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( Hi ) 

To Mr. Henry Davis, Bookfeller, in 
London. 

Abergavenny, Aug. 4. 

RESPECTED SIR, 

I HAVE received your efteemed fa- 
vour of the 13th ultimo, whereby 

it appeareth, that you have perufed 
thofe fame Letters, the which were 
delivered unto you by my friend the 
reverend Mr. Hugo Behn ; and I am 
pleafed to find you think they may be 
printed with a good profpedtof fuccefs i 
in as much as the ebje&ions you men- 
tion, I humbly conceive, arc fuch as may 
be redargued, if not entirely removed— 
And, firft, in the firfl place, as touch- 
ing what profecutions may arife from 
printing the private correfpondence of 
perfons ftill living, give me leave, with 
all due fubmiflion, to obferve, that the 
Letters in queflion were not written 
and fent under the feal of fecrecy i that 
they have no tendency to the mala 
fama, or prejudice of any perfon what- 
foever ; but rather to the information 
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( iv ) 
and edification of Mankind : fo that it 
becometh a fort of duty to promulgate 
them in ufum publicum. Befides I have 
confulted Mr. Davy Higgins, an emi- 
nent attorney of this place, who, after 
due infpedlion and confideration, declar- 
ed!, That he doth not think the faid 
Letters contain any matter which will 
be held actionable in the eye of the law. 
Finally, if you and I fhould come to a 
right underftanding, I do declare in verbo 
facerdotis, that in cafe of any fuch profe- 
cution, I will take the whole upon my 
own fhoulders, even quoad fine and im- 
prifonment, though, I muft confefs, I 
fhould not care to undergo flagellation : 
Tam ad turpitudinem, quam ad amaritudi- 
nem pcena Secondly, concern- 
ing the perfonal refentment of Mr. 
Juftxe Lifmahago, I may fay, non flocci 
fattio—I would not willingly vilipend 
any Chriflian, if, peradventure, he de- 
ferveth that epithet : albeit, I am much 
furprifed that more care is not taken tp 
exclude from the commiflion all fuch 
vagrant foreigners as may be juflly fuf- 
peCted of difaffeCtion to our happy con- 
flitution, in church and flate—God for- 
bid that I fhould be fo uncharitable. 

as 



( V ) 
as to affirm pofitively, that the faid Lif- 
mahago is no bettter than a Jefuit in 
difguife ; but this I will aflert and main- 
tain, tot is viribus, that, from the day he 
qualified, he has never been once feen 
intra templi parietes, that is to fay, 
within the parifh church. 

Thirdly, with refpedt to what puffed 
at Mr. Kendal’s table, when the faid 
Lifmahago was fo brutal in his repre- 
henlions, I muft inform you, my good 
fir, that I was obliged to retire, not by 
fear ariling from his minatory reproach- 
es, which, as I faid above, I value not 
of a rufh ; but from the fudden effedt 
produced by a barbel’s row, which 1 had 
eaten at dinner, not knowing, that the 
faid row is at certain feafons violently 
cathartic, as Galen obferveth in his 
chapter ‘xM- 

Fourthly, and laftly, with reference 
to; the manner in which I got poffeffion 
of thefe Letters, it is a circumftance 
that concerns my own confcience only ; 
fufficeth it to fay, 1 have fully fatisfied 
the parties in whofe cuftody they were ; 
and, by this time, I hope I have alfo fa- 
tisfied you in fuch ways, that the laft 
hand may be put to our agreement, and 

A 3 the 



( vi ) 
the work proceed with all convenient 
expedition ; in which hope I reft, 

refpe&ed fir, 

your very humble fervant, 

Jonathan Dustwich. 

P. S. I propofe, Deo Volente, to have the 
pleafure of feeing you in the great 
city, towards All-hallow-tide, v/hen 
I (hall be glad to treat with you 
concerning a parcel of MS. fermons, 
of a certain clergyman deceafed ; a 
cake of the right leaven, for the 
prefent tafte of the public. Verbum 
fapienti, &c. 



( VII ) 

To the Revd. Mr. Jonathan Dust- 
wich, at  

S I R, 

I Received yours in courfe of port, and 
(hall be glad to treat with you for 

the MS. which I have delivered to your 
friend Mr. Behn; but can by no means 
comply with the terms propofed. Thofe 
things are fo uncertain—Writing is all 
a lottery—I have been a lofer by the 
works of the greateft men of the age— 
I could mention particulars, and name 
names; but don’t choofe ir—The tafte 
of the town is fo changeable. Then 
there have been fo many letters ’upon 
travels lately publilhed—What between 
Smollett’s, Sharp’s, Derrick’s, Thick- 
nefs’s, Baltimore’s, and Baretti’s, toge- 
ther with Shandy’s Sentimental Tra- 
vels, the public feems to be cloyed with 
that kind of entertainment—Neverthe- 
lefs, I will, if you pleafe, run the rifque 
of printing and publifhing, and you lhall 
have half the profits of the impreflion— 
You need not take the trouble to bring 
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( viii ) 
up your fermons on my account—No 
body reads fermons but Methodifts and 
Diflenters—Befides, For my own part, 
I am quite a flranger to that Fort oF 
reading; and the two perFons, whoFe 
judgment I depended upon in theFe 
matters, are out oF the way ; one is gone 
abroad, carpenter oF a man cF war ; and 
the other has been Filly enough to ab- 
Fcond, in order to avoid a profecution 
For blafphemy—I’m a great lofer by his 
going off—He has leFt a manual oF de- 
votion halF finished on my hands, aFter 
having received money For the whole 
copy—He was the Foundell divine, .and 
had the moft orthodox pen oF all my 
people; and I never knew his judgment 
Fail, but in flying From his bread and 
butter on this occaFion. 

By owning you was not put in bodily 
fear by Lifmahago, you preclude your- 
FelF from the benefit of a good plea, over 
and above the advantage of binding him 
over. In the late war, I inferted in my 
evening paper, a paragraph that came 
by the poll, reflefting upon the beha- 
viour of a certain regiment in battle. 
An officer of faid regiment came to my 
fhop, and, in the prefence of my wife 

and 



( ix ) 
and journeyman, threatened to cut off 
my ears As I exhibited marks of bo- 
dily fears, tnore ways than one, to the 
conviction of the bye-ftanders, I bound 
him over ; my aCtion lay, and I recover •: 
ed. As for flagellation, you have no- 
thing to fear, and nothing to^ hope, on 
that head There has been but one 
printer flogged at the cart’s tail thefe 
thirty years ; that was Charles Watfon ; 
and he allured me it was no more than 
a flea-bite. C— S— has been threat- 
ened feveral times by the Houfe of 
L-  ; but it came to nothing. If an in- 
formation fhould be moved for, and 
granted againft you, as the editor of 
thofe Letters, I hope you will have 
honefty and wit enough to appear and 
take your trial—If you fhould be fen- 
tenced to the pillory, your fortune is 
made—As times go, that’s a fure ftep to 
honour and prefermem:. I fhall think 
myfelf happy if I can lend you a lift % 
,and am, very fincerely, 

yours, 

London, Aug. HeNRY DaVIS 

A5 Pleafe 



( X ) 
Pleafe my kind fervice to your neigh- 

bour, my coufin Madoc.—I have Tent 
an Almanack and Court-kalendar, 

_ direfted for him at Mr. Sutton’s 
bookfeller, in Gloucefter, carriage 
paid, which he will pleafe to accept 
as a fmall token of my regard. My 
wife, who is very fond of toafted 
cheefe, prefents her compliments to 
him, and begs to know if there’s any 
of that kind, which he was lb good 
as to fend us laft Chriftmas, to be fold 
in London. 

H. D. 
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To Dr. Lewi s. 
Doctor, 

TH E pills are good for nothing—I might as. 
well fwallow fnow-balis to cool my reins—-I have told you over and over, how hard I am to 

move ; and at this time of day, I ought to knowfome- 
thingof my own conftitution. -.Why will you be fo 
ppfitive ? Prithee fend me another prefcription—I 
am as lame and as much tortured in all my limbs as 
if I was broke upon the wheel: indeed, l am equal- 
ly diflxefled in mind and body As if I had not 
plagues enough of my own, thofe children of my 
filler are left me for a perpetual fource of vexation 
 what bufinefs have people to get children to 
plague their neighbours ? A, ridiculous incident 
that happened yefterday to my niece Liddy, has 
difordered me in fuch a manner, that I expert to 
be laid up with another fit of the gout perhaps, 

I may 
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I may explain myfelf m my next. I fhall fet out 
to-morrow morning for the Hot-Well at Briftol, 
where I am afraid I fhall ftay longer than I could 
wifh. On the receipt of this, fend Williams thi- 
ther with my faddle-horfe and the detni pique. 
Tell Barns to threfh out the two old ricks, and 
fend the corn to market, and fell it off ter the poor 
at a fhilling a bufhel under market price.—I have 
received a fnivdling letter from Griffin, offering to 
make a public fubmiffion and pay cofts I want 
none of his fubmiffions; neither will I pocket any 
of his money—The fellow is a bad neighbour, and 
I defire to have nothing, to do with him: but as he 
is purfe-proud, he fhall pay for his infolence: let 
him give five pounds to the poor of the parifh, and 
I’ll withdraw my a£tiori; and in the mean time you. 
may tell Pflg to flop proceedings.—Let Morgan’s 
widow have the Alderney cow, and forty fhillings 
to clothe her children: but don’t fay a fyllable of 
the matter to any living foul I’ll make her pay 
when fhe is able. I defire you will lock up all my 
drawers, and keep the keys till meeting ; and be 
fure you take the Iron cheft with my papers into 
your o\vn cuflody—Forgive all this trouble from,. 

Dear Lewis, 
Your affe&ionate 

Gl^ucefter, April 2. M. Bramble.. 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 

To Mrs. Gwyllim, houfe-keeper at Rram- 
bleton-hall. 

MRS. GWYLLIM, 
WHEN this cums to hand, be fure to pack up* 

in the trunk male that (lands in my clofet, to be 
fent me. in the Briftol waggon without lofs of time 
the following articles, viz. my rofe collard neglejay, 
with green robins, my yellow damalk, and my 
black velvet fuit, with the fhort hoop ; my bloo 
quilted petticot, my green manteel, my laced apron, 
my French commode, Macklin head ajtd lappets, 
and the litel box with my jowls. Williams may 
bring over my bum-dafFee, and the viol with the 
eafings of Dr. Hill’s dock-water, and Chowder’s 
lackfitif. The poor creature has been terribly con- 
fluprated ever fince we left huom. Pray take particu- 
lar care of the houfe while the family is abfent. Let 
there be a fire conftantly kept in my brother’s 
chamber and mine. The maids, having nothing 
to do, may be fat a fpinning. I defire you’ll clap- 
a pad-luck on the wind-feller, and let none of the 
men have excefs to the ftrong bear—don’t forget to*- 

have the gate fhit every evening before dark.- . 
The gardnir and the hind may lie below in the 
landry, to partake the houfe, with the blunderbufs 
and the great dog ; and I hope you’ll have a watch- 
full eye over the maids. I know that huffy, Mary 
Jones, loves to be rumping with the men. Let 
me know if Alderney’s calf be fould yet, and what 
he fought—if the culd goofe be fitting ; and if the 
cobler has cut Dicky, and how the pore anemik 
bore the operation.—No more at prefent, but reds. 

Yours, 
Gloftar, April 2. Tabith a Br amble. 

T© 
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Bramtleton-hall. 

DEAR MOLLY, 
HEAVING this importunity, I fend my Jove 

to you and Saul, being in good health, and hoping 
to heer the fame from you; -and that you and Saul 
will take my poor kitten to bed with you this cold 
weather.—We have been ajl in a fad taking here at 
Gloftar—Mifs Liddy had like to have run away 
with a player-man, and young matter and he would 
adone themfelves a mifchief; but the fquire applied 
to the mare, and they were bound over.—-Miftrefs 
bid me not fpeak a word of the matter to any Chrif- 
tian foul—no more I fhall: for we fervints fhould 
fee all and fay nothing—But what was worfe than 
all this, Chowder has had the misfortune to be 
worried by a butcher’s dog, and came home in a 
terrible pickle—Miftrifs was taken with the afte- 
rilks, but they foon went off. The do&er was 
fent for to Chowder, and he fubfcribed a repofitory, 
which did him great fervice—thank God he’s now 
in a fair way to do well—pray take care of my box 
and the pillyber, and put them under your own bed ; 
for, I do fuppofe, madam Gwyllim will be a prying 
into my fecrets, now my back is turned. John 
Thomas is in good health, but fulky. The fquire 
gave away an culd coat to a poor man ; and John 
fays as how tis robbing him of his parquifites.—I 
told him, by his agreement he waste receive no 
vails ; but he fays as how there’s a difference be- 
twixt vails and parquifites; and fo there is for 
fartain. We are ail going to the Hot Well, where 
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where I Ihall drink your health in a glafs of water>. 
being, 

Dear Molly, 
Your humble fervant to command, 

dollar, April 2d. Win. Jenkins.. 

ToSif Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col- 
lege, Oxon. 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 
AS I have nothing more at heart than to con- 

vince you I am incapable of forgetting, or neglect- 
ing the friendfhip I made at college, I now begin 
that correfpondence by letters, which you and I 
agreed, at parting, to cultivate. I begin it fooner 
than I intended, that you may have it in your power 
to refute any idle reports which may be circulated 
to my prejudice at Oxford, touching a foolhh 
quarrel, in which I have been involved on account 
of my filler, who had been fome time fettled here 
in a boarding-fchool.—When I came hither with 
my uncle and aunt (who are our guardians) to fetch 
her away, I found her a fine, tall girl, of fevenfeen, 
with an agreeable per ion ; but remarkably fimple, 
and quite ignorant of the world. This difpofitic n, 
and want of experience, had expofed her to the 
addrefles of a perfon—I know not what to call him 
who had feen her at a play; and, with a confidence 
and dexterity peculiar to himfelf, found means to be 
recommended to her acquaintance. It was by. the 
greatell accident I intercepted one of his letters; as 
it was my duty to ftifle this correfpondence in its 
birth, I made it my bufinefs to find him out, and 
tell him very freely my fentiments of the matter. 
The fpark did not like the flile I ufed, and behaved 
with abundance of mettle. Though bis rank in life (which 



15 The EXPEDITION of 
which, by the bye, I am afhamed to declare) did 

rot entitje him to much deference; yet as his be- 
haviour was remarkably fpirited, I admitted him 
to the privilege of a gentleman, and fomething 
might have happened, had not we been prevented. 
—In Ihort, the bufinefs took air, I know not how’, 
and made4abundance of noife—recourfe was had to 
juftice 1 was obliged to give my word and 
honour, &c. and to-morrow morning we fet out 
for Briftol Wells, where I expeQ: to hear from you 
by the return of the port. 1 have got into a fa- 
mily of originals, whom I may one day attempt to 
defcribe for your amufement. My aunt, Mrs. 
Tabitha Bramble, is a maiden of forty-five, ex- 
ceedingly ftarched, vain, and ridiculous. My 
uncle is an odd kind of humorift, always on the 
fret, and fo unpleafant in his manner, that, rather 
than be obliged to keep him company, Pd refign 
all claim to the inheritance of his eftate. Indeed 
his being tortured by the gout may have foured his 
temper, and, perhaps, I may like him better on 
further acquaintance: certain it is, all his fervants 
and neighbours in the country, are fond of him, 
even to a degree of enthufiafm, the reafon of which 
I cannot as yet comprehend. Remember me to 
Criffy Price, Gwyn, Manfel, Baflet, and all the 
reft of my old Cambrian companions. Salute 
the bed-maker in my name—give my fervice to the 
cook, and pray take care of poor Ponto, for the 
fake of his old mafter, who is, and ever will be. 

Dear Phillips, 
Your affe&ionate friend, 

and humble fervant. 
G^ucefter, April 2. Jer. Melford* 

To 



HUM P H R Y CL INKER 17 

To Mrs. Jermyn, at her houfe in Gloucefter. 
DEAR MADAM, 

HAVING no mother of my own, I hope you will give me leave to dilburthen my poor heart to 
you, who have always a&ed the part of a kind 
parent to me, ever fince I was put under your eare. 
—Indeed, and indeed, my worthy governefs may 
believe me, when I allure her, that I never har- 
boured a thought that was otherwife than virtuous ; 
and, if God will give me grace, I fhall never behave 
fo as to call a reflexion on the care you have taken 
in my education. I confefs I have given juft caufe 
of offence by my want of prudence and experience. 
1 ought not to have liftened to what the young man 
faid ; and it was my duty to have told you all that 
pa fled, but I was afhamed to mention it ; and then 
he behaved fo modeft and refpe<5tful, and feemed to 
be fo melancholy and timorous, that I could not 

' find in my heart to do any thing that Ihould make 
him miferable and defperate. As for familiarities, 

11 do declare, I never once allowed him the favour 
' of a falute ; and as to the few letters that parted 

; between us, they are all in my uncle’s hands, and 
I hope they contain nothing contrary to innocence 
and honour.—I am fttll perfuaded that he is not 

| what he appears to be: but time will difcover— 
mean while I will endeavour to forget a connexion, 
which is fo difpleafing to my family. I have cried 
without ceafing, and have not tailed any thing but 

i; tea, fince I was hurried away from you; nor did I 
l once clofe my eyes for three nights running.—My 
f aunt continues to chide me feverely when we are 

by ourfelves; but I hope to foften her in time, 
tby humility and fubmiflion.—My uncle, who was 
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fo dreadfully pafllonate in the beginning, has been 
moved by my tears and diftrefs; and is now all 
tendernefs and' Compaffion; and my brot|ier is re- 
conciled to me, on my promife to break off all 
cofrefpondence with that unfortunate youth : but, 
notwithftanding all their indulgence, I fhall have 
no peace of mind till I know my dear and ever 
honoured governefs has forgiven her poor, difcon- 
folate, forlorn, 

Affectionate humble fervant, 
till death, 

Clifton, April 6. Lydia Melf-ord. 

To Mifs l-ijs.t itia Willis, at Gloucefter. 
MY DEAREST LETTY, 

I AM in fuch a fright, left this fhould not come 
fafe to hand by the conveyance of Jarvis the carrier, 
that I beg you will write to me, on the receipt of it, dire&ing to me, under cover, to Mrs. Winifred 
Jenkins, my aunt’s rhaid, who is a good girl, and 
has been fo kind to. me in my affiidtion, that I have 
made her my confidant; as for Jarvis, he was very 
fhy of taking charge of my letter and the little 
parcel, becauie fus fifter Sally had like to have loft 
her place on my account: indeed I cannot blame 
the man for his caution ; but I have made it worth 
his while.—My dear companion and bed-fellow, it 
is a grievous addition to my other misfortunes, that 
I am deprived of your agreeable company and con- 
verfation, at a time when I need fo much the com- 
fort of your good humour and good fenfe; but, I 
hope, the frier.dfttip we contra&ed at the boaxding- 
fchool, will laft for life 1 doubt not but on 
my fide it will daily increafe and improve, as I gain experience. 
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xperience, and learn to know the value of a true 
riend.—O, my dear Letty! what lhall I fay about 
i>oor Mr. Wilfon ? I have promifed to break off all 
:orrefpondence, and, if poffible, to forget him: 
)ut, alas ! I begin to perceive that will not be in 
(ny power. As it is by no means proper that the 
pidhire fhould remain in my hands, left it fliould 
be the occafion of more mifchief, I have fent it to rou by this opportunity, begging you will either 
:eep it fafe till better times, or return it to Mr. 

ilfon himfelf, who, I fuppofe, will make it his 
lufinefs to fee you at the ufual place. If he fhould 
ie low-fpirited at my fending back his pi&ure, you 
lay tell him I have no occafion for a pi&ure, while 

;he original continues engraved on my But 
>; I would not have you tell him that neither ; 
icaufe there muft be an end of our correfpondence ■—I wifh he may forget me, for the fake of his own peace; and yet if he fhould, he muft be a barba- 

trous-. But ’tis impoffible—poor Wilfon cannot 
be falfe and inconftam : I befeech him not to write 
to me, nor attempt to fee me for fome time ; for, 

iConfidering the refentment and paffionate temper of 
my brother Jery, fuch an attempt might be attend- 
ed with confequences which would make us all mi- 
ferable for life—iet us truft to time and the chap- 
iter of accidents; or rather to that Providence which 
will not fail, fooner or later, to reward thofe that 
walk in the paths of honour and virtue.—I would 
offer my love to the young ladies : but it is not fit 
that any of them fliould know'you have received 
this letter.—If we go to Bath, I {hall fend you my 
Ample remarks upon that famous centre of polite 
amufement, and every other place we may chance to yifit; and I flatter myfelf that my dear Mifs 
Willis will be pun&ual in anfwering the letters of 
her affe&ionaie 

Clifton, April 6. Lydia Melford, 
To 
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To Dr. Lewis. 
DEAR LEWIS, 

I HAVE followed your dire&ions with fome 
fuccels, and might have been upon my legs by this i ® 
time, had the weather permitted me to ufe my : r 
faddle horfe. I rode out upon the Downs laft Tuei-- n 
day, in the forenoon, when the fky, as far as the ; « 
vifibk horiron, was without a cloud : but before I j 
had gone a full mile, 1 was overtaken inftantane- 
cufly by a ftorm of rain that wet me to the (kin in 
three minutes—whence it came the devil knows; 
but it has laid me up (I fuppofe for one fortnight. 
It makes me Tick to hear people talk of the fine air ; 
upon Clifton-Downs: how can the air be either , 
agreeable or falutary, where the dsemon of vapours 
defcends in a perpetual drizzle? My confinement is 
the more intolerable, as I am furrounded with do- 
meftic vexations.—My niece has had a dangerous fit j of illnefs, OQcafioned by that curfed incident at 
Gloucefter, which I mentioned in my laft.—She | is a poorJgodd-natured fimpleton, as foft as butter, 
and as eatily melted—not that (he’s a fool—the girl’s | 
parts are not defpicable, and her education has not 
been neg!e£ted; that is to fay, (he can write and 
fpcll, and (peak French, and play upon the harp- , 
(ichord ; then (he dances finely, has a good figure, | 
and is very veH inclined ; but, (he’s deficient in 
fpirit, and fo fuiceptible—and fo tender forfooth ! v 
-—truly, (lie I as got a languifhing eye, and reads 
romances—Then there’s her brother, ’(quire Jery, 
a pert jackanapes, full of college-petulance and fell- J 
conceit; proud as a Get man count, and as hot \ 
and hafty as a Welch mountaineer. As for that j 
fantaftical animal, my fifter Tabby, you are no ftranger ; 
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iftranger to her qualifications—I vow to God, fhe 
is fometimes To intolerable, that I almoft think fhe’s 
ithe devil incarnate come to torment me for my fins ; 
and yet I am confcious of no fins that ought to entail 
ifuch family-plagues upon me—why the devil fhould 
mot I fhake of thefe torments at once ? I an’t mar- 
ried to Tabby, thank Heaven ! nor did I beget the 
other two : let them chofe another guardian : for 
my part, I an’t in a condition to take care of myfelf ; 
much lefs to fuperintend the condufit of giddy-head- 
ed boys and girls. You earneftly defire to know 
the particulars of our adventure at Gloucefter, 
which are briefly thefe, and I hope they will go no 
further :—Liddy had been fo long cooped up in a 
boarding-fchool, which, next to a nunnery, is the worft kind of feminary that ever was contriv. 

Bed for young women, that fhe became as inflam- 
mable as touch-wood ; and going to a play in ho- 
lyday-time, ’fdeath, I’m afhamed to tell you l fhe fell in love with one of the a&ors—a handfome 
young fellow that goes by the name of Wilfon. 1 The rafcal foon perceived the impreflion he had 

1 made, and managed matters fo as to ■ fee her at a houfe where fhe went to drink tea with her gover- 
nefs.—This was the beginning of a correfpondence, 
which they kept up by means of a jade of a milliner 
who made and drefied caps for the girls at the 
boarding-fchool. When we arrived at Gloucefler, Liddy came to flay at lodgings with her aunt, and 
Wilfon bribed the maid to deliver a letter into her 
own hands ; but it feems Jery had already acquired fo much credit with the maid, (by what means he 
beft knows) that fhe carried the letter to him, and fo 
the whole plot was difeovered. The rafh bo-;, with- 
out faying a word of the matter to me, went imme- 
diately in fearch of Wilfon ; and I fuppofe, treated 
him with infolence enough. The theatrical her<> was 
too far gone in romance to brook fuch ufage : he re- 
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plied in blank verfe, and a formal challenge enfued. 
They agreed to meet early next morning and dedde 
the difpute with fword and pidol. I heard nothing 
at all of the affair, till Mr. Morley came to mybed- 
fide in the muring, and told me he was afraid my 
nephew was going to fight, as he had been over- 
heard talking very loud and vehement with Wilfon 
at the young man’s lodgings the night before, and 
afterwards went and bought powder and ball at a 
fhop in the neighbourhood. I got up immediately, 
and upon inquiry found he was juft gone out. I 
begged Morley to knock up the mayor, that he 
might interpofe as a magiftrate, and in the mean 
time I hobbled after the fquire, whom I faw at a 
diftance walking at a great pace towards the city gate 
—in fpite of all my efforts, I could not come up 
till our two combatants had taken their ground, and 
were priming their piftols. An old houfe luckily 
fcreened me from their vSew ;fo that I rufhed upon 
them at once, before I w as perceived. They were 
bo(h confounded, and attempted to make their ef- 
cape different ways ; but Morley coming up with 
conftables at that inftant, took Wilfon into cufto- 
dy, and Jery followed him quietly to the mayor’s 
houfe. All this time I w’as ignorant of what had 
pa fled the preceding day ; and neither of the par- 
ties would difcover a tittle of the matter. The 
mayor obferved that it was great prefumption in 
Wilfon who was a ftrcller, to proceed to fuch ex 
tremities with a gentleman of family and fortune ; 
and threatened to commit him on the vagrant aft. 
—The young fellow buftled up with great fpirit, 
declaring he w'asa gentleman, aftd would be treated 
as fuch; but herefufedto explain himfelf further. 
The mafter of the company being fent for, and 
examined, touching the fatd Wilfon, faid the young 
man had engaged with him at Birmingham about 
fix months ago; but never would take his falary ; 
that he had behaved fo well in his private charac- 
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tefj as to acquire the refpeQ; and good-will of all his acquaintance, and that the public owned his merit, 
as an a£tor, was altogether extraordinar)  After 
all, I fancy, he will turn out to be a run-way 
prentice from London—The manager offered lO 
bail him for any Aim, provided he would give his 
word and honour that he would keep the peace j 
but the young gentleman was on his high ropes, 
and would by no means lay himfelf under any re- 
ftri&ions: on the other hand, Hopefull, was e- 
qually obftinate ; till at length the mayor declared, 
that If they both refufed to be bound over, he 
would immediately commit Wilfon as a vagrant to 
hard labour. I own I was much pleafed with Je- 
ry’s behaviour on this occafion : he faid that rather 
than Mr. Wilfon fhould be treated in fuch an ig- 
nominious manner, he would give his word and 
honour to profecute the affair no further while they 
remained at Gloucefter—Wilfon thanked him for 
his generous manner of proceeding, and was dif- 
charged. On our return to our lodgings, my ne- 

,;phew explained the whole myftery ; and I own I 
was exceedingly incenfed.—Liddy being queftioned 
on the fubjeft, and very feverely reproached by 
that wild-cat my After Tabby, ftrft fwooned away, 
then diffolving into a flood of tears, confeffed all 
the particulars of the correfpondence, at the fame 
time giving up three letters, which was all fhe had 
received from her admirer. Thelaft, which Jery 

) intercepted, I fend you inclofed, and when you 
have read it, I dare fay you won’t wonder at the 
progrefs the writer had made in the heart of a Am- 
ple girl, utterly unacquainted with the chara&ers 

’ of mankind. Thinking it was high time to re- 
move her from fuch a dangerous connexion, I car- 

I ried her off the very next day to Briftol; but the 
poor creature was fo frightened and fluttered, by 

| our threats and expoftulations, that fhe fell Ack the 



24 The EXPEDITION of 
fourth day after our arrival at Clifton, and continued 
fo ill for a whole week that her life was defpaired 
of. It was not till yefterday that Dr. Rigge declar- 
ed her out of danger. You cannot imagine what I 
have fuffered, partly from the indifcretion of this 
poor child, but much more from the fear of lofmg 
her entirely. This air is intolerably cold, and the 
place quite folitary—I never go down to the well 
without returning low-fpirited ; for there I meet 
with half a dozen poor emaciated creatures, with 
ghoftly looks, in the laft ftage of a confumption, 
who have made ftiift to linger through the winter, 
like fo many exotic plants languifhing in a hot-houfe; 
but, in all appearance, will drop into their graves 
before the fun has warmth enough to mitigate the 
rigour of this ungenial fpring.—If you think the 
Bath water will be of any fervice to me, I will go 
thither as foon as my niece can bear the motion of 
the coach.—Tell Barns I am obliged to him for 
his advice ; but don’t choofe to follow it. If Davis 
voluntarily offers to give up the farm, the other 
fhall have it ; but I will not begin at this time of 
day to diflrefs my tenants, becaufe they are unfor- 
tunate, and cannot make regular payments: I 
wonder that Bams would think me capable of fuch 
oppreflion—As for Higgins, the fellow is a noto- 
rious poacher, to be fure ; and an impudent rafcal 
to fet his fnares in my own paddock; but, I fup- 
pofe, he thought he had fome right (efpecially in 
my abfence) to partake of what nature feeems to 
have intended for common ufe—you may threaten 
him in my name, as much as you pleafe, and if he 
repeats the offence, let me know it before you have 
recourfe to juftice. 1 know you are a great 
fportfman, and oblige many of your friends . I 
need not tell you to make ule of my grounds; but 
it maybe neceffary to hint, that I’m more afraid 
of my fowling piece than of my game. When you can 
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can fpare two or three brace of partridges, fend them 
overby the ftage coach, and tell Gwyllim that fhe 
fyrgot to pack up my flannels and wide {hoes in the 
trunk-mail—I Ihall trouble you as ufual, from time 
to time, till at laft I fuppofe you will be tired of 
correfponding with 

Your aflured friend, 
: Clifton, April 17. M. Bramble. 

ToMifsLyDiA Melford. 
MISS WILLIS has pronounced my doom 

• you are going away, dear Mifs Melford !—you 
are going to be removed, I know not whither! what 

: fhall I do ? which way {hall I turn for confolation ? 
I know not what I fay—all night long have I been 
itofled in a fea of doubts and fears, uncertainty and 
diftra&ion, without being able to conneft my 
(thoughts, much lefs to form any confident plan of 

i- conduct—I was even tempted to wifh that I had 
never feen you ; or that you had been lefs amiable, 
or lefs compaflionate to your poor Wiflon; and yet 
it would be deteftable ingratitude in me to form 
fuch a wifh, confidering how much I am indebted 
:to your goodnefs, and the ineffable pleafure I have 

• derived from your indulgence and approbation—» 
Good God 1 I never heard your name mentioned ■ -without emotion 1 the mod didant profpedf of being 
admitted to your company,^lied my whole toul -with 
;a kind of pleafing alarm ! as the time approached, 
my heart beat with redoubled force, and every nerve 
(thrilled with a tranfport of expe&ation ; but, ■when I found myfelf a&ually in your prefence;— 
when I heard you fpeak;—when I faw you fmile ; 

I when I beheld your charming eyes turned favour- Vol. I B ably 
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ably upon me ; my breafl: was filled with fuch 
tumults of delight, as wholly deprived me of the 
power of utterance, and wrapt me in a delirium of 
joy! encouraged by your fweetnefs of temper 
and affability, I ventured to defcribe the feelings of 
my heart—even then you did not check my pre- 
fumption—you pitied my fufferings, and gave me 
leave to hope—you put a favourable—perhaps 
too favourable a conftru&ion, on my appearance— 
certain it is, I am no player in love—I fpeak the 
language of my own heart; and have no prompter 
but nature. Yet there is fomething in this 
heart, which I have not yet difclofed -I flattered 
myfelf—But, I will not—I muft not proceed  
Dear Mifs Liddy! for Heaven’s fake, contrive, if 
pcffible, fome means of letting me fpeak to you 
before you leave Gloucefter ; otherwife, I know 
not what will—But 1 begin to rave again—I will 
endeavour to bear this trial with fortitude—while 
I am capable of refle&ing upon your tendernefs 
and truth, I iurely have no caufe to delpair—yet I 
am ftrangely aflreaed. The fun feems to deny me 
light—a cloud hangs over me, and there is a dread- 
ful weight upon my fpirits! While you flay in this 
place, I fhall continually hover about your lodgings, 
as the parted foul is faid to linger about the grave 
where its mortal confort lies—I know, if it is in 
your power, you will talk your humanity—your 
compaflion—fhall I add, your affeaion ? in order 
to affuage the almoft intolerable difquiet that tor- 
ments the heart of your affli£ted, 
Gloucefter, March 31. Wilson. 

To 
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jefus college, 
Oxon. 

Hot Well, April 18. 
DEAR PHILLIPS, 
I GIVE Manfel credit for his invention, in 

propagating the report that I had a quarrel with a 
mountebank’s merry Andrew at Gloucefter: but I 
have to© much refpe£t for every appendage of wit, 
to quarrel even with the lowefi: buffoonery ; and 
therefore I hope Manfel and I fhall always be good 
friends. I cannot, however, approve of his drown- 
ing my poor dog Ponto, on p»rpofe to convert 
Ovid’s pleonafm into a punning epitaph—deerant 
quoque Littoru Ponto: for, that he threw him into 
the Ms, when it was fo high and impetuous, with 
no other view than to kill the fleas, is an excufe 
that will not hold water—But I leave poor Ponto 
(to his fate, and hope Providence will take care to 
accommodate Manfel with a drier death. 

As there is nothing that can be called company 
at the Well, I am here in a ftate of abfolute rufti- 
catien : This, however, gives me leifure to ob- 
ferve the Angularities in^ my uncle’s charafter, 
which feems to have interefted your curioflty. 
The truth is, his difpofition and mine, which, like 
oil and vinegar, repelled one another at firft, have 

jnow begun to mix by dint of being beat up together. 
I was once apt to believe him a complete Cynic ; 
and that nothing but the neceflity of his occafi'ons 
jcould compel him to get within the pale of fociety 
—I am now of another opinion. I think his pee- 
tvifhnefs arifes partly from bodily pain, and partly ■from a natural excels of mental fenfibility; for, I 

B a fuppof* 
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fuppofe the mind as well as the body, is in Tome 
cafes endued with a morbid excefs of ferifation. 

I was t’other day much diverted with a conver- 
sation that palled in the Pump-room, betwixt him 
and the famous Dr. L n, who is come to ply 
at the Well for patients. My uncle was complain- 
ing of the ftink, occafioned by the vaft quantity of 
mud and flime, which the river leaves at low ebb 
under the windows of the Pump-room. He ob- 
served, that the exhalations arifing from fuch a 
nuifance, could not but be prejudicial to the weak! 
lungs of many confumptive patients, who came tol 
drink the water. The Dodor overhearing this ; 
remark, made up to him, and aflured him he wash 
miftaken. He faid, people in general were fo mif- s 
led by vulgar prejudices, that philolophy was hard- 
ly fufficient to undeceive them. Then humming i 
thrice, he aflumed a moft ridiculous folemnity of; 
afped, and entered into a learned inveftigation ofl 
the nature of ftink. He obferved, that ftink, or; 
flench, meant no more than a ftrong impreftion om 
the olfa&ory nerves; and might be applied to fub-j fiances of the moft oppoftte qualities ; that in the* 
Dutch language, Jiinken Signified the moft agreea-| 
ble perfume, as well as the moft fetid odour, as;; 
appears in Van Vloudel’s tranflation of Horace, inji; 
that beautiful ode, Quis multa gracilis, &c.—Then 
words Uquidus perfufus odoribus, he tranflates vam\ 
civet & mofcbata gejlinken : that individuals differed;) 
toto ccelo in their opinion of fmells, which, indeed,,! 
was altogether as arbitrary as the opinion of beauty y 
that the French were pleafed with the putrid effluvia#; 
of animal food ; and fo were the Hottentots ini* 
Africa, and thefavages in Greenland ; and that thei 
Negroes on the coaft of Senegal would not toucfd 
fifh till it was rotten; ftrong prefumptions in favour 
of what is generally called Jlitik, as thofe nation^, 
are in a ftate of nature, undebauched by luxury* , unfeducedj; 
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unleduced by whim and caprice : that he had reafon 
to believe the ftercoraceous flavour, condemned by 
prejudice as a ftink, was, in faQ:, moft agreeable to 
the organs of imelling; for, that every perfon who 
pretended to naufeate the fmell of another’s excreti- 
ons, fnuflFed up his own with particular complacen- 
cy ; for the truth of which he appealed to all the 
ladies and gentlemen then prefent: he faid the in- 
habitants of Madrid and Edinburgh found particular 
fatisfadfionin breathing their own atmofphere, which 
was always impregnated with ftercoraceous effluvia : 
that the learned IDr. B—, in his treatife on the Four 
digeftions, explains in what manner the volatile 
effluvia from the inteftines, ftimulate and promote 
the operations of the animal oeconomy : he affirmed, 
the laft Grand Duke of Tufcany, of the Medicis 
family, who refined upon fenfuality with the fpirit 
of a philofopher, was fo delighted with that odour, 
that he caufed the eflence of ordure to be extra&ed, 
and ufed it as the moft delicious perfume : that he 
himfelf, (the do&or) when he happened to be low- 
fpirited, or fatigued with bufinefs, found immediate 
relief and uncommon fatisfa&ion from hanging over 
the ftale contents of a clofe-ftool, while his fervant 
ftirred it about under his nofe ; nor was this effedt 
to be wondered at, when we confider that this 
fubftance abounds with the felf-fame volatile falts 
that are fo greedily fmelled to by the moft delicate 
invalids, after they have been extradled and fublimed 
by the chemifts. By this time the company be- 
gan to hold their nofes ; but the dodtor, without tak- 
ing the leaft notice of this fignal, proceeded to fttew, 
that many fetid fubftances were not only agreeable 
but falutary; fuch as affafcetida, and other medicinal 
gums, refins, roots and vegetables, over and above 
burnt feathers, tanpits, candle fnuffs, dsV. In ftiort, 
he ufed many learned arguments to perfuade his au- 

B 3 dience 
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dience out of their fenfes ; and from flench made a 
tranfition to filth, which he affirmed was alfo a mif- 
taken idea, in as much as objedts fo called, were no 
other than certain modifications of matter, confift- 
ing of the fame principles that enter into the com- 
pofition of all created eflences, whatever they may 
be : that in the filthieft produ&ion of nature, a 
philofopher confidered nothing but the earth, water, 
fait, and air of which it was compounded : that, for 
his own part, he had no more obje&ion to drinking 
the dirtieft ditch water, than he had to a glafs of wa- 
ter from the Hot Well, provided he was affured there 
was nothing poifonous rn the concrete. Then ad- 
dreffing himfelf to my uncle, “ Sir, (faid he) you 
“ feem to be of a dropfical habit, and probably will 
“ foon have a confirmed afcites: if I fliould be pre- f< fent when you are tapped, I will give you a con- 
“ vincing proof of what I aflert, by drinking with- 
** out hefitation the water that comes out of your te abdomen.”—The ladies made wry faces at this 
declaration, and my uncle changing colour, told him 
he did not defire any fuch proof of his philofophy: “ But I fhould be glad to know (faid he) what 
“ makes you think I am of a dropfical habit ?” “ Sir, «< I beg pardon, (replied the Doftor) I perceive your 
« ancles are fwelled, and you feem to have the facies 
«« leucophlegmatica. Perhaps, indeed, your dilorder 
« may be oedematous, or gouty, or it may be the 
« lues venerea: if you have any reafon to flatter 
« yourfelf it is thislaft, fir, I will undertake to cure 
<« you with three fmall pills, even if the difeafe « fhould have attained its utmoft iriveteracy. Sir, 

it is an arcanum which I have difcovered, and prepared with infinite labour.—Sir, I have late- 
“ ly cured a woman in Briftol a common pro- te ftitute, fir, who had got all the worft lymptoms 
« of the diforder} fuch as nodi, tophi, and gum- 
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** in at a t verruca, crijla Galli, and a ferpiginous 
“ eruption, or rather a pocky itch all o.er her 
“ body. By that time fhe had taken the fecond 
“ pill, fir, by Heaven 1 (he was as fmooth as my 
*e hand, and the third made her as found and as tc frefh as a new born infant.” “ Sir, (cried my 
“ uncle peeviflily) I have no reafon to flatter my- 
“ felf that my diforder comes within the efficacy of 
“ your noftrum. But, this patient you talk of, 
“ may not be fo found at bottom as you imagine.” 
“ I can’t poflibly be mifiaken: (rejoined the phy- 
“ fician) for I have had communication with 
“ her three times—I always afcertain my cures in 
“ that manner.” At this remark, all the ladies 
retired to another corner of the room, and fome 
of them began to fpit—As to my uncle, though he 
was ruffled at firft by the do&or’s faying he was 
dropfical, he could not help finding at this ridicu- lous confeflion, and, I fuppofe, with a view to pu- 
niffi this original, told him there was a wart upon 
his nofe, that looked a little fufpicious. “ I don’t 
“ pretend to be a judge of thofe matters ; (faid he) 
“ but I underftand that warts are often produced 
“ by the diftemper ; and that one upon your nofe 
“ feems to have taken poffeffion of the very key- done of the bridge, which I hope is in no danger 
“ of falling.” L n feemed a little confounded 
at this remark, and affured him it was nothing but 
a common excrefcence of the cuticula, but that the 
bones were all found below; for the truth of thi* 
afiertion he appealed to the touch, defiring he would 
feel the part. My uncle faid it was a matter of fuch 
delicacy to meddle with a gentleman’s nofe, that he 
declined the office—upon which, the Do8:or turn ing to me, intreated me to do him that favour, 
complied with his requeft, and handled it fo roughl 
ly, and he fneezed, and the tears ran down hi- 

fi 4 cheeks 
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cheeks, to the no {mall entertainment of the com- 
pany, and particularly of my uncle, who burft out 
a-laughing for the firft time fince I have been with 
him; and took notice, that the part feemed to be 
very tender. “ Sir, (cried the Do&or) it is natu- 
“ rally a tender part; but to remove all poflibility 
“ of doubt, I will take off the wart this very night.” 

So faying, he bowed with great folemnity all 
round, and retired to his own lodgings, where he 
applied a cauftic to the wart; but it fpread in fuch a 
manner as to produce a confiderable inflammation, 
attended with an enormous fwelling ; fo that when 
he next appeared, his whole face was overlhadowed 
by this tremendous nozzle ; and the rueful eagernefs 
with which he explained this unlucky accident, was 
ludicrous beyond all defcription. 1 was. much 
pleafed with meeting the original of a chara&er, 
which you and I have often laughed at in defcrip- 
tion ; and what furprizes me very much, I find the 
features in the pi&ure, which has been drawn for 
him, rather foftened than over-charged.— 

As I have fomething elfe to fay; and this letter 
has run to an unconfcionable length, I >fliall now 
give you a little refpite, and trouble you again by 
the very firft poft. I wifh you would take it in 
your head to retaliate thefe double ftrokes upon 

Your’s always, 
J. Melforb. 

T. 
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To Sir Wat kin Phillips, of Jefus college, 
Oxon. 

Hot Well, April 20. 
DEAR KNIGHT, 

I NOW fit down to execute the threat in ,'the 
tail of my laft. The truth is, I am big with the 
fecret, and long to be delivered. It relates to my 
guardian, who, you know, is at prefent our prin- 
cipal objedt in view. 

T’other day, I thought I had dete&ed him in 
fuch a ftate of frailty, as would but ill become his 
years and chara&er. There is a decent fort of a 
woman, not difagreeable in her perfon, that comes 
to the Well, with a poor emaciated child, far gone 
in a confumption. I had caught my uncle’s eyes 
feveral times directed to this perfon, with a very 
fufpicious expreffion in them, and every time he 
faw himfelf obferved, he haftily withdrew them, 
with evident marks of confufion 1 refolved to 
watch him more narrowly, and faw him fpeaking 
to her privately in a corner of the walk. At length, 
going down to the Well one day, P met her half 
way up the hill to Clifton, and could not help fuf- 
pedling (he was going to our lodgings by appoint- 
ment, as it was about one o’clock, the hour when 
my filler and I are generally at the Pump-room.— 
This notion exciting my curiofity, I returned by a 
back way, and got unperceived into my own cham- 
ber, which is contiguous to my uncle’s apartment. 
Sure enough, the woman was introduced, but not 
into his bed-chamber; he gave her audience in a 
parlour ; fo that I was obliged to Ihift my ftation 
to another room, where, however, there was a 
fmall chink in the partition, through which I could 
perceive what paffed My uncle though a little 

B 5 lame> 
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lame, rofe up when (he came in, and fetting a chair 
for her, defired fhe would fit down; then he aflted 
if fhe would take a difh of chocolate, which fhe 
declined, with much acknowledgment. After a 
fhort paufe, he faid, in a croaking tone of voice 
which confounded me not a little, “ Madam, I am 
“ truly concerned for your misfortunes ; and if this 
‘‘ trifle can be of any fervice to you, I beg you will 
“ accept it without ceremony,” So faying, he 
put a bit of paper into her hand, which fhe opening 
with great trepidation, exclaimed in an ecftafy, 
“ Twenty pounds ! O, fir 1” and finking down 
uponafettee, fainted away—Frightned at this fit, 
and, 1 fuppofe, afraid of calling for afliftance, left 
her fituation fhould give rife to unfavourable con- 
jefitures, he ran about the room in diftra&ion, 
making frightful grimaces; and, at length, had 
recolleftion enough to throw a little water in her 
face ; by which application fhe was brought to 
herfelf: but, then her feeling took another turn. 
She fhed a flood of tears, and cried aloud, “ I know “ not who you are : but, fine- worthy fir!— 
“ generous fir 1—the diftrefs of me and my poor “ dying child—Oh 1 if the widow’s prayers—if 
“ the orphan’s tears of gratitude can ought avail— 
*< gracious Providence !—Bleflings 1 fhower down 
“ eternal bleffings—” Here fhe was interrupted 
by my uncle, who muttered in a voice ftill more and 
more difcordant, “ For Heaven’s fake be quiet, 
“ madam—confider—the people of the houfe— 

’fdeath! can’t you—” All this time Ihe was ftruggling to throw herfelf on her knees, while he, 
feizing her by the wrifls, endeavoured to feat her 
upon the fettee faying, “ Pr’ythee—good now— (t hold your tongue- ” At that inflant, who 
fhould burft into the room but our aunt Tabby ! of 
*11 antiquated maidens the moft diabolically capri- 
cious—Ever prying into other people’s affairs, Ihe 
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had feen the woman enter, and followed her to the 
door, where the flood liftening, but probably could 
hear nothing d;flin£lly, except my uncle’s laft ex- 
clamation ; at which fhe bounced into the parlour in a violent rage, that dyed the tip of her nofe of 2 
purple hue,—“ Fy upon you. Matt! (cried fhe) <c what doings are thefe, to difgrace your own cha- 
*4 rafter, and difparage your family ?—” Then 
fnatched the bank-note out of the flranger’s hand, fhe went on—“ How now, twenty pounds!—here 

is temptation with a witnefs! Good woman, te go about your buflnefs—Brother, brother, I 
“ know not which mofl to admire; your concu- ie piflins, or your extravagance !—” “ Good God, f< (exclaimed the poor woman) fhall a worthy gen- 
“ tleman’s charafter fuffer for an aftion, that does 
“ honour to humanity?” By this time, uncle’s 
indignation was effeftually routed. His face grew pale, his teeth chattered, and his eyes flafhed—. 
“ Sifter, (cried he, in a voice like thunder) I vow 
“ to God, your impertinence is exceedingly pro- 
“ voking.” With thefe words, he took her by 
the hand, and, opening the door of communication, 
thruft her into the chamber where I flood, fo af- 
fefted by the fcene, that the tears ran down my 
cheeks. Obferving thefe marks of emotion, I 
“ don’t wonder (faid fhe) to fee you concerned at 
“ the back-flidings of fo near a relation ; a man of 
“ his years and infirmities: Thefe are fine doings, 
“ truly—This is a rare example, fet by a guardian <e f°r the benefit of his pupils—Monftrous! in- 
“ congrous ! fophiftical!”—I thought it was but an aft of juftice to fet her to rights; and therefore 
explained the myftery—But fhe would not be un- deceived. “ What ! (faid fhe) would you go for 
‘‘ to offer, for to arguefy me out of my fenfes ? 
“ Did’n’t I hear him whifpering to her to hold her 
“ tongue ? Did’n’t I fee her in tears ? Did’n’t I 

“fee 
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** fee him ftruggling to throw her upon the couch ? 
“ O filthy ! hideous! abominable 1 Child, child, 

talk not to me of charity. Who gives twenty 44 pounds in charity?—But you are a {tripling  
You know nothing of the world—Befides cha- (t rity begins at home—Twenty pounds would buy 

“ me a complete furt of flowered filk, trimmings 
<* and all—” In fhort, I quitted the room, my 
contempt for her, and my refpeft for her brother, 
being increafed in the fame proportion. I have 
fince been informed, that the perfon, whom my 
uncle fo generoufly relieved, is the widow of an 
enfign, who has nothing to depend upon but the 
penfion of fifteen pounds a year. The people of 
the Well-houfe give her an excellent character. 
She lodges in a garret, and works very hard at 
plain-work, to fupport her daughter, who is dying 
of a confumption. I muft own, to my Ihame, I 
feel a ftrong inclination to follow my uncle’s ex- 
ample, in relieving this poor widow ; but, betwixt 
friends, I am afraid of being detefted in a weaknefs 
that might entail the ridicule of the company upon. 

Dear Phillips, 
Yours always, 

J. MeLF ORD, 
Dire& your next to me at 

Bath j and remember 
me to all our fellow- 
jefuits. 
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To Dr. Lewis. 
Hot Well, April 2<y. 

I UNDERSTAND your hint. There are 
myfteries in phyfick, as well as in religion ; which 
we of the prophane have no right to inveftigate—A 
man muft not prefume to ufe his reafon, unlefshe 
has ftudied the categories, and can chop logic by 
mode and figure—Between friends, I think, every 
man of tolerable parts ought, at my time of day, 
to be both phyfician and lawyer, as far as his own 
conftitution and property are concerned. For my 
own part, I have had an hofpital thefe fourteen 
years within myfelf, and ftudied my own cafe with 
the moft painful attention ; confequently may be 
fuppofed to know fomething of the matter, altho* 
I have not taken regular courfes of phifiology, et 
cetera, et cetera. In fhort, I have forfome time 
been of opinion, (no offence, dear doftor) that 
the fum of all your medical difcoveries amounts to 
this, that the more you ftudy the lefs you know.— 
I have read all that has been written on the Hot 
Wells, and what I can collefit from the whole, is 
that the water contains nothing but a little fait, and 
calcarious earth, mixed in fuch inconfiderable pro- 
portion, as can have very little, if any, effect on 
the animal oeconomy. This being the cafe, I 
think, the man deferves to be fitted with a cap and 
bells, who, for fuch a paltry advantage as this Ipring 
affords, facrifices his precious time, which might 
be employed in taking more effedtual remedies, 
and expofes himfelf to the dirt, the flench, the 
chilling blafts, and perpetual rains, that render 
this place to me intolerable. If thefe waters, from 
a fmall degree of aftringency, are of feme fervice 
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in the diabetes, diarrhea, and night fweats, when 
the fecretions are to much encreafed, muft not 
they do harm in the fame pro portion, where the 
humours are obftru&ed, as in the ajihma, Jcurvy 
gout, and dropfy ?—Now we talk of the dropfy, 
here is a ftrange, fantaftical oddity, one of your 
brethren, who harangues every day in the pump- 
room, as if he was hired to give le&ures on all 
fubjefts whatfoever—I know not what make of 
him—Sometimes he makes fhrewd remarks ; at 
other times, he talks like the greateft fimpleton in 
nature—He has read a great deal; but without 
method or judgment, and digefted nothing. He 
believes every thing he has read ; efpecially if it has 
any thing of the marvellous in it; and his conver- 
fation is a furprifing hotch potch of erudition and 
extravagance.—He told me t’other day, with great 
confidence, that my cafe was dropfical; or, as he 
called it, Jeucopblegmatic : A fure fign, that his 
want of experience is equal to his prefumption ; 
for, you know, there is nothing analagous to the 
dropfy in my diforder—I wilh thofe impertinent 
fellows, with their ricketty underftandings, would 
keep their advice for thofe that alk it—Dropfy, in- 
deed ! Sure I have not lived to the age of fifty- 
five, and had fuch experience of my own diforder, 
and confulted you and other eminent phyficians, 
fo often, and fo long, to be undeceived by fuch a 
—But, without all doubt, the man is mad ; and, 
therefore, what he lays is of no confequence. I 
had, yefterday, a vifit from Higgins; who came 
hither under the terror of your threats, and brought 
me as a prefent a brace of hares; which he owned 
he took in my own ground ; and I could not per- 
fuade the fellow that he did wrong, or that I would 
ever profecute him for poaching 1 mull defire 
you will wink hard at the praftifes of this rafcal- 
lion ; otherwife I fh^ll be plagued with his pre- 
fents j which coft me more than they are worth 
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—If I could wonder at any thing Fitzowen 
does, I fhould be furprifed at his affurance, in de- 
firing you to folicit my vote for him, at the next 
ele&ion for the county: for him, who oppofed 
me on the like occafion, with the moft illiberal com- 
petition—You may tell him civilly, that I beg to be 
excufed. Direft your next for me at Bath, whi- 
ther I propofe to remove to-morrow ; not only on 
my own account, but for the fake of my niece, 
Liddy, who is like to relapfe. The poor creature 
fell into a fit yefterday, while I was cheapening a 
pair of fpe&acles, with a Jew-pedler.—I am afraid 
there is fomething ftill lurking in that little heart of 
her’s; which I hope a change of objefts will re- 
move. Let me know what you think of this half- 
witted Doctor’s impertinent, ridiculous, and ab-- 
furd notion of my diforder—So far from being 
dropfical, I am as lank in the belly as a grey-hound; 
and, by meafuring my ancle with a pack-thread, I 
find the fwelling fubfides every day From fuch doftors, good Lord deliver us!—I have not yet 
taken any lodgings in Bath •, becaufe there we can 
be accommodated at a minute’s warning, and I lhall choofe for myfelf 1 need not fay your direc- 
tions for drinking and bathing will be agreeable,, 
to. Dear Lewis, 

yours ever, 
Matt. Bramble. 

P. S. I forgot to tell you, that 
my right ancle pits, a 
fymptom, as I take it, of 
its being oedematous, not: 
leucophlegmatic. 

To 
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To Mifs LjEtitia Willis, at Gloucefter. 
Hot Well, April 21. 

