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SKYE DIATOMITE HOPES CRASH 

To Mrs Valerie Craig, The Scottish Council 
3 Union Street, Inverness 

Please forward copies of ‘ By Bridge to Skye.’ 
Enclosed remittance for   payable to the 
Scottish Council. 

Name   
Address 

VISITORS TO 4BERTARFF 
Visiting Abertarff House 

yesterday after holidaying in Lewis was Mrs Winnie Ewing 
and her family. Mrs Ewing had been pol- ishing up her Gaelic during her Lewis visit and bought 
a copy of the very successful 
Gaelfonn Gaelic Language Course to continue her les- sons on her own. 

Celebrating her birthday, was Annabel, the second member of the Ewing’s three 
children. 

By Bridge to Skye 

The Scottish Council’s definite report on the cost 
of building a bridge between Kyle of Lochalsh 
and Kyleakin, to be financed partly by government 
grant and partly by tolls. 

Is now available — price 21/- 
To ensure receiving your copy, pipase complete 

the form below 

dustry, said: “This is very disappointing news.” 
Tne Skye Council of Social Service, who have been 

largely responsible for the re- vived interest in tne depones, will be discussing.. Mr Mac- 
Innes’s findings soon. Tne r secretary. Mrs J. MacBeth, 
of Portree, said they had every confidence in Mr Mac- 
Innes's opinion. Note — Diatomite is a 
hydrated silica deposit formed 
from the skeleton!? of micro- 
scopic single-celled creatures 
known as diatoms. 

The feasibility survey into the prospects for exploiting 
diatomite deposits on Skye, 
has ended. It was said yester- 
day that a diatomite industry 
on the island would not be viable, even if a large part 
of the capital needed to set it up was provided by Gov- 
ernment grants. 

This was the first news of their findings from Mr 
Raonull Maclnnes and an associate who have financed 
the survey of Loch Cuithir, 
on the Trotternish peninsula. Mr Maclnnes is chairman of 
a London laboratory appara- 
tus manufacturing firm, and the survey has oeen Carried 
out for him by a Pitlochry minerologist, Mr Robert 
Robertson. 

Skye people were disap- 
pointed yesterday when they 
heard Mr Maclnnes’s con- clusions. It was thought more 
than 100,000 tons of diato- 
mite lay beneath the 24-acre peaty bed of the loch. A new 
industry would help check 
the island’s rising unemploy- ment figures. 

Mr Maclnnes explained: 
The sort of price one might expect for Skye diatomite is 

a maximum of £20 per ton processed and delivered to 
the Midlands. This is a very 

bulky material for its weight.” 
Other maunfacturers with 

immense resources would 
lower their price to retain their British sales. “It is not 
therefore marginal profita- bility, but total loss of in- 
vested capital tnat would have to be faced in this project.” 

He stressed that his survey 
was designed principally to satisfy himself. His conclu- 
sions were those of only him and his associate. 
--“What is not realised is 

that the world diatomite 
market is an enormous con- 
cern now of about 1| million 
tons a year. Here we are talking in terms of 5,000 to 
8,000 tons of a grade which 
is at the lower end of the scale,” he said. It would be doing a dis- 
service to the island to 
pretend that this was viable. 
“I am disappointed personally because my main idea was 
that there might have been 
a hope, in some small measure, of industry being 
possible that would help 
the unemployment situation here.” 

Major-General Harry Mac- 
donald, of Portree, whose 

A. Lean, Pipers Alec Grant and Richard Bierregaard, Drummer (leading) Maurice Couteras (hidden), tenor drummer Luis Eastman. Three dancers, Martha Grant, Lin Putranera and Rosemary MacQuillin look on. Taken at an R.A.F. association “ arads ” in June 1969. B-nd uniforms in MacLean of Duart tartan. Dancers’ uniforms in Campbell of Breadalbane. 

father and uncle started tne first diatomite workings at 
Loch Cuithir between 1880 
and 1910 as a summer in- 

Coming to 

INVERNESS? 
Be sure to visit Holm Woollen Mills 
where you will be able to see a 
magnificent range of Tartans and Tweeds 

Shetland Tweeds, Rugs, Scarves 
Cheviot Tweeds, Knitting Yarns 

Knitwear 

Authentic 
REPRODUCTION TARTANS 
in 49 Clans 
The Largest Range in Scotland 

JAMES PRINGLE LTD. 
WOOLLEN MILLS :: INVERNESS 

Telephone Inverness 31042 
Also at Skye Woollen Mills, Portree 
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An Stri Ann An Eirinn 
Cha leigeadh duine leas a bhith ’na fhaidh airson 

faicinn gun eireadh stri a rithist ann an Taobh-a-tuath na h-Eireann, Tha e coltach gur e bu choireach nach cuireadh 
an Riaghaltas aig Chichester-Clark stad air marsail nam Foghlumaichean Ciuirde no nan ‘‘Aprentice Boys” a 
dh’aindeoin gach rabhadh a fhuair iad gu robh eagal orra 
gun toireadh seo air na Prostanaich air a bheil an cum- 
hachd air a steidheachadh tionndadh ’nan aghaidh. Bha 
seo fhein a’dearbhadh soilleir gu leor, rud ait an robh fios 
aig daoine mar tha, nach robh e am beachd an Riaghaltais 
moran leasachaidh a dheanamh air doigh-riaghlaidh na 
Mor-roinn a dh’aindeoin gach gealladh. Bha luchd an 
aonaidh am beachd cumhachd a chumail ’nan lamhan fhein 
ged b’ann le eu-ceart. Mar a thuirt aon phaipear-naidheachd, ’s e ioghnadh 
a bha ann gun do dh’fhuiling na Caitligich cho fada an leth-spreidh a bhathas a’deanamh orra. Chan eil teagamh 
nach b’e aon aobhar airson seo gu robh iad a’faireachadh 
gu robh iad na b’fhearr dheth a thaobh beo-shlainte fo Riaghaltas an Taoibh-a-tuath a dh’ aindeoin gach eu- 
ceartas a bha iad a’fulang. Nan robh an Riaghaltas air a’chomharradh as lugha a nochdadh gu robh iad am beachd 
stad a chur air an ana-ceartas seo bha a’chuid as motha 
dhe na Caitligich air leantainn ri Riaghaltas Stormont, 
ach a nis fhuair balaich an I.R.A. an cothrom a bha dhith 
cnra. Thuirt fear-s?riobhaidh anns an ‘Scotsman’ Di- 
sathurna seo chaidh gu faod sin a nis saoil a bhith againn 
ri rabhaidhean eagalach mu’n chunnart a tha ceangailte ri fein-riaghladh airson Alba agus a’Chuimrigh ach tha e ag 
radh gur ann a bhitheadh barrachd cunnairt ann nam 
bitheadh an Taobh-a-tuath ceangailte nas dluithe ri Breat- 
ainn oil bhitheadh barrachd aobhar gearain aig na nais- eantaich an uair sin. Cuideachd ’s e duthchannan a bha 
ann an Alba agus anns a’Chuimrigh o shean, chan e aireamh shiorrachdan air an sgaradh bho sheann rioghachd 
eile. 

