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PREFACE v 

PREFACE 
TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 

^HE Polite Philosopher was printed 
originally ^ Edinburgh*, and part of 

the edition fent up to London. The novelty 
of the title, and, to fay truth, of the perform- 
ance itfef for it is •written in a manner 
never before made ufe of in our language, re- 
commended it to fame, and prejudiced it in 
the opinion of others ; but time, which is the 
touchfone of fuch prodiifiions, did juft ice to 
this work, and at laf procured it an efeem, 
not only herp, but abroad. This, together 
with my great efeem for its ingenious Au- 
thor, who if now in Italy, and who is al- 
lowed by all who know him to be truly a Po- 
lite Philosopher, occaftoned my fending 
this fecond edition into the world. 

* In the year 1734.. 
A f fhe 



'The^ intent of the ^ -- I very well 
knew his intent) was, to make men a framed 
cf their vices, by Jbewing them how ridicu- 
lous they were made by them, and how impof- 

fible it was for a bad man to be polite.. It 
may be, graver books have been written on 
this fuhjeft, but few snore to the point; its 
author being equally filled in books and in 
men, in the dead languages and the living : I 
prefume, therefore, that his obfervatdqns will 
be generally found true, and his maxims jujl. 

At firf fight, it may feem that this book 
is calculated only for a few ; but I beg leave 
to obferve, that in truth there are but few to 
whom it may not be ufeful. As every man 
in his fation ought to be bonejl, fo every man 
in his behaviour may be polite; nay, he ought 
to be fo, becaufe he will be fare to find his ac- 
count in it ;Jince it is a quality eafter difeern- 
cd, and of .confequence footer rewarded, than 
the former. IVe mufl know and converfe 
with , a man, to be convinced of his probity ; 
whereas we perceive at firft fight whether he 
las good manners ; by this we are prejudiced 



in his favour : and nuho then mould not frive 
to learn fin art at once f eafy, and fo exteit- 

Jive in its ufe? 
But, if it he beneficial to all, it is peculiar- 

(y necejfary to Youth. It is at once a re- 
medy for bafhfuluefs, and a prefervative a- 
gainjl the contrary vice. A polite perfon 
Jiands in the middle, between a JheepiJh suo- 
defty and a difiaftefid boldnefs.. It is the ha- 
bit which adds the laft p'jijh to education, 
brightens the man of letters, and fpreads a 
glofs over that fort of learning, which would 
otherwife appear pedantic. The polite man 
may not only underjland Latin and Greek, 
but may alfo introduce them into difourfe, 
provided it be before proper company, and on 
a proper occafion. The unpolijbed fcholar lugs 
them in whenever they occur; quotes Ovid to 
his rnijlrefs, asfd repeats a pajfage from Po- 
ly^enlus to a captain of the guards. To 
our youth therefore I beg leave to recommend 
this concife manual, which will cofi them hut 
little time to read,, and no great pains, 





T O THE 

AUTHOR. 

  Veht matcrna tempera myrio. Virs. 
^TTHEN vice the (helter of a ma(k diftlain'd, 
' *' When folly triumph’d, and a-Wra reign’d, 

' Vetronius rofe, fatyrir, yet polite, 
And fhew’d the glaring monfler full in fight ; . To public mirth expos’d th’ imperial beafl, 
And made his wanton court the common jeft. 

In your correiler page his wit we fee. 
And all the Roman lives reflor’d in thee : 
So is the piece proportion’d to our times ; 
For every age diverCfies its crimes; 
And vice, with Proteus art, in one conceals What in the next more boldly it reveals; 
In diff’rent lhapes drives on the lalhing trade, 
And makes the world one changing mafquerade. 

The griping wretch, whole av’rice robs the town. 
To gain his point, a holy look puts on ; 



yiu To the AUTHOR. 
To earth direfts his hands, to heav’n his eyes. And, with a (hew of grace, defrauds and lies. 
Th'ambitious courtier, but for diff’rent ends, 
With fceming zeal the public good defends. Th’ enthuliaft thinks to him the Aandard giv’n 
Of truth divine, the mafter-key of heav’n. The pettifogger fee'd, fupports the eaule, 
Howe’er unjuft, and wrefts the injur’d laws. 
To courage bullies; fops to wit pretend ; And all can proftitute the name of friend. 
Yet though men want but eyes to fee the cheat, 
They chufe to wink, and help their own deceit. 
The herd of fools refign themfelves a prey, 
Which every knave purfues his private way. 

The queftion, Forrester, is (bmething hard; 
How (hall the wife the motley fcene regard ? While men ourfelves, can we unmov’d (land by? 
Pain'd while we fmile? or guiltlefs (hall we cry? 
Humanity to grief would give the rule ; 
But ftronger reafon Tides with ridicule. 

O! that thy work, inftruftive, but refin’d, 
The plealing image of your eafy mind; (Which, like the (latues wrought by Phidian art, 
Is one fair whole, complete in every part); May cure die lighter follies of the age, Cool bigot-zeal, and foften party rage; 
Expofe ill-nature, pedantry o’ercome, 
Strike affcftation dead, and fcandal dumb; ReAor^ 



To the AUTHOR. h- 
Reflorc free converfe to its native ligtit, . 

' And teath mankiad with eafe to grow polite. • 
; Then round thy brow the myrtle-garland twine, 
: The gratifcl recompehce of toils like thine ; Secure in all you write, or do, to pleatc ; 
Join wit with fente, with underftanding eafe. Already here your juft applaufes rife, 
And the BeHcs read you with tranfported eyes. 
Some in the fweeteft notes repeat thy lays; 

; Others harmonious, fpeak the author’s praife: All to approve, w ith equal zeal confpire; 
’ What more can fortune give?—or you define J 
|. As Paris, loft in paflionate furprife, * To love's refiftlefs queen aflign’d the prize: 
i So while you beauty treat with fuel) regard, j-The lovely theme thall be your beft reward; Venus Qiall from the (heplterd’s 'debt be.free,; 
And, by the.fav’rite fair, repay the debt to theg. . 
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THE 
tOLITE PHILOSOPHER. 

"J% j\ ETHOD requires, that, in my en- 
J VX trance on this work, I (hould ex- 
plain the nature of that fcience to which I 
liave given the name of Polite Philoso- 
phy: and though I am not very apt to 
"write methodically, yet I think it becomes 
(be, on this occafion, to fhew that my ti- 
tle is fomewhat a propos. 

Folks who are {killed in Greek tell us, 
Ithat philofdphy means no more than the love 
'of. ’wifdom; and I, by the adjundtion of 
polite, would be underftood to mean that 
fort of wifdom which teaches men to be 
at peace in themfelves, and neither by their 
Words or behaviour to difturb the peace 
of others. 
s Academical critics may perhaps expedl, 
that I fliould at leaft quote fome Greek fage 
Dr other, as the patron of that kind of 
knowledge which I am about to reftore ; 

and. 



12 The Polite Philofopher. 
and, as I pique myfelf on obliging every | 
man in his way, T fhall put them in mind j 
of one JRISTIPPUS, who was profellbr 
of Polite Phihf.phy at Syracufe, in the days j 
of the famous King Dionyfins, in whofe fa- i 
vour he flood higher than even P/a/o him-\ 
felf. Should they go farther, and de- j 
mand an account of his tenets, I mull 
turn thetti over to Horace, who has com- 
prifed them all in one line. 

Omni* Ariftippum decuit color, ct flatus, et res ' 
“ Secure his foul preferv’d a conflant frame, 
“ Thro’ every varying fcene of life the fame 
In the court of the King of Sicily, thn 1 

wife man enjoyed all the delights that would 
have fatisfied a fenfual mind; but it was 
the ufe of thefe which fliewed him a true 
philofopher. He was temperate in ahem, 
while he pofleffed them ; and eafy without 
them, when they were no longer in his pow- 
er. In a word, ha had the integrity of 
Diogenes, without his churliflinefs; and as 
his wifdom was ufeful to himfelf, fo it ren- 
dered him agreeable to the reft of the world. ' i Arijlippui 



13 The Polite Phihfopher, 
AriJHppus had many pupils; but, for 

the regular fucceflion in his fchool, it has 
either not been Recorded by the Greek wri- 
ters, or, at lead, by any of them that 
came to my hand. Among the Romans, in- 
deed, this kind of knowledge was in the 
higheft efteem; and that at the time when 
the reputation of the commonwealth was 
at its greateft height. Scipio was lefs di- 
ftinguifhed by the laurels he acquired from 
foreign conquefts, than by the myrtle gar- 
land he wore as a profeffor in this art. The 
familiar letters of Ctcero are fo many fltort 
•kdtures in our fcience, and the life of Poni- 

■ ponius Atticus a praxis only on Polite Phi- 
lofophy. 

I would not be fufpefted to mention thefe 
great names with an intent to difplay my 
learning; far be it from me to write a fa>- 
tire on the agee all I aim at, is, to con- 
vince the beaux efprits of our times, that 
what I teach, they may receive without 
difparagement, fince they tread thereby in the fame road with the greateft heroes of 
antiquity; and, in this way, at leaft, emu- 

B late 



14 The Polite Philofophef. 
late the characters of Alexander and Cttfar. 
Or, if thofe old-faihioned commanders ex- 
cite not their ambition, I will venture to 
affure them, that, in this tract only, they 
tvill be able to approach the immortal 
Prince Eugene; who, glorious from his 
courage, and amiable from his clemency, 
is yet lefs diitinguifhcd by his rank, than 
by his politenefs.. 

After naming Prince Eugene, it would 
debafe my fubject to add another example. 
I lhall proceed therefore to the taking no- 
tice of fuch qualities of the mind as are 
requifite for my pupils to have, previous 
to the receipt of thefe inftructions. 
* But as vanity is one of the greateft im- 
pediments in the road of a Polite Philofo- 
pher; and as he who takes upon him to be 
a preceptor, ought at lead: not to give an 
ill example to his fcholars; it will not be 
improper for me to declare, that, in com- 
pofing this piece, I had in my eye that 
precept of Seneca ; Hac aliis die, ut dum di- 
cis, audias; if>feferibe ut dum feripferis, legau 
Which, for the fake of the ladies, I fliall 
iranllatc into Englijh, and into verfe, that 

I 



The Polite Phikfopher. iy 
I may gratify my own propenfityto rhym- 
ing. 

Speaking to others, what you J.i&ate hear; 
And learn yourfelf, while teaching you appear. 
Thus you fee me ftript of the ill-obeyed 

authority of a pedagogue; and are, for the 
future, to confider me only as a fchool-feN 
low playing the mailer, that we may the. 
better conquer the difficulties of our taffi. 

To proceed then in the character, 
which, for my own fake, as well as yours, 
I have put on, let me remind you, in the 
firft place. 

That reafotty however antique you may 
think it, is a thing abfolutely necelfary in. 
the compolition of him who endeavours at 
acquiring a pbilofopbical politenefs; and let. 
us receive it as a maxim, that, without 
reofon, there is no being a fine gentleman. 

However, to foften, at the fame time that 
we yield to this conftraint, I tell my bloom- 
ing audience with pleafure, that reafm, 
like a fop’s under waillcoat, may be worn 
out oj fight: and, provided it be but worn 
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at all, 1 fhall not quarrel with them, though 
vivacity, like a laced Ihirt, be put over it 
to conceal it; for, to purfue the compari- 
fon, our minds fuffer no lefs from indifcre- 
tion, than our bodies from the injuries of 
weather. 

Next to this, another out-of-the-way 
qualification muft be acquired; and that is, 
calmnefs. - Let not the fmarts of the uni- 
verfity, the fparks of the fide-boxes, or the. 
genteel flutterers of the drawing-room, 
imagine, that I will deprive them of thofe 
elevated enjoyments, drinking tea with a 
toaft, gallanting a fan, or roving, like a 
butterfly, through a parterre of beauties. 
No; I am far from being the author of 
fuch fevere inftitutions; but am, on the 
contrary, willing to indulge them in their 
pleafures, as long as they preferve their 
fenfes. By which I would be underllood 
to mean, while they adt in chara&er, and 
fuffer not a fond inclination, an afpiring 
vanity, or a giddy freedom, to tranfport 
them into the doing any thing which may 

forfejt 
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forfeit prefent advantages, or entail upon 
them future pain. 

I fhall have frequent occafion in the fol- 
lowing pages to (hew from examples, of 
what mighty ufe reafon and an undifturbed 
temper are, to men of great commerce in 
the world; and therefore fliall infill no 
farther on them here. 

The laft difpofition of the foul which I 
fliall mention, as neceflary to him who 
would become a proficient in this fcience, 
is good-nature; a quality, which, as Mr. 
Dry den faid in a dedication to one of the 
beft-natured men of his time, deferves the 
higheft efteem, though, from an unac- 
countable depravity, both of tafte and mo- 
rals, it meets with the lead. For, can 
there be any thing more amiable in human 
pature, than to think, to fpeak, and to do, 
whatever good lies in our power unto all j 
No man who looks upon the fun, and who 
feels that cheerfulnefs which his beams in- 
fpire, but would rather wilh himfelf like fo 
glorious a being, than to referable the ty- 
ger, however formidable for its fiercenefs, 

B 3 or 
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nr the ferpent, hated for his hiding, andl 
dreaded for his fting. Good-nature may in- 
deed be made almoft as diffufive as day- 
hght; but (hort are the ravages of the ty- 
ger, innocent the bite of a ferpant, to the 
vengeance of a cankered heart, or the ma- 
lice of an invenomed tongue. To this let 
me add another argument in favour of this 
benevolence of foul; and farther perfua- 
fions will, I flatter myfelf, he unneceifary. 
Good-nature adorns every perfection a man 
is mailer of, and throws a veil over every 
blemilh which would otherwife appear. In 
a word, like a Ikilful painter, it places his 
virtues in the faireft light, and calls all his 
foibles into lhade. 

Thus, in a few words, fenfe, modera- 
tion, and fweetnefs, are ellential to a po- 
lite philofipher. And if you think you can- 
not acquire thefe, even lay my book afide. 
But before you do that, indulge me yet a 
moment longer. Nature denies the firll to 
few ; the fecond is in every man’s power; 
and no man need be without the lad, who 
either values general eftcem, or is not in- 

different ' 



The Polite Philofopher. *9 
different to public hate. For, to fay truth* 
what is neceffary to make an honeft man, 
properly applied, would make a polite one : 
and as almoft every one would take it a» 
mifs, if we fhould deny him the firll appel- 
lation ; fo you may perceive from thence 
how few there are, who, but from their 
own indifcretion, may deferve the fecond. 
It is want of attention, not capacity, which 
leaves us fo many brutes; and, I flatter 
myfelf, there will be fewer of this fpecies, 
if any of them can be prevailed on to read 
this. A defcription of their faults is' to 
fuch the fitteft ledlure; for few monfters 
there are who can view themfelves in a 
glafs. 

Our follies, when difpl;,y’<3, Qurftlves afuight; 
Few are Co bad, to bear the odious fight. 
Mankind, in herds, thro* force of cuflonj, flray, 
Miflead each other into'enor's way ; 
Purfue the road, forgetful of the end, Sin by miftake, and, without thought, ofiend. 
My readers,who have been many of them 

accuftomed to think politenefs rather an or-, 
nameutal accomplilhment, than a thing 

pecclfary 
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neceflary to be acquired in order to an ea- 
fy and happy life, may from thence pay 
lefs attention than my inftrudions require, 
unlefs I can convince them they are in the 
wrong. In order to which, I muft put 
them in mind, that the tranquillity, and 
even felicity of our days, depends as ftrong- 
]y on fmall things, as on great; of which 
men may be eafily convinced, if they but 
refledt how great uneafinefs they have ex- 
perienced from crofs accidents, although 
they related but to trifles; and at the fame 
time remember, that difquiet is of all 
others the greatefl evil, let it arife from 
what it will. 

Now, in the concerns of life, as in thofe 
of fortune, numbers are brought into what 
are called bad circumftances from fmall 
negledls, rather than from any great er- 
rors in material affairs. People are too apt 
to think lightly of fhillings and pence, for- 
getting that they are the conflituent parts of 
pounds; until the deficiency in the greater 
article {hews them their millake, and con- 
■yinces them, by fatal experience, of a truth, 

which 
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which they might have learned from a lit- 
tle attention, viz. that great fum? are 
made up of fmall. 

Exadtly parallel to this, is that wrong 
notion which many have, that nothing 
more is due from them to their neighbours, 
than what refults from a principle of ho- 
pefty; which commands us to pay our 
debts, and forbids us to do injuries; where- 
as a thoufand little civilities, complacencies, 
and endeavours to give others pleafure, are 
requifite to keep up the relilh of life, and 
procure us that affe&ion and efteem, which 
every man who has a fenfe of it muft defire. 
And in the right timing and di'ereet ma- 
nagement of thefe punctilios, confifts the 
ejTence of what we call politenefs. 

How many know the general rules of art, 
Which unto tablets human form impart? 
How many can depift the rifngbrow, 
The nofe, the mouth, and ev’ryfeature (hew? Can in their colours imitate the (kin, 
And by the force of fire can fix them in? Yet, when ’tis done, unpleafing to the fght; 
Tho’ 1‘ke the pifture, (trikes not with delight: ’Tis Zink alone gives the enamel’d face 
A polhh’d fweetpef,, and a glo.Ty grace. 

Examples 
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Examples have, generally fpeaking, 

greater force than precepts; I will there- 
fore delineate the characters of Honorius 
and Garcia, two gentlemen of my acquaint- 
ance, whofe humours I have perfectly con- 
fidered, and fliall repreient them without 
the leaft exaggeration. 

