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CHARACTER OF THE 

FRUITLESS ENQJJIRYi 
AND 

ANECDOTES of its AUTHOR, 
BY THE EDITOR. 

THE following pages are fele£ledfrom a Novel*' 
under the fame title, and from which I have Only made extradls; as fome of the ftorics it con- 

tains are inconfiftent with the plan of this work, as being either grofs in the fubje£ts, or indelicate in 
the expreffion. 

* By Mrs. Eliza Haywood,a voluminous novel'll!, horn in 1696. In the early part of her life the wrote a number of 
V?r0 , tal,es»and dea!t a S°od deat'in perfonal hander. Mrs. Manley s Atalantis gave her a hint, upon which the framed Ibe Court of Canmania, and the -new Utopia, with other pieces of the fame nature. She attempted dramatic writing, and ading alfo; but met with little fuccefs in either. However, tire fnewed herfelf a writer of great ingenuity in the manner of treating hef fubjedts; but her latter works, among which this is one, have made proper atonement for the indelicacy and immorality of her former v/ritings, as the appears to he a ftrong advocate on the fide of Decency and Virtue. The FcmaleSpeSator, The Hiflory of Betfy Thought- Lfs, Jemmy and Jenny Jcfamy, The Inijible Spy, and A l refentfora Servant-maid, are among this latter clafs ofMicr compofitions. She died in 1759. 
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CHARACTER, &c. 
The idea on which this piece is founded, has a 

good deal of merit in it; as tending to abate envy, 
and conciliate content; by (hewing, in a variety of 
inftances, that appearances are frequently fallacious; 
that perfe&or permanent happinefs is not the lot of 
mortal life ; and that peace of mind and rational 
enjoyment are only to be found in bofoms free from 
guilt, and from intimate connexion with the guilty. 

. * . 



THE 

FRUITLESS ENQJJIRY. 

A Certain nobleman of Venice, dying m the prime 
of his years, left behind Msn a widow called 
Miramillia, juftly efteemed one of the moft lovely women of the age, and a little fon not exceed- 

ing fix years old ; fo dear to his mother, that though 
her beauty, wealth, and accompliftiments, atu 1'ed 
the love and' admiration of almoft as many as beheld 
her, and the nobleft youth in the republic defired her 
in marriage; yet did flie decline all the advantages 
offered her for this darling of her foul, and refolved to 
continue the remainder of her days in a Angle ftate; 
fearing, that in bellowing herfelf, fhe fhould alfo be 
obliged to relinquifh the power fhe had of managing 
the eftate for him, to one who would lefs confult his 
intereft. Never was mother more anxious for the wel- 
fare of a child, nor never did any child feem more to 
deferve the affeftions of a parent; fo greatly did he 
improve on the education fhe allowed him, that his 
behaviour was her pride, as well as pleafure: as he 
encreafed in years, he encreafed alfo in every manly 
grace. There was no art, no feienee, no exercife, be- 

fitting 



f64 THE FRUITLESS 
fitting his quality, of which he was not a perfeft matter; 
and in many of them he excelled thofe whofe profeffion 
it was to inftruft. 

Till he arrived at the age of twenty, did his happy 
mother glory in maternal fondnefs; and was fo far- 
from believing Ihe ever fliould have reafon, to do other- 
wife, that Ihe fcarce knew how to pity the misfortunes 
of thofe who lamented the undutifulnefs or ill manage- 
m*,it of their children : but,. alas! on how weak a 
foundation do all human joys depend, and how little 
ought we to triumph in the tranfient bleflings of fate,, 
which in a moment may vanifh, and in their room as 
poignant ills arife 1 In the height of her fatisfattion, 
juft when Ihe had feen the promifmg bloom of this 
young man arrive at maturity, and every wilh was to 
its height completed, then all at once did mifery fall 
on her, and Ihe became more wretched than ever lh« 
had been.blgft.. . ^ 'v 
' Early one mormng‘did'this beloved fon go out, as 
was' freqhantly trff cuftom, to indulge meditation in a 
fine wildernefs adjacent, to thf caftle j .but night not 
bringing him home, nor the enfuing day, nor many 
others affording any tidings of him, the fears^and per- 
plexities of a mother fo tenderly fond as was his, are 
not to be conceived. Through every partgpf the city 
fhe fent in fearch of him, but all her meiTengers re- 
turned without fuccefs; he could not be heard of, nor. 
could any perfon be found that had feen him : days, weeks, and months paft on in this manner, and quite 
raving with her griefs, fhe fell into a fort of fuperfti- 
tious credulity, which before Ihe had defpifed.; it was 
that of applying to fortune-tellers, in a vain expecta- 
tion of-knowing that from man, which Heaven permits 
not the difcovery of even to the angels themfelves. 
But her good fenfe not fuffering her to place any great 
dependance on what they faid, Ihe no fooner heard 
the predictions of one, than fhe went to another, 
comparing them together, believing that if they agreed. 
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they might be worthy of belief; but being different, 
one telling her he would fpeedily return, another that 
he was dead, a third that he was married to a woman 
unworthy of him; but a fourth, wifer than the reft, 
would not pretend to give her any direft account, but 
only told her, that to engage his return, ftie fttould 
procure a Hurt made for him by the hands of a perfon 
fo completely contented in mind, that there was no 
wilh but that ftie enjoyed. If you can prevail on fuch 
a woman to undertake this little piece of work, faid 
he, before it be finilhed, you will infallibly hear news 
of your fon ; but you muft be certain, continued he, 
that the perfon you employ be perfectly at cafe; if the 
leaft anxious thought, the moft minute perplexity, 
difcontent, or care, ruffles her mind, or ever throws a 
heavinefs upon her Ipirits, the work will be of no 
effeft.—-Though this affli&ed mother had too much 
good fenfe to imagine fu/ft af^ing could be bf "any 
confequence to the obtaining her’ ^|fires/^et!jthe in- 
chantment being of fo innocpnt & riatufer, me refolved 
to make the experiment;-and trfthat end, fet herfelf 
to think which of he? acqrfaititance was the moft qua- 
lified fo- this important piece of fempftry. One Ihe 
knew had vaft pofleflions, all the grandeur which the 
world idorzes, beauty, wit, health, and a fweetnefs 
of difpofition, which rendered her capable of enjoying 
thofe bleflings ; but then ftie was married to a man of 
fo perverfe a nature, that it took up her whole ftudy to 
pleafe him; and the little fuccefs Ihe had in that en- deavour, frequently gave her many bitter perturbations. 
Another,* in all appearance, was pofleft of every thing 
that can be wiftied, a wealthy and good hulband, many 
ffne children, and the general efteem and good cha- 
rafter of the world; but Ihe had made this lady the 
confidante of her paflion for a young gentleman ; and in 
that criminal inclination were all the pleafures of her 
life overwhelmed and loft. One had an undutiful fon, 
another an unfortunate daughter^ a third an extrava- 

gant 
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gant* hufband, a fourth an unloving one, a fifth vm 
di ft rafted with a ftep-dame’s overlooking eye, a fixth 
had married a man, whofe children by a former ven- 
ture were an eternal plague upon her Ipirits ; one had 
fo much ready cafh, that flie was always in care how to 
beftow it with the leaft hazard, and moft advantage ; 
another was perplexed for want of it, and the exigencies 
to which perfons in that misfortune are reduced. Few 
there were to whom file could apply with any hope of 
fuccefs, if it were really truth what the prediftor had 
endeavoured to make her believe: but among the num- 
ber of thofe was a lady whofe name was Anziana; fhe 
was married to one of the chief of the nobility, a man 
fcarce to be equalled for his perfonal charms, or the 
improvements of education ; and one who, both before 
and after his marriage, had given a thoufand teftimo-' 
nie^of the moft tender regard for her: never did any 
pair appear to live together a more perfeft harmony; 
three nu< ' foiw- _apd;.tvyo^eav ii'Jl daughters were the 
prodiift of'th&JrddVer, af lovely, all hopeful, and pro- 
mifing a future age of vhappinefs to their glad parents. 
Where could contentiitcnit dwell, if not in fuch a 
family ? Who can be completely bleft, if Anziana was 
not ? To her therefore it was that"fhe refolved to have 
recourfe, and doubted not but to receive from her 
friendfhip that favour which fhe imagined was in her 
power to grant. 

In purfuance of this defign, fhe again fet herfelf at 
her long neglefted toilet, and refumed thofe ornaments 
which till now fhe had not worn fmce the lofs of her 
dear fon; and when- dreft with all her former exaftnefs, 
went to the houfe of Anziana, where fhe was received 
by that lady with all the demonftrations imaginable of 
a fincere friendihip; but when fhe related to her the 
errand on which fhe came, fhe looked extremely fur- 
prized, and would fain have perfuaded her from giving 
any adherence to advice which feemed fo perfeftly chi- 
merical; but the other continuing to infill: on it, and appearing 
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appearing fomewhat refentful that flie Ihovild refufe fo 
imall a trouble, when it would do her fo great a piece 
of fervice; at lad Ihe confented to make the trial, on 
condition Ihe would remain in her houfe for the fpace 
of eight days : at the-end of which time, faid Ihe, if 
you perceive nothing which may render me incapable 
of lervingyou in the way you mention, I lhall willingly 
undertake it. The forrovvful mother could not but 
comply with fo reafonable a requefi, and in doing fo, 
found every thing agreeable to that character of perfect 
tranquillity, to which the prognofticator had directed 
her. She now no longer doubted but ihe ihould be able 
to make the experiment, if there were any dependance 
to be placed in the words of thefe foothfayers. Never 
had ihe beheld a family better managed; every thing 
was done with that eafe, that regularity, and concord, 
that buiinefs was a -pie a fare: the iervants feemed to 
obey more through love :! • %.r, *the millref^had not 
the trouble of comma idin*#' fo .r^ady wire they to 
obferve hgr very lookaa^ motfahs**'^h* what ihe 
would have done, was-fcj before her deixre could form 
itfelf into words: the c! iidrcq'obferved the fame deco- 
rum ; but thefe were petty'felicities compared with that 
which flowed from a conjugal affettion, fo tender, fo 
obliging, fo ardent, and unchangeable, as that appeared 
to be between Anziana and her huiband count Caprera : 
never were endearments carried to a higher pitch, nor 
had more the look of fincerity. In fine, all that can 
be conceived of felicity was theirs, and was thought an 
exception to that general rule, that perfect happinefs is 
not to be found on earth. 

The time prefixed by Anziana being elapfed, her dif- 
treifed vifitor entreated the performance of her promife ; 
to which the other, in a melancholy accent, thus replied: 
Alas ! faid ftie, how liable are we to be deceived by 
appearances 1 How little does the outward Ihow de- 
monitrate, fometimes, the real difpofition of the heart 1 
I, who feem the molt fortunate of my fex, am indeed 

the 
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the moll wretched; nor is it in the power of fate to 
load me with fuperior ills. But to eafe the amaze- 
ment in which my words have involved you, follow me, 
and you lhall be informed in full of the whole difmal 
caufe. As Ihe fpoke this, Ihe turned haftily towards 
the door of the chamber, and the other going after 
her as Ihe had defired, they parted through feveral 
rooms, till they came to a long gallery, at the end of 
which was a clofet. There Anziana flopped, and 
taking a key out of her pocket, opened it, and went 
in, defiring the other to do the fame : but with what 
horror and affright was her foul invaded, when, as foon 
as Jhe entered, the firft objeft that prefented itfelf to 
her, was the ikeleton of a man, with arms extended 
wide, as if in aft to feize the adventurous gazer, and 
on the breaft was fixed a label; which, as loon as Ihe 
was enough recovered from that terror which fo unex- 
peftechjmd fo (hocking a fight had plunged her in, to 
be able toloojc upc^i Anziana took her by the hand, 
and bringing her hearer, fhewed it her, containing 
thefe words, which to make them yet more dreadful, 
were writ in blood. 

“ Remember, Anziana, it is for your crime that I 
“ am thus; and let a juft contrition take up your en- <f fuing days, and peace be ever a ftranger to your 
“ foul, till you become as lam!” 

Let the reader imagine himfelf in this lady’s place, 
and he will then be able to conceive fome part of that 
aftonilhment Ihe was in at beholding an objeft of this 
dire nature, in a houfe where nothing but mirth and 
chearfulnefs appeared to reign : to deferibe it, is not 
in the power of language ; therefore, I lhall only fay, 
that it took from her the power of fpeech ; and though 
fire pallionately longed for the explanation of fo ftrange 
an adventure, yet her tongue refufed to obey the dic- 
tates of her heart; and by the wild confufion or her 
looks, and eyes half ftarting from their fpheres, alone 
•it was that file could make known her wonder, or her curiofity: 

4 
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curiofxty ; but Anziana pcrfe&Iy underftanding what it 
was fhe defired, made her turn from that ungrateful 
object, and fit down by her on a couch fome diftance 
from it, where fhe began thus : Had I not been- con- 
vinced of your difcretion, faid fhe, I fhould not have 
taken this method to fhew how improper a perfon I am 
to undertake the tafk you came hither to employ me in : 
I will therefore exadt no promifes from you of pre- 
ferving my fecret, nor defire any other fecurity for it 
than your own honour; but as I have begun with 
bringing you into this clofet, which, fince thus fur- 
nifhed, has never been entered by any but myfelf, I 
will proceed to reveal by what flrange means this dread- 
ful gueft was harboured here : but becaufe I cannot do 
it clearly, without going back to fome paffages of the 
former part of my life,- you mufi excufe the length of 
my narration ; which will at leafl be of this feryiee to 
you, that your own woes will fit more lightly on you, 
when you fhall know how infinitely more heavy tnofe 
are under which I labour. Thefe words drew a flood 
of tears from her to whom they were addrefled, as 
thinking it impoflible for any misfortune to exceed 
that which fhe fuftained ; but compofing herfelf as well 
as fhe could, fhe prepared to give attention to what the 
other was about to fay, who immediately began the 
relation fhe had promifed in thefe terms. 

The HISTORY of ANZIANA, Signioh 
LORENZO, and Count CAPRERA. 

TT is not unknown to you, faid fhe, that I am de- A fcended from one of the beft families in "this repub- lic, and that I had a fortune equal to my birth; I 
fhall therefore pafs over in filcn.ce the years of my 

Vol. H» I childhood. 
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childhood, nothing happening to me worthy of remark, 
till my fourteenth year : at which time, many there were 
who iblicited me for marriage; among the number of 
whom was Signicr Lorenzo, a young gentleman whofe 
equal yet I never fa'w, nor can believe the whole world 
can produce. At firft, the deference I paid him I 
thought only was owing to his merit, and that all who 
knew him treated him with the fame. But, alas! too 
foon I found my admiration proceeded from a fofter 
motive, and that it was love that made me fo quick- 
fighted to his perfedlions; and had fenfe enough to 
diflinguifh, that though he was infinitely deferving, I 
faw all his graces through a magnifying glafs, and adored what others but approved : the infancy of 
love, however, affords too much pleafure to a youth- 
ful heart for the efforts of reafon to be able to repel 
it. I fuffered the fweet inchantment to grow upon 
me, till it overwhelmed and funk all ether confider- 
ations ; and never refie&ing on the difficulties w hich 
might arife to feparate us, indulged the dear delight 
Ids fociety afforded ; and while I liilened to his vows, 
knew neither fear nor grief: yet had I been capable 
of. thought, how eafy had it been to me, to have fore- 
feen my father would not look on Lcrenzo with my 
eyes, and that all his accompiilhments would not have 
been fufficient to make up for the difparity of his birth 
and fortune I All at once, therefore, did my misfortune 
comei Upon • me ; and when I was arrived at the utmoll 
extreme of paffion, did I receive a command to check 
it, from his mouth whence there was no appeal: in 
fne, juit as Lorenzo had obtained my pcrmitfion to de- 
mand me of my father, did he order me to fee him no 
more ; and feverely reprimanded me for having given -nny encouragement, to his addreffes. I durft not but 

]promife to obey, though Heaven knows how little; my 
heart was capable of making good my words : now 
did I begin to find there were bitters enough in love 
to empoifoii all the fweets of it; but the-difejife had fpread 
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fpreatl too far to hope a cure ; nor indeed did I endea- 
vour at it. I apprized Lorenzo, by letter, of what ha^ 
happened, and appointed to meet him the’ next day at 
the houfe of a perfon whom I made the connaant 
of this affair. He failed not to come ; and inftead of 
fulfilling the dictates of my duty in taking an eternal 
leave of him, I fuffered myfelf to be fwayed wholly by 
thofe of my love, and entered into the moft folemn obli- 
gation that vows could form, never to be but his. That 
ceremony which- is called Marriage, is infinitely left 
binding than the repeated oaths I kneeling made, 
and the corfes I imprecated on myfelf if ever I fwerved 
from them : death itfelf was not to diffolve the son- 
traft; but the furvivor fwore to pay the fame regard 
'to the memory of the deceafed as when living, and in a 
condition to know and to return thefe proofs of fidelity. 
Not long after this, my father unhappily incurred 
the difpleafure of the fenate to fo high a degree, that 
he flood in need of all the intereft he had, to preferve 
his eftate from being forfeited, and himfelf fent into 
banifhment: of all the friends that appeared for him, 
count Caprera was the moft ferviceable ; and indeed it 
was wholly owing to his great power, and fteacty adhe- 
rence to the caufe he had efpoufed, that, my father was 
acquitted. So important a fervice required the moft 
grateful retributions; nor was my father deficient in 
paying them : he offered him the half of that eftate he 
had preferved ; but he would accept no other reccm- pence than Anziana : he declared himfelf poffeft of the 
moft violent paflion for me, and that he had been pre- 
vented from difeovering it but by the appreheniions 
of his unwortliinefs, till the lucky opportunity offered 
of conferring an obligation on my family, which, as he 
faid, might give fome pretence to hope he fhould not 
be refufed. Had my father never expe.ienced his 
friendfhip, it is highly improbable there would have 
been any occafion for fuchafear; the count, I mult 
acknowledge, notwithftanding the little effetf his charms 

I 2 have 
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have been able to' work on me, being pofl'eft of every 
advantage that cap make marriage pleafmg. But there 
is an awe which accompanies true aiFe&ion, and indeed 
is often fatal to it. It was fo, at leaft, to that the count 
had for me, fince, had he fooncr made an offering of his 
heart, perhaps I never Ihould have difpofed of mine to 
JLorenzo. Then might we have all been happy, nor 
would this dreadful fpe&acle have diltrafted my light, 
which brings the fatal pall for ever prefent to my tor- 
mented mind: but fuch was the decree of all-difpofing 
Mcaven, nor mull I dare to murmur.—With thefe words, 
the fwelling tears, in fpite of her efforts to the contrary, 
burll their paffage through her eyes, and Ihe was fome 
time before Ihe could recover herfelf to profecute her 
/lory j but when Ihe did, it was in this manner : 

My father, refumed Ihe, was perfedtly tranfported at 
this offer of the counts, and without confulting my in- 
clination in the affair, readily promifed I Ihould be his 
wife, and that the marriage Ihould be folemnized in a 
few days. How terrible a furprize, therefore, was it to 
me, when fitting one day in my chamber alone, con- 
templating on the perfeftions of my dear Lorenzo, my 
father entered, and informed me what I have been jull 
noW relating! I knew him pofitivein all his refolutions, 
and he expreffed this on the account of the obligations 
he had to the count, and the honour our family would 
receive in an alliance with him, with an unufual 
warmth, and arbitrary'air: I durlt not utter the lead 
fyllable in oppofition to what he faid, but he faw enough 
in my countenance to make him know I was extremely 
diffatisfied at it. What! cried he, is it with frowns and 
downcaft eyes that you receive the news of fuch a blef- 
fing? Throw off fo pervcrfe a fullennefs, and prepare to 
treat the count, who will be here this night, with that 
refpett and gratitude which his fervices demand from 
my family; or refolve to be no more a part of it, but an 
alien for ever from my name and favour. Nothing can 

ere certain, had I confeffed the impoffibility there 
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there was for me to return the count s affeftion, and the 
Obligations I had laid myfelf under to Lcrenzo, than that the friendlhip he had for the former of them would have 
raifed his indignation to the utmod violence again A me; 
and fear at that time getting the Better of my love, I 
fell at his feet, entreating his fbrgivenefs, and affuring 
hint of a peffeft obedience; at which he appeared ;r.- 
trsfied. Buteafily perceiving I was'far from being Co ia reality, he left me to myfelf, believing that the bed way 
to calm thediforders of my foul, and make it fit to receive 
the impreflion he defired. But Oh ! when at liberSy to 
give a Ibofe to thought and to reflettion, Heaven only 
knows the-agoniesl fuftained; the idea of my dear Lo- ] 
renzo, his pajfionate affeftion, the folemn contra6t we 
had made, the reiterated vows by which it wa% con- 1 
firmed, came frefn into my mind, and made me for 1 
fome moments refolve to endure all things* rather than J 
make this double facrifice of my love and faith: but j 
then my father’s power, the fear of being turned out a ’ 
beggar, and the poflibility that, in fitch a difgraced and ^ 
diltrefsful date, Lorenzo, for whofe’fake I Ihould be- 
come fo, mighfalfo abandon me; the miferies. of po- 
verty, and the unpitying world’s contempt and cenfure, 
glared on my terrified imagination, and worked fo far 
on the timoroufnefs of my nature, as to.counterbalance 
all that the fofter paflion could fugged, and even ab- 
folve my breach of vow. Long did I druggie in this 
painful conflift, and, wholly unable to determine to 
which of the prevailing diftates I Ihould yield, at lad 
a medium prefented itfelf, which dattered me with fome 
hope of evading the wretchednefs I feared, in differing 
myfelf to be overcome by either; it was to diflbmble a 
contentment in the, count’s addreffes; and, by feeming 
not to oppofe my father’s will, gain time and opportu- 
nity to difappoint it totally. When the count came, I 
treated him with that refpedb which was due to his qua- ’ 
lity, and the obligations we had received from him; 
nor did he expeft more at his fird vifit from a maid of ] 13 my 
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my years; in thcfe he afterwards made me, I difcovered 
him to be mafter of fo many perfeftions, that though my 
vow and inclinations bound to Lorenzo, I could 
net. help thinking, that I might have been infinitely 
happy in fuch a hulband. In a word, I had all the 
eiie.em and friendlhip for him that one can have for the 
moft amiable and deferving brother : but this was not 
that fort of a/Fcdion he wifhed to infpire me with, and 
he could not forbear complaining of niy coldnefs, in 
terms the moll moving that love and wit could form. 
A thoufand times have I been about to let him into the 
iccret of my foul, and generoufly ccnfefs, that I had 
unwarily befiowed my heart and faith before I knew 
the honour he intended me; had I done fo, I might have 
faved that dreadful feene which too foon cniued. But 
fhame, and the fear of being expofed to the indignation 
of my father, or rather my ill genius, would not fuffer 
me to make this declaration, which alone could have 
been of fervice. For often fince has count Caprcra pro- 
tefled to me in the moll: folemn manner, that had he 
known the true ftate of my heart, he would have de- 
fifted his fuit, and chofe rather to have been unhappy 
himfelf, than have made me fo by an enforced mar- 
riage. But he, alas! was far from guefling at the 
truth, nor had I power to inform him. But it was not 
lb wi.h my father. He had intelligence of the private 
meetings I ftill had with Lorenzo, and doubted not but 
it was the violence of my affeftion for him, that made 
me receive the addreffes of the count with fo little plea- 
fure. I had till now prevailed on him to defer our mar- 
riage, under the pretence that time might make me en- 
ter into it with lefs reluftance. But he was no longer to 
be put off by thefe excufes; he knew too well my fecret, 
and was refclved to difappoint whatever intentions I 
might have in favour of my palfion. Coming one morn- 
j :g into my chamber with a fternnefs in his air and 
countenance, which, before he fpokcj gave me to un- 

