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TO HIS GRACE 

JOHN 

Duke of Bedford, Marquis of Taviftock, 
Earl of Bedford, Baron Ruffell of 
Thornhaugh, and Baron Howland of 
Streatham j 

One of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries 
of State, and Lord-Lieutenant and 
Cuftos Rotulorum of the County of 
Bedford. 

Mr LORD, 
THE following narrative of a very Angular naval atchievement is addreffed to your 
Grace, both on account of the infinite obli- 
gations which the Commander in Chief, at all 
times, profeffes to have received from your 
friendfhip j and alfo, as the fubjett itfelf natu- 
rally claims the patronage of one under whofe direction the Britilh navy has refumed its ancient 
fpirit and luftre, and has in one fummer enno- 
bled itfelf by two vi&ories, the moft decifive, 
and (if the llrength and number of the captures 
be confidered) the moll important that are to be 
met with in our annals. Indeed, an uninter- 
rupted feries of fuccefs, and a manifeft fuperio- rity gained univerfally over the enemy, both in 
commerce and glory, feem to be the necelTary 
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effefls of a revival of ftri£l: difcipline, and of aa 
unbiafled regard to merit and fervice. Thefe 
are marks that muft diftinguifh the happy period 
of time in which your Grac£ prefided, and af- 
ford us a fitter fubjeft for hiftory, than for an 
addrefs of this nature. Very fignal advantages 
of rank and difthnSHon, obtained and fecured to 
the naval profeffion by your Grace’s aufpicious 
influence, will remain a lafting monument of 
your unwearipd zeal and attachment to it, and 
be for ever remembered with the higheft grati- 
tude by all who fhall be employed in it. As 
thefe were the generous rewards of paft exploits, 
they will be likewife the nobleft incentives, and 
lurefl pledges.of the future. That your Grace’* 
eminent talents, magnanimity, and difinterefted 
zeal, whence the public has already reaped fuch 
fignal benefits, may in all times prove equally 
fuccefsful in advancing the profpjecity of GieaJi 
Britain, is the ardent wifit of, 

My LORD, 

Your Grace’s- 

Moft obedient, 

Moft devoted. 

AND 
Moft humble fervanf. 

RICHARD WALTER. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
AS the plates in the quarto edition are 

too numerous and large to be folded in 
a Imall volume, it has been thought proper to 
leave them out : the track of the Centurion 
round the world, as being the moll nfcful, is re- 
tained. But the reader is defired to take notice, 
that the references to all the plates are conti- 
nued in this edition ; as complete fets of theijji 
arc fold at 7 fbUlmgs in boards. 







INTRODUCTION. 

NOtwithftanding the gfeat improvement of navigation within the laft two cen- 
turies, a voyage round the world is ftill con- 
sidered as an enterprize of fo verySingular a 
nature, that the public have never failed to be 
extremely inquifitive about the various acci- 
dents and turns of fortune with which this Un- common attempt is generally attended : and 
though the amufement expeared in thefe nar- 
rations is doubtlefs one great fource of that cu- riofity with the bulk of readers, yet the move 
intelligent part of mankindjiave always agreed, 
that, from accounts of this nature, if faith- 
fully executed, the more important purpofes ■of navigation, commerce, and national inte- 
reft, may be greatly promotedfor every au- 
thentic defcription of foreign coafts and coun- 
tries will contribute to one or more of thefe great ends., in proportion to the wealth, 
wants, or commodities of thofe countries, and our ignorance of thofe coafts. And therefore 
a voyage round the world promifes a fpecies of 
information of all others the moft defirable 
and intereftiftg, fince great part of it is per- 
formed in Teas with which we are as yet but 
very imperfe&Jy acquainted, and in the neigh- 
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bourhood of a country renowned for the abun- 
dance of its wealth, though it is at the fame 
time ftigmatized for its poverty in the necefla- 
ries and conveniencies of a civilized life. 

Thefe confiderations have occafioned the 
compiling the enfuing work; which, in gra- 
tifying the inquifitive difpofition of mankind, 
and contributing to the fafety and fuccefs of 
future navigators, and to the extenfion of our 
commerce and power, may doubtlefs vie with 
any narration of this kind hitherto made pu- 
blic : fince, as to the firft -of thefe heads, it 
may well be fuppofed, that the general curiofi- 
ty hath been Itrongly excited by the circum- 
ftances of this undertaking already known to 
the world. For whether we confider the force 
of the fquadron fent on this fervice, or the di- 
verfified diftrefles that each fingle ftip was fe- 
parately involved in, or the uncommon inftan- 
ces of varying fortune, which attended the ■whole enterprize; each of thefe articles, I 
conceive, mull, from its rude, well-known 
out-lines, appear worthy of a completer and 
more finifhed delineation. And if this be 
allowed with refpett to the narrative part of the 
work, there can be no doubt about the more 
ufeful and inftru&ive parts, which are almoft 
every where interwoven with it : for I can ven- 
ture to affirm, without fear of being contra- 
difted on a comparifon, that no voyage hither- 
to publiffied furniffies fuch a number of views 
of land, foundings, draughts of roads and 
ports, charts, and other materials for the im- provement of geography and navigation, as are 
contained in the enfuing volumes ; which are 
the more valuable too, as the greateft part of them relate to fuch iflands or coafts as have been hitherto not at all, or erroneoully, defcri- 
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bed, and where the want of fufficient and au- 
thentic information might occafion future en~ 
terprizes to prove abortive, perhaps with the 
deftru£tion of the {hips and men employed 
therein. 

And befides the number and choice of thefe 
marine drawings and defcriptions, there is an- 
other very eflential circumitance belonging to 
them, which much enhances their worth, and 
that is the great accuracy with which they were 
executed. I {hall exprefs my opinion of them 
in this particular very imperfe&Iy, when 1 fay 
that they are not exceeded, and perhaps not 
equalled, by any thing of this nature which has 
as yet been communicated to the world : for 
they were not copied from the works of others, 
or compofed at home from imperfeft accounts 
given by incurious and unflcilful obfervers, (a 
pra&ice too frequent in thc?fe matters); but 
the greatefl: part of them were delineated on the fpot, with the utmoft exaftnefs, by the di- 
rection, and under the eye of Mr Anfon him- 
felf ; and where (as is the cafe of three or four 
of them) they have been done by lefs {kilful 
hands, or were found in the pofleflion of the 
enemy, and confequently their juftnefs could - 
be lefs relied on, I have always taken care to 
apprife the reader of it, and to put him on his 
guard againft giving entire credit to them ; al- though I doubt not but thefe lefs authentic 
draughts, thus cautioufly ihferted, are to the 
full as corredl as thofe which are ufually pu- 
blilbed on thefe occafions. For, as actual fur- 
Veys of roads and harbours, and nice and cri- 
tical delineations of views of land, take up 
much time and attention, and require a good 
degree of {kill, both in planning and drawing, 
thofe who are defe&ive in induftry and ability 
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fupply thefe wants by bold conje£hires and fic*- 
titious defcriptions ; and as they can be ho 
otherways confuted than by going on the fpot, 
and running the ritk of fuffering by their mif- 
infbrrhation, they have no apprehenfions of 
being dete£fed: and therefore, when they ob- 
trude their fuppolititious produdlions on the 
public, they make no eonfcicnce of boaftiug, at 
the fame time, with how much Hull and care 
they are performed. But let nett thofe who 
are unacquainted with naval affairs imagine, 
that impofitions of this kind are of %n inno- 
cent nature ; for as exaeff view's of land are the 
fureft guide to a feaman, on a coaft where he 
has never been before, all fictions, in fo inte- 
refting a matter, mull be attended with nume- 
rous dangers, and fon>etimes with the de- ftrutlion of thofe who are thus unhappily de- 
ceived. 

Befides thefe draughts of fuch places as Mr 
Anfon, or the Blips under his command, have 
touched at in the courfe of this expedition, and 
the defcriptions and directions relating there- 
to, there is inferted, in the enfuing work, an 
ample account, with a chart annexed to it, of 
a particular navigation, of which, hitherto, 
little more than the name has been knowm, ex- 
cept to thofe immediately employed in it; I 
mean the track deferibed by the Manila {hip, 
in her pafiage to Acapulco, through the nor- thern part of the Pacific ocean. This mate- 
rial article is collefled from the draughts and journals met with onboard the Manila galeon, 
founded on.the experience of more than a hun- 
dred and fifty years practice, and corrobora- 
ted, in its principal circumftances, by the con- current evidence of all the Spanilh prifone^s 
taken in that veffeb And as many of their 
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journals, which I have examined, appear to 
have been not ill kept, I prefume the chart of 
that northern ocean, and the particulars of 
their route through it, may be very fafely re- 
lied on by future navigators. The advantages 
which may be drawn from an exadl knowledge 
of this navigation, and the beneficial projects 
that may be formed thereofl, both in war and 
peace, are by no means proper to be difcufl’ed 
in this place ; but they wall eafily offer them- 
felves to the fkilful in maritime affairs. How- 
ever, as the Manila flu'ps are the only ones which have ever traverfed this vaft ocean, ex- 
cept a French ftraggler or two, which have been, 
afterwards feized on the coafl of Mexico; and 
as, during near two ages, in which this trade 
has been carried on, the Spaniards have, with- 
the greateft care, fecretted all accounts of their 
voyages from the reft of the world ; thefe rea- 
£ons alone, would authorize the inf^rtion oF 
thofe papers, and’ would recommend' them to 
the inquifitive, as a very great improvement in 
geography, and worthy of attention, from the 
Angularity of m^ny circumftances therein re- 
cited. I muff add too, (what, in my opinion, 
is far from being the leaft recommendation of 
thefe materials^ that the obfervations of the 
variation of the compafs in that ocean,, which 

. are laid down iii the chart from thefe Spanifh. 
journals, tend' greatly to complete the general 
fyi'tem of the magnetic variation, of infinite 
import to the commercial and'fca-fafihg part of 
mankind: Thefe obfervatibns were, though 
in yain, often publicly oalled- for1 by our learn- 
ed countryman, the late Dr Halley, and to his 
immortal reputation, they confirm^ as far as 
they extend, the wonderful hypbthefis he had 
entertained on this head, and very nearly cor- 
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refpond in their quantity to the predi&ions he 
publiflied above fifty years fince, long before he 
was acquainted with anyone obfervationmade 
in thofe feas. The afcertaining the variation 
id that part of the world is juft now too of 
niore than ordinary confequence,' as the edi- 
tors of a new variation-chart lately publifhed 
have, for want of proper information, been 
milled by an erroneous analogy, and have mi- 
fiaken the very fpecies of variation in that nor- 
thern ocean : for they make it wefterly where it 
is eafterly, and have laid it down i2Q or 13 S 
difterent from its real quantity. 

Thus much it has been thought neceflary to 
premife, with regard to the hydrographical 
and geographical part of the enfuing work j 
which, it is hoped, the reader will, on perufal, 
find much ampler, and more important, than 
this flight Iketch can well explain: but as 
there are hereafter occafionally interfperfed 
fome accounts of Spanifli tranfa&ions, and 
many obfervations relating to the difpofition of 
the American Spaniards, and to the condition 
of the countries bordering on the South Seas; 
and as herein I may appear to differ greatly 
from the opinions generally eftabliftied, I think 
it behoves me particularly to recite the authori- 
ties I have been guided by in thefe matters, that 
I may not be cenfured as having given way, either 
to a thoughtlefs credulity on one hand, or, 
what would be a much more criminal imputa- 
tion, to a wilful and deliberate mifreprefenta- 
tion on the other. 

Mr Anfon, before he fet fail upon this ex- 
pedition, befides the printed journals to thofe 
parts, took care to furnifh himfelf with the "heft manufcript accounts he could procure of 
all the Spanifii fettlements upon the coafts of 
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Chili, Peru, and Mexico: thefe he carefully compared with the examinations of his pri- 
foners, and the informations of feveral intel- 
ligent perfons, who fell into his hands in the 
South Seas. He had likewife the good for- 
tune, in fome of his captures, to poflefs him- 
felf of a great number of letters and papers of 
a public nature, many of thenv written by the 
Viceroy of Peru to the Viceroy of Santa Fee, 
to the prefidents of Panama and Chili, to Don 
Blafs de Lezo, admiral of the galeons, and to divers other perfons in confiderable employ- 
ments : and in thefe letters there was ufually 
inferred a recital of thofe they were intended 
to anfwer; fo that they contained no fmall 
part of the correfpondence between thofe of- 
ficers for fome time previous to our arrival on 
that coaft. We took befides many letters fent 
from perfons intrufted by tire Spanilh govern- 
ment to their friends and correfpondents, 
which were frequently filled with narrations 
of public bufinefs, and fometimes contained undifguifed animadverfions on the views and 
conduit of their fuperiors. From thefe ma- 
terials thofe accounts of the Spanifh affairs 
are drawn, which may, at firft fight, appear 
the moft exceptionable. In particular, the hi- 
story of the various cafualties which hefel Pi- 
Zaro’s fquadron, is, for the moft part, compo- 
fed from intercepted letters ; though indeed 
the relation of the infurreition of Orellana, 
and his followers, is founded on rather a lefs 
difputable authority ; for it was taken from 
the mouth of an Englifh gentleman, then on 
board Pizarro, who often converfed with Orel- 
lana ; and it was, upon inquiry, confirmed in 
its principal circumftances by others who 
were in the fhip at the fame time : fo that the 
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£a£fc, however extraordinary, is, I conceive, 
not to be cofitefted. 

And on this occafion I cannot but mention 
that, though I have endeavoured, with my 
utmoft care, to adhere ftridtly to truth in eve- 
ry article of the enfuing narration ; yet I am 
apprehensive that, in fo complicated a work, fome overfights muft have been committed, by 
the inattention to which, at times, all man- 
kind are liable. However, I am, as yet, con- 
fcious of none but literal and infignificant mi- 
ftakes ; and if there are others more confider- 
able, which have efcaped me, I flatter myfelf 
they are not of moment enough to affetd any 
material tranfa£Hon ; and therefore, I hope, 
they may juftly claim the reader’s indulgence. 

After this general account of the enfuing 
work, it might be expended, pei haps, that I 
(hould proceed to. the work itfelf; but I can- not finith this introduction without, adding 
a few reflections ou a matter very nearly 
connected with the prefent fubjedd, and, as I conceive, neither deftitute of utility, nor 
unworthy the attention of the public,; I mean, 
the animating my countrymen, both in. their 
public and private itations, to the encourage- 
ment and purfuit of'all kinds of geographical and nautical obfervations, and of <jvery fpe- 
cies of mechanical and commercial informal 
tion. It is by a fettled attachment to thefe 
feemingly minute particulars, that our ambi- 
tious. neighbours have eftabliihed fome part of 
that power with which we are now Strug- 
gling: and as we have the means in our hands 
of purfuingrhefe fubjeCds more efleCdually than 
they can, it. would be a dishonour, to us long- er to neglcCd fo eafy and beneficial a praddice. 
for as we have a navy much more numerous 
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than theirs, great part of which is always einr 
ployed in very diftant nations, either in the 
protection of our colonies and commerce, or 
m affifting our allies againft the common ene- 
my ; this gives us frequent opportunities of 
furnifhing ourfelves with fuch kind of mate- 
rials as are here recommended, and fuch as 
might turn greatly to our advantage either in 
'war or peace ; iince, not to mention what might be expected from the olhcers of the na- 
vy, if their application to thefe fubjects was 
properly encouraged, it would create no new 
expence to the government to eftablifh a par- 
ticular regulation for this purpofe, as all that 
would be requifite would be, conftantly to em- 
bark on board fome of our men of war, which 
are fent on thefe diftant cruifes, a perfon who? with the character of an engineer, and the 
IkilJ and talents neceflary to that profeffion, 
fhould be employed, in drawing fuch coafts, 
and planning fuch harbours, as the {hip fhould 
touch at, and in making fuch other obferva- 
tions of all kinds, as might either prove of 
adventage to future navigators, or might any 
ways tend-to promote the public fervice. Per- 
fons habituated to thefe operations (which 
could not fail, at the fame time, of im- 
proving them in their proper bufinefs) would 
be extremely ufeful in many other lights, be- 
fules thofe already mentioned, and might tend 
to fecure our fleets from thofe difgraces with 
which their attempts, againft places on {here, 
have been often attended. And, in a nation 
like ours, where all fciences are more eagerly 
and univerfally purfued, and better underftoed than in any other part of the world, proper 
fubje&s for thefe employments could not long 
be wanting, if due encouragement were given 
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to them. This method, here recommended, is 
known to have been frequently pra&ifed by the 
French, particularly in the inftance of Monf. 
Frezier, an engineer, who has publilhed a ce- 
lebrated voyage to the South Seas : for this 
perfon, in the year 17 n, was purpofely fent 
by the French king into that country, on board 
a merchantman, that he might examine and 
defcribe the coaft, and take plans of all the 
fortified places, the better to enable the French 
to profecute their illicit trade, or, on a rup- 
ture between them and the court of Spain, to 
form their enterprifes, in thofe feas, with 
more readinefs and certainty. Should we pur- 
fue this method, we might hope, that the e* 
mulation amongft thofe who were commiffion- ed for thefe undertakings, and the experience 
which, even in the moft peaceable intervals, 
they would hereby acquire, might at length pro- 
cure us a proper number of able engineers, 
and might efface the national fcandal which 
our deficiency in that fpecies of men has 
fometimes expofed us to. And furely every 
ftep to encourage and improve them is of great 
moment to the public ; as no perfons, when 
they are properly inftru£ted, make better re- 
turns in war, for the diflinftions and emolu- 
ments beftowed on them in time of peace : of 
which the advantages the French have reaped 
from their dexterity (too numerous and recent 
to be foon forgot) are an ample confirmation. 

And having mentioned engineers, or fuch 
as are {killed in drawing, and the other ufual 
pra&ices of that profeffion, as the propereft 
perfons tovbe employed in thefe foreign enqui- 
ries, I cannot (as it offers itfelf fo naturally to the fubjeft in hand) but lament how very 
imperfedl many of our accounts of diftant 
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countries are rendered, by the relators being 
unlkilled in drawing, and in the general prin- 
ciples of furveying, even where other abilities 
have not been wanting. Had more of our 
travellers been initiated in thefe acquirements, 
and had there been added thereto fome little 
(kill in the common aftronomical obferva- 
tions), all which a perfon of ordinary ta- 
lents might attain, with a very moderate 
fhare of application), we fhould, by this time, 
have feen the geography of the globe much 
corretter than we now find it} the dangers of 
navigation would have been confiderably leflen- 
ed, and the manners, arts, and produce of fo- 
reign countries, would have been better known 
to us than they are. Indeed, when 1 confider 
the ftrong incitements that all travellers have 
to purfue fome part at leaft of thefe qualifica- 
tions, efpecially drawing; when I confider how much it will facilitate their obfervations, 
aflift and ftrengthen their memories, and of 
how tedious, and often unintelligible a load of 
defcription it would rid them ; I cannot but 
wonder that any perfon, who intends to vifit 
diftant countries, with a view of informing ei- 
ther himfelf or others, Ihould be wanting in fo 
necefiary a piece of fkill. And, to inforce this 
argument ftill further, I mull add, that, befides 
the ufes of drawing already mentioned, there 
is one which, though not fo obvious, is yet, 
perhaps, of more confequence than all that has 
been hitherto urged ; I mean the ftrength and 
diftinguifhing power it adds to fome of our fa- 
culties. This appears from thence, that thofe 
who are ufed to draw obje&s obferve them 
with more accuracy than others who are not 
habituated to that practice. For we may eafily 

-find, by a little experience, that when we view 
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any obje£t, however fimple, our attention or memory is fcarcely, at any time, fo ftrong, as 
to enable us, when we have turned our eyes 
away from it, to recoiled!:, exadlly, every part 
it confifted of, and to recal all the circum* 
fiances of its appearance; fince, on examina- 
tion, it null be difcovered, that in fome we 
were miftaken, and others we had totally 
overlooked : but he that is accuftomed to draw 
what he fees, is, at the fame time, accuftom- 
ed to redlify this inattention ; for, by con- 
fronting his ideas copied on the paper with the 
objedl he intended to reprefent, he finds out 
what circumftances has deceived him in its ap- 
pearance ; and hence he, at length, acquires 
the habit of obferving much more at one view, 
and retains what he fees with more corredlnefs, 
than he could ever have done without his prac- 
tice and prhficiency in drawing. If what has been faid merits the attention 
of travellers of all forts, it is, I think, more particularly applicable to the gentlemen of the 
navy; fince, without drawing'and planning, neither charts nor views of land can be taken; 
and without thefe it is fufficiently evident that navigation is at a full Hand. It is doubtlefs 
from a perfuafion of the utility of thefe quali- 
fications, that his Majefty has eftablilhed a drawing-mafter at Portfmouth, for the in- 
ftrudfion of thofe who are prefumed to be 
hereafter intrufted with the command of his 
royal navy. And though fome have been fo 
far mifled, as to fuppofe that the perfedlion of fea*officers confifted in a turn of mind and 
temper refembling the boifterous element they 
had to deal with, and have condemned all li- terature and fcience as effeminate, and dero- 
gatory to that ferocity which, they would falfely 
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perfuade us, v/as the moft unerring charafte- 
rillic of courage : yet it is to be hoped, that fach 
abfurdities as tkefe have at no time been authori- 
fed by the public opinion, and that the belief 
of them daily diminiihes-. If thofe who adhere 
to thefe mifchievous pofitions were capable of 
being influenced by reafon, or fwayed by exam- 
ple, I fliould think it fufficient for their con- 
viftion to obferve, that the moft .valuable draw- 
ings referred to in the following work, though 
done with fuch a degree of fkill, that even pro- 
fefled artifts can with difficulty imitate them, ■were taken by Mr Piercy Brett, one of Mr An- 
fon’s lieutenants, and fince captain of the Lion 
man of wrar, who, in his memorable engagement 
with the Elizabeth (for the importance of the fervice, or the refolution with which it was con- 
duced, inferior to none this age has feen) has 
given ample proof, that a proficiency in the arts 
I have been here recommending, as extremely 
•confiftent with the moft exemplary bravery, and ■the moft diftinguifhed fkili in every funCion be- 
longing to the duty of a fea-officer. Indeed 
when the many branches of fcience are attended 
to, of which even the common piaCice of na- 
vigation is compofed, and the many improye- 
tnents which men of fkill have added to this 
praCice within thefe few years ; it would induce 
one to believe, that the advantages of reflec- tion and fpeculative knowledge were in no pro- 
feflion more eminent than in that of a fea-officer. 
For, not to mention fome expertnefs in geogra- 
phy, geometry, and aftronomy, which it would 
be difbonouTable for him to be without, (as his 
journal and his eftimate of the daily pofltion of 
the fhip, are founded on particular branches of 
thefe arts) it may be w’ell fuppofed, that the ma- 
nagement and working of a fhip, the difeovery 
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of her moft eligible pofition in the water, (ufual- 
ly ftyled her trim), and the difpofition of her fails 
in the moft advantageous manner, are articles 
wherein the knowledge of mechanics cannot but 
be greatly afliftant. And perhaps the applica- 
tion of this kind of knowledge to naval fubje&s 
may produce as great improvements in failing 
and working a fhip, as it has already done in 
many other matters conducive to the eafe and 
convenience of human life : fince when the fa- 
bric of a ftiip, and the variety of her fails, are 
confidered, together with the artificial contri- 
vances for adapting them to her different mo- 
tions, as it cannot be doubted but thefe things 
have been brought about by more than ordinal 
ry fagacity and invention, fo neither can it be 
doubted but that, in fome conjmnftures, a fpe- 
culative and fcientific turn of mind may find out 
the means of directing and difpofing this com- 
plicated mechanifm much more advantageoufly 
than can be done by mere habit, or by a fervile 
copying of what others may perhaps have erro- 
neoufly pra£Hfed in fimilar emergencies. But it 
is time to finilh this digreffion, and to leave the 
reader to the perufal of the enfuing work; which, 
with how little art foever it may be executed, will 
yet, from the importance of the fubjeft, and the 
utility and excellence of the materials, merit fome 
ihare of the public attention. 
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its force, and its equipment, during the ten 
months between its original appointment and its 
final failing from St Helen's; I conceive the hi- 
ftory of thtle alterations is a detail neceflary to 
be made public, both for the honour of thofe who firll planned and promoted this enterpfize, 
and for the j,unification of thofe who have, been 
entrufted with its execution : fince it will from 
hence appear, that the accidents the expedition 
was afterwards expofed to, and which prevent- 
ed it from producing all the national advantages 
the ftrength of the fquadron, and the expefta- 
tion of the public, feemed to preiage, were prin- 
cipally owing to a ferics of interruptions which 
delayed the commander in the courfe of his pre- 
parations, and which it exceeded his utmott in» 
duftry either to avoid or to get removed. 

When, ia the latter end of the fummer of the 
year 1739, it was forefeen that a war with Spain 
was inevitable, it was the opinion of fome con- fiderable perlbns, then entrufted with the admr- 
niftration of affairs, that the moft prudent ftep 
the nation could take, on the breaking out of the 
war, was attacking that crown in her diftant fettla- 
ments ; for, by this means (as at that time there 
was thegreateft probability of fuccefs)-it was fup- 
pofed that we ftiould cut off the principal refour- 
ces of the enemy, and ftiould reduce them to 
the necdfity of fmcerely defiring a peace, as they 
would hereby be deprived of the returns of that 
treafure,. by which alone they could be enabled 
to carry on a war. In purfuance of thefcfefttiments, feveral pro- 
jefts were examined, and feveral refolutions 
were taken by the council: and, in all thefe de- 
hberations, it was from the firft determined, that George Anfon, Efq; then captain of the 
CenturicH, fhould be employed as commander 
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in chief of an expedition of this kind; and he, 
at that time, being abfent on a cruize, a vefiel 
was difpatched to his ftation fo early as‘ the be- 
ginning of September, to order him to return 
with his (hip to Portfmouth. And foon after he 
came there, that is, on the 10th of November 
following, he received a letter from Sir Charles 
Wager, directing him to repair to London, and 
to attend the Board of Admiralty: where, when 
he arrived, he w'as informed by Sir Charles, that 
two fquadrons would be immediately fitted out for two fecret expeditions, which however would 
have fome connexion with each other : that he, 
Mr Anfon, was intended to command one of 
'them,andMrCornwall (whohath fincelelt his life 
glorioufiy in the defence of his country’s honour) 
the other : that the fquadron under Mr Anfon 
was to take on board three independent compa- 
nies, of a hundred men each, and Bland’s regi- 
ment of foot: that Colonel Bland was likewife 
to embark with his regiment, and to command 
the land-forces; and that, as foon as this fqua- 
dron could be fitted for the fea, they were to fet 
fail, with exprefs orders to touch at no place till 
they came to Java Head in the Eaft Indies : that 
they were only to flop to take in water, and 
thence to proceed diredtly to the city of Manilla, 
fituated on Luconia,. one of the Philippine 
iflands: that the other fquadron was to be of equal force with this commanded by Mr Anfon, 
and was intended to pafs round Cape Horn into 
the South Seas, to range along that coaft ; and, 
after cruizing upon the enemy in thofe parts, and 
attempting their fettlements, this fquadron, in 
its return, was to rendezvous at Manilla, there 
to join the fquadron under Mr Anfon, where 
they were to refrelh their men, and relit their 

*3 
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fiiips, and perhaps receive orders for other con- 
fiderable enterprizes- 

This fcheme was- doubtlefs extremely well pro- jected, and could not but greatly advance the 
public fervice, and the reputation and fortune, of 
thofe concerned in its execution. For had Mr 
Anfon proceeded for Manilfa at the time, and 
in the manner propofed by Sir Charles Wager, 
he would, in all probability, have arrived there 
before they had received any advice of the war 
between us and Spain, and confequently before 
they had been in theleaft prepared for the recep- 
tion of an enemy, or had any apprehenfions of 
their danger. The city of Manilla might be well 
fuppofed to have been at that time in the fame 
defencelefs condition with all the other Spanilh 
fettlements, juft at the breaking out of the war; 
that is to fay, their fortifications negle&ed, and 
in many places decayed; their cannon difmount- 
ed, or rendered ufelefs by the mouldering of 
their carriages ; their magazines, whether of mi- 
litary ftores or provifion, all empty; their garri- 
fons unpaid ; and confequently thin, ill affe&ed, 
and difpirited; and the royal chefts in Peru, .whence alone all thefe diforders could receive 
their redrefs, drained to the very bottom. This, 
from the intercepted letters of their viceroys and 
governors, is well known to have been the de- 
fencelefs ftate of Panama, and the ether Spanilh 
places on the coaft of the South Sea, for near a twelvemonth after our declaration of war : and 
it cannot be fuppofed that the city of Manilla, re- 
moved ftill farther by almoft half the circumfe- 
rence of the globe, fhould have experienced from 
the Spanilh government a greater lhare of atten- 
tion and concern for its fecurity than Panama, 
and the other important ports in Peru and Chili, 
on which their pofteflion of that immenfe em- 
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pire depends. Indeed, it is well known that Ma- 
nilla was at that time incapable of making any 
confiderable defence, and, in all probability, 
would have, furrendered only on the appearance 
of our fquadron before it. The confequence of 
this city and the ifland it ftands on, may be, in 
fome meafure, eilimated, from the known 
healthinefs of its air, the excellency of its port 
and bay, the number and wealth of its inhabi- 
tants, and the very extenfive and beneficial com- 
merce which it carries on to the principal ports 
in the Eaft Indies and China,, and its exclufive 
trade to Acapulco, the returns for which, being 
made in filver, are, upon the loweft valuation, 
not lefs than three millions of dollars/><?r annum. 

On this fcheme Sir Charles Wager was fo in- 
tent, that, in a few days after this tirft conference, 
that is, on November 18th, Mr Anfbn received 
an order to take under his command the Argyle, 
Severn, Pearl, Wager, and Tryal floop; and 
other orders were iffued to him in the fame 
month, and in the December following, rela- 
ting to the viftualling of this fquadron. But 
Mr Anfon attending the Admiralty the begin- 
ning of January, he was informed by Sir Charles 
Wager, that for reafons, with which he, Sir 
Charles, Was not acquainted, the expedition to 
Manilla Was laidafide. It may be conceived that Mr Anfon was extremely chagrined at the lofing 
the command of fo infallible, fo honourable, 
and, in every'refpeft, fo defirable an enterprize, 
efpecially too, as he had already, at a very great 
expence, made the neceflary provifion for his 
own accommodation in this voyage, which he 
had reafon to expe£f would prove a very long 
one. However, Sir Charles, to render this dif- 
apppintment, in fome degree, more tolerable, 
informed him, that the expedition to the South 
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Seas was ftill intended, and that he, Mr Anfon, 
and his fquadron, as their firfl: deflination was 
now countermanded, fliould be employed in 
that fervice. And on the icth of January he 
received his commifiion, appointing him com- 
mander in chief of the afore-mentioned fqua- 
dron, which (the Argyle being, in the courfe of 
their preparation, changed for the Gloucefter) 
was the fame he failed with, above eight months 
after, from St Helen’s. On this change of de- 
llination, the equipment of the fquadron was 
Hill profecuted with as much vigour as ever, and 
the victualling, and whatever depended on the 
Commodore, was foon fo far advanced, that he 
conceived the ftiips might be capable of putting to 
fea the inftant he ftiould receive his final orders,, 
of which he was in daily expe&ation. And at 
laft, on the 28th of June 1740, the Duke of 
Newcaftle ; principal fecretary of ftate, delivered 
to him his Majefty’s inftru&ions, dated January 

• 31. 1739. with an additional inftrudtion from, 
the Lords Juftices, dated June 19- 1740. On 
the receipt of thefe, Mr Anfon immediately re- 
paired to Spithead, with a refolurion to fail with 
the firft fair wind, flattering himfelf that all his 
difficulties were now at an end. For though he 
knew by the mufters, that his fquadron wanted 
three hundred feamen of their complement, (a 
deficiency which, with all his affiduky, he had 
not been able to get fupplied) yet as Sir Charles Wager informed him, that an order from the 
Beard of Admiralty was difpatched to Sir John 
Norris, to fpare him the numbers which he 
wanted, he doubted not of its being complied 
with. But, on his arrival at Portlmouth, he 
found himfelf greatly miftaken,. and difappoint- ed in this perfuafion; for on his application, Sir 
John Norris told him he could fpare him none. 
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for he wanted men for his own fleet. This oc- 
cafioned an inevitable, and a very confiderahle de- 
lay ; for it was the end of July before this defi- 
ciency was by any means fupplied ; and all that 
was then done was extremely {hort of his necef- 
fities and expettation. For Admiral Bakhen, 
who fucceeded to the command at Spithead, af- 
ter Sir John Norris had failed to the weitward, 
inftead of three hundred able failors, which Mr 
Anfon wanted of his complement, ordered on 
board the fquadron a hundred and feventy men 
only ; of which thirty-two were from the hofpi- 
tal and fick quarters, thirty-feven from the Sa- 
lifbury, with three officers from Colonel Low- 
ther’s regiment, and ninety-eight marines, and 
thefe were all that were ever granted to make up 
the fore-mentioned deficiency. 

But the Commodore’s mortification did not 
end here. It has been already obferved, that it 
was at firft intended, that Colonel Bland’s regi- 
ment, and three independent companies of a 
hundred men each, fhould embark as land-forces on board the fquadron. But this difpofition was 
now changed, and all the land-forces that were 
to be allowed, were five hundred invalids to be 
colle&ed from the out-penfioners of Chelfea col- 
lege. 'As thefe out-penfioners confift of foldiers 
who, from their age, wounds, or other infirmi- 
ties, are incapable of fervice in marching regi- 
ments, Mr Anfon was greatly chagrined at ha- ving fuch a decrepid detachment allotted him j 
for he was fully perfuaded that the greateft part 
of them would perilh long before they arrived at 
the fcene of action, fince the delays he had al- 
ready encountered neceffarily confined his paf- 
fage round Cape Horn to the mod rigorous fea- 
fon of the year. Sir Charles Wager too joined 
in opinion with the Commodore, that invalids 
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were noways proper for this fervice, andfolicited 
ftrenuoufly to have them exchanged ; but he was 
told, that perfons who were fuppofed to be 
better judges of foldiers than he or Mr Anfon, 
thought them the propereft men that could be 
employed on this occafion; and, upon this de- 
termination, they were ordered on board the 
fquadron on the 5th of Auguft. But, inftead 
of five hundred, there came on board no more 
than two hundred and fifty-nine ; for all thofe 
who had limbs and ftrength to walk out ofPortf- 
mouth, deferted, leaving behind them only fuch ■as were literally invalids, moll of them being fixty years of age, and fome of them upwards of 
feventy. Indeed it is difficult to conceive a more ■moving feene than the embarkation of thefe un- 
happy veterans. They were themfelves extreme* 
ly averfe to the fervice they were engaged in, 
and fully apprifed of all the difafters they were 
afterwards expofed to, the apprehenfions of 
which were ftrongly marked by the concern that 
appeared in their countenances, which was mix- 
ed with no fmall degree of indignation, to be 
thus hurried from their repofe into a fatiguing 
employ, to which neither the ftrength of their 
bodies, nor the vigour of their minds, were any 
ways proportioned, and where, without feeing 
the face of an enemy, or in the leaft promotiug the fuccefs of the enterprize, they would in all 
probability, ufelefsly perilh by lingering and 
painful difeafes ; and this too, after they had 
fpent the a£livity and ftrength of their youth in 
their country’s fervice. 

I cannot but obferve on this melancholy inci- 
dent, how extremely unfortunate it was, both to 
this aged and difeafed detachment, and to the 
expedition they were employed in, that amongft 
all the out-penfioners of Chelfea-hofpital, which 
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were fuppofed to amount to two thoufand 
men, the moft crazy and infirm only fhould be 
called put for fo laborious and perilous an un- 
dertaking. For it was well known, that however 
unfit invalids in general might be for this Yer- 
vice, yet, by a prudent choice, there might have 
been found amongft them five hundred men who 
had fome remains of vigour left: and Mr Anfon 
fully expected that the beft of them would have 
been allotted him ; whereas the whole detach- 
ment that was fent to him feemed to be made up 
of the moft decrepid and miferable obje&s that could be colle«fted out of the whole body; and 
by* the defertion above mentioned, thefe were a 
fecond time cleared of that little health and flrength which were to be found amongft them, 
and he was to take up with fuch as were much 
fitter for an infirmary than for any military duty. 

And here it is neceflary to mention another 
material particular in the equipment of this 
fquadron. It was propofed to Mr Anfon, after 
it was refolved that he Ihould be fent to the 
South Seas, to take with him two perfons under 
the denomination of agent-victuallers. Thofe 
who were mentioned for this employment, had 
formerly been in the Spanifti Weft Indies, in the 
South-Sea company’s fervice ; and it was fuppo- 
fed, that by their knowledge and intelligence on 
that coaft, they might often procure provifions 
for him by compaCt with the inhabitants, when 
it was not to be got by force of arms. Thefe agent-victuallers were, for this purpofe, to bp 
allowed to carry to the value of L. 5,000 in mer- 
chandize on board the fquadron •, for they had 
reprefented, that it would be much eafier for 
them to procure provifions with goods, than with 
the value of the fame goods in money. What- 
ever colours were given to this fcheme, it was 
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difficult to perfuade the generality of mankind, 
that it was not principally intended for the enrich- 
ment of the agents, by the beneficial commerce 
they propofed to carry on upon that coaft. Mr 
Anfon, from the beginning, obje£l:ed both to the 
appointment of agent-vi£luallers, and the allow- 
ing them to carry a cargo on board the fquadron; 
for he conceived, that in thofe few amicable 
ports where the fquadron might touch, he need- 
ed not their affiftance to contrail (or any provi- 
fions the place afforded; and on the enemy’s 
coaft, he did not imagine that they could ever 
procure him the neceffaries he fhould want, un- 
lefs (which he was refolved not to comply with) 
the military operations of his fqwadron were to 
be regulated by the ridiculous views of their 
trading proje&s. All that he thought the go- 
vernment ought to have done on this occafion 
was, to put on board to the value of two or three 
thouland pounds only, of fuch goods as the 
Indians or the Spanifli planters, in the lefs culti- 
vated part of the coaft, might be tempted with ; 
fince it was in fuch places only that he imagined 
it would be worth while to truck with the enemy 
for provifions; and in thefe places it was fuffici- 
cntly evident, a very fmall cargo would fuffice. But though the Commodore obje&ed both to 
the appointment of thefe officers, and to their 
proje£l, of the fuccefs of which he had no opi- 
nion ; yet, as they had infmuated that their 
fcheme, befides viftualling the fquadron, might 
contribute to fettling a trade upon that coaft, 
which might be afterwards carried on without 
difficulty, and might thereby prove a very confi- 
derable 'national advantage, they were much lift- 
cned to by fame confiderable perfons. And of 
the L. 15,000, which was to b6 the amount of 
their cargo> the government agreed to advance 
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them L. 10,000 upon intereft, and the remain- 
ing L. 5000 they raifed on bottomry bonds; and 
the goods purchafed with this fum were all that 
were taken to fea by the fquadron, how much 
foever the amount of them might be afterwards 
magnified by common report. 

This cargo was at firft (hipped on board the 
Wager ftore-(hip, and one of the victuallers, no 
part of it being admitted on board the men of 
war. But when the Commodore was at St Ca- 
tharine’s, he confidered that in cafe the fquadron 
(hould be feparated, it might be pretended that 
fbme of die (hips were difappointed of provifions 
for want of a cargo to truck with, and therefore 
he diftributed fome of the lead bulky commodi- 
ties on board the men of war, leaving the re- 
mainder principally on board the Wager, where 
it was loft; and more of the goods perilhing by 
various accidents to be recited hereafter, and no 
part of them being difpofed of upon the coaft, the few that came home to England did not produce, 
when fold, above a fourth part of the original 
price. Sotrue was the Commodore’s judgment 
of the event of this projeCf, which had been by 
many confidered as infallibly productive of im- 
menfe gains. But to return to the tranfaCUons 
at Portfmouth. 

To fupply the place of the two hundred and 
forty invalids which had deferted, as is men- 
tioned above, there were ordered on board two 
hundred and ten marines detached from different 
regiments; thefe were raw and undifciplined men; 
for they were juft raifed, and had fcarcely any 
thing more of the foldier than their regimentals, 
none of them having been fo far trained as to 
be permitted to fire. The laft detachment of thefe 
marines came on board the 8th of Auguft; and on the 10th, the fquadron failed from Spithead 
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to St Helen’s, there to wait for a wind to proceed 
on the expedition. 

But the delays we had already fufFered had not. 
yet fpent all their influence ; for we were now 
advanced into a feafon of the year when the 
wefterly winds are ufually very conftant and very 
violent j and it was thought proper that we 
fhould put to fea in company with the fleet com- 
manded by Admiral Balchen, and the expedition 
under Lord Cathcart. As we made up, in all, 
twenty-one men of war, and a hundred and 
twenty-four fail of merchantmen and tranfports, 
we had no hopes of getting out of the channel 
with fo large a number of ftiips, without the 
continuance of a fair wind for fome confiderable 
time. This was what we had every day lefs and 
lefs reafon to expeft, as the time of the equi- 
nox drew near s fo that our golden dreams, and 
our ideal pofleffion of the Peruvian treafures, 
grew each day more faint, and the difficulties and 
tlangers of the paflage round Cape Horn, in 
the winter-feafon, filled our imaginations in 
their room. For it was forty days from our ar- 
rival at St Helen’s, to our final departure from 
thence. And even then (having orders to pro- 
ceed without Lord Cathcart) we tided it down 
the channel with a contrary wind. But this in- 
terval of forty days was not free from the dif- 
pleafmg fatigue of often fetting fail, and being 
as often obliged to return; nor exempt from 
dangers, greater than have been fometimes un- 
dergone in furrounding the globe. For the wind 
coming fair, for the firft time, on the 23d of 
Auguft, we got under fail, and Mr Balchen 
ihewed himfelf truly felicitous to have proceed- 
ed to fea; but the wind foon returned to its old quarter, obliged us to put back to St Helen’s, 
not without confiderable hazard, and fome da- 
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mage received by two of the tranfports, who, in 
tacking, ran foul of each other. Belides this, 
we made two or three more attempts to fail, but 
without any better fucccfs. And on the 6th of 
September, being returned to an anchor at 
St Helen’s after one of thefe fruitlefs efforts,*the 
wind blew fo freih, that the whole fleet ftruck 
their yards and top-mafts to prevent driving: yet, notwithftanding this precaution, the Centurion 
drove the next evening, and brought both cables 
a-head, and we were in no fmall danger of dri- 
ving foul of the Prince Frederick, a feventy gun 
{hip, moored at a fmall diffance under our Hern; 
though we happily efcaped, by her driving at the 
fame time, and fo preferving her diffance. But 
we did not think ourfelves fecure till we, at laft, let go the {beet-anchor, which fortunately 
brought us up. However, on the 9th of Sep- 
tember, we were, in fome degree, relieved from 
this lingering, vexatious fituation, by an order 
which Lord Anfon received from the Lord Ju- 
ftices, to put to fca, the firft opportunity, with 
his own fquadron only, if Lord Cathcart fhould not be ready. Being thus freed from the trou- 
blefome company of fo large a fleet, our Com- 
modore refolved to weigh, and tide it down the 
channel, as foon as the weather fhould become fufficiently moderate -, and this might eafily have 
been done with our own fquadron alone, full two 
months fooner, had the orders of the Admiral- 
ty, for fupplying us with feamen, been ptuldlual- 
ly complied with, and had we met with none of 
thofe other delays mentioned in this narration. 
It is true, our hopes of a fpeedy departure were even now fomewhat damped, by a fubfequent 
order which Mr Anfon received on the 12th of 
September; for by that he was required to take 
under his convoy the St Alban’s, with the Tur™ 
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ky fleet, and to join the Dragon and the Win- 
chefter, with the Streights and American trade, 
at Torbay or Plymouth, and to proceed with 
them to fea as far as their way and onrs lay to- 
gether. This incumbrance of a eonvoy gave us 
fofhe uneafinefs, as we feared it might prove 
the means of lengthening our paflage to the Ma- 
deiras. However, Mr Anfon now having the 
command himfelf, refolved to adhere to his for- 
mer determination, and to tide it down the chan- 
nel with the firft moderate weather; and that 
the jun&ion of his convoy might occafion as 
little lofs of time as poffible, he immediately fent 
directions to Torbay, that the fleets he was 
there to take under his care might be in a readi- 
nefs to join him inftantly on his approach. And, 
at laft, on the 18th of September, he weighed 
from St Helen’s ; and though the wind was at 
firlt contrary, had the good fortune to get clear 
of the channel in four days, as will be more par- 
ticularly related in the enfiiing chapter. 

Having thus gone through the refpe&ive fteps 
taken in the equipment of this fquadron, it is 
fufficiently obvious how different an afpedl this 
expedition, bore at its firft appointment, in the 
beginning of January, from what it had in the 
latter end of September when it left the channel-; 
and how much its numbers, its ftrength, and 
the probability of its fuccefs, were diminifhed by 
the various incidents which took place in that in- 
terval. For, inftead of having all our old and 
ordinary feamen exchanged for fuch as were 
young and able, (which the Commodore was at 
firft promifed), and having our numbers com- 
pleated to their full complement; we were obli- 
ged to retain our firft crews, which were very in- 
different ; and a deficiency of three hundred men 
in our numbers was no otherwife made up to us, 
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than by fending us on board a hundred and feven- 
ty men, the greateft part compofed of fuch as 
were difcharged from hofpitals, or new raifed 
marines, who had never been at fea before. And 
in the land-forces allotted us, the change was ftill 
more diladvantageous; for there,. inftead*of 
three independent companies, of a hundred men 
each, and Bland’s regiment of foot, which was 
an old one, we had only four hundred and feven- 
ty invalids and marines, one part of them in- 
capable of aftion by their age and infirmities, and 
the other part ufelefs by their ignorance of their 
duty. But the diminifhing'the ftrength. of the 
fquadron was not the greateft inconveniency 
which attended thefe alterations; for the con- 
tefts, reprefentations, and difficulties which they continually produced, (as we have above feen,. 
that in thefe cafes the authority of the Admiral- 
ty was not always fubmitted to) occafioned a-de- 
lay and.wafte of time, which, in its confequen- 
ces, was the fource of all the difafters to v/hich 
this enterprize was afterwards expofed. For by 
this means,, we were obliged to make our pallage-' 
round Cape Horn in the moft tempeftuous fea* 
fon of the year; whence proceeded the fepara- 
tion of our fquadron,. the lofs of numbers of our 
men,, and the imminent hazard of our total, de- 
ftru£tion. By this delay, too, tire enemy had been fa well informed.of our defigns, that a per- 
fon who had been employed in the-South Sea. 
company’s fervice, and arrived, from Panama, 
three or four days before we. left Portfmoutb, 
was able to relate to Mr. Anfon moft of the. par- 
ticulars of the deftination-and ftrength of our fquadron, from what he had learned amongft the 
Spaniards before he left them.. And this was 
afterwards confirmed by a more extraordinary 
circumftance: for we (hall find, that when the 
Spaniards (fully fatisfied that our expedition was 
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intended for the South Seas) had fitted out a 
fquadron to oppofe us, which had fo far got the 
{tart of us, as to arrive before us off the ifiand of 
Madeira, the commander of this fquadron was 
fo well inftrufted in the form and make of Mr 
Ahfon’s broad pendant, and had imitated it fo 
exactly, that he thereby decoyed the Pearl, one of our fquadron, within gun-fhot of him, before 
the Captain of the Pearl was able to difcoverhis 
miftake. 

CHAP. II. 
The paiTage from St Helen’s to the iiland 

of Madeira; with a fliort account o£ 
that ifiand, and of our flay there. 

ON the 18th of September r74b,, the fqua- 
dron, as we have obferved in the preceding 

chapter,, weighed from St Helen’s with a contra- 
ry wind, the Commodore propofing to tide it 
down the channel, as he dreaded lefs the incon- 
venieneies he fhould thereby have to ftruggle 
with, than the rifle he fhould run of ruining the 
enterprize, by an uncertain, and, in all proba- 
bility, a tedious attendance for a fair wind. 

The fquadron allotted to this fervice confiftect 
of five men of war, a floop of war, and two vic- 
tualling fhips. They were the Centurion, of 
fixty guns, four hundred men, George Anfon, 
Efqj commander ; thr Gloucefler, of fifty guns, three hundred men, Richard Norris commander; 
the Severn, of fifty guns, three hundred men, 
the honourable Edward Legg commander; the 
Peatf, of forty guns, two hundred and fifty men, Matthew Mitehel commander; the Wager, o£ 
twehty-elgto guns, one hundred, and fixty men. 
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Dandy Kid commander; and the Trial Hoop, of 
eight guns, one hundred men, the honouiable 
John Murray commander; the two victuallers 
were pinks, the largeft of about four hundred, 
and the other of about two hundred tons bur- 
den. Thcfe were to attend us till the provifions 
we had taken on board were fo far confumed, as 
to make room for the additional quantity they 
carried with them, which when we had taken in« 
to our {hips, they were to be difeharged. Befides 
the complement of men borne by the above-men* 
tioned {hips, as their crews, there were em- 
barked on board the fquadron about four hun- 
dred and feventy invalids and marines, under the denomination of land-forces (as has been parti- 
cularly mentioned in the preceding chapter) 
which were commanded by Lieutenant-colonel 
Crocherode. With this fquadron, together with, 
the St Albans and the Lark, and the trade under 
their convoy,, Mr Anfon, after weighing from 
St Helen’s, tided it down the channel for the 
firft forty-eight hours; and on the 20th in the 
morning, we difeovered off the Ram-Head, the 
Dragon, Winchefter, South.Sea Cattle, and 
Rye, with a number of merchantmen under their 
convoy : thefe were joined about noon the fame 
day, our Commodore having orders to fee them 
(together with the St Albans and Lark) as far 
into the fea as their courfe and ours lay together. 
When we came in fight of this laft-mentioned 
fleet, Mr Anfon firft hoifted his broad pendant,, 
and was faluted by all. the men of war in compa- ny- When we' had joined this laft convoy, we 
made up eleven men of war, and about one hun- 
dred and fifty fail of, merchantmen, confifting of 
the Turkey, the Streights, and the American- 
Trade. Mr Anfon, the fame day, made a fignai 
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for all the captains of the men of war to come 
on board him, where he delivered them their 
fighting and failing inftru£l:ions, and then, with 
a fair wind, we all flood towards the fouth- 
weft ; and the next day at noon, being the 21 ft, 
we had run forty leagues from the Ram-head. 
Being now clear of the land, our Commodore, 
to render our view more extenfive, ordered Cap- 
tain Mitchel, in the Pearl, to make fail two 
leagues a-head of the fleet every morning, and 
to repair to his ftation every evening. Thus we 
proceeded till the 25th, when the Winchefter 
and the American convoy made the concerted 
Cgnal for leave to feparate, which being anfwer- 
ed by the Commodore, they left us; as the St 
Alban’s and the Dragon, with the Turkey and 
Streights convoy, did on the 29th. After which 
reparation, there remained in company only our 
own fquadron and our two victuallers, with 
which we kept on our courfe for the ifland of 
Madeira. But the winds were fo contrary, that 
we had the mortification to be forty days in our 
pafiage thither from St Helen’s, though it is 
known to be often done in ten or twelve. This 
delay was a moft unpleafing circumftance, pro- 
ductive of much difcontent and ill-humour a- 
mongft our people, of which thofe only can have 
a tolerable idea, who have had the experience of 
a like fituafcion. For, befides the peeviflmefs 
and defpondency which foul and contrary winds, 
and a lingering voyage, never fail to create on 
all occafions, we, in particular,, had very fub- 
ftantial reafons to be greatly alarmed at this un- 
expected impediment ; fence, as we. had depart- 
ed fronv England much later than we ought to 
have done, we had placed almoft all our hopes of fuccefs in the chance bf retrieving, in feme 
meafure, at fea, the time we had fo unhappily 
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wafted at Spithead and St Helen’s. However, at laft, on Monday, O&ober the 25th, at five ia 
the morning, we, to our great joy, made the 
land, and, in the afternoon, came to an anchor 
in Madeira-road, in forty fathom water; the 
Brazen-head bearing from us E. by S. the Loo 
N. N. W. and the great church N. N. E. We had hardly let go our anchor, when an Englilh 
privateer floop ran under our ftern, and faluted 
the Commodore with nine guns, which we re- 
turned with five. And, the next day, the con- 
ful of the ifland vifiting the Commodore, we falu- 
ted him with nine guns on his coming on board. 

This ifland of Madeira, where we are now ar- 
rived, is famous through all our American fettle- 
ments for its excellent wines, which feem to be 
defigned by Providence for the refrelhment of the inhabitants of the torrid Zone. It is fitua- 
ted in a fine climate, in the latitude of 32 : 27 
north ; and in the longitude from London, (by 
our different reckonings), of 185° to lyj0 weft, 
though laid down in the charts in 17“. It is 
compofed of one continued hill, of a confiderable 
height, extending itfelf from eaft to weft; the 
declivity of which, on the fouth fide, is cultiva- 
ted and interfperfed with vineyards ; and, in the 
midft of this flope, the merchants have fixed their 
country-feats, which help to form a very agreeable profpect:. There is but one confiderable town in 
the whole ifland ; it is named Fonchiale, and is 
feated on the fouth part of the ifland, at the bottom 
of a large bay. Towards the fea, it is defended by 
a high wall, with a battery of cannon, befides a 
caftle on the Loo, which is a rock {landing in 
the water, at a fmall diftance from the fhore. 
Fonchiale is the only place of trade, and, indeed, the only place where it is poflible for a boat to 

: land: and eveu here the beach, is qovered with 
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Jarge {tones, and a violent furf continually beats 
’upon it; fo that the Commodore did not care to 
venture the {hip’s long-boats to fetch the water 
off, there was fo much danger of their being 
loft; and therefore ordered the captains of the 
fquadron to employ Portuguefe boats on that 
fervice. 

We continued about a week at this- ifland, 
watering our (hips, and providing the fquadron 
with wine, and other refrefhments. Here, on 
-the 3d of November, Captain Richard Norris 
fignified, by a letter to the Commodore, his de- 
fire to quit his command on board the Glou- 
cefter, in order to return to England for the re- 
covery of his health. This requeft the Commo- 
dore complied with ; and thereupon was pleafed 
to appoint Captain Matthew Mitchel to com- 
mand the Gloucefter in his room, and to remove 
Captain Kidd from the Wager to the Pearl, and 
Captain Murray from the Tryal Hoop to the 
Wager, giving the command of the Tryal to 
Lieutenant Cheap. Thefe promotions being 
fettled, with other changes in the lieutenancies, 
the Commodore, on the following day, gave to 
the captains their orders, appointing St Jago, 
one of the Cape de Verde iflands, to be the firft 
place of rendezvous in cafe of feparation ; and 
directing them, if they did not meet the Centu- 
rion there, to make the beft of their way to the 
ifland of St Catharine’s, on the coaft of Brazil. 
The water for the fquadron being the fame day 
compleated, and each fliip fupplied with as much 
wine and other refrefhments as they could take 
in, we weighed anchor in the afternoon, and 
took our leave of the ifland of Madeira. But, 
before I go on with the narration of our own 
tranfadKohs, I think it neceflary to give fome account of the proceedings of the enemy, and 
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of the meafures they had taken to render all out' 
defigns abortive. 

When Mr Anfon vifited the governor of Ma- 
deira, he received information from him, that, 
for three or four days, in the latter end of Oc- 
tober, there had appeared, to the weftward of 
that ifland, feven or eight fhips of the line, and. 
a patache, which laft was fent every day clofe in 
to make the land. The governor allured the 
Commodore, upon his honour, that none upon 
the ifland had either given them intelligence, or 
had, in any fort, communicated with them, but 
that he believed them to be either French or 
Spanilh, but was rather inclined to think them 
Spanifli. On this intelligence, Mr Anfon fent 
an officer, in a clean floop, eight leagues to the 
weftward, to reconnoitre them, and, if poffible, 
to difcover what they were : but the officer re- 
turned without being able to get a fight of them, 
fo that we ftill remained in uncertainty. How- 
ever, we could not but cdnje£l:ure, that this fleet 
was intended to put a ftop to our expedition, which, had they cruifed to the eaftw'ard of the 
ifland inftead of the weftward, they could not 
but have executed with great facility. For as, 
in that cafe, they mull have certainly fallen in 
with us, we ffiould have been obliged to throw 
over-board vaft quantities of provilion to clear 
our (hips for an engagement: and this alone, without any regard to the event of the a&ion, 
would have effe£lually prevented cur progrefs. 
This was fo obvious a meafure, that we could 
not help imagining reafons which might have 
prevented them from purfuing it. And we there-. 
fore fuppofed, that this French or Spanifn fqua- 
<lron was fent out upon advice of our failing in 
company with Admiral Balchen, and Lord Cath- 
cart’s expedition: and thence, from an appre- 
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henfion of being over-matched, they might not 
think it advifable to meet with us till we had 
parted company, which they might judge, would 
not happen before our arrival at this illand. 
Thefe were our fpeculations at that time ; and, 
from hence, we had reafon to fuppofe, that we 
might {till fall in with them in our way to the 
Cape de Verd iflands. We afterwards, in the 
courfe of our expedition, were perfuaded, that 
this was the Spanifh fquadron commanded by Don Jofeph Pizarro, which was fent out pur- 
pofely to traverfe the views and enterprifes of 
our fquadron, to which, in ftrength, they were 
greatly fuperior. As this Spanifh armament then 
was fo nearly connedted with our expedition, 
and as the cataftrophe it underwent, though not 
effe&ed by our force, was yet a confiderable ad- 
vantage to this nation, produced in confequence 
of our equipment, I have, in the following chap- 
ter, given a fummary account of their proceed- 
ings, from their firft fetting out from Spain, in 
the year 1740, till the Afia, the only fliip ofthe 
whole fquadron wdiich returned to Europe, ar- 
rived at the Groyne, in the beginning of the 
year 1746. 

CHAP. III. 
Thehiftory ofthe Spanifh fquadron com- 

manded by Don Jofeph Pizarro. 
THE fquadron fitted out by the court of 

Spain, to attend our motions, and traverfe 
our projects, we fuppofed to have been the {hips 
feen off Madeira, as mentioned in the preceding 
chapter. As this force was fent out particularly 
againft our expedition, I cannot but imagine that 
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the following hiftory of the cafualties it met with, 
as far as by intercepted letters and other inform- 
ation the fame has come to my knowledge, is a * 
very eflential part of the prefent work ; for by 
this it will appear we were the occafion, that a 
confiderable part of the naval power of Spain was 
diverted from the profecution of the ambitious 
views of that court-in Europe ; and the men and 
(hips, loft by the enemy in this undertaking, were 
loft in confequence of the precautions they took 
to fecure themfelves againft our enterprizes. 
This fquadron (befides two (hips intended for the Weft-Indies, which did not part company 
till after they had left the Maderas) was compo- 
fedof the following men of war, commanded by Don Jofeph Pizarro : The Afia of fixty-fix guns, 
and feven hundred men ; this was the Admiral’s 
(hip: the Guipufcoa of feventy-four guns, and 
feven hundred men: the Hermiona of fifty-four 
guns, and five hundred men: the Efperanza of 
fifty guns, and four hundred and fifty men: the 
St Eftevan of forty guns, and three hundred and 
fifty men : and a Patache of twenty guns. Thefe 
(hips, over and above their complement of failors and marines, had on board an old Spanifh regi- 
ment of foot, intended to reinforce the garrifons 
on the coaft of the South Seas. When this fleet 
had cruifed for feme days to the leeward of the 
Maderas, as is mentioned in the preceding chap- 
ter, they left that ftation in the beginning of No- vember, and fleered for the river of Plate, where 
th'ey arrived the 5th of January, O. S. and comincr 
to an anchor in the bay of Maldonado, at the mouth of that river, their admiral Pizarro fent 
immediately to Buenos Ayres for a fupply of 
provifions; for they had departed from Spain with 
only four month’s provifions on board. While they lay here expeding this fupply, they received 
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intelligence, by the treachery of the Portugueze 
governor of St Catharine’s, of Mr Anfon’s ha- 
ving arrived at that ifland on the 21 ft of Decem- 
ber preceding, and of his preparing to put to fea 
again with the utmoft expedition. Pizarro, not- 
withftanding his fuperior force, had his reafons 
(and as fome fay, his orders likewife) for avoid- 
ing our fquadron any where fhort of the South 
Seas. He was befides extremely defirous of get- 
ting round Cape Horn before us, as he imagined 
that ftep alone would effe&ually baffle all our 
defigns; and therefore, on hearing that we 
were in his neighbourhood, and that we fhould 
foon he ready to proceed for Cape Horn, he 
weighed anchor with the five large ftiips, (the 
Patache being dilabled and condemned, and the 
men taken out of her), after a ftay of feventeen 
days only, and got under fail without his provi- 
fions, which arrived at Maldonado within a day 
or two after his departure. But notwithftanding 
the precipitation with which he departed, we 
{>ut to fea from St Catharine’s four days before 
urn, and in fome part of our paflage to Cape 

Horn, the two fquadrons were fo near together, 
that the Pearl, one of our ftiips, being fepara- 
ted from the reft, fell in with the Spanilh 
fleet, and miftaking the Afia for the Centurion, 
had got within gun-ftiot of Pizarro, before ftie difcovered her error, and narrowly efcaped be- 
ing taken. It being the 22d of January when the Spa- 
niards weighed from Maldonado, (as has been al- 
ready mentioned) they could not. expert to get 
into the latitude of Cape Horn before the equi- 
nox ; and as they had reafon to apprehend very 
tempeftuous weather in doubling it at that fea- 
fon; and as the Spanilh failors, being, for the 
molt part, accuftomed to a fair-weather country. 
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might be expefted to be very averfe to fo danger- 
ous and fatiguing a navigation ; the better to en- 
courage them, fome part of their pay was advan- 
ced to them in European goods, which they 
were to be permitted to difpofe of in the South 
Seas, that fo the hopes of the great profit each 
man was to make on his adventure, might ani- 
mate him in his duty, and render him lefs dif- 
pofed to repine at the labour, the hardfhips, and 
the perils he would in all probability meet with 
before his arrival on the coaft of Peru. 

Pizarro, with his fquadron, having, towards 
the latter-end of February, run the length of 
Cape Horn, he then ftood to the weftward, in 
order to double it; but in the night of the laft 
day of February, O. S. while with this view they 
were turning to windward, the Guipufcoa, the 
Hermiona, and the Efperanza, were, feparated 
from the Admiral; and on the 6th of March 
following, the Guipufcoa was feparated from the 
other two ; and on the 7th (being the day after 
we had pafiecl Streights le Maire) there came on 
amoft furious ftorm at N.W. which, in defpite of 
all their efforts, drove the whole fquadron to the 
eaftward, and after feveral fruitlcfs attempts, ob- 
liged them to bear away for the river of Plate, 
where Pizarro, in the Afia, arrived about the mid- dle of May, and a few days after him the Efpe- 
ranza and the Eflevan. The Hermiona was fup- 
pofed to founder at fea, for fhe was never-heard of more ; and the Guipufcoa was run a-fhore, 
and funk on the coaft of Brazil. The calamities 
of all kinds which this fquadron underwent in 
this unfuccefsful navigation, can'onlybe paralell- ed by what we ourfelves experienced in the fame 
climate, when buffeted by the fame ftorms. There was indeed fome diverfityin our diftreffes, 
which rendered it difficult to decide whofe fitu- 
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ation was moft worthy of commiferation. For 
to all the misfortunes we had in common with 
each other, as fhattered rigging, leaky fhips, and 
the fatigues and defpondency which neceflarily 
attends thefe difafters, there was fuperadded on 
board our fquadron the ravage of a moft deftruc- 
tive and incurable difeafe, and on board the Spa- 
nifh fquadron the devaftation of famine 

For this fquadron, either from the hurry of 
their outfet, their prefumption of a fupply at 
Buenos Ayres, or from other lefs obvious mo'- 
tives, departed from Spain, as has been already 
obferved, with no more than four months provi- 
fion on board, and even that, as it is faid, at Ihort 
allowance only; fo that when, by the ftorms they 
met with off Cape Horn, their continuance at fea 
was prolonged a month or more beyond ther ex- 
pectation, they were reduced to fuch infinite di« 
ftrels, that rats, when they could be caught, 
were fold for four dollars a-piece ; and a failor, 
who died on board, had his death concealed for 
fome days by his brother, who, during that time, 
lay in the fame hammock with the corpfe, only 
to receive fhe dead man’s allowance of provi- 
fions. In this dreadful fituation they were a- 
larmed (if their horrors were capable of aug- 
mentation) by the difcovery of a confpiracy a- 
mong the marines on board the Afia, the Admi- 
ral’s {hip. This had taken its rife chiefly from the miferies they endured. For though no lefs 
was propofed by the confpirators than the maf- 
facring the officers and the whole crew, yet their 
motive for this bloody refolution feemed to be 
no more than their defire of relieving their hunger 
by appropriating the whole {hip’s provifions 
to themfelves. But their defigns were prevented ■when juft upon the point of execution, by means 
of one of their confeflbrs ; and three of their 
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/ingleaders were immediately put to death. How- 
.ever, though the confpiracy was fupprefled^ 
iheir other calamities admitted of ho alleviation, 
but grew each day more atid. mere deftru&ive. 
JSo that by the complicated diftrefe of fatigue,, 
iicknefs, and hunger, the three fhips which efca- 
fed loft the greatelt part of their mem The Afia^ 
their AdmiraFs Ihip, arrived at Monte Vedio, 
in the river of Plate, with half her crew only •, 
the St Eftevan had loll in like maimer half her 
bands, when (he anchored in the bay ©f Barra- 
gon ; the Efperanza, a fifty gun Ihip* was ftill 
more unfortunate, for of four hundred and fifty 
hands which lire brought from Spain-, only fifty- fight remained alive, and the whole regiment of 
foot perilhed esept fixty men. But to give the reader a more diltindi and particular idea of what 
they underwent upon this oecafion, I lhall lay be- 
fore him a Ihort account of the fate of the Guipuf- 
eoa, extradled from a letter written by Don Jo- 
feph Mendimietta her captain, to a perfon of di- 
itinflion at Lima, a copy of which fell into our 
hands afterwards in the South Seas. 

He mentions, that he feparated from theHer- 
mioita and the Efperanza in a fog, on the 6th of 
March, being then, as I fuppofe, to the S. E. of 
Staten-Land, and plying to the weftward that,, 
in the night after, it blew a furious ftorm at 
N. W. which, at half an hour after ten, fplk his main-fail; and obliged him to bear away with 
bis fore-fail; that the fhip went ten knots an 
hour with a prodigious fea, and often ran. her gangway under water ; that he likewife fprung 
bis main-mail; and the fhip made fo much water, that, with four pumps and hailing, he could not 
free her : that on the 9th it was calm, but the fea continued fo high, that the Ihip, in rolling, 
opened all her upper works and feams, and Han- 
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ed the butt eruls of her planking, and the great- 
eft part- of her top-timbers, the bolts being drawn 
by the violence of her roll r that, in this condh- 
tion, with other additional difafters to the hull 
and tigging, they continued bearing to the weft- 
ward till the 12th ; that they were then in fixty 
degrees of fouth latitude, in great want of pn» 
vifions, numbers eveiy day perifhing by the fak 
tigue of pumping, and thofe who furvived being 
quite diTpirited by labour, hunger, and the fe<- 
verity of the weather, they having two fpans of 
fnow upon the decks; that then finding the wind 
fixed in the weftern quarter, and blowing-ftrong^ 
and confequently their paflage to the weftw^'rcl 
impoflible, they refolved to bear away for the ri- 
ver of Plate : that, on the 22d, they were obliged 
to throw overboard all the upper-deck guns, arid 
an anchor, and to take fix turn of the cable found 
the fhip, to prevent her opening; that, on the 
4th of April, it being calm, but a very high 
fea, the fhip. rolled fo much, that the main-maft 
came by the board, and, in a few hours after, 
{he loft, in like manner, her fore-maft and her mixen-maft;; and that, to accumulate their mif- 
fortunes, they werefoon obliged to cut away their 
bowfprit, to diminifh, if pdftible, the leakage at 
her bead ; that, by this time, he had loft two- hundred and fifty men by hunger and fatigue ; for 
thofe who were capable of working at the pumps, 
(at which every officer without exception took his turn), were allowed only an ounce and half of 
bifeuit per diem ; and thofe who were fb fick or 
fo weak that they could not affift in this neceflary 
labour, bad no more than an ounce of wheat; fa 
that it was common for the men to fall down dead 
at the pumps : that,, including the officers, they could only mufter fropi eighty to a hundred per- 
fons capable of duty ; that the fouth-weft: winds 
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blew fb frefli, after they had loft their malts* that 
they could pot immediately fet up jury-m'afts,. 
but were obliged to drive like a wreck, between 
the latitudes of *2 and 28, till the 24th-'of April* 
when thfep made the eonft of Brazil at R16 de 
Patas, ten leagues- to the fouthward of the illand 
of St Catharine’s; that here they came toan anchor, 
and that the captain was very defirous of pro- 
ceeding to St Catharine’s, if pollible, in order to 
-fave the hull of the ftiip, and the guns and (lores 
on board her; but the crew inftantly left olF 
pumping, and being enraged at the hardfhips 
they had fuffered, and the numbers they had 
left), there being, at that time, no lefs than 
thirty dead bodies lying on the deck), they all 
with one voice cried out, On Jloore, on Jhare, and 
obliged the captain to run the fhip in diredlly for 
the land, where, the fifth day after, fhe funk with 
her (lores and all her furniture on board her, but 
the remainder of the crew, whom hunger and 
fatigue had fpared, to the number of four hun- 
dred, got fafe on (hore. 

From this account of the adventures and cata- 
ftrophe of the Guipufcoa, we may form fome 
conjedlure of the manner in which the Hermio- 
nd was loft, and of the diftreffes endured by the 
three remaining fhips of the fquadron, which 

> got into the river of Plate. Thefe laft being in great want of mads, yards, rigging, and all kind 
of naval (tores, and having no fupply at Buenos Ayres, nor in any of their neighbouring fettle- 
ments, Pizarro difpatched an advice-boat, with 
a letter of credit, to Rio Janeiro, to purchafe 
what was wanting from the Portuguefe : he, at 
the fame time, fent an exprefs acrofs the conti- nent toSt Jago in Chili, to be thence forwarded 
to the viceroy of Peru, informing him of the dif- 
afters that had befallen his ftjuadron) and defs- 
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ring- a remittance of 200,000 dollars from die 
royal chefts at Lima, to enable him to victual 
and reft: his remaining flops, that he might bp 
again in a condition to attempt the paflage to thp 
South Seas, as foon as the feafbn of the yea^ 
fliould be more favourable. It is mentioned by 
the Spaniards as a moft extraordinary' circum- 
llance, that the Indian charged with this exprefs, 
(though it was then the depth of winter, when 
the Cordilleras are pfteemed impaftible op account 
pf the fnow), was only thirteen days in his jour- 
ney from Buenos Ayres to St Jago in Chili j tho* 
thefe places are diftant three hundred Spanifft 
kagues, near forty of which are amongit the 
fnows and precipices of the Cordilleras. 

The return to this difpatch of Pizarro's frorn 
the viceroy of Peru was noways favourable ; in- 
Head of 200,000 dollars the fum demanded, the 
viceroy remitted him only 100,000, telling him, 
that it was with great difficulty he was able to 
procure him even that ; though the inhabitants 
at Lima, who confidered the prefence of Pizarro 
as abfolutely neceflary to their fecurity, were much difcontented at this procedure, and did not fail 
to afTert, that it was not the want of money, but 
the interefted views of fome of the viceroy’s con- 
ftdents, that prevented Pizarro from having the 
whole fum he had afked for. 

The advice-boat fent to Rio Janeiro alfb exe- 
cuted her commiffion but imperfectly; for though 
fhe brought hack a confiderable quantity of pitch,, tar, and cordage, yet Ihe could not procure either 
mafts or yards 5 and, as an additional misfortune, 
Pizarro was difappointed of fome mafts he ex- 
pelled from Paraguay; for a carpenter, whom, 
he entrufted with a large fum of money, and had fent there to cut mafts, inftead of profecuting- 
the huftuefs he was employed in, had married in 
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the country, and refufed to return. However, 
by removing the marts of the Efperanza into the 
Afia, and making ufe of what fpare marts and' 
yards they had onboard, they made a Drift to refit 
the Afia and the St Eftevan; and, in the October 
following, Pizarro was preparing to put to fea with thefe two (hips, in order to attempt the paf- 
fage round Cape Horn a fecond time ; but the 
St Eftevan, in coming down tire river Plate, ran 
on a fhoal, and beat off her rudder, on which, 
and other damages Ihe received, fhe was con- 
demned and broke up, and Pizarro, in the Afia, 
proceeded to fea without her. Having now the fummer before him, and the winds favourable, 
no doubt was made of his having a fortunate and 
fpeedy pafiage; but, being off Cape Horn, and 
going right before the wind, in very moderate 
weather, though in a fwelling fea, by fome mif- 
condudl: of the officer of the watch, the ffiip roll- 
ed away her .marts, and was a fecond time 
obliged to put back to the river of Plate in 
great diftrefs. 

The Afia having confiderably fuffered in this 
fecond unfortunate expedition, the Efperanza, 
which had been left behind at Monte Vedio, was 
ordered to be refitted, the command of her beiqg 
given to Mindinuetta, who was captain of the 
Guipufcoa when fhe wras loft. He, in the No- 
vember of the fucceeding year, that is, in Novem- 
ber 1742, failed from the river of Plate for the South Seas, and arrived fafe on the coaft of Chi- 
li, where his commodore Pizarro paffing over land 
from Buenos Ayres met him. There were great 
animofities and conteftsbetween tbefe two gentle- 
men at their meeting, occafioned principally by 
the claim of Pizarro to command the Efperanza, 
w hich Mindinuetta had brought round ; forMin- 
diimetu reiufcd to deliver her up to him, iofilt- 
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ing, that as he came into the South Seas alone* 
and under no fuperior, it was not now in the 
power of Pizarro to refume that authority which 
he had once parted with. However, the prefi- 
dent of Chili interpofing, and declaring for Pizar- 
ro, Mindinuetta, after a long and obllinate 
ftruggle, was obliged to fubmit. 

But Pizarro had not yet completed the feries 
of his adventures •, for when he and Mindinuet- 
ta came back by land from Chili to Buenos 
Ayres, in the year 1745, they foiprd at Monte 
Vedio the Afia, which, near three years before, 
they had left there. This drip they refolved, if 
polfible, to carry to Europe, and, with this 
view, they refitted her in the bell manner they 
could ; but their great difficulty was to procure 
a fufficient number of hands to navigate her, for 
all the remaining failors of the fquadron to be 
met with in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres 
did not amount to an hundred men. They en- 
deavoured to fupply this defe£l: by preffing ma- 
ny of the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, and put- 
ting on board, befides, all the Engliffi prifoners 
then in their cuftody, together with a number of 
Portuguefefmugglers, which they had taken at dif- 
ferent times, and fome of the Indians of the 
country. Among thefe laft there was a chief, 
and ten of his followers, which had been fur- 
prifed by a party of Spaniffi foldiers about three 
months before. The name of this chief was O- 
reUana; he belonged to a very powerful tribe, 1 which had committed great ravages in the neigh- 
bourhood of Buenos Ayres. With this motley 
crew (alf of them, except the European Spa- 
niards, extremely averfe to the voyage) Pizarro 
fet fail from Monte Vedio, in the river of Plate, about the beginning of November 1745} and 

•the native Spaniards being no itrangers to the 
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diflatisfa£lion of their forced men, treated both 
thofe, the Englifh prifoners and the Indians, 
with great infolence and barbarity ; but more 
particularly the Indians ; for it was com- 
mon for the meaneft officers in the (hip to beat 
them moft cruelly on the flighted pretences, 
and oftentimes only to exert their fuperiority. 
Orellana, and his followers, though, in appear- 
ance, fufficiently patient and fubmiffive, medi- 
tated a feyere revenge for all thefe inhumanities. 
As he converfedverywellinSpaniffi, (thefe Indians 
having, in time of peace, a great intercourfe with 
Buenos Ayres), he affected to talk with fuch o^fhe 
Engliffi as underdood that language, and feemed 
very defirous of being informed how manyEngliffi- men there were on board, and which they were. 
As he knew that the Engliffi were as much ene- 
mies to the Spaniards as himfelf, he had doubt- 
lefs an intention of difclofing his purpofes to 
them, and making them partners in the fcheme 
he had projected for revenging his wrongs, and 
recovering his liberty: but, having founded 
them at a didance, and not finding them fo pre- 
cipitate and vindictive as he expeCled, he pro- 
ceeded no further with them, but refolved to 
trud alone to the refolution of his ten faithful fol- 
lowers. Thefe it ffiould feem readily engaged 
to obferve his directions, and to execute what- 
ever commands he gave them : and having agreed 
on the meafures neceffary to be taken, they fird 
furniffied themfelves with Dutch knives ffiarp at 
the point, which being the common knives ufed 
In the ffiip, they found no difficulty in procu- 
ring. Befides this, they employed their leifure 
in fecretly cutting out thongs from raw hides, 
of which there were great numbers on board, 
and in fixing to each end of thefe thongs the 
double-headed fliot of the fmall quarter-deck. 
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guns; this when fwung round their heads, ac- cording to the pra£Hce of their country, was a 
moil mifchievous wreapon, in the ufe of which 
the Indians about Buenos Ayres are trained 
from their infancy, and confequently are ex- 
tremely expert. Thefe particulars being in good 
forwardnefs, the execution of their fcheme was 
perhaps precipitated by a particular outrage 
committed on Orellana himfelf; for one of the 
officers, who was a very brutal fellow, ordered 
Orellana aloft, which being what he was incap- 
able of performing, the officer, under pretence of 
his difobedience, beat him with fuch violence, 
that he left him bleeding on the deck, and Itu- 
pified for fome time with his bruifes and 
wounds. This ufage undoubtedly heightened 
his thirft for revenge, and made him eager and 
impatient till the means of executing it were in 
his power ; fo'that within a day or two after this incident, he and his followers opened their def- 
perate refolves in the enfuing manner. 

It was about nine of the evening when many 
of the principal officers were on the quarter-deck indulging in the freffinefs of the night air; the 
wafte of the ffiip was filled with live cattle, and 
the fore-caftle was manned w'ith its cuftomary 
watch. Orellana and his companions, underco- 
ver of the night, having prepared their weapons, 
and thrown off their trouzers and the more cum- 
brous part of their drefs, came all together on 
the quarter-deck, and drew towards the door of 
the great cabin. The boatfwain immediately re- primanded them, and ordered them to be gone. 
On this Orellana fpoke to his followers in his 
native language, when four of them drew off, two 
towards each gangway, and the chief of the fix remaining Indians feemed to be ilowly quitting 
the quarter-deck. When the detached Indians 
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had taken poffeffion of the gangway, Orellana 
placed his hands hollow to his mouth, and bel- 
lowed out the war-cry ufed by thofe favages, 
which is faid to be the harfheft and molt terrify- 
ing found known in nature. This hideous yell 
was the fignal for beginning the mafhicre : for 
on this they all drew their knives, and brandifii- 
ed their prepared double-headed fliot; and the fix 
with their chief, which remained on the quarter- 
deck, immediately fell on the Spaniards who were 
intermingled with them, and laid near forty of 
them at their feet, of which above twenty were 
killed on the fpot, and the reft difabled. Many 
of the officers, in the beginning of the tumult, puflied into the great cabin, where they put out 
the lights, andbarricadoed the door; whilft of 
the others who had avoided the firft fury of the 
Indians, fome endeavoured to efcape along the 
gangways into the forecaftle, where the Indians, 
placed on purpofe, (tabbed the greateft part of 
them as they attempted to pafs by, or forced them 
off the gangways into the wafte: fome threw them- 
felves voluntarily over the barricadoes into the wafte, and thought themfelves fortunate to lie 
concealed amongft the cattle; but the greateft part 
efeaped up the main (hrouds, and (heltered them- 
felves either in the tops or rigging. And though the Indians attacked only the quarter-deck, yet 
the watch in the forecaftle finding their commu- nication cut ofL and being terrified by the 
wounds of the few, who not being killed on the 
fpot, had ftrength fufficient to force their pafl'age, 
and not knowing either wrho theirenemies were, >r 
what were their numbers, they likewife gave all 
over for loft, and in great confufion ran up into 
the rigging of the fore-maft and bowfprit. 

Thus .thefe eleven Indians, with a refolutren 
| perhaps-without example, poffeffed themfelves. 

Yol. I. E 
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almoft in an inftant, of the quarter-deck of a 
flop mounting fixty-fix guns, and manned with 
near five hundred hands, and continued in peace- 
able polfeffion of this poll a confiderable time. 
For the officers in the great cabin, (amongft 
whom were Pizarro and Mindinuetta), the crew 
between decks, and thofe who had efcaped into 
the tops and rigging, were only anxious for 
their own fafety, and were for a long time, inca- 
pable of forming any projedh for fuppreffing the 
infurre£Hon, and recovering the pofleffion of the 
ihip. It is true, the yells of the Indians, 
the groans of the wounded, and the confufed 
clamours of the crew, all heightened by the ob- 
fcurity of the nighty had at firft greatly magnified 
their danger, and had filled them with the ima- 
ginary terrors which darknefs, diforder, and an 
ignorance of the real ftrength of an enemy, never 
fail to produce. For as the Spaniards were fen- 
fible of the difaffe£tion of their preft hands, and 
were alfo confeious of their barbarity to their pri- 
foners, they imagined the confpiracy was gene- 
ral, and confidered their own deftrudtion as infal- 
lible ; fo that, it is faid, fome of them had once ta- 
ken the refolution of leaping into the fea, but 
were prevented by their companions. 

However, when the Indians had entirely cleared 
the quarter-deck, the tumult, in a great meafure 
fublided ; for thofe who had efcaped were kept' 
filent by their fears, and the Indians were inca- 
pable of purfuing them to renew the diforder. 
Orellana, when he faw himfelf mailer of the 
quarter-deck, broke open the arm-cheft, which, 
on a flight fufpicion of mutiny, had been ordered- 
there a few days befpre, as to a place of the 
greateft fecurity. Here he took it for granted 
he ffiould find cutlafles fufficient for himfelf and 
his companions, in the ufe of which weapon they 
were alF extremely Ikilful, and, with thefe, it 
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was imagined, they propofed to have forced th6 
great cabin : but, on opening the>'cheft, there 
appeared nothing but fire-arms, which, to them 
were of no ufe. There were indeed cutlafTea in 
the cheft, but they were hid by the fire-arms being 
laid over them. This was a fenfible difappoint- 
ment to them : and by this time Pizarro and his 
companions in the great cabin, were capable of 
converfing aloud through the cabin windows and 
port-holes with thofe in the gun-room and between 
decks : and from hence they learned, that the 
Englifh (whom they principally fufpe&ed) were 
all fafe helow, and had not intermeddled in this mutiny ; and, by other particulars, they at laft 
difcovered that none were concerned in it but Orel- 
lana and his people. On this, Pizarro and the of- 
ficers refolved to attack them on the quarter-deck, 
before any of the difcontented on board fhould fo 
far recover their firfl: furprife, as to reflect on the 
facility and certainty of feizing the (hip, by a junc- 
tion with the Indians in the prefent emergency. With this view, Pizarro got together what arms 
were in the cabin, and diftributed them to thofe 
who were with him: but there were no other fire- 
arms to be met with but piftols, and for thefe they 
had neither powder nor ball. Ho ever, having now fettled a correfpondence with the gun-room, 
they lowered down a bucket out of the cabin win- dow, into which the gunner, out of one of the 
gun-room ports, put a quantity of piftol cartridges. 
When they had thus procured ammunition, and 
had loaded their piftols, they fet the cabin door 
partly open, and fired feveral (hot amongft the 
Indians on the quarter-deck, though at firft with- 
out efFe£t ; but at laft Mindinuetta, whom we 
have often mentioned, had the good fortune td 
fhoot Orellana dead on the fpot ; on which his 
faithful companions, abandoning all thoughts of 
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farther refiftance, inftantly leaped into the fea, 
where they every man perifhed. Thus was this 
infurre£lion quelled, and the poffeffion of the 
quarter-deck regained, after it had been full two 
hours in the power of this great arid daring chief, 
and his gallant unhappy countrymen. 

Pizarro having efcaped this imminent peril, 
fleered for Europe, and arrived fafe on the coaft 
of Gallicia, in the beginning of the year 1746, 
after having been abfent between four and five 
years, and having, by his attendance on our ex- 
pedition', diminifhed the naval power of Spain 
by above three thoufand hands, (the flower of 
their faiiors), and by four confiderable fhips of 
war and a patache. For we have feen, that the 
Hermiona foundered at fea ; the Guipufcoa was 
fir an ded, and funk on the coaft of Brazil; the 
•St Eftevarr was condemned, and broke up in the 
river of Plate ; and the Efperanza being left in 
the South Seas, is doubtlefs, by this time, inca- 
pable of returning to Spain. So that the Afia 
only, with lefs than one hundred hands, may be 
regarded as all the remains of that fquadron with 
which Pizarro firft put to fea. And whoever 
confiders the very large proportion which this 
fquadron bore to the whole navy of Spain, will, 
I believe, confefs, that had our undertaking been 
attended with no other advantages than that of 
ruining fo great a part of the fea-force of fo dan- 
gerous an enemy, this alone would be a fufficient equivalent for our equipment, and an inconteft- 
a ie proof of the fervice which the nation has 
thence received. Having thus concluded this fur:.mary of Pizarro’s adventures, I fhall now' re- 
turn again to the narration of our own tran- 
fa&ions. 
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CHAP. IV. 

From Madeira to St Catharine’s. 
I HAVE already mentioned,, that,.on the 3d 

of November, we weighed from Madeira, 
after orders had been given to the captains to 
rendezvous at St Jago, one of tile Cape de Verd 
iflands, in cafe the fquadron was feparated. But 
the next day when we were got to fea,, the Com- 
modore, confidering that the feafon was far ad- 
vanced, and that touching at St Jago would cre- 
ate a new delay, he, for this reafon, thought pro- 
per to alter his rendezvous, and to appoint the 
ifland of St Catharine’s, on the coad of Brazil,, to be the firft place to which the drips of the 
fquadron were to repair in cafeof reparation. 

In our paffage to the ifland of St Catharine’s^ 
we found the direction of the traderwinds to dif- 
fer confiderably from what we had reaflan to ex- 
pert, both from the general hiftories given of 
thefe winds, and the experience of former navi- 
gators. For the learned Dsrtor Halley,, in his 
account of the trade-winds, which take place in. 
the Ethiopic and Atlantic ocean, tells us, that 
from the latitude of 28° N. to the latitude of 
io° N. there is generally a frelh gale of N. E. 
wind,, which, towards the African, fide, rarely 
comes to the euftward of E. N. E. or pafles to 
the northward of N. N. E. r. but on the Ameri- 
can fide, the wind is fomewhat more eafterly, 
though mod commoiVy even there it is a point 
or two to the northward of the e3d : that from 
ro° N. to 40 N. the calms and tornadoes take 
place j and from,40 N. to 30° S. the winds arege- 
neraljy and perpetually between the fouth.and the ead. This account we experted to have verified: 
by our own experience; but we found confidet- 

E* 
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able variations from it, both in refpeO; to the 
fteadinefs of the winds, and the quarter from 
whence they blew. For though we met with a 
N. E wind about the latitude of 28° N. yef, from- 
the latitude of 259 to the latitude of 18° N. the 
wind was never once to the northward of the 
eaft, but on the contrary, almoft eonftantly to 
the fouthward of it. However, from thence to 
the latitude of 6o° : 20' N. we had it ufually to 
the northward of the eafl:, though not entirely^ 
it having for a fhort time changed to E. S. E.: 
from hence, to about 40 46' NT. the weather was 
very unfettled; fometimes the wind was N. E. 
then changed to S. E. and fometimes we had a 
dead calm, attended with finall rain and lightning. 
After this, the wind continued almoft invariably 
between the S. and E. to the latitude 7^ 30' S. : 
and then again as invariably between the N. and 
E to the latitude of 150 30' S. : then E. and S* 
E to 219 37' S. But after this, even to the la- 
titude of 270 44' S. the wind was never once be- 
tween the-S. and the E. though we had it at times 
in all the other quarters of the compafs. But 
this laft circumftance may be in fome meafufe 
accounted for, from our approach to the main 
continent of the Brazils. I mention not thefe 
particulars with a view of cavilling at the recei- 
ved account of thefe trade-winds, which I doubt 
not are in general fufficiently accurate; but I thought it a matter worthy of public notice, that 
fuch deviations from the eftablilhed rules do 
fometimes take place. Befides, this obfervation 
rriay not only be of fervice to navigators, by put- 
ting them on their guard againft theft hitherto un- 
expedted irregularities, hut is a circumftance ne- 
ceffary to be attended to in the folution of that great queftion about the caufts of the trade- 
winds and naonfoons ; a queftion, which, in my 
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opinion, has not been hitherto difcuffed with 
that clearnefs and accuracy which its importance 
(whether it be confidered as a naval or philofophi- 
cal inquiry) feems to demand. 

On the 16th of November, one of our vi&ual- 
lers made a fignal to fpeak with the Commodore, 
and we fhortened fail for her to come up with 
us. The mafter came on board, and acquaint- 
ed Mr Anfon, that he had complied with the 
terms of his charter-party, and defired to be un- 
loaded and difmified. Mr Anfon, on confulting 
the captains of the fquadron, found all the fhipa 
had Hill fuch quantities of provifion between 
their decks, and were withal fo deep, that they 
could not, without great difficulty, take in their 
feveral proportions of brandy from the Induftry 
pink, one of the victuallers only; confequently 
he was obliged to continue the other of them, 
the Anna pink, in the fervice of attending the 
fiquadron. This being refolved on, the Commo- 
dore the next day made a fignal for the {hips to bring to, and to take on board their {hares from 
the Induftry pink ; and in this the long-boats of 
the fquadron were employed the three following 
days, that is, till the 19th in the evening, when 
the pink being unloaded, {he parted company 
with us, being bound for Barbadoes, there to 
take in a freight for England. Moft of the offi- 
cers of the fquadron took the opportunity of 
writing to their friends at home by this {hip ; 
but ffie was afterwards, as I have been fince in- 
formed, unhappily taken by the Spaniards. 

On the 20th of November, the captains of the 
fquadron reprefented to the Commodore, that 
their {hips companies were very fickly; and that 
it was their own opinion, as well as their fur- 
geons, that it would tend to the prefervation of 
the men to let in more air between decks v hut 
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that their fhips were fo deep, they could not pof- 
fibly open their lower ports. On this reprefen- 
tation, the Commodore ordered fix air-fcuttlea 
to be cut in each (hip, in fuch places where they 
would leaii weaken it. 

And on this occafion I cannot but obferve, 
how much it is the duty of all thofe who, either 
by office or authority, have any influence in the 
dire&ion of our naval affairs, to attend to this 
important article, the prefervation of the lives 
*nd health of our feanten. If it could be fuppo- 
fed that the motives of humanity were infuffi- 
cient for this purpofe, yet policy, and a regard to 
the fuccefs of our arms, and the intereft and ho- 
nour of each particular commander, Ihould natu- 
rally lead us to a careful and impartial examina- 
tion of every probable method propofed for main- 
taining a fhip’s crew in health and vigour. But 
hath this been always done ? have the late invent- 
ed, plain, and obvious methods of keeping our 
fhips fweet and clean, by a conftant fupply of 
frefh air, been confidered with that candour and 
temper, which the great benefits promifed hereby 
ought naturally to have infpired t On the con- 
trary have not thefe falutary fchemes been often 
treated with negledt and contempt ? and have 
not fome of thofe who have been intruded with 
experimenting their effects, been guilty of the 
mod indefenfible partiality in the accounts they 
have given of thefe trials ? Indeed it mud be . 
confeffed, that many didinguifhed perfons, both 
in the direftkm and command of our fleets, have 
exerted themfelves on thefe oceafions with a ju- 
dicious and difpaflionate examination, becoming 
the intereding nature of the inquiry; but the won- 
der is, that any could be found irrational enough- 
to.a£I a contrary part, in defpiteof the drongeft 
tlictutes of prudence and humanity. 1 mult 
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however own, that I do not believe this eonduft 
to have arifen from motives fo favage as the firft 
refle&ion thereon does naturally fuggefl:; but I 
rather impute it to an obftinate, and, in fome 
degree, fuperftitious attachment to fuch pra&ices 
as have been long eftablilhed, and to a fettled 
contempt and hatred of all kinds of innovations, 
efpecially fuch as are projected by landmen, and 
perfons redding on fhore. But let us return from 
this, I hope not impertinent, digreffion. 

We eroded the equino£Hal with a fine frefh 
gale at S. E. on Friday the 28th of November, at 
four in the morning, being then in the longitude 
of 270 : 59' weft from London : and, on the 2d 
of December, in the morning, we faw a fail in 
the N. W. quarter, and made the Gloucefter’s 
and Tryal’s fignals to chafe; and, half an hour 
after, we let out our reefs, and chafed with the 
fquadron ; and about noon, a fignal was made 
for the Wager to take our remaining vi£Iuallerf the Anna pink, in tow : but at feven in the e- vening, finding we did not near the chace, and 
that the Wager was very far a-ftern, we fhorteU' 
ed fail, and made a fignal for the cruifers to join 
the fquadron. The next day but one we difeo- 
vered a fail, which, on a nearer approach, we 
judged to be the fame velfel. We chafed her the 
whole day, and though we rather gained upon 
her, yet night came on before we could overtake 
her, which obliged us to give over the chace, and 
to collett our fcattered fquadron. We were much 
chagrined at the efcape of this veflel, as we then 
apprehended her to be an advice-boat fenr from Old Spain to Buenos Ayres, with notice of our 
expedition; but we have fince learned that -we 
were deceived in this conjetture, and that it 
was our Eaft India company’s packet bound to 
St Helena. 
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On th6 10th of December, being by our ac- 

counts, in the latitude of 20° S. and 36° : 30'lon- 
gitude weft from London, the Tryal fired a gun 
to denote foundings. We immediately founded, 
and found fixty fathom water, the bottom ccarfe 
ground with broken ftiells. The Tryal being a- 
headofus, had at ohe time tliirty-feven fathom, 
•which afterwards increafed to ninety : and then 
/he found no bottom, which happened to us too 
at our fecond trial, though we founded with an 
hundred and fifty fathom line. This is the fhoal 
which is laid down in moft charts by the name of 
the Abrollos ; and it appeared we were upon the 
very edge of it: perhaps farther in it may be ex- 
tremely dangerous. We were then, by our dif- 
ferent accounts, from ninety to fixty leagues eaft 
of the coaft of Brazil. The next day but one we 
fpoke with a Portuguefe brigantine from Rio Ja- 
neiro, bound to Bahia delTodos Santos, who in- 
formed us, that we were thirty-four leagues from 
Cape 'St Thomas, aad forty leagues from Cape 
Frio, which laft bore from us W. S. W. By our 
accounts we were near eighty leagues from Cape 
Frio; and though, on the information of this 
brigantine, we altered our courfe, and flood 
more to the fouthward, yet by our coming in with 
the land afterwards, we were fully convinced 
that our reckoning was much correfter than our 
Portuguefe intelligence. We found a confider- 
able current fetting to the fouthward, after we 
had pafied the latitude of 160 S. and the fame 
took place all along the coaft of Brazil, and even 
to the fouthward of the river Plate, it amounting 
fometimes to thirty miles in twenty-four hours, 
and once to above, forty miles. 

If this current is occafioned (as it is moft pro- bable) by the running off of the water accumula- 
ted on the coaft of Brazil, by the conftant fweep- 
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ing of the eaftern trade-wind over the Ethiopic 
ocean, then it is moft natural to fuppofe that its 
general courfe is determined by the bearings of 
the adjacent Ihore. Perhaps too, in almoft every 
other inllance of currents, the fame may hold 
true, as I believe no examples occur of confider- 
able currents being obferved at any great diftance 
from land. If this then could be laid down for 
a general principle, it would be always eafy to 
correct the reckoning by the obferved latitude. 
But it were much to be wilhed, for the general 
interefts of navigation, that the a£hial fettings 
of the different currents which are known to take 
place in various parts of the world, were exami- 
ned more frequently and accurately than hither- 
to appears to have been done. \Ve now began to grow impatient for a fight 
of land, both for the recovery of our fick, and 
for the refrefhment and fecurity of thofe who as 
yet continued healthy. When we departed from 
St Helen’s, we were in fo good a condition, that 
we loft but two men on board the Centurion in our long paffage to Madeira : but, in this prefent 
run between Madeira and St Catharine’s, we were 
remarkably fickly, fo that many died, and great 
numbers were confined to their hammocks, both in our own {hip, and in the reft of the fquadroh, 
and feveral of thefe paft all hopes of recovery. 
The diforders they in general laboured under, 
were fuch as are common to the hot climate, and 
what moft ftiips, bound to the fouthward expe- 
rience in a greater or lefs degree. Thefe are 
thofe kind of fevers which they ufually call ca- 
lentures ; a difeafe which was not only terrible 
in its firft inftance, but even the remains of it 
often proved fatal to thofe who confidered them- 
felves as recovered -from it : for it always left 
ihcm in a very weak and helplefs condition, and 
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ufually affli&ed either with fluxes or tenefmus’s. 
By our continuance at fea, all thefe complaints 
were every day increafing, fo that it was with great 
joy we difcovered the coaft of Brazil, on the 16th 
of December, at feven in the morning. 

The coaft of Brazil appeared high and moun- 
tainous land, extending from W. to W. S. W. 
and when we firft faw it, it was about feventeen 
leagues diftant. At noon we perceived a low 
double land, bearing W. S. W. about ten leagues 
diftant, which we took to be the ifland of St Ca- 
tharine’s. That afternoon, and the next morn- ing, the wind being N. N. W. we gained very 
little to windward, and were apprehenfive of be- 
ing driven to the leeward of the ifland ; but a lit- 
tle before noon the next day, the wind came a- 
bout to the fouthward, and enabled us to fteer 
in between the north point of St Catharine’s, and 
the neighbouring ifland of Alvoredo. As we 
flood in for the land, we had regular foundings, 
gradually decreafing from thirty-fix to twelve fa- 
thom, all muddy ground. In this laft depth of 
water, we let go our anchor at five o’clock in the 
evening of the 18th, the north-weft .point of the 
ifland of St Catharine’s bearing S. S. W. diftant 
three miles ; and the ifland Alvoredo N. N. E. 
diftant two leagues. Here we found the tide to 
fet S. S. E. and N. N. W. at the rate of two 
knots, the tide of flood coming from the fouth- 
ward. We could from our mips obferve two 
fortifications at a confiderable diftance within us, which feemed defigned to prevent the paflage of 
an enemy between the ifland of St Catharine’s 
and the main. And we could foon perceive that 
our fquadron had alarmed the coaft, for we faw 
the two forts hoift their colours, and fire feveral 
guns, which we fuppofed were figuuls for aflem- 
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bling the inhabitfints. To prevent any confu- 
fion, the Commodore immediately fent 2 boat 
with an officer on ffiore, to compliment the Go- 
vernor, and to defire a pilot to carry us into the 
road. The Governor returned a very civil anfwer, 
and ordered us a pilot. On the morning of the 
2cth we weighed and Jtood in, and towards noon 
the pilot came on board us, who the fame after- 
noon brought us to an anchor in five fathom and 
an half, in a large commodious bay on the con- 
tinent fide, called by the French, Bon Port. In 
{landing from our laft anchorage to this place, 
we every where found an oozy bottom, with a 
depth of water firft regularly decreafing to five 
fathom, and then increafing to feven, after which 
we had fix and five fathom alternately^ The 
next morning we weighed again with the fqua- 
dron, in order to run above the two fortifications 
we have mentioned, which are called the caftles 
of Santa Cruiz, and St Juan. Our foundings 
now, between the i/land and the main, were 
four, five, and fix fathom, with muddy ground. 
As we paffied by the caftle of Santa Cruiz, we 
fainted it with eleven guns, and were anfwered 
by an equal number; and at one in the after- 
noon, the fquadron came to an anchor in five fa- 
thom and an half, the Governor’s ifland bearing 
N. N. W. St Juan’s callle N. E. j E. and the 
jfland of St Antonio fouth. In this pofition we 
moored at the ifland of St Catharine’s, on Sun- 
day, the 21ft of December, the whole fquadron 
being, as I have already mentioned, fickly, and 
in great want of refrefhments; both which in- 
conveniences we hoped to have foon removed at 
this fettlement, celebrated by former navigators 
for its healthinefs, and the plenty of its provi- fions, and for the freedom, indulgence, and 
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friendly afliftance there given to the (hips of all 
European nations in amity with the crown of 
Portugal. 

CHAP. V. 
Proceedings at St Catharine’s, and a de- 

fcription of the place, with a ihort ac- 
count of Brazil. 

OU R firft care, after having moored our 
Ihips, was to get our fick men on Ihore ; 

preparatory to which, each (hip was ordered by 
the Commodore, to efett two tents; one of them 
for the reception of the deceafed, and the other 
for the accommodation of the furgeon and his 
alhftants. We fent about eighty fick from the 
Centurion; and the other (hips, I believe, fent 
nearly as many, in proportion to the number of 
their hands. As foon as we had performed this 
neceflary duty, we fcraped our decks, and gave 
our lhip a thorough cleanfing, then fmoaked it 
between decks, and after all, wafhed every part 
well with vinegar. Thefe operations were ex- 
tremely neceflary for correcting the noifome 
ftench on board, and deftroying the vermin ; for 
from the number of our men, and the heat of 
the climate, both thefe nuifances had increafed 
upon us to a very loathfome degree ; and befides 
being molt intolerably offenfive, they were 
doubtlefs, in fome fort, productive of the ficknefs 
we had laboured under for a confiderable time before our arrival at this ifland. 

Our next employment was v/ooding and watering 
our fquadron, caulking our {hip’s fides and decks, 
overhauling our rigging, and fecuring our mafts 
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againft the tempeftuous veather we were, in all pro*- 
bability, to meet with in our pafiage round Cape 
Horn, in fo advanced and inconvenient a feafon. 
But before I engage in the particulars of thefe 
tranfadfions, it will not be improper to give fome 
account of the prefent ftate of this ifland of St Ca- 
tharine’s, and of the tieighbouring country; both 
as the circumftances of this place are now great- 
ly changed from what they w'ere in the time of 
former writers ; and as thefe changes laid u§ 
under many more difficulties and perplexities 
than we had reafon to expedl, or than other Bri- tifh fhips, hereafter bound to the South Seas, may 
perhaps think it prudent to ftruggle with. 

This ifland is efteemed by the natives to be no where above two leagues in breadth, though a- 
bout nine in length : it lies in 490 : 45' of weft 
longitude of London, and extends from the fouth 
latitude of 270 : 35', to that of 28°. Although 
it be of a confiderable height, yet it is fcarce dif- 
cernible at the diftance of fen leagues, being then 
obfcured under the continent of Brazil, whofe 
mountains are exceeding high ; but on a nearer approach, it is eafy to be diftinguifhed, and may 
be readily known by a number of fmall iflands 
lying at each end, and fcattered along the eaft 
fide of it. In the annexed plate there is exhibit- 
ed a very exaift view of the N. E> end of the 
ifland, uffiere (a) is its N. E. point, as it appears 
when it bears N. W. And (£) is the fmall ifland 
of Alvoredo, bearing N. N. W. at the diftance 
of feven leagues. The beft entrance to the har- 
bour is between the point (a) and the ifland of 
Alvoredo, where fhips may pafs under the guid- 
ance of their lead, without the leaft apprehen- 
fions of danger. The vrewof this north entrance 
of the harbour is reprefented in the fecond plate, 
where (a) is the N. W. end of St Catharine’* 
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ifland, (b) Parrot ifland, (c) a battery on St Ca- 
tharine’s, and [d) a battery on a {mail ifland near 
the continent. Frezier has given a draught of 
this ifland of St Catharine’s, and of the neigh- 
bouring coafl:, and the minuter ifles adjacent j 
but he has, by mifbke, called the ifland of Al- 
Toredo, the ifle de Gal; whereas the true ifle de 
Gal lies feven or eight miles to the north-weft- 
ward of it, and is much fmaller. He has alfo 
called an iitand, to the fouthward of St Catha- 
rine’s, Alvoredo, and has omitted the iflandMala- 
qura; inothcr relpedts his planisfufficientlyexa<El. 

