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ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE i'pirit of virtue anJ morality, whi.h 

breathes in this ancient Piece of Eaftern 
Infixudion ; its force and cooci'.enefs, and 
the hopes that it may do good, hive pre- 
vailed with the perfbn to whom it was fent, 
to communicate to the Public what was 
tranflated only for his particular amufe- 
ment. There are fome reafons which at 
prefent make it proper to conceal, not on- 
ly his own name, but the name of his cor- 
relpondent, who has now refided in China 
feveral years, and been engaged in a buii- 
nefs very different from that of collc&ing 
literary curioffies. Thefe reafons will not 
fubfdt long ; and as he feems to intimate a 
defign, on his return to England, of pub- 
lifiirng an entire Tranflatioa of Cao-tfou’s 
whole Journey, the Public will then, in all 
probability, have an opportunity of being 
fatisfied concerning any particulars which 
they may be curious to know. 

A 3 





TABLE 
TO THE 

FIRST PART. 
Introduction, Page xxv. 
Duties that rehte to Man, confidered 

as an Individual. 
I. Conftderation% 

II. Modejly^ 
III. Application^ 
IV. Emulation^ 
V. Prudence, 

VI. Fortitude, 
VII. Contentment, 

VIII. Temperance, 
PART II. 
Of the Paffions 

I. Hope and Fear, 
II. Joy and Grief, 

III. Anger, 
IV. Pity, 
V. Deftre and Love, 

PART III. 
Woman, 95 

' * - 

48 
50 
53 
55 
57 

28 
29 
31 
34 
36 
39 
41 
43 



[ viU ] 
PART IV. 

Confanguinity,or Natural Relations. 
I. Hujband) 63 

II. Father, 65 
III. Son, 67 
IV. Brothers, 69 

PART V. 
Providence, or the Accidental Differ- 

ences of Men. 
I. Wife and Ignorant, 70 

II. Rich and Poor, 73 
III. Majlers and Servants, 76 
IV. Magif rates and Subjects, 77 

PART VI. 
Social Duties. 

I. Benevolence, 82 
II. jufice, 84 

III. Charity, 86 
IV. Gratitude, 87 
V. Sincerity, 89 

PART VII. 
Religion, 92 



TABLE 
T O T H E 

SECOND PART. 

BOOK I. 
Man confidered in the General. 

Of the Human Frame and 
Structure, 105 

II. Of the Ufe of the Senfes, 107 
III. Of the Soul of Man, its 

Origin and /Iffettions, 11 o 
IV. Of the Period and Ufes of 

Human Life. 116 

BOOK II. 
Man confidered in regard to his In- 

firmities, and their Effe&s. 
I. Vanity, 124 

II. Inconfancy, 128 
III. Weaknefs, 134 
IV. The Infufficiency of Kno’w- 

ledge, 138 
V. Mifery, 144 
VI. Judgment, 148 

VII, Prefumptiony 154 



Of the AfFe&ions of Man, which are 
hurtful to himfelf and others. 

IV. Cruelty) Hatred^ and En- 

B O O K IV. 
Of the Advantages Man may acquire 

over his fellow-creatures. 
I. Nobility and Honour, 185 

II. Science and Learning, 1 1 

BOOK V. 
Of Natural Accidents. 

I. Profperity and Adverfity, 197 
\\. Pain and Sickncfs, 201 

I. Co'vetovjnejs, 
II. Profujion, 

III. Revenge, 

161 
165 
167 

vy, 
V. Heavinefs of Heart, 

111. Death, 203 



TO THE 

Earl of ************r 

My Lord, 
Pekin, May 12. 1749.' 

In the la ft letter which I had the 
^ honour of writing to your Lordftiip, 
| dated December 23. 1748, I. think I 
if concluded all I had to fay in regard 
‘to the topography and natural hif- 

tory of this great empire. I purpofed 
i in this, and fome fucceeding ones, to 

■ have fet down fuch obfervations as I 
.; have been able to make on the laws 

I government, religion, and manners 
of the-people; but a remarkable oc- 

l currence has happened lately, which 
^ engrofles the converfation of the //- 
; terati here; and may hereafter, per- 
| haps, afford matter of fpeculation to 



the learned in Europe. As it is of : 
a nature which I know will furnifh 
fome entertainment to your Lord- ■ 
fhip, I will endeavour to give you as j 
diflincl and particular an account of 
it as I have been able to obtain. 

Adjoining to China, on the weft, is 
the large country of Tl ibc, called 
by fome Barantola. In a province 
of this country, named Lafa, refides I 
the Grand Lama, or High Prieft, of h 
thefe idolaters; who is reverenced, 
and even adored as a god, by moft of 
the neiglibouring nations. The high [t 
opinion which is entertained of his 
facred charader, induces prodigious f1 
numbers of religious people to re- 
fort to Lafa, to pay their homage to 
him, and to give him prefent-, in ij 
order to receive his bit fling. His re- y 
fidence is in a moft magnificent pa- 
god or temple, built on the top of I 
the mountain Pouta1a. The foot 
of this mountain, and even the '* 
whole diftrict of Lafii, is inhabited ;■ 



by an incredible number of Lamas 
of different ranks and orders; feveral 
of whom have very grand pagods e- 
redled to their honour, in which they 
receiveakindofinferiorworfliip. The 
whole country, like Italy, abounds 
with priefls ; and they entirely fub- 
fift on the great number of rich pre- 
fents which are fent them, from the 
utmoft extent of Tartary, from the 
empire of the Great Mogul, and from 
almoft all parts of the Indies. When 
the Grand Lama receives the adora- 

J tions of the people, he is raifed on a 
" magnificent altar, and fits crofs-leg- 
' ged upon a fplendid culhion. His 

j worlhippers proftrate themfelves be- 
. fore him in the humbleftandmoft ab- 
j . jedl manner ; but he returns not the 
1 kaftfign of refpedt, nor everfpeaks, 

even to the greateft princes. He on- 
} ly lays his hand upon their heads, 
. and they are fully perfuaded, that 
,! they receive from thence a full for- 
; givenefs of all their fins. They are 
i likewife fo extravagantas to imagine 

B 



[ xiv 3 
that he knows all things, even the fe- 
crets ot the heart: and his particular 
difciples, being a feledt number of a- 
bout two hundred of the molt emi- 
nent Lamas, have the addrefs to make 
the people believe he is i mmortal; and 
that whenever he appears to die, he 
only changes his abode, and animates 
a new body. 

The learned in China have long 
been of opinion, that, injthe archieves 
of this grand temple, fome very anci- 
ent books have, for many ages, been 
concealed : and the prefent Emperor, 
who is very curious in fearching af- 
ter the writings of antiquity, became 
at length fo fully convinced of the 
probability of this opinion, that he 
determined to try whether anydifco- 
very of this fort could be made. To 
this end, his firfi: care was to find out 
a perfon eminently Ikilful in the an- 
cient languages and characters. He, 
at length, pitched upon one of the 
hans-lins, or doctors of the firft or- 
der, whole name was Gao-tfou, a man 



[ XV ] 
about fifty years of age, of a grave 
and noble afpedt, of great eloquence, 
and who, by an accidental friendfhip 
with a certain learned Lama, who had 
refided many years at Pekin, was be- 
come entirely mailer of the language 
which the Lamas ofThibetufe among 
themfelves. 

With thefe qualifications he fetfor- 
ward on his journey, and, to give his 
commiflion the greater weight, the 
Emperor honoured him with the ti- 
tle of Coloa, or prime minifter. To 

: which he added a moll magnificent 
equipage and attendants, with pre- 
fents for the Grand Lama, and the 
other principal Lamas, of an immenfe 
value ; alfo a letter, written with his 

i own hand, in the following terms : 
T O T H E 

GREAT REPRESENTATIVE OF GOD, 
Moft High, moft Holjr, and worthy to be adored ! 

[ “ We the Emperor of China, So- 
“ vereign of all thefovereigns of the 
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earth, in the perfonof this our mo ft 
reipedted Prime Minifter Cao-tfou, 
with all reverence and humility 
proflrate ourfelves beneath thy fac- 
red feet, and implore for ou rfelf, our -I 
friends, and our empire, thy molt ^ 
powerful andgracious benediction. ' 
“ Having a ftrong delire to fearch 
into the records of antiquity, to 
learn and retrieve the wifdom of 
the ages that are palt; and being 
well informed, that in the facred j 
repolitories of thy molt ancient and 
venerable hierarchy there are fome 
valuable books, which, from their ' 
great antiquity, are become to the 
generality, even of the learned, al- 
moltunintelligible; inorder as far j 
as in us lies to prevent their be- ! 
ing totally lolt, we have thought 
proper to authorifeand employ our 
molt learned and refpeCted mini- 
Iter Cao-tfou, in this our prefent >| 
embalfy to thy Sublime Holinefs. 
The bufinefs of which is, to delire j 
that he may be permitted to read | 
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“ and examine the faid writings, we 
“ expedling, from his great and un- 
“ common ikill in the ancient lan- 
“ guages, that he will be able to in- 11 terpret wh atevermay be found,tho’ 
“ ofthehigheft and mollobfcureail- 
“ tiquity. And we have commanded 
“ him to throw himfelf at thy feet, 
“ with fuch teftimonies of ou’:. re- 
“ fpe<5t, as wetrud will procure him 
“ the admittance we defire.” 

I will not detain your Lordfhip 
with any particulars of his journey, 
though he hath publifhed a large ac- 
count of it, abounding with many 
furprifing relations, and which, at 
my return to England, I may proba- 
bly tranflate and publifh entire. Let 
it fuffice at prefent, that, when he ar- 
rived in thefe facred territories, the 
magnificence of his appearance, and 
the richnefs of his prefents, failed not 
to gain him a ready admiffion. He 
had apartments appointedhim in the 
Sacred College, and was affiftedin his 

S B 3 



[ xviii ] 
inquiries by one of the mofl learned 
Lamas. He continued there near Lx 
months; during which time he had 
the fatisfadlion of finding many va- 
luable pieces of antiquity, fromfome 
of which he hath made very curious 
extracts, and hath formed fuch pro- 
bable conjedlures concerning their 
authors, and the times wherein they 
were written, as proves him to be a 
man of great judgement and penetra- 
tion, as well as mofl extenfive read- 
ing. 

But the mofl ancient piece he had 
difcovered, and which none of the 
Lamas for many ages had been able 
to interpret or underhand, is a fmall 
fyflem of morality, written in the lan- 
guage and character of the ancient 
Gymnofophifls, or Brachmans; but 
by what particular perfon, or in what 
time, he does not determine. This 
piece, however, he wholly tranflated, 
tho’, as he himfelf confefTes, with an 
utter incapacity of reaching, in the. 
Chinefe language, the flrength and 
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fublimity of the origina]. Thejudg- 
ments and opinions of the Bonzees, 
and the learned Do&ors, are very 
much divided concerning it. Thole 

> who admire it the moll highly, are 
very fond of attributing it to Confu- 

. cius, their own great philofopher; 
| and get over the difficulty of its be- 
ing written in the language and cha- 
rader of the ancient Brachmans, by 

- fuppofing this to be only a tranfla- 
. tion, and that the original work of 

Confucius is loll. Some will have it 
; to be the inflitutes of Lao-Kiun, an- 

t other Chinefe philofopher, co-tempo- 
rary with Confucius, and founder of 

I j the fedlToaflee; but thefe labour un- 
der the fame difficulty, in regard to 
the language, with thofe who attri- 

P bute it to Confucius. There are 
others, who, from fome particular 
marks and fentiments which they 
find in it, fuppofe it to be written 
by the Brachman Dandamis, whofe 

, famous letter to Alexander the Great 
i is recorded by the European writers. 
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With thefe Cao-tfou himfelf feems 
moft inclined to agree, at leaft fo far 
as to think, that it is really the work 
of fome ancient Brachman; being 
fully perfuaded, from the fpirit with 
which it was written, that it is no 
tranflation. One thing, however, oc- 
cafions lome doubt amongfl them, 
and that is, the plan of it, which is 
entirely new to the Eaftern people, 
and fo unlike any thing they have 
ever feen, that if it was not for fome 
turns of expreflion peculiar to the 
Ealt, and the impoffibility of ac- 
counting for its being written in this • 
very ancient language, many would 
fuppofe it to be the work of an Eu- 
ropean. 

But whoever was the writer of it, 
the great noife which it makes in this 
city and all over the empire, the ea- 
gernefs with which it is read by all 
kinds of people, and the high enco- 
miums which aregiven to it by fome, 
at length determined me to attempt 
a tranflation of it into Englifli; 



efpeciallyas I wasperfuaded it would 
bean agreeable prefent to yourLord- 
fhip. And I was the more eafily in- 
duced to make this trial, as, very 
happily for me, you cannot judge 
how far I have fallen fhort of the o- 
riginal, or even of the Chinefe tran- 
flation. One thing, however, it may 
perhaps be necefTary to apologize for, 
at Jealt to give fome account of, and 
that is, the flyle and mannerin which 
I have rranflated b. 1 can allure your 
Lordlhip, that when I fir ft fat down 

l to the work, I had not the leaf! inten- 
t-on of doing it in this way, but the 
fublime manner of thinking which 

' appeared in the in troduflion, the great 
energy of expreflion, and the llicrt- J, nefs of the fentences, naturally led 
me into this kind of ftyle. And I 
hope the having fo elegant a pattern 
to f,rm myielf upon, as our verfion 
of the book of Job, the Pfalms, the 
works of Solomon, and the prophets, 
hath been of fome advantage to my 
tranflatioQ. 
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Such as it is, if it affords your | 

Lordfliip any entertainment, I fhall 
think myfelf extremely happy ; and 
in my next will refume my account 
of this people and their empire. 

I am, 

My LORD, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Bow own your heads unto the 
dull:, O ye inhabitants of earth ! be 
filent, and receive, with reverence, 
inftru6tion from on high. 

Wherefoever the fun doth fliine, 
wherefoever the wind doth blow, 
wherefoever there is an ear to hear, 
and a mind to conceive; there let the 

‘ precepts of life be made known, let 
the maxims oftruth be honoured and 1 obeyed. 

All things proceed from God. His 
power is unbounded ; his wifdom is 

J from eternity; and his gcodnefs en- 
dureth for ever. 

He fitteth on his throne in the cen- 
tre, and the breath of his mouth gi- 
veth life to the world. 

He toucheth the ftars with his fin- 
: ger, and they run their courfe rejoi- 

cing, 
l C 
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On the wings of the wind he walk- 

eth abroad, and performeth his will 
through all the regions of unlimited 
/pace. 

Order, and grace, and beauty, 
fpring from his hand. 

The voice of wifdom fpeaketh in 
all his works, but the human under- 
ftanding comprehendeth it not. 

The lhadow of knowledge pafleth 
over the mind of man as a dream: 
he feeth as in the dark; he reafoneth, 
and is deceived. 

But the wiflom of God is as the 
light of heaven: he reafoneth not; his 
mind is the fountain of truth. 

Juftice and mercy wait before his 
throne; benevolence and love enligh- 
ten his countenance for ever. 

Who is like unto the Lord in glo- 
ry ? Who in power lhall contend with 
the Almighty ? Hath he any equal 
in wifdom? Can any in goodnefs be 
compared unto him ? 

He it is, O man ! who hath crea- 
ted thee; thy ftation on earth is fixed 
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by his appointment: the powers of 
thy mind are the gifts of his good- 
nefs ; the wonders of thy frame are 
the work of his hand. 

Hear then his voice, for it is gra- 
cious; and he that obeyethihall efta- 
blifh his foul in peace. 

G a 
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PART FIRST. 

duties 

THAT RELATE TO 

M A N, 
CONSIDERED AS AN INDIVIDUAL. 

SECTION I. 
Consideration. 

Commune with thyfelf, O man! 
and confider wherefore thou wert 
made. 

Contemplate thy powers; contem- 
plate thy wants and thy connexions; 
fo {halt thou difcover the duties of 
life, and be direXed in all thy ways. 

Proceed not to fpeak or to aX, be- 
fore thou haft weighed thy words, and 
examined the tendency of every ftep 
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thou lhak take: fo {hall difgrace fly 
far from thee, and in thy houfe {hall 
fhame be a ftranger; repentance fhall 
not vifit, nor forrow dwell upon thy 
cheek. 

The thoughtlefs man bridleth not 
his tongue; he fpeaketh at random, 
and is entangled in the foolilhnefs of 
his own words. 

As one that runneth in hafte, and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit which he doth not fee ; fo is the 
man that plungeth fuddenlyinto any 

. a&ion, before he hath confidered the 
confequences thereof. 

Hearken, therefore, unto the voice 
of Confideration : her words are the 
words ofwifdom, and her paths fliall 

- lead thee to fafety and truth. 

SECTION II. 

Modesty. 
Who art thou, O man ! that pre- 
fumeflon thine own wifdom? or why 

C 3 
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dofl thou vaunt thyfelf on thine own 
acquirements? 

The firft (lep towards being wife, 
is to know that thou are ignorant; 
and if thou wouldft be efteemed in 
the judgement of others, call off the 
folly of feeming wife in thine own 
conceit. 

As a plain garment bed adorneth 
a beautiful woman, fo a decent be- 
haviour is the greateft ornament of 
wifdom. 

The fpeech of a modeft man giv- 
eth luftre to truth; and the diffidence 
of his words excufeth his error. 

Herelieth not on his own wifdom; 
he weigheth the counfels of a friend, 
and receiveth the benefit thereof. 

He turneth away his ear from his- 
own praife, and believeth it not: he 
is the laftin difcovering his own per- 
fections. 

Yet, as a vail addeth to beauty, fo 
are his virtues fet off by the ffiade 
whichhismodeftycaftethuponthem. 
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But—behold the vain man, and ob- 

ferve the arrogant; he elotheth him- 
felf in rich attire, he walketh in the 
public ftreet, he cafteth round his 
eyes, and courteth oblervation. 

He toffeth up his head, and over- 
looketh the poor; he treateth his in- ; feriors with infolence, and his fupe- 
riors in return look down on hispride 
and folly with laughter. 

He defpifeth the judgment of o- 
thers; he relieth on his own opinion,, 
and is confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity of 
his imagination; his delight is to hear 
and fpeak of himfelf all theday long. 

He fwalloweth with greedinefs his 
own praife ; and the flatterer in re- 

. turn eateth him up. 

SECTION III. 
Application. 

SlNCE the days that are pafl are 
gone for ever, and thofe that are to 
come may not come to thee, it be- 
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hoveth thee, O man! to employ the |L 
prefenttime, without regretting the I s 
lofs of that which ispaft, or too much | 
depending on that which is to come. | } 

This inftant is thine; the next is in j 
the womb of futurity, and theu know- I ] 
eft not what it may bring forth. 

Whatfoever thourefolvefttodo,do I , 
it quickly, defer not till the evening 1 
what the morning may accomplilh. 

Idlenefs is the parent of want and 
of pain ; but the labour of virtue 1 
bringeth forth pleafure. 

The hand of diligence defeateth | 
want; profperity and fuccefs are the 
induftrious man’s attendants. 

Whoishethathathacquiredwealth, j 
that hath rifen to power, that hath 1 
clothed himfelf with honour, that is ] 
fpoken ofin the city with praife, and j 
that ftandeth before the King in his | 
counfel ? Even he that hath Ihut out 
idlenefs from hishoufe,andhath faid “j 
unto Sloth, Thou art mine enemy. 

He rifeth up early, and lyeth down 
late; heexercileth his mind with con- 
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[tcmplation, and his body with adlion, 
and preferveth the health of both. 

[ The Slothful man is a burthen to 
thimfelf; his hours hang heavy on 
his head ; he loitereth about, and 

iknovveth not what he would do. 
His days pafsawray like the fhadow 

of a cloud ; and he leaveth behind 
him no mark for remembrance. 

