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Micah iv. io. ; 
Be in Tain, and labour to bring forth, 0 

Daughter of Zion, like a Woman in 
Travail, for noiv Jhalt thou go forth out 
of the City, thou Jhdlt dwell in the 
Field, and thou fait go even to Baby- 
lon, there Jhalt thou be delivered, tilerd 
the Lord fall redeem thee from the 
Hand of'thine Enemies. 
T is in the middle Claufe of the Verfe I ds- 

fign to infill upon, sfnd thou Jhalt go even to 
Babylon, there (halt thou be delivered. 

My Friends, when we are met together 
abo^t the folemn Worlhip of God, we' tffe' to re- 

j member it is a great Point in Worflvip, to have-the 
: folid Faith of the great Objeft of divine 'Worfliip. . 

We are a worlhipping Aflemfe^y,- . orte of the 
AfTemblies of Mount Zion; and. O’that we Iw^i the.,-lively Imprelfion of tha$ God whom we 

'prolefs to worlhip: ■ Without faith it Is impof- 
ilble to pleafe God,; -our Worlhip is but dead 

, Worfhip without Faithr; ou^Worlhip is but ibr- 
rial Worlhip without Faith * yea, let me tell yon,- 
our Worlhip is no Worlhip at all, in this Sight of 
God, without Faith. We are one of the Aflem- 
Wies of Mount Zion, of,the Gofpcl Church, met 
together upon a very folemn Occafion, Yellerdajr 



wc were commemorating the Death of Chrift in the Sacrament of the Supper, and we are now aflem- j 
bled this Day to offer up the fpiritual Sacrifice ol 
Praife and Thnnkfgiving unto him, to blefs our ; 
God aloud. My Friends, have we not much Mat- 
ter and Ground of Praife ? I dare fay, that thofe i among you, who are in the darkeft Cafe, in the ; deacTeft Cafe, under the heavieft Complaint with : .Reference to themfelves, with Reference to their 
-own fpiritual Cafe and Condition, have yet Matter 
and Ground of Praife. Are you faying, Bihold I 
go forward, but he is not there and backward, but I 
Cannot perceive him ; on the left Hand where he doth - 
•work, but 1 cannot behold him ; he hideth himfetf on the 
Right- Hand that 1 cannot fee him. Why, be it fo,, 
Sirs ; you have yet Matter and Ground of Praile. 
Have you not Reafon to fay. Thou art righteous [ 
when thon pleadefl with me, when thou hidejl thy Face •. 
from me, when thou coverejl thyfelf with- a Cloud- 
Sirs, if there is a Frame of Spirit in you to juftify I 
God- and condemn yourfclves, it is a good Difpo-j J; 
fftion of Spirit, it is a Bow in your Cloud, when he j 
is hiding his Face from you. Again, is it not ' \ Ground and Matter of Praife, that yon are not in i 
the bottomlefs Pit, that you are not in Hell ? I am 
hire, if you <:e rightly exercifed, you will reckon 
it a Mercy that ye have Accefs to look towards 
God’s holy Temple, it is a Mercy that the Cup of vindi&ive Wrath is not put into your Hand. This 
indeed fays, that he.hath not dealt with you ac- 
cording to your Sins, nor rewarded you according 
to your.Imquities. Well, in your loweft Cafe, may it not be-a Note of Praife to you. He dealt not with 
vs according to your Sins, &c. In a Word, if you are 
complaining that you cannot find him in the Sacra- 
ment, nor in the Word, ye are juft the wqtft in the 



"WorlJ, ys have the mod unbelieving Heart, tht 
tnoft obftinate Heart, the mod hard Heart, ami' 
the mod atheiftical Heart in the World ye 
are faying. There is none like you; ye arc 
laying. It may be there is fomething peculiar in 
your Cafe, that is not to be found in the Cafe 
of another, none like you-, no Cafe like yours 
m this whole Adembly : Yet we telf you, there 
is dill Matter and Groutid of Pratfe, that there 
is Balm in Gilead, and that there is a Phyfiei- 
an there. It is Matter and Ground of Praife to 
you, that Chrid lives ; that tho’ he was dead, now 
he. is alive again, and liveth for evermore, and hath 
the Keys of Hell and of Death, It is Matter and 
Ground of Praife, and that in the very word Cafe 
amongdyou, the mod Angular Cafe out of the bot- 
tomlefs Pit, that Chrid is a Phyfician, that Chrifh 
is a Helper in the very greated Extremity. Is thy 
Cafe a Angular Cafe? Chrid is a Angular PhyAci- 
an, Chrid is a Angular Saviour, Chrid is a Angulat* 
Remedy, Chrid is a Angular Help; a matchlels and 
a none-fuch Help, whatever your Cali,is. Here 
then is Matter and Ground of Praife, that the Lord1 

* hath viAted Adam's Family. I remember to IjaVe 
read in the Diary of .an eminent 0mft'an> who, 
falling under a Cloud, called all in Quedion that 
ever God had done for him. He began to thjok 
God had viAted' Adam's Family. There is, a Remnant of Adam's Family that t>£ hath’redeemed 
to himfelf : / ibill try to blefs him, (faid. he") that he 
hath redeemed a Company out of AdamV Family, tho' 
I cannot fay / am among them. The honed Man 
Went about to mint at PraiAng, and when he is 
doing fo, it pleafed the Lord to make him apply 

' and aft Faith upon it as to himfelf, and made him 
fay. Thou ovafl fain and haf redeemed me to God by 
thy Blood. Well, blefs God that the Day-Spring Irom 



y‘ . \ • ; from on high hath vifited our Tribe and Family, 
and perhaps he will lead you on to fay he hath 
vifited you, and redeemed you by his Blood. Blefs 
God that he hath made the Light to filing, and fent 
his Son to blefs us, in turning every one of us from 
our Iniquities. What fay you, I cannot blefs him, I have neither Heart for Prayer nor Praife ? Why, 
then, you are in the belt Tune to go to the Phyii* u 
clan, ft is beft to go poor and empty-handed to 
Chrift. Co, as vou are poor.and miferabie, unable 
to do any Thing for.Chrirf, or for Cod. Spread 
the Cafe out before him who is^he Redeemer, 
come to turn away Ungodtmefs from Jacob. He is 
a wonderful anil only Help, upon- whom all our 

; Help is laid. Well, let its have our Eyes to him, 
and let us eflay to give Thanks to him on a Thankf- I giving-Day, oh a parting Day from this Place, ' 
fometimes fuch a Day has been found a good Day, 
a convincing Day, a converting Day, a confirming i Day, a comforting Day. The Refidue of th.e Spi- 
rit is with our Lord ; let US have our Eyes to him,. I 
that he Hay fend him to'blefs his owii Word we ' 
are to deliver to you this Day. . % In the firft Part of this Chapter where our Text 
lies, the glorious Advancement and Enlargement of the Church, in New Te'ftament Times, is fore- 
told bv the Prophet Micab, as in. the firft Verfe, ■ 3ut in the laf} Days it fiiall come to pafs, til at the 
Mountain of the Houfe of the Lord Jhail be eflablifhed i'll the Top of the Mountains, and it fhull be exalted a- 
kove the Hills, and People (hall fioiv ‘unto it,- and ma- i sh Nations JhaU come and fay,Come, and let us go up to 
the Mountain of the Lord, to the Houfe of the God of facob, &r. It is a Prophecy of the Gathering of I 
the Nations to Shiloh, of the Gathering of many 
Hattons to"the Lord Clirlft ; that Nations Ihal} ftir 
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.up- one another to join themfelves unto glorious 
Chrilt. Alfo, in the latter Part of the Chapter, 
particularly in the Verfe that I have read, ye have 
the happy Iflue of the Church’s Trial, the Iflue of 
the Trial of the Daughter of Zion • tbo’ Ihe may 
be brought low, yet me lhall have a glorious lifue 
to all her fore Conflidlsand Trials. In the Words 
I have read, the fore Conflifts1 of the Church are 
compared to the Sorrow and Travail of a Woman 
ih Child-bearing. Mark it, they are not like the Agonies of dying M en, bmt like the Pain and Tra- 
vail of a Woman, v/hich i/Tues in a happy Birth. 
A Woman, when flic is in Travail, Ihe has Sor- 
row, becaufe her Hour is come; but, as foon as fire 
is delivered of ther Child, fhe remembreth no more 
die Anguifh, for joy that a Mani-Chijd is born into' 
the World. Brit th'o’ the Church has her fore 
Conflicts and Pangs, ypt they arc pfomifing Pangs 
and Throws, even as the Woman’s. They are 
Pangs that have' a promifing and glorious lifue : 

! Therefore, I fay, the Church being in Pain, la- 
jbours to bring forth, like a Woman in Travail. 
, Again, in the following Verfe, ye may obferve, that the Church’s Troubles may rife high, the Floods 
they may fwell, tjie Lord’s People (the Daughter 
of Z/o») may have Trouble and Trial to the great- 

lieft Extremity meafured out unto them : Therefore, Ifaith the Prophet, thou /halt go forth out of the City, 
Und thou /halt dwell in the Field. By thefe-fevcral 
JExpreffions the Church’s extrejne Troubles an4 
iTrials are held forth by the Prophet. T here is a llgradual Rife of her Trial ; f.rft, Thou /halt go forth 
I out of the City. By the City we are to undcrftand 
| Jerufalem. JerufaUm was the Place of their facred 
i Solemnities, there was the Place of their publick 
'Worfliip ; alfo Jerufalem Was the Seat of their * mihlirtr 



publick Coutts of Juftice ; for there are fet Thrones 
*f judgment, the Thrones of the Iloufe of David, fays the Pfalmift, Pfalm exxii. y. Thou /halt dwell j 
in the Field; that is, thou fhalt be ftript naked of ! all thy fpiritual Privileges in this thy City, and 
ilialt be even thruft out of thy City, put this is 
not all, Thou /halt even go to Babylon ; thou flxalt 
fall under the Feet of thine Enemies, the Enemy Piall for a Time get his Will of the Daughter of 
7 wn; Thou Jh alt even go to Babylon. Ye know. Sirs, 
'fchat is intended by Babylon.' That City, the 
Miltrefs of the then known World, famous lor her Tyranny and Opp^effion, in opprelling the 
People of God. In the 17 th Chapter of the Book 
of the Revalaton, flie is called, Myjlery, Babylon 
the great, the Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth. 