Honorius is a perfon equally diRinguilh- 
ed by his birth and fortune. He has na- 
turally good fenfe; and that too hath been 
improved by a regular education. His wit 
is lively, and his morals without a ftain.— 
Is not this an amiable character ? Yet Ho~ 
norius is not beloved. He has, fome way 
or other, contracted a notion, that it is be- 
neath a man ot honour to fall below the 
height of truth in any degree, or on any 
occafion whatlfeever. From this principle, 
he fpeaks bluntly what he thinks, without 
regarding the company who are by. Some 
weeks ago, he read a leCture on female hy- 
pocrify before a married couple, though 
the lady was much fufpeCted on that head. 
Two hours after he fell into a warm decla- 
mation againft fimony and prieft-craft be- 
fore two dignitaries of the church; and, 

from 
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’ from a continued courfe of this fort of be- 
j haviour, hath rendered himfelf dreaded as, 
| a monitor, initead of being efteemed as a 
friend. 

Garcia, on the contrary, came into the 
■World under the greateft difadvantages. 
His birth was mean, and his fortune not 

f to be mentioned 5 yet, though he is fcarce 
I forty, he has acquired a handfome eftate 
? in the country, and lives on it with more 
1/reputation than moft of his neighbours. 
„ While a fervitor at the univerfity, he, by 
} his affiduities, recommended hitnfelf to a 
| noble Lord, and thereby procured a place 
■ of fifty pounds a-year in a public office. 
His behaviour there made him as many 

; friends as there were pei'fons belonging to 
that board. His readinefs in doing favours, 

|gained him the hearts of his inferiors; his 
deference for thofe in the higheft charac- 
ters in the office, procured him their good 
will; and the complacency he expre/Ted 

('towards his equals, and thofe immediately 
(above him, made them efpoufe his intereft 
Jwith alraoft as much warmth as they did 

their 
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their own. By this management, in text 
years time, he role to the pofleffion of aa 
office which brought him in a thoufand 
pounds a-year falary, and near double as 
much in perquilites. AlHuence hath made 
no alteration in his manners. The fame 
eafmefs of diipofnion attends him in that 
fortune to which it has raifed him; and 
he is at this day the delight of all who 
know him, from an art he has of perfuad- 
ing them, that their plealnres and their in- 
terefts are equally dear to him with his 
own. Who, if it were in his power, would 
refufe what Honorius pofiefTes ? and who 
would not wifh that poffeffiou accompanied 
with Garcia's difpofitiqn ? 

I flatter myi'elf, that, by this time, moft 
of my readers have acquired a tolerable 
idea of politenefsy and a juft notion of its 
ufe in ouf palfage through life. 1 muft, 
however, caution them of one thing, that, ; 
under pretence of politenefs, they fall nei- j 
ther into a-contempt or carelelfnefs offcience. 

A man may have much learning with- 
out being a pedant: nay, it is nccelfary 

i that! 
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that he fhould have a confiderable flock of 
knowledge before he can be polite. The 
glofs is never given till the work is finifh- 
ed ; without it the bed wrought piece looks 
clumfy ; but varnifh over a rough board, 
is a prepoflerous daub. In a word, that 
rule of Horace, Mifcere utile dulci, fo often 

! quoted, can never be better applied than 
| in the prefen t cafe, where neither of the 

qualities can fubfift without the other. 
With drefs, for once, the rule of life we’ll place; 

' Cloth is plain fenfe, and polilh’d breeding, lace. 
Men may in both miftake the true defign': Fools oft are tawdry, when they would be fine. 
An equal mixture, both of ufe and fhow, 
From giddy fops, points the accoroplilh'd beau. 
Having now gone through the prxcogni- 

ta of polite philofophy, it is requifite we 
fhould defcend with greater particularity 

I into its feveral branches. 
For though exadtnefs would not be of a 

. piece, either with the nature or intent of 
this work; yetfomeorder is abfolutely necef- 
fary, becaufe nothing is more unpolite than 
to be obfcure. Some philofophers have in- 

C deed 
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deed prided them (elves in a myfteriouS way 
of (peaking : wrapping their maxims info 
tough a coat, that the kernel, when found, 
feldom atoned for the pains of the finder. 

The polite fage thinks in a quite differ- 
ent way Perfpicuity is the garment in 
■which his conceptions appear; and his fen- 
timents, if they are of any ufe, carry this ad- 
ditional advantage with them, that fcarce 
any labour is required in attaining them. 
Graverdifcourfes, likfcGalenical medicines, 
dre often formidable in their figure, and 
naufeous in their tafte. Leisures from a 
dodlor in our fcience, like a chymical ex- 
traction, convey knowledge, as it were, by- 
drops ; and reftore fenfe as the other does 
health, without the apparatus of phyfic. 

Haffli to tht heart,' and grating to the ear, "Who can reproof, without reluttance, hear? 
Why againft priefts the gen’ral hate (b ftrong, 
But thar-they (hew us all we do is wrong? 
Wit well applyM, does weightier wifdom right. 
And gives us knowledge, while it gives delight. 
Thus ontheitage, we, with applaufe, behold, 
What wpuld have pain'd us from the pulpit told. 

It 
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It is now time to apply what we have 

already advanced, to thofe points in which 
they may be the moft ufeful to us ; and 
therefore we will begin, by coirfidering 
what advantage the praftice of them will 
procure, in reipeft to thofe three things 
which are efteemed of the greatefl: confe- 
quence in the general opinion of the world. 
This leads me, in the firfl place, to explain 
the fentiments and conduct of a polite phi- 
lofopher in regard to religion.. I am not 
ignorant, that there are a multitude of 
thofe who paft both on the world, and on 
themfelves, for very polite perfons, who 
look on this as a .topic below their notice,- 
Religion (fay they with a fneer) is the com- 
anion o f melancholy minds; but, for the 
gayer part of the world, it is ill manners 
to mention it amongft them. Be it fo. But 
give me leave to add, that there is 'no 
ranker fpecies of ill breeding, titan fpeak- 
ing of it Ihrcaitically, or with contempt. 

“ Religion, ftritfly (peaking, means that 
“ worlhip which men, from a fenfe of da- 
“ ty, pay to that Being, jjnto whom the'y 

C 2 “ otye 
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“ owe their own exiftence, with all thofe 
“ bleiGngs and benefits which attend it.” 

Let a man but refle& on this definition, 
and it will be impoflible for him not to 
perceive, that treating this in a ludicrous 
way, mull not only be unpolite, but {hock- 
ing. Who, that has a regard for a man, 
would not ftart at the thoughts of faying a 
bafe thing of his father before him ? And 
yet what a diftance is there between the 
notion of a father and a Creator t Since 
therefore no further arguments are necef- 
lary to prove the inconfiftence betw-een 
raillery and religion, what can be more co- 
gent to a polite man, than thus {hewing, 
that fuch difeourfes of his would be vial a 
propos ? 

Thus much for thofe who might be guil- 
ty of unpolitenefs with refpedl to religion in 
general, a fault unaccountably common in 
an age which pretends to be fo polite. 

As to particular religions, or rather te- 
nets in religion, men are generally warm 
in them, from one of thefe two reafons, 
viz. tendernefs of confcience, or a high 

fenfe 
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\ fenfe of their own judgments. Men of plain 
i parts, and honeft dilpofnions, look on fal- 
j vation as too ferious a thing to be jelled 
! v,-ith: a polite man thercfove will be cau- 

tious of offending upon that head, becaufc 
he knows it will give the perfon to whom 
he fpeaks pain; a thing ever oppolite to the 

i character of a polijlocdpbilofopher. The hit-r 
j ter reafon, which I have affigned for men’s 

“ zeal in religious matters, may feem to have 
’) lefs weight than the firft; but he who con- 

fiders it attentively, will be of another 
opinion. Men of fpeculative religion, who 

' are fo from the conviction rather of their 
heads than their hearts, are not a bit lehr 
vehement than the real devotees. He who 
fays a flight or a ffvere thing of their faith, 

; feems to them to have thereby undervalu- 
i ed their underftandings, and will confc- 

quently incur their averlion; which no 
I man of common fenfe would hazard for a 

lively expreffion; much lefs a perfon of 
j> good breeding, who Ihould make it his 

chief aim to be well with all. As a mark 
of Tny own politenefs, I will here take leave 

C ? of 
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of this fubje<$; fince by dropping it, I fhill 
oblige the gay part of my readers, as, I 
flatter myfelf, I have already done the 
graver part, front my manner of treating it. 

Like feme grave matron of a noble line, 
With awful beauty does religion lliine. 
Juft fenfe fhould teach ns to revere the' dame, 
Nor, 'by imprudent jefts, to (pot her fame. 
In common life you'll own this reas’nifig right, That none but fools in grols abufe delight: Then u(e it here—nor think our caution vain ; To be polite men need not be profat.e. 
Next to their concerns in the other 

world, men are ufually moft taken up with 
the concerns of the public here. The love 
of our country is among thofe virtues to 
which every man thinks he fliould pretend : 
and the way in which this is generally 
fhewp, is by falling into what we call par- 
ties: where, if a large lhare of good lenfe 
allay not that heat which is naturally con- 
tracted from fueft engagements, a rnaq 
foon falls into all the violences of faHion^ 
and looks upon every one as his anemy, 
whp does not exprefs himfelf about the pub- 

lic 
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lie good in the fame terms he does. This 
is a harfh picture, but it is a juft one* of 
the far greater part of thofe who are warm 
in political difputes. A polite man will 
therefore fpeak as feldom as he can on to- 
pics, where, in a mixed company, it is al- 
tnoft impoflible to fay any thing that will 
pleafe all. 

To fay truth, patriotifm, properly lb 
called, is perhaps as fcarce in this age as 
in any that has gone before us. Men ap- 
pear to love themfelves fo well* that it 
feems not altogether credible they Ihould, 
at every turn, prefer their country’s inte- 
r£ft to their own. The thing looks noble 
indeed; and therefore, like a becoming 
habit, every body would put it on. But 
this is hypocrify, you’ll fay, and therefore 
Ihould be detedled ! Here the polite philo- 

foph'er finds new inducements to caution ; 
fore places are always tender; and people 
at a mafquerade are in pain, if you do any 
thing which may difeover their faces. 

Our philofophy is not intended to make 
a man that four monitor who points out 

folks 
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folks faults, but to make them in love with 
their virtues; that is, to make himfelf and 
them eafy while he is with them ; and to 
do, or lay nothing, which, on reflexion, 
may make them lefs his friends at their 
tiext meeting. 

Let us explain this a little further. The 
rules we offer, are intended rather to guide 
men in company than when alone. What 
we advance tends not fo diredly to amend' 
people’s hearts, as to regulate their con- 
duft; a matter which we have already de- 
monftrated to be of no fmall importance. 
Yet I beg you’ll obferve, that though mo- 
rality be not immediately our fubjeft, we 
are far, however, from requiring any thing 
in our pupils contrary thereto. 

A polite mati may yet be religious, and, 
if his reafon be convinced, attached to 
any intereft which, in his opinion, fuits 
beft with that of the public : provided he 
conform thus far to our fyftCm, that on no 
occafion he trouble others with the articles 
of his religious creed, or political engage- 
ments ; or, by any flrcke of wit or raillery, 

hazard 
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hazard, for a laugh, that difpofnion of mind 
which is abiblutely neceflary to make men 
eafy when together. 

Were I indeed to indulge my own fen* 
timents, I (hould fpeak yet with, greater 
freedom on this fubject. Since there is fo 
■vaft a difproportionwhen we come to corn' 
pare thofe who have really either a concern 
in the government, or the fervice of their 
country, more particularly at heart, and 
the men who pretend to either, merely from 
a defire of appearing of fome confequence 
themfelves ; we ought certainly to avoid 
making one of this number, and aim rather 
at being quiet within ourfelves, and agree* 
able to thofe among whom we live, let 
their political notions be what they w ill; 
inafmuch as this is a diredl road to happi- 
nefs, which all men profefs they would 
reach, if they could. Pomponius Attic us, 
whofe charader appears fo amiable, from 
the concurring teftimony of all who men- 
tion him, owed the greated part of that 
efteem in which he lived, and of the reputa- 
tion by which he dill luryives, unto his 

fteady 



34 The Polite Pbilofopher. 
fteady adherence to this rule. His bene -1! 
volence made him love mankind in gene- ' i 
ral, and his good fenfe hindered him from I. 
being tainted )vith thofe party prejudices , 
which had bewitched his friends. He took 
»ot up arms for Carfar; nor did he abandon > [ 
Italy when Pompey withdrew with his for- 
ces, and had, in outward form, the func- 
tion of the commonwealth. He faw too 
plainly the ambition of both : yet he pre- 
ferved his complaifance for his friends in 
each party, without fiding with either.. 
Succefs never made them mpre welcome 
to Poniponius, nor could any defeat leffen 
them in his elteem. When viftorious he 
vifited them, without lharing in their pow- 
er ; and when vauquillied he received them, ; 
without confidering any thing but their 
diftrefs. In a few words, he entertained 
no hopes from the good tortune of. his 
friends, nor fuffered the reverfe of it to . 
chill his bread with fear. His equanimi- 
ty produced a juft effect, and his univerfal ji 
kindncfs made him uuiverfally beloved. j 
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I fancy, this picture of a difpofinon, per- 

ifedtly free from political fournefs, will have 
tan agreeable effect on many of my readers; 
and prevent their falling into a common 1 millake, that the circumftances of public 
affairs, and the characters of public 

; perfons, are the propereft topics for gene- 
ral converfation : whereas they never con- 
fider, that it is hard to find a company, 
wherein fomebody or other hath not ei- 
ther liking or diftafte, or has received inju- 
ries or obligations from thofe who are like- 
lieft to be mentioned upon fuch occafions; 
and who,' confequently, will be apt to put 
a ferious conftruCtion on a flight expreflion, 
‘and remember afterwards in earneft, what 
the fpeaker meant fo much a jeft, as never 
!o have thought of it more. Thefe per- 

; haps may pafs with feme for trivial re- 
marks; but with thofe who regard their 
own eafe, and have at all obferved what 
conduces to make men difagreeable to one 
‘another, I flatter myfelf they will have 
more weight. 

Behaviour is like archite&ure; the fym- 
metry 
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metry of the whole pleafes us fo much, j 
that we examine not into its parts, which, j 
'if we did, we ihould find much nicety re- i 
“quired in forming fuch a ftru&ure : though , 
to perfons of no tafte, the rules of either ; 
art would feemi to have little connection 
with their effects. 

Thu (rtu poUte#ffs we.can only call, 
, 'Which looks like,Jones's fabric at iVhitelall*; Where juft proportion we with pleafure fee; 

Though huflt by rule, yet from all fiiffnefs free; 1 

Tlio’ grand, yet plain; magnificent, not fine; 
The ornaments adorning the defign. 
It filis our minds with rational delight, 
And pleaies pn reflection,, as^at fight. 
After thefe admonitions as to religion 

and politics, it is very fit we obferve ano- 
ther topic of vnodern difeourfe, of which 
it is hard to fay, whether it be more com- 
mon, or more contrary to true politenefs. 
What I mean, is, the reflecting on men’s 
profeflions, and playing on thofe general' 

* Banq.'ietiibg hct'fe. 
x afp.er- 
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afperfions, which have been fixed on them 
by a fort of ill-nature hereditary to the 
world. And with this, as the third, point 
which I promifed to confider, {hall be fhut 
up the more ferious part of this eflay. 

In order to have a proper idea of this 
point, we muft firft of all confider, that 
the chief caufe both of love and hatred, js 
cuftom. When men, from a long habit, 
have acquired a facility of thinking clearly, 
and fpeaking well in any fcience, they na- 
turally like that better than any other; 
and this liking, in i flxort time, grows up 
to a warmer affedion; which renders them 
impatient, whenever their darling fcience 
is decried in their hearing. A polite man 
will have a care of ridiculing phyfic before 
one of the faculty, talking difrefpedfully 
of lawyers while gentlemen of the long 
robe are by, or fpeaking contemptibly of 
the clergy when with any of that order. 

Some critics may poffibly objed,that thefe 
are folecifms of too grofs a nature for men 
of tolerable fenfe or education to be guilty 
of. But I appeal to thofe who are moft 

D conver- 
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converfant in the world, whether this faulty 
glaring as it is, be not committed every day. 

The ftrifteft intimacy can never warrant 
freedoms of this fort: and it is indeed pre- 
pofterous to think it Ihoald ; unlefs we can 
fuppofe injuries are lefs evils when they 
are done us by friends, than when they 
come from other hands. 

Excels of wit may oftentimes beguile; 
Jefts are not always pardon’d—by a fmile. Men may difguife their malice at the heart, 
And Teem at cafe—tho’pain’d with inward fmart. Miftaken we—think all fuch wounds, of courfe, RefleiUon cures.—'Alas ! it makes them worfe. 
hike leratches, they with double anguilh fe:ze, Rankle in time, and ftfter by degrees. 
Let us now proceed to fpeak of raillery 

in general. Inve«5live is a weapon worn 
as commonly as a fword ; and, like that, 
is often in the hands of thofe who know 
not how to ufe it. Men of true courage 
fight but felckim, and never draw but in 
their own defence. Bullies are continually 
fquabbling ; and, from the ferocity of their 

beha- 
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behaviour, become the terror of fome 
companies, and the jeft of more. This is 
juft: the cafe with fuch as have a livelinefs 
of thought, diredled by a propenfity to ill- 
nature : indulging themfclves at the ex- 
pence of others, they, by degrees, incur 
the diflike of all. Meek tempers abhor, 
men of cool difpofitipns defpife, and thofe 
addicted to choler chuftife them- Thus a 
licentioufnefs of tongue, like a fpirit of ra- 
pine, fets one man againft all; and the 
defence of reputation, as well as property, 
puts the human fpecies on regarding a ma- 
levolent babler with a worfe eye than a 
common thief; becaufe fame is a kind of 
goods, which, when once taken away, can 
hardly be reftored. Such is the effigies of 
this human ferpent. And who, when he 
has confidered it, would be thought to 
have fat for the piece ? 

