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THE 

Author to tke R r. a D e r. 

READER, 
late vifioruan^frui- 
ibove,’ the greateft coimnunion with ■ver attain unto the h the other. Now, 

t up in this union and 
ereby to fit and dif- 

NEX T to the full and 1 tion of the'God ofj happinefs of fouls lie s in 11 Chrili here : Nor indeedj <'ne, without an acquaiif to bring thee into and butufl communion with Chriit, and .. pole thee, for that glorious vinon and fruition above, is the principal defign of. the enfuiug difeo.urfe. if 
thou requirell a reafon of the publication hereof, I defire thee to fatisfy thyfelf with this; God in his all- wife and h£>ly providence, hath feen good now tor feveral months to call the unworthy autflhr out of liis vineyard; and lodge hint in a lick chamber ; and 
he aifo leetns to be fpeedj^j cajlmg hitn out of this world, and to bring that night uppfff.'^im, 'wherfeift ho man can work; wherein nothing.^:to be done, either for God pf'man’s foul, Jabni*. 4. And being 
never like todtfjnare for Chrid im. earth; he was willing in hopes H8» dear UO'rd’s king- dom, in the drawyig^of finnUk to him; and Up of^faints in hint,' and ^pansiunion wtthsdnufj, to make t^^^oor^ contemplations public. Cod'was few years fince, to niake a mofAtthan f the preachings of them, many fouls 

vt» his grace efpouled to Chfift, and more bn ugfe^t Heater to him thereby ; and had"^ not fom« hopes that he would alio, through that fame gPace of bis, make fomc ufe of the reading of them for thy 



iv The Author to the Ruder. 
good, and the good of others, I think they had ne- ver feen the light. Thy good then, and Chrift’s glo- ry in the enlargement of his kingdom, is the thing aimed at herein; which the good Lord by his grace 
accompliih. I am lying daily by the brink of the grave, waiting upon the will, and for the call of my 
Sovereign Lord; the only reafon fwaying with me to defire life, next to the more thorough-working out my own falvation, is to reveal, and make known Chrift to fouls, and to publilh the glad tidings of peace and falvation to a loft and finfnl world : But if God will make no further ufe of me that way, his will be done. I comfort myfelf with what an holy man 
fpeaks, “ Sinlefs glorifying of God, (faith he) is bet- ter than finful glorifying of God.” His meaning I fup- 
pcfe is, that it is better to glorify God in a finlel's, than a finful (late: Truly here we fin in our beft a&ions; and 
if we bring a little glory to God, yet wo and alas ! how much diftionour do we alfo bring him ! And what Iniquities do there cleave to our moft holy things! above, we {half glorify him without finning; we fhall love him, praife him, admire him, 
adore him, delight in him, and afcribe glory to him, without the leaft taint or tindlure of fin cleav- ing thereuntp; having not only all tears wiped off cur eyes, but which is infinitely, infinitely, infinitely better, all fin purged from our hearts and a&ions. 
Farewel. I leave thee, and this poor treatife, to the blefling of heaven. * 



To the Reader. 
THERE are two main ends, for which the Gof- 

pel Miniftry is ordained ; the one is, the win- ning of fouls and bringing them into Chrilt; the other is the edification and building up of fuch as are already brought in. It hath pleafed Ghriil, the Head of the Church, who diftributed gifts in order to the Salvation of men, unto whom and in what meafure he pleafeth, to furnifii the Author of this difcourfe with good abilities as to both thefe works. As to the firft, the Lord hath given him a peculiar gift, to qualify him above many, to preach the gof- pel for the winning of fouls; and the grace of God in him did inflame his heart with ardent defires, and did excite great longings in him after the converfion of fouls : And he was pleafed to crown his own gifts and graces in him with great fuccefs ; * many a ioul having been turned unto God by his labours. And it having pleafed God, to caft the Author imo a lan- ! gnilhing difiemper for fome months, whereby he was wholly taken off from his work in preaching, fo great did the defire of doing good to fouls remain in Jiim, and fuch were the yearnings of his bowels towards them, that being not able to fpeak to them any long- er out of the pulpit, he could not fatisfy himfelf, bu t he muft needs fpeak to them in this fmall trad: 
wherein his great fcope and principal defign is, to ! allure and draw fouls unto Chrifl. as to the matter 
•f the r*reatife, I need fay little, - it will fufikientiy fpeak fo^tfelf; only thus much 1 may lay. Union with Chrtfi. is the foundation of our. happinefs. ( he 
*that Chrift in us is the hope of pt have any fur* or found title to glory, but by union wjih Cnrili ; 

d, are faved by being brought un- :ir Head, Eph. i. ro^ 1 hat in the 
; jrt * 'See Calom/s account of the liver and fufferings of tire 
’ ^ j7* vu»- u, . 



6 ftff R E A D S R. 
^ifpenfation of the fulnefs of time, he might gather together in one all thing* in Chrift ; that he might bring them under one head : So Zanchy and others interpret the Greek word there ufed : The Son of God incarnate, is the true Vine into which the eledt are implanted. There are but two roots of man- kind, the firft and the fecond Adam; the firft Adam is the root of fin and death unto ah that abide in 
him; the feeond Adam is the root of righteoufnefs and life unto all, who are implanted into him. The fcope of this difcourfe is to perfuade men not to be content to abide in the root upon which they natur- ally grow, viz. the root of the firft Adam, but to> feek after a newrelationunto Chrift the fecond Adam. 
The arguments by ■which the author preffeth fouls to come to Chrift, are moft pathetical and ftrong ; and 
as there is a vein of heavenly affedfion, which run- neth through the whole body of the difcourfe, to al- 
lure fuch who are yet ftrangers to the Lord Jefus, to fall in love with him; lb there i£ much folid matter 
interwoven, whereby thofe who are already called, 
and have attained to feme acquintance with 1'pirituai things, may receive farther advantage. It pjeafeth^ 
the All-wife God to leave the Author at a great un- 
certainty as to life; the Lord hath kept him in the iurnancc long, but he hath chofen and refined him in it; and whether it be in this, or in the other World, that he lhall pleafe to bring him forth, they 
who have moft inftmate cOnverfe with him, are per- fuaded, he will come forth as gold. The Lord grant. 
That the fame prefence of Divine Grace, which at- tended thoie Sermons in preaching of them, may ac^v, company them in the Publication, that marfy more' 
Souk may be enamour’d and drawn to the Love of j jb.it fairelt of ten thoufands, the Lor^j Jefus lo, knov. ing him, and adhering to him^-Macypp^y be saved eternally by him, by whom all that havemcen, ire or lhall be laved, are brought to fife and glory : 

Nj plays the unworthieft of Christ’s Seivuuts, * J o y n K e v. v. " * 



The S*ng of Simeon ; or, Death made defreahle, Luke i. 27. &c. 
1 T OR D, at thy temple we appear, 1 J As happy Simeon came, And hope to meet our Saviour here ; O make our joys the fame! 
2 With what divine and vaft delight 

The good old man was fill’d, - When fondly in his wither’d arms He clafp’d the holy Child 1 
3 “ Now I can leave this world,” he cry’d, 

“ Behold, thy fervant dies; “ I’ve feen thy great falvation, Lord, 
“ And clofe nay peaceful eyes. 

4 <t This is the light prepar’d to.ftine “ Upon the Gentile lands, 
“ Thine Ifr’el’s glory, and their hope, “ To break their flavilh bands.” 

X5 Jefus'l the vifion of thy face 1 Hath overpow’ring charms ! •. Scarce {hall I feel death’s cold embrace. If Chrift be in my arms, .. 
<5 Then will ye heaf my heart-firings break, How fwtet my minutes roll ! w. 

A mortal palenefs on my cheek, . And glory in ray foul.] * 

The loft Judgment, Rev. xju. 6, y, g.- - 
t O EE where the great incarnate God. >3 Fills a majeftic throne, WhiJft from the Ikies his awful voice Bears the laft judgment down. 



( 8 ) 
[a “lam the firft, and I the laft, “ Through endlefs years the fame; 

I AM \z my memorial ftill, “ And my eternal name. 
3 “ Such favours as a God can give, “My royal grace beftows : “ Ye thirfty fouls, come tafte the ftreams “ Where life and pleafure flows.] 
4 “ The faint that triumphs o’er his fin?, “ I’ll own him for a fon ; ^ “ The whole creation (hall reward “ The conqueft he has won. 
y “ But bloody hands and hearts unclean, . “ And all the lying race, «* The faithlefs and the fcoffing crew, 

“ That fpurn at offer’d grace, 
6 “ They fhall be taken from my fight, '^Soutid faft in iron chains, 

“ And headlong plung’d into the lake “ Where fire and darknefs reigns.”] 
y O may I ftand before the Lamb, When earth and feas are fled ! 

And hear the Judge pronounce my name 
With blefilngs on my head : 

8 May I with thofe for ever dwell. Who here were my delight, While finners banifh’d down to hell 
No more offend my fight. 



THE BEST MATCH; 
OR, THE -p* 

Soul’s Efpoufal to CHRIST. 
From 2 Cor. xi. 2. I have efpoufed pu to one Huf~ 

band, that 1 may prejent pu a chatle Virgin unto CH R IS T. 
CHAP. I. 

Wherein an Introduction is made unto our intended 
Difcovrfe, the Foundation thereof laid, and the Mat- . iers to be inquired into in our Procedure therein pro- ptfed. 

ANEW Covenant relation to Chrid. is certainly a concern of the greateft weight, and higheif importance to the fons of men of any in tlje world; ’tis what lies at the foundation of all true hSppinefs, both in time and eternity ; without it (as a learned Divine hath well obferved) we are not Chriftiaus, we are only the carcafes of Chriftians ; nor may we ex- ped any faving advantage by any thing that Ch^ift bath either done or fuffercd for poof Tinners: And th's relation, of fo much weight and importance to 
' IJS, the fcripturereprefents under various notions and expreflions' tons : ’Tis reprefented to us, fometirries under the nction of a king apd fubjefls ; hefice Chriit is called King of faints : Sometimes under the notion 

of a Father and his children; hence lie is called the tverlaf ing Father; and they are his own words unto God the Father: Beheld l,. and the children which 
th*H baft given me. Sometimes, •under the notion of hpad and members ; hence Chrift is fa id to be the bead 
of the body' the, Chinch; and on the other hand, be- lievers are laid to be the body of Ckrijl, and' members .o/te of another. And to mention no more,’ .'fonieuinw 
as m my text, and frequently elfewhere) ’tis reprs- 

E * . " ' ^ 



Jo The Beji Match : Or, 
fsnted to us under the notion of a hufbtnl and ■wife, bridegroom and bride, or the foal's efpou- fal to Chrilt as its own and only huiband: and under 
this notion 1 ftall, God affifting, fpeak a little of it, and but a little, ho more than to make way for a pradHcal defign I have in my eye, which is to woo and 
al)ure poor fouls into an efpoufal or marriage cove- nant with this BldTed hufband, the Lord Jefus Chrift. That then, which is before us to be treated of, is 
the marriage or efpoufal between Chrift and believ- ers ; and the better to make way hereunto, you may pbferve, that there is a threefold marriage, as relat- 
ing to Ghrift and us. I. There is the perfonal marriage, and that is be- tween the Perfon of the So:; of God, the fecond Per- fon of the Trinity, and our nature: This Calvin verbyrn ir.farnatwn,, the incarnate word; or, p, the Qvangailjl exprtfles it, the word made fiefb, 
] thn i. 14. This we generally call the hypcdiatical 
union. J 1 here is the myftica! marriage, and that is be- 
tween the perfon of Chrift, God-man, and the perfon of believers, as militant here on earth ; whole Chrift, and thp whole,believer being made onethis the apo- ftle Calls, A iking joined to the Lord, ard being one fhl.it with him. 1 Cor. vi. 17. and this we ufually 
Cif'l the fpiritual Union. 3. There is the heavenly marriage: and that is bet ween Chrift and the Church triumphant above; v.hich indeed is the confummation of the two for- 
mer ; and this 1 would call the glorious union, and v bat that is 1 can’c tell, but do hope am going to fee. ' in the firft of thefe lies the foundation of all our 
bappinefs; by the Second, yve are brought into an 
ifiijial participation of it; by the third, we are put iaUi the full polfeffion and enjoyment thereof for ever. Now His neither the firft, nor the laft, but fedondof 
t’-.eie that the ApojUe here (peaks of, when he laith, / have efpotifeJ yen to one lush and, even to Chriji: Wji'ch accordingly I fhall make the fubjedl ofmy en- 

. ( 



the Soul's Efpmtfal to CHRIS T. 11 
filing difcourfe; which, as alio the fum of the apo- ftles intendment, you may take in this ihort pofuion, viz. 

“ That there is a bleffed efpoufal, or marriage- 17 relation between Chrirt and believers; or 
“ that believers are married or efpoufed to “ Ghrift, as their only Huibind.” 

1 have efpoufedpou, fays the apoftle, to one husbandi not to many, but to one ; and who is that ? why Chrift, God-man : So the next words declare, / have efpoufed you to one husband, that 1 nay prejent you as a chafe virgin to Chriji. The fame is alfo held forth in other fcriptures, John iii. 29. He that hath the 
Bride, is the bridegroom, faith John Baptijl concern- ing Ghrift and his Church : And again. Rev xxi. 9. 
Come hither, fays the angel to John, and ! v.-il!fhenv 
thee the bride, the Lamb s •wife : I hat is, th§ churchj which is the wife and fpoufe of Chrift; but 1 tor-bear. What this efpoofal or marriage relation between- Chrift and believers is ; a? alfo how 'in made op and 
accomplifhed, are the principal things to be enquired into, for the clearing of what lies before us ; which therefore I fhall addrefs myfetf unto, 

CHAP, If 
The Efpotifal or Marriage relation between Chrif and 

believers opened i and the import thereof laid down in-five things. 
BU T what is this efpoufal or marriage-relatioft 

between Chrift and believers ? The apoftle fpeaking of it, calls it agreat myfiery; Thii (iailh he) is agreat myfiery ; but l /peak concerning Chr fit and and his church, bph. v.-js. 1 fpeak of that Ipjritual marriage that is between Chrift and his people, which indeed is a great myltery, that is an hiduen fecret thing; a thing hid from human reatbn, and pot to be underftood but by divine revelation, and the light of the holy (pirit. So far as we apprehend it, yoti 
may take this fhort account in genetai of it: ’Pis 

B *' 



12 The Beji Mitch : Or, 
that fpiritual conjunction or relation that is between Chrift and believers, between the perfon of Chrift,* 
and the perfons of believers, arifing from his inhabi- tation in them by his fpirit, and their elofing with hini by faith. Much might be faid for the open- ing of this general conclufion; but I fhall Wave it, 
ami give you the true nature of the thing under out- Jideration : more particularly, as carrying thefe five things in it, vJz. 

I. Free and cordial donation. II. Near and intimate union. ' HI. Sweet and lafling communion. IV, Strou" and ardent affection. V. MuttiM-reft and complacency for ever. 
1. This dpoufol or marriage-relation between Chiift and believers, carries in it a free and cordial 

dsaaliuu; a giving of themfelves each to other. In 
iharriages or efpoufais, the Parties give themfelves each to other; the hulhand gives himfelf unto the wife, and the wife by way ot return, gives herielf unto the hufhand ; they confirm to take each other 
in tliat relation, rfinl accordingly to give up them- fetves each to other. So in this ipiritua! efpoufal, or marriage-rtlation between Chriff and his people, There is a giving of themfirkes each to other ; they conient to take each other, and accordingly to give up themfelves each to other,  Chritt, on the one hand, gives himfelf uauo the foul; I will be thine, fays he, to the foul ; thine to love thee, to 
fave thee, to make thee happy in me, and with me : 1, with all my riches and treafures, will be fully and for evea thine, l'will be fur thee; that is the Lan- 'guage of his efpoufed love unto the foul, Hof. iii. 5. .And oh, how fweet is this language! What can Chrift give to poor fouls like himfelf ? In giving 

r himfelf, be gives the belt gift that either heaven or earth affords: In giving himfelf, he gives life, he gives peace,, he gives grace, he gives righteoufnefs, he gives the favour of God, he gifes heaven, he 
gives aJJv Q fweet gift! On the other hand, 



th< S»urs Efpoufal /«'CHRIST, i $ 
the foul by way of return, gives him felf to Chrift: I will be thine, fays the foul to Chrift, I will be for thee, and not for another: Hence Vra faid, They gave theinfeivet to the Lord, 3 Cor. viii. 5. They freely and willingly yielded up themfelves to Chrift, 
to be his, and his for ever: Sweet J’efus-, inch, as I- am, and have, I give to thee. 1 am a poor, a for- ' ry gift (f*ys the foul) infinitely unworthy of thine acceptance; my belt is too bad, my all is too little 
for thee : but feeing ’tis thy pleafure to call for, and accept of fuch a gift at my hands, I do with my 
whole foul give up myfeif, tny ftrength, my time, 
my talents, my all for ever to thee. Aad.tho’ the truth is, this be a fbrry gift, yet you little, think how pleafing, how grateful it is to Chrift, and what a value he*puts upon it. You'have the whole of this 
owned and aflerted by the Spoule, Cajit. ii. 16. .My beloved is mine, and l am his. H. This efpoufal or marriage-relation betweeir Chrift anci believers, carries in it a near and intimate union. In marriage there is a very near union and conjunftion between the parties; as they give up themfelves each to-other, fo they become one-each 
with other ; They are no more twain, but one fiejh, Matth. xix. 6. So in this efpoufal or marriage- 
relation between Chrift and believers, tliere is a very near union and conjunction between them, they two are made one; and thus the Apoftle fets forth the marriage between Chrift and them, Eph. v. 31, 32 . 
For this caufe Jhall a man leave his father and mother, and fall be joined unto his wife, and they two fall 
be one jlejh. This is a great myfery ; but I fpeak con- eerniug Chrift and the church ; that is, I fpeak of the- marri.ige-relation- winch i* between Chrift and the 
church which confifts in union : Hence alfo believers are paid to be joined to the Lord, and to- be- one fpirit ‘U.ilIf ism, 1 Cor. vi. jy. So that efpontfing,to Chrift, and being joined to Chrift,. are all one. f he truth U, 
herein lies the very foul and fubftaurc of,this fpiritu- af marriage, viz. luafpiiitual union between Chrift 

* 3 



*4 Tht Reft Match: Tind the believer : Tho’ Chrift and the foui were tw* 
before, two that were ftrangers each to other, yet in this marriage or efpoufal they become one, and fo one, as that all the world can never make them two again, never dilfolve this union.- By this ufiial, but 
ef all others tneft pleafant metaphor of a bridegroom and bride (as a learned man hath- obi'erved) is ex* 
preftsd' and fet forth the fpiritual union that is between 
Chrift and the churchy Chrift and every holy foul. And this union is a full union, an union between the 
whole perfon of Chrift, and the whole perfou of the believer ; the whole perfon of Chrift is united unto the believer, and the whole perfon of the believer is united unto Chrift.. Neither is our foul alone (laith » 
learned man) joined with the foul of Chrift alone ; nor is our ftejh alone joined with the flefh of Chrift a- 
low; but the whole perfon- of every believer is truly, joined with the whole perfon of Chrift. i. On the one hand, the whole perfon of Chrift is united to the believer; the believer’s union with Chrift, is neither with the divine or human nature confidered apart; but it is with the whole perfon eonfifting of both natures: and indeed, elfe they could- not be laid to be united to Chrift; for neither of the natures confidered apart, is Chrift : we cannot lay, that the divine nature is Chrift, or that the hu- 
man nature is Chrift; but Chrift is both the divine and hpma^i nature, God-man, in one perfon. Chrift. (faith a learned man) /'/ not a name of either nature, but of the perfon conftfting of both natures, together 
with his ojfiee. Beiides, were we united only to one mature, and not to the whole perfon-of Chrift, what would our union avail-us? Surely it would be vain and inefFe&uaL W ere we.united to the human na- 
ture only, and not to the divine, then to be fare our union muft be ineffectual; for Cbrilt hirnlelf tells us, That it is the Jpirit which qukkneth, the jhjh projitcfh nothing, John vi. 6 j. I hat is (as judicious inter- preters expound it) the flefh, or Intman nature of Chi ift • confidered alone, and with put the influence 



tie Souls Efpoufal ^CHRIST. i J 
of the divine, availeth nothing to fouls as to their fpi- ritual or eternal good: Nor indeed can the human 
nature of Chrift, without the divine, give grace, or any fpiritual good thing. On the other hand, were we united to the divine nature alone, and not to the human, then our union would be as ineffeftaal; for how full foever the divine nature is of grace and life 
in itfelf, yet nothing can thence be derived and com- municated to us, but by and through the humanity. And indeed, as the humanity profiteth nothing with- out the divinity ; fo l may fay, the divinity will pro- fit us nothing without the humanity. Hence it is, that Chrift fo often fpeaks of eating his flejh, and drinking Lis blood; and withal afferts the neceflity thereof in order to life and happineis by him, John vi. 53, 54, 55. W hat doth eating his jlefh and drinking his blood: lignify, but an union with his humanity ? And there- fore in wrr. 56. he addeth, He that eatelh my ftejhr and drinket h my Hood, dwelleth in me and I in him j which is an expreffion of union : and without this,, we have, we can have no life, no grace from him. In a word, as the humanity hath nothing to give or communicate to us, no life, no grace, no fpiritual bleffing without the divinity ; fo the divinity is in- communicable to us without the humanity, and there- fore were our union with the one only, without the other, it muft needs be ineffeaual. 1 will clofe this with the faying of an eminent divine; , “ Although “ all life, all falvation floweth from the fulnels of the Deity that is in Chrift, yet notwithftanding k is not “ communicated to us but in the fleflt, and by the “ fldh of Chrift. For the Deity is the fountain. 
“ whence all good things flow, life and falvation ; “►but the flelh, or humanity, is as the channel by “ which all tliele good things, and all gifts and graces 
“ are derived unto us; therefore unlefs a man appre- M; hendeth this channel, and be united to it, he can- “ not peffibly be made a partaker of thefe waters “ which do fiow from this fountain.” 

Dfl the other hand, the whole perftn of thelc: 



1 6 The Befi Match ; Or, 
fiever U united to Chrill; not his foul only witliout his body, qor yet his body, only without his foul, but his whole perion confiding of both foul and body ia 
eonjunftiojn : As Chrift is the Saviour, lb he is the head of the whole perfbn of every believer, for he faves none but thofe whom he is head unto : And as Chrift is the head of, fo he muft have union with the 
whole perfon of every believer; for his being an head, implies union, and that union muft extend as far as his neadfhip doth, even to the whole perfon : In fhort, the believer’s foul is united to Chrift; there- fore faith the apoftle, i Cor. vi. 17. He that is joined to the Lord, is one fpirit; and the believer’s body is 
united to Chrift, and therefore the bodies ef believ- ers are faid to be members of Chrifi, 1 Cor. vi. 1 
Thus this union is a full union, and as it is a full, fo it is a very near anion. Next to thofe two great uni- ons, the dfential union, the the union of the three 
Perfons in one and the fame divine effenee, and the perfonai union; the union of the two natures, divine and human, in the perfon of Chrift ; this is the near- eft union. Hence it is expreffed, fometimes by their being in each other, John xiv. 20. Ye fall know, that' / am in the Father, and you in me, arid I in you : Some- times by their dwelling in each other; John vi. y6. He that eateth my fief, and drinketh my blood, dvcell- eth in vie, and 1 in him. And what can be nearer than to be, and dwell in each other ? It is a nearer union than that between the hufband and the wife, for that union may be broken, and is at laft; but this 
never is, never can be broken, as in its place will be fhewn. HI. This efpoufal, or marriage relation between Ghrift and believers, carries in it feill and iafting'com- 
RVunion. In marriage-relation there is a full and free communion between the parties, both in what they 
are, and what they have : The hulband admits the • wife into a participation in all he is and hath; on the other hand, he communicates with her in all (he is 
and hath ; and indeed union is in order to cotEmu- 



I the Soul's Efpoufal to CHRIST. 17 
nion. So here, in the efpoufal, or marriage-relation between Chrift and believers, there is a full and free communion between them in all they are and have. On the one hand, Chrift communicates himfelf unto the believer, he admits him into a felfowlhip and par- ticipation with him in all his riches and fulnefs; hence 1 is that, Johni. 16. Of his fulnefs kavfwe all received, I1,' and grace for grace: Verfe 14. he is faid to be full of 

j grace: And w'hat grace is that ? Why, all graces, I perfonal grace, purchafed grace, grace of privilege, | and grace of influence : And here it is faid, that of 
I his fulnefs have nue all received t not feme only, but |j all, great and fmall have received: and that not in j a low, poor fcanty meafure only, but in great abun- : dance 5 therefore’tis added, and grace for grace; or grace upon grace, heaps of grace, grace in a plentl- • ful manner, all grace needful for the foul, righte- 

oufnefs. remiflion of fins, fandfificalion, renova- ll tion of the Spirit, and the like. Look, whatever j Chrift is, or hath, which believers are capable of, it 
1 is all theirs, and they all hold communion with him j|. therein : His beauty is theirs ; and how black and de- ll formed foever they are in thcmfelves, yet they are j fair and comely in him; Hence faith the Spoilfe, t am black but comely, Cant. i. 5. thatjs, black in my- felf, but comely in Chrift ; black by nature, but come- ly by the Redeemer’s grace ; cosnely through the come- I , linefs •which heputs upon me, Kzek. xvi. 14. His righ- 

teoufnefs is theirs; and how guilty and unrighteous foever they are in themfelves; yet in him they are j righteous, and do ftand perfedly righteous in the I fight of Cod : Hence his name is faid to be, 7ke Lord our rightedufnefs, Jer. xxiii. 6. and they are faid to be made the righteoufnefs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. His privileges and dignities are theirs: and how vile 
. and bafe foever they are in themfelves, yet in him. they are highly dignified and advanced. Is he a Son ? 

V are they through him : To as many as received him, 
j ° 'tl{b&ave l>0'wer t0 become the Sons of God, even believe on his name, John i. 1 2. Is he an. 
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heir, and heir of God ? So are they, they are hciVs,- yea, co-heirs ’with him of God* Rom. viii. 17. Is he ' beloved by the Father, and that with a choice ami fingular love P .fo are they, they are beloved in hinv 
Ephef. i. 6. yea, they are beloved with the lame love wherewith he is beloved by the Father, John xvii. 
Is-he a king ? are they, he hath made them, and doth make them all kings, and they do, and fhali reign with him for ever, Rev. i. 6. .Is he in heaven, 
in pofletfion of happinefs and glory ? lirare they : Hence they are faiot lofit together with him in heaven- ly places, Ephef. ii. 6 What lhall I fay ? his glory is theirs, The glory which thou gov eft me (faith we to his Father) I have given them, John x-vii. 22 Yea, all 
his divine fulnefs is theirs; and how empty and im- perftcl foevef they are in themfelves, yet they are Y’irU& titiA complete in him, and in his fttlnels ; Cols it. 9, lot In him dwelleth all the fitlnefs of the God- head bodily; bodily, that is, truly, perfeftiy, un- changeably, and not typically only, as in the temple 
ef old. All the fulnefs and perfe&ion of the God- head dwelleth truly and perfeftly in hiu1 : And what j then? Wiry it follows, and ye are complete in him, q d. | You ire poor and empty things in yourfelves, but 1 

your head and Hofband hath all the fulnefs of the God-head in him, and it is always in him; for it dwelleth in him, and it is all yours, and you do com- municate with him in all, fo far as you are eapab’e 
of it, to complete you both in grace and glory. Thus Chrilt communicates himfeif unto the believer, and admits him into a participation with him in all he is and hath. On the other hand, Chrift partakes and holds com- 
jruniem with believers in all they are and have: and what is their all ? Truly a poor all; in and of them- fdves they have nothings but iins and forrows, guilt and aflliiftion. Indeed, in marrying of them^ he gives them gifts, graces, comforts and the and having given them thefe, he holds conj£. :0 with them in all ; their gifts and grace0 



the SouPj Efpoufal /<? CHRIST. 19 
and comforts are his : But, I fay, in and of them- felves they have nothing but forrows and fins, gnd he in a fort holdeth communion 'ivith them in both: Hence it is faid, that in all their affiifthns he is af~ fiifled, Ha. Ixiii. 9. He looks upon their forrows as his, and their fuf- ferings as his. I was an httngred, and ye gave me no meat ; I was thirjly, naked, imprisoned, See. Algtth. 'xxv. 42. 43. And often (you know) in feripture, their fufferings and affli&ions are called the fufferings and afflictions of Chrift: And why the fufieringp and afflictions of Chrift ? Not only, becaufe for the moll part they fuffer for his fake ; but alio becaufe ha fuffereth and is affl Cled in them, and with them : He communicates with them in their afflictions: And, as in their forrows, fo alfo iu fame fort in their fins too : Hence he calls their fins, as well as their afflic- tions, his : Mint iniquities have taken hold upon me, f/al. xl. 12. Which Luther, and others underfiand of Chrift, fpeaking of our fins, and calling them his. Not, my beloved, that he doth admit of any the leaft ftain, or tinCture of finful defilement upon himfelf, but he fo looks upon our fins as his, as to take them off from us, and looks upon himfelf re- 
fporfible to the Father’s jultice for them : So he -was faid to be made fm far us, 2 Cor. v. 21. O what 
grace is here! 1 clofe this head with a great and fwee,t faying, which I have read in one of the an- cients, fuitnble to this purpofe. “ The like fweet 
f names are not to be found, by which the fweet “ affeClions of Chrift and the foul are expreffed each “ toother, as thofe of the bridegroom and the bride; for why, all things are common with them, no- 
“ thing proper, having nothing feparate and apart “ each from other ; they have both one inheritance^ “ one houle, one table, one marriage-bed, alfo one “ fielh:” The lum is, they communicate with each Other in all they are and have. IV. This efpoufal or marriage relation betwegh 
yhrift; and believers, carries in it ftropg and ardent 
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affe&ioft. In a marriage-relation, there is the dear- 
eft, ftrongeft, and moft intimate afFeftion that is to be found among the children ©f men : ’Tis a relation made up of love : Love is not only a concomitant of marriage, but it is even a part of it, and is eflential 
to it: In marriage, hearts muft be joined as well as hands, or they are not right: So here in this fpiri- 
tual Efpoufal, or marriage-relation between Chrift; and believers, there is a very dear and intimate affec- tion each to other; their hearts are indeed knit, and do intimately cleave to one another: “ The faints (fays one) are called thefpoufe of Chrift,” propter aviorit magnitudinem; becaufe of that great and un- 
parallel’d love, that is between them. And it is a 
fweet faying, which 1 have read in one of the an- cients to this purpofe. “ Chrift (fays he) calls him- “ felf our bridegroom, that he might infinuate the <«■ greatnefs of his love to us, which decays not with 
“ time; and he calls us his fpoufe, not his wife, “ noting, that our love to him fhould be always “ new, always lively and vigorous.” The truth 
is, no love like that between Chrift and his fpoufe ; Chrift loves and efpoufes, and the foul loves and is efpoufed ; and both being efpoufed, do love for 
ever ; and fo this relation is both founded in love, jmd perfefted in love ; ’tis both made up and manag- ed with love on all hands* Chrift fets his love upon the foul, and in that love efpoufes him to himfeif, 
and having in this love of his efpoufed him to him- feif, then he loves him as his fpoufe: Often in the book of Canticles hvs fpoufe is called his love; as alfp he, on the other hand, is called her beloved : And what doth this note, but that the whole relation con- fifts mainly in love, and that they are more dearly and intimately beloved by each other ? Chrift having efpoufed the foul to himfeif, now his love runs out 
in full ftreams towards him; he loves him above alf the reft of the creatures, in fame refpefis above the angels themfelves, as (landing in a nearer relation to 
him than they do. On the other hand, the foul# 
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Jove is drawn out to Chrift, aad loving him, he is efpnufed to him; and being efpoufed to him, he loves him yet more ; now Chrift is laid between his 
ireajif, in his moft intimate alFe&tnns, he has the throne in his heart Cant.x. 13. Yea, the foul by degrees comes to be Jick of love to him (as you have 
it.) Cant. ii. J. Stay me with flagons (fays (he) com- fort me with apples, for 1 am fid of love : To whom ? 
To Chrift. -\ni truly this (as one of the ancients hath obierved) is a fweet fcknefs. a blejjod languor, a 
pleafant love : •ind this love between Chrift aud his fponie. ii a cha^e love., a virgin-love, a love that is puched upon the Perfon, oi each other; Chrift loves the Perfon of the believer, and the baliever " loves the Feribn of Chrift. Of which mere in its | place. „ V. This efpoufai, or marriage relation between 

“ Chrift and believers, carries in it a mutual reft and 1 complacency for ever. In a marriage-relation there 1 is great delight and complacency the parties have, .i or (hon'd have in each other, efpecially in the day of efpoufals. Vou know how Solomon (pake," Rejoice 
J with the wife of thy youth let her be as the loving hind and pleafant roe : Let her breafs fttisfy thee at all 'Times, and be thou ravijhed always with her love, Prnv v. i6,. 19. Ml noting that joy, rtft, and 
i complacency that that relation carries in it. and the ; parties have in each other: and we read (you know) 

.of the j >y of the bridegroom, as the higheft and pureft that is found among the Tons of men : So in . this fptiitual efpoufai between Chrift and believers, 
there is a mutual reft and complacency which they have in each other: They are, as it were, the reft, the joy, the fatisfadtion of each other; the folace of 

l each other (bids. On the one hand, Chr.it refts and rejoices in the believer, as one would do in the wile of ids youth : I hus his ipouie is to him, as a loving 
y hind and a p'edfdnt roe a;td he lives joyfully with ” her . hence (he is ca'led his delight, and that as being married to him : Thou'jhtdi he called Hephzi- 
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bath, (fays he to her) for the Lord delightcth /'« theft thou iha.it he the joy and delight of my ioul, if*. J:oi. 4. ^nd ag- in. As a young-.man marrietk a vir- ' 
gin} fo Jhall thy ft ns marry thee ; and as the bride- groom rejoiceth over the bride, ft Jhall thy God rejoice 
over thee, verf. 5 The fum of all which amounts 
to this, that Chrift marrying his people to himl'elf, delighteth in them, and rejoices over thetn, and that 
with the higheft and pureft delight and complacency of all others, a delight and complacency irritable to the relation : The truth is, he fpeaks as if all his de- 
light were in them, as if he had forgotten to delight 
in the Angels, or in any of the works of his hands but in them alone. My goodnefs (fays he to the Fa- ther) extendcth not to thee, but to the faints, in ixhom 
is dll my delight. Pial.'xvi. 2. Yea, he declares him-'1 bftlf faviihvd with them, as his fpoufe; Cant. iv. 9. Tk-di hnji ravijhvu viy heart, my Jsjler, my fpouft : v- 
ihou haft ravi/hc4my heartAnd he. Ipeaks as one ra* > viilied indeed. Cant. vii. 6. Hooss fair andpleafant art 

. iL’tU, Q Lie for delights! and Chap. vi. ; be acknow- ledges himfeif captivated b / her. Turn away thine 
eyes from for they have overcome me ; Yea, he has 
declared them to be his reft, Pfal. cxxxii. 14. This is 
>'ri reft' for ev(r. (fays he) here will I dioell, for / have deftreait: ’ Tis fpoken of Zion, as a type of the 
church, ai>d fpoufe of t hrill, and his relt in her; and indeed they are his reft, his foul is at reft in them, 
in them is his higheft joy. Hence that tweet word, Z(ph. iii. 17. The Lord thy God, in the midft of thee is mighty ; he will rejcicn over thee with joy ; he will reft in bis love upon tree, he will joy over thee with, ftnging ; as much as to fay, his whole reft, folace, and delight- 
ihall be in thee. On the other hand, the believer, vvfts and rejoices in Chrift, as in his head and Huf- band : 7 fat down under his Jhadcw (fays the Spoufe) 
with great delight, Cant. ii. 3. She dydfuaviter re- qniefcere (aa one expreffes it) iweetly reft, and fepofe her ioul in him : Her foul was at reft! *nd filled with 
delight, great delight, (he had great fpringing of joy. 
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within her, and all this in Chrilt her bridegroom ; in 
his per Ion, in his prelence, in his protedion, in the fruits of his grace and love • And therefore it follows, and bis fruit ‘was facet to my tdjii, aS if fhe woufd fay, O with what joy, what lolace, what delight and fatisfaiffion of foul did I conVerfe with him, and feed upon him ! Thus in thefe efpotTfafs there is mutual delight and fatisfa<5tion between Chrift and believers: and U how tweet is this : this makes this efpoufal to relilli ftrongfy of heaven, and to fet the foul oown even at the gates thereof. Thus I have ihewn you what this efpoufafor marriage-relation between Chrkt 
and believers is. 

In •which the •way and means of the accomp!if)mini of this tfponfa! or marriage-relation between Chrijl and beievers is enquired into, and a general account thereofgiven. 
A V I N G feen fomewhat of the nature of the efpoula) or marriage-relation between Chi ill: and believers; the next thing to be enquired into is, how this efpeui'al or relation is made up andaccom- 

plifhed : 1 0 be litre, naturally we are al|. itrangers to it, and unacquainted with ic* being (as the apo- 
flle (peaks oxiithont Cbrif. that is without union with him, or any tpiritual relation to him Ephef. ii. 13. But how then, and in what wyay is it brought about? In general, it is from divine grace, the grace of Got! in Jelus Chrid a&mg and laying out itfelf for us and Upon us; and it is irom divine grace two ways ; or as that grace carries a double oppofition with it Fiffb, As it hands in oppofition to any thing of worth or 
defervii'g in us ; and fo it flows from the rithes of divine grace, as its only fpring and fountain : And1, Secondly, as that grace ftands in oppofuion to any thing of power or ability in us ; and fo it is effedfed 
by the power of divine grace as its principle and ei- 

C 2 

CHAP. III. 
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jropofitions. 

1. This efpoufal rr marriage-relation between Ohrid and believers, flows from the riches of divine 
grace, as its only i'pring and fountain. That any of the fans of men are married and efpoufed to t hrilt, 
is not from anything of worth or deiervings in them, but purely and in tire ly from free grace and love, dwelling and working in the heart of God"and Chrift 
towards them ; and this account the feripture gives Us of it, Jcr> xxii a, I have loved thee nxith an ever- 

. hxjiivg love; therefore with loving kindnefs have I 
dra wn thee : as if he fhould fay, 1 have drawn thee out of thy fins, out of thy unbelief, out of thy carnal reds and refuges, and 1 have drawn thee to myfelf, . into union and communion with myfelf, into a mar- 
riage coven, at and relation with myfelf, and all this from mine own free love, that love, that kindnefs, that has been in my heart towards thee from everlaft- ing. So again, Hof ii. 19. 1 will betroth thee tint* 
vie for ever ; jea, l will betroth thee unto we in righ- 
teo'.ifnefs. anil in judgment, and in loving kindnefs, and in mercies, Mark, it is mercy and loving kindnefs wh'ch efpetsfes fouls to Chrrfl. 6W (fays one upon 
this place) efpo'ifei ns to Cht ifl, induced thereunto by no merits of ours, but by Us ovengoodnefs and mercy. 
And indeed my beloved, what have v.«, or what have 

,anv of the fons of men, that Ovould fpeak the one or the other, worthy of a conjugal-relation to Chrifl, or that (hnuld invite and induce him to take us into fuch a relation to himfe!f ? Have we birth or paren- 
tage to induce him ? No, alas^ as to our-It re, we are all of the brood of ted, and thence, as finners, we .all have our dement and original, John viii. 44. Have we beauty and amiabienefs ? No, for we are all black and deformed in our.'elves, we have the fpirit 
of the devil in us, and the image of the devil uportV tis; we are blind, and deaf, and dumb, and lime, and crooked : fo the feripture (peaks of ns‘in our na- 
tural date. We are all in our blood aud g$re, cafi 
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tut Into the open, fields to -the loathing of our per font., 
Eztk xvi. $, 6. nd at their calc is repretented, lia; 
i. 6 inch is ours i'p ritually. Even from the foie of thf. foot, to the crown of the head, there is no Joutidncfs in 
us nothing but wounds and bruifes, and putnTying : 

fores: la a word, we are all fit), and have npthing 
but fin, “ Know, O Ipoui'e of Chri'l (lay* >ne of the ancients) thou halt nothing ot thylelf jm fins; as for all thy good things, they are the grace of uiy br ide- 
groom to thee, to whom thcreiore grre the g 'ry of it: I lay, we have nothing but fin : and is there i.,y beauty, any comelincis in that to }»tUa<S an holy je- 
fus ? i>ure|y no. Have we riches apd treasures ? No; for indeed we are poor and miferabie and blind, and 
naked, Rev, iii. j?. 1 realurcs, it is true, we have, -but they are bl.ick ones ; trealurfes of iin and wicked.; 
aefs. treafuresof guilt anef wrath, which jurcly can*- not render us worthy, but molt unworthy of Indi a 
-relation. Have we wildom and parrs to invite him ? No; we are altogether brutijb and foolijh. jvx: x. 8. Wife we are, but it is to do evil; to do good we rave no knowledge, Jcr. iv. 22. Have we love and-kindne S 
in us towards him» good nature ? No; for naturally we lave him not: Yea, we hate him, and are enemies 
to him, Luke x>x 14* We hate both him and the fa* th?r, as he charged the Jewt of old. yea, v/e n e ws enmity itfelt to him, Rom. viii. 7. We are enunit-s 
to his perlbn, to his kingdom, to his grace, to ms righte»ufnefs, to his ways, and to all acquainfan;* and communion with him; Thus we have nothing 
to induce him to take us into fitch a relation : At the--, heft, we are but poor worms, whofe foundation is tn 
the dujl: And what can it be, but tree and rich grace in Chrill to marry and efpoufe fuclvunto himidt ? II. I bis eipoufsd, or maniage relation between Chrill and believers, is wrought and affetted by (he power of divine grace, as it.* principle ami. efficient ;• When fouls are married and epca'ed to Chrid tis 
not done by any power or ability of their own,, nor C 3 
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yet by the power and Efficacy of means and inftru- wents, but ’tis purely from the power and efficacy 
of divine grace .• Indeed, God makes ufe of means and inftrumems, he makes ufe of the gofpei and. 
gol'pel Minillers for the efpoufing of Tinners to his Son ; and thefe are the only ordinary way and means whereby he doth it: Therefore fays the Apoftle in 
my text [1] have cfpwfed y«u to one husb-and, that is, 1 by my miniftry, 1 by preaching the everlafting 
gojpel, have been an inftrument in God’s hand for your efpoufing to Chrift. Buttho’ God thus makes ufe 
of means and inftruments in this work, yet (till the work itfelf is from pure grace, and to grace doth Chrift attribute it, excluding all other power but this, 
as fufficient hereunto, J'ihn vi. 44. No man can come 
to me, or believe on me, clofe with me in a marriage* covenant, except the Father ichich hath fent me, draw 
him ; that is, except the power of divine grace be yut forth upon him in order hereunto. The draw- 
ing Chrift here fpeaks of, is comprehenfive of, the 
v/hole bufinefs ; ’tis the enabling of us to come to ■Chrift, to believe on him, and to dole with him as our head and hufband. It notes, (as one obferves) not any violent coaftion or conftraint, but a fweet bowing of the will, which in itfelf was averfe from, and oppofite to God and Ghrift; and withal, a 
c-.frying qf the foul to Chrift, and an enabling of him to clofe with him in this relation, and this Chrift afcribes wholly to the power of divine grace. The truth is, in andof Ourfeiyes we haveno poweror abilitity fer 
fuch a work.; we ai e ’without Jirength*, Rom. vi. 5. Yea, when we are brought in to Chrift by the power of divine grace, yet then, in and of ourfelves, vie can 
do nothing’, fo Ghrift tells us, John is. 5. IVitbout me. ye can do nothing. Yea, when we are brought 
into Chr'-ft and have had fome communion with him, yet we can’t follow after him, nor#draw ©ne title rearer to him, unlefs a frelh influence of divine grace 
be put forth upon us, enabling us thereunto ; fo much the fpoule was fetfible of, and ucrelore prays.. 
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thus, Draw me, and we wilrrun after thee. Cant. i. 4. is if (he fhould lay, Lord, in tnyfelf I can’t ftir 
one foot towards thee, but do thou put fcrth thy power in drawing me, and then, and not till then, 
Ihall I come nearer to thee: Yea, my beloved, the efpoufmg of fouls to Chrift, is not only the a& or work of divine grace, and the power of it, but ’tis the a<ft or work of the mighty power of that grace; ’tis not an ordinary power that is and muft be put forth therein, but even the greatnefs of the power 
of that grace, a power no lefs than that which was put fc: th in raifng Ckrijl from the dead \ So the A- poftle tells us, Eph.\. 18. 19, 20. That you may kuow (fays he) what is the exceeding greatnefs of his fewer to us-ward, who believe according to the wor- king of his mighty power which he wrought in Chrift, when he raifed him from the dead. So then here is power, mighty power, the mighty power of CJod, 
the greatnefs of the mighty power of God, the ex- ceeding greatnefs of the-mighty power of God, the 
fame exceeding greatnefs of the mighty power of God, which railed Chrift from the dead ; and all put forth to enable us'to believe, and fo to clofe with Chrift in a marriage-covenant. Thus this work is every way from divine grace. But here more par- ticularly the enquiry will be, what thofea&s or works 
of divine grace are, by which poor ftnners come to be efpoufed to Chrift ? 1 (hall reduce them all to two heads; they are either (firft) more remote, being a<fts 
of divine grace put forth for us,, and toward us; or (fecondly) more near, being adts of divine grace put 
forth in us, and upon us : In the firft, the Father and Jefus Chrift work more immediately by and from themfelves: In the fecond, they work by the influence and miniftry of the tiefled fpirit : I’ll fpeak. 
a little.of each. 
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Wherein are contained the more remote aflt of divine’ 
grace, put forth more immediately by the Father and Jefut Clrrift'. for ue and to-iuarde us in order to the accomplijhment- of the cfpeufal between Cbrij} and us. 