But again, in the next Place, as the Church is 
brought into thefe Straits, fent out of the City, 
made to dwell in the Field, brought under the Feet 
of her Enemies, fo ye may obferv.e the g|orious 
Deliverance flie meets with in this Extremity : 1 

There Jhalt thou be delivered. Ye would have thought 
it would been faid, There Jhalt thou be defrayed; There a full End Jhall be made of thee. But, inftead 
of that, Deliverance B infured unto the Church ; 
it is infured in the Word of Grace and Promife, 
by the Promife of him who cannot lie. There 1 

/ fait thou be delivered. Ye may notice that the De- 
liverance is to be given even from Babylon ; There 
fait thou be delivered. The plain Meaning is, 
juft when thou art brought to the greateft Pinch 
ofExtremity, then in the Mount of the Lord it fliall 
be feen ; then the facred Proverb fhall be verified, 
JEHO V AH-JIREH, in the Mount^ of the Lord it 
fall be feen. Thou /halt go even to Babylon, andthere 

* ' Jhalt 



Jba’t iJ>ou hi dtJivercd. When,: iipoii the Matl'er, 
all Teems to be loft and gone, then Deiivera’nce lhafi 
come unto thee ; there fbalt thou be delivered $ there, 
in thy utmoft Pinch and Straft, Soverjighty. fhalj 
appear for thee for thy Delivery. Before I pdfi 
on to the' Doftrine, I obferve, by the Way, that 
the Deliverance from Babylon, it is held forth iii 
Scripture under t>vo,Things. ■ >.- ' : ■ ‘ i//. As a Type of the Redemption of the whole. 
Church and People of God, from the Tyranny ,a'nd Bondage of Sin and Satan, by the great Re- 
defemer, the Lord Chrift. The fpirituaTRedemp-^ 
tion of his People is held forth by the Redemption 
given-by Jo/hua, and by their Deliverance from the. 
Captivity in Babylon, at -the End of the threefcore 
and ten Years in which he had Indignation. Again, idly* This Deliverance {ram Babylon is held forth • 
as a Type of that glorious Deliverance that the- 
New Teftamtnt Church,: in the -latter Days, fhalf. 
obtain from myftieal Babylon, from Antichriftiart 
Tyranny and Idolatry. Hence,-iri the 18th Ghap~ 'ter of the Book of the Revelation, and - ad VcTfer of ’ 
that Chipteh, Babylon the great is faid to be fallen, 
and lhall rife no more. - But T do not infill farther 
on any Explication of the Words.; ;• -y. .yV.oj i I proceed to draw a plain doftrihal Propbfition . 

! from them,- and in the Profecution of which frs« 
\ foive to'offer a very few Thoughts. 

Doer. Thai the greateft Extremity the Church 
and People of God ntay he brought into, makes Way ■ for a glorious Deliverance unto htr. Of thus,. 

That the. Church and People of God are frnnetmes - 
brought, into the great eft Extremity, that her pi*, 

, livtfanse may be the more confpicucus and glorious, 
# B Thou 



v . y <fhou, /halt go even to Babylon, and there /halt than 
he delivered. The Lord brings his Church and People to very great Extremities, and then juft fteps 
in for their Relief and Deliverance, according to 
that facred Proverb I cited already. In the Mount 
of the Lord it /hall be feen. The Scripture is full of 
Inftances of ^this Kind : As for Example, when the 
Churdh wa? in Egypt, what a great Extremity was 
ftie in She cries out under'' her Bondage, in. that 
jd Chaptet of Exodus s and behold, when the is 
brought into an Extremity, the Lord brings about 
a wonderful Deliverance for her. In like Manner 
alfo, in Hezekiah's Days, in the 37th Chapter of 
the Prophecies of the Prophet Ifaiah, the Church, ih his Time, is brought to fuch an Extremity, that 
he cries out, This Day is a Day of Trouble, and of Rebuke, and of Blafphemy, for the Children are’come to 
the Birth, and there is not Strength to bring forth. 
So the Lord makes a furprifing Appearance, 'and’ 
works a great' Deliverance for his Church and 
People, even in the Days of this King, when flic 
Was fo very low. Confider, my Friends what a 
low Pafs the Church was in, when the Prince of 
£ife was lying in the Grave. Then the Church 
Was fcattered, and. brought to the loweft Extremi- ty, yet this did iflue in the moft glorious Day that 
ever the Churcn of Chrilt Jid fee. Then out of 
Ztss came forth the Law, and the Word of the 
Lord from Jerufalem; then came the Fountain out 
from the Hoiifeof the Lord, and Watered the Val- 
ley of •W/VA;/'That glorious Deliverance is the 
foundation - of all the after Deliverances to the 
Church and People of God. But, not to infill, all 
I intend upon the Doclrine, is, In the /fry? Place, to oftet fome Remarks concer- 
ning thofe extreme Straits that thc^ Church and People 



( 11 ) People of Goa may be brought into before Deli- 
verance come. Give the Realbns why the 
Church and People of God are brought into fitch 
extreme Straits. %dly. Obfervfe fome of the re- 
markable Deliverances the Lord gives to the Daugh- 
ter of Zion, when Ihe is brought to Babylon, or to 

. thofe extreme Straits or Difficulties. And then, in 
'the 4th and lafl Place, make fome praflical Ule and 
Improvement of the Subjett. 

I return then to the 'firft of thefe, namely, to of- 
,fer fome Remarks concerning thofe extreme Straits 
that the Chtrch and People of God may be brought 
into. 

In the/ry? Place, I remark, that as the Church 
may be brought into extreme Straits before Delive- 
rance come, fo all the Children that are brought 
forth in Zion, they are fometintes brosi^ht into ex- 
treme Straits; as, in the firft Place, they are brought 
into extreme Straits at their Birth ; idly. Some- ~ 
times they are brought into extreme Straits after their Birth. 

In the firft Place, I fay, they are .brought to ex- 
treme Straits in their (piritual Birth. Thofe that 
are brought forth in Zion, the Lord makes a fear- 
ful ‘Work in lefs or more in their Cohfciepces ; the 
Terror of the Lord takes hold on them ; they are 
brought ta the Foot of Mount Sinai; the awful 
Thunder of Mount Sinai thunders on their Hearts, 
and here fome of them are kept under the Spirit 
of Bondage for a confiderable Time. One of which 
the Apoftle Paul feems to have been ; he feems to 
have had fomething of this exemplified in himfelf, 
when the Lord appeared Jto him in his W ay to 
Damafcus. He was ft ruck down to the Ground, 
/truck bllpd for fome Days, till Ananias came to 
him with a 'Meflage of Deliverance from God. It is ordinary that the Children of God, in fuch ^ 

Cafe' 



\ 1 ^ ) <Ca<< as this, are under extreme Fears with refpe^i 
’to the IlFue of their Diftrefs; they are under ex-1 
ftreme Temptations; Satan is permitted to- attack | ■the Spul with his fiery Darts-, and fiery Temptati- . 
onS) in fo much that the Soul, in this, or fuch a j 
Cafe as this; is.brought to draw the-Conclufion, as i 

, if their Cafe were defperate. ^Sometimes, before the Delivery, the Soul is brought to the very jdorders of 
Defperation. Thus, I lay, thole who are the Chil - dren of Z/9« are brought to an Extremity in their | 
jpiritual Birth, before the Lord give a Delivery to 
them, before the Lord Ghrilt be revealed in them', j Before the Gbfpel found in their Hearts : They | arc-brought to Mount Sinai before they are brought ' 
to Mount. Z7ow,- and when, in fuch a Cafe as this; J the Lord is plcafed (bmetime.s to appear remarkably \ 
Tor ;bem, in 'their Straits' to fca.tter their Clouds, 
And to clear their Sky; by manifelling his Chrilt 
unto them, thus they’are brought \Xtito Babylon, and 
there they are d4iv?red.- *- j 

'Again, idly,' Thofe 'Children that are born in. j Zien, tney may have extreme Straits after their I- 
ipiritiiol Birth, after they are regenerated : They 
may fall under extreme Straits, fometimes of . 
one Kind, and fometimes of another ; they mayv , ■and oftpn <^o fall into the extreme Strait of the 
Scnfe of Piftance from God, the-extremc Strait of 
the Fear of eternal Wrath •, tho4 this is their Sin. f jLegal Terrors may take hold on their Cohfciences, '■ 
after Regeneration, as .in the Tnftance of heman in - the S8th Pfalt^ apd ijth Verfe, J am affliBed^ ! 
and ready to die-from my Youth up v While 1 fiffer thy 
Terrors J am diflraSleJ. . The Lord’s People, af- ter 'tbeit fpjritpal Birth, niay be brought under 
extreme Temptations. The Apoftle, in tyriting the believing Kphcjiatts, exhorting them, Chap, 
ter 6th and Yerte i; th, to put on the whole Armour 



of pod, that they nay be able to /land againfl the 
IV'iles of the Devil, gives us to underlland, that e- 
’.yen Believers themfelyes, Ptrfoos who are born ugairr, may be attacked with the fiery Darts of the 
Devil. Farther, the Lord’s People, after their fpiritual Birth, may be brought to the extreme 
Strait of Defertion, and the hiding: of God’s 
.Countenance. Otfr Lord Jefus Chrift bimfelf 
drank deep of this Cup, and thafc for the Sake o^ 

‘all his little Ones, P'falm xxii. i. compared with Matthew hxvii. 46. My God, my God, why baft thtu 
forfakenm; ! Again, the Lord’s People, even after 
Regeneration, may bring themfelves into extreme. 
Straits by their Backllidmg frorn the Lord, jn. fo much that they may need a Sight of their firlt C011- 
‘verfion. Hence y/e find the Pfal.mift praying, P/alm li. 10. Create in me a clean 'Heart, U 'GoJ, 

I and renev^ a right Spirit within me. They may be 
brought into fuch an extreme Strait, that they 
njay be juft withering and dying,, juft expiring ; yea more, they may apprehend themfelves dead, cut 
off for their Parts, as in that 37th Chapter of Ez?' 
hi el, and 1 ith Verfe, Behold they_ fay, cur Bones are '(tried, our Hope is loft, we are cut oft for our Parts. 
Tothefe, and fnch like extreme Straits, J fay, the 
Lord’s People Way be brought, even after they are 
born in Zion; and I am much afraid, my Friends, 
this is in a great Meafure your Cafe. There is 
Ground jo apprehend it is the Cafe of the Lord’s 
Remnant at this Day, that they arjj brought to the 
extreme Strait ol Difttance from Cod, in their Ap- 

. Jtrehenfioh ; to the extreme Strait of a flayilh and 
unwarrantable Fear of eternal \Vrath ; to the ex- treme S'trah of Temptations andf Attacks from Sa- 
tan ; to the extreme Strait of pefertion and the 
hiding pf God’s Countenance; and that they are in 

many 



many fuch like Cafes. But is there not a Bow in 
the Cloud ? Why, there is juft Help in the Lord 
for fuch Extremities. When the Church in gene- 
ral, or a Soul in particular, is brought into the 
greateft Extremity, then, even then, he gives £n- 
.largement to the Church or to the Soul : Thm fhalt go even to Babylon, and there Jhalt thou he delivered. 
To excite your Faith and Hope of this Deliverance, 
when ye are brought to cry. Our Bones are dried, 
our Hope is loft, and we are cut offfor our Parts, con- 
ftder what you heard on Saturday, namely, that 
Chrift is the Refurrection and the Life, and lb, of 
confequence, there is Redemption and Deliverance 
in him, and in him for you. 

