking of Hippo.; 
Pareus juft before the taking of Heipelberg. Luther ob- 

. Serves, that all the ^poftles died before the deftruftion of 
[erufalem. And Luther himfelf died before the bloody 
>var broke out in Germany Thus God frequently hides 
lis people from the temptations and troubles that are co- 
ming on the earth. Why ; he fees many of them not in 
Cafe to endure them ; and therefore, he in mercy takes 
them away from a tempting and finning world, to a land 
Of holineis and reft. While we are here, we live in a world that lies in wickednefs ; every fenfe of the body betrays 
the foul into fin ; the poor foul can fcarce Ibok out at the 
eye, and not be iftfeaed ; nor hear by the ear, and hot 
be diftradted ; nor fmell at the noftrils, and not be tain- ted , nor tafte by the tongue, and npt be allured, nor touch 
by the hand, and not be defiled. 
\ O believer, what is this life that thou art fo fond of ; it 
is but a living death, or a dying life. It is full of grief for 
things part, full of labour for things prcfent, and full of 
fears for things future. The fir ft part of our life is fpent 
in folly ; the middle part is overwhelmed with cares : and 
ihe latter part of it is burde »d with infirmities and age. 
And what gain we by the prolonging of this life ? nothing 
but to do more evil, fee mote e\ il, and fuffer more evil. 
And fhould a Chriftian be unwilling to be rid of thofe grie- 
vances ? 
r 2d/y, Confider that dying is appointed as the way, and 
(the only way, to glory : there is no way to enter the pro- 
|nifed land, but by crpfling the Jordan of death. And 
fhould not a ftranger, defire to be at home with his friends, 

I though he hath a rough way and ftormy fea tc pafs ? Is 
' ihe re any home like heaven, where your incomparable 
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friejid Chrift is ? O what a happinefs is it to be with Chrift • 
and to fee him as he is ? how happy do you think Peter^ 
James and John were, in being taken up to mount Tabor, 
to be eye-witnefies of their Saviours transfiguration ? but, 
O believer, death procures a greater happinefs to you ; it 
ufhers you to mount Zion, where you fhall not only fee 
your Saviour whiter than the fhow, and brighter than the 
fun, but yourfelf transfigured with him, made like him,and 
eternally fecured of his prefence^ The the three apoftle* law but two prophets .; but you fhall fee all the prophets, 
all the apoftles, all the patriarchs, all the martyrs, and all !i 
the holy perfons you once converfed with on earth, and ini 
general all the faints in heaven, each of them fhining as 
tha fun; and how fweet will their company be ? O how, 
foon will the trifles of the world evanifh, and all its plea-tf 
ifures be forgot, when once the believer gets a view of that: 
captivating glory above ! When the fhepherds heard but r 
fome few notes of the angels fongs, who praifed God at. 
the nativity of our Saviour, they prefently left their flocks,; 
and ran to Bethlehem to behold the child Jefus lying in 
the manger : hut much more caufe hath a believer to leave 
all the pleafures of the world, and run to behold an ex-t alted Jefus fitting on the throne of his glory, with all his 
faints and angels finging praifes around him. 

If Cato and Cleombrotus, .wo Heathens, after reading j 
Plato’s book of the immortality of the foul, did voluntarily, 
the on^ fall on his fword, the other break his neck from a 
precipice,' that they might the fooner come (as theyfanci- , 
ed) to partake of thefe joys.; what a (hame is it for Chrif-, 
tians, who have a far furer and clearer difcovery of thefe 
things from God’s own book, to be found unwilling to 
enter into thefe heavenly joys, yvhen their bleflfed Redeem- er calls for them thither ? 

3<//y, Confider how willing Chrift was to come from ; 
heaven to earth for you ; and fhould you be unwilling to 
remove from earth to heaven for him ? yea, for yourfelves, 
for the gain is yours ? O did Chrift aflume your nature, ; 
become obedient to death, and purchafe an inheritance for . 
you with his blood ; and will you be backward to go and 
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fike pofleflion of it ? O for a Chrift-like obedience at 

eath ! 
Lastly^ Confider what a reproach is caft on Chriftianity, 

>y a believer’s unwillingncfs to die. For Chriftians to 
tray, and fpeak much of Chrift, of heaven and glory, and 
et be unwilling to enter into that glory ; what is it but 
[ mifbelieving of God, and a tempting of ftrangers to 

i hink there is no reality in religion ? 
Since death is not eafy to grapple with, how 

Si ball l attain to this bleffed difpofition, a v/illingnefs to I lie? 
i| Anfw. \Jl. Be frequently putting forth the ads of faith' 
11 ipon the righteoufnefs of Chrilt ; and believe that Chrift 
i iedto bring in a perfed righteoufnefs for believers, that 
* hey all might be complete in him. Now, why fliould a 
in >eliever be afVaid to appear before God in Chrift’s righte-^ 
it ufnefs, which is fo pleafing and acceptable to him ? Rev. 
itriv. 4, 5> they are faid to be “ without fault before the 4 hrone of God.” If a believer were to appear before God 
;i a his own righteoufnefs, clothed with his own duties and 
t performances, it would be dreadful to think of dying ; 
3i put to have the white garment of an elder brother to put iiljn, gives another view of death. Alas, it is our neglec- 

Jng the daily exercife of faith in the righteoufnefs of 
ifPhrill, that makes the thoughts of death fo unwelcome, 
•fi 5 \dlyt When you attain to peace and reconciliation with 
ipod, labour to preferve it. Be Hating and clearing counts 

:i with God every day, and watch againft thefe fins that 
•i'fvound confcience, wafte comfort, and grieve the Spirit of 
at Adoption. When we think God is difpleafed with us, 
s ve wifi be afraid of going to him. 
>! ^d/y, Study to be piore denied to the enjoyments of tl is 

fe, and to ufe them with a holy indifferency ; otherwife 
;J here will be an unwillingnefs to leave thefe things. 
* Ath.'y, Labour to be deeply fenfible of the burden of in- 

welling fin and corruption, and the workings thereof in 
(our hearts ; and this will make the thoughts of death v'd- 

fjsome, becaufe it eternally delivers you from it. 
I f 5/^/)/, Seek further difeoveries of the lovclinefs of'ChriH, 
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and the daily exercife and increafe of your foul’s lore for 
him ; for it is the nature of love to Jong after commu- 
.nion with the perfon that we love. 

8th/y, Make death familiar to you, by the frequent fore-, 
thoughts of it. Retire oft from the world to think of dy- 
ing, when you are in beft health. 

Be much taken up in the fvveet employment of 
praifing God, and exalting the worthy Lamb that was flain; 
and this will incline you to be there, where this is the 
continual work. 

Lajlly, Be oft thinking of thefe warnings and Jforerun-: 
nersof death, which God fends to wean your heart from 
the love of life, and difpofe you to a willingnefs to die. 
For this end, God fends manifold difeafes, pains, infirmi- 
ties, wants, ftraits, lofles, crofles, difappointments, JsV 
And in a fpecial manner, let old people view the forerun- < 
ners and harbisgers of death, which God fends to prepare . 
his way : fuch as the decays and infirmities of old age, \ 
which we have elegantly defcribed in figurative expref- r fions,Ecclef. xii. 2. “ Then the light of the fun, mooa^ 
and ftars ftiall be darkened i. e. in old perfons, the in- . 
telle&ual powers and faculties, which are as lights in the 
foul fhall be weakened. And then do “ the clouds , 
return after rain” ; i. e. their diflempers are frequent1 

like a continual dropping' in a very rainy day; and the , 
ending of one is but the beginning of another. Verfi 
3. “ Then the keepers of the houfe do tremble j” i. e , 
the head and hands, which were employed for the prefer ‘ 
ration of the body, do (hake. “ The ftrong men bovr. 
themfelVes he. the legs and thighs, which are the pili tl F.rs of the houfe, become weak and feeble.—u The grin. [ 
ders ceafe, becaufe they are few ,” i, e. the teeth, whicl ; 
like the upper and nether milftone, do griqd our meat, an* . 
prepare it for concoftion, then ceafe to do their part.'-. 
“ Thofe that look out of the windows are darkened ; /. , . 
the eyes wax dim, whereby God calls, us to turn them : 
way front beholding vanity, and to look after the though 
that are not feen—Verf. 4. “The daughters of mufic af , 
brought low z. e. they have neither voice nor ears j thel 
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t jean neither fing themfelves, nor take pleafurc in the voice ■ offingingmen or women. Then death pulls us, as it 

were by the ear, to think on the rnulic above.—<—Verf.5. 
• The almond tree flourilhoth j. e, the hair grows white 

:• like the almond-tree in the bloffhm. And as the outward 
parts of the body do weaken and decay, fo alfo do the in-' 

i ward parts thereof : therefore it is faid, Verfe 6. “ Thq 
iii' Tilver cord {hall be loofed, the golden bowl broken, tbd pit- 

cher broken at the fountain, and the wheel broken at the 
[citterni. e. the Giver cord of the finews is loofed, which 
carries the faculty of fenfe and motion from the head, 
through the body, The head, which like a golden bowl 

• [ or box, contains the brain, that is the fountain of fenfe and 
• motion, through ag^ is broken, and turns crazy. The ma- ■ ny pitchers of the veins, which carry the nourifhing blooch ■> from the well to the liver unto each part of the body, be- 

: come like broken veflels. And the wheel of th ; arteries, 
:-i | which convey the vhal fpirits from the heart to the feveral 
'■‘members, for quickening them, begins^to turn faint and- 

flS languid. All thefe things do warn old perfons to take their ■ am;£tions off time’s things, and fet them upon.things above,, 
- '‘that they may be helped to fay, we « defire to depart, and ■» [to be with Chrift.” 
•){ But after all, fome believers will have objedlions againft • willingnefs to die, fome whereof I (hall confider. 

ObjeSl. I. “ lam-threatened to be. cut off in the flower 
I of mine age.” !':i Anj'u). Initead of fretting on this account, you ought rather to adore and praife a gracious God, that is willing 

1; to beftow the reward of the whole day upon thee, who 
1,, haft only laboured fome hours of it. Praife him that is wil- 
j I ling to take you fo foon home ; whereby you will prevent 
3 much fin and forrow in the world. 
' ObjeEl. II. “ I have houfes and, lands, and a comfortable 

dwelling on the earth.” 
! ' Answ. Thefe ara only needful in your paffage through 
it; the world ; above there is no ufe for thefe comiorts. There 
«God provideth manfions for his people a thoufand times 
t more comfortable, John xiv. 2. 2 Gor. v. 1. Surely houfes 

N 2 
\ 
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of God’s building, and ofJChrift’s furniftiing, a preferer-)• 
able to the cottages built by mens hands. 

ObjeEl. III. “ But I am loth to leave God’s ordinances 
and the fweet communion I.have had with him therein.’’ 

Anfw. Above there will be no need of ordinances, fa-ei 
craments, Bibles, or minifters; for the Lamb will be thL 
jight of the heavenly temple, and all hid things in reli 
gion will be difcovered in Chrift’s face. There you wil; t 
celebrate an eternal Sabbath, drink the fruit of the vine neve 
wiih Chrift, be ever with the Lord, without any cloud q\i 
interruption of your communion with him. Is it any lofl f 
to be taken from the (hallow ftreams, and fet by the foun. 
tain that is ever full and running over ? 

ObjeEl. IV. “ lam loth to leave the company ofgod^t 
ly friends and relations.” 

Ansiv. Death will take you to your friend Chrili, tha i 
is far better than them all. And for one friend you loft 
upon earth, you fhall find an hundred in heaven ; and theft - 
godly relations you leave here, you fhall foon meet will > 
them again there ; where you will have far fweeter com- i 
jnunion than poffibly you can have upon earth with them f 
or the belt of men, who, while here, have feveral infirmi.i 
ties and paffions, that many times make -their converfeun.§i 
comfortable. 

ObjeEl. V. “ But I would fain fee the glory of Zion upor 
earth, when God’s promifes to her fhall be accomplifhed.’j n 

Answ. So Mofes would fain have feen Ifrael’s happinefi :j 
in the promifed land : but his dying in the firm belief o; i 
God’s fulfilling all his promifes to them there, was mom 
acceptable to God, than his beholding the performance lj 
And the glory of the church militant is'a fight nothing, 
comparable to that of the church triumphant above. n 
ObjeEl. VI. “ But I would incline to flay to do God mom 

fervice in his'church below, whofe neceffuiesare clamant.’jj 
Answ. i. You will not want opportunity for fervinjt 

and glorifying God above, and where you will be in fa;f 
better cafe for it. Here cur hearts are oft out of tune foi 
God’s work, and we are forced to hang our harps upon tbi L 
willows; but above there are no willows to hang then; 4i 



M AN’S COIMP AN! ON. * 2 5 
::;(i hi ; no faint there will ever complain of any indifpofition 

if heart or tongue. 
1:1 idly, God-knows the necedities of his church, and is 

more concerned for them than thou canft be ; and it is 
j tafy for him to raife up inthruments to cai'ry on his work 

it vhen thou art gone. 
J.S i ObjeSl. VII. “ I am afraid of the patn and pangs of 
5ii! leath. The thoughts of thefe make me fhrink back.” 

’ Ansiv. \Jl. Many die without much feeming fenfe. of 
:oij>ain, and it is probable have lefs pain at the hour of'death 
ifhan they have felt under feveral former difeafes. 

is* ^dly, If they be (harp, they are foon over ; and each 
I lang of death will fet fin a ftep nearer the door, and thy 

d oul a ftep nearer home: and therefore it becometh a 
I £hriftian to die cheerfully, and to be jjlad when he can 
rind the grave. 
f: [ Now, what I have faid in this chapter is to the believing 

fi bul : for it is no wonder though the fouls of the ungodly^ 
tdearh, {brink back into the body, and tremble to go forth, 
vhen they can have no profpeft of any better lodging than ■J itter darknefs. 

!■ Direct. V. Study to imitate,the ancient worthies, by dying 
f infaith. 

was the character and epitaph of the old Tefta- 
i JL naent faints, Heb. xi. 13. “ Thefe all died in faith.” eAs they had lived by faith, Co they died in faith. They 
trot only continued’true believers to the laft, dying in the 
:t,f ate of faith, but they died in the exercife of faith alfo. 
ifpow, thekexercife of faith in dying intludes feveral things, 
Worthy to be imitated by all dying believers. 

_ ist, An open and profefled adherance to the doftrine of iith, and truths of Chriftianity. This faith all Chriftians 
bould zealoully own in the view of death, and perfevere in 
J to the laft without wavering. This would be to die 

:?ke martyrs, though we die incur beds. How ftedfaft fold old Polycarp adhere to Chrift and his truths to the laft 
and fo died in faith I When he was urged by the proconful: 

Ns- 
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to deny Cbrffl:, he anfwered, “ Thefe fourfcore and fixt, 
years have l fervedhim, and he never once offended me ^ g 
and how fliall I now deny him ?” 

2dly, Dying in faith imports an inward, hearty, andfirra f 
belief of the fundamental articles of the Chrillian faith ; t 
and improving them fo, as to make them the foundation i 
of our comfort and hope at the hour of death. As for in-1 
fiance, we muft yield our departing fouls, in the firm be, i. 
lief of their living and exifiing in a feparate condition af. k 
ter this,life, and of that future Hate of bleffednefs and ref] k 
which God hath preparedfor all believers. Again, we muf c 
difmifsthe body to the grave, in a fi^m belief and hope of? i 
joyful refurre£Iion at the lafl day. Thus that holy manii Job botfi lived and died in faith, Job xix. 25, 26. “ j ; 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that hefballftandatthil; 
latterdayupontheearthAnd thoughaftermyfkin,worms de 
ftroy tliis body,yet in my flefh Ifhall fee God.” ACiiriftiai 
then dies in faith,when he believes thefe truths fo, as cheer ' 
fully to obey God’s call, anti venture into‘the invifiblui 
world, upon the teftimony which God hath given concern t 
inp h ; as Abraham did in going out to an unknown lam |i 
Heb. xi. 8. “ By faith Abraham, when he was called tj1 
go out into a place which he fhould after receive for ar; 
inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out, not knowing whe It 
ther he went.” 

The believer dies in faith, when he makes frefit 
application 'o Chrift as his only hope and Saviour, take;' 
hiirf in his arms of' faith as old Simeon did before hi! 
death, laying, “ In the Lord Chrifl I have rig.hteoufne'j r 
and ftrefigth though I have neither righteoufncfs net 
ftrength in myfelf, yet I have both in him my bleffej ti 
Surely and Redeemer. We have many ufes for faith i 
Ci rift rt the hour of death. By faith we muft depen - 
upon Chrift’s blood for making the atonement, and waftj 
ing away the guilt of all our bypaft fins. By faith w 
rruft put on the vrighteoufnefs of Chriit for covering 01 l 
naked fouls. wh«n they are to appearand Hand befof 
God. By faith we muft rely on Chrift XarHIrength J 
fufi'er pain, refill temptations and cor.qiarr wtauh and s 
our enemies. By faith we muft look to Chrift as our 
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il !r, and trull him for our fafe conduit through the dark 
•i ralley ofdeath, and for fafer landing on the (hore of glory. 

qtA/y, The believer dies in faith, when he trulls his 
t departing foul with confidence in his Redeemer’s hand, 
.faying with Paul, 2 Tim. i r2. “ I know whom I 
have believed, and I am perfuaded that he is able to keep 3. that which I have committed to him againft that day.” 

> This was the Pfalmiil’s practice, Pfal. xxxi 5. “ Into thy. 
• hand I commit my fpirit ; for thou haft redeemed me, 
i O Lord God of truth.” So the man that dies in faith, 

4 commits the jewel of his foul to his Redeemer’s keeping, 
j and confides in his care of it. Why, he made it, he hath 

!j redeemed it, he loves it, it his own, a member of his 
i|ibody, and he will not,hate his own flefh. He loves his 
3! dying faints much better than we love an eye, a hand, or 
; any other member of our body, which, to be fare we will 

til; not lofe if it be in our power to fave it. 
1, 5^/y; Lying in faith imports, that the dying faint con- ■If' fides in God’s faithfulnefs and truth for making good all 

4 ■ thefe promifes to his church and people after his death, 
1- which are not yet accomplilhed. We fhould go off the 
Si'ftage in the firm belief of God’s fulfilling all his promifes 
j: | concerning the profperity of his church, the calling of 
c the Jews, the dellru£lion of Antichrill, and the feconft 

j coming of our Lord ; and likewife concerning our fami- 
| i lies, that God will be as good as his word, and be a 

Father to the fatherlefs, and a Hufband to the widow. 
Would we then be fo happy as to die in faith, let us 

3 j take thefe advices. 
1 ! 1/?, Let us be carefuj to get faith beforehand ; for death 
i i* a time to ufe faith not to get it. They were foolilh 
i I virgins, who had their oil to buy when the Bridegroom 
a l was come. 
ji zd/y, Study to live every day in the exercife of faith, 3 j and be Hill improving and making ufe of Chrift, in all his 
nj| offices, and for all thefe ends aud ufes for which God. 
jij hath given him to believers. ^ 
1? 3d/y, Be Trequcntiy clearing up your evidences for 

heaven, •hdoeware of lettmg fin blot them to you. 
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4^/j, Record and lay up the experiences of God’s kind U 

dealings with you, and be often refiedling upon' themj n 
that you may have them ready at hand in the hour oil 
death. 

Lajlly, Meditate much on thefe promifes, which have r 
been fweet and comfortable to you in the time of {trait ^ 4 
and beg that the Lord may bring them to your remem- u 
brance when you come to die. 
Diect. VI. Set the example of other dying faints before youvt and fudy in like manner to Jhine in grace, heavenly dif t; 

courfe> and be exemplary in piety, and far the glory of Gody t 
and good of fouls, when your are going off the stage. * It 

THIS is the laft opportunity you have of doing fer- b 
vice to God, and the intereft of religion ; where- t 

fore ftrive. to improve it diligently for the honour of God, I 
and the edification of thofe that furvive you. How plea- 
fant is it to fee God’s people leaving the world, commend- 
ing Chrift and his fervice, and perfuming the place theyi' 
lie in with their lall breath ? I have Chap III. Direft. 5. 
and 6. adduced feveral motives to prefs this point, and: 
given dire&ions concerning the fpeech and behaviour of 
the children of God when on lickbeds, which I fhall not 
repeat. 1 

That which I defign here is, to fet before you the exam- 
ple of fome eminent faints, and their examplary pious and 
holy fpeeches when they were a-dying ; and that in or- |1 
der to confirm and eftablilh others in religion, and alfo 
to excite them to imitate thefe fhining worthies when !» 
they alfo come to die. Surely-it is for this very end, that t 
God hath ordered us to be compafled about with fo great fe 
a cloud of witnefies, Heb. xii. 1. Thus doth the apoftle 
improve their example, Heb. xi. And how earnelt is he 
in this matter? Heb. vi. 11, 12. “ And we defire, jl 
that every one of you do Ihew the fame diligence, to the 11 
full aflurance of hope u*hto the end ; that ye be not floth- t 
ful, but followers of them, who through faith and patience t 
inherit the promifes.’’ 
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.J Lj, fhall begin with fome examples from the facred hif- 

ory ; and, in the firft place, with the King of faints, our 
' Lord Jefus Chrift. O how fweetand comfortable were his 

fifcourfes uiitohis difciples, whehhis death drew nigh ! and 
ss'hat a heavenly prayer did he make for them, and all his 
; ‘left ones at that time ! Thefe we have recorded in the 
,14th, 16th, and 17th chapters of John : which are molt 
feafonable at all times for us to read and meditate upon, 
but efpeciaily when death is aproaching. And likewife 

, :et us read the hiftory of our Lord’s paflion, in which we ■ may obferve the wonderful expreffions of his faith in God, 
, lis patience under fufferings, his pity to his enemies, his 

1 ove to his mother and difciples, his concern for his Fa- 
her’s glory, his obedience in his death, and his willing- 

. hefs to be offered up* Thus the bleffed Sun of righte- 
•i oufnefs did fhine forth mod glorioufly at his fetting, with 

the radiant beams of his heavenly graces and virtues: 
. pnd herein he hath fet himfelf a pattern to all dying faints 
.to the end of the world. 

Jacob when he was on his death-bed, called his fons to- 
, gether, and gave them many fpecial charges and bleffings i 

J ‘we have his excellent words recorded in Gen. xlviii and ■f ?lix. chapters. And in particular, how fweetly doth he 
;j Ipeak of the coming of the Mefliah to them ? Gen. xlix. 

Jo. j8- and how atfeftionately doth he commend God’s 
yjgoodnefs and kind providence towards him through his 
1 life ? Gen. xlviii. 15, j6. “ The God which fed me 
all my life long unto this day,” is’e. 

) [ Jofeph, when he was a-dying, fpoke lovingly to his 
brethren, who had dealt cruelly with him ; and affured 
them of the Lord’s faithfulnefs in keeping his promifes to ■ their fathers, Gen. 1. 20. “ I die, and God’will furely 

i wifit you, and bring you out of this land.” 
I Mofes, when he was to go up to mount Nebo to die :(there, left many bleflihgs, and gave many weighty charges 

. ;to the'children of ifrael : we have his holy and ravilhing 
words recorded, Dtut. xxxii. and xxxiii. chapters. And 
particularly how pleafantly doth he commend God, and his 
ways-to the people ! Deut. xxxii. 4. “ He is the Rock, his 
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work is pcrfe£t: for all his ways are judgment: a G^i 
of truth, and without iniquity, juft and right is he.” '11 

Jofhua, when he was near his end, gave many folerB 
charges and exhortations to the people, which we haiiE' 
narrated, Jqfln xxiii. and xxiv. chapters. And there v: 

may fee the remarkable methods he takes to rivet imprq* 
fions and convictions upon them, now when he can ii 
Itruct them no longer. And, particularly, he appeals t5 

their confciences concerning the faithfulnefs of God j !■ 
keeping his word to them, that fo he might engage the. f1 

to fidelity to him, Jolh xxiii 15. “ And behold, this d?8; 
I am going the way of all the earth, and ye know in a > 
your hearts and in all your fouls, that not one thing hat f* 
failed of all the good things which the Lord your Gc 1 
fpake concerning you.” 

David, when his end was near, aflembled the people, ar 1- 
folemnly charged them, as in the audience of God to kee 
his commandments, 1 Chron.xxviii. 8, 9. And particular 
ly, he charged his fon and fuccefibr Solomon, to “ kno : 

the God of his father, arid to ferve him with a perfei 
heart, and with a willing mind.” 

The apoftle Paul when taking his laft farewell of th 
elders of Ephefus, he moft folemnly charges them, t 
“ take heed to themfelves, and the flocks over which th 
Holy Ghoft had made them overfeers,” Acts xx. 28. Ar 
how fweetly doth he fing, in the view of approachit) 
death ! 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. “ I am now ready to be oflerel 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a goc 
fight, I have finifhed my courfe, I have kept the fait 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteou 
nefs, which the Lord the righteous Judge {hall give me ; 
that day and not to me only, but unto all them alfo th 
love his appearing.” 

In imitation of thefe fcripture faints, the people of Gq 
in all ages have ftudied to glorify God and edify men j 
their death, by commendirig Gcd and godlinefs to the 
friends and families. Thefe we ought to teach by oi 
example, both how to live and how to die, as others hai 
done before us. Thus faid onqe a dying faint to his ft 
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\ ily, ft I have formerly taught you how to live, and now 

teach you how to die.” 
{ Now, becaufe in all ages the fpeeches of dying Chrif- 
j. ,ns have been much obferved, and God hath remarkably 

», sfled them to the eflablifliment and confirtaation, quick- 
; ling and exciting of others to imitate them ; I {ball bring 
; veral examples from human hiftories and writings, ana 
cftly from Clark’s Lives, offundry eminent faints, whofe 
aces have (hone brighteft, and their fpeeches were 

, heavenly, when the fu n of their life was at the fet- 
W 1. That old difciple, Polycarp, when he came to the 
.lake at which he was burnt, defired to Hand untied, fay- 
jig, “ Let me alone, for he that gave me ftrength to come ► the fire, will give me patience toendure the flamfe with- 
out your tying.” 
f 2. So holy Cyprian triumphed over death, faying, 
jj Let him only fear death, who muft pafs from this death 
, i> the fecond death.” When he heard the fentence of 
. bath pronounced againft him, he faid, “ I thank God 
or freeing me from the prifon of this body.” 

Bafil, when,the Emperor Valens fent his officers to 
,impt him with great preferments to turn from the faith, 
j h rejefted them with fcorn, faying, « You may qflfer 
r hefe things to children.” And when they threatened 

I,, im with fufferings, he Laid, “ Threaten your purple gal- 
. |nts with thefe things, that give themfelves to their plea- 
jj jrcs. 
ji When Modeftus the Prefect threatened Bafil, to oon- 
, (fcate his goods, to torment him, to banifli him, or kill 
,.jim, he anfwercd, “ He need not fear confifcatign, that 
j lad nothing to lofe ; nor banifhment, to whom heaven on- 

jr is a country ; nor torments, when his body would be 
afhed with one blow •, nor death, which is the only way 

b fet him at liberty.” The Prefect telling him he was 
, qad, Laid, Opto me in eternwnjic delirare, I wiflr I may be 
,,ibr ever thus mad. 
1(| 4. Ignatius being led from Syria to Rome to be torn in 
pieces of wild beaits, he exprefled his fear left it fhould 
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happen to him as to fome others, that the lions out of . 
kind of reverence would not dare to touch him. Ani ! 
therefore he oft wifhed, « That their appetites might h ; whetted to difpatch him. “ For (faid he) the lions teetl. 
are bur like a mill, which though it bruifeth, yet waftet): 
not the good wheat, only prepares and fits it to be madi L 
pure bread. Let me be broken by them, fo I may be madi !r pure manchet for heaven,” 

3. The great Mr. Knox, our reformer, when he lay a 
dying, was much in prayer, ever crying, “ Come, Lore ^ 
Jefus ; fweet Jefus, into thy hands I commend my fpirit.’ij 
Being alked by thofe that attended him, if his pain wa j. 
great? he anfwered, « That he did not efteem that j. 
pain, which would be to him the end of all trouble, an« 
the beginning of eternal joys.” Oft times, after fomj 
deep meditations, he faid, “ O ferve the Lord in fear t 
and death fhall not be terrible to you ; Blefled is the deatl f of thofe that have part in the death of Jefus.” 

After a fore temptation from Satan, (which I formerly j 
mentioned) over which he triumphed at length, he faid f, 
*f Now the enemy is gone away afhamed, and fhall ft< jj 
more return. I am furb now my battle is at an end, anc j, 
that without pain of body or trouble of fpirit, I fhall fhorfr j, 
ly change this .mortal and miferable life with that happj^ 
and immortal life which (hall never have an end.” Aftei j 
one had prayed for him he was afked, whether he heart 
the prayer ? he anfwered, “ Would to God you had hearc 
it with fuch an ear and heart as I have done ! adding, Lore f. 
Jefus, receive my fpi. it.” With which words, without c any motion of hands or feet, as one falling afleep, rathej, 
than dying, he ended his life.' 

