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ARABIAN NIGHTS 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

VOLUME II. 

Tbe Story of the Christian Merchant continued. 
NEXT day I drefled myftlf pretty handfomely, ard ordered fome of the fined and richeft of my bales to be picked out. and carried by my flaves to the Cir- cadian bezeftein *, whither I went myfelf. I no fooner got thither than I was furrounded by brokers and criers that had heard of my arrival. I gave patterns of my fluffs to feveral of the criers, who went and carried them, and fhowed them all over to the bezeftein, but none of the merchants offered near fo much as they had coft me in prime coft and carriage. This^exed me, and the criers obferving I was diffatisfied : If you will take our advice, faid they, we will put you in a way of fell- ing your fluffs without lofing by them. The brokers and the criers having thus promifed to put me in a way of lofing nothing by my goods, I afked them what courfe they would have me take l Divide your goods, faid they, among feveral merchants, and they will fell them by retail: and twice a-week, that is, on Mondays and Tuefdays, you may receive what mo- ney they take : By this means you will gain inftead of 

* A bezeftein is a public place, where filk fluffs and other precious things are expofed to late. VOL. II, A 



ARABIAN- NIGHTS 
lofing, and the merchants will get by you : And in the mean time, you will have time to take your pleafure, and walk up and down the town, or to go upon the Nile. I took their advice, and carried them to my ware- houfe ; from whence I brought all my goods to the be- zeftein, and there divided them among the merchants that they reprefented as molt reputable and able to pay; and the merchants gave me a formal receipt before wit- nefies, ftipulating withal, that I Ihould not make any demand upon them for the firft month. Having thus regulated my affairs, my mind was taken up with other fort of things than the ordinary pleafures. I contradted friendlhip with divers perfons almoft of the fame age with myfelf, who took care I did not want company. After the firft month expired, I began to vifit my merchants twice a-week, taking along with me a public officer to infpedt their books of fale, and a banker to fee they paid me in good money, and to re- gulate the value of the feveral fpecies; and fo every pay- day 1 had a good fum of money to carry home to my lodging. I went neverthelefs on the other days to pafs the morning, fometimes at a merchant’s houfe, and fometimes at Tome other perfon’s. In fine, I diverted myfelf in converting with one or other, and feeing what pafled in the bezeftein. One Monday, as I fat in a merchant’s fhop, whofe name was Bcdreddin, a lady of quality, as one might eafity perceive by her air, her habit, and her being at- tended by a fhe [lave in neat clothes ; this lady, I fay, came into the Ihop, and fat down by me r Her excel- lent appearance, joined to a natural grace that fhined through all fire did, infpired me with a longing defire to know her better than I did. I was at a lofs to know whether Ihe obferved that I took pleafure in gazing Upon her, but Ihe tucked up the crape that hung down over the mufiiu which coveted her face, and fo gave me the opportunity of feeing her large black eyes, which perfectly charmed me. In fine, (he ferewed my love to the height by the agreeable found of her voice, and her 
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genteel graceful carriage in faluting the merchant, and afking him how he did fince (he faw him laft. After entertaining him fome time upon indifferent things, (he gave him to know that (he wanted a fort of ftuff with a ground of gold ; that (he came to his (hop as affording the belt choice of any in all the bezeftein, and if he had any fuch as (he afked for, he would oblige her in (howing them. Bedreddin (bowed her feveral pieces, one of which (he pitched upon, and he afked for it eleven hundred drams of filver. I agree, faid (he, to give you fo much, but I have not money enough about me, fo I hope you will give me credit till to-mor- row, and in the mean time allow me to carry off the ftuff. I (hall not fail, added (he, to fend you to-morrow the eleven hundred drams I agreed for. Madam, faid Bedreddiu, I would give you credit with all my heart, and allow you to carry off the ftuff if it were mine, but it belongs to that young man you fee here, and this day is the day on which we ftate our accounts. Why, faid the lady in a furprife, why do you offer to ufe me fo ? Am not I a cuftomer to your (hop ? And as often as I have bought of you, and carried home the things with- out paying ready money for them, did I ever fail to fend you your money next morning ? Madam, faid the mer- chant, it is true, but this very day I have occafion for money. There, (aid (he, throwing the ftuff to him, take your ftuff; may God c—nf—d you and all the mer- chants that are: you are all of you of one kidney, you refped nobody. This faid, (he rofe up in a paffion, and walked out. When 1 faw that the lady walked off, I found in my bread a great concern for her; fo I called her back, faying. Madam, do me the favour to return, perhaps I can find a way to content you both. In fine, back (he came, faying, it was for the love of me that (he com- plied. Mr Bedreddin, faid I to the merchant, what do you fay you muft have for this ftuff that belongs to me. I muft have, faid he, eleven hundred drams ; I cannot take lefs. Give it to the lady then, faid I, let her take 



4 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
it home with her; I allow a hundred drams profit to j yourfelf, and {hall now write you a note empowering* you to difcount that fum upon the other goods yoi have of mine. In fine, I wrote, figned, and deliverer the note, and then handed the ftuff to the lady : Ma- dam, faid I, you may take the fluff with you, and as ! for the money, you may either fend it to-morrow or next day ; or, if you will, accept the ftuff as a prefent J from me. 1 beg your pardon, Sir, faid flie, I mean no- thing of that: You ufe me fo very civilly and obligingly that I ought never to fhow my face in the world again j if I did not fhow my gratitude to you. May God, re- ward you in enlarging your fortune ; may you live many years when I am dead ; may the gite of heaven ; be opened to you when you remove to the other world, ' and may all the city proclaim your generofity. Thefe words infpired me with fome affurance : Ma- dam, faid I, I defire no other reward for what fervice I j have done to you, than the happinefs of feeing your ; face; that will repay me with intereft. I had no fooner ’ fpoke, than fhe turned towards me, took off the mullin ; that covered her face, and difcovered to my eyes a kill- j ing beauty. I was fo ftruck with the furprifmg fight, that I could not exprefs my thoughts to her. I could have looked upon her for ever without being cloyed ; but fearing any one (hould take notice, fhe quickly co- 1 

vered her face, and pulling do« n the crape, took up the piece of ftuff, and went away, leaving me in a quite dif- ; 

ferent fort of temper from wnat I w in when I came to the fhop. I continued for fome time in great difor- derand perplexity. Before 1 took ie; vc of the merchant, I alked him if he knew the lady ? Yes, faid he, Ihe is the daughter of an emir, who left he: an imm. nfe for- tune at his death. I went home and fat down to fupper, but could not eat, neither could I fhut my eyes all the night long : I thought it the longeft night in my lifetime. As foon as it was day, I got up, in hopes to fee once more the ob- ject that difturbed my repofe; and to engage her affec- 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 5 
tion, I dreflcd myfelf yet more nicely than I had done the day before. ' I had but juft got to Bedreddin’s (hop, when I faw the lady coming in more magnificent apparel than be- fore, and attended by her (lave. When (he came in, (he did not mind the merchant; but addrefiing herfelf to me. Sir, (aid (he, you fee I am pundtual to my word. I am come on purpofe to pay the fum you was fo kind a> to pafs your word for yefterday, though you had no knowledge of me : Such an uncommon piece of gene- rofity I (hall never forget. Madam, faid I, you had no occafion to be fo hafty : I was well fatisiied as to my money, and am forry you (hould put yourfelf to fo much trouble about it. I had been very unjuft, anfwered (lie, if I had abufed your generofity. With thefe words, (he clapped the money into my hand, and fat down by me. Having this opportunity of converfing with her, I made the beft ufe of it, and mentioned to her the love I had for her; but (he rofe and left me very abruptly, as if (he had been angry with the declaration I had made. I followed her with my eyes as long as (he was in fight; and as foon as (he was out of fight, I took leave of the merchant, and walked out of the bezeftein without knowing where I went. I was mufing upon this adven- ture, when I felt fomebody pulling me behind; and turn- ing about to fee who it was, I had the agreeable furprife to perceive it was the lady’s (lave. My miftrefs, faid the (lave, I mean the young lady you fpoke with but now in the merchant’s (hop, wants to fpeak one word with you; fo if you pleafe to give yourfelf the trouble to follow me, I will conduft you. Accordingly I followed her, and found my miftrefs flaying for me in a banker’s (hop. She made me fit down by her, and fpoke to this pur- pofe : ‘ Dear Sir, (faid (he), do not be furprifed that I left you fo abruptly: I thought it not proper, before that merchant, to give a favourable anfwer to the dif- covery you made of your affedtion to me. Bat to fpeak the truth, I was fo far from being offended at it, that I was pleafed when I heard it; and I account myfelf in* 
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finitely happy in having a man of true merit for my lo- ver. I do not know what imprefiion the firft fight of me could make upon you ; but I allure you, I no fooner faw you than I had tender thoughts of you. Since yef- terday I have done nothing but thought of what you ; faid to me; and the hafte I made to come and find you out this morning, may convince you I have no fmall re- ; gard for you.’ Madam, faid I, tranfported with love and joy, nothing can be more agreeable to me than ‘ what I now hear ; no paffion can be greater than that with which I love you : Since the happy moment I call my eyes upon you, my eyes were then dazzled with fo many charms, that my heart yielded without refiltance. Do not let us trifle away the time in needlefs difcourfe, : laid Ihe,' interrupting me: I make no doubt of your lincerity, and you (hall quickly be convinced of mine. Will you do me the honour to come to my home ? Or, | if you .will, I will come to yours. Madam, faid I, I am | a ftranger Ibdged in a khan, which is not a proper place | for the reception of a lady of your quality and merit, j It is more proper, Madam, for me to come to you at ;i your home, if you will pleafe to tell me where it is. i The lady complying with this defire, 1 I live (faid Ihe) in Devotion-ftreet ; come next Friday, after noon j prayers, and alk for the houfe of Abbon Schamam, fir- j named Bercout, late mailer of the emirs; there you | will find me.' This faid, we parted, and I pafied the | next day in great impatience. On Friday I got up betimes, and put on my belt j clothes, with fifty pieces of gold in my pocket; Thus I prepared, I mounted an afs I had befpoke the day be- <1 fore, and fet out, accompanied by the man that let me j the afs. When we came to Devotion llreet, 1 direded ] the owner of the afs to inquire for the houfe I wanted to be at: Accordingly he inquired, and condudled me thither. I paid him liberally, and fent him back ; di- recting hirn to obferve narrowly where he left me, and not to fail to come back with the afs to-mqrrow morn- ing to carry me back again, 
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I knocked at the door, and prefently two little girl Oaves, white as fnow, and neatly drefled, came and opened it. ‘ Be pleafed to come in, Sir, (faid they), our miftrefs expedts you impatiently; thefe two days Oie has fpoke of nothin but you.’ So I entered the court, and faw a great pavilion raifed upon fcven fteps, and furrounded with iron rails that parted it from a very pie.fant garden. Befides the trees which embellilhed the profpedt, and formed an agreeable fhade, there was an i'.finite number of other trees loaded with all man- ner of fruit. I was charmed with the warbling of a great number of birds, that joined their notes to the murmurings of a very high water-work in the middle of a ground-plot enamelled with flowers. This water- work was a very agreeable fight; Four large gilded dra- gons adorned the angles of the bafon, which was of a fquare form ; and thefe dragons fpouted out water clearer than rock cryftal. This delicious place gave me a charming idea of the conqueft I had made. The two little Haves conduded me into a parlour magnificently furnifhed, and while one of them went to acquaint her miftrefs with my arrival, the other tarried behind, and pointed out to me the ornaments of the hall. I did not tarry long in the hall, faid the young man of Bagdad, ere the lady I loved appeared, adorned with pearls and diamonds; but the fplendour of her eyes did far outfhine that of her jewels. Her (hapes, which were now not difguifed by the habit ufual in the ftrects, were extremely fine and charming. 1 need not mention with what joy we received one another, that leaves all ex- preffion far behind it; I (hall only tell you that when the firft compliments were over, we fat both down upon a fofa, and there entertained one another with all ima- ginable fatisfadtion. After that we had the moft deli- cious meffes ferved up to us; and after eating, continued our difeourfe till night. At night we had excellent wine brought up, and fuch fruit as is apt to promote drink>. ing ; and timed our cups to the found of mufical inftru- roentsjgined to the voices of the Oaves. The lady of ths 
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houfe fung herfelf, and by her fongs fcrewed up my paf- j lion to the height. In fine, I palled the night in a full enjoyment of all manner of pleafure. Next morning 1 flipt under the bolfter of the bed the i purfe with the fifty pieces of gold I had brought with me, and took leave of the lady, who alked me when I; would fee her again ? ‘ Madam, (faid I), I give you my 1 promife to return this night.’ She feemed tranfported ' with myanfwer, and, conducing me to the door, con- ■ jured me at parting to be mindful of my promife. The fame man that had carried me thither waited for j me with his afs to carry me home again ; fo I mounted 1 the afs, and went ftraight home, ordering the man to come to me again in the afternon at a certain hour ; to 1 

fecure which, 1 would not pay him till the time came. ■ As foon as I arrived at my lodging, my firft care was to order my folks to buy a good lamb and feveral forts J of cakes, which I fent by a porter as a prefent to the 1 lady. When that was done, I minded my ferious affairs j till the owner of the afs came : Then I went along with i him to the lady’s houfe, and was received by her with ; as much joy as before, and entertained with equal mag- nificence. Next morning I took leave, and left her another pnrfe j with fifty pieces of gold. I continued to vilit the lady l every day, and to leave her every time a purfe of fifty pieces of gold, till the merchants whom I employed to i fell my cloth, and whom I vifited regularly twice a- week, owed me nothing ; I continued thefe chargeable vifits till I came to be moneykfs, and even hopelefs of j having any more. In this defperate condition I walked out of my lodging, not knowing what courfe to take, and by chance Iteered towards the caftle, where there was a great crowd of people to fee the fultan of Egypt. As foon as I came up to them, 1 wedged in among the crowd, and by chance happened to ftand by a cavalier well mounted and handfomely clothed, who had upon the bow> of his faddle a bag half open, with a firing of 
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preen lilk hanging out of it. I clapped my hand to the bag, concluding the filk-twift might be the ftring of a purfe within the bag: In the mean time a porter, with a load of wood upon his back, pafied by the other fide of the horfe, fo near that the gentleman on horfeback was forced to turn his head toward^ him to avoid being rubbed by the wood. In that very minute did the devil tempt me ; I took the ftring in one hand, and with the other laid open the mouth of the bag, and pulled out the purfe fo dexteroufly that nobody perceived it. The purfe was heavy, and fo I did not doubt but there was gold or filver in it. As foon as the porter had paffed the cavalier, who probably had fome fufpicion of what I had done while his head was turned, prefently put his hand to his bag, and finding his purfe was gone, gave me fuch a blow, that he knocked me down. This violence fhocked all that faw it; fome took hold of the horfe’s bridle to ftop the gentleman, and know of him what reafon he had to beat me, or how he came to treat a Mufiulman after that rate. ‘ Do not you trouble yourfelves, (faid he), with a briik tone, I had reafon enough for what I did; this fellow is a thief.' In fine, every one took my part, and'cried he was a liar, for that it was incredible a young man, fuch as I, Ihould be guilty of fo foul an aftion ; but while they were holding his horfe by the bridle to favour my efcape, unfortunately came by the judiciary judge, who,feeing fueh a crowd about the gentleman on horfeback and me, came up and alked what the matter was? Every body refle&ed on the gentleman for treat- ing me fo unjuftly upon the pretence of robbery. The judge did not give ear to all that was fud on my behalf; but alked the cavalier if he fufpedted any body elfe befides me ? The cavalier told him he did not, and gave his reafons why he believed his fufpicion not to be groundlefs. Upon this the judge ordered his followers to feize me, and fearch me, which they prefently did ; and finding the purfe upon me, expofed it to the view of all the people. The lhame was fo great I could not 
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bear it, but I fwooned away. la the mean time tbq judge called for the purfe. When the judge had got the purfe in his hand, h? afked the hoifeman if it was his, and how much money was in it ?.The cavalier knew it to be his own, and af- fured the judge he had put twenty fequins into it. UpJ on that the judge called me before him, ‘ Come, young; man, (faid he), eonfefs the truth. Was it you that took1 

the gentleman’s purfe from him ? Do not put yourfely to the trouble of torture to extort confeffion.’ Then I: looked down with my eyes, thinking within myfelf that; if I denied the fadt, they, finding tie purfe about me,; would convidt me of a lie ; fo to avoid a double punilh-' ment, I looked up and confeffed it was I. I had no; fooner made this confeffion than the judge called people) to witnefs it, and ordered my hand to be cut off. This I bard fcntence was put in execution immediately upon; the fpot, to the great regret of all the fpedtators ; nay,: I obferved by the cavalier’s countenance, that he.was! moved with pity as much as the reft. This judge : likewife would have ordered my foot to be cut off, but) I begged the cavalier to intercede for my pardon, which 1 he did, and obtained it. When the judge was gone, the cavalier came up to me, nd holding out the purfe, ‘ I fee plainly (faid he)i that it was neceffity put you upon an aftion fo difgrace-1 

ful and unworthy of fuch a handfome young man as you are. Here take that fatal purfe, i freely give it you, and am heartily forry for the misfortune you have under- gone.’ This faid, he went away ; and 1 being very weak by reafon of my lofs of blood, fome of the good people that lived that way had the charity to carry me into one of their houfes, and gave me a glafs of wine ; they like- wife dreffed my aim, and wrapped up the difmembered band in cloth. If I had returned to the khan where I lodged, I fhould not have found there fuch relief as I wanted ; and to offer to go to the young lady’s was running a great ha- jrard, it being likely fhe would not look upon me after 
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fuch an infamous thing had befallen me. However, I re- folved to put it to the trial; and to tire out the crowd that followed me, I turned down feveral by-ftreets, and at laft arrived at my lady’s, very weak, and fo much fa- tigued, that I prefently threw me down upon a fofa, keeping my right arm under my coat, for I took great care to conceal my misfortune. In the mean time, the lady hearing of my arrival, and that I was not well, came to me in all hafte'; ‘ My dear foul, (faid Ihe), what is the matter with you ?’ Madam, faid I, 1 have got a violent pain in my head. The lady feemed to be mightily afflifted with my pretended ill- refs, and alked me to fit down, for I had got up to re- ceive her. ‘ Tell me (faid Ihe) how your illnefs came ; the lalt time I had the pleafure to fee you, you was very well: There mutt be fomething elfe that you con-, ceal from me, prithee let me know what it is.’ I flood filent, and inftead of an anfwer, tears trickled down my cheeks. ‘ I cannot conceive (faid Ihe) what it is that afflids you. Have I given you any occafion to be un- eafy ? or do you come on purpofe to tell me you do not love me ?’ It is not that Madam, faid 1, fetching a deep figh, your unjuft fufpicion is an addition to my evil. I could not think of difcovering to her the true caufe. When night came fupper was brought, and ihe prelTed me to eat; but confidering I could only feed myfelf with my left hand, I begged to be excufed, upon the plea of having no ftomach. ‘ Your ftomach will come to you, (faid Ihe), if you would but difcover what you fo obftinately hide from me. Your inappetency, with- out doubt, is only owing to the averfion you have to a difcovery.’ ‘ Alas ! Madam, (faid I), I find 1 muft dif- cover at laft.’ I had no fooner fpoke thefe words than Ihe filled me a cup of wine : ‘ Drink that, (faid Ihe), it will give you alTurance.’ So I reached out my left hand, and took the cup. When I had got the cup in my hand, I redoubled my tears and fighs : Why do you figh and cry fo bitterly ? feid the lady j ajei why do you take the cup with your 
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left hand rather than your right? Ah! Madam, faid I, ei cufe me, I befeech you, I have got a fwelling in my rig! hand. Let me fee that fwelling, faid (he, I will open i I defired to be excufed upon that head, alleging thj tumour was not ripe enough for opening ; and dram the cupful, which was very large. In fine, the (teams the wine, joined to my weaknefs and wearinefs, fet r afieep, and I dept very found till next morning. In the mean time, the lady, curious to know wh; ailment I bad in my right hand, lifted up my coat tha! covered it, and faw, to her great aftonifiiment, that il was cut off, and that I had brought it along with ms wrapped in a cloth. She prefently apprehended wha| was my reafon for declining a difcovery, notwithftand- ing all the prefling inftances (he made ; and pafied ths whole night in the greatt ft uneafinefs upon my difgrac^, which (lie concluded had been occafioned by the love 1 bore to her. When I awaked, I difcerned by her countenance that (he was extremely grieved. However, that (he mightj not increafe my uneafinefs, (he faid never a word. She called for jelly broth of fowl, which (he had ordered td be got ready, and made me eat and drink to recruit my* ftrength. After that, I offered to take leave of her, but (he declared I ftiould not go out of her doors: ‘ Though you tell me nothing of the matter, (faid (he), I am per4 fuaded I am the caufe of the misfortune that is befallen; you : The grief that I feel upon that fcore will quicktyi make an end of me ; hut before I die, I muft do one thing that is defigned for your advantage.’ She had noj fooner faid the word, than ihe called for a public notary and witneffes,- and ordered a writing to be drawn up,* entitling me to her whole eltate. After this was done, and the men difpatched, (he opened a large trunk,! where lay all the purfes I had given her from the com-1 
mencemerit of our amours. ‘ There are tbey all entire,’ (faid (he), I have not touched one of them : Here, take: the key, the trunk is your’s. After I had returned her. thanks for her generofity and bounty, What I do for] 
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you (faid JTie) is nothing at all; I (hall not be fatisfied unlefs I die, to fhow how much I love you. I conjured her, by all the powers of love, to drop fuch a fatal re- folution; but all my remonftrances were ineffedual, (he was fo afflicted to fee me have but one hand, that (he lickened and died, after five or fix weeks illnefs. After mourning for her death as long as was decent, I took poffefiion of all her eftate, a particular account of which (he gave me before die died; and the corn you fold for me was part of it. What 1 have now told you will influence you to ex- cufe me for eating with my left hand. I am mightily obliged to you for the trouble you have given yourfelf on my account. I can never make fufficient acknow- ledgement of your fidelity. Since God has (till given me a competent eftate, notwithftanding I have fpent a great deal, I beg you to accept oi the fum now in your hand as a prefeut f om me. Over and above this, I have a propofal to make t you, which is this: For as much as, by reafon of this fatal accident, I am ob- liged to depart Cairo, 1 am refolved never to fee it more. So if you will pleafe to accompany me, we will trade together as equal partners, and divide the profit. i thanked the young man, faid the Chriftim mer- chant, for the prefent he made me ; and as to the pro- pofal of travelling with him, 1 willingly embraced it, afluring him that his interdt (hould always be as dear to me as my own. We fet a day for our departure, and accordingly en* tered upon our travels. We pilled through Syria and Mefopotamia, travelled all over Perfia; and after (lop- ping at feveral cities, came at laft. Sir, to your metro- polis. Some time after our arrival in this place, the young man having formed a dtfign of returning to Per- fia, and fettling there, we fettled our accounts, and part- ed very good friends. So he went from hence, and 1, Sir, continue here at your majefty’s fervice. Tins, Sir, is the (lory I had to tell you : Does not your majelly find it yet more furpriling than that of the crooked buffoon ? VOL. II. £ 
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The fultan of Cafgar fell into a paflion againft the Chriftian merchant: You are very bold (faid he) to tell me a ftory fo little worth my hearing, and then to compare it to that of my jefter. Can you flatter your- felf fo far as to believe that the trifling adventures of a young rake can make fuch an impreffion upon me as! thofe of my jefter ? Well, I am refolvedto hang you alt four to revenge his death. This faid, the purveyor fell down at the fultan’s feet. • ‘ Sir, (faid he), I humbly befeech your majefty to fufpend j your juft wrath, and hear my ftory; and if my ftory ap- pears to your majefty to be prettier than that of your jefter, to pardon us all four. The fultan having granted; his requeft, the purveyor began thus. 

The Story told by the Sultan ofCafgar’s PURVEYOR, j 
SIR, a perfon of quality invited me yefterday to his J daughter’s wedding ; accordingly I went to his houfe | at the hour appointed, and found there a large com- I pany of doftors, minifters of juftice, and others of the 1 heft quality in the city. After the ceremony was over, ] we had a fplendid treat; and among other things fet upon the table, there was a courfe of garlic fauce, which ! indeed was very delicious and palatable to everybody; , only we obferved that one of the guefts did not offer to ! touch it, though it flood juft before him, and thereupon we invited him to do as we did ; but he conjured us . not to prefs him upon that head: ‘ I will take care (faid he) not to touch any thing that has garlic in it ; ; I remember well what the tafting of fuch a thing coft me once before.’ We entreated him to tell us what was the occafion of his fo ftrong averfion to garlic : But before he had time to make anfwer, ‘ Is it thus (faid the mafter of the houfe) that you honour my table ? This ragoo is excellent, do not you pretend to be ex- cufed from eating of it; you muft do me that favour as well as the reft.’ ‘ Sir, (faid the gentleman, who was a Bagdad merchant), I hope you do not think I refufe to gat of it out of miitaken nicety, if you will have me eat 
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of it I will do it; but (till upon this condition, that after eating of it, 1 may walh my hands, with your good leave, forty times with * alcali, forty times more with the allies of the fame plant, and forty times again with foap. I hope you will not take it ill that I ftipulate this con- dition, in purfuance of an oath I have made never to t .fte garlic without obferving it’ The mafter of the houfe would not difpenfe with the merchant from eating of the ragoo with garlic, and there- fore ordered his ftsfvant to get ready a bafon with water, together with alcali^ the aihes of the fame plant, and foap, that the merchant might wafh as often as he plea- fed. When every thing was got ready. Now, laid he to the merchant, 1 hope you will do as we do. The merchant, difpleafed with the violence that wa* offered him, reached out his hand to take up a bit, which he put to his mouth trembling, and ate with a reluc- tancy that furprifed us all. But the greateft furprife of all was, that he had only four fingers and no thumb, which none of us obferved before, though he had ate of pther dirties. ‘ You have loft your thumb, (faid the mafttr of the houfe), how came that about? It muft have bee * occafiontd by fome extraordinary accident: A relation of which will be agreeable entertainment to the company.’ ‘ Sir, (replied the merchant), I have not a thumb either on the right hand nor on the left.’ In fpeaking this, he (bowed us his left hand as well as his right. ‘ But this is not all, (continued he), 1 have not a great toe on either of my feet! 1 hope you will take my word for it. I was maimed in this manner by an un- heard of accident, which i am willing to relate to you, if you will have the patience to hear me. The relation will equally aftoailh you, and affeft you with pity; only fuffer me to wafti my hands firft.’ With‘this he rofe from the table, and after wafhing his hands an hundred and twenty times, took his place again, and recounted the ftory as follows. 

* This is called in Englifli fait wort. 
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You muft know, gentlemen, that in the reign of the Caliph Haroun Alraichid, my father lived at Bagdad, the place of my nativity, and was reputed one of the richeft merchants in the city: But, being a man mightily addidted to his pleafures, a man that loved an irregular; i life, and negledted his priv.de affairs, inftead of leaving' me a plentiful fortune at his death, he left me in fuch a] condition, that all the economy 1 could matter was * fcarce fufficient to clear his debts. However, with much; ado, I paid them all, and, through-my induftry and care, j my little fortune began to look with a fmiling counte- | nance. One moming as I opened my fhop, a lady mounted upon a mule, and attended by an eunuch and two wo- men (laves, (topped near my (hop-door, and with the afliftance of the eunuch alighted. Madam, faid the ; 

eunuch, I told you you would be too foon, you fee j there is nobody yet in the bezeftein ; if you had taken , my advice, you might have laved yourfelf the troublt j of waiting here. The lady looked all round her, and j finding there was no fhop open but mine, addrefl'ed herfelf to me, alking leaye to lit in my drop till the reft t of the merchants came : So I could do no lefs than re- turn a civil anfwer, and invite the lady into my fhop. , The lady fat down in my (hop, and obferving there ] was nobody in the whole bezeftein but the eunuch and I, uncovered her face to take the air ; and I mutt fay I . never faw any thing fo pretty in my lifetime: I no fooner. had a light of her face than I loved her; in courfe I fixed my eyes upon her, and perceived that fhe was not dif- pleafed with my ogling, for fhe gave me a full oppor- tunity to look upon her, and did not cover her face but when fhe was afraid of being taken notice of. After fhe had pulled down her veil again, (he told me flie wanted feveral forts of the richeft and fineft (tuffs, and alked me if I had them ? ‘ Alas! Madam, (faid I), I am but a young man, and juft beginning the world ; I have not ftock enough for fuch great concerns ; and it is a mortification to me that I have nothing to (how you 
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fuch as you want: But to fave you the trouble of going from thop to (hop, as foon as the mercha ts come, I will go, if you pleafe, and fetch from them what you want, with the lowed prices ; and fo you may do your buli- nefs w ithout going any farther.’ She complied with my propofals, and entered into difcourfe with me, which continued fo much the longer, that 1 ftill made her be- lieve the merchants that could mrnifti what Ihe wanted were not yet come. I was no lefs charmed with her wit than I had been before with the beauty of her face ; but there was a ne- ceffity of denying myi'elf the pleafure of her converfa- tion : I ran out to feek for the ftuffs (he wanted, and after (he had pitched upon what Ihe liked, we (truck, the price at five thouland drams of coined filver; fo I wrapped up the fluffs in a fmall bundle, and g ive it to the eunuch, who put it under his arm : this done, (he rofe and took leave. 1 ftill continued to look after her, till (he had got at the bezeftein-gate, and mounted her mule again. The lady had no fooner difappeared than I perceived that love is the caufe of great overfights : It had fo en- grofled all my thoughts, that truly I did not mind that ihe went off without paying the money; neither had I the confideration to alk who (he was, or where (he dwelt. However, I conlidered 1 was accountable for a large fum to the merchants, who, perhaps, would not have the patience to flay for their money; and fo I went to them, and made the beft excufe 1 could, pretending that I knew the lady ; and then came home equally af- fefted with love, and with the burden of fuch a heavy debt. 1 had defired my creditors to flay eight days for their money ; and when the eight days wtre paft, they did not fail to dun me: Then I entreated them to give me eight days more, which they agreed to; and the very next day i faw the lady come to the bezeftein, mounted on her mule, with the fame attendants as before, and ex- aitiy at the fame hour of the day. d 3 
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She came ftraight to my (hop. I have made you flay fome time, faid (he, but here is your money at laft, carry it to a banker, and fee it is all good. The eunuch, who brought me the money, went along with me to the banker’s, and we found it very right. Then I came back again, and had the happinefs of converfing with 1 the lady till all the (hops of the bezeftein were open : i Though we talked but of -,dinary things, (he gave them J fuch a turn that they appeared new and uncommon ; 1 and convinced me that I was not miftaken in admiring ' her wit, when I converfed with her. As foon as the merchants were come, and had opened their (hops, I carried to the refpedtive men the money : that was due for their fluffs, and was readily intruded i with more, which the lady had defired to fee. In (hort, the lady took fluffs to the vafue of an hundred pieces of gold, and carriedthem away again without paying for them ; nay, without faying one word, or giving me to i know who (he was. I was aftoniftied when I conhdered that at this rate (he left me without any fecurity of not ■ being troubled, if (he never came again. She has paid *1 me, thinks 1 to myfelf, a good round fum, but (lie leaves j me in the lurch for another that runs much deeper. Sure (he cannot be a cheat; it is not poffible (he can have any fuch defign to inveigle me to my ruin : The } merchants do not know her, they will all come upon me. In (hort, my love was not fo powerful as to guard off the uneafinefs I was under when 1 reflected upon all circumftances. A whole month palfed before 1 heard j ariy thing of my lady again ; and during that time the j alarm grew higher and higher everyday. Themer- ' chants were impatient for their money ; and to fatisfy thena, I was even going to fell off all I had, when the lady returned one morning with the fame equipage as before. Take your weights, faid fhe, and weigh the gold I have brought you. Thefe words difpelled my fear, and in- , flamed my love. Before we told down the money, fhe afked me feveral queflions, and particularly if I was married ? I made aufwer, I never was,. Then reaching 
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out the gold to the eunuch, let us have your interpola- tion, faid fhe, to accommodate our matters : Upon which the eunuch fell a laughing, and calling me alide, made me weigh the gold : while I was weighing the gold, the eunuch whifpered in my ear, I know by your eyes you love this lady, and I am furprifed to find that you have not the afiurance to difclofe your love to her : She loves you more paffionately than you do her. Do you imagine that (he has any real occafion for your fluffs ? She only makes an errand to come hither, becaufe you have ini'pired her with a violent p.affion. Do but afk her the queftion : it will be your own fault only if you do not marry her. It is true, laid I, I have had a love for her from the firft moment that 1 call my eyes upon her ; but I durft not afpire to the happinefs of thinking my love acceptable to her. I am entirely her’s, and fhall not fail to retain a grateful fenfe of your good of- fices in that matter. In fine, I made an end of weighing the gold, and while I was putting it into the-bag, t}ie eunuch turned to the lady, and told I was fatisfied ; that being the word they had both agreed upon between themfelves. Prefently after that the lady rofe and took leave; telling me fhe would fend the eunuch to me, and that I fhould do what he directed me to do in her name. I carried every one of the merchants their money, and waited fome days with impatience for the eunuch. At laft he came. I entertained the eunuch very kindly, and alked him how his miftrefs did ? You are, faid he, the happidt lover in the world ; (lie is quite fick of love for you y fhe covets extremely to fee you ; and were fhe the mif- trefs of her own conduft, would not fail to come to you, and willingly pafs all the moments of her life in your company. Her noble mien and graceful carriage, faid 1, gave me to know that fhe was a lady beyond the conomon level. The judgement ypu have formed upon that head, faid the eunuch, is very juft ; fhe is the fa- vourite of Zobei4e> the caliph's lady, who has brought, 
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her up from her infancy, and entrufts her with all her’' affairs. Having a mind to marry, (he has declared to the caliph’s lady that /he has caft her eyes upon you,] and defired her confent. Zobeide told her /he agreed to it, only /he had a mind to fee you firft, in order to judge if /he had made a good choice ; the which if fhe,i had, Zobeide meant to defray the charges of the tved-* ding. Thus you fee your felicity is certain ; lince you j have pleafed the favourite, you will be equally agreeable \ to the mi/trefs, who feeks only to oblige her favourite, and would by no means thwart her inclination. In fine, I all you have to do is to come to the palace. I am lent! hither to call you, fo you will pleafe come to a refo- ; lution. My refolve is formed already, faid I, and I am ; ready to follow you whitherfoever you pleafe to con- dudt me. Very well, faid the ennuch; but you know ' men are not allowed to enter the ladies apartments in 1 the palace, and fo you muft be introduced with great fecrecy: The favourite lady has contrived the mat- | ter very well. Upon your fide you are to a6t your part, ' and that very difcreetly; for if you do not, your life is at ■ flake. I gave him repeated aflurances of a punctual perform- j ance of whatever /hould be enjoined me. Then, faid S he, in the evening you muft be at the moftjue built by j the caliph’s lady on the bank of the Tigris, and ftay i there till one comes to call you. I agreed to all he pro- pofed ; and after pa/Iing the day in great impatience, 1 

went in the evening to the prayer that is faid an hour I and a half after funfet in the mofque, and there I ftaid 1 

jfter all the people were gone. Soon after I law a boat making up to the mofque, the rowers of which were all eunuchs, who came on /hore, and put feveral large trunks into the mofque, and then retired; only one of them ftaid behind, whom I perceived to be the fame eunuch that had all along ac- companied the lady, and had been with me that mgnr- ing. Much about the fame time I faw the lady enter the mofque; and, making up to her, told her I was 
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ready to obey her orders. Come, come, faid the, we have no time to lofe : With that (he opened one of the trunks, and bid me get into it, that being neceffary both for her fafety and mine. Fear nothing, added (he, leave the management of all the reft to me. I confidered with myfelf I had gone too far to look back, and fo obeyed her orders; upon which (he locked the trunk. This done, the eunuch that was her confident called the other eunuchs who had brought in the trunks, and ordered them to carry them on board again. Then the lady and eunuch re-embarked, and the boatmen rowed to Zobeide’s apartment. In the mean time I refledted very ferioufiy upon the danger to which I had expofed myfelf, and made vow* and prayers, though it was then too late. The boat put into the palace-gate, and the trunks were carried into the apartment of the officer of the eunuchs, who keeps the key of the ladies apartments, and fuffers nothing to enter without a narrow infpec- fion. The officer was then in bed, and fo there was a fieceflity of calling him up. The officer of the eunuchs was angry that they fhould break his reft, and chid the favourite lady feverely for coming home fo late : You fhall not come off fo eafily as you think; for, faid he, not one of thefe trunks (hall pafs till I have opened them every one. At the fame time he commanded the eunuchs to bring them before him, and open them one by one. The firft they began with was that where I lay, which run me to the laft degree of confternation. The favourite lady, who had the key of that trunk, protefted it fhould not be opened. You know very- well, faid (he, I bring nothing hither but what is to ferve Zobeide, your miftrefs and mine. This trunk, conti- nued (lie, is filled with rich goods that I had from fame merchants lately arrived, befides a number of bottles of Zemzem water * fent from Mecca ; and if any of thefe 

* There is a fountain at Mecca, which, according to the Mahometans, is a fpring that God Ihowed to Hagar after 
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fhould happen -to break, the goods will be fpoiled, an<jn then you muft anfwer for them. Zobeide will take careM I will warrant you, to refent your infolence. In fine|| fhe ftood up fo tight to the matter that the officer ditffl rot dare to take upon him to open any of the trunkslj Let me go then, laid he, carry them off. Upon than the lady’s apartment was opened, and all the trunks were carried in. They were fcarce got in, when all on a fudden 1 heard the fofc cry. Here is the caliph, here comes the caliph. This put me in fuch a fright, that I wonder I did not die upon the fpot, for in effect it was the caliph.i What haft thou got in thefe trunks, faid he to the far! voutite ? Some fluffs, faid fire, lately arrived, which) your majefty’s lady had a mind to fee. Open them,! cried he, and let mefee them too. She pretendea to excufe herfelf, alleging the (tuffs were only proper for- ladies, and that by opening them his lady would be de- prived of the pleafure of feeing them firft. I fay, open) them, cried the caliph, 1 have a mind to fee them, andi I will fee them. She ftill reprefented that her miftrefsi would be angry with her if fhe opened them : No, no, | faid lie, I will engage (he (hall not fay a word to you for! fo doing : Come, come, open them, I cannot ftay. ; There was a neceffity of obeying, which gave me j fuch (hocking alarms, that 1 tiembled every time I; thought on it. Down fat the caiiph; and the favourite,! ordered all the trunks to be brought before him, one'l after another. Then flic opened them; and to fpin out \ the time, ffiowed all the beauties of each particular (tuff, thinking thereby to tire out his patience: but her ftra- tagem did not take. Being as loth as I to have the trunk, where I lay opened, fhe left that laft. So when all the reft were viewed, Come, fays the caliph, make an end ; let us fee what is in that one. I am at a lofs to teil you 
Abraham was obliged to put her away. The water of this fpring is drunk by way of devotion, and is fent in prefents to the princes and princeffes, 
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whether I was dead or alive that moment, for I little thought of dfcaping fo great a danger. When Zobeide’s favourite faw that the caliph would needs have the trunk opened where I lay, ‘ A1 for this trunk, (fays (he), your majefty will pleafe to difpenfe with the opening of it, there are fome things in it which I cannot (how you without your lady be by.’ ‘ Well, well, (fays the caliph), fince it is fo, I am fatisfied ; order the trunks to be carried away.' The word was no fooner fpoken than the trunks were moved into her chamber, where I began to come to life again. As foon as the eunuchs who had brought them were gone, fhe prefently opened the trunk where I was pri- foner. * Come out, (faid (he), go up thefe ftairs that lead to an upper room, and ftay there till I come.' The door which led to the ftairs (he locked after I was in : and that was no fooner done than the caliph came and clapped him down upon the very trunk where I had been. The occafion of this vifit was a motion of cu- riofity that did not refpedt me. He had a mind to dif- courfe the lady about what (lie had feen or heard in the ! city. So they difeourfed together a pretty while, and then he left her, and retired to his apartment. When the found the coaft clear, (he came to the chamber where I was, and made many apologies for ' the alarms (he had given me. ‘ My unealinefs (faid (he) was no lefs than yours; you cannot well doubt of that, fince I have run the fame ri(k out of love to you ; per- haps another would not have had the prefence of mind to manage matters fo dexteroufiy upon fo tender an oc- cafron ; nothing lefs than the love 1 had -for you could have infpired me with courage to do it. But come, ; take heart, now the danger is over.' After fome tender difeourfe between us, (he told me it was time to go to bed, and that fhe would not fail to introduce me to Zo- beide, her miftrefs, to-morrow, fome hour of the day ; ‘For the caliph never fees her (added (he) but at nights/ Heartened by thefe words, I flept very well; or at leaft whatever interruptions happened to my fleep were 
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agreeable difquietings, caufed by the hopes of enjoying^ lady that was blefied with fuch fparkling wit and beauty The next day, before I was introduced to Zobeide her favourite inftrudted me how to behave before her naming much the fame queflions as fhe put to me, ant dictating the anfwers I was to give. This done, ihe can ried me into a very magnificent and richly furnifhec hall: I was ne f oner entered, than twenty Ihe flaves in rich and uniform habits, came out or Zobeide’i apartment, and placed themfelves very modeftly befor< the throne in two equal rows : they were followed by twenty other ladies, that looked younger, and were clothed after the fame manner ; only their habits ap« peared iomewhat gayer. In the middle of thefe ap peared Zoheide, with a majeftic air, and fo loaded with jewels, that fire could fcarce walk. Then Zobeide went and fat down on the throne, and the favourite ladyi who had accompanied her, juft by her, on her right hand ; the other ladies being placed at fome diftance or each fide of the throne. As foon as the caliph’s lady was fet down, the fiaved that came in firft made a fign for me to approach : So I advanced between the rows they had formed, and proftrated myfelf upon the tapeftry that was under the; princefs’a feet. She ordered me to rife, and did me th« honour to afk my name, my family, and the condition of my fortune ; upon all which I gave her fatisfabtory anfwers, as 1 perceived, not only by her countenance^ but by her words. ‘ I am very glad (laid file) that my daughter, (fo five ufed to call the favourite lady, look- ing upon her as fuch, after the care Ihe had taken ol her education), has made a choice that pleafes me ; I approve of it, and give confent to your marriage : t will give orders myfelf for what is to be done in fo- lemnizing it, but I want her to ftay ten days with me before the folemnity ; and in that time I will fpeak to the caliph, and obtain his confent: Meanwhile, do you ftay here, you fhall be taken care of. I’urluaut to'the caliph’s lady’s orders, I ftaid teiii 
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days in the ladies apartments, and during that time was deprived of the pleafure of feeing the favourite lady ; but was fo well ufed, by her orders, that I had. no reafon to be diflatisfied. * Zobeide told the caliph her refolution of marrying the favourite lady; and the caliph, leaving to her the li- berty of doing upon that head what Ihe pleafed, grant- ed the favourite a confiderable fum to help out her for- tune, When the ten days were expired, Zobeide or- dered the contratt of marriage to be drawn up: and the neceffary preparations being made for the folemnity, the dancers (both men and women) were called in, and there were great rejoicings in the palace for nine days- The tenth day being appointed for the laft ceremony of the marriage, the favourite lady was conducted to a bath, and I to another. At night I fat down to table, and had all manner of rarities ferved up to me, and, among other things, ragoo with garlic, fuch as ye have now forced me to eat of. This ragoo I liked fo well, that 1 fcarce touched any other of the difhes. But fuch. was my unhappinefs, that when I rofe from the table, I only wiped my.hands inftead of walhing them well; a piece of negligence I had never been guilty of before. Though it was then night, the whole apartment of the ladies was as light as day, by means of many illu- minations. Nothing was to be heard all over the pa- lace but mufical inftruments and acclamations of joy. My bride and I were introduced into a great hall, where we were placed upon two thrones The women that attended her made her ihift herfelf feveral times, and painted her face with different forts of colours, accord- ing to the ufual cuftom on wedding days; and every time ihe changed her habit, they expofed her to my view. In fine, all thefe ceremonies being over, we were conducted to the wedding-room ; where, as foon as the company retired, I approached to embrace my miitrefs; but, inftead of anfvvering me with tranfports, the ihoved me off, and cried out moft fearfully ; upon which all rot. ii. c 
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the ladies of the apartment came running into thj chamber to know what the cried for: And for my ow part, I was fo tbunderftruck, that I ftood like a pof ■without the power of fo much as atking what th meant by it. ‘ Dear fitter, (faid they to her), what i the matter ? Let us know it, that we may try to reliev you.’ ‘ Take (faid the) out of my fight that vile fellow. * Why Madam, (faid I), v/herein have I deferved you difpleafure ?’ ‘ You are a villain, (faid the, with furiou paffion) ; whrt, to eat garlic, and not wadi your hands! Do ye think I would fuffer fucb a filthy fellow to toucl me ? Down with him, down with him upon the ground (continued the, addreffing herfelf to the ladies); and pray let me have a good bull’s pizzle.’ In fhort, I waM thrown upon the ground, and while fome held mjil hands, and others my feet, my wife, who was prefently furnithed with a weapon, laid on me molt unmercifully^ till I could fcarce breathe : Then fhe faid to the ladies. * Take him, fend him to the jufticiary judge, and let tht hand be cut off with which he fed upon the garlic ragoo: ‘ God blefs my foul, (cried I), muft I be beat, andf bruifed, and unmercifully mauled, and ftill, to com- plete my affliction, have my hand cut off, and all fori eating of a ragoo with garlic, and forgetting to wafth my hands ? W hat proportion is there between the pu- nithment and the crime ? Plague on the ragoo, plagud bn the cook that dreffed it, and may he be equally un-; happy that ferved it up.’ ;i All the ladies that were by took pity on me when they heard the cutting off of my hand fpoken off.— « Dear Madam, dear lifter, (faid they to the favourite lady), you carry your refentment too far. W?e own he| is a man quite ignorant of the world, that he does not! obferve your quality, and the regards that are due toj you : But we befeech you to overlook and pardon the fault he has committed.’ ‘ I have not received fuitablei; fatisfadtion, (faid Ihe); I will teach him to know the ' world, I will make him bear the fenfible marks of his impertinence, and be cautious hereafter how he taftes 
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a garlic ragoo without wafliing his hands.’ However, they ftill continued their felicitations, and fell down at her feet, and killing her fair hand, ‘ Good Madam, (faid they), in the name of God, moderate your wrath, and grant the favour we requeft,’ She anfvvered never a word, but got up, and, after throwing out a thoufand hard words againft me, walked out of the chamber, and all the lathes followed her, leaving me in inconceivable afflidtion. I continued there ten days, without feeing any body but an old woman-flave that brought me victuals. I a Iked the old woman what was become of the favourite lady ? ‘ She is fick, (faid the old woman), Ihe is fick of the poifoned fmell you infected her with. Why did you not take care to walh your hands after eating of that curfed ragoo ?’ Is it poffible, thought 1 to myfdf, that thefe ladies can be fo nice, and fo vindictive for fo fmall a fault ? In the mean time, I loved my wife notwith- ftanding all her cruelty. One day the old woman told me my fpoufe was re- covered and gone to bathe, and would come to fee me the next day ; fo, faid fhe, I would have you to call up your patience, and endeavour to accommodate yourfelf to her humour. Belides, ihe is a woman of good fenfe and difcretion, and entirely beloved by all the ladies about Zobeide’s court. In effedt, my wife came next night, and accofted me thus: ‘ You fee I am too good in feeing you again, af- ter the affront you have offered me; but ftill I cannot ftoop to be reconciled to you, till I have punifhed you according to your demerit, in not walking your hands after eating the garlic ragoo.’ This faid. She called the ladies, who, by her order, threw me upon the ground ; and, after binding me fait, had the barbarity to cut off my thumbs and great toes themfelves with a razor. One of the ladies applied a certain root to ftaunch the blood; but what by bleeding, and what by the pain, I fwooned away. , When I came to myfelf they gave me wine to drink 



28 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
to recruit my ftrength. ‘ Ah ! Madam, (faid I to my1! wife), if ever I eat of garlic ragoo again, I foletnnly fwear to wafh my hands a hundred and twenty times with the herb alcali, with the allies of the fame plant, and with foap.’ ‘ Well, (replied my wife), upon that condition I am willing to forget what is paft, and livej with you as my hulband.’ This, continued the Bagdad merchant, addrefling himfelf to the company, this is the reafon why I refuftdj £o eat of the garlic ragoo that is now upon the table. To make an end of the Bagdad merchant’s ftory, the ; ladies, faid he, applied to my wounds not only the root i I mentioned to you, but likewife fome ball'am of Mecca,1 which they were morally allured was not adulterated, j becaufe they had it out of the caliph’s own difpenfatory:! By virtue of that admirable balfam was I perfectly cured in a few days ; and my wife and I lived together as ! agreeably as if 1 had never eat of the garlic ragoo. But J having been all my lifetime ufed to the liberty of ran- 1 ging abroad, I was very uneafy at being confined to the | caliph’s palace, and yet I faid nothing of it to my wife, J for fear of difpleafing her. However, Ihe fmelt it; and wanted nothing more herfelf than to get out, for it was \ gratitude alone that made her continue with Zobeide. 3n fine, being a very witty woman, Ihe reprefented, in j lively terms to her miftrefs, the conftraint I was under l in not living in the city with my fellow-companion^, as ] I had always done : This Ihe did foefFe<ftually, that the ij good princefs chofe rather to deprive herfelf of the ; pleafure of having her favourite about her, than not to ‘j grant what Ihe equally defired. In purfuance of this grant, about a month after mar- riage, my wife came into my room with feveral eunuchs, - carrying each of them a bag of filver. When the eunuchs ■were gone : ‘ You never told me (faid Ihe) that you were uneafy in being confined to court, but 1 perceived it very well, and have happily found means to make you contented. My miftvefs Zobeide gives us leave to go‘ 1 

out of the palace ; and here are fifty thoufand fecjuins, 
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of which fhe has imde us a prefent, in order to enable us to live comfortably in the city. Prithee take ten I thoufand of them, and go and buy us a houfe.’ 1 quickly found a houfe for the money ; and after furnilhing it richly, we went and lived in it, and kept ! a great many flaves of both fexes, with a very pretty equipage. In Ihort, we began to live after a very agree- able manner, but it did not laft long. At an year’s end my wife fell lick and died. I might have married again, and lived honourably at Bagdad ; but the curiofity of feeing the world put me upon other thoughts. 1 fold my houfe, and after buy- ing up feveral forts of goods, I went with a caravan to : Peril.,; from Petfia I travelled to Samarcande, and from thence hither. This, faid the purveyor to the fultan of Cafgar, this [ is the ftory that the Bagdad merchant told in a com- ! pany where I was yefterday. ‘ This ftory (faid the ful- tan) has fomething in it that is extraordinary, but it does not come near that of my little Hunch-back/ Then the Jewilh phyfician proftrated himfelf before the fultan’s throne, and riling again, addrefled himfelf to that prince in the following manner : ‘ Sir, if you will be fo good as to hear me, I flatter myfelf you will be pleafed with a ftory I have to tell you.’ ‘ Well fpoke, faid the fultan ; but if it is not more furptifing than that of little riunch-back, do not you expedt to live.’ The Jewifh phyfician, finding the lultan of Cafgar difpofed to hear him, gave the following relation. 

The Story told b) the Jewish Physician. 
SIR, when 1 was a ftudent of phyfic, and juft begin- j ning the pradtice of that noble profefliou with fome re- • putation, a man-flave called me to fee a patient in the \ governor of the city’s family. Accordingly I went, and was carried into a room, where I found a very proper j handfome young man mightily caft down with his con- dition : 1 faluted him, and fat down by him, but he made no return to my complirfients, only a lign with his 
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eyes that he heard me, and thanked me. ‘ Pray, Sir, (faid 1), give your hand, that I may feel your pulfe.' But inltead of ftretching out his right, he gave me his left hand, at which l was extremely furprifed. This, thinks I to myfelf, is a grofs piece of ignorance, that he ; does not know that people prefent their right hand, j and not their left, to a phylician. However, I felt his ! pulfe, and writ him a receipt, and fo took leave. j I continued my vilits for nine days, and every time I felt his pulfe, he ftill gave me the.left hand : on the tenth day he feemed to be pretty well, and fo I pie- ; feribed nothing for him but bathing. The governor of I Damafcus, who was by, did, in teltimony of his being ; ■well fatisfied with my fervice, inveft me with a very * rich robe, faying, he made me a phyfician of the city hofpital, and phylician in ordinary to his houfe, where I might freely eat at his table when I pleafed. i The young man likewife (bowed me many civilities, 3 and alked me to accompany him to the bath ;■ Accord- 3 ingly we went together : and when his attendants had ] undrdTed him, 1 perceived he wanted the right hand, a and that it had not been long cut off, which had been | the occafion of his diftemper, though concealed from ! me ; for while the people about him were applying j proper medicines externally, they had called me to pie- I vent the ill confequence of the fever he was then in. I i was very much furprifed and concerned on feeing his ; misfortune, which he obferved by my countenance, j 4 Dodtor, (cried he), do not be aftomihed to fee that 1 my hand is cut eff; fome day or other I will tell you | the occafion of it; and in that relation you will be eu- : 

tertair.ed with very furpriiing adventures.’ After we had done bathing, we fat down and ate; and after we had fome other difeourfe together, he alked me if it would be any prejudice to his health, if he went and fetched a walk out of town in the gover- nor’s garden ? I made anfwer, it would be fo far front thrt, that it would benefit his health.’ ‘ Since it is fo, (faid he), if you will let me have your company, I wil{ 
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tell you the hiftory of my adventures/ I replied, I was at his command for all tnat day. Upon which he pre- fently called his fervants, to bring fomething for a col- lation ; and fo we went to the governor’s garden. There we took two or three turns, and then fat down upon a carpet that his fervants had fpread under a tree, which gave a very pleafant fliade. After we were fet, the young man gave his hiftory in the Following terms. I was born, faid he, at Mouftbl, and come of one of the moft confiderable families in the city. My father was the eldeft of ten brothers that were all alive, and all married when my grandfather died. All the brothers were childlefs but my father, and he had never a child but me. He took a particular care of my education, and made me learn every thing that was proper for a child of my quality. When I was grown pretty tall, and beginning to keep company with the world, 1 happened one Friday to be at noon-prayers with my father and my uncles, in the great mofque of Mouffbl. And after prayers were over, the reft of the company going away, my father and my uncles continued .lilting upon the belt tapeftry in the mofque, and I fat down by them. They difcourfed of feveral things, but they fell infenfibly, Ido not know how, upon the fubjeft of voyages. They extolled the beauties and peculiar rarities of fome kingdoms, and of their principal cities: But one of my uncles faid, that according to the uniform report of an infinite number of voyagers, there was not in the world a pleafanter country than Egypt and the Nile ; and the account he' gave of them infufed into me fuch a charming idea of them, that from that very moment I had a defire to travel. Whatever my other uncles faid, by way of pre- ference to Bagdad and the Tigris, in calling Bagdad the true refidence of the MulTulman religion, and the metropolis of all the cities in the earth, all this made; no imprcflion upon me. My father joined in his opinion with thofe who had fpoken on the behalf of Egypt, •vyhich gave me a great deal of joy, * gay what you 
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will, (faid he), he that has not feen Egypt has not feen the greateft rarity in the world. All the land there is golden, 1 mean, it is fo fertile that it enriches its inhabi-j tants: All the wom^n of that country are charming, either in their beauty or in their agreeable carriage. It. you fpeak of the Nile, pray where is there a more ad-; mirable river ? Wr.at water was ever lighter or more| delicious ? The very flime it carries along, in its over-, flowing, fattens a thoufand times more than other coun- tries that are cultivated with great labour. Do but mind ] what a poet faid of the Egyptians when he was obliged | to depart Egypt: ‘ Your Nile loads you with good | offices every day ; it is for you only that it travels lb far. Alas, in removing from you, my tears are going to 1 run as abundantly as its water ; you are to continue in j the enjoyment of its fweetnefs, while 1 am condemned | to rob myfelf of them againft my will.’ If you look, added my father, towards the ifland that | is formed by the two great branches of the Nile, what i variety of verdure have you there ? What enamel of all ' forts of flowers ? What a prodigious number of cities,! villages, canalsj and a thoufand other agreeable objeds? If you call your eyes on the other fide, fleering up to- wards Ethiopia, how many other objects of admiration ? 1 cannot compare the verdure of fo many plains, wa- tered with the different canals of the ifland, better than to fparkling emeralds fet in filver. Is not great Cairo the largeft, the molt populous, and the richelt city in the univerie ? What a prodigious number of magnifi- cent edifices, both public and private ? If you view the pyramids, you will be feized with aftonifhment: You will turn ftiff and immoveable at the fight of thefe mafic s of (tone of an extravagant thicknefs, which rife to the fkies ; and you will be obliged to profefs, that the Pharaoh^, who employed fuch riches, and fo many men in building them, mult have furpaffed all the mo- narchs that have appeared fince, not only in Egypt, but all the world over, in magnificence and invention ; fo tranfcendent are the monuments they have left worthy 
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i ef their memory; Monuments fo ancient, that the learn- i ed cannot agree as to the time of their erection ; and yet fuch as laft to this day, and will laft while ages are. 11 filently pafs over the maritime cities in the kingdom of Egypt, fuch as Damietta, Rofetta, Alexandria, See. where the Lord knows how many nations come for a thoufand forts of grain, feeds, cloth, and an infinite num- ber of other things, calculated for the conveniency and the delight of men. What I fpeak. of, I have fome occa- fion to know, i fpent fome years of my youth there, which, as long as I live, I ftiall always reckon the moft agreeable part of my life. My uncles had no anfwer to give my father, and agreed to all he had faid of the Nile, of Cairo, and of the whole kingdom of Egypt; As for my own part, I was fo taken with it, that 1 had never a wink of fieep that night. Soon after, my uncles declared of themfelves how much they were touched with my father’s dif- courfe. They made a propofal to him that they flrould travel all together into Egypt. He accepted of the pro- pofal ; and being rich merchants, they refolved to carry with them fuch goods as would go off there. I came to know that they were making preparations for their departure ; and thereupon went to my father, and beg- ged of him, with tears in my eyes, that he would fuffar me to go along with him, and allow me fome ftock of goods to trade with by myfelf: ‘ You are too young yet (faid my father) to travel into Egypt, the fatigue is too great for you ; and, befides, I am fure you will come off a lofer in your traffic.’ However, thefe words did not cure me of the eager defire I had to travel. I made ufe of my uncle’s intereft with my father, who at laft granted me leave to go as far as Damafcus, where they would drop me, till they went through their tra- vels into Egypt. ‘ The city of Damafcus (faid my fa- ther) may hkewife glory in its beauties, and it is very well if my fon get leave to go fo far.’ Though my cu- riofity to fee Egypt was very preffing, I confidered he wag my father, and fubmitted to his will. 
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So I fet out from Mouflbl with him and my undea.s We travelled through Mefopotamia, pafled the Eu- j phrates, and arrived at Halep, where we itaid fome days. From thence we went to Damafcus, the firft fight of which was a very agreeable furprife to me. We lodged in one khan ; and 1 had the view of a city that ■ was large, populous, full of fine people, and very well ‘ fortified. We employed fome days in walking up and * down the delicious gardens that furrounded it; and we all agreed that Damafcus was juftly faid to be feated in ! 

a paradife. At laft my uncles thought of purfuing their 1 journey ; but took care, before they went, to fell my ; goods, which they did fo advantageoufiy for me, that ! I got five hundred per cent. This file fetched me fo | confiderable a fum, that I was tranfpoited to fee myfelf l pofiefibr of it. My father and my uncles left me in Damafcus, and purfued their journey. After their departure, I ufed | mighty caution not to lay out my money idly ; but, at the fame time, I took a (lately houfe, all of marble, • adorned with pictures of gold, and a pure branched work, and excellent water-works. I furnilhed it, not fo richly indeed as the magnificence of the place deferved, but at lead handfomely enough for a young man of my condition. It had formerly belonged to one of the principal lords of the city, whofe name was Modoun Adalraham ; but then was the property of a rich jewel merchant, to whom I paid for it only two (herriffs * a- month. Ihad a good large number of domefties, and lived honourably; fometimes I gave entertainments to fuch people as 1 was acquainted with, and fometimes I went and was treated by them. Thus did I fpend my time at Damafcus, waiting for my father’s return ; no pafiion difturbed my repofe, and my only employment was converfing with people of credit. One day as I fat taking the cool air at my gate, a very handfome fine lady came to me, and aiked if I did not 
* A Iherriff is the fame with a fequin. This word is in the ancient authors. 
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fell duffs ? but no fooner fpoke the words than Ihe went into my houfe. When 1 fsw that the lady had gone into the houfe, I rofe, and having fhut the gate, carried her into a hall, and prayed her to fit down. ‘ Madam, (faid 1), I have had duffs that were fit to be fhown to you, but I have them not now, for which I am very forry.’ She took off the veil that covered her face, and made a beauty fparkle my eyes, which affedted me with fuch emotions as 1 had never felt before. 1 have no occafion for duffs, faid die, I only come to fee you, and pafs the evening with you ; if you are pleafed with it, all I afk of you is a light collation. Tranfported with fuch happy luck, I ordered the folks to bring us feveral forts of fruits, and fome bottles of wine. They ferved us nimbly; and we eat and drank, and made merry till midnight. In fhort, I had not paffed a night fo agreeably all the while I had been there. Next morning I would have put ten fherriffs in the lady’s hands, but die refufed them : ‘ I am not come to fee you (faid die) from a defign of intered ; you affront me: I am fo far from receiving money, that I defire you to take money of me, or elfe I will fee you no more.' In fpeaking this, die clapped her hand in her purfe, took out ten fherriffs, and forced me to take them. You may expert me three days hence after funfet. Then die took leave of me, and I felt that when die went die carried my heart along with her. She did not fail to return at the appointed hour three days after ; and I did not fail to receive her with all the joy of a perfon that waited impatiently for her arrival. The evening and night we fpent as before; and next day at parting die promifed to return the third day aflet. However, die did not go without forcing me to take ten dierriffs more. She returned a third time; and at that interview, when we were both warm with wine, die fpoke thus : ‘ My dear heart, what do you think of me ! Am I not handfome and agreeable ? ‘ Madam, (faid I), all the 
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marks of love, with which I entertain you, ought to per5 fuade you that I love you: I am charmed in feeing you, and more fo in enjoying you. You are my queen, my fultanefs; in you lies all the felicity of my life,J 

‘ Ah, Sir, (replied fhe), I am fure you would fpea^ othervvife if you faw a certain lady of my acquaintance! that is younger and handfomer than I: She is a lady oij fuch a pleafant jocund temper as would make the mod melancholy people merry. I muft bring her hither : ] fpoke of you to herj and, from the account I have given! of you, fhe dies of defire to fee you. She entreated me* to gain her that pleafure, but I did not dare to humour! her without fpeaking to you beforehand.’ Madam, faid! I, you fhall do what you pleafe; but whatever you; may fay of your friend, I defy all her charms to tear^ my heart from you, to whom it is fo inviolably tied,' that nothing can difengage it.’ Do not be too politive^ faid fhe, I now tell you I am about to put your heartj to a ftrange trial. We ftaid together all night, and next morning at! 

parting, inftead of ten fherriffs, fhe gave me fifteen^ which I was forced to accept. Remember, faid ihe, that in two days you are to have a new gueft; pray t ike care to give her a good reception ; We will come; at the ufual hour, after funfet. I took care to have my| hall in great order, and a nice collation prepared againtti they came. 1 waited for the two ladies with impatience, and at laft they arrived. They both unveiled themfelves, and, as I had been furprifed with the beauty of the firft, l had reafon to be much more fo when 1 faw her friend. She had regular features, a lively complexion, and fiich! fparkling eyes that I could hardly bear their fplendour; I thanked her for the honour fhe did me, and entreated her to excufe me, if I did not give her the reception fire defeived. No compliments, faid (he ; it ihould be my part to make them to ygu for allowing my friend toi| bring me hither. But fince you are pleafed to fufftr it* 
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let us lay afide all ceremony, and think of nothing but being merry. As foon as the ladies arrived, the collation was ferved i up, and we fat down to fupper. I fat oppolite to the granger lady, and Die never left off looking upon me with a fmile : I could not refill her conquering eyes, and (he made herfelf miftreis of my heart with fuch force, that I had not power to offer oppofition. But infpiring me, fhe took fire herfelf, and was equally touched and was fo far from (howing any thing of con- ftraint in her carriage, that fhe told me very fenlible mo- ving things. The other lady, who minded us, did nothing at firft but laugh at us. I told you, faid fhe, addreffing her- felf to me, you would find my friend full of charms; and I perceive you have already violated the oath you made of being faithful to me. Madam, faid I, laughing as well as fhe, you would have reafon to complain of me, if I were, wanting in civility to a lady that you brought hither, and one whom you are fond of; you 1 might th6n upbraid me, both of you, for not knowing the meafures of hofpitality and entertainment. We continued to drink on ; but as the wine grew warm in our ftomachs, the ftranger lady and I ogled one another with fo little referve, that her friend grew jealous, and quickly gave us a difmal proof of her jea- loufy. She rofe from the table, and went out, faying fhe would be with us prefently again : But a few mo- : ments after, the lady that ftaid with me changed her countenance, fell into violent convulfions ; and in fine, expired in my arms, while I was calling to the people to come and affift me to relieve her. Immediately I went out, and afked for the other lady ; and my people told me file had opened the ftreet-door, and gone out of doors. Then 1 ful'pefted what was really true, that fhe had been the canf? of her friend’s death. In fine, (lie had .the dexterity and the malice to put fome very ftrong poifon into the teft glafs, which fhe gave her out ! of her own hand. I TOJ., II. D 
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I was affl'ufled to the laft degree with the accident^ What fhall I do, thinks I within myfelf ? What will be-j come of me. I thought there was no time to lofe, andj fo, it being then moon-light, made my fervants quietly take up a great piece of marble, with which the yard of my houfe was paved ; under that I made them digf! a hole prefently, and there inter the corpfe of thej young lady. After replacing the (tone, I put on atra-. velling-fuit, and took what filver I had ; and having- locked up every thing, affixed my own feal on the door- of my houfe. This done, I went to feek for the jewel-| merchant, my landlord, paid him what rent I owed, with a year’s rent more ; and giving him the key,;! prayed him to keep it for me: A very urging affair,] faid I, obliges me to be abfent for fome time : I am un- der a neceffity of going to find out my uncles at Cairo. In fine, I took my leave of him, and that very moment; mounted my horfe, and fet out with my equipage. 1 had a good journey, and arrived at Cairo without ] any ill accident. There I met with my uncles, whoj were very much furprifed to fee me there. To excufe^ myfelf, I pretended I was tired of flaying for them; and 1 hearing nothing of them, was fo uneafy that I could not be fatisfied without coming to Cairo. They received ! me very kindly, and promifed my father fliould not be ' angry with me for leaving Damafcus without his per- ‘ million. I lodged in the fame khan with them, andfaw,] all the curiofities of Cairo. Having finiffied their traffic, they began to fpeak of; returning to Mouffok’and to make preparations for their departure. But 1 having a mind to fee fomething ] in Egypt that I had not yet feen, left my uncles, and went to lodge at a great diftance from the khan, and did not appear till they were gone. They had fought ' for me all over the city; but not finding me, they judged the remorfe of having come to Egypt without my fa- * ther’s confent had put me upon returning to Damafcus ( without faying any thing to them. So they began thfir - 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 39 
journey, expeifling to find me at Damafcus, and there 'to take me up. I remained at Cairo after their departure three years* to give full fatisfadtion to the curiofity I had of feeing all the wonders of Egypt. During that time I took, care to fend money to the jewel-merchant, ordering him to keep my houfe for me, for I had a defign to return to Damafcus, and ftay there for fome years. I had no adventure at Cairo worthy of your hearing ; butdoubt- lefs you will be furprifed at that I met with after my re- turn to Damafcus. Arriving at this city, I went to the jewel-merchant’s houfe, who received me joyfully, and would needs go along with me to my houfe to fhow me that nobody had entered it whilft I was abfent. In effedt, the feal was ftill entire upon the lock ; and when I went in, I found every thing in the fame order in which I left it. In fweeping and cleaning out my hall, where I had ufed to eat, one of my fcrvants found a gold chain- necklace, with ten very large and very perfedt pearls placed upon it at certain diftances. He brought it to me, and I knew it to be the fame I had feen upon the lady’s neck that was poifoned; and concluded it had broke off and fallen when I did not perceive it. I could not look upon it without fhedding tears, when I called to mind the lovely creature I had feen die in fo fatal a manner ; fo I wrapped it up and put it in my bofom. I palfed fome days to work off the fatigue of my voy- age ; after which 1 began to vifit rny former acquaint- ance. I abandoned myfelf to all manner of pleafure, and infenfibly fquandered away all my money : Being in this condition, inftead of felling my moveables, I re- folved to part with my necklace ; but I had fo little Ikill in pearls, that I took my meafures very ill, as you ihall hear. I went to the bezeflein, where I called a crier afide, 

l and (bowing him the necklace, told him I had a mind to fell it, and defined him to fhow it to the principal .jewellers. The crier was fuprifed to fee fuch an orna- 
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rtient: What a pretty thing it is, cried he, ftanng upoa it with admiration ! Never did our merchants fee any thing fo rich : I am fure I fliall oblige them in fhowing it to them ; and you need not doubt they will fet a high price upon it in emulation with one another. He car* ried me to a ihop which proved to be my landlord's : Tarry here, fays the crier, I will return prefently, and bring you an anfwer. While he was running about to Ihow the necklace, I] fat with the jeweller, who was glad to fee me; and we; difcourfed of common fubjects. The crier returned, and calling me afide, inftead of telling me the necklace] was valued at two thoufand IherrifFs, he aflured me no-* body would give me more than fifty. The reafon is,1 

added he, the pearls are falfe ; fo fee if you can part] with it at that price. I took the crier to be an ho- neft fellow; and wanting money, ‘ Go faid I, 1 trutt what you fay, and they who know better than I; deli- ver it to them, and bring me the money immediately.’ The crier had been ordered to offer me fifty ftierriffs r by one of the richeft jewellers in town, who had made that offer only to found me, and try if J was well ac- ! quainted with the value of the goods I expofed to fale. I He had no fooner received my anfwer, than he carried the crier to the judiciary judge; and ftiowing him the ' necklace, ‘ Sir, (faid he), here is a necklace that was ftolen from me, and the thief, under the charader of a 1 merchant, has had the impudence to offer it to fale, and | is this minute in the bezeftein. He is willing to take J fifty fherriffs for a necklace that is worth two thoufand, | which is a plain argument that it is'ftolen. The judge fent immediately to feize me: and when ] I came before him, he afked me if the necklace he had i in his hand was not the fame that I had expofed to fale in the bezeftein ? I told him it was. Is it true, faid ■ he, that you are willing to deliver it for fifty fherriffs ? I anfwered, it was. Well, faid he, in a fcoffing way, give him the baftinado ; he will quickly tell us, with all his fine merchant’s clothes, that he is only a down- i 
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right thief; let him be beat till he confdTes. The vio- lence of the blows made me tell a He : I confefied, though it was not true, that I had ftolen the necklace ; and prefently the judge ordered my hand to be cut off. This made a great noife in the bezeftein, and I was fcarce returned to my houfe, when my landlord came. ‘ My fon, (faid he), you feem to be a young man well educated, and of good fenfe ; how is it poffible you could be guilty of fiich an unworthy atlion ? You gave me an account of your eftate yourfelf, and I do not doubt but the account is juft. Why did you not aft money of me, and I would have lent it you ? However, firice the thing has happened, 1 cannot allow you to lodge longer in my houfe; you muft go and fee for other lodgings. 1 was extremely troubled at this ; and entreated the jeweller, with tears in my eyes, to let me ftay three days longer in his houfe, which he granted. Alas! faid I to myfelf, this misfortune and affront is infufferable ; how lhall I dare to return to Mouffol ? There is nothing I can fay to my father will perfuade him that I am innocent. Three hours after this fatal accident my houfe was affaulted by the judge’s officers, accompanied with my landlord and the merchant that had falfely accufed me of having ftolen the necklace. I afked them what brought them there ? But inftead of giving me any an- fwer, they bound me, calling me a thoufand rogues* and telling me the necklace belonged to the governor of Damafcus, who had loft it above three years ago, and whofe daughter had not been heard of lince that time. Judge you what thoughts rolled in my mind when I heard this news. However, I called all my refolution about me : I will tell, thinks I, I will tell the governor , the truth ; and fo it will lie at his door either to put me to death, or to pardon me. When I was brought before him, I obferved he look- ed upon me with an eye of compaffion, from whence I prophefied good things. He ordered me to be untied, and addrtlling himfelf to the jeweller w'bo accufed me, 

D 3 
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and to my landlord : Is this the man, faid he, that fold the pearl necklace ? They had no fooner anfwered yes, than he faid, I am fure he did not fteal the necklace, and I am much aftonifhed at the injuftice that has been done him. Thefe words giving me courage, ‘ Sir, (faid I), I do afiure you, 1 am in effedt very innocent: I amt likewife fully perfuaded the necklace never did belong to my accufer, whom I never faw, and whofe horrible i perfidioufnefs is the caufe of my unjuft treatment. It! is true, I made a confeffion as if I had ftolen it; but ! this I did contrary to my confcience, through the force of torture, and of another reafon that I am ready to tell you, if you will be fo good as hear me.’ I know enough of it already, replied the governor, to do you one part of the juftice that is due to you : Take from hence, continued he, take the falfe accufer, let him un- dergo the fame punifliment he caufed to be inflidted on i this young man, whofe innocence is known to me. The governor’s orders were immediately put in exe- cution ; the jeweller was punifhed according to his de- 1 merit. Then the governor, having ordered all the com- ' pany to withdraw, faid to me, ‘ My child, tell me with- ' out fear how this necklace fell into your hands, conceal nothing of the matter from me.’ Then I told him 1 

plainly all that had palled, and declared I had chofen rather to pafs for a thief, than to reveal that tragical ad- ; venture. ‘ Good God ! (faid the governor), thy judge- | ments are incomprehenfible, and we ought to fubmit 1 to them without murmuring. 1 receive, with an entire fubmiflion, the ftroke thou haft been pleafed to inflidt upon me.’ Then diredling his difcourfe to me, ‘ My i child, (faid he), having now heard the caufe of your dif- j grace, for which 1 am very much concerned, I will give j you an account of the difgrace that befel me. Know ' then, that I am the father of thefe two young ladies you were fpeaking of but now. ‘ I know that the ftrft lady, who had the impudence , to come to your houfe, was my eldeft daughter. I had given her in marriage to one of hej own coufins, my 
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i own brother’s fon, at Cairo. Her hufband died, and ;t the returned home, corrupted with all manner of wick- ; ednefs, which Ihe had learned in Egypt. Becaufe I (took her home, her younger filter, who died in that 1 deplorable manner in your arms, was a very prudent i young woman, and had never given me any occafion - to complain of her conduit. But after that the eldelt filter grew very intimate with her, and infenfibly made her as wicked as herfelf. ‘ The day after the death of the youngelt, not find- ing her at table, I alked her eldeft filter what was be- come of her ? but Ihe, inftead of anfwering, fell a-cry- ing bitterly, from whence I formed a fatal prefege. I prefled her to inform me of what I alked her. My fa- ther, faid ihe with fobs, I can tell you no more, but that my filter put on her belt clothes ydlerday, and her fine necklace, and went abroad, and has not been ^ heard of fince. I made fearch for my daughter all over the town, but could learn nothing of her unhappy fate. In the mean time, the eldelt, who doubtlefs repented j of her jealous fury, took on very much, and bewailed the death of her filter ; Ihe denied herfelf all manner of food, and fo put an end to her deplorable days. ‘ Such, (continued the governor), fuch is the Itate of mankind ! fuch are the unlucky accidents to which they are expofed: However, my child, (added he), fince we are both of us equally unfortunate, lef us unite our forrow, and abandon one another. I give you in marriage a third daughter I have (till left; (he is younger than her filters, and takes after them in no manner of ! way in her condudt; befides, file is handfomer than | they were, and I allure you, is of a humour proper to make you happy: You (hall have no other houfe but mine, and, after my death, you and Ihe Itiall be my uni- | verfal heirs.’ Sir, faid I, I am alhamed of all your fa- vours, and lhall never be able to make a fufficient ac- knowledgement. ‘ That is enough, (faid he, interrupt- ing me); let us not walte time in idle words.’ This laid, he called for witnelfe?, ordered the cpntradt of 
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marriage to be drawn, and fa I married his daughter without any ceremony. He was not fatisfied with punifhing the jeweller that had falfely accufed me, but confifcated for my ufe all his goods, which were very confiderable. As for the! reft, fince you have been called to the governor’s houfe, you have feen what r^fpeft they pay me there. I mufti tell you farther, that a man who was fent by my uncles to Egypt on purpofe to inquire for me there, palling through this city, found me out, and came laft night! and delivered me a letter from them. They gave me! notice of my father’s death, and invited me to come andi take pofleflion of his eftate at Mouffol. But as the al-| liance and friendlhip of the governor has fixed me with: 

him, and will not fuffer me to remove from him, I have1 

fent back the exprefs, with an order which will fecure, to me what is my due. Now', after what you have ’ heard, I hope you will pardon my incivility during the courfe of my illnefs, in giving ^ou my left inftead of my right hand. This, faid the Jewilh phyfician, this is the ftory I heard from the young man of Mouflbl. I continued at i Damafcus as long as the governor lived ; after his death, : being in the flower of my age, I had a curiofity to tra- | vel. Accordingly I went over Perfia to the Indies, and I came at laft to fettle in this your capital, where I prac- ‘ tife phyfic with reputation and honour. The fultan of Cafgar was pretty well pleafed with 1 

this laft ftory. I muft fay, faid he to the Jew, the ftory you have told me is very odd ; but 1 declare freely that of the httle Hump is yet more extraordinary, and much I; more comical; fo you are not to expedt that I will give . you your life any more th n the reft : 1 w’ill hang you ! ail four. Pray, Sir, ftay a minute, faid the tailor; and 1 then proftrating himfelf at t! e fultan’s feet, Siijce your majefty loves p'eafant ftories, I have one to tell you that is very comical. Well, 1 will hear thee too, faid the fuitan ; but do not flatter thyfelf that L will fuffer thee to live, unlefs thou telleft mt fome adventure that 
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'is yet more diverting than that of the hump backed j man. Upon this the tailor, as if he had been fure of hi» i projedt, ipoke very brifkly to the following purpofe. 