MY DEAR LETTY, 
I D I D not intend to trouble you again, till we 

fhould be fettled at Bath; but having the occafion 
of Jarvis, I could not let it flip, efpecially as I have 
fomething extraordinary to communicate—O, my 
dear companion ! what fhall I tell you ? for feveral 
days part there was a Jew-looking man, that plied 
at the Wells with a box of fpe&acles ; and he always 
eyed me fo earneftly, that I began to be very uneafy. 
At laft, he came to our lodgings at Clifton, and lin- 
gered about the door, as if he wanted to fpeak to 
fomebody—I was feized with an odd kind of flut- 
tering, and begged Win to throw herfelf in his way: 
but the poor girl has weak nerves, and was afraid of 
his beard. My uncle, having occafion for new 
glafles, called him up flairs, and was trying a pair 
of fpe£lacles, when the man, advancing to me faid, 
in a whifper—O gracious! what d’ye think he faid ? 
—“ I am Wilfon !” His features ftruck me that very 
moment it was Wilfon, fure enough ! but fo 
difguifed, that it would have been impoflible to know 
him, if my heart had not aflifted in the difcovery. 
I was fo furprifed, and fo frightened, that I fainted 
away ; but foon recovered ; and found myfelf fup- 
ported by him on the chair, while my uncle was run- 
ning about the room, with the fpe&acles on his nofe 
calling for help. I had no oppoi cunity to fpeak to 
him ; but our looks were fufficiently expreflive. He 
was payed for his glafles, and went away. Then I 
told Win who he was, and fent her after him to the 
Pump-room ; where fhe fpoke to him, and begged 
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him in my name to withdraw from the place, that 
he might not incur the fufpicion of my uncle or my 
brother, if he did not want to fee me die of terror 
and vexation. The poor youth declared, with 
tears in his eyes, that he had fomething extraordi- 
nary to communicate ; and afked, if fhe would 
deliver a letter to me : but this fhe abfolutely re- 
fufed, by my order.—Finding her obftinate in her 
refufal, he defired fhe would tell me, that he was 
no longer a player, but a gentleman ; in which 
chara&er he would very foon avow his paffion for 
me, without fear of cenfure or reproach—Nay, he 
even difcovered his name and family ; which, to 
my great grief, the fimple girl forgot, in the con- 
fufion occafioned by her being feen talking to him 
by my brother ; who flopt her on the road, and 
afked what bufinefs fhe had with that rafcally Jew 
•—She pretended fhe was cheapening a ftay-hook ; but was thrown into fuch a quandary, that fhe 
forgot the mofl material part of the information; 
and when fhe came home, went into an hyfteric fit 
of laughing. This tranfaffcion happened three days 
ago, during which he has net appeared ; fo that I 
fuppofe he is gone. Dear Letty ! you fee how 
Fortune takes pleafure in perfecuting your poor 
friend. If youfhould fee him at Gloucefter—or if 
you have feen him, and know his real name and 
family, pray keep me no longer in fufpence—And 
yet, if he is under no obligation to keep himfelf 
longer concealed, and has a real affe&ionfor me, I 
fhould hope he will, in a little time, declare himfelf to my relations. Sure, if there is nothing unfuit- 
able in the match* they won’t be fo cruel as to 
thwart my inclinations—O, what happinefs would 
then be my portion! I can’t help indulging the 
thought, and pleafingmy fancy with fuch agreeable ideas ; which, after all, perhaps, will never be 
realiied—But, why fhould I defpair ? who knows 

what 



42 The EXPEDITION op 
what will happen ?—We fet out for Bath to-mor- 
row, and I am almoft forry for it ; as I begin to be 
in love with folitude, and this is a charming roman- 
tic place. The air is fo pure ; the Downs are fo 
agreeable ; the furze in full bloflbm ; the ground 
enamelled with daifies, and primrofes, and cow- 
flips ; all the trees burfting into leaves, and the 
hedges already cloathed with their vernal livery; 
the mountains covered with flocks of fheep, and 
tender bleating wanton lambkins playing, frilking 
and fkipping Horn fide to fide; the groves refound 
with the notes of black-biid, thrufh, and linnet; and all night long fweet Philomel pours forth her 
ravifhingly delightful long. Then, for variety, 
we go down to the nypph of Brijiol fpring, where 
the company is aflembled before dinner ; fo good- 
natured, fo free, fo eafy ; and there we drink the 
water fo clear, fo pure, fo mild, fo charmingly 
maukifti. There the fun is fo chearful and reviv- ing ; the weather fo foft ; the walk fo agreeable ; 
the profpeft fo amufing : and the fhips and boats 
going up and down the river, clofe under the win- 
dows of the Pump-room, afford fuch an enchanting 
variety of moveing piftures, a* require a much abler 
pen than mine todefcribe. To make this place a 
perfedf paradife to me, nothing is wanting but an 
agreeable companion and fincere friend ; fiich as niy dear mifs Willis hath been, and I hope ftill will 
be, to her ever faithful 

Lidia Melforb. 

Diredt for me, ftill under co- 
ver, to Win ; and Jarvis 
will take care to convey it 
fafe. Adieu. 
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ToSir Watkin Phillip.s, of Jefus college, 
Oxon. 

Bath, April 24. 
DEAR PHILLIPS, 

YOU have, indeed, reafon to be furprifed, that I 
fhould have concealed my correfpondence with mifs 
Blakerby from you, to whom I difclofed all my 
other connexions of that nature ; but the truth is, I 
never dreamed of any fuch commerce, till your laft 
informed me, that it had produced fomething 
which could not be much longer concealed. It is a 
lucky circumftance, however, that her reputation 
will not fuflfer any detriment, but rather derive ad- 
vantage from the difcovery ; which will prove, at 
lead, that it is not quite fo rotten, as moft people 
imagined—For my own part, I declare to you, in 
all the fincerity of friendlhip, that far from having any amorous intercourfe with the objeX in queftion 

* I never had the lead acquaintance with her per- fon ; but, if fhe is really in the condition you de- 
fcribe, I fufpett Manfel to be at the bottom of the 
whole. His vifits to that fhrine were no fccret; and 
this attachment, added to fomer good offices, which 
you know he has done me.fince I left Alma-mater, 
give me a right to belive him capable of faddling 
me with this fcandal, when my back was turned 

| —Neverthelefs, if my name can be of any fervice to him, he is welcome to make ufe of it ; and if 
the woman fhould be abandoned enough to fwear 
his bantling to me, I muft beg the favour of you 
to compound with the parifh : I fhall pay the pe- 
nalty without repining ; and you wall be fo good as 

| to draw upon me immediately for the fum required —On this occafion, I aX by the advice of my un- 
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cle ; who fays, I {hall have good-luck if I pafs 
through life without being obliged to make many 
more compofitions of the fame kind. The old 
gentleman told me lad night, with great good hu- 
mour that betwixt the age of twenty and forty, he 
had been obliged to. provide for nine baftards, 
fworn to him by women whom he never faw—Mr. 
Bramble’s chara&er, which feems to intereft you 
greatly, opens and improves upon me every day.— 
His Angularities afford a rich mine of entertainment : 
his underftanding, fo far as I can judge, is well 
cultivated : his obfervations on life are equally juft, 
pertinent, and uncommon. He affe&s mifanthro- phy, in order to conceal the fenfibility of a heart, 
which is tender, even to a degree of weaknefs. 
This delicacy of feeling, or forenefs of the mind 
makes him timorous and fearful ; but then he is 
afraid of nothing fo much as of difhonour; and 
although he is exceedingly cautious of giving of- 
fence, he will fire at the leaft hint of infolence or 
ill-breeding—Refpe&able as he is, upon the whole, 
I can’t help being fometimes diverted by his little 
diftreffes ; which provoke him to let fly the fhafts 
of his fat’ ?, keen and penetrating as the arrows of 
Teucer—Our aunt, Tabitha, a£ts upon him as a 
perpetual grind-ftone—She is* in all refpe&s, a 
ftriking contraft to her brother—But I referve her 
portrait for another occafion. 

Three days ago we came hither from the Hot Well, and took poffeflion of the firft floor of a 
lodging-houfe, on the South Parade ; a fituation 
which my uncle chofe, for its being near the Bath, 
and remote from the noife of carriages. He was 
fcarce warm in the lodgings when he called for his 
night cap, his wide fhoes and flannel ; and declar- 
ed himfelf invefted with the gout in his right foot ; 
though, I believe, it had as yet reached no farther 
than his imagination. It was not long before he 
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had reafon to repent his premature declaration ; for 
our aunt Tabitha found means to make fuch a cla- 
mour and confufion, before the flannels could be 
produced from the trunk, that one would have 
imagined the houfe was on fire. All this time, 
uncle fat boiling with impatience, biting his fingers, 
throwing up his eyes, and muttering ejaculations; 
at length he burfl: into a kind of convulfive laugh, 
after which he hummed a fong; and when the 
hurricane was over, exclaimed, “ Blefled be God 
“ for all things 1” This, however, was but the 
begining of his troubles. Mrs. Tabitha’s favou- 
rite dog Chowder, having paid his compliments to 
a female turn-fpit, of his own fpecies, in the kit- 
chen, involved himlelf in a quarrel with no fewer 
than five rivals, who fet upon him at once, and 
drove him up flairs to the dining-room door, with 
hideous noife : there our aunt and her woman, tak- 
ing arms in his defence, joined the concert ; which 
became truly diabolical. This fray being with 
difficulty iuppreffed, by the intervention of our 
own foot-man and the cook-maid of the houfe, the 
’fquire had juft opened his mouth to expoftulate 
with Tabby, when the town-waits, in the paflage 
below, ftruck up their mufick, (if mufick it may 
be called) with fuch a hidden burft of found, as 
made him ftart and ftare, with marks of indignation 
and difquiet. He had recolle&ion enough to fend 
his fervant with fome money to filence thofe noify 
intruders ; and they were immediately difmifled, 
though not without fome oppofition on the part of 
Tabitha, who thought it but reafonable that he 
fhould have more mufick for his money. Scarce 
had he fettled this knotty point, when a ftrange 
kind of thumping and bouncing was heard right 
over-head, in the fecond ftory, fo loud and violent 
as to (hake the whole building. I own I was ex- 
ceedingly provoked at this new alarm; and before 

my 
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my uncle had time to exprefs himfelf on the fubjefit jr: 
I ran up flairs, to fee what was the matter. Find- te 
ing the room-door open, I entered without cere- r: 
mony, and perceived an objedl, which I cannot " 
nowrecolle& without laughing to excels—It was a •; 
dancing mafter, with his fcholar, in the a£t of r 
teaching. The mafter was blind of one eye, and 1 

lame of one foot, and led about the room his pupil, ,<l 

who feemed to be about the age of three-fcore, V 
ftooped mortally, was tall, raw-boned, hard-fa- ■ 
voured, with a woolen night cap on his head ; and !' 1 

he had ftript off his coat, that he might be more 
nimble in his motions—Finding himfelf intruded i 
upon, by a perfon he did not know, he forthwith | 
girded himfelf with a long iron fword, and advanc- S 
ing to me, with a peremtory air, pronounced, in 
a true Hibernian accent, “ Mifter What d’ye cal .; 
** lum, by my Ihoul and confcience, l am very tx glad to fea you, if you are after coming in the 
** way of friendfhip ; and indeed and indeed now 

I believe you are my friend fure enough, gra ; |j 
though I never had the honour to fea your face |j, <e before, my dear ; for becaafe you eome like a | te friend, without any ceremony at all, at all—” I 

told him the nature of my vifit would not admit of i 
ceremony ; that I was come to defire he would | 
make lefs noife, as there was a fick gentleman below 1 
whom 1: ’ 1 • » ■ - difturb with fuch prepof- I 
“ gentleman, (replied this original) perhaps, upon “ another occafion, I might fh.villy requtft you to 
“ explain the maining of that hard word, prepaf- 
“ terous : but there’s a time for all things, ho- 
“ ney—” So faying, he palled me with ^reat 
agility, ard, running down flairs, found our loot- 
man at the dining-room door, of whom he dcmand- *>rl orlmiM-cmrp. tr> nav his refne/^S to the ftrantier. 

terous look-ye - now, young 
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iirequeft of fuch a formidable figure, he was imme- 

diately introduced, and addrefled himfelf to my 
: 'uncle in thefe words : “ Your humble fervant, ,I‘I good fir—Pm not fo prepajlerous, as your fon 

calls it, but I know the rules of fhivility—I’m 
''<f a Poor knight of Ireland, my name is Sir Ulic 

Mackilligut, of the county of Galway; being 
your fellow-lodger. I’m come to pay my ref- 
pe£b, and to welcome you to the South Parade, << and to offer my heft fe> vices to you, and your 

: “ good lady, and your pretty daughter ; and even t£ to the young gentleman your fon, though he 
thinks me a prepajierous fellow You muft 
know I am to have the honour to open a ball next 

“ door to morrow with lady Mac Manus; and 
“ being rufted in my dancing, I was refrefhing my 

memory with a little exercife ; but if I had tte known there was a fick perfon below, by Chrift ! 
‘ I would have fooner danced a hornpipe upon my , t( own head, than walk the fofteft minuet over 
“ yours.”—My uncle, who was not a little llartled 

/at his firft appearance, received his compliment 
t with great complacency, infilled upon his being 
I feated, thanked him for the honour of his vifit, and 
reprimanded me for my abrupt expoftulation with 
a gentleman of his rank and chara&er. Th>;s tu- 

; tored, I afked pardon of the knight, who, forthwith 
1 fiarting up, embraced me fo clofe, that I could 

hardly breathe; and affured me, he loved me as 
his own foul. At length, recollefting his night-cap, 

. he pulled it off in feme confufion ; and, \» ith his 
bald-pate uncovered, made a thoufand apologies to 
the ladies, as he retired—At thatinftant, the Abbey 
bells began to ring fo loud, that we could not hear 

; one another fpeak ; and this peal, as we afterwards If learned, was for the honour of Mr. Bullock, an emi- 
I nentcow keeper of Tottenham, who had juft arrived 
s at Bath, to drink the waters for indigeftion. Mr. 

Bramble 
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Bramble had not time to make his remarks upon the 
agreeable nature of this ferenade, before his ears 
were fainted with another concert that interefted 
him more nearly. Two negroes belonging to a Creole gentleman, who lodged in the fame houfe, 
taking cheir ftation at a window in the flair-cafe 
about ten feet from our dining-room door, began to 
pra6life upon the French-horn ; and being in the 
very firft rudiments of execution, produced fuch 
difcordant founds, as might have difcompofed the 
organs of an afs You may guefs what effeft 
they had upon the irritable nerves of uncle : who, 
with the mofl admirable expreffion of fplenetic fur- 
prize in his countenance, fent his man to filence 
thofe dreadful blafts, and defire the muficians to 
pra&ife in feme other place, as they had no right to 
{land there and diflurb all the lodgers in the houfe. 
Thofe fable performers, far from taking the hint, 
and withdrawing treated the meflenger with great 
infolence; bidding him carry his compliments to 
their mafler, colonel Rigworm, who would give 
him .a proper anfwer, and a good drubbing into 
the bargain ; in the mean time they continued their 
noife, and even endeavoured to make it more dif- 
agreeable ; laughing between whiles, at the thoughts 
of being able to torment their betters with impunity 
©ur ’fquire, incenfed at the additional infult, im- 
mediately difpatched the fervant, with his compli- 
ments to colonel Rigworm; requefting that he 
would order bis blacks to be quiet, as the noife they 
made was altogether intolerable—to this meffage, 
the Creole colonel replied, that his horns had a right 
to found on a common flair-cafe ; that there they 
fhould play for his diverfion ; and that thofe who did 
not like the noife, might look for lodgings elfe- 
where. Mr. Bramble no fooner received this reply 
than his eyes began to gliflen, his face grew pale, 
and his teeth chattered. After a moment’s paufe. 
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he dipt on his flioes, without fpeaking a word, or 
feeming to feel any further difturbance from the 
gout in his toes. Then, fnatching his cane, he 
opened the door and proceeded to the place where 
the black trumpeters were ported. There, without 
further hefitation, he began to belabour them both; 
and exerted himfelf with fuch aftonifliing vigpur 
and agility, that both their heads and horns were 
broken in a twinkling, and they ran howling down 
flairs to their mafter’s parlour door. The ’fquire, 
following them half way, called aloud, that the 
colonel might hear him, “ Go, rafcals, and tell 
“ your mafter what I have done ; if he thinks him- 
“ felf injured, he knows where to come for fatif* 
** fa£t;ion. As for you, this is but an earneft of 
** what you fliall receive, if ever you prefume to 
“ blow a horn again here, while I ftay in the 
“ houfe.” So faying, he retired to his apartment, 
in expectation of hearing from the Weft Indian; 
but the colonel prudently declined any farther pro- 
fecution of the difpute. My fifter Liddy was fright- 
ed into a fit, of which fhe was no fooner recover- 

, ed, than Mrs. Tabitha began a leCture upon pati- 
ence ; which her brother interrupted with a moft 
fignificant grin, exclaiming, “ True, fifter, God 
‘‘ increafe my patience and your difcretion. I 
“ wonder (added he) what fort of fonata we are to 
“ expeCt from this overture, in which the devil, 
** that prefides over horrid founds, hath given us 

fuch variations of difcord—The trampling of 
porters, the creaking and craftiing of trunks, the 

“ fnarling of curs, the fcolding of women, the 
: “ fqueaking and (quailing of fiddles and hautboys 
“ out of tune, the bouncing of the Irifh baronet 
' “ oyer-head, and the burfting, belching, and brat- 

tlingof the French-horns in the paflage (not to 
“ mention the harmonious peal that ftill thunders v“ from the Abby fteeple) fuccecding one another 

Vol. I. C “ without 
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“ without interruption, like the different parts of 

the fa?ne concert, have given me fuch an idea of 
what a poor invalid has to expeflin this temple, tc dedicated to Silence and Repofe, that I fhall cer- 

“ tainly fhift my quarters to-morrow, and endea- <{ vour to eflFefluate my retreat before Sir Ulic <e opens the ball with my lady Mac Manus ; a 
“ conjunflion that bodes me no good.” This inti- 
mation was by no means agreeable to Mrs. 
Tabitha, whofe ears were not quite fo delicate as 
thofe of her brother—She faid it would be a great 
folly to move from fuch agreeable lodgings, the 
moment they were comfortably fettled. She won- 
dered he fhould be fuch an enemy to mufick and 
mirth. She heard no noife but of his own making : 
it was impoflible to manage a family in dumb-fhew. 
He might harp as long as he pleafed upon her 
fcolding; but fhe never (colded, except for his ad- 
vantage ; but he would never be fatisfied, even 
fhoTflte fhould fweat blood and skater in his fervice 
—I have a great notion that our aunt, who is how 
declining into the moft defperate ftate of celibacy 
had formed fome defign upon the heart of Sir Ulic | Mackilligut, which fhe feared might be fruflrated 
by our abrapfc departure from thefe lodgings. Her 
brother, eyeing her afkance, “ Pardon me, filler, I 
“ (faid he) I fhould be a favage, indeed, were I 
“ infenfible of my own felicity, in having fuch a fC mild, complacent, good-humoured, and confi- ile' derate companion and houfe-keeper; but as I 
“ 'hafre got a weak head, and my fenfe of hearing is 

painfully acute, before I have recourfe to plugs of * 
“ ‘vibol and cotton. I’ll try whether I can’t find 
“ another lodging, where I fhall have more quiet 
“ ahd lefs muficL” He accordingly difpatched his j 
man upon this fervice ; and next day he found a 
frmll houfe in Milfham-flreet, which he hires by 
the week. Here, at Jeafl, we enjoy covenience hi and 
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and quiet within doors, as much as Tabby’s tem- 
per will allow; but the ’fquire ftill complains of 
flying pains in the ftomach and head, for which 
he bathes and drinks the waters. He is not fo bad, 
however, but that he goes in perfon to the pump, 
the rooms, and the cofFee-houfes ; where he picks 
up continual food for ridicule and fatire. If I can 
glean any thing for your amufement, either from 
his obfervation or my own, you fliall have it freely 
though I am afraid it will poorly compenfate the 
trouble of reading thefe tedious infipid letters of. 

Dear Philips, 
yours always. 

. J. Melford. 

C 2 To 



52 The EXPEDITION OF 

To Dr. Lewis. 
Bath, April, 23 

DEAR DOCTOR, IF I did not know that the exercife of you 
profeflion has habituated you to the hearing o:p 
complaints, I fhould make a confcience of troubling 
you with my correfpondence, which may be trulyl 
called the lamentations of Matthew Bramble. Ye® 
I cannot help thinking", I have fome right to dif-|l 
charge the overflowings of my fpleen upon you^ 
whole province it is to remove thofe disorders thati 
occafioned it ; and let me tell you, it is no fmalll 
allevation of my grievances, that I have a fenfibld 
friend to whom I can communicate my crufty; 
humours, which, by retention, would grow in4 
tolerably acrimonious. 

You mull know, I find nothing but difappoint-l 
ment at Bath ; which is fo altered, that I can fcarcci, 
believe it is the fame place that I frequented about 1 
thirty years ago. Methinks I hear you fay,. 

Altered it is, without all doubt; but then it is 
“ altered for the better ; a truth which, perhaps 
“ you would own without hefitation, if you your- *<■ felf was not altered for the worfe.” The reflec- 
tion may, for aught I know, be juft. The incon- 
veniences which I overlooked in the high-day of 
health, will naturally ftrike with exaggerated im- t 
preflion on the irritable nerves of an invalid, fur- f prifed by premature old age, and fhattered with ! 
long-fuflfering—But, I believe, you will not deny, s that this place, which Nature and Providence 
feem to have intended as a refource from diftemper 
and difquiet, is become the very centre of racket . and diflipation. Inftead of that peace, tranquillity 
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and eafe, fo necefTary to thofe who labour under 
bad health, weak nerves, and irregular fpirits ; 
here we have nothing but noife, tumult, and hurry ; 
with the fatigue and flavery of maintaining a cere- 
monial, more ftiff, formal, and oppreflive, than 
the etiquette of a German elector. A national 
hofpital it may be ; but one would imagine, that 
none but lunaticks are admitted ; and truly, I will 
give you leave to call ms fo, If I flay much longer 
at Bath.—But I {hall take another opportunity to 
explain my fentiment at greater length on this fub- 
je£t—I was impatient to fee the boafted improve- 
ments in archite&ure, for which the upper parts 
of the town have been fo much celebrated, and, 
t’other day I made a circuit of all the new buildings. 
The Square, though irregular, is, on the whole 
pretty well laid out, fpacious, open, and airy ; and, 
in my opinion, by far the moft wholfome and agree- 
able fituation in Bath, efpecially the upper fide of 
it ; but the avenues to it are mean, dirty, dange- 

1 rous, and indired. Its communication with the Baths, is through the yard of an inn, where the 1 poor trembling valetudinarian is carried in a chair, 
betwixt the heels of a double row of horfes, wincing 
under the curry-combs of grooms and poftilions, 
over and above the hazard of being obftru&ed, or 

1 overturned by the carriages which are continually making their exit or their entrance—I fuppofe after 
lome chairmen fhall have been maimed, and a few lives loft by thofe accidents, the corporation will 
think in earneft about providing a more fafe and 
commodious paflage. The Circus is a pretty bau- 
ble ; contrived for ftiew, and looks like Vefpafian’s 
amphitheatre turned outfide in. If we confider it in point of magnificence, the great number of fmall 

'doors belonging to the feperate houfes, the inconfi- 
derable height of the different orders, the affe&ed 
ornaments of the architrave, which are bothchildlfh. 

C 3 and 
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and mifplaced, and the areas projecting into the :: 
ftreet, iurrounded with iron rails, deftroy a good f 
part of its effeCt upon the eye ; and, perhaps, we i 
fhall find it ftill more defective, if we view it in the t 
light of convenience. The figure of each feperate c 
dwelling houfe, being the fegment of a circle, mufti 
fpoil the fymmetry of the rooms, by contracting | 
them towards the ftreet windows, and leaving a.i 
larger fweep in the fpace behind. If inftead of the 9 
areas and iron rails, which feem to be of very little: 
ufe, there had been a corridore w’ith arcades all 
round, as in Covent-Garden, the appearance of thei: 
whole would have been more^magnificent and ftrik-1 

ing ; thofe arcades would have afforded an agreeable 1 

covered walk, and fheitered the poor chairmen and 
their carriages from the rain, which is here almoft 
perpetual. At prefent, the chairs ftand foakingin 
the open ftreet, from morning to night, till they 
become fo many boxes of weat leather, for the be- 
nefit of the gouty and rheumatic, who are tranf-; 
ported in them from place to place. Indeed this is 
a fhocking inconvenience, that extends over the 
whole city ; and, I am perfuaded, it produces infi- 
nite mifchief to the delicate and infirm ; even the 
clofe chairs, contrived for the fick, by (landing in 
the open air, have their frize linings impregnated 
like fo many fpunges, with the moifture ot the at- 
mofphere, and thofe cafes of cold vapour muft give 
3 charming check to theperfpiration of a patient, 
piping hot from the Bath, with all his pores wide 
open. 

But, to return to the Circus : it is inconveinent 
from its fituation, at fo great adiftanee from all the 
markets, baths, and places of public entertainment. 
The only entrance to it, through Gay-ftreet, is 
fo difficult, fteep, and flippery, that, in wet wea- 
ther, it muft be exceedingly dangerous, both for 
thofe that ride in carriages, and thofe that walk 
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, a-foot; and when the ftreet is covered with fnow, 
j as it was for fifteen days fucceflively this very win- 
, ter, I don’t fee how any individual could go either 
' up or down, without the mofl: imminent hazard of 
| broken bones. In blowing weather, I am told, 

moft of the houfes in this hill are fmothered with 
fmoke, forced down the chimneys, by the gufts of 
wind reverberated from the hill behind, which (I 
apprehend likewife) muft render the atmofphere ■ here more humid and unwholfome than it is in the 

i fquare below ; for the clouds, formed by the con- 
ftant evaporation from the baths and rivers in the 
bottom, will, in their afcent this way, be firft at- 
tracted and detained by the hill that rifos dole be- 
hind the Circus, and load the air with a perpetual 
fucceffion of vapours : this point, however, may- 
be eafily afeertained by means of an hygrometer, or 
a paper of fait of tartar expofed to the afition of the 
atmofphere. The fame artift, who planned the 
Circus, has likewife projefted a Crefcent ; when 

; that is finifhed, we fhall probably have a.ftar; and w thofe who are living thirty years hence, may per- 
I haps, fee all the figns of the Zodiac exhibited in archite£ture at Bath. Thefe, however fantaftical, are ftill defigns that denote fome ingenuity and 

knowledge in the architeft •, but the rage of buiid- 
i ing has laid hold on fuch a number of adventurers, 

that one fees new houfes ftarting up in every outlet 
and every corner of Bath ; contrived without judg- 
ment, executed without folidity, and ftuck together 
with fo little regard to plan and propriety, that the 
different lines of the new rows and buildings inter- 
fere with, and interfeQ: one another in every diffe- 
rent angle of conjunction. They look like the 
wreck of ftreets and fquares disjointed by an earth- 
quake, which hath broken the ground into a variety 
of holes and hillocks ; or, as if fome Gothic devil 
had fluffed them altogether in a bag, and left them 

C 4 to 
* • 
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to ftand higgledy piggledy, juft as chance dire&ed. What fort of a monfter Bath will become in a few 
years, with thofe growing excrefcences, may be 
eafily conceived : but the want of beauty and pro- portion is not the worft effeft of thefe new man- 
fions; they are built fo flight, with the foft crumb- 
ling ftone found in this neighbourhood, that I fhould 
never fleep quietly in one of them, when it blowed 
(as the failors fay) a cap-full of wind ; and, I am perfuaded, that my hind, Roger Williams, or any 
man of equal ftrength, would be able to pulh his 
foot through the ftrongeft part of their walls, with- 
out any great exertion of his mufcles. All thefe ab- furdities arife from the general tide of luxury, which 
hath overfpread the nation, and fwept away all, 
even the very dregs of the people. Every upftart 
of fortune, harnaffed in the trappings of the mode, prefents himfelf at Bath, as in the very focus ofob- 
fervation—Clerks and fadtors from the Eaft Indies, 
loaded with the fpoil of plundered provinces ; plan- 
ters, negro-drivers, and huckfters, from our Ame- 
rican plantations, enriched they know not how; 
agents, commiffaries, and contradtors, who have 
fattened, in two fucceflive wars, on the blood of 
the nation; ufurers, brokers, and jobbers of every 
kind • men of low birth, and no breeding, have 
found7 themfelves fuddenly tranflated into a ftate of 
affluence, unknown to former ages; and no wonder 
that their brains fhould be intoxicated with pride, 
vanity, and prefumption. Knowing no other cri- 
terion of greatnefs, but the oftentation of wealth, 
they difcharge eir affluence without tafte or con- 
dudl, through every channel of the moft abfurd ex- travagance : and all of them hurry to Bath, becaufe 
here, without any further qualification, they can 
mincde with the princes and nobles ®f the land. 
Even the wives and daughters of low tradefmen, 
who, like fhovel-nofed {harks, prey upon the blub- 
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ber of thofe uncouth whales of fortune, are infe&ed 
with the fame rage of difplaying their importance ; 
and the flighteft indifpofition ferves them for a pre- 
text to infill upon being conveyed to Bath, where 
they may hobble country dances and cotillons among 
lordlings, ’fquires, counfellors, and clergy. Thefe 
delicate creatures from Bedfordbury, Butcher-row, 
Crutched-Friars,, and Botolph-lane, cannot Breathe in the grofs air of the Lower Town, or conform to 
the vulgar rules of a common lodging-houfe ; the 
hufband, therefore, muft provide an entire houfe, or elegant apartments in the new buildings. Such 
is the compofition of what is called the fafhionable 
company at Bath ; where a very inconfiderable pro- 
portion of genteel people are loft in a mob of impu- 
dent plebeians, who have neither underftanding nor 
judgment, nor the leaft idea of propriety and de- 
corum ; and feem to enjoy nothing fo much as an 
opportunity of infulting their betters. 

Thus the number of people, and the number of 
houfes, continue to increafe; and this will ever be 
the cafe, till the ftreams that fwell this irrefiftible 
torrent of folly and extravagance, fhall either be 
exhaufted, or turned into other channels, by inci- dents and events which I do not pretend to forefee. 
This, I own, is a fubje£t on which I cannot write 
with any degree of patience; for the mob is a 
monfter I never could abide, either in its head, tail, 
midriff, or members: I deleft the whole of it, as a 
mafs of ignorance,, prefumption,. malice, and bru- 
tality ; and, in this term of reprobation, I include, 
without refpedl of rank, ftation, or quality, all. thofe of both fex.es, who affefl: its manners, and 
court its fociety. 

But I have written till my fingers are crampt, 
and my naufea begins to return—By your advice, I 
fent to London a few days ago for half a pound of 
Gengzeng; though I doubt much, whether that 

C which 
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which comes from America is equally efficacious 
with what is brought from the Eaft Indies. Some 
years ago, a friend of mine paid fixteen guineas for 
two ounces of it ; and, in fix months after, it was 
fold in the fame {hop for five {hillings the pound. 
In fhort, we live in a vile world of fraud and fophif- 
tication ; fo that I know nothing of equal value 
with the genuine friendfhip of a fenfible man ; a 
rare jewel 1 which I cannot help thinking myfelf in 
pofleffion of, while I repeat the old declaration^ 11 

that I am, as ufual, 
Dear Lewis, 

Your affe&ionate 
M. Bramble. 

After having been agitated in a ftiort hurricane, on 1 
my firft arrival, I have taken a fmall houfe in 
Mifham-ftreet, where I am tolerably well lodg- 
ed, for five guineas a week. I was yefterday at 
the Pump-room, and drank about a pint of the 
water, which feems to agree with my ftomach ; 
and to-morrow morning I {hall bathe, for the 
firft time; fo that in a few polls you may expedt 
farther trouble ; mean while, I am glad to find 
that the inoculation has fucceeded fo well with 
poor Joyce, and th. t her face will be but little 
marked—If my friend Sir Thomas was a fingle 
man, I would not truft fuch a handfome wench 
in his family ; but as I have recommended her, 
in a particular manner, to the pioteftion of lady 
G , who is one of the belt women in the 
world, {he may go thither without hefitation, as 
foon as {he is quite recovered, and fit for fervice— 
Let her mother have money to provide her with 
neceflaries, and {he may ride behind her brother 
on Bucks ; but you muft lay ftrong injun&ions on 
Jack, to take particular care of his trufty old 
veteran, who has faithfully earned his prefent 
eafe, by his paft fervices. -To 
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To Mifs Wiliis, at Gloucefter. 
Bath, April a6. 

MY DEAREST COMPANION, 
THE pleafure I received from yours, which 

came to hand.yefterday, is not to be exprefled. 
Love and friendfhip are, without doubt, charming 
paffions ; which abfence ferve only to heighten and 
improve. Your kind prefent of the garnet bracelet, 
I fhall keep as carefully as I preferve my own life } 
and I beg you will accept, in return, of my heart- 
houfewife, with the tortoife-fliell memorandum-, 
book, as a trifling pledge of my unalterable affec- 
tion. 

Bath is to me a new world All is gayety, 
good-humour, and diverfion. The eye ^is continual- 
ly entertained with the fplendor of "drefs and e- 
quipage ; and the ear with the found of coaches, 
chaies, chairs, and other carriages. The merry 
bells ring round, from morning till night. Then we 
are welcomed by the city waits in our own lodging : 
we have mufick in the pump-room every morning, 
cotillons every fore-noon in the rooms, balls twice a 
week, and concerts every other night, befides pri- 
vate aflemblies and parties without number—As 
foon as we were fettled in lodgings, we were vifited 
by the mailer of the Ceremonies ; pretty little 
gentleman, fo fweet, fo fine, fo civil, and polite, 
that in our country he might pafs for the prince of 
Wales, then he talks fo charmingly, both in verfe 
and profe, that you would be delighted to hear him 
difcourfe.; for you mull know he is a great writer, 
and has got five tragedies ready for the flage. He 
did us the favour to dine with us, by my uncle’s in- 
vitation, ary}, next day ’fquired my aunt and me 

. to 
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tb every parth of Bath; which to be fure is an earth- 
ly paradife. The Square, the Circus, and the 
Parades put you in mind of the fumptuous palaces ■ 
reprefented in prints and pi&ures; and the new p 
buildings, fuch as Princes-row, Harleqi in’s-row, ‘ ( Bladud’s-row, and twenty other rows, look like fo J r 
many enchanted cafltes, raifed on hanging terraces. ; 

At eight in the morning, we go in difhabille to r 
the Pump-room ; which is crowded like a Wellh I 
fair ; and there you fee the higheft quality, and the J| 
loweft trades folks, joftling each other, without ce- 
remony, hail fellow well met. The noife of the ! 
mufick playing in the gallery, the heat and flavour j 
of fuch a crowd, and the hum and buz of their con- j 
verfation, gave me the head-ach and virtigo the j 
firft day ; but afterwards, all thefe things became I 
familiar, aud even agreeable.—Right under the 
Pump room windows is the King’s Bath ; a huge j 
ciftern, where you fee the patients up to their necks 
in hot water. The ladies wair jackets and petticoats 
of brown linen, with chip hats, in which they fix 
their handkerchiefs to wipe the fweat from their j 
faces; but, truly, whether it is owing to the fleam 
that furrounds them, or the heat of the water, or | 
the nature of the drefs, or to ail thefe caufes together, 
they look fo flufhed, and fo frightful, that I always 
turn my eyes another way—My aunt, who fays 
every perfon of fafhion fliould make her appearance in the bath, as well as in the abby church, con- 
trived a cap with cherry-coloured ribands to fuit 
her compledtion, and obliged Win to attend her 
yefterday morning in the water. But really, her 
eyes were fo red, that they made mine water as I viewed her from the Pump-room ; and as for poor 
Win, who wore a hat trimmed with blue, what 
betwixt her wan completion and her fear, flie look- 
ed like the ghoft of feme pale maiden, who bad 
drowned herlelf for love. When fhe came cut of . the 1 
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the bath, fhe took aflafcetida drops, and was flutter- 
ed all day ; fo that we could hardly keep her from 
going into hyfterics: but her miftrefs fays it will do 
her good ; and poor Win curtfies, with the tears in 
her eyes. For my part, I content myfelf with drink- 
ing about half a pint of the water every morning. 

The pumper, with his wife and fervant, attend 
within a bar ; and the glafies, of different fizes, 
{land ranged in order before them, fo that you have 
nothing to do but to point at that which you choofe, 
and it is filled immediately, hot and fparkling from 
the pump. It is the only hot water I could ever 
drink, without being fick—Far from having that 
eflfefl, it is rather agreable to the tafte, grateful to 
the ftomach, and reviving to the fpints. You 
cannot imagine what wonderful cures it performs— 
My uncle began with it the other day ; but he made 
wry faces in drinking, and I’m afraid he will leave 
it off—The firft day we came to Bath, he fell into 
a violent paflion; beat two black-a-moors, and I 
was afraid he would have fought with their mafter ; 
but the flranger proved a peaceable man. To be 
fure, the gout had got into his head, as my aunt 

i obferved : but, I believe, his paflion drove it away ; 
for he has been remarkably well ever fince. it is a 

i thoufand pities he fhould ever be troubled with that 
ugly diftemper; for, when he is free from pain, he 
is. the befl tempered man upon earth ; fo gentle, fo 
generous, fo charitable, that every body loves him ; 
and fo good to me, in particular, that I {hall never 
be able to {hew the deep fenfe I have of his tender- 
nefs and affection. 

Hard by the pump room, is a coffee houfe for 
i the ladies ; but my aunt fays, young girls are not 
• admitted, inafmuch as the converiation turns upon 

politics, fcandal, philofophy, and other fubjedls 
above our capacity; but we are allowed to accom- 
pany them to the bcokfellers {hops, which are 

charming 
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charming places of retort; where we read novels, : plays, pamphlets, and news papers, for fo fmall a h 
fubfcription as a crown a quarter ; and in thefe 
offices of intelligence, (as my brother calls them) i 
all the reports of the day, and all the private tranf- 
a&ions of the Bath, are firft entered and difcufled. 
From the bookfeller’s (hop, we make a tour through 
the milliners and toy-men ; and commonly flop at | 
Mr: Gill’s, the paftry-cook, to take a jelly, a tart, J 
or a fmall bafon of vermicelli. There is, more- 
over, another place of entertainment on the other 
fide of the water, oppofite to the Grove ; to which 
the company crofs over in a boat It is called 
Spring Garden ; a fweet retreat, laid out in walks 
and ponds, and parterres of flowers; and there is a. 
long room for breakfafting and dancing. As the 
fituatjon is low and damp, and the feafon has been 
remarkably wet, my uncle won’t fuffer me to go j 
thither, leil: I (hould catch cold : but my aunt fays j 
it is all a vulgar prejudice ; and, to be fure, a great 
many gentlemen and ladies of Ireland frequent the 
place, without feeming to be the worfe for it. 
They fay, dancing at Spring Gardens, when the 
air is moift, is recommended to them as an excellent j 
cure for the rheumacifm. I have been twice at the 
play; where, notwithftanding the excellence of 
the performers, the gaiety of the company, and the 
decorations ot the theatre, which are very fine, I 
could not help refle&ing, with a figh, upon our 
poor homely reprefentations at Gloucefter—But 
this, in confidence to my dear Willis—You know 
my heart and will excufe its weaknefs.  

Aft er all, the great fcenes of entertainment at 
Bath, are the two public rooms; where the compa- 
ny meet alternately every evening—They are fpaci- 
ous, lofty, and when lighted up, appear very fink- 
ing. 'I hey are generally crowded with well-drefied 
people, who drink tea in feperate parties, play at cards, 
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cards, walk, or fit and chat together, jaft as they 
are difpofed. Twice a week there is a ball; the 
expence of which is defrayed by a voluntary fub- 
fcription among the gentlemen ; and every fub- 
fcriber has three tickets. I was there Friday laft 
with my aunt, under the care of my brother, who 
is a fublcriber; and Sir Ulic Mackilligut recom- 
mended his nephew, captain O Donaghan, to me 
as a partner; but Jery excuffed himfelf, by faying 
I had got the head-ach ; and, indeed, it was really 
fo, though I can’t imagine how he knew it. The 
place was fo hot, and the fmell fo different from 
what we are ufed to in the country, that I was quite 
feverifti when we came away. Aunt fays it is the 
effeft of a vulgar conftitution, reared among woods 
and mountains; and, that as I become accuftomed 
to genteel company, it will wear off—Sir Ulic 
was very complaifant, made her a great many high- 
flown compliments; and when we retired, handed 
her with great ceremony to her chair. The cap- 
tain, I believe, would have done me the fame fa- 
vour ; but my brother, feeing him advance, took 
me under his arm, and wilhed him good-night. 
The captain is a pretty man, to be fure; tall and 
ftrait, and well made ; with light-grey eyes, and a 
Roman nofe ; but there is a certain boldnefs in his 
look and manner, that puts one out of counte- 
nance—But I am afraid I have put you out of all 
patience with this long unconne&ed Icrawl; which 
I fhall therefore conclude, with affuring you, that 
neither Bath nor London, nor all the diverfions of 
life fhall ever be able to efface the idea of my dear 
Letty, from the heart of her ever affectionate 

Lydia Melford. 

T« 
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall. 
DEAR MOLLY JONES, 

H E A VI N G got a frank, I now return your fever, which I received by Mr. Higgins, at the 
Hot Well, together with the {lockings, which his 
wife footed for me ; but now they are of no furvice. 
No body wears fuch things in this place—O Molly ! 
you that live in the country have no deception of 
our doings at Bath. Here is fuch drefling, and fid- 
ling, and dancing, and gadding, and courting, and 
plotting—O gracious ! if God had not given me a 
good flock of difcretion, what a power of things 
might not I reveal, confarning old miftrefs and 
young miftrefs; jews with beards, that were no 
Jews; but handfome Chriftians, without a hair 
upon their fin, ftrolling with fpe&acles, to get 
fpeech of Mifs Liddy. But fhe’s a dear fweet foul, 
as innocent as the child, unborn. She has tould me 
all her inward thoughts, and difclofed her paflion 
for Mr. Wilfon; and that’s not his name neither; 
and thof he a&ed among the player-men, he is meat 
for their mafiers ; and fl e has gi’en me her yallow 
trollopea; which Mrs. Drab, the manty-maker, 
fays will look very well when it is fcowred and 
fmcaked with filfur—You knows as how, yallow 
fitts my fizzogmony. God he knows what havock 
I (hall make among the mail-fex, when I make my 
firft appearance in this killing collar, with a full 
foot of gaze, as good as new, that I bought laft 
Friday of madam Friponeau, the French mullaner 
—Dear girl, I have feen all the fine fhews of Bath ; 
the Prades, the Squires, and the Circlis, the Crafliit, 
the Hottogon, and bloody Buildings, and Harry 
King’s row ; and I have been twice in the Bath 

with 
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with miftrefs, and na’r a fmoak upon our backs, 
huffy The firft time I was mortally afraid, and 
fluftered all day ; and afterwards made believe that 
I had got the heddick; but miftrefs laid, if I did’nt 
go, I ftiould take a dofe of bum-taffy ; and fo re- 

| membring how it worked Mrs. Gwyllim a pen- 
north, I chofe rather to go again with her into the 
Bal;h, and then I met with an axident. I dropt my 

t petticoat, and could not get it up from the bottom 
—But what did that fignify ? they mought laff, 

[ but they could fee nothing; for I was up to the fin 
in water. To be fure, it threw me into fuch a 
gumbuftion, that I know not what I faid, nor what 
I did", nor how they got me out, and rapt me in a 
blanket—Mrs. Tabitha fcoulded a little when we 
got home; but fhe knows as I know what’s what— 
Ah Laud help you!—There is Sir Yury Micligut, 

j of Balnaclinch, in the cunty of Kalloway—I took do'un the name from his gentleman, Mr. O Frizzle, 
and he has got an eftate of fifteen hundred a year 
—I am fure he is both rich and generous- But 

; you nofe, Molly, I was always famous for keeping ■ lecrets ; and fo he was very fafe in trufting me with 
his flegm for miftrefs; which, to be fure, is very 
honourable; for Mr. O Frizzle affures me, he 
values not her portion a brafs varthing—And, in- 
deed, what’s poor ten thoufand pounds r0 a Baron 
Knight of his fortune ? and, truly, I told Mr. 
O Frizzle, that was all (he had to truft to—As for 
John Thomas, he’s a morafs fellor—I vow, I 

| thought he would a fit with Mr O Frizzle, be- | caufe he axed me to dance with him at Spring 
t Garden—But God he knows I have no thoughts 
!! eyther of wan or t’other. 

As for houfe news, the worft is. Chowder has 
fallen off greatly from his ftomick—He eats nothing 
but white meats, and not much of that ; and 
wheezes, and feems to be much bloated. The 

do£tors 
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rio&ors think he is threatened with a dropfy— 
Parfon Marrowfat, who has got the fame diforder, 
finds great benefit from the waters; but Chowder 
feems to like them no better than the ’fquire; and 
miftrefs fays, if his cafe don’t take a favourable 
turn, file will fartainly carry him to Aberga’nny, 
to drink goats’s-whey—To be fure, the poor dear 
honymil is loft for want of axercife ; for which 
reafon, file intends to give him an airing once 
a-day upon the Downs, in a poft chaife—I have 
already made very creditable correxions in this 
here place ; where, to be fure, we have the very 
fquintafenfe of fatiety Mrs. Patcher, my lady 
Kilmacullock’s woman, and I are fworn fifters. 
She has ftiewn me all her fecrets, and learned me 
to wafti gaze, and refrafh rufty filks and bumbe- 
feens, by boiling them with vinegar, chamberlye, 
and ftale beer. My fiiort fack and apron luck as 
good as new from the fhop, and my pumpydoor as 
frefti as a rofe, by the help of turtle-water—But 
this is all Greek and Lattcn to you, Molly—If we 
fhould come to Aberga’nny, you’ll be within a 
day’s ride of us; and then we fhall fee wan another, 
pleafe God—If not, remember me in your prayers, 
as I fliall do by you in mine; and take care of my 
kitten, and give my kind farvice to Saul; and this 
is all at prefent, from your beloved friend and 
farvent, 
Bath, April 26. Winifred Jenkins. 

Te 
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To Mrs. Gwyllim, houfe-keeper at Bramble- 
ton-hall. 

I AM aftonirtied, that Dr. Lewis fhouM take 
upon him to give away Alderney, without my pri- 
vity and concurrants—What fignifies my brother’s 
order ? My brother is little better than Noncom- 
pufh. He would give away the Ihirt off his back, 
and the teeth out of his head ; nay, as for that 
matter, he would have ruinated the family with 
his riciculous charities, if it had not been for my 
four quarters—What between his wiilfulnefs and 
his wafte, his trumps, and his frenzy, I lead the 
life of an indented {lave. Alderney gave four gal- 
lons a-day, ever fince the calf was fent to market. 
There is fo much milk out of my dairy, and the 
prefs muff {land ftill: but I won’t loofe a cheefe 
paring; and the milk fhall be made good, if the 
farvents fhould go without butter. If they muff 
needs have butter, let them make it of fheep’s 
milk ; but then my wool will fuffer for want of 
grace ; fo that I muff be a loofer on all fides  
Well, patience is like a flout Welffi poney ; it 
bears a great deal, and trots a great way ; but it 
will tire at the long run. Before its lung, perhaps 
I may {hew Matt, that I was not born to be the 
houfehold drudge to my dying day—Gwyn rites from Crickhowel, that the price of flannel is fallen 
three-farthings an ell; and that’s another good penny out of my pocket—When I go to market to 
fell, my commodity {links; but when I want to 
buy the commoneft thing, the owner pricks it up 
under my nofe ; and it can’t be had for love nor 
money—I think every thing runs crofs at Bramble- 
ton-hall—You fay the gander has broke the eggs, 

which 
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which'is a phinumenon I don’t underftand ; for 
when the fox carried off the old goofe laft year, he 
took her place, and hatched the eggs, and partedl- 
ed the goflings like a tender parent—Then you teH 
me the thunder has foured two barrels of beer in the 
feller. But how the thunder fhould get there, 
when the feller was double-locked, I can’t compre- 
hend. Howfomever, I won’t have the beer thrown 
out, till I fee it with my own eyes. Perhaps, it 
will recover At lead it will ferve for vinegar to 
the farvents. You may leave off the fires in my 
brother’s chamber and mine, as it is unfartain when 
we return. 1 hope, Gwyllim, you’ll take care 
there is no wafte ; and have an eye to the maids, 
and keep them to their fpinning. I think they may go very well without beer in hot weather—It ferves 
only to inflame the blood and fet them a-gog after 
the men. Water will make them fair, and keep 
them cool and tamperit. Don’t forget to put up in 
the portmantel, that comes with Williams, along 
with my riding-habit, hat, and feather, the viol of 
purl water, and the tincktur for my ftomach ; being as how I am much troubled with flutterencies. 
This is all at prefent, from 

Y ours, 
Bath, April 26. Tabith a Bramb le. 

To 
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To Dr. Lewis. 
DEAR DICK, 

I HAVE done with the waters; therefore your 
advice comes a day too late—I grant that phyfickis 
no myftery of your making. I know it is a myftery 
in its own nature; and, like other myfteries, re- 
quires a ftrong gulp of faith to make it go down 
—Two days ago, I went into the King’s Bath, by 
the advice of our friend Ch , in order to clear 
the ftrainer of the fkin, for the benefit of a free per- 
fpiration; and the firtl objedt that faluted my eye, 
was a child full of fcrophulous ulcers, carried in the 
arms of one of the guides, under the very nofesof the 
bathers. I'was fo (hocked at the fight, that I retired 
immediately with indignation and difguft—Suppofe 
the matter of thofe ulcers, floating on the water, 
comes in contadf with my (kin, when the pores are 
all open, I would a(k you what muft be the confe- 
quence ?—Good Heaven, the very thought make* 
my blood run cold; we know not what fores may be 
running into the water while we are bathing, and 
what fort of matter we may thus imbibe ; the 
king’s-evil, the fcurvy, the cancer, and the pox; 
and, no; doubt, the heat will render the virus the 
more volatile and penetrating. To purify myfelf 
from all fuch contamination, I went to the duke of 
Kingfton’s private Bath, and there I was almoft 
fuffocated for want of free air; the place was fo 
final], and the (team fo ftifling. 

After all, if the intention is no more than to wafli 
the (kin, I am convinced that Ample element is 
more effedtual than any water impregnated with 
fait and iron ; which, being aftringent, will certain- 
ly contradl: the pores, and leave a kind of cruft upon 

the 
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the furfa'ce of the body. But I am now as muckj j. 
afraid of drinking, as of bathing ; for, after a longj; ; 
converfation with the Doftor, aboiit the conftruc-u: 
tion of the pump and theciftern, it is very far from mi 
being clear with me, that the patients in the Pump> J 
room don’t fwallow the fcourings of the bathers. 11 
can’t help fufpe&ing, that there is, or may be, fome |e 
regurgitation from the bath into the ciftern of the |i 
pump. In that cafe, what a delicate beveridge is !ci 
every day quaffed by the drinkers; medicated with r 
the fweat, and dirt, and dandriff; and the abomi- 
nable difcharges of various kinds, from twenty dif- i 
ferent difeafed bodies, parboiling in the kettle below. 
In order to avoid this filthy compofition, I had re- 
fcourfe to the fpring that fupplies the private baths on i 
the Abbey-green ; but I at once perceived fomething : 
extraordinary in the tafte and fmell; and, upon in- 
quiry, I find that the Roman baths in this quarter, 
were found covered by an old burying ground, be- 
longing to the Abbey ; thro’ which, in all probabili* 
ty, the water drains in its paffage. fo that as we 
drink the deco&ion of living bodies at the Pump- 
room, we fwallow the {trainings of rotten bones and 
carcafes at the private bath 1 vow to God, the 
very idea turns my ftomach!—determined, as lam, 
againft any farther ufe of the Bath waters, this con- 
fideration would give me little difturbance, if I 
could find any thing more pure, or lefs pernicious, 
to quench rhy third; but, although the natural 
fprings of excellent water are feen gufhing fponta^ 
neous on every fide, from the hills that furround us, 
the inhabitants in general, make ufe of well- water, 
fo impregnated with nitre, or alum, or fome other villancus mineral, that it is equally ungrateful to 
the tade, and mifchievous to the conditmion. It 
mud be owned, indeed, that he:e, ir Milfham- 
dreet, we have a precarious and fcanty fuoply from 
the hill; which is colle&ed in an open baler in the 
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Circus, liable to be defiled with dead dogs, cats, 
rats, and every fpecies of naftinefs, which the raf- 
cally populace may throw into it, from mere wan- 
tonnefs and brutality.— 

Well, there is no nation that drinks fo hoggifhly 
as the Englifh—What paffes for wine among us, 
is not the juice of the grape. It is an adulterous 
mixture, brewed up of naufeous ingredients, by 

t dunces, who are bunglers in the art of poifon- 
making ^ and yet we, and our forefathers, are and 
have been poifoned by this curfed drench, without 
tafte or flavour—The only genuine and wholefome 
beveridge in England, is London-porter, and Dor- 
cheftcr table-beer; but as for your ale and your 
gin, your cider, and your perry, and all the trafhy 
family ol made wines, I deteft them as infernal 
compofitions, contrived for the deftru&ion of the 
human fpecies. But what have I to do with the 
human fpecies ? except a very few friends, I care 
not if the whole was  

Hark ye, Lewis, my mifanthropy increafes 1 every day—The longer I live, I find the folly and 
the fraud of mankind grow more and more intolera- 
ble—I wifh I had not come from Brambleton- hall; 
after having lived in folitude fo long, I cannot bear 
the hurry and impertinence of the multitude ; be- 
fides every thing is fophifticated in thefe crowded 
places. Snares are laid for our lives in every thing 

; we eat or drink : the very air we breathe, is loaded 
with contagion. We cannot even fteep, without 
rifque of infeftion. I fay, infedtion—This place is 

; the rendezvous of the difeafed—You won’t deny, 
( that many difeafes are infedfious; even the con- 
: fumption itfelf, is highly infedtious. When a per- ■ fon dies of it in Italy, the bed and bedding are 
.! deftroyed ; the other furniture is expofed to the 
i weather, and the apartment white-wafhed, before 

it 
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it is occupied by any other living foul. You’llj 
allow, that nothing receives infe&ion fooner, or re- 
tains it longer, than blankets, feather-beds, and 
matrafles—’Sdeath! how do I know what miferablei 
obje£b have been Hewing in the bed where I now i 
lie!—I wonder, Dick, you did not put me in mind^ 
of fending for my own matraffes—But, if I had not: 
been an afs, I fhould not have needed a remem- ' 
brancer—There is always feme plaguy reflexion . 
that rifes up in judgment againfl: me, and ruffles my 
fpirits—Therefore, let us change the fubjeft— 

I have other reafons for abridging my ftay at » 
Bath—You know filler Tabby’s complexion—If! 
Mrs. Tabitha Bramble had been of any other race,^ 
I Ihould certainly have looked upon her as the moll 
—But, the truth is, Ihe has found means to intereft 
my affe&ion; or, rather, Ihe is beholden to the 
force of prejudice, commonly called the ties of 
blood. Well, this amiable maiden has actually 
commenced a flirting correfpondence with an Irilh 
baronet of fixty-five. His name is fir Ulic Mac- 
killigut. He is faid to be much out at elbows ; and, 
I believe, has received falfe intelligence with refpedt 
to her fortune. Be that as it may, the connexion 
is exceedingly ridiculous, and begins already to 
excite wbifpers. For my part, I have no intention j 
to difpute her free agency ; though I lhall fall upon 
fome expedient to undeceive her paramour, as to 
the point which he has principally in view. But I 
don’t think her conduct is a proper example for 
Liddy, who has alfo attra&ed the notice of fome 
coxcombs in the rooms ; and Jery tells me, he 
iufpeQis a Itrapping fellow, the knight’s nephew, 
of fome defign upon the girl’s heart. I lhall, 
therefore, keep a llri£l eye over her aunt and her, 
and even fhift the feene, if I find the matter grow ! 

more ferious You perceive what an agreeable 
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tafk it muft be, to a man of my kidney, to have 
the cure of fuch fouls as thefe—But, hold, you (hall 
not have another peevifh word (till the next occa- 
fion) from yours, 
Bath, April the 28. Matt. Br amble. 

