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THE 

DEC REET-ARBITR AL, 
PRONOUNCED BY 

HIS MAJESTY KING JAMES VI. 

IN THE SUBMISSION 
BY THE 

MERCHANTS and CRAFTSMEN 

EDINBURGH. 

T Edinburgh, the nineteenth day 
of June, the year of God, One 

thoufand five hundred fourfcore three 
years, in prefence of the Lords of Coun- 
cil, compeared perfonally Mr J ohn Sharp, 
John Preftoun, Thomas Craig, and 
John Skeene, procuratours fpecially 

o F 

A conftitute 
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conftitute for the Proveft, Baillies, Dea- 
cones, Counfel, and Community of the 
Burgh of Edinburgh, be the Aft of 
Counfel underwritten,made in prefence 
of the Proveft, Baillies, Deacones, Coun- 
fel, and Community contein’d therem- 
til, of the date underwritten, and gave 
in the faid Aft of Council, with the De- 
creet-arbitral aftermentionat, given and 
pronouncit be the King’s Majefty, and 
judges after following, fubfcrived Be 
them, and the parties after rehearfed, 
and defix:edthe fame to be infert and re- 
giftrate in the Bulks of Counfel, to have 
the llrength, force, and effeft of their 
Aft and Decreet in time to come, and 
letters and executorials to be direft 
upon the parties fpecifiet thairintil. The 
quhilk defire the faid Lords thought 
reafonable; and therefore hes ordained 
and ordains the faid Aft and Decreet- 
arbitral to be infert and regifirat in the 

faid 
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faid Bulks, to have the llrength, force, 
and effect of their Act and Decreet, and 
hes interponit and interpons their De- 
creet and authority thereto, and decerns 
and ordains letters and executorials to 
-be direct upon the hail parties fpecifietin 
the faid Decreet-arbitral, for fulfilling 
thereof in all poynts, in manner fpecifiet 
thereintil: Of the quhilk the tenor fol- 
lows. 

The quhilk day Mr Michael Chif- 
holme, Andrew Sclater, John Adamfone, 
Baillies; Mr John Preftoun Dean of Gild; 
Mungo Ruffel Thefaurcr; John John- 
ftoun, JohnHarwood, John Robertfene, 
William Maule, William Nefbet, Alex- 
ander Naper, John Morifone, Robert 
Ker, Henry Charterhoufe, Merchants; 
James Fergufone, Bower; John Bairns- 
father, Tailyeour; and the Deakens fol- 
lowing, viz. Gilbert Primerofe, Ghirur- 

A 2 gian; 
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gian; John Wat, Smith; Edward Gal- 
braith, Skinner; Edward Hart, Gold- 
fmith; William Hoppringle, Tailyeour; 
Thomas Dickfon, Furrier; And fick- 
like James Ker, Flelher; William Weir, 
Cordiner; AdamNewtoun, Baxter; Wil- 
liam Coutts,Webfter; AndrewWilliam- 
fon, Wright; William Somers, Bonnet- 
maker, remanent Deakens of Crafts, 
for themfelves, and the hail body and 
community of the Town, als well Mer- 
chants as Craftfmen, makes and confti- 
tutes Mrs John Sharp, Thomas Craig, 
John Preftoun, Affeflburs, and Mr John 
Skeene Procurator Fifcal, or any twa 
of them, their procuratours, to compear 
before the Lords of Seffion and Coun- 
fel whatfomever day or days conveni- 
ent, and there, in name and behalf of 
the Provoft,Baillies, and Counfel for the 
Merchants, and of the faid Deakens for 
the Crafts on the other part, to confent 

to 
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• to the regiftrating of theDecreet-arbitral 
given by the King’s Majefty, and Arbi- 
trators fpecified therein, betwixt the 
Merchants and Craftfmen, in the Buiks 
of Counfel, interponing of their autho- 
rity thereto, with execution to follow 
thereupon, in manner fpecified in the 
faid Decreet, and generally, &c. promit- 
tentes de rato, &c. Extract furth of the 
Counfel Bulk of Edinburgh, be me Mr 
Alexander Guthrie, Common Clerk of 
thefamen ; Witnefs thereto my fign and 
fubfcription manual. 

Alex. Guthrie. 



HERE FOLLOWS THE TENOR OF THE 
SAID DECREET-ARBITRAL. 

T Halyruidhoufe, the twenty twa 
day of Apryl, the yeir of God 

One thoufand five hundred fourfcore 
three years, we Robert Fairlie of Braid, 
Sir Archibald Naper of Edinbellie, 
Knight, and James Johnfloun of El- 
phingftoun, Judges Arbitrators, chofen 
for the part of Mr Michael Chiflxolme, 
Andrew Sclater, John Adamfone, and 
William Fairlie, Baillies of Edinburgh; 
Mr John Preftoun, Dean of Gild; Mun- 
go Rulfel, Thefaurer j John Johnftoun, 
Robert Ker younger, Henry Charter- 
houfe, John Morifone, William Maul, 
John Harwood, John Robertfone, Wil- 
liam Inglis, Alexander Naper, William 
Nefbet, Merchants, being on the Coun- 
fel of the faid Burgh, for themfelves. 

•and 
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and in name- and behalf, and as Gom- 
miffioners for the hail Merchants in- 
dwellers of the faid Burgh, on the ane 
part, and John Cockburn of Orme- 
ftoun, Mr Robert Pont Proveft of the 
Trinity Colledge, and Mr David Lind- 
fey Minifter of Leith, Judges Arbitrators, 
ehofen for the part of James Fergufone, 
Bower; John Bairnsfather, Tailyeour, 
twa of the Craftfmen, being on the 
Counfel of the faid Burgh; Gilbert 
Prymrofe, Deaken of the Chirurgians; 
John Wat, Deaken of the Hammer- 
men j William Hoppringle, Deaken of 
the Taiiyeours; Edward Galbraith, Dea- 
ken of the Skinners; Edward Hairt, 
Deaken of the Gold-fmiths; Adam New- 
toun, Deaken of the Baxters; Thomas 
Dickfone, Deaken of the Furriers; An- 
drew Williamfon,Deaken of the Wrights; 
William Bickertoun, Deaken of the 
Maiffonsj JaraesKer,Deakenof theFlelh- 

ersj 
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ers; William Weir, Deaken of the Cor- 
diners; Thomas Wright, Deaken of the 
Webfters ; William Cowtts, Deaken of 
the Wakers; and William Somer, Dea- 
ken of the Bonnet-makers, for them- 
felves, and in name and behalf, and as 
Commillioners for the hail Craftfmen 
indwellers of the faid Brugh, on the 
uther part: And the Right Potent and 
lllufter Prince James, be the Grace of 
God, King of Scots, our So veraign Lord, 
odfman and overfman, chofen be ad- 
vice and confent of baith the faids par- 
ties, anent the removing of all queftions, 
differences, and controverfies, quhilks 
are, or has been betwixt the faids Mer- 
chants and Craftfmen, concerning what- 
fomever caufe or occafion, whereupon 
debate or queftion did arife in any time 
betwixt them : And thereupon, baith 
the faid parties being bund, oblift, and 
fworn, to ftand, abide, and underly, 

and 
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and fulfil the Decreet-arbitral, and deli- 
verance of us the faids Judges, and 
Overfman, but appellation, reclama- 
tion, or contradi&ion, as at mair length 
is contained in anfubmiflion made there- 
upon, baith the faids parties clames and 
griefs given in be them, with the an- 
fiwers made thereto, and their rights, 
reafons, and allegations being heard, 
feen, and confidered be us,and we there- 
with being ryply advifit, after many 
and fundry conventions and meetings, 
with lang travels tane hereanent, hes 
all in ane voice accordit, and agreed up- 
pon the heads and articles following: 

First, To take away all differences 
quhilk has been heretofore concerning 
the perfons who had the government of 
the Town, their number, power, or au- 
thority, and manner of their eledion ; 

B it 
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it is finally concordit, decernit, and coi^- 
cludit thereupon as follows : 

,, The Magiftrats and Of- Magistrats.- ° 
ficemen, fick as Proveft, 

Baillies, Dean of Gild, aAd Thefaurer, 
to be in all tyroes coming of the eftait 

, and calling of Merchants, conform to 
the a£ts of Parliament; and gif ony 
Craftfman excerceand merchandize, fall 
for his guid qualities be promovit their- 
to, in that caife he fall leive his craft, 
and not occupy the fame be hiipfelf nor 
his fervants during the time of his of- 
fice, and fall not return theirto at any 
tyme theirafter quhill he obtain fpecial 
licenfe of the Proveft, Baillies, and 
Counfel to that effed. 

Counsel. ^H£ C°Unfel to COnfift of 
ten Merchants, to wit, the auld 

Proveft, four auld Baillies, Dean of Gild, 
and 
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ind Thcfaurer of the nixt year preced- 
ing,and three uther Merchants to be cho- 
fen to them, and als to confift of eight 
Craftfmen thereof, fex Deakens, and 
twa other Craftfmen, makand in the hail 
the faid Cotmfel eighteen perfons, and 
this by the Oihcemen of that year, to 
wit, the Proveft, Baillies, Dean of Gildy 
and Thefaurer. 

And as to the manner of 
theElection,It is firft generally Ei,ect10N‘ 
accordit and concludit, that na manner 
of perfonbechofen Proveft, Baillies,Dean 
of Gild, or Thefanrer, fuppofe they be 
Burgeffes of the Burgh, and able there- 
fore, without they have been an year 
or twa upon the Counfel off before. 
And anent the Counfel, the anld mancr 
of giving in of tickets be the Deakens, 
out of the quhilk the twa Craftfmen 
were yearly chofen, to be abrogat, dif- 

B 2 chargit, 
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chargit, ceafe, and expyre in all tyme^ 
coming, fwa that the faids twa Craftf- 
men fliall be chofen yearly, without 
ony ingiving of tickets, indifferently of 
the bell and worthieft of the Crafts, be 
the faids Proveft, Baillies, and Counfel 
allanerly; and nane to be of the Coun- 
fel above twa year together, except they 
be Oflicemen, or be vertue of their of- 
fices be on the Ccunfel. Sicklike, anent 
the lytts of the Baillies, they fall not be 
dividet nor caften in four ranks, three 
to every rank, as they.were wont to be, 
bot to be chofen indifferently, ane out 
of the twelff lytts, ane uther out of ele- 
ven lytts, the third out of ten, and the 
fourt out of nyne lytts. Anent the 
Deakens, that nane be eleclit Deaken, 
except he that has been an maifter of 
his Craft twa year at the leaf!:; and that 
nane of them be continued in their of- 
fice of Deakenfhip above twa year to* 

gidder. 
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gidder. Laft, in general, that nane 
have vote in lytting, voiting, or ele&- 
ing of the Proveft, Baillies, Counfel, and 
Deakens, Dean of Gild, or Thefaurer, 
but the perfons hereafter following al- 
lenarly, in manner after fpecifit. 

And to proceid in the Election m 
faid Ele&ion, It is found special of Deacon?. 
guid to begin at the choo- 
iing of the Deakens of Crafts, quhilks 
are fourteen in number, to wit, Chirur- 
gyanis, Goldfmyths, Skinners, Furriers, 

i Hammer-men, Wrights, Mafons, Tail- 
yeours, Baxters, Flelhers, Cordiners, 
Webfters, Waulkers, Bonnet-makers: 
Swa the Deakens now prefent fhall ftand 
and continue quhil the third Counfel 
Day before the auld time of election of 
the new Counfel, quhilk was on the 
Wednefday next preceeding the Feaft 
of Michaelmafs ; upon the quhilk third 

Counfel 
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Comifel Day, the Proveft, Baillies, and 
Counfel now ftandand, extending to 
nineteen perfons, and fra thence forth 
yearly, and ilk year, the Proveft, Baillies 
and Counfel, conftitute of the faid 
twenty-five perfons, fall call in before 
them the faids Deakens of Crafts, every 
ane feverally, and require their opinion 
and judgment of the beft and worthieft 
of their Crafts. Thereafter, the faids 
Proveft, Baillies, and Counfel, fhall no- 
minat and lytt three perfons of the 
maift difcreet, godly, and qualified per- 
fons of every ane of the faids Fourteen 
Crafts, maift expert hand-labourers of 
their awen Craft, Burgefles and Free- 
men of the Brugh, whereof the auld 
Deaken fhall be ane, and caufe deliver 
their names to the Deakens, every ane 
according to their Craft; quhilk Dea- 
kens, on the morn thereafter, fall aflem- 
ble and convein their Crafts, and every 

Craft 
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Craft be themfelves, furth of thir names 
ftiall eled ane perfon, wha fall be their 
Deaken for that year; and upon the next 
Counfel Day after the faid Election, the 
auldDeakens, with fome of the matters 
of their Crafts, fall prefent the new Dea- 
ken to the Counfel, quha fall authorize 
them in their offices. 

NEXT,Toproceedtothe NewCouvsm. 
Election of the NewCoun- or D£AKENS- 
fel. The faid day of prefenting of new 
Deakens,the Proveft,Baillies, and Coun- 
fel, now ftandand of nineteen perfons, 
and fra then furth, the fame day yearly, 
Proveft, Baillies, and Counfel of twenty- 
five perfons fall choofe furth of the faids 
Fourteen Deakens, fex perfons to be ad- 
joy ned with the New Counfel for the 
year to come, and to have fpecial vote in 
lytting and choofing of the Proveft, 
Baillies, and Counfel; and the fame day, 

the 
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the auld fex Deakens, quhilk was upon 
the Counfel the year preceeding, to be 
removed, and have na farther vote for 
that year, except fome of them be of 
the number of the new elected Deakens. 

Thereafter, upon the New couNSEih' or merchants Wednefday next, preceed- AND Crafts. ]yjic]laelmafs [\^ yearj 

the Proveft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, The- 
faurer,and ten Merchants of the Counfel, 
and the faid fexDeakens, and twaCraftf- 
men, and in the hail twenty-five per- 
fons, and twenty-fex votes, be reafon of 
theProveft’s twa votes, ordinarily ftand- 
and at all tymes, fall conveen and choofe 
the New Counfel, to the number of 
eighteen perfons, to wit, the au!d; Pro- 
veft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Thefau- 
rer of that year, and the faid fex Deakens 
to make thretteen perfons thereof, and 
to them to be chofen three Merchants, 

and 
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and twa Craftfmen, and thir perfons to 
be callit the New Counfel: And gif ony 
perfon of the Merchants chofen upon 
the New Counfel, happens to be put on 
the lytt of an uther office, and prcmo- 
vit thereto, ane other fall be chofen in 
his room be the faids Proved, Baillies, 

. and Counfel. 