. derftand feme part of my misfortune : Anziana, faid 
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he, your tears, and pretended averncn for marriage, 
have hitherto perfuaded me to delay the performance 6f 
that promiie I long fmce made to count Caprera; but I 
am new too well informed of the reafons.which-have 
made you blind to that happinefe Heaven offers you in 
a hufband of his quality and merit, and am determined 
that this day fnall be the laft of yo'Hr continuing in a 
virgin Hate; or if you refufe to obey me, of being called 
my daughter. Chufe, therefore, either, to be the mod fortunate and envied woman in Venice by marrying 
with this nobleman, or quit my houfe, my name, and 
fight for ever, and become the molt accurft, abandoned, 
defpifed, and wretched of your fex. It was to no pur- 
pefe that I threw myfelf at his feet, entreated, wept, 
almoit died before him. No rocks were more immove- 
able than his relentlefs bread; nor could all my pray- 
ers, my tears, my fwoonings, obtain even one day 
more : as foon as he was gone out of the room, I fent 
my woman, who was privy to my mod fecret thoughts, 
in fearch of Lorenzo, to whom I ordered her to relate 
the whole truth of what had paired; refolving, if he 
gave any encouragement to my elopement, to leave my 
father’s houfe, and dare all the miferies he had threa- 
tened me with, rather than become falfeto my love and 
vows; but, unfortunately for both, he was gone that 
morning to the houfe of a relation, whoiived at a good 
didance from Venice, and had fent for him on fome extra- . ordinarybufmefs. What could I now do? Towhom could 
I have recourfe? or what fecurity for proteftion from the 
infults of a barbarous world ? Much had I heard of the 
incondancy and thanklefspefs of faithlefs men, and how 
could I be fure Lorenzo was not one of thole ? That 
peace of mind which I mud forfeit in marrying with the 
count, I looked on as a trifle, when compared with the 
lofs of my reputation, and the want of the neceflaries of 
life: and as for the faith I had vowed to Lorenzo, I 
doubted not but the neceflity I was under would ex- 
cufe me from a breach of it. I loved the one indeed 

I 4 with 
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with an unquenchable affettion, and had but a bare 
efteem for the other; it was therefore the utmoft vio- 
lence to my inclinations, even but to think of comply- 
ing with my father’s commands; but as I could fore- 
fee nothing but mifery in refuling, I was at laft deter- 
mined to do as he would have me; and to that end 
fent my woman to him, hearing he was in his clofet, to 
let him know I was ready to obey him. But, alas 1 
fne was no fooner departed with the melfage, than the 
idea of that dear loved youth rofe with its charms in my 
tormented foul, upbraiding me with perjury and ingra- 
titude, levity and cov/ardice of nature; methought I 
faw him dying with defpair, and crying out to Heaven 
to revenge his wrongs. Fully poffeft with this imagi- 
nation, I was about to call my woman back, and, true to 
love, defpife all other ills: as I was rifing from my chair 
with this intention, a book’ fell from the ihelf; fome 
accident happened to fhake it juft upon my head ; which 
opening, I law had th« title of L’Inconftance d’Amour, 
a little French %o.vel, which I remembered to have read 
feme time before, and'that it contained feveral little 
hiftories of the ingrath-ude of mankind, and the little 
they thought themfelves obliged, even from the greateft 
condefcenfions our fex could make: I looked on this ac- 
cident as a kind of warning to me, not to truft too much 
to their honour, and inftead of purfuing my defign, be- 
gan to read in it; where the firft ftory I happened to call 
my eyes on, was a kind of parallel with my own ; it 
being of a young lady who had for look her father, 
friends and country, for the diarfake of love; yet had 
no fooner reduced herfelf to that extremity which th« 
want of them muft infallibly draw on, than the ungrate- 
ful wretch, for whom -Ihe was become thus miferable, 
told her, he was ferry for what had befallen her, that 
he would be her friend as far as a few pieces, or giv« 
her a charafter to get a fcrvice if Ihe were difpofed to 
accept of one; but Ihe could not expeft he would marry 
a woman in her circumftapces. Heavens l cried I, as I was 
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was reading, fliouid Lorenzo be of this humour, what 
an extravagance of wretchednefs would be my portion, 
(and why ihould I hope a better fate?) who pretends to love, but fays and (wears as much as he has done ? But 
put the cafe, continued I, after a little reflexion, that he Ihould excel his fex as much in honour, as he does in 
all perfonal perfeftions; what happinefs could there be 
in fuch a (late of obligation and dependance? Would not his friends and kindred be perpetually upbraiding 
him, that he had married a woman without any othet 
dowry than her love ? Would not my clothes, nay my 
very meat, be cavilled at, as too extravagant.? I can- not bear the. thought, cried I again, and will purfua 
my refolution. It is reafon bids me, and all the foft- 
ening follies of iny inclinations fly before his force. I 
was thus debating within onyfelf, when my woman re- i 
turned, and told me, my father w'as infinitely pleafed 
with my return to duty, and had fetitme,.to grace the 
ceremony he was preparing 06/olemnize that night, a 
firing of diamonds for my neck, of aivaft largenefs, 
and the mofiglorious luftre I had ever feen. I was all my life a great admirer of fine things f and as it was 

•merely the fear of being obliged to live without them, 
that had made me yield to marry the count; fo this 
addition to thofe my father’s indulgence had before 
befiowed on me, greatly ftrengthened me in that refo- 
lution. To make it yet mere firm, the count, fent me by his gentleman a bracelet of pearl, which an anceftor 
of his had taken from -the Turks, and was the mofi 
orient and richeft of any in the republic. To add to all 
thefe baits, feveral relations, whom my father had in- 
vited to be prefect at the marriage, feemed, the whole 
day, each to endeavour to outvie the other in praifino- 1 
count Caprera. His wit, his elegance of behaviour^ 
his iine ftiape, tne delicacy ofhis complexion, thegracc- 
fulnefs of his air, his good-humour, honour, gene- 
rofity, the greatnefs ofhis family, and the'immenle 
Anns of money his 'father had left him in pofleflion of, 

• ^ 5 war* 
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were the only topicks of converfation ; and all agreed, 
that I could not but be extremely ble'ft in fuch a hulband. 
BetvHxt the variety of company and difcourfe, my fpirits 
were fo much hurried, that 1 had no leifure for reflec- 
tion; and Lorenzo was either not remembered, or in 
fuch a manner as to be no hindrance to the complet- 
ing the wilhes of his rival. We were married about 
eight at night by my father’s chaplain, and after a 
magnificent eolation put to bed. But here, what the 

^noife and buftle of the day repelled, the filence of the 
night called back; not Caprera, but Lorenzo, was now 
the fubjeft of my meditations, .and it was in vain that 
that obliging hulband repeated the vow he had given 
before the prieft in a more foft and endearing manner, 
than thofe who had the ordering of the ceremony had 
ever tendernefs enough to form; the abfent lover took 
up all my thoughts; and that reluftance with which I 
fulfered his embraces, was not, as he then imagined, 
owing to a virgin balhfulnefs, but to the ardency of my 
wifhes for another. I now found'that love had not loft 
the leaft ground in my heart, and having but by the 
extremity of my fear, been compelled a while to fereen 
its influence, thofe fears removed, blazed out again 
with the fame violence as ever. Never was there a more 
unhappy bride. The night I paft in tears, and early in 
the morning I forfock my bed, in fpite of the count’s 
endeavours to detain me ; and going into my clofemvith 
my favourite woman, dilhurthened fome part of the 
heavy anguilh of my foul in complaints: fain would I 
have w itten to Lorenzo, to acquaint him with what 
I had been compelled to do, and entreat his pardon for 
my breach of vow; but cOuld not venture to do it while 
he remained at fo great a diftance, not thinking it fafe 
to truft a letter of that confequence to the poll. With 
the utmoft impatience I longed for his return, flattering 
rnyfelf that I Ihould be more at eafe, when he Ihould let 
me know he had forgiven my involuntary crime. In 
languilhments unbecoming ■ the character of a wife, though. 
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though then I thought them innocent, did I linger out 
the days of his abfence ; the count and my father omit- 
ting nothing which they thought might bring me into 
a better humour; though the latter of them, whenever 
he was alone, did not fail to tell me, that he was not 
unacquainted with the motive of my difgull, and that 
if baifams failed to work, corrofives hereafter Ihould be 
applied. But neither threats nor perfuafions v/ere of 
any'effeft to make me alter my manner of behaviour j 
and it is moft certain, that had not the count loved me 
to a very great degree of tendernefs, he mull: have hated 
and defpifed me for my ingratitude, and forgetfulnef* 
of the ftation to which he had raifed me. 

At length my fatal wilhes had fuccefs, Lorenzo re- 
turned to Venice ; which I no fooner was informed of, 
then I fent my confidante to him with a letter which 
contained thefe lines. 

“ IT is needlefs to tell you, that I have put count 
“ Caprera in pofieffion of that title which ought only to 
“ be yours. I doubt not but you are already fuffii- 
“ cientlyinfomedof myfeeming guilt ; but of my real 
“ innocence you are not, you cannot yet be fenSble. 
“ You know not with what, feverities I was threatened 
“ by a barbarous and inexorable father, nor can you 
“ guefs how terrible was the conllifll endured betwixt 
“ love and duty; be allured, you never wejp dearer 
“ than at that moment when I gave myfelf for ever 
“ from you, nor can the name of Caprera make any 
“ change in my fentknents ; I am Anziana Hill. Fatey 
“ cruei fate, has difpofed my perfon to another, but 
“ the better part of me, my foul, is ever yours. Oh l 
“ then forgive what it was impoflible to avoid, with- 
“ out being driven to extremities, fitch as would have 
“ made me defpair of retaining your affeflions, the 

. “ only thing I ever hoped, the only thing I ever feared ; 
“ yes, you mult pardon me, mull pity, and mull love 
“ me too ; nor can I think that vvilh a crime againft 16 “ him 
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“ him to whom compulfion, not inclination, gave my 
“ hand ; but were it fo, it is here excufed by the ne- 
“ ceffity. I have been fo much accuftomed to proofs of’ 
“ your affection, that they make a part of my life, and 
“ when they ceafe, the other muft infallibly be atari 
“ end; I believe it not impoflible to contrive a meeting tc with you ; if fo, I charge you, do not fail to come. 
“ I am diftrafted till I fee you, and receive that con- 
“ folation in my misfortunes, which it is in your power 
“ to afford to the unhappy, but not inconftant 

“ Arziana. 
“ P. S. Write to me by the bearer, confider op- 

“ portunities of this kind are now become fcarce ; and 
“ if you can think of any means to fee me, more eafy 
“ to be accomplifhed than I have yet been able to hit 
" upon, communicate them to this faithful girl, who 
** knows, as well as I, the reftraint I labour under, not 
“ by the obfervance of a hufoand, but a jealous father.’* 

I ought to blufo, continued Anziana, in repeating 
to you the contents of this letter, which are indeed of 
fuch a nature, as might make the lead cenibrious be- 
lieve, I had a meaning in them very different from that 
virtue I profefs; but I protefl: to you, with the fame 
fincerity as I foall anlwer Heaven, that I was wholly 
free from any thought of ill ; I longed indeed to fee 
him ; I paffionately defiredthat he would continue to love 
me; and how far I might have been prevailed on by that 
deli re and his entreaty, Bad I been permitted to in- 
dulge it in frequent converfations with him, I cannot, 
dare not to anfwer; but fate thought it fufficient to 
make me miferable without rendering me vicious alfo, 
and contented with the facrifice I had made of my peace, 
fuffered me not to refign my virtue. 

He received my letter not with the tranfports of rag* 
which I expefted; and whatever difcontents the news 
©£ my marriage had occafioned, they were more than balanced 
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balanced by the pleafure he took in the wiHingnefs T 
expreft of continuing a correfpondence with him. The 
perfon whom I fent to him was a woman of an excellent 
penetration; and fhe affured me, in terms as plain as 
the llation fixe was in would permit her to do to a miftrefs, 
that Lorenzo was not that difinterefted lover we had 
believed him to be: fhe forbore, however, to exprefs 
what it was fhe thought of him, till I had read his letter, 
the contents whereof are written in my heart, and never 
can be,forgot; they were in this manner: 

“ THOUGH I might juftly enough complain of 
“ your want of faith in my repeated affurances, that no 
“ change of circumftances fhould have the power to 
“ alter that indelible afleftion I had vowed; yet to 
“ prove how much beyond my own I prize your in* 
“ tereft, I wifh you all the happinefs the marriage-bed 
“ can yield : nor do I envy Caprera the pofleffiofi of your 

perfon, fince you fo tranfportingly a fibre me, that 
“ your heart is mine. You have been acctfftofrtieil to 
“ utter nothing but facred truth ; if this is fo, Ilhould 
“ be the moft unreafbnable and ungrateful of my fex, 
“ not to be highly; fatisfied with my condition; for 
" what may not the happy he, who rules the heart, 
“ command! I have been talking to your obliging . 
“ meffenger, and fhe thinks it not impoffible that I 
“ might be admitted into your own houfe late at <f night, when all the family are in bed; you pre- 
“ tending an indifpofition, to avoid lying with the 
“ count . I mention this method as the moft 
“ fafe one for your reputation ; for though, doubtlefs, 
“ either of us would be welcome alone at our ufual 
“ rendezvous ; yet as you know they are people of a 
“ fcrupulous virtue, and we ufed to meet on other terms «» than now we can be fuppofed to do, they might think 
“ the liberty they allowed me with Anziana a fault, if 
“ indulged with the wife of count C^rera : it will be 
“ juft the fame, if feen together in any other place. I 

“ fee 
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“ fee no hazard of difcovery at your own houfe ; but 
“ if by any unexpected means fuch a misfortune {hould r‘ arrive, be a fibred of my inviolable integrity, and that 
“ I would fooner lofe my life than confefs I came thither 
“ with your knowledge ; or had any entertainment from 
“ you, but fuch as drove me to defpair. I would have 
“ you confider of it, however; and if you approve of 
“ this proceeding, let me know the time and hour 
“ when I may hope to feize my own, and triumph over 
“ him, who has but by force made himfelf mailer of 
“ the right of 

“ The ever faithful, and 
“ paflionately devoted 

“ Lorenzo. 
<e P. S. You muit extremely wrong the paflion you 

“ have infpired, if you believe not I lhall attend a 
“ fecond mandate withlhe extremeft impatience. Re- 
“ member that it is your part, not mine, to pity ; and 
‘‘ I expeft you to fliow a bright example, how much 
" you dare for love and gratitude.” 

It is impofitble to exprefs what it was I felt at read- 
ing this letter; never had 1 before experienced fuch an 
aftouiftunent; fuch a {hock.-—What means he, cried I 
out, as foon as I came to the conclufion, by integrity', 
feizing his own, and triumphing over him who by 
force is become mailer of his right?. Fie talks as if I 
had invited him to wrong the count, and had no other 
notion of continuing a converfation with him, than to 
carry on a Ihgjmeful intrigue. Heaven ! how have I 
been deceived in the difpolition of this man ! 1 thought 
he loved me with fo pure a flame, that fenfual enjoy- 
ment never was thought on by him ; but now I find his 
wilhes had no other ajm ; and flattered by the millaken 
kindnefs of my letter; he imagines there wants only am 
opportunity to gratify them ; and believes I am a-prof- 
titute in my nature; and-that the vilelt paflion bus dominion. 
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dominion oyer my foul. I could not, for feme time, 
enough compofe myfelf, to hear what my woman had 
to fay ; but when die fppke, it was as I before informed 
you; and intimating,, that he expefted nothing lefs 
than to polfefs me wifh the fame freedom, as he would ■have been allowed to do, were he in count Caprera’s 
place, I was in the utmoft rage with myfelf; for having 
written in a manner to give room for fuch a thought: 
but as my defigns were wholly innocent, and meant no 
more than to convert the love we had bore each other 
into as ardent a friendlhip, 1 was alhartied to think I had 
fo much tendernefs for a man of fo low and groveling 
a foul, and who now appeared to know no more of love 
than the meaneft part of it, that which the differenceof 
fex excites. I defpifed him fo heartily, that I know not 
if what I felt for him, for fome -moments, might not 
be called loathing: my woman, ever faithful to my in- 
tereft and fame, failed not to fay every thing in her 
power to heighten this dilguft; fain would fhe have per- 
fuaded me to fend to him no more; or jf I did, to write 
in fuch a manner as fliould convince him of the error he 
had been in, and make him afhamedever to fee me more. 
But this advice did not relilh with me, I flill periifted 
in my intention of feeing him ; whatever hazard 1 ran ; 
i fancied I could make a profelyte of him; and was 
pleafed to think, how great a glory it would be to con- 
vert this grofs and footy flame into one all pure and 
elemental. The love of fouls I aimed to infpire, that 
fo we might enjoy a noble, diflnterefted, and -platonic 
friendftiip. This, as far as I can be judge of my own 
heart, was my defign ; how far it would have fucceed- ed. Heaven only knows, for I was, in a fatal manner, 
prevented from making the experiment. But to pro- 
ceed gradually with my fcory, after the conflderation of 
about a week, I writ to him in thefe terms: 

“ That I anfwered yours no fooner, was owing to the 
“ uncertainty 1 was in, in what manner I fhould do it; 

“ and 
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tf and I know not, if Virtue tvJll not be diFended, that 
“ I hold any cOrrefpOndende with a man, whofe defig'nj 
“ appear to be fo much the reveffe of thofe infpired by 
“ her. For Heaven’s fake, what -lias emboldened you 
“ to hops^ from the wife of count Caprera, what you 
“ never dared to afk from Anzianh ? If judging ofyour 
“ innocence by my own, I defired the continuance of 
“ your friendfhip; which of my pail actions have given 
“ you caufe to make fovile a conftruftion of my mean- 
“ ing ? How could you dare fufpeft me guilty of a 

difhonourable thought ? I toH you, indeed, that I £< was fill ycur lover-, but it was with fuch a kind of 
“ love that I regarded you, as angels pay to each other 
“ in the realms of'bfifs ; all pure and intelleflual, free 
“ from all grofs defires or earthly appetite. If I look 
“ on the breach of my vow to you as a crime, which, 
“ though enforced, requires my whole life’s penitence 
“ to atone; how can you think I would voluntarily 
“ violate that I have made to count 'Caprera before the 
“ holy prieft ? i§uch love as a challe brother may to a 
“ filter give, I lhall rejoice to find from you; and fuch, 
“ and no other, can I pay'to you. 'If you think this 
“ worthy your acceptance, and that we can converfe to- 
“ gether in fuch a manner as to have nothing to ap- 
“ prehend from our own confidence.-, we fnall be the 
“ better enabled to contemn what the world may fay 
“ of us, fhould our converfation be difeovered; though 
“ net to give occafion for cenfure, I will contrive 
“ to keep it as private as pofiible. Send me word, 
“ after you have well examined the nature of your de- 
“ fires', if you can reftrain them within the limits I 
“ preferibe, and you fliall fee with what fpeed I will 
“ meet the lover of my foul. But endeavour not to 
“ deceiveyourfelf or me; pretend not to be what you 
“ are not, nor imagine I do fo ; or that I am, or ev£r 
“ will be, one ftep beyond what honour will permit, 

“ Your lover, or your friend, “ Anziana. 
P, S. Burn 
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“ T. S. Burn my letters, as I do yburs the mo- 

“ ment I receive them ; but lay the contents of this 
“ up in your heart; that if you fwcrve in any point 
” from the injunction it lays.you under, you may not 
“ pie,id forgetfulnefs. Adieu ! As you perfevere in 
“ virtue you lhall continue to be dear to me.” 

Fool that I was, and vain of the power of my own 
perfuafion, I doubted not but this letter would make** 
convert of him, and longed for my mefienger’s return, 
which I was perfeftly adored in my mind would britlg 
me an anfwer fuch as I wilhed ; nor was I greatly de- 
ceived : he had too much of the artifice of his fex in 
him to contradift what I faid, till he had an oppor- 
tunity to benefit himfelf by it; at lead: I judge fo by 
what I have fince been told : the contents of what he 
wrote ran th^s: 

“ VIRTUE, fair angel! has many branches, rfor 
“ is chadity always the mod fhining one it bears; 
“ gratitude and compaffion are allowed to be the prime 
“ graces of humanity; and when oppofed to thefe, 
“ the other degenerates to a vice. Is it to be of a 
“ piece with Heaven, to dedroy the man who adores 
“ you, to inflidt curfes where bleflings are implored, 
“ and be cruel to a wretch who throws himfelf upon 
“ your mercy ? Oh corifider, Anziana ! nor let a too 
“ drift adherence to one virtue make you become 
“ guilty of injuring-all the others. Even judice too 
“ you forfeit, fince you were mine before you were 
“ Caprera’s: how often, dear perjured beauty ! have 
“ you. called Heaven and every faint to witned, 
“ that you never would be another’s ! and if com- 
“ pelled by arbitrary power to falfify thofe vows,, “mud you alfo join in the wrong? You might be 
“ forced into the arms of the count, but by your “ own will are only debarred from mine. I foli- 
“ cit you, therefore, not to an aft of fhame, but 

“ judice: 
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“ juftice: I will, however, infill no farther on tftii 
“ theme till I have the bieffing of your prefence ; if 
“ what I have then to fay proves inefieftual, I will be 
“ dumb for ever on it. On this you may depend, 
“ that I lliall never have recourfe to violence ; and if 
“ unable to convince you, that what I alk is not a 
“ crime to grant, would not receive it on any terms, 
“ which, to refiefl on hereafter, might give you dif- 

content, or the leall lhadovv of remorfe. Believe 
“ me, that your peace of mind is of infinite more 
“ value to me than my own ; and that if it can be 
“ preferved by no other means, than relinquilhing r‘ thofe hopes to which our contract had given me a 
“ pretence, will make a facrifice of them, and coniine 
“ myfelf hereafter to the bounds you fet, however 
“ painful or fatal they may prove. You are the €< miftrefs of my foul; all its faculties are at your de- 
“ votion, and to be directed by you; difpofe, there- 
“ fore, as you pleafe, of 

“ Your ever faithful 
“ And riloft obedient Have, 

“Lorenzo.’* 
Though the beginning of this letter gave me fome 

uneafinefs, the latter part of it entirely dilfipated it ; 
and I relied aflured, that he would be indeed as con- 
formable to my will as he had promifed, and refolved 
to give him a meeting as foon as I could contrive 
the means Jg I confidered on what he had propofed, and 
I found nothing in it but what- was fafe enough ; but 
the tendernefs the count had for me would not fuffer it 
to fucceed ; for when I feigned am indifpofition, and 
delired to lleep in my own bed, that indulgent hulband 
would needs quit his alfo, and watch by me : but a 
fmall time prefented me with an opportunity more- 
ample than I could have hoped. Some dillurbance 
happening among the tenants on our land in the coun- 
try, my father was obliged to go thither in p.rfon ; 
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he deiired count Caprera to accompany him, believing 
his prefegce, who in the right of me was to be their 
future lord, might be of fervice on this occafion. He 
would not refufe my father, and thinking the journey 
might be too great a fatigue to me, being then, great 
with child, they departed, and I was left at full liberty 
tp do as I pleafed. They had no fooner left the houfe, 
than I took pen and paper, and wrote to Lorenzo in 
thefe terms: 

“THE long-wiihed moment is at laft arrived; my 
“ father and hulband, thofe diligent obfervcrs of my 
“ every aftion, are both removed ; and before they can 
“ return, I ftiall have many opportunities to perfeft the 
“ work I have begun* This night, about twelve, 
“ the family will be all in bed, all but myfelf and 
“ faithful maid, who will attend to admit you. Re-, 
“ member the conditions on which I grant this liberty, 
“ and give me no caufe, as you fay, hereafter to re- 
“ pent my condefcenfion. Yours, 

“ Anziana. 
“ P. S. A gentle rap againft the window-Ihutter 

“ fhall be the iign ; take care that there are no paf- 
“ fengers in the lireet when you make it. ’Till then, 
“ farewell.” 

I difpatched my woman with this, with a hafte and 
impatience which was not ufual with me ; and might, 
therefore, have ferved as an omen of its fatality, had 
I been capable of reflefting on it.. She difcharged her 
trull with her ordinary fidelity, and was returning to 
me with an anfwer, when my father and the count, 
having met with fome company in the lireet, which 
had delayed their taking horfe, were juft pafling by 
the houfe of Lorenzo, that ill-ilarred moment as Ihe 
came out of it. The former of them knowing well who 
it was that dwelt there, and fired with a jealoufy of the 
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honour of his family, catched hold of her, and bid 
her make no difturbance, but go along with him. The 
terror and furprize fhe was in would not fuffer her to 
have prefence enough of mind to form any excufe, if 
there had been a pcflibility of making one for fuch a 
vifit ; and a houfe being near, over the mafter of 
which my father had an influence, he thruft her in : 
my hufband followed, but was too much'overwhelmed 
with wonder to alk the meaning of what he few, ’till 
my father eafed him of it, by calling the poor trem- 
bling wench all the opprobrious names his fury could 
invent; fuch as the bawd of her miftrefs’s fhame, and 
witnefs Of her diflionour; and not doubting but Ihe 
had fome letter about her, fearching for it, he im- 
mediately found one in her bofom, which contained 
enough to make him imagine himfelf confirmed in the 
'truth of what he ftared. 1 haVe had it too ofteh re- 
peated to be capable of forgetting it; the words were 
thefe : 

“TO go about to inform you of the raptures with 
“ which I received yours, would be as vain an endeavour 
“ as it is to 'feprefent my impatienceforthat'dcar hour, 
“ which is to put me in pofleflion of a bleffing I have fo 
“ long languiflted for. To think that I lhall fee An- 
“ ziana again, and be permitted to converfe with her 
“ as I have done when no curft ties made her ano- 
“ tber’s ;right, is fuch a profufion, fuch an extrava- 
“ gance of delight, as is almofl: fatal to ihe ; and I 
“ have fcarce breath to fpeak my thanks. Bhfourkind 
“ confidante, who fees my tranfports, will be better 
“ able to make a’defeription of them, than all l ean “ fey. Depend on every thing, thou fovefeign of my 
*' foul! that you Would wifh 19 find in 

“ The moft faithful, and mofl: obfeejuiou's of mankind, 
“ Lorenzo.” 