A Whirlwind To Reap ? 
The events which have taken place in this country 

during the past few months, perhaps more than others, 
have underlined the fact that our society is being subjected 
to serious pressures which can only lead to the expression 
of organised individuals through the only medium available 
to him: violence or some such other action which is 
necessary to force the attention of our elected representa- 
tives in the House on our problems. 

The present situation in Ulster is not completely 
divorced from much of what is happening in other parts of the British Isles. The Ulster events are only the active tip of 
a huge iceberg of public and private unrest. One wonders 
daily wnere the next outcrop of violence is to erupt. Our 
elected representatives in Westminster must realise that with the erosion of the freedom of the individual in a sane, 
well-controlled and democratic society, there is a corres- 
ponding erosion of the standards of social and moral responsibility which most people possess, whether they 
practice them or not. 

The double-dealing which has occurred within the context of development at Invergordon shows how serious 
the position of the individual is. The refusal of the Secre- tary of State for Scotland to consider the valid claims of 
the people of Shetland indicates something wrong with the 
thinking of those who have complete control over our 
environment and that of our growing children the situation 
in South Uist also shows this, where, without reference 
to te citizens of that area, an anonymous and insentient administration can destroy a commnuity and its values. 

That there is something seriously wrong with our society is seen in the recent formation of a Scottish branch 
of the body which is concerned with the erosion of civil 
rights and liberties. In theory, in a democratic society, 
there should be no need for watchdogs, Those whom we 
elect and who are directly responsible to us for the legis- 
lation issuing from Westminster should be sufficiently 
informed and capable of seeing that their constituents are not harmed by the new laws that are being created daily. 
There should be no need for the Ombudsman. There should 
be no need for Mrs Mary Whitehouse. But we have these and more too. It is up to us as 
individuals to lend them our support, to the fullest extent 
that our consciences and concerns will allow. It is a fight not against flesh and blood but the principalities of the 
spirit we must face. If this is not done today the individual 
in society will not be able to prevent this consequent un- controlled Gadarenic slide to complete and utter oblivion. 

Latha Mor 
Bha sinn air na rathad 

gu tuath an turus seo seach- 
dain Dimairt seo chaidh. Air an rathad chuimhnich cuid- 
eigin gum b’e an dara latha 
deug a bh’ ann, an latha ris an abradh iad aon uair “An 
Dusanaimh Glbirmhor,” ma 
cheadaicheas na sgoilearan na faclan mi-chiataqh sin. 
Gu dearbh bha an rathad gu 
math trang, na bu trainge na 
chunnaic sinn e ri am Feill 
Ghlaschu, ach bha fhios againn nach robh moran 
dhe na turusaich, ma bha duin idir, a’ tighinn air sail- 
leamh na seilge. 

Bha iad coltach ruinn fhin. 

Na Seilge 

le raointean farsainn fhagail 
gun toradh nas luachmhoire 
na tha a’ tighinn asda an 
drasta. 

Saoilidh mi gu bheil an t- 
sealg a’ dol a fasan airson aob- 
hasan eile. Chaneil miann 
sgrios cho laidir am measg a’ 
chinne-daoine sa bha e. Tha 
mi ag radh sin a dh’ aindeoin gach sgeul a gheibh sin air 
bruidealachd riof-raf nam bailtean, air sabaid ann an 
Vietnam, ann an Nigeria, agus 
ann am Beal-feairste, air sua- 
rachas cuid an iomadh aite 
mu fhulangas an co-chreu- 
tairean. Nuair a chluinnear 

aqhadh cuimhne air na lath- 
aichean a bh’ ann, thainig 
sinn thairis air a’ bharail neonach ud aige mu na flur- 
aichean. Cha chreid mi nach 
do chuir e ioghnadh air gun 
do chum mi cuimhne air a’ leithid. Qha deach e, mar bu 
chubhaidh, as aicheadh, ni 
mo a thuirt e gun d’ athar- 
raich e a bharail air a’ chilis. 

Tha sion suim anns an t- 
sealg a’ sealltainn gu bheil 
daoine a’ call an call ann a 
bhith a’ marbhadh airson 
spors. Cha chluinnear tuill- 
eadh mar bhosd aireamh nam paidhriqhean (is dual a 
bhith gam marbhadh ’nam 
paidhrichean) de chearcan- 
fraoich a thugadh gu lar. Tha 
moran eucert s mi-run nar 
measg fhathast, ach tha bar- 

Ged a bha sinn ann ceathrar 
anns a’ char, cha robh gunna 
ri fhaicinn, no sannd mar- 
bhaidh, tha mi ’n dochas, 
air siubhal duin againn. B’e 
Sasannaich a’ chuid mhor 
dhe ’n fheadhainn a dh’ fhag na rathaidean cho trang. A 
reir coltais bhitheadh iad 
riaraichte leis na chitheadh 
iad agus le cnr-seachad nach cosgadh uiread re sealg. 