6. Di" Gouge when he was old and dying, was fori) 
affli&ed by the ftone, and other painful maladies ; yd 
though by reafon of his pains he was oft heard to groan 
he never once grumbled a gain ft the difpenfations of Godj 
He never once cried out, a great fufferer, but oft, a grea\ 

firmer-, yet ftill comforted himfelf, that there is a greai 
S'aviour. m his greatefi: torments he would fay, “ Welljj, 
yet in all tliefe there is nothing of hesll, or of God’s wrath. 
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'my foul, be filcnt, be'patient: it is thy God and Father 

• sat thus oiders thine cftate. Thou art his clay ; he may 
' ead and trample upon thee as he pleafeth ; thou hall de- 
lved much more. It is enough that thou art kept out 1 t hell; though thy pains be grievous, yet they are not 

'ttolerable, thy God afrords fome intermiffions ; he will ' (rn it to thy good, and at length put an end to all ; and 
bne of thefe comforts can be expeftcd in hell.” In his 1 reateft pains, he oft ufcd holy Job’s words, “ Shall we ■ iceive good from the hands of the Lord, and not evil 
;fo ?” When any of his friends would have comforted J im, withr telling him of his eminent gifts and fervice in 
te miniftry, he would anfwer, “ I dare not think of any 

ch thing for comfort: only Jefus Chrilt, and what he T!ath done and endured, is the ground of my fure com- 1 jrt.” The thoughts of death were pleafant to him, which 1 c often termed, his belt friend next to Jefus Chrilt, 
md he would blefs God, that he had nothing to do but 

die. 1! 7. I have read of another minilter under the like ex- 11 »eme pains. When he was alked how he did ? his fre- 
‘ipent artfwer was, “ The bulh always burning, but not 
smfumed ; though my pains are above the ftrength of 

.'iture, yet they are not above the fupports of grace.” He :‘>ould pray, “ Lord drop comfort into thefe bitter waters 
F Marah. Let the blood of fprinkling, which extin- 1 ;|iilheth the fire of thine anger, allay my burning pain. 
Wi, if my patience were more, my pains would be lefs; 

‘‘iord, give me patience, and inflidt what thou Wilt. This 
a fiery chariot, but it will carry me to heaven. O my 

Sod, break open the prifon-door, and fet my poor captive 
5ul free : I defire to be diflblved, but enable me willingly 

o wait thy time.” He would again cry, “ When lhall 
Jie time come, that I [halt neither fin no more, nor for- 

more : Lord, keep me from dilhonouring thy name 
y impatience. Oh, who would not, even in burnings, 

"iave honourable thoughts of God! Lord, thou gavelt 
•|»e no occafion to have hard thoughts of thee. BlefTed ; p God, for the peace of mine inward man, when rr.y 
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outward man is fo full of trouble. This is a bitter cui* 
but it is of my Father’s mixing ; and fliall I not the,; 
drink it ?” 

8. Mrs Jean Alkew, who was a martyr in King Her 
fy’s reign, to her confeffion in Newgate flie thus fubfcril; 
ed ; “ Written by me Jean Afkew, that neither wifheti, 
death, nor feareth its might and as merry as one boun 
towards heaven.” When the chancellor fent her lettei ( at the flake offering her the king’s pardon, if fhe woul i 
recant ; fhe refufing to look upon them, gave this an [, 
wer : “ That fhe came not hither to deny her Lord an t Matter.” 

9. Mr James Bainham, when he was at the flake L; 
the midfl of the burning fire, which had half confumel 
his legs and arms, fpake, thefe words ; O ye Papifts|. 
behold ye look for miracles, and here now ye may fee 
miracle ; for in this fire I feel no more pain, than if I wei j( in a bed of down j it is to me as a bed of rofes.” 

10. John Lambert, as he was burning in Smithfieh 
and his legs were quite confumed with the fire, he li l 
up his hands, his fingers flaming like torches', but h v 
heart abounding with comfort, crying out, “ Noneb«| 
Chrift, none but Chrift.’’ 

1 1. Mr Robert Glover, a little before his death, haj, 
loft the fenfe of God’s favour^-fcr which he was in gret^ 
heayinefs and forrow ; bup when he came within fight < . 
the flake at which he wa&to fuffer, he was on a fudden 11 
filled with divine comfort, that, clapping his hands tog«^ 
ther, he cried out to his fervant, “ He is come, he t con e and fo died molt cheerfully. 

12. It was a faying of Auguftine, “ Boughs fall a 
trees, and ftonej out of buidings ; and why fhould it feel j 
ftrange that mortal men die ?” 

13. Mr John Dod had a violent fever, that there w;t 
but little hope of his life ; yet at length his phyfician con | 
ing td him, i~a;d, “ Now I have hope of your recovery! ! 
To w'hom Mr Dod anlwered. You think to comfort nr , 
with this, but you make my heart fad. It is as if yq j 
fhould tell one who had been fore weatherbeaten at lej (, 
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slM conceiving he was now arrived at the haven where i is foul longed to be, that he muft go back again to be 

Dfled with new winds and waves.” 
i® | He would often fay in his lalt ficknefs, “ I am not 
“ fraid to look death in the face. I can fay, Death where 

^5 thy fting ? death cannot hurt me.” 
- He ufed to fay, “ The knowledge of two things would S! flake one willing to die, viz. What heaven is, and that 
* ^ is mine.” “ Yes, (faid one) if a man were fure of that.” 
’To whom he anfwered, “ Truly affurance is to be had; 
"'ind what have we been doing all'this while ?” ■ Some others of the fayings of this holy man were fo' 

• (iithy and remarkable, I cannot pafs them here. r i; Once Mr Dod coming to vifit a godly minifter on his 
ipeath-bed, who was much opprefled with melancholy, 
and complained to him, faying, “ O Mr Dod, what will 

*‘;wou fay of him who is going out of the world, and can 
End no comfort ?” To whom Mr Dod anfwered, “ What 
'pill you fay of our Saviour Chrift, who, when he was 

“ ?oing out of the world, found no comfort, but cried out, 
J'My God, my God’, why haft thou forfaken me ?”—He 
^ifaid of afflictions, “ they are God’s portions, which we 
^nay fweeten by faith and faithful prayer ; but we for the 

'unoft part, make them bitter, putting into God’s cup the 
fevil ingredients.of our impatience and unbelief.—He called 

‘death the friend of grace though it be the enemy of nature i- 
for whereas the word, fact aments, and prayer, do but 

•‘iVveaken fin, and death kills it.” He ufed to fay, “ A 
man is neverrin a hard condition, unlefs he have a hard 
lieart, and cannot pray—He inftrufted Chriftians hovtr 

"ithey fhouldnever have a great nor tailing affli&ion, and 
“ that was, by looking upon the things that are not feen, 

which are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 16, IS. For what can be 
igreat to him that counts, the world nothing ? And what 
?can be long to him, that accounts his life but as a fpan 
ilong ?—When he faw a Chriftian look fad, he would fay 
ias jonadab did to Amnon, “ Art thou a king’s fon, and 
;lookeft fo ill ?” And when fuch complained to him of 
their Ioffes and croffes, he would ufe the words of Elipha* 

O 2 
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to Job, Do the confohtions of God feem fmatl util ^ 

? God hath taken from you your children, yo«r goods, tsfc. but he hath not taken from you himfelf, h , 
Chrift, nor his Spirit, nor heaven nor eternal life.” 

To a friend of his that rofe from a mean to great eftat j. 
he fent word, “ That this was but as If he fhould go oil t of a boat into a barge or {hip ; but he ought ferioufly t 
remember, that whilit he was in this world, he was bu. 
upon the floating fea. 

He oft faid that if it were lawful to envy any, he woul^ 
envy thofe that turn to God in their youth, whereby the 
efcape much fin and forrow, and are like Jacob, that fto! f 
the blefling betimes —He ufed to compare reproofs give; 
in paflTion, to fcalding potions, which the patient coul f, 
not take down: in reproofs we fhould labour for meel1 

nefs of wifdom, ufing foft words and hard arguments. 
He was a moft popular minilter, but much perfecute* [ 

Once he took a journey to fee his father in-law, Mr Greei s 
ham, and to bemoan himfelf to him, upon account of h , 
croffes and hard ufage. Mr Greenham, having heard a , 
he could fay, anfwered him thus,; “ Son, fon, when affli*| 
tion lieth heavy fin lieth light.” Mr Dod ufed oft to ble t God for this fpeech, faying, “ If Mr Greenham had b« I 
moaned him as he expe&ed, he had done him much hur '• 
He forgot not this faying in his old age, but made excc,, 
lent ufe of it for himfelf and others. 

14. Oecolampadius, that famous divine of Switzerlanu 
when lying on his death-bed, and being aflced, Whethii 
the light did not offend him ? he anfwered, pointing!^ 
his breaft, Hicfat lucis, ‘ Here is abundance of light ;' 
meaning of comfort and joy. He afked one of his friend, - 
What news ? His friend anfwered, none. Then, fait [ he, 1 will tell you fome news ; I fhali prefently be wit, 
my Lord Chrift. 

15. A certain godly man pafling through his laft ficlj 
ncfs with extraordinary calmnefs of confcience, bein 
aflced by fome of his friend , anent it, he anfwered, tht 
he had ftedfaftly fixed his heart upon that fweet promift 
Ifa. xxvi. 3. “ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whol 
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mind is ftaid on thee; becaufe he trufteth in thee.” And 

‘my God (faid he) hath gracioufly made it fully good ■ unto my foul. 
! i(5. Mr Robert Bolton, Minifter at Broughton, well 1 known by his writings, in the time of his laft ficknefs, 
which was long and fharp, he often breathed out thefe 
words : “ Oh, when will this good hour come ? when 
ill all I be diflblved ? when fhall I be with Cbrifl: ?” Being 
itdld, that to be diflblved was indeed better forjjliim, yet it 

• Would be^better for the church that he would fby here; he I anfwered, “ If 1 lhall find' favour in the eyes of the Lord, 
he will bring me againand flic w me both it and his habitation ; ;!|but if otherwife, lo, here I am, let him do what feemeth 

^ good inhis eyes.” Being afked by another, If he could : not be content to live, if it pleafed God ? he anfwered, 
“ I grant that life is a great bleffing of God, neither will I 

' negleft any means that may preferve it; and do heartily :ifubmitto God's will; but of the two. I infinitely defue 
'• Imore to be diflblved, and, to be with Chrift.” He bade 

'J all that came to fee him, make fure of Chrift before they II .came to die, and look upon the world now as a lump of 
".vanity.—He encouraged the minifters that came to him, 11 to be diligent and courageous in the work of the Lord, 
‘ and not to faint nor droop for any affli&ion that fhould. 

^ |arife thereupon. 
1 When he found himfelf very weak ; he called for his : Wife and children. He defired her to bear his diflblutio®, 

‘ which was now at hand, with a-Chriftian fortitude, a 
Althing he had been preparing her for by the fpace of twen- 
>*y years; and bade her make no doubt but fhe (hpuld 
f Imeet him again in heaven. He exhorted his children to 
fjremcmber thefe things he had frequently told thembe- 1 ifore; aiding,. “ That he hoped and believed none of ■ Ithern durft think to meet him at that great tribunal in an 
funregeneme ftate.” :i. Sorre of his paiifii coming to watch with him, it was ■ .moved, that as by his dobtrine he had difeovered to them ■ [the excecdiiig comforts that were in Chrift, fo he woul^. 

^ tell them now what he felt in hi* own loul. « Alas, fai(l 
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he) do you look for that of me now, that wants breath and 
llrengrfi to fpeak ? I have told you enough in my minif-j 
try ; but yet to fatisfy you, I am, by the wonderful mer-t 
cies of God, as full of comfort as my heart can hold ; and 
I feel nothing in my foul but Chrilt, with whom I hear? 
tily defire to be.” And obferving fume weeping, he look* 
ed to them and faid, “ O what a deal ado there is befor< 
one can die. 

When the pangs of death were upon him, being told 
that fome of his dear frienda-were about him, to take thei; 
laft farewell, he caufed himfelf to be raifed up in his bed; k 
and after a few gafpings for breath, he faid, “ I am noM t 
drawing on apace to my diflblution ; hold out, faith amt 
patience, your work will fpeedily be at an end,” Ami 
then lhaking them all by the hands, he prayed heartily an* h 
particularly for them ; and defired them to make fure a £ 
heaven, and to bear in mind what he had formerly toll » 
them in his minillry, protefting to them, that the dottrih I 
he had preached to them for the fpake of twenty years war 
the truth of God, as he fhould anfwer it at the tribunal cii 
Chrift, before whom he fhould fhortly appear. 

When he was Ifruggling with death, a very dear frien, t 
taking him by the hand, alked him, If he felt not muci. 
pain ? “ Truly no, (faid he), the greatell I fed is yoi|fr 
cold hand.” 

7. Mr. John Holland, a godly minifter, continued hit 
lily-jki ufual practice of expounding the feripture in his family 

the laft ; and the day before his death he called for a Btl 
ble, and caufed another to read the 8th chapter of the R«j': 
mans, he difeourfed upon it verfe by verfe ; but on a futji 
den he faid, “ O ftay your reading ; what brightnefs Isi 
this I fee ! have you lighted up any candle ?” A ftandejt; 
by faid, No it is the fun {bine, (for it was aboutfive o’cloii? 
in a clear fummer’s evening). “Sun-fhine ! faid he, nail 
it is my Saviour’s flrine. Now farewell world : welcod: 
heaven : the day ftar from on high h Jth vifited my hear Ij 
O fpeak it when I am gone, and preach it at ray funeraii 
God dealeth familiarly with man ; I feel his mercy, I fh 
his majefty j whether in the body, or out of the bodyir 
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iiannot tell, God he knoweth; hut I fee things that are 

j- nutterable.” And in this rapture he continued till he 
ied. 

jd[ 18. I knew not long ago, an eminentlv godly man G. 
[. d. that fell into feveral fuch extraordinary raptures fome- 
i-imc before his death, fuch as his bodily ftrength and fpi- 
-(it were not able to fupport under, though he had no lick- 

Jefs. Sometimes he was lo fwallowed up and overcome ! »y the manifeftations of God’s love to his foul, that his 
iiivords could not be well underftood ; his natural colour, 

< »eat, and ftrengtb, would fo go off, that all about him 
u vould conclude him to be dying : but when he was able o get words uttered, they were fo heavenly and ravifhing 
.(toncerning the love of Chrilt, and freedom of grace, that 
; ay-ftanders could not hear him without weeping. Some- 
c,imes minifters, when they came to vifit him, and found 
l<aim in thefe raptures, were forced to turn all their pray- 
r frs in his behalf into praifes ; except fome petitions they ■ would put up toGod, “That hemight gracioufly fpare and 
tbe tender of his weak body, and enable him to bear that 
load of loving, kindnefs God was pleafed to let out to him* 

jfftnd which his prefent bodily ftrength was not fufficient 
:for.” Yea, they would be put to cry, “ Lord, if it be 
<jhy will, hold thy hand, for he is but a clay veflel ; this 
pew wine will burft the old bottle ; preferve him in life 

t ips a monument of the rich grace of God, for the convic- 
•tifion of Atheifts andcarnal people,and for the confirmation 
j (of the faith of the children of God.”—Sometimes he 

. would cry in abrupt expreflions, O angels ! help me to 
.ijpraife him:! O faints admire hisJove,and wonder at him.— 
f iAgain, O flames of love 1 my foul feeth Chrift ! the hea- 
«"vens open ! I fee a throne, and the Lamb in the midft of 
^ the throne ! O what think ye of Chrift ? my foul breathes, 
, fcreathes towards him ! my fpirit is exhaled out of me by 
.The manifeftations of God !”—He ufed frequently to fay 
.'with a heavenly ain t6 his friends, O what think ye of 
. Chrift?—When his extacy did fomewhat abate, fo that 
fjie attained a pleafant calmnefsof thought,and freedom of 
ri fpeech he would difgourfe of the myfteiies of religion, the 
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ele&ing love of God, the freedom of grace, the unfearch 
able riches of Chrift, and the glorious contrivance of re demption through his death and facrifice ; I fay, he woul* 
talk of thefe things more like an angel than a man. Fo 
fuch was his heavenly eloquence, fluency of words, and fa 
cility of fpeaking upon thefe fubje&s, (which otherwif 
was not natural to him), that thefe who came to fee hin 
were exceedingly furprifed and aftonilhed to hear him 
His body gradually weakened under thefe raptures of fpl 
rit, and he longed much to be off the world, becaufe h< 
thought he could be fo little ufeful in it for advancm; 

^God’s honour. He reckoned himfelf bound to improv 
the fhort time he was like to have here, in commendinj 
Christ and religion to all that he had accefs to, and alfo t< 
admonifh them of any thing he knew arr.ifs in them, whicl 
lie did molt convincingly. And having occafion to fe' 
fome who vilipended the ,eftablifhed church and the or!; 

dinances difpenfed in it ; he highly commended the or: 
dinances, and told them, that from his own fweet expert ’ 
ence he could fayf that God was to be iound in »hem.—l 

He feemed to have fin wonderfully mortified ; for h 1 

complained of no other heart-plague but felf, and it wa. 
his great exercife to get felf wholly fubdued ; he purfue* 
it through many of its windings and lurking places, anti* 
after all he,would regret his little fuccefs agamlt it. “ Fa i 
(faid he) when I am in my moft elevated frames, and ad! ■ 
mitted to the neareft aecefs to my Redeemer, that fubtl 
enemy felf w ill enter in with me, and offer to pull thecrowt? 
off his head before my face.” 

Once after hearing a fermon on Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. “ I wi 1‘ 
hear what God the Lorffwill fpeak,” he broke out into J 

rapturous difeourfe to one thar came to fee him, bleffin: ‘ God that he had fpoke to him in that fermon. “ And < 
(faid he) what am I, that the Rock of lirael fhould ha\ f’1' 
fpoke to me thefe three fermon days bygone, alluring m h 
that all my fins are forgiven ! What*aml, a vile wornj 1 

that he. ihould be fo kind and condefcending, as to difee f 
ver Chrifl and heaven in fuch a manner to me, and affm| h 
me that I will fiiortly be with ^him ! Oh, I thought that. 
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(ad finned him away from me, but I fee he will not bide a- 
ay ! O admirable free grace ! O help me topraife him!” > 

; When death drew near, there was fome alteration in his 
' iafe ; yet he never queftioned his intereft in Chrift ; but 
‘r till aflerted, “ 1 know he is my God and my Redeemer, 
nnd I will fhortly be with him.” And once when he was 

•j Sady to complain for want of God’s wosted manifefta- 
Sons, he faid, « The Lord knew his body was now weak, 

. ,nd could not bear what formerly he had met with, yet 
faid he) glory to his name, he hath given me three blinks 
ince my lalt illnefs began.” 

iq. Dr. Harris, head of Trinity-college in Oxford, irv 
, is laft ficknefs ufed to exhort all about him to get faith 
ibove ail things. “ It is (faid he) your vi&ory, your 

d peace, your life, your crown, and your chiefeft piece of 
Spiritual armour. Howbeit, get on all other piece, and go 
forth in the Lord’s might : Stand to the fight:, and the if- 
fue fhall be glorious. Only forget not to call in the help 
>f your General. Do all from him and under him.”— )n the Lord’s days he would not have any kept from the 
ordinances upon his account *, and, when they returned 
from the fermons, he would fay to them, “ Come, what 
!)ave you for me ?” And when any gave him account of 
what they have heard, he would relume the heads there* 
pf, and fay, “ O what excellent truths are thefe ! Lay 
them up carefully, for you will have need of them.”  
fyVIien friends ca vie to vifir him, he would fay, “ I can- 
Jiot fpeak, but I can hear.” Being asked, where his com- 
fort lay; He anfwered, “ In Chrift, and in the free grace 
bf God.” 
| One telling him, that he might take much comfort in 
his labours, and the good he had dune ; his anf .ver was, 

< f$ All is nothing without a Saviour, without hin my beft 
jworks would but condemn me. Oh, I am aftiamed of 

f£hem,they are fo mixed with fin. I have done nothing 
for God as I ought.—Oh, lofs of time fits very heavy up- 
pn myfpirit. Work, work apace ; allure yourfelv< s no- 

'' ping will more trouble you when you come to die, than 
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that you have done no more for God, who hath done fa | 
much for you.” 

Sometimes he ufed thus to breathe out himfelf,! neve 
in all my life faw the worth of a Chrift, nor tafted th| I 
fweetnefs of God’s love as now I do.”—Being asked b : 

the minilters, what they fhould chiefly requeft for him \ 
hcanfwered, “ Do not only pray for me, but praife Go 
that he fupports me, and keeps off Satan from me in m '• 
weaknefs ; beg that I may hold out. I am now a goo 1 

way home, near the fhore, I leave you toffing on the fea e 

Oh, it is a good time to die in.” 
In all the letter-wills which he made, he took care th:1 

legacy fhould be inferted ; “ Item, I bequeath to all m 1 

children, and to their children’s children, to each of thei;®' 
a Bible, with this infcription, None but Chrift.” He i' 
fed to fay, “ It is a hard thing for a faint to forgive hinr 1 

felf fome faults, when God hath forgiven them.’' 
20. David Chitneus, when he lay a-dying, lift up h :: 

head from the pillow to hear the difcourfes of his frienc * 
that fat by him, and faid, “ That he fhould die with th f 
greater comfort, if he might die learning fomething/’ ^ 

21. Mr Cooper, when a-dying, faid, I faw not my chi 1 

dren when they were in the womb, yet there the Lord fe k 

them without my care or knowledge. I {hall not fee thei»' 
when I go out of the body, yet {hall they not want a f;11 

ther.** Again, death is fomewhat dreary, and the ftrean: 

of that Jordan between us and our Canaan run furioufl 1: 

but they itand ftiil when the ark comes.” 
22. The Reverend Mr. Halyburton, that fhining liglf 

in St Andrews, when a-dying commended Chrift and go»i 
linefs with great earneftnefs, to all that came to fee hin 
He exhorted his brethren to diligence in the miniftr 1)1 

“ It was the delight of my heart (faid he) to preach til* 
gofpel : Idefired to decreafe, that the Bridegroom mig] f 
increafe ; and to be nothing, that he might be all. Irj;1 

pent I did not more for him. O that I had the tonguj11 

of men and angels, to praife him !” When he was advift*1 

to lie quiet, he faid, “ Whereon fhould a man beftow h 



MAN’S COMPANION. M3 
Wreath, but in commending the Lord Jefus Chrift, 

tied clothed in our nature, dying for our fins ?” 
He caufec) read one of Mr Rutherford’s Letters, viz. 

i hat to Mr John Mein, and thereafter faid. That is a book 
i, : would commend to you all, there is more practical re- 
, iigion in that letter, than in a bookof a larger volume.” 
, He exhorted fome minifters that came to fee him to 
1 ^aithfulnefs. “ As for the work of the miniftry (faid he) 
5 :t was my deliberate choice, were my days lengthened out 
3 fnuch more, and days as troublefome as they are like to 
be, I would rather be a contemned minifter of God, than 

,:the greateft prince on earth.”—He faid, when taking fare- 
ij his wife, children; and fervants, Here is a de- ,, hionftration of the reality of religion, that I a poor, 
^ weak, timorous man, as much afraid of death as any, am 
rnow enabled, by the power of grace, compofediy and with 
joy to look death in the face. I dare look it in the face 
in its moft ghaftly fhape, and hope within a little to have 
the vi&ory. I cannot but commend the Lord Jefus. As 

r Far as my word will go, I mud proclaim it, he is the beft 
F Mafter that ever I law.” To his fon, who was a child, 

; lie faid, “ If I had as many fons as there are hairs in your 
• head, I would bfeftow them all on God."—To fome pre- 
rent, he faid, “ O Sirs, I dread mightily that a rational fort 

l of religion is coming in among us ; I mean by it, a religion That confifts in a bare attendance on outward duties and 
i ordinances, without the power of godlinefs :r and thence 
people fhall fall into a way of ferving God, which is mere 

jDeilm, having no relation to Chrift Jefus and the Spirit ; of God.’’—Tie expreJTed his fears of a ftorm coming on 
The church of Scotland ; but he faid, “ The day would 
t break, and the Lord would arife.and he hoped the church 
would be made a wonder, and the Lord will fay, Lo, this 

I people have I formed for myfelf ; he can make a nation 
Jobe born at once ’’ He cried often with the fpoufe 
in the Song, “ When fhall the day break, and the fha- 

J dows fly away ? Turn my beloved, and be thou as a roe, 
I Sir a young hart on the mountains of Bether.” 

He faid, “ Shall I forget Zion ? Nay, let my right hand 
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forget her cunning, if I prefer not Jerufalem to my chiej i 
eft joy. O to have God returning to this church, and hi 
work going on in the world ! If every drop of my blood, e ‘ 
bery bit of my body, every hair of my head, were all mert^ 
they fhould ail go to the fire to have this going on.”— 'J 
He faid, “ If I would fay, that I would fpeak no more i| 
the nanie of the Lord, it would be like a fire within me, 
I am calling you to fee a miracle, God is melting me dowi j 
into corruption and duft, and yet he is keeping me in ;, 
calm I could not believe that I would have born, anc! 
born cheerfully this rod fo long ; this is miracle, pail . 
without pain ; and this is not a fancy of a man diforder;1 
er in his brain, but of one lying in full compofure. C 
blefied be God, that ever I was born. I have a fa the) 
and mother, and tCn brethren and filters in heaven, and |' 
fhall be the eleventh. I {hall ftiortly be at that glory I have1 

been long expe£Hng. Though I come not near Mr Shield’; 
glory, nor Mr Anderfon’s, yet I will be well enough if 1 
win in. Worthy is the Lamb to receive glory.” 

23. Mr Hugh Mackaill, in his fpeech before his death " 
faith, “ I have efteemed the folemn engagements of thu jJ 
nation to the Lord, pregnant performances of that pro. 
mife, Ifa. xliv.5. where it is evident, that where church.! 
reformations come to any maturity, they arrive at this deK 
gree of Hying, I am the Lord’s, and fubferibing with th< ? 
hand unto the Lord. So was it in the days of the reform! 
ming kingS of Judah, and after the reftoration from th<' 
captivity of Babylon in the days of Nehemiah. This famt r 
promifedid the Lord Jefus make Yea and Amen to us •; 
when he redeemed us from fpiritual Babylon.—I glorify ' 
him, that he hath called me forth to fuffer for his nanK* 
and ordinances,and the folemn engagements of the land!; 
to him. Hereafter I will not talk with flefli and blood, s 

nor think on the World’s confolations. Farewell all my 
friends, wbofe company hath been refrefhful to me in mj 
pilgrimage. I have done with the light of the fun ant 
moon. Welcome eternal life, everlaftiug love, everlaftiii^ ^ 
praife, everlafting glory. Praife to him that fits upon th< { 
throne, and toHhe Lamb for ever.” 
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'24. The famous Mr Durham being vifited by a mini- 

:er in his lail ficknefs, which was long and lingering^ 
'who faid to him, Sir, I hope you have fo fet all things in ■ nder, that you have nothing elfe to do but die. “ I blefs 3 Sod, (faid Mr Durham) 1 have not had that to do neither 
Tihefe many years.” 

25. Mr Rowland Nevet, his dying prayer for his chil- 
Jren was, that the Mediator’s blefiing might be the portion 
)f every one of them. Adding to them, I charge you all, 
*/ee to it, that you meet me on the right hand of Chrift at 

; he great day. When he was fometimes much fpent with 
iis labours,he would appeal to God, that though he might 

| >e wearied in his fervice, he would never be never be wea- 
Jy of it.—Being oft diftempered in his body, he would fay, 
iie was never better than in the pulpit, and that was the, 
>eft place he could wilh to die in. 

' 26. Mr. Philip Henry, when a-dying, his pains were 
ery fharp, he faid to his neighbours who came to fee him, 
j> make fure work for your fouls, by getting aninterdl in 

ti Shrift, while you are in health ; for if I had that work to 
• onow, what would come erf me. A little before hislaft ' llnefs he wrote to a reverend brother,. “ Methinks it is 
.grange, that itfhould be your lot and mine to abide fo long 
, n earth by the fluff, tjvhen fo many; of our friends are .ividing the fpoil above ; but God will have it fo ; and to 
e willing to live in obedience to his holy will, is as true 
n adl of grace, as to be willing to die when he calls.” 