The north entrance of the harbour is in breadth a- 
bout five miles j and the diftanee from thencetothe 
ifland of St Antonio, is eight miles; and the courfe 
from the entrance to St Antonio, is S. S. W. § W. 
About the middle of the ifland the haibour is 
eontrafled by two points of land, to a narrow- 
channel, no more than a quarter of a mile broad j 
and to defend this paflage a battery was ere&ing 
on the point of land on the ifland fide. But this 
feems to be a very ufelefs work, as the channel 
ha:; no more than two fathom water, and confe- 
quently is navigable only for barks and boats j 
and therefore feems to be a paflage that an ene- 
my could have-no inducement to attempt; efpe- 
cially as the common paflage at the north end 
of the ifland, is fo broad and fafe that no fqua- 
dron can be prevente«l from coming in by any of 
their fortifications, when the fea-breeze is made. 
However, the Brigadier Don Jofe Sylva de Paz, 
the governor of this fettlement, is efteemed an 
expert engineer, and he doubtlefs underftands 
one branch of his bufinefs very well, which is, 
the advantages which new works bring to thofe 
who are entrufted with the care of ere&ing 
them r for befides the battery mentioned above, 
there are three other forts carrying on for the de- 
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fence of the harbour, none of which are yet com- 
pleted. The firit of thefe^ called St Juan, is- 
built on a point of St Catharine’s,, near Parrot 
ill and ^ the fecond, inform of a half-moon, is 
on the ifland. of St Antonio ; and. the- third* 
which feems to be the chief, and has fome ap- 
pearance of a regular fortification, is on an 
ifland near the continent* where the Governor 
refides. <. > 

The foil of the ifland is truly luxuriant, pro- 
ducing fruits of many kinds fpontaneoufly ; and 
the ground is covered over with one continued 
forelt of trees: of a perpetual verdure, which, 
from the exuberance of the foil, are fo entangled 
with briars, thorns, and under-wood, as to form 
a thicket abfolutely impenetrable* except by fome narrow pathways which the inhabitants have 
made for their own convenience. Thefe, with a 
few fpots. cleared for plantations, along the fhore* 
facing the continent, are the only uncovered parts, 
of the ifland. The woods are extremely fragrant, 
from the many aromatic trees and Ihrubs with 
which they abound; and the fruits and vegetables 
of all climates thrive here, almoft without cul- 
ture, and are to be procured m great plenty ; fo 
that here is no want of pine-apples, peaches* 
grapes, oranges* lemons, citrons, melons, apri- 
cots, nor plantains. There are, befldes, great 
abundance of two other productions of no fmall 
confideration for a fea-ftore, I mean onipns and 
potatoes. The flefh-provifions are however much 
inferior to the vegetables : there are indeed fmall 
wild cattle to be purchafed, fomewhat like buffa- 
loes ; but thefe are very indifferent food, their flefh being of a loofe contexture, and generally 
©f a difagreeable flavour, which is probably o^ing: 
to the wild calabafh on which they feed. There: 
axe likewife great plenty of pheafants ; hut they 
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are not to be compared in. tafte to thofe we have 
in England. The other provifions o£ the place 
are monkeys,, parrots, and,, above all, filh of va- 
rious forts ; thefe abound in. the harbour, are’ 
exceeding good, and are eafiiy catched; for there1 

are a great number of finall fandy bays very con- venient for hauling the Seyrre. 
The water, both on. the ifland and the oppo- 

site continent, is excellent, and preferves at fea as. 
well as that of the Thames. For, after it has 
been in the calk, a day or two, it begins to purge 
itfelf, and ftinks moft intolerably, and is foot* 
covered over with a green fsum : but this, in a 
few days, fubfides-to the bottom, and leaves the 
water as clear as chryftal, and perfectly fweet. 
The French (who during their South-fea trade in Queen Anne’s reign, firll brought this place in- 
to repute) ufually wooded and watered in Bon 
Port, on the continent fide, where they anchor- 
ed with great fafety in fix fathom water j and 
this is doubtlefs the moft commodious road for 
fuch ftiips as intend to make only a fliort ftay- 
But we watered on the St Catharine’s fide, at a 
plantation oppofite to the ifland of St Antonio. 

Thefe are the advantages of this ifland of St 
Catharine’s; but there are many inconveniencies 
attending it, partly from its climate, but more 
from its new regulations, and the late form of go- 
vernment eftablifhed there. With regard to the 
climate, it muft be rfemembered, that the woods 
and hills which fmround the harbour, prevent a 
free circulation of the air : and the vigorous vege- 
tation which conftantly takes place there, furnilhes 
fuch a prodigious quantity of vapour, that, all the 
night, and a great part of the morning, a thick 
fog covers the whole country, and continues till either the fun gathers ftrength to diflipate it, or it 
is difpcrfed by a briikfea-breeze. This renders the 
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place elofe and humid, and probably occafionetf 
the many fevers and fluxes we w ere there aflli&ed 
vdth. To thefe exceptions I mull net omit to add, 
that all the day we were peitered with great num- 
bers of mufcatoes, which are not much unlike the 
gnats in England, but more venomous in their 
ftings. And, at fun-fet, when the mufcatoes re- 
tired, they were fucceeded by an infinity of fand- 
fiies, which, though fcance difcernible to*the na- 
ked eye, make a mighty buzzing, and, where- 
ever they bite, taife a fmall bump in the flefhi 
which is foon attended with a painful itching, 
like that arifing from the bite of an Englilh har- 
veft-bug. But, as the onlyTight in which this 
place deferveiour confideration, is its favourable 
fituation for fupplying and refreshing our cruizers 
intended for the South Seas ; in this view its 
greateft inconveniencies remain ftill to be related; 
and, to do this more diftin&ly, it will not be 
amifs to confider the changes which it has lately 
undergone, both in its inhabitants, its police^ 
and its governor. 

In the time of Frezier and Shelvocke, this 
place ferved only as a retreat to vagabonds and 
outlaws, who fled thither from all parts of Brazil. 
They did indeed acknowledge a fubje£Uon to the 
crown of Portugal, and had a perfon among 
them whom they called their Captain, who was 
confidered, in fome fort, as their governor; but 
both their allegiance to their king, and their o« 
bedience to their captain, feemed to* be little 
more than verbal. For as they had plenty of 
provifions, but no money, they were in a condi- 
tion to fupport themfelves without the affiftance 
of any neighbouring fettlements, and had not a- mongft them the means of tempting any adjacent 
governor to bufy his authority about them. In 
this fituation they were extremely hofpitable and 
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friendly to fuch foreign fhips as came amongft 
them. For thefe (hips, wanting only provilkms, 
©f which the natives had great ttore, and the na- 
tives wanting clothes, (for they often defpifed 
money, and refufed to take it), which the Ihips 
i'urnilhed them with in. exchange for their pro- 
yifions, both tides found their account in this traffic; and their captain or governor had neither 
power nor intereft to reftrarn it, or to tax it. 
But, of late (for reafons which ffiall be hereafter 
mentioned) thefe honed vagabonds have been 
obliged to receive amongd them a new colony,, 
apd to fubrnit to new laws and new forms of go- 
vernment. Inftead of their former ragged, bare- 
legged captain, f(wbom, however, they took care 
to keep innocent), they have now the honour tot 
be governed by Don Jofq Sylva de Pat, a briga- 
dier of the armies of Portugah This gentleman 
has with him a garrifon of foldiers, and has, eon- 
fequently, a more extenlive, and a better fup- 
ported power than any of his predeceflbrs ; and 
as he wears better clothes, and lives more fplen- 
didly, and has, befides, a much better knowledge 
of the importance of money than they could ever 
pretend to *, fo he puts in practice certain me- 
thods of procuring it, with which they were ut- 
terly unacquainted. But it may be much doubt- 
ed, if the inhabitants confider thefe methods as 
tending to promote either their intereds, or that 
of their fovereign, the king of PortugaL This- is certain, that his behaviour cannot but be ex- tremely embarraffing to fuchBritidi ffiips as touch 
there in their way to the South Seas. For one 
of his practices was, placing centinels at all the 
avenues, to- prevent the people from felling us 
any refrefhments, except at fuch exorbitant rates 
as we could not afford to give. His pretence-for 
this extraordinary dtetch of power was, .that he- 
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was obliged to preferve their provifions for up*- 
wards of an hundred families, which they daily 
expe£ied to reinforce their colony Hence he 
appears to be no novice in his profellion, by his 
readinefs at inventing a plaufible pretence for his 
interefted management. However, this, though 
fufficiently provoking, was far from being the 
moft exceptionable part of his condu6h For, by 
the neighbourhood of the river Plate, a confider- 
able fmuggling traffic is carried on between the 
Portugueze and the Spaniards, efpecially in the 
exchanging gold for filver, by which both prin* ces are defrauded of their fifths; and in this 
prohibited commerce Don Jofe was fo deeply 
engaged, that, in order to ingratiate fyimfelf with 
his Spaniffi correfpondents, (for no other reafoh can be given for his procedure), he tfeacheroufly 
difpatched an exprefs to Buenos Ayres, in the 
river of Plate where Pizarro then lay, with an 
account of our arrival, and of the ftrength of our 
fquadron, particularly mentioning the number of 
lliips, guns, and men, and every pircumftance 
which he could fuppofe our enemies defirous of 
being acquainted with: and the fame perfidy 
every Britiffi cruizer may expe& who touches at 
St Catharine’s, while it is undef the government 
of Don Jofe Sylva de Paz. 

Thus much, with what we fhall be neceffitatcd to relate in the courfe of our own proceedings, 
may fuffice as to the prefent ftate of St Catha- 
rine’s, and the character of its governor. But 
as the reader may be defirons of knowing to 
what eaufes the late new-modelling of this fettle- 
ment is owing; to fatisfy him in this particular, 
it will be neceffary to give a Ihort account of the 
adjacent continent of Brazil, and of the wonder- 
ful difeoveries which have been made there within 
ihefe lalt forty years, which, from a country of 
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but mean eftimation, has rendered it now per- 
haps the moft confiderable colony on the face of 
the globe. 

This country was firft difcovered by Americus 
Vefputio a Florentine, who had the good fortune 
to be honoured with giving his name to the im- 
menfe continent, fome time before found out by 
Columbus. Vefputio being in the fervice of the Portuguefe, it was fettled and planted by that 
nation, and, with the other dominions of Portu- 
gal, devolved to the crown of Spain, when that 
"kingdom became fubjeft to it. During the long 
war between Spain and the States of Holland, 
the Dutch, poflefled themfelves of the norther- 
moft part of Brazil, and were mailers of it for 
fome years; but when the Portuguefe revolted 
from the Spanilh government, this country took 
part in the revolt, and foon re-poffefled them- 
felves of the places the Dutch had taken: fince which time it has continued, without interrup- 
tion, under the crown of Portugal, being, till the 
beginning of the prefent century, only productive 
of fugar and tobacco, and a few other commo- 
dities of very little account. 

But this country, which, for many years, was 
only confidered for the produce of its plantations, 
has been lately difcovered to abound with the 
two minerals which mankind hold in the greateft 
efteem, and which they exert their utmoft art 
and induftry in acquiring, I mean gold and dia- 
monds : gold was firft found in the mountains 
which lay adjacent to the city of Rio Janeiro. 
The occafion of its difcovery is varioufly related; 
but the molt common account is, that the Indi- ans, lying on the back of the Portuguefe fettle- 
ments, were obferved, by the foldiers employed in an expedition againft them, to make ufe of 
this metal for their filh-hooks j and their man* 
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ner of procuring it being inquired into, it ap- 
peared that great quantities of it were annually 
wafhed from the hills, and left amongft the fand 
and gravel, which remained in the vallies after 
the running of, or evaporation of, the water. It 
is now little more than forty years fince any 
quantities of gold worth notice have been import- 
ed to Europe from Brazil; but, fince that time, 
the annual imports from thence have been con- 
tinually augmented, by the difcovery of places 
in other provinces, where it is to be met with as 
plentifully as at firll about Rio Janeiro. And it is now faid, that there is a fmall flender vein 
of it fpread through all the country, at about 
twenty-four feet from the furface, but that this 
vein is too thin and poor to anfwer the ex- 
pence of digging : however, where the rivers or 
rains have had any courfe for a corifiderable 
time, there gold is always to be colle&ed, 
the water having feparated the metal from the 
earth, and depofited it in the fands, thereby 
faving the expences of digging; fo that it is 
efteemed an infallible gain to be able to divert a 
ftream from its channel, and to ranfack its bed. 
From this account of gathering this metal, it 
fhould follow, that there are properly no gold 
mines in Brazil; and this the Governor of Rio 
Grande (who being at St Catharine’s, frequently 
vifited Mr Anfon) did molt confidently affirm, 
afluring us, that the gold was all colle£led either from rivers, or from the beds of torrents after 
floods. It is indeed aflerted, that in the moun- 
tains, large rocks are found abounding with this 
metal; and I myfelf have feen the fragment of 
one of thefe rocks with a confiderable lump of 
gold intangled in it; but even in this cafe, the 
workmen break off the rocks, and do not pro- 
perly mine into them •, and the great expence in 
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fubfifting among tbefe mountains, arid afterw’ards 
in fe.parating the metal From the ftone, makes 
this method of procuring gold to be but rarely 
put in prattice.- 

The examining the bottoms of rivers, and the 
gullies of torrents, and the wafhing the gold 
found therein from the fand and dirt, with which 
it is always mixed, are works performed by 
Haves, who are principally negroes, kept in great 
iium)jers by the Portuguefe for thefe purpofes. 
The regulation of the duty of thefe Haves is 
fingular: for they are each of them obliged to 
futnilh their mailer with the eighth part of an 
ounce of gold {ier diem ; and if they are either fo 
fortunate or induftrious as to colle£l a greater 
quantity, the furplus is confidered as, tiidf own 
property, and they have the liberty of difpofing 
of it as they think fit. So that it is faid fome 
negroes, who have accidently fallen upon rich 
walhing-places, havethemfelvespurchafed Haves, 
and have lived afterward in great fplendor, their 
original mailer having no other demand on them 
than the daily fupply of the forementioned eighth; 
which, as the Portuguefe ounce is fomewhat 
lighter than our Troy ounce, may amount to a- 
bout nine fhillings Sterling. 

The quantity of gold thus colle£led in the 
Brazils, and returned annually to Lilbon, may 
be, in fome degree, ellimated from the amount 
of the king’s fifth. This hath of late'been elli- mated, one year with another, to be one hun- 
dred and fifty arroves of 32 lb. Portuguefe 
weight each, which, at L. 4. the Tioy Ounce, 
makes very near L. 300,000 Sterling ; and con- 
fequently the capital, of which this is the fifth, 
is about a million and a half Sterling. It is ob- vious that the annual return of gold to Lifibon 
cannot be lefs than -this, though it be difficult 
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to determine how much it exceeds it: perhaps we 
may not be very much miftaken in our conjecture, 
if we fuppofe the gold exchanged for filver with 
the Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, and what is 
brought privily to Europe, and efcapes the duty, 
amounts to near half a million more, which will 
make the whole annual produce of the Brazilian 
gold near two millions Sterling; a prodigious 
fum to be found in a country, which, a few years 
fmce, was not known to. furnilh a Angle grain. 

I have already mentioned, that, befides gold, 
this country does likewii'e produce diamonds, 
The difcovery of thefe valuable ftones is muCh 
more recent than that of gold, it being as" yet 
fcarce twenty years fmce the firil were brought 
to Europe. They are found in the fame manner 
as the gold, in the gullies of torrents and beds of rivers, but only in particular places, and net 
fo univerfally fpread through the country. They 
were often found in walking the gold, before 
they were known to be diamonds, and were con- 
fequently thrown away with the fund and gravel 
feparated from it. And it is very well re- 
membered that numbers of very large Hones, 
which would have made ^he fortunes of the pof- 
felfors, have paired unregarded through the hands 
of thofe who now with impatience fupport the 
mortifying reflexion. However, about twenty 
years fmce, a perfort acquainted with the ap- pearance of rough diamonds conceived that thefe 
pebbles, as they were then efteemed, were of 
the fame kind. But it is faid that there was a 
conliderable interval between the firll flatting of 
this opinion, and the confirmation of it by pro- 
per trials and examination, it proving dhficult to 
perfuade the inhabitants, that what they had 
been long accuftomed to defpife could be ox’ rhe 
importance reprefented by this difcovery. And 

Vol. I. G 
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I have been informed, that in this interval, a go- 
vernor of one of their places procured a good 
number of thefe Hones, which he pretended to 
make ufe of at cards, to mark with inftead of 
counters. But it was at laft confirmed by Ikilful 
jewelers in Europe, confulted on this occafion, 
that the ftones thus found in Brazil were truly 
diamonds, many of which were not inferior ei- 
ther in luftre, or any other quality, to thofe of 
the Eaft-Indies. On this determination, the 
Portuguefe, in the neighbourhood of thefe places 
where they had been firft obferved, fet themfelves 
to fearch for them with great afliduity. And 
they were not without great hopes of difcovering 
confiderable mafles of them, as they found large 
rocks of chryllal in many of the mountains from 
whence the dreams came which wafhed down 
the diamonds. 

But it was foon reprefented to the king of 
Portugal, that if fuch plenty of diamonds fhould 
be met with as their fanguine conje&ures feemed 
to indicate, this would fo debafe their value, and 
diminiih their edimation, that, befides ruining 
all the Europeans, who had any quantity of In- 
dian diamonds in their pofieflion, it would render 
the difcovery itfelf of no importance, and would 
prevent his Majedy from receiving any advanta- 
ges from it. And on thefe confiderations his 
Majedy has thought proper to redrain the gene- 
ral fearch of diamonds, and has ere&ed a dia- 
mond company for that purpofe, with an exclu- 
five charter. 'I^his company, in confideration of 
a fum paid to the king, is veded with the property 
of all diamonds found in Brazil; but to hinder 
their colle&ing too large quantities, and thereby 
reducing their value, they are prohibited from 
employing above eight hundred flaves in fearch- 
ing after them. And to prevent any of his other 
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*ubje£ts from a&ing the fame part, and likewife 
*0 fecure the company from being defrauded by 
the interfering of interlopers in their trade and 
property, he has depopulated a large town, and 
a confiderable diftriA round it, and has obliged 
the inhabitants, who are faid to amount to fix 
thoufimd, to remove to another part of the coun - 
try ; for this town being in the neighbourhood 
of the diamonds, it was thought impofiible to 
prevent fuch a number of people who were on 
the fpot from frequently fmugg ing. In confeqence of thefe important difcoveries in 
Brazil, new laws, new governments, and new re- 
gulations have been eftabliflied in many parts of 
the country. For not long fince, a confiderable tra£I, pofl'elTed by a fet of inhabitantv wno, from 
their principal fettlement were called Paulifts, 
was almoft independent of the crown of Por- 
tugal, to which it fcarcely acknowledged more 
than a nominal allegiance. Thefe Paulifts are 
faid to be defcendants of thofe Portuguefe who 
retired from the northern part of Brazil, when 
it was invaded and poflefled by the Dutch. As» 
from the confufion of the times, th^y were long 
neglected by their fuperiors, and were obliged 
to provide for their own fecurity and defence, 
the neceffity of their affairs produced a kind of 
government amongft them, which they found 
fufficient for the confined manner of life to which 
they were inured. And being thus habituated 
to their own regulations, they at length grew 
fond of their independency; fo that reje&ing 
and defpifing the mandates of the court of Lif- 
bon, they were often engaged in a ftate of down- 
right rebellion ; and the mountains furrounding 
their country, and the difficulty of clearing the 
few paflages that open into it, generally put it in 
their power to make their own terms before they * 
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fubmitted. But as gold was found to abound in 
this country of the Paulifts, the prefent king of 
Portugal (during whofe reign almoft the whole 
difcoveries I have mentioned were begun and 
completed) thought it incumbent on him to re- 
duce this province, which now became of great 
confequence, to the fame dependency and obedi- 
ence with the reft of the country, which I am 
told he has at laft, though with great diflicuity, 
happily effe£ted. And the fame motives which 
induced his Majefty to undertake the reduction 
of the Paulifts, has alfo occafioned the changes 
I have mentioned to have taken place at the illand 
of St Catharine’s. For the governor of Rio 
Grande, of whom I have already fpoken, allured 
us that in the neighbourhood of this illand there 
were conliderable rivers, which were found to be 
extremely rich, and that this was the reafon that 
a garrifon, a military governor, and a new co’ony 
was fettled there. And as the harbour at this 
illand is by much the fecureft, and the molt ca- 
pacious of any on that coaft, it is not improbable, 
if the riches of the neighbourhood anfwer their 
expe&a'tion, but it may become in time the prin- 
cipal fettlement in Brazil, and the molt confider- 
able port in allSouth-America. 

Thus much I have thought neceftary to infert 
in relation to the prefent ftate of Brazil, and of 
the illand of St Catharine’s. For as this laft 
place has been generally recommended as the 
molt eligible port for our cruifers to refrelh at, which are bound to the South Seas, I believe it 
to be my duty to inftrutt my countrymen in the 
hitherto unexpe&ed inconveniencies which at- 
tend that place. And as the Brazilian gold and diamonds are fubje£ts about which, from their 
novelty, very few particulars have been hitherto 

* publilhed, I conceived this account 1 had collect- 
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ed of them would appear to the reader to be nei- 
ther a trifling, nor a ufelefs digreflion. Thefe 
fubje£ts being thus difpatched, I ihall now re- turn to the feries of our own proceedings. 

When we firft arrived at St Catharine’s, we 
were employed in refrefhing our fick on fhore, 
in wooding and watering the fquadron, cleanfmg 
eur Hups, and examining and fecuring our mafts 
and rigging, as I have already obferved in the- 

foregoing chapter. At the fame time Mr Anfon 
gave directions that the fhips companies fliould 
be fupplied with frelh meat, and that they fhould 
be viftualled with whole allowance of all the 
kinds of provifion. In confequence of thefe or- 
ders, we had frelh beef fent on board us conti- 
nually for our daily expence, and what was want- 
ing to make up our allowance we received from 
our victualler, the Anna pink, in order to pre- 
ferve the provifions on board our fquadron entire 
for our future fefvice. The feafon of the year 
growing each day lefs favourable for our paflage: 
round Cape Horn, Mr Anfon was very defirous^ 
of leaving this place as foon as poflible ; and we 
were at firlt in hopes that our whole bufinefs 
would be done, and we fhould be in a readinefs 
to fail in about a fortnight from our arrival; but 
on examining the Tryal’s mafts, we, to our no 
fmall vexation, found inevitable employment for 
twice that time. For, on a furvey,.it was found 
that the main-maft was fprung at the upper 
woulding, though it was thought capable of be- 
ing fecured by a couple of fillies ; but the fore- maft was reported to be unfit for fervice, and 
thereupon the carpenters were fent into the woods 
to endeavour to find a flick proper for a fore-maft;.. hut after a fearch of four days, they returned 
without having been able to meet with any tree, 
ik for. the purpofe. This obliged thpm to come.. 
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to 2 fecond confultation about the old fore-maft, 
when it was agreed ta endeavour to fecure it by 
cafing it with three fifhes j and in this work the 
carpenters were employed till within a day or 
two of our failing. In the mean time, the Com- 
modore,, thinking it neceflary to have a clean vef- 
fel on our arrival in the South Seas, ordered the 
Tryal to be hove down, as this would not occa- 
fion any lofs of time, but might be completed 
while the carpenters were refitting her marts, 
which was done on fhore. 

On the 27th of December we difcovered a fail 
in the offing v and not knowing but ftie might be 
a Spaniard, the eighteen oared boat was manned and armed, and lent under the command of our 
fecond lieutenant, to examine her before ffie ar- 
rived within the protection of the forts. She 
proved to be a Portuguefe brigantine from Rio 
Grande 1 and though our officer, as it appeared 
on inquiry, had behaved with the utmoft civility 
to the mafter, and had refufed to accept a caff, 
which the mafter would have forced on him as a 
prefent; yet the governor took great offence at 
our fending our boat, and talked of it in a high 
ft rain, as a violation of the peace fubfifting be- 
tween the two crowns of Great Britain and Por- 
tugal. We at firft imputed this ridiculous blu- 
ftering to no deeper a caufe than Don Jofe’s in- 
folence ; but as we found he proceeded fo far as 
to charge our officer with behaving rudely, and opening letters, and particularly with an attempt 
to take out of the veftel by-violence the very calf 
which we knew be had refufed to receive as a 
prefent, (a circumftance which we were fatisfied 
the governor was well acquainted with), we had 
hence reaftm to fufpeCt that he purpofely fought 
this quarrel, and had more important motives 
for engaging La it, than the mere captious bias 
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of his temper. What thefe motives were, it 
was not fo eafy for us to determine at that time; 
but as we afterwards found, by letters which fell 
into our hands in the South Seas, that he had 
difpatched an exprefs to Buenos Ayres, where 
Pizarro then lay, with an account of our fqua- 
dron’s arrival at St Catharine’s, together with 
the mod ample and circumftantial intelligence of 
our force and condition, we thence conjectured 
that Don Jofe had raifed this groundlefs clamour, 
only to prevent our vifiting the brigantine, when 
flie fhould put to fea again, left we might there 
find proofs of his perfidious behaviour, and per- 
haps, at the fame time, difcover the fecret of his 
fmuggling correfpondence with his neighbour- 
kig governors, and the Spaniards at Buenos 
Ayres. But to proceed : 

It was near a month before the Tryal was re- 
fitted ; for not only her lower mafts were defec- 
tive, as hath been already mentioned, but her 
main top-maft and foreyard were likewife decay- 
ed and rotten. While this work was carrying 
on, the other {hips of the fquadron fixed new: 
{landing rigging, and let up a fufficient number 
of preventer fhrouds to each maft, to fecure them 
in the moft effe&ual manner. And in order to 
render the fhips ftiffer, and to enable them to carry 
more failahroad^nd to prevent theirftraining their 
upper works in hard gales, of wind, each captain* 
had orders given him to ftrike down fome of 
their great guns into the hold. Thefe precau- 
tions being complied with, and each {hip having 
taken in as much wood and water as there was 
room for, the Tryal was at laft completed, and 
the whole fquadron was ready for the fea : on which the tents on ftiore were ftruck, and alt 
the fick were received on board. And here we 
had a melancholy proof how much the healtht- 
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nefs of this place had been over-rated by former 
writers ; for we found, that though the Centu- 
rion alone had buried no lefs than twenty-eight 
men fince our arrival, yet the number of her ficlc 
was, in the fame interval, increafed from eighty 
to ninety-fix. When our crews were embarked,, 
and every thing was prepared for our departure, 
the Commodore made a fignal for all captains,- 
and delivered them their orders, containing the 
fucceffive places of rendezvous from hence to 
the coaft of China ; and then, on the next day* 
being the r8th of January, the fignal was- made 
for weighing, and the fquadron put to fea, lea- 
ving -without regret this ifland of St Catharine’s, 
where we had been fo extremely difappointed in 
our refrefliments, in our accommodations, and 
in the humane and friendly offices which we had 
been taught: to expe£t in a place which hath been 
fo much celebrated for its hofpitality, freedom, 
and conveniency. 

CHAP. VI. 
The run from St Catharine’s to port St 

Julian, with fome account of that 
port, and of the criuntry to the fouth- 
ward of the river of Plate.. 

IN leaving St Catharine’s, we left the laft ami* 
cable port we propofed to touch at, and were: 

now proceeding to an hoftile, or at beff a, defart 
and inhofpitable coaft. And as. we Vyere to ex- 
pert a more boifterous climate to the fouthward than any we had yet experienced, mot only our 
danger of feparation would by this means he 
jnuch greater than it . had been hitherto, but 0* 
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ther accidents of a more mifchievous nature were 
Jikewife to be apprehended, and as much as pof- 
fible to be provided againft. Mr Anfon, there- 
fore, in appointing the various ftatipns at which 
the {hips of the fquadron were to rendezvous, 
had confidered that it was poffible his own {hip 
might be difabled from getting round Cape 
Horn, or might be loft, and had given proper 
direction, that even in that cafe the expedition 
Ihould not be abandoned. For the orders deli- 
vered to the captains the day before we failed 
from St Catharine’s, were, that in cafe of repa- 
ration, which they were with the utmoft care to 
endeavour to avoid, the firft place of rendezvous 
fhould be the bay of port St Julian, deferibing 
the place from Sir John Narborough’s account of 
it: there they were to fupply themfelves with as 
much fait as they could take iii, both for their 
own ufe and for the ufe of the fquadron; and if 
after a ftay of ten days they were not Joined by 
the Commodore, they were then to proceed 
through Streights le Maire round Cape Horn in- 
to the South Seas, where the next place of 
rendezvous was to be the ifland of Noftra Senora del Socora, in the latitude of 450 fouth, and 
longitude from the Lizard 710 : 12' weft. They 
we re to bri ng this 111 and to bear E. N. E. and we re to 
cruife from five to twelve leagues diftance from it, as long as their ftore of wood and water 
would permit, both which they were to expend with the utmoft frugality : and when they were 
under an abfolute neceflity of a frefh fupply, they 
were to Hand in and endeavour to find out art 
anchoring place; and, in cafe they could not, and the weather made it dangerous to fupply 
their {hips by ftanding off and on, they werd then to make the beft of their way to the ifland 
of Juan Fernandes, in the latitude of 33°; 37 
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fouth. At this ifiand, as foon as they had re- 
cruited their wood and water, they were to con- 
tinue cruifing off the anchoring place for fifty-fix 
days ; in which time, if they were not joined by 
the Commodore, they might conclude that fome 
accident had befallen him, and they were forth- 
with to put themfelves under the command of the 
fenior officer, who was to ufe his utmoft endea- 
vours to annoy the enemy both by fea and land. 
With thefe views, their new Commodore was to 
continue in thofe teas as long as his provifions 
Jafted, or as long as they were recruited by what 
he fhould take from the enemy, referving only 
a fufficient quantity to carry him and the {hips 
under his command to Macao, at the entrance 
of the river of Canton on the coaft of China, 
where, having fupplied himfelf with a new flock 
of provifions, he was thence, without delay, to 
make the heft of his way to England. And as 
it was found impoffible as yet to unload our 
victualler, the Anna pink, the Commodore gave 
the mafter of her the fame rendezvous and the 
fame orders, to put himfelf under the command 
of the remaining fenior officer. 

Under thefe orders the fquadron failed from 
St Catharine’s on Sunday the 18th of January, 
as hath been already mentioned in the preceding 
chapter. The next day we had very fqually wea- 
ther, attended with rain, lightning and thunder; 
but it foon became fair again with light breezes, 
and continued thus till Wednefday evening, when 
it blew frefh again ; and increafing all night, by 
eight the next morning it became a moft violent 
ftorm, and we had with it fo thick a fog, that 
it was impoffible to fee at the diftance of twa 
fhips length, fo that the whole fquadron difappear- ed. On this a fignal was made by firing guns, 
to bring to with the larboard tacks, the wind. 
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be then due eaft. We ourfelves immediately 
handed the top-fails, bunted the main-fail, and 
lay to under a reefed mizen till noon, when the 
Fog difperfed, and we foon difcovered all the 
fhips of the fquadron except the Pearl, who did 
not join us till near a month afterwards. Indeed 
the Tryal Hoop was a great way to leeward, ha- 
ving loft her main-maft in the fquall, and having 
been obliged for fear of bilging to cut away the 
raft. We therefore bore down with the fquadron 
to her relief, and the Gloucefter was ordered to 
take her in tow j for the weather did not entirely 
abate till the day after, and even then, a great 
fwell continued from the eaftward, in confe- 
quence of the preceding ftorm. 

After this accident, we ftood to the fouthward with little interruption ; and here we experien- 
ced the fame fetting of the current which we had 
obferved before our arrival at St Catharine’s; 
that is, we generally found ourfelves to the fouth- 
ward of our reckoning, by about twenty miles 
each day. This deviation, with a little inequali- 
ty, lafted till we had palled the latitude of the 
river of Plate ; and even then we difcovered that 
the fame current, however difficult to be accoun- 
ted for, did yet undoubtedly take place; for we 
were not fatisfied in deducing it from the error 
in our reckoning, but we actually tried it more 
than once, when a calm made it pra£licable. 

As foon as we had pafled the latitude of the 
river of Plate, we had foundings which continu- 
ed all along the coaft of Patagonia. Thefe found- 
ings* when well afcertained, being of great ufe 
in determining the pofition of the ffiip, and we 
having tried them more frequently, and in great- 
er depths, and with more attention, than, I be- 
lieve, hath been done before us, I {hall recite 
our obfervations as fuccin&ly as I can, referring 
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to the chart hereafter inferted in the ninth chap- 
ter of this book, for a general view of the \vhole. 
In the latitude of 36° : 52', we had fixty fathom 
of water, with a bottom of fine black and grey 
fand: from thence, to 39^ : 5 5', we: varied our 
depths from fifty to eighty fathom, though we 
had conftantly the fame jottom as before; be- 
tween the iaft 'mentioned latitude, and 430 : 16', 
we had on y fine grey fand, with t}ie fame varia-* 
tion of depth s, r except that we pnce or twice l,ef- 
f^ned our water to forty fathom. After this, we 
continued in forty fathom for about half a degree, 
having a bottom of coaffe fand and broken fheils, 
at which time we were in fight of land, and not 
above feven leagues from it. As we edged from 
the land we met with variety of foundings j firft 
black fand, then muddy, and foon after, rough 
ground with (tones but when we had increafed 
our water to forty-eight fathom, we had a mud- 
dy bottom to the latitude of 46° : 10'. Hence, 
drawing towards the (bore, we had firft thirty-fix 
fathom and ftill kept (hoaling our water, till at 
length we came into twelve fathom, having con- 
itanfly fmall (tones and pebbles at the bottom. 
Part of this time we had a view of Cape Blanco, 
whichlies in about the latitude of 470 : io', and 
longitude weft from London 69°. Thi^ is the 
molt remarkable land upon the coaft : two very 
exa£t views of it are exhibited in^the third plate • 
where (j) represents the cape itfelf: thefe 
draughts will fully enable future voyagers to di- 
ll jnguilh it. Steering from hence S. by E. near- 
ly, we in a run of about thirty leagues deepened 
our water to fifty fathojn,'without once altering 
the bottom ; and then drawing towards the (bore 
with a S. W. courfe, varying rather to the weft- ward, we had conftantly a fandy bottom, till our 
coining into thirty fathom, where we had again 
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a fight ofland, diftantfrom us about eight leagues, lying in the latitude of 48° : 31'. We made this 
land on the 17th of February; and at five that 
afternoon we came to an anchor, having the 
fame foundings as before in the latitude of 48° : 
58'; the fouthermoft land then in view bearing 
f>. S. W. the northermoft. f E. a fmall ifland N. 
W. and the weftermoft hummock W. S. W. In 
this Ration we found the tide to fet S. by W. ; 
and weighing again at five the next morning, we 
an hour afterwards difcovered a fail, upon which 
the Severn and Gloucefter were both dire£l:ed to 
give chace; but we foon perceived it to be the 
Pearl, which feparated from us a few days after 
we left St Catharine’s, and on this we made a 
fignal for the Severn to rejoin the fquadron, 
leaving the Gloucefter alone in the purfuit. And 
now we were furprifed to fee, that on the Glou- 
cefter’s approach, the people on board the Pearl 
increafed their fail, and flood from her: how- 
ever, the Gloucefter came up with them, but 
found them with their hammocks in their net- 
tings, and every thing ready for an engagement. 
At two in the afternoon the Pearl joined us, and 
running up under our ftern. Lieutenant Salt haled 
the Commodore, and acquainted him that Cap- 
tain Kidd died on the 31ft of January. He like- 
wife informed us, that he had feen five large fhips 
the 10th inftant, which he, for feme time, ima- 
gined to be our fquadron : fo that he fuffered the commanding ftiip, which wore a red bcoad pen- 
dant, exa£lly refembling that of the Commodore, 
at the main top-maft head, to come within gun- 
fhot of him before he difcovered his miftake : 
but then finding it not to be the Centurion, he 
haled clofe upon the wind, and crouded from 
them with all his fail, and ftanding crofs a rip- 
ling, where they hefitated to follow him, he 

Vol.L H 
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happily efcaped. He made them to be five Spa- 
nilh men of war, one of them exceedingly like 
the Gloucefter, which was the occafion of his 
apprehenfions when the Gloucefter chafed him- 
By their appearance, he thought they confifted 
of two (hips of feventy guns, two of fifty, and 
one of forty guns. It feems the whole fquadron 
continued in chafe of him all that day; but at 
night, finding they could not get near him, they 
gave over the chace, and directed their courfe to 
the fouthward. 

Had it not been for the neceflity we were un- • 
der of refitting the Tryal, this piece of intelli- 
gence would have prevented our making any ftay 
at St Julian; but as it was impoffible for that 
{loop to proceed round the cape in her prefent 
condition, fome ftay there was inevitable; and 
therefore, the fame evening, we came to an an- 
chor again in twenty-five fathom water, the bot- 
tom a mixture of mud and fand, and the high 
hummock bearing S. W. by W. And, weigh- 
ing at nine in the morning, we fent the two cut- 
ters belonging to the Centurion and Severn on 
{bore, to difeover the harbour of St Julian, 
while the ftiips kept {landing along the coaft, 
about the diftance of a league from the land. 
At fix o’ clock we anchored in the bay of St Ju- 
lian, in nineteen fathom, the bottom muddy 
ground with fand, the northermoft land in fight 
bearing N. and by E. the fouthermoft S. ^ E. 
and the high hummock, to which Sir John Nar- borough formerly gave the name of Wood’s 
Mount, W. S. W. Soon after, the cutter re- 
turned on board, having difeovered the harbour, 
which did not appear to us in our fituation, the 
northermoft point {hutting in upon the fouther- 
moft, and in appearance clofing the entrance. 
To facilitate the knowledge of this coaft to future 



Chap. VI. ROUND THE WORLD. 9
9 

navigators, there are two views in the fourth 
and fifth plates ; the firft of the land of Patago- 
niS, to the northward of port St Julian, where 
(•zu) is Wood’s Mount, and the bay of St Julian 
lies round the point (r). The fecond view is of 
the bay itfelf; and here again (w) is Wood’s 
Mount, (a) is cape St Julian, and (b) the port, 
©r river’s mo»th. 

Being come to an anchor in this bay of St Ju- 
lian, principally with a view of refitting the 
Tryal, the carpenters were immediately employ- 
ed in that bufinefs, and continued fo during 
our whole ftay at the place. The Tryal’s main- 
maft having been carried away about twelve feet 
below the cap, they contrived to make the re- 
maining part of the mail ferve again ; and the 
Wager was ordered to fupply her with a fpare 
main top-maft, which the carpenters con- 
verted into a new fore-maft. And I cannot 
help obferving, that this accident to the Tryal’s 
maft, which gave us fo much uneafinefs at that 
time, on account of the delay it occafioned, was, in all probability, the mears of preferving the 
floop, and all her crew. For before this, her 
mails, how well foever proportioned to a better 
climate, were much too lofty for thefe high 
fouthern latitudes : fo that, had they weathered 
the preceding llorm, it would have been impof- fible for them to have Hood againll thofe feas 
and tempefts we afterwards encountered ir paf- 
fing round Cape Horn ; and the lofs of malls in 
that boilterous climate, would fcarcely have been 
attended with lefs than the lofs of the veflel, 
and of every man on board her; fince it would 
have been impracticable for the other Ihips to have 
given them any relief, during the continuance of 
thofe impetuous llorms. 

Whilllwe Haiti at this place, the Commodore 
H 2 
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appointed the honourable Captain Murray to fuc- 
ceed to the Pearl, and Captain Cheap to the 
Wager ; and he promoted Mr Charles Saunders, 
his firft lieutenant, to the command of the Tryal 
Hoop. But Captain Saunders lying dangeroufly 
ill of a fever on board the Centurion, and it be- 
ing the opinion of the furgeons, that the re- 
moving him on board his own fhip, in his pre- 
ient condition, might tend to the hazard of his 
life; Mr Anfon gave an order to Mr Saumarez, 
firft lieutenant of the Centurion, to a£t as ma- 
iler and commander of the Tryal during the ill- 
refs of Captain Saunders. 

Here the Commodore too, in order to eafe the 
expedition of all unneceflary expence, held a far- 
ther confultation with his captains, about un- 
loading and difcharging the Anna Pink ; but 
they reprefented to him, that they were fo far 
from being in a condition of taking any part of 
her loading on board, that they had ftill great 
quantities of provifions in the way of their guns 
between decks, and that their Ihips were withal 
fo very deep, that they were not fit for aftioa without being cleared. This put the Commo- 
dore under a neceffity of retaining the Pink in 
the fervice; and as it was apprehended we Ihould certainly meet with the Spanilh fquadron in pair- 
ing the Cape, Mr Anfon thought it advifeable 
to give orders to the Captains, to put all their 
provifions, which were in the way of their gUns, 
on board the Anna Pink, ancT to remount fuch 
of their guns as had formerfy, for the eafe of 
their Ihips, been ordered into the hold. 

This bay of St Julian, where we are now at 
anchor, being a convenient rendezvous, in cafe 
of feparation, for all cruifers bound to the fouth- 
ward, and the whole coaft of Patagonia, from 
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rhe river of Plate to the (freights of Magellan, 
lying nearly parallel to their ufual route, a fliort 
account of the Angularity of this country, with 
a particular defcription of port St Julian, may 
perhaps he neither unacceptable to the curious,, nor unworthy the attention of future navigators, 
as fome of them, by unfdVefeen accidents,, may 
be obliged to run in with the land, and to make 
fome flay on this coaft ; in which cafe the know, 
ledge of the country, its produce and inhabitants- 
cannot but be of the utmolt confequence to’ 
them, 

To begin then with the traff of country ufual- 
ly fliled Patagonia. This is the name often gi- 
ven to the foutherrnofl part of South America,, 
which is unpoflefled by the Spaniards, extend- ing from their fettlements to the (freights of Ma- 
gellan. This country on the eaft-fide, is ex- 
tremely remarkable for a peculiarity not to be 
parallelled in any other known part of the globe: 
for though the whole territory, to the northward 
of the river of Plate, is full of wood,, and (tored 
with immenfe quantities of large timber-trees ; 
yet to the fouthward of the river, no trees of a- 
ny kind are to be met with, except a few peach- 
trees, fir(t planted and cultivated by the Spa- 
niards in. the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres : fo> 
that, on' the whole eaftern coaft' of Patagonia, extending near four hundred leagues in length, 
and reaching a$ far back as any difcoveries have 
yet been made, no other wood lias been found, 
than a few infignificant (limbs. Sir John Nar- 
borough,-" in particular, who was fent out by 
King Charles IT. exprefsiy to examine this coun- 
try, and the (freights of Magellan, and who, in 
purfuance of his orders, wintered upon this coaft, 
in port St Julian, and port Defire, in the year 
1670: Sir John Narborough, I fay, tells us 
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that he never faw a {tick of wood in the country, 
large enough to make the handle of an hatchet. 

But though the country be fo deftitute of wood, 
it abounds with pafture. For the land appears 
in general to be made up of downs of a light, 
dry, gravelly foil ; and produces great quantities 
of long coarfe grafs, which grows in turfs, in- 
terfperfed with large barren fpots of gravel be- 
tween them. This grafs, in many places, feeds 
immenfe herds of cattle : for the Spaniards at 
Buenos Ayres having, foon after their firft fet- 
tling there, brought over a few black cattle from 
Europe, they have thriven prodigioufly by the 
plenty of herbage which they every where met 
with : and are now increafed to that degree, and 
are extended fo far into different parts of Pata- 
gonia, that they are not confidered as private 
property, but many thoufands, at a time, are 
flaughtered every year by the hunters, only for 
their hides and tallow. The manner of killing, 
thefe cattle being a practice peculiar to that part 
of the world, merits a more circumftantial de- fcription. The hunters employed on this occa- 
fion, being all of them mounted on horfeback, 
(and both the Spaniards and Indians, in that 
part of the world, are ufually moft excellent 
horfemen), they arm themfelves with a kind of 
fpear, which at its end, inftead of a blade fix- 
ed in the fame line with the wood, in the 
ufual manner, has its blade fixed acrofs : with 
this inftrument they ride at a beaft, and furround him, when the hunter that comes 
behind him hamftrings him : and as, after 
this operation, the beaft foon tumbles, without 
being able to raife himfelf again, they leave him 
on the ground, and purfue others, whom they 
ferve in the fame manner. Sometimes there is 
a fecond party who attend the hunters, to {kin 
the cattle as they fall. But it is faid that, at o- 
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ther times, the hunters chufe to let them lan- 
guid in torment till the next day, from an opi- 
nion that the anguifh which the animal in the 
mean time endures, rnay burft the lymphatics 
and thereby facilitate the feparation of the fkin 
from the carcafe: and though their priefts have 
loudly condemned this moft barbarous practice, 
and have gone fo far, if my memory does not 
fail me, as to excommunicate thofe who follow 
it, yet all their efforts to put an entire flop to it 
have hitherto proved ineffectual. 

Befides the numbers of cattle which are every 
year flaughtered for their hides and tallow, in 
the manner already defcribed, it is often necef- 
fary for the ufes of agriculture, and for other 
purpofes, to take them alive without wounding 
them : this is performed with a moft wonderful, 
and almoft incredible dexterity, and principally 
by the ufe of a machine which the Englifh, who 
have refided at Buenos Ayres, generally denomi- 
nate a lafh. It is made of a thong of feveral fa- 
thoms in length, and very ftrong, with a run- 
ning noofe at one end of it : this the hunters 
(who, in this cafe, are alfo mounted on horfeback) 
take in their right hands, it being firft properly 
coiled up, and having its end oppofite to the 
noofe faftened to the faddle ; and thus prepared 
they ride at a herd of cattle. When they arrive 
within a certain diftance of a beaft, they throw 
their thong at him with fuch exaCtnefs, that 
they never fail of fixing the noofe about his horns. The beaft, when he finds himfelf en- 
tangled, generally runs; but the horfe being 
fwifter, attends him, and prevents the thong 
from being too much ftrained, till a fecond hun- 
ter, who follows the game, throws another noofe 
about one of its hind legs; and this being done, 
both horfes (for they are trained to this praCHce), 
inftantly turn different ways, in order to {train 
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the two thongs in contrary dire£Hons, on which 
the bead, by their oppofite pulls, is prefently overthrown, and then the horfes Hop, keeping- 
the thong ftill' upon the ftretch : being thus on the ground, and incapable of refiftance, (for 
he is extended between the two horfes), the hun- 
ters alight, and fecure him in fuch a manner, 
that they afterwards eafily convey him to what- 
ever place they pleafc. They in like manner 
noofe horfes, and as it is faid, even tygers; and: 

however ftrange this laft circumftance may ap- 
pear, there are not wanting perfons of credit 
who aflert it. Indeed it muft be owned, that 
the addrefs both of the Spaniards and Indians 
in that part of the world, in the ufe of this lafh- 
or noofe, and the certainty with which they throw it, and fix it on any intended part of 
the bead, at a confiderable didance, are matters 
only to be believed from the repeated and con- current tedimony of all who have frequented- 
that country, and might reafonably be quedion— 
ed, did it rely on a Tingle report, or had it been- 
ever fcontradi&ed or denied by any one who had! 
refided at Buenos Ayres* The cattle which are killed in the manner I 
have already obferved, are flaughtered only for 
their hides and tallow, to which fometimes are- 
added their tongues ; but the red of their fledr 
is left to putrify, or to be devoured by the birds 
and wild beads. The greated part of this carrion falls to the fhareofthe wild dogs, of which 
there are immenfe numbers to be found in that 
country. 

Thefe are fuppofed to have been originally pro- 
duced by Spanifh dogs from Buenos Ayres, who, 
allured by the great quantity of carrion, and the 
facility they had by that means of fubfiding, left 
their maders, and ran wild amongd the cattle ; 
for they are plainly of the breed of the European: 
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dogs, an animal not originally found in Ameri- 
ca. But though thofe dogs are faid to be fome 
thoufands in a company, they hitherto neither 
diminilh nor prevent the increafe of the cattle, 
not daring to attack the herds, by reafo.i of the 
numbers which conftantly feed together ; but 
contenting themfelves with the carrion left them 
by the hunters, and perhaps now and then with 
a few ftragglers, who by accidents are feparated 
from the main body they belong to. 

Befides the wild cattle which have fpread 
themfelves in fuch vaft herds from Buenos Ayres 
towards the fouthward, the fame country is in 
like mariner furnilhed with horfes. Thefe 
too were firft brought from Spain, and are alfo 
prodigioully increafed, and run wild to a much greater diftance than the black cattle : and though 
many of them are excellent, yet their number 
makes them of very little value, the bell of them 
being often fold in the neighbouring fettlements, 
where money is plenty, and commodities very dear, for not more than a dollar a-prece. It is 
not as yet certain how far to the fouthward thefe 
herds of wild cattle and horfes have extended 
themfelves-, but there is feme reafon to conjecture, that ftragglers of both kinds are to be met with 
very near the {freights of Magellan ; and they 
will in time, doubtlefs, fill all the fouthern part 
of this continent with their breed, which cannot 
fail of proving of confiderable advantage to fuch 
fhips as may touch upon the coaft ; for the hor- 
fes themfelves are faid to be very good eating, 
and as fuch are preferred by fome of the Indians 
even before the black cattle. But whatever 
plenty of flefh provifions may be hereafter found 
here, there is one material refrefhment which 
this eaftern fide of Patagonia feems to be very de- 
fective in, and that is frefh water: for the land 
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being generally of a nitrous and faline nature, 
the ponds and ftreams are frequently brackifh. 
However, as good water has been found there, 
though in fmall quantities, it is not improbable^ 
but on a further fearch, this inconvenience may 
be removed. 

To the account already given, I mull add, that 
there are in all parts of this country a good num- 
ber of vicunnos, or Peruvian fheep ; but thefe, 
by reafon of their ftiynefs and fwiftnefs, are kill- 
ed with difficulty. On the eaftern coaft too 
there are found immenfe quantities of feals, and 
a vaft variety of fea-fowl, amongft which the 
moft remarkable are the penguins : they are in 
fize and ffiape like a goofe, but, inftead of 
wings, they have ffiort flumps like fins, which 
are of no ufe to them except in the water; their 
bills are narrow, like that of an albitrofs, and 
they (land and walk in an ere£l poflure. From 
this, and their white bellies, Sir John Narbo- 
rough has vvhimfically likened them to little chil- 
dren (landing up in white aprons. 

The inhabitants of this eaftern coaft (to which 
I have all along hitherto confined my relation) 
appear to be but few, and have rarely been feen 
more than two or three at a time, by any (hips 
that have touched here. We, during our flay 
at the port of St Julian, faw none. However, 
towards Buenos Ayres they are fufficiently nu- 
merous, and oftentimes very troublefome to the 
Spaniards ; but there the greater breadth and 
variety of the country, and a milder climate, 
yield them a better prote£lion; for, in that 
place, the continent is between three and four 
hundred leagues in breadth, whereas at port 
St Julian it is little more than a hundred ; fo 
that I conceive, the fame Indians who frequent 
the weftern coafl of Patagonia, and the flreights 
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of Magellan, often ramble to this fide. As the 
Indians near Buenos Ayres exceed thefe fouth- 
ern Indians in number, fo they greatly furpafs 
them in a£l:ivity and fpirit, and feem in their 
manners to be nearly allied to thofe gallant Chi- 
lian Indians, who have long fet the whole Spanifh 
power at defiance,have often ravaged their country, 
and remain to this hour independent. For the 
Indians about Buenos Ayres have learned to be 
excellent horfemen, and are extremely expert in 
the management of all cutting weapons, though 
ignorant of the ufe of fire-arms, which the 
Spaniards are very felicitous to keep out of their 
hands. And of the vigour and refolution of 
thefe Indians, the behaviour of Orellana and 
his followers, whom we have formerly mention- ed, is a memorable inftance. Indeed, were we 
difpofed to aim at the utter fubverfion of the 
Spanifh power in America, no means feem 
more probable to effect it, than due encourage- ment and affxftance given to thofe Indians, and 
thpfe of Chili. 

Thus much may fuffice in relation to the eafl- 
ern coaft of Patagonia: the weftern coaft is of 
lefs extent; and, by reafon of the Andes which 
fkirt it, and ftreach quite down to the water, is 
a very rocky and dangerous fhore. However, 
I {hall be hereafter neceffitated to make further 
mention of it, and therefore fhall not enlarge 
thereon at this time, but fhall conclude this ac- 
count with a fhort defeription of the harbour of 
St Julian, the general form of which may be 
conceived from the fketch in the 6th plate. 
But it muff be remembered, that the bar, which 
is there marked at the entrance, is often fluffing, 
and has many holes in it. The tide flows here 
N. and S. and at full and change rifes four fa- 
thom. 
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We on our firft arrival here fent an officer on 

fhore to the Salt-pond, marked (D) in the plan, 
in order to procure a quantity of fait for the ufe 
of the fquadron, Sir John Narborough having ob- 
ferved, when he was here, that the fait produ- 
ced in that place was very white and good, and 
that in February there was enough of it to fill a 
thoufand {hips; but our officer returned with a fam- 
ple which was very bad, and he told us., that e- 
ven of this there was but little to be got; I fup- 
pofe the weather had been more rainy than or- 
dinary, and had deftroyed it. To give the read- 
er a better idea of this port, and of the adjacent 
country, to which the whole coaft I have de- 
fcribed bears a great refemblance, I have infert- 
ed two very accurate views, (which may be feen 
in the yth and 8th plates): one of them repre- 
fcnting the appearance of the country, when 
looking up the river : the other being a view ta- 
ken from the fame fpot; but the obferver is now fuppofedto turn round, oppofite to his former fi- 
tuation, and confequently this is a reprefentation 
of the appearance of the country down the river, 
betwixt the ftation of the obferver and the river’s 
xnouth. 

CHAP VII. 
Departure from the bay of St Julian, and 

the pafi'age from thence to Streights 
Le Maire. 

TH E Tryal being nearly refitted, which 
was our principal occupation at this bay of 

St Julian, and the foie occafion of our ftay, the 
Commodore thought it necefiary, as we were 
now dife&ly bound for the South Seas, and the 
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enemy’s coafts, to fix the plan of his firft opera- 
tions : and ttbecefore, on: the 24th of February, 
a fignal was made for all captains, and a council 
of war was held on. board the Centurion, at 
which were prefent die Honourable Edward 
Legg, Captain Matthew Mitchell, the Honour- 
able George Murray, Captain David Cheap, to- 
gether with Colonel Mordaunt Chracherode, 
commander of the land-forces. At this council 
Mr Anfon propofed, that their full attempt, af- 
ter their arrival in the South Seas, fhould be the 
attack of the town and harbour of Baldivia, the 
principal frontier of the diftri& of Chili ; Mr 
Anfon informing them, at the fame time, that 
it was an article contained in his Majefty’s in- 
ftruftions to him, to endeavour to fecure fome 
port in the South Seas, where the {hips of the 
fquadron might be careened and refitted. To 
this propofition made by the Commodore the 
council unanimoufly and readily agreed: and, in 
confequence of this refolution, new inftru&ions 
were given to the captains of the fquadron, by 
which, though they were ftill dirctted, in cafe 
of reparation, to make the beft of their way to 
the ilknd of Nueftra Senora del Socoro, yet, 
(notwith{landing the orders they had formerly 
given them at St Catharine’s), they were to 
cruxfe off that ifland only ten days ; from whence, 
if not joined by the Commodore, they were to 
proceed, and cruife off the harbour of Baldivia, making the land between the latitudes of 400 

and 40° : 30', and taking care to keep to the 
feuthward of the port; and if in fourteen days they were not joined by the reft exfithe fquadron, 
they waite then to quit this, ftatioh, and to di- rect their courfe to the ifland of Juan Fernandes, 
after which they were to regulate their further 
proceedings by their former orders. The fame 
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dire£lions were alfo given to the mafter of the 
Anna Pink, who was not to fail in anfwering 
the fignals made by any Ihip of the fquadron, 
and was to be very careful to deltroy his papers 
and orders, if he fhould be fo unfortunate as to 
fall into the hands of the enemy. And as the 
reparation of the fquadron might prove of the ut- 
moft prejudice to his Majefty’s fervice, each cap- 
tain was ordered to give it in charge to the re- 
fpedfive officers of the watch, not to keep their thip at a greater diftance from the Centurion 
than two miles, as they w ould anfwer it at their 
peril; and if any captain fhould find his {hip be- 
yond the diftance fpecified, he was to acquaint 
the Commodore with the name of the officer 
who had thus negle£ted his duty. 

Thefe neceflary regub tions being eftablifhed, 
and the Tryal floop completed, the fquadron 
weighed on Friday the 27th of February, at fe- 
ven in the morning, and flood to the fea : the 
Gloucefter indeed found a difficulty in purcha- 
fing her anchor, and was left a confiderable way 
a-ftern, fo that in the night we fired feveral 
guns as a fignal to her captain to mak.1 fai!; but 
he did not come up to us til! the next morning, 
when we found, that they had been obliged to 
cut their cable, and leave their beft bower behind 
them. At ten in the morning, the day after 
our departure. Wood’s Mount, the high land o- 
ver St Julian, bore from us N. by W. diftant 
ten leagues, and we had fifty-two fathom of 
water. And now ftanding to the fouthward, 
we had great expettation of falling irt with Pi- 
zarro’s fquadron ; for during our flay at port St 
Julian, there had generally been hard gales be- 
tween the W. N W. and S. W. fo that we had 
reafon to conclude the Spaniards had gained no 
ground upon us in that interval. Indeed it was 
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the profpeft of meeting with them that had oo 
•cafioned our Commodore to be fo very felicitous 
to prevent the feparation of our {hips: for, had 
we been folely intent upon getting round Cape 
Horn in the Ihorteft time, the propereft method 
for this purpofe would have been, to have order- 
ed each Ihip to have made the beft of her way 
to the rendezvous, without waiting for the reft. 

From our departure from St Julian, to the 
4th of March, we had little wind, with thick 
hazy weather, and fome rain, and our found- 
ings were generally from forty to fifty fathom, 
with a bottom of black and grey fend, fometimes 
intermixed with pebble ftones. On the 4th of March we were in fight of Cape Virgin Mary, 
and not more than fix or feven leagues diftant from it. This cape is the northern boundary 
of the entrance of the {freights of Magellan ; it 
lies in the latitude of 520 : 21' fouth, and longi- 
tude from London, 71° : 44' weft, and feems to 
be a low flat land ending in a point. And for a 
direction to fuch {hips as may, by particular rea- fons, be induced hereafter to pafs through thofe 
{freights into the South Seas, there is in the ninth plate, a very accurate draught of its appear- 
ance, where (4) reprefents the cape itfelf. Off 
this cape our depth of water was from thirty-five 
to forty-eight fathom. The afternoon of this 
day was very bright and clear, with fm <11 breezes 
of wind, inclinable to a calm, and moft of the 
captains took the opportunity of this favourable weather to pay a vifit to the Commodore; but 
while they were in company together, they 
were all greatly alarmed by a fudden flame 
which buift out on board the Gloucefter, and 
which was fucceeded by a cloud of fmoke. How- 
ever, they were foon relieved from their appre- 
henfions, by receiving information, that the blaft 
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was occafioned by a fpark of fire from the forge, 
lighting on fome gmi-ipowder and- other com>- 
buftibles, which an officer on board was preparing 
for ufe, in cafe we fhould fall in with the Spanifh 
fleet, and that it had been extinguifhfcd without any damage to the fliip. 

We here found what was conftantly verified 
by ah our obfervatiotis in thefe high latitudes, 
that fair weather was always of an exceeding 
fhort duration, and that when it wras remarkably 
fine, it was a certain prefage cf a fucceeding 
itorm; for the calm and funihine of our after- 
noon ended in a moft turbulent night, the wind 
frelhning from the S. W. as the night came on, 
and increafing its violence continually till nine 
in the morning the next day, when it blew fo 
hard that we were obliged to bring to with the fquadren, and to continue under a reefed mizen 
till eleven at night, hafing in that time, from 
forty-three to fifty-feven fathom water, with 
black fand and gravel; and by an-obfervatkm we 
had at noon, we concluded a current had fet us 
twelve miles to the fouthward of our reckoning. 
Towards midnight, the wind abating, we made 
•fail again, and peering fouth, we difcOvered in 
the morning for the firft time, the Idrid called 
Terra del Kuego, ft ret eh mg frhm the S. by W. 
to the S. E. f £; This indeed afforded us &tft 
a very ujrjornfomble profpedti it appearing of 
a ft u pen duo ns height, covered every where with fnew. And though the drearineft of this feene 
cati be but imperfectly reprefented by any draw- 
ing, yet tire tenth plate contains fo'Cxact a define^ 
ation of the form of the 'comijry, that it may greatly affift the reader in framing fome idea of 
this uncouth and ritgged coa-ft. Jn this drawing 
(,7) is the opening of Streights Le Maire, (b) 
Cape St Diego,-(f )•'(O) (3*) the three . hills called 
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the three brothers, and {4) Montegorda, an high- 
land which lies up in the country, and appears 
over the' three brothers. We fleered along this 
ftiore all day, having foundings from forty to 
fifty fathom, with ftones and gravel. And as 
we intended to pafs through Streights Le Maire 
next day, we lay to at night, that we might not 
overfhoot them, and took this opportunity to 
prepare ourfelves for the tempefluous climate 
we were foon to be engaged in; with- which 
view we employed ourfeives good part of the 
night in bending an entire new fuit of fails to 
the yards. At four t-be next morning, being 
the 7th of March, we made fail, and at eight 
law the land ; and foot} after, we began to open 
the {freights,, at which time Cape St James bore from us E. S. E. Cape St Vincent S. E, % E. the 
middlemofl of the three brothers S. and by W. 
Montegorda S. and Cape St Bartholomew, which 
Is the iouthetmqlf point of Staten-! and, E. S. E. 
The appearance of the {heights in this fituation, 
Is reprefented in the eleventh plat$, where (a) is 
part of Staten-land, (/>) Cape St Bartholomew, 
\c) part of Terra del i uego,. yd) port Maurice, 
and (r) fuppofed to be Valentine’s bay, or the bay of Good-fuceefs. And here I mult cbferve, 
that though Ftezier. ha:*.given ps a very corredl 
profpeCt of the part of Terra del Fuego which, 
borders on the {freights, yet he-has omitted that of Staten-land which.forms the oppofite ftiore: 
hence we found it difficult to determine exadily 
where the {freights lay, till they began to open 
to our view and for want of this, if we had 
not happened to haxe eoafted a.confidetabie way 
Along Ihore, we might have miffed the {freights, 
and have got to tfie call ward of Staten-land.b&fore we knew it. This is an accident that, has hap- 
pened to many fhips, particularly as Frezier 1 3 
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mentions, to the Incarnation and Concord, who 
intending to pafs through Streights Le Maire, 
were deceived by three hills on Staten-land like 
the three brothers, and fome creeks refembliirg 
thofe of Terra del Fuego, and thereby overfliot 
the {heights. To prevent thefe accidents fot 
the future, there is inferted the weft profpeft of 
Staten-land, where (a) is Cape St Diego, on 
Terra del Fuego, (b) Cape St Bartholomew on 
Staten-land. This drawing will hereafter ren- 
der it impoffible for any fhips to be deceived in 
the manner above mentioned, or to find any dif- 
ficulty in diftinguilhing the points of land by 
which the {freights are formed. 

And on occafion of this profpe& of Staten- 
land here inferted, I cannot but remark, that 
though Terra del Fuego had an afpeft extremely 
barren and defolate, yet this ifland of Staten- 
land far furpafles it in the wildnefs and horror 
of its appearance, it feeming to be entirely com- 
pofed of inacceffible rocks, without the leaft 
mixture of earth or mold between them. Thefe 
rocks terminate in a vaft number of ragged points 
which fpire up to a prodigious height, and all are 
of them covered with everlafting fnow; the points themfelves are, on every fide, furround- 
ed with frightful precipices, and often over-hang 
in a moft aftonilhing manner ; and the hills 
which bear them are generally feparated from 
each other by narrow clefts, which appear as if 
the country had been frequently rent by earth- 
quakes : for thefe chafms are nearly perpendicu- 
lar, and extend through the fubitance of the 
main rocks, a!moft to their very bottoms: fo 
that nothing can be imagined more favage and gloomy, than the whole afpetT of this coaft. 
But to proceed ; 
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I have above mentioned, that on the 7th of 

March, in the morning, we opened Streights 
Le Maire, and foon after, or about ten o’clock, 
the Pearl and the Tryal being ordered to keep a- 
head of the fquadron, we entered them with 
fair weather and a brifk gale, and were hurried 
through, by the rapidity of the tide, in about 
two hours, though they are between feven and 
eight leagues in length. As thefe ftreights are 
often efteemed to be the boundary between the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and as we prefumed 
we had nothing before us, from hence, but an 
open fea, till we arrived on thofe opulent coafts, 
where all our hopes and wilhes centered, we 
could not help perfiiading ourfelves, that the 
greateft difficulty of our voyage was now at an 
end, and that our moil fanguine dreams were upon the point of being realized ; and hence we 
indulged our imaginations in thofe romantic 
fchemes which the fancied pofleffion of the Chili- 
an gold and Peruvian filver might be conceived 
to infpire. Thefe joyous ideas- were confidcrably 
heightened by the brightnefs of the fky, and fe- 
renity of the weather, which was indeed moft 
remarkably pleafing; for though the winter was 
now advancing apace, yet the morning of this 
day, in its brilliancy and mildnefs, gave place to 
none we had feen fince our departure from Eng- 
land. Thus animated by thefe flattering delufions, 
we pafled thofe memorable ftreights, ignorant of 
the dreadful calamities which were then impend- 
ing, and juft ready to break upon us ; ignorant 
that the time drew near when the fquadron 
would be feparated never to unite again ; and that 
this day of our pafiage was the laft chearful day 
that the greateft part of us would ever live to 
enjoy. 
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From Streights Le Maire, to Cape Noir. 
TTyE had fcarcely readied the fouthern extre- 
\ V mity of the .Streights Le Maire, when our 

flattering hopes were inftantfy loft in the ap- 
prehcnlions of immediate deftru&ion : for be- 
fore the fternmoft fhips of the fquadron were 
clear of the ftreights, the ferenity of the iky 
was fuddenly obfcured, and we obferved all the 
preiages of an impending ftorm; and prefently 
the wind fhifted to the fouthward, and blew in 
fuch violent fqualls, that we were obliged to 
hand our top-fails, and reef our main-fail; whilft 
the tide too, which had hitherto favoured us, at 
once turned furioufly againft us, and drove us to 
the eaftward with prodigious rapidity, fo that 
we were in great anxiety for the Wager and the Anna-Pink, the twofternmoft veflels, fearing they 
would be dafhed to pieces againft the fhore o£ Staten-1 and : nor were our apprehenfions with- 
out foundation, for.it was with the utmoft diffi- culty they efcaped. And now the whole fqua- 
dron, inftead of purfuing their intended courfe 
to the S. W. were driven to the eaftward by the wnited force of the ftorm and of the currents; fo 
that next day in the morning, we found ourfe’ves 
near feven leagues to the eaftward of Streights 
Le Maire, which then bore from us N-. W. The violence of the current which had fet us with 
fo much precipitation to the eaftward, together with the fiercenefs and conftancy of the wefterly 
winde, foon taught us to confider the doubling 
of Cape Horn as an enterprize that might prove too mighty for our efforts, though fame amongft 
ns had lately treated the difficulties which for- 
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mer voyagers were faid to have met witli in this 
undertaking as littie better than chtftierka!, and ■had fuppofed them to arife rather from timidity 
and unikilfuinefs, than from the real embarraiT- 
ments of the winds and feas : but we were now 
feverely convineed that thefe oenfures were rafh 
and ill-grounded 4 for the diftrefles with which 
we ftruggled, durirvg the tliree fucceeding months- 
will not eafily be parallelled in the relation of 
any former naval expedition. This will, I doubt 
not, be readily allowed by thofe who ihall care- 
fu ly perufe the enfuing narration. 

From theflorm which came on before we had 
Well got clear of Streights Le Maire, we had a 
continual fucceflxon of fuch tempeftuone weather 
as furprifed the oldeft and moll experienced ma* 
riners on board, and obliged them to confefs, 
that what they had hitherto called ftorms were 
ihconfiderable gales, compared with the violence of thefe winds, which raifed fuch fliort, and at 
the fame time, fuch mountainous waves, as 
greatly futpaffed in danger all feas known in any 
other part of the g-!obe$ and it was not without 
great reafon that this unufual appearance filled 
us with continual terror; for had any one.of 
thefe waves broke fairly over us, it muft„in all 
probability hiave fent us to the bottom. Nor 
did vre efcape with terror only, for the fliip roll- 
ing inceffimtly gunwale to, gave us fuch quick 
and violent motions, that the men were in perpe- 
tual danger of being dalhed to pieces againft the 
decks or fides of the Ibip. And though we were 
extremely careful to fecure ourfehks from thefe 
fltocks, byJgrafping fome fixed body, yet many 
of our people Were forced from their hold; fome 
of whom were killed, and others greatly injured; 
m particular, one of our belt feamen was canted 
overboard and drowned, another diflocated his 
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neck, a third was thrown into the main hold and 
broke his thigh, and one of our boatfwain’s 
mates broke his collar-bone twice; not to men- 
tion many other accidents of the fame kind. 
Thefe tempefts fo dreadful in themfelves, though 
unattended by any other unfavourable circum- 
Itance, were yet rendered more mifchievous to 
us by their inequality, and the deceitful intervals 
which they at fome times afforded ; for though 
we were oftentimes obliged to lie to for days to- 
gether under a reefed mizen, and were frequent- 
ly reduced to lie at the mercy of the waves under 
our bare poles, yet now and then we ventured to 
make fail with our courfes double reefed } and 
the weather proving more tolerable, would, per- 
haps, encourage us to fet our topfails; after 
which the wind, without any previous notice,, 
would return upon us with redoubled force, and 
would in an inlfant tear our fails from the yard. 
And that no circumftance might be wanting which 
could aggrandife our diftrefs, thefe blafts general- 
ly brought with them a great quantity of fnow 
and fleet, which cafed our rigging, and froze 
our fails, thereby rendering them and our cord- 
age brittle, and apt to fnap upon the flighteft 
ftrain, adding great difficulty and labour to the 
working of the fhip, benumbing the limbs of 
our people, and making them incapable of exert- 
ing themfelves with their ufual activity, and even 
disabling many of them by mortifying their toes 
and fingers. It were indeed endlefs to enume- 
rate the various difafters of different kinds which 
befel us ; and I fhall only mention the moft ma- 
terial, which will fufficiently evince the calami- 
tous condition of the whole fquadron during the 
courfe of this navigation. 

It was on the 7th of March, as hath been al- 
ready obferved, that we pafledStreights Le Maire, 
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and were immediately afterwards.driven to the 
eaftward by a violent ftorm, and the force of the 
current, which fet that way. For the four or 
five fucceeding days we had hard gales of wind 
from the fame quarter, with a .rnoft prodigious 
fwell; fo that though we flood during all that 
time towards the S. W. yet we had no reafon to 
imagine we had made any way to the weftward. 
In this interval we had frequent fqualls of rain 
and fnow, and fliipped great quantities of water; 
after which, for three or four days, though the 
feas ran mountains high, yet the weather was ra- ther more moderate ; but on the 18th we had a- 
gain ftrong gales of wind, with extreme cold, and at midnight, the main top-fail fplit, and one of 
the ftraps of the main dead-eyes broke. From 
whence, to the 23d, the weather was more favour- 
able, though often intermixed with rain and fleet, 
and fome hard gales; but as the waves did not fub- 
fide, the fliip, by labouring in this lefty fea, 
was now grown fo loofe in her upper works, 
that (he let in the water at every feam, fo 
that every parf within board was conftantly ex- 
pofed to the fea-water, and fcarcely any of the 
officers ever lay in dry beds. Indeed it was ve- ry rare, that two nights ever paired without ma- 
ny of them being driven from their beds, by the 
deluge of water that come in upon them. 

On the 23d we had a moft violent ftorm of 
wind, hail, and rain, with a very great fea; 
and though we handed the main top-fail before 
the height of the fquall, yet we found the yard 
fprung ; and foon after, the foot-rope of the main 
fail breaking, the main-fail fplit itfelf inftantly 
to rags, and in fpite of our endeavours to t. '-e it, much the greater part of it was blown over.board. 
On this the Commodore made the fgaal for the 
fquadron to bring to ; and the ftorm at length 
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flattening to a calm, we had an opportunity of 
getting down our main tep-fail-yard, to put the- 
carpentera to work upon it, and of repairing our 
rigging ; after which, having bent a new main- 
fail, we got under fail again with a moderate: 
breeze ; but in lefs than twenty-four hours we 
were attacked by another florm ftill more furious 
than the former; for it proved a perfeft hurri- 
cane, and reduced us to the neeeflity of lying ta 
under our bare poles. As our fhip kept the wind 
better than any of the reft, we were obliged in 
the afternoon to wear-lhip, in order to join the 
fquadron to the leeward, which 'otherwife we 
ftiould have been in danger of lofing in the night; 
and as we dared not venture any fail abroad, we 
were obliged to make ufe of an expedient which 
anfwered our purpofe ; this was putting the helm 
a-weather, and manning the forelhrouds. But 
though this.method proved fuccefsful for the end 
i?rtended, yet, in the execution of it, one of our 
ableft feamen was canted over-board; we per- 
ceived that, notwithftanding the prodigious agi- 
tation of the waves, he Iwam very ftrong, and 
it was with the utmoft concern that we found 
ourfelves incapable of aflifting him ; indeed we 
were the more grieved at his unhappy fate,; as 
we loft fight of him ftruggling with the waves, 
and conceived, from the manner in which he 
fwam, that he might continue fenfible for a con- 
fiderable time longer of the horror attending his 
irretrievable fituation. 

Before this laft-mentioned ftorm was quite a- 
bated, we found two of our main Ihrouds, and 
one mizen fhroud broke, all which we knotted, 
and fet up immediately. From hence we had an 
interval of three or four days Itfs tempeftuous 
than ufual, but accompanied with a thick fog, 
in which we were obliged to fire guns altnoil 
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•every half hour, to keep our fquadron together. 
On the 3 ift we were alarmed by a gun fired from 
the Gloucefter, and a fignal made by her to fpeak 
with the Commodore ; we immediatly bore down 
to her, and were prepared to hear of fome ter- 
rible difafter ; but we were apprifed of it before 
we joined her, for we faw that her main-yard 
was broke in the flings. This was a grievous 
misfortune to us all at this jun£ture, as it was 
obvious, it would prove an hindrance to our fail- 
ing, and would detain us the longer in thefe in- 
hofpitable latitudes. But our future fuccefs-and 
fafety was not to be promoted by repining, but 
By refolution and activity; and therefore, that 
this unhappy incident might delay us as little as 
poflible, the Commodore ordered feveral carpen- ters to be put on board the Gloucefter, from the 
other {hips of the fquadron, in order to repair her ■damage with the utmoft expedition. And the 
captain of the Tryal complaining at the fame 
time that his pumps were fo bad, and the floop 
made fo great a quantity of water, that he was 
fcarcely able to keep her free; the Commodore 
ordered him a pump ready fitted from his own 
fhip. It was very fortunate for the Gloucefter 
and the Tryal that the weather proved more fa- 
vourable this day, than for many days both before 
and after v fmce by this means they were ena- 
bled to receive the afliftance which teemed eflen- 
tial to their prefervation, and which they could 
fcarcely have had at any other time, as it would 
have been extremely hazardous to have ventured 
a boat on board. The next day, that is, on the ift of April, 
the weather returned again to its cuftomary bias, 
the fky looked dark and gloomy, and the wind 
began to frefhen and to blow in {quails j how- 
ever, it was not yet fo boifterous as to prevent 
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our carrying our top-fails clofe reefed ; but its 
appearance was fuch, as plainly prognofticated 
that a Hill feverer tempeft was at hand : and accordingly, on the 3d of April, there came 
on a ftorm, which, both in its violence and 
continuation (for it lafted three days) exceeded 
all that we had hitherto encountered. In its firft 
onfet we received a furious (hock from a fea ■which broke upon our larboard quarter, where 
it ftrove in the quarter-gallery, and rufhed into 
the Ihip like a deluge; our rigging too fuffered 
extremely from the blow: amongft the reft, one 
of the»ftraps of the main dead-eyes was broke, 
as was alfo a main Ihroud and puttock fliroud; 
fo that, to eafe the ftrefs upon the marts and 
Ihrouds, we lowered both our main and fore- 
yards, and furled all our fails, and, in this 
pofture, we lay to for three days, when the ftorm 
fomewhat abating, we ventured to make fail 
under our courfes only : but even this we could 
not do long; for, the next day, which was the 
7th, we had another hard gale of wind, with 
lightning and rain, which obliged us to ly to 
again till night. It was wonderful that, not- 
withftanding the hard weather we had endured, 
no extraordinary accident had happened to any 
of the fquadron fxnce the breaking of the Glou- 
cefter’s main yard: but this good fortune now 
no longer attended us; for, at three the next morning, feveral guns were fired to leeward as 
fignals of diftrefs : and the Commodore making 
a fignal for the fqudron to bring to, we, at day- break, faw the Wager a confiderable way ,to lee- 
ward of any of the other fhips ; and we foon per- 
ceived that fhe had loft her mizen-maft, and 
main top-fail-yard. We immediately bore down 
to her, and found this difafter had arifen from 
tbe badmjfs of her iron-work ; for all the chain- 
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plates to windward had given way, upon the 
ftiip’s fetching a deep roll. This proved the 
more unfortunate to the Wager, as her carpen- ter had been on board the Gloucefler ever fince 
the 31ft of March, and the weather was now too 
fevere to permit him to return : nor was the 
Wager the only {hip of the fquadron that fuffered 
in this tempeft ; for, the next day, a fignal of 
diftrefs was made by the Anna pink, and, upon 
fpeaking with the mafter, we learned that they 
had broke their fore-ftay, and the gammon of 
the bowfprit, and were in no fmail danger of having all their malls come by the board; fo 
that we were obliged to bear away until they had' 
made all fall, after which we haled upon a wind 
again. 

And now, after all our folicitude, and the nu- 
merous ills of $very kind to which we had been 
incefiantly expofed for near forty days, we had 
great confolation in the flattering hopes we en- 
tertained, that our fatigues were drawing to a 
period, and that we (hould foon arrive in a more 
hofpitable climate, where we fliould be amply 
repaid for all our pall fufferings* For, towards the latter end of March, we were advanced, by 
our reckoning, near iop to the weft ward of the 
wellermoll point of Terra del Fuego: and this 
allowance being double what former navigators have thought neceflary to be taken, in order to 
compenfate the drift of the weltern current, we elleemed ourfelves to be well advanced within 
the limits of the fouthern ocean, and had there- 
fore been, ever fince, ftamiing to the northward 
with as much expedition as the turbulence of the 
weather, and our frequent difaflers, permitted. 
And, on the 13th of April, w£ were but a degree 
in latitude to the fouthward of the weft entrance 
of the Streights of Magellan 5 fo that we fully 

K 1 
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expefted, in a very few days, to have experien- 
ced the celebrated tranquillity of the Pacific 
ocean. 

But thefe were delufions which only ferved to 
render our difappoiritment more terrible ; for the 
next morning, between one and two, as we were 
Handing to the northward, and the weather which 
had till then been hazy, accidentally cleared up, 
the pink made a fignal for feeing land right-a-head, 
and it being but two miles diftant, we were all 
under the mod dreadful apprehenfions of running 
on fhore ; w hich, had either the wind blown from 
its ufual quarter, with its wonted vigour, or had 
not the moon fuddenly fhone out, not a flrip a- 
mongft us could poffibly have avoided: but the 
wind, which fome few hours before blew in fquall* 
from the S. W. having fortunately fhifted to W. 
N. W. we were enabled to Hand to the fouthward 
and to clear ourfelves of this unexpected danger, 
and were fortunate enough, by noon, to have 
gained an offing of near twenty leagues. 

By the latitude of this land we fell in with, it 
was agreed to be a part of Terra del Fuego, near 
the fouthern outlet defcribed in Frezier’s chart 
of the Streights of Magellan, and was fuppofed 
to be that point called by him Cape Noir. It was 
indeed moft wonderful, that the currents fiiould 
have driven us to the eaftward with fuch ftrength; 
for the whole fquadron efteemed themfelves up- 
wards of ten degrees more wrefterlythanthisland; 
fo that, in running down by our account about 
nineteen degrees of longitude, we had not really 
advanced half that diftance. And now, inftead 
of having our labours and anxieties relieved by 
approaching a warmer climate, and more tran- 
quil teas, we w^ere to fleer again to the fouth- 
\vard, and w’ere again to combat thofe w^eftern 
blafts which had fo often terrified us; and this 
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to, when we wcfc greatly enfeebled by our,men falling fick, and dying apace, and when our fpi- 
rits, dejefted by a long continuance at fea, and 
by our late difappointment, were much lefs ca- 
pable of fupporting us in the various difficulties 
which we could not but expe£fc in this new under- 
taking. Add to all this too, the difcouragement 
we received by the diminution of the ftrength of 
the fquadron ; for, three days before this, we 
loft fight of the Severn and the Pearlinthemorn- 
ing ; and though we fpread our fhips, and beat 
about for them fome time, yet we never faw them 
more; whence we had apprehenfions that they 
too might have fallen in-with this land in the 
night, and, by being lefs favoured by the wind 
and'the moon than we were, might have run on. 
{bore, and have periflied. Full of thefe defpond- 
ing thoughts and gloomy prefages, we flood away 
to the S. W. prepared, by our late difafter, to 
fufpe£l, that how large foever an allowance we- 
made in our wefting for the drift of the wefteriv current, we might ftill, upon a fecond trial, per- 
haps find it infufficient.. 

C H A P. IX.. 
Obfervations and directions for facilita- 

ting the paflages of our future crui- 
zers round Cape Horn. 

THE improper feafon of the year, in which 
we attempted to double Cape Horn, and 

to which is to be imputed the difappointment (re- 
cited in the foregoing chapter) of falling in with. 
Terra del Fue'go, when we reckoned ourfelves a- 
bove a hundred leagues to the weft ward, of that 
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\rhole coaft, and confequently well advanced in- 
to the Pacific ocean ; this unfeafonable navigation, 
I fay, to which we were neceffitated by our too 
late departure from England, was the fatal fource 
of all the misfortunes we afterwards encountered. 
For from hence proceeded the feparation of our 
fhips, the deftruttion of our people, the ruin o£ 
our proje£t on Baldivia, and of all our other views 
on the Spanifh places, and the redu£tion of our 
fquadron from the formidable condition in which 
it palled Streights Le Maire, to a couple of fhat- 
tered, half-manned eruizers, and( a Hoop, fo far 
difabled, that in many climates they fcarcely durft 
have put tofea. To prevent therefore, as much 
as in me lies, all (hips hereafter bound to the South Seas from fullering the fame calamities, I 
think it my duty to infert in this place, fuch di- 
rections and obfervations as either my owii expe- 
rience and reflection, or the converfation of the 
molt Ikilful navigators on board the fquadron could furnifla me with, in relation to the molt 
eligible manner of doubling Cape Horn, whether 
in regard to the feafon of the year, the eourfe 
proper to be fleered, or the places of refrefh- 
ment, both on the call and weft fide of South 
America. 

And fiifl, with regard to the proper place far 
refrelhment on the eaft fide of South America. 
For this purpofe the jlland of St Catharine’s has' 
been ufually recommended by former writers,, 
and on their faith we put in there, as has been 
formerly mentioned: but the treatment we met 
with, and the fmall ftore of refrelhments we. could 
procure there, are fufficient reafons to render all 
fhips,, for the future,, cautious how they truft 
themfelves in the government of Don Jofe Sylva 
de Fa? * for they may certainly depend'on having 
aheir ftrength, condition', and defigns, betrayed to 
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the Spaniards, as far as the knowledge the gcT 
vernor can procure of thefe particulars -will give 
him leave. And as this treacherous conduct fs 
infpired by the views of private gain, in the illi- 
cit commerce carried on to the river of Plate, 
rather than by any national affe&ion which tire 
Portuguefe bear the Spaniards ; the fame perfidy 

. may perhaps be expected from moft of the gover- 
nors of the Brazil coaft, fince thefe finugglirag 
engagements are doubtlefs very extenfive and. 
general. And though tire governors fhould them- 
felves detefE Co a faithlefs procedure; yet as 
ihips are perpetually palling from fome: or other 
of the Brazil ports to the river of Plate, the Spa- 
niards could fcarcely fail of receiving, by this 
means, cafnal intelligence of any Britilh fhips 
upon the coaft; which, however imperfe<ft fuch 
intelligence might be, would prove of danger- 
ous import to the views and interefts of thofe 
cruizers who were thus difeovered. 

For the Spanilh trade, in the South Seas, run- 
ning all in one track from north to fonth -with 
very little deviation to the eaftward or weft ward, 
it is in the power of two or three cruizers, pro- 
perly ftationed in different parts of this track, to- 
poffefs themfelves of every Ihip that puts to fea ; but this is only fo long as they can continue con- 
cealed from the neighbouring coaft ; for the in- 
ftant an enemy is known to be in thofe feas, all 
navigation is prohibited, and confequently all captures are at an end; fince the Spaniards, well 
apprifed of thefe advantages of the enemy, fend 
expreffes along the coaft, and lay a general em- 
bargo on all their trade; a meafure which they 
prudentially forefee will not only prevent their 
veffels being taken, but wili foon lay any cruizers,. 
who-have not ftrength fufficient to attempt their 
places* under neceffity of returning home. Hence 
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then appears the great importance of concealing 
all expeditions of this kind ; and hence too it fol- 
lows how extremely prejudicial that inte ligence 
may prove, which is given by the Portuguefe go- 
vernors to the Spaniards, in relation to the defigns 
of fliips touching at the ports of Brazil. 

However, notwithftanding the inconveniencies ■we have mentioned of touching on the coaft of 
Brazil, it wil1 oftentimes happen, that fhips bound 
round Cape Horn will be obliged to call there for 
a fupply of wood and water, and other refrefh- 
ments. In this cafe St Catharine’s is the laft place 
I would recommend ; both as the proper animals 
for a live flock at fea, as hogs, fheep, and fowls,, 
cannot be procured there, (for want of which we 
found ourfelves greatly diftrefTed, by being redu- 
ced to live almoft entirely on fait provifions); and 
alfo becaufe from its being nearer the river of 
Plate than many of their other fettlements, the 
inducements and convenienciea of betraying us 
are much flronger. The place I would recom- 
mend is Rio Janeiro, where two of our fquadron 
put in after they were feparated from us in pair- 
ing Cape Horn : for here, as I have been inform- 
ed, by one of the gentlemen on board thofe fhips. 
any quantityt,of hogs and poultry may be procured | 
and this place being more diflant from the river 
of Plate, the difficulty of intelligence is fomewhat 
inhanced,. and confequently the chance of con- 
tinuing there undifeovered, in fome degree aug- 
mented- Other meafures which may effectually 
obviate all thefe embarraffments, fhall be confi- dered more at large hereafter. 

1 next proceed to the confideration of the pro- 
per courfe to be fleered for doubling Cape Horn. 
And here, I think, I am fufficicntly authorifedby 
our own fatal experience, and by a careful com- 
parifon and examination of the journals of former 
navigators, to ive this piece of advice, which, 
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in prudence, I think, ought never to be departed 
from : that is, that all fhips bound to the South 
Seas, inftead of palling through Streights le Maire, 
Ihould conftantly pafs ta the eaftward of Staten- 
land, and Ihould be invariably bent on running 
to the fouthward, as far as the latitude of 61 or 
62 degrees, before they endeavour to Hand to the 
weftward; and that, when they are got into that 
latitude, they Ihould then make hire qf fufficient 
welling, before they once think of fteering to the 
northward. 

But as dire&ions diametrically oppofite to thefe 
have been formerly given by other writers, it is 
incumbent on me to produce my reafons for each part of this maxim. And firlt, as to the palling 
to the eallward of Staten-land; thofe who have 
attended to the rilk we ran in palling the 
Sreights Le Maire, the danger we were in of being driven upon Staten-land by the current, when 
though we happily e.fcaped being put on fhore, 
we were yet carried to the eallward of that illand ; 
thofe who refle£l on this, and the like accidents, 
which have happened to other Ihips, will furely 
not efteem it prudent to pafs through Streigbts 
Le Maire, and run the rifk offhipwreck, and after 
all find themfelves no farther to the wellward (the 
only reafon hitherto given for this pra&ice) than 
they might have been in the fame time, by a fe- 
cure navigation in an open fea. 

And next, as to the dire£lions I have given for running into the latitude of 61 or 62 fouth, before 
any endeavour is made to Hand to the weltward : 
the reafons for this precept are, that in all proba- 
bility the violence of the currents will be hereby 
avoided, and the weather will prove lefs tem- 
peftuous and uncertain. This lall circumltance 
we ourfelves experienced moll remarkably; for 
after we had unexpectedly fallen-in with the land 
as has been mentioned in the preceding chapter* 
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we flood away to thefouthward to run clear of it, 
and were no fooner advanced into fixty degrees 
or upwards, but we met with .much better weather 
and i'moother water than in any other part of the 
whole pafiage: the air indeed was very cold and 
{harp, and we had ftrong gales, but they were 
fteady and uniform, and we had at the fame time 
funlhine and a clear fky ; whereas in the lower 
latitudes, the winds every now and then inter- mitted, as it were to recover new ftrength, and 
then returned fuddenly in the moll violent gufls, 
threatening at each blaft the lofs of our malts, 
which muft have ended in our certain deftru£tion. 
And that the currents in this high latitude would 
be of much lefs efficacy than nearer the land* 
feems to be evinced from thefe' confiderations, 
that all currents run with greater violence near 
the lhore, than at fea, and that, at great diftan- 
ces from ffiore they are fcarcely perceptible. In- 
deed the reafon of this feems fufficiently obvious, 
if we confider that conftant currents are in all pro- 
bability. produced by conftant winds, the wind 
driving before it, though with a flow and imper- 
ceptible motion, a large body of water, which be- 
ing accumulated upon any coaft it meets with, 
muft efcape along the fhore by the endeavours of 
its furface to reduce itfelf to the fame level with 
the reft of the ocean. And it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that thofe violent gufts of wind which we 
experienced near the fhore, fo very different from 
what we found in the latitude of 6o° and upwards, 
may be owing to a fimilar caufe •, for a wefterly 
wind almoft perpetually prevails in the fouthern 
part of the Pacific ocean : . and this current of air 
being interrupted by thofe immenfe hills called the 
Andes, and by the mountains on Terra del Fuego, 
which together bar up the whole country to the 
fouthward, as far as Cape Horn, a part of it only 
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can force its way over the tops of thofe prodigi- 
ous precipices, whilft the reft muft naturally 
follow the dire£lion of the coaft, and muft range 
down the land to the fouthward, and fweep with 
an impetuous and irregular blaft round Cape 
Horn, and the fouthermoft part of Terra del 
Fuego. However, not to rely on thefe fpecula- 
tions, we may, I believe, eftablifli as inconteft- 
ible thefe matters of faft, that, both the rapi- dity of the currents, and the violence of the 
weftern gales, are lefs fenfible in the latitude of 
61 or 62 degrees, than nearer the Ihore of Terra 
del Fuego. 

But though I am fatisfied both from our own 
experience, and the relations of other navigators, 
of the importance of the precept I here infill on, that of running into the latitude of 61 or 62 de- 
grees, before any endeavours are made to Hand 
to the wcftward; yet I would advife no {hips here- 
after to truft fo far to this management as to ne- 
gle& another moft efiential maxim, which is, the 
making this paflage in the height of fummer, 
that is, in the months of December and Janua- 
ry ; and the more diftant the time of paffage is 
taken from this feafon, the more difaftrous it 
may be reafonably expedled to prove. Indeed, if 
the mere violence of the weftern winds be con- 
fidered, the time of our pafiage, which was about 
the equinox, was perhaps the moft unfavourable 
of the whole year; but then it muft be remem- bered, that independent of the winds, there are, 
in the depth of winter, many other inconvenien- 
cies to be apprehended, which are almoft infu- 
perable: for the feverity of the cold, and the 
fhortnefs of the days, would render it impratti- 
cable at that feafon to run fo far to the fouth- 
ward as is here recommended; and the fame rea- 
ibns would greatly augment the alarms of failing 
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in the neighbourhood of an unknown fhore, 
dreadful in its appearance in the midft of fummer, 
and would make a winter-navigation on this coaft 
to be of all others the moll difmaying and ter- 
nble. As I would therefore advife all ftiips to 
make their paflage in December and January, if 
poffible *, fo I would warn them never to attempt 
the doubling of Cape Horn from the eaftward, 
after the month of March. 

And now, as to the remaining confideration, 
that is, the propereft port for cruizers to refrelh 
at on their firft arrival in the South Seas: on this 
head there is fcarcely any choice, the ifland of 
Juan Fernandes being the only place that can be 
prudently recommended for this purpofe. For 
though there are many ports on the weftern fide 
of Patagonia, between the Streights of Magellan 
and the Spanilh fettlements,'(a plan of one of 
which will be referred to in the courfe of thi* 
v'ork), where {hips might ride in great fafety, 
might recruit their wood and water, and might 
procure fome few refrefhments ; yet that coaft 
is in itfelf fo dangerous, from its numerous rocks 
and breakers, and from the violence of the 
weftem winds, which blow conftantly full upon 
it, that it is by no means advifable to fall in with 
that land, at lead: till the roads, channels, and anchorage in each part of it are accurately fur- 
veyed, and both the perils and {belters it abounds 
with are more diftinftly known. 

Thus having given the beft directions in my 
powder for the fuccefs of our cruizers who may 
be hereafter bound to the,South Seas, it might be 
expected that I fhould again refume the thread of 
irTy narration. Yet as both in the preceding and fubfequent parts of this work, I have thought it 
my duty, not only to recite all fuch faCts, and to 
jnculcate fuch maxims as had the leaft appear* 
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ance of proving beneficial to future navigators ; 
but alfo, occafionally to recommend fuch mea* 
fares to the public, as I conceive are adapted to 
promote the fame laudable purpofe; I cannot defift 
from the prefent fubjeft, without befeeching thofe 
tfo whom the conduct of our naval affairs is com- 
mitted, to endeavour to remove the many per- 
plexities and embarraffments with which the na- 
vigation to the South Seas is at prefent neceflarily' 
incumbered. An effort of this kind could not fail 
of proving highly honourable to themfelves, and 
extremely beneficial to their 'country. For it 
feems to be fufficiently evident, that whatever 
improvements navigation (hall receive, either by 
the invention of methods that fhall render its 
pra&ice lefs hazardous, or by the more accurate 
delineation of the coafts, roads, and ports alrea- 
dy known, or by the difeovery of new nations, 
or new fpecies of commerce; it feems, I fay, 
fufficiently evident, that by whatever means na- 
vigation is promoted, the conveniencies hence 
arifing mull ultimately redound to the emolu- 
ment of Great Britain. Since, as our fleets are 
at prefent fuperior to thofe of the whole world 
united, it muft be a matchlefs degree of fupine- 
nefs or mean-fpiritednefs, if we permitted any 
of the advantages which new difeoveries, or a 
more extended navigation, may produce to man- 
kind, to be ravifhed from us. 

As therefore it appea* > that all our future ex- peditions to the South Seas muft run aaronfider- 
able rifk of proving abortive, whilft in our paf- 
fage thither we are under the neceflity of touching 
at Brazil, the difeovery of fome place more to the fouthward, where (hips might refrefh and fupply 
themfelves with the neceffary fea-ftock for their voyage round Cape Horn, would be an expedient 
which would relieve us from this embarraflxnent, 

Vol. I. L 
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Rnd would furely be a matter worthy of the at- 
tention of the public. Nor does this feem diffi- cult to be effe&ed. For we have already the im- 
perfedb knowledge of two places, which might 
perhaps, on examination, prove extremely con- 
venient foj this purpofe ; one of them is Pepy’s 
ifiand, in the latitude of 47° fouth, and laid 
down by Dr Halley, about eighty leagues to the 
eaftward of Cape Blanco, on the coaft of Patago- 
nia ; the other is Falkland’s ifles, in the latitude 
of 510 j, lying nearly fouth of Pepy’s ifiand. The 
firft of thefe was difcovered by Captain Cowley, 
in his voyage round the world in the year 1686, 
who reprefents it as a commodious place for {hips 
to wood and water at, and fays it is provided 
with a very good and capacious harbour, where 
a thoufand fail of {hips might ride at anchor in 
great fafety j that it abounds with fowls, and that, as the ffiore is either rocks or fands, it 
feems to promife great plenty of fiffi. The fecond 
place, or Falkland’s ifles, have been feen by ma- 
ny {hips, both French and Engliffi, being the 
land laid down by Frezier, in his chart of the extremity of South America, under the title of 
the New Iflands, Woods Rogers, who run along the N. E. coaft of thefe ifles in the year 1708, 
tells us, that they extended about two degrees in length, and appeared with gentle defcents from 
hill to hill, and feemed to be good ground, inter- fperfed wdth woods, and ; p-t deftitute of harbours. 
Either of thefe places, as they are iflands at a 
confiderable diftance from the continent, may be 
fuppofed, from their latitude, to lie in a climate 
fufficiently temperate. It is true, they are too 
little known to be at prefent recommended as the 
moft elegible places of rerelhment for {hips bound 
to the fouthward: but if the admiralty fhould 4jjink it advifeable to order them to be furveyed. 
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which may be done at a very fmall expence, by a 
veflel fitted out on purpofe ; and if, on this exa- 
mination, one or both of thefe places, fhould ap- 
pear proper for the purpofe intended, it is fcarce- 
jy to be conceived of what prodigious import a 
convenient ftation might prove, fituated fo far to 
the fouthward, and fo near Cape Horn. The 
Duke andDuchefs of Brifto! were but thirty-five days from their lofing fight of Falkland’s ifles, to 
their arrival at Juan Fernandes in the South Seas r 
and as the returning back is much facilitated by the 
weftern winds, I doubt not but a voyage might 
be made from Falkland’s ifies to Juan Fernandes, 
and back again, in little more than two months. 
This, even in time of peace, might be of great 
confequence to this nation, and, in time of war, would make us matters of thofe feas. And as all difcoveries of this kind, though ex- 
tremely honourable to thofe who dire£f and pro- 
mote them, may yet be carried on ataninconfider- able expencc, fiuce fmall veflels are much thepro- 
pereft to be employed in this fervice ; it were to be ■wiftied, that the whole coaft of Patagonia, Terra del Fuego, and Staten-land, were carefully fur- 
veyed, and the numerous channels, roads, and 
harbours, with which they abound, wereaccurate- 
Jy examined. This might open to us facilities of 
.paifing into the Pacific ocean, which as yet we 
may be unacquainted with, and would render all 
.that fouthern navigation infinitely fccurer than 
at prefent; particularly an exaft draught of the welt coaft of Patagonia, from the Streights of Magellan to the Spanifli fettlements, might per- 
haps furnilh us with better and more convenient 
ports for refrefhment, and better fituated for the 
purpofes either of war or commerce, and above a fortnight’s fail nearer to Falkland’s illand, than 
the illand of Juan Fernandes. The difcovery of 
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this coaft hath formerly been thought of fuch con- 
fequence, by reafon of its neighbourhood to the 
Araucos, and other Chilian Indians, who are ge- 
nerally at war, or at leaf!: on ill terms with their 
iSpaniih neighbours, that Sir John Narborough, 
was purpofely fitted out, in the reign of King 
Charles II. to furvey the Streights of Magellan, 
the neighbouring coaft of Patagonia, and the 
Spanifh forts on that frontier, with dire&ions, 
if poflible, to procure fome intercourfe with the 
Chilian Indians, and to eftablifh a commerce and 
a lafting conrefpondetice with them. His Ma- 
jefty’s view in employing Sir John Narborough 
in this expedition, was not folely the advantage 
he might hope to receive from the Alliance of 
thofe favages, in reftraining and intimidating 
the crown of Spain; but he conceived that, in- 
dependant of thofe motives, the immediate traffic 
with thefe Indians might prove extremely advan- 
tageous to the Englifti nation. For it is well 
knowm, that at the firft difcovery of Chili by the 
Spaniards, it abounded with vaft quantities of 
gold, much beyond w hat it has at any time pro- 
duced fince it has been in their pofleffion And 
hence it has been generally believed, that the 
richeft mines are carefully concealed, hy the In- 
dians, as w'ell knowing that the difcovery of 
them would only excite in the Spaniards a great- 
er thirft for conqueft and tyranny, and would render their own independence more precarious. 
But, with refpedt to their commerce with the 
Englifh, thefe reafons would no longer influence 
them ; fince it would be in our power to furnifh 
them w'ith arms and ammunition of all kinds, of 
which they are extremely defirous, together with 
many other conveniencies which their intercourfe 
with the Spaniards has taught them to reliftn 
They would then, in all probability, open theit 
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mines, and gladly embrace a traffic of fuch mu- tual convenience to both nations : for then theif 
gold, inftead of proving an incitement to eniiave 
them, would procure them weapons to afl’ert their 
liberty, to chaftile their tyrants, and to fecure 
themfelves for ever from the Spaniffi yoke; whilft, -with our affiltance, and under our protec- 
tion, they might become a confiderable people, 
and might fecure to us that wealth which former- 
ly, by the houfe of Auftria, and lately by the houfe 
of Bourbon, has been moll mifchievoufly laviffied 
in the purfuit of univerfal monarchy. 

It is true. Sir John Narborough did not fucceed 
in opening this commerce, which in appearance 
promifed ib many advantages to this nation. - How-t 
ever, his difappointment was riierely accidental 
and his tranfaclions upon that coaft (befides the many valuable improvements he furniihed to geo- 
graphy and navigation) are rather an encourage- 
ment for future trials of this kind, than anyobjec- 
tion againft them ; bis principal misfortune being 
the lofing company of a fmall bark which attend- 
ed him, and having feme of his people trepanned at Baldivia. However, it appeared, by the pre- 
cautions and fears of the Spaniards, that they 
were fully convinced of the practicability of the 
fcheme he was fent to execute, and extremely 
alarmed with the apprehenfion of its confequen- 
ces. It is faid, that his Majefty King Charles II. 
was fo far prepoflefled with the belief of the emoluments which might redound to the public 
frofri this expedition, and was fo eager to be in-* formed of the event of it, that, having intelli- 
gence of Sir John Narborough’s palling through- 
the downs on his return, he had not patience to attend his arrival at court, but went himfelf in his barge to Gravefend to-meet hiai. 
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To faciiitate as much as poffible any attempts 

of this kmd, which may be hereafter undertaken, 
I have, in the thirteenth plate, given a chart of 
that part of the world, as far as it is hitherto 
known, which I flatter myfelf is, in fome refpedt, much corre£ter than any which has been yet pu~ 
blilhed. To evince which, it may be neceflary to 
mention what materials I have principally made 
ufe of, and what changes 1 have introduced dif- ferent from other authors. 

The two moft celebrated charts hitherto pu- blifhed, of the fouthermoft part of South America, 
are thofe of Dr Halley, in his general chart of 
the magnetic variation, and of Frezier, in his 
voyage to the South Seas. But, befides thefe, 
there is a chart of the Streights of Magellan, and 
of fome part of the adjacent coaft, by Sir John Narborough above mentioned, which is doubtlefa 
infinitely exa&er in that part than Frezier’s, 
and1, in fome refpetts, fuperior to Halley’s, par- ticularly in what relates to the longitudes of 
the different parts of thofe ftreights. The coaft, 
from Cape Blanco to Terra del Fuego, and thence 
to Streights le Maire, we were ii) fome meafure capable of correcting by our own obfervations, 
as we ranged that fliore generally in fight of land. The pdfition of the land, to the northward of the Streights of Magellan, on the weft fide, is doubt- 
lefs laid down in our chart but very imperfectly s and yet I believe it to be much nearer the truth than what has hitherto been done; as itisdrawit 
from the information of fome of tire Wager’s 
crew who were fhipwrecked on that fhore, and 
afterwards coafted it down; and as it agrees pret- 
ty nearly with the defeription of fome Spanifh Hianufcripjs I have feen. The channel dividing 
Terra del Fuego is drawn from Frezier: but Sir 
i>aacis Drake> who firft dijfcovexed Cape Horn, 
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and the S. W. part of Terra del Fuego, obferved 
that whole coaft to be divided by a great number 
of inlets, all which, he conceived, did commu- 
nicate with the Streights of Magellan. And I 
doubt not, that whenever this country is tho- 
roughly examined, this circumftance will be ve- 
rified, and Terra del Fuego will be found to con- 
fift of feveral tflands. 