TB> R. E are Tome more remote a&s of grace, afts of grace put forth more immediately by the Father and Jefus ChrUt, for us, and towards us in order to the making up of this efpoufal or mar- 
riage relation between Chrift and us; and >f thel'e t find mention five, all which do neceirdrily concur, and have their influence into this bufmefs, and in- 
deed there is much of the mytkry of God in them: They are thefe; 

l. God the Father marries and efpoufits our nature to the perfon of his Son, and thereby Sts and pre- pares him to be an huiband for us; this God has done once for all, and the influence thereof concurs unto the accomplifhment of the efpoufal between 
Chrifl and every believer*, I (hall i’.luttrate this unto you from that parable, Matth. xdi. 2. where we read ef a.king that made a marriage for bis fin ; by which king we are to underiland God the Father, and by his fon, Jefus Chrifl, the eternal Son of that eternal Father. Me, who proceeded from him by eternal generation. God the Father then is faid to make a ^marriage for his Ion : But, pray, who is the fpoufe ? -’Tis obi'erved by divines, that the fppufe is not here mentioned : W ho or what then is Ihe ? ’ 1 is anfwer- 
ed, Chrifl has a twofold fpoule : our nature, and the perfons of believers : Both which may be inten d- ' ed here, tho’ the firft chiefly and principally ; and lo by the marriage here, we are to underhand the per- sonal marriage, the mnriage between the per fan of 
the Son of God and- our nature ; and lb Calvin and others expound it : This-primarily, butfecond.wily, 
and by confequence, the fpiritual marriage, rite marriage between Chrift and • believers ^ and we are 
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.t® look on the one as laying a foundation, and mak> 
irg way for the other ; So that the whole rel-olve»’ unto this, That God the Father hath married and el'pouled our natute to the perlon of his von in the hypoltatical union, and thereby has fitted and [’re- pared him to be an hufband for us, and made way for the marriage of our perfons to his perfon in the fpiritual union 4nd indeed, unl^fs our nature had 
been firft married to him in the one, our ptrlons could never poflibly have been married to him in the other; for, pray oblerve the glory of Chrilt con* fidered as the eternal.Son, and io 2-3 God is too bright and the diftance betwixt him and us too great for us to come to him, and be made one with him in a 

(marriage* relation; Chrift confidered in his own na- ked glory, as God, is too bright an objedl for us to 
lock upon, much more to have fo near an union to, and communion with ; one fight of him, thus enn- I fidered.is enough to (wallow us up, and even to over- j whelm our fpirits; we cannot thus fee him and live : ] But now our nature being marritd and efpoufed to f his divine perlbn; that is to lay, he having afTumed I cur nature into union with himfeif, as the eternal Son,, which the Kvangelift calls his being tnadeflefo., John 
i. 1 4. And the apoftie, hhpartakir^ aj fiejb and hlood, j Heb. ii. 14 Heieby the overwhelming brightnets of his glory is veiled, ai.d the dreadful terror ef Ins 

’) greatnefs, together with the affrighting diltance be- ). tween him and us is taken away ; yea, hereby his glo- ry is brought down (as one hath it) to our eye, to eur beholding ; hereby he hath marvelloufly fweet- ned at d endeared himfeif to us, and made way for us 
for a free accefs to him, and the neareil union and. communion with him ; -hence divines give us this as one reafon of Chrilt s incarnation, that he might thereby become a fit hufo md for his peopl#, and they might be capable of ur ion and communion w ith him. 
Therefore, (as a learned man bath obierved) v.es the Son af God made man. that he migh: he a true, u fit 
bridegroom far .the (httrch and ’us rightly obkrve A 
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by divines, that in ftridt propriety of fpeech, neither' the Fa*her,‘nor the holy Spirit, but the Son, the fe- 
cond perfon in the Trinity, is the church’s bride- groom ; and they give this reafon for it, becaufe h& only was made man, he only was incarnate, O, had hot the 5>on of God been incarnate, had he not (as jfuflin's expredrofi is) married our nature to hhufelf 
in the womb of' the virgin, none of us had ever been 
capable of fuch a privilege, luch a happinefs, as a conjugal union and communion with him. That 
therefore is the firfi adt of grare in this bufinefs. 

II. God the Father gives Chrift unto the foul, and tha foul to Ghrift; he gives Chrift for an head and hufband to the foul, and he gives the foul for a bride or fpbufe to c.hi ift. f Firft J He gives Chrift. for an 
head andhnfband to the leuf; in John iv. to. Chrift 
h called the gift of God: 'tnd how the gift of God ? Two ways, (firft) in that he gave him for us; he gave him to be incarnate, to fuffer, to bleed, to die, to be made fin’and a curfe for us; he gave him as an offering and a facrifice for us. And (Secondly) in that he gives him alfo to us; he gives him to be an head and hnfhand to us: Hence ’tis faid. That he gave hint to be head to the church, and fuch an head as has the command and di p ole of ail things: He gave him to be head-over all things to the church, Eph. i. 22. both in the counfel of his will from eternity, and alfo in the adt or work of his grace here in time, he thus gives Chrift tons : And (.), how richly and glori >ufly doth his grace fhine forth herein! In giving Chrift to us, he gives his heft and his deareft; for he has nothing better, nothing dearer to him than his Chrift, as 
afterwards may be (hewn. (Secondly) He gives the foul for a bride or fpoufe to Chrift : Believers (you know) are often faid to he given *by the Father td 
Jelus Chrift; J\ly Father which gave'them me, (fays Chrift concerning believers) is greater than all, 
x. 29. And thine they were, and thou gaveft them me, John xvii. 6. with many other places which might be mentioned. God gives all the eleS to- 
Chrift to be his fpoufe; he gives them to him 
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-in the eternal purpofe and counsel of his grace; in the 
day of everlafting love, when God firft fet his heart upon his chofen ones, then gave he them to his Son, and will 'd their union to him in a marriage-covenant; and he gives them to him all'o (iecondly in the work 
of vocation which makes way for the working of faith in Chrift in the foul. The Father (fays he) hath 
given this fpoufe to his Son fpeaking of the church) and joins her to him by his spirit. ^nd. my beloved, without this a<S of grace put forth by God towards us, the match would never be made between Chrift; and any poor foul; for this indeed is that which brings the foul to Chrift : So much Chrift himfelf tells 'us, John vi. dll that the Father giveth me, Jheill come tome. Mark, ’tis the Fathers giving us to Chrift, that brings us to him, and were we not by the Fat ho* 
given to him, we Ihoutd never come to him by be-' lieving, there could never be a marriage-union and relation between him and us, 111. Chrift readily approves and accepts of the Fn- thei’s gift, being willing, yea, longingly defirous to efpoufe them unto himfelf, whom his Father gives him in order thereunto. In the making up of a mar- 
riage, 'tis not enough Wiat the Father gives fuch or fuch an ore to his Son, and his Son to her ; but there rr.uft alfo be the confent of the Son ; he-muft approve and accept of the Father's gift: \nd fo does Chrift here, he approves and accepts of the Father’s gift: The Father wills the taking iuch and fuch poor pnners to wife, and accordingly gives himfelf to them, and them to him. and the will of Chrirt falls in with, and is conformed to the will of the Father 
herein, and fo the match goes on. This you have clearly held forth, John vi." 57. All that the Father 
hath given me, come unto ne; and him that cometh to me, l ouill in no <u ije cajl out. Mark, here are among others, two things; 1 Here is the Father’s giving of poor ft oners to Chrift, and therein his will and 
content that they ftiould be e'poufed to him, in thefe words; Adi that the Father hath given me. 2. Here 
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is Chrift’s approbation and acceptation of the gift of the t ather, with his will and confer.t toefpoul'e them 
to himfelf, in thele words, And him that con:e h unto vie, / ’will in no •uiftcajl out; that is, 1 will aflurcd- ]y receive him, ana accept of him, 1 will take him into a conjugal union and relation to mylelf. Chrift here plainly declares his acceptance el the Father’s gilt giv ng poor fn ners to him to be his Ipoufe. ’ l is a great laying, and fuitable to this 1 am ipeak- 
ifig, which ! have read in a great divine, “ 1 he e- “ ternal will and good pleamre of Cod preceeds 

£*? (Ityshe). but Chriit the bridegroom cannot but “ will the lame thing which the Father w ills : his will “ is conformed to the Father’s, and therefore does 
“ he accept us as his (pcuiie ” In a word, in this aft «f grace. Chi ld's language is Arch as this, “ Father, “ doll thou give fuch and lisch poor finners to me ? 
*' and is it thy will that they Ihould be efpouJed to “ me? Content, I do freely accept of them, and “ am willing to efpouie them to myfeil for ever: 
“ ’Tis true, they are poor worthiefs creatures, al- “ together unfuitable to my dignity and greatnels; 
“ but,. Father, they are thy gilt, and i accept them as fuch : I rue, there is no beauty in them that I “ fhould defire them, bur. they are thy gift, and J “ will marry them and make them beautiful.” .and 
U, what grace is this ? IV. The Lord Jelus Chrid not only approves and accepts of the Father’s gift, but moreover he redeems 
them thus given to him. with the price of his own blood : he ranibms them from fin, and death, and 
hell, whereunto in themtelves they were all in bon- dage ; which alio needfully concurs to the accora* plilhment of the efpoufa! between him and them. 
’ l it oblt'rved by lo ne, that in tire eallern countries 
it was the manner for men to buy their wives; -md indeed, fa much items to be intimated in thatasef- 
fatte of Savi tc David, i Sain, xviii 25 here, 
whe" be w ,!d peri.aa.de David o marry iris daugh- 
ter, in p; - • -U lealt, hs fends him word, that he 
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defired not any dowry, but fo and fo; It feems then, 
that it wa* ufual to cxpe£t a dowry. The fame alio appears from the praftice of Shechem, Gen. xxxiv. 11, 
12. where being in love with Dinah, Jacob's daugh- ter, he proffered to give a dowry for her ; Give me (fays he) but thy damfel to •wife, and a/k me never f« much dowry and gift, and I will give it thee. To be fure ’tis fo here, Chrift buys all his fpouies, and gives a vaft gift for them ; Chrift indeed is in love with poor finners, given him by the Father, and defires to marry them to himielf; but he muft buy them if he means to have them, and buy them he does, and at a dear rate, he gives a great dowry for them, even 
his life, his blood, his glory, and all for a time. Hence he is faid to give himfelf for us, Eph. v. 2J. and to purchafe us by his blood. Ads xx. 28. Hence we are taid to be bought by him with a price, with a great price, with a price of ineftimable value, even hit own tnoft precious blood, 1 Cor. vi. 20. The cafe lies thus : The eled, as well as others, were all gone into captivity, fold under fin and Satan, in bondage 
to death, and hell, and wrath, which is the condi- tion of all by nature ; and if Chrift will have them as his fpoufe, he muft ranfom and redeem them from 
all; which accordingly he does : He bleeds, he dies, 
he gives himfelf aranfom for them, in order to the marrying of them to himielf: He had indeed a mind to a fpouie among the children of men, and was in 
love with them from all eternity, as he himfelf tells us, Prov. viii. 31 and fo much in love with them, as that he does in effed fay unto the Father, as Snechern did to Jacob, Afk me never fo much dowry, and / will 
give it. Why, my Son, lays the Father, if thou wilt have them, and marry them to thyfelf. thou muft give thy blood, thy life for them ; thou muft redeem them from fin, and death, and hell, whereunto they are in bondage ; which can’t be done by Ids than by giving thyfelf a ranfom for them ; all which thrift 
affents unto, and complies with, and Umc with.-de- light, freely giving himielf for them. And O,, what 

D 
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grace is this! Oh, to give fuch a price for fuch a ipoufie! a price fo great for a fpoufe fo black and Un- worthy; this is a glorious grace indeed. 

V. Chrift makes love to them, tenders himfelf unto their embraces, and withal wooeth them for their acceptance of him, and that with the greateft and 
rnoft affeftionate importunity : How much foever it has coft Chrill to redeem poor Tinners, and how great 
a dowry foever he has given for them, yet they are j unwilling to clofe with him, they have no mind, no j heart Chriftward, and fo the match is not like to be made up, unlefs fomething further be done ; there- 
fore after all, Chrift (as one phrafes it) comes a woo- 
ing to them, he maker love, offering himfelf to them, 1 

and earneftly folicites them for their love and a'ccep- tance ; he importunes them, and that in fuch a way, 
as if he were refolved to take no denial ; in Ezek. xvi. 8. we read of a time cf love, a time, (that is) of Chrift’s making love to finners lying an their blood 
and gore. And indeed, Chrift has times of love, 
times when he makes love, and offers himlelf with all his riches and treafures to poor finners; when his language to them is, Behold me, behold me, Ifa. Ixt. I. and took, upon vie, and be ye Javed all ye ends of the 
earth, Ifa. xlv. 22. Now he comes, and tells over the ftories of his love to them, how much he has done 
and fuffered for them, how much his defire is to- wards them, and what great things he will feeftow 
upon them, and inttate them into, and all to win and allure them to himlelf, to gain their love and confent 
to accept of him, and to be his in a marriage cove- jj nant. 1 tme w'as when Chrift came, and did this him- , fetf in perlbn ; when he food, and cried. If any man 
thirfl, let him come unto me, and drink, John vii, 37. Time was, when in his own perfaa he importuned 
poor finners from day to day, he made loye to them time after time, as he did (you know) to Jerujatem, Match, xxiii 3?. for fome years together he wooed 
them, and offered himfelf andjils grace-to them ia 
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s perlbn; yet, as Da-Vid lent his lervants to Abigail, 
ti commune nuith her, and'tq acquaint her with his purpofe and delire /<» take her to wife, i Sain. xxv. 39. So Chrift fends us his fervants, his minifters, to poor (tuners to commune with them, and to declare the 
love and purpoles of his heart towards them, and to | woo them for him , and, as amhajfadors for (thrift, we do woo poor fouls; and as in CJ>riJi's Jlead, bs‘ : feech them to be reconciled to God, to give up their I names and fotils to Chrift in a marriage-covenant, Z Cor. v. 10. -ind becaufe we can prevail; nothing by and of ourfelves upon the fpirits of men in t’; s great matter ; Chrift over and above, fends his own bleifed Spirit to woo them, and gain upon them, making them •willing in the day of his power, Pial. cx. 3. And . this leads me to the conftderation of thofe other aids 
of grace in this bufinefs, wherein the Father and Je- fus Chrift work by the Spirit in ns and upon ns, for 
the making up of the match between thrift and us: Only, by the way, let u» ftill fee and admire the grace of Jefus Chrift to poor finners. o, that he (hould woo fuch poor vile creatures as we are, and make love to us ! Should you fee a king, a great king 'wooing a beggar, coming now himfelf in perfon, and then fending his fervants to her to.fblicite and impor- • tune her love, you would look on this to be great L grace : But O, this is nothing to the grace ofchfift, 1 in condefcending to woo fuch as we are, finners, ly- 
ing in our blood. 

C H A P. V. - 
{ Which gives us an account of thofe f which I call) more near afls of grace, which the Father, and Jefus 
\ Chrifl by the Spirit, do put forth in us and upon us, \; for the effecting of the ejpoujals between Chriji and us. 
DIVINE grace has not yet done its work; no there are other afts which it dees, and muft put forth, if ever the marriage be made up between 
Chrift and us ; and" thefe I call more near, becaufe 

Da 
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immediately conduce to th<* tying of the marriage- knot between Chrift and the foul: And as in the former, the Father and Jefus Chrift wrought more 
immediately of and by themfelves; fo in thefe the | bielTed Spirit’s influence comes in, and his grace | fnews iti'elf, they in thefe adting by him ; and the truth is, the match is all this w'hile but half made t but now God comes, and by his fpirit working in j and upon the foul, carries on and compleats it; 
which he does by thefe five a&s of grace. I. The foul is, by the fpirit of God divorced from its old huiband,''the law, and thereby is fitted and prepared for an efpoufal to Chrift. Naturally | 
we are all married to another hufband, even to the Jaw; and we mull be divorced from that, or we can 
never he married and cfpoufed to Chrift ; fo much 
tl)e Apoftle clearly holds forth Rom. vii. 4 Where- f*ref t»y brethren, ye alfo are become dead t» the law by the body of Chriji, that ye fhould be married to ano- 
ther, even to him nwo is raijea jrorn it:e aeau, that we fhould bring forth fruit unto God. Pray mark, nur- 
ritd to another-. The law then was their hufband, to -! which they were married; and that they muft be dead to, and divorced from, it ever they would be married to Jefus Chrift; look, fays he, (lor tis his 
own argument and allufion in tvr. 2. 3 ) as a wo- ■’! man can’t be the wife ot two bufbands at once; but her prefent hufband muft be dead before fhe can be 
married to another ; fo neither can a foul be efpouf- ed to thefe two hulbands at once, the law and Chrift, j 
but he muft be dead to, or divorced from the one, j e er he can be married to the other; obferve, ye are I 
dead to the law ; what is it to be dead to the law', or divorced from the law ? To be dead to the law, is to have no hope, no expedhuion of life and righte- 
oufnefs by the law : ’tis to be fcnfible that the law cannot fave us; yet there is more in it than io. 1 o be dead to the law, is to fee ourfelves dead by the law; 
"tis to fee ourfelvcs loft and condemned by the law, ! 
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for fin, as the tranfgreflion thereof; and thus we' Imuft all be dead to the or ctivorced from the law, or we cannot be married to Chriit. Now this 
the fpirit of God effeft'S by a work of the law uporf the coni'cience; he divorces the foul from the law, by the law, #. r. by bringing home the law to the 

1 •onfcience: This the Apoftle felt in his own foul, ! / through the lavs (fays he) that is, the fpirit of God ! bringing home the law to my conference, am dead t* i the lavs. Gal. ii. iy. So again, Rom. vii. 9. /war ij alive •witheut the lavs once; but ‘when the Command- went came, fin revived, and l died. I was alive with- ’ out the law once, that is, i tnought rayfelf to be ; alive, 1 apprehended my ftate to be good and happy ; but this was without the law, /. e. before the fpirit of God, by the miniftry of the law, convinced me of j nay fin and naifery ; therefore it follows, when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived, and 1 died; i. e. when | the law came in its convincing power through the jj fpirit upon my foul, then I faw my finful, dead and miferable ftatc : thus was he himfelf divorced from ji the law, that he might be married to Ghrift. The fum is this, the fpirit of God comes and thews the j foul the Itri&uefs and holinefs, the purity and fpirit- j uality of the law, and makes him fenfible how large j the duty is that it requires, hovr impollible it is for him to keep it, and how many ways he has broken h it; he withal lets him fee the dreadfulnefs of that ||:\curie and condemnation it has juilly laid him under j for the breach thereof; and thus he i» devorced from 
it: And this is all one with the Spirit’s convincing tts of fin, and our loft and miferable condition by reafon thereof, which is (you knew) his ft work in order to faith, and fo to our efpoufing to Cnriil, John xvi H. Thus by the fpirit of God the loul is divorced 
from the law, he i» taken'-off from all expeibuions of lite and happinefs, by that, and is made to (ee his 
own linfulnefs, and fo-his-infinite need of Corot, yrherxby he is-fitted for ihis other and better hufband. 



Tht Befl Match ; Or, 
IT. The foul being thjM divorced from the law, and fo fitted and prepared fir Chrift. then the fpirit 

of God reveals and-offers the Lord Jefus Chrift in the protnife of the gofpel, as a better hufband to him t 
Now the bleffed fpirit comes, and does as Abraham's 
fervant did, who was fcnt to take a wife for Ifaac; he told, Rebecca of his majler's great tie's, of his flocks, and his herds, his fiver, and bis gold, his men-fer- vant s, and his maid-fervants, and withal, that he had 
given all to Ifaac, Gen xxiv. 3 36. So the fpirit of Goid now fets before the foul the riches and the great- nefs, the beauty and thq excellency of the Lord Jefus Chrift : He tells them what a full, what a fweet, what 
a rich, what an amiable one he is, and withal ten- ders him to his embraces ; he reveals and offers him to him, as one full of grace and truth, as one that 
lias all fulnefs dwelling in him, all fulnefs of life and peacej of jHghteoufnefs and, falvation, as one every 
way able ttr&Ve him to the very utmoft, which is, thatr which Chriftrcalls his convincing the ‘world of * righteoufnefs, John xvi. 9. he reveals and offers him 
to him in the^tranicendent beauty, excellency and a- iruablends of his perfon on the one hand ; as alfo in 
the glorious fiilnefs, Jargenefs, and lufliciency of his grace and righteoufocls on the o^ier hand: Thus fay) he reveals and offers Ghrift unto the foul, and 
withal, opens his glory, and caufes it to Ihine forth before him; fo that now the foul fees that in Chrift, that fulneVs, that beauff, that love, that amiablenefs,. that fweetnefs, which fafe^iever faw before ; Chrift is- 
now another thing in the foul’s eye than ever before bejVns. Now the fouli as,thole, flihn i. 14. Behold 
hit glory, as the glory of the only begotten Son, full of grace and truth : Yea, not only does he thus a1 veal 

•Chrtft unto, the foul, but withal fixes the foul’s eye upon him;-he makes him to pore and igaze upon Chrift, as the rood excellent and an-.iable object, and 
ns one infinitely meedful for him ; and-this is called fees no of the andithat in orcfor to bthevJflg \ 

f eth the SonfytM bc:icv(to on him, JJsad 
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Have everlafiing life, John vi. ^o. The blefled fpirit deals by the foul herein, as God, by the angel did with Hagar, Gen. xxi. 1 y. where it is faid, He open- 
ed her eyes, and Jhe faiu a well of water for her relief i She was in a very diftreflcd condition, as you may (ee, ver. 15. 16. full of bitternefs, (he and her child both in a perifliing condition, being in the wilderhefs; and her water in the bottle being ipent: Now God (hews her a well of water, whence Ihe fetches a full fupply. So here, the poor foul having been under the convin- cing power of the law, fees himlelf in a woful, mife- rable, diltrelfed condition ; whereupon he is full of bitternefs, crying out with Hagar, Hollis foall 1fee the child die ? How can l bear to perilh eternally ? But now the fpirit of God comes, and openahis eyes, and 
(hews him Chrilt, and Chrilf as infinitely fuitable to him; Look, fays the fpirit to the foul, being now defolate and undone; look, here is a Saviour for thee, a hufband for thee, another and a better hufband than the law could ever have been, even the Lord Jefus Chrift, who is infinitely able to pay all thy debts, to fupply all thy wants, to heal all thy wounds, to relieve all thy diltrefies, to pandoivall thy fins, to fa- tisfy all thy defires, to an finer all thy love, and to give thee perfect happinefs and fafisfa&ion in and with himielt for ever : Look here he is, here he is in the promife, here he is in the covenant, here he is in 
the tender and invitation of the gjofipel ; here he is at the very door of the heart, knocking and calling for admilfion thereunto. Rev. iii, 20. Heire he is with his 
arms wide open to receive and embrace thee ; and that notwithrifnding all thy vilenefs,' finfulnefs, and unworth'uefs r’Look therefore to him, and be fiaved. pi. V\ ith this tender and revelation of Uirift unto .me foul, the fpu it of Cod comes and works a fecret 1 ;Ve *nd ^gdig in the foul after Chrift-1 he does not make a naked tenderand revelation of Chrift only to the louf* lor that \fere not enotigh, but'he withal 
gives him a ftcrct touch, whereby he is made to breath 
and long after Chrilt, to move1'a little Chrulijrard ; 
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Ht drops a lit tit myrrh upon the handle of the look, at it were, whereby he is drawn out in holy longings and breathings after fweet Jei'us ; as you know the 
cafe fottrettmes was with the fpoufe, Cant. v. i. and this the leripture calls an hungering and thirfting af- ter Chrift, and has a bleffednefs annexed to it, Matth. 
T. 6. and frequently ellewhere. Yea, fuch is that fecret touch, which in and with thofe tenders and re- velations of Chrift the Spirit of God gives the loul, as that (like that of theloadftone to the needle) which fets it a trembling, and will not fuffer it to reft, till 
it ftands fully pointed Chrittward; yea, till it finds itfelf in the very bofom and embraces of that beloved; ’tis indeed fueh as by degrees make the foul Jlek of love, and longings after Chrijl, Cant. v. 8. and he cries out for Chrift, as Rachaellorneixmcs did for children ; Give me children (laid (he) or tlfe l die s So, give me Chrift, fays the foul, or elfe I die, I perilh, and that 
for ever ; In a word, nothing but Chrift will fatisfy him ; fend him to the creatures, fend him to his own duties and fervices, fend him to his higheft accom- plifhments and attainments, and without Chrift they 
will not do; yea, all thefe he accounts hut as dung, as dogs meat, shat he tnaynuin Chrijl, Phil. iii. 8. In- deed, heaven and earth, with all the fulnefs of both, are nothing to him without Chrift; and an union 
with Chrift ; his language now is, O Chrift ! Chrift 
above ten thouland worlds: O that Chrift were mine ! O that I had union with him ! O that 1 were in his embraces ! O how happy are they that are married to him! and how happy ihould 1 be, could l call him mine l This 1 fay is his language, and when once it comes to this, then things work well indeed, then 
the match is in a good forwardnefs, there be'^but an hairs breadth, as it were, between Chi ift and 
foul. Therefore, _ a IV. The foul being thus inclined Chrift ward, and drawn forth in holy longings after union and com- munion with him : the fpirit of God comes and en- 
ables him to believe, he carries the foul to ChrUt rn 
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a way of believing, whereby he aftually clofes with 
him, and is efpoufed unto him: For, my beloved ’tis faith which ties the marriage-knot, and makes up the marriage-union between Chriit and us. Hence Chrift is faid to dwell in our hearts by faith, Ephef. 
iii. 17. Chrift dwelling in our hearts, notes the neareft union and communion between him and us. And how comes he thus to dwell in our hearts ? why by faith, by our believing on him • Hence all'o. Chrift tells us. That he that eateth his flejh and drinketh his blood, dwelleth in him, and he in him, John vi. 56. By eating Chrill’s flefh and drinking his blood, is 
meant, our believing on him; and fo he himfelf ex- pounds it; for he makes eating and drinking of him, and believing on him, all one throughout that Chap- ter : Now (fays he) He that eateth my flejh, and drink- eth my blood, dwelleth in me, and l in him; -that is, he has the neareft union and communion with me. 
’Tis faith then (you fee) that unites, and fo efpoufes us to Chrift: Faith gives Chrilt an inlet into the 
fctil, and it gives the Ibui an inlet into Chrift, and fo they are made one, and married together. By believing, we confent to take Chi ift, and a&ually da take him for our only head anct hufband fpr ever; and fo the match is made up between him and us: “ We by faith (fays a learned man) wrought in us “ by the holy Spirit, confent unto this marriage with Chrift:” Chrift, as you heard before, con- fents thereunto ; as God he conferred hereunto from all eternity, and as man he confents hereunto in time. For, as divines obferve, Chrift has a double will, his divine and human : W ith the firft, he con- fented to this elpoufal from eternity, with the fe- cond, he confents hereunto in time, and never chang- es therein. Now, as Chrift gives his confent, fo. 
we muft alfo give ours, which we do by believing 
in Ujn; by which therefore the match is made up between him and us. Now, there is a threefold a<ft of faith, which the fpirit of God works in the foul, 
whereby he more efpeciaUy doles with Chrift, a»td 
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is efpoufed unto him, made one with him in a mar- 
riage-covenant. I. aft of choice or election. ; 

II. An a<3 of trull or depe iJance . Ill \n adl of resignation or fubjetSion. I. An aft of choice or ele£lion: In the aft or work 
of believing, the foul is by the fpirit of God made folemnly and deliberately to chufe Chriil as his only head and huSbani, his Lord and Saviour being thus offered to him in the gofpel. Choice or eleftion, as the fchool men tell us, is an aft of the will, whereby it pitches upon ibme one thing, and prefers that be- fore all others in order to fuch or fuch an end : Ac- cordingly we may conceive of this aft of faith we are Speaking of: It lies thus; the will is by the Spirit of God fweetly and powerfully determined upon Chriii, preferring him for an head and hufb.tnd, a Lord and Saviour before all others; It (ingles him out, as it 
were from all others, whether perfons or things, in heaven and earth, and embraces him as the bed huf- baud, the befl Saviour, the bell Lord; There are others which make love to him, and tender them- fdves to his embraces, as fin, felf, the law, the world, vith its inticements; but he partes by all, 
yea, rejefts all with loathing and indignation, and pitches upon Chrill as infinitely bed, faying to him, / imil have none in heaven but thee, and there is none 
upon earth that I defire in comparifon of thee. This the Scripture calls fometimes a laying hold upon Chrijl, Prov. iii, 18. Sometimes a receiving or embracing of Chrijl, John i. 12. ’ Tis true, in the work of faith, Chrill is and mud be received into the underdanding, but he is mod properly faid to be received into our will and affeftions: Chrid in the gofpel is revealed and offered to the foul with all his riches, fulnefs and perfeftiofls; he is tendered to him as a full, a mighty, anal uttermoft Saviour, as one who has not 
only an infinite fulnefs and fufficiency in him to redeem and fave, but alio an infinite fuitablenefs 
and amiablsnefs in him to endear and delight the 



tie Soul’s Efptufal CHRIST. 4J 
-foul ; and accordingly the foul accepts and embraces 
him, he cleaves to him and fallens upon him, refolv- ing to have none but him alone; his language of him now is, there is none like l.'hr !4 no heat, like his head, no hulband like this hclband, no laviour like thio faviour tor my ioul: This is the head, the hulband, the laviour that 1 need, and that indeed 
my ionl defires. No love like this love, no heauty like this beauty, no blood like his blood, norighte- oul'neis like his righteoufnefis, no fulnefs like his tul- nels ; He therefore, and he alone lhall be my head, 
my hulband. my laviour, and my all for ever Sweet Jeliis (fays he) dofi: thou tender thyfelf for an head 
and hulband to me, and art thou willing to be em- braced by me? Lo, then I do with my whole foul accept of thee, and that for all times, and in all con- ditions, with all thine holinefs as well as thy hive, with all thy inconveniences as well as thy privileges ; 
to luffer lor thee, as well as to reign with thee; and this the foul does upon the deepeft counsel, and moft mature deliberation ; and accordingly he abides by his choice, for ever. II. An adt of truft or dependance : As in the work 
of faith the foul is, by the Spirit of God, made to chule Chrift; lo al’fo to trull and depend upon him for all grace, righteoufnefs and falvation. Nowit bottoms upon Chrilt, and anchors upon. Chrjfl reds 
and relies upon Chrilt for all life and peace, for all 
grace on earth, and glory in heaven : He lays the whole weight and ftrefs of his falvation upon him: He commits all to him, ventures all upon bim, ex- pedts all from him: this the feripture calls fometimes « truJUng in Chrijl, Eph. i. 13. fometimes a leaning \pon Chrijl, Cant. viii. 5. lometimes a hoping in CJiriJl. i Cor. xv. 19. And in this refpecl Chrilt is i jpalled. our hje, 1 Tim. i 1. our hope, that is, the 

t ohjedt of our hope and milt, as to hte and falvation, 
thp foul fcas no hope in himieif, no hope in the crea- >. ‘ ture, no hope in the law, or firlt covenant, no hope 
Tnjany thing in heaven or earth on this fide Chrift : 



44 7#* Btjf Match: Of, He looks here and there, to this and that, but he can find no iblid ground of hope, no bottom to build or relt upon for life and falvation ; but then he turns his eye upon Chriit, and there he fees abundant ground of hope ; he beholds him upon the crofs, ! 

and there’s hope ; he beholds him upon the throne 1 and there’s hope; he looks upon him dying, and 
there's hope; he looks upon him rifing, al'cending, f fitting at the Father’s right hand making interceffion for us, and there’s hope : He looks upon the infinite ;! virtue of his blood, the infinite efficacy of his Spirit, 
the infinite fulnefs of his grace, the infinite dimen- ’ fions of his love, the infinite freenefs and faithfulnefs ,j 
of his promife; and in thefe he lees infinite ground of hope and truft, and accordingly he rolls and ven- * tures all upon him : Here I'll build (fays he) here I’ll bottom, here I’ll reft, here I'll hang and depend, j 
here I’ll live; yea, and if die I mu ft, here I’ll die. His language to Chrift now, is like that of the Pfal- \ 
viift to God in another cafe, Pjal xxxix. 17 Now | hard, •wiut wait 1 far? My hope is in thte. This is | to caji anchor within th* veil, heb. ix. 6. And indeed j 
'tis w'th poor louls many times, as with perfons at , fea; the ftorm ariles, the waves lift up themfe Ives, || which beating upon them, they are ready to fink eve- i ry moment and their very foul is melted becaufe of I heavinels; but anon, they found bottom, caftan- j! chor, and are at reft; So poor fouls are under ftorm* | 
®f fin guilt, and wrath, perifhing in their own ap- |j prehehfion every moment; but anon they drop an anchor ot hope upon Chrift, and do reft upon him ; i 
or ’tis with them in this cafe, as ’twas with the dove ! when (he was firft fent out of the ark, ffie found no 9 
refting place abroad for the lole of her foot; but :vt | length returned to the ark, and there found reft, Cyn. 1 
viii- 8, *y. So the poor guilty foul fi ds no reft ftny | where but in Chrift His language in thn a<ft of fifth M is fuch as this, lam a poor. loft.‘finful, dillrefled “I creature, and there is but one door l can expeift re- 1 
lief from, and that is Chrift, and at this door 1’ U ly j 
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In wait; I know he is able to help me, far Ik caa lave to the uttermoft; and furely he hath bowels, 
great bowels towards poor finners; he is a tnercif'uL 
high-prieft. He fays concerning him, as they fome- times did concerning the king of Ifrael, Bebohk tve 

i] have heard that the king of lifael is a viereifal ki\r, j! peradventure heimUfavs us : Yea he has bid me look., 
to him and be faved ; and he invites all them that are weary, and heavy laden, to come to him, and Ipromifes them reft, Why then (hould I not reft and i rely upon him ? ’Tis true, 1 am a mighty ftnner, but j he is a more mighty Saviour: Have l finned to the | utmoft ! He has i'atistied to the utmoft ; What (hall j 1 fay ? True, I am death, but Chrift is. life ; 1 am I darknefs, but Ghrift is light; l am fin, but Chrift is || holinefs; I am guile, but Chrift is righteoufnefs; t H am emptinefs and nothingnefs, but Chrift is falnefs 

{ and fufficieney ; 1 have broken the law, but Clmft has fulfilled the law; and his life is infinitely able to 
fwallow my death ; his light, my darknefs; his 
holinefs, my fin ; his righceotifnefs my guilt ; his J, fulnefs, my emptinefs; on him therefore I’ll lean, B and live, and hope. ’ Fis true, 1 am utterly unwor- thy of any life, any grace, any favour ; but Chrift does all for finners freely, he loves freely, he pardons 
freely, he faves freely ; how vile therefore and un- worthy foever l am, yet l will reft and depend n|wtt' him, who kno vs but he may call an eye of love upon me ? This is that a6t of faith which is held forth. Ifa. Ixv. 24. Surely, Jh.tll one fay, in tbs Lord havs J ■ 
righteoufnefs andfirength. I have neither ftrertgth nor righteoulhifs of my own, hut 1 have all righteoufne s and ftrength in Chrift; all rigbteoufnefs for pa hi and juftification,. and all ftrength for holinefs and' 
fanffific ttion , this is that the apoftle calls a rtjoicinf rn Chrifi Jefus, having no confidence in the jicjh, Phil in. 3 To draw towards a Conclnfion of this head : which I way fbever the foul looks on this fide Chri.l, he meets 
with nothing but dlfcpuragemeut; If he looks to 



46 The Bejl Match j Or, 
himfelf, there he fees nothing but fin and guilt, black- nefs and deformity ; in his heart he fees a fountain 
of fifl, an abyfs of fin. a very hell of fin and wick* ednefs ; in his life he finds innumerable evils, fins of 
a crirnfon dye and fcarlet tindhire Haring him in the face; yea, his very duties are not without fin, even in ehefe there is abundance of pride, formality, un- 
belief, and the lilee: His very righteoufnefs, art as filthy rags, Ifa. Ixw. 4. if he looks unto the law, 
there he reads his doom and condemnation in every line thereof; there he finds Htnafelf under the curfe : there he fees nothing but fear, and blaclnefs, and 
darknefs, and tempejls, Heb. xii. 18. if he looks to jullice, that he finds as a naming fword keeping him 
from the tree of life, from all happinefs: That ap- pears with an angry frowning countenance, demand- ing fatisf.idlion, as being infinitely wronged: But now b-the.midli of a!) thefe dTcouragerhents, the 
poor Toni at length gets a fight of Ghrift, in whom ■'lie fees encouragement after all: He difeovers land 
in a ftorm, as it were, and finds him in a bottom to 
reft his weary fpirit upon; in hjm he fees that which cm atone God, fatisfy juftice, anfwer all the demands 
of the law, fully deliver him from fin and guilt, and 
make him both holy and happy for ever; and ac- cordingly he refts and rolls himfelf upon him, refolv- 
ing that if he dies, he will die thus leaning upon this beloved. . . 

Ill, An aff of refignation or fubje&ion. As m the work of faith the foul thus chufies Chrift; and de- pends upon him, fo alio he is by the fpirit of God 
made cordiafty and unrefervedly to refign up himfelf unto him, to be ruled, governed, and dilpofed of 
by him in his own way : The foul now puts himfelf out of his own power and pofleflion, he pafles hira- fclfaw^y for himfelf, and he gives up himfeif into 
the power and pofTcffi m.of Jefus Chrift, to be ruled, governed, and fared by him as lie fees good: which is properly that a& of faith which we call refignation, 
HmJ this the feripture often mentions, Qaejhallfay l 
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am the Lord’/, ifa. xliv. 5. that is, he {hall give or re* Agn up himfelf to the Lord to be for ever his. and at his difpofe; fo 2 Cor. viii. 5. They gave them]el-in un- it the Lord: and Ephef v. 24 the church is laid to be fubje£l to Chrijl! 1‘he cafe feems to be this, there having many treaties palt in order to a match be- tween Chrift and the foul ; the foal at length, thro’ the help of" the divine spirit, is made freely to con- fent to take Chrift for his only head and hulband, and to be fubjeft to him in all things, to be perfcft’y and eternally at his difpofe. Mis language now to Chrift, is like that of Ahao to Benhaied, 1 Kings xx. 4. Behold l am thine, and all that I have is thine : Sweet Lord Jefus, fays the foul, 1 h ive been my own, and have lived too much in mine own will, and to.my own ends and inrerefts, but now l defire to be thine, and to live in thy will, and to thine ends ; take pof- 
feflion of me, fave me, rule me, lead me, difpofe of me as thou p’eafeft, and do all thy pleafure in me, pull down and fet up what thou wilt, 111 be, and do, and fuffer what thou wilt have me to be, and do, 
and fuffer. -tnd this is properly that ad of faith, whereby we clofe with Chrift as a Lord ai d a King, and.is indeed the evidence of the truth of the two former; for youmtift know, that though faith's fir.i 
afped be to Chrift as a Saviour, yet it comes to eye him as a Lord and King alfo. As faithlfully bottoms upon the fatisfadmn of Chrift, fo it freely bows to the feepter of Chrift ; yea, when faith can’t challenge Chrift as a Saviour, yet it will own Chrift as a Lord. 1 ou know how Laban fpake to Abraham's fervant 
upon the fight of the ear rings and bracelets, which he had given his fifter Rebekah, and upon his hearing a relation from her of his difeourfe with her, Cone in thou ble(fed of the Lord, nuhy flandeji thou without ? / 
have room for thee, Gen. xxiv. 31. In like manner does the foul fpeak to Chrift, upon the fight of that worth that is in him, and that need which Ihe has of him ; come in thou blefled of the Lord, come in thou blel- 
fed of the Lord, w’hy ftandeft thou without ? 1 have 

E 3 
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room for thee in my underftanding, and in my wilt 
and affettions; and I would have thee poflefs all, and 
command all : In a word, the foul freely gives up 
himfelf to Chrift’s holy and fpiritual government. Thou art an holy Chriil, (fays he) who is to reign, and 1 refign up myfelf to thee, I will have no Lord but thee ; take the whole throne to thyfelf withiit 
me ; 1 know thy yoke is an eaty yoke, and 1 defire to bear it; thy icepter is a righteous fcepter, and I de- 
fire to how to it; thy kingdom is a kingdom of righ- teoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, and I 
heartily defire to come under the power of it. I would 
be fandified as well as juftifxed ; 1 defire thy fpirit to f'ubdue my corruptions for me, and to make me holy, as well as thy blood to wafh away my guilt for me, and ingratiate me with thyfelf: and this is what the 
fcrlpture calls, tin opening of the gates, and lifting up of the cvcrlafing doors, to let Chriji the king of glory 
in, Pial. xxiv. 7. Thus by thef'e three, which indeed 
are the great united acts of faith, the fpirit of God enables the foul to cloie with Chrift in a marriage- corcnant, and relation. V, The foul being thus enabled to believe, and fo 
clofe with Chrift in a marriage-covenant 5 then as 
the crown and perfection of all, the bleiied ipirit of God, takes up his abode, and dveils for ever in that foul, as the pledge and everlafting bond of this mar- riage-union and relation between them. The fwcet 
fpirit cioes not only come as a friend, to treat about 
the match, and alfo to tie the Marriage-knot be- tween Chrift and us ; but moreover, this being done, 
he remains himfelf in the foul, as a love-token from Ciirift to him, as the pawn and -pledge of this e- ipouial, and as the everlafting bond and confirmation 
»f this marriage union and relation : Hence that of 
the Apoftle, He that is joined to the Lord, is one ftlrih, \ Cor. vi. 17. one fpirit with the Lord he is joined 
to • that fpirit which did join him to Chrift, does re- main in him and in Chritl both : Chrift leaves his 
own fpirit in his fpoufes as the pledge and bond of 
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that marrriage-union that is between him and them; 
fo that he and they have the fame Jpirit dwelling in them; yet with this difference, he dwells iu Chrift ' without meafure, in us by meafure ; in Chrift Tin- 1 mediately, 1>y virtue of the perfdnal union, in us by ii his gifts and graces ; in Chrift as an head, in us as 
members, and he with thefe are the love-tdlcens, the 
pawns and pledges of his marriage troth plighted be- tween Chrift and us; and this indeed is that which makes this union fo ftrong and inviolable, as that it can never be broken : Yea, not only doe's he remain in the foul as the pledge and bond of this union but |i alfo to deck and adorn the foul with grace, and to 

: make him ready for the confummation of the mar- riage above : You know, when Ajraham's fervant faw that Rehtkerh confehted to be lfadc\ wife, he B‘ then gave her jewels of fflver> and jtivets of go'*,, and rich raiment, Gen. xxiv. 53. So the bidled ipii it !' of God having gained the fouls confent to be eipoul- 
ed to Chrift, and the marriage-knot being tied be- ji tween them, now he dwells in the foul to deck and j adorn him; now he gives him jewels of gold and : filver, furnilhes and beautifies him with all divine and heavenly graces : He dwells in him as an inde- ficient fpring and fountain of all grace and gracious diipofitions, till he has lodged him fafe in the arms and bofom of his fweet hulb.tnj above. Thus, at length, the efpoufai or marriage relation is made np between Chrift and the iciul. And O brow bleftl-d is 
the foul that is thus efpoufed to him ! 1 nfmft fay to fuch a foul, blelfed be the day that ever thou Wert 
born; bleifta the womb that bare thee; and bIdled the paps which gave thee fuck ; blriled gofpel which revealed this fweet Chrift to thee, and blefled fpirit that has tied this happy knot between him and thee. 
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CHAP VI. 