‘W asking him how he did, he anfwcred, “ I find the hips fly off apace, the tree will be down fhortly.” He 
. ras fometimes taken with fainting hits, which when he 
^covered from, he would fay, “ Dying is but a little 
.|ore. ’ Once he faid, after recovery, “ Well, I thought 
had been putting into the harbour, but I find I muft yet 

> fea again.” 
j.127. Mr Matthew Henry, his death was fomewhat fud- 
j fd, he faid a little before it, to fome about him, « You. (ive been ufed to take notice of the fay mgs of dying men ; 
^is is mine, That a life fpent in the fervice of God, and 

P 
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communion with him, is the moft comfortable and pleafant 
life that any one can live in this world.’ 

28. Holy and learned Mr Rutherford, a little before his 
death, left a written teftimony to our covenanted work of 
reformatfon : and therein he proves the warrantablenefs n 
-of nations entering into covenant with God under the 
New-Teftament times, and fhews, that this pra£tice is 1 

the accortiplMhment of feveral Old-Teftament prophecies, ? 
fach as Jer. 1. 4. 5. Ifa. ii. 3. Zech. viii. 2. Ifa. xix. 23.' >i 
24. 2 5. v/hich relate to gofpel-times. And when he was 
dying, he fent feveral rriefiages to the prefbytery of St. An- 
drews, defiring them to adhere to God's caufe and cove- 
nant.—In his ficknefs he oft broke out in facred raptures, 
extolling and commending the Lord Jefus, whom he of- i 
ten called his blefied Matter, his kingly King. When his ! 
death drew near, he faid, I fhall fhihe, I (hall fee him as he / 
is, I Ihall fee him reign, and all his fair company with 
him, and I fhalf have my large {hare: my eyes fhall fee i 
my Redeemer, thir very eyes of mine, and no other for 
me.w When exhorting one to be diligent in feeking 
God, he faid, « It is no cafy thing to be a Chriftian ■, but 
for tnej, I have goTt’en the viftory, and Chrift is holding 
out-both his arms to embrace me.*'—He was wonderful- 
ly ftrengthened againft the fears 6f fuffering and of death, 
" For," fays he, “ I faid to the Lord, if he fhould flay 
me five thbtifand times five thoufand times, I would rruft 
in him ; and I fpoke it with much trembling, fearing I 
fhould not niake my put good. But as really as ever he 
fpoke to me by his~Spirit, he witheffed unto my heart, that j 
his grace'fhould be fufficient for me."—He faid to fome j 
minifters that came to fee him, " My Lord and Matter, is 
-the chief of tert thoufand of thoufands, none is comparable 
to him in heaven, or in earth. Dear brethren, do all for 
him, pray for Chrift, preach for Chrift, feed the flock com- 
mitted to your charge for Chritt ; vifit and catechile for j 
Chrift ; do all for Chrift, and beware of man-pleafing. j t Feed the flock cut of love, the chief Shepherd will appear ; fliortky."- Once when he recovered from a fainting fit, 
he SI? “ I feel, I feel, l believe, I enjoy, I rejoice, I feed 
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|on manna.”—As he took a little wine in a £poon, Mr Ro- 
. bert Blair faid to him, You feed on the dainties of heaven, 
and think nothing of our cordials on earth. He anfwer- 

jOd, “ They are all but dung, yet they are Chrift’s crea- 
ijtures, and in obedience-to his command, I take them.’,— 

; After fome difeourfe, Mr Blair faid to him, What think 
j i you now of Chrift ? Po which he replied, I (hall live and 
i adore him ; glory, glory, to my Creator, and to my Re- 

deemer for ever. Glory (bines in Emmanuebs land.—- 
Afterwards he faid, “ O that all my brethren did know 1 what a Mader I have ferved, and what peace I have this 
day 1 I (hall deep in Chrift, and when I awake I (hall be 

. fatisfied with his likenefs;”—fhen he (aid, “ This night 
.• (hall clofe the door, and put my anchor within the vail ; l 

(hall go away in a deep by five o'clock in the morning :‘c 
which exa£tly fell out. That night, though he was very 

• weak, he oft had this exprefiion, O for arms to embrace 
him ! O for a well-tuned harp ! 

I When fome fpoke to him of his former painfulnefs and I faithfulnefs in the work of God : he faid, “ I difclaim all 
; that j the port I would be in at, is redemption and forgive- 
- nefs of fins through his blood.” His laft words were, 
j “ Glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land." 

29. Hugh Kennedy, Provoft of Ayr, when he was a- 
> dying, a minifterfaid to him. You have caufe, Sir, to be \ adored that the angels of God are now waiting at the 
ijftoups of this bedto convey your foul to Abraham's bofom: 
to whom his anfwer was, “ I am fure thereof; and if the 
walls of this houfe could fpeak, they could tell how many 

• fweet days I have had in fellowfiiip with God, and how 
II familiar he hath been with my foul."—He was one of the 
[ greateft wreftlers with God that was itAhe age wherein he - lived, and had moft remarkable returns of prayer. The 
l.great Mr Wafth, ip a letter from France, faid to him, 
\ “ Happy is that city, yea, happy is that nation that hath a Hugh Kennedy in it ; I have myfelf certainly found the 
[ anfwers of his prayers from the Lord in my behalf." 
I 3°* The great Mr Robert Bruce, minifter of Edinburgh, 
whendyingthrough weaknefsandoldage,beingaskedby one 
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of his friends, How matters stood now betwixt God and Hi 1! 
foul ? anfwered, When I was young, I was diligent, an*«: 
lived by faith on the Son of God ; but now I am old, am 
not able to do fo much ; yet he condefcends to feed nv 
with lumps of fenfe.” That morning before he died,‘h' 
came to breakfaft at his table, and having eat; as he ufe« 
one {ingle egg ; he faid to his daughter, I think I am ye t 
hungry, you may bring me another. But prefently he fej fa: 
into a deep meditation ; and having piufed a while,he faid t 
V Hold, daughter, hold, my Mafter calls me.” With theft : 
lyords his fight failed him,whereupon he called for the Bi E 
hie : but finding his fight gone, he faid, “ Caft me up th«t 
eight chapter of the epistlff to the Romans, and fet my fin ft 
£er on thefe words, “ lam perfuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, CsV. Ihall be able to feparate me froa ' 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jefus my Lord.f f 
Now, faith he, is my finger upon them ? they told him i : 
was. Then, without any more, he faid, “ Now, Got I 
be-withyou, my children, I have breakfasted with you,anci 
<hall fup with my Lord Jefus Christ this night.“ And fc 
gave up the ghost. 

31. John Stewart, provost of Ayr, was a fingularly ph It 
ous man ; yet when he lay a-dying, he faid to feme abou I 
him, “ I go the way of all fh fh, and it may be fome ofyot 5 
doubt nothing of my well-being ; yea I testify, that excep t 
when I flept, or was on bufiness, I was not thole.ten yearj | 
without thoughts of God, fo long as I could be in goin^ 
from my houfe to thecrofs ; and yet I doubt myfelf, anti 
am in great agony, yea, at the brink ofdefpair." Batadajt 
or two before he died, he turned his face to the wall frorr 1 
company for two hours. Then Mr Fergufon the minifte: tt 
coming in, asked what he was a doing ? upon which he j 
turned himfelf, with thefe wqrds, “ I have been fighting 11; 
and working out my falvation with fear and trembling H 
and now I biefs God, it is perfefted, fealed, confitmed^: 
and all fears are gone.” 

32. Luther when he fell fick, made his will, hi which;, 
he bequeathed his dqteftatipn of Popery to his friends. | 
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1 and to the paftors of the church, having before made this 
: verfe, 
* ) Festis eram vivus, moriens ero mors tuat Papa. 

Inhislafl: will, he faith, “ O Lord God, I thank thee 
> that thou wouldit have me live a poor and indigent per- 
il ^fon upon earth. I have neither houfe nor lands, nor pof- 
J ifeffions, nor money, to leave. Thou, Lord, haft given rne 
j/iwife and children ; them, Lord, I give back unto thee, 

3f Nourilh, inftruct, and keep them. O thou the Father of 
.1-orphans, and judge of widows, as thou haft done to me, ■ji fo do to them.” 
3: In his laft prayer, Feb. iSth, 1546, he hath thefe words 
rte I pray God to preferve his gdfpel among us ; for the 1 Pope, and the council of Trent, have grievous things in 
ii hand. O heavenly Father, I give thee thanks that thou 
jl ihaft revealed to me thy-Son Jefus Chrift, whom I believe, 
n whom I profefs, whom I glorify, and whom the Pope and 
it the root of the wicked perfecute and difhonour.” Mr 
,Tox faith of Luther, “ That a poor fmr ihouli be able to ■ ;ftand againft the Pope was a great miracle: that he 

;t ifhould prevail againft the Pope was a greater; and after 
'ii all to die in peace, having fo many enemies, was the great- 
( eft of all.” 
jjf 33. Mr. Jofeph AUein, a moil: painful, laborious tni- 
if ipifter, being deprived of the ufe of his arms and legs before 
jihis death, was asked by a friend, How he could be fo wdi 

i> contented to lie fo long in that condition ? He anfwered, 
5 What ! is God my Father, Jefus Chrift my Saviour, and 
iitthe Holy Spirk my Samftifier and Comforter ; and ihall I 
iftnot becontent without limbs and health ? He is an unrea- 
-afonable wretch that,cannot be content with a God, though 
1; be had nothing elfe ? 
Jd When his people of Taunton came to Dorchefter to fee 
'!him, where he lay ; ht was much revived, and would be 
iifet up in his bed, have the curtains drawn by, and defired 
them toft and round about the bed ; and caufed take out 

us hand, and hold it out to them, that they might take it, 
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as he-ufed formerly to do, when he had been abfent froti ^ 
them. And though very weak, yet he fpake to them thu| &V 
“ O' how itrejoiceth my heart to fee your faces, and ti® 
hear your voices, though I cannot fpeak as heretofore uij b 
to you. Methinks I am now like old Jacob, with all hi jr 
tons about him. Now you fee my weak eftate; thus Ui 
have been fcr many weeks fmce I parted with you, be » 
God hath been with me. My friends, life is mine, deat; j 
is mine ; in that covenant of which I preached to you, jj 
all my falvation, and all my defire : although my body d; it 
not profper, I hope through grace my Voul doth. I had(, 
lived afweetlife by the promifes, an^l I hope througi j 
grace can die by a promife. It is the promifes of God thd tl 
will (land by us. Nothing but God in them willftand uj t 
in a day of afflidlion. My dear friends, Ifeel the povv^y 
ofthefe dodlrines I preached to you on my heart, the doc t? 
trines of faith, of repentance, of felf-denial, of the cove 1 

nant of grace, of contentment, fsV. O that you would livi j 
them over, now I cannot preach them to you ! It is a fhamj 
for a believer to be cad down under afflidfions, that hat! V 
fo many glorious privileges, juftification, adoption, fandHJ;: 
fication, and eternal glory.-—We lhall be as the angels oi 
God in a little while ; nay, to fay the truth, believers are j 
as it were, little angels already, that live in the power o: 1 
faith. O my friends, live like believers, trample this dir; * 
ty world under your feet: be not taken with its comforts! jf 
nor difquieted with its crolfes, you will be gone out of ii 1 
fhortly.” 

When they came to take leave of him, he would needt y 
pray with them as his weak ftate did fuller him.— l her] * 
he faid, “ Farewell, my dear friends ; go home and live i; 
over what I have preached to you, and the Lord provide 
for you when I am gone. Now I cannot preach to you.i; 
but let my wasted strength, and utelefs limbs be a lermofl y 
to you. I am afraid of fome of you, after all I have fp.c^ y 
ken to you. There are many profeflbrs who can pra] y 
well, and talk well, whom we fhall find at the left banc | 
of Christ another day. You have your trades, ycur.eU 
ftates, yoyjr relations; bejiot taken, with thefc, but with . 
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od : O live on him. For the Lord’s fake, go home and 

lake heed of the world, worldly cares, worldly comforts, 
: .vorldly relations, tS’c. Oh ! let not my labours and fuf- 

1 ierings, let not my wasted strength, and ufele’fs limbs, rife 
in judgment again«t you at the great day of the Lord.” 

:—Then he faid, “ The Lord having given authority to 
in tiis ministers to blefs his people, accordingly I blefsyou in 
ii:i[iis name,” (ufing the words he always ufed after facra- 

nients), “ The Lord blefs ybuand keep you, the Lord caufe 
s fiis face to fhine upon you, and give you peace- And the 

,J God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord- 
ji fefus, that great Shepherd of the fheep, through the blood 
J bf the everlasting covenant,make you perfeft in every good 
* Work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
t pleafing in his fight, through Jefus Christ; to whom be- 
: glory, for ever and ever. Amen.” 
f In the mornings, his first fpeeches would be (which he 
. alfo ufed in his health), Now we have one day more ; this- 
if as one more for God ; now let us live well this day, work 
iimard for our fouls ; lay up much treafure in heaven this 
d iday, for we have but a few to live.” 

5 Being taken to the Bath, whsre he met with extraordi- 
1 pary kindnefs from strangers, for many reforted to him, 
; to fee him, and hear him fpeak, having heard w hat a mo- : nument of mercy he was : he did delight himfelf much in 
s ^the consideration of the Lord’s kindnefs to him, and the to- 
•iljkens of strangers their love, and would often fay, « I was 
p stranger, and mercy took me in ; in prifon, and it came 

i: to me j fick and weak, and it vifited me.” N B. He had 
<31 (been muen perfecuted, andputiuprifon.for no other crime 
tubut preaching thegofpel. 
Ill He had a most pious and affe£lionate wife, that waited 13; clofeiy upon him, to whom he faid, “ Now, my dear heart, 
fljjmy companion in all my tribulations and affli&ions, I 
c | thank thee for all thy pains and. labours for me at home and 
ij pbroadj in prifon and liberty, in health and ficknefs.” And 
The prayed, that the Lord would requite her. fill her with- 
# fall manner of grace and confolations,and fupport and car-. 
i' ivy her through-all difficulties. 
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He had fome conflicts with S itan a little before hr j 

death: once he uttered thefe words, “ Away, thou fou r; fiend, thou enemy of all mankind, thou fubtile fophilter r 
art thou come now to moleft me ? Now I am juft going - jf( Now I am fo weak and death upon me ! Trouble me not 
for I am none of thine ! I am the Lord’s ; Chrift is minei | 
and I am his, his by covenant j I have fworn myfelf to be |; the Lord’s, and his I will be •, therefore be gone.” Thefe [. 
laft words he repeated often, as pleading his covenanting • 
with God, as a mean to refift the devil and his tempta-(: 
tioris. When he looked on his weak conutmed hands! j 
he would fay, “ Thefe fhall be changed : this vile bodyi 
fhall be made like to Chrift’s glorious body. O what t a glorious day will the day of refurre£lion be ! Methink^ | 
I fee it by faith: how will the faints lift up their heads; r 
and rejc/ice ! and how fadly will the wicked world look p 

. then! Q come let us make hafte, our Lord will come 
Ihortly ! If we long to be in heaven, let us haften with ii 
our work ; for when that is done away we fhall be fetch- 1 
ed. O this vain foolifh, dirty“world ! I wonder how rea- fc 
fonable creatures can fo doat upon it! What is in it worth i 
the looking after !• I care not to be in it longer than my; !r 
Mafter hath either doing or fufiering work for me : were i 
that done, farewell to earth.” 

This eminent faint had this teftimony given him by n 
one ; It may be faid of him, in as high a degree as of moftj 
faints on earth, that each thought was to him a prayer, » 
each prayer a fong, each day a Sabbath, each meal a fa- i 
crament, and fo his life on earth a foretafte of that eternal; 1 
repaft to which he hath now arrived. 

34, The noble Marquis of Argyle, being a zealous friend; A 
of our covenanted reformation, was put to death May ir 
27th,. 1661. His friends contrived methods for his mak- » 
ing his efcape out of the caftle of Edinburgh ; but he| n 
thanked them, and told them he would not difown the) t 
good caufe he had fo publicly efpoufed, but refolved tou 
fuffer to the utmoft. When the fentence of death, was « 
palled by the parliament, on Saturday May 25th, h^faid,!); 
“ I had the honour to fst the crown upon the king’s head, t, 
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i nd now he haftens me to a better crown than his own.” 
»Then he was fent to the tolbooth. His excellent lady 
i mbracing him when he entered, wept bitterly, faying, 

!■ pveral times, “ The Lord will require it.” Not any in 
& fie room could refrain from tears; but the Marquis him- 
“iblf was perfe&ly compofed, and faid, “ Forbear, for- 
i jear ; truly I pity them, they know not what they are do- 
ng: they may fhut me in where they pleafe but they can- ■:;f }ot fhut out God from me. For my part, 1 am as con- 

: ent to be here as in the caftle, and as content in the calUe 
is in the tower or London,” (where he wtts firft put), 

and as content there as when at liberty ; and I hope to 
d ieas content upon the fcalFold as any of them all.“—He 
d dded,that he remembered a fcripture cited to him lately ; >y an honeft minifter in thp caltle, and endeavoured to 
out it in praclice, when Ziklag was taken and burnt, and 
t he people fpoke of ftoning David, “ He edcouraged 
iiiiimfelfin the Lord his God.£< Alibis fliort time, till 
-Monday, he fpent with the greatelt ferenity and.cheerful- 
• aefs, and in the proper exercifes of a dying Chriftian. He 
Haid to fome minifters allowed to be with him in the pri- 
son, that fhortly they would envy him who was got before 
d^iem.—And added, “ Mind that I tell you, my fkill fails 
ine, if you who are minifters will not cither fuffer much, 

f fin much: for though you go-alongfl: with thcfe men in t|)art, if you do. it not in all things, you are but where you 
t, ftere, and fo muft fuffer; and if you go not at all in with . |hem you {hall but 1 uffer “ 
Jj The Marquis was naturally timorous, but he defired ihofe about him to obferve, as he could not but do, that 
>j she Lord had heard his prayers, and removed all fear 
I from him And indeed his friends’ work Was to reftrain 
.and qualify his fervent longingsftfter his difiblution, and 
») jiot to fupport him under the near views of it. The Lord 
< pas exceeding kind to him at this time ; for upon Mon- 
j. day-morning, that day he fuffered, when he was in the 
ijrnidllof company, and thronged in fubfcribing papers 
Relating to his eftate, he was fo overcome with a Angular 
, manifeftatton from God, that he broke out in a rapture, 
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and fald “ I thought to have concealed the Lord’s got [ 
nefs, but it will not do ; I am now ordering my affai j, 
and God is fealing my charter to a better inheritance, a n juft noW faying to me, Son, be of good cheery thy fms L,. 

forgiven \hee.l( After he had retired fometime alotj 
•when'he opened the door, Mr Hutchefon, one of tjn 
miniftcrs |hat attended him, fai*i to him, What chet^ 
my lord ? he anfwered, “ Good cheer, Sir, the Lo , 
hath again confirmed and faid to me, from heaven, & j 
be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven theeJ1 And he gufli 
out in abundance of tears of joy, fo that he retired to ti 
windows, and wept there. Afterwards he faid in a p^ | 
fedft rapture to Mr Hutchefon, “ I think his kindnei 
overcomes me; but God is good to me, that lets n t 
out too much of it here, for he knows I could not belt 
it: get my clock and let us go.“ But being told tKj« 
the town-clock was kept back fo that the hour was n 
yet come; he anfwered, “ They'are far in the wrong jji 
and prefently kneeled down and prayed before all prcfen g 
in a moft fweet and heavenly manner,.to the rei'reflimei t 
of all that were there. 

When he was going out to the fcaffbld, he faid, I c6u |. 
die like a Roman, but I chufe rather to die as a Chriftiat | 
Come away, gentlemen, he that goes firft goes deal 
lieft.«- When going down, he called Mr James Gutl [. 
rie to him, and embracing him in the moft endearidt 
way, took his farewell of him. Mr Guthrie, at partinj |i- 
addrefled the Marquis thus, “ My lord, God hath bee ( 
with you, he is with you, and God will be with you; ail | 
fuch is my refpe£t for your lordftiip,jbat if I were not ur r der the ‘fentence of death myfelf, I could cheerfully di. 
for your lordlhip.“ So they parted for a flrort feafon, t 
two or three days to meet in a better place. 

The Marquis, in his fpeech on the fcaffold, hath thej : 
words, “ God hath laid engagements upon Scotland; w, 
are tied by covenant to religion and reformation. Thoj > 
that wrerethen unborn are engaged to it, and it pafleth tH^ 
power of any under heaven to abfolve a man from th. 
oath of God.” |, 

35. Mr John Welfh, minifter of the gofpel at Ayi 
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«j)m Mr Rutherford (in his preface to his furvey of An- 
‘jmianifm) calls thatapoftolic, heavenly and prophetical 
i a of God •, and there tells us, that he had it from thofe 

t were witnefles of his life, that of every twenty-four 1 trs, he ufually gave eight to prayer, and that he fpent 
thy nights in prayer to God, interceeditig for fuffering 

<f [teftahts abroad, as well as for his mother-church. This 
fiy man, when prifoner in the caflle of Blacknefs, and 
i She view of death, (being condemned to it for main- 
id mg the liberties of this church, though afterwards 

fentence was changed into banilhment), iri his letter 
chriftian lady hath thefe words': 

-- ‘ I long to eat of that tree which is planted in the midft 
» the paradife of God, and to drink of the pure river 
*jr as cryftal, that runs through the llreet Of the New 

.1 ufalem. I long to be refrefhed with the fouls of them 
11 are under the altar, who were flain for the word of 
id and the teltimony that they held ; and to have thefe 
g white robes given me, that I may walk in white 
jnent with thefe glorious faints who have wafhed their 
ments and made them white in,the blood of the Lamb, 

i riy fliould I think it a flrange thing to be removed from 
£ ^ place, to that-where my hope, my joy, my crown, 
s elder Brother, my Head, my Father, my Comforter, 
•' 1 all the glorious faints are, and where the fong of 
it^fes and the Lamb is fung joyfully.; where we fhall Ube compelled to fit by the rivers of Babylon, and hang ■f :c;ir harps on the willow-trees, but fhall take them up, 
l fing tlie new; hallelujah, Bleffing, honour, glory and 1 j^er, to him that fits upon the. throne, and to the Lamb, 

^lever and ever ? What is there under the old vault of j ! heavens anddn this old worn eitrth, which is groan- 
l under the bondage of corruption, that fhould make 

si defire to remain here ? I expedl that new heaven and 
*v earth,, wherein righteoufnefs ;dwelleth, wherein I 

i 111 reft for evermore. I look, to ;get entry to the New 
Hu fide m at one of thefe twelve gates, whereupon are 
k ttten the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael. I know 

It Jefus Chrift hath prepared them for me. Why may 
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I not then, with boldnefs in his blood, ftep into that glot:: 
where my Head and Lord hath gone before me? Jefj 11 
Chrift is the door and the porter ; who then {hall hold n lit 
out ? O thou faireft among the children of men, the d»K 
light of mankind, the light of the Gentiles, the glory L 
the Jews, the life of the dead, the joy of angels and faint fc 
my foul panteth to be with thee. I refufe not to die, that j i 
may live with thee ; I refufe not to fufferwith thee, thatr.; 
may rejoice with thee. O when {hall I be filled with his love 
Surely, if a man knew how precious it is, he would coutci 
all things but drofs and dung to gain it. I long for ths:(: 
fcaffold, or that ax, or that cord that might be to me th^ id 
lad ftep of this my wearifome journey, to go to the^t 
my Lord. Who am I, that he fliould lirfL have called me it 
and then conftitute me a minifter of the glad tidings a 
the gofpel of falvation thefe many years, and now lal it 
pf all to be a fufferer for his caufe and kingdom ? Thel f: 
two points, ty? That Chrift is the head of his church : 2dl a; 
That flie is free in her government from all other jut: 
rifdi&ion, except Chiift ; yea as free as any kingdonjf 
under heaven, not only to convocate, hold, and keejt 
her meetings and aflemblies ; but alfo to judge of air 
her affairs amongft her members and fubje&s : thefe arin 
the caufe of our fufferings. I would be moft glad to btj: 
offered up as a facrifice for fo glorious a truth ; but, alas it 
I fear that my fins, and the abufe of fo glorious thing! t, 
as I have found, deprive me of fo fair a crown : Yet mji 
Lord doth know, if he would call me to it, and ftrength-fc 
en me in it, it would be to me the moft gloripus day, if 
and gladeft hour I ever faw in my life; but I am in hilt 
hands, to do with me whatfoever fhall pleafe him. 

This eminent faint fpent much of his time in the mount t 
of prayer and wreftling with God ; was admitted to yerjit 
intimate nearnefs with him, and had many fecret thingss 
revealed to him from God. He ufed to fay, He won*! 
dred how a Chriftian could lie in bed all night, withoujt 
rifing.to fpend fome of the night in prayer and praife.i5 

In his laft illnefs he had a great weaknefs in his kneesi c 
gaufedbyhis continual kneeling at prayer, the flefh there" 1: 
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riF became infenflble, and hard like a fort of horn but 
"iphen in his weaknefs he was defired to remit fomewhat 
:»f his former painfulnefs his anfwer was he had his life 
; if God and therefore it (houldbe fpent for him.” During 
(iis ficknefs he was fo filled with the fenfible enjoyment of 
iGod, that he was fometimes overheard in pfayer to have 

.hel'e words ; Lord, hold thy hand, it is enough, thy fer- 
tfant is a clay veflel and ean hold no more.” 
tj 36. Mr Christopher Love minifter of Laurence-Jury, 

n London, who was beheaded on Towerbill, A.uguft 22. b[65I. in time of Cromwell’s ufurpation, and for fufpec- 
3 ed plotting againft his goverment j his wdrds on the fcaf- 
« old were molt pathetic and weighty.—“ Although (faid 
}(te} th^re be but little between me and death; yet this 
dbears up my heart, there is but little between me and hea- 
ifs'en. It comforted Dr Taylor the martyr, when he was 
:f »oing to execution, that there were but two ftyles between 
iiiim and his father’s houfe : there is a Idler way between 
i ate and my Father’s houfe, but two fteps between me and 
11 j^lory. It is but lying down upon that block, and I {hall 
(1 ifeend upon a throne. I am this day failing towards the 
i! 5!cean of eternity, through a rough paflage, to my haven 
;;j»f rdi, through a red fea, to the promifed land. Me- 
ji-hinks I hear God fay to me, as he did to Mofes, Go up 

: o mount Nebo, and die there 5 fo to me, Go up to Tower- 
•sjull, and die there. Ifaac faid of himfelf that he was old, fid yet he knew not the day of his death: but I cannot 

y fo. I am young, and yet I know the day of my 
t Jeath ; and I know the kind of my death, and the place ;iii f roy death alfo. I am put to fiuch a kind qf death, as ;wo famous preachers af the gofpel were put to before 
Sjfie; John the Baptift, and Paul the apo.ftle, they were 
• aoih beheaded. I read alfo in Rev. xx. 4. ^Ihe faints ivere 
feheadedfor the n.vord'of God, and teflintony of Jeftis. But 
.herein is the difadvantage which I ly under isi the thoughts 
M many; they judge, that I fuffer not for the word of 
pod, or for confcience, but for meddling with ftate-mat- 
•prs. To this I fhall briefly fay, that it is an old trick 



THE AFFLICTED 158 
ings, to be contrivements againft the ftate, when in truth 
it is their religion and confcience they are perfecuted fot 
The rulers of Ifrael would have put Jeremiah to deati 
upon a civil account, though indeed it was only the trut] f of his prophefy that made the rulers angry with him ; ani t 
yet upon a civil account, they pretend he muft die, bei: 
caufe he fell away to the Chaldeans, and would havi * 
brought in foreign forces to invade them. The farm* 
thing is laid to my charge, of which lam as innocen j 
as Jeremiah was. So Paul though he did but preacl t 
Jefus Chrift, yet his enemies would have him put to death ir 
under pretence of his being a mover of fedition. Upot ji 
a civil account my life is pretended to be taken away ; 
whereas it is, becaufe I purfue my covenant, and will no i 
proftitute my principles and confcience to the ambitiotl; 
and lulls of men. I had rather die a covenant-keeper; ft 
than live a covenant breaker Beloved I am this day mai t 
king a double exchange : I am changing a pulpit for ; 
fcaffold, and a fcaffold for a throne: and I might add 5 
third, I am changing the prefence of this numerous mul: 
tifude on Tower-hill, for the innumerable company o 
faints and angels in heaven, the holy hill of Zion ; and ; . 
am changing a guard of foldiers fora guard angels, whicl 
will receive, me and carry me, to Abraham's bofom 1 

This fcaffold is thebell pulpit that I ever preached in : ir 
my church-pulpit, God through his grace made me ar 
inftrument to bring others to heaven ; but in this pulpit r 
he will bring me to heaven:” Afterwards he faid,  « Though my blood be not the blood of nobles, yet i 
is Chriftian blood, minifters blood, yea more it is in • 
nocent blood. I magnify the riches of God’s mercy' 

^ and grace towards me, that l who was born in Wales 
! an obfcure country, and of obfcure parents, ihould br J fingled out to honourable fuffering. For the firft four 

teen years of my life I never heard a fermon preached 
yet in the fifteenth year of my life, it pleafed God to conji 
vert me. Bltffed be God, who not only made me i Chrillian, but alfo a minifter, judging me faithful, ant,, 

f putting me into the miniltry which is my glory. I hat. 
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i|ther be a preacher in a pulpit than a prince upon a throne 

i had rather be an inftru'nent to bring fouls ro heaven, 
il *an that all nations (hould bring tribute to me.—Formerly 
tid he) I have been under a fpirit of bondage ; yea, forne- 

res I have had more fear in drawing out a tooth, than 
it pw I have for cutting of my head. When fear was upon 
rde, death was not near j now when death is near to me, 
<iy fear is evaniflaed. 1 am comforted in this, though 

a ien kill me they cannot damn me ; though they thrufl: 
I ie out of the world, yet can they not {hut me out of hea- 
«sn. When I have fhed my blood-I expe£lthe full decla- 
uttion of the remiffidn.of fins through the blood of Jefus 

r.ji hrift. I am going to my long home, and ye to your (hort 
rf ames ; but I {hall be at my home before ye be at yours.’* 
ShHe prayed, that feeing “ he was called to do the work 
ii'hich he never did, he might have the flrength which 
e never had.” 

ini' : 

4 L 

A ' 

Dr Wild, in his‘elegy, hath thefe lines. 
Methinks I hear beheaded faints above 
Call to each othery Sirs, make room for Lovfi. 
Who when he came to tread the fatal Jlage, 
( Which prov’d his glory and his en mtes rage) 
His blood ne'er run to's heart ; Chrijl's blood was there,- 
Reviving it; his own was all to fpare; 
Which, rifmg in his cheeks did feem to fay. 
Is this the blood you thirfl for ? Take't 1 pray, 
Spoliators in his looksfich life didfee, 
That they appear'd more like to die than he. 
Light'ning which fill'd the air with blazing light. 
Did fervefor torches at that difmal night; 
In which and all next day, for many hours, 
Heav'n groan'd in thunder, and did weep in Jhowers : 
Nor do I wonder that God thundered fo. 
When's Boanerges murder'd lay below. 