But then, again, in the fecond Place, upon this 
. Head, I remark, that fometimes Zion has an cafy 

and a gentle Labour, and yet brings forth a nu- 
merous and glorious Offspring ; a Proof of which 
you have in the 66th' Chapter of the Prophecies 
of the Prophet Ifaiah, and the 8th Verfe, Who hath 
heard fitch a Thing ? Who hath feen fuch Things ? 
Shall the Earth be made to bring forth in one Day ? 
Or (hall a Nation be born at once ? For, pffoon as Zion 
travailed, fhe brought forth her Children. Tea, not only affoon'as Zitn travails does Ihe bring forth her 
Children, in fuch'a Cafe as this, but even before 
Travail a numerous and glorious Offspring is pro' 
duced from Zion's p regnant Womb, as in the 7th 
Verfe of that fame 66th of Ifaiah, Before Jhe tra~ 
vailed (he brought forth, before her Pain came Jhe was 
delivered of a Man-Child. This was immediately 
verified after the Refurredlion of our Lord Chrift, 
bn the Day .of Petitecofte ; and I may fay it has been 
verified in a particular Manner even in Scotland, our 
native Land, in her reforming Times, when the 

Lord 



Lord led our Forefathers by the Hand out of the E* 
%ypt of black Popery and Paganilm, even to the ' 
Length of a folemn Avouching of him to be their 
God, and that with uplifted Hands to the moll high 
God : Then, no fooner did Zion travail, but im- 
mediately (he brought forth Children, a numerous 
and glorious Offspring to fhe’Lord Chrift. 

But again, farther, in tire third Place, upon this 
Head, v/e may remark, that, before Zion be delive- 
red, flie may have long Trouble and Pain, (he may; 

go forth out of the City, (lie may dwell in the Field; 
yea, more, (he may go even to Babylon, before (he 
be delivered'.’ You that are Believers in Chrift, true 
Church-Membdrs, the genuine Sons and Daughters 
oiZisn, you muft be brought from one Strait to an- 
other', from one Difficulty to another, one Extre- 
mity to another; before you be delivered.' Thou 
/halt go forth out of the City, thou /halt dwell in the 
Field; yea, thou Jhalt go even to Babylon, there 
jhah thou be delivered. 

There are five Particulars with relation to tlier’ 
extreme Straits the Church and People of God may , be brought into before Deliverance come, which I , 
ftiall mention on this Remark. And, in the fir/}' 
Placo, the Daughter of Zion may be brought to this Strait, of being ftript of all her Beauty. You have 
a Word to this Purpofc in the firft Chapter of the 
Book of the Lamentations of Jeremiah, and there the 
<Sth Verfe, From the Daughter of Zion all her Beauty is departed. Jll her Beauty is departed. What 
think you is the Beauty of the Daughter of Z/c», or 
the Church of Chrift ? Why, it confifts chiefly in thefe two Things, ift. In Purity ; udly. In the fpe- cial Prefence of God. 

Firjl, I fay, the Beauty of the Daughter of Zion 
confifteth in the Purity of Doftrine, Worfhip, 
Difcipline and Government. The Beauty of the 

Daughter 



Daughter of Tlion, I fay, confifteth'm the Purity 0± 
the Do6lrines of the Gofpel delivered from the 
Word of Truth in the Church ofChrift, when no- 
thing is taught therein, but whaf i$ exaftly agree- 
able to his Mind and Will, and when the Difcr- 
pline of his Houfe is managed and difpenfed accor- 
ding to the Rule laid dbwn in the Law and Tc- 
ftimony, and the Govirnnient of his Houle doth ex-^ 
aftly quadrate with the Pattern fhewn in the Mount 
of divine Revelation. But then, 

idly. Not only does the Beauty of the Daughter 
of Zion confift in the Beauty, of Purity, but alio , in the Beauty of Prefence, in the fpecial Prefence 
of God in and with his Chutch and People. Re- 
mark it. Sirs, when the Beauty of Purity departs 
ftpm Z/5K, .from the Church, the Beauty of Prt- 
lence dois not readily continue in her. O what a 
Beauty is it to 'Aten the Prefence -of her God'!r When .the Lord Jefus Chrift, the King of Zion, is 
in the Midft of her, he is her Beauty ahd'GIory; be himfelf is her Dignity and Excellency. To ap- 
ply as we'go along, we may fee What a deplorable, 
Cafe and; Condition the Daughter of Zion. the. Nev? 
Teftament Church, is in; at this Day, when hdr 
fpiritual Beauty is, hr fuch" a great Meafure,. de- 
parted from her. When God took her by the 
Hand, and led her owt of Babylon, lire was a noble 
Vine, wholly a right Seed; but, alas, the noble 
yine is turned info the degenerate Plant of a ftrange Vine,! The Beauty of Purity is in a' greaf 
Meafure defaced among, all the Churchis of Chriff, 
aijd in the Church ot. Scotland amongft the reft : ^ 
And as the Beauty is defacedj is not alfo tht divine' Prefence departed in'a great Meafure, ih fo ftntcii 
that a Lamentation m'ay be taken itp over her, Jloto , 
ts thy Gold btcome dim-! How is the mofi fiiu, Golu changed! 



> . .■/ ' V 
• ( *7 ) • .. - • changeJ-t How is Error mingled with the p'arc Doftrincs of’his Word in this Day of Degeneracy. 

from the Lord ! How is the Light of his Counte - nance withdrawn in a great Meafure He hath 
ihut up himfelf in a Cloud, that w.e cannot per- 
ceive him : It is not with us. as in Months part, 
when the Lord made his Candle to fliine upon Our* - 
Head. . . .... 

A zd Particular I fhall mention on'this Remark,.' 
iV That the Church of Chrift, the Daughter of '/Aon, may be fent out of the City, to dwell in the 
•Field, <&c. before (he. be delivered ; that it. The Church may be brought to a very great Strait, 
h'rd under the Feet of her Adverfaries, under the. 
Feet of her.Enemies Hence the Church,cries 
out, becaiife of Affliction, her Psrfecu’tprs overtook, 
her. Sometimes this is the Cafe, her Enemies they 
overtake her, Ihe is carried Captive by them, car- 
ried even to Babylon by them, and troden under 
Foot by thepi for fomeTime. , .... 

But then, a 3d Particular I mention, on this-Re- 
mark, is, That the Church of Chrift, before fire, 
be‘delivered, may be brought to this Strait, even^ 
to be deprived-of her facrcd Solemnities.. This w.e fee was ..the Cafe oftheChurch hers, as is 
plainly, pointed out in the Words read, Thou jhali, 

. go forth out af the City ; th,at is. Thou fhall be.de- 
prived of thy facred Solemnities,- thou (halt be de~/ 
privcd of thy folemn Feaft-Days. Hence is.tha? 
Word, The Ways to Zion languish, ihe Gates of Zion languifh, none' come to her Jqlemn Eeafl:. - . 

A qth Particular I mention on this Remark, is, 
That the Church of Chrift, the Daughter of Zion, 
before Ihe be_ delivered, may be brought to thip. Strait, that there may be hofuhlick Teftimotiy$&-■ 
ednp fW tftVTriitb ofQod, for his* deefarauve f . G ' O'orjr 



C >8 ) Glqry aftlongfl: them; as for Inftance, this was the Cafe of the Church in the 74th Pfolm, and 
there the pth Verfe, We fee not our Signs, there is 

jrio more any Prophet, neither is there any among us 
•who knoiveth homo long. You have alfo a Worcfin 
the 1 rrh Chapter of tkdRevelation, and 8th Verfe, 
which concerneth old Babylon, but is typical of the 
New Teftament Church, Their dead Bodies Jhall ly 
in the Street of the great City, which fpiritually is 
called Sodoni and Egypt, where" alfo our Lord was 
crucified. Whether this Prophecy is fulfilled or 
not, as yet; I fliall not determine : But it fpeaks 
a Falling oftheTeftimony ofChrift in the Church, 
and among the People of God, when the Beauty 
of the Daughter of Zion departs from het, and her 
Eriemies have her under their Feet'. O wjiat an 
extreme Strait is ihe in when fhe comes to be 
ftript of her Beauty, held under the Feet of her 
Adverfaries, deprived of her Solemnities, and when all ’ publick Teftimoriy lor the Glory of Immanuel 

1 falls to the Ground ! Thefe indeed are great Ex-* 
tremi tiei'; yet, 

Laflly, Upon this Remark, we tell you, fome- 
tlmes the'Church and People of God, the Daugh- ter of Z/on, before Deliverance, may be brought 
to this Extremity, that there is no vtfible Outgate 
for her, no Help, no Deliverance, to any human 
Appearance. Thus you fee it was with the Church 
and People of God in Ezekiel's Days. In the 37th Chapter of Ezekiel, and nth Verfe, the Church 
is fpokeh of after this Manner, Then he fcid unto me. 
Son of Man, thefc Bones are the whole Houfe oflf- 
racl : Behold, they fay. Our Bottes are dried, and our 
Hopb'is lofi', we are'cufoff for our Parts. Thus far 
niay the Daughter of Z/V« be brought before De- 
livslance : But it is Worthy of our Notice and Obfervatioh 



Obfervation, that, when ftie is brought to this Pinch 
and Strait, juft when Ihe is faying her Bones are 

’ dried and her Hope loft, even then, in that In- 
terim, behold Deliverance comes; as we may fee 
in the Verfes immediately following the Church’s 
grietous Complaint, Yerles 12th and r 3th, There- fore prophecy and fay unto them. Thus faith the Lord 
God, behold, 0 my People, I will open your Graves, 
and caufe you to come up out of your Graves, and 
bring you into the Land of l(ra.e\-, and ye fall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have opened your Graves, 0 
my People, and brought you up out of your Graves ! A- 
greeable to this Purpole alfc, is whr-t we have in 
the 1 ith of the Revelation, from the 8th to the 12 th 
Verfe of/that Chapter. There we fee the Witnef- 
fes are flain, their dead Bodies are laid on the 
Streets, all feems- to be loft and gone; but even 

— this Extremity juft preceeds a glorious Delivery 
and Revival to his Church. And'their dead Bodies 
fall ly in the Streets of the great City, which fpiritu- 
ally is called Sodom and Egypt, where alfo our Lord 
was crucifiedand they of the People, and Kindred, and 
Tfongues, and Nations, fall fee their dead Bodies, 
three Days and an Half, and fall not fuffer their 
dead Bodies to be put in Graves ; (fo great ihall be 
their Tyranny and Cruelty) and they that dwell up- 
on the Earth fall rejoice over them, and make merry, 
and fall fend Gifs -one to another, becanfe thefe two 
Prophets tormented them that dwelt on the Earth. 
Note what follows, And after three Days and an 