Anns na paipearan-naid- 
heachd an ath latha bha e soillear, ge bith de seorsa 
gloir a bha aon uair co- 
cheangailte ri dara latha 
deug an luchair, gu bheil a 
leithid sin an tomhas mor 
air chall an diugh. Chaneil 
as deidh nan cearcan-fraoich 
a nise ach Aimearaganaich bheartach, agus, gu h-ion- 
gantach, corra Fhrangach, 
air monaidhean Ghallaibh. 
Tha feadhainn fhathast an 
Lunnuinn, agus s docha am 
bailtean eile, a tha deonach tri no ceithir a notaiqjhean 
a phaigheadh airson dinnear 
de chearc-fhraoich, ach tha 
an aireamh acasan a’ fas beag 
cuideachd. Tha a’ ghloir a’ sior fhalbh 
agus co a bhitheas ga caoidh? 
Cluinnear uaireannan daoine 
ag radh, agus Gaidheil ’nam 
measg, gura bochd mar a chaill uaislean an comas 
gnothaicjhean a chumail a’ dol 
anns an t-seann nos. A reir 
nan daoine sin bha na taig- 
hean mora a’ cur dreach air 
an duthaich. Bha iad a’ toirt 
cosnaidh do’n t-sluagh anns 
a’ choimheafsnachadh. Car- 
son a bheireadh riaghaltas no 
cumhachd eile bhuapa an t- 
airgead a bha iad a’ dioladh 
am mach cho fialaidh ? 

Tha tomhas de fhirinn anns 
an argamaid. Chaill cuid an teachd-an-tir agus Seol beatha 
a bha a’ cordadh riutha. Ach 
de a’bhuaidh a bha aig an obair seo air an duthaich gu 
h-iomian? Thigeadh cearcan 
fraoich agus feidh bed air monaidhean fiadaich, ach saoil 
nach gabhadh na monaidhean 
cur gu barrachd feum na seo? 
Feum a bheireadh beo- 
shlaint sheasmhach do thuil- 
leadh is aon gheamair fad na 
bliadhna agus fichead gille an 
am na seilge. 

Chaneil mi cinnteach de an 
t-aite a tha Bord is Coimt- 
sean a’ toirt do shealg is ias- 
gach 'nan oidhirpean leasach- 
aidh, ach aon rud, chan ur- 
rainn daibh a bhfth riaraichte 

mu dhroch dhiol, tha sgreat na mor-chuid ’na dhearbhadh 
gu bheil an saoghal a’ fas 
nas iochdmhoire. 

S docha gun abradh na 
sacol oidsearan gu bheil na sealgairean a’ faighinn cuidh- 
teas a’ mhiann chunnartaich 
seo le a bhith a’ losgadh air 
coin an adhair. Mur a dean- 
adh iad sin bhitheadh iad na 
bu bhuailtiche air na gunn- aichean a thionndadh air 
each a’ cheile. Tha aireamh 
eile ann a theireadh gu bheil 
e a’ cheart cho ole a bhith 
a’ marbhaidh nan ainmhid- 
hean; cha ghabhadh iad seo 
idir mar lethsgeul gun cu- 
madh e daoine bho bhith a’ 
marbhadh a’ cheile. 

Gu dearbh chuala mi fear a bha comhla rium anns an 
ard-sgoil a’ cumail am mach 
nach robh e ceart a bhith a’ 
marbhadh fhluraichean le 
bhfith gam buain. Thuirt 
mise aig an am nach robh 
dearbhadh againn gu robh 
fluraichean a’ fulang cradh 
sa bith, ach chan aontaicheadh 
mo charaid leis a sin. A 
nise (bha am dear seo an 
lanachd na h-uine ’na Mhod- aratar (chan e am fear a th’ 
againn an drasta) agus theag- 
amh gum b’fhiach a bharail- 
ean eisdeachd riutha le ro- 
aire. Co-dhiu nuair a thachair mi nis a rithist an ionadan 
na h-Eaglais, is sinn ag ur- 

ailean dhaoine mu choirich- 
ean dhaoin eile, mu choirich- 
ean nan ainmhidhean, seadh 
agus mu choirichean nam 
luraichean, a’ sior atharrach- 
adh agus a’ sior thighinn air 
adhart. 

The views expressed in this news- paper are not necessarily those 
of the publishers : An Comunn 
Caidhealach. 

WOW 
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A look at Alba—Breizh— 
Eire—Kernow—Mannin. 

By P. Berresford Ellis 
Two main events are on the 

Celtic Calendar for September 
that are worthy of suppon from 
the Celts of all countries. The 
first is the annual meeting of the 
League of Celtic Nations in 
Baile Atha Cliath, Eire, where 
representatives of all six Celtic 
nations will be meeting to thrash 
out cultural and political prob- 
lems affecting those nations 
today. This will be on Septem- 
ber 13 and 14. 

The second event is another 
congress in Cardiff when writers 
from the Celtic countries (such 
as Hugh MacDiarmid, Austin 
Clarke, Mairtin O Cadhaim, 
Derek Thomson, Maodez Glan- 
ndour. Per Denez, Jean Piette, Pennar Davie and Caerwyn Wil- 
liams) will be meeting to dis- 
cuss current trends in Celtic, 
Anglo-Celtic and Franco-Celtic 
literature, the position of the 
minority language writer, the 
politics of literature and bilingu- 
alism and the writer. Details of 
this may be obtained from Sail! 
Roberts Jones, Yr. Academi 
Gymreig, 3 Crown Street, Port 
Talbot, Glamorgan, Cymru. 

The details of the League of 
Celtic Nations can be obtained 
from Mrs M. Denovan, Errol- 
bank, 9 Dagleish Road, Dundee, 
Alba. 

Theid Comunn na Canain 
Albannaich a steidheachadh gu 
h-aithghearr agus theid gairm- 
fhollaiseach a chomuinn a cuir 
a mach aig an aon am. 

Again, it is sad to report, the 
fine of religious bigotry, care- 
fully fostered by imperialism, to 
maintain the ascendancy in Nor- 
thern Ireland, has been enflamed 
again. What can be done to 
correct this imperialist cancer? 
Eagraiadh Constablacht Rioga 
Ulladh mar uirlis an phairti ata 
i gceannas le linn beagnach 50 
bliana. Mar sin nil muinin at 
bith ag an mionlucht as an gConstablacht; ni feidir le na 
poilini bheith cothrom gan cur 
isteach ar chuid de’n morlucht, 
ach an oiread. Cuireann aitain- mneacha idir Doire agus Beal- 
feirste i n-iul gur mithid an 
CRU a atheagru mar fior 
Gharda Sionchana. * * * 

The National Eisteddfod in 
Flint recently, was used by the 
Labour Government to attack 
both the members of Plaid Cymru and of Cymdeithas yr 
laith Gymraeg (Welsh Lang- 
uage Society). The Eisteddfod 
chiefs promptly condemned the Government for using a non- 
political national gathering for 
an attack on polittcal grounds. 
Quite rightly, the Government 
attack (coupled also with a pat- 
ronising jibe at the Welsh lan- 
guage by the non Welsh speak- ing M.P. for Flint, Mrs White) 
was regarded as “extremely dis- 
tasteful.” 