It is a thottfand to one my book feels 
the refentment of Dr act, from his feeing 
his own likenefs in this glafs. 

A good family, but no fortune, threw 
Draco into the army when he was very 

P ? young: 
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young. Dancing, fencing, and a fmatter- 
ing of French), are all the education either 
his friends bellowed, or his capacity would 

him to receive. He has been now 
two years in town, and from fwearing, 
drinking, and debauching country wench- 
es, (the general route of a military rake), 
the air of St. James’s has given his vices ^ 
new turn. By dint of an embroidered coat, 
he thrufts himfelf into the beau coffee- 
houfes, where a dauntlefs effrontery, and 
a natural volubility of tongue, confpire tp 
make him pafs for afellow of wit andfpirit. 

A baftard ambition makes him envy eve- 
ry great character; and as he has jutl fenfe 
enough to know that his qualifications will 
never recommend hina to the efteem of men 
of fenfe, or the favour of women of vir- 
tue, he has thence contrafted an antipathy 
to both ; and, by giving a boundlefs loofe 
to univerfal malice, makes continual war 
again ft: honour and reputation, where-ever. 
he finds them. 

Hecatilla is a female firebrand, more 
dangerous, and more artfully yindiffive, 

than 
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than Draco himfclf. Birth, wit, and for- 
tune, combine to tender her confpicuous: 
while a fplanetic envy, fours her, othetwife 
amiab!?, qualities ; andmakes her dreaded 
as a poifon doubly dangerous, grateful to 
the tafte,'yet mortal in etFeft. All who 
fee HecatAla at a vhk, ;\vhere the brillian- 
cy of her wit- heightens the hlftre of her 
charms, are imperceptibly deluded into a 
concurrence with her in opinion,’and fu£ 
pedl not dillimulation under thb air of frarilc- 
nsfs, nor a .ftudied defign of daing mif- 
chief in a feemingly cal'ual ftroke of wi"t- 
The mo ft. facred charatfer, the moft exalt- 
ed ftation, the faireft reputation, defend 
not againft the infectious blaft of fprightly 
raillery! borq: on the wings of w/V, and 
fupported by a blaze of beauty, the fiery 
yapour withers the fvveeteft bloflbms, and 
communicates to all who hear her, an in- 
voluntary dillike to thofe at whofe merit; 
ftie points her fatyr. 

At ev’n'ng thus the up.fufpefting fuatn, 
Returning horaewsrils o’er a m^rlhy plain, D j Pfeas’d 
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Pleas'd at a diftance fees the lambent light, 
And, hafty, follows the mifehievous Ip’i it; Thro’ brakes and puddles, oyer hedge and flyle^ Rambles, milguided, many a weary mile. 
Confus’d and wond’rif.g at the Ipace he’s gone, ' 
Doubts, then believes, and hurries fafter on: 
The cheat detected, when the vapour’s fpent, 
Scarce he’s convinc’d, and hardly can repent. 
Next to thele cautions with refpeft to, 

raillery, which, if we examine hriiflly, we 
lhall find no better than a well-bred phrafe. 
for fpeaking ill of folks ; it may not be a- 
mifs to warn our readers of a certain vehe- 
mence in difeourfe, exceedingly fhocking to. 
others', at the fame time that it not a little 
exhauhs themfelves. 

If we trace this error to its fource, we 
fhall find that the fpring of it is an impa- 
tience at finding others differ from us in 
opinion ; and can there be any thing more 
unreafonable, than to blame that difpofi- 
tion in them which wc cherifh in ourfelves ? 

If fubmiflion be a thing fo difagreeable 
to us, why fhoiild we expedl it from them ? 
Truth can only juflify tenactoufnefs in opi- 
nion. Let us calmly lay down what con- 

vinces 
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. vinces «s, and, if it:is real'onable, it will 
: hardly fail of perfuading thofe to whom, 
I Vve fpeak. Heat begets heat; and the clafli- 
! ing of opinions feldom ftuls to ftrilce out 

the fire of diflention. 
As this is a foible more efpecially inde- 

; cent in the fair fex, I think it will be high- 
I ly neceflary to, offer another, and perhaps 
f a more cogent argument to their confide; 
f ration. Paflion is a prodigious enemy to 
i< beauty : it ruffles the tweeteft features, dif- 
: colours the fineft complexion, and, in a 
j word, gives the air of a fury to 'the fitce 
jj of an angel. Far be it from me to lay re- 
[ ftraints upon the ladies; but, in diffiiading 

them from this method of enforcing their 
fentiments, I put them upon an eafier way 
of effecting what they defire: for what can 

n be denied to beauty, when fpeaking with 
an air of fatisfaftion ? Complaifarice does 
ajl that vehemence would extort, as angeV 
can alone abate the influence of their 

| $harms. Serene. 
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Serene and mild we view the ev’ning air, 
The pleafing pidture of ihe imiling fair; 
A thoufand charms our feyeral fenfes meet, 

, Cooling,(he hreeze, with fragrant odours Iweet. 
But, Bidden, if the fable clouds deform 
The azure Iky, and threat the coming florin, 
Hafly we flee—ere yet the thunders roar, 
And dread what we Co much admir'd before. 
To vehemence in difcourfe let me join re- 

dundancy io it alfo; a fault flowing rather 
from careleflhefs than defign ; and which 
is more dangerous, from its being more 
negle&ed. Patlion, as I have hinted, ex- 
cites oppofition; and that very oppofition, 
to a man of tolerable fenfe, will be the 
ftrongeft reproof for his inadvertency; 
whereas a perfpn of a loquacious difpofi- 
tion, may often efcape open cenfure from 
the refpeft due to his quality; or from an 
apprehenfion in thofe with whom he con- 
verfes, that a check would but increafe the 
evil; and, like curbing a hard-mouthed 
horle, ferve only to make him run the full- 
er : from whence the perfon in fault is of- 
ten rivetted in his error, by miftaking 3 fi- 
lent contempt for profound attention. 

Pei haps 
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Perhaps this fhort defcription may fet 

many of my readers right; which, what- 
ever they may think of it, I afl’ure them is 
of no fm^ll importaricei Converfation is a 
fort of bank, in which all vyhp compofe it 
have their .r,cfpe<^ive (hares. T^e maq 
therefore who attempts to ingrofs it, tref- 
pafles upon the rights of his companions; 
and, whether they think fit to tell him fo 
or no, will,' of confequence, be regarded 
as no fair dealer- No.twithftanding I con- 
fider converfation in this light, I think ij; 
neceflary to obferve, that it differs from 
other copartnerfhips in one very material 
point; which is this, that it is worfe ta- 
ken if a man pays in more than his pro * 
portion, than if he had not contributed his 
full quota, provided he he not too far de- 
ficient: for the prevention of which, let 
us have Horace’s caution continually in our 
eye, 

The indifcreet with blind ayerfion run 
Into one fault, when they another Ihun. 

ft 
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It is the peculiar privilege of the fair, 

that, fpeaking or filent, they never offend. 
Who can be weary of hearing the fofteft 
harmony ? or who, without plealure, can 
behold beauty, when his attention is not 
diverted from her charms, bydiflening to 
her words ? I would have flopt here, but 
that my deference for the ladies obliges me 
to take notice, that fome of their own fex, 
when paft the noon of life, or in their wane 
of pOwer from fome other realbn, are 
apt to place an inclination of obliging 
their hearers among ft thofe topics of de- 
tracfHon, by which they would reduce the 
lultre of thofe ftars that now gild the he- 
mifphere where they once fhone. 

From this Caufe only I would advife the 
reigning toalls, by an equality of beha- 
viour, to avoid the ceniure of thcfc ill-na- 
tured tattlers. 

Such hapkfs fate attends the young and fair, 
Expos’d to open force, and fecret fnare : 
Purfn’d by men, warm with deftruftive fire, 
Againft their peace while female frauds confpire Efcap’d^ 
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ECrap'd from thofr, in -vain they hope for reft: 

: What fame's fecure from an invidicus jeft? 
; By flight the deer, no more of dogs afraid, 
| Falls by a (hot from feme dark covert made : 

So envious tongues their foul intentions hide; 
Wound, tho’ unfeen,and kill ere they’re delcry’d. 

: OF all the follies which men are apt to 
; fall into, to the difturbance of others, and 
IdTening of themfelves, there is none more 

\ intolerable than continual egotifms, and a 
^perpetual inclination to felf-panegyric. 
The mention of this weaknefs is fufficient 

,'to expofe it; Cnee I think no man was 
ever pofTefied of fo warm an affedtion for 

this own perfon, as deliberately to aflert, 
ithat it, and its concerns, are proper topics 
■to entertain company. Yet there are many 
who, through want of attention, fall into 
this vein, as foon as the converfation be- 
gins to acquire life; they lay hold of eve- 
ry opportunity of introducing themfelves, 

|;of deferibing themfelves, and, if people 
fare fo dull as not to take the hint, of com- 
mending themfelves : nay, what Is more 
*furprifing than all this, they are amazed 

at 
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•at the cbldnefs-of their auditors, forgettiiig, 
that the fame paffion inlpires almort every- 
body ; and that there is fcarce a man in 
the room who has not a better opinion of 
himfelf, than of any body elfe. 

Difquilitions of this fort into human na- 
ture belong properly unto fages in petite 
philojbphy; for the firft principle of true po- 
litenefs, is, not to offend againft fuch difpo- 
fitions of the mind as are almoft infepar- 
able from our fpecies To find out, and 
inethodife thefe, requires no fmall labour 
and application. The fruits of myrefearch- 
es on this fubje<5t I communicate freely to 
the public; but muft, at the fame time, 
exhort my readers, to fpare, now and 
then, a few minutes to fuch reflexions; 
which will at leaft be attended with this 
good confequence, that it will open a feene 
which hath novelty, that powerful charm, 
to recommend it. 

But I mult beware of growing ferious a- 
gain: I am afraid my gravity may have 
difobliged fome of the beau mor.de already. 

i He 
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He who intends t' advife tl,e young and gay. 
Mu ft ^uit the common road—the formal way, 
Which hum-drum pedants take to rn^ke folks wife, By praifing virtue, and decrying vice. 
Let parfons tell what dreadful ills will fall 
On fuch as liften when their palTIbns call : 
We from fuch things our pupils to affright,- 
Say not they’re fins, but that they’re mtpolifc. 
To (hew their courage, hesns would often dare, By biackeft crimes, to brave old Lucifer : But who of breeding nice, of carriage civil, 
Wou’d trefpafs on good manners for the devil; Or, merely to dilplay his want of fear, 
Be damn’d hereafter, to be laugh’d at here ? 
It cannot be expefted from me, that I 

fhould particularly criticife on all thofe foi- 
bles through which men are offenfive to 
others in their b;haviour: perhaps, too, a 
detail of this kind, however exaft, might 
he thought tedious; it may be conftrued 
into a breach of thofe rules, for a drift ob- 
fervance of which I contend. In order 
therefore to diverfify a fubjeft, which can 
no other way be treated agreeably, permit 
me to throw together a fet of characters I 
once had the opportunity of feeing, which, 

ill afford a juft picture of thefe Marplots 
E in 
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in converfiition; and \vhich my readers^.if 
tiiey pleafe, may call the alfembly of im- 
pertinehts. 

There was a Goffeehonfe inthat end bf 
the town where I lodged fome time ago, at 
which feveral gentlemen uled to meet of an 
evening, who, from a happy correfpon- 
dence in their humours and capacities, en- 
tertained one another agreeably, from the 
clofe of the afternoon till it was time to go 
to bed. 

About fir months this foeiety fubfifted 
■with great regularity, though without any 
reftraint. Every gentleman who frequent- 
ed the houfe, and converfed with the 
ereftors of this Ocbafionai club,-were invit- 
ed to pafs an evening, when they thought 
fit, in a room, one pair of ftairs, fet apart 
for that purpofe- 

The report of this meeting drew, one 
night when I had the •honour of being 
there, three gentlemen bf diftinftion, toho-‘ 
were fo well known to moft of the mem- 
bers, that admittance could not be refufed them- 
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them. One of t;hero, whom I qlnife to call 
Major Ramble., tu/ued of threefcore, ami 
who had had an excellent education,,,feiz* 
ed the difcourfe about an hour before flip- 
per, and gave-us a very, copious account 
of the remarks he had made in three years 
travels through Italy. He began with a 
geographical delcription of the dominions 
of his Sardinian Majefty as Duke of Sa- 
voy ; and, after a digreflion on the fortifi- 
cations of Turin, in fpeaking of which he 
fhewed himfelf a perfect engineer, he pro- 
ceeded to the fecret hillory of the intrigues 
of that court, from the prqpofal of the 
match with Portugal, to the abdication of 
King Pitfor sliuadeur. After this, he run 
over the general hillory of Mila;;, Par- 
ma, and Modem ; dwelt half an hour oa 
the adventures of the laft Duke of Many 
tua; gave us 3 hufey {ketch of the court 
of Rome; transferred.himfelf frcJm thence 
to the kingdom of Xaples, repeated the 
infurrection of Majfattiella, and, at a quar- 
ter before ten, . finilhed -his-obfervations 
With the recital of what happened at the 

£ 7, redu&ioR. 
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i-ediiiaiofa of that iingdom to tbe.Tjbediesice 
of the prefant.-Emperor. What contribut- 
ed to xpake this condoGiiof his tha; more 
out of the; U’-ay, was, that eferygeritleiiian 
in the room had been 5n •/W# al-as 
he; and one of them, who w^s-a mer- 
chant, was the very perfon at whofe h6ufe 
tiie Major refided when at Naples. Pof- 
fibly he might imagine the knowledge they 
had. iit thoie things might give them a 
.greater relilh for his animadverfions; or, ! 
to fpeak more candidly, the defire of dif-. 
playing his own parts buried every other 
circnmftance in oblivion. 

Jnft as the Major had done fpeaking, a 
gentleman called- for a glafs- of - watcr; and 
Jiappenad -to fay, after drinking it, that he 
found his donftitution much mended firice 
he had' left off malt liquor. Doctor Hec- 

another of the frarigers, immediate- 
ly laid hold of this opportunity, and gave 
m a large account of the virtues of water; , 
confirming whatever he advanced from 
the works of.the mod eminent phyficians. 
prom the main fubjeci, he made an eafy 
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tranfxtion to medicinal baths and fprings. 
Nor were his iearches bounded by our own 
country; be condel'cended to acquaint us 
with the properties of the fprings of Bour- 
bon, particularized the genuine fmeil of 
Spa™ water, applauded the wonderful ef- 
fects of ohe Pier want mineral, and, like a 
true patriot, wound up his difquifitions 
with preferring AJlrop wells (within three 
miles of which he was born) to them all. 
It was now turned of eleven; when the 
Major and Doftor took their leaves, and 
went away together in a hackney-coach. 

The company feemed inclinable to extend 
their ufual time of fitting, in order to di- 
vert themfelves after the night’s fatigue. 
When Mr. Papilio, the third new comer, 
after two or three fevere reflections on the 
oddity of fome people’s humours, who were 
for impoftng their own idle conceits as 
things worthy the attention of a whole 
company; though, at the fame time, their 
fubjeCts are trivial, and their manner of 
treating them infipid: for my part, con- 
tinued he, gentlemen, moll people da me 
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the honour to fay, that few perfons under-, 
hand medals better than I do. To put | 
the mufty ftories of thefe queer old men 
out of our heads, I’ll give you the hiftory 
of a valuable medallion, which was fent 
me about three weeks ago from Venice. 
Without flaying for any further mark of \ 
approbation than filence, he entered imme- 
diately on a long differtation ; in which he j 
had fcarce proceeded ten minutes, before , 
his auditors, lofing all patience, followed 
the example of an old Purky merchant, 
who, taking up his hat and gloves, went ! 
dire&ly down flairs without faying a word, 

Animadverflons on what X have related, j 
would but trefpafs on the patience of my 
readers; wherefore, in the place of them, j 
let me offer a few remarks iff verfe, where 
my genius may be more at liberty, and vi- 
vacity atone for want of method. 

Who vvou’d not chufe to Own the gcn’ral (corn. 
And fiy contempt ? —a thing fo hsrJy borne. 
Tiiis to avoid—let not your tides be long; | The endlefs fpeaker’s ever in the wrong, > j 
And all jbhor intemperance of topgue. 

JW 
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T4io’ with a fluency of. ,«afy .founds, 
Voyr copious fpeech with every grace abounds; 
Tho’ wit adorn, and judgment give it weight; Difcrctioh muft yoiir vanity abate, 
Ere your tir’d hearers put impatience on, ' 
And wonder when the larum will be done, blor think by art attention can be wrought} A flux of words will ever be a fault. 
Things without limit we, by nature, blame; 
And foon are'cloy’d with plcafurc, if the Erne. 
Hitherto we have dwelt only .on the 

blemilhes of converfation, in order to pre- 
vent our readers committing fuch offences 
as abfolutely deftroy all pretences to po- 
litenefs. But as a man cannot be faid to 
difeharge the duty he owes to fociety, who 
contents himfelf with barely doing nothing 
amils; fo ledtures on polite philofophy, after 
removing thefe obftacles, may reafonably be 
expedfed to point out the method whereby 
true politenefs may be obtained. But, alas! 
that is not to lie done by words; rocks 
and tempefts are eafily painted, but the 
rays of Phoebus defy the pencil. 