To Sir Watkin Philips, of Jefus college 
Oxon. 

DEAR KNIGHT, 
I THINK thofe people are unreafonable, who 

complain that Bath is a contracted circle, in which 
the fame dull fcenes perpetually revolve, without 
variation—I am, on the contrary, amazed to find 
fo Imall a place, fo crowded with entertainment and 
variety. London itfelf can hardly exhibit one fpe- 
cies of diverfion, to which we have not fomething 
analogous at Bath, over and above thofe fingular 
advantages that are peculiar to the place. Here, 
for example a man has daily opportunities of feeing I the moft remarkable characters of the community. 
He fees them in their natural attitudes and true 
colours ; delcended from their pedpftals, and di- 
vefted of their formal draperies, undifguifed by art 
and affectation—Here we have minifters of ftate, 

f judges, generals, b'fhops, projectors, philofophers, 
wits, poets, players, cbemifts^ fiddle rs, and buf- 
foons. If he makes any confiderable flay in the 
place, he is fure of meeting with feme particular 

i friend, whom he did rot expeCt to fee ; and to me 
II there is nothing more agreeable, than fuch cafual 
11 rencounters—Another entertainment, peculiar to 

f Bath, arifes t.om the genersl mixture of all degrees !affcmblsd in our public rooms, without diilinCtion 
pf rank or fortune. This is what my uncle repro- 

Vol. I. D bates. 
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bates, as a monftrous jumble of heterogeneous prin- 
ciples ; a vile mob of noife and impertinence, 
without decency or fubordination. But this chaos 
is to me a fource of infinite amufement. 

I was extremely diverted, laft ball-night, to fee 
the Mafter of the Ceremonies leading, with great 
folemnity, to the upper end of the room, an anti- 
quated Abigail, drefled in her lady’s caft-clothes; j 
whom he (I fuppofe) miftook for feme countefs 
juft arrived at the Bath. The ball was opened by 
a Scotch lord, with a mulatto heirefs from St. , 
Chriftopher’s; and the gay colonel Tinfel danced all I 
the evening with the daughter of an eminent tin- • 
man from the borough of Southwark—Yefterday i 
morning, at the Pump-room, I faw a broken- 
winded Wapping landlady fqueeze through a circle 
of peers, to falute her brandy merchant, who 
flood by the window, prop’d upon crutches; and : 
a paralytic attorney of Shoe-lane, in fhufling up 
to the bar, kicked the fhins of the chancellor of 
England, while his lordthip, in a cut bob, drank . 
a glafs of water at the pump. I cannot, account 
for my being pleafed withthefe incidents, any other 
way than by faying, they are truly ridiculous in ■ 
their own nature, and ferve to heighten the humour ; 
in the farce of life, which I am determined to en- 
joy as long as I can.— 

Thofe, follies lhat move my uncle’s fpleen ex- 
cite my laughter. He is as tender as a man without 
a (kin : ho cannot bear the flighted: touch without | 
flinching. What tickles another would give him 
torment; and yet he has what we may call lucid ; 
intervals, when he is remarkably facetious—Indeed, ‘ 
I never knew a hypochondraic fo apt to be infedled 
with geod-humeur. He is the moft rifible mifan- 
thrope 1 ever met with. A lucky joke, or any lu- ! 
dic'-'in incident, .will fet him a-laughing immode- ; 
rathy, even in one of his moft gloomy paroxylms; ^ and. 
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and when the laugh is over, he will curfe his own 
imbecility. In converfing with ftrangers, he be- 
trays no marks of difquiet—He is fplenetic with his 
familiars only; and not even with them, while 
they keep his attention employed ; but when his 
fpirits are not exerted externally, they feem to recoil 
and to prey upon himfelf He has renounced the 
waters with execration ; but he begins to find a 
more efficacious, and, certainly, a much more pa- 
latable remedy in the pleafures of fociety. He has 
difcovered fome old friends, among the invalids of 
Bath; and, in particular, renewed his acquaintance 
with the celebrated James Quin, who certainly did 
not come here to drink water. You cannot doubt, 
but that I had the ftrongeft curiofity to know this 
original; and it was gratified by Mr. Bramble, who 
has had him twice at our houfe to dinner. 

So far as I am able to judge, Quin’s chara&er is 
rather more refpeftable than it has been generally 
reprefented. His bon mots are in every witling’s 

j) mouth ; but many of them have a rank flavour, 
which one would be apt to think was derived from 
a natural groffnefs of idea. I fufpeff, however, 
that juftice has not been done the author, by the 
collectors of thofe Quiniania ; who have let the bell 
of them flip through their fingers, and only retain- 
ed fuch as were fuited to the tafte and organs of the 
multitude. How far he may relax in his hours of 
jollity, I cannot pretend to fay ; but his general 
converfation is conducted by the niceft rules of 

jpropriety ; and Mr. James Quin is, certainly, one 
i the beft bred men in the kingdom. He is not 
only a moft agreeable companion ; but (as I am 
credibly informed) a very honeft man ; highly fum 

iceptible of friendfhip, warm Heady, and evef- 
'.generous in hi* attachments; difdaining flatteryn !^nd incapable of meanefs and diflimulation. vVere 

I to judge, however from Quin’s eye alone I 
D 2 Ihould 
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ftiould take him to be proud, infolent, and cruel. . 
There is fomething remarkably fevere and forbid- ^ 
ding in his afpeft; and, I have been told, he was !i 
ever difpofed to infult his inferiors and dependants. | 
 Perhaps that report has influenced my opinion | 
of his looks You know we are the fools of pre- I 
judice. Howfoever that may be, I have as yet teen t 
nothing but his favourable fide : and my uncle, jj 
wh<? frequently confers with him in a corner, de- | 
dares he is one of the moft fenfible men he ever ll 
knew—He feems to have a reciprocal regard for old 
Square-toes, whom he calls by the familiar name | 
of Matthew, and often reminds of their old tavern- 
adventures: on the other hand, Matthew’s eyes 11 
fparkle whenever Quin makes his appearance—Let f 
him be never fo jarring and difcordant. Quin puts j 
him in 4tune; and, like treble and bafs in the fa me 
concert, they make excellent mufick together— 
T’other day, the converfation turning upon Shake- 
fpeare, Icould not help faying, with fome emotion, 
that I would give an hundred guineas to fee Mr. 
Quin adf the part of Falftaff ; upon which, turning i; 
to me with a fmile, “ And I would give a thou- tc fand, young gentleman, (faid he) that I could . <{ gratify your longing.” My uncle and he are 
perfeftly agreed in their eftimate of life ; which 
Quin fays, would ftink in his noftrils, if he did 
not fteep it in claret. 

I want to fee this phenomenon in his cups; and 
have almoft prevailed upon my uncle to give him a 
fmall turtle at the Bear. In the mean time, Imuft entertain you with an incident, that feems to con- 
firm the judgment oLthofe two cynic philofophers- 
I took the liberty to differ in opinion from Mr. 
Bramble, when he obferved, that the mixture of 
people in the entertainments of this place was de- 
finitive of all order and urbanity ; that it rendered 
the plebeians infufferably arrogant and troublefome. 
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and vulgarized the deportment and fentiments of 
thofe who moved in the upper fpheres of life. He 
faid, fuch a prepofterous coalition would bring us 
into contempt with all our neighbours ; and was 

! worfe in faft than debafing the gold coin of the 
nation. I argued, on the contrary, that thofe ple- 
beians who difcovered fuch eagernefs to imitate the 
drefs and equipage of their fuperiors, would like- 
wife in time, adopt their maxims and their man- 
ners be polilhed by their converfation, and refined 
by their example, but when I appealed to Mr. 
Quin, and afked if he did not think that fuch an 
unreferved mixture would improve the whole mafs 
—“ Yes, (faid he) as a plate of marmalade would 

improve a pan of firreverence.” 
I owned I was not much converfant in high-life, 

but I had feen what were called polite affemblies in 
London and elfwhere ; that thofe of Bath feemed 
to be as decent as any ; and-that, upon the whole, 
the individuals that compofed it, would not be 
found deficient in good manners and decorum. 
“ But let us have recourfe to experience, (faid I) 

i “ —Jack Holder, who was intended for a parfon, 
“ has fucceeded to an eftate of two thoufand a year “ by the death of his elder brother. He is now at 
“ the Bath, driving about in a phaeton and four, 
“ with French horns. He has treated with turtle 
“ and claret at all the taverns in Bath and Briftol, 
“ till his guefls are gorged^with good cheat.- he “ has bought a dozen fmts of fine clothes, by the 
“ advice of the Mafter of the Ceremonies, under 
“ whofe tuition he has entered himfelf : he has 

| loft fome hundreds at billiards to ftiarpers, and 
i “ taken one of the nymphs of Avon-ftreet into ' “ keeping; but, finding all thefe channells infufli- 

“ cient to drain him of his current cafti, his coun- 
“ fellor has engaged him to give a general tea- 

t “ drinking to-morrow at Wiltlhire’s room. In 
‘‘ order 
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“ order to give it the more ecclat, every table is to 
“ be furnilhed with fweet-meats and nofegays; 
‘‘ which, however, are not to be touched till notice 

is given by the ringing of a bell, and then the 
“ ladies may help themielves without reftri&ion. 
“ This will be no bad way of trying the company’s 
“ breeding1—” 

“ I will abide by that experiment, (cried my 
“ uncle) and if I could find a place to ftand fecure, 
“ without the vortex of the tumult, which I know j 
“ will enfue, I would certainly go thither and en- (t joy the fcene.” Quin propofed that we fhould 

9111- ffatign in l^e mufick-gallery ; and we took 
his advice. Holder had got thither before us, witii 
his horns perdue; but we were admitted. The tea-drinking paffed as ufual ; and the company 
having rifen from the tables, were fauntering in 
groupes, in expe&ation of the fignal for attack, 
when the bell beginning to ring, they new with 
eagernefs to the defart, and the whole place was 
inllantly in commotion. There was nothing but 
juftling, fcrambling, pulling, fnatching, ftruggling, 
fcolding, and fcreaming. The nofegays were torn 
from one another’s hands and bofoms ; the glafles 
and china went to wreck ; the tables and floor were ftrewed with comfits. Some cried ; feme fwore ; 
and the tropes and figures of Billingfgate were ufed 
without referve in all their native zefl: and flavour ; 
nor were thofe flowers of rhetoric unattended with 
fignificant gefticulation. Some fnapped their fin- 
gers ; feme forked them out; fome clapped their 
hands, and fome their back-fides; at legth, they 
fairly proceeded to pulling caps, and every thing 
feemed to prefage a general battle ; when Holder 
-ordered his horns to found a charge with a view to 
annimate the combatants, and inflame the contefl:; 
but this manoeuvre produced an effecf quite con- 
trary to what he expe&ed. It was a note of re- proach 
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proach that roufed them to an immediate fenfe 
their difgraceful fituation. They were aflnmed o* 
their abfurd deportment, and fuddenly defifled* 
They gathered up their caps, fuflles, and hand- 
kerchiefs ; and great part of them retired in filent 
mortification. 

Quin laughed at this adventure ; but my uncle’s 
delicacy was hurt. He hung his head in manifefl 
chagrin, and feemed to repine at the triumph of his 
judgment—Indeed, his.vi&ory was more compete 
than he imagined ; for, as we afterwards learned, 
the two amazons who fingiilarized themfelvs moft 
in the action, did not come from the purlies of 
Puddle-dock, but from the courtly neighbourhood 
of St. James’s palace. One was a baronefs, and 
the other a wealthy knight’s dowager—My uncle 
fpoke not a word, fill we had made our retreat good 
to the coflfee-houfe *. where, taking off his hat and 
wiping his forehead, ‘‘ I blefs God (faid he) that “ Mrs. Tabitha Bramble did not take the field to- 
“ day 1” “ I would pit her for a cool hundred 
“ (cried Quin) againft the beft fhake-bag of the 
“ whole main.” The truth is, nothing could 
have kept her at home but the accident of her hav- 
ing taken phyfick before fhe knew the nature of the entertainment. She has been for fome days fur- 
bifhing up an old fuit of black velvet, to make her 
appearance as Sir Ulicls partner at the next ball. 

I h .ve much to fay of this amiable kinfwoman ; 
but (he has not been properly introduced to your 
acquaintance. She is remarkably civil to Mr. Quin ; of whofe farcaftic humour fhe feems to 
(land in awe ; but her caution is no match for her 
impertin nee. “ Mr. Gwynn, (faid fhe the other 
“ day) I was once vaftly entertained with your 
“ playing the Ghofl of Gimlet at Drury-lane, 
‘‘ when you rofe up through the ftage, with a 
“ white face and red eyes, and fpoke of yua/Ys 

“ upon 
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“ upon the frightful por cojine—Do, pray, fpout at 
“ little the Ghoft of Gimlet.” “ Madam, (faid 1 
“ Quin, with a glance of ineffable difdain) the| ; 
“ Ghoft of Gimlet is laid, never to rife again—” f 
Infenfible of his check, fhe proceeded: “ Well,! 
“ to be hire, you looked and talked fo like a real c‘ ghoft j and then the cock crowed fo natural. I i 
‘‘ wonder how you could teach him to crow fo 
“ exa&, in the very nick of time ; but I fuppofe, 
“ he’s game An’t he game, Mr. Gwynn ?’* ; 
“ Dunghill, madam.” “ Well, dung-hill, or I 
“ not dung-hill, he hasgotfuch a clear counter- 'j 
“ tenor, that I wifh I liad fuch another at Bramble- 
“ ton-hall, to wake the maids of a morning. Do >: 
“ you know where I could find one of his brood ?’* 1 
“ Probably in the work-houfe of St. Giles’s parifti, , 
‘‘ madam ; but I proteft I know not his particular 
** mew.” My uncle, frying with vexation, cried. 

Good God, fifter, how you talk! I have told 
you twenty times, that this gentleman’s name is 

** not Gwynn.—” “ Hoity toity, brother mine, , 
(fhe replied) no offence, I hope—Gwynn is an 

“ honourable name, of true old Britifh extradlion | 
“ 1 thought the gentleman had been come of 
“ Mrs. Helen Gwynn, who was of his own pro- 
“ feflion ; and if fo be that were the cafe, he might 
“ be of king Charles’s breed, and have royal blood 
“ in his veins—” “ No, madam, (anfwered Quin, 
** with great folemnity) my mother was not a 
“ whore of fuch diftindfion—True it is, I am 

fometimes tempted to believe myfelf of royal 
“ defcent; for my inclinations are often arbitrary 
“ —If I was an abfolute prince, at this inftant, I 
‘‘ believe I fhould fend for the head of your cook 
“ in a charger—She has committed felony on the 
“ perfon of that John Dory; which is mangled “ in a cruel manner, and even prefented without 
“ fauce—0 temper a ! 0 mores /” This 
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This good-humoured fally turned the converfa- 

tion into a lefs difagreeable channel—B ut, left you 
fhould think my fcribble as tedious as Mrs. Tab- 
by’s clack, I (hall not add another word, but that 
I am, as ufual, 

yours, 
Bath, April 30. J. Melford. 

To Dr. Lewis. 
DEAR LEWIS, 

I RECEIVED your bill upon Wiltfhire, which 
was punctually honoured ; but as I don’t choofe to 
keep fo much cafh by me, in a common lodging- 
houfe, I have depofited 250/. in the bank of Bath, 
and fhall take their bills for it in London, when I 
leave this places where the feafon draws to an end— 
You muft know, that now being a foot, I am, refol- 
ved to give Liddy a glimpfe of London. She is one 
of the beft hearted creatures I ever knew, and gains 
upon my affeftion every day—As for . Tabby, I 
have dropt fuch hints to the Irifh barone^, concern- 
ng her fortune, as, I make no doubt, will cool the 

iardour of his addreffes. Then her pride will take 
the alarm ; and the rancour of ftale maidenhood 
being chafed, we lhall hear nothing but flander and 
abiife of Sir Ulick Mackilligut—This rupture, I 
forefee, will facilitate eur departue from Bath ; 
where, at prefent, Tabby feems to enjoy herfelf 
with peculiar fatisfa&ion. For my part, I deleft it 
fo much, that I thould not have been able to ftay fo 
long in the place if I had not difcovered feme old 
friends; whofe converfation alleviates my difguft— 
Going to the coffee-houfe one forenoon, I could ' 

D 5 not 
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not help contemplating the company, with equal 
fui prize and companion—We confided of thirteen 
individuals ; feven lamed by the gout, rheumatifm, 
or palfy ; three maimed by accident; and the reft 
either deaf or blind. One hobbled, another hop- • 
ped, a third dragged his legs after him like a 
wounded fnake, a fourth ftraddled betwixt a pair 
of long crutches, like the mummy of a felon hang- r 
ing in chains; a fifth was bent into a horizontal 1 
poftion, like a mounted telefcope, fhoved in by a . 
couple of chairmen ; and a fixth was the buft of a 
man, fet upright in a wheel machine, which the 
waiter moved from place to place. 

Being ftruck with fomeof their faces, Iconfulted 
the fubfcription book ; and, perceiving the names 
of feveral old friends, began to confider the groupe I 
with more attention. At length I difcovered rear 
admiral Balderick, the companion of my youth, 
whom I had not feen fmc-e he was oppointed lieute- 
nant of the Severn, He was metamorphofed into 
an old man, with a wooden leg and a weatherbeaten 
face which appeared the more ancient from his 
grey locks, that were truly venerable Sitting 
down at the table, where he was reading a news- 
paper, I gazed at him for feme minutes, with a 
mixture of plealure and regret, which made my 
heart gufti with tendernefs; then, taking him by 
the hand, “Ah, Sam, (faid I) forty years ago I 
“ little thought ” I was too much moved to 
proceed. “ An old friend, fure enough ! (cried 
“ he, fqueezing my hand, and furveying me ea- 
“ gerly thro’ his glaffes) 1 know the looming of the yeflel,^ though flie has been hard ftrained fince 

we parted; but I can’t heave up the name—” 
The moment I told him who I was, he exclaimed, 

Ha 1 Matt, my old fellow cruizer, ftill afloat !” And, ftarting up, hugged me in his arms. His 
tranfport, however, boded me no good ; fi r, in fainting 
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falating me, he thruft the fpring of his fpe&acles 
into my eye, and, at the fame time, fet his wooden 
flump upon my gouty toe; an attack that made 
me fhed tears in fad earneft—After the hurry of our 
recognition was over, he pointed out two of our 
common friends in the room: the butt was what 
remained of colonel Cockril, who had loft the ufe 
of his limbs in making an American campain ; and 
the telefcope proved to be my college chum, fir 
Reginald Bently; who, with his new title, and 
unexpe&ed inheritance, commenced fox-hunter, 
without having ferved his apprenticefttip to the myftery ; and, in confequence of following the 
hounds through a river, was feized with an inflam- 
mation in his bowels, which has contra&ed him in- 
to his prefent attitude. 

Our former correfpondence was forthwith re- 
newed, with the moft hearty expreflions of mutual 
good-will; and as we had met fo unexpe&edly, we 
agreed to dine together that very day at the tavern. 
My friend Quin, being luckily unengaged, obliged 
us with his company ; and, truly, this was the 1 moft happy day I have palled thefe twenty years, 

i You and I, Lewis, having been always together, never tailed friendlhip in this high gout, contra6led 
from long abfence. I cannot exprefs the half of 
what I felt at this cafual meeting of three or four 
companions, who had been lo long feparated, and 

; fo roughly treated by the ftorms of life. It was a 
; renovation of youth ; a kind of refufcitation of the 

dead, that realized thofe interefting dreams, in 
| which we fometimes retrieve our ancient friends ,! from the grave. Perhaps my enjoyment was not 
(the lefs pleafing for being mixed with a ftrain of 
I' melancholy, produced by the remembrance of paft 
ifcenes, that conjured up the ideas of fome endear- 
ing connexions, which the hand of Death has ac- 
tually diftblved. 

The 
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The fpirits and good humour of the company)! 

feemed to triumph over the wreck of their confti* 
tutions. They had even philofophy enough tq 
joke upon their own calamities ; fuch is the poweifc 
of friendfhip, the fovereign cordial of life—I af- 
terwards found, however, that they were not with- 
out their moments, and even hours of difquiet, 
Each of them apart, in fucceeding conferences, ex-1; 
patiated upon his own particular grievances; and* 
they were all malecontents at bottom—Over anAi 
above their perfonal difafters, they thought them- : 
felves unfortunate in the lottery of life. Baldericlc | 
complained, that all the recompenfe he had received 
for his long and hard fervice, was the half-pay ofj ‘ 
a rear admiral. The colonel was mortified to fee 
himfelf over-topped by upftart generals, fome of t 
whom he had once commanded ; and, being a man 
of a liberal turn, could ill put up with a moderate 
annuity, for which he had fold his commiffion. ! As for the baronet, having run himfelf confidera- 
bly in debt, on a contefted ele£lion, he has been ( 
obliged to relinquilh his feat in parliament, and hisi 
feat in the country at the fame time, and put hisi 
eflate to nurfe: but his chagrin, which is the ef-- 
fe& of his own mifcondudt, dees not affeQ: me 
half fo much as that of the other two ; who have 
a&ed honourable and diftinguifhed parts on the| 
great theatre, and are now reduced to lead a weary: 
life in this ftewpan of idlenefs and infignificance. 
They have long left off ufing the waters, after | 
having experienced their inefficacy. The diverfi-. 
ons of the place they are not in a condition to en- 
joy. How then do they make fhift to pafs their 
time ? In the forenoon, they crawl out to the 
Rooms or the coffee-houfe, where they take a 
hand at whift, or defcant upon the General Adver- 
tif r ; and their evenings they murder in private 
parties, among pceviih invalids, and infipid old women 
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women—This is the cafe with a good number of 
individuals, whom nature feems to have intended 
for better purpofes. 

About a dozen years ago, many decent families, 
reftri&ed to fmall fortunes, befides thofe that came 
hither on the fcore of health, were tempted to fet- 
tle at Bath, where they could then live comforta- 
bly, and even make a genteel appearance, at a fmall 
expence: but the madnefs of the times has made 
the place too hot for them, and they are now ob- 
liged to think of other migrations—Some have al- 
ready fled to the mountains of Wales, and others 
have retired to Exeter. Thither, no doubt, they 
will be followed by the flood of luxury and extra- 
vagance, which will drive them from place to place 
to the very Land’s End; and there, I fuppofe,. 
they will be obliged to fhip themfelves to fome other 
country. Bath is become a mere fink of profligacy 
and extortion. Every article of houfe-keeping is 
raifed to an enormous price ; a circumftance no 
longer to be wondered at, when we know that every 

f petty retainer of fortune piques himfelf upon keep- 
ing a table, and thinks ’tis for.the honour of his 
chara&er to wink at the knavery of his fervants, . 
who are in a confederacy with the market people ; 
and, of confequence, pay whatever they demand. 
Here is now a mulhroom of opulence, who pays a 
cook feventy guineas a week for fumifhtng him 
with one meal, a day. This portentous frenzy is 
become, fo contagious, that the very rabble and re- - 
fufe of mankind are infedfed. I have known a 

I negro-driver, from Jamaica, pay over-night to the mafter of one of the Rooms, lixty-five guineas for 
v tea and coffee to the company, and leave Bath next 
I morning, in fuch obfcurity, that not one of his 1 guefts had the flight eft idea of his perfon, or even 
j. coade the leaft inquiry about hjs name. Incidents 
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of this kind are frequent; and every day teems with 
frefh abfurdities, which are too grofs to make a 
thinking man merry.—But I feel the fpleen creep- 
ing on me apace ; and therefore will indulge you ■ 
with a ceffation, that you may have no unnecefla* ; 
ry caufe to curfe your correfpondence with. 

Dear Dick, 
yours ever, 

Bath, May 5. Matt. Bramble.1 1 

To Mifs LiETiTiA Willis, at Gloucefter. 1 

MY DEAR LETTY,- 

I WROTE you at great length by the port, , 
the twenty-fixth of laft month, to which I refer 1 
you for an account of our proceedings at Bath ; 
and I expefl your anfwer with impatience. But, > 
having this opportunity of a private hand, I fend 1 

you two dozen of Bath-rings; fix of the belt of 
which I defire you will keep for yourfelf, and dif- i 
tribute the reft among the young ladies, our com- 
mon friends, as you (hall think proper. 1 don’t 
know how you will approve^of the mottoes; fome 
of them are not much to my own liking ; but I was 
obliged to take fuch as I could find ready manufac- 
tured—I am vexed, that neither you nor I have ! 
received any further information of a certain perfon 
—Sure it can’t be wilful negleft! O my dear 
Willis! I begin to be vifited by ftrange fancies, 
and to have fome melancholy doubts; which, how- j 
ever, it would be ungenerous to harbour without 

further 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 87 
farther inquiry—My uncle, who has made me a 
prefent of a very fine fet of garnets, talks of treat- 
ing us with a jaunt to London ; which, you may 
imagine, will be highly agreeable: but I like Bath 
fo well, that I hope he won’t think of leaving it 
till the feafon is quite over; and yet, betwixt 
friends, fomething has happened to my aunt, which 
will probably fhorten our flay in this place. 

Yefterday, in the forenoon, flie went by herfelf 
to a breakfafting in one of the rooms; and, in half 
an hour, returned in great agitation, having Chow- 
der along with her in the chair. I believe fome 
accident muft have happened to that unlucky ani- 
mal, which is the great fource of all her troubles. 
Dear Letty ! what a pity it is, that a woman of 
her years and difcretion, fhould place her affe&ion 
upon fuch an ugly, ill-conditioned cur, that fnarls 
and fnaps at every body. I alked John Thomas, 
the footman who attended her, ,what was the matter ? and he did nothing but grin. A famous 
dog-do&or was fent for, and undertook to cure the 
patient, provided he might carry him home to his 

- own houfe ; but his rmftrefs would not part with 
him out of her own fight—She ordered the cook 
to warm cloths, which (he applied to his bowels, 
with her own hand. She gave up all thoughts of 
going to the ball in the evening ; and when Sir 
Ulic came to drink tea, refufed to be feen; fo that 
he went away to look for another partner. My 
brother Jery whiftles and dances. My uncle fome- 

|times flirugs up his fhoulders, and fometimes burfts 
.out a-laughing. My aunt fobs and fcolds by turns; 
and her woman, Win. Jenkins, flares and wonders 

| with a foolifh face of curiofity; and, for my part, 
I am as curious as (he, but alhamed to alk quef- 

rtions. 1 Perhaps time will difcover the myftery; for if 
it was any thing that happerei in the Rooms, it 

can’t. 
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can’t be long concealed—All I know is, that 1 al l 
night at fupper, mifs Bramble fpoke very difdairtji 
fully of Sir Ulic Mackilligut, and afked her brol 
ther if he intended to keep us fweltering all tht | 
fummer at Bath ? “ No, filler Tahitha, (faid he 
“ with an arch fmile) we fliall retreat before thi 
“ Dog days begin; though 1 make no doubt, tha; ‘‘ with a little temperance and difcretion, our con- 
“ ftitutions might be kept cool enough all th< 
“ year, even at Bath.” As I don’t know th< 
meaning of this infinuation, I won’t pretend t<T make any remarks upon it at prefent: hereafter! 
perhaps, I may be able to explain it more to youi 
fatsifaftion In the mean time, I beg you wili i 
be pundual in your correfpondence, and continue! f 
to love your ever faithful 
Bath, May 6. Lydia Mel for 

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col4 
lege, Oxon. 

SO then Mrs. Blackerby’s affair has proved a 
falfe alarm, and I have faved my money? I wifh,i 
however, her declaration had not been fo premar ture, for though my being thought capable of ma- 
king her a mother, might have given me feme cre-- 
dif, the reputation of an intrigue with fuch a • 
cracked pitcher does me no honour £t alb—In my 
laft I told you 1 had hopes of feeing Quin, in his 
hours of elevation, at the tavern, which is the temple^ 
of mirth and good-fellc v fhip ; where he, as Prieft 
of Ccmus, utters the infpiratrons of wit and humour; 

—I have had .hat fatisfadtion. I • have dined ; 
with his club at the Three duns, and had the 

honour. 
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honour to fit him out. At half an hour part eight 
in the evening, he was carried home with fix good 
bottles of claret under his belt; and it being then 
Friday, he gave orders that he Ihould not be dif- 
turbed till Sunday at noon—You muft not ima- 
gine that this dofe had any other effe& upon his 
converfation, but that of making it more extrava- 
gantly entertaining—He had loft the ufe of his 
limbs, indeed, feveral hours before we parted, but 
he retained all his other faculties in perfection ; and 
as he gave vent to every whimfical idea as it rofe, I 
was really aftonifhedat the brilliancy of his thoughts, 
and the force of his expreflion. Quin is a real vo- 
luptuary in the articles of eating and drinking ; and 
fo confirmed an epicure, in the common acceptati- 
on of the term, that he cannot put up with ordina- 
ry fare. This is a point of fuch importance with him, 
that he always takes upon himfelf the charge of ca- 
tering ; and a man admitted to his mefs, is always 
fure of eating delicate victuals, and drinking ex- 
cellent wine—He owns himfelf addicted to the de» 
Rights of the ftomach, and often jokes upon his own 
fenfuality; but there is nothing felfifti in this ap- 
petite—He finds that good chear unites good com- pany ; exhilerates the fpirits, opens the heart, ba- 
mifhes all reftraint from converfation, and promotes 
the happieft purpofes of facial life.—But Mr. James 
Quin is not a fubjeCt to be difcufled in the compafs 
;of one letter; I fhall therefore, at prefent, leave him 
to his repofe, and call another of a very different 
iComplexion. 
, You defire to have further acquaintance with ■the perfon of our aunt, and promife yourfelf much 
lenteftainment from her connexion with Sir Ulic 
jMackilligut: but in this hope you are baulked 
already ; that connexion is diffolved. The Irilh 
baronet is an old hound, that finding her carrion, 
has quitted the fcent—I have already told you, that 
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Mrs. Tabitha Bramble is a maiden of forty-fiv 
In her perfon, ftie is tall, raw-boned, aukwari 
flat-chefted, and Hooping; her complexion is fa; I 
low and freckled; her eyes are not grey, bi I 
greenifh, like thofe of a cat, and generally inflan 
ed ; her hair is of a fandy, or rather dufty hue; 
her forehead lowj her nofe long, (harp, and, tel 
wards the extremity, always red in cool weather her lips fkinny, her mouth extenhve, her teei 
Hraggling and loofe, of various colours and confoi 
mation; and her long neck fhrivelled into a thoij 
fand wrinkles—In her temper, fhe is proud, ftif| 
vain, imperious, prying, malicious, greedy, anj 
uncharitable. In all likelihood, her natural am 
terity has been foured by difappointmti ■ in love1 i* 
for her long celibacy is by no means owing to he 
diflike of matrimony: on the contrary, fhe hi 
left no Hone unturned to avoid the reproachfuri 
epithet of old maid. 

Before I was born, {he had gone fuch lengths i i 
the way of flirting with a recruiting officer, tha« 
her reputation was a little tinged. She afterward! 
made advances to the curate of the parifh, v ft! 
dropped fome diftant hints about the next prefentai ^ 
tion to the living, which was in her brother’s gift; \ 
but finding that was already promiled to another!;, 
he ftew off at a tangent; and Mrs. Tabby, in re 
verge, hum' mearu to deprive him of his curqi 
Her next lover was lieutenant of a man of war, »•, 
relation of the family, who did not underftand thi! 
refinements of the paffion, and expreffed no aver 
fion to grapple with coufin Tabby in the way o 
marriage ; but before nutters could be properly 
adjufted, he went put on a cruire, and was killed ft 
an engagemen- with a French frigate. Our aunt 
though baffled fo often, did not yet defpair—Sh« layed all her fnares for Dr. Lewis, who is the Jidm 
Achates of my uncle. She even fell fick upo: th 
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the occafion, and prevailed with Matt to inter- 
pofe in her behalf with his friend ; but the Do&or 
being a fliy cock, would not be caught with chaff, 
and flatly reje&ed the propofal: fo that Mrs. Tabi- 
tha was content to exert her patience once more, 
after having endeavoured in vain to eflFe£i; a rupture 
betwixt the two friends ; and now fhe thinks proper 
to be very civil to Lewis, who is become neceffary 
to her in the way of his profeflion 

Thefe, however, are not the only efforts fhe has 
made towards a nearer conjun&ion with our fex. 
Her fortune was originally no more than a thoufand 
pounds; but fhe gained an acceffion of five hundred 
by the death of a filler, and the lieutenant left her 
three hundred in his will. Thefe fums fhe has 
more than doubled, by living free of all expence, in her brother’s houfe; and dealing in cheefe and 
Welfh flannel, the produce of his flock? apd dairy. 
At prefent her capital is increafed to about four 
thoufand pounds ; and her avarice feems to grow every day more and more rapacious: but even this is 
ihot fo intolerable, as the perverfenefs of her nature, 
“which keeps the whole family in difquiet and up- 
sfoar. She is one of thofe geniufes who find fome 
diabolical enjoyment in being dreaded and detefled 
!by their fellow-creatures. 

I once told my uncle, I was furprifed tint a man 
iof his difpofition could bear fueh a domeftic plague, 
iwhen it could be fo eafily removed—The remark 
Jnade him fore, becaufe it feemed to tax him with 
jwant of refolution—Wrinkling up his nofe, and 
[drawing down his eye-brows, “ A young fellow, tt (faid he) when he firfl thrufls his fnout into the 
“ world, is apt to be furprifed at many things, 

1“ which a man of experience knows to be ordinary 
“ and unavoidable—This precious aunt of yours is 

jt* become infenfibly a part of my conflitution— 
*f Damn her! She’s a noli me tangere in my flefh, 

“ which 
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“ which I cannot bear to be touched or tamperen t( with.” I made no reply ; but fhifted the coi 
verfation. He really has an affe&ion for this orig 
nal, which maintains its ground in defiance of con ' 
mon fenfe, and in defpite of that contempt whic 
he mufl: cerfainly feel for her chara&er and undei 
ftanding, Nay, I am convinced, that fhe has like 2' 
wife a moft virulent attachment to his perfon: ' 
though her love never {hews itfelf but in the fhap 
of difeontent; and fhe perfifts in tormenting hii] out of fheer tendernefs—The only objeft withif 

doors upon which fhe bellows any marks of affed P 
tion, in the ufual flile, is her dog Chowder ; a filth! *" 
cur from Newfoundland, which fhe had in a preif 
fent from the wife of a Ikipper in Swanfey—On ‘ 
would imagine fhe had diftinguifhed this beaft wit] f 
her favour on account of his uglinefs and ill-nature | 
if it was not, indeed, an inftin&ive fympathy be d 
tween his difpofition and her own. Certain it is L 

fhe carefles him without ceafing ; and even har !l 

raffes the family in the fervice of this curfed animal! 
which, indeed, has proved the proximate caufe O' ' 
her breach with Sir Ulic Mackilligut. 

You mull know, fhe yefterday wanted to flea' 
a march of poor Liddy, and went to breakfaft ir,l 

the Room without any other companion than hen1 

dog, in expedition of meeting with the Baronet^' 
who had agreed to dance with her in the evening—j 1 

Chowder no foo'ner made his appearance in the Room i 
than the mailer of the Ceremonies, incenfed at his' 
prefumption, ran up to drive him away, and threat-) i1 

ened him with his foot; but the other feemed to 
defpife his authority, and difplaying a formidable; 
cafe of long, white, fharp teeth, kept the puny1 

monarch at bay—while he flood under feme trepi-* 
dation, fronting his antagonifl, and bawling tothei11 

waiter. Sir Ulic Mackilligut came to his affiflance; ■<' 
and feeming ignorant of the connexion between this intruder i 
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intruder <ind his miftrefs gave the former fuch a 

.kick in the jaws, as fent him howling to the door— 
f Mrs. Tabitha incenfed at this outrage, ran after 
j him, fqualling in a tone equally difagreeable ; 
- while the Baronet followed her on one fide, mak- 
, ing apologies for his miftake ; and Derrick on the 
'other, making remonftrances upon the rules and 
‘ regulations of the place. 
' Far from being fatisfied with the Knight’s ex- ■ cufes, (he faid (he was fure he was no gentleman ; 
i and when the Matter of the Ceremonies offered to 
"hand her into the chair, ftie rapped him over the 
knuckles with her fan. My uncle’s footman being 

'ttill at the door, ttie and Chowder got into the 
i. fame vehicle, and were carried off amidft the jokes 
;,of the chairmen and other populace—I had been 
riding out on Clerkendown, and happened to enter 

( iuft as the fracas was over—The Baronet, coming 
up to me with an affefted air of chagrin, recounted 

' he adventure; at which I laughed heartily, and 
I :hen his countenance cleared up. “ My dear foul, f* (faid he) when I faw a fort of a wild baift, 

V fnarling with open mouth at the Matter of the 
,'x Ceremonies, like the red cow going to devour 4 Tom Thumb, I could do no lefs than go to 
r 

4 the affiftance of the little man; but I never 
‘ dreamt the baift was one of Mrs. Bramble’s 

attendants—O 1 if I had, he might have made 
, ‘ his breakfaft upon Derrick and welcome—But, 
: ? you know, my dear friend, how natural it is 

‘ for us Iriftimen to blunder, and to take the 
5 ‘ wrong fow by the ear—However I will confefs 
j 'f judgment, and cry her mercy ; and ’tis to be 
-i* hoped, a penitent finner may be forgiven.” I 
(bid him, that as the offence was not involuntary 

his fide, it was to be hoped he would not find 
?er implacable. 

But 
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But in truth, all this concern was diflemble* 

In his approaches of gallantry to Mrs. Tabiths <t 
he had been milled by a miftake of at leaft fix thou ‘ 
fand pounds, in the calculation of her fortune; antji: 
in this particular he was juft undeceived. Her 
therefore, feized the firft opportunity of incurrinj). 
her difpleafure decently, in fuch a manner as woult r 
certainly annihilate the correfpondence; and hi L 
could not have taken a more effe&ual method, that m 
that of beating her dog. When he prefented himT i 
felf at our door, to pay his refpe&s to the offendec 
fair, he was refufed admittance ; and given to un-1 
derftand, that he fhould never find her at home foi 
the future. She was not fo inacceffible to Derrickj 
who came to demand fatisfadtion for the infult Ihe r 

had offered to him, even in the verge of his own I* 
court. She knew it was convenient to be well with!' 
the mailer of the Ceremonies, while Ihe continued $< 
to frequent the Rooms ; and, having heard he was 1 

a poet, began to be afraid of making her appear- 
ance in a ballad or lampoon.—She therefore made l1 

excufes for what fhe had done, imputing it to the I 
flutter of her fpints ; and iubfcribed handfomelyf* 
for his poems: fo that he was perfectly appeafedj I1' 
and overwhelmed her with a profufion of compli- 
mert. He even folicited a reconciliation with f‘" 
Chowder; which, however, the latter declined ; ff! 
and he declared, that if he could find a precedent 
in the annals of the Bath, which he would care- 
fully examine for that purpofe, her favourite Ihould ? 
be admitted to the next public bieakfafting—But, f 
I believe fhe will not expofe herfelf or him to the 
rifque of a fecond difgrace—Who will fupply the " 
place of Mackilligut in her affe&ions, I cannot jr 
fortfee; but nothing in the fhape of man can come jh 
amifs. Though Ihe is a violent church-woman, j? 
of the moll intolerant zeal, I believe in my confci- ju 
ence Ihe would have no objedion, at preient, to ; i treat ; 
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treat on the fcore of matrimony with an Anabaptift* 
Quaker, or Jew; and even ratify the treaty, at 
the expence of her own converfion. But, perhaps, 
I think too hardly of this kinfwoman ; who, I muft 
own, is very little beholden to the good opinion of 

Yours, 
Bath, May 6. J. Mel ford. 

To Dr. Lewis. 
j, YOU afk me, why I don’t take the air a-horfe- 
1 back, during this fine weather?—In which of the 
, avenues of this paradife would you have me take 
1 that exercife ? Shall I commit myfelf to the high- 
I, roads of London or Briftol, to be ftifled with duff-, 
pr prefled to death in the midft of poft-chaifes, 
s flying machines, waggons, and coal horfes; befides 

.. the troops of fine gentlemen that take to the high- 
way to fhew their horfemanfhip ! and the coaches 

(pf fine ladies, who go thither to fhew their equi- 
pages? Shall I attempt the Downs, and fatigue 

! myfelf to death in climbing up an eternal afcent, 
i; without any hopes of reaching the fi^jaamit ? Know 
1 :hen, I have made divers defperate leaps at thofe 
jpper regions ; but always fell backward into this 

! Vapour-pit, exhaufted and difpirited by thofe inef- 
iTeffual efforts; and here we poor valetudinarians 

>ant and ftruggle^ like fo many Chinefe gudgeons, 
;afping in the bottom of a punch bowl. By Hea- ren it h a kind of inchantment 1 If I do not fpeedily 
>reak the fpell, and efcape, I may chance to give 
fp the ghoft in this naufeous flew of corruption—It 

;liras but two nights ago, that I had like to have 
made my public exit, at a minute’s warning. One 

I »f my greateft weaknefles is that of fuffering myfelf 
to 
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to be over-ruled by the opinion of people, whofe . judgment I defpife—I own, with ftiame and confu-i 
fion of face, that importunity of any kind I cannot . 
refill. This want of courage and conltancy is an .. 
original flaw in my nature, which you mull have , 
often obierved with compaflion, if not with con- 
tempt. I am afraid fome of our boafted virtues !t may be traced up to this defeft.  

Without further preamble, I was perfuaded to 
go to a ball, on purpofe to fee Liddy dance a minuet . 
with a young petulant jackanapes, the only fon of a. c wealthy undertaker from London, whofe mother i 
lodges in our neighbourhood, and has contra£led .. 
an acquaintance with Tabby. I fat a couple of; . 
long hours, half llifled, in the midll of a noyfomeS 
crowd; and could not help wondering, that fo 
many hundred of thofe that rank as rational crea-1 , 
tures, could find entertainment in feeing a fuccef- . 
fion of infipid animals, defcribing the fame dull ( figure for a whole evening, on an area, not much L 
bigger than a taylor’s Ihop-board. If there had l 
been any beauty, grace, activity, magnificent drefs, • 
or variety of any kind, howfoever abfurd, to engage 
the attention, and amufe the fancy, I Ihould not ■ 
have been furprifed ; but there was no fuch obje£l; , 
it was a tirefome repetition of the fame languid, j 
frivolous fcene, performed by a£lors that feemed 
to fleep in all their motions The continual r fwimming of thofe phantoms before my eyes, gave 
me a fwimming of the head; which was alfo j! 
aflfefted by the fouled air, circulating through fuch 
a number of rotten human bellows 1 therefore 1!' 
retreated towards the door, and flood in the paf- ‘ 
fage to the next room, talking to my friend Quin ; f 
when an end being put to the minuets, the benches . 
were removed to make way for the country-: ‘ 
dances; and the multitude rifing at once, the j whole I 
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< whole atmofphere was put in commotion. Then, 
; all of a hidden, came rulhing upon me, an Egyp- 
i tian gale, fo impregnated with peftilential vapours, 
| that my nerves were overpowered, and I dropt 
| fenfefs upon the floor. 

You may eafily conceive what a clamour and 
confufion this accident muft have produced, in 
fuch an aflfembly 1 foon recovered, however, 
and found myfelf in an eafy chair, fupported by 
my own people Sifter Tabby, in her great ten- 1 dernefs, had put me to the torture, fqeezing my 1 head under her arm, and fluffing my nofe with 

J fpirit of hartftiorn, till the whole infide was exco- 
' riated. I no fooner got home, than I fent for dqc- ! tor Ch—, who aflfured me, I needed not be alarm- 1 ed, for my fwooning was entirely occafioned by ■ an accidental impreflion of fetid effluvia upon 
' nerves of uncommon fenfibility. I know not how 
' other people’s nerves are conftru£l;ed ■, but one 
] would imagine they muft be made of very coarfe J materials to ftand the (hock of fuch a horrid af- 
' 'fault. It was, indeed, a compound of villanous fmells, 
* !fn which the moft violent ftinks, and the moll 
powerful perfumes, contended for the maftery. ■ Imagine to yourfelf a high exalted eflence of ming- 

1 Bed odours, arifing from putrid gums, import- 
I Uvumated lungs, four flatulencies, rank arm-pits, fweating feet, running lores and iflues; plafters, 
' ointments, and embrocations, hungary-water, 
|#Tpirit of lavander, aflafoetida drops, mulk, hartf- 
horn, and (al volatile; befides a thoufand frowzy 

:|fteams, which I could not analyfe. Such, O 
'Ipick ! is the fragrant sether we breathe in the po- 
| life aflemblies of Bath—Such is the atmfophere I 
‘ have exchanged for the pure, elaftic, animating 
lair of the Wellh mountains 0 Rus, quando te 
afpiciam !—I wonder what the devil poflefled me— 

Voul. E But 
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But few words are beft: I have taken my re- » 

folution—You may well fuppofe I dcui’t intend to i 
entertain the company with a fecond exhibition— - 
I have promifed, in an evil hour, to proceed to 
London, and that promife fhah be performed ; but ! ■ 
my flay in the metropolis fhaH be brief. I have, 
for the benefit of my health, projefled an expedi- tion to the North, which, I hope, will afford tome - 
agreable paftime. I have never travelled farther 
that way than Scarborough; and, I think it is a 
reproach upon me, as a Britifh freeholder, to have 
lived fo long without making an excurfion to the : 
other fide of the Tweed. Befides, I have fome 
relations fettled in Yeikfhire, to whom it may not , - 
be improper to introduce my nephew and his fifter .—At prefent, \ have nothing to add, but that 
Tabby is happily difentargled from the Irifh Baro- 
net ; and that I will not fail to make you acquaint- 
ed, from time to time, with the fequel of our ad- 
ventures : a mark of confideraiion, which, perhaps, 
you would willingly difpenfe with in Your humble fervant, 

Bath, May 8. Matt. Bramble. , 

To Sir Wat kin Philips, of Jefus college, , Oxon. 
BEAR PHILIPS, 

A FEW days ago we were terribly alarmed by 
my uncle’s fainting at the ball He has been , 
ever fince curfing his own folly, for going thi- ; 
tb r at the requeft of an impertinent woman. 
He d dares, he will looner vifit a houfe infeded ( 
with the plague, than truft himfelf in fuch a 
naufeous fpital for the future, for he fwears the accident ( 
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accident was occafioned by the flench of the 
crowd ; and that he would never defire a ftrongef 
proof of our being made of very grofs materials, 
than our having withftood the annoyance, by 
which he was lb much difcompofed. For my 
part, I am very thankful for the coarfenefs of my 
organs, being in no danger of ever falling a fa- 
crifice to the delicacy of my nofe. Mr. Brambk 

i is extravagantly delicate in all his fenfations, both 
of foul and body. I was infomed by Dr. Lewis, 

! that he once fought a duel with an officer of the 
: horfe guards, for turning afide to the Park wall, 

on a necefiary occafion, when he was paffing 
with a lady under his prote&ion. His blood rifes 
at every inflance of infolence and cruelty, even 
where he himfelf is no way concerned; and in- 
gratitude makes his teeth chatter. On the other 
hand, the recital of a generous, humane, or grate- 
ful a&ton, never fails to draw from him tears of 
approbation, which he is often greatly diftreffed o 
conceal. 

Yefterday one Paunceford gave tea, on parti- 
i cular invitation—This man, after having been long buffeted by adverfity, went abroad ; and 
Fortune, refolved to make him amends for her 
former coynefs, fet him all at once up to the very 
ears in affluence. He has now emerged from ob- 

i fcurity, and blazes out in all the tinfel of the ; times. I don’t find that he is charged with any 
? pra&ices that the law deems difhonefl, or that 

t | his wealth has made him arrogant and inacceflible; 
' | on the contrary, he takes great pains to appear i affable and gracious. But they fay, he is re- 
ii markable for fhrinking from his former friend- 

J ffhips, which were generally too plain and home- d fpun to appear amidfl his prefent brilliant con-: 
; flexions ; and that he feems ureafy at the fight of 
r i^ome old benefa&ors, whom a man of honour 

E 2 would 
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would take pleafure to acknowledge—Be that as 
it may, he had fo effectually engaged the com- 
pany at Bath, that when I went with my uncle 
to the coffee-houfe in the evening, there was not 
a foul in the room but one perfon, feemingly in 
years, who fat by the fire, reading one of the 
papers. Mr. Bramble, taking his ftation clofe by 
him, il There is fuch a crowd and confufion of ; 
“ chairs in the paffage to Simpfon’s, (faid he) 
“ that we could hardly get along 1 wifh 

thofe minions of fortune would fall upon more 
** laudable ways of fpending their money  
*f I fuppofe, Sir, you like this kind of entertain- 

ment as little as I do r” “ I can’t fay, I have , 
“ any great relilh for fuch entertainments,” an- 
fwered the other, without taking his eyes off 
the paper—*• Mr. Serle, (re fumed my uncle) I 

beg pardon for interrupting you ; but I can’t 
“ refill the curiofity I have to know if you receiv- 
“ ed a card on this occafion ?” 

The man feemed furprifed at this addrefs, and 
made fome paufe as doubtful what anfwer he 
fhould make. “ I know my curiofity is imperti- 
“ nent, added my uncle, but I have a particular 
“ reafon for alking the favour.” “ If that be 
«« the cafe, (replied Mr. Serle) I fhall gratify you tl without hefitation, by owning, that I have had 
“ no card. But, give me leave, Sir, to afk in <f my turn, what reafon you think I have to ex- | 
“ pe£l fuch an invitation from the gentleman who « gives tea ?” “ I have my own reafons; (cried j 

Mr. Bramble, with fome emotion) and am con- I «« vinced more than ever, that this Paunceford is I 
a contemptible fellow. ” ‘‘ Sir, (faid the other, 

“ laying down the paper) I have not the honour 
“ to know you, but your difeourfe is a little myf- | 
“ terious, and feems to require fome explanation. | 

The perfon you are pleafed to treat fo cava- 
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“ lierly, is a gentleman of fome confequence in 
“ the community ; and, for aught you know, I 
“ mayalfo have my particular reafons for defend- 
“ ing his chara&er—” “ If I was not convin- t6 ced of the contrary, (obferved the other) I 
‘‘ Ihould not have gone fo far—” “ Let me tell 
“ you. Sir, (laid the ftranger, raifing his voice) 
“ you have gone too far, in hazarding fuch re- 
“ fleQ:ions—” 

Here he was interrupted by my uncle ; who 
afked peevifhly, if he was Don Quixote enough, 
at this time of day, to throw down his gauntlet 
as champion for a man who had treated him with 
fuch ungrateful neglefb. “ For my part, (added 
“ he) l fhall never quarrel with you again upon 
'* this fubjeft; and what 1 have faid now, has 
“ been fuggefted as much by my regard for you, 
“ as by my contempt of him—” Mr. Serle, then 
pulling off his fpe&acles, eyed my uncle very ear- 
neftly, faying, in a mitigated tone, “ Surely I am 
“ much obliged—Ah, Mr. Bramble ! I now re- 
“ coilefl: your features, though I have not feen 
“ you thefe many years.” “ We might have 
<* been lefs /ftrangers to one another, (anfwered 
‘‘ the ’fquire) if our corefpondence had not been 
“ interrupted, in confequence of a mifunderftand- 
“ ing, occafioned by this very , but no mat- *< ter—Mr. Serle, I efteem your charader ; and 
«£ my friendlhip, fuch as it is, you may freely 

command.” “ The offer is too agreeable to be 
“ declined (faid he) ; I embrace it very cordially ; 
“ and, as the firft fruits of it, requefl that you 

will change this fubjefl:, which, with me, is a 
“ matter of peculiar delicacy.” 

My uncle owned he was in the right, and the 
difcourfe took a more general turn. Mr. Serle 
paffed the evening with us at our lodgings ; and 
appeared to be intelligent, and even entertaining; 

E 3 but 
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but his difpofuion was rather of a melancholy 
hue. My uncle fays he is a man of uncommon 
parts, and unqueftioned probity : that his fortune* 
w'hich was originally fmall, has been greatly hurt 
by a romantic fpirit of generofity, which he has 
often difplayed, even at the expence of his difcre- 
tiofl, in favour of worhtlefs individuals That 
he had refcued Paunceford from the loweft diftrefs, 
when he was bankrupt, both in means and repu- 
tation That he had efpoufed his interells with a 
degree of enthufiafm, broke, with feveral friends 
and even drawn his fword againft my uncle, who 
had particular reafons for queftioning the moral 
chara&er of the faid Paunceford : that, without 
Serle’s countenance and affiftance, the other never 
cculd have embraced the opportunity, which has 
railed him to this pinnacle of wealth : that Paunce- 
ford, in the firft tranfports of his fuccefs, had 
written, from abroad, letters to different corref- 
pondents, owniig his obligations to Mr. Serle, in 
the warmed terms of acknowledgment, and de- 
claring he confidered himfelf only as a fadtor for 
the cccafions of his beft friend : that, without 
doubt, he had made declarations of the fame na- 
ture to his benefa&or himfelf, though this laft 
was always fdent and referved on the fubjedt; but 
for feme years, thofe tropes and figures of rheto- 
ric had been difufed: that upon his return to 
England, he had been lavilh in his careffes to Mr. 
Serle, invited him to his houfe, and preffed him 
to make it his own : that he had overwhelmed him 
with general profefftons, and affedfed to exprefs 
the warmeft regard for him, in company of their common acquaintance; fo that every body be- 
lieved his gratitude was as liberal as bis fortune ; 
and fome went fo far as to congratulate Mr. Serle 
on both. 