.Half the Spirit of Life from God entred into them, and they flood upon their Feet, and great Fear fell 
upon them which faw them. Here we fee plainly, 
when all Hope ffemed to be loft and gone, and ihe 
Babylonians leemedto have got all their "Will of 
the Church of God, yet his Thoughts are not 



'( so ) ; 
their Thoughts, for the Spirit of Life from ; 

God enters .into them, and then they are fet to 
rheir Feet again. This much for the extreme .i 
Straits that the Church and People of God may 
be brought unto bedbfe Deiivprance come, and fo 
I pafs the Remarks, and go on to' the- j Second general Head which I proposed, namiy, \ 
To gi ve the Reafons why the Churcl> and People qf 
God are brought into fuch extreme Straits before ‘ 
Deliverance com^. i 
• There are -only thefe few Reafops following 
Which I fhall affign for it at prefent. In the firjt 
Place, the Church and Peoplf: of God are brought 
into extreme Straits, before Deliverance, that the, : 

glorious -Majefly of God may be proclaimed, that 
his infinite Holinefs may be publiihed and declared, 
that-his Hatred and Detefbatioq ofSin may be es- 
'Cfenced ; for he is a. God of purer Eyes than to 
behold Iniquity, and cannot look- upon Sin. All . the Churches muft know, that the Lord fearch- 
cth the Heitst and trieth the Reins; if tjipre be 
any Sin latent there,'behold he will find it out; and fo,‘- whep his Church * and- People backflidc 
from him. go a-whoring from him, -then he will 
tnanifpft his infinite Holinefs and Hatred of Sin* ■ 
in punilhjng them for their Iniquity, and, in fo 
doing, he will bring them into extreme Straits, put them out of the City,- make them-dwell in the 
Eield, yea, bring them even- to Saiylon :■ For the 
Tranfgrtffion Jacob is. all this, tndfor the Iniquity ef the Htnfi of Ifratl. But tfgain, in the 
, id Place, The Church and People of God are 

'brought- into extreme Straits before' Deliverance. ■Why ; For this End, that he may try the Faith and 
Patience of his People, that he may be glorified in 
and by the Faith and -Patience of his People. Obferve 



the Expreffion you have in the 13 th Chapter of the 
’Revefation, and 10th Verfc, Heri if the Faith and 
•Patience of the Saints ; that is, Here the Faith and 
'Patience of the Saints is tried •, here the Faith ■and Patience of the Saints 'is kythed ; here God 
ds glorified in the Faith and Patience, of the Saints 
here the Truth and Reality of the true Religion 
'of Jefus is vindicated and aiferted by the Faith and 
Patience ;of the Saints. Again, idly. The Church and People of God are 
brought into extreme'Straits before Deliverance, 
'for this End alfo; that GOd’s Hand iriay' be Teen in giving the Deliverance his Church and People. 
Thou /halt even go to Babylon, and there Jhaltthou be. 
delivered there the Lord jhali redeem thee from the 
Hand of thine Enemies. I fay, the Church and 
People oT God are brought into extreme Straits 
before Deliverance, juft that God himfeli may be 
eminently and confpicuouflyfeen. in giving the De- 
liverance -, that the Love and Pity of God may be 
feen, in taking Care of his Church and People till 
the Deliverance be wrought ; that the Power and 
Omnipotence of God may be eminently feen and 
difplayed in giving'the Deliverance ; it'is juff,' 
that Jehovah do appear like himfelf, in breaking 
the mighty Gates of Brafs, and cutting the Bars 
of Iron afunder. It is he that fpeaks df Cyrus as a 
Type of Chrift, in the 4j-'th Chapter of Ifaiah'S 
Prophecies, and'ad Yerfe. "When he is about 
to deliver Z/w, he faysj t mill go before thee, and make' their crooFea Placet freight : 1 mill break in 
Pieces tie Gates of Brafr, and cut in funder the Bars 
ef Iron I’ and I will give thee the Treafures of Dark- 
vifs, and hiddenRiches offetrit Places, that thou mayed know that l the Lord, which call thee by thy 



( 22 ) lows the Church and People of God to he brought 
into extreme Straits before Deliverance, that his 
Hand may be feen in giving the fame, that his 
glorious Sovereignty may be known ; that he may 
manifeft to the World that he is Ifrael's own God, 
in railing them up when brought low ; for, when 
the Lord builds up Zion, he [hull appear in- his Glory. 

The 4M and lafl Reafon I (hall aflign, why the 
Church and People of God ar„e brought into ex- 
treme Straits before Deliverance, is, that he may 
purify and refine the Daughter of Zion. She mull 
go even to Babylon. Why ? It is juft that flic 
may be purified and refined in Babylon ; that Ihe 
may be purified in Babylon ; that her Drofs may 
be removed in Babylon. To this Purpofe you have 
a remarkable Word in the 13th Chapter of the Prophecies of the Prophet Zechariah, and there 
the laft Verle, And I will bring the third Part 
through the Fire, and will refine them as Silver is re- fined, and will try them as Gold is tried, fhey fit all 
call on my Name, and 1 will hear them. 1 will fay, 
ft is my People ; and they [hall fay. The Lord is my 
God. For this End and Purpofe, I fay, lie fees 
meet to bring his People even to Babylon, that he 
may purify and refine them. Why, hereby his Church is reformed, and the Drofs feparated from 
the true Metal. The Lord makes fuch a Time; 
and fuch a Mean, a manifefting Time^and Mean. 
JVJy Friends, there are many of you, who are flocking to Communions now, who, if the Lord 
bring his Church into Babylon, I am afraid there will be fad Difcoveries of you ; 'Chrift, it may be, 
will have a thin Backing then, in refpeft of what 
is now, tho1 Chrift will never want a Backing. jFor thefe and many fuch Reafons it is, that the 
Church and People of God, the Daughter of Zion, are 



' . . \ *0 J arc ordinarily brought into extreme Straits before 
Deliverance come. But 

I proceed to the 3d general Head in the Method, 
which was, to obferve fome of the remarkable 
Deliverances which the Lord gives to the Daughter 
of Zion, when fhe is brought to Babylon, or to thefe 
extreme Straits and Difficulties. 

I only offer thefe few Thoughts soncefning this 
Deliverance, hi the /r/ Phce, this Deliverance 
which he gives the Daughter of Zion, his Church' 
and People, as to its Nature, it is a fpiritual De- 
liverance, filch a Deliverance as all who have re- 
ceived the Spirit of Adoption, do look out for, 
and earnfcftly defire -, and as it is a fpiritual De- 
liverance as to the Nature ofit, fo it is a fpiritual 
Deliverance in refpett of the Means by which it is 
brought about. What then are the primary Means 
by which it is brought about, by which the Lord 
gives it ? Why, it is by the Power and Spirit of 
Chrift : Not by Might nor by Power, but by my Spi~ 
rit, faith the Lord of Hofts. When the Lord comes 
to deliver his Church arid People from myftical 
Babylon, How fhall the Deliverance be brought a- 
bout ? Why, you have the Anfwer, a Th'ef. il. 8, 
The Lord fhall confume him with, the Spirit of his 
Mouth, and fhall defiroy him with the Brightnefs of 
hit Coming. With the Spirit of his Mouth ; that is, 
juft the Word of the Gofpel accompanied with 
his holy Spirit, giving a glorious Manifbftatioir 

/of the Son of Cod in a Gofpel Difpenfation. With 
the Brightnefs of his Coming s that is, there fhall be 
fuch a bright Manifeftation of the wonderful Per- 
fon of Chrift in the Gofpel-Difpenfation, that the 
blinded Nations fhall give over wondring after the 
Beaft, and (hall look upon this great Sight with 
Wonder and Praife. There is a Vail drawn over 

the 



C 24') the Glory, of the Perfon of Chrift by Babylon at tTihr- 
Day, and fo Babylon lliall be deftroyed, and the- 
Church and People of God delivered, juft by a 
brfght fupernatmal Difplay of the Glory of the 
Perfon of Chrift in the Difpenfation- of the Go- , fpel carried home , to Sinners by ;the holy Spirit. 
And thus, I fay, it is a fpiritual Deliverance, as to 
the h^tare.of it, and the Means by which it is brought, about. 

, A id. Thought I offer concerniwg this Deliver-- 
aoce, which he gives his Church and People when brought ho extreme Straits, is, That as it is,-as to, 
its Nature, a fpjritnal Deliverance, fo the Way and Manner in which; hearings about tMs'Deliver- 
atlce, is, by pouring .put.his Spirit upon his Church 
and People. If it be asked. How longus it till the Daughter of Z/<?« be delivered ? You have the An- 
fwer, which alfo points out the Manner of it, /- 
y2. xxxii. i j. until the Spirit be poured.upon urfrom 
cn hi^h,. and the Wildernefs be 'a frujtful Field, and 
thf fruitful Field be counted for a Forefl. The Lord works Deliverance for his Church and People, 
when the Spirit comes .down like Dew upon Mount 
Ziprn ,- when that Promife hath its Accomplifhmenr, 
llofea xiv. y. /ibidl be as the Demi to ifrael ; he.fhall 
gnmo as the Lilly, andcaft forth his Roots ar Lebanon. - The Lord works Deliverance for his Church and 
People, when that Word of Grace, Ifa. xliv. 3, 4. 
y. is accompliihcd, I -will pour IVater upon him that 
is thirjly, I. moillpo}ir FJdods upon the dry Ground, 1 will 
poifr my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Blejjiug upon thine Offspring. What (hall be the Effect l Why, it 
ftrall be Deliverance to the1 Daughter of Zien : For they Jhallfpring tip as among the. Grafs, as IVi/lows by - 
the Water-Courfes. 0 tie frail fay, I am the Land's, and: 
another fall call himfelf by the Name of Jacob, andy 



another jhallfubfcribe with his Hand unto the Lord, and 
firndmehimfelfby the Name o/'Ifrael. O then, Sirs, 
when the Spirit is thus poured out from on high, 
they (hall go to Zion, as it is faid of the returning 
Captives, 7<rr. L 4, y. In thofe Days, and in that 
Time, faith the Lord, the Children of Ifrael /hall come, 
they and the Children of Judah together, going 
and weeping; they /hall go and feek the Lord their 
Codthey Jhall ask the IVay to Zion, with their Faces 
thitherward, &c. The Time of the Church’s Deli- 
verance it is a weeping Time -, a Time of weeping 
for the great Dilhonours done to the Head of the 
tiWch, by the Sins of the Members of the Church ; 
then they look upon him whom they have pierced, 
and mourn for him; there is a Going, and aWeeping 
as they go : But as it is a weeping Time, fo it is a 
rejoicing Time. Thefe are not inconfiftent -, we 
fee it was a rejoicingTime to the returning Captives, 
as well as a weeping Time to them, Pfalm exxvi. 
1, 2, 3. When the Lord turned again the Captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream : Then was our 
Mouth filled with Laughter, and our Tongue with 
Singing : Then faid they among the Heathen, The Lord 
hath done great Things for them; the Lord hath done 
great Things for us, whereof we are glad. But then, 
as it is a weeping Time, and a rejoicing Time, fo a 
Time, of Deliverance to the Daughter of Zion; it is 
a covenanting Time. "When the Daughter of Zion 
is delivered f rom Babylon it is a covenanting Time, 
as in that forecited yoth of Jeremiah, and fth Verfe, 
Come, (fay Ifrael and Judah') and let us join ourfelves 
to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant, that /hall never be 
forgotten. It is a Time of taking hold of God’s Co- 
venantof Grace, of taking hold of the Head of the 
Covenant of Grace, of taking hold of him who is the 
All and in all of the Covenant of Grace^?who isgi- 
ven to be the Covenant of the People, who is gi- E> ven 