And, having mentioned Frezier fo often, I 
muft not omit warning all future navigators a- 
gainft relying on the longitude of Streights le 
Maire, or of any part of that coaft laid down in 
his chart, the whole being from eight to ten de- 
grees too far to the eaftward, if any faith can be 
given to the concurrent evidences of a great 
number of journals, verified, in fome particulars, 
by aftronomical obfervations. For inftance, Sir 
John Narborough places Cape Virgin Mary in 
65° : 42'of weft longitude from the Lizard, that is 
in about 710 -f from London. And the ihips of 
our fquadron,' who took their departure from St 
Catharine’s (where the longitude was re£iified by an obfervation of the eclipfe of the moon) found 
C ipe Virgin Mary to be from 70° to 720 £ 
from London, according to their different reck- 
onings *, and fince there were no circumftances in our run that could make itconfideraWy erroneous, 
it cannot be efteemed in lefs than 71 degrees of 
weft longitude y whereas Frezier lays it down in 
lefs than 66 degrees from Paris, that is little 
more than 63 degrees from London, which is 
doubtlefs eight degrees fhort of its true quantity. Again, our fquadron found Cape Virgin Mary, 
and Streights le Maire, to be not more than 
2° ^ different in longitude, which in Frezier 
are diftant near four degrees ; fb that, not only 
Cape St Bartholomew is laid down in him near 
10 degrees top little, but the coaft from the 
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Strelghts of Magellan to Streights le Maire, 
is enlarged to near double its real extent. But to have done with Frezier, whofe errors* 
the importance, of the fubjedl, and not a fond- 
nels for cavilling, has obliged me to remark* (though his treatment of Dr Hally might, on the 
prelent occafion, authorife much fevere; ufage) I 
mull, in the next place, relate wherein the chart 
I have here inferted differs from that of our 
Jearned countryman laft. mentioned- 

It is well known that this gentleman was fent 
abroad by the public, to make fueh geographi- 
cal and aftronomical obfervations as might faci- 
litate the future practice of navigation, and par- 
ticularly to determine the variation of the com- 
pafs in fuch places as he fhould touch at, and, 
if poffible, to afcertain its general law’s and af- 
fections. Thefe things Dr Hally, to his im- mortal reputation, and the honour of our nation, 
in good meafure accomplilhed ; efpecially with 
regard to the variation of the compafs, a fubjedf, 
of all others, the moft interelling to thol'e em- ployed in the art of navigation. He likewife 
correfted the pofition of the coaft of Brazil, 
which had been very erroneoufly laid dowm by all 
former hydographers; and fiom a judicious 
comparifon of the obfervations of others, he 
happily fucceeded in fettling the geography of 
many confirierable places, where he had not him- 
felfbeen. So that the chart he compofed, with 
the variation of the needle marked thereon, being 
the refulr of his labour s on this fubjeft, was al- lowed by all Europe ro be far completer in its 
geography than any that had, till then, been pu- 
blifhed, whilft it was, ar the fame time, moft 
furprifingly exadl in the quantity of variation af- 
figned to the different parts of the globe ; a 
fubjeft fo very intricate and perplexing, that all 
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general determinations about it had been ufually 
deemed impofiible. 

But as the only means he had of correcting 
the fituation of tjjofe coafts. where he did not touch himf^lf, were the obfervations of others.} 
when thofe obfervations were wanting, or were 
inaccurate,f it was no imputation ton his fldll, that 
his decifions were defective. And this, upon 
the.heft comp^rifon I have been able to make, is 
the cafe with regard to that part of his chart, which contains the fouth coalt of South America. 
Tor: though the coaft of Brazil, and the oppofite coaft of Peru on the South Seas, are laid down, 
I prefume, with the greateft . accuracy ; yet, ■from about the river of Plate bn the eaft fide, 
and its oppoGte point on the weft, the coaft gra- dually declines too much to thb weft ward,'foas^ 
at the Streights of Magellan, to be, as I conceive, 
about fifty leagues removed from its true pofitioip: 
at leaft, this is the refult of the obfervations of 
ourdquadron, which agree extremely well with 
thofe of Sir John Narborough. I muft add. that 
Dr Hally has, in the phriofbphical tranfa&ions, given the foundation on which he has pro- 
ceeded, in fixing port St Julian in 76° £ of weft 
longitude; which the concurrent journals ofour fquadron place from 70° ^ to 710 This, he 
tells us, was an ohfervation of an eclipfe of the moon, made at that place by Mr Wood, then 
Sir Jolpr Narborough’s lieutenant, and which is 
Laid to have happened there at eight in the even- 
ing, on the i-8th of September 1670. But Cap- 
tain Wood’s journal of this whole voyage, under 
Sir John Narborough, is fince publiihed, toge- 
ther with this obfervatiqn, in which he deter- 
mines the longitude of port St Julian to be 73 
degrees from London, and the time of the e- 
.clipfc to have been idiffbtetit frgm Ur. Jiafty’^ 
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account. But the numbers he has given are fo 
faultily printed, that nothing can be determined 
from them.’ 

To what I have already mentioned, with re- 
gard to the chart hereunto annexed, I fhall only 
add, that, to render it more complete, I have in- 
ferted therein the route of our fquadron, and have 
delineated, in the pafiage round Cape Horn, both 
the real track which we defcribed, and the ima- ginary track exhibited by our reckoning; whence 
the violence of the currents, in that part of the 
world, and the enormous deviations which they 
produce, will appear by infpe&ion. And that 
no material article might be omitted in this im- 
portant affair, the foundings on the coaft of Pa- 
tagonia, and the variation of the magnetic needle, 
are annexed to thofe parts of this track, where, 
by our obfervations, we found them to be of the 
quantity there fpecified* 

C H A P. X. 
From Cape Noir to the ifland of Julian 

Fernandes. 
AFTER the mortifying difappointment of 

falling in with the coaft of Terra del Fuego, 
when we efieemed ourfelves ten degrees to the weftward of it, as hath been at large recited in 
the eighth chapter, we flood away to the S. W. 
till the 22d of April, when we were in upwards 
of 6o° of fouth latitude, and, by our account, near 6° to the weftward of Cape Noir. In this 
run we had a feries of as favourable weather as 
could well be expedled in that part of the world, 
tfven in a better feafon t fo^that this intelval, fet» 
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ting the inquietude of our thoughts afide, was, 
by far, the moft eligible of any w e enjoyed from 
Streights le Maire to the weft coaft of America. 
This moderate weather continued with little va- 
riation till the 24th ; but on the 24th in the even- 
ing, the wind began to blow frelh, and foon i'n- 
creafed to a prodigious ftorm ; and the weather 
being extremely thick, about midnight we loft 
fight of the other four fhips of the fquadron, 
which, notwithftanding the violence of the pre- 
ceding ftorms, had hitherto kept in company 
with us. Nor was this our foie misfortune ; for, 
the next morning, endeavouring to hand the top- 
fails, the clew-lines and bunt-lines broke, and 
the fheets being half-flown, every feam in the 
top-fails was foon fplit from top to bottom, and the main top-fail fhook fo ftrongly in the wind, 
that it carried away the top lanthorn, and en- 
dangered the head of the maft ; however, at length fome of the moft daring of our men ventu- 
red upon the yard, and cut the fail away clofe to 
the reefs, though with the utmoft hazard of their 
lives } whilft, at the fame time, the fore-top-fail beat about the yard with fo much fury, that it 
was foon blown to pieces. Nor was our attention 
to our top-fails our foie employment; for the 
main-fail blew loofe, wrhich obliged us to lower 
down the yard to fecure the fail; and the fore-' 
yard being likewife lowered, we lay to under a 
mizen. In this ftorm, befldes the lofs of our 
top-fails, we had much of our rigging broke, 
and loft a main ftudding-fail-boom out of the 
chains. 

On the 25 th, about noon, the weather became 
tnore moderate, which enabled us to fway up our yards, and to repair, in the beft manner we 
could, our {battered rigging ; but ftill we had no 
fight of the reft of our fquadron, nor indeed were 
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we joined by any of them, till after our arrival 
ait Juan Fernandes ; nor did any two of them* 
as we have fmce learned, continue in company 
together : this total, and almoft inftantaneous re- 
paration* was the more wonderful, as we had hitherto kept together for feven weeks, through 
all the reiterated tempefts of this turbulent cli- 
mate. It mull indeed be owned, that we had 
hence room to expert, that we might make our 
pafiage in a {hotter time than if we had continued 
together, becaufe we could now make the beft 
of our way, without being retarded by the mif- fortunes of the other {hips ; but then we had the- 
melancholy refle£iionv that we ourfelves were 
hereby deprived of the afliftance of others, and 
our fafety would depend upon our fingle {hip : 
fo that if a plank ftarted, or any other accident 
of the fame nature lliould take place, we muft 
all irrecoverably perilh : or fliould we be driven 
on fhore, we had the uncomfortable profpect of- 
ending our days on fome defolate coaft, without 
any reafonable hope of ever getting off again : whereasj with another {hip in company, all thefe 
calamities, are much lefs formidable, fince, in 
every kind of danger,- there would be fome pro- 
bability that one {hip at yCaft might efcape, and 
might be capable of preferving or relieving the 
crew Of the other. 

The remaining part of this month of April, we 
had generally hard gales, although we had been 
every day, fince the aid, edging to the north- 
ward; however, on the laft day of the month, 
we flattered .ourfelves with the expectation of foon 
terminating all our fufferings, for we that day 
found ourfelves in the latitude of 520 : twhich, 
being to the northward of the Streights of Magel- lan, we were allured that we had completed our 
paffage, and had arrived in the confines of the 
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fouthern ocean; and this ocean being denomir . 
nated Pacific, from the equability of the feafons 
which are faid to prevail there, and the facility 
and fecurity with which navigation is there car- 
ried on, we doubted not but wc (hould be 
fpeedily cheated with the moderate gales, the 
fmooth water, and the temperate air, for which 
that track of the globe has been fo renowned. 
And, under the influence of thefe pleafing cir- 
cumftances, we hoped to experience feme kind 
of compenfation for the complicated miferies 
w hich had fo conftantly attended us for the lafl 
eight weeks. But here we were again difappoint- 
ed •, for, in the fucceeding month of May our fuf- 
ferings rofe to a much higher pitch than they 
had ever yet done, whether we confider the vio- 
lence of the ftorms, the fhatterine of our fails 
and rigging, or the diminifhine and weakening 
of our crew by deaths and ficknefs, and the pro- 
bable profpe£! of our total deftru&ion. All this will be fufliciently evident, from the following 
circumftantial account of our diverfified misfor- tunes. 

Soon after our pafiing Streights le Maire, the 
fcurvy began to make its appearance amongfl: us} 
and our long continuance at fea, the fatigue we 
underwent, and the various difappointirients we met with, had occafioned its fpreading to fuch a 
degree, that, at the latter end of April, there 
were but few on board who were not in fome de- degree afflictedwnth it; and, in that month, no lef* 
than forty-three died of it on board the Centurion. 
But though we thought that the dillemper had 
then rifen to an extraordinary height, and w^ere 
willing to hope, that as w-e advanced to the north- 
ward, its malignity would abate, yet we found, 
on the contrary, that, in the month of May, we loft 
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near double that number: and as we did not get to 
land till the middle of June, the mortality went 
on increafing, and the difeafe extended itfelf fo 
prodigiously, that, after the lofs of above two 
hundred men, we could not at laft multer more 
than fix foremaft-men, in a watch, capable 
of duty. 

This difeafe fo frequently attending long voy- 
ages, and fo particularly deftruftive to us, is fure- 
ly the moft fingular and unaccountable of any 
that affe&s the human body. Its fymptoms are 
inconftant and innumerable, and its progrefs and 
effefts extremely irregular : for fcarcely any two 
perfons have complaints exactly refembling each 
other ; and where there have been found fome 
conformity in the fymptoms, the order of their 
appearance has been totally different. However, 
though it frequently puts on the form of many 
other difeafes, and is therefore not to be defcri- 
bed by any exclufive and infallible criterions : 
yet there are fome fymptoms which are more ge- 
neral than the reft, and, occurring the ofteneft, 
deferve a moee particular enumeration. Thefe 
common appearances are large difcoloured fpots, 
difperfed over the whole furface of the body, 
fwelled legs, putrid gums, and, above all, an ex- 
traordinary laflitude of the whole body, efpecially 
after any exercife, however inconfiderable ; and 
this laflitude, at laft, degenerates into a prone- 
nefs to fwoon, and even die, on the lead exertion 
©f ftrength, or even on the leaft motion. 

This difeafe is likewife ufually attended with 
a ftrange deje&ion of the fpirits, and with fhiver- 
ings, tremblings, and a difpofirion to be feized 
with the moft dreadful terrors -on the flighted 
accident. Indeed it was moft remarkable, in all 
our reiterated experience of this malady, that 
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whatever difcouraged our people, or at any time 
damped their hopes, never failed to add new 
vigour to the diftemper; for it ufually killed thofe 
who were in the laft ftages of it, and confined 
thofe to their hammocks who were before capable 
of fome kind of duty ; fo that it feemed as if ala- 
crity of mind, and fanguine thoughts, were 
no contemptible prefervatives from its fatal ma- 
lignity. 

But it is not eafy to complete the long roll of 
the various concomitants of this difeafc; for it 
often produced putrid fevers, pleurifies, the jaun- 
dice, a'id violent rheumatic pains, and fometimea 
it occafioned an obftinate coftivenefs, which was 
generally attended with a difficulty of breathing : 
and this was efteemed the moft deadly of all the 
fcorbutic fymptoms. At other times the wh ile 
body, but more efpeeially the legs, were fubje£fc 
to ulcers of the worft kind, attended with rotten 
bones, and fuch a luxuriancy of fungous fleffi, as 
yielded to no remedy. But a molt extraordinary 
circumftance, and what would be fcatcely cre- 
dible upon any fingle evidence, is, that the fcares 
of wounds, which had been for many years heal- ed, were forced open again by this virulent di- 
ftemper. Of this there was a remarkable inltance 
in one of the invalids on board the Centurion, 
who had been wounded above fifty years befo e 
at the battle of the Boyne; for though he wa$ 
cured foon after, and had continued well for a great number of years paft, yet, on his being at- 
tacked by the fcurvy, his wounds, in the progrefs 
of his difeafe, broke out afreffi, and appeared as 
if they had never been healed ; nay, what is 'ill 
more aftoniffiing, the callus of a broken be ne, which had been completely formed for a long 
time, was found to be hereby diflblved, aud the 
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fra&ure feemed as if it had never been confoli* 
dated. Indeed, the effe&s of this difeafe were, 
in alraoft every inftance, wonderful; for many 
of our people, though confined to their ham- 
mocks, appeared to have no inconfiderable fhare 
of health ; for they ate and drank heartily, were 
chearful, and talked with much feeming vigour, 
and with a loud, Itrong tone of voice •, and yet, 
on their being the leaft moved, though it was 
only from one part of the fhip to the other, and 
that too in their hammocks, they have imme- 
diately expired ; and others, who have confided in 
their feeming ftrength, and have refolved to get 
out of their hammocks, have died before they 
could well reach the deck nor was it an un- 
common thing for thofe who were able to walk 
the deck, and to do feme kind of duty, to drop 
down dead in an inftant, on any endeavours to 
aft with their utmoft effort, many of our people 
having perifhed in this manner during the courfc 
of tliis voyage. With this terrible difeafe we ftruggled the 
greateft part of the time of our beating round 
Cape Horn ; and though it did not then rage 
with its utmoft violence, yet we buried no lefs 
than forty-three men on board the Centurion 
in the month of April, as hath been already 
obferved : however, we ftill entertained hopes, 
that when we fhould have once fecured our 
paffage round the Cape, we fhould put a period 
to this, and all the other evils which had fo 
conftantly purfued us. But it was our misfor- 
tune to find, that the Pacific ocean was to us 
lefs hofpitable than the turbulent neighbourhood 
of Terra del Fuego and Cape Horn. For be- 
ing arrived, on the 8th of May, oft the ifland of Socoro, which was the firft rendezvous 
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appointed for the fquadron, and where we hoped 
to have met with fome of our companions, we 
cruifed for them in that ftation feveral days. 
But here we were not only difappointed in our 
expettations of being joined by our friends, and 
were thereby induced to favour the gloomy fug- 
geftions of their having all perilhed; but we 
were likewife perpetually alarmed with the fears 
ofbeing driven on fliore upon this coaft, which 
appeared too craggy and irregular to give us the 
lealt profpeft that, in fuch a cafe, any of us 
could poflibly efcape immediate deltrudtion. For 
the land had indeed a molt tremendous afpe£t; 
the moft diftant part of it, and which appeared far within the country, being the mountains 
ufually called the Andes or Cordilleras, was ex- 
tremely high and covered with fnow, and the 
coaft itfelf feemed quite rocky and barren, and 
the water’s edge flcirted with precipices. In fome 
places, indeed, we difcerned feveral deep bays 
running into the land, but the entrance into them 
was generally blocked up by numbers of little 
illands; and though it was not improbable but 
there might be convenient {belter in fome of thefe 
bays, and proper channels leading thereto, yet 
as'we were utterly ignorant of the coaft, had we 
beeir driven aftiore by the weftern winds, which 
blew almoft conftantly there, we did not expedh to have avoided the lofs of our {hip and of our 
lives. 

This continued peril, which lafted for above 
a fortnight, was greatly aggravated by the diflicul- 
ties we found in working the fhipj as the fcurvy 
had by this rime deftroyed fo great a part of our 
hands, and had, in fome degree, aftedfed aJmoft. 
the whole crew. Nor did we, as we hoped, find 
the winds lefs violent, as we advanced to the 
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northward ; for we had often prodigious fqualis, 
which fplit our fails, greatly damaged our rigging, 
and endangered our mads. Indeed during the 
greateft part of the time we were upon this coaft, 
the wind blew fo hard, that in another fituation 
where we had fufficient fea-room, we fhould cer- 
tainly have lain to; but in the prefent exigency 
we were neceffitated to carry both our courfes 
and top-fails, in order to keep clear of this lee- 
fliore. In one of thefe fqualls, which was at- 
tended by feveral violent claps of thunder, a fud- 
den llaflr of fire darted along our decks, •which di- 
viding, exploded with a report like that of feve- 
ral piftols, and wounded many of our men and 
officers as it pafled, marking them in different 
parts of the body; this flame was attended with 
a ftrong fulphureous ftench, and was doubtlefs 
of the fame nature with the larger and more vio- 
lent blafts of lightning which then filled the air. 

It were endlefs to recite minutely the various 
djfafters, fatigues, and terrors, which we en- 
countered on this coaft; all thefe went on increa- 
fing till the 22d of May, at which time the fury 
of all the ftorms which we had hitherto encounter- 
ed feemed to be combined, and to have confpired 
our deftru&ion. In this hurricane almoft all our 
fails were fplit, and great part of our ftanding 
rigging broken ; and about eight in the evening a 
mountainous over-grown fea took us upqn our ftarboard-quarter, and gave us fo prodigious a 
fhock, that feveral of our fhrouds broke with the 
jerk, by which our mafts were greatly endanger- 
ed ; our ballaft and ftores too were fo ftrange- ly fbifted, that the (hip heeled afterwards two 
ftreaks to port. Indeed it was a moft tremendous 
blow, and we were thrown into the utmoft con- 
Hernation from the apprehenfion of inftantly 
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foundering ; and though the wind abated in a few 
hours, yet as we had no more fails left in a 
condition to bend to our yards, the {hip labour- 
ed very much in a hollow fea, rolling gunwale- 
to, for want of fail to fteady her ; fo that we 
expe&ed our marts, which were now very 
flenderly fupported, to come by the board every 
moment However, we exerted ourfelves the 
beft we could to ftirrup our fnrouds, to reeve 
new lanyards, and to mend our fails ; but 
while thefe necefl'ary operations were carrying 
on, we ran great riifc of being driven on ftiore 
qn the ifland of Chiloe, which wTas not far 
diftant from us ; but in the midft of our peril 
the wdnd happily ftiifted to the fouthward, and 
we fteered off the land with the main-fail on- 
ly, the mafter and myfelf undertaking the ma- nagement of the helm while every one elfe on 
board was bufied in fecuring the marts, and 
bending the fails as fart as they could be repair- 
ed. This wras the laft effort of that ftprmy cli- 
mate ; for in a day or tw o after, we got clear of 
the land, and found.the weather more moderate than we had yet experienced fincc our paffing 
Streights le Maire. And now having cruifed in 
vain for more than a fortnight in queft of the o- 
ther {hips of the fquadron, it was refolved to take 
the advantage of the prefent favourable feafon, 
pnd the offing we had made from this terrible 
coaft, and to make the beft of our way for the 
illand of Juan Fernandes. For though our next 
rendezvous was appointed oft' the harbour of Bal- 
divia, yet as wre had hitherto feen none of our 
companions at this firft rendezvous, it was not 
to be fuepofed that any of them would be found 
at the fecond ; indeed w’e had the greateft reafon 
to fufpedt that all but ourfelyes had periflied* 
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Befides, we were by this time ieduced to fo iow 
a condition, that inftead of attempting to attack 
the places of the enemy, our utmoft hopes could 
only fuggeft to us the poffibility of faving the 
fhip, and fome part of the remaining enfeebled 
crew, by our fpeedy arrival at Juan Fernandes ; 
for this was the only road, in that part of the 
world, where there was any probability of our reco- 
vering our fick, or refitting our vefiel; aadcon- 
fequently, ourlgetting thither was the only chance 
we had left to avoid perilhing at fea. 

Oqr deplorable fituation then allowing no 
room for deliberation, we flood for the ifland of 
Juan Fernandes ; and to fave time, which was 
now extremely precious, (our men dying four, 
five, fix, in a day) and likewife to avoid being 
engaged again with a lee-fhore, we refolved, if 
pollible, to hit the ifland upon a meridian. And 
on the 2$th of May, being nearly in the parallel 
upon which it is laid down, we had great expec- 
tations of feeingfit, but not finding it in the po- 
fition in which the charts had taught us to ex- 
pe£l it, we began to fear that we had gone too 
far to the weftward ; and therefore, though the 
Commodore himfelf was flrongly perfuaded that 
he faw it on the morning of the 28th, yet his 
officers believing it to be only a cloud, to which 
opinion the hazinefs of the weather gave fomc 
kind of countenance, it was, on a confultation-, 
refolved to fland to the eaftward in the parallel 
of the ifland ; as it was certain that by this'courfe we fliould either fall in with the ifland, if we 
were already to the weflward of it, or fhould at 
Jeaft make the main-land of Chili, from whence we might take a new departure, and affure’our- 
felves, by running to the weft ward afterwards, of 
jiot miffing the illand a feeond* time. 
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On the 30th of May we had a view of the 

continent of Chili, diftant about twelve or thir- 
teen leagues ; the land made exceeding high and 
uneven, and appeared quite white, what we faw 
being doubtlefs a part of the Cordiieras, which 
are always covered with blow. Though by this 
view of the land we afcertained our pofition, yet 
it gave us great uneafinefs to find that we had 
fo needlefsly altered our courfe, when wre were in 
all probability juft upon the point of making the 
ifland ; for the mortality amongft us was now 
increafed to a moft dreadful degree, and thofe 
who remained alive were utterly difpirited by 
this new difappointment, and'the profpett of their longer continuance at (ea ; our water too 
began to grow fcarce, fo that a general deje&ion 
prevailed amongft us, which added much to the 
virulence of the difeafe, and deftroyed numbers of our beft men; and to all thefe calamities there 
was added this vexatious circumftance, that when, 
after having got a fight of the main, we tacked, 
and Hood to the weftwatd in queft of the ifland, 
we were fomuch delayed by calms and contrary 
winds, that it coft us nine days to regain the wefting, which when we ftood to the eaftward, we 
ran down in two. In this defponding condition, 
with a crazy ftiip, a great fcarcity of frelh water, 
and a crew fo univerfally difeafed, that there were not above ten fore-maft men in a watch, capable 
of doing duty, and even fome of thefe lame and 
unable to go aloft; under thefe difheartening 
circumftanees we ftood to the weftward ; and on 
the yth of June, at day-break, we at laft dif- 
covered the long-wiihed for ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandes. With this difcovery I {hall clofe this chapter, and the firft book, after obferving 
(which will furnilh a very ftrong image of our 
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Unparallclkd diftreflcs), that, by our fufpe£ting 
ourfdves to be to the weftward of the ifland oat 
the 2&th of May, and in confequence of this, 
Banding in on the main, we loft between feven- 
tv and eighty of our men, whom we Ihould 
doubtlefs have faved, had we made the iflanft 
that day, which, had we kept on our courfe, for 
a few hours longer, we could not have failed to 
^iave done. 

END OF BOOK FIRST, 



A 

VOYAGE 
ROUND THE 

W O R L D, 

BOOK II. 
CHAP I. 

The arrival of the Centurion at the illand 
of Juan Fernan.ks, with a deftrip- 
tion of that ifland. 

ON the 9th of June, at day-break, as is men- 
tioned in the preceding chapter, we firft 

defcried the ifland of Juan Fernandes, bearing 
N. by E. j E. at eleven or twelve leagues diltance. 
And though on this firft view, it appeared to be 
a very mountainous place, extremely ragged and 
irregular; yet as it was land, and the :and we 
fought for, it was to us a moft agreeable fight; 
becaufe at this place only we could help to put a 
period to thofe terrible calamities we had fo long ftruggled with, which had already fwept away a- 
bove half our crew, and which, had we conti- 
nued a few days longer at fea, would inevitably 
have completed our deftru£fion. For we were 
by this time reduced to fo helplefs a condition, 
that, out of two hundred and odd men which 
remained alive, we could not, taking all our 
watches together, mufter hands enough to work 
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the {hip on an-emergency, though we included the 
officers, their fervants, and the boys. 

The wind being northerly when we firfl made 
the ifland, we kept plying all that day, alid the 
next night, in order to get in with the land ; and, 
wearing the {hip in the middle watch, we had a 
melancholy inftance of the almoft incredible debi- 
lity of our people ; for the lieutenant could mu- 
fter no more than two quarter-mafters, and fix 
foremaft men capable of working ; fo that, with- 
out the affiftance of the officers fervants and the 
boys it might have proved impoffible for us to 
have reached the ifland, after we had got fight of 
it: and even with this afliftance they were two 
hours in trimming the fails : to fo wretched a condition was a fixty gun {hip reduced, which 
had pafled Streights le Maire but three months be- 
fore, with between four and five hundred men, 
ahnoft all of them in health and vigour. 

However, on the 10th, in the afternoon, we 
got under the lee of the ifland, and kept ranging 
along it at about two miles diltance, in order to 
look out for the-proper anchorage, which was de- 
feribed to be in a bay on the north fide. Being 
now nearer in with the {bore, we could difeover, 
that the broken craggy precipices, which had ap- 
peared fo unpromifing at a diftatice, were far 
from barren, being in moft places covered with 
woods, and that between them there were every 
where interfperfed the fineft valleys, cloathed 
with a moft beautiful verdure, and watered with 
numerous ftreams and cafcades, no valley of any 
extent being unprovided of its proper rill. The 
water too, as we afterwards found, was not in- 
ferior toany wehadevertafted, and was conftantly 
clear. The afpeff of this country thus diverfified, 
wouldat all times have been extremelydelightful; 
but in our diftreffed fituation, languilhing as we 
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were for the land, and its vegetable produ&ions, 
(an inclination conftantly attending every ftage 
of the fea-fcurvy) it is fcarcely credible with 
what eagernefs and tranfport we viewed the Ihorc, 
and with how much impatience we longed for 
the greens, and other refrefhments which were 
then in fight, and particularly the water; for of 
this we had been confined to a very fparing al- 
lowance a confiderable time, and had then but five 
ton remaining on board. Thofe onljrwho have 
endured a longferies of thirft, and who can readi- 
ly recal the defire and agitation which the ideas 
alone of fprings and brooks have at that time 
raifed in them, can judge of the emotion with 
which we eyed a large cafcade of the moft trans- 
parent water, which poured itfdf from a rock 
near a hundred feet high into the fea, at a fmail 
diftance from the fhip. Even thofe amongft the 
difeafed, who were not in the very laft ftages of 
the diftemper, though they had been long con - 
fined to their hammocks; exerted the fmail re- 
mains of ftrength that were left them, and era I- 
ed up to the deck to feafl themfeives with this 
reviving profpett. Thus wc coafted the fhore, 
fully employed in the contemplation of thi. en- 
chanting landfcape, which ftill improved upoa 
us the farther we advanced. But at laft the night 
clofed upon us befere we had fatisfied ourfelve# 
which was the proper bay to anchor in; and there- 
fore we refolved to keep in foundings al! night, 
[we having then from fixty-four to feventy fathom) 
and to fend our boat next morning to difeover 
the road : however, the current fhifted in the 
night, and fet us fo near the land, that we were 
obliged to let go the heft bower in fifty-fix fathom, 
not half a mile from the.fhore. At four in the 
morning the cutter was difpatched with our third 
lieutenant, to find out the bay we were in feutch 

N 
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of, who returned again at noon with the 
boat laden with feals and grafs; for though 
the ifland abounded with better vegetables, yet 
the boat’s crew, in their ftiort flay, had not met 
with them; and they well knew that even grafs 
would prove a dainty, as indeed it was all foon and 
eagerly devoured. The feals too were confidered 
as frdhprovificn,butasyet were not much admi- red though they grewafterwards into more repute : 
for what rendered them lefs valuable at this junc- 
ture was, the prodigious quantity of excellent 
lifli which the people on board had taken during 
the abfence of the boat. 

The cutter, in this expedition, had difcovered 
the bay where we intended to anchor, which we 
found was to the weft ward of our prefent ftation ; 
and the next morning the weather proving favour- 
able, we endeavoured to weigh in order to pro- 
ceed thither ; but though on this occafion we mu- 
ftered all the ftrength we could, obliging even the 
fick, who were fcarce able to keep on their legs, 
to alfift us ; yet the capftan was fo weakly manned 
that it was near four hours before we hove the 
cable right up and down ; after which, w ith our 
utmoft efforts, and with many furges and fpme 
purchafes we made ufe of to increafe our power, 
we found ourfelves incapable of ftarting the an- 
chor from the ground. However at noon, as a 
frefh gale blew towards the bay, we were induced 
to fet the fails, which fortunately tripped th; an- 
chor ; and then we fleered along the ftiore, till we 
came abreaft of the point that forms the eaftern 
part of the bay. On the opening of the bay, the 
wind that had befriended us thus far, fhifted, and 
blew from thence in fqualls ; but by means of the head-way we had got, we loofed clofe in, till the 
anchor brought us up in fifty-fix fathom. Soon 
after we had thus got to our new birth, we difco- 
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vered a fail, which we made no doubt was one of 
ourfquadron; and, on its nearer approach, we 
found it to. be the Tryal floop. We immediately 
fent fome of our hands on board her, by whofe 
aflillance Ihe was brought to an anchor between 
us and the land. We foon found that the Hoop 
had not been exempted from the fame calamities which we had fo feverely felt; for her commander 
Cap’.ain Saunders, waiting on the commodore, 
informed him, that, out of his fsnali comple- 
ment, he had buried thirty-four of his men, and 
thofe that remained were fo univerfally afflifted 
with the fcurvy, that only himfelf, his lieutenant, 
and three of his men, were able to (land J>y the 
fai s. The Tryal came to an anchor within us on. 
the 12th about noon, and we carried our hawfers on board her, in order to moor ourfelves nearer 
in {bore; but the wind coming off the land in 
violent gulls, prevented our mooring in the birth 
we intended. Indeed our principal attention was 
employed in bufmefs rather of more importance: 
for we were now extremely occupied in fending 
on Ihore materials to raife tents for the reception 
of the fick, who died apace on board ; and doubt- 
lefs the diftemper was-confiderably augmente I by 
the flench and fiithinefs in which they lay ; for 
the number of the difeafed was fo great, and fo 
few could be fpared from the neceffary duty of the 
fails, to look after them, that it was impoflible 
to avoid a great relaxation in the article of clean- 
linefs, which had rendered the fhip extremely loathfome between decks Notwithftanding our 
defire of freeing the fick from their hateful fitua* 
tion, and their own extreme impatience to get on 
(bore, we had not hands enough to prepare the 
tents for their reception before the 16th; but on 
that and the two following days, we fent them all 
©n Ihore, amounting to a hundred and fixty-feven 

N 2 
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perfons, befides twelve or fourteen that died in 
the boats, on their being expofpd to the frefli air. 
The greateft part of our fick were fo infirm, that 
we were obliged to carry them out of the fhip in 
their hammocks, and to convey them afterwards 
in the fame manner, from the water-fide to their 
tents, over a ftony beach. This was a work of 
confiderable fatigue to the few who were healthy j 
and therefore the Commodore, according to his 
accuftomed humanity, not only affifted with his 
own labour, but obliged his oflicers, without di- 
ftinfb’on, to give their helping hand. The ex- 
treme weaknefs of our fick may, in feme meafure, 
be colle£!ed from the numbers who died after 
they had got on fliore; for it had generally been 
found, that the land, and the refremments it pro- 
duces, very foon recover moft ftages of the fea- 
feurvy ; and we flattered ourfelves that thofe who 
had not perifhed on this firft expofure to the o- 
pen air, but had lived to be placed in their tents, 
would have been fpeedily rellored to their health 
and vigour: yet, to our great mortification, it 
was near twenty days after their landing, before 
the mortality was tolerably ceafed ; and for the 
firft ten or twelve days, we buried rarely lefs than 
fix each day, and many of thofe who furvived re- 
covered by very flow and infenfible degrees. In- 
deed thofe who were well enough at their firft 
getting on fhore, to creep cut of their tents, and 
crawl about, ■were foon relieved, and recovered 
their health and ftrength in a very fhort time ; but 
in the reft, the difeafe feemed to have acquired a 
degree of inveteracy, which was altogether with- 
out example. 

Having proceeded thus far, and got our fick 
on ftiore, I think it neceflary before I enter into 
any-longer detail of our tranfadlions, to give a 
diftinti account of this iflandof Juan Fernandes, 
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its fituation, produ&ions, and all its convenien- 
cies. Thefe particulars we were well enabled to 
be minutely inftru&ed in during our three 
months ftay there : and as it is the only comnao* 
dious place in tbofe feas, where Britifli cruizers 
can refrefh and recover their men, after their 
paflage round Cape Horn, and where they may 
remain, for fome time, without alarming the 
JSpanifli coaft ; thefe its advantages will merit a 
circumftantial defcription. Indeed Mr Anfon 
was particularly induftrious in dire&ing the 
roads and coafts to be furveyed, and other ob- 
fervations to be made, knowing, from his own experience, of how great coofequence thefe ma- 
terials might prove to any Britiih veflels hereaf- 
ter employed in thofe feas For the uncertainty 
we were in of iti pofition, and our {landing in 
-for the main on the 2?ith of May, in order to fe- 
curea fufficient calling, when we were indeed ex- 
tremely near it, coft us the lives of between fe- 
venty and eighty of our men, by our longer con- 
tinuance at fea; from which fatal accident we might have been exempted, had we been furnilh- 
ed with fuch an account of its fituation as we 
could fully have depended on. 

The illand of Juan Fernandes lids in the lati- tude of : 40' fouth, and is a hundred and 
ten leagues diftant from the continent of Chili. It is faid to have received its name front a Spa- 
niard, who formerly procured a grant of it, and 
redded there fome time, with a view of fettling 
on it, but afterwards abandoned it. On ap- proaching it on its eaft fide, it appears as repre- 
fented in the fourteenth plate, where (<z) is a 
fmall ifiand, called Goat ifland, to the S. W. of 
it.; (6) a rock, called Monkey Key almoil con- 
tiguous to it; (f) is the eall bay * VW) Cumber- 
land bay, where we moored, and which, as will 
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be obferved, is the beft road for (hipping; and 
(i?) the weft bay. The ifland itfelf is of an irre- 
gular figure, as may be feen by a very exatt plan 
of it in the fifth plate. Its greateft extent is be- 
tween four and five leagues, and its greateft 
breadth fomewhat ftiort of two leagues. The on- 
ly fafe anchoring at this ifland is on the north 
fide, where are the three bays mentioned above ; 
but the middlemoftj known by the name of 
Cumberland bay, is the wideft and deepeft, and 
in all refpe£!s much the beft ; for the other two, 
denominated the eaft and weft bays, are fcarcely 
more than good landing-places, where boats may 
conveniently put their calks on fhore. A plan of 
the N. E. fide of the ifland, containing thefe 
three bays drawn by a large fcale, is in plate the 
fixteenth, where it appears that Cumberland bay is ■well fecured to the fouthward, and that it is only 
expofed from the N. by W. to the E. by S.: and as 
the northerly winds feldom blow in that climate, 
and never with any violence, the danger from that 
quarter is not worth attending to. To diftinguifh 
this bay the better at fea, I have added a very ex- 
aft view of it in the feventeenth plate, which will 
enable all future navigators readily to know it. 

As the bay laft defcribed, or Cumberland bay, 
is by far the moft commodious road in the ifland, 
fo it is advifeable for ali (hips to anchor on the weftern fide of this bay, within little more than 
two cables length of the beach:*here they may 
ride in forty fathom of water, and be, in a great 
meafure, fheltered from a large heavy fea, which 
comes ro'ling in whenever an eaftern or a weftern 
wind blows. It is however expedient in this cafe 
to cackle or arm the cables with an iron chain, 
or good rounding, for five or fix fathom from the anchor, to fecure them from being rubbed by 
the foulnefs of the ground. 
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I have before obferved, that a northerly wind, 

to which alone this bay is expofed, very rarely 
blew during our ftay here ; and as it was then 
winter, it may be fuppofed in other feafons to be 
lefs frequent. Indeed in thofe few inftances 
when it was in that quarter, it did not blow with 
any great force : but this perhaps might be 
owing to the highlands on the fouthward of the 
bay, which checked its current, and thereby a- 
bated its violence ; for we had reafon to fuppofe, 
that a few leagues off it blew with a confiderable ftrength, fince it fometimes drove before it a 
prodigious fea, in which we rode fore-caftle in. 
But though the northern winds are never to be 
apprehended, yet the fouthern winds, which ge- 
nerally prevail here, frequently blow off the land in violent guffs and fqualls, which, however, rarely 
laft longer than two or three minutes. This 
feems to be owing to the obftru&ion of the fou- 
thern gale, by the hills in the neighbourhood of 
the bay ; for the wind being collected by this 
means, at laft forces its paffage through the nar- row valleys, which like fo many funnels, both 
facilitate its efcape, and increafe its violence. 
Thefe frequent and fudden guffs make it difficult 
for {hips to work in with the wind off fhore, 
or to keep a clear hawfe when anchored. 

The northern part of this ifland is compofed of high craggy hills, many of them inacceffible, 
though generally covered with trees. The foil 
of this part is loofe and (hallow, fo that very large trees on the hills foon periffi for want of 
root, and are then eafily overturned; which oc- 
cafioned the unfortunate death of one of our 
failors, who being upon the hills in fearch of 
goats, caught hold of a tree upon a declivity to 
affift him in his afcent, and this giving way, he 
immediately rolled down the hill; and though in 



j64 ANSON’s VO YA GE Book II. 
his fall he faftened on another tree of confider- 
able bulk, yet that too gave way, and he fell 
mnongfl the rocks, and was dallied to pieces, 
Mr Brett likewife met with an accident, only by 
relling his back againlt a tree, near as large about 
as himfelf, which flood on a Hope; for the tree 
giving way, he fell to a confiderable diftance, 
though without receiving any injury. Our pri- 
foners (whom, as will be related in the fequel, 
we afterwards brought in here) remarked, that 
the appearance of the hills, in fome part of the 
ill and, refembled that of the mountains of Chili 
where the gold is found : fo that it is not impof- 
fble but mines might be difcovered here. We- 
obferved in fome places, feveral hills of a pecu- 
liar fort of red earth, exceeding vermilion in co- 
lour, which, perhaps, on examination, might 
prove ufeful for many purpofes. The fouthern, 
,or rather the S. W. part of the illand, as diltiu- 
'guilhed in the plan, is widely different from the 
reft, being dry, ftony, and dellitute of trees, 

. and very flat and low, compared with the hills 
on the northern part. This part of the illand 
is never frequented by Ihips, being furrounded 
by a fteep Ihore, and having little or no frelh 
water : and befides, it is expofed to the fouther- 
ly wind, which generally blows here the whole 
year round, and in the winter-folftice, very hard. 

The trees, of which the woods on the northern 
fide of the illand are eompofed, are moll of them 
aromatics, and of many different forts. There 
are none of them of a fize to yield any confider- 
able timber, except the myrtle-trees, which are 
the largett on the illand, and fupplied us with 
all the timber we made ufe of; but even thefe 
would not work to a greater length than forty 
feet. The top of the myrtle-tree is circular, and 
spears as uniform and regular as if k bad been. 
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clipped by art; it bears on its bark an ex- 
crefcence like mofs, which in tafte and fmell re- 
fembles garlic, and was ufed by our people in- 
ftead of it. We found here too the plemento- 
tree, and likewife the cabbage-tree, though 
in no great plenty. And befides a great number 
of plants of various kinds, which we were not 
botanifts enough either to defcribe or attend 
to, we found here, almoft all the vegetables 
which are ufually eileemed to be particular- 
ly adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutic diforders 
which are contracted by fait diet anti long voy- 
ages. For here we had great quantities of water- 
crefles and purflain, with excellent wild forrel, 
and a vaft profufion of turnips and Sicilian rad- 
dilhes : thefe two laft, having fome refemblance 
to each other, were confounded by our people 
under the general name of turnips. We ufual- 
ly preferred the tops of the turnips to the roots 
which were often itringy, though fome of them 
were free from that exception, and remarkably 
good. Thefe vegetables, with the fifti and flem 
we got here, and which I fhali more particularly 
defcribe hereafter, were not only extremely grate- 
ful to our palates, after the long courfe of fait 
diet which we had been confined to, but were 
likewife of the moft falutary confequence to our 
lick, in recovering and invigorating them, and 
of no mean feivice to us who were well, in de- 
ftroying the lurking feeds of the feurvy, from which, perhaps, none of us were totally exempt, 
and in refrelhing and reftoring us to our wonted 
llrength and a&ivity. 

To the vegetables I have already mentioned, of 
which we made perpetual ufe, I mult add, that 
we found many acres of ground covered with 
oats and clover. There were alfo fome few cab- 
bage-trees upon the illand, as was oblerved b&* 
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fore ; but as they generally grew on the precipi- 
ces, and in dangerous fituations, and as it was 
necefl’ary to cut down a large tree for every 
fingle cabbage, this was a dainty that we were 
able but rarely to indulge in. 

The excellence of the climate,and the loofenefs 
of the foil, render this place extremely proper 
for all kinds of vegetation ; for if the ground be 
any where accidentally turned up, it is is imme- 
diately overgrown with turnips and Sicilian rad-, 
difhes. Mr Anion therefore, having with him 
garden-feeds of all kinds, and flones of different 
forts of fruits, he, for the better accommodation 
of his countrymen who fhould hereafter touch 
here, fowed both lettuces, carrots, and other 
garden-plants, and fet in the woods a great va- 
riety of plumb, apricot, and peach-ftones : and 
thefe aft, he has been informed, have fince 
thriven to a very remarkable degree: for fome 
gentlemen, who in their paffage from Lima to 
Old Spain, were taken and brought to England, 
having procured leave to wait upon Mr Anfon, 
to thank him for his generofity and humanity to 
his prifoners, fome of whom were their relations, 
they, in cafual difcourfe with him about his 
tranfaftions in the South Seas, particularly afk- 
ed him if he had not planted a great number of 
fruit-ftones on the ifland of Juan Fernandes ; for 
they told him their late navigators had difcover- 
ed there numbers of peach-trees, and apricot- 
trees, which being fruits before unobferved in 
that place, they concluded them to have been 
produced from kernels fet by him. 

This may in general fuffice as to the foil and 
vegetable productions of this place : but the face 
of the country, at leaft of the north part of the ifland, is fo extremely Angular, that I can- 
jiot avoid giving it a particular confideration. I 
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have already taken notice of the wild unhofpi- 
table air with which it firft appeared to us, and 
the gradual improvement of this uncouth land- 
Ikip as we drew nearer, till we were at laft cap- 
tivated by the numerous beauties we difcovered 
on the (bore. And I muft no.v add, that we 
found, during the time of our refidence there, 
that the inland parts of the ifland did no ways 
fall Ihort of the fanguine prepofleffions which we 
firft entertained in their favour. For the woods, 
which covered moft of the fteepeft hills, were 
free from all bufties and underwood, and afford- 
ed an eafy pafiage through every part of them ; 
and the irregularities of the hills and precipices, 
in the northern part of the ifland, neceflarily tra- 
ced out by tbeir various combinations, a great 
number of romantic vallies, moft of which had 
a ftream of the cleareft water running through 
them, that tumbled in cafcades from rock to 
rock, as the bottom of the valley, by the courfe 
of the neighbouring hills, was at any time broken 
into a fudden {harp defcent: fome particular fpots 
occured in thefe valleys, where the fhade and 
fragrance of the contiguous woods, the loftinefs 
of the oveihanging woods, and the tranfparency 
and frequent falls of the neighbouring ftreams, 
prefented fcenes of fuch elegance and dignity, as 
would with difficulty be rivalled in any other part of the globe. It is in this place, perhaps, that 
the fimple produftions of unaflifted nature may 
be faid to excel all the fi&itious defcriptions of 
the moft animated imagination. I {had finifh 
this article with a fhort account of that fpot 
where the Commodore pitched his tent, and 
which he made choice of for his own refidence, 
though I defpair of conveying an adequate idea 
of its beauty. The piece of ground which he 
chofe was a fmall lawn, that lay on a little afcent. 
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at the diftance of about half a mile from the fea. 
In the front of bis tent there was a large avenue 
cut through the woods to the fea-fide, which, 
(loping to the water with a gentle defcent, opened 
a profpeft of the bay and the (hips at anchor. 
This lawn was fcreened behind by a tall wood of ■myrtle fweeping round it,;in the form of a theatre, 
the (lope on which the wood flood rifing with a 
much (harper afcent than the lawn itfelf, though 
not fo much but that the hills and precipices 
within land towered up confiderably above the 
tops of the trees, and added to the grandeur of 
the view. There were befides two dreams of 
chrydal water which ran on the right and left of 
the tent, within an hundred yards didance, and 
were (haded by the trees which (kirted the land 
on either fide, and completed the fymmetry of 
the whole. Some faint conceptions of the ele- 
gance of this fituation may perhaps be better dedu- 
ced from the draught of it in the eighteenth plate. 

It remains now only that we fpeak of the ani- 
mals and provifions which we met with at this 
place. Former writers have related, that this 
iiland abounded with vad numbers of goats ; and 
their accounts are not to be quedioned, this place 
being the ufual haunt of the buccaneers and pri- 
vateers who formerly frequented thofe feas. And 
there are two indances, one of a mufquito Indi- 
an, and the other of Alexander Selkirk a Scotch- 
man, who were left here by their refpe&ive 
(hips, and lived alone upon this ifland for fome 
years, and confequently were no drangers to its 
produce. Selkirk, who was the lad, after a day 
of between four and five years, was taken off the 
place by the Duke and Duchefs privateers of 
Bridol, as may be feen at large in the journal of 
their voyage. His manner of life, during his 
folitude, was in mod particulars very remarks-' 
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ble ; but there is one circumftance he relates, 
which was fo ftrangely verified by our own ob- 
fervation, that I cannot help reciting it. He tells 
us, amongft other things, that as he often caught 
more goats than he wanted, he fometimes mark- 
ed their ears, and let them go. This was about 
thirty-two years before our arrival at the ifland. 
Now it happened, that the firft goat that was kill- 
ed by our people at their landing had his ears 
flit, whence we concluded that he had doubtlefs 
been formerly under the power of Selkirk. This 
was indeed an animal of a moft venerable afpe£t, 
dignified with an exceeding majeftic beard, and 
with many other fymptoms of antiquity. Du- 
ring our flay on the ifland we met with others 
marked in the fame manner, all the males being 
diltinguilhed by an exuberance of beard, and e- 
very other chara&eriftic of extreme age. 

But the great numbers of goats, which former 
writers defcribe to have been found upon this 
ifland, are at prefent very much diminilhed 3 as 
the Spaniards, being informed of the advantages 
which the buccaneers and privateers drew from 
the provifions which goats fleflt here furnifhed 
them with, have endeavoured to extirpate the 
breed, thereby to deprive their enemies of this 
relief. For this purpofe they have put qn fliore 
great numbers of large dogs, who have incrcafed 
apace, and have deftroyed all the goats in the ac- 
ceflible part of the country; fo that there now 
remain only a few amongft the craggs {ind preci- 
ces, where the dogs cannot follow them. Thefe 

. are divided into feparate herds, of twenty or thir- 
ty each, which inhabit diftin<ft faftnefles, and 
never mingle with each other; by this means we 
found it extremely difficult to kill them ; and yet 
we were fo defirous of their flefh, which we all 
agreed much refembled venifon, that we got * 
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knowledge, I believe, of all their herds ; and it 
was conceived, by comparing their numbers to- 
gether, that they fcarcely exceeded two hundred 
upon the whole ifland. I remember we had once 
an opportunity of obferving a remarkable difpute 
betwixt a herd of thefe animals, and a number 
of dogs ; for, going in our boat into the eaftern 
bay, we perceived fome dogs running very eagerly 
upon the foot; and being willing to difcover what 
game they were after, we lay upon our oars fome 
time to view them ; and at laft faw them take to 
a hill, where, looking a little further, we obfer- 
ved upon the ridge of it an herd of goats, which 
feemed drawn up for their reception. There was 
a very narrow path, flcirted on each fide by pre- 
cipices, on which the mailer of the herd polled 
himfelf, fronting the enemy, the reft of the goats 
being all behind him, where the ground was 
more open : as this fpot was inacceftible by any 
other path, excepting where this champion had 
placed himfelf, the dogs, though they ran up- 
hill with great alacrity, yet, when they came 
within about twenty yards of him, they found 
they durft not encounter him (for he would 
infallibly have driven them down the preci- 
pice) but gave over the cbace, and quietly laid 
themfelves down, panting at a great rate. Thefe 
dogs, who are mailers of all the acceflible parts 
of the ifland, are of various kinds, fome of them very large, and are multiplied to a prodigious 
degree. They fometimes came down to our ha- 
bitations at night, and Hole our provifion ; and 
once or twice they fet upon Angle perfons ; but, afliftance being at hand, they were driven off 
without doing any mirehief. As at prefent it is 
rare for goats to fall in their way, we conceived 
that they lived principally upon young feals ; and 
indeed fome of our people had the curiofity to kill 
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dogs fometimes, and drefs them, and it feemed 
to be agreed that they had a fiiliy tafte. 

Goat’s-flefli, as I have mentioned, being fcarce, 
we rarely being able to kill above one a-day ; and 
our people growing tired of filh (which, as I fhall 
hereafter obferve, abound at this place) ; they at 
laft condefcended to eat fea s, which by degrees 
they came to relifh, and called it lamb. The 
feal, numbers of which haunt this ifland, hath 
been fo often mentioned by former writers, that 
it is unneceflary to fay any thing particular about 
them in this place. But there is another amphi- 
bious creature to be met with here, called a fea- 
lion, that bears fome refemblance to a feal, though 
it is much larger : this too we ate under the de- 
nomination of beef; and as it is fo extraordinary 
an animal, I conceive it well merits a particular 
defcription. They are in fize when arnved at 
their full growth, from twelve to twenty feet iu 
length, and from eight to fifteen n circumference. 
They are extremely fat, fo that, after having cut 
through the fkin, which is about an inch in thick- 
nefs, there is at leaft a foot of fat before you can 
come at either lean or bones ; and we experien- 
ced more than once, that the fat of fome of the 
largeft afforded us a butt of oil. They are iike- wife very full of blood ; for if they are deeply 
wounded in a dozen places, there will inftantiy gufh out as many fountains of blood, fpoutmg 
to a confiderable diftanCe ; and, to try what 
quantity of blood they contained, we fhot one 
firft, and then cut its throat, and meafuring the 
blood that came from him, we found that, be- 
fides what remained in the velfels, which to be 
lure was confiderable, we got at eait two hogs- 
heads. Their Ikins are covered with fhori hair, of a light dun colour ; but their tails and their 
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moft black : their fins or feet are divided at the 
ends like fingers, the web which joins them not 
reaching to the extremities, and each of thefe 
fingers is fnrnilhed with a nail. They have a di- 
ftant refemblance to an over-grown feal, though 
in fome particulars there is a manifelt difference 
between them, efpecially in the males : thefe have 
a large fnout or trunk hanging down five or fix 
inches below the end of the upper jaw, which 
the females have not, and this renders the coun- 
tenance of the male and female eafy to be di- 
Itinguifhed from each other, and befides, the 
m a! esare of a much larger fize. The form and 
appearance both of the male and female are very 
ex a£lly reprefented in the nineteenth plate, only the difproportion of their fize is not ufually fo great 
as is there exhibited ; for the male was drawn 
from the life, after the largeft of thefe animals 
which was found upon the iiland : he was the ma- 
tter of the flock, and from his driving off the o- 
ther males, and keeping a great number of females 
to himfe f, he was by the Teamen ludicrioufly fti- 
led the baftiaw. Thefe animals divide their time 
equally between the land and fca, continuing at 
fea all the fummer, and coming on fhore at the fetting in of the winter, where they refide during 
that whole feafon. In this interval they engen- 
der and bring forth their young, and have gene- 
rally two at a birth, which they fuckle with their milk, they being at firft about the fize of a full 
grown feal. During the time thefe fea-lions con- 
tinue on fliore, they feed on the grafs and ver- 
dure which grows near the banks of the frefh- water ftreams ; and when not employed in feed- 
ing, fleep in herds in the moft miry places they 
can find out. As they feem to be of a very le- 
thargic difpofition, and are not eafily awakened, 
each herd was obferved to place fome of their 
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males at a diftance, in the nature of centinels, 
who never failed to alarm them, whenever any 
one attempted to moleft, or even to approach 
them : and they were very capable of alarming 
even at a confiderable diftance : for the noife 
they make is. very loud, and of different kinds, 
fometimes grunting like hogs, and at other times 
fnorting like horfes in full vigour. They often, 
efpecially the males, have furious battles with 
each other, principally about their females : and 
we were one day extremely furprifed by the fight 
of two animals, which at firft appeared different 
from all we had ever obferved ; but on a nearer 
approach they proved to be two fea lions, who 
had been gorging each other with their teeth, 
and were covered over with blood ; and the bafhaw before mentioned, who generally lay furrounded 
with a feraglio of females, which no other male 
dared to approach, had not acquired that envied 
pre-eminence without many bloody contefts, of 
which the marks ftill remained in the numerous 
fcares which were vifible in every part of his body. 
We killed many of them for food, particularly 
for their hearts and tongues, which we efteemed 
exceeding good eating, and preferable even to 
thofe of bullocks. In general there was no dif- 
ficulty in killing them ; for they were incapable 
either of efcaping or refiftihg, as their motion is the moft unwieldy that can be conceived, theif 
blubber, all the time they are moving, being agita5- 
ted in large waves under their Ikins. Howe- 
ver, a failor one day being carelefsly employed in 
fkinning a young fea-lion, the female from 
whence he had taken it, came upon him unper- 
ceived, and getting his head in her mouth (he with 
herteeth fcored his fcull in notches in many places, 
and . thereby wounded him fo .defperately, that 
though all pofiible care wag takert of him, he died 
in a few days. 
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Thefe are the principal animals which we 

found upon the illand ; for we faw but few birds, 
and thofe chiefly hawks, blackbirds, owls, and 
humming-birds. We faw not the pardella, which 
burrows in the ground, and which former writers 
have mentioned to be found here ; but as we of- 
ten met with their holes, we fuppofed that the 
dogs had deftroyed them, as they have almoft 
done the cats : for thefe were very numerous in 
Selkirk’s time, but we faw not above one or two 
during our whole (lay. However, the rats ftill 
keep their ground, and continue here in great 
numbers, and were very troublefome to us, by 
infelting our tents nightly. 

But that which furnifhed us with the molt deli- 
cious repafts at this ifland remains ftill to be de- fcribed : this was the fifh with which the whole 
bay was molt plentifully Itored, and with the 
greate it variety : for we found here cod of a pro- 
digious fize; and by the report of fome of ourcrew 
who had been formerly employed in the New- 
foundland fifhcry, not in lefs plenty than is to be 
met with on the banks of that ifland. We caught 
nlfo cavallies, gropers, large breams, maids, 
lilver fifh, congers of a peculiar kind, and above 
all, a black fifh which we moft e{teemed, called 
by fome a chimney-fweeper, in fliape refembling 
a carp. The beach indeed is every where fo full 
x>f rocks and loofe ftones, that there is no poffi- 
bilitv of hauling the feyne ; but with hooks and 
lines we caught what numbers we pleafed ; fo 
that a boat with two or three lines, would return 
loaded with filh in about two or three hours time. 
The only interruption we ever met with arofe 
from great quantities of dog-filh and large fharks, 
which fometimes attended our boats, and pre- 
vented onr fport. Befides the filh we have al- 
ready mentioned, we found here one delicacy in 
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greater perfe&ion, both as to fize, flavour, and 
quantity, than is perhaps to be met with in any other part of the world ; this was fea ctay-filh : 
they generally weighed eight or nine pounds 3- 
piece, were of a molt excellent tafte, and lay in 
fuch abundance near the water’s edge, that the 
boat-hooks often (truck into them, in putting the boat to and from the Qiore. 

Thefe are the molt material articles relating to 
the accommodations, foil, vegetables, animats, 
and other productions of the ifland of Juan Fer- 
nandes ; by which it mull appear how properly that place was adapted for recovering us from the 
deplorable fituation to which our tedious and un- 
foitunate navigation round Cape Horn had redu- ced us. And having thus given the reader fome 
idea of the fite and cirumltances of this place 
wh ch was to be our refidence for three months, 
I (hall now proceed, in the next chapter, to relate 
all that occurred to us in that interval, refuming 
my nairation from the 18th day of June, being 
the day in which the Tryal Hoop, having by a 
fquall been driven out to fea three days before, 
came again to her moorings, the day on which we 
finifhed the fending our lick on Ihore, and about 
eight days after our firlt anchoring at this rfland- 

CHAP. IL 
The arrival of the Gloucefter and the Anna 

pink at the ifland of Juan Fernandes, 
and the tran factions at that place during 
this interval. 

TH E arrival of the Tryal floop at this ifland, 
fo foon after we came there ourfdves, gave 

us great hopes of being fpeedily joined the reft. 
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of the fquadron; and we were, for fome days con- 
tinually looking out, in expectation of their co- 
ming in fight. But near a forntight being elapfed, 
without any of them having appeared, we began 
to defpair of ever meeting them again, as we 
knew that, had our {hip continued fo much 
longer at fea, we ftiould, every man of us, have 
perifired, and the vefiel, occupied by dead bodies 
only, would have been left to the caprice of the 
winds and waves : and this we had great reafon 
to fear was the fate of our conforts, as each hour 
added to the probability of thefe defponding fug- 
geftions. 

But, on the aiil of June, fomc of our people, 
from an eminence on (hore, difcerned a ihip to 
leeward, with her courfes even with the horizon; 
and they, at the fame time, particularly obferved, 
that fire had no fail abroad except her courfes 
and her main top-fail. This circumftance made 
them conclude that it was one of our fquadron, 
which had probably fufFered in her fails and rig- 
ging as feverely as we had done : but they were 
.prevented from forming more definite conjeClures 
about her ; for, after viewing her for a.fhort time, 
the weather grew thick and hazy, and they loft 
Tight of her. On this report, and no {hip appear- 
ing for fome days, we were all under the greateft 
concern, fufpeCting that her people were in the 
utmoft diftrefs for want of water, and fo diminilh- 
ed and weakened by ficknefs, as not to be able 
to ply up to windward ; fo that we feared that, 
after having been in fight of the illand, her whole 
crew would, notwithftanding, perifti at fea. How- 
ever, on the 26th, towards noon, we difcerned 
a fail in the north-eaft quarter, which we con- 
ceived to be the very fame fhip that had been feen 
before, and our conjeClure proved true; and a- 
bout one o’clock {he approached fo near, that we 
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could diftinguifli her to be the Gloucefter. As ■we had no doubt of her being in great diftrefs, 
the Commodore immediately ordered his boat to 
her afliftance, laden with frefli water, filh, and 
vegetables, which was a very feafonable relief to 
them ; for our apprehenfions of their calamities 
appeared to be but too well grounded, as, perhaps 
there never was a crew in a more diftreffcd fitu- 
ation. They had already thrown over-board two 
thirds of their compliment, and, of thofe that 
remained alive, fcarcely any wore capable of doing 
duty, except the officers and their fervants. They 
had been a confiderable time at the fmall allow- 
ance of a pint of freffi water to each man for 
twenty-four hours ; and yet they had fo little left, 
that, had it not been for the fupply we fent them, 
they mull foon have died of thirft. The fhip 
plied in within three miles of the bay ; but, the 
winds and currents being contrary, Ihe could not 
reach the road. However, {he continued in the 
offing the next day; but, as (he had no chance 
of coming to an anchor, unlefs the wind and cur- 
rents drifted, the Commodore repeated his affift- «nce, fending to her the Tryal’s boat, manned 
with the Centurion’s people, and a farther fup- 
ply of water and other refreffiments. Captain 
Mitchel, the captain of the Gloucefter, was un- der a neceffity of detaining both this boat and 
that fent the preceding day; for without the help 
of their crew's, he had no longer ftrength enough 
to navigate the (hip. In this tantalizing fitua- 
tion the Gloucefter continued for near a fortnight, 
without being able to fetch the road, though fre- 
quently attempting it, and at fometimes bidding very fair for it. On the 9th of July, we obferved 
herftretching away to the-eaftward at a confider- able diftance, which, we fuppofed, was with a 
defign to get to the fouthward of the iflandi but 
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as we foon loft fight of keiy and ihe did not appear 
for near a week, we were prodigioufly concern- 
ed, knowing that ftie mull be again in extreme 
diftrefs for want of water. After great impa- 
tience about her, we difcovered her again on the 
16th, endeavouring to come round the eaftern 
point of the ifland ; but the wind ftill blowing di- 
re£l;y from the bay, prevented her getting nearer 
than within four leagues of the land. On this 
captain Mitchell made fignals of diftrefs, and our 
long-boat was fent to him with a ftore of water, 
and plenty of fifh, and other refrelhments. And 
the long-boat being not to be fpared, the cock- 
fwain had pofitive orders from the Commodore 
t© return again immediately; but the weather 
proving ftormy the next day, and the boat not ap- pearing, we^much' feared ftie was loft, which 
would have proved an irretrievable misfortune to 
us all: however, the third day after, we were 
relieved from this anxiety, by the. joyful fight of the long-boat’s fails upon the Water ; on which 
we fent the cutter immediately to her affiftance, 
who towed her along-fide in a few hours when 
we found that the crew of our long-boat had ta- 
ken in fix of the Glolicefter’s fiek men to bring 
them on fhore, two of which had died in the boat* 
We now learned that the Gloucefter was in a 
moft dreadful condition, having fcarcely a man in health on board, except thofe they received 
from us : and, numbers of their fick dying daily, 
it appeared that, had it not been for the laft fup- 
ply fent by our long-boat, both the healthy and 
difeafed mull have all periftied together for want 
of water. Thefe calamities were the more ter- rifying as they appeared to be without remedy: 
for the Gloucefter had already fpent a month in her endeavours to fetch the bay, and Ihe was now 
no farther advanced than at the firft moment flie 
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made the ifland ; on the contrary, the people on 
board her had worn out all their hopes of ever 
fucceeding in it, by the many experiments they 
had made of its difficulty. Indeed, the fame day, 
her fituation grew more defpefate than ever ; for 
after ffie had received our laft fupply of refreffi- 
ments, we again loft fight of her; fo that we, 
in general, defpaired of her ever coming to an 
anchor. 

Thus was this unhappy veflel bandied about 
within a few leagues of her intended harbour, 
whilft the neighbourhood of that place, and of 
thofe circumftances, which could alone put an 
end to the calamities they laboured under, ferved 
only to aggravate their diftrefs, by torturing them 
with a view of the relief it was not in their power 
to reach. But ffie was at laft delivered from this 
dreadful fituation, at a time when we leaft expect- 
ed it; for, after having loft fight of her for fe- 
veral'days, we were pleafingly furprifed, on the 
morning of the 23d of July, to fee her open the 
N. W. point of the bay with a flowing fail, when 
we immediately difpatched what boats we had to 
her affiftance, and, in an hour’s time from our 
firft perceiving her, ffie anchored fafe within us 
in the bay. And now we were more particularly convinced of the importance of the affiftance and 
refreffiments we fo often fent them, and how impoffible it would have been for a man of them 
to have furvived, had we given lefs attention to their wants : for, notwithftanding the water, the 
greens, and freffi provifions which we fupplied 
them with, and the hands we fent them to navi- 
gate the fhip, by which the fatigue of their own 
people was diminiffied, their fide relieved, and 
the mortality abated ; notwithftanding this indul- 
gent care of the Commodore, they yet buried a- 
bove three foij(ths of their crew, and a very fmall 
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proportion of the remainder were capable of af" 
filling in the duty of the Ihip. On their coming 
to an anchor, our firlt endeavours were to affifl 
them in mooring, and our next to fend their 
fick on Ihore ; thefe were now reduced, by deaths, 
to lefs than fourfcore, of which we expected to 
lofe the greateft part: hut whether it was, that 
thofe fartheft advanced in the diftemper were all 
dead, or that the greens and frelh provifions we 
had lent on board had prepared thofe which re- 
mained for a more fpeedy recovery, it happened, 
contrary to our expectations, that their fick were 
in general relieved and reltored to their ftrength 
in a much Ihorter time than our own had been 
when we firft came to the illand, and very few of 
'them died on Ihore. 

I have thus given an account of the principal e- 
vents relating to the arrival of the Gloucefter in 
one continued narration. I lhall only add, that 
we never were joined by any other of our Ihips, except our victualler, the Anna pink, who came 
in about the middle of Auguft, and whofe hiftory 
I lhall defer fot the prefent, as it is now high 
time to return to the account of eur own tranfac- 
tions on board and on Ihore, during the interval 
of the Gloucefter’s frequent and ineffectual at- 
tempts to reach that illand. 

Our next employment after fending our fick on 
Ihore from the Centurion, was cleanfing our Ihip, 
and filling our water. The lirll of thefe meafures 
was indifpenfibly necelfary to our future health, 
as the numbers of fick, and the unavoidable ne- 
gligence arifing from our deplorable fituation at 
fea, had rendered the decks moll intolerably loth- 
fome. And the filling our Water was a caution 
that appeared not lefs elfential to our fecurity, 
as we had reafon to apprehend that accidents • 
inight intervene, which would oblige us to quit 
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the iiland at a very (hort warning for fome ap- 
pearances we had difcovered on fliore, upon our 
firft landing, gave us grounds to believe that 
there were Spanilh cruizers in thefe Teas, which 
had left the ifland'but a Ihort time before our ar- 
rival, and might poflibly return thither again, 
either for a recruit of water, or in fearch of us, 
fince we could not doubt but that the.foie bufi- 
nefs they had at fea was to intercept us, and we knew that this ifland was the likelieft place, in 
their own opinion, to meet with us. The cir- 
cumftances which gave rife to thefe refie&ions 
(in part of which we were not miftaken, as fh.dl 
be obferved more at large hereafter) were our finding on Ihore feveral pieces of earthen jars, 
made ufe of in thofe feas for water and other li- 
quids, which appeared to be frelh broken ; we 
faw too many heaps of afhes, and near them fifh- 
bones and pieces of nlh,. be fide s' whole filh fcat- 
tered here and there, which plainly appeared to 
have been but a Ihort time out of the water, as 
they were but juft beginning to decay •, thefe were certain indications that th£re had been Ihips at 
this place but a {hort time before we came there. 
And as all Spanifli merchant-meri are inftruefed 
to avoid the ifland, on account of its being the common rendezvous oi their enemies, we con- 
cluded thofe who had touched here to be {hips of 
force; and not knowing- that Pizarro was re- turned to Buenos Ayres, and ignorant .hat ftrength might have been fitted out at Cafloa, we 
were under fome concern for our fafety, being in 
fo wretched and enfeebled a condition, that, not- withftanding the rank of our {hip, and the fix- 
ty guns ftie carried on board, which would only 
have aggravated our dilhonour, there was fcarcely 
a privateer lent to fea that was not an over-match 
for us. However, our fears on this head proved 
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Imaginary; and we were not expofed to the dis- 
grace which might have been expedited to have 
befallen us, had we been neceffitated (as we 
mull have been, had the enemy appeared) to 
fipht our Sixty gun Ihip with no more than thirty 
bands. 

Whilft the cleaning our (hip, and the filling 
our water went on, we Set up a large copper-o- 
ven on fhore near the Sick tents, in which we ba- 
ked bread every day for the {hip’s company; for 
being extremely defirous of recovering our fick as 
foon as poffible, we conceived that new breads 
added to their greens and frefii fifli, might prove 
.a powerful article in their relief. Indeed we had 
,all imaginable reafon to endeavour at the augment- 
ing of our prefent ftrength, as every little acci- 
dent, which, to a full crew, would be infignifi-* 
cant, was extremely alarming in our prefent help- 
lefs fituation. Of this we had a troublefome in- 
ftance on the 30th of June j for at five in the 
morning we were aftonifhed by a violent gull of 
wind direftly off fliore, which inltantly parted 
our fmall bower cable about ten fathom from the 
ring of the anchor : the fliip at once fwung off to 
tire bell bower, which happily flood the violence 
of the jerk, and brought us up with two cables 
an end in eighty fathom. At this time we had 
not above a dozen feamen in the (hip ; and we 
were apprehenfive, if the fquall continued, that 
we Should be driven to fea in this wretched con- 
dition. However, we fent the boat on fliore to 
bring off all who were capable of a&ing; and the 
wind foon abating of its fury, gave usan opportuni- 
ty of receiving the boat backagainwith a reinforce- ment. With this additional ftrength we imme- 
diately went to wmrk to heave in what remained 
of the cable, which we fufpetled had received feme damage from thefoulnefs of the ground be- 
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fore it parted; and agreeable to our conie&ure, 
wefo und that fe ven fathom and a half of the out- 
er end had been rubbed and rendered unfervice- 
able. In the afternoon we bent the cable t(* 
the fpare anchor, and got it over the fliip’s fide ; 
and the next morning, July ift, being favoured 
with the wind in gentle breezes, we warped the 
fliip in again, and let go the anchor in forty-one 
fathom water, the eaftermoft point now bearing 
from us E. j S. tha weftennoft N. W. by W. and 
the bay as before S. S. W. a fituation in which 
we remain.d fecure for the future. However^ 
we were much concerned for the lofs of our an- 
chor, and fwept frequently for it, in hopes to 
have recovered it *, but the buoy having fank at 
the very inftant that the cable parted, we were 
never able to find it. 

And now, as we advanced in July, fome of our 
men being tolerably recovered, the ftrongeft of 
them were put upon cutting down trees, and 
fplitting them into billets; while others who w ie 
too weak for this employ, undertook to carry 
the billets, by one at a time, to the water-fide : 
this they performed, fome of them with the hdp 
of crutches, and others fupported by a fingie 
-ftick. We next fent the forge on fliore, and em- ployed our fmiths, who were but juft capable of 
working, in mending our chain-plates, and our 
other broken and decayed iron-work. We be- 
gan too the repairs of our rigging , but as we 
had not junk enough to make fpun-yarn, we de- 
ferred the general over-hale, in hopes of the daily 
arrival of the Gloucefter, who we knew had a 
great quantity of junk on board. However, that 
we might difpatch as fall as poffible in our refit- ting, we fet up a large tent on the beach for the 
fail-makers, and they were immediately employ- 
ed in reparing our old fails, and making us neyr 
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©nes. Thefe occupations, with our cleanfing and watering the fliip, (which was, by this time, 
pretty well compleated) the attendance on our 
fick, and the frequent relief lent to the Glou- 
'cclter, were the principal trapfadHons of our in- 
firm crew till the arrival of the Gloucefter at aa 
anchor in the bay. And then captain Mitchel, 
waiting on the Commodore, informed him that 
he had been forced by the winds, in his Jail ab- 
fence, as far as the fmall illand called Mafa-Ftt- ero, lying about twenty-two leagues to the weft- 
ward of Juan Fernandes : and that he endeavour- 

' ed to fend liis boat on there there for water, of 
which he could obferve feveral ftreams; but the 
wind blew fo flrong upon the fhore, and occafion- 
ed fuch a furf, that it was impoffible for the boat 
to land, though the attempt was not altogether 
ufelefs, for hi* people returned with a boat-load 
of fifh. This inand had been reprefented by for- 
mer navigators as a barren rock; but captain 
Mitchel afiured the Commodore, that it was al- 
moft every where covered with trees and verdure, 
ami was near four miles in length ; and added, 
that it appeared to him far from impoffible but 
fome fmall bay might be found on it, which might 
afford fufficieht ffielter for any fhip defirous of re- 

Trefhing there. 
As lour fhips of our fquadron w'ere amiffing, 

this defcription of the ifland of Mafa-Fuero gave 
rife to a conje£lure, that fome of them might pof- 
fibiy have fallen in with that ifland, and might 
have millaken it for the true place of our rendez- 
vous. This fufpicion was the more plauflble, ns 
we had no draught of either ifland that could be 
relied on ; and therefore Mr Anfon determined 
t o fend the Tryal Hoop thither as foon as Ihe could 
he fitted for the fea, in order to examine all its 
bays and creeks, that we might be. fatisfied whe- 
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ther any of our miffing fhips were there or not. 
For this purpofe fome of our heft hands were fent 
on board the Tryal the next morning to over-hale 
and fix her rigging ; and our long-boat was em- 
ployed in completing her water ; and whatever 
ftores and neceffaries (he wanted, were imme- 
diately fupplied either from the Centurion or the 
Gloucefter. But it was the 4th of Auguft before 
the Tryal was in readinefs to fail, when, having 
weighed, it foon after fell calm, and the tide fet 
her very near the eaftern (bore ; captain Saunders 
hung out lights, and fired feveral guns to acquaint 
us with his danger ; upon which all the boats 
were fent to his relief, who towed the floop into 
the bay; where ffie anchored until the next morn- 
ing, and then weighing again, proceeded on* her 
cruife with a fair breeze. 

And now, after the Gloucdler’s arrival, we 
were employed in earneft in examining and repair- 
ing our rigging; but, in the dripping our fore- 
mad, we were alarmed by difeovering it was' 
fprung juft above the partners of the upper deck. 
The fpring was two inches in depth, and twelve 
in circumference: however, the carpenters, on' 
infpetting it, gave it as their opinion, that filh- 
ing it with two leaves of an anchor-ftock would 
render it as fecure as ever. But, befides this dev 
fe£l: in our mail, we had other difficulties in re- 
fittinsr, from the want of cordage and canvas for though we had taken to fea much greater quan- 
tities of both than had ever been done before, yet 
the continued bad weather we met with had oc- cafioned fuch a confumption of thefe ftores, that 
we were driven to great ftraits : as, after work- 
ing up all our junk and old fhrouds, to make twice 
laid cordage, we were at lait obliged to unlay a 
cable to work into running rigging : a"nd with all 
the canvas and remnants bf old fails that eouhl 

P 3 
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be mattered, we could only make up one complete 
fuit. 

Towards the middle of Auguft, our men being 
indifferently recovered, they were permitted ta 
quit their fick tents, and to build Separate huts 
for themfelves, as it was imagined, that, by li- 
ning apart, they would be much cleanlier, and 
confequently likely to recover their ftrength the 
fooner: but, at the fame time, particular orders 
were given, that, on the firing of a gun from the fhip, they ftrould inftantly repair to the water- 
fide. Their employment on Ihore was now either 
the procuring of refrelhments, the cutting of 
wood, or the making of oil from the blubber of 
the fea-lions. This oil ferved us for feveral pur- 
pofes, as burning in lamps, or mixing with pitch 
to pay the fhip’s fides, or, when worked up with 
wood-alhes, to fupply the ufe of tallow (of which 
we had none left) to give the fhip boot-hofe-tops. 
Some of the men too were occupied in faking of cod: for there being two Newfoundland fifher- 
men in the Centurion, the Commodore fet them 
about laying in a confiderable quantity of faked 
cod for a fea-ftore, though very little of it was 
ufed, as it was afterwards thought to. be as pro- 
ductive of the fcurvy as any other kind of falfc 
provifions. 

I have before mentioned,, that we had a coppe* 
oven on (bore to bake bread for the fick ; but it 
happened that the greateft part of the flour, for 
the ufe of the fquadron, was embarked on board 
our victualler, the Anna pink : and I fhould have 
mentioned, that the Tryal floop, at her arrival, 
had informed us, that, on the 9th of May, ihe 
had fallen in with our victualler not far diftant from the continent of Chili, and had kept compa- 
ny with her for four days, when they were parted 
in 3 hard gale of wind. This afforded us feme 
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room to hope that (he was fafe, and that fhe might 
join us; but all June and July being part, without 
any news of her, we then gave her over for loft; 
and, at the end of July, the Commodore ordered 
all the ftiips to a fhort allowance of bread. Nor 
was it in our bread only that we feared a deficien- 
cy : for, fince our arrival at this ifland, we difeo- vered that our former purfer had negle£l:ed to take 
on board large quantities of feveral kinds of provi- 
fions, which the Commodore had exprefsly order- 
ed him to receive : fo that the fuppofed lofs of our 
victualler was, on all accounts, a mortifying con- 
fideration. However, on Sunday, the 16th of Au- 
guft, about noon, we efpied a fail in the nor- 
thern quarter, and a gun was immediately fired 
from the Centurion, to call off the people from 
(bore, who readily obeyed the fummons, repairing 
to the beach, where the boats Waited to carry 
them on board. And, being now prepared for 
the reception of this {hip in view, whether friend or enemy, we had various fpeculations about herv 
at' firft, many imagined it to be the Tryal Hoop re- 
turned from her cruife, though, as fhe drew near- 
er, this opinion was confuted, by obferving flic 
was a veffel with three marts. Then other con- 
jectures were eagerly canvafled, fomc judging it 
to be the Severn, others the Pearl, and feveral 
affirming that it did not belong to our fquadron. 
But, about three in the afternoon, our difputes 
were ended, by an unanimous perfuafion that it 
was our victualler the Anna pink. This {hip, though, like the Gloucefter, {he had fallen into 
the northward of the ifland, had yet the good for- 
tune to come to an anchor in the bay at five in the afternoon. Her arrival gave us all the fince- 
reft joy . for each ffiip’s company was immediate- 
ly reftored to their full allowance of bread, and 
wc were now freed fiom the apprehenfions of 
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our provifions falling fhort before we could reach 
fome amicable port; a calamity which, in tbefe 
feas, is, of all others, the molt irretrievable. 
This was the laft Ihip that joined us; and the dan - 
gers fhe encountered, and the good fortune which 
flie afterwards met with, being matters woithy of a feparate narration, I fhall refer them, toge- 
ther with a fliort account of the other mif- 
fing (hips of the fquadron, to the enfuing chap- 
ter. 

CHAP. III. 
A fhort narrative of what befel the Anna 

pink before fhe joined us, with an ac- 
count of the loifs of the Wager, and 
of the putting back of the Severn and 
Pearl, the two remaining fhips of the 
fquadron. 

ON the firft appearance of the Anna pink, it 
feemed wonderful to us how the crew of a* vefiel, which came to this rendezvous two months 

after us. fhould be capable of working their fhip 
in the manner they did, with fo little appearance 
of debility and diftrefs : but this difficulty was foon 
folved, when {he came to an anchor : for we then 
found that they had been in harbour fmce the 
middle of May, which was near a month before 
we arrived at Juan Fernandes. So that their fuf- 
ferings (the rilk they had run of fhipwreck only 
excepted) were greatly ffiort of what had been 
undergone by the reft of the fquadron. It feems, on the 16th of May, they fell in with the laml, 
which was then but four leagues diftant, in the 
atitude of 45 0 : 15' fouth.- On the firft fight ©f 
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it they wore fliip, and flood to the fouthward, 
but their foretop-fail fplkting, and the wind being 
W. S.W. they drove towards the fhore ; and the 
captain, at laft, either unable "to clear the land, 
or, as others fay, refolved to keep the fea no 
longer, fleered for the coafl, with a view of dif- 
covering fome flicker aanongfl the many iflands 
which then appeared in fight: and, about four 
hours after the firft view of the land, the pink had 
the good fortune to come to an anchor, to the 
eaflward of the ifland of Itichin; but as they did 
not run fufficiently near to the eaft-fhore of that- 
ifland, and had not hands enough to veer away 
the cable brifkly, they were foon' driven to the 
eaflward, deepening their water from twenty-five 
fathom to thirty-five; and. Hill continuing to 
drive, they, the ne'xt day, the 17th of iViay, 
let go their fheet-anchor. This, though it brought 
them up for a fhort time,, yet, on the ■ b’th, they 
drove again, till they came into fixty-five fathom water, and were now within a mile of the land, 
and expe£led to be forced on fhore every moment, in a place where the coafl was fo very high and 
fteep too, that there was not the leaft profpe£l 
of faving the fhip or cargo : as their boats were 
very leaky, and there was no appearance of a 
landing-place, the whole crew, confining of fix- teen men and boys, gave themfelves over for loft, 
apprehending, that if any of them, by fome extra- ordinary chance, ftiould get on fhore, they would, 
in all probability, be maflacred by the favages on 
the coafl; for thefe, knowing no other Europe- 
ans but Spaniards, it might be expefied they 
would treat all flrangers with the fame cruelty 
which they had fo often, and fo fignally, exerted againfl their Spanifli neighbours. Under thefe 
terrifying circumflances the-pink drove nearer and 
nearer to the rocks which formed the fLore* but,, 
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at laft, when the crew expected each inllant to 
ftrike, they perceived a frr.all o; ening in the land, 
which railed their hopes; and immediately cut- 
ting away their two anchors, they fleered for it, 
and found it to be a fmall channel betwixt an 
illand and the main, that led them into a moft 
excellent harbour, which, for its fecurity againft 
all winds and fwells, and the fmoothnefs of its 
water, may. perhaps compare with any in the 
known world. And this place being fcarcoly 
two miles diftant from the fpot where they 
deemed their deftru£li«n inevitable, the horrors 
of fhipwreck, and of immediate death, which 
had fo long, and fo ftrongly poflefled them, va- 
nifhed almoft inflantaneoufly, and gave place to 
the more joyous ideas of fecurity, refrefhment, 
and repofe. 

In this harbour, difcovcredin this almofl mira- 
culous manner, the pink came to an anchor in 
twenty-five fathom wa'er, with only a hawfer and 
a fmall anchor of about three hundred weight. 
Here fhe continued for near two months; and 
here her people, who were many of them ill of 
the fcurvy, were foon reftored to perfect health 
by the frefh provifiohs, of •which they procured 
good ftore, and the excellent water with which 
the adjacent fliore abounded. As this place may 
prove of the greateft importance to future navi- 
gators, who may be forced upon this coaft by the 
weflerly winds, which are almofl: perpetual in 
that part of the w orld, I fhall, before I enter into 
any farther particulars of the adventures of the 
pink, give the belt account I could colle£l of this 
port, its fituation, conveniencies, and produc- 
tions. 

To facilitate the knowledge of this place to thofe 
W'ho may hereafter be defirous of making ufe of 
it, there is, in the twentieth plate, a plan both 
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ef the harbour itfelf and of the large bay before 
it, through which the pink drove. This plan is 
not perhaps, in allrefpects,fo accurate as might be 
wilhed, it being compofed from the memoran- 
dums and rude flcetches of the mailer and furgeon, who were not I prefume the ablelt di aughtfmen. 
Rut as the principal parts were laid down by their 
«ftimated diftances from each other, in which 
kind of eftimations, it is well known, the great- 
eft part of failors are very dexterous, I fuppofe 
the errors are not very confiderable. Its latitude 
which is indeed a material point, is not well af- 
eertained, the Pink having no obfervation either 
the day before fhe came here, or within a day of 
her leaving it: but it is fuppofed that it is not 
very diftant from 450 : 30' fouth, and the large ex- 
tent of the bay before the harbour renders this 
Uncertainty of lefs moment. The ifland of Inchin, 
lying before the bay, is thought to be one of the 
idands of Chonos, which are mentioned in the 
Spaniftr accounts as fpreading all along that coaft; 
and are faid, by them, to be inhabited by a bar- 
barous people, famous for their hatred of the 
Spaniards, and for their cruelties to fuch of that 
nation as have fallen into their hands. And it is 
poflible too that the land, on which the harbour it- 
felf lies, maybe another of thofe iflands, and that 
the continent may be confiderably farther to the 
eaftward. The depths of water in the different 
parts of the port, and the channels by which it 
communicates with the bay, are fufficiently mark- 
ed in the plan •, but it muft be remembered, that there are two coves in it where (hips may conve- 
niently heave down, the water being conftantly 
fmooth : and there are feveral fine runs of excel- 
lent frelh water which fall into the harbour, fome 
of them fo luckily fituated, that the calks may 
be filled in the long-boat with an hofe. The molt 
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remarkable of thefe is the ftream drawn in the 
1SJ. E. part of the port. This is a frefh-water ri- 
ver, where the Pink’s people got fome few mul- 
lets of an excellent flavour ; and they were per- 
fuaded that, in a proper feafon, (it being winter 
when they were there) it abounded with flfli. 
The principal refrefhments they met with in this 
port were greens, as wildcellery, nettle-tops, «bc. 
(which, after fo tong a continuance at fta, they 
devoured with great eagernefs) thell-fifh, as 
cockles and muffels of an extraordinary fize, ■and extremely delicious •, and good ftore of geefe, 
fhags, and penguins The climate, though it was 
the depth of winter, was not remarkably rigo- 
rous, nor the trees and the face of the country 
ideftitute of verdure; whence in the fummer many 
ether fpecies of frefh provition, befides thefe here 
enumerated, might doubtlefs be found there. 
Notwithftanding- the tales of the Spanifh hifto- 
rians, in relation to the violence and barbarity of 
the inhabitants, it doth not appear that their num- 
bers are fufficient to give theleaft jealoufy to any 
fhip of ordinary force, or that their difpofition is 
by any means fo mifehievous or mercilefs as hath hitherto been reprefented. With all thefe advan- 
tages, this place is fo far removed from the Spa- 
niih frontier, and fo little known to the Spaniards 
themfelves, that there is reafon to fuppofe that, 
by proper precautions, a fhip might continue here 

' undifeovered a long time. It is moreover a poft 
of great defence •• for, by pofleffing the ifland that 
clol'es up the harbour, and which is acceflible in 
very few places, a fmall force might fecure this 
port againit all the ftrength the Spaniards could mutter in that part of the world ; fmee this ifland 
towards the harbour is tteep too, and has fix fa- 
thom water clofe to the fhoie, fo that the Pink 
anchored within forty yards of it. Whence it is 
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obvious how impoflible it wguld prove, either to 
board or cut out any vefiel protected by a force 
pofted on fhore within piitol-ftot, and where 
thofe who were thus pofted could not themielves 
be attacked. All thefe circumftances feem to 
render this port worthy of a more accurate exa- 
mination ; and it is to be hoped, that the impor- 
tant ufes which this rude account of it feems to 
fuggeft, may hereafter recommend it to the eon- 
fideration of the public, and to the attention of 
thofe who are more immediately intrufted with 
the conduct of our naval affairs. 

After this defcription of the place where the 
pink lay for two months, it may be expected that 
1 fhould relate the difcoveries made by the crew 
on the adjacent coaft, and the principal incidents 
during their ftay there : but here I muft obfervej 
that, being only a few in number, they did not 
dare to detach any of their people on diftant 
fearches; for they wereperpetually terrified with 
the apprehenfion that they (hould be attacked 
either by the Spaniards or the Indians ; fo that their excurfions were generally confined to that track of 
land which furrounded the port, and where they 
were never out of view of the Ihip though, had 
they at firft known how little foundation there 
was for thefe fears, yet the country in the 
neighbourhood was fo overgrown with wood, and traverfed with mountains, that it appear- 
ed impra&icable to penetrate it; whence no ac- 
count of the inland parts could be expej£!ed from 
them. Indeed they were able to difprove the re- 
lations given by Spanifh writers, who have reprc- fented this coaft as inhabited by a fierce and power- 
ful people ; for they were certam that no fuch in- 
habitants were there to be found, at leaft during 
the winter-feafon ; fipce all the time they con- 
tinued there, they faw no more than one Indian 
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family, which came into the harbour in a peria* 
gUa, aTxmt a month after the arrival of the pink, 
and confided of an Indian near forty years old, 
his wife, and two children, one three years of age, 
and the other dill at the bread. They feemed’to 
have with them all their property, which was a 
dog and a cat, a fifhing-net, a hatchet, a knife, 
a cradle, fome bark of trees intended for the co- 
vering of a hut, a reel, fome worded, a flint and 
deel, and a few roots of a yellow hue, and a very 
difagreeable tade, which ferved them for bread. 
The mader of the pink, as foon as he perceived 
them, fent his yawl, who brought them on board; 
and fearing led they might difcover him, if they 
were permitted to go away, he took, as he con- ceived,'proper precautions for fecuring them, but 
without any mixture of ill-ufage or violence: for 
in the day-time they were permitted to go where 
they pleafed about the fhip, but at night were 
locked up in the fore-cadle. As they were fed 
in the fame manner with the red of the crew, and 
were often indulged with brandy, which they 
feemed greatly to relifh, it did not at fird appear 
that they were much diflatisfied with their {dil- 
ation, especially1 its the mader took the Indian on 
fhore when he went a-fliootirig (who always feem- 
ed extremely delighted ■when the mader killed 
his game) and'as all the crew treated them with great humanity : but it was foon perceived, that 
though the woman continued eafy and chearful, 
yet the man grew penfive and redlefs at his con- finement. He feemed to be a perfon of good na- 
tural parts ; and though not capable of conver- 
fing with the pink’s people, other wife than by 
figns, wras yet very curious and inquifitive, and 
(hewed great dexterity in the manner of making 
himfelf underdood. In particular, feeing fo few 
people on’board-fych a large fhip> ^et them 
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know, that he fuppofeti they were once more nu- 
merousand, tQ reprefent to them what he ima- 
gined was become of their companions, he laid himfeif down on the dock, clofmg his eyes, and 
ftretching himfeif out motionlels, to imitate the' 
appearance of a dead body. But the ftrongeft 
proof of his fagacity was the manner of his get- 
ting away : for, after being in cuflody on board 
the pink eight days, the (cuttle of the fore-caftle, 
where he and his family were Jocked up every 
night, happened to be unnailed, and the follow- 
ing night being extremely dark and ftonny, he 
Contrived to convey his wife and children through 
the unnailtd fcuttle, and then over the (hip’s fide 
into the yawl; and, to prevent being purfued, he 
cutaway the long-boat and his own periagua, 
which were towing a-ftern, and immediately row- ed afhore. All. this he conducled with fo much 
diligence and fecrefy, that, though there was a watch on the quarter-deck with loaded armSj yet 
he was not difeovered by them, till the noiie of 
has oars in the water, after he had put off from the (hip, gave them notiefe of his efcape ; and 
then it was too late either to prevent him or to 
purfuehim; for their boats’being all a-diift, it 
was a confideifable time before they could contrive' the means of getting on (hore themfeives to fearch 
for, their boats. The Indian too, by this effort, 
behdes the recoyery of his liberty, was in fome toft revenged dh thofe who had confined him, 
fipth by the. .perplexity they were involved in from the loja of their boats, and by the terror he thrgw them in at his departure ; for on the firft 
alarm of the Wat^b, who cried out, The Indians, the whole (hip was in the utmoft confufion, be- 
lieving themfeives to be boarded by a fleet of arm- 
ed periaguas. 

The ryfoluiion and fagacity with which theJn- 
0^2 
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tlian behaved upon this occafion, had it been ex- 
erted on a more extenfive object than the retrie- 
ving the freedom of a Angle family, might per- 
haps have immortalized the exploit, and have gi- 
ven him a rank amongll the illuftrious names of 
antiquity. Indeed his late mailers did fo much 
juflice to his merit, as to own that it was a molt 
gallant enterprife, and that they were grieved 
that they had ever been neceffitated, by their at- 
tention to their own fafety, to abridge the liberty 
of a perfon, of whofe prudence and courage they 
had new fuch a diftinguilhed proof. As it was 
fuppofed by fome of them, that he Hill continued in the woods in the neighbourhood of the port, 
where it was feared he might fuffer for want of provilioms, they eafily prevailed upon the mailer 
to leave a quantity of fuch food as they thought would be moll agreeable to him; in a particular 
part where they imagined he would be likely to 
find it: and there wag reafon to conjedlure that 
this piece of hunjanity was not altogether ufelefs 
to him ; for, on vifiting the place fome time after, 
it \Vas found that the provilion was gone, and in 
a manner that made them conclude It had fallen 
into his hands. 

But however, though many of them were fa- 
fished that this Indian Hill continued near them, 
yet 6thers would needs conclude that he was 
gone to the ifland of Chiloe, where they feared 
he would alarm the Spaniards, 'and would foon rdturn with a force fufficient to furprtfe ,the pink. 
On this occafiqn the mailer of rhe'pink was pre- 
vailed on to omit firing the evening gun; for it 
mull be remembered (and there is a particular reafon hereafter for attending to this circumllance) 
that the mailer, from an oftentatious imitation of 
thq pra£lice of men of war, had hitherto fired a 
gull every evening at the fetting of the watch* 
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This, he pretended, was to awe the enemy, if 
there was any within hearing, and to convince 
them that the pink was always on her guard; 
hut it being now reprefented to him, that his great fecurity was his concealment, and that the 
evening gun might poflibly difcover him, and 
ferve to guide the enemy to him, he was prevail- 
ed on to omit it for the future: and his crew be- ing now well refrefhed, and their wood and wa- 
ter fufficiently replenilhed, he, in a few days af- 
ter the efcape of the Indian, put to fea, and had 
a fortunate paflage to the rendezvous at the ifland of Juan Fernandes, where he arrived on the 16th. 
of Auguft, as hath been already mentioned in the preceding chapter. 

This velfel, the Anna pink, was, as I have ob- 
ferved, the lafl: that joined the commodore at Ju- 
an Fernandes. The remaining {hips of the fqua- 
dron were, the Severn, the Pearl, and the Wa- 
ger ftore-lhip. The Severn and Pearl parted com- 
pany with the fquadron off CapeNoir, and, as 
we afterwards learned put back to the Brazils- 
So that of all the (hips which came into the South Seas, the Wager, Captain Cheap, was the only 
pne that was miffing. This flap had on board a 
few neld-pieces. mounted for land-fervice, toge- 
ther with fome cohorn-mortars, and.feveral kinds 
of artillary-llores, and pioneers tools, intended 
for the operations on ihore : therefore as the en- 
terprife on Baldivia had been refolved on for the 
firli undertaking of the fquadron. Captain Cheap 
was extremely felicitous that thefe materials which ■were in his cuftody might be ready before Baldi- 
via ; that if the fquadron fhould poffibly rendez- 
vous there, (as be knew not the condition they . were then reduced to) no delay nor difappointment 
might be imputed to him. 

But whilft the Wager, with thefe views, 
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making tire bell of her war to her firft rendezvous 
ofP'the ifland of Socota, whence (as there was 
little probability of meeting any of the fquadron 
there) fhe :proj#>fdd to fteer diredfly for Baldivia j 
fhe made the land bn the 14th of May, about the 
latitude of 47° fouth ; and the captain, exerting 
himfelf on this occafion, in order to get clear of 
it, he had the misfortune to fall down the after- 
ladder, and diflocated his Ihoulder, which ren- 
dered him incapable of a&ing. This accident, 
together with the crazy condition of the {hip, 
which was little better than a wreck, prevented 
her from getting off to fea, and entangled her 
more and more with the land ; infomoch, that 
the next morning' at day-break {he ftruck on a 
funken rock^ and foon after bilged, and ground- 
ed between two fmrall iflands, at about a mufquet- 
Ihot from the {bore. 

In this fituation the {hip continued entire a 
long time, fo that all the crew had it in their power 
to get firfe on {here ; but a general confufion ta- 
king place, ‘numbers of them, inftead of confult- 
ing their fafety, or reflebling on their calamitous 
condition, fell to pillaging the Hip, arming them- 
felves with the firft weapons that came to hand, 
and threatening to murder all who Ihould oppofe 
them. This frenzy was greatly heightened by the 
liquors they found on board, with which they 
got fo extremely drunk, that fome of them fall- 
ing down between decks, were drowned, as the 
water flowed into the wreck, being incapable of railing themfelves up and retreating from it. The 
captain therefore, having done his utmoft to get 
the whole crew on {hore, was at laft obliged to 
leave the mutineers behind him, and to follow 
his officers, and fuch as he had been able to pre- 
vail on ; but he did not fail to fend back the 

l»oa(s, to perfuade thofe who remained to have 
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fome regard to. their prefcrvation, though all his 
efforts were for fome time without fuccefs. 
However, the weather next day proving ftormy, 
and there being great danger of the {hip’s par- 
ting, they began to be alarmed with the fears of 
periftiing, and were defirous of getting to land ; 
but it feems their madnefs had not yet left them; 
for the boat not appearing to fetch them off fo 
foon as they expended, they at laft pointed a four- 
pounder, which was on the quarter-deck, againft 
the hut, where they knew the captain refided on 
ftiore, and fired two {hot, which pafled but juft 
over it. 

From this fpecimen of the behaviour of part 
of the crew, it will not be difficult to frame fome conjeiiure of the diforder and anarchy which 
took place when they at laft got all on fliore* 
For the men conceived that, by the lofs of the 
{hip, the authority of the officers was at an end ; and they being now on a defolate coaft, where 
fcarcely any other provifion$ could be got, except 
what Ihould be faved out of the wreck, this was 
another infurmountable fource of difeord; fince the working upon the wreck, and the fecuring 
the provifions, fo that they might be preferred 
for future exigencies as much as poffible, and 
the taking care that what was neceffary for their prefent fubfiftence might be fparingly and equal- 
ly diftributed, were matters not to be brought a- 
bout but by difeipline and fubordination ; and 
the mutinous difpofition of the people, {Emula- ted by the impuifes of immediate hunger, render- 
ed every regulation made for this purpofe inef- fe&ual: fo that there were continual conceal- 
ments, frauds, and thefts, which animated each 
man againft his fellow, and produced, infinite 
feuds and contefts. - .And hence there was a per- 
verfe and malevolent difpofition conftantly kept 
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up amongft them, which rendered them utterly 
ungovernable. 

Befides thefe heart-burnings, occafioned by pe- 
tulance and hunger, there was another impor- 
tant point, which fet the greateft part of the peo- 
ple at variance with the captain : this was their differing with him in opinion, on the meafures 
to be purfued in the prefent exigency. For the 
captain was determined, if pofiible, to fit up the 
boats in the heft manner he could, and to pro- 
ceed with them to the northward : fince having 
with him above an hundred men in health, and 
having gotten fome fire-arms and ammunition 
from the wreck, he did not doubt but they could 
mafter any Spanifh veffel they fhould encounter 
within thofe feas; and he thought he could not 
fail of meeting with one in the neighbourhood of 
Chiloe or Baldivia, in which, when he had ta- 
ken her, he intended to proceed to the rendez- 
vous of Juari Fernandez ; and he farther infilled* 
that fhould they light on no prize by the way, yet 
the boats alone would eafily carry them thither. 
But this was a fcheme that, however prudent, 
was noways relifhed by the generality of his peo- 
ple ; for being quite jaded with the diflreffes and 
dangers they had already run through, they could 
not think of profecuting an enterprize farther, 
wrhich had hitherto proved fo difaftrous. The 
common refolution therefore was to lengthen the 
long-boat, and with that and the reft of the boats, 
to fleer to the fouthward, to pafs through the 
ftreights of Magellan, and to range along the call 
fide of South America, till they (hould arrive at 
Brazil, where they doubted not to be well re- 
ceived, and to procure a paffage to Great-Britain. 
This proje£l was at firft fight infinitely more 
hazardous and tedious than what was pro- 
pofed by the captain j but as it had the air of re- 
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turning home, and flattered them with the hopes of 
bringing them once more to their native country, 
that circumftancc alone rendered them inatten- 
tive to all its inconveniencies, and made them 
adhere to it with infurmountable obftinaey ; fo 
that the captain himfelf, though he never changed 
his opinion, was yet obliged to give way to the 
torrent, and in appearance to acquiefce in this 
refolution, whilft he endeavoured underhand to 
give it all the obftruftion he could, particularly 
in the lengthening of the long-boat, which he 
contrived Ihould be of fuch a fize, that though 
it might ferve to carry them to Juan Fernandez, 
would yet, he hoped, appear incapable of fo long 
a navigation, as that to the coaft of Brazil. 

But the captain, by his fteady oppofition at 
firft to this favourite proje£l, had much embit- 
tered the people againft him ; to which likewife 
the following unhappy accident greatly contribu- 
ted : There was a midlhipman, whofe name was 
Cozens, who had appeared the foremoft in all 
the refractory proceedings of the crew. He had 
involved himfelf in brawls with moll of the offi- 
cers who had adhered to the captain’s authority, 
and had even treated the captain himfelf with 
great abufe and infolence. As his turbulence 
and brutality grew every day more and more in- 
tolerable, it was not in the leaft doubted but there were fome violent meafures in agitation, in 
which Cozens was engaged as the ringleader ; for 
which reafon the captain, and thofe about! hiring 
conllantly kept themfelves.on their guard. One 
day the purfer having, by the captain’s orderi 
flopped the allowance of a fellow who would not work, Cozens, though the man did not complain 
to him, intermeddled in the affair with great bit- 
ternefs, and grofsly infulted the purfer, who was 
then delivering out provifions jult by the captain’s 
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tent, and was ,himfe!f Sufficiently violent : the 
purfer, enraged by his Scurrility, and perhaps 
piqued by former quarrels, cried out, A mutiny, 
adding, 'The dog haspiftols, and then himfelf fired 
a piftol at Cozens, which however miffed him : 
but the captain, on this outcry and the report of 
the piftol, ruihed out of his tent, and not doubt- 
ing but it had been fired by Cozens, as the com- 
mencement of a mutiny, he immediately (hot 
him in the beacb without farther deliberation; and though he did not kill him on the fpot, yet 
the wound proved mortal, and he died about 
fourteen days after. 

However, this incident, though fufficiently dif- 
pleafing to the peopje, bid yet, for a confiderable 
time, awe them to their duty, and rendered them 
more fubmiffive to the captain’s authority; but, 
at laft, :when toward? the, middle of Oftober tjie 
long-boat wras nearly completed, and they were preparing to put to fea, the additional provoca- 
tion he gave them, by covertly traverfmg their 
project of proceeding through the Streights of 
WtagelLan, and their fears that he might, at length, 
engage a party fuflicient to overturn this favour- 
ite meafure, made them refolve to make ufe of 
the death qf Cozens as areafon for depriving him. 
of his,command, under pretence of carrying him a prisoner to England! to be tried for murder; and 
he was accordingly confined under a guard : but 
tb$y- never intended to c^ury him with them, as 
tWyi too welf knew what they had to apprehend on theif return to England, if their commandei; 
flipuld be prefent to confront them: and there* fore, when they were juft ready to put to fca, 
they fet him at liberty, leaving him, and the few 
who chofe to take their fortunes wdth him, nq o- ther embarkatipnbut the yawd, to which the barge 
W£\s afterwards added, by the people onboard her 
being prevailed on to return back. 
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When riie fln'p was wrecked, there were a'ive 

“ on board the Wager near a hundred and thirty 
perfons ; of thefe above thirty died during their 
flay upon the place, and near eighty went off in 
the long-boat and the cutter to the fouthward; 
fo that there remained with the captain, after 
their departure, no more than nineteen perfons, 
which however were as many as the barge and the yawl, the only embarkations left them, could 
well carry off. It was the 13th of October, five 
months after the fhipwreck, that the long-boat, 
converted into a fchooner, weighed and flood to 
the fouthward, giving the Captain, who, with 
Lieutenant Hamilton of the land-forces, and the 
furgeon, were then on the beach, three cheers at their departure : and, on the 29th of January 
following, they arrived at Rio Grande on the 
coafl of Brazil; but having, by various accidents, 
left about twenty of their people on fhore at the 
different, places they touched at, and a greater 
number having perifhed by hunger during the 
courfe of their navigation, there were no more than thirty of them remaining when they arrived 
in that port. Indeed the undertaking, of itfelf, 
was a mofl extraordihary one ; for (not to men- 
tion the length of the run) the veil'd was fcarcely 
•able to contain the number that flrft put to fea 
in her ; and their flock of provifidris (being only 
what they had faved out of the fhip) was ex- 
tremely flender: they had this additional misfor- tune befides, that the cutter, the only boat they 
had with them,; fckfn broke aw4y from the ftern, 
and was flaved to pieces • fo that, when their 
provifion and thfeir water failed them, they had 
frequently no means of getting on fhore to fearch for a frefli fupply. • . . 