Thr.idly, To proceidto j-ttisofMa- 
the choohng of the Lytts cutrats. 

. to the Magiftrats and Office-men, fic as 
Proveft,Baillies,Dean of Gild, and The- 

| faurer: Upon the Friday next thereafter, 
there fall conveen the faid New Counfel 
of eighteen perfons, and the auld Coun- 
fel, conftitute of twelff perfons, viz. ten 
Merch; nts and twa Craftfmen, the faid 

■ new and auld Counfel, makand twenty 
Merchants and ten Craftfmen, and in 
the hail thretty perfons, by the Proveft’s 
odd vote j quhilks perfons fblemnatly 

- C protefting 
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protefling before God, that they fhall 
choofe the perfons whom they find 
maifi: meet, without favour, hatred, or 
ony kind of collufion ; then fall begin 
and choofe the lytts to the faid Magi- 
ftrats and Office-men, to every ane of 
them three lytts; that is to fay, to the 
Proveft, twa lytts with himfelf; to the 
four Baillies, every ane of them three 
lytts, the auld Baillies not beand ane, 
except they be new chofen thereto ; to 
the Dean of Gild, twa lytts with him- 
felf; and to the Thefaurer, twa lytts 
with himfelf; quhilks hail lytts fall be 
of the order and calling of Merchants, 
as laid is. 

Election of Ma- Fo^KTHLY, To pro- gistrats. cee(1 t0 the eie£:ing and 
choofing of the faid Magiftrats and 
Office-men, upon the Tuelday nixt 
after Michaelmafs yearly, there fall con- 
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veen the faids thretty perfons of new 
and auld Counfel, and with them the 
reft of the Deakens of Crafts, quhilks 
are not of the Counfel, extending to 
eight perfons; the hail perfons fwa 
conveenand, extending to thretty-eight 
perfons by the faid odde vote, there- 
of twenty Merchants, and eighteen 
Trades ; quhilks perfons fall begin at 
the lytts of the Proveft, and every ane 
in their awen rank give their votes to 
fic as they find maift meet for the well of 
the Town, according to their confidence 
and knawledge, but feid or favour; 
and on whom the greateft number of 
votes fall fall, that he be fworn, receivit, 
and admittit Proveft for that year; and 
fwa to proceed thorow the lytts of the 
Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Thefaurer, 
quhill the faid Eledion be compleatly 
endit. The faids Proveft, Baillies, Dean 
of Gild, Thefaurer, and Counfel, eledit 

Cs as 
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as faid is, makand in the hail twenty- 
five perfons; they only, and na uthers, 
fall have the full government and ad- 
min'iftration of the hail Common-weill 
of this Burgh, and in all things, as the 
Proveft, Baillies, and Counfel thereof, 
or of any uther burgh had of before, or 
may have hereafter, be. the laws or con- 
fuetude of this realm, infeftments and . 
priviledges gran tit to this Town be 
our Sovereign Lords maift Noble Pro- 
genitors ; exceptand always thir caufes 
following, in the quhilks the hail four- 
teen Deakens of Crafts fall be callit and 
adjoyned with them to give their fpe- 
cial vote and confultation thereinto, to 
wit. In election of the Proveft, Baillies, 
Dean of Gild, and Thefaurer, as faid is ;. 
In fetting of Feus, or any manner of 
Tacks, attour the yearly rowping upon 
Martinmafs-evenj In giving of benefices 
and uther offices-within Burgh; In 

granting 



[ 2! ] 
granting of extents, contributions, em- 
primits, and ficklike ; bigging of com- 
mon warks; and in difponing of com- 
mon good above the fum of twenty 
pound togidder.. 

Providing neverthe- . i -r'k i Warning op less, that the Deakens, not the deakens, 
of the Counfel, nor ony andCounsel' 
of them, beand perfonally warned to 
that efieft, and abfenting themfelves, 
fwa oft the laft Deacone, or any uther 
that was in lytt with him that yeir, 
fall fupplie their room ;. and they 
beand perfonally warned, and ab- 
fent, the reft compjearand fall have 
power to proceed: gif ony of the Pro- 
ved, Baillies, and Counfel be abfent, 
the reft wha are prefent fall choofe an 
uther in their room. And to avoid all 
fufpicioun that has rifen in times paft, 
through the particular afiemblies, con- 
ventiouns, and convocations, contrair 

thf* 
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tke ads of Parliament, and to the trou- 
ble of the quyet ftate of this Brugh, 

It is affreit and concludifc, CdNVENTlODNS. ° 
that nather the Merchants 

amang themfelves, nather the Crafts and 
their Deakens, or vifitors, fall have or 
make ony particular or general Con- 
ventions, as Deakens withDeakens, Dea- 
kens with their Crafts, or Crafts amang 
themfelves, far lefs to make privat laws, 
or ftatutes, poind and diftrenzie at their 
awen hands for tranfgreffions, by the 
advice and confent of the Proveft, Bail- 
lies, and Counfel. 

„ „ Exceptand alwavs,. Bean of Gild - ' MAY CONVEEN HIS that the Dean of Gild may Counsel. auemble his Brether and 
Counfel, in their Gild Courts, con- 
form to the ancient laws of the Gild- 
rie, and priviledges theirof j and that 

any 
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any ane Craft may convein together 
amang themfelfs, for the choofing of 
their Deaken, at the tyme appointit 
theirto, and in manner before exp reft j 
making of Mafters, and trying of their 
handiewark allanerly: And gif ony Bro- 
ther, or Deakens of Crafts fall find out, 
©r devyfe any good heids that may tend 
to the weill of their Craft, they fall pro- 
pone the fame to the Magiftrats, wha fall 
fet forward an act or ftatute thairupon, 
and interpone their authority thereto, 
as it bees found reafonable. 

Item, As tuitching the 0 Commissioners. Gommiffioners in Parlia- 
ment, General Counfel, and Commif- 
fioners in Conventioun of Burrows, it 
is thought guid be the Commonaris, 
that in all tymes coming the ane of the 
faids Commiflioners for the Brugh of 
Edinburgh fall be chofen be the faid 

Proveft 
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Froveft and Baifties, furth of the num- 
ber and calling of Craftfmen, and that 
perfon to be an Burgefs and Gild-Bro- 
ther of the Brugh, of the beft, expert, 
wife, and honeft reputatioun. 

Item, It is agreed, that the 
. Auditors of all the Town’s 

comptis fall hereafter be chofen of equal 
number of Merchants and Craftfmen, 
be the Froveft, Baillies, and Counfel. 

Itxm, Toward the lang 
controverfiesfor the Gildrie, 

it is finally, with common confent, ap- 
poyntit, agreit and concludit,. that als 
weill Craftfmen as Merchants, fall be re- 
ceived and admitted Gild-brether, and 
the ane not to be refufit nor fecludit 
therefra mair nor the uther, they being 
Burgefies of the Brugh, als meit and 
qualified thairfore j and that Gild-bre- 

ther 
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tlver to have liberty to ufe merchandice.' 
Their admillion and tryal of their qua- 
lificatioun to be in the power and hands 
of the Proveft, Baillies, Thefaurer, and 
Counfel, with the Dean of Gild, and 
his Counfel, quhilk fall conlift in equal 
number of Merchants and Craftfmen, 
Gild-brether, not exceiding the number 
of fex perfons, by the Dean of Gild 
himfelf; and that no perfon, of what- 
ever faculty foever he be, fall bruik the 
benefit of an Gild-brother, without he 
bereceivitandadmittit thereto, as faid is. 

Item, That na manner burgesses, 
of perfon be fufferit to ufe Crafts* 
merchandice, or occupy the handie- 
wark of ane free Craft within this 
Brugh, or yet to exerce the liberty and 
priviledge of the faid Brugh, without 
he be Burgefs and Freeman of the 
fame. 

D Item. 
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Item, Becaufe the Meb. Extents. ^ants and Craftfmen of 

this Brugh are now to be incorporat in 
an Society, and to make an hail Town, 
and Common-weill, it is thought expe- 
dient, and concludit, to abrogat the for- 
mer cuftome of dividing and fetting of 
extents, wherein the Merchants payit 
four parts, and the Crafts the fifth part: 
And theirfore it is agried, that as they 
watch and waird together, fwa in all 
extents, emprimits, contributiouns, and 
the like fubfidies to be impofit upon 
the Burgh, Merchants and Craftfmen to 
bear the burden and charge theirof in- 
differently over-head, according to their 
ability and fubftance, throw the hail 
quarters of the Town, without divifioun 
of the rolls in Merchants and Craftfmen 
in any time coming. The extentours 
fall be of equal number of Merchants 
and Craftfmen, eighc perfons of the 
ane calling, and eight perfons of the u- 

thcr, 
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iher, to be eleclit, fworn, and receivit 
be the Proveft, Baillies, and Counfel, 
out of the maift difcreit and fkilful of all 
the Town, void of all partial affectioun 
and hatred : And that na manner of 
perfon ufand the trade of Merchant or 
Craftfmen, and occupyand the friedome 
of the Brugh, and able to pay any ex- 
tent, not beirand the office of Proveft 
or Baillies in the mean time, fall be any 
wayis exemit fra the real and actual 
payment thereof. 

Item, As the hail body C0IX,CT10ON. 
of the Town, confiftand of 
Merchants and Craftfmen, does bear an 
common burden of watching, waird- 
ing, extenting, and of the like portable 
charges, having an common-good pro- 
per to nane, fwa neidful it is for mak- 
ing an equal unity, and charitable con- 
cord, that there be in the hail Town but 

D 2 an 
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an collection, and an purfe, not pecu- 
liar to any, but common to all, of the 
hail dewties and cafualities, callit the en- 
tres-lilver of prenteiffes, upfets, owkly- 
pennies, un-laws, and licklike, to be 
colle&it in all times coming, and re- 
ceived baith of Merchants and Craftf- 
men, and put in an common purfe; 
and to that effett the Merchants to take 
and have prentices, as well as Craftf- 
men, and to be aftrictit and obleift their- 
to, and na prentice always to be receiv- 
ed of ather of them for Ihorter time nor 
the fpace of fyve yeirs compleit. And 
for the better knowledge to be had 
heirof, and for obferving an good or- 
dour in colle&ioun of the fame, that 
there be an common book made, and 
keipit be the common Clerk of this 
Brugh prefent, and to come, wherein 
the names of all prentices to Merchants 
and Craftfmen, the name of their ma- 

iler, 
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fler, day of their entries, and fpace of 
their prenticefhip, fall be infert and 
buikit; for the quhilk the Clerk fall 
have at their buiking of ilk perfon fex 
pennies, and for the outdraught twelf 
pennies, quhilk bulk fall be to the pren- 
tice an fufficient probatioun of his en- 
tries, and an charge to the Collectors of 
the faid dewties. If any man be an 
prentice heirafter, and not put in the 
faid buik, his prenteifliip fall be to him 
of 11a effect. Alfwa, be reafon every 
induftry is not of like valour and fub- 
ftance, it is declairit, that ilk rank or de- 
gree of prenteiffes fall pay, to wit, the 
Merchant prentice, and fic kind of peo- 
ple as were wont to extent with them, 
and are not under the faid fourteen 
Crafts, to pay at his entres the day of 
his buiking to the faid colle&ioun thret- 
tie fhilling, and at his up-fet, or end of 
his prcnteifhip, fyve pound. The pren- 

teis 
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texs to an Skynner, Chirurgian, Gold- 
fmith, Flefher, Cordiner, Tailyeour, 
Baxter, and Hammer-men, at their en- 
try and bulking, to the faid collec- 
tioun twenty fliilling, and for their up- 
fet fy ve pund. The prentice to an Ma- 
foun and Wright at his entrie thretteen 
Ihilling four pennies, and his up-fet three 
pund fex ftiilling eight pennies. The 
prentice to an Webfter, Waker, Bon- 
net-maker, Furriour, at his entry ten 
fliilling, and for his up-fet fiftie {hil- 
ling: And thir dewties to be tane by 
their owkly-pennies, and dewties of 
their Burgefliips: And to caufe all per- 
fons to be mair willing to enter them- 
felves in prenteifliip with the Burgefles 
and Frie-men of the Burgh, this privi- 
ledge is grantit to the faids prenteifes, 
that they fal pay na mair for their 
Burgeflxip to the Dean of Gild, but fyve 
punds by the dewties foirfaids: And 

in 
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in angmentatioun of the faid collec- 
tioun, when any perfons fall happen to 
be made Burgefles of this Burgh, wha 
was na prenteis to an Merchant, or 
Craftfman, Erie Bwrgefs of the faid 
Brugh, of has not compleit his pren- 
teilhip, fall pay to the faid collectioun, 
at his admiffioun,the double of the haill 
prenteis or entries-flver, up-fet and 
buiking, by the dewty pay it to the Dean 
of Gild for his Burgefhip, or Gildrie, 
quhilk is twenty punds for his Burge- 
fliip, and fourty pund for his Gildrie j 
the priviledge alwayes of the bairns of 
Burgelfes and Gild-brether not being 
prejudged heirby, quha fall pay the auld 
accuftomed dewty to the Dean of Gild 
allenarly. Thir dewties and collec- 
tiouns, or cafualities of entres-filver, up- 
fets, owkly-pennies, un-laws, and lick- 
like, to be received in all times com- 
ming, of all Merchants and Craftfmen 

indifferently. 
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indifferently, put in the (aid common- 
purfe, and imployit be the advyce and 
command of the Proveft, Baillies, and 
Counfel, for fupport and relief of the 
failyiet and decayet Burgeffes, Mer- 
chants, and Craftfmen, their wyfes, 
bairns, and auld fervants, and uther 
poor indwellers of the Town, The Pro- 
veft, Baillies, Counfel, and haillDeakens, 
every yeir after electioun of the Ma- 
giftrates, fall choofe the collectors of the 
faid dewties and cafualities, of equal 
number of Merchants and Craftfmen, 
and to devyfe and fet down fic good 
ordowr as they fall find meet and ex- 
pedient for the perfyte and reddie in- 
bringing thereof. And laft, the faid 
Colledtors fall make yeirly compts of 
their intromiflioun theirwith, at the 
tyme of making of the Town’s compts; 
and fall find fufficient cautioun at their 
admiflioun, for compt, reckoning, and 

payment. 
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payment. Item, it is ordained, that baith 
the faids parties. Merchants and Craftf- 
men, now prefent, and their fucceflbrs, 
fall inviolably obferve, keip, and fulfill 
this prefent appointment and Decreit- 
arbitral, and every held, claufe, and ar- 
ticle conteinit therein. Likeas, his Ma- 
jefty and the faids Judges, wills and or- 
dains them, with willing hearts to put 
in oblivion all bypaft enormities, im- 
brace and entertain love and amity, and 
as they are of ane City, fwa to be of ane 
mind; then fall they be acceptit of God, 
flop the mouths of them quhilk tuik 
occafion be their divifion to flander the 
truth; then fall they be mair able to 
do our Soveraign Lord acceptable fer- 
vice, and have an handing and flouriih- 
ing Common-weal : And finally, his 
Majefty and the faids Judges will efteem 
their lang travels fruitfully beftowit. 