His body is difeafed for want of 
exercife; he wifheth for adlion, but 
hath not power to move. His mind 
is in darknefs; his thoughts are con- 
fufed; he longeth for knowledge, but 
hath no application. He would eat 
of the almond, but hateth the trou- 
ble of breaking its fhell. 

His houfe is in difbrder; his fer- 
vants are waftefu! and riotous; and 
he runneth on towards ruin: hefeeth 
it with his eyes ; he heareth it with 
his ears ; he lhaketh his head and 
wifheth, but hath no refo’ution; till 
ruin cometh upon him like a whirl- 
wind, and ihame and repenrance de- 
fcend with him to the grave. 
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SECTION IV. 
Emulation. 

Ip thy foul thirfteth for honour, if 
thy ear hath any pleafure in the voice 
of praife, raife thyfelf from the dull 
■whereof thou art made, and exalt thy 
aim to fomething that is praife-wor- 
thy. 

The oak, that now fpreadeth its 
branches towards the heavens, was 
once but an acorn in the bowe’s of 
the earth. 

Endeavour to be firft in thy call- 
ing, whatever it be ; neither let any 
onego before thee in well-doing: ne- 
verthelefs, do not envy the merits 
of another, but improve thine own 
talents. 

Scorn alfo to deprefs thy competitor 
by dilhoneft or unworthy methods ; 
ftrive to raife thyfelf above him only 
by excelling him: fo fhall thy con- 
teft for fuperiority be crowned with 
honour, if not with fuccefs. 
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By a virtuous emulation the fpirit 

of man is exalted within him; he 
panteth after fame, and rejoiceth as 
a racer to run his courfe. 

He rifeth like the palm-tree ill fpite 
of oppreflion; and as an eagle in the 
firmament of heaven, he foareth aloft, 
and fixeth his eye upon the glories 
of the fun. 

The examples of eminent men arc 
in his vifions by night; and his de- 
light is to follow them all the day 

1 long. 
He formeth great defigns, he rejoi- 

'cethin the execution thereof; and his 
name goeth forth to the ends of the 
world. 

But the heart of the Envious man 
is gall andbitternefs; his tongue fpit- 
teth venom; the fuccefs of his neigh- 
bour breaketh his reft. 

He ficteth in his cell repining; and 
the good that happeneth to another 
Is to him an evil. 

Hatred and malice feed upon his 
|heart, and there is no reft in him. 
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Hefeeleth in his own breaft no love 1 
of goodnefs ; and therefore believeth j 
his neighbour is like unto himfelf. 1 

He endeavours to depreciate thole* 
who excel him ; and putteth an evil | 
interpretation on all their doings. 

He lyeth on the watch,and medi-i 
tates mifchief: butthe deteftation ofj 
aiian purfueth him; he is crufhed as 1 
a fpider in his own web. 

SECTION V. 

Prudence. 
Hear the words of Prudence; give ; 
heed unto her counfels, and (lore them | 
in thine heart. Her maxims are uni-B i 
verfal; and all the virtues lean uponli 
her ; fhe is the guide, and the mif-®j 
trefs of human life. 

Put a bridle on thy tongue, fet a| 
guard before thy lips, left the words! 
ofthineown mouthdeftroy thy peace.! 

Let him that fcoffeth at the lame, ] 
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take care that he halt not himfelf; 
whofoever fpeaketh of another’s fail- 

i ings with pleafure, hear of his 
1 own with fhame, 

Of much fpeaking cometh repent- 
ance, but filence is fafety. 

A talkative man is a nuifance to 
| fociety; the ear isfick of his babbling; 
(the torrent of his words overwhelmeth 
I converfation. 

I Boaftnotofthyfelf, for it dial] bring 
I contempt upon thee; neither deride 
| another, for it is dangerous. 

A bitter jeft is the poifon of friend- 
•'fhip ; and he who reftrains not his 

tongue, fhall live in trouble. 
Furnifh thyfelf with the accommo- 

1 dations proper to thy condition; yet 
■jfpend not to the utmoft of what thou 
| canft afford, that the providence of 
thy youth may be a comfort to thy 
old age. 

Avarice is the parent of evil deeds; 
; but Frugality is thefure guardian of 
j our virtues. 

Let thine own bulinefs engage thv 
D 

I 
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attention; leave the care of the State 
to the governors thereof. 

Let not thy;,recreations be expen- 
five, left the pain of purchafing them 
exceed the pleafure thou haft in their | 
enjoyment: 

Neither let Profperity put out the 
eyes of Circumfpedtion, nor Abun- 
dance cut off the hands of Frugality: 
he that too much indulgeth in the fu- 
perfluities of life, fhall live to lament 
the want of its neceffaries. 

Truft no man before thou haft tri- 
ed him: yet miftruft not without rea- , 
fon ; it is uncharitable. 

But when thou haft proved a man \ 
to be honeft, lock him up in thine | 
heart as a treafure, regard him as a j 
jewel of ineftimable price. 

Receive not the favours of a mer- 
cenary man, nor join in friendfhip 
with the wicked; they fhall be fnares | 
unto thy virtue, and bring grief to 
thy foul. 

Ufe not to-day what to-morrow > 
may want j neither leave that to ha- j 
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zard which forefight may provide 
for, or care prevent. 

From the experience of others do 
thou learn wifdom ; and from their 
failings correA thine own faults. 

Yet expert not even from prudence 
infallible fuccefs; for the day know- 
eth not what the night may bring 
forth. 

The fool is notalways unfortunate, 
nor the wife man always fuccefsful; 
yet never had a fool a thorough en- 
joyment, never was a wife man whol- 
ly unhappy. 

ERILS,andmisfortunes, and want, 
and pain, and injury, are the lot of 
every man that cometh into the world. 

It behoveth thee, therefore, early 
yo fortify thy mind with courage and 
patience, that thou mayeft fupport 
•with refolution thy allotted portion 
of calamity. 

SECTION VI. 
Fortitude. 

D 2 
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As the camel beareth labour, and 

heat, and hunger, andthirft, through 
defarts of fand, and fainteth not; fo ; 
a man of fortitude fhall fuftain his 
virtue through perils and diftrefs. 

A noble fpirit difdaineth the ma- 
lice of Fortune, his greatnefs of foul | 
is not to be call down. 

His happinefs dependeth not on her 
fmiles, and therefore with her frowns 
he fhall not be difmayed. 

As a rock in the fea, he llandeth | 
firm; and the dalhing of the waves 
dillurbeth him not. 

He raifeth his head like a tower on ! 

an hill; and the arrows of Fortune 
drop at his feet. 

In the inllant of danger, the cou- 
rage of his heart fullaineth him, and 
the fteadinefs of his mind beareth him j 
out. 

He meeteth the evils of life as a ! 
man that goeth forth unto battle, and 
returneth with vidlory in his hand. j| 

Under the preflure of misfortunes I 
his calmnefs alleviates their weight; j 
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and by his conftancy he fhall fur- 
mount them. 

But the daftardly fpirit of a timo- 
rous man betrayeth him to fhame. 

By fhrinking under poverty he 
ftoopeth down to meannefs; and by 
tamely bearing infults he invteth 
injuries. 

As a reedisfhaken with the breath 
of the air, fo the fliadow of evil ma- 

\ keth him tremble. 
In the hour of danger he is embar- 

raffed and confounded ; in the day 
' of misfortune hefinketh, and defpair 
' overwhelmeth his foul. 

SECTION VII. 
Contentment. 

FORGET not, O man! that thy Ra- 
tion onearth is appointed by the wif- 
domof the Eternal; who knoweth thy 
heart, who feeth the vanity of all thy 
wilhes, and who often in mercy de- 
nieth thy requefts. 

i D 3 
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Yet for all reafonable tlefires, for S 

all honefl; endeavours, his benevolence 1 
hath eftablifhed, in the nature of | 
things, a probability of fuccefs. 

The unealinefs thou feeleft, the I 
misfortunes thou bewaildt; behold 1 
the root from whence they fpring, e- | 
ven thine own folly, thine own pride, I 
thine own diftempered fancy. 

Murmur not, therefore, at the dif- 
penfations of God; but corre<5t thine 4 
own heart: neither fay within thy- 1 
felf, If I had wealth, power, or lei- | 
fure, I fhould be happy; for know, j 
they aU bring to their feveral poflef. 1 
forsMiheir peculiar inconveniences. 

The poor man feeth not the vexa- 1 
tions and anxieties of the rich ; he 
feeleth not the difficulties and per- 1 
plexities of power ; neither knoweth 1 
he the weariffimnefs of leifure : and 1 
therefore it is that he repineth at his | 
own lot. 

But envy not the appearance of I 
happinefs in any man, for thouknow- i 
eft not his fecret griefs. 
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To be fatisfied with a little is the 

greateft wifdom; and he whoincrea- 
feth his riches, increafeth his cares; 
but a contented mind is a hidden 

j treafure, and a guard from trouble. 
} Yet,if thou fufferelt not the blan- 
j difhments of thy fortune to rob thee 
I ofjuftice,or temperance, or charity, 
h or modefty, even riches themfelves 

fhall not make thee unhappy. 
But hence {halt thou learn, that 

i the cup of felicity, pure and unmixed, 
is by no means a draught for mortal 

S man. 
Virtue is the race which God hath 

i fet him to run, and happinefs the 
; goal ; which none can arrive at till 

he hath finifhed his courfe, and re- 
} ceived his crown in the manfions of 

eternity. 

SECTION VIII. 
Temperance. 

The nearefl approach thou canfl 
make to happinefs on this fide the 
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grave, is to enjoy from Heaven health, 
wifdom, and peace of mind. 

Thefe bleflings, if thou poflefleft, 
andwouldft preferve to old age, avoid 
the allurements of Voluptuoufnefs, 
and fly from her temptations. 

When flie fpreadeth her delicacies 
on the board, when her wine fpark- 
lethin the cup, when flie fmileth upon 
theej and perfuadeth thee to be joy- 
ful and happy, then is the hour of 
danger, then let Reafon ftand firmly 
on her guard. 

For, if thou hearkeneft unto the 
words of her adverfary, thou art de- 
ceived and betrayed. 

The joy which fhe promifeth chan- 
geth to madnefs, and her enjoyments 
lead on to difeafes and death. 

Look round her board, cafl; thine 
eyes upon her guefts, and obferve 
thofe who have been allured by her 
fmiles,who haveliftenedtoher temp- 
tations. 

Are they not meagre? are they not 
fickly ? are they not fpiritlefs ? 
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Their fhort hours of jollity and ri- 

ot are followed by tedious days of 
pain and dejection; he hath debauch- 
edand palledtheirappetites, thatthey 
have now no relilh for her niceft 
dainties: her votaries are become her 
vidtims; the juft and natural con- 
fequence which God hath ordained, 
in the conftitution of things, for the 
puniftiment of thofe who abufe his 
gifts- 1 But who is ftie, that with graceful 
fteps, and with a lively air, trips 

a over yonder plain ? 
The rofe biulheth on her cheeks; 

’ the fweetnefs of the morning breath- 
eth from her lips; joy, tempered with 
innocence and modefty, fparkleth in 

J her eyes; and from the chearfulnefs 
of her heart fhefingeth as the walks* 

Her name is Health ; fhe is the 
daughter of Exercife, who begot her 
upon Temperance; their fons inha- 
bit the mountains that ftretch over 
the northern regions of San Ton Hoe. 

They are brave, adtive, and lively; 
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and partake of all the beauties and 
-virtues of their lifter. 

Vigour ftringeth their nerves ; 
ftrength dwelleth in their bones; and 
labouris their delightallthedaylong. 

The employments of their father 
excite their appetites, and the repafts 
of their mother refrefh them. 

To combat thepaftions, is their de- 
light ; to conquer evil habits, their 
glory. 

Their pleafures are moderate, and 
therefore they endure; their repofe 
is Ihort, but found and undifturbed. 

Their blood is pure ; their minds 
are ferene; and the phylician know- 
eth not the way to their habitations. 

But fafety dwelhth not with the 
fons of men, neither is fecurity found 
within their gates. 

Behold themexpofed to new dan- 
gers from without, while a traitor 
within lurketh to betray them. 

Their health, their ftrength, their 
beauty and adlivity, have raifed de- 
fire in the bofom of lafcivlous Love. 
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She ftandeth in her bower, fhe 

courteth with regard, fhe fpreadeth 
her temptations. 

Her limbs are {oft, her air is deli- 
cate, her attire is loofe ; wantonnefs 
fpeaketh in her eyes, and on her bo- 
fom fits Temptation : fhe beckoneth 
them with her finger; fhe wooeth 
them with her looks; and by the 
fmoothnefs of her tongue fhe endea- 
voureth to deceive. 

Ah! fly from her allurements, flop 
thine ears to her enchanting words. 

; If thou meetefl the languifhing of her 
eyes.,if thouheareflthe foftnefs of her 
voice, if fhe cafleth her arms about 
thee,fliebindeth thee inchainsforever. 

Shame followeth; and difeafe, and 
>! want, and care, and repentance. 

Enfeebled by Dalliance, with Lux- 
ury pampered, and foftened by Sloth, 
ftrength fhall forfake thy limbs, and 
health thy conflitution: thy days fhall 

. be few, and thofe inglorious ; thy 
griefs fhall be many, yet meet with 
no compaflion. 
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PART SECOND. 

THE 

PASSIONS. 

SECTION I. 
Hope and Fear. 

The promifes of Hope are Tweeter 
than rofes in the bud, and far more 
flattering to expe&ation ; but the 
threatnings of Fear are a terror to 
the heart. 

Neverthelefs; let not Hope allure, 
nor Fear deter thee from doing that 
■whichis right; fo Ihalt thou be pre- 
pared to meet all events with an e-< 
qual mind. 

The terrors of death are no terrors 
to the good: reftrain thy hand from 
evil, and thy foul fhall have nothing 
to fear. 

In all thy undertakings, let a rea- 
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fonable affurance animate thy endea- 
vours ; if thou defpaireft of fuccefs, 
thou {halt not fucceed. 

Terrify not thy foul with vain 
fears, neitherletthine hearthnkwith- 
in thee from the phantoms of ima- 
gination. 

From fear proceedeth misfortune; 
but he that hopeth, helpeth himfelf. 

As theoftrich when parfued hideth 
his head, butforgetteth his body; fo 
the fears of a coward expofe him to 
danger. 

If thou believeft a thing impoffible, 
thy defpondency fhall make it fo; but 
he that perfevereth,lha!l overcome all 
difficulties. 

A vain hope flattereth the heart of 
a fool; but he that is wife, purfueth 
it not. 

In all thy defires let reafon go be- 
fore thee; and fix not thy hopes be- 
yond the bounds of probability ; fo 
fhallfuccefs attend thy undertakings, 
and thy heart fhallnot be vexed with 
difappointments. 

E 
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section II. 
Joy and Grief. 

Let not thy mirth be fo extrava- u 
gant, as to intoxicate thy mind; nor II 
thy forrow fo heavy, as to deprefs thy 
heart: this world affordeth no good j 
fo tranfporting, nor infli<5leth any e- , j 
vil fo fevere, as fhould raife thee far ! 
above, or fink thee much beneath the 
balance of moderation. 

Lo ! yonder flandeth the houfe of , 
Joy, it is painted on the outfide, and 
looketh gay ; thou mayefi: know it 
by the noife of mirth and exultation 
that iffueth from it. 

The miflrefs ftandeth at the door, ?! 
and calleth aloud to all that pafs by; ' 
flie fingeth, and fhouteth, ana laugh- 
eth without ceafing. 

She inviteth them to tafle the plea- I 
fures of life; which, fhe telleththem, j 
are no where to be found but be- j 
neath her roof. 
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But enter thou not into her gate; 

neither aflociate thyfelf with thofe 
who frequent her houfe. 

They call themielves the Tons of 
Joy, they laugh and feem delighted; 
but madnefs and folly are in all their 
doings. 

They are linked with M i fchief h and 
in hand, and their fteps lead down to 
evil; dangers befet them round about, 
and the pit of deftrudion yawneth 
beneath their feet. 

Look now on the other fide ; and 
behold in that vale overlhadow'ed 
with trees, and hid from the fight of 
men, the habitation of Sorrow. 

Her bolom heaveth with fighs ; 
her mouth is filled with lamentation; 
fhe delighteth to dwell on the fubjed 
of human mifery. 

She looketh on the common acci- 
dents of life, and weepeth; the weak- 

* nefs and wickednefs of man is the 
theme of her lips. 

All nature to her teemeth with evil; 
every objed fhe feeth is tinged with 

* , E 2 
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the gloom of her own mind; and the 
voice of Complaint faddeneth her 
dwelling day and night. 

Come not near her cell; her breath 
is contagious; fliewillblaft the fruits, 
and wither the flowers, that adorn 
and fwetten the garden of life. 

In avoiding the houfe of Joy, let 
not thy feet betray thee to the borders i 
of this difmal manfion, but purfue 
with care the middle path, which 
fhall lead thee by a gentle afcent to 
the bower of Contentment. 

With her dwelleth peace; with her j 
dwell fafety and tranquillity. She is 
chearful, but not gay: fhe is ferious, , 
but not grave: fhe vieweth the joys 
and the forrows of life with fteadi- | 
nefs and ferenity. 

From hence as from an eminence, 
fhalt thou behold the folly and the 
mifery of thofe who, either led by the 
gaiety of their hearts, take up their 
abode with the companions of Jollity 
and riotous Mirth ; or, infeded by 
Gloominefs and Melancholy, fpend 
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all their days in complaining of the 
woes and calamities of human life. 

Thou {halt view them both with 
pity, and the error of their ways fhall 
keep thy feet from ftraying. 

SECTION III. 
Anger. 

As the whirlwind in its fury teareth 
up trees, and deformeth the face of 
Nature, or as an earthquake in its con- 
vulfions overturneth cities, fo the rage 
of an angry man throweth mifchief 
around him; danger and deftru&ioh 
wait on his hand. 

But confider, and forget not thine 
own weaknefs, fo {halt thou pardon 
the failings of others. 

Indulge not thyfelf in the paflion 
of anger; it is whetting a fword to 
wound thy own breaft, or murder 
thy friend. 

If thou beareft flight provocations* 
with patience, it {hall be imputed. 

e a 
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unto thee for wifdom ; and if thou :! 
wipeft them from thy remembrance, 
thy heart ihall feel reft, thy mind > 
ftiall not reproach thee. 

Do nothing in thy paflion : Why 
wilt thou put to fea in the violence 
of a ftorm ? 

If it be difficult to rule thine anger, j 
it is wife to prevent it; avoid, there- 
fore, all occafions of fal ling into wrath; 
or guard thyfelf againft them when- 
ever they occur. 

A fool is provoked with infolent 
fpeeches, but a wife man laugheth. 
them to fcorn. 

Harbour not revenge in thy breaft; I 
it will torment thy heart, and dif- 
colour its belt inclinations. 

Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return an injury; he that 
watches for an opportunity of re- 
venge, lieth in wait againft himfelf, 
and draweth down mifchief on his 
own head. 

A mild anfwer to an angry man, 
Hke water call upon the fire, abateth 
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his heat; and from an enemy, he 
Ihall become thy friend. 

Conlider how few things are wor- 
thy of anger, and thou wilt wonder 
that any but fools fhould be wroth. 

In folly or weaknefs it always be- 
ginneth; but remember, and be well 
afifured, it feldom concludeth with- 
out repentance. 

On the keels of Folly treadeth. 
Shame; at the back of Anger ftand- 
eth Remorfe. 

S E G T I O N IV. 
Pitt. 