After the long-boat and cutter were gone, the 
captain, and thofc who-were left with him, pro- 
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pofed to pafs to the northward in the barge, ar.d 
yawl; but the weather was fo bad, and the diffi- 
culty of fubfiiting fo great, that it was two months 
from the departure of the long-boat before he wras 
able to put to fea. It feems the place where the 
Wager was call: away was not a part of the conti- 
nent, as was firll: imagined, but an ifland at fome 
dillance from the main, which afforded no other 
forts of provifion but fhell-lilh and a few herbs; 
and as the greatcft part of what they had gotten 
from the Ihip was carried off in the long-boat, the 
captain and his people were often in extreme want 
of food, efpecially as they chofe to preferve what 
little fea-provifions remained for their ftore when 
they fhould go to the northward. During their 
reftdence at this ifland, which was by the feamen denominated Wager’s ifland, they had nowand 
then a ftraggling canoe or two of Indians, which 
came and bartered their fifh, and other provifions, 
with our people. This was fome little relief to 
their neceffities, and, at another feafon, might, 
perhaps, have been greater : for as there were fe- 
veral Indian huts on the ffiore, it was fuppofed, that, in fome years, during the height of fummcr, 
many of thefe favages might refort thither to fiffi. 
Indeed, from what has been related in the account 
of the Anna pink, it ihould feem to be the gene- 
ral practice of thofe Indians to frequent this coaft 
in the fummer time for the benefit of fiffiing, and 
to retire in the winter into a better climate, more 
to. the northward. On this .mention of the Anna pink, I cannot 
but obferve, how much it is to be lamented that 
the Wager’s people had no. knowledge of her be- 
ing fo near them on the coaftfor as ffie was not 
above thirty leagues diftant from them, and came 
jrtto their neighbourhood about the fame time the 
Wager was loft, and was a fine roomy fhip, Arc 
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could eafily have taken them all' on board, and 
have carried them to Juan Fernandes. Indeed, I 
fufpe£t ihc was ftill nearer to them thaiVwhat is Here eftiniated; for feveral of the Wager’s peo- 
ple, at different times, heard the repott of a can- 
non, which, T conceive, could be no other than 
the evening-gun fired from the Anna pink, efpe- 
cially as what was heard at Wager’s ifland was a- 
bout the fame time of the day. But to return to 
Captain Cheap: 

Upon the 14th of December, the Captain, and 
his peop'e, embarked in the barge and the yawl, 
in order to proceed to the northward, taking on 
board with them all the provifions they could a- 
mafs from the wreck of the {hip; but they had 
fcarcely been an hour at fea 'when the wind be- 
gan'to blow hard, and the fea ran fo KigH, that 
they were obliged to throw the greateft part of 
their provifions over-board, to avoid jmtnediate 
deftru&ion. This was a terrible misfortune, in 
a part of the world where food is fo difficult to be 
got: however, they perfif^ed in their defign, put- 
ting on fhore as often as they could to feek Aib- 
fiftence: but, about a fortnight after, another 
dreadful accident befel them, for the yawl funk 
at an anchor, and one' of the men in 'her was 
drowned ; and as the barge was incapable of car- 
rying the whole company, they were now re^ 
duced to the hard'rteceflity of leaving four' ma- 
rines behind them on that defolate fhore. Not- withftanding thefe difafters, they ftill kept on 
their courfe to the northward, though greatly de- 
layed by the perverfenefs of the winds, and the 
frequent interruptions; which their fearch after 
food occafioned, and conftantly ftruggling with a 
feries of the moft finifter events ; till, at laft, a- 
bout the end of January, having made three uri- 
fuccefsful attempts to double a head-land, which 



2o6 ANSON’S VO Y AGE Book II. 
tlljey fuppofed to be what the Spaniards called 
Cape Tres Montes, it was unanimoufly refolved, 
finding the difficulties infurmountable, to give 
over this expedition, and to return again to Wa- 
ger ifland, where they got back about the middle 
of February, quite diffieartened and deje&ed with 
their reiterated difappointments, and almoft pe- 
riffiing with hunger and fatigue. 

However, on their icturn, they had the good 
luck to meet with feveral pieces of beef which 

Tiad been waffied out of the wreck, and were 
fwimming in the fea. This was a mod feafon- 
able relief to them after the hardffiips they had 
endured : and, to complete their good fortune, 
there came, in a ffiort time, two canoes of Indi- 
ans, amongft which was a native of Chiloe, who 
fpoke a little Spaniffi ; and the furgeon, who was 
with Captain Cheap, underftanding that lan- 
guage, he made a bargain with the Indian, that 
if he would carry the Captain and his people to 
Chiloe in the barge, he ffiould have her, and all 
that belonged to her, for his pains. Accordingly, 
on the Oth of Match, the eleven perfons, to which 
the company was now reduced, embarked in the 
barge on this new expedition j but, after having 
proceeded for a few days, the Captain, and four 
of his principal officers, being on ffiore, the fix 
who, together with an Indian, remained in the 
barge, put off with her to fea, and did not return 
again. 

By this means there were left on ffiore, Cap- 
tain Cheap, Mr Hamilton, lieutenant of marines, 
the hpnourable Mr Byron, and Mr Campbell, mid- 
ffiipmen, and Mr Elliot the furgeon. One would 
have thought that their dfftreffes had, long be- 
fore this time, been incapable of augmentation $ 
but they found, on reflexion, that their prefent 
fi.tuation was much more difmaying than any 
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thing they had yet gone through, being left on a 
defolate coaft without any provifion, or the means 
of procuring any ; for their arms, ammunition, 
and every conveniency they were mailers of, ex- 
cept the tattered hatiits they had on, were all 
carried away in the barge. 

But when they had fufficiently revolved in their 
own minds the various circumilances of this un- 
expe£led calamity, and were perfuaded that they 
had no relief to hope for, they perceived a canoe 
at a diftance, which proved to be that of the In- 
dian who had undertaken to carry them to Chi- 
loe, he and his family being then on board it. He 
made no difficulty of coming to them ; for, it 
feems, he had left Captain Cheap and his people 
a little before, to go a-fiihing, and had, in tht 
mean time, committed them to the care of the o- 
thcr Indian, whom the failors had carried to fea 
in the barge. When he came on (bore, and 
found the barge gone, ai d his companion miffirg, 
he was extremely concerned, and could with dif- 
ficulty be perfuaded that the other Indian was not 
murdered; yet, being at laft fatisfied with he 
account that was given him, he ftili undertook to 
carry them to the Spanifh fettlemems, and (as 
the Indians are well flailed in fifhing and fowling) 
to procure them provifions by the way. 

About the middle of March, Captain Cheap 
and the four who were left with him, fet out for 
Chiloe, the Indian having provided a number of ca- 
noes, and gotten many of his neighbours together for that purpofe. Soon after they embarked, 
Mr Elliot the furgeon died, fo that tnere now re- 
mained only four of the whole company. At laft, 
after a very complicated paffage by land and wa- ter, Captain Cheap, Mr Byron, and Mr Camp- 
bell, arrived, in the beginning of $une, at th# 
ifland of Chiloe, where they were received by the 
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Spaniards with great humanity; but on account 
of fome quarrel among the Indians, Mr Hamilton 
did not get thither till two months later. Thus 
was it above a twelvemonth from the lofs of the 
Wager, before this fatiguing peregrination end- 
ed ; and not till by a variety of misfortunes the 
.company was diminilhed from twenty to no more 
than four, and thofe too brought fo low, that 
bad their diftrefles continued but a few days 
longer, in all probability none of them would 
have furvived i for the Captain himfelf was with 
difficulty recovered ; and the reft were fo reduced 
by the feverity of the weather, their labour, their 
want of food, and of all kinds of neeeffaries, that 
it was wonderful how they fupported themfelves 
fo long. After fome ftay at Chiloe, the Captain, 
and the three who were with him, were lent to 
Valparaifo, and thence to St Jago, the capital of 5rn '' 1 ' ontinued above a year; but 
Great-Britain and Spain, Captain Cheap, Mr 
Byron, and Mr Hamilton, were permitted to re- 
turn to Europe on board a French ftip ; the other 
midlhipman, Mr Campbell, having changed his 
religion whilft at St Jago, chofe to go back to 
Buenos Ayres with Pizarro and his officers, with 
whom he went afterwards to Spain on board the 
Alia ; but having there failed in his endeavours to procure a commiffion from the court of Spain, 
he returned to England, and attempted to get re- 
inftated in the Britiffi navy. He has fince pu- 
bliffied a narration of his adventures, in which 
he complains of the injuftice that had been done him, and ftrongly difavows his ever being in the 
Spaniffi fervice: but as the change of his religion, 
•and his offering himfelf to the court of Spain 
(though heyas not accepted) are matters which, 
he is confcious, are capable of being inconteftably 

cartel being fettled betwixt 
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proved ; on thefe two heads he has been entirely 
filent. And now, after this account of the acci- 
dents which befel the Anna pink, and the cata- 
ftrophe of the Wager, I fhall again refume the 
thread of our own Itory. 

CoTiclufion of our proceedings at Juan 
Fernandes, from the arrival of the An- 
na pink, to our final departure from 
thence. 

BOUT a week after the arrival of our vic- 
tualler, the Tryal floop, that had been fent to the iiland of Mafa-Fuero, returned to an an- 

chor at Juan Fernandes, having been round that 
ifland without meeting any part of our fquadron. 
As upon this occafion, the ifland of Mafa-Fuero 
was more particularly examined than, I dare fay, 
it had ever been before, or perhaps ever will be 
again; and as the knowledge of it may, in cer- 
tain circumftances, be of great confequence here- 
after, I think it incumbent on me to infer! the 
accounts given of this place by the officers of the 
Tryal floop. 

The Spaniards have generally mentioned two 
iflands under the name of Juan Fernandes, {fi- ling them the greater and the lefs; the greater 
being that ifland where we anchored, and the lefs 
being the ifland we are now deferibing, which, 
becaufe it is more diftatvt from the continent, 
they have diftinguifhed by the name of Mafa-Fu- 
ero. The Tryal floop found that it bore from the 
greater Juan Fernandes W. by S. and was about 

CHAP. IV. 
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twenty-two leagues diftant. It is a much larger 
and better fpot than has been generally reported; 
for former writers have reprefented it as a fmall 
barren rock, deftitute of wood and water, and 
altogether inacceffible whereas our people found 
it was covered with trees,' and that there were 
feveral fine falls of water pouring down its fides 
into the fea: they found too, that there was a place 
where a fliip might come to an anchor on the 
north fide of it, though indeed the anchorage is 
inconvenient; for the bank extends but a little 
way, is fteep too, and has very dfcep water upon 
it; fo that you muft come to an anchor very near 
the fhore, and there lie expofed to all the winds buta foutherly one: and befides the inconvenience 
of the anchorage, there is alfo a reef of rocks 
running off the eaftern point of the ifland, about 
two miles in length, though there is little danger 
to be feared from them, becaufe they are always 
to be feen by the fea’s breaking over them. This 
place has at prefent one advantage beyond the 
ifland of Juan Fernandes ; for it abounds with 
goats, who not being accuftomed to be difturbed, 
were no ways fhy or apprehenfive of danger, till 
they had been frequently fired at. Thefe animals 
refide here in great tranquillity, the Spaniards 
having not thought the ifland confiderable enough 
to be frequented by their enemies, and have not 
therefore been felicitous to deftroy the provifions 
upon it; fo that no dogs have been hitherto fet 
on fhore there. Befides the goats, our'people 
found there vaft numbers of feals and fea-lions. 
And upon the whole, they feemed to imagine, 
that though it was not the moft eligible place for 
a fhip to refrefh at, yet, in cafe of necefiity, it 
might afford fome fort of fhelter, and prove of confiderable ufe, efpecially to a Angle fhip, who 
might apprehend meeting with a fuperior force at 
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Fernandes. The appearance of its N. E. fide, and alfo of its weit fide, may be feen in the 
twenty-firft and twenty-fecomt plates. This may 
fufiice in relation to the ifland of Mafa-Fuero. 

The latter part of the month of Auguit was 
fpent in unloading the provifions from the Anna 
pink ; when we had the mortification to find, 
that great quantities of our provifions, as bread, 
rice, groats, &c. were decayed and unfit for ufe. 
This was owing to the water the pink had made 
by her working and ftraining in bad weather; for 
hereby feveral of her calks had rotted, and her 
bags were foaked through. And now, as we had 
no farther occafion for her fervice, the Commo- 
dore, purfuant to his orders from the Board of 
Admiralty, fent notice to Mr Gerard her mailer, that he difcharged the Anna pink from attending 
the fquadron ; and gave him at the fame time a 
certificate fpecifying how long Ihe had been em- 
ployed. In confequence of this difmifiion, her 
mailer was at liberty either to return dire&ly to 
England, or to make the beil of his way to any port where he thought he could take in fuch a 
cargo as would anfwerthe intereil of his owners.. 
But the mailer being fenfible of the bad condition 
of the iliip, and of her unfitnefs for any fuch 
voyage, wrote the next day an anfwer to the 
Commodore’s mefiage, acquainting Mr Anfon, that from the great quantity of water the pink 
had made in her pafl'age round Cape Horn, and 
fince that in the tempeiluous weather fire had 
met with on the coail of Chili, he had reafon to 
apprehend that her bottom was very much de- 
cayed : he added, that her upper works were 
rotten abaft; that ihe was extremely leaky; that her fore-beam was broke ; and that in his opinion 
it was impoffible to proceed to fea with her before 
ihe had been thoroughly refitted; and he therefore 
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requefted the Commodore, that the carpenters of 
the fquadron might be direfted to furvey her, 
that their judgment of her condition might be 
known. In compliance with this defire, Mr An- 
fon immediately ordered the carpenters to take a 
careful and ftri<2: furvey of the Anna pink, and 
to give him a faithful report under their hands, 
of the condition in which they found her, di- 
•reiSHng them, at the fame time, to proceed here- 
in with fuch circumfpeftion, that if they fhould 
be hereafter called upon, they might be abfe to 
make oath of the veracity of their proceedings. 
Purfuant to thefe orders, the carpenters imme- 
diately fet about the examination, and the next 
day made their report; which was, that the pink 
had no lefs than fourteen knees, and twelve beams 
broken and decayed ; that one breaft-hook was 
broken, and another rotten; that her water-ways 
were open and decayed* that two ftandards, and 
feveral clamps, were broken, befides others which 
were rotten ; that all her iron-work was greatly 
decayed; that her fpirkitting and timbers were 
very rotten *, and that having ripped off part of 
her (heathing, they found her wales and outfide 
planks extremely defe£live, and her bows and 
decks very leaky; and in confequence of thefe 
defeats and decays they certified, that in their 
opinion {he could not depart from the ifland with- 
out great hazard, unlefs Ihe was firft of all 
thoroughly refitted. 

'Tbe'thorough refitting of the Anna pink, pro- 
pofed by the carpenters, was, in our prefent fi- xation, impoffible to be complied with, as all 
the plank and iron in the fquadron was infuffi- 
cient for that purpofe. And now the mafter, find- 
ing his own fentiments confirmed by the opinion 
of all the carpenters, offered a petition to the 
Commodore in behalf of his owners, defiring 
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that fince it appeared he was incapable of leaving 
the illand, Mr Anfon would pleafe to purchafe 
the hull and furniture of the pink for the ufeof 
the fquadron. Hereupon the Commodore or- 
dered an inventory to be taken of every particu- 
lar belonging to the pink, with its juft value ; 
and as by this inventory it appeared that there 
were many ftores which would be ufeful in re- 
fitting the other ftiips, and which were at prefent 
very Icarce in the fquadron, by reafon of the 
great quantities that had been already expended, 
he agreed with Mr Gerard to purchafe the whole 
together for L. 300. The pink being thus broken 
up, Mr Gerard, with the hands belonging to 
the pink, were fent on board the Gloucefter, as 
that {hip had buried the greateft number of men 
in proportion to her complement; but after- ward one or two of them were received on board 
the Centurion, on their own petition, they be- 
ing extremely averfe to failing in the fame {hip 
with their old mafter, on account of fome parti- 
cular ill ufage they conceived they had fulfered 
from him. 

This tranfa&ion brought us down to the be- 
ginning of September; and our people by this 
time were fo far recovered of the fcurvy, that 
there was little danger of burying any more at 
prefent; and therefore I {hall now fum up the 
total of our lofs fince our departure from Eng- 
land, the better to convey fome idea of our paft 
fufferings, and of our prefent ftrength. We had buried, on board the Centurion, fince our lea- 
ving St Helen’s, two hundred and ninety-two, 
and had now remaining on board two hundred 
and fourteen. This will doubtlefs appear a moft 
extraordinary mortality; but yet on board the 
Gloucefter it had been much greater ; for out of a much fmallcr crew than ours they had loft the 
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fame number, and had only eighty-two remain- 
ing alive. It might be expefted, that on board, 
the Tryal the flaughter would have been the moft 
terrible, as her decks were aliiioft conftantly knee- 
deep in water; but it happened otherwife, ior 
flie efcaped more favourably than the reft, fince 
{he only buried forty-two, and had now thirty- 
nine remaining alive. The havock of this difeafe 
had fallen flill feverer on the invalids and ma- 
rines than on the failors; for on hoard the Cen- 
turion, out of fifty invalids and f venty nine ma- 
rines, there remained only four invalids, inclu- ding officers, and eleven marines ; and on board 
the Gloucelter every invalid perifhed, and out of 
forty-eight marines only mo efcaped. From this 
account it appears, that the three fliips together 
departed from England with nine hundred and 
.fixty-one men on board, of whom fix hundred 
and twenty-fix were dead before this time; fo 
that the whole of our remaining crews, which 
were now to be diftributed amongft three {hips, 
amounted to no more than three hundred and 
thirty-five men and boys; a number greatly in- 
fufficient for the manning the Centurion alone, 
and barely capable of navigating all the three, 
with the utmoft exertion of their ftrength and vi- 
gour. This prodigious reduction of our men was 
ilill the more terrifying, as we were hitherto un- 
certain of the fate of Pizarro’s fquadron, and 
had reafon to fuppofe, that fome part of it, at 
leaft, had got round into thefe feas. Indeed we 
were fatisfied from our own experience, that they 
mult have fuffered greatly in their pafiage; but 
then every port in the South Seas was open to 
them, and the whole power of Chili and Peru 
would doubtlefs be united in refreftring and re- 
fitting them, and recruiting the numbers they 
had loft; befides, we had fome obfeure know- 
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ledge of a force to be fent out from Callao': and 
however contemptible the fhips and failors of.this 
part of the world may have •been generally e- 
iteemgd, it was fcarcely poflible for any thing, 
bearing the name of a fhip of force, to be fee- 
bler or lefs confiderable than ourfelves. And had 
there been nothing to be apprehended from the 
naval power of the Spaniards in this part of the 
world, yet our enfeebled condition would never- 
thelefs give us the greateft uneafinefs, as we were 
incapable of attempting any of their confiderable 
places *, for the rilking of twenty men, weak as 
we then were, was rifking the fafety of the whole: 
fo that we conceived we fhould be necefiitated to 
content ourfelves with what few prizes we could 
pick up at fea before we were difcovered ; after 
which we fliould in all probability be obliged to 
depart with precipitation, and efteem ourfelves 
fortunate to regain our native country, leaving 
®ur enemies to triumph on the inconfiderable 
mifchief they had received from a fquadron, 
whofe equipment had filled them with fuch dread- 
ful apprehenfions. This was a fubje& on which we had. reafon to imagine the Spandh oftentation 
would remarkably exert itfelf, though the caufes 
of our difappointment, and their fecurity, were 
neither to be fought for in their valour, nor our 
mifcondu&. Such were the defponding refle£Uons which at 
that time arofe on the review and comparifon of 
our remaining ftrength with our original num- 
bers. Indeed our fears were £ar from being groundlefs, or difproportioned to our feeble and 
almoft defperate fituation For though the final 
event proved more honourable than we had fore- 
boded ; yet the intermediate calamities did like- 
wife greatly furpafs our moft gloomy apprehen- 
fions, and could they have been predicted to us 
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at this ifland of Juan Fernandes, they would' 
doubtlefs have appeared infurraountable. But to 
return to our narration: 

In the beginning of September, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, our men were tolerably well re- 
covered ; and now the feafon for navigation, in 
this climate, drawing near, we exerted ourfelves 
in getting our Ihips in readinefs for the fea. We 
converted the fore-maft of the vifhialler into a 
main-mall for the Tryal Hoop; and, ftill flatter- 
ing ourfelves with the poffibility of the arrival of 
fome Other Ihips of bur fquadron, we intended 
to leave the main-mail' of the viblualler to make 
a mizen-maft for the Wager. Thus, all hands 
being employed in forwarding our departure, we, 
on the -8thj about eleven in the morning, efpjed 
a fail to the N. E. which continued to ap^roiich 
us, till her courfes appeared even with the hori- 
zon. Whilll fhe advanced, wre had great hopes 
fhe might prove ohe of our own fquadron ; but 
as, at length, fhe fleered away to the eaftward, without haling in for the ifland, we thence con- 
cluded fhe mull be a Spaniard. And now great 
difputes were fet on foot abotrt the poflibility of 
her having difcovered our tents on fhore, fome of 
us flTongly infilling that fhe hdd doubtlefs been 
near enough to have perceived'fomething that had 
given her a jealoufy of an enemy, which had oc- 
cafioned her Handing to the ealtward without ha- 
ling in : however, leaving thefe Cornells to be fet- 
tled afterwards, it was refolved to purfue her; 
and the Genturion being in the greatell forward- 
nefs, we immediately got1 all our hands on board, 
fet up our rigging, bent our fails, and by five in 
the afternoon got under fail. We had, at this time, very little wind, fo that all the boats were 
employed to tow us out of the bay; and even 
what wind there was, lulled only long enough to 
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give us an offing of two or three leagues, when 
it flatted to a calm. The night coming on, we 
loft fight of the chace, and were extremely im- 
patient for the return of (fay-light, in hopes to 
find that fhe had been becalmed as well as we ; 
though I muft confefs that her greater diftance 
from the land was a reafonable ground for fufpe£t- 
ing the contrary, as we indeed found in the morn- 
ing, to our great mortification; for though the 
weather continued perfe&ly clear, we had no 
fight of the (hip from the maft-head. But as we 
were now fatisfied that it was an fcnemy, and the 
firft We had feen in thefe feas, we refolved not to 
give over the fearch lightly; and a finall breeze 
fprmging up from the W. N. W. we got up our top-gallant mafts and yards, fet all the fails, and 
fleered to the fouth-eaft, in hopes of retrieving 
our chace, which we imagined to be bound to 
Valparaifo. We continued on this courfe all that 
day and the next; and then, not getting fight 
of our chace, we gave over the purfuit, concei- 
ving that by that time fhe muft in ail probability 
have reached her port. Being therefore deter- 
mined to return to Juan Fernandes, we haled up 
to the S. W. with that view, having but very 
little wind till the 12th, When, at three in the 
morning, there fprung up a freffi gale from the W. S. W. which obliged us to tack and ftand to 
the N. W. At day-break we were,agreeably fur- 
prifed with the fight of a fail on our weather-bow, between four and five leagues diftance. We im- 
mediately crouded all the fail we could, and flood 
after her, and foon perceived it not to be the fame 
fhip we originally gave chace to. She at fi ft 
bore down upon us, Ihewing Spanifh colours, and 
making a fignal as to her confort; but obferving 
that we did not anfwer her fignal, flie inftantiy 
looted clofe to the wind, and flood to the fbuth- 

S 
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ward. Our people were now all in fpirits, and 
put the fliip about with great brifknefs} and as 
the chace appeared to be a large Ihip, and had 
miftaken us for her confert, we conceived that 
fhe was a man of war, and probably one of Pi- 
zarro’s fquadron. This induced the Commodore 
to order all the officers cabins to be knocked down 
and thrown over-board, with feveral calks of wa- 
ter and prOvifions which flood between the guns, 
fo that we had foon a clsar fliip, ready for an en- 
gagement. About nine o’clock we had thick 
hazy weather, and a Ihower of rain, during which 
Xve loft fight of the chace; and we were appre- 
henfive, if this dark weather fhould continue, 
that, by going upon the other tack, or by fome 
other artifice, fhe might efeape us ; but it clear- 
ing Up in lefs than an hour, we found that we 
had both weathered and fore-reached upon her 
oonfiderably, and were then near enough to dif- 
eover that fhe was only a merchantman, without 
fo much as a fingle tire of ,guns. About half an hour after twelve, being got within a reafonable 
dift.ance of her, we fired four fhot amongft her 
rigging ; on which they lowered their top-fails, 
and bore down to us, but in very great confufion, 
their top-gallant-fails and ftay-fails all fluttering 
in the winds : this was owing to their, having let 
run their fheets and hale-yards juft as we fired at 
them ; after which, not a man amongft them had 
courage enough to venture aloft (for there the fhot 
had palfed but juft before) to take them in. As 
foon as the velftd came within hale of us, the Commodore ordered them to bring to under his 
lee-quarter, and then hoifted out the boat, and 
fent Mr Saumurez, his firft lieutenant, to take polTeflibn of the prize, with dire£lions to fend all 
the prifoners on board the Centurion, but firft 
the officers and pafiengers. When Mr Saumu- 
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r<*z came on board them, they received hi\n at 
the fide, with the ftrongeft tokens of the moll 
abje& fubmiflion ; for they were all of them (e- 
fpecially the paffengers, who were tvVenty-five in 
number) extremely terrified, and under the great- 
eft apprehehfibns of meeting with very fevere and 
Cruel ufage; but the lieutenant endeavoured, with 
great coyrtefy, to difftpate their fright, afluring; 
them, that their fears were altogether groundlefs', 
and that they would find a generous enemy in the 
Commodore, who was not lefs remarkable fbt 
his lenity and humanity, than for his refolutiou 
and courage. The prifoners, who were firft fent oh board the Centurion, informed us, that our 
prize was called Neuftra Senora del Monte Car- 
riielp, arid was commanded by Don Manuel Za- 
morra. Her cargo confifted chiefly of fugar, and 
great quantities of blue cloth, made in the pro- 
vince of Quito, fomewhat refembling our Englifh 
coarfe broad-cloths, but inferior to them. They had, befides, feveral bales of a coarfer fort of cloth, of different colours, fomewhat like Col- 
chefter bays, called by them, Pannia da Tierra, 
with a few bales of cotton, and fome tobacco, 
which, though ftrong, was not ill-flavoured. 
Thefe were the principal goods on board her; but we found, befides, what was to us much 
more valuable than the reft of the cargo; this 
rfras fome trunks of wrought plate, and twenty- 
three ferons of dollars, each weighing upwards 
of 200 lb. averdupois. The fhip’s burden was about four hundred and fifty tons •, fhe had fifty- 
three failors on board, both whites arid blacks ; 
fhe came from Callao, and had been twenty-feven 
days at fea before fhe fell into our hands. She 
was bound to the port of Valparaifo in the king- 
dom of Chili, and propofed to have returned from 
thence loaded with corn and Chili wine, fome 
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gold,- dried beef,, and frnall eordjage, which, at 
Callao, they convert into larger rope. Our prize 
had been built upwards of thirty years; yet, as 
they lie in harbour all the winter months, and the 
climate is favourable, they efteemed it no very 
great age. Her. rigging was very indifferent, as- 
were likewife her fails,, which were made of cot- 
ton, She had only three four-pounders, which 
w ere altogether unferviceahle, their carriages be- ing fearcely able tp fupport them: and there 
were no fmall arms on board, except a few pi- 
ftols.belonging to the paffengers. The prifoners 
informed us, that they left Callao in companv 
w ith two other fiiips, whom they had parted with 
(bme days before, and that at firft they had con- 
ceived us to be one of their company; and by 
the defcription we gave them of the fhip we had 
chafed from Juan Fernandes, they affured us flic 
was of their number; but that the coming in 
fight of that ifland was dire&iy repugnant to the 
merchant’s inilruftions, who had exprefsly for- 
bid it, as knowing that if the Englilh fquadron 
was in thofe feae, the ifland of Fernandes was. 
itroft probably the place of their rendezvous. 

After this fliort account of the {hip and her 
cargo, it is neceffary that I ftrould relate the im- 
portant intelligence which, we met with on board 
her, partly from the information of the prifort- 
ers, and partly from the letters and papers which 
fell into our hands. We here firft learned, with, 
certainty, the force and deftination of that fqua- 
dron which cruized oft' the Madeiras at our arri- 
val there, and afterwards chafed the Pearl in our 
paffage to port St Julian. This we now knewr 
was a fquadron compofed of five large Spanifli 
lliips,. commanded by Admiral Pizarro, and pur- 
pofely fitted out to traverfe our defigns, as hath been 
already more amply related in the third chapter* 
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t>f the fi'rft book. We had, at thefame time too, 
the fat is faction to find that Pizarro, after hi sut- 
moft tiKieavour& to gam his palFage into thefe 
feas, had been forced back again into the river of 
Plate, with thelofs of two of his largeft fhipsj 
and befides this difappointment of Pizarro, which, 
contidering our great debility, was no unaccept- 
able intelligence, we farther learned, that tho’ 
an embargo had been laid upon all (hipping ifi 
thefe feas, by the viceroy of Peru, in the month of May preceding, on a fuppofition that about 
that time we might arrive upon the coaft, yet it 
how no longer fubfifted: for on the account fent 
over land1 by Pizarro of his own rfrftrefies, part of 
which they knew we muft have encountered, as 
we were at fea dbring the fame time, and on their having no news of us in eight months after we 
were known to fet fail from .St Catharine’s, they 
were fully fatisfied that we were either (hip- 
wrecked, or had perKhed at fea, or at lead: had 
been obliged to put back again ; as it was con- 
ceived impoilible for any (hips to continue at fea, 
during fo long an interval: and therefore, on the 
application of the merchants, and the firm per- 
fuafion of our having mifcarried, the embargo had 
been lately taken off. 

This laft article made us flatter ourfelves, that 
as the enemy were (till a ftranger to our having 
got round Cape Horn, and the navigation of thefe 
feas was reftored, we rpight meet with feme va- 
luable captures, and might thereby indemnify ourfelves for the incapacity we were under of at- 
tempting any of their confiderable fettlements on 
(hore. And this much we were certain of, from 
the information of our prifoners, that whatever our fuccefs might be as to the prizes.we might 
light on, we had nothing to fear, weak as we 
were; from the Spanifh force in this part of the 
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world; though we difcovered that we had been 
in molt imminent peril from the enemy, when 
we lead apprehended it, and when our other diT ftrefles were at the greateft height: for we learn- 
ed from the letters on board, that Pizarrp, in the 
exprefs he difpatched to the viceroy of Peru, af- 
ter his return to tire river of Plate, had intima- 
ted to him, that it was pollible fome part at lead 
of the Englilh fquadron might get round: but 
that as he was certain from his own experience, 
that if they did arrive in thofe Teas, it mult be in 
a very weak and defencelefs condition, he advi- 
fed the viceroy, in order to be fecure at all events, 
to fend what Ihips of war he had to the fouth- 
ward, where in all probability they would inter- 
cept us fingly, before we. had an opportunity of 
touching at any port for refrelhment; in which 
cafe, he doubted not but we Ihould prove an eafy 
conqueft. The viceroy of Peru approved of this 
advice : and as he had already fitted out four 
Ihips of force from Callao, one of fifty guns, two 
of forty guns, and one of twenty-four guns, which 
were intended to join Pizarro when he arrived 
on the coall of Chili; the viceroy now ftationed 
three of thefe off the port of Conception, and 
one of them at the illand of Fernandes, where 
they continued cruifing for us till the 6th of June; 
and then, not feeing any thing of us, and con- 
ceiving it to be impoffible that we could have kept 
the feas fo long, they quitted their cruife and re- 
turned to Callao, fully perfuaded that we had ei- 
ther perilhed, or at leaft had been driven back. 
Now, as the time of their quitting their ftations 
was but a few days before our arrival at the illand 
of Fernandes, it is evident, that had we made 
that illand on our firll fearch for it, without ha- 
ling in for the main to fecure our calling (a cir- 
cunpftance which, at that time, we confidered as 
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very unfortunate to us, on account of the num- 
bers which we loft by our longer continuance at 
fea), had we, I fay, made the ifland on the 28th 
of May, when we firft expefted to fee it, and 
were in reality very near it, we had doubtlefs fal- 
len in with fome part of the Spanifli fqundroni 
and in the diftreffed condition we were then in, 
the meeting with a healthy well-provided enemy 
was an incident that could not but have been per- plexing, and might perhaps have proved fatal, not 
only to us, but to the Tryal, the Gloucefter, and 
the Anna pink, who fepaiately joined us, and 
who were each of them lefs capable than we were 
of making any confiderable refiftance. I fhall 
only add, that thefe Spanilh {hips, fent out to 
intercept us, had been greatly {battered by a ftorm 
during their cruife; and that, after their arrival 
at Calldo, they had been laid up. And our pri- 
foners affured us, that whenever intelligence was 
received at Lima of our being in thefe feas, it 
would be at leaft two months before this arma- 
ment could be again fitted out. 

The whole of this intelligence was as favour- 
able as we, in our reduced circumftances could 
wiftr for. And now v/e were no longer at a lofs 
as to the broken jars, afhes, and filh-bones, which 
we had obferved at our firft landing at Juan Fer- 
nandes, thefe things being doubtlefs the relidts of the cruifers ftationed off that port Having thus 
fatisfied ourfelves in the material articles of our 
inquiry, and having gotten on board the Centu- 
rion nioft of th. prifoners and all the filver, we, 
at eight in the fame evening, made fail to the 
northward, in company with our prize, and at 
fix the next morning, difeovered the ifland of Fer- 
nandes, where the following day both we and 
our prize came to an anchor 

And here I cannot omit one remarkable inci- 
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dent which occurred when the prize and her crew 
came into the bay where the reft of the fquadrort 
lay. The Spaniards in the Carmelo had been 
fufHciently informed of the diftrefies we had gone 
through, and were greatly furprifed that we had 
ever furmounted them, hut when they faw the 
Tryal floop at anchor, they were ftill more afto- 
nifhed, that, after all our fatigues, we had the 
induftry (befidea refitting our other fhips} to 
complete fuch a vefiel in fo ftiort time, they 
taking it for granted that we had built her upon 
the fpot: nor was it without great difficulty they 
were at laft prevailed on to believe, that fhe came 
from England with the reft of the (Squadron; they 
long infifting, that it was impoflible 1'uch a bauble 
could pafs round Cape Horn, when the beft fhips 
of Spain were obliged to put back. 

By the time we arrived at Juan Fernandes, the 
letters found on board our prize were more mi~ 
nutely examined : and it appearing from them, 
and from tire accounts of our prifoners, that fe- 
veral other merchantmen were bound from Callao 
to Valparaifo, Mr Anfon difpatched the Tryal 
floop, the very next morning, to cruife off the 
laft mentioned port, reinforcing her with ten 
hands from on board his own fhip. Mr Anfon 
likewife refblved, on the intelligence recited a- 
bove, to feparate the fhips under his command, 
and employ them in diftin.fl cruifes, as he thought 
that by this means we fhould not only increafe 
our chance for prizes, but that we fhould likewife 
run a lefs rifk of alarming the coaft, and of be- 
ing difcovered* And now, the fpirits of our people bring greatly railed, and their defpondency 
diffipated by this carneft of fuccefs, they forgot 
ail their paft diftrcffes, and refumed their wonted 
alacrity, and laboured indefatigably in compleat- ing our water, receiving our lumber, and in pre* 
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paring, to take our farewel of th^ ifljind.: but as 
thefe occupations took us up four or five day* 
with all our indulby„ the Commodore, in that 
interval, directed that the guns belonging to the 
Anna pink, being four fix-pounders, four four- 
nounders, and two fwivels, ihould be mounted on 
board the Carmelo, our prize: and having font 
S>n board theGloucefter fix pa^Tengers,.and twenty- 
three feamen, to affift in navigating the fliip, he direfted Captain Axitchel to leave the illand as 
foon as polGbie, the fervice demanding the ut- 
moft difpatch, ordering him to proceed to the la- 
titude of five degrees fouth, and there to. eruife 
off the high-landof Paita, atfuch a diftanee from fhore as mould prevent his being di(covered- On 
this Ration he was to continue till he fhould be 
joined by the Commodore, which would be when- 
ever it fhould be known that the viceroy had fit- 
ted out the fhips at Callao, or on Mr Anfon’s re- ceiving any other intelligence that fhould make it 
neceffary to unite our ftrength. Thefe, orders 
being delivered to the captain of the Gloucefter, 
and all our bufinefs completed, we, on the Sa- 
turday following,, being the 19th of September, 
weighed our anchor, in, company with our prize, 
and got out of the bay, taking our laft leave of 
the ifland of Juan Fernandes, and fleering to the 
eaflward, with an intention of joining the Tryal 
floop in her Ration off Valparaife. 

CHAP. V. 
Our cruife from the time of our leaving 

Juan Fernandes, to the taking the town 
of Paita. 

ALthough the Centurion with her prize 
the Carmelo, wetghed from the bay of Juan 
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Fernandes on the i<;th of September, le'itnng the 
Glouceller at anchor behind'her, yet, by the irre- 
gularity and flu&uation of the winds in the ofr 
nng, it was theaidofthe fame month, in the 
evening, before we loft fight of the iflartd ; after 
M hich we continued our courfe to the eaftward, 
in order to reach our ftation, and to joip the Try- 
al off Valparaifo. The next night the weather 
proved fqually, and we fplit our main-top-fail, which we handed for the pteferit, but got it re- 
paired, and fet it again the next morning. In 
the evening, a little before fun-fet, we faw two 
fail to the eaftward, on which our prize flood di- 
fe£lly from us, to avoid giving any fufpiciort of 
our being cruifers ; whilft we, in the mean timfe, 
made ourfelves' ready for an engagement, and 
fleered, with all our canvas, towards the two fhips 
we had difeovered. We foon perceived that one 
of thefe, which had the appearance of being a 
very flout fliip, made diredlly for us, whilft the 
other kept at a great diftance. By feven o’clock 
We were within piftol-fhot of the neareft, and 
had a broad-fide ready to pour into her, the 
gunners having their matches in their hands, and 
only waiting for orders to fire; but, as we knew 
it was now impoffible for her to efcape us, Mr 
Anfon, before he permitted us to fire, ordered 
the mafter to hale the fhip in-Spanifh ; on which 
the commanding officer on board her, who pro- 
ved to be Mr Hughs, lieutenant of the Tryal, 
apfwcred us.ifi Englifh, and informfed us, that 
fhe was a prize taken by the Tryal a few days be- 
fore, and that the other fail at a diftance was the 
Tryal herfelf difabled in her mails. We were 
foon after joined by the Tryal, and Captain Saun- 
ders, her commander, came on board the Cen- 
turion. He acquainted the Commodore that he 
had taken this fhip' the .18th inflant; that fh< 
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was a prime failor, and had coft him thirty-fix 
hours chace before he could come up with her * 
that, for fome time, he gained fo little upon her, 
that he began to defpair of taking her ; and the 
Spaniards, though alarmed at firfl: with feeing 
nothing but a cloud of fail in purfuit of them, the 
’J’ryal’s hull being fo low in the water that no part 
of it appeared, yet knowing the goodnefs of their 
fhip, and finding how little the Tryal neared 
them, they at length laid afide their fears, and 
recommending, themfelves to the bleffed virgin 
for protection, began to think themfelves fecure. 
Indeed their fuccefs was very near doing honour 
to their Ave Marias; for, altering their courfe 
in the night, and fhutting up their windows to 
prevent any of their lights from being feen, they 
had fome chance of efcaping; but a fmall crevice in one of the {butters rendered all their invoca- 
tions ineffectual; for through this crevice the 
people on board the Tryal perceived a light, 
y.’hich they chafed till they arrived within gun- ftiot, and then Captain Saunders alarmed them 
unexpectedly with a broad-fide, when they flat- 
tered themfelves they were got out of his reach * 
however, for fome time after, they ftill kept the 
fame fail abroad, and it was not obferved that 
this firft falute had made any impreffion on then ; 
but jufl as the Tryal was preparing to repeat her 
broad-fide, the Spaniards crept from their holes, 
lowered their fails, and fubmitted without any 
oppofition. She was one of the largeft merchant- 

. men employed in thofe feas; being about fix 
hundred tons burden,' and was called the Ar- 
ranzazu. She was bound from Callao to Valpa- 
raifo,.and had much the fame cargo with the 
Carmelo we had taken before, except that her 
filver amounted only to about L. 500 Sterling. 

Rut to balance this fuccefs, we had the mif- 
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fortune to find that the Tryal had fprung her 
main-maft, and that her main^top-maft had come 
by the board; and as we were all of trs ftanding 
to the eaftward the next morning, with a frefh 
gale at fouth, five had the additional ill luck to 
fpriug her fore-maft ; fo that now fhe had not a 
mail left on which fhe could carry fail. Thefe 
unhappy incidents were ftill aggravated by th6 
impoffibility we were juft then under of afiifting 
her ; for the wind blew fo hard, and raifed fuch 
a hoHow fea, that we could not venture to hoift 
out our boat, and confequently could have no 
communication with her; fo that we were ob- 
liged to lie to for the greateft part of fbrty-eigh t 
hours, to attend her., as we could have no thought 
of leaving her to herfelf in her prefent unhappy 
fituation. It was no fmall accumulation to thefe 
misfortunes, that we Were all the while driving 
to the leeward of our ftatrion, at the very time 
too, when by our intelligence we had reafon to 
expe£l feveral of the enein.y’s Ihips would appear 
upon the coaft, who would now gain the port of 
Valparaifo without obftruflion. And I am verily 
perfuaded, that the embairaftment we received 
f.om the difmafting of the Tryal, and our abfence 
from our intended ftatfon, occafioned there- 
by, deprived us of fome very confiderable cap- 
tures. 

The weather proving fomewhat more moderate 
on the 27th, we fent our boat for the captain of 
the Tryal, who, when he came on board us, pro- 
duced an inftrument, figned by himfeff and all 
his officers, reprefenting, that the Hoop, being difmafted, was fo very ieaby in her hull, that, e- 
ven iu moderate weather', it was'neceffary to ply 
the pumps conftantiy, and that they were then 
fcarcely fufficientto keep her free ; fo that in the 
late gale, though they had all been engaged at 
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the pumps by turns, yet the water had increafed 
upon them: and, upon the whole, they appre- 
hended her to be at prefent fo very defedtive, 
that if they met with much bad weather, they 
muft all inevitably perifh; and therefore they petitioned the commodore to take fome mea- 
fures for their future fafety. But the refitting of 
the Tiyal, and the repairing of her defedfs, was 
an undertaking that, in the prefent conjundlure, 
greatly exceeded our power ; for we had no marts 
to fpare her; we had no ftores to complete her 
rigging; nor had we any port where ftie might 
be hove down, and her bottom examined ; be- 
fides, had a port, and proper requifites for this 
purpofe been in our pofleffion, yet it would have 
been extreme imprudence, in fo critical a con- 
jundfure, to have loitered away fo much time as 
would have been neceflary for thefe operations. 
The Commodore, therefore, had no choice left 
him, but was under a neceffity of taking out her 
people and deftroying her ; however, as he con- 
ceived it expedient to keep up the appearance of our force, he appointed theTryaPs prize (which 
had been often employed by the Viceroy of Peru 
as a man of war) to be a frigate in his Majefty’s 
fervice, manning her with the TryaPs crew, and 
giving commiffions to the Captain and all the in- 
ferior officers accordingly. This new frigate, 
when in the Spaniffi fervice, had mounted thirty- 
two guns; but fhe was now to have only twentv, which were the twelve that were on board the 
Tryal, and eight that had belonged to the Anna 
pink. When this affair was thus refolved on, 
Mr Anfon gave orders to Captain Saunders to 
put it in execution, diredting him to take out of 
the Hoop the arms, ftores, ammunition, and e- 
very thing that could be of any ufe to the other 
fliips, and then to fcuttle her and fink her. Af- 
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ter Captain Saunders had feen her deftroyed, he 
was to proceed with his new frigate (to be called 
the Tryal Prize) and to cruize off tl)e highland of 
Valparaifo, keeping it from him N. N. W. at the 
dittance of twelve or fourteen leagues : for as all 
Blips bound from Valparaifo to the northward 
fleer that courfe, Mr Anfon propofed, by this 
means, to flop any intelligence that might be dis- 
patched to Callao, of two of their fhips being 
miffing, which might give them apprehenfions of 
the Engliffi fquadron being in their neighbour- 
hood. The Tryal’s prize was to continue on this 
ftation twenty-four days, and if not joined by the 
Commodore at the expiration of that term, {he 
was then to proceed down the coaft to Pifco or 
Nafca, where the would be certain to meet with 
Mr Anfon. The Commodore likewife ordered 
lieutenant Saumarez, who commanded the Cen- 
turion’s prize, to keep company with Captain 
Saynders, both to affifl: him in unloading the 
{loop, and alfo, that by fpreading in their cruife, 
there might be lefs danger of any of the enemy’s Blips flipping by unobferved. Thefe orders be- 
ing difpatched, the Centurion parted from the o- 
ther veflels at eleven in the evening, on the 27th 
of September, dire&iqg her courfe to the fouth- 
ward, with a view of cruifing for fome days to 
the windward of Valparaifo. 

And now, by this diftribution of our {hips, we 
flattered ourfelves that we had taken all the ad- 
vantages of the enemy that we poflibly could with 
our fmall force, fince our difpofition was doubt-* 
lefs the moft prudent that could be projedled. 
For as we might fuppofe the Gloucefter, by this 
time, to be drawing near the highland of Paita, 
we were enabled, by our feparate ftations, to in- tercept all veffels employed either betwixt Peru 
and Chili to the fouthward, or betwixt Panama 
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and Peru to the northward ; fince the principal 
trade from Peru to Chili, being carried on to the 
port ofValparaifo, the Centurion, cruifmg to the 
•windwardof Valparaifo, would in all prohabtlitv 
meet with them, as it is the conftant prattice of 
thofe fhips to fall in with the coaft to the wind- 
ward of that port: the doucefter would, in like 
manner, be in the way of the trade bound from 
Panama, or to the northwatd, to any part of 
Peru ; fince the highland off which {he was fta- 
iioned, is conftantly made by every ihip in that 
voyage. And whilft the Centurion and Glou- -celter were thus fituated for interrupting the e- 
nemy’s trade, the Tryal’s prize, and Centurion’s 
prize, were as conveniently pofted for preventing ;all intelligence, by intercepting^ all Ihips bound ffrom Valparaifo to the northward; for it was-on 
tboard thefe veffels that ic was to be feared fome 

. account of us might poffibly be fent to Peru. 
But the moll; prudent difpofitions carry with 

them only a probability of fuccefs, and can nevev 
enfure its certainty; fince thofo chances which it 
was reafonable to overlook in deliberation, are 
fometimes of moft powerful influence in execu- 
tion. Thus, in the prefent cafe, the diftrefs of 
the Tryalj and our quitting our ftation to affift •her (events which no degree of prudence could 
either forefee or obviate) gave an opportunity to 
all the fhips bound .to Valparaifo, to reach that port without moleftation, during this unlucky in- 
terval. So th'.r, though after leaving Captain 
Saunders, we were very expeditious in regaining our ftation, where we got the zyth at noon, yet, 
in plying on and off till the 6th of Oftobcr, we 
had not the good fortune to difcover a fail of any 
fort: and then, having loft all hopes of meeting 
with better fortune by a longer ftay, we made 
fail to the leeward of the port, in order to join 
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our prizes ; but, when we arrived off the high- 
land, where they were direfted :o cruife, we did 
not find them, though we continued there four 
or five days. We fuppofed that fome chace had 
occafioned their leaving their ftation, and there- 
fore we proceeded down the coaft to the highland 
of Nafca, which was the fecond rendezvous, 
where Captain Saunders was dire£ted to join us. 
Here we got on the 2ift, and were in great ex- 
pectation of falling in with fome of the enemy’s 
vefiels, as both the accounts of former voyages, 
and the information of our prifoners, aflured us, 
that all fiiips bound to Callao conftantly make 
this land, to prevent the danger of running to the 
leeward of the port. But notwithftanding the 
advantages of this ftation, we faw no fail till the 
2d of November, when two ftiips appeared in 
fight together} v e immediately gave them chace, 
and foon perceived that they were the Tryal’s 
and the Centurion’s prizes. As they had the 
wind of us, w-e brought to and waited their co- 
ming up} when Captain Saunders came on board 
us, and acquainted the Commodore that he had 
cleared the Tryal purfuant to his orders, and ha- 
ving fcuttled her, he remained by her till Ihe 
funk, but that it was the 4th of OClober before 
this was effected } for there ran fo large and hol- low a fea, that the Hoop having neither marts nor 
fails to fteddy her, rolled and pitched fo violently, 
that it was impolfible for a boat to lie along-fide 
of her for the greateft part of the time : and du- 
ring this attendance on the floop, they were all 
driven fo far to the north-weft, that they were 
afterwards obliged to ftretch a long way to the 
weftward to regain the ground they had loft, 
which was the reafon that we had not met with them on their ftation, as we expe&ed. We 
found they had not been more fortunate on their 
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eruife than we were, for they had feen no veflel 
Cnee they feparated from us. The little fuccefs 
we all had, and our certainty, that had any Clips 
been ftirring in thefe feas, for fome time palt, 
we mull have met with them, made us believe, 
that the enemy at Valparaifo, on the miffing of 
the two Clips we had taken, had fufpedled us to 
be in the neighbourhood, and had confequently 
laid an embargo on all the trade in the fouthern 
parts. We likewife apprehended that they might 
by this time be fitting out the men ot war at 
Callao; as we knew that it was no uncommon 
thing for an exprefs from Valparaifo to reach 
Lima in twenty-nine or thirty days, and it was 
now more than fifty fince we had taken our firft 
prize. Thefe apprehenfions nf an embargo along- 
the coaft, and of the equipment of the Spaniih 
fquadron at Callao, determined the Commodore 
to haften down to the leeward of Callao, and to 
join captain Mitchell (who was ftationed off 
Paita) as foon as poffible, that our ftrength being 
united, we might be prepared to give the Clips 
from Callao a warm reception, if they dared to 
put to fea. With this view we bore away the 
fame afternoon, taking particular care to keep at 
fuch a diftance from the Ciore, that there might 
be no danger of our being difeover jd from thence; 
for we knew that all the country-Ciips were com- 
manded, under the fevereft penalty, not to fail 
by the port of Callao without Copping ; and as 
this order was conCantly complied with, we 
fliould undoubtedly be known for enemies, if we 
were feen to aft contrary to it In this new na- 
vigation, not being certain whether we might 
not meet the Spanifh fquadron in our route, the 
Commodore took on board the Centurion part of his crew, with which he had formerly manned 
the Carmelo. And now handing to the norths 

Ta 
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ward, we, before'Jiight came on, had a view of 
the fmall ifland called St Gallan, which bote ■ from us N. N. E. •§■ E. about feVen leagues diftaift. 
This ifland li^s in the latitude of about fourteen 
degrees fouth, and about five miles to the north- 
ward of a highland called Morro Veijo, or, The 
Old Man’s Head. I mention this ifland and the 
highland near it, more particularly,, beCttufe be- 
tween them is the molt eligible ftation orr that 
coafl: for cruifing upon the enemy; as hereabouts 
all (hips bound to Callao, whether from the north- 
ward or the fouthward, run well in with the 
land. By the 5th of November, at three in the afternoon, we were advanced within view of the 
highland of Barranca, lying in the latitude of 
io°: 36’ fouth, bearing from us N. E. by E. di- 
ftant eight or nine leagues; and an hour and an 
half afterwards, we had the fatisfa&ion fo long 
wifhed for, of feeing a fail. She firit appeared 
to leeward, and we all immediately gave her 
chace; but the Centurion fo much outfailed the 
two prizes, that we foon ran them out of fight, 
and gained confiderably on the chace : however, 
night coming on before we came up with her, we 

- about feven o’clock Ipft fight of her, and were in 1 fome perplexity what courfe to fteer; but at laft 
Mr Anfon refolved, as we were then before the 
wind, to keep all bis fails fet, and not to change 
his courfe; for though we had no doubt but the 
chace would alter her courfe in the night, yet, 
as it was uncertain what tack fhe would go upon, 
it was thought prudent to keep on our courfe, as 
we muft by this means unavoidably come near 
her, rather than to change it on conjecture; 
when, if we fhould miftake, we muft infallibly 
lofe her.' Thus then we continued the chace.a- bout an hour and an half in the dark, fome one 
or Other1 kui board us ccnftantly imagining they 
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•difcerned her fails right a-head of us ; but ait 
length Mr Brett, out fecond lieutenant, did really 
dtfcOver her about four points on the lar-board 
bow, fteering off to the fea-ward : we immediate- 
ly clapped the helm a-weather, and Rood for her; 
and in lefs than an hour came up with her, and 
having fired fourteen fliot at her, Ihe {truck. Our 
third lieutenant, Mr Dennis, was fent in the 
boat with fixteen men, to take pofleflion of the 
prize, and to return the prifoners to our {hip. 
This vefl'el was named the Santa Terefa de Jefus, 
built at Guaiaquil, of about three hundred tons 
burden, and was commanded by Bartolome Ur- 
runaga, a Bifcayer : fhe was bound from Guaia- 
quil to Callao ; her loading confifted of timber, 
cocao, coco-nuts tobacco, hides, Pito thread, (which is very ftrong, and is made of a fpecies 
of grafs) Quito cloth, wax, <&c. The fpecies on 
board her was inconfiderable, being principally 
fmall filver-money,: and not amounting to more 
than L. 17c Sterling. It is true, her cargo was 
of great value, could we have difpofed of it: but 
the Spaniards having ftritt orders never to ran- 
fom their {hips; all the goods that we took in 
thefe feas, except what little we had occafion for 
ourfelves, were of no advantage to us. Indeed, though we could make no profit thereby ourfelves, 
it was fome fatisfattion to us to eonfider, that it 
was fo much really loft to the enemy, and that 
the difpoiling them was no contemptible branch 
of that fervice in which we were now employed 
by our country. 

Befides our prize’s crew, which amounted to 
forty-five hands, there were on board her ten paf- 
fengers, confifting of four men and three women, who were natives of the Country, born of Spanifh 
parents, together with three black Haves that at- 
tended them. The women were a-mother and 
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her two daughters, the eldeft about twenty-on?, 
and the youngeft about fourteen. It is not to be 
wondered at, that women of thefe years ftiould 
be exceffively alarmed at the falling into the hands 
of an enemy, whom,' from the former outrages 
.of the buccaneers, and by the artful infinuations 
of their priefts, they had been taught to confider 
as the molt terrible and brutal of all mankind. 
Thefe apprehenfions, too, were, in the prefent inftance, exaggerated by the Angular beauty of 
the youngeft of the women, and the riotous dif- polition which they might well expert to find in 
a fet of failors who had not feen a woman for 
near a twelvemonth. Full of thefe terrors, the 
women all hid themfelves upon our officer’s co- 
ming on board, and when they were found out, 
it was with great difficulty that he could perfuade 
them to approach the light; however, he foon 
fatisfied them, by the humanity of his conducl, 
and by his affurances of their future fecurity 
and honourable treatment, that they had nothing 
to fear. Nor were thefe affurances of the officer invalidated in the fequel; for the Commodore 
being informed of the matter, fent dire&ions 
that they ffiould be continued on board their own 
Ihip, with the ufe of the fame apartments, and 
with all the other conveniencies they had enjoyed 
before, giving ftri<3: orders that they ftiould re- 
ceive no kind of inquietude or moleftation what- 
ever. And that they might be the more certain 
of having thefe orders complied with, or have 
the means of complaining if they were not, the 
Commodore permitted the pilot, who, in Spaniflr 
{hips, is generally the fecond perfon on board, to flay with them as their guardian and protedlor. 
The pilot was particularly chofen for this pur- 
pofe by Mr Anfon, as he feemed to be extreme- 
ly interefted in all that concerned the women, 
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and had at firft declared that he was married to 
the youngeft of them; though it afterwards ap- 
peared, both from the information of the reit of 
the prifoners, and other circumftances, that h$ 
aflerted this with a view the better to fe< ure them 
from the infults they expe&ed on their firft fail- 
ing into our hands. By this compaffionate and indulgent behaviour of the Commodore, the con- 
fternation of our female prifoners entirely fubfi- ded, and they continued eafy and chearful during 
the whole time they were with us, as I ihall have 
pccafion to mention more particularly hereafter. 

I have before obferved, that, at the beginning 
of this chace, the Centurion ran her two conforts out of fight, on which account we lay by all the 
night, after we had taken the prize, for Captain 
Saunders and Lieutenant Saumarez to join us, firing guns, and making falfe fires every half 
hour, to prevent their palling by us unobferved; 
but they were fo far a-ftern, that they neither 
heard nor faw any of our fignals, and were not 
able to come up with us till broad day-light. 
When they had joined us, we proceeded together 
to the northward, being now four fail in com- 
pany. vve here found the fea, for many miles 
round us, of a beautiful red colour. This, upon 
examination, we imputed to an immenfe quan- 
tity of fpawn fpread upon its furface ; for taking 
up fome of the water in a wine-glafs, it foon 
changed from a dirty afped to a clear chryftal, with only fome red globules of a flimy nature float- 
ing on the top. At prefent, having a fupply of 
timber on board our new prize, the Commodore 
ordered our boats to be repaired, and a fwivel 
gun-ftock to be fixed in the bow both of the barge 
and pinnace, in order to increafe their force, in 
cafe we Ihould be obliged to have recourfe to them 
for boarding Ihips, or for any attempts on fbore. 
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As we flood from hence to the northward, no- 

thing remarkable occurred for two or three days, 
though we fpread our fliips in fuch a manner, 
that it was not probable any vefTel of the enemy 
could efcape us. In our run along this coafl, we 
generally obfer ved, that there was a current which 
fet us to the northward at the rate of ten or 
twelve miles each day. And now being in about 
eight degrees of fourh latitude, we began to be 
attended with vaft numbers of flying fiih and bo- ; 
nitos, which were the fir ft we faw after our de* 
parture from the coaft of Brazil. But it is re* 
markable, that on the eaft fide of South America, 
they extended to a much higher latitude than | 
they do on the weft fide;' for we did not lofe ] 
them on the coaft of Brazil till we approached 
the fbutherh tropic. The reafon for this diver- 
fity is doubtlefs the different degrees of heat ob- 
taining in the fame latitude on different fides of 
that continent. And on this bccafibn, I muft beg 
leave to make a fliort digreflion on the heat and 
cold of different climates, and on the varieties 
which occur in the fame place in different parts 
of the year, and in different places in the fame 
degree of latitude. 

The ancients conceived, that of the five zones, 
into which they divided the furface of the globe, 
two only were fi'aTntable, fuppofmg that the heat 
between the tropics,' and the cold within the po- 
lar circles, weye too intenfe to be fupported by mankind. The falfehood of this reafoning has 
been long- evinced ; but the particular compari- 
fons of the heat and cold of thefe various cli- 
mates has as yet been very imperfe&ly confider- 
ed: however, enough is known fafely to deter- 
mine this pofition, that all places between the 
tropics are far from being the hotteft on the globe, 
as many of thofe within the pobar circles are far 
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from enduring that extreme degree of cold to 
which their fitu'ation fliould feem to fubje£l them; 
that is to fay, that the temperature of a place de- 
pends much more upon other circumftances than 
upon its dillance from the pole, or its proximity 
to the equino&ial. 

This propofition relates to the general tempe-' 
rature of places, taking the whole year round; 
and in this fenfc it cannot be denied that the city 
of London, for inftance, enjoys much warmer 
feafons than- the bottom of.Hudfon’s Bay, which 
is nearly in the fame latitude with it; but where 
the feverity of the-winter is fo great, that it will 
fcarcely permit the hardiefl: of our garden-plants 
to live. And if th? comparifon be made between 
the coaft of Brazil and the weilern-flaore of South 
America, as, for example, betwixt Bahia and 
lama, the difference will be ftill more confider- 
able ; for though the coaft of Brazil is extremely 
fultry, yet the coaft of the South Seas in the fame 
latitude is perhaps as temperate and tolerable as 
any part of the globe; fince in ranging along it 
we did not once meet with fo warm weather as is frequent in a fummer’s day in England; which 
was ftill the more remarkable, as there never fell 
any rains to refrefh and cool the air. 

The caufes of this terpperature. in the South 
Seas are not difficult to be alEgned, and (hall be 
hereafter mentioned. I am now only felicitous 
to. eftabliflt the. truth of this, affertion, that the 
latitude of- a place alone is no rule whereby to judge of the degree of heat and cold which ob- 
tains there. Perhaps this pofition might be more 
briefly confirmed, by obferving, that, on the tops 
of the Andes, though under the equinodfial, the • fnow never melts the whole year round ; a cri- 
terion of cold ftronger than what is known to 
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take place in many parts far removed within the 
polar circle. 

I have hitherto confidered the temperature of 
the air all the year through, and the grofs efti- 
mations of heat and cold which every one makes from his own fenfation. If this matter be exa- 
mined by means of thermometers, which, in re- 
fpe£t to the abfolute degree of heat and cold, are 
doubtlefs the moft unerring evidences ; if this be 
done, the refult will be indeed moft wonderful; 
fince it will hence appear, that the heat in very 
high latitudes, as at Peterftmrgh, for inftance, is 
at particular times much greater than any that 
has been hitherto obferved between the tropics; 
and that even at‘London, in the year 1746, there 
was the part of one day confiderably hotter than 
what was at any time felt by a ftiip of Mr Anfon’s 
fquadron, in running from hence to Cape Horn 
and back again, and paffing twice under the fun ; 
for in the nimmer of that year, the thermometer 
in London (being one of thofe graduated accord- 
ing to the method of Farenheit) ftood once at 7 8°; 
and the greateft height at which a thermometer 
of the fame kind ftood in the foregoing ftiip, I 
find to be 760: this was at St Catharine’s, in the 
latter end of December, when the fun was with- 
in about three degrees of the vertex. And as to 
Peterfburgh, I find, by the afts of the academy 
eftablifhed there, that in the year 1734, on the 
20th and the 25th of July, the thermometer rofe 
to 98p in the {hade, that is, it was twenty-two 
divifions higher than it was found to be at St 
Catharine’s ; which is a degree of heat, that, 
were it not authorifed by the regularity and cir- cumfpeftion with which the obfervations feem 
to have been made, would appear altogether in- 
credible 

If it fliould be aiked, how it comes to pafs then. 
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that the heat, in many places between the tropics, 
is efteemed To violent and infufferable, when it 
appears, by thefe inftances, that it is fometimes 
rivalled or exceeded in very high latitudes, not far 
from the polar circle ? I (hould anfwer, that the 
eftimation of heat, in any particular place, ought 
not to be founded upon that degree of heat which 
may now and then obtain there, but is rather to 
be deduced from the medium obferved in a whole 
feafon, or perhaps, in a whole year: and in thi$ 
light, it will eafily appear how much more in- 
tenfe the fame degree of heat may prove, by be- 
ing long continued without remarkable variation. 
For inftance, in comparing together St Catha- 
rine’s and Peterfburgh, we will fuppofe the fum- 
mer heat at St Catharine’s to be 76°, and the win- 
ter heat to be twenty divifions fhort of it: I do not make ufe of this lafl conjecture upon fufficient 
obfervation ; but I am apt to fufpedt that the al- 
lowance is full large. Upon this fuppofition then, 
the medium heat all the year round will be 66®, 
and this, perhaps, by night as well as day, with 
no great variation. Now, thofe who have attend- 
ed to thermometers will readily own, that a con- 
tinuation of this degree of heat for a length of 
time would, by the generality of mankind, be 
ftlled violent and fuffocating. But at Peterlburgh, 
though a few times in the year, the heat, by the 
thermometer, may be confiderably greater than 
at St Catharine’s ; yet, as at other times, the cold 
is immenfely lharper, the medium for a year, or even for one feafon only, would be far ihort of 
66®. For I find that the thermometer at Peterf- 
burgh is at leall five times greater, from its high- 
ell to its lowelt point, than what I have fuppofed 
to take place at St Catharine’s. 

Befides this eftimation of the heat of a place, 
by taking the medium for a confiderable time to- 

U 
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^ether, there is another circumftanee which will 
flill augtnent the apparent heat of the warmer 
climates, and diminifh that of the colder, though 
I do,not remember to have feen it remarked in any 
author. To explain myfelf more diftindfly up- 
on this head, I muft obferve, that the meafure 
of abfolute heat, marked by the thermometer, is 
not the certain criterion of the fenfation of heat j 
w ith which human bodies are afFedled : for, as the 
jwefence and perpetual fucceffion of freih air is ^ 
neceflary to our refpiration, fo there is a fpecies j 
of tainted or ftagnated air often produced by the j 
continuance of great heats, which, being iefs i 
proper for refpiration, never fails to excite in us | 
an idea of fultrinefs and fuffocating warmth, p 
much beyond what the heat of the air alone, <iip- j 
poling it pure and agitated, would ocealion. 
Hence it . follows, that the mere infpe&ion of the 
thermometer will never determine the heat which 
the human body feels from this caufe: and hence j it follows'too, that the heat in moll places be- 
tween the tropics, mull be much more trouble- 
fome und uneafy than the fame degree of abfo- 
lute heat in a high latitude : for the equability 
and duration of the tropical heat contribute to impregnate the air with a multitude of fleams 
and vapours from the foil and wrater; and thefe 
being, many of them, of an impure and noxious 
kind, and being not eafily removed, by reafonof 
the regularity of the w inds in thofe parts, which 
only fliift the exhalations from place to place, W'ithout difperfing them, the atmofphere is, by 
this means, rendered lefs capable of fupporting the animal functions, and mankind are conse- 
quently affe&ed with wdiat they ftile a moft in- 
tenfe and Hilling heat: whereas, in the higher 
latitudes; thefe vapours are probably railed in 
/mailer quantities, and the irregularity and vio~ 
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Icnce of the winds frequently difperfe them ; fo 
that the air being in general pure, and lefs ftag- nant, the fame degree of abfolute heat is not at- 
tended with that uneafy and fuffocating fenfation. 
This may fuffice, in general, with rei'pe£t to the 
prefent fpeculation : but I cannot help •wifhing, as it is a fubjedl; in which mankind, efpecially 
travellers of all forts, are very much interefted, 
that it were more thoroughly and accurately ex- 
amined, and that all (hips, bound to the warmer climates, would furnith themfelves with thermo- 
meters of a known fabric, and would obferve 
them daily, and regifter their obfervations :> for, 
eonfidering the turn to philofophical inquiries, 
which has obtained in Europe for the lalt four- 
fcore years, it is incredible how very rarely any thing of this kind hath been attended to. As to 
my own part, I do not recolleft that I have ever 
feen any obfervations of the heat and cold, either 
in the Eaft or Weft-Indies, which were made by 
marinfers or officers of vefl’elsi except thofe made 
by Mr Anfon’s order, on board the Centurion, 
and by Captain Legg, on board the Severn, which 
was another ffiip of our fquadron. 

This digreflion I have been, in fome meafure, drawminto, by the confideration of the fine wea- 
tiher we met with on the coaft of Peru, even un- 
der the equinoctial itfelf; but the particularities 
of this weather I have not yet deferibed : I fhall now therefore add, that, in this climate,' every circumftance concurred that cou'd make the o- 
pem air and the day-light defirabie. For, in o- ther countries j'the foorching heat of the fun, in 
fummer, renders the greater part of the day un-* 
apt either for labour-or amufement; and the fre- quent rains are not lefs troublefome in the more 
temperate parts of the^ear,- But in this'hnppy 
climate the fun rarely appears ; not that the nea- 



244 ANSON’s V O Y A G E Book II. 
vens have, at any time, a dark and gloomy look, ' 
for there is conflantly a chearful grey iky, juft 1 
fufficient to fcreen the fun, and to mitigate the 
violence of its perpendicular rays, without ob- 
fcuring the air, or tinging the day-light with an 
unpleafant or melancholy hue. By this means 
•all parts of the day are proper for labour or ex- 
ercife abroad, nor is there wanting that refreih- j 
ment and pleafmg refrigeration of the air which 
is fometimes produced in other climates by rains : 
for here the fame effeft is brought about by the 
frefti breezes from the cooler regions to the 
fouthward. It is reafonable to fuppofe, that this 
fortunate complexion of the heavens is principal- 
ly owing to the neighbourhood of thofe vaft hills 
called the Andes, which, running nearly parallel 
to the fhore, and at a fmall diftance from it, and 
extending themfelves immenfely higher than any 
other mountains upon the globe, form upon their 
fides and declivities a prodigious tra£t: of country, 
where, according to the different approaches to 
the fummit, all kinds of climates may, at all 
feafons of the year, be found. Thefe moun- 
tains, by intercepting great part of the eaftern 
v/inds, which generally blow over the continent 
of .touth America, and by cooling that part of 
the air whkh forces its way over their tops, and 
by keeping, befides, a large portion of the at- 
mofphere perpetually cool, from its contiguity to the fnows with which they are covered ; thefe 
hills, thus fpreading the influence of their frozen 
crefts to the neighbouring coafts and feas of Peru, 
are doubtlefs the caufe of the temperature and 
equability which conftantly prevail there. For when we were advanced beyond the equinodKal, 
where thefe mountains left us, and had nothing 
to fcreen us to the eaftward, but the high lands 
©n the ifthmus of Panama, which are but mole 
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hills to the Andes, we then foon found, that, in 
a fhort run, we had totally changed our climate, 
palling in two or three days, from the temperate 
air of Peru, to the fultry burning atmofphere of 
the Weft-Indies. But it is time to return to our 
narration. 

On the 1 oth of November, we were three leagues 
fouth of the fouthermoft ifland of Lobos, lying 
in the latitude of 6° : 27' fouth. There are two 
iflands of this name; this called Lobos de la Mar; 
and another, which isfituated to the northward of 
it, very much refembling it in fliape and appear- 
ance, and often miftaken for it, called Lobos de 
Tierra. We were now drawing near to the fta- 
tion appointed to the Gloucefter, for which rea- 
fon, fearing to mifs her, we made an eafy fail all 
night. The next morning, at day-break, we faw 
a fhip in ftiore, and to windward, plying up the 
coaft. She had palled by us with the favour of ■the night, and we foon perceiving her not to be 
the Gloucefter, got our tacks on board and gave 
her chace; but it proving very little wind, fo that 
neither of us could make much way, the Com- 
modore ordered the barge, his pinnace, and the 
Tryals’s pinnace, to be manned and armed, and to purfue the chace, and board her. Lieutenant Brett, who commanded the barge, came up with 
her firft, about nine o’clock, and, running along 
fide of her, he fired a volley of fmall Ihot between 
the malls, juft over the heads of the people on 
board, and then inftamly entered with the great- 
eft part of his men ; but the enemy made no re- 
finance, being fufficiently frightened by the daz- 
zling of the cutlafles, and the volley they had 
juft received. Lieutenant Brett ordered the fails 
to be trimmed, and bore down to the Commo- 
dore, taking up, in his way, the two pinnaces. 
When he was got within about four miles of us. 
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he put off in the barge, bringing with him a 
number of the prisoners, who had given him fome- 
marerial intelligence, u hich he was defirous the' 
Commodore fliould be acquainted with as foon as 
poflible. On his arrival we learned, that the prize' 
was called Neuftra Senera del Carmin, of about' 
two hundred and feventy tons burden : {he was 
commanded by Marcos Morena, a native of Ve- 
nice, and had on board forty-three mariners : fhe 
was deep laden with fteel, iron, wax, pepper, cedar, plank, fnuff, rofarios, European bale-goods, 
powder-blue cinnamon, Romifh indulgences, 
and other fpecies of merchandifer: and though 
this cargos in ourprefent circumftanceS, was but 
of little value to us, yet, with refpe£I to the Spa- 
niards, it was the moll confiderable capture we 
had made in this part of the world ; for it a- 
mounted to upwards of 406,000 dollars prime' Coll at Panama^ This fhip was bound to Callao,5 

and had Hopped at Paita in her paflage, to take; 
in a recruit of'water and provifions, havingdeft 
that place not above twenty-four hours before Ihe 
fell into oui hands. 

I have mentioned, that Mr Brett had received 
fome important intelligence, which he endeavour- 
ed to let the Comiinodore know immediately.-The 
firft perlon he learned it from (though, upon fur- 
ther examination, it was confirmed by the other 
prifoners) was ond John Williams, an Jrilhman, 
whom he found on board the Spanifh vefl’el. Wil- 
liams was a Papift, who worked his paflage from 
Cadiz, and had travelled over all the kingdom of 
Mexico as a pedlar. He pretended, that, by his bufinefs, he had once got- 4 or 5000 dollars ; but 
that he was enrharrailed by the priefts, who knew; 
he had momJy* and was at laft ftripped of every thing he had. He was indeed at prefent all in rags, 
being but juft got out of Taira goal, where he had" 
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| been confined for fomc mifdemeanour: he ex- 
| prefl'ed great joy upon feeing his countrymen, and 
[ immediately told them, that, a few days before, 

a veflel came into Paita, where the mafter of her 
informed the Governor, that he had been chafed 
in the offing by a very large {hip, which, from her 

' - fize, and the colour of her fails, he was perfuad- 
ed mull be one of the Englifh fquadron ; this we 
then conjectured to have been the Gloucefler, as 
we afterwards found it was. The Governor, 
upon examining the mafter, was fully fatisfied 
of his relation, and immediately fent away an 
.exprefs to Lima, to acquaint the viceroy there- 
with: and the royal officer refiding at Paita, ap- 
prchenfive of a vifit from the Englilh, had, from 
his firft hearing of this news, been bufily em- 
ployed in removing the king’s treafure and his 
own to Piura, a town within land, about four- 
teen leagues diftant. We further learned, from our priToners, that there was a very confulerable 
.Turn of money,; belonging to fome merchants of 
Luna, that was now lodged in the cuftom-houfe at Paita, and that this was intended .to be {hip- 
ped on board a veffel which was then in the port 
of Paita, and was preparing to fail with the ut- 
moft expedition, being bound for the bay of Son- 
fonnate, on the coaft of Mexico, in order to pur- 
chafe a part of the cargo of the Manila {hip As 
the veflel on which the money was to be fhipped, 
was efteemed a prime failor, and had juft received a new coat of tallow on her bottom, and might, 
in the opinion of the prifoners, be able to fail the 
fucceeding morning, the chara&er they gave 
of her left us little reafon to believe, that our 
fhip, which had been in the water near two years, 
could have any chance of coming up with her, if 
we once fuffered her to efcape out of the port. 
Therefore, as we were now difcovered, and the 
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coaft would be foon alarmed, and as our cruifing 
in thefe parts any longer would anfwer no pur- 
pofe, the Commodore refolved to endeavour to 
furprife the place, having firft minutely inform- 
ed himfelf of its ftrength a/id condition, and be- 
ing fully fatisfied that there was little danger of 
lofing many of our men in the attempt. This 
attack on Paita, befides the treafure it promifed 
us, and its being the only enterprife it was in our 
power to undertake, had thefe other advantages 
attending it, that we fliould in all probability, fup- 
ply ourfelves with great quantities of live provi- 
fion, of which we were at this time in want; 
and that we ihould likewife have an opportunity 
of fetting our prifoners on {hop, who were now 
very numerous, and made a greater confumption 
of our food than our flock that remained was ca- 
pable of furniflring Jong. In all thefe lights the 
attempt was a moft eligible one, and what our 
necefuties, our fituation, and every prudential 
confideration, prompter! us to. How it fucceed- 
ed, and how far it anfwered our expectations, 
Ihall be the fubject of the following.chapter. 

END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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CHAP. VI. 
the taking of Paita, and our proceedings 

there. 
THE town qf ,Paita is fituated in.the latitude 

of 5°: ri' fouth, on a molt barren foil,, 
competed only pf fand and flate : tlie extent of 
it, (as may.be feen in the plan of it), is but fmail, 
containing, in all, lefs than two hundred families. 
The homes are only ground-floors; the walls 
built of fplit cane and mud, and the roofs thatqh* 
ed with leaves. Thefe edifices, though extreme- 
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ly flight, are abundantly fufficient for a climate 
where rain is confidered as a prodigy, and is not 
feen in many years ; fo that it is faid, a fmall 
quantity of rain falling in this country in the 
year 1728, ruined a great number of buildings, 
which mouldered away, and, is it \Wre, melted 
before it. The inhabitants of Paita are princi- 
pally Indians and. black flaves, or at-leaft a mixed 
breed, the whites being very few. The port of 
Paita, though in reality little more than a bay, 
is efteemed the belt on that part of the co.aft, and 
is indeed a very fecure and commodious anchor- 
age. It is greatly frequented by all vefiels co- 
ming from the north, lince here only the ftiips 
from Acapulco, Sonfonnate, Realeijo, and Pana- 
ma, can touch and refrelh in their paffage to 
Callao: and the length of thefe voyages (the 
wind for the greateft part of the year bein| full 
againfl: them) renders it impoflible to perform 
them without calling upon the-coafl; fora recruit 
of frefh water. It is trug, Paita is fituated on 
fo parched a fpot, that it does not itfelf furnifh 
a drop of frefh water, or any kind of greens or 
prbvifions, except fifh, and a few goats; but there 
is an Indian town, called Colan, about two or 
three leagues diftant^.to the nprthtvard, from- 
whence water,' maize, greens, fowls, 6r. are 
conveyed to Paita on balfas or floods, foj the cop- 
veniency of the fhips that touch here ; and cat- 
tle are fometimes brought from Piura, a town 
which lies about fourteen leagn.es up in thp coun- 
try- The water fetched from Colan is whitifh, and or a difagreeablC appearance, but is laid to be very 
wholefome ; for it is,pretended by the inhabi- 
tants, that it runs through large woods of larfa- parilla, and is f^nfibly impregnated therewith- 
This port of Paita, bendes furnitfiing the north- 
ern trade bouncj to Callao with water and uccef- 
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faries, is the ufual pHee where pafTerrgers from 
Acapulco or Panama, bound to Lima, difem- bark; for as it is two hundred leagues from 
hence to Callao, the port of Lima, and as the 
wind is generally contrary, the paflage by fca is 
Tery tedious and fatiguing, but by land there is a 
tolerable good road, parallel to the coaft, with 
many ftations and villages for the accommodation 
of travellers. 

It appears by the plan, that the town of Paita 
is itfelf an open place •, fo that its foie prOteftioii 
ind defence is the fort marked (B) in the plan, 
plate the twenty-third. It wns of confequence 
to us to be well informed of the fabric and (Length of this fort; and, from the examination 
of. out prifoners, we found, that thete were 
eight pieces of cannon mounted in it, but that it 
had neither ditch, nor outwork, being furrounded 
by a plain brick wall; and that the garrifon con- 
fided of only one wxak company, though the 
town itfelf might poffibly arm three hundred men 
more. Mr Anfon having informed hitpfelf of the (Length of the 'place, refolved. (as hath been faid 
in the preceding chapter) to attempt it that very, 
night. We were then about twelve leagues di- 
(lant fr.9m.the (bore, far enough, to prevent o,ur‘ 
being difeovered, yet not fo far but that, by ma- 
king all the fail we could, we might arrive in the 
bay with our (hips long before day-break. How- 
ever, the Commodore prudently confidered, that 
this would he an improper method of proceeding, 
as our (hips being fuch large bodies, might be 
eafily feen at a dilLnce, even in the night, and 
might thereby alarm the inhabitants, ^nd give 
them an opportunity of removing their valuable 
effeHs. He therefore, as the (Length of the 
place did not require our whole f*orce; rcfclv'ed' 
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to attempt it with our boats only, ordering the 
eighteen-oared barge, and our own and the Try- 
al’s pinnaces, on that fervice; and having pick- 
ed out fifty-eight men to man them, well furnifli- 
ed with arms and ammunition, he intrufted the 
command of the expedition to Lieutenant Brett, 
and gave him his necefiary orders. And the bet- 
tef to prevent the difappointment and confufion 
which might arife from the darknefs of the night, 
and from the ignorance of the ftreets and palTa- 
ges of the place, two of the Spanilh pilots were ordered to attend the Lieutenant, who were to 
eondufl him to the moft convenient landing-place, 
and were afterwards to be his guides on Ihore; 
and that we might have the greater fecurky for 
their behaviour on this occafion, the Commodore 
took care to allure our prifoners, that they fhould 
all of them be releafed and fet on Ihore at this 
place, provided the pilots a£ted faithfully; but 
in cafe of any-mifcofidufl or treachery, he threat- 
ened that the pilots Ihould be inllantly Ihot, and 
that he w'ould carry the reft of the Spaniards who 
were on board him, prifoners to England. So 
that the prifoners themfelves were interefted in 
our fuccefs, and therefore we had no reafon to 
fufpeft our conduflors either of negligence or 
perfidy. 

On this occafion, I cannot but remark a lingular 
circumftance of one of the pilots employed by us 
in this bufinefs. It feems (as we afterwards 
learned) he had been taken by Captain Clipperton 
above twenty years before, and had been ob- liged to lead Clipperton and his people to the 
furprife of Truxillo, a town within land, to the 
fouthward of Paita, where however he contrived 
to alarm his countrymen, and to fave them, tho* the place was carried and pillaged. Now, that 
the.only two attempts on fiiore, which were made 
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at fo long an interval from each other, Ihould be 
guided by the fame perfon, and he too a prifoner 
both times, and forced upon the employ contrary 
to his inclination, is an incident fo very extraor- 
dinary, that I could not help mentioning it. But 
to return to the matter in hand. During our preparations, the {hips themfelves 
Rood towards the port with all the fail they could 
make, being fecure that we were yet at too great a 
diftance to be feen. But about ten o’clock at night, 
the fliips being then within five leagues of the 
place, Lieutenant Brett, with the boats under 
his command, put off and arrived in the mouth 
of the bay, without being difeovered, though no 
fooner had he entered it, than fame of the peo- 
ple, on board a vefiel riding at anchor there, per- 
ceived him, who inftantly getting into their boat, 
rowed towards the fort, ihouting and crying, The 
EngHJhy The Englijb dogs! &c. by which the 
whole town was fuddenly alarmed, and our peo- 
ple foon obferved feveral lights hurrying back- 
wards and forwards in the fort, and other marks 
of the inhabitants being in great motion. Lieu- 
tenant Brett on this, encouraged his men to pull 
brilkly up, that they might give the enemy as 
little time as poffible to prepare for their defence. 
However, before our boats could reach the fhore, 
the people in the fort had got ready fame of their cannon, and pointed them towards the landing- 
place ; and though, in the darknefs of the nighty 
it might be well fuppofed that chance had a greater {hare than Ikill in their dire£fcion, yet the 
firft {hot pafled extremely near one of the boats, 
whiftling juft over the heads of the crew. This 
made our people redouble their efforts, fo that they had reached the fliore, and were in part dlf- 
embarked by the time the fecond gun fired. As 
foon as our men landed, they were conduced by 
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one of the Spanifh pilots to the entrance of a nar- 
row ftreet, not above fifty yards diftant from the 
beach, where they were covered from the fire of 
the fort; and being formed in the belt manner 
the Ihortnefs of the time would allow, they im- 
mediately marched for the parade, which was a 
large fquare at the end'of this ftreet, .the fort be- 
ing one fide of the fquare, and the Governor’s 
Itoufe another, as may be leen more diftimflly in 
the plan, where likewife, the road they took 
from their landing to the fort, is marked out by 
a.pricked line. In this march, (though perform- 
ed with tolerable regularity) the Ihouts and cla- 
mours of threefcore failcrs, who had been con- 
fined fo long on (hip-board, and were now for 
the firft time on fhore in an enemy’s country, 
joypus as they alyvay.s are when they land, and 
animated befides, it} the prefent cafe, with the 
hopes of an immenfe pillage; the huzzas, I fay, 
of this fpirited detachment, joined with the noife 
of their drums, and favoured by the night, had augmented their numbers in the opinion of the 
enemy, to at leaft three hundred; by which per- 

, fuafion the inhabitants were fo greatly intimi- 
dated, that they were much more folicitous about 
the means of flight than of refiftance; fo that though, upon entering the parade, our people 
received a volley from the merchants, who own- 
ed the tteafure then in the town, and who, with 
a few. others, had ranged themfelves in a gallery 
lhat ran round the Governor’s houfe,yet that port 
was immediately abandoned upon the firft fire 
made by our people, who were thereby left in 
quiet pofleflion of the parade. 

On this fuccefs, Lieutenant Brett divided his 
men into two parties, ordering one of them to 
furround the Governor’s houfe, and, if poffible, 
to fecure the Governor, whilft be bimfelf, at the 



CHapr. vi. round; the world. 9 
head of the other, marched to the fort with an 
intent to force it. But, contrary to his expe&a- 
tiort, he entered it without oppofltion j for the 
enemy, on his approach, abandoned it, and 
made their efcape over the walls. By this 
means the whole place was maftered in lefs than 
a quarter ef an hour’s, time from the firft land- 
ing, and wjth no other lofs than that of one man 
killed on Xhe fpot, and two wounded; one of 
which was the Spanilh pilot of the Terefa, who 
received a flight bruife, by a ball which grazed 
on his wrift. Indeed another of the company, 
the hpnourable Mr Kepple, fon to the Earl of Albema/le, had a very narrow efcape ; for, hav- 
ing on . a jockey cap, one fide of the peak was 
fhaved off, clofe to his temple, by a ball, which, 
however, did him no other injury. 

Lieutenant Brett, when he had thus far hap- 
pily fucceeded, placed a guard at the forti and an- 
other at the Governor s houfe, and appointed 
centinels at all the avenues of the town, both to 
prevent any furprife from the enemy, and to fe- 
cure the effefts ii^the place from being; embez- 
zled, This being done, his next care was to feize 
on the cuftom-houfe, where.the treafure lay, and to examine if any of the inhabitants remain- 
ed in the town, that he might know what farther 
precautions it was neceflary to take : but he foon 
found that the numbers left behind were no- 
ways formidable ; for fhe gfeateft part of them 
(being in bed when the place, was fueprifed) had 
run away with fo muchjprecipitation, that they 
had not given themfelves time Co put onfheiV 
clothes. In this general rout the Governor was 
not the lall to fecure himfelf; for he fled betimes 
half, naked, leaving hi^, wife, a young lady of 
about Jeyent^en years of age-, to whom he had 
bcftn mairrigti but tfertfeftfj&iuf days;behind him;< 
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though fhe too was afterwards carried off in her 
fnift by a couple of centiuels, juft as the detach- 
ment, ordered to inveft the houfe, arrived before 
it- This efcape of the Governor was an un- 
pleafing circumftance, as Mr Anfon had parti- 
cularly recommended it to Lieutenant Brett to 
fecure his perfon if poffible, in hopes that by that 
means we might be able to treat for the ranfom 
of the place : but it feems his alertnefs rendered 
the jexecution of thefe orders impradbicable. 
The few inhabitants who remained were con- 
fined in one of the churches under a guard, ex- 
cept fome ftout negroes which were found in the 
town i thafe, inftead of being fhut up, were em- 
ployed the remaining part of the night, to affift 
in carrying the treafure from the cuftom-houfe, 
and other places, to the fort; however, there 
was care taken that they fhould be always at- 
tended by a file of mufqueteers. 

The tranfporting the treafure from the cuftom- 
houfe to the fort, was the principal occupation 
of Mr Brett’s people, after he had got poffeffion 
of the place; but the failors, while they were 
thus bufied, could not be prevented from enter- 
ing the houfes which lay near them in fearch of 
private pillage, where the firft things which oc- 
curred to them, being the clothes that the Spa- 
niards in their flight had left behind them, and 
which, according to the cuftom of the country, 
were moft of them either embroidered or laced, 
our people eagerly feized thefe glittering habits, 
and put them on over their own dirty trowfers 
and jackets, not forgetting at the fame time, the 
tye or bag-wig, and laced hat, which were ge- 
nerally found with the clothes; and when this 
praftice was once begun, there was no prevent- 
ing the whole detachment from imitating it : 
but thofe who came lateflinto the fattiion, m>t. 
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finding mens clothes fufficient to equip them- 
felves, were obliged to take up with womens 
gowns and petticoats, which (provided there was 
finery enough) they made no fcruple of putting 
on, and blending with their own greazy drefs. 
So that when a party of them, thus ridiculoufly 
metamorphofed, firft appeared before Mr Brett, 
he was extremely furprifed at the grotefque fight, 
and could not immediately be fatisfied they were 
his own people. 

Thefe were the tranfa&ions of our detachment 
on fhore at Paita the firft night. But to return 
to what was done on board the Centurion in 
that interval: I muft obferve, that, after the 
boats were gone off, we lay by till one o’clock in 
the morning; and then, fuppofiPg our detach- 
ment to be near landing, we made an eafy fail 
for the bay. About feven in the morning we 
began to open the bay, and foon after had a view 
of the town ; and though we had no reafon to 
doubt of the fuccefs of the enterprife, yet it was 
with great joy that we firft difcovered an infal- 
lible fignal of the certainty of our hopes; this 
was by means of our perfpettives ; for, through 
them, we faw an Englifh flag hoifted on the flag- 
ftaffof the fort, which, to us, Was an inconteft- 
able proof that our people were in poffeffion of 
the place. We plied into the bay with as much 
expedition as the wind, which then blew off 
fhore, would permit us: and, at eleven, the 
Tryal’s boat came on board us, loaden with dol- 
lars and church plate-, when the officer who 
commanded her, informed us of the preceding 
night’s tranfa&ions, fuch as we have already re- 
lated them. About two in the afternoon we an- 
chored in ten fathom and a half, at a mile and a half diftance from the town, vpid were cojife- 
quently near enough to have a more immediate iji- 
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tercourfe with thofe on, fliore. And now we 
found t)iat Mr Brott had hitherto gone on- in 
colle&ing and renjoving the treafure iwithout.in- 
torruptiop ; but that the enemy had rendezvoufed 
from all parts of the country* On a -hill at the 
back of the town, where, they made 00 iocordi- detable apiKaranto: for, atnong the reft- of their 
force, there were :two hnodred horfe, feeoaingly 
vetj well.^rjoed ttndj mounted, ahd, as we con- ceived, properly trained and regimented, h«inig 
furniflied v^ith- trumpets, drums, and ftandards. 
Thefe troops paraded about the hill with great oftentation, founding their military mufic', and 
pra&ifmg every-art to intimidate ps (as our num- 
bers ort ftiore were, by,this, time, not unknown.' 
to them) in hopes that we might he induced, by* 
our fears, to abandon the,ploee.before the pil-. 
lage. was compleated. , But we were not fo ig- 
norant as, to believe, that this body of horfe,. 
which feempd to. be what the; enemy principally 
depended on, would dare to venture in ftreets, 
and amongft houfes, even had their numbers 
been three times as-large : and ■ therefore, not- 
withft.amliflg theix menaces, we went on calmly, 
ns long as the day-light lafted, jn fending,off the treafure, and in employing the boats to carry on 
hoard the refreflnnents, fuch as hogs, fowls, &c. 
which weffound here in great abundance. How- 
ever, at night,-tp prevent any furprife, the Com- 
motio, re-font on fhorea reinforcement, who.poft- 
od therofelves in all; the paffages leading tp the 

’ parade ; and, forjtheir further fee,urityvtraverfed 
the;ftreet with barricadoes fi?t feet high 1 hut'the enemy continuing quiet all night, we, at day- 
break, returned again to our labour of loading the boats, apd fending them .off . 

. By this Ume,.\y;e v/exeiconyipced of- whatyebn- 
fequenee it would have been to us, had fortune 
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feconded the prudent views of the Commodore, 
by permitting us tpahave fecured the Governor. 
For as wc found in the place many ftore-houfe* 
full of valuable effe&s, which were ufelefs to us 
at prefent, and fuch as we could not find room 
for on board; had the Governor been in our 
power, he would, in all probability, have treatr ed for the ranfom of this merchandife, which would have been extremely advantageous both 
to him and us: w'hereas, he being now at li- 
berty, and having cpllecferl all the force of the 
country for many leagues round, and having e- 
ven got a body of militia from Piura, which was 
fourteen leagues diftant, he was fo elated with 
his numbers, and fo fond of his new military 
command, that he feemed not to trouble himfelf 
about the fate of his government. So that, though 
Mr Anfon fent feveral meffages to him by fome 
of the inhabitants, whom he had taken prifoners, offering to enter into a treaty for the ranfom of 
the town and goods, giving him at the fame time, 
an intimation that we fhould be far from infill- ing on a rigorous equwotent, but-peyhaps might 
be fatisfied with fome live cattle, and a few ne- 
ceffaries for the ufe of the fquadron, threatening 
too, that if he umuld not condefcend at lead to 
treat, we would fet fire to the town and all the 
ware-houfes ; yet the Governor w'as fo impru- dent and arrogant, that hedefpifed, all thefe rei- 
terated overtures, arid did not deign even to re- turn the lead anfwer td them. 

On the fecond day of our being in poffefiion of 
the place, feveral negroe flaves deferted from the 
enemy on the hill, and, coming into the town* 
voluntarily engaged in our fervice : one of thefe 
was well known to a gentleman on board, who 
remembered him formerly at Panama. We now 
learned, that the Spaniards without the town werq 
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in extremewant of water; for many oftheirflaves crept into the place by Health, and carried away 
feveral jars of water to their mafters on the hill; 
and though fome of them wen feized by our men 
in the attempt, yet the thirft among the enemy 
was fo prefling, that they continued this prac- 
tice till we left the place. On this fecond day 
we were aflured, both by the deferters and by 
thofe prifoners we took, that the -Spaniards on 
the hill, who were, by this time, increafed to 
a formidable number, had refolved to fterm the 
town and fort the fucceeding night; and that one 
Gordon, a Scots Papift, mnd Captain of a fliip in 
thofe feas, was to have the command of this en* 
terprife. However we, notwithftanding, con- 
tinued fending off our boats, and profecuted our 
work without the leaft hurry or precipitation, 
till the evening, when a reinforcement was a- gain fent on fhore by the Commodore, and Lieu- 
tenant Brett doubled his guards at each of the 
barricadoes ; and our pofts being connected, by 
the means of centinels placed within call of each 
other, and the whole being vifited by frequent 
rounds, attended with a drum, thefe marks of 
our vigilance, which the enemy could not be ig- 
norantof, as they could doubtlefs hear the drum, 
if not the calls of the centinels; thefe marks, I fay, 
of our vigilance, and of our readinefs to receive 
them, cooled their refolution, and made them for- 
get the vaunts of the preceding day ; fo that we 
paHed this night with as little moleftation as we 
had done the firft. 

We had finilhed fending the treafure on board 
the Centurion the evening before ; fo that the third morning, being the 15 th of November, the 
boats were employed in carrying off the moft va- 
luable part of the effe&s that remained in the 
town: and the Commodore, intending to fail in 
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the afternoon, he, about ten o’clock, purfuant to his promife, fent all his prifoners, amounting 
to eighty-eight, on {bore, giving orders to Lieute- 
nant Brett to fecure them in one of the churches, 
under a ftri£t guard, till the men were ready to 
be embarked. Mr Brett was at the fame time or- 
dered to burn the whole town, except the two 
churches, (which, by good fortune, Rood at fome 
diftance from the houfes) and then he was to a- 
bandon the place, and to return on board. Thefe 
orders were punctually complied with : for Mr 
Brett immediately fet his men to work, to dif- 
tribute pitch, tar, and other combuftibles (of which great quantities were found here) into 
houfes fituated in different llreets of the town 
fo that, the place being fired in many quarters at 
the fame time, the deftruftion might be the more 
violent and'fudden, and the enemy, after our de- 
parture, might not be able to extinguifh it. When 
thefe preparations were made, he, in the next 
place, commanded the cannon, which he found 
in the fort, to be nailed up ; and then fetting fire 
to thofe houfes which were moft to the wind- 
ward, he colleCfed his men, and marched to- 
wards the beach, where the boats waited to car-^ 
ry them off. As that part of the beach, whence 
he intended to embark, was an open place with- 
out the town, near where the churches are mark- 
ed in the fore-mentioned plan, the Spaniards on 
the hill, perceiving he was retreating, refolved 
to try if they could not precipitate his departure, 
and thereby lay fome foundation for their future 
boafting. To this end a fmall fquadron of horfe, 
confifting of about fixty, picked out, as I fuppofe, for this fervice, marched down the hill.with much 
feeming refolution ; fo that, had we not enter- 
tained an adequate opinion of their prbwefs, we 
might have imagined, that now we were upon the 
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open beach, with no advantage of fituation, they 
would certainly !havef charged us : but we prefu- med (and we weie not mittaken) that this was 
mere oftentation. For, nptwithftanding the pomp 
and parade they at firft came on with, Mr Brett 
had no fooner ordered his men to halt and face 
about, than the enemy ftopped their career, and 
never dared to advance a Itep further. 

When our people were arrived at our boats, 
and were ready to go On board, they were for 
fome time retarded Fy miffing one of their num- 
ber'; and being unable, on their mutual enquiries 
amongft each other, to inform therrifelves where 
he was left, or by what accident he was detain- 
ed, they, after a confiderable delay, refolved to 
get into their boats and depart without him. But 
when the la ft man was actually embarked, and 
the boats were juft putting oft', they heard him 
calling to them to take him in. The place was, 
by this time, fo thoroughly on fire, and the fmoke covered the beach fo effeflually, that they could 
fcarcely difcern him, though they heard his voice: 
however, the Lieutenant inftantly ordered one of 
the boats to his relief, who found him up to the 
chin in water; for he had waded as far as hedurft, 
being extremely frightenedwfith theapprehenfions 
of falling into the hands of an enemy, enraged, as they doubtlefs were, at the pillage and deftrudlion 
of their town. On enquiring into the caufe of his 
ftaying behind,, it was found, that he had taken 
that morning too large3*2 doze of brandy, which hatlthrown him into io found a flcep, that he did 
nottewake till the fire came near enough to foorch 
him. He was ftrangely amazed- at firft opening 
his eyes, to fee the houfes all on a blaz^ on one 
fide, and fcveral Spaniards and Indians not far 

. from him on the other. The'greatnefs and fud- 
mdennefs of his fright inftantly reduced him to a 
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ftate of fobriety, and gave him fufficient prefence 
of mind to pnfli through the thickeft of the fmoke, 
as the likdieft means to efcape the enemy; and, 
making the heft of his way to the beach, he ran 
as far into the water as he durft (for he could not 
fwim) before be ventured to look back. 

I cannot but obferve here, to the honour of our 
people, that though there were great quantities 
of wine and fpirituous liqours found in the plate, yet this man was the only one who was known 
to have fo far negle&ed his duty as to get drunk. 
Indeed, their whole behaviour, while they were 
afliore, was much more regular than could well 
have been expedted from failors who had been fo 
long confined to a fhip- And though part of this 
prudent demeanour muft doubtlefs be imputed to the diligence of their officers, .and to the ex- 
cellent difcipline to which they had been con- 
Rantly inured ;on board the Commodore,' yet it 
was doubtlefs no fmall reputation to the men, 
that they ffiould generally refrain from indul- 
ging thcmfelves in thofe intoxicating liquors, 
which they found ready to their hands at almoft 
every ware-houfe. * t 

Having mentioned this fiiigle inftance of drunk, 
enncfs, I cannot pafi* by another overfight, which 
was likewife the only one of its kind, and which 
was attended with very particular circumftances. 
There was an Englilhman, who had formerly 
wrought as a fhip-carpenter in the yard at Portf- mcuth, but, leavittg his countfy, had afterwards 
entered Into the Spanifh fervice, and was em- 
ployed by them at the port ofGuaiaquil; and 
it being well known to his friends in Englandi 
that he was then in that'part of the world, they 
put letters on board the Centurion, directed to 
him. '1 his man being then by accident amongft the 
Spaniards, who were retired to the hili,at Paita, n *■ ■ 
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he was ambitious, as it ihoukl feem, of acquir- 
ing.fome reputation amongft his new matters. 
With this view he came down unarmed to a cen- 
tinel of ours, placed at fome diltance from die 
fort, -toward the enemy, to whom he pretended 
that he was defirous of furrendering himfelf, and 
of entering Into our fervice. Our centinel had a 
cocked piftol in his hand, but, being deceived 
by thfe other’s fair fpeeches, he was fo imprudent 
as to let him approach much nearer than he ought; 
fo that the fhip-wright, watching his opportuni- 
ty, rufhed on the centinel, and feizing his piftol, 
wrenched it out of his hands, and inftantly ran 
away with it up the hill. By this time two of our 
people,who, feeing the fellow advance,had fufpedl:- 
ed his intention, were makiftg towards him,.and 
were thereby prepared to purfue him ; but he 
got to the top of the hill before they could reach 
him, and then turning about, fired the piftol; 
whereupon his purfuers immediately returned 
the fire, and though, he was at a great xliftance, 
and the creft of the hill hid him as foon as they 
had fired,- fo that they took it for granted they 
had miffed,him; yet we afterwards learned, that 
he was (hot through the body, and had fallen 
down dead, the very next ftep he took after he 
was out ofrfight. The centinef too, who had been 
thus grofly impofed upon, did not efcape unpu- 
niflied, fince he was ordered to be feverely whip- 
ped for being thus fliamefully furprifed upon his 
poll:; and having thereby given an example of careleffnefs, which, iffollowediaother fnftances, 
might prove fatal to us all. But to return. 

By the time our people had helped their com- 
rade out of the water, and were making the beft .of'their way to the fquadron, the flames had ta- 
ken poffeffion of every part of the town, and had 
got Tuch hold, both by means of the combuftibles 
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that had been diRributed for that purpofe, and by 
the flightnefs of the materials of which the houfes were compofed, and their aptitude to take fire, 
jhat it was fufficicntly apparent no efforts of the 
enemy (though they flocked down in great num- 
bers) could poffibly put a.ftop to it, or prevent the- 
entire deftru£tion of the place, and all the mer- 
chandife contained therein: A whole town on 
fire at-once, efpegially where the buikiings burnt 
with fueh facility and violesnc, being a very hn- 
gular fpe£lac}e, Mr Bret: had the curiofity to de- 
lineate its appearance, together w ith that of the 
flops in the harbour, as may be feen in the twen 
ty-fourth plate, ' . 

Our detachf#ent, under Lieutenant Brett, hav- ing fafely joined the fquadron, the. Commodore 
prepared to leave the place the fame evening. He 
found,«vhen he firft came into the bay, fix veflels 
of the enemy at anchor ; one whereof was the 
flap, which, according to our intelligence, was to have failed with the treafure to the coafl of 
Mexico, and which, as we were perfuaded {he 
was a good failor, we refolved to take with us; 
the others were tw'o fnow’Sj a bark, and two row- gallies'^of thirty-fix oars a-piece. Thefe laft, as 
we were afterwards informed, with many others' 
of the fame kind, built at divers ports, w ere in- 
tended to prevent our landing in the neighbour- 
hood of Callao; for the Spaniards, on the firft 
intelligence of our fquadron and its force, expell- ed that we would attempt the city of Lima. The 
Commodore having no occafion for thefe other 
veflels, had ordered all the malts of five of them to be cut aw'ay at his firft arrival;- and, on his 
leaving the place, they were towed out of the har- bour, and fkuttled and funk ; and the command 
of the remaining fhip, called the Solidadj being 
given to Mr Hughs, the Lieutenant of the Tryal, 
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v/ho had with him a crew of ten men to navigate 
her, the fquadron, towards midnight, weighed 
anchor, and failed out of the bay, being at pre- 
fent augmented to fix fail, that is, the Centurion, 
and the TryaFs prize, together with the Carmelo, 
the Terefa, the Carmin, and our laft acquired 
vefiel, the Solidad. 