( 26 ) yen to be God’s Salvation to the Ends of the Earth; 
and, in confequence of this taking hold of God’s Covenant of Grace, of him who is the Head and 
Surety of the Covenant of Grace, there is a Joining themlelves to the Lord in a Covenant of Duty, to 
keep his Judgments and Statutes, andto hearken to 
his Voice. It is a Time when they vow and (wear 
Subjection to the King oiZion. I might tell you, 
upon this Head, were I to infill, how that, when 
the Lord, by Means of the Preaching of the Go- 
fpel, did deliver the Church of Scatlaml from An- tichriftian Babylon, when, by the Blowing of the Sil- 
ver Trumpet of the glorious Gofpel, he made the ■Walls of Babylon to fall in Scotland, juft like the 
Walls of Jericho by the Sounding of Rams Horns, 
then he fo remarkably appeared againft Antichrift, 
that he led our Fathers the Length of a folemn A- 
vouching of the Lord to be their God ; fo that that Time of Deliverance was a Time of folemn Cove- 
nanting. I might alfo fnew that it has been the 
PraClice of the Churches of Germany, France, and 
others, in fuch a Time, to devote themfelves to the 
Lord in a Covenant of Duties. Such a Time has 
been a Time of thefe Nations faying, Come, and let us join ourfelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant ne- 
ver to be forgotten ; wherein the Nations have faid. 
Come', and let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, to 
the Houfeof the God of j&cob, and he will teach us of his 
Way's, and we will walk in his Paths. But, not to infill. 

In the ^d Place, another Thought I offer, with reference to the Deliverance of his Church and 
People, when brought into extreme Straits, is, That 
he delivers her in a mod furprifingWay and Manner: 
Thou Jhalt even go to Babylon. Strange ! What to 
do at Babylon! Why, T here Jhalt thou be delivered. 
Who would expeCt Deliverance in Babylon ? Well, 
but there thou ihalt be delivered. This was fur- prifing 



V ' A . . . prifing to the Church of old, as is intimated in that 
forecited i2(5th Pfalm, and ift Verfe, When the Lord 
turned again the Captivity o/Zion, we were Ijke Men 
that dream. We could not believe it; we were like to 
take it for a Dream, it came fo furprifingly t® Hand 
in fuch a furprifing Place, even in Babylon. As the 
Lord delivers*his Church and People in a furprifing 
Way and Manner, even in Babylon, fo we may n0' 
tice here, that the Inftruments the Lord gives the 
Deliverance by are alfo furprifing. The Lord raif- 
ed up Cyrus King of Perfia, as an Inftnlment for the 
Deliverance of his Church, from Babylon. Who 
v/ould have expelled Deliverance from fuch an Aif-th ? He cafts down the Bobylonifh Empire, and 
fets up the Perfian. Why is all this ? Jult for Ja- 
cob his Servant’s Sake, and Ifrael his Ele£t -, juft that 
Cyrus might be the Ir.ftrument of Deliverance' to his 
People ; both in an unlikely Seafon and by an un- 
likely Inftrument, that the Work might befeento 
be of God. I may tell you here, Sirs, that when 
God delivered his Church and People in thefe Lands 
out of Antichriftian Babylon, he did it both in an un- 
likely Seafon, and by an unlikely Inftrument. As to the Time and Seafon of it, it was juft when 
Darknefs and Tyranny were arrived at their greateft 
Height and Degree. As to the Inftrument, why, 
it was juft by opening the Eyes of a poor blind Fri- 
er, (Luther) \n fpiriting him to preach againft Baby- 
lon ; and fo, by one Inftrument after another, he 
carried on his Work in Spite of all Oppofition from Hell or Earth. Some of you know what a great 

' and extreme Strait this Church was brought into, 
when God appeared in the Year 1638. and how 
unexpected the Deliverance was, both as to the 
Seafon and Inftruments, is very well known : By 
thfc Inftrumcntality of fome poor Inftrumeats he tum- bled 



( 28 ) 
bled down Antichriftian Prelacy, turned us to hirn- 
felf, made us join ourfelves to the Lord by folemn national Engagements, and made Perfons of all 
Ranks fay, 1 am the Lord's. Again, How furprifing 
was the Deliverance God wrought for his Church and People in thefe Lands, when they were brought 
to tlie greateft Extremity in the Year 1688. fifty 
Years ago ? If we confider the Hiftory of that Time 
we will find the Deliverance was moft furprifing, 
both as to the Seafon when, and Inftrument by whom it was brought about. Why, it was in a Time 
when thefe Lands were threatned with a Deluge of 
Poperyi when a Popifli Sword was drawn, and rea- 
dy to be fheathed in the Bowels of the inhabitants 
of thefe Lands : And as to the Inftrument of that 
Deliverance, Who would thought that (|od fhould 
have fent to another Land for an Inftrument, by 
whom he would bring back our Captivity, as he 
then did, when he brought our late Sovereign King 
William from Holland, to.banifh a Popiih Tyrant 
from theThrone o£Britain ? Was it not furprifing ? 
Thus, we fay, God delivers his Church and People, 
when brought into extreme Straits, in a moft fur- 
prifing Way and Manner. 

I lhall only add, on this Head, in the e,th and 
laft Place, that the Deliverance he gives to his 
Church and People, when brought into extreme 
Straits, it is in a Manner becoming the great Deli- 
verer, becoming himfelf; it is in fuch a Manner as 
he himfelf will be feen in it. I fttall not here enlarge, 
having hinted at this formerly, only, in a Word, 
when he delivers the Daughter of Zion from the 
Daughter of Babylon, it is in fuch a Way and Man- 
ner, as that it may be laid, That their Sword did 
not get them the Land, neither did their Arm five them, 
but his Right-Hand, and his holy Arm, and the Light of 



his Countenance alone, that -works the Salvation. It is 
in a Manner becoming himfdf. I iball not infift farther on the do&rinal Part. 
I come to conclude the whole in an’ Ufc oflnlbr- 
mation, Confolation and Exhortation. 

I fhall be fhort, may the Lord aflift us in the Ufe of this Doftrine : It wa^ with Difficulty I 
entred upon this Subjeft, but another I could not 
think upon. Let us then have our Eyes to him 
in the Ufe and Improvement of this Do<flrine. 

Is it lb, then, that the Church ancTPeopIe of God are brought into the greateft Extremity, that 
their Deli\»ejance may be the more confpicuotre 
and glorious ? Then, ift. for Information. In a fhort Word, be informed of the prefent Situation 
of the Church and People of God. I ihall read you a Queflion upon'this Ufe of the Docflrine, to- 
gether with its Anfwer. You have it in the 21ft of 
Jfaiah, and 1 ith and 12th Verfes of that Chapter, 
"The Burden e/Dumah. He calleth to me out <j/"Scir, Watchman, What of the Night ? Watchmen, What 

< of the Night ? If you enquire at me, Watchman, 
What of the Night, I anfwer unto you juft in the 
Words of the Spirit of God, ’The Morning Cometh, 
and alfo the Night. The Morning of a Deliverance to his Church fhall come, but yet, in the mean 
Tunc, know that the'Might goes before the Mor- 
ning. We have at this Day, .in a great Meafurc, 
a Night- of it, but the Night will be darker vet, 
before the Morning come; the Night goes Before •the Morning : Y herefore the Prophet, in this 
Word, gives them to know, that thb’it was Night 
when the Call was given. What of the Night? Yet it fhould be darker, for fbme ofit was to come : 
The Morning cometh, and alfo the Night. And, my 
Friends, tho’ the Night is dark upon the Churches 
ofChrift at prefent, tho’ it be now a Night of 

Withering 



"Withering, a Night of Error, a Night of Back- iliding, a Night of Falling away from the Lord, 
yet, Sirs, tho’ the Night is dark, I am afraid the 
darkeH of the Night is not yet come. Why, 
fay you, Can the Night be darker ? Can the Cafe • 
of the Church be worfe than it is juft now, under ; 
the weary Scatterings there are among the People ; 

of God, under the Heart-overwhelming Breakings , 
there are among the People of God, under the fad Wkherings and Decays that take Place among 
the People of God? Yea, Sirs, the Night may be darker yet; the Daughter of Zion may not only 
go out of the City, but dwell in the Field, and go 
even to Babylon, before fhe be delivered. I think 
our Text is very expretTive of our prefent Situation 
in this Land, Thou [halt go forth out of the City, and 
thou/halt dwell in the Field, and thou jhalt go even to . Babylon, he. I fay, our Text is much expreflive 
of our Cafe ; as for Inftance, Are we not made 
to go out of the City ? Are we not caft out of 
the Bofom of the prefent eftablilhed Church by 
their iniquous A£ts and Procedures? But then, 
tho’ we are made to go forth out of the City, we 
are not yet wholly made to dwell in the Field, 
not yet deprived of our facred Solemnities, for we 
have had Occafion to fee, in this Place, the folemn 
facred Symbols of our Lord’s broken Body and 
fhed Blood fet before us ; but as this Ordi-' 
nance has been difpenfed in a witnefling Congre- 
gation, in a Congregation who are by Profcffion 
gone forth out of the City, on their Way to 
dwell in the Field, why, in fo far the Text is 
exprelfive of our prefent Situation ; and, before the Deliverance come, we may be deprived of Oc- 
calions of this Nature, made to dwell in the Field, 
yea, brought even to Babylon. We are net yet 

under 



tmder the Feet of an Ant'ichriftian Party in Baby- 
lon, but, ere all be done, we may even go to Baby- 
lon. We are as yet privileged with the Standard 
of a pubUckTeftimony for the Doctrine, Worlhip, 
Difcipline and Government of the Church of Scot- 
land :■ However weak and worthlefs feme of us 
are to put our Hand to it, yet it Is a {landing 
Tellimony for the Caufe and Intereft of Chrift, 
whatever Way a corrupt Generation may look up- 
on it : But, Sirs, before all be done, the Standard 