E ' Attour, 
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CE*TmcAT,o» Attour, his Maje% of the Sett. an(j tjle fa^s JU(JgeSj or. 
dains the practice and execution of this 
prefent appointment and Decreet to be 
and begin after the day and date here- 
of, and to continue, and be obfervit and 
keepit as ane perpetual law in tyme 
coming; and whafoever contraveins the 
famen, fall be repute and halden ane 
troubler of the quiet eftate of the Com- 
mon-weal, incurre the note of infamy, 
and forfault and tyne their freedome 
for ever; and otherwife to be perfewit 
and punifhit as feditious perfons, con- 
form to the laws of the realm, with all 
rigor and extremity: And ordains thir 
prefents to be ratifiet and approvet in 
his Highnefs next Parliament; and, in 
the mean tyme, the. fame , to be adit and 
regiftrat in the Buiks of Counfel and 
Seffion, and to have the ftrength of ads 
and decreets of the Lords thereof, and 
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that their authority be interponit there- 
to, and letters and executorials to pafs 
thereupon, in form as effeirs. And for 
acting and regillrating of the famen, 
makes and conllitutes, Mrs John Sharp, 
John Prelloun, Thomas Craig, and John 
Skeen, our procurators, conjundtly and 
leverally in uberiore forma, promitten, de 
rato. In witnefs whereof, the faids 
Judges and Overfman, togidder with 
the faids Commiffioners, in token of 
their confents and acceptation of the 
premifles, has fubfcrivit thir prefents 
with their hands, as follows, day, year 
and place forefaid. 

JAMES R. 
Robert Fairlie of Braid. 
Archibald Naper of Edinbellie, 

Knight. 
James Johnlloun of Elphingltoun. 
John Cockburn. 

E 2. David. 
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David Lindrey. 
Robert Pont. 
Alexander Clerk, Provoft. 
Mr Michael Chiftiolme, Baillie. 
Andrew Sclatter, Baillie. 
John Adamfone, Baillie. 
Mr John Preftoun, Dean of Gild. 
Mungo Ruflel, Thefaurer. 
Robert Ker, younger. 
Henry Charters. 
John Morifon. 
John Harwood. 
John Robertfon. 
William Nifbet. 
Alexander Naper. 
James Ferguffone. 
William Mauld. 
John Johnftoun. 
Edward Galbraith.. 
Gilbert Primrofe. 
John Wat. 
James Kcr. (with my hand.) 

Willianv 
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William Pringle. 
Edward Hairt. 
John Bairnsfather, Tailyour. 
Thomas Dickfon. 
Andrew Williamfone. 
Thomas Wright. 
William Bickerton. 
William Somer. 
Adam Newtoun. 
William Weir.. 
William Cowts.. 

with our hands at the pen led be the 
notars underwritten, at our command, 
becaufe we cannot write ourfelves. 

Ita ejl, Mr Alexander Guthrie, notarius 
publicus, ac tejlis in premiffis, de mandatis 
dittarum perfonarum fcribere nefcientium, 
ut afferuerunt: Tejiantibus his meis figno 
ac fubfcriptione mamalibus, Acta 14. & 
Maji 25. 1583. 

Ita 
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Ita ejl, Mr David Guthrie, cmotarlus 

in premijfis de mandath diftarum perfona- 
rum fcribere nefcientium: Tefte manu pro* 
pria. 

Extradum delibroAclorum, permeAlex.- 
andrum Hay, de Eifter Kennet, Cleri- 
cumRotulorumRegiJlri ac Condlii, S.D.N. 
Regis,fub meis figno. etfubfcriptione manna* 
libus.. 

Alexander Hat, 

THE: 



THE 

DECREET-ARBITRAL 

O F 

LORD I L A Y. 

WHEREAS by two feveral fub- 
miflions, dated and figned at 

■Edinburgh, the 13th and 14th days of 
March 1729 years, by the Magiftrates 
and Merchant-Council, and Deacons of 
Crafts, and Trades Counfellors of the 
faid Burgh, on the one and other parts, 
and in the behalf, and purfuant to the 
powers therein naentioned, feveral que- 
ftions and differences between the faid 
Incorporations, and the faid Magiftrates 
and Merchant-Council, touching the 

matters 
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matters therein fet forth, were fubmit- 
ted to me as foie Arbiter, chofen and 
ele&ed by both parties, and particular- 
ly, certain procefies at their inftance a- 
gainft others, depending before the 
Lords of Council and Seffion; and I ha- 
ving maturely confidered the faid mu- 
tual procefles, with the minutes and 
claims, and anfwers, with the vouchers 
given in by them hinc inde, and heard 
parties procurators in my own prefence 
•viva voce, and having weighed the ar- 
guments on each fide, and perufed the 
precedents laid before me jointly by 
both parties ; I give forth my final Sen- 
tence and Decreet-arbitral, in manner 
and to the effect following : THAT IS 
TO SAY, FINDS, DECERNS and DE- 
CLARES, That no perfon who has de- 
fer ted and given over the practice and 
-exercife of his trade and occupation 
within the city of Edinburgh, and liber- 

.ties 
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ties thereof, unlefs he refide within the 
faid town or liberties, and at the fame 
time fubject himfelf to the common 
burdens of the Town and Incorporation 
whereof he is free, or who is received 
as a member or fervant in any of the 
Town’s hofpitals, or who is a penlioner 
of the Town or Trade, or has or en- 
joys any benefit or lucrative office from 
the Town or Trade, or who, at any 
time within fix months preceding, has 
been received, or was member, fervant, 
or penfioner as aforefaid, or held or en- 
joyed fuch benefice or lucrative office, 
hath, or ought to have any vote in the 
election of a Deacon, or other officer of 
the Incorporation, or in making up leets, 
in order to the election of a Deacon or 
other officer, or to aft or vote in any 
meeting whatfoever of any Incorpora- 
tion within the faid City. And further, 
FINDS, DECERNS and ORDAINS, 
That the ufage and cuftom of prefent- 

F ing 



ing leets of fix perfons made by the fe- 
veral Incorporations, and attefted by 
their refpeclive Clerks, to the Magi- 
ftrates and Council, in order to their 
making fhort leets of three for election 
of Deacons, be inviolably for ever ob- 
ferved, and that the fhort leets be re- 
turned by them out of the faid leets of 
fix, regularly and legally made and at- 
tefted : But FINDS, DECERNS, and 
DECLARES, That the Council, to 
whom the new Deacons are to be pre- 
fented, and by whom they are by the 
Sett to be authorized in their offices, 
are, by the nature of the thing, and the 
precedents, and confiftently with the 
Sett, Judges in the firft inftance, of que- 
ftions that may be ftirred concerning 
the right of perfons claiming to be ad- 
mitted into the officeof Deacon ; fubject 
neverthelefs to complaint, and the re- 
view of the proper Court, as accords of 
the law: And FINDS, DECERNS, 

and 



[ 43 ] 
and DECLARES, That the Provofthas 
right to the fil'd; vote in every matter 
and thing, and to a cafting vote, in cafe 
of an equality, and to no other or fur- 
ther vote in any cafe whatfoever : And 
alfo FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That according to the Sett 
of the Town, there muft be three per- 
fons in every leet for the feveral offices 
of Provoft,Dean of Gild, andTreafurer, 
and twelve perfons in the leet for Bail- 
lies : But it is not determined by the 
Sett, whether the faid leets fhould con- 
tain one and twenty different perfons j 
and the ufage appears to be in the con- 
trary, which therefore ought to prevail. 
And further FINDS, DECERNS, and 
DECLARES, That the Deacons Extra- 
ordinary, or not of the Council, have 
a vote in chufing proxies for the ab- 
fent members of the Ordinary Council 
at the annual ele&ion, in all fteps where 
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they have a right to be prefent: And 
alfo FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That the right of calling the 
Council, Ordinary and Extraordinary, 
belongs to the Provoft or Prefes of the 
meeting; and, upon an execution re- 
turned, of the members being fummon- 
ed by the faid Provoft or Prefes his or- 
der, thirteen of the Ordinary, and fe- 
venteen of the Extraordinary Council, 
may proceed and ad in the fame man- 
ner, as if all the members were prefent: 
But if the Provoft or Prefes lhall hap- 
pen to negled, or lhall refufe to call a 
Council on Wednefday, the ordinary 
Council-day, a majority of the ' faid 
Council may, forty-eight hours preced- 
ing the ordinary and ftated time of 
meeting, require the aforefaid Provoft 
or Prefes, under form of inftrument, to 
call a Council, and, upon his refufal or 
negled to comply with the demand fo 

made, 
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made, the majority of the faid Council 
may meet on the faid ufual and ha- 
ted time, and proceed to do bufinefs : 
And FINDS, DECERNS, and DE- 
CLARES, That the Council, Ordinary 
and Extraordinary, have the foie power 
and right of governing the Trinity Ho- 
fpital, and cannot delegate the fame to 
any other perfon or perfonswhatfoever: 
And DECERNS and ORDAINS the 
accompts of the town to be fitted and 
audited within the year to which the faid 
accompts relate, or within three months 
after the expiration of the faid year j 
and that no article of depurfement of 
the Town’s money ought to be allow- 
ed, unlefs the fame be fufficiently 
vouched: And FINDS and DECERNS, 
That the expence of all public treats 
ought to be previoufly authorized by 
the Council,and attefted,when laid out, 
by two of the Council, or more, who 

are 
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are hereby ordained to write, or caufe 
to be written on the bills, the date and 
occalion of the expence, and the per- 
Ibn’s name to whom the fame was paid, 
or is due, and to fgn the faid bills and 
report, and produce them in Council 
within a month at fartheft, after the 
faid expence is incurred. And further 
FINDS, DECERNS, and DECLARES, 
That the faid Extraordinary Deacons 
of Crafts have right to give their fpecial 
vote and confultation, annually in elect- 
ing and chufing the members of the Dean 
of Guild Court of Edinburgh j but that 
they have no vote in the election of the 
officers of the Train-bands, the Confta- 
bles, and Bailies of the public markets 
of the City, and their Affiftants, Kirk 
and College Treafurers, Stent-mafters, 
and Auditors of the Town’s accompts $ 
nor in electing and chufing the Baron 
Bailies of the Suburbs, namely, the 

. Bailies 



Bailies of Leith, Canongate, Portf- 
burgh, andCaltoun, theMagiftrates and 
Ordinary Council having the only right 
of chufing the faid officers. But FINDS, 
DECERNS, and DECLARES, That 
the faid Extraordinary Deacons have 
a right, and ought to be adjoined with 
the Ordinary Council, at leaft ought to 
be legally called for that end, when 
they are to proceed to the election of 
Provoft, Bailies, Dean of Guild, or 
Treafurer, or to fet feus or any manner 
of tacks, attour the yearly rouping on 
Martinmas Even ; or to give benefices, 
and other offices within the Burgh ; or 
to grant extents, contributions, empri- 
mets, and concerning public build- 
ings, or to difpofe of the common good, 
above the fum of twenty pounds Scots 
together. And further, FINDS the faid 
Extraordinary Deacons have right to 
vote in chufing Committees for delibe- 

rating 



rating upon, and preparing all or any 
of the faid matters, and are alfo capa- 
ble of being members of the faid Com- 
mittees. And as to the article of Com- 
miflioners for and from the Burgh, 
which includes a cafe relating to the 
privilege of Parliament, the fame is 
hereby to receive no determination, of 
confent and at the defire of both par- 
ties. And alfo, DECERNS and OR- 
DAINS the minutes of Council to be 
read and figned in open Council, the 
next Council-day immediately after 
they lhall have received a fecond read- 
ing. And touching the office of Con- 
vener, and the meetings of Deacons 
and Craftfmen among themfelves, 
FINDS the office of Convener has the 
authority of too long ufage, and has 
been too much admitted by the Ma- 
gifirates and Council, to be at this time 
called in queftion, and that the meet- 
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ang of the Deacons has been alfo long 
practifed ; but that, by the Sett of the 
Town, neither the Merchants among 
themfelves, nor the Crafts and their 
Deacons or vifitors, can have, or make 
any particular or general conventions, 
as Deacons with Deacons, Deacons with 
their Crafts,or Crafts among themfelves, 
without the advice and content of the 
Provoft and Council, excepting the 
cafes in the faid Sett particularly ex- 
cepted ; and that the meeting faid to be 
frequently held the firft Tuefday after 
Michaelmas, in the manner, and with 
the circumftances the fame is particu- 
larly fet forth in the Declarator of the 
Merchants, can in noways be contained 
in the faid exceptions. And FINDS, 
DECERNS, and DECLARES, That 
by-laws, made by the Incorporations for 
themfelves, are of no force, unlefs they 
are ratified by the Magiftrates and 
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Council. But FINDS, That the faid 
Magiftrates and Council have no power 
to make by-laws, whereby the faid In- 
corporations and their fucceffors can be 
bound to admit all fuch perfons as fhall 
requeft the fame, and fhall appear to 
the Magiftrates and Council to be well 
fkilled and qualified to occupy and 
practife in their Crafts, upon payment 
of fuch valuable confideration as fhould 
be rated and determined by the faid 
Magiftrates and Council. And Kkewife 
FINDS, That they have no power to 
controul the management of the feve- 
ral Hocks belonging to the faid Incor- 
porations, or to make by-laws concern- 
ing the fame. And this I give forth as 
my final fentence and Decreet-arbitral 
betwixt the faid parties; and DE- 
CERNS and ORDAINS them to abide 
by, and fulfil the fame, each to other, 
in all time coming. In witnefi where- 

of, 



of, I have fubfcribed thefe prefents, 
written on this and the preceding page, 
by Henry Pujolas my fervant, at Lon- 
don, the twelfth day of March 1729-30, 
before thefe witneffes, Richard Lanca- 
fliire, and the above faid Henry Pujo- 
las, my fervants. 