And now, before I entirely acquit the account of our tranfadlions at this place, it may not, per- 
haps, be improper to give a fuccin£l: relation of 
the booty we got here, and-of the lofs the Spa- 
niards fuftained. I have before obferved, that 
there were great quantities of valuable efFedts in 
the town ; but as molt of them-were what we 
could neither difpofe of nor carry away, the to- 
tal amount of this mferchandife can only be rude- 
ly guefled at. The Spaniards, in their reprefen- 
tations fent to the court of Madrid, (as we were" 
afterwards allured) eftimated their whole lofs at 
a million and a half of dollars ; and when it is 
confidered, that ho fmall part of the goods wd 
burnt there were of the richelt and molt expen- 
five fpecies, as broad cloths, filks, cambrick<Sj 
velvets, tic. I cannot but think their valuation 
fufficiently moderate. As to ou-rfelves, the ac- 
.quifition we made, though inconfiddrable in com- 
parifon of what we detlroyed, was yet far from 
defpicable ; for the wrought plate, dollars, and 
other coin which fell into our hands, amounted 
to upwards of L. 30,000 Sterling, befides fe- 
veral rings, bracelets, and jewels, whofe intrin- 
fic value we could not then determine ; and, over 
and above all this, the plunder, which became 
the property of the immediate captors, was very great; fo that, upon the whole, it was by much 
the moft important booty we met with uport 
that coaft. 
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There remains ftill another matter to be rela- 

ted, which* on account of the fignal honour 
which our natiorial charafter, in thofe parts, has 
thence received, and the reputation which our 
Commodore, in particular, has thereby acquired, 
merits a diftirf6I and circumftantial difcuffion. 
It has been already obferved, that all the prifon- 
ers taken by us in our preceding prizes, were here put on fhore and difcnarged *, amongft whom 
there were fome perfons of confiderable diftinc- 
tiori, efpecially a youth of about feventeen years 
of age, fon of the vice-prefident of the council 
of Chili. As the barbacity of the buckaneers, 
and the artful ufe the eeclefiaftics had made of 
it, had filled the natives of thofe countries with 
the mod terrible ideas of the Englilh cruelty, 
we always found our prifoners, at their firft 
coming on board us, to be extremely deje&ed, 
and under great horror and anxiety; particular- 
ly this youth, whom I laft mentioned, having ne- 
ver been from home before, lamented his capti- 
vity in the molt moving manner, regreting, in 
very plaintive terms, his parents, his brother, 
his fillers, and his native country, of all which 
he was fully perfuaded he had taken his lalt fare- 
w'el, believing that he Was now devoted, for the 
remaining part of his life, to an abjedl and cruel 
fervitude. Indeed his companions on board, and 
all the Spaniards that came into our power, had 
the fame defponding opinion of their fituation. 
Mr Anfon conftantly exerted his utmoft indea- 
vours to efface thefe terrifying impreffions they 
had received of us •, always taking care, that as 
many of the principal people among them as 
there were room for, Ihould dine at his tabic by 
turns ; and giving the ftridleft orders loo, that 
they Ihould at all times, and in every circum- 
ftance, be treated with the utmoft decency and 
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humanity.. But notwithftanding this precau- 
tion, it was generally obferved, that the firft day 
or two they did not quit their fears, fufpe&ing 
the gentlenefs of their ufage to be only prepara- 
t6ry to fome unthought of calamity. However, 
being at length convinced of our fincerity, they 
grew perfeftly eafy in their fituation, and re- 
markably chearful, fo that it was often difput- 
able, whether x»r not they confidered their be- 
ing detained by us as a misfortune. For the 
youth I have above-mentioned, who was near 
two months on board us, had at laft fo far con- 
quered his melancholy furmifesj and had taken 
fuch an affeftion to Mr Anfon, and feemed fo 
much pleafed with the manner of life, totally 
different from all he had ever feen before, that 
it is doubtful to me whether, if his own opinion 
hud been aited, he would not have preferred a 
voyage to England in the Centurion, to the ber 
ing fet on fhore at Paita, where he was at liberty 
to return to his country and friends. 

This condudf of the Commodore to his prifon- 
ers, which was continued without interruption 
©r deviation,, gave them all the higbeft idea of his humanity and benevolence, and induced them 
likewife (as mankind are fond of forming gene- 
ral opinions) to,entertain very favourable thoughts 
of the whole Englifh nation. But, whatever they 
might be difpofed to think, of Mr Anfon before 
the capture of the Terefa, their veneration for 
him was prodigioufly encreafed by his conduft to- 
wards thofe women*, whom (as I have already mentioned) he took in that veffel: for the leaving 
them in the poffefiion of their apartments, the 
ftriff orders given to prevent all his people on 
•board from approaching them, and the permitting 
the pilot to flay with them, as their guardian, 
were meafures that feemed fo different from what 
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might be expefted from an enemy, and an heretic, that the Spaniards on board, though they had 
themfelves experienced his benificence, were fur- 
prifed at this new inftance of it; and the more 
fo, as all this was done without his ever feeing 
the women, though the two daughters were both 
efteemed handfome, and the youngeft was cele- 
brated for her uncommon beauty The women 
themfelves, too, were fo fenfible of the obligations 
they owed him, for the care and attention with which he had protected them, that they absolutely 
refufed to go on fhore at Paita, till they had been 
permitted to wait on him on board the Centurion, 
to return him thanks in perfon. Indeed, all the 
prifoners left us, with the ftrongefl aflurances of their grateful remembrance of his uncommon 
treatment. A Jefuit, in particular, whom the 
Commodore had taken, and who was an eccle- 
fiaftic of fome diftindlion, could not help exprefs- ing himfelf with great thankfulnefs for the civi- 
lities he and his countrymen had found on board, 
declaring that he fliould confider it as his duty to do Mr Anfon juftice at all times ; adding, that 
his ufage of the men prifoners was fuch as could never be forgot, and fuch as he could never fail 
to acknowledge and recite upon all occafrons : but 
that his behaviour to the women was fo extra- 
ordinary, and fo extremely honourable, that he 
doubted all the regard due to his own ecclefiaftic 
chara&er would be fcarcely fuffieient to render it credible. Indeed we were afterwards inform- 
ed, that he and the reft of our prifoners had not 
been filent on this head, but had, both at Lima, 
and at other places, given the greateft encomi- 
ums to our Commodore; the Jefuit, in particular, 
as we were told, having, on his account, inter- 
preted, in a lax and hipothetical fenfe, that article- 
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of his church, which aflerts the impoffibility of 
heretics being fave<L 

Nor let it be imagihed, that the impreflions 
which the Spaniards hence received, to out ad- 
vantage, is a matter of fmaH import: for, not to 
mention feveral of our countrymen, who have al- 
ready felt the good effefts of thefe prepoflefTions, 
the Spaniards are a nation, whofe good opinion 
of us is doubtlefs of more cbnfequence than that 
of all the world befideS; not only as the com- 
merce we had formerly carried on with therri, 
and perhaps may again hereafter, iS fo extremely 
valuable, but alfo as the tranfadling, it does fo 
immediately depend on the honour and good faith 
of thofe who are intruded with its management. 
However, had no national cenveniencies attend- 
ed it, the Commodore’s equity and good temper 
would no lefs have deterred him from all tyranny 
and cruelty to thofe whom the fortune of war 
had put into his hands. I fhall only add, that, 
by his conftant attachment to thefe humane and 
prudent maxims, he has acquired a diftinguifh- 
ed reputation amongft the Creolian Spaniards, 
which' is not confined merely to the coaft of 
the South Seas, but is extended through all 
the Spanifh fettlements in America; fo that his 
name is frequently to be met with in the mouths 
of mod of the Spanifli inhabitants of that prodigi- 
ous empire 

CHAP. VII. 
From our departure from Paita, to our 

arrival at Quibo. 
WHEN we got under fail from the coad of 

Paita, (which, as I have already obferved, 
was about midnight, on the i<5th of November) 
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\iq ■fto0d; to the vreftward, and in the morning 
the Commodore gave orders that the whole lijua- 
dron fhould fpread themfelves,-to look out for 
the Gloucefter ; for we then drew near the Ra- 
tion where Captain Mitchell had been direfted to 
cruife, and we hourly expelled to' get fight of 
him; but the whole day pafled without feeing 
him. 

And now a jealoufy which had taken its rife 
at Paita, between thofe who had been command-* 
ed on fhore for the attack) and thofe who had 
continued on board, grew to fuch a height, that 
the Commodore being made acquainted with-it, 
thought it neceflaty to interpofe his authority to 
appeafe it. The ground of this animofity was the plunder gotten at Paita, which thofe who had 
a£ied on fhore had appropriated to therrifelves, 
tonfidering it as a reward for the rifques they had 
rtfn, aiid the refoUitiOri they had fhown in that 
fervice. But thofe who had remained on board, 
looked on this as a very partial and unjaft proce- 
dure, urging,, that had it been left to their choice, 
they fhoiild have preferred the acting on fhore to the- Continuing oil board ; that their duty 
while their comrades were oil ihore, was ex- 
tremely fatiguing 5 for, hefides' the labour of the 
day, they were continually underarms all night 
to fecure the prifoners, whofe numbers exceed- 
ed their own, and of whdm it Was then necef- 
fary to be extrfemely watchful, to preventyany 
attempts they might have formed in that critical 
conjiih£ture : that, upon the whole, it could not 
be denied, but that the prefence of a fufficient 
force on board, was as necefiary to the fuccefs of 
the enterprife, as the a£tion of the others on 
(hore 5 and therefore thofe who had continued 
on board, maintained, that they could not be de- 
prived of their fhare of the plunder without ma* 
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nifeft injuftice* Thefe; Were the contefts amoogft 
our men, which were carried on with, great heat 
on both fides. And though the plunder in quer 
ftion was a very trifle in compariibn of the trea- 
fure taken in the place (in which there was no 
doubt but thofe on board had an equal right) 
yet, as the obltinacy of Tailors is not always re- ' 
gulated by the importance of the matter in.dif-: 
pute, the Comniddore thought it neceflary to 
put a ftop to this ferment'betimes. According- 
ly, the morning after our leaving Paita, he or-? 
dered all hands upon the quarter-deck, where, addrefling himfelf to thofe who had been de- 
tached on {bore, he commended their behaviour, 
and thanked them for their fervices on that occa-r 
(ion : but then reprefenting to them the reafons 
urged by thofe who had continued on board, for 
an equal diftribution of the plunder, he told 
them, that he thought thefe reafons very con- 
dufive, and that the expedations of their com- 
rades were juftly founded ; and therefore he in- 
lifted, that not only the men, but all the officers 
likewife u^ho had been employed in taking the 
place, fhould produce the whole of their plun- 
der immediately upon the quarter-deck, and that 
it fhould be impartially divided amongft the 
whole crew, in proportion to each man’s rank 
and commiffion. And, to prevent thofe who had 
been in pofleflion of the plunder from murmur- 
ing at this diminution of their fliare, the Com-, 
modore added, that, as an encouragement to o- 
thers who might be hereafter employed on like 
fervices, he w ould give his entire fliare to be diftributed amongft thofe who had been detach- 
ed for the attack of the place. Thus this trou- 
blefome affair, which, if permitted to have gone 
on, might perhaps have been attended with mif- 
ehievous confequences, was, by the Comma- 
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(lore’s prudence, foon appeafed, to the gene- 
ral fatisfa£tion of the fhip’s company; not but 
there were fome few, whofe felfifh difpofitions 
were uninfluenced by the juftice of this proce- 
dure, and who were incapable of difcerning the 
force of equity, however glaring, when it tend- 
ed to deprive them of any part of what they had 
once got into their hands. 

This important bufinefs employed the bell 
part of the day after we came from Paita. And 
now, at night, having no fight of the Glouce- 
fter, the Commodore ordered the fquadron to 
bring to, that we might not pafs her in the dark. 
The next morning we again looked out for her, and, at ten, We faw a fail, to which we gave 
chace; and, at two in the afternoon, we came near enough to difcover her to be the Gloucefter, 
with a finall veflel in tow. About an hour after, 
we were joined by them ; and then we learned, 
that Captain Mitchell, in the whole time of his 
cruife, had only taken two prizes, one *of them 
being a fmall fnow, whofe cargo confifted chief- 
ly of wine, brandy, and olives in jars, with a- 
bout L. 7000 in fpecie; and the other, a large 
boat or lannch, which the Gloucefter’s barge 
came up with near the fhore. The prifoners on 
board this laft veflel alledged, that they were ve- 
ry poor, and that, their loading confifted only of cotton ; though the circumftances in which the 
barge furprifed them, feemed to infinuate, that 
they were more opulent than they pretended to 
be ; for the Gloucefter’s people found them at 
dinner upon a pige'on-pye, ferved up in filver 
difties. However, the officer who commanded 
the barge, having opened feveral of the jars on 
board, to fatisfy his curiofity, and finding no- 
thing in them but cotton, he was inclined to be- 
lieve the account, the prifoners gave himj but 
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the cargo being! taken into the Gloucefter, and 
there examined more ftri£lly, they were agree- 
ably furprifed to find, that the whole was a very 
extraordinary piece of:lalfe package; and that 
there was concealed amongfl the cotton, in eve- 
ry jar, a confiderable quantity of double doub- 
loons and.dollars, to the amount, on the whole, 
of near L. 12,000. This treafure was going to 
Paita, and belonged to the fame merchants, who 
were the proprietors of the greateft part of the 
money we had taken there ; fo that, had this 
boat efcaped the Gloucefter, it is probable her 
cargo would have fallen into our hands. Befides 
thefe two prizes which we have mentioned, the Gloucefter’s people told us, that they had 
been in fight of two or three other {hips of the 
enemy, which had efcaped them; and one of 
them, we had reafon to believe, from fome of 
our intelligence, was of immenfe *nlue. 

Being now joined by the Gloucefter, and her 
prize, it* was refolved that we ftiould ftand to 
the northward, and make the belt of our way 
either to Cape St Lucas or California, or to Cape 
Corientes, on the coaft of Mexico. Indeed the 
Commodore, when at Juan Fernandes, had de- 
termined with himfelf to touch in the neighbour- 
hood of Panama, and to endeavour to get fome 
correfpondence over-land with the fleet under the 
command of Admiral Vernon. For, when we 
departed from England, we left a large force at Portfmouth, which was intended to be fent to 

, the Weft Indies, there to be employed in an ex- 
pedition againft fome of the Spanifti fettlements. 
And Mr Anfon taking it for granted, that this en- 
terprise had fucceeded, and that Porto Bello, 
perhaps, might be then garrifoned by Britifti 
troops, he hoped, that, on his arrival at the Ifth- 
tnus, he fhould eafily procure an intercourfe with 
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our countrymen on the other fide, either by the 
Indians, who were greatly difpofed in our favour, 
or even by the Spaniards themfelves, fome of 
whom, for proper rewards, might be induced to 
carry on this intelligence, which, after it was , 
once begun, might be continued with very little 
difficulty; fo that Mr Anfon flattered hlmfelf, . 
that he might, by this means, have received a reinforcement of men from the other fide,.and 
that, by fettling a prudent plan of operations vvith our Commanders in the Weft-Indies, he might 
have taken even Panama itfelf, which would 
have given to the Britilh nation the pofleffion of 
that ifthmus, whereby we fhould have been, in 
effeft, matters of all the treafures of Peru, and ihould have had in our hands an equivalent for a- 
ny demands, however extraordinary, which we 
might have been induced to have made on either 
of the branches of the houfe of Bourbon. Such were the proje&s which the Coftimodore 
revolved'in his thoughts at the ifland of Juan 
Fernandes, notwithftanding the feeble condition 
to which he was then reduced. _And indeed, had 
the fuccefs of our force in the Weft-Indies been anfwerable to the general expe£Iation, it cannot 
be denied but thefe views would have been the 
moft prudent that could have been thought of. 
But, in examining the papers which were found 
on board the Carmelo, the firft prize we took, we learned (though I then omitted to mention it; that 
our attempt againft Carthagena had failed, and that there was no probability that our fleet, in 
that part of the world, would engage in any new 
enterprife that would at all facilitate this plan. 
Mr Anfon, therefore, gave over all hopes.of be- 
ing reinforced acrofs the ifthmus, and confe- 
quently hadaio inducement at prefenk to proceed 
to Panama, as he was incapable of attacking the 
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place; and there was great reafon to believe, 
that, by this time, there was a general embargo 
on all the coaft. 

The only feafible meafure then which was left 
us, was to fteer as foon as poffible to the fouth- 
ern parts, of California, or to the adjacent coafl 
of Mexico, there to cruize for the Manila galleon, 
which we knew was now at fea, bound to the 
port of Acapulco: and we doubted not to get on 
that ftation time enough to intercept her ; for 
this Ihip does not ufually arrive at Acapulco, till 
towards the middle of January, and we were 
now but in the middle of November, and did not 
conceive that our paffage thither would coft us a- 
bove a month or five weeks ; fo that we imagined 
we had near twice as much time as was necefiary 
for our purpofe. Indeed there was a bufinefs 
which we forefaw would occafion fome delay, but 
we flattered ourfclves, that it would be difpatch- ed in four or five days, and therefore could not 
interrupt our projeft. This was the recruiting 
of our water ; for the number of prifoners we had entertained on board, fince our leaving the ifland 
of Fernandes, had fo far exhaufted our ftock, 
that it was impoffible to think of venturing upon 
this paflage to the coafl; of Mexico, till we had procured a frefli fupply -, efpecially as at Paita, 
where we had fome hopes of getting a quantity, 
we did not find enough for our confumption du- 
ring our flay there. It was for fome time a mat- 
ter of deliberation, where we fljould take in this 
neceflary article ; but, by confulting the accounts 
of former navigators, and examining our prifou- 
ers, ’we at lafl: refolved for the ifland of Quibo, fituated at the mouth of the bay of Panama; nor 
was it but on good grounds, that the Commodore conceived this to be the propereft place for wa- 
tering the fquadron. Indeed, there was a fmall 
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ifland called Cocos, which was lefs out of our way than Quibo, where fome of the Buccaneers 
have pretended they found water, but none of 
our prifoners knew any thing of it; and it was 
thought too dangerous to riik the fafety of the 
fquadron, by expofing ourfelves to the hazard of 
not meeting with water when we came there, on 
the mere authority of thefe legendary writers, of 
whofe mifreprefentations and falfities we had al- 
moft daily experience. Befides, by going to 
Quibo, we were not without hopes, that i'ome 
of the enemies fhips, bound to or from Panama, 
might fall into our hands, particularly fuch of 
them as were put to fea before they had any in- 
telligence of our fquadron. 

Determined therefore, by thefe reafons, for 
Quibo, we directed our courfe northward, be- 
ing eight fail in company, and confequently, ha- 
ving the appearance of a very formidable fleet; 
and, on the 19th, at day-break, we difcovered 
Cape Blarico, bearing, S. S. E E. feven miles 
diftant. This Cape lies in the latitude of 40° ; 
15' fouth, and is always made by fhips bound ei- 
ther to windward or leeward ; fo that off this 
Cape is a mo ft excellent ftation to cruize upon 
the enemy. By this time we found, that our 
lafl prize, the Soiidad, was far from anfwering 
the character given her, of a good failor; and 
{he, and the Santa Terefa, delaying us confider- 
ably, the Commodore commanded them both to 
be cleared of every thing that might prove ufeful 
to the reft of the fhips, and then to be burned ; 
and having given proper inftru£tions, and a ren- 
dezvous to the Gloucefter and the other prizes, 
we proceeded in our courfe for Quibo ; and on the zzd,-in the morning, faw the illand of Plata, 
bearing eaft, diftant four leagues. Here one of 
our prizes was ordered to ftand clofe in with it,, 

D 1 
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both to difcover if there were any fliips between 
that illand and the continent, and likewife to 
look out for a Itream of frdh water which was 
reported to be there, and which would have fa- 
ved us the trouble of going to Quibo: but die re- 
turned without having feen any drip, or finding 
any water. At three in the afternoon. Point 
Manto bore S. E. by E. feven miles did:ant; and 
there being a town of the fame name in the neigh- 
bourhood. Captain'Mitchell took this opportunity 
of fending away feveral of his prifoners from the 
Gloucefter, in the Spanifh launch. The boats 
were now daily employed in diftributing provi- 
fions on board our prizes, to complete their flock 
for fix months : and that the Centurion might be 
the better prepared to give the Manila drip (one of which we are told, was of an immenfe fize) a 
warm reception, the carpenters were ordered to 
fix eigTit flocks in the main and foretops, which 
were properly fitted for the mounting of fwivel 
guns. On the.aqth, we had a fight of the idand of 
Gallo, bearing E. S. E 7 E. four leagues diflant; 
and, from hence, we eroded the bay of Panama with a N. W. courfe, hoping that this would 
have, carried us in a diredl line to the idand of 
Quibo; but we afterwards found that we ought 
to have flood more to the weflward; for the winds, in a fhort time, began to incline to that 
quarter, and made it difficult to gain the idand. 
After pafiing the equino£tial (which we did on 
the .2ad) and leaving the neighbourhood of the •Cordilleras, and Handing more and more to- 
wards^he idhmws, where die communication of 
the atmofphere to the eadward and the wedward, 
was no. longer interrupted, we found, in very few days, an extraordinary alteration in the climate, 
For, indead of that uniform temperature, where 
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neither the excefs of heat; or cold was to be com- 
plained of, we had now, for feveral day;s together, 
clofe and fultry weather, refembliog what we 
had before met with 011 the coaft of Brazil, and 
in other parts between the tropics on the eaft- 
ern fide of America. We had, befides, fre- 
quent calms and heavy rains ; which we, at firft, 
afciibed to the neighbourhood of the line, where 
this kind of weather is generally found to prevail 
at all feafons of the year: but, pbferving tl>at it 
attended us to the latitude of feveo degrees north, 
we Were at length induced to believe, that the 
ftormy feafon, or, as the Spaniards call it, the 
Vantlevals, was not yet over; tho’many writer?, 
particularly Captain Shelvocke, politively aflert, 
that this feafon begins in June, and is ended in 
November; and ourprifoners all affirmed the fame 
thing :T>ut perhaps its end may.not be always 
conffimt, and it might laft this year longer than 
ufual. 

On the 27th, Captain Mitchell having finiffied 
the clearing of his largeft prize, ffie was feuttled, 
ixnd fet on fire; but we Hill confifted of five fhips, 
and were fortunate enough to find them all good 
iailors; fo that we never occafioned any delay 
to each othef. Being now in a rainy climate, 
which we had been long difufed to, we found it 
neceflary to caulk the decks and; fuies of the Cen- 
turion, to prevent the rain-water from running 
into her. 

On the 3d of December, we had a view of the 
ifland of Quibo, the call end of which then bore 
from us N. N. W. four leagues diftant, and; the 
iilafid of Quicara W. N. W. about the famexii- 
ftance. Here we ftruck ground with fixty-five 
fathom of line, the bottom confiding of gray 
Tand, with black fpecks. There is inferted in 
the 28th platcj (being contained in the fame plate 
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with the view of the hill of Petaplan) a view of 
thefe two iflands, where (a) reprefents the S. E. end of Quibo, bearing N. by W. four leagues di- 
ftant; and (b) the ifland of Quicara, which bears 
from the point (a) W. S. W. 5 S. and is diftant 
from it four leagues, the point (a) being itfelf in 
the latitude of 70: 20' north. When we had thus 
got fight of the land, we found the wind to hang 
wefterly: and therefore, night coming on, we 
thought it advifable to Hand off till morning, as 
there are faid to be fome fhoals in the entrance of 
the channel. At fix the next morning, Point 
Mariato bore N. E. j N. three or four leagues di- 
ftant. In weathering this point, all the fquadron, 
except the Centurion, were very near it; and 
the Gloucefter, being the leewardmoft fhip, was 
forced to tack, and Hand to the fouthward, fo 
that we loft fight of her. At nine, the ifland of 
Sebaco bore N. W. by N. four leagues diftant : 
but the wind ftill proving unfavourable, we were 
obliged to ply on and off for the fucceeding twen- 
ty-four hours, and were frequently taken a-back. 
However, at eleven the next morning, the wind 
happily fettled in the S. S. W. and we bore away 
for the S. S. E. end of the ifland, and, about three in the afternoon, entered the Canal Bueno, 
palling round a fhoal which ftretches off about 
two miles from the fouth point of the ifland. This 
Canal Bueno, or Good Channel, is at leaft fix 
miles in breadth ; and, as we had the wind large, 
we kept in a good depth of water, generally from twenty-eight to thirty-three fathom, and came 
not within a mile and a half diftance of the 
breakers 5 though in all probability, if it had been neceffary, we might have ventured much nearer,, 
without incurring the leaft danger. At feven in, 
the evening, we anchored in thirty-three fathom 
muddy ground $ the fouth point of the ifland 
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bearing S. E. by S. a remarkable high part-of the 
ifland W. by N. and the ifland Sebaco E. by N. 
Being thus arrived at this ifland of Quibo, the 
account of the place, and of our tranfa&ions 
there, lhall be referred to theenfuing chapter. 

CHAP. vm. 
Our proceedings at Quibo, with an ac- 

count of the place. 
TH E next morning after our anchoring, an 

officer was difpatched on ffiore to difcover the watering place, who having found it, return- 
ed before noon ; and then we fent the long-boat 
for a load of water, and, at the fame time, we 
weighed, and ftood further in with our (hips. At two, we came again to an anchor in twenty-two 
fathom, with a bottom of rough gravel intermix- 
ed with broken {hells * the watering place now 
bearing from us N. W. j N. only three quarters 
of a mile diftant. A plan of the road where we 
lay, and of the eaft end of the ifland, is to be 
feen in the 20th plate, where the foundings are 
laid down, fuch as we found them, the latitude 
of the S. E. point of the ifland being, as hath been already mentioned, 70 : 20' north. 

This ifland of Quibo is extremely convenient for wooding ami watering, fmce the trees grow 
clofe to the high water-mark, and a large rapid 
ftream of frelh water runs over the fandy beach 
into the fea ; fo that we were little more than 
two days in laying in all the wood and water we- 
wanted. The whole ifland is of a very mode- 
rate height, excepting one part. It confifts of a 
continued wood fpread all over the whole furfaca 
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of the. country, which preferves Jts verdure the 
year round. Amongit the other wood, we found 
therp abundance of cadi a, and afew lime trees. 
It appeared fiagular to us, that confidering the 
climate and the thelter, wq fhould fee no other 
birds than parrots, parroquets, and mackaws; 
indeed of thefe lafi: there were prodigious flights. 
Nextv to thefe birds*; the animals we found in 
inoft plenty were monkeys arid guanos, and thefe 
we frequently killed for food ; for notwithftaruL- 
Ing there was many herds of deer upon the pitted, 
yet the diflieulty of penetrating the woods pre- 
vented our coming near them •, fo that though 
we faw them ofteft, we killed only two during 
our ftay. Our prifoners aflured us that this 
ifland abounded with tygers-;-' and we did once 
difeover the print of a tyger’s ‘paw upon the 
beach, but the tygers themfelves we never faw. 
The Spaniards too informed us, that there was 
frequently found in the woods a moft mifehie- 
tous ferpent, called the flying fnake, which, 
they faid, darted itfelf from the boughs of trees 
on either man qr beaft that came within its reach, and vvhofe-fling they believed to be inevitable 
death, Befides thefe dangerous land-animals, 
the fea hereabouts is infefted with great num- 
bers of alligators of an extraordinary fize ; and 
we often obfierved a large kind of flat fifh, jump- 
ing a confiderable height out of the water, which 
we! fuppofed to be the fifh that is faid frequently 
to deftroy the pearl-divers, by clafping them in its fins As-they r-ife from the bottom; and we 
were told, that the divers, for their fecurity, are now always armed with a fharp knife-, u bich, 
when they are entangled, they flick into the bel- 
ly of the fifh, and thereby difengage themfelves 
from its embraces. 
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Whilft the (hip continued here at anchor, the 

Commodore, attended by fome of his officers, 
went in a boat to examine a bay which lay to the 
northward ; and they afterwards ranged all along 
the eallern fide of the ifland. And in the places 
where they put on ffiore, in the courfe of this 
expedition, they generally found the foil to be 
extremely rich, and met with great plenty of 
excellent wat£f. In particular,, near the N. E. point of this illand, they difeotfered a natural 
cafcade, which. furpafied, as they conceived, e- 
very thing of this kind which human art or in- 
duftry bath hitherto produced. It was a river 
of tranfparent water, about forty yards wide* which rolled down a declivity'of near a hundred 
and fifty iojejagth. The channel it fell in was 
very irregular ; for it was entirely compofed of rock, both its-fides. and bottom being made up of 
large detached, blocks ; and by.thefe the courfe 
of the. water was frequently interrupted j for in 
fo.me parts it ran floping with a rapid but uni- 
form motion, white. Jn. Others i it tumWed over 
the ledges of rocks with a perpendicular dfefceht. 

Ad the- neighbourhood- of t-his- flfeajri was a fine wood; and even, the huge, nia'fles of rock 
which overhung the- water, and which,, by their 
various projections,, formed the inequalities'of 
the channej, were coyetod with lofty foreft-trees. 
’Whilfjt the Comniodorie, with:thofe accompqnyt 
ing him, were attentively viewing) thiis plaeb, 
and were remarkmg the different blendings of 
the water, the rocks and thei wcod, there camy 
in fight .(as it were flffi to heighten and animate 
the profpedt} a prodigious.Hight of macltaws, 
which hovering over this fpot, and often wheel- 
ing and playing tin the wing about it, afforded 
a moft brilliant appearance, by the;glittcring of 
the fun on, their variegated, plumage.; fa that 
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fome of the fpedfators cannot refrain from a kind 
of tranfport, when they recount the complica- 
ted beauties which occurred in this extraordinary 
water-fall. 

In this expedition which the boat made along 
the eallern fide of the ifland, though they difco- 
vered no inhabitants, yet they faw many huts 
upon the (bore, and great heaps of {hells of fine 
mother of pearl, fcattered up and down in diffe- 
rent places. Thefe were the remains left by the 
pearl-fifhers from Panama, who often frequent 
this place in the fummer-feafon ; for the pearl 
oyflers which are to be met with every where in 
the bay of Panama, do fo abound at Qhibo, that, 
by advancing a very little way into the fea, you 
might ftoop down and reach them from the bot- 
tom. They are ufually very large, and out of 
curiofity we opened fome of them with a view 
of tailing them, but we found them extremely 
touch and unpalatable. And having mentioned 
thefe oyfters, and the pearl fifhery, I muft beg 
leave to recite a few particulars relating to that 
fubjebl. 

The oyfters moft produ£live of pearls are 
thofe found in eonfiderable depths; for though 
what are taken up by wading near the fhore are 
of the fame fpecies, yet the pearls they contain 
are few in number, and very fmall. It is faid 
too, that the pearl partakes, in fome degree, of 
the quality of the bottom on which the oyfter 
is lodged; fo that if the bottom be muddy, the pearl is darkand ill-coloured. 

The taking up of oyfters fr6m great depths, 
for the fake of their pearls, is a work perform- 
ed by negro-flaves, of which the inhabitants of 
Panama, and the neighbouring coaft, formerly 
kept vaft numbers, which were carefully trained 
to this bufinefs. Thefe are faid not to be efteem- 
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ed complete divers, till they have, by degrees, 
been able to protra& their ftay under water fo 
long, that thd blood guQies out from their nofe, 
mouth, and ears. And it is the tradition of the 
country, that when this accident has once befal- 
len them, they dive for the future with much 
greater facility than before; and they have no 
apprehenfion either that any inconvenience can 
attend it, the bleeding generally ftoppyig of it- 
felf, or that there is any probability of their be- 
ing ever fubjeft to it a fecortd time. But to re- 
turn from this digreffion. 

Though the pearl-oyfler, as-hath been faid, 
was incapable of being eaten, yet that defedl 
was more than repaid by the turtle ; a dainty 
which the fea at this place furnilhed us with in 
the greateft plenty and perfection. There are 
generally reckoned four fpecies of turtle ; that 
is, the trunk turtle, the logger-head, the hawkf- 
bill, and the green turtle. The two firft are 
rank and unwholfome ; the hawksbill (which af- 
fords the tortoife-fhell) is but indifferent food, though better than the other two ; ,but the green 
turtle is generally efteemed, by the greateft part 
of thofe who are acquainted with its tafte, to be 
the moft delicious of all eatables ; and that it is 
a moft wholefome food, we are amply convinced 
by our own experience ; for we fed on this laft 
fpecies, or the green turtle, near four months; 
and confequently, had it been in any degree 
noxious, its ill effects could not poffibly have 
efeaped us. At this ifland we caught what 
'quantity we pleafed with great facility; for as 
they are an amphibious animal, and get on fhore 
to lay their eggs, which they generally depofit 
in a large hole in the fand, juft above the high- 
water mark, covering them up, and leaving 
them to be hatched by the heat of the fun, wc 
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iifually difperfed feveral of our men along the 
feeach, whole 1 bufinefs it was to turn them on 
their backs when they came to land; and the 
turtle being thereby prevented from-getting aw-ay, 
We brought them off at our leifure. By this 
means we not only fecured a fuificient ftock for 
the time we itayed on the ifland, but we carried 
a number of them with us to fea, w'hich proved 
of great fervice, both, in lengthening out our 
ftore of provifion, and in heartning'the whole 
crew wdth an almoft conftant fupply of frefh and 
palatable food. For the turtle being large, they 
generally weighing about 200 lb. weight each ; 
thofe we took wdth us lafted near a month ; 
fo that before our ftore was fpent, we met w-ith a 
frefh recruit on the coafl of Mexico, where, in 
the heat of the day, w'e often faw' great numbers 
of them fall afleep, floating on the furface of the 
water. Upon difcoverirtg them, we ufually fent 
out our boat, Vvith a man in the bow, who was a 
dextrous diver ; and as the boat came within a 
few yards of the turtle, the diver plunged into 
the water, taking care to rife clofe upon it, w-hen 
feizing the {hell near the tail, and prefling down 
the hinder parts, the turtle was thereby awaken- 
ed, and began to ftrike with its claws ; which 
motion fupported both it and the diver, till the 
boat came up and took them in. By this ma- 
nagement we never wanted turtle for the fuc- 
ceeding four months in which we continuedat 
fe-a ; and though, when at the ifland of Quibo, 
we had already been three months on board, 
without otherwife putting our feet on fliore, than 
in the few days we ftayed there (except thofe 
employed in the attack at Paita) yet, in the whole 
feven months, from our leaving Juan Fernandes, 
to our anchoring in the harbour of Chequetan, 
we buried no more in the whole fquadron than 
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two men ; a moft inconteftible proof, that the 
turtle on which we fed for the laft four months 
of this term, was at leaft innocent, if not fome- 
thing more. 

Confidering the fcarcity of other provifions on 
fome part of the coaft of the South Seas, it ap- 
pears wonderful, that afpecies of food, fo very pa- 
latable and falubrious as turtle, and there fo much 
abounding, fliould be piofcribed by the Spaniards 
as unwholefome, and little lefs than poifonous* 
Perhaps, the ftrange appearance of this animal may have been the foundation of this ridiculous 
and fuperflicious averfion, which is ftrongly 
rooted in the inhabitants of thofe countries, and of which we had many inftances during the courfe 
of this navigation. I have already obferved, that 
we put our Spanifh prifoners on fhore at Paita, 
and that the Gloucefter fent theirs to Manta ; but 
as we had taken in our prizes fome Indian and 
negro-flaves, we did not difmifs them with their 
mailers, but continued them on board, as our 
crews were thin, to affift in navigating our drips. 
Thefe poor people being pofiefied with the pre- judices of the country they came from, were a- 
llonilhed at our feeding on turtle, and feemed 
fully perfuaded that it would foon dellroy us ; 
but finding that none of us died, nor even fuf- 
fered in our health by a continuation of this,diet, 
they at laft got fo far the better of their averfion, 
as to be perfuaded to tafte it, to which the ab- 
fence of all other kinds of frelh provifions might 
not a little contribute. However, it was with 
great relu£lance, and very fparingly, that they 
firft began to eat of it; but the relilh improving 
upon them by degrees, they at laft grew ex- 
tremely fond of it, and preferred it to every o- ther kind of food, and often felicitated each o- 
ther on the happy experience they had acquired. 
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and the luxurious and plentiful repafts it would 
always be in their power to procure, when they- 
fliould again return back to their country. Thofe 
who are acquainted with the manner of life of thefe 
unhappy-wre'tches, need not be told, that next 
to large draughts of fpirituous liquors, plenty of 
tolerable food is the greateft joy they know ; and 
confequently, the difcovering the means of being 
always fupplied with what quantity they pleafed 
of a food more delicious to the palate than any 
their haughty lords and mafters could indulge in, 
was doubtlefs a circumftance which they confi- 
dered as the mcft fortunate that could befal 
them. After this digreflion, which the prodi- 
gious quantity of turtle on this iiland of Quibo, 
and the ftore of it we thence took to fea, in fome 
itieafure led me into, I fhall now return to our 
own proceedings. 

In three days time we had compleated our bu- 
finefs at this place, and were extremely impa- 
tient to depart, that we might arrive time enough 
on the coaft of Mexico to intercept the Manila 
galeon. But the wind being contrary, detained 
us a night; and the next day when we got into theOffing,' which we did through the fame chan- 
nel by which we entered, we were obliged to 
keep hovering about the iiland, in hopes of get- 
ting fight of the Gloucefter, who, as I have in 
the lail chapter mentioned, was feparated from 
us on our firil arrival. It was the ninth of De- cember, in the morning, when we put to fea; 
and continuing to the fouthward of the iiland, 
looking out for the Gloucefter, we on the 10th, 
at five in the afternoon, difcerned a fmall fail to 
the northward of us, to which we gave chacc, 
and coming up with her, took her. She proved 
to be a bark from Panama, called the Jefu Naza- 
rfcno. She had nothing on board but fome oa- 
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kum, about a ton of rock-falt, and between 
L. 30 and L. 40 in fpecie, moftof it confiding Of 
fmall filver money, intended for purchafing a 
cargo of provifions at Cheripe, an inconfiderable 
village on the continent. 

And on occafion of this prize, I cannot but ob- 
ferve, for the ufe of future cruizers, that had we 
been in want of provifions, we had, by this.cap- 
ture, an obvious method of fupplying ourfelves. 
For at Cheripe there is a conftant {tore of provi- 
fions prepared for the vefiels who go thither eve- 
ry week from Panama, the market of Panama 
being chiefly fupplied from thence; fo that by 
putting a few of our hands on board our prize, 
we might eafily have feized a larget^uantity with- 
out any hazard^ fince Gheripe is . a place of ho 
ftrength. As provifions are the ftaple commodi- ty of that place, and of its neighbourhood, the 
knowledge of this circumftance may be of great ufe to fuch cruizers as find their provifions grow 
fcant, and yet are defirous of continuing on that 
coaft as long as pofiible. But to return. 

On the 1 zth of December we were at laft re- 
lieved from the perplexity we had fufFered, occa- 
fioned by the feparation of the Gloucefter; for 
on that day {he joined us, and informed us, that 
in tacking to the fouthward on our firft arrival, 
fhe had fprung her fore top-maft, which had dif- 
abled her from working to windward, and pre- 
vented her from joining us fooner. And now 
we fcuttled and funk the Jefu Nazareno, the prizo 
we took laft ; and having the greatcft impatience 
to get into a proper ftation for intercepting the 
Manila galeon, we flood altogether to the weft- ward, leaving the ifland of Quibo, notvvithftand- ing all the impediments we met with, about-nine, 
days after our firft coming in fight of it. 
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C H A P. IX. 

From Quito to the coaft of Mexico. 
ON the 12 th of December we flood from Qui- 

bo to the weflward, and, the fame day, the 
Commodore delivered frefh inftru&ions to the 
Captains of the men of war, and the Comman- 
ders of our prizes, appointing them the rendez- 
voufes they were to make, and the courfes they 
were to fleer in cafe of a feparation. And firft 
they were directed to ufe all poffible difpatch in 
getting to the northward of the harbour of Aca- 
pulco, where they wrere to endeavour t6 fall in 
with the land between the latitudes of 18 and 19 
degrees ; from thence they were to beat up the 
coaft at eight or ten leagues diftance from the 
fhore, till :hey came a-breaft of Cape Corientes, 
in the latitude of 20° : 20'. After they arrived 
there, they were.to continue cruizing on that fta- 
tion till the 14th of February, when they were 
to depart for the middle ifland of the Tres Ma- 
rias, in the latitude of 210: 25', bearing from 
Cape Corientes N. W. by N. twenty five-leagues 
diflant: and if, at this ifland, they did not meet 
the Commodore, they were there to recruit their 
wood and water, and then immediately to pro- 
ceed for the ifland of Macao, on the coaft of Chi- 
na. Thefe orders being diftributed to all the 
fhips, we bad little doubt of arriving foon upon 
our intended flation, as we expe£led, upomthe 
increafing our offing from Quibo, to fall in with 
the regular trade-wind ; but, to our extreme vex- 
ation, we were baffled for near a month, either 
by tempeftuous weather from the weftern quarter, 
or by dead calms and heavy rains, attended with 
a fultry air; fo that it was the 25th of December 
before we faw the ifland of Cocos, udiich, ac- 
cording to our reckoning, was only a hundred 
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leagues from the continent ; and even then we 
had the mortification to make fo little way, that 
we did not lofe fight of it again in five days. 

This ifland we found to be in the latitude of 
50 : 20' N. It has a high hummock towards the 
weftern part, which defcends gradually, and, at 
laft, terminates in a low point to the eaftward. 
From the ifland of Cocos we ftood W. by N. and 
were till the 9th of January in running a hun- 
dred leagues more. We had, at firft, flattered 
ourfelves, that the uncertain weather, and weft- 
ern gales we met with, were owing to the neigh- 
bourhood of the continent, from which, as we 
got more difhant, we expected every day to be 
relieved, by falling in with the eaftern trade- 
wind : but, as our hopes were fo long baf- 
fled, and our patience quite exhaufted, we 
began, at le,ngth, to defpair of fucceeding in the 
great purpofe we had in view, that of intercept- 
ing the Manila galeon. This produced a gene- 
ral dejection among!! us, as we had at firll con- 
fidered the projedl as almoft infallible, and had 
indulged ourfelves in the moil boundlefs hopes 
of the advantages we fhould thence receive. 
However, our defpondency was at la!! fomfe«Jiat 
alleviated by a favourable change of the wind ; 
for, on the pth of January, a gale fprung up the 
fir!! time from the N. E. and, on this, we took 
the Carmelo in tow, as the Gloucefter did the Carmin,ma!vingallthe fail we could to improve the 
advantage, becaufe we ftill fufpecled that it was 
only a temporary gale, which would notlaft long; though, -the next day, we had the fatisfa£lion to 
find,, that the wind did not only continue in the 
fame quarter, but blew with fo much brilknefs 
and fleadinefs, that we no longer doubted of its being the true trade-wind. As we now advau- 
ced a-jiace towards our ftation, our hopes ’ 
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again to revive, and our former defpair, by de- 
grees, gave place to more fanguine prejudices; 
infomuch that, though the cuitomary feafon of 
the arrival of the galeon at Acapulco was already 
elapfed, yet we were, by this time, unreafonable 
enough to flatter ourfelves that fome accidental de- 
lay might, for our advantage, lengthen out her 
paflage beyond its ufual limits. 

When we got into the trade-wind, we found 
no alteration in it till the 17 th of January, when 
we were advanced to the latitude of 120 : 50'; 
but on that day it fhifted to the weftward of 
the north : this change we imputed to our 
having haled up too foon, though we then e- 
fteemed ourfelves full feventy leagues from the 
coaft; whence, and by our former experience, 
we were fully falisfied, that the trade-wind doth 
not take place but at a confiderable diftance from 
the continent. After this the wind was not fo favourable to us as it had been; however, we ftill continued to advance ; and, on the 26th of 
January, being then to the northward of Acapul- 
co, we tacked and flood to the eaflward, with a 
view of making the land. 

In the preceding fortnight we caught fome 
turtle on the furfacc of the water, and feveral 
dolphins, bonitoes, and albicores. One day, as 
one of the fail-maker’s mates was fifhing from 
the end of the gib-boom, he loft his bold, and dropped into the fea; and the fliip, which was 
then going at the rate of fix or feven knots, went 
dire&ly over him; but as we had the Carmelo 
in tow, we inftantly called out to the people on board 
her, who threw him over feveral ends of ropes, 
one ef which he fortunately caught hold of, and, twilling it round his arm, he was thereby haled 
into the fhip, without having received any other 
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injury than a wrench in the arm, of which he 
foon recovered. 

When, on the 26th of January, we flood to 
the eaftward, we expected, by our reckonings, 
to have fallen in with the land on the 28th, yet, 
though thew'eather was perfe£tly clear, we had no 
fight of it at fun-fet, and therefore we continued 
our courfe, not doubting but that we fliould fee it 
by the next morning. About ten at night we dif- 
covered a lighten the larboard bow, bearing from 
us N. N. E. The Tryal’s prize too, who was a- 
bout a mile a -head of us, made a fignal at the 
fame time, for feeing a fail. As we hadmone of us 
any doubt but what we faw was a fliip’s light, 
we were all extremely animated with a firm per- 
fuafion that it was the Manila galeon, which had 
been fo long the object of our wifhes; and, what 
added to our alacrity, was our expectation of 
meeting with two of them inftead of one ; for 
wre took it for granted, that the light in view was 
carried in the top of one fhip for a direction to 
her confort. We immediately call off the Car- 
melo, and prefled forward-with all our canvafs, 
making a fignal for the Gloucefter to do the fame. 
Thus we chafed the light, keeping all our hands 
at their refpeclive quarters, under an expectation 
of engaging within half an hour, as we fome- 
times conceived the chace to be about a mile di- 
ftant, and, at other times, to be within reach of 
our guns j for fome on board us pofitively aver- 
red, that, befides the light, they could plainly 
difeern her fails. The Commodore himfelf was 
fo fully perfuaded, that we Ihould be fbon along 
fide of her,that hefentfor his firflLieutenant, who 
commanded between decks, and direCted him to 
fee all the great guns loaded with two round-fliot 
for the firlt broad-fide, and after that with one 
round-lhot and one grape, llriClly charging him, at the fame time, not to fuller a gun to befired till 



48 ANSON’sVOYAGE Book II. 
he, the Commodore, (hould give orders, which 
he informed the Lieutenant, would not be till we 
arrived within piftol-fhot of the enemy In this 
conftant and eager attention we continued all 
right, always prefuming, that another quarter 
of an hour would bring us up with this Manila 
lhip,whofe wealth, and that of her fuppofed con- 
fort, we now eftimated by round millions. But, 
when the morning broke, and day-light came on, 
we w'ere moll ftrangely and vexatiouflydifappoint- 
ed, by finding, that the light which had occafi- 
oned all this buftle and expedlancy was only a 
fire on the fhore. It mull be owned the circum- 
ftances of this deception were fo extraordinary as 
to be fcarcely credible ; for, by our run during 
the night, and the diftance of the land in the 
morning, there was no doubt to be made but 
this fire, when we firft difcovered it, was above 
twenty-five leagues from us ; and yet, I ■ be- 
lieve, there was noperfon on board who doubted 
of its being a Ihip’s light, or of its being near 
at hand. It was indeed upon a very high moun- 
tain, and continued burning for feveral days 
afterwards ; however, it was not a vulcano, but 
rather, as I fuppofe, a tra£l of Hubble or heath, 
fet on fire for feme purpofe of agriculture. 

At fun-rifing, after this mortifying delufion, 
we found ourfelves about nine leagues off the 
land, which extended from the N. W. to E. yN. 
On this land we obferved two remarkable hum- 
mocks, fuch as are ufually called paps, which 
bore north from us. Thefe a Spanifh pilot, and 
two Indians, who were the only perfons amongft 
us that pretended to have traded in this part ot 
the world, affirmed to be over the harbour of 
Acapulco. Indeed, we very much doubted their 
knowledge of the coaft ; for we found thefe paps 
to be in the latitude of 170 : 56', whereas thole 
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over Acapulco are faid to be feventeen degrees 
only : and we afterwards found our fufpicions of 
their fkill to be well grounded : however, they 
were very confident, and allured us, that the 
height of the mountains was itfelf an infallible 
maik of the harbour, the coaft, as they pretend- 
ed, though falfly, being generally low to the eaft- 
ward and weftward of it. 

Being now in the traft of the Manila ga'eon, 
it was a great doubt with us, as it was near the 
end of January, whether Die was or was not ar- 
rived ; but examining our prifoners about it, they 
allured us fhe was fome times known to come in af- 
ter the middlepf February; and they endeavoured 
to perfuade us, that the fire we had feen on Ihore 
was a proof that fhe was yet at fea ; it being cu- ftomary, as they faid, to make ufe of thefe fires 
as fignals for her dire&ion, when fhe continued 
longer out than ordinary. On this reafoning of 
our prifoners, flrengthened by our propenfity to 
believe them in a matter, which fo pleafingly flat- 
tered our wifhes, we refolved to cruife for her 
fbme days ; and we accordingly fpread our fhips, 
at the diftance of twelve leagues from the coaft, 
in fuch a manner, that it was impoflible fhe fhoitld 
pafs us unobferved; however, not feeing her foon, we were at intervals inclined to fufpecf that fhe 
had gained her port already; and as we now be- 
gan to want a harbour to refrefh our people, the 
uncertainty of our prefent fituation gave us great 
uneafinefs, and we were very felicitous to get 
fome pofitive intelligence, which might either fet 
us at liberty to confult our neceffities, if the ga- 
leon was arrived, or might animate us to conti- 
nue our prefent cruife with chearfulnefs, if fhe 
was not. With this view, the Commodore, after 
examining our prifoners very particularly, refolv- 
ed to fend a boat, under the colour of the night 



50 A N S O N’s V O Y A G E Book II. 
into the harbour of Acapulco, to fee if the Mani- 
la fhip was there or not, one of the Indians being 

*very pofitive that this might be done, without the 
boat itfelf being difcovered. To execute this en- 
terprife, the barge was difpatched the 6th of Fe- 
bruary, carrying a fufficient crew and two offi- 
cers, as alfo a Spanifh pilot, with the Indian, 
who had infilled on the facility of his projeft* 
and had undertaken to condudt it. Our barge 
did not return to us again till the nth, when 
the officers acquainted Mr Anfon, that, agree- 
able to our fufpieion, there was nothing like a harbour in the place, where the Spanilh pilot had 
at firlt aflerted Acapulco to ly ; that, after they 
had fatisfied themfelves in this particular, they 
lleered to the ealtward, in hopes of difcovering 
it, and had coafted along fliore thirty-two leagues; 
that, in this whole range, thfey met chiefly with 
fandy beaches of a great length, over which the 
fea broke with fo much violence that it was im- 
poflible for a boat to land ; that, at the end of 
their run, they could juft difcover two paps at a 
very great diftance to the eaftward, which, from 
their appearance, and their latitude, they conclu- 
ded to be thole in the neighbourhood of Acapul- 
co ; but that, not having a fufficient quantity of 
frefli water and provifxon for their pafiage thither 
and back again, they were obliged to return to 
the Commodore, to acquaint him with their dif- 
appointment. On this intelligence, we all made 
fail to the eaftward, in order to get into the. 
neighbourhood of that port, the Commodore be- 
ing determined.to fend the barge a fecond time 
upon the fajne enterprife, when we were arrived 
within a moderate diftance. Accordingly the 
next day, which was the 12th of February, we 
being by that time confiderably advanced, the- 
barge was- again .dispatched, and particular in- 
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ftru&ions given to the officers to preferve them- 
felves from being feen from the fbore. On the. 
13th we efpied a high land to the eaftward, which 
was firft imagined to be that over the harbour of, 

' Acapulco ; but we afterwards found that it was 
the high land of Seguateneio, where there is a 
fmall harbour, of which we {hall have occafion 
to make more ample mention hereafter. We 
waited fix days from the departure of our barge 
without any news of her, fo that wre began to be 
uneafy for her fafety; but on the 7th day, that is, 
on the 19th of February, (he returned ; when 
the officers informed the Commodore, that they 
had difcovered the harbour of Acupulco, which 
they efteemed to bear from us E. S. E. at Jeaft 
fifty leagues diftant : that on the 17th, about 
two in the morning, they were got within the 
ifland that lies at the mouth of the harbour, and 
yet neither the Spanifh pilot, nor the Indian, 
could give them any information where they then 
were; but that, while they were lying upon their 
oars in fufpence what to do, being ignorant that they were then at the very place the,y fought for, 
they difcerned a fmall light near the furface of 
the water, on which they inftantly plied their 
paddles, and, moving as filently as pofiible to- 
wards it, they found it to be in a fiffiing canoe, which they furprifed, with three negroes that be- 
longed to it. It feems the negroes at firft at- 
tempted to jump over board, and being fb near 
the Ihore, they would eafily have fwam to land ; 
but they were prevented by prefenting a piece at 
them, on which they readily fubmitted, and were 
taken into the barge. The officers further added, 
that they had immediately turned the canoe adrift 
atrainft the face of a rock, where it would inevi- 
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be fent from the town to fearcli after the canoe; 
for upon feeing feveral remains of a wreck, they 
would immediately conclude, that the people on 
board her had been drowned, and would have no 
fufpicion of their having fallen into our hands. 
When the crew of the barge had taken this pre- 
caution, they exerted their utmoft ftrength in 
pulling out to fea, and by dawn of the day, had 
gained fuch an offing as rendered it impoffible for 
them to be feen from the coaft. 

Having now gotten the three negroes in our 
poffeffion, who were not ignorant of the tranf- 
a&ions at Acapulco, we were foon fatisfied a- 
bout the moft material points which had long 
kept us in fufpence. On examining them, we 
found, that we were indeed difappointed in our 
expeftation of intercepting the galeon before her 
arrival at Acapulco; but we learned other cir- 
cumltances which ftill revived our hopes, and 
v/hich, we then conceived, would more than ba- 
lance the opportunity we had already loft : for 
though our negroe prifoners informed us, that 
the galeon arrived at Acapulco on our 9th of Ja- 
nuary, which was about twenty days before we 
fell in with this coaft; yet they, at the fame time, 
told us, that the galeon had delivered her cargo, 
and, was taking in water and provifions in order 
to return, and that the viceroy of Mexico had, 
by proclamation, fixed her departure from Aca- pulco to the 14th of March, N. S. This laft 
news was moft joyfully received by us, fince we 
had no doubt but ilie muft certainly fall into our 
hands ; and it was much more eligible to feize 
her on her return, than it would have been to 
have taken her before her arrival, as the fpecies 
for which ffie had fold her cargo, and which ffie 
would now" have on board, would be prodigioufly 
more to be efteemed by us than the cargo itfelf, 
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great part of which would have periflied on our 
hands, and none of it could have.been difpofed 
of by us, at fo advantageous a mart.as Acapulco. 

Thus we Were a fecond time engaged, in an ea- 
ger e*pe£bition-of meeting with this Manila fliip, 
whifch, by the fame of its wealth, we bad been 
taught to confider, a? the molt defirable capture 
that was to be made on any part of the ocean. 
But.fince all our future proje&s will be, in fome 
fort, regulated with a view the poflefiion of 
.this celebrated gaieon, and fince the commerce 
which is carried bn by means of thefe veflels be- 
tween tile city of Manila, and the port of Aca- 
pulco, is, perhaps, the moft valuable in propor- 
tion to its quantity of any in the known world, 
I lhall endeavour in the enfuing chapter, to give 
as circumftantial an account as I cap, of .all the 
particulars relating thereto, both as it is a mat- 
ter in which I conceive the public to be in fome -degree intereft'ed, and as I flatter rnyfetf, that, 
from the materials which have fallen into my hands, 
I am enabled to defcribe it with more diftindincfs 
.than has hitherto been done, at lealt in our lan- 
guage. 

q H A P. X. 
An account of the commerce carried on 

between the city of Manila on the 
iiland of Luconia, and the port of Aca- 
pulco on the coaftof Mexico. 

About the end of the 15th century, iau.d the 
beginning of the 16th, the feircjling after 

new countries, and new branches of commerce, 
was the reigning paffion among feveral of the Eu- 
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ropean princes. But thofe who engaged moft 
deeply and fortunately in thefe purfuits, were the 
kings of Spain and Portugal, the firft of them 
having difcovered the immenfe and opulent con- 
tinent of America, and its adjacent iilands*, whillt 
the other, by doubling the Cape of Good Hope, 
had opened to his fleets a pafiage to the fouthern 
coaft of Alia, ufually called the Eaft-Indies, and 
by his fettlements in that part of the globe, be- 
came pofiefi'ed of many of the manufactures, and 
natural productions, with which it abounded, 
and which, for feme ages, had been the wonder 
and delight of the more polifhed and luxurious 
part of mankind. \ 

In the mean time, thefe two nations of Spain 
and Portugal, who were thus profecuting the 
fame views, though in different quarters of the 
world, grew extremely jealous of each other, 
and became apprehenfive of nautual encroach- 
ments ; and therefore, to quiet their jealoufies, 
and to enable them with more tranquillity to pur- 
fue the propagation of the Catholic faith in thefe 
diftant countries, (they having, both of them, 
given diftinguifhed marks of their zeal for their mother-church, by their butchery of innocent 
Pagans) Pope Alexander VI. granted to the Spa- 
niftr crown, the property and dominion of all 
places, either already difcovered, or that Ihould 
be difcovered, an hundred leagues to the wert- ward of the iilands of Azores, leaving all the un- 
known courttries to the eaftward of this limit, to 
the induftry and difquifition of the Portuguefe. 
And this boundary being afterwards removed 
two hundred and fifty leagues more to the weft- ward, by the agreements of both nations, it was imagined, that this regulation would have fup- 
prefled ali the feeds of future contefts : for the 
Spaniards prefumed, that the Portuguefe would 
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be hereby prevented from meddling with their 
colonies in America ; and thej Portuguefe fup- 
pofed, that their Eaft-India fettlements, and par- 
ticularly the fpice iflands, which they had then 
newly found out, were for ever fecured from any 
attempts of the Spanifh nation. 

But it feems, the infallibility of the holy fa- ther had, on this occafion, deferred him, and, 
for want of being more converfant in geography, 
he had not forefeen, that the Spaniards, by pur- 
fuing their difcoveries to the weft, and the Por- 
tuguefe to the eaft, might at laft meet with each 
other, and be again embroiled, as it a&ually 
happened within a few years afterwards. For 
Ferdinand Magellan, an officer in the king of 
Portugal’s fervice, having received fome difguft from the court, either by the defalcation of his 
pay, or by having his parts, as he conceived, too 
cheaply confidered, he entered into the fervice 
of the king of Spain. As he appears to have been 
a man of ability, he was defirous of fignalizing 
his talents in fome enterprize which might prove 
extremely vexatious to his former mailers, and 

f might teach them to eftimate his worth, fjom the 
greatnefs of the mifchief he brought upon them j this being the moft obvious and natural turn of 
all fugitives, more efpecially of thofe who, be- 
ing really men of capacity, have quitted their 
country, by reafon of the fmall account that has 
been made of them. Magellan, in purfuance of 
thefe vindidlive views, knowing that the Portu- 
guefe confidered their traffic to the fpice iflands, 
as their moft important acquifition in the Eaft, 
r-efolved with himfelf to inftigate the court of 
Spain to an attempt, which, by ftill puffiing their 
difcoveries to the weftward, would give' them a 
right to interfere, both in the property and com- 
merce of thefe renowned countries; and the 
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king of Spain, approving of this proj,e£, Ma- 
gellan, in the year 1519, fet fail from the port 
of Sevil, in order to carry this enterprife into ex- 
ecution. He had with him a confiderable force, 
confifting of five fhips, and two hundred'and thir- 
ty-four men, with which he flood for the coaft 
of South America, and, ranging along the fliore, 
he at length, towards the end of October ^20, 
had the good fortune to difcover thofe ft'reights, 
which have fince been' denominated from him, 
and which opened him a paflage into the South 
Seas. This, which- was the firft part of his 
fcheme, being thus happily accomplifhed, he, af- 
ter fome flay on the cpaft of Peru, fet fail again 
to the weftward, with a view of falling in with 
the fpice i(lands. In this extenfive run acrofs the 
Pacific ocean, he firffc difcovered the Ladrones^ 
or Marian iflatids; and, continuing on his courfe, 
he at length reached the Philippine iflands, which 
are the moft eaftern part of Afia, where, ven-> 
turing On fhore in an hoftile manner, and Ikir- 
milhihg with the Indians, he was (lain. 

By the death of Magellan, ^his original proje£fe 
of fecurjngfomeof the fpice iflahds, wasdefeated; 
for thofe who were left in command contented 
themfelves with ranging through them, and pur- 
chafing feme fpices from the natives; after which 
they returned home round the Cape of Good 
Hope, being the firft flvips which had ever fur- 
rounded this terraqueous globe-, and thereby de- 
monftrated, by a palpable experiment, obvious 
to:the groflelTand-moft vulgar capacity, the rea- 
lity of its long difputed fpherical figure. 

But though Spain did not hereby acquire the 
property of any of the fpice iflands, yet the dif- 
covery of the Philippines, made in this expedi- 
tion, was thought too cbnfiderahle to be negleH- 
fed ; fince thefe were not far diftant from thofe-- 
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places which produced fpicefe, and were very well 
fituated for the Chinefe trade, and for the com- 
merce of ofhfcr parts of India. A communication, 
therefore, was foon eftablifhed, and carefully fup- 
ported between thefe iflands and the Spanilh co- 
lonies on the coaft of Peru ; whence'the city of 
Manila, (which was built on the ifland of Luco- 
nia, the chief of the Philippines) became in a 
fhort time, the mart of all Indian commodities, 
which were brought up by the inhabitants, and 
were annually fent to the South Seas to be there 
vended on their account; and th« returns of this 
commerce to Manila, being principally made in filver, the place by degrees grew extremely opu- 
lent, and its tradtrfo far increafed, as to engage 
the attention of 'the court of Spain, and to be 
frequently controlled and regulated by royal e- 
di£ts; 

In the infancy of this trade, it was carried ore 
from the port of Callao to the city of Manila, in 
which navigation the trade-wind continually fa- 
voured them; fo that, notwithftanding thefe pla- 
ces were diftaritbetw'cen three and four thoufand 
leagues, -yet the voyage was often made in little more than two months ; but then the return from 
Manila was extremely troublefome and tedious, 
and is faid to have fometimes lafted above a 
twelvemonth; whith, if they pretended to ply 
up within the limits of the trade-wind, is not at 
all to be Wondered at. Indeed, though it is aU 
ferted, that, in their'ffrfl voyages, they were fo imprudent aAtlunfkilful as to attempt this c'ourfe; 
yet that 'route was foon laid'afide/by the advice 
as it is faid, of a Jefuit, who perftudcd them to 
fteer to the northward till they got clear of the 
trade-winds, and then, by the favour of the weft- 
eriy'winds; which generally prevail in high lati- 
tudes, tbft'r etch away'fb'r the coalVof California;. 
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This, we know, hath been the pra&ice for at 
leaft a hundred and fixty years pad ; as Sir Tho- 
mas Cavendifli, in the year 1586, engaged, off* 
the fouth end of California, a veflel bound from 
Manila to the American coafL And it was in 
compliance with this new plan of navigation, and 
to fliorten the run both backwards and forwards, 
that the ftaple of this commerce to and from Ma- 
nila was removed from Callao, on the coaft of 
Peru, to the port of Acapulco, on the coaft o£ 
Mexico, where it continues, fixed to this time. 

Such was the commencement, and fuch were 
the early regulations of this commerce ; but its prefent condition being a much more interefting 
fubjedt, I muft beg leave to dwell longer on this 
head, and to be indulged in a more particular narration, beginning with a defcription of the 
ifland of Luconia, and of the port and bay of Ma- 
nila. 

The ifland of Luconia, though fituated in the 
latitude of 15° north, is efteemed to be in gene- 
ral extremely healthy, and the water that is found upon it is faid to be the beft in the world. 
It produces all the fruits of the warm climates, 
and abounds in a moft excellent breed of horfes, iuppofed to be carried thither firft from Spain. 
It is very well feated for the Indian and Chinefe 
trade and the bay and port of Manila, which 
lies on its weftern fide, is, perhaps, the moft re- markable on the whole globe, the bay being a 
large circular bafon, near ten leagues in diame- 
ter, great part of it entirely land locked. On 
the eaft fide of this bay Hands the city of Mani- 
la, which is large and populous, and which, at 
the beginning of this war, was only an open 
place, its principal defence confifting in a fmall 
fort, whichwasalmoftfurrounded on every fide by 
houfes ; but they have lately made confiderabk 
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additions to its fortifications ; though I have not 
yet learned after what manner. The port pe- 
culiar to the city is called Cabite, and lies near 
two leagues to the fouthward j and in this port 
all the fliips employed for the Acapulco<trade are 
ufually Rationed. As I have never feenbut one 
engraved plan of this bay, and that in an un- 
common colle&ion, I have added, in the thirty- 
third plate, a plan which fell into|my hands, and 
which differs confiderably from that already pub- 
lifhed ; but I cannot pretend to decide which of 
the two is moft to be relied on. 

The city of Manila itfelf is in a healthy fitu- 
ation, is well watered, and is in the neighbour- 
hood of a very fruitful and plentiful country v 
but as the principal bufinefs of this place is its 
trade to Acapulco, it lies under fome difadvan- 
tage, from the difficulty there is in getting to fea- 
to the eaflward ; for the paffage is among iflands, 
and through channels, where the Spaniards, by 
reafon of their unfkilfulnefs in marine affairs, 
wafte much time, and are often in great danger. 
Thefe inconveniencies will be better apprehended 
by the reader from the draught of the ifland of Luconia, and of its neighbouring ifles, (plate 
XXVIth) which was taken from the enemy, and 
had been newly drawn and corrected but a fhort 
time before. 

The trade carried on from this place to Chi- 
na, and different parts of India, is principally 
for fuch commodities as are intended to fupply 
the kingdoms of Mexico and Peru. Thefe are 
fpices, all forts of Chinefe filks and manufac- 
tures, particularly filk ftockings, of which I 
have heard, that no lefs than fifty thoufand pair 
were the ufual number fhipped in each cargo y 
vafl quantities of Indian fluffs, as callicoes and 
chintz, which are much worn in America, to- 
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gather with other minuter articles, as goldfmiths 
work, &c. which is principally wrought at the 
city of Manila itfelf by the Chinefe ; for it is faid 
there are at leaft twenty thoufand Chinefe whd 
conftantly refide there, either as fervants, ma- 
nufa&urers, or brokers. All thefe different 
commodities are colledded at Manila, thence to 
be tranfported annually in one or more (hips, to 
Acapulco, in the kingdom of Mexjco.- 

This trade to Acapulco is not laid open to all 
the inhabitants of Manila, but is confined by ve- 
ry particular regulations, fomewhat analogous 
to thofe by which the trade of the regifter fhips 
from Cadiz to the Weft Indies is rcitrained. 
The fhips employed herein are found by the King of Spain, who pays the officers'land crew, 
and the tonage is divided into a certain number 
of bales, all of tlie fame fize. Thefe are diftri- 
buted amongft the convents at Manila, but prin- 
cipally to the Jefuits, as a donation to fupport 
their millions for the propagation of the Catho- 
lic faith; and the convents have thereby a right 
to embark fuch a quantity of goods on board the 
Manila ftnp, as the tonage of‘their bales amounts 
to:; or if they chufe not to be concerned in 
trade themfelves, they have the power of felling 
this privilege to others ; nor is it uncommon, 
when the merchant, to whom they fell their 
ffiare, is unprovided of a (lock, for the convents 
to lend him cQnfiderabk ftims df money on bot- 
tomry. 

. Th« trade is, by the royal edidts, limited to a 
certain value, which the annual cargo ought not 
to exceed. Some Spanilh manufcripts, I have 
feen, mention this limitation to be 600,000 dol- 
lars; but the annual cargo-does certainly fufpafs this fum: ami though it may be difficult toffix 
its exadi value, yet, from many -compaiifons,-1 
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conclude, that the return cannot be much fhort 
of three millions of dollars. 

As it is fufficiently obvious, that the greateft 
(hare of the treafure returned from Acapulco to 
Manila, does' not remain in that place, but is 
again difperfed into different parts of India; and1 

as all European nations have generally efteemed 
it good policy to keep their Americair fettle- 
meats in an immediate dependence on their mo- 
ther country, without permitting them to carry 
on dire&ly any gainful traffic with other powers ; 
thefe confiderations have occafioned many re- 
monftrances to be prefented to the court of Spain againft this Indian trade, allowed to the 
kingdom of Mexido. It has been urged, that 
the filk manufa&ures of Valentia, and other 
parts of Spain, are hfereby greatly prejudiced, 
and the linens carried from Cadiz much injured 
in their fale ; fince the Chinefe filks, coming al- 
moft direffly to Acapulco, can be afforded conff- 
derably cheaper there than any European mami- fadtures of equal goodnefs ; and the cotton from 
the Coromandel coart, make the European linens 
nearly ufelefs : fo that the Manila trade renders 
both Mexico and Peru lefs dependent upon 
Spain, for a fupply of their ncceffities, than 
they ought to be, and exhaufts tbofe countries 
Of a confiderable quanity of filver, the greateft part of which, were this trade prohibited, would 
center in Spain, either in payment for Spanhhi 
commodities, or in gains, to the Spanilh mer- chant •, whereas, now, the only advantage which 
arifes from it, is the enriching the Jefuits, and 
a few particular perfons befides, at the other ex- 
tremity of the world. Thefe arguments did fo far influence Don Joftph Patinho, who was for- 
merly prime minifter, arid an enemy to the Je- 
iuits, that, about the year 1725, he had- re- 
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folved to abolifti this trade, and to have permit- 
ted no Indian commodities to be introduced into any of the Spanifli ports in the Weft Indies, ex- 
cept fuch as were brought thither by the regifter 
fhips from Europe. But the powerful intrigues 
of the Jefuits prevented this regulation from ta- 
king place. 

This trade from Manila to Acapulco, and 
back again, is ufually carried on in one, or, at 
moft, two annual fhips, which fet fail from Ma- 
nila about July, and arrive at Acapulco in the 
December, January, or February following j 
and having there difpofed of their effedfs, return 
from Manila fome time in March, where they 
generally arrive in June ; fo that the whole voy- 
age generally takes up very near an entire year'. 
For this reafon, though there is often no more 
than one fhip freighted at a time, yet there is al- 
ways one ready for the fea when the other ar- 
rives ; and therefore the commerce at Manila is 
provided with three or four flout fhips, that, in 
cafe of any accident, the trade may not be fuf- 
pended. The largefl of thefe fhips, whofe name 
I have not learned, is defcribed as little lefs than 
one of our firft rate men of war; and indeed 
fhe muft be of an enormous fize, as it is known^ 
that when fhe was employed, with other fhips of 
the fame port, to cruize for our China trade, fhe 
had no lefs than twelve hundred men on board. 
Their other fhips, though far inferior in bulk to 
this, are yet flout large vefTels, of the burden of 
twelve hundred ton and upwards, and ufually 
carry from three hundred and fifty, to fix hun- 
dred hands, paflengers included, with fifty odd 
guns. As thefe are all king’s fhips, commiffion- 
ed and paid by him, there is ufually one amongft 
the captains ftiled the General, and he carries 
the royal ftandard of Spain at the main-top-gal- 
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lant-maft-head, as we ftiall more particularly ob- 
ferve hereafter. 

And now, having defcribed the city and port of 
Manila, and the Ihipping employed by its inha- 
bitants, it is neceflary to give a more circumftan- tial detail of the navigation from thence to Aca- 
pulco. The fhip having received her cargo on 
board, and being fitted for the fea, generally 
weighs from the mole of Cabite about the middle 
of July, taking the advantage of the wefterly 
monl'oon, which then fets in. It appears, by 
the chart already referred to, that the getting 
through the channel called the Boccadero, to the 
eaftward, mull be a troublefome navigation, and, 
in fa£l, it is fometimes the end of Auguft before 
they complete it. When they have cleared this 
paflage, and are difintangled from the iflands, 
they (land to the northward of the eaft, till they 
arrive in the latitude of thirty degrees or up- 
wards, where they expe£l to meet with wefter- 
ly winds, before which they ftretch away for the 
coaft of California. To give a better idea of the track which they hold in this navigation, I have 
inferted, towards the latter end of the third 
book, the copy of a manufcript chart that was 
taken on board one of thefe {hips, on which I 
have laid down the particular route of this vef- 
fel, both in her paflage from Manila to Acapul- 
co, and from Acapulco back again. In this 
chart (as it was drawn for the ufe of the Spa- 
nifh General) there are contained all the difco- 
veries the Manila ftiips have at any time made in 
traverfing the vaft ocean between the Philippine 
iflands and the coaft of Mexico ; whence it ap- 
pears how minute and inconfiderable thofe frag- 
ments of land are which ly difperfedin thatprc- 
digious fea. It is indeed moft remarkable, that 
by the concurrent teftimony of all the Spanilh 
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navigators, there is not one port, nor even a 
tolerable road as yet found out betwixt the Phi- 
lippine iflands arid the cqaft of California ; fo 
that, from: the . time the Manila (hip firft lofes 
.fight of land, flie never lets go her anchor till 
fhe arrives on the ooaft. of California, and very 
pften not till fhe gets to its fouthermoft extre- 
mity. As this voyage is rarely of lefs than fix 
months continuance, and the fhip is deep laden 
•with merchandife, and crowded with people, 
it may appear , w'onderful how they ca,n be {ap- 
plied with a .ftock of frefli. water for fo long 
a time. The method of procuring it is indeed 
extremely fingular, and deferves a very parti- 
cular recital. 

It is well known to thofe who are acquaint- 
ed with the.Spanijfh.cuftoms in the,South Seas, 
that their water, is preferved. omfhip-board, not 
in calks, but in earthen jars* which, in fome 
fprt, refemble the large oil-jars we often fee 
in Europe^ When the Manila fliip firft puts 
to: fea, fhe takes on board a much greater quantity of water than can be be flowed be- 
tween.decks, and the jars, which contain.it, are 
hung.all about the fhrouds and (lays,, fo as to 
exhibit, at a diftance, a very odd appearance.. 
Though it is one convenience of their jars that they are much more manageable than calks, and 
are liable to -no leakage, unlefs they are broken, 
yet it is fufficiently obvious, that a fix, or even 
a three months {tore of water, could never be 
flowed in a fhip. fo loaded, by any management whatever ; ahd. therefore, without fome other 
/apply, this navigation could not be performed. 
.A fupply indeed they have ; but the reliance up- 
on it feems, at firll fight, fo extremely precari- 
ous, that it is wonderful fuch numbers fhould 
rilk the .perilhing by. the moft dreadful of all 
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deaths, on the expe£lation of fo cafual a relief. 
In fliort, their only method of recruiting their 
water, is by the rains which they meet with be- 
tween the latitudes of 30° and 40° north, and 
which they are always prepared to catch. For 
this purpofe they take to fea with them a great 
number of mats, which, whenever the rain de- 
fcends, they range flopingly againft the gun- 
wale, from one end of the {hip to the other, 
their lower edges reding on a large fplit bamboe ; 
whence all the water which falls on the mats, 
drains into the bamboe; and by this, as a trough, 
is conveyed into a jar. And this method of fur- 
nifhing themfelves with water, however acci- 
dental and extraordinary it may at fird fight ap- 
pear, hath never been known to fail them ; but 
it hath been common for them, when their voy- 
age is a little longer than ufual, to fill all their 
water-jars feveral times over. However, though their didrefles for frefli wa- 
ter are much diort of what might be expefted 
in fo tedious a navigation, yet there are other 
inconveniencies generally attendant upon a long continuance at fea, from which they are not ex- 
empted. The principal of thefe is the fcurvy, 
which fometimes rages with extreme violence, 
and dedroys great numbers of the people ; but, 
at other times, their, paflage to Acapulco (of which alone I would be here underdood to 
fpeak) is performed with little- lofs. 

The length of time employed in this paflage, 
fo much beyond what ufually occurs in any other known navigation, is perhaps to be imputed to 
the indolence and unlkilfulnefs of the Spanifh 
failors, and to an unneceflary degree of caution, on pretence of the great riches of the veflel; for 
it is faid, that they rarely fet their main-fail in 
the night, and often lie by unneceflarily. Thus 
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much is certain, that the inftrudlicms given to 
their Captains (which I have feen) feem to have 
been drawn up Ly fuch as were more apprehen- 
five of too ftrong a gale, though favourable, 
than of the inconveniencies and mortality at- 
tendingu lingering and tedious voyage. For the 
Captain is particularly ordered to make his paf- 
fage in the latitude of 30 degrees, if poffible, 
and to be extremely careful to Hand no farther 
tpthe northward than is absolutely neceflary for 
the getting a wefterlywind. This, according to 
our conceptions, appears to be a very abfurd re- 
ftri£Uon, fince it can fcarcely be doubted, but 
that, in the higher latitudes, the wefterly winds 
are much fteddier and brilker than in the latitude 
of 30 degrees. Indeed, the whole condaft of 
this navigation feems liable to very great cenfure ; 
fince if, indead of fleering E. N. E. into the la- 
titude of 30 degrees, they at 'firfl flood N. E. or 
even Hill more northerly, into the latitude of 40 
or 45 degrees, in part of which coafl the trade- winds would greatly affifl them ; I doubt not but 
by this management they might confiderably con- 
tra£l their voyage, and perhaps perform it in 
half the time which is now allotted for it. This 
may in fome meafurebe deduced from their own 
journals, fince, in thofe I have feen, it appears, 
that they are often a month or fix weeks after 
their laying the land, before they get into the 
latitude of 30 degrees; whereas, with a more 
northerly courfe, it might eafily be done in lefs 
than a fortnight. Now, when they were once 
well advanced to the northward, the weflerly 
winds would foon blow them over to the coail of California, and they wmuld be thereby freed from 
the other embarraffments to which they are at prefent fubje£led, only at the expence of a rough 
lea and a fliff gale. This is not merely matter 
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of fpeculation : for I am credibly informed, that, 
about the year 1721, a French Ihip, by purfuing. 
this courfe, ran from the coaft of China to the 
valley of Vanderas, on the coaft of Mexico, in 
lefs than fifty days: but it was faid, that notwith- 
ftanding the fliortnefs of her paflage, (lie fulFer- 
ed prodigioufly by the fcurvy, fo that fire had on- : 
ly four or five of her crew remaining alive when 
Ihe arrived in America. 

However, I fiiajl defeant no longer on the pro- 
bability. of performing this voyage in a much 
fhorter time ; but fhall content myfelf with re- 
citing the a£tual occurrences of the prefent na- 
vigation. The Manila (hip having flood fo far 
to the northward as to meet with awefterly wind, 
ftretches away nearly in the fame latitude for the 
coaft of California ; and when, fhe has run into 
the longitude of about 100 degrees from Cape 
Efpiritu Santo, fhe generally finds a plant float- 
ing on the fea, which, being called Porra by the 
Spaniards, is, I prefume, a fpecies of fea-leek. C)n the fight of this plant, they efteem themfelves 
fufficiently near the Californian fhore, and im- 
mediately ftand to the fouthward ; and they re • 
ly fo much on this circumftance, that, on the firft-. 
difcovery of the plant, the whole {hip’s compa- 
ny chant a folemn 7V Deum, elteeming the diffi- culties and hazards of their paflage to be now at 
an end ; and they conftantly correct their longi- 
tude thereby, without ever coming within fight of land. After falling in with thefe signs, as 
they denominate them, they fleer to the fouth- 
ward, without endeavouring to approach the 
coaft, till they have run into a lower latitude ; 
for, as there are many iflands, and fome ffioals 
adjacent to California, the extreme caution of 
the Spanilh navigators renders them very appre- 
henfive of being engaged with the land : howe- 
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ver, when they draw near its fouthern extremi- 
ty, they venture to hale in, both for the fake of 
making CapeSt Lucas,toafcertain their reckoning, 
and al fo to receive intelligence from thelndian inha- 
bitants whether or not there are any enemies on 
the coaft ; and this laft circumftance, which is 
a particular article in the Captain’s inftru&ions, 
obliges us .to mention in the late proceedings of 
the Jefuits among the Californian Indians. 

Since the firfl; difovery of California, there 
have been various wandering miffionaries, who 
have vifited it at different times, though to little 
purpofe : but of late years the Jefuits, encoura- 

ged and fupported by a large donation from the 
Marquis de Valero, a moft munificent bigot, 
have fixed themfelves upon the place, and have 
there eltablifhed a very confiderable million. 
Their principal fettlement lies juft within Cape 
St Lucas, where they have collefted a great num- 
ber of favages, and have endeavoured to inure 
them to agriculture, and other mechanic arts : 
nor have their efforts been altogether ineffe&ual y 
for they have planted vines at their fettlements 
with very good fuccefs, fo that they already make 
a confiderable quantity of wine, which begins to 
be efteemed in the neighbouring kingdom of 
Mexico, it refembling in flavour the inferior forts 
of Madeira. 

The Jefuits then being thus firmly rooted on 
California, they have already extended their ju.- rifdifhon quite acrofs the country from fea to lea, 
and are endeavouring to fpread their influence 
farther to the northward; with which view 
they have made feveral expeditions up the gulf be- 
tween California and Mexico, in order to difeo- 
ver the nature of the adjacent countries, all 
which they hope hereafter to bring under their power. And being thus occupied in advancing 
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the interefts of their fociety, it is no wonder if 
fome fliare of attention is engaged about the fe- 
curity of the Manila fhip, in which their convent* 
at Manila are fo deeply concerned. For this pur- 
pofe there are refreihments, as fruits, wine, wa- ter, tire, conftantly kept in readinefs for her; and 
there is befides, care taken at Cape St Lucas to 
look out for any fhip of the enemy which mighs 
be cruifing there to intercept her ; this being a 
flation where fhe is conftantly expected, and 
where flic has been often waited for, and fought 
with, though generally with little fuccefs. In 
confequence then of the meafures then mutually 
fettled between the Jefuits of Manila and their 
brethren of California, the Captain of the galeon 
is ordered to fall in with the land to the north- 
ward of Cape St Lncas, where the inhabitants 
are dire£te«L on thefightof the veflel, to make the 
proper fignals with fires.. On difeovering thefe 
fires, the Captain is to fend his launch on fhore 
with twenty men, well armed, who are to carry 
with them the letters from the convents at Mani- 
la to- the Californian miffionaries, and are to 
bring back the refrefhments which will be pre- 
pared from the fhip, and likewife intelligence 
whether or not there are enemies on the coaft. 
If the Captain finds, from the account which is 
fent him, that he has nothing to fear, he is di- 
re£l:ed to proceed from Cape St Lucas, and thence 
to Cape Corientes, after which, he is to coaft it 
along for the port of Acapulco; 

The moft ufual time of the arrival of the gale- 
on at Acapulco is towards the middle of Janua- 
ary: but this navigation isfo uncertain, that fhe 
fometimes gets in a month fooner, and, at other 
times, has been detained at fea above a montlv 
longerl The Port of Acapulco is by much the 
fecureft and fineft in all the northern part of the 
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Pacific ocean, being, as it were, a bafon fur- 
rounded by very high mountains. But the town is a 
moft wretched place, and extremely unhealthy, 
for the air about it is fo pent up by the hills, that 
it has fcarcely any circulation. Acapulco is be- 
fides deftitute of frefh water,except what ^brought 
from a confiderable diftance, and is in all refpefts 
fo inconvenient, that except at the time of the 
mart, whilft the Manila galeon is in the port, it 
is almoft deferted. To compenfate in feme mea- 
fure,. for the fhortnefs of this defeription, I have 
inferted, in the fame plate with the bay of Ma- 
nila above mentioned, a plan of this town, and 
of its port and citadel, in which are likewife 
drawn the new wwks which were added on their 
firft intelligence of the equipment of our fquadron. 
As this plan was taken from the Spaniards, I 
cannot anfwer for its accuracy; but having feen 
two or three other Spanifh draughts of the place, 
I conceive, by comparing them together, that 
this I have here inferted is not very diftant from 
the truth. When the galeon arrives in this port, {he is 
generally moored on its weftern fide, to the two 
trees marked in the plan, and- her cargo is deli- 
vered with ail poffibie expedition. And now 
the town of Acapulco, from almoft a folitude, 
is immediately thronged with merchants from 
all parts of the kingdom of Mexico. The cargo 
being landed and difpofed of, the filver and the 
goods intended for Manila, are taken on board, together with provifions and water, and thefliip 
prepares to put to fea with utmoft expedition. 
There is indeed no time to be loft ; for it is an 
exprefs order to the Captain to be out of the port 
of Acapulco on his retnrn, before the firft day 
of April, N. S. 

Having mentioned the goods intended for Ma- 
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nila, I muft obferve, that the principal return is 
always made in filver, asd confequently the reft' 
of the cargo is but of little account, the other 
articles, befides the filver, being fome cochin- eal, and a few fweetmeats, the produce of the A- 
merican fettlements, together with European 
millinary ware for the women at Manila, and 
fome Spanifh wines, fuch as tent and {berry, which are intended for the ufe of their priefts in 
the adminiftratioh of the facrament. 

And this difference in the cargo of the fliip'to 
and from Manila, occafions a very remarkable 
variety in the manner of equipping her for thefe 
two different voyages. For the galeon, when 
fhe fets fail for Manila, being deep laden with a 
variety of bulky goods, fhe has not the conveni- . 
ency of mounting her lower tire of guns, but 
carries them in her hold, till (he draws near Cape 
St Lucas, and is apprehenfive of an enemy.' Her 
hands too are as few as is confiftent with the 
fafety of the (hip, that ftie may be lefs peftcred 
by the ftowage of provifions. But on her return 
from Acapulco, as her cargo lies in lefs room, 
her lower tire is, or ought to be, always mount- 
ed before {he leaves the port, and her crew is 
augmented with a fupply of failors, and with one 
or two companies of foot, which are intended to 
reinforce the garrifon of Manila. Befides, there being many merchants who take their paffage to 
Manila on board the galeon, her whole number of hands on her return, is ufually little ftiort of fix hundred, all which are eafily provided for, 
by reafon of the fmall ftowage neceffary for the 
filver. * 

The galeon being thus fitted in order to her 
return, the Captain, on leaving the port of Aca- 
pulco, fleers for the latitude of 13s’ or 140, and 
then continues on that parallel till he gets fight 
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of the ifland of Guam, one of the Ladrones. In 
this run the Captain is particularly directed to 
be careful of the fhoals of St Bartholomew, and, 
of the ifland of Gafparico. He is alfo told in his in- 
ftruftions, that to prevent his palling fhe La- 
drones in the dark, there are orders given, that 
through all the month of June fires fliall be light- 
ed every night on the higheft part of Guam and 
Rota, and kept in till the morning. 

At Guam there is a fmall Spataifh garrifon (as ■will be more particularly mentioned hereafter) 
purpofely intended to fecure that place for the re- 
frelhment of the galeon, and to yield her all the 
afliflance in their power. However, the danger 
of the road at Guam is fo great, that though the 
galeon is ordered to call there, yet {he rarely flays 
above a day or two; but getting her water and 
refrefhments on board’as foon as poflible, fhe 
fleers away dire£lly for Cape Efpiritu Santo, on 
the ifland of Samal. Here the Captain is again 
ordered to look out for fignals ; and he is told 
that centinels will be polled not only on that Cape, 
but likewife on Catanduanas, Butufan, Birribo- 
rongo, and on the ifland of Batan. Thefe cen- 
tinels are inflru&ed to make a fire when they 
difcover the {hip, which the Captain is carefully 
to obferve; for if, after this firfl fire is extinguifh- ed, he perceives that four or more are lighted, 
up again, he is then to conclude that there are 
enemies on the coaft; and.on this he is immedi- 
ately to endeavour to fpeak with the centinel on fhore, and to procure from him more particular 
intelligence of their force, and of the ftatiom 
they cruife in; purfuant to which he is to regu- 
late his condu£l, and to endeavour to gain fome 
fecure port amongft thole iflands, without co- 
ming in fight of the enemy, and in cafe he fhould 
be difeovered when in port, and fhould be ap~ 
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prehenfive of an attack, he mufl: land his treafure, 
and muft take fome of his artillery on fhore for 
its defence, not negle&ing to fend frequent and 
particula/ accounts to the city of Manila of all 
that pafles. But if, after the firft fire on fhore, 
the Captain obferves that twofothers only are made 
by the centinels, he is then to conclude that 
there is nothing to fear; and he is to purfue his 
courfe without interruption, making the belt of 
his- way to the port of Cabite, which is the port to the city of Manila, and the conftant ftation 
for all Ihips employed.in this commerce to Aca- 
pulco. 

CHAP. XI. 
Our cruize off the port of Acapulco for 

the Manila fhip. 
I HAVE already mentioned in the ninth chap- 

ter, that the return of our barge from the port 
of Acapulco, where fire had furprifed three ne- 
groe fifhermen, gave us inexpreffible fatisfa&ion, 

.as we learned from our prifoners, that the galeon 
was then preparing to put to fea, and that her departure was fixed, by an edi£I of the Viceroy 
of Mexico, to the J4th cf March, N. S. that is, 
to the third of March according to our reckon- ing. 

What related to this Manila fhip being the 
matter to which we were moft attentive, it was 
neceilarily the firft article of our examination; but having fatisfied ourfelves upon this head, we 
then indulged our curiofity in enquiring after o- ther news : when the prifoners informed us, that 
they had received intelligence at Acapulco of 
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our having plundered and burned the town of 
Pa.ita ; and that, on this occafion, the Governor 
of Acapulco had augmented the fortifications of 
the place, and had taken feveral precautions to 
prevent us from forcing our way into the har- 
bour ; that in particular he had planted a guard 
on the iflaod which lies at the harbour’s mouth, 
and that this guard had been withdrawn but two 
nights before the arrival of our barge •, fo that had the barge fucceeded in her firft attempt, or had 
fiie arrived at the port the fecond time two days 
Ibpner, file could fcarcely have avoided being 
feized on; or if flie had efcaped, it muft have 
been with the lofs of the greateft part of her crew 
as fiie would have been under the fire of the guard 
before fiie had known her danger. 

The withdrawing of this guard was a circum- 
ftance that gave us much pleafure, fince it feem- 
ed to demonftrate, not only that the enemy had 
not asyetdifcovereduSjbutlikewife, thatthey had 
now no farther apprehenfions of our vifiting their 
coaft. Indeed, the prifoners allured us, that 
they had no knowledge of our being in thofe feas, 
and that they had therefore flattered themfelves, 
that in the long interval from our taking of Paita 
we had fleered another courfe. But we did not 
confider the opinion of thefe negroe-prifoners as 
fo authentic a proof of our being hitherto con- cealed, as the withdrawing of the guard from the 
harbour’s mouth ; for this being the attion of the 
Governor, w'as of all arguments 'the moft con- 
vincing, as he might be fuppofed to have intelli- 
gence with which the left of the inhabitants wxre 
unacquainted. 

Satisfied therefore that we were undifcovered, 
and that the day was fixed for the departure of the* galeon from Acapulco, we made all neceflary 
preparations, and waited wdtb the utmoft impa- 
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tieiice, for the important moment. As it was 
the jpth of February when the barge returned 
and brought us our intelligence, and the galeon 
was not to fail till the 3d of March; the Com- 
modore refolve'd to continue the greateft part of 
the intermediate time on his prefent ftation to 
the weftward of Acapulco, conceiving that, in 
this fituation, there would be lefs danger of his 
being feen from the fhore, which was the only 
circumftance that could deprive us of the im~ 
menfe treafure on which we had at prefent lb 
eagerly fixed our thoughts. During this inter- val, we were employed in fcrubbing and clean- 
fing our {hips bottoms, in bringing them into 
their moll advantageous trim, and in regulating 
the orders, fignals, and pofitions to be obferved when we fliould arrive oft' Acapulco, and the 
time appointed for the departure of the galeon 
ihould draw nigh. 

It was on the ill of March we made the high 
lands, ufually called the Paps over Acapulco, and got with -all poflible expedition into the fituation 
prefcribed by the Commodore’s orders. The dif- 
tribution of our fquadron on this occafion, both 
for the intercepting the galeon, and for avoiding 
a difcovery from the ftiore, was fo very judiciouc, that it well merits to be diftinttly de fed bed. The 
order of it was thus; the Centurion brought 
the paps over the harbour to bear N. N. E. at fif- teen leagues diftance, which was a fufficient of- 
fing to prevent our being feen by the enemy. To 
the weftward of the Centurion there was ftation- 
ed the Carmelo, and to the caftward theTryal’s 
prize, the Gloucefter, and the Carmin; thefe 
were all ranged in a circular line, and each fhip 
was three leagues diftant from the next, fo that the Carmelo and the Carmin, which were the 
two extremes, were twelve leagues removed from 
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each other ; and as the galeon could without 
doubt be difcerned at fix leagues diftande from 
either extremity, the whole fweep of our fqua- 
dron, within which nothing could pafs undifco- 
vered, was at leaft twenty-four leagues in extent; 
and yet wre were fo conne&ed by our fignals, as 
to be eafily and fpeedily informed of what was 
feen in any part of the line. To render this dif- 
pofition ftill more complete, and to prevent even 
the poffibility of the galeon’s efcaping us in the 
night, the two cutters belonging to the Centu- 
rion and Gloucefter, were both manned and fent 
on {bore, and commanded to lie all day at the di- 
ftance of four or five leagues from the entrance 
of the port, where, by reaibn of their fmallnefs, 
they could not poffibly be difeovered; but in the 
night they were directed to ftand nearer to the 
harbour’s mouth, and, as the-light of the mor- 
ning approached, to come back again to their 
day-pofts. When the cutters fhould firft difcern 
the Manila fhip, one of them was to return to 
the fquadron, and make a fignal, whether the 
galeon flood to the eaftward or to the weftward, 
whilft the other was to follow the galeon at a 
diflance, and if it grew daik, to diredl the fqua- 
dron in their chace, by fhewing falfe fires. The particular fituation of each fbip, and of the cut- 
ters, and the bearings from each other, which 
they were to obferve, in order to keep their fta- 
tions, will be better underftood by the delinia- 
tion exhibited in the XXVIIth plate; a draught 
of which was delivered to each of the comman- 
ders at the fame time with their orders. 

Befides the care we had taken to prevent the galeon from pafiing by us unobferved, we had not 
been inattentive to the means of engaging her to 
advantage when we came up with her; for, con- fidering the thinnefs of our crews, and the 
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vaunting account given by the Spaniards of her 
fize, her guns, and her ftrength, this was a con- 
fideration not to be neglected. As we fuppofed 
that none of our {hips but the Centurion and 
Gloucefler were capable of lying along fide of her, 
we took on board the Centurion all the hands be- 
longing to the Carmelo and Carmin, except what 
were juft fufficient to navigate thofe {hips ; and 
Captain Saunders was ordered to fend from the 
Tryal’s prize ten Engliflimen, and as many ne- 
groes, to reinforce the crew of the Gloucefter. 
At the fame time, for the encouragement of our 
negroes, of which we had a confiderable num- 
ber on board, we promifed them that, on their 
good behaviour, they {hould have their freedom. 
As they had been almoft every day trained to the managment of the great guns for the two prece- 
ding months, they were very well qualified to be 
of fervice to us ; and from their hopes of liberty, 
and in return for the kind ufage they had met' 
with amongft us, they feemed difpofed to ex- 
ert themfelves to the utmoft of their power 
whenever we fhould have occafion for them. 

Being thus prepared for the reception of the 
galeon, we expe&ed, with the utmoft impatience, 
the often mentioned 3d of March, the day fixed 
for her departure. No fooner did that day dawn, than we were, all of us, mAft eagerly engaged in 
looking out towards Acapulco, from whence 
neither the cafual duties on board, nor the cabs 
pf hunger, could eafily divert our eyes ; and we were fo ftrangely prepoffefled with the certainty 
of our intelligence, and with an afittrance of her coming out of port, that fome or other amongft 
us, were conftantly imagining, that they difco- vered one of our cutters returning with a fignal. 
But, to our extreme vexation, both this day and 
the fucceeding night pafied over without anynews 
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of the galet>n : however, we did not yet defpair, 
but were all heartily difpofed to flatter ourfelves, 
that fome unforefeen accident had intervened, 
which might have put off her departure for a 
few days ; and fuggeftions of this kind occurred 
in plenty, as we knew that the time fixed by the 
Viceroy for her failing, was often prolonged on 
the petition of the merchants of Mexico. Thus 
we kept up our hopes, and did not abate of our 
vigilance; and as the 7th of March was Sunday, 
the beginning of Paffion-week, which is obferved 
by the Papifts with great ftriftnefs, and a total 
ceflation from all kinds of labour, fo that no {hip 
is permitted to ftir out of port during the whole 
week, this q-uieted our apprehenfions for fome 
time, and difpofed us not to expeft the galeon 
till the week following. On the Friday in this 
week, our cutters returned to us, and the officers 
on board them, were very confident that the ga- 
leon was ftill in port, for that fhe could not pof- 
fibly have come out but that they muff have feen 
her. The Monday morning following, that is,' 
on the 15th of March, the cutters were again 
difpatchcd to their old ftation, and our hopes were 
once more indulged in as fanguine prepofleffions 
as before; but, in a week’s time, our eagernefs 
was greatly abated, and a general dejettion and 
defpondency took place in its room. It is true, 
there were fome few amongft us who ftill kept 
up their fpirits, and were very ingenious in find- 
ing out reafons to fatisfy themfelves, that the 
difappointnient we had hitherto met with, had 
only been occafioned by a cafual delay of the ga- 
leon, which a few days would remove, and not 
by a total fufpenfion of her departure for the 
whole feafon : but thefe fpeculations were not 
adopted by the generality of our people; for they 
were perfuaded, that the enemy had, by fome ac- 
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cident, difcovered our being upon the coaft, and 
bad therefore laid an embargo on the galeon till 
the next year. And indeed this perfuafion was 
but too well founded; for we afterwards learned, 
that our barge, when fent on the difcovery of the 
port of Acapulco, had been feen from the fhore, 
and that this circumftance (no embarkations-but 
canoes ever frequenting that coaft) was to them 
a fufficient proof of the neighbourhood of our 
fquadron ; on which they ftopped the galeon till 
thfc fucceeding year. 

The Commodore himfelf, though he declared 
not his opinion, was yet, in his own thoughts, 
apprehenfive that we were difcovered, and that 
the departure of the galeon was put oft'; and he 
had, in confequence of this opinion, formed a 
plan for pofleffing himfelf of Acapulco ; becaufe 
he had no doubt but the treafure as yet remained 
in the town, even though the orders for difpatch- 
ing of the galeon were countermanded. Indeed, 
the place was too well defended to be carried by 
an open attempt; fince, befides the garrifon and 
the crew of the galeon, there were in it at leaft 
a thoufand men well armed, who had marched 
thither as guards to the treafure when it was 
brought down from the city of Mexico: for the 
roads thereabouts are fo much infefted, either by 
independent Indians or fugitives, that the Spa- 
niards never truft the filver without an armed 
force to protedf it. Befides, had the ftrength of 
the place been lefs confiderable, and fuch as 
might not have appeared fuperior to the efforts 
of our fquadron, yet a declared attack would have 
prevented us receiving any advantages from its 
fuccefs ; for, upon the. firft difcovery of our fqua- dron, all the treafure would have been ordered 
into the country, and in a few hours, would have 
been out of our reach; fo that our conqueft would 
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have been only a defolate town, where we fhould 
have found nothing that could in the leaft have 
countervailed the fatigue and hazard of the under- 
taking. 

For thefe reafons, the furprizal of the place 
was the only method that could at all anfwer our 
purpofe ; and therefore the manner in which Mr 
Anfon propofed to condu£f this enterprife was, 
by fetting fail with the fquadron in the evening, 
time enough to arrive at the port in the night. 
As there is no danger on that coaft, he would 
have flood boldly for the harbour’s mouth, where 
he expecled to arrive, and perhaps might have 
entered before the Spaniards were acquainted 
with his defigns : as foon as he had run into the 
harbour, he intended to have pufhed two hundred 
of his men on fhore in his boats, who were im- 
mediately to attempt the fort marked (C) in the 
plan mentioned in the preceding chapter, whilft 
he, the Commodore, with his fliips, was employ- 
ed in firing upon the town and the other batteries. 
And thefe different opperations, which would 
have been executed with great regularity, could 
hardly have failed of fucceeding againfl an ene- 
my, who would have been prevented by the fud- 
dennefsof the attack, and by the want of day-light, 
from concerting any mtafures for their defence : 
fo that it was extremely probable that we fhould 
have carried the fort by florm ; and then the o- 
ther batteries, being open behind, mull have been foon abandoned; after which the town and its 
inhabitants, and all the treafure, mufl neceffari- 
ly hav^ fallen into our hands. For the place is 
fo cooped up with mountains, that it is fcarcely 
pofhble to efcape out of it, but by the great road, 
marked (II. H.) in the plan, which paffes under 
the fort. This was the prqiedl which the Com- 
modore had thus far fettled generally in his 
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thoughts *, but when he began to enquire into 
fucb circumftances as vrere neceffary to be confi- 
dered, in order to regulate the particulars of its 
executiou., lie found there was a diffieulty which,, being infuperable, occafioned the enterprife to be 
laid afide : as, on examining the prifoners about- 
the winds which prevail near the ftiore, he learn- ed (and it was afterwards confirmed by the oifi- 
' cers of our cutters) that nearer in fhore, there 

was always a dead calm for the greateft part of 
the night, amd that towards morning, when a 
gale fprung up, it conftantly blew off the land : 
fo that the fetting fail from our prefent ftation in 
the evening, and arriving at Acapulco before day- 
light, wras impoffible. 

This fcheme, as hath been faid, was formed 
by the Commodore, upon a fuppofition that the 
galeon was detained till the next year : but as this 
was a matter of opinion only, and not fpunded 
on intelligence, and there was a pofiibility that 
(he might {till put to fea in a ftiort time, the Com- 
modore thought it prudent t;o continue cruiling on his prefent llation, as long as the neceflary 
attention to his {lores $t: wood and water, and to 
the convenient feafon for his future paffage to 
China, would give him leave. And therefore, 
as the cutters had been ordered to remain before 
Acapulco till the a^d of March, the fquadron did 
not change its pofition till that day,; when the 
cutters not appearing, we were in fome pain for 
them, apprehending they might have fpfFercd ei- 
ther from the enoray or the'weatherbut we 
were relieved 'from our co-ncern the next moriir. 
ing, when we dileovered them, thpugh at a great; 
distance, and to the leeward of the fquadron. We bore down to them, and took them up, and 
were informed by them, that, conformable to 
their orders, they had left thejr ftatjon the day 
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before, without having feen any thing of the ga- 
leon ; and we found, that the reafon of their be- 
ing fo far to the leeward of us, was a ftrong cur- 
rent, which had driven the whole fquadron to 
windward. 

And here it is neceffary to mention, that, by 
information which was afterwards received, it 
appeared that this prolongation of our cruife was 
a very prudent meafure, and afforded us no con- 
temptible chance of feizing the treafure on ■which 
we had fo long fixed our thoughts. For after the 
embargo was laid on the galeon, as is before 
mentioned, the perfons principally interefted in 
the cargo, difpatched feveral exprefles to Mexi- 
co, to beg that fhe might ftill be permitted to 
depart. It feems they knew, by the accounts 
fent from Paita, that we had not more than three 
hundred men in all; whence they infifted, that 
there was nothing to be feared, as the galeon,. 
carrying above twdce as many hands as our whole 
fquadron, would be greatly an over-match for 
us. And though the Viceroy was inflexible, yet, 
on the account of their reprefentation, fhe was 
kept ready for the fea near three u'eeks after the 
firft order came to detain her. When w'e had taken up the cutters, all the 
fhips being joined, the Commodore made a fig- 
nal to fpeak wdth their commanders ; and, upon 
enquiry into the ftock of frefh water remaining 
on board the fquadron, it was found to be fo very {lender, that we were under a neceffity of quit- 
ting our Ration to procure a frefh fupply. Con- 
fulting what place was the propereft for this pur- 
pofe, it was agreed that the harbour of Seguata- 
neio or Chequetan, being the neareft, was, on 
that account, the moft eligible; fo that it wus immediately refolved to make the beft of our way 
thither; but that, even while we were recruiting 
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our water, we might not totally abandon our 
views upon the grdeon, which perhaps, from cer- 
tain intelligence of our being employed at Che- 
quetap, might venture to flip out to fea, our cut- 
ter, under the command of Mr Hughs, the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tryal’s prize, was ordered to cruize 
off the port of Acapulco for twenty-four days : that, if the galeon fhould fet fail in that interval, 
we might be fpeedily informed of it. In purfu- 
ance of thefe refolutions, we endeavoured to ply 
to the weft ward, to gain our intended port} but 
were often interrupted in our progrefs by calms 
and adverfe currents. At rhefe intervals we em- 
ployed ourfelves in taking out the moft valuable 
part of the cargoes of the Carmelo and Carmin 
prizes, which two {hips we intended to deftroy 
as foon as we had tolerably cleared them. By the 
i ft of April, we were fo far advanced towards 
Seguataneio, that we thought it expedient to fend 
out two boats, that they might range along the 
coaft to difcover the watering-place ; they were 
gone fome days, and our water being now very 
fhort, it was a particular felicity to us that we 
met with daily fupplies of turtle} for had we 
been entirely confined to fait provifions, we muft 
have fuffered extremely in fo warm a climate. 
Indeed our prefent circumftances were fufficient- 
ly alarming, and gave the moft confiderate a- 
mongft us, as much concern as any of the nu- 
merous perils we had hitherto encountered : for 
our boats, as we conceived by their not return- 
ing, had not as yet found a place proper to wa- 
ter at; and by the leakage of our calks, and o- ther accidents, we had not ten days water on 
board the whole fquadron} fo that from the known difficulty of procuring water on this coaft, 
and the little reliance we had on the Buccaneer 
writers (the only guides we had to truft to) we 
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werq appreliewfive of being foon expofed to a ca- 
lamity the moft terrible of any that occurs in the 
long difheartning catalogue of the diftrelles of a 
i'ea-faring life. 