The Story told by the Tailor. 
A citizen of this city did me the honour, two days ago, to invite me to a treat, which he was to give to his friends yefterday morning. Accordingly I went pretty early, and found there twenty perlbns. The matter of the houfe was gone out upon fome bufinefs, but in a very little time he came home, and brought with him a young man, a ftranger, very well drefled, and very handfome, but lame. When he came in, we all rofe, and, out of refpedt to the matter of the houfe, invited the young gentleman to fit down with us upon the fofa. He was going to fit dow-n ; but all on a fudden, fpying a barber in our company, he flew backwards, and made towards the door. The matter of the houfe, furprifed at the aiftion, flopped him : Where are you going ? faid he, I bring you along with me to do me the honour of being my gueft among the i reft of my friends; and here you are no fooner got into my houfe but you run away again. Sir, faid the young man, for God’s fake do not flop me, let me go, I can- not without horror look upon that abominable barber; though he is born in a country where all the natives are j whites, he refembles an Ethiopian: and when all is ; come to all, his foul is yet blacker, and yet more hor- i rible than his face. We were all furprifed to hear the young man fpeak fo, continued the tailor; and we began to have a very bad opinion of the barber, without knowing what ground the young man had for what he faid. Nay, we protefted we would not fuffer any one to remain in our company that bore fo horrid a charadter. The matter of the houfe entreated the ftranger to tell us what rea- fon he had for hating the barber. Gentlemen, faid the young man, you mult know this curfed barber is the caufe of my being lame, and falling under the cruelleft 
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accident that any one can imagine: For this reafon I; have made an oath to avoid all the places where he> dwells. It was for this reafon that I left Bagdad, where: he then was, and travelled fo far to fettle in this city, in the heart of Great Tartary, a place where 1 flattered! myfelf I Ihould never fee him ; and now, after all,' contrary to my expectations, I find him here. This obliges me* gentlemen, againft my will, to deprive my-« felf of the honour of being merry with you. This very ■ day I take leave of your town, and will go, if I can, to hide my head where he fhall not come. This faid, he would have left us, but the matter kept and entreated !| him to ftay and tell the caufe of his averfion for the j barber, who all this while looked down, and faid never | a word. We joined with the matter of the houfe in re- quefting him to ftay ; and at laft the youg man, giving way to our inftances, fat down upon the fofa ; and after turning his back to the barber, that he might not fee him, gave us the following account. My father’s quality might have entitled him to the , higheft polls in the city of Bagdad, but he always pre- ferred a quiet life to all the honours he might deferve. I was his only child ; and when he died, I was already educated, and of age to difpofe of the plentiful fortune he had left me ; which I did not fquander away foolilh- ly, but applied it to fuch ufes, that every body refpetted me for my condudt. I had not yet been difturbed with paflion : I was fo far from being fenfible of love, that I acknowledged, perhaps to my lhame, that I cautioufly avoided the converfation of women. One day walking in the ftreets, I faw a great company of ladies before me, and that I might not meet them, turned down a narrow lane juft by, and fat down upon a bench by a door. I fat over againft a window where there flood a pot with pretty flowers; and I had my eyes fixed upon this, when all on a fudden the window opened, and a young lady ap- peared, whofe beauty was dazzling. Immediately ttie call her eyes upon me ; and in watering the flower-pot 
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ivith a hand whiter than alabafter, looked upon me with a fmile that infpired me with aa much love for icr aa I had formerly an averlion for all women. After saving watered all her flowers, and darted upon me » glance full of charms that quite pierced my heart, (he fliut up the window again, and fo left me in incon- ceivable trouble and diforder. I had dwelt upon thefe thoughts long enough, if a noife that arofe in the ftreets had not brought me to myfelf; Alarmed with the noife, I turned my head in a rifing pofture, and faw it was the upper cadis of the city, mounted on a mule, and attended by five or fix fervants. He alighted at the door of that houfe where the young lady had opened the window, and went in there ; from whence I concluded he was the young lady’s father. I went home in a different fort of humour from what I brought with me ; toffed with a paflion which was fo much the more violent that I had never felt its affaults before. In fine, I went to bed with a violent fever upon me, which all the family was mightily concerned at. My relations, who had a great love for me, were fo alarmed with the fudden diforder 1 was in, that they came about me, and importuned me to know the caufe j which 1 took care not to reveal to them. My filence created an uneafinefs that the phyficians could not dif- pel, becaufe they knew nothing of my diftemper, and, ! by the medicines they exhibited, rather inflamed than : repaired it. My relations began to defpair of my life, when a certain old lady of our acquaintance, hearing I was ill, came to fee me. She confidered and examined every i thing with great attention, and dived, I do not know I how, into the real caufe of my illnefs. Then fhe took my relations afide, and defined they would all retire out of the room but herfelf. When the room was clear, (he fat down on the fide of my bed. My child, faid ihe, you are very obftinate in concealing hitherto the caufe of your illnefs j but 
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yon have no occafion to reveal it to rr.e, I have expe rience enough to penetrate into a fecret; you will no difown it yourfelf, when I tell you that it is love thai makes you lick. I can find a way to cure you, if yoi will but let me knoSr who that happy lady is that couk move a heart fo infenfible as yours ; for you have tb name of a woman hater, and I was not the laft tha perceived you to be of that temper ; but in fhort, wha 1 forefaw has juft come to pafs, and 1 am now glad oil the opportunity to employ my talent in bringing yoiaj out of your pain. The old lady, having talked to me in this falhion J paufed, expedting my anfwer : but though what Ihe badjl laid made a ftrong impreffion upon me, I durft not layi open to her the bottom of my heart; I only turned toi her, and fetched a deep figh, without faying any thing, Is it balhfulnefs, faid (lie, that keeps you from fpeaking ?! or is it want of confidence in me ? Do not doubt of the effcdt of my promife. I could mention to you an infi- nite number of young men of your acquaintance, that- have been in the fame condition with you, and have re-< ceived relief from me. In fine, the good lady told me fo many things more,| that I broke filence, declared to her my evil, pointeds out to her the place where I had feen the objedt which j caufed it, and unravelled all the circumftances of my*; adventure. If you fucceed, faid I, and procure me the felicity of feeing that charming beauty, and revealing1] to her the paflion with which I burn for her, you may ] depend upon it I will be grateful. My fon, faid the old ] woman, 1 know the lady you fpeak of; Ihe is, as you! judged right, the daughter of the firft cadis of the city t I think it no wonder that you are in love with her^ Ihe is the handfomeft.comelielt lady in Bagdad ; but what I moft boggle at is, that (he is very proud, and of diffi- cult acceis. You fee how Itridt our judges are in en- joining rhe pundtual obferrance of the fevere laws that mew up women under fiich a burdenfome conftraint; and they are yet mare Itricft in the obfervatian of their 
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own families: nay, which adds to all, the cadis you faw is more rigid in that than all the other magiftrates put together. They are always preaching to their daugh- ters what a heinous crime it is to Ihovv themfelves to men; and, by this means, the girls themfelves are fo pof- fefied with the notion, that they make no other ule of their own eyes but to conduit them along the ftreets when neceffity obliges them to go abroad. 1 do not fay abfolutely that the cadis’s daughter is of that humour; but that does not hinder, but that I fear to meet with as great obftacles on her tide as on her father’s. Would to God you had loved any other lady, then I had not had fo many difficulties to furmount. However, I thall employ all my wits to compaf* the thing ; only time is required. In the mean time, do you take heart and truft in me. The old woman took leave of me : and as I weighed within myfelf all the obftaclts the had been talking of, the fear of hernotfucceeding in her enterprife inflamed my illnefs. Next day fhe came again, and I read in her countenance, that the had no favourable news to im- part. In effeit, the fpoke thus ; My child, I was not miftaken in the matter; I have fomewhat cite to conquer befides the vigilance of a father ; you love an indifferent infenfible girl, that takes pleafure in making every one burn with love, that fuffer themfelves to be charmed by her ; when fhe has once gained that point, the will not deign them the leaft comfort. She heard me with plea- fure, when I fpoke of nothing but the torment the had made you undergo; but I had no fooner begun to en- ter upon the influencing her to allow you to fee her, and converfe with her, but, with a terrible look, ‘ You are very bold, faid fhe, to make fuch a propofal to me ; I difeharge you ever to fee me again w ith fuch difeourfe in your mouth.’ Do not let this caft you down, continued the, I am not eafdy ditheartened ; and if your patience dees but khold out, I am hopeful I fhall compafs my end. To I'fliorten my ftory, faid the young man, this good prcr« VOL. II, £ 
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curefs made feveral attempts on my behalf with the proud enemy of my reft. The fret I thereby under- went, inflamed my diftemper to that degree that my phyficians gave me quite over ; fo that I was looked on as a dead man, when the old woman came to give mei life. That nobody might hear what was faid, flie whifpered in my ear, Remember now you owe me a prefent for the good news I bring you. Thefe words produced a marvellous effedt; I raifed myfelf to fit up in the bed, and with tranfports made anfuer, You thall not be without a prefent; but what are the news you bring! me ? Dear Sir, faid the, you (hall not die this bout: I' lhall fpeedily have the pleafure to fee you in perfect health, and very well fatisfied with me. Yeftetday, be- ing Monday, 1 went to fee the lady you love, and I j found her in very good humour. As foon as I came, I put on a fad countenance, and fetched many deep lighs, and began to fqueeze out fome tears: My good mo, ther, faid the. what is the matterwith you ? Why are you , fo caftdown ? Alas, my dear and honourable lady, faid i I, I have been juft now with the young gentleman I fpoke to you of the other day ; his bufinefs is done ;• he is giving up his life for the love of you ; it is a great injury I will afiure you, and there is a great deal of i cruelty on your fide. I am at a lofs to know, replied J fhe, for what you mean me to be the caufe of his death, ij How can 1 have contributed to it ? How, replied 1, did | not you tell me the other day that he fat down before 1 your window when you opened it to water your flower- J pot ? He then faw that prodigy of beauty, thofe charms ■ that your looking glafs reprefents to you every day. | From that moment he languithes, and his difeafe is rifen j to that height, that he is reduced to that deplorable con- i dition I have mentioned to you. You remember well, added I, how rigoroufly you j treated me the laft time I was here, when 1 was offering to fpeak to you of his illnefs, and to propofe a means |o refcue him from the danger he was io j when I took j 
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leave of you, I went ftraight to his houfe, and he knew no fooner by my countenance that I had brought him no favourable anfwer, than his dittemper increafed. From that time, Madam, he is ready to die, and I do not know whether you can fave his life now, though you Ihould take pity on him. This is juft what I faidto her, continued the old woman. The fear of your death fhaked her, and I faw her face change colour. Is it true what you fay i faid ihe. Has he adually no other dif- eafe than what is occafioned by the love of me ? Ah, Madam, faid I, that js too true : would to God it were falfe ! Do you believe, faid fhe, that the hopes of feeing me would contribute any thing to refcue him from the danger he is in ? Perhaps it may, faid I, and, if you will give me orders, I will try the remedy. Well, laid Ihe, fighing, make him hope to fee me ; but he can pretend to no other favours from me, unlefs he afpires to marry me, and my father give his confent to it. Madam, re- plied I, y ur goodnefs overcomes me : 1 will go and fee for the young gentleman, and tell him he is to have the pleafure of an interview with you : The propereft time I can think of, faid ftie, for granting him that favour, is next Friday, at the time of noon-prayers. Let him take care to obferve when my father goes out, and then to come and plant himfelf over againft the houfe, if fo be his health permits him to come abrpad. When he comes 1 lhall fee him through my window, and fhall come down and open the door to him; we fhall then converfe together during prayer-time, and he muft be gone be- fore my father returns. It is now Tuefday, continued the old gentlewoman, you have from hence to Friday to recruit your ftrength, and make the neceflary difpofitions for the interview. While the good old gentlewoman was telling her ftory, I felt my illnefs decreafe, or rather by that time fhe had done, I found myfelf perfectly well. Here, take this, faid I, reaching out to her my purfe which was full, it | is to you alone that I owe my cure. I reckon this ; money better employed than what I gave to the phyfi- 
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dans, who have done nothing but tormented me durindfl> the whole courfe of my illnefs. When the lady was gone, I found I had ftrengthal enough to get up; and my relations, finding me fo well Jl complimented me upon it and went home. Friday morning the old woman came juft when I was dreffing myfelf, and laying out the fineft clothes I had ; I do not alk you, fays (he, how you do; what you are] about is intimat’on enough of your health; but will you not bathe before you go to the firft cadis’s houfe ? That will take up too much time, faid I, I will con- tent myfelf, with calling a barber to get my head and* beard lhaved. Prefently I ordered one of my Oaves to’ call a barber that could do his bufinefs cleverly and ex- peditioufly. The flav# brought me this wretch you fee here, who came in, and after fainting me, Sir, faid he, you look as if you were not very well. I told him I was juft reco- vered of a fit of ficknefs ; I with, faid he, God may 5 

deliver you from all mifchance ; may his grace always i* go along with you. I hope, faid I, he will grant your] wilh, for which I am very much obliged to you. Since you are recovering of a fit of ficknefs, faid he, I pray i God preferve your health : But now pray let us know what fervice I am to do; I have brought my razors and ' my lancets, do you defire to be fhaved or to be bled ? ! I replied, I am juft recovered of a fit of ficknefs, I told you, and fo you may readily judge I only wanted to be ; lhaved ; Come, make hafte, do not lofe time in pratt- ling, for I am in hafte, and precifely at noon am to be at a place. The barber fpent much time in opening his cafe, and preparing his razors ; Inftead of putting water into the bafon, he took a very handfome aftrolabe out of his budget, and went very gravely out of my room to the middle of the yard to take the height of the fun ; then he returned with t}ie fame grave pace, and, entering my room, Sir, faid he, you will be pleafed to know this day is Friday the 18th of the month Saffar, in the 
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year 653 *, from the retreat of our great prophet from Mecca to Medina, and in the year 73*0 f of the epocha of the great Ilkender with two horns ; and that the conjumftion of Mars and Mercury fignifies you cannot choofe a better time than this very day and this very hour for being ftiaved. But, on the other hand, the fame conjundtion is a bad prefage to you. I learn from thence, that this day you run a great rifque, not in- deed of lofing your life, but of an inconvenience which will attend you while you live. You are obliged to me for the advice I now give you to take care to avoid it j I ihould be forry if it befel you. You may guei's, gentlemen, how forry I was for ha- ving fallen into the hands of fuch a prattling imperti- nent barber; what an unfeafonable adventure it was for a lover preparing for an interview! I was quite angry. I do not trouble my head, faid I, in anger, with your advice and predidtions ; I did not call you to confult your aftrology ; you came hither to (have me, fo pray I iliave me, or be gone, and I will call another barber. Sir, faid he, with a dullnefs that put me out of all pa- tience, what reafon have you to be angry with me ? You do not know that all barbers are not like me ; and that you would fcarce find fuch another, if you made it your bufinefs to fearch. You only fent for a barber ; but here, in my perfon, you have the beft barber in Bag- dad, an experienced phyiician, a very profound chymift, • an infallible altrologue, a finilhed grammarian, a com- j plete orator, a fubtile logician, a mathematician per- 

' * This year 653 is one of the Hegira, the common epocha of the Mahometans,and anfwerstothe year XIJJ, from the 1 nativity of Chrift; from whence we may cenjettnre thatthefc computations were made in Arabia about that time. f- As for the 73SO, the author is miltaken in that compu- tation. The year 653 of the Hegira, and the 1353 of Chrill, coincide only with the IS5 7 of the sera or the epocha of the Selucides, which is the fame with that of Alexander the Great, who is called Kkender with two horns, according to the ex- preflion of the Arabians. > / E 3 
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fedHy well verfed in geometry, arithmetic, aftronomy^ and all the divilions of algebra; an hiftorian fully mafter of the hiftories of all the kingdoms of the univerfe : Befides, I know all parts of philofophy ; I have all the; traditions upon my finger ends. I am a poet, I am are; architect, nay, what is it I am not ? There is nothing int nature hidden from me. Your deceafed father, to vvhofej memory I pay a tribute of tears every time I think of! him, was fully convinced of my merit: he was fond ofj me, and fpoke of me in all companies as the greateftl man in the world. Out of gratitude and friendftrip for j| him, I am willing to take up with you, to take you into J my protection, and guard you from all the evils that your | ftars may threaten. When I heard this ftuff, I could not forbear laughing, notwithftanding my anger. You impertinent prattler,: faid I, will you have done, and begin to (have me ? Sir, replied the barber to me, you aft'ront me, in call- ing me a prattler; on the contrary, all the world gives me the honourable title of Silent. 1 had fix brothers ! that you mightjuftly have called prattlers; and that 'j you may know them the better, the name of the firft ] was Bacbouc, of the fecond Backbarah, of the third Bacbac, of the fourth Barbarak, of the fifth Alnafchar, j of the fixth Schacabac, Thefe indeed were impertinent l, noify fellows; but for me, who am a younger brother, I j am grave and concife in my difcourfes. For God’s fake, gentlemen, do but fuppofe you had been in my place. What could I fay when I law my- fclf fo cruelly afiaffinated ? Give him three pieces of 1 gold, fai4 I to the flave that was my houfe keeper, and j fend him away that he may diflurb me no more ; I will not be lhaved this day. Sir, faid the barber, what do ' you mean by that! I did not come to feek for you, it was you that fer.t for me ; and lince it is fo, 1 fwear by the faith of a Muflulman, I will not ftir out of thefe doors till I have fhaved you ; If you do not know my value, that is not my fault. Your deceafed father did me more ^juftice. Every time he fent for me to let him blood, he 
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made me fit down by him, and then he was charmed in hearing what fine "things I talked of. I kept him in a continual ftrain of admiration ; I ravifhed him ; and when I had finilhed my difcourfes, My God, cried he, you are an inexhauftible fource of fciences; no man can reach the depth of your knowledge. My dear Sir, faid I again, you do me more honour than I deferve : If I fay any thing that is fine, it is owing to the favour- able audience you vouchfafe me ; it is your liberality that infpires me with the fublime thoughts that have the happinefs to pleafe you. One day, when he was charmed with an admirable difcourfe I had made, him. Give him, fays he, an hundred pieces of gold, and in- veft him with one of my richeft robes. I received the prefent upon the fpot, and prefently I drew his horo- fcope, and found it the happieft in the world. Nay, I -was grateful ftill, I let him blood with cupping glafles. This was not all, he fpinned out, befides, another ha- rangue that was a large half-hour long. Fatigued in hearing him, and fretted at the lofs of time, which was almoft fpent before I was half ready, I did not know 'what to fay. No, faid 1, it is impofitble there fhould be another fuch man in the world that takes pleafure as you do in making people mad. I thought that I ihould fucceed better if I dealt mildly with my barber. In the name of God, faid 1, leave off all your fine difcourfes, and difpatch me pre- fently ; I am called to attend an affair of the laft im- portance, as I have told you already. Then he fell a- laughing : It would be a laudable thing, faid he, if our minds were always in the fame ftrain ; if we were wife and prudent: However, 1 am willing to believe, that if you are angry with me, it is your diltemper hascaufed that change in your humour ; and for that reafon you Hand in need of fome inltrudtions, and you cannot do better than to follow the example of your father and your grandfather. They came and confuted me upon all occafions ; and I can fay, without vanity, that they always extolled my counfd. Pray, mind it, Sir, men 
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,God reward you, Sir, faid he, for your kindnefs; but, pray fhow me thefe provifions now, that I may fee i( there will be enough to entertain my friends : 1 would have them fatisfied with the good fare 1 make them. I have, faid I, a lamb, fix capons, a dozen of pullets, and* enough to make four fervices of, I ordered a flave toj bring all before him, with four great pitchers of wine. It is very well, faid the barber, but we lhall want fruit, and fauce for the meat: That I ordered likewife ; but then he gave over lhaving to look over every thine one after another; and this furvey lafted almotl half an hour. 1 rag’d and ftorm’d, and went mad, but it lignified nothing, the coxcomb never troubled himfelf. However, he took up his razor again, and ftiaved me for fome moments; then flopping all on a hidden ; I could not have believed. Sir, that you would have been fo li- j beral; I begin to perceive that your deceafed father j lives again in you: Moftcertainly I do not deferve the fa- j vours with which you have loaded me : asd 1 aflure you X lhall have them m perpetual temembrance : For, Sir, ( to let you know it, I have nothing but what comes ; from the generofity of honeft gentlemen, fuch as you ; i in which point I am like to Zantout that rubs the j people in bathing ; to Salt that cried boil'd peafe in the | Itreets ; to Salout that fells beans ; to Akerfcha that fells greens; to Amboumecarez that fprinkles the ftreets ? to lay the dull, and to Caflem the caliph’s lifeguard man. Of all thefe perfons, not one is apt to be made , i melancholy ; they are neither peevilh nor quarrelfome j i they are more contented with th'eir lot than the caliph j in the midft of his court; they are always gay, ready 5 to dance and to fing, and have each of them their pe- , culiar fong and dance, with which they divert the city of Bagdad: But w'hat I efteem molt in them is, that they are no great talkers, no more than your Have that has now'the honour to fpeak to you. Here, Sir, that is the fong and dance of Zantout that rubs the people in baths: mind me pray, and fee if I do not imitate it exadtly. 
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' The barber fung the fong and danced the dance of j 'Zantout; and let me fay what I could to oblige him to i make an end to his buffooneries, he did not give over i till he imitated, in like manner, the fongsand dances of the other people he had named. After that, addreffing j himfelf to me, I am a-going, lays he, to invite all thefe j honed perfons to my boufe; if you take my advice, you will join in with us, and baulk your friends yonder, who perhaps are noify prattlers, that will only teaze you to death with their naufeous difcourfes, and make you fall into a diftemper that you fo lately recovered of; whereas at my houfe you (hall have nothing but pleafure. Notwithdanding my anger, I could not forbear laugh- ing at the fellow’s impertinence. I wiih I had no bufi- nefs upon my hands, faid I, if I had not, I would accept of the propofal you make me; I would go with all my heart to be merry with you, but I beg to be excufed, I am too much engaged this day ; another day I {hall be more at leifure, and then we {hall make up that com- pany. Come, have done {having me, and make hade to return home ; perhaps your friends are already come j to your houfe. Sir, faid he, do not refufe me the fa- vour I alk of you ; come and be merry with the good company I am to have ; if you were but once in our company, you would be fo well pleafed with it, you would forfr.ke your friends to come to us : Let us talk no more of that, faid I, I cannot be your gueft. I found I gained no ground upon him by mild terms. Since you will not come to my houfe, replied the bar- ber, then pray let me go along with you ; I will go and carry thefe things to my houfe, where my friends may eat of them if they like them, and I will return imme- I diately : I would not be fo uncivil as to leave you alone; 1 you deferve this complaifance at my hands. Heavens! cried I, then I fhall not get clear of this troublefome man this day. In the name of the living God, faid I, leave off your unreafonable jargon : Go to your friends, drink, eat, and be merry with them, and leave me at jny liberty to go to mine., I have a mind to go alone, 
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I have no occafion for company: Befides, I mull needs tell you, the place to which I go is not a place where you can be received ; nobody muft come there but I. You jeft, Sir, faid he ; if your friends have invited you to afeaft, why fhould you hinder me to accompany' you : You will pleafe them, I am fure, by carrying thU ther a man that can fpeak comically like me, and knows how to divert company agreeably : But fay what you will, the thing is refolved upon ; I will go along with you in fpite of your teeth. Thefe words, gentlemen, made me very uneafy. How Ihall I get rid of this curfed barber, thought 1 to my- felf! If I do net fnub him roundly, we (hall never have:! done contefting. Befides, I heard then the firft call to j noon-prayers, and it was time for me to go. In fine, I refolved to fay nothing at all, and to make as if I con- fented to his propofal. By that time he had done : lhaving me : then I fatd to him, Take fome of my fer- vants to carry thefe provifions along with you, and re- turn thither; I will Itay for you, and Ihall not go with- out you. At laft he went, and I drefied myfelf nimbly.1 I heard the laft call to prayers, and made hafte 50 fet out; but the malicious barber, jealous of my intention, went with my fervants only within fight of the houfe, and ftood there till he faw them enter his houfe ; ha- I ving hid himfelf upon the turning of a ftreet, with intent ? to obferve and follow me. In fine, when I arrived at ! the cadis’s door, I looked back, and faw him at the head '1 of the ftreet, which fretted me to the laft degree. ; 

The cadis’s door was half open, and as I went in, I faw an old woman waiting for me, who, after fhe had ; 

fhut the door, conducted me to the chamber of the young lady l was in love with t but we had 1'carce be- gun our interview, when we heard a noife in the ftreets. The young lady put her head to the window, and faw through the grate that it was the cadis, her father, re- turning already from prayers. At the fame time, I Iqokcd through the window, and faw the barber fitting 
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"lover againft the houfe, in the fame place where I had :tfeen the young lady before. I had then two things to fear, the arrival of the cadia, and the prefence of the barber.. The young lady mi- '■> tigated my fear of the firft, by affuring me the cadis came but very feldom to her chamber; and as the had forefeen that this mifadventure might happen, the had contrived a way to convey me out fafe: But the indif- cretion of the accuifed barber made me veiy uneafy ; and you tliall hear that this my uneatinefs was not without ground. As foon as the cadis came in, he caned one of his fl ives that defeived it. The Have made horrid fliouts, which were heard in the ftreets ; the barber thought it was I that cried out, 'and that I was maltreated. Pre- poffdfed with this thought, he fcreamed out moft fear- fully, rent his clothes, and threw duft upon his head, 1 and called the neighbourhood to his affiftance. The neighbourhood came and alked what-ailed him, and what relief he wanted that they could give ? Alas 1 cried he, they are aflaffinating my mafter, my dear pa- tron : and without faying any other thing, he ran all the way to my houfe with the very fame cry in his mouth. From thence he returned, followed by all my domeftics, armed with batoons. They knocked with Inconceivable fury at the cadis’s door, and the cadis fent ! a Have to fee what the matter was ; but the (lave being 1 frightened, returned to his mafter, crying, Sir, above ; ten thoufand men fire going to break into your houfe by force. Immediately the cadis ran himfelf, opened the door, 1 and aiked what they wantal ? His venerable prefence could not infpire them with refpeft; They infolently [ faid to him, You curfed cadis, you dog of a cadis, what : reafon have you to afialfinate our mafter ? What has he done to you ? Good people, replied the cadis, for what fhould I aftaffinate your mafter whom I do not know, ; and who has done no offence ? My houfe is open to you, come fee and fearch. You baftinado’d him, faid 
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the barher, I heard his cries not above a minute age ‘But pray, replies the cadis, what offence could you mafttr do to me, to oblige me to abufe him after tha rate ? Is he in my houfe ? If he is, how came he in, o who could have introduced him ? Ah ! wretched cadii cried the barber, you and your long beard fhall neve make me believe whabyou fay ? What I fay I know’ t< be true, your daughter is in love with our mailer, an« gave him a meeting during the time of noon-prayers you, without doubt, have had notice of it; you return ed home and furprifed him, and made your Have bafti. nade him ; but this your wicked adtion (hall not pafsi with impunity 5 the caliph fhall be acquainted with itj and he will give true and brief juftice. Let him come out, deliver him to us immediately : or if you do not, we will go in and take him from you, to your lhameJ There is no occafion for fo many words, replied thei cadis, nor to make fo great a noife: If what you fay is true, go in and find him out, I give you free liberty., Thereupon the barber and my domeftics rulhed into, the houfe' like furies, and looked for me all about. When I heard all that the barber faid to the cadis* I fougbt for a place to hide myfelf, and could find no- thing but a great empty trunk, in which 1 lay dowm, ?ind Ihut it upon me. The barber, after he had fearchedj every where, came into the chamber where I was, and opening the trunk, as foon as he faw me, he took iti upon his head, and carried it away. He came down a, high ftair-cafe into a court, which he went through' Very fpeedily, and got to the ftreet. While he carried | me, the trunk unhappily opened, and I, being not able 1 to endure to be expofed to the view and ihouts of the i mob that followed us, leaped out into the ftreet with \ fo much hafle that I hurt my leg, fo as I have been lame ; ever fince. I was not fenlible how bad it was at firft, and therefore got up quickly to get away from the ■ people, who laughed at me ; nay, I threw handfuls of ' gold and filver among them, and, whilft they were ga- ■ tbering it up, I made my efcape by crofs llrects and 
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Heys. But the curfed birber improving the ftratagera hat I made ufe of to get away from the mob, followed ne clofe, crying, Stay, Sir, why do you run fo faft i If ou knew how much I am afflided at the ill treatment 'ou received from the cadis, you, who are fo generous perfon, and to whom I and my friends are fo much obliged ! Did not I tell you truly that you would ex- v >ofe your life by your obttinate refufal to let me go vith you ? See now what has happened to you by your >wn fault; and if I had not refolutely followed you to ee whither you went, what would have become of you? Whither do you go then, Sir ? ftay for me. Thus the wretched barber cried aloud in the ftreet ; t was not enough for him to have occafioned fo great a fcandal in the quarter of the cadis, but he would have t be known through the whole town. I was in fuch a rage that I had a great mind to have itaid and cut his throat; but confidering that that would have perplexed me farther, 1 chofe another courfe ; for perceiving that Ihls calling after me expofed me to vaft numbers of people, who crowded to the doors or windows, or flopped on the ftreet to gaze on me, I entered into a khan, or inn, the chamberlain of which krtew me; and finding him at the gate, whither the noife had brought him, I prayed him, for the fake of Heaven, to hinder that madman from coming in after me. He promifed to do fo, and was as good as his Word, but not with- out a great deal of trouble, for the obftinate barber would go in in fpite of him, and did not retire without 1 calling him a thoufand ill names ; and after the cham- [ berlain ihut the gate, the barber continued telling the mob what great fervice he had done me. Thus I rid myfelf of that troublefome fellow. After that, the i chamberlain prayed me to tell him my adventure, which • I did, and then delired him to let me have an apart- ment until I was cured ; But, Sir, fays he, won’t it be more cohvenient for you to go home ? I will not return thither, faid I, for the deteftable barber will continue plaguing me there, and 1 (hall die of vexation to be 
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continually teazed with him: Befides, after what is be, fallen me to-day, I capnot think of ftaying any longe in this town, I muft go whither my ill fortune lead me. And actually, when I was cured, I took all thi money I thought neceffiry for my travels, and gav< the reft of my eftate among my kindred. Thus, gentlemen, I left Bagdad, and came hither. 1 had ground to hope that I ftiould not meet this perni, cious barber in a country'fo far from my own, and yet I found him amongft you : Do not be furprifed then at my hafte to be gone, you may eafily judge how un- pleafant to me the fight of a man is, who was the oc- cafion of my lamenefs, and of my being reduced to th® melancholy neceflity of living fo far from my kindred^ friends, and country. When he had fpoke thefe words, the lame young man rofe up and went out; the matter of the houfe conducted him to the gate, and told himj he was forry that he had given him, though innocently," fo great a fubjedt of mortification. When the young man was gone, continue the tai- lor, we were all aftonithed at the ftory, and turning to1 

the barber, told him he was very much in the wrong, if what he had juft now heard was true. Gentlemen,! anfwers he, railing up his head, which till then he had j held down, my filence during the young man’s dif-| courfe is enough to teftify that he advanced nothing ! that was not true ; ifeut for all that he has faid to you, | I maintain that I ought to have done what I did ; I j leave yourfelves to be judges of it: Did not he throw ) himfelf into danger, and could he have come off fo well S •without my affiftance ? He was too happy to get off ; with a lame leg. Did not I expofe myfelf to a greater j danger to get him out of a houfe where i thought he was ill treated ? Has he any reafon to complain of me, and to give me fo many bad words i This is what one gets by fervmg unthankful people. He accufes me of being a prattling fellow, which is a mere flander s Of feven brothers there are of us, I am he who fpeaks the kaft, and have moft wit for my fhare ; and to perfume 
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you of it, gentlemen, I need only tell my own ftory and theirs. Honour me,Ibefeech you, with your attention. 

The Story of the Barber. 
IN the reign of the caliph * Monftancer Billah, con- tinues he, a prince fo famous for his vaft liberality to- wards the poor, ten highwaymen infefted the roads about Bagdad, and for a long time committed unheard- of robberies and cruelties. The caliph, having notice of this, fent for the judge of the police fome days before the feaft of Bairam, and ordered him, on pain of death, to bring all the ten to him. The judge of the police ufed fo much diligence, and fent fo many people in purfuit of the ten robbers, that they were taken on the day of Bairam. I was walking then on the banks of the Tigris, and faw ten men richly apparelled go into a boat: I might have known they were robbers had I obferved the guards that were with them ; but I looked only to them, and thinking they were people that had a mind to fpend thefeftival day iu jollity, 1 entered the boat with them, without faying one word, in hopes they would allow me to be one of the company. We went down the Tigris, and landed before the caliph’s palace: I had time then to confider with myfelf, and to find my miftake. When we came out of the boat, we were furrounded by a new troop of the judge of the police’s guard, who tied us all, and carried us before the caliph. I fuffered my felf to be tied as well as the reft, without fpeaking one word : For to what 1 purpol'e ihould I have fpoke, or made any refinance ? j That had been the way to have been ill treated by the i guards, who would not have liftened to me, for they j are brutiih fellow's, that will hear no reafon. I was along ! with the robbers, and that was enough to make theta | believe me to be one. When we came before the caliph, he ordered the ten 
* He was raifed to this dignity in the year of the Hegira r 623, and anno Dom. 1326, and was the 2$th eaiiph of the race of the Abailides, 
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highwaymens’ heads to be cut offimmediately. Theexej cutioner drew us up in a file within reach of his arm, an< hygood fortunelwas the laft. I-Ie cut off the heads ofth ten highway men, beginningat the firft; and when he cam to me, he flopped. Thecaliph, perceiving that he did no jmeddle with me, he grew angry : Did not I commam thee, fays he,1 to cut off the heads of ten highwaymen and why h ft thou cut of but nine ? Commander of th faithful, fays he, Heaven preferve me from difobeyinj your.rmjefty’s orders, here are ten corpfes upon th< ground, and as many heads which I cut off; your ma4 jefty may count them. When the caliph faw himfelf that what the executioner Did was true, he looked up^ pn me with amazement, and perceiving that I had not the face of a highwayman, fays to me, Good old man,! how came you among thofe wretches who have deftrved; a thoufand deaths ? I anfwered, Commander of the; faithful, 1 fhall make a true confeflion ; This morningi I faw thofe ten perfons, whofe chaftifement is a proof- of your nwjtfty’sjuftice, take boat; I embarked with^ them, thinking they were men going to a treat, to cele- brate this day, which is the molt remarkable in our re- 1 ligion. The caliph could not forbear laughing at my adven- | ture, and inftead of treating me as a prattling fellow, asI the lame young man did, he admired my difcretion and t conftant lilence. Commander of the faithful, faid I, f your majefty need not wonder at my keeping frlence J on fuch an occa(ion as woyld have made another apt to ' fpeak : I make * particular profeffion of holding my j peace, and upon that account, 1 have accjtiired the glo- rious title of Silent; thus 1 am called to diftinguilh me from my fix brothers. This is the effeift of my philofo- phy; and in a word, in this virtue confifts my glory and happinefs. I am very glad, fays the caliph, Imiling, that they gave you a title that you fo well defcrve, and know how to make good ule of. But tel! me what fort pf.men were your brothers, were theyjike you ? By no means, laid I, they were all of thsra mere given to pratt- 
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fllirgthan another: and as to their perfons, there was 1 itill a greater difference betwixt them and me. The firft i was hump-backed, the fecond had rotten teeth, the i third had but one eye, the fourth was blind, the fifth had his ears cut, and the fixth had hare-lips. They had fuch adventures as would inform you of their charatfters, had I the honour to tell them to your majefty. And fince the caliph feemed to defire no better than that I Ihould tell him their ftbries, I went on without his order. 

Tbe Story of the Barb£r’s eldeji Brother. 
SIR, faid I, my eldeit brother, whofe name was Bac- bouc the Hump-back, was a tailor by trade. When he came out of his apprenticdhip, he hired a (hop over againft a mill, and having but very little bufinefs, he could fcarcely maintain himfelf. The miller, on the contrary, was very wealthy, and had a very handfome wife. One day, as my brother was at work in his fhop, he lift up his head and faw the miller’s wife looking out of the window, and was charmed with her beauty, j The woman took no notice of him, but (hut her win- dow, and came no more to it all that day, while the poor tailor did nothing but lift up his eyes towards the mill the whole day long. He pricked his finger oftener than once, and his work that day was not very regular. 1 At night, when he was to Ihut his fliop, he could fcarce tell how to do it, becaufe he ftill hoped the miller’s wife ! would come to the window once more ; but at laft he I was forced to (hut up, and go home to his little houfe, where he had but a very forry night. He got up be- | times in the morning, and ran to his (hop, in hopes to ; fee his miftrefs again ; but he was no happier than the I day befofe, for the miller’s wife did not appear at the window above one moment all the day; but that mo, : ment made the tailor the moft-amorous that ever lived. The third day he had fome more ground of fatisfa&ion j for the miller’s wife caft her eyes upon him by chance, and furprifed him as he was gazing at her, of which (he prcfently knew the reafon. 
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No fooner did the miller’s wife perceive my brother*? mind, but, inftead of being vexed at it, Ihe refolved to make it her diverfion: She looked upon him with a fmiling countenance, and my brother looked upon her1 

in the fame manner, but after fuch an odd fort, that thej miller’s wife prefently {hut her window, left her loud laughter ftiould have made him fenfibje that {he only ri- diculed him. Poor Bacbouc interpreted her carriage! to his own advantage, and flattered himfelf that fhe looked upon him with pleafure. The miller’s wife refolved to make fport with my brother: She had a piece of very fine fluff, with which 1 flie had long defigned to make her a fuit; ftie v;rapt it j up in a fine embroidered filk handkerchief, and lent it | him by a young (lave that flie'had ; who, being taught f her leffon, comes to the tailor’s fhop, and tells him, My | miftrefs gives you her fervice, and prays you to make | her a fuit of this fluff, according to this pattern ; flie I changes her clothes often, fo that her cuftom will be j profitable to you. My brother doubted not but the < miller’s wife loved him, and thought that ftie fent him I work fo foon after what had paffed between them, only to fignify that (he knew his mind, and to confirm him that he had obtained her favour. My brother, being of this opinion, charged the flave to tell her miftrefs, that j he would lay afide all work for her’s, and that the fuit ihould be ready next morning. In eftetft, he worked at i it with fo much diligence, that he finiflied it the fame day. Next morning the young flave came to fee if the fuit was ready ; Bacbouc gave it to her neatly folded up, telling her, I am too much concerned to pleafe your miftrefs to negledt her fuit; I would engage her by my diligence to make ufe of no other but myfeif for the time to come. The young flave went fome fteps, as if flie had intended to go away ; and then coming back, whifpered to my brother, I had forgot part of my com- mifiion, my miftrtfs charged me to compliment you in her name, and to alk how you pafied the night; for her, poor woman, flie loves you fo mightily that ihe could 
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sot fieep. Tell her, anfwers my filly brother, I have fo (trong a pafilon for her, that thefe four nights I have not flept one wink. After fuch a compliment from the miller’s wife, my brother thought Ihe would not let him languifh in expectation of her favour. About a quarter of an hour after, the (lave returned to my brother with a piece of fatin : My miftrefs, fays ftie, is very well pleafed with her fuit, nothing in the world can fit her better ; and fince it is very fine, ihe would not wear it without a new petticoat, and ihe prays you to make her one as foon as you can of this piece of fatin. It is enough, fays Bacbouc, I will do it before I leave my ihop: you ihall have it in the even- ing. The miller’s wife ihowed herfelf often at her win- dow, was very prodigal of her charms, and, to encou- rage my brother, ihe made as if ihe took pleafure to fee him work. The petticoat was foon made, and the fiave came for it, but brought the tailor no money, neither for the trimming he had bought for the fuit, nor for his labour. In the mean time, this unfortunate lover,whom they only amufed, though he could not perceive it, had i ate nothing all that day, and was forced to borrow mo- ney at night to buy his fupper. Next morning, as foon as he arrived at his ihop, the young ilave came to tell him that the miller wanted to fpeak to him : My mif- trefs, fays ihe, has told him fo much good of you when ■ ihe ihowed him your work, that he has a mind you ihould work alfo for him : She does it on purpofe that the friendihip ihe defigns to form betwixt you and him may make you fucceed in what you both equally defire. My brother was eafilyperfuaded, and went to the mill with the flave. The miller received him very kindly, and ihowed him a piece of cloth, told him he wanted ihirts, bid him make twenty of that cloth, and give him again what was over and above. My brother had work enough for five or fix days to make twenty ihirts for the miller, who afterwards gave him another piece of doth to make him as many pair of drawers. When they were finiihed, Bacbouc carried 
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them to the miller, who afked him what he muft have ■ for his pains ? My brother anfweted, he would be con- tent with twenty drachms of filver. The miller imme- ] diately called the young flave, and bid her bring him j the weights, to fee if his money was right. The (lave,) who had her lefibn, looked upon my brother with an ' angry countenance, to fignify that he would fpoil all if ; he took any money : He knew her meaning, and refufed ( to take any, though he wanted it fo much that he was 1 obliged to borrow money to buy the thread that fewed 3 the (hirts and drawers. When he left the miller, he came to me to borrov; money to live on, and told me they did not pay him. I gave him fome copper money I had in ; my pocket, and upon that he fubfifted for fome days. It is true, indeed, he lived upon nothing but broth, nor had he his fill of that. One day he went to the miller, who was bufy at his work, and thinking my brother came for money, he of- fered him fome; but the young flave being prefent made him another fign not to take it, which he complied with, and told the miller that he did not come for his mo- ney, but only to know how he did. The miller thanked him, and gave him an upper garment to make. Bacbouc carried it him next day. When the miller drew out his purfe, the young flave gave my brother the ufual fign, on which he faid to the miller, Neighbour, there is no hade, we will reckon another time ; fo that the poor ninny went to his (hop again with three terrible diftem- pers upon him, love, hunger, and want of money. The miller’s wife was not only greedy, but ill-natured; for, not content to cheat my brother of his due, (he provoked her hufband to revenge himfelf upon him for making love to her, which they accomplifhed thus. The miller invited Bacbouc one night to fupper, and after having given him a very forry treat, fays to him, Brother, it is too late for you to go home, you had beft (lay here all night; and then he carried him to a place in the mill, where there was a bed ; there he left him, and went to bed with his wife. About the middle of the night, the 
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miller comes to my brother, and fays, Neighbour, are you adeep ? my mule is ill, and I have a great deal of corn to grind, you will do me a mighty kindnefs if you will turn the mill in her dead. Bacbouc, to (how his good nature, told him he was ready to do him that piece of fervice, if he would fhow him how. Then the miller tied him by the middle to the mule’s place, and, whip, ping him over the back, fays to him, Go, neighbour. Ho! fays my brother, why do you beat me ? It is to make you btifk, fays the miller, for, without a whip, my mule won’t go. Bacbouc was amazed at this fort of treatment, but durft not complain. When he had gone five or fix rounds, he would fain have refled, but the miller gave him a dozen of found lalhes, faying, Courage, neighbour, don’t flop, pray: You mult go on without taking your breath, otherwife you will fpoil my meal. The miller obliged my brother to turn the mill all i night. About break of day he left him without unty- ing him, and went to his wife’s chamber. Bacbouc : continued there for fome time, and at laft the young [ flave came and untied him. Ah ! fays the treacherous | wretch, how my miftrefs and I bemoaned you ! We j had no hand in this wicked trick which her hufband ! has put upon you. Unhappy Bacbouc anfwered her [ never a word, he was fo much fatigued with work and I blows ; but crept home to his houfe refolving never to ! think more of the miller’s wife. The telling of this ftory, fays the barber, made the caliph laugh. Go home, fays he to me, I have or- dered fomething to be given you inftead of the good dinner you expefted. Commander of the faithful, fa id I, I pray your majefty to flay till I tell you the ftory of my other brothers. The caliph having fignified by his lilence that he was willing to hear me, 1 went onthus. 

The Story of the Barber’syrron^BROTHER. 
MY fecond brother, who was called Backbarah the toothlefs, going one day through the city, met an old 
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woman in an out-ftreet; ftie came to him prefently, and fays, I want one word with you, pray (top one mo- ment. He did fo, and afked her vdiat (he would have : If you will come along with me, fays (he, I will bring you into a (lately palace where you (hall fee a lady ai fair as the day: She will receive you with abundance of pleafure, and give you a treat with excellent wine; I need fay no more to you. But is what you fay, true i replied my brother. I am no lying huffey, replies the old woman; I fay nothing to you but what is true: But hark, I have fomething to a(k of you : You mud be wife, you muft fpeak but little, and you muft be mighty complaifant, Backbarah agreed to all this; the old woman went before, and he followed. After thej came to the gate of a great palace, where there was abundance of officers and domeftics, fome of then- would have (lopped my brother, but no fooner did the old woman fpeak to them but they let him pafs. Ther turning to my brother, (lie fays to him, You muft re- member that the young lady I bring you to, loves gooc nature and modefty, and cannot endure to be contra difted ; if you pleafe her in that, you may be fure tc obtain of her what you pleafe. Backbarah thanked hei for this advice, and promifed to follow it. She brought him into a fine apartment, which was i great fquare building, anfw'erable to the magnificence of the palace. There was a gallery round it, and a ven fine garden in the middle. The old woman m«de hin fit down upon a fofa very well trimmed, and bid hin ftay a moment till (lie went to tell the young lady of hi being come. My brother, who had never been in fuch a (lately pa lace before, gazed upon the fine things that he faw and judging of his good fortune by the magnificence o the palace, be was fcarcely able to contain himfelf fo joy. By and by he heard a great noife, occafioned b; a troop of merry (laves who came towards him witl loud fits of laughter, and in the middle of them he per ceived a young lady of jextraordiuary beauty, who wa 
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«afily known to be their miftrefs by the refpedt they paid her. Backbarah, who expedted private converfa- tion with the lady, was extremely furprifed when he faw fo much company with her. In the mean time, the Haves put on a grave countenance when they drew rear ; and when the young lady came up to the fofa, my brother rofe up and made her a low bow. She took the upper hand, prayed him to fit down, and fays to him, with a fmiling countenance, I am mighty glad to fee you, and with you all the happinefs you can defire. jMadam, replies Backbarah, I cannot defire a greater fhappinefs than to be in your company. You feem to be of good humour fays {he, and to have a mind that We s'fhould pafs the time pleafantly together. She forthwith commanded a collation to be brought; and immediately a table was covered with feveral : balkets of fruit and confedtions. The lady fat down at the table with the Haves and my brother ; and he being I placed juft over againft her, when he opened his mouth ! to eat, fhe perceived he had no teeth ; and taking no- I tice of it to her Haves, fhe and they laughed at him heartily. Backbarah, from time to time, lifted up his head to look at her, and perceiving her laugh, thought it was for joy of his company, and flattered himfelf that fhe would fpeedily fend away her flaves, and be with him alone. She judged what was his mind, and plea- fing herfelf to flatter him in his miftake, Are gave him abundance of fweet words, and prefented him the beft of every thing with her own hand. The treat being done, they rofe from the table, when ten Haves took mu- : fical inftruments, and began to play and fing, and others went to dance. My brother, to make them fport, did likewife dance, and the lady danced with them. After they had danced feme time, they f^t down to take breath ; and the young lady calling for a glafs of wine, looked upon my brother with a fmiling countenance, to fignify that Hie was going to drink his health. He I rofe up and ftood while Hie drank. When Hie had i done, inftead of giving back the glafs, Hie ordered it to VOL. il. G 
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be filled, and prefented it to my brother, that he mighlj pledge her. My brother took the glafs from the young lady’t hand, which he killed at the fame time, and ftood and drank to her in acknowledgement of the favour fha had done him. Then the young lady made him lit down by her, and began to carets him ; Ihe put hei hand behind his head, and gave him fome tips from time to time with her fingers : Ravilhed with thofe fa-i vours, he thought himfelf the happieft man in the world, and had a great mind alfo to toy with the charm- ing lady, but durft not take that liberty before fo many! Haves, who had their eyes upon him, and laughed a£ their lady’s wanton tricks. The young lady continued! to tip him with her fingers, but at laft gave him fuch a found box on the ear, that he grew angry at it; the con lour came in his face, and he rofe up to (it at a greater diftar.ce from fuch a rude play-fellow. Then the olds wmman who brought him thither gave'him a look to let him know he was in the wrong, and that he had forgot; the advice llae gave him, to be very complaifant. He! owned his fault, and in order to make amends, he went) near the young lady again, pretending that he did not go away out of any bad humour. She drew him by the! arm, made him lit down by her again, and gave him a, thqufand malicious hugs. Her Hayes came in for a part' of the diveifion ; one gave poor Rackbarah a fillip oq- the nofe with alt her ftrength ; another pulled him by) theeaisas if Ihe would have plucked them off; and; others boxed him fo as might fltow they were not in jell. My brother fuffered all this wdth admirable pa-.; tience, aff'edting a gay air, and looking to the old wo-j man, fays to her, with a forced fmile, You told me, in- deed, that 1 ftipuld find a lady very good, very plealant,' and very charming ; I muft own 1 am mightily obliged^ to you ! All this is nothing, replies the old woman, let' her go on, you will fee another thing by and by. Then the young lady fays to him. Brother, you are a brave man, I am g!*d to find you are cf fo good an kumawy 
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and fo complaifant to bear with my little caprices; your humour is exactly like mine. Madam, replied Backbarah, who was charmed with this difcourfe, I am no more my own man, I am wholly yours, you may difpofe of me as you pleafe. O ! how you oblige me, feys the lady, by fo much fubmiflion ! I am very well latisfied with you, and will have you to be fo with me ; bring him perfume, fays (he, and rofe-water. Upon this, two llaves went out and returned fpeedily; one with a lilver perfume-box, with the belt wood of aloes, with which (he perfumed him ; and the other with rofe-wa- ter, which (he threw on his hands and face. My bro- ther was quite belide himfelf at this honourable treat- ment After this ceremony, the young lady command- ed the Daves who had already played on their inftru- ments and fung, to renew their concerts. They obey- ed ; and in the mean time, the lady called another Dave, and ordered her to carry my brother with her, and do what (he knew, and bring him back to her again. Back- barah, who heard this order, got up quickly, and going to the old woman, who alfo rofe up to go along with him and the Dave, prayed her to tell him what they were to do with him ? My miftrefs is only curious, re- plied the old woman foftly; (he has a mind to fee how you look in womens’ drefs, and this Dave, who has or- ders to carry you with her, has orders to paint your eye-brows, to cut off your whHkers, and to drefs you like a woman. You may paint my eye- brows as much as you pleafe, fays my brother, I agree to that, becaufe I can walh it off again ; but to (have me, you know I muft not allow that. How can I appear abroad again without muftachios ? Beware of refufing what is afked of you, fays the old woman; you will fpoil your affairs, which go on now as well as heart can wifli; The lady loves you, and has a mind to make you happy; and will you, for a nafty whilker, renounce the molt deli- cious favour that man can obtain? Backbarah liftened jto the old woman, and without faying one word, went to a chamber with the Dave, where they painted his G J 



76 ARABIAN' NIGHTS 
eye brows with red, cut off his whifkers, and went toi do the like with his beard. My brother's patience then began to wear out; O ! fays he, I will never part i with my beard. The (lave told him, that it was to no purpofe that he parted with his whifkers if he would* not alfo part with his beard, which could never agree! with a woman's drefs; and {he wondered that a man,' who was upon the point to enjoy the fineft lady in Bag-! dad, fhould have any regard to his beard. The old wo- ' man threatened him with the lofs of the young lady’s! favour, fo that at laft he let them do what they would.; When he was dreffed like a woman, they brought him before the young lady, who laughed fo heartily when fhe faw him, that fhe fell backwards on the fofa where fhe fat. The flaves laughed and clapped their hands,! fo that my brother was quite out of countenance. The young lady got up, and ftill laughing, fays to him. Af- ter fo much complaifance for me, I fhould be very much in the wrong not to love you with all my heart; but there is one thing more you muft do for me, and that^ is, to dance as we do. He obeyed, and the young lady • and her flaves danced with him, laughing as if they had been mad. After they had danced fome time with him, they all fell upon the poor wretch, and did fo box and kick him, that he fell down like one out of his fenfes.; The old woman helped him up again, and that he might not have time to think of his ill treatment, fhe bid him, take courage, and whifpered in his ear, That all his fuf- ferings were at an end, and that he was juft about to re- ceive his reward. You have only one thing more to do, and that is but a fmall one : You muft know that my miftrefs has a cuftom when Ihe has drank a little, as you fee fhe has done to-day, to let nobody that (he loves come near her, except they be (tripped to the fhirt; and when they have done fo, fhe takes a little advantage of them, and fets a-running before them through the gallery, and from chamber to chamber, till they catch her. This is one more of her humours; what advantage foever fhe 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 77 takes of you, confidering your nimblenefs, and inclina- tion to the work, you will foon overtake her; ftrip yourfelf then to the flrirt, and undrefs yourfelf without delay. My filly brother, fays the barber, had done too much to ftick at any thing now. He undrefled himfdf; and in the mean time, the young lady was ftripped to her fhift and under petticoat, that fhe might run the more nimbly. When they were ready to run, the young lady took the advantage of twenty paces, and fella running with furprifing fwiftnefs : My brother followed her as fail; as he could ; the fiaves in the mean time laughing aloud, and clapping their hands. The young lady, in- ftead of lofing ground, gained upon my brother ; fhe made him run two or three times round the gallery ; and then running into a long dark entry, got away by a pafiage which (he knew. Backbarah, who (till follow- ed her, having loft fight of her in the entry, was obliged to flacken his pace becaufe of the darkntfs of the place ; at laft perceiving a light, he ran towards it, and w ent out at a door, w'hich was immediately (hut upon him. You may imagiqe that he was mightily furpri- fed to find himlelf in a ftreet inhabited by curriers, and they were no lefs furprifed to fee him in his (hirt, his eye-brows painted red, and without beard or mufta- chios: They began to clap their hands and (hout at him, and fome of them ran after him, and lafhed his buttocks with pieces of leather. Then they (lopped, and let him upon an afs which they met by chance, and carried him through the town, expofed to the laughter of the people. To comp'cte his misfortune, as he Went by the houfe of a juftice of peace, he would needs know the caufe of the tumult. The curriers told him, that they faw him come out in that condition at the gate of the apartment of the grand vifier’s lady, which opened into their ftreet; Upon which the juftice ordered unfortunate Backbarah to have a hundred blows with a cane on the foies of his 
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feet, and fent him out of town, with orders never to re-1 turn again. Thus, commander of the faithful, fays I to the caliph! Monftancer Billah, I have given an account of the ad-j venture of my fecond brother, who did not know that’ our greateft ladies divert themfelves fometimes by put-1 ting fuch tricks upon young people, that are fo foolilh 1 as to be catched in their fnares. 

‘The Story cf the Barber’s third Brother. 
COMMANDER of the faithful, fays he to the ca- ! liph, my third brother, whofe name was Backback, was blind, and his ill deftiny reduced him to beg from door ] to door. He had been fo long accuftomed to walk i through the ftreets alone that he had no need of one to \ lead him : He had a cuftom to knock at people’s doors, and not to anfwer till they opened to him. One day he knocked thus at a door, and the matter of the i hcufe, who^vas alone, /cried, Who is there l My bro- ; ther gave no anfvver, and knocked a fecond time : The ’ matter of the houi'e alked again, Who is there ? But to { no purpofe. My brother did not anfwer ; upon which i the man of the houfe came down, opened the door, : 

and alked my brother wdiat he wanted ? That you would give me fomething for Heaven’s fake, fays Back- j back. You feem to be blind, replied the matter of the 1 

houfe. Yes, to my forrow, lays my brother. Give me your hand, fays the matter of the houfe. My brother 1 

did fo, thinking he was going to give him alms; but he only took him by the hand to lead him up to his cham- ber ; Backback thought he had been carrying him to dinner with him, as feveral other people had done. When they came up to the chamber, the man loofed his hand out of my brother’s, and fitting down, alked him again what he wanted ? I have already told you, fays Backback, that 1 want fomething for God’s fake. Good blind man, replied the matter of the hpufe, all I 
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fays my brother, and not have given me the trouble ta have come up. And why, fool, fays the man of the houfe, do not you anfwer at firft, when people afk you who i^here ? Why do you give any body the trouble to come and open the door when they fpeak to you ? What will you do with me then ? fays my brother : I tell thee again, fays the man of the houfe, I have no- thinjf to give you. Help me down flairs then, replied Backback, as you helped me up. The flairs are before you, fays the man of the houfe ; and you may go down alone if you will. My brother went to go down ; but miffing a ftep about the middle of the flairs, he fell down and hurt his head and his back : He got up again with a great deal of difficulty, and complained heavily of the matter of the houfe, who laughed at his fall. As my brother went out of the houfe, two blind men, his companions, were going by, knew him by his voice, and alked him what was the matter ? He told them what had happened to him, and afterwards faid, 1 have ate nothing to day ; I conjure you to go along with me to my houfe, that I may take fome of the money that we three have in common to buy me fomething for fupper. The two blind men agreed to it, and they went home with him. You muft know that the matter of the houfe, where my brother was fo ill ufed, was a highwayman, and na- turally cunning and malicious. He heard at his window what Backback had faid to his companions, and there- fore came down and followed them to my brother’s houfe. The blind men being fat down, Backback fays to them. Brethren, we muft fhut the door, and take care there be no ftranger with us. At this the high- wayman was much perplexed; but perceiving by chance a rope hanging down from a beam, he catched hold of it, and hung by it, while the blind men fhut the door and felt about the room with their flicks. When they bad done this, and had fat down again in their places, the highwayman left: his rope, and fat down foftly by jny brother, who thinking himfdf alone with his com- 
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rades, fays to them, Brothers lince you have trufted me? with the money which we all three have gathered a long time, I will {how you that I am not unworthy of the! truft that you repofe in me. The laft time we reckoned,j you know we had ten thoufand drachms, and that we; put them into ten bags ; I will {how you that I have' not touched one of them ; and having faid fo, he put) his hand among fome old lumber, and taking out the] bags, one after another, gave them to his comrades, fay-! ing, There they are, you may judge by their weight that they are whole, or you may tell them if you pleafe.! His comrades anfwered, there was no need, they did not miftruft him ; fo he opened one of the bags, and) took out ten drachms, and each of the other blind men j did the like. My brother put the bags in their place again : After which, one of the blind men fays to him, There is no ; need to lay out any thing for fupper, for 1 have got aS ; much victuals from good people as will ferve us all j three. At the fame time he took out of his bag bread | and cheefe, and fome fruit, and putting all upon then table, they began to eat. The highwayman, who fat | at my brother's right-hand, picked out the beft and ] ate with them ; but whatever care he took to make no i noife, Backback. heard his chaps a-going, and cried out | immediately, We are undone, there is a ftranger among us: And having faid fo, he ftretchcd out his hand, and i catching hold of the highwayman by the arm, cried 'i out, Thieves, fell upon him, and boxed him. The j other blind men fell upon him in like manner, and the j highwayman defended himfelf as w ell as he could; and i being young and vigorous, and having the advantage j of his eyes, he gave furious blows, fometimes to one, * fometimes to another, as he could come at them, and \ cried out, Thieves, louder than they did. The neigh- J boars came running at the noife, broke open the door, l and had much ado to feparate the combatants; but j having at laft done it, they alked the caufe of their quarrel? My brother, who (Ull had hold of the high- j 
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wayman, cried out. Gentlemen, this man I have hold on is a thief, and ftole in with us on purpofe to rob us of the little money we have. The thief, who Ihut his eyes as foon as the neighbours came, feigned himfelf alfo to be blind, and cries out, Gentlemen, he is a liar. I fwear to you by the heavens, and by the life of the caliph, that I am their companion, and they refufe to give me my juft ihare ; They have all three fallen upon me, and I demand juftice. The neighbours would not meddle with their quarrel, but carried them all before a judge. When they came before the magiftrate, the highway- man, without ftaying to be examined, cried out, ftill feigning himfelf to be blind, Sir, (ince you are deputed to adminifter juftice by the caliph, whom God profper, I declare to you that we are all equally criminal, my three comrades and I; but we have all engaged upon oath, to confefs nothing except we be baftinado’d ; fo that if you would know our crime, you need only order us to be baftinado’d, and begin with me. My brother would have fpoke, but was not allowed to do fo; and the highwayman was put under the baftinado. The robber, being under the baftinado, had the cou- rage to bear twenty or thirty blows; when feeming to be overcome with pain, he firft opened one eye, and then the other, and crying out for mercy, begged the judge would put a ftop to the blows. The judge per- ceiving that he looked upon him with his eyes open, was much furprifed at it, and fays to him, Rogue, what is the meaning of this miracle ? Sir, replied the high- wayman, I will difeover to you an important fecret, if you pardon me, and give me, as a pledge that you will' keep your word, jhe feal ring which you have on your finger. The judge agreed to it, gave him his ring, and promifedhim pardon. Upon this, fays the highwayman, I muft confefs to you, Sir, that I and my three com- rades do all of us fee very well. We feigned ourfelves to be blind, that we might freely enter peoples houfes, and into womens apartments, where we might abufe 
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' their frailty. I muft farther confefs to you, that by thif trick we have gathered together ten thoufand drachms. This day I demanded of my partners 3500 that belong to me as my (hare, but they refufed, becaufe I told them I would leave them, and they were afraid I Ibould accufe them. Upon my preffing itill to have my fhare, they all three fell upon me ; for which I appeal to thofej people who brought us before you. I expedt from your juftice that you will make them deliver me the 3506 drachms which is my due ; and if you have a mind that! my comrades Ibould confefs the truth, you muft order them three times as many blows as 1 have had, and you; will find they will open their eyes as well as I did. My brother and the other two blind men would have 1 cleared themfelves of this horrid cheat, but the judge would not hear them ; Villains, faid be, do you feign yourfelves blind then, and, under that pretext, cheat j people, by begging their charity, and abufing poor wo- j men ? He is a cheat, cried my brother, we take God to I witnefs that none of us can fee. All that my brother could fay was in vain, his com- ' rades and he received each of them 300 blows. The judge looked always when they Ihould have opened their eyes, and afcribed to their obftinacy what really , they could not do. All the while the highwayman j faid to the blind men. Poor fools that you are, open your eyes, and do not fuffer yourfelves to be killed with blows. Then addrefling himfelf to the judge, fays, I perceive, Sir, that they will be malicioufly obfti- nate to the laft, and will never open thdr eyes. They have a mind certainly to avoid the fhame of reading their own condemnation in the face of every one that looks upon them ; it were better, if you think fit to pardon them, and to fend fome perfon along with me for the 10,000 drachms th^y have hid. The judge did fo, gave the highwayman 3500 drachms, and kept the reft to himfelf; and as for my brother, and his two companions, he thought he Ihow- ed them a great deal of pity by fenteucing them only 
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to be banifhed. As foon as I heard what befel my brother, I ran after him; he told me his misfortune, and I brought him back fecretly to the town. I could •ealily have juftified him to the judge, and have got the highwayman punilhed as he defervcd, but durft not attempt it, for fear of bringing myfelf into trouble. Thus 1 fimfhed the fad adventure of my honeft blind brother. The caliph laughed at it as much as at thofe he had heard before, and ordered again that fomething fhould be given me ; but without ftaying for it, I began the ftory of my fourth brother. 