A Welsh National Council for Civil Rights is to be set up. 

CelUca 
The prime organiser is J. E. 
Jones, former general secretary 
of Plaid Cymru, now the party’s 
advisory director and secretary 
of the Welsh branch of the 
League of Celtic Nations. Mr 
Jones says that recent events in 
Wales have led to a great num- 
ber of complaints concerning 
police brutality (in fact, an 
example of this was given not 
cnly at the recent investiture 
but at the Flint Eisteddfod) 
against peaceful demonstrators. 

Mr Jones intends to call a n-eeting of prominent people in 
Welsh life, and members of the 
legal profession to consider the 
setting up of the movement. 
“ This has been in my mind 
since the Barri Eisteddfod when 
there was an unreasonably large 
number of policemen on duty, 
and also because of occurences in Wales after that time.” 

With the present climate de- 
veloping in Wales, where the 
authorities are employing all the 
means they can( both within and 
without the law) to stamp out 
the movement for Welsh free- 
dom, a Welsh council for civil 
liberties is badly needed. 

The Isle of Mann Weekly 
Times’ column “ Nationalist 
Notes (August 8) is concerned 
ar the people taking advantage 
of the island’s tax system on 
land deals. “If the present 
trends continue,” says the col- 
umn, “the Manx people are 
going to be swamped in a very 
few years. It’s a great pity that, 
apart from a few isolated pro- 
tests, they don’t seem to have 
the initiative to get together and 
do something about it by bring- 
ing pressure to bear where it 
will do some good. And where 
is that? Tynwald? What a 
hope! With one or two excep- 
tions our legislature is quite con- 
tent with things as thev are^and 
there are some very sinister rumours about members who 
are personally involved in the 
land racket. Besides they’ve all 
gone off on their holidays and 
will be cnly slightly missed; but 
we can be sure that in the mean- 
time every day will see another 
slice of our land gone down the 
drain. 

“ What we need is a stria 
embargo on further transfer of 
land for development in the in- 
terests of immigrant tax evaders 
save in exceptional circum- 
stances. Nothing less will save 
the island from degenerating 
into a mere field for alien ex- 
ploitation and settlement—the 
last thing we want.” 

Under an editorial headed 
“How Redcoats Spend On Own 
Pleasures—While West Groans 
Paying for Them,” the editor 
of The Cornish Times. August 
8, wrote: 

“'n an unobtrusive way this newspaper frequently calls at- 
tention to the expenditure over- 
seas of the London government in relation to the rotten bad 
roads into Cornwall and in rela- 
tion to falling U.K. industrial 
output.” The paper points out 
thae the Ministry of Overseas 

- today 
Development organises teaching 
training courses in 24 overseas 
states using a total of 3,180 
staff, the aim being to spread 
English to the “unenlightened! ” 
The Cornish Times points out 
what such a sum spent on the 
terrible road situation in Corn- 
wall could do. 

No word from Brittany so far 

tigh dubh de sheorsa anns an 
latha ud. B’e mol a bha anns na 
tighean dubha ’nuair ud — 
boesa air mullach an tighe no 
cliathaichean bucas fiodha ceith- 
ear oiseanach a bha cumail toll 
fosgailte anns an tughadh— 
bhiodh ceithir bhiorain air an 
taimeachadh a mach as gach oir 
dhe’n bhoesa agus e fas eatorra 
agus an sin bord air a tharn- 
achadh. Bord fiodha air mullach 
nam biorannan ’sa cheo a tighinn 
a mach o’n a bhord eadar na 
biorannan—thug mise am bord 
a bha sin as aite bharr na bior- 
annan ’s chuir mi am peile 
‘enamel’ bial farsuinn a pheile 

about the remaining Breton 
political prisoners (alleged mem- 
bers of the Front for the Libera- 
tion of Brittany) lodged in 
Prison de la Sante, Paris. The 
last communication from them 
was that they were on hunger 
strike against their conditions 
and French imperialism in 
Brittany. 

LOCH MORAR MONSTER 
A search is going on for 

the oar used by William 
Simpson, Mallaig, to fend off an attack early this week by 
the Loch Morar Monster. 

Years ago, two crofters 
vanished while fishing on the loch. Their bodies were never 
recovered. According to 
legend, if “the monster” is 
seen by members of a certain family it is a warning of 
death. A fairly safe predic- 
tion, one would have thought. 

Caledonian Hotel 

★ 

DANCING 
MONDAYS WEDNESDAYS FRIDAYS 

To Top Class Bands 
★ 

To complete your evening take advantage of our 
Special Terms when attending a Function or Dinner Dance 

Room and Breakfast — 30/- plus 10% 

Phone Inverness 35181 

ADHARTAS 
M “Adhartas” no’s docha gum 

biodh “bho’n dubh chun a 
gheal” freagarrach mar cheann 
air an sgeoil so a chuala sinn 
bho sheann duine nach eil an 
diugh maireann. 

Bha a chuimhne a’dol air ais 
gu laithean o chian ; na h-athar- 
raichean bha tighinn air aiteach- 
an comhnuidh dhaoine—na bhriathran fhein: — 

Tha cuimhn’ agam greiseag 
an deidh dhomh posadh ’s mi 
fuireach ann an tigh dubh mi 
dhol an latha seo chun a 
chladaich agus thug mi ’n aire 
anns an tiura ri uachdar a 
chladaich do pheile ‘enamel.’ 
Cia mar a thainig e sud cha 
robh fhios agamsa. Cha robh mi 
smaoineachadh gur e seoladh a 
rinn e ann co dhiu oir bha mas 
air falbh as. Do bhrigh e bhi 
anns an tiura thuig mi nach 
robh e gu feum do neach a 
thilg an sud e a thaobh nacli 
robh mas ann. Co dhiu thug 
mise learn dhachaidh e agus 
chuir mi e na chrogan similar 
air druim an tighe. Bha teine am 
meadhon an lair anns an tigh 
dhubh mar a bha anns a h-uile 

a bhroinn a bhoesa, fhreagair e 
math anns a bhoesa—gu dain- 
gean ann. Bha an areas cuid de’n 
a pheile air nochdadh os cionn 
an tughaidh an deidh dhomh am 
peile a chuir an sas gu greimeil 
mar sud thainig mi ’nuas bharr 
mullach an tighe. Thug mi suil 
an aird an sin air a pheile. ’Se 
a bha a coimhead briagha air 
druim an tighe ’se cho geal far 
an robh maidean no’m bord is 
biorain dubh le suith; a nis am 
peile ‘enamel’ nan aite ’se cho 
geal ri canach an t-sleibhe. 