Methinks I fee my auditors in iurprife. 
What, fay they, have we attended fo long 

in 
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in vain? Have we liftened to no purpofe ? ; 
Muft: we content ourfelves with knowing ! 
how neceffiiry a thing politenefs is, without 
being told how to acquire it ? Why really * 
gentlemen, it is juft fo. I have done aft 
for you that is in my power; I have fhewn 
you what you are not to be; in a word, I i 
have explained politenefs negatively ; if you 
would know it pofitively, you muft feek it j 
from company and obfervation. How- ] 
ever, to fhew my own good breeding, I | 
will be your humble fervant as far as I 
can, that is. I’ll open the door, and intro- ' 
duce you, leaving you then at the fingle 
point where 1 can be of no further ufe, id ] 
ejl, application. 

The world is a great fchool, wherein men 
are firft to learn, and then to practife. As ^ 
fundamentals in all fciences ought to be 
well underftood, fo a man cannot be too 
attentive at his firft becoming acquainted 
with the public; for experience is a necef- j 
fary qualification in every dillinguilhed cha- ; 
rafter, and is as much required in a fine | 
gentleman as in a ftatefman. Yet it is to 

be j 
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be j^epaarked,. .that: experienc-e is much 
ioQp^^^cqvirpd .by. fome, 1 thiin by others : 

i for it dpes, not confift fo much in a copious 
i rem^tubrance of whatever has happened^ 

as in a,.regular retention of what .may be 
ufeful; as a man is properly ftyled learned 

• froftjj his making a juft ufe of reading, and 
1: npt from his having perufed a multitude 
| of books. 

A St foon as we have gained knowledge, 
we (hall find the heft way to improve it 
will be exercife ; in which two things are 

s carefully to be avoided, pofitivenefs and af- 
,i feiftation. If, to our care ip fhunningthem, 
I we add a- defire, of obliging thole with 
j whom we converfe, there is little danger, 

but that we become all we wilh ; and./>4- 
litenefs, by an imperceptible gradation, will 
entef into our minuted actions, and give a 

• polilh to every thing we do. 
Near to the far-extended coafls of Stair, 

. Some iftands triumph o’er the raging.main, 
I Where dwelt of old—as tuneful poefs fay, 

Slingers, who bore from all the prize away. 
*, While infants yet—their feeble nerves they try’;! ; 
l Nor needful food, till won by art, luppty’d. fix’d 
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,Fix’i] was the mark-rtheryoun<>ner, oft in vain, - j 
Whirl’d the milguid’ed flone' wljK fhiitlefs pair,; ! 
Trll, be long praftiee, td perfdft on brought, 
With eafy'flight their former talk they wrought, i 
Swift from; their arm th’ unerring pebbir flew, And, high in air, the fluttering viaim flew. 
So in ea<h art. men rife but by degrees, f 
And months of labour lead to years of eafe. 
The Duke de Rochefcucauit^ who was 

efteemed the moft brilliant wit in France, 
fpeaking of politenefs, fays, T hat a citizen 
will hardly acquire it at court, and yet 
may eafily attain it in the camp. I (hall 
not enter into the reafon of this, but offer 
my readers a (hotter, pleafahter, and more 
effeifhial method of arriving at the fummit j 
of genteel behaviour; that is, by conver- 
fnig with the ladies. 

Thofe who aim at panegyric, are wont 
to affemble a throng of glittering ideas, 
and then, with great exatfnefs, clothe them 
with all the elegance of language, in order 
to their making the moft magnificent figure 
when they came abroad in the world. So 
Copious a fuhjeff as the praifes of the fair, 
Way» ifi the opinion of my readers, lay 

. me 
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me under great difHculties'in this refpctt. 
Every man of good underftanding, and 

' fine fenfe, is in pain for one who has un- 1 dertaken fo hard a tafk : ha^d indeed to 
me, who, from many years ftndy of the. 
fex, have difeovered fo many perfections in 
them, as learce as many more years would 
afford me time to exprefs. However, not 
to difappoint my readers, or myfeif, by 
foregoing that pkafure I feel, in doipg ju- > 

' ftice to the mod amiable part of the crea- 
tion, I wiH indulge the natural.' propenfity 
I have to their fervice, and paint, .though 
it be but in miniature, the excellencies 
they poffefs, and the accomplilhments 
which by reflc&ion they beftow. 

As when fame poet, happy in his choice 
Of an important thbjcft—tones his voice 
To fwetter founds, and more exalted ftrains, 
Which from a ftrong refkftior he attains; 
As Horner, while his heroes he records, 
Transfiifes all their fire into his words: Sp we, intent the charrnivg fex to pleafe. 
Aft with new life, and an unwonted cafe ; 
Beybn'j the limits of our genius foar, 
And feel an ardour quite unknown befol'e. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who, from wrong ideas of things, 

have forced themfelves into a diflike of the 
fex, would be apt to cry out, Where would 
this fellow run ? Has he fo long ftudied 
women, and does he not know what num- , 
bers of affected prudes, gay coquettes, and ' 
giddy impertihents, there are amongff 1 
them! -Alas! Gentlemen, what mif- | 
takes are thefe ? How will you be furprif- | 
ed, if I prove to you, that you are in the , 
fame fentiments with me j and that you | 
could not have fo warm refentments at j 
thefe peccadilloes,'if you did not think the 
ladies more than mortal. 

Are the faults you would paTs by in a ; 
friend, and fmile at. in an enemy, crimes of j 
fo deep a dye in them, as not to be forgiv- j 
en! And can this flow from any other prin- 
ciple, than a perfuafion, that they are more 
perfect in their nature than we, and their 
guilt the greater, therefore, in departing | 
even in the fmalleft degree from that per- 
feftion ? Or, can there be a greater honour 
to the fex, than this dignity, which even 
their enemies allow them, to fay, Truth, 

x virtue. 
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virtue, and -women, owe lefs to their 
friends, than to their foes ? fince the vici- 
ous, in both cafes, charge their own want 
of tafte on the weaknefs of human nature; 
purfue groffer pleafures becaufe they are 
at hand; and negledt the more refined, as 
things of which their capacities afford 
them no idea. 

Born with a fervile guft to fenfual joy, 
Souls of low tafte the facred flame deflroy; 
By which, allied to the etherial fire, 
Celeftial views the hero's thoughts infpire; 
Teach him in a fublimer path to move, 
And urge him on to glory and to love : 
Paflions which only give a right to fame, To prefent blifs, and to a deathlefs name. While thofe mean wretches, with juft lhame o'er- 

Ipread, Live on unknown—and are, unheard of, dead. 
Mr. Dryden, who knew human nature 

perhaps as well as any man who ever ftu- 
died it, has given us a juft piifture of the 
force of female charms, in the ftory of 
Cytnon and Iphigenia. Boccace, from whom 
he took it, had adorned it with all the tin- 
fel finery an Italian compofition is capable 

F of. 
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of. The Ettglijb poet, like moft Englijb 
travellers, gave farting filver in exchange 
for that fuperficial gilding; and beftovved 
a moral where he found a tale. He paints, 
/n CjiHon, a foul buried in a confufion of 
ideas, inflamed with fo little fire, as 
fcarce to ftruggle under the load, or af- 
ford. any glimmerings of fenfe. In this 
condition, he reprefents him flruck with 
the rays of Iphigenia’s beauty; kindled by 
them, his mind exerts its powers, his in- 
telledlual faculties feem to awake; and that 
uncouth ferocity of manners, by which he 
had hitherto been dillinguiflied, gave way 
to an obliging behaviour, the natural ef- 
fefl of love. 

The moral of this fable is a truth which' 
can never be inculcated too much. It is 
to the fair fex we owe the moft fhining 
qualities of which ours is mafter: as the 
ancients infinuated, with their ufual ad- 
drefs, by painting both the virtues and 
graces as females. Men of true tafte feel 
a natural complaifance for women when 
they converfe with them, and fall, with- 

i OUt 



The Polite Philofopher. 6i 
out knowing it, upon every art of pleafing; 
which is the difpofition at once the moil 
grateful to others, and the moft fatiifacto- 
ry to ourfelves. An intimate acquaintance 
with the other fex fixes this complaifance 
into a habit, and that habit is the very ef- 
fence of politenefi. 

* Nay, I prefume to fay, pclitenefs can be 1 no other way attained. Books may furnify 
us with right ideas, experience may im- 

•< prove our judgments; but-it is the acquaint- 
i ance of the ladies only, which can beftow 

that eafmefs of addrefi, whereby the fine 
gentleman is diftinguilhed from the Jcholar 
and the man of bufmefs. 

That my readers may be perfectly fatls- 
fied in a point, which I think of lb great 
^importance, let us examine this a little more 
ftridlly. 

There is a certain conllitutional pride 
in men, which hinders their yielding, iq 
point of knowledge, honour, or virtue, to 
one another. This immediately forl'akes us 
at the fight of woman. And the being ac- 
cuftomed tp fubmit to the ladies, gives ^ 

1' i pefp 
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new turn to our ideas, and opens a path 
to reafon, which ihe had not trode before. 
Things appear in another light; and that 
degree of complaifance feems now a virtue, 
which heretofore we regarded as a mean- 
nefs. 

I have dwelt the longer on the charms 
of the fex arifing from the perfection vifible 
in their exterior compofition; becaufe 
there is the ftrongeft analogy between 
them, and the excellencies which, from a 
nicer inquiry, we difcover in the minds of 
the fair. As they are diftinguilhed from 
the robuft make of man by that delicacy 
exprefled by nature, in their form ; fo the 
feverity of mafculine fenfe is foftened by a 
iweetnefs peculiar to the female foul. A 
native capacity of pleafmg attends them 
through every circumftance of life ; and 
what we improperly call the weaknefs of 
the fex, gives them a fuperiority unattain- 
able by force. 

The fable of the north-wind and the 
fun contending to make the man throw off 
his cloak, is not an improper picture of the 

fpecific 
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fpccific difference between the powers of 
(either fex. The bluftering fiercenefs of the 
for tner, inftead of producing the effect at 
which it aimed, made the fellow but wrap 
himfelf up the clofer; yet no fooner did 
the fun-beams play, than that which 
before prote&ed, became now an encum- 
brance. 

Juil fq, that pride which makes us te- 
nacious in difputes between man and man, 
when applied to the ladies, infpires us with 
an eagernefs not to contend, but to obey. 

To fpeak fincerely and philofophically, 
women feem defigned by providence tq 
fpread the fame 1'plendpur and cheerful- 
pefs through the intellectual economy, that 
the celeltiui bodies ditfufe over the mate- 
rial part qf the creation. Without them, 
we might indeed contend, deftroy, and 
triumph over one another. Fraud and 
force would divide the world between 
them; and we fhould pah our lives, like 
{laves, in continual toil, without the pro- 
fpeCt of pleafure or relaxation. 

is the convcrfatton of women that 
F 3 giv$3 
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gives a proper bias to our inclinations, 
and, by abating the ferocity of our paf* 
fions, engages us to that gentlenefs of de- 
portment which we ftyle humanity. The 
tendernefs we have for them, foftens the 
ruggednefs of our own nature; and the 
virtues we put on to make the better 
figure in their eyes, keep us in humour with 
ourfelves. 

I fpeak it without affe&ation or vanity, 
that no man has applied more affiduoufly 
than royfelf to the ftudy of the fair fex; 
and I aver it with the greateft fimplicity of 
heart, that I have not only found the moft 
engaging and moll amiable, but alfo the 
moft generous and moft heroic qualities 
amongft the ladies ; and thatl have dilco- 
vered more of candour, difintereftednefs, 
and fervour in their friendfjups, than in 
xhofe of pur own fex, though I have been 
very careful, and particularly happy in the. 
choice of my acquaintance. 

My readers will, I dare fay, pbferve, 
and indeed I defire they Ibould, a more 
than ordinary zeal for inculcating a high 
efteem of, and a finccre attachment to 

the, 
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the fair. What I propofe from it, is, 
to reftify certain notions, which are not 
only deftrudtive of all politenefs, but, at the 
fame time, detrimental to fociety, and in- 
compatible with the dignity of human na- 
ture. Thefe have, of late years, fpread 
much among thofe who alTume to them- 
felves the title of fine gentlemen; and, in 
confequence thereof, talk with great free- 
dom of thofe from whom they are in no dan- 
ger of being called to an account. There is 
fo much of bafenefs, cowardice, and con- 
tempt of truth, in this way of treating thofe 
<vho are alone capable of making us truly 
and rationally happy, that, to confider the 
crime, mull be fufficient to make a reafon- 
able man abhor it. Levity is the beft ex- 
cufe for a tranfient flip, of this kind ; but 
to perfltl in it, is evidently defcending from 
pur own fpecies, and, as far as we are able, 
putting on the brute. • 

Fram’d to give joy, the lovely Tex are ft en ; Beauteous their form,and heav’nly in their mien. 
Silent, they charm the pleas’d beholder’s light; 
And, fpeaking, (hike us with a new delight: 
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Words, when pronounc’d by them,bear each a dartj 
Invade our ears, and wound us to the heart. 
To no ill epds the glorious paflion (ways; 
By love and honour bound, the youth obeys : 
Till, by his (ervice won, the grateful fair 
Confcnts, in time, to eafe the lover’s care; Seals all his hopes; and, in the bridal kifs, 
Gives him a title to untainted blifs. 
I chufe to put an end to my le&ure on 

politenefs here, becaufe, having fpoke ot 
the ladies, I would not del'cend again to 
any other iubjedh In the current of my** 
difeourfe, I have taken pains to fliew the 
tife and amiablenefs of that art which this 
treatife was written to recommend: and 
have drawn, in as ftrohg colours as I w$s 
able, thofe folecifms in behaviour, which 
men, either through giddinefs, or a wrong 
turn of thought, are moft likely to commit. 

Perhaps tlie grave m^y think I have 
made politenefs too important a thing, from 
the manner in which I have treated it; 
yet, if they will but refledt, that a ftatef- 
man, in the moft auguft aflembly, a law- 
yer of the deepeft telents, and a divine of 
the greateft parts, muft, notwithftanding, 

have 
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have a large {hare of politeuefs, in order, to 
engage the attention, and bias the inclina- 
tions of his hearers, before he can perfuade 
them; they’ll be of another opinion; and 
confefs, that fome care is due to acquire 
ing that quality which muft fet off all the 
rdl. 

The gayer part of my readers may pro- 
bably find fault with thofe reftraints which 
may refult from the rules I have here laid 
down: but 1 would have chefe gentlemen 
remember, that I point out a way where- 
by, without the trouble of ftudy, they may 
be enabled to make no defpicable figure in 
the world; which, on mature deliberation, 
I flatter myfelf they will think no ill ex- 
change. The ladies will, I hope, repay 
my labours, by not being difpleafed with 
this offer of my feryice. And thus, hav- 
ing done all in my power towards making 
folks agreeable to one another, I pleafe 
me with the hopes of having procured q. 
favourable reception for myfelf. When 
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Vhen gay Pctrenius, to correft the age, Gave way, of old, to his fatyric rage; 
This motley form he for his writings chofe, 
And chequer’d lighter verfe with graver profe. 
When, with juft malice he dcfign’d to fhow 
How far unbounded vice, at laft, would go; 
Jn profe we read the execrable tale, And fee the face of fin without a vail. 
But when his foul, by fbme fbft theme infpir’dj 
The aid of tuneful poetry requir’d, 
His numbers with peculiar fweetnefs ran, 
And in his eafy verfe we fee the man; 
Learn’d, without pride} of tafte corredV, yet freCj 
Alike from nicenefs, and from pedantry; Carelefs of wealth, yet liking decent (how: 
In fine, by birth a wit, by trade a beau. Freely he cenfur’d a licentious age, 
And him I copy, tho’ with chafter page; 
Expofc the evils in which brutes delight, And (how how eafy ’tis to be polite; 
Exhort our erring youth—to mend in time, 
And lectures give—for mem’ry’s fake, in rhyme 
Teaching this Art—to pafs thro’ life at cafe, 
pleas’d in ourfelves, while all around we pleafe. 

F I N I S. 
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GRACES. 

/■"I ^E defire of pleafing is at lead 
I half the art of doing it; the reft 

depends only upon the manner, 
which attention, obfervation, and frequent- 
ing good company, will teach. Thofe 
who- are lazy, carelefs, and indifferent 
whether they pleafe or not, we may de- 
pend upon it, will never pleafe. The art 
of pleafing is a very neceffary one to pof- 

G fefs, 
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fefs, but a very difficult one to acquire. 
To do as ofie would be done by, is the 
fared method of pleafmg. Obferve care- 
fully what pleafes Us in others, and pro- 
bably the fame things in us will pleafe 
others. If we are pleafed with the com- 
plaifance and attention of others to our 
humours, our taftes, or our weakneffes; the 
fame complaifance and attention on our 
parts to theirs, will equally pleafe them. 
Let iis be ferious, gay, or even trifling, as 
we find the prefent humour of the com- 
pany : this is an attention due from every 
individual to the majority. The art of 
pleafing cannot be reduced to-a receipt; if 
it could, that receipt would be worth pur- 
chafing at. any price. Good fenfe and good 
nature are the principal ingredients: and 
cur own obfervation, and the good advice 
6f others, mud give the right colour and 
tafie to it. 

The graces of the perfon, the counte- 
nance, and the way of Ipeaking, are eflen- 
tial things: the very fame thing, faid by a I 
genteel perfon, in an engaging way, and 

gracefully 
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gracefully and dulindly fpoken, would 
pleafe, which would Ihock if muttered out 

, by an awkward figure, with a fullen feri-. 
' ous countenance. The poets reprefent 

Venuras attended by the three graces, to 
intimate, that even beauty will not dp 
without. Miaerva ought to have three 
alfo; for, without them, learning has few 

f attraflions. 
If we examine ourfelves ferioully, why 

particular people pleafe and, engage us, 
I more than others of equal merit, we ihali 

always find, that it is becaufe the former 
have the graces, and the latter pot. I 
have known many a woman, with an ex- 
aft fhape, and a fymmetricul afTemblage of 
beautiful features, pleafe nobody ; while 
others, with very moderate ihapes and 
features, have charmed every body. It is 
certain, that Venus will not charm fo 
much without her attendant graces, as 
they will without her. Among men, how. 
often has the moil folid merit beep negleft- 
ed, unwelcome, or even rejefted, for want 
«f them? while flimfy parts, little know- 

Q 2 ledge, 
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ledge, and Jefs merit, introduced by the Ij 
graces, have been received, cherifhed, and 
admired. 