This 
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This did my father read aloud to the count; and 

by \vhat I have told you of his paflion for me, it is eafy 
for you to guefs into what an excefs of jealous rage it 
mull tranfport him. There was all the room in the 
world for him to believe-1 was carrying on an intrigue, 
the moft dilhonourable that could be ; he knew not the 
conditions on which I had confented to admit him'; 
and 1 cannot, without being guilty of partiality, but 
ccnfefs that there was a warmth in this letter, which 
had no affinity with platonic love. It is difficult to 
fay, whether my father or hufband were now moft in-* 
cenfed againll me, or which formed the moft cruel 
llratagems of revenge on him by whom they imagined 
themfelves injured and affronted; but between them, 
there wtis one contrived, which I know not if any age 
can parallel, apd I am fure hone can exceed: They 
ordered my woman to be fall bound, and locked in an 
upper room; having firft, with their drawn daggers at 
her throat, compelled her to write a billet to me, con- 
taining thefe lines : 

“AN accident, fuch as will take up tnore time 
“ than I can now afford to relate, takes me from the 
“ honour of your fervice. It may be long before I 

. “ enjoy the happinefs of returning. I fend this, there- 
“ fore, to let you know, I delivered the letter you 
“ entrulled me with, fafe into the hands of Signior 
“ Lorenzo, who cannot enjoy the bleffing you would 
“ bellow on him ; this night being, as he fays, obliged 
“ to attend the iffue of an affair on which his life de- 
“ pends. I wiffi you could be able to forget him 
“ entirely, or think on him but as a man unworthy of 
“ your favour. I am, with all refpeft and duty, 

“ Your Ladylhip’s 
“ moft devoted and faithful fervant, 

“ Lawrana.” 
It 

3 
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It was to no purpofe that this poor creature attefted 

my innocence, by all the alTeverations Ihe was capable 
of making ; it appeared evident to them, that if I had 
not already been guilty in fact, I intended to be fo that 
night; and therefore leaving her in the houfe where 
they had firlt carried her, they went to the place where 
their attendants waited with the horfes; they ordered 
them to purfue their journey, telling them, they would 
overtake them the next day. This being done, they 
concealed themfelves in the Ikirts of the town where 
they were not known, till the approach of night; when, 
difguifed and mufded in their cloaks, they returned, 
and waited at the end of a back lane, through which 
they knew Lorenso ihuft be obliged to pafs; and as 
foon as they faw him, without giving him the leaft 
warning of his fate, plunged both their daggers in his 
breaft, on which he immediately fell: the place being 
extremely private, gave them no apprehenlions of any 
perfon coming along, and they tamed by the dead 
body, till fome men, whom they had ordered at that 
hour, came and joined them, and carried it to the houfe 
of a .furgeon, who had been brought up in the family 
of count Caprera, and was entirely at his devotion. 
Revenge not fatiated even with the death of the. fup- 
pofed offender, this cruel hulband and father purlued 
it farther yet, denying the rites of burial to the lifelcfs 
bones, which they ordered to be clean feraped, and 
difrobed of all their flefh, and then fet up in the manner 
you fee. For that, oh Miramillia! continued Ihe, point- 
ing to the anatomy, that dreadful fpeftacle was the once 
gay, admired Lorenzo. 

Here the burfting grief broke in a fecond time on her 
difcourle, and die was compelled to give fome time to 
it before file could proceed; which at laft Ihe did in 
theft words: 

Little was I capable of guelfing what had happened, 
yet was I feized with a ftrange diforder at the receipt of 
La'wrana’s billet; and when afterward I was told by foir.e. 
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Tome, who little imagined how nearly I was i ate re fled 
in the news, that Lorenzo was abfconded none knew 
where, I was not without feeling leme jealous pangs: 
it entered into my head, that my woman had fubverted 
me in his efteem; and the remonflrances (he had daily 
given me, not to indulge too far the tendernefs I had 
for him, confirmed me in that opinion. The girl was 
young, well bred, had a great deal of wit, and a more 
than ordinary fhare of beauty ; and to have them both 
miffing at the fame time, gave a kind of reafon for 
this conjecture. The letter (he had wrote to me, 
took from me all fufpicion of the truth ; and it never 
once came into my thoughts, that what had pafled be- 
tween us, had reached either my father or my hufband ; 
but if it had, the letters which I received from them 
every poll, would have difpelled fuch an imagination ; 
both writing to me with a tendernefs which •! could 
not have expedted from them, had I believed they had 
been feniible of my condudt. It was, it feems, the 
advice of count Caprera, that they fhould diffemble 
with me in this manner, till the time of my delivery, 
which now drew near, was arrived. At their return to 
Venice, nothing could I read in either of their coun- 
tenances, which could give me caufe to think they were 
difpleafed with me; and the indulgence they fhewed me, 
with the fuppofed infidelity of Lorenzo, by degrees, 
abating the paffion I had for him, I grew perfcdlly tran- 
quil and eafy in my mind. Oh ! had I never been 
undeceived, I had been happy; but the hour which 
was to make me a mother being come, how prodigi- 
oufly was I alarmed, when I faw my hufband and my 
father enter the chamber, leading between them a 
pried, who had formerly been my confefTor, but had 
of late been abfent on a foreign vifitation : the women 
being defired to withdraw into another room, he began 
to talk to me of the duties of confeffion, and the little 
hope there w'as of finding mercy at the eternal judg- 
ment-feat, for any perfon who left this world without 

having 
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having firfl: received absolution from thofe whofe bulxnefs 
it was to give it; which, as he faid, could not be done 
without revealing all the remembered tranfgreffions of 
our lives. You are now in a condition, continued he, _ 
which brings death fo near you, that the eternal dart 
hangs over your head, waiting but the .Almighty’* 
>vord to lirike you to the center. Beware, then, that 
you-have not yet fome undifeovered fin which hangs 
upon your confcience, nor let fhame, cr fear of what 
any mortal power can do, prevail on you to hide it. 
fcpeak, and be forgiven ; or dying in Silence, exped no 
mercy. He faid much more to the Same purpofe, I 
being too much disordered, between pain and wonder, 
to reply; but when by repeated abjurations urged to 
Speak, I allured him, that I had nothing to reveal, but 
what I had already confelTed to him, who was my Spiri- 
tual direftor. But that is not Sufficient, cried my father 
fternly; a vaft eftate depends on the heir you are about 
to bring into the world, and mull not be the portion of a 
Spurious race ; anfwer with the Same truth, as you mull 
do at that dread Tribunal, where, perhaps, you may in 
a few moments hppear, if it be to your hufband, count 
Caprera, that the production of this yet unbern is 
owing; and if no other man has ever prevailed on the 
weaknefs of your Sex, in prejudice of your honour 
and your vow. The Surprize I had been in to what 
this vilit tended, now gave way to an adequate rage, 
when I found it was cccafioned by jealoufy. What ! 
cried I, am I fufpe&ed and taxed, in this cruel manner, 
of a crime my Soul abhors ? Ungrateful rdan ! purfued I, turning to the count. Since thou couldll: think mefalfe, 
believe me Hill fo; nor can I do lefs than inflift the 
punilhment of doubt for Such a wrong. So great was 
my fury at that time, that I believe, though my father protelled the women Ihdujd not come in to my afliftance 
till I had made a more pOfitive anfwer t© the queftion 
propofed tome, I Ihould rather have chofen death, than 
have given the Satisfaction they required, if the intereft 
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tif my child, who they both fwore fhould be an outcaft 
as foon as born, had not prevailed on me; and I at 
length gave my oath, that never had I yielded to the 
rites of love but with the count my hulband. This 
done, they left me, and the women were permitted to 
come in ; but I was fo difordered with the late treatment 
I had received, that it very much increafed the danger 
of my condition, and my life was defpaired of by every 
body in the room. I was, however, at lafl: delivered of 
the eldeft of thofe fons you fee here : but never mother 
lefs rejoiced in being fo. Infteadof the congratulations I 
expe&ed from a father and a hufband, and thofe obliging 
tendernefles f6r which women chearfully go through 
that dreadful moment, mine regarded me but with frowns, and fallen difcontent, civil to me but when 
other company was prefent. It is certain, that what- 
ever people may pretend, grief, without the afliflance of 
fome other-difeafe, will never kill; it may-by degrees 
confume the fpirits, and decay the body, but not de- 
flroy it immediately, elfe had not I furvived the treat- 
ment I then endured ; much lefs that which foon after 
was my lot. The count, who to that fpirit of revenge, which is natural to the Italians in general, had a more 
than ordinary lhare of it in his compofition; and though 
he was now pretty well convinced I had not wronged 
him in fact, was certain in his own mind, that I had 
done fo in intention, and that the other alfo had not 
been wanting, had it not been prevented by the death 
of Lorenzo ; it was not in his power to inflict more on 
him. I muft be the next, therefore, that felt the force 
of his indignation ; and though the condition I had been 
in, had till now prevented him from letting it loofe upon 
me, now was the time to vent the long pent-up pafiion 
of his ftruggling foul, and Ihcw me, that all the love he 
had borne me, was not fufficient to combat with the 
dictates of his more prevailing refentment. I was fcarce 
able to go out of my chamber, when he told me, he 
had a fpedacle to prefent me with, which had formerly 
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afforded me much fatisfaciion : and taking me by the 
Land, led me to this clofet, where he had ordered the 
tones of the-unfortunate Lorenzo to be placed as they 
Hill remain. Though I had no more than an indiilind 
guefs at the dreadful truth ; yet an objedl fo aftonifhing, 
fo fhocking, had almoft deprived me of my fenfes, 
before I knew the caufes I had for grief. But when he 
related the ftory, and with a barbarous pleafure dwelt 
on the cruel triumph he had-gained, my fpirits, weakened 
with pain and inward difcontent, were grown too weak to 
fuftain a difcovery fo alarming j and I fell motion lei's at 
the feet of this vindictive hufhand. He made ufe of 
his utmoft endeavours, indeed, to recover • me ; but 
when he had. What exclamations did I not utter? 
What did I not fay of upbraiding and reproachful ? 
How did now all my former tendernefs for Lorenzo re- 
turn, and with what an extremity of deteliation look 
upon his murderers! The names of father and hulhand 
were too little to awe the prefent fury of my foul. A 
thoufand times I cried out to them to compleat their 
Cruelty, and fend me to my dear Lorenzo; nay, was 
but with the greateft care and diligence prevented from 
giving myfelf that death which they denied me. The 
violence of my paflion, I think, abated that of the 
count’s, and he began to treat me with more mildnefs; 
and at laft to endeavour, by all the ways he could in- 
vent, to alleviate my difcontents; but I refufed to Men 
to any thing he faid : and one time, when he was more 
than ordinarily afliduous about me, I flung from him, 
and throwing myfelf on the floor, made a folemn vow, 
that fince he had brought Lorenzo to me, though not in 
a condition to know, or reward my conftancy, no day of my cnfuing life fhould pafs, without fome part of it 
being fpent with him. For many months did I refufe 
tidier to 11 cep or eat with the count, whom l never called 
i v any other title, than that of murderer, ruflian, and 
Lr.fe affaflin ; but paflions, which rage with that violence 
n.u.c did, arc feldom of long continuance. The ten- dernefs 
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^crnefs tie now refiamed for me, the penitence he now 
exprell for what the impatience of his jealoufy had 
made him aft, at length won me to forgive him, and 
endeavour to compofe myfelf. It is now ten years lines 
this affair happened, and time, as it decays all things, 
has deprived my griefs of their former poignancy. In 
compliance with my vow, however, I devote an hour 
every day to the memory of Lorenzo, in this recefs, 
which is the repolitcry of all that now remains of him. 
Lawrana was, feme time after the difeovery, releafed 
of her confinement, and permitted to attend me as 
formerly : fhe is very often my companion in this fad 
employment, and we join the mournful accents of our fighs for poor Lorenzo’s fate. The decorum of the 
world,, the love I bear my children, whofe intereft it is 
I fhould live well with their father, oblige me to feign 
a forgetfulnefs, as much as poffible, of what is pall; 
and the real tendernefs which I believe he now again 
feels for me, makes him omit nothing which may in- 
duce me to return it. Thus is the fecret of our mis- 
fortune concealed from all who know us; you are the 
only perfon intruded with it, and I depend wholly on your honour for the preferving it. 

Here fhe ceafed: and the other, after affuring her 
that ihe never would reveal one fyllableof what fhe had 
faid, told her, fhe was amazed how fhe could wear a 
look of fo much ferenity, when it could not be but 
that her heart.muft be all confufion and diforder. 
Cuftom, replied fhe, renders all things eafy; even 
diffimulation, to which my nature was ever moll averfe, by a long habitude I am now grown perfeft in ; befides, 
it is no inconiiderable lightening to .the weight of my affliftions, that I give a loofe to them in this clofet. 
My mind, dilburthened of the preffing anguifh by the 
vent I give it in tears, and in complainings here, has 
fomething of an unaffected chearfulnefs when I forfake 
this feene of horror. You fee, therefore, Miramillia, 
that there are woes in the world, of a nature infinitely 
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.fuperior to thofe you labour under, and yet are undis- 
covered even by the molt prying eyes. 

They had Some farther considerations on this head, 
after which the forrowful mother took her leave, being 
well convinced it was not from Anziana that die could 
hope to retrieve her dear fon. At her return to her 
own habitation, die fet herfelf to think whom die Ihould 
next addrefs: and in a moment, running through the 
whole clafs of her aquaintance, die bethought her of 
a lady, who had been married very young to a gentle- 
man fhe paflionately loved, and was as much beloved 
“by him ; but his relations being incenfed at the match, 
had contrived by a ftratagem to fend him beyond fea, 
to a place where he could neither write to her, nor re- 
ceive any letters from her. They were Separated for 
jnany years; but the perfon who occafioned it being 
called to anfwer in another world for the cruelty and 
injuftice he had been guilty of in this, the bridegroom 
was at laft returned to the longing arms of his faithful 
wife. The joy of fuch a meeting, joined to an afflu- 
ence of fortune. Seemed to promife Miramillia what 
fhe had been difappointed of in Anziana ; and as fhe 
had been extremely intimate with her, and had com- 
forted her in her afflittions, fhe doubted not but fhe 
would be as ready to receive her now in this happy re- 
verfe of her fate : ihe, therefore, made all imaginable 
hade to her houfe to wifh her joy, and to let her know 
the fervice fhe believed was in her power to render 
her. 

She was not deceived in one part of her conjetture ; 
Iferia, for that was the name of the lady fhe went to 
viiit, embraced her, and Seemed infinitely obliged to 
her, that fhe added to the number of thofe who came 
to congratulate her on this fortunate turn in her affairs. 
Some time was taken up in difeourfes on ordinary mat- 
ters ; but Miramillia, being full of the bufinefs which 
had brought her thither, entreated to Speak to her in 
jiivate. bn which, the other taking her by the hand. 
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led her into a fine garden, at the upper end of which 
was a grotto; which entering, as foon as they were 
feated, the forrowful mother began her ftcry, and re- 
peating the words of the fortune-teller,' begged fhe 
would make a trial of his truth, by undertaking this 
little piece of work ; for which, fhe told her, fhe could 
not doubt of her being qualified^ fince fhe had, in her 
dear hufband, all that fhe'liad everwifhed to bepofTeffed 
of. She had-no fooner concluded thefe words, than 
the other gave fo deep afigh, that thegrieved Miramillia, 
before fhe fpoke, was more than half convinced her 
fearch was not here to end. It is a fault, anfwered Iferia, 
to wifh with too much ardency, which Heaven fome- 
times punifhes with the utmoft feverity. I cannot fay, 
but that I have found more mercy, and that I cannot 
call myfelf unhappy, while I enjoy the fociety of my 
dear Montrano, my ever loved, and ever loving huf- 
band ; yet is there not a perfon in the world lefs fit to 
be employed in the talk you mention, than myfelf. But 
left you fhould fufpect my friendfhip, I will give you a 
proof of it, which I intended none ever fhould receive 
from me, that of revealing to you the truth of my affairs. After which, I lhall leave yourfelf to judge, 
if by my hands the enchantment vou defire can poflibly 
be wrought. The other, making no other reply to 
fhefe words than a low bow, in token that fhe would 
take it as a favour, fhe began the narration fhe had 
promifed in this manner. 

The HISTORY of MONTRANO and 
. ISERIA. 

O U know, faid fhe, that the paftion with which Montrano and myfelf were mutually infpired, 
hurried us to a private marriage, without obtaining the 
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confent of Polufino, the uncle of Montrano, and from 
whom alone he had any dependance ; his father having 
wafted the beft part of the eftate which was to defcend 
to him on a'courtezan, of whom he was fo fond, that 
he quitted one of the beft of wives in the world, and 
lived wholly with her. Polufino, however, had a very 
plentiful fortune, and having no children of his own, 
he declared to every body, that the young Montrano 
fhould be his heir: I, on the other hand, had but a 
fmall dowry, and that too in hands whence I could 
not eafily call it out; nothing, therefore, could be more 
unadvifed, than for two people in fuch circumftances to 
join in marriage : but love is deaf to reafon ; the fum 
of our defires being the enjoyment of each other, we 
looked on all the misfortunes which might arife from 
fuch an union, as nothing worthy our regard : we took 
all imaginable care, however, to conceal what we had done from the knowledge of Polufino ; but our caution 
was inefte&ual, he was informed of it immediately ; and 
fcarce two hours had we been in bed, before he broke 
into the hqufe where we lay, with a great number of armed men ; who forcing Montrano to rife, tore him 
from my trembling arms, and bearing him away, left 
me in a fwoon, which had like to have been fatal to 
me ; for the people of the houfe, furprifed at what had 
happened, came not into the chamber for a confider- 
able time; but when they did, they found me on the 
floor, naked, cold, and in all appearance dead : they 
applied things proper for my recovery, however, in cafe there were any remains of life lefts in me, which, to- 
gether with the natural ftrength of my conftitution, at 
laft brought me to myfelf, contrary to the expectation of 
all about me. I wjjii not prolong the time by a tedious 
repetition of the ex®mauons I madeyou may believe 
they were exceffive, and proportioned to the greatnefs of 
my misfortune. But how infinitely more wretched, 
even than what I feared, did I find myfelf, when the 
next morning, by break of day, I fent in fearch of hitn. 
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film, and heard, that the next moment to that in which 
he was raviihed from my embraces, he was fent on 
board a veffel, which then lay ready to fet fail, and was 
bound to feme part of the Indies ; but which, I could 
not by any perfon be refolved ! The years of fruitlefs 
expectation, which I waited in hope of his return, or 
hearing fome news of him, are -well known to you, who 
fo generoufly vifited me in that diftrefs, and omitted no 
tender office of friendfhip to alleviate my forrows. 
Seven times had the increafing fun cheared the glad 
hufbandman and bleli the fields, while all was winter and 
the gloom of night in my fad mind. Polufino in this 
time died, bequeathing his whole fortune to Montrano, 
if ever he could be heard of; which claufe gave a vaft 
addition to my griefs, fince till that time I had believed 
he had not been ignorant where it was he remained : I 
now doubted not but that he was dead; men'are irt- 
conftant, variable in their inclinations as the ever- 
changing wind, faid I to myfelf; but though, another 
objedt taking pofleffion of his heart, he might forget 
hi; ftgsring wife, the eonfideration of his intereft would 
not permit him to be remifs in his duty to his uncle. 
No, no, would I cry out, he is not falfe ! etefnalftruth 
and ever-grateful fondnefs have on earth no being 
but in his mind. But he is dead, he isidead ! and it 
is a prophanation of his memory, ^ to harbour even a 
thought to the difadvantage of hi.vhononr or his love, 
I now looked on myfelf as a widow, woreihe habit of one, and endured, perhaps, more real anguifh in my 
heart, than the moll truly difconfolate one ever had th# 
capacity of feeling or than the mod artful one had 
diffimulation enough to affedl. Even time relieved not 
my affiidlion, my griefs feemed rather flrCngthened by 
age ; and the more I reflected on the merits of Mon- 
.trano, the more I became inconfolable for his lofs. I 
believe you are not infenflble, that every body believing, 
as I did, that he was dead, I had many who addrefled 
me for marriage : fome of their offers appeared too 
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advantageous to be refufed, and I was daily pre/Ted by 
my friends to pitch on one of them ; but all my notions 
of love were dead, when I thought Montrano fo ; and 
refolving to devote my future days entirely to his me- 
mory, as a grief I thought moft juft, I made a fdlemn 
vow to continue as I was: but that not being effeftual 
to eafe me of their importunities, it was my defign to 
retire to a monaftery, and was fettling my little affairs 
that I might do fo, without having any incumbrance 
from the world upon me, when Montrano returned, I 
hdd a maid, who had lived with me from the time that 
dear youth had firft made his addreffes to me ; and as 
I was fitting one day reading in my clofet, fhe came 
running to me, with all the marks of the moft ftrong 
amazement written on her countenance. Two gen- 
tlemen, faid fhe, with an accent which feemed to hefi- 
tate with terror, entreat to fpeak with you; one muft 
be my Lord Montrano, or his ghoft : he has his eyes, 
his mouth, his very fhape and air, only more thin and 
dejedled. It is certain, that this poor girl verily be- 
lieved fhe-had feen a fpirit, for never did I behoM a. 
creature in fuch diferder ; but I had no leifure to think 
op the occafion of it, when he entered the clofet; 
guefling at the furprize I fhould be in, and having not 
patience to wait till it fhould permit me to come down 
Iferia ! my dear Iferia 1 cried he, am I again fo bleft 
to fee you ? And with thefe words fnatching me to his 
breaft, prevented my falling on the floor, as I was 
ready to do, overcome with an excefs of joy and won- 
der. This abfence of mind lafted, however, but for 
a moment, and I again awoke to fenfe, to thought, and rapture. Impoffible would it be, as well as im- 
pertinent, to repeat to you the welcomes 1 gave him, 
or the foftnefs of his reiterated endearments; there are 
a thoufand little incoherencies in the talk of lovers 
which delight beyond the expreflion, yet will be ridi- 
culous when reported afterward's. The accent, the 
manner, is infinitely more eloquent than the words ; 
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and though love is frequently obliged to wit to make 
himfelf be known ; yet wit more often is glad to have 
recourfe to the foft follies of love, to make himfe'f re- 
warded. Our mutual tranfports would not permit me 
immediately to perceive there was a ftrange gentleman 
in the room; but when I did, the confufion I was in 
for having fo long neglefted him, made me blulh ex-: 
tremely ; and the more I aimed to apologize for if, the 
more I found myfelf at a lofs how to do it: but Mon- 
tfano guefling at my thoughts, relieved me ; and with 
an admirable addrefs excufed me to his friend, who 1 
foon perceived was a man of excellent good fenfe and 
breeding ; he made, me, in his tunij a grfeat many fine 
compliments, with which he artfully mingled- fome 
praifes of Montrano. When Heaven, faid he, formed 
a pair compleat like Montrano and the beautiful Iferia, 
it certainly intended them as happy as they are deferving 
to be fo. It is, therefore, enough to make us call Om- • 
nipotence in queflion, and afcribe too great a power to 
the infernal potentate, if any misfortune fliould arrive 
which might deftroy their peace. I fhquld have taken 
thefe words as mere galantry, and regarded them no 
farther, if I had not feen the face of Montrano covered 
wdth a fcarlet bluih, which was in a moment fucceeded 
by a deadly palenefs : and foon a rifing tide over- 
whelmed his down-caft eyes, with difficulty reftrained 
from forcing a paffage hence, and gufhing out in tears. 
You may believe fo ftrange a change from all the 
fymptoms of the excefs of joy to thofe of grief, which 
now I obferved in him, filled me with the moil fhocking 
furprize; yet refolving to conceal it as much as poffible. 
The misfortunes which threatened us with lafting woe, 
replied I, are now, I hope, blown over, and all our 
days to come are harmony and peace. At lead, con-; 
tinned I, they mull be fo, if Montrano feels as fmcere 
a fatisfa&ion in our re-union as Iferia does. I fixed 
my eyes on his face intently, as I fpoke thefe words, 
and found fo much confufion there, as made me certain 

K 5 in 
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in my mind, fomething extraordinary had happened, 
which I Ihould know too foon; but what, I could not be 
allured. A thoufand apprehenfions, all at once, came 
crofs my thoughts, which, though I was impatient to 
di(cover the truth of, I feared to alk ; the diforder in my 
foul was too vifible in my countenance, for both Mon- 
trano and his friend not to perceive it; on which the 
former, alfuming an air as much compofed as polhble, 
conlidering the various agitations with which he, doubts 
lefs, at that moment was polfeft, and turning to the 
llranger. My dear Alceltus, faid he, Iferia is yet igno- 
rant of the reafons which, till now, prevented me from 
Jetting her know Ihe had a living hulband: I entreat you 
will relate them to her, omitting no occurrence, which 
either you have been an eye-witnefs of, or have heard 
from my repetition. I will, in the mean time, indulge 
refieftion in yonder gardens, and pay my thanks to the 
mighty Difpofer of all things, that I am permitted once 
more to fee this treafure of my foul; and that I find her 
in perfect health, and not forgetful of her ever faithful 
Montrano. He concluded thefe words with embracing 
me in fo tender a manner, as entirely diflipated all the 
imaginations I had lately conceived to the prejudice of 
his conftancy: I entreated him to flay while his friend 
gave me the hiftory of his adventures, or that he would 
let me know them from his own mouth; but he fo ear- 
neftly begged, I would allow him the liberty he defired, 
that I at laft forbore to prefs him contrary to his incli- 
nations ; and as foon as he had left the room, Alceftus 
began to execute his commands in thefe terms. 