Mar an robh mise smaoin- 
eachadh rud dhe’n pheile — 
chaidh mi stigh dhan tigh an 
deidh dhomh am peile a chuir 
an druim an tighe. Cha bhithinn fada a stigh ’nuair a 
bhithinn a mach a rithist a dh’- 
amharc air a pheile gheal a bha 
cho breagha an druim an tighe. 
Bha mi mach ’sa steach choim- 
head an aird air a pheile ‘ena- 
mel’ bha mullach an tighe ’e mi 
smaoineachadh gun robh coir 
aig a h-uile duine a bha ’san 
aite tighinn ga choimhead— 
“ach” ars esan “dh’fhalbh sin.” 

Two More 

Top Posts 

At BA 

Invergordon 
Two key appointments in the 

team which is to run the British 
Aluminium smelter at Inver- 
gordon are announced by the 
company. They are Mr Peter 
Payne, who will be production 
manager and Mr Ian Smitn, 
personnel manager. 

Mr Payne, who has been with 
British Aluminium for 11 years, 
was working in the Highlands until last year at the BA smel- 
ter at Kinlochleven. He was first 
in the research department 
there and later was appointed 
production superintendent. Mr 
Payne has been a member of the 
Invergordon project team since 
it was set up in 1968 and he has 
been closely concerned with the 
planning of the new plant. 

Married, with two children— 
they are a boy aged 10 and a 
girl, 9—Mr Payne at present is 
based in London, while his 
family remains in the Highlands. 

“I am looking forward to 
returning to Scotland,” he said. 
“For one thing, it will be good 
for my golf.” 

Mr Smith, a former district 
officer working in the Civil 
Service administrafiori in Zam- 
bia and later in personnel man- 
agement with Roan Seleaion 
Trust which does copper mining 
and treatment in Zambia, came 
back to Britain to take over the 
job of personnel management 
for BA at Invergordon. 

As well as being a golfer he 
is interested in athletics. He 
hopes that he will be able to 
compete in the shot-put and dis- 
cus at future Invergordon High- 
land Games. 

Mr Smith’s wife Winifred 
was born in Glasgow and is the 
daughter of the late Mr Pat- rick Heron of the civil engineer- 
ing firm of P. L. J. Heron Ltd., 
of Fort William. Her mother, 
Mrs K. J. Heron, lives at Rosa- 
penna, Onich, Inverness-shire. 
Mr and Mrs Smith’s 15-months- 
old daughter Sarah was bom at 
Inverness while her mother was on a visit home to Scotland 
from Zambia. 

an cruinne 
Ma tha Gaidhlig agad 
Nochd e, ’s cleachd do 
chanan. 

are 
YOU 

fluent in Gaelic ? 
learning Gaelic ? 

interested in Gaelic ? 

JOIN 
AN CRUINNE 
Badges and Membership 
Forms from An Cruinne, 
Abertarff House, Inverness. 
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The Implications of South Uist 
Islands form both a particular and peculiar element in the topo- graphical and geograpnical char- acter of Scotland. Though an accurate total has never been arrived at, estimates give some 700 islands, of which a little over 600 are uninhabited. Most of these islands are found in Scot- land’s three archipelago groups: Orkney, Shetland and the Hebri- des. All three have had and still receive, more than raw deals from remote administration. Today, Scotland’s islands, both large and small, are faced with many problems: serious de- population; age imbalance; the highest rates of unemployment in Britain; and an unfair remoteness aspect imposed on them only because the growth of central government has resulted in an inordinate concentration of the nation’s resources on the develop- ment of areas with dense urban populations to the neglect of those areas which still support communities which are essentially rural in character 
The problems of the islands of Scotland are a particularly Scot- tish problem within the British Isles, especially in the main- tenance of existing populations on the presently-inhabited islands at a level compatible with the degree of social responsibility accepted in theory by the rest of the country. 
In the 18th century, some eight per cent, of Scots lived on islands. Today the figure is less than 2 per cent. 
Even so, the population living on islands in the Highlands and Islands region of See And is some thirty per cent, of the total Highlands population. Thus, island-living is significant to many people today and is not so much the anachronism it is often made out to be by econo- mists who think in terms of the minimum cost per head of population. To underling this, one need only look to the populated satellite islands of Scandinavia, to those scattered throughout the North Atlantic, and to the Baltic Sea to appreciate how much islands can be made a significant part of a national whole and developed as such. 

WRONG THINKING 
There is, particularly in the economic-oriented governments of our industrialised and urbanised society, the attitude that island populations do not contribute anything real, to the nation s economic and social wellbeing. In fact, it is generally con- sidered that people who take it on themselves to live on islands, remote from “civilisation 'of the London type?), have ic make their own ways of living as best they can and not look to other taxpayers’ money to subsidise their escapism. As an example of this kind of thinking, it was unnecessary ( for political agitation to insert “and Islands” into the title of the present Highlands and Islands Development Board, after it had been fathered by the Act of Parliament that created it. The agitation was derived from the feeling of those in the Western Isles that they were part of the Highlands region of Scotland and thus ought not to be left our < of any development and regeneration plans promoted by the Board. There was never any rational explanation why central govern- ment preferred to make the Board’s task of development easier in the Highlands by leaving out the Western Isles, even though the population numbered many thousands and had the potential to contribute signifi- cantly to the national purse. 