5 of a publick Teftimony may altogether fall to the 
| Ground in this Land. I lhall not determine the 
! Queftion anent that difmal Event we have in the 

ntb Chapter of the Revelation, concerning the Killing of the Witneffes, whether it be pall, or 
to come. Great Men have differed in their Opi- 
nions. Some have thought that Event was brought 

* about at ’the Reformation by Luther; they think 
the Killing of the Witneffes refpefted that Time. 
Others think it will fall in with the laft fatal 
Stroke that (hall be given unto an Antichriftian 
Party, which ihall ufher in the Glory of the lat- 
ter Times ; and that, immediately before that, 
there fhall be a Deluge of Popery, a general Kil- ling of the Witncfles, a general Falling of a 
Teftimony for Chrift ; I fay, I fhall not determine 
this Queftion -, I fhall only remark- two or three Things farther upon this Ufe, for our Information 
with reference unto all the Churches of Chrift at 
this Day, and particularly with reference unto 
the Church of Scotland, which gives Ground to 
think that we fhall be fent even to Babylon before a 
Deliverance fhall be given unto Us. Fir]}, I remark, That when an univerfal and ge- 
neral Apoftafy and Tyranny doth prevail in any 
reforjned Church, it threatens we fliall go even to 

Babylon 



Babylon before we be delivered : And how far this ! 
has been and is the Cafe with thefe Churches cal- 
led Reformed, any who are acquainted with the Hiftory of them may judge. Why, the Art an 
and Pelagian Herefies have fo raged in the ; 
Churches abroad, that they juft paved a Way for j 
the Man of Sin, and tended to make Antichrift 1 
mount the Throne ; and fo much do thefe pre- 
vail in thofe Churches, which at* leaft havq the ‘ 
Name of Reformed and Proteftant Churches, to- 
gether with the prevailing of AntichriftianTyranny 
among them, that they bode fair for our going 
even unto Babylon, before a Deliverance come. If i 
any ask the Reafon why the reformed Churches j 
are fo dreadfully fallen under the Feet of Anti- | 
chriftian Tyranny, the Spirit of God gives the 
Anfwer of this Qiieftion, 2 Thejf. ii. to, 11, 12. 
Becaufe they received not the Love of the Truth, that j' 
they might be faved: For this Caufe God Jhall fend 
them ftrong Dekfion, that they (hould believe a Lie ; ' 
that they all might be damned who believed not the 
Truth, but had Pleafure in Unrighteoufnefs. This 
ufliered in the Revelation of Antichrift, and this 
paved a Way for that difmal Apoftafy from the 
Chriftian Faith and Profedion, which takes Place . 
at this Day in the Churches of Chrift, and in Scot- , land in particular. 

In the id Place, I remark, That when an tmi- : 

verlal Degeneracy prevails among all the reformed 
Churches, in Practice as well as in Principle, it * 
threatens that the Daughter of Zion, fhall go even 
to Babylon before flie be delivered. How far this 
is the Cafe with us, let any thinking Perfon judge; 
the Truth is not received in the Love of it; the 
Glory of Ghrift is darkned and vailed ; Men de- 
fpife the Grace of God. I think there is notbitfg , more 



more threatens us than an Inundation of Popery 
at this Day ; why, already the Land is overlpread ■with a fearful Overflow of Deifm and Atheifm, 
and of many corrupt'Doftrines fubverfive of the 
pure Truths of the Gofpel of Chrift : And does 
not this bode an Inundation ofPopilh Darknefs, 
that we ftiall be fent even to Babylon before we be 
delivered ? And withal it bodes very ill, that there 
is fuch a Fainting with 'refpeft unto a publick Tefli- »i«7y for Chrift, and the Truths of Chrift. Is it 
not lamentable and ftrange, we defire to fpeak it 
with Grief, that the prefent Church are fo far 
from lifting up a particular Teftimony for the 
particular Truths that are impugned and denied 
in the Day and Time wherein we live, that theyr are with Might and Main endeavouling to run 
down and oppofe the Teftimony that wc have, 
under the good Condudl of our God, been direfted 
to lift^up for the Truth of Chrift, and againft a 
Deluge of Error and Defe&ion from the Truth 
and Caufe of God ? Yea, they are come the Length, 
of flaying and running down fuch as are minting to own this Mite of a Teftimony for Chrift. But 
what is the Matter of running down us ? What 
tho’ we be run down, providing the Truths of 
Chrift, the Rights and Prerogatives of Chrift, were 
maintained? Let our Name and Reputation and all 
go, but let Chrift’s Name and Fame be exalted and 
fet on high. Sirs, I know not if ever I had Occafion 
to fpeak in Cnrift’s Name to fo many of his fcatter- 
ed Flock at once ; allow me, for 1 muft tell’you, that the Daughter oiZ'ion, the Church and People 
of God, "ought not to negleft any publick free 
Teftimony for the Truths of Chrift, and againft 
the Indignities done to him and his Caufe. I think 
it is Matter of Lamentation, and it call? aloud 

E for 



for Mourning at this Day, that, when the Banner 
of a Teftimony is lifted up, fo few gather to it, 
and fo many are endeavouring to bear it down : 
It is Matter of Lamentation, and calls aloud for 
Mourning, Sirs, that the Sins of former Times 
muft be extenuated, covered and palliated : It 
has a threatning Afpeft, that we will not lament 
our own nor our Fathers Iniquities, and return to 
the Lord. This would ‘fay that we lhall go 
even -to Babylon before we be delivered. I have 
obferved likeways with Regret how many Profef- 
fors, through the different Corners of Scotland, in the Year 1732. came with their Teftimonies be- 
fore the Church Judicatures of this Land, rembn- 
ftrating and reclaiming againfl the violent Intruflons 
made upon the Heritage of God : They would 
have been then content to have feen a publick Tejli- 
nony lifted up for Chrift, and his Truth and Caule, 
but, alas, what is become of fome of them now ! 
I fear, inftead of that former Zeal whereby they ■were a (fled, a Latitudinarian Principle prevails with 
them, they have got over their former Striftnefs, 
and can fall in with a boundlefs Toleration for all 
Sorts ofReligion, which will be introduftive of 
of all Sorts of Loofcnefs and Profanity : The 
Hedge of Government is taken down at this Day, 
and the Daughter of Zion lies open to the wild 
Boars of the Foreft to devour her, and the wild 
Reaft of the Field to wafte her. I warn you, in the 
Marne of the Lord, whoever you be that give 
Countenance and Alliftance to the taking down 
this Hedge, tho’ you were the Signet on his right 
Hand, you fhall fmart for it; you fliall fmart for your oppofing a Teftimony for the Goverimmnt 
of Chrift’s Houfe in this covenanted Land : Ybu 
are blinded as to the Gaufe of Chrift at this Day ; and 



and therefore it is, that you are like the Heath 
in the Defert, that does not fee when Good comes, 
and you do not obferve the Operation of his Hand. 
And is not this a threatning Sign we fliall go even 
t<*> Babylon before we be delivered ? I (hall not infift 
farther upon this Ufe; 

But l come, idly. To drop a few "Words by 
Way of Confolation. 

Ifitbe fo, as you have heard, that the greateft 
Extremity of the Church makes Way for a glorious 
Deliverance unto her, then hence fee for our Com- fort a Bow in the Church’s darkeft Cloud, Tho’ 
the Daughter of Zion fhould go forth out of the 
City, tho’ fhd\fliould dwell in the Field, tho’ fhe 
fhould go even Jo Babylo/t, yet there fhall fhe 
be delivered, there the Lord fhall redeem her 
from the Hands of her Enemies : Tho’ fhe fhould 
be in Pain, and labour to bring forth, like a 
Woman in Travail, yet all her Pangs and fore 
Throws, they are all big with a glorious Delive- 
rance, a glorious Deliverance will be the happy If- 
fue of them all : Therefore fear >-ot, IVorm Jacob, 
and fear not, Ifrael my Servant. Let not the Lord’s 
People be too much cafl down, let them not mourn 
as thofe that have no Hope, faying, Our Bones are 
dried, our Hope is loft, and we are cut off for our Parts. 
Let Faith fee Comfort to Zion, fo long as Zion’s 
King remains. Tho’ fhe fhould be brought even to 
Babylon, yet there fhe fhall be delivered; her greateft 
Extremity will make Way for a moft glorious Deli- very unto her. Thus we fay there is a Bow in the 
Church’s darkeft Cloud. Hence we find the Prophet faying, in the 4th of Micah, from the 1 ith Verfe to 
the Clofe of the Chapter, Now dlfo many Nations are 
gathered againft thee, that fay. Let her be defiled, and let 
cur Eye look upon Zion ; but they know not'the Thoughts 
»f the Lord. Thefc Enemies of Zion, they know not 



C 3* ) net the Thoiights of the Lord, what Good the 
Lord iotendeth to bring out of their Ill-will to Zion; 
they know not the Thoughts of the Lord, what 
the Lord is about to do with Zion. When Zion is 
brought even to Babylon, then Zion is looked upon 
by her Enemies as in a very defperate Cafe and Con- 
dition, then the Daughter of Babylon apprehends the 
hath got her Will of Tion. Why, they know not 
the Thoughts of the Lord, neither underftand they 
his Counfel : Their Defign is the Deftruftion of Zion, but the Defign of the Lord, in all this, is a 
moft glorious Deliverance to Zion; and fo it is ad- 
ded in this Place, Therefore he Jhall gather them as 
the Sheaves into the .Floor, namely, the Enemies of 
Zion. What then, Arife and threjh, 0 Daughter of 
Zion, for 1 will make thine Dorn Iron, and I will make 
thy Hoofs Brafs, and thou fait beat in Pieces many Peo- 
ple, and I will confecrate their Gain unto the Lord, and 
their Subftance unto the Lord of the whole Earth. Up 
your Hearts then, O Friends of Zion ! Sirs, I muft 
tell you, they have a terrible Party to deal with 
who meddle with the Daughter of Z/o» to her Hurt; 
for tho’ her Husband frown upon her, yet he will return to her with loving Kindnefs ; tho’ Zion’s 
God Ihould give her the Brim of the Cup to drink, 
yet her Enemies lhall be made to drink the bitter 
Dregs of that Cup before all be done ; yea, I fay, 
the Enemies of Zion lhall drink the very bitter Dregs of the Cup ere all be done. Why then, Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my People, faith your God. Speak ye com- 
fortably to Zion. Rejoice in the Lord, ye Righteous; 
end again, I fay, Rejoice. Surely you have good 
Reafon fo to do. It is a noble Ground of Encou- 
ragement, that Z/o«’s Extremity makesWayfor her 
Delivery; the more her Trouble is increafed^xthe 
more remarkable will her Deliverance be ; the fhar- 
per the Shower is, it will be the Ihorter. Zion 

in 



( 37 )) in this Land, when brought to Babylon, will have a 
lharp Hour, but a lliort Hour. Thou Jhalt go even 

' unto Babylon, and th'ere Jhalt thou he delivered. Faint 
not, then,.ye Friends of our glorious Immanue,,X\\Qy 

.you fliould go even to Babylon. Tho’ 7.ionx the 
Daughter of Zion, fhould go even to Babylon, there 
flie lhall be delivered. Mourn not as thofe who 
have no Hope, for Zion’s God reigned) : Thy God, 0 Zion, reigneth to all Gene: ations; and thy God, O 

t Zion, will give thee Deliverance when in Babylon. 
I Thou Jhalt go even to Babylon, and there Jhalt thou be 
delivered. 