■As blolFoms and flowers are ftrew- 
ed upon the earth by the hand of 
Spring ; as the kindnefs of Summer 
produceth in perfection the bounties 
of Harveft; fo the fmiles of Pity fhed 
bleflings on the children of Misfor- 
tune. * 

He who pitieth another, recom- 
mendeth himfelf;but he who is with- 
out compalfion, deferveth it not. 
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The butcher relenteth not at the 

bleating of the lamb; neither is the 
heart of the cruel moved withdiftrefs. 

But the tears of the compaflionate 
are fweeter than dew-drops falling 
fromrofes on the bofom of the earth. 

Shut not thine ear, therefore, a- 
gainft the cries of the poor; neither 
harden thine heart againft the cala- 
mities of the innocent. 

When the fatherlefs call upon thee, 
when the widow’s heart is funk, and 
ftie imploreth thy afliftance with 
tears of forrow; O pity her affliction, 
and extend thy hand to thofe who 
have none to help them. 

When thou feed; the naked wan- 
der on the flreet {hivering with cold, 
and deftitute pf habitation, let boun- 
ty open thine heart; let the wings of 
charity Ihelter them from death, that 
thine own foul may live. 

Whilft the poor man grpaneth on 
the bed of ficknefs, whilft the un- 
fortunate languifh in the horrors of 
a dungeon, or the hoary head of age 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 57 
lifts up a feeble eye to thee for pity; 
O how canft thou riot in fuperfluous 
enjoyments, regardlefs of their wants, 
unfeeling of their woes! 

SECTION V. 
Desire and Love. 

Beware, young man! bew are the 
allurements of Wantonnefs; and let 
not the Harlot tempt thee to her de- 
light. 

The madnefs of defire fhall defeat: 
* its own purfuits; from the blindnefs 

of its rage thou ihalt rufti upon de- 
firudlion. 

Therefore, give not up thy heart 
to her fweet enticements ; neither 
fuffer thy foul to be enflaved by her 
enchanting delufion. 

, Thefountainof health, which muft 
fupply the ftream of pleafure, lhall 

i quickly be dried up; and every fpring 
; of joy ihall be exhaufted. 

In the prime of thy life old age 
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fhall overtake thee; thy fun fhall de- 
cline in the morning of thy days. 

But when virtue and modefty en- 
lighten her charms, the luftre of a 
beautiful woman is brighter than the 
Bars of heaven ; and the influence of 
her power it is in vain to reflft. % 

The whitencfs of herbofom tranf- 
•cendeth the lily ; her fmile is more 
delicious than a garden of rofes. 

The innocence of her eye is like 
that of the turtle; fimplicity and truth 
dwell in her heart. 

Thekifles of her mouth arefweeter 
than honey; the perfumes of Arabia 
breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy bofom to the tender- 
nefs of Love ; the purity of its flame 
fhall ennoble thine heart, and foften 
it to receive the fairefl; impreflions. 
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PART THIRD. 

WOMAN. 

Give ear, fair daughter of Love, 
to the inftrudtions of Prudence; and 

j let the precepts of Truth link deep 
I in thine heart: fo fhall the charms 
I of thy mind add luftre to thy form; 

and thy heauty, like the rofe it re- 
fembleth, lhall retain its fweetnefs, 
when its bloom is withered. : 

In the fpring of thy youth, in the 
morning of thy days, when the eyes 
of men gaze on thee with delight; 
ah ! hear with caution their alluring 
words ; guard well thy heart, nor 

j liften to their foft feducements. 
Remember, thou art made man’s 

| reafonable companion, not the Have 
of his paflion ; the end of thy being 
is to allift him in the toils of life, to 

1 foothe him with thy tendernefs, and 
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recompencehis care with foftendear- 
ments. 

Who is fhe that winneth the heart 
of man, that fubdueth him to love, 
and reigneth in his brealt ? 

Lo! yonder fhe walketh in maiden 
fweetnefs, with innocence in her 
mind, and modefty on her cheek. 

Her hand feeketh employment; 
her foot delighteth not in gadding 
abroad. 

She is cloathed with neatnefs ; {he 
is fed with temperance: humility 
and meeknefs are as a crown of glory 
circling on her head. 

On her tongue dwelleth mufic; 
the fweetnefs of honey floweth from 
her lips. 

Decency is in all her words, in her 
anfwers are mildnefs and truth. 

Submiflion and obedience are the 
leflons of her life ; and peace and 
happinefs her reward. 

Before her fteps walketh Prudence; 
Virtue attendeth at her right hand. 

Her eyefpeakethfofmefs and love; 
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but Difcretion with a fceptre fitteth 
on her brow. 

The tongue of the licentious is 
dumb in her prefence ; the awe of 
her virtue keepeth him hlent. 

WhenScandalis bufy, andthefame 
of her neighbour is toffed fromtongue 
to tongue, if Charity and Good-na- 
ture open not her mouth, the finger 
of Silence refteth on her lip 

Her breaft is the manfion of good- 
nefs; and therefore Ihe fufpecleth no 
evil in others. 

Happy were the man that fhould 
make her his wife ; happy the child 
that fhall call her mother. 

She prefideth in the houfe, and 
the e is peace; Ihe commandeth with 
judgment, and is obeyed 

She adfeth in the morning; fhe 
confiders her affairs ; and appointed! 
to every one their proper bufinefs. 

The. care of her family is her whqte 
delight; to that alone fhe applied! 
her ftudy: and elegance with fru- 
gality is feen in her manfions. 

F 
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The prudence of her management 

is an honour to her hufband, and he 
heftreth her praife with filent delight. 

She informeth the minds of her 
children with wifdom: Ihe fafhioneth : 

their manners from the example of 
her goodnefs. 

The word of her mouth is the law 
of their youth ; the motion of her | 
eye commandeth their obedience. 

She fpeaketh, and her fervants fly; I 
flie pointeth, and the thing is done: | 
for the law of love is in their heart: 
her kindnels addeth wing to their 
feet. ' I 

In profperity, fhe is not puffed up;; 
in a^verfity, fh> healeth the wounds 
of Fortune with patience. 

The troubles of her hufband are 
alleviated by her counfels, and fweet- 
enect by her endearments; he putteth 
his heart in her bofom, and receivech 
comfort. 

Happy is the man that hath made 
her his wife, happy the child that 
calleth her mother. 
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PART FOURTH. 

CONSANGUINITY: 
O R, 

Natural Relations. 

SECTION I. 
Husband. 

Take unto thyfelf a wife, and o- 
bey the ordinance of God: take unto 
thyfelf a wife, and become a faithful 
member of fociety. 

But examine with care, and fix 
not fuddenly; on thy prefent choice 
depends the future happinefs of thee 
and thy pollerity. 

If much of her time is dedroyed 
in drefs and ornaments, if fhe is en- 
amoured with her own beauty, and 

F 2 
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deHgTite4 with her own prajfe, if {he 
laugheth innch, and talketh loud, if 
her foot abideth not in her father’s j 
houfe, and her eyes with boldnefs I 
rove on the faces ef men; though 
her beauty were as the fun in the ! 
firmament of heaven, turn thine eyes I 
from her charms, turn thy feet from j 
her paths, and fuffer not thy foul to 
be enfnared by the allurements of thy 
imagination. 

But when thou findefl fenfibility 
of heart, joined with foftnefs of man- . 
ners, an accomplifhed mind, with a 
form agreeable to thy fancy, take her 
home to thy houfe; ihe is worthy to 
be thy friend, thy companion in life, 1 

the wife of thy bofom. 
O cht-rifh her as a bleffing fent thee 

from Heaven; let the kindnefs of thy 
behaviour endear thee to her heart. 

She is the miftrefs of thy houfe ; 
treat her therefore with refped, that 
thy fervants may obey her. I 

Oppofenot herinclination without 

■ m 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 65 ‘ 
caufe; fhe is the partner of thy cares, 
make her alfo the companion of thy 
pleafures. 

I Reproveher faults with gentlenels; 
exa<5l not her obedience with rigour. 

Trufl thy fecrets in her bread; her 
I counfels are fincere; thou flialt not 

be deceived. 
Be faithful to her bed; for fhe is 

the mother of thy children. 
When pain and ficknefs affault her, 

let thy tendernefs foothe her affii&ion: 
a look from thee of pity and love, 

| fhall alleviate her grief, or mitigate 
i her pain, and be of more avail than 

ten phyficians. . 
Confider the delicacy of her fex, 

the tendernefs of her frame; and be 
not fevere to her weaknefs, but re- 
member thine own imperfedlions. 

SECTION II. 
Father. . 

Consider , thou who art a parent, 
the importance of thy trufl; the being 

F 3. 



‘ 66 THE ECONOMY 
thou haft produced it is thy duty to 
fup port. 

Upon thee alfo it dependeth, whe- 
ther the child of thy bofom {hall be 
a bleffmg or a curfe to thyfelf; a ufe- 
ful or a worthlefs member of the 
community. 

Prepare himwithearlyinftrudtion, 
and feafon his mind with the max- 
ims of truth. 

Watch the bent of his inclination^ 
fet him right in his youth; and let 
no evil habit gain ftrength with his 
years. 

So {hall he rife like a cedar on the 
mountains ; his head {hall be feen 
above the trees of the foreft. 

A wicked fori is a reproach to his 
father ; but he that doeth right is an 
honour to his grey hairs. 

The foil is thine own, let it not 
want cultivation; the feed which thou 
foweft that alfo {halt tHou reap. 

Teach him obedience, and he {hall 
blefs thee; teach him modefty, and 
he {hall not be alhamed. 
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Teach him gratitude, and he fhall 

receive beliefits ; teach him charity, 
and he {hall gain love. 

Teach him temperance, and he {hall 
have health; teachhim prudence, and 
fortune {hall attend him. 

Teach him juftice, and he {hall be 
honoured by the world ; teach him 
fincerity, and his own heart {hall not 
reproach him. 

Teach himdiligence, and hi s wealth 
fhall increafe; teach him benevolence, 
and his mind Ilia 11 be exalted. 

Teach him fcience, and his mind 
fhall be ufeful; teach him religion, 
^nd his death {hall be happy. 

SECTION III. 
Son. 

FROM the creatures of God let man 
learn wifdom, and apply to himfelf 
the inftrucflion they give. 

Goto the defart, my fon; obferve 
the young ftork of the wildernefsj 
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let him fpeak to thy heart. He bear- 
eth on his wings his aged Ere ; he 
lodgeth him in fafety, and fupplieth I 
him with food. 

The piety of a child is Tweeter than 1 

the incenfe of Perfia offered to the 
•fun; yea, more delicious than odours, s 

wafted from a field of Arabian fpices j 
by the Weftern gales. 

Be grateful then to thy father, for ] i 
.he gave thee life; and to thy mother, 
for The fuftained thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, for | 
they are fpoken for thy good ; give 
ear to his admonition, for it proceed- 
etlffrom love. 

He hath watched for thy welfare, 
he hath toiled for thine eafe; do ho- 1 

nour therefore to his age, and let not 
his gray hairs be treated with irreve- 
rence. 

Think on thyhelplefs infancy, and j 
the forwardnefs of thy youth, and in- 
dulge the infirmities of thy aged pa- 
rents ; affifl and fupport them in the 
decline of life. 
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So fhall their hoary heads go down 

to the grave in peace; and thine own 
children, in reverence of thy example, 
fli ill repay thy piety with filial love. 

SECTION IV. 
Brothers. 

Ye are the children of one father, 
provided for by his care ;and the breaft 
of one mother hath given you fuck. 

Let the bonds of affcdlion, there- 
fore, unite thee with thy brothers ; 
that peace and happinefs may dwell 
in thy father’s houfe. 

And when ye feparate in the world, 
remember the relation that bindeth 
you to love and unity : prefer not a 
flranger before thine own blood. 

If thy brother is in adverbty, affifl 
him ; if thy lifter is in trouble, for- 
fake her not. 

So fliall the fortunes of thy father 
contribute to the fupportof his whole 
race,and his care be continued to you 
all in your love tp each other, ; 
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PART FIFTH. 

PROVIDENCE: 
OR, THE 

ACCIDENTAL DIFFERENCES OF MEN. 

S E T I O N I. 
Wise and Ignorant. 

THE gifts of the underftanding are 
the treafures of God ; and he ap- 
pointeth to every one his portion, in 
what mealure feemeth good unto 
him (elf. 

Hath he endowed thee with wif- 
dom ? Hath he enlightened thy mind 
with the knowledge of truth? com- 
m nicate it to the ignorant for their 
inftrudbon ; communicate it to the 
wile for t' eir own improvement. 

Truewifdomis lefs prefuming than 
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folly ; the wife man doubteth often, 
and changeth his mind j the fool is 
obftinate and doubteth not; he know- 
eth all things but his owfi ignorance. 

The pride of emptinefs is an abo- 
mination, and to talk much is the 
foolifhnefsof folly; neverthelefs, it is 
the part of Wifdom to beartheimper- 
tinence of fools, to hear their abfur- 
dities with patience, and pity their 
weaknefs. 
jp Yet be not puffed up in thine own 
conceit, neither boaft of fuperior 
underftanding; the cleareft human 
knowledge is but blindnefs and fol- 
1>r' The wife manfeeleth his imperfec- 
tions, and is humbled; belaboured! 
in vain for his own approbation. But 
thefool peepeth in the fballow ftream 

^ of his own mind, and is plealedwith 
the pebbles which he feeth at the bot- 
tom; he br ngeth them up, and (hew- 
eth them as pearls ; and with the ap- 
plaufe of his brethren delighteth he 
himlelf. 
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Heboafteth of attainments in things 

of no worth; but where it is a fhame 
to be ignorant, there he hath no un- 
derftanding? 

Even in the paths of Wifdom he 
toileth after folly; and fhame and 
difapointment are the reward of his H 
labour. 

But the wife man cultivated! his 
mind with knowledge; the improve- 
ment of arts is his delight; and their 
utility to the public crowneth him ij 
with honour. 

Neverthelefs, the attainment of vir- I 
tue heaqcounteth as thehigheft learn- 
ing ; and the fcience of happineis is 
the ftudy of his life. 

SECTION II. 
Rich and Poor. 

THE man to whom God hath given 
riches, and a mind to employ them 
aright, is peculiarly favoured, and 
highly diftinguifhed. 
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He looketh on his wealth with 

pleafure; becaufe it aiForcieth him the 
means to do good. 

He protedleth the poor that are in- 
jured ; he fuffereth not the mighty 
to opprefs the weak. 

He feekethout objects of compaf- 
fion; he inquireth into their wants; 
he relieveth them with judgment, 
and without oftentation. 

He affifteth and rewardeth merit; 
he encourageth ingenuity, and liber- 
ally promoteth every ufeful defign. 

He carrieth on great works ; his 
country is enriched, and the labourer 
is employed; he formeth new fchemes, 
and the arts receive improvement. 

He confidereth the fuperfluities of 
his table as belonging to the poor, 
and he defraudeth them not. -v 

The benevolence of his mind is 
not checked by his fortune. He re- * 
joiceththerefore in riches, and his joy 
is blamelefs. 

But wo unto him that heapeth up 
' m G 
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wealth in abundance, and rejoiceth 
alone in the pofleffion thereof. 

That grindeth the face of the poor, 
and confidereth not the fvveat of their 
brows. 

He thriveth on oppreflion without 
feeling ; the ruin of his brother di- 
fturbeth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drink- 
eth as milk ; the cries of the widow 
are mulic to his ear. 

His heart is hardened with the love 
* of wealth, no grief or diftrefs can 

make impreffion upon it. 
But the curfe of iniquity purfueth 

him; he liveth in continual fear. The 
i anxiety of his mind, and the rapaci- 

ous delires of his own foul, take ven- 
i geance upon him for the calamities 

he hath brought upon others. 
6 ! wliat are themiferies of pover*- 

gs* ty, in comparifon .with the gnawings 
of this man’s heart! 

Let the poor man comfort himfelf, 
yea rejoice; for he hath many rcafons. 

He fitteth down to his morfef in 
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i peace ; his table is not crowded with 
i flatterers and devourers. 

He is not embarrafled with de- 
pendents, nor tealed with the cla- 
mours of Solicitation. 

Debarred from the dainties of the 
rich, he efcapeth all their difeaies. 

The bread that he eateth, is it not 
fweet to his tafte? the water he drink- 
•eth, is it not pleafant to his thirft ? 

' yea far mere delicious than therich- 
' eft draughts of the luxurious. 

His labour preferveth his-health, 
p and produceth him a repofe to which 

the downy bed of Sloth is a ftranger. 
He limiteth his defires wTith humi- 

lity ; and the calm of contentments-is 
fweeter to his foul than the acquire- ’ 
ments of wealth and.grandeun 

Letnot the rich, therefore, prefume 
on his riches, nor the poor defpond in 
his poverty ; for the providence of 
God difpenfeth happinefs to them 

| bothj and the diftribution thereof is 
| more equally made than the fool can 

believe. * 
-G 2 
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SECTION III. 

Masters and Servants. 
ii.EPINE not, O man! that thou 
ferveft another: it is the appointment 
of God, and hath many advantages; 
it removeth thee from the cares and 
fblicitudes of life. 

The honour of a fervant is his fi- 
delity ; his highefl virtues are fub- 
miflion and obedience. 

Be patient, therefore, under the re- 
proofs of thy mafter ; and, when he 
j'ebuketh thee, anfwer not again; the 
filenee of thy refignation fhall not be 
forgotten. 

Be fludious of his interefts ; be di- 
ligent in his affairs ; and faithful to 
the trufl which he repofeth in thee^ 

Thy time and thy labour belong 
unto him ; defraud him not thereof, 
for he payeth thee for them. 

And thou who art a mafter, be juft 
to thy fervant, if thouexpedeft fide- 
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lity ; be reafonable in thy commands, 
if thou expe&eft obedience. 

The fpirit of a man is in him ; fc- 
verity and rigour, which create fear, 
cannot command his love. 

Mix k'mdnefs with reproof, and 
reafon with authority; fo fhall thy 
admonitions take place in his heart, 
and his duty fhall become his plea- 
fure. 

Helhall ferve thee faithfully from 
gratitude, and lhall obey thee chear- 
fully from love; and fail not thou, in 
return, to give his diligence and fide- 
lity their jufl reward. 

SECTION I\V V # 

Magistrates and Subjects. 
© THOU, the favourite of heaven, 
whom the fons of men,, thy equals, 
have railed to fuvereign power, and 
fet as a ruler over themfelves ; confi- 
der the ends and importance of their 

G 3 
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truft, far more than the dignity and 
height of thy flation. 

Thou art clothed in. purple ; thou 
art feated on a throne; the crown of 
Majefty invefteth thy temples; the 
fceptreof Power is placedin thy hand: 
but not for thy fcIf were thefe enfigns 
given ; not meant for thy own, but 
the good of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a king is the welfare 
of his peo le ; his power and domi- 
nion relleth on the hearts of his fub- 
je<5b* 

The mind of a great prince is ex- 
alted with the grandeur of his fitua- 
tion : he revolveth high things, and 
fearcheth for bufinefs worthy of his 
power. 

He calleth together the wife men 
of his kingdom ; he confulteth a- 
mong them with freedom, and hem*- 
eth the opinion of them all. 

lie looketh among his people with 
difcernment; he dilcovereth the abi- 
lities of men, and employeth them 
according to their merits. 
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His magiftrates are juft ; his mi- 

nifters are wife; and the favourite of 
his bofom deceiveth him not. 

He fmdeth on the arts, and they 
floufifh; the fciences improve be- 
neath the culture cf his hand. 

With the learned and ingen’ous he 
delighteth himfelf; he kindleth in 
their breafts emulation; and the glo- 
ry of his kingdom is exalted by their 
labours. 

The fpirit of the merchant who cx- 
t.ndeth his commerce, the fkill of 
the farmer who enricheth his lands, 
the ingenuity of the ariift, the im- 
provements of the fcholar ; all thefe 
he honoureth with his favour, or re- 
wardeth with his bounty. 