But thefe gloomy fuggeftions were at length 
happily ended: for our boats returned on the 
<;th of April, having, about feven miles to the 
we it ward of the rocks of Seguataneio, met with 

jx place fit for our purpefe ; and which, by the ■defeription they gave of it, appeared to be 
the port of Chequetan, mentioned by Dampier. 
The fuccefs of our boats was highly agreeable to 
us, and they were ordered out again next day, to 
found the harbour and its entrance, which they 
had reprefented as very narrow. At their re- 
turn they reported the place to be free from any 
danger ; fo that on the 7th we flood for it, and 
that evening came to an anchor in eleven fa- 
thom. The Gkmcefter call anchor at the fame time with us; but the Carmelo and the Carmin, 
having fallen to the leeward, the Tryal’s prize 
was ordered to join them, and to bring them up, 
which in two or three days (he effected. 

Thus, after a four months qpntinuance at fea, 
from the leaving of Quibo, and having but fix 
days water on board, we arrived in the harbour 
of Chequetan ; the defeription of which, and of 
the adjacent coaft, {hail be the bufinefs of the 
enfuing chapter. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Defcription of the harbour cf Chequetan, 

of the adjacent coafl and country. 
THE harbour of Chequetan, which we 

here propofe to defcribe, lies in the lati- tude of 170: 7o' north, and is about thirty 
leagues to the weftward of Acapulco. It is eafy to be dilcovered by any fhip that will keep well 
in with the lapd, efpeciaby by fuch as range 
down the coal! from Acapulco, and will attend 
to the following particulars. 

There is a beach of fand, which extends eigh- 
teen leagues from the harbour of Acapulco to 
the weftward, againft which the fea breaks fo 
violently, that, with our boats, it would be im- 
poftible to land on any part of it: but yet the 
ground is fo clean, that, during the fair feafon, 
flops may anchor in great fafety at the diftance 
of a mile or two from the fhore. The land ad- 
jacent to this beach is generally low, full of vil- 
lages, and planted with a great number of trees, 
and on the tops of fome fmall eminences there 
are feveral look-out towers ; fo that the face of the country affords a very agreeable profpect: 
for the cultivated part, which is the part here 
deferibed, extends fome leagues back from the 
fhore, where it feems to be bounded by a chain 
of mountains, which ftretch to a confiderable diftance on either fide of Acapulco. It is a moft 
remarkable particularity, that, in this whole ex- tent, containing, in appearance, the molt po- 
pulous and belt planted diltri£t of the whole 
coaft, thefe fhould be neither canoes, boats, nox 
any other embarkations, either for filhing, coalU 
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ing, or for plcafure. This cannot be imputed 
to the difficulty of landings becaufe in many 
parts of Africa and Afia, where the fame incon- 
venience occurs, the inhabitants have provided 
againft it by veflels of a peculiar fabric. I there- 
fore conceive, that the government, to prevent 
fmuggling, have prohibited the ufe of all kinds 
of fmall craft in that diftrift. 

The beach here described is the fureft guide to 
thofe who are defirous of finding the harbour of 
Chequetan : fof five miles to the weftward of the 
extremity of this beach there appears a hum- 
mock, which at firll makes like an illand, and is 
in lhape not very unlike the hill of Petaplan, 
hereafter mentioned, though much fmailer. 
Three miles to the wellward of this hummock, 
is a white rock, near the fhore, which cannot 
eafily be paffdd by unobferved : it is about two 
cables length from the land, and lies in a large 
bay about nine leagues over. The weft point of 
this bay is the hill of Petaplan, which is repre- 
fented in the XXVIllth plate, with the view of 
the illands of Quicara and Quibo. 'Ibis hill of 
Petaplan, like the forementioned hummock, may 
be at firft miftaken for an illand,, though it be, 
in reality, a peninfula, which is joined to the 
continent by a low and narrow ifthmus, covered 
over with Ihrubs and fmall trees. The bay of 
Seguataneio extends from this hill a great way 
to the weftward : and it appears by a plan of the 
bay of Petaplan, which is part of that of .Segua- 
taneio, and is to be feen in the XXIXth plate, 
that at a fmall diftance from the hilf, and oppo- 
fite to the entrance of the bay, there is an af- femblage of rocks, which are white, from the 
excrements of boobies and tropical birds. Four 
of thefe rocks are high and large, and, together 
with feveral fmaller ones, are, by the . help of a 
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little imagination, pretended to refemble the form of a crofs, and are called the White Friais. 
Thefe rocks, as appears by the plan, bear W. by 
N. from Petaplan; and about feven miles to the 
weftward of them lies the harbour of Chequetan, 
which is Hill more minutely diftinguilhed by a 
large and Angle rock, that rifes out of the water, 
a mile and a half diftant from the entrance, and 
bears S. £ W. from the middle of it. The ap- 
pearance of this entrance is very accurately re- 
prefented in the XXXth plate, where (e) is the 
eaft point of the harbour, and (d) the weft, the 
forementioned rock being marked (/.) In the 
fame view (a) is a large fandy bay, but where 
there is no landing; [/>) are four remarkable 
white rocks ; and from the point (c) there runs 
another bay to the weftward. To thefe direc- 
tions I muft add, that the coaft is noways to be 
dreaded between the middle of O&ober and the 
beginning of May, nor is there any danger from 
the winds ; though, in the remaining part of the 
year, there are frequent and violent tornadoes, 
heavy rains, and hard gales in all direftions of 
the compafs. Such are the infallible marks by which the har- 
bour of Chequetan may be known to thofe who 
keep well in with the land. But as to thofe 
who keep at any confiderable diftance from the 
coaft, there is no other method to be taken for 
finding the place, than that of making it by the 
latitude ; for there are fo many ranges of moun- 
tains rifing one upon the back of another within 
land, that no drawings of the appearance of the 
coaft can be at a 1 depended on when off at fea ; 
every little change of diftance or variation of po- 
rtion bringing new mountains in view, and pro- 
ducing an infinity of different profpe&s, which 
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render all attempts of delineating the afpeft of 
the coaft impoifible. Having clifc»fled the methods of difcovering 
the harbour of Chequetan, it is time to infect 
the plan of the harbour itfelf; this is reprefent-- 
ed in the XXXIft plate, where it may be feen, 
that its entrance is but about half a mile broad ; 
the two points which form it, and which are 
faced with rocks that are almolt perpendicular, 
bear from each other S. E. and N. W< The 
harbour is invironed on all Tides, except to the 
weftward, with high mountains overfpread with 
trees. The paflage into it is very fafe on either 
fide of the rock that lies off the mouth of it; 
though we, both in coming in and going out, < 
left it to the eaftward. The ground without the 
harbour is gravel mixed with Hones, but within 
it is a foft mud : and it mull be remembered, 
that in coming to an anchor, a good allowance 
fhould be made for a large fwell, which frequent- 
ly caufes a great fend of the fea ; as likewil'e, for 
the ebbing and flowing of the tide, which we 
obferved to be about five feet, and that it fet 
nearly E. and W. 

The watering place is fituated in that part of 
the harbour where frefh water is marked on the 
plan. This, during the whole time of our flay, 
had the appearance of a large Handing lake, 
without any vifible outlef into the fea, from 
which it is feparated by a part of the Hrand. 
The origin of this lake is a fpring that bubbles out 
of the ground near half a mile within the coun- 
try. We found the water a little brackilh, but 
more confiderably fo towards the fea fide; for 
the nearer we advanced towards the fpring head, 
the fofter and freflier it proved. This laid us 
under a neceflity of filling all our calks from the 
furthsH part of the lake, and occafioncd us 
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fome trouble, and would have proved ftill more 
difficult, had it not been for our particular ma- 
nagement, which, on account of the conve- 
niency of it, deferves to be recommended to all 
who lhall hereafter water at this place. Our 
method confifted in making ufe of canoes, which 
drew but little water; for loading them with a 
number of fmall calks, they eafily got up the 
lake to the fpring head; and the fmall calks be- 
ing there filled, were in the fame manner tranf- 
ported back again to the beach, where fome of 
our hands always attended, to Hart them into 
Other calks of a larger fize. 

Though this lake, during our continuance 
there, appeared to have no out-let into the fea, 
yet there is reafon to fuppofe, that in the rainy 
feafon it overflows the ftrand, and communioates 
with the ocean; for Dampier, who was former- 
ly here, fpeaks of it as a large river. Indeed it 
is neceflary that a vail body of water fhould be 
amaflcd before the lake can rife high enough to 
overflow the ftrand, fince the neighbouring lands 
are fo low, that great part of them muft be co- 
vered with water before it can run out over the 
beach. * 

A$ the country hereabouts, particularly the 
track of coaft contiguous to Acapulco, appeared 
to be well peopled and cultivated, we hoped to 
have eafily procured from thence fome frelh pro- 
vifions and other refrelhments which we now 
ftood greatly in need of. To facilitate thefe 
views, the Commodore, the morning after we 
came to an anchor, ordered a party of forty men, 
well armed, to march into the country, and to 
endeavour to difcover fome town or village, 
where they were to attempt to fet on foot a cor- 
refpondence with the inhabitants ; for when we 
had once begun this intercourfe, we doubted not 
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but that, by proper prefents, we fhould allure 
them to bring down to us whatever fruits or frefh 
provifions were in their power; as our prizes 
abounded in various kinds of coarfe merchan- 
dife, which were of little eonfequence to us, 
though to them they would be extremely valu- 
able. Our people were dlre&ed, on this occa- 
lion, to proceed with the greateft circumfpedtion, 
and to make as little oftentation of boftility as 
poffible ; for we were fenfible we could find no 
wealth in thefe parts worth our notice; and 
what necefl'aries we really wanted, we expected 
would be better and more abundantly fupplied 
by an open amicable traffic, than by violence and 
force of arms. But this endeavour of opening a 
commerce with the inhabitants proved ineffec- 
tual} for towards evening, the party which had 
been ordered to maych into the country, return- 
ed greatly fatigued by their unufual exercife, and, 
fome of them fo far fpent that they had fainted 
on the road, and were obliged to be brought back 
upon the ffioulders of their companions. They 
had penetrated, as they conceived, about ten 
miles into the country, along a beaten track, 
where they often faw the frefh dung of horfes 
or mules. When they had got near five miles 
from the harbour, the road divided between the 
mountains into tveo branches, one running to the 
eaft, and the other to the weft. On delibera- 
tion concerningthe courfe they fhould take, it was 
agreed tocontinue their march along the eaftern 
road : this when they had followed it for fome 
time, led them at once into a large plain or Savan- 
nah ; on one fide of which they difeovereda cen- 
tinel on horfeback with a piftol in his hand. It 
was fuppofed that, when they firft faw him, he 
was afleep •, but his horfe ftartled at the glitter- 
ing of his arms, and, turning round fuddenly. 
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ran off with his mafter, who, though he was ve- 
ry near being unhorfed in the furprife, yet recover- 
ed his feat, and efcaped with the lofs only of his 
hat and his piftol, which he dropped on the 
ground. Our people purfued him, in hopes of 
difcovering the village or habitation which he 
would retreat to; but as he had the advantage 
of being on horfeback, they foon loft fight of 
him. Notwithftanding his efcape, they were 
unwilling to come back without making fome 
difcovery, and therefore ftill followed the track 
they were in, till the heat of the day increafing, 
and finding no water to quench their thirft, they 
were firft obliged to halt, and then refolved to 
return ; for as they faw no figns of plantations 
or cultivated land, they had no reafon to be- 
lieve that there was any village or fettlement near them. However, to leave no means un- 
tried of procuring fome intercourfe with the peo- 
ple, the officers ftuck up feveral poles in the 
road, to which were affixed declarations, written 
in Spanilh, encouraging the inhabitants to come 
down to the harbour to traffic with us, giving 
them the ftrongeft afiurances of a kind reception, 
and faithful payment for any provifions they 
fhould bring us. This was doubtlefs a very pru- 
dent meafure, yet it produced no effeft ; for we 
never faw any of them during the whole time of 
our continuance at this port of Chequetan. In- 
deed it were to have been wiffied that our men, upon the divifion of the path, had taken the 
weftern road inftead of the eaftern, for then 
they would foon have been led to a village or 
town, which fome Spanifti manufcripts mention 
as being in the neighbourhood of this port, and which, we afterwards learned, was not above 
two miles from that turning. 
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And, on this occafion, I cannot avoid men- 

tioning another adventure, which happened to 
dome of our people in the bay of Petaplan, as it 
may greatly affili the reader in forming a juft i- 
dea of the temper and refolution of the inhabi- 
tants of this part of the world. Some time after our arrival at Chequetan, Lieutenant Brett was 
fent by the Commodore, with two of our boats 
under his command, to examine the coaft to the 
eaftward, particularly to make obfervations on 
the bay and watering place of Petaplan, a plan of 
which has been already referred to in this chapter. 
As Mr Brett with one of his boats was preparing to 
go on ihore towards the hill of Petaplan, he, acci- 
dentally lookingacrofsthebay,perceived on the op- 
pofite ftrand, three fmall fquadrons of horfe para- 
ding upon the beach, and feemed to advance to- 
wards the place where he propofed to land. On 
fght of this he immediately put off the boat, 
though he had but fixteen men with him, and 
flood over the bay towards them ; and he foon 
came near enough to perceive that they were 
mounted on very fightiy horfes, and were armed 
with carbines and lances. On feeing him make 
towards them, they formed upon the beach, and 
feemed refolved to difpute his landing, firing fe- 
veral diftant fhot at him as he drew near ; till, 
at laft, the boat, being arrived within a reafon- 
able diftance of the moft advanced fquadron, Mr 
Brett ordered his people to fire, upon which this 
refolute cavalry inilantly ran, with great confu- fion, into the wood, through a final] opening 
which is delineated on the plan. In this preci- 
pitate flight one of their horfes fell down and 
threw his rider ; but, whether he was wounded 
or not we could not difcern, for both man and 
horfe foon got up again, and followed the reft in- 
to the w'ood. In the mean time the other two 
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fquadrons were calm fpe&ators of the route of 
their comrades ; for they were drawn up at a 
great diftance behind, out of the reach of our 
ihot, having halted on our firfl: approach, and ne- 
ver advancing a ftep afterwards. It was doubt- 
lefs fortunate for our people that the enemy adt- 
ed with fo little prudence, and exerted fo little 
fpirit; fince, had they concealed themfelves till 
our men had landed, it is fcarcely pofiible but 
all the boat’s crew muft have falien into their 
hands; as the Spaniards were not much Ihort of 
two hundred, and the whole number with Mr 
Brett only amounted to fixteen^ However, the 
difcovery of fo confiderable a force, colledleci in 
this bay of Petaplan, obliged us conftantly to 
keep a boat or two before it: for we were appre- 
henfive that the cutter,, which we had left to cruize off Acapulco, might, on her return, be 
furprifed by the enemy, if Ihe did not receive 
timely information of her danger. But now to 
proceed with the account of the harbour of Che- 
quetan: After our unfuccefsful attempt to engage the 
people of the country to furnifh us with the ne- 
ceflaries we wanted, we defifted from any more 
endeavours of the fame nature, and were obliged 
to be contented with what wc could procure for 
ourfelves in the neighbourhood of the port. We 
caught filh here in tolerable quantities, efpecial- 
ly when the fmoothnefs of the water permitted 
us to hale the feyue. Amongft the reft, we got 
cavallies. breams, mullets, foies, fiddle-filh, fea- 
eggs, and lobfters : and we here, and in no other 
place, met with that extraordinary fifh called the 
Torpedo, or numbing fifh,. which is, in fhape, ve- 
ry like the fiddle fifh, and is not to be known from it 
but by a brown circular fpot about the bignefs of 
a crown-piece, near the centre of its back. Per~ 
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haps its figure will be better underftood, when I 
'fay it is a flat fifh, much refembling the thorn- 
back. This filh the torpedo is indeed of a moft 
'figular nature, produftive of the ftrangefl: efFefts 
on the human body : for whoever handles it, or 
happens even to fet his foot upon it, is prefently 
feized with a numbnefs all over him; but which is 
more diftinguifhable in that limb which was 
in immediate conta£l: with it. The fame ef- 
fect too will be, in fome degree, produced by 
touching the fifh with any thing held in the hand 
fince I myfelf had a confiderable degree of numb- 
nefs conveyed to my right arm, through a walk- 
ing'cane which I refled on tbe body of the fifh 
for a fhort time only; and I make no doubt but 
I fhould have been much more fenfibly affe£led, 
had not the fifh been near expiring when I made 
the experiment; as it is obfervable, that this in- 
fluence a£ls with moft vigour upon the fifh’s be- 
ing firft taken out of the water, and entirely 
ceafes as foon as it is dead, fo that it may be 
then handled, or even eaten, without any incon- 

wenience. I fhall only add, that the numbnefs 
of my arm upon this occafion, did not go off on 
a fudden, as the accounts of fome naturalifts gave 
me reafon to expert, but diminifhed gradually, 
fo that I had fome fenfation of it remaining till 
the next day. 

To the account given of the fifh we met with 
here, I mufl add, that though turtle now grew 
fcarce, and we found none in this harbour of Chequetan, yet our boats, which were flationed 
off Petaplan, often fupplied us therewith; and 
though this was a food that we had been long, as 
it were, confined to (fince it was the only frefh 
provifions which we had tailed during near fix 
months) yet we were fir from being cloyed with 
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it, or from finding that theTelifti we had for it 
at all diminifhed. 

The animals we met with on fhore were prin- 
cipally guanos, with which the country abounds, 
and which are by fome reckoned delicious food. 
We faw no beafts of prey here, except we fliould 
efteem that amphibious animal, the allegator, as 
fuch, feveral of which our people difcovered, but 
none of them very large. However, we were fa- 
tisfied that there were great numbers of tygers 
in the woods, though none of them came in fight 5 
for we every morning found the beach, near the 
watering-place, imprinted very thick with their 
foot-fteps ; but we never apprehended any mif- 
chief from them, fince they are by no^ means fo 
fierce as the Afiatic or African tyger, and are rarely, if ever, known to attack mankind. Rirds 
were here in fufficient plenty •, for we had abun- 
dance of pheafants of different kinds, fome of 
them of an uncommon fize, but they were all 
very dry 2nd taftelefs eating. And befides thefe 
we had a variety of fmaller birds, particularly par- 
rots, which we often killed for food. 

The fruits and vegetable refrefhments at this 
place were neither plentiful nor of the bell kinds. 
There were, it is true, a few bufhes fcattered a- 
bout the woods, which fupplied us with limes,, 
but we fcarcely could procure enough for our pre- fent ufe ; and thefe, with a fmall plumb, of an 
agreeable acid, called in Jamaica the hog-plum, 
together with another fruit called a Papah, were 
the only fruits to be found in the woods. Ndr 
is there any other ufeful vegetable here, worth 
mentioning, except brook-lime: this indeed grew 
in great quantities near the frefh-water banks ; 
and, as it was efteemed an antifcorbutic, we fed upon it frequenriy, though its extreme bitternefs 
made it very unpalatable. 
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Thefe are the articles moft worthy of notice 

in this harbour of Chequetan. I {hall only men- 
tion a particular of the coafl: lying to the weft- 
ward of it, that to the eaftward having been al- 
ready defcribed. As Mr Anfon was always at- 
tentive to whatever might be of confequence to 
thofe who might frequent^ thefe feas hereafter, 
and as we had obferved that there was a double 
land to the weftward of Chequetan, which 
ftretched out to a confiderable diftance, with a 
kind of opening, that appeared not unlike the in- 
let to fome harbour, the Commodore, foon after 
we came to an anchor, .fent a boat to difcover 
it more accurately*, and it was found, on a near- 
er examination, that the two hills, which form- 
ed the double land, were joined together by a val- 
ley, and that there was no harbour nor {belter 
between them. 

By all that hath been fair! it will appear, that 
the conveniences of this port of Chequetan, par- 
ticularly in the articles of refreftiment, are not 
altogether fuch as might be defired ; but yet,, 
upon the whole, it mult be owned to be a place 
of confiderable confequence, .and that the know- 
ledge of it may be of great import to future crui- 
fers. For except Acapulco, which is in the 
hands of the enemy, it is'the only fecure harbour 
in a vaft extent of coaft. It lies at a proper di- 
ftance from Acapulco for the convenience of fuch 
{hips as may have any defigns on the Manila ga- leon ; and it is a place where wood and water, 
may be procured with great fecurity, in defpight 
of the efforts of the inhabitants of the adjacent 
diftritt : for there is but one narrow path which 
leads through the woods into the country, and 
this is eafily to be fecured by a very fmall party 
againft all the ftrength the Spaniards in that 
neighbourhood qan mufter. After this account 
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of Chequetan, and the coiaft contiguous to it, we 
now return to the recital of our own proceed- 
ings. 

CHAP. XIII. 
Our proceedings at Chequetan, and on 

the adjacent coaft, till our felting fail 
for Afia. 

TH E next morning, after our coming to an 
anchor in the harbour of Chequetan, we 

fent about ninety of our men, well armed, on 
{bore ; forty of whom were ordered to march iiv- 
to the country, as hath been mentioned, and the 
remaining fifty were employed to cover the wa- 
tering-place, and to prevent any interruption 
from the natives. 

Here wecompleated the unloading of the Car- 
melo, and Carmin, which we had begun at fea ; 
that is to fay, we took out of them the indteo, 
cacaq, and cochineal, with fome iron for ballaft, 
which were all the goods we intended to preferve, 
though they did not amount to a tenth of their 
cargoes. Here too it was agreed, after a ma- 
ture confultation, to deftroy theTryal’s prize, as 
well as the Carmelo and Carmin, whofe fate had 
been before refolved on. Indeed the Tryal’S 
prize was in good repair, and fit for the fea; 
but as the whole numbers on board our fquadron 
did not amount to the compliment of a fourth 
rate man of war, we found it was impoffible to 
divide them into three (hips, without rendering each of thofe fhips incapable of navigating in fafe- 
ty, through tl\e tempeftUous weather we had 
reafon to expeti on the coaft of China, where 
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we fuppofed we fhould arrive about the time of 
the cHhnge of the monfoons. Thefe confiderati- 
ons determined the Commodore to deftroy the 
Tryal’s prize, and to reinforce the Gloucefter 
with the heft part of her crew. And, in confe- 
quence of this refolve, all the fibres on hoard 
the Tryal’s prize v/ere removed into the other 
fhips, and the prize herfelf, with the Carmelo 
and Carmin, were prepared for fcuttling with all 
the expedition we were mailers of; but the great 
difficulties we were under, in providing a ftore 
of water (which have been already touched on) together with the neceffiary repairs of our rigging, 
and other unavoidable occupations, took us up 
fo much time, and found us fuch unexpebted employment, that it w'aS near the end of April 
before we were in a condition to leave the 
place. 

During our flay here there happened an inci- 
dent, which, as it proved the means of convin- 
cing our-friends in England of our fafety, which, for lome time, they haddefpaired of, and were then indoubt about,Iffiallbeg leave particularly to recite. 
I have obferved, in the preceding chapter, that 
from this harbour of Chequetan, there was but 
one path-way which led through the woods in- 
to the Country ; this we found much beaten, and 
were thence convinced, that it was well knowm 
to the inhabitants. As itj paffied by the fpring 
head, and was the only avenue by which the 
Spaniards could approach us, we, at fome dir 
fiance beyond the fpring head, felled feveral large 
trees, and laid them one upon the other acrofs 
the path ; and at this barricadoe we conflantly, 
kept a guard. We befides ordered our men, 
employed in watering, to have their arms ready, 
and, in cafe of any alarm, to march inflantly to 
this poll: and though our principal intention 
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j herein was to prevent our being difturbed by a- 
iiny fudden attack of the enemy’s horfe, yet it an- 
swered another purpofe, which was not in itfelf 
>'lefs important; this was, to hinder our own peo- 
iple from draggling fingly into the country, where 
5 we had reafon to believe they would be lurprifed 
(by the Spaniards, who would doubtlefs be ex- 
tremely folicitous to pick up fome of them, in 
hopes of getting intelligence of our future de- 
figns. To avoid-this inconvenience, the ftri&eft 
orders were given to the centinels, to let no per- fon whatever pafs beyond their poft; but, not- 
withftanding this precaution, we miffed one 
Lewis Leger, who was the Commodore’s cook : as he was a Frenchman, and was fufpefted to be 

t a Papift, it was at firft imagined that he had de- ferted, with a view of betraying all that he knew 
to the enemy, though this appeared, by the e- 
vent, to be an ill grounded furmife ; for it was 
afterwards known that he had been taken by 
fome Indians, who carried him prifoner to Acapul- co, from whence he was transferred to Mexico, and 
then to Vera Cruz, where he was dripped on boarda 
velTql bound to Old Spain ; but the veffel being o- 
bliged by fome accident to put into Lifbon, Leger 
efcaped on fhore, and was by the Britifh conful fenC from thenceto England, where he brought thefirft 
authentic account of the fafety of the Commo- 
dore, and of his principal tranfa£Uons in the 
South Seas. The relation he gave of his own 
fcizure was, that he rambled into the woods at 
fome diftance from the barricadoe, where he had 
firO: attempted to pafs, but had been flopped, 
and threatened to be punifhed; that his principal view was to get a quantity of limes for his ma- 
iler’s ftore; and that, in this occupation, he was 
furprifed unawares by four Indians, who drip- ped him naked, and carried him in that condi- 

; tion to Acapulco, expofed to the fcorching hea 
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of the fun, which, at that time of the year, flione with its greateft violence; that afterwards, at 
Mexico, his treatment in prifon was fufficiently 
fevere ; fo that the whole courfe of his captivity 
was a edntinued inftance of the hatred which 
the Spaniards bear to all thofe who endeavour to 
difturb them in thepeaceable polTeflion of the coafts 
of the South Seas. Indeed Leger’s fortune was 
upon the whole extremely Angular; as, after the 
hazards he had run in the Commodore’s fquadron, 
and the feverities he had fuffered in his long con- 
finement amongll the enemy, a more fatal dilaf- 
ter attended him on his return for England ; for 
though, when he arrived in London, fome of Mr 
Anfon’s friends interefted themfelves in relieving 
him from the poverty to which his captivity had 
reduced him, yet he did not long enjoy the be- 
nefit of their humanity, fince he was killed in an 
infignificant night-brawl, the caufe of which 
could fcarcely be difeovered. And on occafion of this furprifal of Leger, I 
muft obferve, that though the enemy never ap-' 
peafed in fight, during our flay in the harbour, 
yet we perceived that large parties of them were 
encamped in the woods about us ; for we could 
fee their fmokes, and could thence determine 
that they were ported in a circular line, fur- 
rounding us at a diftance; ancT juft before our 
coming awav, they feerned by the increafe of 
their fires, to have received a confiderable rein- 
forcement. But to return: 

Towards the latter end of April, the unload- 
ing of otir three prizes, our wooding and cater- 
ing, and in fiiort eyery one of our propofed em- ployments at the harbour of Chequetan were 
eompleated: fo that, on the "27th of April, the 
Tryal’s prize, the Carmelo, and the Carmin, all 
which we here intended to deftroy, were towed 
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on (hore and fcuttled, a quantity of combudible 
materials having been diftributed in their upper 
works ; and the next morning the Centurion with 
the Gloucefter, weighed anchor; though, 
their was but little wind, and that not in their 
favour, they were obliged to warp out of the har- 
bour. When they had reached the offing, one 
of the boats was difpached back again, to fet fire 
to our prizes, which was accordingly executed. 
After this a canoe was left, fixed to a grapnel in 
the middle of the harbour, with a bottle in it well corked, inclofing a letter to Mr Hughes, who 
commanded the cutter which had been ordered 
to cruife before the port of Acapulco when we ourfelves quitted that ftation. And on this oc- 
cafion, I muft mention more particularly than I 
have yet done, the views of the Commodore in 
leaving the cutter before that port. 

When we were neceffitated to proceed for 
Chequctan to recruit our water, Mr Anfon con- 
fidered, that our arrival in that harbour would foon be known at Acapulco; and therefore he 
hoped, that, on the intelligence of our being em- 
ployed in port, the galeon might put to fea, e- 
fpecially as Chequetan is fo very remote from the , courfe generally fteered by the galeon : he there- 
fore ordered the cutter to cruize twenty-four days 

' oft' the port of Acapulco, and her commander 
was directed, on perceiving the galeon under fail, 

. to make the belt of his way to the Commodore 
at Chequetan. As the Centurion was doubtlefs a much better failor than the galeon, Mr Anfon, 
in this cafe, refolved to have got to fea as foon 
as poffible, and to have purfued the galeon a- 
crofs the Pacific ocean ; where, fuppofing he ffiould not have met with her in his pafi'age 
(which, confidering that he would have kept 
nearly the fame parallel, was very improbable) ; 
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yet he was certain of arriving off Cape Efpiritu 
Santo, on the ifland of SamaT, before her; and 
that being the firft land (he makes on her return 
to the Philippines, we could not have failed to 
have fallen in with her, by cruifing a few days 
in that ftation : however the Viceroy of Mexico 
ruined this project, by keeping the galeon in the 
port of Acapulco all that year. 

The letter left in the canoe for Mr Hughes, the commander of the cutter ; the time of whofe re- 
turn was now confiderably elapfed, dire£ted him 
to go back immediately to his former ftation be- 
fore Acapulco, where he would find Mr Anfon, 
who refolved to cruize for him there a certain 
number of days, after which it was added, that 
the Commodore would return to the fouthward 
to join the reft of the fquadron. This laft article 
was inferted to deceive the Spaniards, if they 
got poffeffion of the canoe, as we afterwards 
learned they did, but could not impofe on Mr 
Hughes, who well knew that the Commodore 
had no fquadron to join, nor any intention of 
fleering back to Peru. 

Being now in the offing of Chequetan, bound 
crofs the vaft Pacific ocean in our way to Chi- 
na, we were impatient to run oft' the eoaft as 
foon as poffible, fince the ftormy feafon was ap- 
proaching apace. As we had no farther views 
in the American feas, we had hoped.that nothing would have prevented us from fleering to the 
weftward the moment we got out of the harbour 
pf Chequetan ; and it was no finall mortification 
to us, that qur neceflary employment there had detained us fo much longer than we expected; 
but now, when we had put to fea, we were fur- ther detained by the abfence of the cutter, and 
the neceffity we were under of Handing towards Acapulco in fearch of her. Indeed, as the time 
of her cruife had been expired for near a fortnight. 
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we fufpe&ed that (he had been difcovered front 
the fhore, and that the Governor of Acapulco 
had thereupon fent out a force to feize, her, 
which, as fhe carried but fix hands, was no Very 
difficult enterprife. However, this being only 
conje&ure, the Commodore, as foon as he was 
^got clear of the harbour of Chequetan, Rood a- 
long the coait to the eaftward in fearch of her ; 
and, to prevent her palling by us in the dark, we 
brorught to every night, and the Gloucefter, 
whofe Ration was a league within us towards the 
Riore, carried a light, which the cutter could 
not but perceive if flie kept along fhore, 
as we fuppofed fhe would do; befides, as a 
further fecurity, the Centurion and Glouce- 
Rer alternately fhowed mo falfe fires every half 
hour. Indeed, had fhe efcaped us, fhe would 
have found orders in the canoe to have return- 
ed immediately before Acapulco, where Mr 
Anfon propofed to cruife for her fome days. 

By Sunday, the 2d o^ May, we were advanced 
within three leagues .of Acapulco; and having 
feen nothing of our boat, we gave her over for 
JoR, which, befides the compaffionate concern 
for our fhip-mates, and for what it was appre- 
hended they might have fuffered, was in itfelf a 
misfortune which, incur prefent fcarcity of hands* we were all greatly intereRed in ; fince the crew 
of the cutter, confiRing of fix men and the Lieu- 
tenant, were the very flower of our people, pur- 
•pofely picked out for this fervice, and known to 
be every one of them of tried and approved refo lution, and as fldlful feamen as ever trode a deck. 
However, as it was the general belief among us 
that they were taken and carried into Acapulco, 
the Commodore’s prudence fuggefled a projedl 
which he hoped would recover them. This was 
founded on our having many Spanifh and Indian 
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prifoners in our pofleffion, and a number of fick negroes, who could be of no fervice to us in the 
navigating of the fhip. The Commodore there- 
fore wrote a letter the fame day to the governor 
of Acapulco, telling him, that he would releafe 
them all, provided the governor returned the 
cutter’s crew. This letter was difpatched in the 
afternoon, by a Spanifh officer of whofe honour 
we had a good opinion, and who was furniffied 
with a launch belonging to ona of our prizes, 
and a crew of fix other prifoners, who gave their 
parole for their return. The Spaniffi officer too, 
befides the Commodore’s letter, carried with him 
a joint petition, figned by all the reft of the pri- 
foners, befeeching the governor to acquiefce in 
the terms propofed for their liberty. From a 
confideration of the number of our prifoners, 
and the quality of fome of them, we did not doubt 
but the governor would readily comply with Mr 
Anfon’s propofal, and therefore we kept plying 
on and off the whole night, intending to keep 
well in with the land, that we might receive an anfwer at the limited time, which was the next 
day, being Monday; but both on Monday and 
Tuefday we were driven fo far off ffiore, that 
we could mot hope that any anfwer could reach 
us ; and even on the Wednefday morning we found ourfelves fourteen leagues from the har- 
bour of Acapulco; however, as the wind was 
then favourable, we preffed forwards with all our fail, and did not doubt of getting in with the land 
that afterneon. Whilft we were thus (landing 
in, the centinel called out from the maft-head, 
that he faw a boat under fail, at a confiderable 
diftance, to the fouth eaftward: this we took for 
granted was the anfwer of the governor to the 
Commodore’s mefiage, and we inilantly edged 
towards her; but as we approached her we found, 
to our infpeakable joy, that it was our own cut- 
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ter. And though, while {he was ftill at a di- 
ftance, we imagined.that fhe had been difcharged out of the port of Acapulco by the governor, 
yet, when {he drew nearer, the wan and meagre 
countenances of the crew, the length of their 
beards, and the feeble and hollow tone of their 
voices, convinced us that they had fuffeted much 
greater hardfhips than could be expelled from 
even the feverities of a SpaniOi prifon. They 
were obliged to be helped into the {hip, and were 
immediately put to bed, where, by reft and nourifhing diet, which they were plentifully fup- 
plied with from the Commodore’s- table, they re- 
covered their health and vigour apace. And 
new we learned', that they had kept the fea the 
whole time of their abfence, which was above fix weeks ; that when they had finifhed their 
rruife before Acapulco, and had juft begun to 
ply to the weftward, in order to join the fquadron, 
a ftrong adverfe current had forced them down 
the coaft to the eaftward, in fpite of all their ef- 
forts to the contrary c that at length their water 
being all expended, they were obliged to fearch 
the coaft farther on to the eaftward, in queft of 
fome convenient landing-place, where they might 
get a frefh fupply *, that in this diftrefs they ran upward of eighty leagues to leeward, and found 
every where fo large a furf, that there was not: 
the leaft podibility of their landing j that they 
pafled fojne days in this dreadful fituation with- 
out water, having-no other means left them to 
allay their thrrft, than fucking the blood of the 
turtle which they caught; that at laft giving; up^ 
ali hopes of fuccour, the heat of the climate too- augmenting their neceffities, and rendering their 
{offerings infupportable, they abandoned them- 
felves tO'dcipair, fully perfuaded that they ftiould 
geriih by die moft terrible of all deaths g but that 

£ 3- 
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foon after a moft unexpe&ed incident happily re- 
lieved them ; for there fell fo heavy a rain, that, 
on fpreading their fails horizontally, and putting 
bullets in the centers of them, to draw them to 
a point, they caught as much water as filled all 
their calks; that immediately upon this fortunate 
fupply they ftood to the weftward, in queft of the 
Commodore, and being now luckily favoured by 
a ftfong current, they joined us in lefs than fifty 
hours from that time, after having been abfent 
in the whole full forty-three days. Thofe who 
have an idea of the inconfiderable fize of a cutter 
belonging to a fixty-gun Ihip (being only an open 
boat about twenty two feet in length) and who 
will reflefit on the various cafualtiea that mull 
have attended her during a fix weeks continuance 
alone in the Open ocean, on fo impradficable and 
dangerous a coaft, will readily own, that her re- 
turn to us at laft, after all the difficulties which 
Ihe a£lually experienced, and the dangers to which Ihe was each hour expofed, may be confi- 
dered as little ffiort of miraculous. ' 

I cannot finilh this article of the cutter, with- 
out remarking how flender a reliance navigators 
ought to have on the accounts of the buccaneer 
writers : for though, in this run of her’s, eighty 
leagues to the eaftward of Acapulco, fhe found no 
place where it was poffible that a boat could land, 
yet thofe writers have not been afhamed to feign 
harbours and convenient watering-places within 
thefe limits, thereby expofing fuch as flaould con- 
fide in their relations to the rilk of being deftroy- 
ed by thirft. 

I mull farther add, on this occafion, that 
when wc fiood near the port of Acapulco, in or- 
der to fend our meflage to the Governor, and to 
receive his anlwer, Mr Brett took that opportu- nity, of delineating a view of the entrance of the 
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port, and of the neighbouring coaft, which, 
added to the plan of the place formerly men- 
tioned, may be of confiderable ufe hereafter, 
and is therefore exhibited in the XXXIId plate. 
In this plate (a) is the well point of the har- 
bour, called the Griffo, being in the latitude of 
]6° : 45' j (b c) is the ifland near it, bearing 
from the obfefver N. by E. three leagues di- 
flant *, (d) is the eaft point of the harbour ; (e) 
port Marquis; (/) Sierra di Brea; (A) a white 
rock in the harbour ; and (g) watch towers. 

Having thus recovered our cutter, the foie 
object of our comings a fecond time before Aca- 
pulco, the Commodore determined not to lofe a 
moment’s time more, but to runoff the coall with the utmoft expedition ; both as the ftormy 
feafon on the coaft of Mexico was now approach- ing apace, and as we were apprehenfive of ha- 
ving the wefterly monfoon to ftruggle with when 
we came upon the coaft of China. For this rea- 
fon we no longer flood towards Acapulco, as at 
prefent we wanted no anfwer from the Gover- nor. However, Mr Anfon refolved not to de-- 
prive his prifoners of the liberty which he had 
promifed them ; and therefore they were all im* 
mediately embarked in two launches, which be- 
longed to our prizes, thofe from the Centurion in one launch; and thofe from the Gloucefter in 
the other. The launches were well equipped with malls, fails, and oars: and, left1 the wind 
might prove unfavourable, they had a flock of 
water and provifions put on board them fufficient 
for fourteen days. There were difcharged thir- 
ty-nine perfons from on board the Centurion, 
and eighteen from the Gloucefter, the greatell 
part of them were Spaniards, the reft being in- 
dians and Irek negroes. Indeed, as our crews 
were very weak, we kept the Mulattoes, and 
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fome of the Route ft of our negroes, with a few 
Indians, to aflift us ; but we difmifted every Spa- 
nifli prifoner whatever. We have fince learned 
that thefe two launches arrived fafe at Acapulco, 
where the prifoners could not enough extol the hu- 
manity with which they had been treated. Itfeems 
the Governor, before their arrival, had returned 
a very obliging anfwer to our letter, and had at 
the fame time ordered out two boats laden with 
the choifeftrefrefhments and provisions that were 
to be procured at Acapulco, which he intended 
as a pref.nt to the Commodore *, but thefe boat^ 
not having found our flaps, were at length obliged 
to put back again, after having thrown all their 
provifions overboard in a ftorm which threatened 
their deftrtuSHon. 

The fending away our prifoners was our laft 
tranfaction on the American coaft ; for no foon- 
er had we parted with them, than we and the 
Gloucefter made fail to the S W. propcfing to 
get a good offing from the land, where we hop- 
ed in a few days to meet with a regular tiade- 
wind, which the accounts of former navigators 
had reprefented as much brifleer and Headier in 
this ocean than in any other part of the world. 
For it has been efteemed no uncommon paffage, 
to tun from hence to the eaftermcft ifles of Afia 
in two months ; and we flattered ourfelves that 
we were as capable of making an expeditious- 
voyage as any ftiips that had ever failed this 
courfe before us ; fo that we hoped Yoon, to gain the coaft of China, for which we were now bound. 
As we conceived this navigation to be free from- 
all kinds of embarrafl'mems of bad weather, fa- 
tigue, or ficknefs, conformable to the general i- 
dea of it given by. .former travellers, we eonle- 
quently undertook it with alacrity, efpeerally as 
it was no contemptible ftepTowtnds out arrivalafc 



.Cliap.xiv: ROUND THE WORLD. 109 
our native country, for which many of us by thip 
time begin to have great longings. Thus on the 
fixth of May, we for the laft time loft fight of 
the mountains of Mexico, perfuaded that, in 
a few weeks, we ftiotild arrive at the river of Can- 
ton in China, where we expected to meet with 
many Englilh ftiips, and with numbers of our 
countrymen, and hoped to enjoy the advantages 
of an amicable well-frequented port, inhabited 
by a polifhed people, and abounding with the 
conveniencies and indulgencies of a civilized life; 
bleflings which now, for near twenty months, 
had never been once in our power. But before 
we take our final leave of America, there yet re- 
mains the confideration of a matter well worthy 
of attention, the difeuffion of which ihall be re- ferred to in the enfuing chapter. 

/ 
C. H ^ P. XIV. 

A brief account of what might have 
been expe&ed from our fquadron, had 
it arrived in the South Seas in gcod 
time. 

ETER the recital of the tranfa&ions of the 
Commodore, and the {hips under his com- 

mand, on the coafts of Peru and Mexico, con- 
tained in the preceding narration ; it will be no 
utelefs digreffion to examine what the whole fquadron might have been capable of atchieving, 
had it arrived on its deftined feene of action in i'o 
good a plight as it would probably have done, 
had the paftage round Cape Horn been attempt- ed at a more feafonable time of the year. This 
difquifition may be fcrviceable to thofe-who ihall 
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hereafter form proje&s of the like nature for 
that part of the world, or who may be intrufted 
with their execution. And therefore I propofe 
in this chapter to confider, as fuccindlly as I can, 
the numerous advantages which the public might 
have received from the operations of the fquadron, 
had it fet fail from England;a few months fooner 
than it did. 

To begin then, I prefume it will be granted 
me, that in the fummer time we might have got 
found Cape Horn with an inconfiderable lofs^ 
and without any material damage to our (hips or 
rigging; For the Duke and Duchefs of Briftol, 
who,'between them, had above three hundred 
men, buried no more than two, from the coaft 
of Brazil to Juan Fernandes ; and our of a hun- 
dred and eighty-three hands', which were on 
board the Duke alone, there were only twenty- 
one lick -of the feurvy when they arrived at that 
ifland : whence, as men of war are much better 
provided with all conveniencies than privateers, 
wemight doubtlefs have appeared before Baldivia 
in full ftrength, and in a condition of entering 
immediately on action -, and therefore, as that 
place was in a very defeneelefs ftate, its cannon 
incapable of fervice, and its garrifon in a great 
meafure, unarmed, it was impoflible that it could 
have oppofed our force, or that its half flarved 
inhabitants, moft of whom are convi£ts banifhed 
thither from other parts, could have had any o- 
ther thoughts than that of fubmitting. This 
would have been a very important acquifition, 
fince when Baldivia, which is an excellent port, 
had been once in our poflelfion, we fhould im- 
mediately have been terrible to the whole king- 
dom of Chili, and Ihould doubtlefs have awed 
theimoft diilant parts of the Spanilh empire in 
America. Indeed it is far from improbable, 
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that, by a prudent ufe of this place, aided by 
our other advantages, we might have given a vio- 
lent (hock to the authority of Spain on that whole 
continent, and might have rendered fome, at 
leaft, of her provinces independent. This 
would certainly have turned the whole attention 
of the Spanilh minillry to that part of the world 
where the danger would have been fo prefling ; 
and thence Great Britain, and her allies, might 
have been rid of the numerous difficulties which 
the wealth of the Spanifh Indies, operating in 
conjun£tion with the Gallic intrigues, have con- 
ftantly thrown in their way. 

But that I may not be thought to over-rate the ■ force of this fquadron, by afcribing to it a pow- er of overturning the Spanifli government m A- 
merica, it is neceflary to enter into a more par- 
ticular difcuffion, and to premife a few obferva- 
tions on the condition of the provinces border- 
ing near the South Seas, and on the difpofition 
of the inhabitants, both Spaniards and Indians, 
at that time. For hence it will appear, that the 
conjuncture was the mod favourable we could 
have defired ; fince we fhall find, that the Creo- 
lian fubje£ts were difaffe&ed, and their Gover- 
nors at variance ; that the country was wretch- edly provided with arms and ftores, and they had 
fallen into a total negleft of all military re- 
gulations in their garrifons; an that the Indians 
on their frontier were univerfally difcontented, 
and feemed to be watching, with impatience, 
the favourable moment when they might take a 
fevere revenge for the barbarities they had groan- 
ed under during more than two ages; fo that e- 
very circumftance concurred to facilitate the en- 
terprifes of our fquadron. Of all thefe articles 
we were amply informed by the letters we took 
on board our prizes ; none of thefe veflels, as I 
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remember, having had the precaution to throw 
their papers over-board. 

The ill blood among the governors was great- 
ly augmented by their apprehenfions of our fqua- 
dron; for every one being willing to have it be- 
lieved that the bad condition of his government 
was not the effeft of negligence, there were con- 
tinual demands and remonftrances among them, 
in order to throw the blame upon each other. 
Thus, for inftance, the prefident of St Jago in 
Chili, the prefident of Panama, and many other 
governors and military officers, were perpetually 
foliating the Viceroy of Peru to furniffi them 
with the neceffiiry fums of money for putting 
their provinces and places in a proper itate of 
defence to oppofe our defigns ; but the cuftom- 
ary anfwer of the Viceroy to thefe reprefentations 
was, That he was unable to comply with their 
requefts •, urging the emptinefs of the royal cheft 
at Lima, and the difficulties he was under to fupport the expences of his own government; he 
in one of his letters (wdiich we intercepted) men- 
tioning his apprehenfions that he might foon be 
neceffitated to flop the pay of the troops, and 
even of the garrifon of Callao, the key of the 
whole kingdom of Peru. Indeed he did at times 
remit to thefe governors fame part of their de- 
mands ; but as what he fent them was greatly 
ffiort of their wants, thefe partial fupplies rather -tended to'the raifing jealoufies and heart-burn- 
ings among them, that contributed to the pur- 
pofes for which they had at firft been defired. 

Befides thefe mutual janglings amongft the 
governors, the whole body of the people were 
extremely diflatisfied ; they being fully perfua- 
ded that the aftairs ofSpain, for many years be- 
fore, had been managed by the influence of a particular foreign interefl, which was altogether 
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detached from the advantages of the Spanifh na- 
tion : fo that the inhabitants of thefe diftant pro- 
vinces believed themfelves to be facrificed to a n 
ambition which never confidered their com^eni- 
ence or emoluments, nor paid any regard to the 
reputation of their name, or the honour of their 
country. That this was the temper of the Cre 
olian Spaniards at that time, might be proved 
from a hundred inftances : but I fhall content 
myfelf with one, which is indeed conclufive : this 
is the teftimony of the French mathematicians fent into America, to meafure the magnitude of 
an equatorial degree of latitude. For in the re- 
lation of the murder of a furgeon belonging to 
their company, in one of the cities of Peru, and 
of the popular tumult thence occafioned, written 
by one of thofe aftronomers, the author confef- 
fes, that the multitude, during the uproar, uni- 
verfally joined in imprecations on their bad go- 
vernment, and bellowed the moll abufive lan- 
guage upon the French, detefting them, in all probability, more particularly as being of a na- 
tion to whofe influence in the Spanilh counfels 
the Spaniards imputed all their misfortunes. 

And whilft the Creolian Spaniards were thus 
diflatisfied, it appears, by the letters we inter- 
cepted, that the Indians, on almolt every fron- 
tier, were ripe for a revolt, and would have taken 
up arms upon the flighteft encouragement; par- ticulary the Indians in the fouthern parts of Pe- 
ru, as likewife the Arraucos, and the reft of the 
Chilian Indians, the moll powerful and terrible 
to the Spanilh name of any on that continent. 
For it feems, in fome difputes between the Spa- 
niards and the Indians, which happened a Ihort 
time before our arrival, the Spaniards had infult- 
ed the Indians with an account of the force 
which they expected from Old Spain, under the 
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command of Admiral Pizarro, and had vaunted 
that he was coming tMther to compleat the great 
work which had been left unfinifhed by his an- 
ceftors. Thefe threats alarmed the Indians, 
and made them believe, that their extirpation 
was refolved on. For the Piz'arros being the 
firft conquerors of that coaft, the Peruvian Indi- 
ans held the name, and all that bore it, in exe- 
cration; not having forgot the deftru&ion of 
their monarchy, the mafl'acre of their beloved In- 
ca Atapalipa, the extindlion of their religion, 
and the daughter of their anceftors ; all perpetra- 
ted by the family of the Pizarros. The Chi- 
lian Indians too abhorred a chief who was de- 
feended of a race, which, by its Lieutenants, 
had firft attempted to enflave them, and had ne- 
ceffitated the ftouteft of their tribes, for more 
than a century, to be continually wafting therr 
blood in defence of their independency. 

Nor let it be fuppofed, that among the barba- 
rous nations the traditions of thefe diftant tran- 
fa&ions could not be preferved for fo long an in- 
terval ; fince thofe who have been acquainted 
with that part of the world agree, that the Indi- 
ans, in their public feafts, and annual folemni- 
ties, conftantly revive the memory of thefe tra- 
gic incidents ; and fuch as have been prefent at 
thefe fpe&acles, have conftantly obferved, that 
all the recitals andreprefentations of this kind were 
received with emotions fo vehement, and with 
fo enthufiaftic a rage, as plainly demonftrated 
how ftrongly the memory of their former wrongs 
was implanted in them, and how acceptable the 
means of revenge would at all times prove. To 
this I muft add too, that the Spanifli governors 
themfelves were fo fully informed of the difpofi- 
tion of the Indians at this conjumfture, and were 
fo apprehenfive of a general defection among 
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them, that they employed all their induftry to 
reconcile the moft dangerous tribes, and to pre- 
vent them from immediately taking up arms ; a- 
mongft the relt, the prefident of Chili in parti- 
cular made large conceifions to the Arraucos,and 
the other Chilian Indians, by which, and by dif- 
tributing confiderable prefents to their leading 
men, he, at laft, got them to confent to a pro- 
longation of the truce between the two nations. 
But thefe negotiations were not concluded at 
the time when we might have been in the South 
Seas j and, had they been compleated, yet the 
hatred of thefe Indians to the Spaniards was fo 
great, that it would have been impoffible for their 
chiefs, how deeply foever corrupted, to have 
kept them from joining us againft their old de- leted enemy. 

Thus then it appears, that on our arrival in 
the South Seas, we might have found the whole 
coaft unprovided of troops, and deftitute even 
of arms : for we well know, from very particulr 
intelligence, that there were not three hundred 
fire arms, of which too the greateft part were match-locks, in all the province of Chili; whilft 
at the fame time, the Indians were ripe for a re- 
volt, the Spaniards difpofed to mutiny, and the 
governors enraged with one another, and each 
prepared to rejoice in the difgrace of his antago- 
nift. At this fortunate crifis we, on the other hand, might have confifled of near two thoufand 
men, the greateft part in health and vigour, all 
well armed, and united under a chief, whofe en- 
terprifmg genius, as we have feen, could not be depreiTed by a continued feries of the moft fini* 
fter events, and whofe equable and prudent turn 
of temper would have remained unvaried in the 
midft of the greateft degree of good fuccefs; and 
who befides pofleffed, in a diftinguilhed manner, 
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the two qualities the moft neceflary for thefe un" 
common undertakings, I mean that of maintain- ing his authority, and preferving, at the fame 
time, the affe£lions of his people. Our other 
officers too, of every rank, appear, by the ex- 
perience the public hath fince had of them, to 
have been equal to any attempt they might have 
been charged with by their commander : and 
our men (at all times brave, if well conduced) 
in fuch a caufe, where treafure was the objeft, 
and under fuch leaders, would, doubtlefs, -have 
been prepared to rival the moft celebrated at- 
chievements hitherto performed by Britiffi mari- ners. 

It cannot then be contefted, but that Baldivia 
muft have furrendered on the appearance of our 
Iquadron; after which, it may be prefumed, that 
the Arraucos, the Pulches, and Penguinches, - 
inhabiting the banks of the river Imperial, about 
twenty-five leagues to the northward of this place, 
would have immediately taken up arms, being 
difpofed thereto, as hath been already related, 
and encouraged by the arrival of fo confiderable 
a force in their neighbourhood. As thefe Indi- 
ans can bring into the field near thirty thoufand 
men, the greateft part of them horfe, their firft 
ftep would have been the invading the province 
of Chili, u'hich they would have found totally 
unprovided both of ammunition and weapons; 
and as its inhabitants are a luxurious and effe- 
minate race, they would have been incapable, 
on fuch an emergency, of giving any oppofition 
to this rugged enemy; fo that it is no {trained 
conjecture to imagine, that the Indians would 
have been foon mafters of the whole country. 
Moreover, the other Indians on the Bonders of 
Peru, being equally difpofed with the Arraucos 
to fluke off the Spanifti yoke, it is highly pro-* 
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bable that they likewife would have embraced 
this favourable occafion, and that a general infur- 
re£tion would have taken place through all the 
Spanifh territories of South America •, in which 
cafe, the only refource left to the Creolians (dif- 
fatisfied as they were with the Spanilh govern- 
ment) would have been, to have made the bell 
terms they could with their Indian neighbours, 
and to have withdrawn themfelves from the obe- 
dience of a mailer who had Ihown fo little regard 
to their fecurity. This lalt fuppofitien may per- 
haps appear chimerical to thole who meafure the 
poilibiiity of all events, by the-fcanty ftandard of 

-their own experience: but the temper of the times, 
and the ftrong diflike of the natives to the mea- 
fures then purfued by the Spanilh court, fuffici- 
ently evince, at lead, its polhbility.. However, 
not to infill on the prefumption of a general re- 
volt, it is fufficient for our purpofe to conclude, 
that the Arraucos would fcarcely have failed of 
taking arms on our appearance : fince this alone 
would fo far have terrified the enemy, that they 
would no longer have employed their thoughts on 
the means of oppofing us, but would have turned 
all their care to the Indian affairs ; as they Hill 
remember, with the utmolt horror, the facking 
of their cities, the rifling of their convents, the 
captivity of their wives and daughters, and the 
defolation of their country by thefe refolute fa- 
vages, in the lall war between the two nations. 
For it mull be obferved, that the Chilian Indians 
hare been frequently fuccefsful againll the Spa- 
niards, and poffefs, at this time, a large trait of country, which- was formerly full of Spanilh 
towns and villages, whqfe inhabitants were all 
either deltroyed, or carried inta captivity by the 
Arraucos, und the other neighbouring Indians*. 
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■who, in a war againft the Spaniards, never fail 
to join their forces. 

But even, independent of an Indian revolt, 
there were two places only, on all the coaft of 
the South Sea, which could be fuppofed capable 
of refilling our fquadron ; thefe were the cities of Panama and Callao. As to the firft of thefe, 
its fortifications were fo decayed, and it was fo much in want of powder, that the prefident him- 
felf, in an intercepted letter, acknowledged it 
was incapable of being defended; whence I take 
it for granted, it would have given ns but little 
trouble, efpecially if we had opened a commit* 
nication acrofs the ifthmus, with our fleet on the 
other fide. And, with regard to the city and 
port of Callao, its condition was not much bet- 
ter than that of Panama; fmce its walls are built 
upon the plain ground, without either out-work 
or ditch before them, and confift only of very 
flender feeble mafonry, without any earth behind 
them; fo that a battery of five or fix pieces of 
cannon, raifed any where within four or five 
hundred paces of the place, would have had a 
full view of the whole rampart, and would have 
opened it in a Ihort time ; ami the breach hereby formed, as the walls are fo extremely thin, could 
not have been difficult of afcent; for the ruins 
would have been but little higher than the furface 
of the ground ; and it would have yielded this 
particular advantage to the aflailants, that the 
bullets, which grazed upon it, would have driven 
before them fttch ffiivers of brick and ftone, as 
would have prevented the garrifon from forming 
behind it, fuppofing that the troops employed’in1 

defence of the place, fhould have lb far furpaffed 
the ufual limits of Creolian bravery, as to refolve 
to Hand a general aflault. Indeed, fuch a reftr- 
ifttioa cannot be imputed to them; for the gar- 
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rifon and people were, in general, diffatisfied 
with the Viceroy’s behaviour, and were never ex- 
pected to a£t a vigorous part. On the contrary, 
the Viceroy himfelf greatly apprehended that the 
Commodore would make him a vifit at Lima, 
the capital of the kingdom of Peru ; to prevent 
which, if poffible, he had ordered twelve galleys 
to be built at Guaiaquil, and other places, which 
were intended to oppofe the landing of our boats, 
and to hinder us from pufhirtg our men on fhore. 
But this was an impracticable projeCt of defence', 
and proceeded on the fuppofition that bur {hips, 
when we fhould land our men, would keep at 
fuch a diftance, that thefe galleys, by drawing 
"little water, would have been out of the reach of 
our guns; whereas the Commodore, before he 
had made fuch an attempt, would, dbubtlefs., 
have been pofleffed of feveral prize ihips, which 
he would not have hefitated to have run onftiore 
for the protection of his boats ; and, befideS, 
there were many places on that coaft, and one 
particularly in the neighbourhood of Callao, 
where there was good anchoring, though a great 
depth of water, within a cable’s length of the 
fhore ; confequently the cannon of the man of war would have fwept all the coaft to above a 
mile’s diftance from the water’s edge, and would have effectually prevented any force from aflem- 
bling, to oppofe the landing and forming of our 
men : and this landing-place had the additional 
advantage, that it was but two leagues diftant from Lima ; fo that we might have been at that 
city, within four hours after we fhould have been 
firit difcovered from the ftiore. The place I have 
in view, is about two leagues fouth of Callao, 
and juft to the northward of the head-land, called,, in Frezier’s draught of that coaft, Morro Solar. 
Here there is feventy or eighty fathom of water* 
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within two cables length of the Ihore ; and here 
the Spaniards themlelves, were fo apprehenfive 
of our attempting to land, that they had project- 
ed to build a fort clofe to the water ; but as there 
was no money in the royal chefts, they could not 
compleat fo confiderable a work ; and therefore 
they contented themfelves with keeping a guard 
of a hundred horfe there, that they might be 
fure to receive early notice of our appearance on 
that coaft. Indeed fome of them, as we were 
told, conceiving our management at fea to be as 
pufillanimous as their own, pretended that this 
was a road where the Commodore would never 
dare to hazard his Blips, for fear that, in fo great 
a depth of water, their anchors could not hold 
them. 

And let it jjot be imagined, that I am proceed- 
ing upon groundlefs and extravagant prefump- 
tions, when I conclude, that fifteen hundred, or a thoufand of our people, well eondu&ed, fhould 
have been an over-match for any numbers the Spaniards could mufter in South America; fince, 
not to mention the experience we had of them at 
Paita and Petaplan, it mufl be remembered, that 
our Commodore was extremely folicitous to have 
all his men trained to the dextrous ufe of their 
fire-arms; whereas the Spaniards, in this part 
of the world, were wretchedly provided with- 
arms, and were very aukward in the management 
of the few they had : and though, on their re- 
peated reprefentations, the court of Spain had 
ordered feveral thoufand fire-locks to be put on 
board Pizarro’&fquadron, yet thofe, it is evident, 
could not have been in America time enough to 
have been employed againfl us. Hence then, by 
our arms, and our readinefs in the ufe of them 
(not to infill: on the timidity and foftnefs of our 
enemy) we fhould, in fome degree, have had the 
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fame advantages which the Spaniards themfelves 
had on the firft difcovery of this country, againft 
its naked and unarmed inhabitants. 

Now let it, in the next place, be confidered, 
what were the events which we had to fear, or 
what were the circumftances which could have 
prevented us from giving law to all the coaft of 
South America, and thereby cutting off from 
Spain, the refources which Ihe drew from thofe 
immenfe provinces. By fea there was no force 
capable of oppofmg us ; for how foon foever we 
had failed, Pizzaro’s fquadron could not have 
tiiled fooner than it did ; and therefore could not 
have avoided the fate it met with. As we fhould 
have been mafters of the ports of Chili, we could 
thereby have fupplied ourfelves with the provi- 
fions we wanted in the greateft plenty: and from 
Baldivia to the equinoctial, we ran no rifque of 
lofing our men by ficknefs, (that being of all cli- 
mates the moft temperate and healthy) nor of 
having our Ihips difabled by bad weather. And 
had we wanted failors to affift in the navigating 
of our fquadron, whilft a confiderable proportion 
of our men were employed on Ihore, we could not have failed of getting whatever numbers we 
pleafed in the ports we fliould have taken, and 
from the prizes which would have fallen into our 
hands. For I muft obferve, that the Indians, 
who are the principal mariners in that part of 
the world, ore extremely docile and dextrous ; 
and though they are not fit to ftruggle with the 
inclemencies of a cold climate, yet, in tempe- 
rate feas, they are moft ufeful and laborious fea- 
men. 

Thus then it appears, what important revolu- 
tions might have been brought about by our. fqua- dron, had it departed from England as early as it 
ought to have done : and, from hence, it is eafy 
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to conclude, what immenfe advantages might 
have thence accrued to the public. For, as, on our fuccefs, it would have been impoffible that 
the kingdom of Spain Ihould have received any 
treafure from the provinces bordering on the 
South Seas, of fhculd even have had any com- 
munication with them, it is certain that the whole 
attention of that monarchy would have been im- 
mediately employed in endeavouring to regain 
thefe ineitimable territories, either by force of 
arms or compa£l:. By the firil: of thefe methods 
it was fcarcely poffible they could fucceed ; for it 
muft have been at leaft a twelvemonth after our 
arrival, before any {hips from Spain could have 
got into the South Seas, and when they had been 
there, they would have found themfelves w ithout 
refource ; fince they would probably have been 
feparated, difabled, and fickly; and would then 
have had no port remaining in their pofleflion, 
where they could either rendezvous or refift: 
whilft we might have been fupplied acrofs the 
ifthmus with whatever neceflaries, (lores, or e- 
ven men, we wanted ; and might thereby have 
fupported our fquadron in as good a plight as 
when it firft fet fail from St Helens. In fhort, 
it required but little prudence fo to have conduc- 
ed this bufinefs, as to have rendered all the ef- 
forts of Spain, feconded by the power of France, 
ineffeCual, and to have maintained our conquell 
in defiance of them both, whence they mult ei- 
ther have refolved to have left Great Britain mi- 
ftrifs of the wealth of South America, the prin- 
cipal fupport of all their deftruCive projeCs) or 
they mult have fubmitted fo her terms, and have 
been contented to receive thefe provinces back 
again, as an equivalent for fuch reftridtions to 
their future ambition, as (he, in her prudence, 
Ihould have di&ated to them. Having thusNdif- 
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cuffed the prodigious weight which the operations 
of our fquadron might lAve added to the national 
influence of this kingdom, I fltall here end this 
fecond bopk, referring to the next the paffage of 
the fcattered remains of our force acrofS the Pa- 
cific ocean, and all their fubfequent tranfa&ions, 
till the Commodore’s arrival in England. 

END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 
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CHAP. I. 

The run from the coaft of Mexico to the 
Ladrones or Marian illands. 

WHEN, on the 6th of May 1742, we left 
the coaft of America, we flood to the 

S. W. with a view of meeting the N. E. trade- wind, which the accounts of former writers 
taught us to expe£t at feventy or eighty leagues 
from the land ; we had befides another reafon for 
{landing to the fouthward, which was the getting 
into the latitude of 130 or 14° north, that being 
the parallel where the Pacific ocean is mofl 
ufually crofTed, and confequently where the navi- 
gationis efleemed the fafefl. This lafl purpofe we 
had foon anfwered, being, in a day or two, fuf- 
ficiently advanced to the fouth. But though we 
were, at the fame time, more diflant from the 
Ihore than we had prefumed was neceffary for the 
falling in with the trade-wind, yet, in this par- 
ticular, we were moft grievoufly difappointed, 
the wind flill continuing to the weflward, or, at 
befl, variable. As the getting into the N. E. 
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trade, was to us a matter of the laft confequence, 
we.ftopd yet more to the foutht/ard, and made 
many experiments to meet with it; but ail our 
efforts were, for a long time, unfuccefsful; fo 
that it was feven weeks, from our leaving the 
coaft, before we got into the true trade-wind. 
This was an interval in which we had, at firft, 
believed we fhould well nigh have reached the 
eaftermoll parts of Afia; but we were fo baffled 
with the contrary and variable winds, which, for 
all that time, perplexed us, that we were not, 
as yet, advanced above a fourth of the way. The 
delay alone would have been a fufficient mortifi- 
cation ; but there were other circumftances at- 
tending it, which rendered this fiturtion not lefs 
terrible, and our apprehenfions, perhaps, ftill 
greater than in any of our pad calamities. For 
our two (hips were, by this time, extremely cra- 
zy, and many days had not paffed before we dif- 
covered a fpring in the foremafi; of the Centurion, 
which rounded about twenty-fix inches of its cir- 
cumference, and which was judged to be, at 
leaft, four inches deep. And no fooner had the 
carpenters fecured this maft, with fifching it, 
than the Gloucefter made a fignal of diftrefs, to 
inform us that fire had a fpring in her main-mad, 
twelve feet below the trufl'el-trees, which ap- 
peared fo dangerous that fhe could not carry any 
fail upon it. Our carpenters, on a ftrict exami- nation of this maft, found it excefiively rotten 
and decayed; and it being judged neceflnry td 
cut it down as low as it was defective, it was, 
by this means, reduced to nothing but a ftump, which ferved only as a ftcp to the tdp-maft. Thefe 
accidents augmented our delay, and, being ad- 
ded to our other diftreffes, occafioned as great 
anxiety about our future fafety. For though, af- 
ter our departure from Juan Fernandes, we had 

M 
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enjoyed a moft uninterrupted ftate of health, till 
our leaving the coafl: of Mexico; yet the fcurvy 
now began to make frefh havoc amongft our peo- 
ple ; and we too well knew the effects of this 
difeafe, by our former fatal experience; to fup- 
pofe that any thing, except a fpeedy paffage, could fecure the greater part of our crew from 
being deftroyed thereby. But as, after being 
feven weeks at fea, there did not appear any rea- 
fons that could perfuade us we were nearer the 
trade-wind than when we fet out: there was no 
ground for us to imagine, that our paffage would 
not prove, at leaft, three times as long as we at 
firft expedited ; and confequently we had the me- 
lancholy profpedt either of dying by the fcurvy, 
or of perifhing with the fhip for want of hands to 
navigate her. Indeed, feveral amongft us were 
willing to believe, that, in this warm climate, 
fo different from what we felt in paffing round 
Cape Horn, the violence of this difeafe, and its 
fatality, might be, in fome degree, mitigated, 
as it had not been unufual to fuppofe, that its 
particular virulence, during that paffage, was, 
in a great meafure, owing to the feverity of the 
weather ; but the ravage of the diftemper, in our. 
prefent circumftances, foon convinced us of the 
fajfity of this fpeculation, as it likewife exploded 
certain other opinions which ufually pafs current 
abput the caufe and nature of this difeafe : 

For it has been generally prefumed, that fuffi- 
cient fupplics of water and of frefh provifions 
are effectual preventives of this malady; but it happened that, in the prefent cafe, we had a confidexableftock of frefh provifions on board, be- 
ing the hogs and fowls which were taken at 
Paita: we, befides, almoft daily caught pfeat 
abundance of bonitoes, dolphins, and albico^es; 
and the unfettled feafon, which deprived us of 
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the benefit of the trade-wind, proved extremely 
rainy; fo that we are enabled to fill up our wa- 
ter calks almoft as fall as they were empty; and 
each man. had five pints of water allowed him 
every day during the pafiage. Rut riotwithRand- 
ing this plenty of water, notwithllanding that 
the frefii provifions were diftributed amongft 
the fick, and the whole crew often fed upon 
filh ; yet neither were the fick hereby relieved, 
or the progrefs or malignity of the dil'eafe at all 
abated. Nor was it in thefe inltances only that 
we found the general maxims upon this head de- 
fective : for though it has been ufually elleemed 
a neceflary piece of management to keep all 
Ihips, where the crews are large, as clean and 
airy between decks as poflible ; and it hath been 
believed by many, that this particular alone, if 
well attended to, would prevent the appearance 
of the feurvy, or, at lealt, mitigate its virulence; 
yet we obferved, during the latter part of our 
run, that though we kept all our ports open, and 
took uncommon pains in cleanfing and fweeten- ing the Ihips, the difeafe Hill raged with as much 
violence as ever; nor did its advancement feem 
to be thereby fenfibly retarded. However, I would not be . underltood to af- 
fert, that frelh provifions, plenty of water, and 
a conllant fupply of fweet air between decks, 
are matters of no moment; I am, on the con- trary, well fatisfied, that they are, all of them, 
articles of great importance, and are, doubtlefs, 
extremely conducive to the health and vigour of 
a cr^w, and may, in many cafes, prevent this fa- 
tal malady from taking place. All I have aimed 
at in what I have advanced, is only to evince, 
that, in fome inftances, both the cure and pre- 
vention of this malady is impoflibie to be efrecled 
by any management, or by the application of any 
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remedies which can be made ufe of at fea. In- 
deed, I am myfelf fully perfuaded, that when it 
has got to a certain head, there are no other 
means in nature for relieving the fick but carry- 
ing them on fhore, or, at leaf!;, bringing them 
into the neighbourhood of the land. Perhaps a 
dillindf and adequate knowledge of the fource 
of this difeafe may never be difcovered : but, in 
general, there is no difficulty in conceiving, that 
as a continued fupply of freih air is necefiary to 
all animal life, and as this air is fo particular a 
fluid, that, without lofing its elallicity, or any 
of its obvious properties, it may be rendered 
unfit for this purpofe, by the mixing with it 
fome very fubtle, and otherwife imperceptible 
effluvia : it may be eafily conceived, I fay, that 
the fleams arifing from the ocean may have a 
tendency to render the air they are fpread thro’ 
kfs properly adapted to the fupport of the life 
of terreflrial animals, unlefs thefe lleams are 
corrected by effluvia of another kind, which, 
perhaps, the land alone can afford. 

To what hath been already faid in relation to 
this difeafe, I fhall add, that our furgeon (who, 
during our paffage round Cape Horn, had aferib- 
ed the mortality we fuffered to the feverity of 
the climate) exerted himfelf in the prefent run 
to the utmoft; but he at lafl declared that 
all his meafures were totally ineffectual, and did 
not 'in the Iqaft. avail his patients. On this it 
was refolved by the Commodore to try the fuc- 
cefs of two medicines, which, juft before his 
departure from England, were the fubjeCt of 
much difeourfe, I mean the pill and drop of Mr 
Ward. For however violent the operations of 
thefe medicines are faid to have fometimes proved, yet in the prefent inftance, where, 
without fome remedy, deftruCtion feemed inc- 
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vitable, the experiment at leaft was thought adr 
vifable; and therefore, one or both of them, 
at different times, were adminiftered to perfons 
in every ftage of the diftemper. Out of the 
numbers who took them, one, foon after fwallow- 
ing the pill, was feized with a violent bleeding 
at the nofe ; he was before given over by the 
furgeon, and lay almoft at the point of death ; 
but he immediately found himfelf much better, 
and continued to recover, though flowly, till 
we arrived on Ihore, which was near a fortnight 
after. A few others too were relieved for fome 
days, but the drfeafe returned again with as much 
virulence as ever; though neither did thefe, nor the reft, who received no benefit, appear to be 
reduced to a worfe condition than they would 
have been if they had taken nothing. The moft: 
remarkable property of thefe medicines, and 
what was obvious in almoft every one that took 
them, was, that they a£ted in proportion to the 
vigour of the patientfo that thofe who were 
within two or three days of dying were fcarcely 
affe&ed; and as the patient was differently 
advanced in the difeafe, the operation was either 
a gentle perfpiration, an eafy vomit, or a mode- 
rate purge; but if they were taken by one in full 
ftrength, they then produced all the fore-men- 
tioned effe&s with confiderable violence, which 
fometimes continued for fix or eight hours toge- ther with little intermiflion. However, let us 
return to the profecution of our voyage. 

I have already obferved, that a few days after 
our running off the coaft of Mexico, the Glouce- 
fter had her main-maft cut down to a ftump,, 
and we were obliged to filh our fore-maft ; and 
that thefe misfortunes were greatly aggra- 
vated by our meeting with contrary and variable 
winds for near feven, weeks : I fliall now add,, 
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that tvhen we now reached the trade-wind, and 
it fettled between the north and the eaft, yet it 
feldom blew with fo much ftrength, that the 
Centurion might not have carried all hef fmall 
fails abroad without the leaft danger; fo that, 
had we been _a fmgle fhip, we might have run 
down our longitude apace, and have arrived at 
the Lad rones foon enough to have recovered 
great numbers of our men, who afterwards pe- 
rilhed; but the Gloucefter, by the lofs of her 
main-mafts, failed fo very heavily, that we had 
feldom any more than our top-fails fet, and yet 
were frequently obliged to ly to for her; and I 
conceive, that, on the whole, we loft little lefs 
than a month by our attendance upon her, in 
confequence of the various mifchances flie en- 
countered.' During all this run it was remark- 
able, that we were rarely many, days together 
without feeing great numbers of birds; which 
is a proof that there are feveral iflands, or at 
leaft rocks fcattered all along, at no very confi- 
derable diftance from our track. Some indeed 
there are marked in the Spanifh chart hereafter 
inferred j but the frequency of thefe birds feems 
to afcertain, that there are many more than have 
been hitherto difcovered : for the moft part of 
the birds we obferved were fuch as are known to 
rooft on Ihore ; and the manner or their appear- 
ance fufficiently evinced, that they came from 
fome diftant haunt every morning, and returned 
thither again in the evening, fince we never faw 
them early or late ; and the hour of their arrival 
and departure gradually varied, which, we fup- 
pofed, was occafioned by our running nearer 
their haunts, or getting farther from them'. 

The trade-wind continued to favour us, with- 
out any fludbuation, from^he end of-June; till 
towards the end of July. But on the 2'6th of Jn- 
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ly, being then, as we efteemed, about three 
hundred leagues from the Ladrones, we met 
•with a wefterly wind, which did not come about 
again to the eaflward in four days time. This 
was a mod difpiriting incident, as it at once 
damped all our hopes of fpeedy relief; efpecial- 
ly too, as it was attended with a vexatious acci- 
dent to the Gloucefter; for in one part of thefe 
four days the wind flatted to a calm, and'the 
fliips rolled very deep, by which means the 
Gloucefter’s fore-cap Splitting, her fore-top-malt 
came by the bo^rd, and broke her fore-yard di- 
reftly in the flings. As Ihe was hereby render- 
ed incapable of making any fail for fome time, 
we were under a necelfity, as foon as a gale 
fprung up, to take her in tow ; and near twenty 
of the healthieft and ableft of our feamen were 
removed from the duty of our own fhip, and 
were continued eight or ten days together on 
board the Gloucefter, to affill in repairing her 
damages: but thefe things, mortifying as we 
thought them, were only the commencement of 
our difafters ; for fcaree had our people finilhed 
their bufinefs in the Gloucefter, before we met 
with a moft violent ftorm from the weftern board* 
which obliged us to ly to. At the beginning of 
this ftorm our Ihip fprung a leak, and let in fo 
much water, that all our people, officers includ- 
ed, were conftantly employed about the pumps i and the next day we had the vexation to fee the 
Gloucefter with her fore-top-mail once more by 
the board-", nor was that the whole of her cala- 
mity, frnce, while we were viewing her with 
great concern for this new diftrefs, we faw her 
main-fop-maft, which had hitherto ferved her as 
a jury-main-maft, (hare the fame fate. This compleated 6ur misfortunes, and rendered them 
without refource ; for we knew the Gloucefter’s 
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crew were fo few and feeble, that, without our 
affiftance, they could not be relieved ; whilft, 
at the fame time, our fick were now fo far in- 
creafed, and thofe who remained in health fo 
continually fatigued with the additional duty of 
our pumps, that it was impoflible for us to lend 
them any aid. Indeed we were not, as yet, ful- 
ly apprifed of the deplorable fituation of the 
Gloucefter’s crew; for when the ftorm abated, 
which, during its continuance, prevented all com- 
munication with them, the Gloucefter bore up 
under our ftern, and Captain Mitchell informed 
the Commodore, that befides the lofs of his malls, 
which was all that was vifible to us, the fhip 
had then no lefs than feven feet of water in her 
hold, although his officers and men had been 
kept conllantly at the pumps for the lalt twenty- 
four hours. 

This new circumltance was indeed a moll ter- 
rible accumulation to the other extraordinary dif- 
trelfes of the Gloucefter, and require, if poilible, 
the moll fpeedy and vigorous affiftance, which 
Captain Mitchell begged the Commodore to 
afford him; but the debility of our people, and 
our own immediate prefervation, rendered it impracticable for the Commodore to comply 
with his requeft. All that could be done was to 
fend our boat on board for a more particular 
account of the fhip’s condition, as it was foon 
fufpedled, that the taking of her people on 
board us, and then deftroying her, was the only 
meafure that could Ije profecuted in the prefent 
emergency,, both for the feeurity. of their lives and • 
of our own. 

Our boat foon returned with a reprefentation 
of the ftate of the Gloucefter, and of her feveral 
defeats, figned by Captain Mitchell and all his of- 
ficers ; whence it appeared that ffie had fprung 
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a leak by the' ftern-poft being loofe, and working 
with every roll of the {hip, and by two beams a- 
mid-fliips being broken in the orlope, no part of 
which, as the carpenters reported, could pof- 
fibly be repaired at fea ; that both officers and 
men had wrought twenty-four hours at the 
pump without intermiffion, and were at length 
fo fatigued, that they could continue their lar 
hour no longer, but had been forced to defilt, 
with feven feet of water in the hold, which co- 
vered all tljeir calks, fo that they could neither 
come at frefh water nor provision ; that they had 
no mart {landing,- except the fore-maft, the mi- 
zen-maft, and the mizen-top-mail, nor had they 
any fpare mafts to get up in the room of thofe 
they had loll: that the ffiip was befides ex- 
tremely decayed in every part; for her knees 
and clamps were all become quite loofe, and her 
upper works, in general, were fo crazy, that the 
quarter-deck was ready to drop down; that her 
crew' was greatly reduced as there remained alive 
on board her, officers included, no more than 
feventy-feven men, eighteen boys, and two pri- 
foners ; and that pf this whole number only lix- 
teen men and eleven boys were capable of keep- 
ing deck, feveral of thefe too being very infirm. 

The Commodore on the perufal of this melan- 
choly reprefentation, prefently ordered them a 
fupp y of water and pfovifions, of which they 
feemed to be in the moll preffing want; and at 
the fame time, fent his own carpenter, on board 
them, to examine into the truth of every parti- 
cular ; and it being found, on the llri£lell en- 
quiry, that the preceding account was in no in- 
llatfce exaggerated, it plainly appeared, there 
was no possibility of preferving the Gloucefter a- 
ny longer, as her leaks were irreparable, and 
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be able to free her, could we have fpared the 
whole of our crew to her relief. What then 
could be refolved on, when it was the utmoll we 
ourfelves could do to manage our'own pumps? 
Indeed there was no room for deliberation ; the 
only ftep to be taken, was the faving the lives of 
the few that remained on board the Gloucefter, 
and the getting out of her as much as we could 
before fhe was deftroyed. The Commodore 
therefore immediately fent an order to Captain 
Mitchell, to put his people on board the Centu- 
rion as expeditioufly as he could, now the wea- 
ther was calm and favourable, and to take out 
fuch ftores [as he could get at whilft the {hip 
could be kept above water. And as our leak re- 
quired lefs attention, whilft the piefent eafy 
weather continued, we fent our boats with as 
many men as we could fpare, to Captain Mit- 
chell’s afliftance. 

The removing the Gloucefter’s people on board 
us, and the getting out fuch ftores as could moft 
cafily be come at, gave us full employment for 
two days. Mr Anfon was extremely defirous to 
have faved two of her cables and an anchor ; but 
-the fliip rolled fo much, and the men were fo 
exceflively fatigued, that they were incapable of 
effefting it; nay, it was even with the greateft 
difficulty that the priae-money, which the Glou- 
cefter had taken in the South Seas, was fecured 
and fent on board the Centurion However, the 
prize-goods in the Gloucefter, which amounted 
to feveral thoufand pounds in value, and were 
principally the Centi rion’s property, were en- tirely loft; nor could any more provifion be 
got out than five calks of flower, three of which 
were fpoiled by the fait water. Their fick men 
amounting-to near feventy, were conveyed into 
the boats with as much care as the circumftaai- 
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ces of that time would permit; but three or four 
of them expired as they were hoifting them into 
the Centurion. 

It was the 15th of Auguft, in the evening, be- 
fore the Gloucefter was cleared of every thing 
that was propofed to be removed-, and though the 
hold was now almoft full of water, yet, as the 
carpenters were of opinion that (he might ftill 
fwim for feme time, if the calm ftiould continue, 
and the water become fmooih, it was refolved 
fhe fliould be burnt, as we knew not how little 
diftant we might be at the prefent from the ifland 
of Guam, which was in the poflelfion of our 
enemies, to whom the wreck of fuch a fhip would 
be no contemptible acquifition When (he was 
feton fire, Captain Mitchell and his officers left 
her, and came on board the Centurion ; and we 
immediately ftood from the wreck, not without 
fome apprehenfions (as we had only a light 
breeze) that if fhe blew up foon, the concuffion 
of the air might damage our rigging *, but fhe fortunately continued burning the whole night, 
fo that, though her guns fired fucceffively as the 
flames reached them, yet it was fix in the 
morning, when we we were about four leagues di- 
ftant before fhe blew up. The report fhe made 
upon this occafion was but fmall, although the 
blaft produced an exceeding black pillar of fmoke, which fhot up into the air to a very con- 
fiderable height. 

Thus perilhed his Majefty’s fhip the Glouce- 
fter. And now, it might have been expelled, 
that being freed from the embarrafiments which 
her frequent difafters had involved us in, we 
fhould have proceeded on our way much brifker 
than we had hitherto done, efpecially as we had 
received fome fmall addition to our ftrength, by the taking on board the Gloucefter’s crew. 
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However, we were fooa taught, that our anxie- 
ties were not yet to be relieved; and that not- withftanding all we had already fuffered, there 
remained much greater diftrefles, which we were 
(till to ftruggle with. For the late ftorm, which 
had proved fo fatal to the Gloucefter, had dri- 
ven us to the northward of our intended courfe; 
and the current fetting the fame way, after the 
weather abated, had forced us yet a degree or' 
two farther, fo that we were now in 17° ^ of 
north latitude, inftead of being in 130 which 
was the parallel we propofed to keep, in order 
to reach the ifland of Guam. As it had been a 
perfeft calm for fome days, fince the cefl'ation 
of the ftorm, and we were ignorant how near 
we were to the meridian of theLadrones, though 
we fuppofed ourfelves not to be far from it, we apprehended that we might be driven to the lee- 
ward of them by the current, without difcover- 
ing them. On this fuppofition, the'only land 
we could make would be fome of the eaftern 
parts of Afia, where, if we could arrive, we 
ihould find the weftern monfoon in its full force, 
fo that it would be impoffible for the ftouteft beft-manned fhip to get in. Befides, this coaft 
being between four and five hundred leagues di- 
ftant from us, we, in our languiftung circum- 
ftances, couldexpeft no other than to bedeftroyed 
by the leurvy, long before the molt favourable 
gale could enable us to compleat fo extenfive a 
navigation. For our deaths were by this time 
extremelv alarming, no day palling hi which we 
did not bury eight or ten, and fometimes twelve 
of our men ; and thofe who had as yet continu- 
ed healthy began to fall down apace. Indeed we 
made the belt ufe we could oftour prefent calm, 
by employing our carpenters in fearching after 
the leak, which, notwithftanding the little wind 
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we had, was now confiderable. The carpen- 
ters at length difcovered it to be in the gunners 
fore ftore-room, where the water rufhed in un- 
der the breaft-hook, on each fide of the ftem; 
but though they found where it was, they agreed 
it was impoifible to flop it, till they could come 
at it on the outfide ; which was evidently a mat- 
ter not to be attempted till we fhould arrive in 
port. However, they did the bell they could 
within board, and were fortunate enough to re- 
duce it, which was a confiderable relief to us. 

We hitherto confidered the calm, which fuc- 
ceeded the ftorm, and which had now continued 
for fome days, as a very great misfortune, fince 
the currents were all the time driving us to the 
northward of our parallel, and we thereby rilked 
the miffing of the Ladrones, which we at prefent 
conceived ourfelves to be very near. But when 
a gale fprung up, our condition was {till worfe; for it blew from the S. W. and confequently was 
directly oppofed to the courfe we wanted to fteer: 
and though it foon veered to the N. E. yet this 
ferved only to tantalize us, as it returned back 
again in a very fhort time to its old quarter. 
However, on the 22d of Auguft, we had the fa- 
tisfa&ion to find, that the current was fhifted, 
and had fet us to the fouthward. And the 23d, 
at day-break, we were cheered with, the difcove- 
ry or two iflands in the weftern board. This gave us all great joy, and raifed our drooping fpi- 
rits ; for till then an univerfal dejection had 
feized us, and we almofl defpaired of ever feeing 
land again. The neareft of thefe iflands, as we 
learned afterwards, was Anatacan ; this we 
judged to be full fifteen leagues from us; it 
feerned to be high land, though of an indifferent 
length; the other was the ifland of Serigan, 
which had rather the appearance of a rock, than 

N 
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of a place we could hope to anchor at. The view 
of thefe ihands is inferted at the top of the thirty- 
third plate. We were extremely impatient to 
get in with the nearelt ifland, where we expe£ted 
to find an anchoring ground, and an opportunity 
of refrefhing our fick; but the wind proved fo 
variable all day, and there was fo little of it, that 
we advanced towards it but flowly ; however, by 
the next morning we were got fo far to the wdt- 
ward, that we were in fight of a third ifland, 
which u’as that of Paxaros, and wdiich is marked 
in the chart only as a rock This was very fmall, 
and the land low, fo that we had palled within 
lefs than a mile of it in the night, without ob- 
ferving it. At noon, being then not four miles 
from the ifland of Anatacan, the boat was fent 
awray to examine the enchoring ground, and the 
produce of the place, and we were not a little ' 
felicitous for her return, as we conceived our 
fate to depend upon the report we fhould receive ; 
for the other two illands were obvioully enough 
incapable of furnifhing us with any affiftance, 
and we knew not that there were any befides 
which we could reach. In the evening the boat 
came back, and the crew informed us that there 
was no road for a Ihip to anchor in, the bottom 
being every where foul ground, and all except 
one fmall fpot, not lefs than fifty fathom in 
depth ; that on that fpot. there was thirty fathom, 
though not above half a mile from the Ihore ; 
and that the bank was fteep too, and could not 
be depended on. Theyvfarther told us, that they 
had landed on the ifland, not without fome dif- 
ficulty, on account of the greatnels of the fwell; 
that they found the ground was every where co- 
vered with a kind of wild cane or rulh; but'that they met with no water, and did not believe 
the place to be inhabited, though the foil was 
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good, and abounded with groves of cocoa-nut 
trees. 

The account of the impoffibility of anchoring 
at this ifland, occafioned a generaUmelancholy 
on board y for we confidered it as little lefs than 
the prelude to our delliu&ion ; and our defpond- 
ency was incrtafed by a difappointment we met 
with the fucceeding night; when, as we were 
plying under top-fails, with an intention of get- 
ting nearer to the ifland, and of fending our boat 
on ihore to load with cocoa-nuts for the refrefh- 
ment of our fick, the wind proved fqually, and blew fo ftrong off ftiore, that^we were driven too 
far to the fouthward to venture to fend off our 
boat. And now the only poflible circumftance 
that could fecure the few which remained alive 
from perifhing, was the accidental falling in 
with fome other of the Ladrone iflands, better 
prepared for our accommodation; but as our 
knowledge of thefe iflands was extremely imper- 
feft, we were to trull entirely to chance for our 
guidance; only as they are all of them ufually laid down near the fame meridian, and we con- 
ceived thofe we had already feen to be part of them, 
we concluded to Hand to the fouthward, as the 
moll. probable means of difcovering the reft. 
Thus, with the moll gloomy perfuafion of our 
approaching deftruttion, we flood from the ifland 
of Anatacan, having all of us the ftrongeft ap- 
prehenlions (and thofe not ill grounded) either of dying by the fcurvy, or of being dellroyed with 
the fhip, which, for want of hands to work her 
pumps, might in a fhort time be expelled to 
founder. 



140 ANSON’sVOYAGE Book III. 

CHAP. II. 
Our arrival at Tinian, and an account of 

the ifland, and of our proceedings there, 
till the Centurion drove out to fea. 

IT was the 26th of Auguft 1742, in the morn- 
ing, when we loft fight of the ifland of Ana- 

tacan, dreading that it was the laft land we 
Ihould ever fix our eyes on. But the next morn- 
ing We difcovered three other iflands to the eaft- 
ward, which were between ten and fourteen 
leagues diftant from us. Thefe were, as we af- 
terwards learned, the iflands of Saypan, Tinian, 
and Aguigan. We immediately fleered towards 
Tinian, which was the middlemoft of the three ; 
but we had fo much of calms and light airs, that 
though we were helped forwards by the currents, 
yet on the morrow, at day-break, we had not 
advanced nearer than within five leagues of it. 
However, we kept on our courfe, and about ten 
o’clock M'e perceived a proa under fail to the 
•fouthward, between Tinian and Aguigao. As 
we imagined from hence, that thefe iflands were inhabited, and knew that the Spaniards had al- 
vvays a force at Guam, we took the neceflary pre- 
cautions for our own fecurity, and endeavoured to prevent the enemy, as much as poflible, from 
taking ah advantage of our prefent wretched cir- 
cumftances, of which we feared they would be 
fufliciently informed by the manner of our work- 
ing the fliip: we therefore muftered all our hands 
who were capable of Handing to their arms, and 
loaded our upper and quarter-deck guns with 
grape-fhot j and that we might the more readily 
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procure feme intelligence of the ftate of thefe 
iflands, we fhowed Spanifh colours, and hoifted 
a red flag at the foretop-maft-head, hoping there- 
by to give our (hip the appearance of the Manila 
galeon, and to decoy fome of the inhabitants on 
board us. Thus preparing ourfelves, and (land- 
ing towards the land, we were near enough at 
three in the afternoon, to fend the cutter on Ihore 
to find out a proper birth for the ihip; and we 
foon perceived that a proa put off from the ifland 
to meet the cutter, fully perfuaded, as we after- 
wards found, that we were the Manila (hip. As 
we faw the cutter returning with the proa in 
tow, we inftantly fent the pinnace to receive the 
proa and the prifoners, and to bring them on 
board, that the cutter might proceed on her er- 
rand. The pinnace came back with a Spaniard 
and four Indians, which were the people taken 
in the proa; and the Spaniard being immediate- 
ly examined as to the produce and circumftances 
of this ifland of Tinian, his account of it furpafled 
•even our mod fanguine hopes : for he informed 
us, that though it was uninhabited, (which in 
itfelf, confidering our prefent defencelefs condi- 
tion, was a convenience not to be defpifed) yet 
it wanted but few of the accommodations that could beexpe&ed in the moil cultivated country. 
In particular, he aflured us that there was plen- 
ty of very good water, and that there were an 
incredible number of cattle, hogs, and poultry, 
running wild on the ifland, all of them excellent 
in their kind; that the woods afforded fweet and 
four oranges, lii^es, lemons, and cocoa-nuts in 
great abundance, befides a fruit peculiar to thefe 
iflands, which ferved inftead of bread; that from 
the quantity and goodnefs of the provifions pro- 
duced here, the Spaniards at Guam made ufe of 
it as a (lore for fupplying the garrifon; and that: 
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lie himfelf was a ferjeant of that garrifon, who 
was fent hither with twenty-two Indians to jerk 
beef, which he was to load for Guam on board a 
fmall bark of about fifteen ton, which lay at an- 
chor near the fhore. 

This relation was received by us with inex- 
preffible joy; part of it we were ourfelves able 
to verify on the fpot, as we were, by this time, 
near enough to ciifcdver feveral numerous herds 
of cattle feeding in different places of the ifland ; 
and we did not anywife doubt the reft of his nar- 
ration ; fince the appearance of the fhore preju- 
difed us fo greatly in its favour, and made us 
hope, that not only our neccfiities might be 
there fully relieved, and our difeafed recovered, 
but that amidft thofe pleafing fcenes which were 
then in view, we might procure ourielves fome 
amufement and relaxation, after the numerous 
fatigues we had undergone. For the profpeft 
of the country did by no means refemble that of 
an uninhabited and uncultivate4 place, but had 
much more the air of a magnificent plantation, 
where large lawns and ftately woods had been 
laid out together with great fkill, and where the 
whole had been fo artfully combined, and fo ju- 
dicioufly adapted to the flops of the hills, and 
the inequalities of the ground, as to produce a 
moft finking effe£l:, and to do honour to the in- 
vention of the contriver. Thus, (an event not 
unlike what we had already feen) we were for- 
ced upon the moft definable-and falutary mea- 
fures, by accidents wdnch, at firft fight, we con- fidered as the greateft of misfortunes ; for had 
w^e not been driven, by the contrary winds and 
currents, to the northward of our courfe (a cir- 
rumftance winch, at that time, gave us the moft 
terrible apjrrehenfions) we fhould, in all proba- 
bility, never have arrived at this delightful 



Chap.II. ROUND THE WORL©. 143 
ifland, and confequently we fhould have miffed 
of that place, where alone all our wants could 
be moil amply relieved, our fick recovered, and 
our enfeebled crew once more refreflied, and en- 
abled to put again to fea. 

The Spanifh ferjeant, from whom we re- 
ceived the account of the ifland, having inform- 
ed us that there were fome Indians on fliore un- der his command, employed in jerking beef, and 
that there was a bark at anchor to take it on 
board, we were defirous, if poflible, to prevent 
the Indians from efcaping, fince they would cer- 
tainly have given the Governor of Guam intelli- 
gence of our arrival; we therefore immediately 
difpatched the pinnace to fecure the bark, as the 
ferjeant told us that was the only embarkation 
on the place ; and then, about eight in the even- 
ing, we let go our anchor in twenty-two fathom. 
But though it wras almoft calm, and whatever 
vigour and fpirit was to be found on board, was 
doubtlefs exerted to the utmoft on this pleafing 
occafion, when, after having kept the fea for 
fome months, we were going to take poffeflion 
of this little paradife, yet we were full five hours 
in furling our fails. It is true we were fomc- 
what weakened by the crews of the cutter and 
pinnace which were fent on (bore ; but it is not 
lefs true, that, including thofe abfent with 
the boats, and fome negroes and Indian prifon- 
ers, all the hands we could mufter, capable of Handing at a gun, amounted to no more than 
fcventy-one, molt of which, too, were inca- 
pable of duty, except .on the gieatefi: emergen- 
cies This, inconfiderable as it may appear, 
was the whole force we could collet, in our 
prefent enfeebled, condition, from the united 
crews of the Centurion, the Gloucefter, and the 
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Tryal, which, when we departed from England, 
confifted all together, of near a thoufand hands. 

When we had furled our fails, our people 
were allowed to repofe themfelves during the re- 
mainder of the night, to recover them from the 
fatigue they had undergone. But in the morn- 
ing a party was fent on (hore well armed, of 
which I myfelf was one, to make ourfelves ma- 
tters of the landing-place, fince we were not 
certain what oppofition might be made by the 
Indians on the illand. We landed, however, 
without difficulty ; for the Indians having per- 
ceived, by our feizure of the bark the ni^ht be- 
fore, that we were enemies, they immediately 
fled into the woody parts of the ifland. We 
found on fhore many huts which they had inha- 
bited, and which faved us both the time and 
trouble of erefting tents. One of thefe huts, 
which the Indians made ufe of for a ftore-houfe, 
was very large/ being twenty yards long, and 
fifteen broad. This we immediately cleared of 
fome bales of jerked beef, which had been left 
in it, and converted it into an hofpital for our 
fick, who as foon as the place was ready to re- 
ceive [them, were brought on ffiore, being in all 
a hundred and twenty-eight. Numbers of thefe 
were fo very helplefs, that we were obliged to 
carry them from the boats to the hofpital upon 
our fhoulders, in which humane employment 
(as before at Juan Fernandes) the Commo- 
dore himfelf, and every one of his officers, 
were engaged without diftin&ion; and notwith- 
ftanding the extreme debility, and the dying 
afpe£b of the greateft part of our fick, it is 
almoft incredible how foon they began to 
fee! the falutary influence of the land: for 
though we buried twenty-one men on this and 
the preceding day, yet we did not lofe above ten 
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men more during the whole two months we Raid 
here ; but our difeafed, in general, reaped To 
much benefit from the fruits of the jfland, par- 
ticularly thofe of the acid kind, that, in a week’s 
time, there were but few of them who were not 
fo far recovered, as to be able to move about 
without help. 

Being now, in fome fort, eftablifhed at this 
place, we were enabled more diflin&ly to exa- 
mine its qualities and produrRions ; and that the 
reader may the better judge of our manner of 
life here, and future navigators be better appri- 
fed of the conveniencies we met with, I ihall, 
before I proceed any farther in the hiftory of 
our own adventures, throw together the moft 
interefting particulars that came to our know- 
ledge, relating to the fituation, foil, produce, 
and accommodations of thisifland of Tinian. 

This iftand lies in the latitude of 159 : 8' north, 
and longitude from Acapulco, 114": 50' weft : 
its length is about twelve miles, and its breadth 
about half as much, it extending from the S. S. W. to the N. N. E. The foil is every where dry 
and healthy, and being, withal, fomewhat fan- 
dy, it is thereby the lefs difpofed to a rank and 
over luxuriant vegetation; and hence the mea- 
dow's and the bottoms of the woods are much neater and fmoother than is cuftomary in hot 
climates. The land rofe in gentle Hopes from 
the very beach where we watered, to the middle 
of the illand, though the general courfe of its a- 
fcent was often interrupted by vallieS' of an eafy 
defcent, many of which udnd irregularly through 
the country. Thefe vallies, and the gradual 
fwellings of the ground, which their different 
combinations gave rife to, w'ere moft beautifully 
diverfified by the mutual encroachments of woods 
and lawms which coafted each other, and tra- 
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verfed the ifland in large tracts. The woods 
confided of tall and well fpread trees, the great- 
eft part of them celebrated either for their afpe& 
or their fruit; whilft the lawns were ufually of 
a confiderabie breadth, their turf quite clean and- 
uniform, it being compofed of a very fine tre- 
foil, which was intermixed with a variety of 
floVers. Xlie woods, too, were in many places 
open, and free from all bufhes and nnderwood, 
fo that they terminated on the lawns with a well 
defined outline, where neither fhrubs nor weeds 
were to be feen : but the neatnefs of the adjacent 
turf was frequently extended to a confiderabie 
diftance, under the hollow fliade formed by the 
trees Hence arofe a great number of the moft: 
elegant and entertaining profpe&s, according to 
the different blendings of thefe woods and lawns, 
and their various mterfe&ione with each other, 
as they fpread themfelves differently through 
the vallies, and over the fiopes and declivities in which the place abounded. Nor were the al- 
lurements of Tinian confined to the excellency 
of its landfcapes only; fince the fortunate ani- 
mals which, during the greateft part of the year, 
are the foie lords of this happy foil, partake, in 
fome meafure, of the romantic call of the ifland, 
and are no fmall edition to its wonderful fcene- 
ry ; for the cattle, of which it is not uncommon to fee herds of fome thoufands feeding together 
in a large meadow, are certainly the moft re- 
markable in the world, as they are all of them 
milk white, except their ears, which are gene- 
rally brown or black. And though there are no 
inhabitants here, yet the clamour and frequent 
parading of domeftic poultry, which range the 
woods in great numbers, perpetually excite the 
idea of the neighbourhood of farms and villages, 
and greatly contribute to the chearfulnefs and 
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auty of the place. The cattle on Tinian we 
mputed were, at leaft, ten thoufand: we had 

> difficulty in getting near them, for they were 
>t at all fhy of us. Our firft method of killing 
em was fhooting them ; but, at laft, when, by 
cidents to be hereafter recited, we were obli- 
idtohufband our ammunition, our men ran them 
)wn with eafe. Their flefh was extremely well 
fled, and was believed, by us, to be much 

I more eafiiy dirrefted than any we ha<J ever met 1 with. The fowls, too, were exceeding good, 
and were likewife run down with little trouble; 
for they could fcarce fly further than a hundred 
yards at a flight, and even that fatigued them to 
fuch a degree, that they could not readily rife a- 
gain fo that, aided -by the opennefs of the 
woods, we could at all times furniih ouifelves 
with whatever number we wanted. Befides ithe 
•cattle and the poultry, we found here abundance 
of wild hogs : thefe were moft excellent food ; but as they were a very fierce animal, we were 
obliged either to ftioot them, or to hunt them 
with large dogs, which we found upon the place 
at our landing, and which belonged to the de- 
tachment which was then upon the ifland, amaf- 
fing provifions for the garrifon of Guam. As 
thefe dogs had been purpofely trained to the kil- ling of the wild hogs, they followed us very niadily, and hunted for us; but though they were 
a large bold breed, the hogs fought with fo much fury, tV,at they frequently deftroyed them, 
whence we by degrees, loft' the greateft part of 
them. 

This place was not only extremely grateful to 
us, from the plenty and excellency of its frefh provifions, but vas as much, perhaps, to be ad- 
mired on account->f jts fruits and vegetable pro- 
du£tions, which u.re xnoft fortunately adapted 
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to the cure of the fea-fcurvy, the difeafe which had 
fo terribly reduced us. For in the woods there 
were inconceivable quantities of cocoa-nuts, with 
cabbages growing in the fame tree There were,: 
befides, guavoes, limes, fweet and four oranges,: 
and a kind of fruit peculiar to thofe iflands, cal- 
led by the Indians Rhymay, but by us the bread 
fruit for it was conltantly eaten by us, during, 
our ftay upon the ifland, inftead of bread, and 
fo univerlally preferred to it, that no {hip’s bread 
was expended in that whole interval. It grew upon a tree which is fomewhat lofty, and which' 
towards the top, divides into large and fpreading 
branches. The leaves of this tree are of a re- 
markable deep green, are notched about the 
edges, and are generally from a foot to eighteen 
inches in length. The fruit itfelf is found indif- 
ferently on all parts of the branches ; itis in drape 
rather eliptical than round; it is covered with a 
rough rhind, and is ufually feven or eight inch- 
es long: each of them grows fingly and not in 
clufters. This fruit is fitteft to be ufed when it 
is full grown, but ftill green ; in which date, 
after it is properly prepared, by being roafted in 
the embers, its talle has fome diftant refemblance 
to that of an artichoke’s bottom, and its texture 
is not.very different, for it is foft and fpongy. 
As it ripens, it. becomes fofter, and of a ye/low 
colour, when it contracts a lucious tafte, and an 
agreeable fmell, not unlike a ripe peadi; but 
then it it is efteeihed unwholefome, and is fa id 
to produce fluxes. I {hall only add, that it is 
defcribed both by Dampier, and in Bay’s hiftory 
of plants : and that in the view of the watering 
place, plate XXXiVth, there is dp»wn one ot the 
trees bearing this fruit, being t*3t marked with 
the letter (c ) Befides the fr*its already enu- 
merated, there were many oher vegetables ex- 

/ 
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tremely condufive to the cure of the malady 
we had long laboured under, fuch as water-me- 
lons, dandelion, creeping-purflain, mint, fcur- vy-grafs, and forrel; all which, together with 
the frelh meats of the place, we devoured with 
great eagernefs, prompted thereto by the ftrong 
inclination which, in fcorbutic diforders, na- 
ture never fails of exciting for thofe powerful 
fpecifics. 

It will eafily be conceived, from what hath 
been already faid, that our chear upon this ifland 
was in feme degree luxurious; but I have not yet 
recited all the varieties of provifion which we here 
indulged in. Indeed we thought it prudent totally 
to abltain from filh, die few we caught at our firft arrival having forfeited thofe who ate of them ; 
but, confulering.how much we had been inured 
to that fpecies of food, we did not regard this 
circumftance as a difadvantage, efpecially as the 
defeft was fo amply fupplied by the beef, pork, 
and fowds already mentioned, and by great plenty 
of wild fowl; for it is to be remembered, that hear the centre of this ifland there were two 
confiderable pieces of frefh water, which abound- 
ed with duck, teal, and curlew; not to men- 
tion the whiftling plover, which we found there 
in prodigious plenty. 