437. Mrs. Joyce Lewis, being condemned to be burnt 
the Proteftant religion in queen Mary’s reign, when 

*1 ic heard that the writ for her execution was come, {lie 
Q 2 
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faid to her friends, “ As for death I fear It not; for whej' 
I behold the amiable countenance of JeFus Chrift mi1 

dear Saviour, the ugly face of death doth not mud r 
trouble me.” 

38. BulHnger of Zurich, in his ficknefs faid'to hiJ 

friends, “ If the Lord will make any further ufe of mj I 
and my miniftry in his church, I will willingly obey him “ 
but if he pleafe (as I much defire) to take me out of thi ,T 

miferable life, I fhall exceedingly rejoice, that he plea 1 

feth to take me out of this corrupt and wretched age ’ 
to goto my Saviour Chrift. For (faid he) if Socrate! 
was glad when his death approached, becaufe (as h»' 
thought) he fhould go to Homer, Hefiod, and other learn1! 

ed men, whom he expelled to meet with in the othe1 i’ 
world; how much more do I joy, who am fure that “ 
ihall fee my Saviour Jefus Chrift, as alfo the faints, pa • 
triarchs, prophets, apoftles, and all the holy men wh«f 
have lived from the beginning of the world ? Now, whei1 

I am fure to fee them, and to partake of their joys, wh;f 
ftiould I not willingly die to enjoy their perpetual fodet; ‘ 
and glory ?” 

39. Mr Theodore Beza, a famous pallor in Geneva F 
when he apprehended the approach of death, re.vifed hi * 
will; and fo, eafing himfelf of all worldly thoughts who!' 
ly betook himfelf to expecft the time of his departure'' 
which he had much longed for. He oft ufed the apoftlc; ‘ 
faying, “ We are his workmanlhip, created in Chrif1 

Jefus unto good works.” And that of Auguftine, Domin'' 
quod cxpijii perfidy ne in portu nnttfragium accidat. “ Lore- 
perfe£l what thou haft begun, that I fuffer not fhipwrecl i’ 
in the haven.” And that faying of Bernard ; Domimx 

fequemur te, per te, ad te. Te, quin veritas \ Per te, quit } 
via : Ad tey quia vita. “ Lord we will follow thee, b]' 
thee, to thee. Thee, becaufe thou art the truth ; bt 
theebecaufe thou art the way ; to thee, becaufe thou ar* 
the life.” 

40. Melan&hon of Wittemberg, Luther’s dear compa! “ 
nion, faid, “ That he much longed to be diffolved ; an<‘ 
that for two reafons: 1/?, That he might enjoy the much; 1 
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5. Jfired prefence and fight of Chrift, and of the heavenly 
. Wch. idlyy That he ipightbe freed from the cruel and 

- ,j iplacable difcorrlsof divines.” 
41. Mr John Bradford, a minifterand martyr in queen 

Gary’s reign, when the keeper told him, that the next 
, .y he was to burn in Smithfield, he put off his cap,, and 
, ting up Bis eyes to heaven, faid, I thank God for it, it 
j jmes not now to me on a fudden, but as a thing waited 
. ir every dav and hour ; the Lord make me worthy there- 

One CreiTwell offering to interpofe for him, and de- 
4 ing to know what hisrequeft was, he faid, c< I have no 

. queft to make'; if the queen give me my life, I willthank J fr ; if fhe will baniflt me, I will thank her ; if file burn 
.. e, I will thank her; if file will condemn me to perpe- 

sal imprifonment, I will thank her.’’ The chancellor 
^■effing him to do as others had done, in hopes of the 
"aeen’s mercy ; die faid, “ My lord, I defire mercy with 
.j tod's mercy, that is, without doing or faying any thing 
l ainfl God and his truth. But mercy with God’s wrath, 

tod keep me from.—God’s mercy (added he) I defire, 
'Kl alfo would be glad of the queen’s favour, to livj as a 
.jifijeft without dog on confcience; but otherwife the 
j prd’s mercy is better to me than life. Life in his dif- 
I iafure is worfe than death, and death with his favour is 
t fie life.” ; 
.) 5 In his letter to Dr Cranmer, Dr Radiy, and Dr Lati- 
rJf r, he hath thefe words ; Our dear brother Rogers hath 
("ttken the ice valiantly. This day, or to-morrow at the 

‘ ^termoft, hearty Hooper,fincere Saunders, and trufty Tay- 
: r, will end their courfe, and receive their crown. The 
.bet am I, who hourly look for the porter to open me the 

• iltcs after them, to enter into the defired relt. God foj- 
| hee memy uuthankfulnefs for this exceeding great mercy, 

hough I fuffer juftly,.(for I have been a great hypocrite, 
trhankful, CsV. the Lord pardon me, yea,^ hatli done it 
hathdoneitindeed), yet whatievilhath i^done ? Chrifl:, 

;hom the prelates perfecute, his truth which they hate in 
‘to, hath done no evil, nor deferved death. O what am 

* Lord, that thou fliouldlL thus magnify me ? Is it thy 
Q 3 
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wont, to fend for fudr a wretched hypocrite in a fiery . 
chariot, as thou didit fend for Elias ?” 

In one of his meditations, after confeffing of fin, faith; 
he, O what now ip,ay we do ! defpair ? no, for thou artife 
God, and therefore good ; thou art merciful, and there-r fore thou forgiyeft fin : with thee there is mercy and pro^i; 
pitiation, and therefore thou art worfhipped. Whea A- : 
dam finned, then gaveft him mercy before he defired it 51 
and wilt thou deny us mercy, who now defire the fame jei 
Adamexcufed his fault, and aceufed thee*, but weaccufe it 
ourfidves, and excufe thee ; and fitall we be fent empty y 
away ? How often in the wildernefs didft thou fpare If- t; 
rael, and defer thy plagues at the requeft of Mofes, when . 
the people themfclvcs made no petition to thee ? Now^ b ■we do not only make our petitions to thee, but alfo have ast 
Mediator, far above MofesJ to appear for us, even Jefu^ to 
Chritt thine own Sop; and Ihallwe (dear Lord) deparlfc 
alhamed iU-O merciful Lord, for thine own glory, fufFeir 
not the enemy of thy Son Chrift, the Romiih AntichriftjE 
thyis wretchedly to delude and draw from thee our pool it 
brethren, for whom thy dear Son once died, fffr. Suffetofc 
him not tofeduce the fimple fort with his fond opinion^ 
that his falfe gods, his blind, mumbling, feigned religionii? 
or his foolilh fuperftition, doth give him fuch conqueftS;k 
fuch viftories, and fuch triumphs over us. But, O Lord; | 
this is thy righteous judgment, to punilh us with the ty-i 
rannical yoke of blindnefs, becaufa we have call away front If 
us the fweet yoke of the wholefome words of thy Son ouVc 
Saviour.” t 

In his letter to Mrs Anne Ware up, he faith, ‘ My ftaf f 
ftandeth at the door. 1 look continually for the Iheriff tq 
qome for me ; aifd I blefs God l am refiuy for him.—Novi». ge l to pra£tife that which I have preached.-—Now I am jv 
climbing up the Hill; it will caufe me puff and blow before if 
I come to the dm'. The hill is fteep and high, my breatij i 
is fhort, and my'TFrength is. feeble. Pray therefore to th< t 
Lord for me, that, as I have now through his goodnefsel t. 
vsn almoft come to the top, 1 may by his grace b« 1. 
firengthened, not to reft till I come where I Ihould be.’ 
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1 j He was lingular for hurnility and felf abafement, though 
.moft eminent faint. He fubfcribed fome of his letters, 

i ^he most miferable, hard-hearted, unthankful finner, John 
r it jfadford. A very painted hypocrite, John Bradford. Mi- 

•■jrrhnuspeccatory John Bradford. rIhe finfuljohn Brad- 
. ord. 
J, 42. Mr Edward Deering, a little before his death, faid 

6 hisffiends, “ As for my death, I blefs God I fed and 
>; ind fo much inward joy ,and comfort to my foul, that, if 
t' were put to my choice, whether I would die or live, I 
i vould a thoufand times rather choofe death than life, if it 
hjiay stand with the holy will of God.” 
3 43. Mr Robert Rollock, whena dying, prayed, Lord, I 
,,aave hitherto feen but darkly in the glafs of thy word, 
1 tow grant that Imay enjoy the eternal fruition of thy coun- 

it enance, which I have fo much'defired and Jonged for. 
'ittfaste, Lord, and do not tarry ; I am wea-y both of nights 
1 nd days ; come, Lord Jefus, that I may come to thee, f, 3reak thefe eye-strings, and give me others ; I defire to 
rbe diffolved, and to be with thee ; hafte, Lord Jefus, and 
r defer no longer. Go forth, my weak life, and let a better 
jt^icceed. O Lord Jefus, thrust thy hand into my body, 
jAnd take my foul tothylelf. O my fweet Lord, fet this i.foul of mine free, that it may enjoy her hufband.” 
l,j 44. Galeacius Caracciolus, marquis of Vico, when a- tdying, took Itis leave of his wife, and all,his Chriftian 
jlFriends, telling them, that he would lead them the way 
* fo heaven. And he cried to Jefus Chrift, that, “ As he had fought him all his life, fo now he would receive and 
iiiacknowledge him as his own.” 
18 45- The famous Lord DuplefTis in France, when a-dy- . ting, Was much concerned for the church of God in diftrefc, 
n praying earneftly for her deliverance. He particularly 

bleffed fuch of his grandchildren as were following the ftu- 
Idi'cs of learning, laying, that he was sflured they Ihould 
be blefled with thc-bieijings both of* heaven above, and of .the eartlrbeneath.” When a miniller fpokeof the fervice 
Jie haddonc the church by his writingsj he Laid, “ Alas, 
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what was there of mine in that work ? Say not, that itv 
was I, but God by me.’ . Then, lifting up his hands above t his head, he cried three times, “ Mercy, mercy, mercy.”, , 
Adding, “ that he did it, ;to fhew that it was the alone ,,,1 
mercy of God to which he had recourfe.”—And declar- ‘c ed, that his faith was altogether founded upon tlie good-K 
nefs of God in Jefus Chrift, who by the Father had been l 
made unto him, as to all others that believe in him, wif- f(i dom, righteoufnefs, fantflification, and redemption.—“ A- 5 way (faid he) with all merit ; I call for nothing but mercy, ^ 
free mercy.” When one was blefling God for giving him i,? 
fuch peace and comfort at his end, he faid, I feel, I feel \ 
what I fpeak. As to his faith of the truths of God, he faid, [- 
“ He was entirely perfuaded thereof, by the demonftra- t tion of God’s holy Spirit, which was morepower/ul, more 1 j 
clear, and moye certain,, than all the demonftrations of, j, 
Euclid.” When.fecretly praying, he was overheard fay-I 
ing in broken fentences, “ I fly. I fly to heaven. Let the . 
angels carry, me to the bofom of my Saviour ” After- | 
wards, he faid, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth, and I I [. 
fhall fee him with thefe eyes, Hijle oculis; which words 
he repeated four or five times. 

46. Jerome of Prague, when he was fattened to, the II 
ftake, and the executioner began to kindle a fire behind i | 
him,he bade him kindle it before his face. “ For (faid d 
he) if I had been afraid of it, I had not come to this place, ) l 
having had fo many opportunities offered me to efcape ij. 
it.” 

47. Mr Hooker, a minifter in New England, when one ,t that flood weeping at his bed-fide, when he lay a-dying, i. 
faid to him, Sir, you are going Jo receive the reward of 
all your labours ; he replied, “Brother, I am going to re- L 
cejve mercy.” 

48. Mr Heron, another minifter there, when dying, j t and leaving a family of many fmall children •, his. poor a 
wife fell a-weeping, and faid, Alas ! what will become .-L 
of a’l thefe children ? Heprefently and pleafantly replied,' ^ 
“ Never fear ; he that feeds the young ravens, will not 1 
ftarve the young Herons.” And indeed it came to pafs ; 
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: |cordingly. It was an ancient obfervation concerning the 
nglifh martyrs under the bloody Marian perfecution. 
That none of them went more joyfully to the itafce, than 

- lofe who had the greateft families to commit unto the 
• lord.” 
• ? 49. Chryfostom, when the emprefs Eudoxa, (an Arian) 
‘nt a threatening meflage to him, he faid, “ Go tell her, 

• nifi peccatum timeo, I fear nothing but fin.” When he ■ ras fentenced to banifiiment, he faid,None of thefe things 
fouble me *, for I faid before within myfelf, If the em- 1 frefs will, let her banilh me ; the earth is the Lord‘s and 1 refulnefs thereof. If Ihe will, let her faw me afunder ; 

I faiah was fo ufed ; If Ihe will, let her caft me into the 
:a: I will remember Jonah : If Ihe will, let her call me 

• hto a burning fiery furnace, or to the wild beads : the 
hree children and Daniel were fo ferved ; If Ihe will, let 

' ter done me, or cutoff my head ; I have St. Stephen and 
be Baptid for my companions. If Ihe will, let her take 
iway all my fubdance ; Naked came I out of my mother’s 
Ifomb, and naked Ihall I return thither again. 

But I mnd break off. for time would fail me to enu- 
tterate the many indances of the faith, love, patience, ; Hope, courage, and condancy of the faints and martyrs 
iff Jefus, when in the view of death. Some have told the ■ jerfecutors, “ That they might pull the hearts out of 
jheir bodies, but they could never pluck the truth out of 
heir hearts.’’ Others have faid, “ That if every hair of 
heir heads were men, they Ihould all fuffer death for Chrift : ind his truths.—-Oh (faid one of them) can 1 die but once 
p Chrid 
? To conclude; let thefe examples prompt us to feek 
'race from God, and make it our earned dudy to imitate 
ind follow fuch a Cloud of Witneffes, that we may die 

.iMartyrs in tefolution, our graces may be mod lively at 
the lad, our evening-fun may Ihine brighted, and we may 
!ro offthedage glorifying God, and leaving a fweet favour 
behind us, as thefe famous worthies, whofe praife is in the 
rhurches, have done before us. 
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Direct. VIl. Let dying perfons be muck in prayer aud eja- ’ 
cuiations to God. 

PR YER is the native breath of renewed fouls ; it i:r 

as neceflary to rheir fpiritual life, as breath is to th^ 1 

natural life, Lam. iii 56. “ Hide not thine ear at m^' 
breathing^” The firll thing a child of God doth, when11 

he is new born, is to breathe by prayer. A£ls ix. u,K 

“ Behold he prayeth. ’ And it is alfo his laft work in the J1 

world to pray, Adis vii. 59, 69 “ And they (toned Ste-: 
phen, calling upon God, and faying, Lord Jefus, receive1 

my fpirit. And he kneeled down, and cried^wifh a loudf1 

voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. And when ^ 
he had faid this, he fell aileep.” A dying Chriftian hath lu 

many to pray for ; he is to pray for the church of Godi,! 
for his friends and relations, and alfo for his enemies, as 1 

Stephen ditl ; of which I fpak? before. But efpecially hea 

muft pray for himfelf, that fin may be forgiven, and that 
he may have fafe condudl through the dark valley. I1 
have heard of fome that have been found dead upon their 1 
knees : a noble pofture to die in ! How agreeable is it, to 
enter praying into the land of praife ? So did Stephen, 
yea, fo did our blefled Saviour himfelf ; “ Father, forgive^ 
them, for they kpow not what they do. Father, into thy 
hands I commend my fpirit.” The laft words that holy* I 
Ulher uttered were, « But Lord, in fpecial forgive tnyi 

fins of omiffion.” “ Lord, faid dying Beza), perfe£t that4 
which thou haft begun, that I fuffer not fhipwreck in the; 
haven.” I remember to have read of an old minifter, when11 

he found death approaching, he faid, “ I defire to die likei; 

the poor thief, crying to the crucified Jefus for mercy. I- 
am nothing, I have nothing, I can do nothing, except11 

what is unworthy. My eye, and hope, and faith, is to*t! 

Chrift on his crofs. I bring an unworthinefs like that of il 
the poor dying thief unto him, and have no more to plead ^ 
than he. Like the popr thief crucified with him, I am wai-i 
ting to be received by the infinite grace of my Lord, into< 
his kingdom,” Let us in like manner die, crying to a. 
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fucified Jefus for mercy, Lord, remember me, now thou 

, ft in thy kingdom. ; O dying Chriftian, remember the time of prayer is near 
n end ; after death there will be no more occafion for ' rayer. O then beg that the fpirit of prayer may be fo 

.pureddown upon you atthistime, that you may be enabled 
j> pour out your heart before God, both for yourfelf and 

Others. O how earneftly fhouldyou pray then, when you 
, re taking your leave of prayer ! Mind the example which 
our Redeemer gave you j it was before his death that he 

, ffered up prayer and fupplications with flrong crying 
, jnd tears unto God. I acknowledge, fick and dying per- 
jSns are frequently out of cafe for making prayers of any 
.Ireat length or continuance, (which confideration Ihould 

iccite us to the greater diligence in prayer in the time 
j f our health ; and therefore they ought to be the more 
.requent and fervent, in fhort and fuitable ejaculation* 
nd petitions to God, as their exigencies do require. 

jlowe Meditations and Ejaculations, and 
V, dying perfons, and especially for a dying believer. 

LORD, thou art the God of my life, and haft the 
j keys of death in thy hand. Thou haft meafured 
he length of my life, and appointed the hour of my death, 

y phe number of my months and days is with thee, and 
|jhou haft appointed the bounds over which I cannot 
i »afs. 

What is my life but a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
jBme, and then vanifheth away ? At the longeft, how Ihort 
i 5 it! and at the ftrongeft, how weak ! “ What man is it 
[ |iat liveth here, and fhall not fee death ? When a few 
j ;ays are come. I will go the way whence I lhall not re- 
, !urn ” God hath decreed it, fin hach deferved it, my frail- 
: y demonftrates it, death’s harbingers proclaim it, and I 
j puft experft it. 

• , There is no difcharge in this war, no exemption from 
(eath’s ftroke. Death’s mefiengers are come to warn me, 

! hat my laft day and hour draweth nigh. The found of 
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their maftef’s feet is behind them. This clayhonfe muf, 
be ( iflblved, my foul diflodged, and my place here fhaT 
fcn<?w me no more : I will be quietly as water fpilt on th r ground, that cannot be gathered up again. 

O that I maybe fuitably exercifed in my prefent weal), 
and dying condition ! When my flelh faileth, and my hear , 
fainteth within me, O that God may be the flrength a 
my heart, and portion for ever ! When the keepers o i 
the houfe do tremble, let God watch over it, and be thl 
keeper of my foul ! When the grinders do ceafe, becaufi j. 
they are few, let my foul be fed with manna from heaven r When the daughters of mufic are brought low, let my.louj [. 
be difpofed for hearing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb j. 
in the temple above. When thefe that look out at thi j 
windows are darkened, let the eyes of my foul beenlighti f. 
ened to >behold, with the dying martyr Stephen, the hea - 
vens opened, and the glorious jefus ftanding on the righ j,, 
hand of iGod, making interceffion for me, and ready t<jti receive me. Let my hope and 4efire look out at the win | 
dows,and fay, <* Why is his chariot fo long a-coming U 
and why tarry the wheels of his chariot ? Make hafte, tm if. beloved, and be thou dike a roe or a young hart on th^ 
mountains of Berber. 

O that I may obferve the affii&ing hand of God in mil, 
prefent ficknefs ! Surely affli&ion cometh not out of thijj. 
duft, nor doth trouble fpring out of the ground. O Lord! c rebuke me not in thine indignation, nor chaften me in th] [: 
hot difpleafure. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I an, 
weak ; and heal me, for my bonas are vexed. When thoi? 
with* rebukes rloft correft man for iniquity thou make! f, 
his beauty to confume away like a moth ; furely ever; 5j 
man is vanity. The forrows of my heart are enlarged-, C ^ 
bring me out of my diftrefles. Look upon my afflidHol 
and my pain, and forgive all my fin. 1 look for fympa ^ 
thy to my great High Priest, who is touched with thjfi 
feeling of my infirmities. My help and strength is i| 
him. 

Othat, when I am T may not defptfc the chalt, 
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gening of the Lord, nor faint when I am rebuked of him! 
^et me hear the rod, and him that hath appointed it Let 
me kifs the rod, and accept of the punilhment of mine 
iniquity. O that in my affli&ion I may be helped to 
humble myfelf greatly before the God of my fathers, and c make a true and penitent confeffion of my fins ! s Oh ! what Thail I fay to thee, O thou Preferver of men? 
J will fay, Lord, be merciful to me ; heal my foul, for I 
have‘finned againft thee. I acknowledge, that through 1 an evil heart of unbelief, I have many a time departed a- ■ way from the living God. O how vainly and foolifhly 

‘•have! lived in the World ! How latulh of my precious 
Mime! How unmindful of my latter-end! How carelefk 
npf my immortal foul 1 How little in preparation for eter- 
Jtfcity ! Oh, my own heart condemns me, my fins teflify a- 
ikainfl me ; and thou who knoweft them better than I do ■jmyfelf, together with their feveral aggravations, mighteft 
jjuftly condemn me too. But my comfort is, that with 1 thee the Lord there is mercy, that thou mayefl be feared; 
and with thy Son there is plenteous redemption : where- 

•''fore, for his fake, be pleafed to forgive me all my by-pafi: 
s rranfgreffions, whether in thought, word, of deed, thofe T 
remember, and thofe I have forgotten, and let them never 

iHe charged on me to my fhame and confufion in this world, f aor to my everlafting ruin in that which is to come. Lord, 
i forgive the foIHes of my childhood, the extravagancies of 
"iby youth, and all the iniquities of my riper years. 
1 Oh ! I am polluted with fin, and dare not appear before 
)God with my own filthy ragsxppfcn rre. When Adam loft 
d he garment of original righteoufnefs, he fled from God, 
ijj nd dfeaded the fummons of often ded juitice. Now, there 

5 no appearing before God with acceptance, but in the 
t [atment of his Son my elder brother. None can have 
iMoldnefs to enter into the holieft of all, but by the blood 
|f Jefus. O enable me to difclaim whatfoever duties I i. ave performed, or graces I have exercifed, and'to rely on 

crucified Chrift alone for pardon and lire. Though tlpu 
1 layefl me, let me die trufting inland cleaving to a crucified 
dus. r 

R 
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Now the powers of darknefs will feek to raifc tempefls 

to fhipwreck the veflel of my foul, when it would enter 
into the eternal haven ; O that like the wife mariners, wheii 
the ftoim approacheth, I may endeavour to fecure the vef-1 

Lei with the anchorsof faith and hope fattened on the Rock1 

Chrift ! • 
O that, when the time of combat with my laft enemj! 

cometh, I may above all take the (hield of faith, whereby 
1 may befheltered from the fting of death/and mayquenct * 
the fiery darts of the wicked one i 

O that the Lord of hofts, the Captain of my falvatioq; 
may be with me in my laft conflift, and ratty help me ti 
put on the whole armour of Gsd, and give me fkill to ufj 
it, that I mpybe able to Hand in the evil day ! Teach nr; 
hands to war, and my fingers to fight, that through thee,! 
may do valiantly, and tread down all mine enemies. C 
that now I may fo finifti my courfe, and fight the gob L 

fight of faith, that at death I may receive the crown c ; 
righteoufnefs, which the righteous Judge will give to a!' 
that love his appearing. >0 that my faith may ripen into 1 
full aflurance, that I may go off the ftage with joy, an1 

an abundant entrance may be adminiftrcd unto me int1 

the kingdom of my Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ! 
O that the night of my Ideath may fhine bright with th : 

fpafkling ftarsof heavenly graces! Lord, increafe my fait! 
let the pilgrim’s ftaff of faith be neverout of my hand,!;1' 
I come to my journey’s end. O let me get Chrift all 
my arms, like old Simeon before his death, that I may fa 
like him,.“ Now let thy fervant depart.in peace ; for mil 1 

eyes have feen thy falvation.’ Kindle the fire of heavenr 
love in my foul, and give me a tafte of heavenly joys. 5 

for one beam of thy fight, to banifh away all my doub^ 
and fears ! Lord, let in fomething of heaven to my fov; 
before itfelf go into heaven. 

Lord, take me not out of this life till thou haft fitt 1 ' 
me for a better. May I be fitted for heaven before I leaf: 
the earth, and finifh my work before 1 finifh my courfj* 
Make me ready to meet thee at thy coming, that fo thy c j* 
ming may not be the-matter of my terror^ but the mat'1 
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' ipf my hope, defires, and joyful expectations. O that I 
;may be in a longing frame for that blefled time, when he' 
• will come, and put a period to all my fins, forrows, trou- 
I Jles, and temptations here; and when I fhall exchange 
my prefentbeing in the body, for an everlafting being- 

with the Lord ! Lord* ftrengthen my faith and hope, that 
j b neither the fweetnefs of life, the pain of death, nor ap- 
| prehenfions about my future (late, may make me unwil- 

,ing to die. Is my Redeemer afeended, and gone before 
„ me to prepare a place for me why then fho«ld I be floth- 

Ful to go in, and poflefs the good land ? ■ Mercy hath filled up all my life, and brought me near 
j Lo the end of it ; Olet it not leave me now, when all the 
j enjoyments of the world are nothing to me, and I am to 
«ltake an everlafting farewell of them all. Now one fmite 
. of thy face, one tafte of thy love, would be ftrength and 
joy to my departing foul. O remember the word to thy 
fervant, upon which thou haft*fcaufed me to hope; hafi: 
thou not faid,“ I will never leave thee, nor forfake thee?'* 

„0 fulfil this word to me In the time of my need. Olet 
. me never go off the ftage with a heavy heart, or a guilty 
lOonfcience; but may I depart in peace, and fleep in Je- 

vfus. Let me breathe out my departing foul to thee, and 
illruft in thy hand and fafe-keeping : and let my flefh reft 
in hope of rifing glorioufly at the laft day, through him 
who is the refurreiftion and the life, the Lord Jefus Chrift. ! Love and praife is the exercife of faints forever ; may 
I be acquaint with it here ! O {hall I not love and praife 
him, who hath forgiven all my iniquities, healed all my 
difeafes, redeemed my life from deftruClion, and crowned 

line with loving-kindnefs and tender mercies? He hath 
caufed goodnefs and mercy follow me all the days of my 
Sife ; and {hall I not follow him with praifes at the end 
of it ? 

. I Now the time of my departure is at hand, and the lamp 
i of life is ready to be extinguiftied. O that I may die in 
faith, that whether the lamp go out of its own accord, or 
by fome fudden blaft, it may be lighted again by the im-* 
anortal beams of the Sun of righteoufnefs i And though I 

R a 
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be overtaken with the fleep of death, and lie. down in the 
bed of the grave , yet lhall l awake again in the morning, 
of the refurreftiOn, that morning which fhall never be 
fucceeded by an.evening when I (hall behol^hy face in 
righteoufnefs, and be eternally fatisfied with TOy likenefs. 