The Story of the BaRBer’-s fourth Brother. 
ALCOUZ was the name of the fourth brother, who came to lofe one of his eyes upon an occafion that I fhall acquaint your majelty with by and by : He was a butcher by profeflion, and had a particular way of teaching rams to fight, by which he procured the ac- 1 quaintance and friendlhip of the chief lords of the country who loved that fport; and for that end kept rams about their houfes. He had btfides a very good trade, and had his (hop always full of the belt of meat, becaufe he was very rich, and fpared no coft for the ' belt of every fort. One day, when he was in his (hop, an old man with a long white beard came and bought fix pounds of meat of him, gave him money for it, and went his way. My brother thought the money fo fine, fo white, and fo well coined, that he put it apart by it- felf. The fame old man came every day for five months together, bought a like quantity of meat, and paid for it in the fame fort of money, which my brother con- tinued to lay a-part by itfelf. At the end of five months, Alcouz having a mind to buy a parcel of fluep, and to pay for them in this fine money, opened his trunk; but inftead of finding his j money, was extremely furprifed to fee nothing but a parcel of leaves clipped round in the place where he had laid it: He beat his head, and cried out aloud, which prefently brought the neighboms about hint. 
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who were as much furprifed as he, when he told then the ftory. O! cried my brother, weeping, that thi treacherous old fellow would come now with his hypo' critical looks! He had fcarce done fpeaking, when h faw him coming at a diftance, ran to him, and laid handj on him; Mufiulman, cries he, as loud as he could Help ! hear what a cheat this wicked fellow ha$ pu upon me ; and at the fame time told a great crowd o people who came about him, what he had formerly told his neighbours. When he had done, the old man w'ithout any paffion, fays to him, very gravely, You w’ould do well to let me go, and by that means make amends for the affront you have put upon me befor^ fo many people, for fear I ihould put a greater affront upon you, which I am not willing to do.—How, fays my brother, what have you to fay againft me ? I am an honeft man in my bufinefs, and fear not you nor: any body. You would have me tell it then, fays thei old man; and turning to the people, fays to them,! Know, good people, that this fellow, inftead of felling mutton as he ought to do, fells man’s flefh ! You are, a cheat, fays my brother. No, no, fays the old man good people, this very minute that 1 am fpeaking to; him, there is a man with his throat cut hung up in his. fhop like a fheep : do any of you go thither, and fee if what I fay be not true. Before my brother had opened his trunk h€ had juft killed a fheep, dreffed it, and expofed it in the fhop,| according to cuftom ; he protefted that what the^Bfd; man faid was falfe ; but notwithftanding all his protef-* tations, the mob being prejudiced agaiuit a man accu-i fed of fuch a heinous crime, would go to fee whether! the matter was true. They obliged my brother to quitj the old man, laid hold of him, and ran like madmen in- to his fhop, where they faw a man murdered and hung; up, as the old man had told them ; for he was a magi- cian, and deceived the eyes of all people as he did my brother, when he made him take leaves inftead of money. At this fpeftacle, one of thofe who .held Al- 
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couz gave him a great blow with his fift, and fays to him, Thou wicked villain, doft thou make us eat man’s fle!h inftead of mutton i And at the fame time the old man gave him another blow which beat out one of his eyes, and every body that could get near him beat him: and, not content with that, they carried him before a judge, with the pretended carcafe of the man to be evi- dence againft him. Sir, fays the old magician to the judge, we have brought you a man who is fo barbarous as to murder people, and to fell their flelh inftead of mutton: The public experts that you fhould puniih him in an exemplary manner. The judge heard my brother with patience, but would believe nothing of the ftory of the money exchanged into loaves, called my brother a cheat, told him he would believe his own eyes, and ordered him to have five hundred blows. He after- wards made him tell him where his money was, took it all from him, and banilhed him for ever, after having made him ride three days through the town upon a ca- mel, expofed to the infults of the people. I was not at Bagdad when this tragical adventure be- fel my fourth brother, but he retired into a remote Elace, where he lay concealed till he was cured of the lows with which his back was terribly maukd. When he was able to walk, he went by night to a certain town where nobody knew him ; and there he took a lodging, from whence he feldom went out; but being weary of this life, he went to walk in one of the fuburbs, where all of a fudden he heard a great noife of horfemen co- ming behind him. He was then by chance near the gate of a great houfe, and feating, after what had be- i fallen him, that thefe horfemen were purfuing him, he opened the gate in order to hide himfelf, and after he had (hut it, came into a great court, where immediately two fervants came and took him by the neck, and laid. Heaven be praifed that you have come of your own ac- cord to furrender yourfelf to us ; you have frightened us fo much thefe three laft nights that we could not . fleep; nor would you have fpared our lives if you von. 11. h 
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could have come at us. You may well imagine my; brother was much futprifed at this complaint: Good people, fays he, I know not what you mean, you cer- tainly take me for another No, no, replied they, you and your comrades are great robbers; You were not contented to rob our mafter of all that he had, and t<> reduce him to beggary, but you had a mind to take hia life. Let us fee a little if you have not a knife about you, which you had in your hand when you purfued us lalt night. And having faid thus, they fearched him,; and found he had a knife. Ho ! ho ! cried they, laying hold of him, and dare you fay that you are not a robJ ber i Why, fays my brother, cannot a man carry a knife; about him without being a highwayman ? If you will hearken to my ftory, continues he, inftead of having fo bad an opinion of me, you will be touched with com-; pafiion at my-misfortunes. But far from hearkening to; him, they fell upon him, trod him under foot, took; away his clothes, and tore his Ihirt. Then feeing the! fears on his back, O dog, faid they, redoubling theirj blows, would you have us to believe you are an honeft; man, when your back ftiows us the contrary ? Alas,; fays my poor brother, my faults muft be very great, lince, after having been abufed already fo unjuftly, ij am abufed again a fecond time, without being more^ culpable. The two fervaiits, no way moved with his complaint,- carried him before the judge, who alked him how he! durft be fo bold, as to go into their houfe, and purfud them with a drawn knife i Sir, replied poor Alcouz, Ij am the molt innocent man in the world, and am undone: if you will not be pleafed to hear me patiently: no-j body deferves more companion. Sir, replies one of the! domeftics, will you liften to a robber, who enters peoples; houfes to plunder and murder them ? If you will not be- lieve us, only look upon his own back ; and when he faid fo, he uncovered my brother’s back, and fhowed it to the judge, who, without any other information, torpmanded immediately to give hina 100 ladies with 
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r a bull’s pizzle over the (boulders, and made him after- i wards be carried through the town on a camel, with , one crying before him, ‘ Thus are fuch men puniflied .. as enter peoples houfes by force.’ After having treated . him thus, they banilhed him the town, and forbid him '< ever to return to it again. Some people, who met him , after the fecond misfortune, brought me word where he j was ; and I went and fetched him to Bagdad privately, and gave him all the affiftance I could. The caliph, continued the barber, did not laugh fo much at this (lory as at the other. He was pleafed to bewail the unfortunate AlcouZ, and ordered lomething to be given me. But, without giving his fervants time to obey his orders, I continued my difcourfe, and faid to him, My Ibvereign lord and matter, you fee that I do not fpeak much ; And fince your majefty has been pleafed to do me the favour to liften to me fo far, 1 beg you would likewife hear the adventures of my two other brothers: I hope they will be as diverting asthofe of the former. You may make a complete hiftory of them, which will not be unworthy of your library. 

The Story of the Barber's fifth Brother. 
ALNASCHAR, aslong as our father lived, was very lazy: inftead of working for his living, he ufed to go a-begging in the evening, and to live upon what he got next day. Our father died in a good old age, and left among us 700 drachms of filver: We divided them equally among us, fo that each of us had 100 for our (hare. Alnafchar, who had never fo much money be- fore in his lifetime, was very much perplexed to know what he (hould do with it. He confulted a long time with himfelf, and at laft refolved to lay it out on glades, bottles, and other glafs-work, which he bought of a great merchant. He put all in an open balket, and chofe a very little (hop, where he fat with the bafket before him, and his back againtt the wall, expe&ing while fomebody (hould come and buy his ware. In this pofture he fat with his eyes fixed on his balket, and h 3 
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began to rave. During which, he fpoke as follows,? loud enough to be heard by a neighbouring tailor :| ‘ This balket, fays he, coft me loo drachms, which is all 1 have in the world; I lhall make ioo of it by re- tailing my glafs ; and of thefe aoo, which I will againi lay out in glafs, I lhall make 400 ; and going on thus, I? fliall at laft make 4000 drachms : of 4000 I lhall eafily! make 8000, and when I come to r 0,000 I will leave off felling glafs, and turn jeweller; 1 will trade in diamonds,! pearls, and all forts of precious ftones. Then, when I? am as rich as I can wilh, I will buy a fine houfe, a great: eftate, flaves, eunuchs, horfes, &c.; I will keep a good; houfe, and make a great figure in the world; I will! fend for all the muficians and dancers of both fexes ini town. Nor will I Hop here ; I will, by the favour ofi Heaven, go on till I get 100,000 drachms, and when I have got fo much, I will think myfelf as great as a prince, and fend to demand the grand vitier’s daughter in mar-; riage, and reprefent to that minifter that I have heard; 

very much of the wonderful beauty and modefty, wit,; and all the other qualities of his daughter. In a word,! that I will give him rooo pieces of gold the firft night we are married; and if the vifier be fo uncivil as to re- fufe his daughter, which cannot be, I will go and take, her before his face, and carry her to my houfe, whether1 

he will or no. As foon as I have married the grand vi- fier’s daughter, I will buy her ten young black eunuchs, the handfomeft that can be had; 1 will clothe myfelf' like a prince, and ride upon a fine horfe with a faddles of fine gold, and houfings of cloth of gold finely etn-H broidered with diamonds and pearls. I will march through the city, attended by flaves before and behind ; and I will go to the vifier’s palace, in the view of all forts j of people, who will all fliow me a profound reverence. When I come to the foot of the vifier’s ftair-cafe, I will go up the fame in the prefence of all my people, ranged in files on the right and left; and the grand vifier, re- ceiving me as his fon-in-law, fliall give me the right hand, and&t me above him, to do me the more honour. 
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; If this comes to pafs, as I hope it will, two of my people ii fhall have each of them a purfe of a thoufand pieces of gold, which they fliall carry with them. I will take one, 'i and prefenting it to the grand vifier, I will tell him, |l There is the thoufand pieces that I promifed the firft if! night of marriage; and I will offer him the other, and fay | to him, There is as much more, to Ihow you that I am a man of my word, and that I am better than my pro- [ mife. After fuch an a&ion as this, all the world will I fpeak of my generofity. I will return to my own houfe 1 in the fame pomp. My wife fhall fend to compliment me by fome officer, on account of the vifit I made to her father: I will honour the officer with a fine robe, and fend him back with a rich prefent. If fhe thinks to fend me one, I will not accept of it, but difmlfs the bearer. 1 will not fuffer her to go out of her apartment, on any account whatever, without giving me notice : And when I have a mind to come to her apartment, it fhall be in fuch a manner as to make her refpedt me. In fliort, no houfe fhall be ordered better than mine. I will be always richly clad. When I retire with my wife in the evening, 1 will fit on the upper hand, I will affeft a grave air, without turning my head to one fide or the other ; I will fpeak little ; and whilft my wife, as beau- tiful as the full moon, ftands before me in all her orna- ments, I will make as if I did not fee her. Her women about her will fay to me. Our dear lord and mafter, here is your fpoufe, your humble fervant before you, fhe expects you would carets her, and is very much mortified that you do not fo much as vouchfafe to look upon her: She is wearied with ftanding fo long ; bid I her at leaft fit down. I will give no anfwer to this dif- I courfe, which will increafe their furpriling grief. They ■ will lay themfelves at my feet} and, after they have done fo a conliderable time, begging me to relent, 1 will at laft lift up my head, and give her a carelefs look: Afterwards I will return to my former pofture ; then will they think that my wife is not well enough, nor handfome enough drefled, and will carry her to her 
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clofet to change her apparel. At the fame time I willr get up and put on a more magnificent fuit than before they vvill return and hold the fame difcourfe with m®i as before, and I will have the pleafure not fo much aen to look, upon my wife, till they have prayed and eni treated as long as they did at firft. Thus 1 will begin on the firft day of marriage, to teach her what the is td expetft during the reft of her life. After the ceremonies of the marriage, fays Alnafchar, I will take from one of my fervants, who fhall be about: me, a purfc of five hundred pieces of gold, which I will give to the tire-women, that they may leave me alone? with my fpoufe ; when they are gone, my wife ftiall go; to bed firft: Then I will lie down by her, with my back: towards her, and will not fay one word to her all night.] The next morning flie wdl certainly complain of my contempt of her, and of my pride to her mother, the; grand vilier’s wife, which will rejoice me at heart. Her: mother will come to wait upon me, refpeitfully kifs my hands, and fay to me, Sir, (for ihe will not dare to call] me fon-in-law, for fear of provoking me by fuch a fa-; miliar ftyle), I pray you not to difdain my daughter, and refute to come near her: 1 afftire you that her chief bufinefs is to pleafe you, and that Hie loves you with i all her heart. But my mother in law had as good hold1 

her peace; I will not anfwer her one word, but keep my gravity. Then (he will throw herfelf at my feet, , kifs them, and fay to me, Sir, is it poffible that you can fufpedt my daughter’s chaftity ? I affure you 1 never let | her go out'of my fight. You are the (irft man that ever , faw her face ; do not mortify her fo much, do her the j favour to look upon her, to fpe ' k to her, and confirm her in her good intentions to fatisfy you in every thing. But nothing of this (hall prevail with me. Upon which my mo- ther-in-law will take a glafs of wine, and putting it in the hand of her daughter, my wife, will fay, Go, prefent him this glafs of wine yourfelf: perhaps he will not be fo cruel as to refufe it from fo fair a hand. My wife will come with the glafs, and ftand trembling before me j 
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i and when Che finds that I do not look towards her, that i I continue to difdain her, the will fay to me, with tears < in her eyes, My heart, my dear foul, my amiable lord, 11 conjure you, by the favours that Heaven beftows upon i you, to receive the glafs of wine from the hand of your molt humble fervant; but I will not look upon her (till, nor anfwer her. My charming fpoufe, Ibe will fay, re- doubling her tears, and putting the glafs to my mouth, I will never leave off till I prevail with you to drink. Then being fatigued with her entreaties, I will dart a terrible look at her, give her a good box on the cheek, and give her fuch a puih with my foot, as will throw her quite off the alcove. My brother was fo full of thefe chimerical vifions, that he adted with his foot as if Ihe had been really be- fore him, and, by misfortune, he gave fuch a pulh to his balket and glades, that they were thrown down in the ftreet, and broke in a thoufand pieces. A tailor, who was his neighbour, and heard his ex- travagant difcourfe, fell into a great fit of laughter when he faw the balket fall. O what an unworthy fellow art thou! fays he to my brother : Ought you not to be alhamed to abufe thus a young fpoufe who gave you no caufe of complaint ? You muft be a very brutifh fellow 1 to defpife the tears and charms of fuch a beautiful lady. Were I the vifier, your father-in-law, I would order you a hundred ladies with a bull’s pizzle, and fend you through the town, with your character written on your ! forehead. My brother, on this fatal accident, came ta himfelf, and perceiving that he had brought this mis- fortune upon himfelf by his inftipportablc pride, he I beat his face, tore his clothes, and cried fo loud that' his neighbours came about him ; and the people, who were going to their noon-prayers, flopped to know what was the matter. Being on a Friday, more people went to prayers than ufual; fome of them took pity on Alnafchar, and others only laughed at his extravagancy. In the mean time, his vanity being difperfed, as well as < bis glades, he bitterly bewailed hig iofs; aud a lady of 
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rote, pafling by upon a mule, with rich caparifons, m brother’s condition moved her companion : She afke who he was, and what was the matter with him ? The told her that he was a poor man, who had laid out little money he had in buying a baffeet of glafles, an^ that the balket falling, all his glafies were broke. Thi lady immediately turned to an eunuch who attendei her, and fays to him. Give the poor man what you hav about you. The eunucn obeyed, and put into my bro] ther’s hands five hundred pieces of gold ; Alnafchar waj like to die of joy when he received it: he gave a thou fand blefiings to the lady,and Ihutting up his Ihop, wher< he had no more occafion to fit, he went to his houfe. , While he was making deep reflections upon his gooc luck, he heard one knock at his door; before he open- ed, he alked who it was ? And knowing by the voic< that it was a woman, he let her in. My fon, fays Ihe I have a favour to beg of you : The hour of prayer ii Come, pray let me wafli myfelf that I may be fit to fay my prayers; Pray let me come into your houfe, and give me a bafon of water. My brother looked upon her^ and faw that Ihe was a woman well advanced in years j though he knew her not, he granted what Ihe required,, and then fat down again, being ftill full of his new ad-i venture. He put his gold in a long ftrait purfe, proper td carry at his girdle. The old woman in the mean time faid her prayers; and when Ihe had done, came to my brail ther, and bowed to the ground twice, fo low, that Ihe- touched it with her forehead, as if fhe had been going; to fay her prayers ; then riling up, Ihe wilhed my bro-, ther all man ner of happinefs, and thanked him for his ci- vility. Being meanly clad, and very humble to him, he thought file alked alms, upon which he offered her! two pieces of gold. The old woman Itepped back in a fort of furprife, as if my brother had done her an injury.* Heavens ! fays Ihe, what is the meaning of this ? Is it i poifible, Sir, fays Ihe, that you took me to be an impu- dent beggar ? Did you think that 1 came fo boldly into j your houfe to afk.almsf Take back your money, I ha\e 
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jo need of it, thanks to Heaven. I belong to a young ' ady of this city, who is a charming beauty, and very kh ; the lets me want for nothing. <i My brother was not cunning enough to perceive the ; :raft of the old woman, who only refuted the two pieces >f gold that (he might catch more. He atked her if he could not procure him the honour qf feeing that ady ? With all my heart, replied the, the will be very well fatisfied to marry, and to put you in poffeffion of her eftate, by making you matter of her perfon. Take up your money and follow me. My brother being ra- vithed with his good luck of finding fo great a fum of money, and almoft at the fame time a beautiful and rich wife, his eyes were thut upon all other confiderations, fo that he took his 500 pieces of gold, and followed the old woman. She walked before him, and he followed at a diftance, to the gate of a great houfe, where (he knocked. He came up to her juft as a youngGreek fiave opened the gate. The old woman made him enter firft, wentacrofs a court very well paved, and introduced him into a hall, the furniture of which confirmed him in the good opinion he had conceived of the miftrefs of the houfe. While the old woman went to acquaint the lady, he fat him down, and the weather being hot, put off his turban, and laid it by him. He fpeedily Gw the young lady come in, whofe beauty and rich apparel perfectly furprifed him : He got up as foon as he faw her. The lady, with a fmiling countenance, prayed him to fit down again, and placed herfelf by him. She told I him (lie was very glad to fee him, and after having fpoke fome engaging words to him, fays, We do not fit here at our conveniency: Come, give me your hand. At thofe words the prefented him her’s, and carried him into an inner chamber, where the entertained him for fome time. Then the left him, bidding him ftay, the would be with him in a moment. He expedted her; | but inftead of the lady came in a great black (lave with a fcimitar in his hand, and looking upon my brother with a terrible afpedt, fays to him fiercely, What have 
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you to do here ? Alnafchar was fo full of fear at thj fight of the (lave that he had no power to anfwer. Th black ftripped him, carried off his gold, and gave hiri ieveral cuts with his fcimitar My unhappy brothe fell to the ground, where he lay without motioi though he had ftill the ufe of his fenfes. The black thinking hiip to be dead, alked for fait; the Greel flave brought him a baton full: They rubbed my bro ther’s wounds with it, who had fo much the commani of himfelf notwithftanding the intolerable pain it pui him to, that he lay ftill without giving any fign of life The black and the Greek flave being retired, the old woman who drew my brother into the fnare, came anc dragged him by the feet to a trap-door, which (he open-, ed, and threw him into a place under ground, among the corpfe of feveral other people that had been mur- dered. He perceived this as foon as he came to him- felf ; for the violence of the fall had taken away hia fenfes. The fait rubbed into his wounds preferved hisi life, and he recovered ftrength by degrees, fo as he wasi able to walk. After tw o days he opened the trap du-' ring the night, and finding a proper place in the court! to hide himfelf, continued there till break of day, when' he faw the curfed old woman open the gate, and go ouT to feek another prey. He ftaid in the place fomej time after flie went out, that flie might not fee him,; and then came to me for flicker, when he told me of,! his adventures. In a month’s time he was perfe&ly cured of his wounds by medicines that I gave him, and refolved to ■ avenge himfelf upon the old woman who had put fuch : a barbarous cheat upon him: To this end he took a bag, , large enough to contain five hundred pieces of gold, | and filled it with pieces of glafs. My brother, continued the barber, fattened the bag of glafs about him, difguifed himftlf like an old wo- man, and took a fcimitar under his gown. One morn- ing he met the old woman walking through the town [ to feek her prey j he comes up to her, and counter- 
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•i citing a woman’s voice, fays to her, Can you lend me 1 1 pair of fcales ? I am a woman newly come from Per- 1 ia, have brought five hundred pieces of gold with me, < ind would know if they will hold out according to 1 rour weight. Good woman, anfwers the old hag, you <i :ould not have come to a more proper ptrfon: Follow i ne, I will bring you to my fon, who changes money, ind will weigh them himlelf, to lave you the trouble : Let s make hafte for fear he go to his Ihop. My bro- :ber followed her to the houfe where (lie carried him the rft time, and the Greek flave opened the door. The old woman carried my brother to the hall, where (he bid him (lay a moment till (he called her fon. The pretended fon came, and proved to be the villanous black (lave. Come, old woman, fays he to my brother, rife and follow me ; Having fpoke thus, he went before, to bring him to the place where he de- iigned to murder him. Alnafchar got up, followed him, and drawing his fcimitar, gave him fuch a dexte- rous blow behind on the neck as cutoff his head; which he took in one hand, and dragging the corpfe with the other, threw them both into the place under ground before mentioned. The Greek flave, who was accuf- tomed tot he trade, came prefently with a bafon of fait; but when (lie faw Alnafchar with the fcimitar in hi* hand, and without his veil, (he laid down the bafon and fled ; but my brother overtaking-her, cut off her head alfo. The wicked old woman came running at the noife, and my brother feizing her, fays to her, Treache- rous wretch, do not you know me ? Alas 1 Sir, an- fwers (he trembling, who are you ? I do not remember ; that ever I faw you. I am, fays he, the perfon to whofe ! houfe you came the other day to wafh and lay your prayers. Hypocritical hag, do not you remember it Then (he fell on her knees to beg his pardon, but he cut her in four pieces. There remained only the lady, who knew nothing of what had pafled : He fought her out, and found her W a chamber, where (he was ready to fink when die 
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faw him: She begged her life, which he generouf] granted. Madam, fays he, how could you live wr fuch wicked people as I have fo juftly revenged myfei upon now ? 1 was, fays Ihe, wife to an honeft me! chant; and the curfed old woman, whofe wickedne; I did not know, ufed fometimes to come and fee me- Madam, fays (he to me one day, we have a very fitj wedding at our houfe, which you will be pleafed to fee,' you give us the honour of your company : I was pel fuaded by her, put on my belt apparel, and took wit me a hundred pieces of gold. I followed her; fhj brought me to this houfe, where the black has kept m fince by force, and I have been three years here to m; very great forrow. By the trade which that curfei black followed, replied my brother, he mult have ga thered together a valt deal of riches. There is f< much, fays Ihe, that you will be made rich for ever i| you carry them off. Follow me, and you lhall fee them; fays fhe. Alnafchar followed her to a chamber, when! Ihe fhowed him feveral coffers full of gold, which he be- held with admiration, Go, fays fhe, fetch peopl^ enough to carry it all off. My brother needed not tc be bid twice ; he went out, and ftaid only till he gol ten men together, and he brought them with him, ant was much furprifed to find the gate open, but more ft when he found the lady and the coffers all gone ; for fhe being more diligent than he, carried them all off However, being refolved not to return empty handedj he carried off all the goods he could find in the houfej which was a great deal more than enough to make upJ the five hundred pieces of gold he was robbed off a But when he went out of the houfe, he forgot to fliutj the gate. The neighbours, who faw my brother anm the porters come and go, went and acquainted the ma- gifti te with it; for they looked upon my brother’s condudt as fufpicious. Alnafchar flept very well all night: But the next morning, when he came out of his houfe, he found twenty of the magiftrate’s men, who feized him. Come along with us, faid they, ourmaftcr 
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4 would (peak with you. My brother prayed to have h patience for a moment, and offered them a fum of -j money to let him efcape ; but inftead of liftening to him, they bound him, and forced him to go along with J them. They met in the ftrcet an old acquaintance j of my brother’s, who (topped them a while, and afked ^ them why they feired my brother ? and offered them a 
v conliderable fum to let him efcape, and to tell the magi- , ftrate they could not find him : But this would not do ) j fo he was carried before the magiftrate. When the officers brought him before the magiftrate* he afked him where he had the goods which he carried home lalt night ? Sir, replied Alnafchar, I am ready to tell you all the truth ; but allow me firft to have re- courfe to your clemency, and to beg your promife that cothing fhall be done to me. 1 give it you, fays the ma- giftrate. Then my brother told him the whole ftory with- out difguife, from the time the old woman came into his houfe to fay her prayers, to the time the lad y made her ef- cape, after he had killed the black, the Greek (lave, and the old woman ; And as for what he had carried to his i houfe, he prayed the judge to leave him part of it for the five hundred pieces of gold that he was robbed off. ! The judge, without pri.mifing him any thing, fent his officers to bring off all, and having put the goods into his own wardrobe, commanded my brother taquit the town immediately, and never to return ; for he waa ! afraid, if my brother had ftaid in this city, he would have found fome way to feprefent this injuftice to the caliph. In the mean time, Ainafchar obeyed without murmuring, and left that town to go to another. By the way he met with highwaymen, who (tripped him naked; and when life ill news was brought to me, I carried him a fuit, and brought him in fecretly again to the town, where I took the like care of him as I did of his other brothers. 

The.Story of the Barber.’* fxth Brother. 
I am now only to tell the ftory of my iixtk brother, 
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called Schacabac with the hare-lips. At firft he wj induftrious enough to improve the hundred drachms t filver which fell to his lhare, and became very well l pafs; but a reverfe of fortune forced him to beg hi bread, which he did with a great deal of dexterity. H ftudied chiefly to get into great mens’ houfes, by meartl of their fervants and officers, that he might have acj cefs to their matters, and obtain their charity. On day as he pafled by a magnificent houfe, whofe hig! gate ffiowed a very fpacious court, where there was i multitude of fervants, he went to one of them,and afke<j ,him to whom that houfe belonged ? Good man, replie the fervant, whence do you come that you afk me fuel a queftion ? Does not all that you fee make you under Hand that it is the palace of a Barmecide * f My bro ther, who very well knew the liberality and generofitj of the Barmecides, addrefled himfelf to one of his por4 ters, for he had more than one, and prayed him to give him an alms. Go in, faid he, nobody hinders you, and addrefs yourfelf to the matter of the hbufe ; he will fendj you back, fit sfied. My brother, who expe&ed no fuch cWjlity, thanked? the porters, and, with their permiffion, entered the pa- lace, which was fo large that it took him a confiderablej time to reach the Barmecides apartment; at laft he;1 

came to a fine fquare building of excellent architedure,; and entered by a porch, through which he faw one of the fineft gardens, with gravel walks of feveral colours,1 

extremely pleafant to the eye : The lower apartments; round this fquare were moft of them open, and were' fbut only with great cui tains to keep out the fun, which; were opened again when the heat was over. Such an agreeable place ftruck my brother with ad- , miration, and might well have done fo to a man far’ above his quality. He went on till he came into a hall richly furnilhed, and adorned with painting of gold j and azure foliage, where he faw a venerable man with a - 
* The Barmecides were a noble family of Perfia, 35 has . been faid already, who fettled tfcemfclves at Bagdad. 
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-! long white beard fitting at the upper end of an alcove ; 1 whence he concluded him to be the matter of the houfe; 1 and in effedt it was the Barmecide himfelf, who faid 1 to my brother, in a very civil manner, that he was 1 welcome ; and alked him what he wanted ? My lord, i anfwers my brother, in a begging tone, I am a poor j man who ftand in need of the help of fuch rich and ge- , nerous perfons as yourfelf. He could not have addrefiT- ed himfelf to a fitter perfon than this lord, who had a thoufand good qualities. The Barmecide feemed to be aftonHhed at my bro- ther’s anfwer, and putting both his hands to his fto- mach, as if he would rend his clothes for grief, Is it pottible, cries he, that I am at Bagdad, and that fuch a man as you is fo poor as you fay ? This is what mult never be. My brother fancying that he was going to give him fome Angular mark of his bounty, blefled him A thoufand times, and wifhed him all fort of happinefs. It fhall not be faid, replied the Barmecide, that I will abandon you, nor will I have you to leave me. Sir, replied I my brother, I fwear to you I have not tatted a bit to- day. Is that true, replied the Barmecide, that you are fatting till now! Alas for thee, poor man ! He is ready to die for hunger: Ho, boy, cries he with a loud voice, bring a bafon and water prefently, that we may wafh our hands. Though no boy appeared that my brother faw, neither with water nor bafon, the Barmecide fell a- rubbing his hands as if one had poured waterupon them, and bid my brother come and wafh with him. Scha- 1 cabac judged by that, that the Barmecide lord loved to be merry, and he himfelf underftanding raillery, and knowing that the poor mutt be complaifant to the rich, | if they would have any thing from them, he came for- ward and did as he did. Come on, fays the Barmecide, bring us fomething to eat, and do not let us ftay for it. When he had faid fo, though nothing was brought, he began to cut as if fomething had been brought him upon a plate, and putting his hand to his mouth, began to chew, and fays 
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to my brother, Come, friend, eat as freely as if yo«' were at home ; come eat, you faid you were like todi|j> of hunger, but you eat as if you had no ftomach. ParlH. don me, my lord, fays Schacabac, who perfedtiy imi||i tated what he did, you fee I lofe no time, and that I d( iny part well enough. How like you this bread, fay the Barmecide, do not you find it very good ? O nr lord, fays my brother, who faw neither bread nor meat I nevereat any thing fo white and fo fine. Come, eat you! belly-full, fays the Barmecide, I affure you the bakeri woman that bakes me this bread, coft me five hundred pieces of gold to purchafe her. The Barmecide, after having boafted fo much of htj bread, which my brother eat only in idea, cries, Boy, bring us another dilh : and though no boy appeared] Come, my good friend, fays he to my brother, taft^ this new dilh : and tell me if ever you eat better mut4 ton and barley-broth than this? It is admirably good, replies my brother, and therefore you fee I eat heartily^ You oblige me mightily, replies the Barmecide; I coni jure you then, by the fatisfadion I have to fee you eat -fo heartily, that you eat all up, fince you like it fo welli A little while after, he calls for a goofe and fweet fauce, vinegar, honey, dry raifins, grey peafe, and dry figs,, which were brought jull in the fame manner as the;1 

other was. The goofe is very fat, fays the Barmecide,'; eat only a leg and a wing, we muft fave our ftomachs,; for we have abundance of other dilhes to come.' He1 

adually called for feveral other dilhes, of which my; brother, who was ready to die of hunger, pretended toi eat; but what he boafted of more than all the reft was a lamb fed with piftachio nuts, which he ordered to bej brought up in the fame manner that the reft were. And^ here is a dilh, fays the Barmecide, that you will fee at’ nobody’s table but my own ; 1 will have you to eat your belly-full of it. Having fpoke thus, he ftretchedj out his hand as if he had a piece of lamb in it, and put- ting his hand to my brother’s mouth, There, fays he, fiyallow that, and you will know whether I had not 
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1 fejfon to boaft of this diih. My brother thrult out his i( head, opened his mouth, and made as if he took the » piece of lamb, and eat it with extreme pleafure. I i knew you would like it, fays the Barmecide. There i is nothing in the wot Id more fine, replies my brother ; fl your table is a moft delicious thing. Come, bring the j tagoo prefently, I fancy you will like that as well as t you did the lamb : Well, how do you relilh it ? Says B the Barmecide. O ! it is wonderful, replies Schacabac ; for here we tafte, all at once, amber, cloves, nutmeg, ginger, pepper, and the moft odoriferous herbs; and. all thefe taftes are fo well mixed, that one does not hinder, but we may perceive the other : O how plea- fant it is ! Honour this ragoo, fays the Barmecide, by eating heartily of it. Ho, boy, cries he, bring us a new ragoo. No, my lord, an’t pleafe you, replies my bro- ther, for indeed 1 can eat no more. Come, take away then, fays the Barmecide, and bring the fruit. He ftaid a moment, as it were, to give time for the fervants to carry away ; after which, he fays to my brother, Tafte thefe almonds, they are freih, new gathered. Both of them made as if they had peeled the almonds, and eat them ; after this, the Barmecide invited my brother to eat fomething elfe. Look you, fays he, there is all forts of fruits,' cakes, dry fweet-meats, and conferves, take what you like ; then ftretching out his hand, as if he had reached my brother fomething, Look ye, fays he,there is a lozenge, very good for digeftion. Schacabac, making as if he | eat it, fays, My lord, there is no want of mulk here. Thefe lozenges, fays the Barmecide, are made at my own houfe, where there is nothing wanting to make ! every thing good. He ftill bid my brother eat, and fays to him. Methinks you do not eat as if you had been fo hungry as you Lid when you came. My lord, replies Schacabac, whofe jaws aked with moving, and having nothing to eat, I affure you 1 am fo full that £ j cannot eat one bit more. Well then, friend, replies the Barmecide, we muft 



10a ARABIAN NIGHTS 
drink now, after we have eat fo well. You drink wine |.v jmy lord, replies tny brother, but I will drink none, ii r you pleafe, becauie I am forbid it. You are too fcru-i r pulous, replies the Barmecide ; do as I do. I will drinW then out of complaifance, fays Schaxabac ; for I fee j you will have nothing wanting to make your treai ! noble ; but fince I am not accuftomed to drink wine, I t »m afraid that I (hall commit fome error in point oj j breeding, and contrary to the refpedt that is due to| i you ; and therefore I pray you once more to excufeii me from drinking any wine, for I will be content withj water. No, no, fays the Barmecide, you (ball drink; wine ; and at the fame time he commanded fome to be; brought in the fame manner as the meat and fruit had^ been brought before. He made as if he poured out! wine, and drank firft himfelf, and then pouring out for! my brother, prefented him the glafs : Prink my health,] fays he, and let us know if you think this wine good. My brother made as if he took the glafs, and looked asi if the colour was good, and put it to his nofe to try if]; it had a good flavour : then he made a low bow to the Barmecide, to fignify that he took the liberty to drink: his health ; and making all the figns of a man that drinks with pleafure, My lord, fays he, this is very ex-; cellent wine, but I think it is not ftrong enough. If you would have ftronger, faid the Barmecide, you need only fpeak, for I have feveral forts in my cellar ; Try how you like this. Upon which he made as if he] poured out another glafs to himfelf, and then to my; brother, and did this fo often, that Schacabac, feigning' to be drunk with the wine, took up his hand and gave- the Barmecide fuch a box on the ear as made him fall! down ; he lifted up his hand to give him another blow, , but the Barmecide, holding up his hand to ward it o(F,l pries to him, What, are you mad ? Then my brother,, making as if he had come to himfelf again, fays, My | lord, you have been fo jjood as to admit your flaye in- to your houfe, and give him a great treat, you (lionId bave been fatisficd in making me eat; and not oblige me 
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11 to drink wine ; for I told you beforehand, that it might i occafion me to come fliort in my refpefts : 1 am very much troubled at it, and beg you a thoufand pardons. Scarce had he finiflied thete words, w hen the B n me- i p'de, inftead of being in a rage, fell a laughing with all i his might. It is a long time, fays he, that 1 wanted a 1 man of your character. f The Barmecide carefled Schacabac mightily, and J told him, I not only forgive the blow you gave me, but ; 1 am willing henceforward we fliould be friends, and 1 that you take my houfe for your home : You have been fo complaifant as to accommodate yourfelf to my hu- mour, and have had the patience to bear out the jell fo the laft, we will now eat in good earneft. When he had finifhed thefe words, he clapped his hands, and com- manded his fervant, who then appeared to cover the table, which was fpeedily done, and my brother was treated with all thofe in reality which he eat of before in fancy. At lalt they took away, and brought wine, and i at the fame time a number of handfome (laves, richly apparelled, came in and fung fome agreeable airs to the mufical inftruments. In a word, Schacabac had all the reafon in the world to be fatisfied with the Barme- cide’s civility and bounty; for he treated him as his fami- liar friend, and ordered him a fuit out of his -yardrobe. The Barmecide found my brother to be a man of fo much wit and underftanding, that in a few days after, he trufted him with his houfehold, and ail his affairs. My brother acquitted himfelf very well in that employ- ment for twenty years ; at the end of which this gene- rous Barmecide died, and leaving no heirs, all his eftate was contifcated to the ufe of the prince : Upon winch my brother was reduced to his firit condition, and join* I ed a caravan of pilgrims going to Mecca, defigning to accomplifh that pilgrimage upon their charity ; but by misfortune the caravan was attacked and plundeied oy a number of Beduins *, fuperior to that of the pilgrims, 

* Vagabond Arabians, who plunder the caravans when they are not able to refill them, 
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fume of aloes, with which they perfumed their beardq My brother was then taken as a-Have by one of the Bei duins, who put him under the baftinado for feveral days to oblige him to ranfom himfelf. Schacabac protefted to him, that it was all in vain. I am your flave, fays hej you may difpofe of me as you pleafe : but I declart unto you, that I am extremely poor, and not able to redeem myfelf. In a word, my brother difcovered toj him all his misfortunes, and endeavoured to foften hirri with his tears ; but the Beduin had no mercy, and beingj vexed to find himfelf difappointed of a confiderable fum,; which he reckoned he was fure of, he took his knife1 

and flit my brother’s lips, to avenge himfelf by this; inhumanity for the lofs that he thought he had fuf- tained. The Beduin had a handfome wife, and frequently! when he went on his courfes, he left my brother alone; with her, and then Ihe ufed all her endeavours to com-1 fort my brother under the rigour of his flavery; ihe.! gave him tokens enough that (he loved him, but he: durft not yield to her paflion, for fear he ihould repent i it; and therefore he ihunned to be alone with her as j much as ihe fought the opportunity to be alone with him. She had fo great a cuftom of toying and jetting j with the miferable Schacabac, whenever ihe faw him, i that one day (he happened to do it in prefence of her j huibar/d. My brother, without taking notice that he r obferved them (fo his fins would have it), jetted likewife with her. The Beduin immediately fuppofing that they lived together in a criminal manner, fell upon my bro- ’ ther in a rage, and after he had mangled him in a bar- ’ barous manner, he carried him on a camel to the top I of a defert mountain, where he left him. The moun- j tain was on the way to Bagdad, fo that the paffengers who patted that way gave me an account of the place , where he was. I went thither fpeedily, where I found : unfortunate Schacabac in a deplorable condition; I gave him what help he ttood in seed of, and brought i him back to the city. 
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i This is what I told the caliph Monftancer Billah, tdds the barber ; that prince applauded me with new | its of laughter. Now, fays he, I cannot doubt but they uftlygive you the furname of Silent. Nobody can fay , he contrary; for certain reafons, however, I command J rou to depart this town immediately, and let me hear ’ jo more of your difcourfe. I yielded to neceffity, and , went to travel feveral years in far countries. lunderftood 

3 at laft that the caliph was dead ; I then returned to j Badgad, where I found not one of my brethren alive. It : was on my return to this town, that I did the import- ant fervice to the fame young man which you have ; heard. You are, however, witnefs of his ingratitude, and of the injurious manner in which he treated me ; inftead of teftifying his acknowledgement, he rather chofe to fly from me, and to leave his own country. When I underftood that he was not at Bagdad, though nobody could tell me truly whither he was gone, yet I did not forbear to go and feek him. I travelled from province to province a long time, and when I had given up all hope, I met him this day, but I did not think to find him fo incenfed againft me. The tailor"made an end of telling the fultan of Caf- gar the hiftory of the lame young man, and the barber of Bagdad, after the manner I had the honour to tell your majefty. When the barber had finiihed his ftory, ■ we found that the young man was not to blame for call- ing him a great prattler. However we were pleafed that he would ftay with us, and partake of the treat , which the mailer of the houfe had prepared for us. We ! fat down to table, and were merry together till after ; noon-prayers ; then all the company parted, and I went [ to my (hop, till it wag time for me to return home. It was during this interval that Hump-back came half drunk before my Ihop, where he fung and tabered. I thought, that by carrying him home with me,I Ihould di- vert my wife, therefore I brought him along ; My wife gave us a dilh of filh, and I prefented Hump-back with fome, which he eat without taking notice of a bone. He 
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fell down dead before us, and after having in vain eflaye< • to help him, in the trouble occafioned us by fuch ai . unlucky accident, and in the fear it occafioned to us| i we carried the corpfe out, and dexteroufly lodged hin with the Jewifh doftor. The Jewilh dodtor put bin into the chamber of the purveyor, and the purvey© carried him forth into the ftreet, where it was believet the merchant had killed him. This, Sir, adds the tailor] is what I had to fay to fatisfy your majefty, who muf pronounce whether we be worthy of mercy or wrath] life or death. The fultan of Cafgar looked with a contented iir, and gave the tailor and his comrades their lives. 1 cannot but acknowledge, fays he, that I am more amazed witl^ the hiftory of the young cripple, with that of the bar- ber, and with the adventures of his brothers, than witfti the ftory of my jefter: But before I fend you all four* away, and before we bury Hump-back, I would fee the! barber, who is the caufe that I have pardoned you s Since he is in my capital, it is eafy to fatisfy my curiofi-i ty. At the fame time, he fent a ferjeant with the tailor^ to go and find him. The ferjeant and the tailor went immediately and; brought the barber, whom they prefented to the fultan.; The barber was an old man of ninety years, his eye-] brows and beard were white as fnow, his ears hanging' down, and he had a very long nofe. The fultan could not forbear laughing when he faw him. Silent map,! fays he to him, I underftand that you know wonderfull ftoriee, will you tell me fome of them ? Sir, anfweredl the barber, let us forbear the ftories, if you pleafe, <>t| prefent. I muft humbly beg your majefty to permit. me to a(k what that Chriftian, that Jew, that Mufful- ' man, and that deadHump-back, who lies on the ground, 1 do here before your majefty ? The fultan fmiled at the barber’s liberty, and replied. Why do you a£k ? Sir, re- plied the barber, it concerns me to alk, that your ma- jefty may know, that I am not fo great a talker as fome pretended, but a man juftly called Silent. 
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The fultan of Cafgar was fo complaifant as to fatisfy he barber’s curiofity. He commanded them to tell him he ftory of Hump-back, which he earneftly wilhed for. Vhen the barber heard it, he (hook his head, as if he rould fay there is fomething under this which he did lot underftand: Truly, cries he, this is a very furprifing lory, but I am willing to examine Hump-back a little ilofely. He drew near him, fat down on the ground, rad took his head between his knees, and after he had ooked upon him fteadfaftly, he fell into fo great a fit of aughter, and had fo little command of himfelf, that he :ell backwards on the ground, without confidering that ae was before the fultan of Cafgar. As foon as he came to himfelf, It is faid, cries he, and not without reafon, that no man dies without a caufe. If ever any hiftory deferved to be writ in letters of gold, it is this of Hump- back. At this, all the people looked on the barber as a buf- foon, or a doting old man. Silent man, fays the ful- tan, fpeak to me ; Why do you laugh fo hard ? Sir, an- swered the barber, I fwear by your majefty’s good hu- mours, that Hump-back is not dead; he is yet alive, and I (hall be willing to pafs for a madman, if I do not let you fee it this minute. Having faid thefe words, he took a box wherein he had feveral medicines that he carried about him to make ufe of on occafion ; and he took, out a little vial with balfam, with which he rubbed Hump back’s neck a long time: then he took out of this cafe a neat iron inftrument, which he put betwixt his teeth, and after he had opened his mouth, he thruft down his throat a pair of fmall pincers, with which he took up a bit of filh and bone, which he (bowed to all the people. Immediately Hump-back fneezed, (tretched forth his arms and feet, and gave feveral other figns of life. The fultan of Cafgar, and thofe with him, who were witnefies of this operation, were lefs furprifed to fee Hump back revive, after he had palled a whole night, aad great part of a day, without giyijig any figns of lifp, 
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than at the merit and capacity of the barber, who pew formed this; and, notwithftanding all his faults, bega« to look upon him as a great perfon. The fuitan, ri viihed with joy and admiration, ordered the Itory < Hump back to be writ down, with that of the barbe that the memory of it might, as it deferred, be prefe: ved forever. Nor did he flop here ; but that the tailo Jewilh dodtor, purveyor, andChriftian merchant, migh remember the adventure which the accident of Humpi back had occafioned to them with pleafure, he did nq fend them away till he had given each of them a ver! rich robe, with which he caufed them to be clothed i his prefence. As for the barber, he honoured him wit a great penfion, and kept him near his perfon. Thus the fultanefs finifhed this long train of advert tures, to which the pretended death of Hump back gavi occalion, then held her peace, becaufe day appearj ed. Upon which lifter Dinarzade fays to her, My prin, cefs, my fultanefs, 1 am fo much the more charmerj with the ftory you juft now told, becaufe it conclude with an incident I did not expedt. I verily though Hump-back was dead. This furprife pleafes me, fay Schahriar, as much as the adventures of tl e barber’! brothers. The ftory of the lame young man of Bag- dad diverted me alfo very much, replies Dinarzade. am very glad of it, dear filter, fays the fultanefs; anc fince I have had the good fortune not to tire out the pa- tience of the fuitan, our lord and mafter, if his majeftjj wi.l ftill be fo gracious as to preferve my life, I lhall haw the honour to give him an account of the amours o; Aboulhalfen Ali Ebn Becar, and Schemfelnihar, favou! rite of the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, which is no lef^ worthy of your notice than the hiftory of Hump-backi The 1'ultan of the Indies, who was very well fatisfied with the ftories that Scheherazade had told him hitheri to, was willing to hear that hiftory which Ihe promifedi He role, however, to go to prayers, and hold his coun- cil, without giving any figmfication of his pleafure to- wards the fultanefs. • 
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Dinarzade, being always careful to awake her filter, ;alled this night at the ordinary hour: My dear fitter, fays [he, day will foon appear. I earneftly beg of you to tell as fome of your fine ftories. We need no other, faid khahriar, but that of the amours of Aboulhafien Ali Ebn Becar, and Schemfelnihar, the favourite of caliph Haroun Alrsfchid. Sir, fays Scheherazade, I will fatisfy your curiofity ; and began thus : 

The Hiftory e/Aboux-hasskn Ali Ebn Becar, and Schemselnihar, Favourite of Caliph Haroun ; Alraschid. 
IN th£ reign of the caliph Haroun Alrafchid, there was at Bagdad a druggift called Aboulhaflen Ebn Tha- her, a very rich and handfome man. He had more of wit and politenefs, than thofe of his profefiion ordina- rily have : His integrity, fincerity, and jovial humour, made him to be loved and fought after by all forts of joeople. The caliph, who knew his merit, had an en- tire confidence in him. He had fo great an efteem for him that he entrufted him with the care to provide the ladies, his favourites, with all things they ftuod in need of. He chofe for them their clothes, furniture, and jew- [els, with admirable judgement. His good qualities, and the favour of the caliph, made the fons of emirs, and other officers of the firlt rank, to be always about him : His houfe was the rendezvous of all the nobility of the court. But among the young lords that went daily to vifit him, there was one whom he took more notice of than the reft, and with whom he contracted a particular friendffiip, called Aboulhaflen Ali Ebn Becar, originally of an ancient royal family of Perfia. This family continued at Bagdad ever fince the Muflulmen made a conquett of that kingdom. Na- ture feemed to have taken pleafure to endue this young [ prince with many of the rareft qualities of body and j mind: His face was fo very beautiful, his fhape fo fine, and his pbyfiognomy fo engaging, that none could fee 
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him without loving him immediately. When he fpoke he exprefled himfelf always in terms proper and well chofen, with a new and agreeable turn, and his voice! charmed all that heard him ; with this he had fo much! wit and judgement, that he thought and fpoke on al|> fubjedts with admirable exadtnefs. He was fo referved and modeft, that he advanced nothing till after he hadt taken all poffible precautions to avoid giving any ground^ of fufpicion that he preferred his own opinion to that of others. Being fuch a perfon as I have reprefented him, we need not wonder at Ebn Thaher diftinguifliing himfelf from all other young noblemen of the court, moft of whom had vices contrary to his virtues. One day^j when the prince was with Ebn Thaher, there came! a lady mounted on a pye-balled mule, in the midft of fix women flaves, who accompanied her on foot, alii very handfome, as far as could be judged by their air,! and through the veils which covered their faces. The lady had a girdle of a rofe-colour, four inches broad* embroidered with pearls and diamonds of an extraor-;] dinary bignefs ; and as for beauty, it was eafy to per-! 

ceive that (he furpafled all her women, as far as the full; moon does that of two days old. She came to bu/j fonaetbing, and when (lie had fpoken to Ebn Thaher* Ihe entered his (hop, which was very neat and large,; and he received her with all the marks of the moft pro<< found refpedt, entreating her to fit down, and (howingj her with his hand the moft honourable place. In the mean time, the prince of Perfia not being will-] ing to let fuch an occafion pafs, to (how his good breed-- ing and courtly temper, beat up the cuftiion of cloth of! gold, for the lady to lean on ; after which he retired) fpeedily, that (he might fit down; and having faluted^ her, by killing the tapeitry under her feet, he rofe and, flood at the lower end of the fofa. It being her cuftom to be free with Ebn Thaher, (he lifted up her veil, and then difcovered to the prince of Perfia fuch an extraor- dinary beauty, that he was ftruck with it to the heait. 
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On the other hand, the lady could not contain herfelf rom looking upon the prince, the fight of whom had nade the fame impreffion upon her. My lord, fays (he to him with an obliging air, pray fit down. The prince >f Perfia obeyed, and fat down upon the edge of the bfa. He had his eyes conftantly fixed upon her, and ‘wallowed down large draughts of the fweet poifon of love. She quickly perceived what pafied in his heart, and this difcovery ferved to inflame her the more to- wards him. She rofe up, went to Ebn Thaher, and after flie had whifpered to him the caufe of her coming, ihe liked the name and country of the prince ? Madam, anfwered Ebn Thaher, this young nobleman’s name is Aboulhaflen Ali Ebn Becar, and he is a prince of the blood royal. The lady was ravilhed to hear, that the perfon Ihe already loved fo paflionately was of fo high a qua- lity. You mean certainly, fays Ihe, that he is defcended of the kings of Perfia ? Yes, Madam, replied Ebn Tha- her, the laft kings of Perfia were his anceftors, and fince the conqueft of that kingdom, the princes of his family have always made themfelves very acceptable at the court of our caliphs. You will oblige me much, adds Ihe, to make me acquainted with this young nobleman: When I fend this woman, fays Ihe, pointing to one of her flaves, to give you notice to come and fee me, pray bring him with you; I lhall be very glad that he fee the magnificence of my houfe, that he may fee that avarice does not reign at Bagdad among perfons of quality. You know very well what I mean ; do not fail, other- wife I (hall be very angry with you, and never come hither again while I live. Ebn Thaher was a man of too much penetration not to perceive the lady’s mind by thefe words; My prin- cefs, my queen, replied he, God preferve me from ever giving you any occafion of anger againft me : I (hall al- ways make it a law to obey your commands. At this anfwer, the lady bowed to Ebn Thaher, and bid him farewell; and after (he had given a favourable look to 
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the prince of Perfia, Ihe remounted her mule, and wen: her way. The prince of Perfia was fo deeply in love with the lady, that he looked after her as far as he could fee herj and a long time after Ihe was out of fight, he ftill look- ed that way. Ebn Thaher told him that feveral perfoni obferved him, and began to laugh to fee him in thh pofture. Alas ! faid the prince to him, the world and you would have compafflon on me, if you knew thai the fine lady who is juft now gone fom you has carried with her the belt part of me, and that the remaining part feeks for an opportunity to go after her. Tell me, 1 conjure you, adds he, what cruel lady is this, who forcei people to love her, without giving them time to advife : My lord, anfivers Ebn Thaher, this is the famous Schema felnihar *, the principal favourite of the caliph our maf- ter. She is juftly fo called, adds the prince, fince (he is more beautiful than the fun at noon-day. That is true, replied Ebn Thaher, therefore the commander of the faithful loves, or rather adores her: he gave me expref^ orders to furr.ilh her all that Ihe alked of me, and to prevent as much as poffible every thing that flie can de4 fire of me. He fpoke after this manner to hinder him from en«. gaging in an amour which could not but prove unhappy to him ; but this ferved only to inflame him the more. I was very doubtful, charming Schemfelnihar, cries he, I (hould not be allowed fo much as to think of you I perceive well, however, that, without hopes of being! loved by you, I cannot forbear loving you ; I will lov$ you then, and blefs my lot that I am flave to an objedt fairer than the meridian fun. While the prince of Perfia was thus confecrating his- heart to fair Schemfelnihar, this lady, when ihe came home, thought upon a way how ihe might fee and have free converfe with him. She no fooner entered her palace, but ihe fent to Ebn Thaher the woman ihe had flrowed him, and in whom ihe had put all her confi- 

* This word fignifies the Sun of the Day. 



ENTERTAINMENTS* 113 
1 dence, to tell him to come and fee her without delay, ; and to bring the prince of Perfia with him. The flave came to Ebn Thaher’s fhop, while he was fpeaking with the prince, and endeavouring to difluade him, by very ftrong arguments, from loving the caliph’s-favourite. When (he faw them together, Gentlemen, fays (he to them, my honourable miftrefs, Schemfelnihar, the chief favourite of the commander of the faithful, entreats you to come to her palace, where (he waits for you. Ebn Thaher, to teftify his obedience, rofe up immediately, without anfwer?*ig the (lave, and followed her, not with- out fome reluftance. As for the prince, he followed, without refle<fting upon the danger there might be in fuch a vifiu The company of Ebn Thaher, who had a liberty, when he pleafed, to go to the favourite, made the prince very eafy in the matter : They followed the (lave, who went a little before them, and entered after her into the caliph’s palace, and joined her at the gate of Schemfelnihar’s little palace, which was ready open. She introduced them into a great hall, where (he prayed them to fit down. ! The prince of Perfia thought himfelf in one of thofe delicious palaces that are promifed to us in the other world : He had never feen any thing that came near the magnificence of the place he was in. The carpets, cu(hions, and other furniture of the fofa, the moveables, ornaments, and archite&ure, were furprifingly beautiful. A little time after-EbnThaherand he had fat down, a very handfome black flave brought them a table covered with feveral very fine difhes, the admirable fmells of which made them judge of the delicacy of the fauce. While they were eating, the (lave which brought them in waited upon them; (he took care toinvite them toeatof whatftie knewtobethe greateft dainties. The other (laves brought them excellent wine after they had eaten. When they had done, there was prefented to each of them a fine gold bafon full of water to wa(h their hands; after which they brought them a golden pot full of the per- * 3 
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and clothes. Odoriferous water was not forgot, bu< ferved up in a golden veflel, enriched with diamondi and rubies, made particularly for this ufe, and it wai thrown upon their beards and faces, according to cuf tom. Then they went to their places: but they ha<4 fcarce fat down, when the Have entreated them to arife and follow her : She opened a gate of the hall when? [' they were, and they entered into a large faloon of a marvellous ftrudure. It was a dome of the moft agree- able faihion, fupported by an hundred pillars of marble* white as alabafter. The bafes and chapiters of the pil- lars were adorned with four-footed beafts, and birds ot feveral forts, gilded. The foot-carpet of this noble par-j lour confifted of one piece of cloth of gold, embroider- ed with garlands of rofes, of white and red filk, and the dome, being painted in the fame manner after the Ara- bian form, was one of the molt charming objedts that the eye could behold. Betwixt each columm there was a; little fofa adorned in the fame manner, and great vefiels of china, cryftal, jafper, jet, porphyry, ag;,te, and other*1 

precious materials, garnifhed with goldi and jewels i The fpaces betwixt the columns were fo many large win-* dows. with jets high enough for one to lean on, cover-- ed with the fame fort of (tuff as the fof as, and looking? out into the moft delicious garden of the world; the- walks were of little pebbles of differen t colours, which refembled the foot-carpet of the faloo n ; fo that look-i fng upon the carpet within and without, it looked as if; the dome, and the garden with all itn ornaments, had; flood upon the fame carpet. The pr ofpedt round was thus: At the end of the walks there ’ivere two canals of, clear water, of the fame circular fi gure as the dome,1 

the one of which, being higher than the other,emptied? its water into the lowermolt, in fon n of a table-cloth ; Snd curious pots of gilt brafs, with flowers and greens, were fet upon its banks at equal dill ances. Thofe walks ‘ Jay betwixt great plots of ground, p'lanted with ftrait and bulhy trees, wdiere there were a thoufand birds, which formed a melodious conceit, and, diverted the view by 
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t their flying about, and fometimes by playing together, and at other times, by fighting in good earned in the '» air. i The prince of Perfia and Ebn Thaher were a long ai time taken up in viewing the magnificence of the place, 4 and teftified their furprile at every thing they faw, ef- 4 pecially the prince, who had never feen any thing like i .it. Ebn Thaher, though he had been feveral times in that delicate palace, yet could not but obferve many new beauties. In a word, they never grew weary in admiring fo many Angular things, and were thus agreeably employed, when they perceived a company of ladies, richly apparelled, fitting without, at feme diftance from the dome, each of them upon a feat of Indian wood, inlaid with filver wire in figures, with in- ftruments of mufic in their hands, expecting orders to play. They went both to the jet, which fronted the ladies, and on the right they faw a great court, with a flair up from the garden, encompafied with beautiful apartments. The Have had left them, and being alone, they difeourfed together. For you who are a wife man, fays the prince of Perfia, I doubt not but you look with a great deal of fatisfadtion upon all thefe marks of gran- deur and power. For my part, I do not think there is any thing in the world more furprifing. . But when I confider that this is the glorious habitation of the lovely ; Sehemfelnihar, and that he is the greateft monarch of the earth who keeps her here, I confefs to you that I 1 look upon myfelf to be the moft unfortunate of man- kind, and that no deftiny can be more cruel than mine, to love an objed poflefied by my rival, and that too in a place where he is fo potent, that l cannot think my- felf fure of my life one moment. Ebn Thaher, hearing the prince of Perfia fpeak, fays to him, Sir, I wifli you could give me as good affu- rance of the happy fuccefs of your amours as I can give you of the fafety of your life. Though this ftately pa- lace belongs to the caliph, who built it on purpofe for Schemfclnihar, called it, The palace of eternal plea- 
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fures, and that it makes part of his own palace ; yd you muft know that this lady lives here at entire Ifc berty: She is not befieged by eunuchs to be fpies upoi her ; this is her particular houfe that is abfolutely al her difpofaL She goes into the city when the pleafeS; and returns again, without afking leave of any body; and the caliph never comes to fee her, but he fends Mefrour, the chief of his eunuchs, to give her notice! that the may be prepared to receive him. Thereforej( you may be eafy, and give full attention to the concert of mufic, which I perceive Schemfelnihar is preparing^ for you. Juft as Ebn Thaher had fpoke thefe words, the; prince of Perfia and he faw the favourite’s trufty tlave' come and give orders to the ladies to begin to ting and* play with their inftruments: They all began imme- diately to play together as a preludium, and after theyj had played tome time, one of them began to fingj alone, and played at the fame time admirably well up-1 on her lute, being advertifed beforehand upon what; fubjedt Ihe was to fing. The words were fo agreeable i to the prince of Perfia’s fentiments, that he could not | forbear to applaud her at the end of the ftave : Is it ; poffibl'e, cries he, that you' have the gift of knowing i people’s hearts, and that the knowledge of what is in ^ my mind has occafioned you to give us a tafte of your charming voice by thofe words ? I Ihould not exprefs ;| myfelf otherwife, were I to choofe. The lady replied nothing, but went on and fung feveral other ftaves, with ] which the prince was fo much affedted, that he repeated i feme of them with tears in his eyes, which difeovered : plain enough, that he applied them to himfelf. When : fhe had made an end, Ihe and her companions rofe up, i and fung all together, fignifying by their words, That : 

the full moon was going to rife in all her fplendour, / and that they Ihould ipeedily lee her approach the fun: | By which it was meant, that Schtmfelnihar, was juft a- coming, and that the prince of Perfia Ihould have the , pkafure to lee her. • 
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‘ And in effeft, as they looked towards the court, they aw Schemfelnihar’s confident coming towards them, bllowed by ten black women, who, with much ado, :arried a throne of mafly filver, curioufiy wrought, vhich they fet down before them at a certain diftance ; ifter which the black Haves retired behind the trees .0 the entrance of a walk. After this came twenty riandfome ladies richly apparelled, all in one drefs; They advanced in two rows, finging and playing upon inftruments which each of them held in her hand, and coming near the throne, ten of them fat down on each fide of it. All thefe things kept the prince of Perfia and Ebn Thaher in fo much the greater expectation, that they were curious to know how they would end. They then faw come out at the fame gate from whence the ten black women came, ten other handfome ladies very well drefled, who halted there a few moments, expecting the favourite, who came out the laft, and placed herfelf in the midft of them. Schemfelnihar was eafily diftinguilhed from the reft, by her fine lhape and majeftic air, as well as by a fort of mantle of a very fine ftuflf of gold and fky blue, fatt- ened to her fhoulders over her other apparel, which •was the moft handfome, belt contrived, and molt mag- nificent that could be thought on. The pearls, and rubies, and the diamonds, which i adorned her, were in very good order; not many in num- , ber, but well chofen, and of ineltimable value : She came forward with a msjefty refembling the fun in its courfe amidft the clouds, which receive his fplendour without hiding his luftre, and fat down upon the filver throne that was brought for her. As foon js the prince of Perfia faw Schemfelnihar, he could look upon nothing elfe. We ceafe inquiring, fay* he to Ebn Thaber, after what we feek, when once we fee it; and there is no doubt left remaining when once the truth makes itfelf manifeft : Do you fee this charming beauty ? She is the caufe of all my fufferings. 
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which I hug, and will never forbear bleffing them, hov lafting foever they may be : At the fight of this objei I am not my own matter: My foul is difturbed, au rebels, and 1 fancy it has a mind to leave me ! Go ther my foul, I allow thee, but let it be for the welfare an< prefervation of this weak body. It is you, cruel Eb Thaher, who are the caufe of this diforder; yot thought to do me a great pleafure in bringing me hij ther, and I perceive I am only come to complete mj ruin. Pardon me, fays he, interrupting himfelf; I arr miftaken, I was willing to come, and can blame nobody butmyfelf; and at thefe words broke out into tears i I am very well pleafed, fays Ebn Thaher, that you doi me juftice; When I told you at fii ft that SchemfelnihaC was the caliph’s chief favourite, I did it on purpofe to prevent that fatal pafiion which you pleafe yourfelf! with entertaining in your breaft : All that you fee here ought to difengage you, and you are to think on] nothing but of acknowledgements for the honour which! Schemfelnihar was willing to do you, by ordering me to bring you with me : Call in then your wandering! reafon, and put yourfelf in a condition to appear be- fore her, as good breeding requires. Lo! there Ihe comes : Were the matter to begin again, I would take! 