A perfon, faid he, who was indebted to my father 
for a confiderable fum, having removed himfelf and his 
effetts to Ceylon, one of the Aliatic illands, I was 
obliged to go there; the governor of the fort being a 
particular friend of our family, vve judged he would 
have interell enough with the Dutch factory there, to 
compel the villain to do us jullice ; I embarked in the 
fame fhip, on which Montrano, at the dead of night, was 
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was forced on board; we began an intimacy there, 
which I hope will end not but with our,lives. He re- 
lated to me the hiftory of his paffion for you, his mar- 
riage, and that that was the reafon of his being fent to 
Ceylon, where one, who had been formerly a fervant to 
his uncle, lived now in great repute; having had the 
good fortune to pleafe the widow of a Dutch merchant, 
who made him her hufband, and put him in pofleffion 
of all her effects; which was very confiderable. With 
this perfon, he told me, he was to tarry till command- 
ed back by his uncle, which he expected would not be 
foon: he concluded his narration with thofe praifes of 
you, which your beauty merits, and a thoufand vows 
of an eternal fidelity. Though I was extremely troubled 
at his misfortune, a little motive of felf-intereft made 
me pleafed, that I had fo agreeable a companion in my 
voyage, and the time I was to remain at Ceylon ;.but 
to alleviate his melancholy, I gave him my promife, 
and indeed fpoke no more than I defigned, that I 
would ufe the utmoft of my endeavours at my return,' 
and oblige my father to do the fame, to prevail ou 
his uncle to recal him: but Heaven was plcafed to dif-; 
appoint the defigns of us all. After having failed with 
a fair wind and profperous gale, till we came wi thin a 
few leagues of our intended port, a llorm arofe, as vio- 
lent as it was bidden; we loit all our mafts, the bolt- 
fprit was fplit in two; and after being toft to and fro 
for feveral hours at the pleafure of the waves> a great 
fea came in, and drove us on a little ifland belonging to 
the Maldives, called Ekber, fhort of Ceylon about fewn 
leagues; it was with great difficulty vve got on fhore, all 
thofe little fpots of earth being encompaffed with huge 

’ craggy rocks, and the favage inhabitants fo unfkilful in every thing that can be called an art, that their 
harbours are'little better than fo many whir’ pools.- 
With an infinite deal of toil and care, however, we at 
laft got our long-boat in, which landing a few men at a 
time, returned for the reft; but the captain, chief mate, 
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and five mariners, flaying till the laft, a fudden hurri- 
cane rifing in a moment, were all loft by the veflePs 
fplitting, as was great part of the cargo; the reft lodged 
on the rocks, whence they were afterwards brought 
away by the inhabitants of this barbarous place. We 
foon found, that though we had efcaped the fea, we 
were not free from dangers as formidable as that could 
threaten. We had no fooner gained the ftiore, than 
we were defcried by two or three of the natives, who 
fending forth a loud cry, ran up farther into the coun- 
try ; and before we could welt refolve in what manner we 
ihould behave among a peoplewhom we eafily perceived 
to be wholly uncivilized, we faw near a hundred of them 
coming towards us; fome armed with great branches 
torn off* the trees, fome. with axes, and a few with bows 
and arrows: we now repented that we had taken no care 
to bring our guns from on board, bqt on fecond thoughts 
had reafon to rejoice; for though we could have made a pretty good defence againft this little troop, they 
would certainly have fallen on us in greater numbers, 
and, over-powered by them, at laft been provoked to have given us worfe treatment; we therefore opened our 
arms, and prefented to them our naked breads, in token 
cf fubmiffion; on which they feemed to receive us 
kindly; but drawing round us in a circle, conduced 
us, hallooing and Ihouting all the way they went, till 
we came to a place, which, as we found afterwards, 
was a kind of market, where flaves, fuch as we were 
now become, were difpofed of to the bell bidder. In this ifland, and it feems in moll of the others be- 
longing to the Maldives, there is a fort of Incas, or 
king, but all tributary, andacknowledging an obedience 
to one fovereign of all, who refides in Male, the chief 
of the illands, and ftilcs himfelf the emperor of thirteen 
provinces, and of a thoufand illands. He has a great number of Haves, and when he comes abroad, is wor- 
ftupped as a god. There was at this time a perfon in 
J^kber employed by him to buy Haves, and the market- 
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day happening to be the next day after we came, we 
were expofed to falemyfelf, with two of our mari- 
ners, were chofen fpr this mighty fovereign, but Mon- 
trano was the purchafe of the Incas of Alfoore, who had 
fent a meffenger thither alfo on the fame errand. The 
reafon that the great market was generally kept at Ek- 
ber, was not only becaufe it was the larged of all the 
iflands, but likewife that, lying at a more cdnfider- 
able didance from any of the others, than they did 
from one another, and more in the main fea, there was 
a greater probability of unhappy per Tons, didreffed by 
weather, taking refuge there than in the others, I 
thought it a very great addition to my misfortunes, that 
I was to be foparated from Morltrano; and I believe he 
fpoke no more than the truth, when he afterwards af- 
fured me it was fo to.him. I will not trouble you with 
what befel aayfelf in a five-years fervitude among thefe 
barbarous wretches. The charms of Montrano gSi^d 
him, for fome time, a milder fate. He had been em-' 
ployed in the vile offices, for which he was bought 
not many days before, as he was working in the gar- 
den of the Incas, a piece of paper, folded like a letter, 
fell at his feet; he took it up, and found it directed, in 
the Italian language, ‘ To the accomplidied Have;’ and 
feeing no perfon near him, he concluded it mud be 
thrown from fome of the palace-windows. The oddnefs 
of the adventure at firft gave him an infinite furprize ; 
but curiofity, at length, getting the better of it, he 
unfolded the letter, in which he found a great jewel; 
rich, but ill fet, according to the manner of fo unpo- 
lite a country. But the value of this prefent was no 
ways confiderable, when compared with the knowledge, 
that there was a perfon among thefe Pagans, with whom .. there was a probability he might converfe; calling his 
eyes, therefore, hallily over the letter, he found it con- 
tained thefe lines: 

“ SOME exclamations which I overheard youmake the 
“ other day, informed me that you are my country-man; 

“ your 
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<c your air and mien demonflrate you not to be of the 
" inferior rank of men j I fliould be glad to entertain 
“ you in a manner becoming your rank, but dare not <e make a public fhow of the regard I have for you, left 
“ it Ihould be fatal to us both, but will foon contrive a 

way to leflen the hardlhips you endure; in the mean 
" time, defire you will not fail to be in the grove of 

oranges, behind the banquetting-houfe, this night 
“ at twelve o’clock. Burn this billet, and take care to 

conceal the, diamond which I inclofed in it, more to 
“ give it weight, than that I thought fuch a trifle 
" worthy the notice of a man I am refolved to favour.” 

There was no name at the bottom ; nor was it in his 
power to form any conjecture, to whom it was he was 
fo much obliged: it is needlefs, therefore, to fay he 
longed, with the utmoft impatience, for the hour in 
which he hoped to have this riddle folved; you muft 
believe, that in the circumftance of being a flave among 
the moft barbarous people in the world, condemned to 
offices with which he was no way acquainted, and for 
want of underftanding the language in which he was 
commanded, little able to comprehend his mafter’s 
meaning, was but by ftripes made to difcover their 
otherwife unintelligible directions; languifhing his 
nights, painful his days; and what doubled the mifery 
of both, was the belief, that his fervice'was eternal; 
that the whole remainder of his life muft be pafled 
among thofe wretched lavages, for ever debarred from 
all focial converfation, his friends, his country, and his 
more dear Iferia. You muft, I fay, believe, madam,, 
that in fuch a ftate, it was no incOnfiderable confolation 
to think there was a perfon of his own country who pi- 
tied him, and feemed to have power to afford fome mi- 
tigation of his misfortunes. 

At lafi the expeCted moment Came, he attended at 
the appointed place, and had not waited long before he 
faw, by the light of the moon, which at that time fhone • exceeding 
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exceeding bright, an old woman, whom he had often 
beheld at a diftance in the palace, and knew to be an 
attendant on the wife of the Incas: he told me_ that he 
was fo much furprized at the light of her, that he knew 
not how to receive her with that ceremony, which the 
ftation <he was in feemed to require, as being the chief 
favourite of the greateft woman in the ifland. She 
perceived the diforder he was in ; and approaching him 
with a fmile, I am afraid, faid Ihe, in Italian, that the 
appearance of an old woman may have put a damp to 
thofe glorious hopes the letter you received muft certainly have infpired you with; but I dare fvvear, you have too 
much underftanding not to know, that our good genius 
does not always appear to us in the moft pleafing fliape. 
However difagreeable my form may feem, I bring you 
tidings which may excufe my age and wrinkles. The 
wife of the Incas of Alfoore, as well as myfelf, is of your 
country, both born and bred up in Venice; but her in- 
clinations being fomewhat more gay than was confident 
with the cuftoms of that republic, Ihe was fent to Bruf- 
fels, where fhe had fome relations, in order to be made 
a reclufe; I was ordered to attend her to that place; but 
in our way we happened to meet with a Dutch officer, 
who being captivated with the charms of Elphania, (for 
fo was then my miftrefs called) prevailed on her to ac- company him to Holland : we lived with him fome time; 
but the inconftancy, natural to mankind, rendering her 
unhappy in the lofs of him, we were reduced to very 
great hardffiips, which compelled us to do fomething contrary to the laws; we were feht to Ceylon, to ex- 
piate, by an eteruar flavery, a fin, which nothing but 
neceffity could have made us guilty of. Being expofed 
to fale in the market-place, fome perfons belonging to 
this Incas bought us for his fervice; but we had no 
fooner arrived here, and were brought into his prefence, 
than he fell fo paffionately in love with Elphania, that 
from a flave he railed her to his bed and throne: with 
this condition only, that ihe ihould renounce the chrif- 

tian 
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tian faith; which /he did, and is now the me ft favoured 
and beft-beloved of any of his queens; though he has 
fome of a birth equal to his own. This, continued /he, 
is the fum of our hiftory before your arrival; but fince 
you appeared, my royal miftrefs has been no more her- 
felf, all her days and nights have been taken up with 
contemplating in her mind the perfections of her lovely 
/lave; but that paflion, which the fight of you infpired, 
was extremely heightened, when happening to be in a 
clofe bower in the garden the other day, unfeen by you, 
/he heard you lament your ill fortune, and cry out for-- 
death, in terms, /he faid, the moft tender and moving 
that tongue ever uttered. She was, however, extremely 
pleafed to find you were an Italian ; and her thoughts, 
which had till then been divided, if /he fhould make 
you acquainted with the tendernefs /he had for you or 
not, were now wholly determined to do it the firft op- 
portunity. It is charity, faid/he to me j it is that na- 
tural inftinft which prompts us to have a pity for thofe 
of our own country, as well as love, which now obliges 
me to eafe the fu/Ferings of this lovely /lave; nor can I, 
will I, ought I to fee him langui/h under miferies to 
which I am certain he is a ftranger, and cannot, long 
fupport. She had no fooner formed this refolution, than 
/he wrote the billet, and plucking a diamond off her 
breaft, and folding it in it, that /he might be able to 
hurl it at a greater diftance than the paper ofitfelf might 
have fallen, we faw it light direftly at your feet; at 
which we /hut the window immediately, left, in the 
hurry of furprize and joy, you might have approached 
more'near than was convenient, where there are fo many 
fpies and guards perpetually attending. This is the 
intelligence I bring you, fir, purfued fne, which if you 
receive not with the extremeft pleafure, you are not only 
ungrateful, but alfo perverfe; blind to your own inte- 
reft, and deferving of the misfortunes you have already 
fallen under, and thofe which may enlue from flighted 
love, and tendernefs abufed. Montrano allured me, in 1 relating 
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relating this part of his ftory, that he never in his whole 
life had been capable of feeling fo much fcorn and de- 
teftation as at that minute ; the name of wife to the In- 
cas could not infpire him with fuch refpedt, as to take 
off his contempt for that of a tranfported felon, in which 
circumltance he found this queen had been brought to 
Ceylon ; he had his heart already too much devoted to 
his beloved Iferia, for any other charms to work the 
lead effedl. Thofe of this queen, though die had been 
the greateft beauty nature ever formed, would not have 
been able to have compenfated for the deformities of her 
mind. Scarce could he regard the- old beldame, who 
came from her, with patience; he had, however, pre- fence enough of mind to refled on the danger of dif- 
obliging her; but never, faid he, did I go through a 
greater or more difficult talk, than that of affeding a 
fatisfadion at the news fhe brought; he did it, not- 
withftanding his reludance, in fuch a manner as paffed 
for-truth;-and the amorous Elphania, not doubting, by 
what her confederate informed her, but that he was as 
fufceptible of her favours as ,fhe wifhed him, prevailed on her doating hufband to give her leave to retire to a 
little palace they had farther in the heart of the coun- 
try : fhe pretended that the air had been prejudicial to 
her health; and for the recovery of it, he willingly con- 
fented fhe fhould be for a little time removed. She had 
the liberty of chufing what flaves fhe pleafed to attend 
her, and Montrano, for whofe fake all. this was done, 
was the firft Tingled out; as for the reft, they were 
either fuch whofe fidelity fhe could depend on, or fuch 
who had not capacities to fathom the meaning of any 
thing which was not direftly told them. With this 
equipage fhe took leave of the Inca^^ and being arrived 
at the place to which fhe intendetf to go, the flaves were 
appointed each to their feveral employments; that of 
Montrano’s was to overlook thofe that kept the rooms in 
order, and fee that they did their duty; an eafy talk as 
to the bodily exercife of it, but his mind was in agita- 

tions 
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tions more violent than ever; the humour of the milirefs 
he now ferved, was more perplexing to him than the ty- 
ranny of his former mailers; nor had he lefs to expert 
from her revenge, when ihelhould find how little he was 
difpofed to comply with her intentions, than from the 
moll inhuman of his own fex. She prefented herfelf to 
him, her natural beauties illullrated with all the aids 
and embellilhments of art; Ihe talked to him in fo free a 
manner, that had he not been apprized of her delires by 
the difcourfe of her confidante, yet he could not have been 
ignorant what they were by her behaviour; but think- 
ing the fafell, as well as moll galant manner of denying,, 
was, not to feem to know that any thing more was ex- 
pefted from him than fubmiflion and refpeft, he never 
approached her but with the fame, awe as that we enter 
the facred temples ; but as this was not that fort of ado- 
ration which Ihe expe&ed from him, Ihe grew extremely 
peevilh, and after Ihe had difmilTed him from her pre- 
fence, complained to her confidante of the little compli- 
ance Ihe found in him, on which the lhamelefs procurer 
of her pleafures took upon her to chide him feverely ^ 
but,, while Ihe was doing fo, a fudden thought came in- 
to his head, which might gain him fome time: he told 
her, that no man coufd be more fenlible of the beauties 
of her millrefs, but that he was under a folemn vow 
not to know the joys of love for two whole years. More 
than one of them, faid he, is already elapfed ; and as I 
have kept my promife inviolable till now, have caufe to 
fear, that if I break it, fome fudden and unheard-of 
judgment will fall upon me. This monller of her fex 
endeavoured, partly by railing at his fuperllitious regard 
of oaths, as Ihe termed it, and partly by hinting, that 
no punilhment could enfue the breach of it, equal to 
that which threatened him in lofing the favour of the 
queen to alter his determination; but neitherperfuafions 
nor menaces being of any ufe, Ihe was obliged to leave 
him as Ihe found him, and return to her miftrefs with 
an account little pleafing to'her. What difcourfe palled between 
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between them v/as unknown as to the fubjeft of it; but 
he doubted not, by the gloom which fat next day upon, 
both their brows, that it had not been in his favour. 
And that he fhould Ihortly experience all that a cruel 
and revengeful woman, reltrained by no principles of 
honour, religion, or generofity, could inflift; but, 
contrary to thefe fuggeftions, the intelligencer of the 
other’s meaning told him, that in fpite of the coldnefs 
with which he had received her queen’s affe&ions, and 
the difregard he paid her, in preferring a foolilh vow to 
her embraces, fhe ftill retained a tendernefs for him, 
which would not fuller her to call him off, and had pre- 
vailed on her to wait the expiration of the time he men- 
tioned, for a proof how worthy he was of the paflion 
Jhe had entertained for him. Montrano, faid he, an- 
fwered this melfage in terms as obliging as he could; and 
from that time forward was put to no further trouble 
till the expiration of the year. They foon removed to 
the great palace, where the deceived Incas received this 
perjured woman with fuch demonftrations of kindnefs, 
that the knowledge of her ingratitude to fuch a hulband, 
whofe love had railed her from the loweit ebb of for- 
tune, and ftill continued to fupport her in dll the pomp 
that that part of the world could afford, marie her.yet 
more hateful in his mind; he often told nie,TKa^.he 
abhorred even to look upon her. But noAjfto 4>in\u-t 
my narration to a tedious length, the whoJe^yearjdfeiiis 
freedom .from her folicitations, he pall in contri^mces 
to get from that detefted place; but found jthat im- 
poffible, fince, had he made his efcape to anfof the-.,, other iflands, as perhaps he might have done lYka c^*- 
noe, the Maldives have fo good an intelligencdwtli 
each other, that he mult infallibly have been,difcovered, 
and fent back tb endure the moll cruel punilhments 
imaginable.. You may think it ftrange, perhaps,'that 
neither he nor I could have any opportunity of fending to Ceylon, where we both were known, and might 
early have been ranfomedj but the temper of thofe 

wretches 
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wretches is fo barbarous, that, befides the ufe a chriftian- 
flave is to them, they take delight in triumphing over 
and detaining them; and having no correfpondence 
with any .other nation in the world, they know not the 
value of their own commodities; and having every 
thing within themfelves, which they are capable of 
having any relifli for, regard nothing which may be of- 
fered in exchange for their Haves: gold nor filver is of 
any eftimation with them, their current coin being a 
white Ihell which is found upon the mountains, and 
which the Incas keeps a guard about, it being death by 
the law for anyperfon, but thofe appointed by him, to 
pick up any of it. For thefe reafons they have, on the 
frontiers of the ifland next to Ceylon, a conftant number 
of troops always maintained, who fuffer no boat nor per- 
fon to pafs either to or from that place, without a token 
from the Incas; for that being a place of trade, and 
having a faftory in it of chriftians, without this caution 
it would be impoflible to keep thofe people, who are fo miferable as to fall into their hands, from 
regaining their liberty. Montrano, therefore, having 
no way to fly from felicitations fo difpleafing to 
him, to evade them, pretended ficknefs: a few days 
before the expiration of the year, he counterfeited fo 
well the moil violent pains, that none who faw him 
but verily believed he languiihed under them. One 
thing, indeed, was a great advantage to his feigning,, 
which was, that there were no phyfleians in that place, 
their way of curing difeafes being to ihoot arrows into 
many parts of the patient’s body, believing phlebo- 
tomy a remedy for all diforders. Montrano fuffered 
this experiment to be tried on him, but afterward pre- 
tended to be much worfe than before. In fine, he car- 
ried on this deception for the fpace of feven months, at 
the end of which time he had an unexpected relief; El- 
phania fell in reality as fick as he pretended to be ; her 
life was defpaired of; and having before made an ex- 
cufe that the fea air did not agree with her conftitution, 
the Incas would needs have it, that her prefent diforder fprung 
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Tprung from the fame occafion, and ordered her to be 
removed on a litter borne on fix men’s Ihoulders, think- 
ing that the eafiefi: way of carriage. Montrano feeming 
not yet perfeftly recovered, was difpenfed with for not 
officiating in his employment, but obliged foon after 
to pretend a relapfe; for being, on the queen’s being 
fomewhat better, fent for to come to the place where 
fhe was, and thinking this would not be a lafting pre- 
tence, he feigned madnefs, and committed a thoufand 
irregularities, though none hurtful or mifchievous to 
any body: Elphania, as well as others, was deceived 
for a long time; but at length difcovered the im- 
pofition, by the fame means fhe had done he was an 
Italian: his misfortunes growing, by their continuance 
and little appearance or hope of relief, more heavy to 
be borne, he could not forbear giving them vent in 
tears and exclamations whenever he was alone : he was 
one day overheard by the confidante of Elphania’s de- 
fires, and the report that he was but feemingly mad im- 
mediately conveyed to her mifirefs; on which Ihe re- 
folved no longer to be difappointed in her love, or fail- 
ing in that of her revenge, for the contempt thrown on her beauty. She again defired leave ©f the Incas to 
retire into the country ; which being eafily obtained, 
among the number of flaves fhe took with her, was 
Montrano—The antick poftures of that poor lunatick, 
laid fhe, may divert in the abfence of my dear lord. 
Nobody in the leaft fufpedting her intentions, whatever fhe did in thofe affairs was unqueftipned. It was now 
three full years Montrano had carried on his difguife of 
madnefs, without any perfon in the world believing him 
otherwife ; nor had he any thought that Elphania had 
xlifcovered the deceit, till they arrived at the little 
palace which fhe had made choice of for the fcene of 
her pleafures or revenge ; but fhe was no fooner fettled 
there, than fending for him into her own apartment, 
wjrere nobody but the old Venetian woman was prefent, 
ihe began to queftion him, for what reafon he had im- 

pofed 
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pofed on a queen who loved him. The knowledge that 
he was fufpe&ed did not furprize him fo far, hut that 
he had prefence of mind enough to endeavour to wave 
it off, by replying in the fame wild and incoherent man- 
ner, as he had done fince he firft affedted to be frantick; 
but Ihe would not fuffer him to go on for any long time; 
but telling him, Ihe was convinced of the impofition he 
had fo unworthily put on her, and thatif he did not im- 
mediately confefs the true motive which obliged him to 
it, he fhould fuffer the moll cruel death Ihe could pollibly 
invent. He paufed a little on thefe words; not, as he 
faid, that he feared to die, but thought, that to die in 
this remote corner of the world, without the power of 
acquainting any perfon with his fate, was fomething too 
terrible to be borne; and thinking, that as Ihe was fo 
pofitive, no worfe could befal him in a declaration of 
the truth, than in a fruitlefs endeavour to conceal it; 
he threw himfelf upon his knees, acknowledged her 
beauties to be infinite, returned his moll humble thanks 
for the condefcenfions Ihe had made him; but withal 
confeffed, that he was rendered wholly unable to return 
her affections, by having, before he faw her, devoted 
his whole foul to another objedl; and then proceeded to 
relate to her the hillory of his love for you, his marriage, 
and the cruelty of his uncle ; who, feparating him from 
you, had occalioned his falling into the .condition of a 
Have. He told her, he relied entirely on her generofity; 
and entreated, Ihe would look on him with the eyes of 
pity arid forgivenefs. 