We proceed now to inveftigate what ( 
thefe graces are, and to give lb me inftruc- 
tions for acquiring them. 

A man’s fortune is frequently decided 
for ever by his firft addrefs. If it is plea- 
fmg, people are hurried involuntarily into ^ 
a perfuafion that he has a merit which 
poflibly he has not; as, on the other hand, 
if it is ungraceful, they are immediately 
prejudiced againft him; and unwilling to 
allow him the merit which, it may be, he 
has. The worft bred man in Europe, | 
Ihould a lady drop her fan, would certain- 
ly take it up. and give it to her: the bell 
bred man in Europe could do no more. 
The difference, however, would be confi- 
derable : ' the latter would pleafe by his 
graceful addrefs in prefenting it; the for- 
mer would be laughed at for doing it awk- 
wardly. The carriage of a gentleman 
Ihould be genteel, and his motions grace- 
ful. He Ihould be particularly care- 
ful of his manner and addrefs, when he 
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prefents hirrifslf in company. Let them 
be refpedtful without meannefs, eafy with- 
out too much familiarity, genteel without 
affeftation, and infinaating without any 
feeming art or defigp. Men as well as 
women, are much oftner led by their 
hearts than by their underflandings. The 
way to the heart is through the fenfesj 
pleafe their eyes and their ears, and the 
work is half done. 

A gentleman always attends even to the 
choice of his anuifements. If at cards, he 
will not play at cribbage, all-fours, or 
putt; or, in fports of exercife, be fecu at 
(kittles, foot-ball,^leap-frog, cricket, driv- 
ing of coaches, &c.; for he knows that 
fuch an imitation of the manners of the 
mob will indelibly ftamp him with vulga- 
rity. I cannot likewife avoid calling play- 
ing upon any mufical inftrument illiberal 
in a gentleman. Mnfic is ufually reckoned 
one of the liberal arts, and not unjuftly; 
but a man of lalhion, who is feen piping 
or fiddling at a concert, degrades his own 
dignity, Jf you love mufic, hear it; pay 

G 3 fiddlers 
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fiddlers to play to you, but never fiddle 
yourfelf. It makes a gentleman appear, 
frivolous and contemptible, leads him fre- 
quently into bad company, and waftes that 
time which might ptl^erwife he well em- 
ployed. 

However trifling fome things may feem, 
they are no longer fo when above half the 
world thinks them otherwife. Carving, as 
it occurs at leaft once in every day, is not 
below our notice. We ihould ufe ourfelves 
tp carve adroitly and genteely without 
hacking half an hour acrofs a bone, with- 
out belpattering the company with the 
fauce, and without overturning the glafles 
into your neighbour’s pockets. To be awk- 
ward in this particular, is extremely dila- 
greeable and ridiculous. It is eafily avoid- 
ed by a little attention and ufe; and a man 
who tells you gravely, that he cannot 
carve, may as well tell you, that he cannot 
blow his nofe; it is both as eafy and as nc- 
ceflary. 

Study to acquire that fafliionable kind 
pf fmall talk, or chit-chat, which prevails 
in all polite aflemblies, and which, trifling 

8 s, 
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as it may appear, is of ufe in mixed com- 
panies, and at table. It turns upon the 
public events of Europe, and then is at its 
beft; very often upon the number, the 
goodnefs, or badnefs, the difcipline, or the 
clothing, of the troops of different' 
princes ; fometimes upon the families, the 
marriages, the relations, of princes and 
confiderable people; and fometimes the 
magnificence of public, entertainments, 
balls, mafquerades, &c. Upon fuch oc- 
cafions, likewile, it is not amifs to know 
how to purler couiftne, and to be able to 
differt upon the growth and flavour of 
■wines. Thefe, it is true, are very little' 
things; but they are little things that oc- 
cur very often, and therefore Ihould be 
faid avcc gentilleJJ'e et grace. 

The perfon Ihould be accurately clean ; 
the teeth, hands, and nails, fhould be par- 
ticularly fo. A dirty mouth has real ill 
confequences to the owner; for it infalli- 
bly caufes the decay, as well as the intolera- 
ble pain of the teeth; and is very offerifive, 
for it will moft inevitably ftink. Nothing, 
looks more ordinary, vulgar, and illiberal. 
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than dirty hands, and ugly, uneven, and 
ragged nails; the ends of which fliould be 
kept fmooth and clean, (not tipped with 
black), and fmall fegments of circles; and 
every time that the hands are wiped, rub 
the fkin round the nails backwards, that it 
may not grow up, and Ihorten them too 
much. Upon no account whatever put 
your fingers in your nofe or ears. It is the 
moft (hocking, nafty, vulgar rudenefsj that 
can be offered to company. The ears 
(hould be. walhed well every morning, and 
in blowing the nofe, never look at it after- 
wards. 

Thefe things may perhaps appear too 
infignificant to be mentioned; but when it 
is remembered, that a thoufand little name- 
lefs things, which every one feels, but no 
©ne can deferibe, confpire to form that 
'whole of pleafing, I think we ought not to 
pall them trifling. Befides, a clean (hirt 
and a clean perfon are as neceffary to 
health, as not to offend other people. I 
have ever held it as a maxim, and which 
I have lived to fee verified. That a man 

who 
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who is negligent at twenty, will be a floven 
at forty, and intolerable at fifty years of 
age. 

Attend to the compliments of congra- 
tulation, or condolence, that you hear a 
well-bred man make to his fuperiors, to 
his equals, and to his inferiors: watch even 
his countenance, and his tone of voice; 
for they all confpire in the main point of 
pleafmg. There is a certain dillinguilh- 
ing diftion of a man of fafhion : he will 
not content himfelf with faying, like John 
Trott, to a new-married man, “ Sir, I 
“ wilh you much joy or to a man who 
has loft his fon, Sir, I am forry for your 

lofs ; ” and both with a countenance 
equally unmoved: but he will fay in effeift 
the fame thing, in a more elegant, and lefs 
trivial manner, and with a countenance 
adapted to the occafion. He will advance 
with warmth, vivacity, and a cheerful 
countenance to the new-married man, 
and embracing him, perhaps, fay to him, 
• ‘ If you do juftice to my attachment to 
“ you, you will judge of the joy that I 

“ fet-l 
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“ feel upon this occafion, better than I 
“ can exprefs it,” &c.; to the other, in 
grave compofure of countenance, in a. 
more deliberate manner, and with af- 
fliiftion, he wall advance flowly, with a 
lower voice, perhaps, fay, “ I hope you do 
“ me the juftiee to be convinced, that I 
“ feel whatever you feel, and fhall ever 
« be affected where you are concerned.” 

1 here is a certain language of converfa- 
tion, a falhionable dittion, of which every 
gentleman ought to be perfectly mafter, in 
whatever language he fpeaks. The French 
attend to it carefully, and with great rea- 

, fon; and their language, which is a lan- 
guageof phrafes, helps them out exceeding- 
ly. That delicacy of diition is charadterilli- 
cal of a man of faihion and good company. 

Drefs is one of the various ingredients 
that contribute to the art of pleafing, and 
therefore an object of fome attention; for 
we cannot help forming Ibme opinion of a 
man’s fenfe and chara&er from his drefs. 
All affeiSation in drefs, implies a flaw in 
the underftanding. Men of fenfe carefully 
avoid any particular charafler in their drefs; 
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drcfs; they are accurately clean for their 
own fake, but all the reft is for the fake of 
other people. A man fhould drefs as well, 
and in the fame manner, as the people of 
fenfe and faftiion of the place where he is • 
if he drefles more than they, he is a fop; 
if he drefles lefsj he is uftpardonably negli- 
gent: but, of the two, a young fellow 
fhould be rather too much than too little 
drefled ; the excefs of that fide will wear 
oflr with a little age and refiedfibn. 

The difference in drefs between a man 
and a fop is, that the fop values himfelf 
upon his drefs, and the man of fenfe laughs 
at it, at the fame time that he knows he 
muft not negledt it. There are a thoufand 
foolifh cuftoms of this kind, which, as they 
are not criminal, muft be com plied with, 
and even cheerfully, by men of fenfe. Dio- 
genes the Cynic was a wife man for de- 
fpifmg them, but a fool for fhewing it. 

We fliould not attempt to rivjl, or to 
excel, a fop in drefs ; but it is neceflary to 
drefs, to avoid fingularity and ridicule. 
Great care fhould be taken to be always 
drefled like the reafonable people of our. 

own 
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own age in the place where we are, whofe 
drefs is never fpoken of one way or ano- 
ther, as neither too negligent, or too much 
ftudied. 

Awkwardnefs of carriage is very alien- 
ating, and a total negligence of drefs and 
air, an impertinent infult upon cuftom and 
falhion. Women have great influence as 
to a man’s fafliionable chara&er; and an 
awkward man will never have their votes, 
which are very numerous, and oftener 
counted than weighed. 

When we are once well-drefled for the 
day, we fliould think no more of it after- 
wards ; and, without any ftiffbefs for fear 
of difcompofing that drefs, we fliould be as 
eafy and natural as if we had no clothes 
on at all. 

Dancing, likewife, though a filly trifling 
thing, is one of thofe eftabliflied follies 
which people of fenfe are fometimes oblig- 
ed to conform to; and if they do, they 
fliould be able to perform it well. 

In dancing, the motion of the arms 
fliould be particularly attended to, as thefe 

x decide 
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decide a man’s being genteel or otherwife, 
more than any other part of the body. A 
twift or ftiffhefs in the wrift will make any 
man look awkward. If a man dances 
well from the waift upwards, wears his hae 
well, and moves his head properly, he 
dances well. Coming into a room, and 
prefenting yourfelf to a company, fhould 
be always attended to, as this always gives 
the firft impreffion, which is often inde- 
lible. Thofe who 'prefent themfelves well, 
have a certain dignity in their air, which, 
w'ithout the leaf! feeming mixture of pride, 
at once engages and is refpected 

Drinking of healths is now growing out 
of falhion, and is deemed unpolite in good 
company. Cuftom once had rendered it 
univcrfal; but the improved manners of 
the age now confider it as abfurd and vul- 
gar. What can be more rude or ridicu- 
lous, than to interrupt perfons at their 
meals with an unneceflary compliment? 
Abftain, then, from this filly cuftom where 
you find it difufed ; and ufe it only at 
thofe tables where it continues general. 

H A 
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A fteady aflurance is too often impro* 

perly ftyled impudence. For my part, I fee 
no impudence, but, on the contrary, in- 
finite utility and advantage, in prefenting 
one’s felf with the fame coolnefs and un- 
concern, in any, and every company. Till 
one can do that, I am very fure that one 
can never prefent one’s felf well. What- 
ever is done under concern and embarraff- 
m«nt, mull be ill done; and till a man is 
abfolutely eafy and unconcerned in every 
company, he w’ill never be thought to have 
kept good, nor be very welcome in it. Af- 
furance and intrepidity, under the white 
banner of feeming modefty, clear the way 
to merit, that would otherwife be difcou- 
raged by difficulties in its journey; where- 
as barefaced impudence is the noify and 
bluftering harbinger of a worthlefs and 
fenfelefs ufurper. 

A man of fenfe may be in hade, but can 
never be in a hurry; becaufe he knows, 
that whatever he does in a hurry he mufi, 
necefl’arily do very ill. He may be in hafte 
to difpatch an affair, but he will take care not 
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not to let that hafte hinder his doing it 
well. Little minds are in a hurry when 
the objedt proves (as it commonly does) 
too big for them ; they run, they hare, 
they puzzle*, confound, and perplex them- 
felves; they want to do every thing at 

| once, and never do it at all. But a man 
| of fenfe takes the time neceffary for doing 
i the thing he is about well-; and his haite 
1 to difpatch a bufinefs, only appears by the 

continuity of his application to it: he pur- 
i fues it with a cool fteadinefs, and finilhcs 
* it before he begins any other. 

Frequent and loud laughter is the cha- 
‘ radteriftic of folly and ilbmanners: it'is 1 the manner in which the mob exprefs their 

filly joy at filly things ; and they call it 
being merry. In my mind, there is no- 
thing fo illiberal, and fo ill-bred, as audible 

i laughter. True wit, or fenfe, never yet 
made any body laugh ; they are above it; 

1 they pleafe the mind, and give a cheerful- 
f nefs to the countenance. But it is low 

buffoonery, or filly accidents, that always 
t excite laughter ; and that is what people 

FI 2 o f 
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of fenfc and breeding fliould fhow them- 
felves above. A man’s going to fit down, 
in the fuppofition that he has a chair be- 
hind him, and failing down upon his 
breech for want of one, fets a whole com- 
pany a-laughing, when all the wdt in the 
world would not do it: a plain proof, in 
my mind, how low and unbecoming a 
thing laughter is ; not to mention the d if 
agreeable noife that it makes, and the 
Ihocking diftortion of the face that it oc- 
cafions. 

Many people, at firft from awkward- 
nefs, have got a very difagreeable and fil- 
ly trick of laughing whenever they fpeak ; 
and I know men of very good parts, who 
cannot fay the commoneft thing without 
laughing ; which makes thofe who do not 
know them take them at firft for natural 
fools. 

It is of the utmoft importance to write 
letters well; as this is^/talent w'htch oc- 
curs, as well in bufineOTis in pleafure: and 
inaccuracies in orthography, or in ftyle, 
are never pardoned but in ladies; nor is it 

hardly 
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hardly pardonable in them. The epiftles 
of Cicero are the moft perfedt models of 

f good writing. 
Letters Ihould be eafy and natural, and 

convey to the perfons to whom we fend 
them, juft what we would fay to thofe per- 
fons if we were prefent with them. 

The beft models of letter-writing are 
li Cicero, Cardinal d’Oifat, Madame Sevigne, 
i and Compte Buffy Rabutiij. Cicero’s 
]} epiftles to Atticus, and to his familiar 

^ friends, are the beft examples in the friend-, 
ly and the familiar ftyle. The fimplicity 
and clearnefs of the letters of Cardinal 
d’Oflat, (hew how letters of bufmefs ought 
to be written. For gay and atnufing let- 
ters, there are none that equal Compte 
Bufly’s and Madame Sevigne’s, They 
are fo natural, that theyfeem to be the ex- 
tempore converfations of two people of 
wit, rather than letters, 

Neatnefs in folding up, fealing, and di- 
redting letters, is btVno means to be ne- 
gledted. There is fomething in the exte- 

1 fjor, even of a letter, that may pleafe or 
H 2 dilpleafe, 
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difpleafe, and confequently deferves forae 
attention. 

There is nothing that a young man, at 
his firft appearance in the world, has more 
reafon to dread, and therefore ihould take 
more pains to avoid, than having any ridi- 
cule fixed on him. In the opinion even of 
the moft rational men, it will degrade him, 
but ruin him with the reft. Many a man 
has been undone by acquiring a ridiculous 
nick-name. The caufes of nick-names 
among well-bred men, are generally the lit- 
tle defers in manner, elocution, air, or ad- 
drefs. To have the appellation of muttering, 
anuk'ward, ill bred, abfent, left-legged, an- 
nexed always to your name, would injure 
you more than you imagine. Avoid then 
thefe little defefts, and you may fet ridi- 
cule at defiance. 

To acquire a graceful utterance, read 
aloud to fome friend every day, and beg 
of iiimto interrupt, and corred you, when- 
ever you read too faft; do not obferve the 
proper ft ps, lay a wrong emphafis. or ut- 
ter your words unintelligibly. You may 

even 
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even read aloud to yourfelf, and tune your 

\ utterance to your own ear. Take care to 
> open your teeth when you read or fpeak and 

^ articulate every word diftindtly; which laft 
cannot be done but by founding the final 
letter. Rut above all, ftudy to vary your 
voice according to the fubjetf, and avoid a 

■ monotony. Daily attention to thefe arti- 
cles will, in a little time, render them eafy 

I and habitual to you. 
The voice and manner of fpeaking, too, 

\ are not to be negledled. Some people al- 
moft (hut their mouths when they fpeak, 

, and mutter fo that they are not to be un- 
■. derftood : others fpeak fo fuft, and fputter, 

that they are not to be underftood neither : 
fome always fpeak as loud as if they were 
talking to deaf people; and others fo low, 
that one cannot hear them. All thefe ha- 
bits are awkward and difagreeable, and 
are to be avoided by attention ; they are the 
diftinguifliing marks of the ordinary peo- 

, pie, who have had no care taken of their ! education. You cannot imagine how ne- 
? ceffary it is to mind all theft little things : 

for 
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for I have feen many people, with great j 
talents, ill received, for want of having 
thefe talents; and others well received, 
only from their little talents, and who 
had no great ones. 

Orthography, or fpelling well, is fo ab- 
folutely neceflary for a man of letters, or a 
gentleman, that one falfe fpelling may fix 
a ridicule on him for the remainder of his 
life. Reading carefully will contribute, in 
a great meafure, to preferve you from ex- : 
pofing yourfelf by falfe fpelling; for books 
are generally well fpelled, according to the 
orthography of the times. Sometimes 
words, indeed, are fpelled differently by 
different authors; but thofe inftances are 
rare ; and where there is only one way of 
fpelling a word, fliould you fpell it wrong, 
you will be fure to be ridiculed. Nay, a 
•woman of a tolerable education would de- 
fpife and laugh at her lover, if he lliould 
fead her an ill fpelled billet-doux. 