All this time Paunceford carefully and artfully avoided 
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avoided particular difcuflions with his old patron, 
who had too much fpirit to drop the moft diftant 
hint of balancing the account of obligation : that, 
nevertbe'.efs, a man of his feelings could not but 
refent this fhocking return for all his kindnefs ; 
and, therefore, he withdrew himfelf from the 
connexion, without coming to the lead: explana- 
tion, or fpeaking a fyllable on the fubje6t to any 
living foul ; fo that now their correfpondence is re- 
duced to a flight falute with the hat, when they 
chance to meet in any public place; an accident 
that rarely happens, for their walks lie different 
wayi. Mr. Paunceford lives in a palace, feeds 
upon dainties, is arrayed in fumptuous apparel, 
appears in all the pomp of equipage, and paflfes, 
his time among the nobles of the land. Serle 
lodges in Stall-ftreet, up two pair of flairs back- 
wards, walks a-foot in a bath rug, eats for twelve 
(hillings a week, and drinks water as a preferva- 
tive againft the gout and gravel—Mark the vicifli- 
tude. Paunceford once refided in a garret ; where 
he fubfifled upon fheep’s trotters and cow-heel, 
from which commons he was tranflated to the ta- 
ble of Serle, that ever abounded with good cheer ; 
until want of oeconomy and retention, reduced 
him to a flender annuity in his decline of years, 
that fcarce affords the bare neceffaries of life   
Paunceford, however, does him the honour to 
fpeak of him ftill, with uncommon regard ; and to 
declare what pleafure it would give him to contri- 
bute in any fhape to his convenience : “ But you 
“ know, (he never fails to add) he’s a fhy kind 
“ of a man—And then fuch a perfect phillofophcr, “ that he looks upon all fuperfluities with the moft 
“ fovereign contempt.” 

Having given you this (ketch of ’fquire Paunce- 
ford, I need not make any comm nt on his cha- 
ra&er, but leave it at the mercy of your own re- 

E 4 fle&ionj 
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fleftion ; from which, I dare fay, it will meet with as: 
little quarter as it has found with Yours always, 

Bath, May to. J. Melford. . 

To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall. 
DEAR MOLLY, 

WE are all upon the ving—Hey for London, 
girl! Fecks! we have been long enough here ; for 
we’re all turned tiply turvy Miftrefs has ex- 
carded Sir Ulic for kicking of Chowder ; and I 
have fentO Frizzle away, with a flea in his ear | 
—I’ve fhewn him how little I minded his tinfy 
and his long' tail—A fellor, who would think for 
logo, for to ofer, to take up with a dirty trollop 
under my nofe—I ketched him in the very fe£f, 
coming out of the houfe-maid’s garret. But I 
have gi’en the dirty flut a fiferary. O Molly ! 
the fervants at Bath are devils in garnet They 
lite the candle at both ends Here’s nothing but 
ginketting, and waifting, and thieving, and trick- 
ing, and trigging and then they are never con- 
tent They won’t fuffer the’fquire and miftrefs 
to ftay any longer ; becaufe they have been al- 
ready above three weeks in the hcufe ; and they 
look for a couple of ginneys a-piece at our going 
away, and this is a perquifite they expedt every 
month in the feafon; being as how no family has 
a right to ftay longer than four weeks in the fame 
lodgings ; and fo the cuck fwears, fhe will pin the 
difh clout to miftrefs’s tail ; and ihe houfe-maid 
vows, fhe’ll put cowitch in mafter’s bed, if fo be 
he don’t difcamp without furder ado- 1 don’t 
blame them for making the moft of their market, 
in the way of vails and perquifites; and I defy the 
devil to fay I am a tail-carrier, or ever brought a poor 
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poor farvant into trouble—But then they oft to 
have fome confcience, in vronging thofe that he 
farvants like themfelves—For you muft no, Molly, 
1 miffed three quarters of blond-lace, and a rem- 
nant of muflin, and my filver thimble ; which was 
the gift of true love: they were all in my work- 
balket, that I left upon the table in the farvants- 
hall, when miftreffes bell rung ; but if they had 
been under lock and kay, ’twould have been all 
the fame ; for there are double kays to all the 
locks in Bath ; and they fay as how the very teeth 
an’t fafe in your head, if you fleep with your 
mouth open—And fo fays I to myfelf, them things 
could not go without hands \ and fo Vll watch their 
waters: And fo I did with a vitnefs ; for then it 
was I found Bett confarned with O Frizzle. And 
as the cuck had thrown her flufh at me, becaufe 
I had taken part with Chowder, when he fit with 
the turnfpit, I refolved to make a clear kitchen 
and throw fome of her fat into the fire. I ketched 

, the chare-woman going out with her Joad in the 
1 morning, before (he thought I was up, and 

brought her to miftrefs with her whole cargo— 
Marry, what do’ft think fhe had got in the name 
of God ? Her buckets were foaming full of our bed bear, and her lap was (luffed with a cold: 

1 tongue, part of a buttock of beef, half a turkey, 
f and a Twinging lump of butter, and the matter of 

ten mould handles, that had fcarce ever been lit. 
j The cuck brazened it out, and faid it was her rite 
| to rummage the pantry •, and (he was ready for to 

go before the mare : that he had been her potticary 
many years, and would never think of hurting a 

| poor farvant, for giving away the fcraps of the kitchen—I went another way to work with ma- 
i dam Betty, becaufe fhe had been fancy, and call- ed me (kandelous names ; and faid O Frizzle 
I «ouldn’t abide me, and twenty other odorous falfe- 

E ^ hoods,. 
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hoods. I got a varent from the mare, and her 
hox being farched by the conftable, my things came Out fure enuff ; befides a full pound of vax candles, 
and a nite-cap of miftrefs, that I could fware to on 
my cruperal oaf—O ! then madam Mopftick came 
upon her merry bones, and as the ’fquire wouldn’t 
hare of a purfecution, fhe efcaped a fkewering : but 
the longeft; day fhe has to live, fhe’11 remember 
your 

humble farvant, 
Bath, May 15. Winifred Jinkini. 

If the hind fhould ajme again, be- 
fore we be gone, pray tend me 
the fhift and apr®n, with the vite 
gallow manky fhoes; which 
you’ll find in my pillowber— 
Sarvice to Saul— 

ToSir WAfKiN Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col- 
lege, Oxon. 

YOU are in the right, dear Phillips ; I don’t 
expefl; regular anfwers to every letter—I know a 
coilege-lifeis too circumlcribed to afford mateiials 
for fuch quick returns of commur.icadon. For my 
part, I am continually fhifting thefcene, and fur- 
rounded with new obje&s, ibme of which are 
ftriking enough. I fhall therefore conclude my 
journal for your amufement; and though, in all 
appearance, it will not treat of very important or 
interefling particulars, it may prove, perhaps, not 
altogether uninflrudlive and unentertaining. 

. The mufick and entertainments of Bath are over 
for this feafon ; and all our gay birds of paffage h.;vc taken their flight to Briftol-well, Tunbridge, Bright- 
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Brighthelmftone, Scarborough, Horrowgate , 
Not a foul is feen in this place, but a few broken- 
winded parfons, waddling like fo many crows along 
the North Parade. There is always a great fliew 
of the clergy at Bath; none of your thin, puny, 
yellow he&ic figures, exhaufled with abftinence 
and hard ftudy, labouring under the morbi erudi- 
iorum; but great over- grown digni t ries and rec- 
tors, with rubicund notes and gouty ancles, or 
broad bloated faces, dragging along great fwag bel- 
lies ; the emblems of floth and indigeftion— 

Now we are upon the lubjeftof parfons, I mull: 
tell you a ludicrous adventure, which was atchiev- 
ed the other day by Tom Eaftgatfe, whom you may 
remember on the foundation of Queen’s. He had 
been very afliduous to pin himfelf upon George 
Prankley, who was a gentleman-commoner of 
Chrift-church, knowing the faid Prankley was heir 
to a confiderable eftate, and would have the advow- 
fon of a good living, the incumbent of which was 

, very old and infirm. He lludied his palfions and 
flattered them fo efefitually, as to become his com- 

panion and counielior ; and at laft, obtained of him 
a promife of the prefentation, when the living 
fhould fall. Prankley, on his uncle’s death, quit- 
ted Oxfcrd, and. made his firft appearance in the 

ifalhional le world at London ; from whence he 
came lately to Bath, where he has been exhibiting 

| himfe’f among the bucks and gamefters of the place. 
• Eaflgate lollowed him hither ; but he fhculd not have quitted him for a moment, at his firft emerg- 
;ing into life. He ought to have known he was a 
ifantaftic, foolilh, fickle fellow , who would forget 
his college-attachments the moment, they ceafed ap- 

pealing to his fenies. Tom met with a cold recep- 
tion from his old friend ; and was, moreover, in- 

ifcrmed, that he had promifed the living to another 
(pnan, who had a vote in the county, w'here he pro- 
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pofed to offer himfelf a candidate at the next gene- 
ral ele&ion. He now remembered nothing of Eaft- 
gate, but the freedoms he had ufed to take with 
him, while Tom had quietly flood his butt, with 
an eye to the benefice ; and thofe freedoms he be- 
gan to repeat in common place farcafms on his per- 
fon and his cloth, which he uttered in the public 
coffee-houfe, for the entertainment of the company. 
But he was egregioufly miftaken in giving his own 
wit credit for that tamenefs of Eaflgate, which had 
been entirely owing to prudential confiderations. 
Thefe being now removed, he retorted his repartee 
with interefl, and found no great difficulty in turn- 
ing the laugh upon the aggreffor ; who, lofing his 
temper, called him names, and afked. If be knew 
whom be talked to ? After much altercation. Prank- 
ley fhaking his cane, bid him hold his tongue, 
otherwife he would duft his caffock for him. t( I have no pretenfions to fuch a valet (faid 
“ Tom) ; but if you fhould do me that office, and 
“ overheat yourfelf, I have here a good oaken 

towel at your fervice.” 
Prankley was equally incenfed and confounded 

at this reply. After a moment’s paufe, he took him 
afide towards the window ; and, pointing to the 
clump of firs on Clerken-down, afked in a whifper, 
if he had fpirit enough to meet him there, with a 
cafe of piflols, at fix o’clock to-morrow morning. 
Eaflgate anfwered in the affirmative ; and, with a 
fleady countenance, affured him, he would not fail 
to give him the rendezvous at the hour he men- 
tioned. So faying, he retired ; and the challenger 
flayed fome time in manifefl agitation. In the 
morning Eaflgate, who knew his man, and had 
taken his refolution, went to Prankley’s lodgings, 
and roufed him by five o’clock— 

The’fquire, in all probability,curfed his punc- 
tuality in his heart, but. he affe&ed to talk big; and: 
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ard having prepared his artillery over-night, they 
croffed the water at the end of the South Parade. 
In their progrefs up the hill, Prankley often eyed 
the parfon, in hopes of perceiving fome relu£!ance 
in his countenance ; but as no fuch marks appeared 
he attempted to intimidate him by word of mouth, 
“ If thefe flints do their office (faid he), I’ll do thy 
“ bufinefs in a few minutes.” “ I d fire you will 
“ do your beft (replied the other) ; for my part, 
“ l come not here to trifle. Our lives are in the 
“ hands of God ; and one of us already totters on f‘ the brink of eternity—” This remark feemed 
to make fome impreflion upon the ’iquire, who changed countenance, and with a faultering accent 
obferved, ‘‘ That it ill became a clergyman to be 
“ concerned in quarrels and blood-ffied—” “ Your <e infolence to me (faid Eaftgate) I fhould have 
“ bore with patience, had not you cafl: the mofl: 

infamous refle&ion upon my order, the honour 
“ of which I think myfelf in duty bound to main- 

tain, even at the expence of my heart’s blood ; 
“ and furely it can be no crime to put out of the 
“ world a profligate wretch, without any fenfe of 
“ principle, morality, or religion—” “ Thou 
“ may’fl: take away my life, (cried Prankley, in 
“ great perturbation) but don’t go to murder my 
“ charafler.—What! has’t got no confcience ?” 
“ My confcience is perfeftly quiet (replied the <e other) ; and now, fir, we are upon the fpot— 

Take your ground as near as you pleafe ; prime 
‘‘ your piftol; and the Lord, of his infinite mercy, 
“ have compaflion upon your miferable foul!” 

This ejaculation he pronounced in a loud folemn 
tone, with his hat off and his eyes lifted up; then 
drawing a large horfe-piftol, he prefented, and put 
himfelf in a pofture of .adlion. Prankley took his 
diftance, and endeavoured to prime, but his hand 
fhook with fuch violence, that he found this ope- 

ration 
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ration impra&icable—His antagonift, feeing how it 
was with him, offered his afliftance, and advanced 
for that purpofe ; when the poor ’fquire, exceeding- 
ly alarmed at what he had heard and feen, defired 
the a&ion might be deferred till next day, as he 
had not fettled his affairs. “ I ha’nt made my 
“ will (laid he) ; my filters are not provided for; 
“ and I juft now recolledt an old promife, which 
“ my confcience tells me I ought to perform—I’ll 
“ firft convince thee, that I’m not a wretch with-* 
“ out principle, and then thou ftialt have an op- tc portunity to take my life, which thou feem’ft to 
“ thirft after fo eagerly—” 

Eaftgate underftood the hint; and told him, that 
one day fhould break no fquares; adding, “ God 
“ forbid that I lliould be the means of hindering 
“ you from afting the part of an honeft man, and 
“ a dutiful brother—” By virtue of this ceffation 
they returned peaceably together. Prankley forth- 
with made out the prefentation of the living, and 
delivered it to Eaftgate, telling him, at the fame 
time, he had now fettled his affairs, and was ready 
to attend him to the Firgrove ; but Tom declared 
he could not think of lifting his hand againft the 

v life of fo great a benefactor—He did more : when 
they next met at the coffee-houfe, he afked pardon 
of Mr. Prankley, if in his paffion he had laid any 
thing to give him cffence ; and the ’fquire was lo 
gracious as to forgive him with a cordial fhake of 
the hand, declaring that he did not like to be at var 
riance with an old college-companion—Next day, 
however, he left Bath abruptly ; and then Eaflgate 
told me all thefe particulars, not a little pleafed with 
the cffcCts of his own fagacity, by which he has 
fecured a living worth 160/. per unnum. 

Of my unde, I have nothing at prelent ^to fay ; 
but that we fet out to-morrow tor London en fa- 
milk. He and the ladies, with the maid and Chow- der 
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der in a coach; I and the man-fervant a-horfe- 

j back. The particulars of our journey you fhall 
:• have in my next, provided no accident happeias to 

< prevent, 
yours ever, 

i Bath, May 17. J. Meltord. 

To Dr. Lewis. 
DEAR DICK, 

I SHALL to-morrow fet out for London, where 
I have befpoke lodgings, at Mr. Norton’s in Golden- 
fquare. Although I am no admirer of Bath, I 
fliall leave it with regret; becaufe I muft part with ; fome old friends, whom, in all probability, I fhall 
never fee again. In the courfe of cofFee-houfe 
converfation, I had often heard very extraordinary 
encomiums palled on the performances of Mr. T— a gentleman refiding in this place, who paints land- 

scapes for his amufement. As I have no great con- 
"jfidence in the tafte and judgment of cofFee-houfe 
connoiffeurs, and never received much pleafure from this branch of the art, thofe general praifes made 
no impreffion at all on my curiofity ; but at the re- 
queft of a particular friend, I went yefterday to fee ■the pieces, which had been fo warmly commended 

J—I muft own I am no judge of painting, though 
jvery fond of pi&ures. 1 don’t imagine that my 
pfenfes would play me fo falfe, as to betray me into 

1 iadmiration of any thing, that was very bad; but, if true it ii, I have often overlooked capital beauties, 
in pieces of extraordinary merit—If I am not to- itally devoid of tafte, however, this young gentle- 

I man of Bath is the beft landfcape painter now liv- 
dng : I was ftruck with his performances in fuch a 
.^manner, as I had never been by painting before 

His 
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His trees not only have a richnefs of foilage ancn r 

warmth of colouring, which delights the view; buii 
alfo a certain magnihcence in the difpofition, and: 
fpirit in the expreflion, which 1 cannot defcribeJ 
His management of the cbiaro ohjeuro, or light and :' 
lhadow, efpecially gleams ot fun-fhine, is alto- ; 

gether wonderful, both in the contrivance and ex- ' 
ecution ; and he is fo happy in his perfpe&ive, and 
marking his diftances at fea, by a progreflive feries 
of fhips, veffels, capes, and promontories, that I 
could not help thinking, I had a diftant view of 
thirty leagues upon the back-ground of the pic-S 
ture. If there is any tafte for ingenuity left in ade- : generate age, faft finking into barbarifm, this artift, 1 f 
I apprehend, wi.ll make a capital figure, as foon as 
his works are known— 

Two days ago, I was favoured with a vifit by 
Mr. Fitz-owen; who, with great formality, foli- , 
cited my vote and intereft at the general eleftion. f' 
I ought not to have been fhocked at the confidence , 
of this man ; though it was remarkable, confider- 
ing what had palled between him and me on a for- 1 

mer cccafion—Thefe vifits are mere matter of 1 

form, which a candidate makes to every ele£tor ; 1 

even to thofe w ho, he know s, are engaged in the 
intereft of his competitor, left he Ihould expofe 
himfelf to the imputation of pride, at a time when ! 
it is expe&ed he Ihould appear humble. Indeed, I 
know nothing fo abje£t as the behaviour of a man 
canvafling for a feat in parliament -This mean 
proftration, (to borough-eleflors, efpecially) has, 
I imagine, contributed in a great meafure to raife 
that fpirit of infolence among the vulgar ; which, 
like the devil, will be found very difficult to lay. i 
Be that as it may, I was in feme confufion at the 
effrontery of Fitz-owen ; but I foon recolle&ed 
myfelf, and told him, 1 had not yet determined for 
whom I ftiould give my vote, nor whether I ftiould 
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give it for any.—The truth is, I look upon both 
candidates in the fame light; and fhould think my- 
felf a traitor to the conftitution of my country, if 
I voted for either. If every ele&or would bring the 
fame confideration home to his confcience, we 

‘ 'fhould not have fuch reafon to exclaim againft the 
venality of p ts. But we are all a pack of ve- 

j nal and corrupted rafcals; fo loft to all fenfe of ho- 1 Hefty, and all tendernefs of character, that, in a 
| little time, I am fully perfuaded, nothing will be 
( infamous but virtue and public-fpirit. 

G. H , who is really an enthufiaft in patrL 
otifm, and reprefented the capital in feverai fuccef- 
five parliaments, declared to me t’other day, with 

’ the tears in his eyes, that he had lived above thirty 
years in the city of London, and dealt in the way 
of commerce with all the citizens of note in their 
turns ; but that, as he fhould anfwer to God, he 
had never, in the whole courfe of his life, found 
above three or four whom he could call thoroughly 
honeft : a declaration, which was rather mortifying 
‘than furprizing to me ; who have found fo few men 
"pf worth in the courfe of my acquaintance, that ■ they ferve only as exceptions ; which, in the gram- 

' marian’s phrafe, confirm and prove a general canon —I know you will fay, G. H faw unperfe&ly 
through the mift of prejudice, and 1 am rankled 

: hy the fpleen—Perhaps, you are partly in the right; 
for I have perceived that my opinion of mankind, 
like mercury in the thermometer, rifes and falls 
according to the variations of the weather. 
. Pray fettle accounts with Barnes; take what 
imoney of mine is in his hands, and give him ac- 
•quittance. If you think Davis has flock or credit 

; i ienough to do juftice to the farm, give him a dif- 
I ;charge for the rent that is due : this will animate his ■! induftry; for I know that nothing is fo difeourag- 
sing to a farmer, as the thoughts of being in arrears 

with 
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•with his landlord. He becomes difpirited, andnei 
gle&s his labour ; and fo tb<? farm goes to wrecl^ r 
Tabby has been clamouring for feme days aboii > 
the lamb’s (kin, which Williams, the hind, begj i 
ged of me, when he was lafl: at Bath. Pr’ythei 
take it back, paying the fellow the full value of it ; 
that I may have fome peace in my own houfe ; anc r 
let him keep his own counfel, if he m^ans to keej 
his place—O ! I fhall never prefume to defpife ot i 
cenfure any poor man, for fuft'ering himfelf to ba !i 
henpecked ; confcious how I myfeif am obliged to y 
truckle toadomeftic daemon; even though (blefiect-. 
be God) Ihe ’"s not yoked with me for life, in th< 
matrimonial waggon She has quarrelled with! 
the fervants of the houfe about vails; and 'hch in- y 
tolerable fcolding enfued on both fides, that I have y 
been fain to appeafe the cook and chamber-maid y 
by Health. Can’t you find fome poor gentleman f 
of Wales, to take this precious commodity off the y 
hands of yours, 
Bath, May 19. M. Bramble, ti 

To Dr. Lewis. 
DocterLews, 

GIVE me leaf to tell you, methinks you] 
mought employ your talons better, than to encou-; t 
rage fervams to pillage their mailers 1 find by j r 
Gwyllim, that Viliiams has got my (kin; for!: 
which he is an impotent rafeal. He has not only 
got my fkin, but, moreover, my butter-milk to fat- ■ 
ten his pigs; and, I fuppofe, the next thing he gets, ]j 
will be my pad to carry his daughter to church and ] 
fair: Roger gets this, and Roger gets that ; but I’d 
have you to know, I won’t be rogered at this rate 
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* by any ragmatical fellow in the kingdom—And I 
( am furprized, do&or Lews, you would offer to put 
limy affairs in compofition with the refuge and fkim 
of the hearth. I have toiled and moyled to a good 

rpurpufs, for the advantage of Matt’s family, if I 
i)can’t fafe as much owl as will make me an under 
^petticoat. As for the butter-milk, ne’er a pig in 

4 the parifh fhall thruft his fnout in it, with my good 
11 will. There’s a famous phyfician at the Hot Well, 
ulthat prefcribes it to his patience, when the cafe is 
ticonfumptive; and the Scots and Irifh have begun 
ito drink it already, in fuch quantities, that there 
s is not a drop left for the hogs in the whole neigh- 
ibourhood of Briflol. I’ll have our buttermilk bar- 
> relied up, and fent twice a week to Aberginny, 
rwhere it may be fold for a halfpenny the quart; 
1 and fo Roger may carry his pigs to another mar- 
3 ket—I hope, Doftor, you will not go to put any 
t bore fuch phims in my brother’s head, to the pre- 
judice of my pockat ; but rather give me fome rai- 
jfins (which hitherto you have not done) to fub- 

s fcribe myfelf 
your humble fervant, 

ilfeath. May 19. Tabitha Bramblk. 

To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jefus college, 
Oxon. 

‘ DEAR PHILLIPS, : WITHOUT waiting for your anfwer to my 
! jaft, I proceed to give you an account of our jour- 

!iey to London, which has not been wholly barren 
, ?f adventure. Tuefday lafl, the ’fquire took his 
1 ^lace in a hired coach and four, accompanied by iis fifter and mine, and Mrs. Tabby’s maid, Wi- 

aifred Jenkins, whofe province it was to fupport 
Chowder 
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Chowder on a cufliion in her lap. I could fcarc« 
refrain from laughing, when I looked into the ve- * 
hide, and faw that animal fitting oppofite to m) 
uncle, like any other paflenger. The ’fquire, a- 
fhamed of his fituation, blufhed to the eyes: and 
calling to the poftillions to drive on, pulled the glafs 11 

up in my face. I, and his fervant John Thomas] i; 

attended them on horfeback. 
Nothing worth mentioning occurred, till we ar-f r 

rived on the edge of Marlborough Downs. There r 
one of the four horfes fell, in going down hill at a 
round trot; and the poftillion behind, endeavouril1 
ing to flop the carriage, pulled it on one fide inta®' 
a deep mt, where it was fairly overturned. I hadj® 
rode on about two hundred yards before ; but,11 

hearing a loud fcream, galloped back and dif-* r 
mounted, to give what affiftance was in my poweri 
When I looked into the coach, I could fee nothing 1 

diftinSly, but the nether end of Jenkins, who was] I 
kicking her heels and fqualhng with great vocife'*: ^ 
ration. All on a fudden, my uncle thrull: up his P? 
bare pate, and bolted through the window, as nim- ! 

ble as a grafhopper, having made ufe of poorlj' 
Win’s pofteriors as a flep to rife in his afcent—*!L 

The man (who had likewife quitted his horfe|1 

dragged this forlorn damfel, more dead than alive, 1 

through the fame opening. Then Mr. Bramble, | 
pulling the door off its hinges with a jerk, laid ' 
hold on Liddy’s arm, and brought her to the light;;; 
very much frighted, but little hurt. It fell to my 
fliare to deliver our aunt Tabitha, who had lolt; 
her cap in the flruggle; and being rather more* 1 
than half frantic, with rage and terror, was no 
bad reprefentation of one of the filler Furies that 
guard the gates of hell—She exprefled no fort of i 
concern for her brother, who ran about in the cold, 
without his periwig, and worked with the moft af-1 
tonilhing agility, in helping to disentangle the hor- 
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fes from the carmge : but fhe cried* in a tone of 
iiftra£tion, “ Chowder! Chowder! my dear 
* Chowder! my poor Chowder is certainly killed.,, 

This was not the cafe—Chowder, after having 
Lore my uncle’s leg in the confufion of the fall, had 
retreated under the feat, and from thence the foot- 
man drew him by the neck ; for which good office 
re bit his fingers to the bone. The fellow, who 
^ naturally furly, was fo provoked at this affault, 
hat he faluted his ribs with a hearty kick, exclaim- 
ng, “ Damn the nally fon of a bitch, and them 
* that he belongs to!” A benedi&ion, which was 
>y no means loft upon the implacable virago his 
niftrefs.—Her brother, however, prevailed upon 

, icr, to retire into a peafant’s houfe, near the fcene 
f aftion, where his head and hers were covered, 

, md poor Jenkins had a fit Our next care was 
. p apply fome ftieking-plaifter to the wound in his ■ Sg, which exhibited the impreffion of Chowder’s 
' seth ; but he never opened his lips againft the de- 
, Jnquent Mrs. Tabby, alarmed at this fcene, 
, f You fay nothing. Matt (cried fhe) ; but I know 
,5; your mind—I know the fpite you have to that 

_; poor unfortunate animal! I know you intend to j take his life away!” “ You are miftaken, upon : my honour! (replied the ’fquire, with a farcaf- 
tic fmile) I fhouldbe incapable of harbouring any 

," fuch cruel defign againft an objeft fo amiable and 
... \ inoffenfive ; even if he had not the happinefs to 
J: be your favourite.” 

i1, John Thomas was not fo delicate. The fellow, 
... rhether really alarmed for his life, or inftigated by 

ae defire of revenge, came in, and bluntly de- 
landed, that the dog fhould be put to death; on 

[j se fuppofition, that if ever he fhould run mad 
j sreafter, he, who had been bit by him, would be 

... fe&ed—My unHe calmly argued upon the abfur- 
; rty of his opinion, obferving, that he himfelf was 

in 
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in the fame predicament, and would certainly take 
the precaution he propofed, if he was not fure he 
ran no rifque of infedion. Neverthelefs, Thomas 
continued obftinate ; and, at length, declared, thair 
if the dog was not fhot immediately, he himfell p 
would be his executioner—This declaration open- ' 
ed the flood-gates of Tabby’s eloquence, which " 
would have fhamed the firft rate oratrefs of Billingf- * 
gate. The footman retorted in the fame ftile ; and ? 
the ’fquire difmifled him from his fervice, after * 
having prevented me from giving him a good horfe-'1 
whipping for his infolence. 

The coach being adjufted, another difficulty oc-j™ 
curred—Mrs. Tabitha abfolutely refufed to enter;" 
it again, unlefs another driver could be found tq< 
take the place of the poftillion; who, fhe affirmed, ' 
had overturned the carriage from malice afore- 
thought—After much difpute, the man refigned 
his place to a fhabby country fellow, who under- ‘‘ 
took to go as far as Marlborough, where they could ‘ 
be better provided ; and at that place we arrived J 
about one o’clock, without farther impediment, h 
Mrs. Bramble, however, found new matter of of- : < 
fence; which, indeed, fhe had a particular genius ' for extra&ing at will from almoft every incident in 11 

life. We had fcarce entered the room at Marlbo- ■ 
rough, where we flayed to dine, when fhe exhibi- ' 
ted a formal complaint againft the poor fellow who h 
had fuperfeded the poffillion. She faid, he was ?! 
fuch a beggarly rafcal, that he had ne’er a fliirt to ‘ 
h:s back; and had the impudence to fhock her 
fight by fhewing his bare pofteriors, for which a& ?' of indelicacy he dcfetved to be fet in the flocks. !1. 
Mrs. Winifred Jenkins confirmed the aflerrion, 
w th refpeft to his nakednefs, obferving, at the;*i 
fame time, that he had a fkin as fair as alabafter. “ This! t 
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** This is a heinous offence, indeed, (cried my x< uncle) let us hear what the fellow has to fay in 

fi his own vindication.” He was accordingly fum- 
moned and made his appearance, which was e- 
qnally queer and pathetic. He feemed to be about 
twenty years of age, of a middling fize, with bandy 
tegs. Hooping fhoulders, high forehead, fandy 
ocks, pinking eyes, flat nofe, and long chin— 
but his complexion was of a fickly yellow: his looks 

, denoted famine; and the rags that he wore, could 
. lardly conceal what decency requires to be cover- 

1 ;d My uncle, having furveyed him attentively, 
j aid, with an ironical expreffion in his countenance, e An’t you afhamed, fellow, to ride poftilion with- 
3 ‘ out a (hirt to cover your backfide from the view 

‘ of the ladies in the coach ?” “ Yes, I am, an 
. *e pleafe your noble honour (anfwered the man) ; 

f but neceffity has no law, as the faying is—And 
‘ more than that, it was an accident—My breeches 

jcracked behind, after I had got into the faddle.—” 
jYou’re an impudent varlet, (cried Mrs. Tabby) 

for prefuming to ride before perfons of fafhion 
. f without a Hurt—” “ I am fo, an pleafe your 
i P worthy ladyfhip (faid he) ; but I’m a poor Wilt- 
. 4 fhire lad.—I ha’nt a fhirt in the world, that I 4 can call my own, nor a rag of clothes, an pleafe 4 your ladyfhip, but what yon fee—I have no 4 friend, nor relat on upon earth to help me out— 
; 

4 I have had the fever and ague thefe fix months, 
5 j4 and fpent all I had in the world upon doftors, 
. 4 and to keep foul and body together; and, aving 
. ;4 your ladyfhip’s good prefence, I ha’n’t broke 

[‘ bread thefe four and twenty hours—” 
I Mrs Bramble, turning from him, faid, fhe had 

,1! (ever feen fuch a filthy tatterdemalion, and bid 
aim begone; obferving, that he would fill the room 

| iill of vermin—Her brother darted a figntneant 
j glance at her, as fhe retired with Liddy into ano- 

ther 
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ther apartment ; and then afked the man if he wa i 
known to any perfon in Marlborough ?—When ha 
ar.fwered, that the landlord of the inn had knowr ( 
him from his infancy; mine hoft was immediately ■ 
called, and being interrogated on the fubjeQ:, de- . 
dared that the young fellow’s name was Humphrey 
Clinker. That he had been a love-begotten babe, I 
brought up in the work-houfe, and put out api L 
prentice by the parifh to a country black-fmith,,! 
who died before the boy’s time was out: that he ■ 
had for feme time worked under his oftler, as a! e 
helper and extra-poftilion, till he was taken ill ol 
the ague, which difabled him from getting his jf bread : that, having fold or pawned every thing he s* 
had in the world for his cure and fubfiftence, he: . 
became fo miferable and fhabby, that he difgraced i- 
the liable, and was difmifled ; but that he never ' 
heard any thing to the prejudice of his chara&er ia - 
other refpe&s. “ So that the fellow being lick 

and dellitute, (faid my uncle) you turned him > te out to die in the ftreets.” “ I pay the poor’s ; “ rate (replied the other), and I have no right to ip 
«£ maintain idle vagrants either in ficknefs or i te health : befides, fuch a miferable objtfl: would > 
** have brought a diferedit upon my houfe—” 

“ You perceive (faid the ’fquire turning to me) 
our landlord is a Chriftian of bowels—Who lhall ,c preiume to cenfure the morals of the age when , « the very publicans exhibit fuch examples of t t( humanity ? Hark ye, Clinker, you are a i 

“ moll notorious offender—You Hand convifled 
“ of ficknefs, hunger, wretchedrefs and want— <x But, as it does not belong to me to punilh cri- ■ 

minals, I will only take upon me the talk of tc giving you a word of advice Get a Hurt j “ with all convenient difpalch, that your naked- 1 

*< nefs may not henceforward give offence to tra- “ veiling , 
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“ veiling gentlewomen, efpecially maidens in 

« years—” 
So faying, he put a guinea in the hand of the 

poor fellow, who flood flaring at him in filence, 
with his mouth wide open, till the landlord pufli- 
ed him out of the room. 

In the afternoon, as our aunt ftept into the 
coach, (he obferved, with feme marks of latisfac- 

,tion, that the poftillion, who rode next to her, wat 
not a fhabby wretch like the ragamuffin who had 
drove them to Marlborough. Indeed, the dif- 
ference was very confpicuous: this was a fmart fel- 
low, with a narrow brimmed hat, with gold cord- 
ing, a cut bob, a decent blue jacket, leather 
breeches, and a clean linen fhirt, puffed above 
the waift-band. When we arrived at the caftle on 
Spin-hill, where we lay, this new poftillion was re- 
markably afliduous, in bringing in the loofe par- 

! cels ; and, at lengh, difplayed the individual coun- 
! tenance of Humphry Clinker, who had metamor- 
phofed himfelf in this manner, by relieving from 

! pawn part of his own deaths, with the money he 
had received from Mr. Bramble. 

Howfoever pleafed the reft of the company were 
with fuch a favourable change in the appearance 
of this poor creature, it foured on the ftomach of Mrs Tabby, who had not yet digefted the affront 
of his naked fkin She toffed her nofe in dif- 
dain, faying, fhe fuppofed her brother had taken 

: him into favour, becaufe he had infulted her with 
his obfeenity ; that a fool and his money were 

! foon parted but that if Matt, intended to take 
^the fellqw with him to London, ftie would not 

] .go a fqot further that way——My uncle faid no- thing with, his tongue, though his looks were fui- 
, 1 ficiently expreflive; and next morning Clinke- 

did not appear, fo that we proceeded without fur- 
i ther altercation to Salt-hill, where we propofed 
" Vol. I F t* 
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to dine—There, the firft peri'on that came to thJ 
fide of the coach, and began to adjuft the foolj: 
board, was no other than Humphry Clinker.  
When I handed out Mrs. Bramble, fhe eyed hitlf 
with a furious look, and paffed into the houfe 1 
My uncle was embarrafled, and alked him peevifltl 
ly what had brought him hither? The felloJ 
faid, his honour had been fo good to him, that hi 
had not the heart to part with him; that he woul f 
fellow him to the world’s end, and ferve him d ; 
the days of his life without fee or reward— 
' Mr. Bramble did not know whether to ehide 0; 1 

. laugh at this declaration-^-He forefaw much con^ 
tradition: on the fide of Tabby ; and, on theothel ■ 
hand, he could not but be pleafed with the grati ; 
tude of Clu ker, as well as with the fimplicity o: 
his chara&er—“ Suppofe I was inclined to take f 
“ you into my fervice, (faid: he) what are your; “ qualifications? what are yon good for” “ An 
“ pleafe your honour,' (arfwered this driginal) ]* 
“ can read and write, and do the bufinefs of the . 

flable indifferent well— I can drefs a hor'e, and If 
“ fhoe him, and bleed and rowel him ; and as for 
“ the praftife of fow-gelding, I won’t turn my r 
“ back on e’er a he in the county of Wilts—Then * 
“ I can make hog’s puddings and hob nails, mend 
“ kettles, and tin fauce-pans—” Here uncle burflr 
out a laughing ; and enquired, what other accom- 
plfhments he was mafter of—“ I know fome- 
“ thingof a fingle-fiick, andp'falmody, (proceeded 

Clinker) I can play upon the jew’s-harp, fing 
“ Black-ey’d Sufan, ' Art hur o’Bradley and clivers 
“ ether fongs ; 1 can dance a Welfh jig, and 
« Nancy, Dawfon; wreflle a fall with any lad of 

my inches, when I’m in heart ; andi under cor-l 
“ refticn, I can find a hare when your honour! 
« wants a bit of game.” ‘‘ Foregad ! thou art a j 

“ complete! 
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<e complete fellow, (cried my uncle, ftill laugh- 

ing) I have a good mind to take thee into my <c family Pr’ythee, go and try if thou caml 
“ make peace with my filler Thou haft given 
If* her much offence by fhewing her thy naked 
'** tail.” 
1 Clinker accordingly followed us into the room, 
cap in hand, where, addrefling himfelf to Mrs. 
Tabuha, “ May it pleafe your ladylhip’s worfhip ■* (cried he) to pardon and forgive my offences, 
f* and, with God’s afliftance, I fliali take care that r‘ my tail ftiall never rife up in judgment againft 

j!‘ me, to offend your ladyfhip again—Do, pray, 
* good, fweet, beautiful lady, take compaflion 
‘ on a poor finner—God bit;: your noble cbun- 

tenance ; I am fure you are too hard le-ne and 
f generous to bear malice—I will fcrveyou on rny ef bended knees, by night and by day, by land 
* and by water; and all for the love and pleafure 

, * of ferving fuch an excellent lady—” 
This compliment and humiliation had fome ef- 

, e6l upon Tabby ; but fne made no reply ; and 
^linker, taking filence for confent, gave his atten- 
' dnce at dinner. The fellow’s natural awkward- 
•' efs and the flutter of his fpirits were produftive 
$ if repeated blunders in the courfe of his attendance 
j (rAt lengdi, he fpilt part of a cuftard upon her ght ffioulder ; and ftarting back, trod upon 
' "howder, who fet up a difmal howl Poor 
’ fumphry was fo difconcerted at this double mif- 

‘ ,ke that he dropt the china difti, which broke into 
5 thoufand pieces; then, falling down upon his 
j bees, remained in that pofture gaping, with a 

1 |cft ludicrous afpeft of diftrefs Mrs. Bramble 0 Uw to the dog, and, fnatching him in her arms, 
j’efented him to her brother, faying, “ This is r' j a:l a concerted fcheme againft this unfortunate 

' j animal, whofe only crime is its regard for me— 
' F 2 “Here 



“ Here it is: kill it at once: and then you’ll bi, 
“ fatisfied.” i 

Clinker, hearing thefe words, and taking theri 
in the literal acceptation, got up in fome hurryjf and, feizing a knife from the fide-board, crieq^ 
‘‘ Not here, an pleafe your ladylhip—it will dau:i 
“ the room—Give him to me and I’ll carry hin 

in the ditch by the road fide—” To this pros) 
pofal he received no other anfwer, than a heart!; 
box on the ear, that made him flagger to the othej 
fide of the room. “ What ! (faid (he to her bra. 
“ ther) am I to be affronted by every mangy houn| 
“ that you pick up in the highway ? I infill upt 
“ on your fending this rafcallion about his buffo 
“ nefs immediately—” “ For God’s fake, fiflet ; 
“ cc-mpofe yourfelf, (faid my uncle) and confided; “ that the poor fellow is innocent of any intentil, 

on to give you offence ” “ Innocent as th 
“ babe unborn”—(cried Humphry.) “ I iee 
“ plainly, (exclaimed this implacable maiden) h 
“ a£ls by your direflion ; and you are refolved (jl 
** fupport him in his impudence—This is a bal 
“ return for all the fervices I have done you ; ft 
“ nurfing you :n your ficknefs, managing yoi 
<* family, and keeping you from ruining yourfe . 
“ by your own imprudence But now you fhal 
“ part wi i rhat rafeal or me, upon the fpot, witl j . ‘‘ out t: ith r lofs of time ; and the world fhall ftfr..' 

whether you have more regard for your ow 
flefh and bleed, or for a beggarly foundlinjj. 

“ taken from the dunghill—” 
Mr. Bramble’s eyes began to gliflen, and h 

teeth to chatter. “ If flated fairly, (laid he, rai 
ing his voice) the queflion is, whether I hav.f. fpirit to fhake off an intollerable yoke, by or 

‘‘ effort of refolution, or meannefs enough »o c 
“ an afl: of cruelty and injuflice, to gratify tl 
«« rancour of a capiicious woman Hark j “ 
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r alternative in my turn—Either difcard your four- fl ** footed favourite, or give me leave to bid you 

eternally adieu—For I am determined that he ,*'f and I fhall live no longer under the fame roof; 
and now to dinner with what appetite you may—’* 3 Thunder-ftruck at this declaration, fhe fat down :t in a corner; and, after a paufe of fome minutes. 
Sure I don’t underftand you, Matt! (faid flie)’* ll<c And yeti 1 poke in plain Englifh—” anfwered 

"the’fquire, with a peremptory look. <£ Sir, (re- il“ fumed this virago, effe&ually humbled) it is 
rte your prerogative to command, and my duty to 11 “ obey. I can’t difpofe of the dog in this place ; !lltt but if you’ll allow him to go in the coach to 
“ London, I give you my word, he fhall never 1 <( trouble you again—” 

“j Her brother, entirely difarmed by this mild re- 
ply, declared, fhe could afk him nothing inreafon 

* that he would refufe ; adding, “ 1 hope, fifler, 1 “ you have never found me deficient in natural af- 1 ‘‘f fettion.” Mrs. Tabitha immediately rofe, and, 
* throwing her arms about his neck, kifled him on 
> the cheek : he returned her embrace with great 
‘ emotion, Liddy fobbed. Win. Jenkins cackled. 

Chowder capered, and Clinker fkipped about, 
S Tubbing his hands for Joy of this reconciliation. 

Concord being thus reftored, we finifhed our 
meal with comfort; and in the evening arrived at ■London, without having met with any other ad- 
venture. My aunt feems to be much mended by 
the hint fhe received from her brother. She has 
been gracioufly pleafed to remove her difpleafure 

[from Clinker, who is now retained as a footman ; ■and in a day or twb will make his appearance in a new fuit of livery ; but as he is little acquainted 
with London, we have taken an occafional valet, 

F 3 whom 
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whom I intend hereafter to hire as my own fervant. 
We lodge in Golden-fquare, at the houie of one 
Mrs. Norton, a decent fort of a woman, who takes 
great pains to make us all eafy. My unde pro- 
pofes to make a circuit of all the remarkable fcenes 
of this metropolis, for the entertainm ent of his 
pupils ; but as both you and I are already acquaint- 
ed with moft of thofe he will vifit, ai d with fome 
others he little dreams of, I fhall only communi- 
cate what ■will be in feme mcafure new to your ob- fervation. Remember me to our jefuitical friends, 
and believe me ever, Dear knight, 

yours affedlionately 
London, May 24. J. Melford. 

To Dr. Lewis. 
DEAR DOCTOR, , 

LONDON is literally new to me ; new in its 
ftreets, houfes, and even in its fituation ; as the 
Irifhman faid, “ London is now'gone out of town.” 
What I left open fields, producing hay and corn, 
I now find covered with ftreets, and Iquares, and 
palaces, and churches. I am credibly informed 
that in the fpace of ieven years, eleven thoufand 
new houfes have been built in one quarter of Weft- 
minfter, exclufive of what is daily added to other 
parts of this unweildy metropolis. Pimlico and 
Knb/htfbridge are now almoft joined to Chtliea 
and Kenfington ; and if this infatuation continues 
for half a century, I fuppofe the whole county of 
Middlefex will be covered with brick. 

It muft be allowed, indeed for the credit of the 
prelept age, that London and Weftminfter are much 
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1 much better paved and lighted than they were for- 
: merly. The new ftreets are fpacious, regular and 
:airy; and the houfes generally convenient. The 

.: bridge at Biackfriars is a noble monument of tafte 
land public fpirit—I wonder how they flumbled up- 
on a work of fuch magnificence and utility. But, 

, notwithftanding thefe improvements, the capital is 
. become an overgrown moiifter ; which, like a 

dropfical head, will in time leave the body and ex- 
tremities without nourithment and fupport. The 
abfurdity^j«cvill appear in its full force, when wre 

iconfider, that one fixth part of the natives of this 
‘whole extenfive kingdom, is crowded within the 
bills of Mortality. What wonder that our vil- 
lages are depopulated, and our farms in want of 
day-labourers ? The abolition of fmall farms, is 
but one caufe of the decreafe of population. In- 
deed the incredible increafe of hories and black 
cattle, to anfwer the purpofes of luxury, requires 
a prodigious quantity of hay and grabs, which are 
raifed and managed whhout much labour ; but a 
Humber of hands will always be wanted for the 
different branches of agriculture, whether the 
farms be large or fmall. The tide of luxury has 
fwept all the inhabitants from the open country— 
The pooreft ’iquire, as Well as the richeft peer, 
muft have his' houfe in town, and make a figure 
with an extraordinary number of domeftics. The 
>lough-boys, cow-herds, and lower hinds, are de- 
bauched and feduced by the appearance and dif- 
pourfe of thofe coxcombs in livery, when they 
make their fummer excurfions. They defert their 
dirt and drudgery, and fwarm up to London, in 
topes of getting into fervice, where they can live 
tuxurioufly and wear fine clothes, without being 
sbliged to work ; for idlenefs is natural to man— 

ttGreat numbers of thefe, being difappomted in their 
citxpe&ation, become thieves and fharpers; and 
iF 4 London 
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London being an immenfe wildernefs, in whicb j: 
there is neither watch nor ward of any fignificati- | 
on, nor any order or police, affords them lurking- I. 
places as well as prey. 

There are many caufes that contribute to the I 
daily-increale of this enormous mafs^ but they r 
may be all refolved into the grand fource of luxury nr. 
and corruption—About five and twenty years ago, k 
very few, even of the mcft opulent citizens of H; 
London, kept any equipage, or even any fervants : 
in livery. Their tables produced nothing but plain 
boiled and roafted, with a bottle of port and a 
tankard of beer. At prefent, every trader in any 
degree of credit, every broker and attorney, main- 
tains a couple of footmen, a coachman and pof- ! 
tillion. He has his town-houfe, and his country- 
houfe, his coach, and his poftchail'e. His wife and 
daughters appear in the richeft fluff’s, befpangled i 
with diamonds. They frequent the court, the < 
opera, the theatre, and the mafquerade. They ■ 
hold affemblies at their own houies: they make 
fumptuous entertainments, and treat with the rich- 
eft wines of Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Cham- pagne. The fubftantial tradefman, who wont to If 
pais his evenings at the ale-houfe for four-pence 
half penny, now fpends three fhillings at the ta- 
vern, while his wife keeps card-tables at home ; 
fhe muff; likewife have fine clothes, her chaife, or i 
pad, with country lodgings, and go three times a 
week to public diverfions. Every clerk, appren- 
tice, and even waiter of tavern or CofFee-houfe, maintains a gelding by himfelf, or in partnerfhip, 
and aflumes the air and apparel of a petit maitre— • 
The gayeft places of public entertainment are fill- 
ed with fafhionable figures; which, upon enquiry, 
will be found to be journeymen taylors, ferving- 
men, and abigails, difguifed like their betters. 

In fhort, there is no diftin&ion or fubordination * 
left—The different departments of life are jum-t bled l 
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bled together—The hod-carrier, the low mechanic, 
the tapfter, the publican, the Ihop-keeper, the petti- 
fogger, the citizen, and courtier, all tread upon the 
kibes of one another: a&uated by the demons of 
profligacy and licentioufnefs, they are feen every 
where, rambling, riding, rolling, ruthing, juftling, 
mixing, bouncing, cracking, and crafhing in one 
vile ferment of ftupidity and corruption—All is tu- 
mult and hurry; one would imagine they were im- 
pelled by fome diforder of the brain, that will not 
fuffer them to be at reft. The foot-paffengers run 
along as if they were purfued by bailiffs. The porters 

| and chairmen trot with their burdens. People, 
who keep their own equipages, drive through the 
ftreets at full fpeed. Even citizens, phyficians, and 
apothecaries, glide in their chariots like lightning. 
The hackney-coachmen make their horfes fmoke, 
and the pavement (hakes under them ; and I have 

' a&ually feen a waggon pafs through Piccadilly at 
the hand-gallop. In a word, the whole nation 
feems to be running out of their wits, 

i The diverfions of the times are not ill-fuited to 
the genius of this incongrous monfter, called the 
public. Give it noife, confufion, glare, and glit- 
ter ; it has no idea of elegance and propriety  
What are the amufements at Ranelagh ? One half 

- of the company are following one another’s tails, 
, in an eternal circle j like fo many blind affes in an 

\ olive-mill; where they can neither difcourfe, dif- 
tinguifh, nor be diftinguiftied ; while the other half 

r are drinking hot water, under the denomination of 
f tea, till nine or ten o'clock at night, to keep them 
] awake for the reft of the evening. As for the or- 
) cheftra, the vocal mufick efpecially, it is wel| foj? 

the performers that they cannot be heard diftinfily. 
I Vauxhall is a compofition of baubles, overcharged 

with paltry ornaments, ill-conceived, and . poorly 
executed ; without ary unity of defign, or pro. 

E 5 prie 
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priety of difpofition. It is an unnatural affembly 
of objetts, fantaftica'ly illuminated in broken maf- 
fes; feemingly contrived to dazzle the eyes and di- 
vert the imagination of the vulgar—Here a woo- 
den lion, there .a ftone ftatue ; in one place, a 
range of things like coffee-houfe boxes, covered i 
atop ; in another, a parcel of ale-houfe benche’s j L 
in a third, a puppet fhew reprefentation of a tin> |ir 
cafcade ; in a fourth, a gloomy cave of a circular 1 
form, like a fepulchral vault half-lighted; in a t 
fifth, a fcanty flip of grafs-plat, that would not f 
afford pafture fufficient for an afs’s colt. Thfr a- 
walks, which nature feems to have intended for v 
folitude, fhade, and filence, are filled with crowds 
of noify people, fucking up the nodlurnal rheums r 
of an aguifh climate ; and through thefe gay fcenes, t 
a few lamps glimmer like fo many farthing candles., tc 

When I fee a number of well drefled people, of ),< 
both fexes, fitting on the covered benches, expof- r 
ed to the eyes of the mob; and, which is worfe* t, 
to the cold, raw, night-air, devouring fliced beef, t 
and fwilling port, and punch, and cider, I can’t $ 
help compaflionating their temerity, while I def- k 
pife their want of taftei and decorum ; but, when W 
they conrfe along thofe damp and gloomy walks, or i, 
crowd together upon the wet gravel, without any j, 
other cover than the cope of Heaven, liftening to if 
a fong, which one half of them cannot poffibly y 
hear, how can I help fuppofing they are actually 
poflefled by a fpirit more abiurd and pernicious f 
than any thing we meet with in the precin&s of ( 
Bedlam ? In all probability, the proprietors of ( this, and other public gardens of inferior note, i 
in the fkirts of the metropolis, are, in tome fhape,. , 
connefled with the faculty of phyfic, and the com- pany of undertakers; for, confidering that eager- ! 
n.efs in the- puri'uit of what is called pleafuie, , 
which now predominates through every rank and • j 
denomination of life, I am perfuaded, that mere . 

gouts, ; 
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gouts, rheumatifms, catarrhs, and confumptions 
are caught in thefe no£hirnal paftimes, fub die, 

. than from all the rifques ahd accidents to which a 
life of toil ard danger is expofed. 

Thefe and other obfervations, which I have 
made in this excmfion, will fhorten my flay at 
London, and fend me back with a double rehfh to 
my folitude and mountains; but I fhall return by 
a different route from that which brought me to 
town. I have feen fome old friends, who con- 
ftantly refided in this virtuous metropolis, but they 
arei fa changed in manners, and difpofition, that 
we hardly know or care for one another' In our 
journey from Bath, my fifter Tabby provoked me 
into a tranfport of paffion; during which, like a 
man who has drank himfelf pot valiant, I talked 
to her in fuch a ftile of authority and refolution, as 

produced a moft bleffed effe£h She and her dog 
'have been remarkably quiet and orderly, ever fince 11 this expoftulation. How long this agreeable calm 
will laft, Heaven above knows—I flatter myfelf 

sthe exercife of travelling has been of fervice to my 
"health; a circumftance, which encourages me to 
'proceed in my projefted expedition to the North. 
But 1 muff, in the mean time, for the benefit and 
amufement of my pupils, explore the depths of 
this chaos; this mifhapen and monftrous capital, 
without head or tail, members or proportion. 

Thomas was fo inhlent to my fifter on the road, 
that I was obliged to turn him off abruptly, betwixt 
Chippenham and Marll orough, where our coach ;was overturned. The feilow was always fullen and 
jfelfifh ; but, if he fhould return to the country, 
jyou may give him a chara&er for honefty and fo- 
.briety; and, provided he behaves with proper re- 
dpedt to the family, let Vim have a couple of 
guineas in the name of yours alwayr* 

3 London, May 29. M att. Bramb le. 
T* 
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To Mifs LjEtitia Willis, at Glouceften 
MY DEAR LETTY, 

INEXPRESSIBLE was the pleafure I receiv- 
ed from yours of the 25th, which was fafl night i 
put into my hands by Mrs. Brentwood, the milli- 1< 
ner, from Gloucefter—I rejoice to hear that my ' ' 
worthy governefs is in good health, and, ftill more,, 
that fhe no longer retains any difpleafure towards a 
her poor Liddy, I am forry you have loft the fo- 
ciety of the agreeable mifs Vaughan ; but, I hope, 
you won’t have caufe much longer to regret the • 
departure of your fchool companions, as I make 
no doubt but your parents will, in a little time, 
bring you into the world, where you are fo well f 
qualified to make a diftinguifhed figure. When i- 
that is the cafe, I flatter myfelf you and I fhall 
meet again, and be happy together; and even im- 
prove the friendfhip which we contra&ed in our v 
tender years—This at leaft I can promife—It fhall r 
not be for the want of my utmoft endeavours, i£ ' tl 
our intimacy does not continue for life. 

About five days ago we arrived in London, after | 
an eafy journey from Bath ; during which, how- 
ever, we were overturned, and met with fome |' 
other little incidents, which had like to have occa- 
fioned a mifunderftanding betu ixt my uncle and 
aunt; but now, thank God, they are happily re- 
conciled; we live in harmony together, and every | 
day make parties to fee the wonders of this vaft 
metropolis, which, however, I cannot pretend to j 
defcribe ; for I have not as yet ften one hundredth | 
part of its curiofities, and I am quite in a maze of l 
admiration. The 
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The cities of London and Weftminfter are 

fpread out into an incredible extent. The ftreets, 
fquares, rows, lanes, and alleys, are innumera- 
ble. Palaces, public buildings, and churches, rife 
in every quarter; and among thefe laft, St. Paul’s 
appears with the moft aftonifhing preeminence. 
They fay it is not fo large as St. Peter’s at Rome ; 
but, for my own part, I can have no idea of any 
earthly temple more grand and magnificent. 