When Montrano related this part of his hillory to me, 
faid his friend, he told me, I muftmake ufe of my own 
imagination to conceive, what kind of fury it was that 
feized the foul of this moll vile woman, and fparkled in her eyes. You, madam, purfued he to me, if your foft 
foul can form an idea fo horrible, mull teb yourfelf 
what was not in his power, who faw it, to c.efcribe, 
much lefs'in mine.-—What, cried Ihe, is it ior another 
that I am deipifed ? Is it for the idea of an abfent wo- man 
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man the beauties of the prefent are contemned ? The 
burning rage prevented her from fpeaking any farther 
to him at that time ; but turning to the advifing fiend, 
who flood near her, they had fome difcourfe together; 
after which, in a loud voice. It (hall be lb, (aid (he ; 
iince he is no man for me, he (hall not for another. 
With thefe words (he flew out of the room, leaving only 
the old wretch with him ; who bidding him folio .v her, 
conducted him to a room at the'farther end of the palace, 
where having locked him in, (he left him for fome 
hours to meditate on what had happened ; but towards 
evening, coming in again. Well, faid (he, have you 
corifldered of your late folly, in the manner you ought to do ? Have you .repented ? And are you now refolved 
to accept that happinefs the queen deflgns you ?—I have 
already told her, anfweredhe, that it is notin my power. 
—But have you reflected, refumed (he, that your life 
iswholly in her’s? and that with a breath (he can dif- 

pofe your fate ?—-I have, faid he; and whatever miferies 
Heaven may make her the inftrument of, inflicting on 
me, I muft endure.—It is well, ungrateful wretch, cried 
(he, but (he has more of mercy than thou merited from 
her : your life (he will not take; but as you (light the 
joys of love, when proft’ered you by her, (he will take 
effectual care you never (hall tafle them with another. 
Montrano protefted to me, that he could not guefs what 
it was (he meant, till giving a damp with her foot, fix 
ludy (laves ruftied in, and, in fpite of his druggling, 
bound his hands and feet with great cords: the beldame 
faw it done; and afking him, once more, if he re- pented, to which he anfwcred in the negative, (he went 
out of the room, and bade the fellows do their office : 
,on which one of them plucked out a (harp indrument, 
drew nearer to him, and by fome aCtions difcovered to 
the amazed prifoner his inUuman intent. For, madam, 
now, continued he, comes on the dreadful part of your 
.unhappy hu(hand’s fate. Hufband, did I fay ? Alas! 
he, from that cruel moment, had no more the poverof 

being 
5 
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being fo ; deprived for ever of the dear names of father 
and of hulband ; robbed of his fex, and doomed to an 
eternal fterility. 

In forne time after this fatal event, Elphania, either 
repenting what flie had done, or that it were true, as flie 
faid, that fhe had. given orders only to threaten, not 
really to inflift fuch a misfortune; to make what re* 
paration was in her power, gave him his liberty, and a 
large fum of money, that he might tranfport himfelf to 
Ceylon. In fpite of the juft hatred Montrano had 
conceived againft her, the circumftances he was in 
made him accept of her favours; and hiring a canoe, 
embarked in it for Candea, the chief city of Ceylon; 
but the weather changing, they were obliged to land 
him among the mountains, fifty miles fhort of the port 
he defired: the necelfity, however, being unavoidable, 
he was forced to comply. He found fome poor Dutch 
on the fea-coaft, one of whom he took with him as a 
guide; but they had not travelled many miles before 
they were met by a gang of robbers, with whom mak- 
ing fome refiftance, he was dangeroufly wounded, after 
being deprived of all that had been given him by Elpha- 
nia. The poor guide continued by him till fome paf- 
fengers coming by, he w'as taken up and carried to a 
houfe ; where being taken fome care of, and his wounds 
drefied, though after a very indifferent manner, the 
ftrength of his conftitution at laft brought him to him- 
feif; but the only Chriftians in that place being Dutch, 
a people who never were greatly famed for hofpitality 
or charity, fo little was contributed towards his fupport, 
that the want of neceffaries kept him weak much longer 
than the hurts he got by the thieves would elfe have 
done. In fine, he recovered, but ha4f not ftrength 
enough, for a long ,time, even to writkyibout his 
chamber, ’till that fmall pittance, which nad bc^en 
allowed him, being taken away, and the appetites- of 
nature craving fupport, he crawled out into the ftreet; 
an object, he faid, of fo much pity, that he appeared more 

5 
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more like a ghoft than a living man. Having been fo 
long kept from air, coming into it all at once, made 
him faint away, and he fell down at the door of a rich 
native of the ifle; as it happened, he had lefs of the 
favage in him than molt of them, and could not fee a 
creature of his own fpecies in fo lamentable a condition, 
without affording him fome relief; he took him in, had 
him laid on a bed, applied proper things for his re- 
covery, and gave him the bell refrelhment he had in 
the houfe. Neither of them knew the language of the 
other; but the Ceylonefe made him underltand by figns, 
that if he would ferve him, he would be kind to him ; 
but Montrano, as well as he could, let him know he 
was a paffenger, who had been deprived of all he had 
of value by the robbers; and that he was travelling to 
Candea, where he had friends who would fupport him, 
but that he mult beg his way thither. The other lhaked 
his head at this information, in token that his country- 
men had little charity to llrangers ; but Montrano be- 
ing determined, he gave him fome fmall matter toward 
his fupport in the journey; with which, after having 
Rayed three or four days to recover his Itrength, he de- 
parted. But, alas! his long indifpofition and want 
had enfeebled his limbs in fuch a manner, that he ra- 
ther crept than walked; he nroved on, however, in this 
flow pace for a whole week, half a mile a day being the 
molt he could boall to have travelled; at the end of 
which time he unfortunately miltook his way, and 
happened into a wild place, which they call the defarts 
of Cayamas; there did he wander up and down, un- 
able to extricate himfelf from that labyrinth of rocks, 
which lie thick fcattered in that dreadful wafte ; and 
mull certainly have perilhed, had -not Providence fent 
him a relief by the molt unexpe&ed means. A gang 
of robbers having taken a rich booty, for which, in all probability, they were purfued, had taken Ihelt.-r in 
this place, where it was almolt impoffible for any to 
overtake or find them. Thinking themfelves fecure. 

Von. II. L they 
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they had fat down to reft and divide the prize at the 
foot of a great heap of ftones, which feemed as if they 
-had been thrown up by fome earthquake. When Mon- 
trano came on the other fide, he heard their voices; 
and Laid, he thought he never had heard a found fo 
pleafing as this was ; which gave him intelligence, he 
ihould once more fee the faces of human creatures, and 
he hoped be guided from that uninhabited wild. The 
pile which parted them was vaftly long, but not very 
high, and they happened to lie fo on the fide he was, 
that he might eafily climb to the top of it; in fpite of 
his weaknefs, therefore, he attempted it, and with fuch 
fuccefs, that in a few minutes he gained the fummit ; 

-whence looking down, he faw five men fitting pretty 
clofe together, counting money, which lay in a heap 
on the ground before them ; he was confidering in what 
manner he ftiould get down the ridge of ftones, being 
much more perpendicular on this fide than the other, 
.when one of the robbers, happening to call up his eyes, 
faw him ; the wildnefs of the place, his pale and ghaftly 
looks, the guilt of the gazer, every thing confpired to 
terrify; and concluding him to -be the ghoft of fome 
perfon he had murdered, gave a great fhriek, and pre- 
fently fell down in a fwoon ; his companions believing 
him ftruck with fudden death, ftarted from their feats, 
and had all of them, at the fame time, a fight of this 
affrighted objeft; every one took immediately to his 
heels, without any regard either of the booty for which 
they had ventured their lives, nor what became of him 
they left behind; and the natives of this country being 
extreme fwift runners, they were out of fight in a mo- 
ment. Montrano guefled what occafioned their terror, 
and cried out to them to ftay; but fear had either made 
-them deaf, or not underftanding what he faid, they took 
it for fomething contrary to what it was. In fpite of the numberlefs miferies of his prefent condition, he has 
often told me, he could not forbear fmiling at their 
flight, and falling into feme reflexions: how infepa- rable. 
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r&le, thought he, are cowardice and villainy 1 The 
place and circ'umftance he was in, however, giving him 
little opportunity for indulging them, he deferred it 
until another time, and made what hafte he could to 
defcend; which when he had done, he was in fome 
debate within himfelf, if he Ihould take the money, fe 
convenient for him in his neceffity, and leave the wretch, 
who had aflifted in the unlawful gaining it, to recover 
as he could; or if he Ihould endeavour to bring him to 
himfelf, and by that aft of charity engage him to be his 
guide out of the defart; the latter of thefe fuggeltions 
took place, not only becaufe he had already experienced 
how difficult it was for him to find his way of himfelf, 
but alfo that it was agreeable to the fweetnefs of his dif- 
pofition. Determined to do this, he kneeled down by 
him, rubbed his breaft and temples, bent him forward, 
and did every thing in his power to refiore him to his 
fenfes; which when he had done, by figns and fom* 
few words which he had learned from the Ceylonef* 
language, he made him at lad convinced, that he was 
no more than a man, and had no defign to hurt him. 
The fellow, thus re-affured, looked about for his com- 
panions, and finding they were gone, began to fcramble 
up what they had left behind. Montrano affifted him 
in gathering it, and by befeeching poftures, and fuch 
expreffions as he could make intelligible, entreated he 
would conduft him from that defart, which the other 
promifed to do; but by going round about, for fear his 
companions, when they had confidered on the matter, Ihould return and claim their lhare of the treafure, they 
were two days before they gained the road, but re- 
joiced was Montrano once more to fee it. At parting, 
the thief feeing the miferable condition he was in, gave 
him fomewhat to help him on his journey, and on he 
travelled till he came to a little town, called Javira; 
there I had the good fortune to renew my acquaintance 
with him, I having procured my liberty, by having 
ferved the fovcreign of the Maldives in an exigence, 

^ 2 which, \ 
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which, but for me, had coft him his life. I was tak- 
ing fome refrefhment at a houfe of entertainment, fuch 
a wretched one as that place affords, when I faw a per- 
fon featured like Montrano, but in fuch an abjeft and 
deplorable condition, and fo altered in every thing 
from what he was, that I could not believe the firit 
diftates of my mind, which told me, it was no other; 
yet refolving to be convinced, I drew nearer to him, as 
he was afking charity of the landlord of the houfe. He 
faw me not ’till then; but as foon as he did, Alceftus ! 
faid he. I will not go about, madam, continued this 
obliging friend, to reprefent the fatisfaftion I conceiv- 
ed at meeting with him; which would, indeed, have 
been as great a grief, had I not, at that time, been 
mailer of fufficient courage to eafe thofe calamities 
which were vifible to me : the others which were not, 
and which, as foon as we were alone, he inform- 
ed me of, gave me a concern equal to my furprize, 
that any thing, which had the fhape of a woman, could 
"aft in fo abhorred and fhamelefe a manner as Elphania 
and her confidante had done; but as there was no relief 
for a misfortune fuch as that, but patiently enduring 
it, I omitted nothing in my power which might confole ■him. We made the bell of our way toward Ceylon-, 
which at lafl we reached ; I had the good fortune to ex- 
ecute my father’s commands on the villain who had 
endeavoured to impofe upon him ; and Montrano found 
the merchant to whom he had been fent by his uncle, 
and received from him this pleafing intelligence, that 
the old gentleman, repenting what he had done, had writ 
letters to recal him; and when the anfwers had let him 
know he had not yet arrived on that coafl, had fent 
others full of grief, and entreating he would make all 
imaginable fearch for him. Neither of us, therefore, 
having any longer bufinefs at Ceylon, we refolved to 
leave it the firll opportunity, but were obliged to wait 
near two years before any fhip fet fail for Europe; and when 
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when after that time we embarked, it was in a Dutch- 
merchant-man, bound for Rotterdam; there were we 
alfo compelled to Hay a confiderable time before any Ihip 
offered for Venicebut at length meeting with one, 
we came together without any farther difficulties, and 
landed laft night; he has not yet paid his duty to his 
uncle, nor would fuffer meto fee my father, the tender- 
nefs he had for you calling him firfl: here, where, he faid, 
I mud alfo accompany him ; not being able, he faid,to 
relate to you himfelf the misfortune which you now are 
acquainted with from my mouth. 

Thus, faid Iferia, did the generous Alceftus end his 
melancholy narration; which having thanked him for, 
we went together to the garden, to fee what was, become 
of Montrano, whom we found lying in this very grove, 
in fo lad and melancholy a poflure as muft have moved 
any one to pity, much more a wife, who loved him 
more than all things on this fide Heaven ; and whofe 
affection was not in the lead abated by the knowledge 
of the injury that had been done him. I entreated him 
to rife ; but he refufing to do fo, faying, the earth, darknefs, and folitude, were fit for fuch a wretch as he 
was; I threw myfelf down by him, protelling that I 
would never leave him ; and that if he did not wilh to 
fee me the moll unhappy woman in the world, he mull 
throw off all thoughts, and, forgetful of pall misfortunes, 
join me in thanks to the Almighty Difpofer of all blef- 
lings, that he was at lalt pall over them, and fafe in his 
Iferia’s arms, as he Ihould ever be in her heart. As I 
was fpeaking in this manner. Oh thou moll excellent of 
all thy fex ! interrupted he, think not I come to clain* 
thee as a wife, to Airfe thy youth and beauty with the 
lhadow of a hulband : No ; it would be a fin Heaven 
could never pardon, Ihould 1 condemn thy charms to cold 
llerility : thou, who may’ft blefs the world with a race 
of angels like thyfelf. No, my Iferia 1 I came but to fge thee once, then take my everlalling leave, and in 
fome dillant doylter hide me for ever from thy fight.— 

L 3 Unkind. 
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Unkind Montrano, anfwered I, think you my love was 
fenfual ? Are you not as dear as ever? And would you 
leave me, leave me by your own choice ? Have I not 
endured enough, when torn from me by an inhuman 
uncle ? I walled feven whole years in grief; but you mull 
now inflift a fecond wretchednefs more dreadful than the 
firll: that was unavoidable, but this free-will, and 
want of love to me, or want of mine to you. But do 
not think that I will fuffer it; no, continued I, em- 
bracing him, thus will I cling about you ever, ncr lhall 
you throw me off; through lands and feas will I ac- 
company you, and wherefoever you go, Iferia will be 
there ; I am your wife, your lawful wedded wife, and 
will maintain my claim againll the united force of the whole world. Many more expreflions, of the fame na- 
ture with thefe, did I malce ufe of, to convince him, 
that I regarded him with the fame tendernefs as ever, 
and thought no misfortune equal to that of being fe- 
parated from him ; but could not prevail on him to 
alleviate his forrows for a confiderable time. Never 
was there a fcene more moving, more truly touching to 
the foul, nor never conflift more equally carried on by 
both; fondnefs with fondnefs warred, and love was 
oppofed againft love; mine at laft, however, gained 
the viftory, and he confented to live with me in ths 
manner you fee; w'e pafs our days in a mutual endea- 
vour to oblige each other, and our nights in fuch endear- 
ments a? a challe brother might allow himfelf with a 
filter he tenderly loved. Our misfortune is entirely 
concealed from all the world but Alcellus and yourfelf, 
on whofe difcretion I dare rely, elfe had not made you 
partaker of the fecret. I believe no woman could be 
more tranquil, in fuch a circumliance, than myfelf; 
yet, Miramillia, loving as I do, and beloved with the 
fame ardour, judge, if I can bring my wilhes to that 
pitch of refignation and content that is neceffary to 
qualify me for the talk you would have me undertake. 
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The afflifted mother fighed at the little iuccefs flie 

had hitherto met with, and having thanked Iferia for 
the good opinion Ihe had of her fecrecy, took her leave, 
and departed with a heavy heart. The next it came 
in her head to addrefs, on this fcore, was a lady in whole 
fortune there was indeed the utmoft appearance of fe- 
renity. She was married to a man Ihe long had loved, 
but had been prevented from being his wife by her pa- 
rents, who looked on him as her inferior in point of 
wealth. She now feemed to be poffeffed of all ihe had 
to vvilh, and was univerfally believed to be among the 
happy few. The manner in which ihe received Mira- 
millia, and the influence of every thing about her, with 
the tender afteftion ihe obferved between her and her 
huiband, made this aflii&ed mother conceive great hopes 
that her fearch was here to end. 

For which reafon letting her know ihe had fomething 
to communicate, ihe engaged her to retire with her into 
a room apart from the company, and there related to 
her the occaflon of her coming; at which the other ap- 
peared not lefs furprized than thoie to whom ihe had 
before addrefled this fuit; fain Are would have difluaded 
her from fuffering herfelf to be impofed on by the arts 
of thofe fellows, who have no other livelihood than what 
they extradl from the ignorant and credulous; but 
Miramillia, who ilill continued refolute on making the 
experiment, would not fuifer her to proceed for any time 
on this theme; and Stenoclea, for fo ihe was called, 
had too much complaifance to enter with her into an 
argument which ihe perceived her friend determined to 
defend ; with an air of pleafantry therefore, which had 
in it, however, fomewhatof diflatisfaAion, ihe told her, 
that whatever reafons Are might have to think herfelf 
unqualified for this employment, flie would undertake 
it; becaufe, faid flie, how little foever you may benefit 
by it, I am certain of receiving one very great ad- 
vantage by it, which is the happinefs I ihall enjoy in 
your fociety, which of neceflity you mull afford me for 

L 4 the 
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the time in which I am at work for you. Miramillia, 
extremely pleafed at the grant of her requeft, anfwered 
this compliment only with a fmile and bow, and re- 
turned with her to the company, having obtained her 
promife of beginning the work the next day. 

Three days had Miramillia paft in this houfe, in 
which time both Stenoclea, and Armuthi her hulband, 
feemed to ftudy nothing fo much as to divert her me- 
lancholy ; but all the feats and fports their kindnefs in- 
vehted, afforded but a fmall portion of fatisfaftion, 
when compared with that flie conceived, at feeing this 
lady bufily employed in that talk, which fo many had 
refufed to undertake, and from which Ihe had a greater 
hope than Ihe would make Ihow of, of obtaining her de- 
fires, and once more embracing her beloved for. It was 
now more than half accomplilhed, when Armuthi be- 
ing abroad, and the two ladies fitting together con- 
verfing on ordinary affairs, a fervant, with grief and 
confufion vifible in his face, entreated to fpeak in pri- 
vate to Stenoclea, who trembling, as if fearing feme 
f.vpefted ill, bade him follow her into another room. 
Stenoclea returned not to Miramillia, till flie had heard 
a great noife below flairs, and a fl.range confufion of 
voices, which now gave this unfatisfied mother fuffi- 
cient caule to apprehend, that fomethinghad fallen out 
which would render this lady alfo incapable of doing her 
the fervice Hie required. As Ihe was thus reflecting and 
lamenting the misfortunes of others as well as herfelf, 
Stenoclea, with ftreaming eyes, and all the fymptoms 
of grief, appeared : Oh ! Miramillia, cried (he, it is 
now no longer in my power to impofe on you : thofe 
fears which made me ever incapable of doing you the 
fervice you required, though I concealed them, in hopes 
to put an end to fo fruitlefs an enquiry,, are now come to 
pafs, and I mull now be known to be the wretch I am ; 
fain would I have deceived you into an opinion of my 
happinefs, by fhewhig you how ineffeftual the per- 
formance of what you alkcd would prove, to prevent you , from 
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from being any longer deceived by the fubtilty of that 
vain predictor, who advifed you to this fearch——but I 
am prevented in my defign, and fo far from that hap- 
pinefs you wilh to find, muft own my breaft a perfect 
chaos of wild confufion, grief, defpair, and fhame. 

It is hard to fay, whether Miramillia was more fur- 
prized or troubled at fo fudden an alteration ; but hav- 
ing made ufe of her utmoft eloquence to perfuade her to 
a patient enduring of her fate, entreated Ihe would re- 
late by v/hat means Ihe was become unhappy; on which 
the other endeavouring to fubdue her paffions, replied, 
that (he had not thus long made a fecret to her of her 
mod private affairs, but with an intention to put her off 
giving credit to the fortune-teller, and perplexing her- 
felf with a vain enquiry after what it was fcarce pro- 
bable (he would ever find, or if (he did, would be of no 
confequence to her defires in the end. 

Long, faid (he, have I been wretched, through the 
fears of that misfortune which is now arrived; and when 
you addreffed to me as 'to a happy perfon, my full eyes 
were ready in a flood of tears to convince you of your 
miftake, and proclaim the fituation of my heart; but 
friendftiip interpofed, and told me, that by deceiving 
you this once, I (hould preferve you from continuing to 
be deceived, fince in finding no effedt from that piece 
of fempftry which you believed performed by hands pro- 
per to undertake it, you would no more have relied on 
that fabulous prediiTtion, which I perceive has already 
given you fo much fruitlefs toil. But my defigns are 
now difappointed, the crud certainty of rny fate leaves 
me no room for hope, or for concealment; you and the 
whole world muft now be fenfible, the fun in his ex- 
*enfi\e progrefs fees not a wretch fo loft, fo dead to 
comfc rt, as the undone Stenoclea. 

The diftradtion of her thoughts here broke in, and for 
a confiderable fpace of time would not permit her to utter one coherent fentence ; but fummoning he whole force 
e£ that refolution (he was miftrefs of, (1 eat length re- 

L covered 
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covered herfelf enough to fatisfy the high-raifed curiofity 
of Miramillia; and being again defired by her, prepar- 
ed to give her the account ftie was fo impatient of, and 
feating herfelf by her, began in thefe or the like terms. 

The HISTORY of STENOCLEA, 
AND THE SlGNIORS ARMUTHI AND 
BARN IBAR. 

r I "’ O make you acquainted, faid fhe, with the means 
_ which has brought the fad catailrophe of my fate 

about,, as alfo to let you a little into the nature and dif- 
pofitions of the perfons concerned in it, I mud enlarge 
my ftory, by going back into thofe years which may 
properly enough bfe called my childifh ones ; many 
things happening at that time, though long fince paft, 
which have drawn on the mifery of the prefent. 

Know then, dear Miramillia, that I was bred the 
darling of my doating parents, my only brother being 
many years elder, and then abroad on his travels; I was 
looked on as the comfort of their age, their marriage 
having never produced any other offspring than us two.- 
.1 need not tell you how careful they were of my educa- 
tion ; the little underftanding I hill retain in poetry, mathematics, mufic, dancing, and thofe other accom- 
plifhme'nts proper for a perfon of my fex, will fuffici- 
ently inform you ; they defired I fhould be miftrefs, in 
as high a degree as my capacity would permit, of every 
thing defirable in a woman. The reputation of im- provement, however, which thofe who had the care of 
inflrufting me favoured me with, joined to a tolerable 
fhare of beauty, gained me, before I reached the age of fourteen, a great number of vifitors, whopretended 
themfelves devoted to my charms; how much the gene- rality 



rality of them were fo in reality, I gave myfelf not the 
trouble to. examine, my whole willies and delires being 
centred in the agreeable Armuthi, a gentleman, whole 
maturity may inform you, was all that was love-infpiring 
in his bloom ; his age did not at that time exceed mine 
above five years, yet was there fomething of a manly 
majefty, which, mingled with the native fweetnefs and 
innocence of his unexperienced youth, gave fuch charms 
to his air, which I am unable to exprefs: but he was 
inferior in point of fortune; and that deficiency, in 
the eyes of my parents, (who partially imagined the 
merits of their daughter might entitle her to the greateft 
expectations) over-balanced all his perfections. They 
could have given me a dowry which might have ferved 
as a competence for both, and made his wants unfelt: 
not all the tendernefs I regarded him with, though not 
unknown to them, could prevail on them to confent, 
that I Ihould match with one whofe only jointure was his 
love. In fine, they were now pitilr all remembrance of 
what once they were, had loll in age the fpftening 
defires of youth, and looked. 6n grandeur as the only 
felicity in marriage. They were continually preaching 
to me the pleafures of title and precedence; reprefent- 
ing to me the inftability of thofe defires which perfonal 
perfections excite, and the numberlefs ills to which a 
woman is expofed, who gives herfelf away merely for 
the fake of love ; they bid me refleCt on the mutability 
of all palfions, and efpecially on that by which I was 
at prefent influenced ; how wretched I Ihould be if Armu- 
thi, after becoming my hulband,'; Ihould fwerve from his 
love, or I repentthat which had made me his; reminded 
me that the tie of marriage was irrevocable, and that 
if either of us deviated from our firft flame, with what 
anxiety the chain would be dragged by both. But this 
was a doCtrine in which I had no faith ; I could not 
believe there was a poflibility for love, like ours, ever 
to diminilh ; and as to any other mifchiefs, I let them 
at naught, A thoufand times [good Heaven ! pardon 
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the wild exclamation] I have cried out, O let Armuthi 
fee but mine, and I will defy the word that fate can do! 