He planteth new colonies; he build- 
eth ftrong Ihips ; he openeth rivers 
for conveniences ; he formeth har- 
bours for fafety ; his people abound 
in riches ; and the flrength of his 
kingdom increafeth. 

He frameth his flatutes with equi- 
ty and wifdom; his fubjeds enjoy the 

% 
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fruits of their labour in fecurity, and 
their happinefs confills in their ob- 
fer vance of the law. 

He fouudeth his judgments on the 
principles of mercy; but in the pu- 
niihment of offenders he is flridl and 
impartial. 

His ears are open to the complaints 
of his fubje&s ; he reftraineth the 
hand of oppreflbrs ; and delivereth 
them from their tyranny. 

His people therefore look up to him 
as a father, with reverence and love; 
they confider him as the guardian of 
all they enjoy. 

Their affedtion unto him begetteth 
in his bread a love of the pub’ic; the 
fecurity of their happinefs is the ob- 
jedl of his care. 

No murmurs againft him a rife in 
their hearts ; the machination of his 
enemies endanger not his State. 

His fubjedls are faithful and firm 
in his caufe; they ftand in his de- 
fence as a wall of brafs. The army 
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of his enemy flieth before them as 
chaff before the wind. 

Security and peace blefs the dwell- 
ings of his people ; and glory and 
ftrength encircle his throne for ever. 
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PART SIXTH. 

THE 

SOCIAL DUTIES. 

SECTION I. 
Benevolence. 

When thou conlidereft thy wants, 
when thou beholdeft thy imperfec- 
tions, acknowledge his goodnefs, O 
Man ! who honoured thee with rea- 
fon, endowed thee with fpeech, and 
placed thee in fqdety, to receive and 
confer reciprocal helps and mutual 
obligations. 

Thy food, thy clothing, thy con- 
venience of habitation, thy protection 
from the injuries, thy enjoyment of 
the comforts and the pieafures^of life, 
thou owed to the affiftance of others, 
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and couldtl: notenjoy butin the bands 
of fociety. 

It is thy duty, therefore, to be 
friendly to mankind, as it is thy in- 
tereft that men fhould be friendly to 
thee. 

As the rofe breatheth fweetncfs 
from its own nature, fo the heart of 
a benevolent man produceth good 
works. 

He enjoyeth the eafe and tranquil- 
lity of his own bread:; and rejoiceth 
in the happinefs and profperity of his 
neighbour. 

He opencth not his ear unto dan- 
der ; the faults and the failings of 
men give pain to his heart. 

His dehre is to do good, and he 
fearcheth out the occafions thereof: 
in removing the oppreflion of ano- 
ther he relieveth himfelf. 

From the largenefs of his mind he 
comprehendeth in his wifhes the 
happinefs of all men ; and from the 

igenerofity of his heart heendeavour- 
eth to promote it. 
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SECTION II. 

Justice. 
The peace of fociety dependeth on 
juftice ; the happinels of individuals 
on the certain enjoyment of all their 
poflellions. 

Keep the defires of thy heart, there- 1 
fore, within the bounds of modera- 
tion; let the hand of juftice lead them 
aright. 

Oaft not an evil eye on the goods of 
thy neighbour; let whatever is his h 
property be facred from thy touch. 

Let not temptation allure, nor any 
provocation excite thee to lift up thy 
hand to the hazard of his life. 

Defame him not in his chanufter, I 
bear no falfe witnefs againft him. 

Corrupt not his fervant to cheat or 
forfake him; and the wife of his bo- 
fom, O tempt not to fin. 

It will be a grief to his heart, which | 
thou canft not relieve ; an injury to I 
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his life which no reparation can a- 
tone. 

In thy dealings with men be im- 
partial and juft; and do unto them 
as thou wouldft they fliould do unto 
thee. 

Be faithful to thy truft; and deceive 
not the man who relieth upon thee: 
be affured, it is lefs in the fight of 
God to fteal, than to betray. 

Opprefs not the poor, and defraud 
not of his hire the labouring man. 

When thou felleft for gain, hear 
the whifperings of Confcience, and 
be fatisfied with moderation ; nor 
from the ignorance of the buyer make 
advantage to thyfelf. 

Pay the debts which thou oweft ; 
for he who gave thee credit relied 
upon thy honour ; and to with-hold 
from him his due, is both mean and 
unjuft. 

Finally; O fon of fociety, examine 
thy heart; call remembrance to thy 
aid ; and, if in any of thefe things 
thou findeft thou haft tranfgrefied, 

H 
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take forrow and fhame to thyfelf; 
and make fpeedy reparation to the 
utmofl of thy power. 

SECTION III. 
Charity. 

Happy is the man who hath fown 
in his breaft the feeds of benevolence; 
the produce thereof lhall be charity 
and love. 

From the fountain of his heart fhall 
rife rivers of goodnefs ; and, the 
ftreams ihall overflow for the benefit 
of mankind. 

He aflifteth the poor in their trou- 
ble ; he rejoiceth in furthering the 
profperity of all men. 

He cenfureth not his neighbour ; 
he believeth not the tales of Envy 
and Malevolence ; neither repeateth 
he their flanders. r 
I He forgiveth the injuries of men ; 
he wipeth them from his remem- 
brance; revenge and malice have no 
place in his heart. 
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For evil he returneth not evil; he 

hateth not even his enemies ; but re- 
quiteth their injuftice with friendly 
admonition. 

The griefs and anxieties of men 
excite his companion; he endeavour- 
eth to alleviate the weight of their 
misforrunes; and the pleafure of fuc- 
cefs rewardeth his labour. 

He caimeth the fury, he healeth 
the quarrels of angry men; and pre- 
vented! the mifchiefs of ftrife and 
animofity. 

He promoteth in his neighbour- 
hood peace and good-will; and his 
name is repeated with praife and be- 
nedi&ions. 

SECTION IV. 

Gratitude. 
AS the branches of a tree return their 
fap to the root, from whence it arofe; 
as a river poureth his dreams to the 
fea, whence his fpring was fupplied; 

H 2 



88 THE ECONOMY 
fo the heart of a grateful man de- 
lighteth in returning a benefit recei- 
ved. 

He acknowledged! his obligation 
with chearfnlnefs j he looketh on his 
benefactor with love and efteem. 

And, if to return it be not in his 
power, he nourifheth the memory of 
it in his bread; with kindnefs; he for- 
getteth it not all the days of his life. 

The hand of the generous man is 
like the clouds of heaven, which drop 
upon the earth fruits, herbage, and 
flowers : the heart of the ungrateful 
is like a defart of land, which fwal- 
loweth with greedinefs the Ihowers 
that fall, but burieththem inks bo- 
fom, and produceth nothing. 

Envy not thy benefactor ^ neither 
drive to conceal the benefit he hath 
conferred : for, though to oblige is 
better than to be obliged; though the 
aCt of generofity commandeth admi- 
ration, yet the humility of gratitude 
toucheth the heart, and is amiable in 
the fight of God and man* 
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But receive not a favour from the 

hand of the proud; to the felfifli and 
avaritious have no obligation : the 
vanity of pride fhall expofe thee to 
fhame; the greedinefs of avarice fhall 
never be fatisfied. 

S E C T I O N V, 
Sincerity. 

O Thou that art enamoured with the 
beauties of Truth, and haft fixed thy 
heart onthe fimplicityof her charms, 
hold faft thy fidelity unto her, and 
forfake her not; the conftancy of thy 
virtue fhall crown tlree with honour. 

The tongue of the fincere is rooted 
in his heart; hypocrify and deceit 
have no place in his words. 

He blufheth at falfehood, and is 
confounded; but in fpeaking the 
truth he hath a fteady eye. 

He fupporteth as a man the digni- 
ty of his chara<5ter; to the arts of hy- 
pocrify he fcorneth to ftoop. 

He is confident with himfelf; he is 
H 3 
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never embarrafTed ; he hath courage 
in truth, but to lie he is afraid. 

He is far above themeannefs of dif* 
fimulation ; the words of his mouth 
are the thoughts of his heart. 

Yet with prudence and caution he 
openeth his lips; he ftudieth what is 
right, and fpeaketh with difcretion. 

He advifeth in friendfhip; he re- 
proveth with freedom ; and whatfo- 
ever he promifeth (hall furely be per- 
formed. 

But the heart of the hypocrite is hid 
in his bread:. He mafketh his words 
in the femblance of truth, while the 
bufinefs of his life is only to deceive. 

He laugheth in forrow; he weepeth 
in joy ; and the words of his mouth j 
have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as a mole, | 
and fancieth he is fafe; but he bhin- 
dereth into light, and is expofed to 
full view with his dirt on his head. 

He pafleth his days in perpetual 
conftraint; his tongue and his heart 
are for ever at variance. 
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He laboureth for the character of 

a righteous man ; and huggeth him- 
felf in the thoughts of his cunning. 

O fool, fool! the pains which thou 
takeft to hide, what thou art, are more 
than would make thee what thou 
would feem : the children of Wif- 
dom fhall mock at thy cunning ; and 
when thy difguife is dripped off^ the 
finger of Derifion lhall point thee to 
fcorn. 
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PART SEVENTH. 

RELIGION. 

Religion. 
THERE is but one God, the Au- 
thor, the Creator, the Governor of 
the world ; Almighty, Eternal, and 
Incomprehenlible. 

The fun is not God, tlio’ his nobleft 
image. He enlighteneth the world 
with his brightnefs ; his warmth 
giveth life to the produifts of the 
earth: admire him as the creature, 
the inftrument of God 3 but wor- 
Ihip him not. 

To the One, who is fupreme, moft 
wife, and beneficent, and to him 
alone, belong worfhip, adoration, 
thankfgiving, arid praife. 
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Who hath flretched forth the hea- 

vens with his hand ; who hath de- 
fcribed with his finger the courfes of 
the (tars : 

Who fetteth bounds to the ocean, 
which it cannot pafs; and faith un- 
to theftormy winds, Be Hill: 
I Who fhaketh the earth, and the 
nations tremble ; who darteth his 
lightnings, and the wicked are dif- 
raayed: 

Who called forth worlds by the 
words of his mouth ; who fmiteth 
with his arm, and they fink into no- 
thing. 

“ O reverence the majefty of the 
“ Omnipotent! and tempt not his an- 
“ ger, left thou be deftroyed.” 

The providence of God is over all 
his work^j he ruleth and diredteth 
with infinite wifdom. 

He hath inftituted laws for the go- 
vernment of the world; he hath won- 
derfully varied them in all beings 
and each, by his nature, conformed! 
to his will. 
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In the depth of his mind he revol- 

veth all knowledge; the fecrets of fu- 
turity lye open before him. 

The thoughts of thy heart are na- 
ked to his view; he knoweth thy de- 
terminations before they are made. 

With refped: to his prefcience there 
is nothing contingent; with refpe<5t 
to his providence there is nothing 
accidental. 

Wonderful he is in all his ways ; 
his counfels are infcrutable, the man- 
ner of his knowledge tranfcendeth 
thy conception. 

“ Pay, therefore, to his wifdom all 
“ honour and veneration ; and bow 
“ down thyfelf in humble and lub- 
“ miflive obedience to his fupreme 
** direction.” 

The Lord is gracious and benefi- 
cent ; he hath created the world in 
mercy and love. 

His goodnefg is confpicuous in all 
his works; he is the fountain of Ex- 
cellence, the centre of Perfedtion. 

1 he creatures of his hand declare 
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hisgoodnefs,and all their enjoyments 
fpeak his praife; he clotheth them 
with beauty, he fupporteththem with 
food; he preferveth them with plea- 
fure from generation to generation. 

If we lift upoureyestothe heavens, 
his glory fhineth forth ; if we calf 
them down upon the earth, it is full 
of his goodnefs; the hills and the val- 
lies rejoice and ling ; fields, riven, 
and woods, refoiind his praife. 

But thee, O Man, he hath diftin- 
guilhed with peculiar favour, and ex- 
alted thy ftation above all creatures. 

He hath endowed thee with reafon 
to maintain thy dominion j he hath 
fitted thee with languageto improve 
by fociety; and exalted thy mind with 
the powers of meditation, to contem- 
plate and adore his inimitable perfec- 
tions. 

And the laws he hath ordained as 
the rule of thy life; fo kindly hath he 
fuited thy duty to thy nature, that 
obedience to his precepts is happinefs 
to thylelf. 
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“ O praife his goodnefs with fongs 

“ of thankfgiving, and meditate in 
“ filence on the wonders of his love; 
“ let thy heart overflow with grati- 
“ tude and acknowledgment; let the u language of thy lips fpeak praife 
“ and adoration; let the adtions of 
“ thy life Ihow thy love to his law.” 

The Lord is juft and righteous; 
and will judge the earth with equity 
and truth. 

Hath he eftabliflied his laws in 
goodnefs and mercy, and fliall he not 
punilh the tranfgreflbrs thereof? 

O think not, bold Man ! becaufe 
the punifliment is delayed, that the 
arm of the Lord is weakened; neither 
flatter thyfelf with hopes that he 
winketh at thy doings. 

Hiseyepierceth the fecrets of every 
heart, and he remembereth them for 
ever: he refpedfeth not the perfons 
nor the ftations of men. 

The high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, the wife and the ignorant, 
when the foul hath {haken off the 
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cumbrous fliackles of this mortal life» 
fhall equally receive from the fentence 
of God, a juft; and everlafting retri- 
bution according to their works. 

Then ftiall the wicked tremble and 
be afraid, but the heart of the righ- 

, teous ftiall rejoice in his judgments. 

“ O fear the Lord, therefore, all 
“ the days of thy life, and walk in 
“ the paths which he hath opened be- 

; “ fore thee. Let Prudence admonifti 
“thee, let Temperance reftrain; let 
“ Jufticeguidethy hand, Benevolence 1 “ warm thy heart, and Gratitude to 
“ Heaven infpire thee with devo- 
“ tion. Thefe ihall give thee happj- 
“ nefs in thy prefent ftate, and bring 
“ thee to the manfions of eternal fell-. 

; ‘‘ city in the paradife of God.” 

THIS IS THE TRUE 
ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 

I 
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To the Right Honourable the 
Earl of *********** *. 

Pekin, Jan. 10.1749^50. 
My Lord, 

NOT a month after I had inclofedto 
your Lordfhip the tranflation I had 
attempted of the Oriental Syftem 
of Morality, fo famous in thefe 
parts, we were agreeably furprifed 
with a Manufcfipt of the fame 
lize, whofe antiquity, chara<5ters, 
and other internal marks, deter- 
mined it to be the performance of 
the fame author; which, at the 
lame time that it Ihowed us fome- 
thing was wanting to what we had 
before efteemed a Complete Syf- 
tem, very happily fupplied the de- 
ficiency. 

' I could not reft, after the firft dip- 
* ping into it, without the pleafing 
i talk of a Tranfiation; nor, when I 

had finilhed it, without doingmy- 
felf the honour of tranfmitting it 
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to your Lordfhip. I need not tell 
your Lordlhip, that the energy of 
thought, fublimity of ftyle, and 
many other circumftances, prove 
it to come from the divine hand 
that planned the other: the fub- 
ftance of it carries abundantly 
more proof of it. 

If I did not flatter myfelf that the 
First Part had met the honour 
©f your Lordfhip’s approbation, I 
Ihould not befo earneft in dilpatch- 
ing this after it: but while I know 
the value of the Work, and know 
your Lordfhip’s diftinguifhingge- 
nius, it would be ridiculous to af- 
fe& a doubt about it. 

I am, 

My Lord,. 

Yours, 



BOOK FIRST. 
-< *>♦:>**»- 

M A N 

Conlidered in the 

GENERAL. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Human Frame and Structure. 
WEAK and ignorant as thou art, 
O Man! humble as thou oughteft tq 
be, O child of the dull! wouldft thou 
raife thy thoughts to Infinite Wif- 
dom? wouldft thou fee Omnipotence 
displayed before thee ? contemplate 
thine own frame. 

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 
made: praife, therefore, thy Creator 
with awe, and rejoice before him with 
reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art thou 
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only ere6l,but that thou Ihouldfl be- 
hold his works ! Wherefore art thou 
to behold, but that thou mayeft ad- 
mire them ! Wherefore to admire, 
but that thou mayeft adore their and 
thy Creator! 

Wherefore is confcioufnefs repofed 
in thee alone ? and whence is it de- 
rived to thee ? 

It is nor in flefh to think ; it is not 
in bones to reafon: the lion knoweth 
not that worms (hall eat him ; the ox 
perceivethnotthat he is fedforflaugh- 
ter. 

Something is added to thee unlike 
to what thou fee’ft: fomething in- 
forms thy clay, higher than all that 
is the obje& of thy fenfes. Behold ! 
what is k ? 

Thy body remaineth perfett after 
it is fled ; therefore it is no part of 
it: it is immaterial; therefore it is 
eternal: it is free toa<ft; therefore it is 
accountable for its adlions. 

Knoweth the afs the ufe of food, 
becaufc his teeth mow down the her- 
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bage ? Standeth the crocodile ere#, al- 
tho’ his backbone is ftraight as thine? 

God formed thee as he had form- 
ed thefe : after them all wert thou 
created: fuperiority and command 
were given thee over all; and of his 
T3wn breath did he communicate to 
thee thy principle of knowledge. 

Know thyfelf then, the pride of his 
creation; the link uniting divinity 
and matter ; behold a part of God 
himfelf within thee: remember thine 
own dignity j nor dare defcend to 
evil or to meannefs. 

Who planted terror in the tail of 
the ferpent ? Who cloathed the neck 
of the horfe with thunder ? Even he 
who hath infh*u<5led thee to crufh the 
one under thy feet, and tame the 
other to thy purpofes. 

CHAP. ir. 

Of the Use of the Senses. 
Vaunt not of thy body, becaufe 

% 
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it was firft formed; nor of thy brain, 
becaufe therein thy foul refideth. Is 
not the mailer of the houfe more ho- 
nourable than its walls ? 

The ground mull be prepared be- 
fore corn be planted; the potter muft 
build his furnace before he can make 
his porcelane. 

As the breath of heaven fayeth 
unto the waters of the deep, This 
way fhall thy billows roll, and no o- 
ther; thus high, and no higher fhall 
they raife their fury; fo let thy fpirit, 
O man, actuate and diredl thy flefh; 
fo let it reprefs its wildnefs. 

Thy foul is the monarch of thy 
frame ; fuffer not its fubje&s to re- 
bel againfl it. 

Thy body is as the globe of the 
earth ; thy bones the pillars that fuf- 
tain it on his bafis. 

As the ocean giveth rife to fprings, 
whofe waters return again into its 
bofom thro’ the rivers ; fo runneth 
thy life from the heartoutwards, and 
ib returneth it unto its place again. 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 109 
Do not both retain their conrfe for 

| ever? Behold, the fame God ordained 
; them. 
! Is not thy nofe the channel to per- 
5 fumes ? thy mouth the path to deli- 
| cacies? Yet know thou, that perfumes 
; long fmelt become offenfive; that 

delicacies deftroy the appetite they 
flatter. 

Are not thine eyes the centinels 
I that watch for thee ? yet how often 
\ are they unable to diftinguilh truth 
l from error! 
[ Keep thy foul in moderation; teach 
1' thy fpirit to be attentive to its good; ! fo (hall thefe its minifters be always 
; to thee conveyances of truth. 
I Thine hand, is it not a miracle? is 
j there in the creation aught like unto 

it ? Wherefore was it given thee, but 
i that thou mighteft ftretch it out to 
f the afliftance of thy brother. 

Why of all things living art thou 
i alone made capable of blulhing ? The 
1 world (hail read thy fhame upon thy 

face; therefore do nothing fhamefuh 
K 
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Fear and difmay, why rob they 

thy countenance of its ruddy fplen- I 
dour ? Avoid guilt, and thou fhalt j 
know that fear is beneath thee, that I 
difmay is unmanly. 