ILAY, 

Richard Lancashire, witnefs. 
Hen. Pujolas, witnefs. 
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ACT determining the time how 
long the Lord Provoft, Baillies, 
Dean of Gild, and Thefaurer of 
the faid Burgh, ought to con- 
tinue at one time in their re- 
fpe&ive offices. 

sit Edinburgh, the jirji day of October, 
One thoufand fix hundred andfeventy- 
eight years. 

THE which day the Lord Provoft, 
Baillies, Council, and Deacons 

of Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, 
being conveened in Council, taking to 
their ferious and impartial confidera- 
tion, that the laws of this and all other 
well-governed nationes,doe oppofe moft 
vigorouflie the perpetuating of Magi- 

ftrates 
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Pirates within towns and burghs, as that 
which inhances the government (that 
ought to be alterable, according to the 
merits of the citizens) into the hands 
of on, or very few, who may eafilie 
thereby exclude other well-deferving 
neighbours from the government, and 
might appropriat or embazle the co- 
mon-good at their pleafibur, and there- 
by wreathe an infupportable yoke upon 
the neck of their fellow-citizens, and 
upon the place of their nativity and re- 
fidence : And having, by experience, 
found many moe difadvantages rifing 
by fuch unwarrantable and affected e- 
lections, and that even amongft the belt 
perfones, whom tyme and opportunity 
did too frequently tempt and corrupt; 
in fo far as it was found neceffary, by 
our predeceffors, to be precife and fpe- 
cial as to the tyme of the continuatione 
of their Magiftratesj which, according 

to 



to the nature of all lawes, they did e- 
nact in general terms, not having an eye 
to any particular perfones; well forfe- 
ing, that albeit fome perfones in the 
government of the Burgh, might, for 
on or two yeares, behave themfelves 
to the fatisfactione of the neighbours, 
knowing their tyme to be determined 
and fixed by law ; yet that the fame 
perfones, continowing longer, being 
left to their own freedome and libertie 
to perpetuate themfelves in the govern- 
ment as long as they could by faction 
and intereft, might, in proces of tyme, 
degenerate and prove corrupt; and that 
the inconveniencies in removing fuch 
defending perfones from the govern- 
ment of the Burgh, cannot by many de- 
grees ballance the innumerable and vail 
ill. confequences which naturally and in- 
evitably attends the indefinetenefs and 
unterminatenefs of the tyme, in rela- 

H tion 
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tion to the continowance of the Magi- 
ftrates within this Burgh; elpeciaUy 
feeing the affairs of the city can fuftain 
little or no prejudice by the Councils 
being neceflicate to remove from the 
government perfones who have given 
proof of their integrity during their 
adminiftration ; in regaird the reme- 
dy is in their own hands, and they 
may, out of a dew refentmentof for- 
mer good fervices, elect of new the faids 
perfones within few years efter they are 
removed from the Magiftracy. Upon 
all which eonfiderationes (and in re- 
fpect .that in this Metrapolitant city of 
the kiiigdom, there is alwayes a fuffi- 
cient,number of able and well-qualified 
citizens fit for the Magiftracy thereof) 
the Council, upon the fifth, day of Oc- 
tober 1658 yeares, lying afide their own 
intereft, and the confideration of the 
power they then pofleft, did pafs an act, 

declaring. 
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declaring. That the Lord Provoft, Dean 
©f Gild, and Thefaurer of this Burgh, 
fiiould not continowe longer in their 
refpective offices, then on, or, at the 
moft, two yeares together at on tyme ; 
and that the Baillies of this Burgh fhould 
be but on year Baillie, on year Old Bail- 
lie, and on year free of office; and fhould 
not be put upon the leits to be Baillies 
till thefe yeares expired. Under, which 
aft the neighbours lived happily, until: 
Michaelmas 1664 year.es, at which 
tyme the faid aft was refcinded.. And. 
thereafter, the Good Town having 
found too much the inconveniencies 
that followed that refciffion, the fame 
did neceffitate fome of the citizens to 
raife a declarator of the Town’s privi- 
ledges before the Lords of Seffion; the 
refult of which, procefs was, that the 
faids Lords, by their juft and wife fen- 
tence in February 1673 years, decern- 

K2 ed. 
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ed, for preventing all future incroadi- 
ments upon the Town’s priviledges in 
that poynt, that the faid aft fhould be 
revived, and further feeured, by adject- 
ing a conhderable penalty, and an oath, 
which eveirie Magiftrate and member 
of the Council is to take the day of the 
election of the Magiftrates, for the more 
inviolable keeping and obferving of the 
faid a£t: And in the fame fentence and 
decreet of the Lords of SelTion, the faid 
aCt is at lenth md verbatim infert as 
their decerniture, and made a part of 
the fundamental government of the 
Good Town : And accordingly, ever 
lince, upon the election day, the faid 
oath is adminiftrat and taken by the 
whole Council. And the prefent Coun- 
cil being highly fenfible of the many 
good effeCts which have followed the 
obfervance of the faids aCts for feveral 
years paft j and being defyrous to fhew 

how 
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how willing they are that well-defer- 
ving citizens fliould have a {hare in the 
government of the City by turns, in 
which they hope that every on of them 
will, by a generous emulation, exceed 
one another in their care of, andkind- 
nefs to, the Good Town; and to extin- 
guilh all hopes of perpetuating the pow- 
er in their own hands, or in the hands 
of fuch as fhall be advanced thereto in 
tyme coming ; and to prevent all fyd- 
ings and faftions amongft the inhabi- 
tants upon fuch defigns, whereof the 
Council are very confident (feeing now 
perfons are removed from the Magiftra- 
cy, not out of humour and pique, as 
was formerly fuppofed, but by the ap- 
pointment and determination of the 
law:) They have therefore ordained 
the faids afts to be printed, that none 
of the neighbours may pretend igno- 
rance, but may regulate themfelves ac- 

cordingly: 
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cordinglyOf which a&s the tenor fol- 
lows: 

At Edinburgh, the Fifth day of Oftober,. 
One thoufand fix hundred fifty eight- 
years, 

HE which day the Lord Prove#, 
Baillies, and Council new and 

old, and whole Deacons of Craftes,, 
Ordinari and Extraordinari, being con- 
vened in Counfell, and (having called 
upon the Lord for a blelfing upon their 
affairis and indeavours) taking it to 
their ferious conlideration, the great 
prejudice which this City, and good go- 
vernment theireof, hes fufteined by the 
long continwance of Provefts, Dean of 
Gild, and Thefaurers, in their places, 
and the too great precipitancy which 
hes been pra&ifed in bringing in of 

Baillies 
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Baillies to place and office, befoir their 
ordinarie courfe and feafone: For re- 
meid whereof, and to the effect that 
love, concord, and unity may be kept, 
not only amongft the wholl Counfell, 
but alfo amongft the neighbors and in- 
habitantis of this City: It is unanimouf- 
ly agriet upoun, ftatute and ordained, 
that, in all tyme coming, the Proveft, 
Dean of Gild, and Thefaurer of this 
Brugh, fall not be defied or continow- 
ed in their refpective offices, longer 
then one, or at moft twa yeires togid- 
der at one time ; and that the Baillies 
of this Brugh, in all tyme heirefter, fall 
only be one yeir Baillie, one yeir Old 
Baillie, and one yeir free of office; and 
fall not be put in the lyttis to be Bail- 
lie, untill thofe yeirs be paft. And fur- 
ther, it is ftatute and ordained. That 
whoever hes bein, or tall be Dean of 
Gild, is, and fall be alwayis heirefter 

capable 
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capable to be lyttit and chofen Baillic, 
as.die Counfell fall think fit,: And that 
no Thefaurer fall be capable to be lytted 
for, or cle&ed a Baillie, till fuch tyme 
as the accomptis of his intromiflioun, 
the tyme of his being Thefaurer, be fit- 
ted and approvin be the Counfel. And 
for the better obfervance of the premif- 
fes, ordajnes this prefent act ilk yeir to 
be folemnly read in-prefence of the 
Counfel, the day of making the lytts of 
the Magiftratis, befoir the Counfell 
proceid to the making of the lytts. As 
alfo, upon the day of ele&ioun of the 
Magiftratis, befoir the Counfell doe anie 
thing in relatioun to the faid election, 
that none may pretend ignorance. 

.At 
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At Edinburgh, the fourth day of March, 
One thoufand fix hundred feventy-tbree 
yean. 

THE which day, the Proveft, Bail- 
lies, Council, and Deacons of 

Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, be- 
ing conveened in Council, taking to their 
ferious confideration ane act made by 
the Proveft, Baillies, and Council for 
the tyme, bearing date the fyfth day of 
October, One thoufand fix hundred fif- 
ty-eight years, whereby, upon the great 
and weighty confiderations therein 
mentioned, it was ftatute and ordained, 
that in all tyme coming, the Proveft, 
Dean of Gild, and Thefaurer of this 
Burgh, fliould not be elected nor con- 
tinewed in their refpective offices, long- 
er then one, or at meft tuo years togi- 
ther at one time ; and that the Baillie* 
of this Burgh in all time thereaftir, 

I flinnld 
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ihould only be one yeare Baillie, one 
yeare Old Baillie, and one yeare free of 
ollifce and fhould not be putt in the 
I.eitts to be Baillies, until thefe years 
be paft, as at more lenth is conteined 
irt the faid acf : And findings that the 
(aid aft is in itfdf molVjuft and necef- 
far for' the good of this Burgh, and 
conform to the laues and afts of Parlia- 
ment, made anent thb eleftion of offi- 
cers as ■ Magiilratts within this Burgh : 
Therefore the Councill does RAT 15 IE, 
APPROVE, and REVIVE the faid Aft, 
in the whole heads; articles, and clauffes 
of the famen ; and ordaines the famen- 
to have full eSeft, and to-be putt to ex- 
ecution in - all tyme coming ; and de- 
clairs this prefent general Catiiication'to- 
be' as valide and efleftuall, as if the faid 
aft.-were- herein particuldrly' infert: 
Whereanent the Council havedifpenied, 
aiid hereby difpenfes for • eVer< likeas, 

tli^ 
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tiie Council does refcind and annul all 
former acts, which are any wayes preju- 
dicial! to, or inconfiftant with the faid 
^act: And particularly, doe refcind and 
annul an act bearing date the fourth 
day of O&ober, One thoufand fix hun- 
dred fixty-four years, refcinding the 
forefaid act, bearing date the fyft day of 
-October,, One thoufand fix hundred fyf- 
ty-eight years ; and declairs the faid 
laft act to be yoid and null, and to be 
prejudicial and derogatorie to the lawes 
and afts of Parliament, and to the Sett 
and Decreet-arbitrall, and the funda- 
mental liberties and privileges of this 
Burgh. Likeas, the Council being de- 
lireous that the forfaid act, of. the date 

• the fyft day of October, One thoufand 
fix hundred fyfty-eight years, fhould 
be inviolably obferved in all tyme co- 
ming ; and that all practices, invaiions, 
mid violations thereof, may be the bet- 

I 2 ter 
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ter prevented, the Council doe STA- 
TUTE and ORDAINE, That the Pro- 
veft, Baillies, Councill, and Deacons of 
Crafts, Ordinar and Extraordinar, for 
the tyme, fhall take an oath for the in- 
violably obferving of the faid ad in all 
tyme coming, and that, diredly nor in- 
diredly, they fhall doe nothing prejudi- 
cial! thereto ; and which oath is to be 
yeirlie adminiftrated, and taken by the 
Proveft, Baillies, Dean of Gild, Thefau- 
rer, and whole Council, having vote in 
the eledion of the Magiftratts : And 
that immediately before their going a- 
bout the faid eledion, the faid ad is to 
be publicly red in Councill, and the 
oath adminiftrated. And farther, the 
Council doeftatute and ordaine,That all 
eledions hereaftir to be made, that are 
not conforme to the laid ad, lhall be, 
ipfo fafto, void and null; and the per- 
fons fwa to be eleded, declaired to be 

incapable 
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uncapable of bearing any office of Magi- 
ftracie within the faid Burgh, longer 
then is prefcrived by the faid aft; and 
the eleftorsof anyperfonsas Magiftratts, 
contrair to the faid aft, to be holden and 
repute as unfamous perfones, and inva- 
ders of the juft liberties and privileges 
of the faid Burgh, and lyable in the 
foume of ane thoufand merks Scotts 
money, eatch one of them to be applyed 
be the fight and advice of the Lords of 
Privie Councill, and Lords of Seffion, 
for the common good of this Brugh ; 
and the penalty of five thoufand merks, 
money forefaid, to be inflifted upon 
fuch perfones as ftiall happen to be e- 
lefted contrare to the faid aft, in cafe 
they doe attempt to exerce any office 
within the faid Burgh, otherwayes then 
is prefcryved be the faid aft, and are 
declaired by thir prefents, and that with 
all rigour. And it is hereby expreflie 

provided 
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provided and declaired by thir prefents, 
that execution fliall pafs hereupon for 
the implement and fulfilling of every 
poynt, claufs, and penaltie of this act, 
at the inftance ©f any merchand, that 
lies been, or hereaftir fliall be members 
of the Council of this Burgh; or at the 
inftance of any tradfman that hes been, 
(OF fliall hereaftir be members of the 
Council of this Burgh; or fliall here- 
aftir be Deacons of Grafts, or Crafts- 
counfellers in any tyme coming, and 
that againfi: the contraveeners and 
breakers of this prefent act. Likeas 
it is hereby declared, That it fall be 
lawfull and compitentto any perfone to 
proteft againflany fijch illcgal elcction#, 
and . which proteftations the clerk is 
to infert in record, and that the fame 
fall be repute to be true and faithful 
fervice for the good and intereft of this 
Burgh. And laflJy, The faid Lord Pro- 

ved:, 
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vcft, Baillies, and Council, for the bet- 
ter fecurky of this pfofent ad, in alt 
poynts, does, by their folemn oath;' in 
verbis deprafenti, proteft before God Al- 
mighty, that they fall obferve this pre- 
fent act, in all the heads, clauffes and 
articles thereof, inviolably in all tyme 
coming. And, for the more fecurity, 
the faids Lord Proveffc, Baillies, and 
Council, confents to1 the reglf&ation 
hereof in the Books of S^deruht of the 
Lords of Seflion', or the ordirtar Books 
of the faids Lords of1 ColmeiLahd Sef- 
fion, to liave the ftfChth'of^ahe'decreet 
of their LorcHhips intcfpbned thereto, 
that letters and execkforials1 nCceffar 
may pas hereon, andthS^hArbifig^on a 
Ample charge of fesfc ddyeS allSenarly: 
And, for that effedt, cG&ftifcuts MAjohji 
Lawder advocate^ their prOCttfatcfr. In 
■witnefs whereof (written be* William 
Mackie writer in Edinburgh) they-have 

fubferived 
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fubfcrived thir prefents with their 
hands, day, place, and yeare of God 
iorefaid, beffoir thir witnefles, 

Mr Robert Lawder, portioner of 
Belhaven, writer in Edinburgh. 