Style is the drefs of thoughts ; and let 
them be ever fo juft, if your ftyle is home- 
ly, coarfe, and vulgar, they will appear 
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to as much difadvantage, and be as ill re- 
ceived, as your perfon, though ever fo 
well proportioned, would, if drefled in 
rags, dirt, and tatters. It is not every un- 
derftanding that can judge of matter ; but 
every ear can, and does judge more or 
lefs, of ftyle. 

Mind your didtion, in whatever language 
you either write or fpeak ; contract a habit 
of corrednefs and elegance. Confider 
your ftyle, even in the freeft converfation 
and moft familiar letters.. After, at leaft, 
if not before, you have faid a thing, refled 
if you could not have faid it better. 

Every man who has the ufe of his eyes, 
and his right hand, can write whatever 
hand he pleafes. Nothing is fo ungentle- 
man-like as a fchoolboy’s fcrawl. I do 
not defire you to write a ftiff formal hand, 
like that of a fchooi-mafter, but a genteel, 
legible, and liberal charader, and to be 
able to write quick. As to the corrednefs' 
and elegancy of your writing, attention to 
grammar does the one, and to the beft au- 
thors the other. Epiftolary correfpondence 

fliould 
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fhouU be eafy and natural, and convey to 
the perfons juft what we would fay if we 
were with them. 

Vulgarifm in language is a certain cha- 
ra&eriftic of bad company, and a bad edu- 
cation. Proverbial expreftions, and trite 
fayings, are the flowers of the rhetoric of 
a vulgar man. Would he fay, that men 
differ in their taftes, he both fupports and 
adorns that opinion, by the good old 
faying, as he refpedtfully calls it, that 
“ What is one man’s meat is another man’s 
“ poifon.” If any body attempt being 

fmart, as he calls it, upon him, he gives 
them tit for tat; aye, that he does. He 
has always fome favourite word for the 
time being, which, for the fake of ufing 
often, he commonly abufes; fuch as, vajlly 
angry, vafly kind, vafly handfome, and 
vaftly ugly. Even his pronunciation of 
proper words, carries the mark of the 
beaft along with it. He calls the earth 
yearth; he is obleiged, not obliged to you. 
He goes to wards, and not towards fuch a 
place. He fometimes afledts hard words, 

by 
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by way of ornament, which he always 

i mangles, like a learned woman. A man 
3 of falhion never has recourfe to proverbs, 
r and vulgar aphorifms; ufes neither fa- 
I vourite words nor hard words; but takes 
I great care to fpeak very correctly and 

grammatically, and to pronounce proper- 
j ly; that is, according to the ufage of the 
i beft companies. 

Humming a tune within ourfelves, 
j,' drumming with our fingers, making a 
‘ noife with our feet, and fuch awkward ha- 

bits, being all breaches of good manners, 
’ are therefore indications of our contempt 
f for the perfons prefent, and confequeatly 
' fhould not be praciifed. 

Eating very quick, or very flow, is cha- 
; rafteriftic of vulgarity; the former infers 

poverty; the latter, if abroad, that you are 
l difgufted with your entertainment; and if 
i at home, that you are rude enough to give 
t your friends what you cannot eat yourfelf. 
; Eating foup with your nofe in the plate is 
5 alfo vulgar. So likewife is fmelling to the 
j, meat while on the fork, before you put it 
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in your mouth. If you diflike what is fent 
upon your plate, leave it; but never, by 
fraelling to or examining it, appear to tax 
your friend with placing uuwholefome pro- 
vifions before you. 

Spitting on the floor or carpet is a filthy 
pratSice ; and which, were it to become 
general, would render it as neceflary to 

■ change the carpets as the table-cloths. 
Not to add, it will induce our acquaintance 
to fuppofe, that we have not been ufed to 
genteel furniture; for which reafon alone, 
if for no other, a man of liberal education 
ftiould avoid it. 

7b conclude this article; never walk 
fall m the ftreets, which is a mark of vul- 
garity, ill-befitting the charafter of a gen- 
tleman, or a man of fafhion, though it may 
be tolerable in a tradefman. 

To ftare any perfon full in the face 
whom you may chance to meet, is an adt 
alfo of ill-breeding; it would feem to be- 
fpeak as if you faw fomething wonderful 
in his appearance, and is therefore a tacit 
reprehend on. 

Keep yourfelf free, likewife, from all 
2 odd 
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odd tricks or habits; fuch as, fcratching 
yourfelf; putting your fingers to your 
inouth, nofe, and ears ; thrufting out your 

' tongue, fnapping your fingers, biting your 
: hails, rubbing your hands, fighing aloud, 

an afFeiSed Ihivering of your body, gap- 
ing, and many others, which I have no- 

| ticed before; all which are imitations of 
j the manners of the mob, and degrading to 

a gentleman. 

L AE- 
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ABSENCE of MIND. 

N abfent man is generally either a 
very weak, or a very affetfeJ man: 

he is, however, a very difagtfeeable man in 
company. He is defe&ive in all the com- 
mon offices of civility. He does not enter in 
to the general converfation, but breaks into 
it from time to time, with fome ftarts of 
his oivn, as if he waked from a dream. 
He feems wrapped tip in thought, and 
polfibly does not think at all. He does 
not know his moft intimate acquaintance by 
fight, or anfwers them as if he were at crofs 
purpofes. He leaves his hat in one room, 
his cane in another, and would probably 
leave his fhoes in a third, if his buckles, 
though awry, did not lave them. This is 
a hire indication, either of a mind fo weak 
that it cannot bear above one objed at a 
time; or fo affeded, that it would be fup- 
pofed to be wholly ingrofl’ed by fome very 
great and important objeds. Sir Ifaac 
Newton, Mr. Locke, and perhaps five or 
fix more fince the creation, may have had 
a right to abfence, from the intenfe thought 
their inveftigations required. 
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No man is, in any degree, fit for either 

bufinefs or converfation, who does not com- 
mand his attention to the prefent objeft, 
be what it will. When I fee a man ab- 
fent in mind, I chufe to be abfent in body ; 
for it is almoft impoflible for me to flay in 
the room, as I cannot Hand inattention 
and awkwardnefs. 

I would rather be in company with a 
dead man, than with an abfent one: for if 
the dead man affords me no pleafure, at leafl 
he fliews me i}0 contempt; whereas the 
abfent man very plainly, though filently, 
tells me, that he does not think me worth 
his attention. Befides, an abfent man can 
never make any obfervations upon the cha- 
racters, cuftoms, and manners of the com- 
pany. He may be in the befl companies 
all his lifetime, (if they will admit him), 
and never become the wifer: we may as 
well converfe with a deaf man, as an ab- 
fent one. It is indeed a practical blunder 
to addrefs ourfelves to a man, who we 
plainly perceive neither hears, minds, nor 
uuderflauds us. 

I 2 AT- 
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ATTENTION. 

Man is fit for neither bufinefs nor 
pleafure, who either cannot, or does 

not, command and direft his attention to 
the prefent objeft, and, in feme degree, ba- 
niih, for that time, all other objects from 
his thoughts. If at a ball, a fupper, or a 
party of pleafure, a man were to be folv- 
ing, in his own mind, a problem in Eu- 
clid, he would be a very bad companion, 
and make a poor figure in that company ; 
or if, in ftudying a problem in his clofet, 
he were to think of a minuet, I am apt to 
believe that he would make a very poor 
mathematician. 

There is time enough for every thing in 
the courfe of the day, if you do but one 
thing at once; but there is not time enough 
in the year, if you will do two things at a 
time. 

This fteady and undiflipated attention 
to one objeit is a fure mark of a fuperior 
genius j as hurry, buftle, and agitation, 
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are the never-failing fymptoms of a weak 
and frivolous mind. 

Indeed without attention nothing is to 
be done: want of attention, which is real- 
ly want of thought, U either folly or mad- 
uels. You Ihould not only have attention 
tp every thing, hut a quicknefs of atten- 
tion, fo as to obferve at onee, all the peo- 
ple in the room ; their motions, their looks, 
and their words; and yet without ftaring 
at them,. anc} feerxting to be an obferyer. 
This quick and unqbferved obfervation is 
of infinite advantage in life, and is to be 
acquired with care ; and, on the contrary, 
what is called abfence, which is a thought- 
lelfnefs and want of attention about what 
is doing, makes a man fp like either a fool oy 
a madman, that, for my part, I fee no r?al 
difference. A fool never has thought: a 
madman has loft it; and an abfent man is, 
for the time, without it. 

In fiiort, the m'cft material knowledge 
of all, I mean the knowledge of the world, 
is never to be acquired without great at- 
tention } anyl L know many old people, 

I 3 who, 
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who, though they have lived long in the 
world, are but children ftill as to the 
knowledge of it, from their levity and in- 
attention. Certain forms, which all peo- 
ple comply with, and certain arts, which 
nil people aim at, hide, in feme degree, 
the truth, and give a general exterior re- 
femblance to almoft every body. Attention 
and fagacity mull fee through .that vail, 
and difcover the natural character. 

Add to this, there are little attentions 
which are infinitely engaging, and which 
fenfibly affedt that degree of pride and felf- 
love which is infeparable from human na- 
ture ; as they are unqueftionable proofs of 
the regard and confideration which we 
have for the perfons to whom we pay 
them. As for example : Suppofe you in- 
vited any body to dine or {up with you, 
you ought to recolledt if you had obferved 
that they had any favourite difb, and take 
care to provide it for them; and when it 
came, you fhould fay, “ Yon feemed to 
<< me, at ftich and fuch a place, to give 
v this dilh a preference, and therefore I 

ordered 
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** ordered it: this is the wine that 1 ob- 
“ ferved you liked, and therefore I procur- 
“ ed fome.” Again, moft people have their 
weakneffes; they have their averfions or 
their likings to fuch or fuch things. If we 
were to laugh at a man for h'ts averfion to 
a cat, or cheefe, (which are common anti- 
pathies), or, by inattention or negligence, 
to let them come in his way where we 
could prevent it; he would, in the firft cafe, 
think himfelf infulted ; and, in the fecond, 
flighted j and would remember both. But, 
on the.other hand, our care to procure for 
him what he likes, and to remove from 
him what he diflikes, Ihews him that he is 
at lead an object of our attention, flatters 
his vanity, and perhaps makes him more 
your friend than a more important fervice 
would have done. The more trifling thefe 
things are, the more they prove, your at- 
tention for the perlbn, and are confequent- 
ly the more engaging.. Confult your own 
bread, and recoiled how thefe little atten- 
tions, when fhown you by others, flatter 
that degree of felf-love and vanity from 

wlych 
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which no man living is free. Re'fleit how 
they incline and attratf yon td that perfon, 
and how you are propitiated afterwards^to 
all which that perfon fays or does. | The 
fame cauies will have the fame effedts in 
yppr favour. 

AWR- 
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AWKWARDNESS 

OF DIFFERENT KINDS. 
Any very worthy and fenfible peo- 
ple have certain odd tricks, ill ha- 

bits, and awkwardnefles in their behaviour, 
which excite a difguft to and diflike of their 
perfons, that cannot be removed or over- 
come by any other valuable endowment or 
merit which they may poflefs. 

Now awkwardnefs can proceed but from 
two caufes; either from not having kept 
good company, or from not having at- 
tended to it. 

When an awkward fellow firll comes 
into a room, it is highly probable, that his 
fword gets between his legs, and throws 
him down, or makes him humble at lead: 
when he has recovered this accident, he 
goes and places himfelf in the very place 
of the whole room where he Ihould not: 
there he foon lets his hat f^ll down; and, 
in taking it up again, throws down his 
cane; in recovering his cane, his hat falls 
a fecpnd time; fo that he is a. quarter of 
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an hour before he is in order again. If he 
drinks tea or coffee, he certainly icalds his ] 
mojith, and lets either the cup or the faucer 
fall, and fpills the tea or coffee in his 
breeches. At dinner, his awkwardnefs 
diftinguiflies itfelf particularly, as he has 
more to do: there he holds his knife, fork, 
and fpoon, differently from other people; : 

eats with his knife, to the great danger of j 
his mouth, picks his teeth with his fork, 
and puts his fpoon, which has been in his 
throat twenty times, into the difhes again. 
If he is to carve, he can never hit the Joint; 
but, in his vain efforts to cut through the 
bone, fcatters the fauce in every body’s 
face. He generally daubs himfelf with 
foup and greafe, though his napkin is 
commonly ftuck through a button- 
hole, an4 tickles his chin. *When he 
drinks, he infallibly coughs in his glafs, 
and befprinkles the company. Befides all 
this, he has ftrange tricks and” geflures; 
fuch as, Inuffing up his nofe, making faces, 
putting his fingers in his nofe, or biowing 
it, and looking afterwards in his handker- 

chief, !i 
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chief, fo as to make the company fick. His 
hands are troublefome to him when he 

i has not fomething in them, and he does 
not know where to put them; but they 
are in perpetual motion between his 
bcfom and his breeches: he does no^ 
wear his clothes, and, in fliort, does no- 
thing like other people. All this, I own, 
is not in any degree criminal} but it is 
highly difagreeable and ridiculous in com- 
pany, and oiight moft carefully to be a- 
voided by whoever defires to pleafe. 

From this account of what you (hould 
not do, you may eafily judge what you 
ihould do ; and a due attention to the man- 
ners of people of falhion, and who have 
feen the world, will make it habitual and 
familiar to you. 

There is likewife an awkwardnefs of ex- 
preflion and words moft carefully to be a- 
voided; fuch as, falfe Englifh, bad pro- 
nunciation, old fayings, and common pro- 
verbs ; which are fo many proofs of hav- . 
ing kept bad and low company. For ex- 
ample. If, infteadof faying, “ That taftes 
“ are different, and that every man has 

“ his 
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“ his owti peculiar one,” you fhould let 
off a proverb, and fay. That “ what is one 
“ man’s meat is another man’s poifonV’ 
or elfe, “ Every dne as they like, al tne 
“ good man faid when he killed his cow 
every body would be perfuaded, that you 
had never kept company with any body a- 
bove footmen and houfemaids. 

There‘is likewife an awkwardnefs of the 
mind, that ought to be, and with care may 
be, avoided ; as for inftance, to miftake or 
forget names. To fpeak of Mr. What- 
d’ye*call-him, or Mrs. Thingum, or How- 
d’ye-call-her, is excelhvely awkward and 
ordinary. To call people by improper 
titles and appellations, is fo too; as my 
Lord, for Sir; and Sir, for my Lord. To 
begin a ftory or a narration when you are 
not perfeff in it, and cannot go through 
with it, but are forced, poffibly, to fay in 
the midtile of it, “ I have forgot the reft,” 
is very unpleafant and bungling. One 
muft be extremely exaft, clear, and per- 
spicuous, in every thing one fays; other- 
wife, inftead of entertaining or informing 
others, one only tires and puzzles them. 

x BASH- 
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BAshfulness is the diftinguifliipg 
charader of an Englifh booby, who 

appears frightened out of his wits if peo- 
ple of faihion fpeak to him, and blufhes 
and ftammers, without being able to give 
a proper anfwer; by which means he be- 
comes truly ridiculous, from the ground- 
lefs fear of being laughed at. 

There is a very material difference be- 
tween modefty and an awkward bafli- 
fulnefs, which is as ridiculous as true mo- 
defty is commendable: it is as abfurd to 
be a fimpleton as to be an impudent fel- 
low; and we make ourfelves contemptible, 
if we cannot come into a room, and fpeak 
to people, without being out of counte- 
nance, or without embarraflinent. A man 
who is really diffident, timid, and baffiful, 
be his merit what it will, never, can pufh 
himfelf in the world : his defpondency 
throws him into inadion; and the for- 
ward, the buftling, an^.the petulant, will 
always precede him. The manner makes 

K the 
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the whole difFerence. What would be im- 
pudence in one manner, is only & proper 
and detent affurance in another. A man 
of fenfe, and of knowledge of the world, 
will afllrt his own rights, and purfire his 
own obje&s, as fteadily and intrepidly as 
thtSimoft impudent man living, and com- 
monly more fo; but then he has art enough 
to give an outward air of modefty to all 
he does. This engages and prevails, whillt 
the very fame things (hock and fail, from . 
the overbearing or impudent manner only 
of doing them. 

Englifhmen, in general, are aftiamed of 
going intocompany. When we avoid fmgu-^ 
larity, what fhould we be aihamed of? And 
why fhould we not go into a mixed com- 
pany, with as much eafe, and as little con- 
cern, as we would go into our own room ?• 
Vice and ignorance are the only things we 
ought to be afhamed of: while we keep 
clear of them, we may venture any where | 
without fear or concern. Nothing fmks a 
young man into lew company fo iurejy as 

hafh- 
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baflifulrtefs. If be thinks that he Ihall not, 
he taoft furely will not pleafe. 

Some indeed, from feeling the pain and 
inconveniencies of bafhfulnefs, have rulhed 
into the otlier extreme, and turned impu- 
dent ; as cowards fane times grow defperate 
from exccfs of danger: but this is equally 
to be avoided, there being nothing more 
generally.ftioeking than impudence. The 
medium between thefe two extremes 
points out the well-bred man, who always 
feels himfelf firm and cafy in all compa- 
nies ; who is modeft without being bafliful, 
and Heady without being impudent. . 
• A mean fellow is afliamed and embar- 
raffed when he comes into company, is 
difconcerted when fpoken to, anfwers with 
difficulty, and does not know how to dif- 
pofe of his hands; but a gentleman who 
is acquainted with the world, appears in 
company with a graceful and proper af- 
furance, and is perfedtly eafy.and unem- 
barraffed. He is not dazzled by fuperior 
rank ; he pays all the refpeft that is due to 
it, without being difconcerted; and can 

L 2 converfe 
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converge as eafily with a king as with any 
one of his fabjcfls. This is the great ad- 
vantage of being introduced youhg i|ito 
good company, and of converfmg With 
our fu'p'eriOrs. A well-bred man will eon- 
verfe with his inferiors without infolence, 
and wnth his fuperiors with refpedt, and 
with eafe. Add to this, that a man of a 
gentleman-like behaviour, though of infe- 
rior parts, is better received than a man 
of fuperior abilities who is unacquainted 
with the world. Modefty and a polite 
cafy aflurance, fhould be united. 