Wherefore to thee alone fpeak £ha- 
dows in the vifions of thy pillow ? re- 
verence them ; for know that dreams 
are from on high. 

Thou, Man, alone canft fpeak; 
wonder at thy glorious prerogative ; |: 
and pay to Him who gave it thee 
a rational and welcome praife; teach- 
ing thy children wifdom; inftruc- 
ting the offspring of thy loins in 
piety. 

CHAP. III. 

The Soul of Man, its Origin and 
Affections. 

ThE bleffings, O Man! of thy ex- I 
ternal part are health, vigour, and 
proportion: the greateft of thefe is *! 
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health. What health is to the body, 
even that is honefty to the foul. 

That thou haft a foul, is of all 
, knowledge the moft certain, of all 

truths the moft plain unt© thee : be 
meek ; be grateful for it ; feek not 
to know it perfectly ; it is infcruta- 
ble. 

Thinking, underftanding, reafon- 
ing, willing; call not thefe the foul ; 
they are its adlions, but they are not 
its elfence. 

Raife it not too high, that thou be 
not defpifed: be not thou like unto 

, thofe who fall by climbing : neither 
debafe it to the fenfe of brutes : nor 
be thou like to the horfe and the 
mule, in whom there is no under- 

■ (landing. 
Search it by its faculties ; know it 

by its virtues: they are more in num- 
ber than the hairs of thy head : the 
ftars of Heaven are not to be count- 
ed with them. 

i> Think not, with Arabia, that one 
»fou! is parted among all men y nei- 

K 2 
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ther believe thou, with the fons of E- 
gypt, that every man hath many: ! 
know, that as thy heart, lo alfo thy j 
foul, is one. 

Doth not the fun harden the clay? 
doth it not aifo fofttn the wax ? as it j 
is one fun that worketh both, even 
fo it is one foul that willeth contra- | 
ries. • 

As the moon retaineth her nature 
though darknefs fpread itfelf before 
her face as a curtain, fo the foul re- 
maineth perfe<5t even in the bofom of 
the fool. 

She is immortal; fhe is unchange- 
able; {he is alike in all: Health cal!- ;| 
eth her forth to fliew her lovelinefs; 
and Application anointeth her with 
the oil of wifdom. 

Althgugh (lie (hall live after thee, ; 
think not fhe was born before thee : 1 
flic was concreated with-thy iiefh, 
and formed with thy brain. 

Juftice could not give her to thee | 
exalted by virtues, nor mercy deliver « 
her to the;e deformed by vices. Thefa 
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muft be thine, and thou muft anfwer 
them. 

Suppofe not death can fhield thee 
from examination; think not corrup- 
tion can hide thee from inquiry. Fie 
who formed thee, of thou knoweft 
not what, can he not raife thee from 
thou knoweft not what again ? 

Perceiveth not the cock the hour 
of midnight? exaltethhenot his voice, 
to teil thee it is morning ? Knoweth 
not the dog the footfleps of his mas- 
ter ? and flieth not the wounded goat 
unto the herd that healeth him? Yet 
when thefe .die, their fpirit returneth 
to the dull; thine only furviveth. 

Envy not thefe their femes, be- 
caufe quicker than thine own : learn 
that the advantage lyeth not in pof- 
fefling good things, but in knowing 
to ufe them. 

Hadft thou the ear of the flag ; 
or were thine eye as ftrong and pier- 
cing as the eagle’s; didft thou equal- 
the hound in fmell; or could the ape 
refign to thee his tafte, or the tortoife : 

K 3 
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her feeling; yet without reafon what 
would they avail thee ? perifli not all 
thefe like their kindred ? 

Hath any one of them the gift of 
fpeech? can any fay unto thee, There- 
fore did I fo ? 

" The lips of the wife are as the 
doors of a cabinet; no fooner are 
they opened, but treafures are pour- 
ed out before thee. 

Like unto trees of gold arranged 
in beds of filver, are wife fentences 
uttered in due feafon. 

Canft thou think too greatly of thy 
foul ? or can too much be faid in its 
praife ? It is the image of him who 
gave it. 

Remember thou its dignity for e- 
ver ; forget not how great a talent is 
commited to thy charge. 

Whatf ever may do good, may 
alfo do harm : beware that thou di- 
re# its conrfe to virtue. 

Think not that thou canft lofe her 
in the croud : fuppofe not that thou 
canft bury her in thy clofet: aclioa 
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is her delight, and fhe will not be 
with-held from. it. 

Her motion is perpetual; her at> 
tempts are univerfal; her agility is 
not to be fuppreffed: is it at the ut- 
termofl: part of the earth, fhe will 
have it; is it beyond the region of 
the ftars, yet will her eyedifcover it. 

Inquiry is her delight: as one who 
traverfeth the burning fands in fearch 
of water, fo is the foul that thirfteth 
after knowledge. 

Guard her, for fhe is rafh; reftrain 
her, for fhe is irregular ; corredl her, 
for fhe is outrageous : more fupple is 
fhe than water; more flexible than 
wax; more yielding than air:is there 
aught then can bind her ? 

As a fword in the hand of a mad- 
man, even fo is the foul of him who 
wanteth difcretion. 

The end of her fearch is truth: 
her means to difcover it are reafon 
and experience : but are not thefe 
weak, uncertain, and falLicious ? how 
then fhall. he attain unto it ?, 
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General opinion is no proof of j 

truth ; for the generality of men are |v 
ignorant. 

Perception of thyfelf: the know- j 
ledge of Him who created thee ; the ; 
fenfe of the worfliip thou oweil unto , - 
Him ; are not thefe plain before thy 
face ? and behold! what is there more I 
that man needeth to know. 

C PI A P. IV. 

Of the Period and Uses of: Human 
Life. 

As the eye of morning to the lark ; : 
as the fliade of evening to the owl: ] 
as honey to the bee, or as the carcafe ' 
to the vulture; even fo is life unto j 
the heart of man. ^ 

Though bright, it dazzleth not ; , 
tho’ obfcure, it dilpleafeth not ; tho’ I 
corrupt, it forbid,deth not; yet who | 
is he thait knoweth its true value ? 

Learn to efjeem life as it ought; 
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then art thou near the pinnacle of 

■ wifdom. 
Think not, with the fool, that no- 

\ thing is more valuable; nor believe, 
with the pretended ■svife, that thou 

11 oughteftto contemn it: love is not 
i for itfelf, but for the good it may be 

j I of to others. 
Gold cannot buy it for thee ; nei- 

ther can mines of diamonds purchafe 
back the moment thou haft now loft 

j of it: employ the fucceeding ones in 
; virtue. 
;) Say not, that it were beft not to 
| have been born; or if born, that it 

had been beft to die early: neither 
dare thou to alk of thy Creator, 

\ Where hrd been the evil had I not 
| exalted? Good is in thv power:, the 
| want of good is evil ; and if thy que- 
[’ ftion be juft, lo, it condemneth thee. 

Would the nth fwallow the bait, 
J if he knew the hook was hid therein ? 

would the lion enter the coils, if he 
? faw they were prepared for him ? fo 
i neither, were the foul to perilh with 
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this clay, would man w/ifh to live; 
neither w^ouid a merciful God have 
created him: know hence thou (halt 
live afterward. 

As the bird inclofed in the cage be- 
fore file feeth it, yet teareth not Ivs 
flefh againft its Tides ; 16 neither la- 
bour thou vainly to run frbm the Hate 

f thou art in, but know it is allotted 
thee ; and be contented with it. 

Tho’ its ways are uneven, yet are 
they not all painful: accommodate 
thyfelf to all; and where there is leaft 
appearance of evil, fufpedl the greateft 
danger. 

When thy bed is ftraw, thou lleep- 
eftinfecurity; but when thouftretch- 
eft thyfelf on rofes, beware of the 
thorns. 

A good death is better than an e- 
vil life; drive to live, therefore, as 
long as thou oughteft, not as long as 
thoucanft: while thy life is to others 
worth more than thy death, it is thy 
duty to preferve it. 

Complain not with the fool of the 
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fliortnefs of thy time; remember that 
with thy days thy cares are fhortned. 

Take from the period of thy life 
the ufelefs parts of it, and what re- 
maineth ? take off the time of thine 
infancy, the fecond infancy of age, 
thy deep, thy thoughtlefs hours, thy 

: days of ficknefs, and even at the ful- 
nefs of years, how few feafons haft 
thou truly numbered ! 

He who gave thee life as a bleffing, 
i fhortened it to make it more fo : to 

what end would longer life have ferv- 
ed thee ? wifheft thou to have had an 

' opportunity of more vices ? as to the 
i) good, will not he who limited thy 

fpan, be fatisfied with the fruits of 
it ? 

To what end, O child of Sorrow ! 
wouldft thou live longer, to breathe, 
to eat, to fee the world? all this thou 
haft done often already; too frequent 
repetition, is it not tirefome ? or is it 
not fuperfluous ? 

Wouldft thou improve thy wifdom 
? and thy virtue ? alas ! what art thou 
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to know? or who is it that {hall teach 
thee? Badly thou employed the little 
thou haft; dare not therefore to com- 
plain that more is not given thee. 

Repine not at the want of know- 
ledge, it muft perilh with thee in the 
grave ; be honed here, thou {halt be 
wife hereafter. 

Say not unto the crow, Why num- 
bered thou feven times the age of 
thy lord ? or to the fawn, Why are 
thine eyes to fee thy offspring to an 
hundred generations ? are thefe to be 
compared with thee in the abufe of 
life? are they riotous? are they cruel ? 
are they ungrateful ? Learn from them 
rather, that innocence of life, and 
fimplicity of manners, are the paths 
to good old age. 

Know'ed thou to employ life better 
than thefe? then lefs of it may fuffice 
thee. 

Man who dares enflave the world, 
when he knows he can enjoy his ty- 
ranny but a moment, what would 
he not aim at if he were immortal ? 
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Enough haft thou of life, but thou 

regardeft not: thou art not in want 
of it, O Man! but thou art prodigal: 
thou throweft it lightly away, as if ; thou hadft more than enough, and 
yet thou repined: that it is not ga- 
thered again unto thee. 

Know that it is not abundance 
! which maketh rich, but economy. 

The wife continueth to live from 
his firft period: the fool is always 
beginning. 

Labour not after riches firft, and 
| thinkthou afterwardswiltenjoythem; 
t he who negledteth the prefent mo- 
' ment, throweth away all that he hath: 

as the ajrow pafleth through the heart, 
while the warrior knew not that it 

■! was coming, fo lhall his life be taken 
away before he knoweth that he hath ! it. 

| What then is life, that man fhould 
defire it? what breathing, that he 
fhould covet it ? 

f Is it not a fcene of delufion ? a fe- 
; ries of mifadventures ? a purfuit of 

L 
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evil’s linked on ad fides together? In 
the beginning it is ignorance, pain 
is in its middle, and its end is for- 
row. 

As one wave puflieth on another, 
till both are involved in that behind 
them ; even fo fucceedeth evil to evil 
in the life of Man: the greater and 
the prefent fwallow up the lefler and 
the pall : our terrors are real evils; 
our expectations look forward into 
improbabilities. 

Fools, to dread as mortals ; and to 
delire as if immortal! 

What part of life is it that we would 
wilh to remain with us ? Is it youth ? 
can we be in love with outrage, li~ 
centioufnefs, and temerity! Is it age? 
then are we fond of infirmities. 

It is faid grey hairs are revered, 
and in length of days is honour. 
Virtue can add reverence to the bloom 
of youth; and without it age plants 
more wrinkles in the foul than on 
the for* h ad. 

Is age refpe&ed, becaufe it hateth 
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riot? what juftice is in this ! when 
it is not age defpifeth pleafure, but 
pleafure that defpifeth age. 

Be virtuous while thou art young, 
fo lhall thine age be honoured. 

L 2 



BOOK SECOND. 

M A N, 

Confidered in regard to 

His Infirmities and their Effects, 

CHAP. I. 

Vanity. 

Inconstancy is powerful in the 
heart of man ; Intemperance fwayeth 
it whether it will; Defpair engroffeth 
much of it; and Fear proclaimeth, 
Behold I fit unrivaled therein ; but 
Vanity is beyond them all. 

Weep not therefore at the cala- 
mities of the human ftatej rather 
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laugh at its follies. In the hands of 
the man addicted to vanity, life is 
but the lhadow of a dream. 

The hero, the moft renowned of 
human charadters, what is he but a 
bubble of this weaknefs ? the pub- 
lic is unftable and ungrateful ! why 
fhould the man of wifdom endanger 
himfelf for fools ? 

The man who negledleth his pre- 
fent concerns, to revolve how he will 
behave when greater, feedeth him- 
felf with wind, while his bread is 
eaten by another. 

Adi as becometh thee in thy pre- 
fent flation ; and in- more exalted 
ones thy face {ball not be afhamed. 

What blindeth the eye, or what 
hideth the heart of a man from him- 
felf, lik'* vanity? lo, when thou feed 
not thyfelf, then others dlfcover thee, 
mod plainly. 

As the tulip that is gaudy with- 
out fmell, confpicuous without ufe ; 
fo is the man whofetteth himfelf up 
on high, and hath not merit. 
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The heart of the vain is troubled 

while it feeraeth content: his cares 
are greater than his pleafures. 

His lolitude cannot reft with his 
bones ; the grave is not deep enough 
to hide it: he extendeth his thoughts 
beyond his being; he befpeaketh 
praife to be paid when he is gone: 
but who fo promifeth itdeceiveth him. 

As the man who engageth his wife 
to remain in widowhood that fhe dif- 
turb not his foul; fo is he that ex- 
pedteth that praife {hall reach his ears 
beneath the earth ; or cherilh his 
heart in its fhroud. 

Do well while thou liveft ; but re- 
gard not what is faid of it: content 
thyfelf with deferving praife, and thy 
pofterity (hall rejoice in hearing it; 

As the butterfly who feeth not her 
own colours ; as thejeffamine which 
feeleth not the feent it cafteth around 
it ; fo is the man who appeareth gay, 
and biddeth others take note of it. 

To what purpofe, faith he, is my 
vefture of gold, to what end are my 
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tables filled with dainties, if no eye 
gaze upon them, if the world know 
it not ? Give thy raiment to the na- 
ked, and thy food to the hungry ; fo 
fhalt thou be praifed, and feel that 
thou defer veil: it. ♦ 

Why befloweft thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words ? 
thou knowefl, when returned thee, 
thou regarded: it not. He kno'weth 
he lieth unto thee ; yet he knoweth 
thou wilt thank him for it. Speak 
in fincerity, and thou fhalt hear with 
inflrudlion. 

The vain delighteth to fpeak of ■ 
himfelf; but he feeth not that others 
like not to hear him. 

If he hath done any thing wor- 
thy praife ; if he poflefs that which 
is worthy admiration ; his joy is to 
proclaim it; his praife is to hear, it 
reported: the defire of fuch a man 
defeateth itfelf: men fay nor, Be- 
hold he hath done it; or, See, he 
poflefleth it; but, Mark how proud 
he is of it. 
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The heart of man cannot attend 

at once to many things : he who fix- 
eth his foul on (hew, lofeth reality : 
he purfueth bubbles which break in 
their flight, while he treads to earth 
wlfat fliould do him honour. 

CHAP. II. 
Inconstancy. 

Nature urgeth thee -to in con- 
ftancy, O Man ! therefore guard thy- 
felf at all times againlt it. 

Thou art from the womb of thy 
mother various and wavering; from * 
the loins of thy father inheriteft thou 
inflability: how then fhalt thou be d 
firm ? 

Thofc who gave thee a body, fur- 
nifhed it with weaknefs ; but he who I 
gave thee a foul, armed thee with re- 
folution: employ it, and thou art 
wife: be wife, and thou art happy. 

Let him who doth well, beware 
how he boafteth of it; for rarely is 
it of his own will. 
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Is it not the event of an impulfe 

from without? born of uncertainty ? 
enforced by accident ? dependent on 
fomewhat elfe ? to thefe, then, and 
to accident, is due the praife. 

Beware of irrefolution in theiiyent 
of thy a<5tions; beware of inftability 
in the execution; fo ilialt thou tri- 
umph over two great failings of thy 
nature. 

What reproacheth reafon more, 
than to a6t contrarieties ? what can. 
fupprefs the tendencies to thefe, but 
firmnefs of mind. 

Thelnconflantfeeleth that he chan- 
geth, but he knoweth not why; he 
feeth that he efcapeth from himfelf, 
but he perceiveth not how : be thou 
incapable of change in that which is 
right, and men will rely upon thee. 

Eflablifh unto thyfelf principles of 
adlicn ; and fee that thou ever a6t 
according to them. 

So fhall thy paflions have no rule 
over thee ; fo fhall thy conftancy en- 
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fure unto thee the good thou poflfef- : 

feft, and drive from thy door Mif- 
fbrtune : Anxiety and Difappoint- 
ment fhall be ftrangers to thy gates. 

Sufpedt not evil in a!iy one, until 
feed it: when thou feed it, for- | 

get it not. 
Whofb hath been an enemy, can- j 

not be a friend; for a man mendeth 
not of his faults. 

How fhould his add ions be right, 
who hath no rule of life ? nothing can 
be jud, which proceedeth not from 
reafon. 

The Incondant hath no peace in ! 
his foul; neither can any be at eafe ! 
whom he concerneth himfelf with. 

His life is unequal; his motions^ 
are irregular ; his foul changeth like • 
the weather. 

To-day heloveth thee ; to-morrow 
thou art deteded by him : and why ; 
himfelf knoweth not wherefore h< 
loved, or wherefore he now hateth. 

To-day he is the tyrant; to-mor - 
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row thy fervant is lefs humble : and 
why ? he who is arrogant without 
power, will be fervile where there is 
no fubjednon. 

To-day he is profufe ; to-morrow 
he grudgeth unto his mouth tlffit 
which it fhould eat. Thus it is with 
him that knoweth not moderation. 

Who {hall fay to the camelion he 
is black, when the moment after the 
verdure of the grafs overfpreadeth 
him ? 

Who (hall fay of the inconftant he 
is joyful, when his next breath fhall 
'be fpent in fighing ? 1 What is the life of fuch a man, 

; but the phantom of a dream? in the 
morning, he rifeth happy; at noon, 
he is on the rack ; this hour, he is a 

.‘god; the next, below a worm: one 
moment he laugheth ; the next he 
weepeth : he now willeth ; in an in- 
ftant he willeth not; and in another 
he knoweth not whether he willeth 
or no. 5. Yet neither eafe nor pain have fix- 
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ed themfelves on him; neither is he 
waxed greater or become lefs ; nei- 
ther hath he had caufe for laughter, 
nor reafon for his forrow : therefore 
fhall none of them abide with him. 

The-happinefs of the inconftant is 
as a place built on the furface of the 
fand ; the blowing of the wind car- t 
rleth away its foundation; what won- - 
der then that it falleth ! 

But what exalted form is this, that 
hitherward directs its even, its un- 
interrupted courfe ? whofe foot is i 
on the earth, whofe head above the 
clouds ? 

On his brow fitteth majefty; flea- 
dinefs is in his port; and in his i 
heart reigneth tranquillity. 

Tho’ obftacles appear in the way,!, 
he deigneth not to look upon them; 
tho’ heaven and earth oppofe his paf- . 
fage, he proceedeth. 

The mountains fink beneath hisjii 
tread ; the waters of the ocean are j 
dried up under the foie of his foot. 
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The tyger throweth herfdf acrofs 

his way in vain; the Ipots of the leo- 
pard glow againft him unregarde 1. 

He marcheth through the embat- 
tled legions: with his hand he put- 
teth afide the terrors of death. 