And Alexander Gay writer there, 
inferterof the date andwitneffes. 

Sir fubfcribitur, 
A. Ramfay,Provoft. 
Thomas Calderwood, Baillie. 
John Hall, Baillie. 
Alexander Pitcairn, Baillie. 
Robert Learmond, Baillie. 
Walter Borthwick, Dean of Gild. 
Thomas Robertfon, Thefaurer. 
James Currie. 
John Johnfton. 
Andrew Cheyn. 
William Binning. 
David Boyd. 
Francis Kinloch. 

Mungo 
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Mungo Wood. 
William Carmichael. 
James Riddel. 
David Swintoun. 
John Joffie. 
Lawrence Adinftoun. 
Alexander Bullerwall. 
Robert Elliot. 
George Gardner. 
Hary Barclay. 
Thomas Gamble. 
Edward Cleghorn. 
James Paterfon. 
Robert Newlands. 
David Muir. 
John Carfs.. 
George Johnftoun. 
William Stevenfon. 
W -p H. William Hopkins, his 

mark. 
Ro. Lawder. 
Alex. Gay, witnefs. 

K The 
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The principal aft, fubfcribed upon 

the back by the Lord Prelident of the 
Seffion, is regiftrate in the Books of 
Council and Seffion, and kept amongft 
the Warrants of the faid Decreet. 

The Council of Edinburgh has, at all 
their refpeftive Eleftions, ever fince the 
faid Decreet of the Lords of Seffion, 
fworn to the inviolable obfervation of 
the faid Aft, and their names are re- 
corded in the Council Books of the 
faid Burgh. 



At Edinburghi the Twelfth Day of Augu/l, 
One thoufand feven hundred and twenty- 
fix years. 

HE which day, the Lord Provoft, 
Magiflrates, and Council, with 

.the Deacons of Craft, Ordinary and Ex- 
traordinary, confidering, That for the 
ornament and improvement of this Ci- 
ty, and for increafing of the annual reve- 
nue thereto belonging, tacks of feveral 
parts of its property have been granted, 
namely, of the wafte ground lying within 
the fame and its liberties, and that for 
long terms of years, and at fmall and 
inconfiderable tack-duties, for enabling 
tackfmen to have made fuch ornament, 
^nd to have carried on fuch improve- 
ments, by buildingof tenements,houfes, 
fhops, and cellars, thereon. Confider- 
ing likewife. That fuch tackfmen and 

K 2 their 



their affignies have not only been re- 
imburfed of the whole expence by them 
bellowed on building of fuch tene- 
ments, houfes, Ihops, and cellars, by the 
profits that have thence to them arifen; 
but alfo, that they have thereby profited 
confiderably; yet, that thro’ inadver- 
tency, prolongations of fuch tacks have 
been granted from time to time, at the 
forefaid low tack-duties, contrary to 
the intention for which fuch tacks were 
originally granted ; and whereby the 
Good Town has been extremely pre- 
judged. Confidering alfo, That the 
Hate of the revenues belonging to this 
City, and of the regular expence there- 
on chargeable, is fuch, as not only doth 
neceflarily require the forefaid tene- 
ments, houfes, ihops, and cellars, on the 
expiration of the faid tacks and prolon- 
gations, and all other tenements, houfes, 
ihops, and cellars, belonging in proper- 

ty 
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ty to this City, ftiould not be leafed out, 
or tacks or feu-rights thereof granted, 
for any rent or duty below two third 
parts of the real rent thereof, free of 
all demands, on account of reparation 
thereto necelfary, and of public bur- 
dens thereon chargeable; but alfo, that 
no part of the other property belonging 
to this City Ihould be fet in tack, or 
feued out, for any rent or duty below 
the real rent thereof. Conlidering fur- 
ther, That this City is reftrained by law 
from contracting any debt, whereby, 
unlefs its annual revenue be fufficient 
to defray its annual regular expence, 
and be even fufficient to defray what 
expence may be occafioned by a cala- 
mity or accident, it will be a difcou- 
ragement to any to fucceed to the ad- 
miniftration; and that the revenue can- 
not be made fufficient to thefe purpo- 
fes, otherwife than by a firid adherence 

to 



to the rules hereby laid down: There- 
fore, the faid Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, 
and Council, with the Deacons of Craft, 
Ordinary and Extraordinary, do hereby 

jftatute and ordain. That neither they, 
nor their fucceffors in office, lhall here- 
after, on any pretext whatever, during 
the currency of any tack or.- tacks, of 
all or any of the aforefaid houfes, tene- 
ments, ffiops, or cellars, grant any pro- 

• longations thereof, - till within twelve 
months of their expiration; and that 
-they lhall not grant any new tacks or 
feu-rights thereof, or of any other hou- 
fes, tenements, Ihops, and cellars, be- 
.longing in property to this City, for 
any rent which lhall be below two 
third parts of the-real rent thereof, nett 

-and free from any demand or deduc- 
tion, on account of reparations thereto 

-neceffary, or of public burdens there- 
•on chargeablej and that neither they, 
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nor their faid fuccefibrs in office, fhall 
hereafter, on any pretext whatever, feu 
out, or fet in tack, any part of the pro- 
perty belonging to this City, other than 
that of the houfes, tenements, ffiops, 
and cellars, before mentioned, for a feu- 
duty or rent which fhall be below the. 
full real rent thereof. And for avoid- 
ing any doubt or difpute that may arife 
touching the amount of the aforefaid 
real rent, either with regard to a tack 
or feu-right; It is hereby ftatuted and 
ordained, That for hereafter no tack or 
feu-right of any part of the premiffes 
fhall be made or granted, till the amount 
of the real rent thereof be inftrudted 

fcripto, or by the oaths of unexception- 
able witneffes; otherwife that the fame 
be fet or feued to the higheft bidder, at 
a public roup, duly advertifed for at 
leaft the fpace of twenty days previous 
thereto: Provided'neverth'elefs, That it 

fhall 



ftiall be ftill leifome and lawful to the 
faid Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and 
Council, and their fucceffors, to grant 
tacks or feu-rights of all or of anyof the 
mills belonging to this City, on fuch 
terms and conditions as fhall to them 
appear to tend molt to the advantage 
and benefit of this City, any thing here- 
in contained to the contrary notwith- 
ftanding. And to the effect that thir 
prefents may be inviolably obferved, the 
faid Lord Provolt, Magiltratesj and 
Council, with the faid Deacons of Craft, 
Ordinary and Extraordinary, do hereby 
Itatute and ordain. That an oath, accor- 
ding to the/or;72w/rfheretofubjoined,fhall 
be taken and fwore to by them and their 
faid fucceffors, in manner after-menti- 
oned, viz. by themfelves on the Coun- 
cil-day next hereafter, and by their fuc- 
ceffors annually, on the Council-day 
when the Lord Provoft and Magiftrates 
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are elected, immediately after their e- 
lection. Further ftatu.tes and ordains, 
That if the Lord Provoft, or any of the 
Magiftrates and-Council, or if any of the 
faid Deacons of Craft, Ordinary and 
Extraordinary,and their faid fucceffors, 
fhall, after the faids times appointed for 
taking of the faid oath, and the fame 
being tendered to them, prefume to 
proceed and ^ct by virtue of their offi- 
ces, until they take and fwear the oath 
as before-mentioned,ffiall thereby with- 
out any declarator to that purpofe, not 
only forfeit their faid offices, but fhall 
alfo forfeit their titles to the freedom of 
this City. Likewife ftatutes and ordains, 
That all feu-rights and leafes of any 
part of the aforefaid property, which 
fhall be made and granted contrary to 
the tenor and intent hereof, fhall be 
deemed to be void and null; and the 
clerks, and their fuccefibrs in office, are 

L not 
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not only hereby difcharged from extend- 
ing any feu-right or leafe contrary to 
the tenor and intent hereof; but alfo 
they are hereby ordained, to read thir 
prefents in Council, and to tender the 
aforefaid oath to the whole members, as 
before-dire&ed, and to mark the names 
of fuch members as fhall refufe to take 
and fwear the fame, on pain of forfeit- 
ing their offices. Alfo ftatutes and or- 
dains, That henceforth, in the month 
of 0<5tober annually, a lift lhall be made 
out by the Good Town’s accomptaht, 
of all fhops, houfes, cellars, and others 
aforefaid, belonging to this City, the 
tacks w'hereof are to expire within the 
term of one year next thereafter; and 
that for the perufal of all concerned, 
the aforefaid lift, fo foon as made an- 
nually, ftiall be affixed to pafteboard, 
and hung up in the Council Chamber; 
and that the Commiffioners from this 

City 
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City to the Convention of the Royal 
Burrows lay thir prefents before the 
faid Convention, and defire that the 
fame may be by them approven, and 
that their authority may be thereto in- 
terponed. Extracted by 

Adam Watt. 

FORMULA OF THE FORES AID OATH. 
IA.B. in the prefence ofthe Almighty God, 

do fmcerely promife and fwear. That 
directly or indireflly, I jhall not confent to 
the granting of any feu-right, or to the 
granting or prolonging of any leafe of any 
part of the property belonging to this City, 
contrary to the tenor and intent of this Ad: 
but that 1 fall oppofe the fame to the ut- 
mojl of my power. So help me God. 

L a ACT 
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ACT fettling and determining the 

Place at which the Merchants and 
Craftfmen are to aJOTemble them- 
felves, on the appearance of any 
Mob or Diforder. 

At Edinburgh, Augujl, 1737. 
HE Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and 

Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, Ordinary and Extraordinary, in 
Council aflembled, having taken under 
their ferious conlideration. That upon 
the 7th of September laft, a number of 
unknown, diffolute, wicked, and difor- 
derly perfons got into this City, and did 
furprife the City-Guard, and broke o- 
pen the doors of the prifon, and did 
commit a moft barbarous and inhuman 
murder, which has been attended with 
confequences very pernicious to this 
community. Further, confidering. That 
for the peace and prefervation of this 
City, and its juft rights and privileges. 

neceftary 
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necefl'ary it is, That all poffible pre- 
caution be fpeedily taken to prevent 
the like for hereafter, wherein every ci- 
tizen and inhabitant are by many ties 
bound to affift; and that one ufeful pre- 
caution is, to fix and determine proper 
places, at which the Magiftrates, with 
the Merchant-Council, the Maker and 
Afllftants of the Merchant-Company, 
the Deacon-Convener, with the whole 
Deacons of Crafts, and their refpe&ive 
Box-makers and Quarter-makers, with 
the Prefes of the Society of Barbers, and 
their Box-maker and Quarter-maker; 
the Societies of Captains, Lieutenants, 
and Enfigns; the Society of Conka- 
bles, and the Society of Fire-makers, 
with their refpective companies, may fe- 
verally aflemble themfelves upon the 
firk appearance or notice of every up- 
roar, mob, or tumult, which kiall hap- 
pen within this City, or within any of 

its 
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its privileges, without waiting for any 
warning or notice by beat of drum, or 
alarum-bell,or any other manner of way; 
that thereupon means and endeavours 
may be concerted and directed by the 
Magiftrates themfelves, or by the Ma- 
giftrates with the Council, neceffary to 
prevent or fupprefs fuch uproars, mobs, 
or tumults, whereby this City may be 
effectually fecured againft fuch furprifes 
as happened during the time of the a- 
forefaid mob: Therefore, the Lord Pro- 
voft, Magiftrates, and Council, with the 
Deacons of Crafts, Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinary,did, and hereby do unanimouf- 
ly ENACT and ORDAIN, That hereaf- 
ter, the places at which the Magiftrates 
and Council, and the feveral Societies 
herein before and after mentioned, fhall 
affemble themfelves (upon the firft ap- 
pearance or notice of every uproar, mob, 
or tumult, which hereafter may happen, 

■without 
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without waiting any warning or fur- 
ther notice, as herein before mentioned) 
fhall be as follows, viz. The Magiftrates 
and whole Merchant-Council, with the 
Mafter of the Merchant-Company, and 
his Afliftants, at the Council-Chamber j 
the Deacon-Convener, and the other 
thirteen Deacons of Crafts, with their 
refpettive Box-mafters, and refpedfive 
Quarter-mafters, together with the Pre- 
fes of the Barbers, and their Quarter- 
mafters, at the Burrow-Room j the So- 
ciety of Captains, Lieutenants, and En- 
figns, at the Laigh Council-Houfe; 
the Society of the Conftables, at the 
Lobby to the Inner Sefiion-Houfe ; the 
Society of Fire-mafters, with their feve- 
ral companies, at that place in the 
Outer Parliament-Houfe where the She- 
riff-Court fits for the adminiftration of 
Juftice. Further, It is hereby ENACT- 
ED and ORDAINED, That the feveral 

members 



[ 88 ] 
members of the faid Merchant-Compa- 
ny, and aforefaid Societies of Deacons, 
Prefes, Box-mafters, with their faid 
Quarter-mafters, Captains, Lieutenants, 
Enfigns, Conftables, and Fire-mafters, 
with their companies, do accordingly 
affemble themfelves at the forefaid re- 
fpective places, to be ready to receive 
and execute what orders and direftions 
fhall be given, either by the Magiftrates 
themfelves, or by any of them, or by 
the Magiftrates and Council, touching 
the emergent upon which they are 
aflembled, and that under the pain and 
penalty of one hundred pounds Scots 
money, to be paid by every offender to 
to the Kirk-Treafurer, and his fucceffors 
in office, for the ufeof the common poor, 
for every offence which ffiall be com- 
mitted knowingly and willingly againft 
this ordinance. Alfo, it is hereby EN- 
ACTED and ORDAINED, That the 