But even thefe fuperb objedfs are not fp ftriking 
as the crowds of people that fwarm in the ftreets. 
I at firft imagined, that fome great affembly was 
juft difmifled, and wanted to ftand afide till the 
multitude Ihould pafs; but this human tide con- 
tinues to flow, without interruption or abatement, 
from morn till night. Then there is fuch an in- 

| finity of gay equipages, coaches, chariots, chaifes, 
and other carriages, continually rolling and /hitt- 
ing before your eyes, that one’s head grows giddy 
looking at them ; and the imagination is quite con- 
founded with fplendour and variety. Nor is the 

' profpedt by water lefs grand and aftoni/hing than 
that by land : you fee three ftupendous bridges, 
joining the oppofite banks of a broad, deep, and 
rapid river ; fo vaft, fo ftately, fo elegant, that 
they feem to be the work of giants t betwixt them, 
the whole furface of the Thames is covered with 
fmall veffels, barges, boats, and wherries, palling 
to and fro; and below the three bridges, .fuch a 

; prodigious foreft of mails, for miles together, that 
| you would think all the Ihips in the univerfe were 
1 here affembled. All that you read of wealth and 
| grandeur in the Arabian Night’s Entertainment, 

J> and the Perfian Tales, concerning Bagdad, Diar- 
bekir, Damafcus, Ifpahan, and Samarkand, is 

j here realized. 
Ranelagh looks like the inchanted palace of a 

j.. genie, adorned with the moft exquifite performan- 
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ces "of painting, carving, and gilding, enlightened 
with a thoufand golden lampf, that emulate the 
rccn-day lun; crowded with the great, the rich, 
th- gay, the happy, and the fair; glittering with 
cloth of gold and filver, lace, embroidery, and: 
precions hones. While thefe exulting fens and 
daughters of felicity tread this round of pltafure, or regale in -different parties, and feparate lodges, 
with fne imperial tea and other delicious refrefh- 
mems, their ears are entertained with the moft ra- 
vifhing delights of mufick, both i.nftrumental and 
vocal. There I feard the famous Tenducci, a 
thing from Italy—It looks for all the -world like a 
man, though they fay it is not.—The voice, to be 
fure,- is neither man’s nor woman’s; but it is more 
melodious than either ; and it warbled fo divinely,, 
that, while I liftened, I really thought myfelf in 
paradife. 

At nine o’clock, in a charming moon-light even- 
ing, we embarked at Rantlagh for Vauxhall, in 
a wherry, fo light and {lender, that we looked 
like fo many fairies failing in a nut-fliell. My un- 
cle, being apprehenfive of catching cold upon the 
water, went round in the coach, and my aunt 
would have accompanied him, but he would not 
/offer me to go by water if fhe went by land ; and- 
therefore Ihe favoured us with her company, as fhe 
perceived 1 had a curicfity to make this agreeable 
voyage—After all, the \effel was fufficiently load- | ed ; for, befides the watermen, there was my bro- 
il cr Jery, ard a friend of his, one Mr. Barton, a 
country gentleman, of a goed fortune, who had 
dred at our heufe—The plea fure of this little ex- 
ciHlion v ns, he wever, damped, by my being fad-' j 1y frighted at cut landingwhere there was a ter- I 
rible ccnuificn of wherries, ard a crowd cf people bawling, and fwearirg, and e(uarrelling: ray, a 
parcel of uelv-leching fellows came running into ; 
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the water, and laid hold on our boat with great vi- 
olence, to pull it alliore ; nor would they quit their 
hold till xny brother Ikuck one of them over the 
head with his cane But this flutter was fully re- 
compenfed by the pleafures of Vauxhall ; which I 
no fooner entered, than I was dazzled and con- 
founded with the variety of beauties that ruflved all 
at once upon my eye. Image to yourfelf, my dear 
Letty, a fpacious garden, part laid out in delight- 
ful walks, bounded with high hedges and trees, 
and paved with gravel ; part exhibiting a wonder- 
ful aflemblage of the moll pi£turefque and ftriking 
obje&s, pavilions, lodges, groves, grottoes, lawns, 
temples, and cafcades ; porticoes, colonades, and 

; rotundos ; adorned with pillars, llatues, and 
painting: the whole illuminated with an infinite 
number of lamps, difpofed in different figures of 
funs, flars, and conftellations ; the place crowded 
with the gayeft company, ranging thro’ thofe blifs- 

Iful fhades, or fupping in different lodges, on cold 
•collations, enlivened with mirth, freedom, and 
igood humour, and animated by an excellent band 
of mufick. Among the vocal performers I had the 
fcappinefs to hear the celebrated Mrs. —, whofe 
voice was fo loud and fo ffnill, that it made my 
head ake through excels of pleafure. 

In about half an hour after we arrived we were 
joined by my uncle, who did not feem to relifh the 

jlplace. People of experience and infirmity, my 
Jlidear Letty, fee with very different eyes from thofe 
ithat fuch as you and I make ufe of—Our evening’s 
entertainment was interrupted by an unlucky acci- 
jdent. In one of the remoteft walks we were ftir- 
jprifed with a fudden fhower, that fet the whole 
company a running, and drove us in heaps, one 

j ippon another, into the rotundo ; where my uncle, 
« finding himfelf wet, began to be very peevifh and 
I» urgent 
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urgent to begone. My brother went to look for 
the coach, and found it with much difficulty; but 
as it could not hold us all, Mr. Barton flayed be- 
hind. It was fome time before the carriage could 
be brought up to the gate, in the confufion, not- 
withflanding the utmoft endeavours of our new 
footman Humphry Clinker, who loft his fcratch 
periwig, and got a broken head in the fcuffle. The 
moment we were feated, my aunt pulled off my 
uncle’s fhoes, and carefully wrapped his poor feet 
In her capuchin; then fhe gave him a mouth*full 
of cordial, which fhe always keeps in her pocket, 
and his clothes were fhifted as foon as we arrived 
at our lodgings; fo that, bleffed be God, he efcap- 
ed a fevere cold, of which he was in great terror. 1 

As for Mr. Barton, I muft tell you in confidence, , 
he was a little particular; but, perhaps, I miftake 
his complatfance ; and I wifh l may, for his fake 
—You know the condition of my poor heart ; 
which,, in fpite of hard ufage—And yet I ought 
not to complain: nor will I, till, farther informa- 
tion. 

Befides Ranelagh and Vauxhall, I have been at : 
Mrs. Cornely’s affembly, which, for the rooms, 
the company, the dreffes, and decorations, furpaf- : 
fes all defcription ; but as I have no great turn for ji 
card-playing, I have not yet entered thoroughly 
into the Ip.nt of the place: Indeed I am ftill fuch a 
country hoyden, that I could hardly find patience | 
to be put in a condition to appear, yet I was not I 
above fix hours under the hands of the hair-dref- J 
fer, who fluffed my head with as much black wool.!, 
as would have made a quilted petticoat; and, after j 
all, it was the fmalleft head in the affembly, except |3 
my aunt’s—She, to be fure, u as fo particular with 1 
her rumpt gown ai d petticcat, her Icanty curls, j| 
her lappet-head, deep triple ruffles, and high flays, S 
that every body looked at her with furprife; fome whif- 
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, whifpered, and foirte tittered; and lady Grilkin, 
j by whom we were introduced, flatly told her, Ihe 
i was twenty good years behind the fafhion. 

Lady Grilkin is a perfon of falhion, to whom 
we have the honour to be related. She keeps a 
fmall rout at her own houfe, never exceeding ten 
ora dozen card-tables, but thefe are frequented by 
the bell company in town—She has been fo oblig- 
ing as to introduce my aunt and me to fome of her 

, particular friends of quality, who treat us with the 
1 moll familiar good humour: we have once dined 
:, with her, and Ihe takes the trouble to direct us in 
I vall our motions. I am fo happy as to have gained 

her good will to fuch a degree, that Ihe fometimes 
adjufts my cap with her own hands; and fhe has 
given me a kind invitation to ftay with her all the 

' winter. This, however, has been cruelly declin- 
ed by my uncle, who feems to be (I know not how) 

* prejudiced againft the good lady ; for, whenever 
my aunt happens to fpeak in her commendation, I 

, obferve that he makes wry faces, though he fays ! nothing—Perhaps, indeed, thefe grimaces may 
i be the etFefl: of pain arifingfrom the gout and rheu- 

matifm, with which he is fadly diftreffed—To me, 
however, he is always good natured and generous, 
even beyond my wilh. Since we came hither, he 

i has made me a prefent of a fuit of clothes, with 
' trimmings and laces, which coft more money than 

I lhall mention; and Jery, at his defire, has given 
me my mother’s diamond drops, which are ordered 
to be fet a-new ; fo that it won’t be his fault if I 

j do not glitter among the ftars of the fourth or fifth 
i magnitude. I wifh my weak head may not grow 

giddy in the midft of all this gallantry and diflipa- 
' tion ; though, as yet, I can fafely declare, 1 could 

gladly give up all thefe tumultuous pleafures, for 
country folitude, and a happy retreat with thofe we 

love | 
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love; among whom, my dear Willis will always 
poflefs the firft place in the breaft ol her 

ever affe&ionate, 
London, May 31. Lydia Melford. . 

ToSirWATKiNPHiLLiPS,Bart. ofjefus college, L 
Oxon. 

D EAR PHILLIPS, 
I SI ND you this letter, franked by cur old k 

friend Barton ; who is as mUch altered as it w'as tfc 
polhble for a m^n of his kidney to be—Inftead of jss 
the carelefs, indolent floven we knew at Oxford, ju 
I found him a bufy talkative politician ; a petit- 0 
maitre in his drefs, and a ceremonious courtier in It 
his manners. He has not gall enough in his con- it. 
ftitution to be inflamed w ith the rancour of party, 0 
fo as to deal in fcurrilous inve&ives; but, fince he c 
obtained a place, he is become a warm partizan of jt 
the miniftry, and fees every thing through fuch an S)i 
exaggerating medium, as to me, who am happily • 
of no party, is altogether incomprehenfible  l 
Without all doubt, the fumes of fa&ion not only ! j 
difturb the faculty of reafon, but alfo pervert the Jt 
organs of fenfe ; and 1 would lay an hundred gui- t 
reas to ten, that if Barton on one fide, and the ;• 
moft confciencious patriot in the oppofition on the 
other, were to draw, upon honour, the pithire of j ® 
the k-— or m—, you and I, who are ftill uninfe£f- j t 
ed, and unbiafed, would find both painters equal- » 
ly diitant from the truth. One thing, however, 
muff be allowed for the honour of Barton, he ne- 
ver breaks out into illiberal abufe, far lefs endea- 
vours, by infamous calumnies, to blaft the moral 
chara&er of any individual, on the other fide. 

Ever 



H U M P H R Y C L IN K ER 139 
Ever fmce we came hither, he has beenremark- 

j abl) afllduous in his attention to our family; an 
attention, which in a man of his indolence and 
avocations, I Ihould have thought altogether odd, 
and even unnatural, had not I perceived that my 
iifter Liddy has made fome impreffion upon his 
heart. I can’t fay that I have any objedion to 

, his trying his fortune in this purfuit; it an opu- 
lent eftate, and a great flock of good-nature are 
Sufficient qualifications in a huiband, to render the 
marriage-ilate happy for life, fhe may be happy 
with Barton : but, I imagine, there is fometbing 

;| elfe required to engage and fecure the affe&ion of 
a woman of fenfe and delicacy : fomething which 
inature has denied our friend—Liddy teems to be 

j pf the fame opinion. When he addreffes him- jfelf to her in dilcourfe, ffie feems to liften with 
J'eludance, and indufirioufly avoids all particular 
pommunication ; but in proportion to her coynefs, 
Iir aunt is coming. Mrs. Tabitha gees more 

an half way to meet his advances; fhe miftakes, 
affefts to miftake, the meaning of his courtefv, 

fich is rather formal and fulfome; fhe returns 
3 compliments with hyperbolical intereft, fhe rfecutes him with her civilities at table, the appeals 
him for ever in converfation, fhe fighs, and flirts, 
d ogles, and by tier hideous affe&ation a ;d im- 
rtinence, drives the poor courtier to the very 
tremity of his complaifance : in fhort, fhj feems 
have undertaken the fiege of Barton’s heart, 

d carries on her approaches in fuch a desperate 
inner, that I don’t know whether he will not be 
liged to capitulate. In the mean time, his aver- 
n to this inamorat a ftruggling with his acquired 
ability, and his natural fear of giving offence, 
rows him into a kind of diflrefs which is ex- 

J'remedy ridiculous. 
. Two days ago, he perfuaded tjiy uncle and me to 

uitcompany him to St. James’s, where he under- 
took 
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took to make us acquainted with the perfons of all 
the great men in the kingdom ; and, indeed, there 
was a great aflemblage of diftinguiflied chara&ers, 
for it was a high feftital at court. Our condu&or 
performed his promife with [great pun&uaiity. He 
pointed out almoft every individual of both fexes, 
and generally introduced them to our notice, with 
a flourifh of panegyrick- Seeing the King ap- 
proach, “ There comes (faid he) the moft amia- 
“ ble fovereign that ever fwayed the fceptre of En- 
“ land; the delicia humani generis-, Aug» ftus, in 
“ patronizing merit ; Titus Vefpafian in generoft- 
“ ty ; Tragan in benificence ; and Marcus Aure- 

lius, in philofophy.” “ A very honeft kind 
hearted gentleman (added my uncle) ; he’s too 

“ good for the times. A king of England fhould 
“ have a fpice of the devil in his compofition.” 
Barton, then turning to the duke of C—, proceed- 
ed,—“ You know the duke ; that illuftrious hero, ,c who trod rebellion under his feet, and fecured us 
“ in pofleffion of every thing we oughtto hold dear, 
“ as Enghfhmen and Chriftkns. Mark what an 
** eye, how penetrating, yet pacific 1 what dignity 
“ in his mein! what humanity in his afpefib   
‘‘ Even malice mull own, that he is one of the 
“ greateft officers in Chriftendom.” “ I think he 
“ be (faid Mr. Bramble) ; but who are thefe young 
“ gentlemen that ftand befide him?” “ Thofe ! 

(cried our friend) thofe are his royal nephews ; 
“ the princes of the blood. Sweet young princes! 
“ the facred pledges of the Proteftant line ; fo fpi- 
“ rited fo fenfible, fo princely—” “ Yes ; very 
“ fenfible ! very ipirited ! (faid my uncle, inter- 
“ rupting him) but fee the queen 1 ha, there’s the 
“ queen—There’s the queen ! let me fee—Let me 
** fee—Where are my glaffes ? ha ! there’s mean- 
“ ing in that eye—There’s fentiment—There’s 
“ expreflion. Well, Mr. Barton, what figure do “ you 
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“ you call next ?” The next perfon he pointed 
“ out, was the favourite yearl; who flood folitary 
by one of the windows—“ Behold yon northern 
“ liar, (faid he) Jborn ef bis beams—” “ What 1 

the Caledonian luminary, that lately blazed fo tf bright in our hemifphere 1 methinks, at prefent, 
“ it glimmers through a fog ; like Saturn without 
“ his ring, bleak and dim, and diflant—Ha, there’s 
‘‘ the other great phenomenon, the grand penfi- 
“ onary, that weather-cock of patriotifm that veers 
“ about in every point of the political compafs, 
“ and ftill feels the wind of popularity in his tail. 
“ He too, like a portentous comet, has ril'en above 
“ ihe court horizon; but how long he will con- 
“ tinue to afcend, it is not eafy to foretell, confi- 
‘ dering his great eccentricity—Who are thofe 
“ two fatellites that attend his motions ?” When 
Barton told him their names, “To their charac- 
“ ters (faid Mr. Bramble) I am no flranger. One 
“ of them, without a drop of red blood in his veins, 
“ has a cold, intoxicating vapour in his head ; and, 
“ rancour enough in his heart to inoculate and af_ 
“ fe£t a whole nation. The other is (I hear) in- 
“ tended for a fhare in the ad—n, and the penfi- 
“ onary vouches for his being duly qualified—The 
“ only inftance I ever heard of his fagacity, was 
“ his deierting his former patron, when he found 
“ him declining in power, and in difgrace with 
“ the people. Without principle, talent, or in- 
“ telligence, he is as ungracious as a hog, greedy 
“ as a vulture* andthievifh as a jackdaw ; but, it 
“ muft be owned, he is no hypocrite. He pretends 

to no virtue, and takes no pains to di guife his 
“ chara&er His miniflry will be attended with 
“ one advantage, no man will be difappointed by 
‘‘ liis breath of promiie, as no mortal ever trufled 
“ to his word. I wonder how lord firfl 
“ diicoveied this happy genius, and for what pur- 

“ pofe 
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pofe lord has now adopted him : but one 
would think, that as amber has a power to at- 
tra€t dirt, and ftraws, and chaff, a minifter is 
endued with the fame kiqd of faculty, to lick 

** up every knave and blockbe d in bis way- ” 
His eulogium was interrupted by the arrival of 
the old duke of N— ; who, fqueezing into the 
circle with a bufy face of importance, truft his 
herd into every countenance, as if he had been 
in fearch of feme body, to whom he wanted to 
impart fomething of great confequence My jJ 

uncle, who had been formerly known to him, 
bowed as he pafled, and the duke, feeing him- 
felf fainted fo refpeQfully by a well-dreffed per- 
fon, was not flow in returning the curtefy  ' 1 

He even came up, and, and taking him cordially by 
the hand, “ My dear friend, Mr. A , (faid ‘ 
“ he) I am rejoiced to fee you—How long have 
** you been come from abroad ?—How did you 1 
u leave our good friends, the Dutch ? The king 1 

of Pruflia don’t think of another war, ah ?  
“ He’s a great king ! a great conqueror ! a very 
“ great conqueror 1 Your Alexanders and Han- 1 

“ nibals were nothing at all to him. Sir Cor- 
“ porals! drummers 1 drofs ! mere trafh  1 

“ Damned trafn, heh ?—” His grace being by 
this time out of breath, my uncle took the op- 
portunity to tell him he had not been out of 
England, that his name was Bramble, and that 
he had the honour to fit in the laft parliament ■ 
but one of ti e late king, as reprefentative for the 
borough of Dymkymraig. “ Odio! (cried the j 
“ duke) I r. member ycu perfe&ly wtli. my dear 
“ Mr. Bramble—You was always a good and i 
‘‘ loyal fubje-df—a (launch friend to adminiftra- *c ticn—I made veur brother an Iriffi bithop  
‘c Pardon me, my lord, (faid the ’(quire) 1 once 
“ had a brother, but he was a captain in the “ army—” 
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“ army—” “ Ha ! faid his grace) he was fb—He 

* ‘ was, indeed ! But who was the biiTiop then ? 
** Bifhop Blackberry—Sure it was Bifhop Bkck- 
‘‘ berry -Perhaps fofne relation of yours—” 

Very likely, my lord (replied my uncle) : the 
** Blackberry ife the fruit of the Bramble—But, I ■‘£ believe, the Lilhop is not a berry of our bulb—” 

:*e No more he i^—No more he is, ha, ha, ha !-  
*e (exclaimed the kduke) there you gave me a 

fcratch, good Mr. Bramble, ha, ha, ha !  
‘‘ Well, I fhall be glad to fee you at Lincoln’s- 

. “ inn-fields—You know the way Times are 
‘‘ altered: Though rhave loft the power, I t;?- 
“ tain the inclination-r^ Your very humble lerVant, 

[“' good Mr. Blackberry—” So faying, he fhoved 
[to another corner of the room. “ What a fine 
(‘‘ old gentleman T (cried Mr Barton) what fpiriis! 
[“ what, a memory !-——He pever forgets an old 
[“ friend.” pi6 d'oes me too much honour, 

(Obf^rved pur ’fqufre)' to rank, me among' tj^e 
“ number—Whilft Ulat in parliament> 1 never , “ voted with tHe miniftry but three times, when 
‘‘ my Confcience told me they were in the right: Vs however, if he ftill keeps levee,, I will carry 
“ hiy nephew thither, that he may fee, and learn 
“ to avoid the ; fcene ;’for, I ihink, an Engliih 

gentleman never appears to fuch di advantage, 
“ as at the levee of a mirifter Of his grace I 
** ftiall fay nothing at prefent, hut that for thirty l;“ years he was the conilant and common but of 

ridicule and execration. He was generally 
T* laughed at as an ape in politics,' whole office 
i“ and influence ferved only to render his folly the 

more notorious ; and the eppofuion curled him, 
r‘ as the indefatigable drudge of a firtl-mover, IP* who wa: juftlv ftiled and ftjgmatized as the fa- 
|| ‘ ther of corruption: but this ridiculous ape, 

“ this 
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f this venal drudge, no fooner left the places he 

‘ was fo ill qualified to fill, and unfurled the ban- 
“ ners of faftion, than he was metamoi phc fed into . 
* a pattern of public virtue ; the very people who <c reviled him before, now extolled him to the I: 
«* Ikies, as a wife, experienced ftatefman, chief 
“ pillar of the Proteftant fucceflion, and corner . 
“ ftone of Englifti liberty. I fhould be glad to . 
“ know how Mr. Barton reconciles thefe contra- ( “ diftions, without obliging us to refign all title 
“ to the .privilege of common fenfe.” My dear , 
“ fir, (anfwered Barton) I don’t pretend to juftify <( “ the extravagations of the multitude ; who, I 
“ fuppofe, were as wild in their former eenfure, as < 
“ in their prefent praife : but I (hall be very glad , 
‘‘ to attend you on Thurfday next to his grace’s 11 
“ levee ; where. I’m afraid, we fhall not be crowd-Ji. 
“ ed with company; for, yon know, there’s a; 

wide difference between his prefent office of preL 
“ fident of the council, and his former poft of firftJk 
“ lord commiftioner of the treafury.” 

This communicative friend having announcedif, 
all the remarkable chara&ers of both fexes, that« appeared at court, we refolved to adjourn, andie-jjii 
tired. At the foot of the ftair-cafe, there was a < 
crowd of lacqueys and chairmen, and in the midfllh 
of them ftood Humphry Clinker, exalted upon atL 
ftool, with his hat in one, hand and a paper in the 
other, in the aff of holding forth to the people—4 
Before we could inquire into the meaning of thiaf, 
exhibition, he perceived his mafler,thruft the pa-i, 
per into his pocket, defcended from his elevation* 
bolted through the crowd, and brought up the car-tf 
riage to the gate. 

My uncle faid nothing till we were fea'ed, whenr 
after having looked at me earneftly for feme timejjj. 
he burft out a-laughing, and alked if I knew uponji, 
whar lubjedh Clinker was holding for thto the mob!!. 
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■ “ If (faid he) the fellow is turned mountebank, 

I muft turn him out of my fervice, otherwiL <c he’ll make Merry Andrews of us all—” I ob- 
ferved that, in all probability, he had ftudied me- 
dicine under his mafter, who was a farrier.— 

At dinner, the ’fquire alked him, if he had ever 
praftifed phyfic ? “ Yes, an pleafe your honour, (faid *e he) among brute beads j but I never meddle with 
“ rational creatures.” “ I know not whether you 
“ rank in that clafs the audience you was ha- 

ranguing in the court at St. James’s, but I fhould 
be glad to know what kind of powders you was 
diftributing; and whether you had a good 
fale—” *• Sale, fir 1 (cried Clinker) I hope I 
(hall never be bafe enough to fell for gold and 
filver, what freely comes of God’s grace. I dif- 
tributed nothing, an like your honour, but a 
word of advice to my fellows in fervitude and 
fin.” “ Advice concerning what ?” “ Con- 
cerning profane fwearing, an pleafe your ho- 
nour ; (o I orrid and fhockirg, that it made my 
hair dand on end.” “ Nay, if thou can’ft cure 
them of that difeafe, I fhall think thee a won- 
derful do&or indeed—” “ Why not cure them, 
my good mafter ? the hearts of thofe poor people 
are not fo ftubborn as your honour feems to 
think—^Make them firft fenfible that you have 
nothing in view but their good, then they will 
liften with patience, and eafily be convinced of 
the fin and folly of a practice that affords neither 
profit nor pleafure—” At this remark, our un- 

de changed colour, and looked round the compa- 
iy, confcious that his own withers were not alto- 
etber unwrung. “ But, Clinker, (faid he) if 

you fhould have eloquence enough to perfuade 
the vulgar, to refign thofe tropes and figures of 
rhetoric, there will be little or nothing left to 
diftinguifh their converfation from that of their 
Vol. I. G “ betters.” 
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“ betters.” “ Bat then your , honour knows 
“ their converfation will be void of offence ; and, 
** at the day of judgment, there will be no dif- 
** tinftion of perfons.” 

Humphry gowing down flairs to fetch up a bottle 
of wine, my uncle congratulated his After upon 
having fuch a reformer in the family; when Mrs. 
Tabitha declared, he was a fober civilized fellow, 
very refpeffful, and very induftrious; and, fhe be- 
lieved, a good Chriftian into the bargain. One [ 
would think, Clinker muft really have fome very 
extraordinary talent, to ingratiate himfelf in this (; 
manner with a virago of her character, fo fortifled 
againft him with prejudice and reientment ; but the 
truth is, Ance the adventure of Salt-hill, Mrs. 
Tabby feems to be entirely changed. She has left i 
off fcolding the fervants, an exercife which was r 
grown habitual and even feemed neceffary to her T 
conftitution ; and is become fo indifferent to Chow- pf 
der, as to part with him in a prefent to lady Grif- t- 
kin, whopropofes to bring the breed of him into t 
falhion. Her ladyfhip is the widow of Ar Timothy j 
Grifkin, a diftant relation of our family. She en- t 
joys a jointure of Ave hundred pounds a-year, and j. 
makes fhift to fpend three times that fum. Her 
chara&er before marriage was a little equivocal; ^ 
but at prefent fhe lives in the ton ten, keeps card !r tables, gives private fuppers to fele£fc friends, and ;i isviftted by perfons of the Arft fafhion—She has ; t been remarkably civil to us all, and cultivates my k 
uncle with the moft particular regard ; but the j j. 
more fhe ftrokes him, the more his briftles feem :! >; 
to rife—To her compliments he makes very laco- 
nic and dry returns—T’other day, fhe fent us a j, 
pottle of Ane ftrawberries, which he did not re- t

; 

ceive without Agns of difguft, muttering from the . 
^ineid, timeo Dunaos et Dona ferentes. She has i t twice called for Liddy, of a forenoon, to take an i airing I r 
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airing in the coach; but Mrs. Tabby was always 
fo alert, (I fuppote by his dire&ion) that flie never 
could have the niece without her aunt’s company. 
—I have endeavoured to found Square-toes on this 
fubjeft ; but he carefully avoids all explanation. 

I have now, dear Phillips, filled a whole fheet; 
and if you have read it to an end, I dare fay, you 
are as tired as 

your humble fervant, 
. London, June 2. J- Me l f o r d . 

To Dr. Lewis. 
YES, Do&or I have feen the Britifh Mufeum ; jvhich is a noble colle&ion, and even ftupendous, 

f we confider it was made by a private man, a 
ihyfician, who was obliged to make his own for- 

• line at the fame time : but great as the collection 
>, it would appear more itriking if it was arrang- 
'd in one fpacious faloon, inftead of being divided 

•. Jto different apartments, which it does not entire- 
: f fill 1 could wifh the feries of medals was 
. :Dnne£ted, and the whole of the animal, vegetable, 
;nd mineral kingdoms completed, by adding to 

Ui|ch at the public exp^nce, thofe articles that are 
'anting. It would likewife be a great improve- 

i lent, with refpeCt to the library, if the deficien- 
ies were made up, by purchafing all the books of 

ct siara&er that are not to be found already in the 
c ille&ion—They might be clafled in centuries, ac- 
v rding to the dates of their publication, and ca- j [ogues printed of them ard the manufcripts, for 

fe information of thofe that want to confult, or 
mpile from fuch authorities. I could alfo wifh 

i r the honour of the nation, that there was a com- 
I ste apparatus for a courfe of mathematics, me- G 2 chanics, 
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chanics, and experimental philofophy ; and a good t| 
falary fettled upon an able profeffor, who fhould Jj 
give regular le^ures on thefe fubje&s. 

But this is all idle fpeculation, which will never |j 
be reduced to pra&ice—Confidering the temper of II 
the times, it is a wonder to fee any inftitution what- p 
foever eltablithed, for the benefit of the public. < 
The fpirit of party is rifen to a kind of phrenzy, 
unknown to former ages, or rather degenerated to, * 
a total extin&ion of honefty and candour You n 
know I have obferved, for fome time, that the pub- i 
lie papers are become the infamous vehicles of the 1 

moft cruel and perfidious defamation : every ran- >'i 
cevuo knave—every defperate incendiary, that can 
afi" ’ to ipend half a crown or three /hillings, may , Ikulk behind the prefs of a news-monger, and have in 
a ftab at the firfl chara^er in the kingdom, with- << 
out running the leaft hazard of deteflion, or <■ 
pumfhment. 

I have made acquaintance with a Mr. Barton, \ 
whom ]ery knew at Oxford; a good fort of a < 
man, though moft ridiculoufly warped in his poli-j o 
tical principles; but his partiality is the lefs offen-j;ii 
five, as it never appears in the ftife of feurrility and: i 
abufe. He is a member of parliament, and a re-f 
tainer to the court ; and his whole converfationji n 
turns upon the virtues and perfe&ions of the minif- L 
ters, who are his patrons. T’other day, when he i 
was bedaubing one of thofe worthies, with the' 
moft fulfome praife, I told him I had feen the fame it 
nobleman chara£terifed very differently, in one off i 
the daily-papers; indeed, fo ftigmatized, that ij|i 
one half of what was faid of him was true, hej " 
muft be not only unfit to rule, but even unfit tq[< 
live: that thofe .impeachments had been repeateat 

-again and again, with the addition cf frefti mat-tfn 
ter ; and that as he had taken no fteps towards hiait own vindication, I began to think there was fo men 

founduKt 
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foundation for the charge. And pray, fir, (faid C( Mr. Barton) what fteps would you have him 
“ take ?—Suppofe he fhould profecute the pub- 
“ hfber, who fcreens the anonymous accufer, and 
“ bring him to the pillory for a libel ; this is fo 
“ far from being counted a punifhment, in terro- 
“ rem, that it will probably make his fortune. 
‘c The multitude immediately take him into their 

protection, as a martyr to the caufe of defama- 
“ tion, which they have always efpoufed—ri hey 
‘‘ pay his fine, they contribute to the increafe of 44 his flock, his (hop his crowded with cuftomers 
“ and the (ale of his paper rifes in proportion to 
‘‘ .he fcandal it contains. All this time the profe- 
“ cutor is inveighed againft as a tyrant and op- 
“ preffor, for having chofen to proceed by the way 
** of information, which is deemed a grievance ; 
“ but if he lays an aTion for damages, he muft 

prove the damage, and I leave you to judge, 
“ whether a gentleman’s character may not be 
“ brought into contempt, and all his views in life 
“ blafted by calumny, without his being able to 

fpecify the particulars of the damage he has 
“ fuftaired. 

“ This fpirit of defamation is a kind of herefy, 
“ that thrives under perfecution. Tie liberty of 
“ /fo/re/} is a term of great efficacy; and, like 
“ that of the Proteflant religion, has often ferved 

[“ the purpofes of fedition A minifter, there- 
‘‘ fore, muft arm himfelf with patience, and 

bear thofe attacks without repining What- Si ever mifchief they may do in other refpedts, 
i“ the certainly contribute in one particular, to 
“ the advantage of government ; for thofe defa- 
:‘c motory articles have multiplied papers in fuch 
“ a manner, and augmented their fale to fuch a u degree, that the duty upon ftamps and advert fc- 

ments has made a very confiderable addition to 
** the revenue.” Certain it is, a gentleman’s 

G 3 honour 
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honour is a very delicate fubjeft: to be handled by 
a jury, compofed of men, who cannot be fuppof- 
ed remarkable either for fentiment or impartiality 
—In fuch a cafe, indeed, the defendant is tried, 
not only by his peers but alfo by his party ; and I 
really think, that, of all patriots, he is the moil: re- 
folute who expofes himfelf to fuch detra&ion, for 
the fake of his country—If, from the ignorance or 
partiality of juries,, a gentleman can have no re- 
drefs from law, for being defamed in a pamphlet 
or news-paper, I know but one other method of 
proceeding againfl the publifher, w7hich is attend, 
ed with feme rifque, but has been pra&ifed fucceff- 
fully, more than cncb, in my remembrance—A regiment of horfe was reprefented, in one of the 
news-papers, as having mifbeLaved at Dettingen ; 
a captain of that regiment brfcke the publifher’s 
bones telling him, at the fame time, if be went 
to law, he ihould certainly have the like falutation 
from every officer of the corps. Governor — 
took the fame fatisfaffion on the ribs of an author, 
who traduced him by name in a periodical paper. ■   -=I knew a lew fellow of the fame ciafs, who, 
being turned out of Venice for his impudence and 
fcurrility, retired to Lugano, a town of the Gri- 
fons, (a free people, God wot) where he found a 
printing prefs, from whence he fquirted his filth 
at feme refpe&able chara&ers in the republic, which he had been obliged to abandon. Some of 
thefe, finding him out of the reach of legal chaf- 
tifement, employed certain ufeful inftruments, fuch 
as may be found in all countries, to give him the baftinado ; which, being repeated more than once, 
efFe&ually ftept the current of his abufe. 

As for the liberty of the prefs, like every other 
privilege, it mull be reftrained within certain 
bounds; for if it is carried to a breach of law, re- 
ligion, and charity, it becomes one of the great eft evils 
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evils that ever annoyed the community. If the 
lowed ruffian may flab your good name with im- 
punity in England, will you be fo uncandid as to 
exclaim againft Italy for the practice of common 
afiafiination ? To what purpofe is our property 
fecured, if our moral character is left detenclefs ? 
People thus bated, grow defperate ; and the de- 
fpair of being able to preferve one’s chara&er, 
untainted by fuch vermin, produces a total ne- 
glect of fame ; fo ■ that one of the chief incite- 
ments to the 'pra&ice of virtue is effe&ually de- 
ftroyed. 

Mr. Barton’s lad confideration, refpe&ing the 
damp duty, is equally wife and laudable with ano- 
ther maxim which has been long adopted by our 
financiers, namely, to connive at drunkennefs, 
riot, and didipation, becaufe they inhance the re- 
ceipt of the excife ; not rtfle&mg, that in pro- 
viding this temporary convenience, they are de- 
droying the morals, health, and indudry of the 
people Notwithdanding my contempt for 
thofe who flatter a minider, I think there is fome- 
thing dill more defpicable in flattering a mob. 
When I fee a man of birth, education, and for- 
tune, put himfelf on a level with the dregs of the 
people, mingle with low mechanics, feed with 
them at the fame beard, and drink with them in 
the fame cup, flatter their prejudices, harangue in 
praife of their virtues, expofe themfelves to the 
belchings of their beer, the fumes of their tobac- 
co, the groflhefs of their familiarity, and the im- 
pertinence of their converfation, I cannot help 
defpifing him, as a man guilty of the viled prodi- 
tution, in order to efired a purpofe equally felfidi 
and illiberal. 

I fltould renounce politics the more willingly, 
if I could find other topics of converfation, dif- 
cufled with more modedy and candour; but the 

G 4 daemon 
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daemon of party feems to have ufurped every de- 
partment of life. Even the world of literature 
and tafte is divided into the moft virulent fa&ions,, \ 
which revile, decry, and traduce the works of one 
another. Yefterday, I went to return an after-y 
noon’s vifit to a gentleman of my acquaintance, ' 
at whofe houfe I found one of the authors of the , 
prefent age, who has written with feme fuccefs— 
As I had read one or two of his performances, i. 
which gave me pleafure, I wa's glad of this oppor- i, 
tunity to know his perfon ; but his diicoui fe, and 
deportment deftroyed all the impreffions which K; 
his writings had made in h;s favour. He took | 
upon him to decide dogmatically upon every fub- j T jeft, without deigning to fhew the leaft caui'e fora P 
his differing from the general opinions of man- ^ r: kind, as if it had been cur duty to acquiefce in the 
ipfe dixit of this new Pythagoras. He rejudgc_d'\ ‘ 
the charafters of all the principal authors, who j 
had died within a century of the prefent lime; i 
and, in this revifion, paid no fort of regard to the ij 
reputation they had acquired—Milton was harfh j! 
andprofaic ; Dryden, languid andverbofe; But- 1J 
ler and Swift, without humour ; Congreve, with- l 
out wit ; and Pope deftitute of any fort ot poeti- ■ 
cal merit—As for his cotemporaries, he could not j 
bear to hear one of them mentioned with any de- j 
gree of applaufe—They were all dunces, pedants, ; , 
plagiaries, quacks, and impoftors ; and you could ' 
not name a fingle performance, but what was . 
tame, ftupid, and infipid. It muft be owned, that 
this writer had nothing to charge his confeience with, on the fide of flattery ; for, I underftand, J 
he was never known to praife one line that was < 
written, even by thofe with whom he lived on 
terms of good fellowfhip. This arrogance and 
prefumption, in depreciating authors, ior whofe 
reputation the company may be interefted, is fuch 
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an infult upon the underflanding, as I could not 

; bear without wincing. 
' I defired to know his reafons for decrying fome 
S works, which had afforded me uncommon plea- 
fure; and, as demonftration did not feem to be 
his talent, I diffented from his opinion with great 
freedom. Having been fpoiled by the deference 
and humility of his hearers, he did not bear con- 
tradiction with much temper; and the difpute niight have grown warm, had it not been inter- 
rupted by the entrance of a rival bard, at whofe 
appearance he always quits the place They 

: are of different cabals, and have been at open 
war thefe twenty years—If the other was dog- 
matical, this genius was declamatory : he did not 

idifcourfe, but harangue ; and his orations were e- qually tedious and turgid. He too pionounces ex 
cathedra upon the characters of his cotemporaries ; and though he fcruples not to deal out praife, even 
lavifhly, to the loweft reptile in Grub-flreet who jiwill either flatter him/m private, or mount the 
public roftrum as his panegyrift, he damns all the 

'other writers of the age, with the utmofl info- 
: fence and rancour—One is a blunderbufs as be- ing a native of Ireland ; another, a half-flarved 
jloufe of literature, from the hanks of the Tweed; 
>a third, an afs, becaufe he enjoys a penfien from 

I the government; a fourth, the very angel of dul- 
|nefs ; becaufe he fucceeded in a fpecies of writing 
in Which this Ariftarchus had failed; a fif.h, who 

; prefumed to make ftriCIures upon one of his per- 
jformances, he holds as a buf in criticifm, whofe 
Iftcnch is more offcrfive than his fting—In {hurt, 
' except himfelf and his myrmidons, there is not a 
i man of genius or learning in the three k'ngdoms. As for the fuccefs of thofe, who have written 
without the pale of this confederacy, he imputes 
it entirely to want of tafle in the public ; not 
eonfidering, that to the approbation of that very 

G 5 taftelefs 
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aftlelefs public, he himfelf owes all the confe- 

fquence he has in life. 
Thofe originals are not fit for converfation. If 

they would maintain the advantage they have 
gained by their writing, they fhouId never appear 
but upon paper—For my part, I am fhocked to find 
a man have fublime ideas in his head, and no- 
thing but illiberal fentiments in his heart—The 
human foul will be generally found moft defe&ive 
in the article of candour—I am inclined to think, 
no mind was ever w holly exempt from envy ; 
which, perhaps, may have been implanted, as an 
infiinft effential to our nature. 1 am afraid we 
fometimes palliate this vice, under the fpecious j 
name of emulation I have known a perion re- 
markably generous, humane, moderate, and ap- 
parently felf-denying, who could not hear even a 
friend commended, without betraying marks of 
uneafinefs; as if that commendation had implied 
an odious comparifon to his prejudice, and every ! 
wreath of praile added to the other’s charafter, 
was a garland plucked from his own temples. 
This is a malignant fpecies of jealoufy, of which ) 
1 ftand acquitted in my own confcience—Whe- 
ther it is a vice, or an infirmity, I leave you to , 
inquire. 

There is another point, which I would much | 
rather fee determined; w hether the world was | 
always as contemptible, as it appears to me at | 
prefent ?—If the morals of mankind have not I 
contrafited an extaraordinary degree of depravity, j] 
within thefe thirty years, then muft I be infeCted | 
with the common vice of old men, difficilis, quem- 
lus, laudatur temporis afli ; or, which is more pro- 
bable, the impetuous purfuits and avocations of 
youth have formerly hindered me from obferving 
thot e rotten parts of human nature, which now 
appear fo ofienfively to my obfervation. 

We 
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We have been at court, and change, and every- 

where; and every where we find food for fpleen, 
and fubjeft for ridicule—My new fervant, Hum- 
phry Clinker, turns out a great original; and Tab- 
by is a changed creature—She has parted with 
Chowder ; and does nothing but fmile, like Malvo- 
lio in the play—I’ll be hanged if fhe is not affing a 
part which is not natural to her difpofition, for 
fome purpofe which I have not yet difcovered. 

With refpeQ: to the chara&ers of mankind, my 
curiofity is quite (atisfied: I have done with the 
fcience of men, and muft now endeavour to amufe 
myfelf with the novelty of things. I am, at pre- 
fent, by a violent effort of the mind, forced from 
my natural bias ; but this power ceafing to afit, I 
fhall return to my folitude with redoubled velo- 
city. Every thing I fee, and hear, and feel, in 
this great refervoir of folly, knavery, and fophifli- 
cation, coutributes to inhance the value of a 
country life, in the fenfiments of 

yours always, 
London, June 2. Matt. Bramble 

To Mrs Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall. 
DEAR MARY JONES, 

LADY Gnlkin’s botler, Mr. Crumb, having 
got ’fquire Barton to frank me a kiver, I would 
not negle£l to let you know how it is with me, 
and the reft of the family. 

I could not rite by John Thomas, for becaufe 
he went away in a'huff, at a minute’s warning. 
He and Chowder could not agree, and fo they fitt 
upon the road, and Chowder bitt his thumb, and 
he fwore he would do him a mifchief, and he fpoke 
faucy to miftrefs, whereby the ’fquire turn’d him off 
in gudgeon; and by God’s providence we picked 

UP 
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up another footman called TJmphry Klinker ; a 
good foie as ever broke bread ; which fhews that 
a fcalded cat may prove a good moufer, and a 
hound be ftaunch, thof he has got narro hare on g 
his buttocks ; but the proudeft nofe may be bro’t to the grine-ftone, by ficknefs and misfortunes. 

O Molly 1 what fhall I fay of London ? All the 
towns that ever I beheld in my born-days, are no i 
more than Welfli barrows and crumlecks to this 
wonderful fitty 1 Even Bath itfelf is put a fillitch, 
in the naam of God—One would think there’s no 
end of the ftreets, but the land’s end, Then there’s 1 

fuch a power of people, going hurry fkurry! Such i 
a racket of coxes ! Such a noife, and hali-balloo ! i 
So many ftianges files to be feen ! O gracious! my 
poor Welfti brain has been fpinning like a top 
ever fince I came hither ! And I have feen the 
Park, and the paleafs of Saint Gimfes, and the 
king’s and the queen’s magifterial purling, and the j 
fweet young princes, and the hillyfents, and pye- 
bald afs, and all the reft of the royal family. 

Laft week 1 went with miftrefs to the Tower,, 
to fee the crowns and wild beaftis ; and there was . f 
a monftracious lion, with teeth h^lf a quarter 
long ; and a gentleman bid me not to go near him, j if I wasn’t a maid ; being as how he would roar,, jj, 
and tear, and play the dickens—Now I had no j j 
mind to go near him ; for I cannot abide fuch dan- 
g reus honeymils, not I— but, miftrefs would go ] L 
and the beaft kept fuch a roaring and bouncing, 1 j 
that I tho’t he would have broke his cage and de- | j 
voured us all j and the gentleman titered ferfooth ; 
but I’ll go to death upon it, I will, that my tody J 
is as good a firchin, as the child unborn; and,| therefore, either the gentleman told a fib, or the 
lion eft ;o be fet in the ftocks for bearing falfe wit-: nefs again his neighbour; for the commandment j 
la) ah. Then jbalt net bear falfe vcitnefs again fl thy 
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I was afterwards of a party at Sadler’s wells, 

where I faw fuch tumbling and dancing upon ropes 
and wires, that I was frightened, and ready to go 
into a fit—I tho’t it was all inchantment ; and, be- 
lieving myfelf bewitched, began for to cry—You 
knows as how the witches in Wales fly upon 
broom-flicks, but here was flying without any 
broom-flick, or thing in the varfal world, and 
firing of piftols in the air, and blowing of trum- 
pets, and fwinging, and rolling of wheel-barrows 
upon a wire, (God blefs us!) no thicker than a 
fewing-thread ; that, to be fure, they muft deal 
with the devil !—A fine gentleman, with a pig’s- 
tail, and a golden ford by his fide, came to com- 
fit me, and offered for to treat me with a pint of 
wind; but I would not flay; and fo, in going 
through the dark paffage, he began to Ihew his 
cloven futt, and went for to be rude ; my fellow- 
farvant, Umphry Klinker, bid him be fivil, and 
he gave the young man a dowfe in the chops ; 
but, I fackens, Mr. Rlinker wa’n’t long in his 
debt—With a good caken fapling he dufted his 
doublet, for all his golden cbee'e-toafter; and, 
fipping me under his arm, carried me huom, I 
nofe not how, being I was in fuch a fluftration— 
But, thank God! I’m now vaned from all fuch 
vanities; for what are all fhoie rarities and vaga- 
ries to the glory that {hall be revealed hereafter ? 
O Molly ! let not your poor heart be puffed up 
with vanity. 

I had almoft forgot to tell you, that I have had 
my hair cut and pippered, and finged, and bolflered, 
and buckled, in the new'eft fafliicn, by a French 
freezer,—Parley; vvw Francey — Vee Madmanfell—l 
now carries my head higher than arrow private 
gentlewoman of Vales. Laft night, coming huom 
from the meeting, I was taken by lamp-light for 
an imminent poulterer’s daughter, a great beauty 

—But 
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—But as I was faying, this is ail vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit—The pleafures of London are no 
better than fewer whey and ftale cyder, when 
compared to the joys of the new Gerufalem. 

Dear Mary Jones! An pleafe God when I re- 
turn, I’ll bring you a new cap, with a turkey- 
fhell coom, and a pye-houfe fermon, that was 
preached in the Tabernacle ; and I pray of all 
love, you will mind your writing and your fpil- 
ling ; for, craving your pardon, Molly, it made 
me fuet to diffeyffer your laft fcrabble, which was 
delivered by the hind at Bath—O, voman ! vo- 
man ! if thou had’fl: but the lead confumption of 
what pleafure we fcullers have, when we can cun- 
fter the crabbidft buck oflF hand, and fpell the 
etchnitch vords without lucking at the primmer. 
As for Mr. Klinker, he is qualified to be clerk 
to a parifti—But I’ll fay no more—Remember me 
to Saul—poor foie ! it goes to my hart to think 
fhe don’t yet know her letters—But all in God’s 
good time—It fhall go hard, but I will bring her 
the A B C in gingerbread ; and that, you nofe>. 
will be learning to her tafte. 

Miftrefs fays, we are going a long gurney to 
the North ; but go where we will, I fhall ever be. 

Dear Mary Jones, 
yours with true inie&ion, 

London, June 3. Win. Jenkins. 

To Sir Watkin Phillips, of Jefus college, Oxon. 
DEAR WAT, 

I MENTIONED in my lafl, my uncle’s de- 
figti of going to the duke of N ’s levee ; which 
defign has been executed accordingly. His grace 
has been fo long accuftomcd to this kind of ho- mage,. 
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mage, that though the place he now fills does 
not imply the tenth part of the influence, which 
he exerted in his former office, he has given his 
friends to underftand, that they cannot oblige him 
in any thing more, than in contributing to fup- 
port the fhadow of that power which he no longer 
retains in fubftance; and therefore he has ftill pub- 
lic days, on which they appear at his levee. 

I My uncle and I went thither with Mr. Barton, 
who, being one of the duke’s adherents, undertook 
to be our introducer—The room was pretty well 
filled with people, in a great variety of drefs ; but 
there was no more than one gown and caflbck, tho* 
I was told his grace had, while he was minifter, pre- 
ferred almoft every individual that now filled the 
tbench of biftiops in the houfe of lords; but, in all 
probability, the gratitude of the clergy is like their -charity, which fhuns the light—Mr. Barton was 
immediately accofted by a perfon, well ftriken in 
'years, tall, and raw boned, with a hooked nofe, and 
jin arch leer, that indicated, at leaft, as much cun- 

‘ning as fagacity. Our condufitor faluted him, by 
jthe name of captain C , and afterwards in- 
formed us he was a man of fhrewd parts, whom 
the government occafionally employed in fecret 

j jfervices—But I have had the hiftory of him more 
ht large, from another quarter He had been, 
-‘many years ago, concerned in fraudulent pra&ices, 

i;as a merchant in France ; and being convidted of 
j !fome of them was fent to the gallies, from whence 
|he was delivered by the inlertft of the late duke of 
Ormond, to whom he had recommended him- 

(felf in a letter, as his name-fake and relation—He 
| was, in the fequel employed by our miniflry as a 
ffpy ; and in the war of i 740, traverfed all Spain, 
.as well as France, in the difguii'e of a capuchin, 

H at the extreme hazard of his life, in as much as 
H-the court of Madrid had adlually got fcent of him, 
I and given orders to apprehend him at St. Sebafti- 

an’s. 
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an’s, from whence he had fortunately retired but a 
few hours before the order arrived. This and! other hair-breadth’fcapes he pleaded fo effe&ually: 
as a merit with the Englifh miniftry, that they al- lowed him a comfortable penfion, which he now enjoys in his old age He has {till accefs to all , 
the minifters, and is faid to be confulted by them 
on many fubje&s, as a man of uncommon un-- . 
demanding and great experience—He is, in faQ-,i. 
a fellow of feme parts, and invincible affurance " and, in his difeourfe, he affumes fuch an air of! ' 
felf-fufficiency, as may very well impofe upon : 
feme of the ihallow politicians. But if he is not!?' 
at the helm of the adminiftration. But, if he is not I belied, this, is not the only impoflure cf which he.: ,, 
is guilty—They fay, he is at bottom not only a ;; Roman-catholic, but really a prieft ; and while:.; 
he prefer ds to difclcfe to our ftate-pilots all the j! fprings that move the cabinet of Verfailles, he is ' f 
affually picking up intelligence for the fervice of ~ the French mimfter Be that as it may, captain j, Q entered into converiation with us in the jj, 
moft familiar manner, and treated the duke’s cha- t rafter without any ceremony—“ This wife-acre 
“ (faid he) is ftill a-htd j and I think, the beft t thing he can do, is to fleep on till Chriftmas ; for, <c when he gets up, he does nothing but expofe 
“ his own folly.—Since Granville was turned out, , 
“ there has been no minifter in this nation worth j 
“ the meal that whitened his periwig—They are , te fG ignorant, they fcarce know a crab from a j 
‘‘ cauliflower: and thrn they are fuch dunces, that, | « there’s no making them comprehend the plaineft 
<< propofition—In the beginning of the war, this | 
“ poor half-witted creature told me, in a great ;| “ fright that thirty thtufar.d French had marched J «* from Acadie to Cape Breton”—“W here did they | 
“ fird r rfports ?” ('aid I) “ Trarfports ! (cried | 
“ he) 1 tell you, they marched by land—” “ By J “ land | 
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. “ land to the ifland of Cape Breton ?” “ What • 

Is Cape Breton an ifland ?” Certainly. “ Ha • 
‘ are you fure of that ?” When I pointed it out 

in the map he examined it earneftly with his 
;f fpeflacles ; then, taking me in his arms, “ My 

,!f dear C—! (cried he) you always bring us good 1 ‘ news—Egad ! P11 go diretlly, and tell the king 1 that Cape Breton is an ifland—” 
; He feemed difpofed to entertain us with more 

1 inecdotes of this nature, at the expence of his 
; £race when he was interrupted by the arrival of 

, she Algerine ambaflador ; a venerable Turk, with 
1 it long white beard, attended by his dragoman, or 
interpreter, and another officer of his houfehold, ' prho had got no ftockings to his legs—Captain C—■ 

' Immediately fpoke with an air of authority to a fer- 
| fant"in waiting, bidding him go and tell the duke 
<:o rife, as there was a great deal of company come, 

” ind, among others, the ambaflador from Algiers 
|—Then, turning to us, “This poor Turk, (faid 

he) notwithftanding his grey beard, is a green- 
ly horn—He has been feveral years refident in Lon- ,£ don, and is ftUl ignorant of our political revo- 
“ luticns. This vifit is intended for the prime 

minifter of England ; but you’ll fee how this j*1 wife duke will receive it as a mark of attachment 
U£ to his own perfon—” CerTm it is, ihe duke ■ feemed eager to acknowledge the compliment—A poor opening, he fuddenly bolted out, with a (having 
floth under his chin, his face frothed up to 
the eyes with foap lather ; and running up-to the 
kmbafiador, grinned hideous in his face—“ My 

dear Mahomet ! (faid he) God love your long 
beard, I hope the dey will make you a horfe- 

; tail at the next promotion, ha, ha, ha !—Have but a moment’s pat.ence, and I’ll lend to you 
_ in a twinkling—” So laying he retreated into ilhis den, leaving the Turk in feme confuflon. 
After a Ihort paufe, however, he faia fomething to 
1 • his 
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his interpreter, the meaning of which I had great 
curiofity to know, as he turned up his eyes while 
hefpoke, exprefling aftonifhment, mixed with de-* ! 

votion—We were gratified by means of the com- 
municative captain C—, who converfed with the!' 
dragoman as an old acquaintance. Ibrahim, thej 
ambaflador, who had miftaken his grace for thej' 
minifter’s fool, was no fooner undeceived by theff 
interpreter, lhaB he exclaimed to this effe£b If 
“ Holy prophet ! I don’t wonder that this naticnl 
“ profpers, feeing it is governed by the counfel off 
“ idiots ; a feries of men, whom all good mufful-lf 
“ men revere as the organs of immediate ir fpira-j 
“ tion !” Ibrahim was favoured with a pantcularj1 
audience of fhort duration ; after which . du!<el" 
condufted him to the door, and then t c . • • •. i toj 
diffufe his gracious locks among the crcu < aisl' 
worfhippers. 

As Mr. Barton advanced to prefent me to his I* 
grace, it was my fortune to attratl his notice, be-j* 
fore I was announced—Pie forthwith met me more p 
than half way, and, feizing me by the hand, “ My# 
“ dear fir Francis ! (cried he) this is fo kind-—Ip ,e vow to gad ! I am fo obliged—Such attention f “ to a poor broken minifter—Well—Pray when f1 
“ dees your excellency fet fail ?—For God’s fakew 
“ have a care of your health, and eat ftewed |' <c prunes in the paflage—Next to your own pre- ;f; 
“ cious health, pray, my dear excellency, take!' “ care of the five Nations—Our good friends the 'f' 
“ Five Nations- The Toryrories, the Maccol- | ‘ 
“ macks, the Out-o’the-ways, the Crickets, and !| “ the Kickfhaws Let’em have plenty of blan- | 
“ kets, and ftinkubus, and wampum; and your I “ excellency won’t fail to fcour the kettle, and I 
“ boil the chain, and bury the tree, and plant it’ 
“ the hatchet—Ha, ha, ha l” When he had Jut- 
tered this rhapfody, with his ufual precipitat 
Mr- Barton gave him to underftand, that I was neither 
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: neither Sir Francis nor St. Francis; but (imply 
.Mr. Melford, nephew to Mr. Bramble; who, 
v ftepping forward, made his bow at the fame time. 