Storms roar againft his llioulders, 
but are not able to ftiake them; the 
thunder burfteth over his head in 
vain ; the lightning ferveth but to 
(hew the glories of his countenance. 

His name is Refolution! he cometh 
from the utmoft part of the earth: he 
feeth Happinefs afar off before him : 
his eye difcovereth her temple beyond 
the limits of the Pole. 

He walketh up to it; he entereth 
boldly : and he remaineth there for 
ever. 

Eftablilh thy heart, O Man! in 
that which is right, and then know, 
the greateft of human praile is to be 
immutable. 

M 
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CHAP. III. 

Weakness. 

VAIN and ^inconftant as thou art, 
O child of imperfedlion ! how canft 
thou but be weak? is not inconftan- 
cy connected with frailty ? can there 
be vanity without infirmity ? Avoid 
the danger of the one, and thou fhalt 
efcape the mifchiefs of the other. 

Wherein art thou moft weak ? in 
that wherein thou feemeftmoft ftrong; 
in that wherein thou moft glorieft : 
even in pofleffing the things which 
thou haft; in ufing the good that is 
about thee. 

.Are not thy defires alfo frail ? or 
knoweft thou even what it is thou 
wouldeft with ? when thou haft ob- 
tained what moft thou foughteft af- 
ter, behold it contenteth thee not. 

Wherefore lofeth the pleafure that 
is before thee its relifh ? and why ap- 
peareth that which is yet to come the ' 
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fweeter ? becaufe thou art wearied 
with the good of this, becaufe thou 
knowefl not the evil of that which is 
not with thee. 

Know, that to be content is to be 
happy. 

Couldeft thou chufe for thyfelf; 
would thy Creator lay before thee all 
that thine heart could alk for; would 
happinefs then remain with thee ; 
or would joy dwell always in thy 
gates ? 

Alas! thy weaknefs forbiddeth it! 
thy infirmity declareth againfl it. 
Variety is to thee in the place of plea- 
fure; but that which permanently 
delighteth mull be permanent. 

When it is gone, thou repented the 
lofs of it: though while it was with 
thee thou defpifedfi; it. 

That which fucceedeth it, hath no 
more pkafure for thee ; and thou af- 
terwards quarreled with thyfelf for 
preferring it: behold the only cir- 

. cumftance in which thou erred not. 
.> Is.there any thing in which thy 

M 2 
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weaknefs appeareth more than in de- 
firing things ; it is in the poflefling, 
and in the uiing them. 

Good things ceafe to be good in 
our enjoyment of them: what Nature 
meant pure fweets, are lources of bit- 
terneis to us: from our delights arife 
pain: from our joys, forrow. 

Be moderate in the enjoyment, and 
it (hall remain in thy pofleflion : let 
thy joy be founded on reafon and to 
its end fhall forrow be a ftranger. 

The delights of love are ufhered in 
by hghs, and thev terminate in lan- 
guifhment and dejedlion: the object 
thou burnedft for naufeates with fa- 
tiecy; and no fooner hadfl: thou pof- 
felled it but thou wert weary of its 
prefence. 

Join efteem to thy admiration: u- 
nire friendlhip with thy love: fo (halt 
thou find, in the end, content fo ablo- 
lute, that it furpafleth raptures: tran- 
quillity more worth than ecftafy. 

God hath given thee no good with- 
out its admixture of evil j but he hath 
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given thee alfo the means of throw- 
ing off the evil from it. 

As joy is not without its allay of 
pain, fo neither is forrow without its 
portion of pleafure. Joy and grief, 
though unlike, are united: our own 
choice only can give them to us en- 
tire. 

Melancholy itfelf often giveth de- 
light: and the extremity of joy is. 
mingled with tears. 

The beft things in the hand of a 
fool may be turned to his deftru&ion ; 
and out of the worft the wife will 
find the means of good. 

So blendid is weaknefs in thy na- 
ture, O Man! that thou haft not 
ftreng^h either to be good or to be 
evil entirely : rejoice that thou canft 
not excel in evil: and let the good 
that is within thy reach content thee. 

The virtues are allotted to various 
ftations; feek not after impoflibilities, , 
nor grieve that thou canft not poflef* 
them all. 

M 3. 
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Wouldeft thou at once have the li- 

berality of the rich, and the content- 
ment of the poor? or fliould the wife 
of thy bofom be defpifed, becaufe Ihe 
fhejweth not the virtues of the widow? 

If thy father fink before thee in 
the divifions of thy country, can at 
once thy juftice deftroy him, and thy 
duty fave his life? 

If thou behold thy brother in the 
agonies of a flow death, is it not mer- 
cy to put a period to his life? and is 
it not alfo death to be his murderer ? 

Truth is but one; thy doubts are 
of thine own raifing: He who made 
virtues what they are, planted alfi> 
in thee a knowledge of their pre-emi- 
nence: adl as thy foul di dates to thee, 
and the end fliall be always right. 

C H A P. IV. 

Of the Insufficiency of Know- 
ledge. 

If there is any thing lovely ; if there 
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is any thing defirable ; if there is any 
thing within the reach of man that 
is worthy of praife, is it not know- 
ledge ? and yet who is it that attain- 
eth unto it ? 

The ftatefman proclaimed! that he 
hath it; the ruler of the people claim- 
ed! the praife of it; but findeth the 
fubjedl that he pofTefleth it? 

Evil is not requifite to man; nei- 
ther can vice be neceffary to be tol- 
erated: yet how many evils are per- 
mitted bythe connivance of the laws! 
how many crimes are committed by 
the decrees of the council! 

But be wife, O ruler! and learn, 
O thou that art to command the na- 
tions ! one crime authorifed by thee 
is worfe than the efcape of ten from 
punifhment. 

When thy people are numerous; 
when thy fons increafe about thy ta- 
ble, fendeft thou them not out to flay 
the innocent; and to fall before the 
fword of him whom they have not 
offended? r 
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If the objeft of thy defires demands 

eth the lives of a thoufand, fayed i 
thou not, I will have it ? Surely thou 
forgetteft, that he who created thee, i 
created alfo thefe; and that their I 
blood is as rich as thine* 

Sayeft thou that juftice cannot be i 
executed without wrong ? furely thine ! 
own words condemn thee. 

Thou who flattered withfalfe hopes i 
the criminal that he may confefs his 
guilt; art not thou unto him a crimi- 
nal? or is thy guilt the lefs, becaufe 
he cannot puniih it? 

When thou commanded to the tor- 
ture him who is but fufpe<5ted of ill; 
dared thou to remember, that thou 
mayed wrack the innocent. 

Is thy purpofe anfwered by the e-, 
vent? is thy foul fatisfied with his 
confeflion? Pam will enforce him to 
fay what is not, as eaflly as what is ; 
and Anguifh hath caufed Innocence 
to accufe herfelf. 

That thou mayed not kill him 
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without caufe, thou doft worfe than 
kill him ; that thou mayft prove if 
he be guilty, thou deftroyeil him 
innocent. 

O blindnefs to all truth! O infuf- 
ficiency of the wifdom of the wife! 
know, when thy Judge {ball bid thee 
account for this, thou fhalt wilh ten 
thoufand guilty to have gone free, 
rather than one innocent then to 
Hand forth againft thee. 

Infufficient as thou art to the main- 
tenance of Juftice, howlhalt thou ar- 
rive at the knowledge of Truth? how 
lhalt thou afcend to the foothep of 
her throne? 

As the owl is blinded by the radi- 
ance of the iiin, fo lhall the bright- 

im nefs of her countenance dazzle thee 
in thy approaches. 

If thou wouldeft mount up into 
- her throne, firil bow thyfelf at her 

; footftool: if thou wouldelt arrive at 
■ the knowledge of her, firft inform 

thyfelf of thine own ignorance. 
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More worth is fhe than pearls, i 

therefore feek her caref ully; theeme- \ 
raid, and the fapphire, and the ruby, i 
areas dirt beneath her feet; therefore 1 

purfue her manfully. 
The way to her is labour; Attention 

is the pilot that muft conduct thee 
into her port; but weary not in the i 
way; for when thou art arrived at her, 1 

the toil fhall be to thee for pleafure. 
Say not unto thyfelf, Behold truth 

breedeth hatred, and I will avoid it; 
diffimulation raifeth friends, and I 
will follow it: Are not the enemies 
made by truth better than the friends 
obtained by flattery? 

Naturally dothmandefire the truth, I 
yet when it is before him he will not 
apprehend it; and if it force itfeif | 
upon him, is he not oflended at it? ^ 

The' fault is not in truth, for that 
is amiable: but the weaknefs of man j 
beareth not its fplendor. 

Wouldeft thou fee thine infuffici- 
ency more plainly? view thyfelf at 
thy devotions: to*what end was re- I 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 143 
ligion inftituted, but to teach thee 
thine infirmities; to remind thee of 
thy weaknefs; to fhew thee that from 
Heaven alone thou art to hope for 
good. 

Doth it not remind thee that thou 
art dull ? doth it not tell thee that 
thou art afhes ? and behold repent- 
ance, is it not built on frailty? 

When thou giveft thy oath; when 
thou fweareft thou wilt not deceive ; 
behold it fpreadeth fhame upon thy 
face, and upon the face of him that 
receiveth it: learn to be juft, and re- 
pentance may be forgotten: learn to 
be honeft, and oaths are unneceflary. 

The fhorter follies are the better: 
fay ilot, therefore, to thyfelf, I will 
not play the fool by halves. 

He that heareth his own faults 
with patience, {hall reprove another 
with boldnef& 

He that giveth a denial with rea- 
fon,{hall fuffera repulfe with moder- 
ation. 

If thou art fufpe&ed, aofwer with 
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freedom: whom ihould fufpicion af- 
fright except the guilty ? 

The tender of heart is turned from 
his purpofe by fupplications; the 
proud is rendered more obftulate by 
intreaty: the fenfe of thine inliiffici- 
ency commandeth thee to hear ; but 
to be juft, thou muft hear without 
thy paflions. 

CHAP. V. 
Misery. 

FEEBLE and infuflieient as thou 
art, O Man \ in good; frail and in- 
conftant as thou art in pleafure; yet 
there is a thing in which thou art 
ftrong and undhaken: its name is 
Mifery. 

It is the chara&er of thy being: m 
the prerogative of thy nature: in thy 
breaft alone it refideth; without thee 
there is nothing of it: and behold 
what is its fource, but thine own pa£ 
fions ? 

He who gave thee thefe, gave thee 
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alfo reafon to fubdue them ; exert it, 
and thou fhalt trample them under 
thy feet. 

Thine entrance into the world, is 
it not fhameful ? thy deftru<5tion, is 
it not glorious ? Lo ! men adorn the 
inllruments of death with gold and 
gems, and wear them above their 
garments. 

He who begetteth a man hideth 
his face ; but he who killeth a thou- 
fand is honoured. 

Know thou, notwithftanding, that 
in this is error: cuflom cannot alter 
the nature of truth ; neither can the 
opinion of man deftroy juftice : the 
glory and the lhame are mifplaced. 

There is but one way for man to 
be produced: there are a thoufand 
by which he may be deftroyed. 

There is no praife or honour to 
him who giveth being to another ; 
but triumphs and empire are the re- 
wards of murder. 

Yet he who hath many children, 
hath as many bleffings ; and he who 

N 
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hath taken away the life of another, 
fhall not enjoy his own. 

While the favage curfeth the birth 
of his fori, and blefleth the death of 
his father j doth he not call himfelf 
a monfter ? 

Enough of evil is allotted unto 
man; but he maketh it more while 
he lamenteth it. 

The greateft of all human ills is 
forrow : too much of this thou art 
born unto ; add not unto it by thine 
own perverfenefs. 

Grief is natural to thee ; and is al- 
ways about thee: Pleafure is a Gran- 
ger, and vifiteth thee but by times : 
ufe well thy reafon, and Sorrow {hall 
be call: behind thee; be prudent, and 
the vifits of Joy fhali remain long 
with yhee. 

Every part of thy frame is capable 
ofJbiTOw, but few and narrow are 
the paths that lead to delight. 

Pleafures can be admitted onlyfim- 
pTy, but pains ndh in a thoufand at 
a time. 
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As the blaze of ftraw fadeth as 

foon as it is kindled ; fo pafleth a- 
way the brightnefs of joy, and thou 
knoweft not what is become of it. 

Sorrow is frequent; pleafure is 
rare; pain coin eth of itfelf j delight 
mull be purchafed ; grief is unmix- 
ed ; but joy wanteth not its allay of 
bitternefs. 

As the founded health is lefs per- 
ceived than the lighted malady, fo 
the highed joy touches us lefs deep 
then the fmalled forrow. 

We are in love with anguilh ; we 
often fly from pleafure ; when we 
purchafe it, cofleth it not more than 
it is worth ? 

Refledlion is the bufinefs of man: 
a fenfe of his date is his firfl duty : 
but who rememberethhimfelf in joy ? 
Is it not in mercy then that forrow 
is allotted unto us ■? 

Man forefeeth the evil that is to 
come : he remembereth it when it is 
pad; he confulereth not that the 
thoughtof affliction woundeth deeper 

N 2 
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than the affli&ion itfelf: think not 
of thy pain but when it is upon thee, 
andthou ftialt avoid what mod would 
hurt thee. 

He who weepeth before he needeth, 
weepeth more than he needeth : and 
why ? but that he loveth weeping. 

The dag w^eepeth not till the fpear 
is lifted up againd him; nor do the 
tears of the beaver fall till the hound 
is ready to feize him : man antici- 
pateth death by the apprehenfion of 
it; and the fear is greater mifery 
than the event itfelf. 

Be always prepared to give an ac- 
count of thine adlions ; and the bed 
death is that which is lead premedi- 
tated. 

CHAP. VI. 
OF JupGEMENT. 

TP HE greatedbcuntiesgiventoman 
are judgment and will: happy is he 
who mifapplieth them not. 

As the torrent that rolleth down 
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the mountains deftroyeth all that is 
borne away by it; fo doth common 
opinion overwhelm reafbn, in him 
who fubmitteth to it, without fay- 
ing, What is thy foundation ? 

See that what thou receiveft as 
truth be not the fhadow of it; what 
thou acknowledged: as convincing is 
often but plaulible: be firm ; be con- 
ftant; determine for thyfelf, fo {halt 
thou be anfwerable only for thine 
own weaknefs. 

Say not that the event proveth the 
wif iom of thea<5lion; remember man 
is not above the reach of accidents. 

Condemn not the judgment of a- 
nother, becaufeit differeth from thine 
own ? may not even both be in an 
error ? 

When thou efteemeft a man for 
his titles, and contemned: the ftranger 
becaufe he wanteth them, judged: 
thou not of the camel by his bri- 
dle ? 

Think not thou art avenged of 
N 3 
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thine enemy when thou flayeft him : 
thou putteft him beyond thy reach ; 
thou giveft him quiet; and thou ta- 
kefl: from thyfelf all means of hurt- 
ing him. 

Was thy mother incontinent, and 
grieveth it thee to be told of it ? is 
frailty in thy wife, and art thou pain- 
ed at the reproach of it ? he who de- 
fpifeth thee for it condemneth him- 
felf: art thou anfwerable for the vices 
of another ? 

Difregard not a jewel becaufe thou 
poflefleft it; neither inhance thou the 
value of a thing becaufe it is ano- 
ther’s : poffeflion to the wife addeth 
to the price of it. 

Honour not thy wife the lefs be- 
caufe fhe is in thy power; and de- 
fpife him chat hath faid, Wouldft 
thou love her lefs? marry her ! What 
hath put her into thy power, but her 
confidence in thy virtue? fhould thou 
love her lefs for being more obliged 
to her ? 

If thou wert juft in thy courtlhip 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 151 
of her, though thou negledteft her 
while thou haft her, yet (hall her lofs 
be bitter to thy foul. 

He who thinketh another beft on- 
ly becaufe he poflefleth her ; if he be 
not wifer than thee, at leaft he is 
more happy. 

Weigh not the lofs thy friend hath 
fuffered by the tears he fheddeth for 
it; the greateft griefs are above thefe 
expreftions of them. 

Efteem not an aclion becaufe it is 
done with noife and pomp : the no- 
bleft foul is that which doth great 
things, and is not moved in the do- 
ing them. 

Fame aftonifheth the ear of him 
who heareth it; but tranquillity re- 
joiceth the heart that is poffelTed of 
it. 

Attribute not the good a&lons of 
another to bad caufes; thou canft not 
know his heart; but the world will 
know by this that thine is full of 
envy. 

There is not in hypocrify more 
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vice than folly : to be honeft is as 
eafy as to feem fo. 

Be more ready to acknowledge a 
benefit than to revenge an injury ; 
fo {halt thou have more benefits than 
injuries done unto thee. 

Be more ready to love than to hate; 
fo fhalt thou be loved by more than 
hate thee. 

Be willing to commend, and be 
flow to cenfure; fo fhall praif'e be 
upon thy virtues, and the eye of En- 
mity fhall be blind to thy imperfec- 
tions. , 

When thoudoft good, do itbecaufe 
it is good ; not becaufe men efteem 
it: when thou avoideft evil, fly it be- 
caufe it is evil ; not becaufe men fpeak 
againft it: be honeft for love of ho- 
nefty, and thou fhalt be uniformly 
fo : he that doth it without princi- 
ple is wavering. 

Wifh rather to be reproved by the 
wife, than to be applauded by him 
who hath no underftanding : when 
they tell theestf a fault, theyfuppofe 
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thou eanft improve; the other, when 
he praifeth thee, thinketh thee like 
unto himfelf. 

Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified, left he who know- 
eth more of it defpife thee. 

Inftrinft not another in that where- 
in thyfelf art ignorant: when he fee- 
eth it, he will upbraid thee. 

Expedl not a friendfhip with him 
who hath injured thee : he who luf- 
fereth the wrong may forgive it; but 
he who doeth it never will be well 
with him. 

Lay not too great obligations on 
him thou wifheft thy friend; behold 
the fenfeof them will drive them from 
thee: a little benefit alienateth friend- 
fhip, a great one maketh an enemy. 

Neverthelefs, ingratitude is not in 
the nature of man ; neither is^his an* 
ger irreconcilable : he hateth to be 
put in mind of a debt he cannot pay; 
he is alhamed in the prefence of him 
whom he hath injured. 

Repine not at the good of a ftran- 
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ger ; neither rejoice thou in the evil 
that befalleth thine enemy. Wifheft 
thou that others fhould do this by 
thee ? 

Wouldefl thou enjoy the good-will 
of ail men, let thine own benevolence 
be univerfal. If thou obtaineft it not 
by tills, no other means could g ve 
it thee : and know, though thou haft 
it not, thou haft the greater pleafure 
of having merited it. 

CHAP. vir. 

Presumption. 

Pride and meannefs fe?m incom- 
patible ; but man reconedeth contra- 
rieties : he is at once the mod mifer- 
able and the moftarrogant of all crea- 
tures. 

Prefumption is the bane of reafon; 
it is the nurfe of error; yet is it con- 
genial with reafon in us. 

Who is there that judgeth not ei- 
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ther too highly of himfelf, or think- 
eth too meanly of others ? 

Our Creator himfelf efcapeth not 
our prefumption : how then fhall we 
be fafe from one another ? 

What is the origin of fuperftirion ? 
and whence arifeth falfe worlhip ? 
from our prefuming to reafon about 
what is above our reach ; to compre- 
hend what is incomprehenfiMe. 

Limited and weak as our under- 
ftandings are, we employ not even 
their little forces as we ought: we 
foar not high enough in our ap- 

proaches to God’s greatnefs; we give 
not wing enough to our ideas, when 
we enter into the adoration of Divi- 
nity. 