other meafures; but fince the thing is done, I wifli we ; 

may not repent it. What I have farther to fay to you'; is this. That love is a traitor, who may throw you in- I to a pit you will never get out of. Ebn Thaher had not time to fay any more, becaufe j Schemfelnihar came, and fitting down upon her throne, j faluted them both with bowing her head ; but ftie fix- ed her eyes on the prince of Perfia, and they fpoke to . one another in a Blent language, intermixed with fighs; by which, in a few moments, they fpoke more than they ’ could have done by words in a great deal of time. The more Schemfelnihar looked upon the prince, the more fhe found by his looks that he was in love with her; and being thus perfuaded of his pafiion, thought her- felf the happieft woman in the world. At laft fhe turn- 
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' d her eyes from him to command the women who be- an to fing firft to come near ; they got up, and whilft ley advanced, the black women, who came out of the ralk into which they retired, brought their feats, and :t them near the window, in the jet of the dome, where Ibn Thaher and the prince of Perfia ftood, and their :ats were fo difpofed on each lide the favourite’s hrone, that they formed a femicircle. The women, who were fitting before file came, took ach of them their places again, with the permiffion of chemfelnihar, who ordered them by a fign. That harming favourite chofe one of thofe women to fing, rho, after (he had fpent fome moments in tuning her ute, played a fong ; the meaning whereof was, That wo lovers, who entirely loved one another, whofe af- eiftion was boundlefs, their hearts, though in two ho- lies, were one and the fame ; and when any thing op- >oled their defires, could fay with tears in their eyes, f we love becaufe we find one another amiable, ought ffe to be blamed for this ? Let deftiny bear the blame. Schemfelnihar difcovered fo well by her eyes and 5eftures, that thofe fayings ought to be applied to her tnd the prince of Perfia, that he could not contain him- elf; but arofe and came to a ballufter, which he lean- id upon, and obliged one of the women who came to ing, to obferve him. When Ihe was near him, Follow ne, fays he to her, and do me the favour to accompany with your lute a fong which you (hall hear forthwith. Then he fung with an air fo tender and paffionate as perfc&ly exprefled the violence of his love. As foon as he had done, Schemfelnihar, following his example, [aid to one of the women, Follow me likewife, and accompany my voice : At the fame time (he fung after fuch a manner as did farther pierce the heart of the prince of Perfia, who anfwered her by a new air as paf- fionate as the former. Thofe two lovers declared their mutual a(Fe<ftion by their fongs. Schemfelnihar yielded to the force of her’*; flie arofe from her throne, and advanced to- 
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wards the door of the hall. The prince* who kntf n her delign, arofe immediately and went towards her it all hafte. They met at the door, where they took one ai other by the hand, and embraced with fo much pallic 3 that they fainted, and would have fallen, if the wi v men who followed them had not helped them. Th^ll fupported them, and carried them to a fofa, where the rl were brought to themfelves again, by throwing odoi*D ferous water upon their faces, and by giving them thing i to fmell. When they came to themfelves, the firft thing thi Schemfelnihar did was to look about; and not feeio Ebn Thaher, the alked, with a great deal of concer? where he was? He had withdrawn out of refpedt whil her women were applying things to recover her, an* dreaded, not without reafon, that fome troublefom confequence might attend what had happened ; but a foon as he heard Schemfelnihar alk for him, he camr forward and prefented himfelf before her. Schemfelnihar was very well pleafed to fee Ebj Thaher, and exprefled her joy in thefe terms : Kinj Ebn Thaher, 1 do not know-how to make amends fo* the great obligations you have put upon me ; withovt you, I Ihould never have feen the prince of Perfia, nc| have loved that which is the molt amiable thing in thi world; but you may affure yourfelf, however,that I (haj not die ungrateful, and that my acknowledgement, ij poflible, (hall be equal to the obligation. Ebn Thahe; \ anfvvered this compliment by a low bow, and wiQie< \ the favourite the accomplilhment of all her defires. > Schemfeluihar, turning towards the prince of Perfiaj who fat by her, and looking upon him with fome for; of confufion, after what palled betwixt .them, fays td him. Sir, I am very well affured you love me, and how great foever your love* may be to me, you need no doubt but mine is as great towards you. But let us no flatter ourfeives; for though we, be both agreed, yet 1 fee nothing for you and me but trouble, impatiencei and tormenting grief. There is no other remedy fo( 
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our evils, but to love one another conftantly, to refer ourfelves to the difpofal of Heaven, and to expeit till it fhall determine our deftiny. Madam, replies the prince of Perfia, you will do me the greateft injuftice in the world, if you doubt but one moment of the continu- ance of my love. It is fo united to my foul, that I can juftly fay it makes the belt part of it, and that I (hall perfevere in it after death. Pains, torments, obftacles, nothing (hall be capable of hindering me to love you. Speaking thofe words, he (lied tears in abundance, and Schemfelnihar was not able to reftrain her’s. Ebn Thaher took this opportunity to fpeak to the favourite: Madam, fays he, allow me to reprefent to ; you, that inftead of breaking forth into tears, you ought to rejoice that you are together. I underftand not this grief. What will it be, when you are obliged ! to part ? But why do I talk of that ? We have been a long while here, and you know, Madam, that it is time - for us to be going. Ah ! how cruel are you, replies Schemfelnihar: You, who know the caufe of my tears, have you no pity for my unfortunate condition ? O fad fatality ! What have I done to be fubjedt to the fevere Jaw of not being able to enjoy the only thing I love ! She being perfuaded that Ebn Thaher fpoke to her | only out of friendftiip, did not take amifs what he fdd to her, but made a good ufe of it. Then (he made a fign to the (lave, her confident, who immediately went f out, and in a little time brought a collation of fruits up- on a fmall filver table, which (he fet down betwixt her miftrefs and the prince of Perfia. Schemfelnihar took feme ofthebeft, and prefented to the prince, and pray- - ed him to eat it for her fake: He took it, and put that ^ part to his mouth which (he touched ; and then he pre- | fented fome to her, which (he took and eat in the fame manner ; She did not forget to invite Ebn Thaher to eat with them; but he thinking himfelf not fafe in that place, eat only out of complaifance. After the colla- 0 tion was taken away, they brought a filver bafon, with : water in a vtficl of gold, and walked together ■, tbev 1 TOL. II, L 
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afterwards returned to their places, and then three of; the ten black women brought each of them a cup of j rock cryftal full of curious wine, upon a golden falver,^ which they fet doWf before Schemfelnihar, the prince of Perfia, and Ebn Thaher. That they might be the more private, Schemfelnihar kept with her only ten ' black women, with ten others who began to ling and ! play upon inftruments ; and after fhe had fent away all the reft, Ihe took up one of the cups, and holding it in her hand, fung fome tender expreflions, which one of; her women accompanied with her lute. When (he ! had done, Ihe drank, and afterwards took up one of; the other cups, and prefented it to the prince, praying ; him to drink for the love of her, as Ihe had drank for the love of him. He received the cup with a tranfport of love and joy; but before he drank, he fung allb a : 

fong, which another woman accompanied with an in- j ftrument; and as he fung, the tears fell from his eyes in fuch abundance, that he could not forbear exprefling j in his fong, That he knew not whether he was going ^ to drink the wine fhe had prefented to him, or his own, tears. Schemfelnihar at laft prefented the third cup to j Ebn Thaher, who thanked her for her kindnefs, and.' for the honour fhe did him. After this, fhe took a lute from one of her women, ;■ and fung to it in fuch a paflio ate manner, that fhe feemed to be out of herfelf; The prince of Perfia flood, with his eyes fixed upon her as if he had been enchant- j ed. As thefe things pafled, her trufty Have arrived alii in a fright, and, addrefling herfelf to her miftrefs, fays,' Madam, Mefrour and two other officers, with feveral ; eunuchs that attend them, are at the gate, and want to j fpeak with you from the caliph. When the prince of; Perfia and Ebn Thaher heard thefe words, they changed ’ colour, and began to tremble, as if they had been un- done ; but Schemfelmhar, who perceived it, recovered ’ their courage by a fmile. After Schemfelnihar had quieted the prince of Per- fia, and Eba Thaher’s fears, fhe ordered the flave, her 
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confident, to go and entertain Mefrour, and the two other officers, till ffie was in a condition to receive them, and fend to her to bring them in. Immediately ffie ordered all the windows of the faloon to be ffiut, and the painted cloth on the fide of the garden to be let down; and after having aflured the prince and Ebn Thaher, that they might continue there without any fear, ffie went out at the gate leading to the garden, and ffiut it upon them ; but whatever affurance ffie had gi- ven them of their being fafe, they were defperately afraid all the while they were there. As foon as Schemfelnihar was in the garden with the women that had followed her, ffie ordered all the feats which ferved the women who played on the inftruments to be fet near the window, where the prince of Perfia and Ebn Thaher heard them ; and having got things in order, ffie fat down upon a filver throne : then ffie fent notice by the flave, her confident, to bring in the chief of the eunuchs, and his fubaltern officers with him. They appeared, followed by twenty black eunuchs, all handfomely clothed, with fcimitars by their fidcs, and gold belts of four inches broad. As foon as ever they perceived the favourite Schemfelnihar at a difiance, they made her a profound reverence, which ffie return- ed them from her throne. When they came near, ffie got up and went to meet Mefrour, who came firft. She afked what news he brought ? He anfwered, Madam, the commander of the faithful has fent me to fignify that he cannot live longer without feeing you ; he de- figns to come and fee you to-night, and I come before- hand to give notice, that you may be ready to receive him : He hopes. Madam, that you long as much to fee him, as he is impatient to fee you. Upon this difcourfe of Mefrour, the favourite Schem- felnihar proftrated herfelf to the ground, as a mark of that fubmiffion with which ffie received the caliph’s order ; when ffie rofe up again, ffie fays, Pray tell the commander of the faithful, that I ffiall always reckon it my glory to execute his majefty’s commands, and 
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that his Ilave will do her utmoft to receive him with all the refpect that Is due to him. At the fame time fha ordered the nave, her confident, to tell the black women appointed for that fervice, to get the palace ready to receive the caliph ; and difmiffing the chief of the eu- nuchs, fays to him, You fee it requires fome time to; get all things ready, therefore I pray you to take car© that his majefty may have a little patience, that wheat he arrives he may not find things out of order. The chief of the eunuchs and his retinue being gone,! Schemfelnihar returned to the faloon extremely con-i cerned at the neceffity fire was under of fending back! the prince of Perfia fooner than Hie thought to have; done. She came to him again with tears in her eyes,; which heightened Ebn Thaher’s fear, who thought itj no good omen: Madam, fays the prince to her, J per-! ceive you are come to tell me that we muft part; pro-; vided there be nothing more to dread, I hope Heaveni will give me the patience which is neceflary to fupport: your abfence. Alas! my dear heart, my dear foul« replies tender hearted Schemfelnihar, how happy do I think you, and how unhappy do I think myfelf, when T compare your lot with my fad deftiny ? No doubt you will fuffer by my abfence, but that is all, and you may; comfort yourfelf with hopes of feeing me again : But as, for me, juft Heaven 1 What a terrible trial am I brought to ! I muft not only be deprived of the fight of the only perfon whom I love, but I muft be tormented with the' fight of one whom you have made hateful to me ; Wilt not the arrival of the caliph put me in mind of your departure ? And how can I, when I am taken up with thinking on your fweet face, entertain that prince with! that joy which he always obfervedin my eyes whenever he came to fee me? I (hall have my mind wavering when I fpeak to him, and the leaft complaifance which, I fhow to his love will ftab me to the heart like a dagger. Can I relifti his kind words and carefles? Think,prince, to what torments I (hall be expofed when I can fee you no more. Her tears and fighs hindered 
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her to go on ; and the prince of Perfia would have re- plied to her ; but his own grief, and that of his miftrefs, made him incapable of doing it. Ebn Thaher, whofe chief bufinefs was to get out of the palace, was obliged to comfort them, and to exhort them to have patience ; but the trufty flave interrupted them, faying to Schemfelnihar, Madam, you have no time to lofe, the eunuchs begin to arrive, and you know the caliph will be here immediately. Oh heavens! how cruel is this reparation, cries the favourite ! Make halte, fays (he to the confident, carry them both to the gallery ■which looks into the garden on the one fide, and to the Tigris on the other ; and when the night grows dark, let them out by the back gate, that they may retire with fafety. Having fpoke thus, (he tenderly embraced the prince of Perfia, without being able to fay one woid more, and went to meet the caliph in fuch diforder as cannot well be imagined. In the mean time, the trufty (lave carried the prince and Ebn Thaher to the gallery, as Schemfelnihar had appointed ; and, having brought them in, left them there, and (hut the door upon them ; after having af- fured them that they had nothing to fear, and that (he would come for them when it was time. Schemfelnihar’s trufty flave leaving the prince of Perfia and Ebn Thaher, they forgot (he had allured them that they needed not to be afraid : They fearch- ed all the gallery, and were feized with extreme fear, becaufe they knew no place where they might efcape, in cafe the caliph or any of his officers (hould happen to come there. A great light, which came all of a fudden from the fide of the garden through the windows, caufed them to approach to fee from whence it came ; it was occa- fioned by a hundred flambeaux of white wax, carried by as many young eunuchs; thefe were followed by more than a hundred others, who guarded the ladies of the caliph’s palace, clothed, and armed with feimi- : tars, in the fame manner as thofe I fpoke of before; and 
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the caliph came after them betwixt Mefrour their cap^ tain on his right, and the vaffif, their fecond officer, ori his left hand. Schemfelnihar waited for the caliph at the entry ol an alley, accompanied with twenty women, all of furl prifing beauty, adorned with necklaces and ear-ring} of large diamonds, and fame of them had their whol<| heads covered with them ; they played upon their in- ftruments, and made a charming concert. The favoui rite no fooner faw the prince appear, but flie advanced and proftrated herfelf at his feet; and while flie waj doing this, Prince of Perfia, fays ftie, within herfelf, ii your fad eyes bear witnefs to what I do, judge of m$ hard lot: If I was humbling myfelf fo before you, mj heart would feel no reludance. The caliph was rai viffied to fee Schemfelnihar : Rife, Madam, fays he tq her, come near, I am angry that I fliould have deprivet myfelf fo long of the pleafure of feeing you: As ht fpoke thus, he took her by the hand, and after abum dance of tender expreffions, he'went and fat down up* on a Giver throne which Schemfelnihar caufed to bi brought for him, and ftie fat down upon a feat befon him, and the twenty women made a circle round thent upon other feats, while the young eunuchs, who carriec flambeaux, difperfed themfelves at a certain diftanct from one another, that the caliph might enjoy the coo! of the evening the better. When the caliph fat down, he looked round him, am beheld with great fatisfadtion a great many other light than thofe flambeaux the young eunuchs held ; but ta king notice that the faloon was flint, was aftonifhed thereat, and demanded the reafon. It was done on purl pole to furprife him ; for he had no fooner fpoken, buj the windows were all open at once, and he faw it illu- minated within and without, in a much better mannej than ever he had feen it before. Charming Schemfelniharl cries he, at this fight, I underftand you would have me to know there are as fine nights as days; After what 3 have feen I cannot difown it. 
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Let us return to the prince of Perfia and Ebn Thaher whom we left in the gallery. Ebn Thaher could not enough admire all that he faw : I am not very young, fays he, and I have feen great entertainments in my time, but I do not think any thing can be feen fo furprifing and magnificent: All that is faid of enchanted palaces does no way come near this prodigious fpedtacle which we now fee. O ftrange! What riches and magnificence together 1 The prince of Perfia was nothing at all mo- ved with thofe objedts which were fo pleafant to Ebn Thaher, he could look, on nothing but Schemfelnihar, and the prefence of the caliph threw him into an incon- ceivable grief. Dear Ebn Thaher, fays he, would to God I had my mind as free to admire thofe things at you ! But alas ! I am in a quite different condition ; all thofe objedts ferve only to increafe my torment. Can I fee the caliph cheek to cheek with her that I love, and not die of grief? Muft fuch a paflionate love as mine be difturbed with fo potent a rival ? Oh heavens! Hovr cruel and ftrange is my deftiny ? It is but a moment fioce I efteemed myfelf the moft fortunate lover in the world, and at this inftant I feel my heart fo ftruck that it is like to kill me ! I cannot refift it, my dear Ebn Tha- her; my patience is at an end, nay diftemper over- whelms me, and my courage fails. While he was yet fpeaking thofe words, he fawfomething pafs in the gar- den, which obliged him to keep filence, and to turn all his attention that way. The caliph had ordered one of the women who was near him to play upon her lute, and fhe began to fing ; the words that ftie fung were very pafiionate, and the , caliph was perfuaded that (he fung thus by order of Schemfelnihar, who had frequently entertained him with the like teftimonies of her affedion; therefore he in-’ terpreted all in his own favour. But this was not now Schemfelnihar’s meaning ; (lie applied it all to her dear I Ali Ebn Becar, and was fo fenfibly touched with grief, | to have before her an objed whole prefence (he could [j. r.o longer enjoy, that (he fainted and fell backwards up- 
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on her feat, which having no arms to fupport her, fti< mult have fallen down, had not fome of the wotnei helped her in time : after which, they took her up, an< carried her into the faloon. Ebn Thaher, who was ii the gallery, being furprifed at this accident, turned toj wards the prince ofPerfia; but inftead of feeing him Itand and look through the window as before, he was extremely amazed to fee him fallen down at his feet, and without motion. He judged it to proceed from the vio, lence of that prince’s love to Schemfelnihar, and ad-! mired the ftrange effedt of fympathy, which put himi! into a mortal fear, becaufe of the place they were in ;! in the mean time, he did all he could to recover the:t prince, but in vain. Ebn Thaher was in this perlexity1 

when Schemfelnihar’s confident opened the gallery door, and came in out of breath, as one who knew not; where Ihe was. Come fpeedily, cries the, that I may. let you out: all is in confufion here, and 1 fear this will | be the laft of our days. Ah ! how would you have ua! 

go, replies Ebn Thaher, with a mournful voice ; come,! near, I pray you, and fee what a condition the prince : 

of Perfia is in. When the Have faw him in afwoon, Ihe j ran for water in all hafte, and returned in an inftant. At laft the prince of Perfia, after they had thrown j water on his face, recovered his fpirits. Prince, fays i Ebn Thaher to him, we run the rifle of being deftroyed i if we flay here any longer, let us therefore endeavour f to fave our lives. He was fo feeble that he could not rife alone; Ebn Thaher and the confident lent him their hands, and fupported him on each fide. They came to ] a little iron gate which opened towards the Tigris, went out at it, and came to the fide of a little canal which has j a communication with the river. The confident clap- \ ped her hands, and immediately a little boat appeared, and came towards them with one rower. Ali Ebn Be- car and his comrade went aboard, and the trufty flave flood .st the fide of the canal. As foon as the prince fat ; down in the boat, he ftretched out one hand towards the palace, and laid his other upon his heart; Dear objedt 
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f my foul, cried he with a feeble voice, receive my uth with this hand, while I aflure you with the other, hat my heart uiall for ever preferve the fire with which ; burns for you. In the mean time, the boUman rowed rith all his might, and Schemfelnihai’s trufty (lave ac- ompanied the prince of Perfia and Ebn Thaher, walk- ig along the fide of the canal, until they came to the rigris; and when (he could go no farther, (he took, her are well of them, and returned. The prince of Perfia continued very feeble: Ebn Thaher comforted him, and exhorted him to take cou- age. Confider, fays he to him, that when we are land- id, we have a great way to go before we come to my roufe, and I would not advife you to go to your lod- gings, which are a great deal farther than mine, at this lour, and in this condition. At laft they went out of he boat; but the prince had fo little ftrength that he could not walk, which put Ebn Thaher into great per- plexity. He remembered he had a friend in the neigh- lourhood, and carried the prince thither with great dif- ficulty. His friend received them very cheerfully, and ^vhen he made them fit down, he alked them where they had been fo late ? Ebn Thaher anfwered him, I was this evening with a man who owed me a confider- able fum of money, and defigned to go a long voyage : I was unwilling to lofe time to find him, and by the way I met with this young nobleman whom you fee, and to whom 1 am under a thoufand obligations; for, know- ing my debtor, he would needs do me the favour to go along with me. We had a great deal of trouble to bring that man to reafon ; befides we went out of the way, and ;that is the reafon we are fo late. In our return home, this good lord, for whom I have all poffible refpedt, was attacked by a fudden diftemper, which made me take the liberty to call at y.mr houfe, flattering myfelf that . you would be pleated to give us quarters for this night. Ebn Thaher’s friend took all this for truth, told them they were welcome, and offered the prince of Perfia, whom he knew not, all the affiftance he could defire: 
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But Ebn Thaher fpoke for the prince, and faid, thath) diftemper was of that nature as required nothing b reft. His friend underftood by this that they defined go to bed. Upon which he conduced them to s apartment, where he left them. Though the prince of Perfia flept, he had troublefonj dreams, which reprefented Schemfelnihar in a fwoon the caliph’s feet, and increafed his affliflion. Ebn Th; her was very impatient to be at home, and doubted n< but his family was in great trouble, becaufe he nev^ ufed to lie abroad. He arofe and departed early in th morning, after he had taken leave of his friend, wh! rofe at break of day to fay bis prayers. At laft he cam home, and the firft th\ng the prince of Perfia did, whf had walked fo far with much trouble, was to lie dowj upon a fofa, as weary as if he had gone a long journe j Being not in a condition to go home, Ebn Thaher ordei ed a chamber to be made ready for him, and fent to ar; quaint his friends with his condition, and where he wa.i In the mean time he begged him to compofe himfelf, b command in his houfe, and to order all things as h pleafed. I thank you heartily for thefe obliging offers fays the prince of Perfia; but that I may not be any wif troublefome to you, I conjure you to deal with me as if; were notatyour houfe. I would notftayone moment, if^ thought my prefence would incommode you in the lead As foon as Ebn Thaher had time to recollect himfelf he told his family all that had paffed at Schemfelniharr palace, and concluded by thanking God, who had deli vered him from the danger he was in. The prince d Persia's principal domeftics came to receive his order! at Ebn Thaher’s houfe, and in a little time, anived fei veral of his friends, who had notice of his indifpofitiqn Thofe friends paffed the greateft part of the day wit! him : and though their converfation could not extin guifh thofe fad ideas which were the caufe of his trouble yet it gave him fome relief. He would have taken hii leave of Ebn Thaher towards the evening; but this faith ful friend found him ftill fo weak, that he obliged him tc 
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ay till next day ; and in the mean time, to divert him, e gave him a concert of vocal and inftrumental mufic i the evening; but this concert ferved only to put him i mind of the preceding night, and renewed his trouble, iftead of affuaging it: fo that next day his diftemper :emed to increafe. Upon this Ebn Thaher did not op- ofe his going home, but took care to accompany him hither; and when he was with him alone in his chamber, e reprefented to him all thofc arguments which might ofluence him to a generous endeavour to overcome hat paffion, which in the end would neither prove lucky 0 himfelf nor the favourite. Ah! dear Ebn Thaher, :ries the prince, how eafy is it for you to give this ad- rice, but how hard is it for me to follow it ? lam fen- ible of its importance, but am not able to profit by it. 1 have faid it already that I fhall carry to the grave with ne the love that I bear to Schemfelnihar. When Ebn Thatier faw that he could gain nothing upon the prince, he took his leave of him, and would have retired, but the prince of Perfia retained him, and faid, Kind Ebn Thaher, fince I have declared to you that it is not in my power to follow your wife counlel, I beg you would not charge it on me as a crime, nor forbear to give me the ufual tdtimonies of your friendlhip ; you cannot do me a greater favour than to inform me of the. deltiny of my dear Schemfelnihar, when you hear any news of it: The uncertainty I am in concerning her fate, and the mortal apprel.enfions her fainting has occafionedin me, keeps me in this languiihing condition you reproach me with. My lord, anfwered Ebn Thaher, you have rea- fon to hope that her fainting was not attended with any bad confequences ; her confident will quickly come and inform me of the'ifiue ; and as foon as I know the par- ticulars, I will not fail to impart them. Ebn Thaher left the prince in this hope, and returned home, where he expected Schemfelnihar’s confident all | the reft of the day, but in vain, nor did ihe come next day; His uneafinefs to know the ftate of the prince of | Peilia’a health, would not fuffer him ta ftay any longer 



13a ARABIAN NIGHTS 
without feeing him; fo he went to his lodgings to exhq j - him to patience, and found him lying on his bed as fi< s as ever, furrounded by a great many of his friends, ari feveral phyficians, who made ufe of all their art to d^ 1 cover the caufe of his diftemper. As foon as he fa* Ebn Thaher, he looked upon him fmiling, to fignijfc that he had two things to tell him ; the one, that he ws '> glad to fee him; the other, how much the phyfician! i-1 

who could not difcover the caufe of his diftemper, wet , out in their reafonings. His friends and phyficians retired one after anothe t fo that Ebn Thaher, being alone with him, came nea t his bed, to afk him how he did fince he faw him. I muj If tell you, anfwers the prince, that my paflion, which coij | tinually gathers new ftrength, and the uncertainty c \ the lovely Schemfelnihar’s deftiny, augments my diftem per every moment, and cafts me into fuch a conditioj as affli(5ts my kindred and friends, and breaks the mea; fures of my phyficians, who do not underftand it: Y01 cannot think, adds he, how much I fuffer to fee foman people about me, who importune me, and whom I caif not in civility put away: It is your company alone tbal is comfortable to me ; but in a word, I conjure you no? to difiemble with me: What news do you bring me o Schemfelnihar ? Have you feen her confident ? Whai fays (he to you ? Ebn Thaher anfwered, that he had no' feen her yet; and no fooner h&d he told the prince d Pcrfia this fad news, but the tears came from his eyes, hi could not anfwer one word, his heart was fo oppreffed Prince, adds Ebn Thaher, fuffer me to tell you that yoi are very ingenious in tormenting yourfelf: In the nam< of 'God, wipe away your tears: If any of your peoph fhoula come in juft now, they would difcover you bj this, notwithftanding the care you ought to take to con ceai your thoughts. Whatever this judicious confident could fay, it was not poffible for the prince to reftaii from weeping Wife Ebn Thaher, fays he, when he ha« recovered his fpeech, I may well hinder my tongui from revealing the fecrets of my heart, but 1 have ct 
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power over my tears, upon fuch a direful fubje£t aa Schemfelnihar’s danger; if that adorable and only ob- ject of my defires be no longer in the world, 1 fliall not be one moment after her. Rejedt fo afilidling a thought, replied Ebn Thaher; Schemfelnihar is yet alive, you need not doubt of it: If you have heard np news of her, it is becaufe Ihe could find no occafion to fend to you, and I hope you will hear from her to-day. To this he added feveral other comfortable things,and then retired. Ebn Thaher was fcarce at his own houfe, when Schemfelnihar’s confident arrived with a melancholy countenance, which he reckoned a bad omen. He alked news of her miftrefs. Tell me yours firft, fays the con- fident, for I was in great trouble to fee the prince of Perfia go away in that condition. Ebn Thaher told her all that ihe defired to know; and when he had done, the Have began her difcourfe : If the prince of Perfia, fays ihe, has fufFered, and does ftili fuffer for my mif- trefs, ihe fuffers no lefs for him: After I departed from you, continues ihe, I returned to the faloon, where I found Schemfelnihar not yet recovered from her fwoon, notwithftanding all the help they endeavoured to give her. The caliph was fitting near her with all the (igns of real grief: He aiked all the women, and me in parti- cular, if we knew the caufe of her diftemper, but we kept all fecret, and told him we were altogether igno- rant of it. In the mean time, we all wept to fee her fuf- fer fo long, and forgot nothing that might any ways help her: In a word, it was almoft midnight before ihe came to herfelf. The caliph, who had the patience to wait all the while, was very glad of her recovery, and aiked Schemfelnihar the caufe of her diftemper. As Toon as ihe heard him fpeak, ihe endeavoured to reco- ver her feat; and after ihe had kified his feet, before he could hinder her, Sir, fays fhe, I have reafon to com- plain of heaven, that it did not'allow me to expire at your majefty’s feet, to teftify thereby how fenfible I am of yourtavours. I am perfuaded you love me, fays the caliph to her, tol. a, w 
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and I command you to preferve yourfelf for my fak You have probably exceeded in fomething to-da' ■which has occafioned this indifpofition; take heed, L pray you, abftain from it for the future ; I am very gla to fee you better, and 1 advife you to flay here td night, and r ot to return to your chamber, for fear th motion diiturh you. Upon this he commanded a littl [i ■wine to be brought her, in order to ftrengthen her; an f then t-iking his leave of her, returned to his apartment [ As foon as the caliph was gone, my miftrefs gave me , iign to come near her. She afked me earneftly concen ing you: I aflured herthat you had been gonealong time which made her eafyas to that matter. 1 took care not ti fpeakof the prince of Perfia’s fainting,left it llrould makj her fall into the fame condition from which we had fi j.’ much trouble to recover her ; but my precautions wer ,, all in vain, as you fhall hear. Prince, fays fhe, I hencefortl l renounce all pleafure as long as I am deprived of a figh of you. If Ihave underftood my heart right, I only follow %our example. Thr u wilt not ceafe to weep until thoij feeft me again ; it is but juft that I weep and mourn til I fee you. At thefe words, which {he uttered in fuch ; manner as exprefled the violence of her paflion, fhi [ fainted a fecond time betwixt my arms. My comrades and I, fays Schemfelnihar’s confident were a long time in recovering her ; at laft (he came tc herfelf; and then I faid to her, Madam, are you re, folved to kill yourfelf, and to make us alfodie with you j 1 beg of you to be perfuaded, in the name of the princ^ of Perfia, for whom it is your intereft to live, to fav« ycurfelf, as you love yourfelf, as you love the prince, and for our fakes, who are fo faithful to you. I am very much obliged to you, replied flie, for your care, zeal ' and advice ; but alas! they are ufelefs to me : You are not to flatter us with any hopes, for we are to expedt no end of our torment but in the grave. One of my , companions would have diverted thofe fad thoughts by playing on her lute, but fhe commanded her to be filent, and ordered all of them to retire, except me, whom ihe 
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ceptall night with her. O heavens! what a night was t! She pafied it iti tears and groans, and always na- ning the prince of Periia; (he lamented her lot, that lad deftined her to the caliph, whom (he could not love, ind not for him whom (he loved fo dearly. Next morning, becaufe Ihe was not commodioudy edged in the faloon, I helped her to her chamber, where [he no fooner arrived, than all the phyiicians of the pa- iace came to fee her, by order of the caliph, who was aot long a-coming himfelf. The medicines which the phyQcians preferibed for Schemfelnihar were to no pur- pol'e, becaufe they were ignorant of the caufe of her diftemper, and the prefence of the caliph augmented it. She got a little reft however this night, and, as foon as ihe awoke, (he charged me to come to you, to hear news of the prince of Periia. I have already informed you of his cafe, faid Ebn Thaher; fo return to your miftrefs, and allure her that the prince of Periia waits for news from her with the like impatience that (he does from him ; Befides, exkorfherto moderation, and to overcome herfelf, for fear (he drop fome word before the ealiph, wh-iclf may prove fatal to us all. As for me,replied the confident, 1 confefe, I dread her tranfports; I have taken the liberty to tell her my mind, and am perfuaded that Ihe will not take it ill that I tell her this from you. Ebn Thaher, who had but juft come from the prince of Perfia’s lodgings, thougnt it not prudent to return fo foon, and negledt his own important affairs, and therefore went not till the evening. The prince was alone, and no better than in the morning ; Ebn Tha- her, fays he to him, as foon as he faw him, you have doubtlefs many friends, but they do not know your worth, which you difeover to me by the zeal, care, and trouble, you give yourfelf to oblige me in my condition. I am confounded with all that you do for me with fo great affection, and 1 know not how I (hall be able to exprefs my gratitude. Prince, anfwered Ebn Thaher, do not fpeak fo, I entreat you; lam ready, not only to give one of my own eyes to fave one of your’s, but M 2 
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to facrifice my life for you : But this is not the prefen bufinefs; I come to tell you that Schemfelnihar fent he confident to afk me about you, and at the fame time t< inform me of her condition : You may affure yourfel that I faid nothing but what might confirm the excefi of your paffion for her miftrefs, and the conftancy witit which you love her. Then Ebn Thaher gave him i particular account of all that had pa fled betwixt thi trufty flave and him. The prince liftened with all thi different emotions of fear, jealoufy, affeftion, and comi paflion, which this difcourfe could infpire him with; making upon every thing which he heard, all the afl flidting or comforting refledlions that fo pafiionate a lover was capable of. Their converfation continued fo long that the nigh! was far advanced, fo that the prince of Perfia obliged Ebn Thaher to ftay with him. The next morning, aj this trufty friend returned home, there came to him 4 woman, whom he knew to be Schemfelnihar’s confi, dent, and immediately fhe fpoke to him thus: My mif, trefs fdutes you, and I am come to entreat you in het name to deliver this letter to the prince of Perfia. Tbd zealous Ebn Thaher took the letter, and returned to thd prince, accompanied with the confident flave. When Ebn Thaher entered the prince of Perfia’s houfe with Schemfelnihar’s confident, he prayed her td ftay one moment in the drawing-room. As Toon as th? prince of Perfia faw him, he afked earneftly what news 1 he had: The belt you can expedt, anfwered Ebn Tha« >] her ; you are as dearly beloved as you love ; Schem. felnihar’s confident is ii^,your drawing-room; Ihe haa brought you a letter from her miftrefs, and waits for! your orders to come in. Let her come in, cries the prince, with a tranfport of joy; and fpeaking thus, he fat down to receive her. The prince’s attendants went from him as foon as they faw Ebn Thaher, and left him alone with their mafter. Ebn Thaher went and opened the door, and brought in the confident. The prince knew her, amj 
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) received her very civilly. My lord, fays Ihe to him, I 1 am fenfible of the afflictions you have endured fince I had the honour to conduit you to the boat which wait- ed to bring you back ; but 1 hope this letter I have brought will contribute to your cure : Upon this fhe prefented him the letter. He took it, and, after he had kifled it feveral times, he opened it, and read as follows. 

A Letter //-ojh Schemselnihar/o Ali Ebn Becar, Prince of Perjia. 
‘ The perfon who brings you this letter will give you a better account concerning me than I can do, for I have not been myfelf fince I faw you ; Being deprived of your' prefence, I fought to divert myfelf by entertaining you with thefe ill writ lines, with the fame pleafure as if I had the good fortune to fpeak to you. ‘ It is faid that patience is a cure for all diftempers*' but it fours mine, inftead of fweetening it; Although your piflure be deeply engraven on my heart, yet my eyes defire conftantly to fee the original; and they will lofe their light if they be any conliderable time deprived of it. May I flatter myfelf that yours have the fame impatience to fee me i Yes, I can : their tender glances difeovered it to me. How happy, prince, Ihould you, andSchemfelnihar both be, if our agreeable defires were not crofied by invincible obllacles, which afflidt me as fenlibly as they do you. ‘ Thefe thoughts, which my fingers write, and which. I exprefs with incredible pleafure, and repeat again and • again, fpeak from the bottom of my heart, and from the incurable wound which thou haft made in it; a wound which I blefs a thoufand times, notwithftanding the cruel tor ments I endure for your abfencc. 1 would reckon all that oppofes our love nothing, were I only allowed to fee you fometimes with freedom ; I would enjoy you then, and what could I delire more i * Do not imagine that I fay more than I think : Alas! whatever expreffions l am able to ufe, yet 1 amfeidible that I thiak more than I can tell you, My eyes, which M3 
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are continually watching and/veeping for your return: My ^.fBidted heart, which defires nothing but you alone. The fighs that efcape me as often as I think on you, that is every moment: My imagination, which repre- fents no other objed to me than my dear prince ; The complaints that 1 make to Heaven for the rigour of my deftiny : In a ward, my grief, my trouble, my torments, ■which give me no eafe ever fince I loft the fight of you, are witneffes of what I write. ‘ Am not I unhappy to be born to love, without hope of enjoying him whom I love ? This doleful thought oppiefies me fo, that I fhould die, were I not perfuaded that you love me; but this fweet comfort balances my defpair, and preferves my life. Tell me that you love me always: I will keep your letter carefully, and read it a thoufand times a-day ; I will endure my afflidions with lefs impatience. 1 pray Heaven may ceafe to be angry at us, and grant us an opportunity to fay that we love one another without fear ; and that we may never ceafe to love. Adieu. I falute Ebn Thaher who has fo much obliged us.’ The prince of Perfia was not fatisfied to read the let- ter once, he thought he had read it with too little at- tention, and therefore read it again with more leifure ; and as he read, fometimes he uttered fighs, fometimes ' he wept, and fometimes he difcovered tranfports of joy and affedion, as one who was touched with what he read. In a word, he could not keep his eyes off thofe charaders drawn by fo lovely a hand, and therefore be- gan to read it a third time. Then Ebn Thaher told him that the confident could not ftay, and that he ought to think of giving an anfwer. Alas! cries the prince, how would you have me anfwer fo kind a letter ? In what terms ihall I exprefs the trouble that I am in ? My fpirit is toffed with a thoufand tormenting things, and my thoughts deftroy one another the fame moment they are conceived, to make way for more ; and fo long as jcy body fuffers, by the impreffions of my miud, how 
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(hall I be able to hold paper, or a reed * to write ? Ha- ving fpoke thus, he took out of a little defk paper, cane, and ink. The prince of Perfia, before he began to write, gave Schemfelnihar’s letter to Ebn Thaher, and prayed him to hold it open while he wrote, that, by cafting his eyes upon it, he might fee the better what to anfwer. He began to write, but the tears that fell from his eyes up- on the paper obliged him feveral times to flop, that they might trickle down the more freely. At laft he finilhed his letter, and giving it to Ebn Thaher, Read it, I pray, fays he to him, and do me the favour to fee if the diforder of my mind has allowed me to give a reafonable anfwer. Ebn Thaher took it, and read it as follows: 
The Prince c/Tersia’s Schemselnihar’s Letter. 

‘ I was fwallowed up with mortal grief when I re- ceived your letter, at the fight of which I was tranf- ported with unfpeakable joy; and, at the view of the chara&ers written by your lovely hand, my eyes were enlightened more fenfibly than they were darkened, when your’s were clofed on a fudden at the feet of my rival. Thefe words, which your courteous letter con- tains, are fo many rays of light which have difpelled the darknefs my foul was obfcured with; they Ihow me how much you fuffer by your love to me, and that you are not ignorant of what 1 endure for you, and there- by comfort me in my afflidions. On the one hand, they make me Ihed tears in abundance; and on the other, they inflame my heart with a fire which fup-- ports it, and hinder me to die of grief. I have not had one moment’s reft fince our cruel feparation. Your 
* The Arabians, Perfians, and Turks, when they write, hold the paper ordinarily upon their knee with their left hand, and write with their right, with a little reed or cane, cut as we do our pens: this cane is hollow, and refemblei our reeds, but is harder. 
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letter only gave me fome cafe: I kept a forrowful fi- lence till the moment I received it, and then it reftored me-to fpeech. I was buried in a profound melancholy, but it infpired me with joy, which immediately appear- ed in my eyes and countenance. But my furprife at receiving a favour which I had not deferved was fo i great, that I knew not which way to begin to teftify my : thankfulnefs for it. In a word, after having kiffed it feveral times as a valuable pledge of your goodnefs, I read it over and over, and was confounded at the excels of my good fortune. You would have me to fignify to you that I always love you ; Ah ! though I did not love you fo perfectly as 1 do, I could not forbear ado- ring you, after all the marks you have given me of a ' love fo uncommon : Yes, I love you, my dear foul, and Ihall account it my glory to burn all my days with that fweet fire you have kindled in my heart. I will never complain of that brilk ardour with which I find it con- fumes me ; and how rigorous foever the grief be which I fuffer, I will bear it courageoufly, in hopes to fee you fome time or other. Would to Heaven it were to-day, and that, inftead of fending my letter, I might be allow- ed to come and affure you that I die for love of you ! My tears hinder me from faying any more. Adieu.’ Ebn Thaher could not read thofe laft lines without ' weeping : He returned the letter to the prince of Per- fia, and afiured him it wanted no corredtion. The prince (hut it, and, when he had fealed it, he defired the trufty (lave to come near, and told her, This is my an- fwer to your dear miftrefs, I conjure you to carry it to her, and to falute her in my name. The (lave took the letter, and retired with Ebn Thaher. After Ebn Thaher had walked fome way with the Have, he left her, and went to his houfe, and began to think in earned upon the amorous intrigue into which he found himfelf unhappily engaged. He confidered that the prince of Perlia and Schemfelnihar, notwith- ftanding their intereft to conceal their correspondence,' did manage themfelves with fo little difcretion that it 
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•1 could not be long a fecret: He drew all the confe- 1 quences from it which a man of good fenfe ought to . do. Were Schemfelnihar, faid he to himfelf, an ordi- nary lady, 1 would contribute all in my power to make . her and her fweet-heart happy ; but Ihe is the caliph’s f favourite, and no man can without danger undertake to . difpleafe him : His anger would at firft fall upon Schena- j felnihar, it would coft the prince of Perfia his life, and I fhould be embarked in his misfortune ; In the mean ] time, I have my honour, my quiet, my family, and my cftate to preferve ; I muft then deliver myfelf out of fo great a danger while I can. He was taken up with thefe thoughts all the day : next morning he went to the prince of Pertia, with a defign to ufe his utmoft endeavours to oblige him to conquer his paffion. He actually reprefented to him what he had formerly done in vain : that it would be much better for him to make ufe of all his courage to overcome his inclination for Schemfelnihar, than to fuffer himfelf to be conquered by it; and that his paf- fion was fo much the more dangerous, as his rival was the more potent. In a word, Sir, if you will hearken to me, you ought to think of nothing but to triumph over your amour ; otherwife you run the rilk of de- ftroying yourfelf with Schemfelnihar, whofe life ought to be dearer to you than your own. I give you this counfel as a friend, for which you will thank me fome time or other. The prince heard Ebn Thaher with a great deal of impatience, but fuffered him however to fpeak out his mind, and then replied to him thus : Ebn Thaher, do you think I can forbear to love Schemfelnihar, who who loves me fo tenderly ? She is not afraid to expofe her life for me, and would you have me to regard mine ? [ No, whatever misfortunes befal me, I will love Schem- felnihar to my laft breath. Ebn Thaher, being offended at the obftinacy of the prince of Perfia, left him haftily, and going to his own houfe, recalled to mind what he thought on the other 
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day, and began to think in earneft what he Ihould do. At the fame time a jeweller, one of his intimate friends, came to fee him: This jeweller had perceived that Schemfelnihar’s confident came oftencr to Ebn Thaber than ufual, and that he was conftantly with the prince of Perfia, whofe ficknefs was known to every one, though not the caufe of it: The jeweller began to grow fufpicious, and finding EbnThaher very penfive, he judged prefently that he was perplexed about fome important affair, and fancying that he knew the caufe, he alked what Schemfelnihar’s confident wanted with him ? Ebn Thaher, being ftruck with this queftion, would have diffembled ; and told him, that it was for a trifle (he came fo frequently to him. You do not tell me the truth, fays the jeweller, and give me ground to think by your diilimulation that this trifle is a more important affair than I thought it at firft to be. Ebn Thaher, perceiving that his friend preffed him fo much, fays to him, It is true, that it is an affair of the greatelt confequence; I had refolved to keep it fecret, but fince I know how much you are my friend, I choofe rather to make you my confident than to fuffer you to be in a miftake about it. I do recommend it to you to keep the fecret, for you will eafily judge, by what I am going to tell you, how important it is to keep it. After this preamble, he told him the amour between Schem- felnihar and the prince of Perfia. You know, conti- nued he, in what efteem I am at court, in the city, and with lords and ladies of the greateft quality ; what a difgrace would it be for me Ihould this ra(h intrigue come to be difcovered ? But what do I fay ? Should notd and my family be quite deftroyed ? That is the thing perplexes my mind ; but I have juft now come to fuch a refolve as I ought to make: I will go imme- diately and fatisfy my creditors, and recover my debts, and when I have fecured my eftate, will retire to Bal- fora, and ftay till the tempeft that I forefee blows over. The friendftiip I have for Schemfelnihar and the prince of Perfia makes me very fenfible to what dangers they 
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are expofed. I pray Heaven to difcover it to them- felves, and to preferve them ; but if their ill deftiny will have their amours come to the knowledge of the caliph, I lhall at leaft be out of the reach of his refentment: -for I do not think them fo wicked as to defign to draw me into their own misfortunes. It would be extreme ingratitude in them to do fo, and a forry reward for the good fervice I have done them, and the good advice I have given them ; particularly to the prince of Perfia, who may fave hinifelf and his miltrefs both from this precipice, if he pleafes: He may as eafily leave Bag- dad as I, and abfence will infeniibly difengage him from . a pafiion which will only increafe while he continues in this place. The jeweller was extremely furprifed at what Ebn Thaher told him. What you fay to me, fays he, is of fo great importance, that I cannot underftand how Schemfelnihar and the piince have been capable to abandon themfelves to fuch a violent amour ; what in- clination foever they may have for one another, inttead of yielding to it, they ought to relift it, and make a better ufe of their reafon. Is it poffible they can be in- fenfible of the dangerous confequences of their corref- pondence ? How deplorable is their blindnefs! I per- ceive all the confequences of it as well as you, but you are wife and prudent, and I approve your refolution ; that is the only way to deliver yourfelf from the fatal events which you have reafon to fear. After this, the jeweller rofe up and took his leave of Ebn Thaher. Before thejeweller retired, Ebn Thaher conjured him, by the friendlhip betwixt them, to fpeak nothing of this to any body. Be not afraid, fays thejeweller, 1 will keep this fecret on peril of my life. Two days after, the jeweller went to Ebn Thaher’s Ihop, and feeing it Ihut, he doubted not but he had executed the delign he fpoke of; but to be fure he alked a neighbour, if he knew why it was Ihut ? The neighbour anfwered, that he knew not, unlefs Ebn Tha- her was gone a journey. There was no need of his in- 
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quiring farther, and immediately he thought upon the prince of Perfia : Unhappy prince, fays he to himfelf what grief will this be to you, when you hear this news By what means will you now entertain your correfpond ence with Schemfelnihar i I fear you will die of defpair! I have companion on you, I muft make up the lofs that you have of a too fearful confident. The bufinefs that obliged him to come abroad was of no confequence, fo that he negle&ed it: And thougl he had no knowledge of the prince of Perfia, but onlj by having fold him fome jewels, he went ftraight tohu houfe : He addrefied himfelf to one of the fervants, and! prayed him to tell his mafter that he defired to (peak with him about a bufinefs of very great importance^ The fervant returned immediately to the jeweller, and introduced him to the prince’s chamber, who was leaning on a fofa, with his head upon a cufhion. As foon as the prince faw him, he rofe up to receive him, faid he was welcome, and entreated him to fit down j aiked him if he could ferve him in any thing, or if hq came to tell him any thing concerning himfelf. PrinceJ anfwers the jeweller, though 1 have not the honour tc be particularly acquainted with you, yet the defire o teftifying my zeal has made me take the liberty tc come to your houfe, to impart to you fome news that concerns you. I hope you will pardon my boldneu becaufe of my good intention. After this introduction, the jeweller entered upon the; matter, and purfued it thus ; Prince, I (hall have the honour to tell you, that it is a long time fince the con- formity of humour, and feveral affairs we had together united Ebn Thaher and me in ftriCt friendfhip ; 1 know you are acquainted with him, and that he has been employed in obliging you in all that he could ; 1 am informed this from himfelf, for he keeps nothing feciet from me, nor 1 from him. I went juft now tc his fhop, and was furprifed to find it ffiut: I addreflecj myfelf to one of his neighbours to alk the reafon ; he anfwered me, that two days ago Ebn Thaher took his 
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leave of him, and other neighbours, offering them his fervice at Balfora, whither he is gone, faid he, about an affair of great importance. Not being fatisfied with this anfwer, the concern that I have for whatever be- longs to him determined me to come and afk if you knew any thing particularly concerning this his fudden departure ? At this difcourfe, which the jeweller accommodated to the fubje<ft, that he might come the better to his de- Bgn, the prince of Perfia changed colour, and looked fo as made the jeweller fenfible that he was afflifted with the news. I am furprifed at what you inform me, fays he, there could not a greater misfortune befal me : Ah! fays he, with tears in his eyes, I am undone, if what you tell me be true ! Has Ebn Thaher, who was all my comfort, in whom I put all my confidence, left me ; I cannot think of living after fo cruel a blow. The jeweller needed no mote to convince him fully of the prince of Perfia’s violent paffion, which Ebn Thaher told him of; mere friendfliip would not let him fpeak fo, nothing but love could produce fuch feeling expreflions. The prince continued fome moments fwallowed up with thofe melancholy thoughts; at laft he lifted up his head, and calling one of his fervants, Go, fays he, to Ebn Thaher’s houfe, and afk any of his domeftics if he be gone to Balfora; Run, and come back, quickly, and tell me what you hear. While the fervant was gone, the jeweller endeavoured to entertain the prince of Peifia with indifferent fubjedts, but the prince gave little heed to him. He was a prey to fatal grief; fome- times he could not perfuade himfelf that Ebn Thaher was gone, and at other times he did not doubt of it, when he refledted upon the difcourfe he had with him the laft time he faw him, and the angry countenance with which he left him. > At laft the prince’s fervant returned, and reported that he had fpoke with one of Ebn Thaher’s fervants, ' who aflured him that he was gone two days before to voi.. 11. N 
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Balfora. As I came from Ebn Thaher’s houfe, add) the fervant, a flave well arrayed came to me, and aftet fhe had alked me if I had the honour to belong to you! Ihe told me Ihe wanted to fpeak with you, and begged at the fame time that (he might come along with me j fhe is in the outer-chamber, and I believe (he has alettei to give you from fome perfon of note. The prince com- manded immediately to bring her in, he doubted nol but it was Schemfelnihar’s confident Have, as indeed ii was. The jeweller knew who fhe was, having feer her feveral times at Ebn Thaher’s houfe. She could not have come in a better time to hinder the prince from defpair. She faluted him, and the prince of Per-, fia did likewife falute Schemfelnihar’s confident. The jeweller arofe as foon as he faw her appear, and ftepped afide, to leave them at liberty to fpeak together. The confident, after fbe had converfed fome time with the prince, took her leave, and departed. She left him quite another thing than before ; his eyes appeared brighterj and his countenance more gay, which made the jewel^ ler know that the good Have came to tell him fome news that favoured his amour. The jeweiler, having taken his place again near th^ prince, fays to him, folding, I fee, prince, you have ima portant affairs at the caliph’s palace. The prince oi Perfia was aftonifhed and alarmed at this difcourfe, and anfwered the jeweller, Why do you judge that I hav^ affairs at the caliph’s palace ? I judge, replied tht jeweller, by the flave who is gone forth. And to whom think you belongs this flave ? replied the prince. To * Schemfelmhar, the caliph’s favourite, anfwered thd ^ jeweller: I know, continues he, both the flave and hei I1'1 miftrefs, who has feveral times done me the honour tq j* come to my houfe and buy jewels. Befides, I know that Schemtelnihar keeps nothing fecret from this flave;f and I have feen her go and come for feveral days along ^ the flreets, very much troubled as I thought; I ima-l' gined that it was for ibme affair of confequence con- J- cerning her flriftrefs. 
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. The jeweller’s words did much trouble the prince * of Perfia. He would not fay fo, fays he to himfelf, if ' he did not fufpedt, or rather know my fecret. He re- k mained filent for fome time, not knowing what to an- ; fwer. At laft he began, and faid to the jeweller, You (have told me thofe things which make me believe that j you know yet more than you have acquainted me with ; :: it well tend much to my quiet if I be perfectly inform- ! ed ; I conjure you therefore not to diffemble with me. : Then the jeweller, who defired no better, gave him ' a particular account of what had pafled betwixt Ebn Thaher and himfelf; fo that he let him know that he 3 was informed of his correfpondence with Schemfelni- - bar ; and forgot not to tell him that Ebn Thaher was * afraid of the danger of being his confident in the mat- ter, ■which was partly the occafion of his retiring to 1 Balfora, to ftay there until the ftorm, which he feared, ]j fliould be over. Thus he has done, adds the jeweller, and I am furprifed how he could determine himfelf to abandon you in the condition he informed me you was in. As for me, prince, I confefs I am moved with com- panion towards you, and am come to offer you my fer- i vice ; and if you do me the favour to accept of it, I en- * gage myfelf to be as faithful to you as Ebn Thaher ; befides, I promife to be more conftant. I am ready to fkcrifice my honour and life for you ; and that you may not doubt of my fincerity, I fwear, by all that is facred j in our religion, to keep your fecret inviolable. Be per- 1 fuaded then, prince, that you will find in me the friend i which you have loft. This difcouife encouraged the prince, and comforted him under Ebn Thaher’s ab- fence. I am very glad, fays he to the jeweller, to find in you reparation of my 16fs : 1 want words to exprefs the obligations I am under to you. I pray God to re- compenfe your generofity, and I accept your obliging offer with all my heart. Believe it, continues he, that Schemfelnihar’s confident came to fpeak to me con- xerning you ; flie told me that it was you who advifed Ebn Thaher to go to Balfora; thefe were the laft words N i 
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Ihe fpoke to me when fhe went away, and had almoffc perfuaded me of it. But do not you refent it, for I doubt not but Ihe is deceived, after what you have; told me. Prince, replied the jeweller, I have had thej honour to give you a faithful account of my converfa-' tion with Ebn Thaher. It is true, when he told me hd would retire to Balfora, I did not oppofe his defign,) but faid he was a wife and prudent mas ; and that this'; may not hinder you to put your confidence in me, F am ready to ferve you with all imaginable zeal, which,! though you do otherwife, this Ihall not hinder me frontj keeping your fecret religioufly, according to my oath. I have already told you, replies the prince, that I would; not believe what the confident faid; It is her zeall which infpired her with this groundlefs fufpicion, and; you ought to excufe it as I do. They continued their converfation for fome time,; and confulted together of convenient means to enter- tain the prince's correfpondebce with Schemfelnihar.j They agreed to begin by difabuling the confident, who; was fo unjuftly prepoffeffed againft the jeweller. The> prince engaged to undeceive her the firft time Ihe re- turned, and to entreat her to engage herfelf to the jeweller, that file might bring the letters, or any othee information, from her miftrefs to him. In effedf, they agreed that (he ought not to come fo frequently to the prince’s houfe, becaufe thereby fhe might give an oc? cafion to difcover that which was of fo great import-I ance to conceal. At laft the jeweller arofe, and afte< having again prayed the prince of Perfia to have an en-J tire confidence in him, he retired. The jeweller, returning to his houfe, perceived be-j fore him a letter, which fomebody had dropped in thq Jlreet. He took it up, and fince it was not fealed, he opened it, and found it conceived in thefe terms: 

A Letter from Schemselnihar to the Prince of Persia. 
‘ I am informed by my confident of a piece of news^ 
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which troubles me no lefs than it does you : By lofing Ebn Thaher, we have indeed loft much ; but let not this hinder you, dear prince, f rom thinking to preferve yourfelf. If our confident has abandoned us through a panic of fear, let us confider that it is a misfortune which we could not avoid. I confefs Ebn Thaher has left us at a time when we need him moft; but let us fortify ourfelves by patience againft the unlooked-for accident, and let us not forbear to love one another conftantly. Fortify your heart againft this misfortune. Nobody can obtain what they defire without troublf. Let us not difcourage ourfelves, but hope that Heaven will favour us, and that, after fo many afflidhons, we (hall come to a happy accomplifhment of our defires. Adieu.’ While the jeweller was converfing with the prince of Perfia, the confident had time to return to the pa- lace, and tell her miftrefs the ill news of Ebn Thaher’s departure. Schemfelnihar immediately wrote this let- ter, and ferjt back her confident with it to the prince of Perfia, but fhe negligently dropped it. The jeweller was glad to find it, for it was a good way to let him right with the confident, and bring him to the point he defired. When he had read it, he per- ceived the Have, who fought it with a great deal of uneafinefs, looking about every where. He clofed it again quickly, and put it into his bofom, but the Have took notice of it, and ran to him ; Sir, fays fhe, I have dropped a letter, which you had juft now in your hand, I beieech you be pleafed to reftore it. The jeweller, taking no notice that he heard her, continued his way till he came to his houfe. He did not fhut the door behind him, that the confident, who followed him, might come in. She accordingly did fo, and when Ihe came to his chamber. Sir, fays fhe to him, you can make no ufe of that letter you have found, and you would make no difficulty of returning it to me, if you knew from whom it came, and to whom it is directed. Befides, let pie tell you, you cannot honeftly keep it. N 3 
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Before the jeweller anfwered the confident, he made | her fit down, and then he faid to her, Is not this letter from Scbemfelnihar, and is it not diredted to the prince of Perfia ? The flave, who expedted no fuch queftion, blufhed. The queftion puzzles you, replies he, but I> aflure you I do not propofe it ralhly: I could have t given you the letter in the ftreet, but I'fufFered you ! to follow me on purpofe that I might difcourfe with | you: Is it juft, tell me, to impute an unhappy accident1 to people who no ways contributed towards it ? Yet this you have done in telling the prince of Perfia that | it was I who counfelled Ebn Thaher to leave Bagdad for his own fafety. I do not pretend to lofe time in t juftifying myfelf to you, it is enough that the prince j of Perfia is fully perfuaded of my innocence in this ! matter. I will only tell you, that inftead of contri- : buting to Ebn Thaher’s departure, I have been ex- i tremely afflidled at it, not fo much for my fr/endfhip to ; 

him, as out of compaflion for the condition he left the prince of Perfia in, whofe correfpondence with Schetn- i ielnihar he has difcovered to me. As foon as I knew ; certainly that Ebn Thaher was gone from Bagdad, I went to prefent myfelf to the prince, in whofe houfe 1 you found me, to inform him of this news, and to of- \ ter him the fame fervice which he did him; and pro- ' vided you put the fame confidence in me that you did in Ebn Thaher, you may ferve yourfelf very well by my affiftance. Inform your miftrefs of what I have told ; you, and affure her, that if I fliould die for engaging in j to dangerous an intrigue, I will not repent to have fa- crificed myfelf for two lovers fo worthy of one another. The confident, after having heard the jeweller with great fatisfa<ftion, begged him to pardon the ill opinion fhe had conceived of him out of the zeal fhe had for her miftrefs. I am extremely glad, adds fhe, that Schemfelnihar and the prince have found you who are a man fit to fupply Ebn Thaher’s place. I will not fail to fignify to my miftrefs the good-will you bear her. After the confident had teftified to the jeweller her 
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joy to fee him fo well difpofed to ferre Schemfelnihar and the prince of Perfia, the jeweller took the letter out of his bofom, and reftored it to her, faying. Go, carry it quickly to the prince of Perfia, and come back this way, that I may fee the anfwer. Forget not to give him an account of our converfation. The confi- dent took the letter and carried it to the prince, who anfwered it immediately. She returned to the jewel- ler’s houfe to fhow him the anfwer, which was thus: 
Tbe Prince ^Persia’s Anfwer to Schemselnihar. 

‘ Your precious letter had a great effeft upon me, but not fo great as I could wifh. You endeavour to comfort me for the lofs of Ebn Thaher ; alas ! for as fenfible as I am of this, it is but the leafl of my troubles. You know my malady, and that it is only your pre- fence can cure me. When will the time come that I fliall enjoy it, without fear of being deprived of it ? O how long does it feem to me ! But fhall we rather flat- ter ourfelves that we may fee one another ? You com- mand me to preferve myfelf; I will obey, fince I have renounced my ov/n will to follow yours. Adieu.’ After the jeweller had read this letter, he gave it again to the confident, who faid, when fhe was going away, I will tell my miftrefs to put the fame confi- dence in you fhe did in Ebn Thaher. You fhall hear of me to-morrow. Accordingly ne«t day fhe returned with a pleafant countenance. Your very look, fays he to her, informs me that you have brought Schemfelni- har to what you wifhed for. That is true, fays the confident, and you fhall hear how I effe&ed it: I found yefterday, continued fhe, Schemfelnihar expe&ing me with impatience: I gave her the prince of Perfia’s let- ter, and Ihe read it with tears in her eyes ; and when fhe had done, I faw that die had abandoned herfelf to her ordinary forrows; Madam, faid I to her, this is doubtlefs Ebn Thaher’s removal that troubles you; but fuffer me to conjure you in the name of God to trouble yourfelf no further concerning that matter: We have 
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found another who offers to oblige you with as much zeal, and what is yet more important, with greater courage. Then I fpoke to her of you, continues the flave, and acquainted her with the motive which made you go to the prince of Perfia’s houfe : In fhort, I af-| lured her, that you would inviolably keep the fecrec betwixt her and the prince of Perfia, and that you was: 

re'olved to favour their amours with all your might.* She feemed to me to be much relieved by my difcourfe.i Ah i what obligations, fays fhe, are the prince of •Perfia and I under to that honeft man you fpeak of ? I; muft fee him, that I may hear from his own mouth.* what you tell me, and thank him for fuch an unheard-* of piece of generofity towards perfons that he is no wife obliged to concern himfelf with. A fight of him will pleafe me, and I will not omit any thing to confirm him in thefe good fentiments. Do not fail to bring| him to me to-morrow. Therefore, pray Sir, go with i me to the palace. The confident’s difcourfe perplexed the jeweller.; Your miitrefs, replies he, muft allow me to fay, that* fhe has not thought well of what fhe requires of me. Ebn Thaher’s accefs to the caliph gave him admiflion every where; and the officers, who knew him, fuffered : him to go and come freely to Schemfelnihar’s palace ; but as for me, how dare I enter? You fee well enough that it is not poffible: 1 entreat you to reprefent thofe reafons tO Schemfelnihar which hinder me from giving her that fatisfadlion, and acquaint her with all the ill confequences that would attend it: If fhe confiders it ever lb little, fhe will find that it would expofe me needlefsly to very great danger. The confident endeavoured to encourage the jewel- ler : Believe me, fays Ihe, that Schemfelnihar is not fo unreafonable as to expofe vou to the leaft danger, from whom fhe experts fo confiderable fervices. Confider with yourfelf that there is not the leaft appearance of hazard : My miftrefs and I are too much interefted in this affair to involve you in any danger. You may 
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depend upon me, and leave yourfelf to my conduct. After the thing is over, you will confefs to me that your fear was groundlefs. The jeweller hearkened to the confident’s difeourfe, and got up to follow her; but notwithftanding his na- tural courage, he was feized with fuch terror, that his whole body trembled. In the condition you are in, fays fhe, I perceive it will be better for you to ftay at home, and that Schemfeinihar take other meafures to fee you. It is not to be doubted, but that to fatisfy her defire, Ihe will come hither herfelf; The cafe being fo, Sir, I would not have you to go ; I am perfuaded it will not be long ere you Tee her yourfelf. The con- fident forefaw this very well, for fhe no foaner informed Schemfeinihar of the jeweller’s fear, but fhe made ready to go to his houfe. He received her with all the marks of a profound re- fpedt. When fhe fat down, being a little fatigued with coming, fhe unveiled herfelf, and let the jeweller fee fuch beauty as made him acknowledge that the prince of Perfia was excufable in giving his heart to her. Then Ihe faluted the jeweller with a graceful countenance, and faid to him, I am informed with what zeal you have engaged in the prince of Perfia’s concerns and mine; but without immediately forming a defign to exprefs my gratitude, I thank Heaven, which has fo foon made up Ebn Thaher’s lofs. Schemfeinihar faid feveral other obliging things to the jeweller, after which fhe returned to her palace. [ The jeweller went immediately to give account of this ' vifit to the prince of Perfia, who faid to him as foon as he faw him, I have expedted you impatiently. The trufty fiave has brought me a letter from her miftrefs, but fhe does not eafe me ; whatever the lovely Schem- feinihar fays, yet I dare not hope for any thing: My pa- tience is at an end; I know not now what meafures to take ; Ebn Thaher’s departure makes me defpair: He was my only fupport: I loft all by lofing him : I flat- 
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tered myfelf with fome hopes, by reafon of his acceft, to Schemfelnihar. After thefe words, which the prince pronounced with fo much eagernefs that he gave the jeweller no time to interrupt him, he faid to the prince, No man can bear! a greater ihare of your affliction than I do: and if you- will have patience to hear me, you will perceive that am capable of giving you eafe. Upon this the prince, held his peace, and hearkened to him. I fee very well,* faid the jeweller, that the only thing to give you fatis- fadtion, is to fall upon a way that you may converfe freely with Schemfelnihar; this I will procure you, and to-morrow will fet about it. You muft by no means i expofe yourfelf to enter Schemfelnihar’s palace; you know by experience the danger of that: I know a very fit place for this interview, where you (hall be fafe. When the jeweller had fpoken thus, the prince em- braced him with a tranfport of joy. You revive, fays he, by this charming promife, an unhappy lover, who was refolved to die : 1 fee that you have fully repaired the lofs of Ebn Thaher; whatever you do ihall be well done, I will leave myfelf entirely to you. After the prince had thanked him for his zeal, the jeweller returned home, and next morning Schemfelni- har’s confident came to him ; he told her that he had put the prince of Perfia in hopes that he fhould fee Schemfelnihar fpeedily: I am come on puipofe, an- fwered fhe, to take meafures with you for that end. I think, continued ihe, this houfe will be convenient enough for their interview : I could receive them very well here, replied he, but I think they will have more liberty in another houfe of mine, where nobody lives at prefent, I will quickly furnilh it for receiving them. Since the matter is fo, replied the confident, there re- mains nothing for me to do but to make Schemfelnihar confent to it. I will go and tell her, and return fpeedily with an anfwer. She was as diligent as her promife, and returning to the jeweller, told him that her miftrefs would not fail 



entertainments. 155 3 » keep the appointment in the evening. In the mean time, the gave him a purfe of money, and told him it 4 was to prepare a collation. He fent her immediately ' to the houfe where the lovers were to meet, that Ihe ‘ might know whither to bring her miftrefs; and when • (he was gone, he went to borrow from his friends vef- i fels of gold and filver, tapeftry, rich culhions, and other k furniture, with which he furnilhed the houfe very mag- nificently ; and when he had put all things in order, he went to the prince of Perfia. You may eafily conceive the prince of Perfia’s joy, when the jeweller to’d him that he came to conduct him to the houfe he had prepared to receive him and Schemfelnihar: This news made him forget all his for- mer trouble. He put on a magnificent robe, and went without his retinue along with the jeweller ; who led him through feveral by-ftreets that nobody might ob- lerve him, and at laft brought him to the houfe, where they difcourfed together until Schcmfelnihar came. They did not ftay long for this paffionate lover. She came after evening-prayers with her confident and two other Daves. One cannot exprefs the excefs of joy that feized thofe two lovers when they faw one another; it is altogether impoflible : They fat down together upon a fofa, looking upon one another for fome time, with- out being able to fpeak, they were fo much overjoyed; but when their fpeech returned to them, they foon made up their filence: They exprefled themfelves with fo much tendernefs, as made the jeweller, the confident, and the two other Daves weep. The jeweller, however, reftrained his tears to think upon the collation which he brought. The lovers ate and drank a little, after which they fat down again upon the fofa ; Schemfel- nihar afked the jeweller if he had a lute, or any other inftrument ? The jeweller, who took care to provide all that might pleafe them, brought her a lute : She took fome time to tune it, and then played. While Schemfelnihar was charming the prince of ! Perfia, and exprefling her paffion by words extempore, 
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a great noife was heard; and immediately the flav< which the jeweller had brought with him appeared at in a fright, and came to tell him that fome people werfl breaking up the gate ; that he aiked who it was, bu1 inftead of any anfwer, the blows were redoubled. The jeweller being alarmed, left Schemfelnihar and the prince, to go and inform himfelf of the truth of this bad news. There was already got into the court a company of men armed with bayonets and fcimitars, who had entered privily; and having broke up the gate, came ftraight towards him. He flood clofe to a wall for fear of his life, and faw ten of them pafs without being per-i ceived by them ; and finding he could give no great: help to the prince of Peifia and Schemfelnihar, he fa-? tisfied himfelf with bewailing them, and fo fled for re-i fuge to a neighbour’s houfe, who was not yet gone to! bed : He did not doubt but this unexpedted violencej was by the caliph’s order, who, he thought, had been; informed of his favourite’s meeting with the prince of Perfia. He heard a great noife in his own houfe, which,; continued till midnight; and when all was quiet, as he: thought, he prayed his neighbour to lend him a fcimi- l tar; and being thus armed, went on till he came to the gate of his own houfe ; he entered the court full of fear,| and perceived a man, who afked him who he was ; hec knew by his voice that it was his own flave. How didft thou do, fays he, to avoid being taken by the watch ?i Sir, anfwertd the flave, I hid myfelf in a corner of the court, and I went out fo foon as I heard the noife; but it was not the watch who broke into your houfe, they were highwaymen, who, within thefe few days, robbed ' another in this neighbourhood : They have doubtlefs | had notice of the rich furniture you brought hither, j and had that in their view. The jeweller thought his flave’s conjectures probable , enough : He vifited his houfe, and faw that the high- j waymen had taken all the furniture out of the chamber wherehereceivedSchemfch iharandherlover: Thatthey had alfo carried off the veffds of gold and lilver, and, in 
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a word, had left nothing. Being in this condition, O heavens, cries he, I am irrecoverably undone ! what will my friends fay, and what excufe can I make, when 1 fhali tell them that the highwaymen have broke my houfe, and robbed me of all that they generoully lent me ? I lhall never be able to make up their lofs; Betides, what is become of Schemfelnihar and the prince of Perfia ? This bufinefs will be fo public, that it is impof- lible but it mutt reach the caliph’s ears. He will get notice of this meeting, and I ihall fall a facrifice to his fury. The flave, who loved him, endeavoured to com- fort him thus : As to Schemfelnihar, fays he, the high* way men probably would content themfelves to ftrip her, and you have reafon to think that the is retired to her palace along with her (laves; The prince of Perfia Is probably in the fame condition, fo that you have rea- fon to hope that the caliph will never know of this ad- venture. As for the lofs your friends have futtained, that is a misfortune which you could not avoid. They know very well that the highwaymen are fo numerous, that they have not only pillaged the houfe 1 have already fpoken of, but many other houfes of the principal noble- men of the court: And they are not ignorant, that, not- withftanding the orders given to apprehend them, no- body has yet been able to feize any of them. You will be acquitted by reftoring your friends the value of the things that are ftolen, and, blelfed be God, you have enough left. Waiting till day, the jeweller ordered the fiave to *nend the gate of the houfe, which was broke up, as well as he could ; After which he returned to his ordi- nary houfe with his fiave, making fad refledtions upon what had befallen him. Ebn Thaher, fays he to him- felf, has been wifer than I, he forefaw the misfortune in- to which I have blindly thrown myfejf; would to God I had never meddled in this intrigue, which I fear will 1 coft me my life. It was fcarce day when the report of the robbery fpread through the city, and there came to his houfe a VOL. 11, o 
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great many of his friends and neighbours to teftify their grief for his misfortune, but were curious to know the particulars. He thanked them for their affection, and was fo much the better fatisfied that he heard nobody fpeak of Schemfelnihar or the prince of Perfia, which ' made him believe they were at their own houfes, or in ! fome fecure place. When the jeweller was alone, his fervants brought 1 

him fomething to eat, but he could not eat a bit. About ! noon, one of his flaves came to tell him there was a man at the gate, whom he knewnot,whodefired to fpeak with him. The jeweller, not willing to receive a ft ranger ^ into his houfe.rofe and went to fpeak with him. Though you do not know me, fays the man, yet 1 know you, and * I am come to difcourfe you about an important atfair. The jeweller prayed him to come in. No. anfwered ; the ftranger, if you pleafe, rather take the trouble to go ■ with me to your other houfe. How know you, replied the jeweller, that I have another houfe? I know well ; enough, anfwered the ftranger, follow me, and do not '< fear any thing: I have fomething to communicate to « you, which will pleafe you. The jeweller went imme- I diately with him, and after he had confidered by the way how the houfe they were going to was robbed, he 1 laid to himj that it was not fit to receive him. When they were before the houfe, and the ftranger faw the gate half broken down, fays he to the jeweller, ■ I fee you have told me the truth, 1 will carry you to a j place which will be more convenient. When he had faid i this, he went on, and walked all the reft of the day » without flopping. The jeweller being weary with walk- i ing, vexed to fee night approach, and that the ftranger i had walked all the day without acquainting him where | he was going, began to lofe his patience. Then they * came to a path which led them to the Tygris, and as foon as they came to the river, they embarked in a little ' boat, and went over. Then the ftranger led the jeweller through a long ftreet, where he had never been before; and after he had brought him through I know not how 
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many by-ftreets, he (topped at a gate, which he opened. He catifed the jeweller to go in, and then he (hut and bolted the gate with a huge iron bolt, and conducted him to a chamber where there were ten other men, all of them as great (trangers to the jeweller as he that brought him hither. Thefe ten men received the jeweller without any compliments. They bid him fit down, of which he had great need, for he was not only out of breath with walk- ing fo far, but the fear he was in to find himfelf with people whom he thought he had reafon to dread, would have difabled him to ftand. They waited for their lead- er to go to fupper, and as foon as he came, it was ferved up. They walhed their hands, obliging the jeweller to do the like, and to fit at table with them. After fupper, the man a(ked him if he knew whom he fpoke to ? He anfwered, No, and that he knew not the place he was in. Tell us your laft night’s adventure, faid they to him, and conceal nothing from us. The jeweller, being aftoniflicd at this difcourfe, anfwered. Gentlemen, it is probable you know it already. That is true, replied they, the young man and the young lady who were at your houfe yefterday, told it us, but we would know it from your own mouth. The jeweller needed no more to inform him that he fpoke to the highwaymen who had broke up and plundered his houfe. Gentlemen, fays he, I am much troubled for that young man and the lady, can you tell me any thing of them ? Upon the jeweller’s inquiry of the thieves, if they knew any thing of the young man and the young lady, they anfwered. Be not concerned for them, they are fate enough, and in good health : Which faying, they fhowed him two clofets, where they allured him they were feparately (hut up. They added, we are informed that you only know what relates to them, which we no fooner came to underftand but we (howed them all imaginable refpedt, and were fo far from doing them any injury, that we treated them with all the kindnefs we were capable of on your account. You may fecure 
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yourfelf of the like favour, proceeded they, in regard! to your own perfon, and put all manner of confidence in us without the leaft referve. The jeweller, being heartened at this, and overjoyed to hearthat the princeof PerliaandSchemfelniharwerefafe,j refolved to engage the thieves yet farther in their intereftj For this purpofe he commended them, flattered them,! and gave them a thoufand benedictions. Gentlemen, faidj he, 1 muft confefs I have not the honour to know you,; yet it is no fmall happinefs to me that I am not wholly unknown to you ; and I can never be fufficiently grate-1 ful for the favours which that knowledge has procured me at your hands: Without mentioning fo great an adt of humanity as that I lately received from you, I; muft needs fay, I am fully perfuaded no perfons in the; world can be fo proper to truft a fecret with, and none ! fo fit to undertake a great enterprife, which you can ! belt bring to a good iflue by your zeal, courage, and ; intrepidity. In confidence of thefe great and good : qualities, which are fo much your due, I will not ftick to relate to you my whole hiftory, with that of thole two perfons you found in my houfe. After the jeweller had thus fecured, as he thought, the thieves’ fecrecy, he made no fcruple to relate to , them the whole amour of the prince of Perfia and j Schemfelnihar, from the beginning of it to the time he received them into his houfe. The thieves were greatly aftonifhed at the furprifing I particulars they heard, and could not forbear crying out, How is it poflible that the young man fhould be ; the illuftrious Ali Ebn Becar, prince of Perfia and the young lady, the fair and celebrated beauty Schemfelni- | har ? The jeweller affured them nothing was morecer- j tain, and that they needed not to think it ftrange, that perfons of fo diftinguifhed a character fhould not care to be known. Upon this aflurance of their quality, the thieves went immediately one after another, and threw themfelves at their feet, imploring their pardon, and begging them 
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to believe they would never have offered any violence to their perfons, had they but known who they were ; and that feeing they did not, they would by their future conduit do their beft endeavours to make fume rccom- penfe, at leaft for the crime they had thus ignorantly committed. Thus faid, and having made profound re- verences, they turned to the jeweller, and told him they were heartily forry they could not reftore to him all that had been taken from him, fome part being out of their pofTelTion ; but as for what remained, if he would con- tent himfelf with his plate, it ihould be forthwith put into his hands. The jeweller was overjoyed at the favour done him, and after the thieves had delivered the plate, they re- quired of the prince, Schemfelnihar, and him, to pro- mife them upon oath, that they would not betray them, and they would carry them to a place, whence they might ealily go to their refpedive homes. The prince, Schcmfelnihar, and the jeweller, replied, that they might rely on their words; but fince they deiired an oath of them, they folemnly fwore not to difeover them, fo long as they were with them. With this, the thieves being fatisfied, immediately fet out upon performing their promife. By the way, the jeweller, being concerned that he could not fee the confident and the two Haves, came up to Schemfelnihar, and begged her to inform him what was become of them : She anfwered, (he knew nothing of them, and that all ihe could tell him was, that Ihe was carried away from his houfe, ferried over a river, and brought to the place from whence they were juft now come. Schemfelnihar and the jeweller had no farther dif- courfe ; they found themfelves at the brink of a river, when the thieves immediately took boat, and carried them to the other fide. Whilft the prince, Schemfelnihar, and the jeweller, were landing, they heard a noife, as of horfe-guard* that were coming towards them. The thieves no loontr o 3 
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perceived the danger, but they took to their oars, andl were over on the other fide of the river in an inftant. I The commander of the brigade demanded of the prince, Schemfelnihar, and the jeweller, who they were, and whence they came fo late ? This frightened them foj at firft, that they could not fpeak ; but at length the; jeweller found a tongue, and faid. Sir, I can allure you we are very honelt people, and that thofe rogues who1 