It may now, perhaps, be wondered at, that 
an ifland fo exquifitely furnilhed with the conve- niencies of life, and fo well adapted not only to 
the fubfiftence, but likewife to the enjoyment of mankind, fliould be entirely deftitute of inhabi- 
tants, efpecially as it in the neighbourhood of o- 

f ther iflands, which, in fome meafure, depended 
I upon this for their fupport. To obviate this dif 

ficulty, I mufl: obferve that it is not fifty years 
fince the ifland was depopulated. The Indians 
we had in our cuftody allured us, that formerly 
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the three iflands of Tinian, Rota, and Guam, 
were all full of inhabitants, and that Tinian a- 
lone contained thirty thouland fouls ; but a fick- 
nefs raging amongft thefe iflands, which doftroyed 
multitudes of the people, the Spaniards, to re- 
cruit their numbers at Guam, which were ex- 
tremely diminifhed by the mortality, ordered all 
the inhabitants of Tinian thither, where, lan-' 
guilhing for their former habitations, and their 
cuftomary method of life, the greateft part of them 
in a few years, died of grief. Indeed, indepen- 
dent of that attachment which all mankind have 
ever drown to the places of their birth and bring- 
ing up, it flrould feem, from what has been al- 
ready faid, that there were few countries more 
worthy to be regretted than this of Tinian. 

Thefe poor Indians might reafonably have ex- 
pelled, at the great diftance from Spain where 
they were placed, to have efcaped the violence 
and cruelty of that haughty nation, fo fatal to 
a large proportion of the whole human race ; 
but it feems their remote fituation could not pro- 
tect them from {haring in the common deftruc- 
tion of the weftern world ; all the advantage 
they received from their diflance, being only to perifli an age or two later. It may, perhaps, be 
doubted, if the numoer of the inhabitants of 
Tinian, who were banifhed to Guam, and who 
died there pining for their native home, was fo 
confiderable as what we have related above ; but, 
not to mention the concurrent aflertion of our 
prifoners, and the commodioufnefs of the ifland, 
and its great fertility, there are dill remains to 
be met with on the place, which fliow it to have 
been once extremely populous. For there are, 
in all part of the ifland, many ruins of a very 
particular kind ; thefe ufually confifl: of two 
rows of fquare pyramidal pillars, each pillar be- 
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ing about fix feet from the next, and the diftance 
between the rows being about twelve feet; the 
pillars themfelves are about five feet fquare at the bafe, and about thirteen feet high j and on 
the top of each of them there is a femi-globe, with the flat furface upwards; the whole of the 
pillars and femi-globe is folid, being compofed of 
fand and {tone cemented together, and plaifter- 
ed over. This odd fabrick will be better under- 
ftood, by infpedting the view ©f the watering- 
place already referred to; where an aflemblage 
of thefe pillars is drawfi, and is denoted by the 
letter (a.) If the account our prifoners gave us 
of thefe ftru£turcs was true, the illand muft in- 
deed have been moft extraordinary well peopled ; 
fince they affured us, that they vtffere the foun- 
dations of particular buildings fet apart for thofe 
Indians only who bad engaged in fome religious vow, monaftic inftitutions being often to be met 
with in many Pagan nations. However, if thefe 
ruins were originally the bafis of the common 
dwelling-houfes of the natives, their numbers 
muft have been confiderable ; for in many parts 
of the ifland they are extremely thick planted^ 
and fufficiently evince the great plenty of its 
former inhabitants. But to return to the pre- 
fent {late of the ifland : 

Having briefly recounted the conveniencies of 
this place, the excellency and quantity of its 
fruits and provifions, the neatnefs of its lawns,, 
the ftatelinefs, freftmefs, and fragrance of its 
woods, the happy inequality of its furfaee, and the variety and elegance of the views it afforded; 
I muft now obferve, that all thefe advantages 
were greatly enhanced by the healthinefs of its 
climate, by the almoft conftant breezes which prevail there, and by the frequent {bowers which, 
dl there; for thefe, inftead of the heavy conli 
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nued rains which in fome countries render great 
part of the year fo unpleafing, were ufually of a 
very fliort and almoft momentary duration. 
Hence they were extremely grateful and refrefh- 
ing, and were, perhaps, one caufe of the falu- 
hrity of the air, and of the extraordinary influ- 
ence it was obferved to have upon us, inincreaf- 
ing and invigorating our appetites and digeftion. 
This effect was indeed remarkable, fince thofe 
among our officers, who were at all other times 
fpare and temperate eaters, who, befides a flight break fail, ufed to make but one moderate repaft 
2 day, were here, in appearance, transformed 
into gluttons ; for inftead of one reafonable 
fleffi-meal, they were now fcarcely fatisfied with 
three, each oijthem, too, fo prodigious in quan- 
tity, as would, at another time, have produced 
a fever or a furfeit; and yet our digeflion fo well 
correfponded to the keennefs of our appetites, 
that we were neither difordered, nor even load- 

by this uncommon repletion ; for after hav- ing/according to the cuftom of the ifland, made 
a large beef breakfaft, it was not long before we 
began to confider the approach of dinner as a 
•very definable, though fomewhat tardy, incident. After giving thefe large encomiums to this 
Ifland, in which, however, I conceive, I have 
not done it judice ; it is necefiary I fhould fpeak 
of thofe circumftances in which it is defedive, 
whether in point of beauty or utility. And, firft, 
with refpeCt to its water, I mufl own, that be- 
fore I had feen this fpot, I did not conceive that 
the abfence of running water, of which it is en- 
tirely deflitute, could have been fo well replaced 
by any other means as it is in this ifland; fince, though there are no dreams, yet the water of 
the wells and fprings, which are to be met with 
every ys here near the furface, is extremely good; 
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and in the midft of the iiland there are two or 
three confiderable pieces of excellent water, 
the turf of whofe banks was as clean, as even, 
and as regularly difpofed, as if they had been 
bafons purpofely. made for the decoration of the 
place, it muft, however, be confeiled, that, 
with regard to the beauty of the profpects, the 
want of rills and ftreams is a very great deleft, 
not to be compenfated either by large pieces of 
ftanding water, or by tire neighbourhood of the 
fea, though that from the fmallnefs of the 
ifland, generally makes a part of every extenfive 
landfcape. 

As to the refidence upon the ifland, the prin* 
cipal inconvenience attending it is the vaft num- 
ber of mufcatoes, and various other fpecies of 
flies, together with an infeft called a tick ; this, 
though principally attached to the cattle, would 
yet frequently fallen upon our limbs and bodies, 
and, if not perceived and removed in time, would 
bury its head under the fkin, and raife a pain* 
ful inflammation. We found here, too, centi- 
pedes and fcorpions, which we fuppofed were 
venemous, though none of us ever received any injury from them. 

But the moll important and formidable ex- 
ception to this place remains Hill to be told. 
This is the inconvenience of the road, and the 
little fecurity there is, in fome feafons, for a 
fhip at anchor. The only proper anchoring- 
place, for fliips of burden, is at the S. W. end 
of the ifland. As a direction for readily find- 
ing it, there is, in the XXXVth plate, a very 
accurate view of the S. W. fide of the ifland, 
where (n) is the peak of Saypan, feen ovt-r the 
northern part of Tinian, and bearing N. N. E. 
^ E. and (^) is the anchoring-place, dillant eight 
miles from the obferver. And, as an additional 

O 3 
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affiftance, there is alfo added, in the XXXVIth 
plate, a near view of the anchoring place itfelf, 
which reprefents it fo exa£Hy, that none can 
poflibly miftake it. Here the Centurion anchor- 
ed in twenty and twenty-two fathom water, 
about a mile and an half diftant from the fhore, 
oppolite to a fandy bay. The bottom of this 
road is full of {harp-pointed coral rocks, which, 
during four months of the year, that is, from 
the middle of June to the middle of October, 
render it a very unfafe anchorage. This is the 
feafon of the weftern monfoons, when near the • 
full and change of the moon, but more particu- 1 
lady at the change, the wind is ufually variable ! 
all round the compafs, and feldom fails to blow j 
with fuch fury, that the ftouteft cables are not 
to be confided in: what adds to the danger at ' 
thefe times, is the exceffive rapidity of the tide ; 
of flood, which fets to the S. E. between this 
ifland and that of Aguiguan, a fmall iflet near j 
the fouthern extremity of Tinian, which is re- ■ 
prefented in the general chart, hereafter infert- ] 
ed, only by a dot. This tide runs, at firft, with 
a vaft head and overfall of water, oceafioning 
fuch a hollow and overgrown fea, as is fcarcely 
to be conceived; fo that (as will be more parti- 
cularly recited in the fequel) we were under the 
dreadful apprehenfions of being pooped by it, 
though w^e were in a fixty gun {hip. In the re- 
maining eight months of the year, that is, from 
the middle of O&ober to the middle of June, 
there is a conftant feafon of fettled weather; 
when, if the cables are but well armed, there is 
fcarcely any danger of their being even rubbed ; 
fo that, during all that interval, it is as fecure a 
toad as could be wilhed for. I ihall only add, 
that the anchoring bank is very {helving, and 
ftretches along the S. W. end of the ifland, and 
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is entirely free from fhoals, except a reef of 
rocks which is vifible, and lies about half a mile 
from the (hore, affording a narrow paffage into a 

' ' ’ is the only place where 
count of the ifland, and its produce, it is necef. 
fary to return to our own hiftory. 

Our firft undertaking after our arrival, was 
the removal of our fick on fhore, as hath beetr 
related. Whilft we were thus employed, four 
of the Indians on the ifland, being part of the 
Spanifti ferjeant’s detachment, came and furren- 
dered themfelves to us, fo that, with thofe we 
took in the proa, we had now eight of them in 
our cuftody. One of the four who fubmitted^ 
undertook to fhow us the moft convenient places 
for killing cattle, and two of our men were or- 
dered to attend him on that fervice; but one of 
them unwarily trufting the Indian with his fire- 
lock and piftol, the Indian efcaped with them in- 
to the woods. His countrymen who remained 
behind were apprehenfive of fuffering for this 
perfidy of their comrade; and therefore begged" 
leave to fend one of their own party into the 
country, who they engaged Ihould both bring 
back the arms, and perfuade the whole detach- 
ment from Guam to fubmit to us The Com- modore granted their requeft, and one of them 
was difpatched on this errand, who returned 
next day, and brought back the firelock and pL 
ftol, but affured us he had found them in a path- 
way in the wood, and protefted, that he had not 
been able to meet with any one of his country- 
men. This report had fo little the air of truth, 
that we lufpefted there was fome treachery car- 
rying on; and therefore, to prevent any future 
communication amongft them, we immediately 
ordered all the Indians, who were in-our power. 

Having given this ac- 
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cn board the (hip, and did not permit them to 
go any more on fhor-e. 

When our fick were well fettled on the iiland, 
we employed all the hands that could be fpared 
from attending them, in arming the cables with 
a good rounding, feveral fathom from the anchor, 
to fecure them from being rubbed by the coral 
rocks, which here abounded. This being com- 
pleated, our next occupation was our leak, and, 
in order to raife it out of the water, we on the 
firft of September began to get the guns aft, to 
bring the fliip by the ilern; and now the carpen- 
ters being able to come at it on the outfide, they 
ripped off what was left of the old Breathing, 
caulked all the feams on both Tides the cutwater, 
and leaded them over, and then new-lheathed 
the bows to the furface of the water. By this 
means we conceived the defetl was fulffciently 
fecured ; but, upon our beginning to return the 
guns to their ports, we had the mortification to perceive, that the water ruffed into the ffip in 
the old place, with as much violence as ever. 
Hereupon we wete necefiitated to begin again : 
and that-our fecond attempt might be more fuc- 
cefsful, we cleared the fore flore-room, and fent 
a hundred and thirty barrels of powder on board 
the fmall Spaniff bark we had feized here, by which means we raifed the ffip about three feet 
out of the water forwards. The carpenters now 
ripped off the ffeathing lower down, new'-caulk- 
ed all the feams, and afterwards laid on new ffeathing ; and then, fuppofing the leak to be 
effe£fually flopped, we began to move the guns 
forwards ; but the upperdeck guns were fcarcely 
replaced, when, to our amazement, it.burft out 
again As we durft not cut away the lining 
within board, left a but-end or a plank might ftart, and we might go down immediately, we 
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hatl no other refource left than chincing and 
caulking within board. Indeed, by this means, 
the leak was flopped for fome time; but when 
our guns were all fixed in their ports, and our 
ftores were taken on board, the water again for- 
ced its way through a hole in the Item, where 
one of the bolts was driven in : we, on this, de- 
fifted from all farther efforts, being at lalt well 
affured that the defedb was in the Item itfelf, and 
that it wras not to he remedied till'we ftiould have an opportunity of heaving down. 

In the firft part of the month of September, 
feveral of our lick were tolerably recovered by their refidence on fhore ; and, on the 12th of 
September, all thofe who were fo far relieved, 
fince their.arrival, as to be capable of doing duty, 
were fcnt on board the flop ; and then the Com- 
modore, who was himfelf ill of the fcurvy, had 
a tent creeled for him on fhore, where he went 
with the view of flaying a few days to eftablifh 
his health, being convinced, by the general ex- 
{>erience of his people, that no other method but iving on the land was to be trufted to for the re- 
moval of this dreadful malady. The place where 
his tent was pitched on this occafion, was near 
the well whence we got all our water, and was 
indeed a moft elegant fpot. A view of it hath been already referred to, under the title of the 
watering place, where (A) is the Commodore’s 
tent, and (d) the well we watered at. 

As the crew on board were now reinforced by 
the recovered hands returned from the id and, we 
began to fend our cafks on fhore to be fitted up, 
which, till this time, could not be done, for the coopers were not well enough to work. We 
likewifa weighed our anchors, that we might 
examine our cables, which, we fufpefted, had, 
by this time, received confidefable damage. And 
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as the new moon was now approaching, when we apprehended vrolent gales, the Commodore, > 
for our greater fecurity, ordered that part of the 
cables next to the anchors to be armed with the 
chains of the fire grapnels ; befides which, they 
were cackled twenty fathom from the anchors, 
and feven fathom from the fervice, with a good 
rounding of a 4! inch haufer ; and, being per- 
fuaded that the dangers of this road demanded 
our utmoft forefight, we to all thefe precautions, 
added that of lowering the main and fore-yard 
clofe down, that, in cafe of blowing weather, 
the wind might have lefs power upon the Ihip to 
make her ride a ftrain. 

Thus effe£fually prepared, as we conceived, 
we waited till the new moon which was the 18th 
of September, when, riding fafe that and the 
three fucceeding days, (though the weather 
proved very fqually, and uncertain) we flattered 
ourfelves (for I was then on board) that the pru- 
dence of our meafures had fecured us from all 
accidents ; but on the 22d, the wind blew from 
the eaftward with fuch fury, that we foon def- 
paired of riding out of the llorm. In this con- 
juncture w'e fhould have been extremely glad that 
t heCommodore, and the reft of our people on fhore, 
which werethe greateftpart ofourhands,hadbeen 
on board us, fince our only hopes of fafety feemed 
to depend on our putting immediately to fea ; but all communication with the Ihore was now 
abfolutely cut off, for there was no poffibility 
that a boat could live, fo that we were neceflita- 
ted to ride it out till our cables parted. Indeed, 
we were not long expefting this dreadful event, 
for the fmall bower parted at five in the afternoon, 
and the {hip fwung off to the heft bower ; and aS the night came on, the violence of the wind ftill 
increafed; though, notwithftanding its inex- 
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preffible fury, the tide ran with fo much rapidi- 
ty as to prevail over it; for the tide, which fet 
to the northward at the beginning of the hurri- 
cane, turning fuddenly to the fouthward, about 
fix in the evening, forced the fliip before it, in 
defpight of the ftorm, which blew upon the beam.- 
The fea now broke moft furprifingly all round us, 
and a large tumbling fwell threatened to poop us; 
by which the long-boat at this time moored a- 
ftern, was on a fudden canted fo high, that it 
broke the tranfon of the Commodore’s gallery, 
whofe cabin was on the quarter-deck, and would 
doubtlefs have rifen as high as the tafferel, had 
it not been for the ftroke which ftove theboat all to 
pieces; and yet the poor boat-keeper, though 
extremely bruifed, was faved almoft by a miracle. 
About eight the tide flackened, but the wind not 
abating, the bell bower cable by which alone we 
rode, parted at eleven. Our Iheet-anchor, which 
was the only one we had left, was inftantly cut 
from the bow; but before it could reach the 
bottom, we were driven from twenty-two into thirty-five fathom ; and after we had veered a- 
way one whole cable, and two thirds of another, 
we could not find ground with fixty fathom of 
line. This was a plain indication, that the an- 
chor lay near the edge of the bank, and could not 
hold us long. In this preffing danger, Mr Sau- 
marez, our firft Lietenant, who now commanded 
on board, ordered feveral guns to be fired, and 
lights to be fhown, as a fignal to the Commo- 
dore of our diftrefs ; and, in a fhort time after, 
it being then about one o’clock, and the night 
excefiively dark, aftrong gull attended with rain 
and lightning, drove us off the bank, and forced 
us out to fea, leaving behind us on the illand Mr Anfon, with many more of our officers, and a 
great part of our crew, amounting, in the whole. 
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to a hundred and thirteen pcrfons. Thus were 
we all, both at Tea and on {bore, reduced to the 
utmoft def^air by this cataftrophe; thofe on 
fhore conceiving they had no means left them e- 
ver to depart out of the ifland, whilft we on 
board, being utterly unprepared to ftruggle 
with the fury of the Teas and winds we were 
now expofed to, expetSfed each moment to be 
our laft. 

CHAT. III. 
Tranfactions at Tinian after the departure 

of the Centurion. 
TH E ftorm which drove the Centurion to 

fea, blew with too much turbulence to per- 
mit either the Commodore, or any of the people 
on thore, to hear the guns which the fired as Sig- 
nals of diftrefs ; and the frequent glare of the lightening had prevented the explofions from be- 
ing obferved : fo that when at day-break it was perceived from the {bore that the fhip was miffing, 
there was the utmoft confternation amongft them: 
for much the greateft part of them immediately concluded that ffie was loft, and intreated the 
Commodore that the boat might be fent round 
the ifland to look after the wreck; and thofe 
who believed her fafe, had fcarcely any expedla • 
tion that Are would ever be able to make the 
ifland again, fince the wind continued to blow 
ftrong at eaft, and they well knew how poorly 
ftie was manned and provided for ftruggling with 
fo tempeftuous a gale : in either of thefe views her fituation was indeed moft deplorable; for if 
the Centurion was loft, or ftould be incapable 
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of returning, there appeared no poffibiiity of 
their ever getting off the ifland, as they were at 
le-aft fix hundred leagues from Macao, which 
was their neareft port; and they were mafters of 
no other veffel than the fmall Spanifh bark of a- 
bout fifteen ton, feized at their arrival, which 
would not even hold a fourth part of their 
number. And the chance of their being taken 
off the iftand by the cafual arrival of any other 
fhip, was altogether defperate; as perhaps no ■European fhip had ever anchored here before, 
and it were madnefs to expedf that like incidents 
fhould fend another here in an hundred ages to 
come : fo that their defponding thoughts could 
only fuggeft to them the melancholy profpett of 
fpending the remainder of their days on this 
ifland, and bidding adieu for ever to their country, 
their friends, their families, and all their do- 
uneilic endearments. 

Nor was this the worft they had to fear: for 
they had reafon to apprehend, that the governor 
of Guam, when he fhould be informed of their icircumftances, might fend a force fufficient to 
over-power them, and to remove them to that 
lifland» and then the moft favourable treatment they could expe£t would be, to be detained pri- soners during life; fince, from the known poli- 
cy and cruelty of the Spaniards in their diftant 
fettlements, it was rather to be fuppofed that 
the:governor, if he once had them in his power would make their want of commifikms (all of 
them being on board the Centurion) a pretext 
for treating them as pyrates, and for depriving 
them of their lives with infamy. 

In the midft of thefe gloomy ref!e£lions, Mr 
Anfon, though he always kept up his ufual 
compofure and fleadinefs, had doubtlefs his fhare 

j of difquietuue. However, having foon project- 
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cd a fcheme for extricating himfelf and his men * 
from their prefent anxious fituation, he firft 
communicated it to fome of the moft intelligent i 
perfons about him ; and having fatisfied himfelf ’ 
that it was practicable, he then endeavoured to 
animate his people to a Heady and vigorous pro- 
fecution of it. With this view he reprefented 
to them, how little foundation there was for their 
apprehenfionsof the Centurion’s being loft : that 
he fhould have prefumed they had been all of them 
better acquainted with fea-affairs, than to give way 
to the impreffion of fo chimerical a fright: that he 
doubted not but, if they would ferioufly confi- 
der what fuch a (hip was capable of enduring,- j 
they would confefs there was not the leaft pro- 
bability of her having per-iftied : that he was. 
not without hopes that fire might return in a 
few days ; but, if {he did not, the worft tl>at 
could be imagined was, that {he was driven fo 
far to the leeward of the ifland that fhe could -| 
not regain it, and that {he would confequently 
be obliged to bear away for Macao on the coaft 
of China : that as it was neceflary to be prepared 
againft all events, he had in this cafe confidered 
of a method of carrying them off the ifland, and 
of joining their old fhip, the Centurion, again at 
Macao: that this method was, to hale the Spa- 
nifh bark on {bore, to faw her afunder, and to 
lengthen her twelve feet, which would enlarge 
her to near forty ton burden, and would enable 
her to carry them all to China : that he had con- 
fulted the carpenters, and they had agreed that 
this propofal was very feafible, and that nothing 
Was wanting to execute it but the united refolu- 
tion and induftry of the whole body : and having 
added, that for his own part, he would fliare 
fhe fatigue and labour with them, and would 
expett no more from any man than what he, the 
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Commodore himfelf, was ready to fubmit to, he 
concluded with reprefenting the importance of 
faving time ; urging that, in order to be the bet- 
ter fecured at all events, it was expedient to fet 
about the work immediately, and to take it for 
granted that the Centurion would not be able to 
put back (which was indeed the Commodore’s 
fecret opinion) fince, if flie did return, they 
fhould only throw away a few days application^ 
but if ihe did not, their fituation and the feafon 
of the year, required their utmoft difpatch. 

Thefe remonftrances, though not without ef- 
fe£t:, did not at firft operate fo powerfully as Mr 
Anfon could have wifhed : he indeed raifed their 
fpirits, by Ihowirtg them the poflibility of their 
getting away, of which they had before defpair- 
ed; but then from their confidence in this re- 
fource, they grew lefs apprehenfive of their fitu- 
ation, gave a greater fcope to their hopes, and 
flattered themfelves that the Centurion would be 
able to regain the ifland and prevent the execu- 
tion of the Commodore’s fcheme, which they 
could eafily forefee would be a work of confider- 
able labour . hence it was fome days before they 
were all of them heartily engaged in the project; 
but at laft being convinced of the impoflibility of 
the fhip*s return, they betook themfelves zea- 
loufly to the different talks allotted them, and 
were as induftrious and as eager as their com- mander could defire, pun£!ually aflembling by 
day-break at the rendezvous, whence they were 
diftributed to their different employments, which 
they followed with unufual vigour till night came 
on. 

And here I muff interrupt the courfe of this 
tranfa£fion, to relate an incident which for a 
fhort time gave Mr Anfon more concern than all 
the preceding difalters. A few days after the 
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ftiip was driven off, fome of the people on Biore 
cried out, /I fail! This fpread a general joy, eve- 
ry one fuppofing that it was the fhip returning ; but prefently a fecond fail was defcried, which' 
quite deftroyed their firft conje&ure, and made 
it difficult to guefs what they were. The Com- 
modore eagerly turned his glafs towards them* 
and faw-they were two boats ; on which it im- 
mediately occured to him, that the Centurion 
was gone to the bottom, and that thefe were her 
two boats coming back with the remains of her 
people; and this fudden and unexpe£l:ed fugge- 
Ition wrought on him fo powerfully, that to con- 
ceal his emotion, he was obliged (without fpeak- 
ing to any one) inftantly to retire to his tent, 
where he palled fome bitter moments, in the 
firm belief that the Blip was loft, and that nowall' 
his views of farther diltrefling the enemy, and of 
Bill fignalizing his expedition by fome important 
exploit, were at an end. 

However, he was foon relieved from thefe di- 
fturbing thoughts, by difeovering that the two 
boats in the offing were Indian proas; and per- ceiving that they made towards the Ihore, he di- 
re£ted every appearance that could give them 
any fufpiejon, to be removed, concealing his 
people in the adjacent thickets, ready to fecure 
the^Indians when they fhould land ; but after the 
proas had ftood in within a quarter of a mile of 
the beach, they fuddenly flopped fhort, and re- 
maining there motionlefs for near two hours, they 
then got under fail again, and fleered to the fouth- 
ward. Let us now return to the projedled en- 
largement of the bark. 

If we examine bow they were prepared for go- 
ing through with this undertaking, on which 
their fafety depended, we fhall find, that inde- 
pendent of other matters which were of as much 
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confequence, the lengthening of the bark alone 
was attended with great dilhculty. Indeed, in 
a proper place, where all the neceiTary materials 
and tools were to be had, the einoarrafl'ment 
would have been much lefs ; but fome of thefe 
tools were to be made, and many of the materi- 
als were wanting ; and it required no fmali de- 
gree of invention to fuppiy ail thefe deficiencies. 
And when the hull of the bark ihould be cqm- 
pleated, this was but one article^ and there were 
others of equal weight which were to be well 
confidered; thefe were the rigging it, the yi£tu- 
ailing it, and iallly, the navigating it, for the 
fpace of fix or {even hundred leagues, through 
Unknown feas,. where no one of the company 
had ever palled before; and in thefe particu- 
lars fuch obltacles occurred, that without the 
intervention of very extraordinary and unexpect- 
ed accidents, the poilibility of the. whole en- 
terprife would have fallen to the ground, and 
their utmofl indultry and efforts mult have been, 
fiuitlefs. Of all thefe circumltances.l fhaU make 
a ihort recitaL. It fortunately happened that the carpenters, 
both of the Gioucelter and of the 1 ryal, witn 
their^chells of tools, were on ihore when the 
{hip drove out to fea } the fmith too was on more, 
and had with him his forge and feverai of his 
tools, but unhappily his bellows had not. been brought from on board ; fo that he was incapable 
of working, and without his aliiltance they could 
not hope to. proceed with, their delig/L Their 
firft attention therefore was to make him a pair 
of bellows, but in this they were for fome time 
puzzled by their want of leather; however, as 
they had hides in lufficient plenty, and they had 
found a hogihead of lime, which the Indians or 
Spaniards had prepared for their own uie, the- 
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tanned a few hides with this lime; and though 
we may fuppofe the workinanfhip to be but in- 
different, yet the leather they thus procured an- 
fwered the intention tolerably well, and the bel- 
lows, to which a gun-barrel ferved for a pipe, * 
had no other inconvenience, than that of being 
fomewhat flrcng fcented from the imperfedtion 
•of the banner's work. 

Whilft the fmith was preparing the necefTary 
iron-work, others were employed m cutting do-vn 
trees, and fawing them into planks ; and this be-‘ 
ing the moft laborious talk, the Commodore 
wrought at it himfelf, for the encouragement of 
his people. But there being neither blocks nor cordage fufficient for tack'es to'haul thebark-en 
fhore, this occafioned a new difficulty; however, 
it was at length refolved to get her up on rollers, 
fince for theie, the body of the cocoa nut tree 
waS extrefnely well fitted, as its fmoothnefs and circular turn prevented much labour, and fuited 
it to the purpofe with very little workmanfhip. i A numbet of thefe trees were therefore felled, 
and the ends of them properly opened for the infertion of handfpikes; and in the mean time,, 
a dry dock was dug to receive the bark, and 
ways were laid from thence quite into the fea, 
to facilitate the bringing her up Neither were thefe'the whole of their occupations, fince, be- 
fides thofe who were thus bufied in preparing 
meafures towards the future enlargement of the 
bark, a party was conftantly ordered to kill and 
provide provifions for the reft. And though, 
in thefe various employments, fome of which demanded cohfiderable dexterity, it might have 
been expefted there would have been great con- 
fufion and delay, yet good order being once e- 
ftablifhed, and all hands engaged, their prepara- 
tions advanced apace. Indeed the common men 
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I prefume, were not the lefs traftable for their 
want of fpirituous liquors : for their being neither 
wine nor brandy on fhore, the juice of the cocoa- 
nut was their conftant drink ; and this, though 
extremely pleafant, was not at all intoxicating, 
but kept them very temperate and orderly. 

The main work now proceeding fuccefsfully, 
the officers began to confxder of all the articles 
which would be neceflary to the fitting out the 
bark for the fea. On this confuitation it was 
found, that the tents on ffiore, and the fpare 
cordage accidentally left there by the Centurion, 
together with the fails and rigging already be- 
longing to the bark, would ferve to rig her in- 
differently well when fhe was lengthened. And 
as they had tallow in plenty, they propofed to pay her bottom with a mixture of tallow and 
lime, which it was known was not ill adapted to 
that purpofe ; fo that with refpedt to her equip- 
ment, fhe would not have been very defe£tive.. 
There was, however, one exception, which 
would have proved extremely inconvenient, and 
that was her lize : for as they could not make her 
quite forty ton burden, fhe would have been in- 
capable of containing half the crew below the 
deck, and fhe would have been fb top-heavy, 
that if they were all at the fame time ordered 
upon deck, there would be no fnaall hazard of 
her overfetting; but this was a difficulty not to 
be removed, as they could not augment her be- 
yond the lize already propofed. After the man- 
ner of rigging and fitting up the bark was confix 
dered and regulated, the next eflential point' to. 
be thought on, was how to procure a fufficient 
ffock of provifions for their voyage; and here 
they were greatly at a lofs what expedient to have 

-recourfo to, as they had neither grain nor bread 
of any kipd on ftiore, their bread fruit, which 
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would not keep at fea, having all along fupplied 
its place ; and though they had live cattle enough,, 
yet they had no fait to cure beef for a fea ftore, 
nor would meat take fait in that climate. Indeed 
they had prelerved a fmalj quantity of jerked 
beef, which they found upon the place at their 
landing; but this was greatly.difproportioned to 
the run of near fix hundred leagues, which they, 
were to engage in, and to the number of hands 
they Ihould have on board. It was at laft how- 
ever refolved to put on board as many cocoa-nuts 
as they poffibly could, to prolong to the utmoft 
their jerked beef, by a very fparing dillribution 
of it, and to eudeavour to fupply their want of 
bread by rice; to furnifh themfeives with which 
it was propofed, when the bark was fitted up, 
to make an expedition to the iiland of Rota, 
where they were told that the Spaniards had 
large plantations of rice under the care of the 
Indian inhabitants; but as this lad meafure was 
to be executed by force, it became necefi'ary to 
examine what ammunition had been left on fliore,. 
and to preferve it carefully ; and on this enquiry 
they had the mortification to find, that their 
fire-locks would be of little fervice to them, fince 
all the powder that eomd be colle&ed by the 
ftridfeft fearch, did not amount to more than 
ninety charges, which was confiderabjy ihort of 
one a piece to each of the company, and was in- 
deed a very flender dock of ammunition for fuch 
as were to ate no grain or bread during a whole 
month, except what they were to procure by force 
of arms. 

But the mod alarming circumdance, and 
which, without the providential interpoiitiou of 
very improbable events, would have i cndered all 
their fchemes abortive, remains yet to be related. 
Ihe general idea of the fabric and equipment of 
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the vefl'el was fettled in a few days : and this 
being done, it was not difficult to frame fome 
eftimation of the time neceffary to compleat her. 
After this it was natural to expedt that the offi- 
cers would confider the courfe they were to fleer 
and the land they were to make. Thefe reflec- 
tions led them to the difheartening difcovery that there was neither compafs-nor quadrant on the 
ifland. Indeed the Commodore had Jbrought a 
pocket compafs on {bore for, his own ufe; but 
Lieutenant ikett had borrowed- it to determine 
the pofition of the neighbouring iflands, and he 
had been driven to fea in the Centurion with- 
out returning it. And a-s to a quadrant, that 
could not be expedled to be found on fhore, 
frneey as it was of no ufe at Idnd, there could be 
no reafon for bringing it from on board the fliip. 
There were now eight days elapfed fmee the de- 
parture of the Centurion, and yet they were not 
in any degree relieved from this terrible perplexi- 
ty ; at laft, in rummaging a cheft belonging to 
the Spaniflr bark, they difeovered a fmall com- 
pafs, which, though little better than the toys 
ufually made for the amufement of. fchool-boys, 
was to them an invaluable treafure. And a few 
day s after by a ftmilar piece of good fortune, they 
met with a,quadrant on the fea fhore, which had 
been thrown over-board amongfl other lumber be- 
longing to the dead. The quadrant was eagerly 
feized ; but, on examination, it unluckily want- 
ed vanes, and therefore, in its prefent flate, was 
altogether ufelefs •, however, fortune ftill conti- 
nuing in a favourable mood, it was not long be- 
fore a perfon, through curiofity, pulling out the 
drawer of an old table which had been driven on 
fhore, found therein fbme vanes, which fitted 
the quadrant very well; and it being thus com- 
pleated,- it was examined by the known latitude 
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of the place, and, upon trial, anfwered to a fuf- j 
ficient degree of exa&nefs. 

When now all thefe obftafles were, in fome 
degree, removed (which were always as much 
as poffible concealed from the vulgar, that they 
might not grow remifs with the apprehenfion of la- 
bouring to no purpofe) the bufmefs proceeded 
very fuccefsfully and vigoroully : the neceflary 
iron-work was in great forwardnefs, and the 
timbers and planks (which, though not the molt • 
exquifite performers of the fawyer’s art, were 
yet fufficient for the purpofe) were all prepared; 
lb that, on the bth of O&ober, being the 14th 
day from the departure of the Ihip, they hauled 
the bark on Ihore, and on the two fucceeding 
days fhe was fawn afunder, though with the 
caution not to cut her planks : and her two parts 
being feparated the proper diltances from each 
other, and the materials being all ready before 
hand, they the next day, being the 9th of O6I0- | 
ber, went on with no fmall difpatch in their pro- 
pofed enlargement of her ; whence, by this time, 
they had all their future operations fo fairly in 
view, and were fo much mafters of them, that 
they were able to determine wdien the whole 
would be finilhed, and had accordingly fixed the 
5th of November for the day of their putting to 
fea. But their projects and labours were now 
drawing to a fpeedier and happier conclufion; for 
on the 1 ith of Obtober, in the afternoon, one of 
the Glouceftex’s men, being upon a hill in the 
middle of the ifland, perceived the Centurion at 
a diflance, and running down with his utmoft fpeed towards the landing place, he, in the way, 
faw fome of his comrades, to whom he hallooed 
out with great extafy, The {hip, the Ihip! This 
being heard by Mr Gordon, a Lieutenant of ma- 
rines, who was; convinced by the fellow’s tranf- 
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port that his report was true, Mr Gordon di- re&ly haftened towards the place where the Com- 
modore and his people were at work, and being 
frefh and in breath, eafiljr out-ftripped the Glou- 
cefler’s man, and got before him to the Common 
dore, who, on hearing this pleafing and unex- 
peiRed news, threw down his ax, with which he 
was then at work, and by his joy broke through, 
for the firft time, the equable and unvaried cha- 
radfer which he had hitherto preferved ; whilft 
the others, who were prefent, inftantly ran down 
to the fea-fide in a kind of frenzy, eager to feaft 
themfelves with a fight they had fo ardently long- 
ed after, and of which they had now for a con- 
fiderable time defpaired. By five in the evening 
the Centurion was vifible in the offing to them 
all; and a boat being fent off with eighteen men 
to reinforce her, and with freffi meat and fruits 
for the refreffiment of her crew, fhe, the next 
afternoon, happily caff anchor in the road, where 
the Commodore immediately came on board her, 
and was received by us with the fincereft and 
heartieft acclamations: for, by the following fhort 
recital of the fears, the dangers and fatigues, we 
in the ffiip underwent, during our nineteen days 
abfence from Tinian, it may be eafily conceived, 
that a harbour, refreffiments, repofe, and- the 
joining of our commander and fhipmates, were 
not lefs pleafing to us, than our return was to 
them. 
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CHAP IV. 
Proceedings on board the Centurion when 

driven out to fea. 

TH E Centurion being nov/ once more fafely 
arrived at Tinian, to the mutual refpite of 

the'labours of our divided crew, it is high time 
the reader, after the relation already given of the proje£ts and employment of thofe left on fliore, ■Ihould be apprifed of the fatigues and diltrefles to 
which we, whom the Centurion carried off to 
fea, were expofed, during the long interval of 
nineteen days that- we were abfent from the 
ifland. 

It has been already mentioned, that it was the 
22d of September, about one o’clock, in an ex- j 
treme dark night, when, by the united violence j 
of a prodigious ftorm, and an exceeding rapid 
tide, we were driven from our anchors, and 
forced to fea. Our condition then was truly de- 
plorable ; we were in a leaky fhip, with three 
cables in our hawfes, to one of which hung our 
only remaining anchor : we had not a gun on 
board lathed, nor a port barred in; our throuds 
were loofe, and our top-malts unrigged, and we . 
had ftruck our fore and main yards clofe dowru 
before the hurricane came on ; fo that there were 
no la’ls we could fet, except our mizen. In this 
dreadful extremity we could mufter no more 
ftrength on board, to navigate the fhip, than an 
hundred and eight hands, feveral negroes and In- 
dians included. This was fcarcely the fourth part 
of our complement; and of thefe the greater 
number were either boys, or fuch as, being but 
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lately recovered from the fcurvy, had not vet ar- 
rived at half their former vigour. No foouer 
were we at fea, but, by the violence of the llorm, 
and the working of the fl»ip, we made a great 
quantity of water through our hawfeholes, ports, 
and fcuppers, which, added to the conftant ef- 
fect of our leak, rendered our pumps alone a 
fufficient employment for us all. But though we 
•knew that this leakage, by being a fhort time 
negle&ed, would inevitably end in our deftruc- 
tion ; yet we had other dangers then hanging 0- 
ver us, which occafioned this to be regarded as 
a fecondary confideration only. For we all ima- 
gined that we were driving dire&ly on the neigh- 
bouring ifland of Aguiguan, which was about 
two leagues diftant; and as we had lowered our 
main and fore-yards clofe down, we had no fails 
we could fet but the mizen, which was altogether 
•infufficient to carry us clear off this imminent 
•peril. Urged, therefore, by this preffing emer- 
gency, we immediately applied ourfelves to work, endeavouring, with the utmolt of our efforts, to 
heave up the main and fore-yards, in hopes that, if 
we could but be enabled to make ufe of our lower ■ canvafs, we might poffibly weather the illand, and 
thereby fave ourfelves from this impending fliip- 
wreck. But, after full three hours ineffeftua'l 
labour, the jeers broke, and the men being quite 
jaded, we were obliged, by mere debility, to de- 
fift, and quietly to expe£l our fate, which we 
then conceived to be unavoidable. For we foon 
efteemed ourfelves to be driven juft upos the 
fhore, and the night was fo extremely dark, that 
we expeeded to difeover the ill and no other wife than by ftriking upon it; fo that the belief of our 

' deftruddion, and the uncertainty of the point of 
lime when it would take place, occafioned Us to 
pafs feveral hours under the moft ferious appre- 
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henfions that each fucceeding moment would fend 
us to the bottom. Nor did thefe continued ter- 
rors, of inftantly ftriking and finking, end but 
with the day-break, when we, with great tranf- 
port, perceived, that the ifland we had thus 
dreaded was at a confiderable diftance, and that 
a ftrong northern current had been the caufe of 
our prefervation. 

The turbulent weather which forced us from 
Tinian, did not abate till three days after, and 
then we fwayed up the fore-yard, and began to 
heave up the main-yard; but the jeers broke a- 
gain, and killed one of our people, and prevent- 
ed us, at that time, from proceeding. The next 
day, being the 26th of September, was a day of 
moll fevere fatigue to us all -, for it muft be re- 
membered; that, in thefe exigencies, no rank or 
office exempted any perfon from the manual ap- 
plication and bodily labour of a common failot. 
The bufinefs of this day was no lefs than an en- 
deavour to heaYe up the Iheet-anchor, which we- 
had hitherto dragged at our bows with two ca- 
bles an end. This was a work of great impor- 
tance to our future prefervation. For, not to 
mention the impediment it would, be to our na- 
vigation, and hazard to our Ihip, if we attempted 
to make fail with the anchor .in ks prefent fitua- 
tion, we had this moft interelting confideration 
to animate us, that it was the only anchor we had 
left, and, without fecuring it, we fhould be un- 
der the utmoft difficulties and hazards whenever 
we fell in with the land again; and therefore, 
being all of us fully apprifed of the confequence 
of this enterprize, we laboured at it with the fe- 
vered application for full twelve hours, when we ■ 
had indeed made a confiderable progrefs, having 
brought the anchor in fight; but it growing dark, 
and we being exceffively fatigued, we were ob- 
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Hged to defift, and to leave our work unfinilhed 
til! the next morning, and then, refrelhed by the 
benefit of a night’s reft, we compleated it, and 
hung the anchor at our bow. 

It was the 27th of September, that is, five days 
after our departure, before we had thus fecured 
our anchor: however, we, the fame day, got up 
our main-yard ; fo that having now conquered, 
in fome degree, the diftrefs arid diforder'which- 
we were neceftarily involved in at our firft driving 
out to fea, and being enabled to make ufe of our 
canvafs, we fet our courfes, and, for the firft 
time, ftood to the eaftward, in hopes of regain- 
ing the ifland of Tinh ; , and joining our Com- 
modore in a few days,'fince, by our accounts, we were only torty-ieven leagues diftant to thq 
fouth-weft. Hence, on the firft day of 0£Ioberv having then run the diftance neceflary for ma- 
king the ifland, according to our reckoning, we 
were in full, expectation of feeing it; but here, 
we were unhappily difapgpinted, and were there- by convinced that a current had driven us con- 
fiderably to the weft ward. ‘ This difcovery threw 
us Into a. new perplexity; for as we could not 
judge how much we might hereby have deviated; 
and confequently. how long we might ftill expedl; 
to be at fea, we had great apprehenfions that 
our ftock of water would prove deficient, fince 
we were doubtful about the quantity we had on 
board, finding many of our oalks fo decayed as 
to be half leaked out. However, we were deli- vered from our uncertainty the next day, having 
then a fight of the ifland of Guam ; and hence 
we computed, that the currents had driven us 
forty,-four leagues to the weft ward of our accounts. Being now fatisfied of our fituation, by this fight 
of land, we kept plying to the eaftward, though 
with.exceflive labour ; for, the wind continuing 
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fixed in the eaftern board, we were obliged to 
tack often, and our crew was fo weak, that, 
without the afliftance of every man on board, it 
was not in our power to put the fhip about 
This fevere employment laded till the nth of October, being the nineteenth day from our de- 
parture; when, arriving in the offing of Tinian, 
we were reinforced from the fhore, as hath been 
already related; and, on the evening of the fame 
day, we, to our inexpreffible joy, came to an 
anchor in the road ; thereby procuring to bur 
fhipmates on fhore, as well as to ourfelves, a 
cdi'ution from the fatigues and apprehenfions 
which this difafttous incident had given rife 
to. 

CHAP. V. 
Employment at Tinian till the final depar- 

ture of the Centurion from thence; 
with a defeription of the Ladrones. 

WHEN the Commodore came on board the Centurion, after her return to Tinian, he 
refolved to ftay no longer at the ifland than was 
abfolutely necefiary to compleat our dock of wa- 
ter ; a work which we immediately fet ourfelves 
about. But the lofs of our long-boat, which was 
Uaved againft our poop, before we were driven 
out to fea, put us to great inconveniencies in 
getting our water on board ; for we were obli- 
ged to raft off all our calks, and the tide ran fo 
ffrong, that befides the frequent delays and dif- 
ficulties it occafioned, we more than once loft 
the whole raft. Nor was this our only misfor- 
tune ; for on the 14th of October, being but the 
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third day after our arrival, a fudden gull of 
wind brought home our anchor, forced us off 
the bank, and drove the fhip out to fea a fecond 
time. The Commodote, it is true, and the prin- 
cipal officers, were now on board; but we had 
near feventy men on fliore, who had been em- 
ployed in filling our water , and procuring pro- 
vifions Thefe had with them our two cutters : 
but as they were too many for the cutters to 
bring off at once, we fent the eighteen-oared 
barge to affift them and, at the fame time, made 
a fignal for all that could to embark. 1 he two- 
cutters foon came off to us full of men ; but 
forty of the company, who were bufied in killing 
cattle in the woods, and in bringing them down to the landing-place, remained behind; and 
though the eighteen-oared barge was left for 
their conveyance, yet, as the (hip foon drove to 
a coftfiderable diftance, it was not in their pow- 
er to join us However, as the weather was fa- 
vourable, and our crew was now ftronger than when we were firft driven out, we, in about five 
days time, returned again to an anchor at Tini- 
an, and relieved thofe we had left behind us- 
from their fecbnd fears of being deferted by their 
fliip. 

On our arrival we found, that the Spanifh 
bark, the old obje£t of their hopes, had under- 
gone a newmetamorphofis: for thofe on fliore, defpniring of our return, amLconceiving, that 
the lengthening the bark, as formerly propofed, 
was both a toilfome and unneceffary meafure, con- 
fidering the fmall number they confilted of, they 
had refolved to join her again, and reftbre 
her to her firft (late; and in this-'fcheme thev 
had made fome progrefs; for they had brought 
the two parts together, and would have footr 

0-3 



i78 A N S O N’s V O Y A G E Book III. 
compleated her, had not our coming back put a 
period to their labours and difquietudes. 

Thefe people we had left behind informed us, 
that, juft before we were feen in the offing, two. 
proas had flood in very near the fhore, and had; continued there for fome time ; but, on the ap- 
pearance of our fhip, they crowded away, and 
were prefently out of fight. And, on this oca- 
fion, 1 muft mention an incident, which, though. ; 
it happened during the fir-ft abfence of the fhip, 
was then omitted, to avoid interrupting the courfe. 
of the narration. 

It hath been already obferved, that a part of 
the detachment, fent to this ifland, under com- J 
mand of the Spanifh ferjeant, lay concealed in, i 
the woods : indeed we were the left folicitous to 
find than out, as our prifoners all allured us, 
that it was impoffible for them to get off, and 
confequentl.y, that it was impoffible for them tq 
fend any intelligence about us to Guam. Butf 
when the Centurjon drove out to fea, and left 
the Commodore on ffiore, he, one day, attend- 
ed by fome of his officers, endeavoured to make 
the tour of the ifland. In this expedition, being 
on a rifmg ground, they obferved in the valley 
beneath them, the appearance of a fmall thicket, 
which, byrattending to more nicely, they found 
bad a progreffive motion : this, at firft, furprif- 
ed them ; but they fpon perceived that it was no 
more than feveral large coco-bufhes,- which were 
dragged along the ground by perfons concealed 
beneath them. They immediately concluded 
that thefe were fome of the ferjeant’s party, which 
was indeed true; and therefore the Commodore 
and his people made after them, in hopes of 
tracing out their retreat. The Indians remark- 
ed that they were difeovered, hurried away with 
precipitation 5 but Mr Anfon was fo near them. 
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that he did not lofe fight of them till they arrived 
at their cell, which he aod his officers entering, 
found to be abandoned, there being a paflage 
from it, which-had been contrived fpr the con- 
yeniency of flight, and which led down a preci- 
pice. They here met with an, old firelock or 
two, but no other- arms. However, there was 
a great quantity of provifions, particularly faked 
fpar-ribs of pork, which were excellent; and, 
from what our people faw, they concluded, that 
the extraordinary appetite which they had ac- 
quired.at this ifland was not confined to. them- 
felves alone; for, it being about noon, the In-, 
dians laid out a very plentiful repaft, confider- 
ing their numbers, and had their bread-fruit 
and cocoa-nuts prepared ready for eating, in 
a manner too which plainly evinced, that -with 
them, a good meal was, neither an uncommon 
nor an unheaded article. The Commodore ha- ying, in vain, fearched after the path by which 
the Indians efcaped, he and his officers content-, 
ed themfelves with fitting down to dinner, which 
was thus luckily fitted to their prefent hunger 
after which they returned back, to, their old ha- 
bitation, difpleafed at miffing the Indians, as 
they hoped to have engaged them in our fervice, 
if they could have had any conference with them: 
I muft add, that, notwithftanding what our pri- 
foners- had aflerted, we were afterwards aflured that thefe Indians-were carried off to Guam, 
long before we left the place. B,ut to return to 
our hiftory. • 

On our coming to an anchor-again, after our fe- 
cond driving off to fea, we laboured indefatigably 
at getting in our water; and having, by the 20th 
of October, compleated it to fifty ton, which we 
fuppofed would be fufficient during our paffage to Macao, we, on the next day, fent one of each 
mefs on Ihore to gather as large a quantity of o- 
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ranges, lemons, coco nuts, and other fruits of 
the ifland, as they poffibly could, for the ufe of themfelves and their mefs-mates when at fea. 
And thefe purveyors returning on the evening of 
the fame day, we then fet fire to the bark and 
proa, hoifted in our boats, and got under fail, fleering away towards the fouth end of the jfiand 
of Formofa, and taking our leave for the third 
and laft time of the ifland of Tinian ; an ifland 
which, whether we confider the excellence of ■ 
its productions, the beauty of its appearance, 
the elegance of its woods and lawns, the heal- 
ti.inefs of its air, or the adventures it gave rife 
to, may, in all thefe view's, be juflly filled ro- 
mantic. 

And, now poflponing, for a fhort time, our 
run to Formofa, and thence to Canton, I {hall interrupt the narration with a defciption of that 
range of iflands, ufually called the Ladrones, , 
or Marian iflands, of which this of Tinian is 
one. 

Thefe iflands were difcovered bv Magellan, in j 
the year i ^2 ': and from the account given of the ! 

two he firft fell in with, it fhould feem that they 
were thofe of Saypan and Tinian: for they are defcribed as very beautiful iflands, and as lying between 1 9 and 16 degrees of noi th latitude Thefe j 
charadlerillics are particularly applicable to the 
two above-mentioned places; for the pleafing appearance of Tinian .hath occafioned the Spa- 
niards to give it the additional name of Buena- 
villa; and Saypan, which is in the latitude of 
1 q0 : 22' north, affords no contemptible profpcCl 
when feen at fea, as is fufficiently evident front- 
the view of its north weft fide, taken at three leagues diftance,. and exhibited in the XXXVIIth 
plate. 
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There are ufually reckoned twelve of thefe 

iflamls ; but it will appear, from the chart of the 
north part of the Pacific ocean, hereafter in- 
ferted, that, if the fmall iilets and rocks are count- 
ed, that their whole number will amount to above 
twenty. They were formerly molt of them well 
inhabited; and even not fixty years ago, the 
three principal iflands, Guam, Rota, and Ti- 
nian together, are afi'erted to have contained a- 
bove fifty thoufand people ; but, fince that time, 

j Tinian hath been entirely depopulated ; and no ^more than two or three hundred Indians have 1 been left at Rota, to cultivate rice for the iiland 
| of Guam ; fo that now Guam alone can pioper- 
i ly be laid to be inhabited. This iiland of Guam 
i is the only, fettlement of the Spaniards; here 
I they keep a governor and garrifon, and here the 
Manila Ihip generally touches for refrelhment 

j in her paflage from Acapulco to the Philippines. 
I It is elteemed to be about thirty leagues in cir- 
cumference, and contains, by the Spanilfi ac- 

| counts, near fojjr thoufand inhabitants, of which 
i a thoufand are luppofed to live in the city of t '. ^c I Ignatio de Agana, where the governor generally 
refides, and where the houfes are r<prefented 
as confiderable, being built with Itoie and tim- 
ber, and covered with tiles, a ver/ uncommon 
fabric for thefe warm climates anc1 favage coun ■ 
tries : befides this city, there are upon the iiland thirteen or fourteen villages. As Guam is a poll 
of fome confequence, on account of the refreth- 
ment it yields to the Manila Ihip, there are two 
caflles on the fea-lhore •, one is the caltle of St. 
Angelo, which lies near the road where the Ma- 
nila ihip ufually anchors, and is but an iufigni- 
ficant fortrcfs, mounting /only five guns, eight 
pounders ; the other is the caltle of St. Lewis, 

: which is N. £, from St Angelo, and four leagues 
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diftant, and is intended to protect a road where 
a fmall veflel anchors, which arrives here every 
other year from Manila. This fort moujits the 
fame number of guns as the former ; and, be- 
fides thefe forts, there is a battery of five pieces 
of cannon on an eminence near the fea-fhore. 
The Spanilh troops, employed at this ifland, 
confift of three companies of foot, betwixt forty 
and fifty men each; and, this is the principal 
ftrength the ,'governor has to depend on ; for he 
cannot rely on any affiftance from the Indian in*., 
habitants, being generally upon ill terms with 
them, and fo apprehenfive of themj that he has 
debarred them the ufe both of fire arms and' 
launces. 

The reft of thefe illands, though not inhabit- 
ed, do yet abound with many kinds of refrefti-' 
ment and provifion ; but there is no good har- 
bour or road amongft them all: all of that of Ti- 
nian we have treated largely already ; nor is the road of Guam much better; fince it is not un- 
common for the Manila {hip, though {he propofes ■'■"'•'fiay there but twenty-four hours, to be forced 

t'1 to lea, a-ad to leave her boat behind her. This is an incoivenience fo fenffbly felt by the com- 
merce at Manila, that it is always recommended 
to the governor at Guam to ufe his beft endea- 
vours for the difcovery of fome fecure port in. 
the neighbouring ocean. How induftrious he 
may be to comply with his inftrudlions, I know, 
not; but this is certain, that, notwithftanding- 
the many iflands already found out between the 
coaft of hlexico and the Philippines, there is- 
not any one fafe port to be met with in that 
whole track ; though, in other parts of the 
world, it is not uncommon for very fmall iflands 
£p furnilh maft excellent harbours. 
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From what has been faid it appears, that the 

Spaniards-, on the ifland of Guam, are extreme- 
ly few, compared to the Indian inhabitants ; 
and formerly the difproportion was lliil greater, 
as may be eafily conceived from the account gi- 
ven, in another chapter, of the numbers hereto- 
fore on Tinian alone. Thefe Indians are a bold, 
(Irong, well-limbed people; and as it fhould 
feem from fome of their practices, are no ways 
defe&ive in underftanding : for their flying proas 
in particular, which, during ages paft, have 
been the only veflels employed by them, are fo 
Angular and extraordinary an invention, that it 
would do honour to any nation, however dex- 
trous and acute ; fince, if we confider the apti- 
tude of this proa to the navigation of thefe 
iflands, which, lying all of them, nearly under 
the fame meridian, and within the limits of the 
trade-wind, require the veflels made ufe of in 
pading from one to the other to be peculiarly fit- 

" ted for failing with the wind upon the beam ; or, if we examine the uncommon fimplicity and 
ingenuity of its fabric and contrivance, or the 
extraordinary velocity with which it moves, we 
ifhall, in each of thefe articles, find it worthy 
of our admiration, and deferving a place amonglt 
the mechanical productions of the moft civilized 
nations, where arts and fciences have moll; emi- nently flourilhed. As former navigators, tho* 
they nave mentioned thefe vefiels, have yet treat- 
ed of them imperfectly, and as I conceive, that, 
befides their curiofity, they may furnilh both the 
fhip-wright and feaman with no contemptible 
obfervations; I lhall here infert a very exact de- 
fcription of the build, rigging, and working of 
thefe veflfels; which I am the better enabled to per- 
form, as one of them fell into our hands on our 
firft arrival at Tinian, and Mr Brett took it to 
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pieces, that he might delineate its fabric and di- 
menlions with greater accuracy ; fo that the fol- 
lowing account may be relied on. 

The name of flying proa, appropriated to thefe j 
vefiels, is owing to the fwiftnefs. with which 
they fail. Of this the Spaniards aflert fuch fto- 
ries, as mull appear altogether incredible to one ' 
who has never feen thefe veflels move : nor are 
they the only people who recount thefe extrarr- 
dinary tales of their celerity ; for thofe who (hall , 
have the curiofity to enquire at Portfmouth dock, ! 

about an experiment tried therefome years fince, 
with a very imperfe£l one built at that place, 
will meet with accounts not lefs wonderful than . 
any the Spaniards have related. However, from 
fome rude eftimations made by us, of the velo- 
city with which they crofled the horizon at a di- 
ftance, while we lay at Tinian, I cannot help 
believing, that, with a brilk trade-wind, they 
will run near twenty miles an hour: which, though greatly fhort of what the Spaniards re- 
port of them, is yet a prodigious degree of 
fwiftnefs. But let us give a dillimT idea of its 
figure. 

The conftru£lion of this proa is a diredl con- 
tradiction to the practice of all-the reft of man- 
kind. For as it is cuflomary to make the head 'j 
of the vcflel different from the ftern, but the I 
two fides alike ; the proa, on the contrary, has 
her head and ftern exactly alike, but her two 
fides very different: the fide intended to be al- 
ways the lee-fide, being flat, whilft the wind- 
ward-fide is built rounding, in the manner of 
other veffels; and, to prevent her overletting, 
which, from her fmail breadth, and the ftrait 
run of her leeward-fide, would, without this j 
precaution, infallibly happen, there is a frame 
laid out from her to windward, to the end of 
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which is fattened a log, fafliioned into the ttiape 
of a fmall boat, and made hollow: the weight 
of the frame is intended to balance the proa, 
and the fmall boat is by its buoyancy (as it is 
always in the water) to prevent her overfetting 
to windward; and this frame is ufually called 
an outrigger. The body of the proa (at leaft of 
that We took) is formed of two pieces joined 
end-ways, and fewed together with bark, for 
there is no iron ufed in her conftru£Hon ; (lie is 
about two inches thick at the bottom, which, 
at the gunwale, is reduced to lefs than one : the 
dimenfions of each part wi.! be better known 
from the uprights and views contained in the 
XXXVIIIth plate, which were drawn from an 
exa£l: menfuration ; thefe I fliall endeavour to 
explain as minutely and diftinftly as I can. 

Fig. 1. Reprefents the proa with her fails fet, 
as Are appears when feen from the leeward. 

Fig. 2. Is a view of her from the head, with 
the outrigger to the windward. 

Fig. 3. Is the plan of the whole ; wdiere (AB) 
is the lee-fide of the proa ; (CD) the wind-ward 
fide; (EFGH) the out rigger, or frame laid out 
to windward ; (KL) the boat at the end of it; 
(MNPQ^) two braces from the head and ftern 
to fteady the frame; (PiS) a thin plank placed to 
windward, to prevent the proa from {hipping of 
water; this ferves too for a feat to the Indian 
who bales, and fometimes goods are carried up- 
on it. (I) is the part of the middle outrigger, 
on which the matt is fixed: the matt itfelf is fup- 
ported Fig. 2. by the {bore (CD), and by the 
Ihroud (EF), and by two ftays, one of which 
may be feen in Fig. 1. marked (CD), the other 
is hid by the fail: the fail (EFG), in Fig. j. is of matting, and the matt, yard, boom, and out- 
riggers are all made of bamboo : the heel of the 
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yard is always lodged in one of the fockets (T) 
or (V) Fig. 3. according to the tack the proa 
goes on; and when {he alters her tack, they bear 
away a little, to bring her ftern up to the wind ; 
then, by eafing the halyard, and raifing the yard, 
and carrying the heel of it along the lee-fide of 
the proa, they fix it in the oppofite focket; whilfi: 
the boom, at the fame time, by letting fly the 
iheet (M), and haling the fheet (N) Fig. 1. fliifts 
into a contrary fituation to what it had before, 
and that which was the ftern of the proa now 
becomes the head, and {he is trimmed on the o- 
ther tack. Wheif it is neceflary to reef or furl 
the fail, this is done by rolling it round the boom. 
The proa generally carries fix or feven Indians ; 
two of which are placed in the head and ftern, 
who fleer the veftel alternately with a paddle, 
according to the tack {he goes on, he in the ftern 
being the fteerfman; the other Indians are em- 
ployed either in baling out the water which fhe 
accidentally {hips, or in fetting and trimming 
the fail. From the defeription of thefeveflels it 
is fufficiently obvious how dextroufly they are 
fitted for ranging this colle£tion of iflands called 
the Ladrones ; fince, as thefe iflands bear nearly 
N. and S. of each other, and are all within the 
limits of the trade-wind, the proas, by failing 
moft excellently on a wind, and with either end 
foremoft, can run from one of thefe iflands to 
the other, and back again, only by Ihifting the 
fail, without ever putting about; and by the 
flatnefs of their lee-fide, and their fmall breadth, 
they are capable of lying much nearer the wind 
than any other yeflel hitherto known, and there- 
by have an advantage which no veflels that go 
large can ever pretend-to; the advantage I mean 
is that of running with a velocity nearly as great 
and, perhaps, fometimes greater, than what the 
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wind blows with. This," however paradoxial it 
may appear, is evident enough in fimilar inftances 
on thore; lince it is well known that the fails of 
a windmill often move falter than the wind; and 
one great fuperiority of common windmills over 
all others, that ever were, or ever will be con- 
trived to move with an horizontal motion, is a- 
nalogous to the cafe we have mentioned of a 
veflel upon a wind, and before the wind; for 
the fails of an horizontal windmill, the fafte'r 
they move, the more they detract from the im- 
pulfe of the wind upon them ; w hereas the com 
mon windmills, by moving perpendicular to the 
torrent of air, are nearly as forcibly a£l:ed on by 
the wind when they are in motion, as when they 
are at reft. 

Thus much may fuffice as to the defcription 
and nature of thefe fingular. embarkations. I 
muft add, that veflels bearing fome obfcure re- 
femblance to thefe are to be met with in various 
parts of the Eaft-Indies, but none of them, that 
I can learn, to be compared with thofe of the 
Ladrones, either for their conftruftion or celeri- 
ty ; which fhould induce one to believe, that 
this was originally the invention of fome genius 
of thefe iflands, and was afterwards imperfe£Uy 
copied by the neighbouring nations. For though the Ladrones have no immediate intercourfe with 
any other people, yet there ly to the S. and S. W. 
of them a great number of iflands, which are ima- 
gined toextendtothe coaftof New Guinea. Thefe iflands are fo near the Ladrones, that canoes from 
them have fometimes, by diftrefs, been driven 
to Guam ; and the Spaniards did once difpatch a 
bark for their difcovery, which left two Jefuits 
amongft them, who were afterwards murdered ; 
udience it may be prefumed, that the inhabitants of the Ladrones, with their proas, may by 



188 A SON’s VOYAGE Book III. 
ftorms or cafualties have been driven amongft 
thofe iflands. Indeed I fhould conceive., that 
the fame range of iflands ftretches to the S. E. ns well as the S. W. and to a prodigious diftance ; 
For Schouten, who traverfed the foutlj part 
'of the Pacific ocean in the year 1615, met 
with a large double canod*, full of people, above 
a thoufand leagues from the Ladrones towards 
the S. E. If that double canoe was any diftant 
imitation of the flying proa, which is no very 
improbable conjecture, it muft then he fuppofed 
that a range of iflands, near enough to each o- 
ther to be capable of an accidental communica- 
tion, is continued thither from the Ladrones. 
This feems to be further evinced from hence, 
that all thofe who have crofled from America to 
the Eall-Indies, in a fouthern latitude, have ne- 
ver failed of difcovering feveral fmall iflands fcat- 
tered over that immenfe ocean’. 

And as there may be hence fome reafon to 
conclude, that there is a chain of iflands fpread- 
ing themfelves fouthward, towards the unknown 
boundaries of the Pacific ocean, of which the 
Ladrones are only a part; fo it appears from the 
Spanifti chart hereafter inferted, that the /ame 
chain is extended from the northward of the 
Ladrones to Japan: whence, in this light, the 
Ladrones will be only one fmall portion of a range 
of iflands reaching from Japan, perhaps to the unknown fouthern continent. After this fliort 
account of thefe places, I fliall now return to 
the profecution of our wyage. 
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CHAP. VI. 
From Tinian to Macao. 

ON the 21 ft of October, in the evening, we 
took our leave of the ifland of Tinian, fteer- 

ing the proper courfe for Macao in China. The 
eaftern monfoon was now, we reckoned, fairly 
fettled: and we had a conftant gale blowing right 
a-ltern ; fo that we generally ran from forty to 
fifty leagues a day: but we had a large hollow 
lea purfuing us, which occaTroned the Ihip to la 
boar much; whence our leak was augmented, 
and we received great damage in our rigging, which by this time was grown very rotten: how- 
ever, our people,were now happily in full health-; 
fo that there were no complaints of fatigue, but 
all went through their attendance on the pumps and every other duty of the Ihip, with eafe and 
chearfulnefs. 

Before we left Tinian, we fwept for our beft 
and fmall-bower, and employed the Indians to 
dive in lb arch of them ; but all to ho purpofe; 
hence, except our; prize anchors, which were 
ftowed in the hold, and were too light to be de- pended on, we had on y our ftieet anchor left : 
and that being obvioufly .much too heavy for a coafting anchor, we were under great concern 
how we Ihculd manage p.n the coaft of China, 
where we were entire ftrangers, . and where w-e 
fiiould, doiibtlefs, be frequently under the necef- 
fity of coming to an-anchor. But we, .at length, removed, the difiicultyr by. fixing two of^ur Ltr- 
geft prize anchors into pne ftoek, and,placing 
between their flianks two guns, four pounders! 

R 3 
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this we intended to ferve as a beft bower ; and 
a third prize anchor being, in like manner, join- 
ed to our ftream anchor, with guns between 
them, made us a fmall bower: fo that, befides 
our (beet anchor, we had again two others at 
our bows, one of which weighed 3,900, and the 
other 2,900 pounds. 

The 3d of November, about three in the af- ' 
ternoon, we faw an ifland, which, at firft, we 
imagined to be Botel Tobago Xima : but, on our 
nearer approach, we found it to be much fmall- 
er than that is ufually reprefented ; and about an 
hour after, we faw another ifland, five or fix miles 
farther to the weftward. As no chart or journal 
we had feen took notice of any ifland to the ealt- 
ward of Formofa, but Botel Tobago Xima, and 
as we had no obfervation of our latitude at noon, 
we were in fome perplexity, apprehending that 
an extraordinary current had driven us into the neighbourhood of the Bafhee iflands : we there- 
fore, when night came on, brought to, and con- 
tinued in that pofture till the next morning, 
which proving dark and cloudy for fome time 
prolonged our uncertainty ; but it clearing up a- 
bout nine o’clock, we again difcerned the two 
iflands above-mentioned; and having now the 
day before us, we prefied forwards to the weft- 
ward, and, by eleven, got fight of the fouthren part of the ifland of Formofa. This fatisfied us 
that the fecond ifland we faw was Botel Tobago 
Xima, and the firft a fmall iflet or rock lying five 
or fix miles due eaft of it, which not being men- 
tioned in any of our books or charts, had been 
the occafion of all our doubts. When we had made the ifland of Formofa, we 
fteerd W. by S. in order to double its extremity, 
and kept a good look out for the rocks ofVele 
Rete, which we did not difcovcr till two in the 
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afternon. They then bore from us W. N. W. 
three miles diftant, the fouth end of Fonnofa at 
the fame time bearing N. by W. W.£, about £vc 
leagues diftant. To give thefe rocks a good birth, 
we immediately haled up S. by W. and fo left them between us and the land. Indeed we had 
reafon to be careful of them; for though they 
appeared as high out of the water as a fhip’s 
hull, yet they are invironed with breakers on all 
fides, and there is a fhoal ftretching from them 
at leaft a mile and a half to the fouthward, 
whence they may be truly called dangerous. 
The courfe from Botel Tobago Xima to thefe 
rocks, is S. W. by W. and the diftance about 
twelve or thirteen leagues ; and the fouth end of 
Formofa, of which they lie, is in the latitude of 
2i°: 50' north, and, according to our moft ap- proved reckoning, in 230 : 50' weft longitude 
from Tinian, though fome of our accounts made 
its longitude above a degree more. 

While we were palling by thefe rocks of Vele 
Rete, there was an outcry of fire on the fore- 
caftle ; this occafioned a general alarm, and the 
whole crew inftantly flocked together in the ut- 
moft confufion; fo that the officers found it dif- 
ficult, for fome time, to appeafe the uproar: 
but having at laft reduced the people to order, it 
was perceived, that the fire proceeded from the furnace, where the bricks being overheated, had 
begun to cpmmunicate the fire to the adjacent wood-work ; hence, by pulling down the brick- 
work, it was extinguilhed with great facility. 
In the evening we were furprized with a view 
of what we at firft fight conceived to have been 
breakers, but on a ftri£ter examination, we dif- 
cerned them to be only a number of fires on the 
ifland of Formofa. Thefe. we imagined were 
intended by the inhabitants of that ifland as fig- 
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nals to invite us to touch there; but that fuited not our views, we being impatient to reach the 
port of Macao as foon as poffible. From For- 
mofa we fleered W. N. W. and fometirnes {till 
more northerly, propofing to fall in with the coaft 
of China, to the eaitward of Pedro Blanco; as the 
rock fo called is ufually elleemed an excellent di- 
redlion for {hips bound to Macao. We conti- 
nued this courfe till the following night, and then ' 
frequently brought to, to try if we were in found- 
ings : but it was the 5th of November, at nine 
in the morniftg, before we ftruck ground, and then 
we had forty-two fathom, and a bottom of grey 
fand mixed with {hells. When we had run a- • 
bout twenty miles farther W. N. W. we had 
thirty-five fathom, and the fame bottom ; then 
our foundings gradually decreafed from thirty- 
five to twenty-five fathom ; but foon after, to 
our great fur'prife, they jumped back again to 
thirty fathom. This was an alteration we \ 
could not very well account for, fince all the I 
charts laid down regular foundings-every where i 
to the northward of Pedro Blanco: we, for this 
reafon, kept a very careful look-out, and alter- 
ed our courfe to N. N. W. and having run 
thirty-five miles in that direftion, our foundings 
again gradually diminifhed to twenty-two fa- 
thom, and' we, at laft, about midnight, got 
fight of the main land of China, bearing-N by 
W. four leagues diftant. We then brought the 
{hip to, with her head to the fea, propofing to 
wait for the morning ; and, before fun-rife, we 
were furprifed to find ourfelves in the midft of 
an incredible number of fifhing-boats, which 
feemed to cover the furface of the fea as far as i 
the eye could reach. Lmay well {tile their num- 
ber incredible, fince I cannot believe, upon the 
loweft eflimate, that there were fo few as fix 

* 
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thoufand, moft of them manned with five hands, 
and none of thofe we fawr with lefs than three. 
Nor was this fwarm of flfiiing-veflels peculiar 
to that fpot; for, as we ran to the weftward, 
we found them as abundant on every part of the 
coait. We at firft doubted not but we ftiould 
procure a pilpt from them to carry us to Macao j 
but though many of them came clofe to the fhip, 
and we endeavoured to tempt them, by Ihowing 
them a number of dollars, a molt alluring bait 
for Chinefe of all ranks and piofeffions, yet we 
could not entice them on board us, nor procure 
any dire&ions from them, though I prefume the 
only difficulty was theii not comprehending what 
we wanted them to do, as we could have no 
communication with them but by figns. In- 
deed we often pronounced the word Macao ; but 
this we had reafon to fuppofe they underftood in 
a different fenfe, fince in return they fometimes 
held up fifh to us ; and we afterwards learned, 
that the Chinefe name for fifli is of a fomewhat 
fimilar found. But what furprifed us moft, was 
the inattention and want of curiofity which we 
obferved in this herd of filhermen- A {hip like 
ours had, doubtlefs, never been 'in thofe feas 
before : perhaps there might not be one, amongil 
all the Chinefe employed in that fifhery, who had 
ever feen any European vdTel •, fo th»t we might reafonably have expetted to have been co'nfidered 
by them as a very uncommon and extraordinary objedt. But though many of their boats came 
clofe to the fhip, yet they did not appear to-be 
at ail interefted about us, nor did they deviate 
in the leaft from their courfe to regard us; 
which infenfibility, efpecially of maritime per- 
fons, in a matter relating to their own profef- 
fion, is fcarcely to be credited, did not the ge- 
neral behaviour of the Chinefe, .in other in- 
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fiances, furnifh us with continual proofs of a fi- milar turn of mind. It may perhaps be doubted, 
whether this caft of temper be the effe£l of na- 
ture or education ; but, in either cafe, it is an 
inconteftible fymptom of a mean and contempt- 
able difpofition, and is alone a fufficient confu- 
tation of the extravagant praifes which many 
prejudifed writers have bellowed on the ingenui- 
ty and capacity of this nation. But to return. . 

Not being able to procure any information 
from the Chinefe filhermen about our proper 
courfe to Macao, it was neceflary for us to rely 
entirely on our own judgment: and concluding 
from our latitude, which was 22°; 42'north, 
and from our foundings, which were only feven- 
teen or eighteen fathoms, that we were yet to 
the eaflward of Pedro Blanco, we Hill flood on 
to the weflward. And for the affiflance of fu- 
ture navigators, who may hereafter doubt what 
part of the coall they are upon, I mull obferve, 
that, befides the latitude of Pedro Blanco, 
which is 229 18', and the depth of the water, 
which to the weltward of that rock is almoll 
every where twenty fathoms, there is another 
circumftance which will be greatly aflillant in 
judging of the pofition of the Ihip ; this is the 
kind of ground ; for, till we came within thir- 
ty miles of Pedro Blanco, we had conllantly a 
fandy bottom, but there the bottom changed 
to foft and muddy, and continued fo quite to the 
ifland of Macao •, only while we were in fight of 
Pedro Blanco, and very near it, we had, for a 
fhort fpace, a bottom of greenifh mud inter- 
mixed with fand. 

It was on the jth of November, at midnight, 
when we firft made the coall of China : the next 
day, about two o’clock, as we were flanding to 
the weflward, within two leagues of the coall. 
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ftill furrounded by fifhing-veflels in as great 
numbers as at firft, we perceived that a boat 
a-head of us waved a red flag, and blew a horn. 
This we confidered as a fignal made to us, ei- 
ther to warn us of fome flioal, or to inform us 
that they would fupply us with a pilot; we 
therefore immediately fent our cutter to the boat 
to know their intentions ; when we were foon 
convinced of our miftake, and found that this 
boat was the commodore of the whole filhery, 
and that the fignal fhe had made, was to order 
them all to leave off filhing, and to return them 
in ihore, which we faw them inftantly obey. 
Being thus difappointed, we kept on our courfe, 
and fhortly after pafled by two very fmall rocks, 
which lay four or five miles diftant from the 
fhore. We were now in hourly expe&ation of defcrying Pedro Blanco ; but night came on be- 
fore we got fight of it, and we therefore brought 
to till the morning, when we had the fatisfac- 
tion to difcover it. Pedro Blanco is a rock of a 
fmall circumference, but of a moderate height, 
refembling a fugar-loaf both in fhape and co- 
lour, and is about feven or eight miles diftant 
from the fhore. We pafied within a mile and a 
half of it, and left it between us and the land* 
(till keeping on to the weftward ; and the next 
day, being the 7th, we were a-breaft of a chain of iflands which ftretched from eaft to weft. Tbefe, as we afterwards found, were called the 
iflands of Lema ; they are rocky and barren, 
and are in all, fmall and great,-fifteen or fix- 
teen *, but there are befides many more between 
them and the main land of China. There is, in 
the XXXIXth plate, a view of thefe iilands, 
and likewife a view of an ifland lying off Macao, 
called the Grand Ladrone, hereafter mentioned, 
as it appears when (R,) the weftermoft of the 
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rocks of Lema, bears W. N. W. at the diftance 
of a mile and a half. We left thefe iflands on 
the llarboard fide, palling within four miles of 
thetn, where we had twenty-four fathom water. 
Being ftill furrounded by fifhing-boats, we once 
more fent the cutter on board fome of them, to 
endeavour to procure a pilot, but we could not 
prevail; however, one of the Chinefe directed 
us By figns’ to fail round the weftermoll of the 
Blands or rocks of Lema, and then to hale up. 
We followed this diredtion, and in the evening 
came to an anchor in eighteen fathom ; at which 
time the rock (R,) in the foregoing draught, 
bore S. S- E. five miles diftant, and the Grand 
Ladrone W. by S. about two leagues diftant. 
The rock (R)lis a moft excellent direction for 
ihips coming from the eaftward : its latitude is 
21^ : 52' north, and it bears from Pedro Bianco 
S. 64° W. diftant twenty-one leagues. You are 
to leave it on the ftarboard fide, and you may 
come within half a mile of it in eighteen fathom 
water; and then you mult fteer N. by W. ^ W. 
for the channel, between the illands of Cabouce 
and Bamboo, which are to the northward of the 
Grand Ladrone. 

After having continued at anchor all night, 
we* on the 9th, at four in the morning, fent 
our cutter to found the channel, where we pro- 
pofed to pafs1, but before the return of the cut- 
ter, a Chinefe pilot put on board the Centurion, 
and told us, in broken Portuguefe, he would car- 
ry the.fliip to Macao for thirty dollars : thefe 
were immediately paid him, and we then weigh- 
ed and made fail. Soon after, feveral other pi- lots came on board, who, to recommend thern- 
felves, produced certificates from the captains 
cf many European Ihips they bad piloted in* but 
we ftill continued under the management of the 
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Chinefe whom vre at firft engaged. By this 
time we learned, that we were not far diitant 
from Macao, and that there were in the river of 
Canton, at the mouth of which Macao lies, ele-* 
ven European (hips, of which four were Eng* 
lifh. Our pilot carried us between the iflands 
of Bamboo and Cabouce; but the winds hang- 
ing in the northern board, and the tides often 
fetting ftrongly againft us, we were obliged to 
come frequently to an anchor; fo that we did 
not get through between the two iflands till the 
12th of November, at two in the morning. In 
paflxng through, our depth of water was from 
twelve to fourteen fathom; and as we (leered 
on N. by W. \ W. between a number of, other 
iflands, our foundings underwent little or no variation till towards the evening, when they in- 
creafed to feventeen fathom ; in which depth, 
the wind dying away, we anchored not far from 
the ifland of Lantoon, the larged of all this range 
of iflands. At feven in the morning we weighed again, and (leering W. S. W. and S. W. by W. 
we, at ten o’clock, happily anchored in Macao road, in five fathom water, the city of Macao bear- 
ing W. by N. three leagues didant^ the peak of 
Lantoon E. by N. and the Grand Ladrone S. by E. 
each of them about five leagues didant. Thus, 
after a fatiguing cruize, of above two years con- 
tinuance, we once more arrived at an amicable 
port and civilized country, where the convc- 
niencies of life were in great plenty; where the 
naval dores, which we now extremely wanted, -could be in fome degree procured-, where we 
expected the inexprelfible fatisfadlion of receiv- 
ing letters from our relations and friends; and 
where our countrymen, who were lately arrived 
from England, would be capable of anfwering 
the numerous inquiries we were prepared to 
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make, both about public and private occurren- 
ces, and to relate to us many particulars, which, ■whether of importance or not, would be lillen- 
ed to by us with the utmoft attention, after the 
long fufpenfion of our correfpondence with our 
country, to which the nature of our undertak- 
ing had hitherto fubje&ed us. 

CHAP. VII. 
•Proceedings at Macao. 

T HE city of Macao, in the road of which 
we came to an anchor on the 12th of No- 

vember, is a Portuguefe fettlement, Jituated in 
an ifland at the entrance of the river of Canton. 
It was formerly very rich and populous, and ca- 
pable of defending itfelf againft the power of 
the adjacent Chinefe governors; but at prefent 
it is much fallen from its ancient fplendor; for though it is inhabited by Portuguefe, and hath a 
governor nominated by the King of Portugal, 
yet it fubfifts merely by the fufferance of the 
Chinefe, who can ftarve the place, and difpof- 
fefs the Portuguefe whenever they pleafe. This 
obliges the governor of Macao to behave with 
great circumfpe&ion, and carefully to avoid eve- 
ry circumftance that may give offence to the Chi- 
nefe. The river of Canton, off the mouth of which this city lies, is the only Chinefe port fre- 
quented by European {hips, and is on many ac- 
counts a more commodious harbour than Ma- 
cao : but the peculiar cuftoms of the Chinefe, 
folely adapted to the entertainment of trading {hips, and the apprehenfions of the Commodore, 
left he ftiould embroil the Eaft India company 
with the regency of Canton, if he fhould infift 
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on being treated upon a different footing than 
the merchantmen, made him refolve rather to 
goto Macao, than to venture into the river of 
Canton. Indeed, had not this reafon prevailed 
with him,, he himfelf had nothing to fear: for 
it is certain that he might have entered the 
port of Canton, and might have continued there 
as long as he pleafed, and afterwards have left 
it again, although the whole power of the Chi- 
nefe empire had been brought together to oppofe 
him. 

The Commodore, not to depart from his ufual 
prudence, no fooner came to an anchor in Macao 
road, than he difpatched an officer with his com- 
pliments to the Portuguefe governor at Macao, 
requefting his excellency, by the fame officer, 
to advife him in what manner it would be pro- 
per to aft, to avoid offending the Chinefe, which, 
as there were then four of our (hips in their 
power at Canton, was a matter worthy of at- 
tention. The difficulty which the Commodore 
principally apprehended, related to the duty ufually ,paid by {hips in the river of Canton, ac- 
cording to their tonnage. For, as men of war 
are exempted in every foreign harbour from all 
manner of port-charges, the Commodore thought 
it would be derogatory to the.honour of his coun- 
try to fubmit to this duty in China : and there- 
fore he defired the advice of the governor of Macao, who, being an European, could not be 
ignorant of the privileges claimed by a Britifla 
man of war, and confequently might be expeft- 
ed to give us the beft lights for obyiating this perplexity. Our boat returned in the evening, 
with two officers fent by the governor, who in- 
formed the Commodore, that it was the gover- 
nor’s opinion, that, if the Centurion ventured 
into the river of Canton, the duty would cer- 
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tainly be expe&ed ; and therefore, if the Com- 
modore approved, of it, he would fend him a 
pilot, who fhould condudl; us into another fafe 
harbour called the Typa, which was every way 
commodious for careening the fhip (an opera- 
tion we’were refolved to begin upon as foon as 
poffible) and where, in all probability, the above- ' 
mentioned duty would never be demanded. 

This propofal the Commodore agreed to, and 
in the morning weighed anchor, under the di- 
re&ion of the Portuguefe pilot, and fleered for 
the intended harbour. As we entered between 
two illands, which form the eaflern pafi’age to 
ir, we found our foundings decreafed to three 
fathoms and a half: however, the pilot affuring us that this was the lead depth we fhould meet with, we Continued our courfe, till at length the 
fhip (tuck faft in the mud, with only eighteen 
foot water abaft; and the tide of ebb making, 
the water fewed to fixteen feet; but the fhip re- 
mained perfectly upright; we then founded all 
around us, and difcpvering that the water deep- 
ened to the northward, we carried out our fmall.*". 
bower with two hawfers an endiancj at the re- 
turn of the tide of flood, hove the fhip a-float; 
and, a breeze fpringing up at the fame inftant, 
we fet the fore-top fail, and flipping the hawfer, 
ran into the harbour, where we moored in about 
five fathom water. This harbour of the Typa 
is formed by a number of iflands, and is about 
f/x miles diftant from Macao. Here we fainted 
the caftle of Macao with eleven guns, which 
were returned by an equal number. 

The next day the Commodore paid a vifit in 
perfon to the governor, and was faluted at his 
landing by eleven guns, which were returned by 
the Centurion. Mr Anfon’s bufinefs, in this vi- 
fit, was to folicit the governor to grant us a fup* 
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ply both of provifions, and of fuch naval ftores 
as were neceffary to refit the fhip. The gover- 
nor feemed really inclined to do us all the fervice 
he could ; and afiured the Commodore,, in a 
friendly manner, that he would privately give us 
all the afiiftance in his power; but he at the fame 
time frankly owned, that he dared not openly to 
furniih us with any thing we demanded, unlefs 
u^e firft produced an order for it from the vice- 
roy of Canton ; fince he himfelf neither received 
provifions for his garrifon, nor any other necef- 
faries, but by permifllon from the Chinefe govern- 
ment ; and as they took care only to victual him 
from day to day, he was indeed no other than 
their valTal, whom they could at all times com- 
pel to fubmit to their own terms,, by laying an em- 
bargo on his provifions. 

On this declaration of the governor, Mr An- 
fon refolved himfelf to go to Canton, to procure 
a licence from the viceroy; and he accordingly 
hired a Chinefe boat for himfelf and his attend- 
ants ; but juft as he was ready to embark, the Hoppo, or Chinefe cuftom-houfe officer of Ma- 
cao, refufed to grant a permit to the boat, 
and ordered the watermen not to proceed at 
their petil. The Commodore at firft endea- 
voured to prevail with the Hoppo- to with- 
draw his injun&ion, and to grant a permit;, 
and the governor of Macao employed his in- 
tereft with the Hoppo to the fame purpofe. 
But the officer continuing inflexible, Mr Anfon 
told him, the next day, that, if the permit was 
any longer refufed, he would man and arm the Centurion’s boats;. alking the Hoppo,. at the 
fame time, who he imagined would dare to op- 
pofe them in thdr palTage ? This threat immedi- 
ately brought about what his intreaties had enw 
deavoured at in vain : the permit was granted,. 
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and Mr Anfon went to Canton. On his arrival 
there, he confulted with the fnpercargoes and 
officers of the Engliffi fliips, how to procure an 
order from the viceroy for the neceffaries he 
wanted ; hut in this he had reafon to fuppofe, 

'that the advice they gave him, though well in- 
tended, was yet not the moft prudent: for as it 
is the cuftom with thefe gentlemen never to ap- 
ply to the fupreme magiftrate himfelf, whatever 
difficulties they labour under, but to tranfaft all 
matters relating to the government by the media- 
tion of the principal Chinefe merchants, Mr An- 
fon was perfuaded to follow the fame method 
upon this occafion, the Engliffi promifing, in 
which they were doubtlefs fmcere, to exert all 
their intereft to engage the merchants in his fa- 
vour. Indeed, when the Chinefe merchants were 
fpoke to, they readily undertook the management 
of this bufinefs, and promifed to anfwer for its 
fuccefs; but, after near a month’s delay, and re- 
iterated excufes, during which interval they pre- 
tended to be often upon the point of compleating- 
it, they at laft, when they were preffed, and- 
meafures were taken for delivering a letter to the 
Viceroy, threw off the mafk,- and declared they 
neither had made application to the Viceroy, nor 
could they, as he was too great a man, they faid, 
for them to approach on any occafion : and, not 
contented with having themfelves thus grofly de- 
ceived the Commodore, they now ufed all their 
perfuafion with the Engliffi at Canton, to prevent 
them from intermeddling with any thing that re- 
garded him ; reprefenting to them, that it would, 
in all probability, embroil them with the govern- 
ment, and occafion them a great deal of unne- 
ceffary trouble; which groundlefs infi'nuations 
had unluckily hut too much weight with thofe 
they were intended to influence. 

It may be difficult to affign a reafon for this 
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perfidious conduft of the Chinefe merchants. 
Intereft, indeed, is known to exert a boundlefs 
influence over the inhabitants of that empire ; 
but how their intereft could be affe&ed in the 
prefent cafe, is not eafy to difcover; unlefs they 
apprehended, that the prefence of a ftiip of force 
might damp their Manila trade, and therefore 
afted in this manner with a view of forcing the 
Commodore to Batavia ; though it might be as 
natural in this light, to fuppofe, that they would 
have been eager to have got him difpatched. I 
therefore rather impute their behaviour to the 
unparallelled pufilanimity of the nation, and to 
the awe they are under of the government; fince 
fueh a fhip as the Centurion, fitted for war only, 
having never been feen in thofe parts before, fhe 
was the horror of thefe daftards, and the mer- 
chants were, in feme degree, terrified even with 
the idea of her, and could not think of applying 
to the viceroy, who is doubtlefs fond of all op- 
portunities of fleecing them, without reprefent- 
ing to themfelves the occafions which a hungry 
and tyrannical magiftrate might poffibly- find for 
eenfuring their intermeddling with fo unufual a 
tranfaftion, in which he might pretend the in- 
tereft of the ftate was immediately concerned; However, be this as it may, the Commodore was 
fatisfied that nothing was to be done by the inters 
pofition of the merchants, as it was on his pref- 
fmg them to deliver a letter to the viceroy, that 
they had declared they durft not interfere in the 
affair; and had confefled, that, notwithftanding 
all their pretences of ferving him, they had not 
yet taken one ftep towards it. Mr Anfon there- 
fore told them, that he would proceed to Batavia, and refit his ftiip there ; but informed them, at 
the fame time, that this was impoflible to be 
done, unlefs he was fupplied with a ftockofpro- 
vifions fuIEcient for his paftage. The merchants, 
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oh this, undertook to procure him provifions, 
though they aflured him, that it was what they durfl not engage in openly, but they propofed to 
manage it in a clandeftine manner, by putting a 
quantity of bread, flour, and other provifions, on 
board the E.rglifh fiiips, which were now ready 
to fail; and thefe were to flop at the mouth of the Typa, where the Centurion’s boats were ter 
receive it. This article, which the merchants 
reprefented as a matter of great favour, being 
fettled, the Commodore on the 16th of Decem- 
ber, came back.from Canton to the flop, feem- 
ingly refolved to proceed to Batavia to refit, as 
foon as he fhould get his fupplies of provifions- 
on board. But Mr Anfon (who never intended going to 
Batavia) found, on his return to the Centurion, 
that her main maft was fprung in two places, and 
that the leak was confiderably increafed; fo that 
upon the whole, he was fully fatisfied, that 
though he fhould lay in a fufneient ftock of pro- 
vifions, yet it would be impoffible for him to put 
to fea without refitting: fince, if he left thg 
port with his Chip in her prefent condition, fire 
would be in the utmoft danger of foundering-j 
and therefore, notwithflanding the difficulties 
he had met with, he refolved, at all events, to 
have her hove down, before he departed from 
Macao. He was fully convinced, by what he 
had obferved at Canton, that his great caution 
not to injure the Eaft-India company’s affairs, 
and. the regard he had firown to the advice of 
their officers, had occafioned all his perplexity. 
For he now faw clearly, that if he had at firil 
carried his fiup into the river of Canton, and 
had immediately addrefied himfelf to the Man- 
darines, who are the chief officers of ftate, in- 
ftead of employing the merchants to apply on 
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his behalf, he would, in all probability, have 
had all his requefts granted, and would have 
been foon difpatched. He had already loft a 
month by the wrong meafures he had purfued, 
but he refolved to loofc as little more time as 
poffible; and therefore, the 17th of December, 
being the next day after his return from Canton, 
)ie wrote a letter to the viceroy of that place, 
acquainting him, that he was commander in 
chief of a fquadron of his Britannic Majefty’s 
(hips of war, which had been cruifing, for two 
years paft, in the fouth feas againft the Spani- 
ards, who were at enmity with the king his ma- 
iler ; that, on his way back to England he had 
put into the port of Macao, having a confiderable 
leak in his Ihip, and being in great want of pro- 
vifions, fo that it was'impoflible for him to pro- 
ceed on his voyage till his fhip was repaired, and he was fupplied with the neceflaries he wanted 
that he had been at Canton, in hopes of being 
admitted to a perfonal audience of his excellency; 
but, being a ftranger to the cuftoms of the coun- 
try, he had not been able to inform himfelf what 
fteps were neceflary to be taken to procure fuch 
an audience, and therefore was obliged to apply in this manner, to defire his excellency to give 
orders for his being permitted to employ carpen- 
ters and proper workmen, to refit his Ihip, and 
to furnifh himfelf with provifions and ftores, that 
he might be enabled to purfue his. voyage to 
Great-Britan ; hoping, at the fame time, that thefe orders would be iiTued with as little delay 
as pofiible, left it might occafion his lofs of the 
feafon, and he might be prevented from depart- 
ing till the next winter. 

> This letter was tranflated into the Chinefe lan- 
guage, and the Commodore delivered it himftlf 
to the Hoppo, or chief oflicer of the emperor’g 
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cuftoms at Macao, defiring him to forward it to 
the viceroy of Canton, with as much expedition 
as he could. The officer, at firft, feemed un- 
willing to take charge of it, and raifed many 
difficulties about it; fo that Mr Anfon fufpefted 
him of being in league with the merchants of 
Canton, who had always ffiown a great appre- .1 
henfion of the Commodore’s having any immer- ; 
diate intefcourfe with the viceroy or Mandarines, 
and therefore the Commodore, not without 
feme refentment, took back his letter from the j 
Hoppo, and told him, he would immediately 
fend it to Canton in his own boat, and would 
give his officer pofitive orders not to return j 
without an anfwer from the viceroy. The Hop- J 
po perceiving the Commodore to be in earneft, : 
and fearing to be called to an account for his 
refufal, begged to be entrufted with the letter, 1 
and promifed to deliver it, and procure an an- 
fwer as foon as poffible. And now it was pre- j 
fently feen how juftly Mr Anfon had at lafl: i judged of the proper manner of dealing with the 
Chinefe ; for this letter was written but the 17th 
of December, as hath been already obferved, 
and, on the 19th in the morning, a Mandarine ! 
of the firft rank, who was governor of the city 
of Janfon, together with two Mandarines of an inferior clafs, and a confiderable retinue of of- 
ficers and fervants, having with them eighteen 
half gallies furniffied with mufic, and decorated 
with a great number of ftreamers, and full of j 
men, came to grapnel a-head of the Centurion ; '1 
whence the Mandarine fent a meflage to the , 
Commodore, telling him that he (the Mandarine) ] 
was ordered by the viceroy of Canton to examine 
the condition of the fhip ; therefore defiring the 
fhip’s boat might be fent to fetch them on board. 
The Centurion’s boat was immediately difpatch- 1 
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cd, and preparations were made for receiving 
him ; in particular, a hundred of the moll light- 
ly of the crew were uniformly drefled, in the 
regimentals of the marines, and were drawn up 
under arms, on the main deck, againll his arri- 
val. When he entered the Ihip, he was faluted 
by the drums, and what other military mufic 
there was on board : and palling by the new-for- 
med guard, he was met by the Commodore on 
the quarter-deck, who conduced him to the 
great cabin, Here the Mandarine explained his commiffion, declaring, that he was dire£ted to 
examine all the articles mentioned in the Commo- 
dore’s letter to the viceroy, and to confront 
them with the reprefentation that had been gi- 
ven of them : that he was, in the firft place, in- 
ftru£l;ed to infpe£l: the leak, and had, for that 
purpofe, brought with him two Chinefe carpen- 
ters •, and, that for the more regular difpatch of 
his bufinefs, he had every head of enquiry fe- 
parately wrote down on a Iheet of paper, with 
a void fpace oppofite to it, where he was 
to infert fuch information, and remarks there- 
on, as he could procure by his own obferva- 
tion. 

This Mandarine appeared to be a perfon of very 
confiderable parts, and endowed with more 
franknefs and honefty than is to be found in the generality of the Chinefe. After the neceflary 
infpettions had been made, particularly about 
the leak, which the Chinefe carpenters reported 
to be to the full as dangerous as it had been de- 
feribed, and confequently, that it was impoffible 
for the Centurion to proceed to fea without be- ing refitted, the Mandarine exprefled himfelf fa- 
tisfied with the account given in the Commo- 
dore’s letter. And this magiftrate, as he was 
more intelligent than any other perfon of his na- 
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tion that came to our knowledge, fo likewife was 
he more curious and inquifitive, viewing each 
part of the fhip with extraordinary attention, and 
appearing greatly furprifed at the largenefs of the 
lower deck guns, and at the weight and fize of 
the fhot. The Commodore, obferving his afto- 
nifhment,' thought this a proper opportunity to 
convince the Chinefe of the prudence of granting 
him all his demands in the moft fpeedy and am- 
ple manner: he therefore told the Mandarine, 
and thofe who were with him, that, befides the 
requeft he made for a general licence to furniih 
himfelf with whatever his prefent fituation re- 
quired, he had a particular complaint to prefer 
againft the proceedings of the cuftom-houfe of 
Macao; that at his firft arrival, the Chinefe boats 
had brought on board him plenty of greens, and 
variety of frefh provifions for daily ufe; that, 
though they had 'always been paid to their full 
fatisfacf ion, yet the cuftom-houfe officers at Ma- 
cao hac foon forbid them ; by which means he 
was deprived of thofe refrefhments which were 
of the utmoft confequence to the health of his 
men, after their long and fickly voyage ; that as 
they, the Mandarines, had informed themfelves 
of his wants, and were eye-witnefles of the force 
and ftrength of his fhip, they might be fatisfied 
it was not, becaufe he had no power to fupply 
himfelf, that he defired the permiffion ot the go- 

_vernment to purchafe what provifions he flood 
in need of, fince he prefumed they were convin- 
ced that the Centurion alone, was capable ofde- 
flroying the whole navigation of the port of Can- 
ton, or of any other port in China, without run- 
ning the leaft rifque, from all the force the Chi- 
nefe could collect : that it was true this was not 
the manner of proceeding between nations in 
friendfhip with each other ; but it was likewife 
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true that it was not cuftomary for any nation to 
permit the {hips of their friends to ftarve and fink 
in their ports, when thofe friends had money to 
purchafe neceflaries, and only defired liberty to 
lay it out; that, they muft confefs, he and his 
people had hitherto behaved with great modelly 
and referve ; but that, as his diftrefies were each 
day increafing, famine would at laft prove too 
ftrong for any reftraint, and neceffity was ac- 
knowledged, in all countries, to be fuperior to e- 
very other law ; and therefore it could not be ex- 
pected that his crew would long continue to ftarve 
in the midft of that plenty to which their eyes 
were every day witnefles : to this the Commodore 
added (though perhaps with a lefs ferious air) 
that if, by the delay of fupplying him with pro- 
vifions, his men ftiould, from the impulfes of 
hunger, be obliged to turn cannibals, and to prey 
upon their own fpecies, it was eafy to be fore- 
feen, that, independent of their triendfhip to 
their comrades, they would, in point of luxury, 
prefer the plump well-fed Chinefe to their own 
emaciated {hip-mates. The firft Mandarine ac- 
quiefced in the juftnefs of this reafoning, and 
told the Commodore, that he fhould that night 
proceed for Canton; that, on his arrival, a coun- 
cil of Mandarines would be ftimmoned, of which 
he was a member, and that, by being employed in the prefent commiffion, he was of courfe the 
Commodore’s advocate ; that, as he was himfelf 
fully convinced of the urgency of Mr Amfon’s ne* 
ceftity, he did not doubt but, on the reprefen- 
tation he Ihould make of what he had feen, the 
council would be of the fame opinion; and that 
all which was demanded would be amply and 
fpeedily granted : that, with regard to the Com- 
modoie’s complaint of the cuftom-houfe of M a- 
cao, this he would undertake to re&ify immedi- 
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ately by his own authority. And then, defiring a lift to he given him of the quantity of provifion 
neceftary for the expence of tho lhip.during one 
day, he wrote a permit under it, and delivered 
it to one of his attendants, directing him to fee 
that quantity fent oil board early every morning J 
which order, ,frpm that time forwards, was 
punctually complied with. 

When this weighty affair was thus, in fome 
degree, regulatqd, the Commodore invited him, 
and his two attendant Mandarines to dinner, tell- ing them at the fame time, that if his provifion, 
either, in kind or quantity, was not what they 
might expeCt,' they muft thank themfelves for 
having confined him to fo hard an allowance! 
One of his diflies was beef, which the Chinefe 
all tiiflike, though Mr Anfon was not apprifed 
of it. This feems to be derived from the Indian 
fuperftition, which, for fome ages paft, has 
made a great progrefs in China. However his i gueflis did not entirely faft ; for the three Man- j 
darines compleatly finifhed the white part of four 
large fowls. They were indeed extremely em- 
barraffed with their knives and forks, and were 
quite incapable of making ufe of them ; fo that, 1 
after fome fruitlefs attempts to help themfelves, I 
which were fufiiciently aukward, one of the at- tendants was obliged to cut their meat in fmall 
pieces for them. But whatever difficulty they 
might have in complying with the European 
manner of eating, they feemed not to be novices 
at drinking. In this part of the entertainment 
the Commodore cxcufed himfelf under the pre- 
tence of illnefs ; but there being another gentle- 
man prefent, of a florid and jovial complexion, the chief Mandarine clapped him on the flioulder, . 
and told him, by the interpreter, that certainly 
he could not plead ficknefs, and therefore infift- 
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ed on his bearing him company; and that gentle- 
man perceiving, that, after they had difpatched 
four or five bottles of Frontiniac, the Mandarine 
ftill continued unruffled, he ordered a bottle of 
citron water to be brought up, which the Chinefe 
feemed much to relilh ; and this being Yiear fi- 
nifhed, they arofe from table', in appearance 
cool and uninfluenced by what they had drunk ; 
and the Commodore having, according to cuftom, 
made the Mandarine a prefent, they all departed 
in the fame vefiels that brought them. 

After their departure, the Commodore, with 
great impatience, expe&ed the refolution of the 
council, and the proper licences to enable him 
to refit the (hip. For it mull be obferved, as hath 
already appeared from the preceding narration, 
that the Chinefe were forbid to have any dealings 
with him, fo that he could neither purchafe ftores 
nor neceflaries, nor did any kind of workmen 
dare to engage themfelves in his fervice, until the 
permiflion of the government was firft obtained. 
And, in the execution of thefe particular injunc- 
tions, the magiftrates never fail of exercifing great feverity; fince, notwithftanding the fu- 
Itian elogiums beftowed upon them by the Ro- 
mifh miffionaries refiding in the Eaft, and their 
European copiers, they are compofed of the fame 
fragil materials with the reft of mankind, and 
often make ufe of the authority of the law, not 
to fupprefs crimes, but to enrich themfelves by 
the pillage of thofe who commit them. This is 
the more eafily effe&ed in China, becaufe capital 
punifhments are rare in that country ; the effe- 
minate genius of the nation, and their ftrong. at- 
tachment to lucre, difpofing them rather to make 
ufe of fines. And as from thefe there arifes no 
inconfiderable profit to thofe who compofe their tribunals, it is obvious enough, that prohibitions 
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of all kinds, particularly fuch as the alluring 
profpe£l: of great profit may often tempt the fub- 
jett to infringe, cannot but be favourite inftitu- 
tions in fuch a government. 

A fhort time before this, Captain Saunders took 
his paffage to England on board a Swedifh fhip, 
and was charged with difpatches from the Com- 
modore ; and, in the month of December, Cap- 
tain Mitchell, Colonel Craherode, and Mr Taf- 
well, one of the agent vidduallers, with his ne- phew Mr Charles Herriot, embarked on board 
fome of our company’s fhips ; and I having ob- 
tained the Commodore’s leave to return home, 
embarked with them. I mull obferve too, ha- 
ving omitted it before, that, whilft we lay at Ma- 
cao, we were informed by the officers of our In- 
dia-men, that the Severn and Pearl, the two Ihips 
of our fquadion which had feparated from us off 
Cape Noir, were fafely arrived at Rio Janeiro on the coaft of Brazil. I have formerly taken no- 
tice, that, at the time of their feparation, we 
fnfpe£ted them to be loft : and there were many 
reafons which greatly favoured this fufpicion ; 
for we knew that the Severn in particular was 
extremely fickly, which was the more obvious to 
the reft of the {hips, as, in the preceding part of 
the voyage, her commander, Captain Regg, had 
been remarkable for his exemplary punctuality in 
keeping his ftation; and yet, during the laft ten 
days before his feparation, his crew was fo dimi- 
nimed arid enfeebled, that, with his utmoft ef- 
forts, he could not poffibly maintain his proper pofition with his wonted exa&nefs. The extra- 
ordinary ficknefs on board him was, by many, 
imputed to the ffiip, which was new, and, on 
that account, was.believed to be the more unheal- thy ; but, whatever was the caufe of it, the Se- 
vern was, by much, the molt fickly of the fqua* 
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dron : fince, before her departure from St Ga- 
tharine’s, fhe buried more men than any of them, 
infomuch that the Commodore was obliged to 
recruit her with a number of frefli hands ; and, 
the mortality ftill continuing on board her, Ihe 
was fupplied with men a fecond time at fea, af- 
ter our fetting fail from St Julians; yet, not- 
withftanding thefe different reinforcements,, fhe. 
was, at laft, reduced to the diftreffed condition I 
have already mentioned. Hence the Commodore 
himfelf firmly believed Ihe was loft ; and there- 
fore it was with great joy we received the news 
of her and the Pearl’s fafety, after the ftrong 
perfuafion, which had fo long prevailed amongft 
us, of their having both perilhed.. But, to pro- 
ceed with the tranfa&ions between Mr Anfon and 
the Chinefe. 