Mow I am going the way of all the earth, ready to launch, 
forth into eternity, where I fhall be fixed in my everjaf- 
ting condition. _ Grant me, Lord, the perfect ufe of my 
fenfes, of my reafon and underil;anding, .that I may glorify 
thy name, and edify my neighbours to the laft moment of 
my departure. And now, when I am to confH£t .with the; 
king of terrors, A) fopport and aflift me in my foreft.ex- 
tremities and laft agonies. O mercifully mitigate death’d 
pangs, and let my paffage be. eafy, and my landing fafe< 
Stand by me in my dying moments and fuccour my foul jj 
in thy, hands from all its deadly enemies. And when j v 
am numbered among the dead, let- me alfo he numbered 
among the redeemed and bleficd. of the Lord forever. ; 

O Lord, thou determineft both the bounds of man’s life. 
!jmd the bounds ot his habitation, it a nair or my neac^i 
cannot fall to^the ground without thy providence, far left a 
can my whole body fall into-the grave without it. Thoi’ll 
haft told me pkinly, that I muft die ; but mercifully haf * 

^concealed the time, place, and manner, that I might aL« 
ways (land upon my guard, every hour expe£f thy coming h 
and have my accounts in my hand, always prepared to giv» 
them up to thee my Judge. Juftly mighteft thou hav ‘ 
fnatched me away by afurprifing call, and hidden ftroke < 
but in thy goodnefs thou giveft me warning, and time ti * 
fet my houfe and foul in order. O gracioufly finifh wha'i 
is now wanting of the wrork of thy grace in my heart an k 
foul, and throughly accomplifh and furnifli me to appea »o 
in thy blefled prefence. May I now die to fin every hou»; • 
that I may not die for fin hereafter. Caufe fin wholly t« 
die before me, that it may not rife in judgmentagainft m ' 
after death. 

O God, be thou my refuge and ftreligth, and a very pri , 
fenthelp in trouble ; and then I will not fear though thi 
waters of affliftion rage,, and be troubled, and^thoughaj 
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: fhe mountains of earthly comforts (hake with the fwelling 
i thereof. There is a ri ver, the dreams whereof (hall make - 
' glad the city of God. Q let my foul dwell befide thefe li- 1 ying dreams, and drink of them for ever. In the valley 
• of the (liadow of death, Lord, be thou prefent as the good 
| Shepherd with thy guiding rod, and fupporting ftaff; and 
• (nake my departure eafy, and full of peace and hope. Lord 
(tarry me fafe through the dark paflage upon which I am: 
(entering, and let me find it a gate of glory, a door opened 
^Into the everlafting kingdom and joy of the Lord. Lord 
^efus, receive my fpirit, and let it be prefented, judified, 
‘ and fpotlefs to the Father, that it may come to the fpirits 
ipfjudmen made .perfeft, and join with them in Tinging ;,lhe new fong, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was (lain, and 
‘hath redeemed us to God by his blood, to receive power, 

4 honour, glory, and blelfing for ever. Amen.” 
Some Meditations for drooping Believers, when death is near. 

. Ravellers, who have met with many dorms, troubles 
JL and dangers in their journeys, rejoiceWhen they corrrc. ,tSkear to their ow^ country ; and (hall not I, a dranger 

find pilgrim, that hath been long wandering in a wilder- 
| *efs, be glad when I come near my blefled home, my dear 
, inends, and eternal habitation ? 
?,h With what cheerfulnefs do feme women endure the 
.f iiains of child-bearing, being fupported with the hopes of 
jifchild’s being born in the world ? And what is the joy 

*f a man-child being brought into this finful and miferable 
-yorld, to the joy of a fanftified foul’s being bronght out 

*f it into heaven for ever ? It, is pleafant when the hard 
.Ivinter goeth over, the meflengers of the fpring, the fing. 

^ pg of birds doth come : and (hall not I rejoice, when Tick- 
.jefs and forerunners of death do tell me, that the winter 
-if my darknefs and trouble is pad, and the fummer of 
ny eternal light and joys is at hand ? 

What though death be the king of terrors ? is not glo- 
i ious Chrift the King 0f comforts ? Have uet 1 met alrea. • 

K 3 
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dy with this bleffed King ; and why (hould I fear to meet 
with the other ? O let my ftrength and fupport at this time 
come from Chrifl:, my covenanted Redeemer. 

O Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes from’, 
tears, and my feet from falling ! O bring me out of the mi- 
ry clay, fet my feet upon a rock, and eftabliih my goings* • 
and put a new fong in my mouth, even praifes to our 
God ! 

If Jacob went down fo cheerfully into Egypt, when God. 
had faid unto him, “ Fsar not to go down, for I will go : 
down with thee, and I will bring thee up again,’’ why 
{hould a believer fear to go down to the grave, when God 
hath undertaken to go down with him thither, and to bring; 
him up again ? His body may be turned into dull, but 
God is in covenant with his dull, and will not fuffcr the,', 
leaft particle of it to be loft. 

Arenof the righteous taken away from the evil to come?: 
.Do they not reft in their beds, and enter into peace? Why* 
then fhould I grudge at dying ? When the Lord is to 
bring heavy wrath and judgments upon a land, he ffe-* 
iJXnmtly houfeth many of his people in heaven before hand: . 
and how happy are thefe that win the houfe before the • 
{weeping hail-fhower doth fall'. A believer needeth not to. 
look for any fettled fair weather in this world : it will he ■ 
nothing but one {bower up, pndjanother down, fill ye be; 
houfed in heaven. G why then fhould I linger in this wil- 
dernefs ! 

How highly dignified is the believer, in being made art 
heir of God,and a joint heir with hispwn Son Jefus Chrifl: 
fo that Chrift and the believer do, as"it were, divide hea- 
ven betwixt them ; they have the fame Father, dwell in 
the fame throne, and partake of the fame glory. O whal 
honour is this, which is put upon a worm of the earth ! Il 
is indeed but little that the young heir enjoys of the in, herrtance while in this world ; no more than will ferve ft! 
bear his charges to Leaven, sphere he (hall-get allj forgel v 
his prefent ftraits, and remember his poverty no more. C 
why then fhould not 1, like a young heir, be looking ane losing for the expiring of m.y minority, when I {hall arfj 



MAN’S COMP ANTON 175 
I rive at ripe age, and enter upon the full pofleffion of the 

inheritance i O that I could fend out faith and hope, thefe 
two faithful fpies, to furvey the promifed land, or at leaft 
to vifit the borders of my elder brother’s country ! what ■ an encouraging-report w»ould; they bring back ! My glo^ 

, rious Lord is gone, he hath left the earth,- and entered in- 
to his glory ; my brethren and friends have many of them; 

: arrived; there allb. How great is the difference betwixt 
my flate and theirs ' I am groaning out my complaints* 

; but they are Tinging God’s praife : I am in darkneifs, and 
Cannot fee God ; but they are in light, and fee him face 

1 to face. O my Lord, fhall I ftay bsehind, when they are 
j ! gone ? Should I be fatisffed'to wander in the wildernefs* 

; far diftant from my Father and my God, when they are 
: triumphing above, dividing the fpnil ? No, I will look ftili 

after them with a fledfoft eye, and cry, O Lord, how long? 
I will wait now in hope, yea, rejoice in the forethoughts, 
of the- day, when my minority fhall be expired, my piigri-* 

; 1 mage finiftied, my banifbment over, that I may get home 
. * to my country and: friends above. 

What though my days be dark and gloomy now, my 
winter be fharp and ftormy ? why, it is butfhort, and 

311 near over ; the eternal fummer approacheth: the long day, 
: the Mgh fun, and the fair garden of my well-beloved,above 
: thefe vifible heavens, will quickly make amends for al!. Let 

me get up by faith, and vifit the new land, view the fair ci- . 
ty, and behold the white throne, and the Lamb that fits 

1 . thereon, thatfl may rejoice in hope of the glory of God. } Shall many of the heirs of wrath go fmging and rejoic- 
i'| ing to hell ; and will an heir of God ga drooping and for- 
5rowing to heaven ? Ob, let me not, by my behaviour on a 
if death-bed, bring up a bad report upon Chfift’s good way, 
ft W»d the land which he hath purchafed. Have I fuch great and precious promifes left me, and 
Sn fhall I not live and feed upon them- in the timeof my need ? Shall I not truft the word of him that is faithful and true ? 
0 Hath he not faid to me, “When thou paffitst through the 
k J waters, I will be with thee ; and through the livers they 

, fhall not overflow thee ■, when thou walkest through the 
'j .-J* 
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fire, thou (halt not be burnt; neither ftiall the flame kindle 
upon thee !” When the difciples were fore tofled with 
winds and waves, thou cameft to them in the fourth watch 
of the night, walking on the waters; and when their fears 
were increafed, thou faidft, “ It is I, be not afraid.” Thou 
rebukedlt the winds and there prefently followed a great 
calm. My Redeemers compaffions continue ; his bow- 
els are not (hut up this day more than in the days of his 
fleflt. « Jefus Chrifl is the fame to-day, yefterday and 
for ever.” 

Ah ! I have too little improven my acquaintance with 
precious Chrift in the day of my life ! How ready am I 
to milken and miftake him, when he changes his difpofi- 
tions towards me ! Though I have been long at Chrift’s 
fchool, what (mail proficiency have I made in the work 
and myftery of faith ? How little have I learned to be- 
lieve in the dark, and to drop an anchor at midnight upon 
the Rock of ages, and to look out for the dawning of 
the day ? 

Surely the day (hall break, and the (hadov^ flee away : 
my King cometh, my well beloved is on his way; he hath 
fent his letter before him to warn me of it, faying, “ Be- 
hold I come quickly.” O that like the cold and wearied- 
night watch I may be looking out for the approach of the- 
morning ftar, and the breaking of the eaftern fky ; and 
may be flill crying, “ Even fo come Lord Jefus, come 
quickly.” 

Thou haft ’faid, “ Light is fown for the righteous, and 
gladnefs for the upright in heart.” Surely God’s feed 
fhall not lie always beneath the clods; the time is at hand, 
when it fhall fpring ; and joyful will the crop be at laft. 
O that, like David in afflkdion, I would encourage my- 
fel, in the Lord my God, and fay. “ The Lord liveth, 
bit fled be my rock !” why fhould I droop, while iry Lord 
liveth, and my rock ftandeth ? .My hopes may die, my 
comforts, may die, my gifts die, my riches die, my rela- 
tions die, and.my body die; but good news, “ The Lord 
liveth, bleflcd be my rock l” The difciples had a melan- 
choly time while Chriit was dead, and lying in the grave; 
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(but that fad time is over, he is now rifen, and will die 

1 no more. Nay, he hath proclaimed it for my comfort, 
; faying, “ Fear not, I, am the firft and the laft. 1 am 
he that liveth, at>d was dead ; and behold I am alive for 

: 'evermore, amen; and have the keys of hell and death.” 
When my foul is call down within me, let me rememr 

her God from the land of Jordan, and the hill Mizar:. 
that I may reafon myfelf out of all my fears and difcouragje- 

fments ; for yet, « the Lord will command his fovingktnd- 
ncfs in the day-time, and in the night his fong fhall be 

I with me, and my prayer to the God of my life.” 
“ Why then art thou caft down, O my foul and why 

art thou difquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for T 
-fhall yet praife him, who is the health of my countenance,, 
and my God.” 

Now, when death is at hand, let not my Saviour be 
far off. He who remembered the dying, thief, and fpolfle 
comfortably to him, let him now remember me when he 
is feated in his kingdom, and fay to my foul, “ This day 
taou matt ne wit’n me in paradife.'’ When it. is ablent- 
from the body, let it be prefcnt with the Lord. Let the 
angels, now be ready to do their offlet, to carry my de>. 
parting foul into Abraham’s bofom. Let me now de- 
part, that I may be with Ghrift ; yea, be for ever with the 
Lord, that I may fee his face. Let me dwell these, 

: where they have no night, need no candle, nor light of 
the fun for ever ; where God fhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes,, and there {hall be no more death, neither 
fbrroW nor crying. 

Father, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. By tb® 
l hands of him who hath redeemed it, let it be prefented to thee without fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. 

An addition of fame farther Meditations proper for anyfeh 
i perfon in the view of death. 
THE Lord is pleafed fometimes to calfc men down on 

beds of Gcknefs, and draw the. curtain betwixt the 
world and them, that they may take a. view of their by-pafl: 
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life, and future ftate. Now is it time for me to look in- ^ 
to my foul, and examine my ftate. Oh, how many do . 
mifs falvation, when they think themfelves fure of it! ; 
They miftake a form of godlinefs for the power of it, and ^ 
and thereby deceive themfelves, thinking themfelves feme- 
thing when they are nothing. 

Some come the length as to fhed tears, as Efau did } . 
profefs fair, yea, fight for the Lord, as Saul and Jehu did ; 
wifli for the end of the righteous as Balaam did ; defire , 
God’s people’s bleffing as Pharaoh and Simon Magus did ; 1 
walk foftly, and mourn for fear of judgments, as Ahab ‘ 
did $ joy in gofpel-ordinances, and reform in many things, j 
as Herod did ; prophefy add fpeak well of Chrift as Caia- ( phas and Judas did ; be convinced and tremble at hearing j 
a fermon, as Felix did ; yea, tafte the good word of God, j' 
and the powers ©f the world to come, as apoftates have 
done; and yet for allthefe attainments, remain ftrangers y 
to the faving work of the Spirit of the heart. 

O that the confideration of hypocrites attainments !
{ might alarm me out of my fecurity, and make me reftleis : 

till I find the diftmeuiffiing marks of true grace, and fin- j 
cere faith in my j O that I could fay, there is a prin- y 
ciple in me, th&£ will not fuffer me to build on any foun- * 
dation in the world but Chrift and his righteoufnefs ; that , 
makes me content with Chrift, with all his offices, with t{, 
all his precepts, and with his very crofs tor his fake ! Doth 
the love of Ghrift keep me back from fin, more than the 1 
law, or fear of hell ? Have I aimed at God’s honour in j 
all my aftions, civil, natural and religious ? Ami hum- * 
bled, and denied to mine own will, wit credit, eafe and , 
honour, and to all the enjoyments of the wmld ? Am I , 
acquaint with the throne of grace, and defiroiis to keep J 
up a conftant correfpondence with it ? O let me not reft f; till I perceive thefe things in my foul which accompany k, 
falvation ? 

G how comfortable would it be to me now, if I could , 
fay with good Hezekiah in his ficknefs, “ Remember i 
now, O Lord, how I have walked before thee in truth, 
and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good 



MAN’S COMPANION 
: in thy fight ?” O that I could pray, and fay with Jefus 
any Saviour, when in the view of death, “ Father, I have 
glorified thee on earth ; I have finifhed the work which 
thou gaveft me to do : and now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own felf, with the glory which thou hadfi: 
ordained for me before the world was !” 

Alas, Lord, I muft confefs, my iniquities have gone up 
above mine head ; my mifpent time, my urifruitfulnefs 
Jander the means of grace, and waterings of ordinances, 
play caufe me to cry out, Wo is me for the leannefs of 
my foul, and barrennefs of my heart! I have been an empty 
Vine, bringing forth fruit only to myfelf. I have hid my 
Lord’s money, and threfore deferve the doom of the 
wicked and llothful fervant. J3ut my relief is in my 
Surety’s righteoufnefs. Blefled be the Lord who hath 
fent his Son to blefs thofe who by nature lie under the ■ curfe, and to intercede for thofe that cannot fpeak for 
themfelves, O how fuilable is he to my foul’s cafe ! I 
have indeed a multitude of .fins, but he hath a multitude 1 of tender mercies ; I have deep and heipous guilt, but he ! hath a deep fountain for wafhing it out; I am fold under 

' fin, but he hath a ranfom to buy me b^ick again ; my fore ■ is broad, but.his plaifter is anfwerable ; my wound is great, ■ but his balm is excellent. Surely it is my wifdom to go 
to Chrifi: with all my grievances, and always to lie and 1 cry at my Redeemer’s door. 
| O that now, when the fun of my life is fetting, the blef- 

* fed Sun of righteoufnefs may arife and fhine upon my 
foul! Goodnefs and mercy hath followed me while I lived; 

’’ O that Chrift and glory may meet me when I die ! I muft ■ ^acknowledge thy goodnefs ; were this the iaft hour I had 
^ ;to live, and this the laft word I had to fpeak in the world, 

I behoved to fay, Lord thou haft been a merciful and gra- : cious God to me; my whole life hath been a continued 
! itraft of mercy ; Lord, crown the end of it with mercy 

Jalfq.—Sprely the fea is not fo full of water, nor the fun ; fo full of light, as thou art full of grace and mercy. O ! let not my fins ftop the current of thy tender mercies at 
i j ibis-time. Lord, drown all my fins in the fea of Chrift’j 
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blood, thnt my foul may not be funk by them m the o- ■ 
cean of divine wrath. Lord Jefus, embrace my perifliing-li 
foul in thy arms: let thy crofs be my fecurity, and thy ■ 
wounds my refuge. 

O thou that heareft the young ravens which cry, be not ( 
filent to me at this time, left if thou be filent to me, I be | r 
like them that go down to the pit. 

Lord. I am now called to the work I never did; give 
me the ftrength which I never had. Surely it is an im- 
portant matter to die, and my eternal ftate dependeth t> 
upon dying aright. What I do amifs in my life one day, i ! 
I may amend it in the next .' but not fo here, I can die J 
but once ; if I mar this piece of work I cannot come back * 
to mend it again ; if I forget any thing neceflary for my t journey, I cannot return to fetch it. Oh, a wrong ftSp t 
in going out of this life is highly dangerous. In one re- i 
fpeft it is like the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, and can 
never be forgiven : for I cannot come back to mourn for r 
it- Of all the bufinefs I ever undertook, I have moft need 1 
to take care of my dying. 

Oh, is death coming to take down this earthly taberna- { 
cle, and to put one half of me in the dark grave, and the :

l, 
other half of me in heaven or in hell; and {hall I give flecp fc 
to mine eyes, or {lumber to mine eye-lids, till I find my- 
felf in that cafe, that I dare look death in the face, and | 
dare hazard my foul upon eternity ? 

O to have right impreffions of the certainty of death, : and the uncertainty of life ? What is my life but a vapour, 4 
a fand glafs of fixty or feventy years, which will foon run : 
out ? Eternity and the judgment-feat are now hard upon fe 
me. The blaft of the laft trumpet is at hand. There ! 
will ftiortly be a proclamation by one {landing in the f clouds that time (hall be no more.—The world looks big ; 
in mens eyes in time of health ; but when the eye-ftrings 
break, the breath turns cold, and the imprifoned foul 
looks out at the windows of the clay houfe, ready to leap , 
out into eternity, can the world give any fatisfa£lion ? ; 
No, no; a lamp full of oil will be then valued more than » 
a houfe full of gold. The firteft things en earth will then 
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• ippcar nothing but a piece of painted duft, and gilded clay. 

; dow gladly would the greateft worldling, then, give all 
ns gold and filver, riches and honour, for one fight of 
thrift’s fair face,one fmile of his countenance ? O where- 
bre fhould men in health neglcbb the market of grace 
ind flight the pearl of great price ? V/hy Ihoulci they 
pend their money for that which is not bread, and their 
abour for that which fatisfieth not-? 

Lord fave me from the hypocrite’s cafe at death, whofe 
andle of profeflion and of hope burns and blazes fair all 
he way with him, but goeth out in the dark trance of 

t leath; and there he flurribles and falls, and (hall rife no 
t| note. O that my profedfion and hope may be of God’s' 
p treating ! If God light my candle, then fhall my feet be 
5! enlightened through the dark valley, and death nor hell 

fhall not be able to put it out. 
; Lord, fnbdue fin in me, and let it be continually dying 
now that it may certainly be dead before me. God for- 
bid that my fins fhould furvive me ! 

O that when the ftroke of death difiblves my body, my 
jfoul may efcape as a bird o,ut of the fnare of the fowler, 
,and may afeend to the heavenly regions to enjoy God 
liimfelf. 

O let me look through the gates of mortality, and long 
for the jailor’s coming to fet me at liberty. God help me 
jjto overcome the love of life, and fears of death. If my 
Wighbour*lend me any thing, I pay it again with thanks’: find fhall I not reftore my life to God with thanks, who 
hath been pleafed to lend me it fo long ? Arife and let me 
depart, for this is not my reft : heaven is my home, Lord, 
bring me to it; the joys of it are tdo great to enter into 
me, O make me fit to enter into them. 

While I lie on a fick bed, Lord, help me to patience 
in my ficknefs without murmuring. 

How willingly would the damned in hell endnre my 
‘.pains a thouland years, if they had my hopes of being 
laved at laft ! Blefled be God, that my ficknefs is not hell, 
ithat my pains are not eternal. 

O that I may look on my afflidlion as coming frprh the 
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hautf of him that is the Lord of health and of ficknefs, of 
life and, of death; who killeth and maketh alive, bringeth' 
down to the grave, and raifeth up again ? That fovereign 
and wife Lord hath determined the time when my afflic- 
tion fhali end, as well as the time when it began. Thirty-!:: 
eight years were appointed the fick man at Bethefda pool •„ 
eighteen years the woman that Satan kept bound ; twelve1 :: 

years to the woman with the bloody iffue ; ten days tri- : 

bulation to thofe of Smyrna ; three days plague to David. !; 

The number of the godly man’s tears is regiftered in God’s , 
hook yea the hairs in his head are numbered. 

When David got his choice of his own chaftifement, c 

he chofe rather to be corredled by the l^and of ;God, than f 
by any other means, faying, “ Let me fdll into the hands 1 

of the Lord, for his mercies are great.” I was dumb, P 
and opened not my mouth, becaufe thou cfidft it. Glory "• 
to God, that I am fallen into his merciful hand. Hath ' 
God appointed, that man’s coming into the world fliallj ; 
be attended with pain and crying, and his going out of L 

, it with grief and trouble ; and fhali I quarrel at it ? No, I; 
defire humbly to underly the corredlion of mine iniquity 
and to bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have ' 
dinned againft him O that the ficknefs of my body may ; 
be a means of health to my foul ! May I be chaftened of f' 
the Lord, fo that I may not be condemned with the world ! r 

It is good for the believer that he is afflidled, why ? it! 
fprings from divine love, and it works for his ibul’s good,:!’; 
Affliction is a feal of his adoption, and no fign of repro- r 
bation. The pureft gold is ofteft tried, the fweetefl grape 1 

is hardeft prefied, and the truelt Chriftianis heavieft crof-!J 
fed. But O how foon will the Clmftian forget ail his 1 

groans when he comes to heaven ? As foon as Stephen 
law Chrift, though at a diftance, he forgot all his wound®! 
and bruifes ; he minded no more the terror of the Hones, 
about his ears, but fweetly yielded his foul into his Re-i'1 

deemer’s hands. 
I read of many in the gofpel, that by fickneffes and dif-T1 

eafes were driven to Chrift, who, if they had enjoyed* 
health and profpetity, would have negleCtedj like manyv' 
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1 fhers, to come to him. O bleffed is that crofs, that 
, raweth a finner to Chrift to lay open his own mifery, and 
mplore Ch^ft’s mercy. And bleded be that Chrift , 
fho never refufeth the (inner that comefhio him, though 

, (,riven by afflidVion and mifery. To whom (hall fuch a 
3 rftrefled creature as Igo, but to him who is the only phy- 
‘ ician, that can both cure my foul from (in, and my body 

1 rom ficknefs ? 
t ■ Lord, thou never dcniedft thy mercy to any finner that 
- fked it with a penitent heart. There were many forts of 
. Ick finners that came to thfee in the days of thy flefh; the 
,1 ilind, the deaf, the lame, the lepers; thefe that were fick 

f palftes, dropties, fevers, fluxes, and were poflefled with 
: evils : and yet never one of them came crying for mercy, 

i hat went away without his errand, were his fin never fo 
I rear, his difeafe never fo grievous. Nay, fo merciful is 
j ly Redeemer, that he offered and gave his mercy to many 
I iiat never afked it, being moved with the bowels of his 
j wn compaflion, and the fight of their miffr-y; fo dealt he 
.■ >vith the woman of Samaria, the widow of Nain, and the- ' ban that lay thirty-eight years at the pool of Bethefda. 
j^h, if he gave his mercy fo willingly to them that did not 

> iff: it, and was found of them that fought him notr will 
t1 ie deny mercy to my foul that is crying for it ? 
i There is bat a ftep betwixt me and death; Lord, feal ay pardon to :ne, before I go hence, and bo no more. O 
^|raw nigh to me, and fave me : for my foul is full of 
Rouble, and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. Thy* 
f bving-kindnefs is better than life; O make me fure of > lhat, and I will willingly part with this mortal life. 
S O thou who willed; not that any fhould periffi, but that 

11 (hould come to repentance; be pleafed to'make ufe of 
he chaftifemeot of my body, as a naedicine to cure my 
oul, and bring me to a tmeand fincere repentance. One 
py is with thee as a thoufand years ; O work in me in ■;;his, which may be-my laft day, whatfoever thou fecit 

; wanting in me. Enable me to prefent unto thee the fa- 
.j^rifice of a broken and contrite heart, which thou haft 
' promifcd not to defpife, Give a.true and lively faith in 
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the bleffed Jefus who is the propitiation for our fins ! Hej 
was wounded forour tranfgreffions, he was bruifedforour. 
chaftifement of our peace was upon him ; Q heal me by 
iniquities, the his ftripes. Let the cry of his olood drown, 
the clamour of my fins. I am indeed a child of wrath* 
but Chrift is the Son of thy love j O pity me for his fake,; - 
and let my foul find fanifuary in his wounds. 

Q Lord, the Waters of affli£tion are come in even unto 
my foul ;• O let the Spirit of God move on thefe waters^ l 
that, like the pool of Bethefda, they may cure whatever \ 
fpifitual difeafes thou fee ft in me. O Lord, confider my '• 
affliction, accept my tears, afluage my pain, increafe my 1 

patience, and finifli my troubles. .CorreCt me with the r 
ehaltifement of a Father, and not with the wounds of ant1 

enemy ; and though thou take not off thy rod, Lord, takq > 
away thine anger. 

Lord, the prince qf this world cometh, O let him haveff 
nothing in me •, but, as he accufeth, do thou abfolve. !| 
have nothing .to fay for myfelf, but be thou my ad.1 
vocate, Lord; and do thou anfwer for me. I am(, 
clothed with filthy garments, and Satan (lands at my L 
right hand to refill me ; O Lotd, rebuke him, and pluclj1 

me as a brand out of the fire. Caufe mine iniquities to * 
pafs from me, and clothe me with the righteoufnefs ol I* 
thy.dear Son. I know, O Lord, that no unclean thine l! 
can enter into thy kingdom, and thou feed I am-nothing f 
but pollution, yea, my very righteoufnefs is filthy rags : C * 
wafh me, and make me white in the blood of the Lamb k 
that I may be fit to (land before thythrone. O take mi-1- 
from-the tents of Kedar, to the .manfions of-light ant* 
purity. When my earthly houfe of this tabernacle is dif 
folved, O let me have a building of God, an houfe noj»l 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens, G bring my' 
foul out of prifon, that I may eternally give thanks unt«|i 
thy name. Amen. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Containing Dire Bio ns to the friends and neighbours of the fck 

who are thewfelves in health for the time. 
T’H-EN the Lord fends ficknefs arid aflli£iion to our j y neighbours, we ought not to be idle and uncori- 

i erned fpeciators of his difpenfations; but we fliould 
' earken to the voice of God’s rod upon others, and con* 

>der what it is that the Lord is calling for at our hands. 
^ ^hefe following directions-may be ufeful to thofe that are 
c a health.. 
. Pirect. I. B'everythanhftlto God for the great mercy of " 

health andfrenglh, and improve it to his glory. 
BURELY an healthful perfon hath dill great caufe to •. 

be a thankful perfon. Health is a mercy that doth 
jLtafon and fweeten every other temporal mercy ; without 
0 St the greateft wealth and honours, nay, a king’s crovra, 
,jjlan give no fatisfatftion. It is. far more eligible to be a 
,healthy beggar than a fickly king. What comfort could 
Jit afford us, under toffing ficknefs, and torturing pains, 

have the greateft heaps of money to look to, or thou- 
j, ihnds coming to pay us homage ; alas, for our unthank- 
1(Fulnefs to him who is the God of our health! How little 
.Ho we prize his goodnefs, in. continuing with us fuch a 
f png tradl of health and ftrength, together v/ith the ufe 
[ipf our reafon and fenfes, when many others are deprived pf them. Surely God were righteous, fhould he teach 

is to value the worth of thefe mercies by the want of. 
hem. 
| Let us confider how many miferahle perfons there are in the world, and who it is that maketh us to differ from 
^lem ; how many difeafed, diftra&ed, deformed, lame, 
plind, deaf, and dumb people, there are ; and how eafy it 
■ ; i been for God to have put us tn their condition, and 

S 3. 