have juft now landed us, and are got to the other fide of the water, are thieves, who, having laft night broke ; open the boufe that we were in, pillaged it, and after- wards carried us to an obfcure inn, where, by fome en- treaty and good management, we prevailed on them to j let us have our liberty ; to which end they brought us? hither. They have reftored us part of the booty they ] had taken from us. At which words, he Ihowed the I plate he had recovered. The commander, not being fatisfied with what the jeweller had told him, cime up to him and the prince.! of Perfia, and, looking fteadfaftly at them, faid, tell me; truly who is this lady i How came you to know her,,i and whereabouts do you live ? This demand furprifed them ftrangely, and tied their; tongues fo much that neither of them could anfwer ; i till at length Schemfelnihar t king the commander afide,i told him frankly who Ihe was; which he no fooner' came to know, but he alighted, paid both her and the; company great refpeift, and cauied two boats to be got* ready for their fervice. When the boats were come, he put Schemfelnihar in-: to one, and the prince of Perfia and the jeweller into the ‘ other, with two of his people in each boat» They had i orders to accompany them whitherfoever they were, bound. Being aboard, the two boats took different routs, I but we (hall at prefent fpeak only of that wherein were . the prince and jeweller. The prince, to lave his guides trouble, bid them land the jeweller with him, and named the place whither he would go. The guides, miftaking their orders, flopped. 
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j juft before the caliph's palace, which put both him and : the jeweller into a mortal fright, though he durft dif- t cover nothing of the matter ; for although they had •j heard the commander's orders to his men, they could V not help imagining they were to be delivered up to the « guard, to be brought before the caliph next morning, j This neverthelefs was not the intention of the guides, i for after they had landed them, they, by their mailer’s > command, recommended them to an officer of the t guard, who next morning affigned them foldiers to con- 1 dudt them by land to the prince’s chateau, which was . at fome diftance from the river. The prince being come home, what with the fatigue ^ of his journey, and the affliction he conceived at being never likely to fee Schenifelnihar more, fell into a fwoon on his fofa ; whom, while the greateft part of his fer- vants were endeavouring to recover, the other part gathered about the jeweller, and begged of him to tell them what had happened to the prince, their lord, whofe abfence had occalioned them fuch inexpreffible difquiet. The jeweller, who was fare to difeover nothing to them that was not convenient for them to know, told them, that that was not the time for fuch a relation, and they would do better to go and affift their prince, than require any fuch thing of him, at that jun&ure tfpecially. The prince by good fortune came to him- feif that very moment, when thofe that but jult before required this hiftory, with fo much earneftnefs, began now to get at a dillance, and pay that refpeCt which was due from them. Although the prince had in fome meafure recovered himfelf, yet he continued fo weak, he could not open his mouth. He anfwered only by figns, and that even to his neardl relations that fpoke to him. He remain- ed in the fame condition till next morning, when the l jeweller came to take leave of him. His anfwer was only I with a wink and holding forth his right hand ; but when he faw he was laden with the bundle of plate the 
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thieves had taken from him, he made a fign to his feri vants, that they fhould take it and carry it along will him to his houfe. The jeweller had been ejspeded home with great im patience by his family, the day he went forth with q man that came to afk. for him, and whom he did nol know : But now he was quite given over, and it was nc longer doubted but that fome fatal difafter had befalles him. His wife, children, and fervants, were under con- tinual grief, and lamented him almoft night and day j But at length, when they came to fee him again, theiij joy was fo great they could hardly contain themfelves ; yet they were ftill troubled to find that his countenance was extremely altered from what it had been before, infomuch that he was hardly to be known. This was! thought to have been occafioned by his great fatigue,; and the fears he had undergone, which would not let him fieep. Finding himfelf fomething out of order, he! continued within doors for two days, and would admits only one of his intimate friends to vifit him. The third day, perceiving himfelf fomewhat better,^ he thought he might get ftrength by going abroad;! and therefore went to the fiiop of a rich friend of his,; with whom he continued long in difcourfe. As he was. riling to go home, he obferved a woman that made ajj fign to him, and whom he prefently knew to be the confident of Schemfelnihar. Partly out of fear, and. partly through joy, he made what hafte he could ! away, without looking at her; but Ihe followed him,; as he very well knew Ihe would, the place they faw 1 

each other in being by no means proper for their inter-! ■view. As he walked a little falter than ordinary, Hie, no' being able to overtake him, every now and then called out to him to ftay. He heard her, it is true, but after what had happened, he did not think fit to take notice of her in public, for fear of giving caufe to believe that he had been with Schemfeltuhar. In Ihort, it was known to every one iu Bagdad, that this woman beionged to her, and therefore he thought it 
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>ut prudent to conceal his having any knowledge of ler. He continued the fame pace, and at lart came to i mofque where he knew but few people came : There le entered, and Ihe after him, wliere they had a long Jonverfe together, without any one overhearing them. Both the jeweller and confident exprefled a great leal of joy for feeing each other, after the ftrange ad- venture occafioned by the thieves, and their reciprocal concern for each others welfare, without mentioning a word of what related to their own particular perfons. The jeweller would needs have her relate to him how flie efcaped with the two Haves, and what Ihe knew of Schemfelnibar from the time he had left her; but fo great were her importunities to know from him what had happened to him from the time of their unexpedt- ed feparation, that he found himfelf obliged to comply with her. Having finiftred wfrat Ihe had defired, he told her he expedted {he would oblige him in her turn, which Ihe did in the following manner. When I firft faw the thieves, faid {he, I imagined, be- fore I rightly confidered, that they Were of the caliph’s guard, who, being informed of the efcape of Schemfel- nihar, had fent them to take away the lives of the prince and us all; but being convinced of the error of that thought, I immediately gjot up to the leads of your houfe, at the fame timefthat the thieves entered the chamber where the prince 'and Schemfelnihar were, and was foon after followed by that lady’s two (laves. From leads to leads, we came at laft to a houfe of very hone ft: people, who received us with a great deal of civility, and with whom we lodged that night. Next morning, after wej*ad returned thanks to the mafter of the houfe for odr good ufage, we returned to Schem- felnihar’s hotel, where we entered in great diforder, and ■ the rather, bccaul'e we could not learn the fate of the two unfortunate lovers. The other women of Schem- felnihar were aftonifhed to fee me return without their lady. We told them we had left her at a lady’s houfe, one of her friends, and that (he would fend for us whea 
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Ihe had a mind to come home ; with which excufc the feemed well fatisfied. For my part I fpent the day in great uneafinefs, an! when night came, opening a little back gate, I efpie a boat driven along by the ftream. Calling to the wa terman, 1 defired him to row up the river, and fee i he could meet a lady; and if he found her, to brin; her along with him. The' two Haves and I waited im patiently for his return, and at length, about midnight we faw the boat coming down with two men in iti and a woman lying along in the ftern : When the boa was come up, the two men helped the woman to rifej and then it was I knew her for Schemfelnihar. I re- joiced fo greatly to fee her, that my joy cannot be ex prtfled. I gave my hand to Schemfelnihar to help her out oi the boat s She had no fmall occalion for my afliftance^ for the could hardly ftand. When the was athore, the whifpered me in the ear, in an afllifted tone, and bid md go and take a putfe of a thoufand pieces of gold, and give it to the foldiAs that had waited on her. I did as I was commanded, leaving her to be fupported by the; two (laves; and having paid the waterman, I thut thej back-door. I then followed my lady, faid the confident to thej; jeweller, who was hardly got up to her chamber, beforel 1 overtook her. We undrefied her, and put her to bed, where the had not long been before (lie was ready to give up the ghoft ; in which condition the continued the remainder of the night. The day following, her1 

other women exprefied a great defire to fee her, but I told them the had been greatly fatigued, and wanted ■ reft to reftore her to her ftrength. We neverthelefs, (the other two flaves and I) gave her all the affiftance ; we poffibly could, and the reafonably expedt. She per- fitted in taking nothing that we offered hei; and we muft have defpaircd of her life, if we had not at laft perfua- ded her to drink a fpoonful or two of wine, which had a 
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:nfib]e effect on her: By mere importunity, we at length revailed with her to eat alfo. When the came to the ufe of her fpeech, for flie had itherto only mourned, groaned, and fighed, I begged f her to tell me how Ihe had efcaped out of the hands f the thieves. Why Ibould you require of me, faid Ihe, nth a profound figh, what will but renew my grief ? yould to God the thieves had taken away my life, ra- ier than preferved it, fince thereby my misfortunes mold have had an end ; whereas I now do but live to icreafe my torment. Madam, replied I, I beg you would not refufe this ivour ; you cannot but know that unhappy people iave a certain, I know not what confolation in venting heir misfortunes ; and if you would be but pleafed to elate your’s, 1 doubt not but you would find fome re- ief in it. Why then, faid Ihe, lend your ear to a ftory, the mod iffliftingthat can be imagined ; You muft know, when 1 firft faw the thieves entering with fword in hand, I >elitved that the laft moment of my life ; but dying did lot then feem fo fhocking to me, fince I thought I was 0 die with the prince of Perfia. However, inftead of nurdering, two of the thieves were ordered to take care >f us, whilft their companions were bufied in packing ip the goods they found in the houfe. When they lad done, and got their bundles upon their backs, they went away, and carried us along with them. As we went, one of thofe that had the charge of *6 demanded of me brilkly who I was? I anfwered, 1 was 1 dancer: He put the fame queftion to the prince, who mfwered, he was a fhopkeeper. When they were come to the place whither they were going, new fears came upon me ; for they gather- ed about us, and after having confidered well my habit, and the rich jewels that 1 was adorned with, they feem- ed to doubt I had difguifed my quality. Dancers, quoth they, do not ufe to be dreffed as you are. Pray tell us truly who you are, faid they to me; but whea 
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they faw I anfwered nothing, they afked the princi once more who he was, for they told him they plainly perceived he was not the perfon he pretended to be; He did not fatisfy them much more than I had done he only told them be came to fee the jeweller, wh< t was the owner of that houfe where they found them. S ff know this jeweller, faid one of the rogues, who feemec to have fome authority over the reft ; I have fome obli gations to him, which yet he knows nothing of, and 1 take upon me to bring him hither to-morrow morning] from another houfe he has; but you muft not expedt tc ftir, until he come and tell us who you are ; though, ir the mean time, I promife you there lhall be no mannei of injury offered to you. The jeweller was brought next morning, as he faid, who thinking to oblige us, as he really did, declared tc the rogues the whole truth of the matter. The thieve^ no fooner knew who we were, but they came and alk-i ed my pardon, and I believe did the like to the prince, who was Ihut up in another room. They protefted to; me they would not have broke open the jeweller’^ houfe, had they but known whofe it was. They foon after took us (the prince, the jeweller, and myfelf), and carried us to the river-tide, w'here, having put us aboard the boat, they rowed us acrofs the water ; but we wei ^ no fooner landed, than a party of the horfe-guardrf came up to us, and then the rogues fled ; but I took! the commander afide, and told him my name, telling! him, withal, that the night before, I had been feizedby robbers, who forced me along with them ; but having! been told who 1 was, they releafed me, and the two per-{ fons that were with me, on my account. He alightedi and paid his rcfpedb to me ; and after having exprefled a great deal of joy for being able to oblige me, he caufed two boats to be brought, putting me and two of hi# foldiers, whom you have feen, into one, and the prince' and the jeweller, with two others, into the other. My; 

guides have conduced me hither, but what has become of the prince and his friend 1 cannot tell. 
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I trud in Heaven,added Schemfelnihar, with a fhower Of tears, no harm has happened to them fince our repa- ration ; and I do not doubt but the prince’s concern for me is equal to mine for him. The jeweller, to whom we have been fo much obliged, ought to be recompenfed for the lofs he has fuftained upon our account. Do not you therefore fail, quoth fhe, (fpeaking to me), to take two pmfes of a thoufand pieces of gold in each, and carry them to him to-morrow morning in my name, and, at the fame time, be fure to inquire after the prince’s welfare. When my good miftrefs had done fpeaking, I endea- voured, as to the laft article of inquiring into the prince’s welfare, to calm her mind, which was in fome diforder, and to perfuade her not. to yield fo much to love, fince the danger ihe had but lately efcaped would be foon brought on again by fuch an indulgence. She bid me hold my tongue, and do what flie had command- ed me. I was obliged to be filent, and am come hither to obey her commands, without any farther ftruggle. I have been at your houfe, and not finding you at home, was about to have gone to wait on the prince of Perfia, but did not dare to attempt fo great a journey. I have left the two purfes with a particular friend of mine, and, if you will have but patience, I will go and fetch them immediately. The confident returned quickly to the jeweller in the mofque, where fhe had left him. She gave him the two purfes, and bid him accept them for her lady’s fake. They are much more than is neceffary, faid the jeweller, and 1 can never be enough thankful for fo great a prefent from fo good and generous a lady ; but 1 befeech you to acquaint her on my behalf, that I lhall preferve an eternal remembrance of her bounties. He then agreed with the confident that fhe Ihould find him at the firft place fhe had feen him at, whenever lh« , had occafion to impart any commands from Schemfei- vol. ii. t 
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nihar, or to know any thing of the prince of Perfu : And fo they parted. The jeweller returned home very well fatisfied, not Oply that he had got wherewithal plentifully to make tip his Ioffes, but alfo to think that no perfon in Bagdad could pofiibly come to know of the prince and Schem-. felnihar’s being in his other houfe when it was robbed. It is true he had acquainted the thieves with it, but their fecrecy he thought he might very well depend on, efpecially in this paiticular; they, he imagined, had not fuffi :ient converfe in the world to give him any difturbance. He therefore hugged himfelf in his good fortune, paid his debts, and furniihed both his houfes to a nicety. Thus he forgot ail his part danger, and next morning fet out to wait on the prince of Perfia. The prince’s domeftics told the jeweller at his arri- val, that he came in a very good time to make their lord fpeak, for they had not been able to get a word out of him ever fince he was there laft. They intro- duced him foftly into his chamber, and he found him in fuch a condition as raifed his pity: He w’as lying upon his bed, with his eye-lids fhut; but when the jeweller faluted him, and exhorted him to take courage, he faintly opened his eyes, and looked upon him with fuch an afpeft, as fufficiently declared the greatnefc of his affli&ion. He neverthclefs took and grafped him by the hand, to teftify his friendfhip, and told him, in a faint and weak tone, that he was extremely obliged to him for coming fo far to feek one that was fo exceed- ingly unhappy and miferable. My lord, replied the jeweller, mention not, I be- feech you, any obligations you have to me: 1 could wilh, with all my foul, the good offices I have endea- voured to do you had bad a better effedt: But at pre- fent let us difcourfe only of your health, which 1 fear you greatly injure by an unreafonable abftainir.g from proper nourilhment. The prince’s fervants, hearing the jeweller fay this, took ocgafion to let him know it was with the greateft 



ENTERTAINMENTS. I71 
difficulty they had prevailed on him to take in even the fmalleft matter; and that for fome time he had taken nothing at all. This obliged the jeweller to beg of the prince to let his fervants bring him fomethiug to eat, which favour he obtained with much interceffi in. After the prince had eaten more largely than he had hitherto done, through the perfuafton of the jeweller, he commanded the fervants to quit the room, and leave him alone with his friend. When the room was clear, he faid : In conjunction with my misfortune that diftradts me, I have been exceedingly concerned to think of what you have fuffered on my account; and as it is but juft I fhou'd make you what recompenfe I can, fo I (hall be fure to take the firft occafion of doing it: however, at prefent, begging only your pardon a thoufand times, I muft conjure you to tell me whether you have learned any thing of Schemfelnihar (ince I had the misfortune to be parted from her. Here the jeweller, upon the confident’s information, related to him all that he knew of Schemfelnihar’s ar- rival at her hotel, her date of health from the time he had left her, and how (he had fent her confident to him to inquire after his highnefs’s'welfare. To all this the prince replied only with fighs and tears : Then he made an effort to get up, and, being af- fifted by the jeweller, made (hift to rife ; Being upon his legs, he called his fervants, and made them open his wardrobe, whither he went in perfon ; and having caufed feveral bundles of rich goods and plate to be packed up, he ordered them to be carried do the jewel- ler’s houfe. The jeweller would fain have withftood this kind [ offer ; but although he reprefented that Schemfelmhir | had already made him more than fufficient amends for what he had loft, the prince would he obeyed. The jeweller thought himfelf obliged to make all poffible j acknowledgements, and protefted how much he was confounded at his highnefs’s liberality. He would then have taken his leave, but the prince would not let him j 
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and fo they pafled away in difeourfe good part of the night. Next morning the jeweller waited on the prince again, before he went away, but he would not let hire ftir: he muft firft fit down, and hear what he had tc fay to him. You know, laid the prince, that there is an end propofed in all things : Now the end the lovet propofts is to enjoy the beloved objedt in fpite of alii oppofition ; If he k>fcs that hope, he muft not thinki to live. You know alfo that this is my hard cafe ; for when I have been twice at the very point of fulfilling my; 

defires, I was all of a fudden torn from what I loved in' the molt cruel manner imaginable : I had then no more; to do but to think of death ; and I had certainly proved my own executioner, but that our holy law forbids us to be fuicides. But there is no need of fuck violent means; death will foon do its own work in a fure, though gentle method : I find myfelf in a manner gone, and; that I have not long to wait the welcome blow. Herel he was filent, and vented the reft of his paifion only in 1 groans, fighs, fobs, and tears, which came from him in i great abundance. The jeweller, who knew no better way of turning him ] from his defpair, than by bringing Schemfelpihar into j his mind, and giving him fome hopes of enjoying her, | told him, he feared the confident might be come from ■ her lady, and therefore thought not proper to ftay any j longer from home. I will let you go, faid the prince,; but conjure you, that if you fee her, you recommend \ to her to afiure Schemfelnihar, that if I die, as I expert i to do every minute, I will blefs her with my laft breath, : and love her till the laft moment. _ j The jew’eller returned home in expedation of feeing the confident; and Ihe came fome few hours after, but all in tears, and in great affliftion. He alked her with great earneftnefs what was the matter ? She anfwered, tnat Schemfelnihar, the prince, herfelf, and he, were all joined. He demanded hew ? Hear the fad news, faid , 
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flie, as it was told me juft upon my entering our hotel , after I had left you. Schemfelnihar had, it feems, for fome fault, chaftifed one of the Oaves yoafaw with her in your other houfe : and the Have, enraged at the ill treatment,-ran piefently away, and finding the gate open went forth ; fi> that we have juft reafon to believe Ore has difcovered all to an eunuch of the guard, who gave her proteftion as we have fince heard. But this is not all; the other Oave, her companion, is fled too, and has taken refuge in the caliph’s palace, fo that we may well fear (he has adted her part in this difcovery ; for juft as I came away, the calipfy had fent twenty of his eunuchs for Schemfelnihar, and they had carried her to the palace. I juft found means to come and tell you this, yet I fear no good wib come of it; but, above all, 1 recommend it to you a.- a fecret: And I think it would be moft convenient for you to go and acquaint the prince with the whole affair, to the end he may be ready on all occafions, and contribute what he is able to the common caufe. Saying this, (he ran away in great hafte, without fpeaking a word more, or ftaying for any anfwer. What anfwer, however, could the jeweller have made in the deplorable condition he was in t He flood Itill as if he were thunderftruck, and had not a word to fay. He was neverthelefs fenfible that the affair required ex- pedition, and therefore immediately went to give the prince an account of it : He addrefled himfelf to him with an air that fufficiently ftiowed the bad news he brought him. Prince, faid he, arm yourfelf with cou- rage and patience* and prepare to receive the moft ter- rible aftault that ever was yet made on your nature. Tell me in a few words, faid the prince, what it is I mult prepare to receive ; for if it be death only, I am. both ready and willing to undergo it. Then the jeweller told him all that he had learned i from the confident; You fee, continued he, your de- [»ftru&ion is inevitable if you delay. Up, nfej five »■ 3 
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yourfelf by flight, for the time is precious. You, of all men, muft not expofe youifelf to the anger of the ca- liph, and ihould much lefs confefs any thing in the midit of torments. At thefe words, the prince was almoft ready to ex^ pire, through grief, affluaion, and fear ; however, he re-j covered himfelf, and demanded of the jeweller what re- folution he would advife him to take in this unhappy] conjuixflure. The jeweller told him he thought nothing! more proper than that he fliould immediatley take horfe,! 

and hafte away towards Anbar *, that he might get thi-S ther with all convenient fpeed. Take what fervants and; horffis you think neceffary, continued he, and fuffer mei to elcape with you. The prince, feeing nothing more advifeable, irnme-’ diately gave orders for fuch an equipage as would be leaft troubiefome;fo,having putfome money and jewels^ in his pocket, and taking leave of his mother, he depart- ed, in company with the jeweller and fuch fervants as; 

he had chofen. They travelled all that day, and the day following^ without flopping, until at length, about the dufk of the evening, both their horfes and themfdves being greatly I fatigued, they alighted at an inn to refrelh themfelves. j They had hardly fat down before they found them-i felves lurrounded and aflaulted by a huge knot of] thieves. They defended their lives for fome time cou-r rageoufiy; but at length the prince’s fervants being all^ ki.led, both he and the jeweller were obliged to yield] at difcretion. The thieves, however, fpared their lives, but after they had feized on the horfes and baggage," they took away their clothes, and left them naked. ! being in this condition, and the thieves gone fromi them, the prince faid to the jeweller. What is to be done, my friend, in this conjuncture ! Had I not better, think you, have tanied in bagdad, and undergone any fate, r.dher than be reduced to this extremity ? My 
* Anbar is a city on the Tygris, twenty leagues below Sagdad, 
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lord, replied the jeweller, it is the decree of Heaven that we (hould thus fuft'er : It has pleafed God to add affliction to affliction, and we muft not murmur at it, but teceive his chaftifements with fubmiffion. Let us ftay no longer here, but go and look out for fome place where we may be concealed and relieved. No, let me rather die, faid the prince, for what fignifies it whether I die here or elfewhere; for die I know I muft very fflortly. It may be this very minute that we are talk- ing, Schemfelnihar is no more, and why fflould I en- deavour to live after Ihe is dead ? The jeweller at length prevailed on him to do as he faid ; and they had not gone far before they came to a mofque, which being opened, they entered it, and paffed there the remainder of the night. At day-break, a Angle man came into the mofque to his devotion. When he had ended his prayer, and was turning to go out, he perceived the prince and the jeweller, who were fitting in a corner to conceal them- felves. He came up to them, and after having fainted them with a great deal of civility, faid, By what I per- ceive, gentlemen, you feem to be ftrangers ; the jewel- ler anfwered, You are not deceived, Sir, we have been robbed to-night in coming from Bagdad, and are re- tired thither for fnelter : If you can relieve us in our I neceffities, we fflould be very much obliged to you, for | we know not any body here to make our addrefies to. I The man anfwered, If you ftiall think fit to come along with me to my houfe, I will do what I can for you. Upon this obliging offer, the jeweller turned to the prince, and faid in his ear, This man, as far as I can perceive. Sir, does not know us; therefore, we had bet- ter go with him than ftay here to be expofed to the fight of fomebody that may. Do as you pieafe, fud the prince, I am willing to be guided by your diferetion. The man, obferving the prince and jeweller confult- ing together, thought they made fome difficulty to ac- cept his propofition ; wherefore he demanded of them i| they were rcfolved what to do ? The jeweller ani'wer* 
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ed. We are ready to follow you whither you pleafe; all that we make a difficulty about is to appear thus naked. Let not that trouble you, faid the mao, we will find wherewithal to clothe you, T warrant you ; and they were no fooner got to the houfe, but he brought! forth a very handfome fuit for each of them. Next, asi he thought they muft needs be very hungry, and have ! a mind to go to bed,' he had feveral plates of meat! brought out to them by a flave, but they ate little, efpecially the prince, who was fo dejedted and diipinted, as gave the jeweller caufe to fear he would die. Then they went to bed, and their hoft left them to their re- ! 

pofe ; but they were no fooner laid down than the i jeweller was forced to call him again to aflilt at the death of the prince. He found him breathe fhort, and with difficulty, wliich gave him juft reafon to fear he had but few minutes to live. Coming near him, the prince faid, it is done, and I am glad you are by to be witnefs of my laft words. I quit this life with a great deal of fatisfadlion, but 1 need not tell you the reai'on, ? for you know it too well already. All the regret I have s is, that I cannot die in the arms of my deareft mother, who has always loved me with a tendernefs not to be j exprefied, and for whom I had a reciprocal affection : j She will undoubtedly not be a little grieved that Ihe '3 could not clofe my eyes, and bury me with her own hands: But let her know how much I was concerned at this, and delire her in my nsme to have my corpfe j tranfported to Bagdad, that ihe may have an opportu- ] urty to bedew my tomb with her tears, and alfift my j departed foul with her prayers. He then took notice ' of the mafter of the houie, and thanked him for the fe- | veral favours he had received from him, detiring him ! to let his body be depolited with him till fuch time as it fhould be carried away to Bagdad. Having faid all this, he turned afide, and expired. Next day after the prince's death, the jeweller took, the opportunity of a numerous caravan that was going to Bagdad, and arrived there fome time after in fafety. 
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He firft went home to change his clothes, and then Jiaftened to the prince’s palace, where every body was furprifed to fee their lord was not come with him. He defired them to acquaint the prince’s mother that he nmft needs fpeak with her immediately ; and it was not long before he was introduced to her, whom he found in a hall with feveral of her women about her: Madam, faid he to her, with an air that fufficieutly denoted his ill news, God preferve your highnefs, and ihower down the choiceft of his bleffings upon you ; You cannot be ignorant that it is he alone who difpofes of us all at his pleafure. The princefs would not give him leave to go on, but cried out, Alas ! you bring me the deplorable news of my fon’s death. At which words flie and her women fet up fuch a hideous outcry as foon brought frelh tears into the jeweller’s eyes. She thus tormented and grieved herfelf a long while, before fhe would fuffer the unfor- tunate meffenger to go on. However, at length Ihe gave a truce to her fighs and groans, and begged of him to continue the fatal relation, without concealing from her the leaft circumftance. He did as fhe commanded ; and when he had done, fhe farther demanded of him if her fon, the prince, had not given him in charge fome- thing more particular ? He affured her his laft words v/ere, That it was the greateft concern to him that he I muft die fo far diftant from his dear mother ; yet he earneftly entreated her fhe would be pleafed to have his corpfe tranfported to Bagdad. Accordingly, next morn- ing at day-break, the princefs fet out, with her women, and great part of her flaves, to bring her fon’s body to '■ her own palace. The jeweller, having taken leave of her, returned f home very fad and melancholy, to think he had loft fo [ goodafriend, and fo accomplifhed a prince, in the flower of his age. As he came near his houfe, dejedted and muling, on a fudden lifting up his eyes he faw a woman j Handing before him : He prefem'y knew her to be the confident, who had flood there grieving fome time that 
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flie could not fee him. At the fight of her, his teafi began to flow afreih, but he faid nothing to her ; and going into his own houfe, file followed him. They fat down, when the jeweller beginning the dif- mal difcourfe, alked the confident with a deep figh, if the had heard nothing of the death of the prince of Pert fia, and if it was on his account that (he grieved ? Alas, anfwered (he, What! is that charming prince then dead? He has not lived long after his dear Schemfelni- har. Beauteous fouls! continued fire, in whatfoever place ye now are, ye ought to be pleafed that your loves will no more be interrupted. Your bodies were before an obftacle to your wifhes, but now, being delivered of them, you may unite as clofely as you pleafe. The jeweller, who had heard nothing of Schemfelui- har’s death, and had not obfenred the confident was in; mourning, through his excefiive grief that blinded him, j was now anew afflided, to hear this farther bad news, j Is Schemfelnihar then dead ? cried he, in great aftonilh- ment. She is dead, replied the confident, weeping j afrefh ; and it is for her I wear thefe weeds. The cir-* cumftances of her death were extraordinary, continued j the, therefore it is but requifite you fhould know them: i But before I give you an account of them, I beg you . to let me know thofe of the prince of Perfia, whom, in 1 
conjunction with my deareft friend and miftrefs, I (hall lament as long as I live. The jeweller then gave the , confident that fathfaftion fhe defired, and after he had j told her all, even the departure of the prince’s mother i to bring her fon’s body to Bagdad : She began and faid, > You have not forgot, I fuppofe, that I told you the ca- liph had lent for Schemfelnihar to his palace ; and it is true, as we had all the reafon in the world to believe, he had been informed of the amour betwixt her and the prince, by the two flaves, whom he had examined apart. Now you'will be apt to imagine he muft of ne- cefiity be exceedingly enraged at Schemfelnihar, and difeover many tokens of jealoufy and revenge againft the prince; but I mult tell you, he had neither one 
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lor the other, and lamented only his dear naiftrefs’s for- bking him, which he, in fome meafure, attributed to jimfdf, in giving her fo much freedom to walk about he city without his eunuchs. This was all the refent- hent he ftiowed, as you will find by his carriage to- urards her, as follows : He received her with an open countenance; and vhen he obferved the fadnefs fhe was under, which leverthelefs did not lefien her beauty, with a goodnefs jeculiar to himfelf, he faid, Schemfelnihar, I cannot rear your appearing thus before me with an air of af- lidtion : You muft needs be fenfible how much I have ilways loved you, by the continual demonftrations [ have given you of it; and I can never change my mind, for even now I love you more than ever : You save enemies, Schemfelnihar, proceeded he, and thofe snemies have done you all the wrong they can : For this purpofe, they have filled my ears with ftories againft you, which have not yet made the leaft impreffion on me. Shake off then this melancholy, continued he, and prepare to entertain your lord this night after your ac- cuftomed maimer. He faid many other obliging things to her, and then delired her to ftep into a magnificent apartment, and ftay for him. The affliited Schemfel- nihar was very fcnfible of the kindnefs the caliph had for her; but the more the thought herfelf obliged to him, the more (he was concerned that the was fo far off from the prince, without whom the could not live, and yet the was afraid the fhould never fee him more. This interview between the caliph and Schemfelni- har,-continued the confident, was whilft 1 was come to fpeak with you, and I learned the particulars of it from my companions, who were prefent. But I had no fboner left you, proceeded the, than I went to my dear miftrefs again, and was eye-witnefs to what happened afterwards. I found her in the apartment 1 told you of; and as (lie thought 1 came from you, (he came up to me, and whifpering me in the ear, faid, I am much obliged to you for the iervice you h^ve been doing me, 
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but I fear it will be the laft. I took no notice of he! words, and ftie faid no more to me ; but if I had a mind to fay any thing to comfort her, I was in a place that was not proper for it. The caliph was introduced at night with the found of inftruments our women played upon, and the colla- tion was immediately ferved up. He took his miftrefs by the hand, and made her (it down with him on the fofa ; which (he did with that regret, that (he expired fome few minutes after. In (hort (he was hardly fet down, but (he fell backwards, which the caliph believed to be only a fwoon, and fo we thought all; but when we endeavoured to bring her to herfelf, we found (he; was quite gone, which you may imagine not a littlei affrighted us. The caliph did her the honour to weep over her, not being able to refrain from tears; and, be-! fore he left the room, ordered all the mulical inftru-j ments to be broke, which was immediately executed. For my part, 1 (laid with hercorpfe all night, and next morning bathed her with my tears, and dreffed her forj her funeral. The caliph had her interred foon after inj a magnificent tomb he had eredled for her in her life- time, in a place (he had defired to be buried in. Now fince you tell me, faid (he, the prince of Perfia’s' body is to be brought to Bagdad, I will ufe my beft| endeavours that he (ball be interred in the fame tomb,( which may be fome fatisfadtion at lead to two fuch.l faithful lovers. The jeweller was fomewhat furprifedj at this refolution of the confident’s, and faid, Certainly ! you do not confiAr that this enterprife is in a manner I impoflible, for the caliph will be fure never to fuffer it.>| Do not you be concerned at that, replied (he, for you j will undoubtedly be of another opinion after I have: told you that the caliph has given liberty to all her (laves in general, with a confiderable penfion to each for their fubliftence ; and as to my particular, has honoured me with the charge of my miftrefs’s tomb, and allottedi me an annual income for my maintenance. Moreover,: you muff needs think the caliph, who was net ignorant) 
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®f the amour between Schemfelnihar and the prince, as I have already told you, will not be a whit concerned, if now, after her death, he be buried with her. To this the jeweller had not a word to fay, yet ear- neftly entreated the confident to condudt him to her mif- trefs’s tomb, that he might fay his prayers over her. When he came in fight of it, he was not a little furprifed to find a vaft number of people of both fexes, that were come hither from all parts of Bagdad. By reafon he could not come near the tomb, he faid his prayers at a diftance; and then going to the confident, who was waiting hard by, he faid .to her, 1 am altogether of a contrary opinion to what 1 was juft now ; for I am fo far from thinking that what you propofed cannot be put in execution, that you and I need only tell abroad what we know of the amour of this unfortunate couple, and how the prince died much about the f.ime time with his miltrefs, and is now bringing up to be buried ; and the people will bring the thing about, and not fuffer that two fuch faithful lovers fhould be feparated when dead, whom nothing could divide in affedtion whilft they lived. As he faid, fo it came to pafs ; for as foon as it came to be known that the corpfe was within a day’s journey of the city, the inhabitants almoft of all forts went forth, and met it above twenty miles off; and af- terwards marched before it till it came to the city gate, where the confident, waiting for that purpofe, prefented herfelf before the prince’s mother, and begged of her, in the name of the whole city, that Ihe would be plea- fed to confent that the bodies of the two loverS, who had but one heart whilft they-lived, efpecially during ‘ their amour, might be buried in the fame tomb, now \ they were dead. The princefs immediately contented; t To the corpfe of the prince, inftead of being depofited . in his own burying-place, was laid by Schemfelnihar’s fide, after it had been carried along in proceffion at the j head of an infinite number of people of all conditions | and degrees; nay, from that very time, all the inhabi- tants of Bagdad, and even ftrangers, from fuch parts uf TOL. II. CL 
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the.world as honoured the Mahometan religion, have- had a mighty veneration for that tomb, and paid their devotion at it as often as opportunity would give them* leave. This, Sir, faid Scheherazade, who now perceived the day begin to approach, is what I had to relate to yourt majefty concerning the amour of the fair Schemfelnihar, t miftrefs to the caliph Haroun Airafchid, and the worthy j AH Ebn Becar, prince of Perfia. When Dinarzade obferved her lifter, the fultanefs, had' done fpeaking, Ihe thanked her in the moft obliging manner for her entertainment in a hiftory fo exceeding- ly agreeable. If the fultan will be but pleafed to let me. live till to-morrow, faid Scheherazade, i will alfo relate = that of Prince Camaralzaman *, which you will find' yet more agreeable. Here (he (topped ; and the ful- j tan, who could not yet refolve on her death, permitted her to go on next night in the following mar.ncr; 
The Story of the Amours of Cam aralz am \n. Prince of \ the JJles of the Children of Kbaledan, and of BaDOURA, 1 

Pnncefs of China. 
SIR, faid The, about twenty days fail on the coaft of j Perfta, there sre iiland* in the main ocean called the ! Wands of the Children of Khaledan ; Thefe iflandsare divided into four great provinces, which have all of them . veryflourilhing and populous cities, and which make to- gether a molt potent kingdom. It is governed by a king ; named Schahzaman f, who has four lawful wives, all 1 daughters of kings, and lixty concubines. Schahzaman thoueht'himfelf the moft happy mo-, j parch of the wo(4'd,"fti well on account of his peaceful as profperous reign. One thing only difturbed his hap- ’ pinefs, which was, that he was pretty old, and had no 

* This word fignifies in ^.rabic, the Moon of the Time, or ; the Moon of the Age. f That is to fay, in Perils, King of the Time, or King of the Age. fljMP 
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children, though he had fo many wives. He knew not what to attribute this barrennefs to; and what increafed his affliftion was, that he was iikely to have his kingdom without a fucceffor. He diflembled his difcontent a long while ; and what made it yet more uneafy to him was, that he was forced to diflemble. However, at length he broke lilence; and one day, after he had com- plained bitterly of his miffortune to his grand vifier, he demanded of him, if he knew any remedy for it ? That wife minifter replied, if what your majefty requires of me had depended on the ordinary methods of human wifdom, you had foon had an anfwer to your latisfac- tion ; but as my experience and knowledge are not fuf- ficient to content you, I muft advife you to have re- courfe to Divine Power alone, who, in the midft of our profperities, which often tempt us to forget him, is pleafed fo to limit our difcernment, that we may apply only to his omnifeience for what we have occafion to know. Your majelty has fubjefts, proceeded he, who make a profeffion of lovi»g and honouring God, and ‘fuffering great hardlhips for his fake ; to them 1 would advife you to have recourfe, and engage them by alms, to join their prayers with yours; it may be feme among them may be fo juft and agreeable to God, as to obtain what they pray for. King Schahzaman approved this advice very much, and thanked his vifier for it: He immediately caufed rich alms to be given to every mo- naftery in his dominions : and having fent for the fupe- riors, declared to them his intention, and defired them to acquaint their monks with it. The king, in Ihort, obtained of Heaven what he re- quefted; for in nine months time he had a fon born of one of his wives. In return for this favour, he fent new alms to the religious houfes, and the prince’s birth-day was celebrated throughout his dominions for a week toge- ther. The prince was brought to him, as foon as born, and he found him fo beautiful, that he gave him the name of Camaralzaman, i. e. The Moon of the Age. He was eriuQfted with all the care imaginable; and 
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when he came to be old enough, his father appointed him a governor and able preceptors, Thefe diftioguilh- ed perfons found him capable of receiving all the in-i ftrudtions that were proper to be given him, as well in relation to morals as the other knowledge a prince, ought to have. When he came to be fomewhat older, j he learned all his exercifes, which he acquitted himfeif j of with that grace and wonderful addrefs, as charmed j all that law him, and particularly the fultan his father. I Having attained the age of fifteen years, the fultan, ; who loved him tenderly, thought of religning his throne to him, and acquainted his grand vifier with his in- j tentions. I am afraid, fays he, left my fon fhouid lofe thofe advantages in youth which nature and my educa- tion have given him ; therefore, fince I am fomewhat advanced in age, and fit for a retreat, I have had thoughts I of refigning the government to him, and palling the re- j mainder of my days in the fatisfadion of feeing him j reign, I have undergone the fatigue of a crown a long I while, and think it is now proper for me to retire. j The grand vifier would not i ffer all the reafons he | could have brought to difluade the fultan from fuch a 3 proceeding; on the contrary, he agreed with him in j fome meafure. Sir, replied he, the prince is yet but J young, and it would not be, in my humble opinion, | wholly advifeable to burden him with the weight of a crown fo foon. Your m jtfty fears, with a great deal ij of rtafon, his youth m>y je corrupted : But then, to ■ remedy that, does not your majefty bkewife think it j it would be proper to marry him ? Marriage being what ;j would keep him within bounds, and confi e his inclina- : tions: Moreover, your m.ijefty might then admit him j of your council, where he would learn by degrees the i art of reigning, and fo be fit to receive your power fo foon as you Ihould think proper to belt ;w it on him. Schahzaman found this advice of his prime minifter highly reafonablc; therefore fummoned the prince to appear before him at the fame time that he difmilTed the grand vifier. The prince, who had been accuftomed 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 185 
i to fee his father only at certain times, was a little ftartled .1 at this irregular funimons 5 therefore, when he came be- fore him, he faluted him with great refpedl, and after- 1 wards itood ftill with his eyes fixed on the ground. : The fultan, perceiving his fuiprife, faid to him in a mild way, Do you know, fon, for what reafon I have fent for j you hither ? Not I, an’t pleafe your majefty, anfwered ( the prince modeftly ; God alone knows how to pene- trate hearts : I (hould be glad to know of your majefty for what reafon ? Why, 1 fent for you, faid the fultan, to let you know I defign to marry you ; What do you think of it ? * Prince Camaralzaman heard this with great uneafi- nefs; it quite furprifed him, he was all in a fweat, and knew not what anfwer to make. After fome few mo- ments, however, he replied, Sir, I befeech your majefty to pardon me, if I feemed furprifed at the declaration you have made to me: I did not expeft any fuch pro- pofal to one fo young as I am ; and befides, I know not Whether I could ever prevail on myfelf to marry, not only on account of the trouble wives bring a man, and which I am very fenfible of though unmarried, but alfo by reafon of their many impoftures, wickednefies, and treacheries, which I have read of in authors. It may be, I may not always be of the fame mind, yet I cannot but think I ought to have time to conclude on what your majefty requires of me. Prince Camaralzaman’s anfwer extremely afflidted his father. He was not a little grieved to fee what an averfion he had to marriage: yet would not call his obedience in queftion, nor make ufe of his paternal au- thority: -He contented himfelf with telling him he would not force his inclinations ; and gave him time to con- fider of what he propofed to him ; yet wilhed him to remember, that as a prince, defigned to govern a great kingdom, he ought to take fome care to leave a fuc. i ceffor. Schahzaman faid no more to the prince; he admitted | him into his copncil> and gave him ail the reafon to he 
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fatisfied that could be tie fired. About a year after, h< took him afide, and laid to him. Well, ion, have yoi thoroughly confidered of what I propofed to you about marrying laft year ? Will you (till rqfufe me that fatis- fadtion I defire, and let me die without feeing myfelf revive in your pofterity ? The prince ieemed lets afto-j nifhed than before ; he now brilkly anlwere i his father as follows : Sir, 1 have not negledled toconfider of what you propofed to me ; and upon the whole matter, I am refolved to continue the ftate 1 am in, without con- cerning myfelf with marriage. In (hort, Sir, the many evils I have read women have caufed in the world, and; the continual mifchiefs I (till hear and obferve they do,i has been the occafion of my refolution to have nothing to do with them ; fo that, Sir, I hope your majefty will pardon me, if I acquaint you, it wdl be to no purpofe! to folicit me any farther about that affair. Thus (aid, and making a low reverence, he went out brifk'y, with- out (laying to hear what the fultan would anfwer. Now any monarch but Schahzaman would have beenij in a wondrous pafiion at fuch a deportment of a fon ; 1 but he took little notice of it, refoiving to ufe all gentle 1 methods before he proceeded to force. He communi- i cated this new caufe of difconter.t to his prime minifter. j I have followed your advice, fays he, but Camaralza- ‘ man is farther off than ever from complying with my defires. He delivered his refolution m fuch arrogant 1 

terms, that I had all the occalion in the world for my reafon and moderation to keep me from being in a paf- fion. Fathers that dt fire fa vours.f their children, ahich they neverthelefs may command, are to blame them- felves only if they are difobeyed. But tell me, ; befeech you, how 1 (hall reclaim this hardy young prince, who proves fo rebellious to my pleafure. Sir, anfwered the grand vifier, patieree brings many things about that before feemed impracticable ; but it may be this affair is of a natuie not likely to fucceed that way. However, in my judgement, your majefty would do well to give the prince another year to con- 
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fider of the matter; and if, when that is expired, he ftill continues averfe to your propofal, then your majefty may propofe it to him in full council, as a thing that is highly neceflary for the common good; and it is not likely he will refufe to comply with you before fo grave an affembly, and on fo neceffary an account, whatever he has done before. The fultan, who defired fo pafiionately to fee his fon married, thought this long delay an age ; however, -though with much difficulty, he at length yielded to his grand vifier’s reafons, and which he could nowife difapprove. After the grand vifier was gone, Sultan Schahzaman went to the apartment of the mother of Prince Cama- ral/.aman, to whom he had often difcovered what an ar- dent defire he had to marry the prince: when he had told her, with tears in his eyes, how his fon had refufed to comply with him a fecond time, and that, neverthe- lefs, through the advice of his grand vifier, he was inclin- able to wait yet a long time for his compliance, he faid, Madam, I know he will hearken more to you than me, therefore I defire you would take your time to fpeak to him ferioufly of the matter, and to let him know, that if he perlifts much longer in his obftinacy, he will oblige me to have recourfe to extremities that may not be plea ling to him, and which may give him caufe to re- pent of having difobeyed me. Fatima, for fo was the lady called, acquainted the prince the firit time ffie faw him, that fhe had been in- formed of his fecond refufal to be married, and how much chagrin he had occafioncd his father on that ac- count. Madam, fays the prince, I befeech you not to renew my grief upon that head, for if you do, 1 have reafon to fear, in the difquiet I am under, that fome- thing may efcape me which may not altogether corref- pond with the refpeift I owe you. Fatima knew by the anfwer, this was not a proper time to fpeak. to him, and therefore deferred what» ffie had to fay till another op- ; portunity. 
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Some confiderable while after, Fatima thought fhe had met with a more favourable occafion, which gave her hopes of being heard upon that fubjed ; (he there- fore accofted him with all the eajftrnefs imaginable; Son, faid (he, 1 beg of you, if it be not very irkfome to! you, to tell me what reafon you have for your fo greati an averfion to marriage ? If you have no other than the: badnefs and wickedncfs of fome women, there can be nothing lefs reafonable and more weak : I will not un-t dertake the defence of thofe that are bad, there are a! great number of them undoubtedly ; but it will be thei greateft injuftice imaginable to condemn all the fex for; their fakes : Alas! fon, you have met with a great many; bad women in yourbooks, who have occafioned great dif- orders, and I will not excufe them: But you do not con- fider how many monarchs, fultans, and other princes, j there have been in the world, whofe tyrannies, barbarities, and cruelties, aftonifhed thofe who read of them, and ; which I have done myfelf. Now, for one woman that ’ is thus wicked, you will meet with a thoufand of thofe ; tyrants and barbarians; and what torment do you think | muft a good woman undergo (for fuch there are) who is ; matched with any of thefe wretches ? Madam, replied ] Camaralzaman, I doubt not but there are a great num- i ber of w ife, virtuous, good, affable, and generous wo- ■ men in the world ; and would to God they all refem- bled you ! But what (licks with me is the doubtful !j choice a man is obliged to make, and oftentimes one has not that liberty neither. Let us fuppofe then, Madam, continued he, that I had a mind to marry, as the fultan, l my father, fo carnefHydefires I (hould ; what wife, think j you, would he be likely to provide for me ? Probablya ! princefs whom he would demand of fome neighbouring i prince, and who would think it an honour done him to fend hitn her. Fair or ugly, good or ill humoured, * die mull go down : nay, fuppofe no other princefs ex- I celled her in beauty, yet who can be certain that her temper w-ould be of equal good*efs ; that (he would be . affable,complai£mt, entertaining, obliging, and the like* ' 
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'hat her dii'courfe would generally run on folid matters,. ad ot on trifles, fuch as drefs, adjuftments, ornaments, ad the like fooleries, which would difguft any man of :nfe? In a word, that {he would not be haughty, proud, rrogant, impertinent, fcornful, and wafte a man’s eftate 1 thefe frivolous expenfes, fuch as gaudy clothes, un- eceffary jewels, toys, and the like long train of magni- cent follies? Thus you fee, Madam, continued he, tow many reafons a man may have to be difgufted at narriage ; Well, but to go farther ; let this princefs be lever fo perfedt, accompkflied, and irreproachable with .ny crimes, I have yet a great many more reafons not o defilt from my fentiment, or depart from my refolu- ion. What, fon, replied Fatima, have you then more eafons after thofe you have already brought ? 1 do notj loubt but that I {hall find wherewithal to anfwer them, md ftop your mouth in a word. Very well, Madam, replied tne prince, and perhaps I may find wherewithal to reply to your anfwer. I mean, fon, faid Fatima, that it is eafy for a prince, who has had the misfortune to marry luch a wife as you defcnbe, to get rid of her, and take fuch care that Hie may not prejudice his eftate. Ah ! but Madam, replied the prince, you do not con- fider .vhat a mortification it would be to a perfon of fo great qudity to be 01 liged to come to an extremity of that nature. Would it not have been bettfs*.think, you, and much more for his honour and quiet, that he nad never run fuch a rilk ? But, fon, faid Fatima once more, after the manner you underftand things, I apprehend you have a mind to be the laft king of your race, who have neverthelefs reigned fo long and glorioufly in the ifles of the Chil- dren of Khaledan. Madam, replied the prince, for my part, I do not defire to fuivive the king, my father; and if 1 Ihould die before him, it would be no great matter of wonder, fince fo many children have died before their j parents: But as for my leaving no fucceflbr, I am of opinion it is much better to be the laft of one’s race, than father to a bad prince, or huiband to a bad wife. 
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From that time Fatima had frequent conferences wii her fon, the prince, on the fame fubjedl; and the omitt( no opportunity or argument to endeavour rooting ot his averfion to the fair fex; but he eluded all her re; fonings by fuch as the could not well anfwer, and i continued in the fame mind. The year ran out, and, to the great regret of the ful tan, Prince Camaralzaman gave not the leaft proof c having changed his fentiments. So one day, when ther was a great council held, the prime vifier, the other vi; tiers, the principal officers of the crown, and the gene rals of the army being prefent, the fultan began to fpeal thus to the prince : Son, it is now a long while fince have eameftly delired to fee you married, and I ima gined you would have had more complaifance for a fa ther, who required nothing unreafonable of you, tharj to oppofe him fo long: But after fo great refiftance on| your part, which has almoft worn out my patience, ]| have thought fit to propofe the fame thing once more| to you in the prefence of niycouncil. Now, I would haven you to confider, that the favour I defire is not only to* oblige me, but to comply with the earnelt requeft of the5 

eftates of my dominions, who, for the common good of us all, in conjundtion with me, require it of you ; De-1 clare then, before thefe lords prefent, whether you will'' marry or not; that according to your anfwer I may pro ceed, and take thofe meafures which I ought. The: 

prince anfwered with fi> little temper, or rather with foj much heat, that the fultan, enraged to fee himfelf af-i fronted in full council, cried out, How, unnatural fon, have you the infolence to talk thus to your father and fultan ? Ho ! Guards, take him away. At which words, he was feized by the eunuchs, and carried to an old tower, that had nobody in it for a long while ; where he was ihut up, with only a bed, a few moveables, fame books, and one Have only to attend him. Catnaralzaman, thus deprived of liberty, was never- thelefs pleafed that he had the freedom to converfe with books, and that made him look on his confinement 
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ith fome indifference. In the evening, he bathed and id lis prayers ; and after having read fome chapters the Alcoran, with the fame tranquillity of mind as if : had been in the fultan’s palace, he undreffed himfelf, id went to bed, leaving the lamp burning by him all ic while he flept. In this tower was a well, which ferved for a retreat > a certain fairy, namedMaimoune, daughter of Darn- el, king or head of a legion of genies. It was about lidnight when this Maimoune came forth filently, to 'ander about the world after Ijer wonted cuftom ; She ras furprifed to fee alight in Prince Camaralzaman’s hamber. She entered there, and without flopping at the ave who hy at the door, approached the bed, whofe ragnificence, though very gieat, fhe did not fo much ,'onder at, as that there fhould be a man in it. Prince Camaralzaman had but half covered his face idth the bed clothes, by which Maimoune could per- eive he was the fined young man (he had feen in all ,er rambles through the world. What beauty, or ra- her what prodigy of beauty, faid (lie within berfelf, lull this youth appear, when his fo well formed eye- ids (hall be open ? What crime can he have committed, o deferve being treated thus rigoroufiy ? She could not brbear admiring the prince, till at length, having killed urn gently on both cheeks, and in the middle of the brehead, without waking him, (he laid the bed-clothes n the order they were in before, and took her flight in- o the air. As (he mounted to the middle region, (he icard a great clapping of wings, which made her fly to- wards that fide ; and when (he approached,‘(he faw the {enie that made the noife, but it was one of thofe that ire rebellious to God. As for Maimoune, (be belonged :o that clafs whom the great Solomon forced to con- form. __ This genie, whofe name was Danhafch, and fon of Schamhourafch, knew Maimoune, but did not dare to take notice of her, in that he was fenfible how much power fhe had over him, by her fubmiflion to the Al» 
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mighty. He would fain have avoided her, but fhe wi i fo near him, he muft either fight or yield. Brave Maiirtoune, faid Danhafch, in the tone of a fuj i plicant, fwear to me, in the name of the great Powe > that you will not hurt me ; and I fwear alfo on my par t not to do you any harm. Curfed genie, replied Maimoune, what hurt cani thou do me I fear thee not; but as thou haft defirei this favour of me, I will fwear not to do thee any harm Tell me then, wandering fpirit, whence thou comeft what thou haft feen, s.nd what mifchief thou haft doni this night? Fair lady, anfwered Danhafch, you'mee me in a good time to hear fomething that is very won derful. 

The H'tjlory o/#/k Princess o/China. 
I am come from the utmoft limits of China, whid look on the laft ({lands of this hemifphere. But charm ing Maimoune, faid Danhafch, who trembled at th< fight of this fairy, infomuch that he could hardly fpeak promife me at leaft you will forgive me, and let me gc on in my way after 1 have fatisfied your demands. Gt on, go on, curfed fpirit, replied Maimoune, go on, and fear nothing. Doft thou think I am as perfidious an el: as thyfelf, and that I am capable of breaking the fe- rious oath I have made ? No, you may depend on mjfi promife, but he fure you tell nothing but what is truej or I {hall clip your wings, anti treat you as you deferve! Danhafch, a little heartened at the words of Mai, moune, faid, My dear lady, 1 will tell you nothing but what is exceedingly true, if you will have but the good- nefs to hear n e. You muft know then, the country o^ China, from whence 1 am t ome, is one of the largeft anct moft powerful kingdoms of the earth, on which de-| pend the utmoft iflands of this hemifphere, as I have' already told you. The king of this country is at pre-' lent Gaiour. who has a daughter the fineft woman ever] the fun faw. Neither you nor I, nor your clafs nor' mine, nor all mankind together, have expreflionsj 
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lively enough to give a fufficient defcription of this bright lady : Her hair is brown, and of fo great a length that it reaches far below her feet: Her forehead is as fmooth as the heft polilhed mirror, and of ad- mirable fymmetry : Her eyes are black, fparkling, and full of fire : Her note is neither too long nor too Hiort; and her mouth fmall and Vermillion ; He. teeth are like two rows of pearls, and furpafs the fined of that fort for whitenefs: When fhe moves her tongue, fhe forms a fweet and moft agreeable voice; and exprefies herfelf in fuch proper terms, as fuffiei«_..tly vindicate the viva- city of her wit: The whiteft marble or alabafter is not fairer than her neck. In a word, by this perfedt iketch, you may guefs there is no beauty like to excel her in the world. Any one that did not know the king, or father of this incomparable princefs, would be apt to imagine, from the great refpedt and kindnefs he fhows her, that he was in love with his daughter. Never did lover do more for a miftrefs, the moft endearing, than he has been feen to do for her. Jn a word, never was jealoufy more watchful over one than he is over her; and to the end her retreat, which he has refolved on, may not feem irkfome to her, he has built feven palaces for her, the moft uncommon and magnificent that ever were known. The firft palace is of rock cryftal, the fecond of brafs, the third of fine ftcel, the fourth of ano- ther fort of brafs, more valuable than the foregoing, the fifth of touchftone, the fixth of filver, and the fe- venth of mafiy gold. He has furnifhed^ thefe p daces moft fumptuoully, and after a moft unheard-ot man- ner, with a matter not much unlike that they are built of. He has filled the gardens with parterres of grafs and flowers, intermixed with all manner of water- works, fuch asjets d’eau, canals, cafcades, and the like. Then you have great groves of trees, where the eye is loft in profp'edt, and the fun never enters. King Gaiour, in a word, has made it appear that his paternal love ex- ! ceeds all thofe of any other kind whatfoever. Now, upon the fame of this incomparable princefe’s VOL. u. r. 
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beauty, the moft powerful neighbouring kings fent; their ambnfladors to requeft her in marriage. The king of China received them all in a moft obli- ging manner; but as he refolved not to marry his daughter without her content, fo. as fhe did not like- any of them, they were forced to return as they came,' after having received great honours and civilities. i Sir, laid the princefs to the king her fathei, you have .1 a mind to marry me, and think to oblige me by it; but where fhall I find fuch ftately palaces and delicious gardens as I have with your majefty i Under your good pleafure 1 am unconftrained in all things, and have the j fame honours done me that are paid to your own per- . fon. Thefe are advantages 1 cannot expedt to find any j where elfe, to whatfoeverhulband Ifhould give myfelf; men love ever to be mafters, and 1 do not care to be Commanded. After divers more embaffies on the fame occafion, * there came one from the moft rich and potent king that j bad hitherto fent. This prince the king of China re- ’ commended to h>s daughter, as a buiband both advan- ^ tageons and proper for her: Yet him the refufed for j the fame reafons as before ; and begged of her father to ! difpenfe with her on that account. He prefied her to ! 

hearken to him ; but inftead of complying, the loft all i the refpedt and duty that was due to him Sir, faid (he, - in a great rage, trouble me no more with any talk of j marriage, unlefs you would have me bury this poignard i into my bofom to deliver myfelf from your importu- j nities. The king at this, being greatly enraged, find, in \ a mighty patfion, Daughter, you are mad, and I muft i ufe you as fuch ; in a word, he had her fhut up in a j certain apartment of one of the feven palaces, and al- lowed her only ten old women to wait upon her, and 1 keep her company, the chief whereof had been her nurfe. And to the end that the kings who had fent ; embafties to him on this account might not think any j mote of her, he difpatched envoys to them feverally, to let them know how averfe his daughter was to mar- 
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riage; and as he did not doubt but (he was really mad, he gave them in charge to make known in every court, that if there were any phyfician that would undertake to come to cure her, he (houid, if he fucceeded, have her for his pains. Fair Maimoune, faid Danhafch, all is true that I have told you ; and I, for my part, have not failed to go every day regularly to contemplate this incom- parable beauty, whom I (houid be very far from doing any harm to, notwithftanding my natural bent that way. Now, I would have you go and fee her, conti- nued he; 1 wiii affure you it would be worth your while, and do not doubt but you would think yourfelf obliged to me for the fight, when you come to find I am no liar; I am ready to wait on you as a guide, and you may command me as foon as you pleafe. Inftead of anfwering Danhafch, Maimoune burft out into a violent laughter, which lafted forfome time ; and Danhafch, not knowing what might be the occafion of it, was not a little aftomfhed. When (he had laughed her laugh out, (he cried. Good, good, very good, you would have me then believe all you have told me ; I thought you defigned to entertain me with fomething furpnfing and extraordinary, and you have bee talk- ing all this while of a driveller. Ah ! fye, fye, what would you fay if you had feen the fine prince that I am juft come from feeing, and whom 1 love with a pafliun equal to his defer! ? I am confident you would foon give up the bell, and not compare yours with my . choice. Agreeable Maimoune, replied Danhafch, may I prefume to afk you how this prince is called ? Know, anfxered Maimoune, be has had an accident happened to him much like that of your princefs. The king, his father, would needs have married him againft his will; but after many importunities, he frankly told the old gentleman, he would have nothing to do with a wife: This occafioned him to be confined in an old tower where I make my refidence, and whence I came but juft now from admiring him. 
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I will not abfolutely contradict you, my pretty lady, replied Danhafch, but you mult give me leave to be of opinion, till I have-feen the prince, that no mortal upon earth can come near the beauty of my princefs. Hold thy tongue, curfed fpirit, replied Maimoune, I tell thee once more, that can never be. 1 will not contend with you, f id Danhafch, but the way to be convinced is to accept of the proffer I make you to go and fee my princefs, and after that I will go with you to your prince. There is no need I (hould take fuch pains, re- plied Maimoune, there is another way to fatisfy us both, and that is, for you to bring your princefs, and place her at the prince’s bed fide ; by this means, it will be eafy for us to compare them together, and fee whn h is the han.ifomeft. Danhafch confented to what Maimoune had propofed, and was refolved to fet out immediately for China upon that errand; but Mai • moune drew him afide, and told him, fire muft firft fhow him where the place was whither he was to bring the princefs. They flew together to the tower, and when Maimoune had Ihown whither he was to come, fixe cried, Go now, fetch your princefs, and do it quick- ly, for you flrall find me here. Danhafch left Maimoune, and flew towards China, whence be foon returned with incredible fpeed, bring- ing the fair princefs along with him aflecp. Maimoune received h m. and introduced him into the chamber of the Prince Camaralzaman, where they together placed the princefs by the prince’s fide. When the prince and the princefr were thus laid to- gether, all the while afleep, there arofe a great conteft between the genie and the fairy, about the preference of their beauty. They were fome time admiring and comparing them, but at length Danhafch broke filence, and laid to Miymoune, You fee, and I have already told you, my princefs was handfomer than your prince ; now 1 hope you are convinced of it. How convinced of it, replied Maimoune, I am not convinced of it; and you muft be blind If you cannot fee that my prince ha3 
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the better of the comparifon. The piincefs is fair, I do not deny it; but if you compare them together with, out prejudice, you will quickly fee the difference. Though I thould compare them never fo often, faid Danhafch, I could never change my opinion. I faw what I fee now at firft fight, and time will not be able to make me fee more : However, this (hall not hinder my yielding to you, charming Maimoune, if you dcfire it. Would I have you yield to me as a favour 1 I fcorn it, faid Maimoune, I would not receive a favour at fuch a wicked genie’s hands; I refer the matter to an arbitrator, and, if you will not confent, 1 fhatl get the better by your refufal. Danhafch, who ever had a great deal of complaifance for Maimoune, immediately gave his confent, which he had no fooner done, but Maimoune ilamping with her foot, the earth opened, and out came a hideous, hump-backed, blind, and lame genie, with fix horns oo his head, and claws on his hands and feet: As foon as he was come out, and the earth had clofed up, he, per- ceiving Maimoune, caft himfelf at her feet, and then, rifing up on one knee, afked what (he would pic fe to have with him i Rife, Cafcheafch, faid Maimoune, I caufed you to come hither to determine a difference between me and that curfed Danhafch there. Look on that bed, and tell me, without partiality, which is the handfomeft of thofe two that lie there afieep, the young man, or the young lady? Cafcheafch looked on the prince and princefs with great attention, admiration, and furprife; and after he had confidered them a good while, without being able to determine whether was the handfomer, he turned to Maimoune, and laid, Ma- dam, I muft needs confefs I fhould deceive you, and betray myfelf, if I pretended to fay one was a whit handfomtr than the other: The more I examine them, the more it feems to me each poffeffes, in a fovereign degree, the beauty which is betwixt them ; and if one has not the leaft defedt, how can the other have any ad- vantage ? But if either has any thing amifs, it will be R 3 
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better difcovered when they are awake than now when they are afleep. Let them then be awaked, one after another; and that perfon who fliall expreft moft love for the other by ardour, eapernefs, and paffion, (hall be deemed to have leaft beauty. This propofal of Crfcheafch’s pleafed equally both , Maimoune and Danhafch. Maimoune then changed j herfelf into a flea, and leaped on the prince’s neck, 3 where ihe flung him fo fmartly that he awoke, and put up his hand to the place ; but Maimoune Ikipped away i as foon as (he had done, and refumed her priltine form, i which, like thofe of the two genies, was invifible, the ! 