Man who fears to breathe a whif- 
per againft his earthly fbvereign, 
trembles not to arraign the difpenfa- 
tions of his God : he forgetteth his 
majefty, and re-judgeth his judge- 

>ments. 
He who dareth not repeat the name 

of his Prince without honour, yet 



iS6 THE ECONOMY 
bluiheth not to call that of his Crea- 
tor to be witnefs to a lie: 

He who would hear the fentence of 
the magiflrate with filence, yet dareth 
to plead with the Eternal; he attempt- 
eth to foothe him with intreaties ; to 
flatter him with promifes ; to agree 
with him upon conditions ; nay, to 
brave and murmur at him if his re- 
quefl; is not granted. 

Why art thou unpunilhed, O Man, 
in thy impiety, but that this is not 
the day of retribution ? 

Be not like unto thofe who fight 
with the thunder, nor dare thou to 
deny thy Creator thy prayers becaufe 
he chaflifeth thee : thy madnefs is 
on thine own head in this ; thy im- 
piety hurteth no one but thyfelf. 

Why boafteth Man that he is the 
favourite of his Maker, yet neglec- 
teth to pay his thanks, his adorations 
for it ? how fuiteth fuch a life with 
a belief fo haughty ? 

Man, who is truly but a mote in 
the wide expanfe, believeth the whole 
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earth and heaven created for him: he 
thinketh the whole frame of nature 
hath intereft in his well- being. 

As the fool, while the images trem- 
ble on the bofom of the water, think- 
eth that trees, towns, and the wide 
horizon are dancing to do him plea- 
fure; fo Man, while Nature performs 
her deftined courfe, believes that all 
her emotions are but to entertain his 
eye. 

While he courts the rays of the 
fun to warm him, he liippofeth it 
made only to be of ufe to him; while 
he traceth the moon in her nightly 
path, he believeth Ihe was created to 
do him pleafure. 

Fool to thine own pride, be hum- 
ble ! know thou art not the caufe why 
the world holdeth its courfe: for thee 
are not made the viciflitudes of fum- 
mer and winter. 

No change would follow if thy 
■whole race exifted not: thou art but 
one among millions that are blelfed 
in it. 

O 
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Exalt not thyfelf to the heavens, 

for, lo, the angels are above thee; 
nor difdain thy fellow inhabitants of 
the earth, for that they are beneath 
thee: are they not the work of the 
fame hand ? 

Thou who art happy by the mer- 
cy of thy Creator, how darelt thou in 
wantonnefs put others of his creatures 
to torture ? beware that it return not 
upon thee. 

Serve they not all the fame univer- 
fal Mafler with thee? hath he not 
appointed unto each its laws? hath 
he not care of their prefervation? and 
da reft thou to refringe it ? 

Set not thy judgment above that 
of all the earth; neither condemn as 
falfehoodwhatagreeth not with thine 
own apprehenlion. Who gave thee 
the power of determining for others? 
or who took fromthe world the right 
of choice ? 

How many things have been re- 
jedted which now are received as 
truths? how many now received as 
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truths fhall in their turn be defpiied? 
of what then can man be certain? 

Do the good that thou knoweft, 
and happinefs {hall be unto thee: 
virtue is more thy bulinefs here than 
wifdom. 

Truth and faTehood,have they not 
the fame appearance in what we 
underftand not ? what then but our 
prefumption can determine between 
them? 

We eaiily believe what is above our 
comprehenfion; or we are proud to 
pretend it, that it may appear we 
underftand it: is not this folly and 
arrogance? 

Who is it that affirms moft boldly? 
who is it that holds his opinion moft 
obftinately? even he who hath moft 
ignorance: for he alfo hath moft 
pride. 

Every man when he layeth hold of 
an opinion defireth to remain in it; 
but moft of all he who hath moft pre- 
fumption ; he contenteth not him- 
felf to betray his own foul into it, 
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but he will impofe it on others to 
believe in it alfo. 

Say not that truth is eftablifhed by 
years, or that in a multitude of belie- 
vers there is certainty. 

One human propofition hath as 
much authority as another, if reafon 
xnaketh not the difference. 
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O F T H E 

AFFECTION 
O F 

M A N, 

•WHICH ARE 
Hurtful to Himself and Others. 

CHAP. I. 
Covetousness. 

Riches are not worthy a ftrong 
attention ; therefore an earneft care 
of obtaining them is unjuftifiable. 

The defire of what man calletli 
good, the joy he taketh in polTefling 
it, is grounded only in opinion: take 
not up that from the vulgar; examine 

° 3 
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the worth of things thyfelf,and thou 
flialt not be covetous. 

An immoderate defire of riches is 
poifon lodged in the foul: it contami- 
nates and deftroys every thing that 
was good in it; it is no fooner root- 
ed there, than all virtue, all honefty, 
all natural affedlion fly before the 
face of it. 

The covetous would fell his child- ? 

ren for gold : his parent might die 
ere he would open his coffer : nay, 
he confidereth not himfelf in refpetft 
of it: in the fearch of happinefs he 
maketh himfelf unhappy. 

As the man who felleth his houfe 
to purchafe ornaments for the embel- 
lifhment of it; even fo is he who 
giveth up peace in the fearch of rich- : 
es, in hope he may be happy in en- 
joying them. 

Where covetoufnefs reigneth, know 
that the foul is poor. Whofo account- 
eth not riches the principal good of 
man, will not throw away all other 
goods in the purfuit of them. 
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Whofo feareth not poverty as the 

greatefl evil of his nature, will not 
purchafe to himfelf all other evils in 
the avoiding of it. 

Thou fool, is not virtue more worth 
than riches? is not guilt more bafe 
than poverty ? enough for his nece£* 
fities is in the power ot every man: 
be content with it, and thy happinefs 
fhall fmile at the forrows of him who 
heapeth up more. 

Nature hath hid gold beneath the 
earth, as unworthy to be feen; filver 
hath {he placed where thou trampled 
it under thy feet: meaneth fhe not 
by this to inform thee, that gold is 
not worthy thy regard? that filver is 
beneath thy notice ? 

Covetoufnefs burieth under the 
ground millions of wretches : thefe 
dig for their hard mafiers what re- 
turneth the injury; what maketh 
them moremiferable than theirflaves. 

The earth is barren of good things 
where {he hoarder h uptreafure: where 
gold L in her bowels, there no herb 
groweth. 



164 THE ECONOMY 
As the horfe findeth not there his 

grafs, nor the mule his provender; 
as the fields of corn laugh noton the 
fides of the hills ; as the o-ive ho^d- 
eth not forth there her fruits, nor the 
vine her clullers ; even fo no good 
dwelkth in the bread: of him whole 
hea! t broodeth over his treafure- 

Riches are fervants to the wife ; 
bur they are tyrants over the foul of 
the fool. 

The covetous ferveth his gold; it 
ferveth not him: he pofleffeth his 
wealth as the lick, doth a fever: it 
burneth and tortureth him, and will 
nor^piit him unto death. 

Hath not gold deflroyed the virtue 
of millions ? did it ever add to the 
goodnefs of any ? 

Is it not mofl abundant with the 
worft of men? wherefore then fheuld ft 
thou defire to be diftinguifhed by pofr 
fefTing it ? 

Have not the wifeflbeen thofe who 
have had leaft of it ? and is not wdfr 
dom happinefs ? 
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Have not the worft of rhy fpectes 

poff;iTed the greateft portions of it ? 
and hath not their end been mifer- 
ab]e? 

Poverty wanteth many things, but 
covetoufnefs denieth itfelf all. 

The covetous can be good to no 
man; but he is to none fo cruel as to 
himfelf. 

Be induftrious to procure gold j 
and be generous in the difpofal of it: 

j man never is fo happy as when he 
giveth happinefs unto another. 

CHAP. II. i 
Profusion. 

Ip there be a vice greater than the 
hoarding up of riches, it is the em~ 
ploying them‘to ufelefs purpofes. 

He that prodigally lavifheth that 
: which he hath to fpare, robbeth the 
s poor of what Nature giveth him a 

right unto. 
it He whofquandereth away his trea- 
i 
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fure, refufeth the means to do good: 
he denieth himfelf the pradhce of 
virtues whofereward is in their hand; 
whole end is no other than his own 
happinefs. 

It is more difficult to be well with 
riches, than to be at eafe under the 
want of them : man governeth him- 
felf much eafier in poverty, than in 
abundance. 

Poverty requireth but one virtue, 
patience to fupport it: the rich, if he 
have not charity, temperance, pru- 
dence, and many more, is guilty. 

The poor hath only the good of 
his-own Hate committed unto him ; 
the rich is intruded with the welfare 
of rhoufands. 

He that give*th away his treafyre 
wifely, giveth away hi^ plagues. He 
that retaineth their increafe, heapeth 
up for rows. 

Refufe not unto the ftranger that 
which he wanteth ; deny not unto 
thy brother that which thou wanted 
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Know their is more delight in 

being without what thou haft given, 
than in poftefting millions which thou 
knoweft not the ufe of. 

C H A P. III. 

Revenge. 
The root of rev*enge is in the 
we iknefs of the foul! the moft abje<ft 
and timorous are the moft addicted 
to it. 

Who torture thofe they hate, but 
cowards ? Who murder thofe they 
rob, but women? 

The feeding an injury muft be pre- 
vious to the revenging it ; but the 
noble mind difdaineth to fay it hurts 
me. 

If the injury is not below thy no- 
tice, he that doth it unto thee, in that 
maketh himfelf fo : wouldft thou en- 
ter the lifts with thine inferior ? 

Difdain the man who attempted! 
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to wrong thee: contemn him who 
would give thee difquiet. 

In this thou not only prefervefl 
thine own peace, but thou inflidtefl 
all the punifhment of revenge, with- 
out Hooping to employ it again!! him. 

As the temped: and the thunder af- 
fe<5t not the fun or the ftars, but fpend 
their fury on Hones and trees below; 
fo injuries afcend not to the fouls 
of the great, but waHe themfelves on 
fuch as are thofe who offer them. 

Poornefs of fpirit will adluate re- 
venge ; greatnefs of foul defpifeth the 
offence ; nay, it doth good unto him 
who intended to have diHurbed it. 

Why feekeH thou vengeance, O 
Man ?'with what purpofe is it that 
thou purfueH it? thinkeH thou to 
pain thine adverfary by it? know, 
that thyfelf feeleH its'greateH tor- 
ment. 

Revenge gnaweth the heart of him 
who is infe&ed with it; while he a- 
gainH whom it is intended remain- 
eth eafy. 
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It is unjuft in the anguifli it in- 

fli&s ; therefore Nature intended it 
not for thee : needeth he who is in- 
jured, more pain ? or ought he to add 
force to the affliction which another 
hath ^aft upon him ? 

The man who meditateth revenge 
is not content with the mifchief he 
hath received. He addeth to his an- 
guifh the punifhment due unto ano- 
ther ; while he whom he feeketh to 
hurt goeth his way laughing : he ma- 
keth himfelf merry at this addition 
to his mifery. 

Revenge is painful in the intent; 
and it is dangerous in the execution: 
feldom doth the axe fall where he who 
lifteth it up intended ; and lo ! he re- 
membereth not that it muft recoil a- 
gainft him. 

Whilft the revengeful feeketh his 
enemy’s hurt, he of entimes procu- 
reth his own deftrudhon : while he 
aimeth at one of the eyes of his adver- 
farv, lo, he putteth out both his own. 

If he attain not his end, he lament-. 
P 
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eth it: if he fucceed, he repenteth of 
it. The fear of juftice taketh away 
the peace of his own foul; the care 
to hide him from it deflroyeth that 
of his friend. 

Can the death of thine adverfary 
fatiate thy hatred ? can the fetting 
him at reft reftore thy peace ? 

Wouldft thou make him forry for 
the offence, conquer him, and fpare 
him : in death he owneth not thy fu- 
periority ; nor feeleth he more the 
power of thy wrath. 

In revenge there fhould be a tri- 
umph of the avenger : and he who 
hath injured him Ihould feel his dif. 
pleafure ; he fhould fuffer pain from 
it, and fttouid repent him of the caufe. 

This is the revenge infpired from 
anger; but that which maketh the 
greateft, is contempt. 

Murder for an injury arifeth only 
from cowardice : he wi o infliclcth 
it, feareth that the enemy may live, 
and avenge himfelf. 

Death endeth the quarrel ; but it 
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reftoreth not the reputation : killing ' 
is an a<5t of caution, not of courage : 
it is fafe, but it is not honourable. 

There is nothing fo eafy as to re- 
venge an offence ; but nothing is fo 
honourable as to pardon it. 

The greateft vhflory man can ob- 
tain is over himfelf: he that difdain- 
eth to feel an injury, retorteth it up- 
on him who offered it. 

When thou meditateft revenge, thou 
ccnfeffefl that thou feeleft the wrong: 
when thou complainefl, thou acknow- 
ledgeft thyfelf hurt by it: meaneft 
thou to add this triumph to the pride 
of thine enemy ? 

That cannot be an injury which is 
not felt: how then can he who def- 
pifeth it revenge it ? 

If thou think it difhonourable to 
bear an offence, more is in thy power; 
thou mayefl conquer it. 

Good offices will make a man a- 
fhamed to be thine enemy. Great- 
nefs of foul will terrify him from the 
thought of hurting thee. 

P 2 
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The greater the wrong, the more 

glory is in pardoning it, and by how 
much more juftifiable would be re- 
venge, by fo much the more honour 
is in clemency. 

Haft thou a right to be judge in 
thine own caufe? to be a party in the 
act, and yet to pronounce fentence 
on it ? before thou condemneft, let 
another fay it is juft. 

The revengeiul is feared, and there- 
fore he is hated ; but he that is en- 
dowed with clemency is adored. The 
praife of his atftions remaineth for 
ever j and the love of the world at- 
tendeth him. 

CHAP. IV. 

Cruelty, Hatred, and Envy. 

Revenge is deteftable: what then 
is cruelty ? lo ! it pofTefleth the mif- 
chief of the other, but it wanteth 
even the pretence of its provocations. 
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Men difown it as not of their na- 

ture : they are afhamed of it as a ftran- 
ger to their hearts ; do they not call 
it inhumanity ? 

Whence then is her origin ? unto 
what that is human oweth fhe her 
exiflence ? her father is Fear, and be- 
hold Difmay, is it not her mother ? 

The hero lifteth his fword againfl 
the enemy that relifteth; but nofoon- 
er doth he fubmit, than he is latisfi- 
ed. 

It is not in honour to trample on 
the objedl that feareth: it is not in 
virtue to infult what is beneath it: 
fubdue the infolent, and fpare the 
humble, and thou art at the height 
of victory. 

He who wanteth virtue to arrive 
at this end; he who hath not courage 
to afcend thus into it; lo ! he fuppli- 
eth the place of conqueft by murder, 
of fovereignty by daughter. 

He who feareth all, llriketh at all: 
wrhy are tyrants cruel, but becaufe 
they live in terror ? 

P 3 
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The cor will teat the carcafe, tho’ 

he dare not look it in the face while 
living : the hound that hunteth it 
to the death, mangleth it not after- 
wards. 

Civil wars are the moft bloody, be* 
caufe thofe who fight them are cow- 
ards. Confpirators are murderers* 
becaufe in death there is filence: is it 
not Fear that telleth them they may 
be betrayed ? 

That thou mayeft not be cruel, fee 
thyfe’f too high for hatred: that thou 
mat eft not be inhuman, place thyfelf 
above the reach of envy. 

Every man may be viewed in two 
lights: in one he will be troublefome, 
in the other lefs offenfive: chufe to- 
fee him in that in which he leaft 
hurteth thee ; then ihaltnct thou do 
hurt unto him. 

What-is there that a man may not 
turn unto his good j in that which, 
offendeth us moft, there is more 
ground foy complaint than hatred. 
Man would be reconciled to him of 
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whom he compiaineth: what mur- 
dereth he, but what he hateth ? 

If thou art prevented of a benefit, 
fly not into rage : the lofs of thy rear 
fon is the want of a greater. 

Becaufe thou art robbed of thy 
cloke, wouldft thou ftrip thyfelf of 
thy coat alfo ? 

When thou envieft the man who 
poflefleth honours ; when his titles 
and his greatnefs raife thy indigna- 
tion; feek to know whence they came 
unto him; inquire by what means he 
was poflefled of them, and thine en- 
mity will be turned into pity. 

If the fame fortune were offered 
unto thee at the fame price, be allu- 
red, if thou wert wife thou wouldft 
refufe if. 

What is the pay for titles but flat- 
tery? how doth man purchafe power 
but by being a flave to him who 
giveth it ? 

Would thou lofe thine own liberty 
to be able to take away that of ano- 
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ther ? or canft thou envy him who 
doth fo ? 

Man purchafeth nothing of his 
fuperiors but for a price, and that 
price, is it not more than the value ? 
wouldft thou pervert the cufloms of 
the world ? wouldft thou have the 
purchafe and the price alfo ? 

As thou canft not envy what thou 
wouldft not accept, difdain this caufe 
of hatred ; and drive from thy foul 
this occafion of the parent of cruelty. 

If thou poflefteft honour, canft thou 
envy that which is obtained at the 
expence of it ? if thou knoweft the 
value of virtue, pitieft thou notthofe 
who have bartered it fo meanly ? 

When thou haft taught thyfelf to 
bear the feeming good of men with- 
out repining, thou wilt hear of their 
real happinefs with pleafure. 

If thou fteft good things fall to 
one who deferved them, thou wilt 
rejoice in it: for virtue is happy in 
the profperity of the virtuous. 

He who rejoiceth in the happi- 
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nefs of another, increafeth by it his 
own. 

CHAP. V. 

Heaviness of Heart. 
T HE foul of the chearful forceth a 
fmile from the face of affliction ; but 
the defpondence of the fad deaden- 
eth even the brightnefs of Joy. 

What is the fourceof Sadnefs, but 
a feeblenefs of the foul ? what giveth 
it power, but the want of fpirit ? roufe 
thyfelf to the combat, and fhe quit- 
teth the field before thou ftrikeft. 

She is an enemy to thy race ; there- 
fore drive her from thy heart; fhe poi- 
foneth the fweets of thy life ; there- 
fore fuffer her not to enter thy dwel- 
ling. 

She raifeth the lofs of a flraw to 
the deflruCIion of thy fortune; while 
fhe vexeth thy foul about trifles, fhe 
robbeth thee of thine attention to the 
things of confequence; behold, ihe 
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but prophefieth what fhe feemeth to 
relate unto thee. 

She fpreadeth drowfinefs as a vail 
over thy virtues : fhe hideth them 
from thofe who would honour thee 
on beholding them : flie entangleth 
and keepeth them down, while {he 
maketh it moft neceffary for thee to 
exert them. 

Lo ! fhe opprefTeth thee with evil; 
and fhe tieth down thine hands, when 
they would throw the load from off 
thee. 

If thou wouldft avoid what isbafe ; 
if thou wouldft dildain what is co w- 
ardly ; if thou wouldfl drive from 
thy heart what is unjuft, fuffer not 
Sadnefs to lay hold upon it. 

Suffer it not to cover itfelf with 
the face of piety : let it not deceive 
thee with a fhow of wifdom. Reli- 
gion payeth honour to thy Maker ; 
let it not be clouded with melancho- 
ly : Wifdom maketh thee happy: 
know then that forrow is to her looks 
a flranger. 
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For w)iat fhould man be forrow- 

ful, but for afflictions ? why fhould 
his Heartgiveup joy, when the caufes 
of it are not removed from him ? is 
not this being miferable for the fake 
of mifery ? 

As the mourner who looketh fad, 
becaufe he is hired to do fo ; who 
weepeth, becaufe his tears are paid 
fory-fueh is the man who fuffereth 
his heart to be fad, not becaule he 
fuffereth aught, but becaufe he is 
gloomy. 

It is not the occafion that produ- 
ceth the forrow : for behold the fame 
thing fhall be to another rejoicing. 