186 THE AFFLICTED 
them in ours. The difference is not owing to any thing r 
in us : their fins are not greater than ours. Had we a a 
due fenfe of 6ur (Vns and Ul-defsrvinga, vye would acknow- k 
ledge ourfelves unworthy of the leaft of all Gad’s mercies;' i; 
we would reckon every common mercy a fpecial blefiing, ! 
tjnd an unmerited favour to us —.Again, let us take a view 1D. 
of the fainting ficknefsf racking pains, and reftiefs nights! i. 
of others.' Let us look upon our fick friends fwearing- !i 
and burning under fevers ; let us hear them groaning ana 
moaning under Itrong pain « Their foul abhors all man-j\ 
ner of meat,and they draw near unto the gates of death.’’! ' 
Sometimes we fee them panting and fainting, and not able (I 
to fpeak a word to us. And what is the language of ail i: 
this to us ? Is it not, that we fhould thankfully adore our i 
gracious God, and blefs and magnify hirp, for his, diftin-/I: 
guilhing goodnefs to us ? O how much are we bound to; 
the Lord, that it is not fo wjth us as with others ! while t ■wearifome nights are appointed to them, and their bones; it 
are full of toffing ; ♦allthe comforts of this life are taflelefs i 
to them, their friends are weeping about them, but can-, p 
not help them : “ It is far otherwife with me, (may you i 
fay), my mercies and relations are comfortable and help-! I 
fulto me, I relilh my food, my bed gives me eafe, my fleep,^ 
is refrefhing : I have freedom to read and pray, meditate i 
and attend the public ordinances. Praife the Lord, O my. \ 
foul; and all that is within me, blefs his holy name. For-; !i 
get not this benefit of health, that is the chief of all my- 
outward bleffings. Some would part with all their world-! t 
ly wealth, to have fo much bodily health as I have. Long. 
have I undervalued and abufed thik choice mercy of health :■ t 
O that I could mourn for my negleft, and reiolve in God’s 
flrength to improve my remaining health, for the pra»fe;-\ 
and fervice of that merciful God who. is the author and; [t 
preferver of it ! Let me fpend and be fpent for God, that; t 
gives me all my health and ftrength for his glory Let me; 
abhor the ingratitude of thofe who employ the health) , 
which God giveth, in the fervice 'of his enemies ; and 
make a faerifice of it to the devil, the world, and the fielh. i}j. 
Qvvhat prodigious folly are thefe guilty of, who, for fatis-; 
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< !ying their fenfuat appetite, do often deprive themfclves 
j if health, which is in itfelf a thoufand times of more va- 

rj ;ue than ail their brutifh pleafures ! God help me to pri^e 
; !his fAercy, that can never be prized enough.” 
Direct. II. Make confcience of vifitingyour fuk frierul{ and 

i ! neighbourst believing that it is your duty and interejl fo to 
jj ' do. 

Ifitingof the fick is not only the duty of the mini- 
fters of Chrift, but like wife,of all the members of 

x jChrift : for we are all enjoined to remember them that 
t are in adverGty, and to fympatbize with the afflicted, as 
• peing ourfelves alfo in the body. “ To him that is af- 
. Titled, pity fliould be fflewn by his friends,’ faith Job. 
>',And our Lord gives it as a character of thofe whom he will, 
: ;‘own and acquit at the great day, Matth. xxv. 36. “ I 
1 iwas fick, and ye vifited me.” This is the way to be like 
• jhim, who is the Father of mercies, and whofe foul was, 
,]grieved for the miferies of Ifraeb Judg. x. 16. We read, 
t jhow tenderly David fympathized with his enemies wi en 
. Uheywere fick, Pfal. xxxv. 13, 14. and much more ought 
5 ..we to vifit and fympathize with our fick friends. To vi- 
; j fit the profperous and healthy, is an. adf of courtefy and ci« 
/.Jvility ; but to vifit the afflhfted and fickly, is an a£Lof eha«. 
vlrity and Chriitiajiity, 
1 1 And as it is your duty, fo it is your intered and advan-. 

tage tp vifitthe fick. The wife man tells you, Ecclef. vii.. 
1.1 2. “ It is better,to go to the houfe of mourning, than 
i to the houfe of feafting.” King joafh went to fee Llifha; j. in his ficknefs, and wept over him ; and he lolt nothing 
f by fo doing, 2 Kings xiii. 14. for he obtained thereby three j; famous victories over the Syrians. Though it be not 
T warrantable to enquire at the dead, Deut. xviii. 11., yet* 
( i we may learn many wholefome leffons from the dying, and 
ji; even though they be fpeechlefs. As for indance, we may , 
1 \ hereby be indruded how to prize health, mind our own 
iJ frailty, and provide for the time of ficknefs. When we. 
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behold their (Irength languifliing, their tongues faulter- : : 

ing, their eyes failing, their countenance pale ; we fhould r' 
think with ourfelves, “ This will be my cafe ere long : the |" 
next arrow that death (hoots, may be levelled at me : how 
much is it my concem to prepare for it !” Alfo we may ! 0 

think,what a bitter thing fin is, that is the caufe of allthefe -I; 
pains and diftrefles, and how mad they are who love fin ’ 
and take pleafure in it.—We may fee likewife the great - 
folly of courting and trufting the world, which leaves the K 
fickand dying man in the rime of the greacelt extremity.— j , 
And we nray obferve, how happy the man is, that hath an |! 
intereft in Chrift, the peace of a good confidence, and a 
well-grounded hope of heaven ; to yield fupport and con- 
fidence to him under his ftruggjings with ficknefs and 
death. When we hear the dying man’s complaints of his f , 
fins, and his lamenting his negletFof duty, and mifpend--] 
ing of precious time, we may learn repentance and refor- ^ 
mation-. When we obferve their profeflions of love to , 
Chrift, and their hope in him to the laft, it doth contri- 
bute to the quickening and ftrengthening of our faith : A 
right fight of dying perfons, is a good mean to inereafe the ; . 
»Spirit of grace and fuppficatron in us. We may fitly.al- 
lude here to theanfwer which Elijah gave toEliflia, when . 
he fought a doable portion of his Spirit, 2 Kings ii. io. J j 
“ If thou feeft me, when I arti taken from thee, itfhall be i, 
fo unto thee.” A double portion of the Spirit fhall be jl 
th$ allowance of thefe who make confcience of this d'u- v 
'T- 
Dik£CT. III. Let the friends of theft eh, and thefe ivho vifit . 

thetUy deal faithfully ‘with them about their fouls. 
y^lOnfider, this may be the laft opportunity you may 

have of doing any thing for your friend’s foul. If ‘ he die, he is fixed in his everlafting ftate, fo that all ad- ‘ 
vices and counfels then will be fruitlefs. It is now, or 
never, you muft exert yourfelf for your friend’s advantage; 
there is no knowledge nor wifidom in the grave, to which 
he is going, “ God’s loyiug-kindnefs cannot be declared ; 

“Nv ‘ " ’T  
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h the grave, nor his faithfulnefs in dcftmttion,” Pfal. 
xxxviii. ii. Now is the proper time for doing goo^ to 
four neighbour’s fouh When afflidtion opens the ear to 
[ifcipline, be careful to drop in wholefome inftrudfions in- 
o it ; and when the heart is made tender by ficknefs, it 
s a fit feafon for good counfel to make impreffions on it.. 

iLietthe opportunity then be improven with faithfulnefs and 
irudence. And, in order thereto, obferve the following 
idvices. 

I. Labour to know the fick man’s fpiritual condition,, 
hat your applications may be fuitable thereunto. The 
mowledge of the difeafe is previoufly requifite unto the 
cure : as the miftake of a phyfician abhut a man’s difeafe- 
may be as dangerous as the difeafe itfelf; fo here it is ^highly dangAous to miftake the cafe of the fick man’s 
foul ; for then lenitives may be applied, when corrofives 
jare needful; promifes may be adminiftred, when threa- 
tenings are more proper. 

I II. Beware of flattering the fick with vain hopes of life,, 
when he is more likely to die ; left he be thereby tempt- 
'ed to delayer flacken his preparation for another world, 
lit is fit that plainnefs be ufed vi ith rofpedt to his danger, 
jthat he may be quickened to his,Work- 

? III. The fick perfon is to beadmonifhed and told, that 
.ficknefs comes not by charce, nor by fecond caufes mere-, 
fly: but by the wife diredlion and fpecial providence of 
jGod : that fometimes God fmites, out of difpleafure for 
fin,and for the finner’s correflion and amendment; and 

ffometimes for the trial and exercife of his people’s gra- jees : that the fharpeft affliflions 'ftiall work together for 
;good to them that love God,and are rightly exercifed un- 
der God’s hand : that it is a great mercy to a finner, when 

; God by his rod gives him warning and fpace to repent, 
and flee to the blood of fprinkling, and to cry to God for 
pardon ; and doth not fnatch him out of the world by a 
iudden death. Upon which account the voiceof the rod 
fhould be carefully hearke ned to, and thankfully obeyed. 

IV. If the fick perfon be ignorant, he is to be catechifed 
and nlftru&ed in the principles of religion, efpecially con- 
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earning his faith and repentance, and his uptaking of the] 
covenant of grace, and the method of pardon and falvation’ 
through the righteoufnefs of Chrift apprehended by faith. | 
And it may be proper to demand his'aflent to fome of the 1 

fundamental truths of Chriftianity, or his anfwer to fuch 
queftions as thefe ; i/?, Do you believe in God the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, one God in three perfons, the 
maker and governor of the world ? 2dly> Do you believe, 
thatjefus Chrift, who aflumed our nature, obeyed the law, 
dyed on the crofs, rofe from the dead, and afeended to-i j 
heaven, is the eternal Son of God, and the only Saviour 
of finners ? ^dly, Are you fenfible that you are a loft fra- 
ner by Adam’s fall, and befides that, guilty of innumera- 
ble aftual fins; and that you have broken God’s holy com- 
mandments in thoughts, words, and deeds, and for fo do- 
ing, do deferve God’s wrathboth in this life and that which: 
is to come ? Are you truly grieved and forty for breaking God’s law, neglecting his worlhip, miipending. 
your time, and purfuing the vanities of the world ?_ And 
would you do as you have done, or live other wife, if you 
were to begin your life again ? $thly, How do you think 
to get your guilt removed,'your fins pardoned, and your 
peace made up with God ? Are you defirous from your 
heart to be reconciled to God through Jefus Chriff, the 
blefled Peace-maker? 6lhly, Do you heartily approve of 
the gofpel-method of reconciliation, by‘.the righteoufnefs 
and faevifiee offered up by the Lord Jefus Chrift, as your 
furety, in your name and (lead ? And is your foul defirous 
to chufe and accept of Chrift for your Mediator and Savi- 
our, in all his offices, of Prophet, Prieft, and King ? ^thly^ 
Do you renounce all confidence in any other, all' depend- 
ence on your own duties and rightetfufnefs, and .put your 
whole trnft and confidence in Chrift, and the merits of his 
blood, faying, “ Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none in earth that I defire befitles thee.” Do you 
believe that there is no falvation in any other ; and that 
there is no name under heaven whereby you can be faved 
but Jefus Chrift only ? 8fA/y, Do you defire to be wholly 
renewed and fanflified by virtue of Chrift’s blood, and to 
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^iew forth the reality of your faith by good works and a : bly life for the time you have to live in the world? ; Lnd, as an evidence thereof, are you willing to reftore what 

• ou have taken wrongfully from any, and to forgive all 
* Vrongs done to you by any, and to caft out all malice or ■ latred you have borne to any, and aflc forgivenefs of any 
•’>ou have injured ? ^thly, Do you believe that Chrift is ul oming at the laft day to judge all the world, both the quick : md the dead, whom he fhall then raife from the grave, 

ud that-your dead body fhall rife with the reft ? \othlyy !)o you believe the immortality of the foul, and its living 
p a feparate ftate after death, and that the fouls of belie- 

' sers do immediately pafs into glory, where they fhall be 
' ver with the Lord ? 

i, V. In dealing with the fick you are to feparate betwixt 
he precious and the vile, and make a difference betwixt the 
inverted and the unconverted. And feeing different ap- 
plications are requifite, you are, according to your know- 
ledge, to ftudy to fuit your counfels, admonitions, and 
prayers, to their ftate and condition ; not ufing the fame 

’ pvords to the ungodly as you ufe tothe godly, left youflat- 
' ‘er them with ill-grounded hopes that their ftate is fafe, 

while they are ftrangers to a work of regeneration. That 
great truth is to be declared to all, that, “ unlefs, a man 

H>e born again, he cannot fee,the kingdom of God,” O it 
Is dangerous to fpeak peace, where God fpeaks w*ar. 
| VT. If the fick perfon feem to be fecure, or have not a 
lue fenfe of his-fins ; endeavours, mu ft be ufed to convince him of tire guilt, pollution, and danger, of them, in order to 
jiis humiliation. Prefumptuous finners are not to be flat- 

' Sered, left we betray their fouls into eternal ruin, and fo 
their blood be required at our hand. No fond love, no 
llavifh fear, muft keep us from telling them the hazard of 

i heir prefent ftate. The fecure confcience muft be awak- 
:ned to fee the demerit of fin, and the terriblenefs of the 

iijjftice of a fin-revenging God, before whom noChriftlefs 
impenitent finner can ftand : this is neceffary in order to a 
Sinner’s difcovering his loft cafe in himlelf, and his fleeing 

' to Chrift for refuge, at is God’s method, firlt to caft.down 
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tjie foul before he lift it up •, to plow the heart by convicJ,, 
tion, before he call in the feed of confolation. 

VII. If the Tick perfon hath liudied to walk uprightly], 
but is at prefent difcouraged upon account of the fharp^l 
nefs of the rdd, Satan’s temptations, the guilt of fin, fear 
of death, or the like ; then fuitable couniels, refolutions^ ■ 
and comforts, are to be tendered, in order to his fettle*! 
ment and fupport. Particularly he may be told, that 
fharp rods are no-wife inconfiitent with divine love ; nayi ■ 
frequently, they are a iign of it: for as {landing waters '' 
turn corrupt, becaufe they have no current; and thefe, , 
who are not poured from veflel to vdTel, their tafte remains 
and theif fcent is not changed : therefore, God, in order ; 
to take away the fcent of the corrupt nature from us, is 
pleafedto change us from ftate to (late, by erodes andficW » 
nefs, to falvation. And as Noah’s ark, the higher it was ^ 
toiled with the flood, the nearer it mounted towards hea-*j 
veh ; fo the fanctified foul, the more it is exercifed with 
afflidlion, the nearer it is lifted towards God. Again it i 
is proper to fet before him the freenefs and fulnefs of 
•God’s grace, the fufficiency of rightcoufnefs in Chrift^t 
and his rich and gracious offers in the gofpel, by which • 
we are affured, that all who repent and believe with allT 
•their heart in God’s mercy through Chrift, renouncing; 
their own righteoufnefs, fhall not perilh in their fins, bucr 
have life ahd falvation in him ; and that believers in Chrift: f 
are affured of viclory over Satan, death, and all their ene- | 
mies, becaufe Chrift their head hath by his crofs conquer* i- 
cd the devil, unhinged death, triumphed over the grave,j,( and obtained vifl^ry for all his members; fo. that neither; 
life nor death, principaHties nor powers, fhall be able to J 
feparate them from God’s love in Chrift. 

VIII. If a fick man be fo tempted and troubled in con-! 
feience, that he is in hazard of defpairing of God’s mer-if 
cy ; it is neceffary to inform him of the greatnefs and i 
infinitenefi of God’s merey ; that the moft notorious fin- | 
ners have been pardoned and laved by it, and it is ftill' 
offered in the gofpel fo the vileft of finners- Though 5 
God fore fa v/ all the fins which the world would commit] r 
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jftft thcfc did not hinder him from loving the world fo, 
;hat he gave his only begotten Son to death, to fave as 
many as would believe and repent: fo that the fins of one 
man can never hinder God from loving his foul, and 
forgiving his fins, when he fincerely defires to repent 
and believe. The cry of the moft grievous fins that are 
recorded (fuck as thcfe of Sodom) could never reach 
higher than unto heaven, Gen. xix. 13- But David af- 
Tures us, Pfal. cviii. 4. that the mercy of God is great, and 
teaches higher than the heavens, fo that it evertoppeth 
the greateft of all our fins. If the mercy of God be grea- 
:er than all htswofks, it muft furely be greater than all our 

: “ms.—Again, lay “before him the infinite virtue of Chrift’s 
j fiood : why ? it is not the blood of a mere man, but the 

blood of God, A£ts xx. 28. And are there any fins fo 
; ;reat, or guilt fo heinous, but the blood of God can wafh a- 
way ? This wasgodly Cranmer’sfupport that dayhe fuffer- 

1 ed martyrdom, when his fin of renouncing the Proteftant 
I Bo£frine flared in his face : “ Surely (faid he) God was J fnade fleth, and fired his blood, not for lefi'er fins only, but 
tfor greater fins alfo.” He was fadly difcouraged, and wept 
'abundantly, till he eyed this meritorious blood ; and then 
)he took heart and died with courage. O this price was fo 
1 great, that it could have merited pardon for the fins of all ■he devils in hell,as well as of all the men xm earth, though ■S very one of them had been red ascrimfon. Yea, theleafl: 
drop of this blood is of more merit to procure the mercy 

' of God for our falvation, than all our fins can be of force 
| to provoke the wrath of God for our damnation why, 
the greateft of our fins are but the fins of a man, but the 

‘ leaft drop of Chrift’s blood is the blood of God. 
Moreover, Let him be put in mind of the wilfingnefs 

and readinefs of our Redeemer to receive all fmners that 
'bathe to him in the days of his flefti, though'driven to him 
' by fickhefs and affli&ion : fo that he never put any of 
'them away without their errand, that came crying former- 

" py. Nay, he many times fought out objects for his mercy, That were not thinking of coming to him, as (hewed feg*- 



THE AFFLICTED 194 
fore. Obferve the jrentlenefs of our Lord’s carriage t» 
judas hipifelf, i« calling him Friend, after his moft trea- 
cherous dealing, Matth. xxvi. 50. « Friend, (faid he}, 
\vUerefcxre art thou come ?” Had wretched Judas laid 
hold on the word Friend, out of the mouth of Chrift, as 1 
Lstihadad did the word Brother from the mouth of A- I ^ 
hab } doubtlefs Judas fliould have found the God of Ifa- 13 

cl more merciful than Benhadad found the king of Ifraej. | ' 
LaJHy, Let him confider, that to defpair of God’s mer- ' 

cy, cafts the greateft difhonour upon the divine Majefty, j 
and is a fin more heinous than all the fins which we have c‘ 
before.committed : why, it doth charge the great God as j[ 
guilty of perjury, who hath folcmnly fworn, that he de- |3 

fires not the death of a finner, but rather that he fhould 43 

repent and live, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. God was more difpiea- ' 
fed with Cain for defpairing ofhis mercy, than for mur- 
dering his brother ; and with Judas for hanging himfelf, * 
than for betraying his Maftcr: why, becaufe that by their 3 

defpair they would make the fins of mortal men greater 1 

than the infinite mercy of the eternal God. 
•Direct. IV. Be earuejl in prayer to God for your friends |s 

luJjen ftck or dying. Pray with them and for them. 
FRequently.fick perfons are fo difquieted with pain and 

trouble, that they are out of cafe to pray for them- 
ieives, and therefore they have the .fnore need of the pray- 
ers of others. David fafted and ^prayed for his enemies j 
when they were fick, Pfal. xxx. 13.; much more ought j 
we to pray for our friends in that cafe. Never did they 
need our prayers fo much, as udien they are called to en- 
ter upon an unfchangeable condition, to go to their long f home, eyenrhat place wherein they Jnuft abide for ever., 3 
Now' they are in the land of. prayer, and if is now or ne- 
ver that pray and heg mercy for them. When - 
tlreir life is gone, they go from the land of prayer, arrdare 
fixed in that place whence they fhall never remove : then 's 
all your prayers and cries for them will be in vain. If < 
your friend be a ftranger to Chrift, he is on the brink of 
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fiell, and knows it not ; and will you not Cry to God to 
bpen his eyes, and fave hint' from falling into that de- 
vouring pit, out of which there is no redemption ? You 
would be willing to fit up a whole night for the relief of his 
body , *id will you not fpend a naff of a night for the eood 
of his foul, that is a thoufand times more valuable ? Now 
the que+tion is, whether this ptecious foul fhrfi be Ghrif’s 
or thfe devilV for ever ? And when will you wreUfe for 
pour friertdi if. you do it not nqw ? If the (Vck per ton be a 
ihild bf God, you may pray with him with the more com- 
‘©ft, and expetfation to be heard. You may, in that cafe 
fend .the fame meffage by' prayer to Chri d/that the filter * 
>ffick Lazaru-i did, John xi. 3. “ L-or iybehold, he whom 
:hou loWft, is ficki” Lord] pity him, comfort him,-abate 
ais dhtemper, and reiieve him from it, if it be thy will : if 
not, grant him thy gracious prbfertce and fafe - cBiidu-fct, 
through the Jordan of death * and a happy landing' in the- 
Canaan of glory. 
;• We are told, that the prayers of the righteous, irt fdehr 
cafes, doth avail mach, James v. iu. arrd thls to ehrcour.age. 
us to pray o he for another Whatever be the lick per (tin’s 
bondifton, fu'ch confeffions ahdpetitioni as the'fe following; 
rtiay he made ufe in prayer for him.1 

Peiitifnsjbr the fich. 
T ORD, thou firlt breathed ft into man the bfebth of 
I. j life ; and when thou takeft away (hWt brmthj’he- 
ties, arid return^ again to'his daft. May we 'he duly fen-. 
iWe of our depends rice onthd© for all we enjoy.; f’We*a?^ 

jcnowtedg©, that Our grbaY ahufe of the' many' dffs'hf 
health and-welfare thou aftordeft hs, doth juftly Ih-ferVe 
thevifitation of frck'tiefs and difeafes.," Wo’s t/s, wtrdie fcfh - Her a burden of fin, both original and aflual : we are! bil 
fchildreri of wrath by nature, and under the curie of a bV©-' 
ken la\V ; and all other miferies temporal and fpiritudf, 
diftempers, pains, death, and hell itfelf* irfethe Iffue's ther©-' 
hf. Be merciful to the fiek perfon under fhy hAWd j- dif-' 
Eover to him hie fins, and the caufe why thou conteHiieft 
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with him. Make him fee that he is loft in himfelf, and ! 
wholly unable to fatisfy the demands of offended juftice : 11 
and do thou reveal Chrift to his foul for righteoufnefs. 1 
and life. O give him thy holy Spirit to create and Itreng- * 
then faith, that he may lay hold on Chrift as ofered in J 
the gofpd ; work in him the grace of true repentance. : ir 
Enable him to fearch his heart, and try his ways, fo as he C 
may difcover every accurfed thing, every Achan in the t. 
camp, that hath provoked the Lord againft him. When « 
thou putteft him in the furnace, be pleafed to ftand by 
It, and overfee the metal while it is melting in it. Try t 
him as filver is tried, and bring him out purified, and let 5 
him lofe nothing in the furnace but his drofs. Remove t 
his fins from thy prefence as far as eaft is from the weft, k that they may never trouble his confcience, nor rife in « 
judgment againft his foul. However bitter the cup may it 
be, kt it be medicinal to cure all the difeafes of his foul, t 
O that thefe affli&ions, which are but for a moment, may i 
work for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of \ 
glory, through Jefus Chrill the purchafer ? 1 

Look down from heaven, the habitation of thy holinefi3r » 
“behold his affli&ion and his pain, and forgive all his fin. t 
Shew fuch pity to him as a father doth to his child, and ii 
Jay no more upon him than he is able to bear. Lord, give t 
patience and ftrength anfwerable to the burden of trou- ( 
ble thou haft laid on him. In time of his weaknefs, up- ( 
hold him by thy ftrength. Relieve his wants out of thy 9 
infinite fulnefs. Lord, thou knoweft his frame, and re- k 
membereft that he is duft,fave him from extremity of trou- 1 
ble,; either abate his pain, or increafe his patience to en- 1 
dure what thou meafureft out to him. Give him the evi- ? 
dences of all the graces of thy Spirit. Arm and defend t 
him againft all the fuggeftions and temptations of Satan. «: 
T#ke his heart.wholly off the world, and fet his aftettions, r 
qu, things above.—Lord, make ufe of this chaftifement of 1 
his body, as a medicine to cure his foul, by drawing his : 
fbyl, that is Tick of fin, to thyfelf. O enable him in a pe- , 
nitent Relieving manner to come by repentance to Chrift, ; 
his foul-phyfician, to get it healed of all its maladies*. 
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na bnflify his ficknefs, and let the ftait -of it be to p«rge a- 

[#ay his fin. 
If God {half be pleafed to add to, hig d-'ays, btefs all 

-neans of his recovery. Remove the difea+e- j- r’andty his 
ftrength both outward and inward ; heal his foul as well 

as his body. And enable him to walk tCBcferly beforte 
Sei God, and carefully to remember and perforrh futh' vows 

and promifesof obedience as men are apt to make in time 
of ficknefs. , , 

If God Hath determined to finifif hisidays lay the jirefilnt 
vifitation ; let him find fuch evidence of fhfe-pdWpSr of his 
fins, of his ihtereft in Chrift,; artd eternal life, as ttivf eafdft' 
his inward man be renewed, while his outward‘man de- 
payeth ; that he may meet death veithotttfear, ca(l. himfelfi 
wholly on Chrift;yvithdut doubting, and defire to be dif- 

< folved, that he may for eve'r be with Jefas ChVHb’.-^Lortl' make his laft works better thjjn- his fitft, ahd:fhe;da.Vt‘pi? 
his'death better than the d^y of his'bitth. Ma’ke'hTsMaffi 
[words his heft words, his laft thoughts h.is ii>eft'tr^5d^hts,. 

nd h's laftljonr his befi hour. O let him ch^fhe deatK 
f the righteous, and let his fail end1 be like‘his1, 'teifthej 

Ipyes of his!foitl be opened to fee-his fins^nd his Saviouif,-, 
before the eyes of his body be Unit by .death, vjke aMray 
jthe fiihg of 'death, the guilt q{ fin, rtuf 'he may walk 
through the valley and fnadove of deaths and fe;af no evih . 
SOpen thou hi^ lips, that niouth may fhew‘fotth; thy 
praife. befOre he go to the place of ftlence.. Arid when 
ibis ftrength doth fail, and his tongue is riot able to ufter 
words, let the blood of Chrift fpeak for him in heaven ; 
fattd let thy holy Spirit within him make retjuefts for hirr» 
iv/itli fighs and groaflS that qannot be uttered.—When-thc 

, ifighi of !iis eyes doth fa^'him, let the, eyes of his'faith be 

Satan and death’, thaf be .may'overcome both,'and be n  Mb m a conqueror through Clinf^ fhrt hath loved him. Into. 
•. thy hands we commend hisfpirit. 

jkord) teach "us who do furvivc, by this and other like 
T 3 
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daily fpe&acles of our mortality, to fee how,frail and un-j 
certain our condition is, and fo to number our days, that' 
w.e rypy feriouily apply our hearts to heavenly wifdom, 
through.-JpfusChriit. Amen. 
Direct. V. Be careful to furnifh your friends with fait able, company, andfpirltual converfe, whin they are fck or dy-, 

■ \ 
fk S-worldlycompany and converfe are great hindrances, t /*\ to Spiritual company and converfe are fpecial helps, t 

to thq iick and dying. Now, that the friends of the Tick p 
may prevent the one, and provide the other, let the foU » 
eiwing advices be remembered. 

\Jlt Mind your friends timeouffy to make theii- wills,. " 
and dilpatjch the fettlement of their worldly affairs, that fo r they may not be difturbed ,at the lad, nor any wife divert- ; ed. frona their main work, by thoughts or difepurfes a- 
bout the world- A mind abftradled from the world is a . 
moft fuitable difpofitipn for a dying man. You cannot : 
carry the things of this world with you, when you go 
hence; and it is not fit you Ihould carry the thoughts of 
them. 

idly, Keep. carnal company frpm them as much aspof- • 
febie, and all thole that would divert them by idle or world- i. 
ly dilcoarfe. It is both impertinent and cruel, to throw, i 
in fuch impediments in the way of. thofe that are going, 
fpeedily. to their endlefs Hate. 

y^dly, Do what you can to get faithful minifters and god- ' 
ly Chriftians to be much about them, who are fit to in- 
ilrudl and counfel them about their foul’s matters, and al- 
foto pray with them and for them, 

4thly, Be often minding your fick friends of their chief 
woik, and thefe things.which belong unto their peace. Whatever be their ftate,, whether gracious orgracelefs, it 
is proper to be minding them, 1. Of the vanity and enjp- tinefs of the world, that can neither give eafe to the bo- 
dy,nor. comfort to the foul, when either of them is in trou- 
ble, a Of the finfulnefs of fin, which is the fpring of 
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ill difeafcs and miferics whatever. 3. Of the precioufnefs 
»nd ufefulnefs of Chrift to a firiner in all cafes, and efpe- 
:ially at a dying hour. 4. Of the inexpreiGble felicity of 
adievers in Chriit after death, (sA. 