COM- 
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r O keep, good company, efpecially 
at our f;r{t fetting out, is the way 

to receive good impreflions. Good com- 
pany is not what refpe&ive fets of good 
company are pleafed either to call or think 
themfelves. It confifts chiefly (though 
not wholly) of people of conalerable 
birth, rank, and character ; for people of 
neither birth nor rank are frequently, and 
very jullly, admitted into it, if diftingqilh- 
ed by any peculiar merit, or cmineiify in 
any liberal art or fcicnce, So motley a 
thing is good company, that many people, 
•without birth, rank, or merit, intrude into 
it by their own forwardnefs, anc others 
get intq it by the protection of feme con- 
liderable perlbn. In this falhionable good 
company, the bell manners and the pureft 
language are mod unqueftionably to be 
learnt; for they eftablilh and give the ton 
to both, which are called the language 
and manners of good company; neither 

of' 



”4 COMP A N Y. 
of them being afcertainedby any legal tri- 
bunal. 

A company of people of the firft quality 
cannot be called good company, in the 
common acceptation of the phrafe, unlefs 
they are the fafliionable and accredited 
companyitof the place; for people of the 
firft quality can be as filly, as ill bred, and 
as wortUefs, as people of the meaneft de- 
gree. And a company confifting wholly 
of people of very low condition, whatever 
their merit or talents may be, can never be 
ftyled good company ; and therefore (hould 
not be much frequented, though by no 
means defpifed. 

A company wholly compofed of learn- 
ed men, though greatly to be refpe&cd, is 
not meant by the words good company: 
they cannot have the eafy and polilhed 
manners of the world* as they do not live 
in it. If we can bear our parts well in 
fuch a company, it will be proper to be in 
it fometimes ; and we fliall be more eftecm- 
cd in other companies for having a place 
in that. 

A 
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A company confiding-wholJy of profef- 

fed wits and poets, is very inviting to 
young raen, who are pleafqd with it, if they 
have wit themfelves; and if they have 
none, are foolifhiy proud of being one of 
it. But fuch companies ihould be fre- 
quented with moderation and judgment. 
A wit is a very unpopular denomination, 
as it cafries terror along with it; and peo- 
ple are as much afraid of a wit in company, 
as a woman is of a gun, which fiie fuppofcs 
may go off of itfelf, and do her a mifchief. 
Their acquaintance, however, is worth 
feeking, and their company worth frequent- 
ing ; but not exclufively of others, nor to 
fuch a degree as to be confidered only as 
one of that particular fet. 

Above all things, endeavour to keep 
company with people above you * for there 
you rife, as much as you fink with people 
below you. When I fay company above 
you, I do not mean with regard to their 
birth, but with regard to their merit, and 
the light in which the world confiders 
them. 

There 



C O M p A N Y. 116 
There are two.forts of gDod company ; 

one which is called the beau monde, and 
confiils of thofe people who have the lead 
in courts, and in the gay part of life; the 
other confifts of thofe who are diftinguifh- 
ed by fome peculiar merit, or who excel in 
fome particular and valuable art or 
fcience!^ 

Ee equally careful to avoid that low 
company, which, in every fenfe of the word, 
is low indeed ; low in rank, low in parts, 
low in manners, and low In merit. Vanity, 
that fource of many of our follies, and of 
fome of our crimes, has funk many a man 
into company in every light infinitely be- 
low him, for the fake of being the firft 
man in it. There he didates, is applaud- 
ed, and admired: but he foon difgraces 
himfelf, and difqualifies himfelf for any 
better company. 

Having thus pointed out %vhat company 
you fhould avoid, and what company you 
fliould afibciate with, I flrall next lay down 
a Tew 

Rules, 
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Rules for Behaviour in Company. 

When a young man, new in the world, 
firft gets into company, he dete rmines to 
conform to and imitate it. But he too 
often miftakes the objedt of his imitation. 
He has frequently heard the abfurd term 
of genteel and fafhionable vices. He there 
obferves fome people who fhine, and who 
in general are admired and efteemed; and 
perceives, that thefe people are rakes, 
drunkards, and. gamefters : he therefore 
adopts their vices, miftaking their defers 
for their perfedtions, and imagining that 
they owe their fafhion and their luftre to 
thefe genteel vices. But it is exadlly the re- 
verfe: for thefe people have acquired their 
reputation by their parts, their learning, 
their good-breeding, and other real accom- 
plilhments; and are only blemiflied and 
lowered in the opinions of all reafonable 
people, by thefe general and fafinona'Je 
vices. It is therefore plain, that, in thefe 
mixed charadters, the good part only makes 
people forgive, but not approve, the bad. 

If 
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If a man fliouM unfortunately hasV'G any, 

vices, he ought at leaft to be content with 
his own, and not adopt other people’s! \ 
The adaption of vice has ruined ten tirmls 
more young men than natural inclina- 
tions. 

Let us imitate the real perfections of the 
good company into which we may get; 
copy their politnefs, their carriage, their 
atjdrefsj, and the eafy and well-bred turn 
of their converfation: but we fliould re- 
member, that, let them ftine ever fobright, 
their vices, if they have any, are fo many 
blemilhes, which we would no more en- 
deavour to imitate, than we'<would make 
artificial warts upon our faces, becaufe 
feme very handfome man had the misfor- 
tune to have a natural one upon his. We 
fhould, on the contrary, think how much 
handfomer he would have been without it. 

Having thus given you inftruClions for 
making you well received in good com-' j 
pany, I proceed next to lay before you the j 
polite 

RULES 
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Wr Hen you are in company, talk oft- 

en,; but never long; in that cafe,1 

if you do not plcafe, at leaft you are fare 
not to tire your hearers. 

Inform yourfelf of the chara&ers and 
|fituations of the company, before you give 
I way to what your imagination may prompt 1 you to fay. There are, in all companies, 
more wrong heads than right ones, and 

i many more who deferve than who like 
' cenfure. Should you therefore expatiate 

i in the praife of fome virtue which-fotne in 
■ company notorioufly want, or declaim a- 
5 gaiuft any vice which others are notorioufly 
infefled with ; your refleftions, however 
general, and unapplied, will, by being ap- 
plicable, be thought perfonal, and levelled 
at thofe people. This confideration points 
out to you fufficicntly, not to be fufpicious 
and captious yourfelf, nor to fuppofe that 
things, becaufe they may, are therefore 

^ meant at you. 
, Tell ftories very feldom, and abfolutely 

never 
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never but where they are very apt, and 
very fliort. Omit every circumftance that 
is not material, and beware of digreflions. 
To have frequent recourfe to narrative, be- 
trays great want of imagination. 

Never hold any body by the button, or 
the hand, in order to be heard out; for if 
people are not willing to hear you, you had 
much better hold your tongue than them. 

Long, talkers generally fingle out fome 
unfortunate man in company, to whifper, 
or at lead, in a half-voice, to convey a 
continuity of words to. This is exceffive- 
ly ill-bred ; and, in fome degree, a fraud; 
converfation-ftock being a joint and com- 
mon property. But if one of thefe unmer- 
ciful talkers lays hold of you, hear him 
with patience, (and at lead feeming atten- 
tion), if he is worth obliging; for nothing 
will oblige him more than a patient hear- 
ing, as nothing will hurt him more, than 
either to leave him in the midd of his dif- 
courfe, or to dilcover your impatience un- 
der your affli&ion. 

There is nothing fo brutally fhocking, 
2 nor 
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hbr fo Jittle forgiven, as a feeming inatten- 
tion to the perfon who is fpeaking to you; 
and I have known many a man knocked 
down for a much flighter provocation than 
that inattention which I mean. I have 
feen - many people, who, while you are 
fpeaking to them, inftead of looking at and 
attending to you, fix their eyes upon the 
ceiling, or fome other part of the room, 
look out of the window, play with a dog, 
twirl their fnuff-box, or pick their nofe. 
Nothing difcovers a little, futile, frivolous 
mind, more than this, and nothing is fo 
offenfively ill-bred : it is an explicit decla- 
ration on your part, that every the moft 
trifling objedl deferves your attention more 
than all that can be faid by the perfon who 
is fpeaking to you. Judge of the fenti- 
ments of hatred and refentment which 
fuch treatment muft excite in every bread 
where any degree of felf-love dwells. I 
repeat it again and again, that fort of va- 
nity and felf-love is infeparable from hu- 
man nature, whatever may be its rank or 

2 condition ; even your footman will fooner 
L forget 
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forget and forgive a beating, than any 
manifeft mark of flight and contempt. Be, 
therefore, not only really, but feemingly 
and manifeflly attentive to whoever fpeaks 
to you. 

It is confidered as the height of ill-man- 
ners to interrupt any perfon while fpeak- 
ing, by fpeaking yourfelf, or calling off the 
attention of the company to any new fub- 
jedt. This, however, every child knows. 

Take, rather than give, the fubjedt of 
the company you are in. If you have 
parts, you will fhow them, more or lefs, 
upon every fubjedt; and if you have not, 
you had better talk flllily upon a fubjedt of 
other people’s, than of your own chufing. 

Never difplay your learning but on par- 
ticular occaflons. Referve it for learned 
men; and let even thefe rather extort it 
from you, than appear forward to difplay 
it. Hence you will be deemed modeft, 
and reputed to poffefs more knowledge 
than you really have. Never feem wiier 
or more learned than your company. The 
man who affedts to difplay his learning, 

will 
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will be frequently queftioned; and if found 
fuperficial, will be ridiculed and defpifed ; 
if otherwife, he will be deemed a pedant. 
Nothing can leffen real merit (which will 
always fhow itfelf) in the opinion of the 
world, but an oftentatious difplay of it by 
its poffeffor. 

When yoti oppofe or contradict any per- 
fon’s affection or opinion, let your manner, 
your air, your terms, and your tone of 
voice be foft and gentle, and that eafily and 
naturally, not affededly. Ufe palliatives 
when you contradi<5t; fuch as, “ I may be 
“ miftaken—I am not fure, but I believe 
“ —I fhould rather think,” <tc. Finilh 
any argument or difpute with fome little 
good-humoured pleafantry, to {hew that 
you are neither hurt yourfelf, nor mean 
to hurt your antagonifl; for an argument 
kept up a good while, often occafions a 
temporary alienation on each fide. 

Avoid, as much as you can, in mixed 
companies, argumentative, polemical con- 
verfation ; which certainly indiipofe, for a 
time, the contending parties towards each 

L 2 other; 
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other; and if the controverfy grows warm 
and noify, endeavour to put an end to it 
by fome genteel levity or joke. 

Arguments fliould never be maintained 
with heat and clamour, though we believe 
or know ourfelves to be in the right; we 
fhould give our opinions modeftly and cool- 
ly ; and if that will not do, endeavour to 
change the converfation, by faying, “ We 
“ Ihall not be able to convince one ano- 
“ ther, nor is it necelTary that we Ihould, 

fo let us talk of fomething elfe.” 
Rementber that there is a local proprie-? 

ty to be obferved in all companies; and 
that what is extremely proper in one com- 
pany, may be, and often is, highly impro- 
per in another. 

The jokes, bons mots, the little adven- 
tures, which may do very well in one com- 
pany, will feem flat and tedious when re- 
lated in another. The particular charac- 
ter, the habits, the cant of company, may 
give merit to a word or a gefture, which 
would have none at all if diverted of thofe 
accidental eircumftances. Here people 

very 
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very commonly err; and fond of fome- 
thing that lias entertained them in one 
company, and in certain circumftances, 
repeat it with emphafis in another, where 
it is either infipid, or, it may be, ofFenfive, 
by being ill timed, or mifplaced. Nay, 
they often do it with this filly preamble, 
“ I will tell you an excellent thingor, 
“ I will tell you the bed; thing in the 
“ world.” This raifesexpeidations, which, 
when abfolutely difappointed, make the 
rclater of this excellent thing look, very 
defervedly, like a fool. 

Upon all occafions avoid fpeaking of 
yourfelf if it be poflible. Some, abrupt- 
ly, fpeak advantageoudy of themfelyes, 
without either pretence or provocation. 
This is downright impudence. Others 
proceed more artfully, as they imagine; 
forging accufations againd themfelves, and 
complaining of calumnies which they never 
heard, in order to judify themfelves, and 
exhibit a catalogue of their many virtues. 

They acknowledge, indeed, it may ap- 
pear odd, that they fliould talk thus of 

L j “ them,- 
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“ themfelves; it is what they have a great 
“ averfion to, and what they could not 
“ have done, if they had not been thus 
“ unjuftly and fcandaloufly abufed.” This 
thin veil of modefty drawn before vanity, is 
much too tranfparent to conceal it, even 
from thofe who have but a moderate lhare 
of penetration. 

Others go to work more modeftly and 
more flyly ftill: They confefs themfelves 
guilty of all the cardinal virtues, by firft 
Regrading them into we^knelfes, and then 
acknowledging their misfortune in being 
made up of thofe weakneifes. “ They 
“ cannot fee people labouring under mis- 

fortunes, without fympathizing with, 
“ and endeavouring to help them. They 
“ cannot fee their fellow-creatures in di- 
“ ftrefs without relieving them; though 
V truly their circumflances cannot very well 
“ afford it. They cannot avoid fpeaking 
“ the truth, though they acknowledge it 
V to be fpmetimes imprudent. In lliort, 
“ they confefs, that, with all thefe weak- 
*.* nefles, they are not fit to live in the. 

world. 
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“ world, much lefs to profper in it. But 
“ they are now too old to purl\ie a con- 
“ trary conduft, ^nd therefore they muft 
“ rub on as well as they can.” 

Though this may appear too ridiculous 
and outre even for the ftage, yet it is fre- 
quently met with upon the common ftage 
of the world. This principle of vanity 
and pride is fo ftrong in human nature 
that it defcends even to the loweft objedls; 
and we often fee people fiftiing for praife,- 
where, admitting all 'they fay to be true, 
no juft praife is to be caught. One per- 
haps affirms, that he has rode poll an hun- 
dred miles in fix hours. Probably this is 
a falfehood; but even fuppcfing it to be 
true, what then ? wdiy, it muft be admitted 
that he is a very good poll; boy, that is all. 
Another aflerts, perhaps not without a few 
oaths, that he has drank fix or eight bot- 
tles of wine at a fitting. It wrould be cha- 
ritable to believe fuch a man a liar; for, if 
we do not, we muft certainly pronounce 
him a beaft. 

There are a thoufand fuch follies and, 
extra- 
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extravagancies which vanity draws people 
into, and which always defeat their own 
purpofe. The only method of avoiding 
thefe evils, is never to fpeak of ourfelves. 
But when, in a narrative, we are obliged 
to mention ourfelves, we fliould take care 
not to drop a fingle word that can, direct- 
ly or indiredtly^ be conftrued as fifhing 
for applaufe. Be our characters what they 
will, they will be known j and no body will 
take them upon our own words. Nothing 
that we can fay ourfelves will varnilh our 
defeCts, or add luftre to our perfections ; 
but, on the contrary, it will often make 
the former more glaring, and the latter 
obfcure. If we are filent upon our own 
merits, neither envy, indignation, nor ri- 
dicule, will obltruCt or allay the applaufe 
which we may really deferve. But if we are 
our own panegyrifts upon any occafion, 
however artfully drefled or difguifed, every 
one will confpire againft us, and we Ihall 
be difappointed of the very end we aim at. 

Take care never to feem dark and my- 
fterious; w'hich is not only a very unami- 

abk* 
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able charader, but a very fufpicious one 
too: if you feem myfterious with others, 
they.will be really fo with you, and you 
will know nothing. The height of abili- 
ties is, to have a frank, open, and ingenu- 
ous exterior, with a prudent and referved 
interior : to be upon your own guard, and 
yet, by a feeming natural opennefs, to put 
people off theirs, The majority of every 
company will avail themfelves of every in- 
difcreet and unguarded expreffion of yours, 
if they can turn it to their own advantage. 

Always look people in the face when 
you fpeak to them: the not doing it is 
thought to imply confcious guilt; befides 
that you lofe the advantage of obferving, 
by their countenances, wdiat impreffion 
your difcourfe makes upon them. In order 
to know' people’s real fentiments, I truft 
much more to my eyes than to my ears : 
for they can fay whatever they have a 
mind I Ihould hear; but they can feldom 
help looking what they have no intention 
that I fhould know. 

Private fcandal Ihould never be received 
nor 
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nor retailed willingly; for though the de* 
famation of others may, for the prefent, 
gratify the malignity or the pride of our 
hearts ; yet cool refleftion will draw very 
difadvantageous conclufions from fuch a 
dilpofition. In frandal, as in robbery, the 
receiver is always thought as bad as the 
thief. 

Never, in converfation, attack whole 
bodies of any kind; for you may thereby 
unnecelfarily make yourfelf a great num- 
ber of enemies. Among women, as among 
men, there are good as well as bad, and, it 
may be, full as many, or more, good, than 
among men. This rule-holds as to law- 
yers, foldiers, parfons, courtiers, citizens, 
6c. They are all men, fubjedt to the fame 
paffions and fentimcnts, differing only in 
the manner, according to their feveral 
educations; and it would be as imprudent 
as unjuft to attack any of them by the 
Jump. Individuals forgive fometimes; but 
bodies and focieties never do. Many young 
people think it very genteel and witty to 
abufe the clergy; in which they are ex- 

tremely 
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tremely miftaken; fince, in my opinion, 
parfons are very like men, and neither the 
better nor the worfe for wearing a black 
gown. All general reflexions upon na- 
tions and focieties are the trite, thread- 
bare jokes of thofe who fet up for wit 
without having any, and fo have recourfe 
to common-place. Judge of individuals 
from your own knowledge of them, and 
not from their fex, profeffion, or de- 

i'1 nomination. 
^ Mimickry, which is the common andfa- 
’ vourite amufement of little low minds, is 

in the utmoft contempt with great ones. 
It is the lowed and mod illiberal of all 
buffoonery. We Ihould neither practife it, 
nor applaud it in others. Befides that the 
perfon mimicked is infulted; and, as I have 
often obferved to you before, an infult is 
never forgiven. 