“ Odfo ! no more it is Sir Francis—(laid this wife 
‘‘ ftat^fman) Mr. Melford, I’m glad to lee you— 

):*' I fent you an engineer to fortify your dock—Mr. 
| “ Bramble—your fervant Mr. Bramble—How dy’e, 
} “ good Mr. Bramble? Your nephew is a pretty 
J “ young fellow—Faith and troth, a very pretty fel- 
! “ low !—His father is my old friend—How does he 

hold it? Still troubled with that damned diforder, 1 “ ha?” “ No, my lord, (replied my uncle) all his 
“ troubles are over—He has been dead thefe fifteen 

, “ years.” “Dead! how—Yes, faith ! now I re- 
; “ member: he is dead, fure enough—Well, and 
' “ how— does the young gentleman Hand for Ha- 

: verford Weft ? or—a—what dy’e—my dear Mr. 
“ Milfordhaven, I’ll do you all the fervice in my 

power—I hope I have feme credit left ”My 
iuncle then gave him to underftand, that I was ftill 
a minor ; and that we had no intention to trouble 
him at prefent for any favour whatfoever—“I came 
“ hither with my nephew (added he) to pay our 
“ relpetts to your grace ; ana I iiiay venture to lay 
“ that his views and mine are at leaft as difinte- 
“ refted as thofe of any individual in this affetnbly.” 
“ My dear Mr. Brambleberry! yon do me infi- 
“ nite honour—I fhall always rejoice to fee you and 

your hopeful nephew, Mr. Milfcudhaven—My 
H “ credit, fuch as it is, you may command—I wifh 4,“ we had more friends of your kidney ” 
y Then, turning to Captain C , “ Ha, C— ! 

(faid he) what news, C—? How does the 
world wag ? ha 1” “ The world wags much 
after the old fafhion, my lord (anfwered the 
captain) : the politicians of London and Weft- v,“ minfter have begun again to wag their tongues 
againft your grace and your fhort-lived popu- 5f< larity wags like a feather, which the next puff of 

anti- 
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“ antiminifterial cahimny will blow away—•” A 
“ pack of rafcals (cried the duke)—Tories, Jaco-i 
“ bites, rebels; one half of them would wag theil ; “ heels at Tyburn, if they had their deferb  
So faying, he wheeled about; and, gcing round 
the levee, fpoke to every individual, with the troll 
courteous familiarity; but he fcarce ever opened ( his mouth without making feme blunder, in relaJ [ ’ 
tion to the perfon or bufinefs of the party with , 
whom he comerfed; fo that he realiy looked 1 ke ', 
a comedian hired to burlefque the chara&er of a L 
minifter—At length, a perfon of a very prepoffef- 'l; fing appearance coming in, his grace ran up, andd |( hugging him in his arms, with the appellation cfj , £< My dear Ch s!” led him forthwith into the . 
inner apartment, or Sanflum Sanflorum of this pot <(( litical temple. “ That (laid Captain C ) ish 
“ my friend C—T— , almoft the only man .of , <c parts who has any concern in the prefent ad-j ( “ mimflration—Indeed, he would have no concern-1 
“ at all in the matter, if the miniftry did not findi t 
“ it abfolutely neceflary to make ufe of his talents y, <£ upon feme particular occafions—As for the com-' 

men bufinefs of the nation, it is carried on in a 
conftant routine by the clerks of the different <s oflices, othetwiie the wheels of government! 11 would be wholly ftopt amidft the abrupt fuccef- 11 lion of miniflers, every one more ignorant than j 

“ his predecefTor—I am thinking what a fine hovel 
‘£ we fhould be in, if all the clerks of the treafuryj “ of the fecretaries, the war office, and theadmi- <£ ralty, fhould take it in their heads to throw up t£ their places in imitation of the great penfioner. : 
“ —But, to return to C—T ; he certainly| <£ knows more than all the miniftry and all the op- 
“ pofidon, if their heads were laid together, and) <£ talks like an angel on a vaft variety of fubje&sjj <£ —He w'culd really be a great man, if he had <£ any ccnfiftency or {lability of chara&er-—"I hen 
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“ it muft be owned, he wants courage, other wife “ he would never allow himfelf to be cowed by 

the great political bully, for whofe underftand- 
“ ing he has juftly a very great contempt. I have 

,p‘ feen him as much afraid of that overbearing 
“ Heftor, as ever fchool-boy was of his peda- 1 “ gogue ; and yet this Hedtor, I fhrewdly ful'peff, 

, “ is no more than a craven at bottom Befides 
‘this defeft, C has another, which he is at 
* “ too little pains to hide—There’s no faith to be 
“ given to his affertions, and no trail to be put in 
“ his promifes However to give the Devil his 

] <c due, he’s very good-natured ; and even friendly, <t when clofe urged in the way of felicitation 
—As for principle, that’s out of the queftion— 

*e In a word, he’s a wit and an orator, extreme- 
• ly entertaining, and he fhines very often at the 

expence even of thofe minifters to whom he is 
' “ a retainer—This is a mark of great imprudence, 
j! “ by which he has made them all his enemies, 

“ whatever face they may put upon the matter: 
'<£ and fooner or later he’ll have caufe to wifh he 
“ had been able to keep his own couniel—I have 

feveral times cautioned him on this fubjeff ; 1 “ but ’tis all preaching to the defart—His vanity 
“ runs away with his deferetion—” I could not ■' 'jhelp thinking the captain himfelf m ghthave been 

“l ; the better for fome hints of the fame nature.  
[ His panegyrick, excluding principle and veracity, 1 * puts me in mind of a conteft I once over-heard, in 

S the way of altercation, betwixt two apple-women 
in Spring-garden—One of thofe viragos having 
hinted fomething to the prejudice of the other’s mo- 
ral charaft, her antagonift, fet ting her hands in her 
Tides, replied—“ Speak out, huffy—I fcorn your 

malice—I own I’m both a whore and. a thief; ec and what more have you to lay ?—Damn you, 
| “ what more have you to lay ? bating that, which 

all the world knows, I challenge you to fay 
“ black 
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“ black is the white of my eye—” We did not 
wait for Mr. T ’s coming forth ; but after 
captain C had charafterifed all the originals in 
waiting, we adjourned to a coffee-houfe, where we 
had buttered muffins and tea to breakfaft, the faid 
captain ftill favouring us with his company—Nay, 
my uncle was fo diverted with his anecdotes, that 
he afked him to dinner, and treated him with a fine 
turbot, to which he did ample juftice—That fame 
evening I fpent at the tavern with fome friends, one 
of whom let me into C—’s chara&er, which Mr. 
Bramble no fooner underftood, than he expreffed 
fome concern for the connexion he had made 
and refolved to difengage himfelf from it without, 
ceremony. 

We are become members of the Society for the 
Encouragement of the Arts, and have aflifl^d at 
fome of their deliberations, which were conducted 
with equal fpirit and fagacity—My uncle is extreme- 
ly fond of the inftitution, which will certainly be 
produ&ive of great advantages to the public, if, 
from its democratical form, it does not degenerate 
into cabal and corruption You are already ac- 
quainted with his averfion to the influence of the- 
multitude, which he affirms, is incompatible with 
excellence, and fubverfive of order Indeed his 
deteftation of the mob has been heightened by fear, 
ever fince he fainted in the room at Bath ; and this 
apprehenfion has prevented him from going to the 
Little Theatre in the Hay-market, and other places 
of entertainment, to which, however, I have had 
the honour to attend the ladies. 

It grates old Square-Toes to refleft, that it is 
not in his power to enjoy even the motl elegant di- verfions of the capital,without the participation of 
the vulgar ; fi r they now thruft thenrdehes into all 
afiemblies, from a ridotto at St. James s, to a hop 
at Rotheihithe. I have 
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I have lately feen our bid acquaintance Dick Ivy, 

jwho we imagined had died of dram-drinking; but 
ae is lately emerged from the Fleet, by means of a 
»amphlet which he wrote and publifhed againft the ■overnment with fome fuccefs. The fale of this 
performance enabled him to appear in clean linen, 
nd he is now going about foliciting fubfcriptions, 
or his Poems ; but his breeches are not yet in the 
noft decent order. 
f Dick certainly deferves fome countenance for his 
btrepidity and perfeverance—It is not in the power 
if difappointment, nor even of damnation, to drive 
dm to defpair—After fome unfuccefsful eflays in 

ihe way of poetry, he commenced brandy-mer- 
hant, and I believe his whole flock ran out through 

; [is own bowels; then he conforted with a milk- 
foman, who kept a cellar in Petty Franee: but he 
Ould not make his quarters good, he was diflodg- 
tl and driven up flairs into the kennel by a corpo- 
M in the fecond regiment of foot-guards—He was 
Fterwards the laureat of Blackfriers, from whence 
jiere was a natural tranfition to the Fleet—As he 
'ad formerly mifearried in panegyric, he now turn- 
d his thoughts to fatire, and really feems to have 
bme talent for abufe. If he can hold out till the 
aeeting of the parliament, and be prepared for 
pother charge, in all probability Dick will mount 
fe pillory, or obtain a penfion, in either of which 
vents his fortune will be made—Mean while he 
gis acquired fome degree of confideration with the 
pfpe&able writers of the age ; and as I have fub- 
tribed for his works, he did me the favour t’other 
ght to introduce me to a lociety of thofe geni- 
fes; but I found them exceeding formal and ne- 
rved—They feemed afraid and jealous of one 

pother, and fat in a ftate of mutual repulfion, like ; i many particles of vapour, each fiirrounded by 
own eiedfnfied atmofph. re. Dick, who has 

i(jiore vivacity than judgment, tried more than 
once 
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once to enliven the converfation ; fometimes mak- 
ing an effort at wit, fometimes letting off a pun, and 
fometimes difcharging a conundrum ; nay at 
length he ftarted a difpute upon the hackneyed com- 
parifon betwixt blank verfe and rhyme, and the 
profeffors opened with great clamour; but, inftead 
of keeping to the fubjed, they launched out into 
tedious differtations on the poetry of the ancients ; » 
and one of them who had been a fchool-mafler, 
difplayed his whole knowledge of profody, gleaned.^ 
from Difputer and Ruddiman. At laff, I ventured 
to fay, I did not fee how the fubjed in queftion t: 
could be at all elucidated by the pradice of the an- f 
cients, who certainly had neither blank verfe nor (ii 
rhyme in their poems, which were meafured by' it 
feet, whereas ours are reckoned by the number off it, 
fyllables This remark feemed to give umbrage ot 
to the pedant, who forthwith involved himfelf in a tl 
cloud of Greek and Latin quotations, which no- it 
body attempted to difpel A confufed hum oft; 
infipid obfervations *and comments enfued ; and, in 
upon the whole, I never paffed a duller evening in 
my life—Yet, without all doubt, feme of therrt r- 
were men of learning, wit, and ingenuity. Asi it 
they are afraid of making free with one another,;! 
they fliould bring each his but, or whet-flone, a- p 
long with him, for the entertainment of the com-jljo pany—My uncle fays, he never defires to meet| it 
with more than one wit at a time—One wit like a I* 
nuckle of ham in foup, gives a zeft and flavour It to the difh ; but more than one %ves only to fpoil k1 

the pottage—And now I’m afraid I have given you! j[. 
an unconfcionable mefs, without an) flavour at all, n 
for which, I i'uppoie, you will beftow your bene-; It: 
didions upon 

your friend 
and fervant, 

J. Melford.I j 
Taj i 

London, June 5. 
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To Dr. Lewi s. 

DEAR LEWIS, 
YOUR fable of the monkey and the pig, is 

what the Italians call ben trmata : but I fhall not 
repeat it to my apothecary, who is a proud Scotch- 
bnan, very thin (kinned, and, for aught I know, may 
have his degree in his pocket—A right Scotchman 
has always two firings to his bow, and is in utrum- 
yue paratus Certain it is, I have not ’fcaped a 
Icouring ; but I believe, by means of that fcour- 
fng, I have ’fcaped fomething worfe, perhaps a 

j tedious fit of the gout or rheumatifm ; for my ap- 
petite began to flagg, and I had certain croakings in 

I [he bowels which boded me no good—Nay, I am 
ftiot yet quite free of thefe remembrances, which 

f fvarn me to be gone from this centre of infe&i- 
:i) pn  
f' What temptation can a man of my turn and 
i temperament have, to live in a place where every 

iorner teems with frefh objects of deteflation and 
iifguft ? What kind of tafle and organs muft thofe 

! people have, who really prefer the adulterate en- 
ioyments of the town to the genuine pleafures of ■ 1 country retreat? Moll people, I know, are ori- 
ginally feduced by vanity, ambition, and childifh 

; turiofity ; which cannot be gratified, but in the 
i:j ufy haunts of men : but, in the courfe of this gra- 

ification, their very organs of fenfe are perverted, 
' id they become habitually loft to every relifh of 

hat is genuine and excellent in its own nature. 
Shall I ftate the difference between my town 
ievances, and my country comforts ? At Bram- 

petcn-hai!, I have elbow-room within doors, and 
wreathe a clear, elaflic, falutaiy air- 
^ Vol. I. H -I enjoy re- 

frefhing 
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refrelhing fleep, which is never difturbed by hor- 
rid noife, nor interrupted, but in a morning, by 
the fweet twitter of the martlet at my window—I 
drink the virgin lymph, pure and cryftaline as it 
gulhes from the rock, or the fparkling beverage, 
home-brewed from malt of my own making; or 
I indulge with cider, which my own orchard af- 
fords ; or with claret of the beft growth, import- 
ed for my own ufe, by a correfpondent on whofe 
integrity I can depend ; my bread is fweet and 
nourilhing, made from my own wheat, ground in 
my own mill, and baked in my own oven, my 
table is, in a great meafure, furnilhed from my 
own ground; my five-year old mutton, fed on the j 
fragrant herbage of the mountains, that might vie! r 
with venifon in juice and flavour ; my delicious i 
veal, fattened with nothing but the mother’s milk, > 
that fills the difh with gravy ; my poultry from ,! 
the barn-door, that never knew confinement, but;i 
when they were at rooft ; my rabbits panting from 
the warren ; my game frefh from the moors; my 
trout and falmon firuggling from the ftream ; oyf-,f 
ters from their native banks; and herrings, with. 1 
other fea-filh, lean eat in four hours after they, 
are taken—My fallads, roots, and pot-herbs, myj 
own ga den yeilds in plenty and perfedlion ; the;. 
produce of the natural foil, prepared by moderate | 
cultivation. The fame foil affords all the diffe- ; 
rent fruits which England may call her own, fori 
that my defert is every day frefh-gathered from theft 
tree ; my dairy flows with ne&arious tides of milkl 
and cream, from whence we derive abundance on, 
excellent butter, curds, and cheefe ; and the re-4 
fufe fattens my pigs, that are deflined for hams* 
and bacon—I go to bed by times, and rife wth thejL 
fun—I make fhift to pafs the hours without wea.fl 
rinefs or regret, and am not deftitute of amufe-ff 
ments within doors, when the weather will ro^' permitf 
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permit me to go abroad 1 read, 'and chat, and 
play at billiards, cards, or back-gammon—With- 
out doors, I fuperintend my farm, and execute 
plans of improvement, the efFefts of which I en- 
joy with unfpeakable delight—Nor do I take lefs 
pleafure in feeing my tenants thrive under my 
aufpices, and the poor live comfortably by the em- 
ployment which I provide—You know I have one 
or two fenfible friends, to whom I can open all my 
heart; a bleflh g which, perhaps, I might have 
fought in vain among the crowded fcenes of life: 
there are few others of more humble parts, whom 
I efteem for their integrity ; and their converfation 

II find inoffienfive, though not very entertaining.. 
’- Finally, I live in the midft of honeft men, and 
‘fctrufty dependants, who, I flatter myfelf, have a 
i idifinterefted attachment to my perfon You, 
’yourlelf, my dear Do&or, can vouch for the truth I of thele affertions. 5: Now mark the contraft at London—I am pent 
f up in frowzy lodgings, where there is not room hj:noughto fwing a cat; and I breathe the fleams 
’ ^f endlefs putrefa&ion ; and thefe would, undoubt- 
edly, produce a peftilence, if they were not quali- 
; fied by the grofs acid of fea-coal, which is itfelf a 
^emicious nuifance to lungs of any delicacy of 

e^xture: but even this boafled correfilor cannot 
. prevent thofe languid, fallow looks, that diflin- 

II juifh the inhabitants of London from thofe ruddy 1 rwains that lead a country life—I go to bed after 
flpid-night, jaded and reftlefs from the diflipations 

rf the day—I Hart every hour from my fleep, at 
r1 be horrid noife of the watchmen bawling the hour 
'' [trough every ftreet, and thundering at every 

}oor ; a let of ufelefs fellows, who ferve no other 
iXirpofe but that of diflurbing the repofe of the in- 
jabitants ; and by five o’clock 1 itart out ot bed, 
i confequence of the frill more dreadful alarm 

H 2 made 
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made by the country carts, and noify ruftics bel- i 
lowing green peafe under my window. If I would 
drink water, I (null quaff the maukifh contents of 
an open aquedudt, expofed to all manner of de- 
filement j or fwallow that which comes from the 
river Thames, impregnated with all the filth of 
London and Weftminfter—Human excrement is ! 
the leafl offenfive part of the concrete, which is II 
compofed of all the drugs, minerals, and poifons, _ t 
ufed in mechanics and manufacture, enriched with 1 

the putryfying carcafes of beafts and men; and | i 
mixed with the fcourings of all the wafh-tub*, « 
kennels, and common fewers within the bills of 
mortality. 

This is the agreeable potation, extolled by the 1 

Londoners, as the fineft water in the univerfe  i 
As to the intoxicating potion, fold for wine, it is a £ 
vile, unpalatable, and pernicious fophiftication, i 
bulderdafhed with cider, corn-fpirit, and the juice * 
of floes. In an a&ion at law, laid againfl a car- 1 

man for L vlng ftaved a cafk of port, it appeared l 
from the evidence of the cooper, that there were '» 
not above five gallons of real wine in the whole > 
pipe, which held above a hundred, and even k 
that had been brewed and adulterated by the mer- f 
chant at Oporto. The bread I eat in London, is J ? 
a deleterious pafle, mixed up with chalk, alum and f 
bone-afties ; infipid to the tafte, and deftruClive to jf 
the conftitution. The good people are not igno-f 
rant of this adulteration ; but they prefer it to | it 
wholesome bread, becaufe.it is whiter than the jit 
meal of corn: thus they facrifice their tafle and iJ 
their health, and the lives of their tender infants J U 
to a mqft abfurd gratification of a mif-judging eye ;J k 
and the miller, or the baker, is obliged to poifoni (i 
tj etn and their families, in order to live by his| k 
profeflion. The fame monftrous depravity appears; l 

r. ti.ttr veal, which is bleached by repeated bkedm; 
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mgs, and other villancus arts, till there is not a 
drop of juice left in the body, and the poor animal 
is paralytic before it dies; fo void of all tafte, nou- 
rifhment, and favour, that a man might dine as 
comfortably on a white fricafee of kid-fkin gloves, 
or ch-p hats from Leghorn. 

As they have difcharged the natural colour from 
their bread, their butchers-meat, and poultry, their 
cutlets, ragouts, fricaffees, and fauces of ail kii us ; 
fo they iniifl: upon having the complexion of their 
pot-herbs mended, even at the hazard ot their 
lives. Perhaps, you will hardly believe they can 
be fo mad as to boil their greens with brafs half- 
pence, in order to improve their colour; and yet 
nothing is more true Indeed, without this im- 
provement in the colour, they have no perlbnaj 

1 "merit, They are produced in an artificial foil, 
and tafte of nothing but the dunghills, from 

, [whence they fpring. My cabbage, cauliflower, and 
.pfnaragus in the country, are as much fuperior in 

avour to thofe that are fold in Covent-garden, a* 
sny heath-mutton is to that of St. James’s-market; 
Whi h in fadt, is neither lamb nor mutton, buC 
fomething betwixt the two, gorged in the rank 

u fens of Lincoln and Eftex, pale, coarfe, and frow- 
,1 g.y—As for the pork, it is an abominable carnivo- 
ji Spus animal, fed with horfeflefh and diftillers [rains:; and the poultry is all rotten, in confe- 

[uence of a fever, occafioned by the infamous 
•ratlice of fewing up the gut, that they may be 

Ee f joner fattened in coops, in confequence of thi* 
uel retention. 
Of the fiih, I need fay nothing in this hot wea- 

er, but that it comes fixty, leventy, fourfcore 
da hundred miles by land-can iage ; a circum- 
mce fufticient, without any comment, to turn a 

^Dutchman’s ftomach, even if his nofe was not 
ikluted in every alley with the fweet flavour of 

H 5 frejk 
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/Vfyi'mackarel felling by retail—This is not the 
feaion for oyfters; neverthelefs, it may not be i 
amifs to mention, that the right Colchefter are 
kept in {lime-pits, occafionally overflowed by the 
fea ; and that the green colour, lb much admired 
by the voluptuaries of this metropolis, is occafion « 
ed by the vitriolic fcum, which rifes on the furface 
of the flagnant and {linking water Our rabbits ti 
are bred and fed in a poulterer’s cellar, where they y 
have neither air nor exercife, confequently they i 
mufl: be firm in flefli, and delicious in flavour;';: 
and there is no game to be had for love or money, 11 

It mufl; be owned, that Covent-Garden affords | 
fome gocd fruit; which, however, is always en-,-i 
grofled by a few individuals of over-grown for- 
tune, at an exorbitant price; fo that littfe elfe ; 
than the refufe of the market falls to the fhare •: 
of the community; and that is diftributed by t 
fuch filthy hands, as 1 cannot look at without ; 
loathing. It was but yefterday that I faw a dirty h 
barrow-bunter, in the ftreet, cleaning her dufly 
fruit with her own fpittle ; and who knows butjf 
fome fine lady of St. James’s parifh might admit 
into her delicate mouth thofe very cherries, whichd1 

had been rolled and moiftened between the filthy, 
and, perhaps, ulcerated chops of a St. Giles’s; 
huckfter—I need not dwell upon the pallid, con- 1 
laminated mafti, which they call ftraw berries;; i 
foiled and tofled by greafy paws through twenty f 
bafkets crufted with dirt and then prefented ’ 
with the worft milk, thickened with the worflj 
flour into a bad likenefs of cream : but the milk; 
itfelf fliould not pafs unanalyfed, the produce of 
faded cabbage-leaves and four draff, lowered wdth 
hot water, frothed with bruifed fnails, earned, 
through the ftreets in open pails, expofed to 
foul rinfings, difeharged from doors and windows! fpittle, 
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fpittle, fnot, and tobacco-quids from foot gaffen- 
gers, overflowings from mud-carts, fpatterings 
from coach-wheels, dirt and trafti chucked into 
it by roguifh boys for the joke’s-fake, the fpew- 
ings of infants, who have flabbered in the tin- 
meaiure, which is thrown tback in that condition 
a mong the milk, for the 'benefit of the next cuf- 
tomer ; and, finally, the vermin that drops from 
the rags of the nafty drab that vends this precious 
mixture, under the refpeftable denomination of 
milk-maid. 

I fhall conclude this catalogues of London dain- 
ties, with that table-beer, guiltlefs of hops and 
malt, vapid and naufeous ; much fitter to facili- 
tate the operation of a vomit, than to quench 
thirfl; and promote digeftion ; the tallowy rancid 
mafs, called butter, manufa&ured with candle- 
greafe and kitchen-flu ft'; and their frefh eggs, im- 
ported from France and Scotland.—Now, all thefe 
enormities might be remedied with a very little 
attention to the article of police, or civil regula- 
tion ; but the wife patriots of London have taken 
it into their heads, that alL regulation is inconfift- 
ent with liberty ; and that every man o'ught to 
live in his own way, without reftraint—Nay, as 
there is not fenfe enough left among them, to be 
difcompofed by the nuifances I have mentioned, 
they may, for aught I care, wallow in the mire of 
their own pollution. 

A companionable man will, undoubtedly, put 
up with many inconveniences for the fake of en* 
joying agreeable fociety. A facetious friend of mine 
ufed to fay, the wine could not be bad, where 
the company was agreeable ; a maxim which, 
however, ought to be taken cum grano falls .- but 
what is the fociety of London, that I Yhould be 
tempted, for its fake, to mortify my fenfes, and 
compound with fuch uncleannefs as my foul ab- 

H 4 hors ? 
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hors ? All the people I fee, are too much en- 
groffed by fchemes of intereft or ambition, to 
have any room left for ^fentiment or friendlhip— 
Even in Tome of my old acquaintance, thofe 
fchemes and purfuits have obliterated all traces of 
our former connexion—Converfation is reduced to 
party-difputes, and illiberal altercation Social 
commerce, to formal vifits and card-playing—If 
you pick up a diverting original by accident, it 
may be dangerous to amul'e yourfelf with his oddities—He is generally a tartar at bottom: a 
fharper, a fpy, or a lunatic. Every perfon you 
deal with endeavours to over-reach you in the way 
of bulinefs ; you are preyed upon by idle mendi- 
cants, who beg in the phrafe of borrowing, and 
live upon the fpoils of the ftranger—Your tradef- 
men are without confcience, your friends without affe&icn, and your dependants without fidelity— 

My letter would fwcll into a treatife, were I to 
particularize every caufe of offence that fills up 
the meafure of my averfion to this, and every other crowded city—Thank Heaven! I am not 
fo far fucked into the vortex, but that I can difen- 
gage myfeJf without any great effort of philofopliy 
--From this wild uproar of knavery, folly, and 
impertinence, I fhail fly with double reliflr to the 
ferenity of retirement, the cordial eflufions of 
unreferved friendfhip, the hofpitality and prote&i- 
onofthe rural gods; in a word tYiejucunda obit- 
via vlt<e, which Elorace himfelf had not tafte 
finough to enjoy.— 

I have agreed for a good travelling-coach and 
four, at a guinea a day, for three months certain ; 
ar.d next week we intend to begin our journey to 
the North, hoping ftill to be with you by the I.t z erd of October—I ihall continue to write 
fYom every flage where we make any confiderable 
halt as oiten as any thing occurs which I think can 
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can afford you the leaft amufement. In the mean 
time, I muft beg you will fuperintend the cecono- 
my of Barns, with refpeft to my hay and com 
harvefts; allured that my ground produces nothing 
but what you may freely call your own—On any 
other terms I fhould be afhamed to fubfcribe my- 
felf 

your unvariable friend, London, June8. Matt. Bramble. 

ToSirWATKiN Phillips, Bart.of Jefus col- 
lege, Oxon 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 
I IN my laft, I mentioned my having fpent aa 
^evening with a fociety of authors, who feemed to 
|be jealous and afraid of one another. My uncle ;was not at all furprifed to hear me fay I was dif- 
nappointed in their converfation. “ A man may 

be very entertaining and inflruflive upon paper, 
(faid he) and exceedingly dull in common dif- 
courfe. I have obferved, that thofe who fhine 
moft in private company, are but fecondary ftars 
in the conftellatlon of genius—A fmall flock of 
ideas is more eafily managed, and fooner dis- 
played than a great quantity crowded together. 
There is very feldom any thing extraodinary 
in the appearance and addrefs of a good writer ; 
whereas a du 1 author generally diflinguifhes 
himfelf by fome bddity or extravagance. For 

!** this reafon, I fancy, that an affembly of Grubs k' muft be very diverting.” 
My curiofity being excited by this hint, I con 

ulted my friend Dick Ivy, who undertook to gra- 
;ify it the very next dav, which was Sunday laft.— 

' H 5 He 
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He carried me to dine with S , whom you and 
I have long known by his writings.—He lives in 
the flurts of the town, and every Sunday his houfe 
is open to all unfortunate brothers of the quill, 
whom he treats v, ith beef, pudding, and potatoes, 
port, punch, and Calvert’s entire butt beer.  
He has fixed upon the firft day of the week for 
the exercife of his hofpitality, becaufe fome of his 
guefts could not enjoy it on any other, for reafons 
that 1 need not explain. I was civilly received in a 
plain, yet decent habitation, which opened back- 
wards into a very pleafant garden, kept’ in excel- 
lent order; and indeed, I faw, none of the out- 
ward figns of authorfhip, either in the houfe or 
the landlord, who is one of thofe few writers of 
the age that {land upon their own foundation, 
without patronage, and above dependence. If 
there was nothing charafteriflic in the entertainer, 
the company made ample amends for his want of 
Angularity. 

At two in the after-noon, I found myfelf one of 
ten mefs-mates feated at table ; and, I queflion, 
if the whole kingdom could produce fuch another 
afiemblage of originals. Among their peculiari- 
ties, I do not mention thofe of drefs, which may 
be purely accidental. What ftruck me were od- 
dities originally produced by affectation, and after- 
wards confirmed by habit. One of them wore 
fpeClacles at dinner, and another, his hat flapped ; 
though (as Ivy told me) the firft was noted for 
having a feaman’s eye, when a bailiff was in the 
wind ; and the other was never known to labour 
under any weaknefs or defeCt of vifion, except 
about five years ago, when he wai complimented 
with a couple of black eyes by a player, with 
whom he had quarrelled in his drink. A third 
wore a laced flocking, and made ufe of crutches, 
becaufe, once in his life, he had_been laid up with a broken 
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a broken leg, though no man could leap over a 
flick with more agility. A fourth had contracted 
fuch an antipathy to the country, that he infifted 
upon fitting with his back towards the window 
that looked into the garden, and when a difh of 
cauliflower was fet upon the table, he fnuffed up 
volatile falls to keep him from fainting ; yet this 
delicate perfon was the fon of a cottager, born un- 
der a hedge, and had many years run wild among 
aflfes on a common. A fifth affe&ed diftraftion— 
When fpoke to, he always anfwered from the pur- 
pofe—fometimes he fuddenly ftarted up, and rap- 
ped out a dreadful oath—fometimes he burfl out a- 
laughing—then he folded his arms, and fighed— 
and then he hifled like fifty ferpents. 

At firft, I really thought he was mad, and, as 
he fat near me, began to be under fome apprehen- 
fxons for my own fafety, when our landlord, per- 
ceiving me alarmed, affured me aloud that I had 
nothing to fear. “ The gentleman (faid he) is 
“ trying to a£l a part, for which he is by no 
“ means qualified—If he had all the inclination “ in the world, it is not in his power to be mad. 
“ His fpirits are too flat to be kindled into frenzy.” “ ’Tis no bad p-p-puff, how-ow-ever (obferved a 
“ perfon in a tarnifhed laced coat) : aff-ffefted 
“ ma-madnefs w-will p-pafs for w-wit w-with nine <t nine-teen out of t-wenty.”—“An affe&ed “ fluttering for humour : replied our landlord ; 
“ tho’, Gcd knows, there is no affinity betwixt 
“ them.” It feems,. this wag, after having made 
fame abortive attempts in plain fpeaking, had re 
courfe to this defeat, by means of which he fre- 
quently extorted the laugh of the company, with- 
out the leafl expence of genius; and that imper- 
feftion, which he had at fir.fl counterfeited, was 
now become fo habitual, that he could not lay it 
afide. 

A certain 
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A certain winking genius, who wore yellow 

gloves at dinner, had on his firft introdu&ion, 
taken fuch ofFence at S , becaufe he looked 
and talked, and ate and drank like any other man, 
that he fpoke contemptuoufly of his underftanding 
ever after, and never would repeat his vifit, until 
he had exhibitefl the following proof of his caprice. 
Wat Wyvil, the poet, having made feme unfuc- j 
cefsful advances towards an intimacy with S , 
at laft gave him to underftand, by a third perfon, 
that he had written a poem in his praife, and a 
fatire againft his perfon; that if he would admit 
him to his hou!e, the firft (hould be immediately 
lent to prefs ; but that if he perfifted in declining i 
his friendlhip, he would publifh the fatire without 
delay. S replied, that he looked upon Wy- 
vil’s panegyrick, as in effed, a fpecies of infamy, j : 

and wouldrefent it accordingly with a good cud— f 
gel; but if he publiflied the fatire, he might de j ‘ 
ferve hiscompaffion, and had nothing to fear from 
his revenge. Wyvil having confidered the alter- 
native, refolv.ed to mortify S by printing the ! 
panegyrick, for which he received a found drub- 
bing. Then he fw'ore the peace againft the agref- ,j 
for, who, in order to avoid a profecution at law, | 
admitted him to his good graces. It was the fin- j 

(gularity in S——’s conduct on this occafion, that j 
reconciled him to the yellow-gloved philofopher, i 
who owned he had feme genius, and from that pe- 
riod cultivated his acquaintance. 

Curious to know upon what fubjefts the feveral .] 
talents of my fellow-guefts were employed, I ap- 
plied to my communicative friend Dick Ivy, who ^ gave me to underftand, that moft of them w ere, 1 
or had been, underftrappers, or journeymen, io j 
more creditable authors, for whom they tranlkt- 3 
e d, collated, and compiled, in the bufinefs of | 
bock-making; and that all of them had, at differ- 1 
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ent times, laboured in the fervice of our landlord, 
though they had now fet up for themlelves in va- 
rious departments of literature. Not only their ta- 
lents, but alio their nations and dialedb were fo va- 
rious, that our converfation refembled the confu- 
fion of tongues at Babel. 

We had the Irifh brogue the Scotch accent, 
and foreign Idiom, twanged off by the moft difcor- 

. dant vociferation; for, as they all fpoke together, 
no man had any chance to be heard, unlefs he 

; could bawl lowder than his fellows. It mull be 
[ owned, however, there was nothing pedantic in 
»their difcourfe ; they carefully avoided all learned 

difquifitions, and endeavoured to be facetious; nor 
did their endeavours always mifcarry—fome droll 

» repartee paffed, and much laughter was excited ; 
• and if any individual loft his temper fo far as to 
. tranfgrefs the bounds of decorum, he was effedlu- 
, ally checked by the mafter of the feaft, who exert- 
* ed a fort of paternal authority over this irritable 
i tribe. 
s' The moft learned philofopher of the whole col- 
‘dedfion, who had been expelled the univerfity for 
atheifm, has made great progrefs in a refutation of 

j lord Bolingbroke’s metaphyfical works, which is 
i | faid to be equally ingenious and orthodox ; but, in 1 the mean time, he has been prefented to the grand 

[jury as a public nuifance, for having blaipbemed 
in an alehoufe on the Lord’s day. The Scotch- 

|man gives ledfures on the pronunciation of the En- 
jglifh language, which he is now publifhing by fub- 
fcripiion. 

i The Irifhman is a political writer, and goes by 
ithe name of my Lord Potatoe. He w rote a pam- 
phlet in vindication of a minifter, honing his zeal 

Would be re-warded by fome place or penfion ; but 
jfinding himfelf negledled in that quarter, he whif- 
i'pered about that the pamphlet was written by the 
minifter himfelf, and he p.ubliftied an anfw^er to his 

own 
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own produ&ion. In this he addreffed the author, 
under the title of lordjb'' r ‘ ^ 1 

up the whole impreflion. The wife politicians of 
the metropolis declared they were both mafterly 
performances, and chuckled over the flimfey reve- 
ries of an ignorant garetteer, as the profound fpe- 
culations of a veteran ftatefman, acquainted with 
all the fecrets of the cabinet. The impofture was 
dete&ed in the fequel, and our Hibernian pamphle- 
teer retains no part of his aflumed importance, but 
the bare title of my lord, and the upper part of the 
table at the potatoe ordinary in Shoe-lane. 

Oppofite to me fat a Piedmontefe, who had o- 
bliged the public with a humourous fatire, intituled. 
The Balance of the Enylijh Poets, a performance 
which evinced the great modefty and tafte of the 
author, and, in particular, his intimacies with the 
elegancies of the Englifh language. Thefage, who 
laboured under the aypoipo&a, or horror of green 
fields, had juft finifhed a treatife on pra&ical agri- 
culture, though in fa& he had never feen corn 
g owing in bis life, and was fo ignorant of grain,, 
that our entertainer, in the face of the whole com- 
pany, made him own, that a plate of hominy was 
the beft rice pudding he had ever eat. 

The ftutterer had almoft finifhed his travels 
through Europe and ..part of Afia, without ever 
budging beyond the liberties of the King’s llench, 
except in term time, with a tipftafF for his compa- 
nion ; and as for little Tim Crcpdale, the moft fa- 
cetious member of the whole fcciety, he had. hap- 
pily wound up the cataftrophe of a virgin tragedy, 
from the exhibition of which he pronrufed bimfelf 
a large fund of profit and reputation. T im had 
made fhift to live many years by writing novels, at 
the rate of five pouncs a volume;, but that branch 

that the public fwallowed 

ef. 
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of bufxnefs is now engrofled by female authors, who 
publiih merely for the propagation of virtue, with 
fo much eafe, and fpirit, and delicacy, and know- 
ledge of the human heart, and ail in the ferene 
tranquillity of high life, that the reader is not only 
inchanted by their genius, but reformed by their 
morality. 

After dinner we adjourned into the garden, 
where, 1 obferved, Mr. S gave a fhort fe- 
parate audience to every individual in a ftrull re- 
mote filbert walk, from whence moll of them drop- 
ped off one after another, without further ceremo- 
ny ; but they were replaced by frelh recruits of the 
fame clan, who canje to make an afternoon’s vifitj 
and, among others, a fpruce bookfeller, called 
Birkin, who rode his own geiding, and made his 
appearance in a pair of new jemmy boots, with 
maffy fpurs of plate. It was not without reafon 
that this midwife of the mufesufed exercife a-horfe- 
back, for he was too fat to walk a-foot, and he un- 
derwent fome farcafms from Tim Cropdale, on his 

^unwieldy fize and inaptitude for motion. Birkin, 
'jwho took umbrage at this poor author’s petulence 
in prefuming to joke upon a man fo much richer 
than himfelf, told him, he wTas not fo unwieldy but 

' that he could move the marfhalfea court for a writ, 
land even overtake him with it, if he did not very 
Tpeedily come and fettle accounts with him, relpedf- 
t ing the expence of publifhing his laft Ode to the 
: king of Pruflia, of which he had fold but three, 
i and one of them was to Whitfield the methodiff. 
Tim affe&ed to receive this intimation with good 
humour, faying, he expe&ed in a poft or two, from 

j Potfdam, a poem of thanks from his Pruflian ma- 
ijefty, who knew very well how to pay poets in 
) their own coin j but, in the mean time, he pro- pofed, that Mr. Birkin and he fhould run thn e 
! times round the garden for a bowl of punch, to be 

drank. 
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drank at Alhley’s in the evening, and he would • 
run boots againft ftockings. The bookfeller, who 
valued himfelf upon his mettle, was perfuaded to ] 
accept the challenge, and he forthwith refigned his ' 
boots to Cropdale, who, when he had put them ^ 
on, was no bad reprefentation of Captain Piftol in | 
the play. 

Every thing being adjufted, they ftarted toge- • 
ther with great impetuofity, and, in the fecond I* 
round, Birkin had clearly the advantage, larding 
the lean earth as be puff'd along. Cropdale had no ! “ 
mind to contefl the vidlory further, but, in a if 
twinkling, difappeared through the back-dcor of " 
the garden, which opened into-a private lane, that 
had communication with the high road—The ‘ 
fpe&ators immediately began to hallo,“Stole away!” " 
and Birkin fet off in purfuit of him with great ea- 
gernefs; but he had not advanced twenty yards 
in the lane, when a thorn running into his foot, j 
lent him hopping back into the garden, roaring 
with pain, and fwearing with vexation. When he 
was delivered from this annoyance by the Scotch- 
man, who had been bred to furgery, he looked j 
about him wildly, exclaiming, ‘‘ Sure, the fellow j 
“ won’t be inch a rogue as to run clear away with 
“ my boots!” Our landlord, having reconnoi- 
tred the fhots he had left, which, indeed, hardly 
deferved that name, “ Pray (faid he) Mr. Bir- t 
“ kin, v. a’n’t your boots made of calf- fkin ? “ Calf- | 
“ Ikin or cow {kin (replied the other) I’ll find a 
“ flip of fheep-fkin that will do his bufinefs.—I loft | 
“ twenty pounds by his farce, which you perfuaded 1 
“ me to buy.—I am cut of pocket five pounds by <s his damn’d ode ; and now this pair of boots, bran | 
“ new, coft me thirty {hillings, as per receipt.— I 
“ But this affair of the boots is felony—tranfporta- ■ 
‘‘ tion.—I’ll have the.dcg indidted at the Old Bai- 11 
“ ley—I will, Mr. S , I will be revenged, ^ 
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] *< even though I fhould lofe my debt in confequence 

F* of his conviftion.” 
Mr. S— faid nothing at prefent, but accommo- 

dated him with a pair of fhoes ; then ordered his 
, fervant to rub him down, and comfort him with a 
- glafs of rum punch, which feemed, in a great mea- 
ifure, to cool the rage of his indignation. “ After 
“ all (faid our landlord) this is no more than a 
F‘ humbug in the way of wit ; though it deferves t( a more refpe&able epithet, when confidered- as 
“ an effort of invention. Tim being, 1 fuppofe, 
F* out of credit with the cord vainer, fell upon this 

; ingenious expedient to fupply the want of fines, 
. i'4 knowing that Mr. Birkin, who loves humour, 

would himfelf relifh the joke upon a little recol- 
ledion. Cropdaleliterally lives by hr. wit, which 

Ihe has exercifed upon all his friends in their turns, 
f* He once borrowed my poney for five or fix days 

to go to Salilbury, and fold him in Smithfieid at 
“ his return. This was a joke of ftich a ferious na- fi ture, that, in the fitft tranfports of my paificn, 

f I had fome thoughts of profecuting him for s‘ horfe-ftealing •, and even when my refentment 
had in fome meafure fubfided, as he ir.dufirioufly 

j* avoided me, I vowed, I would take kuisfadion 
jf on his ribs with the firft opportunity. One day, 

feeing him at fome diftar.ee in the flrew, corning 
r towards me, l began to prepare my c;::w for ac- 
* tion, and walked in the fhadow of a pe r er, that 

• ' f* he might not perceive me foon enough to make 
! ft his efcape; but, in the very inftant I i.ad lifted 

I* up the inftrument of corredion, I found Tim 
‘ p Cropdale metamorphosed into a miferaBle blind 
- p wretch, feeling his way with a long ftick from 

‘ poft to poft, and rolling about two bald unhght- 
y c.l irfiead oi eyes. I was exceedingly 

’ ||‘ fliocked at having fo narrowly efcaped the con- 

""" 
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“ cern and difgrace that would have attended fuch 
“ a mifapplication of vengeance; but, next day, 
‘‘ Tim prevailed on a friend of mine to come and 
“ lolicit my forgivenefs, and offer his note, payable 
“ in fix weeks, for the price of the poney.—This 
“ gentleman gave me to underftand, that the blind 

man was no other than Cropdale, who having; j 
“ feen me advancing, and gueffmg my intent, had t 
“ immediately converted himfelf into the objedf a-^ I 
“ forefaid.—I was fo diverted at the ingenuity of 
“ the evafion, that I agreed to pardon his offence,! 
“ refufing his note, however, that I might keep a, 
“ profecution for felony hanging over his head, as 
“ a itcurity for his future good behaviour—But Ti- ; 
“ mothy would by no means truft himfelf in my 
“ hands till the note was accepted—then he made! 

his appearance at my door as a blind beggar, and I 
“ impoied in iuch a manner upon my man, who: 

had been his old acquaintance and pot-compa-j 
‘‘ nicn, that the fellow threw the door in his face 
“ and even threatened to gi\e him the baftinado. 
“ Hearing a noife in the hall, I went thither, and| 
“ immediately recolledling ;he figure I had paffed 
“ in the ftreet, accofted him by his own namej 
‘‘ to the unfptakable aftoniffunent of the footman.’1 

Beikin declared he loved a joke as well as ano-j 
ther ; but afked if any of the company could tell! 
where Mr. Crcpdale lodged, that he might fend! 
him a propofal about rertitution, before the boots i 
fhould be made away with. “ I would willingly 
“ give him a pair of new fhoes, (faid he) and half 
“ a guinea into the bargain, for the boots, which j 
“ fitted me like a glove, and I (han’t be able to j 
“ get the fellows of them till the good w'eather j 
“ for riding is over.” The fluttering wit deJ 
dared, that the only fecret which Cropdale ever! 
kept, was the place of his lodgings; but, he be- lieved,] 
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lieved, that during the heata of fummer, he com- 
monly took his repofe upon a bulk, or indulged 
himielf in frefco with one of the kennel-nymphs, 
under the portico of St. Martin’s church. “ Pox 

on him (cried the bookfeller) he might as well : have taken my whip and fpurs—In that cafe, : he might have been tempted to Heal another : horfe, and then he would have rid to the devil 
of courfe.” 
After coffee I took my leave of Mr. S , with 

proper acknowledgments of his civility, and was 
extremely well pleafed with the entertainment of 
the day, though not yet fatisfied with refpedf to 
the nature of this connexion betwixt a man of 
chara&er in the literary world, and a parcel of 
authorlings, who, in all probability, would never 
be able to acquire any degree of reputation by their 
labours. On this head I interrogated my con- 
ductor, Dick Ivy, who anfwered me to this effedt: 
‘‘ One would imagine S  had fome view to 
“ his own intereft in giving countenance and af- 
“ fiftance to thofe people, whom he knows to be 
“ bad men, as well as bad writers ; but, if he has 

any fuch view, he will find himfelf difappoint- : ed ; for if he is fo vain as to imagine he can : make them fubfervient to his fcheir.es of profit c or ambition, they are cunning enough to make : him their property in the mean time. There 
'■ is not one of the company you have feen to-day : (myfelf excepted) who does not owe him parti- 1 cular obligations.—One of them- he bailed out 1 of a fpunging-houfe, and afterwards paid the 
‘ debt—another he tranflated into his family, and 
‘ cloathed, when he was turned out half-naked 
‘ from gaol in confequence of an a£t for the relief 
* of infolvent debtors—a third, who was reduced 
‘ to a woollen night-cap, and lived upon fheep’s- 
* trotters, up three pair of flairs backward in 

“ Butcher- 



i88 The EXPEDITION of 
Butcher-row, he took into prefent pay and free ( 

“ quarters, and enabled him to appear as a gentle-; 
“ man, without having the fear of fheriff’s 
“ cers before his eyes. Thofe who are in diftrefs 
“ he fupplies with money when he has if, and 
“ with his credit when he is out of cafh. When 
“ they want bufinefs, he either finds employment 
“ for them in his own fervice, or recommend* 
“ them to bookfelters to execute feme projedt he 
“ has formed for their fubfiihence. They are, 
“ always welcome to his table, (which, though1 

“ plain, is plentiful) and to his good ofT-ces as far 
as they will go; and when they fee occafion, 

“ they make ule of his name with the moit petu-j 
“ lar.t familiarity ; nay, they do not even fcruple 
“ to arrogate to themfeives the merit of h me of1; 
“ his performances, and have been known to fell *< their owm lucubrations as the produce of his 
“ brain. The Scotchman you law at dinner once | 
*« perforated him at an aleT.ouk :n VVeft-S'nvth- 
** field, and, in the character of S •, had hi* 
‘‘ head broke by a cow-keeper, for having fpokfe , “ difrefpeflfully of the Chrulian religion; but 
“ he took the law of him in his own perfon, and 
“ the affailant was fain to give him ten pounds to I 
“ withdraw his action.” 

I obierved, that alt this appearance of liberality S 
on the fide of Mr. S  was eafily accounted | 
for, on the fuppofition that they flattered him in 
private, and engaged his adverfaries in public; and 
yet I was aftoniihed, when I recolle&ed that I 
often had feen this writer virulently abufed in pa- 
pers, poems, and pamphlets, and not a pen was 
drawn in his oefence.——“ But you will be more 1 
“ afiorifl'.-f aid he) when ] affure you, thofe ;| “ very guefti; whom you law at his table to-day, I 
“ ^en lI -e authors of great part of that abide; ; 
“ and he himlelf- is well aware of their particular ) “ favours. 
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t favours, for they are all eager to deteQ; and 

betray one another.”—‘‘ But this is doing the 
devil’s work for nothing (cried I.) What fhould 

‘£ induce them to revile their benefa&or without 
; “ provocation ?” “ Envy (anfwered Dick) is the 

:j “ general incitement; but they are galled by an 
l “ additional fcourge of provocation. S  di- <i re£fs a literary journal, in which their produc- 
“ lions are neceffarily brought to trial; and though 
“ many of them have been treated with fuch 

lenity and favour as they little deferved, yet 
r the flighteft cenfure, fuch as, perhaps, could 

not be avoided with any pretenfions to candour 
;tc and impartiality, has rankled in the hearts of 

thofe authors to fuch a degree, that they have 
; taken immediate vengeance on the critic in 

anonymous libels, letters, and lampoons. In- 
; deed, all the writers of the age, good, bad, 
. and indifferent, from the moment he affumed 
. p this office, became his enemies, either pro- 
1 fe fdfed or in petto, except thofe of his friends 

f'( who knew they had nothing to fear from his 
ftridhires; and he muft be a wifer man than me, 

; who can tell what advantage or fatisfaftion he u derives from having brought fuch a neft of r hornets about his ears.” 
I owned, that was a point which might deferve 

jonftderation ; but ftill I expreffed a defire to know 
nis real motives for continuing his friendfhip to a 
Set of rafcals equally ungrateful and infignificant.— 
He faid, he did not pretend to affign any reafona- 
ijible motive; that, if the truth muff be told, the 
fnan was, in point of conduct, a mofl incorrigible 

ool ; that, though he pretended to have a knack 
jit hitting off chara&ers, he blundered flrangely in 
ahe diftribution of his favours, which were gene- 
rally bedewed on the mod undefervirg of thefe 
»vho had recourfe to his affiftance; that, indeed, this 
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this preference was not fo much owing to want of 
difcernment as to want of refolution, for he had 
not fortitude enough to refill the importunity even 
of the moft worthlefs; and, as he did not know 
the value of money, there was very little merit in 
parting with it fo eafily: that his pride was gra- 
tified in feeing himfelf courted by fuch a number 
of literary dependants; that, probably, he de- 
lighted in hearing them expofe and traduce one 
another; and, finally, from their information, he 
became acquainted with all the tranfactions of 
Grub-ftreet, which he had fome thoughts of com- 
piling, for the entertainment of the public. 

I could not help fufpe£ting, from Dick’* dif- 
courfe, that he had fome particular grudge againfl 
S , upon whofe conduQ: he had put the worft 
confiru&ion it would bear; and, by dint of crofs- 
examination, I found he was not at all fatisfied 
with the charafler which had been given in the 
Review of his lafl performance, though it had 
been treated civilly, in confequence of the author’s 
application to the critic. By all accounts, S   
is not without weaknefs and caprice ; but he is 
certainly good-humoured and civilized ; nor do I 
find, that there is any thing over-bearing, cruel, 
or implacable in his difpofition. 

I have dwelt fo long upon authors, that you 
will perhaps fufpedl I intend to enroll myfelf 
among the fraternity ; but, if I were actually 
qualified for the profefllon, it is at beft but a def- 
perate refource againfl flarving, as it affords no 
provifion for old age and infirmity. Salmon, at 
the age of fourfeore, is now in a garret, compil- 
ing matter, at a guinea a fheet, for a modern : 

hiflorian, who, in point of age, might be his 
grand child ; and Pfalmonazar, after having 
drudged half a century in the literary mill, in all 

the 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 191 
1 the fimplicity and abftinence of an Afiatic, fubfifts 
. upon the charity of a few bookfeliers, juft fuffici- 

ent to keep him from the parifti 1 think Guy, 
who was himfelf a bookfeller, ought to have ap- 
propriated one wing or ward of his hofpital to the 
ufe of decayed authors; though, indeed, there is 
neither hofpital, college, nor work-houfe, within 
the bills of mortality, large enough to contain the 
poor of this fociety, compofed, as it is, from the 
irefufe of every other profeffion. 

I know not whether you will find any amufe- 
ment in this account of an odd race of mortals, 

i whofe conftitution had, I own, igreatly interefted 
I the curiofity of 

’ } To Mifs L^titxa Willis, at Gloucefter. 
' MY DEAR LETTY, 

THERE is fomething on my fpirits, which I 1 ’.fhould not venture to communicate by the poft, 
|but having the opportunity of Mrs. Brentwood’s 

. Return, I feize it eagerly, to difburden my poor 
iheart, which is oppreffed with fear and vexation. 1—O Letty! what a miferable fituation it is, to 
be v/ithout a friend to whom one can apply for 
counfel and confolation in diftrefs! I hinted in my 1 daft, that one Mr. Barton had been very particu- 

trlar in his civilities : I can no longer miftake his 
jmeaning he has formally proieifed himfelf my 
admirer ; and, after a thouland afliduities, per- 
ceiving I made but a cold return to his addrefles. 

yours. 
London, June 10. J. Melford. 

he 
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he had recourfe to the mediation of lady Grifkin,' 
who has afted the part of a very warm advocate 
in his behalf :—but, my dear Willis, her ladyfhip i 
overafts her part—Ihe not only expatiates on the 
ample fortune, the great connexions, and the un- 
blemifhed chara&er of Mr. Barton, but fhe takes 
the trouble to catechife me; and, two days ago, 
peremptorily told me, that'a girl of my age could 
not poffibly refift fo many confiderations, if her 
heart was not pre-engaged. 

This infinuation threw me into fuch a flutter,, 
that fhe could not but obferve my diforder; and. 
prefuming upon the difcovery, infifted upon my 
making her the confidante of my paflion. But,| 
although I had not fuch command of myfelf as to 
conceal the emotion of my heart, I am not fuch, 
a child as to difclofe its fecrets to a perfon who t 
would certainly ufe them to its prejudice. I told 
her, it was no wonder if I was out of counte-j 
nance, at her introducing a fubjeS of converfation 
fo unfuitable to my years and inexperience ; that 
I believed Mr. Barton was a very worthy gentle-: 
man, and I was much obliged to him for his good]) 
opinion ; but the affe&ions were involuntary, and 
mine, in particular, had as yet made no concefTons 
in his favour. She fhcok her head with an air of 
diftrufl: that made me tremble ; and obfervtd, that 
if my affe&ions were free, they would tubmit to 
the decifion of prudence, efpecially when eniorcedj 
by the authority of thofe who had a right to dne& 
my ccnduft. This remark implied a defigi 
inttieft my uncle or my aunt, peihaps my brother, 
in behalf of Mr. Barton’s paflTcn ; at o I am fadly ' 
afiaid that my aunt is already gained over. Yefienf 
day in the afternoon, he had been wail ing with u* 
in the Park, and flopping in cur retun at a toyd 
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fufed, till fhe commanded me to accept it on pain 
of her difpleafure : neverthelefs, being ftill unfa- 
tisfied with refpe& to the propriety of receiving 
this toy, I fignified my doubts to my brother, who 
faid he would confult my uncle on the fubjeft, and 
feemed to think Mr. Barton had been rather pre- 
mature in his prefents. 