better to obferve what he would do. In drawing back his hand, the prince chanced to let | it fall on that of the princefs of China. He opened his eyes, and was exceedingly furprifed to find a lady lying j by him ; nay, a lady of the greateft beauty. He raifed i his head, and leaned on his elbow, the better to confi- | der her. Her blooming youth, and incomparable beau- 1 ty, fired him in a moment; of which flame he had never f yet been fenfible, and from which he had even hitherto i guarded himfelf with the greateft application. Love feized on his heart in the moft lively manner, ] infotnuch that he coujd not help crying out, What | beauty is this ? What charms ? O my heart! O my f foul! In faying which he kilfed her forehead, both her cheeks, and her mouth, with fo little caution, that Ihe : had certainly been awaked by it, had not ihe flept , founder than ordinary, through the enchantment of ‘ Danhafch. How, my pretty lady, faid the prince, do you not awake at thefe teftimonies of love given you by Prince Camaralzaman ? whofoever you are, I would have you to know he is not unwortoy of your affection. He was going to awake her at that inltant, but refrained him- felf all of a fudden. Is not this file, faid he, that the fultan, my father, would have had me marry i He was in the wrong not to let me fee her fooner. Had he fo done, I fliould not have offended him by my dilbbe* 
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Hence, nor would he have had any occafion to ufe me is he has done. The prince began to repent fincerely of the fault he »ad committed, and was once more upon the point of waking the princefs of China. It may be, faid he within himfclf, the fultan my frther has a mind to fur- arife me, and has fent this young lady to try if I had •eally that averlion for marriage which I pretended. Who knows, but having thus laid her in the way, he is tiid behind the hangings, to take an opportunity to ap- pear and make me aihamed of my diflimuL'.tion ? This fecond crime would be yet much greater than my firft. Upon the whole matter, I will content myfelf with this ring, which will at any time create in me a remem- brance of this dear lady. . He then gently drew off a fine ring the princefs had on her finger, and immediately put on one of his own in the place. After this, he turned his back, and was not long before he fell into a profounder lleep than be- fore, through the enchantment of the genies. As foon as Prince Camar dzaman was found allcep, Danhafch transformed himfclf into a flea likewife in his turn, and went and bit the princefs fo rudely on the lower lip, that fhe forthwith awoke, ftarted, and clap- ped herfelf upon her breech, and, opening her eyes, was not a iittle furprifed to fee a man lying by her. From furprife Ihe proceeded to admiration, and from admira- tion to a real joy, which Ihe conceived at finding him fo beautiful and young. What! cried Ihe, is it you the king, my father, has defigned me for a hulband ? I am indeed moft unfor- tunate for not knowing it before, for then I fhould not have put my lord and father in a rage, nor been fo long deprived of a hulband whom I cannot forbear loving with all my heart. Wake then, wake my dear love ! proceeded lire, for it does not fure become a man that is married to fleep fo foundly the firft night of his nup- itials/i So faying, the took Prince Carruralzamm by the *rm, and fhook him fo violently as had been enough ta 
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have awaked the profoundeft fleeper, had not Maf- moune at that inftant increafed his fleep, and augment- ed lua enchantment. She renewed this (baking fcveral times, and finding it did not awake him, (he cried out. What is come to thee, my dear ? what jealous rival^ envying thy happinefe and mine, has had recourfe to iri^gic, to throw thee into this profound and infur- mountable drowlinefs, from whence I think thou wilt never recover ? Then (lie fnatched his hand, and killing it eagerly, perceived he had a ring upim his finger which greatly refembled her’s, and which (lie found to be her own. Sofoon as (he law (he had another up-i on her finger inftead of it, (lie could not comprehend'; how this exchange could be made ; but yet (he did noti doubt but it was a certain token of their marriage. At j length, beir_g tired with herfruitlefsendeavoursto awake 3 the prince, yet well allured he could not efcape her | when (lie awoke, Ihe (aid, Since I find it is not in my j power to awake thee, I will not trouble myftlf any far-1 ther about it, but bid thee good night, and fo compofe f myfelf to reft. At thefe words, after having given him ;; a heaity kifs on the cheeks and lips, Ihe turned her back, j and went again to reft. When Maimoune faw that Ihe could not fpeak with- \ out fear of awaking the princefs, (he cried to Danhafch, j Ah, cui fed genie ! doft thou not now fee what thy con- teft is come to ? Art thou not now convinced how , much thy princefs is inferior to my prince in charms ? At this flie turned to Cafcheafch,and after having thank- ed him for histrouble.bid him, in conjunftion with Dan- hafch, take the princefs, and convey her back again to her bed, from whence he had taken her. Danhafch and CafcheTch did as they were commanded, and Mai- mou c retired to her well. Prince Camiralzaman waking next morning, looked to fie if the ia iy was by him whom he had feen the night before ; but when he found ihe was gone, he cried out, 1 thought indeed this was a trick the king my fa- ther defigned to play me. I am obliged to him for the 
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ivour, yet have fairly efcaped his trap. Then he waked the (lave, who was ftill aileep, and bid him ome and drefs him. The flave brought a baton of uater, and after he had walhed and faid his prayers, he ook a book, and fell a-reading. After thole ordinary exercifes, he called the Have, nd faid to him, Come hither, and look you do not tell ae a lie. How came the lady hither who lay with me o-night, and who brought her ? My lord, anfwered the Have with great aftonilhment, know not what lady your highnefs fpeaks of. I peak, fud the prince, of her that came hither and lay vith me to night, or rather, that was brought for that mrpofe. My lord, replied the Have, I know no fuch ady, and if there were any fuch, how (hould (he come n without my knowledge, fince I lay at the door i Are you in the contrivance then, villain, replied the >rince. Slave, you lie, for there was a lady here. In iying theft words, he gave him a box on the ear, pulh- :d him along upon the ground, and then llamped up- >n him for fume time, till at length taking the well- ope, and tying it under his arms, he plunged him fe- reral times into the water. I will drown thee, wretch, iricd he, if thou doft not tell me fpeedily who this lady vas, and who brought her. " The flave, half dead, faid within himfelf, Doubtlefs ny lord the prince muft have loft his fenfes through pief, and I lhall not know how to efcape being mur- lered by him if I do not tell him a lie. My lord, then :ried he, in an humble and fuppliant tone, 1 befeech four highnefs to fpare my life, and I will tell you how :he matter is. Then the prince drew the flave up, and prefled him :o begin. As foon as he was out of the well, My lord, aid he trembling, your highnefs may perceive it is not proper for me to relate any thing to you in this con- lition ; I beg you to give me leave to go and change !»y clothes, and 1 will fatisfy you all I am able. Do it ;hen quickly, faid the prince, and be fure you conceal 
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nothing; for if you do, you muft expedt the worft o ufage. i The flave, being at liberty, went out, and having lock cd the door upon the prince, ran to the palace in th< pickle he was in. The king was at that time in di$ coutfe with his prime vifier, to whom he had juft related the agonies he had undergone that night on account o his fon’s difobedience. The wife minifter endeavoured to comfort his matter by telling him he did not doubt but the prince woulc foon be reduced to obedience. Sir, faid he, your mal jetty need not repent of having ufed your fon after this rate ; I dare promife it will contribute towards reclaim^] ing him. Have but patience to let him continue a whild in prifon, and no doubt his heat of youth will abate, and he will fubmit entirely to your pleaf'ure. The grand vifier had juft made an end of fpeakingj when the flave came in and caft himftlf at King Schach-j zaman’s feet. My lord, faid he, I am very forry to bd the meffenger of ill news to your majefty, which & know muft create you frefh jffliftion My lord, thejj prince is diftraded ; he fancies a fine lady has lain with! him all night, and has ufed me thus ill for queftioning] it. Then he proceeded to tell all the particulars of whatj Prince Camaralzamar. had faid to him The king, who did not exped to hear any thing of this kind, faid to the prime minifter. Now you fee howij much you are miftaken iu the remedy of a prifon. Thisj is very diffei ent from what hopes you gave me juft now :j Run immediately and fee what is the matter, and come] and give me a fpeedy account. The grand vdier obeyed, and coming into thei prince’s chamber, he found him fitting on his bed in- good temper, and with a book in his hand, which he was reading. After mutual falutations, the vifier fat down by him, and faid, My lord, I would willingly have a flave of' your’s puniflred, who has come to fright the king your 
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ather with news that has put him under great dif- urbance. What news is that, replied the prince, that could give ay father fo great unealinefs ? I have much greater aufe to complain of that (lave. My lord, anfweted the vifier, God forbid that the iews fliould be true which he has told your father oncerning you, and which indeed I myfelf find to be alfe, by the good temper 1 obferve you in, and which pray God to continue. It may be, replied the prince, e did not make himfelf Well underttood ; But fince you re come, who ought to know fomething of the matter, ive me leave to alk you, who was that lady that lay rith me laft night ? The grand vifier was almoft (truck dumb at this de- land ! however, he recovered himl'elf, and faid, My ord, be not furprifed at the confufion I was under up- in your queftion. Is it poffible, think you, my lord, ny lady or other perfon in the world fliould penetrate ly night into this palace, without entering at the door, nd walking over the belly of your (lave ? I befeech. ou, my lord, recolledt yourfelf, and you will find this »only a dream which has made this impreffion on you. 1 give no ear to what you fay, faid the prince in an ngry and high tone, I muft know of you abfolutely rhat is become of this lady; and if you fcruple to bey me, 1 am in a place where I (hall foon be able to orce you to tell me. At thefe fiern words, the grand vifier began to be un- ler greater confufion than before, and was thinking how 0 get away the beft he could. He endeavoured to tacify the prince by good words, and begged of him, 1 the molt humble manner, to tell him if he had feen his lady ? Yes, yes, anfwered the prince, I have feen her, and uii very well fatisfied you tent her to tempt me. She ilayed the part you had given her admirably well, or I could not get a word out of her. She pretended to ic alleep, but 1 was no fooner got into a Dumber than 
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fhe rofe and left me. You know all this as well as Ij for I do not doubt but (he has been to make her re port of her dexterity. My lord, replied the vifier, I fwear to your highnd nothing of this has been adted which you feem to re proach me with ; and I vow, by the head of our grea prophet, neither your father, nor I, have fentthis lad' you fpeak of, if I may believe my royal matter’s protel tations; and fure I am, I can anfwer for myfelf: I ani confident we never had either of us any fuch thought permit me therefore to remember your highnefs one more this mutt needs be a dream. What! do you come to affront and contradidt mej faid the prince, in a great rage, and to tell me to my face, that what I have told you is a dream ? Y> u are ar unbelieving varlet, cried he, and at the fame time took him by the beard, and loaded him with fo many thumps that he was hardly able to ftand under them. The poor grand vifier endured patiently all the brunl of his lord’s indignation, and could not help faying within himfelf. Now am I even in as bad a conditior as the (lave, and ftiall think myfelf happy, if I can, lik« him, efcape from any farther danger. In the midlt ol the blows that were given him, he cried out but for s moment’s audience, which the prince, after he had neai tired himfelf with banging him.confented to give him. I own, my lord, faid the grand vifier, diflembling, there is fomething in w>h it your highnefs fufpeds; bid you cannot be ignorant under what neceflity a mini< tier is to obey his royal matter’s orders : Yet if yout highnefs will be but pleafed to fet me at liberty, I will go and tell him any thing on your part that you (hall think fit to command me. Go then, faid the prince, and tell him from me, if he pleafes, 1 will marry thd lady he ferit me, or rather, that was brought me laflj night. Do this quickly, nd bring me a fpeedy an-( fwer. The grand vifier made a profound reverence, and went away, not thinking himfeif altogether fafe. 
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fil he had got out of the tower, and (hut the door upon :he prince. He came and prefented himfelf before Sultan Schah- iaman, with a counter ance that fufficiently fhowed he ud been ill ufed. Well, faid the king, in what condi- ion did you find my fon ? Sir, anfwered the vifier, what the O we reported to your m .jdty is but too true. He then began to rel te what interview he had had with Camaralzaman, how he was in a paflfion upon his endeavouring to perfuade him it vvasimpoflibleany lady [hould get in to him, how he had ufed him very feurvily. Hid by what means he made his efcape. »’ Schachzaman, with fo much the more concern, as be loved the prince with an exceflive tendernefs, refolved to find out the truth of this matter, and therefore pro- pofed to go and fee his fon in the tower himfelf, ac- companied with the grand vifier. Prince Camaralzaman received the king, his father, in the tower with great refpedt. The king fat down, *nd made his fon, the prince, fit down by him, putting feveral quettions to him, which he anfwered with a great deal of good fenfe. As they talked, the king every now and then looked on the grand vifier, being as much • as to fay, he did not find his fon had loft his wits, but rather thought he had loft his. The king at length fpokeof the lady to his fon. Son, faid he, I delire you to tell me what lady that was that lay with you the other night, as I have been told. Sir, anfwered Camaralzaman, I beg of your majefty not to give me any more dillurbance on that head, but rather to oblige me fo far as to let me have her in mar- riage. Whatever averfion I may formerly have difeo- vered for women, this young lady has charmed me to that degree that I cannot help betraying my weaknefs. I am ready to receive her at your majefty’s hands with all the acknowledgements imaginable. “ King Schahzaman was furpriftd at this anfwer of the prince’s, fo remote, as he thought, from the good Jenfe he had found in him before; therefore faid to VOL. II. S 
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him, Son, you put me under the greatefi: confternatior imaginable, by what you now fay to me : I fwear to yoi by my crown, that is to devolve upon you after me, 1 know not one word of what you mention about th< lady ; and if there has any fuch come to you, it was altogether without my knowledge or privity. Bui how could Ihe get into this tower without my con. fent ? For whatever my grand vifier told you, it wai only to appeafe you that he faid it: It muft therefore he a pure dream, and I beg of you not to believe anyi thing to the contrary. Sir, replied the prince, I fliould be for ever urworthyj of the good will of your majefty, if I did not give entire- credit to what you are pleafed to fay. But I humbly,i befeech you at the fame time to give ear to what I fhalll fay to you, and then to judge whether what I have the; honour to tell you be a dream or not. Then Prince Camaralzaman related to the king, hisi father, after what manner he had been awaked, exagge-l rating the beauty and charms of the lady he found by, his fide, the love he had for her at firft fight, and the; psins he took to awake her without effedt. He did! not conceal what had obliged him to awake and falf afleep again ; after he had made the exchange of hisi ring with that of the lady: Showing the king the ring,( he added, Sir, your majefty muft needs know my ring; very well, and you fee I have it not on my finger, but another of a woman’s inftead of it. From this proof,! therefore, ,1 hope you will be pleafed to be convinced that I have not loft my fenfes, as you have been almoft made to believe I had. King Schahzaman was fo perfedlly convinced of the j truth his fon had been telling him, that he bad rot a, word to fay, repiaining aftoniftied for feme time, and* not being able to utter a fyllable. The prince took advantage of this opportunity, and' faid farther, May it pleafe your majefty, the paffion I. have conceived for this charming lady, whofe precious jpiage I bear continually in ipy mind, is fo very great, 
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cannot live unlefs your msjefty procures me the hap- »inefs of enjoying her, which I know you can Well do, s not being ignorant who the is. . Son, replied the king, after what I have juft heard, nd what 1 fee by the ring on your finger, I cannot loubt but your paffion is real for this lady, and would o God I knew who fhe was, and I would make you lappy from this moment. But what means have 1 to :ome at the knowledge of her? Where lhall 1 find her, md how feek for her ? How could Ihe get in here, and >y what conveyance, without my content ? Why did he come to fleep, only to inflame you with her beauty, md then leave you, while you were in a (lumber ? Thefe things, I muft confefs, are palt my finding out : A.nd if Heaven is not fo favourable as to give fome light nto them, we, I fear, muft both go down to the g. ave mgether. Come then, my fon, continued he, let us go and afflidt ourfelves in conjunction ; you for the hopes you have loft, and I for feeing you grieve, and not be* ng in a capacity to remedy your afflidtion. King Schahzsman then led his fon out of the tower," and conveyed him to the palace, where he was no [boner arrived, but he fell lick, and took to his bed, which made the king (hut himfelf up with h m, and grieve fo bitterly, that he was not in a condition to take- my cognizance of the affairs of his kingdom. The prime minifter, who was the only perfon that had any admittance to him, came one day and told him, the whole court, and even the people, began to mur- mur at their not feeing him, and that he did not admi* nifterjuftice every day as he was wont to do before this accident happened, which, he faid, he knew not what diforders it might occafion. I humbly beg your majefty, therefore, to take fome notice of what 1 hum- bly reprefent to you ; I am fenfible your majelty’a company is a great ccgufort to the prince in his con- dition, and that his isuo lefs afluaging to your grief, but then you muft not run the rifk of letting all be loft. I lliould think it were proper to be propofed to s i 
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your majefty that you would be pleafed to fufferyour- felf to be traufpo ted to a caftle you have in a little ■ ifland over agai ft the port, where you may give audi- enre to your fubjeets twice a-week ; and where, during J' that fundtion, the prince will be fo agreeably amufed “ ^ith the beauty, profpedt, and good air of the places that he will be likely to bear your abfcnce with the lefa J* concern. King Schahzaman approved this propofal; and after “> the caftle, where he had not refided for fome time, had been new furnifhed, he caufed himfelf to be tranfported thither with the prince; where, excepting the times that; he gave audience, as aforefaid, he pafled all his hours on; his foa’s pillow, fometimes endeavouring to comfort) 4 

him, but oftener affiiifting himfelf with him. Whilft matters paffed thus in the capital of King.!L 

Sch rhzaman, the t\vo genics, Danhafch and Cafcheafch<: * had c rried the princefs of China back to the palace where the king, her father, had (hut her up, and laid her i.i her bed as before. # Wheii (lie awaked next morning, and found, by look-^ ing to the right and to the left, that Prince Camaralza-' man was not by her, (he cried out with fuch a voice to . her old women as footi made them come to fee what ! 

fhe wanted. Her nurfe, who prefented herfelf firft, de- fired to be informed what her highnefs w ould pleafe to1! have, and what had happened to her, that occafioned J her to call out fo earneftly. Tell me, faid the princefs, what has become of the young man that has lain with me to night, and whom I love with all my foul ? Madam, replied the nurfe, we know of no fuch perfon, and cannot pretend to under- ( (land your highnefs, unlefs you w ill be pleafed to explain ‘ yourfelf. How do you mean? Explain my felf! quoth the 1 

princefs. V\hy I had a lovely ajsjd moft amiable young ’ m?n that flept with me laft nigi,.,v-n'hom, though I ca- reffed newer fo much, 1 could npt avyake; 1 only a(K you where he is ? 
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Madam, anfwered the nurfe, is ittojeft and impofe ipon us, that your highi.efs aiks us thd'e queftions ? I >cfeech your highnefs you would pleafe to rife, and you hall be fatisfied in all things we are capable of fatisfy- ng you in. I am in earneft then, faid the princefs, and mult know where this young man is. Madam, infift- ;d the nurfe, you were alone when you went to bed laft: light; and, how any man could come to you without iur knowledge, I cannot imagine, for we all lay about he door of your chamber, which was locked, and I had die key in my pocket. At this the princefs loft all patience, and catching ler nuife by the hair of the head, and giving her two >r three found cuffs, fhe cried, you fhall tell me where :his young man is, old forcerefs, or I will heat your jraius out. The nurfe ftruggled all fhe could to get from her, and it laft fhe fucceeded ; when fhe went immediately, with tears in her eyes, and her face all bloody, to complain to the queen her mother, who was not a little furpi ifed to fee the old woman in this condition. Madam, began the nurfe, you fee what a condition the princefs has put me in ; fhe had certainly murdered me, if 1 had not had the good fortune to efcape out of her hands. But for what, good nurfe ? replied the queen. What occafion did you give my daughter to ufe you fo ill ? I gave her none, Madam, anfwered the nurfe; and fo began to tell what had been the caufe of all that paflion and rage in the priucefs. The queea was mightily furprifed to hear it, and could not guefs how fhe came to be fo infatuated as to take that for a reality which could be no other than a dream. Your majefty muft conclude from all this, Madam, conti- tmued the nurfe, that my miftrefs, the princefs, is out of her fenfes. I would befeech your majefty therefore to go and fee her, and you will find what I fay to be but too true. The great love the queen bore the iprinqeli foon made her comply with the nurfe’s pro- s 3 
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pofal 5 fo together they went to the prfncefs’s palace that very moment. The queen of China fat down by her daughter’s bed-fide immediately upon her arrival in her apart- jnent; and after Die had ii formed herfelf about her health, began to ? fk her what had made her fo angryj with her nurfc, as to treat her after the manner the had done, which never great princefles had condefcendedl to do before ? Madam, replied the princefs, I plainly perceive your majefty is come to mock me, but 1 declare I will never let you reft until you cor.fent I ihall marry the young^ man that lay with me lait night. You muft needs know where he is; and therefore I beg of your majefty you would let him come to me again. Daughter, anfwertd the queen, you furprife me : I know nothing of what you talk of. Then the princefs loft all manner of refpedt for the queen, and replied in a great paflion. The king my father and you have^ ail along peifecuted me about marrying when 1 hadno< mind to it, and now I have a mind you would fain op^ pofe me; but 1 muft tell you. Madam, 1 will have this young man I fpoke of for my hulband, or 1 will kill! mylelf. Here the queen endeavoured to calm the princefs by^ foft words : Daughter, faid Ihe, you know well you are; alone in this apartment, how then could any mancome:i to you ? This muft be mere fancy or a dre m for—Here the princefs interrupted her, and was fo far trom heatk- eningtowhat (he faid, that (lie flew out into fuch extra-.; vagancies ■ s obliged the queen to leave her, and retire] in great affliction, to inform her lord in.what a condition1 

their daughter was. Ti e king hearing it, had a mind likewife to be fatis- fied in perfon ; and therefore coming to his daughter’s* apartment, demanded of her, if what he had juft heard? was true ? Sir, replied the princefs, let us talk no more 1 

pf that j I only btfeech your ma^efty to grant }ne the j 
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avour that I may marry the young cavalier I lay with aft night. \\ hit! Aid the king, has any ore lain with you laft right! How, Sir, replied the princeff, without giving :he king leave to go on, Do you alk me if any one lay with me laft night? Your majtfty knows that but too sreil. He was the fit eft and belt made cavalier the fun :ver faw ; 1 defire him of you for my hufband by all tneans, Sir, and I beg you would r ot r fufe me. Eut that your imjefty may no longer doubt whether I h ive fctn this cavalier, whether he has lain with me, whe- ther I have care fled' him, or whether I did not my ut- moft to awake him, without fucceeding, fee, if you pleafe, this ring. She then reached forth her hand, and fliowed the king a man’s ring on her finger. The king did not know what to make of all this ; but as he had confined her for mad, fo he new began to think her more mad than ever : Therefore, without faying any thing more to her, for fear file might do violence on herfelf, or fomebody elfe, he had her chained, and fliut up more clofe than ever, allowing her only the nurfe to wait on her, with a good guard at the door. The king, exceedingly concerned at this indifpolition of his daughter, fought all poflible means to get her cured. He aficmbled Lis council, and after having ac- quainted them with the condition fhe was in, he p of- fered any of them, that would undertake her cure, the fuccefiion to his kingdom after his death, if they fuc- ceeded in their attempt. The defire of enjoying a young princtfs, and the hopes of governing one day fo powerful a kingdom as that of Ctiina, had a ftrange effedt on an old emir, al? ready advanced in age, and who was then prefent iu council. As he was fkilful in m.<gic, he offered the king to cure his daughter, and flattered himfeff with ifuccefs. Very well, faid the king ; but I forgot to tell you one thing, and that is, that if you do not fucceed, you fiiall lofe your head. It would not be reafonable you fliould have fo great a reward, and yet run po rift; 
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on your part: And what I fay to you, continued the king, I fay to all others that ftiall come after you, to let them coniider beforehand what they undertake. j The emir, however, accepted the condition, and the king led him where the princefs was. She covered heil face as foon as (he faw them come in, and cried out<( Your majefty furprifes me, in bringing a man along) with you I do not know, and by whom my religion) forbids me to let my face be feen. Daughter, replied) the king, you need not be fcandalized, it is only one of my emirs that is come to demand you of me in mar-| riage. It is not, I perceive, he that you have already given me, replied the princefs, and your majefty mays reft affured I will never marry any other. j Now the emir expected the princefs would have faidj or done fome extravagant thing, and was not a little dif«j appointed when he heard her talk fo calmly and ra-j tionally ; for he then knew her difeafe was nothing butj a violent love paflion, which he was by no means able, to cure. He therefore threw himfelf at his majeftyV feet, and fdd, After what I have heard and obferved,; Sir, it will be to nd purpofe for me to think of curing the princtfs, fince I h ive no remedies proper for her malady; for which reafpn, I humbly fubmit my life tol your majeity’s pleafure. The king, enraged at his in-': capacity, and the trouble he had given him, caufedhim; immediatly to be beheaded. Some few days after, his majefty, unwilling to have it. faid that he had negledted his daughter’s cure, putj forth a proclamation in his capital city, importing, that ; if there were any phyfician, aftrologer, or magician,' who would undertake to reftore the princefs to her fenfes, he need only come and he (hould be employed,) provided be would be willing to lofe his head if he mif- carried. He had the fame thing publifhed in the other- principal cities and towns of his dominions, as like- i wife thofe of the neighbouring (fates. The firft that prefented himfeif was both an aftrolo- j gn aiijd magician, whom the king caufed to be coa- 
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□fled to the princefs’s prifon by an eunuch. The af- ologer, upon feeing his patient, drew forth, out of a ig he tad under his arm, an aftrolabe, a fmall fphere, chafing difh, feveral forts of drugs, proper for fumi- rtions, a brafs pot, with many other things, and defiled e might have a fire lighted. The princefs demanded what all thefe preparations 'ere for ? Madam, anfwered the eunuch, they are to sorcife the evil fpirit that pofTefles you, and afterwards > fhut him up in this pot, and throw him into the fea. Foolilh aftrologer, replied the princefs, I have no oc- afion for any of your preparations, but am in my per- :ct ftnfes, and it is you alone are mad. If your art can ring him I love to me, I fhall be obliged to you; other- dfe you may go about your bufinefs, for 1 have no- bing to do with you. Madam, faid the aftrologer, if our cafe be fo, 1 fhall defift from all my endeavours, iclieving the king your father can only remedy your ifafter in this particular ; So, putting up his trinkets gain, be marched away very much concerned that he ad fo eafily undertaken to cure an imaginary fick erfon. Coming to give an account to the king of what he ad done, he would not fuffer the eunuch to fpeak for im, but began thus himfelf; According to what your lajefty publifhed in your proclamation, and what you rere pleafed to confirm to me youifelf, I thought the •rincefs was diftradted, and therefore had provided all believed neceffary to reftore her to her fenfes, purfuant o the noftrums 1 have; but to my great amazement, vhen 1 came to behold her, I found fhe had no other lifeafe than that of love, over which the utmoft extre- nity of my art had no power: Your majefty may then >e p'eafed to confider that you alone are the phyfician an cure her, by giving her the petfon in marriage whom he defires. The king, upon hearing this, was very much ^nraged at the aftrologer, and had his head cut off upon he fpot, liow, not to fatigue your majefty with long repetu 
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tions, proceeded Scheherazade to the fultan, I will ac quaint you in a few words, that fo many aftrologers phyficians, magicians, and the like, came upon this aci count, that they in all amounted to about fifty, wh< neverthelefs all underwent the fame fate; and theii heads were fet upon poles on every gate of the city. ■ 
The Story of MarzAvan ; 'with the Sequel of that of tbt, Prince CamarALZAMAn. 

THE princefs of China’s nurfe, proceeded the fulta-, nefs, had a fon whofe name was Marzavan, and who had been fofter-brother to the princefs. Their friend-i ftiip was fo great during their childhood, that they calk ed each other brother and filter, which even continued fome time after their reparation. This Marzavan, among other ftudies, had from hia youth been much addidted to judicial aftrology, geoJ mancy, and the like fecret arts, wherein he became exJ ceeding Ikilful. Not content with what he had learnedi from mailers, he travelled, and there was hardly any! perfon of note in any fcience but he knew him, fo greats was his thirft after knowledge. After fcveral years abfence in foreign parts, on this account, he returned to the capital city of his native; country, China, where, feeing fo many heads on thq gate by which he entered, he was exceedingly furprifed; and, coming to his lodgings, demanded for what reafotv- they had been placed there; but more efpecially he in-| formed himfelf of the condition of the princefs, his fof-j ter-fifter, whom he had not forgot. As he could not be1 

made acquainted with the one, without having an ac-3 count of the other, he, for the prefent, fatisfied himfelfj with what he heard, until fuch time as he could learn- more from his mother, the princefs’s nurfe. Although the nurfe, mother to Marzavan, was very much employed about the princefs, yet Ihe no fooner heard her dear fon was returned, but Ihe found time to come and embrace, and itay with him a little. Having told him, with tears in her eyes, what a fad condition the 
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rincefs w as in, and for what reafon the king her father ad confined her, he defired to know of his mother if (he juld not procure him the fight of her royal miftrefs, •ithout the king’s knowing any thing of it. After fome aufe, (he told him (he could fay nothing to the mat- :r for the prefent; but if he would meet her next day, : the fame hour, (lie would give him her anfwer. Now, the nurfe knowing none could approach the rincefs but herfelf, without leave of the eunuch who ommanded the guard at the gate, (he addrefled herfelf > him, who (he believed was ignorant of what had for- rerly pafied at the court of China: You know, faid re, 1 have brought up and fuckled the princefs, and ray likewife have heard, that I had a daughter whom I rought up along with her. Now this daughter has een fince married, yet the princefs (till does her the onour to remember her, and would fain fee her, but re would do it without any body’s perceiving her co- ring in or out. The nurfe would have gone on, but the eunuch cried, lay no more, It is fufficient, I would do any thing to >blige the princefs ; do you go and fetch your daugh- pr, or fend for her about midnight, and the gate (hall e open to you. As foon as night came, the nurfe went to look for her on Marzavan, and having found him, drefied him fo ar- ificially in womens’ clothes, that nobody could know ie was a man. She carried him along with her; and he eunuch verily believing it was a worqan, admitted hem without any more ado. The nurfe, before (he thought fit to prefent Marza- an, went to the princefs, and faid. Madam, this is not , woman I have brought you, it is my fon, Marzavan, icwly arrived from his travels, who, having a great de- ire to kifs your hand, I hope your highnefs will admit um to that honour. I What! my brother Marzavan, faid the princefs, with 1 great deal of joy; come hither my dear, cried ihe, and 
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take off that veil; for it is not unreafbnable, fure, that -brother and a After fhould fee each other bare faced. Marzavan fainted her with profound refpedt, wh0 file, without giving him leave to fpeak, cried out, I at rejoiced to fee you returned in ^ood healttf, after fj many years abfence, and without fending the lealt a<^ count ail the while of your welfare to your good mother Madam, replied Marzavan, I am infinitely obliged t] your highnefs for your goodnefs in rejoicing at mi health ; I alfo no fooner landed in my native country but I inquired after yours, and heard what, to my greai affliction, 1 am nowwitnefs of; neverthelef's, I cannot bu! rejoice that I am come feafonably enough to bring you, highnefs that remedy for your cure which fo many otter1 

have failed of; and though 1 fhould reap no other frui of my long voyage, yet I fhould think myfelf conlideil ably recompenled for my great charge and hazard b] that one happinefs. Speaking thefe words, Marzavan drew forth a book and other things out of his pocket, which he judges neceffary to be ufed, according to the relation he na< had from his mother of the princefs’s diltemper. Thi princefs, feeing him make all thefe preparations, crier out, What! brother, art you then one of thofe that bej lieve me mad? Undeceive yourfclf, and heaiken to wha I lhall fay to you. The princefs then began to relate to Marzavan all th< particulars of her ftory, without omitting the leaft cir cumftance, even to the ring w: ich was exchanged fo! her’s, and which fhe (bowed him. I have not concealer the leaft matter from you, quoth fhe, yet it is true then is fomething that 1 cannot compiehend, which has gi ven occafion for fome peifons to thi. k me mad ; bill as for the reft, I affiire you it is literally as I tell you. i After the princefs had done fpe. kmg, Marzivanjj filled with wonder and aftonifhment, continued fonomq time with his eyes fixed on the ground without fpeakinj a word; but at length he found his tongue, and having lifted up his head, faid, If it be fo as your highnefs fays, 
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and which I do not in the lead doubt, I queftion not to procure you that fatisfadtion you defire ; but 1 muft firft intreat your highnefa to arm yourfelf with patience till fuch time as I Ihall return ; for I am refolved to fct out once more in queft of this perfon ; and at my coming back, you may txpedl to have him you love not far from you. So faying, Marzavan took leave of the prin- cefs, and fet out next morning on his intended voyage. He travelled from city to city, from province to pro- vince, and from idand to ifiand ; and in every place he paffed through, he-could hear of nothing but the Prin- Cefs Badoura (fo was the princefs of China’s name), and her hi dory. About four months after, our traveller arrived at Torf, a fea-port town, both great and populous, where he no more heard of the Princefs Badoura, but all the talk was of Prince Camaralzaman, who was fick, and whofe ludory was very like that of the princefs. Mar- zavan was extremely fond to hear this, and informed himfeif of the place where the prince was to be found, to which one might go either by feaand land, or by fea only ; which lad was the drorted way. Marzavan chofc the latter ; fo embarking on board a merchant fhip, he arrived fafe in fight of king Schahza- man’s capital; but entering the port, his ihip happened to drike againd a rock, whereby being foundered, it funk downright in fight of Prince Camaralzaman’s cadle* where were at that time the king and his grand vifier. Marzavan could fwim very well, therefore he imme- diately cad himfeif into the fea' upon the fhip’s finking, and got fafe on ihore under the' cadle, where he was foon relieved by the grand vifier’s order. After he had changed his clothes, and been well treated, he was in- troduced to the grand vifier,who had fent for him. Now, Marzavan being a young man of good addrefs, . and a good air, this mimder was very civil to him, ei- jpecially when he heard him give fdchjuft r d pertinent ianfwera to what was alked of him ; Pie alfo perceived, be was learned, therefore faid to him, Prom what I can you n. t 
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underftand, you have travelled a great way, and muft needs have acquired much knowledge ; but would to God you had learned any fecret for curing a certain malady which has greatly affli&ed this court for a long while. Marzavan replied. If he knew what malady that was, he might perhaps find a remedy for it. Then the grand vifier related to him the whole ftory of Ptince Camaralzaman, taking it from its origin, and concealed nothing of. his defired birth, his education, the inclination the king his father had to fee him early married, his averfion to marriage, his difobeying his fa- ther in full council, his imprifonment, his pretended ex- travagancies in prifon, which he faid were afterwards , changed into a violent paffion for a certain unknown lady, who,he pretended, had exchanged a ring with him, though for his part he verily believed there was no fuch perfon in the world. Marzavan gave great attention to all the grand vifier ] faid, and was infinitely rejoiced to find, that, by means of his ihipwreck, he had fo fortunately lighted on the ' perfon he was looking after. He faw no reafon to doubt i but Prince Camaralzaman was the man the princefs of China was in love with ; therefore, without difcovering : any thing farther to the vifier, he defired to fee him, j whereby he faid he might be better able to judge of his ' diftemper. Follow me then, faid the grand vifier, and . you will find the king with him, who has already defired j I fiiould introduce you to him. The firft thing thatftartled Marzavan at his entrance j into the prince’s chamber was, to find him upon his bed | languilhing, and with his eyes thut. Although he faw him in that condition, and although the king his father was fitting by him, he could not help crying out, Hea- vens ! was there ever a greater refemblance than this ? He meant in their faces; for it feems the princefs and prince were much a-like. Thefe words of Marzavan excited the prince’s curio- fity fo far, that he vouchfafed to open his eyes and lool^ 
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«pon him. Marzavan, who had a great deal of wit, laid hold of that opportunity, and made his compliment in verfe extempore, which, neverthelefs, he did in fuch a difguifed manner, that neither the king nor the grand ,vifier underftood any thing of the matter. However, he reprefented fo nicely what had happened to the princefs of'China, that the prince had no room to doubt but he knew her, and could give him tidings of her. This made him fo joyful, that the effedts of it plentifully fhowed themfelves in his eyes and looks. After Marzavan had finiihed his compliment in verfe, which furprifed Prince Camaralzaman fo agreeably, his highnefs took the liberty to make a (ign to the king his father to go from the place where he was, and let Mar- zavan fit by him. The king, overjoyed at this alteration, which gave him hopes of his fon’s fpeedy recovery, quitted his place, and taking Marzavan by the hand, led him to it, obli- ging him to fit in it. Then his majefty demanded of him who he was, and whence he came ? And upon Mar- zavan’s anfwering he was a fubjedt of China, and came from that kingdom, the king cried out. Heaven grant you may be able to withdraw my fon from this pro- found melancholy, and I (hall have eternal obligations to you, which 1 will do my utmoit to gratify beyond what was ever done. Having faid this, he left the prince to entertain himfelf with the ftranger, whilft he went and rejoiced with the grand vilier upon this happy re- encounter. Marzavan, leaning down to the prince, fpoke low in his ear thus. My lord, faid he, it is high time your highnefs fhould ceafe to grieve. The lady, on whofe account you lament fo bitterly, I know ; it is the Prin- cefs Badoura, daughter of Gaiour, king of China : This 1 can affure your highnefs, both on account of what Ihe told me of her adventure, and what 1 have learned of your’s. You may alfo depend upon it, that fire has undergone no lefs on your account than you have done on her’s. Here he began to relate all that he knew of 
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the princefs from the fatal time of their interview after i that extraordinary manner. He omitted not to acquaint j him how thofe had fared who had failed in their pre- tences to cure the princefs of her indifpofition. But your highnefs is the only perfon, added he, that can ' cure her effectually; and therefore it were no matter ! 

how foon you fet about it. However, before you un- ! 

dertake fo great a voyage, I would have you perfectly I recovered, and then we will take fuch meafures as are neceflary. This difcourfe had a marvellous effeCl on the prince. He found fo great benefit by it, through the hopes he conceived of fpeedily fulfilling his defires, that he had ftrength fufficient to rife, and accordingly begged leave of his father to drefs himfelf before him, with fuch an air as gave the old king incredible fatisfa&ion. King Schahzaman immediately fell embracing Mar- zavan, without inquiring into the means that had wrought this wonderful effeCt, and foon after went out of the prince’s chamber with the grand vifier, to pub- Kfh this agreeable news to the people. He, on this oc-1 

cafion, ordered public rejoicings for feveral days toge- ther, and moreover gave great largeffes to his officers, alms to the poor,, and caufed the prifoners to be fet at liberty throughout his kingdom. Every city refounded; with joy, and every corner of his dominions felt the ef- fect of his bounty. Prince Camaralzaman, though he had been extremely Weakened byalmoft continual watchings and abftinence, yet, contrary to all expectation, foon recovered his im- paired health. When he found himfelf in a condition to undertake the voyage, he took Marzavan afide, and faid, Dear Marzavan, it is now time to perform the promife you have made me ; J burn vyith impatience to fee the charming princefs, and if you do not fpeedily give me an opportunity to put an end to her torments and my own, by fetting out on our journey, I ffiall foon relapfe into my former condition, and then perhaps you may not find it fo eafy to cure me, as you have now 
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done. But one thing ftill afflicts me, continued he, and that is the difficulty I (hall meet with in getting leave of my father to go. You fee he fcarce ever leaves me; therefore, if you do not affift me in that particular, I am undone. At thefe words the prince fell a-weeping, and would not be comforted, till Marzavan faid. Let not your highnefs be grieved at that, for I will warrant I will get you your liberty, fo that he (hall not ftop us. My principal delign in this voyage was to deliver the prin- cefs of China, my miltrefs, from her grief, and I (hould fail in my duty to her if I did not do my beft endea- vour to effedt it. This is then the means 1 have con- trived to obtain your liberty: You have not ftirred abroad for fome time, therefore let the king, your fa- ther, underftand you have a mind to take the air, and, if he pleafes, to go and hunt two or three days with me. No doubt he will grant your requeft; which, when he has done, order two good horfes to be got e ready in a certain place, and leave the reft to me. Next day, Prince Camaralzaman did as he had been . advifed. He acquainted the king he was deiirous to it take the air, and, if he pleafed, would go and hunt two : or three days with Marzavan. The king gave his con- ■1 fent, but bid him be fure not to lie out above one night, fince too much exercife might injure his health, and i too long abfence create his majefty ibme uneafinefs. i He then ordered him the beft horfes in his ftable, and took particular care that nothing {hould be wanting . for his diverfion. When all was ready, his majefty 4 embraced the prince, and, having recommended to i Marzavan the care of him, he lelt them. Prince Ca- a maralzaman and Marzavan were foon mounted, when, •j^o amufe the two grooms that led the trefh horfes, < they made as if they would hunt, and fo got as tar off if from the city, and out of the road, as was poflible. * When night began to approach, they alighted at a » icaravanfera, or inn, where they {upped, and flept till . about midnight j whec Marzavan awaked the prince 
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without awaking the'grooms, and defired his highnefs; to let him have his fuit, and to take another for him- felf, which was brought in his ibmpter. Thus equip- ped, they mounted the frefh horfes, and after Marza- van had taken one of the groom’s horfes by the bridle, they let out at a good round pace. U day-break, they were got into a foreft, where, coming to the meeting of four roads, Marzavan went afide, and defired the prince to wait for him a little. He then cut the groom’s horfe’s throat, and after ha-: ving torn the prince’s fuit he had on, befmearing it withj blood, he threw it into the highway. The prince demanded his reafon for what he had done ? He told his highnefs, he was fure the king, his.i father, would no 1'ooner come to know that he was de- parted without the grooms, but he would fufpedf fome-: thing, and immediately fend in queft of them : Now, i faid Marzavan, to the end, that When they come to this i place, they may flop, and think you devoured by wild j beafts, I have done this; fo that, by this means, we^ may have leifure to continue our journey, without fear' of purfuit: 1 muft needs confefs, continued Marzavan, ] this is a violent way of proceeding, to alarm an old father with the death of his fon, whom he loves fo paf- j fionatelv; but then, on the other hand, the news of' your welfare, which he may foon have, will, in a great! meafure, alleviate his grief, and make fome amends for,= your ablence. Brave Maizavan, replied the prince, I cannot fufficiently admire your conduiff, and I have all the obligations in the world to you for it. This faid, the prince and Marzavan, w'ell provided | with cafh for their expenfes, continued their journey both by land and fea, and found no other obftacle but ■ the length of the way, which they were forced to un-s dergo. They however arrived at length at the capi- i lal of China, where Marzavan, inftead of goi ng to his i Jodglng, carried the prince to a public inn. They tar- ried there incognito three days to reit themfelves, du- ping which lime Marzayao caufed an aftrologer’s ha- 
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bit to be made for the prince. The three days being expired, thev went together to the bagnio, the prince putting on his aftrologer's habit; and from thence Marzavan conduced him in light of the king of Chi- na’s palace, where he left him, to go and acquaint his mother, the Princefs Badoura’s nurfe, of his arrival, to the end Ihe might give the like information to the princefs her miftrefs. Prince Gamaralzaman, inftrudled by Marzavan what he was to do, and provided with all he wanted as an aftrologer, came next morning to the gate of the king’s palace, and cried aloud, I am an aftrologer, and am come to effedt a cure on the moft beautiful Princefs Badoura, daughter of the moft high and mighty mo- narch^-Gaiour, king of China, on the conditions propo- fed by his majefty, to marry her if 1 fucceed, or elfe to lofe my life for my fruitlefs and prefumiruous attempt. Over and above the guards and porttrs at the gate, this novelty drew together a great number of people about Prince Camaralzaman. There had no phylician, aftrologer, nor magician, appeared for a long time on this account, deterred by the many tragical examples of ill fuccefs that appeared before their eyes; it was therefore thought there were either no more of thefe profeflions in the world, or at leaft that there were no more fo mad as thofe that had gone before them. The pnnce’s good mien, noble air, and blooming youth, made every body pity him that faw him. What do you mean, Sir, faid fotne that were neareft him, to expofe thus yourli fe, that promifes fo much, to a cer- tain death ? Cannot the heads you fee on all the gates of this city deter you from fuch an undertaking? In the name of God, confider what you do, and abandon this ralh attempt. The prince continued firm, notwithftanding the re- monftrances made to him; and as he faw nobody come to introduce him, he repeated the fame cry with a voice that made every body tremble. They all then cried, Let him alone, he is refolved to die; God have 
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mercy upon his foul. He then proceeded to cry out a i third time in the fame manner, when the grand vifier ] came in perfon, and introduced him to the king of China. As foon as the prince came into the king’s prefence, he bowed and kifled the floor. The king, who, of all ! that had hitherto expoled their lives on this occafion, 1 had not feen one worthy to caft his eyes upon before,; had now a real compaflion for Prince pamaralzaman, ; on account of the danger he was about to undergo. But as he faw him more deferving than ordinary, he j did him more honour, and made him come and fit by him. Young than, faid he, I can hardly believe you, at ; this age, can have acquired experience enough to \ enable you to cure my daughter. I will give her to j you with all my heart on that account; nay, more wil- lingly than I ihould have done to others that have of- ■ fered themfelves before you; but then 1 muft declare i to you at the fame time, with a great deal of concern, | that if you do not fucceed in your attempt, notwith- : Branding your noble appearance, and exceeding beau- ; tiful youth, you mull: lofe your head. Sir, replied the prince, 1 have infinite obligations to your majefly for the honour you deftgn me, though a . Arranger; but I defire your majefty to believe I would ' not have come from fo remote a country as I have done, ' and which may perhaps be unknown in your domi- i nions, if I had not been certain of the cure I propofe. : What might not be faid of my inconAancy of temper, i if, after fo great fatigues and dangers as 1 have under- 1 gone on this account, I ihould abandon the generous i enterprife I had engaged in ? Even your majeAy would j foon lofe that refpeft you have done me the honour to ■ Aiow me, if I appeared fo daftardly and mean-fpirhed. . 1 befeech your majeAy, therefore, to let me no longer delay the experiment 1 am certain of, but to give me ' leave to ddplay the utmoft of my art, which, I doubt not, will be to your majefty’s latisfatft.cn, as well as my great happinefs. 
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Then the king commanded the eunuch, who had the guard of the princefs, to introduce Piince Camaraiza- man into her apartment: Bat before he would let him go, he was fo kind as to remember him once more of the hazard he underwent; yet the prince feemed re- folved : So the king fuffered him to follow the eunuch. When they came to a long gallery, at the end of which was the princefs’s apartment, the prince, through impatience to lee once more the objedt of his vows, who had occafioned him fo much grief, got before the eunuch, walking as fall as he could walk. The eunuch, redoubling his pace, with much ado, got up with him, when taking him by the arm, he cried, Whither away fo faft, Sir? you cannot get in without me; and it Ihould feem you have a great defite for death, that can run to it fo headlong. Never any of all thofe many aftrologers and magicians I have in- troduced before made fuch hafte as yourfelf to-a place whither I fear you will come but too foon. Friend, replied the prince, continuing his pace, and looking earneftly on the eunuch, this was becaufe never any of your aftrologers or magicians,Before me, were fo lure of their art as I am : They were certain indeed they Ihould die if they did not fucceed, but they had no certainty, at the fame time, of their fuccefe, as I have. On this account they had reafon to tremble at approaching the place whither I go, and where I am fure to find my happinefs. He had juft fpoke thefe words as he was at the door, which the eunuch opened, and introduced him into a great hall, whence there was an entrance into the princefs’s chamber, divided from it only by a piece of tapeftry. Prince Camaralzarnan fpeaking more foftlyto the eunuch, alked him, before he entered, whether he would choofe that he fhould cure the princefs in his prefence, or where he was, without going any larther; telling him, in the fame loft tone, that nobody might hear him in the princefs’s chamber, he made him that frank offer, to Ihow him it was not prefumptuous ca- 
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price, nor heat of youth, which put him upon the en; terprife. The eunuch was very much amazed to hear th< prince talk to him with I’uch affurance: He left off in fuiting him, and faid ferioufly to him, It is no mattei whether you do it here or there, provided the bufinefi is done : Cure her how you will, you will get immor- tal honour by it, not only in this court, but over all the world. The prince replied. It will be heft then to cure her without feeing her, that you may be witnefs of my) fkill; though I cannot, without impatience, put off my feeing a princefs of her rank, who is to be my wife ; yet out of refpeft to you, I will deprive myfelf of that pleafure for a little while. He was furnilhed with; every thing proper for an aftrologer to carry about; him ; and taking pen, ink, and paper out of his pocket,; wrote this billet to the princefs. 
Prince Camaralzaman to the Princess of China. ; 

‘ Adorable Princefs! ‘ The love-lick Prince Camaralzaman will not trouble! you with the pains that he has endured ever fince that fatal night in which your charms deprived him of that • liberty which he refolved to preferve as long as he; Jived ; he only tells you that he devoted his heart to you in your charming (lumbers; thofe flumbers thatt hindered him from beholding the brightnefs of your piercing eyes, in fpite of all his endeavours to oblige you to open them. He prefumed to prefent you with his ring as a token of his palRon : and in exchange \ would be proud to receive yours, which he enclofes in this billet. If you will condefcend to return it, as a j reciprocal aflurance of your love, he will reckon him- felf the happieft of all lovers; If not, the fentence of death, which your refufal brings him, will be received with the more relignation, becaufe he dies for love of you. He waits in yout antiqhamber for your anfwer.’ When the prince had finilhed his billet, he made it 
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p, and enclofed with it the ring in a little packet, dthout letting the eunuch lee what he did. When e had fealed it, he gave it to him : There, friend, fays e, carry it to your miftrefs: if it does not cure her as >on as fhe reads it, and fees what is enclofed in it, I jve you leave to tell every body that I am the moft jnorant and impudent aftrologer that ever was, is, or ver will be. The eunuch, entering the princefs of China’s cham- er, gave her the packet he received from Prince Ca- jaralzaman. Madam, fays he, the boldeft altrologer hat ever lived, if I am not miftaken, is arrived here, nd pretends, that on reading this letter, and feeing that is in it, you will be cured ; I willi he may prove either a liar or impoftor. The Princefs Badoura took this billet, and opened t with a great deal of indifference; but when fhe faw he ring, fhe had not patience to read it through : She ofe haftily, broke the chain that held her down, with truggling, ran and opened the door. She knew the irince as foon as fhe faw him, and he her: They pre- sntly embraced each other with all imaginable tender- efs, and without being able to fay a word for excefs f joy: They looked on one another, admiring hoW hev met again after their firft interview. The prin- efs’s nurfe, who ran to the door with her, made them ome into her chamber, where the Princefs Badoura ave the prince her ring, faying. Take it, 1 cannot lirly keep it without refloring yours, which I will ne- er part with; neither yours nor mine can be in bet- er hands. The eunuch went immediately to the king to tell im what had happened ; Sir, fays he, all the aftrolo- ers and doctors who have hitherto pretended to cure he princefs were a company of fools, in comparifon of lira who came laft. He made ufe neither of fchemes or conjurations, of perfumes, or any thing elfe, but ured her without feeing her. Then he told the king iow he did it. The monarch was agreeably fqrprifed 
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at the news, and going prefently to the princefs’sj chamber, embraced her ; and then the king took hia hand, and joined it to the princefs’s* Happy ftranger, fa vs the king, I will keep my word, and give you my daughter to wife; though, by what I fee in you, it i&j impoflible for me to believe you are really what you! would appear, and have me to believe you to be. Prince Camaralzaman thanked the king in the molt; humble expreflions, that he might the better Ihow hist; gratitude. As for my perfon, laid he, I muft own Ej am not an aftrologer, as your majefty very judiciouflyj guelfed; I only put on the habit of one, that I might! fucceed more ealily in my ambition to be allied to the*; molt potent monarch in the world. I was born H prince, and the foo of a king and of a queen: my namt; is Camaralzaman ; my father is Schahzaman, who novzi reigns over the (Hands that are well enough known b'/j the name of the illands of the Children of Khaledan. He then told him the adventures of his life, and ho'wr, wonderful was the rife of his love; that the princefs was altogether as marvellous ; and wete both confirm- ed by the exchange of two rings. When the prince had done fpeaking, the king faidj to him. This hiltory is fo extraordinary it deferves toj be known to pofterity; an account fhall be taken o fit, and the original being depolited in my royal archi ves, I will fpread copies of it abroad, that my own k.ing-t doms and the kingdoms around may know it. The marriage was folemnized the fame day.,.and the rejoicings for it were univerfa! all over the ompire of China. Nor was Marzavan forgotten ; the king! gave him an honourable polt in his court immed lately, and a promife to advance him higher afterward s. j Prince Camaralzaman and the Princefs Bado ura en-- joyed the fulnefs of their wilhes in the fweets of mar-, riage ; and the king kept continual feafting foi: feveral; months, to (how his joy on the occalior , In the midil of thefe pieafures, Pri: ice Camaralza- mati dreamed one night that he faw h js fV'her on his! 
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death-bed, ready to give up the ghoft, and heard him fpeak thus to his attendants : My fon, whom I fo ten- derly loved, my fon, whom'l bred with fo much fond- [tels, fo much care, has abandoned me, and is himfelf the caufe of my death. He awoke, and fighed; his Sghs awoke the princefs, who afked him the reafon of them. Alas ! my love, cried the prince, perhaps in the very moment that I am fpeaking of it, my father is no more. He then acquainted her with his melan- choly dream, and why that fad thought came into his bead. The princefs, who ftudied to pleafe him in everything, prefently contrived a way to do it, and fearing that he would take lefs delight in her company if he was kept from feeing his father, went to her own father that very dav, and, finding him alone, killed his hand, and thus addrefTed herfelf to him. Sir, I have a favour to beg of your majefty, and I befeech you not tp deny me; but that you may not believe I am put upon it by the prince, my hufband, I allure you be- fore-hand he knows nothing df my alking it of you : It is, that you will give leave to me to go and fee the King Schahzaman, mv father-in-law. The king replied, Daughter, though I (hall be very forry to lofe your company, and part with you for fo long time as a journey to a place fo dittani will take up, yet I cannot difapprove of your refoiution; it is worthy of yourfelf: Go, child, I give you leave, but on condition that you ftay no longer than a year in K ng Schahzaman’s court. I hope the king will be willing to come to this agreement with me, that we, in our turns, may fee, he, his fon and daughter-in-law, and I, my daughter and my fon in-taw. The princefs communicated the king of China’s con- fent to Prince Camaralzaman, who was tranfported to ' bear it, and gave her a thoufand thanks for this new i token of her love. The king of China commanded preparations to be nade for the journey; and when all things were ready,. ' he accompanied the prince and princefs fevsral leagues 1: i VOX.. It. u 
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in their way: When they came to part, great was the weeping on ail fides; the king embraced them, and de- iired the prince to be k nd to his daughter, and to love her always with the pallion he now loved her; fo he left them to go forward in their journey, and, to divert himfelf, hunted all the way as he returned to his capital. When the Prince Camaralzaman and the Princefs Badoura had dried up their tears, and given over mourning for their parting with the king of China, they comforted themfelves with the thoughts how glad King Schahzaman would be to fee them, and how they Ihould rejoice to fee the king. They travelled about a month inceflantly, and at laft came to a large field, planted with tall trees at conve- nient diftances, under whofe (hade they went on very pleafantlyr The weather being very hot, and that day hotter than ordinary, Camaralzaman thought it beft to ftay there during the heat, and propofed it to Badoura, who, wilhing for the very fame thing, readily confent- ed to it. They alighted in one of the molt agreeable places of the grove; a tent was prefently fet up; the princefs, riling from the lhade under which fhe fat down, entered it; and the prince ordered his fervants to pitch their tents alfo, while they ftaid there, and went himfelf to give them diredlions how to do it. The princefs, being weary with fhe fatigues of the journey, bid her women untie her girdle, which they laid down by her; and Ihe falling afieep, her attendants left her by herfelf. Prince Camaralzaman, having feen all things in or- der, came to the tent where the princefs was fleeping; he entered, and fat down without making any noife, intending to take a nap himfelf; but obferving the princefs’s girdle lying by her, he took it up, and looked upon the diamonds and rubies one by one. In doing it, he faw a little purfe hanging to it, tied faft with a ribbon ; he felt it, and found there was fomething in it: Being defirous to know what it was, he opened the purfe, and took out a cornelian, engraved with unknown 
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figures and charaflers. This cornelian, fays the prince to himfelf, muft have fomething extraordinary in it, or my princefs would not be at the trouble to carry it with her : And indeed it was Badoara’s talifman, or a -fcheme of her nativity, drawn from the conftellations of heaven, which the queen of China had given her daughter, as a charm that would keep her from any harm as long as (he had it about her. The prince, to fee what the talifman was, took it out to the light, the tent being dark; and while he was holding it up in his hand, a bird darted down from the air, and {hatched it awav from him. Your majefty will eafily conceive the concern and grief of Prince Camaraizaman when he faw the bird fly away with the talifman *. He was more troubled at it than words can exprefs, and curfed his unfeafon- able curiofity, by which means he had loft a treafure that was fo precious, and fo valued by his dear princefs. The bird, having got her prize, pitched upon the ground not far off, with the tai.fman in her mouth. The prince drew near it, in hopes (lie would drop it; but as he approached, the bird took wing, and pitched again on the ground farther off. Camaraizaman fol- lowed her,and the bird, having fwallowed the talilman, took a fmall flight, farther off (till: The prince being very dexterous at a mark, thought to kill her with a ftone, and (fill followed her; but the farther (he flew, the more eager he grew in purfuing her, keeping her always in view. Thus the bird drew him along from hill to valley, and from valley to hill, all day, every ftep leading him out of the way from the fieid where i he left his camp and the Princefs Badoura; and inflead of perching at night on a bufh, where he might pro- bably have taken her, (he roolted on a high tree, fafe from his purfuit. The prince, vexing himfelf to the 

* There is an adventure like this in the romance of Peter pf Provence, and the fair Maguelonna, which was taken from the Arabic. u a 
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heart for taking fo much pains to no purpofe, thought of returning to the camp ; but alas ! he thought of it too late : Whither lhall he go ? Which way return i How will he find out the untratfable way of the moun- tains, and the untrodden paths of the valleys ? Dark* nefs fpread over the heavens, and night, and the fa- tigues of his day’s labour, would not fuffer him to un- dertake fo foon to return the wav he came, were there any hopes of his finding it. Ah 1 quoth the defpairing I lover, if I knew which way to return, how durft I ap- pear be;ore my princefs without lier talifman ? Over- whelmed with fuch afflidfing thoughts, and tired with his purfuit of the bird, fleep came upon him, and he ; lay down under a tree, where he paffed the night. He awoke the next morning before the bird had left’the tree, and, as foon as he faw her on the wing, followed her again that whole day, with no better fuccefs. than he had done the laft, eating nothing but herbs and fruits all the way as he went: He did the fame for ten days together, purfuing the bird, and , keeping her in his eye from morning to night, lying always under the tree where /he roofted. On the eleventh day, the bird /till flying, and Camaralzaman obferving her, he came near a great city; the bird made to it, flew over the walls, and the prince faw no more of her: fo he defpaired of ever recovering the Princefs Badoura’s talifman. Camaralzaman, whofe grief was beyond expreflion, went to the city, which was built on the fea-fide, and had a fine port; he walked up and down the flreets without knowing where he was, or where to /top ; at laft he came to the port, in as great uncertainty as ever what he /hould do : Walking along the river-fide, he perceived the gate of a garden open, and an old gar- dener at work in it; the good man, looking up, faw he was a ftranger and a Muffulman ; fo he a/ked him to come in, and Ihut the door after h m. Camaralzaman entered-, and as the gardener bade him fhut the door, demanded of the gardener why he was 
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fo cautious ? Becaufe, replied the old man, I fee you are a ftranger and a Muflulman newly arrived ; and this city is inhabited for the molt part by idolaters, who have a mortal averfion to us Mufiulmen, and ufe thofe few of us that are here with a great deal of barbarity. I fuppofe you did not know this, and it is a miracle that you have efcaped as you have done, confidering how far you have come through them : Thefe idolaters being very apt to fall upon the Muflulmen that are ftrangers, or to draw them into a fnare, unlefs thofe ftrangeis arc inltrudted how to deal with and beware of them Camaralzaman thanked the honeft gardener for his advice, and the fecurity he offered him in his houfe. He would have faid more, but the good man interrupt- ed him, faying, Let us leave off complimenting, you are weary, and want to refrefh yourftlf. Come in, eat what we have, and lie down to reft, you are very welcome. He condufled him into his little hut, clean, though fmall, and well defended from the injuries of the wea- ther : He ordered the beft provifrons he had to be brought forth, and entertained the prince' fo heartily, that he was charmed with it, and at his requelt told him how he came there. When he had ended his ftory, without hiding any part of it from him, he afked him which was the near- eft way to his father’s territories ? for it is in vain for me to think of finding my princels where 1 left her, ha- ving been wandering eleven days, as 1 have been, from that place. Ah ! continues he, how do I know flic is alive ! and faying thus, he burft out into tears, that would have melted the moft cruel of the idolaters. The gardener replied, There was no poflibility of going thither by land, the ways were fo difficult, and the jour- ney fo long, befides there was no manner of conveni- ence for his fubfifting ; or, if there were, he muft nectf- farily pafs through the countries of fo many barbarous nations, that he would never reach his father's. That the quickeft paffage for him would be to go to the ifle of JEbene, whence he might eafily trar.fport himfclf to u 3 
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the ifles of the Children of Khaledan ; that there was a Ihip which failed from the port where he was, every year to Ebene, and he might take that opportunity of returning to thefe iflands. The Ihip departed, faid he,j but a few days ago, and it will be almolt a year before1! it makes the voyage again ; if you will accept of my ■ houfe for your habitation fo long, you will be as wel-1 come to it as your own. Prince Camanlzaman was glad he had met with 1 fuch an afylum, in a place where he had no knowledge 1 of any man, nor any man of him, and where nobody j could think it their intereft to entertain or preferve| him. He accepted the offer, and lived with the gar-J dener until the time came that the thip w'as to fail to| the ifle of Ebene. He fpent his time all day in work-1 ing in the garden, and all night in thinking of his dear] Princef Badoura, in fighs, tears, and complaints. We muft leave him in this place a while, to return to ; the princefs, whom we left afieep in her tent. 
‘The Story of the Princess Badoura after her feparaA t 'wnfrom Prince Cam aralzaman. 

THE princefs dept a long time, and when fhe awoke, : wondered that Prince Camaralzaman was not with her; ] ihe called her women, and alked them if they knew ; where he was gone ? They told her they faw him enter • the tent, but did not fee him go out again. While they ‘ were talking to her, fhe fpied her girdle, faw it had been j meddled with, and ex imining, found the little purfe ji open, and that the talifman was loft. She did not doubt 1 but C.imar.dz 'tmn had taken it to fee what it was, and j that he would bring it back with him. bhe waited for | him impatiently till night, and could not imaging what ! made him ftay -nay from her fo long. When it was quite dark, and Ihe could hear nothing ' of him, fhe fell into a violent paflioh of grief; fhe cur- , fed the talifinan, and him that made it; and had ihe not been rcftrained by her duty, would have curfed her another who gave it her. She was the more troubled} 
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becaufe ffie could not imagine how her talifman fliould have caufed the prince’s reparation from her ; however, amidft all her forrow, Ihe retained her judgement, and came to a courageous refolution, not common with perfons of her fcx. She and her women only knew of the prince’s being gone, for his men were then afleep, or refrelhing them- felves in their tents. The princefs, fearing they would betray her, if they had any knowledge of it, firft com- pofed her mind a little, and moderated her grief, and forbid her women to fay or do any thing that might make them fufpedt the truth: Then fhe urdrefied her- felf, and put on Prince Camaralzaman’s fuit, being fo like him in it, that the next day, when Are came abroad, his men took her for him. She commanded them to pack up their baggage, and march forward ; and, when all things were ready, (he or- dered one of her wotpen to go into her fedan, (lie her- felf getting on horfeback, and riding by her fide. Thty travelled feveral months by land and fea, the princefs continuing the journey under the name of Ca- maralzaman. They took the ifland of Ebene, in their way to the ifles of the Children of Khaledan: They went to the capital of the illand, where a king reigned, whofe name was Armanos. The perfons who firft land- ed, giving out that they brought Prince Camaralzatnan, who was returning from a long voyage towards his own country, and was forced to put in there by a ftorm : the news of his arrival was prefently carried to court. King Armanos, accompanied by moft of his cour- tiers, went immediately to wait on the prince, and met the princefs juft as (he was landing, and going to the lodgings that had been taken up for her. He recei- ved her as the fon of a king, who was his friend, with whom he always kept a far correfpondence; and car- ried her to the palace, where an apartment was prepared : for her and ali her attendants ; though (he fain would have excufed herfelf, and have lodged in a private houfe, Befides this, he was fo courteous, that doing her com- 
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inon honours would not content him, he entertained her three days together with extraordinary magnificence and royal feftivals. The days of feafting being over, and King Armanos, underftanding that the princefs, whom he Hill took fori Prince Camaralzaman, talked of going aboard again/ to proceed on her voyage, he was fo charmed with the air and qualities of fuch an accomplifhed prince, asi he took her to be, that he watched his opportunity when fhe was alone, and fpoke to her in this manner;; You fee, prince, that I am old, and cannot hope to live long, it is my great trouble that I have not a fon to ; whom I may leave my crown. Heaven has only blef- fed me with one daughter, who cannot defire to be more happy than a prince of your virtues can make j her, whofe merit is equal with your birth. Inftead of | going home, ftay and take her from my hand ; with ; her I will give you my kingdom, retire myfelf to a ’ quiet life, free from the bufinefs and cares of the * world, having, long enough had the weight of the ( crown upon me ; and nothing could be a greater plea- ' fure to me, in my retirement, than to eonfider what a worthy fucccfibr fits on my throne, and rules my hap- py people. The king of the ifle of Ebenc’s generous offer to be- 1 

flow his only daughter in marriagte on the Princefs Badoura, who could not accept of it, becaufe fhe was a woman, gave her unexpected trouble, and fhe could not prefently think of a way to extricate herfelf out of it: She thought it would not become a princefs of her rank to deceive the king, and to own that fire was not Prince Camaralzaman, but his wife, when fire had affured him fhe was he himfelf; whofe part fhe had hitherto aded fo well, that her fex was not in the lealt fufpeded ; She was alfo afraid to refute him, feeing him fo much bent upon the conclufion of the marriage, that there was reafon to apprehend his kindnefs would turn to averfion and hatred, if the honour he offered her was teje&ed; and he might attemptJomethins evea 
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igainft her life. Befides (he was not fure of finding Prince Camaralzaman in the court of King Schahzaraan lis father. Thtfe confiderations, added to the profpedt of ob- ;aining a kingdom for the prince her hufband, in cafe [he found him again, made her refolve to do what King Armanos would have her, and marry his daugh- :er : So, after having ftood filent for fome minutes, (he, with blufties, which the king t'.iok for a (ign of her mo- delty, anfwered, Sir, I am infinitely obliged to your majefty for your good opinion of me, for the honour you do me, and the great favour you offer me, which 1 cannot pretend to merit, and dare not refufe. But, Sir, continued (lie, I cannot accept of this alii- ance on any other condition, than that your majelty will afiift me with your coui fels, and thatl do nothing without firft having your approbation. The marriage-treaty being thus concluded and agreed on, the ceremony was put off till next day. In the mean time, Princefs Badoura gave notice to her offi- cers, who (till took her for Prince Camaralzamao, what fhe was about to do, that they might not be furprifed, at it, affuring them the Princefs Badoura confented to it. She talked alfo to her women, and charged them to keep the fecret fhe had entrutted them with, as they, valued Jheir lives. The king of the ifle of Ebene rejoiced that he had got him a fon-in-law fo much to his fatisfadtion ; The next morning he fummoned his council, and acquainted them with his ddign of marrying his daughter to Prince Camaralzaman, whom he introduced to them, made him lit down by them, taking the Princefs Badoura for him ; told them he rtfigned the crown to him, and required them to obey and fwear fealty to him. Having faid this, he defeended from his throne, and the Princefs Badou- ra, by his order, mounted it. When fhe was placed, the lords of the court did her homage, and took an i oath of allegiance. As foon as the council broke up, ; the new king was proclaimed through the city, feveral 
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days were appointed, and couriers difpatched over aj the kingdom to fee the fame ceremonies obferved wit the fame demonftrations of joy. . At night there were extraordinary feaftings at th| palace-royal, and the Princefs Haiatalnefous * was le< to the Princefs Badoura, whom every body took for j man : ilie was dreffed like a royal bride. The wed ding was folemnized with the utmoft fplendour, am the rites being performed, they were put to bed. li- the morning, the Princefs Badoura went to receive thi compliments of the nobility in a hall of audience, when they congratulated heron her marriage and acceffion td the throne. In the mean while, King Armanos and his queen went to the apartment of the new queen theii daughter, and alked her how (he had pafltd the night Inftead of anfwering them, flie held down her head, an<| by her looks, they faw plain enough that Ihe was noQ contented. King Armanos, to comfort the Princefs Haiatalnefous^ hid her not be troubled; Prince Camaralzaman mightj be in hafte to go to his father’s court, and had not ftopti at the ifle of Ebene, had it not been in his way thither:] Though we have engaged him to Hay by arguments,' with which he ought to be well fatisfied, yet it is pro-i bable he grieves to be all at once deprived of the hopesi of feeing either his father or any of his family. You muft wait until thofe firft emotions of tendernefs are; over, and his filial love wears off by degrees, he will then carry himfelf towards you as a good hufband ought1 

to do. The Princefs Badoura, under the name and character of Prince Camaralzaman, not only received the congra- tulatory addreffes of the courtiers, and the nobility of the kingdom, who were in and about the city, but flie reviewea the regular troops of her houfehold, and en- tered on the adminiftration of affairs, as king, with fo much majefty and judgement, that gained her the gene- ral applaufe of all who were witnefFcs of her condudt. ' 
* This is an Arabic word, which fignifies life and foul. 
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It was evening before fhe returned to Queen Haiatal- fous’s apartment, and the perceived by the reception e gave her, that the bride was not at all pleafed with e wedding-night. She endeavoured to make her eafy ' a long difcourfe, in which (he employed all the wit e had (and that w as as much as any woman was mif- sfs of) to perfuade her (he loved her entirely: She en gave her time to go to bed, and while (he was un- effing herfelf, (he went to her devotions: her prayers ere fo long that Queen Haiitalnefous was adeep he- re they were ended. She then gave over praying, and y down foftly by the new queen, without Waking her, id was as much afflidted at her being forced to adt a irt which did not belong to her, as in the lofs of her :ar Camaralzaman, for whom (he ceafed not to figh. le rofe as foon as it was day, before Haiatalnefous was vake, and being drefled in her royal robes, as king, ent to council. King Armanos, as he had done the day before, came irly to vifit the queen, his daughter, whom he found 1 fighs and tears; he wanted no more to be informed f the caufe of her trouble s He began to refent the con- rmpt, as he thought, which was put upon his daugh- :r, and could not imagine what was the reafon of it. laughter, fays he, have patience for another night. I tifed your hulband to the throne, and can pull him own again ; depend upon it, I will drive him thence ith (hame, unlefs he gives you the fatisfadtion that he light to do: His ufage of you has provoked me fo much, cannot tell to what my refentment may tranfport me: 'he affront is as much to me as to you. Jt was late again before the Princefs Badoura came 3 Queen Haiatalnefous : She talked to her as (he had one the night before; and after the fame manner went 3 her devotions, defiring the queen to go to bed. But laiatalnefous would not be fo fcrved, (lie held her back, nd obliged her to fit down again : What, fays (he, you bink to deal by me this night, as you have done the wo la(b^ pray tell me, wjiat can you diflike in a prir\. 
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cefs of my youth and beauty, who not only loves, but adores you, and thinks berfelf the happieft of all prin- cefles in having fo amiable a prince for her hufband. Any body but me would be revenged of the flight, or rather the unpardonable affront you have put upon me, and abandon you to your evil deftiny : However^ though I did not love you fb well as I do, yet out of pure good nature and humanity, which makes me pity; the misfortunes of perfons for wh. m I am nowife con-1 cerned, I cannot forbear telliri); you, that the king, my] father, is enraged againft you for your carriage towards] me, and on the morrow will rxert his fury in a manner! I tremble to think of, if you ftill ufe me as you have] done hitherto. Do not therefore throw a princefs into-i defpair, who, notwithftanding all her ill ufage, cannot help loving you. This difcourfe embarrafled the Princefs Badoura the moft of any thing ftie had met with ; flie did not doubt of the truth of what Haiatalnefous had faid. King Ar- manos’s coldnefs to her the day before had given her too much reafon to fee he was highly diflatisfied with i her. The only way to juftify her conduft was, to com- municate her fex to the Princefs Haiatalnefous: She had i forefeen fhe Ihould be under a necefiity of difcovering it to her; yet now (he was about to make fuch a declara- j tion, (he was afraid how (he would take it: But confi- j dering, that if Camaralzaman was alive, he muff necef- j farily touch at the ifle of Ebene in his way toKmgSchah- < zaman his father’s kingdom, that Ihe ought to preferve j hetfelf for his fake, and it was impoflible to do it if (he ’ did not let.the Princefs Haiatainefous know who and i what (he was, Ihe refolved to venture and try to get off that way. The Princefs Badoura flood as one that was (truck dumb, and Haiatalnefous, being impatient to hear what , ihe could fay, was about to fpeak to her again, when ' ihe (topped her by thefe words : Lovely and too charm- ing princefs, I own I have been in the wrong, and Icon- demn roylelf for it, but I hope you will pardon me, and 
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cep the fecret I am going to reveal to you for my juf- \ fication. She then opened her bofom, and Ihowing her breaftg, iroceeded thus : See, princefs, if a woman, and a prin- efs like yourfelf, does not deferve to be forgiven : I telieve you will be fo good at leaft, when you hear my tory, and the terrible affliction that forced me to aCt he part you fee. The Princefs Badoura having difcovered herfdf en- irely to the princefs of the ille of Ebene, Ihe again >rayed her to keep the fecret, and to make as if Ihe was cally a hulband to her, till Prince Camaralzaman’s ar- ival, which (he hoped would be in a little time. Princefs, replied Haiatalnefous, your fortune is in* feed ftrange, that a marriage, fo happy as yours was, [hould be rendered unhappy by fo unaccountable an ac- cident, your love being reciprocal and full of wonders. Pray Heaven you msy meet with your hulband again as foon as you delire, and aflure yourfelf I will keep the fecret until he arrives. It will be the greateft pleafure to me in the world, to be the only perfon in the valt kingdom of the ille of Ebene, who knows what and who yon are, while you go on governing the people as hap- pily as you have begun : I only alk of you to be your friend, than which nothing could be more to my fatis- faftion. Then the two princefles tenderly embraced each other; and, after a thoufand vows of mutual friend- fhip, lay down and took their reft. According to the cuftom of the country, the tokens of the confunimation of marriage were to be produced and feen publicly. The two princeftes found out a way to get over that difficulty : Queen Haiatalnefous’s wo- men were next morning deceived by it tbemfelves, and deceived King Armanos, his queen, and the whole court. From this time, the Princefs Badoura grew more and more in King Armanos’s elteem, and affec- tion, governing the kingdom to his and his people’s ( content, peaceably and profperoufly. While thefe things were tranfafttng in the court of JOL. 11, x 
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the ifle of Ebene, Prince Camaralzman ftaid in the cil of the idolaters with the gardener, who had offered hii his houfe for a retreat till the (hip failed for that iflanc One morning when the prince was up early, and j he ufed to do, was preparing to work in the garden, th gardener hindered him, faying. This day is a great feft' val among the idolaters, and becaufe they abftain fror work themfelves, to fpend the time in their abominabl myfteries, and public rejoicings, they will not let th Muflulmen work ; who, to gain their favour, generall' affift at their (hows, which are worth feeing : Where fore there is nothing for you to do to-day ; I leave yot here, and the time approaching in which the {hip ufej to fail for the ifle of Ebene, I will go to fome of m3 friends, and know when it will depart, and fecure yot a paffage in it. The gardener put on his beft clothe^ and went to the fcaft. When Prince Camaralzaman was alone, inftead oi going out to take part in the public joy of the city, th« folitude he was in brought to his mind, with more vio j lence, the lofs of his dear princefs. He walked up an<s down the garden, fighing and groaning, till the noifel ■which two birds made on a neighbouring tree tempted? him to lift up his head, and ftop to fee what was the! matter. I Camaralzaman was furprifed to behold a battle be-i tween thefe two birds, fighting with their beaks, andj that in a very little while one of them fell down dead at; the root of a tree ; the bird that was vidtorious took; wing again, and flew away. In an inttant, two other large birds, that had feen the fight at a diftance, came from the other fide of the gar- den, and pitched on the ground, one at the feet and the other at the head of the dead bird: They looked upon it fome time fhaking their heads, as if they were grieved pt the death of their departed friend ; after which they dug a grave with their talons, and interred the defundt. When they had filled up the grave with the earth they had turned up to make it, they flew away, aud re-* 
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irned in a few minutes, bringing with them the bird iat had committed the murder, the one holding one : her wings in his beak, and the other'one of her legs } e criminal all the while crying out in a doleful man- :r, and Itruggling to efcape. They carried him to the •ave of the bird which he had lately facrificed to his ige, and there they made a facrifice of him to the manes ’the dead bird; and ftriking him often with their beaks* : laft they killed the murderer: They then opened his elly, tore out his entrails, left his body on the place nburied, and away they flew. Camaralzaman remained in a great aftoniihment all re time that he flood beholding this fight. He drew ear the tree where this fcene had been a&ed, and caft- ig his eyes on the fcattered entrails of the bird that was ift killed, he fpied fomething red hanging out of his ody; he took it up, and found it was his beloved Prin- efs Badoura’s talifman, which had colt him fo much ains and forrow, and fo many fighs, lince the bird, jatched it out of his hand. Ah ! cruel, faid he to him- :lf, (till looking on the bird, thou tookeft delight in do- ag mifchief, fo I have the lefs reafon to complain o£ hat vvhich thou didft to me: But by how much the reater it was, by fo much the more do I with well to hofe that revenged my quarrel on thee, in punifhing hee for the murder of one of their and thy own kind. Itisimpoflible to exprefs Prince Camaralzaman’sjoy ; )ear princefs, continued he to himfelf, this happy mi-, ute, which reftores to me atreafure that is fo precious 0 thee, is without doubt a prefage of our meeting again, ,nd perhaps fooner than I think of. Thank Heaven who fent me this good fortune, and jives me hope of the greateft felicity that my heart can lelire. Saying this, he kiffed the talifman, wrapped it up in 1 ribbon, and tied it carefully about his arm. Until jow he had been almoft every night a ftranger to refl, 313 troubles always keeping him awake ; but the next Bight he flept foundly; He fofe fomewhat later the next 
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morning than he ufed to do, put on his working clothe* and went to the gardener for orders what he fhould g< about: The good man bid him root up an old tree whicl flood in fuch a place, and was decaying. Camaralzaman took, an ax, and began his work ; cut ting off a branch of the root, he found his ax ftrucl againfl fomething that relifted the blow, and made a roife : He turned up the earth, and difcovered a broac plate of brafs, under which wasaftair-cafe often fteps He went down, and at the bottom faw a cave of abova fix yards fquare, with fifty brafs urns placed in ordei around it, each with a cover to it; Reopened them all, one after another, and there was not one of them which was not full of gold duft. He came out of the cave; rejoicing that he had found fuch a vaft treafure. He put the brafs plate on the flair-cafe, and rooted up the tree againft the gardener’s coming to fee what he ha<| done. The gardener had learned the day before, that the fhip which was bound for the ifle of Ebene would fail in a few days, but the certain time was not yet fixed ; His friend promifed to let him know the day if he called upon him on the morrow; and whileCamaralzaman wssj rooting up the tree, he went to have his anfwer. He returned with a joyful countenance, by which the prince gueffed he brought him good news. Son, faid the old man (fo he always called him on account of the differ-i ence between his age and the prince’s youth), be joyfulj and prepar-e to embark in three days, the fhip will there certainly fet fail. L have taken paffage for you, and’ agreed upon the price with the captain. In the condition I am at prefent, replied Camaralza-j man, you could not bring me more agreeable news ; and in return, I have alfo tidings that will be as welcome to you ; come along with me, and you fhall fee what^ good fortune Heaven has in flore for you. The prince led the gardener to the place where he, had rooted up the tree, fhowed him the way into the. Save, and, when he was there, led him to fee what a trea- \ 
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fure he had difcovered, thanking Providence for reward- ing his virtue, and the pains he had been at for fo many years. How, replied the gardener, do you imagine I will take thefe riches as mine which you found out ? The pro- perty of them is yours; Ihave no right to them. Forfour- fcore years, for fo long my father has been dead, I have done nothing butdug in this garden,and could not difco- ver this treafure, which is a lign it was deitined for you by fate, or Heaven had revealed it to me. It agrees with your quality as a prince, and fuits your age too better than mine ; I am old, and have one foot in the grave, and canhot tell what to do with fo much wealth : Pro- vidence has bellowed it upon you at a time when you are returning to that country which will one day be your own, where you may make a good ufe of it for the ad- vantage of yourfeif and the people over whom you are to reign. Prince Camaralzaman would not be outdone in ge- nerotity by the gardener; they had a long difpute about who diould refute it, for neither of them would have it from the other. At laft the prince folemnly protelted that he would have none of it, unlefs the gardener would divide it with him, and take the half. The good man contented to it to pleafe the prince ; fo they part- ed it between them, and each had twenty-live urns. Having thus divided it, Son, faid the gardener to the prince, it is not enough that you have got this treafure, we mull now contrive how to carry it fo privately aboard the ihip that nobody may know any thing o£ the matter, otherwife you will run the nik of loiiug it. There are no olives in the ilk of Ebene ; thofe that are exported hence are a good commodity there ; You know 1 have plenty of them, take what you will; fill fifty pots, half with the gold dull, and half with olives, which being a common merchandife from this city to that ifland, none will miltrult there is any thing but i olives in the pots. The counfel was good, and Camara'zaman followed 1 it. The reP of the day was taken up by him and ths x i 
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old man, in packing up the gold and the olives in the fifty pots, and the prince *, fearing the talifman fhould come by any ill accident again, carefully put it up in one of the pots, marking it with a particular mark, to diltinguifh it from the others. When they were all ready to be fhipped,the prince retired into the garden- er’s hut with him, and difeourfing together, he related to him the battles of the birds, with the circumftance of that adventure, in which he had found the Princefs Badoura’s talifman. The gardener was equally fur- prifed and joyful to hear it, knowing what trouble the prince had been at for the lofs of it. Whether the old man was quite worn out with age, or had fpent himfelf too much that day, the gardener had a very bad night’s reft ; he grew wprfe the next day, and on the third day, when the prince was ready to embark, was fo bad, that it w'as plain he iVas nigh his end. As foon as day broke, the captain-of the ftiip came in perfon with feveral fea- men to the gardener’s : they knocked at the garden door, and Camaralzaman opened it to them : They alk- ed him w’here the paflenger was that was to go u'ith him ? The prince anfwered, I am he : the gardener who agreed with you for my paftage is lick, and cannot be fpoke with ; Come in, and let your men carry thefe pots of olives, and a few other things, aboard for me : | will only take leave of the gardener, and follow/ you to the w’ater fide. The feamen took up the pots and the baggage, and the captain bid the prince make hafte, the u'ind being fair, and they ftaid for nothing but him. When the captain and his men were gone, Camaral- zaman went to the gardener to take his leave of him, ami thank him for all his good offices; but he found him in the agonies of death, and had fcarce time to bid him rehearfe the articles of his faith, which all good Mutfulmen ufed to do before they die. The gardenerdid what he could towards it, and expired in his prefence. 