ST KILDA One of the most glaring examples of the attitude of cen- tral mainland administration to islands involves St Kilda. Roland Svensson, author of “Lonely Isles,” has this to say: ‘The assistance given to out- lying islands and isolated communities should be far bigger and more far-sighted. Take 

Britain for example. The popula- tion rises yearly. The need for arable land, canning factories, freezing plants and fishing vessels will be of paramount importance People ask: “Who will pay?” “Well I will give you a drastic example. Look at St Kilda, living about fifty miles west of the Outer Hebrides, the people were evacuated in 1930, partly because they were unable to maintain communications with the main- land “About eight years ago (in 1957) I saw Forces move inn. that island. They brought buuaozers tractors, big lorries, diesel gene- rators, helicopters and so on, and regular communications were established with the mainland. And if a soldier cut his finger he was brought to hospital on the mainland. But if an island woman of Foula in Shetland, or Fair Isle, or Canna in the Inner Hebrides is to give birth to a child, there will be no helicopter to bring her U a mainland hospital. “Who paid for all these wonderful modern implements, tractors and lorries? The British paid for them. And we ought to be able to invest the far smaller sum necessary to assist island copulations, building what would be of lasting importance.” 
ENVIRONMENT 

Islands offer a special kind of environment and appeal to neople who find satisfaction in fulfilling a basic desire to work for a rich rewarding life. The population of Out Skerries, east of Shetland, proves that, far from being society drop-outs, there are many who prefer the opportunities for per- sonal fulfillment which only- islands can give. The failure of Scotland’s island population to maintain their numbers (163,000 in 1861; 90,000 in 1961) and to develop the resources of their islands and the seas around them can be laregly attributed to remote administra- tive control. In other parts of the world, similar island groups, as in the Faroes, have been offeren and granted independance, or at least such a strong measure of de- volution that the islanders could work out their own salvation with only themselves to account for any subsequent failure. Devolution or a measure of self-determination ts necessary for any island-group to establish its identity, from whence the island- ers take their primary allegience. Failure to identify oneself as part of a social entity, a viable com- munity or as part of a definite pattern, leads to an inferioriry complex which, sooner or later, results in an effort to disassociate physically by emigration with the image imposed, in the very end, by central government. Of all islands, perhaps St Kilda tells the message for those island communities who, acting in re- sponse to a deep inborn instinct, are opposed to the desertion of their island homes. In many ways, island-living imposes on remote centres of administration a defi- nite strain on those who on the one hand must satisfy the dictates of an economically- oriented society through its elected government and, on the other hand, the wishes of a com- munity which elects to remain in old, well-tried and well-estab- lished environments. While the economist may have the last say, particularly in Britain, in other countries, the recision of the political economist is tempered with a realisation that social and moral obligations are part and parcel of govern- ment and that the wishes of re- mote island communities must be respected. Often the administrator in an office hundreds of miles away from an island community re- gards the island as being remote. Seldom, if ever, does the admini- strator realise that, to those on the island, he is in fact equally remote. The aspect of remoteness, often given as the main factor in island depopulation, is an artifi- 
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cial one. Methods of transport are available today which bring remote areas in Canada very close to the larger centres of population. That the helicopter is ignored while emphases are placed on the use of ships in dangerous waters to give islands communications links is evidence that the politi- cal administrator has hardly considered the potential viability of islands and their populations. His counterpart in European and Scandinavian countries has played a much more significant role in the maintenance and en- hancement of island communities. The smallness of an island is often said to be the ultimate reason for depopulation. Yet there are large islands in the Hebridean, Shetland and Orkney groups which are suffering from depopu- lation at an alarming rate which, if continued, will mean their complete desertion by the end of this century. It is in the end the nation which stands to lose from this process which obliterates the deep-down burning desire of islanders to keep and care for their islands for coming genera- tions. The practice of governments to establish miniature Adens is in- creasing. And it is the unfortunate “remote” community which is being inflicted with this kind of largesse. Ian Grimble, in “The Future of the Highlands”, says. “It is in Orkney that one may assess the benefits brought to small islands when miniature Adens are planted among them. There is the sudden flow of cash, the scope for local labour especially unskilled labour. The young people enjoy the stimulus of an alien social element in their midst, A golden haze of prosperity hangs over the neigh- bourhood until remote policy decisions, having no connection with island life, dictate that the bonanza is over. “The islands are then left with a disrupted economy, some shabby and dilapidated buildings, and a social atmosphere nostalgic and disturbed. This was what happened in Scapa Flow. But in the north- ernmost Shetland island of Unst they are only now living in a period of prosperity, and the young Gaelic-speaking people of Uist in the Outer Hebrides are tasting the honey of the English way of life, brought to their very hearths by the military authorities. “This injection of prosperity into Uist and Unst must be com- pared to the prosperity that the dog-fish industry has brought to Vagsoy in Norway. Perhaps the dog-fish will fail, as the military requirements of Britain in Unst and Uist will surely end one day, just as hey did in Scapa Flow. “But Vagsoy will turn then to some other activity related to her pattern of life and surrounding resources. Where will Unst find new RAF personnel to st've, or Uist some new rocket ventureV’ 
UIST EXTENSION 

When the South Uist rocket range was proposed away back in 1955, there was a great outcry about the possible deterioration of culture and the “way of life” of the community. Little if anything was said of the social deteriora- tion which would result from the base of the Uist economic struc- ture being injected with a welcome short-term but doubtful long-term cash inflow. In the event, the range has perhaps allowed the population to maintain itself, but it has also introduced many problems into a community which has yet to re- solve its own future for itself. But decisions are difficult when the imposed alien influence is so dominating and ruthlessly deman- ding. Now the problem has assumed extra-large dimensions with the £6m. extension to the range and its activities. The whole question was brought up at a meeting 