What will be the refult of this confultation. 
Heaven knows; but I am afraid it will produce an 
^explanation with Mr. Barton, who will, no doubt, 
avow his paflion, and folicit their confent to a con- 
nexion which my foul abhors ; for, my deareft Let- 
sty, it is not in my power to love Mr. Barton, 
even if my heart was untouched by any other ten- 
dernefs. Not that there is any thing difagreeable 

1 about his perfon, but there is a total want of that 
i mamelefs charm whice captivates and controls the 

inchanted fpirit at leaft, he appears to me to 
have this defeat; but if he had all the engaging 

f qualifications which a man can poflefs, they would 
ii fee excited in vain agaibft that conftancy, which, I 
flatter myfelf, is the chara&eriftic of my nature. ■No, my dear Willis, I may be involved in frelh 

roubles, and I believe I fhall, from the importu- 
lities of ■this gentleman and the violence of my re- 

liations ; but my heart is incapable of change. 
You know, I put no faith in dreams ; and yet I 

have been much difturbed by one that vifited me 
night.—I thought I was in a church, where a 

[certain perfon, whom you know, was on the point 
Sf being married to my aunt; that the clergyman 

'as Mr. Barton, and that poor forlorn I flood reeping in a corner, half naked, and without fhoes 
{lockings. Now, I know there is nothing fo 

|hildi{h as to be moved by thbfe vain illufions ; 
jut, neverthelefs, in fpite of all my reafon, this 
lath made a ftrong impreflion upon my mind, 

Vol. I. I which 
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which begins to be very gloomy. Indeed, I have 
another more fubftantial caufe of affli&ion 1! 
have fome religious fcruples, my dear friend, which 
lie heavy on my ccnfcience.—I was perfuaded to 
go to the Tabernacle, where I heard a difcourfe 
that aflfe&ed me deeply. 1 have prayed fervent-- 
ly to be enlightened, but as yet I am not fenfible 
of thefe inward motions, thofe operations of grace,! 
which are the figns of a regenerated fpirit; and 
therefore I begin to be in terrible apprehenfions 
about the ftate of my poor foul. Some of our fa- 
mily have had very uncommon acceflions, parti-: 
cularly my aunt and Mrs. Jenkins, who fometimesi 
fpeak as if they were really infpired ; fo that I am 
not like to want for either exhortation or example,1 

to purify my thoughts, and recall them from the 
vanities of this world, which, indeed, I would { 
willingly reiign, if it was in my power ; but to » 
make this facrifice, I mull be enabled by fuch af- * 
fifiance from above as hath not yet been indulged [ 
to U 

your unfortunate friend, 
June io. Lydia Melford. j. 

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col- t( lege, Oxon. 
DEAR PHILLIPS, m: 

THE moment I received your letter, I began > 
to execute your commiffion—With the afliftar.ee i 
of mine heft at the Bull and Gate, I difeoveredjL 
the place to which your fugitive valet had retreat-l 
ed, and taxed him with his difhonefty Thei. fellowj* 
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tfellow was in manifeft cohfufion at fight of me, 
Eiut he denied the charge with great confidence, 

ill [ told him, that if he would give up the watch 
vhich was a family piece, he might keep the 

money and the clothes, and go to the devil his 
5wn vvay, at his leiiure ; but if he reje&ed this 
aropofal, I would deliver him forthwith to the 
:onftable, whom I had provided for that purpofe, 

i md he would carry him before the juftice without 
1 brther delay. After fbme hefitation, he defired 
i- b fpeak with me in the next room, • here he pro- 

• euced the watch, with all its appendages, and I 
i iave delivered it to our landlord, to be fent you 
' y the firft fafe conveyance So much for bu- 

neis. 
t I fhall grow vain, upon your faying you find 
j atertainment in my letters; barren, as they 
ibrtainly are, of incident and importance, becaufe 
i>|>ur amufement muft arife, not from the matter, 

: 3t from the manner, which you know is all my 
ivn—Animated, therefore, by the approbation of a 
fKon,whofe nice tafte and contummate judgment I 
n no longer doubt, I will chearfully proceed with 

memoirs—As it is determined we fhall fet out 
xt week for Yorkfhire, I went to-day in the 
rencon with my uncle to fee a carriage, belong- 

'$! ? to a coachmaker in our neighbourhood—Turn- 
| down a narrow lane, behind Long-arre, we 

| rceived a crowd of people ftanding at a door ; 
Ijich, it feems, opened into a kind of a metho- 

1 meeting, and were informed, that a footman is then holding forth to the congregation within, 
rious to fee this phenomenon, we fqueezed in- 
the place with much difficulty ; and who fhould 
s preacher be, but the identical Humphry 
inker. He had fimfhed his fermon, and given 
j a pfalm, the firft ftave of which he fung with 1 iuliar graces But if we were aftonifhed 

I 2 to 
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to fee Clinker in the pulpit, we were alto-; 
gether confounded at finding all the females of 
our family among the audience—There was lady 
Grilkin, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, Mrs. Winifred 
Jenkins, my filler Liddy, and Mr. Barton, and all 
of them joined in the pfalmody, with flrong marks 
of devotion. 

I could hardly keep my gravity on this ludicroul; 
occafion ; but old Square-toes was differently af-■ 
fe&ed—The firfl thing that llruck him, w^as th< ; 

prefumption of his lacquey, whom he commander t 
to come down, with fuch an air of authority a 
Humphry did not think proper to difregard. Hi; 
defcended immediately, and all the people were it 
commotion. Barton looked exceedingly fheepifh * 
lady Grilkin flirted her fan, Mrs. Tabby groane’1 

in fpirit, Liddy changed countenance, and Mrs. Jen 
kins fobbed as if her heart was breaking--My uncle1 

with a fneer, alked pardon of the ladies, for havin,1 
interrupted their devotion, faying, he had particti' 
lar bufinefs with the preacher, whom he ordere: 
to call a hackney-coach. This being immediatel ? 
brought up to the end of the lane, he hande! 
Liddy into it, and my aunt and I following hirai 
we drove home, without taking any further notig 
of the reft of the company, who ftill remained f1 

filent aftonifhment. 
Mr. Bramble, perceiving Liddy in great trepj 

dation, aflumed a milder afpett, bidding her l|S 
under no concern, for he was not at all difpleaf*: 
at any thing fhe had done—“ I have no obje&il1:: 
“ (faid he) to your being religioufly inclined ; M 
« I don’t think my fervant is a proper ghofl1 
4t director, for a devotee of your fex and charjr 
“ ter—if, in fa£l, (as I rather believe) your apj “ is not the foie conduQrefs of this raachine-j 
Mrs. Tabitha made no anfwer, but threw up tl 
whites of her eyes, as if in the a£t of ejaculatioM 
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Poor Liddy faid (ho had nought to the title of a 
devotee ; that (he thought there was no harm in 
hearing a pious difcourfe, even if it came from a 
•footman, efpecially as her aunt was prefent ; but 

| that if (he had erred from ignorance, (he hoped 
8 he would excufe it, as (he cculd not bear the 
thoughts of living under his difpleafure. The old 

, gentleman, preffing her hand with a tender fmile, 
1 .(aid (lie was a good girl, and that he did not be- 
,1ieve her capable of doing any thing that could 
, give him the lead umbrage or difguft. 
, [ When we arrived at cur lodgings, he command- 1] |ed Mr. Clinker to attend him up (lairs, and (poke 

,< [to him in thele words Since you are called 
j upon by the fpirit to preach and to teach, it i's 
J r high time to lay afide the livery of an earthly ’•] M mafler; and, for my part, I am unworthy to 
;] have an apoille in my feivice—” ‘c I hope 

j" (liud Humphry) 1 h.ave not failed in my duty to 
« your honour—I flicuid be a vile wretch if I did, 

J confidering the mifery from which your charity 
fl1 and/cotnpadion relieved me—but having an in- 

. ? ward admonition of the fpirit—” “ An adrrioni- 

. p tion of the devil—(cried the ’fquire, in a padion) 
|‘ What admonition, you blockhead ? What 

Se right has fuch a fellow as you to fet up for 
( a reformer ?” “ Pegging your honour’s par- 
f don, (replied Clinker) may n;:t the new light of 
f God’s grace fhine upon the poor and the igno • 
f rant in their humility, as well as upon the weal- 

. j thy, and the philofopher in all his pride of hu- 
* man learning ?” . “ What you imagine to b; 
^ the new light of grace, (faid his mafterj f take 

gB* to be a deceitful vapour, glimmering through a 
If crack in your upper (lory—In a word, Mr. Clin- 

ker, I will have no light in my fanqily but what 
pays the king’s taxes, unlefs it be the light of 
reafon, which you don’t pretend to follow.” 

I 3 “ Ah, 
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“ is no more, in comparifon to the light I mean, 

than a farthing candle to the fun at noon ”  
“ Very true, (faid my uncle) the one will fcrve to ; 
“ fhew you your way, and the other to dazzle 
“ and confound your weak brain—Hark-ye, Clin- 
“ ker, you are e'uh:r an h\pocritical knave, ora u wrong-headed enthufiafi:; and, in either cafe, V 
“ unfit for my fervice—If you are a quack in ); 
“ fanftky and devotion, you will find t an eafy , 
“ matter to impofe upon filly women, and ollters! 
“ of crazed undeiHanding, who will contribute!!1: 
“ I.v ifidy for your fupport—if you e-x really fe-'-; 
“ duced by the reveres of a dilliubed itnagina-'j ['• 
“ ticn; the fooncr you lute your fini'es entirely, j .yj 
‘‘ the better for yourfelf and the community, in 
“ that cafe, feme charitable perfen might provide! ( you with a dark i^om and clean ftraw in Bed«j! i 1 

“ lam, where it would not be in your power to 
infect others with your fanaticifm ; whereas, if «« you have juft reflection enough left to maintain j, 

<( the character of a chofen velfel in the meetings | v “ of the godly, you and your hearers will be,: 
“ mifled by a Wiil-i’the-wifp, from one error ; 

into another, till you are plunged into religious 1 

« frenzy ; and then, perhaps, you will hang your#|( « fdf in defpair—” “ Which the lord of his infiM ' « nitc mercy forbid! (exclaimed the affrighted.l 
u Clinker.) It is very poffible I may be under the y t£ temptation of, the devil, who wants to wreck 
“ me on the rocks of fpiiitual pride—Your hoJm' 
“ nour fays, I am either a knave or a madman vjl « now, as I’ll allure your honour I am no knave|| - 
“ it follows that I muft be mad ; therefore, I be-j r 

“ feech your honour, upon my knees, to take myl 
“ cafe into confideration, that means may be ufetM 
“ for my recovery—” The! 
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The ’fquire could not help fmiling at the poor 

fellow’s fimplicity, and promifed to take care of 
him, provided he would mind the bufinefs of his 

• place, without running after the new light of Me- 
! thodifm: but Mrs. Tabitha took offence at his hu- 
mility, which the interpreted into pcornefs of fpirit ■ and worldly mindednefs.—She upbraided him with 

, the want of courage to fuffer for confcience fake : 
i fhe obferved, that if he ihould lobe his place for 
j bearing teflimony to the truth. Providence would 1 not fail to find him another, perhaps more advan- 
| tageous ; and, declaring that it could not be very 
[agreeable to Ire in a family where an inquifltion was eftabliihed, retired to another room in great 

1 agitation. 
My uncle followed her with a fignifkant look ; 

then, turning to the preacher, “ You hear what 
my lifter fays.—If you cannot live with me upon 

, “ fuch terms as I have preferibed, the vineyard of 
1 “ Methodifm lies before you, and fhe feems very :,e well difpofed to reward your labour.”—(< I 
' “ would not willingly give offence to any foul up- \t> on earth (anfwered’ Humphry) ; her ladyfhip has 
“ been very good to me, ever fince we came to 

\t{ London; and furely fhe has a heart turned for 
“ religious exercifes, and both fhe and lady Grifkin “ fing pfalms and hymns like two cherubims : but, 

at the fame time, I’m bound to love and obey 
“ your honour.—It becometh rot fuch a poor ig- <£ norant fellow as me to hold difpute with gentle- 

men of rank and learning.—As for the matter 
“ of knowledge, I am no more than a beafl in 

comparifon of your honour; therefore I fub- 
“ mit, and, with God’s grace, I will follow you to 
“ the world’s end, if you don’t think me too far “ gone to be out of confinement.” 

i His mafler promifed to keep him for fome time longer on trial; then defired to know in what 
14 manner 
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manner lady Grifkin and Mr. Barton came to join 
their religious fociety. He told him, that her la- 
dyfhip was the perfon who firft carried -my aunt and 
fifter to the tabernacle, whither he attended them, 
and had his devotion kindled by Mr. W- ’s 
preaching : that he was confirmed in this new way 
by the preacher’s fermcns, which he had bought 
and fludied with great attention: that his difcourfe 
and prayers had brought over Mrs. Jenkins and tire 
hcufe-maid to the fame way of thinking; but as- 
for Mr. Barton, he had never feen him at ferviee 
before this day, when he came in company with ; 
lady Gri/kin—Humphry moreover owned, that he 
had been encouraged to mount the reffrum by the, 
example and fuccefs of a weaver, who was much] 
followed as a powerful minifter : that on his fnfi; 
tral, he found himfelf under fuch fhrong impul- 
fiors, as made him believe he was certainly moved ; 
by the Spirit ; and that he had afliftsd in lady 
Grifkin’s, and feveral private houfes, at exercifes-j 
of devotion. 

Mr. Bramble w'as no fooner informed that her la- 
dyfhip had a£ted as the primum mobile of this con-i 
federacy, than he concluded {he had only made ufej 
of Clinker as a tool, ftibfervient to the executicn| 
of feme defign, to the true fecret of which he was i 
an utter ftranger—Pie obferved, that her ladyfhipYj 
brain was a perfedf mill for projedls; and that fhe; 
and Tabby had certainly engaged in feme fecreti 
treaty, the nature of which he could not compre-l 
herd. I told him, I thought it w'as no difficult mat-j 
ter to perceive the drift of Mrs. Tabitha, which wasj 
toenfnare the heart of Barton, and that in all like- 
lihood my lady Grifkin afted as her auxiliary : that 
this fuppofition would account for their endeavours; 
to convert him to Methcdifm; an event which 
would occafion a connexion of fouls that might be 
eafily improved into a.jnatrimonial union. My 
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My uncle feemed to be much diverted by the thoughts of this fcheme’s fucceeding ; but I gave 

him to underftand that Barton was pre-engaged : 
that he had the day before made a prefent of an 
etuis to Liddy, which her aunt had obliged her to 
receive, with a view, no doubt, to countenance 
her own accepting of a fnuff-box at the fame time^ 
that my fifter having made me acquainted with 
this incident, I had defired an explanation of Mr, 
Barton, who declared his intentions were honour- 
able, and exprefled his hope that I would have no 
obje£tions to his alliance : that I had thanked him for 
the honour he intended our family; but told him, 
it would be neceflary to confult her uncle and aunt, 
who were her guardians, and their approbation 
being obtained, I could have no objeftion to his 
propofal ; though I was perfuaded that no vio- 
lence would be offered to my fiffer’s inclinations, 
itr r. txanfa&ion that fo nearly interefted the happi- 
nefs of her future life: that he had affured me, he 
fhould never think of availing himfelf of a guar- 
dian’s authority, unlefs he could render his addrefles 
agreeable to ;he young lady herfelf; and that he 
would immediately demand permifiion of Mr. and 
Mifs Bramble to make Liddy. a tender of his hand 
arid fortune. 

The ’fquire was not infenfibie to the advantages 
of fuch a match, and declared he would promote it 
with all his influence ; but when I took notice that 
there feemed to be an averfion on the fide of Lid- 
dy, he faid he would found her on the fubjedf ; 
and if her relu&ance was fuch as would not be 
eafily overcome, he would civilly decline the pro- 
pofal of Mr. Barton: for he thought that, in the 
choice of a hufband, a young woman ought not to 
facrifice the feelings of her heart for any confi- 
derations upon earth—Liddy is not fo defperate a (faid he) as to worfhip fortune at fuch an ex- 

I 5 “ pence.’* 
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pence.” I take it for granted this whole affair 

will end in fmcke; though there feems to be a 
ftorm brewing in the quarter of Mrs. Tabby, who 
fat with all the full n dignity offiler.ee at dinner, 
feemingly pregnane with complaint and expoftula- 
tion. As fhe hath certainly marked Barton for her 
own prey, fhe cannot poflibly favour his- fuit to 
J .iddy, and therefore I expeQ; fomething extraor- 
dinary will attend his declaring himfelf my fifter’s 
admirer. This declaration will certainly be made ; 
in form, as foon as the lover can pick up refolution 
enough to ftand the brunt of Mrs. Tabby’s difap- 1 

pointmeot ^ for he is, without doubt, aware of her 
defigns upoti his perfon.—The particulars of the 
denouement you fhall know in due feafon : mean 
while I am 

always, You r’s 
London, June to. J. Melford* 

To Dr. L e w x s. 
dear Lewis, 

THE deceitful calm was of fhort duratiorr. I ; 
am plunged again in a fea of vexation, and the I 
complaints in my ftomach and bowels are return- |i 
ed ; lb that I fuppofe I fhall be difabled from pio- 
fecuting the excurfion I had planned—What the I 
devil had I to do, to come a plague hunting with a. ( leafh of females in my train ? Yefterday my pre- 
cious fifter (who by the bye, has been for lome | 
time a profefled Method!ft) came into my. apart- 1 

ment, attended by Mr. Barton, and defired an au- |j 
dience with a very ftately air—“ Brother (faid the) I j 
** this gentleman has fomething to propofe, which | ; 
“ I flatter my felf, will be the more acceptable, as. | u it will rid you of a troublefome companion.’” ^ TheR j 
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Then Mr. Barton proceeded to this effeS—“ I am, 
“ indeed, extremely ambitious of being allied to 
“ your family, Mr. Bramble, and I hope you will 
“ fee no caufe to interpofe your authority.” “ As 
“ for authority (faid Tabby, interrupting him with 
** feme w armth) I know of none that he has a 
“ right to ufe on this occafion—If I pay him the (t compliment; of making him acquainted with the 
“ ftep I intend to take, it is all he can expeft in 
“ reafon—This is as much as I believe he would 
“ do by me, if he intended to change his own fitua- 
“ tion in life—In a word, brother, I am fo fenfible 
“ of Mr. Barton’s extraordinary merit, that I have 
“ been prevailed upon to alter my refolution of (f living a fingle life, and to put my happinefs in 
“ his hands, by veiling him with a legal title to 
“ my perlon and fortune, fuch as they are. The 
“ bufinefs at prefent, is to have the writings drawn ; 
“ and I Ihall be obliged to you, if you will recom- 
“ mend a lawyer to me for that purpofe.—” 

You may guefs what an effedf this overture had 
upon me, who, from the information of my ne- 
phew, expe&ed that Barton was to make a formal 
declaration of his paffion for Liddy ; I could not 
help gazing in filem aftonifhmeut, alternately at 
Tabby and her fuppofed admirer, which laft hung 
his head in the moil aukward confufion for a few 
minutes, and then retired, on pretence of being 
fuddenly feized with a vertigo.—Mrs. Tabitha af- 
fected much concei. , and would have had him 
make ufe of a bed in the houfe ; but he infilled 
upon going home, that lie might have recourfe to 
feme drops, which he kept for fuch emergencies, 
and his inamorata acquiefced,—In the mean time 
I was exceedingly puzzled at this adventure (tho’ 
I fufpeCted the truth) and did not know in what 
manner to demean myfelf towards Mrs. Tabitha, 
when Jery came in and told me, he had juft feen 

Mr,. 
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Mr. Barton alight from his chariot at lady Grifkin’s 
door.—This incident feemed, to threaten a vifit 
from her ladylhip, with which we were honoured 
accordingly in lefs than half an hour—“ I find 
“ (faid (he) there has been a match of crofs pur- 
“ pofes among you, good folks; and Pm come to 
“ fet you to rights.”—So faying, Ihe prefented me 
with the folowling billet: 

“ Dear Sir, 
“ I no fooner recolle&ed myfelf from the ex- 

“ treme confufion I was thrown into, by that un- 
“ lucky miftake of your fifter, than I thought it 
“ my duty to affure you, that my devoirs to Mrs, 
‘‘ Bramble never exceeded the bounds of ordinary 
“ civility, and that my heart is unalterably fixed 
‘‘ upon Mifs Liddy Melford, as I had the honour 44 to declare to her brother, when he queftioned 
“ me upon that fubje&.—Lady Grifkin has been 
‘‘ fo good as to charge herfelf, not only w ith the 
“ delivery of this note, but alfo with the talk of 
“ undeceiving Mrs Bramdle, for whom I have 
“ the moft profound refpefl: and veneration, tho’ “ my affection being otherwife engaged, is no u longer in the power of, Sir, “ Your very humble Servant, 

“ Ralph Barton.” 
Having call my eyes over this billet, I told her 

ladylhip that I would no longer retard the friendly 
office the had undertaken; and I and Jery forth- 
with retired into another room. T here we foon 
perceived the converfation grow very warm be- 
twixt the two ladies j and, at length, could d;- 
ftinflly hear certain terms of altercation, which we 
could no longer delay interrupting, vith any regard 
to decorum. When we entered the fcene of con- 
tention, we found Liddy had joined the difputants. 



£ 
* 

k 
X 

HUMPHRY CLINKER. 205 
and flood trembling betwixt them, as is if fhe had 
been afraid they would have proceeded to fomething 
more prafticable than words—Lady Grifltin’s face 
was like the full moon in a ftorm of wind, glaring, 
fiery, and portentous ; while Tabby looked grim 
and ghaftly, with an afped breathing difcord and 
diffnay.—Our appearance put a flop to their mu- 
tual revilings; but her ladyfhip turning to me, 

; “ Coufin (laid Ihe) I can’t help faying I have met 
• <l with a very ungrateful return from this lady, 

| “ for the pains I have taken to ferve her family.—” 
i <c My family is much obliged to your ladyfliip, ! “ (cried Tabby, with a kind of hyfterical giggle) 

' ‘‘ but we have no right to the good offices of luch ■ “ an honourable go-between.” “ But, for all <£ that, good Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, (refumed the 
1 “ other) 1 ffiall be content with the refledion, that 
T‘£ virtue is its own reward ; and it ffiall not be my 
|‘£ fault if you continue to make yourfelf ridicu- 
I “ lous—Mr. Bramble, who has no little intereft 
I£< of his own to ferve, will no doubt, contribute 

all in his power to promote a match betwixt Mr. 
Barton and his niece, which will be equally ho- 

‘£ nourable and advantageous; and, I dare fay, 
*£ Mils Liddy herielf will have no objedton to a meafure.fo well calculated to make her happy in 

*if£ life.”—“ I beg your Ladyffiip’s pardon, (ex- 
‘*e claimed Liddy, wiih great vivacity) I have nc- 
1“ thing but miiery to expect from fuch a meafuit ; 

‘ and I hope my guardians will have too much £ compafiion, to barter my peace of mind for any 
‘ confideration of intereft or fortu: e.”—“ Upon £ my word, Mifs Liddy! (faid flic) you have £ profited by the example of your good aunt—I 

|f £ comprehend your meaning, and will explain it :,:£ when 1 have a proper opportunity-—In the mean ,,£ time,. I ffiall takemy leave—Madam, your mort 
obedient, and devoted humble fervant,” faid ffie, 

ad- 
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advancing clofe up to my fiflrer, and curtfying fo low, that I thought ihe intended to fquat herfelf 
down on the floor—This falutation Tabby returned 
with equal folemnity ; and the expreflion of the 
two faces, while they continued in this attitude, 
would be no bad fubjeS for a pencil like that of 
the incomparable Hogarth, if any fuch fhould ever 
appear again, in thefe times of dullnefs and degene- 
racy. 

Jery accompanied her ladyfliip to her houfe, 
that he might have an opportunity to reftore the 
etuis to Barton, and advife him to give up his fuit. If, 
which was fo difagreeable to his After, againft 
whom, however, he returned much irritated.  , 
Lady Grilknhad aflured him, that Liddy’s heart 
was pre-occupied; and immediately the idea of j. 
Wilfon recurring to his imagination, his family- ! 
pride, took the alarm He denounced vengeance- t againft that adventurer, and was difpofed to be very . 
peremptory with his After; but I deftred he would 
fupprefs his refentment, until I fhould have talked {.. 
with her in private. 

The poor girl, when I earneftly prefled heron Li 
this head, owned, with a flood of tears, that Wil- 
fon had actually come to the Hot W7ell at Briftol, ' 
and even introduced himfelf into our lodgings as a jf,; 
Jew pedler ; but that nothing had pafled betwixt I 
them, further than her begging him to withdraw L,, 
immediately, if he had any regard for her peace of ! j, 
mind : that he had diiappeared accordingly, afterr l g 
having attempted to prevail upon my After’s maid- ; 
to deliver a letter; which, however, file refu fed' r 
to receive, though fhe had confented to carry a^ L 
meflage, importing that he was a gentleman of a. : F good family, and that in a very little time, he- j £ 
would avow his paftion in that charafler—fihe con- . - r, 
fefled, that although he had not kept his word in; 
this particular, he was not yet al ogether indiffer- j entr I 
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ent to her affe&ion ; but folemnly promifed, (he 
would never carry on any correfpondence with him, 
or any other admirer, for the future, without the 
privity and approbation of her brother and me. 

By this declaration, (he made her own peace with 
Jery ; but the hot-headed boy is more than ever 
incenfed againft Wilfon, whom he now confiders 
as an impoftor, that harbours fome infamous defign 

mpon the honour of his family—As for Barton, he 
was not a little mortified to find his prefent return- 
ed, and his addreffes fo unfavourably received ; but 
he is not a man to be deeply affedfed by fuch difap- 
pointments; and I know not whether he is not as 
well pleafed at being difcarded by Liddy, as he 
would have been with a permiffion to profecute his 
pretenfions, at the rifque of being every day ex- 
pofed to the revenge cr machinations of Tabby, 
who is not to be flighled with impunity.- 1 had 
not much time to moralize on thefe occurrences; 
’for the houfe was vifited by a conftable and his 
gang with a warrant from juftice Buzzard, to 
ifearch the box of Humphry Clinker, my footman. 
Who was juft apprehended as a highwayman—This 
incident threw the whole family into confufion. 
My filler fcolded the’'conftable for prefuming to 

Renter the lodgings of a gentleman on fuch an er- 
rand, without having firft alked-and obtained per- 
miflion ; her maid was frightened'into fits, and 

I: Liddy (bed tears of compaftion for the unfortunate. - Clinker, in whofe box,, however, nothing was 
found to confirm the fulpicion of robbery 

j j For my own part, I made no doubt of the fel- 
1 low’s being miftaken for feme other perfon, and F 
n went direfilly to the juftice, in order to procure his 
;b difeharge ; but there I found the matter much more 
arferious than I expefiled Poor Clinker ftoed' 
$ trembling at the bar, furrounded by thief-takers; 

and, at a little diftance, a thick, fquat fellow, a 
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poftiliion, his accufer, who had feized him in the 
flreet, and fuore pofniveiy to his perfon, that the 
laid Clinker had, on the 15th day of March laft, 
on Blackheath, robbed a gentleman in a poftchaife, 
which he (the poftillion drove) This depofition 
was efficient to jaflify his commitment; and 
he was lent accordingly to Clerkenwell prifoir, 
whither Jery accompanied him in the coach, in 
order to recommend him properly to the keeper, 
that he may want for no convenience which the 
place affords. 

The fpe&ators, who affembled to fee this high- 
wayman, were fagacious enough to dtfcern fome- 
thing very villanous in his afped, which (begging 
their pardon) is the very pi&ure of fimplicity ; and' 
the juftice himfelf put a very unfavourable con- 
ffrudion upon fome of his anfwers which, he faid, 
favoured of the ambiguity and equivocation cf an 
old offender; but, in my opinion, it would have 
been more juft and humane to impute them to the 
cqnfufton into which we may fuppofe a poor coun 
try lad to be thrown on fuch an occafion. 1 am ftill 
peifuaded he is innocent; and in this periuafion, 
I can do no lets than ufe my utmoft endeavours 
that he may not be oppreffed— I Ihall, tc-mor- 
row, fend my nephew to wait on the gentleman 
who was robbed, and beg he will have the huma- 
nity to go and See the prifoner ; that in cafe he 
fhouid find him quite different from the perfon of 
the highwayman, he may bear teftimony in his be- 
half Howfeever it may fare with Clinker, this 
curfed affair will be to me produdive of intolerable’ 
chagrin—I have already caught a dreadful cold, 
by ruffing into the open air from the juftice’s par- 
1,ur, where I had been fieuingin the crowd ; and 
tho’ I ffould rot be laid up with the gout, as P 
believe I ftrall, I muff ftay at London for fome 
weeks, till this p>cr devil comes to his trial at Ro- chefter;, 
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chefter; fo that, in all probability, my Northern 
expedition is blown up. 

If you can find any thing in your philofophical 
budget, to confole me in the midfl: of thefe difttef- 
fes and apprehenfions, pray let it be communicat- 
ed to 

Your unfortunate friend, 
London, June 12. Matt. Bramble- 

ToSir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col- 
lege, Oxo n 

DEAR WAT, 
THE farce is finifhed, and another piece of a 

graver call brought upon the ftage. Our aunt 
made a defperate attack upon Barton, who had no 
other way of faving himfelf, but by leaving her in 
pofleffion of the field, and avowing his pretenfions 
to Liddy, by whom he has been reje&ed in his turn.'’ 
Lady Grilkin a&ed as his advocate and agent on 
this occafion, with fuch zeal as embroiled her with 
Mrs. Tabitha, and a high fcene of altercation paffed 
betwixt thefe two religionifts, which might have 
come .to action, had not my uncle interpofed. 
They are, however, reconciled, in cor. equence of an event which hath involved us all in trouble and 
difqhiet. You mull know, the poor preacher, 
Humphry Clinker, is now exercifing his miniftry 
among the felons in Clerkenwell prifon.—A potlil- 
lion having fworn a robbery againft him, no bail 
could be taken, and he was committed to goal, not- 
withftanding all the remonftrances and intercfl my 
uncle could make in his behalf. 

All 
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All things corifidered, the poor fellow cannot 

poffibly be guilty, and yet, I believe, he runs fome 
rifque of being hanged.—Upon his examination, 
he anfwered u ith fuch hefitaiion and re erve, as 
perfuaded moft of the people, who crowded the 
place, that he was really a knave, and the jTftice’s 
remarks confirmed their opinion. Exclufive of my |( 
unde and myieif, there was only one perfon who 
feemed inclined to favour the culprit.—He was a . 
young man, well drefied, and from the manner in r 
which he crofs-examined the evidence, v. t :ook it 
for granted, that he was a fiudent in one of the j ; inns of courts—He freely checked the juft ice for 
fome uncharitable inferences he made to the preju- j 
dice of the prifoner, and even venturer! to do pule 
with his werfhip on certain points of law. 

My uncle, provoked at the unconnected and du- j[' 
hious anfwers of Clinker, who ieemed in danger of : 
failing a facrifice to his own fimplicity, exclaimed, •! 
“ In the Name of God, if you arc innocent, fay j 
“~fo.” tc No (cried he) God torbid that I fhould ji te call myfelf innocent, while my conicience is bur- !! 
“ dened with fin.” “ What then, you did com- ( t: mit this robberv ?” reiumed his mafter,” “ No, 1 

“ fure (faid he) blefied be the Lord, I’m free of 11 
that guilt.” 
Here the juflice interpofed, obferving, that the 

man feemed inclined to make a difeovery by turn- 
ing king’s evidence, and defired the clerk to take ; 
his ccnfeffion ; upon which Humphry declared, 
that he looked upon confeffion to be a popifh fraud, invented by the whore of Babylon. The Templar, 
affirmed, that the poor fellow was non compos ; and j 
exhorted the juftice to difeharge him as a lunatic. “ Ycu know very well (added he) that the rob- 
“ bery in queftion was not committed by the pri- 
“ foner.” The ! 
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The thief-takers grinned at one another ; and 

Mr. Juftice Buzzard replied with great emotion, 
“ Mr. Martin, I defire you will mind your own 
“ bufmefs ; I {hall convince you cne of thefe days 
“ that I underftand mine.” In fhort, there was 
no remedy ; the mittimus was made out, and poor 
Clinker fent to prifon in a hackney-coach, guard- 
ed by the conftable, and accompained by your 
humble fervant. By the way, I was not a little 
furprifed to hear this retainer to juftice bid the 
prifoner to keep up his {'pints, for that he did not 
at all doubt, but that he would get off for a few 
weeks confinement.—He faid, his wcrlhip knew 
very well that Clinker was innocent of the fa£f, 
and that the real highwayman, who robbed the 
chaife, was no other than that very individual Mr. 
Martin, who had pleaded fo ftrenuoufly for hontft 
Humphry. 

Confounded at this information, I afkcd, 
“ Why then is he fuffered to go about at his li« 
“ berty, and this poor innocent fellow treated as a 
“ malefa&or ?” “We have exa£t intelhgeiu of 
“ all Mr. Martin’s tranfaftions ; (faid he^ but as 
“ yet there is no evidence fufficient for his con- 
“ vi&on ; and as for this young man, the juftice 
“ could do no leis than commit him, as the poftil- 
“ lion fwore point-blank to his identity.” ‘‘ So 
“ if this rafcally poft llicn fhculd perfift in the fal- 
“ fity to which he is fworn, (faid I) this innocent 
‘‘ lad may be brought to the gallows.” 

The conftable obferved, that he would have 
time enough to prepare for his trial, and might 
prove an alibi ; or perhaps, Martin might be 
apprehended and convi&ed for another faff; in 
which cafe, he might be prevailed upon to take 
this affair upon himfelf; or finally, if thefe 
chances fhould fail, and the evidence ftand good 
againft Clinker, the jury might recommend him 

to 
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to mercy, in confideraticn of his youth, efpecially ;r ,i  i j _ 0-/1 r. ci . 
he had been gn y Humphry owned he could F.<jt pretend to re- 
colieft where he had been on the day when the 
robbery was committed, much lefs prove a circum- 
ftarce of that kind fo far back as fix months, 
though he knew he had been fick of the fever 
and ague, which, however, did not prevent him 
from going about—then, turning up his eyes, he 
ejaculated, “ The Lord’s will be done ! it it be 
‘ my-fate to fuffer, I hope I fhail not difgrace 
“ the faith, of which, though unworthy, I make 
“ profefiion.” 

When I ex prefled my furprize, that the accufer 
fibculd perfift in charging Clinker, without taking 
thelealt notice of the real robber, who flood be- 
fore him, and to whom, indeed, Hnrnphry bore 
rot the (maileft refembiance ; the conflable (who 
was himfelf a thief-taker) gave me to ut der- 
fland, that h'lr. Martin was the befl qualified for 
bufinefs of all the gentlemen on the road lie had 
ever known ; that he always a£ted on his own 
bottom, without partner or ccrrefpondent, ard 
never went to work, but when he wras cool and 
f her ; that his courage and prefcnce of mind 
never failed him ; that his r.ddrefs was genteel, 
and his behaviour void of all cruelty and infolence ; 
that he never encumbered himfelf w'ith watches or trinke s, nor even with bank-notes, but always 
dealt for ready money, and that in the current 
coin of the kingdom ; and that he could difguife 
himfelf and his horfe in fuch a manner, that, after 
the aQion, it was impoflible to recognize either 
the one or the other—“ This great man (faid he) <e has reigned paramount in all the roads within 
“ fifty m\les of London above fifteen months, and 
“ has done more bufinefs in that time, than all 

if this fhould be the firft fa£t of w-hich 

“ the 
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“ the reft of the profeflion put together ; for 
“ thofe who pafs through his hands, are fo delicate- tf ly dealt with, that they have no defire to give 
“ him the leaft difturbance ; but for all that, his <c race is almoft run—he is now fluttering about “ juftice, like a moth about a candle—there are 
“ fo many lime-twigs laid in his way, that I’ll 
‘‘ bet a cool hundred, he fwings before Chrift- 
“ mas.” 

Shall I own to you, that this portrait, drawn 
by a ruffian, heightened by what 1 myfelf had 0b- ferved in his deportment, has interefted me warm- 
ly in the fate of poor Martin, whom nature feems 
to have intended for a ufeful and honourable mem- 
ber of that community upon which he now preys 
for fubftftence ? It feems he lived fome time as 
a clerk to a tember merchant, whole daughter 
Martin having privately married, was difcarded, 
and his wife turned out of doors. She did not 
long furvive her marriage ; and Martin, turning 
fortune-hunter, could not fupply his occafions any 
other way, than by taking to the road, in which 
he has travelled hitherto with uncommon fuccefs. 
 He pays his refpe&s regularly to Mr. Juftice 
Buzzard, the thief-catcher-general of this metro- 
polis, and fometimes they fmoke a pipe together 
very Jovingly, when the converfation generally 
turns upon the nature of evidence.—The juftice 
has giving him fair warning to take care of him- 
felf, and he has received his caution in good pait 
 Hitherto he has baffled all the vigilance, art, 
and a&ivity of Buzzard and his emiffaries, with 
fuch conduQ: as would have done honour to the 
genius of a Csefar or a Turenne ; but he has one 
weaknefs which has proved fatal to all the heroes 
of his tribe, namely, an indifcreet devotion to 
the fair fex, and in all probability, he will be at- 
tacked on this defeneelefs quarter. 

Be 
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Be that as it may, I faw the body of poor 

Clinker configred to the gaoler of Clerkenwell, 
to whofe indulgence I recommended him fo effec- 
tually, that he received him in the mod hofpitable 
manner, though there was a neceflify for equipping 
him with a fuit of irons, in which he made a very 
rueful appearance. The poor creature feemed as 
much affefted by my uncle’s kindnefs, as by his j 
own misfortune. When I aflured him, that no- 
thing fhould be left undone for procuring his en- 
largment, and making his' confinement eafy in 
the mean time, he fell down on his knees, and 
killing my hand, which he bathed with his tears, 
“ O ’fquire ! (cried he, fobbing) what lhall I fay ? 
“ —I can’t—no—, I can’t fpeak—my poor heart j 
“ is burfting with gratitude to you and my dear te —dear—generous—noble benefa&or.” 

I proteft, the fcene became fo pathetic, that I 
was fain to force myfelf away, and returned to 
my uncle, who fent me in the afternoon with a 
compliment to one Mr. Mead, the perfon who had 
been robbed on Black-heath. As 1 did not find i 
him at home, I left a mefiage, in confequence of 1 r 
w hich he called at our lodgings this morning, and 
very humanely agreed to vifit the prifoner. By 
this time, lady Crilkin had come to make her 
formal compliments of condolance to Mrs. Tabi- nli 
tha, on this domefiic calamity; and that piudent t 
maiden, whofe pafiion was now cooled, thought t 
proper to receive her ladyfhip fo civilly, that a f 
reconciliation immediately enfued. Thefe two 
ladies refolved to comfort the poor prifoner in their ! i 
own perfons, and Mr. Mead and I ’fquired them ‘ 
to Clerkenwell, my uncle being detained at home 
by fome flight complaints in his flomach and 
bowels. The 
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• The turnkey, who received us at Clerkenwell, 

looked remarkably fullen ; and when we enquired 
for Clinker, “ I don’t care if the devil had him ; 
“ (faid he) here has been nothing but canting and 
“ praying fince the fellow entered the place.  
*• Rabbit him! the tap will be ruined—we han’t 
“ fold a calk of beer, nor a dozen of wine, fince 
“ he paid his garnifti^—the gentlemen get drunk 
“ with nothing but your damned religion. For 

| “ my part, I believe as how your man deals with 
“ the devil.—Two or three as bold hearts as ever 
** took the air upon Hounflow, have been blub- 

- “ bering all night; and if the fellow ^an’t fpeedily <e removed by Habeas Corpus, or otherwife, PH 
“ be damn’d if there’s a grain of true fpirit left 
“ within thefe walls we (han’t have a foul to do 
“ credit to the place, or make his exit like a true- 
“ bom Engliftiman—damn my eyes! there will e< be nothing but fnivelling in the cart—we (hall 

jj<( all die Hke fo many pfalm-finging weavers.” 
In (hort, we found that Humphry was, at that 

very inftant, haranguing the felons in the chapel ; 
irand that the gaoler’s wife and daughter, together 
iwith my aunt’s woman. Win. Jenkins, and our 
ihoufe-maid, were among the audience, which we 
immediately joined. I never faw any thing fo 

| ilrongly pidfurefque as this congregation of felons 
clanking their chains, in the midft of whom (food 

forator Clinker, expatiating, in a tranfport of 
sfervour, on the torments of hell, denounced in 
: feripture againft evil-doers, comprehending mur- 
(derers, robbers, thieves, and whoremongers. The 
jvariety of attention exhibited in the faces of thofe 
^ragamuffins, formed a groupe that would not have 
‘difgraced the pencil of a Raphael. In one it de- 
inoted admiration ; in another, doubt; in a third, 
difdain; in a fourth, contempt; in a fifth terror; 

i in 
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in a fixth, derifion ; and in a feventh, indignation. L 
—As for Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, {he was in tears, i 
overwhelmed with forrow; but whether for her 1 

own fins, or the misfortune of Clinker, I cannot : i 
pretend to fay. The other females feemed to 
liften with a mixture of wonder and devotion. 
The gaoler’s wife declared he was a faint in trou- r 
ble, faying, fhe wifhed from her heart, there was 
fuch another good foul, like him, in every gaol in 
England. / ; Mr. Mead, having earneftly furveyed the preach- : 
er, declared his appearance was fo different from r 
that of the perfon who robbed him on Black-heath, t 
that he could freely make oath he was not the e 
man: But Humphry himfelf was by this time i i 
pretty well rid of all apprehenfions of being hang- t; 
ed; for he had been the night before folemnly y 
tried and acquitted, by his fellow prifoners, fome ; 
of whom he had already converted to methodifm, ii 
He now made proper acknowledgments for the ; 
honour of our vilit, and was permitted to kifs the » 
hands of the ladies, who aflured him, he might i 
depend upon their friendfhip and proteftion. Lady » 
Grifkin, in her great zeal, exhorted his fellow- r 
prifoners to profit by the precious opportunity of h 
having fuch a faint in bonds among them, and turn i 
over a new leaf for the benefit of their poor fouls ; i 
and, that her admonition might have the greater j 
effe£t, (he reinforced it with her bounty. 

While {he and Mrs. Tabby returned in the t 
coach with the two maid-fervants, I waited on Mr. i, 
Mead to the houfe of juftice Buzzard, who, hav- !- 
ing heard his declaration, faid his oath could be ( 
of no ufe at prefent, but that he would be a ma- r. 
terial evidence for the prifoner at his trial; fo that if, there feems to be no remedy but patience for poof j ] 
Clinker ; and, indeed, the fame virtue, or medi- L 
cine, will be neceflary for us all, the ’iquire in l particular. 
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particular, who had fet his heart upon his excur- 
fion to the northward. 

While we were vifiting honeft Humphry in 
Clerkenwell prifon, my uncle received a much 
more extraordinary vifit at his own lodgings. Mr. 
Martin, of whom I have made fuch honourable 
mention, defired permiflion to pay him his re- 
fpedts, and was admitted accordingly. He told 
him, that having obferved him, at Mr. Buzzard’s, 
a good deal difturbed by what had happened to his 
fervant, he had come to affure him he had nothing 
to apprehend for Clinker’s life; for if it was polli- 
ble that any jury could find him guilty upon fuch 
evidence, he, Martin himfelf, would produce in 
court a perfon, whofe depofition would bring him 
off clear as the fun at noon. Sure, the fellow 
would not be fo romantic as to take the robbery 
upon himfelf!—He faid, the poftillion was an in- 

j famous fellow, who had been a dabbler in the fame 
profeflion, and faved his life at the Old Bailey by 
impeaching his companions ; that 'being now re- 
duced to great poverty, he had made this defperate 
Ipufh, to fwear away the life of an innocent man, 
in hopes of having the reward upon his convi&ion ; 
‘but that he would find himfelf miferably difap- 
;pointed, for the juftice and his myrmidons were 
determined to admit of no interloper in this branch 
of bufinefs ; and that he did not at all doubt but 
|that they would find matter enough to fhop the 

. ^evidence himfelf before the next gaol delivery. He 
affirmed, that all thefe circumftances were well 

. known to the juftice ; and that his feverity to 

. Clinker was no other than a hint to his mafter to . make him a prefent in private, as an acknowledg- 
, iment of his candour and humanity. 

I This hint, however, was fo unpalatable to Mr 
Bramble, that he declared, with great warmth* 

1 he would rather confine himfelf for life to London’ 
f t V o l. I K which 
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which he detefted, than be at liberty to leave it 
to-morrow, in confequence of encouraging cor- 
ruption in a magiflrate. Hearing, however, how 
favourable Mr. Mead’s report had been for the 
pnfoner, he is refolved to take the advice of coun- 
fel in what manner to proceed for his immediate 
enlargement. I make no doubt, but that in a day 
or two this troublefome bufinels may be difcuffed ; 
and in this hope we are preparing for our journey. 
If our endeavours do not mifcarry, we (hall have 
taken the field before you hear again from 

THANK Heaven! dear Lewis, the clouds are it 
difperfed, and I have now the cleareft profpeQ: of c 
my fummer campaign, which, I hope, I fhall be tti 
able to begin to-morrow. I took the advice of is 
counfel, with refpe& to the cafe of Clinker, in I 
whofe favour a lucky incident has intervened. The fa 
fellow who accufed him, has had his own battery tr 
turned upon himfelf.—Two days ago, he was ap- tr 
prehended for a robbery on the highway, and b 
committed on the evidence of an accompliceJ i 
Clinker, having moved for a writ of habeas corpus^ 
was brought before the lord chief juftice, who Jr 
in confequence of an affidavit of the gentlemanp 
who had been robbed, importing that the faidp 
Clinker was not the perfon who flopped him onk 
the highway, as well as in confideration of theifa 
poflillion’s chara&er and prefent crrcumflancesjjL 
was pleafed to order, that my fervant fhould ber< 

Yours, 
London, June ir. J. Melford. 

To Dr. Lewis. 
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admitted to bail, and he has been difcharged ac- 
cordingly, to the unfpeakable fatisfa&ion of our 
whole family, to which he has recommended him- 
felf in an extraordinary manner, not only by his 
obliging deportment, but by his talents of preach- 
ing, praying, and finging pfalms, which he has 
exercifed with fuch effeQ:, that even Tabby re- 
fpe&s him as a chofen veffel. If there was any 
thing like affe&ation or hypocrify in this excefs of 
religion, I would not keep him in my fervice ; 
but, fo far as I can obferve, the fellow’s chara<£ler 
is downright fimplicity, warmed with a kind of 
enthufiafm, which renders him very fufceptible of 
gratitude and attachment to his benefa&ors. 

As he is an excellent horfeman, and underftands 
farriery, I have bought a flout gelding for his ufe, 
that he may attend us on the road, and have an 
eye to our cattle, in cafe the coachman ibould not 
mind his bufinefs. My nephew, who is to ride 
his own faddle horfe, has taken, upon trial, a fer- 
vant juft come from abroad with his former ma- 
iler, fir William Strollop, who vouches for his ho- 
nefty. The fellow, whole name is Dutton, feems 
fto be a petit-maitre.—He has got a fmattering of 
French, bows, and grins, and Ihrugs, and takes 
fnuff a la mode de France, but values himfelf chiefly 
upon his flcill and dexterity in hair-drefling—If I 
am not much deceived by appearance, he is, in all 
refpedb, the very contrail of Humphry Ciinker. 

My filler has made up matters with lady Grifkin; 
1 though, I mull own, I fhould not have been forry 
ito fee that connexion entirely deftroyed : but Tab- ®hy is not of a difpofition to forgive Barton, who, I 

mderlland, is gone to his feat in Berklhire for the 
Mummer feafon. I cannot help fufpefiting, that in 
.he treaty of peace, which has been lately ratified 
Setwixt thofe two females, it is ftipulated, that her idylhip Ihall ufe her bell endeavours to provide an 

K 2 agreeable 
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sgreeable help mate for our fifter Tabitha, who 
feems to be quite defperate in her matrimonial de- 
figns. Perhaps, the match-maker "is to have a va- 
luable confideration in the way of brokerage, which ? 

fhe will moft certainly deferve, if fhe can find any ; 

man in his fenfes, who will yoke with Mrs. Bram- 
ble from motives of affe&ion or intereft. 

I find my fpirits and my health affefi each other 
reciprocally'—that is to fay, every thing that dif- 
compofes my mind, produces a correfpondent dif- 
order in my body ; and my bodily complaints are 
remarkably mitigated by thofe confiderations that j 
diflipate the clouds of mental chagrin—The im- 
prifonment of Clinker brought on thofe fymptoms j ‘ 
which I mentioned in my lall, and now they are 
vanilhed at his difcharge.—It muft be ownea, in- 
deed, I took fome of the tin&ure of ginfeng, pre- 
pared according to your prefcription, and found it 
exceedingly grateful to the ftomach ; but the pain 
and ficknefs continued to return, after fhort inter- 
vals, till the anxiety of my mind was entirely re- 
moved, and then I found myfelf perfe&ly at eafe. 
We have had fair weather thefe ten days, to the 
aftonifhment of the Londoners, who think it por- 
tentous. If you enjoy the fame indulgence in 
Wales, I hope Barns has got my hay made, and 
fafe cocked, by this time. As we fhall be in mo- 
tion for fome weeks, I cannot expeft to hear from , 
you as ufual ; but I fhall continue to write from i 
every place at which we make any halt, that you > 
may know our track, in cafe it fhould be neceffary t 
to communicate any thing to 
* your aflured friend, 

London, June 14. Matt. Bramble.Jt 
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall, &c. 

DEAR MARY, 
HAVING the occafion of my coufin Jenkins of 

Aberga’ny, I fend you, as a token, a turkey-fhell ; comb, a kiple of yards of green ribbon, and a 
farment upon the nothingnefs of good works, which 
was preached in the Tabernacle ; and you will al- 
fo receive a horn-buck for Saul, whereby fhe may 
learn her letters; for Pm much confarned, about 
the date of her poor foie —and what are all the. 
purfuits of this life to the confarns of that immor- 
tal part ?- What is life but a veil of affli&ion ? 
•—O Mary ! the whole family have been in fuch a conftipation !—Mr. Clinker has been in trouble, 
but the gates of hell have not been able to prevail 

, againft him.—His virtue is like poor gould, feven 
times tried in the fire. He was tuck up for a rub- 1 bery, and had before guftafs Bufshard, who made 

! his mittamoufe ; and the pore youth was fent to' 
) prifon upon the falfe oaf of a wdlian, that wanted 
1 to fware his life away for the looker of cain. 

The ’fquire did aH in his power, but could not 
! prevent his being put in chains, and confined 
| among common manufa&ors, where he ftud like 
| an innocent ftieep in the midil of wolves and ty- 
. gers.—Lord knows, what mought have happened 

to this pyehoufe young man, if mafter had not 
: applied to Apias Korkus, who lives with the ould 
, bailiff, and is, they fay, five hundred years culd, 
(God bids us 1) and a congeror : but, if he be, 

I litre I am he don’t deal with the devil, otherwife 
: he wouldn’t have fought out Mr. Clinker, as he 
j did, in fpite of ftone walls, iron bolts, and double 
locks, that flew open at his command ; for Ould 

| Scratch has not a greater enemy upon hearth than 
j Mr. Clinker, whq is, indeed, a very powerfull 

K 3 labourer 
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labourer in the Lord’s Vineyard. I do no more ‘ 
than yufe the words of my good lady, who has , 
got the infedtual calling ; and, I truft, that even 
myfelf, though unworthy, fhall find greafe to be 
excepted.—Mifs Liddy has been touch’d to the quick, but is a little timorfome: howfomever, I 
make no doubt, but Ihe, and all of us, will be 
brought, by the endeavours of Mr. Clinker, to 
produce blefled fruit of generation and repentance. 
—As for mafier and the young ’fquire, they have as yet had rarro glimpfe of the new light.—I doubt 
as how their harts are hardened by worldly wifdom, ; 

which, as the pyebill faith, is foolilhnefs in the 
fight of God. 

O Mary Jones, pray without feizing for greafe 
to prepare you for the operations of this wonderful 
inftrument, which, I hope, will be exorcifed this 
winter upon you and others at Brambleton-hall.— 
To-morrow, we are to fet out in a cox and four 
for Yorkfhire ; and, I believe, we fliall travel that 
way far, and far, and farther than I can tell; but 
I Ihan’t go fo far as to forget my friends ; and 
Mary Jones will always be remembered as one of 
them by her 

humble farvant, 
London, June 14. Win. Jenkins. 

To Mrs. Gwyllim, houfe-keeper at Bram- bleton-hall. 
MRS. GWYLLIM, 

I CAN’T help thinking it very ftrange, that I 
sever had an anl'wer to the letter I wrote you 
fome weeks ago from Bath, coscerning the four 
bear, the gander, and the maids eating butter, which 
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which I won’t allow to be wafted—We are now 
going upon a long gurney to the north, whereby 
I defire you will redouble your care and circum- 
flexion, that the family may be well manged in 
our abfence ; for, you know, you muft render ac- 
count, not only to your earthly mafter, but alfo 
to him that is above : and if you are found a good 
and faithful farvant, great will be your reward in 
heaven. I hope there will be twenty ftun of cheefe 
ready for market by the time I get huom, and as 
much owl fpun, as will make half a dozen pair of 
blankets; and that the favings of the butter-milk 
will fetch me a good penny before Martinmafs, as 
the two pigs are to be fed for baking with bitch- 
maft and acrons. 

I wrote to do&or Lews for the fame purpufs, 
but he never had the good manners to take the 
leaft notice of my letter ; for which reafon, I (hall 
never favour him with another, though he befttits 
me on his bended knees. You will do well to 
keep a watchfull eye over the hind Villiams, who 
is one of his amiffbries, and, I believe, no better 
than he fttould be at bottom. God forbid that I 
fhould lack chriftian charity ; but charity begins 
at huom, and fure nothing can be a more charita- 
ble work than to rid the fanlily of fuch vermine. 
I do fuppofe, that the brindled cow has been had 
to the parfon’s bull, that old Moll has had another 
litter of pigs, and that Dick is become a mighty 
moufer. Pray order every thing for the beft, and 
be frugal, and keep the maids to their labour.  
If I had a private opportunity, I would fend them 
fome hymns to fing inftead of profane ballads ; but, 
as I can’t, they and you muft be contented with 
the prayers of 

your aflured friend, 
London, June 14. T. Bramble, 

k4 To 
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ToSifWatkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col- 

lege, Oxon 
DEAR PHILLIPS, 

THE very day after I wrote my laft, Clinker was fet at liberty As Martin had foretold, the 
accufer was himielf committed for a robbery, upon 
unqueftionable evidence. He had been for fome 
time in the fnares of the thief-taking fociety ; 
who, refenting his prefumption in attempting to 
incroach upon their monopoly of impeachment, 
!\ad him taken up and committed to Newgate, on 
the depofition of an accomplice, who has Seen ad- 
mitted as evidence for the king. The poftillion 
being upon record as an old offender, the chief 
juftice made no fcruple of admitting Clinker to 
bail, when he perufed the affidavit of Mr. Mead, 
importing that the faid Clinker was not the perfon 
that robbed him on Blackheath ; and honeft Hum- 
phry was difcharged—When he came home, he 
expreffed great eagernefs to pay his refpefts to his 
mafter, and here his elocution failed him, but his 
filence was pathetic ; he fell down at his feet, and 
embraced his knees, fhedding a flood of tears, 
which my uncle did not fee without emotion  
He took fnuff in fome confufion ; and, putting his 
hand in his pocket, gave him his bleffing in fome- 
thing more fubflantial than words “ Clinker, 
“ (faid he) I am fo well convinced, both of your 
“ honefty and courage, that I am refolved to make 
“ you my life-guard-man on the highway.” 