Store-keeper, 
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Store-keeper, the Mace-bearer, thcDean 
of Guild Officers, and the fixteen Town 
Officers in their livery coats, with their 
halberts,and their refpecti ve fuccefifors in 
office, do feverally attend theMagiftrates 
at the Council-Chamber,when and fo of- 
ten as they {hall be affembled there, upon 
any apprehenlion of difturbance or dif- 
order from mobs or riots, on pain of 
deprivation from their refpective emloy- 
ments. Likewife itis hereby ENACTED 
and ORDAINED, That copies of the ad 
of Parliament made againft mobs and 
riots, be delivered to the members of 
the faidfeveral Societies, that they may 
attend thereunto. Further, it is here- 
by ORDERED, That thir prefents be 
printed and proclaimed, and that copies 
hereof be affixed on all the public pla- 
ces, as ufual: Alfo, that copies hereof 
be delivered by the Magiftrates, or by 
any of them, to the aforefaid feveral 

M Societies, 
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Societies, that they may give attention 
thereto, at fuch times and places as 
fhall be directed by the Magiftrates, or 
by any of them. Alfo, it is hereby fur- 
ther ORDERED, That thir prefents fliall 
be annually read in the common Coun- j 
cil by the common clerks, immediately < 
after the election of the Magiftrates $ j 
and that the fame {hall be annually read 
in the feveral meetings of the fourteen 
Corporations of Craftfmen, by their re- 
fpective clerks, immediately after the e- 
ledtion of their Deacons, Box-mafters, 
and Quarter-mafters ; and that the fame 
fhall be read annually by the clerk to the 
Merchant-Company, immediately after 
the election of the Mafter and Aflxftants-; 
and that the fame fhall be read annual- 
ly by the clerk to the Barbers, immedi- 
ately after the election of the Prefes and 
(Tuarter-mafters, under the pain and pe- 
nalty of fifty pound Scots money fore- 

faid, 
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faid, to be paid feverally by the com- 
mon clerks of the City, by the clerks 
qf the fourteen Corporations, by the 
clerk to the Merchant-Company, and 
clerk to,the Barbers, to the Kirk-Trea- 
furcr, and his forefaids, for the ufe of 
the common poor, for every neglect, or 
refufal, in not reading thir prefents, as 
herein before directed. Likewife it is alfo 
hereby ORDERED, That thir prefents 
be annually read among the faid Socie- 
ties of Captains, Lieutenants, and En- 
figns, by the Captain-Commandant and 
his fucceflbrs, and among the Fire-ma- 
fters, and their refpective companies, 
by their Prefes, and his fucceflbrs, upon 
the fecond Wednefday of October an- 
nually ; and that the fame be alfo read 
annually among the Society of Confta- 
bles, by their Moderator, immediately 
after his election, under the like pain 
and penalty of fifty pound money fore- 

M 2 faid, 
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faid, • to be paid feverally by the faid 
Commandant, Prefes, and Moderator, 
to the Kirk-Treafurer, and his fore- 
faids, for the ufe before mentioned, for 
every negledt or refufil, in not reading 
thir prefents, according to the afore- 
faid direction. And, under the like pe- 
nalty of fifty pound money forefaid, 
the refpective clerks to the faid four- 
teen Corporations of Craftfmen, are 
hereby ordered to make out a lift of the 
names of their Box-mafters and Quar- 
ter-mafters annually, containing the 
places of their feveral abodes, and to 
deliver the fame to the common clerks 
of this City, within the fpace of ten 
days next after every election. Alfo 
under the like penalty, and within the 
like fpace of time, the clerk to the faid 
Merchant-Company is hereby ordered 
to make a lift of the names of the Ma- 
iler and Afiiftants, within ten days of 

their 
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their election annually, containing the 
feveral places of their abode, and to de- 
liver the fame into the common clerks 
of this city. And the clerk to the Bar- 
bers, under the like penalty, and with- 
in the like fpace of time, is hereby or- 
dered to make out a lift of the names 
of their Prefes, Box-mafter, and Quar- 
ter-mafters, immediately after their e- 
le<5tion annually, containing the feveral 
places of their abode, and to deliver in 
the fame to the common clerks, who are 
hereby ordered, from the above lifts, to 
be made out and delivered in, as here- 
in before mentioned, and from the re- 
cords of Council, to make out a lift of 
the faid Matters and Afliftants of the 
Merchant-Company, of the faid whole 
Box-mafters and Quarter-matters of the 
faid fourteen Corporations, of the faid 
Prefes, Box-mafters, and Quarter-ma- 
fters of the Captains, Lieutenants, and 

Enfigns, 
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Erifigns, of the Conftables, and of the 
Fire-matters, and their feveral compa- 
nies, containing the feveral places of 
their abode; and to affix one copy 
thereof on the inner-wall of the Goun- 
cil-Chamber, and another copy thereof 
on the inner-wall of the Laigh Council- 
Houfe, and a third copy thereof on die 
inner-wall of the Guard-room, and that 
annually, within the like fpace of ten 
days, after the receipt of the forefaid 
lifts from the other clerks before named, 
under the like penalty of fifty pound 
money forefaid, for every neglect or 
refufal. 

Extracted, 
Geo. Irving. 

ACT 



ACT for preventing Mobs and Tu- 
mults, and altering the Places 
\vhere the Merchants and Craftk 
men are to meet, upon the ap- 
pearance of any Infurre&ion. 

At Edinburgh, xztb September, 1777. 

WHICH day the Right Honour- 
able the LordProvoft, the Ma- 

giftrates, and Council, with the Dea- 
cons of Crafts, Ordinary and ExtraordL- 

i nary, of the City of Edinburgh, being 
I affembled, the Lord Provoft reprefent- 

ed to the Council, That feveral late 
publications handed about in this City, 
have a ftrong tendency to excite mobs 
and riots within the City and liberties, 
which he, as Chief Magillrate, thinks 
it his duty to take every method to 

prevent j 



prevent; efpecially as it is well I'emem- 
bered, what tumult and diforder arofe 
in this city at the laft annual election, 
to the difgrace of good government, 
the damage of individuals, and breach 
of his Majefty’s peace: That in the act 
of Council, dated 3d Auguft 1737, en- 
titled, “ Act fettling and determining 
“ the places at which the Merchants 
“ and Craftfmen are to aflemble them- 
“ felves on the appearance of any mob 
“ or diforder,” [See the preceding 
an alteration is neceffary, as to the places 
where the Magiftrates and Council, 
and other Societies, are to affemble, in- 
Itead of the Council-Chamber,Burrow- 
room, and Laigh Council-houfe : and 
therefore moved, That other fit places 
be fixed upon for that purpofe; and 
that the Society of Candlemakers be 
added to the other Societies, who are or- 
dered to attend by that act of Council: 

That 
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•That, for his own part, he was refolved 
to acLas his duty required, and, to the 
beft of his-judgment, for the preferva- 
tion of the peace and good order of the 
jcommunity, where he had the honour 
to prelide; and doubted not his bre- 
thren in the Magiftracy, and other 
members of the Council, would do the 
fame: but as this opportunity offers, 
•when every member of Council is pre- 
fent, he thought it highly proper to 
have their advice as to the moft effec- 
tual means to prevent and fupprefs fuch 
diforders. Which being confidered by 
the Magiftrates and Council, they, with 
the Deacons of Crafts, Ordinary and 
Extraordinary, do unanimoufly hereby 
ENACT and ORDAIN, that, in time 
coming, the places of affembling be al- 
tered fo far, and be fixed as follows, 
viz. For the Magiftrates and whole 
Merchant-Council, with the Mafter of 

N tin; 



the Merchant-Company and his Affift- ! 

ants, at the prefent Council-Chamber, ] 
formerly called the Laigh Council- t 
houfe ; for the Deacon Convener, and ! 
the other thirteen Deacons of Crafts, ] 
with their Box-mafters and Quarter- 
mafters, together with the Prefes of 1 
the Barbers, and Prefes of the Candle- I 
makers, and their refpective Quarter- j 
mailers, at the High Jufticiary Court- i 
houfe ; and for the Captains, Lieute- 
nants, and Enligns of the Train Bands, 
at the Goldfmith’s Hall; and that the 
Prefes and Quarter-mailer of the Can- j 
dlemakers do alfemble themfelves ac- 
cordingly, to the effect, and under the 
penalty mentioned in the faid acT And, \ 
in general, the faid Society of Candle- ] 
makers, and their clerks and other ofE- j 
cers, are hereby added to, and includ- | 
ed in the forefaid act of Council, in the 

lame 
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fame way as the Society of Barbers are, 
or may be. And do RESOLVE and 
AGREE, that the faid act of Council, 
with thefe alterations, as to the places 
of aflembling, and the addition of the 
Society of Candlemakers, be punctual- 
ly obferved in all time coming; and re- 
commended to the Lord Provolt and 
Magiltrates to enforce obedience there- 
to. And further require and enjoin 
the Deacon or Prefes of the refpective 
Incorporations and Societies above na- 
med, at their meeting to-morrow, and 
at every annual election, ftrictly to 
charge the feveral members to do their 
utmoft to prevent their fervants, ap- 
prentices, and others in their families, 
or under their authority, from being 
anyways acceffary to, or concerned in 
mobs, tumults, or uproars, and to warn 
them of their danger ; and appoint ex- 

N 2 trails- 
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tracts hereof to be given out, without- 
abiding a reading in Council, 

Extracted forth of the Council records 
of the City, of Edinburgh^ by 

John Dundas., 

ACT relating to the Treafurers 
making Payments, and getting 
Charters hgned. 

Edinburgh, l^th January, lyicy. 
T^HE Lord Pro volt, Magiftrates, and 

Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, be- 
ing in Council affevnbled, and confider- 
mg. That inconveniencies have and 
may arife by Treafurers making partial 
payments, without exprefs warrants of' 
Council; Therefore do hereby EN- 
ACT and ORDAIN, That no pay- 

ment 
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ment that hi all hereafter be made by. 
any Treafurer in behalf, of the Town, 
fhall be allowed, unlefs there be a war- 
rant extracled-and figned by the clerk. 
And further, do STATUTE and OR- 
DAIN, That no Charter or Precept of 
Glareconjiat lhall hereafter be prefented. 
to be figned, till payment of the by- 
gone feu-dutieSj and compofition be 
thereon marked and figned by theTrea- 
fiirer, for. the time being. Extruded. 

ACT of Council* anent the reviling, 
of Writings granted to or. by the 
City of Edinburgh.. 

Edinburgh, loth Nervember-, 1738. 
THE Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and 

Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, be- 
ing in Council aflembled, and confider- 
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ing, That from experience it does ap- 
pear, that errors and miftakes have been 
made, both in Writings granted by and 
to the City-Treafurer, in behalf of the 
City, detrimental to the Community, 
which could not be charged on any par- 
ticular perfon, by reafon that hitherto 
there was no rule, whereby the revifal 
of fuch Writings was committed to any 
particular perfon : Therefore it is here- 
by ordered. That hereafter the City- 
Treafurer, nor his fucceffors in office, 
fhall neither receive any Writing or Se- 
curity to be granted to him for the ufe 
of this City, nor ihall fign any Writing or 
Security to be granted by him in behalf 
of this City, till the fame Ihall be revi- 
fed and examined by one of the clerks 
to the City, and marked fo by the ini- 
tial letters of the revifor, and the revi- 
for to be anfwerable for any error or 
miftake that may be in the fame. And 

ordered. 
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ordered, That thir prefents be read an- 
nually upon the Election-day immedi- 
ately after the Election of the Magi- 
ftrates. 

ACT of Council, fettling an annual 
Salary of 3001. Sterling on the 
Lord Provoft and his SuccefTors, 
for maintaining the dignity of the 
Chair. 