Being a call tt, and treaty with fouls, in order to an efpoufat between Chrijl and them. 
WELL, and what is the meaning of all this ? Surely, it fhould have a mighty influence 
upon the fpirits of men, to draw and allure them to Chrift, to induce them at leaft to look after an ac- quaintance with this blefled efpoufal to him ; and in- 
deed l would take occaflon hence to treat with eter- nal fouls, in order to a match between Chrift and 
them ; and O that I could do it effedhially ! Look, my beloved as David fent his fervants to Abigail to commune with her, in order to his taking her to wife, i Sam. xxv. 39, 40. fo has the Lord Jefus fent 
me, his poor unworthy fervant, to you this day to commune with you in order to the efpoufmg you to 
himfelf; and O that you would do in this cafe, as fae did in that, for Jl:e haflned (’tis laid) and arofe 
and went to David, and became his wife, ver. 42. O that you would all arife, arife out of your fins, arife out of your unbelief, arife out of your carnal fecurity, 
and go to Chrift, and become his fpoufe : And not only fo, but, as (he did make hafte in the bufinefs, clofe fpeediiy with him in a marriage covenant, even to day ; O bUffed day, might I fucceed as they did ! How happy would it be for you! how comfortable for me ! and how joyful for us all in the day of the bridegroom's coming! Sirs, let me fay, O that I might fay of yon, as Paul of his Corinthians here, / 
have efpoufedyou to one husband, even to. Chrift. And why ihould it not be thus ? Why Ihould you not rife and go with me to fweet Jefus, and be efpoufed unto 
him? Can you make light of all that love, that coot- fort, that fweetnefs, that happinefs, that blelfed uni- on and communion, that delight, folaee and com- placency of foul which this efpoufal carries in it i Or, is there any thing can make up the lofs of thefe ?' 
Can fin and the creature afford any thing comjw- 
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able hereunto ? Surely there is more fweetnefs, more 

I] happinefs in one kifs of the mouth of this bleifed Lord, in one embrace of his bofom, one moment’s communion with him, than in all the delights of fin 
and the creature ; if you doubt it, come and fee. Experienced fouls will tell you, that one defcent of ij love from Chrift, one beam of the light of his coun- tenance, one turn with him in his galleries, is infi- : nitely beyond all earthly delight whatfoever. Again, can you be content to die, and perifh eternally, ■ rather than live, and be made happy in fuch a fweet * and defirablc way as this of being efpoufed to Chrift 

; is ? A more fweet and defirable way of being made happy than this of an efpoufal to Chrift, furely neither men nor angels could ever have thought on ; UAnd can you, O eternal fouls be content to die, to perilh, to be damned and miferable for ever, rather 
I than be faved and made happy this way ? If you get [ not union with, and a marriage-relation to this fweet j Lord, you muft die and perifh for ever; Know you 1 not (fays the apoftle) that Jefns Chrift is in you, ex- 
j «/>/ you be reprobates ? 2 Cor. xiii. j. if Chrift be j not in us, we are certainly reprobates, we are rejeft- ed of God, and out of his favour, and then furely we muft perifti. Naturally we are all dead, all loft, all condemned ; “judgment is come upon all men to 

condemnation, Rom. v. t.8. and we are all the children j of w rath by nature, Eph. ii. 3. And if ever we be juftdied and faved, -it muft be by a marriage-union and relation to Chrift. Tkercis nt condemnation (fays the Apoftle) or, as the words are, nothing of con- 
demnation to them that are in Chrijft Jtfus, Rom. viii, I. But as is there implied, there is nothing but con- 
demnation to them that are out of Chrift Jefus. Once more; can you be content to be Ihut out from the 

( marriage at lalt for ever ? Think of that fcriptu-,- and bear the dread of it if you can, Matth. xxv. i 0’ 
j /tnJ they that were ready, went unto the marriage, and the door was Jhut; Ihut againft others who then 

would fam enter: To be fnut out from the marriage- 
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fupper at latt, is to be (hut out from God, from Chrift, from the comforter, from all the faints and 
angels, from all happmefs, yea, and from all hopes of 
happinefs for ever; and thus you mull exped to be fhut out from the marriage at laft, if you come not into an 
efpoufal to him here. And can you bear it, think you ? Gan you be content to hear Chrift fay unto you at laft. Depart from me, depart. You would have 
none of me on earth, though I wooed and befought you with tears ; and therefore now you (hall have 
none of me in heaven ; you might have been happy in an union and communion with me and the arms of my love were open to have received you, but you would not; therefore now depart from me, I know 
you net : And can you bear this ? Beftdes, what is it that keeps your foul from a clofe with Chrift in this- anarriage relation ? A vain world, a filthy luft, a 
painful perilhing pleafure, a fenfiial appetite : And 
are thefe better than Chrift ? Are thefe indeed things 
to be laid in the ballance by you againft Ghrift, yea, and to weigh down him in your values ? Q monftrous ftupidity! In fiiort, firs, the matter 1 am treating 
with you about, is no trifle, ’tis of no lefs moment and importance to you than eternal life or death, eternal falvation or damnation comes to ; your eter- 
nal all depends upon it, for you muft live or die, be faved or iwnned eternally, according as you do, or do not clofejin with Chrift in a marriage union and relation here: why then Ihould you ftand off from 
him ? Yea, why fliould not this be the day of efpou- fals between him and you ? Ohf be not fhy, be not coy to Chrift, but embrace his love: furely his arms 
are wide open to receive you, his heart is upon you, and his defire is towards you ; Lift up therefore the everlafiing deers, and let this King of glory in .-.Give 
up your names and fouls unto him for ever. Some of you are young, and have your affe&ionS green and 
frefh : O that you would now go with me to fweet Jefus, and become his fpoufe ; you cannot love him, 
n.or be married to him.too foot: O, let him have you* 



the Soul's Efptufal /e CHRIST. 1! Leans before this World hath defiled and debauched ihem. Others of you are aides, and have outftood the calls and offers of Chrift long; yet lo, he once jnore tenders himfelf to you ; O now clofe with him, 
and all will be well yet. But for the better fucceed- ing of this treaty, I fhall, in the managing of it, fpeak three things, i. I’ll (hew you what manner of huf- 
band the Lord Jefus Chrift is, and how he is quali- fied to render him defireable in that relation. 2. I’ll tj ihew you what great things he does for all his fpoufes. I 3. I’ll ftrew you how much his heart is upon a match ' with you. And now, as Abrnhcm's fervant, when ! he was to .get a wife for Ifaac, prayed, faying, 0 1 Lord God of. my mafler Abraham, fend me good fpeed i this day, Gen. xxiv. t2. fo would I upon the bended i knees of my foul pray, O Lord God, the Gfcd and ( father of my royal mailer Jefus Chrift, fend me good f fpeed this day, that I may win, through thy grace, 

i a (poufs for him. 
CHAP. VII. 

i!' Which floeoxss what manner of husband Chrijl is, and \ , how qualified for the endearing pf him to fouls, and rendering him deft rable in a conjugal union. 
WII A T is thy beloved more than another be- . loved, that thou fo doft charge us ? So the daughters of Jentfalcm fpake unto the Ipoule, Cant. v. 9. In like manner may fome Pay unto me; Who 
or what is this Chrift, that you do fo prefs us to an 
efpoufal with him ? What is there in him t» render him defireable to us ?- Who, or what is be ? Truly I can’t tell, nor could I, had I the tcr.'Jgue of men and angels ; and I am almoft afraid to fpeak of him, left I fliould darken his glory inftead of difplaying it: This 1 am fureof, he is (as on? (peaks of him) earth’s 
wonder, and heavea’s wonder both; and has all that 
m him, and that in infinite erninency and perfection, that (hould render him grateful and defireable to fouls m a •conjugal relation: Look therefore upon him, and 



$4 The Bejl Match ; Or, ▼iew him a little, ai^d fee if there be any thing fott can define in fuch a relation that is wanting in him. I’ll lay this more fully before you in thefe following 
particulars. I. Are you for dignity and greatnefs? This goes far among men, and make* many a match : for this none like Chrift, none fo great, lb glorious, f<> ho- 
nourable as he: Pray view him a little : as to his de- fcent. He came forth from God, viz. by eternal ge- 
neration, and is the eternal Son of the eternal Father, John xvi. 28. View him in his perfon. and there you will fee nothing but greatnefs; for he is no other 
than God-man, and has all the excellencies of both 
natures in one perfan : he is Emmanuel, God 'with ur, God in our nature, Matth, i. 23. He is God, Heb. i. 
8. The true God, John v. 20- 'The great God, Titus ii. 13. The mighty God, Ifa. ix. 6. God over all, or the mojl high God, Rom. ix. j. God equal with the Fa- ther, having the fame divine elTence, and elfential 
perfeftions in him, that the Father hath in him, PhiH ii. 6. He is the brigkincji of hit Faih-r's glory, and the exprefs Char after of his psrfon ; one in whom the 
whole Majefty, Luflae, and Glory of the Father 
fhines forth ; one, on whom the Father has engraven all his eternal Excellencies, Heb. i. 3. Some Imall beams and rays of God’s glory do (bine forth in the 
faints and angels; but in Chrilt the fulnefs, luftre, and brightnefs of it appears. View him in his office 
and relation with the dignity that even here he is ad- vanced unto : He is a king, a great king, King of kings, and Lord of lords. Rev. xix. 6. King of faints, Rtv. xv. 3. Ki%of nations, Jer. x. 7 King of glory, 
Pfal. xxiv. 7. He is the head of all principalities and powers and ’tis their glory that they have fuch an head, Col. ii. 10. He is the fellow of the Lord of hqfls, Zech. xiii. 7. He is the firjl horn of God, higher than the kings of the earth, Pt'al. Ixxxix. 27. He is fet down at God's own right hand in heavenly places, far above 
all principalities, and powers, and might, and domini- on, Eph. i. 20. He is made higher than the leavens* 
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Heb. vii. 26. Among all j*erfons, and in all things ’whether in heaven or earth, he has the prehemi- nenoe, Col. 1. 18. Such is his greatnefs, that the whole ereation is bound to perform homage and wor- 
ftiip to him, the angels themfelves not excepted : Let 
all the angels of God <worfhip him, fays the Father, ileb. i. 6. and Phil. ii. y, iq. God hath highly exalt- 
ed him, and given him a name above every name, that at the name of Jefus every knee Jbould bo<u), of things in heaven, and things on earth, and things under the 

i earth; i. e. Angds as well as men mull perform 1 worlhip to hiin : And indeed a refufal fo to do, 
i would turn angels into devils : He is beloved, fear- 1 ed, believed on, obey’d, prrfy’d unto, praifed, ad- 
1 mired, and delighted in by all : He is to have equal honour from all with the Father; All mujl honour 
i the'Son as they honour the Father, John v. 23. What I fliall 1 fay ? He has the fovereign lordlhip and dif- ipofal both of grace and g'ory in his hand, the Son J quickneth yushom he ’wJJhs John v. 21. He fays unto l one, live, and he five's; and to another, live, and he j] lives; and the reft ofc the dead lives not: He has the 
lj keys of death and hell, Rev. i. 18. He has the govern- 
It mem of the whole world in his hand ; His kingdom ruleth over all, Plal. ciii. 19. He is in full poffeflion of a kingdom over the whole creation, all jitcfgment being comt/iited to him, John v. 22. And O how glo- 
rious is he in the whole of it! “Glorious in his throne, which is at the right hand of God, Heb. i. 3. Glorious in his commiffion,’ which is all power in heaven and earth, Matth. xxviii. 18. Glorious in his feepter, which is a feepter of righteoufnefs, Pfal xlv. 

| 6 Glorious in his attendants, ten thoufitnd times ten thoufand of his holy ones, even thoufands of angels, Dan.\X\. 10. Glorious in his way of rule, full of grace and fweetnel's tow-ards his people, full of terror and 
inajefty towards his enemies, his arrows being fharp in their hearts, Pfal. xlv. j.” And as he governs | all now, fo he will judge all at laft : and all mud 

H ft and or fall, live or die, be fared or damned for ever, 



56 The Bcft Match; Cfr, 
according to what fentence he ihall pafs upon them, Jfts xvii 31. Rom. xli. to; Q how great is this Lord ! j and how worthy to be embraced by us l Offirs, will i 
ypu deny to great, fo glorious aperfon, when he makes j love to ydii ? Should you fee fome great prince woo- ing a beggar in rags upon the dunghill, you would wonder to fee her flight him, and, make him wait 
time after time upon her: Why, there is an infinitely greater perfon than the greateft of king$ that woes | you, and fblicites you for your love : \nd will you | yet be fhy of him, and make him wait ? Will you re- I fufe him ? Then wonder at your own fordid ingra- titude, 

11, Are you for riches and treafures ? Thisr weighs 1 with- moft; for this, none like Chrilt, he has riches 1 as well as greatnefs to recommend him to you; Riches j and honour are nyith me, Prov. viii. 18* Yea, and his 
riches are the be'.f fort, his are fpiritual ♦riches, trea- | 
fures in heaven, Matth. vi. 20. Riches of life and | * Jove, peace and pardon, grace and glory, righteouf- | nefs and falvation; riches of gjory, and riches in glory: And O what poor things are the riches of j tliis worfd to thefe ? His are true riches, Luke xvi. I 11. The riches of this world are but painted riches, his are .fubflantial riches. I’will caufe.them that love 
me to inherit fubjlance, Prov. viii. 21. The riches of this world are vain, thev are not, Prov. xxiii. 5. But 
the riches of Chnft have a reality in them ; his are lading and durable riches; Riches and honour are 
with me, yea, durable riches and righteoufnefs, Prov, | 
viii. j8. Worldly riches are perilhing and uncertain 1 things, 1 77w. vi. 17. Now we enjoy them, but all of afudden they are gone and difappear ; but Chrift’s I 
are eternal riches for an eternal foul : And as his riches are thus of the bed foit, fo he has great a- i bundance of them: his riches are boundleifs and uu- \ fearchable : To me (fays Paul) it it given to preach 
the unsearchable riches of thrift, Ephef. iii. 8. hie ] is heir of all things, Heb. i. 2. All the treafuves , S of heaven and earth are his: He has altftib.efs dvsel- J 
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ling in bint, GqI. t. 19. even alt the fuihefs of the 
Godhead ; whole God dwells th him ; he has enough to fupply all our wants, and to anfw'cr all eur da- rtres : Do we want grace? He ij full of grace, John 
i. 14. Do we want life? With him. it the fiuntain of lift, Pfal. xaxvi. 9. Do we want redemption,. re- 1. demption from fin, front death, from hell, from 
wrath ? With him h plenteous redemption, Pfal. cxxx» 7. Do we want peace ? He gives peace ; My peace T give unta you, John xiv. 27. Do we want rigiueouf- 1 nefs ? He has fu/f lied ait righteoufnefs, he is become I the Lord our righteoufnefs, Jer. xxiii. 6. Now will ' you rejed this rich Lord ? you are poor, and mi (era* [ ble, and naked ; and will you not embrace this Chrilt, tendering himfelf with all thefe riches to yon ? O 

f how juhly then will you perilh for ever! O that k there were Ibihe covetous, foul here this day, that 
II Would be taken with the riches of Chrill ! ||: III. Are you for bounty, for a noble and generous U fpirit: That’s defirable in fuch a relation, and takes h much with many; for this alfo, none like Chrift ; j;: He is a bountiful Lord, of a noble and generous W, fpirit, "as well as rich: Many a man has riches e-> 1 nough, but has a bale, narrow, covetous fpirit; and jl fo his wife has little of them; but Chrift has a noble 
h generous, bountiful heart; He is not only rich, but , he is alfo willing to lay out all his riches and trea- I furesupon his fpoufes; all the treafures of his love 
U and grace; all the treai'ures of his righteoufnefs and II confolation; He would have them abundantly filled, 
| abundantly comforted, abundantly enriched for ever: What a generous fpirit, towards them does he ex- prefs, Cant. v. 1. Eat, 0friends; drink yea, drink abundantly, 0 belovedt As if he Ihould lay, I have enough, infinitely enough Iqf you, and 1 would have you to have enough, J would have you have yW 

fouls full of all good; he would have them to have full graces; full joys, full comforts, and full happi- ■oefs lor ever, Thefe things fpeai I unto you, j[fays he) 
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that your joy may he full, John xv. 11. And again, Afk that you may receive, that your joy may he full, 
John xvi. 24. He wills them like happinef's with him- lelf; like love and embraces in the Father's bolbtn, xvii. 24, 26. Like grace and holinefs, John xvii. 22. O what a noble, genecous, bountiful heart has this fweet Lord towards his fpoufe! Soul, (hall it not draw and allure thee to him ? Nothing will fatisfy him lefs than their participating with him in his own bleflednefs: Soul, if thou reje&eft this bountiful Lord, know that he has ts eafures of wrath and ven- 
geance alio,, which he will plentifully pour out upon thee for ever. IV. Are you for wifdom and knowledge ? Wifdom 
and knowledge render a perfon lovely and definable, ’tis indeed one of a perfons higheft excellencies and- ,pe• f, t qns ; for this alfo non-s like Chrilt ; He is the 
H'ijdoin of God, and the povcer of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. The infinite wifdom of the eternal God does thir e forth in him and through hirn : Yea. in him are hid 
ell the treafursj of viifdom and knowledge. Col. ii. 3. Which may be underftood actively, as well as paf- fively, he knowing all, as well as having all that is worth knowing in him; He is the only <wift God, Jude 25. There is no true Wifdom but in him, and. 
there is no true wifdom to be had but by him, and from him; he is often in feripture called Wifdom. to note that infinite wildom that is in him : He knows 
all perfons and all things; he knows the Father, and that as he is known of him, John x. 15. He know* the mind and will of the Father ; hence faid to be in 
his befsm, which is the place of fecrets, as well as love, Johst i. t8. He knows all his Father’s counlels and decrees, which have been of old touching the 
falvution and damnation of man : Hence we read of 
the Lamb's book of life, and names written therein. Rev xiii. 8. He knows all the works of God the Fa- ther, the Father loveth the Son, and fseweth him whatfoever he doth, John v. .0. He knows the attri- 
bi|tes and perfections of God, and he only, Matlh, 
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5c?. 27, John iv. 56. He knows the whole word of God, being himielf the Word, John i. 1. ’ fis ob- ferved by one, that the Angels themfelves do not know all the word of God, but Chrill does: And as 
he thus knows God, and the things of God, fo alfo he “knows man, and the things of man; He knows ell Men and what is in them, John ii. 24, 25. He knows the ftate, the fpirits, the frames, the thoughts, the ends, the counfels, the ways, the wants, the burdens, the temptations of all. In a word, he is 
infinite in wifdom and counfel, and he knows per^ fedtly, as how to promote his own glory, fo how to defend, fave, and comfort his fpoufes, and carry on their happinefs in the belt way; O, who would not have fuch an hufbmd 1 Soul, if thou rejeft him, know that his wifdom will fight againft thee ; and he 
knows how to damn and deftfoy for ever, V. Are you for beauty ? That takes with mofl; for this none like Chrift ; for beauty and come'ir.el's he infinitely furpafl'es both men and angels-. We read of Mo/es, that he v/zs exceeding fair ; and of David, that he was ruddy, and of a beautiful countenance ; and Jofephas reports of the one of them, that all that faw him, were amazed at, and enamoured on his 
beauty. O but what was their beauty to Chrift’s ? Were their beauty, and (with theirs) the beauty of men and angels put together, ir would ail be nothing to the beauty of Chrill; not fo much as the light of a farthing candle is to the light of the fun at noon* day ; he is beautiful and glorious, Ifa. iv. 2. Was Mofes fair ? Chrift is infinitely more fair ; He is fairer than the children of men, Plal. xlv. 2. And had you an eye to behold his beauty, you could not but be amaz- ed at it, and enamoured on it; Was David ruddy and of a beautiful countenance ? See what the ipoul'e fays of Chrift, Cant.y. 10. My beloved is white and 
ruddy, the ehiefejl of ten thoufand; which notes the •jperfeiftionof his beauty; and therefore Ihe concludes all with this, (having fpoken of the beauty of his fe- deral parts) He is altogether lovely, ver. r6. or he is 

F 2 
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ail iovclinefn; as if he fhould fay, What do I do ? 
There is no end of his beauty and anaiablenefs ; there is nothing in him but what is lovely; and there ie 
nothing lovely but what is in him; neither is there any thing in the whole creation, that has beauty and 
amiablenefs enough in it, to be a fhadow and refena- blance of his beauty and amiablenefs. 0 fair fan,, (fays Rutherford) andfair moon, andfair fan, andfair jivu'ers, andfair rofes, and fair lilies; but 0 ten thoufand 
thoufand times fairer Lord Jefus! /liar, I have oureng- td him (lays heJ in making the covtparifon this nvay : 
0 black fu>t and moon ! but 0 fair Lord Jefus ! 0 black 

flo’wers, and black lilies and rojes ! but 0 fair, fair, even fair Lord Jefns! 0 black heaven J but 0 fair Chrifi ! 0 black angels ! but 0 firpafingly fair Lord Jefus! In fhcrt, divines obi'erve, that there is fotnewhat in 
Cbrift more amiable than falvation; and indeed there are thofe heart-endearing beauties, thofe foul-ravi/h- 
ing excellencies in the petfpn of this beloved, that are unfpeakably beyond falvation itfelf; He is the brightness; the lullre, the fhining forth of his Father's- glory, Heb. i. 2. O, who would not be ravifhed with, 
and enamoured on his beauty ? A Imall light and re- port thereof, fet the daughter’s of Jerufulem a feet* ihg after him, Cant.y\. i. And (ball it have no in- 
fluence upon you, to draw and allure you to him ? Does one fo fair and beautiful make love to fuch black 
and deformed creatures as yon and 1 are, and ihall we refufe him ? Shall we rejedt this lovely Lord l O that his beauty might enamour us ! VI. Are you for love as well as lovelinefs ? for * 
fwett, kind, loving dtfpofuion. This is defifable to all; for this alio none like Chrill ; He is of a moll fweet, loving, tender, affable difpofitinn; he indeed 
is love itfelf, kindnefs itfelf, tenderuels and compUf- fion itfelf; Gcdishve, i John iv. 16. His lore to his l-nniin-c h»s all dimenlions, heights, breadths, depths. 

•of his love j ?as it he ihouia lay or «» >««» 
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!hcaven, and deeper than the fea; \is broader than 
the orb of the earth, and longer than aM time, dar- ing throughout eternity, yea, and it psles know- ledge. There are two things Which exceed our know- ledge; our fins, and Chrift's love; the one is almoft, the other is altogether bouhdieft and bottonalefs. Tho’ a man has never fo many accomplifhinehts to commend him, yet if he be of a rough, crabbed, four 
difpofition, this renders him unacceptable for fuch a relation ; but to all his o^.her perfeclions, Chrid has this added, that he is infinitely loving as well as love- ly, and of a moft kind, tender difpofition to his fponfes. Hence we read in fcripture of his love, his Jcindnefs, his meeknefs, his gehtlenefs, and the like ; 
ah noting the admirable fweetnels and amiablenefs of 
his difpofition; he wept over his very enemies, even them/that finally refilled him, LK^exviii. 41,42. Yea, he had a kindnels for his murderers, and prayed for 
them, and that Whiift they were murdering of him ; yea, and his prayer carried many of them to heaven, Luke xxiii. 34. O what love, what kindnefs t!v.-n mud he have for his fpoufes ! He that has love for enemies, 1 and fUch lOve, what mult he have for his friends ? ’Tis a i'weet glofs which one of the ancients has upon the place iaft quoted ; Father, forgive them, they know 1 : not what they do : “ This (fays he) is a word becom- !, ing the eternal word, the word of the eternal Father; i he prays not only lor his perfecutcrs and reproachers, but even for his murderers, improving all bis interell 
in his Father for them; faying in effect, Father, I en- treat thee, by that fatherly love thou halt for me, 

( and by which we are one, hear me for thefe my rnur- ! deters, in forgiving of them; own the love of thy Son, that thou rnayft pardon his enemies.” O what 
kindnefs does this argue ! in a word, his love is as an ocean, which hath neither brim nor bottom; neither can Ive but be kind to his. The law, indeed, of kind- nefs (as ’tis fa id of the good wife, Prov. ixxi. 26.) is in his lips: yea, and in his heart and carriage too; 
ail being lull of love. O that his love-might draw you ' 



62 The Dejl Match ; Or, 
Surely no love like his love, none fo full, none fo r.: free, none fo f.veet, none fo fruitful, none fo ravilh- ing, none fo (afting; his love, where he loves, never fails, nor tr it ever be broken off; IVho Jhall fcparate 
tts (fays the apoftle) from the Icvt *f Chriji ? That is, nothing can 1'eparate us from his love, Neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, ! nor things preUnt, n.., things to come, nor height, nor i 
depth, nor atty thing etfe can do it, Rom. viii. 35, 38, | i 39. And I think, fays an holy man, his unchange- I 
able love hath faid unto me, I defy thee to break me, or charge me. O firs, experienced fouls will tell you, how fweet and good, and rich ChriiVs love is. They 
•will tell you, one fight, one tafte ®f it makes heaven 
in the foul, that ’tis better than wine, Cant. i. 2. And | will you rejedt him and his love too ? Will you pour contempt upon fo much kindnefs ? O how jultly then 
will you perifli under his wrath ! He has wrath in him I 
as well as love ; wrath for enemies, as well as love for his fpeufes; and his wrath is as hot and terrible, 1 as his love is fweet and comfortable, yea his love will, ; 
if rejedfed by you, turn into wrath, and no wrath, | hke that, that is the refult of abufed love : O there- fore clofe with Chrift this day. VU. Are you for a perfon of efteem, one that is H much valued and beloved i An ingenuous foul would defire this ; and for this none like Chrift ; As there is none fo kind and loving as he, fo there is none fo 1 much valued and beloved as be : He is beloved by all 
v/hofe love is worth the having : He is highly valued and beloved by all the faints, both in heaven and , earth; the faints in heaven they admire and adore ,j him; ’tis a part of their happinefs to love him, and ; delight in him for ever: And the faints on earth, j; 
they Jove and value him above all others whatever ; 
he is the dearly beloved of their fouls. How oft does 1 the fpoafe call him her beloved, and her well belov- | 

- ed ? And once and again, Ihe declares herfeH lick of j f .ve to him ; (lie is enamour’d on him ; he is. indeed- | 
the define of all'nations. Hag. ii. 7. That is to f-iy, J 
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lie whom all the faithful in all nations do love, defire’ and delight in : Hence alfo that of the apoftle, Toyw that believe he is precious, i Pet. ii. 7. The faints love and value Chrill above all their natural, or creature- enjoyments, above father and mother, hulband and wife,-ear... children, houfes and lands, and the like : So much is intimated, Matth. x. 37. andxix. 29. they 
love and value him above all their fpiritual attain- ments, Accounting them but dung for Cbrijl, Phil, Hi. 8. They love and value him above their lives, being ready to die for him, A&s xxi. 13. Rev. xii. 11. O how 
dear is Chrift to faints ? he is alfo highly valued and beloved by all the holy Angels; he is the great ob- je<S of their love and admiration: Hence he is faid to be feen of angels,, that is, to be beloved and de- lighted in by angels, 1 Tim Hi. 16. The blclfed an- gels do fee that in Chrift, which does enamour them I on him, and fill them wdth love to him, and delight 1 in him ; yea, which does fill them with perpetual ad- | mirings and adorings of him, Rev. v. 12. Yea, which is more than all this, he is infinitely valued and 

L) beloved by God the Father alfo: The blelfed Cod' fees that in Chrift, that renders him infinitely amiable and defirable in his eye, and to his foul ; both as Soa and alfo as Mediator, he is even infinitely dear and pre- - ■cions to the Father : and as he is the Son of God, the 
Son of the Father, as the apoftle’s expreflion is, fo is he ,the darling and delight of the Father’s foul, and 
was fo from all eternity ; fo much he himfelf tells us, Prov. viii. 30. So is he the infinite and eternal favour- rite of the infinite and eternal Father ; fo he is one in effence with the Father, and accordingly mult be in- finitely dear to the Father. Hence he"'!* faid to be in the. Father's bafom, and as his Son, was fo from eter- nity, John i. 18. Now the bofom is the feat of love; and this being in his Father's bofom, notes that ftrong, 

, ardent, intimate love which the Father has for him : Yea, even as Mediator the Father loves him, John Hi. 35 Yea, he love* him w'ith a choice, a fingle, and an eminent love, with a love of the higheft ftrain, the 
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ch&tceft eitCtHency, the fweeteft influence; a love that has a ftamp of fpecial glory upon it: Hence he is cal- led the Bel aped, Kphef. i. 6. He hath made nt accepted 
in the bthHed: that is, in Chrift, who ismoft dear to God: Hehce God calls him, hit beloved Sen, This it my 
beloved Son in‘whbvt I am uotllpleaftd, Matrti, iti. 17. Yea, he is called the Son of his loTe ; he hath tranflat* 
ed us into the kingdom of his dear Son; the Greek is, the Son of his love, Col. i. 13. Yea, the Father proclaims him to be the delight of his foul. Behold (faith he) tny Servant whom / have choftn; mine Eleft, in whom my foul delighteth, Ifa. xlii. 1. What fliall I fay ? God loves 
hitnfelf infinitely, and next to himfelf he loves Chrift, and delights in him ; ’tis true, he loves all the Works 
of hi* hand as fuch, efpecially rational creatures; and among them he has a peculiar love for his faints 
and the holy angels ; but he loves Chrifl unfpeakably 
more than all: He indeed is fifft beloved, and moil 
belovedv and beft beloved by him, of all others. God, as the fchool-men obferve, does love the very fleih or human nature of Chrifl, more than all the angels: In a word, he loves him fo, as that he is even ravilh- ed with him, and he can’t but love alt that are in him, or related by cotfenant-to him; and that thd’ altogether uniovely in themfelves. Now firs, will you not kWe and embrace this beloved ohe, one that Is 
thus valued and bdoVed by faints by angels, and by God the Father? And let me fay, one that is iu ed trod deipifed by hone but devils, and devililh ones ; 
foul, if you reject him, Whom all the faints and an- gels love, admire and adore, then never expe<A to 
live with them in the fruition of him, but reckon upon ' living x>. ith devils and damned fpiiits, in hell for ever : If thou reje& him whom me Father loVes and 
delights in, then expert to be rcjefted both by him and the'Father for ever; but foul, rather be prevail- 
ed with fo lt>Ve him too. VIII. Are you for immortality, for one that lives forever? This added to the reft is definable ; and 
f or tin , none like Chrift : Yea, none but Chrift, he 
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i and he alone is a never-dying hufband; the beft huf* 

ij band here below is mortal, and may leave you in a i moment ; but Ghrift is immortal, he is the king ini' wortal, eitrnal, 1 Tim. i. 17. and he only ha'th im- tj mortality, 1 Tim. vi. 16 He, and he only lives for :i evermore: Behold I live for evertkcri, (fays he) Rev. 
i i. t8. He will never leave you in the defolate ftate of r widowhood; yea, not only does Ire live for ever him- 
!t felf, but moreover he makes all his fpeufes to live for n| ever too : So you find, John x\. 15, 26. I atn the re- jj furteftitn and the life, (fays he) h^ihat belitveth in 
M nie, tko' he 'were dead, yit Jhall he live; and "xho- il fiever libeth and believeth in me Jhall never die. O 
y what an hufband is this ! an hufband that lives for if ever himfelf, and that makes his fpoufes live for ever I too; he gives all his fpoufes fuch a life as never dies, an immortal life. In a word clofe With him, and as { he will live for ever as thy hulband, fo thou fhalt 

live for ever as his fpoufe : O, who would not ac- | cept of fuch a perfon ? Soul, if thou received him, Iknow, he lives for ever, to love thee, to comfort thee, • to delight thee, to make thee happy in and with him- felf; but if thou reje&eft him, know, that he lives for ever to punilh thee, to inflift w'rath and venge- ance upon thee, and to make thee c.ompleatly mifer- abie; but O, rejedt him not! Thus have 1 fhewn ytm I a Httle what an hufband Chrift is to his fpoufes; and 
upon the whole, 1 Would fay t*. you, as the fpoufe 1 did to the daughters of JeruJalem, Cant. v. 16. This is my beloved, and this is My friend; This is he that offers himfelf to your embraces; furely he is no mean, no defpicablc ptribn, but one infinitely defir- able. Now, what do you fay? will you have him, or will you not? Poffibly this is the lad tender he will ever make of himfelf to you; poffibly the match 

• mud be made now or never : therefore Ubw clofe with him, accept him upon his own. terms, who fure- 
ly is worthy of all acceptatioh. 



CHAP. VIII. 
Which Jhevit what great t hi figs Chrijl docs f»r all hit 

Speufes. 
R.UE, may fame fay, Chrift’s perfon is defir- able, but whit will he do for his fpoufes ? What may our fouls expetl from him, in cafe we Ihould clofe up with him in a marriage-covenant: 

What will he Jo ^ What will he not do for you ? Surely he a<5ts himfelf, and does great things for all his fpouies: And O happy, happy they that are indeed efpoufed unto him ! I IhiU, for the more 
effe'&ual drawing of poor fouls to him, Ihew you what he does for his fpoufes, in thel’c flowing par- '’uiculars.. 

I. He pays all their debts. II. He fuppiies all their wants. Ilf. He heals all their maladies. IV. He beats all their burdens. V. He fweetens all their afHi&ions. VI. He fubdues all their enemies. VII. He minds and marnges all their concents. VIII. Enjointures them in eternal life and glory, I. He pays all their debts, fully difeharging their fouls irdm all fins and guiit. No former is a woman married to her hufband, but prefently ail her debts 
become his; he pays all, at leaft is liable fo to do; 
in like manner, no fooner is a foul efpoufed to Chrift, but all his debts to law and juftice become ChriiVs, and he pays all; And O, how great a thing is this ! Friends, we are all in debt, deeply in debt to the law and juftice of God ; We owe each one.of us more than our ten thoufand talents, Matth. xviii. 24. We ly under whole mountains of fin and guilt; the truth is, our firft father left us and all his pofteritf in debt; we brought fin and gurlt into the world with us, and the firft day we were born, divine Jui- . tice might have arrefted us, and have caft us into the difina! prifon of utter darknef*. “ I came of thof& 
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** parents (fays one of the ancients) who made me 

damned before I was born : they finners begot me “ a fmner in their fin.” And to the fame purpofe another of them fpeaks, “ No man is free from fin “ (fays he) in the fight of God ; no, not an infant “ of a day old.” tnd to give you a greater autho- rity than thefe, the holy Apollle aflerts the fame thing, Rom. v. j 2 . By one 7>ian Jin entered into'the ’world, and death by Jin ; and death pajfed upon all men, for that all haveJh/ned. /I dam (iin;ed,and we all finned in him, we all being in him as in a co'miiion head ; and the guilt of the adi of this fin is as truly ours, as it we had each one of us adfed it in our own perionsand we all Hand jultly condemned for it. Hence alfo vcr. 8. he tells us. That by the 'fence of one judgment cane upon all men to condemnation. Helides we have all 
contradled a v.ili debt upon ourfelves, and do ly un- 

l.der much adlual guilt, and that of a fcariet die and I cnmfon tirdlure. Alits, we have done little.but fin- ned ever fince we came into the world-; and indeed as long as we arc out of Chrift, es her all we do is fin, or at leal! we fin in all wc do j we are every day 
j funning upon new fcores, adding fin to fin, and guilt to guilt; And O, how great then muft our debt to law and Jultice needs be ? You look upon that man to be deeply in debt indeed, whole debts are fo many 
; and great, as that he can neither know, nor counf^ them. And thus it is with us, fo many and fo great 

are our fins, and confequcntly our debts to law and juftice, that we can neither know, or count them. David, though an holy man, cries out, U'ho can un- 
derfand his errors ? Plal. six. 12. Alas', who of us can count the fins of one day ? they pals our know- 
Jcdge; and which is worle flill, we are untler a ne- ceflry, whilft in our natural llate, of increafmg our fm and guilt every day and hour. Now how Ihall all tlm debt be paid, this fin and guilt expiated and 
done away ? Why only by Chi ill, dole with him in a marriage covenant, and your fouls are difcharged 
from all. Juftice that hands upon iatisfaftion, it, 
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calls for full payment; its language is, Pay, or pe- 
rifn ; pay, or be damned ; and nothing have we of 1 

our own to pay the lead of all our debts, nor can we 
poffibly right God for the wrong we have done him by the lead fm; and, which adds to our mifery, we are every day in danger of arred, nor know we how foon judice will, by the hand of that grim ferjeant j death, clap an arred upon us, and cad uS into prifon, 
whence there is no redemption, until we have paid | 
the utmod farthing, which can never be, Mattb. v. 26. Now finner, wouidd thou have thy debts paid, thy fins pardoned, and thy foul freed from the dange'r 
of thofe arreds ? then give up thyfclf to Chrifl in a marriage covenant: O, this is the only way to dil- V 
charge all. Chrid'fays to Juftice concerning all his : fpoul'es, as Paul ibmetimes did to Pbileruo/t con- I 
cerning Oneftwns, If be bath ’wronged thee, or O'Weih j! thee any thing, put that upon my account: So fays Chrid to God concerning thee immediately upon ; thy clofe with him ; Father, if this foul hath wrong- ed thee, and oweth thee any thing, place it on my , account, I have taken all his debts upon me, I’ll be | refponfible to thee for all : Father, this foul l bled 
and died for, this foul I was made fin and a cnrfe for, whereby thy judice is fully fatbfied: let him therefore be difcharged. O foul, how fhould this 
draw thee to Chrid ? Cand thou be content to ly under fo great a debt i And is it a iir.all thing for 
thee to be in danger of fo terrible an arred as that of 
Juftice, which we have Ipoken.of, is? Suppofe a man owed ten thoufand pounds, and had nothing therewith to pay, and he law himfelf in danger every 
moment of being caft into priibn ; how lad wouldft thou look upon his cale to be? and how gladly, thinkeft thou, would he embrace an offer from any 
to di(charge him from all? Soul, thy cafe is ten thom- fand times more fad, and how gladly diouldft thou embrace the Lord Jefus, who would, and who alone 
can difcharge all for thee ? In Ihort, we read of " bpiriu already in prifon, \ Pet. mi. 13. Jultice ha* 



' the Soul's Efyoufal /o C H R. IS T. 69 
already clapt its arreft upon thoufands and tea thou- 
fands, and lodged them in the prifon of eternal dark- nefs; and what canft thoa expeft from it, but to be dealt with in the like manner fpeedily, unlefs thou 
clofeft with Chrift as thy righteouinefs, to make iatis- faftion lor thee ? His righteoufnefs is fuch as makes a full fatisfa^lion, and is every way anfwerable to the ftritfeft demands of law and Juftice; and "by it, he being clofed withal by thee, all thy debts are paid at once. II. He fupplies all their wants, and makes bleffed provifion for them. ’ l is the part of an hulband to 
fupply the wants of his wife, and to make provifion 3 for her: And this Chrift does for all his fpoufes; he 

I fupplies all their needs according to his riches in glory ; 1 They have wants, and he has fulnefs; they have needs, and he has riches; and he brings his fulnei's h to their wants, and freely cammunicates of the one I to the other : Truly we are full of wants of all forts, wants in the foul, and wants in the body. We are poor, and miferable, and blind, and naked, Rev. iii. 17. Yea, our wants are tuch, and fo pinching upon us, that with the prodigal w e are even perijhing ‘with 'hunger, Luke xv. 17. Even the faints them!e!ves are ia poor and needy people, full of wants, Ifa. xl. J7. M Now how lhall thele wants be fiipplied r Only by || Chrift, and do but dole with him, and he will fupply n all plentifully : Let it be but a day of elpoufals be- ll tween Chrift and you, and all your wants are fup- || plied for ever. The truth is, Chrift is all; he is the 
jj great all, (as one calls him) heaven and earth, time andeterni'y, grace and glory are all in one Chnft: He fupplies all the fpiritu tl wants of his fpoufes : Do you want life ? He that hath the Sen, hath*lift, I I John v. 12. Do you want grace? Clole with Chrift ;«nd he will give you grace, abundance of grace, 

John i. 16 Do you want peace, Clofe with Chrift land he will give you peace, John xiv. 27. Do you want Itrengrh and righteoufnefs, righteoulhefs for 1 juftlfication, and ftrength for fan&ification and obe- 
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diencc ? Clofe with Chrift, and he wiH fupply you with abundance of both, IJa. x!v. 24 Do you want 
joy and eonfolation ? Clofe with Chrift, he will in i due feafon fill you with joy and confolation, he will ! 
comfort your hearts, 1 The/, n. 16, 17 He lupplies all ! the outward wants all'o of his fpoufes, and Utar to as that they want no good thing, Pfal. xxxtv. ,0. They | want no outward good thing; but what the want = thereof is better for them, than the enjoyment of it ! 
would be; True, -they may, and often have but a little of outward comforts ; but yet then they have j much in a little, much love, much bleffing, much of | Chrift and the covenant: And therefore a little which 
they have, is faid to he better than the riches of. many 
wicked, Pfal. xxxvii, 16. Befiies, wherein they are cut ftiort in temporals, Chrift often makes it up to them in fpirituals : They are p or in this world, but rich in faith. Jam ii. 5. They have not tpuch of the ftreams, it may be, but they have the more of the 
fountain: more love, and the fweeter communioa with Chrift ; In a word, whatever heaven or earth affords, lb far as they need it. they (hall have it: 
The Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk uprightly, Pl'ul. 
xi. 5. Q, who could-not clofe with this Chriu ? Soul, why ftandeft thou off from him ? Is there any can fnpply thy' wants but he ? Is there any can give thee 
life, and peace, and pardon, and righteoufnefs, and falvation, but he ? Or hadft thou rather die in thy wants than come to this fountain to be fupplied ? Hadft thou rather perilh in thine own poverty, than come tq this treafury to be inriehed ? 111. He heals all their wounds, and cures a!) their maladies. He is a phylician to his fpoufes, and fueh 
a pliyfician, as that though the wound be never fo deep, and the difeafe never fo defperate, yet he never fails to work the pure for them. O. how Ihould this allure us to him ! we. my beloved, have our wounds, 
as well as our wants, we are full of maladies-and dif- cafes of foul : The truth is, From the foie of the foot^ 
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' to thecroivn of the head, there is no foiindnefs in us, If;i. i. 6. The faints themfelves have their wounds, yea, •wounds -many times that Jlink, and are corrupt, (as David fpeaks P/j/. xxxviii. 5. indeed, they are apt 

to get frelh wounds every day, wounds in their grace, and wounds in their peace; wounds in their com- forts, and wounds in their confciences; wounds that fmart forely, and which many times bleed, as if they I fhould bleed to death of them : W ell, but Chritt I] heals all their wounds; and do but clofe with him in j a marriage covenant, and he will heal all thine too ij whoever thou art: He is that good Samaritan that I has oil and wine, his blood and (pint to pour into I the wounds of his people for the healing of them; 1 By. his firipes v eare healed, Ifa liii. His blood and fpirit are a fovereign balm, which can heal the deep | eft wounds and deadlielt difeafes : His fpoufes find it 
U, fo, He rejloreth tuy foul, fays David. Pfal. xxiii. 3. K His foul was ful jed to many ails and infirmities, but ' Chrift retiored him under all. Need we fay. Is there, no bairn in Gilead ? Is there n»phyfteian there? fure- 
f ly there is. Indeed there is none but Chrift and ' his blood that can heal our wounds. O foul, why Ihouldeft thou not clofe with him, that thoc mayell be healed ? Do not thy wounds ftink ? And are they not ready to rankle and gangrene ? And unlefs Chrift heals them for thee, mull thou not unavoidably die i of them and perifti for ever ? Mult thou not i'ulFcr cutting off, a cutting off from God, a cutting off from Chrift, a cutting off from heaven and all hap- 

pinefs for ever ? And wilt thou i'uffer Inch a cutting off? Wilt thou be content to die and perilh eternally, rather than come to Chrift for healing ? 
IV. He bears all their burdens, we are command- ed to bear one anothers burdens; efpecially hulbands 

fhould bear the burdens of their wives; And this 
s Chrift does, he bears all the burdens of his fpoufes. Sirs, we all have our burdens which we labour under, 
\ burdens within, and burdens without; burdens in the flefb, and burdens in the fpirit; burdens that 

G 2 



72 The Beji Match; Or, 
make us groan under them: .Being burder.tJ, vie 
groan, fays the apoftle, 2 Ctr. v. 4. Burdens that are tto heavy for us to bear, as David complained hi* 
were, Pfal. xxxviii. 4. Burdens fometimes that makes us a burden to ourfelves, as Job complains of him- . felf. Job vii. so. Yea burdens that make our very Jives a burden to us ; My foul is weary of my life, fays Job, chap. x. 1. Now how ihall all thefe burdens be 
born ? W hy Chrill will bear them all, he bears all the 
burdens of his fpoufes ; and if we will clofe with him in a marriage covenant, there Ihall not that burden ly upon us, that he will not bear for us. He bears all his peoples burdens two ways. 