He was accordingly provided with a cafe of 
piflols, and a carbine to be flung a-crofs his fhoul- 
ders; and every other preparation being made, we 
fet out laft Thurfday, at feven in the morning ; 
my uncle, with the three women in the coach ; Humphry 
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Humphry, well mounted on a black gelding bought 
for his ufe: myfelf a-horfeback, attended by my 
new valet, Mr. Dutton, an exceeding coxcomb, 
frelh from his travels, whom I have taken upon 
trial—The fellow wears a folitaire, ufes paint, and 
takes rappee with all the grimace of a French 
marquis. At prefent, however, he is in a riding- 
drefs, jack-boots, leather breeches, a fcarlet waift- 
coat, with gold binding, a laced hat, a hanger, a 
French pofting-whip in his hand, and his hair 
en queue. 

Before we had gone nine miles, my horfe lolT 
one of his fhoes ; fo that I was obliged to flop at 
Barnet to have another, while the coach proceeded 
at an eafy pace over the common. About a mile 
fhort of Hatfield, the poftillions, flopping the car- 
riage, gave notiqe to Clinker that there were two 
fufpicious fellows-^-horfeback, at the end of a lane, 
who feemed waiting to attack the coach. Hum- 
phry forthwith apprifed my uncle, declaring he 
would fland by him. to the lafl drop of his blood ; 
and, unflinging: his carbine, prepared for a6lion. 
The ’fquire had piflols in the pockets of the coach, and refolved to make ufe of them dire&ly ; but he was effedtually prevented by his female compa- 
nions, who flung themfelves about his neck, and 
fcreamed in concert—At that inflant, who fhould 
come up at a hand-gallop, but Martin, the high- 
way-man, who, advancing to the coach, begged 
the ladies would compofe themfelves for a mo- 
ment ; then, defir,ng Clinker to follow him to the 
charge, he pulled a piflol out of his bofom, and they 
rode up together to g;ve battle to the rogues, who, 
having fired at a great diflance, fled acrofs the com- 
mon. 1 hey were in purfuit of the fugitives when 
I came up, riot a little alarmed at the fhrieks in 
the coach, where I ‘found my uncle in a violent 
rage, without his periwig, flruggling to difentan- 
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gle himfelf from Tabby and the other two, and 
fwearing with great vociferation. Before I had 
time tQ interpofe, Martin and Clinker returned 
from the purfuit, and the former payed his com- 
pliments with great politenefs, giving us to un- 
derftand, that The fellows had fcampered off, and 
that he believed they were a couple of raw ’pren- 
tices from London. He commended Clinker for 
his courage, and faid, if he would give him leave, 
he would have the honour to accompany us as far 
as Stevenage, where he had fome bufinefs. 

The ’fquire, having recollected and adjufted 
himfelf, was the firft to laugh at his own fituation; 
but it was not without difficulty, that Tabby’s 
.arms could be untwifted from his neck, Liddy’s 
teeth chattered, and Jenkins was threatened with a 
fit as ufual. I had communicated to my uncle the 
charaCler of Martin, as it was defcribed by the 
conflable, and he was much ftruck with its Angula- 
rity—He could not fuppofe the fellow had any de- 
fign on our company, which was fo numerous and 
well armed; he therefore thanked him for the 
fervice he had juft done them, faid he would be 
glad of his company, and afked him to dine with 
us at Hatfield. This invitation might not have 
been agreeable to the ladies, had they known the 
real profeffion of our gueft, but this was a fecret 
to all, except my uncle and myfelf—Mrs. Tabi- 
fcha how'ever, would by no means confent to pro-, 
ceed with a cafe of loaded piftols in the coach, and 
they were forthwith difcharged in complaifance to. 
her and the reft of the women. 

Being gratified in this particular,, fhe became 
l-emarkably good-humoured, and at dinner be- 
haved in the moft affable manner to Mr, Martin,, 
with whole polite addrefs and agreeable converfa- 
tion fhe fec med to be much taken. After dinner, 
the lanclo. d aceofiing me in the ya!d, afked, with, a fignificant. 
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a fignificant look, if the gentleman that rode the 
forrel belonged to our company ?—I underftood 
his meaning, butanfwered no; that he had come up with us on the common, and helped us to drive 
away two fellows, that looked like highwaymen— 
He nodded three times diftin&ly, as much as to 
fay, he knows his cue, Then he inquired, if one 
of thofe men was mounted on a bay mare, and the 
other on a chefnut gelding with a white ftreak 
down his forehead ? and being anfwered in the af- 
firmative, he allured me, they had robbed three 
poft-chaifes this very morning—I inquired, in my 
turn, if Mr. Martin was of his acquaintance ? and, 
nodding thrice again, he.anfwered, that he had feeu 
the gentleman. 

Before we left Hatfield, my un«le, fixing his 
eyes on Martin with fuch expreflion as is more 
eafily conceived than defcribed, alked, if he often 
travelled that road ? and he replied with a look 
which denoted his underftanding the queftion, that 
he very feldom did bufinefs in that part of the 
country. In a word, this adventurer favoured us 
with his company to the neighbourhood of Steven- 
age, where he took his leave of the coach and me, 
in very polite terms, and turned off upon a crolj- 
road, that led to a village on the left.—At fupper, Mrs. Tabby was very full in the praife of Mr. 
Martin’s good-fenfe and good-breeding, and feem- 
ed to regret thatfhe had not a further opportunity 
to make feme expreriment upon his affe&ion. In 
the morning, my uncle was not a little furprifed to 
receive from the waiter,, a billet couched in thefe 
words .•— 

“ I could eafily perceive from your looks, when 
“ I had the honour to cenverfe with you at Hat- 
“ field, that mychara&er, is not unknown to you ; 

“•and. 
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“ and, I dare fay, you won’t think it ftrange, that 
“ I fhould be glad to change my prefent way of 

life, for any honeft occupation, let it be ever fo 
“ humble, that will afford me bread in moderati- 
“ on, and fleep in fafety.—Perhaps you may think 

I flatter, when I fay, that from the moment I “ was witnefs to your generous concern in the 
“ caufe of your fervant, I conceived a particular <c efteem and veneration for your perfon ; and yet 
*c what I fay is true. I fhould think myfelf hap- 
“ py, if I could be admitted into your prote&ion tc and fervice, as a houfe-fteward, clerk, butler, or 
*« bailiff, for either of which places I think myfelf 

tolerably well qualified ; and, fure I am, I fhould 
not be found deficient in gratitude and fidelity : t( at the fame time, I am very fenfible how much 

“ you muft deviate from the common maxims of 
*t difcretion, even in putting my profeflions to the 
“ trial; but I don’t look upon jou as a perfon that 

! * thinks in the ordinary ftiie ; and the delicacy of 
“ my fituation will, I know, juftify this addrefs to 
“ a heart warmed with benincence and compaf- 
*£ fion.—Underftanding you are going pretty far 

north, I fhall take an opporrunity to throv my- “ felf in your way again, before you reach the 
“ borders of Scotland ; and I hope, by that time, 
“ you will have taken into confideration the truly 
*** diftrefsful cafe of,. “ honoured fir, 

“ your very humble,. 
“ and devoted fervant,. 

Edward Martin.” 
The ’fquire, having perufed this letter, put it 

into my hand without faying a. fyllable and,, 
when I'had read it, we looked at each other in. 
filence. From a certain fparkling in his eyes, 1 dif- 
eovered. there was more in his heart, than he cared. tCb 
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to exprefs with his tongue, in favour of poor Mar- 
tin ; and this was precifely my own feeling, which 
he did not fail to difcern, by the fame means of 
communication “ What fhall we do (faid he) 
“ to fave this poor (inner from the gallows, and 
** make him a ufeful member of the common- tf wealth ? And yet the proverb fays, Save a thief 
“ from the gallows, and he’ll cut your throat.” 
I told him, I really believed Martin was capable of 
giving the proverb the lie; and that I (hould 
heartily concur in any ftep he might take in fa- 
vour of his felicitation. We mutually refolved to 
deliberate upon the fubjeft, and in the mean time, 
proceeded on our journey. The roads, having 
been broke up by the heavy rains in the fpring, 
were fo rough, that although we travelled very 
(lowly, the jolting occafioned fuch pain to my 
uncle, thaf he was become exceedingly peevifh 
when we arrived at this place, which lies about 
eight miles from the poft-road, between, Whetherby 
and Borpughbridge. 

Harrigate-water, fo celebrated for its efficacy in 
the feurvy and other diftempers, is fupplied' from 
a copious fpring, in the hollow of a wild common, 
rourd which, a good many houfes have been built 
for the convenience of drinkers, though few of 
them are inhabited. Mod of the company lodge 
at fome diftance, in five feparate inns, fituated in 
different parts of the common, from whence they 
go every morning to the well, in their own car- 
riages. The lodgers of each inn form a diftinft 
fociety, that eat together; and there is a commo- 
dious public room, where they breakfaft in dilha- 
bille, at feperate tables, from eight o’clock tilt 
eleven, as they chance or chocfe to come in—Here 
alfo they drink tea in the afternoon, and play at 
cards or dance in the evening. One cufiom, how-, 
ever, prevails, which I look upon as a foledfm in 

politenefs- 
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* politenefs.—The ladies treat with team their turns r 
and even girls of frxteenare not extempted from this 
fhameful impofition.—There is a public ball by 
fubfcription every night at one of the houfes, to 
which all the company from the others are admitted 
by tickets; and indeed, Harrigafe, treads upon the 
heels of Bath, in the articles of gaiety and diflipati- 
on—with this difference, however, that here we 
are more fociable and familiar. One of the inns is 
already full up to the very garrets, having no lefs 
than fifty lodgers, and as many fervants. Our fa- 
mily does not exceed thirty-fix; and I fhould be 
forry to fee the number augmented, as our accom- 
modations won’t admit of much increafe. 

At prefent, the company is more agreeable than 
one could expeff from an accidental affemblage of 
perfons who are utter ftrangers to one another.— 
There feems to be a general difpofition among us 
to maintain good fellowfhip, and promote the pur- 
pofesof humanity, in favour of thofe who come 
hither on the fcore of health. I fee feveral faces 
which we left at Bath, although the majority are 
of the Northern counties, and may come from 
Scotland for the benefit of thefe waters—In fuch 
a variety, there mull: be fome originals, among 
whom Mrs. Tabitha Bramble is not the moil incon- 
fiderable—No place where there is fuch an inter- 
eourfe between the fexes, can be difagreeable to a- 
lady of her views and temperament—She has had 
fome warm difputes at table, with a lame parfon 
from Northumberland, on the ne-w birth, and the 
infignificance of moral virtue ; and her arguments 
have been reinforced by an old Scotch lawyer, in a 
tye-periwig, who, . though he has loll, his teeth, 
and the ufe of his limbs, can, flill wag his tongue 
with great volubility. He has paid her fuch ful- 
fcme compliments, upon her piety and learning, ?.s 
fetm to have wen her heart ; and fhe, in her turn, treats 
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treats him with fuch attention as indicates a defign 
upon his perfon ; but, by ail acounts, he is too 
much a fox to be inveigled into any fnare that fhe 
can lay for his affe&ion. 

We do not purpofe to flay long at Harrigate, 
though, at prefent, it is our head quarters, from 
whence we lhall make fome excurfions, to vifit 
two or three of our rich relations, who are fettled 
in this county.—Pray, remember me to all our 
friends of Jefus, and allow me to be ftill, 

Yours affe&ionately, 
Harrigate, June 23. J. Melford. 

To Dr. Lewis. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 

CONSIDERING the tax we pay for turnpikes, 
the roads of this country conftitute a mod intole- 
rable grievance. Betv/een Newark and Weather- 
by, I have fuffered more from jolting and Twing- 
ing, than ever I felt in the whole courfe of my lite, 
although the carriage is remarkably commodious 
and well hung,.and the poftillions were very careful 
in driving. I am now fafely houfed at the New 
Inn at Harrigate, whither I came to fatisfy my cu- 
riofity, rather than with any view of advantage to 
my health ; and truly, after having confidered all 
the parts and particulars of the place I cannot ac- 
count for the concourfe of people one finds here, upon any other principle but that of caprice, which, 
feems to be the charafiter of our nation. 

Harrigate is a wild-common, bare and bleak, 
without tree or ihrub, or the leaf! figns of culti- 
vation ; and the people who come to drink the wa~. . 
ter, are crowded together in paltry inns, where the * 
few tolerable rooms are nioncpoliz,ed by the frieisr's 
and favourites of the houfe, and all the reft of the 
lodgers are obliged to put up with, dirty, holes, 

wheie 
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where there is neither fpace, air, nor convenience. 
My apartment is about ten feet fquare ; and when 
the folding bed is down, there is juft room fuffi- 
cient to pafs between it and the fire. One might 
expeft, indeed, that there would be no occafion 
for a fire at midfummer; but here the climate is 
fo backward, that an afti tree, which our landlord 
has planted before my window, is juft beginning 
to put forth its leaves; and I am fain to have my 
bed warmed every night. 

As for the water, which is faid to have effefted 
fo many furprifing cures, I have drank it once, and 
the firft draught has cured me of all defire to re- 
peat the medicine.—Some people fay it fmells of 
rotten eggs, and other’s compare it to the fcourings 
of a foul gun.—It is generally fuppofed to be 
ftrongly impregnated with fulphur ; and Dr. Shaw, 
in his book upon mineral waters, fays, he has feen 
flakes of fulphur floating in the well- Pace tanti viri; 
I, for my part, have never obferved any thing 
like fulphur, either in or or about the well, neither 
do I find that any brimftone has ever been ex- 
tra£fed from the water. As for the fmell, if I 
may |be allowed to judge from my own organs, it 
is exaQly that of bilge-water ; and the faline tafte 
of it feems to declare, that it is nothing elie than 
fait water putrified in the bowels of the earth. I 
was obliged to hold my nofe with one hand, while 
I advanced the glafs to my mouth with the, other ; 
and after I had made fhift to fwallow it, my fto- 
mach could hardly retain what it had received.—• 
The only eftefifs it produced were ficknefs, griping, 
and infurmountable difguft—I can hardly mention 
it without puking.—The world is ftrangely mifled 
by the affcQation of fmgularity, 1 cannot help 
fufpe&ing, that this water owes its reputation in a 
great meafnre to its being fo ftrikingly offenfive.— 
On the fanae kind of analogy, a German dodor 
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has introduced hemlock and other poifons, as fpe- 
cifics, into the materia medico.—I am perfuaded, 
that all the cures afcribed to the Harrigate water, 
would have been as efficacioufly, and infinitely 
more agreeably performed by the internal and ex- 
ternal ufe of fea-water. Sure I am, this laft is 
much lefs naufeous to the tafle and fmell, and 
much more gentle in its operation as a purge, as 
Well as more extenfive in its medical qualities. 

Two days ago, we went acrofs the country to 
vifit ’fquire Burdock, who married a firft coufin 
of my father, an heirefs, who brought him an 
eftate of a thoufand a year. This gentleman is a 
declared opponent of the miniftry in parliament; 
and, having an opulent fortune, piques himfelf 
upon living in the country, and maintaining old 
Englijh hofpitality.—By the bye, this is a phrafe 
very much ufed by the Englifh themfelves, both in 
words and writing ; but I never heard of it out of 
the ifland, except by way of irony and farcafm. 
What the hofpitality of our forefathers has been, 
I fhould be glad to fee recorded, rather in the 
memoirs of ftrangers who have vifited our coun- 
try, and were the proper objedts and judges of 
fuch hofpitality, than in the difcourfe and lucubra- 
tions of the modern Englifh, who feem to defcribe 
it from theory and conjecture.. Certain it is, we 
are generally looked upon by foreigners, as a people 
totally deftitute of this virtue *, and I never was in any country abioad, where I did not meet with 
perfons of diftindtion who complained of having 
been inhofpitably ufed in Great Britain. A gentle- 
man of France, Italy, or Germany, who has enter- 
tained and lodged an Englifhman at his houfe, when 
he afterwards meets with his gueft at London, is 
alked to dinner at the Saracen’s head, the Turk’s- 
head, the Boar’s-head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and 

butter. 
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butter, drinks execrable port, and is allowed to 
pay his {hare of the reckoning. 

But to return from this digreffion, which my 
feeling for the honour of my country obliged me 
to make our Yorkftiire coufin has been a 
mighty fox-hunter before the Lord; but now he is 
too fat and unweildy to leap ditches and five bar- 
gates ; neverthelefs tie {till keeps a pack of hounds, 
which are well exercifed ; and his huntfman every 
night entertains h'm with the adventures of the 
day’s chacc, which he recites in a tone and terms 
that are extremely curious and fignificant. In the 
mean time, his broad brawn is fcratched by one 
of his grooms.——This fellow, it feems, having 
no inclination to curry any beaft out of the lia- 
ble, was at great pains to fcoliop his nails in fuch 
a manner that the blood followed at every ftroke. 
—He was in hopes that he would be diffmifled 
from this difagreable office, but the event turned 
out contrary to his expedtaticn—His mailer de- 
clared he was the bell fcratcher in the family ; and now fie will not fuffer any other fervant to draw a < 
nail upon his carcafe. 

The ’{quire’s lady is very proud, without being j 

{liff or inacceflible. She receives even her infe- 
riors in point of fortune with a kind of arrogant 
civility ; but then fhe thinks fhe has a right to 
treat them with the mell ungracious freedoms of 
fpeech, and never fails to let them know {he is , 
fenfible of her own fuperior affluence.—In a word, j 
fhe fpeaks well of no living foul, and has not one | 
fingle friend in.the world. Her huffiand hates her ' 
mortally ; but, although the brute is fometimes 
fo very powerful in him that he will have his own 
way, he generally truckles to her dominion, and i 
dreads like a fchool-boy, the lafh of her tongue. 
On the other hand, ffie is af raid of provoking him | 
too far, left he fhould make fome defperate effort to |! 
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to fhake of her yoke.—She, therefore, acquiefces 
in the proofs he daily gives of his attachment to 
the liberty of an Englilh freeholder, by faying and 
doing, at his own table, whatever gratifies the 
brutality of his difpofition, or contributes to the 
cafe of his perfon. The houfe, tho’ large, is 
neither elegant nor comfortable It looks like a 
great inn, crowded with travellers, who dine at 
the landlord’s ordinary, w-here there is a great pro- 
fufion of vi&uals and drink, but mine holt feems 
to be mifplaced $ and I would rather dine upon fil- 
berts with a hermit, than feed upon venifon with 
a hog. The footmen might be aptly compared to 
the waiters of a tavern, if they were more fervice- 
able and lefs rapacious; but they are generally in- 
folent and inattentive, and fo greedy, that, I think, 
I can dine better, and for lefs expeneg, at the Star 
and Garter in Pall-mall, than at our coufin’s caf- 
tle in Yorkfhire. The ’fquire is alfo bleffed with 
an only fon, about two and twenty, juft returned 
from Italy, a complete fidler and dillettante ; and 
he flips no opportunity of manifefting the moft 
perfed contempt for his own father. 

When we arrived, there was a family of fo- 
reigners at the houfe, on a vifit to this virtuofo, 
with whom they had been acquainted at the Spa ; 
it was the count de Melville, with his lady, on 
their w’ay to Scotland. Mr. Burdock had met 
with an accident, in confequence of which both 
the count and I would have retired but the young 
gentleman and his mother infifted upon our flaying 
dinner; and their ferenity feemed to be fo little 
ruffled by what had happened, that we compli- 
ed with their invitation. The ’fquire had been 
brought home over night in his poftchaife, fo 
terribly belaboured about the pate, that he feemtd to 
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to be in a {late of ftupefa£Uon, and had ever fince 
remained fpeechlefs. A country apothecary, called 
Grieve, who lived in a neighbouring village, hav- 
ing been called to his afiiftance, had let him blood, 
and applied a poultice to his head, declaring, that 
he had no fever, nor any other bad fymptoni but 
the lofs of fpetch, if he really had loll that facul- 
ty. But the young ’fquire faid this pra&itioner 
was an igmrantaccio, that there was a fradture in 
the cranium) and that there was a neceffity for hav- 
ing him trepanned without lofs of time. His mo- 
ther efpoufing this opinion, had fent an express to 
York for a furgeon to perform the operation, and 
he was already come with his ’prentice and inftru- 
ments. Having examined the patient’s head, he 
began to prepare his dreflings ; though Grieve Hill 
retained his firft opinion that there was no fra&ure, 
and was the more confirmed in it as the ’fquire had 
paffed the night in profound deep, uninterrupted 
by any catching or convulfion. The York fur- 
geon faid he could not tell whether ihere was a 
iradture, until he {hould take of the icalp, but, at 
any rate, the operation might be of fervice, in 
giving vent to any blood that might be extravafat- 
ed, either above or below the dura mater. 1 he 
lady and her fon were clear for trying the experi- 
ment ; and Grieve was dilmijTed with fome marks 
of contempt ; which, perhaps, he owed to the 
plainnefs of his appearance. Fie i’eemed to be 
about the middle age, wore his own black hair 
without any fort of dreffing; by his garb, one 
would have taken him for a quaker, but he had 
none of the ftiffnefs of that fedl, on the contrary, 
he was very fubmiflive, refpediful, and remarka- 
bly taciturn. 

Leaving the ladies in an apartment by them- 
felvts, we adjourned to the patient’s chamber, 
where the drellings and inftruments were difplayed in 
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in order upon a pewter difh. The operator, lay 
ing afide his coat and periwig, equipped himfelf 
with a night-gap, apron, and fleeves, while his 
’prentice and footman, feizing the ’fquire’s head, 
began to place it in a proper pofture. -But 
mark what followed.—The patient, bolting up- 
right in the bed, collared each of thefe afliftants 
with the grafp of Hercules, exclaiming, in a bel- 
lowing tone, “ I ha’n’t lived fo long in Yorklhire <c to be trepanned by fuch vermin as youand 
leaping on the floor, put on his breeches quietly, 
to the aftonifhment of us all. The furgeon ftill 
inflfted upon the operation, alledging it was now 
plain that the brain was injured, and defiring the 
fervants to put him into bed again ; but no body 
would venture to execute his orders, or everr to 
interpofe : when the ’fquire turned him and his 
afliftants out of doors, and threw his apparatus 
out at the window. Having thus aflerted his pre- 
rogative, and put on his cloaths with the help of a valet, the count, with my nephew and me, were 
introduced by his fon, and received with his ufual 
ftile of ruftic civility ; then turning to fignor 
Macaroni, with a farcaftic grin, ‘‘ I tell thee 
“ what, Dick, (faid he) a man’s fcull is not to 
“ be bored every time his head is broken ; and I’ll 
“ convince thee and thy mother, that I know 
“ as many tricks as e’er an old fox in the Weft 
V Riding.” 

We afterwards underftood he had quarrelled at 
a public houfe with an excifeman, whom he chal- 
lenged to a bout at Angle flick, in which he had 
been worfted ; and that the fhame of this defeat 
had tied up his tongue. As for madam, (he had 
fhewn no concern for his difafter, and npw heard 
of his recovery without emotion.—She had taken 
fome iiitie nonce of my flfter and niece, though 
rather with a view to indulge her own petulance, 

than 
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than out of any fentiment of regard to our family. 
—She faid Liddy was a fright, and ordered her 
woman to adjuft her head before dinner; but fhe 
would not meddle with Tabby, whofe fpirit, fhe 
foon perceived, was not to be irritated with im- 
punity. At table, fhe acknowledged me fo far as 
to fay file had heard of my father; though fhe 
hinted, that he had difobliged her family by mak- 
ing a poor match in Wales. She was difagreeably 
familiar in her inquiries about our circumflances; 
and afked, if I intended to bring up my nephew 
to the law. I told her, that, as he had an inde- 
pendent fortune, he fhould follow no profeflion 
but that of a country gentleman ; and that I was 
not u'ithout hopes of procuring for him a feat in 
parliament. “ pray, coufin, (faid fhe) what 
“ may his fortune be?” When I anfwered, that 
with what I fhould be able to give him, he would 
have better than two thoufand a year, fhe replied, 
with a difdainful tofs of her head, that it would be 
impoflible for him to preferve his independence on 
fuch a paltry provificn. 

Not a little nettled at this arrogant remark, I 
told her, I had the honour to fit in parliament 
with her father, when he had little more than 
half that income ; and I believed there was not a 
more independent and incorruptible member in 
the houfe. “ Ay; hut times are changed, (cried 
“ the ’fquire) Country gentlemen now-a-days, 

live after another fafhion. My table alone <c Hands me in a cool thoufand a quarter, though 
“ I raife my own flock, import my own liquors, 
“ and have every thing at the firft hand.—True 
“ it is, I keep open houfe, and receive ail comers, 
“ for the honour of Old England.” “ If tnat 
“ be the cafe, (faid I) ’tis a wonder you can main- 
“ tain it at fo fmall an expence ; but every private 
‘‘ gentleman is not expe&ed to keep a caravanfera 

“ for 
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“ for the accommodation"of travellers: indeed, 
“ if every individual lived in the fame ftile, you 
“ would not have fuch a number of guefts at your 
*t table, of confequence your hofpitality would 
“ not fhine fo bright for the glory of the Weft 
“ Riding.” The young ’fquire, tickled by tnis 
ironical obfervation, exclaimed, “ O the burla 
—his mother eyed me in filence with a fupercili- 
ous air : and the father of the feaft, taking a bum- 
per of O&ober, “ My fervice to you, coufinBram- 
“ ble, (faid he) I have always heard there was 

fomething keen and biting in the air of the 
“ Welfh mountains.” 

I was much pleafed with the count de Melville, 
who is fenfible, eafy, and polite ; and the countefs 
is the moll amiable woman I ever beheld. In the 
afternoon they took leave of their entertainers, and 
the young gentleman, mounting his horfe, under- 
took to condudt their coach through the park, 
while one of their fervants rode round to give 
notice to the reft, whom they had left at a public 
houfe on the road. The moment their backs were 
turned, the cenforious daemon took poflellion of 
our Yorkfhire landlady and our filler Tabitha.— 
The former obferved, that the countefs was a 
good fort of a body, but totally ignorant of good 
breeding, confequently aukward in her addrefs. 
The ’fquire faid he did not pretend to the breeding 
of any thing but colts; but that the jade would 
be very handlome, if (he was a litle more in flefh. 
“ Handfome ! (cried Tabby) fhe has indeed a pair 
** of black eyes without any meaning; but then tC there is not a good feature in her face.” “ I 
“ know not what >,<m call good features in Wales; u (replied our landlord) but the’ll pafs in York- 
“ fhire ” Then turning to Liddy, he added, 
“ What fay you, my pretty Redftreak ?—what 
“ is your opinion of the countefs ?” “ I think, 

‘‘ (cried 
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“ (cried Liddy with great emotion) fhe’s an an- 
“ gel.” Tabby chid her for talking with fuch 
freedom in company ; and the lady of the houfe 
faid, in a contemptuous tone, fhe fuppofed mifs 
had been brought up at fome country boarding- 
fchool. 

Our converfation was fuddenly interrupted by 
the young gentleman, who galloped into the yard 
all aghaft, exclaiming, that the coach was attack- 
ed by a great number qf highwaymen. My ne- 
phew and I rufhing ouf, found his own and his 
fervant’s horfe ready faddled in the liable, with 
piftols in the caps.—We mounted inftantly, or- 
dering Clinker and Dutton to follow with all pof- 
fible expedition ; but notwithflanding all the fpeed 
we could make, the aftion was over before we 
arrived, and the count with his lady fafely lodged 
at the houfe of Grieve, who fignalized him- 
felf in a very remarkable manner on this occafion. 
At the turning of a lane, that led to the village 
where the count’s fervants remained, a couple of 
robbers a-horfe back fuddenly appeared, with their 
piftols advanced : one kept the coachman in awe, 
and the other demanded the count’s money, while 
the young ’fquire went off at full fpeed without 
ever calling a look behind. The count defiring 
the thief to withdraw his piftol, as the lady was 
in great terror, delivered his purfe without making 
the leaft refiftance: but not fatisfied with this, 
booty ; which was pretty confiderable, the rafcal 
nfifted upon rifling her of her ear-rings and neck- 
lace, and the countefs fcreamed with affright. Her 
hulband, exafperated at the violence with which 
ftie was threatened, wrefted the piftol out of the 
fellow ; hand, and turning it upon him, fnapped 
it in hi- face; but the robber knowing there was 
no charge in it, drew another from his bofom, and 
in all probability would have killed him on the 
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fpot, had not his life been faved by a wonderful in- 
terpofition. Grieve, the apothecary, chancing to 
pafs that very inftant, ran up to the coach, and 
with a crab ftick, which was all the weapon he 
had, brought the fellow to the ground with the 
firft blow; then feizing his piftol, prefented it to 
his colleague, who fired his piece at random, and 
fled without further oppofition. The other was 
fecured by the affiftance of the count and the coach- 
man ; and his legs being tied under the belly of his 
own horfe. Grieve conduced him to the village, 
whither alfo the carriage proceeded. It was with 
great difficulty the countefs could be kept from 
fwooning; but at laft (he was happily conveyed to 
the houfe of the apothecary, who went into the 
fhop to prepare fome drops for her, while his wife 
and daughter adminiftered to her in another apart- 
ment. 

I found the count Handing in the kitchen with 
the parfon of the parilh, and expreffing much im- 
patience to fee his prote&or, whom as yet he had 
icarce found time to thank for the eflential fervicc he had done him and the countefs—The daughter 
paffing at the fame time with a glafs of water, 
monfieur de Melville could not help taking notice 
of her figure which was ftrikingly engaging.  
“ Ay, (faid the parfon) fhe is the prettieft girl, “ and the beft girl in all my parifh; if I could 
“ give my fon an eftate of ten thoufand a year, he 
“ fhould have my confent to lay it at her feet. 
“ If Mr. Grieve had been as felicitous about get- 
“ ing money, as he has been in performing all 
“ the duties of a primitive Chriftian, Fy would 
“ not have hung fo long upon his hands.” “ What 
“ is her namefaid I. “ Sixteen years ago 
“ (anfwered tht vicar) I chriftened her by the 
“ names of Seraphina Melvilia.” “ Ha ! what 1 
“ h°w ! (cried the count eagerly) fure you faid Vol. I. L “ Seraphina 
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“ Seraphina Melvilia.” “ I did; (faid he) Mr. 
“ Grieve told me thofe were the names of two 
“ noble perfons abroad, to whom he had been 
“ obliged for more than life.” 

The count, without fpeaking another fyllable, ^ 
rufhed into the parlour, crying, ” This is your 
“ god-daughter, my dear.” Mrs. Grieve, then 
feizing the countefs by the hand, exclaimed with ' |tt 
great agitation, ‘‘ O madam !—O fir !—I am—I 
‘‘ am your poor Eleanor.—This is my Seraphina 1 

“ Melvilia. O child ! thefe are the count and j 
“ countefs of Melville, the generous—the glori- 
“ ous benefa£l;ors of thy once unhappy parents.” 

The countefs rifing from her feat, threw her P 
arms about the neck of the amiable Seraphina, and 1 

clapfed her to her breaft with great tendernefs, 1 

while flie herfelf was embraced by the weeping J 
mother. This moving fcene was completed by 11 

the entrance of Grieve himfelf, who falling on his knees before the count, Behold (faid he) a peni- j 1 
£C tent, who at length can look upon his patron j J 
(C without fhrinking.” Ah, Ferdinand! (cri- j 
“ ed he, raifing and folding him in his arms) the ; 1 

“ plAy fellow of my infancy -the companion of ! 1 

my youth! Is it to you then I am indebted ; ■ 
“ for my life?” “ Heaven has heard my prayer, ! 

“ (laid the other) and given me an opportunity to ^ 
prove myfelf not altogether unworthy of your j ■ 

“ clemency and protedfion.” He then killed the 
hand of the countefs, while monlieur de Melville 
faluted his wife and lovely daughter, and all of us 
were greatly aflfefted by this pathetic recognition. 

In a word, Grieve was no other than Ferdinand 
conn1 Fathom, whofe adventures were printed ma- 
ny years ago. Being a fmcere convert to virtue, 
he had changed his name, that ht might elude the 
i nquiries of the count, whofe generous allowance 
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' he determined to forego, that he might have no 

i dependence but upon his own induftry and modera- 
tion. He had accordingly fettled in this village as 
a pra&itioner in furgery and phyfic, and for fome 

- years wreftled with all the miferies of indigence, 
which, however, he and his wife had borne with 

: the moft exemplary refignation. At length, by 
I dint of unwearied attention to the duties of his 
1 profeffion, which he exercifed with equal humanity 

and fuccefs, he had acquired a tolerable fhare of 
| bufinefs among the farmers and common people, 
j which enabled him to live in a decent manner. 
: He had been fcarce even feen to fmile; was unaf- 

fe&edly pious; and all the time he could fpare 
j from the avocations of his employment he fpent in 
educating his daughter, and in ftudying for his own improvement.—In fhort, the adventurer Fathom 
was, under the name of Grieve,-univerfally re- 

j fpefited among the commonalty of this diftrift, as 
a prodigy of learning and virtue. Thefe particu- ! ,lars I learned from the vicar, when we quitted the 

'room, that ihey might be under no rellraint in 
jtheir mutual effufions. I make no doubt that 
| Grieve will be preffed to leave off bufinefs, and 
’re-unite himfelf to the count’s family ; and as the 
fcount^fs feemed extremely fond of his daughter, 
Ihe will in all probability infill upon Seraphina’s 
(accompanying her to Scotland. 
I Having paid our compliments to thefe noble 
fperfons, we returned to the ’fquires, where we 
(expe&ed an invitation to pafs the night, which 
tras wet and raw ; but it feems’fquire Burdock’s 
ihofpitality reached not fo far for the honour of !Yorkfhire: we departed in the evening, and lay at 

man inn, where I caught cold. 
L 2 In 
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In hope of riding it down before it could take 

faft hold on my conftitution, I refolved to vifit ano- 
ther relation, one Mr. Pimpernel, who lived about 
a dozen miles from the place where we lodged. ; 
Pimpernel, being the youngefl: of four fons, was 
bred an attorney at Furnival’s-inn ; but all his el- 
der brothers dying, he got himfelf called to the , 
bar for the honour of his family, and foon after this 
preferment, fucceeded to his father’s eftate, which : 
was very confiderable. He carried home with j 
him all the knavifh chicanery of the lowed: petti- ! 

fogger, together with a wife whom he had pur- 
chafed of a drayman for twenty pounds ; and he i | 
foon found means to obtain a Dedimus as an a&ing j 
juftice of peace. He is not only a fordid mifer in 
his difpofition, but his avarice is mingled with a 
fpirit of defpotifm, which is truly diabolical.—He 
is a brutal hufband, an unnatural parent, a harfh i 
mafter, an oppreflive landlord, a litigious neigh- ; 
hour, and a partial magiftrate. Friends he has If 
none; and in point of hofpitality and good breed-; 
ing, our coufm Burdock is a prince in comparifon It. 
of this ungracions mifcreant, whofe -houfe is the i , 
lively reprefentation of a goal. Our reception was i 
fuitable to the chara£ter I have fketched. Had itfj |r depended upon the wife, we fhould have been 
kindly treated.—She is really a good fort of a wo- | . 
man, in fpite of her low original, and well refpeft- 1 . 
ed in the country ; but Ihe has not irtercft enough : , 
in her own houfe to command a draught of table- ;! . 
beer, far lefs to beftow any kind of education on 
her children, who run about, like ragged colts, in 
a ftate of nature.— Pox on him ! he is fucha dirty jr 
fellow, that I have not patience to profecute the , 
fubjefh 

By the time w'e reached Harrigate, I began to j 
be vifited by certain rheumatic fymptoms. The I Scotch i' 
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Scoth lawyer, Mr. Micklewhimmen, recommend- 
ed a hot bath of thefe waters fo earneftly that I 
was over-perfuaded to try the experiment. He 
had ufed it often with luccefs, and always flayed an 
hour in the bath, which was a tub filled with Har- 
rigate water, heated for the purpoie. If I could 
hardly bear the fmell of a Angle tumbler when 
cold, you may guefs how my nofe was regaled by 
the fleams arifing from a hot bath of the fame fluid. 
At night, I was conduced into a dark hole on the 
ground floor, where the tub imoaked and flunk 
like the pot of Acheron, in one corner, and in ano- 
ther flood a dirty bed provided with thick blan- 
kets, in which I was to ftceat al ter coming out of 
the bath. My heart feemed to die within me 
when I entered this difmal bagnio, and found my 
brain affaulted by fuch infufferable effluvia.———I 
curfed Micklewhimmen for not confidering that 
my organs were formed on this fide of the Tweed ; 
but being afhamed to recoil upon the trefhold, I 
fubmitted to the procefs. 

After having endured all but real fuffocation for 
above a quarter of an hour in the tub, I was mov- ed to the bed and wrapped in blankets—There I 
lay a full hour panting with intollerable heat; but 
not the leaft moifture appearing on my fkin, I was 
carried to my chamber, and pafled the night with- 
out clofing an eye, in fuch a flutter of fpirits as 
rendered me the moft miferable wretch in being. 
I fhould certainly have run diftrafited, if the rare- 
fa&ion of my blood, occafioned by that Stygian 
bath, had not burft the veflels, and produced a 
violent hsemorage, which, though dreadful and 
alarming, removed the horrible difquiet.—I loft 
two pounds of blood, and more, on this occafion ; 
and find myfelf ftill weak and languid ; but, I be- 
lieve, a little exercife will forward my recovery ; 

L 3 and 
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and therefore I am refolved to fet out to-morrow 
for York, in my way to Scarborough, where I 
propofe to brace up my fibres by a fea-bathing, 
which, I know, is one of your favourite fpecifics. 
There is however, one difeafe, for which you 
have found as yet no fpecific, and that is old age, 
of which this tedious unconne&ed epiftle is an in- 
fallible fymptom: what, therefore, cannot be 
cured, muji be endured, by you, as well as by 

Yours, 
Harrigate, June 26. Matt. Bramble, 

To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bart, of Jefus col- lege, Oxon. 
DEAR KNIGliT, 

THE manner of living at Harrigate was fo 
agreeable to my difpofition, that I left the place 
with feme regret Our aunt Tabby w'ould have 
probably made fome obje&ion to our departing fo 
foon, had not an accident embroiled her with Mr. 
Micklewhimmen, the Scotch advocate, on whofe 
heart fhe had been pra&ifing, from the fecond day 
after our arrival—That original, though feemingly 
precluded from the ufe of his limbs, had turned 
his genius to good account—In fhort, by dint of 
groaning, and whining, he had excited the com- 
panion of the company fo effe&ually, that an old 
lady, who occupied the very beft apartment in the 
houfe, gave it up for his eafe and convenience. 5 When 
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When his man led him into the Long Room, all 
the females were immediately in commotion.   
One fet an elbow-chair ; another fhook up the 
cufhion ; a third brought a ftool ; and a fourth a 
pillow, for the aceommondation of his feet—Two 
ladies (of whom Tabby was always one) fupported 
him into the dining-room, and placed him proper- 
ly at the table ; and his tafte was indulged with a 
fucceffion of delicacies, culled by their fair hands. 
All this atention he repaid with a profufion of 
compliments and benediQ:ions, which were not the 
lefs agreeable for being delivered in the Scottifh. 
dialed. As for Mrs. Tabitha, his refpe&s were 
particulary addrefled to her, and did not fail to 
mingle them with religious reflexions, touching 
free grace, knowing her bias to mXhodiim, which 
he alfo profeffed upon a calviniftical model. 

For my part I could not help thinking this law- 
yer was not fuch an invalid as he pretended to, be. 
I obferved he eat very heartily three times a-day ; 
and tho’ his bottle was marked Jiomachic tinElure, 
he had recourfe toil fo often, and feemed to fwal- 
low it with fuch peculiar rehih, that I fufpeXed it 
was not compounded in the apothecary’s fhop, or 
the chemift’s laboratory. Oneway, while he was 
earneftin difcourfe with Mrs. Tabitha, and his fer- 
vant had gone out on fome occafton or other, I 
dexteroufly exchanged the labels, and fituation of 
his bottle and mine ; and having tailed his tinXure, 
found it was excellent claret. I forthwith handed 
it about to fome of my neighbours, and it was 
quite emptied before Mr. Micklewhimmen had oc- cafton to repeat his draught. At length, turning 
about, he took hold of my bottle, inllead of his 
own, and, filling a large glafs, drank to the health 
of Mrs. Tabitha—It had fcarce touched his lips 
when he perceived the change which had been put 

L 4 upon 
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upon him, and was at firft a little out of counte- 
nance He feemed to retire within himfelf, in 
order to deliberate, and in half a minute his refo- 
lution was taken; addreffing himfelf to our qua- 
ter, “ I give the gentleman cradit for his wit (laid 
“ he) ; it was a gude pra&ical joke; but fome- 
“ times hi joci inferia ducunt mala.—I hope, for “ his own fake, he has na drank all the liccor ;ibr 
“ it was a vara poorful infufion of jallop in Bour- 
“ deaux wine : as it’s poflible he may ha ta’en fic a 
“ dofe as will produce a terrible cataftrophe in his 
“ ain bcoels.”— 

By far the greater part of the contents had fallen 
to the fhare of a young clothier from Leeds, who 
had come to make a figure at Harrigate, and was, 
in efre£t, a great coxcomb in his way. It was with 
a view to laugh at his fellow guefts, as well as to 
mortify the lawyer, that he had emptied the bot- 
tle, when it came to his turn, and he had laughed 
accordingly : but now his mirth gave way to hisap- 
prehenfion—He began to fpit, to make wry faces 
and writhe himfelf into various contorfions  

Damn the fluff, (cried he,; I thought it had a 
** villainous twang—pah ! He that would cozen a 
“ Scot mun get cop betimes and take old 
“ Scratch for his counfellor.”—“ In troth, mef- 
«« ter whet d’ye ca’um, (replied the lawyer) your 
“ wit has run you into a filthy puddle—Pm truly 
*£ confarned for your waeful cafe—The beft ad- 
“ vice I can give you, in fic a delemma, is to 
“ fend an exprefs to Rippon for doflor Waugh, <£ without delay, and, in the mean time, fwallow eC all the oil and butter you can find in the hoofe, ££ to defend your poor ftomach and intaftins^ from ££ the villication of the particles of the jallap, ££ which is vara violent, even when taken in mo- 
«* deration.” Tha 
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The poorclothier’s torments had already begun : 

he retired, roaring with pain, to his own cham- 
ber ; the oil was fwallowed, and the do&or Tent 
for; but before he arrived, the miferable patient 
had made fuch difcharges upwards and downwards, 
that nothing remained to give him further offence ; 
and this double evacuation was produced by ima- 
gination alone ; for what he had drank was ge- 
nuine wine of Bourdeaux, which the lawyer had 
brought from Scotland for his own private ufe. 
The clothier, finding the joke turnout fo expenfive 
and difagreeable, quitted the houfe next morning, 
leaving the triumph to Micklewhimmen, who en- 
joyed it internally, without any outward figns of 
exultation;—on the contrary, he affeded to pity 
the young man for what he had fuffered, and ac- 
quired frefh credit from this fhew of moderation. 

It was about the middle of the night, which 
fucceeded this adventure, that the vent of the 
kitchen chimney being foul, the foot took fire, and 
the alarm was given in a dreadful manner—Every 
body leaped naked out of bed, and in a minute the 
whole houfe was filled with cries and confufion—• 
There were two flairs in the houfe, and to thefe 
we naturally ran ; but they were both fo blocked 
up, by the people preffing upon one another, that 
it feemed impoffible to pafs, without throwing 
down and trampling upon the women. In the 
midft of this anarchy, Mr. Micklewhimmen, with 
a leathern portmanteau on his back, came running as nimble as a'buck along the paffage ; and Tab- 
by, in her under petticoat, endeavouring to hook 
him under the arm, that fhe might efcape thro’ 
his proteflion, he very fairly pufhed her down, 
crying, “ Na, na, gude faith, charity begins at 
“ hame 1” Without paying the leafl refpedl to 
the fhrieks and intreaties of his female friends, he 

charged 
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charged through the midft of the crowd, over- 
turning every thing that oppofed him, and a&ually 
fought his way to the bottom of the ftair-cafe— 
By this time Clinker had found a ladder, by which 
he entered the window of my uncle’s chamber, 
where our family was affembled, and propofed that 
we fhould make our exit fucceflively by that con- 
veyance. The ’fquire exhorted his fifter to begin 
the defcent; but, before fhe could refolve, her 
woman, Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, in a tranfport of 
terror, threw herfelf out at the window upon the 
ladder, while Humphry dropped upon the ground, 
that he might receive her in her defcent This 
maiden was juft^as fhe had ftarted out of bed, the 
moon fhone very bright, and a frefh breeze of wind blowing,, none of Mrs. Winifred’s beauties 
could poffibly efcape the view of the fortunate 
Clinker, whole heart was not able to withftand the 
united force of fo many charms; at lead, I am 
much miflaken, if he has not been her humble 
Cave from that moment—He received her in his 
arms, and, giving her his coat to protefl her from 
the weather, afcended again with admirable dex- 
terity. 

At that inftant, the landlord of the houfe called 
out with an audible voice, that the fire was extin- 
guifhed, and the ladies had nothing to fear ; this 
was a welcome note to the audience, and produced 
an immediate effedt; the fhrieking ceafed, and a 
confufed found of expoflulation enfued. I con- 
duced Mrs. Tabitha and my filler to their own 
chamber, where Liddy fainted away ; but was 
foon brought to herfelf. Then I went to offer my 
fervices to the other ladies, who might want affift- 
ance—They were all fcudding through the paflage 
to their feveral apartments; and as the thorough- 
fair was lighted by two lamps, I had a pretty good obfervation 
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| obfervation of them in their tranfit; but, as mod 
‘ of them were naked to the fmock, and all their 
I heads fhrowded in huge night-caps, I could not 
diftinguifh one face from another, though I recog- 

i nized feme of their voices—Thefe were generally 
plaintive; fome wept, fome fcolded, and fome 
prayed—I lifted up one poor old gentlewoman, 

. who had been overturned and fore bruifed by a 
5 multitude of feet; and Uhis was alfo the cafe with 
'•1 the lame parfon from Northumberland, whom 
; Micklewhimmen had in his paffage overthrown, 
i though not with impunity ; for the cripple, in fall- 
• Lg, gave him fuch a good pelt on the head with | his crutch, that the blood followed. 

As for this lawyer, he waited below till the 
' hurly-burly was over, and then ftole foftly to his 
; own chamber, from whence he did not venture to 
[ make a fecond Tally till eleven in the forenoon, 
3 when he was led into the public room by his own 
i fervant and another afliftant, groaning moft woe- 
, fully, with a bloody napkin round his head. But 
^things were greatly altered—The felfith brutality 
of his behaviour on the flairs had fleeled their 
Tearts againft all his arts and addrefs—Not a foul 

f offered to accommodate him with a chair, cufhion, 
!ior footflool; fo that he was obliged to fit down on 
i a hard wooden bench—In that pofiticn, he looked 
around with a rueful afpe£t, and, bowing very low, faid, in a whining tone, <e Your mofl humble fer- 

'<£ vant, ladies—Fire is a dreadful calamity.”  
|t£ Fire purifies gold, and it tries friendfhip,” cried (Mrs. Tabitha, bridling. ££ Yea, madam (replied 

f| “ Mtcklewhiminenj and it trieth diferetion alfo.” 
ffi<£ If diferetion confifts in forfaking a friend in ad- 1,’££ verfity, you are eminently pofTeffed of that vir- 
”£< hie,” refumed our aunt. <£ Na, madam (re- ££ joined the advocate) well I wot, I cannot claim 
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“ any merit from the mode of my retreat—Ye’ll 
“ pleafe to obferve, ladies, there are twa indepen- 
“ dent principles that a&uate our nature—One is 
“ inftind, which we have in common with the 
“ brute creation, and the other is reafon—Noo, 
“ in certain great emergencies, when the faculty 
“ of reafon is fufpended, inftinQ takes the lead, <c and, when this predominates, having no affinity 
*' with reafon, it pays no fojt of regard to its con- 
‘‘ neclions; it only operates for the benefit of <e the individual, and that by the moft expeditious 
‘‘ and effefifual means ; therefore, begging your 
“ pardon, ladies, I’m no accountable in foro an- 
“ fcientia, for what I did, while under the influ- <c ence of this irrefiftable pooer.” 

Here my uncle interpofing, “ I fhould be glad 
“ to knew (faid he) whether it was inftindf that 
“ prompted you to retreat with bag and baggage ; 
‘‘ for, I think, you had a portmanteau on your <e fhoulder.”—The lawyer anfwered, without he- 
fitation, “ Gif I might tell my mind freely, 
‘e without incurring the fufpicion of prefumption, c* I fhould think it was fomething fuperior to ei- 
“ ther reafon or inftinfit which fuggefted that mea- <f fure, and this on a twafald account: in the firft t( place, the portmanteau contained the writings 
“of a worthy nobleman’s eftate ; and their being 
“ burned, would have occafioned a lofs that could 
“ not be repaired : fecondly, my good angel feems 
“ to have laid the portmantle on my fhoulders, 
“ by way of defence, to fuftain the violence of a 
“ moft inhuman blow, from the crutch of a re- 
“ verend clergyman, which, even in fpite of that 
“ medium, hath wounded me forely, even unto the 
“ pericranium.” By your own do&rine (cried 
“ the parfon, who chanced to be prefent) I am 
“ not accountable for the blow, which was the ef- “ fea 
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“ fe£l of inftind.” “ I crave your pardon, re- 
“ verend fir (faid the other) inftinfit never a£b 
“ but for the prefervation of the individual ; but 
“ your prefervation was out of the cafe—■—You 
“ had already received the damage, and therefore f< the blow muft be imputed to revenge, which <£ is a fmful paflion, that ill becomes any Chriftian, <£ efpecially a Proteftant divine ; and let me tell 
“ you, moft reverend doftor, gin I had 3 mind 
“ to plea, the law would hauld my libel relevant.” 

Why, the damage is pretty equal on both fides 
“ (cried the parfon) ; your head is broke, and my <£ crutch is fnapped in the middle—Now, if you 
“ will repair the one, I will be at the expence of t( curing the other.” 

This fally raifed the laugh againft Micklewhim- 
men, who began to look grave; when my uncle, 
in order to change the difcourfe, obferved, that 
inftinft had been very kind to him in another re- 
fpe£t; for it had reftored to him the ufe of his 
limbs, which, in his exit, he had moved with fur- 
prifing agility. He replied, that it was the na- 
ture of fear to brace up the nerves ; and mention- 
ed fome furprifing feats of ftrength and a&ivity 
performed by perfons under the impulfe of terror; 
but he complained, that, in his own particular, 
the effe&s had ceafed, when the caufe was taken 
away.—The ’fquire faid, he would lay a tea drink- 
ing on his head, that he fhould dance a Scotch 
meafure, without making a falfe ftep ; and the 
advocate grinning, called for the piper.—A fiddler 
being at hand, this original flarted up, with his 
bloody napkin over his black tye-periwig, and 
acquitted himfelf in fuch a manner, as excited the 
mirth of the whole company ; but he could not 
regain the good graces of Mrs. Tabby, who did 

not 
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not underftand the principle of inftin&j and the 
lawyer did not think it worth his while to proceed 
to further demembration. 

From Harrigate we came hither, by the way of 
York, and here we fhall tarry for fome days, as my 
uncle and Tabitha are both refolved to make ufe 
of the waters. Scarborough, though a paltry 
town, is romantic, from its fituation along a cliff 
that overhangs the fea. The harbour i* formed 
by a fmall elbow of land that runs out as a natural 
mole, dire£Hy oppofite to the town ; and on that 
fide is the caftle, which ftands very high, of con- 
fiderable extent, and, before the invention of gun- 
powder, was counted impregnable. At the other 
end of Scarborough are two public rooms for the 
ufe of the company, who refort to this place in 
the fummer, to drink the waters or bathe in the 
fea ; and the diverfions are pretty much on the 
fame footing here as at Bath. The Spa is a little 
way beyond the town, on this fide, under a cliff, 
within a few paces of the fea, and thither the 
drinkers go every morning in difhabille ; but the 
defeent is by a great number of fteps, which in- 
valids find very inconvenient. Betwixt the well 
and the harbour, the bathing machines are ranged 
along the beach, with all their proper utenfils and 
attendants You have never feen one of thefe 
machines Image to yourfelf a fmall, fnug, 
wooden chamber, fixed upon a wheel-carriage, 
having a door at each end and on each fide a 
little window above, a bench below—The bather, afeending into this apartment by wooden fleps, 
fhuts himfelf in, and begins to undrefs, while the 
attendant yokes a horfe to the end next the fea, 
and draws the carriage forwards, till the furface 
of the water is on a level with the floor of ihe drefling- 
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drefling-room, then he moves and fixes the horfe 
to the other end The perfon within being 
ftripped, opens the door to the fea-ward, where 
he finds the guide ready, and plunges headlong 
into the water After having bathed, he re-af- 
cends into the apartment, by the fteps which had 
been Ihifted for that purpofe, and puts on his 
clothes at his leifure, while the carriage is drawn 
back again upon the dry land ; fo that he has no- 
thing further to do, but to open the door, and 
come down as he went up—Should he be fo weak 
or ill as to require a fervant to put off and on his 
clothes, there is room enough in the apartment 
for half a dozen people. The guides who attend 
the ladies in the water, are of their own fex, and 
they and the female bathers have a drefs of flan- 
nel for the fea; nay, they are provided with other conveniencies for the fupport of decorum. A cer- 
tain number of the machines are fitted with tilts, 
that projeft from the fea-ward ends of them, fo 
as to fcreen the bathers from the view of all per- 

! fons whatfoever—The beach is admirably adapted ’ for this praaice, the defcent being gently gradual, 
\ and the fand foft as velvet; but then the machines can be ufed only at a certain time of the tide, 
| which varies every day; fo that fometimes the ; bathers are obliged to rife very early in the morn- 

ing—For my part, I love fwimming as an exer- 
cife, and can enjoy it at all times of the tide, with- . out the formality of an apparatus. You and I 
have often plunged together into the Ifis; but the 

; fea is a much more noble bath, for health as well 
as pleafure. Yt>u cannot conceive what a flow of 
fpirits it gives, and how it braces every finew of 

[ the human frame. Were I to enumerate half the 
| difeafes which are every day cured by fea-bathing, 

you 
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you might juftly fay you had received a treatife, 
inftead of a letter, from 

your affe&ionate friend, 
and fervant, 

Scarborough, -July i. J. Melf o rd. 

END of V O L. I. 