Notwithftanding the favourable difpofition of 
the Mandarine governor of Janfon, at his leaving 
Mr Anfon, feveral days were elapfed before there 
was any advice from him, and Mr Anfon was 
privately informed there were great debates in 
council upon this affair; partly, perhaps, owing 
to its being fo unufual a cafe, and, in part, to 
the influence, as I fuppofe, of the intrigues of 
the French at Canton : for they had a country-, 
man and fall friend refiding on the fpot, who 
fpoke the language, well, and was not unacquaint- 
ed with the venality of the government, nor with 
the perfons of feveral of the magiftrates, and 
confequentdy could not be at a lofs for means of 
traverfing the afftftance defired by Mr Anfon. In- 
deed this oppofition of the French was not mere- 
ly the effe<3: of national prejudice, or a contra- 
riety of political interefts ; but was, in good 
meafure, owing to vanity, a motive of much, 
more weight with the generality of mankind, 
than any attachment to the publick fervice of the 
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community. For the French,' pretending their 
India-men to be men of war, their officers were, 
apprehenfive, that any diftin£Hdn granted to Mr 
Anfon, on account of his bearing the King’s 
commifion, would render them lefs confiderable 
in the eyes of the Chinefe, and would eftablifh 
prepofleffions at Cantonr in favour of {hips of war, by which they, as trading veflels, would fufFer in 
their importance. And I with the affectation of i endeavouring to pafs Tor' men of war, and the | 
fear of finking in the eftintation of the Chinefe, 
if the Centurion Was treated in a different man- ] 
ner from themfelves, had been confined to the 
officers of the French fhips only. However, 
notwithftanding all thefe obftacles, it fhould 
feem, that the reprefentation of the Commodore 
to the Mandarines, of the facility with which he 
could right himfeif, if juftice-were denied him, 
had, at laft, its effett: fince, on the 6th of Ja- j 
nuarv, in the morning, the governor-of Janfon, j 
the (Commodore’s advocate, feot’dovn the vice- j 
roy of Canton’s warrant for the refitment of the I Centurion, and for fupplying her people with all 
they wanted. Having now1 the’ neceffary licen- 
ces, a number of Chinefe fmiths and carpenters j 
went on board the next day, to treat about the 
work'they were to do; all which they propofed 
to undertake by the great.- They demanded at 
firft, to the amount of a thoufand pounds Ster- 
ling for the repairs of the fhip, the boats, and ; themafts. This the Commodore feemed’to'think j 
an unreafonable" fum, and endeavoured to per- ■ 
fuade them to work by the day ; but that was a method they would not hearken to ; To it was at 
laft agreed, that the carpenters fhould have to 
the amount of about fix hundred pounds for their work ; and that the frai'ths ftiould be paid 
for the iron work by weight, allowing them at 
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the rate of three pounds a hundred nearly for 
the fmall work, and forty-fix {hillings for the 
large. 

This being regulated, the Commodore next 
exerted himfelf to get the moft important bufi- 
nefs of the whole compleated ; I mean, the hea- ving down the Centurion, and examining the 
Rate of her bottom. The firll lieutenant, there- 
fore, was difpatehed’ to Canton, to hire two 
country-vefiels, called in their language Junks, 
one of them being intended to heave down by, 
and the other to ferve as a magazine for the pow- 
der and ammunition: whiift, at the fame time, 
the' ground was fmoothed on one of the neigh- 
bouring iflands, and a large tent was pitched 
for lodging the lumber and provifions, and near 
a hundred Chinefe caulkers were foon fet to work 
on the decks and fides of the {hip. But all thefe 
preparations, and the getting ready the careen- ing gear, took up a great deal of time ; for the 
Chinefe caulkers, though they worked very well, 
were far from being expeditious. Befides, it 
was the zfith of January before the junks arri- 
ved, and the necefiary materials, which were to 
be purchafed at Canton, came down very {lowly; 
partly from the diftance of the place, and partly 
from the delays and backwardnefs of the Chinefe 
merchants. And, in this interval, Mr Anfon 
had the additional perplexity to difcover, that 
his fore-maft was broken afunder above the up- per-deck partners, and was only kept together 
by the filhes which had been formerly clapt up- 
on it. 

However the Centurion’s people made the 
moft of their time, and exerted themfelves the beft they could: and, as by clearing the {hip, ■the carpenters were enabled to come at the 
leak, they took care to fecure that effectually, 
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whilft the other preparations were going for- 
wards. The leak was found to be below the 
fifteen foot mark, and was principally occafion- 
ed by one of the bolts being wore away and 
loofe in the joining of the ftern, where it was 
fcarfed. 

At laft, all things being prepared, they, on 
the 22d of February, in the morning, hove out 
the firft courfe of the Centurion’s flarboard-fide, 
and had the fatisfa&ion to find, that her bottom 
appeared found and good j and, the next day, 
(having, by that time, compleated the new 
Iheathing of the firft courfe) they righted her a- 
gain, to fet up a-new the careening gear, which 
had ftretched much. Thus they continued 
heaving down, and often righting the fhip, from 
a fufpicion of their careening tackle, till the third 
of March, when, having compleated the paying, 
and (heathing of the bottom, which proved to be 
every where very found, they, for the laft time, 
righted the {hip, to their great joy; fince not 
only the fatigue of careening had been confider- 
able, but they had been apprehenfive of being at- 
tacked by the Spaniards, whilft the {hip was 
thus incapacitated for defence. Nor were their 
fears altogether groundlefs; for they learned af- 
terwards, by a Portuguefe veiTel, that the Spa- 
niards at Manila had been informed, that the 
Centurion was in the Typa, and intended to ca- 
reen there ; and that thereupon the Governor had 
fummoned his council, and hadpropofed to them 
to endeavour to burn her whilft fhe was careen- 
ing, which was an enterprife which, if properly 
conduced, mighthave put them in great danger. 
It was farther reported, that this fcheme was 
not only propofed, but refolved on; and that a cap- 
tain of a veflel had a£tually undertaken to per-, 
form the bufmefs for forty tboufand dollars. 
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which he was not to receive unlefs he fucceeded; 
but the Governor pretending that there was no 
treafure in the royal cheft, and infilling that the 
merchants fhould advance the money, and they 
refufing to comply with the demand, the affair 
•was dropped. Perhaps the merchants fufpe£led 
that the whole was only a pretext to get forty 
thoufand dollars from them ; and indeed this 
was affirmed by fome who bore the Governor no 
good will, but with what truth, it is difficult to 
afcertain. 

As foon as the Centurion was righted, they 
took on board her powder, and gunners llores, 
and proceeded with getting in their guns as fall 
as poffible, and then ufcd their utmoll expedition 
in repairing the fore-maft, and in compleating 
the other articles of her refitment. But, whilft 
they were thus employed* they were alarmed on 
the 10th of March by a Chinefe fiffierman, who 
brought them intelligence, that he had been on 
board a large Spaniffi ffiip off the Grand Ladrone, 
and that there were two more in company with 
her. He added feveral particulars to his rela- 
tion ; as that he had brought one of their offi- 
cers to Macao, and that, on this, boats went 
off early in the morning from Macao to them : 
and, the better to eftablifh the belief of his ve- 
racity, he faid, he defired no money if his infor- mation ffiould not prove true. This was pre- 
fently believed to be the forementioned expedi- 
tion from Manila; and the Commodore immedi- 
ately fitted his cannon and fmall arms in the 
bell manner he could for defence; and having 
then his pinnace and cutter in the offing, who 
had been ordered to examine a Portuguefe veffel 
which was getting under fail, he font them the 
advice he had received, and directed them to 
look out ftridlly. Indeed no Spaififh ffiips ever 
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appeared, and they were foon fatisfied the whole 
of the itory was a fi&ion; though it was diffi- 
cult to conceive what reafon could induce the 
fellow to be at/uch extraordinary pains to impofe 
upon them. 

It was the beginning of April when they had 
new-rigged the fhip, flowed their provifions and 
water on Board, and had fitted her for the feaj 
and before this time the Chinefe grew very uti- 
eafy, and extremely defirous that {he fhould be 
gone, either not knowing, or pretending not to 
‘believe, that this was a point the Commodore 
was as eagerly fet on as they could be. At 
length, about the third of April, two Mandarine 
boats came on board from Macao, to prefs him 

" to leave their port: and this having been often 
urged before, though there had been no pre- 
tence to fufpe£f Mr Anion of any affedled de- 
lays, he, at this laft mefiage, anfwered them in 
a determined tone, defiring them to give him 
no further trouble, for he would go when he 
thought proper, and not fooner. After this re- 
buke the Chinefe (though it was not in their 
power to compel him to depart) immediately 
prohibited all‘provifions from being carried on 
board him, and took fuch care their injundlions 
Ihou’d be complied with, that, from thencefor- 
wards, nothing could be purchafed at any rate 
whatever. 

The 6th of April the Centurion weighed from 
the Typa, and warped to the fouthward ; and by 
the i ^th, fhe was got into Macao road, com- 
pleating her water as flie pafled along, fo that 
there remained now very few articles more to 
attend to ; and, her whole bufinefs being finilh- 
ed by the i$th, fhe, at three in the afternoon 
of that day, weighed and made fail, and flood to 
fea. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
From Macao to Cape Efpiritu Santo : the 

taking of the Manila galeon, and re- 
turning back again. 

TH E Commodore was now got to fea, with 
his fhip well refitted, his Itores replenifli- 

ed, and an additional ftock of povifions on 
board : his crew too was fomewhat reinforced: 
for he had entered twenty-three men during his 
ftay at Macao, the greateft part of them Lafcars, 
or Indian failors, and the reft Dutch. He gave 
out at Macao, that he was bound to Batavia, 
and thence to England ; and though the wefter- 
ly monfoon was now. fet in, when that paflage 
is confidered as impra£licable, yet by the con- 
fidence he had exprefled in the ftrength of his 
ftiip, and the dexterity of his hands, he had perfuaded not only his own crew, but the people 
at Macao likewife, that he propofed to try this unufual experiment; fo that there were many 
letters fent on board him by the inhabitants of 
Canton and Macao for their friends at Batavia. 

But his real defign was of a very different na- 
ture. For he fuppofed, that, inftead of one an- nual ftiip from Acapulco to Manila, there would 
be this year, in all probability, two; fince, by 
being before Acapulco, he had prevented one of 
them from putting to fea the preceding feafon. 
He therefore, not difcouraged by his former di- 
fafters, refolved again to rifle the cafualties pf 
the Pacific ocean, and to cruife for thefe return- 
ing veffels off Cape Efpiritu Santo, on the ifland 
of Samal, which is the firft land they always 
make at the Philippine iflands : and as June i$ 
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generally the month in which they arrive there, 
he doubted not but he fhould get to his intend* 
ed ftation time enough to intercept them It is 
true, they were faid to be flout veffels mounting 
forty-four guns a-piece, and carrying above five 
hundred hands, and might be expelled to return in company; and he himfelf had but two him- i 
dred and twenty-feven hands on board, of which 
near thirty were boys. But this difproportion of 
ftrength did not deter him, as he knew his fhip 
to be much better fitted for a fea engagement 
than theirs, and as he had reafon to expeft that 
his men would exert themfelves after a moft ex- traordinary manner, when they had in view the 
immenfe wealth of thefe Manila galeons. 

This projedl the Commodore had refolved on 
in his own thoughts, ever fince his leaving the 
coaft of Mexico. And the greateft mortirica- ‘ 
tion which he received, from the various delays ; 

he had met with in China, was his apprehenfion 
left he might be thereby fo long retarded as to 
let the galeons efcape him. Indeed, at Macao, 
it was incumbent on him to keep thefe views ex- 
tremely fecret; for there being a great inter- 
courfe, and a mutual connexion of interefts be- 
tween that port and Manila, he had reafon to 
fear, that, if his defigns were difcovered, intel- 
ligence would be immediately fent to Manila, 
and meafures would be taken to prevent the ga- 
leons from falling into his hands. But, being 
now at fea, and entirely clear of the coaft, he 
furtmoned all his people on the quarter-deck, 
and informed them of his refolution to cruife for 
the two Manila (hips, of whofe wealth, they 
were not ignorant: he tolc] them he fhould chqfe 
a ftation where he could not fail of meeting with 
them; and though they were flout fhips, and 
full manned, yet, if his own people behaved 
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with their accuftomed fpirit, he was certain he 
(hould prove' too hard for them both, and that 
one of them at leaft, could not fail of becoming 
his prize. He further added, that many ridicu- 
lous tales had been propagated, about the ftrength 
of the fides of thefe fhips, and their being im- 
penetrable to cannon fhot : that thefe fictions 
had been principally invented to palliate the 
cowardice of thofe who had formerly engaged 
them ; but he hoped there were none of thole 
prefent weak enough to give credit to fo abfunl 
a ftory : for his own part, he did aflure thetn, 
upon his word, that, whenever he fell in with 
them, he would fight them fo near, that they 
fhould find his bullets, infiead of being flopped 
by one of their Tides, fhould go through them 
both. 

This fpeech of the Commodore was received 
by his people with great joy: fince no fooner 
had he ended, than they exprefled their appro- 
bation, according to naval cuftom, by three ftre- 
nuous cheers, and declared their determination 
to fucceed or perilh, whenever the opportunity 
prefented itfelf. Immediately too, their hopes, which, on their departure from the coaft of Mexi. 
co, had entirely fubfided, were again revived ; 
and they perfuaded themfelves, that nptwith- 
ftanding the various cafualties and disappoint- 
ments they had hitherto met with, they fiiould 
yet be repaid the price of their fatigues, and 
fhould at laft return home enriched with the 
fpoils of the enemy. For firmly relying on the 
aflurancesof the Commodore, that they fliould 
certainly meet with the galeons, they were all 
of them too fanguine, to doubt a moment of 
maftering them ; fo that they confidered them- 
felves as having them already’in their pofieffion. 
And this confidence was fo univerfally fpread 
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through the whole fliip’s company, that the 
Commodore, who had taken fome Chinefe fheep 
to'fea with him for his own provifion, enquiring 
one day of his butcher, why he had lately feen 
no mutton at his table, and alking him if all the 
fbeep w ere killed, the fellow very ferioully repli- 
ed, that there were indeed two ftieep left, butt hat 
if his honour would give him leave, he propofed 
to keep thofe for the entertainment of the gene- 
ral of the galeons. 

When the Centurion left the port of Macao, 
ihe flood for fome time to the weftward ; and on 
the firfl of May they faw part of the ifland, of 
Formofa, and fleering thence to the fouthward, 
they, on the fourth of May, were in the latitude 
of the Bafliee iflands, as laid down byDampier; 
but they fufpedled his account of inaccuracy, as 
they knew that he had been confiderably mifla- 
ken in the latitude of the fouth end of Formofa : 
and therefore they kept a good look out, and a- 
bout feven in the evening difcovered from the 
maft-head five fmall iflands, which were judged 
to be the Bafliees. As they afterwards faw 
Botel Tobago Xima, they by this means found 
an opportunity of corre£ling the pofition of the 
Bafhee iflands, which had been hitherto laid 
down twenty-five leagues too far to the weft- 
ward ; for by their obfervations, they efteemed 
the middle of thefe iflands to be in 21 ° : 4' north, 
and to bear from Botel Tobago Xima S. S. E. 
twenty leagues diftant, that ifland itfelf being in 
210 '.57' north. After getting a fight of the Bafliee iflands, 
they flood between the S. and S. W. for Cape 
Efpiritu Santo ; and the 20th of May at noon, 
they firft difcovered that cape, which about four 
o’clock they brought to bear S. S. W. near eleven 
leagues diftant. It appeared to be of a moderate 
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height, with ferveral round hummocks on it, and 
is exactly reprefented in the XLth plate. As it 
was known that there were centinels placed on 
this cape, to make fignals to the Acapulco Ihip when (he firft falls in with the land ; the Com- 
modore immediately tacked, and ordered the top 
gallant fails to be taken in, to prevent being dis- 
covered. And this being the llation where it 
was refolved to cruife for the galeons, they kept 
the cape between the fouth and the weft, and endeavoured to confine themfelves between the 
latitude of 120 : 50', and 13° : 5', the cape itfelf 
lying, by their obfervations, in j 2° : 40' north 
and in 4° of eaft longitude from Hotel Tobago 
Xima. 

It was the laft of May by the foreign ftile 
when they arrived off this cape ; and the month 
of June by the fame ftile, being that in which 
the Manila fhips are ufualty expended, the Cen- 
turion’s people were now waiting each hour with 
the utmoft impatience for the happy crifis which 
was to balance the account of all their part cala- 
mities. As from this time there was but fmall 
employment for the crew, the Commodore or- 
dered them, almoft every day, to be exercifed in 
the working of the great guns, and in the ufe of 
their fmall arms. This had been his pra&ice 
more orlefs at every convenient feafon, duringthe whole courfe of his voyage; and the advantages 
which he received from it, in his engagement with 
the galeon, were an ample recompence for all his 
care and attention. Indeed it ftiould feem, that 
there are few particulars of a Commander’s du- 
ty of more importance, how much foever it may 
have been fometimes overlooked or mifunder- 
ftood : fince it will, I fuppofe, be confeffed, that 
in two fhips of war, equal in the number of their 
men and guns, the difproportion of ftrength a- 
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riling from a greater or lefa dexterity in the ufe 
of ,their great guns and fmail arms, is what can 
fcarcely be balanced by any other circumftances 
whatever. For as thefe are the weapons with 
which they are to engage : what greater inequa- 
lity can there be betwixt two contending parties, 
than that one fide fhould perfeftly undeiftand 
the management of them, and fhould have the 
fkill to employ them in the moft effe&ual manner 
for the annoyance of their enemy ; while the o- 
ther fide fhould, by their aukward handling of 
their arms, render them rather terrible to them- 
felves, than mifchievous to their antagonifts ? 
This feems fo obvious and natural a conclufion, 
that a perfon unaquainted with thefe matters 
would fuppofe the firfl care of a commander to 
be, the training his people to the ready ufe of their arms. 

But human affairs are not always conduced 
by the plain di&ates of common fenfe. There 
are many othbr principles which influence our tranfaftions ; and there is one in particular, 
which, though of a very erroneous complexion, is 
fcarcely ever excluded from our moft ferious deli- 
berations ; I mean cuftom, or the practice of 
thofe who have preceded us. This is ufually apow- 
er too mighty for reafon to grapple with, and is 
often extremely troublefome to thofe who oppofe 
itj fince it has much of fuperftition in its nature, 
and purfues all thofe who queftion its authority 
w ith unrelenting vehemence. However-, in thefe 
latter ages of the world, fome lucky encroach- 
ments have been made upon its prerogative ; and 
it may furely be expected, that the gentlemen of 
the navy, whofe particular profeffion hath with- 
in a few years been confiderably impioved by a number of new inventions, will of ail others be 
the readieft to give up any ufage which hath 
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nothing to plead in its behalf but prefcription, 
and will not fuppole that every branch of their 
bufinefs hath already received, all the perfe&ion 
of which it is.capable. Indeed it mult be own- 
ed, that if a dexterity intheufe of (mail arms for 
infUncej. hath been fometimes lefg attended to 
on board our Ihips of war chap might have been 
wifbed for, it hath been rather owing to unikilful 
nrethpds of teaching it, than to negligence; 
fince the common failors, how ftrongly foever 
attached to their own prejudices, are very quick- 
fighted jn finding out the defie&s of others, and 
have ever fitewn a great contempt for the forma- 
lities pracHfedrin the training of laird troops to the 
ule of their awns. But when thofe; who have un- 
dertaken to inilrufEtbe featnen, have contented themfelves with inculcating only what was ufe- 
ful in the.fimpleft manner, they have conftantly 
found their, people fufficiently docile, and the 
fuccefs hath even exceeded their expeftation. 
Thus on board Mr Anfon’s Ihip> wliere they 
were taught no more of the manual exercife than the fhorteil method of loading with cartridges^ 
and were confiantly trained to fire, at a mark,, 
which was ufiulJy hung at the yard-arm, and 
where feme littlereward was;giyentft the molt ex- pert,-the whole crew by this management, were 
rendered extremely ikiiful. , For betides an un. 
common readinefs in loading, they were all of them good markfroen, and ibme of them molt 
extraordinary ones. Whence I doubt hot bur, in 
the ufe of final! arms, they were more than a match for double their number, who had not 
been habituated to the fame kind of exercife. But 
to return: 

It was the laft ofMay, N. £k as hath been al- 
ready faid, when the Centurion arrived off Cape- 
Lfpiritu. Santo; and confequently the next day 

U 3. 
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the month began in which the galeons -were to 
be expe&ed. The Commodore therefore made 
ail neceffary preparations for receiving them, 
hoifting out his long-boat, and laflnng her along 
fide, that the {hip might be ready for engaging, 
if they fell in with the galeons during the night. 
All this time too, he was very folicitous to keep 
at fuch a diftance from the cape as not to be 
difcovered. But it hath been fince learned, that 
notwithftanding his care, he was feen from the 
land, and advice of him was fent to Manila, 
where, though it was at firft dilbelieved, yet on 
reiterated intelligence, (for it feems he w^as feen 
more than once) the merchants were alarmed, 
and the Governor was applied to, who undertook 
(the commerce fupplying the neceffhry fums) to 
fit out a force, confifting of two (hips of thirty- 
two guns, one of twenty guns, and two {loops 
of ten guns each, to attack the Centurion on her 
ftation. With this view fome of thefe veflels ac- 
tually weighed; but the principal {hip not being 
ready, and the monfoon being againft them, the 
commerce and the Governor difagreed, fo that the 
enterprife was laid afide. This frequent’difco- 
very of the Centurion from the ihore was fome- 
what extraordinary ; fince the pitch of the cape 
is not high, and Ihe ufually kept from ten to fif- 
teen leagues diftant, though once indeed, by an 
indraught of the tide, as was fuppofed, they 
found themfelves in the morning within feven 
leagues of the land. 

As the month of June advanced, the expec- 
tancy and impatience of the Commodore’s people 
each day increafed. And I think no better idea 
can be given of their great eagernefs on this oc- 
cafion, than by copying a few paragraphs from 
the journal of an officer, who was then on board, 
as it will, I prefume, be a more natural picture 
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of the full attachment of their thoughts to the 
bufinefs of their cruife, than can be given by 
any other means. The paragraphs I have felett- 
ed, as they occur in order of time, are as follow. 

“ May 31 ft, exercifing our men at their quar- 
“ ters, in great expe&ation of meeting with the 
“ galeons veryfoon, this being the nth of June 
“ their ftile.” 

“ June 3d, keeping in our Rations, and look- “ ing out for the galeons.” 
“ June 5th, begin to be now in great expec- 

“ tation, this being the middle of June their 
“ ftile” 

“ June 1 ith, begin to grow impatient at not “ feeing the galeons.” 
“ June 13th, the wind having blown frcfli 

“ eafterly for the forty-eight hours paft, gives “ us great expe&ations of feeing the galeons 
“ foon.” 

“ June 15th, ernifing on and off, and look- 
** ing out ftri£l!y.” 

“ June 19th, this being the laft day of June 
“ N. S. the galeons, if they arrive at all, mull “ appear foon.”’ 

From thefe famples it is fufficiently evident 
how compleatly the treafure of the galeons had 
engroffed their imagination, and how anxioufty 
theypaffed the latter part of their cruife-, when 
the certainty of the arrival of thofe veffels was 
dwindled down to probability only, and that 
probability became each hour more and more doubtful. However, on the 20th of June O. S. 
being juft a month after their gaining their fta- 
tion, they were relieved out of this ftate of un- 
certainty : for at fun rife, they difeovered a fail from the maft-head, in the S. E. quarter. On 
this a general joy fpread through the whole ftn'p ; 
for they had no doubt but this was one of the 
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gajofijis,. and they e^pe&ed foon to defcry the o- 
ther. The Commodore inftantly flood towards j 
•her, and^ at half an hour after leven,. they were 
near enough to fee her from the Centurion’s 
-deck; at which, time the galeon fired a gun, and ] 
took in her top-gallant fans, i this was i'uppqfed 
to be a fignal to her cow(oi;t to haften her .upj 
and therefore the Centurion fired a gun to the 
leeward to amufe her. The Cbtrimodore was 
furprifed to find, that during, all this interval the pleon-did-hot change her co.urfe, but eon- j 
tinned to bear down upon him ; for he hardly be- „ 
lieved what afterwards appeared to be thefcafej 
that flie knew his.fhip to be the Centuriori, and 
refolved to fight him. 

About rtoon the'Commodore -was little more t 
than a league diftant ftom.the grtleon, and could 
fetch, her wake, fo that die could not npw efcape; ■ 
and, no fecond firip appearing, it was concluded 
tb'atThe had been feparated from her, confort. | 
Soon after the galeon haled up .her fore-fail, and 
brought to under top-fails, with her head to the ; 

northward,, hoifti-ng Spanilh colours, and having 
^the ftandard of Spain flying at the top-gallant maft-laead.; Mr Anfon, in'the mean time,, had 

prepared; all things fcwTm ejng.agemti.it on board 
the Centurion, and paditaken every.poflible mea- 
fure, both for .the moil effectual exertion of his fmall ftrength, and for the avoiding the confu- 
fion and tumult, too frequent .in a/ftions of this 
kind. He picked out about thirty of his choice# 
hands, and heft markfmen, whoai be. idlflribu- 
ted into his tops, and who fully anfwered his 
expectation, by the fignal fervices they perform- 
ed. As he bail not hands enough remaining, to 
quarter a fulfictent. number to each great gun, 
in the cuftomary manner ; he therefore, on his. 
lower tire, fixed only two men to each.gun, who- 



Chap. VIII. R.OUND THE WORLD. 229 
were to be folely employed in loading it, whilft 
the reft of his people were divided into different 
gangs of ten or twelve men each, who were con- tinually moving about the decks, to run out and 
fire fuch guns as were loaded. By this manage- 
ment he was enabled to muke ufe of all his guns; 
and inftead of whole broad-fides with intervals 
between them, he kept up a conftant fire. ,with- 
out intermiinon, whence he doubted not to pro- 
cure very fignal advantages. For it is common 
with the Spaniards to fall down upon the decks 
when they fee a broad-fide preparing, and to 
continue in that pollute till it is given; after 
which-they rife again, and prefuming the danger 
to be for fome time over, work their guns, and 
fire with great brilknefs till another broad-fide is 
ready: but the.firing gun by gun, in the manner 
dire£led by the Commodore, rendered this prac- 
tice of theirs impolfible. 

The Centurion being thus prepared, and near- ing the galeon a-pace, there happened* a little af- 
ter noon, feveral fqualls of wind and raiq, which 
often obfcured the galeon from their light; but, 
whenever it cjeared up, they obferved her refo- 
lutely lying to. Towards one o’clock the Cen- 
turion hoifted her broad pendant and colours, 
file being then within gun-lhot of the enemy; 
and the Commodore perceiving the Spainiards to have neglefted clearing their Ihip till that time, 
as he faw them throwing over-board cattle and 
lumber, he gave orders to fire upon tbe.m with 
the chace-guns, to difturb them in their work, 
and prevent them from compleating it, though 
his general direftions had been, not to engage 
before they were within piftol Ihot. The galeon 
returned the fire with two of her ftern chace: 
and, the Centurion 'getting her fprit-fail-yard 
fore and aft, that, if nectlftiry, fhf might be 
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ready for boarding, the Spaniards, in a bravado, 
rigged their fprit-fail-yard fore and aft likewife. 
Soon after, the Centurion came a-breaft of the 
enemy within piftol-fhot, keeping to the leeward 
of them, with a view of preventing their put- 
ting before the wind, and gaining the port of Ja- 
lapay, from which they were about feven leagues 
diftant. And now the engagement began, in 
earneft, and for the firft half hour, Mr Anfon 
over-reached the galeon, and lay on her bow, 
where, by the great widenefs of his ports, he 
could traverfe almoft all his guns upon the ene- my, whilft the galeon could only bring a part of 
her’s to bear. Immediately on the commence- 
ment cf the a£tion, the mats, with which the 
galeon had fluffed her netting, took fire, and 
burnt violently, blazing up half as high as the 
mizen top. This accident, fuppofed to be 
caufed by the Centurion’s wads, threw the enemy 
into the uttermofl terror, and alfo alarmed the 
Commodore, for he feared left the galeon flrould 
be burnt, and left he himfelf too might fufter by 
her driving on board him. However, the Spa- 
niards, at laft, freed themfelves from the fire, 
by cutting away the netting, and tumbling the 
whole mafs, which was in flames, into the fea. 
All this interval the Centurion kept her firft ad- 
vantagious pofition, firing her cannon with great 
regularity and brifkrtefs, whilft, at the fame 
time, the galeon’s decks lay open to her top-men, 
who having, at their firft volley, driven the Spa- 
niards from their tops, made prodigious havoc with their fmall arms, killing or wounding eve- 
ry officer but one that appeared on the quarter- 
deck, and wounding, in particular, the general 
of the galeon himfelf. Thus the action proceed- 
ed for at leaft half an hour; but then the Cen- 
turion loft the fuperiority arifing from her origi- 
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nal fituation, and was clofe along-fide the gale- 
on, and the enemy continued to fire brilkly for 
near an hour longer ; yet, even in this polture, 
the Commodore’s grape-fhot fwept their decks fo 
effe£!ually, and the number of their flain and 
wounded became fo confiderable, that they be- 

. gan to fall into great diforder, efpecially as the 
general, who was the life of the a&ion, was no 
longer capable of exerting himfelf. Their con- 
fufion was vifible from on board the Commo- 
dore. For the fhips were fo near, that fome of 
the Spanifli officers were feen running about 
with much affiduity, to prevent the defertion of 
their men from their quarters; but all their en- 
deavours were in vain : for after having, as a 
laft effort, fired five or fix guns with more judg- 
ment than ufual, they yielded up the conteft; and, the galeon’s colours being finged off the 
enfign ftaff' in the beginning of the engagement, 
fhe ftruck the ftandard at her main-top-gallant- 
piaft-head ; the perfon who was employed to 
perform this office having been in imminent peril 
of being killed, had not the Commodore, who 
perceived what he was about, given exprefs or- 
ders to his people to defift from firing. 

Thus was the Centurion poffefTed of this rich 
prize, amounting, in value, to near a million 
and a half of dollars. She was called the No- 
ftra Signora de Cabadonga, and was commanded 
by general Don Jeronima de Mentero, a Portu- 
guefe, who was the moft approved officer for 
Ikill and courage of any employed in that fer- 
vice. The galeon was much larger than the 
Centurion, and had five hundred and fifty men, and thirty-fix guns mounted for a£Uon, befides 
twenty-eight pedreroes in her gun-wa’e, quar- 
ters, and tops, each of which carried a four- 
pound ball. She was very well furniffied with 
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fmall arms, and was particularly provided a- 
gainfl; boarding, both by her - clofe quarters, 
and by a llrong net-work of two inch rope, 
which was laced over her wafte, and was de- 
fended by half pikes. She bad fixty-feven'kiil- 
ed in the action, and eighty-four wounded, 
whilft the Centurion had only two killed, and 
a Lieutenant and fixteen wounded, all of whom 
but one recovered: of fo_ little confequence 
are the moft deftru&ive arms in untutored and 
unpra£tifed hands. 

The treafure thus taken by the Centurion ha- 
ving been, for at leaft eighteen months, the great 
objedt of their hopes, it is impoflible to defcribe 
the tranfport on board, when, after all their re- 
iterated difappointments, they at laft faw their 
wifhes accomplilhed. But their joy was near 
being fuddenly damped by a mod tremenduous 
incident: for, no fooner had the galeon.ftruck, 
than one of the lieutenants coming to Mr Anfon 
to congratulate him on his prize, whifpered him, 
at the fame time, that the Centurion was dan- 
geroufly on fife near the powder-room. The 
Commodore received this dreadful news without 
any apparent emotion, and, taking care not to 
alarm (unpeople, gave the nefcelTary orders for 
extingUilhing the fire, which was happily done 
in a ihort time, though its appearance at firft 
was extremely terrible. It feems fome cartridges 
bad been blown up by accident between decks, and the blaft had communicated its flame to a 
quantity of oakutn in the after-hatch-way, near the after-powder room, where the great /mother 
and fmoke of the oakum occafioned the appre- 
henfionof a more extended and mifchievous con- flagration : all hopes too, of avoiding its fury, 
by efcaping on board the prize,-had inftantly va- 
nifhed; for, at the fame moment, the galeon 
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fell on board the- Centurion on the ftarboard 
quarter, thoughAe was fortunately cleared, with- 
out doing or receiving any confiderable damage. 

The Commodore appointed the Manila veflel 
to be a port fhip in his majefty’s fervice, and gave 
the command of her to Mr Saumarez, his firft 
lieutenant, who, before night, fent on board 
the Centurion all the Spanilh prifoners, except 
fuch As were thought the moft proper to be re- 
tained to aflift in navigating the galeon. And 
flow the Commodore learned, from fome of thefe 
prifoners, that the other (hip which he had kept 
in the port of Acapulco the preceding year, in- 
flead of returning in company with the prefent 
prize, as was expe£ted, had fet fail from Aca- 
pulco alone, much fooner than ufual, and had, 
in all probability, got into the port of Manila 
long before the Centuiion arrived off Cape Efpi- 
ritu Santo; fo that Mr Anfon, notwithftanding 
his prefent fuccefs, had great reafon to regret 
his lofs of time at Macao, which prevented 
him from taking two rich prizes inftead of one. 

The Commodore when the action was ended, 
refolved to make the bell of his way with his 
prize for the river of Canton, being the-meart 
time fully .employed in fecuring his prifoners, 
and in removing the treafure from on board the 
galeon into the Centurion. The laft.of thr fe o- 
perations was too important to be poftponed; for as the navigation to Canton was through feas 
but little known, and where, from the feafon of 
the year, very tempeftuous weather might , be 
expe&ed, it was of great confequence that the 
treafure (hould be fent on board the Centurion, which fhip, by the prefence of the commander 
in chief, the larger number of her hands, and 
her other advantages, was doubtkfs better pro- 
vided againft all the cafualties of winds and feas 
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than the galeon ; and the fecming the prifoners 
v/as a matter of ftill more confequence, as not 
cn!y the pofieffion of t c treafure, bu: the lives 
of the capiors depen^ ed thereon. This was in- 
deed an article which gave the Commodore much 
trouble and difquietude, for they were above 
double the number of his own people; and fome 
of them, when they were brought on board the Centurion, and had obferved how flenderly fhe 
was manned, and the large proportion which the 
ftriplings bore to the reft, could not help expreflk 
ing themfelves with great indignation to be thus 
beaten by a handful of boys. The Method which 
was taken to hinder them from rifing was, by 
placing all but the officers and the wounded in 
the hold, where to give them as much air as pof- 
frble, two hatch-ways were left open ; but then 
(to avoid any danger that might happen, whiltl 
the Centurion’s people fhould be employed upon 
deck, there was a fquare partition of thick planks 
made in the drape of a funnel, which inclofed 
each hatch-way on the lower-deck, and reached 
to that dire&ly over it on the upper-deck ; thefe 
funnels ferved to communicate the air to the hold 
better than could have been done without them, 
and, at the fame time, added greatly to the fe- 
curity of the fnip ; for they being feven or eight 
feet high, it would have been extremely difficult 
for tne Spaniards to have clambered up; and, 
ftill to augment that difficulty, four fwivei guns 
loaded with inufquet-bullets, were planted at 
(he mouth of each funnel, and. a centind with 
lighted match, was ported there, ready to fire 
into the hold amongft them, in cafe of any di- 
fturbance. Their officers, who amounted to fe- 
venteen or eighteen, were a 1 lodged in the firft 
lieutenant’s cabin, under a guard of fix men; 
and the general, as he was wounded, lay in the 
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Commodore’s cabin, with a centinel always with 
him: every prifoner too was fuiRciently apprii'ed^ 
that any violence or diilurbance would be punilh- 
ed with inftant death. And, that the Centu- 
rion’s people might be at all times prepared, if, 
notwithftanding rhefe regulations, any tumult 
fhould arife, the final! arms were conftantly kept 
loaded in a proper place, whilft all the men went 
armed with cutlaffes and prilols; and no officer 
pulled otThis clothes when he flept, or, when he lay down, omitted to have his arms always ready 
by him. 

Thefe meafures were obvioufly neceffisr--, con- fidering the hazards do which the Com mi ire 
and his people would have been exp. led, had 
they been lefs careful. Indeed the fuflfering of 
the poor prifoners, though impoffible to be alle- 
viated, were much to be commiferated ; for the 
weather was extremely hot, the. He-ch o*- ne 
hold loathfome beyond all conception, and their 
allowance 01 water but juft fufficient to keep tn m alive, it not bemg prafticable to fpare them more 
than at the rate of a pint a day for each, the crew 
themfelves having only an allowance of a pint and a half. AH this confidered. it was wonder- 
ful that not a man of them died during their long 
confinement, except three of the wounded, who 
expired the fame nir'ht they were taken; though 
it mu ft be confefled, that the greateft part of them 
were ftrangely rnetamorphofed by the heat of the 
hold ; for when they we re firft brought on board 
they were fightly robuft fellows ; but when, af- 
ter above a month’s imprifonment, they were dif- 
charged in the river of Canton, they were redu- 
ced to mere fkeletons; and their air and looks 
correfponded much more to the conception form- 
ed of ghofts and fpedlres, than to the figure and 
appearance of real men. 
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Thus employed in fecuring the treafure and 

the prifoners, the Commodore, as hath been faid, 
flood for the river of Canton ; and on the 30th 
of June, at fix in the evening, got fight of Cape 
.Delangano, which then bore weft ten leagues di- 
ftant. The next day he made the Bafhee iflands, 
and the wind being fo far to the northward that 
it was difficult to weather them, it was refolved 
to Hand through' between Grafton and Monr mouth iflands, where the paflage feemed to be 
clear, though in getting through, the fea had a 
very dangerous afpe£l, for it ripled and foamed, 
with all the appearances of being full of breakers, 
which was ftill more terrible as it was then night. 
But the fliips got through very fafe, the prize 
keeping a-head ; and it was found, that the agi- 
tation of the fea, which had alarmed them, had 
been occafioned only by a ftrong tide. I muft 
here obferve, that though the Baffiee iflands arc 
ufually reckoned to be no more than five, yet^ 
there are many more lying about them to the 
weftward, which feeing the channels amongft 
them, are not at all known, makes it advifab! e 
for {hips rather to pafs to the northward or fouth-. 
ward than through them; as indeed the Commo- 
dore propofed to have gone to the northward, 
between them and Formofa, had it been poffiblc 
for him to have weathered them. From hence 
the Centurion fleering the proper courfe for the river of Canton, fhe on the 8th of July, difeo- 
vered the ifland of Supata, the weftermoft of the 
Lema iflands, being the double peaked rock par- 
ticularly delineated in the view of the iflands of 
Lema, formerly referred to. This ifland of Su- 
f>ata they made to be a hundred and thirty-nine 
eagues diftant from Grafton’s ifland, and to bear 

from it north 82° : 3“' weft : and on the 1 ith, 
having taken on board two Chiuefe pilots, one 
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for the Centurion, and the other for the prize, 
they came to an anchor oft' the city of Macao. 

I3y th,is time the particulars of the cargo of 
the galeop were well ascertained * and it was 
found, thatfhe had on board ;,313,843 pieces of 
eight, and 35,682 oz. of virgin lilver, befidesfome 
cochineal, and a few other commodities, which, 
however, were but of fmall account in com- 
panion of the fpecie. And this being the Com- 
modore’s laft prize, it hence appears, that all the 
treafure taken by the Centurion, was not much 
fhort of L.400,000 independent of the fhips and 
merchandize, which Are either-burnt or deftroyed, 
and which, by the moll reafonable eftimation, 
could not amount to fo little as L. 600,000 more j 
fo that the whole damage done the enemy by our 
fquadron did doubtlefs exceed;a million fteiTing. 
To which if there be added the great expence of 
the court of Spain, in titting out Pizarro, and in 
paying the additional charges in America,lucur- 
red oii our account, together with the lofs of their 
men of war, the total of all thefe articles will be 
a moil exorbitant fum ; and is the ftrongeft con- 
viction of the utility of this-expedition, which, 
with all its numerous difadvahtages,did yet prove 
fo extremely prejudicial to the enemy. I iftall 
only add,.that there was taken on board the gale- 
on ieveral draughts and journals, from fome of ■which many of the particulars recited in the tenth 
chapter of the fecoud book are colledled. Among 
the reft there was found a chart of all the-ocean between the Philippines and the coaft of Mexico, 
which was what wcs made ufe of by the galeon - 
in her own navigation. A copy of this draught 
corre£led in'fome places by our own obfervations, is here annexed, together with therouteof the ga- 
leon, traced thereon from her own journals, and 
iikewife the route of the Centurion.through, the 
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fame ocean. This is the chart formerly referred 
to in the accoijHt of the Manila trade : but to rea- 
der it ftill more complete, the obferved variation 
of the needle is annexed to feveral parts, both of 
the Spanifti and Englifh track ; which addition is 
of the greateft coniequence, as no obfervations 
of this kind, in the northern parts of the Pacific ocean, have yet to my knowledge been publifh* 
ed ; and as the quantity of that variation fo near- 
ly correfponds to what Dr Hally predifted from 
his theory above fifty years ago. With this di- 
greflion I fhall end this chapter, and leave the 
Centurion and her prize at anchor off Macao,, 
preparing to enter the river of Canton. 

CHAP. IX. 

Tranfa&ions in the river of Canton. 

TH E Commodore having taken pilots on 
board, proceeded with his prize for the ri* 

\'er of Canton : and on the 14th of July, caft 
anchor fhort of the Bocca Tigris, which is a nar- 
row paflage forming the mouth of that river. 
This entrance he propofed to ftand through the 
next day, and to run up as far as Tiger ifiand, 
which is a very fafe road, fecured from all 
winds. But, whilft the Centurion and her 
prize were thus at anchor, a boat with an offi- 
cer was fent off from the Mandarine, com- 
manding the forts at Bocca Tigris to examine 
what the {hips were, and whence they came. 
Mr Anfon informed the officer, that his own 
{hip, was a man of war belonging, to the King 
of Great-Britain, and that the other in com- 
pany with him was a prize he had taken j that 
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he was going into Canton river to Iheher him- 
felf againft the hurricanes which were then ap- 
proaching, and that as foon as the monfoon 
Ihifted, he fhould fet fail for England. The 
officer then defired an account of what men, 
guns, and ammunition were on board, a lift of 
all which, he faid, was to be fent to the go- 
vernment of Canton. But when thefe. articles 
were repeated to him, particularly upon his 
being told that there were in the Centurion 
four hundred firelocks and between three and 
four hundred barrels of powder, he ffirugged 
up his (boulders, and feemed to be terrified 
with the bare recital, faying, that no (hip ever 
came into Canton river armed in that manner; 
adding, that he durft not fet down the whole 
of this force, left it (hould too much alarm 
the regency. After he had finilhed his em 
quiries, and was preparing to depart, he de- 
fired to leave two cuftom-houfe officers behind 
him; on which the Commodore told him, 
that though, as a man of war, he was prohibi- 
ted from trading, and had nothing to do with 
cuftoms or duties of any kind •, yet for the 
fatisfa&ion of the Chinefe, he would permit 
two of their people to be left on board, who 
might themfelves be witnefies how punctually 
he (hould comply with his inftruftions. The 
officer feemed amazed when Mr Anfon men* 
tioned being exempted from all duties ; and an* 
fwered, that the Emperor’s duty muft be paid 
by every fhipthat came into his ports. And it is 
fuppofed that, on this oecafion, private direc* 
tions were given by him to the Chinefe piloti not to carry the Commodore through the Bocca 
Tigris, which makes it necefiary more particu- 
larly to defcribe that entrance. 
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The Bocqa Tigris is a narrow paiTage, little 

more than mufquet-fhot over, formed by two 
points of land, on each of which there is a fort; 
that on the ftarboard-fide being a battery on the 
water’s edge, with eighteen embrafures, but 
where there were np, more than twelve iron can- 
non mounted, feeming to be four or fix poun- 
ders ; the fort on the larboard-Gde rs a large 
caftle, refembling thofe old buildings which here 
in England we often find diftinguifhed by that 
name ; it, is fituated on a high rock, and did n,ot 
appear to be furnilhedwdthmore than eight or ten 
cannon, non? of which were fuppofed to exceed 
fix pounde/s. Thefe are the defences which fe- 
cure the river of Canton, and which the Chinefe 
(extremely defective in all military Ikill) have i* . 
magined were fufficient to prevent an enemy 
from forcing his way through. 

But it is obvious, from the defcription of 
thefe forts, that they could have given no ob- 'i 
ftru&ipn, to Mr Anfon’s paflage, even if they 
had been well fupplied with gunners and flores; 
and therefore, though the pilot, after the Chi- 
nefe officer had been on bpard, refufed at firft 
to take charge of the fhip, till he had leave from 
the forts; yet, as it was necefl'ary to get through 
without any delay, for fear of the bad weather 
which was hourly expefted, the Commodore 
weighed on the 15th, and ordered the pilot to 
carry him by the forts, threatning him that if 
the Ihip ran a-ground he would infta'fitly hang 
him up at the yard-arnh. The pilot, awed by 
thefe threats, carried the lliip, through fafely, 
the forts, not attempting to difpute the paflage. 
Indeed the poor pilot did not efcape the refent- 
ment of his countrymen; for when he came on 
fhore, he was feized and lent toprifon, and was 
rigoroully difcipliued with the bamboo. How-* 
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ever, he found means to get at Mr Anfon after- 
wards} to defire of him forae recompence for 
the ehaftifement he had undergone, and of which 
he carried very iignificant marks about him ; 
Mr Anfon, therefore, in commiferation of his 
fufferings, gave him fuch a fum of money, as 
would at any time have inticed a Chinefe to 
have undergone a dozen bafiinadings. Nor was the pilot the only perfon that fuf. 
fered on this occafion; for the Commodore, foon 
after, feeing fome royal junks pafs b; him from 
Bocca Tigris towards Canton, he learned on in- 
quiry that the Mandarine commanding the forts 
was a prifoner on board them, that he was al- 
ready turned out, and was now carrying to Can- ton, where it was expected he would be feverely 
punifhed for having permitted the thips to pafs. 
Upon the Commodore’s urging the, unreafon- 
ablenefs of this procedure, from the inability of 
the forts to have done otherwife, and explaining 
to' the Chinefe the great fuperiority his {hips 
would have had over the forts, by the number 
and fize of their guns, the Chinefe feemed to 
acquiefce in his reafoning, and allowed, that 
their forts could not have Hopped him ; but they 
{till aflerted, that the Mandarine would infallibly 
fuffer, for not having done what all his judges 
were convinced was impoffible. To fuch inde- 
fenfible abfurdities are thofe obliged to fubmit, who think themfelves concerned to fupport their 
authority, when the necefiary force is wanting. 
But to return. 

On the j6th of July, the Commodore fent his 
fecond lieutenant to Canton, with a letter to 
the Viceroy, informing him of the reafon of 
the Centurion’s putting into that port ; and 
that the Commodore himfelf foon propofed to 
repair to Canton, to pay, a vifit to his excel* 
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lency. The lieutenant was very civilly received* | 
and was promifed that an aulwer fhould be fent 
to the Commodore the hext tlav. In the mean - 
time Mr Anfon gave leave to feveral of the offi- 
cers of the galeon to go to Canton, they enga- ging their parole to teturn in two days. When 
thefe prifoners got to Canton, the regency fent 
for them and examined them, enquiring, parti- 5 
cularly, by what means they came into Mr An- 
fon's power. It luckily happened,' that, on this 
occafion, the prifoneis were honeft enough to 
declare, that as the Kings of Great-Britain and 
Spain were at war, they had propofed ro them- 
felves the taking of the Centurion, and had bore ; 
down upon her with that view, but that the e- 
vent had been contrary to their hopes. And, 4 
being queftioned as to their ufage on Naard, they 
frankly acknowledged that they had 1 n treat- 
ed by the Commodore much better th m they 
believed they fhouid have treated him, he 
fallen into their hands. This confeffion from m 
enemy had great weight with the Chinefe, - ho, 
till then, though they had revered the Commo- 
dore’s military force, had yet fufpe&ed his mo- ] 
rals, and had confidered him rather as a lawleft free-booter, than as one commiffioned by the 
Hate for the revenge of public injuries. But they 
now changed their opinion, and regarded him as 
a more important perfon ; to which, perhaps, 
the vaft treafure of his prize might not a little contribute; the acquifition of wealth being a 
matter greatly adapted to the efteem and reve- 
rence of the Chinefe nation. 

In this examination of the Spainifh prifoners, 
though the Chinefe had no reafon in the main 
to doubt of the account which was given them, 
yet there were mo circumftances w hich appear- 
ed to them fo Angular, as to deferve a more am- 
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pie explanation j one of them wa^ the great dif- 
proportion of men between 1 he Centurion and 
the gaieon ; the other was, the humanity with 
which the peop e of the gaieon were treated af- 
ter they were taken The Mandarines therefore 
alked the Spaniards, how they came to he over- 
powered by lb inferior a force i and how it hap- 
pened, fince the two nations were at war, that 
they were not put to death when they fell into 
the hands of the Englilh ? To the firlt of the en- 
quiries the Spaniards anfwered, that though they 
had i.rre men than the Centurion, yet the hemg 
intended foleiy for war, had a great luperiotity in 
the fize of her guns, and in many other articles, 
over the gaieon, which was a veflel r.ued 
out principally for traffic : and, as to the fecond 
queftion, they told the Chinefe, that amongll 
the nations of Europe, it was not cuftomary to 
put to death thofe who fubmitted; though they 
readily owned, that the Commodore from the 
natural bias of his temper, had treated both them 
and their countrymen, who had formerly been 
in his power, with very unufual courtefy, much 
beyond what they c uld have expected, or than 
was required by the cuttoms eftablilhed between 
nations at war with each other. Thel'e repues 
fuiiy fitisfied the Chinefe, and, at the fame time 
wrought very powerfully in the Commodore’s fa- 
vour. 

On the 20th of July, in the morning, three 
Mandarines with a great number of boats, and a vait retinue, came on board the Centurion, and 
delivered to the Commodore the Viceroy of Can- 
ton’s order for a daily fuppiy of provifions, and 
for pilots to carry the Ihips up the river as far 
as the fecond bar; and, at the fame time, they 
delivered him a mefTage from the Viceroy, in an- 

* fwer to that lent to Canton. The fubitance of 
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the meflage was, that the Viceroy defired to be 
excufed from receiving the Commodore’s vifit du- 
ring the then exceffive hot weather; fcecaufe the 
afl'ertrbling the Mandarines and foldiers neceffary 
to that ceremony, woukl prove extremely incon- 
venient and fatiguing; but that, in September, 
when the weather wtjuM be more temperate, he 
flioiild be glad to fee both the Conrmodpre him- 
felf, and the Ettglifh captain of the other fliip 
that was with him As Mr Anfon knew that 
an exprefs had been difpatched to the court at 
Pekin, with an account of the Centurion and 
her prize being arrived in the river of Canton, he 
had no doubt but the principal motive for put- 
ting off this vifit Was, that the regency of Can- 
ton might gain time to receive the Emperor’s in- 
ftruftions about their behaviour on this unufual 
affair. 

When the Mandarines had delivered their mef- 
fage, they began to talk to the Commodore about 
the duties to be paid by his fhips : but he imme- diately told them, that he would never fubmit to 
any demand of that kind; that, as he neither 
brought any merchandrfe thither, nor intended 
to carry any away, he cou'ri not be reafonably 
deemed within the meaning of the emperor’s or- 
ders, which were doubtlefs calculated for tra- 
ding veffels onlv ; adding that no duties were e- 
ver demanded of men of war, by nations accu- 
ftomed to their reception, and that his maker’s 
orders exprefsly forbad him from paying any ac- 
knowledgment for his fhips anchoring in any 
port whatever. 

The Mandarines being thus cut fhort on the 
fubjeft of the duty, they faid they had another 
matter to mention, which was the only remain- 
ing one they had in charge ; this was a requeft 
to the Commodore that he would releafe the 
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prifoners he had taken on board the galeon ; for 
that the Viceroy of Canton apprehended the em- 
peror, his mafter, might be difpJeafed, if he 
(heuid be informed that perfons, who were his 
allies, and carried on a great commerce with his 
fubjetls, were under confinement in his domi- 
nions. Mr Anfon was himfelf extremely ,defi- 
rous to get rid of the Spaniards, having, on his 
firft arrival, fent about an hundred of them to 
Macao', and thofe who remained, which were 
near four hundred more, were on many accounts 
a great incumbrance to him However, to in- 
hance the favour, he at firft raifed fome diffi- 
culties : but, permitting himfelf to be prevailed 
on, he, at laft, told the Mandarines, that to 
fhow his readinefs to oblige the Viceroy, he would 
releafe the prifoners, whenever they, the Chi- 
nefe, would order boats to fetch them off. This 
matter being thus adjufted, the ?dandarines de- 
parted ; and, on the 28th of July, two Chineis 
junk, were fent from Canton to take on board ■ the prifoners, and to carry them to Macao. And 
the Commodore, agreeable t6 his promife, dif- 
mifled them all, and directed his purfer to allow 
them eight days provifion for their fubfiftence 
during their failing down the river ; fince before 
they were difpatched, the Centurion war arrived 
at her moorings, above the fecond bar; where 
fhe and her prize propofed to continue till the 
monfoon fhifted. 

Though the fhips, in confequence of the Vice- 
roy’s permit, found no difficulty in purchafing 
provifions for their daily confumption •, yet it 
was impofiible the Commodore could proceed to 
England, without laying in a large quantity bo‘h 
of provifions and naval ftores for his ufe during 
the voyage. The procuring this fupply was at- 
tended with much perplexity ; for there were 
people at Canton who had undertaken to furniih 
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him with bifcuit, and whatever elfe he wanted ; 
and his liiiguift, towards the middle of Septem- 
ber, had afiured him from day to day, that all ■was ready, and would be fent on board him im- 
mediately. But a fortnight being elapfed, and 
nothing brought, the Commodore fent to Can- 
ton, to enquire more particulary into the reafons 
of this difappointment: and he had foon the vex- 
ation to be informed, that the whole was an il- lufion; that no order had been procured from 
the Viceroy, to furnilh him with his fea-ftores, 
as had been pretended ; that there was no bif- cuit baked, nor any one of the articles in readi- 
nefs, which had been promifed him, nor did it appear that the contradlors had taken the lealt 
ftep to comply with their agreement. This was 
molt difagreeable news, and made it fufpe&ed, 
that the furnilhing the Centurion for her return 
to Great Britain might prove a more troublefome matter than had been hitherto imagined, efpe- 
cially too, as the month of September was near- 
ly ended, without Mr Anfon’s having received 
any meflage from the Viceroy of Ganton. 

And here, perhaps it might be expedbed, that 
a fatisfadbory account Ihould be given of the mo- 
tives of the Chinefe for this faithlefs procedure. However, as I have already, in a former chap- 
ter, made fome kind of conjectures about a fimi- 
lar event, I fliall not repeat them again in this 
place; but fhall content myfelf with obferving, 
that, after all, it may perhaps be impoffible for 
an European, ignorant of the cuftoms and man- 
ners of that nation, to be fully apprifed of the 
real incitements to this behaviour. Indeed, thus 
much may undoubtedly be aflerted, that, in ar- 
tifice, fallhood, and an attachment to all kinds 
of lucre, many of the Chinefe are difficult to be parallelled by any other people. But then, the 
particular application of thefe talents, and the 
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manner in which they operate on every emer- 
gency, are often beyond the reach of a foreigner’s 
penetration: fo that, though it may be furely 
concluded that the Chinefe had fome interell in 
thus amufing the Commodore, yet it may not be 
eafy to afiign the individual views by which they 
were influenced. And that I may not be thought 
too fevere, in afcribing to this nation a fraudu- 
lent and felfifh turn of temper, fo contradictory 
to the character given of them in the legendary 
accounts of the Romilh millionaries, I ihall here 
mention an extraordinary tranfadtion or two, 
which I conceive will be fome kind of confirma- 
tion of what I have advanced. 

When the Commodore lay firft at Macao, one 
of his officers, who had been extremely ill, de- fired leave of him to go on fhore everv day on a 
neighbouring ifland, imagining that a walk upon 
the land would contribute greatly to the relto- 
xing of his health. The Commodore would have 
difluadcd him from it, fufpe&ing the tricks of the Chinefe ; but the officer continuing importu- 
nate, in the end the boat was ordered to carry 
him thither. The firil day he was put on fh re 
he took his exercife, and returned w ithout recei- 
ving any moleftation, or even feeing any of the 
inhabitantsi but the fecond day he was aflault- ed, juft; after his arrival, by a great number qf 
C hinefe, who had been hoeing rice in the neign- 
bourhood, and who beat him fo violently with 
the handles of their hoes, that they foon laid 
him on the ground, incapable of refinance; after 
which they robbed him, taking from him his 
fword, the hilt of which was filver; his money, 
his watch, gold-headed cane, fnuff-box, fleeve- 
buttons, and hat, with feveral other trinkets. In 
the mean time the boat’s crew, wrho were at a little diftance, and had no arms of any kind with 
them, were incapable of giving him any relief; 
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till atlaft, one of them flew on the fellow who 
had the fword in his poflellion, and wrefting it 
out of his hands, drew it, and was prepaiing to 
fall on theChinefe, fome ol whom he could not 
have failed of killing; but the officer, perceiving 
what he was about, immediately ordered him to defift, thinking it more prudent to fubmit to the 
prefent violence, than to embroil his commander 
in an inextricable fquabble with the Chinefe go- 
vernment, by the death of their fubje£Is; which 
calntnefs in this gentleman was the more meri- 
torious, as he was known to be a perlon of an 
uncommon fpirit, and of a fomewhat baity tem- 
per. By this means the Chinefe fpeedily reco- 
vered the pofTeflion of the fword, when they per- 
ceived it was prohioited to be made ufe of againll 
them, and carried off their whole booty unmo- 
Leffed. No fooner were they gone, than a Chi- 
nefe on horfe-back, very well drefled, and who 
had the air and appearance of a gentleman, came 
down to the fea-fide, and, as far as could be un- 
derftood by his figns, feemed to cenfure the eon- 
du£tofhis countrymen, and to commiferate the 
officer, being wonderfully officious to aflilt in 
getting him on board the boat: but notwitblland- 
ing this behaviour, it was fhrewdly fufpeded 
that he wras an accomplice in the theft, and time 
fully made out the juftice of thofe fufpicions. 

When the boat returned on board, and the of- 
ficer reported what had paffed to the Commo- 
dore, he immediately complained of it to the 
Mandarine who attended to fee his fliip fupplied ; 
but the Mandarine coolly obferved, that the boat 
ought not to have gone on fhore, promifing, how- 
ever, that if the thieves could be found, they 
fhould be punifhed : though it appeared plain e- 
nough, by his manner of anfwering, that he 
would ffever give himfelf any trouble in fearch- 
ing them out. However, a confiderable time at- 
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terwards, when fome Chinefe boars were fdling 
provifions to the Centurion, the perfon who had 
wrefted the fword from the Chinefe came with 
eagernefs to the Commodore, to affure him that 
one of the principal thieves was then in a provi. 
Con boat along fide the Ihip : and the otlicer who 
had been robbed, viewing the fellow on this re- 
port, and well remembering his face, orders were 
immediately given to ferze him; and he was ac-t 
eordingly fecured on board the flap, where llrange 
difcoveries were now made. 

This thief, on his being firft apprehended, ex- 
prefled fo much fright in his countenance, that 
it was feared he would have died upon the fpot; 
the Mandarine too, who attended the fhip, had 
vifibly no fmall fltare of concern on the occafron. 
Indeed he had reafon enough to be alarmed, fince 
it was foon apparent that he had been privy to 
the whole robbery; for the Commodore decla- 
ring that he would not deliver up the thief,* but 
would himfelf order him to be fhot, the Man- 
darine immediately put off the magifterial air, 
with which he had at firft pretended to demand 
him, and begged his releafe in the moft abje£t 
manner. But the Commodore feemingtobe in- 
flexible, there came on board in lefs than two 
hours time, five or fix of the neighbouring Man- 
darines, who all joined in the lame entreaty; and 
with a vew of facilitating their fuit,; offered a 
large fum of money for the fellow’s liberty. 
Whilft they were thus foliciting, it was ditco- 
vered that the Mandarine, the molt a£tive amongft 
them, and who was thence prefumed to be the 
moft interefted in the event, was the very gen- 
tleman who rode up to the officer, juft after the 
robbery, and who pretended to be fo much dif- 
pleafed at the villainy of his countrymen. On. further enquiry it was alfo found, that he was 
thcMandarine of the ifiand, and that he had* by 
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the authority of his office, ordered the peafants 
to commit that infamous a£Hon. Thiseafily ac- 
counted for his extraordinary vigilance in the 
prefent conjun&ure; fince as far as could be col- 
lected from the broken hints which were cafual- 
ly thrown out, it feemed, that he and his bre- 
thren, who were every one privy to the tranfac- 
tion, were terrified with the fear of being called 
before the tribunal at Canton, where the firlt ar- 
ticle of their punifhment would be, the {tripping 
them of all they were worth; though their judges 
(however fond of inflicting a chaftifement fo lu- 
crative to themfelves) were, perhaps, of as taint- 
ed a complexion as the delinquents. Mr Anfon 
was not difpleafed to have caught the Chinefe in 
this dilemma; he entertained himfelf for fome 
time with their perplexity, rejecting their money 
with fcorn, appearing inexorable to their pray- 
ers, and giving out that the thief fhould certain- 
ly be {hot; but as he then fore-faw that he fhould 
be obliged to lake fhelter in their ports a fecond 
time, when the influence he might hereby acquire 
over the magiftrates would be of great fervice to 
him, he at length permitted himfelf to be per- 
fuaded, and, as a favour, releafed his prifoner; 
though not till the Mandarine had collected and 
returned all that had been ftolen from the officer 
even to the minuteft trifle. 

But, notwithftanding this inftance of the 
good intelligence between the magiftrates and cri- 
minals, the ftrong addiction of theChinefe to lucre 
often promps them to break through this awful 
confederacy, and puts them on defrauding the 
authority that proteCts them, of its proper quo- 
ta of the pillage. For, not long after the a- 
bove-mentioned tranfaCtion (the former JVlanda- 
rine, attendant on the Ihip, being in the mean 
time relieved by another) the Commodore loft a 
top-maft from his ftcm, which on the moft dili- 



Chap. IX. ROUND THE WORLD. 251 
gent enquiry, could not be traced out. As it 
was not his own, but had been borrowed at Ma- 
cao to heave down by, and was not to be re- 
placed in that part of the world, he was ex-? 
tremely defiraus to recover it, and publilhed a 
confiderable reward to any one who would bring 
it him again. There were fufpicions, from the 
firft, of its being ftollen, which made him con* 
elude, that a reward was the liklieft method of 
getting it back. Hereupon, foon after, the 
Mandarine informed him, that fome of his the 
Mandarine’s attendants, bad found the top-maft, 
defiring the Commodore to fend his boats to 
fetch it, which being done,- the Mandarine’s 
people received the promifed reward. It Teems 
the Commodore had told the Mandarine, that he 
would make him a prefent befides, on account of 
the care he had taken in dirc£ting it to be fearched 
for; and accordingly Mr Anfon gave a fum of 
money to his linguift, to be delivered to the 
Mandarine; but the linguilt knowing that the 
Chinefe had been paid, and ignorant that a fur- 
ther prefent had been promifed, kept the mo- 
ney himfelf. However, the Mandarine, fully 
confiding in Mr Anfonfs word, and fufpe£ting 
the linguift, he took occafion one morning to ad- 
mire the fize of the Centurion’s mafts, and thence 
on a pretended hidden recollection, he made a digreffion to the top-maft which had been loft, 
and alked Mr Anfon if he had not got it again. 
Mr Anfon prefently perceived the bent of his 
converfation, and enquired of him if he had not received the money from the linguift, and, find- 
ing he had not, he offered to pay it him upon 
the fpot. Rut this the Mandarine refufed, ha- ving now fomewhat more in view than the fum 
which had been detained ; for, the next day, the 
linguift was feized, and was doubtlefs mulcted 
of whatever he had gotten in the Commodore’s 
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fervice, which was fuppofed to be little lefs than 
two thoufand dollars, being betides fo feverdy 
baftinadofed, that it was wonderful he efcaped 
with his life. And when he was upbraided by 
the Commodore (to whom he afterwards came a- 
begging) with his folly in rilking his fevere cba- 
ftifement,' and the lofs of all he was worth, for 
the lucre of fifty dollars, the prefent of which 
he defrauded the Mandarine : he had no other 
excufe to make, than the ftrongbias 6f-his nation 
to difhonefty, replying, in his broken jargon, “ Chinefe man very great rogUte truly, but have 
“ fafiiion, no can help.” 

It were endlefs to recount all the artifices, 
extortions, arid frauds, which were pra&ifed 
on the Commodore and his people by this inte'* 
relied race. The method of buying provifions in China being by weight, the tricks the Chi- 
nefe made ufe of to augment the weight of what 
they fold to the Centurion were almoft incre- 
dible. One time a large quantity of fouls and ducks 
being brought for the fhip's (lore, the greatefi: 
part of them prefently died ; this fpread a gene- 
ral alarm onboard; it being apprehended that 
they had been killed by poifdn ; but, on exami- 
nation, it appeared that it was only owing to 
their being crammed with Hones and gravel to 
increafe their weight, the quantity thus forced 
into moll of the ducks being found to amount to 
ten ounces in each. The hogs too, which were 
bought teady kiljed of the Chineft butchers, had 
water injefired irttb them for the fame purpofe; 
fo thata carcafe, hungup all night that the water 
might drain from it had loft above a ftone of its 
weight. And when, to avoid this cheat, the hogs 
were bought alive, it was difeovered that the Chi- 
nefe gave them fait to increafe their tftirft ; and, 
having thus excited them to drink great quanti- 
ties of water, they then took mea fares to pre- 
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vent their difcharging it again by urinej and 
fold the tortuted animal in tins inflated ilate.* 
V/hen the Commodore firft put to fea from Ma- 
cao, they praftifed an artifice of another kind ; 
for as the Chinefe never fcruple eating any food 
that dies of itfelf, they contrived, by feme fe- 
cret pradUceS, that great part of his live fea-flore 
fhould die in a Ihort time after it was put on 
board, hoping to make a fecortd profit of the 
dead carcafles, which they expefttd wpuld be 
tli!own ov^r-board; and two thirds of the hogs 
dying before the Centurion was out of fight of land, many of the Chinefe boats followed her, 
only to pick up the carrion. Thefe inftances may 
ferve as a fpecimen of the manners of this cele- 
brated nation, which is often recommended to the 
fed of the world as a pattern 6f all kinds of lau- 
dilvc qualities. But to return : 

The Commodore, towards r he end of Septem 
her, having found out (ns has been faid) that thofe 
who had contra&ed to fupp'y him with feaprovi- 
fions and llores, had deceived him, and that the 
Viceroy had not invited him to an interview, ac- 
cording to his promife, he faw it would be impof- 
fible for him to furmount the difficulti'es he was 
under, without going to Canton and vifiting the 
Viceroy. And therefore, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, he fent a meffage to the Mandarine who at- 
tended the Centurion, to inform him, that he, the 
Commodore, intended on the firfl; of Odlober, to 
proceed in his boat to Canton ; adding, that the' 
day after he got therd, he fhould notify his arrival 
to the Viceroy, and fhould defire him to fix a'time 
for his audience This mefTage being delivered 
to the Mandarine, he returned no other anfwer, 
than that he would acquaint the Viceroy with the^ 
Commodore’s intentions. In the mean time all 
things' were prepared for this expedition 5 and 
the boat’s crew which Mr Anfon propofed to take 
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with him, were clothed in an uniform drefs, re- 
femblir\g that of the watermen on the Thames ;; they were in number eighteen and a coxfwain ; 
they had fcarlot jackets and blue filk waiftcoats, 
the whole trimmed with filver buttons, befides* 
filver badges on their jackets and caps. As it 
v/as apprehended, and even aiTerted, that the payment of the cuflomary duties for the Cen- 
turion and her prize would be demanded by the 
regency of Canton, and would be infilled on,, 
previous to their granting a permiflion to vittual 
the Ihip for her future voyage, the Commodore,, 
who was refolved never to eftablifli fo difhonour- 
able a precedent, took all poffible-precaution to 
prevent the Chinefe from,facilitating the fuccefs 
of their unreafonab'e pretenfions, bv having him 
in their power at Carton. And therefore, the 
better to fecure his Ihip, and the great treafurc 
on board her, againft their projects, he appoint- 
ed his firft lieutenant, Mr Brett, to be captain of 
the Centurion under him, giving him proper in- 
flrudtions for his condufl ; directing him particu- 
larly, if he the Commodore Ihouldbe detained at 
Canton, on account of the duties in dilpute, to 
take out the men from the Centurion’s prize, 
and to deftroy her, and then to proceed down 
the river through the Bocca Tigris, with the Cen- 
turion alone, and to remain with out that entrance, 
till he received further orders from Mr Anfon. 

Thefe neceflary Heps being taken, which were 
not unknown to the Chinefe, it Ihould feem as 
if their deliberations were in fome fort perplex- 
ed thereby. It is reafonable to imagine, that 
they were in general very defirous of getting the duties to be paid them ; not, perhaps, folely in 
conlideration of the amount of thofe dues, but 
to keep up their reputation for addrefs and fub- 
tlety, and to avoid the imputation of receding 
from claims on which they had already fo fre- 
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quently infilled. However, as they now fore- 
faw that they had no other method of fucceeding 
than by violence, and that even againlt this the 
Commodore was prepared, they were at lait dif- 
pofed, I conceive, to let the affair drop rather 
than entangle themfelves in an hoftile meafure, 
which they found would only expoie them to the 
rifk of having the whole navigation of their port 
deftroyed, without any certain profpedl of gain- 
ing their favourite point. 

But though there is reafon to conclude that 
thefe were their thoughts at that time, yet they 
could not depart at once from the evafive con- 
du& to which they had hitherto adhered. Since 
when the Commodore, on the morning of the 
ill of Ottober, was prepairng to fet out for Can- 
ton, his linguill came to him from the Manda- 
rine who attended the {hip, to tell him that a 
letter had been received from the Viceroy of 
Canton, defiring the Commodore to put off his 
going thither for two or three days. The reality 
of this meflage was not then queftioned ; but, 
in the afternoon of the fame day, another lin- 
guifl came on board, who with much feeming 
fright, told Mr Anfon, that the Viceroy had ex- 
pected him up that day, that the council was 
aflembled, and the troops had been under arms 
to receive him ; and that the Viceroy was high- 
ly offended at the difappointment, and had fent 
the Commodore’s linguill to prifon chained, 
fuppofing that the whole had been owing to the 
linguifl’s negligence. This plaufible tale gave 
the Commodore great concern, and made him 
apprehend, that there was fome treachery defin- 
ed him which he could not yet fathom. And 
though it afterwards appeared that the whole 
was a fiClion, not one article of it having the 
lea ft foundation ; yet, for reafons belt known to 
themfelves, this falihood was fo well fupported 
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,by the artifices of the Chincfe merchants at Can- 
ton, that, three days afterwards, the' Commo- 
dore received a letter figned by all the fupercar* 
goes of the Engliih fhips then at that piace, ex- 
preffing their great uneafincfs about what had 
happened, and intimating their fears, that fome 
intuit would be offered to his boat, if he came 
thither before the Viceroy was fu ly fatifsfied of 
.the miftake. To this letter Mr Anfon replied, 
that he did not believe.there had been a mift.ike; 
but was perftjaded it was a forgery of the Chi- 
nefe to prevent his vifiting the Viceroy ; that 
therefore he would certainly come up to Canton’ 
on the ruh of O&ober, confident that the Chi- 
nefe would not dare to offer him any infult, as 
well knowing that he fhould want neither power 
nor inclination to make them a proper return. 

On the t uh of Oftober, the Commodore, con- 
nuing firm to his refolution, all the fupercargo.es 
of the Englifh, Danifh, and .Swedifh fhips, came 
on board the Centurion, to accompany him to 
Canton, for which place he fet out in his barge 
the fame day, attended by his own boats and 
by thofe pf the trading fhips, which on this oc- caiion fcnt their boats to augment his retinue. 
As he paff d .by Wampo, where the European veflt ls lay, he was faluted by all of them but the 
E: eh, and in the evening he arrived fafely at 
Canton. His reception in that city, and the 
moll material tranfaeftions from henceforward, 
till ,the expedition was brought to a period, by 
the return of the Centurion to Great Britain, 
ihafl be the fubjeft of the enfuing chapter. 

CHAP. X. 
Proceedings at the ci?y of Canton, and 

the return of the Centurion to England. 
Y\ 

HEN the Commodore arrived at Conton, 
he was vifited by the principal Chinefe 
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merchants, who affe£ted to be very much plea- 
fed that he had met with no obitruftion in get- 
ting thither ; and who thence pretended to con- 
clude, that the Viceroy was fatisfied about the 
former miilake, the reality of which they ftill in- 
filled on. In the cohverfation which palled up- 
on this occafion, they took care to infinuate, 
that, as foon as the Viceroy fiiould be informed 
that Mr Anfon was at Canton, which they pro- 
mifed fhould be done the next morning, they were 
perfuaded a time would be immediately appoint- 
ed for the vifit, which was the principal bufmefs 
that had brought the Commodore to that city. 

The next day the merchants returned to Mr 
Anfon, and told him, that the Viceroy was then 
fo fully employed in preparing his difpatches for 
Pekin, that there was no getting admittance to 
him at prefent; but that they had engaged one 
of the officers of his court to give them informa- tion as foon as he fhould be at leifure, when they 
propofed to notify Mr Anion’s arrival, and to en- 
deavour to fix the audience. The Commodore 
was already too well acquainted with their aiti- 
fices not to perceive that this was a falfhood: amt 
had he confulted only his own judgment, he 
would have applied diredlly to the Viceroy by o- 
tbei hands. But the Chinefe merchants had fo 
far prepofielTed the fupercargoes of our ihips with chimerical fears, that they, the fupercargoes, 
were extremely apprehenfive of being embroiled with the government, and of fuffering in their 
intereft, if thofe meafures were taken which ap- 
peared to Mr Anfon at that time to be the moll 
prudential; and therefore, left the malice and 
double-dealing of the Chinefe might have given 
rife to fome finifter incident, which would be 
afterwards laid at his door, he refolved to con- 
tinue paffive as long as it ftiould appear that re 
loft no time by thus fufpending his own opinion. 
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In purfuance of this refolution, he propofed to the 
Englifh, that he would engage not to take any 
immediate ftep himfelf for getting admittance to 
the Viceroy, provided the Chinefe, who contract- 
ed to furnifh his provifions, would let him fee 
that his bread was baked, his meat falted, and 
his ftores prepared with the utmolf difpatch-, but 
if, by the time when all was in readinefs to be 
flipped off, which it was fuppofed would be in 
about forty days, the merchants fhould not have 
procured the government’s permiffion to’fend it 
on board, then the Commodore was determined 
to apply to the Viceroy himfelf. Thefe were 
the terms 3V!r Anfon thought proper to offer to 
quiet the uneafmcfs of the fupercargoes; and n<5t- 
withftandingtheapparentequityoftheconditions, 
many difficulties and obje£Hons were urged ; nor 
would the Chinefe agree to the propofal till the 
Commodore had confented to pay for every ar- 
ticle he befpoke before it was put in hand. How- 
ever, at laft, the contra£f being pad, it was fome 
jatisfaCtion to the Commodore to be certain that 
his preparations were now going on ; and, be- 
ing himfelf on the fpot, he took care to haften 
them as much as poffible. 

During this interval, in which the ftores and 
provifions were getting ready, the merchants con- 
tinually entertained Mr Anfon with accounts of 
their various endeavours to procure a licence 
from the Viceroy, and their frequent difappoint- 
ments. This was now a matter of amufement 
to the Commodore, as he was fully fatisfied there 
was not-one word of truth in any thing they faid. 
But when all was compleated, and wanted only 
to be fhipped, winch was about the 24th of No- 
vember, at which time too the N. E- monfoon 
was fet in, he then refolved to demand an audi- 
ence of the Viceroy, as he was perfuaded that, 
without this ceremony, the grant of a permiffion 
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to take his (lores on board would meet with great 
difficulty. On the 24th of November, therefore, 
Mr Anfon fent one of his officers to the Manda- 
rine who commanded the guard of the principal 
gate of the city of Canton, with a letter directed 
to the Viceroy. When this letter was delivered 
to the Mandarine, he received the officer who 
brought it very civilly, and tool^ down the coni- 
teats of it in Chinefe, and promifed, that the 
Viceroy ffiould be immediately acquainted with 
it; but told the officer it was not neceffiary he 
ftiould wait for an anfwer, becaufe a meilage 
would be fent to the Commodore himfclf. 

When Mr Anfon firft determined to write this 
letter, he had been under great difficulties about 
a proper interpreter, as he was well aware, that none of the Chinefe, ufually employed as linguilts, 
could be relied on ; but he at laft prevailed with Mr Flint, an Englifh gentleman belonging to the 
factory, who fpoke Chinefe perfedlly well, to accompany his officer. This perfon, who upon 
that occafion, and many others, was of Angular 
fervice to the Commodore, had been left at Can- ton, when a youth, by the late Captain Rigby. 
The leaving him there to learn the Chinefe lan- guage was a ftep taken by that Captain, merely 
from his own perfuafion of the confiderable ad- 
vantages which the Eaft India Company might 
one day receive frem an Engliffi interpreter: a'nd 
though the utility of this meafure has greatly ex- 
ceeded all that was expedited from it, yet I have 
not heard that it has been to this hour imitated; 
but we imprudently chufe, except in this Angle 
inltance, to carry on the vail tranfadlions at the port of Canton, either by the ridiculous jargon 
of broken Englilh, which fome few of the Chi- 
nefe have learned, or by the fufpe&ed interpreta- tion of the linguilts of other nations. 

Two days after the fending the above-mention- 
Z 2 
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ed letter, a fire broke out in the fuburbs of Can- I 
ton On the firft alarm Mr Anfon went thither I 
with his officers, and his boat's crew, to aid the ] 
Chinefe. When he came there he found that it ] 
had begun in a failor’s fhade, and that, by the 
flightnefs of the buildings, and the aukwardnefs ] 
of the Chinefe, it was getting head a-pace. How- 1 
ever, he perceived, that, by pulling down fome 
of the adjacent fhades, it might eafily be extin- 
guifhed ; and particularly, obferving that it was 
tin. ' running along a wooden cornice, which 
blazed fiercely, and would immediately commu- 
n .ate the flame to a great diftance, he ordered 
his people, to begin with tearing away that cor- 
nice. This was prefently attempted, and would 
have been executed ; but, in the mean time, he 
was told that, as there was no Mandarine there, 
who alone has a power to direft on thefe occa- 
fions,, the Chinefe would make him, the Com- 
modore, anfwerable for whatever fhould be pul- 
led down by his command Hereupon Mr An- 
fon and his attendants defifled ; and he fent them 
to the Englifh fa£f:ory, to aflifl: in fecuring the 
company’s treafure and effe&s, as it was eafy to 
forefee, that no diftance was a prote£lion againft 
the rage of fuch a fire where fo little was done 
to put a flop to it; fince all the while, the Chi- 
nefe contented themfelves with viewing it, and 
now and then holding one of their idols near it which they feemed to expe& fhould check its 
progrefs. Indeed, at laft, a Mandarine came out 
of the city, attended by four or five hundred 
firemen : thefe made fome feeble efforts to pull 
down the neighbouring houfes; but by that time 
the fire had greatly extended itfelf, and was got 
aniongft the merchants warehoufes; and the Chi- nefe firemen, wanting both fldll and fpirit, were 
incapable of checking its violence, fo that its fu- 
ry increafed upon them, and it was feared the 
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whole city would be deftroyed. In this general 
confufion the Viceroy himfelf came thither, and 
the Commodore was fent to, and was entreated 
to afford his afliftance, being told that he might 
take any meafures he ihould think mod prudent 
in the prefent emergency. Upon this meffage 
he went thither a fecond time, carrying with him 
about forty of his people, who, in the fight of 
the whole city, exerted themfelves after fo extta- 
ordinary a manner, as in that country was alto- 
gether without example. For, behaving with 
the agility and bo'dnefs peculiar to failors, they 
were rather animated than deterred by. the flames 

_ and falling buildings among!!: which they wrought; 
whence it was not uncommon to fee the moft 
forward of them tumble to the ground on the 
roofs, and amidft the ruin of houfes, which their 
own efforts brought down under them. By their 
refolution and activity the fire was foon extin- 
guilhed, to the amazement of the Chinefe ; and 
it fortunately happened too, that the buildings, 
being all on one floor, and the materials flight, 
the feamen, notwithftanding their daring beha- 
viour, efcaped with no other injuries than fome 
confiderable bruiles. 

The fire,, though at laft luckily extinguilhed, 
did great mifchief during the time it continued 
for it confumed an hundred Ihops, and eleven 
flreets full of warehoufes, fo that the damage a- 
mounted to an immenfe fum ; and one of the Chi- 
nefe merchants, well known to the Englilh, whole 
name v/as Succoy, was fuppofed for his own (hare,, 
to have loll near two hundred thou fa nd pound 
Sterling. It raged indeed with unufual violence for in many of the warehoufes there were large 
quantities of camphire, which greatly added to its fury, and produced a column of exceeding 
white flame, which blazed up into the air to fuch, 
a prodigious height, that it was diltin&iy feed.on: 
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Lonrfl the Centurion, though fhe was at kaft 
thirty miles'diftant. 

Vv'hillt the Commodore and his people were 
labouring at the fire, and the terror of its becom- 
ing general Hill pofiefled the whole city, feveral 
of the molt confiderable Chinefe merchants' 
came to Mr Anfon, to defire that he would let 
each of them have one of his foldiers (for fuch 
they (tiled his boat’s crew from the uniformity of 
their drefs) to guard their warehoufes and dwel- 
ling-houfes, which from the known diihonefly 
of the populace, they feared would be pillaged in 
the tumult. Mr Anfon granted them this re- 
queft, and all the men drat he thus furnilhed be- , 
haved much to the fijtisfadtion of the merehants, 
who afterwards highly applauded their great dili- 1 
gence and fidelity. 

By this means, the relolution of the Engliili in 
maftering the fire, and their trufty and prudent 
condudf wherethey wereemployed as fafe-guards, 
was the general fubjedt of eonverfation amongft the Chinefe. And the next morning, many of the 
principal inhabitants waited on the Commodore to 
thank him forhisaffiftance, franklyowningtohim 
that he had preferved their city from being total- 
ly confumed, as they could have never extinguifh- 
c-d the fire of themfelves. Soon after too, a mefiage came to the Commodore from the Vice- 
roy, appointing the goth of November for his- audience *, which fudden refolution of the Vice- 
roy, in a matter that had been fo long agitated in vain, was alfo owing to the frgnal ferviees perform- 
ed by Mr Anfon and his people at the fire, of vvhich the Viceroy himfelf had been in fome mea- 
fure an eye-witnefs. ■ The fixing this Kufinefs of ihe audience was, on 
every account, a circumdance with which Mr 
Anfon was much pleafed ; fince he was fatisfied 
sh/iChinefe government would nettave determin- i 
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ed this point, without having agreed among 
themfelves to give up the pretenfions to the du- 
ties they claimed, and to grant him all he could 
reafonably alk. For as they well knew the Com- 
modore’s fentiments, it would have been a piece 
of imprudence, not confident with their refined 
cunning, to have admitted him to an audience 
only to have contefted with him. Being therefore 
himfelf perfe&ly-eafy about the refult of his vifit,' 
he niade the neceflary preparations againll the 
day, and engaged Mr Flint, whom I have men- 
tioned before, to a£l as interpreter in the confe- 
rence ; and Mr Flint in this affair, as in all others, 
acquitted himfelf much tothe Commodore’s fatis- 
faction, repeating with great boldnefs, and doubt- 
lefs with exa&nefs, whatever was given him in 
charge ; a part which no Chinefe linguift would 
have performed with any tolerable fidelity. 

At ten o’clock in the morning on the day ap- 
pointed, a Mandarine came to the Commodore, 
to let him know that the Viceroy was prepared, 
and expe&ed him, on which the Commodore and 
Ins retinue immediately fet out. As foon as he 
entered the outer gate of the city, he found a 
guard of two hundred foldiers ready to receive him ; thefe attended him to the great parade be- 
fore the Emperor’s palace, where the Viceroy then recided. In this parade a body of troops, 
to the number of ten thoufand, were drawn up 
under arms, who made a very fine appearance, 
they being-all of them new-cloathed for this ce- 
remony. Mr Anfon with his retinue having 
paffed through the middle of them, he was then 
comlu&ed to the great hall of audience, where 
he found the Viceroy feated under a rich canopy 
in the Emperor’s chair of ftate* with all his coun- 
cil of Mandarines attending. Here there was a 
vacant feat prepared for the Commodore, in 
which be was placed- on his arrival, fie was 
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ranked third in order from the Viceroy* there 
being only the two chiefs of the law and of the 
treafury, who, in the Chinefe government, have 
precedents of all military officers. When the 
Commodore was feated, he addreffed himfelf to 
the Viceroy by his interpreter, and began with re- 
citing the various methods he had formerly taken 
to get an audience; adding that he imputed the 
delays he had met with to the infincerity of thofe 
he had employed ; and that he had therefore no other means left then to fend, as he had done 
his own officer with a letter to the gate. On the 
mention of this the Viceroy interrupted the in- 
terpreter, and bid him affure Mr Anfon, that 
the firft knowledge they had of his being at Can- 
ton was from that letter. Mr Anfon then pro- 
ceeded, and told him, that the fubjedfs of the 
King of Great-Britain trading to China had com- 
plained to him, the Commodore, of the vexa- 
tious impofitions both of the merchants, and in- 
ferior cuflomhoufe officers, to which they were 
frequently neceffitated to fubmit, by reafon of 
the difficulty of getting accefs to the Mandarines 
who alone could grant them redrefs *, that it was 
his, Mr Anfon’s duty, as an officer of the King 
of Great Britain, to lay before the Viceroy thefe 
grievances of the Britifh fubje&s, which he hop- 
ed the Viceroy would take into confideration, 
and would give orders, that hereafter there fhould 
be no juft reafon for complaint. Here Mr Anfom 
paufed and waited fome time jn expe&ation for 
an anfwer; but nothing being faid, he alked his 
interpreter, if he was certain the Viceroy under- 
ftood what he had urged ? The interpreter told 
him, he was certain it was underftood, but hebe- 
lieved no reply would be made to it. Mr Anfon 
then reprefented to the Viceroy the cafe of the 
ft ip, Hallingfield, which having been difmafted 
pn the coaft of China, had arrived in the river of 
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Canton but a few cays before. The people on 
board this velTel had been great fufferers by the 
fire, the captain in particular, had all his goods 
burnt, and had loft befides fourthoufand five hun- 
dred tahel which was fuppof d to be ftollen by 
the Chinefe boatmen; Mr Anfon therefore defired 
that the captain might have the affiftance of the 
government, as it was apprehended the money could never be recovered without the interpofi- 
tion of the Mandarines. And to this tequeft the 
Viceroy made anfwer, that in-fettling the Em- 
peror’s culloms for the Ihip, fome abatement 
fliould be made in confideration.of her Ioffes. 

And now the Commodore, having difpatched 
the bufinefs with which the officers of the Eaft- 
India-Company had intruded him, he entered on 
his own affairs, acquanting the Viceroy that the 
proper feafon was already fet in for leturning to 
Europe, and that he wanted only a licence to Ihip 
off his provifions and ftores, which were all ready; and that, as foon as this fhould be granted him, and 
he fhould have gotten his neceffaries on board, he 
intended to leave the river of Canton, and to make 
the beft of his way for England. The Viceroy re- 
plied^© this, that thelicence fhould be immediately 
iffued, and that every thing fhould be ordered on 
board the following day. And finding that Mr 
Anfon had nothing farther to infill on, the Vice- roy continued the converfation for fome time, ac- 
knowledging in very civil terms, how much the 

' Chinefe were obliged to him for his fignal fervices 
at the fire, and owning that he had faved the city 
from being deftroyed ; then obferving that the 
Centurion had.been a good while on their coaft, 
he clofed his difcourfe by wilhing the Commodore a profperous voyage to Europe. After which the 
Commodore thanking him for his civility and af- fiftance, took his leave 

As foon as the Commodore was out of the half 
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of audience, he was much prefled to go into a 
neighbouring apartment, where there was an en- 
tertainment provided; but finding, on enquiry, 
that the Viceroy himfelf was not to be prefent, he 
declined the invitation, and departed, attended in 
the fame manner as at his arrival; only, on his 
leaving the city, he was falutcd by three guns, 
which are as many as, in that country, are ever 
fired on any ceremony. Thus the Commodore, 
to his great joy, at laft finifted this troublefor-ne 
affair, which, for the preceding four months, had 
given him much difquietude. Indeed he was high- 
ly pleafed with procuring a licence for the Hup- 
ping of his ftores and provifions, as thereby he was 
enabled to return to Great Britain with the firfl of 
the monfoons, and to preventall intelligence ofhis 
being expe&ed r but this though a very important 
point, was not the circumftance which gave him 
the greateft fatisfa&ion ; for he was more particu- 
larly attentive to the authentic precedenteftablifir- 
ed on this occafion, by which his majefiy’s fhips 
of war are, for the future, exempted from all de- 
mands of duty in any of the ports of China- 

In purfuance of the promifes of the Viceroy, the 
provifions were begun to be fent on board the day fucceeding the audience ; and, four days after, the 
Commodore embarked at Canton for the Centu-> 
rion. And now all the preparations for putting 
to fea were purfued with fo much vigilance, and 
were fo foon compleated, that, the 7th of Decem- 
ber, the Centurion and her prize unmoored, and 
flood down the river, puffing through the Bocca 
Tigris on the 10th. On this occafion I mull ob- 
ferve, that the Chinefe had taken care to man the 
two forts, on each fide of that paffage, with as 
many men as they could well contain, the greateft 
part of them armed with pikes and match-lock 
mufquets. Thefe garrifons affected to fliew them- 
feivesas much as poffible to the fhips, and were 
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doubtlefs intended to induce Mr Anfon to think 
more reverently than he had hitherto done of the 
Chinefe military power. For this purpofe they 
were equipped with extraordinary parade, having 
a great number of colours expofed to view , and 
on the caftle, in particular, there was laid con- 
fiderable heaps of large ftones ; and a foldier of 
unufual fize, drelled in very fightly armour, {talk- 
ed about on the parapet with a battle-ax in his 
hand, endeavouring to put on as inaportant and 
'martial an air as poffible, though fome of the ob- 
fervers on board the Centurion llirewdlyfufpedted, 
from the appearance of his armour, that, in He ad of 
ftecl, it was compofed only of a particuiar kind 
of glittering paper. 

'1 he Centurion and her prize being now with- 
out the river of Canton, and confequently upon 
the point of leaving theChinefe jurifdiftion, I oeg 
leave, before I quit all mention of the Chinefe af- 
fairs, to fubjoin a few remarks on the difpofition 
and genius of that celebrated people. And though 
it may be fuppof^ that obfervations made at Can- ton only, a place fituated in a corner of the Em- 
pire, are very imperfe£f materials on which to 
found any general conclufions ; yet as thofe who 
have had opportunities of examining the inner parts of the country, have been evidently influenced by 
very ridiculous prepofieffions, and as the tranfac- 
tions of Mr Anfon with the regency of Canton 
were of an uncommon nature, in which many 
circumftances occurred, different, perhaps, from any which have happened before, I hope the fol- 
lowing refleffions, many of them drawn from 
thefe incidents, will not be altogether unaccept- 
able to the reader. 

That the Chinefe are a very ingenious and in- 
duftrious people, is fufficiently evinced, from the great number of curious manufa&ures which are 
eflablilhed amongft them, and which are eagerly 



268 A N S O N’s V O Y A G E Book III. 
fought for by the mod diftant nations; but though fki'l in the handicraft arts feems to be the mod 
valuable qualitication of this people, yet their ta- 
lents therein are but of a fecond rare kind ; for they are much outdone by the Japanefe in thofe 
manufaddures which are common to both coun- 
tries and they are, in numerous indances, inca- 
pable of rivalling the mechanic dexterity of the 
Europeans. Indeed their principal excellency 
feems to be imitation ; and they accordingly la- 
bour under that poverty of genius which condant- 
]y attenos all fervile imitators. This is mod con- 
fpicuous in works which require great truth and 
accuracy, as in clocks, watches, fire-arms, &c. 
for in all thefe, though they can copy the diffe- 
rent parts, and can form fome refemblance of 
the whole, yet they never could arrive at fuch a 
judnefs in their fabric as was neceflary to pro- 
duce the defired efferd. If we pafs from thofe 
employed in manufaflures to artids of a fuperi- 
or clafs, as painters, datuaries, &c. in thefe 
matters they feem to be dill mofivleferdive; their 
painte,rs, though very numerous, and in great 
edeem, rarely fucceeding in the drawing or co- 
louring of human figures, or in the grouping of 
large compofitions. and though, in flowers and 
birds, their performances are much more admi- 
red, yet even in thefe, fome part of the merit is 
rather to be imputed to the native brightnefs and 
excellency of the colours, than to the ikiil of the 
painter; fince it is very unufual to fee the light 
and (hade judly and naturally handled, or to find 
that eafe and grace in the drawing which are to 
be met with in the works of European artids. 
In Ihort, there is a diffnefs and minutenefs in 
mod of the Chinefe produdtions, which are ex- 
tremely difp’eafing; and it may, perhaps, be tru- 
ly aborted, that thefe defefts in their arts are 
entirely owing to the peculiar turn of the people, 
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amongft whom nothing great or fpirited is to be 
met with. 

if we next examine the Chinefe literature, (ta- 
king our accounts from the writers who have en- 
deavoured to. reprefent it in the moft favourab'e 
light) we {hall find, that.on this head, their oblti- 
nacy and abfurdity are moft wonderful; fince 
though, for many ages, they have been furround- 
ed by nations to whom the ufe of letters was fa- 
mjliar, yet they, the Chinefe alone, have hither- 
to negle<fted to avail themfelves of that almoft 
divine invention, and have continued to adhere 
to the rude and inartificia1 method of reprefent- 
ing words by arbitrary marks ; a method which 
neceffarily renders the number of their charadlers 
too great for human memory to manage, makes 
writing to be an art that requires prodigious ap- 
plication, and in which no man can be otherwife 
than partially Ikilled, whilft all reading and un- 
derftanding of what is written is attended with 
infinite obfturity and confufion; as the connexion' 
between thefe marks, and the words they repre- 
fent, cannot be retained in books, but muft be 
delivered down from age to age by oral tradition : 
and how uncertain this muft prove, in fuch a 
complicated fubjedf, is fufficiently obvious to 
thofe who have attended to the variation which 
all verbal relations undergo, when they are tranf- 
mitted through three or four hands only. Hence 
it is eafy to conclude, that thr 1 1 

fymbols, muft frequently prove unintelligible; and 
confequently, the learning and boafted antiqui- 
ty of the nation muft, in numerous inftances, be 
extremely problematical. However, we are told by many of the miffion- 
aries, that, though the fkili of the Chinefe in fti- 
ence is confefledly much inferior to that of the 
Europeans, yet the morality and juftice taught 
and pra&ifed by them are moft exemplary 

tions of paft ages, recorded 

A a 
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that, from the defcription given by fome ofthefe 
good fathers, one fhould be induced to believe, 
that the whole empire was a well-governed afiec- 
tionate family, where the only conteffs were, 
who fhould exert the moft humanity and focial 
virtue: but our preceding relation of the beha- 
viour of the magiftrates, merchants, and tradef- 
men at Canton, fufficiently refutes thefe Jefuiti- 
cal fidfions. Befide, as to their theories of mo- 
rality, if we may judge from the fpecimens ex- 
hibited in the works of the miffionaries, we fhall 
find them frequently employed in recommending 
a ridicufousattachmenttocertainfrivolouspoints, inftead of difcuffing the proper criterion of hu- 
man attions, and regulating the general conduit 
of mankind to one another on reafonable and e- quitable principles. Indeed, the only pretenfion 
of the Chinefe to a more refined morality than 
their neighbours is founded, not on their ilite- 
grity or beneficence, but folely on the nffedted 
evennefs of their demeanour, and their conftant 
attention to fupprefs all fymptoms of paffion and 
violence. But it muft be confidered, that hypo- 
orify and fraud are often not lefs mifchievous to 
the general interefts of mankind, than impetuofi- 
ty and vehemence of temper; fince thefe, though 
ufually liable to the imputation of imprudence, do 
not exclude fincerity, benevolence, refolution, nor 
many other laudable qualites. And perhaps, if 
this matter was examined to the bottom, it would appear, that the calm and patient turn of the 
Chinefe, on which they fo much value themfelves, 
and which diftinguilhes the nation from all others, 
is, in reality, the fource of the moll exception- 
able part of their charafter ; for it has been of- ten obferved, by thofe who have attended to the 
nature of mankind, that it is difficult to curb the 
more robuft and violent paffions, without aug- menting, at the fame time, the force of the fel- 
nth ones: fo that the timidity, diffimulation, and 
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difhonefly of the Chinefe may, in fome fort, be 
owing to the compofure and external decency fo 
univerfally prevailing in that empire. 

Thus much for the general difpofition of the 
people : but I cannot difmifs this fubjeft without 
adding a few words about the Ch inefe government, 
that too having been the fubjedt of boundlefs pa- 
negyric. And, on this head, I muft obferve, that 
the favourable accounts often given of their pru- 
dent regulations for the adminiftration of their 
domdlic affairs, are fufficiently confuted by their 
tranfa&ions with Mr Anfon, as we have feen that 
their magiftrates are corrupt, their people thie- 
vifli, and their tribunals venal, and abounding with 
artifice. Nor, is the conflitution of the empire, 
or the general orders of the ftate, lefs liable to 
exception ; fince that form of government which 
does not, in the firft place, provide for the fecu- 
rity of the public againfl the enterprifes of fo- 
reign powers, is certainly a moll defective infti- 
tution : and yet this populace, this rich and ex- 
tenfive country, fo pompoufly celebrated for its 
refined wifdom and policy, was conquered about 
an age fince by a handful of Tartars ; and, e- 
ven now, through the cowardice of the inhabi- 
tants, and the want of proper military regula- 
tions, it continues expofed, not only to the at- 
tempts of any potent ftate, Irut to the ravages of every petty invader. 1 have already obferved, 
on occafion of the Commodore’s difputes with 
the Chinefe, that the Centurion alone was an o- 
vermatch for all the naval power of that empire : 
this, perhaps, may appear an extraordinary pofi- 
tion; but, to render it unqueflionable, there is 
exhibited, in the XLIId plate, the draught of two 
of the veffels made ufe of by the Chinefe. The 
firft jof thefe, marked (A) is a Junk of about a 
hundred and twenty tons burden, and was what the Centurion hove down by ; thefe are moft u- 
fed in the great rivers, though they fbmetimes 
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ferve for fmall coafting -voyages : the other junk 
marked (B) is about two hundred and eight tons 
burden, and is of the fame form with thofe in 
which they trade to Cochinchina, Manila, Ba- 
tavia, and Japan, though fome of their trading 
veffele are of a much larger fize : its head which 
is reprefented at (C) is perfectly flat; and when 
the veflel is deep laden, the fecond or third plank 
of this flat furface is oft times under water The 
inafts, fails, and rigging of thefe veflels are 
ruder than the built; for their marts are made 
of trees no otherv/ife fafhioned than by barking 
them, and lopping off their branches. Each 
mart has only two Ihrouds of twifted rattan, 
which are often both fhifted to the weather-fide ; 
and the halyard while the yard is up, ferves in- 
ftead of a third fliroud. The fails are of mat, 
ftretigthened every three feet by an horizontal rib 
of bamboo, they run upon the mart with hoops 
as is reprefented in the figure; and, when they are 
lowered down, they fold upon the deck. Thefe 
traders carry no cannon ; and it appears from 
this whole defcription, that they are utterly inca- 
pable' of refilling any European armed veflel. 
Nor is theftate provided with fliipsof confiderable 
force, or of a better fabric, to prote£l their mer- 
chantmen : for at Canton, where, doubtlefs 
their principal naval power is ftationed, we faw 
no more than four men.of war junks, of about 
three hundred tons burden, being of the make 
already deferibed, and mounted only with eight 
or ten guns, the largeft of which did not exceed 
a four-pounder. This may fuflice to give an i- 
dea of the defencelefs ftate of the Chipefe empire. 
But it is time to return to the Commodore, whom 
I left with his two flnps without the Bocca Ti- 
gris, and who, on the 12th of December, an- 
chored before the town of Macao. 

Whilft the {hips lay here, the merchants of 
Macao linifhed their purchafe of the gakon,. for 
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which they reFdfed to give more than 6doo dol- 
lars ; this was greatly ftiort of her value, but the 
impatiente bf the Comrtiodore to get to fea, to 
which the merchants were no ftrangers, prompt- 
ed them to infill on thefe unequal terms. Me 
Anfon had learned enough from the Englilh at 
Canton, to conjedture that the Waf wifh Spain 
was Hill continued, and that probably the French 
ftiight engage in the affiftance'of Spain before-he! 
Could arrive in Great-Britairr; arid thetefdre, 
knowing that nd’intell%encfe cohld come to hu- 
tope of the prite he had taken, and the treafure 
he had on board, till the return of the merchant- 
men from Canton, he was refplved-to make all 
poffible expedition in, getting'back, that he might 
be himfelf the firft meffenger o£ his own good 
fortune, and might thereby.prevent the enemy 
from forming ahy projdtis to interctpt'iiim : for 
thefe reafotts he, to avoid all delay, accepted of 
the fum offered for the galeon; and Ihe being 
delivered to the merchants the 15 th ofDecembet 
1743, the Centurion, the fame"day, got under 
fail on her retiirn to England. Gn the third of January Ihe came to ah anchor at Prince's ifland 
in the Streiglits of Sunda, and continued there 
wooding and watering till the eight; when Ihe 
weighed and Hood for the Cape of Good Hope, 
where, on the eleventh of March, Ihe anchored 
in Table-bay. 

The Cape of Good Hopd is fituated ih a tempe- 
rate climate, where the exceffes of heat and Cold are rately known; and the Dutch inhabitants, who 
are numerous, and who here retain their native tm 
dultry, have ftocked.it with prbdrgious plenty of 
all forts of fruits and provifions ; molt of which, 
either from the equality of the feafons, or the pe- 
culiarity of the foil, are more delicious in their 
kind than can be met with elfewhere ; fo that by 
thefe,, and by the excellent water which abounds 
there, this fettlem^nt is the bcft provided of any 
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in the known world for the refrefhment of feamen 
after long voyages. Here the Commodore conti- 
nued till the beginning of April, highly delighted 
with the place, which, by its extraordinary accom- 
modations, the healthinefs of its air, and the pic- 
turefque appearance of the country, the whole en- 
livened too by the addition of a civilized colony, 
was not difgraced on acomparifon with the vallies of Juan Fernandes, and the lawns ofTinian. Du- 
ring his ftay he entered about forty new men ; 
and having, by the third of April 1744, com- 
pleated his water and providon, he on that day 
weighed and put to fea. The 10th of April they 
faw the ifland of St Helena, which however they 
did not touch at, but ftood on their way; and 
arriving in foundings about the beginning of June, 
they on the 10th of that month fpoke with an 
Englifh Ihip bound for Philadelphia, from whom 
they received the firft intelligence of a French 
war. By the 12th of June they got fight of the 
Lizard; and the 15th, in the evening, to their 
infinite joy, they came fafe to an anchor at Spit- 
head. But that the fignal perils, which had fo 
often threatened them in the preceding part of 
the enterprife, might purfue them to the very laft, 
Mr Anfon learned, on his arrival, that there 
was a French fleet of confiderable force cruifing 
in the chops-of the channel, which, from the ac- count of their pofition, he found the Centurion 

/had run through, and had been all the time con- 
cealed by a fog. Thus was this expedition fi- 
nilhed, when it had lafted three years and nine 
months, after having by its event ftrongly evin- 
ced this important truth, That though prudence, intrepidity, and perfeverance united, are not 
exempted from the blows of adverfe fortune, yet, 
in a long feries of tranfa&ions, they ufually rife fuperior to its power, and in the end rarely fail 
of proving fuccefsful T H E E N D. 
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