Afk men if their fadnefs maketh 
things the better, and themfelves will 
coafefs to thee that it is folly ; nay, 
they will pra fe him who beareth his 
ills with patience, who maketh head 
againft misfortune with courage. 
Apnlaufe fhould be followed by imi- 
tation. 

Sadne'fs is againfl Nature, for it 
troubleth her motions ; lo ! it render- 
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eth diftafteful whatfoever flie hath 
made amiable. 

As the oak falleth before the tem- 
peft, and raifeth not its head again; 
fo boweth the heart of man to the 
force of fadnefs, and fo turneth it 
unto its flrength no more. 

As the fnow melteth upon the 
mountains from the rain that trick- 
leth down their hides, even fo is beau- 
ty wafhed from off the cheeks by 
tears : and. neither the one nor the 
other returneth again for ever. 

As the pearl is diflblved by the vi- 
negar, which feemeth at firll only to 
obfcure its furface ; fo is thy happh- 
nels, O Man ! fwallowed up by hea- 
vinefs of heart, tho’ at firft it feem- 
eth only to cover it with its fhadow. 

Behold Sadnefs in the public ftreets: 
caft thine eye upon her in the places 
of refort: doth any look upon her ? 
avoideth fhe not every one? and doth 
not every one fly from her prefence ? 

See how fhe droopeth her head, like 
the flower whofe root is cut afunder: 
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lee how Ihe fixeth her eves upon 
earth: fee how they ferve her :o no 
purpofe but for weeping. 

Is there in her mouth difeourfe ? 
Is there in her heart the love ; f iocie- 
ty ? Is there in her foul reafon ? alk 
her the caufe, and Hie knoweth it 
not: inquire the oecafion, and behold 
there is none. 

Yet doth her flrength fail her: lo ! 
at length (he linketh into the grave; 
and no one fayeth, What is become 
of her ? 

Haft thou underftand'ng, and feeft 
thou not this? ha t th m pi:ty, a id 
perceiveft thou not th'ne er ror ? 

God created thee in mercy: had he 
not intended thee to be happy, his 
beneficence would not have called 
thee into exiftence: hew dareft thou 
then to fly in the face of tds M jefty ? 

While thou art molt happy with 
innocence, thou doeft him moll: ho- 
nour: and what is thy difeontent, 
bur murmuring againfl him ? 

Created he not all things liable to 
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changes ? and direft thou to weep at 
their changing ? 

If we know the law of Nature, 
wherefore do we complain of it ? if 
we are ignorant of it, what fhould we 
accufe but our blindnefs, to what 
every moment giveth us proof of? 

Know, that it is not thou that art 
to give laws to the world: thy part 
is to fubmit to them as thou findeft 
them : if they diftrefs thee, thy la- 
menting it but addeth to thy tor- 
ment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences, 
nor fuppofe that forrow healeth mif- 

((fortune : it is a poifon under the co- 
lour of remedy : while it pretendeth 
to draw the arrow from thy bread:, 
lo, it plungeth it into thine heart. 

While fadnefs feparateth thee from 
fhv friends, doth it not fay thou art 
unfit for converfation? while it driv- 
erh thee into corners, doth it not pro- 
claim that it is alhamed of itfelf ? 

It is not in thy nature to meet the 
arrows of ill fortune unhurt j nor 
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doth Reafon require it of thee : it is 
thy duty to bear misfortune like a 
man ; but thou mult firil alfo feel it 
like one. 

Tears may drop from thine eyes, 
though virtue falieth not from thine 
heart: be thou careful only thatth re 
is caufe, and that they flow not too 
abundantly. 

The greamefs of the evil :s not to 
her ckoned from the number of tears 
fhed for it: the great eft grieft are a- 
bove th fe teftimonies, as the great- 
eft joys are beyond utterance. 

What is there tnat weakeneth the 
f ul like grief? what deprefleth k like 
fadnefs ? 

Is the forrowful prepared for noble 
enterptifes ? or armeth he himfeif in 
the caufe of virtue ? 

Subjetft not thyfelf to ills, wherejj 
there are in return no advantages 
neither farrifice thou the means of 
good unto that which is in itfelf an 
evil. 





BOOK FOURTH. 

*■ >**■-» *--*■*--**- 
O F T H E 

ADVANTAGES 

M A N 

MAY ACQ.UIRE OVER HIS 

J, F E L L O W-C R E A T U R E S.. 

CHAP. I. 

m virtue. 
The favour of Princes may be 

bought by vices; rank and titles 
may be purchafed for money : but 
thefe are not true honour. 

Crimes cannot exalt the man who j 

Nobility and Honour. 
Nobility re/ideth not but in the 

0.3. 
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commits.tbem to real glory; neither | 
can gold make men noble. 

When titles are the reward of vir- ;j 
tue ; when he is fet on high who hath 
ferved his country; he who bellow- I 
eth the honours hath glory, like as j 
he who i eceiveth them, and the world j 

. is benefit d by it. 
Wouldll thouwifh to be railed for 

men know not what ? wouldll thou 
that they Ihould fiiy, Why is this ? 

When the virtues of the hero de- 1 

fcend to his children, his titles ac- 
company them wdl: but when he 11 who polfelTeth them is unlike to him j 
who defei veth them, lo! do they not ^ 
call him Regenerate ? 

Heredit ry honour is accounted i 
the moll noble; but Reafon fpeaketh | 
in the caufe of him who hath accjui- j 
red it. 

He-who, meritlefs himfelf, appeal- 
eth to the aflions of his ancellors for 
his greatnefs, is like the thief who 
claimeth prote^lion by flying to the 
Fagod. 
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What good is it to the blind, that 

his parents could fee ? what benefit 
is it to the dumb, that his grand- 
father was eloquent? even fo, what 
is it to the mean, that their predecef- 
fors were noble? 

A mind difpofed to-virtue maketh 
great the poflefTor of it; and with- 
out titles it will raife him above the 
vulgar. 

He will acquire honour while o- 
thers receive it; and will he not fay 
unto them, Such were the men whom 
you glory in being derived from. 

As the fhadow waiteth on the fub- 
flance, even fo true honour attendeth 
"upon virtue. 

Say not that Honour is the child of 
Boldnefs, nor believe thou that the ha- 
zard of life alone can pay the price of 
it: it is not to the a&ion that it is due, 
but to the manner of performing it. 

All are not called to the guiding the 
helm of State ; neither are their arm- 
ies to be commanded by every one 5 
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do well in that which is committed 
to thy charge, and praife fhall remain 
upon thee. 

Say not that difficulties are neae£- 
fary to be conquered, or that labour 
and danger muft be in the way to 
renown: the woman who is chafte, 
is fhe not praifed ? the man who is 
honed, deferveth he not to be ho- 
noured ? 

The third of fame is violent j the i 
defire of honour is powerful; and he | 
who gave them to us, gave them for ; 
great purpofes. 

When defperate aedions are necef- | 
fary to the public ; when our lives 
are to be expoied for the good of our. 
country; what can add force to vir- 
tue, but ambition? 

Is it not the receiving honour that 
delighteth the noble mind? its pride 
is the deferving it. 

Is it not better men ffiould fay, 
Why hath not this man a datue ? 
than that they fliould adt, why he 
hath one? 
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The ambitious will always be firft 

in the croud; he preffeth forward, 
he looketh not behind him; more 
anguiih is it to his foul to fee one be- 

j fore him, than joy to leave thoufands 
: at a diflance. 

The root of ambition is in every 
s' man; but it rifeth not in all: fear 

keepeth it down in fome, in many it 
is fupprefled by mociefty. 

It is the inner-garment of the foul; 
the firft thing put on by it with the 
flefli, and the laid it layeth down at 
its feparation from it. 

It is an honour to thy nature when 
■ worthily employed: when thou di- 

re&eft it to wrong purpofes, it fha- 
j meth and deftroyeth thee. 
I In the breaft of the traitor ambb- 
! tion is covered: Hypocrify hideth his 
- face under her mantle, and cool dif- 

fimulation fnrnifheth it with fmooth 
words: but in the end men lhall fee 
what it is. 

The ferpent lofeth not his fhng 
though benumbed with the froftj 
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the tooth of the viper is not broken, 
though the cold clofeth his mouth: 
take pity on his date, and he will 
fhew thee his fpii it: warm 1 im in 
thy bofom, and he will requite thee 
with tieath. 

He thatis truly virtuous loveth Vir- 
tue for herfelf; he difdaineth the ap- 
plaufe which Ambition aimeth aft *r. ( 

How pitiab'e were the ftate of Vir- 
tue, if ihe co fid not be happy but 
from another’s praife! Ihe is too no- j 
ble to lef k recompence, and no more 
will, than can be rewarded. 

The higher the fun anfeth, the 
lefs fhadow doth he irnke ; even fo, 
the greater is the virtue, the lefs doth 
it covet praife; yet cannot it avoid 
its reward in ho ours. 

Glory, like a fhadow, fbeth him 
who purfueth it; but it tolloweth at 
the heels of him who would fly from 
it: if thou courtefl it without merit, 
thou fhalt never attain unto it; if 
thou deferveftir, tho’thou hidefl thy- 
felf, it will never forfake thee. 
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Purfue that which is honourable, 

do that which is right, and the ap- 
plaufe of thine own conlcunce will 
be more joy to thee than the (hours 
of millions who know not that thou 
deferveft them. 

CHAP. II. 

Science and Learning. 

! The nobleft employment of the 
\ mind of man, is the ftudy of the 
i works of his Creator. 

To him whomthe fcience of nature 
delighteth, every objedl bringeth a 

( proof of his God ; every thing that 
| proveth it, giveth caufe of adoration. 
!His mind is lifted up to heaven 

every moment: his life is one con- 
tinued adl of devotion. 

Calleth he his eye towards the 
clouds, findeth he not the heavens 
full o^ his wonder^ ? lo keth he down 
to the earth, doth not the worm pro- 
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claim to him, Lefs than Omnipotence 
could not have formed me? 

While the planets perform their 1 
courfes; while the fun remaineth in 1 
his place; while the comet wander- 
eth thro’ the liquid air, and return- ‘ 
eth to its deftined road again; who ! 

but thy God, O Man! could have 
formed them? what bur infinite Wif- 
dom could have appoimedthem their 
laws ? 

Behold how awful their fplendour! 
yet do they not diminifh! lo, how 
rapid their motions! yet one runneth i 
not in the way of another! 

Look down upon the earth, and 
fee her produce: examine her bowels, j 
and behold what they contain; hath 
not wifdom and power ordained the 
whole ? 

Who biddeth the grafs to fprmg 
up? who watereth it at its due fea- 1 
fons? behold the ox croppeth it ; the 
horfe and the fheep, feed they not 
upon it ? who is He that provideth 
it for them ? 
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Who giveth increafe to the corn 

which thou loweft ? who returnetii it 
to thee a thouLncI fold ? 

Who rip ne h for thee the olive in 
its time; and the grape, though tnou 
knoweft not the caufe of it ? 

Can the meanelt fly create itfelf ? 
or wert thou aught !efs than God* 
couldfl: thou have falhioned it ? 

The beads feel that they exift, but 
they wonder not at it; they rejoice in 

? their life, but they know not that it 
! fliall end : each performeth its courfe 

in fucceffion ; nor is there a lors of 
one fpeciesin a thonfand generations. 

Thou who feed the whole as ad- 
mirable as its parts, canfl thou bet- 
ter employ thine eye, than in tracing 

I out thy Creator’s greatnefs in them ? 
[ thy mind, tiian in examining their 

wonders ? 
Power and mercy are difplayed in 

th dr formation ; juflice and goodnels 
fhine forth in the provifion that is 

| made f r them: all are happy in their 
feveralways, nor envieth one the other. 

R 
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What is the ftudy of words com- 1 pared with this ? in what fcience is 

knowledge, but in the ftudy of Na- 
j ture? 

When thou haft adored the fabric, 
inquire into its ufe ; for know, the 

[ earth produceth nothing but may be 
of good to thee: are not food and rai- 
ment, and the remedies for thy dif- 
eafes, all derived from this fource a- 1 lone ? 

Who is wife then, but he that 
knoweth it ? who hath underftand- 
ing, but he that contemplated! it ? 
for the ivft, whatever fcience hath 

! moft utility, whatever knowledge 
hath leaft vanity ; prefer thefe unto 
the others, and profit of them for 
the fake of thy neighbour. 

To live and to die; to command 
and to obey ; to do and to fuffer; are 
not thefe all that thou haft further 
to care about? morality lhall teach 
thee thefe; the Economy of life lhall 
Lay them before thee. 

Behold they are written in thine 
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heart, and thou needed only to* be 
reminded of them ; they are eafy of 
conception ; be attentive, and thou 
fhalt retain them. 

All other fchemes are vain, all c- 
ther knowledge is boaft : lo! it is not 
necefifary or beneficial to Man, nor 
doth it make him more good or more 
honeft. 

Piety to thy God, and benevolence 
to thy fellow-creatures, are they not 
thy great duties ? what lhail teach 
thee the one like the fiudy of his 
works ? what fhall inform thee of the 
other, like underfianding thy depen- 
dencies ? 



• ‘ 



BOOK fifth:. 

**♦****♦❖♦ 
O F 

NATURAL ACCIDENTS. 

CHAP. IV. 

Prosperity and Adversity. 

Let not Profperity elate thine heart 
above meafure ; neither deprefs thy 
foul to the grave, becaufe Fortune 
beareth hard again ft thee. 

Her fmiles are not liable, there- 
fore build not thy confidence upon 
them ; her frowns endure not for e- 
ver, therefore let hope teach thee pa- 
tience. 

To bear adverfity well, is difficult; 
but to be temperate in profperity, is 
the height of wifdom. 

Good and ill are the tefts by which 
thou art to know thy confUncy j nor 

R 3 
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is there aught elfe that can tell thee 
the powers of thine own foul: be 
therefore upon the watch when they 
are upon thee. 

Behold Profperity, how fweetly flic 
flattereth thee; how infenfibly fhe 
robbeth thee of thy ftrength and thy 
vigour ! 

Tho’ thou haft been conftant in 
ill fortune; tho’ thou haft been invin- 
cible in diftrefs ; yet by her thou art 
conquered ; not knowing that thy 
ftrength returneth not again, and yet 
that thou againft mayeft need it. 

Affliction moveth our enemies to 
pity; fuccefs and happinefs caufe 
even our friends to envy. 

In adverfity is the feed of well-do- 
ing ! it is the nurfe of heroifm and 
boldnefs : who that hath enough will 
endanger himfelf to have more? who 
that is at eafe will fet {his life on the 
hazard ? 

True virtue will adt under all cir- 
cumftances ; but men fee moft of its 
efteCts, when accidents concur with it. 
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In adverfity man feeth himfelf a- 

bandoned by others ; he findeth that 
all his hopes are centered within him- 
felf : he roufeth his foul; he encoun- 
tered! his difficulties, and they yield 

’ before him. 
; In profperity he fancieth himfelf 
? fafe -y he thinketh he is beloved of all 

that fmile about his table: he grow,- 
eth carelefs and remifs : he feeth not 
the danger that is before him : he 
trufteth to others, and in the end they 1 deceive him. 

Every man can advife his own foul 
in diftrefs ; but profperity blindeth ! the truth. 

Better is the forrow that leadeth to 
contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diftrefs, 
and after plungeth hvmfelf into it. 

Our paffions didfate to us in all 
our extremes; moderation is the effect 
of wifdom. 

Be upright in thy whole life ; be 
content in all its changes ; fo ffialt 
thou make thy profit out of all cccui> 
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rences ; fo fhall every thing thathap- 
peneth unto thee be the fource of 
praife. 

The wife man maketh every thing 
the means of advantage, and with 
the fame countenance beholdeth he 
all the faces of Fortune; he gsvern- 
eth the good, he conquereth the evil, 
he is unmoved in all. 

Prefume not in profperity, neither 
defpair in adverfity : court not dan- 
gers^ nor meanly fly from before 
them ; dare to defpife whatever will 
not remain with thee. 

Let not adverfity tear off the wings 
of Hope; neither let Profperity ob- 
feure the light of prudence. 

He who defpa'reth of the end fhall 
‘never attain unto it; and he who 
feeth not the pit fhall perifh therein. 

Pie who calleih Prcfperity his 
good, who hath faid unto her, With 
thee will 1 eftablifh my happinefs ; 
lo ! he anchoreth h’s veffel in a bed 
of fand, which the return of the tide 
waflieth away. 
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As the water that paffeth from the 

mountains kifleth, in its way to the 
ocean, every field that bordereth the 
rivers: as it tarrieth not in any place; 
even fo. Fortune vifiterh the fons of 
men: her motion is inceffant, Ihe 
■will not ftay ; fhe is unftable as the 
winds, how then wilt thou hold her? 
when fhe kiffeth thee, thou art blef- 
fed ; but behold, as thou turneft to 
thank her, Ihe is gone unto ano- 
ther. 

CHAP. II. 
Pain and Sickness. 

The ficknefs of the body affr&eth 
even the foul; the one cannot be in 
health without the o'her. 

Pain is of all ills that which is 
moft felt: and it is that which from 
Nature hath the fewelt rernedies. 

When thy conftancy faileth thee, 
call in thy reafon: when thy patience 
quitteth thee, call in thy hope. 

To fuffer, is a necdhty entailed 
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upon thy nature ; wouldeft thou that 
miracle* ihould protect thee from it ? 
or (halt thou repine becaufe it hap- 
pened! unto thee ? when lo ! it hap- 
pened! unto all. 

It is injuftice to expedt exemption 
from that thou wert born unto: fub- 
mit with modefty to the laws of thy 
condition. 

Wouldft thou fay to the feafons, 
Pafs not on, left I grow old ? Is it not 
better to fuffer well that which thou 
canft not avoid ? 

Pain that endureth long^ is mode- 
rate ; bluib therefore to complain of 
it: that which is violent is Ihort; 
behold thou feeft the end of it. 

Thy body was created to be fub- 
fervient to the foul: while thou af- 
flidfeft the foul for its pains, behold 
thou fetteft that above it. 

As the wife afflidleth not himfelf 
becaufe a thorn teareth his garment; 
fo the patient grieveth not his foul, 
becaufe that which covereth it is in- 
jured. 
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CHAP. III. 

Death. 
As the production of the metal pro- 
veth the work of the alchemift; fo is 
death the teft of our lives; the alfay 
which fheweth the flandard of all 
our actions. 

Wouldft thou judge of a life, exa- 
mine the period of it: the end crown- 
eth the attempt ; and where diilimu- 
lation is no more, the truth appear- 
ed!. 

He hath not fpent his life ill, who 1 

knoweth to die well ; neither can he 
have loft all his time, who employed! 
the laft portion of it to his honour. 

He was not born in vain who dieth 
as he ought ; neither hath he lived 
unprofitably who dieth happily. 

He that confidereth he is to die, is 
content while he liveth : he who ftri- 
veth to forget it, hath no pleafure in 
any thing : his joy appeared! to him 
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-a jewel which he expe&eth every mo- 
ment he lhall lofe. 

Wouldft thou learn to die nobly? 
let thy vices die before thee. Haj py 
is he who endeth the bufinefs of his 
life before his death; who, when the 
hour of it cometh, hath nothing to 
do but to die ; who wifheth not de- 
lay, becaufe he hath no longer ufe 
for time. 

Avoid not death, for it is a weak- 
nefs ; fear it not, for thou under- 
ftandeft not what it is: all that thou 
certainly knoweft is, that it putteth 
an end to thy forrows. 

Think not the longed life the hap- 
pieft; that which is belt employed, 
doth man the mod honour ; himfelf 
fliall rejoice after death in the advan- 
tages of it. 

\ - 
THIS IS THE COMPLETE 

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 

THE END. 