* This incident is alfo much the fame with one in the ro- mance of Peter of Provence, and the fair Magufionnas 
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The prince, being obliged to haften his departure, was at a lofs what te do ; he was afraid he ftiould lofe his voyage if he ftaid, and was loth to leave bis dead benefadtor without paying him the lail duty of a friend according to their law. He wafhed him, buried him in his own garden (for the Mahometans had no church- yard in the city of the idolaters, where they were only tolerated), and though he did it as fall as he could, ha- ving nobody to aflift him, it was almoft night before he had put him in the ground ; but as foon as he had done it, he ran to the water fide, carrying with him the key of the garden, defigning, if he had time, to give it to the landlord ; otherwife to depofit it in fome trufty perfon’s hand before witndTes, that he might have it after he was gone. When he came to the port, he was told the fhip failed feveral hours before he came, and was already out of fight. It ftaid three hours for him; and the wind ftanding fair, the captain durft not ftay longer. It is eafy to imagine that Prince Camaralzaman was exceedingly grieved to be forced to ftay in that country a year longer, where he neither had, nor was willing to have, any acquaintance. It was a fad thing to him to think that he muft wait another twelvemonth for the opportunity he had loft ; but what was the greateft af- {lidtion to him of all, was his milling the Princefs Ba- doura’s talifman, which he gave over for loft. The only courfe that was left him to take was, to return to the garden from whence he came, to rent it of the landlord, and to go on with his gardening, that he might by him- felf deplore his miftry and misfortunes. He hired a boy to help him to do fome part of the drudgery ; and that he might not lofe thf other half of the treafure, which came to him by the death of the gardener, who died without heirs, he put the gold duft in other fifty pots of olives to be ready againft the Drip’s return, and making the fame voyage. While Prince Camaralzaman began another year of labour, forrow, and impatience, the ftiip, having a fait 
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wind, failed before him to the ifle of Ebene, where, in due time, ftie arrived at the capital city. The palace royal being by the fea-fide, the new king, or rather the Princefs Badoura, fpying the ihip as fhe wag entering into the port, alked what vefiel it was?, She was anfwered, that it came from the city of the idolaters, from whence it ufed to come every year about that time, and generally was richly laden. The princefs, who had always Piince Camaralzaman in her mind, amidft the glories of her palace and power, imagined the prince might be aboard; on which thought the refolved, fince it might be fo, to go aboard the ihip and meet him, not to difcover herfelf to him (for the queftioned if he would know her again), but to obferve him, and take proper meafures for their making them- felves mutually known. Her pretence was, to fee what merchandift was aboard, to have the tirft fight of the goods, and choofe the moft valuable for herfelf. She commanded a hoife to be brought her; the mounted and rode to the port, accompanied by feveral officers,, who w'ere waiting upon her at that time ; and arrived at the port juft as the captain came affiore. She ordered him to be brought before her, and alked whence he came, how long he had been on his voyage, and what good or bad fortune he had met with in it, if he had no 1 ftranger of quality aboard, and with what his ihip was laden ? ij The captain gave a frtisfadtory anfwer to all her de- . mands ; and as to paifengers, aifured her there were : 

none but merchants in his ihip, who ufed to come every year, and bring rich fluffs from feveral parts of the world to trad£ with; calicoes, ftained or unftained, diamonds, mulk, ambergris, camphire, civet, fpices, drugs, and olives. * The Princefs Badoura loved olives extremely : when , ihe heard the captain fpeak of them, Land them, fays ; Ihe ; I will take them off your hands. As to the oth .r | goods, let the merchants bring them to me, and let me ' 
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tee them before they difpofe of them, or fliow them to i my one. The captain, taking her for the king of the ifle of il Ebene, replied, Sir, there are fifty pots of olives, but they belong to a merchant whom I was forced to leave j! jehind : I gave him notice that I] ftaid for him, but : he not coming feveral hours afterwards, and the wind : prefenting, I was afrajd of lofing it, and fo fet fail. The princefs anfwercd, It is no matter, bring them afhore, a we will drive a bargain for them however. The captain fent his boat aboard, and in a little time : it returned with the pots of olives. The princefs de- , manded how much the fifty pots might be worth in the < ifle of Ebene. Sir, fays the captain, the merchant is very 15 poor, and your majefty will not pay too dear if you give . him 1000 pieces of filver. To fatisfy him, replied the princefs, and becaufc you tell me he is poor, 1 will order you 1000 pieces of gold !! for him, which do you take care to give him. The ■: money was accordingly paid, and the pots carried to i, the palace. Night drawing on, the princefs withdrew into the i inner palace, and went to the Princefs Haiatalnefous’s c apartment, ordering the olives to be brought thither; fhe opened one to let the Princefs Haiatalnefous tafte » them, and to tafte them herfelf. Great was her afto- : nifhment when fhe found the olives were mingled with gold duft. What can this mean ! fays fhe, it is won- . derful beyond comprehenfion. Her curiofity increafing 

; by fo extraordinary an adventure, fhe ordered Haiatal- j nefous’s women to open and empty all the pots in her prefence ; and her wonder was ftill greater, when fhe faw that the olives in all of them were mixed with gold duft ; , but when fhe faw her talifman drop out of that in which the prince had put it, fhe was fo furprifed, that : fhe fwooned away. The Princefs Haiatalnefous and her women brought the Princefs Badoura to life again, by throwing cold water on her fa^e. When fhe reco- vered her fenfes, fhe took the talifman, and kifled it 
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again and again ; but not being willing that the Pfin-1 cefs Haiatalntfous’s women ftiould hear what fhe faid, and it growing late, (lie difxnilFed them. Princefs, fays Ihe to Haiatalnefous, as foon as they were gone, you who have heard my ftory, to be fure guefled it was I at the fight of the talifman that I fwooned. This is it, j and the fatal caufe of my lofing my dear hufband. Prince Camaralzaman ; but as it was that which caufed our reparation, fo I forefee it will be the means of our ' fudden meeting. The next day, as foon as it was light, fhe fent for the captain of the flop, and, when he came, fpoke to him thus; I want to know fomething more of the mer- chant to whom the olives belong that I bought of you > yefterday ; I think you told me you left him behind you in the city of the idolaters j can you tell me what he does there ? Yes, Sir, replied the captain, I can fpeak on my own i knowledge, and affine your majefty what 1 fay is truth ; I agreed for his paflage with a gardener, a very I old man, who told me 1 fhould find him in his garden < where he worked under him ; fo he fhowed me the : 

place, and I went thither to call him, where I found i what the gardener faid to be true ; and for that reafon j I told your majtfty he was poor; I told him what hafte I I was in, fpoke to him myfelf, and cannot be miftaken « in the man. If what you fay is true, replied the Princefs Badou- i' ra, you mult fet fail this very day for the city of the ido- ^ liters, and fetch me that gardener’s man, who is my j debtor, elfe I will not only confifcate all your and your | merchants’ goods, but your and their lives ihall anfwer for his ; I have ordered my feal to be put on the ware- j houfe where they are, which (hall not be taken off till j you bring me that man : This is all I have to fay to you ; go, and do as I command you. The captain could make no reply to this order, though the obeying it was a very great lofs to him and his merchants; He acquainted them with it; and they 
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ill confidering that to lofe their goods and their lives would be much greater, hltftened him away as faft as :hty could. They fet all hands at work to load pro- rifions and frelh water for his voyage back, and were To diligent that he was ready to fail before night. Ac- cordingly he weighed anchor, and made for the city of die idolaters, where he arrived in a fhort time, wind and weather favouring him all the way. When he was got is near the city as he thought convenient, he would not caft anchor, but let the fhip ride off thore ; and going into his boat with as many hands as he wanted, he land- ed a little way off the port/ whence he went diredtly to Camaralzaman’s garden. Though it was about midnight when he came there, the prince was not afltep. His reparation from the fair princefs of China, his wife, afflidted him after its ufual manner, and he lay waking to bemoan his ill fortune. He curfed the minute in which his curiofity tempted him to touch the fatal girdle. Thus did he pafs thofe hours which are devoted to •eft, and was in thefe mournful meditations when he leatd fcmebody knock at the garden-door ; he ran haf- :ily to open it, half-dreffed as he was; and he had no boner done it, but the captain and his feamen took hold >f him, and carried him by force aboard the boat, and 0 on fhip-board, where, as foon as he was fafe, they fet ‘ail immediately, and made the heft of their way to the fie of Ebene. Hitherto Camaralzaman, the captain, and his men, rad not faid a word to one another ; at laft, the prince jroke filence, and afked the captain, whom he knew igain, why they had taken him away by force? The :aptain in his turn demanded of the prince whether he vas not a debtor to the king of Ebene ? I the king of Sbene’s debtor, replied Camaralzaman in amazement; 1 do not know him ; I had never any thing to do with aim in my life, and never fet foot in his kingdom. The uaptain anfweied, You fhould know that better than 1; 
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you will talk to him yourfelf in a little while, but, till then, ftay here and have patience. The captain was not long on his voyage back to thei ifle of Ebene. Though it was night when he caft an- chor in the port, he landed immediately, and taking] Prince Camaralzaman with him, haftened to the palacej; where he demanded to be introduced to the king. The Princefs Badoura was withdrawn into the inner palace : However, as foon as the had heard of the cap- tain’s return, and Camaralzaman’s arrival, the camei forth to fpeak to him. As foon as the caft her eyes on; the prince, Ihe knew the man for whom ihe had fhed; fo many tears, who was in his gardener’s habit. Aa? for the prince, who trembled in the prefence of a king, as he thought, to whom he was to .anfwer for ani imaginary debt, it could not enter into his thoughts! that the perfon whom he fo earneftly defired to fee] flood before him. 'If the princefs had followed the didtates of her inclination, Ihe would have run to him^ and, by embracing, difcovered herfelf-to him ; but ihe put a conftraint on herfelf, believing that it was for both their interefts that ihe fliould adt the part of a king a little longer before ihe made herfelf known : She contented hetfelf for the prefent to put him into the hands of an officer, who was then in waiting, charging him to take care of him, and ufe him well till! next day. When the Princefs Badoura had provided for Prince Camaralzaman’s entertainment, ihe turned about to the captain, whom ihe was now to gratify for the import, ant fervice he had done her. She commanded another officer to go immediately and take the feal off th< warehoufe where his and his merchants’ goods were, which ihe difcharged; ihe alfo gave the matter of the; vtffel a jewel worth much more than the expenie ha5 had been at in both his voyages: She befidcs bid him keep the thoufand pieces of gold ihe had given himfoi the pots of olives, telling him ihe would make up the 
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>ccount with the merchant whom he had brought with lim. This done, ihe retired to the princefs of the ifle of Ebene’s apartment, to whom Ihe communicated her oy, praying her to keep the fecret ftill. She told her low Ihe intended to manage his and her difcovering hemfelves to each other, and to the kingdom ; adding, here was fo vaft a diftance between a gardener and a ;reat prince as he is, that it may be dangerous to raife lim at once from the lowed condition of the people to .he higheft degree, though it is but juftice it fliould be done. The princefs of the ifle of Ebene was fo far from ictraying her, that Ihe rejoiced with her, and entered nto the defign ; afluring her Ihe would contribute to it ill that lay in her power, and do whatever Hie would iefire of her to ferve them. The next morning the princefs of China ordered Prince Camaralzaman to be conducted to the royal baths, and then apparelled in the robes of an emir, or jovernor of a province. She then w'ent to the coun- :il, with the name, habit, and authority of the king of he ifle of Ebene. She commanded Camaralzaman to be introduced ; and his fine mien and majeftic air drew til the eyes of the lords there prefent upon him. The Princefs Badoura herfelf was charmed to fee urn again as lovely as (he had often feen him, and that ileafure infpired her to fpeak the more warmly in his iraife. When Ihe addrefled herfelf to the council, ha- ving ordered the prince to take his feat among the :mirs, (lie fpoke to them thus ; My lords, Camaralza- nan; the man whom 1 have advanced to the fame dig- nity with you, is not unworthy the honour that is done lim. 1 have known enough of him in my travels to mfwer for him, and 1 can aifure you he wdl make his nerit known to all of you, as well by his valour as by 1 tboufand other fhinmg qualities, which diftinguiih him from the reft of mankind. 1 Camaralzaman was extremely amazed to hear the ling of the ifle of Ebene, whom he was far from ta- tol. 11, r 
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king for a woman, much lefs for his dear princefs^ name him, and declare that he knew him, who, as he. thought, was certain he had never feen him before in his life; and he was much more furprifed when he. heard him praife him fo excefiively. However, thofe; praifes, exceffive as they were, did not confound him,i though they came from the mouth of a king : He re-] ceived them with fuch modefty as (bowed that he de-i ferved them, and did not grow vain upon it. He proJ ftrated himfelf before the thrbne of the king, and then! riling again. Sir, faid he, I want words to exprefs my] gratitude to your majetty for the honour you have done ] me : I ihall do all that lies in my power to render my- felf worthy of your royal favour. From the council-board the prince was condudted to a palace which the Princefs Badoura had ordered to be fitted up for him ; where he found officers and domettics ready to obey his commands, a ftable full of fine horfes, and every thing fuitable to the quality of an emir. When he was in his clofet, the fteward of his houfehold brought him a cheft full of gold for his ex- penfes. The lefs he conceived how it came about that he met. with fo much good fortune, the more he admired at it, never once imagining that he owed it to the princefs of China. Two or three days after, the Princefs Badoura made him lord-treafurer, which office became lately vacant, that he might be nearer her perfon. He behaved him- felf in his new charge with fo much integrity, a; d was i fo obliging to every body, that he not only gained the ; friendlhip of the great, but alfo the affedlions of the: people, by his uprightnefs and bounty. Camaralzaman had been the happieft man in the world, being the reigning favourite of the king of the ifle of Ebene, and in the efteem of all his fubjedts, if he had had his ptincefs with him. In the midft of his good fortune he never ceafed lamenting her, and grie- ving that he could hear no tidings of her, efpecially ity 
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t country where the rauft neceflarily have come in her vay to his father’s court, and have arrived long before, lad the met with no ill accident by the way. He had niftrufted fomething, had the Princefs Badoura ftill -one by the name of Camaralzaman, which the took vith his habit; but on her acceflien to the throne, Ihe :hanged it to take that of Armanos, in honour of the >ld king her father-in-law. There were very few cour- iers who knew that Ihe had ever been called CamaraU ;aman, which Ihe affumed when Ihe arrived at the court >f the ifle of Ebene ; nor had Camaralzaman fo much icquaintance with any of them yet, to inform himfelf urther of her hiftory. The princefs fearing he might do it in time, and dc- iring that he ihould owe the difeovery of herfelf to lerfclf only, refolved to put an end to her torments and lis; for Ihe had obferved that as often as Ihe difeour- ed with him about the affairs of his office, he fetched liich deep fighs as could be addreffed to nobody but rer. She herfelf lived in fuch a conflraint that fhe could :ndure it no longer. Add to this, the friendfhip of the :mirs and courtiers, with the zeal and affedtion of the people. In a word, everything contributed to herput- ting the crown of the ifle of Ebene on his head, with- aut any obftacle. The Princefs Badoura confulted the Princefs Haiatal- lefous in this, as fhe had done in the other parts of the idventure, and they both agreeing to have it done, he one day took Prince Camaralzaman afide, faying, 1 mult talk with you about an affair, Camaralzaman, in which I want your advice ; it will not be fo proper to do it by day-light, for our difeourfe may be long, and I would not be obferved ; Come hither in the even- ing ; do not let us wait for you ; I will take care to pro- vide you a bed. Camaralzaman punctually went to the place at the hour appointed by the princefs: She took him with her into the inner apartment, and having told the chief eunuch, who prepared to follow her, flie had no oc- 
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cafion for his fervicfc, and that he rtiould only keep the' door fliut, (he carried him into a private apartment ad-5 joining to the Princefs Haiatalnefous’s, where (he ufed to lie. When (he entered the chamber, where there was a bed, (lie (hut the door, and taking the talifman out of her pocket, gave it to Camaralzaman, faying. It is not long (ince an aftrologer prefented me with this talifman ; you being (kilful in all things, pray tell me what it is good for ? Camaralzaman took the talifman, and drew near a lamp to view it. As foon as he knew it was the prin- cefs’s, he was tranfported with pleafure, and (he was no ^ lefs pleafed to fee it. Sir, faid the prince, your majefty 1 alked me what this talifman is good for. Oh, king! it; is only good to kill me with grief and defpair, if I do not | fuddenly find the moft charming and lovely princefs in the world to whom it belongs, whofe lofs l was the oc- cafion of, and of a ftrange adventure to me, the very 1 recital of which will move your majefty to pity fuch an j unfortunate hufband and lover, if you would have pa- tience to hear it. You (hall tell me that another time, replied the prin- cefs, I am very glad I know fomething of it already ; ftay here a little, and I will return to you in a moment. At thefe words (he went into her clofet, put off- her royal turban, and in a few minutes drefled herfelf like a woman ; and having the girdle round her, which (he had on the day of their feparation, (he entered the chamber. Prince Camaralzaman immediately knew his dear princefs, ran to her, and tenderly embraced her, crying out, Ah! how much am 1 obliged to the king, who has fo agreeably furprifed me. Do not expedt to fee the king any more, replied the princefs with tears in her eyesr” Let us fit down, and I will explain this enig- ma to you. They fat down, and the princefs told the prince the refolution (he came to in the field where they encamped 
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the laft time they were together, as foon as fhe percei- ved the waited for him to no purpofe : How flie went through with it till fhe arrived at the ifle of Eber.e, where fhe had been obliged to marry the princefs Haia- talnefous, and accept of the crown, which King Arma- nos offered her as one of the conditions of the mar- riage s How the princefs, whofe merit fhe highly ex- tolled, took her declaration of her fex ; and how the found the talifman in the pot of olives, mingled with the gold dull, which fhe bought, and the finding it was the caufe of her fending for him to the city of the ido- laters. When fhe had done telling her adventure, fhe obliged the prince to tell his : He informed her how the talif. man occafioned their reparation, and the reft of the ftory relating to him, as 1 have already told it. They then bemoaned one another’s ill fortune, and rejoiced in their good ; he complained of her with the molt kind expreffions love could invent, chiding her tenderly for her making him languifh fo long without her. She excufed herfelf with the reafons I have already related: after which, it growing late, they went to bed. The Princefs Badoura and Prince Camaralzaman rofe next morning as foon as it was light, but the prin- cefs would no more put on her royal robes as king j fhe dreffed herfelf in her natural drefs, that of a woman, and then fent the chief eunuch to King Armanos, her father-in-law, to defire he would give himfelfthe trouble to come to her apartment. When the king entered the chamber, he was amazed to fee a lady there, who was unknown to him, and the lord-treafurer with her, to whom it was not permitted to come within the inner palace, nor to any of the lords of the court. He fat down, and afked where the king was? The princefs anfwered, Yefterday, I was king, Sir, and to-day I am only princels of China, wife to the true Prince Camaralzaman, the true fon of King Schah- zaman. If your majefty will have patience to hear both 
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our hiftories, I hope you will not condemn me for put- ting an innocent deceit upon you. The king bid her go on, and heard her difcourfe from the beginning to the end with aftonifhment. The princefs, finilhing it,, faid to him, Sir, though our religion does notfufFer men , to have more wives than one, without fome fort of fcandal, and we women do not eafily comply with the cuftom men have' introduced to have feveral, yet if your majefty will give your confent to give your daugh- ter, the Princefs Haiatalnefous, in marriage to the Prince Camaralzaman, I will, with all my heart, yield up to her the rank and quality of queen, which of right be- longs to her, and content myfelf with the fecond place after her: If this precedence was not her due, I would, however, give it her, being obliged to her for keeping the fecret fo faithfully as (lie has done. If your majefty approves of it, I am fure fhe will; and I will pafs my word, that fhe lhall obey you with joy. King Armanos liftened to the princefs with admira- tion, and when fhe had done, turned about to Prince Camaralzaman, faying, Son, fmcethe Princefs Badoura, your wife, whom I have all along thought to be my fon-in-law, through a deceit, of which I do not com- plain, affures me, that fhe will divide your bed with my daughter, I have nothing more to do, but to know of you if you are willing to marry her, and accept of the crown, which the Princefs Badoura would defervedly wear as long as fhe lived, if fhe did not quit it out of love to you. Sir, replied Prince Camaraizaman, though I defire nothing fo earneftly as to fee my father, yet the obligations I have to your majefty and the Princefs Haiatalnefous are fo weighty, 1 cannot deny you any thing that is in my power. Camaralzaman was pro- plaimed king, and married the fame day with all poffible fJemonftrations of joy; he being very well pleafed with the Princefs Haiatalnefous’s beauty, and love for him. The two queens lived together afterwards as friendly as they had done before, both being contented with 
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[Ling Camaralzaman’s equal carriage towards them, ind they alternately were taken to his bed. The next year, each brought him a fon at the fame time, and the birth of the two princes was celebrated with extraordinary feaftings: The firft, which the Prin- :efs Badoura was delivered of, King Camaralzaman :alled Amgrad, (moft glorious); and the other, which was born of Queen Haiatalnefous, Aflad, (moft happy). 

The Story of the two Princes, A mgrad and Assad. 
THE two princes were brought up with great care; and when they were old enough, had the fame gover- nor, and the fame matters for the arts and fciences. King Camaralzaman would have them learn them, and that they fhould have each the fame, matter for each exercife. The friendlhip which, from their infancy, they entered into, occafioned an uniformity of manners and inclinations, which increafed with their years. When they were of years to keep each a feparate court, they loved one another fo tenderly that they begged King Camaralzaman to let them live together: He con- fented to it; fo they had the fame officers, the fame do- meftics, the fame lodging, and the fame table. Cama- ralzaman had fo good an opinion of their capacity and juftice, that he made no fcruple of admitting them into his council at eighteen years old, and letting them, by turns, prefide there, while he gave himfelf the diverfion of hunting, or recreated himfelf with his queens at his houfes of pleafure. The two princes being equally handfome, both in their infancy, and now they were grown up, the two queens loved them with incredible tendernefs, in fuch a mannef, however, that the Princefs Badoura had a greater kindnefs for Prince Aflad, Queen Haiatalnefous’s fon, than for her own •, and Queen Haiatalnefous loved Amgrad, the Princefs Badoura’a fon, better than her own fon Aflad. The two queens thought at firft this inclination was nothing but a friendftrip which proceeded from an ex* 
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cefs of their own for each other, which they ftill prefer- vtd : But as the two princes advanced in years, that friendfhip turned to a violent love; when the grace! that appeared in their youth blinded their reafon. They knew how criminal their paffion was, they did all they could to refift it, and all they did proved in vain. They were accuftomed to be familiar with them, to admire, to praife, to kifs, and carets them from their infancy, and could not leave it when they grew up, which in- flamed their defires to fuch a height, that they could neither eat, nor drink, nor fleep. It was their and the princes’ ill fortune that the latter, being ufed to be fb treated by them, had not the leaft fufpicion of their in- famous defires. The two queens had not made each other a confident of the fecret of their paffion, nor had the boldnefs to tell each the prince fire loved, by word of mouth, the guilty flame with which fhe burnt: they at laft refolved to do it by billet, and made ufe of King Camaralza- man’s abfence to execute their wicked defign, when he was gone a-hunting, which would take him up three or four days. Prince Amgrad prefided at the council-table the day ' of King Camaralzaman’s departure, and heard caufts till three or four o’clock in the afternoon. When he returned to the palace from the council-chamber, an eunuch took him afide, and gave him a billet from Queen Haiatalnefous : Amgrad took it and read it with horror. Traitor, fays he to the eunuch, as foon as he had read it through, is this the fidelity thou oweft thy matter and thy king ? At thele words be drew his fabre, and cut off his head. Having done this, he ran in hafte to the Princefs Ba- doura, his mother, bearing his refentment ftill in his looks, (bowed her the billet, told her the contents of it, and from whom it came s but mflead of hearkening ta it, fhe fell into a paffion herfelf, and faid, Son, it is ail a calumny and impofture * Queen Haiatalnefous is a very difereet princefs, and you are-very bold to talk to 
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ic after this rate. The prince was enraged at his me- tier to hear her fpeak fo of him : You are both bad like, fays he, and had it not been for the refpedt I owe ly father, this day fliould have been the latt of Haia- alnefous’s life. Queen Badoura might have imagined, by the c/ample f her fon Amgrad, that Prince Aifad, who was as vir- uous as the other, would not be pleafed with fuch a leclaration of love as had been made to his brother: yet hat did not hinder her perlifting in fo abominable a lelign. She wrote him a billet the next day, which (he rufted with an old woman belonging to the palace to :onvey to him. The old woman watched her opportunity, and gave t him as he was coming from the council-chamber, where he prefided that day in his turn ; The prince 00k it, and reading it, fell into fuch a fury, that, with- >ut finilhing it, he drew his fabre, and punilhed the old woman as ihe deferved. He ran prefently to his mo- :her Queen Haiatalnefous’s apartment with the billet n his hand ; he would have (hown it to her, but Ihe did lot give him time, crying out, I know what you would lave with me ; you are as impertinent as your brother Amgrad; fobe gone, and never come into my prefence agam. Aflfad flood as one thunderftruck at thefe words, of which he could not comprehend the meaning. When he recollected himfelf, he was fo tranfported with rage, that he had like to have given very fatal demonftrations of his anger ; but he contained himfelf, and withdrew without making any reply, fearing, if he ftaid, he might fay fomething or other unworthy the greatnefs of his foul. Amgrad had put the fame conftraint on himfelf; and guefling by his mother’s carriage, that (he was al- together as criminal as Queen Haiatalnefous, he went to his brother to chide him for not communicating that hated fecret to him, and to mingle his forrow with Affad’s. The two queens grew defperate when they found fo 
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much virtue in the two princes; and inftead of reform J ing themfelves by it, they renounced all fentiments of mothers and nature, and confpired together to de-i ftroy them ; They made their women believe the twrf princes had attempted to ravilh them. They counterJ feited the matter to the life by their tears, cries, and curfes; and lay in the fame bed, as if the refiftance they* had made had wafted them fo much that they were aid moft at death’s door. When Camaralzaman returned to the palace from hunting, he was very much furprifed to find them a-bed together, all in tears, adting the part of defponding la- dies fo well, that he was touched with compaflion t He alked them with earneftnefs what had happened to them ? At this queftion the diflembling queens wept and groaned more bitterly than before; and after he had prefled them again and again to tell him, Queen Ba- doura at laft anfwered him thus : Sir, our grief is fo ex- traordinary and fo juft, that we ought not to fee the light of the fun, nor live a day, after the violence that has been offered us by the princes your fons : their bru- tality has been fuch, that they entered into a horrid de- fign in your abfence, and had the boldnefs and infolence to make attempts upon our honour: Your majefty will excufe us from faying any more ; you may guefs the reft by our afflidtion. The king fent for the two princes, and had killed them both with his own hand, if old King Armanos, his father-in-law, who was by, bad not held his hand ; Son, faid he, what are you going to do ? Will you ftain your hands and your palace with your own blood ? There are other ways of punilhing them if they are really guilty. He endeavoured thus to appeafe him, and defired him to examine the matter, and fee whether they did in- deed commit the crime of which they were accufed. It was now a hard thing for Camaralzaman to be fo much matter of himfelf as not to butcher his own chil- r«n; He ordered them to be put under arreft, and fent for 
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n emir called Giendar, whom he commanded to carry- hem out of the city and put them to death, as far off, nd in what place hepleafed ; but-not to fee him again, nlefs he brought their clothes with him as a token of is having executed his orders. Giendar travelled with them all night, and early next lorning made them alight, telling them, with tears, the ruel commands he had received. Believe me, princes, dd he, it is next to death to me to obey your father, vho chofe me to execute what he ordered concerning ou ; wquld to Heaven I could avofd it. The princes eplied, Do your duty : we know well enough you are lot the caufe of our deaths, and pardon you freely for it. Then they embraced, and bid each other adieu with b much tendernefs, that it was a long time before they :ould leave one another’s arms. Prince Alfad was the firft vho prepared himfelf for the fatal ftroke. Begin with me, Jiendar, faid he, that I may not have the trouble to fee ny dear brother Amgrad die. Amgrad oppofed him in t; and Giendar could not, without weeping more than sefore, be witnefs of this difpute between them, which bowed how perfect and fincere their friendlhip was. They, in the end, thus determined the conteft, de- iring Giendar to tie them together, and put them in he moft convenient pofture for him to kill them both it one blow. Do not refufe two unfortunate brothers he poor comfort of dying together, faid the generous winces ; for all things, even our innocence, are in com- non between us. Giendar agreed to it, and, as they defired, tied them o each other, breaft to breaft, clofe ; and when he had ilaced them fo as he thought he might ftrike the blow (vith the more furety, to anfwer their requeft, and cut off their heads at once, he alked them if they had any thing to command him before they died ? ; We have only one thing to ddire of you, replied the winces, which is, to affure our father at your return hat we are innocent; but do not charge him with owr 
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deaths, knowing he is not well informed of the truth ol the crime which'we are acculed of. Giendar promifed to do what they would have him, and drew his fabre ; his horfe, being tied to a tree juft * by, ftartled at the fight of the fabre which glittered againft the fun, broke his bridle, and ran away with all fpeed into the country. Giendar fet a great price upon him, for it was a very good horfe, and was befides fo richly harnefled, that the emir could not well bear the lofs of him. This ac- cident fo troubled him, that, inftead of beheading the two princes, he threw away his fabre, and ran after hi* horfe to catch him again if he could. The horfe galloped on before him, and led him feve- ral miles out of his way into a wood: Giendar followed him, and the horfe’s neighing roufed a Hon that was alleep not far off. The lion darted up, and, inftead of running after the horfe, made diredtly towards Giendar, who thought no more of his beaft, but how to fave his life, and avoid the lion. He ran into the thickeft of the wood, the lion purfuing him with more eafe than he took his flight. Driven to this extremity, he faid to himfelf, Heaven had not punilhed me in this manner,, but to Ihow the innocence of the princes whom i was commanded to put to death, and now, to my misfortune, I have not my fabre to defend myfelf. While Giendar was g*ne, the two princes were feized with a violent thirft, occafioned by the fear of death, notwithftanding their noble refolution to fubmit to the king their father’s cruel order. Prince Amgrad (bowed the prince his brother a foun- tain not far off. Ah, brother, fays Affad, we have fo little while to live, what reed have we to quench our thirft ? We can bear it a few minutes longer. Amgrad, taking no notice of his brother’s remon- ftrance, unbound himfelf, and unbound his brother whether he would or not. They went to the fountain, and having refielhed themfclves, heard the roaring of the lion, that, in purfuit of his prey, was come to the 
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end of the wood near where the prircea were. They alfo heard Giendar’s dreadful cries ; at which Amgrad took, up Giendar’s fabre which lay on the ground, faying to Affad, Come, brother, let us go help poor Giendar, perhaps we may come ibon enough to deliver him from the danger in which he now is. The two princes ran to the wood, and entered it juft as the lion was going to fall on Giendar. The bead, feeing Prince Amgrad advan‘'-'ng towards him with a fabre in his hand, left his prey, and came againft him with fury. The prince met him intrepidly, and gave him a blow fo forcibly and dexteroufly, that it killed him on the fpot. When Giendar faw the two princes were the men who faved his life, he threw himfelf at their feet, and thanked them for the great obligation he had to them, in words which fufficiently (bowed his gratitude. Prin- ces, fays he, riling up and killing their hands, with tears, God forbid that ever I Ihould attempt any thing agaiirft your lives, after you have fo obligingly and bravely faved mine. It (hall never be faid that the emir Giendar wa* guilty of fuch a piece of ingratitude. The fervice we have done you, anfwered the princes, ought not to hinder you to execute the orders you have received: Let us catch your horfe again, and then return to the place where you left us. They were at no great trouble to take the horfe, whofe mettle was come down . »little with running as he had done : When they had reftored him to Giendar, and were near the fountain, they begged of him, and argued with him to do as their Father had commanded him, but all to no purppfe. I snly take the liberty to delire you, fays Giendar, and I pray you not to deny me, that you will divide my :lothes between you, and give me yours; and to go lo Far that the king your father may never hear a word of you more. The princes were forced to comply with him : They each of them gave him his clothes, and covered them- Felves with what he could fpare them of his. He alf» TOIr. II. 2 
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gave them all the gold he had about him, and took hi* leave of them. When emir Giendar parted from the princes, he pair- ed through the wood where Amgrad had killed the lion, in whofe blood he dipped their clothes ; which having done, he proceeded in his way to the capital city of the ifle of Ebene. At his arrival there, King Camaralzaman alked if he had done what he ordered him ? Giendar replied, See, ' Sir, the faithful witnefles of my obedience ; giving him at the fame time the princes’ clothes. How did they take the punifliment I commanded to ! be executed on them ? Giendar anfwered. With won- j derful conftancy, Sir, and a holy refignation to the de- crees of Heaven, which (bowed how liacerelythey made profefiion of their religion : But particularly they be- haved themfelves with great refpedt towards your ma- jefty, and an entire fubmilfion to the fentence of death. We die innocent, faid they; however we do not mur- mur ; we take our death as from the hand of Heaven, and forgive our father; for we know very well he.haa not been rightly informed of the truth. Camaralzaman was fenlibly touched at emir Gien- dar’s relation, and putting his hand in Prince Amgrad’s pocket, firft found a billet open, which he read. He no fooner knew that Queen Haiatalnefous writ it, as well by a lock of her hair which was in it, fts by her hand- writing, but he froze with horror; He then, trembling, put his hand into that of Afiad, and finding thereQueen Badoura’s billet, his furprife was fo great and fo lively that he fwooned away. Never did man grieve like Camaralzaman, when he ! was tecovered from his fwooning fit; Barbarous father, as thou art, cried he; What haft thou done? Thou haft murdered thy own children, thy innocent children; Did not their wifdom, their modefty, their obedience, their lubmilfion to thy will in all things, their virtue ; did not they all plead in their behalf? Blind and infenfible father! doft .thou deferve to live after this execrable crime thou haft committed? I have brought this aho-' 
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ftiinatlon on my own head ; and Heaven chaftifes me for not perfeveting in the avertion to women with which I Was born. And, Oh ye deteftable wives ! I will not, no, I will not, as ye deferve, wafh off the guilt of your fins with your blood ; you are unworthy of my rage ; But perdition feize me, if ever I fee you more. King Camaralzaman was a man of too much religion to break his vow : He commanded the two queens to be lodged in feparate apartments that very day, where they were kept under ftrong guards; and he never faw them again as long as he lived. While the king of the ifle of Ebene affli<3ed himfelf for the lofs of the princes his fons, which he thought he had been the author of by his too rafh condemning them, the royal youths wandered through deferts, en- deavouring to avoid all places that were inhabited, and not to meet any human creature. They lived on herb* and wild fruits, and drank only (linking rain water, which they found in the crevices of the rocks. They flept and watched by turns at night for fear of wild beafts. When they had travelled about a month, they came to the foot of an high mountain, inacceffible for the craggednefs of it, the (tones being black and fo rugged that it was impofiible to afeend over them to the fum- mit of the hill. They at lait fpied a fort of path, but fo narrow and difficult, that they durft not venture up it. This obliged them to go along by the foot of the moun« I tain, in hopes to find a more eafy way to reach the top j of it. They went about it five days, but could fee no. thing like a path ; fo that they were forced to return to ; that which they had neglefted. They (till thought it would be in vain for them to attempt going up by it: They deliberated what they (hould do a long time, and at laft encouraging one another, refolved to afeend the hill. The more they advanced, they thought it was the higher, and the more deep, which made them think fe- deral times of giving over their enterprize. When the 
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one was weary, the other flopped, and they took breath together; fometimes they were both fo tired that they wanted ftrength to go farther. Then defpair- ing of being able to reach the top, they thought they muft lie down and die of fatigue and wearinefs. A few minutes after, when they found they recovered a little ftrength, they animated one another, and went on. Notwithftanding all their endeavours and their cou- rage, they could not get to the top that day*; Night came on, and Prince Afiad was fo tired, and fo fpent, that he flopped and faid to Prince Amgrad, I can go no farther, 1 am juft a dying. Stay as long as you will, replied Prince Amgrad, let us reft ourfelves, and have a good heart; it is but a little way to the top, and the jnoon befriends us. They refted themfelves about half an hour, and then Afiad, putting on ftrength to it, once more afcended what remained of the way to the mountain’s fummit, where they both at laft arrived, and lay d'wn. Am- grad rofe firft, and advancing faw a tree at a little dif- tance : He went to it, and found it was a pomegranate tree, with large fruit upon it, and a fouctain at the foot of it. He ran to his brother Aflad to tell him the good news, and conduct him to the tree by the fountain fide. They refrefhed themfelves there by eating each a pomegranate ; after which they fell alleep. When they awoke next morning. Come, brother, fays Amgrad to Aflad, let us go on, 1 fee the mountain is ealier to be travelled over on this fide than the other, all our way now is down-hill; but AfiTad was fo tired with the laft day’s fatigue, that he wanted three or four days repofe to recover himfelf. They fpent them as they had done many before, in difcourfing on their mother’s inordinate delires, deplo- ring their misfortunes : But, faid they, fince Heaven has fo vilibly declared itfelf in our favour, w-e ought to bear them with patience, and comfort ourfelves with hopes that we (hall fee an end of them. At the end of three days reft, the two brothers con- 
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tinued their travels, and were five days in dtfcending it before they came into the valley. They then difcover- ed a great city, at which they were very joyful : Bro- ther, fays Amgrad to A (Tad, are not you of my opinion ? which is, that you ftiould ftay in fume place out of the city where I may come to you again ; while I go and learn the language, and inform myfelf what the name of the city is, and in what country we are ; and when I come back 1 will bring provifions with me : It is not convenient for us to go there together ; there may be danger in it, and fo much notice will not be taken of one ftranger as of two. Brother, replied Aflad, I approve of what you fay ; it is fafe and prudent; but if one of us muft part from the other on that account, 1 will not fuffer that it fhall be you, you muft allow me to go ; for what a trouble will it be to me if any ill accident Ihould happen t» you ! Ah ! but brother anfwered Amgrad, the fune ill ac- cident you fear for me, I am as much afraid of for you : Pray let me go, and do you ftay here with patience. I will never yield to it, faid Afiad ; if any ill happen to me, it will be fome comfort to think you are fafe. Amgrad was'forced to fijbmit, and AIM, going towards the city, ftaid in a grove at the foot of the mountain. Prince Alfad took the purfe of money which Amgrad had in charge, and went forward towards the city. He had not gone far in the firft ftiect before he met with a reverend old man with a cane in his hand ; he was neat- ly drdfed, and the prince took him for a man of note in the place, who would not put a trick upon him ; fo he accofted him thus—Pray, my lord, which is the way to the market-place ? The old man looked on Prince Affad tailing: Child, faid he, it is plain you are a ftranger, or you would not have alked that queftion of me. Yes, my lord, I am a ftranger, replied AfiTad. The old man anfwered, You are welcome then; our country will be honoured by the prefence of fo handfotne * 



370 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
young man as you are : Tell me what bufinefa you have at the market-place. My lord, replied Affad, it is near two months fince my brother and I parted from our own country, a great way from hence : We have not left off travelling ever fince we fet out firft, and we arrived here but to-day; my brother, tired by fuch a long journey, flays at the foot of the mountain, and I am come to buy fome provifions for him and me. Son, fays the old man, you could not have come in a better time, and I am glad of it for your and your bro- ther’s fake : I made a feaft to day for fome friends of mine, and there is a great deal of vidtuals left untouched; come along with me, you fhall eat as much as you pleafe ; and, when that is done, I will have enough to ferve you and your brother feveral days : Do not fpend your money when there is no oqcafion for it; travellers are always in want of it: While you are eat- ing, I will give you an account of our city, which no- body can do better than myfelf, who has borne all the honourable offices in it: It is well for you that you happened to light upon me, for I muft tell you, all our citizens cannot fo well help and inform you as I can ; I can allure you fome of them are very wicked. Come along, you fhall fee the difference between a real honeft man, as I am, and fuch as boaft to be fo, and are not. I am infinitely obliged to you, replied Affad, for your good-will towards me ; I put myfelf entirely in- to your hands, and am ready to go with you where you pleafe. The old man laughed in his fieeve to think he had got the prince in his clutches ; he walked by the fide of him as clofe as he could, and all the way talked as civilly and plaulibiy as he could, to preferve the fa- vourable opinion Affad had of him.- Among other things, fays he, It muft be confeffed it was your good fortune to meet with me rather than with any other man; I thank God I met .ith you; you will know why J fay it, when you come to my houfc. 
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Thither they came before it was long, and the old man introduced Aflad into a hall where were forty fuch old fellows as himfelf, w o made a circle round a flaming fire, which they adored. The prince was not more feized with horror at the fight of fo many men adoring the creature for the Creator, than with fear of finding himfelf betrayed, and in fuch an abominable place. While Afiad flood motionlefg with the furprife ia which he was, the old cheat faluted the forty gray- headed men around the fire : Devout adorers of fire, fays he to them, this is a happy day for us ; where is Gazban ? call him. He fpoke thofe words aloud, and a negro who wait- ed at the lower end of the hall prefently came up to him. This black was Gazban ; who, as foon as he faw the difconfolate Afiad, imagined for what he was call- ed. He feized him immediately, and tied him hand and foot with wonderful nimblenefs. Carry him down, faid the old man, when you have done, and bid my daughters, Boftama and Cavama,give him every day the baltinado, with a little bread, morning and night, for his fubfiftence, juft enough to keep him alive till the next Ihip depart for the blue fea, and the fiery moun- tain ; He lhall then be offered up as an agreeable fa- crifice to our divinity. As foon as the old man had given the cruel order, Gazban carried Prince Afiad into a cellar under the hall, through fe veral dark rooms, til 1 they came to a d un- geon, down to which were twenty fteps ; there he left him in chains of prodigious weight and bignefs. When he had done, he went to give the old man's daughters notice of it; but he might have fpared himfelf that la- bour, for their father had before fent for them, and gi- ven them their inftrudtions himfeif: Daughters, faid he to them, go down and give the Muffulman, I juft now brought in, the baftinado, as you know how to do it. Do not fpare him; you cannot Ihow your zeal for out’ 
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divinity, and that you adore the fire, any better way than by your feventy to him. Boftama and Cavama, who were bred up in their ha- tred to Mufiulmen, received this order with joy. They defcended into the dungeon that very moment, ftripped Afiad,and baftinado’d him unmercifully, till the blood iffued out of his wounds, and he was almoft dead. After this cruel execution, they put a piece of bread and a pot of water by him, and retired. Affad did not come to himfelf again in a long time ; when he did, he broke out into a flood of tears, deplo- ring his mifery. His comfort however was, that this misfortune had not happened to his brother Amgrad. That prince waited for his brother till evening with impatience ; when it was two, three, and four of the clock in the morning, and Affad did not return, he was like one defperate, forrow fo violently poflefled him. He fpent the night in that difmal condition; and as as foon as it was day, went to the city. He admired as foon as he entered it, to fee but very few Muflulmen. He accofted the fixft he met, and alked him the name of the place ? He was told, It was the city of the ma- gicians, fo called becaufc of the great number of ma- gicians that were there, who adored the fire, and that there were but very few Mufiulmen. Amgrad then de- manded how far it was from the ifle of Ebene ? He was anfwered, Four months voyage by lea, and a year’s journey by land. The man he talked to left him haftily, having fatisfied him as to thofe two queltions, and went about his bufinefs. Amgrad, who was about fix weeks coming from the ifle of Ebene with his brother Aflad, could not com- prehend how they came to this city in fo little a time, unlefs it was by enchantment, or that the way acrofs the mountain was much fhortened, and not frequented becaufe of the difficulty to pafs. Going farther into the town, he (lopped at a tailor’s Crop, whom he knew to be a Mufiulraan by his habit, as he had known the man he had talked to before. Ha- 
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ving fainted him, he fat down and told him the occa- fion of the trouble he was in. When Prince £mgrad had done talking, the tailor replied, If your brother has fallen into the hands of feme magician, depend upon it you will never fee him fnnre ; he is part all recovery ; and I advife you to com- fort yourfelf as well as you can, and to beware of falling into the fame misfortune : To which end, if you will hearken to me, you fliall ftay at my houfe, and I will tell you all the tricks of thefe magicians, that you may- take care of yourfelf when you po out. Amgrad, grie- voufiy a glided for the lofs of his brother, accepted the tailor’s offer, and thanked him a thoufand times for hi* •kindnefs to him. 
Tie Story o/Prince Amgrad and a Lady of the City of the Magicians. 

Prince Amgrad did not go out of the tailor’s houfe for a month’s time, except his hoft went with him. At laft he ventured to go to the baths. As he was returning home through a ftreet where there was nobody in it but himfelf and a lady, he was furprifed to find her come up to him, and pull up her veil. The lady, feeing a handfome young man freih come out of •the bath, afxed him, with afmiling air, whither he was .going ? and ogled him all the while fo amoroufiy, that Amgrad could not refift her charms. Madam, fays he, I am going to my own houfe, or your’s as you pleafe. My lord, replied the lady, with an agreeable fmile, ladies of my quality never carry men to their own houfes; they always go to the mens. Amgrad was very much confounded at this anfwer, which he did not exped;: He durft not venture to take her home to his landlord’s, fearing the good man would be fcandalized at it, and he (hould have loft his protec- tion, of which he ftood in great need, confidering he was in a place where he muft always be upon his guar. 1: He knew fo httle of it that he couid not tell wherq to carry her, and he did not care to lofe fo happy a mi- 



274 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
nute. In this uncertainty he refolved to throw himfe'!^ upon chance j and, without making any anfwer, he marched before, and the lady followed him. Amgrad led her from ftreet to Itreet, through lanes and alleys, fo long, that they were both weary with walking ; at laft they came to a ftreet, at the end of which was a great gate, ihut up, and they could go no farther : that gate opened to a houfe which fronted the ftreet, and had a feat on each fide of it. Amgrad fat down on one of them to take breath $ and the lady, more weary than he, feated herlelf down on the other. When Ihe had taken her feat, Are alked him if that was his houfe ? Yes, Madam, fays Amgrad. Why do you not enter then ? replied the lady; what do you ftay for ? Amgrad replied, Fair lady, I have not the key of the gate p I left it with my flave when 1 fent him on an errand, and he cannot be come back yet; befides, I ordered him to get fomething good for dinner; fo that I am afraid we (hall wait a long time for him. The prince met with fo many difficulties in fatisfying her palfion, that he began to repent that he bad under- taken it. He therefore contrived this anfwer in hopes that the lady would out of refentment leave him, and feek out for a lover elfewhere ; but he was miftaken. This is a moft impertinent Have, fays Madam, to make us ftay fo long. I will chaftife him tnyfelf as he deferves, if you do not, when he comes back ; It is not decent that I fliould fit here alone with a man at a gate. Saying this, fhe arofe and took up a ftone to b eak the lock, which was only of wood, and weak according to the country fafhion. Amgrad did all he could to hinder her: What are you a-doing, Madam ? quoth the prince. For Heaven’s fake, ftay a little ! What are you afraid of, replies the j lady, is it not your houfe ? If is no great matter to break 1 

a lock ; a new one will not coft much. The lock fhe accordingly broke ; and as foon as the door was open, entered the houfe, and walked before him. Amgrad gave himfelf over for a loft man, when he 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 275 ' 
aw tlje door forced open ;Tie paufed upon it, whether ic ihould go into the houle or not, or make off as faft is he could to avoid the danger which he believed was nevitable ; and he was juft going to fly when the lady Cturned. Seeing he did not enter, Why do not you come into rour houfe ? fays flie. The prince anfwered, I ana ooking to fee if my Have is coming, fearing we have tothing ready. Come in, come in, fays Madam, we had >etter wait for him within doors than without. Amgrad, much againft his will, followed her into the loufe. Palling through a fpacious court newly paved, they mounted by feveral fteps into piazzas, which led o a large open hall, very well furnilhed, where he and the lady faw a table ready fpread with all forts of deli- cate dilhts, a lide-board heaped with fruit,and a cifterrj full of bottles of wine, When Amgrad faw every thing in fuch order, he doubted not but he was undone; the quality of the owner appearing by the richnefs of the feait. Poor Am- grad, faid he to himfelf, thou wilt foon follow thy dear brother Alfad. On the contrary, the lady was tranfported at the tight, crying out, How, my lord, did you fear there was no- thing ready? You fee your flaves had done more than you expe&ed: But, if I am not miftaken, thefe preparations were made for fome other lady, and not for me: No matter, let her come, I promife you I will pot be jea- lous; I only beg the favour of you that you will permit me to wait on her and you. Amgrad, as much as he was troubled at this accident, cpuld not help laughing at the lady’s pleafantnefs. Ma- dam, fays he, thinking of fomething elfe befides what tormented him, there is nothing in what you fancy, this is my common dinner, and no extraordinary prepara- tions, I allure you. He coule not bring himfelf to fit down at a table which was not prepared for him, fo he took his feat on a fofa * ; but the lady would not let 
* A Turkilh bench, on which mats and cnlhisnj are put. 



276 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
him alone: Come. Sir, (ays (he, you muft be hungry after bathing, let us eat and enjoy ourfelves. Amgrad was forced to do what the lady would have him : They both fat down, and fell too. The lady, ha- ving eat a bit, took a bottle and glafs, poured out feme wine, and drank to.Amgrad ; and when (he had drank, herfelf. (he filled another glafs, and gave it to Amgrad, who pledged her. The more the prince thought of this adventure, the more he was amazed that the mafter of the houfe did not appear; and that fo rich a houfe, and fo well provided, (hould be left without a fervaht; It will be lucky, faid he to himfelf, if the man of the houfe do not come until I am got clear of this intrigue. While he was thinking of this, and fome other troublefome thoughts, (he ate and drank heartily, and obliged him to do the fame. They were almoft come to the laft courts when the mafter of the houfe arrived. It happened to be Bahader, mafter of the horfe to the king of the magicians. This houfe belonged to him, but he commonly dwelt in another; and he feldom came here unlefs it was to regale himfelf with two or three chofen friends. He always fent provifions from his other houfe on fuch occafions, and had done fo this day by fome of his fetvants, who were juft gone as the lady and Amgrad entered it. Bahader came, as he ufed to do, in difguife, and avithout attendants, and a little before the time appoint- ed for his friends coming : he was not a little furprifed to fee the door of his houfe broke open : he entered, making no noife, and hearing fome perfons talking and making merry in the hall, he dole along under the wad, and put his head half way within, the door to fee who they were. Perceiving a young gentleman and a young lady eat- ing, at his table, the viduals that had been provided for his friends and himfelf, and that there was no great harm done, he refolvcd to make a jeft on it. The lady’s back w^as a little turned from him, and fhe did not fee the mafter of the horfe, but Amgrad faw 
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im immediately ; he had then the glafs in his hand, nd was going to drink, it off; he changed colour at the ght of Bdiader, who made a fign to him not to fay a rord, but to come and fpeak with him. Amgraddrank, and rofe: Where are you going? fays he lady. The prince anfwered, Fray, Madam, ftay icre a little, 1 fhall be back again in a minute, a fmall ffair obliges me to go out at prefent. Bahader waited or him in the piazza, and led him into the eouxtto talk. 0 him, without being heard by the lady. When Bahader and Prince Amgrad were in the court, lahader demanded of the prince how the lady came nto his houfe ? and why they broke open his door ? riy lord, replied Amgrad, you may think me guilty of 1 very unwarrantable adtion ; but if you will have pa- ience to hear me, I hope my innocence will appear, ie then told him, in a few words, what had happened to him, without difguifing any part of the truth ; and o convince him that he was not capable of being fo criminal as he might think him, he told him plainly he was a prince, and what was the reafoe of his coming to the city of the magicians. Bahadcr, who naturally loved ftrangers, was tranf- ported with an opportunity of obliging one of Am- grad’s rank and quality : For by his air, his adtions, his handiome difcourfe, and his noble looks, he did not in the lead doubt of the truth of what he faid. Prince, faid Bahader, I am very glad 1 can oblige you in fo plea- fant an adventure as this ; and (hall be fj far from dif- turbing the feaft, it will be a pleafure to me to contri- bute to your fatisfadlion in any thing. Before 1 fay any more on this fubjedt, I am glad it m iy lie in my power to ferve you ; my name is Bahader, l am mriter of the horfe to the king of the magicians. I commonly dwell in another houfe whicn I have in this city, and come he re fometimesto have the more liberty with my friends, for 1 cannot be fo free at home among mychiidren and (domeitics. You have made this iady believe you have i {lave, though you have none; I will be your Have, and VOL. 11. ’ a a 
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to fpare your excufes, I repeat it again, that it fhall pof lively be fo ; and you will fuddenly know my reafol for it. Go into your place, and continue to divert you! felf. When I return again, and come before you in' Have’s habit, chide me for flaying fo long, do not b afraid even to ftrike me. I will wait upon you all th while you are at table till night; and you fliall lie here and fo fliall the lady, and to-morrow morning you ma fend her home with honour. 1 fliall afterwards endea vour to do you more important fervices ; Go, and lof no time. Amgrad would have made him an anfwer but the matter of the horfe would not let him, forcinj him to go to the lady. He had fcarce got into the hal before Bahader’s friends, whom he had invited, arrived Bahader called them to him, and excufed^is notenter taining them that day, telling them, they would approvi of the reafon of it when they knew it, which would b< in due time. When they were gone, he alfo went forth and drefled himfelf in a flave’s habit. Prince Amgrad came to the lady in a much bettel humour than when he left her, finding the houfe be. longed to a man of quality, who had received him fc courteoufly. When he fat down to the table again, h< faid, Madam, I beg a thoufand pardons for my rude refs; 1 was vexed that my flave fliould tarry fo long, the rafcal fliall pay for it when he comes : I will lead him to make me flay fo for him another time. Let not that trouble you, fays the lady, if he is guilty of any faults, let him pay for it, do not think of him, we will enjoy ourfelves without him, I will warrant you fo much. They continued at the table wdlh the more pleafure, by how much Amgrad was under no apprehenfions ol the confequence of the lady’s indifcretion, who ought rot to have broke open the door, though it had been Amgrad’s owm houfe. The prince was now as merry as the lady : They drank and laughed, and drank again, til! Bahader arrived, difguifed like a flave. gahader entered like a Have, who feared his 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 279 
pleafare for (laying out when he had company with n ; He fell down at his feet, and killed the ground to plore his clemency ; and when he had done, ftood hind him with his hands acrofs, in expedtation of hia mmands. Sirrah, fays Amgrad, with a fierce tone, and a fiery ok, is there fuch a (lave as thou in all the world ? 'here have you been ? What have you been doing, at you came no fooner ? My lord, replied Bahader, I afk your pardon ; I was ideavouring to do as you ordered me, and could not fpatch it before ; befides, I did not think you would >me home fo early. You are a rafcal, fays Amgrad, and I (hall bang >ur Tides for you, to teach you to lie, and to fail me (other time. He then rofe up, took a itick, and gave im two or three blows with it fo lightly, that he hardly niched him ; after which he fat down to table again. The lady was not fatisfied with the chaftifement he eftowed on him ; fo Ihe alfo arofe, took the (tick, and :11 upon Bahader fo unmercifully, that the tears came ito his eyes. Amgrad, offended at the freedom (he 00k, and that (he ihould ufe one of the king’s chief fficers fo ill, cried out, It.is enough ; but (he (truck on, nd he called to her in vain. Let me alone with him, aid (he, I will give him enough, and teach him to be bfent fo long another time. She continued beating him, ill Amgrad rofe from the table, and forced the (tick mt of her hand, which (he did not part with without Iruggling. When ihe found (he could beat Bahader 10 Ipnger, (he fat down, and railed at and curfed him. Bahader wiped his eyes, and ftood behind his pre- ended matter to fill out wine. When he faw they had lone eating and drinking, he took away the cloth, put wery thing in its place ; and, night coming on, lighted ■ip the lamps. As often as he came by her, the lady knuttered, and threatened him, and gave him abufive ttanguage, to Amgrad’sgreat difliking, who would have liindeied her, but he could not. When it was time for 
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them to go to bed, Bahader prepared one for them, and •withdrew into a chamber over againft that where they were to lie ; where he laid himfelf down, and it was not long before he fell afleep, having been fatigued with his beating. Amgrad and the lady entertained one another a good half hour afterwards, and the lady wanted to go forth before (he went to bed. Faffing through the gal-: lery, which parted Bahader’s apartment from theirs, (he heard him fuore, and feeing a fabre hanging up by him* ihe turned back again, and faid to Prince Amgrad, Pray, my lord, as you love me, do me one favour. In what can I ferve you ? replied the prince. The lady an^ fwered, oblige me fo far as to take down your fabre, and cut off your Have’s head with it. Amgrad was altonilh- ed at fuch a propofal from a lady, not doubting but it* was the wine (he had drank that moved it. Madam, fays he, let my Have alone, he is not worthy of your] notice, I have beat him, and you have beat him, that i8:. fufficieot; I am very well fatisfied with him : he does not ufe to be guilty of fuch faults. That will not do, replied the lady, in a violent fury,! the rogue (hall die, if not by your hands, by mine : Saying this, (he ran and took down the fabre from the place where it hung, drew it out of the fcabbard, and was going to execute her wicked defign. Amgrad, to prevent her, took the fabre out of her hand, faying you (hall be fatisfied, Madam, the (lave (hall die, (ince you will have it fo; but I (hall be forry that any one belides myfelf (hould kill him. When (he had given him the fabre, Come, follow me, fays he, make no noife, for fear we wake him. They went into Bahader’s chamber, where Amgrad, inftead of ftriking at him, (truck at the lady, and cut off her head, which feil upon Bahader. If the noife of the blow, which Amgrad gave the lady in cutting off her head, had not waked Bahader, her bead falling upon him would have done it: He was amazed to fee Amgrad with a fabre all bloody, and the body of the lady lying headlefs on the ground. '}'he 
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rince told him what had pafled, and ending his dif- ourfe, faid, I had no other way to hinder her from iliing you, but to take away her life ; (he was fo tranf- orted with fury againft you. My lord, replied Ba- ader, full of gratitude, perfons of your rank, and fo enerous as you, are not capable of doing fueh a wick- d adtion as (he ddired of you : You are my deliverer, nd I cannot enough thank you. After having em- raced him, to (how him what fenfe he had of his ob- gations to him, he faid. We muft carry this corpfe lut before it is quite day ; leave it to me, 1 will do it. tmgrad would not agree to that, faying, he would :arry it away himfelf, (ince he had (truck the blow, iahader replied, You are a ftranger in this city, and vill not come off fo well as one who is acquainted lere ; 1 muft do it, if for no other reafon, yet for both >ur fafeties, to prevent our being queftioned for her leath; ftay you here, and if I do not come back again' xfore day, you may be fure the watch has taken me ; uid for fear of the worft, I will, by writing, give this Knife and furniture for your habitation while you ftay' in this city. When he had written, figned, and delivered the pa- >er to Prince Amgrad, he put the lady’s body in a bag, lead and all, heaved it upon his (boulders, and went mt with it from one ftreet to another, taking the way o the fea-fide. He had not gone far before he met with one of the judges of the city, who was going the' rounds in perfon, as was ufual for the chief magiftrate to do there. Bahader was (topped by the judge’s fol- lowers, who, opening the bag, found the body of a tnurdcred lady, bundled up with the head. Thejudge, who knew the mafter of the horfe, notwithftanding his difguife, had him home to his houfe, and not daring to put him to death without telling the king of it, becaufe of his quality, he carried him to court asfoon as it was day. As foon as the king had heard from thejudge what a foul adtion he had been guilty of, as appeared by !the ciicumftances of the matter, he fell upon the m<d- A3 J 
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ter of the horfe in thefe words: Is it thus then that thou murdereft my fubjeds, to rob them, and then •wouldft throw their dead bodies into the fea to hides thy villany : Let us rid the world of him, go hang him up immediately. As innocent as Bahader was, he took his fentence of death with all imaginable refignation, and faid not a word to juitify himfelf. The judge carried him to his houfe, and while the gallows was preparing, he fent a crier to publifli throughout the city, That at noon the mailer of the horfe was to be hanged for a murder com- mitted by him- Prince Amgrad, who had in vain expeded Bahader’s return, was ftruck into a terrible confternation when he heard the crier publilh the approaching execution of the maftcr of the horfe. If, fays he to himfelf, fome- body mud die for thetleath of inch a wicked woman, it is I, and not Bahader, who fhould fuffer; I will never fnffer an innocent man to be punilhed for the guilty ; and without deliberating any more about it, he haften- ed to the place of execution, whither the people were running from all parts. When Amgrad faw the judge bringing Bahader to the gibbet, he went up to him, and faid, 1 am come to tell you, and to affure you, that the mafter of the horfe whom you are leading to execution, is totally innocent of the lady’s death : 1 am guilty of the crime, if it is one to have killed the moft deteftable of women, who would have murdered Bahader. So he told him the thing as it happened. The prince having informed the judge how he met her coming out of the bath ; how Ihe was the caufe of going into the mafter of the horfe’s houfe of pleafure, and what had paired to the moment in whicn he was forced to cut off her head to fave Bahader’s life ; the judge ordered the execution to be Hopped, and con- 'dudted Amgrad to the king, taking the mafter of the Ijorfe with him. The king had a mind to hear the (lory from Amgrad 
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tmfelf; and the prince, the better to prove his own inocence and the mafter of the horfe’s, took hold of hat opportunity to difcover who he was, and what had riven him and his brother Aflad to that city, with all he accidents that had befallen them, from their depar- ure from the capital of the ifle of Ebene, to that time n which he talked to him. The prince having done fpeaking, the king faid to dm, I rejoice that I have by this means come to the rnowledge of you ; I not only give you your own and ny mafter of the horfe’s life, whom I commend for his dvility to you, but I reftore him to his office 5 and as or you, prince, I declare you my grand vifier, to make tmends for your father's unjuft ufage of you, though t is alfo excufable ; and I permit you to employ all the mthority I now give you to find out Prince Aflad. Prince Amgrad having thanked the king of the city and country of the magicians for the honour he had done him, and taking pofleffion of his office of grand vifier, he ordered the common crier to promife a great reward to any one who fhould bring forth Prince Af- fad, or tell any tidings of him : He fent men up and down the country to the fame purpofe ; but notwith- ftanding all his and their diligence, they could hear no pews of him. 