held in Paible School, North Uist, a fortnight ago. At the meeting the officials present were at great pains to point out that he had no authority to make any concessions to those who stand to suffer most and lose mors, from the range activities: the lobster- fishermen The central point at issue was the question of times of firing and it was announced that when firing was in progress fishing would have to stop at 1100 hours and resume again when firing ceased at 1700 hours. In essence, the meeting showed that the Uist community is being railroaded into accepting the range extension, and to hell with any effect which the base mght have on the island’s economy. It seems to be less than incidental to the military authorities that the lob- ster fishing industry is experienc- ing a rapid and solid expansion. Basically, the military are taking over not just good land, but fruitful seas: the best lobster grounds in the area. Over these waters firing is to take place five days a week for 40 weeks each year. This means that the lobster fishing activities will be reduced to a few hours per week. The following are the Ministry of Defence plans for the area: 1. During the summer months, the start of firing could be de- layed until 1100 hours and would normally be finished by 1700 hours. There were technical reasons which precluded a later start to the majority of the activities at the range. 2. Requests by fishermen to go into the danger area to lift creels in the event of the weather de- teriorating would be sympatheti- cally dealt with at the time. 3. When certain firings were taking place it would be possible to allow fishing to continue in other parts of the range. To allow the greatest flexibility in this re- spect it would be necesary for the fishermen to co-operate by carry- ing radar reflectors supplied by the range. These assurances (if they can be called such) are in addition to what was said at a meeting last April: 1. The Monach Isles were not included in the danger area; 2. The previously-agreed south- ern extension to the sea danger area would be reduced to avoid interference around the island of Barra (implying that the Barra fishermen were in danger of being deprived of a means of livelihood too); 3. The danger area would be divided into two parts to give greater flexibility in activating danger areas; 4. A liason officer and liason craft fitted with radio and radar would be provided; 5. A radio telephone would be installed in the Monach Isles for the use of the fishermen; 6. Right of traffic tnrough the range would be allowed to enable the fishermen to go from north to south. 
SERIOUS SITUATION Mr Duncan Erskine, manager of the expanding lobster factory on North Uist, told the meeting in Paible: “If this is the final word the situation is very serious indeed. The timings stipulated will make it completely impracticable for fishing. We are asking for a free period up to 1300 hours, six days a week for only four months in the year." The Rev. James Morrison, Chairman of the North Uist District Council, who has pre- viously stated that he will be in the first boat in the danger area when the rockets are fired, told the meeting: “I have the highest concern that if this rocket range develops as it is envisaged it will mean the liquidation of fishing and fishermen, and finally the liquida- tion of crofters as well. This is the pulse of life here.” 
DICTATORSHIP It is obvious to the most casual observer of the present Uist scene that the military authorities have have no intention of thinking in 

terms of any concessions which will be of value to the local fishing industry. What the fisher- men want is a fair deal. But they are unlikely to get this.- For our society today is controlled by the faceless administrator who cannot be questioned. This was evident at the Paible meeting when one Mr Hughes gave a past-master display of political evasiveness that would have done credit to a professional politician. One Mr Guald was also there, who is con- nected with the Scottish Develop- ment Department. Again, there was the bland indifference of the faceless civil servent of masters who fear to come out into the open to face these Uist fishermen. An Cqmunn Gaidhealach, who has a specific interest in the area, not only culturally but economi- cally was excluded from the Paible meeting. The Press were to be excluded initially, but when a fuss was made the Press were allowed to attend. This relaxatioa was not extended to An Comunn. But the ever-silent HIDE were allowed attendance until an ob- jection was made at the meeting. The body which should have made its voice very clear and loud about the rocket range and its short and long-term impli- cations (the HIDE) was allowed to attend. But the reason for favouritism was obscure. Certainly the Board have been nothing if not quite silent. The reason for the silence is most obvious: The public cannot be allowed the spectacle of one Government De- partment (the HIDE) argueing with another Department (Scottish Development Department). 
DAMNING SILENCE 

It is this silence which will undoubted damn the HIDE in its future relations with the Western Isles. For its sincerity in its in- tentions towards the Western Isles (already in some doubt) is now called into question. The body which should have been the voice of the Uist fishermen was silent— even to protect its own interests: the money it has spent in txiilding up the lobster fishing industry to the level where only a small further effort would establish it as a strong, firm and durable base on which to build the economy of Uist in the event of a pull-out of the military presence in the islands. The HIDE must answer the question: Why has it been silent? It is all very well to condnuatly deplore the range and na possible effects. But this is not enough. In its silence the HIDE is seen in its worst light: that of a politically-oriented body at the beck and call of its political masters, unable to uo anything for itself, however sincere it feels about matters and however per- sonally honest are its members and staff. The matter of Uist is not yet finished. To quote the “Daliburgh News”: “One good thing which came from the meeting was that the authorities now know that there are fishermen in South Uist who are able and willing to stand up for their way of life.” 
QUESTIONS 

There are many questions about the range, and its extension, which must be asked. Some of the following were put to the officials at the Paible meeting, but the audience .which included virtually 100 per cent, attendance of the South Uist fishermen) hardly expected forthright answers: 
1. Why was the Press to be ex- cluded initially from the Paible meeting? 2. Why was the Paible meeting held on a Friday instead of a weekday? Was it because there is a virtual shut-down of Scottish radio and TV news facilities to lessen the impact the Ministry’s decision to be inflexible? 3. In the event of the failure of this country to recover from its state of economic deterioration, would the rocket range be one 

(Continued on Page Nine) 
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£300,000 Freezing Factory For 

Highlands 
The Leith-based firm of 

Christian Salvesen and Com- pany Limited are to extend their large United Kingdom 
cold storage freezing facili- 
ties to the Scottish High- lands. 

With the co-operation of the Board of Trade and 
Inverness County Council, the company are to establish 
an 850,000 cubic feet cold 
store and freezing factory at the D a 1 c r o s s Industrial 
Estate, adjacent to Inverness 
Airport. Costing over 
£300,000, the plant is now under construction and 
should be completed by the 
end of the year. By the end of next year 
Salvesen expect that the pro- 

SCOTTISH RATING 
FIGURES, 1968-69 

The average rate levied on 
non-domestic ratepayers in Scotian in 1968-69 was 22s. 7d compared with 21s. in 
1967-68 The average house- holder, however, with the Is. 8d. reduction financed 
from the domestic element of 
rate support grant paid 20s. lid. compared with 20s. 2d. 
in 1967-68. 

These figures are given in “Rates and Rateable Values in Scotland, 1968-69”, a Scot- tish Development Depart- 
ment booklet published on 
August 4 by H.M.S.O. (price 6s.). 

Total estimated receipts from rates increased by 
£15.3m. to £164.5m. but as £5.9m. was paid by the 
Government as the domestic element of rate support grant, the real rise was 8.4 per cent. 