We may frequently hear fome people, 
in good company, interlard their conver- 
fation with oaths, by way of embellifli- 
ment, as they fuppofe ; but we mud ob- 
ferve, too, that thofe who do fo, are never 

thofe 
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thofe who contribute, in any degree, to j 
give that company the denomination of I 
good company. They are generally peo- | 
pie of low education; for fwearing, with- | 
out having a fingle temptation to plead, is 
as filly, and as illiberal, as it is wicked. 

Whatever we fay in company, if we fay 
it with a fupercilious cynical face, or an 
embarraiTed countenance, or a filly difcon- 
certed grin, it will be ill received. If we 
mutter it, or utter it indiftinftly, and un- 
gracefully, it will be ftill worfe received. 

Never talk of your own or other peo- 
ple’s domeftic affairs : yours are nothing 
to them, but tedioas ; theirs are nothing 
to you. It is a tender fubjeft; and it is a 
chance if you do not touch fome body or 
other’s fore place. In this cafe, there is 
no trufting to fpecious appearances, which 
are often fo contrary to the real fituation 
of things between men and their wives, 
parents and their children, feeming friends, 
ire. that, with the beft intentions in the 
world, we very often make fome very dif- 
agreeable blunders. 

2 Nothing 
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Nothing makes a man look fillier in com- 

pany, than a joke or pleafantry not relifh- 
ed, or not underftood; and if he meets 
with a profound filence when lie expefted 
a general applaufe, or, what is ftill worfe, 
if he is defired to explain the joke or bon 
mot, his awkward and embarrafled fitua- 
tion is eafier imagined than defcribed. 

Be careful how you repeat in one com- 
pany what you hear in another. Things 
feemingly indifferent may, by circulation, 
have much graver confequences than may- 
be imagined. There is a kind of general 
tacit trufl: in converfation, by which a man 
is engaged not to report any thing out of 
it, though he is not immediately enjoined 
fecrecy. A retailer of this kind draws him- 
felf into a thoufand fcrapes and difcuffions, 
and is fhyly and indifferently received 
where-ever he goes. 

Always adapt your converfation to the 
people you are «uiverfing with; for I fup- 
pofe you would not talk upon the fame 
fubjett, and in the fame manner, to a bi- 
fhop, a philofoper, a captain, and a wo- 
man. 

M People 
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People of an ordinary low education, i 

when they happen to fall into good com- L| 
pany, imagine themfelves the only objeft I 
of its attention: if the company whifpers, f 
it is, to be fare, concerning them; if they | 
laugh, it is at them ; and if any thing am- 
biguous, that, by the moft forced interpre- I 
tation, can be applied to them, happens 
to be faid, they are convinced that it was 
meant at them; upon which they grow 
out of countenance firft, and then angry. 
This miltake is very well ridiculed in the 
Stratagem ; where Scrub fays, “ I am fure 
“ they talked of me, for they laughed 
“ confoundedly.” A well-bred man feldom 
thinks, but never feems to think, himfelf 
flighted, undervalued, or laughed at in 
company, unlefs where it is fo plainly 
marked out, that his honour obliges him 
to refent it in a proper manner. On the 
contrary, a vulgar man is captious and 
jealous; eager and impetudfts about trifles. 
He fufpeds himfelf to be flighted, thinks 
every thing that is faid meant at him : if 
the company happen to laugh, he is per- fuaded 
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fuaded they laugh at him; he grows angry 
and tefty, fays fomething very imperti- 
nent, and draws himfelf into a fcrape, by 
Ihowing what he calls a proper fpirit, and 
averting hinafelf. The converfation of a 
vulgar man alfo always favours ftrongly 
of the lownefs of his education and com- 
pany. It turns chiefly upon his domeftic 
affairs, his fervants, the excellent order ho 
keeps in his own family, and the little 
anecdotes of the neighbourhood; all which 
he relates with emphafis, as interefting 
matters. He is a man-gofllp. 

A certain degree of exterior ferioufnefs 
in looks and motions gives dignity, with- 
out excluding wit and decent cheerfulnefs. 
A conftant fmirk upon the face, and a 
whiffling adtivity of the body, are ftrong 
indications of futility. 

M 2 ECO- 
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ECONOMY. 

Fool fqnanders away, without credit 
or advantage to himfelf, more than 

a man of fenfe fpends with both. The lat- 
ter employs his money as he does his time, 
and never fpends a fhilling of the one, nor 
a minute of the other, but in fomething 
that is either ufeful, or rationally pleafmg 
to himfelf or others. The former buys 
■whatever he does not want, and does not 
pay for what he does want. He cannot 
•withftand the charms of atoy-fliop; fnuff- 
boxes, watches, heads of canes, drr. are his 
deftruction. His fervants and tradefmen 
confpire with his own indolence to cheat 
him; and, in a very little time, he is a- 
ftonifhed, in the midft of all the ridiculous 
iuperfluities, to find himfelf in want of all 
the real comforts and neceflaries of life. 

Without care and method, the largcft 
fortune will not, and with them almoft the 
fmalleft will, fupply all necefiary expences. 
As far as you can poffibly, pay ready mo- 
ney for every thing you buy, and avoid 

bills. 
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bills. Pay that money too yourfelf, and 
not through the hands of any fervant; who 
always either ftipulates poundage, or re- 
quires a prefent for his good word, as 
they call it. Where you muft have bills, 
(as for meat and drink, clothes, 6v.), 
pay them regularly every month, and 
with your own hand. Never, from a mif- 
taken economy, buy a thing you do not 
want, becaufe it is cheap; or, from a filly 
pride, becaufe it is dear. Keep an account, 
in a book, of all that you receive, and of 
all that you pay; for no man who knows 
what he receives and what he pays, ever 
runs out. I do not mean, that you fhould 
keep an account of the fhiliings and half- 
crowns which you may fpend in chair- 
hire, operas, &c.; they are uhworthy of 
the time, and the ink, that they would 
confume; leave fuch minutia to dull, pen- 
ny-wife fellows: but remember, in econo- 
my, as well as in every other part of life, 
to have the proper attention to proper ob- 
jedts, and the proper contempt for little 
ones. M 3 FRTEN D- 
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FRIENDSHIP. 

Oung perfons have commonly an 
unguarded franknefs about them, 

which makes them the eafy prey and bub- 
bles of the artful and the experienced; 
they look upon every knave, or fool, who 
tells them that he is their friend, to be 
really fo ; and pay that profeffion of Emu- 
lated friendihip with an indifcreet and un- 
bounded confidence, always to their lofs, 
often to their ruin. Beware of thefe prof- 
fered friendlhips. Receive them with great 
civility, but with great incredulity too; and 
pay them with compliments, but not with 
confidence. Do not fuppcfe that people 
become friends at firft fight, or even upon 
a fhort acquaintance. Real fi iendlhip is a 
How grower, and never thrives, unlefs in- 
grafted upon a flock of known and reci- 
procal merit. 

There is another kind of nominal fi iend- 
lhip among young people, which is warm 
for the time, but luckily of fhort duration. 
This friendfhip is haftily produced, by their 

being 
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being accidentally thrown together, anH 
purfuing the fame courfe of riot and de- 
bauchery. A fine friendfifip truly! and 
well cemented by drunkennefs and lewd- 
nefs. It fhould rather be called a confpira- 
cy againft morals and good manners, and 
be punifhed as fuch by the civil magiftrate. 
However, they have the impudence and 
the folly to call this confederacy a friend- 
fhip. They lend one another money for 
bad purpofes ; they engage in quarrels, 
offenfive and defenfive, for their accom- 
plices ; they tell one another all they know, 
and often more too} when, of a fudden, 
feme accident difperfes them, and they 
think no more of each other, unlefs it be 
to betray and laugh at their imprudent 
confidence. 

When a man ufes ftrong protefiations 
or oaths to make you believe a thing, 
which is of itfelf fo probable, that the bare 
faying of it would be fufficient, depend up- 
on it he deceives you, and is highly in- 
terefted in making you believe it, or elf® 
he would not take fo much pains. 

• Remem- 
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Remember to make a great difference 

between companions and friends; for a 
very complaiiant and agreeable companion 
may, and often does, prove a very impro- 
per and a very dangerous friend. People 
will, in a great degree, form their opinion 
of you upon that which they have of your 
friends ; and there is a Spanilh proverb 
which fays, very juftly, “ Tell me who you 
“ live with, and I will tell you who you 
“ are.” One may fairly fuppofe, that a 
man who makes a knave or a fool his 
friend, has fomething very bad to do, or 
to conceal. But at the fame time that you 
carefully decline the friendfhip of knaves 
and fools, if it can be called friendlhip, 
there is no»occafion to make either of them 
your enemies, wantonly and unprovoked; 
for they are numerous bodies ; and I would 
rather chufe a fecure neutrality, than al- 
liance, or war, with either of them. You 
may be a declared enemy to their vices and 
follies, without being marked out by them 
as a perfonal one. Their enmity is the 
next dangerous thing to their friendfhip. 

—Have 
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—Have a real referve with almoft every- 
body ; and have a feeming referve with al- 
moft no body; for it is very difagreeable to 
feem referved, and very dangerous not to 
be fo. Few people find the true medium; 
many are ridiculoufly myfterious and re- 
ferved upon trifles ; and many imprudent- 
ly communicative of all they know. 

GOOD- 
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GOOD-BREEDING. 

GOod-breeding has been very juftly 
defined to be, “ The refult of much 

* good-fenfe, fome good-nature, and a 
“ little felf-denial, for the fake of others, 
“ and with a view to obtain the fame in- 
“ dulgence from them.” 

Good-breeding alone can prepoflefs peo- 
ple in our favour at firft fight; more time 
being necefiary to difcover greater talents. 
Good-breeding, however, does not confift 
in low bows, and formal ceremony; but 
in an eafy, civil, and refpedtful behaviour. 

Indeed good-fenfe, in many cafes, muft 
determine good breeding ; for what would 
be civil at one time, and to one perfon, 
would be rude at another time, and to a- 
nother perfon: there are, however, fome 
general rules of good-breeding. As, for 
example : to anfwer only Yes, or No, to 
any perfon, without adding, Sir, My Lord, 
or Madam, (as it may happen), is always 
extremely rude; and it is equally fo not to 
give proper attention and a civil anfwer, 

when 
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when fpoken to. Such behaviour con- 
vinces the perfon who is fpeaking to us, 
that we defpife him, and do not think him 
worthy of our attention, or an anfwer. 

A well-bred perfon will take care to 
anfwer with complaifance when he is 

i fpoken to; will place himfelf at the lower 
1 end of the table, unlefs bid to go higher; 
\ will drink firft to the lady of the houfe, 
| and theo to the mafter; he will not eat 
I' awkwardly or dirtily, nor fit when others 
^and ; and he will do all this with an air 
| of complaifance, and not with a grave ill- 
matured look, as if he did it all unwilling-- 
fly. 

There is nothing more difficult to attain, 
;or fo neceflary to polTefs, as perfeit good- 
jbreeding; which is equally inconfiftent 
with a ftiff formality, an impertinent for- 
wardnefs, and an awkward balhfulnefs. 
iA little ceremony is fometimes neceflary; 
ia certain degree of firmnefs is abfolutely 

afo; and an outward modefty is extremely 
Mbecoming. 
![; Virtue and learning, like gold, have 

their 
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their intrinfic value; but if they are not 
polilhed they certainly lofe a great deal of 
their luftre : and even polilhed brafs will 
pafs upon more people than rough gold. 
What a number of lins does the cheerful, 
eafy good-breeding of the French fre- 
quently cover! 

My Lord Bacon fays, “ That a plea- 
“ fing figure is a perpetual letter of re- 
“ commendation.” It is certainly an a- 
greeable fore-runner of merit, and fmooths 
the way for it. 

A man o£ good-breeding Ihould be ac- 
quainted with the forms and particular 
cuftoms of courts. At Vienna, men al- 
ways make curt’fies, inllead of bows, to the 
Emperor; in France, no body bows to the 
King, or kifles his hand; but, in Spain and 
England, bows are made, and hands are 
killed. Thus every court has fome peculia- 
rity, which thofe who vifit them ought 
previoufly to inform themfelves of, to a- 
void blunders and awkwardnefles. 

Very few, fcarcely any, are wanting in 
the refpe<5t which they Ihould fiiew to thofe 

' 2 whom 
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whom they acknowledge to be infinitely 
their fuperiors. The man of fafhion and 
of the world, exprefles it in its fulleft ex- 
tent; but naturally, eafily, and without 
concern: whereas a man who is not ufed 
to keep good company, exprefles it awk- 
wardly ; one fees that he is not ufed to it, 
and that it cofts him a great deal: but I 
never faw the worll-bred man living guil- 
ty of lolling, whiftling, fcratching his head, 
and fuch-like indecencies, in company 
that he refpe&ed. In fuch companies, 
therefore, the only point to be attended to 
is, to Ihow that relpett, which every body 
means to Ihow, in an eafy, unembarrafied, 
and graceful manner. 

In mixed companies, whoever is admit- 
ted to make part of them, is, for the time 
at leaft, fuppofed to be upon a footing of 
equality with the reft ; and, confequently, 
every one claims, and very juftly, every 
mark of civility and good-breeding. Eafe 
is allowed; but careleflhefs and negligence 
are ftritfly forbidden. If a man accofls 
you, and talks to you ever fo,dully or 

N * frivo- 
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frivoloufly, it is worfe than rudenefs, it is 
brutality,-to fhow him, by a manifeft inat- 
tention to what he fays, that you think 
him a fool or a blockhead and not worth 
hearing. It is much more fo with regard 
to women; who, of whatever rank they are, 
are entitled, in confideration of their fex, 
not only to an attentive, but an officious^ 
good-breeding, from men. Their little 
wants, likings, diflikes, preferences, anti- 
pathies, fancies, whims, and even imper- 
tinencies, muft be officioufly attended to, 
flattered, and, if poflible, gueffed at, and 
anticipated, by a well bred man. You 
muft never ufurp to yourfelf thofe conve- 
niencies and agremerHs which are of com- 
mon right; fuch as the beft places, the 
beft difhes, fcc. but, on the contrary, al- 
ways decline them yourfelf, and offer them 
toothers; who, in their turns, will offer 
them to you: fo that, upon the whole, you 
will, in your turn,, enjoy your (hare of com- 
mon right. 

The third fort of good-breeding is lo- 
cal, and is varioufly modified, in nof only 

different 
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different countries, but in different towns of 
the fame country. But it muft be founded 
upon the two former forts; they are the 
matter to which, in this.cafe, Fafhion and 
Cuftom only give the different fhapes and 
impreffions. Whoever has the two firft 
forts, will eafily acquire this third fort of 
good breeding, which depends fingly up- 
on attention and obfervation.. It is proper- 
ly the polilh, the luftre, the laft finifhing 
ftrokes of good-breeding. A man of fenfe, 
therefore, carefully attends to the local 
manners of the refpedlive places where he 
is, and takes for his models thofe perfons 
whom he obferves to be at the head of the 
falhion and good-breeding. He watches 
how they addrefs themfelves to their fuper 
riors, how they accoft their equals, and 
how they treat their inferiors ; and lets 
none of thofe little niceties efcape him, 

| which are to good-breeding what the laft 
; delicate and mafterly touches are to a 1 good pidture, and which the vulgar have 

1 no notion of, but by which good judges 
L diftinguilh the mafter. He attends even 
I to their air, drefs, and motions, and imi- 

N z tates 
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tates them liberally, and not fervilely; he 
copies, but does not mimic. Thefe per- 
fonal graces are of very great confequence. 
They anticipate the fentiments, before 
merit can engage the underftanding; they 
captivate the heart, “and give rife, I believe, 
to the extravagant notions of charms and 
philters. Their effects were fo furprifing, 
that they were reckoned fupernatural. 

In fhort, as it is necelfary to poffefs 
learning, honour and virtue, to gain the 
eftetta and admiration of mankind; fo po- 
litenefs arid good-breeding are equally 
necefl'ary to render us agreeable in con- 
verfation and common life. Great talents 
are above the generality of the world, 
who neither poffefs them themfelves, nor 
are competent judges of them in others; 
but all are judges of the leffer talents, fuch 
as civility, affability, and an agreeable ad- 
drefs and manner ; becaufe they feel the 
good eftedls of them, as making fociety 
eafy and agreeable. 

To conclude: be affured, that the pro- 
foundeft learning, without good-breeding, 

is 



GOOD-BREEDING. 149 
is unwelcome and tirefome pedantry; that 
a man who is not perfectly well-bred, is 
unfit for good company, and unwelcome 
in it; and that a man who is not well- 
bred is full as unfit for bufmefs as for 
company. 

Make, then, good-breeding the great 
objeft of your thoughts and ad ions. Ob- 
ferve carefully the behaviour and manners 
of thofe who are diftinguiflied by their 
good-breeding; imitate, nay, endeavour 
to excel, that you may at leaft reach them; 
and be convinced that good-breeding is 
to all wordly qualifications, what charity 
is to all Chriftian virtues. Obferve how 
it adorns merit, and how often it covers 
the want of it. 
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