But I will not detain you with any particulars of the 
extravagance of my paffion, which are not altogether 
material to my ftory ; it (hall fuffice to tell you, that I 
loved too well to liften to the pretences of any other, 
though there were many who follicited my father on 
my account, and fome of them very advantageous; 
but I was not to be moved by their defpair, by the en- 
treaties and commands of my parents, nor by any con- 
fiderations of my own intereft ; and made no fcruple of 
refolutely declaring, that fince I could not be the wife 
of Armuthi, I would be fo of no man. This equally 
paffion ate lover would fain have perfuaded me to make 
myefcape, and wholly neglecting all future contingen- 
cies fly with him to fome place, where unknown we 
might obtain the means of being made one, and cc'n- 
fummate our loves ; nay, once had he, for a handfome 
bribe, prevailed on a prielt to join our hands without 
the knowledge of my obdurate parents; but neither to 
the one nor the other would I give confent; not that I 
denied through any fears of what might happen to my- 
felf for fuch an aft of difobedience, but that I could 
not bear the thoughts of involving him in the misfor- 
tunes which muft inevitably fall on me. I loved him 
with too much real tendernefs to confent he fhould be 
unhappy with me; and even wifhed he loved me lefs, 
fxnce I feu id he cculd not be fo without me. In fpite of the diligence with which I was obferved, 
I made ufe of ftratagems which frequently gave us the 
bleffing of meeting, if that can be called fo, which was 
indeed no other than an opportunity of condoling each 
other, and lamenting our mutual woes. My mother’s 
death, which happened in this time, rid me of one 
very watchful fpy ; and though I regarded her with a 
dutiful refpeft and love, yet it was fo inferior to that I 
bore Armuthi, that the joy b took in finding myfelf 
more at liberty to fee him, took away great part of 
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that forrow 1 ftiould elfe have felt for the lofs of fo near 
and dear a relation. My father, who had, perhaps, 
more teiidernefs for her than he was fenlible of himfelf, 
furvived her not more than half a year, but died with 
the fame refolution that he had lived, to prevent my 
marriage with Armythi; and that he might the more 
certainly do fo, he left my fortune dependent on my 
brother, and to be forfeited to him if ever I became 
the wife of that prefent gentleman ; and left my tears 
ftiould work on Ins yielding nature to confent to it, the 
eftate was to defcend to him, to be the portion bf ano- 
ther ; both of us to be cut off from his name and title, 
and as we obeyed this injunction to be bleffed or curfed. 
Severe decree of a dying parent! yet fuch was the aver- 
fion he had conceived for this match, that he would omit 
nothing which he thought might be a means to hinder 
it. All the hopes I had on the known fweetnefs of my brother’s difpofition were now vaaifhed, fince he could not 
confent I fhould be the bride of Armuthi, without in- 
curring the curfe of our father ; npr had the power to 
preferve me from beggary, without being made a beg- 
gar himfelf. I thought my condition now more defpe- 
rate than ever; I had indeed no longer obftacles to 
keep me from converfing with this idol of my foul, as 
often or as freely as 1 pleafed; but to what end did I 
fee or converfe with him, but to become more unhappy 
by the daily difcovery of fome new charm, and the re- 
flection that I muft never be more his than now I was ? 
I had but one faint fhadow of comfort, and that was, 
that at my brother’s return, which was now expeCted 
every hour, I fhould perfuade him to mitigate the fen- 
tence of my father’s teftament; and though he could 
not fiaffer me to receive my dowry, might evade the 
penalty of paying it, by allowing me the intereft of it 
per annum, under the denomination of charity. This 
I fometimes flattered myfelf I fhould perfuade him to 
do, and it was this alone which the unhappy Armuthi 
and myfelf had to pi'Sferve us from defpair; for he, 

alas! 



THE FRUITLESS 230 
alas ! had no probable view of maintaining the charges 
of a family, his whole dependance being on the favour 
of an uncle, who, though he very much encouraged 
his' addreffes to me, while there was the leaft hope of 
prevailing on my father to confer, t to the marriage, was 
now as much averfe, fince he had heard the cruel con- 
ditions of his will; and often chid Armuthi for con- 
tinuing his vilits to me. I had not feen him for two 
days, when, to my inexpreflible furprize and grief, 
I received this letter from him. 

Here Stenoclea opened her cabinet, and taking out 
a paper, read to Miramillia the following lines : 

“ MY tongue has for fome time been endeavouring 
“ in vain to tell you, oh my for ever loved Stenoclea ! ,c what now I force my pen to do. Oh ! with what !/ words fhall I exprefs what it is I mean ? Can I live, 
“ and fay that I no more mull fee you ; no more mull c< liilen to the enchanting harmony of your heavenly 
‘ voice; no more mull hear you own a tendernefs, 
‘ which to be bleffed with, there is not a faint but might 
^ forego his heaven, and Hand excufed for change of r‘ rapture ? To what a hell am I accurfed that muft f endure all this? nay, like Bellerophon, mull my 
* own fentence bear. Yet will I not complain, nor 
‘ utter one fyllable to exprefs the anguilh of my foul, 
* or excite an unavailing pity in yours. Fate, who 
‘ ordains, me to this mifery, will foon, I hope, b« 
‘ kindly cruel,, and make it too violent to be lading,. 
‘ and llrike me dead at once. For oh, Stenoclea ! I 

haverefolved to go for ever from you; to carry from 
your fight a wretch, whofe contagious woes drive 

* peace and happinefs from their loved manfion—your 
‘ gentle bread. Never, never will I renew thofe vain 
' delires of unaccomplilhed love,.nor perfecute you 
‘ with a fruitlefs fuit. Far from your fight will I con- 
‘ ceal for ever this ill-fated form, too much beloved, c Jfince too little worthy of bring loved; and leave you “ tQ 
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“ to regain that peace which I have too long dedrovecL 
“ Guilty, as miferable, Ihould I be to wilh, much lefs to 
“ attempt, the oblcuring of fo bright a liar ; and in- 
“ volving in the gloom of mine, a life which has fo many 
“ opportunities of (hining with the utmoft fplendor. 
“ Oh! may no thought of me overcloud your future 
“ joys, but an eternal round of blefiings crown each 
“ enfuing day! Farewell! believe, that in forfaking 
“ you, I now do more to prove my love, than had I 
“ fpent the bell part of my blood in lighting with fome 
“ happier rival; nay, even in dying for you : that had 
“ been a glorious end; but this I now go to feek amean, 
“ lingering, and painful one. Pity me; oh! to the 
“ lall moment of my life, adored and loved Stonoclea 1 
“ for I would Hill be pitied, though not loved. Hea- 
“ ven! that I Ihould wilh Stenoclea not to love me ! 
“ What is there but that dear comfort to withhold me 
“ from running madly into fome defperate aftiorr-. and 
“ breaking through all laws both human and divine 2 
“ Yet, till you ceafe to afford it, peace mull be a “ llranger to your breall. Forget me then, banilji me 
“ your thoughts ; but wilh me not to live : in mercy 
“ pray for the fpeedy death of 

“ The defpairing, 
“ The dillrailed, 

“ Yet adoring 
“ Armuthi. 

“ P. S. What I have refolved, not even your “ commands lhall prevent me from executing ; this 
‘c therefore comes expecting no reply, and before you 
“ can have formed one, I Pnall be pall the reach of it. 
“ Adieu, once more, too lovely,, and too good for my 
“ repofe ot^your own !” 

I cannot exprefs the grief I was in at the receipt of' 
this letter ; I was nearly touched withjthe generofity of 
his behaviour, and joined with him in the opinion, that 

fxncc 
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fmce there was fcarce apoffibility of our being at peace, 
and indeed the reputation of both demanded our fepa- 
ration, yet could I not confent to it; I found my foul 
too weak to refolve again!! what gave me fo much plea- 
fure as his fociety, even though it were only a partner- 
fhip in misfortunes. I fent immediately to his lodgings, 

'charging the mefienger to tell him, I mull fpeak with 
him before he went. But my commands arrived too late-, 
and I was foon after informed, by one who was in- 
timate with his uncle, that he was gone to travel*, 
but to what part of the world was kept a fecret. His 
only defign, as he has fince told me, being to feek 
a cure for his hopelefs pallion, he thought it would be 
an ill recipe to feed the diftemper by letters or meffages 
from the beloved objeft. This relation of his alone 
knew where he went; and having fo great a defire to 
prevent his nephew’s throwing himfelf away, as lie 
called it, on a woman, who if (he married him mult 
have no fortune, there was little probability he would, 
reveal it. Inconfolable was I for his departure, fome- 
times believing his proceeding had been occafioned by 
an excefs of love, and regard for my repofe ; at others,, 
that it was owing to the want of it; and whenever this 
laft refleftion came acrofs my thoughts, it gave me 
pains too terrible for defcription. 

Soon after this I received letters from Barnibar, fo 
my brother was called, dated from Padua, which 
brought me word, he was on his return, and woild. 
fpeedily be in Venice : never was there a more ten e- 
affetHon than that with which we had regarded e; ch 
other before he went to travel; and as I had not abated 
any part of that which I had felt for him, fo I fuf- 
peCted not that abfence had diminilhed his for me, and 
promifed myfelf in his fociety a real confolation for the 
lofs pf Armuthi:. but, O God! when 1 expedled to 
embrace him, ’and every moment thought the next 
would bring him to my arms, I received an account of 
his death, that he was killed by a gentleman on the 
road with whom he unfortunately happened toquar-. 
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rel; and a fervant he had with him -endeavouring 
to revenge his mailer’s death, was alfo left for dead j 
that the perfon by whom this misfortune had happened 
was unknown, and had made his efcape, fo that all 
hope of doing juilice to his manes was extinguiihed. 

Judge what a furprize this muil be to a filler that fo 
tenderly loved him; I found no comfort in the vail for- 
tune which by his death I became miilrcfs of, and 
looked on myfelf as the moil forlorn creature in the 
world. O, Armuthi! would I cry, thou hail aban- 
doned me, and Heaven knows where thy defpair will 
carry thee—And Barnibar ! thou who alone, by thy ad- 
vice and tender friendihip, couldil have brought peace 
to my afflidled foul, art torn from me by fome inhuman 
hand—O ! bring the murderer to light, good Heaven ! 
purfued I, that I may profecute him with the fevereil 
vengeance—let him be taken, let him be dete&ed 
when he leail fears the danger, and fudden ruin over- 
whelm him, as that he brought on Barnibar, my un- 
happy brother ! 

But I will not, continued fhe, weeping afreih at this 
part of her ilory, prolong the fad catailrophe of my 
fate, by repeating to you the exclamations I made, or 
the thoufand vows I offered up to Heaven, and every 
faint, for bringing forth this unknown deilroyer of my 
brother’s life. I had fcarce celebrated the folemnity of 
his funeral, before I heard Armuthi was brought back 
to Venice, being feized on the road with fo violent an 
indifpofition, that he was unable to purfue his journey, 
and had taken the firll opportunity of a litter for his 
return. It was repotted he was at the point of death, 
and entreated to fee me. Sure never any heart was fub- 
jecled to fuch viciffitudes of anguiih, as was mine, to 
have him reilored; but reilored in fuch a manner as 
muil deprive me of him For ever, was infinitely more 
dreadful than all 1 had before endured. I now per- 
ceived that he was ilill more dear than Barnibar had 
been, and that all the ties of blood are far inferior to 
thofe of love:—In fpite of the difguil I had conceived 

again ft 
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egainfthis uncle, I flew to his houfe, and regardlefs of the 
eenfure of the world, omitted nothing which I thought 
might contribute to the recovery of this foul-lick lover, 
for well I faw grief was his only diftemper. My kindnefs 
was fo great a cordial, that, contrary to the judgment of 
the phylicians, who fome hours before I came had faid 
he could pot live, I left him very much reiiored, and in 
fo fair away of recovery, that it amazed ail about him. 
His uncle, now as obliging to me as he had formerly 
been the reverfe, gave my generolity and conftancy fuck 
praifes, as whoever had heard might have"believed ; he 
alfo was myv lover; but I took little notice of them, 
well knowing that to have a great fortune, independent^ 
by the death of my brother, was the greateft charm I 
had for him. Early the next morning did I vifit my 
dear patient again, and found him in a condition, fuch as 
gave me great hopes I Ihould complete the cure I had 
fo fortunately begun ; in fine, I left him not till it was 
fulfilled, and having now no obftacle to prevent his 
being my hufband, was married to him in a fhort time 
after, to the great fatisfa&ion of his now obliging uncle. 

Nothing ever was more ardent, or more tender than 
the afFeftions of Armuthi; all his aftions, all his words, 

-were fo manydemonftrations of his fincerity; and asl had 
given him the utmoft proofs of mine, he could not but 
think his lot extremely fortunate; yet in the midfl of 
all the joy he exprefled at my being his, I every now 
and then obferved fome ftarts of anguifh breaking 
out, and giving a check to rapture; deep groans, 
and fighs too heavy for reftraint, would ever and anon 
Lurft from his troubled breafl, even when furroundcd 
with his molt gay companions; nor could the chear- 
ful glafs, when fwiftly palling round in jocund healths, 
repel their force, though oft I have feen, and wondering 
fecn him, ftruggle with the innate diflurbance ; but in 
unguarded fleep, with what dire furies feemed his brain 
poflefled ! It is falfe, he would cry, wildly llarting up, 
j killed him not; and then, again,, throwing himfelf 
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on the floor in ftrange convulfions. Hide, hide me, 
roared he out, from the offended ghofi:! Stop, flop that 
ftream of blood! it will fwallow me ! See! I am en~ 
compaffed with a liquid fire! all hell is on me 1 Awaked 
and frighted with fuch dreadful founds, I have perforce 
broken the chain of fleep, and taken him to my arms; 
but, oh! what tremblings had the dire vifions left on 
all his frame ! in vain, with every art of fond, endearing 
love, did I endeavour to bring him back to peace ; too 
well I faw tranquillity was baniflied from his bread:, and 
he but wore a ihow of foft. contentment. As nothing . 
ought to be a fecret between'jterfons whom love and 
law had united in the facred tie of marriage, I preffed 
him, with all the tendernefs'I was capable of expreffing, 
to reveal to me the caufe of his affliction ; but never 
could I obtain from him this proof of what he had fo 
often fworn, to deny me nothing I could affc, and in 
his power to grant; but, on the contrary, he told m« 
that he had in reality no caufe for grief, that thofi* 
troubled vifions were a diforder hereditary to his family, 
and that it was madnefs to impute the wild ideas of 
fancy, in which reafon had no part, to any real difor- 
der in the waking mind, which he affured me was en- 
tirely free from remorfe, or guilt of any fecret fin, 
which fliould occafion fuch coufufion, as he was fenfi- 
ble fometimes appeared in him. I cannot fay I was 
perfe&Jy fatisfied with this reply; but having frequently 
fpoke to him on this head, and finding him Hill the 
fame, and at laft to grow a little uneafy, that I expreffed 
a diffidence in what he faid, I was obliged to give over any farther interrogatories Concerning the affair : his 
diforders, however, encreafing, efpeciallyin fleep, gave 
me alfo perturbations which were very terrible to fuftain : 
he fo frequently crying out on blood, made me in- 
deed think fome had been ffied by unwarrantable means; 
and more than once it Itruck into my mind, how dread- 
ful a ruin we muft be involved in, if by any accident 
he and my brother Ihould have met, and it ihould be 

<h' 
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the ghoft of that unhappy youth, whom he fo often 
named; and the bare apprehenfions that fuch a thing 
was poffible, gave me horrors which I am not able to 
exprefs ; but I endeavoured to banilh fuch thoughts as 
much as poffible, and whenever any thing happened to 
renew them, Itrove with all my might to overcome them 
by arguments of a contrary nature ; yet would they not 
wholly forfake me, and the condition I was in was far 
from happy. 

About five months fince our marriage, did I live with- 
out any certainty, that there was fomething in the bot- 
tom of all this, more than what I have told you. Oh ! 
would to God I never had been convinced! Sufpence, 
tormenting as it was, was yet inferior to what enfued 
the dreadful dete&ion of Armuthi’s crime, and my ir- 
remediable misfortune ; but murder though for a time 
concealed, will, fometlme or other, break forth, and blood 
will call for blood, I was fitting this morning in a low 
parlour, when I obferved a man who feemed to be en- 
quiring for feme perfon in the neighbourhood ; I ima- 
gined I had feen the face, and looked more earneftly, 
when prefently I faw him come to our gate, and on his 
near approach knew him to be Stilicon, an old fervant 
in our family, "who had attended my brother in his 
travels, and the fame who was reported to have been 
murdered with him at Padua : I was infinitely pleafed 
to find him alive, hoping by him I might difeover 
who was the ddtroyer of my dear brother, and take that 
vengeance which his death required : I ordered he 
fnould be admitted immediately, and as foon as he w'as, 
began to queftion him concerning the manner of that 
unhappy accident; to which he replied in thefe terms: 

We had not, madam, faid he, left Padua more than 
half an hour, before we met a gentleman well mounted, 
but unattended; either through defign or chance, he 
rode fo. near my mailer, that their horfes jollied, and 
the llranger’s horfe being fomewhat fiery, gave a fud- 
4en fpring, which was very near throwing his rider ; 
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he taxed Signior Barnibar with incivility, imputing the 
caufe to him, as not having taken care to guide his 
bead, or turn him out of the way. My mafter not 
thinking he owed that refpeft to a perfon unknown to 
him, and whofe appearance feemed not to command 
fuch a deference, anfwered him in terms befitting the 
arrogance of the demand; on which the other, who, 
I believe, was heated with wine, challenged him to the 
proof, which of them merited to be efteemed the bravell 
man : my mafter, unwilling to decline the combat, 
leaped in a moment from his horfe, commanding me 
to take care of him, and, drawing his fword, ran to 
meet his antagonift, who was already prepared, and, 
at the firft pulh, received a wound under his left bread: 
of which he immediately expired ; I, diftrafted at what 
I faw, flew to the fword of my dear dead mafter, re- 
folute to revenge him, or perifli with him: I confefs 
myfelf too weak to do the former, but was pretty near 
obtaining my ■ defire in the other; for the murderous 
weapon which had deprived him of life was buried in 
my body, and but with difficulty drawn thence by its 
remorfelefs mafter, who, leaving me weltering in my blood, to all appearance dead, made the beft of his 
way toward the city. Some paflengers foon after com- 
ing that way, the body of Signior Barnibar was con- 
veyed back to Padua, whence you know it was after- 
wards conveyed to Venice, to be interred with his 
noble anceftors: I was put under the care of an able 
furgeoh, who, contrary to all expeftations, worked a 
cure on me ; but I continued fo weak, that I was un- 
able to begin my journey till three days fince. Hea- 
ven has, however, enabled me to return at a feafon to 
revenge the untimely death of my dear mafter. Early 
this morning, as I was coming to enquire where I might 
pay my dutiful refpedts to you, I faw the barbarous 
.aflaflin, the idea of whofe face, fince that curfed mo- 
ment in which I firft beheld him, has never been abfent 
from my mind. I followed, unnoticed, and no doubt 
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forgotten by him, till I faw him enter a magnificent 
Iroufe a few ftreets off; whence running immediately to 
a magiftrate, I made oath of what I knew, and had 
proper officers, and a warrant granted to apprehend 
him. He is now under a llrong guard, and I can falute 
you, madam, continued he, with the joyful news that 
your brother’s gholt will ftiortly have the vengeance it 
requires. 

So ftrongly, faid Stenoclea, did the fears I have 
already acquainted you with work in me, that for fome 
moments I was incapable of alking Stilicon the name of 
him whom he had apprehended; but when I did, lie 
anfwered me, that he was ignorant either of the name 
or quality of the perfon, but that having caufed him to 
be feized, he prefently enquired where he might find me, 
being willing to be the firli who Ihould acquaint me with 
the pleafing tidings. 

Never \tyas fuch a mixture of hope and terror as that I 
endured all the time he was fpeaking $ I could not think 
it Armuthi, yet v/ould have given almoft my life to 
have been certain it was not. About this time I heard 
you coming down Hairs, I ordered the fellow to be en- 
tertained by the fervants, and came into the room to 
you ; I concealed my diforder as well as I was able, and 
indeed the more I confidered the matter, the more I 
found comfor . : I could not. think, if it were really my 
hulband who was in cuftddy, but that I Ihould have 
heard of his misfortune from himfelf ; I refolved, how- 
ever, to be informed of the truth, by fending a .perfon 
to the prifon ; but before I had well determined in what 
manner to proceed, I was called to one who brought 
me a letter, the charafter of which, on the fuperferip- 
tion, I knew to be that of Armuthi, and gueffed the 
fatal purport before i read it in thefe lines. 

As fhe fpokt thefe vvoni s, flic took out of her pocket 
a letter, which Ihe put into the hands of .Miramillia to 
read, while Ihe indulged the greattfefs of her forrows in 2 tears. 
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tears, now again paft the power of utterance by 
fpeech : her fympathizing friend confidering, to repeat 
the contents of that paper would ferye but to encreafe 
her griefs, read to herfelf as follows: 

“ I Need not now be demanded the reafons of 
“ that defpair you have fo often obferved, and which 
“ were i;;d.-ed too juftly vifible for you not to perceive, 
“ yet Heaven will, I hope, forgive a crime which was 
*f involuntary.—Oh! that you would as readily be 
*f brought not to hate the man, whofe death will foon 

atone the murder ofBarnibar! But that were too 
“ vain a hope: by one rath aft I have deprived you of <f a brother, who was extremely dear to you, and of a 
“ hufband who valued nothing in competition with you ■*' -- What can I fay in vindication of what I have done, 
“ which will not feem rather to add to the heinoufnefs 
“ of it ? Yet had I loved you to a lefs violent degree, I 
“ had not thus been criminal; the grief I conceived for 
“ having taken the life of an innocent gentleman, and 
“ the brother of Stenoclea, Ihould have made me, the 
“ next moment I knew to whom my fword had been 
“ fo fatal, refign myfelf to juftice ; and, felf-accufed, 
“ teitified how little my heart was capable of taking 
“ the part of murder, though afted by my own hand : 

but, oh! I muft then .have gone to the grave un- 
“ bleffed with your poflefSon-—it was not life, but the 
** enjoyment of Stenoclea, that made me fcreen the “ murderer 6f your brother from the juft cehfure of the 
“ law; yet, oh ! I confefs it was a felf-interefted flame, 
'• and you ought never to forgive the man, who, to 
“ feaft on your charms, involved you in his deftruftion. 
“ Horrid guilt! I tremble to think how much I have 
“ wronged you ; pity me, it is all I aflc ; as for a mi- •‘f tigation of my firft crime, the killing of your brother, ■“ it is what I neither hope, nor will endeavour; the 
“ law requires my blood, and I will yield it a willing 
“ facrifice; be you no more fevere, nor hate, after 

death, 
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“ death, him who only wiflied to live for you, and 
“ never can be other than 

“ Your moll paflionately 
“ affeftionate, though unhappy, 

“ and too guilty hulband, 
“ Armuthi. 

“ P. S. I dare not entreat to fee you, in the circum- 
“ fiances under which I am; yet hope you will not re- 
“ fufe that comfort to mylateft moments, which lhall 
“ be all employed in imploring bleffingson you. Once 
“ more pardon and pity the wretch, who was your 
“ faithful hulband !” 

Now tell me, Miramillia, refumed Stenoclea, gentle 
lady, advife me what to do, if a condition lb truly def- 
perate as mine can admit of any which may afford the 
leaft lhadow of a comfort. The moment I had read 
thefe heart-wounding lines, officers came into my houfe, 
are now in poffeffion as of the goods of a delinquent, 
and Ihortly will the loft Armuthi be made an example 
of public juftice, and I, his wife, be driven out to ills, 
the leaft of which is beggary. 

Few people had more the art of perfuafion, or a 
greater fnare of good-nature to comfort the diftreffed, 
than Miramillia ; but the cafe was here too defperate, 
and all ftie could do for a long time, was to bear her 
company in tears; but recovering herfelf as well as Ihe 
was able, Ihe at laft begged Ihe would not give way to 
forrow; and ftarting on a fudden, as one waked from a 
trance. Since you defire my advice, Stenoclea, faid Ihe, 
I will give it you, and have bethought me of a way, 
which, if it fucceeds, will fave you from all the miferies 
you dread ; Armuthi will live ; your reputation will be 
fafe, and goods and lands preferved. You muft, con- 
tinued Ihe, bend your whole ftudy to raife friends to 
procure a pardon for your hufband ; thus far the duty 
of a wife obliges you to do; but as it is your brother he 
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lias killed, ill would it become you to live with the 
murderer of fo near and dear a relation. No, you muft 
fave Armuthi, but muft fee him no more. You muft 
be content topafs the remainder of your days in lonely 
folitude, a widow while your hulband lives'; and I think, 
fa id (he, ftiould you difpofe, in charitable ufes, one 
half of that eftate which by his death would all be for- 
feited for a lefs pious end; and with the other retire to 
a cloyfter, there to pray for the expiation of the fin of 
him, who, doubtlefs, muft ftill be dear to -you; it 
would be the greateft means of bringing peace to your 
own mind you could make ufe of; and beiides, be a 
glorious pattern of virtue, thus fulfilling both the con- jugal and fraternal duty. 