1. In a way of fympathy and compaffion; He weeps with all their tears, And fighs with all their 
groans: If they are troubled, he grieves; if they are wounded, he bleeds; in all things he bears the other end of the burden ; In all their affticlicns he was nflitted, Ifa. Ixiii. 9. He does, , fuffer together with us; or (as the apotlle renders it) he is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, Heh. iv. 15. he is deeply fenfiWe of our burdens, all our forrows; Such fometimes is the cafe with the faint}, 
that among men they have none to pity them, and fymp.n hize with them under their burdens, as was 
Davids cafe, Pfel. Ixix. ao. But even then Chrift bears the other end of the burthen, he pities them, 
and fympathizes with them, and that according to the weight of their burden. And O how fwect is that ? “ No matter (fays an holy man) how' heavy the bur- “ den be, fo long as Chrid bears the other end of it.” 

2. In a way of fuccour and corroboration; He does not only bear with them, but alfo gives them llrength to bear, and ftand up under their burden ; 
Jhe puts his everlajling arms underneath him, Deuf. xxxiii. 27. And with the promife of this he encou* rages them to caft their burdens upon him ; Cajl thy burden upon the Lord, and he /ball fujlain thee, fuc- 
cour and fupport thee, Pfal. Iv. 22. He ftrengthens 
and fuccours them, and that aafwerable to the 
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weight of their burden ; he gives them great ftrength for great burdens, great fuccours for great tempta- 
tions, and fo makes good his promife to them, not t» fuffer them to be tempted above what they are able to bear, i Cor. x. 13. The poor fouls many times cries out, O, I'fliall fink under the burden, ’tis too heavy for me to bear ; but foul, tho’ it be too heavy for 
thee ; yet it is not too heavy for Chrift to bear, and he bears with thee, and for thee; yea, he does not only bear, but in due time he bears away all their burdens for them ; there is not that burden lies upon any of his fpoufes, but he fo bears it, as at l-aft to bear it utterly away for them, fo as they fhall never 
need to groan under it more. He has already born the heavielt burden of all for them, even the guilt and punilhment of their fins ; He bare our fi/it in his body upon the tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. And again, He ban 
thefmof many, Ifa. liii. 12. And’tis well for us, that he hath born this burden ; for otherwife it mull neceflarily have funk and crulht us for ever ; we could never have ftood under it; and as he bas born this, 

W fo he bears, and in due time will bear away all for ' them. Are their fins, the iniquities of their holy 
j things, a burden to them ? I hefe he bears away from them, £.-<W. xxviii. 38. Are the remainders of original corruption a burden to them ? Vhefe make • them groan indeed ; thefe in due time he bears away , from them, Rout vii. 24, 2f. Are their conflicts and temptations a burden to them ? Thefe ly heavy 

upon feme, in due time he bears thefe away aifo; he turns their conflidls into triumphs; O, howrfliould this comfort the hearts of faints? And, how fhould it draw and allure finners to him f O firs, will you fink under your burdens, rather than have Chrift to hear them for you ? t>, be not fo cruel to your own ** 4ouls! 
Y- He fweetens all their affliftions for them ; af- ? factions they may, and often do meet withal, snai.y and great afflictions. Chrift tells us, That in the 

} ’World uie (hall have tribulation, John xvi. 33. fiut 



74 The Bejl Match: Or, he fweetea$ all for them ; he turns their wormwood into wine, and therefore at the fame time, with the fame breath, he fays, In me ye Jhallhave peace: As if he fhould lay, l will fweeten all your tribulations to you. ChHfl; fweetens his peoples affli&ions to them two ways: t. By his prefence with them, and the communi- cations of his love to them under their affli&ions; Chrift has promifed to be with his people, and to jninifter comforts to them in their aflluftions ; Ifa. 
xliii. 2. When thou paJJ'tjl through the -waters, /’// be nuith thee ; and through the fire it Jhall not burn thee ; that is, I’ll be with thee in all the (harped afllidtions thou meeteft withal; they meet with many aflliftions, ftcknefs, poverty, reproach, perfecution, and the like, but Chrift is with them in all, and (hews them his love, and this fweetens all to them, the truth is, Chrift is never more with his people, and he ufualiy never communicates more of his love and confola- tions to them, than when in affliiftion; Then ufuatly 

tis that they have the fweeteft embraces of his bo- fom, then they have the cleared fights, the fulled taftes, the choifeft and moft eminent fealings of his love to them : Then he leads them unto his banqueting boufe, and difplays the banner of his love over them : He flays them with fiaggous, and comforts them with apples; his left hand is under their head, and his right 
ha -id doth embrace them. Cant. ii. 4, j, 6. Then he minifters his ftrongeft confolations to them, comfort- ing them in all their tribulations, 2 Cor. i. 4, 5. The truth is, their (harpeft afflictions are but to prepare 
them for his fweeteft confolations; and indeed he therefore often times aflliCts them, that he may ma- 
nifeft his love, and minifter confolations to them; according to that of Ho fra ii. 14. I will allure her into the wildernefs, and there will l freak comfortably 
U her s and indeed, as ftrong confolatious often times prepare for great afflictions; lb great afflict.ot>s ufu- 
ally make way for ftrong confolarious. ,l Affl ctions “ (lays a worthy divine) is the air in which Clu-Ht’s 
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s r‘ love efpecially brpaths; and Chr'ift and the crofs «* are iweet company.” This, viz. Chrift’s love and 

prefence with his people in their afilt&ion, is what Turns their night into day, their darknefs into light, their pains into cafe, their forrows into joy, their Ioffes into gain; yea, and death itfelf into life. Tb*' 1 walk through the Valley of the Jhadovs of death, yet " will l fear no evil, becaufe'thou art with tne, Pfal. 
xxiii. 4. It turns a prifon into a pleafant palace, yea, it turns a fiery furnace into a delightful walk, as in the cafe of the three children, and this experienced fouls find ; O, how fweet are afflictions when Chrift !]■ and his love come with them ! 

2. By fanflifying their afflictions to them, and working good to their fouls out of all. Sanctified af- flictions are fweet afflictions ; they meet with afflic- tions, but Chrift gives them the fweet fruit, and a 
bleffed iffue of them ; makes them all work together i for good to them, according to that great oracle, : t Rom. viii. 23. /Ill things /ball work together for good to j . them that love God. By thefe he proves their graces, 

:| and improves their experiences; he makes them all to be, as the Gibeonites fometime were to the congrega- 
it tion of God, as fo many hewers of wood, and draw- 1 ers of water to their faith, to their comforts, to their j holinefs on earth, and happinefs in heaven. The faith of this fweetened all ^^’s great and heavy af- 1 fliCfions to him: When l am tried (fay a he) / fall come forth as gold. Job xxiii. 10. Hereby he tries their faith, which is better than gold, 1 Pet. i. 7. 'Hereby he refines them, and purges away their drofs/rom 

them ; Behold, 1 have refined thee, byfnof with fi- ver : I have chofen thee in the furnace of affliction : or. as you ipay read it, I have made a choice of one of thee in the furnace of affliction, Ifa. xlviii. jq. Hereby he makes them partakers of his holinefs, Heb. 
xii. lo. By this he purgelh away their iniquity, and ) take!h away their fn, lia. xxvii. 9. In fhort hereby he humbles them, and leais inftruCtion to them : ' Hereby he weans them from the world, draws them 
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nearer to himfdf, quickens their hearts in his good ways, and raifes them up to higher ftrains of grace, 
and pitches in holinefs, than they were got up to 
before: Yea, hereby he encreafes their revenue of glory, and iadds to their crown in eternity. Our light affii (lions, which ate but for a moment, (fays the 
apoftle) work out for us a far more exceeding and eter~ nal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. Thus he fan&i- fies all; and O, how doth this fweeten all ! Here is 
a crofs ’tis true, may the foul fay, but by this crofs does Chrift crucify me to fin and the world, he weans 
me from the creature, fets me a longing after hea- ven; and fo long welcome crofs, how heavy foever. Here’s an affl'nftion, ’tis true, and ’tis an heavy one ; i but by Chi ill proves and brightens by graces, and I that fweetcns all. “ O, what owe 1 (fays Rutherford)\ “ to the file and hammer of my i'weet Lord Jefus? ( “ He hath taught ore more (fays he) by ray fix months j imprifonmaent, than ever 1 learnt in my nine years 1 “ paft miniftry.” Luther was wont to lay, “ Threef ! “things made a good minifter ; temptation, afftic-| 
“ tion, fupplication.” The fame alfo conduce much I to the making of a good Chrilti m : And indeed *tis i feldom that ever a foul comes to any eminency in- 
grace, uniil he. has been exercifed with fandtified af- | fiidlions and .temptations. And doubtlefs there is0 many a foul who may and muft fay. That next to Chrift, his afflidtions have, through his grace ar J, bleffing, been his beft mercies. O how IhoulJ ihisi draw fouls to Chrift, and allure them into a mar-1 riage-cbvenant with him ! Poor foul, it may be that! which keeps.thee from Chrift is the fear of what aiflic-i 
tions thou mayeft meet with in his ways. But know I ( t ) thou mayeft meet with affl’dt’on, firlt or tho’J 
thou never clofeft with 'Chrift; for wicked men, and ; unbelievers meet with troubles and affl dliohs, and f that even in this world oft-times: However, to.be 
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fu! afflictions, than any thoo canft meet withal in the 
way, and for the fake of Chrift; for pray confider, is there any trouble, any affliction thou canft meet 
withal for Chrift, like to this, for a man to die in his fins, to be feparated from God for ever, to have in- 
finitenefs and eternity combined againft thee ? Is there any trouble or afflictions like the torments of the infernal pit, and being the objeCt of infinite wrath < for ever ? And yet this will be the lot atlaft of all that dofenot with Chrift in marriage relation; (2.) What ever afflictions thou mayeft meet withal in the way of Chrift, clofing with him, he fweetens all for thee ; and that fo as that thou wouldeft not have been with- out them for a world ? O, fear not at the crofs, but clofe in with Chrift. 

- VI. ’Tis he fubdues all their enemies for them : True, the poor faints and fpoufes of Chrid are befet with enemies on all hands ; they have many enemies, , and mighty enemies ; enemies within and enemies s] ,without, and all in confederacy againft them to de- flrcy them, to deftroy their lives, to deftroy their 
,graces, to deftroy their peace and comforts, to de- itroy their fouls and happinefs for ever.; all like fo many roaring lions feeking to devour them ; Well, but Chrift, who is their captain as well at; their huf- 

j band, lubdues and conquers all for them ; and, firft or laft, makes them to let their feet upon their necks, 
. . and triumph over them : He makes them ■yea more than conquerors over all, Rom. viii. 37. He 

makes them fo to conquer them, as fooner or later to • gain by all their confliCls and pppofitiens : Indeed, Chrift has already conquered all his people’s enemies for them. The faints have five great enemies, yfo, felf, the ’world, the devil, and death ; and Chrift ha* .Jong fmee conquered them all for them, and by de- grees brings them into the joyful triumph of that 
eonqueft. 1 1. He has conquered fin for them : He, by being 11 made fin, hath obtained an eternal victory over fin for i all his people; fin.is the fitints great enemy ; ’tis that 
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ii. 11. And indeed this is that which gives all the reft an advantage againft them ; but even this greateft 
enemy, Chrift has conquered for them : Hence he is faid to have condemned fin in the flejh ; he for fn con- 
demned fin in the flejh, Rom. viii. 3. i. e, He, by be- ing made a iacnfice for fm,_ hath killed and fubdued 
fm, paft a fentence of death and condemnation upon fin for ever : Hence alio our old man is faid to be 
crucifled nijith him, that the body of fin might be de- JiroyeJ, Rom. vi. 6. Hence alfo he is faid to defiroy fin, to take away fin, and the like : And how ? Why, as to the reign and power, as well as the guilt and 
curfe of it: And this Paul afted by the fpirit of faith, | could triumph in, even whilft he w'as in the lharpeft 
con ft i<fb with fin, Rom. vii. 23, 24, 25. I thank God\ through Chrifi, (fays he) For what ? Why, for victory over, and deliverance from the law of fin he was now conflidting with. 

2. He has conquered leif for them : Self as well as fin, is our deadly enemy : This indeed is a near dofs 
enemy, and aloft difficult t® be flam; this is an e-J r.emy that we are too too loth many times to have 1 

deftroyed, and^ yet an enemy which makes wofuli fpoil upon us and our happinefs. I often think of 
the fpeech of a holy and learned divine; “ O fays he, 
“ if 1 could be mafter of that houfe idol myfe’f, “ my own, my own will, wit, credit and eafe, how 
" blefl’ed were 1 ! O but \ve have need, fays he, to “ be redeemed from ourfelves, rather than from the “ devil and the world ! And prefently again he cries “ out, O, wretched idol myfelf! V\ hen fhall I fee “ thee w holly decourted, and Chrift wholly put in “ thy room !” And who that have any acquaintance with themfelves, do not find caufe to cry out in like 
manner, O, this felf, this wretched felf, how great : 

an enemy is it! Well, but this Chrift hath conquer- , ed; and doling with him, thou lhak by degrees find a 
it to die and fall under thee. Paul did fo, / 



The Scuts Efpoufal to G H R I S T. 79 
icifed with Chrijl, fays he, neverthelefs / live; yet not 
1, Gal. ii. 20. He had an 1, a felf which ruled in 
him; but by ChrilV ’twas crucified and llain for him, and he was a conqueror over it. 3. He has conquered the world for them; take the world in what notion you will, and ’tis in one re- 
fpedt or other an enemy to the faints; the men of the world, the things of the world, the frowns of the world, the flatteries of the world, they all, one way 
er other, fight againft therp, and are enemies to them. The world as well as fin and ielf, is a mor- tal enemy to them : But this enemy alfo, Chriit has fubdued and conquered for them ; he has told them fo much for their comfort, under the Oppofitions 
they meet with from it, John xvi. 23. B; ef good fbearr 1 have overcome the world, (fays he) q. d. the world is yeur enemy, but ’tis a conquer’d enemy; ’twill moled and oppofe you, but it (hall not be able :to hurt you, for 1 have conquered it for you. And 
as he has conquered it for us, fo he will enable us, cl,ofing with him by faith, to conquer it ; fo 1 John 
|V. 4. This is the victory which over'ccmeih the world, even our faith; The world (hall not always annoy and infeft the faints. 4. He has conquered the devil, yea, all the devils 
in hell for them : The devil is the enemy of the flints, and indeed he is a formidable one ; au adver- fary that goes about like a roaring lion, feeking whom 
he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. He is a fubtil, a potent, a malicious, a cruel and an indefatigable enemy : But fo formidable an enemy as he is, (.hrill: hath . conquered him for them ; hence he is faid to, have de- frayed the devil; he partook of flefh and blood, that through death he might defray him that had the power . of death, that is, the devil, Heb. ii. 14. and to have ■ fpoiled principalities and powers, and to have wade a - Jhew of them openly on his crofs triumphing over them, 

•1 -Col. ii. 15 dragging them at his chariot-wheels; as j w as the manner fometimes for conquerors to deal by 'Mjeir vanquifhed enemies : The fum is, that he hath 
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made a complete and glorious conqueft over all the 
devils in hell for believers; he has conquered them 
even to triumph : Chrift has conquered the devilfflftr 
his fpoufes, as to his ruling, reigning, and com- manding power, and he will, and does conquer him 
at Jaft, yea, fpeedily, as to his tempting, vexing, and feducing power; The God of peace Jhall tread Sn- | tan under your feet fiortly ; Rom, xvi. 20. Shortly, foul, the devil {hall vex thee no more, moleft thee no J more, infeft and annoy thee by his temptations no 
more. ;- 5. He has conquered death for them :JDeath is an enemy, and ’tis the Lift enemy that is 10ftffdeftroyed; i 
fo the Apoftle tells us, 1 Cor. xv. in itfelf j confidered, a terrible enemy, it is °f Errors, Jobxviii. 14. But this enemy hath Chrift conquer- ’ 
ed for all his ; he has taken away'-all its killing power, its fting and curfe in fo much that they may 
holily triumph over it, and rejoice in its approach, ii The apoftle did fo, j Cor. xv. 55, 56, 57. Death |i (fays he) is ftwaliptued up in victory ; 0 death where 
is thy Jiing ? 0grave where' is thy vifiery ? The JUng 
of death is ft*T the ftreisgth of fin is the law, but thanks be to God who giveth us the vifiory, through our Lord Jefus Chriji. O what a triumph does he here 
ad over death through the conquell Chi id has got- ; ten over it for him ? Truly this enemy is lo far con- quered by him for them, that’tis become indeed a 
friend to them ; and they can when in a right fpirit, embrace it as fuch, and long for it as fuch. Chrift 
by death has unftung death, and in a fort undeith it: Thus Chrift hath conquered all his peoples ene- | mies, and they being made one with him in a mar- | riage-covenant, all his vidories are theirs ; and his 
•couquelt theirs, and they are conquerors over all in | 
him; and O how fweet, how encouraging is this! | and how (hould it win fouls to dole with him ! Poor 5 foul, thou lee ft thylelf invironed with enemies, thou | 
art hard befet on all hands; legions of lulls and devils attend with fcif; death, and the worldoppoie ! | 
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themfdves againft thee ; and *hou art often crying out as David in another cafe, 7 Sam. iii. 19. / am 
weak, and theft wen, the Sons of Zerviah, are tot flrong for vie ; yea, thou art ready to fay of them, 
as he fometimes in his unbelief did of Saul, 1 Sam. xxvii. I. 1 fhall one day perifb hy the hand af Saul; Alas, lam a weak nothing-creature, and am unable to grapple with the lealt of all mine enemies; and how then (hall 1 ftand up againft them all ? Surely I 
fliall perifh by them at laft. Well foul, but know for thy encouragement, that all thine enemies are con- quer'd by Chrift, and though they are too ftrong for thee, yet they are not too ftrong for Chrilt to grapple with, and make thee a conqueror over. W hen the prophet’s fervants faw what a great and formidable Hofi compeffed the city, he cried out, /Has wafer, what fsalt we do ? And what did his mafter aniw er 
hum ? Fear not. (faid he J for they that be with us, be more than they that be with tFem, 2 Kings vi. 15, j6. So, poor foul, when thou con^derelt what great and < formidable enemies do compos thee about, thou cried: out to one and another ; Alas, fir, what lhall I do ? But 1 v.rou!d fay to thee asthe prophet to his iervant; fear not, there is more with thee than with them; thou haft Chrili with thee, to fight and overcome all for thee ; therefore chear up, give up thyfelf unto him ; and the victory over Jin, Jeff, world, death, devil, and all is thine for ever. <J, who would not have fuch an hu&and ? Vll. He minds and manages all their concerns for them. ’Tis the part of an iiulb ind to mind and ma- nage the concerns of his wife, and to have a'natnral care both of her and them ; and thus 'tis with Chrilt, lie manages all his people’s concerns, and that in . heaven, on earth, and in their own fouls. 

1. He minds and manage# all their concerns in hea- ven for them ; their affairs ly much in heaven, their , bufmel's there is great; and Chrift their hufband minds all, and tranlads all for them, and that faith- fully ; indeed he went thither or; purpofe to' trluifinft 
H 
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their affairs for them| hence he is faid tc have tnltr- 
id, tict into the holy place made •with hands, hut into heaven itfelf, there to appear in the prefence of God for ' 
them, Heb. ix. 24. Hence alfo he is faid to be an ad-r 
vocate •with the Father for them, 1 John ii. 1. He pleads with the Father for them ; have they a perr- I 
tion to prefent to the Father for this or'the other I' mercy? He prefents and prefers it for them; He takes all their prayers, and fprinkles them with his ■ 
Own blood, perfumes them with the odours of his ! own incenfe, and then tenders them to the Father { 
with his own hand, Rev. viii. j. We pray very bro- kenly, but he mends our prayers, y;a> Oftentimes 
when we can’t pray, when we can’t fpeak for our- I fclves, he fpeaks for us, ,and prefers our petitions for . !j; 
us : Are there, charges and accufutions brought in a- J 
.gjinA them, eitbef by Satan the accufer of the-hre- | thken or; the one hand, or by the law and jultice of |, 
God, which are daily wronged and violated on the f i other hand? why, Xhrill (nterpofes for them, he an- . iwersall, and invalidates all, he rebukes Sdtan^Zech. iii. 2. In the; find place, we had Jojbi^ifianding he- ft e tie angel of the Lord, andi Satan Jpaading at hit 
right hand to reji/} (nr aecnfe) him; and verfe 2. we have ChrrA fh-irply rebuking Satan for tliis accula- 
t;on ; The Lord faid unto Satan, the Lord rebuke thee | 0 Satai\,, even the Lord that hath cbofea-Jerufatem re» 
bake thee ; And a« he rebukes Satan, fo he fatisfies I 
the law and juftice of his Father : hence he is laid to | make intercejjien for them, and that to the overthrow- 4 ing of all thole counter-p-tcas which law or juftice can jl 
put agaioftthem. Ran. viii. 33. 34. Have they fin- 1 red, and do they need anew pardon, need to have things let right and even between God and them afreih? This alfo thrift does for them ; If any wan fin. nve have an advocate -with the Father, Ghriji JeJus | 
the righteous, and he is the propitiation fer [our Jins, | i John ii. 1, 2. While they through weaknefs and | temptation are firming on earth, be out of his grace fj 
and love is pleading with the Father for them in he.v* f 
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■ ven : Thus he minds all their concerns in hearen for them. 2. He minds and manages all their concerns on . earth for the n ; the faints have their affairs and con- . cprns on earth among men, as well as in heaven with •the. Father; and Chrill their hulhirtd minds and 
Iranians all thefe likewil'e for them. Indeed, he is ever mindful of them, and at work for them, viz. to do them good, and to-promote their intermit; hence, fays he, the Father vio+keth hitherto^ and / j •warh, John v. 17.. I am always at work for your | good, .-ire they wronged and dpprefl'ed by enemies f 
He avenges ail their Wrorlgs; henee he is laid to re- prove kings for their fakes, Pul. cv. t 4 and e 1 fe- where, to plead their caufe againft their enemies, and 
the like. Do they need deliverance and falvation out of troubles and diftr$ife$ l He Irtngj filiation to them, 11a. Ixiii. 9. Do they need condud and guidance tfiro’ 1 their difficulties and temptations in the wildernefs of the world r He leads and guides thorn ; He leads Jo- feph like afiock, Pfah.lkxt. 1. ind elfewhere, l ‘mil yguide. thee with mine eye: He carries them through I all their ftraits, and all their -difficulties; and even • when he feems moll to|forget them, even then he is ever mindful of them, and of their concerns; For he 
hath graven them upon the palms of his hands, and their walls are continually before him ; and though they of- ten fay, The Lord hath forfa.ken me, and my Hod hath 
forgotten me ; yet he never forfakes or forgets them, nor can he ; No, a woman may footer forget her fuck* ing child, and not have compa/Jion upon the fon of her 
womb, than he can forget hispicph, [fa. jcIik. 14, 15, j 6. 3. He minds and manages all their concerns for them in their own fouls: The faints have many and 
great concerns to be minded within them, concerns 1 of great mo..;ent and importance; and, v/ere they to be minded and managed only by themfelves, they 
would make but poor work: O! but Chrill their hulband, minds and manages all thefe likewife for 

i them ; and to be fare they can’t mifcarry in h'S hind’; 
H 2 

• 
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them, and for them : He obferves wliat grace, what t - ftrength, what counfel, what comfort they Hand iit I need of, and by his fpirit miivfters all to.them : Hence 
he i$ faid to give them grace and mercy, tp help in time 
tf need, feafonable fupplies, Heb, iv. 16. and to be 
both the author and finijher of their faith, Heb, xii. 3. He minds and obfei ves how the great work goes 011 ! - in their fouls, and h£ takes care for the profpering | , and perfe&ing of it: O, bow ihouid this draw us to | Chrift, and encourage us to accept of the offers of his 
love ? VIif. He enjomtersffthem in eternal life and glory, j 
Hulbands ufe to make jointers to their wives, they j entitle them to fuch or fuch lands and inheritances: So Chri!l enjointers all his fpoufes, in no lefs.than eternal life and bleffednefs s he makes over(a great 1 jointer to them; glory, a weight of glory, pit exceed- 1 ing and eternal weight ofglory, 2 Cor, iv. 17. An in- | 
kerita7.ee th light. Col. i. 1 2. An inheritance iucorrup- 11 
tible, undef led, and thatfadeth not away, 1 Pet. i. 4. A kingdom, aneverlafting kingdom; an ever la fling king- dem prepared ferthem before the foundation of'thtworld, 1 ; Matth. xxv. 34, A crown of lift. Rev. ii. to. .A crown of righteoufneji, 2 Tim. iv. 8. A crown of glory which never fades y never withers, t Pet. v. 4. The truth f, 
he endows them with all his riches, treafures, digni- ties, with all the privilegesof his hpufe, with all the 
pur chafe of his blood, with ail the blellings of h's love, with all the treafures of heaven, with all the j. glories of eternity : Look, whatever is in .the pro- I mife, whatever is in the covenant, whatever js in thi * glortous cofinfel of dcilion: Look, whatever the pre- f] 
fence of Gpd, the face of God, the boloin of;God can afford: Look, whatever the heart of God could give, 
the wifdom of God contrive, the power of God pro- duce, or the blood of God purchafe, that, all that , does Chrid enjointer his people in. ^ O Sirs, how thould this draw and allure us to Chritl ? Is heaven 
And eternal life worth nothing ■ Arc nil the glories at 
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eternity of no value ? O, whip are you, that Chrilt IhouW be willing to inftate you into all this ? In your- felves you ;ire lying in the lap and bofona of heH, heirs of wrath and condemnation, in danger every moment of finking into the infernal pft : But lo ! Chrift comes and makes love to you ; and if you ac- 
cept of him, he will entitle' you unto life and blelfed- nefs, to fuch things as eye hath ml feen, not ear heardt nor hath it entered into the heart of nun to conceive of I Cor. ii. 9. Take him-therefore, I befeech you, in your moll intimate embraces, thus you lee, in part, 
what great things Chrill does for lus fpoufes : Now will you accept of him; or will you not ? .May 1 not fay to you, as Saul fometimes did to his Servants, 
'Hear now ; '■will thefon of JtRt‘give to every pne of yon felds, and vineyards, and make yon captains' of thou- 
fands? 1 Sam. xxii. 7. So will Jin or the -world or the . law. to which, you are naturally wedded, do fuch 
great things for you as Chriil will ? Will' thefe pay your debts for you, fupply your wants for you, heal your wounds for you, and the like ? Will thefe fe- cure your eternal intered for you, and make you happy ia the other world, as Chrill would l \las 1 they can do none of all this: O clofe, clo e therefore with Chrill who can and will do all. 

CRAP. IX. 
Which opens a little the heart tf ChriJ}, andJbeous how 

much he is fet upon an efpoufal withJtnners. 
SURELY Chrift is the belt hulband ; and none can do fuch'great things as he for hivtpoufcs,. which renders an elpoufal to him very Jefirable ; But will he take fuch'as we are into t<; near a relation with' 
him? Has he any mini, any heart to the-bufmefs? Any mind, any heart; his heart is fet upon.nothing, more, than aniefpcufal with .'inner-; coming to him, and his foal longs after the n : Never did the more pallionate lover, iribre long for an efpoafal between ht n .tud his beloved, that Cartll does for an efpiJrL 
' H j "  0 
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i»l between himfelf and fmners: And becaufe love ts the loadftone of love, and the moil powerful attrac- tive in order to the more effedual drawing and allur- ing your fouls to Chrift, I fhall a little, in a few par- ticulars, open my fweet Lord’s heart to you in this 
bufinefs : And O, that the reports of his love to you, and his willingnefs to efpoufe to himfelf, might draw your hearts out a little in love to him, and work you 
into a willingnefs to be elpoufed. I. Such is the heart of Chrift, and fo fet upon an efpoufal with finners, that he willingly became in- 
carnate, bled, and died in order hereunto; and O, how fhould this draw us to him ? Should you fee a man do fjpme great a& of felf-denial and abafement, and withal freely venture his life in order to his ob- taining fuch or inch a one to his wife, you would eaflly conclude, that his heart was much fet upon an efpoufal with her: Lo then ! Chrift has greatly , 
denied and abafed himfelf, he became incarnate, ‘ f and not only freely ventured, but laid down his I fife in order to an eipoulal between bimfelf and fin- | tiers ; and how much then muft his heart be in the 
bnftnefs ? V* J i. He became incarnate in order hereunto. Had j 
not Chrift been incarnate, we could never polllbiy hay; been efpoufed unto him, nor have enjoyed con- jugal communion with him; but that we might be 
capable of, and arrive unto fuch an happinels, he v. ho in himfelf was the eternal Son, freely became in- j oarnate, aflutned human nature into union with his divine perion; hence ’tis faid, the •word wtu t/iade Jl jiifh, John i. 14. not that there Was a-tranfmutation Ij of God into flefh ; but the word of God, that is,. God the ion, the fecond perfon in trinity, affumed flelh, r human nature into union with, himielf; and lo near is that union into which the human nature is affuui- fg 
ed with the per;on of the Son of God, as that, that | nature hath n» fubfiftauce but what it has in his di- I vine perfon ; and f r that end among others (as a f 
learned divine hath obieived) tis fo exprcls’d ; 1 
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The word was made flefli; namely, to note the “ infinite nearnefs of that union which our nature is , “ taken into with the divine perfon; it being fo near, “ as that it hath no fubfiftance of its own, but is, 'as V it were, wholly melted into the perfonality of the | “ Son of God.” Hence alfo he is faid to partake of |j flefh and blood; to be manifefted in the fiefh, and the i| like: AndO, what an aft.of felf denial and abafe- Iment was this! and how great was Chrift’s conde- fcenfion herein ! In Phil. ii. 6, 7.. the apoftle fpeaks of it as the greateft abafement he could (loop unto : Who (fays he, fpeaking of Chrift) being in the form of 

tf God, thought it no robbery to be equal •with God; 
but onade hitnfelf of no reputation, and took upon him I the form of a fervant, and was made in the likenefs of 1 man. Pray mark, he was in the form of God; that [j is, he was truly and really God, as the Father was; 1 and he thought it no robbery to be equal with God, r i. e.% he had all thole divine excellencies and perfecti- 
ons in him, which the Father had in him ; and yet ] (fays he) he took upon him the form of a fervant, 

j : and was made in the likene^i of men i that is, he be- j came incarnate, he became man. Well, and what 
' does this argue ? Even infinite condefcenfion ; there- fore he tells us, that herein he became of no reputa- | tion ; or as the Greek is, he emptied himfelf, to wit, of his glorhis glory was veiled and clouded here- ' by ; the glory of his Godhead was-jeclipfed ii’tis true indeed, his Godhead was not hereby loft, or laid a- fide; no, be was as much and truly God after his incarnation, as he was before. He did not ceafe to. I be God by becoming man. Kut (as one of the an- i cients exprefie.s it) “ he was made that which he was. not, and yet remained that which he was.” He was made man, yet fo as that he ft ill remained to be God; but tho’ his Godhead was not loft, or laid 

afide hereby, yet hereby was the glory of it Veiled and loft for a time, and he was content to- have it lb : 
, O, how great a condelcenfion was this •’ Oi for him 

that was God, God equal with th* Father to become 
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man, to Cover himfelf with the coarle veil of our 4 

flefli, and be content for fo long a time to lofe the ' glory of this Deity,' which was infinitely dear to him ; 
and all this to make way for an efpoufal between him* ‘ 
felf and poor finners : What feif abafement was this ? and how (hould it encourage fouls to look after a;v efpoufal to him! 

2. He not only becamo incarnate, but alfo freely bled, and died, in order hereunto; which is a fur- 
ther difcovery of his heart herein. Being (fays the Apoftle) found in fajhion as a man, he humbled him- 
felf and became obedient unto death, even the death *f the ttofs, i. e. to the moft formidable death, a death 
of pain, a death of fhame, an acurfed death, Phil, I ii. 8. Hence alfo ’tis faid, that he gave hitnfelf an : offering and a facrifce to 0»d for us, Ephef. v. 2. Yea, 1 
not only did he bleed, and fuffer, and die, but he : did all freely, and with much readinefs and enlarg.-i ednefs of foul; hence he is faid to have pvired^aut his 1 
foul unto death, Ifa. liii. ji. He feemed in an holy | manner prodigal of his life in the cafe; he thought | neither biood, nor life, nor any thing too much for | 
them. O, bow much does this argue his heart to § be upon ihe bafinefs: It fpake Jacob i heart to be j much fet upon Rachel to have her to wife, that he V could be content to undergo fo much hard lervice for .1| her, as he did, even feven years fervice. Jacob ('tis- | 
faid) fetised fetien years for Rachel, yea, and they feeni- ij 
ed to him but a fenv days, for the love he had to her, \ \ Gen. xxix. 10. So fure it argues Chrift’s heart to be || much fet upon an efpoufal with finners, that he was « content not only to ferve, but even bleed, and die 9 
for them, in order hereunto. O firs, behold, and « wonder, Chriil comes from heaven, quits his throne, ?8 leaves the bofom of his Father, ■. which he had, 
with infinite delight, lain from eternity I rtehold and j wonder, the Lord of life dies, the God of bleffing 1 w as made a curie. The infinitely beloved Son treads | the wine-prefs of the Father's wrath heaven defcen’ Js * 
unto bell, glory veils and eclipies ki'eif under Ihatiae j 
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,and iguominy, the,infinite Holy One is nude fin; 
and all this to redeem, and redeeming efpoufed poof linners to hi-nfe^',! And is not his heart itpon the bn* finefs, think youj? And has he not love for them i O, 
be not faithiefs, but believe. 

U. Snch is the heart of Chrift, and fo fet upon an efpoufal with finriers, that Jte condefeends fweetly to 
I woo for them, apd follieites them for their love and ( acceptance of him*. Should you fee a man with all etrneftnefs and importunity, wooing a virgin and making love to her, following her from day today with renewed offers and follicitations, you would conclude his heart w>as much fet upon an efpo'ufal with her. And is it not thus with the Lord jefus to- ward poor finncrs ? Does he not woo them, and make love to them, and that with all earneftnefs and 

prefiing importunity, following them with renewed offers and felicitations from day to day ? Now he i meets them in this ordinance, and there he wooes them, and makes love to them ; anon he meets them in that ordinance, and there wopes them, and makes 
( love to them : Now he fends his minifters, and by them wooes them, and makes love tp them, anon he . fends his fpirit, and by him wooes them, and makes love to them ; thus he is every way, and upon all oc- cafions, wooing them. And in his wooing of them. How earneftly does he call, and invite them to hitnlelf ? ’tis not a cold offer, or a fight motion only that he makes to them, but he moves, and offers, calls, and invites with all earneftnefs and importun.i* ty, ffo, every one that thhjleih, eomeye to the •waters, come ye, yea, come, Ifa. Iv. 1. And again, The fpirit and the bride fay, come. And let him. that is athirfi, come. Rev. xxii. 17. How vigouroufly does he plead and expoftulate the bufinefs with them ? Chrift does not only call, and invite, but he aifo pleads, and expoftulates with 

finners in the cafe, am} that in the moft winning way, and with the riioft weighty arguments that poftibly may be. Ho, every one that tkirfleth, some 
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unto the ’■■Maters. Wherefore do you ft>-nd your snoney for that'which is not bread ? And your labour for that •which fatisfietb not? Incline your tar. atl cone unto me; hear andyoar fouls /hall live, and I ■will make •with you an ever lifting covenant, even the fare mercies e/'Divid, Ifo. Iv. t, 2, 3. And ag;iia» Turn ye. turn , ye, why will you die 0 ho Si of Ifrael ? Ezek. xxxiii. 
ir. Ijiaire n> pleifure in yoar djiTiincion, Ixichid rather that you wouhl cans unt«. me, and live. 1, 
Why wiH you die ? Is not life better than death ? Is i not heaven better than hell ? Is not nay love better j than lull ? Are not the plea [tires of'jny prefence, and , at nty right hand, which are for evermore, better than- the pleafures offin, which are but for a ft a fin, a (hart' 1 feafoa ? Why will you die t Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no phyfician there ? Ana I riot able to fave yon to the ucter.noit > and are not nay' arms wide open to 1 receive you ? Have not I died for that very end, I tfyat you might live ? Look, here's my blood, here, are my wounds; behold me in the garden, and fee , me bleeding there, for you : Behold me upon-the crafs .and fee a** bleeding, yea, bleeding to death there for you ;-aind then fee if you can find, in your heart to refufe pte any longer In lbart, would you 

‘ ' r " £o(t and’all your labour? .Would 
good ? H*ve you any mind to life, and would you hav.e your fouls live for ever ? H ive you any mind to 
my covenant, and all the riches and treafnres of that r then accept of me and my love, ia whom you (hall have all. How Iweetfy doth he melt, and how tenderly do 
his bowels yearn towards them, and over them ? He comes to them, not only with invitations in hfs lips, 
hilt alfo with tears in his eyes, and tender comp ifli- ou in his heart, Itrongly working towards them i Now he weeps, and then he groans ; now he drops 
a ligh, and then a tear ; and all to melt their b ird' and nnbelieving hearts, to draw a id allure them to 
Vunfeif. 0 Jemfilem, Jerufa!e>n, (fays he) hoct- 

the bed good, the mod fatisfying 
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tftsn •would l have gathered thee? Matth. xxiii. 57. The repetition of the name,' Jhenvt the depth of his love 
and cot),viijeration towards them.. And indeed me- thinks 1 iee how the tender heart cf my dear LorB melt, and even bleeds over this unbelieving city, and in them all unbelieving finners to whom he offers himfelf; he is melted into tears towards them : So you have it, Luke x'x. 41, 42. in Matthew he groans only, but in Luke both weeps and cioans, Lo then! here is fweet Jefus weeping and groaning; here’s the joy of the whole earth w'eeping and groan- 
ing, and that over jerufahm, a bloody city, a city embroiled in the blood of his faints, and h city thiflfy 
of his own blood, a city full of wickednefs, full of 1 the contempt of bis go.!pel, his grace, his falvation, How freely and openly does he reveal and offer 

1 pbimielf then ? 1 he offer Chrift makes, is not a hn.it- 
ed offer ; but general and extenfiive to all; nor is it an offer made upon hard and fevere tern;s, but upon terms of grace and love; Look unto me. and he fved ■■ all ye etu'f of the earth, 11a, x'v. 23. Bo, every one that thief eth, come ye to the a\«tfds 1 and he that hath no money'if&tucyc,'.buy, and eat ,• yea com'e, buy •wine and milk •without money, and without price, Ha, Iv. x. Cc me unto me all ye that are weary and heavy La- den, and I will give you ref, Ma'th. xi. 28. Hf sever 
is athirf, let him come unto me and drink. John vii; 37, Behold, 1 fared at the door and knock : If any man H wilt hear my voice and open the doer, l will come in. 
Rev. hi. 20- A ltd again, • ty''ksever will, let him come ;and take oj the water of life, freely, Rev xxii. 17. Mark a|l, evet y one, whoever will, thou yet never fo vile and firjful, never fo black and deformed, though he has been never lo de/perate an enen.y to me and niy glory. .Surely, were rot his heart much in'the hunnels, he would not thus fteciy, and unlimitedly 
offer himfelf. fflj How afiedtinlately does he fcefeech and intreat |l| them ? The tender tienblirg child cannot more 

Ir affe<aiotiatcfy iotreat and beieech his offended Father 
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to fpare him, and be reconciled untp him, thanChrift does intreat and befeech offending finners to be ef- ponfed to him, and be made happy by him for ever. 
AW then we are cimbajfadors for Chrift, (fays the apor file) as though God did bejeech you by us : ive ft ay yea in ChriJi’sjiead, le ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor. v. to. .. I'ray mark, here is praying and beleeching ; the 1 Lord of glory, as it were, upon his knees to poor j iinners, begging them to accept of him and his love : I IVe pray you in Chrift s ftead; i. e. ’tis not we but 
"Chnirt by us, that prays and befeeches you: O what condel'cenfion is this i Once more ; How fwe^tly does he draw and allure them? Draw 
Vie (fays the 1'poufe'l ana we will run after thee. Cant, i. 4. And Indeed he does draw and allure fouls, and , that with admirable fweetnefs; 1 drew them with 
cords of love, with the bands of arynan, (fays he) Hof ' , xi. 4. Now he fets his beauty, riches, and glory before them, thereby $0 draw and allure them; 
anon he drops 2 little myrrh upon the handle of the lock : he gives them fqme little tafte and feeling of his grace and love, thereby to draw and.allure them : Now he fweetly infvnuates his Iqve to them : he tells them, how much his heart is upon them, what great things he has done and fuffered for them ; 
and how that he has no defign upon them, but to j 
make them happy for ever : Anon he lets them fee, how infinitely happy a marriage-union and communion 
•with him would make them ; he lets in fi-nne final! glimpfes of heaven and glory upon them ; he opens m 
the treaitwes of his covenant and kingdom to them : : 
and all tjiis to draw and allure them to himfelf. jl And over and above all this, he ever and anon comes, H and as it were, takes the foul afide, and by the ftill voice of his fpirit, makes love to him : Come, poor 
foul, fays he, look upon thy bleeding, dying Savi- | our : come, fee what I have done, and what t have | prepared for thee, lee what treafures of life and love, | 
of grace and glory there ate in me : Look, here it 
my love, tafie and lice if it be not better than wine; 
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here is my bofom, make thy bed in it, and fee if it ; be not a warm bofom. Come foul, tho’ thou haft hd 
' love for me, yet 1 have love for thee, and would fain have thee happy for ever. Why therefore fhouldrt ; fhou ftand'at fuch a diftance from me ? Thus hd ' fweeCly wooes and follicites them for their love ami 1 acceptance of him. Now foul, does he thus woo thee, ; and wilt thott l efufe fijoa? If fo, know that the timd of love .will not always laft ; y6a, and the lime will cOme, wheja though thois caliejl ctnJ crbji, yet he will " not hear: Let me therefore fay to thee, Paul la " his Corinthians, Receive not the grace of God in vain: 
, for behotd nonu is the accepted time, now is the day of ' falvatim. 

III. Such is the heart of Chrift, and fo fet upon an erpoufal with finners, that he not only thus woofis them, but alfo waits long upon them, often renews !t, 1 the offer of his love to them, and puts up many hpr* 
^ f rid affronts and provocations at their hands, if at la?ft 

he may prevail with them. Suppofe a man Ihoard I, hot only make love to a perfon, but he ftiould alfo wait long upon her in the tenders of his love ; and , that^though he n • et with many affron's and unkind- 
heffes from her, this you would fay, would argue his heart to he much let upon her : And is it not thus 
with Chrift towards poor finnem ? O, how long does 

1 he wait upon them ? Mow often does he renew nhe offers of his love to them ? Vr.d what affronts, indig- diries, 'and unkindneffes does he hear with at tiieir hands ? Behold l ft and at the door and knock, fays he, Rev. iii. io. Standing, is a waiting pofture ; Chrift does not give a call or a knock at the door bf the Tin- ners heart, and away ; no, he ftands knocking, he fives cal! after call, and knock after knock being ever 
ready ..to enter, if the foul will at ad open to him. so ' .again, /til the day long have l ft retched forth m; kanit 

| « difoleditnt andgalnfax ingjeople ; a people that pre- I voketh me to anger eomir.v.ally to my face Ifa. JxV. 2. 3. 
* Rotn. x. 2 1. All the day long. Chrift v/aits'day aft-r 'day'^tuid week alter week, and moath after moivJt, 
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{tnd year after year upon Turners, yea, and many af« fronts and indignities does he put up, And pafs by t for them ! All the day long have 1 Jlretched forth my 
hands, opened the arms and bofom of my love, and that to a gainfaying and rebellious people an oppofing, refufing, reSfting people, a people that provoked me to 
my face continually every day ; a people that are daily loading me with their fins and provocations; a peo- | 
pie that will not let me go one day without affront- j ing me, and that to my face; a people that are eve- 
ry day daring me to damn them ; O, what patience ■is this ? So Matth. ixttiii. 37. 0 Jerufalem, Jerufa- I 
lem. hovs often 'would / have gathered thee, and thou j rwouldejl not ? Hovv often i not once, or twice, or ten 
times, but very often ; it nptes that he waited long upon them, and drove long with them, and that af-' ter many and often repeated affronts and refufals on their part, he dill tendered himfelf and his love tpW | 
them : and tbps he 4?als hy Tinners dill, he tendeatS I 
himfelf and his love to them, but they will have none of him ; he renews his pffers, and they renew their 
refufals; they fpurn at his love, yet he makes lov# 
dill ; he tells them what great preparations he has made, and how all things are ready, and how wel- come the' {hall be to the marriage fipaft; b\.\%(hey make l-J?i of all. preferring a worldly intered before him 
{ti^d it, Matth. xxii. I. Well, however he leaves them nor, but fends again, and calls again, notwithftand- 
ir.g all. They do in effedf tell him, they defire neither | him nor his grace, that they had rather enjoy their luds,’ than his love; they abufe his grace, they dc- »| 
fpife his corredlions, they flight his calls, they redd Jris T int; U what affronts are thefe ? And after all this,* it may be, he renews his.fuit, laying himfelf 
and'his love at their feet, if yet he may win them to \ him. O how much mud his heart be upon an e- | « fpoufal with them ! foul let it melt thee into love to | 
him. O. who Would with1! and fuch a lord, (uch a a 
lover l \\ hat l woo, and wait fo long too, jhil uo | 
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‘ fuch, and fo many affronts, and (till ma^e love ? ‘ Was ever love like this, and patience like this! IV. Such is the heart of GhrilV. and lb let upon an efpoulal with fluners, as that he has laid iii nlelf under Bonds to receive them, and accept of them in 

cafe they are willing to be efpoufed tp him : and w hat greater difeovery of. his heart t^an this ? Sitould a 
young man lay himfelf under boniis^te marry fitch or ibch a woman, tho’ as yet Ihe har^ him, and were utterly averfe from him; you W'mna ftirefy conclude that his heart was much let upon a ma^i^vith hert,- and truly, this is no more than thrift ■ fv#jti,orJ of i glory hath done; he is become bound to magmpoor , finners to himfelf, yea, tho’at prefent they hare him, and are altogether averfe from him ; yet in c;«H' {lull at laft be willing to clofe with him, he is become , bound to receive them. He is become bound, both to the Father, and to them. 