Edinburgh, 1 oth Sept. 1718. 
THE Lord Provoft, Magiftrates, and 

Council, with the Deacons of 
Crafts, of the City of Edinburgh, being 
in Council affembled ; and taking into 
their confideration the inconvenien- 
cics which have arifen to the Good 
Town, and to the office of Lord Provoft 
thereof, from the practice of giving ear- 
neft-money at the roup of the Common 

Good 5 
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Good; from the fecret acknowledg- 
ments made in money, or otherwife, by 
perfons who come into lucrative ofli- 
ces; and from the gratuities of the lame 
kind, given by thofe who obtain.feus, 
or tacks of houfes, lands, and other 
‘branches of the Town’s revenue : Hav- 

• ing found, That the money ordinarily 
paid to the Lord Provolt for wines, 
houfe-rent, burgefs-tickets, does 
exceed the fum of two hundred pounds 
Sterling per annum, and, including ac- 
knowledgments and gratuities, may be 
reckoned to exceed, the fum of three 
hundred pounds Sterling, when taken 
at a medium of years : And,conlider- 
ing how reafonable it is>. the Lord Pro- 
volt fhould be enabled to fupport the 
character, and defray the necelfary ex- 
pence of his office, and that it is of ufe 
for eltablilhing regularity in the Good 
.Town’s affairs, honourable to the Com- 

munity 



[ 'os] 
munity,and particularly to the Office of 
Lord Provoft, that a certain fum be a- 
greed on, to be annually paid to the 
prefent Lord Provoft, and his Succefibrs 
in Office, in lieu, place, and Head of all 
emoluments, ordinary and cafual, (the 
ordinary fee of twenty pounds Scots 
excepted) which have, or may pertain 
to the Office of Lord Provoft j particu- 
larly, in lieu and place of the money 
ufually paid for wines, houfe-rent, bur- 
gefs-tickets, earneft-money, &c. Do 
therefore STATUTE and ORDAIN, 
That the fum of Three hundred Pounds 
Sterling be paid to William Nexlfon, 
Efquire, prefent Lord Provoft, in name 
of Salary for the year, commencing at 
Michaelmas 1717, and ending at Mi- 
chaelmas 1718, and annually thereafter, 
in the month of September, to him, 
and his Succeflbrs in Office, during the 
years thereofj and that Robert Wight- 

O man, 
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man, prefent City-Treafurer, do pay 
the prefent Lord Provoft the faid fum 
of Three hundred Pounds Sterling, as 
the Salary of his Office for this prefent 
year. And, in order effedually to pre- 
vent the payment of any money, in 
time coming, to thofe who bear the 
Office of Lord Provoft, by the Dean of 
Guild, by the City-Treafurer, by per- 
fons who come into lucrative offices, 
or by thofe who get feus, or tacks of 
the Good Town’s revenue, or on apy 
account or pretext whatfomever, (the 
forefaid fee excepted) be it ENACTED, : 
likeas the Council, with the Extraordi- J 
nary Deacons of Crafts hereby ENACTS, 
STATUTES and ORDAINS, That an- 
nually, on the Council-day in which ; 

warrants are given for leeting the Dea- jj 
cons, the Town-Treafurer fhall move i 
the Council for, and obtain an act, as 
his warrant for paying the faid fum 

of 
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of Three hundred Pounds Sterling; at 
which time, and before granting of the 
faid act, the following Oath ftiall be ad- 
miniftered by the Town-Clerk, folemn- 
ly and openly in Council, to the then 
Lord Pro volt, and figned by him. 

Ido folemnly 
/wear and promife. That I have not, 

at any time Jince my laji eleftion into the Of- 
fice of Lord Provofi, received^ direftly or 
indiredly, any earnefi-money, acknowledg- 
ment, or gratuity whatfoever,from any per- 
fon or pcrfons, in order to their eledion, or 
on account of their being eleded into any 
lucrative office, or on account of tacks, or 
feus of houfes, lands, mills, or any other part 
or branch of the Good Town's CommonGood, 
granted, or to be granted them ; neither has 
any perfon received the fame for my account 
and behoof, diredly or indiredly, to the bcjl 
of my knowledge or belief And 1 do fin- 

cerely 
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cerely promife andfwcar. That IJhall mty 
for the future, receive any money, or other 
gratuity, on the forefaid account, diredly 
or indirectly, nor allow any perfon to re- 
ceive it for my behoof: And do likewife 
promife. That, if at any time hereafter I 
Jlxill come to the knowledge of it, that any 
perfon or perfons have received money, or 
other gratuity, for my behoof, as faid is, 
that I Jhall immediately acquaint the Coun- 
cil therewith, and pay the money fo recei- 
ved to the City-Treafurer then being. This 
I folemnly fwear, and promife by God, and 
as I Jhall anfwer to him at the great day. 

Be it alfo ENACTED, likeas it is here- 
by ENACTED, STATUTED and OR- 
DAINED, That, in cafe at any time it 
fliould appear, and be made evident. 
That any perfon, who fhallbear the Of- 
fice of Lord Provoft, has, contrary to 
the meaning of this Aft, received mo- 

ney. 
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ney, or other gratuity, by himfelf or 
others, on any of the forefaid accounts, 
he ihall, ipfo fafto, forfeit the faid fum 
of Three hundred Pounds Sterling, 
which has been paid him by the City- 
Treafurer, by and attour repayment of 
the money, or other gratuity fo recei- 
ved, and be liable to be fued therefor at 
law, at the inftance of the Treafurers to 
the Merchants and Trades Maiden-Ho- 
fpitals, or either of them, or at the in- 
ftance of any perfon or perfons who 
has been a member or members of the 
Town-Council of this City, for the ufe 
and behoof of the faid Hofpitals, in e- 
qual proportions: And for the more fe- 
curity,it is hereby STATUTE and OR- 
DAINED, That every perfon who is ad-? 
mitted into any lucrative office, or who 
obtains feus or tacks from the Town- 
Council, or perfons to whom tacks or 
feus of houfes, lands, mills, or any o- 

ther 
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ther part or branch of the Town’s 
Common Good, or of the Hofpitals 
Lands, under the Town’s adminiftra- 
tion, have been, or are to be fet, or who 
are foliciting for offices, or elected into 
them by the Town-Council, lhall, at his 
or their admiffion into the faid office, 
or at the obtaining the faid feus or tacks 
from the Town-Council, make oath. 
That neither he Or they, nor any per- 
fon on his or their behalf, have given 
any good deed, or promife thereof, to 
the Lord Provoft, or any member of 
the Council, or to any other perfon or 
perfons for their behoof, in order to ob- 
tain the fame; neither {hall give any 
gratuity, acknowledgment, or good 
deed, in order to obtain his or their of- 
fices, feus, or tacks, in time coming; and 
if he lhall hereafter learn, that any other 
perfon has given any gratuity, acknow- 
ledgment, or good deed whatfoever, in 

his 
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his behalf, he fiiall faithfully and im- 
mediately reveal it to the Council. And, 
laftly. It is STATUTE and ORDAIN- 
ED, That this Act fliallbe annually read 
in Council, after the Election, upon the 
fame Council-day in which the Election 
is made; and that a copy of it Ihall be 
written with a fair hand, upon a large 
flieet of parchment, to be figned by e- 
very Lord Provoft at his admiffion in- 
to his office. 

ACT 



ACT of Council fettling a Salary 
of 500/. Sterling per annum on 
the Right Honourable the Lord 
Provofl of the City of Edin- 
burgh. 

At Edinburgh the ninth day of January^ 
One tboufand feven hundred and/even- 
ty-one years. 

WHICH day the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Provofl:, the 

Magiftrates and Council, with the Dea- 
cons of Crafts, Ordinary and Extraor- 
dinary, of the City of Edinburgh, being 
affembled, the report of the Commit- 
tee, refpe&ing the fettling of Five hun- 
dred Pounds Sterling of Salary annual- 
ly, to be paid to the Lord Provoft for 
fupporting the dignity of the Chair, as 

ingrofled 
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ingroffed in laft federunt, being this day 
'again read in Council, the tenor where- 
of follows :—“ Bailie Carmichael, as 
“ Prefes of the Committee to whom it 
•“ was remitted, by minute of Council 
<c of the twenty-lixth ultimo, to take into 
<c confideration what was a proper fa- 
<£ lary to be given annually to the Lord 
<c Provoft, for fupporting the dignity of 
<c the Office, reported,.That they were 
“ unanimous in opinion, that the fala- 
“ ryprefently annexed to the Office was 
“ not at all fuitable to the dignity, nor 
*c adequate to the expence of the ho- 
‘c nourable difcharge thereof, by rea- 
“ fon of the great rife in the price of 
“ provifions, efpecially of wines, and 
“ alfo of houfe-rents, and the different 
“ manner of entertaining fince that fa- 
te lary was fixed: And therefore, were 
“ further unanimous in opinion, that 

P “ the 
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te the Act of Council paired on the i oth 
“ of September 1718, fo far as it has 
“ fettled a falary of Three hundred 
“ pounds per annum on the Lord Pro- 
“ volt, fliould be repealed in that re- 
“ fpect only : That the fum of Five 
“ hundred pounds Sterling Ihould be 
“ paid to John Dalrymple, Efq; prefent 
“ Lord Provolt of this City, in the 
“ month of September next, in name 
“ of falary, for the current year, com- 
“ mencing at Michaelmas lalt; and the 
“ like fum annually, in name of falary, 
“ in the month of September, in time 
“ coming, to the Laid Lord Provolt and 
“ his fuccelfors in office ; and that the 
“ forefaid Act of Council, of date the 
“ 10th of September 1718, lliould be 
“ of new ratified and confirmed in the 
Ci haill other articles and heads there- 
“ of:” They unanimoully approved 

thereof; 
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thereof; and DID, and hereby DO RE- 
SCIND the Act of Council pafled on the 
tenth of September, One thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and eighteen, fo far as it 
has fettled a falary of Three hundred 
pounds per annum on the Lord Provoft : 
And STATUTE and ORDAIN, That 
the fum of Five hundred pounds Ster- 
ling {hall be paid to John Dalrymple, 
Efq; prefent Lord Provoft of this Ci- 
ty, in the month of September next,, 
in name of falary, for the current year, 
commencing at Michaelmas laft, and 
the like fum annually, in name of fala- 
ry, in the month of September, in time 
coming, to the faid Lord Provoft and 
his fucceffors in oflice : And RATIFY- 

and CONFIRM the forefaid Aft of 
Council, of date the tenth of Septem- 
ber, One thoufand feven hundred and 

P 2 eighteen 
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eighteen, in the haill other heads and. 
articles thereof. 

Extruded forth of the Council Records 
of the City of Edinburgh^ by 

John Dundas. , 

By Aft of Council, each member of 
the Ordinary Council, who isfero, (that 
is, one quarter after the hour of meet- 
ing,) is to pay Sixpence, and if abfent 
One Shilling; the Prefes and Clerk 
paying double of thefe fines,. 

acts 
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Anno Sexto, 
ANN& REGINA. 

An ACT for rendering the Union, 
of the Two Kingdoms more en- 
tire and complete. 

WHEREAS by her Majefty’s great 
wifdom and goodnefs, the U- 

nion of the two kingdoms hath been 
happily effected, and the whole ifland 
is thereby fubjecl to one Sovereignty, 
and reprefented by one Parliament: To 
the end, therefore, that the faid Uni- 
on may be rendered more complete and 
entire, be - it enacted by the Queen’s 
moft Excellent Majefty, by and with 
the advice and confent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in this prefent Parliament affembled, 

. and by the authority of the fame, That 
from 
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from and after the firft day of May, 
in the year 6f our Lord, One thoufand 
feven hundred and eight, the Queen’s 
Majefty, her heirs and fucceflbrs, fliall 
have but one Privy-Council in or for 
the kingdom of Great Britain, to be 
fworn to her Majefty, her heirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs, as Sovereigns of Great Britain ; 
and fuch Privy-Council fliall have the 
fame powers and authorities as the Pri- 
vy-Council of England lawfully had, 
ufed, and exercifed-at the time of the 
Union, and none other. 

And to the end the public peace may 
.be in like manner preferved throughout 
the whole kingdom, be it further enabl- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That in 
every Shire and Stewartry within that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland, 
and alfo in fuch cities, boroughs, liber- 
ties, and precincts within Scotland, as 
her Majefty, her heirs or fucceflbrs, 

fliall 
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Hull think fit, there fhall be appointed 
by her Majefty, her heirs or fucceffors, 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, 
a fufficient number of good and lawful 
men to be Juftices of the Peace within 
their refpective Ihires, ftewartries, cities, 
boroughs, liberties or precindts, which 
perfons fo appointed, over and above 
the feveral powers and authorities veil- 
ed in Juftices of the Peace by the laws 
of Scotland, ftiall be further authorifed 
to do, ufe, and esercife over all perfons 
within their feveral bounds, whatever 
doth appertain to the office and truft of 
a Juftice of Peace, by virtue of the laws 
and acts of Parliament made in Eng- 
land before the Union, in relation to or 
for the prefervation of the public peace. 
Provided neverthelefs, that in the Sef- 
fions of the Peace the methods of trial 
and judgments flxall be according to the 
laws and cuftoms of Scotland. 

Provided, 
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Provided, That nothing in this a& 

contained fhall be conftrued to alter or 
infringe any rights, liberties or privi- 
leges heretofore granted to the City of 
Edinburgh, or to any other Royal Bo-, 
rough, of being Juftices of the Peace 
within their refpe&ive bounds* 

And whereas by an aft made in Scot- 
land, in the third feilion of the fecond 
Parliament of the late King Charles the. 
Second, intituled, “ An aft concerning, 
die regulation of the Judicatories,” feve- 
ral good and wholefome provifions were 
made concerning theJuftice-Court; and, 
amongft others, it was thereby enafted. 
That once a year. Circuit Courts Ihould- 
be kept at the time and places in the- 
faid act mentioned : Now, for the bet- 
ter and fpeedier adminiftration of ju- 
ftice, and further prefervation of the 
public peace in that part of the king- 
dom of Great Britain called Scotland,. 

be 
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be it alfo enacted by the authority a- 
forefaid, That for the future, twice in 
the year, that is to fay, in the months 
of April or May, and in the month of 
October, Circuit Courts {hall be kept 
in the feveral places in the faid act men- 
tioned, and in manner and form as in 
the faid act contained. 