The Sequel ef the Story o/Prince Assad. 
ASSAD, in the mean while, continued in the dun- geon in chains ; Boftama and Cavaroa, the cunning old conjurer’s daughters, treating him daily with the fame cruelty and inhumanity as at firft. The folemn feftival of the adorers of fire approach- ed, and a flop was fitted out for the fiery mountain, as ufual: The captain’s name was Behram, a great bir got to that religion. He loaded it with proper mer- chandife ; and when it was ready to fail, be put Aflad in a cheft which was half full of goods, a few crevices being left for him to breathe enough to keep life in him. 
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This cheft was flowed in the bottom of the hold for the J greater fecurity. Before the fhip failed, the grand vifier, Amp-rad, Af- fad’s brother, who had been told that the adorers of> fire ufed to facrifice a Muflulman every year on the! fiery mountain, fufpected that Afiad might have fallen i into their hands, and be defigned a vidtim at that bloody facrifice; wherefore he refolved to fearch the ihip in perfon. He ordered all the paffengers and feanien to' be brought upon deck, and commanded his men to fearch all over the ihip, which they did; and yet Afiad could not be found, he was fo well concealed. When the grand vifier had done fearching the veflel, j fhe failed ; and as foon as Behram was got out to lea, j he ordered Prince AiT.id to be taken out of the cheft, and fettered, to fecure him, fearing left he ihould fling j himfelf into the fea, fince he knew he was going to be ' facrificed. The wind was very favourable two or three days, ] and then it turned contrary : after which there role a furious ftorm ; and the velfel was not only driven out of her courfe, but neither Behram nor his pilot knew where they were. They were afraid of fplitting againft the rocks, for they diicovered land and a dreadful ihore before them. Behram faw he was driven into the port and capital of Queen Margiana, which was a great | mortification to him ; for Queen Margiana was a de- : 

vout profefibr of the Mahometan religion, and a mortal 'enemy to the adorers of fire : She baniihed all of them out of her dominions, and would not let any of their ihips touch at her ports: But Behram now could not help it; the tempeft increafed, and he was forced to put into the port of this queen’s capital city, or die he had been daihed to pieces againft the rocks that lay off the rtiore. In this extremity he held a council with his pilot and feamen. My lads, fays he, you fee to what a neceflity we are reduced ; We muft choofe one of thefe two things, either refolve to be fwallowed up by the waves, or put into Queen Margiana’s port, vvhofe ha- 
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ed to all perfons of our religion you very well know : he will certainly feize our vefiel, and put us all to eath without mercy : I fee but one likely way to ef- ape her; which is to take off the fetters from the luffulman we have aboard, and drefs him like a Have: Vhtn Queen Margiana commands me to come before er, and afks what trade I ufe, I will tell her I deal in aves ; that I have fold all I had but one, whom I keep o be my clerk, becaufe he can read and write: She vill fee him, to be fare, and he being handfome, and of ter own religion, will have pity on him ; no doubt (he rill then alk to buy him of me, and I refuting, will not et us ftay in the port till the weather is fair. If I fell lira to her, perhaps ihe will give us leave to tarry, and et us be well ufed. If any of you have any thing elfe to propofe that will re of more advantage to us, 1 am ready to hearken to t. The pilot and feamen applauded his judgement, md agreed to follow his advice. Behram commanded Prince Afiad’s chains to be ta- ren off; and had him dreffed like a Have very neatly, is became one who was to pafs for his clerk before the jueen of the country. They had fcarce time to fit every thing for their purpofe, before the ihip drove into the port, and they then dropped anchor. Queen Margiana’s palace was fo near the fea-fide, that her garden extended down to the Ihore. She faw he ihip fail by, and fent to the captain to come to her is foon as he had moored his veflel. She was walking in ler garden, and gave him to underftand Ihe ftaid there expelling him. Behram, who knew he ihould be fent for,-landed with prince Affad, whom he required to confirm what he had faid of his being a flave, and his clerk. So he went to the palace garden, and was introduced to the queen. He threw himfelf at her feet, and informed her of the peceflity he was in to put into her port; that he dealt in fiaves, and had fold all he had but one, which was Affad, there prefent, whom he kept for his clerk. 
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The queen was taken with Afiad from the minute fhe firft faw him, and was extremely glad to hear that he was a (lave, refolving to buy him, coft what it would. She aiked Affad, what was his name ? Great queen, replied Aflad, with tears in his eyes, does your majetty afk what my name was formerly, or what it is now ? The queen anfwered, Have you two names then : It is but too true, faid AfTad: I was once called AfTad, (the molt happy); and now my name is Motar, (devoted to be facrificed). Margiana not being able to find out the depth of his meaning by his thoughts, his condition as a Have put- ting him upon mylterious anfwers, flie perceived he had a great deal of wit. Since you are clerk to the captain, faid Hie, no doubt you can write well; let me fee your hand. Behram had furnilhed Afiad with pen, ink, and pa- per, as a token of his office, that the queen might take him for what he defigned fhe fliould. The prince Hepped a little afide, and wrote as fol- lows, fuitable to his miferable circumftances. ‘ The blind man avoids the ditch into which the clear-lighted falls. Fools advance themfelves to ho- nours by difcourfes which fignify nothing ; while men of fenfe and eloquence live in poverty and contempt. The Mufialman with all his riches is miferable. The infidel triumphs ; and we Cannot hope things will be otherwife : The Almighty has decreed it fhould be fo ; and his will is not to be altered.’ Afiad prefented the paper to Queen Margiana, who admired alike the fententioufnefs of the thoughts and the goodnefs of the writing. She needed no more to have her heart fet on fire, and to feel a fincere con- cern for his misfortunes. She had no fooner read it, but fhe addrefied herfelf to Behram, faying, Do which you will, either fell me this fiave, or make a prefent of him to me : Perhaps it will turn moft to your account to do the latter. Behram anfwered infolently, That he could neither 
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give nor fell him; that he wanted hia Have, and would keep him. Queen Margiana, provoked at his boldnefs, would not talk to him any more about it. She took the prince by the arm, and turned him before her to the palace, fending Behram word, that, if he (laid a night in the port, ihe would confifcate his goods, and burn hia fliip. So he was forced to go back to his vefiel, and prepare her to put to fea again, notwithftanding the tempeft was not yet laid. Queen Margiana commanded fupper to be got ready ; and while it was providing, the ordered A Had to be brought into her apartment, where Ihe bid him fit down. Aifad would have excufed himfelf : It does not belong to a flave, faid he, to prefume to this ho- nour. To a Have 1 replied the queen : You lhall not be fo long : Henceforward you are no more a flave. Sit down near me, and tell me the ftory of your life ; for by what you wrote, and the interference of that flave mer- chant, I guefs there is fomething extraordinary in it. Prince Aflad obeyed her ; and fitting down began thus: Mighty queen, your majefty is not miftaken in thinking there is fomething extraordinary in the ftory of my life : it is indeed more fo than you imagine. The ills, the incredible torments I have fuffered, and the death to which I was devoted, and from which I am delivered by your generofity, will ihow, when I have related them, that my obligation to you is infinite. But before 1 enter into the particulars of my miferies, which will ftrike horror into the hearts of all that hear it; to explain the occafion of them, I muft trace the matter a little higher, and begin with the fource of my misfor- tunes. This preamble increafed Queen Margiana’s curio- fity. The prince then told her of his royal birth ; of his brother Amgrad, and their mutual friendihip: of their mother’s criminal paffion, which in a night turned j into inveterate hatred, the caufe of all their fufferings ; ; of the king’s rage ; how miraculoully they laved their 
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Jives; how he loft his brother; how he had been im- prifoned, tortured, and was only fent then to be facri- ficed on the fiery mountain. When Aflad had finiflied his difeourfe, the queen was more than ever enraged at the adorers of fire: Prince, faid (he, though 1 have always had an averfion to the adorers of fire, yet hitherto I have had fome hu- manity for them; but after their barbarous ufage of you, and their execrable defign to facrifice you, 1 will henceforth declare perpetual war with them. She would have fatd more, but fupper, being ferved in, hindered her. She made Prince Aifad fit down at table with her, being charmed with his beauty and elo- quence, and touched w ith a pafiion which Ihe hoped fuddenly to have an opportunity of letting him fee. Prince, faid ftie, we muft make you amends for fo many fafts and wretched meals which the pitilefs adorers of fire forced you to make ; you will want to be nouriftied after fuch fufferings. With thefe and fuch like words ftie began fupper ; and ordered the prince to be plied with wine, to recover his fpirits ; by which means he drank more than he could well carry. The cloth being taken away, Aflad wanting to go out, w atched his time when the queen did not fee him. He defcemied into a court, and feeing the garden door open, went into it; being tempted by the pleafantnefs of the place, he walked there a w'hiie ; at laft he came to a fountain, where he wafhed his face and hands to re- frefh himfelf, and lying down on fome grafs-plots around the fountain, fell afleep. It was almoft night, and Behram, fearing the queen would do as Ihe threatened, had weighed anchor, and was under fail, mightily troubled at the lofs of Aflad ; by which he was disappointed of a moft acceptable fa- cufice. He comforted hknfelf as well as he could, with the thoughts that the ftorm was over, and that a land- breeze favoured his getting off from that coaft. He was towed out of the port, and as he was hoifting up more fail to haften his courfe, he remembered he want* 
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d fome frefli water: My lads, fays he to the feamen, ire muft put to fhore again, and fill our water calks, 'he failors excufed themfelves, for that they did not now where to get water. Behram had obferved, while e was talking to the queen in the garden, that there eas a fountain at the end of it, near the port: Go, fays le, to fuch a place of the palace-garden ; the wall is not bove breaft-high, you may eafily get over; there is a buntain where you may fill all your barrels, and hand hem aboard without difficulty. The failors accordingly went alhore at the place he liredted them to,leaped over the wall, filled their barrels, md eafily enough heaved them over alfo, when they re- :urned to their boat. As they were filling their calks, they perceived a man leeping on the grafs, and knew him to be A Hid: They mmediately divided themfelves; and while fome of the crew filled their barrels, others furrounded Afiad, and obferved him, left he Ihould awake, and offer to run away. He was fall, and fiept on, giving them time to fill all their calks; which, as foon as they had filled, they hand- ed over the wall to others of their crew, who waited there to carry them aboard. They afterwards feized Afiad, and bore him away, afleep as he was. They got over the wall into their boat, and rowed to the Ihip. When they came near her, they cried out, Captain, found your trumpets, beat your drums ; we have brought you your fiave again. Behram,. who could not imagine how the feamen could find and take him, and did not fee Aflad in the boat, it being night, waited their coming on board with impatience, to afk what they meant by their Ihouts; but feeing it was true, and that they had really got him, he could not contain himfelf, fo great was his joy. He commanded him to be chained down again, not flaying to inquire how they came at him ; and having hauled the boat on board, fet fail for the fiery mountain. In the mean while, Queen Margiana was in a diead- TOL. Ii. b b 
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ful fright: She did not much concern herfelf at firft when ihe found Prince Affid was gone out, becaufe ftii did not doubt but he would return in a little time when feveral minutes, and then an hour, was paffed without hearing any thing of him, fhe began to be un eafy, and commanded her women to look for him ; thej fearched all about without finding him ; and night co* ming, Che ordered them to fearch again with torches, which they did, and to as little purpofe. Queen Margiana was fo impatient and frightened^ that ihe went with lights all over the garden to feekfot him herfelf; and paffing by the fountain, ihe fpied a flipper, which ihe took up, and knew it to be Prince Aifad’s; her women alfo faid it was his: and the water being fpilt about the ciftern in which the fountain play- ed, made her believe that Behram had carried him off again. She fent imn ediately to fee if he was itill in port; and hearing that ht h:;d fet fail a little before it was dark, that he flopped fome time off the Chore, while he fent his boat for water from the fountain, the doubt- ed no longer of the prince’s ill fortune; fo ilie command- ed the commodore of ten men of war, who lay ready in the port to fail as occafion required, to prepare to put to fea, for Ihe would embark herfelf next morning as foon as it was day. The commodore ordered the captains, fubalterns, feamen, and foldiers aboard, and was ready to fail at the time appointed : ihe embarked as ihe faid fhe would, and, when the fquadron was at fea, told the commodore what was her intention. Make all the fail you can, faid ihe, and give chace to the merchantman that failed yefterday out of this poit; I give it to you to be plundered, if you take it; if not, your life ihall anfwer for it. The ten (hips chaced Behram’s two days entire, and could not come near her; the third day, they got up .with her, and encompafled her fo about, that Ihe could not efcape them. As foon as cruel Behram fpied the ten men of war, he did not doubt but it was Queen Margiana’s fquadron in 
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urfuitof him ; and upon that, he ordered Aflad to be aftinado’d, which he did every day, and had not miffed nee tre iting him fo barbaroufly fince he left the port of >e city of the magicians ; but on light of thofe (hips, he fed him more cruelly than before. He was very much iuzzled w'hat to do, when he found he was encompaffed b< ut: To keep Affad was to declare himfelf guilty ; o kill him was as dangerous, for he feared fome token r other of it might be feeu ; he therefore commanded im to be unfettered, and brought up from the bottom >f the hold where he lay. When he came before him, t is thou, fays he, that art the caufe of my being pur- bed, and upon that he flung him into the fea. Prince Affad knowing how to fwim, by the help of ris feet and hands, got fafe to flrore ; the waves affifting >im by the art he had in making ufe of them. The firlt hing he did after he landed, was to thank Heaven who rad delivered him from fo great danger, and once more efeued him out of the hands of the adorers of fire. He hen dripped himfelf, and wringing the water out off his :lothes, he fpread them on a rock, where, by the heat of he fun and the rock together, they foon dried. After which he lay down to reft himfelf, deploring his mife- able condition, not knowing in what country he was, ror where to turn himfelf. He refreftred himfelf as well as he could with wild fruits, and fair water, and then went on his way, keeping as near the fea-fide as he could ; at laft he came to a fort of path, which he fol- lowed, and travelled ten days through a country which was not inhabited, (till living on herbs, plants, and fruits. lOn the eleventh day he approached near a city, which he knew to be that of the magicians, where he had been ifo ill ufed, and where his brother Amgrad w’as grand vi- fier : he was very glad of it, refolving not to come near any one of the adorers of fire, but only to converfe with Muffulmen, for he remembered he had ften fome the firft time he entered the town. It being late, and he knowing the drops were already (hut, and few people in the ftreets, he refolved to ftay in a church-yard near the b b 2 
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city, where there were feveral tombs built in the form of maufoleums. He finding the door of one of them open, entered it, anddefigned to pafs the night there. We muft now return to Behram’s (hip, which wa4 foonfurround. d on all fides by Queen Margiana’s fqua- dron, after he had thrown Prince Affad overboard. Queen Margiana’s (hip, in which (he wasin perfon, firft boarded him, and Behram being in no condition of de- fence againft fo many, lowered his fails, as a token of his yielding. The queen herfelf came aboard him, and demanded where the clerk was whom he had the boldnefs to take’ away from her out of her very palace ? Behram replied, O queen ! I fwear before your majefty, he is not in my Blip ; you will, by fearching it, fee my innocence. Margiana ordered the (hip to be fearched as narrowly as poflible; but (he could not find the man whom (he paffionately longed to recover, as well out of love to him, as out of that generofity which was her diftin- guiftiing charafteriftic. She was going to kill Behram with her own hand, but however did not, contenting herfelf with feizing his (hip and cargo, and turning him and his men on (hore. Behram and his feamen arrived at the city of the magi- cians the fame night that Affad did, (topped at the fame church-yard, the city gates being (hut, intending to (lay in fome tomb till the next day that they were opened. As Afiad’s ill luck, would have it, Behram lighted on that in which the prince was deeping, with his head wrapped up in his coat: Aflad awoke at the noife he made, and alked who was there ? Behram knew him again prefently. Ha! ha! (ays he, thou art the man who has been my ruin for ever ; thou haft efcaped being frcrificed this year, but depend upon it, thou (halt not efcape the next. Saying this, he flew upon him, clapped his handkerchief in his mouth to prevent his making a noife, and by the help of his feamen bound him. The next morning, as foon as the city gates were 
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sen, Behram and his men eafily carried Aflad to the d man’s houfe, where he had been fo inhumanly treat- 1. It was fo early that they met nobody in the ftreets, id when he came to the old man’s houfe, he was again mown into the dungeon. Behram acquainted the wi- ard with the fad occafion of his return, and the ill fuc- efs of his voyage : the old rafcal, upon this, command- d his two furies, Boltama and Cavama, to treat him lore cruelly than before, if poffible. Affad was in a terrible furprife to find himfelf in the ands of his old perfecutors, from whom he had fuffered 0 much, and hoped that he had been delivered : He (emoaned the rigour of his deftiny, and trembled when le faw Boftama enter with a cudgel, a loaf, and a pitcher >f water: He was almoft dead at the fight of that un- nerciful wretch, and the thoughts of the daily fufferings le was to endure for another year; after which he was to die the moft horrible death. Boftama dealt not fo inhumanly to Prince Afiad as fhe had done the firft time of his confinement; his cries, complaints, and earneft prayers to her to fpare him, joined with his tears, were fo moving, that Bofta- ma could not help being melted by them, and to weep as bitterly as himfelf: My lord, faid fhe, covering his (boulders, which were always bare while he was under the baftinado, I afka thoufand pardons for my inhuman treatment of you formerly, and for what you felt at this time : Until now, I was afraid of difobeying a father, who is unjuftly enraged againft you, and refolved on yourdeftrudion : but at laft I lothe and abhor this bar- Ibarity ; Be comfoited, your bad days are over ; I will endeavour to make amends for all my crimes; the enor- mity of which you will find I am convinced of, by my future ufage. You have hitherto looked on me as an infidel, you muft henceforth believe'me one of your own religion, having been converted by a (lave who is a Muf- fulman. I hope your lefibns will finifh my converfion. j To (how my good intentions, I firft beg pardon of Hea- ven for my (ins in dealing fo cruelly by you, and I truft 
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that it will be put in my power to fet you entirely at li- berty. The prince was tranfported to hear her talk at that rate : He thanked the Almighty for the change work- ed upon her, and for touching the heart of fo barba- rous a creature : He alfo thanked her for her good dif- polition towards him, and omitted no arguments which he thought would have any elfeft to confitm her inj her new religion. He told her, as a fign of his confi-i dence in her, his whole Itory, his high birth, and ad- ventures to that time. When he began to believe Ihe was in earneft, he alked her how Ihe could hinder her lifter Cavama’s treating him as barbaroufly as Ihe ufed to do ? Let not that trouble you, replied Boftama, I know how to order matters fo as Ihe lhall never come near you. And as Ihe faid, Ihe every day prevented her coming down into the dungeon, where the often vilited the prince; and, inftead of carrying him bread and water, brought him the bell wine, and the choiceft viifluals Ihe could get, which was provided by her Mahometan Have. She eat with him herfelf from time to time, and did her utmoft to make him bear his confinement the more eafily. A few days afterwards, Boftama, as Ihe flood at her father’s door, heard the common crier making procla- mation, but ftie could not hear what it was about, be- ing too far off: He came up near her father’s houfe when he had done; upon which fhe withdrew into it, holding the door half open, perceiving he marched be- fore the grand vifier Amgrad, brother to Affad, who was accompanied by feveral officers, and feveral at- tendants walking before and behind him. The crier, going a few fteps from the houfe, repeat- ed the proclamation, with a loud voice, as follows : ‘ The moft excellent and iliuftrious lord, the grand vi- lier, is come in perfon to feek for his dear brother, from whom he was feparated about a year ago; he is a young man of fuch a make $ if any one has him in 
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leeping, or knows where he is, his excellency com- nands that they bring him forth, or give him notice vhere he (hall find him, promifing a great reward to he perfon that ihali do fo: If any one conceals him, ind it be found Out, his excellency declares he or they hall be punilhed with death, together with his or heir children, and all that belong to him, and his, or heir houfe or houfes, be razed to the ground.’ Bof- ama, as foon as {he had heard this, (hut the door as aft as ftie could, and ran to Affad in the dungeon, ’rince, faid (he with joy, your troubles are at an end, bllow me, come immediately, and be free. She had aken off his fetters feveral days before : So the prince followed her into the ftreet, where (he cried. There 1 here ! an d feemed tranfported at what Ihe had done. The grand vifier, who was not far from the houfe, hearing her clamour, returned- Affad knew him to be his brother, ran to him, and embraced him. Amgrad, who prefently faw it was his brother Affad, returned his embrace with all poffible tendernefs; made him mount one of his officer’s horfes, who alighted for that purpofe, and conduded him to the palace, where he prefented him to the king, by whom he was advanced to the poft of a vifier. Boftama would not return to her father’s houfe, which was the next day razed to the ground, but kept Prince Affad in fight; and, for the kindnefs (he had ffiown him, was admitted into the queen’s fervice. The old man her father, and Behram, were brought before the king, who condemned them and all their families to be beheaded. They threw themfelves at his feet, and implored his mercy : There is no mercy for you to exped, fays the king, unlefs you renounce your adoration of fire, and profefs the Mahometan re- ligion. They accepted the conditions, and were pardoned at the interceffion of Aflad, in confideration of Bofta- ma’s friendffiip, for whofe fake Cavama’s life, and the lives of the reft of their families were fayed. 
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Amgrad, to reward Behram for turning Muflulman/ and recompenfe him for his Ioffes, made him one of his officers, and lodged him in hishoufe. Behram, be-1 ing informed of Amgrad and his brother Affad’s ftory,1' propofed to his benefaftor, to fit him a veffel to convey them to their father King Camaralzaman’s court; for, fays he, the king mult certainly have heard of your in- nocence, and impatiently defire to fee you ere this: Otherwife we can eafily inform ourfelves of the truth before we land ; and if he is Hill in the fame mind, you can but return hither. The two brothets, liking the propofal,communicated it to the king of the city of the magicians, who ap- proved of it, and commanded a ffiip to be equipped.! Behram undertook the employment cheerfully, and be- ing mafter of the art of navigation and maritime af- ( fairs, he foon got in readinefs to fail. The two prin- ces, when they underftood the ffiip was ready, waited upon the king one morning to take their leave of him. While they were reciprocally palling their compliments on that occafion, they were interrupted by a great noife and tumult in the city ; and prefently an officer came to give them notice, that a numerous army was advancing againft the city ; nobody knowing who they were, or whence they came. The king being nfghtily alarmed at the news, Am- grad addreffed himfelf to him thus: Sir, though I am come to refign into your majefty’s hands the dignity of your firft minifter with which you were pleafed to ho- nour me ; I am however ready to do you all thefervice that lies in my power: I dtiire therefore that you will be pleafed to let me go and lee who this enemy is that comes to attack you in your capital city, without ha- ving firft declared war. The king prayed him to do fo; and Amgrad parted from him immediately with a very fmall retinue, to fee what enemy approached, and what was the reafon of their coming. It was oot long before Prince Amgrad defcried the 
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my, which approached nearer and nearer : The for- rn received him favourably, and conducted him to a rincefs, who Hopped herfelf, and commanded her my to halt while Ihe difcourfed with the prmce; ho, bowing profoundly to her, demanded if fhe came a friend or an enemy: If as an enemy, what caufe of >mpiaint Ihe had againft the king his mafter. I am come as a friend, replied the princefs, and have othing to complain of againft the king of the city of ic magicians: His territories and mine are fofituated, tat it is almoft impoffible for our fubjedts to quarrel ith one another; or we ourfelves to have any difputes: only come to require a flave named Aflad, to be de- vered up to me. He was carried away by one Behram, captain of a (hip, the molt infolent man in the world, hope your king will do mejuftice,efpecially when he nows I am Margiana. The prince anfwered. Mighty queen, the Have whom ?ou take fo much pains to feek tor is my brother. I sft him, and have found him again. Come, Madam, I vill deliver him up to you myfelf; and will do myfelf he honour to tell you the reft of the ftory, as we go o the king my mafter’s palace, who will rejoice to fee mu. ! The queen ordered her army to pitch their tents, nd encamp where they were ; and accompanied Prince \mgrad to the city and palace-royal, v/here he pre- ented her to the king; who received her as became lis dignity and tier’s. Affad, who was prefent, and cnew her as foon as he faw her, paid his duty to ner. She (bowed all the marks of tranfporting joy at :he fight of him. And while they were thus bufied, lews came that an army, more powerful than the for- mer, approached on another fide of the city. The king of the magicians was more frightened than xfore, underftanding the fecond army was more nu- inerous than the firft, for the duft they made raifed qlouds in the air fo as to hide the face of the heavens. flAmgrad, cries he, what (hall we do now ? A new army 
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coraes to deftroy us. Amgrad gueffed what the king; would have of him: So he mounted on horfeback again, and galloped towards this fecond army. He de- manded of the advanced guards to fpeak with their general: Theycondu<ftedhimtoaking,for fuch hewas,' as he faw by the crown on his head. When he drew; near him, he threw himfelf on the ground, and alked what he would have of the king his mafter ? The monarch replied, I am Gaiour, king of China ;i my defire to learn ibme tidings of a daughter, whofei name is Badoura, whom I married to Camaraizaman,! fon of Schahzaman, king of the ifles of the Children] of Khaledan, obliged me to leave my dominions. 11 fuffered that prince to go and fee his father, King' Schahzaman, on condition he came back in a year with ; m^ daughter ; fo long have I waited, and have heard i nothing of them. Your king will lay an infinite obli- gation on an afflicted father, to tell him if he knows what is become of them. Prince Amgrad, perceiving by his difcourfe, that this king was his grandfather, kiffed his hand with tender- j nefs, and anfwered him thus: Sir, I hope your majefty ] will pardon my freedom, when you know that I take ; it only to pay my duty to my grandfather; I am the j fon of Camaraizaman, king of the ifle of Ebene, and : of Queen Badoura, for whom you are thus troubled : and I doubt not but they are both in good health in their kingdom. The king of China, overjoyed to fee his grandfon, embraced him with extraordinary affettion: Such a meeting, fo happy and unexpetfed, drew tears from j both of them. The king inquiring on what occafion he came into a Itrange country, the prince told him all that had happened to him and his brother Affad. When he had ended his relation. My fon, replied the king of . China, it is not juft that fuch innocent princes as you arefhould be longer ill ufed: Comfort yourfelf, I will * carry you and your brother home, and make your peace. Return and acquaint your brother with my arrival. 
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I While the king of China encamped in the fame place here Prince Amgrad met him, that prince returned 1 let the king of the magicians, who waited for him ipatiently, know how he had fucceeded. The king was amazed that fo mighty a king as he of hina Ihould undertake fuch a long and troublefome ourney out of a delire to fee his daughter; andfeeinghe ras fo near his capital, he gave orders to make things •1) eady for his reception, and went forth to meet him. While thefe things were tranfa&ing, a great duft vas feen from another quarter of the town : And fud- lenly news came of the arrival of a third army, which 1 ibliged the king to Hop, and to delire Prince Amgrad >nce more to fee who they were, and on what account hey came. Amgrad went accordingly, and Prince Aflad accom- lamed him. They found it was Camaralzaman their ather’s army; with whom he was coming to leek for hem. He was fo grieved for the lofs of his fons, that at aft Emir Giendar declared how he faved their lives, and owards what country the two princes had travelled. The fad father embraced the two princes with floods sf joyous tears, which put an end to thofe he had a long time ftied for grief. The princes had no fooner told him the king of China, his father-in-law, was arri- ved, but he detached himlelf from the grand army, and, with a fmall party, among whom were his own fons, rode to wait upon him in his camp. They had not cone far before they faw a fourth army, advancing in rair array; which feemed to come from the Perlian fide. Camaralzaman bid the two princes go and fee what army it was, and he would, in the mean while, ftay for them. They departed immediately, and coming up to it, they were prefented to the king, whom they faluted with due reverence, and demanded on what delign he approached fo near the king of the magicians’ capital? The giand vilier, who was prefent, anfwered in the name of the king, his mailer, The monarch to whom you fpeak is Schahzaman, king of the ifles of the Chil- 
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dren of Khaledan, who has a long time travelled thus attended, to feek his fon, Prince Camaraizaman, who left his dominions many years ago : If you know any thing of him, you cannot oblige him more than to ac- quaint him with it. The princes only replied, that they would bring himtj an anfwer in a little time: and galloping back as faft as they could, told Camaraizaman it was Xing Schahza-1 

man’s army, and that his father was with it in perfon. Wonder, furprife, joy, and grief, to have left the king his father without taking leave of him, had fuch an effedt on King Camaraizaman, that he fell into a fwoon as foon as he heard he was fo near. Prince Am- grad and Prince Aflad fo laboured to recover him, that at laft he came to himfelf; and when he was in a con- dition to ride to his father’s tent, he threw himfelf at his feet. Never was there a more moving interview : Schah- zaman kindly complained of Camaralzaman’s unkind- nefs in fo cruelly leaving him; and Camaraizaman dif- covered a hearty forrow for the fault he had committed. The three kings, and Queen Margiana, ftaid three days at the court of the king of the magicians, who treated them magnificently. Thofe three days were rendered the more remarkable by Prince Affad’s mar- riage with Queen Margiana, and Prince Amgrad’s with Boftama, for the fervice (he had done his brother Aflad. At laft, the three kings, and Queen Margiana, with her hulband, Prince All'ad, went to their feyeral king- doms. As for Amgrad, the king of the magicians had fuch a love for him he wou d not pan with him: and, being very old, he refigned his crown to him. King Amgrad, when he had the fupreme authority, did his utmoft to exterminate the worlhip of tire, and eftablifh the Mahometan religion throughout all his territories. 
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The Story of Noureddin and the Fair Persian. 

BALSORA was fo many years the capital of a king- dom tributary to the caliphs of Arabia. The king rho governed it, in the days of Caliph Haroun Alraf- hid, was named Zinchi. They were both coufins, the >ns of two brothers. Zinchi not thinking it proper to ommit the adminiftration of his affairs to one fingle ifier, made choice of two, Khacan and Saouy. Khacan was of a fweet, generous, and affable tem- er, and took a wonderful pride in obliging thofe with ihom he had any concern, to the utmoll of his power, without the leaft hinderance or prejudice to juftice, whenever it was demanded of him-, fo that he was niverfally refpefted both at court, in the city, and hroughout the whole kingdom ; and every body’s louth was full of the praifes he fo highly deferred. Saouy was of a quite different cbarafter; he was al- vays fallen and morofe, and treated every body after difrefpedtful manner, without any regard to their ank or quality: inftead of making himfelf beloved nd admired for his riches, he was fo perfeift a mifer is to deny himfelf the neceffaries of life. In Ihort, no- )ody could endure him; and if ever any thing was faid o him, to be fure it was fomething of ill. But what ncreafed the people’s hatred againft him the more, vas his implacable averfion for Khacan; always inter- treting in the worft fenfe the adlions of that worthy ninifter, and endeavouring to do him all the ill offices maginable with the king. One day after council, the king of Balfora diverted isimfelf with his two vifters, and lome other members of the council; they fell into difcourfe about the wo- nen-flaves, that with us are daily bought and fold, and ire almofi reckoned in the fame rank with our wives. Some were of opinion, that it was enough if the Have that one bought was beautiful and well fhaped,tQ make is amends for the wives, which very often, upon the Account of alliance or interefl in families, we are forced i VOL, II, c c 
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to marry, who are not always the greateft beauties, nor miftreffes of any perfedtions, either of mind or body; Others maintained, and amongft the reft Khacan, that neither beauty, nor a thoufand other charming perfec: tions of the body, were the only things to be coveted in a miftrefs, but they ought to be accompanied with a great deal of wit, prudence, modefty, and agreeable-! nefs ; and, if poffible, abundance of fenfe and penetra- tion. The reafon they gave for it, was, that nothing in the world could be more agreeable to perfons on whom the management of important affairs depended, than, after having fpent the day in that fatiguing em- ployment, to have a companion in their retirement, whofe converfation is not only agreeable, but ufeful and diverting: For in fhort, continued they, there is but little difference between brutes and tbofe men who keep a miftrefs only to look upon her, and gratify a, paffion that we have in common with them. The king was entirely of their opinion who fpoko laft, and he quickly gave fome demonftration of it, by! ordering Khacan to buy him a flave, one that was a perfed beauty, miftrefs of all thofe qualifications they! had juft mentioned, and efpecially very ingenious. Saouy, jealous of the honour the king had done Khacan, and vexed at his being of a contrary opinion. Sir, fays he, it will be very difficult to find a have fo accomplifhed as to anfwer your majefty’s demand -. and fhould they light upon fuch a one, (as I fcarce believe they will), (he will be a cheap bargain at ten thoufand pieces of gold. Saouy, replied the king, I perceive plainly you think it too great a {urn ; it may be fo for you, though not for me. Then turning to the chief treafurer, he ordered him to fend the ten thouiancj pieces of gold to the vifier’s houfe. Khacan, as foon as he came home, fent for all the courtiers who ufed to deal in women-flayes, and ftridly charged them, that if ever they met with a Have that anfwered, the defcription he gave them, they fhould gqme and acquaint him with ft. The courtiers, partly 
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i 1 oblige the vtfier, and partly for their own intereft, v romifed to ufe their utmoft endeavours to find out ' le to his liking. Accordingly there was fcarce a day j afled but they brought him one, yet he always found “ >me fault or other with them. it One day as Khacan was getting on horfeback very ' irly in the morning to go to court, a courtier came to . im, and with a great deal of eagernefs catching hold ! f the ftirrup, told him there wasaPerlian merchant ar- ; ved very late the day before, who had a Have to fell, > (urprifingly beautiful, that (he excelled all women lat bis eyes had ever beheld; as for her parts and ■arning, the merchant engaged fne fltall cope with the neft wits, and the moll knowing perfons of the age. Khacan, overjoyed at this news, which made him ope for a favourable reception at court, ordered him o bring the Have to his palace againft his coming back, :nd fo continued his journey The courtier failed not to be at the vilier’s at the ppointed hour; and Khacan finding the lovely Have 0 much beyond his expedtation, immediately gave her he name of the fair Perfian As Ihe had an infinite leal of wit and learning, he foon perceived, by her ronverfation, that it was in vain to leatch any farther or a Have that lurpaffed her in any of thofe qualifica- ions required by the king, and therefore he alked the ;ourtier at what rate the Perfian merchant valued her. Sir, replied the courtier, he is a man of few words n bargaining, and tells me, that the very loweil rate re can part with her at is ten thoufand pieces of gold, de has alfo fworn to me, that, without reckoning his sains and trouble from the time of his firft taking care sf her, he has laid out pretty near the fum upon her rducation, on mailers to inttruft and teach her, befides :lothes and maintenance: And as he always thought ler fit for a king, fo from her very infancy, in which le bought her, he has not been fparing in any thing hat might contribute towards advancing her to that ugh honour. She plays upon all forts of inftruments c c a 
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to perfedtion, (he dances, lings, writes better than the moft celebrated authors, underftands poetry ; and in fliort, there is fcarce any book but what Ihe has read, fo that there never was a flave of fo vaft a capacity heard of before. The vifier Khacan, who underflood the merit of the fair Perfian better than the courtier, that only reported what he had heard from the merchant, was unwilling to drive off the bargain till another time : and therefore he fent one of his fervants to look after the merchant, where the courtier told him he was to be found. As foon as the Perfian merchant came, It is not for myfelf, but the king, fays the vifier Khacan, that I buy your flaaK : but, however, you muft let him have her at a more reafonable price than what you have already fet upon her. Sir, replied the merchant, I fhould do myfelf an un- I fpeakable honour in offering her as a prefe itto his ma- ; jetty, were I able to make him one of fo ineftimable a value. I barely afk no more than what education and | breeding up has coil me; and all 1 have to fay is, that 1 believe his majefty will be extremely pleafed with the purchafe. The vifier Khacan would ftand no longer bargaining with the merchant, but paid him the money down im- j mediately. Sir, fays he to the vifier, upon taking his leave of him, fince the flave is defigned for the king’s | life, give me leave to tell you, that being extremely fa- tigued with our long journey together, you fee her at j a great difadvantage, and though (he has not her equal in the world for beauty, yet if you pleafe to keep her at your own houfe but for a fortnight, and ftrive a little to pleafe and humour her, fhe will appear quite another creature ; after that you may prefent her to the king with abundance of honour and credit; for which, I doubt not but you will think yourfelf much obliged to me. The fun, you fee, has a little tarnifhed her com- plexion ; but after two or three times bathing, and when you have dreffed her accordiug to the faihion of 
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your country, the will appear to your eyes infinitely more charming than now. Khacan was mightily pleafed with the advice the merchant gave him, and was refolved to follow it. A c- cordingly the fair Perfian was lodged in a particular apartment near his lady’s, whom he defired to invite her to an entertainment, and henceforth to treat her as a miltrefs defigned for the king; He alfo entreated his lady to get the richeft clothes for her that poffibly could be had, and efpecially thofe that became her belt. Be- fore he took his leave of the fair Perfian, he fays, Your happinefs, Madam, cannot be greater than what I am about to procure for you, fince it is for the king him- felf I have bought you; and 1 hope he will be better pleafed with the enjoyment of you, than I am in dif- charging the trull his majefty has laid upon me : How- ever, I think it my duty to warn you of my fon, who, though he has a tolerable lhare of wit, yet is a young, wanton, forward youth; and therefore have a care how you fuffer him to come near you. The fair Perfian thanked him for his good advice, and after flie had given him an afiurance of her intention to follow it, he withdrew. Noureddin, for fo the vifier’s fon was named, had all the liberty imaginable in his mother’s apartment with tvhom he ufually ate : He was very genteel, young, agreeable, and bold ; and being matter of abundance of wit, and readinefs of expreflion, he had the ait of per- fuading people to whatever he pleafed. He faw the fair Perfian ; and from their firft interview, though he knew his father had bought her purpofely for the king, and he bimfelf had declared the fame, yet he never ufed the lealt endeavour to put a ftop to the violence of his paflion. in Ihoit, he religned h:mfelf wholly to the power of her charms, by which his heart was at firll conquered, and being ravilhed with her converfation, he was refolved to ufe his utmoft endeavours to get her ! from the king. On the other hand, the fair Perfian had no diflike to; c c 3 
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Noureddin. The vifier, fays fhe to herfelf, has done me a particular honour in buying me for the king of Bal- fara ; but 1 fhould have thought myftlf very happy if he had defigned me only for his fon. Noureddin was not backward in making ufe of the advantage of feeing, entertaining, and converfing with a beauty he was fo paffionately in love with; for he would never leave her until his mother forced him to do it. My fon, (he would fay, it is not proper for a young man, as you are, to be always amonglt the ladies; go mind your ftudies, that in time you may be worthy to fucceed your father in his high ports and honours. It being a great while (ince the fair Perfian had bathed, on account of her late fatiguing journey, the vi- fier’s lady, five or fix days after (he was bought, ordered a private bath in her own houfe to be got ready purpofely for her. She had a great many women (laves to wait upon her, who were charged by the vifier’s lady to be as careful of her as of her own perfon, and after bathing, to put on her a very rich fuit of clothes that (h, had provided for her ; and all the pains and care was taken purely to ingratiate herfelf the more into her hulband’s affedhon, by letting him fee how much (lie concerned herfelf in every thing that contributed to his pleafure. As foon as ihe came out of the bath, the fair Perfian, a thoufand times more beautiful than ever (he appeared to Khacan when he bought her, went to make a vilit to his lady, who at firft fight hardly knew her. After ha- ving faluted her in a very graceful manner. Madam, fays (lie, I know not how you like me in this drefs you have been pleafed to order for me ; but your women, who tell me it becomes me fo extremely well they (hould fcarce know me, are fuch grofs flatterers, that it is from you alone I expedt to hear the truth : But, however, if what they fay be really fo, it is to you entirely, Madam, that I owe the advantage it has given me. Oh ! my daughter, cries the vifier’s lady, quite tra«f- pnrted with joy, you have no reafon in the world to believe my women have flattered you: I am better 
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killed in beauty than they are, and fetting afide your Irefs, which becomes you admirably well, you appear b much handfomer than you did before your bathing, hat I hardly knew you myfelf: If I thought the bath ras yet hot enough, I would willingly take my turn, or I am now of an age that requires frequent ufe of it. •fadam, replied the fair Perfian, I have nothing to fay o the undeferved civilities you have been pleafed to how me, but as for the bath, it is wonderfully fine, and f you defign to go in, you muft be quick, for there is 10 time to be loft, as your women can inform you as veil as I. The vifier’s lady, confideringthat (he had not bathed ‘orfome days paft, was willing to m ike ufe of that op- portunity ; and accordingly (he acquainted her women with her intention, who immediately prepared all things lecefiary on fuch an occafion. The fair Perfian with- irewto her apartment; and the vifier’s lady, before (he went to bathe, ordered two little (laves to ftay with her, with a ftridt charge, that if Noureddin came, they ihould jot give him admittance. While the vifier’s lady was bathing, and the fair Have done in her apartment, in came Noureddin, and not inding his mother in her chamber, went diredtly to the air Perfian’s, where he found the two little flaves iu he anti chamber. He alked them where his mother was ? They told him, in the bath. Where is the fair Perfian hen ? replied Noureddin. In her chamber, anfwered he (laves; but we have pofitive orders from your mo- :her not to let you go in. The entrance into the fair Perfian’s chamber being anly covered with a piece of tapeftry, Noureddin went 10 lift it up in order to go in, but was oppofed by the •wo Haves, who clapped themfelves juft before it ou purpofe to (top his paflage ; he prcfently caught hold of both their arms, and thrufting them out of the anti- thamber, locked the door upon them. Away they im* mediately ran with a great outcry to the bath, and with creeping eyes told their l,ady, that Noureddin, having 
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driven them away by force, was gone into the fair Per' Can’s chamber. The vifier’s lady received the aftonifhing news of her fon’s prefumption with the greateft concern that could'; be; Ihe immediately left off bathing, and dreffing her- felf with all poffible fpeed, came diredtly to the fair. Perfian’s chamber; but before ihe could get thither, Noureddin was fairly marched off. The fair Perfian was extremely furprifed to fee the vifier’s lady enter her chamber all in tears, and in the; ptmoft confufion imaginable : Madam, fays fhe to her,; may I prefume to alk you the occafion of your concern H and what accident has happened in the bath, that makes you leave it fo foon ? What! cries the vifier’s lady, can you fo calmly alk. that queftion, after your entertaining my fon Noured-; din alone in your chamber ? or can there happen a greater misfortune either to him or me ? I befeech you, Madam, fays the fair (lave, what in- jury can this a&ion of Noureddin’s do either to you or him ? How ! replied the vifier’s lady, did not my hufband tell you that you were defigned for the king, and fuf- ficiently cautioned you to have a care of Nouredhin ? ij I have not forgot it, Madam, replied the fair Perfian ; but your fon came to tell me the vifier his father has changed his mind, and, in Head of refcrving me for the king, as he firft defigned, has made him a prtfent of my perfon. I eafily believed him, Madam ; for dh ! think how a (lave as 1 am, accuftomed from my infant years to the bonds of fervitude, could have the heart and power to relilt him ! 1 mult own i did it with the lefs unwillingnefs on account of a violent pallion for him, which tie freedom of converlation, and feeing one an- other daily, has raifed in my foul; I could freely lofe the hopes of ever being the king’s, and think myfdf the happielt of creatures, in fpending my whole life with iNoureddin. At this difcourfe of the fair Perfian’f, Would to God, 
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Ties the vificr’s lady, that what you fay were true! for hen I Ihould have no reafon to be concerned ; but be- ieve me, Noureddin is an impoftor, and you are de- rived ; for it is impoflible his father fliould ever make um the prefent you fpoke of; Ah! wretched youth, low miferable haft thou made me ! but more thy fa- her, by the difmal confequences we muft all expedt to hare with him! Neither my prayers, nor tears will be ible to prevail, or obtain a pardon for him; but as bon as his father hears of his violence to you, he will nevitably faerifice him to his juft refentment. At the rnd of thefe words, (he fell a-weeping bitterly, and the laves, who had as tender a regard for Noureddin as rerfelf, bore her company. A little after this in came the vifier Khacan ; and be- ng mightily fuiprifed to find his lady and her Haves all in tears, and the fair Perfian very melancholy, alked the reafon of it ? but they, inftead of anfwering him, kept on weeping, and making hideous lamentations. He was more aftonifhed at this than he was before ; at fllaft addrefling himfelf to his wife, I command you, fays ■he, to let me know the occafion of your tears, and to ■tell me the whole truth of the matter. The poor difconfolate lady being forced to fatisfy her hufband, Sir, fays (he, you (hall firft promife not to ufe me unkindly upon the difeovery of what you are deli- rous to know, fince I tell you beforehand, that what has happened has not been occafioned by any fault of mine. While I was bathing with my women, continued Ihe, your fon, laying hold of that fatal opportunity to ruin us both, came hither, and made the fair Perfian believe, that inftead of referving her for the king, as you once ddigned, you had given her to him as a prefent. I do not fay he has done this out of an ill defign, but fhall leave you to judge of it yourfelf; It is upon your ac- count, and his, for whom I want confidence to implore your pardon, that I am fo extremely concerned. It is impoffible to exprefs the vifier Khacan’s diftrac- tion upon the hearing of the infolence of his fon Nott- 
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reddio: Ah! cried he, beating his breaft, and tearing' his beard, sr.iferable for. ! unworthy of life ! haft thou at laft thrown thy father from the higheft pinnacle o£; 

happinefs into a misfortune that muft inevitably involve* thee alfo in its ruin ? Neither will the king be fatisfied) with thy blood nor mine, but will revenge himfelf alter s a more fevere manner for the affront offered to his royal perfon. His lady ufed her utmoft endeavours to comfort and affuage his forrow. Concern yourfelf no more about the matter, fny dear, faid fhe ; I will fell part of- my jewels for ten thoufand pieces of gold, with which you may buy another Have handfomer, and more agreeable to the king’s fancy than this. >•! Ah! replied the vifier, could you think me of fo mean j a fpirit, as to be fo extremely affli&ed at the lofing of ' ten thoufand pieces of gold ? It is not that, nor the lo- j ling of all my goods, which I can eafily part with, but the forfeiting of my honour, more precious than all the riches in the world, that torments and touches me fo i nearly. However, methinks, replied the lady, this can be no very confiderable damage, lince it is in the power of money to repair it. How ! cried the vifier, you know Saouy is my mor- ! tal enemy, and as foon as this affair comes to his know- I ledge, do you think that he will not infult over me, md mock my misfortunes before the king i Your majefty, \ he will fay to him, is always talking of Khacan’s zeal 1 and affedtion for your fervice : but fee what a proof he has lately given of his being worthy the refpedt you have hitherto fhown him. He has received ten thoufand pieces of gold to buy a flave with, and, to do him juf- . tice, he has honourably performed that commilfion in buying the molt beautiful that ever eyes beheld ; but ; inftead of bringing her to your majelty, he has thought it better to make a prefent of her to his fon ; Here, my fon, faid he, take this flave, fince thou art more worthy of her than the king. Then, with his ufual malice, will he go on, His ion has her now entirely in his poifefiion, 
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ind every day revels in her arms, without the lead dif- turbance: This, Sir, is the whole truth of the matter, hat I have done tnyfelf the honour of acquainting you with ; and if your majefty queftions the truth of it, you may ealily fatisfy yourfelf. Do you not plainly fee, my dear, continued the vilier, how, upon fuch a malicious infinuation as this, 1 am every moment liable to have my (joufe forced open by the king’s guards, and the fair Perlian taken from me, befides a thotifind other mis- fortunes that will unavoidably follow i Sir, faid the vi- fier’s lady to her hulband, after he had finilhed his dif- courfe, lam fenfible the malice of Saouy is very great,and that if he has had but the lead intimation of this affair, he will certainly give it a turn very difadvantageous to your intereft; but how is it poffible that he, or any body elfe, Ihould come to the knowledge of what has been privately tranfaiSed in your family ? Suppole it comes to the king’s ear, and he Ihould aflc you about it, can- not you fay, that upon drift examination, you did not think the Have fo fit for his majedy’s ufe as you did at the fiid view; that the merchant has cheated you ; that indeed, Ihe has a great deal of beauty, but is nothing near fo witty or agreeable as Ihe was reported to be. The king will certainly believe what you fay, and Saouy be vexed to the foul to fee all his malicious defigns of. ruining you eternally difappointed; Take courage then, and if you will follow my advice, fend for all the cour- tiers ; tell them that you do not like the fair Perfian, and order them to be as expeditious as poflible in getting another (lave. The vilier Khacan, highly approving this advice, was refolved to make ufe of .t, and though his paffion began to cool a little, yet his indignation _agahilt hii. fon Noureddin was not in the lead abated. Noureddin came not in fight all that day; and not daring to hide himfclf among his companions, led his father Ihould fearch their houfes lor him, he went a little way out of town, and took fanftuary in a garden i where he had never been before, and where his perfoa yas utterly unknown. It was vgry late when he came 
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back, being willing to ftay till his father was a bed,! and then his mother’s women, opening the door very foftly, let him in without any manner of noife: The next morning he went out before his father wasftirring;' and thus for a whole month was he put to his Ihifts, which was a great mortification to him. Indeed the women never flattered him, but told him plainly his fa- ther’s anger was as great as ever, and, if he came in his fight, he would certainly kill him. Though the vifier’s lady was informed by her women of Noureddin’s lying every night in the houfe, yet (he durft not prefume to entreat her hulband to pardon him : At laft, one day, fays (he to him, I have hitherto been filent, not daring to take the liberty of talking to you about your fyn; but now give me leave to afk you What you intend to do with him ? Indeed, it is impof- fible for a fon to be more criminal towards a father than Noureddin has been towards you; he has robbed you of the honour and fatisfailion of prefenting the king with a Have fo accompliflied as the fair Perfian ; but after all, are you abfolutely refolved to deftroy him, and inftead of a light evil, draw upon yourfelf a far greater, than perhaps you imagine at prefent ? Are you not afraid that the world, which fpitefully inquires after the reafon of your fon’s abfconding, (hould find out the true caufe which you are fo defirous of keeping fecret ? and if that Ihould happen, you would juftly fall into a misfortune which it is fo much your intereft to avoid. Madam, faid the vifier, there is abundance of found reafoning in what you have urged : however, I cannot think of pardoning Noureddin till I have humbled him a little more. He (hall be fufiiciently mortified, replied the lady, if you w ill put in execution what is juft come into my miud ; You muft know then your Ion comes hither every night after you are a-bed ; he lies here, and fteals out every morning before you are ftirring 5 you fhall wait for his coming in to-night, make as if you defigned to kill him ; upon which, I will run to his af« fiftance, and when he finds his life entirely owing to 
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y prayers and entreaties, you may oblige him to take ie fair tferfian on what condition foever you pleafe. e loves her, and I am feniible the fair (lave has no aver- an for him. Khacan was very willing to make ufe of this ftrata- ;m ; fo when Noureddin came at the ufual hour be- >re the door was opened, he placed himi'df behind it; s foon as ever fie entered, he rufhed fuddenly upon im, and got him down under his feet. Noureddin, ftmg up his head, faw his father with a dagger in his and, ready prepared to ftab him. In that very inftant, in came his mother, and catching old of the vifier’s arm, Sir, cried fhe, what are you ■doing ? Let me alone, replied the vifier, that I may ill this bafe unworthy fon. You fhall kill me firft, ried the mother ; nor will I fuffer you to imbrue your ands in your own blood ; Speak to him, Noureddin, peak to him, and improve this tender moment. My ather, cried he, with tears in his eyes, I implore your lemencyand companion ; nor muft you deny me par- ion, fince I alk it in his name, before whom we mult 11 appear at the laft day. Khacan fuffered the poignard to be taken out of his rand ; and as foon as Noureddin was releafed, he threw limfelf at his fathet’s feet, and killed them, to Ihow how incerely he repented of his having ever offended him. 'Joureddin, faid he, return your mother thanks, fince t is purely for her fake 1 pardon you. I defign alfo to live you the fair Perfian, on condition that you will oblige yourfelf by an oath not to look upon her any onger as a fiave, but as your wife, that you will not fell her, nor ever be divorced from her; for Ihe having ibundance of wit and prudence, befides much better rondudt than you, I am perfuaded fhe will be able to moderate thofe ralh faliies of youth which are enough :o ruin you. Noureddin, who little expected to be treat- ed after fo kind and indulgent a manner, returned his father a thoufand thanks, with all the gratitude and fin- terity imaginable j and in the cor.clulion, the vilkr, the 
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fair Perfian, and he, were well pieafed and fatisfied with the match. The vifierKhacan would net ftayin expectation of thd| king’s alking him about the order he had given h’trij but took a particular care to mention it often, in repre- fenting to his majefty the many difficulties he met with in that affair, and how fearful he was of not acquitting] himfelf to his majefly’s fatisfaCtion. In fhort, he ma- naged the bufineis with fo much cunning and addrefs, that the king infenfibly forgpt it; and though Saouy had got fome fmall information of the matter, yet Kha- can was fo much in the king’s favour, that he was afraid to fpeak of it. It was now above a year that this nice affair had been kept with greater fecrecy than at firft the vifier expect- ed, when being one day in the bath, and fome import- ant bufinefs obliging him to leave it all in a Iweat, the air, which was then a littie moift, ftruck a damp to his breaft, caufed a defluxion of rheum to fall upon his lungs, which threw him into a violent fever, and con- ; fined him to his bed. His illnefs growing every day worfe, and perceiving he had but a feW moments to live, he thus addreffed himfelf to his fon Noureddin, who never ftirred from him during his whole licknefs; My fon, I know not whether I have made a good ufe of the riches Heaven has bleffed me with, but you fee they are not able to fave me from the hands of death j the laft thing I defire of you with my dying breath is, that you would be mindful of the prornile you made to me con- cerning the fair Ptrlian, and with a certainty of that, I ihall die pieafed, and well contented, Thefe were the vifier’s laft words, who, dying a few moments after, left his family, the court, and the whole city, in great affliction for his death. The king lament- ed him, as having loft a wife, zealous, and faithful mi- nifter; and the w'hole city wept for him as their pro- tector and benefaCior. Never was there a funeral at Bal- fora folemnized with greater-pomp and magnificence ; tlie vifier? and emirs, and in general, all the grandees of * 
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:he court, ftrove for the honour of bearing his coffin, one after another, upon their (boulders, to the place of burial : and both rich and poor accompanied him thi- ther with tears. Noureddin gave all the demonftration of a fomnV equal to the lof> he had lately fuftained, and lived a jreat while without ever feeing any company. At laft, be admitted of a vifit from an intimate friend of his. His friend endeavoured to comfort him all he could, and finding him a little inclinable to hear reafon, he told him, that, having paid what was due to the memory of his father, and fully fatlsti'ed all thatcultom and decency required of him, ft was now high time to appear again in the world, to converfe with his friends, and maintain a character fuitabie to his birth and merit: For, con- tinued he, we fhould fin both againft the laws of nature and civility, and be thought infenfible, if, upon the death of our fathers, we neglected to pay them what filial love and tendernefs require at our hands ; but ha- ying once performed that duty, and put it out of the power of any man to reproach us, upon that account, we are obliged to return to our ufual method of living. Dry up your tears, then, and re-afiume that wonted air of gaiety which always infpires with joy thofe who have the honour of your converfation. This advice feeming very reafonable to Noureddin, he was eafuy perfuaded to follow it; and if he had been ruled by his friend in every thing, he would cer- tainly have avoided all the misfortunes that afterwards befel him. He treated him very nobly; and when he took his leave, Noureddin defired him to come the next day, and bring three or four friends of their acquaint- ance. By this means, he infenfrbly fell into the fociety of about ten young gentlemen, pretty near his own age ; with whom he (pent his time in continual feafting and entertainments; and fcarce a day came over his head | but he made every one of them fome very confiderable piefent. Sometimes, to oblige his friends after a more parti- pda 
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cular manner, Noureddin would fend for the fair Per- • fian to entertain them ; who, notwithftanding her obei dience to his command, never approved of his extravaJ gant way of living, and often took the liberty of fpeak- ing her mind freely. Sir, faid ihe, I queftion not but your father has left you abundance of riches ; but how great foever they are, be not angry with your flave foj telling you, that, at this rate of living, you will quickly fee an end of them. We may fometimes indeed afford to treat our friends, and be merry with them ; but to make a daily practice of it, is certainly the high road to ruin' and deftruftion. Therefore, for your own honour and reputation, you would do much better to follow the footlteps of your deceafed father, that in time you may rife to that dignity by which he has acquired fo much glory and renown. Noureddin hearkened to the fair Perfian’s difeourfe with a fmiling countenance: and when fhe had done, My charmer, faid he, with the fame air of mirth, fay no more of that; let us talk of nothing but mirth and pleafure. In my father’s life- time I was always under reftraint, and I am now refol- Ved to enjoy the liberty I fo much fighed for before his death, it time enough for me to think of leading a fober, regular life ; and a man of my age ought to tafte the pleafures of youth. What contributed very much towards ruining Nou- reddin’s fortune, was his unwillingnefs to reckon with his fteward; for whenever he brought in his accounts, he itill fent him away without examining them : Go, go, faid he, I truft wholly to your honefty ; therefore only take care to let me have wherewith to make merry. You are the m..fter. Sir, replied he, and 1 but the fteward; however, you would do well to think upon the proverb, He that fpends much, and has but little, xnuft at lift infenfibly be reduced to poverty. You are not contented with keeping an extravagant table, but you mud lavhh away your eftate with both hands : And were your coffers as large as mountains, they would pot be fufticient to maintain you. fte gone, replied 
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Noureddin, your grave teflons are needlefs: only take care to provide good eating and drinking> and trouble your head no farther about the reft. In the mean time, Noureddin’s friends were conftant guefts at his table, and never failed making fome advan- tage from the eafinefs of his temper. They praifed and flattered him, extolling his moft indifferent a&ionstothfc very fkies: Hut, above all, they took particular care ta commend whatever belonged to him and his ; and this, they found, turned to fome account. Sir, fays one of them, I came the other d-y by your eftate that lies in. fuch a place; certainly there is nothing fo magnificent* orfohandfomelyfurniihed asyourhoufe; andthegarden belonging to it is a paradife upon earth. I am very glad it pleafes you, fays Noureddin: Here, bring me pen, ink, and paper; but without more words, it is at your fer- vice, and I make you a prefent of it. No fooner had others comme (led his houfes, baths, and fome public buildings tmited for the ufe of Itrangers, the yearly re- venue of which was very confiderable, but he imme- diately gave them away. The fair Perfian could not forbear letting him know how much injury he did him- felf; but inftead of taking any notice of it, he continued his extravagancies, and, upon the firft opportunity, fquandercd away the little he had left. In ihort, Nou- rtddin did nothing for a whole year together, but feait- cd and made himl'e.f merry, wafting and confuming, after a prodigal manner, the riches that his predeceffors, and the good vifier, his father, had with fo much pains and care heaped together, and preferred. The year was but juft expired, when fomebody one day knocked at the hall door, where he and his friends Were at dinner together by themfelves, having lent away their (laves that they might enjoy a greater liberty and freedom of converfation. One of his friends offered to rife, but Noureddin I ftepped before him, and opened the door himfelf, it furim it was the fteward ; and Noureddin going a little i> d 3 
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ouj of the hall to know,his bufsnefs, left the door half' open. The friend, that offered to rife from his feat, feeing it; ■was the fteward, and being fomewhat curious to know what he had to fay to Noureddin, placed himfelf be- i tween the hangings and the door, where he plainly overheard the fteward’s difcourfe t6 his mafter. Sir, faid the fteward, I alk a thoufand pardons for my co- ming to difturb you in the height of your joys ; but this’ affair is of fuch importance, that 1 thought myfelf bound in duty to acquaint you with it. I am come. Sir, ] to make up my laft accounts, and to tell you that what! I all along forefaw, and have often warned you of, is at jaft come to paft. Behold, Sir, fays he ((bowing him a fmall piece of money) the remainder of all the fums I have received from you during my ftewardfliip; the - other funds you were pleafed to affign me are all ex- haufted. The farmers, and thofe that owe you rent, have made it fo plainly appear to me that you have af- Jigned over to others whatever remains in their hands \ due to you, that it is impoflible for me to get any more off them upon your account. Here are my books; if you pleafe, examine them ; and if you think fit to con- tinue me in the place I am now in, order me fome other funds, or elfe give me leave to quit your fervice. Nou- j-eddin was fo aftonilhed at this difeourfe, that be gave him no manner of anfwer. The friend, who had been liftening all this while, and had heard every fyllable of what the fteward faid, im- mediately came in, and told the company what he had lately overheard. It is your bufinefs, gentlemen, fays he, to make ufe of this caution ; for my part, 1 declare it openly to you, this is the laft vifit I defign ever to makeNoyreddin. Nay, replied they, if matters go thus, we have as little bufinefs here as you ; and, for the fu- ture, (hall take care not to trouble him with our com- pany. Noureddin returned prefently after; yet, notwith- iftancling hi? carrying it pleaf^ptly to feis guefts, by put- 
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ng them into a merry humour again, he could not fo andfomely diflemble the matter, but they plainly per- ;ived the truth of what they had been informed of. le was fcarce fat down in his place, but one of his lends rofe up, faying, Sir, I am forty I cannot have the onour of your company any longer; and therefore I ope you will excufe my rudenefs in leaving you fo foon. yhat urgent affair have you, replied Noureddin, that bliges you to be goipg ? My wife, Sir, faid he, is rought to-bed to-day, and upon fuch an occafion, you now, a hufband’s company is very acceptable: So, taking a very low bow, away he went. A minute af- rrwards, a fecond took his leave upon another fham ex- ufe : and fo one alter another, till at lalt not one of hofe ten friends, that had hitherto kept Noureddin ompany, was left in the room. As foon as they were gone, Noureddin, little fufpeft- ig the refolution they had made of never vifiting him, irent diredtly to the fair Perlian’s apartment; to whom, 1 private, he related all the Reward had told him, and :emed extremely concerned at the ill poflure of his af- urs. Sir, faid the fair Perfian to him, you would never ake my advice, but always managed your concerns fter your own way, and now you fee the fatal confe- uences of it. I find I was not miftaken, when I pre- aged to what a miferable condition you would bring ourfelf at laft ; but what afflidts me the more is, that t prefent you do not fee the worft of your misfortunes. Vhenever I prefumed freely to impart my thoughts to ou, Let us be merry, faid you, and in pleafures im- uove the time that fortune has kindly given us; per- laps fire will not always be fo prodigal of her favours : Jut was I now to blame in telling you that we are the nakers or undoers of our own fortunes, by a prudent jr foolifh management of them ? You indeed would lever hearken to me; fo at laft, much againft my will, | was forced to deiift. and let you alone, j I muft own, replied Noureddin, I was extremely in [be wrong in not following the advice that you, out of 
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your abundance of prudence and difcretion,was pleafed to give me. It is true, I have fpent my eftate ; but doi you npt confiderit is among friends of a long acquaint- ance, who, I am perfuaded, h ive more generolity and gratitude in them, than to abandon or forfake me in diftrefs ? Sir, replied the fair Perfian, if you have no- thing but the gratitude of your friends to depend on, you are in a defperate condition ; For, believe me, that hope is vain and ill grounded, and you will tell me fo ; yourfelf in a very little time. To this, Noureddin replied, charming Perfian, 1 have ' a better opinion of my friends’ generofity than you : ; To-morrow I defign to make a vifit to them all, before J the ufual t.me of their coming hither, and you fhdl fee ■ me return with a vaft fum, that they will raife among | them to fupport me ; lam refolved to change my way ^ of living, and, with the money they lend me, fct up for : a merchant. The next morning,Noureddin failed not to vifit his ten ; friends, who lived in the very fame ftreet; he knocked ; 

at the firft door he came at, where one of the richeft of | them lived. A fiave came to the door ; but before he.l would open it, he afked who was there ? Go to your ..j matter, fays he to the (lave, and tell him it is Noured- j din, the late vifier’s fon. Upon this, the flave opens the . door, and Ihows him into a hall, where he left him to go and tell his matter, who was in an inner room, that Noureddin was come to wait upon him. Noureddin, cried he, in a dilmal tone, loud enough for Noureddia to hear it with futprife ; go tel! him I am not at home ; and whenever he comes hither, be fire you give him the fame anfwer. The Have came back, and told Noured- din he thought his matter was within, but he was m f- taken. Noureddin came away in the greateft confufion in ' the world. Ah ! bafe, ungrateful wretch ! faid he to himfelf, to treat me fo bafely to-day, after the vows and proteftations of love and frierrdihip that you made me yefterday. From thence he went to another door, 
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but that friend ordered his flaves alfo to fay he was gone out. He had the fame anfwer at the third ; and, in Ihort, all the reft denied themfelves, though every one of them was at home at the fame time. It was now that Noureddin began in earned to re- flect with himfdf, and be convinced of the folly of his too credulous temper, in relying fo much upon the vows and proteftations of amity, that his falfe friends in the time of his profperity had folemnly made him : It is very true, faid he to himfelf, that a fortunate man, as I was, may be compared to a tree loaded with fruit, which, as long as there is any remaining on its boughs, people will be crowding round ; but, as foon as it is ftripped of all, they immediately leave it, and go to another. He fmothered his paffions as much as poffible ■while he was abroad : but no fooner was he got home, but he gave loofe to his forrow, and refigned himfelf wholly to it. The fair Perfian, feeing him fo extremely concerned, fancied he.had not found his friends fo ready to aflilt him as he expected : Well, Sir, faid Ihe, are you now convinced of the truth of what I told you ? Ah ! cried he, my dear, thou haft been too true a prophetefs ; for not one of them would fo much as know me, fee me, or fpeak to me. Oh ! who could ever have believed that perfons fo highly obliged to me, as they are, and on whom I have fpent my eftate, could ever have ufed me fo barbaroudy ? I am diftraded, and I fear committing fome difhonourable adion, below myfelf, in the deplo- rable condition I am reduced tOj without the aid and alfiftance of your prudent advice. Sir, replied the fair Perfian, 1 fee no other way of fupporting yourfelf in your misfortunes, but felling off your fiaves and move- ables, and to live upon the money, till Heaven fhall find out fome other means to deliver you from your prefent mi fiery. Noureddin was very loth to make ufe of this expe- dient ; but what could he do in the neceflitous circum- ftance he was in ? He firft fold off his Haves, thofe un- 
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profitable mouths, which were a greater expenfe to him than his prefent condition could bear: he lived on the money for fome time ; and when all of it was fpent, he ordered his goods to be carried into the market place,, where they were fold for half their worth, among which ■were feveral valuable things which coft immenfe fums. Upon this he lived for a confiderable time ; but that fupply failing at laft, he had nothing at all left by which he could raii'e any more money; of which he complain- ed to the fairPerlian in the moft tender expreffions that forrow could infpire. Noureddin only waited to hear what anfwer this pru- deht creature would make him. Sir, faid Hie at laft, I am your flave, and you know that the late vilier youp fatner, gave ten thoufand pieces of gold for me ; per- haps I am a little funk in value fince that time, but I be- lieve I fhall fell pretty near that fum yet: Let me en- treat you then inftantly to carry me to the market, and expofe me to fale, and with the money that you get for me, which will be very confiderable, you may turn mer- chant in fome city where you are unknown, and by that means find a way of living, if not in fplendour, yet with happinefs and content. Ah ! lovely and adorable Perfian, cried Noureddin, is it poflible you can entertain fuch a thought of me ? Have I given you fuch (lender proofs of my love, that you fhould think me capable of fo bale an a&ion ? But fuppofe me fo vile a wretch, could 1 do it without being guilty of perjury, after the oath I have taken ne- ver to fell you ? No, 1 could fooner die than part with -you, whom 1 love infinitely beyond myfelf; though, by the unreafonable propofition you have made me, it is plain your love is not fo tender as mine. Sir, replied the fair Perfian, I am fufficiently con- vinced that your paflion for me is as violent as you fay it is ; and Heaven, who knows with what reludancy I have made this propofition that you diflike, is my wit- refs, that mine is as great as yours; but, to filence rea- fon at once, I need only bid you remember that necef- 



ENTERTAINMENTS. 323 ity has no law. I love you to that degree, it is impof- ible for you to love me more ; and be allured, that to vhat mafter foever I lhall belong, my paffion fhall al- ways continue the fame ; and if you are ever able to re* leem me, as I hope you may, it will be the greateft rleafure in the world to be in your polfedion again. Vlas! to what a fatal and cruel neceflity are we driven! Jut I fee no other way of freeing ourfelves from the nifeiy that involves us both. Noureddin, who very well knew the truth of what he fair Perfian had fpoken, and that there was no >ther way of avoiding a fhameful poverty, was in the •nd forced to yield to her firft requeft. Accordingly re led her to the market, where the women-fiaves are ncpofed to fale, with a regret that cannot eafily be ex- rrefied ; he applied himfelf to a courtier named Hagi iaflan: Hagi Haflan, faid he, here is a flave that I have t mind to fell, I pr^.y thee fee what they will give for ler. Hagi Haflan defired Nouveddin and the fair Fer- ian to walk into a room 5 and when Ihe had pulled off he veil that covered her face, Sir, faid Hagi HalT'tn to voureddin, in a great furprife, if I am not miftaken, his is the flave your father, the late vifier, gave ten houfind pieces of gold for. Noureddin aflured him t was the fame ; and Hagi Haflan gave him the hopes —- f felling her at a good rate, and promifed to ufe ail his rt and cunning to raife her price as high as it would ear. Hagi Haflan and Noureddin went out of the room, nd locked the fair Perlian in ; after which Hagi Haf- in went to look after the merchants ; but they being ufy in buying Haves that came from different countries, e was forced to ftay till the market was done. When Seir fale was over, and the greateft part of them got jgether, My mailers, faid he to them, with an air of aiety in his looks and adtions, every thing that is round i not a nut; every thing that is long is not a fig ; all rat is red is not flelh ; and all eggs are not frelh ; it is rue you have feen and bought a great many Haves in 
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your lives, but you never yet faw one comparable to. her I am going to tell you of: In Ihort, Ihe is the very] pearl of Haves: Come, follow me, and you (hall fee her yourfelves, and by that judge at what rate I fliall cry her. The merchants followed Hagi Haffan into the cham- ber where the fair Perfian was; and as foon as theyj beheld her, they were fo furprifed at her beauty, that i at the firft word, they unanimoufly agreed that four! thoufand pieces of gold was the very lowed price they could fet upon her. The merchants then left the room,] and Hagi Haflan, who came out with them, without] going any farther, proclaimed with a loud voice, Four] thoufand pieces of gold for the Perfian Have. None of the merchants had yet offered any thing, j and they were but juft confulting together about'what they might afford to give for her, when the vifier Saouy, perceiving Noureddin in the market, appeared. Said he to himfelf, Noureddin has certainly made feme more I money of his goods, (for he knew of his expofing them to fale), and is come hither to buy a Have with it. Up- on this he advanced forward juft as Hagi Haffan began to proclaim a fecond time, Four thouland pieces of gold for the Perfian Have. 

J' END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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