It was without the leaft hefitation that Stendclea 
allured her, Ihe would gladly take her counfel in every 
particular, but feemed to entertain little hopes of pre- 
vailing for a pardon for Armuthi; on which Miramillia 
readily made her an offer of ufing what intereft Ihe had 
with the Senate ; and indeed Ihe fo effe&ually made good 
her promife, that in a week’s time Ihe raifed this 
afflifled lady from that extremity of defpair Ihe had 
been in, by obtaining the life of her dear hulband. 
His pardon was figned, and he was releafed from prifon; 
but before he was fo, Miramillia, who thought Steno- 
dea could not continue to live with him with honour, 
took care to remove her to a monaftery. The diftra&ion of Armuthi, when he found on what terms he was faved, 
being nothing material to the intent of this book, I 
fliall not go about to defcribe; therefore lhall only fay, 
that when all he could do had proved ineffectual to move 
Stenoclea from that refolution Ihe had taken by the 
advice of Miramillia, and by the latter of thefe ladies 
being convinced, that he owed no lefs than fuch a felf- 
denial to the memory of Barnibar, he followed the ex- 
ample of his wife, and withdrew into a convent, where, 
among the fociety of the holy fathers, he was in a little time taught to defpife the vanity of all fenfual enjoy- 

Vol. II. M meats. 
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ments, and to fpend the days allotted him in this world, 
in preparations for a better. Stenoclea grew a great 
example of piety; and after their mutual converfion, 
there palfed letters between them, which have been 
printed fince their deaths, for the edification of other's 
in piety and virtue. 

* Miramillia left them not till Ihe had feen every article 
of her advice obeyed, and this fo lately unhappy pair in 
a fair way of being tranquil in their own minds; and 
looked • upon as eminent examples of refolution and 
ilrength of virtue, by all who knew them or had heard 
their ftory. 

But now having fo happily finilhed this good work, 
her own misfortunes, and the memory of her dear fon, 
made her begin again to think on the fortune-teller’s predi&ion, and renew the fearch Ihe had for fome time 
negletted, to ferve the unfortunate Stenoclea. 

In her way home, Ihe paired near the houfe of a lady 
who feemed to live in a perfect tranquility, and who be- 
ing pretty well advanced in years, fhe thought might at 
leal! be free from that deftru&ive paflion which had 
been almoft always the caufe that Ihe had hitherto found 
it fo difficult to have her wilh accomplilhed. 

She ordered her coachman, therefore, to drive to the 
houfe of this lady, and was received by her in a manner 
which left her no room to doubt Ihe Ihould be refufed in 
the grant of her requeft, as did the appearance of every 
thing about her. make her hope there was no danger of 
its not being in her power : Ihe did not, however, im- mediately acquaint her with the caufe of her coming, 
being determined before. She did fo, to be fully allured 
that her fearch would not here alfo be as fruitlefs as it 
had hitherto been. She continued with her three or 
four days without letting her into the fecret, in which 
time Ihe obferved nothing that could give her caufe to 
fear Ihe Ihould have lefs fuccefs than Ihe wilhed. Never 
woman had a more deferving and obliging hulband ; 
two fine fons and one daughter were the produft of their marriage 
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marriage joys ; they had an affluence of the goods of 
fortune, lived beloved and refpefted by their neigh- 
bours, and in a perfett tranquillity at home, all the 
family feeming to ftudy nothing but the fatisfaftion of the other. Such a concord, thought Miramillia, mull in- 
fallibly produce a happinefs, which without it grandeur 
cannot give; and now determined to purfue her projeft, communicated to Tellifinda, for fo was the lady called, 
the motive which, joined to the regard Ihe had for her, 
had engaged her to this vifxt; but no fooner had Ihs 
done fpeaking, than the other, by a deep ligh, teftifiedhow 
little Ihe was qualified for fuch an undertaking : which 
greatly furprizing Miramillia, Alas ! faid Ihe, am I alfo1 

here deceived ? Is Tellifinda fo unthankful to Heaven 
for the bleflings flie enjoys, as not to be contented with 
her ftate ? What fecret care, or rather what imaginary 
ill, intrudes upon your peace, and poifons the real feli- 
cities of your life ?—Ah, my deareft Miramillia! replied 
that lady, have a better opinion, ! befeech you, of my 
underftanding, than to believe I create demons on pur- 
pofe to difturb and fright itie : no j I allure you, oa 
the contrary,. that it was only my too llrenuous en- deavours to preferve my peace that has dellroyed it; 
I feared to be unhappy, and have made myfelf fo ; by 
aiming to avoid misfortunes, I have met them ; but I 
know I fpeak in riddles, and as my bread has long 
laboured with the fecret, I will explain it to you, and 
make you judge, if the griefs J labour under have a fubftantial fource or not. Miramillia was preparing to 
give her fome alfurances of her fidelity, but the other 
would not fuffer her to proceed; telling her, that if 
Ihe had not an entire confidence in her, Ihe ihould have 
taken the fame care to conceal her difcontent from her, 
as Ihe had done from the reft of the world. Some few compliments of this kind being paft between them, 
Tellifinda prepared herfelf for the performance of her 
promife, and foon after accomplilhed it in thefe terms. 

Ths Ma 
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The HISTORY of TELLISINDA. 
rr'HOUGH, perhaps, faid fhe, never any perfons, 

linked in the bonds of Hymen, loved with a more 
true affeftion than myfelf and the chevalier ; yet having 
been married four years without any child, he grew fo 
exxeffively difcontented, that I had reafon to fear a de- creafe of his tendernefs: I endeavoured to confole him 
for the want of a bleffing, which, indeed, I then thought 
1 never fhould afford him, by arguments fuch as thefe : 
I told him, that if we were not permitted to enjoy the 
comforts of children, we were alio free from the troubles 
and cares which neceffarily attend a paternal Irate; that 
if Heaven had thought fit to make us parents, we fliould 
have been fo; and that we ought not to repine at the 
decrees of him, who knew better what was good for us 
than we did for ourfelves. In fine, I omitted nothing 
that my little reading, both in divinity and philofophy, 
enabled me to fay'; yet (till he was uneafy ; and though 
he faid nothing in contradiftion to what I offered, yet 
did a fullen peevilhnefs fit on his brow while liftening 
to me, and fometimes he would fling from me, leaving 
the room while I was ih the middle of my difeourfe. 
This diftemper grew every day more upon him ; and I 
began at laft to fear I fliould entirely lofe his affeftions: 
the apprehensions of fo terrible a misfortune threw me 
into a deep melancholy; I became oppreffed with it, 
rnd could not forbear imparting it to a friend, in whom 
I had great confidence; by her I was perfuaded, con- 
trary to my reafon, my religion, and that averfion I 
wasbred to have to every thing which bordered on a de- 
ceit, to feign myfelf with child. But as there appeared 
no other way of regaining the affc&ions of myhufband, 1 was prevailed on to follow her advice. I did fo ; and 
the joy which from that time appeared in the counte- 
Baace of the chevalier, made me well enough fatisfied 
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^vkh what I had done. Eftharia, for fofhe was called, 
who had counfelled me to this ftratagem, took it upon 
her to provide a child againft the time in which it was 
expected I ihould be delivered. I will not trouble you 
with the particulars of our management ; it lhall faffice 
to tell you, that the fraud paffed undifcovered, and I 
was fuppofed to be the mother of a fine boy. I had 
fcarce leifure for reflection, fo much were my thoughts 
employed in anfwerihg the congratulations of my 
friends, and the now renewed endearments of the che- 
valier ; but when I had, I cannot fay I was perfectly at 
eafe ; the natural antipathy I had to all kinds of deceit,, 
made me look on myfelf with a kind of contempt; and 
confeibus how little I deferved the tendernefs I received 
from my hufband, at lead for that which had engaged 
it, was alhamed within myfelf for receiving it. 1 was 
for fome time alfo before I could fafhion myfelf, to be- 
have to the child in any manner becoming a mother ; 
but time, which renders all things eafy, brought me at 
length to diflemble with a good grace enough ; and at laft, indeed, accufloming niyfelf to fondle and carefs it, 
grew to have a fort of tendernefs: but, akud it could 
at mod be no more than that of a gooCUn^pred nurfe, 
as I foon after was convinced; for my fuppofeef fon be- 
ing.about a year old, I became, indeed, with child ; 
and I no fooner found I was fo, than I perceived a vud 
difference in my affeftions, even to that unborn produd 
of my own, than I had ever known for that, who,'* little engaging actions could not but excite a fort of lo re 
in me. In due time he, who now pafles for my younger 
fon, but is, indeed, the only one I ever had, made me 
in reality a mother; and with that name informed me 
with all thofe foftening fears, thofe tender perplexities, 
and ravilhing fondnefies, which I had fo often obferved 
and wondered at in others. But when the joy of feein* 
that dear image of myfelf gave way to cooler cont 
fideration, how feverely did I accufe myfelf-for the 
deceit I had ufed! how greatly did I blame Eltharia M 3 for 
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for the advice fhe had given me ! But Ihe was now dead, 
and pail the reach of my reproaches. The thoughts 
that he muft be the inheritor of the eftate of my dear 
fon, drove me almoft to madnefs, and filled me by de- 
grees with a kind of hatred to that poor innocent, who 
was but guilty of offending me through my own fault; 
for I mull acknowledge, that from his earlieft infancy 
till this time, he has difcovered fuch a fvveetnefs of dif- 
pofition, as would have made me happy in being the 
mother of fuch a fon, had I in reality been fo. He is 
now efteemed the fineft gentleman in this part of the 
countryj and, in fpite of the prejudice of nature, I 
cannot but confefs, that in many things he very much 
excells his fuppofed brother; yet, deferving as he is, 
oh Miramillia ! he is a ftranger to my blood, and is it 
not hard that he Ihould deprive him, who is not, of his 
inheritance ? Yet, by what nfeans lhall I avoid it ? A 
i houfand times, in the fondnefs of foul for the other, I 
have opened my mouth to tell the chevalier the whol# 
i'.ory; but fear and lhame as often prevented me from 
fpeaking. I cannot difcover the fraud I have been 
guilty of, without expofing myfelf at once to the in- 
dignation, and, perhaps, eternal hatred of a hulband 
v,ho is very dear to me, and the juft cenfure and re- 
proaches of the whole world; for it cannot be fuppofed, 
but that Herranius, fo is my pretended fon called, 
would inveigh loudly againft the injuftice of my pro- 
ceedings. But if I were fo difpofed, I know not by 
what means I fhould make out the truth of what I fay ; Eftharia is dead, as I have before obferved ; there was 
but one perfon befide her let into the fecret, who alfo is 
no more. I know not from whom that fubtle creatura procured him ; nor can I, by any other proof but my 
own oath, make out that he is not mine : I fhould in- 
cur the hate and fcorn of all who know me; and, per- 
haps, leave things in the fame pofition they were in be- 
fore. Was ever /iffiiftion equal to mine ? Have you, in 
all your inquifitioff after happinefs, found a perfon mere 
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truly diftant from it, than the unfortunate Tellifinda ? 
—It is eafy, madam, replied Miramillia, for any one, 
who is a mother, to guefs a mother’s grief in fo per- 
plexing a circumftance; yet cannot I advife you to throw 
Herranius off: he is your fon by adoption, though not 
by birth; and you know the old Romans made no dif- 
ference between the one and the other, but According 
to the virtues they obferved in them. Herranius, you 
fay, has merit; let that endear him to you; you have 
robbed him of parents, to whom, perhaps, he might 
have been dear; though misfortunes prevailed on them 
to part with him for the hope of a better provilion : not 
that, methinks, I would have him, who is really your 
fon, be deprived of his birth-right; there may be ways 
and means found out to make them at lead equal in 
their fortunes; and it will be of much better confe- 
quence to ftudy that, than, by betraying the fecret to 
the chevalier, run the hazard of forfeiting his affec- 
tions; and, at the fame time, be guilty of a cruelty to 
an unhappy youth, who thinks himfelf your own. 

Tellifinda could not but approve her reafons; flic 
affured her fhe would take the advice flie had fo kindly 
given, but could not bring herfelf to that Hate of tran- 
quillity which was neceffary to oblige her in the affair 
which had brought her thither; nor did the other, 
fince made acquainted with her dory, expcdt it from 
her ; and therefore took her leave in a Ihort time. 

Having made fo many vain effays among the married 
ladies, fhe began to imagine that there was nopoffibility 
of finding one in that date entirely free from care, and 
therefore refolved, if fhe profecuted her fearch, itfhould 
be only to thofe who had not yet given up their freedom 
fhe would apply. She bethought herfelf of a young 
lady, who by the death of her parents was left midrefs 
of a very confiderable fortune ; fhe was very beautiful, 
and had accomplifhments enough to make her a fit wife 
for the fird nobleman in Venice; but her gaiety, and 
the unaflefled eafe of her converfation, made it evident 

M 4 fhe 
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Ihe was yet wholly free from any infe&ion from that 
dangerous paflion, which is generally the original of 
all the misfortunes of the fair. 

Miramillia had no fooner recovered the fatigues of her 
journey, than flie went to vifit Amalia, for by that name 
was this lady diftinguilhed; flie found a vaft deal of com- 
pany with her, and her good humour alone it was which 
gave life to the converfation. Our afflifted mother did 
not doubt but that contentment dwelt here, and longed 
till Ihe had feen the other ladies depart, that Ihe might 
communicate to her the requeft flie had to make. At 
length this part of her wifli was fulfilled ; and flie was 
beginning to endeavour for the other, when a woman 
in an ordinary habit came into the room ; on the fight 
of whom Amalia rofe from her feat, and begging par- 
don of Miramillia for a moment’s abfence, ran with her 
into a clofet, with all the appearance of a mofl: eager 
impatience in her looks and air. She returned not in a 
confiderable time; and when ftie did, the alteration, 
which was vifible in her countenance, made Miramillia 
believe feme very extraordinary accident had happened; 
.and in that opinion. Madam, laid flie, I hope you have 
heard nothing which Ihould rob you of any part of that 
chearfulnefs which lately was fo entertaining to your 
friends?—-Oh, madam! replied fne, the faddeft acci- 
dent ! I never was fo 'much perplexed in my whole life; 
I would rather have given half my fortune, than have 
met with fuch a difappointment. It is not to be borne. 
Good God! continued flie, fretting more and more, to 
be debarred of one’s will in fuch a thing as this; fure I 
have the hardeft fortune of any one in the world.—I 
hope, faid Miramillia, you are not entering into a law- 
fuit ?—No, no, anfwercd the other, I have enough to 
trouble me without that, of a more vexatious nature; 
never any body was fo difappointed, fo mortified. Thefe 
words filled Miramillia with a kind of curiofity to know 
what had worked fo great a change in her; flie continued 
to alk her feveral queflions concerning the caufe of her diforder,. 
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diforder, as if it proceeded from the news of the dea h, of fome one (he had a friendihip for, and feveral other 
fuch demands; to all which fhe anfwered in the nega- 
tive, but joined to it ftill, that her misfortune was far 
worfe: which words raifing to a greater height Mira- 
miilia’s defire of knowing, Ihe entreated to be 'made the 
confidante of this fecret j but it was not in the p.twef of the other prefently to comply with her requeft, the diA 
turbance of her mind not permitting her to bring forth any more than broken fentences: tears at length af- 
forded her fonie relief; and after giving a loofe to them, 
for about two or three minutes, Ihe regained the power of fpeechj and related her calamity in thefe words : • 
you know, faid file, that there is a great ball at court 
next week; all the Beau monde will be there, and every' 
body is endeavouring to be as fine as they can : Sabina, - 
who is, without exception, the vainefl: creature" in the 
world, fhowed me a piece of the richeft brocade I ever 
faw in my life, that is to be made up for her againft the 
time; and you never heard any thing boaft with foanuch ; 

infolence as file did, that fine fiiculd be the beft afeled of any body: filly creature ! file forgot file was talking to • 
a perfon who could as well afford to purchafe a hand- 
fome thing as herfelf. I was refolved to be even with 
her, and had formed a defign, which, if not prevented 
by the lazinefs or treachery of the perfon I employed in 
it, would have been an excellent piece of revenge. With 
a vafl deal of induftry, and fome artifice, I procured a 
pattern of Sabina’s brocade, and finding it was not to be matched, fent it to my mercer, whom I ordered to - 
fnew it to the weaver, that he might make a certain 
number of yards for me exaftly of the fame figure, but ' with avail deal more filverin the ground: there are alfo - 
fonie large green leaves in it, on which I intended to" - 
have had here and there feveral fmall diamonds and ru- bies, and other precious Hones tacked on. Oh > it 
would have been the moft beautiful fancy, and the 
nchefl, that ever was feen; but, oh Miramiliia! the 

M S baft 
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bafe wretch, that I depended on, that promifed me fa 
faithfully, has difappointed me; he fen t word juft now, 
that he begged my pardon, but could not poffibly get it 
done in the time. Was ever fuch a negledl, fuch an im- 
pudence, when I had told the fellow he muft work night 
and day to do it ? I could tear him in pieces, and myfelf 
too, that I muft be triumphed -ever by fuch a creature 
as Sabina, who, though fhe is neither handfome nor 
very young, will have all the world flaring at, and admir- 
ing, her clothes, while nobody-takes any notice of me, 
though, without any vani;y, there is no comparifon 
between us. 

Miramillia could fcarce contain her laughter at the 
recital of fo ridiculous a misfortune ; and, willing to con- 
fole her as well as Ihe could But, dear Amalia! faid 
Ihe, why Ihould you afflidt yourfelf fo deeply? Me- 
thinks this vexation might eafily be removed; there are 
wkhout doubt other very handfome filks in town ; buy 
the richeft the fhops will afford, and purfue your tjpfign 
of embroidering it with diamonds; I am confident you 
may make it appear equally glorious with her’s, what- 
ever it be. That is true, replied Amalia; but, my 
dear, you miftake the thing: the mortification I pro- 
pofed to give her pride was this, to have of the very 
fame pattern a filk fo infinitely to outftiine her’s. I 
would not give a ryal to be finer than (he in any other 
drefs; but it would have been the moft elegant fatif- 
fadlion to have obferved the baulk it would have been to 
her, to have beheld her own pattern fo much outdone. 
But why do I talk of it? continued (he; my hope is paft; 
all my defigns are fruftrated; and I muft content myfelf 
cither to feign an indifpofxtion and flay at home, or, by 
going there, refolve to endure all the fine compliments 
that will be made heron the delicacy of her fancy. 

All that Miramillia could fay to her was of little fer- 
vice to make her in a better humour, and fhe was obliged to leave her to indulge it, not imparting any thing of 
the reafons which had induced her to this vifit; rightly judging^ 
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judging; that when people fet their hearts on trifles, a difappointment, even in them, is as hard to be endur* 
ed, as things of the greateft confequence are to others. 

Not being willing yet to give over her fearch, the 
next whofe charafter promifed her fuccefs was Clorilla,. 
a young lady of great birth, beauty, and education; 
but fhe was inconfolable, becaufe her father, being of 
a different turn of mind, had refufed a poll of honour 
oft'ered him by the Senate, and another had accepted it, 
who had daughters, that by virtue of their father’s office 
were now entitled to fit above her in all public aflemr 
lies. She bore this vexation with much the fame degree 
of moderation, as Amalia had done the difappointment 
of her filk : Miramillia concluding nothing was to be ex-- 
pefted here to forward the experiment fhe was fo much 
defirous to make trial of, ordered her coach to drive to 
the houfe of Claribella, a young lady whofeemedto have 
every thing that can complete happinefs excepting a huf- 
band, and that was every day in her power to be pof- 
feffed of, being follicited in marriage by the richeft and 
moft accomplifhed noblemen in Venice; but fhe ap- peared no friend to love, and declared to all her ac- 
quaintance, that fhe had yet never feen the man who 
had any temptations for her to quit her liberty. She 
had the reputation of being of the moft eafy, as well as 
gay temper imaginable; and Miramillia accufed herfelf" 
of want gf thought, that fhe had not made the firft appli- 
cation to her, which might probably have favedher the 
trouble of the reft: but, alas! fhe had not time to com- 
municate to her the intent of her vifit, before fhe had 
reafon to fufpeft it would be of little purpofe: fhe re- 

. ceived her indeed with all the civilities due to a lady' 
of her quality and character, but yet there might be feen 
a fort of peevifhnefs in all her air, which denoted fhe was, 
far from being perfedtly at eafe; which Miramillia per- 
ceiving, afked if fhe was well; and that queftion pre- 
fently informed her how much fame had deceived her in 
reporting this lady for a woman oT fo much good hu- 

M 6 mpur. 
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mour. I am not at all furprized, madam, anfwered flie, 
that you fhould take me to be indifpofed; not that J 
think I am at all altered fince you faw me laft, but the 
prodigious charms of Ifmenia make too great an eclat to 
fuffer any other woman to be thought tolerable. It would 
be impoffible td' rep re lent the furprize in which thefe 
words involved the perfon to whom, they were addrefTed; 
fhe knew, indeed, there was a lady called Ifmenia; that 
fhe was the daughter of a fenator, and edeemed a very 
lovely maid ; but what concern this Ihould be of Clari- 
belfa’s, or why die Ihould name her to a perfon who had 
not the lead acquaintance with her, ihe could not ima- 
gine : to eafe herfelf, therefore, of this perplexity, As I 
am ignorant, faid die, ofanyof the affairs of that lady, 
I cannot guefs of what confequence her beauty can be to 
you.—Pardon me, midam, relumed the other, your 
late griefs have, perhaps, made you regardlefs of the 
news of the town, elfe it is impoffible but you mud 
have heard the vad reputation Ifmenia has acquired by 
the death of Charino.---You would oblige me with the 
relation of it, faid Miramillia ; for I allure you I never 
heard it mentioned, though I had formerly fome ac- 
quaintance with Charino, -and looked on him as a mod 

^"Siccomplilhed gentleman.--He was fo, replied Clari- 
bella; and no doubt, but if he had made his applica- 
tion, might have been thought well of by women of 
great:r didinftkm than Ifmenia: but what he faw in 
her. Heaven knows ! to infpire him with fo prodigious 
a pafiion ; the more he adored, the more flie infulted. 
I never faw any thing in my life arrive at that mon- 
ftrous height of vanity die did; nor a man, efpecially 
one who had fenfe too, degenerate to fo low and mean 
a fubmiffion as did Charino : he was like her lhadow, 
followed her wherever die v/ent, talked of her in all 
company as of the mod lovely creature in the world. 
Thus it went on between them for about three months, 
at the end of which, die continuing to ufe him ill, he fiiot himfelf through the head, leaving a letter behind 
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him, to acquaint the world for what caufe he did it. 
Since this demonftration of her power, there is no en- 
during Ifmenia; die is grown fo afluming, that it is 
impoffible to converfe with her; and yet you cannot 
imagine how much Ihe is admired by the men. I fup- 
pofe they think, becaufe one has been fool enough to 
die for her, that Ihe really deferves to be cried up in the 
manner fhe is; in fine, there is nothing now talked of 
in town but her beauty ; Ihe is the general toad; and 
it is looked on as folly or envy not to join in the ridicu- 
lous praifes which are given her.—This is the firfi: time 
I ever heard of this adventure, faid Miramillia, and am 
extremely forry that Charino Ihould have fo fmall a fenfe 
of the duties of religion, and fo poignant a one of a 
fo'olifh paffion. But I cannot fee why you Ihould be 
difcontented at it, any farther than common compaf- 
fion for the untimely death of fo agreeable a chevalier. 
If Ifmenia has ftupidity enough to be pleafed with fo fa- 
tal an effedl of her charms, and is induced by her vanity 
to behave in the manner you defcribe, it is eafy to break 
off all acquaintance with her; for my part, though I 
am concerned when I fee any of my fex give way to 
foibles of that kind, I think it not my duty to affiift my- 
felf for what I cannot prevent, nor happens through any 
fault of mine.—But can I flop my ears from the enco- 
miums with which I am perpetually perfecuted ? cried 
Claribella. Can any thing be more provoking, than to 
fee mankind fo much bewitched to a creature, that, in 
my opinion, has no one good quality to attraft their 
admiration ? Does not the whole world run mad after her, worfiiip her as a goddefs ? The meaneft of the 
people, unbleffed with opportunity to view the mighty 
wonder near, ftand in the flreet in throngs, watching 
her coming out, then croud about her chariot, crying. 
How fair (he is! How exquifitely charming! Where- 
pver (he goes, all eyes are fixed upon her; all tongues 
feem to outvie each other in her praife, as if the folly of 
Charino had fpreadits infeftion through all the race of 

man. 
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man. No, certainly, replied Miramillia, (with a half 
fmile, now plainly perceiving the caufe of her clifquiet) 
not through all, I dare fay; you have your admirers, 
who confcfs your power of charming. — Coxcombs l 
wretches all! refumed the fair votary of envy, what 
avails their pretending a paffion for me, when they do 
nothing to atteft it to the world ? Oh, Miramillia! a 
woman gains more glory to have one man die for her, 
titan to have a thoufand live and Ir.nguiih at her feet. 
It was not all Charino could fay or fwear, that let up 
the fame oflfmenia; but in that one a-flion, his death, 
he has recorded the force of her charms to all pofterity. 
Heavens! how fortunate fome women are, and how 
much the contrary others! Notwithftanding my great 
eftate, allowed good qualities, and birth, I pafs for no- 
thing in the elxeem of the 'world, am unregarded, 
flighted ; and yet, without my glafs extremely deceives 
me, Ihe is far from having the pre-eminence over me, 
either in face or lhape. Good God ! how is it polfibl* 
to be contented under fuch vilible partiality ? She had 
not, perhaps, given over her exclamations for a much 
longer time, had the torrent of her tears allowed the 
power of farther fpeech : nor could Miramillia offer any 
thing to interrupt her, fo greatly was Ihe amazed that a 
woman, endued with good fenfe in other things, Ihould 
fo much fuffer it to be debafed by her exceflive vanity- 
and defire of admiration. But perceiving Ihe had left 
©IF fpeaking, Ihe could not forbear mixing fome grave- 
reproofs with her confolations; Ihe begged her to con- 
fider how little efiential to true happinefs was the being- 
accounted beautiful, and how much better it was to be 
lincerely loved by one worthy'man, than to have the noify encomiums of the whole fex; and at the fame 
time reminded her, that nothing was more an argument 
of a mean and ungenerous foul than to envy another,, 
either for real or imaginary perfections. But how little efFeft fuch kind of difcourfes were able to work on her, 
any one, who in the co.vtrfe of their life has met with a woiflan 
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woman of Claribella’s temper, may ealily believe. She 
faid nothing, however, in oppofuion to her perfuafions ‘T but the other finding little hopes of making a convert of 
her,, fhortened her vifit, and departed with a perfect in- 
dignation in her mind, thatperfons, whom Heaven deT figned to blefs, Ihould, by their own perverfenefs of 
difpofition, render themfelves unhappy. But her own 
misfortunes hindering her from giving too much atten- 
tion to the calamities of others, whether real or imagi- 
nary, Ihe refolved to make yet one more effay. 