1 1. He is bound* to the Fathef to receive finners, ; and efpoufe them to himfelf, in cafe they come to j him : So much is held forth in jfchn.vi. 27. Labour not for the meat that perijheth, but for that which rn- 
i) durcs unto everlafting life, which the Son of man /ha/l [mark] give unto you, for him hath God the Father s fealed; that is, God the Father hath, ordained and appointed Chrift; he has laid a law upon him to 

give eternal life, and therefore himfell to finners coming to him ; and we may therefore reft affured 
that he will do it: yea, Chrift looks npou himfeif as under a law from the Father to do it, and therefore 
fays, Thj /au) is within my heart, JPfal xl. 8. Thy law: What law ? Why, the law ofdiis mediator- fiiip, which commands him, as to die for finners, fo to accept of finners, when they come unto him ; and furely he that fo freely fulfilled it in the one, will not. 
be ^obedient to it in the other. In a word, in that • Covenant (by divines called the covenant of redemp- tion) which paft between the Father and Jefus Chri-ft ■ from eternity, concerning the falvation -cf fmners, 

1 2 
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Cbrift became bound to the Father to receive all that ihould come to him, and he will be faithful. 

2. He is bound to (inners themfelves in the cafe : He has indeed given them his bond ; he has given them hispromife; which is his bond, and a ftrong 
one too, an invincible obligation, and the foul may loot on it as fuch ; but where is his prpmife ? T'm- 
Jy the whole gofpe'l is but as it were one general pro- 
niife made by him to this purpofe; but take one for all tlie reft, John vi. 36. 411 that the Father gi-oeth 
/w, Jhall come tnto me 1 and him that -cometh unto me, 
J ivili in noways caji out, i e. I will moft afTuredly receive him, and beftow mylelf and eternal life upon him. And how often has he renewed this bond of his! yea, and that it njight be firm and valid to our 
faith, as well as in itfelf, he hath hereunto added Lis feat, and that fuch a feat as renders it altogether un- 
qnefti'onable; for ’tis the leal of his own blood. Hence the go'pel is called the new teftament in bisu hlood, that is feal’d and ratified in his bloid, Luke ii<> 
20- And his bloftd is called the blood of the covenanfim becauie the covenant and p: onii.es thereof are lealed y ith that blood, Hcb.xx. latter 'end. Yea, mor;yet; if his.^iromife and his teal be not enough, they fhall have more, for to both thefe he has added his cath 
for their further lecurity in the cafe ; Verily ', vtriiy, ■ ('ifys he) he that belhveth on me bat6everlafling life, a> tfJhall not come into condemnation ; and again, ve- lihiLtily, the hrur comsth,. and now is, when the ■Jleed jiail hear tic voice of the Son of Cod, and they ’ that hear Jhall live, John v. 24, 25. As I live, was 
the form of God’s oath in the old teflament; and he there fwears, he hath no pleafure in ilfideath ef fn- turs, but had >a her they would turn and'live, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. And Verity, verily, is the f -rm of Chrfil's Oath in the new teftament; and he there (you fee) fwears that fouls ftiall live coming to him. “ O, “ happy we, (as one of the ancients cries out): for “ vhofe fake God doth fwear ; blit O unbelieving 
“ we. if we do not believe him fuearimr.’' Thus 
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Chrift has given ns his bond, his prcmife, and that 
fealed with his blood, and to aU added his oath for the farther encouragement of our faith ; and what can we defire more ? if yoir have a man’s promife to you for the performance of this or that, you think yon are well, yon judging him to be both able and 
faithful ; but if you have his feal added to his pro- mife, then you look upon yourfelves fecure of the • bufinefs indeed ; but if to both thefe you have his oath added, then you look on the bufinefs part all 
doubt, and you dare not queftion id: Why lo!' 1 Chrift has given poor finncrs all this to afhire them 1 that he will embrace and accept them coming to him; i and O, how firm may their faith ftan'd upon all this ? And what horrid wickedneis mull it be fo much as 
once to queflion it ? True, neither his feal, nor his oath, adds any thing to the truth and certainly of 
the promife in itfelf; but to our fenfe and apprehen- 
fion it does; and meerlyout of indulgence to us and" our weaknefs, is the one and the other added ; fo the Apofrie tells us, Heb.vi. 17. t8. God ‘willing 
more abundantly to Jbew unto the heirs of promife, the immutability of his counfel, confirmed it by an oath : ■ that by two immutable things, wherein it was impofible for God to lie, we might have Jlronq confolation, who have fied for refuge to lay hold on the hope fet before us. Mark, ’twas not to confirm, or add any thing to the 
truth and certainty of God s c&unfel or covenant, that 
his oath was added, but it was to confirm and-en- courage our faith. Ilhus you fee Chrifl is under bonds 
to receive and accept of finners, if they come to hiorrr.jt. ■ and arc willing oi" an eipoufai with him ; and how *• much does thus argue his heart to be in the bufmefs f O, let none ever fay, will Chrift accept and receipt;1 / me coming to him ? For indeed bonds bind him fo to 
do. The truth is, were he under'no binds we need not queftion it, for his bowels would co.n train bi,n ; 
and had he no bowels, we need not doubt it, f.,r , 'bonds ivould bind him to' it. Chrift mild deny his 
Word, prumife, feal, oath and ati, if :h; relule *nk ■ ! 3' 

y "r 
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foul that indeed comes to him, and defires to clofe v 
in a marriage covenant with him: O, what encou- ragement is this! V. Such is the heart of Chrift, and to fet upon an 
efpojifa! with fmners, as that he has given them a full 
and unqueftionable affurance, that nothing (whatever) I ihall ftand between him and them, nor prcjudife their | 
acceptance with him, in cafe they be willing to be e- ipoufed unto him : Should a man not only make love to a perfon, wait long upon her in the tenders there- of, and the like, but alfo give a full atfurance that ! 
nothing lhail Hand between him and her to hinder the match, in cafe fhe be willing to accept of him ; this would argue his heart to be much upon her in- 
deed : Now, this alfb Chrift hath jdone, he hath giv- 
en finners a full and firm aflurance, that nothing (hall 
prejudife their acceptance with him, nor hinder the 
match between him and their fouls, in cafe they be willing to it; and is not his heart then much upon » 
the bufinefs ? This is no other than what he himfelf | declares, Johnx\. 37. And certainly he doth not de?- 11 hide fouls with vain words; Hirn^that com.th unto . j 
»:t, (fays he) i. e. he that bebeveth on me, he that j is willing to be mine, him I ivili in no wife cnjl out ; 
In no wife, or by no means, upon no account whatfo- ever : Nothing (hall o.bftnnft his acceptance with me^ j 
buS I will receive him with a notwithftanding, not- withftanding all his vilenefs, all his unworthinefs, all his unkindnefs, all his unfuitablenefs ; notwithftand- I 
iug all that either men, or devils, law or confcience ,c tr. charge upon h m; yea, or that unbelief itfelf can 
pre.ei.d or a''edge ; be it what it will, notwithftand.- ] i ig all, I'll receive him unto the bofom of my love. Chrift's language to poor finners, in this promife of j Ids, and many more of like import, is luck as this: I 
Conic, poor fouls, be not afraid of me, whatever your condition be, and however tfa ngs (land, and are J 
lUited wnh, you, yet if you have a muid to n.e, and an efpoufal with me, afla.'e youritsJver. that nothing J 
ihau obfi.ruft your aoceptaace with. nothing Ciafi j 
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fhut up my boforn againft you ; but I •will betroth y :u to If for ever. O what encouragement is here i Come to Chrift, and clofe with Chrilt in a marriage- covenant j who would not do that, may fome fay l 
But alas ! there are a thoufand things that will hinder the match ; and (land between him and me, Ihould I go to him. Poor foul! this is apparently the plea 
and language of unbelief, and let it be filenced for ever, Cnrift having (as thou feeft) fully affured us of 
the contrary. But befides, what is it that thou fear- eft, (or that any foul can fear) will ftand between Chrift and thee, to hinder an efpoufal with him ? 
Bring forth thy ftrong pleas, and fee if they will bear 
any weight in the famftuary ballance. i. Is it outward meannefs and bafenefs ? Poflibly thou art low and mean, and bafe in the world ; thou art a poor forlorn defpicable creature ; and this thou thinkeft will ftand between Chrift and thee ; furely 

i \. (fayeft thou) Chrift will never take fuch a contempti- » bie worna as I am, into fuch a relation with himfelf; But filler, this lhall not hinder in the leaft, for Chrift 
j is no refpe&tr of perfons ; Higi and lonv, rich and poor, bond and free, are all one in Chrijl, and to- Chrift, , Cal. hi. 28. Yea, does not the world tell us, that he choofes the poor of this luorld, heirs of the kingdom, and rich in faith ? James ii. 5. And again, ye fee your 

calling. Brethren (fays the'apoflle)that not many, nuife men after the flejh, not many mighty, not many noble are called, but Cod choofes fodiflo, and weak, and bafe ones, 1 Cor. t. 26, 27, 28. As greatnefs is no 
furtherance, fo meannefs and bafenefs is no hindrance in this cafe. Men indeed mind honour and greatnefs. they will have fuch as are fuitable to themiclves : 
But’tis otherwife with Chrift. Pubr finners, though Ithou bee^ never fo low and mean, and bafe in the ■world; though thou ftmu Id ft be clothed W’ith rugs ; yet if thou, haft a mind to Chrift, fee w'ill accept tltee^ and marry thee to hiinfelf; yea, and thy foul will be ;ar to him, and as precious in his fight as the foul 

te. greatcft prince or monarch in tiu world. 

J 
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2. Is it inward blacknefs and deformity? Perhaps, fmner, if tkou art not outwardly mean and bafeT yet thou feed thyfelf inwardly black and deformed; 

thou Hell in thy blood and gore, wallowing in thy fin and filth ; neither is there any Worth and beanty 
in thee, for which Chrift fhould defire trhee; and * therefore, . fayed thou, furely Chrid will have no- thing to d'o with me, or fo much as cad an eye or 
Took of love upon me. But foul, this fin'd not hand between Chrid and thee neither ; but if thou had a 
fftind id fiini, he will marry thee to himfelf notwith- 
ftanding: For indeed Chrift marries not any for their beauty ; but thofe whom he marries, he marries to 
make them beautiful; he marries them not for any* worth of theirs, but to put a worth upon them ; and indeed there are none that he efpoafes to himfelf, 
but he finds them black and deformed in their blood * and gore, as well as thee, an'd fo they are till he puts his beauty upon them. How fweet is that woVd.j 
£zeJf. xvi. 6. 7, 8. I paffti by this, 'and favs : 'thee polluted in thy blood, i. e. in thy fin and filth, / 
fat'd unto thee, live ; 1 faid unto thee, when thou nuajl in thy bbod, live, yea, when thou waft in thy blood, 
live : Mark, three times he mentions it, in thy blood, in thy blood, in thy blood, to note the depth of that defilement we are all under. WeH, and what then ? 

f|:.u \Vill Chrid have any thing to do with fuch ? Yes, he ' : makes love to them : Behold, thy time was the time of 
f love: He, todrrks them to himfelf in an everlailing cdtfknuntj/ft>read my fkirt over thee [lays he) and coveri d-Jby nakedn. fs ; yea, I Jwear unto thee, and en- tered inio covenant with thee, and thou becaineft mine : 

Yea, not only fo, .but he puts a beauty ; yea, his own beauty andTOrtsielihefs upon, them : Thou art come to excellent orn'alftents, and art comely through piji£co:ncli- 
nefs wbifh I have put upon thee, as verfe 1 4. 1) foul, 
be not difeouraged, Chrid will turn thy blatknefs in- 
to beauty, and not caft thee off becaufe of it. .5. Is it the greatnefs and hainoufnefs of thy fin and 
guilt? O my* fins, my fins, (fays the poor foul) they 
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! are exceeding many, and exceeding great ; they are 
many and great in themfelves, and they-are clothed with many and great aggravations-. Few in the world ever finned at that rate that 1 have done ; therefore 1 fear that Chrift will never own me fo, as to take me into fnch a relation Vvith htmfelf: well, be it fo; yet know, that this fhall not Hand between Chrift and thee, if thou art willing to be efpoufed to him : He i IiajST pcomiled to pardon great fins, and to accept, notwithllanding great fins, in cafe the foul be but 
willing: Come now (fays he) fit us reafon together; though your Jins are as fear let, they Jhall he white as \fn<yib ; though they are red like crimfon, they Jhall be as iiiool, Ha. i. 18. The' your fins are as fcarlet, and as [ crimfon, i. e. Tho’ they are great, foul, enormous 
fins; fins of a hainous and crying nature, and cloath- \ed with the greateft aggravations, yet they lhall be I white as fnow and wool, i. e. They fhall be fully done laway and pardoned, fo fully done away and par- 

Idoned, as if they had never b-en fo. Again, ffa. xltii. 24, 25. In the 24^ ver. he fpeaks of - Avho had made him to ferve with tjelr Jin's, and 
, wearied him with their iniquities: "^ Thele. fiirefy 1 were great finners, anel their lins of a hainoiis crying nature; and yet, at die i^thver. what a full pro- mife of pardon 'does he make to them ? 1 even 1 am ■ ) he that blotteth out thy tranfgrejfions for my own faket- •and will not rememher thy fins. Poor foul, what finatl I fay ? Haft thou abundantly finned ? Haft thou mul- tiplied fins ; He has promifed abundantly to pardon'?' 
: and to multiply pardons, Ifa.'lv. 7. Art thou guilty of all manner of fins ? And to thy other (ins, haft thou added blafphenny? He has promtfed, that all manner of fin and blaffhemy floatl be forgiven, esuept that a- gainjl the Holy Gh jl, (which thy complaining of the 
greatnefs of thy fins argues thou art not guilty of) Alatth. xii. 31.O foul, be not difcouraged beEanfe of 

"the greatnefs of thy fins; Chrift marries fouls, not be- came they are not finners, great finners, but he mar- 
‘ ries them to takeaway their fins, and to difcharge them fiom them for ever : And the greater thy fins ar;, the 
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greater will be the glory of (thrift’s grace (which is what he aims at) In receiving of thee into fo near and I 
glorious a relation with himfelf as this is: Befules, > 
what wilt thou do with thy great fins, unlefs thou goeft 1* with them to Chrift ? Great fins argue a great need ’ l for Chrift, and calls for great hafining unto Chrifi. 

4. Is it any former neglefts or refufals of thine ? Pofiibly not only are thy fins many and great, but there is this added to all the reft, long and frequent / 
refufals of Chrifi and his love. He has often called, but thou haft-given him no anfwer; he has long ij 
wooed thee, but thou has pot comply’d with him ; = 
O, the many fweet calls, gracious offers, loving ten- , ders which he has made to thee, and thon haft de- || fpifed ! And this makes thee fear, that he will now 
have nothing to do with thee. And truly foul, this is fad, very fid ; hereby Chrift has loft much glory, ! which thou mightefthave brought him ; hereby thou 1 
haft loft much i'weet communion, which thou might a | luve enjoyed; hereby Chrift's heart has been much 1 grieved, which might have been prevented; and 11 -hereby the work is made much more difficult than at *■ | firft it was, thy heart being grown more hard, and ,1 
corruptions more firong. Thus ’tis every way very fad, that thou haft thus negledted and refufed Chrift j 
but yet neither (hail this ftand between him and thee, in cafe thou art whiling to be efpouled to him ; for this. Tee Prov-.i. 20, 21, 22, 23. IVifdom crietb with- | cut, Jhe uttcreth her voice in the Jlreels ; Jhe crieih in I the chief place of conccurfe, in the openings of the gates in the city fhe utterejh her words, faying. Hove long ye i 

Jimple ones will ye love Jimplicity ; and the fcorners de- | light in their feerning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn i 
you at my reproofs Behold, I will pour out my [pint 
unto you, I will make known my words unto you. Pray nbferve, Chrift hath offered hi nfelf and his. love to | them, but they had refufed him and ft ;, yea, they had refufed long, and refufed with much contempt. 
How long ye fsmple ones will ye love Jimplitiiy? &c. *1 hey fcorn’d the offer of Chrift, -and his love; and \ 
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yet here he renews thofe offers to them, wherein he , 'he tells them, that none of all their refufals fhould 

• prejudife their acceptance with him. in cafe they are willing to be his. Turn ye at my reproof; behpLd, l •willpour out my fpirit. See. And.foul, do not the mofl 
refufe long, and (land it out long againft the offers 
of Chrift and his grace, e^r they clofe with him, who yet are received and embraced by him ? Be not ’ therefore difeouraged, poor foul, becaufe of thy for- mer regledts and refufals of Chr'ft» but throw thyfelf 1 into the arms of his love, which thou wilt certainly 

J find wide open to receive an^ embrace" thee. j. Is it any revolting or backfliding of thine from him ? Poflibly thou haft fometimes been on thy way towards Chrift, thou haft had fome workings, fome' A' good refolutions and affeftions within thee for him ; I Ay, and thou haft made fome profeffion <*f him; thou j halt fometimes been even upon the turning point, the point of .clofing with Chrift ; and the match has been made up between him and thee ; and yet after all 
; this, thou haft revolted and backfliden from him, 
ploying the harlot •with many lovers, which makes the? fear, that he will now rejedt thee, fhouldeft then go to him. And the truth is, this alfo is very fad ; for hereby Chrift has been eminently difhonoured and 
thy foul has.been eminently endangered; But yet be not difeburaged, for this (hall not ftand between Chrift and thee, if yet thou art but wiiling-to be e-. 
fpoufed to him ; drift offers himfelf and bis grace to, fuch as thefe; he promifes to heal backflidings ; 'fer.\ 
iii. i. Tho thou hajl.played the harlot •with many lovers, yet return unto me, faith the Lord. And v. ra. Re- turn thou backfiding ffrael. And 110111 not caufe mine anger to fall upon you, for l am merciful. So Hof. H, 

.19. / •wilt betreth thee unto one for ever: yea, I •will 
betroth ;kee unto me. Thee ; Who? Why as revolt- 
’ijig and backfl ding a people as ever W'ere in the world ; fo you wid find in the beginning of the i chapter. There is hope then (you fee) for revelters 
!at»d backsliders • therefore be not difeouraged, but 
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go to him, and he will not call thee out. Well leu!, here’s encouragement enough (or thee, nptwithftand- 
ing all thy vilenefs, finfulnefs, and unworthinefs. And to add to thy encouragement yet, know, Chrift has received multitudes that were every way as vile, 
fmful and unworthy as thou art. What doft thou think of Manajfeh, who was a forcerer, and an idola- ter? What doft thou think of Pauli who was a per- 
fecutor and a blafphemer ? What doft thou think of 
Mary Magdalen, w ho had ftven devils in her ? What 
doft thou think of Rahab, who was an harlot ? What doft thou think of multitudes gf thofe who crucified 
Chrift, but afterwards believed ? Thefe were all great finners, and yet Chrift received them into the arms of his love. What doft thou think of the black lift and 
catalogue of lumers among the Corinthians, men'ioned I Cor. vi 9, Jo who were drunkards, thieves, murder- 
ers, adulterers, IdiUiters, ahufers of themfelves inithgk 7n.anh.ind, and the like ; \\ hat doft thou think of them,' | 
Titus iii. 3. who were foolijh, difohedievt, living in envy, hateful, and hating one another, ferved divers 1 1 lifts and pleafures? Surely thefe are as vile, as fin- 
ful, a* worthlefs as thou art, and had as much to ftand between Chrift and them ; and yet they found grace in Chrift’s fight, upon their looking to him. Indeeft tbere is never a foul now in heaven, but was by nature every way as vile, finful, and unworthy of » 
Chrift, as.thou : T hey lay under the fame pollution, .' 
they waliOvred in the fame blood, they were fill'd with | the fame fpirit of oppofnion again ft God and his \vays, | that thou doft, and art; yea and multitudes of them 1 were as vile and fintnl by practice al:o, as thou; they 
a&ed oul the fin and emnity of their natures as hjgh-' i 
ly again ft God and Chi ill, as thou haft done ; and fj 
yet t)>ere Chrift received, elle they !\a’d not been.in heaye-n. tn a word, . heaven (as one'ob^rves} is an I fcrniie full of the mitgcles of Chrilt’s free grace 
There’s idoiatrous Nfytfeh among the true wor-J flippers of fiod : 1 here’s opfir.'ffing 7. ace he us aim«ngf» the ipirit, of juft men made pcrledl.. There's Mat-.I 
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piiemous Paul among the hoft of angelfc, lauding, 
praifing, and finging Hallelujahs to God and the 
i.amb : And there’s Mary Magdalen, that had feVen devils, among the Saints of the moft high, who are filled even to overflowing with the feven fpirits of God. O! w’bo then would be difcoHragedJ Yea, foul, all thy vilenefs, linfulnefs, and unworthine/s, ■ does but, as it were, qualify thee for Chrirt and his free grace. My fmful wants and unworthinefs (fays Rutherford') have qualified me for Chrift and his grace. Call thyfelf therefore fully upon him notwithftanding 
all, not doubting thine acceptance with him. VI. Such is the heart of Chrift, and fo fet upon efpoufal with finners, as that he delights and rejoices 
in nothing more hardly, than in the nuptials between him and them : And O, how Ihould this draw and allure us to him h ttfipbld you fee a young man re- Ijoicing in the fenieol an efpoufal between himfelf and- i inch or Inch an one vehom he loved, you might w-ell 
•conclude, that his heart was much upon hers And 

(is it not thus here ? Chrift rejoices in the fight and fenfe of an efpoulal between himfelf and finners; and thow much does this argue his heart to be in the bu- fineJs ? I his 1 will give you in three propofitions. 
i This is what he rejoiced and delighted himfelf in the thoughts of from all eternity. Thus much he 

himfelf tells us, Prov. viii. 30, 31. ‘'Then, namely, from ■ everlafting, ^as 1 by him, as one brought up 'with him: 
and 1 'was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him 1 Rejoicing in the habitable parts of the earth, and wy delights were with the fans of men. The ;e ar* 
Chrift’s words, and in them he tells you where he was, and.what he had been- doing from eternity; he was with the Father, and rtg.iiced before him : but what did he rejoice in ? Truly, next to the Father : and himJei{, his rejoicing was in the habitable parts 

fo( the earth, and his delights were with, the Tons of ^men. He delighted himfelf in the thoughts of laving ■poor fuuiers, and eipouiing them unto bitnfelfiu or- 
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uer thereunto. O, how much does this argue his '1 
heart to be in the bufinefs! 2. As he thus delighted and rejoiced in the thoughts ' ‘ of it before hand; fo when at any time a poor foul 
is a&aally efpoufed to him, then he rejoices afrefli, and is delighted afrefh. Hence the day of efpoufals is called the day of the gladnef of bis heart, Cant. iii. 11. The day of efpoufals between Chritl and a poor fm- ner, is a day of gladnefs and rejoicing to the Father; 
a day of gladnefs and rejoicing to the blelfed spirit, a day of gladnefs and rejoicing to the holy angels, and fpirits of juft men made perfedl; For there is joy in heaven, at this, Luke xv. y. But’tis efpecially a day 
of gladnefs and rejoicing to Chrift the bridegroom. O, to fee poor finnerscome in and give up themfelves to him in marriage covenant ; this is the joy, the , 1 

reft, the fatisfa<5Fon of the foul : Hence it is laid, He Jhalljts of the travel of his foul, and he faiitfied, lia. liii. | 
j t. ’ l h a great grief and trouble to Chrift, that which j f wounds his very foul, when having wooed poor tinners,‘3 I 
and time after time made love tpthem ; theynotwith- | {landing are (hy of him, and will not clofe with him in a manriage covenant : Hence he complains as he does, John v. 41. Yen will t;ot come to me that you might have life. Ami Maith. xxiii 57. 0 Jcrujaleth, 
Jerujalem. how often mould l have gathered thee, and thou wouldjl not ? Fie (peaks complaining!?, and as one grieved at heart at their negleifts of him; yea, | this was that which made him weep, as he did over J Jerafalem, Luke xix 41,42. Behold the joy of the j whole earth weeping! And why ? Becaufe of their | 
refufals of him and his grace, and the woiul deftrnc- | t on that for thefe refufals were coming upon them. ? Indeed, this is what refledts great diilionour upon his | pame, pours great contempt upon his grace, and is 
diredlly contrary to the. whole defign of his undertak- J ing, as Mediator, and fo cannot but be grievous to .1 him : So on the contrary, when fouls come freely in, j and give up themfelves in a marriage relation to hm, j 
|h s glads and rejoices his heart: O, hovy Hjould tuis j 
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draw fouls to him ! finner, why may not this day he 
made the day of the gladnefs of Chriit’s heart, by be* ing a day ofeipoufals between him and thee? He has feen many a day of grief of heart, and trouble of heart, becaufe of thy handing out againfl: him, and refuting the offers of his love : O, now let him fee one day of joy of heart, and gladnefs of heart, by thy 
clofing up with him in a marriage edrenant. 9. -As Ghrift delights and rejoices when fouls are 
efpoufed to him ; fo being efpoufed to him, he de- lights aiid rejoices in this efpoufal for ever : MSn mar- ry fuch or fuch, and they rejoice therein at prefeut, but their joy does not laft. ’ 1 is otherwife with Chriit, 
he did rejoice in the thoughts of it from all eternity ; he does rejoice in the being and accomplh'h nent of it here in time, and he will rejoice in the confummation 
of it in heaven for ever ; The truth is, his joy is not complete, till the marriage be complete ; nor will hif joy ever end, till that end, which will never be (Its in 
its place may be (hewn.) Thus you fee a little what Bphrilf’s heart is, and how much let .upon this bafiriefs; 
a; well as what manner of hufbantf he is, and what great things he does for all his fpouies. And now after all, what do you fay ? Art thou for Chrift or 
no ? Shall the nuptial go on between him and your fouls, or lhall it not ? Soul, what anfwer mull 1 give 
my Lord and Mailer that lent me for thee ? ’Tis but a little while, and he will call both thee and me to an account concerning thefe things; and l mud lay, Lord, 1 wooed that foul for thee ; l befought him to be elpoufed unto thee; and fo far as I was able, 1 difplayed thy beauty, thy riches, thy glory before him: 1 opened thy heart to him, Ihewed hirn thy love, and thy willingnefs to be efpoufed to him, hop- 
ing that the cords of thy love would draw him; and with my whole ftrength entreated him to give up himfelf in a' marriage-covenant to thee. Well, and 
what was the ilfue ? Lord, thou kuoweft. But, foul, what anfwer mull I return? Mud I be put to fay. 
Lord, l laboured in vain, and fpsnt my llrengtlym 
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vain, for he made light ef all, and would have none, . either of thee or thy love ? O put me not to make this difmal anfwer ; rather let me have caufe to fay, Bs- hold, I and the children •which God hath given me : Be- I Ijbld, this foul, and that foul, and many fouls wrere ■won over to thee. dmen. 

C II A P. X, 
Which dire&s foulst and /hews them the way how ti attain unto this fweet and blejfed efpdttfal with Jefus I ‘ a.rij,. 
An Efpoufal with Chrtft! what more fweet ? What more deftrabie ? And who that under- ftands luinfelf, would not covet it, before any thing 
this world affords ? No hufband like Chrift, and no 1 happinefs like an efpoufal to him. But the quellion 
is, how we may attain hereunto? Truly, foul, the |, 
work is great, and ’tis the di^^e fpirit alone ih.rt 'l| does and can tie the matriage-W^., between Chrift I, and thee : But he works in this,' .as'well as in other | cafes, in and by the ufe of means; and there are fe* || veral things hhfjlly incumbant upon thee, and which, ■ 
tnuft be attended' by thee, as ever thou wouidft at- 
tain to an acquaintance with this blefTed efpoufal. f. VVouldeft thou be efpoufed'to Chrift? Then 

.-labour to be deeply fenfibie of thy utter eftrange- | pent from him by nature; as alfo of thy wnful mi- | fery by reafon of that eftrangernent. A deep fenfe efour eftrangement from Chrift, and of our milery «, by reifsn of that eftrangement, is on good ftep to- j ■wards a’corjugal union and relation to him; and J 
v jthqut the one, we are never like to attain unto the ’| other. Labour therefore for this. 

i. Labour to be deeply fenfibie of your eftrange- ment from Chrift by nature. Naturally we are all ft rangers to Chrift, ftrangers to all conjugal-union 
and communion with him. We know not what any fuch thing means. As ’twas with the Epbeftans, fo :• 
’tis with us all, by nature, they were and we are with- 
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vut Chrijl in the world, Ephef. ii. 12. And not only without him, but alfo far from him, as it follows vtrfe 13. 1 may truly fay to every natural naan and wOmait f in this, as Pfter did to Simon in anothiir cafe, Aclt 
viii. 2 1. 'Thou haft neither part nor lot in this m ilter : Thou knowelt not what union and comununion with this fweet Lord means : Yea, not only are we by ha* 
ture e&rauged from Chrift ; but moreover we alre at enmity with him, and filled vrith hatred and opposi- 
tion againft him : We as thole mentioned, Luke xW. 14. Do hate him, and would not have him to reign over ms. Naturally we are at enmity with Chrrtl, and with every thing that is his; with his perfon, with his 
prefence, with his fpirit, with his kingddm, with his laws, and ordinances, with his grates; with hisrigh- ■ 
teoufnefr, and the like. His perloh Is too holy tor us, his prefence too pure, his fpirit too convincing, 

k his kingdom too fpiritual, his laws and ordinance* too ■ > i; ftricd, his graces too brigiit, his righteojihefs to»‘bp- polite to felf; and fo we hate all, and are at enmity. ^ with all: Yea, we are at enmity with the very way : . of life and falvation by him : Touching the oofpel, they ■ , are enemies, fays the apotlle, winch is fpokea of the 
Jews, but true of all by nature, Rom. xi. 2d. Wea wo .’Id live but not by Chrilt; we woulft be fived, bat not by Chrilt: Thus naturally we are ail edra iged 
fro a him; and thus high Jo:s oor;edi.unge u,:aC.i, rai.e, which we mull be deeply' fenfoie of, if iVer gel union and communion in a conjugal-way wiih 
hi n ; Therefore work this a little upon your thoughts^.a; till you tiud your heart begin to bleed and reUht over in. 

2. Labour to be deeply fenfible of youf exceeding,. great mifery by reafon of this cdrangemeut. As we are all naturally without ChrUt/fo our mifery herein is exceeding great. 69 much the apoitte hoi Is forth hi the place before quoted, £ph. ii. 12. where be (peaks. Of 'ohr being .without Chrift, as our misery; yea, as 
•the fpring aud toilndation of allouf miiery, and there- 

* lore that is lird-mentioned : The Epbejia is were, and 
K 3; 
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v»e are (as he there tells us) 'without the covenant, with* t . 
out hope, and without God in the world; Mifery enough for any foul to ly under; and the inlet and founda- tion of all is, their and our being without Chrijt. As 
to have Chrift (fays a learned interpreter upon this t place) is the foundation of all good ; fo to be with- out Chrift, is the beginning and foundation of all 
evil, and inlet to all woe and mifery, and what leaves A s 
us in -a moft deplored eftate for ever. Take a tafte, I and but a tafte of this your mifery, and then work i 
the ienfe of it upon your own fouls. 1. Being without Chrift, you are deftitute of all 
good, you are without life, without grace, without 
peace, without pardon, without comfort, without ij righteoufnefs, without heaven, without falvation, without hope, and without God, (as you have it in the fame place) EpheJ. ii. 2. without the favour of God, I without the prefence of God, w ithout the life of God,*g 1 without the image of God, without the Spirit of God,^! ! 
and being thus without God, you are without all true jj i good, and true happinefs, according to the old and i ‘ true Jine funnno btnno nihil bonum ; without |j1 

the chief good there is nothing good. 
2. Being without Chrift, you are in bondage to 

fin and Satan, which is the worft bondage in the ; world. Naturally all are the Haves and vaflals of fj! 
thefe cruel lords: Hence we are faid, to fulfil the a devil's luj}, Johnviii. 44. And, as the lufts of the de- M vil, fo the wills and lujls of the fiefs, k.phef. ii. 2- to 1 
be the fervar.ts offin. and to ferve divers lufls and plea- J fares, and the like: And as naturally all are thus in 9 bondage to fin and the devil, fo there is no redemp- (l 
tion from the bondage but by Chrift, and that in a ’1 way of union with him. If the fon therefore Jhall^ make you free, ye Jha]i be free indeed, faith he himfeif J to the Jews, John viii. 36 They were glorying in ^ their privilege, that they were Abrab .vis ieed, and j never were in bondage to any man. Tr :e, fays Chrift, 
b :t y are in a worfe bondage than a bondage to | nun in bondage to fin, in bondage to your lulls: | 
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For he that commiteth Jin, is the fervant of ftn. And 
this bondage none but the Son can free you from ; and therefore, until freed by him, you remain under it. O hdw fore a bondage is this, to be under the command of ftn, to be at the beck of every bafe and unclean lull, and to be carried captive by the devil at his •will! This is fuch a bondage, as that the bon- dage of Ifrael under their talk-mailers in Egypt, and 
the bondage of Turkijh ilives, who are kept at oar and gaily, is freedom to it. As to ferve Chrift is the 
greatell liberty, fo to ferve fia is the crudest bondage. 3. Being without Chrift, and union with Chrift, 
you are rejected of God. Know ye *e/ (fays th£ apo* 

, file) that except Chrijl be in you, ye are reprobates ? 2 Cor. xiii. y. Know ye not? As if he Ihould fay, ’tis *a moft clean, manifeft, and evident truth, that unlefs you have union with Chrift, you are reprobates, i. e. 
t you are unapproved of God, you are out of his fa- 
I vour, both your perfons and fervices are rejetted by him. To the fame purpofe is that Gal. iv. 22. where we read of two mothers, and two fons : The two 

mothers were types of the two covenants, the cove- nant of works, and the covenant of grace, as appears 
by ver. 24. The two fons are types of two forts of perfons living in the church ; one born after the flelh, the other by promife ; one belonging to the firft, 
the other to the fecond covenant. Well, what’s the condition of thefe ? Why, the one is in a Hate of re- jettion, and the other of acceptation. They that be- long to the fecond aovenant, are owned and embraced in the arms of love; the other are call out (as you may fee in the fequel of xhe chapter :) befides all our acceptation with God, is in Chrift, and thro’ Chrift, EpkeJ. i. 6. Out of him therefore we are in a (late of 
rejefiion. O how fad does this (peak your condition robe! for men, .yea, for good men to rejeft and dilown us, is what may be born eft ecially when God owns and fmiles : But for God to difown and rejett . us, this is terrible indeed, tho’ all the world (hould 

Town us, and linile upon us. How ten ible is that 
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word l Reprobate Jttver Jhail men call them, fir the 1' 
Lord hath rejetted them, Jer. vi. 30. If God owns, I and liniles, 'tis no matter who frowns; but if he t' 
frowns and re^etfts, who eaa own or frnileto the relief of the foul ? 4. Being without Ghrift, you are under the law,, 
and fo unde- the curfe. And how fad is this! as f there are but two covenants, the old and*the new r and but two heads of thofe covenants, the firft, or.li' 
the fecond ddam; and fo all men do belong to, and ll1 are found in the one or the other of thefe. Whilll b therefore you are Grangers to Chrift, you are under-jt the law: and being under the law, you are under'k 
the curfe : For, fays the apoflte, As many as are-uv**)* der the lave ; are under the curfe : For it ir ve fit ten, i,' 
curfed is every one that contimteth not in all things that* p 
are verilten in the book of the lerw, to do them. Gal. iii. 13. The law has no pity, no fparing for offenders ftm 
but for every breach thereof, lays^hc foul under the* 
.curfe. Now we have all broken the law ; we all brokel it in Adam, being in him as in an head, and we h:ive| -all broken it ten thoufand times over in our own pet- ! [ fons, arid by both are fallen under the curfe thereof,.! 
And, fool, dofl thou know whatthe curfe of the law | 
means? It. carries in it death and condemnation for i evtr. Being under the law, we are curfed in our i perfons, and curfed in our comforts : The wratti ofG; 
God lies upori our fouls, and the curfe of God is in aU| )6ur enjdyinents ; our very blelfihgs are accurft to us,t 
Mai. ii. 2. We read in feripture of the people ofi' God's curfe, and thou art one of them, foul, whoever™ thou alt, that art out of Gli riff;. O, howwoful, how-W deplorable a condition is this p 5.' Being without Chrittif* and effranged from-., 
Glu-ft, you ly under the guilt of innumerable fins,. 
Which you alone muff bear for ever. ’ 1'is in and.by j Chrift alone, that fouls are dilcharged from the guilt 1 
of.fbi. And who are they-whom he dilchargeS ft orri ' guilt; but fuch as are found m him, are under a jj 
marriage covenant with him ? Thofe his bleed cltanfes', 



the Soul's Efpeufal t» CHRIST. 113 
from allJin, 1 John i. 7. And in him have they redemp' tien through his blood, even the forgivenefs of Jin, Ephef. i. 7. A s'for others, he tells them plainly, They 
Jbairdit in their Jins, John vtii. 24. O how fad a con- dition is this ! Soul, thou art guilty of a multitude of fins, the leaft of which has evil enough in it to damn 
thee eternally. Thou haft thoufands, and ten thou- sands of fcarlet crimfon fins, fins cloathed with black and crying aggravations lying upon thee ; and to have all thefe in the full weight of the guilt and punilhment of them, charged upon thee by the great God for ever ; How miferable does this fpeak thy 
condition to be ! j ^ 6, Being eftranged from Chrift, you.are undef a oeceffity of finning, and fo of greatning your own 

1 jrdamnation daily. A man out of Chrift, does do, can do nothing but fin ; for he is not fuhjett to the , taw of God, nor can he be, Rom. viii. 8. And as he 
* is ever finning, fo he is ever treafuring up wrath unto bhnfelf, Rom. ii. 5. O how fad a condition is this ! This is dura necejitas, (as Anfiin calls it) and fpeaks - srman’s condition to be very doleful. To be always finning againft God, and always treafuring up wrath to a man s own foul, this is ne%t to hell, in fome fort 

worfe. To give you the fum of all: 
7. Being eftranged from Chfift, you have nothing to fatisfy divine juftice, which is ready to feize upon: you: nothing to pacify divine wrath, which is ready" to break forth againft you ; nothing to ftand between 

divine revenge, and your finful fouls. What fhall 1 fay? You have many accufers, and by them many heavy charges brought in againft you; and being 
without Chrift, you have no advocate.to plead your catffe, none to fpeak a good Word in heaven for you ; And is net that fad ? you are deeply in debt",, you ■ owe your ten thoufand talents to divine juftice ; and biing without Chrift, you have nothing to pay, but 
are in danger of being call into the prilbn of eternal darknefs, whence there is no redemption. And is aot that fad ? You are under an obligation to much 
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duty; and being without Ghrift, you are under a* utter impoffibility of performing any of it acceptably. ' 
You are under a judgment of condemnation, and i being without Chrift, you have nothing that can fecure you one day, one hour, one moment more on • this fide everlafting burnings : And O, how fad and 
miferable is this! Thus you fee both yeur eftrange- ment from Chrift, and alfo your mifery (in part) by reafon of that eftrangement. Now, as ever you ' would get union and communion with him, labour 
to be deeply fenftble of both thefe. II. Wouldeft thou indeed be efpoufed to Chrift ? then labour to be foundly convinced, and deeply fenfible of the greatnefs and hainoufnefs of the fin of | 
refufing Chrift, and the offers of his love. Poor foul, ■. tho/i ftandeft it out againft Chrift v he wooes, and j Calls, and invites thee to himfelf, but thou {lighted I 
.and refufes all; and this thou thmkeft a/inall mat-J ter; but let me tell thee, this is a moil hainous and* f 
-crying fin : To fvvear, to murder, to fteal, t0 he I 

drunk, to be unclean, and the like ; tbefe-thou look-* eft upon to be as black and horrid things: Indeed, I well thou mayft, for they are fins of a more than ordi- i n try hainous and abominable nature : But yet know -I 
that thy fin in reje&ing Chrift, and the offers of his | 
love, is greater and more provoking than all thefe, | This indeed is the great fin, and the fin thou muft in I 
an efpecial manner be fenfible of, if ever thou art united to Chrift ; So much Chrift himfeif tells us, in ^ ' 
that known place, John xvi. 8, 9. H; (fays he,-sj fpeaking of the fpirit whom he promifed to tend) fhall | 
convince the world of Jin, becaufe they believe not in me. | Unbelief then is the great fin that the fpirit convinces j fouls of: And what’s unbelief, but the negleft and refufal of Chrift, and the offers of his love made to us in the gofpel ? He Jhall convince the world oj JftH ^ becaufe they believe net in me ; i. e. De illo^ tnagnojb j 
grandi incrcdutitatis peccato : He fliall convince them • 
of that grand fin of unbelief, (as a learned man ex- | pounds it;) as if Chrift fhould fay, he flinll mak& ^ 
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fiien fee. the black and hainous nature of the fin of rejeding me and my love : He ihall humble them for it, and fet them a bleeding over it. This fin of re- 
jeding Chrift, fome of the fchoolmen have called, 
maximum peccatuvi, the greateft fin of all : And in- deed, next to the unpardonable fin, what greater? This is a fin moft diredly and immediately againft iChrift and the gofpel. O, for a vile wretched finner to lliut the door of his foul againft Chrill and the king 
of glory, and deny him entertainment, to refufe and rejed the frequent offers of him and his love ; bow 
great a fin muft this be ? And, foul, to convince the* the better of it, 1 Ihall fugged a few confiderations to. thee, the holding forth a little of its black and horrid evil. 

i. Confider, That the negled and refufal of Chrid and his love, is a fin againft a fpecial and erni- nent command, and therefore a great and crying fyi : The greater'2nd more eminent tl e command is, which we tranfgrels and fin againft, the greater our 
.jfin and guilt is in. tranfgreffing that cpma;and. Now, Cod-does not only command us to receive and em- brace Chrift and Ins love : Bat this command of his, is a great, fignal Jtivd eminent command : So 3t John telis us, i Jclu iii, 23. This is his commandmentl 
that .'we believe on the name ef his Son Jefus Chrijl rwhcm he hath fent. What is it to helitve on the name Jefus Ckriji, but to receive and embrace Chrift cifer-' ing himlelf in the gofpel to us, and live upon him, having lo received and embraced him : Now (fays he) This is the commandment, his great. Ins Iptcial com- 
mandment in a moft fingle and eminent manner, and Chrift himfelf aflerts the fame thing, John vi. 28, 
29. In the 28. verfe they aft; him, Jhall iv* do, 
that VSe .may iver k tie <iuorksrf God: His anlwtr in the 29, verje i“, 7 Lis is the 'aorhbf Gcd, that ye IfSUex e ■ on him ivkotflfhe hath Jent; i. e. 1 hat ye receive and to brace me, ■ami live upon me, by believing : This is [the] work of jGod, the great work winch he com'- 
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vin ©bferves upon this place) is not called the work p God; becaafe ’tis of God’s operation, (as you have it - 
elfewhere) or that which Cod works in us ; but be* ' caufe ’tis the great thing which he commands and 6. requires of us. To rejed and refufe Chrift then, is a . 
fin againft a fignal and eminent command, indeed- t againft the great command of the gofpel; and there* : fore muft needs be a great and crying fin. More par- i ticularly ; 

1. The neglefl and refufal of Chrift and his love, £ is a fin againli a clear and exprefs command of God, t a command wherein the authority of God does pecu- liarly and eminently ihine forth-, bo much is held It forth in the place mention'd bef®re, i John iii. -28. t 77;/V is his commandment, (fays he, fpeaking of the ;ii 
commandment of faith) his expreis commandment, a . commandment wherein his authority is evidently and J 
peculiarly feen ; the authority of God Ihines forth in, it all his commands, but efpecially in this above the S 
reft : Therefore this you fee has an emphafis put upon' 0 it: "This is his commandment: Now the more clearly if and eminently the authority of God fhines forth in |i '.any command, the greater our fin and guilt is in f tranfgreffing that command. 