Lajlly, If you think yourfelves not able to inflrufl or ad- 
lyife'your fick friends as they stand in need, then read foma 

I ^ood book; to thern, that may be fuitable to the condition 
Of their fouls ; and, if you have not a fitter at hand, read 
jfoine chapters or direclions of this book to them, as you 
may fee most proper for them. But above all books, read 
to the fick the holy fcriptures, particular chapters and 
Pfalms there, fuch as the three last chapters of Gen. }— 
the last chapter of Deuteronomy ;—the 17th chapter of 
Ithe first book of Kings ; and 2d chapter of the ad book of 
; Kings ;—the 14th and 19th chapters of Job ;—the Pfaims !of David ; and particularly the 6th, the 23d, 25th, 30th, 
; 3.8th, 41ft, 4zd, 49th, 51 ft, 71ft, 73d, 77th, 88th, 89th, 
'90th, 103d, 116th, 118th, 1 30th, 142d, 143d, andfeveral 
.other Pfalms. the 12th chapter of Ecclefiastes ;—the 
i 38th, 53d, 54th, and 35th chapters of Ifaiah the three 
‘ last chapters of Luke ;—the 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 1 2Qth chapters of John the 8th chapter of the Romans; 
,—the 1.5th chapter of the 1st Cor. —the 5th of the 2d 
Corinth.—the 4th.of 1st Their.—dhe nth and 12th of 
Hep.—the three last chapters of the Revelation; and the 
like. 
Direct. VI. Be lilewlfe fiiiiabty concerned'for the bodies cf 

your friends, when they are fick, 
IF you would evidence a fuitable concern for them, then 

you muft deal tenderly and compaffionately with them 
in their fickneis, bear with their impatience and fretting, 
weary not of them nor grudge at the trouble they put 
ypu;to v/fort ikmBy ypti yoprfelves may be in the like cafe, 
when you Ihall be as great a trouble to others, as your 
friends are-now 'to you.' 

Again^.UJs. ne^Jfery tq employ, phyficiaris, and ufe tli® 
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Bed means for the refcovery .of'your friend’s health. The if, 
means indeed rtiufl riot be trufted to inftead of God, but y 
ufed in fubferviency to him, who hath appointed them, 1; 
and can-only give fuccefs to them. We muft beware of > 
Afa’s fin that fought to the phyficians, and not to the i t 
Lord. Let us neither take food nor phyfic without prayer 11 
to God for his bleffing thereupon. r 

Direct- VII. When the. Jiclncfs of your relations-or neigh- \ 
hours doth ijfue in death, Jludy n Chrijlian and fuitahle ij, 
behaviour under fuch a dijpenfdtion. 

WHEN p parent lofeth a promifing child, or a child r lofeth a loving parent, or when death deprives us >(1j 
of any near relation, it is a fpeaking and trying provi- i gf 
dence ; and We have much need of grace and counMfrom ^ 
God to carry aright under it. Let us obferve thefe ad1- 
vices. 

I. It is neceflaty in fueh a cafe, that we have a tender 
fenfe and feeling of God’s afiliffing h^nd. There are two |r extremes which we. muft equally avoid, -wz. to make light j, 
of the death of relations *, and to be excellively grieved on j 
that account. God will have us neither to defpife his ^ 
rod, nor to faint under it, Heb. xii. 5. God is difpleafed 5., 
with thofe that are ftupidand inlenfible under fuch afflic- t tions. Why? fhey defpife his rod, and make light of ,t his corre&ions. Hence he complains of thefe, Jer. v. 3, 5, 
“ I have fmitten them but they have not grieved.” God 
will have us to feel his hand, to enquiie into the meaning j. 
of the rod, and fea'ch for thefe fins that have provoked 
God to finite us. It is a fign of a naughty, felfifh, and ,, 
unchriltian fpirit, to be unconcerned for the death of T friends : and it is much more fo in children, who have a ti 
fecret fatisfa&ion in the death of parents, becaufe of the 
worldly riches or liberty which they get thereby. God j. 
ufeth-to follow this wicked temper with his heavy judg- i 
ments even in this life f 

II. Confider, fhat God rs calling you, by the death of., p 
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ifthers, to keep up lively and lading impreflions of death and i Iternity upon your fpirits. God knoweth how advantageous 

i t would be for men fo to do ; and therefore he fets frequent 
pefbacles of morta'ity before their eyes for this end. But 

• iuch is the corruption and earthlinefs of our minds, that 
ve foon forget the thoughts of death. When we fee our 
Wends in the pangs of death, or laid in the grave, it ftrikes 

I is with fome fear and concern, to think, that one day this 
i vill be our own cafe ; but no fooner is the dead interred, 
i tnd the grave filled up again, than all thefe ferious thoughts 
segin to vanifh, and men return to their fins and pleafures 
is before. Ah, what folly is this! Should not men al- 

t ways keep alive the ferious thoughts of death and a future 
ilate ? Are we not always alike mortal ? Are we not as 

i liable to death’s arred at other times, as when example® 
5 *re before our eyes ? 

: III. When God takes away your children or relations,let 
It draw your hearts and affe£tions more towards God and 

1 things above. As when a Ihepherd taketh up in lits arms a 
• famb of the flock the ewe followeth him of her own accord, 

and will not leave him : fo when the great Shepherd of the 
theep taketh a child or friend from you, it Ihould caufe 

> J-ou to follow after him, and defire to be with him. But 
i one may fay, That is not the cafe with me ; T fear the 

wolf hath got the draying fheep, and devoured it. Then 
feven that fufpicion fhould make you run to the good 
ShepheVd, abide with him, and keep clofe by the footdeps 
of the flock, and beware of draying in thefe paths wherein 
idedroyers go. When God taketh from you thefe relations 
whom you dearly loved, he calls you to take your love 
off the fading creature, and fet it on the eternal Creator, 
‘when the weak branch is lopt off, then clafp to the body 
iof the tree, which will not fail you. 

IV. In fuch trials, dudy, a humble and patient fubmif- ffion to the will of God, who in his fovereign wifdom and 
pleafure hath taken your child or friend from you. Re- 
member who hath done it, even he who gave all men their 

, lives, and hath the abfolute power and right to difpofe of 
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meri’s lives, as he thinks heft. If yourTellow-crenture dm 
any thing that difpleafeth you, you may both afk whclr 
did it, and why he did fo ? But when God doth any thing 
to you, you mull remember he is the Potter, and you art, 
the day ; and that he may make or mar his day vefiela,), 
yea, break them in pieces at his pleafure ; and thert 
is none can ftay his hand, or fay to him, What doft thou3 j 
Bse (till, and know that I am God,” Pfah xlvi. to. Thejr 
roafkrof a family gathers at his pleafure the flowers and* 
fruits df his garden ; fometimes he cuts off the^uds, fome-i | 
timbs he fuffers them to blofom ; fometimes-Ite gntherSi,! 

• (he green fruit, fontetimes he (lays till they be ripe ; and^i 
every body thinks he may do with his own what he pleaf-'- 
etb; and fhall not the Almighty God have liberty mucih)(. 
more to difpofe of all that grows in his own territories at?; his pleafure ? The mafter of the family hath not created 
the trees and plants of his garden; but God hath mad«(i 
and faflliotied all the children of men with his almighty i 
hand. 

ft is the fenfe of this fovereign right and dominion of v 
God over his creatures, that hath made his people to be:i> 
filent under the greateft Ioffes. Hence Aaron when hfci: 
loft his two fops by a fudden and extraordinary ftroke, it„ 
is Did of him, Lev. x. 3* And Aaron held his peace:” 
He opened not his mouth, becaufe it was a fovereign God 5l that did it. ' So holy Job, when he loft all his children by; 
errse blow, patiently fubmits to this ahfolute Lord, Job t. (! 
22. “ The Lord gave, and tire Lord hath taken away j,If 
blefl’ed be the name of the Lord.” Job knew that God’s ; 
retotron to them was far nearer than his, and his right to ? 
dtfpofe of thgm was rmHfpuWtate. It was a holy and ex-# 
ceflent fpeech of that honourable perfon, lord Dupkffb, r 
at the death of his only fon ; “ I could not have borne this i, 
from a man, but I can from God.” 

V. Guard'agarnft immoderate grief amd exceffive forrowi t 
forthe death of children or near relations ; for this is finw(; fub and offenfive to God. Now, grief is linfui and inr-ljf 
moderate, when it makes you grudge at God’s difpenfa-; 
tjon, murmur at his will, turn unthankful to him for the* 
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isrcies yoji enjoy, overlook all bypaft favours, and lament 
^temporal more than a fpiritual lofs. Alas! there are 
iany who can bewail a dead friend far more than a dead 
?art, and the lofs of a child more than the lofs of God’s 
suntenance. Now, for preventing this exceflive for- 
»W, eonfider thefe things. ' f 1/?, If you be chriftlefs and impenitent, you have rea- 

ijn to blefs God that the {broke was not at your own life, ; jr then you had been eternally miferable, and without 
«ppe. What is tl#-* temporal lofs of a child, to the eternal 
'• ifa of thine own foul ? O it is far better to be childlels 
8 nd friendlefson earth, than to be hopeiefs and remedilefs 
•i 1 hell. ■j zd/y, Confiderhow little ground you have to complain 
•‘f any. lofs or flroke you meet with on earth. 1. If you 
it pe God’s fovereignty and power over you, you havecaufe 
ip be thankful that he hath not annihilated you and your ( ; elations long ere now, feeing he hath as full a dominion 

f P reduce you to nothing, as to bring you from nothing, 
though God (hould daflr us againft the walls, as a potter 

loth his veflel, no man could have reafon to fay, What 
tpft thou ? or, why doft thou ufe me fo ? Jer. xvii. 6. 
<: O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do with you as the potter ? 
i atith the Xord,” Nay, he hatha greater right to deal 

a with us, than a potter with his veflel, for God hath 
«i dntributed all to his preature that it hath ; but the pot- 
rsr never made the clay which is the fubftaace of the vef- 

;1, nor the water that is needful to make it tractable. All 
•, hat the potter doth, is only to mould the clay into fuch a 
shape; befiues, the potter’s bud y is no better than the clay 
i ,e makes, his veflel of; nay, perhaps that very clay might 
> Pace have been fome part of the body of a man as good as 
i btft potter himfelf. Now {hjfll the potter have fuch ab- isifflute power over that which is fo near and like to him ; 

md {hall .not God have it over that which is infinitely 
r'iflaot from him? That word, Dan. iv, 34, 35. “ The 

ilodt H igh doth according to his will,” is enough to filence t le murrnurings of all men under ftrokes and lofles. 
[ 2. If you eye the hand of God, as moft juft and righte- 
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ous in what you have met with, you have no good ground 
to complain. “ Have you not procured all this to your-’ 
felf Is not God molt juft in ail that hath come upon' 
you ? Nay, if you confider your fins, and God’s ablolute 
dominion over you, you muft own he might have dealt 
•with you in a fmarter way than he hath done ; inftead of 
one affli&ion, you might have had a thoufand. 

3. Look to the mercy rhat is mixed with the rod. It 
is a wonder that this great Sovereign, who is fo provoked 
•by us, Ihould allow us any mercy at all, and yet we receive 
innumerable benefits from him. Whatever be our afflic- 
tions, furely they are far lefs than we deferve. Hath he 
call your child into the grave ? It is of the Lord’s mercies j 
you are not confumed. Why fhould a living man com- 
plain ? a man out of a grave^ and out of hell too, hath ! 
iurely no reafon. 

4. If you compare your affli£Hon with the trials of o- 
thers of God’s people, yea, and thefe faints who have been 
moft eminent, you have no reafon to grudge at your lofs. 1 
You have one child dead, but Aaron (who is called the 
faint of the Lord,PfaI. cvi. 6.) had two at a ftroke ; nay. 
Job, whom God commends above all the faints in his day, 
had all his children flain by one blow, and both thefe emi- 
nent faints had thefe lolLs by an immediate and extraor- 
dinary stroke from God. Some godly parents have feen 
their children live to prove fcandals to religion, and a grief jr 
of mind to themfelves, and would have thought it a mercy 
if God had had taken them away when young. Say not 
then, there is nofprrow like your forrow; tor the cup which 
many others have drunk, hath had more bitter ingredients 
in it than yours. 

3<//y, Confider, that exceffive grief cannot better your 
cafe, it may well make it worfe. If you struggle and 
contend under God’-s hand, you a foolifh part ; as a 
bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke, that by his ftrugglirtg 
galls his neck, and makes the yoke the more unealy: or 
like a bird fluttering in a net, that, inftead of freeing, doth 
the more intangle itfelf. Thus, by immbdeiwte forrow and 
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fctting under the ftroke you fin the more againft God, 
hd make your burden the more heavy. 
' \thlyy Remembdr the tranfaftions of thy foul with God 
n the day thou enteredfl into covenant with him. When 
fibu faweft thyfelf on the brink of hell, and a burden of 
n preffing thee down, and no hope for thee but in Chrift; 
[ten your cry was none but Chrift: take children, relati- 
ng, riches arid all things in the world from me, and give 
ae Chrift. I give up myfelf, and all I have, to be difpofed 
t thy pleafure ; thy will Lord {hall be my will,” \2fc. 
low, God is taking thee at thy word, and trying thy fin- 
erity in what thou faidft and profefiedft to him fo folemn- 

He hath difpofed of thy dear relations as pleafed him: 1 ) believer, doft thou rue the bargain? wouldft thou take 
by word again ? where is thy covenanted fubmiflxon to 

! re will of God, and thy promifed contentment with all 
i [is difpofals ? 
j $thly> Doft thou not believe that a covenanted God is 
letter to thee than all the friends in this world ? cannot 
rod focm make up the greateft lofs to thee, if thou turn 

' him by prayer, and pour out thy heart and forrows in 
;is bofom ? What are the world’s comforts to God’s com- 
brts ? a fmile of .God’s face in prayer, can foon fweeten 
ay bitter cup, and make thee forget all thy forrows, Pfal. 
iciv. 19. “ In the multitude of my thoughts within me, 
ay comforts delight my foul.” The Author of the Ful- 
filing of the Scriptures tells us of one Patrick MackiL 
/rae, an eminent faint in the weft of Scotland, who hav- 
jig loft his dear and only fon, got to his clofet, and there 

" cured out his foul freely to the Lord. When he came 
' mt to his friends at length, who were waiting to comfort am, and fearing how he would take fuch a heavy ftroke, 

•e returned from prayer with a cheerful countenance, and 1 bid fome of his friends, who afked him the reafon of his 1 beerfulnefs, “ that he had got that in his retirement with 
; be’Lord, that to have it afterwards renewed, he would 
e content to lofe a fon every dayl” 1 6thljy Serioufly confider, that you are but a few days ; jurney behind him for whom you mourn, and that you 
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will quickly overtake, and be with him again. This allayed j ' 
Datdd’s forrow for his child, 2 Sam. xii. 23. “ I (hall go | i 
to him.” It is our expe&ing to live here, to enjoy the •! “l 
comfort of relations, that commonly makes us grieve fo d 
much for their death; for if we looked on ourfelves as • 
men that were to die in a few days, we would not be fo I 
troubled for our friends, that are gone but a little fpace 
before us. 

Ithly^ If your friends are gone to heaven, you have more 
reafon to rejoice with them than to mourn for them; feeing 41 
they are unfpeakably happier where they now are, than J 1 

they could have been with you. It is the moft fervent 1 1 

defire and wifh of every true Chriftian to be in heaven : ' 
and will you grieve, becaufe God hath taken your rela- 
tions thither, where you defire to be yourfelf above all I1 
things £ As Chrift faid to his dhciples before his death, ' 
John xiv. 28. “ If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, becaufe ‘ 
I go unto the Father:” fo, if your departed friend could 1 
fpeak to you from heaven, he would fay, “ If you loved • 
me with a pure fpiritual love, ye would rejoice that I am 
gone to my Father, where I am more happy than you can j 
poflibly conceive me.” 

Objefl. Had I ground to think that my friend is gone < 
to heaven, it would eafe me 4 but, alas, I fear it is other- 1 
wife.” 

Ansiu. 1 It doth not belong, to us to dive into the e- j 
ternal ftate and condition of thefe that are gone off the 
ftage. Thefe fecret things belong to God, who exer- ( 
cifeth his mercy or juftice towards fmners according to 1 
his fovereign will. 

2. Suppofing the worft, you ought to fubmit to the in- t 
controulable fovereignty of God, who hath mercy on \thom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
«< He i$ of one mind, and who can turn him ?” The 
Lord cut off Aaron’s two fons in the very aft of fin and 
rebellion againft him, and yet Aaron held his peace, and 
fo ought you. 

3 Whatever be the lot of others hereafter, you have | 
reafont© be thankful to God for his diftinguilhing mercy, | 
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an faving yon from thefe flames that others fall into, and 

giving you good hope through grace of glorifying God 
rabove for ever. 
Direct. VIII. Lei the ftckness and death of others be a 

•warning to you in time of healthy to make a due prepara- 
tion for the time of fickness and of dying, •which is befort 
your hands* 

WHEN you fee your friends and neighbours in a 
fickly, weak, or dying condition, the language 

of the difpenfation to you that are in health is, Prepare 
for ficknefs alfo. Nay, the feeble voice of the Cck doth, 
^proclaim this warning as loudly, as if they fhould lift up 
their voice like a trumpet, and fay to you, “ Remember 
that you muft lie in the fame cafe ere long; you mull 
alfo groan under pain, lofe your llrength and beauty, leave 
your mirth and company, bid adieu to all the world, and 
look out for the grim meffenger death, that is a coming to 
jdiflblve this earthly tabernacle, fend the body to lie in a 
putrifying grave, and the foul to Hand before God’s tri- 

j buna], to be fenter.Ccu to an endiefs {late.” This will be thy cafe, O young man, ftrong man, healthful man, ZZ rcsll^ 
in a little, as it is of thefe now before your eyes. O how 
foon will it come ! what thoughts will you then have of 
:the world, of fin, and vain company! Will any thing 
comfort you then but the favour of God, the love of 
Chrift. and the review of a holy well fpent life ? Where- 
fore do with all thy might now what thy hand finds to 
do : employ the time of health well in preparing for fick- 
nefs, and leave nothing to do in time of ficknefs, which 
is a moit unfit fcafon for a man to do foul-work or falva- 

Ition-work in. 
I. I (hall begin with thofe of the family where the har- 

i bingers of death do prefently refide. Surely the warn- 
ings of ficknefs and death ought to be louder in your ears 
that others, and moft diligently hearkened unto by you, 
than lodge under the fame roof with the meflengers of 
the king of terrors, if, Rerr ^ber that word, 1 Pet. 
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v. 6. “ Humble yourfelves therefore under the mighty k 
hand of God.” It well becomes guilty finners, all the 
members of the family, to be humble before a holy God, 
when he is fmiting any of them: Humbly acknowledge 
his fovereignty and abfolute dominion over you, faying. 

Lord, thou art the author and founder of families, and 
thou mayeft afflidf and punifh them as thou thinkeft fit. 
Thou fetteft the folitary in families, and multiplied their 
nijmber; and thou mayeft diminifh them, yea, lay them 
defolate according to thy pleafure. Thou mighteft have 
made all the members of the family fick, as well as one ; 
thou mighteft have given a deadly blow to parents child* i i' 
ren, and fervants at once, yea, have made the houfe in 
which we live a common grave and buried us altogether 
in its ruins.” Humbly acknowledge the juftice and mercy ; ft' 
of God in the prefent vifitation. “ Lord, inllead of one, C> 
we all deferved to have been thrown on fick-beds, and all 
of us to have been fmitten by death. Thou punifheft us 
lefs than our iniquities deferve.” Acknowledge alfo 
God’s wifdom and love in the prefent nffli£Hon, and hum- 
bly fubmit to take the cup which he hath mingled for you. 

The cup which our heavenly Father hath ordered for ®t 
this'family fhall we not drink it ? It is a gracious and wife L. 
God that doth what is done in the family , therefore it is 
our part to be dumb, and not to open our mouths to 
quarrel it.” 

2d/y, The command which the king of Nineveh gave to 
all his fubje£te, when threatened with ruin, Jonah iii. 8. 
is very proper fora mafterof a family to give to all*linder 
his charge, when ficknefs doth rage among them; “ Fall, 
and cry mightily to God, and turn every one from his 
evil way. Who can tell if God will turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we perifh not ?” When the deftroy- 
ing angel gets a commilfion to fmite families with mor- 
tal and infedlious difeafes, which fometimes go from 
houfe to houfe like a plague, fweeping mapy old and 
young off the ftage; then efpecially it fhould be a time of 
mighty crying and pleading with God for mercy. And 
£nce our pleading is w^lly ineffectual without an aton- 
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iiing facrifice to incenfed juftice, let us not forget to bring 

: :he all fufficient facrifice of Chrift’s blood alongit with us, 
md plead it with God for averting his wrath from pur 

, toufes and families. As Mofes faid to Aaron in a time of 
common calamity, Num. xiv. 46. fo may I fay to you that 

: ire heads of families, “ Take a cenfer and incenfe,and go 
guickly and make an atonement forphem for there is wrath 
gone out from the Lord; the plague is begun.” Bring 

i:he incenfe.of Chrift’s fatisfaftion,-that great atonement to divine juftice, which was typified by the legal facri- 
. frees and oblations. Humbly and earneftly plead that great 

[acrifice with God, for turning away the fiercenefs of his ! wrath. Get the bunch of hyfibp, faith, in order to the 
fprinkling of your houfes with that atoning blood, that 

1 0 you and your families may be among thofe prefervcdin 
.j thrift Jefus. 

Lajll}, Let all in the family where ficknefs i», and el~ 
: pecially the head of it, remember that word, Job xxii. 23. 
“ Thou (halt put away iniquity far from thy tabernacles.” 
God hath fent ficknefs with this meflage to you, “ Search 
but family-fins, whether of omiffion or commiffion j. 

'irtiourn over them, turn from them, banifh them far away. 
.i(^et no vice lodge under your roof. Let family-worfhip 

oe no more neglected, nor flightly performed. Let God 
have both the morning and evening facrifice.” Now, if 
the members of thefe families vifited with ficknefs, who 
are in health for the prefent, would thus humble them- 
felvcs, cry to God, plead the blood of Chrift, and reform 
what is amifs among them; the prefent affliction would 
be fanCtified, $nd they in feme meafure prepared for the 
like trial, when God fhall be pleafed to put the cup iu 
their hands. ■ II. In the next place, let me warn all the friends and 
neighbours of the fick, whether they be in the family or hot, to improve the day of health, in making ready fpr the 
time of ficknefs. Be much in the exercife of felf-exami«- 
nation, humiliation for fin, believing in Chrift, renewing 
povenant with God, mortifying of fin, trimming the lamp,, 
meditating of heaven, living by faith, deniednefs to the 
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world, ftudying to overcome the love of life, and fears 
of death. Concerning all which, I have-given diredfions 
in the foregoing chapters of this book, when fpeaking to 
the lick and diftrefled. Thefe exercifes are not only pro- 
per for the fick, but alfo for thefe in health ; and are 
fuitable preparations for ficknefs and death, to be ftudied 
by all men in every condition. But there are leme things 
further moft neceflary to be minded by people in time of , 
their health, in order to prepare them for the time of lick- 
nefs and of dying, before it come. 

\Jiy Make your latter-will, and keep it by you, that you <:[e 
may not be encumbered with your worldly affairs, in time ’ 
of ficknefs, or at a dying hour. Surely it is great wifdom It 
to put this by-hand in time of health. But I have fpoken ft. 
largely of this Chap. I. Dir. 6. 

2dly, Take heed in time of health, that you lay not up- \ t 
fad provifion againft the day of ficknefs, by your carelefs t 
and untender walk. As it is fin that brings on ficknefs up- 1 

on us, fo it is fin that embitters it unto us. O beware of f 
all known fin, and particularly the fin of earthly-minded- i 
»efs, unthankfulnefs for mercies, lukewarmnefs inreligion, i; 
neglett to improve Chrift, negleft of prayer, and formali- f 
ty in it, quenching of the Spirit, falling from your firft L 
love, breach of vows, mifearrying under fignal mercies, i 
finning after afflidlions,,turning to old fins. Guard againft i 
thefe evils now in time of health, otherwife they will put 
thorns in your pillow when ficknefs cometh. Dare not to r 
live in fuch a courfe as you would not adventure to die in. i 
How do you know but your next ftep may be into the r 
grave ? and would you be willing to lie down there in 
your fins, with earthly, dead, formal, wandering, and un- ' 
believing hearts ? 

3r//y, Sit loofe from the world, and live as ftrangers in, i 
it, that you may be able to pack and be gone from it up- * 
onfhort warning. Let death find you dead before-hand, j , 
dead to the world. If your affe&ions be glewed to the 
world, it will be a violent rending and fad parting you 
will have with-it when the dying hour cometh. You will' v 
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be ready, like Lot’s wife, to linger, hanker, and look gree- 
dily back again. 4*i6/y, Keep fliort reckonings with God and confcience," 
that you may not have old fcores to reckon upon when you 
tome to the death-bed, O what Ringing pain and tor- 
ment may one fin unmourned for coft you at that time !' 
Let confcience then bring in the accounts of every day be- 
fore you fleep, and fpeedily take up every controvetfy that 
may fall out betwixt God and thy foul. 

$thly} Dwell much upon the thoughts of death, that you 
may learn to be acquaint and familiar with it ; as Job was, 
who faid, before-hand, “ to corruption, Thou art my fa- 
rther ; and to the woim, Thou art my mother and my fif- 
!ter,” Johxvii. 14. For this caufe the Egyptians ufed to 
place a dead man’s fcull in fome confpicuous place of ftheir rooms ; likewife the Jews had their fepulchres in 
their gardens of pleafure, that fo in the midft of their de- 
lights they might think on their dying time- We read of 
Thilip king of Macedon, that ordered a page every morn- 
ing to rouze him from fleep with theft words, “ O king, 
remember thou art a mortal man.” By thjs often-repeat- 
ed leflbn.he laboured to humble his lofty mind, and make 
his acquaintance with death, that it might not feem ftrange 
or furprifing to him when it fhould actually come and 
fnatch him away. 

> bthly^ Study to fpend every day as it were to be your 
laft, and perform every duty as it-were the laft, ftill look- 
ing on ficknefs and.death as very near. That which makes- 

; molt men fo unconcerned about ficknefs, death, and eter- 
nity, is, they view them as things afar off, at thirty or for- 
ty years diftance. “ They think their time will be long 
here : why, they are healthy, of a throng conftitution, and 
their fathers lived fo long which turely are falfe rules 
to judge by. It was the expe£lation of many years that 
helped on .the ruin of that rich fool in the gofpel. It were 
far better for every man to look on himfelf as (landing e- 
very day and night at the very door of eternity ; and hun- 
dreds of difeafes ready to open the door and let him in. 
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When you lie down at night, leave your heart with Chrift, 
and compofe your fpirits fo, as if you were not to awake 
till the heavens are no more ; for certainly that night co- 
meth, of which you will never fee the morning, or that 
morning of which you wifi never fee the night. But 
which of your mornings, or nights thefe will be you know 
not, feeing your times are not in your own hands. 

Ithly, Set apart fome time, daily, for thinking, in a re- 
tired way, on your time that is paft, and upon eternity that 
is to come. The negle£l of this duty of meditation, and i 
retired thinking, is very prejudicial, both to the godly and 
ungodly. It was David’s pra&ice to think, and to think i 
upon his ways ; which engaged him to reform whatever i 
he found amifs in them, Pfal. cxix. 59. Oh ! it is the ru« bt 
in of many a foul, they are utter ftrdngers to this way of J to 
thinking. I have read of a father, who on his death-bed, , tl 
left it as a folemn charge upon his only fon, who was a 
prodigal, that he fhould fpend a quarter of an hour every 
day in retired thinking, and let him chufe any fubjeft he 
pleafed. The fon thinks this an eafy talk, undertakes it,, ! < 
and after his father’s death fet himfelf to perform his pro- | k 
mife. One day he thinks upon his bypall pleafures; ano- it: 
ther day he contrives his future delights •, after a while t 
he begins to think ferioufly what might be his father’s de- : r 
fign in laying this talk upon him : at length he thinks, his >: 
father was a wife and good man, therefore furely he in- j 
tended and hoped that, among the reft of his meditations, 
he would fome time ©r other think of religion. When 
this had truly poS'elTed his thoughts, one thought and ques- 
tion comes upon the back of another, about his by-paft j r 
life and future Hate, that he could not contain himfelf in 
fo Ihort a confinement, but was that night without lleep j 1: 
yea, and afterward could have no reft till he became feri- 
oully religious. O that I could perfuade all carelefs and ( 
unthinking fouls to go and do likewife ! Ah ! how many 
fpend their days in a hurry about their worldly affairs, 
and perilh for want of thinking ! 