And for the more uniform and cx- 
prefs method of electing and return- 
ing Members of Parliament, be it like- 
wife further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid. That when any Parliament 
fhall at any time hereafter be fummon- 
ed or called, the Forty-five Reprefenta- 
tives of Scotland in the Houfe of Com- 
mons of the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, fhall be elected and chofen by au- 
thority of the Queen’s writs under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, directed to 
the feveral Sheriffs and Stewarts of the 
xefpedive Shires and Ste war tries; and 

Q^2 the 
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the faid feveral Sheriffs and Stewarts 
fliall, on receipt of fuch writs, forth- 
with give notice of the time of election 
for the Knights or Commiflioners for 
their refpective Shires or Stewartries; 
and at fuch time of election the feveral 
freeholders in the refpective Shires or 
Stewartries fliall meet and convene at 
the head Boroughs oftheir feveral Shires 
and Stewartries, and proceed to the e- 
lection of their refpe&ive Commiffion- 
ers or Knights for the Shire or Stewart- 
ry; and the clerks of the faid meet- 
ings, immediately after the faid elec- 
tions are over, lhall refpedtively return 
the names of the perfons eleded to the 
Sheriff or Stewart of the Shire or Stew- 
artry, who fliall annex it to his writ, 
and return it with the fame into the 
court out of which the writ iffued : 
.And as to the manner of election of the 
Fifteen Reprefentatives of the Royal 

Boroughs, 
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Boroughs, the Sheriffs of the Shire of 
Edinburgh fhail, on the receipt of the 
writ directed to him, forthwith direct 
his precept to the Lord Provoft of E- 
dinburgh, to caufe a Burgefs to be elect- 
ed for that City j and, on receipt of fuch 
precept, the City of Edinburgh fhall 
elect their Member, and their common 
clerk lhall certify his name to the She- 
riff of Edinburgh, who fhall annex it to 
his writ, and return it with the fame 
into the court from whence the writ 
iffued: And as to the other Royal 
Boroughs, divided into fourteen claiTes 
or diftricts, the Sheriffs or Stewarts of 
the feveral Shires and Stewarti ies, fhall, 
on the receipt of their feveral writs, 
forthwith direct their feveral precepts 
to every Royal Borough within their 
refpe&ive Shires or Stewarties, reciting 
therein the contents of the writ, and 
die date thereof, and commanding 

them 
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them forthwith to elect each of them a 
Commiffioner as they ufed formerly to 
ele<£t Commiffioners to the Parliament 
of Scotland, and to order the faid refpec- 
tive Commiffioners to meet at the preft- 
ding Borough of their refpective diftrift 
(naming the faid preliding Borough) 
upon the thirtieth day after the day of 
the teft of the writ, unlefs it be upon 
the Lord’s Day, commonly called Sun- 
day, and then the next day after, and 
then to choofe their Burgefs for the 
Parliament; and the common clerk of 
the then prefiding Boroughffiall, imme- 
diately after the eleclion, return the 
name of the perfon fo ele&ed to the 
Sheriff or Stewart of the Shire or Stew- 
artry wherein fuch prefiding Borough 
is, who lhall annex it to his writ, and 
return it with the fame into the court 

iirom whence the writ iffued : And in 
xaffi 



cafe a vacancy fhall happen in time of 
Parliament, by the deceafe or legal in- 
capacity of any member, a new mem- 
ber fliall be ele&ed in his room, con- 
formable to the method herein before 
appointed ; and in cafe fuch vacancy 
be of a reprefentative for any one of 
the faid fourteen claffes, or diftriels of 
the faid Royal Boroughs, that Borough 
which prefided at the election of the de- 
Ceafecf or difabled member, lhall be the 
prefiding Borough at fuch new elec- 
tion. 

Provided always. That upon the if- 
fuing of writs of fammons for the e- 
le<5ting of a Parliament, if any Shire or 
Stewartry wherein a Royal Borough is, 
hath not then a turn, or right to cleft 
a Commiflioner, or Knight of the Shire 
or Stewartry for that Parliament, that 
then it lhall be omitted out of the writ 

direfted 



directed to fuch Sheriff or Stewart, to 
caufe a Knight, or Coramiffioner for 
that Shire or Stewartry to be elected 
for that Parliament. 
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Anno Secundo 

GEORGII II. REGIS. 
An A<51 for the more effectual pre- 

venting Bribery and Corruption 
in the Elections of Members to 
ferve in Parliament. 

HEREAS itisfoundby Preamble. 
experience jthatthelaws 

already in being have not been 
fufficient to prevent corrupt 
and illegal practices in the elec- 
tion of Members to ferve in 
Parliament; for remedy, there- 
fore, of fo great an evil, and 
to the end that all elections of 
Members to Parliament may 
hereafter be freely and indiffe- 
rently made, without charge 
or expence, be it enacted by 
the King’s moft Excellent Ma- 

R jelly, 
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jefty, by and with the advice 
and confent of the Lords Spi- 
ritualandTemporal, and Com- 
mons, in this prefent Parlia- 
ment affembled, and by the 

Eieflors of authority of the fame. That, 
men'to take ^r0m an<* a^tei' ^ 24^ Day 
oathf0if°Wdcg June’ t^ie year of our mamied. Lord 1729, upon every Elec- 

tion of any Member or Mem- 
bers to ferve for the Commons 
in Parliament, every Freehol- 
der, Citizen, Freeman, Bur- 
gefs, or perfon having, or 
claiming to have a right to 
vote, or be polled atfuch Elec- 
tion, {hall, before he is admit- 
ted to poll at the fame Elec- 
tion, take the following Oath, 
(or, being one of the people 
called Quakers, {hall make the 
folemn Affirmation appointed 

for 
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for Quakers) in cafe the fame 
ftiall be demanded by either 
of the Candidates, or any two 
of the Electors; that is to fay, 

T A. B. do /wear, (or, being Elea°r’s oath* 
©ne of the people called 

Quakers, I A. B. do folemnly 
affirm) I have not received, or 
had by myfelf, or any perfon 
whatfoever in trujl for me, or 
for my ufe and benefit, direttly 
or indirettly, any fum, or films 
of money, office, place, or employ- 
ment, gift, or reward, or any 
promife or fecurity for any mo- 
ney, office, employment, or gift, in 
order to give my vote at this 
Eledion, and that I have not be- 

fore been polled at this Eledion. 
R 2 Which 



Prefiding officer to ad- niiniffer it, on forfeiture of jo 1. 
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Which Oath or Affirmation 

the officer or officers prefiding, 
or taking the poll at fuch E- 
lecfcion, is and are hereby im- 
powered and required to ad- 
minifter gratis, if demanded, 
as aforefaid, upon pain to for- 
feit the fum of Fifty Pounds, 
of lawful money of Great Bri- 
tain, to any perfon that fliall 
fuc for the fame, to be reco- 
vered, together with full cofts 
of fait, by aflion of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information, in any 
of his Majefty’s Courts of Re- 
cord at Weftminfter, wherein 
no elfoine, protection, wager 
of law, or more than one em- 
parlance, ffiall be admitted or 
allowed; and if the faid of- 
fence fhall be committed in 
that part of Great Britain cal- 

led 
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led Scotland, then to be reco- 
vered, together with full cofts 
of fuit, by fummary action, 
or complaint before the Court 
of Seffion, or by profecution 
before the Court of Juliiciary 
there, for every neglect or re- 
fufal fo to do: And noperfon 
fhall be admitted to poll, till 
he has taken and repeated the 
faid Oath, in a public manner, 
in cafe the fame fhall be de- 
manded, as aforefaid, before 
the returning officer, or fuch 
others as ftiall be legally de- 
puted by him. 

And be it further enafted, sheriff, or 
That if any Sheriff-, Mayor, “n^officeTs?* 
Bailiff, or other returning todhe'po^df 
officer, fhall admit any per- 
fon to be polled, without ta-100 /- 

king 
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king fuch Oath or Affirma- 
tion, if demanded, as afore- 
faid, fuch returning officer 
fhall forfeit the fum of One 
Hundred Pounds, to be reco- 
vered in manner aforefaid, to- 
gether with full cofts of fuit; 
and that if any perfon fhall 
vote or poll at fuch Election, 
without having firft taken the 
Oath, or, if a Quaker, having 
made his Affirmation, as afore- 
faid, if demanded, fuch per- 
fon fhall incur the fame pe- 

Voters to nalty which the officer is fub- jncur the like y 

penalty. ject to for the offence above 
mentioned. 

Returning And be it further ena&ed officer, after reading the by the authority aforefaid, writ, to take • the following that every Sheriff, Mayor, 
Bailiff, Headborough, or o- 

ther 
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ther perfon, being the return- 
ing officer of any Member to 
ferve in Parliament, ftiall, im- 
mediately after the reading 
the writ or precept for the 
eledion of fuch Member, take 
and fubfcribe the following 
Oath, videlicet, 

T A. B. dofolemnly/wear,That 
^ I have not, directly nor in- 
directly, received any fum or 
fums of money, office, place, or 
employment, gratuity, or reward, 
or any bond, bill, or note, or any 
promife or gratuity whatfoever, 
either by myfelf, or any other 
perfon to my ufe, or benefit, or 
advantage, for making any re- 
turn at the prefent election of 
Members to ferve in Parliament; 
end that I will return fuch per- 

fon 
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Jhn or per forts, as Jhall, to the 
beji of viy judgment, appear to 
me to have the majority of legal 
votes.. 

Which Oath, any Juftice or 
Juftices of the Peace of the 
faid County,City,Corporation 
or Borough, where fuchElec- 
tion fhall be made, or, in his 
or their abfence, any three of 
the electors, are hereby re- 
quired and authorifed to ad- 
minifter; and fuch Oath, fo ta- 
ken, fliall be entered among 
the records of the fellions of 
fuch County, City, Corpora- 
tion, and Borough, as afore- 
faid.. 

at'E,. -And be it enacted by the «d ieSaJ. authority aforefaid, That fuck 
votes 
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rotes fliall be deemed to be 
legal, which have been fo de- 
clared by the laft determina- 
tion in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; which laft determina- 
tion concerning any County, 
Shire, City, Borough, Cinque- 
port, or place, fliall be final to 
all intents and pnrpofes what- 
foever, any ufage to the con- 
trary notwithftanding. 

And be it further enacted Pe,na}ty of 
wilful perjsi* by the authority aforefaid, n- 

That if any returning officer, 
elector, or perfon taking the 
Oath or Affirmation herein be- 
fore mentioned, fhall be guil- 
ty of wilful and corrupt per- 
jury, or of falfe affirming, and 
be thereof convicted by due 
courfe of law, ftiall incur and 

S fuffer 



Perfons con- ■vifted never capable to vote. 

Ptrfons ta- king money or reward for tbeir vote, <b-c. forfeit 500/. and difabled to 
Electron". < 
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fuffer the pains and penalties 
which by law are enacted or 
inflicted in cafes of wilful and 
corrupt perjury. 

And be it further enacted 
by the authority aforefaid. 
That no perfon convicted of 
wilful and corrupt perjury, 
or fubornation of perjury, 
fliall, after fuch convidion, 
be capable of voting in any 
Election of any Member or 
Members to ferve in Parlia- 
ment. 

And be it further enaded 
by the authority aforefaid. 
That if any perfon who hath, 
or claimeth to have, or here- 
after lhall have, or claim to 
have, any right to vote in any 

fuch 
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fach Election, lliall, from and 
after the faid 24th day of June, 
which fhall be in the year of 
our Lord 1729, afk, receive, 
or take any money, or other 
reward, by way of gift, loan, 
or other device; or agree or 
contrad for any money, gift, 
office, employment, or other 
reward whatfoever, to give 
his vote, or to refufe or for- 
bear to give his vote, in any 
fuch Election ; or if any per- 
fon by himfelf, or any peribn 
employed by him, doth or 
fhall, by any gift or reward, 
or by any promife, agree- 
ment, or fecurity for any gift 
or reward, corrupt or procure 
any perfon or perfons to give 
his or their vote or votes, or 
to forbear to give his or their 

S 2 vote 
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vote or votes, in any fuch 
Election, fuch perfon, fo of- 
fending in any of the ca- 
fes aforefaid, fhall, for every 
fuch offence, forfeit the fum 
of Five Hundred Pounds of 
lawful money of Great Bri- 
tain, to be recovered as before 
directed, together with full 
cofts of fuit: And every per- 
fon offending in any of the 
cafes aforefaid, from and after 
judgment obtained againfl 
him in any fuch action of debt, 
bill, plaint, or information, 
or fummary adtion, or profe- 
cution, or being any other- 
wife lawfully convidted there- 
of, fhall for ever be difabled 
to vote in any Election of any 
Member or Members to Par- 
liament, and alfo fhall for e- 

ver 



[ I4I ] 
ver be difabled to hold, exer- 
cife, or enjoy any office or 
franchife, to which he and 
they then ftiall, or at any 
time afterwards may be enti- 
tled, as a member of any Ci- 
ty, Bor ough ,T own Corpora te, 
or Cinque-port, as if fuch per- 
fon was naturally dead. 

And be it further enabl- 
ed by the authority afore- 
faid, That if any perfon of- 
fending againft this act {hall, 
within the fpace of 12 months 
next after fuch Election as 
aforefaid, difcover any other 
perfon or perfons offending 
againll this aft, fo that fuch 
perfon or perfons, fo difco- 
vered, be thereupon convift- 
ed, fuch perfon fo difcover- 

ing, 

Offenders in 12 months after the E- leflion difco- veringothcrs, indemnified. 
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ing, and not having been be- 
fore that time convicted of 
any offence againft this act, 
fhall be indemnified, and dif- 
charged from all penalties and 
difabilities which he fhall 
then have incurred by any of- 
fence againft this aft. 

. Th*^a,to And, for the more effectual be read by the sheriff, <tc. obfervancG of this aft, be after reading , the writ. it enafted, That all and e- 
veiy the Sheriffs, Mayors, 
Bailiffs, and other officers, to 
whom the execution of any 
writ or precept for elefting 
any Member or Members to 
ferve in Parliament fhall be- 
long or appertain, fhall, and 
are hereby required, at the 
time of fuch Election, imme- 
diately after the reading fuch 

writ 



[ '43 ] 
writ or precept, read, or caufe 
to be read, openly before the 
Electors there affembled, this 
prefent act, and every claufe 
therein contained; and the 
fame lhall alfo openly be read 
once in every year at the ge- 
neral Quarter Seffions of the 
Peace to be holden next after 
Eafter, for any County or Ci- 
ty, and at every Election of 
the chief Magiftrate in anyBo- 
rough, Town-corporate, or 
Cinque-port^ndat the annual 
Election of Magiftrates and 
Town Counfellors, for every 
Borough within that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland. 

And be it further enact- 
ed by the authority afore- 
faid. That every Sheriff, Un- 

der. 

And at the Quarter Sef- fions after Eafter. 

Wilfal of- fence forfeits SO 1. 



Profecution to commence within two years. 

der-fheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, and 
other officer, to whom the ex- 
ecution of any writ or pre- 
cept for the electing of Mem- 
bers to ferve in Parliament 
doth belong, for every wilful 
offence, contrary to this act, 
fhall forfeit the fum of Fifty 
Pounds, to be recovered, to- 
gevher with full cofts of fuit, 
in the manner before diredt- 
ed. 

Povided always, and it is 
hereby declared and enact- 
ed by the authority afore- 
faid. That no perfon fhall be 
made liable to any incapaci- 
ty, difability, forfeiture, or 
penalty, by this act laid or 
impofed, unlefs profecution 
be commenced within two 

years 
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years after fuch incapacity, 
difability, forfeiture, or pe- 
nalty ftiall be incurred, or in 
cafe of a profecution the fame 
be carried on without wilful 
delay j any thing herein con- 
tained to the contrary not- 
withftanding. 

FINIS. 
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