2. The negle<S and refufal of Chrift and his love, , is a fin againft a command, wherein the heart of God p 
and Chrift does much ly, and is therefore a great t fin. This is a true rule, that the more the mind i or heart of the law giver is in any law or com- i mand, the greater is our fin and guilt in the breach i 
and tranfgrefiion of that law or command: Now |i God’s command to us, to receive Chrift by believing, h 
is a command wherein his own heart, as well as Cue heart of. Chrift, does much ly : Indeed there is no- 1 
thing in all the world that the heart of God and Chrift is more fet upon, or definuis of, than this, j that fouls lliould embrace Chrift by befteving, and H become one with him in a marriage-covenant: Wit- j 
fiefs the freenefs of their offers, the frequency of their ,r calls, the importunatenefs of their pftas, the putt^nt-,| 
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\ ^lefs of their waitings, the afFe&ionatenefs of their i entreaties, the friendlinefs of their upbraidings, the c patheticalnefs of their lamentings, the fweetnefs of J their wooings, the unwearinefs of their drawings, and j the gracioufnefs of their dealings, in reference here- 
4 «nto. But you have already feen, how much the . heart of Chrift, and in him the heart of the Father is . in this bufinefs. Now to tranfgrefs fuch a command, a command wherein the heart of God and Chrift , does fo much !y, and to run counter to that which , they much defire. O, what a fin muft this needs be ! 

The negleft and refufal of Chrift, is a fin againlt a command, which has virtually all the commands of 
God in it; and fo in the breach and tranfgreflion > thereof, we break and tranfgrefs all. And O, how i great a fin then muft this be! to believe on Chrift, is 

•j comprehenfive of all that God commands and requires 
> of us : this is fo his commandment, as that in obeying .! this, we obey all; and in violating this, we violate 

' aTl; and fo he efteems and accounts it This is evi- 
i ;fd«nt from John vi. 21, 29. What Jhallnve do, (fay they) 1 that <we may nuork the iverks of God? Tbit is the nuork M *tf God, (fays Chrift) to believe on him ’whom he hath - ftnt: Pray mark, they fpeak of [ works j in the phi- f 

raf number ; they would know wlnt all thefe works were which God required, and what the extent of ! the corpmand was : .And Chrift in his anfwer reduces 
all to one, and that is faith, by which he fhews, that all is in vain without faith, fo faith is-virtually all. : th it God requires : This is the 'work of God (fays he) as if he fhould fay, Here’s aii in one, to believe on 1 and receive me, is comprehenfive of all: And accord- ingly, my beloved, to rejetf Chrift and his love, is to 

! break all at once, and to violate all at once ; ’tis to ’rebel againft, and pour contempt upon the whole unind and will of God at once, and in effedt to renounce nil duty and allegiance to him. Suitable whrreumo as the ob'ervation of a learned man upon that pla^e, 
John x.\i. 8, 9. Chrijl here (hys lie) mils unbelief {fn} 
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/imply and abfolntely, lecaufe that fin comprehends all j . 
fin in it. O how great a fin then muft this be ! 

4. The negle<5 and refufal of Chrift, is a fin againft j a command of much love. All God’s commands have 11 
love in them ; they are defigned by him for our good, j (as the fcripture tells us;) but efpeciaUy this command j: of his, that we fhould receive and embrace his Son ; 
Eor what is this command, but a command to us to be faved, a command to us to be happy ! What is ! - 
this, but a commanding us to live for evermore, to be eternally bleffed in and with hitsfelf? AndO, how | great a fin muft the tranfgreflion of fuch a command j 
be! Did God command us any hard or fcvere thing, 
fomething that tended to our prejudice, and not our 1 happinefs, that were fomewhat ; But when he com- mands us nothing but to be happy, an.d to be happy 
in the beft way ; Q how great a fin muft it be to 
tranfgref's fnch a command ! 

2. Confider, the negleft and refufal of Chrift is a | ; 

fin, which in a peculiar manner derogates from him, 98 
and pours great contempt upon him, and therefore | ' a great fin. The more contempt any fin pours upon |! f Chrift,' and the mere it derogates from him, the 1 greater that fin is. Now, what fin derogates more 
from Chrift, or pours greater contempt upon him, 
than the ncgleff and refufal of him offering himfelf to j 
us, does ? This is a fin which takes the crown off M from Chrift’s head, and throws it in the dull; it eve- I] 
ry way, and in all refpe.dfs pours great contempt upoj* him. 1. This fin vilifies and pours contempt upon the j! perfon of-Chrift. Chrift’s perfon is infinitely amiable, 1, 
and accordingly to vilify and contemn his perfon, | muft be a great fin, and contrafts great guilt, and 
this the refufal of him does ; Hence call’d a treading fl under foot the Sen of Gad, (which argues the highetl j .contempt imaginable) Hen. x. 29. Every refufal of <ij 
Chrift carries that language concerning him in it, Ifa. 
lid. 2. When we fee him, there it'no beauty in him for nx>kich we Jhould defire him ; He has neither ferm nor 
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comelinefs in him: He is a perfbn of no worth, no de- fnableaefs. O, what contempt is this to be call upon Chrift! and how much does it derogate from him ! 

2 This fin vilifies, and pours contempt upon the work, office, and undertaking of Chriit as mediator, upon all that he has done and fuffer’d; with all the riches of his grace, and his love, manifefted therein. 
Hence ’tis called, as a treading of the Son of God un- der foot, fo an accounting his blood a common and an 
unholy thing, a thing of no worth, no ulie, no value, no excellency, Heb. x 29. Great, my beloved, was the work and undertaking of Chriit, as our mediator; and great were the things which he both did and fuf- 
fered in the difchargeof that work and undertaking; great alfo was his grace" and love towards us in all, and accordingly great muft our fin and guilt be, in pouring contempt thereon, which we do by refufi :g of him : Hereby we pour contempt upon all his ads, l and all his offiaes as mediator : upon all his merits, and all his purchafes, upon all his grace and love in bleeding and dying for ns: We do hereby in efiedt 

j fay, that neither Chrtif, nor any thing which he has pur chafed, is worth accepting and embracing : That , we had rather that he had never died, never become a days-man between God and us, that he might have kept his blood to himfelf, and we will not thank him for Iheddmg of it; that we need neither him, nor any thing that is his : Hereby we do in effect fay, that the whole gofpel is a cheat, a lie, a nicer deluii- on : That Chrift is an hard mailer, and rules with ri- gour; that falvation is little worth, and the like. O, what horrid contempt of Chrilt is this! 
3. This fin plainly prefers a poor, bafe, vile lull before Chrifi, and all the glorious riches and’treafures °f Chrift. And O, what contempt of him is this ! Why do men refufe Chrift, and the offers of his love t 

Surely >tis for the fake, and from the love of fome luft or other, either the lujt of the flefh, the Inf of the eye, or the pride of life: And if fo, then by refufing of 
iim, they do really prefer this luft before him, and 

i- a 
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all the treafures of his grace and love. And thus in- U 
deed you find it to be, Matth. xxii. i. as alfo Luke i xiv. 18, 19, 20. Where Chrift offers himfelf, with all I his treafures, to poor finners, who yet flight and re- i 
fufe both him and them. And why fo ? The one hat I 1 

a farm, the other a merchandize ; aud all have fome j carnal concern to mind : Thefuna is, they have a luft . te be fatisfied; and therefore Glirilt and all the trea- fures of his love, mail be rejected : By refufing of [ Chrift, we do in effect fay, that there is more good, | 
more fweetnefs, more happinsf. in a luft, in a little ; 

carnal, worldly pleafure and advantage, than there is in Cbrtftj and all that is his. Hereby we do in ef- i 
fetft fay, that men are deceived in Chrift, that the . word of God makes a falfe report of him, that he is j 
not fuch a Saviour, nor is his falvation fo great as the | one and the other is reprefented to be. O, what 1 

contempt is this, to be caft upon Chrift! Efau (you L know) is faid to defpife his birth-right: And how? I By preferring a mejs of pottage, or a morfel of meat | 
lefore it, Gen xxv. 34. But, O, how much more do 11 w e contemn Chrift and his love, by preferring a bafe j • vile luft before him and it! Surely, greater contempt | 
of Chrift than this, can’t well be found. And how •great then muft the fin of the refuful of Chrift; be, and 1 
W much fhould we tremble at ft ? 3. Cunfider, that the neglectandrefufa! of Chrift is . 
a Sffn, which in an eminent manner darkens and oppof- | 
es the glory of-Cod, a»d reft.fts the higheft dilhonour '3 upon him of all others; and therefore a great fin: j The more any fin darkens and oppoles the glory of | 
God, the gteraer the guilt cf that fin is : for (firft) | 
the more any fin oppofes the glory of God, and re- l|. fleets djlhonour upon him, the more contrary it is to f 
the higheft good; and the more contrary any fin is. to thftftiighdt g od. the greater the guilt of it muft 
needs be. And (’iftldly) the more any fin oppoles jj 
the glory of God, dilhonour upon him, ^ the more it thwarts nSTtontraditfs the higheft end | pf nran : And the more any fin thwarts and cbntra- : 
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diifts the higheft end of man, the greater the'guUt of that fin is. Now the negledt and refufal of Chrift, is what e- tninently oppofps the glory of God, and refleft* dif- honour upon him : The reception and entertainment 
of Chrilt puts an honour upon the Father. Indeed every aft of faith honours God, Rom. iv. 20. And 
efpecially this great and fundamental aft of faith, in embracing Chriftc So on the other hand; the negleft and refulal of Chrilt, is what reflects dilho- 
nour upon God, it throws his glory in the duft; and hence ’tis that this fin is fo exceeding provoking to him, as in the fcripture ’tis reprefented to be: Parti- cularly-take here two things. j. This fin of refufing Chrift is what flights and •ontenrms all the glorious excellencies and perfedti- 
ons of God at once ; and fo can’t but call very great dilhonour upon him, and be very oppofite :o hfs 

. glory in Chrift:. My beloved all the glorious excel- lencies and perfections of God are eminently mani- fefted and difplay’d:- In him do all the glorious- 

counfels of his grace and love meet, and in refilling^ him, we defpife and pour contempt upon all In him • 
does his love eminently Ihine forth, and the fulnefs' of it reft, 1 John w. y, re- In him is juftice, rigiite- oufnefs and holinefs eminently manifeited and diV- 
play’d, RQm. Yn. 26. In him does his wifdonv yea, his manifold wifdom appear and reveal itlelf r In a word, whole God is manifefted and revealed in him, and withal tender’d to the embraces of our 
faith and love : In every offer of Chrift made to us in the gofpel, God does in effeft fay to us. What- ever lam, or can do as God, that I’ll be, to do for you, to make you happy forever: Accordingly to 
refufe Chrilt mult needs pour contempt upon all: It flights and pjpurs contempt upon the gracg of God, the wifdom of God, the power of God, the juttiee of t God, the holinefs ot God, the fulnels-and all 
ciency of God, and all tne ancient glorious cQuniell 
of his love concerning, fonls; rd refufe Chrift, is in 



*22 The Beji Match ; Or, 
effeft to fay, that the grace of God is no grace, afi 

/ leaft not worthy of oar acceptance; That his juftics I and hoiinels are not to be regarded, and that we 
value them not; that his wifdom is folly, and his i 
power weakaefs ; that his fulnefs has little in it, and | is no way able to fatisfy us, and make us happ^r; 
that a broken ciftern is as good as that fountain of Jiving waters; and hereby we downright deny his 
faithfulnefs, and put the lie upon him, i John\. 10. We do in effedt fay, that the God of truth is a liar, that his witnefs and teftimony is not to be credited, 
that his word of promife is a meer delufion, and for no other ufe, than to beguile fouls; O, what con- 
tempt, what dishonour mull all this caft upon the blefled God, and what horrible wickednefs muft it be ? 
“ To make God a liar (fays a learned naan) is an “ horrible and execrable impiety; thereby we take 
“ that from him which is moft dear and proper to i « him.” tremble, foul, tremble at the blacknefsj 
and belliJhnefs of this fin ! 

2. The fin of refufing Chrift, is what is diredlly $ eppofite to the highett defign of God fer his own | glory, and robs him of that glory which is moll dear | 
to him. What, my beloved, was the bigheit defign ] that ever God laid ;>nd carried on for his own glory ? \ 

v Verily, ’twas Chrift, and the falvation of linners by . 
Chrift; He defign’d himfelf a revenue of glory in ! ;making the world, and he does defign himfelf a re- * 
venue of glory in all he does in governing the world; * but that wherein he has defigned the higheft revenue 
of glory to himfelf is, the myftery of Chrift, and fal- vation by. Chrift ; fo much is evident from Ephef. i. 
li, 12, 14. In ‘whom (fays he, (peaking of Chrift) V.-* have obtained an inheritance, being predejlinated: jj according to the purpofe of him, v-'ho itorke.h all things ^ 
according to the counfel of his owm will, that ‘wefbould 
ke to the praifeef his gl»ry; and again, ver. 1 4. unto the traife of his fiery; The fum is this, that God's glory 1 J..J f -J • .L- j;r. and was his great end in the difpenfation of Chrift, and 

r la.y.ition by him; and alfo that in and by that 
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difpenfation he did defiga the higheft revenue ot 
glory to himfelf. For pray obferve, firft, he calls it, The praife of bis glory, the fplendor and higheft emanation of Yi\sglory. (Secondly) He repeats this defign of God to the praife of his glory; and again, to 
the praife of his glory, which notes this to be his grand defign for his glory. And again, what is that glory that is moft near to God ? Verily, ’tis the glory 
of his grace; grace is the darling attribute, and the glory of his grace is moft dear to him; Hence this has been peculiarly his defign in the whole of the Hiyftery of Chrift ; fo the fame Apoftle tells, Ephef. 
i. 6. who having before fpoken of the great myfteries of predeftination and redemption by Chrift, here in verfe 6. tells you, what was God’s great defign in all, viz. The praife of the glory of his grace j ’tis the- crowning of grace, and the enthroning of grace; which God in a peculiir manner delights in ; Now, | if the higheft delign of God for his own glory, be by ! the myftery of Chrift, and our falvation by Chrift,. and the glory of his grace be moft dear to him ; then .) ftis clear that our relufing of Chrift is moft oppofite 
to the highefi Jefign that God ever carry’d on for his i own glory, and robs him of that glory which is moft: dear to him; for alas ! This is in effedf to fay, Tht<t God has laid out no grace upon fmners in the difpen- 
fation of Chrift, and that he deferves no glory upon : the account of that difpenfation; this is in efEtdf to- tell him, that neither his Chrift, nor his grace in 
him, is worth minding, worth receiving ; and that we are no ways beholden to him for the one, or the other. And O, what difhonour muft this reflect upon God, and how darkning to his glory! And accor- dingly, foul, let thee and I tremble at it, and at the 
blacknefs and horridnefs of that fin that has fuch a dreadful effedt. 4. Confider, that the negledf and refufal of Chrift,. is a fin which diredily and immediately murders the 
foul, and damns it eternally, and therefore muft: 
needs be a great fin ; that fin. that does moft diredtly 
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ternally, mull needs be a great fin, and (hould be 1 

greatly dreaded by us. And what fm is it that does this, but our neglect and refufal of Chrift l And, 
foul, that thou mayft be the more deeply convinced I 
of this, ferioufly weigh the following propofitions. Firft; That the negleft and refufal of Chrift is a 
fin which rejedts the only remedy of finful fouls. Poor j finners are in themfelves dead, loft, undone, and ! 
periftiing for ever ; they are fick, and fick to death ; they are fxnful and finful to damnation; and there is one, and but one remedy for them, and that’s ' Chrift; Chrift and his blood, Chrift and his grace, Chrift and his fulnefs ; befides this, Tbtre is nt balm in CHeady no phyfician there f»r them; neither is there 

falvation in any other, Afts iv. 14. Therefore by re- fufing and rejedting him, they refufe and rejedt the only remedy : He indeed is a complete, as well as an j; 
only remedy ; he is able, and as willing as he is ablem i1 to fave to the very uttermoji, as the feripture tells us,j.* ^ 
But they by rejedling of him, exclude themfelves from f 
his faving efficacy, and; fo thereby do diredtly murder their own fouls. 

2. That the negledt and refufal of Chrift is a fin which binds all a man’s other finsfaft to him. ’Iis a great and weighty faying, which a worthy divine has ; •’ Unbelief (fays he) which is properly the ne- (j gledt and refufal of Chrift) binds all a man’s fins faft to his foul, and damnation faft to his fins.” ’Tis in* deed the bond of all our guilt and all our mifery ; . that which makes the curfe cleave clofe to us for ever; | and while a man remains in this fin, ’tis tmpoflibJe | 1 

that he fhould be acquitted and difeharged from the jj r guilt of any one of all his fins. ’ t is (1 remember). | Au.Jiin'% obfervation upon that place, John xvi. 8, 9. 
Where Chrift tells us, That his Spirit /ball convince the ’world of Jits, btcaufe they believe not its him; “ Chrift (fays he) inftances in the fiu of infidelity in Jr1 

a fpecial manner, becaufe that fin remaining, ail our j other fins remain ; but thaj. being taken away, ail j 
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ithers are forgiven.” Faith (as one of the ancients :xpre(Tes it) deitt omniapeccata blots out all fins; but 

unbelief that binds all fall upon us : Hence that word of Chrift, If ye believe not, ye Jhall die in your fins, i. e. your fins {hall cleave clofe to you to the very death, John viii. 34. This will be further evident in the next 
propofition. Therefore, 3. That though all fin be killing and damning, yet no fin fliall ever damn or deftroy us, unlefs we add 
thereunto the fin of negleft or refufal of Chrift ; ’Tis true, every fin is damning ; fin within, fin without; The wages f fin is death, Rom. vi. lajl. And the apo- ftle tells us, There is a juft recotnpence of reward due to every tranfgrejjion and difobedience, Heb. i. 2. But 
though every fin be damning, yet whatever a man’s fins are, though never fo many, never fo great, they 
fhall, they can never damn him, in cafe he receiver and embraces Chrift : Nor indeed can any of all a 
pnan’s fins be fiiid to be the immediate caufe of his damnation, but his refufing of Chrift. Indeed, under the law the immediate caufe of man’s perilhing was a .fin in general ; But under the gofpel, the only imme- 
tliate caufe of men’s perifhing, is the rejection of ,Chrift and his grace through unbelief: So much Chrift himfelf tells us, in that known place, John iii, 18. He that beUeveth on the Son, i/ not condemned; but he that believeth not, is condemned already, becaufe he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son 
of God : He that believeth on Chrift, is not condemned: And why fo ? Is it becaufe he has no fins to condemn him ? No, but becaufe believing on Chrift, all his fins are done away; but he that believeth not on him, is 
condemned already : And why ? Is it becaufe he is a dinner in general, or becaufe his fins are many, and ’ great fins i No, but becaufe he hath not believed on the ■name of the only begotten Son of God. The film of all is this : The immediate caufe of man’s condemnation, is 

I'/iot this fin, or that fin, but their refufing of Chrift tby unbelief: Hence you have it fo frequently up and 
down the gofpel; He that believeth, Jhall be fived t 
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He that helieveth net, /hall be damned, and the like. L Weli then, if our refufmg, of Chrift be the reje&ing t 
of the only remedy of fmful fouls ; if it be what binds j. all a man’s fms fall upon him ; and if none of all a man’s |: other fins, though many and great, Ihould or could k 
never damn him, were not this fin of refufing Chrift L added to the in ; then certainly this is that fin which does moft diredtiy and immediately murder the foul: O, how great a fin then does this fpeak it to be f , 
murder is a great fin, an iniquity to.be puniftied by L 
the judge; nor do we look upon a murderer fit to jj. live; but no murder like to a foul murder, nor flioull- (h 
we fuffer this foul murderer to live one moment. j:. 

5. Confider, that the negledt and refufal of Chrift, , is a fin which argues you to be really in love withj. j: 
your fins, which truly and indeed chu.es d.-ath rather j than life, loves darknefs more than light, and which 1 
leaves you without the ieaft colour of excuie or room of appeal for ever : And O, what a black and horrid«. fin muft this then be 1 a little of each. 

1. This fin of regleSing and refilling Chrift, is fl, what really argues you to be in love with your finsi»|:> and to have flight thoughts of the n : For men to adfeSIr 
fin, is bad ; but to have flight thoughts of fin, andJIL to be in love with it, is much Worfe. sin being againift,, ' , 
8n infinite good, even infinitely contrary to the blef-C;L fed God, has in a fort an infinite evil in it; and to | , 
be in love with that which has an infinite evil in it, J , O, how dreadful a thing is this 1 yet this your refu-Jffl 
fal of Chrift carries in it: For pray mark, had not you flight thoughts of fin, you would not refufe the 11 
pardon of fra when offered you, but would account it worthy of a'! acceptation; and were you not in 1; 
love with your fins ; yea, greatly in love with them,||j you would not chufe and defire to continue in your^fi ] fins; much lefs would you refufe and rejedf fo great a | 
good, as Chrift is, for the fake of your fins. Should a M s condemned malefa&or refufe the king’s free pardon, $ would not this argue him to have flight thoughts of a death, yea, to be ia love with it, and prefer it before-8 j 
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life ? As clearly does your refufing of Chrift argue you to have flight thoughts of fin, and to be in love with 
t; O, were you not in love with your fins, you would be glad of a difcharge and deliverance frona them, jland would with all readinefs and joyfulnefs embrace 
it, when freely offered to you, as in Chrift it is. 

2. This fin of refufing Chrift, is what truly and indeed fpeaks you to love darknefs more than light, and to ciiufe death rather than life : ’Tis what pre- fers fin and death before Chrift and life, and grace ; O what a black fin then muft it be ! This Chrift him- felf affects concerning it, and that as an high aggra- 
vation of it, and what makes it doubly damning, Jchn iii. 19. This is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the •world, and men love darknefs rather than ight. Chiift and the good things of Chrift; are here :al!ed light; on the other hand, fin and death, fin Jind the miferies that attend it, are called darVnefs : tocw (fays Chrift) men by unbelief, and refufing of me, do declare, that they love this darknefs before 
t|his light : Men by refufing of me,-do in effedt. love, chufe, prefer fin, and death, and darknefs before 
me, and my grace, me and that eternal life which ( would-give them: O, what a fin is this ! Chrift may ruly fay to finners, as Mefes to them of old, Deut. *xx. 19. 1 call heaven and earth to record this day, 'that 1 have Jet before you life and death, blejfwg and cutftng, therefore phufe life, that ye may live. Now, 'or them to chufe death, and rejed life; to chufe. 
the curfe and rejcd the blefling: This is a dreadful in indeed and the more dreadful: On the one hand, 
oecaufe the light is fo lovely and amiable, and he other hand, the darknefs is fo hideous and ter- ible ; as alfb becaufe the obligations which ly upon is to love, ehuf'e, and prefer the fight before Jark- 
iefs. are fo weighty and forcible ; for Chrift earneft- f defires it, he gracioufly counfels it, he ftri&ly [ommands it, and no lefs than a whole eternity of lorious and unspeakable bappinefs depends upon it. 

* think of chele things! 
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. This fin of refufing Chrift, is a fin which leaves 

you without the leaft colour or excufc, or room of appeal for ever; which muft argue it to be a great fin indeed. Firft, it leaves you without the leaft colour of excufe; without the leaft colour of excufe 
for fin, and without the leaft colour of excufe why you fliould not die for fin : This Chrift bimfelf is ex- prefs in, John xv. 22. If 1 had not come, andfpoken 
to them, they had not had fn ; but now they lave no cloak for their fn : If 1 had not come and f{token to them, (viz. in the gofpel) revealed my Father’s will, 
and ordering myielf and my grace to them; They had not had ftn, i. e. not fo great fin: But now they 
have no cloak, no excufe for their fn. Now they have no pretence to make, nothing wherewith to colour or extenuate their fin. The negleitand refufal of Chrift, 
leaves men altogether inexcufable, and it will do fo, m tobefure, in the laft day: O, when God, in the day I; 
of his righteous judgment, {hall demand of men that have lived under the gofpel, why they fin, and have finned ? Why they are found in their fins ? And 
being found in their fins, why they would not die forever.’ What will they have to fay, by way of excufe or apology for themfelves ? Verily, nothing j 
but will be fpcechlefs, as he is faid to be, Matth xxii. 
12. They can't lay they were not warned of the evil of fin ; they can’t fay that pardon and falvation 1 
were not offered to them ; they can’t fay that the offer %vas not full, and free, and clear; they can’t 
fay, they had to do with an hard mafter; nor can they fay, that lia is not worthy of death; they will have nothing to fay. Secondly, It leaves you with- | 
out the leaft room or place of appeTl for ever. I may fay here, as it is faid in another cafe, 1 Sam. ii. 2J. If one man fin againft Pother, the judge (hall judge 
him ; but if a man ftn againji the Lord who Jhall in- 
treat for him ? So if a man fin agaiuft the law, by tranfgreffmg of it, he may appeal to the gofpel, and 
the grace of Chrift there : but if a man fin againft Chi itt and his grace offered in the gofpel, where theft 



the SouPs Efpmfiii /a CHRIST. 12^ 
{hall he appeal ? Verily, there is no appeal to be made, no relief to be found for him. If a man be condemned at the feat of juftice, as having finned 
again ft the law, he may appeal unto the mercy-teac, and the throne of grace, and find fweet relief; but if he 
fin againft the mercy-feat, and the throne of grace, then he has nothing to appeal to, that may admini- fter relief to him. Now by refufing of Chrift, we fm 
againft the throne of grace ; we pull down what in us lies, the mercy-feat; and where then {hall we ap- 
peal ? O, coniider thefe things, and learn by them to dread this fin of refufing Chrift. 1 might fay much more to convince.you of the hainous evil of it; biit let this fuffice : Sure l am ’tis enough too; and had 
we the due lenfe of it upon our fj irits, it would make us tremble at it for ever. 

111. Wculdft thou indeed be efpoufed to Chrift? 
'Then give not way to the difcouragement «f fenfe, | 'but bear up thy foul upon the encouragements of M faith, upon fuch gofpel principles and conliderati^JH »|Ons, as do tend to draw finners to faith in Chi iftlljS 
Poflibly, upon reading and confide ring the woful ‘mifery of thy condition without Chrilt, and the dread- ful hainoufnel's of thy fin and guilt, in thy long and 
Trequent refufing of him, diicouragements not a few may arife within ; and indeed no fooner ofually does a poor foul look towards Chrift, to think of doling with him in a marriage-covenant, but prefently mul- 
titudes of difcouragevnents arife to deter him there- from. O, fays he, what a monftroirs {inner am 1 ! How have I delpued Chrift and his grace ! How long 
have 1 ftood it out aginft him ! 1 have feived my dulls all my days, and rejedled his calls. To what 
.purpofe do i row talk of doling with him ? Theft?, 
land multitudes of fuch like di couragements do arile an the foul; which being given way to, do eftdftnutly 
Steep him from Chrift ; But if ever, foul, thou woufoit ijmain union and communion with him, thou muft •(hut thine eyes andJieart too agamft all difeoura^e- 

Mmonts of this nature; and tho' they prsfi it u .ou * 



13® Th« Beji Match ; Or, 
thee again and again, yet thurft them out, fixing 1 

thine eye and heart upon the encouragements of : jfaith ; dwell much in the thoughts of them, and 1 
bear up thy foul upon fueh gofpel principles and con- fiderations as do tend to weaken unbelief, and beget ' faith in the foul: And for thy help herein, 1 lhall 1 

mention feme of thefe encouragements of faith, or 
gofpel-principles, which 1 would have thee to be fe- 1 

rious and frequent in the contemplation of. 
i. The firft gofpel-principle, or encouragement of i| faith, which thou fhouldelt bear up thy foul upon, (i 

and be frequent in the contemplation of, is this, that j there’s a rich, a glorious, and an overflowing fulnefs i r 
of all good trealured up in Chrift for poor finners ; ! I and that his grace does abundantly exceed both our ' wants and fins. ’ Fis the work and nature of unbe- I lief, to little and limit thp fulnefs of Chrift in the eye jy of the foul; it Ihews the foul the multiu*d« of his J 

fcfins, and wants, but it conceals and locks up Chrift s ; treafure and fnlnefs : Apd, whateyep-weipretend, the:^ 
ground of our not clofing with Cfrift, at leaft ore |;| jiffinciple one is this, that we doubt of his fulnefs, we :!|j 
do not fee enough in Chrift to fupply all our warts, if f j)nd relieve our diftrefles : Unbelief perfuaded us that j 
Chrift is not the Chrift the feriptnre reprefents him tq S be. But, foul, away viih all fuch appreherfions, 1 and dwell thou in the contemplation of Chrill’s infi- | nite fulnefs : Look to him as one infinitely able to flip- | ply thy *ants, to pardon thy fins, to heal thy mala- | 
dies, to iubdue thy lulls, to iar.tfily thy heart, and to fave thy ioul-eternally; look upon him, as the j 
feripture repreients him ; the feripture tel's thee, <| | 
T6c.'t it plea-ed the father, that in him Jhould allful- i | rujj dwell. Col. i. 19. All fulnefs of giace and life, j| all fulrefs of peace ai d paidop, all fuIre s of righ- | 
tcoofpefs and falvaticn; T here is in Chi ill, rot only a fulnefs of abundance, but of redundance, 
and overflowing iulnels, a fulneis infinitely infer j abounding our lins and wants. The feripture tells !| us, That he is able to Jaie ur.te the very vtteimcj}, J 

4 ti tkai come unto Cod by him, Hcb. vii. 25. have, I 
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I able to fave, and fave to the uttermoiT;! and j| that not one or two, but all that come unto God by 
I Shim; The fctipture fpeaks of Ghriil’s unfearchable 

1 riches, Kphef. iii. 8. The ocean, of his grace is not to be founded by the longed line of the larged created . Tinderftanding. Paul experienced the fuper abound- , ling fulnefs of grace, and has left it upon record for our encohragement; t Tim. i. 14. The grace of o-ir 
Lord was exceeding abundant: it was more than enough. II found more grace in Chrift (as one exprefles itj than I knew what to do with all : And yet, what was this 
Paul ? Himfelf tells you in the veri'e before and after, hr was a a hlafphemer, a perfecutor, and the chief cf. y/innerj; a man every way of as many fms and wants** 
as thou art. Accordingly view him, and bear up thy font in the face of all difcourugements. Reulbn thus with thyfelf; True, my condition is fad, my wants ■ are exceeding many, and my fins exceeding great. But ■what then ? Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no 
phjfcian there ? Is not Chrid able to fave me, and that to the utmod, notwithftanding all ? Look, O, my foul, yonder is fweet Jefus upon the throne, at 
his Father’s right hand, full of grace and truth; look upon him, and confider: What are all thy 
wants to his riches and fulnefs ? What are all thy mi- 
feries and diftrefles to his bowels of mercy ? What are all thy fins to the merit of his blood ? Thy provoca- tions to his famdification ? Were thy wants mure and 
greater than they are, his fulnefs could fuppiy them all; were thy fins greater and more hainous than they 
are, his blood could c'eanfe thee from all; The blood of Jefus Chrijl cleanfeth from all fin, 1 John i. 7. There is infinitely more w’orth in his merits to pardon and juffify thee, and there is evil in thy fins to damn and deftroy thee: True, I have a fountain of fin, and 

’ guilt*, and death in me : But here is a deeper foun- tain of grace, and life, and righteoufnefs in htm. See, O my foul, fee how vaft and large his trealuresof 
grace and glory are, and bear up thyfelf upon them. Oj, did finners dwell more in the view of the glorious 

M 2 
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fuhtffs of Chrift, they would be more in love with 
him ; and hereby would counter work and undermine unbelief in one of its greateft artilices, whereby it 
keeps fouls from him. 1 (hall here, for thy encou- ragement only, fubjoin the faying of a worthy di- 
vine : “ Chrift, (fttysshe) can,' and it becometh him well to give more than my narrow foul can conceive, 
if there were ten thoufand thoufand millions of worlds, and as many heavens fall of men and angels, Chrift would not be pinched to fupply their wants, 
•and to fill them all. Chrift is a well of life; but who knoweth how deep it is to the bottom ? 

2. The fecond gofpel principle or encouragement 
of faith which thou fhouldeft bear up thy foul upon, and ,be frequent in the contemplation of, is this; That as there are fuch a glorious and inexhauftibte fulnefs in Chrift; fo this fulnefs is in him, not for 
himfelf, but to be difpenfed and communicated to poor fools coming to him. True (may the foul fay)| here’s fulnefs enough, riches and treafures enough of all good in Chrift: But what’s this to me, or 
wherein does it concern me ? Wherein does it concern 
thee i1 Why, ’tis wholly thy concern, and the con- cern of fuch as thou art; for whatever fulnefs he has in him, ’tis treafured up in him for fouls, for Tinners, 
yea, for the worft of flamers, How fweet is that word, 
Pfal. Ixviii. 18. where fpeaking of Chrift, the Holy 
c/tjoft tells us, That he had received gifts for men : he hath received gifts, i. e. He has a f ulnefs of all good - in his hand, and at his difpofe, and this for men ; I, 
but I am a devil, (fays the foul) a rebel, and what’s this to me ? Obferve what follows, and thou wilt find 
it concerns thee, yea thee efpecially ) He hath receiv- 
ed gifts for wen; yea, for the rebellious alfo. Hence «!fo ’tis, that he is faid to be made head over all things to the church, Eph- i. 2 2. He has all fulnefs dwelling 
in him, but ’tis an head, and fo ’tis all for the ufe and fervice of the body, for every poor foul that comes to 
him ; and therefore ’tis added, Head over all things 
to the Church; i. e. For the churches ufe and fervioe* 
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of which he is head. Take a view of all that fulnefs 
that is in Chrift, and ’tis all as much and as re-ally for the ufe and fervice of fuch as come to him, and arc made members of his body, as the treafures and en- 
dowments of the natural head are for the ul'e and fer- vice of the natural body, and the members thereof. And O, what an encouragement is this to faith ? ’ Tis the obfervation of a learned man upon the place laft 
quoted ; “ Left (fays he) we (houtd think this great glory of Chrift to bea thing that does not concern us, he is here declared to be couftituted and appointed by 
the Father to be the headof the whole church.” Well 
then, foul, bear upthyfelf upon this encouragement; fay, look, O my foul, look untofweet Jefus, who have received gifts for men; view him as one that 
has received a fulnefs of all grace from the Father, 
on purpofe to be difpenfed and communicated to thee, and focb as thou art. He has life in him, and > he has it for thee ; he has peace and pardyn in him, f and he has it for thee; he has wifdom and r ighceouf- nefs, grace and glory in him, and he has it for thee,. 

( and fuch as thou art; and therefore go to him, zz* • peft all from him. 3. The third gofpel-principle or encouragement 
of faith, which thou fhouldeft bear up thy fou> upon, and dwell much in the contemplation of, is this; 
that there is a perfetft freedom and vvillingnets in 
Chrift, yea, ’tis even genuine and natural to him to bellow htmfdf, with all his glorious riches and ful- nefs, upon poor fouls coming to him. Chrift (as you heard) has-all this fulnefs in him as an head; lo you 
have it e*prefly, Col i. 18, 19. Now, as’tis genuine and natural to the head to miuifter influence to the ‘ 
members; fo’tis even genuine and natural to Chrilt to communicate his grace to poor fouls-. Kcfides all that fulnefs that is in Chrtft, ’tis in him not as God 
only, but as man. ’ fis depoiited and trs ifared up 1 in his human nature: It plea fed the Father, that in ■him-Jhmtid all fulnefs dwell. Col. i. t 9- “ In him, i. e. 1 (as a learned m m expounds it) in the maa CUrift, -or lYL 3 
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in that human nature in which he died and tranfac- | ted the bufinefs of our falvation.” ’ Tis true, the >' ■Godhead or divine nature, is the firftfpring and foun- {■ 

- tain of all grace ; but the human nature of Chritl is, t as it were, a fecond fpring and fountain of grace, |. that is, a treafury or ftorehoufe, wherein all grace : is laid up for us. Hence ’tis faid, That as the Fathsr 
hath life in himfelf, fo he hath given to the Son to have I life in himfelf, bccaufe he is the Son of man, John v. i, 
26, 27. Ghrift as God, hath life, i. e. all grace ori- [j ginally and independently in him, as the Father hath: j 
Indeed as God, he is the fame infinite and indepen- 
dent fountain of life and grace with the Father : But I 
’tis as man that he is faid to have life and grace given L.I to him. The Aim then is, that, that glorious fulnefs >! 
of grace that is in Chrift for finners, is fountain’d up |i in his human nature. And being fountain'd up in ii his human nature, it will, and can’t but flow, yea^fo overflow too, upon poor fouls that caft themfelvetaij 
upon him. The truth is, ’tis to charge Chrift witnM \ unkimlnefs and unfaithfulnefs both at once, to iup^HJ 

I pofe him unwilling to communicate himfelf and his i fulnefs to flnners coming to him. And, foul, canftjjlj thou find in thy heart to lay fo black a charge upon foujl . fweet and good a Chrift ? ’ fis the way and work ofSl 
the devil and unbelief, to perfuade fouls, that Chniftf I will not receive them, nor communicate his grace and*|l 
fulnefs to them, though they Ihould come to him ; il| 
which they endeavour to do, from the confukratlonS of his greatnefs and holinefs, together with their vile* ! nefs and_ An fulnefs. Chrift, fay they, is choice and || 
peculiar in his love and rtfpefts, as great perfons ufe l| to lie ; he will kno w his diifance, and he will make ’{j 
ftoners know theirs ; but, foul, deal with this, as '| from the devil and unbelief; rejedl it as a reproach j thrown upon Chrift, and dwell much in the contem* I plation of his infinite willingnefs to receive and five 
the worll of An nets that come to him. Reafon it a | If tie with thyfelf-, Why did he become incarnate? || 
Why did he bleed and die ? Why does he woo, and | 
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wait, and offer, and call, and ftrive with poor finners to win them to himfelf ? Does it not all argue a wil- 
lingnefs and readinefs in him to give forth, both hira- felf and his fulncfs to them ? 

4. The fourth gofpel principle, or encouragement of faith, which thou Ihouldft bear up thy foul upon, and dwell much in the contemplation of, is this; that the only fpring and principle of all that ever Chrifl xloes for poor iinners, from firft to laft, is from his own fovereign grace and love. ’Twas his love that 
brought him down from heaven, and that led him him out to bleed and die for them. Hence Ephof. v. 
25. he is faid to love his church, and give himfelf for it. ’Tis his love, his free love, that firft draws them to himfelf, and allures them into covenant with him : / have loved thee ’with an everlajhng love; therefore with loving kindnefs have /drawn thee, Jer. xxxi. 3. It is his love that receives them, that pardons them, that 
beftows life and falvation upon them. Hence all is . faid to be of grace, even the whole of our falvaliongj \Eph. \\. 8. Hence he is reprefented to us as fitting .upon a throne of grace, and there ’tis that he invites .us to come to him, and from thence gives out all to us, Heb. ir. 16. and therefore to that tlirone we, though finners, may come boldly: He is upon a 
throne ; and therefore we may affure ourfelves that he will do great things for finners coming to him : He will aft like a king, pardon like a king, fave like a king; do all with kingly greatnefs and magnificence. 