Sthly, Among other fubje&s of your retired thoughts, 
fpend fome time in thinking, hoyv awful and terrible a , 
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. iiing it muft be for a poor Chriftlefs foul to make its ap- 

a; iearance before an angry tJod after death, “ For who (faith ■ ;he prophet) can dwell with devouring fire ? who can a- 
ii )ide with everlafting burnings ?” I have read of a certain 
; ting of Hungary, who being on a time marveloufly fad and 
t leavy, his brother, who was a brilk and gallant man, 

would needs know thereafon,: “ Oh brother, (faith he) 
[ have been a great finner againll God, and J know not 
jiow I (liall appear before his judgment-feat.” His brother 
infwered, “ Thefe are but melancholy thoughts ; and fo 
diade light of them, as moft courtiers ufe to do. The king 
eplied nothing at that time ; but the cuftom of that coun- 

try was, (the government being abfolute), if the executi- 
oner founded a trumpet at a man’s door, he was prefently 
o be led to' execution. The king fent the executioner in 

ihe dead time of the night, and caufed him to found his 
hrumpetat his brother’s door, who hearing and feeing the 
tnefienger of death, fprang in trembling into his brother’s 
irefence, falls down upon his knees, and befeeches the 
cing to let him know wherein he had offended him. “O 
jrother, (faid the king), you never offended me, but loved 

me : but is the fight of an earthly executioner fo terrible 
io thee ; and fliall not I, who am fo great a finner, fear 
)nuch' more to be brought to the judgment-feat of an an- 
gry God !” 
’ gthly. Think often how religioufly men ufe to wifh they 
had lived, when they come td the Tick and dying time, 
jr Thefe who h ave fpent their time moft carelefsly, begin to have othdr notions of religion when they Fee the grim 
neffenger approaching. ’ Go to their bed fides, and afk 
|!hem, Whether floth or diligence, formality or fervency* 
drinking or praying, loving the i^orld or loving Chrift, be 
:he beft ; would they not tell yoti, that theje.is none fo 
wife as they that are moft religious ? Think, O man, in 
pealth, with thyfelf, if thou waft juft now upon thy death- 
bed, and faweft thy friends ftanding mourning round a- 
tjout thee, but unable to help thee, what would be thy 
poughts and difeourfe at that time ? O then, let fome of 
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the fame thoughts and difcourfe fillup eyery day and f' • 
hour^of thy life now. Why, thou knoweft not but j 
thismoment thou mayft be as near death, as if thy friends r and phyfidans too were defpairing of thy life, and had gi- - 
ven you over for dead. 

\otBly, Be employed now in fighting the good fight of 
faith. You have many enemies to deal with, and death is i 
the laft of them. Would you obtain the victory over them? 
Then get on the Chriftian armour, and make much ufe i 
of the fhield of faith. We read in the book of Either, that t king Ahafuerus would not recal the proclamation he had !ir emitted againft the Jews ; but he gave them full liberty r take up arms to defend themfelves, and attack their ene- • T mies ; fo hfere, God will not recal the fentence of death 
he hath pall upon all men in the garden ; but neverthelefs j ::- he allows, yea, co.mmiffionates all true Ifraelites to take up ; 
arms againft death, to conquer and trample it under foot \ 
by faith. 

Lnjlly% Be bufy now in health, providing, and laying £ 
up a ftock againft the time of ficknefs and affli£tion j which ; 5, 
may contribute to your comfortable living then, when t the world’s good things will be taftelefs and comfortlefs | i 
to you. As thefe who have a voyage to'go, do vi&ual the l; 
{hip ; and thefe who have a fiege to hold out, take-in pro- 
tifions : even fo do ye. 

1 Get a ftock of oraces agaii'ut that time, sfpecially a 
ftoc^ Cl of patience, of humility, felf-denial, &c. There will be ufe for all thefe then. A little grace, ora 
little faith, is not enough s for this will faint under afflic- 
tions. We read, Matth. xix. that, when the winds began 
to blow fiercely, Peter’s little faith began to fail. You 
have need of a great meafure of patience againft that 
time, that you may wait quietly on God, till he come to 
your relief. You know not but he may lengthen Out your 
trials and tarry till the fourth watch Cl uie night before he j come with deliveranrfy . 

2. Provide a ftock of evidences or marks of grace, and 
Of the love of God, that yon may be able to aflert your in- 
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Veil in him as your portion in Chrift, and may be per- 
aded, that neither death nor life will ever feparate you 
bni him. 
3, Get a ftock of divine experiences. Lay up all the 

:periences ypu have Jhad of God’s; loving-kindnefs, and 
icfe will'give great relief and encouragement to the foul 
1 the day of dfftrefs. 

! 4. Lay up a ftock of fermons. Treafure up the coun- 
ts and cordials which they bring you from God’s word, 
aat fo you may, according to Ifa. xfiii. 23 “ hear for 
ie time to come j” and efpecially for fick-beds, when you 
mnot get fermons to hear. Then it is, that you ought to 
e and feed upon the fermons you have heard. 
5. Lay up a ftock of prayers Be much in wreftlitig 

•frith God for help and throughbearing in the day of af- 
f{n£Vion ; and fo you may expert tlie gracious returns there- 

in the day of calamity. 
6. Provide- a ftock of promifes. Be now gathering thefe 

/eet cordials from God’s word, lay them up in your heart 
id memory, and they will be very refrefhing and fup- 
irting to you in the day of ajfli&iph. 
irect. IX. Let thofe •who are in health set'about the work 
of repentance, and turning to Gpd in Chrifc timeoufy and 

| quickly ; and beware of delaying this work until the time of 
•I ftckuefj and oj.dying. 

OD’s command to you is, to fet about the work pre. 
fently, without any delay, Heb. iii. 15. « To-day ' 

A ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” Matth. 
Ixi. 28. “ Go work to-day in my vineyard.” Ecclef. xii. 
I. Remember now thy Creator in the day s of thy youth.” 

.well, God’s voice to you, O man in health, is to-day. 
Jut the devil’s voice to you is to-morrow. And which of 
be two will you hearken to ? Surely it is your wifdom to pey the|voice of your Creator and Friend, and not of your 
nemy and deftroyer. Why, to-day thou art in health, to- jiorrow thou mayeft be in ficknefs; to-day thou art on 
jirth, to-morrow thou mayeft*be in hell; to-day Chrift i« 
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inviting you to come to him, to-morrow he may be fen- ; 
te'ncing you to depart from him. And confider, that the fr 
devil, who tempts you to delay this day,will be as ready to .r 
tempf you to the fame to-morrow; and fo the devil’s to- t morrow will never come. It will be ftill to-morrow^ w’ith ^ 
him till the laft hour, that fb he may get yoiicheated out j 
of-your whole time and falvation together. 

Here I {hall endeavour two things ; i. Bring arguments ! t to perfuade you to repent and clofe with the offers of [jf Chrift prefently, without any delay, as God requires. 2.'1 i( Show the evil danger of delaying till the time of ficknefs, [0 and of dying. As to the fir ft, wz. Arguments for pre- 
fent repentance, and againft delaying the work. 

\Jly Confider the uncertainty of your life and time to 
repent. Your life is but a vapour, a little warm breath 
that is going out and in at your noftrils, which may be 

; flopped by death ere you be aware ; thou knoweft not 
what will be to-morrow, Prov. xxvii. i. It was the faying ' 
of a godly man, when invited to a feaft upon the morrow, , 
« I have not had a morrow for tbefe many years.3’ It 
was a bad ufe thefe Epicurei made of this unbertainty, 
Ifa. xxii. 13- “ Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we 
fhall die.” It is much wifer to fay, “ Let us pray, and 
turn to the Lord, for to morrow we {hall die.” Nay, you 
have not fecurity for one hour Jo repent in ; for God 
hath a thoufand difeafes and accidents ready to ftop your 
breath, and end your days, whenever he pleafeth to give 
them orders. There are many fecure finners, who pre- | 
fume on long life, but there are nohe nearer deftru£tion | 
than fuch ; for God loves to difappoint thefe that pro- i 
mife themfelves a long life in fin and impenitency, as he ? did that rich man who was Maying up for many years, 
Luke xii. 19. “■ This night {hall thy foul bfe required of 
thee.” And O what a dark andt'difm’al night will it be, 
if death come before thy repentance ! O man, thou never didft lie down one night with affurance of rifing again; . 
thou never heard!! any fermon with aflurance of hearing ^, 
another ; thou never didft draw one breathwith aflurance 
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4‘ riling again ; thou never heardeft one fermon with 
'durance of hearing another ; thou never didit draw one 
ireath with aflurance of drawing another. What mad- 
icfs is it then to delay falvation-work ’one day or hour 
finger, and fo to leave the weightieft matter in the world 
it the greateft uncertainty ! 

idly, Confider, that though God in his Wonderful mer- 
y and patience fliould prolong your days, yet the longeil 
ife is (hort enough for the work you have to do, fuppofe 

jou begin it ptefently. Nay had you Methufalem’s years 
o fpend, they would be no more than fufficient to repent 
ind mourn for the fins and guilt which you have been fo 
png contracting; to reform and amend the many things 
;hat have beenamifs; to perform all the duties incumbent 
j>n you ; to make fure your calling and ele&ion, and put 
your fouls in a good pofture and preparation for an eter- 
&al ftate, and get them made meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the faints in light. Now, do ye think that 
ill this work can be done in an inftant, or in a time of 
icknefs, or old age, when ye are hardly fit to do any 
thing ? When a man’s fpirit is unable to bear the infirmi- 
ties of nature, how will he be able to bear the lalhes of a 
guilty confciense, or a wounded fpirit ? When the under- 
ftanding is weak, the memory frail, the will obftinate- 
ly bent the wrong way, by a long cuftom of finning, and 
negleCting of duty ; will that be a fit time to begin the 
work of repentance and converfion to God When na- 
ture is decayed, and the candle of life juft finking in the 
focket, will you: begin then to aCf for God and make your 
light fhinfi) before men to-liis glory ? O, remember, your 
work is long, your time is fiiort; and though you begin 

I ithis very hour, you will have no time to fpare. 
3<f/y, Delay not this work* becaufe it is not in your 

power to do it when,yfiu pleafeM It is a, delufion of the 
devil to imagine you may repent when you Will. No, no ; 
5t is God only that giveth,rcpontance,an<yip gives it when, 
and to whom he pleafeth. Acts v. 13. And it is a mere 
Beradventure, if ever he give it to a delaying finnerj 2 Tim. 

iii. 25. When is it that that you may have hopes he will 
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give repentance, but when he-calls you to it,and prefer!- | 
bes means to be ufed for that end ? Now that is to-day. |; 

To-day, if ye will hear his voice : now is the accepted jj 
time, now is the day of falvation.” To-day, when God i j; 
is calling, and the Spirit ftriving is the time of finding the 
Lord, and getting repentance from him. To-morrow it ii 
may be too late •, the Lord’s hand may be clofed, and the ; i 
door of mercy (hut. If you refufe the fpirit when he 
ftrives with you he may leave you, and never put another f 
ferrous thought in your heart of turning to the Lord. O 
defer not feeking repentance till it be too late : for there [ 
is a time when the Lord will not be found and then re- 
pentance will not be found, though you feek it with tears. . 
Indeed, God hath promifed mercy' to penitent finners: ; 
but he hath no where promifed the aids of his grace and ! ; 
Spirit to them that pnt off their repentance ; and he hath \ 1 

no where promifed acceptance to mere griefand forrow : 
for fin, without faith, and fruits meet for repentance : he t 
hath no where promifed to pardon thefe, who only pro- c 
mife to leave their fins, when they can keep them no 
longer. 

4thly, The longer repentance and clofing with Chrift is i delayedthedifficulty thereof is every day increafed. Why? t 
i. Becaufe of the deceitful nature of fin, which doth t 
daily bewitch and harden the heart more and more in the • 1 

pra&ice of it. 2. Cdftom in any thing hath a ftrong in- ].} 
ftuence on us, and becomes a kind of fecond nature, and 1 
breeds an almoft invincible inclination'to whatfoever we 
have long addi&ed ourfelves unto, whether it be in ac- 
tions natural or moral. Hence Ovid gives that good 
advice. 

Sfd propera, nec te venturas differ in boras ; &>ju mht st- bddie, eras minus apt us erit. 
. « BeTpeedy,- put not off till another time; 1 

-« He who is not prepared to-day, will be -« mdre unprepared to-morrow.” 
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\ He that goes on from day to day in fin, will find his 
f indifpofition to repent daily increafed, the habits of fin 
ftrengthened, and himfelf brought at length under the 
power of an inveterate cuftom. And if it be hard to 
break any cuftom, much more a cuftom in finning, which 
is fo agreeable to depraved nature. Hence faith the Spi- 
rit of God, Jer. xii. 23. “ Can the Ethiopian change 
his fkin, or the leopard his fpots ? Then may ye alfo do 
good, that are accuftomed to do evil.!’ 3. The longer 

i Satan keeps pofieflion, the more difficult will his eje&ion 
prove. The devils that pofleffed the man from the womb 
up, could not be call out but by fome extraordinary way. 
4. Delays bring on fpjritual judgments from God, fuch 
as judical hardnefs of heart, which will make repentance 
impoffible, according to that terrible place Ifa. vi. 9, 10. 
“ Make the heart of this people fat,” &c. which is quo- 
ted no lefs than fix times in the New Teftameut, as if it 
belonged only to them that linger and fit impenitent un- 
der gofpehcalls. 

Lastly^ We would reckon fuch delays madnefs in earth- 
ly affairs, which are but triflea when compared to falva- 
tion-work. If a man’s houfe were on fire, we would 
count him mad, if he fhould fay, it is time enongh to 
quench it to-morrow ; or, if he were ftung with a venom- 
ous ferpent, he would be mad that rteglefted to feek a 
prefent cure : or if he had got a poifon in his ftomach, 
he would never think he could foon enough vomit it up. 
If a malefafter were condemned, to a cruel death to- 
morrow, but had a promife of a remiffionjf he would 
look after it to-day ; would he be fo foolilh as delay it 
till next morning? But how much greater madnefs is it 
to delay repenting and fleeing to Chrift, when God’s 
calls and promifes relate to the prefent time, and our 
danger in delaying it is infinitely greater,than in any of 
file aforefaid cafes ? Surely there is no fting fo danger- 
ous, no poifon fo deadly as fin ; and can we too foon 
feek after the balm of Gilead, the blood of Chrift for its 
cure ? There is no death like the fecond death, no fire fo 
dreadful as the fire of God’s wrath: Now, this fire is 

X 2 
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already kindled againft your fouls; and if it be not time- |r oully quenched, it will burn you to the lowed hell. Lofe j, 
no time to get it extinguilhed, by fleeing to the blood y 
of Jefus. v II. The next thing is to fhew the evil and danger of j, 
delaying this work until the time of ficknefs and of dying, i (, 
Alas, it is the mod common practice of the mod part ! 
But confider, id, What wretched ingtatitude and bafe>- ; 
nefs there is in it. Whether is it fit ye fliould give the ,r bed of your time to God that made you, or to the devil . 
that feeks yonr dedruftion ? Is it reafonable that the de- . 
vil fhould fead on the flower and prime of your youth .. 
and drength,and your Creator have no other but the frag- 
ments of the devil's table ? When the dregs of your time ( are come, your drength gone, your fenfes failed, your t 
underdanding and memory weak, your affettions fpent j 
upon the creature, yea when you are good for nothing f elfe ; will ye be good enough for God and for falva- r 
tidn work, which requires all your drength and might ? 
But remember, if you be fo bafe as referve the dregs of \ 
your time for God you may expe£t he will be fo jud i 
as to referve the dregs of his wrath for you, according , 
to that promife Mai. i. 14. “ Curfed be the deceiver, , 
which hath in his flock a male and facrificeth unto the 
Lord a corrupt thing ” Your youth, ftrength, health, j 
gifts, and talents, are the males of the flock; if you give 
thefe to the devil, and referve the weak nefs of ficknefs > 
and old-age for God, you draw down his curfe upon your 
heads; and how long will you be able to bear up under 
the weight of God’s curfe ? Now O delaying finners, ; 
why fhould you be fo ungrateful to God and injurious, , 
to yourfelves ? God had early thoughts of mercy tp you ; . 
and will you have nothing but late thoughts of duty to 
him? Chrift did not defer his dying for us till he was j , 
old ; and fhall we defer living to him, till we be old ? I J 
Oh, we do not deal with God as we would have him to ; , 
deal with ns. When we need help in trouble we cry, as | 
Pfal. cii. 2. Lord, hear me j in the day when I call, an- 
fwer me fpeedily.” Tctday we ftill make the feafon of j 
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'• inercy but to morrow the feafon for duty. When mercy 

is delayed, we impatiently cry, How long ? how long ? J We will not wait God’s holy leifure. But alas ! we 
would have God to wait our finful leifure. Oh let us 
be afhamed of fuch difmgenuous dealings with our 

r Creator. 
2*//y, Death may get a commiflion to take you off fud- 

*■ denly, without giving you any time to repent. You are 
• not fure to fee the evening liar of ficknefs, before the 

i night of death overtake you, or that you will have any 
• warninggiven you before the fatal ftroke. For how many 1 are there who project long lives, and look for time before 

t' (death to repent, that get a furprifing call to flit from the ; [earthly tabernacle, and have not one minute to prepare 
for another lodging ? how many are drowned by a fud- 

!:den ftorm at fea ? And how many killed by outward ac- 
!j (cidents at land ? Some drop down fuddenly in the ftreets ; 

jfome die fitting in their chairs ; fome go to bed at night, 
and never fee the morning , fome die as quickly by a 
fit of an epilepfy, or apoplexy, as if Ihot with a gun. 
Thus thoufands are hurriedinto eternity, and prefentedbe- 

! 'fore a tribunal, without being allowed fo much time as to 
think one ferious thought, or fpeak one word ? not one 

; moment to confider where they are going, or to cry to God 
for mercy. And how know you but this may be your 

i cafe at death ? Mult it not be the greateil folly then to de- 
lay your repentance to a dying time, when it may not be 
one minute.long ? 

| Though you may have fome time to lie on fick- ! beds* how know ye but your ficknefs may be futh as 
jfhall incapacitate you foi fpifitual work ? Some we fee 
| are fo opprelfed with continual flumbering and fleeping, even when death is neared, that they are in no cafe to think 
, or fpeak of thefe things that belong to their eternal date, 
i Others in high fevers, are troubled with ravings and 
have no ufe of their reafon, fo that they are not capable ! to fettle their worldly affairs ; and how much lefs are 

j they fit to feoure their foul’s eternal codcerris, at that 
i time ?-r-Some, again, arfe lb racked with extreme pains X3 
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and agonies, impatient frettings, and bitter uneafinefs, that j si;: 
they cannot get one fettled thought on their foul’s prefent in 
or future ftate. Others are fo filled with terror and a- | t i 
mazement, at the view of approaching death and eternity, ' L 
that they cannot compofe their thoughts to examine them- , m 
felves, confefs their fms^acl faith in a Saviour, or follow ' : 
any dire&ion that is given them ; but go off the flage in a : 
confufion, being incapable to do any thing to purpofe for ; 
their fouls. Some their diftemper is fuch, that they are 
brought to a great (trait betwixt the word of God and the 
phyfician. The word of God and his mipifters tell them, 
if they do not mourn for their fins, and wreltle for mer- 
cy, they cannot be faved : but faith the phyfician, if you 
trouble yourfelf with fad and melancholy thoughts, you i < 
prejudice your body, aud hazard your life. Oh ! is this 
a fit time then to begin your preparation for another 
world ? 

The Spirit of God being long refilled and vexed 
by many in the day of health, he is provoked to leave 
them on death-beds to the hardnefs of their own hearts : 
And fo they remain like (locks and ilones, dead and (tupid* 
to the lad. 

$thlyy The devil, that was bufy all your lives to keep 
you from repentance, will not be idle at this time ; nay, 
he will be more active then than ever to ruin you, either by caufing you to fplit on the rock of prefumption or of 
defpair. Sometimes he will tell finners then, “ You need 
not trouble yourfelves about your fouls : God is more mer- 
ciful than to damn you ; the repentance you have alrea- 
dy, will ferve the turn.” But if this will not quiet them, 
he willfludy to drive them to defpair, by telling them, “ They have loll the feafpn of repentance and clofing with 
Chrift ; and now there is no remedy, no hope for them, 
and it is vain to ufe any further means. ’ Othen, do not 
hearken toSatan now, when he tempts you to delay your 
repentance. 

■6thly, Whatever appearance of repentance fome dying, 
perfons may have, let that be no 'encouragement to put 
of| till that.time. Why, there lieth a juft iufpicion upon; 
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a late repentance, that it is feldom found and fincere. It 
is no found work, that arifeth more from fears of hell, 
than from any real hatred of fin ; more from love to 
felf than love to God. And it is to be feared, that 
death-bed repentance is moftly of this fort, feeing ordina- 
rily it confifteth more in grief and fear, prayers and pro- 
mifes, than in a hearty loathing of fin, love to holinefs, 
or willingnefsto accept of Jefus Chrift : for have we not 
feen many of thefe penitents, who, in the view of death, 
have profefled great forrow for their wicked lives, and 
made folemn promifes of amendment ; yet when they 
have happened to recover, all their righteoufnefs hath va- 
nifhed, and they have returned to their former fins as 
greedily as ever ? And, O delaying finner, what ground; 
have you to think that your deatla-bed repentance will be 
any better than theirs ? Be wife then in time, fet hearti- 
ly about falvation-work in the day of your health, and 
do not leave the weightieft work to the weakeft time. 

Objeft. I. “ But hath not God promifed mercy to 
them that repent of their fins at any time ?” 

Answ. Yes, to them that repent truly and fincerely : 
but do not think that it is in your power to repent fo, at 
any time you pleafe ; no, it is impoffible you can do it 
without the influence and afliftance of the Spirit of God. 
And God hath no where promiled this to thefe who put 
off their repentance to a death-bed. There is a great dif- 
ference betwixt a fick man’s howling upon his bed, and 
fincere gofpel repenting. I, grant, true repentance is ne- 
ver tOo late ; but Oh ! late repentance is feldom true. 
True repentance is that which hath a care to walk holily, 
or hath works meet for repentance joined with it. Hence 
repentance is not only called metanoia, a change of 
mind, but alfo metameleia, an after care. Now for? a 
death-bed repentance, that hath no fuch holy care or good 
workfe, Iknowno promife in the Bible that ann^xeth fal- 
vation unto it. 

'Objcft. II. “ Do not we read in Chrift’s parable of the 
labourers, Matth. xx that fome were hired and brought 
into .the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and got the fame 
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reward with thofc that were hired at the third and fixth 
hour ? 

Ahsw. r. Thefe that were brought in fo late, could 
fay for themfelves, verf. 6. “ that no man had hired 
them,” or had offered to hire them before ; they did no 
fooner hear the gofpel-call, and offers of falvation through 
Chrifl tendered to them. But Oh ! this will ftand you 
in no ftead, who have had many a call and offer made you 
at the third, fixth, and ninth hour, and have refifted and 
refufed them : you will not have it to fay at the eleventh 
hour, as thfefe had, “ Mo man hath hired us.” 

2dlyt Thefe men, though they came in but at the ele- 
venth hour, and not being fooner hired,, yet they were la- 
bourers in the vineyard, and wrought one hour therein 
faithfully, in obedience their Lord’s command ; and fo 
brought forth fome fruits meet for repentance, and were 
accepted. But this is no encouragement to any to expe£l 
to be brought in at the twelfth hour, when there is no 
time to work, nor bring forth any fruits to teflify the fin- 
eegity of their repentance •, we have.no proraife of accep- 
tance made to fuch. 

Objeft. III. “ The penitent thief on the crofs fought 
mercy from Chrift at the laflhour, and got it.” 

Answ. That is a ffngular inftance, and gives no encou- 
ragement to delaying finners. The feriptures contain a 
hiftory of more than four thoufand years, and yet during 
all the time we have but one example of a man that truly 
and fincerely . repented when he came to die. And 
in this man’s cafe, there was fueh an extraordinary con- 
jun&ion of circumftances, as never happened before, and can never fall out again to the end of th? world- This . 
man had the happinefs to di^ clofe by the. newly pierced 
arid bleeding wounds of a crucified Jefus, when he was 
lifted up from the earth in the height of his Ipve, drawing 
fihners to falvation ; which was a juri&ure that can neve r 
have a parallel. Again, the man never had any offer of 
Chrift,, nor day of grace before now ; he ftsrrendered him 
felf upon the very firft call: and his faith in Chrift at the 
time was truly Angular and miraculous. He was defign- 
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ied by Heaven to be made a rare monument of the power 
|of Chrift’s grace, and a fpecial trophy of his vi6Iory over 
the devils and wicked men, at a time when ;hey feemed to 
triumph over him, as one crucified through weaknefs. 

From all which we may fee, that this example was ex- 
traordinary, and affords no ground for the prefumption of 
delaying finners. You may as well caft yourfelves into 
the fea, in hopes of prefervation by a whale, from the 
example of Jonah, as defer repentance now, in hopes 
of repenting on a death-bed, from the example of the 
thief on the crofs. Befides, your way of finning differs 
vaftly from his. He was not guilty of prefumption, as 
you are ; he did not flight Chrift’s calls and offers in the 
day of his health, and delay his repenting and elofing 
with Chrift, in hopes of an opportunity for them at the 
hour of death, as you do. Do you know what God de- 
termines concerning prefumptuous finning ? You may 
fee it Numb. xv. 28, 30, 31. “ And the priefts fhall 
make an atonement for the foul that finneth ignorantly, 
fsV. But the foul that doth ought prefumptuoufly, (whe- 
ther he be born in the land, or a ftranger), the fame re- 
proacheth the Lord : and that foul fhall be cut off from 
among his people ; becaufe he hath defpifed the word of 
the Lord.” O prefumptuous delaying finner, let this 
word of the Lord awaken you to a fpeedy and prefent re- 
folution to obey his voice. “ Return ye now every one 
from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings 
good,” Jer. xviii. 11. Now is the accepted time: if ye 
will hear his voice, it muft be to-day. Lord, fave us 
from hardening our hearts. Amen. 

FINIS. 
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SOME 

dying words 
Of the l,at<p RcTerend 

Mr. JOHN WILLISON 

TO HIS 

: WIFE and CHILDREN, 
1 Found .among his papers,after his Death, dat?d the 

! j oth of November 1764. 

To my Wife, 

,' My dear, 
MY diftrefs calls me to think of parting with you, 

the will of the Lord be done. I thank you for 
your tender care of me ; may the Lord blefs and reward 
you for it, and fan£iify your own tendernefs, and fupport 
you under it. As you have ftudied to live a life of faith 
and prayer all your days, fo I hope and believe you will 
continue to the end. In all your difficulties and fears 
sneourage yourfelf in the Lord your God. Commit your 
ways to him j truft him that is faithful and true. I re- 
ign you, my dear, to the HusBANnof hufbands, our dear- 

1 :ft Lord Jefus Chrift. 
To my Children. 

D 
EAR children, your earthly Either muft leave you, 
your heavenly Father is immortal. O ! cleave faft 
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to him. Trifle not about your fouls concerns in time ofi 
health ; mind thefe things as the one thing needful; this] 
you will not repent of when you come within a near j 
view of death, and endlefs, tternity. Q Sirs ! prefs for 1 
clear views of your intereft in Chrift, the only Surety j 
and Saviour of finners. Among other evidences of it, j 
live by faith on him, and ftudy holinefs in heart and life. I 
Dear Sirs, think how you will be able to Hand before ! 
Chrift; your Jttdge at the felt day, unlefs you have Chrift’s | 
image on you, and be made new creatures. Lord make : 
you all fuch, and blefs you with his bell bleffing ! My j 
blefling be upon you all.—What means God gave me, I j 
have bellowed them on you, or left them to you. Be j 
kind and carpful of your mother while you have her. And ] 
let none of you forget, that though I go before you to the i 
dull, you mull all quickly follow me. O ! that we may j 
all meet together at the right hand of our blefied Redem- I 
er, to fee his face, and ling his praife. The time is near, 
be ye therefore alfo ready. 

Now, my dear wife and children, remember what is a- 
bove as the words of your afte£lionate hulband and loving 
father, who being dead, yet hereby fpeafeth to you for 
your eternal good and happinefs ; may thn^fmk into your j 
heart ! So prayeth, John Wiluson. 1 
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