I come, %dly. to concliide this Subjeff in a 
Word of Exhortation. | Is it fo, as you have been _ hearing, that the 
Daughter of Zion lhall even go to Babylon, that 
the State of the Church is like to be darker yet ? 
Why, then, my firft Exhortation to you is, when 
the Daughter of Zion is under a Cloud, and the 
Night like to be darker and darker, then let me ex- 
hort'you all to make fure an Intereft in Chrift, 
and in that fpiritual Redemption from the Tyranny; 
of Sin, Satan and the World, that is purchafe'd 
b/the Lord-Chrift. This is the bell Preparative 
for meeting with the dark and cloudy Day, an In- 
tereft in Chrift, and the Redemption purchafed^by 
him from the Bondage and Tyranny of Sin and 
Satan ; every one of us by Nature are under the 
Bondage and Tyranny of the God of this W orld, the Prince .of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that 
now worketh in'the Children of Difobedience. 
Ye are every jone of you ftill under the Power of 
Sin, who arc Strangers to Chrift, and fo confe- 
quently under the Curfe of the Xaw, under the 
Sentence of a broken Covenant of Works. And 
1 mult tell you, Sirs, thdt, in this everlafting Go- 



fpel, Redemption is publifhed, a purchafedRedem-, 
ption is publiflied unto you. I publifti and pro- 
cl»im this Redemption, this fpirituai Liberty and 
Freedom through the Blood of Chrift, to every 
captive Sinner in all this vaft Aflembly. I pub- 
liih and proclaim this Redemption and Freedom to 
every bound Captive hearing me this Day. I tell 
you, in his Name, it is a Redemption for you ; if 
you be a Captive in Bonds, hear the Proclamation 
the Spirit of God makes of it in the oilfaiah, 
and i ft Verfe, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good Tid- 
ings to the Meek ; he hath fent me to bind up the bro- 
ken-hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captiv'es, and 
the Opening of the Prifon to them that are bound, to 
proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lord, &c. O, if 
the Lord Chrift would be pleafed to proclaim this 
Redemption among you this Day, not in Word 
only, but with Power, and in the holy Ghoft, 
Liberty to the Captives ! O captive Sinner, who 
ever thou art, in thy natural State thou art in Cap- 
tivity and in Bonds, a Bond-Slave to Sin, a Bond- 
Slave to Satan ! Why, we tell you good Tidings 
of great Joy, to you is proclaimed Liberty and 
Freedom, Redemption is proclaimed unto thee. 
Thus faith the Lord, To you, O Prifqner, to yow, 
O dark and dead Sinner, go forth and fliew 
yourfelves; Ihcw yourfelves to be Sinners needing a 
Saviour; fhew yourfelves to the Saviour, to the 
Redeemer, to him who is the mighty God, mighty 
to fave you, the Lord of Hofts able to fave you, 
the merciful God willing to fave you : Thus faith 
the Lord, I that fpeak in Righteoufnefs am mighty to fave, Ifa. Ixiii. t. Mighty to fave from the Tyranny 
and Power of Satan t mighty to fave frtfm the 
Tyranny and Power of Unbelief; mighty to 



fave from the prevailing Evils in thy Heart, let 
them be never fo great, never fo ftrong ; he is a 
mighty and ftrong Redeemer, a Redeemer not on- 
ly by Price, but alfo by Power ; he paid a Price 
of infinite Worth and Value for you, and will 
not you come and take Salvation Irom him ? He 
is a powerful Redeemer, he hath nn Arm that is 
full of Power, an omnipotent Arm, that can with 
one Stroke (fo to fpeak) break afunder the ftrong- 
eft Gates of Brafs, and cut in Pieces the ftrongeft 
Bars oflron. He is not only willing, but able to 

fave to the uttermoft, all that come to God by him, 
feeing he ever liveth to make Intercejjion for them. 
Behold, Sirs, on this laft Day of the Feaft, our 
Lord Jefus (lands and cries, O Prifoners, go forth 
and (hew yourfelves ! O Captives, go forth out 
of Babylon ! Hade, hade, hade ; flee out of Ba- 
bylon, efcape for thy Life ; flee out of the Babylon 
of a natural State, it is the City of Deftrudli- 
on ; hade, flee for your Lives, flee to a Saviour, 
flee to a Redemer; he is (landing (fo to fpeak) with 
Arms wide open to receive you ; the Arms of his 
Love are wide open to receive you, the Arms of 
his Mercy and Grace are wide open to receive you ; 
hade, flee into the City of Refuge for thy Life : 
The Arms of the Saviour are ftretched out to em- 
brace you, w th God’s Welcome, with the Wel- 
come of Gdd, Father, Son and holy Ghoft. O 

: then, Child of the Devil, come and be the Child 
of God! O Swearer, come and fpeak the Lan- 
guage of Canaan, the heavenly Dialeft, the pure 
Language of the City above ! O Servant of Satan, 
come and be the Servant of the living God ! Thou 
art yet out of Hell, and whilft thou art out of Hell, 
thou haft Accefs to a Saviour, Accefs to a Re- 
deemer. O filthy Sinner, come and be waflied 

from 



( 40 ) 
from all ,thine Idols; tho’ thou haft lien among i the Pots, and be as black as Hell with the Stain ; 

of Sin, yet come, thou ihalt appear as the Wings ,! 
of a Owe, wbofe Wings are covered with Silver, and ' 
her Feathers with yellow Gold. What thould hin- ] 
dcr thy Coming to him, who is a Redeemer by Price and Power, one that hath infinite Power to 

■ bring thee, to draw thee, to lejid thee, to guide ! 
thee ? O who can fpeak forth the Glory of this <j Redeemer, the infinite Excellency of this Redeem- ; 
er ! O that fome of this Company, that never yet 
knew this Redeemer, that are in the Babylon of a ' 
natural State, would this Day take hold of his l 'Grace proclaimed in this Gofpel, and would by ' 
Faith apprehend proclaimed Liberty, Liberty to Captives, and the Opening of the Prifons to them , 
that are bound. 

This Exhortation being to all in general •, but to 
Strangers, to fuch as have no laving Intereft in 
Ghrift in particular, I muft therefore add a Word, 
by Way of Motive and Excitement, to fall in with ; the Word of Exhortation. Confider then, O Sin- 
ner, to ftir you up to make fure an Inf’ereft in Ghrift, 
that the Lord is preaching now in a Word of Grace 
and Promifetoyou, but the Lord knows how foon ' 
he-may fend the Daughter of Zion, his Church and 
People, to Babylon, and give us a Famine, not of 
Bread nor of Water, but of the Word of God ; \ 
and O what fhall become of you, in the Day of Vi- * fitation, who have no Intereft in Chrift ! O Sirs, 
we know not how foon the Lord ,may be provoked 
to fay, I will whet my glittering Sword, my Hand fhall take hold of Vengeance, for the ford hath a Sacrifice. ^ 
Where ? Not in Bozrirh, not in the Larwiof'/rtWitf,- 
but in the Church of Scotland, among all th<e Chur- 
ches, for their woful Apoftafy from God, and in treacherous 



treacherous Sco/ZW among the reft, Golpel-de/pi- 
fing Scotland, finning Scotland,' Covenant-breaking 
Scotland, Ghrift-defpifing Scotland. O Sirs, how 
juftly may he whet his glittering Sword amongft 
you, againft you, for youj; Iniquity? And if he 
caufe his Church and People in this Land to go forth 
out of the City, and to dwell in the Field, and fend 
them even to Babylon, O how fad will thy Cafe be, 
thou who art a Stranger to Chrift, to have an angry 

* God, a God out of Chrift meeting thee ! O there* 
/ fore accept of offered Liberty, of an offered Savi~ 

! our, and offered Salvation through him, as ye were 
hearing on Saturday ! Ntm is the acceptedTime, now 
is the Day of Salvation: To-ddy if ye will hear his Voice, 
harden not your Hearts: For to you, even to you, O 
Sinner, is the Word of this Salvation fent. Re- 
ceive it, Sirs, with particular Application, and 
Chrift in it; and fo you will have the beft Prepa- 
rative for, and the beft Prefervative in a ftormy 
Day, in the dark and cloudy Day. 

In the id Place, ■ let me addrefs myfelfin a Word 
of Exhortation, toyou, in an efpecial Manner, who 
profefs the Name of Chrift, who profets to be the 
Friends and Witneffes of Chrift. And 

My Exhortation to you is, O fee to it, and take 
care that you be well rooted in Ghrift Jefus. Is it 
a Time of Darknefs with the Church ? Is it Night 
with the Church and People of God ? And have 
we Ground to apprehend that the Night may grow 
darker yet before the Morning come ? Is the 
Church and People of God, the Paughter of ' Zion, made to go forth out of the City ? Are wc 
threatned to be made to dwell in the Field, and to be fent even to Babylon before Deliverance come ? 
Why, then, O Profeffor, be concerned to be well 
rooted in Chrift, •well rooted in the Truths and 