. And it is a throne of grace, a throne that reigns grace, a throne whereon grace fits in imperial majeity, and decrees all for poor finners coming to it; and lb does all freely, all in a way of fovereign grace and love : 
Hence that language, 1 will have mercy, becaufe I will have mercy ; 1 will pardon, becaefe I will pardon ; 1 will fave, becaufe 1 will fave. Now, what an encou- 
ragement is this to faith ; and how if rightly weigh- ed and confidered, would it dafli all the pleas of un- 
belief to pieces, and fweetly draw the foul on to a 
clofe with Chrift in a marriage covenant i For pray 
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confi Jsr, what is the nature of a fovereign grace and i i 
love ? The nature of it, is to aft from itfelf to itfelf, Ik without any confiJeration of any thing in us, with- 
out refpefting either the warthinefs, or the unwor- | thinefs of the creature at all. The nature of it is 
fuch, that ’tis neither conftrained to, nor reftrained |. from doing good to fouls, by any thing either of good ll 
or evil in them ; but all runs freely: And therefore || 
no matter what 1 am, though never fo vile and l. Wretched in myfeif, while I have to do with fuch love; I 
and fuch love is the fpring of all Chrift’s dealings ij 
with me, and carriages towards me. 5. The fifth gofpel principle, or encouragement of ■ 
faith, which thou (houldft bear up thyfelf upon, and 
dwell much in the contemplation of, is this: That : the great deugn of Chrift in all his undertaking for, 
and difpenfatioti towards finners, is the illuftrating j and enthroning of his own grace ; and the more vile, 
finful, and forlorn a wretch thou art, the more will l his grace be enthroned and illuftrated in thine accep- i tancc with him. Chrift in his dealings with, and I for finners, does not only aft from a principle of fo- I vereign grace, but in all he carries ou a defign to en- |j throne that grace of his and to make it glorious for l ever ; yea, and he afts, and will aft fukably to fuch jj 
a defign. ’ Tis not what fuch and fuch timers do, or do not defirve, {fays Chrift) that 1 am to mind,. | 
but what my grace can do for them, and what will j make moft for the glory of that grace, which will fet the brighteft-crown upon its head: This is evi- dent, EpheJ. i. 6, 12, 14 which was opened before upon another occafion ; hence thofe whom he faves, 
in fuch a way, as may moft lift up his own grace, Iris defign therein being that grace might reign, as you 
have it, Rem. v. 21. Hence you read of his jttfti/yiHg the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. He will-have his grace triumph, on every foul whom he faves. .Now what an encou - ,J 
ragement is this-to faith ? Chrift not only fits upon a throne of grace, but alfo his defign in dealing With 
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2 Cor viii ace uPon throne. Sinner, the 1 ’ ‘ , 2?hl thou art, the more fuitable . . y alio are his el r r , it is ^ -aufe they do 1 10 ^ave t”ee > *or' the more finful ant »caufe^e , ‘‘ft’ t^e greater name and glory- 

will his grac^^ ^ thine aeceptation andfalvation by 
him : The m jn tjfe and fiaful thou art, the greater will be the dech. (.ion of grace on Chrid’s part in thine acceptance and^..ivatioa. O, when GhrliV(hall pardon 
a foul fo guiltyrfeceive a foul fo Gnful, reconcile a foul that is fuch an enemy as thou art; how will this declare 
the glorious riches of his grace, in the view both of men and angels ? This \i\Wfhewforth the exceeding riches of bis grace, as the expreffion is, Et>hef. ii. 7. ^nd the more vile and finful thou art, the greater will be the admiration of grace for ever on thy part: W here much is forgiven, there will be the return of muchlove, much, 
praife, Luke vii. 47. O, who am I (fays the foul, when once received to mercy, though more than ordinary 
Vile and finful) who am 1, that I fhould find grace in thrift’s fight ? What, fuch a rebel, and yet pardon*' ed ? Such an enemy, and yet reconciled ? Such a black devil, and yet Waih’d, and made white in the blood1 

of the Lamb? Such a fiend of hell, and yet made a favourite of heaven ? Such a filthy deformed wretch,- and yet taken into the pure and lovely bofo.n of fweet 
Jefus ? O grace, grace ! How rich and free is grace ? 
and O what praife and Hallelujahs will there be tuned upon the tongues and fpirits of fuch to God and the 
Lamb for ever? When therefore thou vvouldft go to thrift, and difcouragements arife to keep thee bade 
from him, thou fhouldft dwell in the thoughts of, and bear up thy foul upon this confidcration, reafon- ingthus with thyfelf; True, I am a vile wretch, the chief of finners, one on all arcounts worthy to be ab- horred, and caft off by Chrift : But what then ? Chrift 

' a<3s towards finners, purely from a principle of grace and love ; he regards neither worthinefs, r.or un- 
worthinefs ; whether a great finner or a little finner,- 'tis all one to him, as to his accepting of me. Morev 
over, his defign is to crown his grace, and render 
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that glorious ; and the more from itfelf to itfelforcl that defign of his, Will take in thing in us, witlandtj falvation : How vile therefore fefs, or the unHI caftll 
myfelf upon him, and put in for ahe nature o'ith him.ij 

6. The fixth g )fpel-principle, a, nor ruragementil of faith, which thou fhouldtl bearg eithiyfelf upon,|J. and dwell much in the contempla An of, is this : :| 
That is the glory and perfe&ion ofWmrt, as medi-j,j ator, to receive fianers, and to give o*it himfelf ar;di| 
his fulnefs to them, when they come to him. I'his,|J 
if rightly weighed, will mightily help oa faith, and |J lift the poor foul over his difcouragemeats, into the || 
bofom and tiubraces of Jefus Chrilf. To underdand l it aright, you mull know, that Chrid has a two fold Ij 
glory and perfedtion ; the glory and perfection of his n perfon, as he is the Sop of God ; and the glory and U perfeftion of his office, as he is mediator and head of b the fecnnJ covenant. The glory and perfection of n his perfon as the Son of God, that is infinitely com-11 'p’ete and full, that admits neither of diminution nor ‘H 
augmentation, being unchangeably the fame for ewer, u Bat the glory and perfection of his ofn e, as media- jj tor, that in a great meafure arifes from his receiving l 
finners, and bellowing himfelf and his grace upon | 
them when they come to hi m ; and the more fin- 1 ners he receives, and the more grace he gives out j| 
to them, the greater his glory and perfection in this 1 

refpcCt is : And it may be truly faid, that Chritl, in receiving and giving out grace to finners^ when they 
come to him, does increafe the revenue of his own glory, and more and more complete and perfeCt him- 
felf as head and mediator ; hence the church is called . 
his fulnefs, Eph. i. 3, . God gave kirn 1* be head over all things to the church, -which is his body, the fulnefs j of.him that filleth all in all. Now, if the church is ChrilVs fulnefs, then the more that is filled and com- I pleated by his receiving finners to himfelf, and giving out grace to them; the more full and complete he himfelf, as to his mediatory honour and perfection, grows: Hence alfo faints are faid to be the glory of I 
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• Chrijl, 2 Cor. viii. 23. As Chrift alone is their glorjv f fo they alfo are his glory : And how his glory ? Not :s only becaufe they do, or fhould actually glorify him» but alfo becaufe he has received them, and laid out 
his grace upon them, and it is his grace only that 1 {bines forth in them. Hence that obfervation of Calvin upon the place, “ They (fays he) that ex- 
cel moft in grace and holinefs, they peculiarly are the 1 glory of Chrift ; becaufe they have nothing but by ; iree gift from Chrift.” Hence alfo Chrilt tells us, ■ that he is glorified in them, John xviii. 10. And he fays exprefly, That thefpirit Jhallglorify him, heeaufe ‘ he Jhall receive of his and give it unto us, John xvi. 14. By all which it appears, that ’tis the glory and 1 perftdion of Chrift as mediator, to receive flnners • ^coming to him, and to beftow himfelf and his grace upon them. In fhort, my beloved, all that ever Chrift has done for. and is made of God to poor fm- 

all his a£ts, and all his offices, as mediator, do receive their ultimate perfection in their full influ-' icncet on u§ and our lalvation. And as Chrift re- 
ceives his name and denomination of a Saviour, from his relation to, and aCting for poor Timers to redeem ■ and fave them; fo the perfection of this office, and 
thole aCts of his, do ly in the full accomplilhment of 
our falvation : And indeed, they would all be but vain and weak aCts. Ihould hs not fully fave us com- ing to him. O w hat encouiagement is here to faith, 
and how muft unbelief fink ai d die before this con- 
fideration, if rightly improved 1 True, (may the foul fay) j| am vile, finful, and unworthy, but’tis the ho- 1 tuour of Chrift, to receive me ; ’tis his glory to be- llow himklf and his grace upon me ; ‘tis his perlec- 1 tion, as a mediator, to accept and fave me, and fuch as I am ; and therefore why fliould I be difeourag- 

; . ;ed ? 1 will go to him, and call myfelf upon him. ■ Thus bear up your fouls upon, and encourage your 
feith with thole gofpel-pi incipies, w hich is greatly ’flecefary, and w-ill not a little conduce to an eipouial 
betv.eeu Cinift and you. 
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IV. Wcnldft thou indeed be efpoufed to Chrilbl i Then take heed of all jealoufies ofl( hirajt 

dices againft him ; and he fare f.erer'. mfettaia 
right thoughts of him. One <&&& a : Satan, and one of the rood curfdd wdrliihgslof mi* I belief, is to prejudice fouls againS Chrift, and to fill them with hard, jealous thoughts of. him ; which i 
if they can prevail in, they infallibly keep the foul 
from clofing with him in a marriage-covenant. If a woman has jealoulies and . hard thoughts of a man, and be filled with prejudices agaiiillhim, fhe is never 
like to enter into a marriage-covenant with him. And I 
no more will a foul clofe with Chrill in a marriagq I covenant, as tong as he is filled with hard thoughts | of him, and prejudices againft him: Watch there*j fore againft this. The devil together with the un-J 
belief of our own hearts, will frame up a thoufand | ftrange notions and reprefentations of Chrift in theJj foul, thereby to prejudice us againft Chrift; but take! 
heed of all tbefe, and be furc to maintain righti thoughts and apprehenlions of him. particularly^ 
here take only two things. i. Be fure to maintain honourable thoughts of his.j 
perfon : Look upon him as a peribn of glory, and as t having all excellencies in him. ’Fis the work and { 
nature of unbelief to darken and obfeure the Perfon j of Chrift, to make that appear vile and contemptibler | 
in the eye of the foul, whereby it does efFetftualiy < ftrengthen itfelf within him ; and indeed there is no- 
thing more prevalent to keep the foul from/Lhrift ) than an ignorance of, or prejudice againft hiS perfo- || 
cal vrorth and excellencies. This was that which c make the Jewi fo generally rejr<5t him : They farjj no f 
beauty in him far -n h'nh they Jkoitld defire him, nor did | they difeern form or covilinefs in him: and therefore l rtjed him, Ifa. liii. i, 2. -They look'd no further | 
than the outward form, the veil of his flefh; tl ey | faw not his divine beauty and glory, ar.d !o defpired. 
him. And, my hdoyed, vnlefs we ici k within this, veil, and come to view and contemplate himas aper-.; foa of glory, wre aifo fhall rejedl him to our eternal 



H 
P- 4

 
s Efpaufal to CHRIST. 141 

perdition. Pray obferve, ’tis the perfon ef Chrift that puts worth and virtue in all his doings, and all his-Huffiy'ings; all his offices, and all his prorwifes : 
!T'*s the worth and excellency of his perfon that make his blood fo precious; -bis promifes fo fweet, .his righ- 
teoufnels fo glorious, his grace fo efficacious, his low 
fo endearing : ’Tis the worth and excellency ef his perfon, that gives authority to all the commands of faith, and does awe the heart obedience; and ’tis 
the worth and excellency of his perfon that is one of the moft powerful attradives todraw and allure the 
hearts of the fons of men to him; if therefore his 

x perfon be undervalued, if the dignity and glory of that be not feen, we are never like to enter into a marriage-covenant with him. Therefore, foul, if ever thou wouldeft be elpoufed to this Chrift, always maintain honourable thoughts of his perfon.; Behold : his glory, as the glory of the only begotten of the Father^ and beg him more and more to reveal his perlbnal 
worth, and excellencies to thee. 

2. Be fure always to mantain good thoughts of his ways, kingdom and government: admit not of orejealoufy of Chrift, as if he were an hard, fevere hi.fband ; as if he carried it with rigour, and feveri* 
ty towards his fpoules : If the devil and unbelief fail in their other attempts, then they endeavour to pre- 
judice fouls again ft Chrift, perfuadiug them that he is an hard mailer, an auftere hu&and, that rules with 
intolerable rigour and feverity: I know, fays he in the gofpel, that thou ‘waf an an fere man, Matth. xxv. 24. And hereby the foul is feared off from Ciirift, Bi t, foul, as ever thou wouldft be efpoufed to him, 
take heed of any fuch jealoufy of him, or prejudice agatnil him, keeping up good thoughts of him and his ways; him and his government; and be much ia 

icontemplating the fweetnels both of him and his ways. :ls he fevere ? Pray where lies his feverity? Does h* ca!) you to bear his yoke ? He does, but ’tis an eaiy 
> yoke : Does he enjoin you to bear his burden ? 'He I 4ces, but’tis a light burden; My yoke i< .atif 
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my burden is light, Matth. xi/30. ,Does he erpti t‘ 
you ftiould take up the crofs?- He dates, but it is 5 iweet crofs, a gainful crofs, an honourable crofs, > 
erofs that is inlaid with love, and overlaid with divini fweetnefs; a cr fs that has a crown annext to it, eve j 
a crown of life. Rev. ii. 10. A crofs that,is a cr<?wj 
here ; for 'tis an honour to fuffer for Chrift, Ads vi 41. And a crofs that will greaten and brighten thaj our crown hereafter, Matth. v. 11, 12. Blejfed arey\ 
when men fhall revile you, andperfecuie you ; for greet 
is your reward in heaven. Does he call you to'perfornTj 
fuch and fuch fervices? He does, but withal he givesn you ftrength to perform them, helping your infirmifb ties by his goodfpirit, R-om. viii. 26, and in cafe youjj 
fail, and come fhort in and of what he calls for dj what then? Why then, he pities and /pares you, ns 
father does his fen that Jervetk him ; he overlooks your failings and defers, Mai. iii 17. Can you do no- 
thing^ only you have a mind to ferve him? Whyj then, he accepts of that willing mind according to what 
you have, and not according to what yon have not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. When you can’t pour out a pray’r, 
a figh, a groan is accepted by him. Will he have the throne in you, and rule in your fouls ? He will; but this way of rule is mod fweet; for h« rules with love, 
and he rewards with life ? and he gives a throne for 
a throne, a throne in glory for a throne in your fouls ; What fhall I fay ? His ways are ail ways of pleafr.ntnefs. and his paths are all peace, Prov. iii. 17. | 
And O, what pleafure, what delight, what fplace f 
end fatisfa&ion of foul is there to be found in walk- ing m them ? In a word, his whole fervice is perfeft i 
freedom, and there is no true freedom but in his ways 
and fervice. ’ T is a great faying, which I have read in 
one of the ancients, “ Who (fays he) would not reign? But would(l thou reign happily ? Serve kind Jefus and thou lhalt reign, becaufe to ferye him is true reign- j ” Thus you fee, there’s no juftreafon for hard 
thoughts of Chrift in this refpe£t, but rather the con- 
tfary : Accordingly anfwer, and throw off all thefe 
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.black reproaches, which the devil and unbelief calls 
upon this good Lord ; and be lure to maintain good houghts of him, and his ways, which will not a lit- 
le Conduce to the promoting of an efpoulal between 

him and thee. V. Would thou indeed be efpoufed to Chrift? Then ludy and contemplate much how infinitely grateful and acceptable Chrift is; finners know not, or if they enow, they confider not, who, or what Chrift is; 1 :hey mind not how acceptable a good he is to fouls, and therefore they flight him ; Hadji thou known lays Chrift to the woman, the gift of God, and who it it hat Jpeaketh to thee, thou would]} have a/kt him. and 
'e would have given thee living water, johniv. to. Truly, did men know Chrift and his infinite accepta- >!enefs, they would run to him, and elofe with him a marriage covenant. Study therefore and con- nplate this much, thereby poffelfing thy foul with ieep fenfe of it. The apoftie fpeaking but of one ith concerning Chrift, tells us, it \s werthy tf allac^ 1 eptation, i Tim. i. 16. And if fo, what acceptation null Chrift himfelf, yea Chrift, with all his truths, nd all his treafures both, be worthy of? A-nd how hould our fouls cleave to hi.m. apd-take him into our 

mbraces ? There are, among others, five things which oeak a good to be eminently grateful and acceptable, vftrth and excellency, ufefulnefs and ferviceablenefs, 
aitablenefs and conveniency, fweetaefs and delight, 
Surablenefs and unchangeablenefs in all; all which re found in Chrift, who tenders himfelf and his love 
0 us. 

There is worth and excellency in Chrift, yea, 
ncomparable worth anti excellency. The apoftie oeaks of an excelling excellency that there is in the 
nowledge of Chrift, Phil. iii. 8 Now the knowledge 1 Chrift is fo excellent, becaufe Chrift is excellent, hrift indeed is all worth, all excellency; he is an in- 
nite ocean of beauty and glory; he is the chief eft a- ong ten thou fund, and altogether lovely. Cant. v. jo, 
!b. All excellency dwell in him, as in their proper 
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fountain ; and they all meet and are united in him* 
as lines in their proper centre, Some beauty, tome excellencies you find fcattered up and down among 
the creatures, the faints and the angels, the fun, moon, and ftars, and the like ; But alas ! ’tisfcatter- 
ed, and ’tis fcattered but here and there a drop; but in Chrift you have all beauty, all worth, all excel- lency in a blelTed union and conjundlion ; you have i all in one, and that unchangeably. O what a por- 
tion is Chrift (fays one) O, that the faints would dig{ deeper in the treafures of his wifdom and excellen-» 
cies. Truly.’tis fweet digging there ; and there, in 
fome fort, there will be room for digging to all eter- nity; for even through eternity new wonders of glo- 
ry will arife, new’ beauties and excellencies will ap- pear, and (hine Forth in Chrift. What fhal! I fay i 
He has in him all the excellencies of both worlds; audj 
15 indeed deferred I y the wonder of both: In him there is a confluence of all the lovely properties, the draw- j 
mg attributes, the ravifliing beauties, the bright (hinl I ingi and glorious perfe<5lions of the infinitely blefied 1 J>eity. Hence, fays he, all that the Father hath is 
wine; which may be underftood of his divine perfec- j tions, Jthn xvi. i y. Hence alfo he is faid to be equal' j %'ithijod, Phil. ii. 6, i. e. Look, whatever divine per~ |j feciioru there are in Cod the Father, they all are found tj in Chriji l In him is exprejl the whole perfin of the Fa- ij 
ther, the whole effence, being, beauty of the Father i it 
And (as a learned man has obferved) “ Chrift the Son 
is in all things like the Father; this only excepted, | 
that he is not the perfon of the Father.” Hence al- I 
fo he is laid to be the brightnefs of his Father's glory, j as the exprefs image of his perfon, Heb, i. 3. All tbejl Father’s glories and excellencies do (hine forth in him; || 
and he perfectly repreCents the Father to us, Thusjl Chrift is a periem of excellency; and- fo moft accep- | 
table, And O, who would not accept and embraced fuch a Chrift ? And how great a wickednefs is it to if reject him ? I can't but here take up the complaint of 
aft Uuly war ; U pity* p^y evermore ^fays he) ^ 
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tliat thert ftould be fucb an one as GJmil Jertis, fo boundlefs, to bottondeiSi To incooiparabJe, io infinite 
in excellency and fweetnefs, andfo few that will take him; they tniferably lo4e their love (fays he) who will not beftow it upon this lovely, one.” 

2. There is ufefulnefs and ferviceabrenefs in Chrift. As Chrift is a perfon of the highefl excellency, fo of 
the greateft and molt abfolate need, ufe and fervice to poor fouls ; indeed be is the one needful gc-od, 
Luke x. 42. Chrilt is* fo much needed by, and of lb much ufe and fervice-to poor fouls, that they can t poflibly do well and be happy without him. Pray con- fider, we provoke God, and he is angry with us; 
and by Chrift alone’tis, that.-we raw? tha cittone- vient, Rom. v. j:t . We fin, and load onHelves with guilt; and by Chrift alone ’tis that we are or can be difeharged from it-; In him have a? redemption ' through his blood, even the forgivmejs of fins, Kpb, i, ,i 
7. We have an hard and impenitent heart, an heart | 
that cannot repent; and by Ghrift; and Chrifttalonepl ’tis that we can obtain repentance, he being exalted to 
give repentance unto Ifrael, as well or remijjion of finf Afts v. 31. We are at a-dreadful diftanoe from God ; ' afar off (as the feripture fpeaks) and by Ghrift and 

] him alone’tis, that we- are made nigh. What fhallT ‘ ay? The bell of faints as well the worft of fin- ters have an abfolute need of Chfift, and he is of iaily ufe and fervice to them; neither can they live >ne day, or one hour without him ; indeed he is ' heir life, and without him they therefore are dead ind undone, as well as Others: without him thef can do 
nothing, John xv. 5. Without him, every duty will ' lie too hard, ever/ burthen will be too heavy, every 1 temptation will be too ftrong, 'every luft will be too mighty for them ; without him, they Ihould yet fall ftiort of the eternal reft, and wouLdmake Ihipwrack 

' of faith, fouls, and all for ever. Without him, ' aeitherTaints noeflaners can have any accefo to God> any intercourfe- or -communion, with him, in w:yc!i 
-notwithlkading, the whole of ou» happincis, both. 

N> 3 
Lsi 
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in time and eternity, lies. 1 am the <way (fays he) ( and no-man cometh to the Father but by me, John xiv. 
6. Jlnd through him, fays the Apoftle, *ve have ac- : cefs unto the Father, by one ft>irit, Eph. ii. 18. With- 1 out him, we could have no peace with God; for he ' 
etlone is our peace, Eph. ii. 14. And having peace with God, without him we could not maintain ohr 
peace one hour, it being he alone that is our advo- 
cate and propitiation ’uiitb the Father, I John ii. 1, 2. Thus he is every way moft needful, and moft ufeful to eternal fouls, O how grateful, how acceptable 
then is he, and ought he to be to us! 3. There is fuitablenefs and conveniency alfo in Chrift to the fouls of men : The fuitab'.enefs and con- 
veniency of any good renders it acceptable to us. How acceptable is bread to an hungry man, becaufe 
a good fuitable to him i1 How acceptable is drink to 
a thirfty man, becaufe a good fuitable to him ? Now* there is an admirable fuitablenefs and conveniency in t Chrift to the fouls of men, and that in all the caleijl 
of them : Why then fhould he not be acceptable tol them ? One (1 remember) reppefents the fuitablenefsai 
of Chrift to the fouls dnd wants of finners thus ; the:j 
whole perfon, nature, and offices of Chrift (fays he.)?j are fo fuited and proportioned to all the variety ofx needs in us, that they are as a key for a lock, thereiji 
is ward for ward, every thing done in the key fuit-j able to the lock : And indeed fo ’tis here, Chrift and i ids fulnefs being exactly fui-table to us and our wantsj 
We are fick, and Tick to death ; and Chrift is a phy4 fician, IWalth. ix. 12. And what more fukablc t«J t he fick than a phyfician ? We are finful and hnft4j 
to damnation; we are loft fijiners, and Chrift is a; Saviour; and who, or what more fuitable to loft fin-ji ners than a Saviour ? We are poor captives, the cap4j 
Hves of fin and Satan, in bondage to death and thei 
curfe ; and Chrift is a Redeemer ; and who or whan 
more fuitable to captives than a Redeemer ? We arei nuder the tyranny and ufurpation of many mighqjl 

‘powerful lufts, Itifts that are impofmg upon 05 e^eRfrj 



hour ; ?.nd we are no ways able to deal with them. 
But Chrift is a great and puiflant king, who.can iub,- due all, ahd whofe arrows fnall be {harp in the hearts of all his and our enemies: and what more iuitable 
to perfons in fuch a circumftance than fuch a king ? We are dead, and Chrift is life ; and what more 
fuitable for the dead than life ? We are poor and mi- ferable, and Chrift is gold to enrich us. Are we 
naked? Chrift is claathing for us. Are we blind? He is eye-falve for us : Are we in prifon ? He is li- berty : Are we hungry? He is bread: Are we thirfty? He is the water of life, which thofe that 
drink of, {hall never thirft : Are we troubled ? He is 
reft: Are we drooping and difponding ? He is the confolation of Ifrael: Are we bewilder’d ? He is a guide: Are we born down in our fpiritual con Sifts ? He is the captain of our falvation, who will fight for us. O, how fuitable everyway is Chrift to fouls 
and being fo fuitable, why Ihould he not be accept^ able to us. Poor finner ! is there any in heaven or ' earth, that will fo fuit and anfwer the various wants 
and cafes of thy foul, as Chrift does and will ? Why then {houldeft thou not account him worthy of all ac*. 
ceptation ? 4. There is a fweetnefs and delight in Chrift j Trahit fim quemque vuluptas, (fays the Poet) every one 
is drawn and allur’d by pleafure and delight. W hat • is it that makes fin, that curfed thing iin, pleafing and grateful to fo many ? Surely one great thing is that pleafure and delight which they find, at leaft 
promife themfelves to rind in it. And indeed gene- rally, the more fweet and delightful things are, the 
more readily and greedily they are embraced by the fons of men : Why then Ihould not Chrift be grate- ful and acceptable to us ? Is there any fo fweet, fo 
pieafant, f© delightful as he ? He i, a fountain of iweetnefs, as well as excellency. “ 1 find him fo 
“ (fays an holy man, fpeaking of Chrift) that l' my love, fuppoie 1 would charge it to remove from. 

' “ &«»,. it. would not obey me.” How fweet is his 
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love ! Thy love is better than ivine, fays the fporrfe, Cant, i. 2. This is that bejl wine which goeth denvn 

fwteily, caujing the lips of theft that are aflcep to fpedk, Cant. vii. 9. Yea, this is that will canfe a dead man to fpeak and live, as an holy man fpealcs concerning 
it. Experienced.Ibuls will tell you, that there is more fweetnefs in one defcent of love from Chrift, than in 
all the delights of fm and the creature. This is that 
which fweetens the fharpeft affliftion; yea, this is that, and that alone, which fweetens death itfelf, 
and enables the foul truly to triumph over, Rom. viii. 39. O the fiveet bathing that there is in the fountain of Chrift'S love ! how fweet are his fruits ? I fat down 
under his fhadow, fays the fpoufe, with great delight^ 
and his fruits were fweet to my tafte, Gant. ii. 3. By fruits, I underhand the purchafe of his blood, and 
the effects of his-love, peace, pardon, righteoufnefs, Jollification, fandfification, and hoiinefs, adfeeptance , 
with God, and the like. And O how fweet are thefe 1 | How pleafant are thefe ! With what folace and fatis- 
fadtion may a believing foul feed and feall himfelf 
upon thefe ! How fweet is his prefence, intercourfe, 
and communion with him ! This made the fpoufe to be glad and rejotcein him, Cant. i. 4. This indeed fets the foul down at the very gate of heaven, where he 
fays, ’tis good to be here. ’Tis a blefled exclamation 
which 1 find one of the ancients break out into ; “ 0 how good, and how fweet! O how good and how 
pleafaot is it, to-dwell with thee, moft fweet Jelus; to converfe. with thee, to reveal the concerns of our 
fouls to thee, and to enjoy *hy confolations! And a- 
gain elfewhere, O thou molt i'weet and moft loving Jefas, how fweet is it to think of thee ! for while we 
are fpeaking and thinking of thee, thou art fweetly prefent with us, and our fouls are filled with delight 
in the odours of thine ointments. And "yet once more;. 
O Lord, when atany time 1 partake in this joy, (fpeak- ing of the joy of communion with him) 1 cry d out. Lord, ’tis good to be here ; let ns build three taber- 
nacles here, one for faith, one for hope, one for 
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lave.” And indeed who is there that knows what communion with Chrift means* that does not find an incomparable fweetnefs, folace and fatisfaftion in it ? 
This is that which fills fome with joy unfpeakable and full of glory, even here; and this is that which will be the joy and delight of heaven for ever : f very way Chrift is a very field of pleafure, a very para- 
dife of joy, and a very fountain of delight : O why, why then Ihould he not be more graceful and accept- 
able to us ? 5. There is durablenefs and uachangeablenefs in 
Chrift ; which being added to all theformer, renders him even infinitely the more grateful and acceptable 
poflibly fome worth, fome fuitablenefs, fome fweet- nefs and. delight there may be found in the creature, 
and creature-enjoyments; hut alas, this allays the acceptablenefs of all, that 'tis fading, dying, and 

I changing; And indeed, whatever is fhort, and but fefor a fcafon, can’t challenge any great acceptation. But now,, Chrift he is lafting, durable, and un- changeable; tie is the fame yefierday, to-day, and for ever, Ileb. xid. 8. What he was, he is, and what 
he is, he always will be; he wasmoft excellent, moft ttfeful, moft fititable, rnoft fweet and delightful to fouls ; and fo he is, and always will be. “ He (as 
“ one of the ancients if eaks of him) is immutable,. “ he changes all things, hut is himfelf unchange- “ able, never new, never old. Hence alfo Chrift himfelf tells us, That he is the jllpka and Omega, he that was, and is, and is to come. Rev. i. 8. He is ever the fame in love, in beauty, in fulnefs, in faith- fulnefs, and in ail his defirablenefs. And O, how 
grateful and acceptable does this render him ' All our enjoyments here below fade and change ; yea, we ourfelves change ; Changes and war are upon us, as Job fpeaks, yea, fome of us are daily waiting for oar laft and great change : But O 1 blelfed be God, 
Chrift fades not, Chrift changes not: What he was to, and what he has done for fouls formerly,; that he 
U to and that he.can do far fouls now; yea, and 
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that he will be to, and will be able to do for fouls 
hereafter: for he is ftill to come ; as he was and is, fo is to come, which is a fweet word. Poor foul, 
hitherto it may be thou haft gone along through thy work and warfare with fome comfort and courage ; but that which damps and terrifies thee, is the ap- 
prehenfion of what rnay be to come. O, fayeft thou, the trials that are to come, the difficulties that are to 
come, the temptations that are to come, the ftorms and tempefts that are to come ! well foul, for thy 
encouragement under all, know, that whatever is to come, Chrift is to come too. Are there trials to come ? Chrift is to come too: Are there ditficultiesand- 
temptations to come ? Chrift is to come too : Are there ftorms and tempefts to come ? Chrift is to come too : And while Chrift is to come, fear hot, only clofe with 
him in a marriage covenant, and make him thine ; -then come what win come, come what can come, and 

pill will be well. Thus Chrift is every way accepta- ble, and infinitely acceptable; and as ever, foul,! thou would ft be indeed ei'poufed to him, dwell much 
in the ftudy and con'emplation of his acceptablenefs ; labour to be pofleft with a deep and daily renewed 
fenfeofit, which will fweedy draw and allure thy 
foul to him. VI. Wouldft thou indeed he efpoufed to Chrift ? then be fare that thou pitched thy faith aright vipon him, and cloleft ineffe&uaily with him in a way of believing. * fis faith that is both the great uniting, and the great interefting grace ; it unites us to Chrift and interefts us in Chrift: ’Tis that, as has been for- 
merly declared and evinced, that puts Chrift and the foul into the bofom and embraces of each others love, and by which the marriage knot is tied between 
them. If ever therefore thou wouldft be indeed e- fpoufed unto him, look well to thy faith, fee that thou doft pitch that aright upon him, clofing with 
him, and embracing of him; not by halves, but thoroughly; not feignedly, but iminaately and cor- 
dially. But here fome may fay, how may we do. 
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| to pitch our faith aright upon Chrift, fo as to get 

conjugal-union and communion-with him ? ThVee things muft be done in order hereunto, which I de- 
I fire you to look well to. II. See that you wholly quit and renounce yourfelves. 

II. Labour to get a right notion and apprehenfion of Chr'ilf, 
III. Be fare to make a right choice of him, being 

fo apprehended. | I. Would you pitch your faith aright upon Chrift, I. and be indeed efpoufed to him ? Then fee that you 
H 'wholly quit and renounce yourfelves: Self and be- | lieving are at the utmoft diftance from, and enmity R with each other that is imaginable; they are irrecon- | ciiably-oppofite to each other ; and where faith takes place, there felf vanilhes and dies iway, and that in all its notions, and with all its'accomplilliments.l 

j Hence, fays Chrift, If any man ’will come after me, 
belVeve on me, be efpoufed to me, let him deny him- felf Matth. xvi. 24. Let him deny himfelf renounce • himfelf, go out of himfelf, let felf become nothing 1 with him. And indeed, the foul tfuft believes on Chrift, does go quite out of himfelf, he lees and feels 
himfelf to be a poor empty nothing in all refpeds ; he fees and finds his ftrength to be weaknefs ; his wif. dom, folly ; his beauty, blacknefs ; his righteouf- i nefs, fin; his all, nothing; and thus mult we, if I ever we indeed believe and get union with Chrift! O 
my beloved, ore of the great things which ftands'be- 

.tween faith and us, Chntt and us, is fdf: This in- deed is the foul’s darling, the fit ft born (as one calls l it) of his love and delights, and lie is loath to part 
I with it; but part with it he muft, and renounce it he muft, or he can never believe it aright, nor is he tever like to have any part or lot in Chrift; every ften 
‘out of fdf is a ftep towards Chrift, and faith in Chrift ; and we muft be divorced from the one, if 
ever we be married to the other; particularly, y0U muft quit and renounce felf, elpeeially in this three- « old notion; felf-will, fdf-wojrth, fdf iutereft 
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1. You muft quit and renounce felf-will. He that 

indeed believes, muft in a fort have no will of Ins 
own, but his will muft be wholly melted or refigned up into the will of Chrift: Hence the church is faid t 
to be fubjett unto Chriji, Eph. v. 24. We are apt to j live in our own wills, and are exceeding fond of, and fet upon having eur wills, and that how crofs 
•and contrary foever they be to the will of Chrift: j But if ever we believe fo as to get union with Chrift, , 
our ftubborn wills muft bow, our proud wills muft 11 

down, and muft in all things, as much as is poffible, | be referred and refigned into Chrift’s will : and good 
reafon, for his will is the rule of goodnefs, as weft , as the firft caufe of all things : we muft not think to j fay we are lords, but we muft bow to Chrift as the 
.great and only Lord, | 

2. You muft quit and renounce felf-worth, felf-jl ^ righteoufnefs, you muft renounce all worth and righ«jf k 
teoufnefs of your'own, in point of juftification andl.V 
acceptation with God. ’Tisa great word which ll . 
fhall fpeak, Mens duties, living under the gofpel, | ! keep almoft as many from Chrift and believing, as 1. their fins do : my meaning is, as the love of fins jfji t 
keep feme, fo confidence in duties, a confidence in ll felf-worth, felf-righteoufnefs. keeps multitudes of I 
Others from Chrift and believing: And the truth is, , my;beloved, this piece of felfis the great idol of the | t 
foul, and that which men are marvelloufly loath to p quit and renounce; and indeed ’tis oftentimes fo Ml painted, and, as it were fd fpiritualiz’d, aftsd with ji fo much ftate, and fet out with fo many ornaments, ; that it would make any one in love with it. But yet il ■ 
this idol, fo dear as it is to the foul, muft be denied l|> and renounced ; this darling muft be caft oft’ and that ji 
with loathing and abomination in refpeft of mul lay-1 * 
ing, if ever you believe, and are united to thrift, jin And the foul that indeed does believe, looks upon i ■ 
hiuifelf to be the pooreft, defpicableft, and undoneft., lr. creature in the world notwithftandingall; he throws , 
away, not only his rags, but his robes too; ah bis m 
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t privileges, all his performances, all his moral excel- 1 kncies and attainments, as to a dependanoe upon them for life and falvation ; as you know Paul did, Phil. 1 iii. 8, 9. of which more hereafter. The foul’s lan- guage in the work of believing, is fuch as this; I ;j am a poor, vile, empty nothing in myfelf; I am no- 

l thing, 1 can do nothing, and I dcferve nothing; I 
I am nothing but fin, I can do nothing but offend and provoke God, and I deferve nothing but frowns and death from him. I^ver I be faved, 'tis free grace ) muft fave me ; if eV** ijfind favour in God’s fight, it 
I muft be purely from grace in Chrift. Alas! I have walked contrary to God all wytilayt; my heart and life both have been full of enmity, and provocation agaiuft 
|i him, and my very duties are damning, my bejl righ- 
IUoiifnefs being as filthy rags, Ifa. Ixiv. 6. And indeed, till it comes to this with us, we are like to remain iirangers to Chrift, and faith in Chrift. 1 fhall only fay this further as to this particular, that no men in the world are farther off from Chrift, and union with him through believing, than fuch as truft in their 

own worth, in their own righteoufnefs. Chrift him- felf tells us, that Publicans and -harlots do enter the I kingdom of heaven before finch Matth ixi. 31. |j 3. You muft quit arut renounce felf intereft ; that 
II is to fay, you muft be at a parting point with all, you 

.M tnuft be willing to forgo all your outward interefts .H and concerns for Chrift, when he calls you to it, 
|| thinking nothing too much or too good for him : [’ This Chrift is exprefi. in Matth. x. 37. He that loveth 
N father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me : ijind he that loveth fan or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. And again, Lube xiv. 53. IVhtfoever he be of you, that fortieth not all that he hath, he cun* not be my difife In a word, the meaning is nftt, that all that come to Chi ift, tnuft adhially forlake all 

thofe things, and deny the rule Ives as to the etxjuy- 
sc naent of them. But the meaning is, (firft) that we (i muft have a very diminutive love for theft in cmnpa- 
Irifon of Chrift. And (fecbndly) that we muft beat a 
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parting pofnt with all for Chrift's fake, and at Chri(l’s f; call. And truly, ’tis but rcafon we (hould be fo ; he ' 
that a&ually parted with fe much for us, does highly | 
deferve that we-diould be in a readinefs to part with ;i 

our little all for him. Thus we muft wholly quit and ’l 
renounce ourfelves,' if we would indeed believe and have unioh with Chrift. 

II. Would you pitch your faith aright upon Ohrid, 
and be indeed efpoufed to him ? then labour to get a fight notion and apprehenfion of him, as the great 1 
oiijedt of faith. One great reafMTjV.hy many fall and- j 
nui’carry in their faith, and I^tU giprt rf Chrift, is j their ignorance of him ; they have rfot a right notion J and apprehetifion of Chiift, as the great,.objeift of | 
taith ; and indee<|gunle!s Chrift be rightly known and . 
apprehended by us, we are never like to pitch our J ^ .faith aright upon him t Hovi Jhell thej belt' ro (Hays 1 

P the accitle) in him, efnukem they have net heard? Korn, a x. ,4. i/ow foall they believe ? i. e. men Car not be- 1 
Jkve aright on one th*t has not been revealed and made known to them : a blind, ignorant faith is ever like to reach union and communion with Chrift ; and, 1 
my beloved, if we would believe aright on Chrift, J 
we mult know him aright and apprehend him aright. 1 
Faith, infcripture is feme times expreft by knowledge, '4 John xvii 3. notthat knowledge alone is all that is re- , 
quifke to faith, but it notes thus much to us, that the j knowledge of Chrift is fuch a require to believing, | that there can be no true believing without it. Hence i 
alfo Chrift fpeaks of feeing the Son, and believing on | him ; feeing before believing, and feeing in order to 1 believing ; Thu is the will of him that fent w<v that 
whofoever feeth the Son, and believeth on him, Jhoutd ^ 
have everlajtin* life, John vi. 40- By feeing the Son, l here we are to uhderftand the true knowledge of 
Chrift. Hence alfo they that con e to Chrift, and be- ; 

, lieve faviugly on him, are faid, in order thereunto, ■ 
to be taught of God, and to have heard and learned of j 
the Father. John vi. 45. And pray, what have they | be?n taught of God r what have they Earn'd of him, ■ 
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I" bnt the knowledge of Chrift as the great object of faith ? at leaft thi" is one great leflbn, which all that 

believe, do and mult learn. As ever therefore you il would pitcii your faith aright upon Chriit, labour to 
U know and apprehend him aright; labour to know | and apprehend him as he n revealed and offered in the I goipel. particularly, i. View and apprehend hi n in his Godhead and 
ji divine nature. The go fee 1 reveals him in his divini- | ty, it propounds faith, as God, the trut > 'God, the gnat God if be mighty God, God over all. And 
1 ^iius fhotiid faith eye and apprehend him ; thus | Thomas his faith apprehended hkn, when he laid, my 
I Lord, and my God, John xx. 28. And indeed nothing bat a G dhcad, and infinite, eternal!' unchangeable^ iGodhead, is a foundation ftrong enough tor iaith to b. ild upon. _ _ ■ . ' | 2. View and apprehend him in his perfonal rela- tion ; not only as God, but alio as God the Son, and 

fo as diftinguifiVd from the Father. Thus the gof- : pel reveals and propounds him to our faith ; and tnu» aifo Ihould our faith view and apprehend hi n. 1 has 
1 Peter % faith, with the reft in whofe name he fpake, 
| did eye an^ apprehend him ; John vi. 69. li'e believe I] and are fure (ftid he) that thou art that Chrijl, the: I Sen of the living God. There is a diftindt honour due J to every perfon in the facred Trinity; and the more di.lin&ly our faith eyes and apprehends Chrift in his perfonal relation, as Son, the more complete it is, 

and the more it gives him the honour of that relation. I 3. View and apprehend him in his humanity, or 
ii as the Son of God incarnate. The gofpel reveals and I propounds Chrift as the cbj:& of faith to us; not fi u- I ply and God, as God the Son, but as God the Son in- 1 c.lrnate, as the word made flejh, John i. 14. or, as i God manifejled in the fiejh, 1 Tim. iii. 1 6. As having - n taken human nature into perfonal union with hitnfelf,.; H and fo is both God and man in one perfpn ; and thus , ■ alfo fhould faith eye and apprehend him : You believe". ■ God, fays he, believe alfo in me, John i. 14. Hence 

O 2 
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alio he fpeaks fo often of eating his fiejh and drinking 
his blood; and of giving his fiejh for the life tf the l world ; And withal tells us, that his fiejh is meat in- |J 
deed, and his blood is drink indeed, John vi. ji, 53, 54, I 
55, j6- by all which hefigniftes to us, that our faith muft refpeft and apprehend him as man, as well as God ; as the Son incarnate ; and indeed thus he is 
the next and moft immediate obje<5t of faith. The Godhead or divinity, is the ultimate objedt of faith ; but Ghrift, the Son incarnate, is the next and moft !' 
immediate objedt of faith i Hence we are faid by .him |J 
to believe in God, 1 Pct.i| 21. Faith firft eyes Chrift 
as man, or the Son incarriate, and by him comes ulti- , 
mately to object itfelf upon God. The humanity is janu,! ad divinitatem, as one fpeaks of it) a gate to , 
the divinity, that by which our faith pafies to the jt .. Godhead. “ And (as a great divine fpeaks) he that 
comes not to Chrift as man (hall never come to him Sj as God.” The truth is, faith cannot deal with God » immediately, but as God clothed with our nature. 4. View and apprehend him in his dfiice of media- 
torihip. The gofpel reveals and propounds Chrift || 
to our faith in his office, it propounds and reveals | him as Chrift, as the true VIefh ih and Saviour of the | world; as one <'eaFd, lent, and anointed by the Fa- I t her for the redemption of loft fouls: and thus alfo W 
fhould faith eye and apprehend him. So alfo did f Peter’s faith apprehend him : Thou art Chrijl (fays n Ire) the Son of the living God, Match, xvi. 16. Hence | ■we read of believing that Jeftis is the Ghrijl, l John i v. 1. Hence alfo Chrift tells the Jews, If ye believe ,1 
not that lam he, ye Jhall die in your fins, John viii. 2 4. I Jfht believe not that / am he, i. e. that l am the Mef- fiah, the Chrift, the Saviour that was promifed. O 1 faith is fhort of that notion it fhould have of Chrift, unlefs it thus eyes him in his office. 5. View and apprehend him in his infinite ability 
and fufficiency for the difeharge of his office. The gofpel reveals and propounds him to our faith, as / 
one able to faze to the very utter mojl i and accordingly /1 
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It reveals him indeed both as an only and all fuffici- 
ent Saviour: As an only Saviour; Look unto me, uni be favedy all ye ends of the earth; for l am God, and 
there is none befides me, lla. xlv. 22. Neither is there falvation in any other; nor is there any other name given under heaven, whereby we may be faved but hfo only, A&sxiv. 12. And as an all fufficient Saviour; 
My flejh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed, (fays he) and he tha^ateth me, even he Jhall live by me, John vi. 5 ^^^H|U|^eals him in the infinite 
virtue of his blod^ the mexhaudible fulnefs of h& grace, the cornpleatnefs of his obedience, the excel- 
lency of his righteoufnefs, the perfection of his fatif- 
£aftion^|r.d the like ; and thus fhould our faith eye and apprehend him : O, labour for fuch a notion and 
apprehenhon of Chrift as this is; as ever you would; believe aright, and be indeed efpoufed to Ghrilt, la'- i hour for a found, clear, diltin^ knowledge of him, as the great objedt of faith : Pray much for a fpirit of wifdotH and revelation in the knowledge of him , that was the 4 pollle’s prayer for the Ephefiar.e in this cale 
Eph. i. 7. and let it be yours for yourleives. 

III. Would you pitch your faith aright upon Chrift, and be indeed efpoufed to him ? Then be 
lure to make a right choice or election of him, be- ing thus known and apprehended. To have a right 
notion and apprehenfion of Chrift, is good and ne- eeffary, in order to union with him by believing, but 
’tis not enough ; know Chrifl being known and ap- prehended, muft alfo be cbofen and embraced by us, and that as he is revealed and offered in the gafpel. To know and apprehend Chrift, is an-adt of the mind 
or underftanding ; but to chufe and embrace Chrift, is an adt of the will and affedtioas; and tho’ faith has its rife and indication in the mind, yetitscomplimenc and perfedlion it has in the w’iU and: ^ffedlions ; thele 
liking chafing, and embracing of him, and that in a 
way fuitable to what the mind fees and apprehends concerning, him ; and this muft be added to the for- 

O 3 
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trxrf, or there is no right believing, and To no conju* 

union and communion with Chriit: Hence that of the apoftle, With the heart man believeth unti righ- 
tetufneft, Rom. x. 10. True believing then is worth 
the heart, now by the heart here, as alfo generally 
e!fewhere in fcripture, is meant the will and affeiSU- ons; accordingly to believe with the heart, is for the will and affeftions tochufe and embrace Chrift, as he 
is revealed and offered in the gof{>*|i this is called a 
receiving of Chrift, John i. 12. receive Chriff 
into our wills, when we d^^MAnd adhere to him't for life and falvation ; unto our 
affedions, when vve^p|hr:n, defire hidelight 
Calvin) is nothing elfe but to chufe and embrace i.'hrid with a fmceraaffeftion of mind, as hem reveal'd and 

^er’d in the ^dfpel; and this indeed i^the greay afl of faith, and that whereby our copjugal- 
i and communion with Chrift is more efpecially 

brought about : This is that which makes Chrift ours, ard puts us into the poffeffion of him ; Mary (fays Chrift) has chofsn the better part, which JhaH never be 
taker.from her. Lukes 42. She had chofen Chrift,. and her choice of him had made him her own, and fo her own, as thaf fhe coul^iever lofe him, never be deprived of him.l Indee Jrffi-ijftt.ch;>i<Se of Chrift 
makes him ours, it^ftnites us to hti^g Iflid interefts us 
in him for ever. A .lialefurthcr.te help you in this bufinefs; know thafefaftftghi choiet of Chrift is accom- pidhd by thsfe threcsfeps^. . >? 

i. The foul appr*^^P|^^^^4s before) likes him, and approves of him as the mo ft fu St- 
able Saviour, the moft'fnvely and deivrable obj.ft in heaven or earth : The faul -ih'ys of Chrift, As they did of the land of Can it an, Ntm:l>' xiv. 7. Tfffand (fay* 
they) is ar. exceeding geod land: So this Chrift, fays the foul, is an exceeding good Chrift, this Saviour is an exceeding good Saviour; there's none like him, there's no beauty like his beauty, no blood like his 
-Mood no fulueis like his mine ft, no love like hit love. 
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2. The foul defires him, and longs after him, and that with a flrong, ardent, and vigorous affeftion : This is call’d hungring and thirjling after Chriji, Mat. 

v. 6. The foul feeing Chrift, and approving of him, longingly cries out; O a Chrift, a Chrift ' O, that 
this good Chrift were mine ! 3. The foul is by grace fweetly and powerfully de- termined upon Chrift ; fo as actually to make a fo- 
lemn and deliberate choice of him ; fingling him out from all other things in heaven and earth, as the bell /and moft defir^h^|^^and moft worthy of hrs 
deareft and mo,{^^^^^H^races. The foul now 

e his head and huf- 
treafure, • ever. Ngtsfehy thefe fteps, p to make a right choice of Chrift'; 

as tljj * ydefirable o~' truly if you view him aright you can’t but like and approve, of him as fuch. See that the defires of your fouls be indeed towards him above all others; view him, till you fall in love with him, yea, till y.u 
fall fick of love for him ; and be fure not to reft, till 
you get your will fweetly and powerfully determined upon him, fo determined upon him, as to make a free, folemn, deiibera'te choice of him, palling by all 
other lovers, and taking him alone into the bofom and embraces of your faith and lovf. Now that you may be fure to make a righfthoice of Chrifl, fuch a choice of Chrift as may keep hjm yours, and tie the marr iage 
knot between him you, obferve herein thefe five 
or fix great rules. 7' 1. Be fure that you chufe and embrace Chrift ftim- felf, and not foftiewhat elk in (lead of him. ’1 is a great and at^akening faying which a worthy divine hat: “ Many now (fays he) take Chrill by gne's ; 
but be fure that it be he. and only he whom ye em- brace ; his fwmfmeH, his lovely voice, his face, bis 
gracioys-working in the foul, will loon tell if it be he or no.” So fay 1, be fure that it be Ive ; many mif- 
t«ike the objeft, they clofe with iomtwLat die in Head 
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of Chrift; at beft, they chufe Ghrlft’s portion, his benefits, his privileges, his purchales, but not his per- 
fon t But my advice to you is, pitch on nothing Ihort 
of the perfon of Chrift ; then is our faith beyond ali doubt rightly pitcht upon Chrift, when Chrkt hina- 
felf, not his benefits and privileges only, are chofen and embraced by us. A marriage, if right, is be- 
tween perfon and perfon, not between perfon and portion, perfon and eftate, that being a rei'ulting. 
thing. So here in this fpiritual marriage, faith does not marry the foul to thdkMiui^enefits, and pri- vileges of Chrift, but toWirift himfilf.jTrue, I don't fay (fi: ll) but that true faith gives the foul an interclt 

an eye to thefe, and a refpedt to tbefe in his choice, ^nd clofing with Chrift; yea, ufuaHy thefe are the 
firft things that faith has in its eye. The firft thing, the foul looks at, and is taken with, when he is drawn 
to Chrift, ufually is that peace, that pardon, that righteoufnefs, that deliverance from fin, death, and- 
hell, which he fees is found and treafured up in Chrift for fouls : but though thefe things be fo, yet 
the foul does, and muft go higher, he muft look at, and pitch upon the perfon of Chrift, or his faith is not fo right and complete as it ought to be. Alas ! ’tis the perfon of Chrift that is the great fountain of 
all grace, and all manifeftations from God to us, and faith accordingly does clofe in with his perfon. The fpoufe’s faith feems fo to do, Cant. v. io- She had 
her eye upon the perfonal beauty and glory of Chrift, 
and accordingly embrac’d bin with her faith and love. Hence alfo you have fo often- thofe exprafli ms; / flight him whom >M.y foul loved; and faiu you him nnhem wy foul Itveth ? Her lave, and fo her faith was 
fcxt upon Chrift himfelf: and thus do you fix your faith and love upon him ; fo ihall you be li^re not to naifs of a conjugal-union and communion with him. 