Selinda was a young lady very much celebrated for aa 
uncommon lhare of wit and underftanding; and being 
endowed with every thing Ihe could wifli for in life, Ihe 
imagined not that fuch a one would difcontent herfelf 
with any fancied ills. To her therefore flie refolved to 
apply, and in a few days made her a vifit, with all that 
form which is made ufe of among people who live in the 
great world, and are not fufficiently acquainted with 
each other, to have made a mutual agreement to throw 
off thofe tirefome and indeed unneceffary ceremonies. 

But Ihe was foon convinced how much flie was de- 
ceived in her expectations here; for defiring to fpeak 
with her, the chief attendant, with air affeCted, and 
all that mimickry of good breeding which thofe fort of 
people abound with, told her, that her lady could by 
no means appear; that her favourite lap-dog had died 
of an apoplexy feme few days ago, and the was incon- 
folable for fo great a misfortune ; but that as foon as. Ihe 
faw company, flie was very certain flie would think, 
herfelf favoured in a vifit from her. This put Mira- 
millia beyond all patience: Heavens! cried ftie to her- 
felf, are all our fex devoted to difquiet? Is there a 
fate upon us to be wretched} Muft we labour under 
woes of our own formation, when Fortune contributes 
all Ihe can to make us happy ? Good God! continued 
fhe, that even wit is not a defence from vanity and affec- 
tation ! Thus, like Amalia, Clorilla and Claribella, 
do we torment ourfelves with 'childifti and imaginary 

ills. 
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ills, till taught by real ones how mad we have been* 
and wifli the paft could be again recalled. 

Thefe refledlions induced our affli&ed mother to re- 
turn to her houfe, with a firm refolution to give over an 
enquiry which fhe was now convinced would be altoge- 
ther fruitlefs, and depend wholly on Heaven for the 
reftoration of her peace ; either by hearing of her dear 
fon, or by obtaining a flock of patience to fupport the 
uncertainty. 

She had not fixed this determination many days, 
before fhe found the good effefts of it: that fon, whcfe 
abfence fhe had fo long deplored, and who nobody.now 
believed was in the world, was, when fne leafl expeded 
it, returned to her embraces. A coach-and-fix, con- 
taining the young Adario, fo he was called, a grave old 
gentleman, and a mofl beautiful virgin, came to her 
gate. The tranfport fhe was in to behold once more 
that darling of her foul, left her not the power of ob- 
ferving by whom he was accompanied : fhe hung upon 
his neck; file clafped him with raptures, fuch as only 
mothers know ; fhe gazed on him with an agony or plea- 
fure ; for a long time fhe could bring no other words, than, My. fon ! My fon! Adario! My dear Adario! 
But extafy at length giving way to refection : Where 
have you been ? fhe cried, and why, by your abfence 
and your filence, have you involved me in griefs which 
have been very near fatal to me?—Gh pardon the tranf- 
greflion of my feeming negleft, bell of parents, and of 
women, anfwcred he ; but as it is to this gentleman 
you are indebted for my life, be pleafed to he. r from 
his mouth my vindication. Thefe words making her 
turn her eyes on the company, fhe immediately knew 
the perfon he mentioned to be itgnior Clotario, one who 
had been the molt pailionate of her adorers, when in a 
virgin Hate.; but being rejected by her for the father of 
Adario, his defpair had made him fevera! times attempt 
the life of that more happy rival, for which there had 
ever fince remained an extreme hatred between the fa mi- lies ; 
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lies ; but to be told that he had been inftrumental in 
preferving Adario, chafed from her breaft all fentiments 
but thofe of gratitude : ftie received him with all civi- 
lity ; and being told by him, that the young lady who 
came with him was his daughter, made her all the com- 
pliments her beauty and fine air demanded from as many 
as faw her. After which, being impatient to know by 
what means they had become acquainted with her fon,, 
fhe prelfed for the gratification of that defire j and 
Clctario, pleafed to oblige, began in this manner : 

The HISTORY of FELICIA and ADARIO. 

HIS young girl, faid he, pointing to Felicia, i& 
the only child I ever had by a lady who, after 

Miramillia, feemed moft worthy of my affedtions; but the prefent fhe had made me of her, proved fatal to her- 
felf: flie died in child-bed; and though I was ex- 
tremely afflidled for her lofs, I thought it would better 
become the love I bore her, to tranfplant it to the dear 
pledge fne left me, than to wafte my whole thoughts 
on what was not to be recovered by all my cares. Few 
fathers regard their children with that tendernefs I have 
ever done Felicia, and to do her juftice, none ever 
feemed more to deferve it. When grown to an age to be lenfible of my indulgence and her own duty, die 
made it all her ftudy to let me fee the one was not 
thrown away, by her ftridt obfervance of the other. I 
fiiall pafs over in filence the improvements Ihe made in 
all the accomplilhments I thought it proper fiie Ihould 
be infirufted in, left you fhculd imagine I confider her 
with too partial an opinion. Such as Ihe is, however, 
the nobleft chevaliers in the country folicited my con- 
fen t to obtain her in marriage ; but ftie appeared fo far 

from. 
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from having any inclination to enter into that itate, that 
fhe entreated me with the utmoft earnellnefs to permit 
her to remain as Ihe was. I loved her too well to prefs 
her to any thing Ihe difliked, and allured her I would 
never exert my authority in that point, unlefs I fhould 
fee her agitated with a blind paffion for one unworthy 
of her ; Ihe protefted, Ihe would never-entertain the 
leaft emotions of that kind, without fxrlt knowing if I 
was willing Ihe fhould indulge them ; and I obferved in 
her fo much difcretion in other things, that I made no 
fcruple of believing her. I depended entirely on her 
conduft, and was free from thofe corroding cares which 
fo much perplex the generality of fathers. But the 
greater my imagined fecurity, the greater my difap- 
pointment, when I hadreafon to believe myfelf deceived. 
One morning, furprized that fhe came not to pay her 
ufual teftimonies of obedience, I fent to her chamber 
to enquire her health, and was informed that fhe went 
early into the fields, accompanied by a young man 
called Ferronefe, the fon of a perfon who had formerly 
been a fervant to me. I was not pleafed to hear fh* 
Was gone out fo attended ; not that I thought fhe could 
be infpired with any affe&ion for a man fo much beneath 
her; but that having heard, a bad character of him, I 
fufpefted he might be employed as an emiffary from 
fome other, whom I was certain I fhould not approve, thus 
recommended. I was juft fending to order fhe fhould 
return, when a poor man, who happened to be at 
work in the grounds, came running almoft out of breath 
to inform me, he had feen Ferronefe on horfeback with 
Felicia before him, who fhrieking and crying out for 
help, plainly teftifted fhe had no hand in her own rape. 
I demanded which way they went, and having been 
informed, made my fervants immediately mount in 
their purfuit. They obeyed with diligence, and were 
fo fuccefsful in their fearch, that in the foreft of Adorno, 
behind your caftle, they found my daughter rending 
the air with cries, and ftanding between two pcrfons who feemed. 
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feemed dead, or dying; one of them, was the falfe 
Ferronefe, and the other her valiant defender, the gal- 
lant Adario : but his name or perfon being utterly a 
ftranger to her, fhe told them, that as it was to that 
brave unknown flie was indebted for the prefervation of 
her honour, Ihe Ihould think herfelf the moft ungrate- 
ful of women, if fhe did not ufe her utmofl endeavours 
to bring him out of a condition in which he fell but 
for her fake. She added. That there were figns of lif« 
in him, and therefore ordered fome of the men to ride 
with all fpeed to the next town for a litter ; while fhs 
endeavoured, ns well as fhe could, to bind his wounds. 
Her commands being, obeyed, he was brought in that 
manner to my houfe; where the truth being related to 
me, I commended her behaviour, and was no lefs zea- 
lous than fhe had been, to fave the life of a perfon to 
whom I was obliged for the reftoration and proteftion 
of my child. The furgeons no fooner looked on his 
wounds, than they informed me none of them were 
mortal, and that his only danger confided in lofs of 
blood, and having lain fo long. They gave me hopes, 
however, of his life, and nothing was omitted which 
might prevent the difappointment of thofe hopes. In a 
few hours he opened his eyes, and foon after had the uf« 
of fpeech; but we forbore afking him any qucftions, 
being told, that nothing would be fo prejudicial to him 
as noife or light. We exadlly ©bfervcd the orders given 
us by thofe to whom we committed the care of him; 
but I could not avoid taking notice that Felicia enquired 
of his health, wkh a concern which feemed to have in 
it fomething more than gratitude. When (lie related 
how bravely he had fought in her relief,' and with what 
courage and galantry he flew, in the defence of her 
chaftity, on the villain who attempted it, her eyes 
fparkled with fire I had never feen in them before. 
She feemed agitated with an unufual warmth. Sho 
took pleafure in repeating the tale whenever fhe had an 
opportunity. She was tranfported at the hopes given 

hec 
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her of his recovery: ftie could not conceal her diforders 
whenever any fufpicious words were let fall, that it 
was dubious : in fine, her very look and aftion ex- 
prefled a tendernefs which made me tremble. Pardon 
me, excellent Miramillia, I knew him not for Adario; 
and though, even in that difmal ftate, I perceived enough about him, to believe him not unworthy of her ; 
yet the uncertainty whether he might look on her with' 
the fame eyes, or indeed might be in a condition to 
return her affeftion, made me fear Ihe fiiould place it 
on him. I concealed my fentiments, however, till I 
fliould be more aflured, judging with reafon, that if my 
conjeftures were true,. Ihe would be more wary in her 
behaviour before me. The great Ikill and care that was 
employed, in a week’s time relieved us from the fears- 
of the death of our gueft, and the young Felicia could- 
not conceal a joy at the news, which heightened my 
fufpicions. It was more than a month, however, be- 
fore we were permitted to fpeak to him, and then ho- 
more than to teftify our zeal for his recovery, fo ex- 
tremelyweak was his conditiou. We were told by the 
perfons employed to watch with him, that the chief 
ufe he made of his recovered fpeech, was, firft, to en- 
quire in whofe houfe he was; and being told it belonged 
to the perfon in whofe daughter’s caufe he had received, 
thofe wounds, he exp relied the utmoll fatisfacti&n ; but 
that on the hearing my name, it vifibly abated, and 
he feemed rather troubled, than the contrary, to re- 
ceive any obligations from Clotario. He could not, 
however, refrain alking many qireftions concerning 
Felicia ; fuch as what follicitations Ihe had for marriage, 
who were the pretenders to her, which of them fhe 
feemed moft to favour, or to whom I was inclined to. 
difpofe of her, by what means Ihe came to be expofed 
to the danger from which he had delivered her ? All which being anfwered according to the direft truth, 
they faid he exprelfed an infinity of pleafure, to hear Ihe. 
was not yet engaged either by duty or inclination. I 



E N Q^U I R Y. 261 
-jeonld not be told thefe things, without believing the 
iame fentiments had infpired them both ; and having 
tnyfelf, as you very well know, madam, experienced 
the force of love, fincerely wiflied he might be of fuch 
a quality as might not render their’s unfortunate, which 
I very much feared, becaufe of the regret with which 
lie heard of hen’s. Admittance at laft being allowed, 
I went to vifit him, taking Felicia with me; decency 
and gratitude I thought obliging her to pay this refpeft 
to one to whom fhe was indebted for all that was moll 
dear to her : I imagined alfo, that by being prefent at 
this interview, I Ihould be able to allure myfelf of the 
fentiments of them both, more fully, perhaps, than any 
other way; and indeed there required but little pene- 
tration to read in their countenances what paffed in their 
hearts. Their afte&ion for each other was as apparent 
as the care they took to conceal it; nor can I fay, that 
I was much troubled at it; there was fomething in the 
face and voice of Adario that infenlibly attached me to 
him. I did not indeed, Miramillia, think of you at 
that time, much lefs imagine that this noble youth was 
your fon ; yet it is certain, that great refemblarice he 
has to a form which had been once fo dear to me, it 
was that filled me with impreflions fo much in his favour. 
The firll civilities being over, I defired him to let me 
know to whom I had been fo much obliged,; but never 
did I fee fo fudden and fo ftrange an alteration as ap- 
peared in him at this demand. That extreme palenefs, 
which the weaknefs of his condition had fpread over 
his face, now gave way to a flulhing red; it feemed as 
if his whole little remains of blood had forfook all 
other parts to paint his blulhing cheeks. His lips 
trembled as he was about to make reply, nor could he 
prefently bring forth a word; but when he did, it was 
in this manner: How eafy were it for me, faid he, to 
impofe on your belief, by giving myfelf a name to 
which I have no pretence! But know, my lord, that 
whatever I am, I was bred to hate deceit; and as there 

it 
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is an unfurmountable reafon for my concealing from 

•lAvhat family I am defcended, think it a lefs misfortune v*o run the hazard of palling in your efteem, as a per- 
slftii who has done fomething, for which he is afraid 

Blhtefned to own himfelf for what he is, than to be 
Icccfflfclafas 'of a crime like fallhood. This only (conti- 
’ nued he) I entreat you to believe of me, that I am 

wholly devoted to your fervice, and am fo far from re- 
gretting that in it I have fpent part of my blood, that 
I would gladly Ihed the remainder on the fame account, 
and blefs Heaven for nothing more earneftly, than that 
I have been the happy inftrument of reftoring the ad- 
mirable Felicia to your embraces. Here he ceafed to 
fpeak, and the aftonilhment his words involved me in, 
left me not the power of making him an immediate 
anfwer ; I was confounded, 1 knew not what to think, 
I could not believe he was of a birth inferior to what 
his pride would make him wilh to be thought; there 
was fomething fo noble in his air and countenance, as 

‘ prefently checked all fuggelHons of that kind. Nor 
could I imagine he had been guilty of any thing which 
Ihould oblige him to conceal himfelf: that galant free- 
dom with which he fpoke, and that love of truth which 
he preferred to all things, made me conceive the highell 
opinion of his honour, and his juftice : in fine, what 
he faid was both pleafing and difturbing to me; I ad- 
mired him more than I had done, but was more fear- 
ful than I had been, left Felicia Ihould do fo too. 
When the tumults of my thoughts would give me leave, 
I told him, that the obligations I was under to him, 
forbad I fliould prefs to know any thing he was un- 
willing to reveal; nor, as I had done nothing to deferve 
his confidence, could not take it ill that he refufed it 
me. However, purfued I, before we part, you may 
perhaps have a better opinion of mydiferetion and my 
gratitude ; and as a proof that you are ddlrous to make 
trial of both, I beg yon will command every thing in ■ this houfe, with the fame freedom as you would your ovva* 

3 
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own. He made no other reply to thefe words than 
bowing his head, for he had not yet recovered ftrength 
enough to move his body in the leaft ; after this we 
began to talk of the villainy of Ferronefe, and the little * 
fecurity a young woman can have out of the prefence of 
thofe whom duty and nature oblige to be tender of 
her honour. Felicia excufed her going into the field 
with him, by faying he told her, there was that mo- 
ment a great mountain raifed at the end of it in that 
night, which he imagined had been done by an earth- 
quake ; Ihe added, that not having the leaft fufpicion 
that he had any defign on her, nor could apprehend a 
danger of any kind fo near the houfe, fhe had run out 
to fee this wonder, at the garden-gate which led to the 
field, and happened to be then open ; but that fhe was 
no fooner out of hearing, than ftie perceived a horfe 
tied by the bridle to a tree, on which he mounted, 
taking her by force in his arms, and making no flop 
till he came to that wood, where Adario found him 
ready to facrifice her honour to a paffion (he would not 
confent to gratify by marriage with him. I obferved, 
while Felicia was relating to Adario the means by which 
ftie was carried away, ftie took a more than ordinary 
pains in excufing her inadvertency ; and this ferved to 
convince me more, that ftie was in reality as fenfible of 
the tender paftion as it is poflible for a young heart to be. 
We continued in the chamber till a certain faintnefs, 
which his countenance, in fpite of him, betrayed, re- 
minded me that we had put him on the neceflity df fpeaking more than his ftrength would bear; and in- 
deed the furgeon found him fo difordered at his next 
vifit, that he defined we would forbear any further con- 
verfation with him for a good while. It was near ano- 
ther month before we were fufiered to go into his cham- 
ber, any farther than the door, to enquire after his 
health, which I conftantly did every day. But I took 
notice, that after this, Felicia grew extremely melan- 
choly, and at laft fo pale, and her whole air fo de- 
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jefted, that Ihe was fcarcely to be known : I guelTed, 
that this change in her proceeded from the endeavours 
ihe made to conquer the paffion fhe had entertained for 

*4a perfon who was refolved to continue a ftranger to her ; and to forward her cure, fent her to the houfe of a filler 
•cf mine, who had many children of much the fame 
age-with herfelf, in whofe fociety I hoped her melan- 
choly might abate : I perceived an unwillingnefs in her 
to go, but not fo much as offered any thing in oppoli- 
tion to it. But Ihe had not been there many days be- 
fore my filler fent her back, fearing fome fad effeft of 
her diftemper, which, from the moment Ihe left home, 
had increafed by fuch fwift degrees, that at her return 
Ihe feemed but like the fpeftre of the once gay Felicia. 
Adario too, on hearing Ihe was gone, fell into convul- 
fions, which were near being fatal to him ; this new 
diforder, however, retarded his recovery fo much, that 
it was near four months before he was able to walk about 
his chamber. I was fo greatly affefted with their mutual 
dillrefs, that I refolved to relieve it, if by any means I 
could : but neither of them having declared their fenti- 
men'ts to me, I was at a .lofs how to break the know- 
ledge I had of them, either to the one or the jther. 
My concern for my child, whom I faw almoll at the 
point of death, made me at lalt call afide all’fcruples. 
I revealed to her the difcovery I had made, and per- 
ceiving die was in a confufion fcarce fupportable, I 
endeavoured to comfort her, and told her it was no 
breach of modefty for a young maid to be charmed with 
merit fuch as our gueft appeared to be mailer of. I 
affured her alfo; that I faw the fame paffion working as 
powerfully in his foul as in her’s, and that if there was 
no greater impediment than I could yet forefee, mar- 
riage ihould, in a fmall time, complete their mutual 
wilhes. The anfwers Ihe made were but ihort, and 
confided only in thanks for the tendernefs I expreffed 
for her repofe ; yet could I plainly difcern the greateft indulgence 
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Indulgence on any other fcore would have availed but 
little to the recovery of her peace. 

From her I went to the chamber of Adario, whom I 
found extremely penlive; I would not, as yet, tak£ 
any notice to Him of my defign, being defirous of feeing * 
if he would reveal to Felicia more than he was'willing''’ 
tp do to me: to accomplifti which intent, I ordered 
dinner to be ferved in his chamber, feeing he was now 
in a condition to endure company. This was done every 
day; and.fometimes pretending fudden bufinefs, I would 
retire, on pUrpoie to give him the liberty of explaining 
himfelf, if he had courage to do fo. I queftioned 
my daughter concerning his behaviour, and flue with 
bluiiies at laft confeffed, that he had declared himfelf 
her lover ; that having told him fhe could not, without 
breach of modefty, accept of any ptopofals of that kind 
from a perfbn, who, while he made an offer of his hearty 
concealed his name; he affured her, that his quality 
was not inferior to ^hers 5 but that, when flie preffed 
him to make it known, he only fighed, and turned his 
head away. I need not repeat the trouble I was in at 
this latter part of the account. You may believe, on 
the one fide, I was infinitely concerned at the defpair of 
a child fo dear to me; and, on the other, could not 
think of giving her tt> a man, from whom nothing could 
draw the fecret of his birth. After a long confidera- 
tion, I commanded Felicia to infofm him, fhe would 
liften no farther to the declarations he ceafed not to 
make her, nor on any terms believe his pretenfions 
were fuch as were confiflent with honour, uhlefs he 
made them known to mej and alfo from what parents 
lie derived his being. She obeyed, and he appeared in 
all the confufion imaginable ; he told hef, that he had 
hot the leaf! hope of fucceeding ; that all the reafort 
he had fo long concealed himfelf was, that he was. 
certain of lofing all that good-will the fervice he had 
done me had acquired, when once that fatal fecret 
fliould be difcovered:—There is, faidhe, an enmity 
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between our parents, which, on the fide of yours, I fear 
will never ceafe. But why fhould I delay your atten- 
tion ? He, at length, was prevailed on to difcover 
himfelf your fon; which I was no fooner made acquainted 
with, than I felt a tranfport which no tongue is able to 
exprefs—The merits of Adario feemed now to filing 
with double luftre, when I knew they were derived from 
Miramillia. Miramillia! whom I have never ceafed 
to admire, even when my rafh defpair made me attempt 
the life of the man molt dear to her: I flew immedi- 
ately to Adario, I embraced him with all the demon- 
flration of a paternal affeftion, afluring him, I fhould 
think myfelf blefled in making him my fon. There 
remains, faid I, but one impediment to our common 
fatisfaftion, the confent of your excellent mother, her for- 
givenpfs of a crime, which I have fince feverely repented 
of, and vouchfafing to join your hands. Adario re- 
turned my endearments as became his aifeftion to my 
daughter, and gave me hopes you would not be lefs 
bounteous to his wilhes than I had been. 

Thus, madam, continued he, have you heard the 
hiftory of apaflion, which, as violent as it is, has not 
tranfported the perfons influenced by it to adt any thing 
contrary to duty, or to honour; all the tendernefs Fe- 
licia has been fo fortunate to infpire in the foul of Ada- 
rio, has never made him once intreat the gratification 
of his defires, till authorized by your permiflion. If then 
the mutual'love of thefe darlings of the hearts of us 
both, can be of any power to move you; or the fincere 
penitence of Clotario mitigate the guilt of his former 
rafhnefs, behold I join in their fubmiflions, and intreat 
you will not be refraftory to their wifhes. 

Here ceafed-. Clotario to fpeak; and taking Adario in 
one hand, and Felicia in the other, they all three fell 
on their knees before Miramillia; who exprefling fome 
confufion to fee Clotario in that pofture, firft raifedhim 
in the moft obliging manner, then embraced Felicia and 
Adario with a tendernefs, which denoted Ihe would be far 
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between our parents, which, on the fide of yours, I fea* 
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