F Caufe 



Caufe of Chrift. Wc find the Apoftle exhorts to 
this Duty in the 2d Chapter of his Epiftle to the Colofians, and there the 6th and 7th Verfes of that 
Chapter, As you have therefore received Chrifl Jefus 
the Lord, fo walk ye in him, rooted and built up in him, 
and cflablifhed in the Faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein. luith Thankfgiving. We exhort 
you, take home with you that Word of Exhorta- 
tion, Be rooted and built up in Chrift. It is a great 
Matter, Sirs, to be rooted in him ; be rooted in 
Chrift as the Branch in the Vine, as the Branch is 
in the Root. What is that Profeflion of yours, 
Man, Woman, without this, but an empty Profef- 
lion, an empty Shell without a Kernel, an empty 
Shadow without a real Subllance. What fignifies 
all your publick and glaring Profeflion, if you be 
not rooted in Chrift ? What fignifies your publick 
Religion, Profeflbr. who are not rooted in Chrift ? 
Why, I tell you, it is but a grofs Delufion if you 
are not rooted in Chrift. I never like thefe Folks 
Religion, Sirs, that begins firft with the Publick. 
Be concerned'to be firft rooted in Chrift by Faith, 
and then a folid Concern for the declarative Glory 
of God, the Caufe and Intereft of Chrift, will imme- 
diately follow in its due Order. That Concern 
for the Glory of God which flows not from Faith’s 
Views of the Glory of Immanuel's Perfon, is not to 
be regarded. Thofe who are concerned in a right 
Way and Manner for the Publick, they are fuch 
Perfons who have firft come to the Lord Jefus, who. 
have united with him by Faith, and fo are rooted 
in him. Sirs, even tho’ there be fome ambngft you 
who 'have come the Length of adhering to a pub- 
lick Tcftimony for the born-downi Caufe of Chrift 
at this Day, yet are you not rooted in Chrift> Why, Sirs, What will this your Adherence fignify if you be 



be not rooted in Chrift Jefus, by his Spirit talcing 
hold of you, and drawing you to him, and Faith’s 
Outgoing of the Soul from allTbings in a World to 
him alone ? My Friends, try the Master, then ; Faith 
in Chrift, and a faithfulWitncfling for Chrift, gojo- 
gether : And if any pleafe themfelves with an Ad- 
herence to a Teftimony for Chrift and his Caufe, 
without feeking to be rooted in him, and built up 
in him, their Naughtinefs may be fhortly di/cover- 
;ed, for all the Length they have gone : You have 

| but gone with the Footmen, how lhall you contend ! with Horfes ? And what will you do in the Swellings 
i of Jordan ? Stay till you come there, which may 
be ihortly, and then fhall you be difeovered who 
jare not rooted in Chrift. Let none think we fpeak 
this to difeourage the exercifed Believer, or to dif- courage the owning of a T eftimony. This is a plain 
Duty, which the Lord is calling for at the Hands 
of all his Servants and People at this Day, whe- ther they will hear, or whether they will forbear. 
But, Sirs, we want you to own a Teftimony for 
Chrift, from Faith’s Views of the Glory of 
Chrift Seek then to be rooted in Chrift. O 
it is a great Matter to be rooted in Chrift, to 
be built up and eftablifhed in Chrift, There is 
a Gathering together among you in praying Socie- 
ties at this Day ; it is well it is fo ; it is good 
for the Lord’s People to be thus employed in fuch 
a Time as this ; it is goo^ to be meeting 
for Prayer and Chriftian Conference ; tho’ it 
is a Practice that is run <^wn by the polite 
Wits of the Age, yet it is a Duty warranted by 
the Lord, Mat. Hi. i 6. They that feared the Lord 
/poke often onp te another, and the Lord hearknfd and 
heard it, &c, Thus the Duty is good, but, Sirs, 
wc wo\tld have you to conftder, that your being in a Soci- 



^ Society will not do the Bufmefs, unlefs you be l 
rooted in Chrift: For in that Day many will fay, Lord, | 
Lord, we have eaten and drunk in thy Prefence, and thou ■ 
baft taught in our Streets; towhomhe Jhallfay, 1 tell ^ 
you, I know you not whence you are, depart'from me all j ye Workers of Iniquity. No doubt thefe prayed ancTal- | 
To conferred with others about the Matters of God ; therefore Prpfelfors, Members ofChriftian Societies, J 
ftudy to be rooted in Chrift ; for Folks to meet to- < 
gether in Societies, and yet to be Strangers to < 
Chrift, is dangerous. Study above all to be rooted ; 

in Chrift ; do not lit down upon any profoft Ad- herence unto a Teftimony for Chrift ; do not fit 
down upon your praying and converftng one with 
another, feck to be rooted and built up in Chrift, 
otherWays, I teftify unto you, ye have no Part in • 
Chrift, all will be ufelefs to you if ye are not rooted i 
in Chrift: You will be taken by the great Husband- j.j 
man and thrown into Hell-Fire, as Fuel to the Flame of vindictive Juftice, unlefs you be rooted ' 
&nd built up in Chrift. I lhall now conclude this Difcourfe with a . 
few Directions by Way of Motive to excite you to 
iiill in with the Word of Exhortation. 

In the/;y?Plaee, ftudy a clofe, humble and needy ’ 
Dependence on the Lord Jefus Chrift. O be 
Imniblp ! A humble Chriftian is a rare Chriftian. Away with a proud Chriftian ! Meeknefs is among 
the very firft Lcftbiis of Chriftianity. If any Man - 
wUl he my Difciple, let him deny himfelf and take-up 
bis Crofs, and follow me, faith our Lord. O feek i to be humble and felf-denied! Sirs, itis juft the,Or- 
pcpnent of a Chriftian to be denied to himfelf. Agairtr • 

In the 2d Place, If you wouldJiejboted in 
Chrift as ye fttould, ftudy, a clofe, humble and 
Ready Dependence cm him in whom ail your Springs 



are ; To l?t the Word ofChrift dwell in you richly^ 
Hear what he himfell advifeth for y&ur Encourage- 
ment, John v. 7If ye abide in me, and my Words 

, abide in you, ye /ball ask what ye will, and it Jh.dll be 
done unto you. If ye ask, Where is the Word, to 
be found which muft abide in you ?. I anfwer, It. 
is to be found in the Bible which you have put 
in your Hands. In what Part of it ? fay you. I 
anfwer, In every Part of it; juft in all the Bible. 
What think ye of the Scriptures of the. Old Te- 
ftament ? W hy, they are juft the Word of God, 
as well as thofe of the New. The whole Scrip- 
tures are given to be the Standard of Truth for the 
refolving of Controverfies, to be the infallible Rule of Faith and Praftice to his Church in all 
Ages and Periods of the fame, until Time gives 
Place to Eternity; wheh the Church thall be arri- 
ved at her triumphant State ; and then no mo|e ftiall 

i the Bible be needful. We ,advife you, then, to 
abide not only by the Word of the Prophets; but 
alfo by the Commandments of the Apoftles, as you 
have it, 2 Pet. ili. 1, 2. This fecond Epijllc (Be- 
loved) I now write unto you, in both which I fir up 
your pure Minds by Way of Remembrance', that ye may 

j be mindful of the Words which were fpoken before by 
i the holy Prophets, and of the Commandment of us the 

jdpofles of the Lord and Saviour. What are the 
Words ye are to be mindful of? You have them 
in that 2d Verfe theWords which were fpoken by 
the holy Prophets under the Old Teftamcnt, and 
the Commandments of the Apoftles of Chrift under 
the New. Thefe are the Words ofChrift which 
we are called to lay up in our Hearts, that we 
may not fin againft him. 

idly. If ye would be rooted ia Chrift, in a 
(hiking Day and Time, I advife you, next to 

you* 



( 4* ) your Bibles, to make Ufe of our Confeflion of 
Faith. We have Reafon, Sirs, to blefs God who 
fo remarkably direfted the Compilers of our excel- 
lent Confeffion of Faith. What are Confeflions 
of Faith; Sirs ? Why, they are the publick Con- 
feflions of the Churches concerning the divine 
Truths they receive and believe, in Oppofltioo to 
the grofs Errors vented in thefe Dregs of Time, 
in Oppofition to the Indignities done to the Truth 
of God contained in his Word. Read our Con- 
feflion of Faith, and there you will fee the Truths 
of God drawn out of the Word of God in an or- 
derly and diftinft Manner, for our Inftruftion, Er 
dification and Eftablifhment in the Truth. Like- 
ways I recommend it to you to read and confider 
the Form of Presbyterial Church-Government, Di- 
reftory for Family-Worfhip, Sum of favingKnow- 
ledge, and Books of Difcipline ; all which you 
have along with the faid Confeffion of Faith. It 
hath been obferved of this Country, they can gene- 
rally fpeak lefs for their Principles than Papifls 
.can do for theirs. Why, the Reafon is, they are 
not concerned to know them, and fo it comes to 
pafs that they are fo eafily beaten out of them. 
Again, 

In the 4th Place, If you would be rooted in 
Ghrift and his Truths, O then pray much for the Spirit of Chrift, that he may guide you into all 
Truth, and that ye maybe kept in the High-Way, 
Ye know in a dark Night Men commonly lofe their 
Way- 11 it is fo dark a Night, O then pray for the Leader to break up your Way ! Keep your 
Eye upon your Leader, look to him, that he may 
lead in a plain Path, becaufe ofyour Obfervers. I am afraid I have infifted too long. I lhall 
only add another Advice, and conclude with it. 



If it is fo, that the Church’s greateft Extremity 
makes Way for a glorious Deliverance unto her, 
and that, tho’ Ihe fhould go even to Babylon, yet 
there lhall Ihe be delivered, then I will advife you 
to live in the Faith and Hopes of a glorious De- 
livery to the Church and People of God. Wait 
and pray for her Delivery ; you have good Ground 
to hope for that happy Time, becaufe he that has 
faid, Thou jhaltgo even to Babylon, has alfo laid, 
There ftjalt thou be delivered. What you have lb 
good Ground to hope for, ye Ihould be waiting 
for, and praying for in a Way of Faith. O cry 
for his Coming ! Lift up a Prayer for the Remnant 
that is left! O cry that he may return in Mercy 
to Jerufalem, that he may haften a Deliverance 
to his Church and People, whatever Way he fees 
meet ! O plead that the Wheel of Providence 
may move fwiftly towards the favouring of Zion t 
Cry, cry. Let the Time to favour Zion come, 
even the Time that thou baft fet ! O cry for a 
returning God, and a returning Glory ! O cry for 
his Return to Scotland our native Land, for his Re- 
turn to every one of us ! We are all under fad 
Symptoms of his Anger at this Day, therefore, O 
lift up a Prayer for his Retnrn ! For your En- 
couragement, Sirs, who are concerned for his Re- 
turn, we tell you; you may die in the hopeful 
Frofpeft and Faith of it, tho’ you Ihould not live 
to fee it, and it may be, Sirs, you may live 
to fee it : But whether ye live to fee it or riot, 
die in the Faith that that Palfage ofScripture lhall 
be made out (in this Land) which you have ih the 
(6th of Ifaiah, from the both to the iyth Verfe, 
Rejoice with Jerufalem, and be glad with her, all 
ye that love her ; rejoice for Joy with her, all ye that 
mourn for her ; that ye my futk and be fatisfied 

with 



ix th the Breajls of her Confoiaticns, that ye may milk out and he delighted with the Abundance of her Glory : ' 
For thus faith the Lord, Behold I will extend Peace 
to her like a River, and the Glory of the Gentiles 
like a flowing Stream. Then fall ye fuck, ye fall be 
born upon her Sides, and be dandled upon her Knees : 
As one whom his Mother comforteth, fa will I comfort 
you, and ye fall be comforted in Jemifalem. And 
when ye fee this your Heart fall rejoice, and your 
Bones f»ll flour if like an Herb, and the Hand of the 
Lord fall be known towards his Servants, and his In- 
dignation towards his Enemies. 

Now, to conclude, O may the Time to favour 
Zion, the fet Time come ! May he build up Zion, 
and appear in his Glory ! May all his Followers 
be confirmed and kept in the Way of Truth, led 
in a plain Path in a dark Day, becaufe of their 
Enemies, and kept, by the Power of God, 
through Faith unto Salvation. 

FINIS, 