2. Be fure that you chufe a whole Chrifr, and not 
a part of him only: My meaning is, fee that youi 
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chufe and embrace in all his offices, as a king as well j as a prieft, as a lord as well as a Saviour, and as in I all his offices, fo for all thofe ends and ufes for which 1 God has defigned him, and the gofpel revealed him 
to us, for holinefs, as well as righteoufnefs, for fanc- j tification, as well as juftification. 1 need not tell you, that Chrift is a lord and king, as well as a Saviour, and that as fuchhe is revealed and offered in the gof- i pel to our faith : Him hath God exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentcwce unto Ifrael, and remijpon 
of fins. Ads v. 31^ and they that will have him as a Saviour to give them paraon, muft have him as a 
prince to give 1 them repentance : And you know Chrift’s reft and his yoke go together in the gofpel offer, Mat. xi. 28, 29. Nor need 1 tejl you, that God has appointed him, and the gofpel reveals him to be . | our findification as well as our juftification : So you have it exprefly, 1 Cor. i. 30- Accordingly then do we 
chufe Chrift, and embrace him aright, when we chufe and embrace him, under each -notion when we chufe and embrace him, not as a faviour only, but as a : lord tooj not only as a prieft to procure pardon and 
reconciliation for us, but alfo as a prince, to rule, govern, and command us; not only as our righte- oufoefs to juftify us, but as a fountain of grace to 
make us holy ; and thus true faith doeth chufe and embrace him, Ifa. xlv. 23. Surely lhall one fay. In the Lord 1 have righteoufnefs and flrength :<*• Mark, faith chtifes Chrift not only for righteoufnefs, but for 
llrengthtoo; righteoufnefs for juftification, ftrength for holinefs and fandification. Chrift’s language to 
the foul, in the tender of himfelf, is fuch as this. Poor foul, thou art in a dead, loft, undone condi- Ition; God is wroth with thee, hell gapes for thee, \ juftice calls aloud for vengeance againit thee; and 1 there is no hope, no help, no falvation for thee, but 
in and by^me, and union with me : And lo ! 1 am 
willing td? beftow myfelf, with all my fulnefs upon ; thee : But remember this, that I’ll rule and command j thee: If I be thy Saviour, I’ll be thy lord and king 

I too ; ifthou vviltfnare in my redemption, thou muff 
u 
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be content to bear my yoke, to bow to ray fceptre, to j| 
fubmit to my laws and kingdom. Accordingly, l| faith’s anfwcr, if right, is this : Content Lord, ’tis | bat fit, that he -that faves, (hould rule and reign; 1 that he that redeems (hould be bowed and fubmitted to, and I do willingly gire up myfelf to thy holy and 
fpiritual government; thy yoke is eaiy, thy fceptre is righteous; thy kingdom is full of peace and joy, 
and I defire to come under them : I would have thee to make me holy as > t0 fubdne this 

, j^bellious heart of tninS^HlKuje in me by thy pure fpirit, as well as to faVe me by |hy perfect obe- dience. O lee, thati'this you chufe ^iid embrace 
whole Chrilt, el^^our faith is not aright, nor are you like to attain unto a conjugal-union and com nu- 

* . nion with him/®' Be fare that you chufe Chrit (InglyanJ alone,J| join fbmewhac elfe with him. Son: are for : m 3 and not j * compounding with Cbrill, they would join fome- vvhat elfe in partnerfhip with him ; but as Chnil mud -not be divided, fo neither will he be compounded, he wtU*be all, or nothing at alt to foals; ami!fo true faith doles with him : Hence with the ne-v^creature, 
Chriji is faid to be all, and in all. Col. hi. 11. The ^patriarchs (as one obferves) had many of them a wife 
and a concubine, but it is aot fo here : No as laith chufes a whole Chrift, fo it chufes a naked Chrift, 
Chritl flhgly and alone, without joining any thing elfejn partnerfhip with him : It matches the ipul to Chrift with an abfolute exclufion of all other matches. Indeed faith fees enough in a fingle Chrift, a naked Chrift, without the help of any thing die, and aacor- dingly'chufes and embraces him : And fo muft your 
faith chufe and embrace him, or yo you are like to miss 
qf conjugal union and communion with him. You" muft chufe him fingly and alone, joining nothing with Rim, and that efpecially, in the great bufinefe of righ- teoufnefs and acceptation with God. Some would faia compound with Chrift in this bufinefs; they would 
hive Chfift, but they would huve their own duties^ 
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too ; {.hey would have his righteoufnefs, but they Would have their own righteoufnefs too ; they would have theirs bear a fhare with his in the point of righ- teoufnefs and juftificacion before God. Thus 'twas 
'with the Jews of old, Rotn. ix. 31, %2, and x. 1. ’tis , faid, They fie l lowed after the law of righieoufntfs, but attained not to the law of righteoufnefs : And why ? 
Becaufe, fays the Apoftle, they fought it not by faith, 
bttt as it were by the'works of the law. And chap, x, 3. They went about, ’tis faid, to ejlablijh their own righteo'ufnefs, and fubrniumj^m^hernfehies to the righ- 
hon fiefs of God. lh-ay oefjBE firlt, they were ad- di&ed to, and loafld for falvajtkm by their own righ- teoufnefs. Secondly, tho’ they were addicted to their own righteanfnefs, and wou’d faiivdive by it, yet tliey feemedaiot to dearie wholly to that, but would ■fhave Chriii’s and theirs joined together ; therefore 
’tis faid, Tijpr fought it not by faith, but as it were by fhe woods of the law, i. e. They were neither wholly for Chriit, nor wholly for felf, but partly for the one, and partly for the other, joining feif with Chrift. 

: And thirdly this left them fhort of righteoufnefs, life, falvation and all : For 'tis (aid, that upon this account they attained not unto tile law of righteoufnefs. 
'{0 join tell w ith Chrift in this point, is as dangerous and ddlrudive, as to let up felf againft Chriit. Thus 
(I fay) "twas with the Jews of old, and thus’tis with the Papitfs now. But, my beloved, if ever you would pitch your faith-aright upon Chriit, you muft not 

I once think of this compounding the buijnefs between I him and felf; but Chriit mutt be all in all: We mud 
| flint our eyes againil all other things in point of jufti- I fication, and u nit go forth. fingly and nakedly to iChriit, ve .turirg-our eternal all upon the alone bo> |tom of his everlaflhg righteoufnefs. ’ l is Qalvin'% 
j.oblervatiori upon the place lalt quoted, “ 1 hat the 
Iff* foundation of our fir ft ftep towards our obtaining H an interdi in the rightecuifnefs of God, is for a maa 
|{,,f to renounce and go out of his own righteoufnefs,” Thus I am lure Pauds faith choie and embraced 
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Chrift, Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. Phofe things •which •wen 
gain to me, fays he, thofe 1 counted loft for Chrijl; yea. doubtlefs, and I count all things but lofs, for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chrijl Jefus my Lord; for •whom 1 have fuffered the lofs of all things, and do count : 
them but dung, that I may win Chrijl, and be found in 1 him ; not having mine own righteoufnefs, which is of I 
the law, but that which is thro' the faith of Chrijl, the ! righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. Pray mark, his 
faith here chufes and em^gces Chrift for his rightc- oufnefs and ju(tific-itior^Jnd||erein he joins nothing j with him; he pitches iii^Iy and hakedly upon Chriit j 
alone, renouncing,all other things whatever. He had as much of his f>wn to have lean’d and depended upon | 
in this point, |s any meer man that ever liv'd lince i fm entered into the world; for, in privileges, in J graces, in fervices, and in fufferings for Chriit (1 
apt to think) he excelled all meer men ; but yet he refts on none of thefe, no nor fo much as joins any 
thing of it with Chrift, but reje&s and renounces all, 
and that with the greateft loathing and deteftation in | 
the point of juftification, cleaving fmgly and nakedly ' to Chrift alone; fays he, I account all but lofs, yea, . 
dung, that is, as the moft vile and lothfome thing; and 1 would not be found in it for a thoufand worlds. 
The truth is, to join any thing of our own with Chrift in this bufinefs, is what excludes us from any j 
{hare in Chrift, or any benefit by Chrift. So much 
the apoftle is exprefs in, Gal. v. 2. 3, 4. Behold I j V*\i\ fay unto you, that if ye be circumcifed, Chrijl Jh all 
profit you nothing. For l tejlify again to every man \ 
that is circumcifed, that he is a debtor to do the whole j ; law. Chrift is become of no effetl unto you ; whoever 
of you are jujlified by the law, ye are fallen from grace. | The fum of the A potties defign is to Ihew', that to 
join any thing of our own with Chrift, in the bufinefs 
of righteoufnefs and juftification, and not peft purely and entirely upon him, is what (huts us out from any parr md lot in Chrift, or any benefit and advantage 

. by him ; for pray obferve, there were among the 
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Galatians, fome who did mifcere legem cum Cbrijlo, as Calvin's expreffion is, they did join the lavs •with 
Chrift; preffing and taking up circumcifion, as a part of that righteoufnefs whereby they expe<3ed to be 
jnftified and faved. They were not fo grofs in their minds (as that great divine there obferves) as to ex- 
pert falvation meerly by the obfervation of the law, and their ovm obedience ; but they were for (haring the bufinefs between this and Chrift. Now what fays Paul to them ? And by what does he labour to anti- dote the believers among them againft this great er- ror? Why (ftr^|(Ki^!fll^fthem plainly, that if they 
will join either Slrcumcifion, OTany thing elfe of their own, with Chrift in this mattej^ then Chrijl Jhallpro- fit them nothing, ver 2. And he aflerts the lame thing, ver. 4. Chrifi fays he, is bee owe ofnofijfiefl to you, i. e. you (hall have no part in Chrift, no benefit by Chrift 

. Chrilt is of no ufe, no benefit, no advantage to you,' no more than if he had never been. And indeed, as 
one obferves upon the place, “ W hoever is but for an half Chrift in this bufinefs, lofes all of Chrift.” 
Secondly, he tells them, that if they will have any thing of their own to bear a (hare with Chrift in the 
matter of their lalvation, they are debtors to do the •wholelavs. If they will have their obedience to the law, to have any (hare in their acceptation with God, then they mull keep the whole law, for elfe all were no- thing- ’ Pis a great (peeeh of a learned interpreter 
upon thefe words; “ Whoever, fays he, is a debtor to do the whole law can never efcape death, becaufe 
he will always remain under guilt; for no one will ever be found, who will be able to fulfil or fatisfy the law, fuch an obligation therefore is the certain dam- 
nation of the man that lies under it.” Thus you fee-, there muft be nothing elfe of our own joined with Chrift in the matter of -our righteoulhefs and juftifi- 
cation with God ; but our faith muft cleave fingiy and 

U nakedly to Chrift alone ; the truth is, Christ’s righ-1 

I teoufnefs alone is fufficient to fave and juitify the H worft of finners ; ’ Pis the right eoufinejs of God. ; Cor,. 
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V. 21. artct the righteoufr.efs of the la<m, Rom. viii. 3. 
A righteoufhei's eiy;Fy way adequate aftd commenfu- rate to the "ftiidteft demands of law and juflice; a righteoafnefs as long, as broad, as deep, as high as 
the fin and guilt of the molt fcarlet, crimfen fmners 
can be; and why fhoakl any think of joining any thing therewith ? Truly, f© do, is to refleft great difiionour upon it, and upon the wifdom and grace 
of God, in ordering it for our juftification and falva- tion. And as we muft join nothing with Chrift in the matter of righteoufnefs and du^fication, fo neither muff we join any thing juth him in the matter of our fan&ification and ho^ efsj We Ihpuld look for no 
grace, no holinefs btpvvhat comes from him, and is wrought in us by him : Nor indeed will God own 
any thing for grace and holinefs in us^at lad that ^does not coqie Fi om him. In all'reipefls therefore, ^ 
let the language of your fouls be, O none but Chrityjl none hut Chrift. 4. Be fure that you chufe Chriff, and embrace him 
as your reft and happinels ; and not only as one tnat is to bring you unto reft and happinefs. Chrift, my beloved, is not only the way and means to bring men Unto happinefs, but he alfo is hi one if their happi- , 

. i>efs ; and as fuch he is tendered to us, and (hould be ; thofen an<J embraced by us : I am the way, the truth 
ivjj the life, (fays he) phtr xiv. 1 6. that is, as one tHotfes upon it, I am the beginning, the progrets and herb aion of a Chrillian’s happinefs. Sure 1 am, as 
Chrift, confidered as the way, is the means, 'and ' what leads us unto happinefs ; fo Chrift, confidered 
as the life, is hirnfelf our happinefs, our fupre ne hap- 
pinefs: and indeed, we cometo Clvrilt as the life, by 
Chrift as the way. Sweet is that faying which t have read in one of the antients on this place ; “ We thy people (fayvs he, (peaking to Chrift) do come by thee, ■to thee, becdlife thou art the way, the truth, and the life ; the way in thy example, the truth in thy piomife! the life in the reward. / am the nvay, the \ 
truth and the life, i. e. as another expounds it, “ I 
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am the only right way. the fupretne truth, the true life, the bleiTed life, the uncreated life.” 'And. fnit- ’ 
able hereunto \s Calvin's obfervatign upon thefe words, “ I'he fum (fays he) ef thisfentence is this, he, who- ever he be, that obtains and poflefl’esChrift, can want nothing. Whoever therefore is notconteut with him 
alone, afpires after fomething beyond' the ultimate and higheli perfection;” And then fee concludes thus j 
“ If any one turns afiJe from Chrift, he can do no* thing but err ; if any One does not reft in him, he c Hew here feeds open nothing bat wind and vanity : 
If any one makes ont after any thing beyond him, he will find death inltead o/ life.” O there are infinite beauties, delights, and perfections in Chritl, whereby 
he is able to fill and iamfy-us, and make us happy. And for my own part, as I de-fire never to be'happy, 
ii Chrift be not able to bring me to happinefs, io l defire no better or greater happinefs than what Chrilt is or can be to me. O there is all in him, all to filL^H 
all to comfort, all to delight and raviflt, all to tolace\-|•: and fatisfy the largeft (acuities of eternal fouls. “May I have but Chrift, (fays Rutherford) I foal] think my- 
felf as well beavtn’d as any whatever,” Truly he, and he alone, is centrum quiciativavi, ns the fohools fpeak, the quieting, refting center of the foul. And 
fo the pfaJmift tells us, Pfal. cx\\. q, Indeed, he hi his prefence, and our enjoyment of him, is heaven and happinefs. ’Tis the higheft happinefs which Chrift piomifes his people hue, John xiv. 21. and ’tis 
the higheft happinefs which his people reckon upon, or hope for hereafter, Phil. i. 23. Anfwerable where- unto is the obfervation of one upon thofe words , of Chrift to the thief upon the crofs, Lukexxn. 43. This 
day thou Jbalt he with me inparadife. With me ! (fays he) O wonderful goodnefs ! he does not ftmply fay, thou fhalt be in paradife, or thou foalt.be with an- gels, hut thou lhalt be with me, thou llialt be fatif- fied with him whom thou defireft.” Thus Chrift is the reft and fupreme happinefs of fouls'; and accord- , ingly our faith foould chufe and embrace him. 1 will 
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not fay, there is not true faith, where the foul does not come up to fuch a choice of Chrift as this ; but 
this Til fay, that though faith at firft may not thus 
chufe Chrid, yet afterwards, as it grows up more tq- wards perfection, it does come to chufe Chrift under this notion: And the more diftinft it is in chufmg Chrift, as the fupreme reft and happinefs of the foul, 
the more complete and perfect it is. Faith’s language to Chrift, when come to any maturity, is fuch as this; Lord, as all my life is in thy death, all my heal- 

^ ing in thy wounds, all my righteoufnefs in thy obe- | dience ; fo all my bappinefs in thy prefence, all my J heaven in the bo!om and embraces ot thy love; Nor 
ifive 1 any in keavcn but thct, neither is there an) upon earth that l defire befidcs thee, Pfal. bexiii 25. O, thus chufe Chrift ? chufe him as the reft, the folace, the happinefs of your fouls, and never think of any 
thing elle to be the leaft part of your happinefs bc> P (ides Chrift. .. . 

5. Be fu: e that you chufe and embrace Chrift with his crofs, and not only Chrift with his crown ; Ghrift crucified, as well as Chi ift glorified ; Chrift upon 
tUTils r.f fuffering for him, as well as reigning with him he calling thereunto. Thus alfo Chrift tenders 
hirafclf unto us, and thus ntuft he be chofett and em- braced by us, Matth. xri. 24. If any nan •trill come after me, let him deny bimfelf, take np_ his crofs and follow me: And Luke xiv. 27. IVbofcever does not 
bear his crofs and tome after me, cannot be my difciple. 
Some are for Chrift and his crown, ‘but they (tick at his crofs • they are for a reigning Chrift but not for 
a perfecuted Chrift ; but, my beloved, if you would fo chufe him as to be married to him, you muft 
ehufe him as upon the crofs crucified as well as upon the throne glorified ; the meaning is, you muft chufe him »ith a firm refolution to fufter for him, if he calls you thereunto; you muft chafe him as one p?r- fecuted and diftrelfed on earth, as well as one digni- 
fied and glorified in heaven : In a word, you intift 
chufe him for better, for worfe, in all eftates and 
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conditions, with all his inconveniences, as well as his 
privileges; with his poverty, his imprifonments, his reproaches, his deaths, his dangers, his confh£ts, and the like ; that, is to fay, you mult chufe him with a willing refolution of mind to undergo all this at his call, and for his lake ; and this indeed is to clofe with liim in his own way, and upon his own terms. Chriil’s 
language to the foul, in the tender of himfelf to him, is luch as this: Soul, 1 am willing to be efpoufed to 
thee, 1 am willing to beftow myfelf, with all my riches and fulnefs upon-theej but if thou wilt have 
me and thefe, thou muft be content to fuifer for me, to be reproached, to be perfecuted, to be imprifoned ; yea, to be killed all the. day long for me, when 1 pleafe to call thee thereunto. And indeed faith, when right, clofes with him npon theie terms; content, fays the foul, being a<ft?d by a true- fpirit of faith, Chrift upon any terms that he thinks fit. Chriif with 

d| the crois, Chrrll with reproach^ with imprifonmem, . ™ with death, with"whatever he pleafes, rather thaikJjj go without him. And indeed we need not be feared jefP and terrified at the crofs; for there is no crofs fa \ ' bitter, as Chrilt is fweet; there is nothing we can 
fuffer for Chriit, that is worthy to be compared with ‘ the g’ory we ihall have in Chriit, and with Chriit : ' Be fifes, Chrift is worthy to be fuffered for, an<l therefore welcome Chrift. and welcome his crofs too. Truly, i»y; beloved, Chrilt’s ctofs is fweet, very fweet, as he makes it : That tweet fmell’d and per- fum d dvofs bf Chrift, fays one, is accompanied with fWeet .refrelhnents, with the kifles of a king, with 
the joy of the Holy Ghoft; therefore-1’carr not at it, but chafe him with his- era ’s us well as his crown. 

6. Be lure that you .chufe Chrift often, and think it net one (angle act or. work only to dm!e .and em- 
’ brace him. If you would indeed make lure of’ Chrift, „ and an efpoufal to him,* you Ihould efcrtuo him and 

' embrace him anew every day. We-are apt to look upon me work of chufmg and embracing Chrift, as one nngte'a£t oi' AVork o;iiy ; but, my beloved., ’tis a 



syb The Sep Match; 
work that fhould be often repeated ; by often repeat- 
ing oY it, \ye llioulii grow more found, more ftrpng, more diiiind'in it: As a fecohd edition correfts the 
errors of the firll, fo after-a<Ss of believing in this kind, do fupply the defeats of the firft acl •. Indeed, 
my advice to you is, that you would make as much confcience of chiding and embracing Christ afreih e- very day, as of praying every day, efpecially if you be either young beginners in believing, or old belie- vers under clouds and darknefs. St Paul made frcfir choices of Chrift to the very laft, Phil. hi. 8, 9. And :tis the duty of them that do believe, to believe : 
Thefe things ‘write / unto you, fays St John that be- 
lieve on the na?ne of the Son of God, that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God, 1 John v. 13. They 1 
did believe, and he would have them to believe afrelh i| every day; and fo would 1 have you do, every day ' renew the firft great aft of faith in your clofnig with J 
Chrift, fo Ihall every day be a day of efpoufuis be- 'W 

:■ tween Chrift and you; and lb by degrees fliall you i come to the fenfe and comfort of this efpoufal. I have read of fome who never came to a fight and | 
fenfe of their union with Chrift, till they took this courfe. Thus l have now fhewn you the way how you may come to be efpoufed to Chrift, as well as 
v.hat an Hulband he is, . what great things he' does for his fpoufes, and how much his heart is let upon 
an efpouial with linners. Now, will you take this courfe? Or lltair all be loft with you ? Pblfibly the whole will have a different effeft upon thole that read 
or hear thefe things: So.ne, 1 hops, will be won and p-ained to Chrift by. them; others, 1 fear, will rejeft and defpife all, and that either out of a fpirit of pro- phanenefs, or infenfibility off their need of, or con- 
cernedneis in thefe things. If any foul Ih.dl rejeft- 
them out of a fpirit of propharenefs, 1 would lay to inch a foul, ns Salomon Us the fcorner, Prov. ix. 1 2. if thou fcorneji, thou alone. Jhalt bear it; thou alone 
ihait bear all thy fins, and all the wrath and venge- 
ance of God due to them: if any Ihall rejtft thefe 
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things out of a fpirit of infenfibility of their need of and concern in them,- their cafe is the rnore’to be 
pitied ; for the more infenlible they are of their mi- fery without Chrift, the greater is that mifery of theirs. “ What more miferable fays Aujl'rn, than “ for a miferabl^ man not to commiferate himfelf ?” Others, it may be, hand doubting and trembling, 
daring neither to re}e<3, nor yet to embrace : Not to rejeift, becaufe their need of Chrift is fo great, the worth of Chrift fo eminent, and the guilt of reje&ion 
of Chrift fo black ; nor yet embrace becaufe their fins are fo many and their unworthirtefs fo great. To fuch I would, fay, ceafe thy trembling, and delay thy clofing. with Chrift no,longer ; it has been thy 
fin, let it be thy flrume and forrow that thou haft ne- gleded andrefufed Chrirt fo long,- faying with /fujiin, 
“ I have, loved thee too late. O, thou fo ancient arid yet fo new a beauty ; l have loved thee too late.’*: And for encouragement, I would fay to thee as the 
fervant did to his Lord upon fuch an qccafton as this,. Luke iiv. 22. Lord it is done as thou hajl commandid* 
and yet th'e re is room. Tho’ many fmners, and greht dinners have been received to mercy, yet ftill there is 
room for thee, and for all that have a mind to Chrift : there is a room in Chrift’s heart, there is a room in Chrift’s arms, there is room in his covenant, there is 
rcdm in his kingdom, there is room upon his throne with his father for thee: but if yet any th*H rejetft this offer of love, and perfift fo to do, fuch will at haft find there is room in hell, room in the rnfernai pit, room in the place of torment for them : Therefore as 
life and death are once more fet before you, fo I be- feech yOu to. chufe life, and Trot death that you may live for ever. 

0k 
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CHAP. xr. 
Being a contemplation of the infinite love and condefcen- 

fion of Chrijl to fouls ; and the unfpeakable comfort and happinefs of believers in this fweet efpoufal. 
IN the view of all that has been hitherto declared we may well take up an admiring contemplation 
of Chrift’s love and condefcenfion, and believers com- fort and happinefs; the one and the other being ex- ceeding great and glorious. O! for Chrift to marry 
poor fouls to himfelf, and for poor fouls to be mar- 
ried to Chrift, how great is the love of the one, and 
the happinefs of the other herein. i. How great is the love and. condefcenfion of Chrift in marrying fouls to himfelf! Next to his be- 

1 coming man, and dying for them ; Wherein can he 7 teftify greater love and condefcenfton to them than in - this ? There are, among many others that might be 
s.v*. ^mentioned, that will argue his love and condefcen- - ’ fion herein to be wonderful and glorious, two things; 
, ©ne is the infinite difparity and dilproportiun between ’the parties Him and them; the other is the unfpeak- able neafnefs and glorioufnefs of that union and re- lation which he takes them unto with himfelf: Both which 1 defire you to contemplate. | i. Contemplate the infinite difparity and difpro- 1 portion between him and them. What proportion is | there between a king and a beggar? What propor- 

tion is there between an ant and an angel? Yea, be- tween the fmalleft worm, and ail the angels in hea- 
ven ? Infinitely lefs proportion is there between Chrift and finners-; and yet he efpoufes them to himfelf. ‘ Whatlhall I fay ? He is both high and great, wc are 
bafe and vile; he is bleilfd and glorious, we are wretched and defpifabie ; he is a great king,, wr are 
poor ftaves and vaffils, yea, the worft of {l ives and v ifials, being the fl.tves and vaftals of fin .md fat mb. And to fum up all in a few wo'rds; he is God, and we are creatures ; yea, he is an infinitely' pare and 
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f lioly GcJ, and we are unfpeakably impure and un- holy creatures: O how great is the difproportion ! and yet he marries us to himfelf. What proportion is there between God and the creature ? The creature at the beft is but a fmall drop of being, but God is 

mart effendi, a fea, a fountain, an ocean of being : 
The creature is, and has but a little good; but, Deut tjl lenum infinitiffhhe infinitum, as Bradwardin fpeaks of him, “ God is a molt infinitely infinite good.” The ; creature is a depending thing; the being of the 
creature is 3 depending being, the very nature of the i creature lies much in dependance: but God is an ab* 
folate and independent being, he being of himfelf and from himfelf : Indeed, all sthemthings are ef him, and 
from him, and t« him, as the leripture fpeaks. Now for , God to marry the creature, and efpoufe the creature to 
himfelf, O, wha:love, whatcondefcenfion is this! and yet greater lovethan this does Chrift fhevv For what prop01 tion is there l>etween an infinitely holy God, and 
uuiyerfaliy fmful, defiled, and polluted creatures ? The da'tauce between God and us, as we are creatures, U 

1 great; but the diftance between the infinitely holy God andus, as finuers, is in fome fort unfpeakabiy greater. ' *1 is our duty, and flionld be our joy to know and keep our creature-diftance with God ; we Ihould re- 
joice to think that God is fo infinitely above us ; but ’tis our mifery, and welhould tremble to think of our i finful diftance from God, that diltance 1 mean that fin is, and has caufed between God and us. Now for a 
holy God to efpoufe finful creatures 10 himfelf; yea, for a God fo infinitely holy, to efpoufe fouls who are 
fo utterly finful to himfelf, as the belt, of us all by nature are; this is greater love and condefcenfion 
Rill. “ O, wonderful commerce ! (fays one of the ancients, fpeaking of Chrift’s dying for his people) . the king dies for the fervant, God for man, the Crea- , tor for the creature, the innocent for the guilty.” The like 1 may fay here ; O wonderful condefcen- 1 fion ! the king marries a llave, God the Creator, the pure and holy One, polluted and defiled finaers- 
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True indeed, he makes them faints by and upoa mar- rying of them ; but he finds them Tinners when hJ firft makes it a time of iove to them: O, adore dits 
love, this condefcenfion! 

2. Contemplate the unfpeakable nearnefs and glorioufnefs of that union and relation which he takes them into with himfelf: as the di'^ance and dif- 
proponkm between the parties is infititely great, fo the union and relation he takes them into, is very 
near and glorious. The union between the vine and the branches is near ; the union and relation between 
the head and the members is near ; the union and relation between the hulbanj and wife is near; but 
all thefe are but (h tdow, and representations of that union, and relation which Chrift takes believers into >vith himfelf, which mud therefore be nearer and greater than afli ’Tis indeed (as upon .occafion has been before deehired) next for intimacy and glory, to the eflcn.tial and perfonai union; yea, it comes fo 
near the higheft union of all, the union that is be- 
tween the Father and the Son, as that it is fet forth in icripture* by the fame exprefli >ns, that that union- is, tvs. by ~hting and dwelling in each other. Yea,. Chrilt himfeIf Teems to bring it fo near that greit u- nion, as that he makes that the pattern of it, and 
accordingly prays for it for his people, John xvii. 21. Is either prny I for ikefe alone, but them alfo which Jhall believe on me through their word that they alp may he one, as thou Father art in me, and I in tlee, that they 
alfo may be one in tit. Pray mark, he prays fora he accomplifh nent of his union for them, as the top and 
perfe<aion of all their happinefs ; and not only f», but as that which comes as near the great union be- 
tween the Father and himfelf, as can well be conceiv- ed. ' ’ Pis a fweet faying which one of the ancients 
has upon thete words of Chrift, “ What more glori- 
ous, fays he, than this union? What further pr- 
higher, poor foul, can’ll thou either have, or delite to have, than this, thou (halt be one with thy bride-, 
groom ? O happy, exceeding happy, yea, of all o- 



tlurs moft happy unioa!” In a word, nearer then this creature can’t well be taken into Chrift, nor can 
they have a greater glory put upon the&». than there is put upon them in their being taken into tVvps union and relation to him. How great therefore muft tlie love and condefeenfion of Chrift herein to believen be! O, for him to take fuch fo near himfelf, as to make them one with him, to lay themeun his bofom, to communicate himfelf to them ! This is love indeed, and this.we (hould contemplate and admire. 

m'2. How great is the comfort and happinefs of be- lievers, in being thus marriedand efpoufedto Chrift! 
we fay of fuch omucIi a woman that is well marri- ed, that (he is well difpofed of, and is very happy in an hufband. But, O foul, how WetLart thou difpof- ed of, who art difpofed of to Chrift f'fAnd how hap- 

S^py art thou in a hulband, wlio art married to him ?■ jjjfWhaf, foul, married to Jefus, to ivveet JeftUj to love- ly Jems, to Jefus the Son of God ! O, what iweet 
what ftrong corifolatron may this be to thee ! and how ihould it fill thy heart with holy triumph and exaltation for ever: This alone may comfort thee in 
all difficulties and troubles of life, and in all the con- flifh and agonies of death. Caft thine eye back on the nature of this efpoufal, and what an hufband Chrift is, and what great, things he does for his fpou- fes, as the one and the other of them has been de- 
clared ; and then judge of thine own happinefs, in being taken into this relation to him In Cant. vi. 9. ’tis faid concerning the fpoufe of Chrift, That the daughters fa<w her, and hleffed her, yea. the queens and the cmcubines, and they praifed her : They look’d u- pon her to .be the moft happy on earth. And truly, foul, when I look upon thee as the fpoufe of Chrift, 
1 can’t but in like manner blefs and praife thee; and thou thyfelf may’ft well blefs thyfelf, and fay, blef- 
fed be the day that ever I was born, b'efTed be the womb that bare me, and blefled be the paps that gave me fuck! but yet to raife this comfort and haps- 
plaei’s of thine a little higher, that thou mayeft re- 
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joice in thy lot, the lines being fallen to thee in plea* || fant places; Confider three things : I. Confidcr; That this relation of thine to Chrift, j| 
gives thee a full intereft in him, and all that is his. || 
'Thi* Lhe fpoule much gloried and rejoiced in, as her I riown and happinefs, therefore (he is frequently up j with it in a way of holy boafting; My beloved it [ mint, and I am hit, Cant. ii. 16. And again, I am 
my beloved't, and my beloved it mine, Ciiap. vi. 3. Being efpoufed to Chrift, Chrift is thine; and Chrill I 
being thine, his blood is thine, his rightoufnefs is |j 
thine, his love is thine, his fahieik is thine : the fnut | of all his fufferings^lthe vimife||f all his offices, the fweetnefs of nil hiKiteiations is thine. Chriil being thine, all is thine, all the pro miles are thine, all the ordinances arshine, life is thine, death is thine, li 
time is thineBternity is thine, things prefent are lj| thine, things to come are thine, 1 iii. 22. t>, s:j| 
what a goodly heritage haft thou, and how thould jj thy foul btefs the Lord, that ever he drew thee into I this union and relation to him ? What a fpring of ■comfort may this be to thee in all conditions ? Fear J not, for thou foe It not be afhamed : Why? For thy | Maker it thy huthand, Ifa, liv. 4, 5. The truth is, 
tho’ poffibiy thou mayeft have little of this world, yet in having Chrift, thou haft all thou needeft, and ; 
art capable of to make thee happy for ever. U. Con fide r ; That this union and relation of j 
thine to Chrift, remains firm and ftedfaft for ever, i And O, what Iweetnefs does this add unto it! True, may the foul fay, this relation is a bleffed relation, and full of fweetnefs and comfort: But will it hoi J ? I 
Yea, it will hold, and that for ever. The beft com- forts thou enjoyeft here below, will (hortly hAve a 
per iod ; and the fweeteft reht ons thou ftandeft in hpre, will after a while be diffolved and broken.; but 
thy union and relation to Chrift, will laft for ever, that can never be diffolvcJ ; Fnuiit betroth thee nutt-Vik 
jne, fays God, yea, i out11 betroth thee unto me : But, - J Lord, for how long? (may the foul fay) Why, for j 
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tvtr, fays God, Hef. ii. 19. O that word, for ever# 
this puts an infinite fweetnefs into this relation qf thine. This one word, for over, (as one obferves up- on this place) makes a miferj, (tbo’ but fmall in itfelf) an infinite roifery; and a mercy^ tho’ but fmall in it fell) 
even an infinite mercy. How much more does it make that which in itielf is fo great, as thy upion and 
efpoufal to Chrift is, fweet and defineable ? O but, fays the foul, never was there fuch a wretch 
as I am ; never did any carry it towards Chrift as 1 do : True he has made love to me, and I have fome hopes that I have clofed up with him in a marriage- 
covenant ; but alas, never was there fuch a rebellious, revolting, backfliding heart as mine is : I am ever playing the harlot, and going a\yrboring from him; by means of which, 1 fear he will|hreak union and 

| communion with me, and.at laft caft me oiF. 1 an- ^Xwer, truly foul, this is very fad, and thou fhouldeft 
ly low in the duft in the fenfe of it; yet toet;courage ihee againft thy fears, confider three things. 

1. Confider, That Chrift is not foreward to take 
advantage againft fouls for their failing and breaking with him : He is notfrjfl to vi-ark n^kat is done anitfs, 
Plal. xxx. 3. Be is not prone to caft oft', .and t» put emvaj; no, ’tis what he hates, Mai. ii. 1.6. True, he ,may, and many times does withdraw from us, and 

-frown upon us, but putting away he loves not; yea, he pities and fpares us under our infirmities, and his 
bowels are moved for us. 

2. Confjder ; That be&ne ever Chrift made love to thee, and took thee into this relation with himfelf, he knew perfefUy what manner of one thou wouldtft be, and how thou wouldft,carry rt towards him; and 
yet all could not hinder him from fljewing this favour to thee : Why then fhijujdft thou think it would caufe 

. him to break with thee now ? The foul may be apt to »ay, did Chrift think f .would be fuch a wretch, that 
I would fo grieve him, f0 offend him, that I would I carry ,t f0 unworthily towards him, under all his 
ove as I do i Yea, foul, Chrift thought it, he knew 



faid, That God knew what Ifrael would do before- 
hand; So Chrift knew before hand how thou wouldft 
flight his love, grieve his ipirit, violate his laws; he knew how thou wouldft offend and affront him by a 
proud, vain, wanton behaviour before him ; he knew how thou wouldft backflide, and go a whoring from 
him ; and had he not feen and known that he had 
love enough, and bowels enough to cover and pafs by ail, he would never have made love to thee. Hence, 
when \\t hetroths, 4ie is faid'to doit in judgment, Hof. ii. 19. Chrift knew what he did, and what an one he married, when he married thee to him himfetf. And as all could not hinder his love at firft, io neither fhall 
it take of his lovelorn thee now. 

3. ConfrderrThat thou mayeft have many failings and mifcarriages, be guilty of many breakings with| 
Chrift, and departures from him ; and yet the n>ar|® »iage covenant between him and ihee not be broken. 
A woman may be guilty of many failings and mifcar- jiages, many defe<Ss and mifdemeanofs. and yet all not break the marriage covenant between her hufband 
and her. And fo here, O how fweet is that fcrip- 
ture ! Pfal. Ixxjtix. 30, 21, 31, 33. 34- If his children 
forfeit n/y law,-and walk not in n/y judgments. If they break' my fatuies, and keep not my commandments : Then will l vift their tranjgref.ops with a rod and 
their iniquity with fir ipes. And what follows ? Never- thelefs, fays he, m\ loving kir.dnefs will J not utterly 
take from him, nor fufer my fait h/nlnefi to fail Tny covenant n il! 1 not break; nor alter the thing that ,s 
gone out of my lips. Pray mark, Chrift's people may fin, and lift gready, apd he may fharply chaftife them 
for their fins ; yea, he may feem to take away his loving kindnefs from them, and may really for a time impend the influences and manifeftations thereof; 
but his covenant love and taithfulnefs to them, that 
remains firm and ffedfaft to them for ever, notwith- flandiug all. So again, 7^r-1 ■ 14- Thcugh-tnou 
iafi play'd the harlot with many levers,yet return again 
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but then all teart /hall be wiped of from ikihe eye!. 

Now thou art in death's offer, as the apollle was, but jf 
then there ftiall be no naore death. Now thoo art full of fofrow, thy days are /pent in grief, and thy years in fighing; but then there fhall be no more Jcrrow, for- ' row and fighing fliall both fly away for ever. Now 
thou art full of pains ; yea, as the holy prophet of old complained, thou art pained at^ the very heart; in , 

- the fenfe of thy own afflictions, and in the fenle of 
the Church’s aflli&ions ; in the fenfe of thine own | fins, and in the fenfe of the world’s fins, thou art' pain’d at the very heart, but Wen there fhall be 
more pain. Now, Thou ftrwef in tears, but then, thou '<1 fhalt reap in Jey: Now, theu-goejl forth weeping, yet ■ • bearing precious feed, then thou Jbalt return rejoicing, n bringing thy foe eves with thee: Now thou art in a * ftnrm, a ftorm of affliction, a ftorni of temptation, a 
ftorm of perfecution ; thou art a fitted toffed with tem~ 1 pefs. and not comforted, it may be as the church j l fome times was, If a. liv. 11. But then he will make I 

hlhy form a calm, and fo bring thee unto thy etefred 1 
f^haven, to allude to that, Pfat. cvii. 30. Now the l 

devil and his meffengers are befetting of thee, amj^f wilfgive thee no reft; then they fhall all be troVlJn 
under foot, and thyfoul fhall ait one eternal triumUj. over them f faying, as fhe of old in her fong clid, 
my foul thou haf troden down frength. 

2. Then Chrift will turn all thy blaclenefs into beauty/ all thy finful deformity into perfed purity and holinefs for ever ; and this is much more fwcet 
than the former. Alas, fays the foul, turn my wa- ter into wine ! true that is fweet; but there is that 
which lies heavier upon me than all the troubles and 
afflictions'in t’ world; and-that is my tinful blacks nefs and deformity. O, this ftained polluted, detiled 
nature of mine! this fountain of fln and enmitv1 a- 
gainft God, that is within ! This is that which is the burden too heavy for me to bear. Well; for t hy com* ' 
fort know, that thy bufband.fweet jefus, will co>he; 
and when he comes, he will turn thy biackncik into 
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: beauty, thy fm ir?to holiucfs ; tiien he nuill [anEfipf 
I thee, and cleanfe thfe, that he may prefent thee to hirn- . jelf a glorious fpotlfe, not having fpot or nurink'e, or- 

any fuch thing, fcph. v. 2A. 27. Poor foul, thou hail now aiany ftains, many fpots, and thofe fuch as thou 
' art apt fometimes to think are not the fpots of God’s 

children, but then all thefe fpots fnall be wiped out, 
' and thou (halt b« without fpots; yea, thou (halt not p only be without ^pot, but without wrinkle too; ' 

I There may be wrinkles where there may be no fpots, and thefe are blemilhes. O, but then thou lhalt have neither fpot nor wrink'te ; thou (halt be perfedly freed 
, / from lefler, as' well as greater fins; yea, thou (halt > have neither fpot nor wrinkle, nor any fuch thing; 

; pothing that looks like fin, nothing that thou can’ll jp 1’uppofe to be in the lead bleruilh or defefl; there 
Z1 lhall not be the lead print or footllep of the old 4Ja?n 

II , (as one fpeaks upon the place) left in thee, or upon thee, but thou (halt be altogether holy and without blemilh; Chrid will then perfe&ly fill thee with his 
own fpirit, beautify thee with.his own image, declfcj 

| L/thee with his own ornament, enamel and irradiate 
thee with his own glory; for then he will make thee v "ftve himfelf, both in holinefs and Happinefs, i -John 
ii. 2. Poor foul ! now thou art groaning under a body of fin and death, under the unclean motions 
of fin, the impure ladings of the tlefii, the curfed im- ’* * ] pofiug.s of a bale, vile, unbelieving heart, that is im- pofing upon thee in every duty, every condition, in 

l< every relation. Now thou art pedered with the fpringings, buddings, bloflbmings, and ebullitions of 
lud and corruption within thee;, but when fweet Jefus comes, there (hall be an end of all this. Chrid _ he overlooks all this now. but then he will do it all 

V?'*w’ay, and thou- lhalt ihine with the perfection of beauty. 
3. 1 hen Chrid will folenmiy prefent thee.to bis ' f ather as hi., fpoufc, in the. pretence of all h s holy 

jjjf'*. Angels: And O, how glorious and jp\ Ij^ dvill this fc. ? In Geu., xxiv. 67. wc read, that ijai£ took 
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piGt between Chrift and the Jbul completed ; ■BPangels will greatly rejoice, a? being friends both to the bridegroom "and bride, and as partaking with them in the marrirf^l fupper ; and thou thyfglf will greatly rejoice, in that now thy hap- 
pinefs is confumiiuted, and that thou flialt for ever 
ly in the bofoni and embraces of t^y hufband’s love. . O, how fweef, how glorious will this be ! 

Vi;.1 4. Then Chrift wilLfead thee into the bride-cham- •' ber, the manfioj^^M» prepared for thee in the Fa- 
ther’s houfc, ^re thou fhalt dwell forever in his 
preftiice, and 3owfi eternally with him and his^ ■, Father at the marriage-fea#fc An^O, how.f'veS*’ 
and glorious will this be ! beiqg tlR beautified and 

L '- prefented, to the Father, what now remains for thee, but to enter upon thy lot with all the fafnts,_and to pOftefs the jointure Chrift made thee in the'day of [ thiue efpouial to him, even eternal life and glory with lirafelf for ever! What now remains for thee, but to 
,t the full views of his glory, the full vifions 

a ' of ms face, the full enjoyment of his prefence, the t sfull embraces of his bofom, the full incomes of his 
JVre> and all for ever ? Here in the day of efpoufal th'gi had ft had forhe views of him, thou haft feen his 
hack parts •, but then thou fhalt behold kis glory for 

’ ever, xvju 24. Here thou h'ttjbjeen him through a glafs darkly; but then thou Jhalt fee him face to face, .A thy vifioUs of hkn fhall be both full and immediate, 
1 Cor. xiii. 12.' Here there have been feme mtercourf- 
es of love and delight kept up between him and thee, |r thou haft had fome of the kifles of his mouth, feme embrace? in his bofotn, but then thou ihalt have thy 

:V; fill of his-.love, being fweetly, immerft and (wallowed ttp in tlie ocean of it fqr ever : O, how fweet will this 
be y When-Chrift and thy foul have met in an ordi- nance, how often hall them faid with Peter, ’’Titgood’ 

, ts he here? And when he has given thee now and then -a Jittle tafte of his love, how haft thou been ravifl.od 
' v-ith it, crying out with the fponfe, thy love is better than. 

\ but O, what will it be to enjoy all this in its 