While most authorities in- 
creased their rates, 32 made a reduction and 23 made no 
change. The figure for do- 
mestic ratepayers feh in 88 
areas. 

Total Exchequer grants 
towards local authority ex- 
penditure for the year in- creased by about £15m. to 
£207.6m. in 1968-69 compared with £192.7m. in 1967-68. 
These grants represent 56.9 per cent, of the estimated 
total rate and grant-borne 
expenditure. The return shows the rate and the estimated ra ? re- 
ceipts of each tow:; d county council in Scotland as well as the rateable values 
of the main classes of pro- 
perty in each area. 

ject will provide 21 full-lime 
jobs and seasonal employ- 
ment for 40. Later, employ- ment is expected to increase and it is hoped that work will be available for 26 
full-time and 60 part-time 
employees. Company director Mr R. Bruce Weatherstone indi- 
cated that if the pattern of the firm’s ventures in the 
south — particularly at 
Dundee — was repeated, the capacity of the Dalcross plant 
would double to 12,000 tons 
within 18 months of opening. “The presence of cold 
storage and freezing facilities tends to generate trade and we would expect our cus- 
tomers to increase signifi- cantly within a relatively 
short period,” said Mr Weatherstone. “Our confi- dence in the future of the 
Dalcross project is indicated by the fact that we have 
taken a site which will en- able us, if necessary, tp 
treble the size of the initial project.” 

The new plant is principally 
designed to serve the fishing industry of the Western 
Highlands and the Moray Firth by providing modern 
quick-freezing facilities and storage space with tempera- 
tures of lower than minus 20 degrees Fahrenheit. How- 
ever, a fair proportion of 
business should come from the fast expanding soft-fruit 
industry in the area and the plant should encourage the 
growing of vegetables; these 
activities are favoured by the area’s excellent climate. It is 
estimated that the total annual throughput of food 
products will be around 9,000 tons. 

The project will bring 
Salvesen’s total public cold starage space in the United 
Kingdom to more that 20 
million cubic feet. 

Failte Do Lybster 

THE PORTLAND ARMS 
extends a warm welcome 

Salmon Fishing, Trout Fishing 
Sea Angling 

Good Fare and a Fine Cellar 

LOCH NESS CRUISES 
in m.v. SCOT II 

Monday to Saturday 10.15 ajn. for 2^ hours; 2.15 p.m. 
for 3$ hours. from Muirtown Top Lock, Inverness 

REFRESHMENTS ON BOARD CAR PARK 
ADVANCE 
BOOKINGS 

CALEDONIAN CANAL OFFICE, CLACHNAHARRY 
Phone: Inverness 0463-33140 

DEPARTURE 

OF | 
EMIGRANTS 

A batch of emigrants from the Lewis left Stornoway on 
the 1st inst. under the Gov- 
ernment Emigration Scheme, 
for the Clyde where they 
embark for Canada. The 
interest taken by the authori- ties in the comfort of the 
emigrants was shewn by the ample arrangements made for 
their reception on board the 
Claymore. The 'tween decks 
of the steamer had been 
fitted up as sleeping quarters, 
the afted decks being re- 
served for the women and 
children and the fore for tne men. Messrs MacNiel of the 
Board of Supervision, Graham of the Emigration Depart- 
ment and Dunlope, passenger 
superintendent of the Allan 
Line were in attendance to 
facilitate the embarkation, which was carried on under 
the direction of Mr Harrold 
local agent for Macbrayne. 
The passengers were booked through to their destination 
and on arrival in the Clyde, 
the Claymore will go along- side the Allan Line and 
transfer the emigrants and their luggage direct thus 
saving them much inconven- 
ience and worry. The Clay- more was posted to sail at 
11a.m. and at an early hour a large number of persons 
assembled to witness the de- parture, but midday was long past before the steamer left 
the quay, and even then there 
were some late passengers who had to be embarked in 
boats, the Claymore stopping to allow of their being taken 
aboard. The scene on the wharf up to the time the 
steamer left was both exciting and touching. An immense 
crowd blocked the through- 
fares and the shouts of those 

board; the hurried scramble of the bewildered 
latecomers; the screaming of 
children alarmed by the blasts of the steam whistle, which was being constantly 
blown to hurry up the 
stragglers and the farewells of others made up a scene 
quite indescribable. The party 
consisted of some 220 souls, a considerable number of 
whom were young men. The 
married couples were chiefly young with small families. 
Among the married section were three young couples who had been united in 
wedlock only a few hours before they embarked. As the 
steamer left the wharf the 
“Godspeed” was loud and earnest. The entire contin- gent sailing per Scandinavian will number fifty families, of 
which 39 are from Lewis and 
11 from Harris and Uist. The 
average number of persons in each family is estimated at 5.3. 

(from “The Lewisman” 
— April 1889) 

Abolition of 

Feudalism 
Publication last week of   the Government’s White the annual money payment Paper, “Land Tenure — A due by him to tne ex- 

Plan for Reform” brings to superior, mind some of the practices Redemption will be corn- still in existence for exacting pulsory on the occasion of 
feu duty. the first sale of the land 

In Carnwath, Lanarkshire, after the appointed day. The for instance a foot race is terms of redemption will be 
held annually under an prescribed by law and will ancient feu charter whose *iave the effect of enabling 
obligations have continued ex vassals to redeem the to be met up to the present obligation on fair and reason- 
day. It was stated in the a^ terms. 
Cnarter granted in 1634 that tJn the abolition of the this race should be run each existing feudal system, feudal 
year for the prize of a pair conditions of continuing use- of red nose. And this year’s fulness would remain en- 
race will be run at noon on forceable—not by superiors— 
August 21. out by affected proprietors. 

It’s not the only odd This category of proprietor instance. ’ wiU have to defined by law. 
What were once common 

commodities are still to be found reserved as feuduties in all parts of Scotland today 
— although it’s true some have been redeemed in recent 
years. Those that still remain 
include capons (valued at 6s. 8d. in Scots money—6£d. 
in sterling); a red rose (4s. 
Scots—4d. sterling); a pair of 
gloves (£3 Scots—3s. ster- ling); a pair of gilt spurs (£8 
Scots—13s. 4d. sterling); or a pair of white spurs (£1 
Scots—Is. 8d. sterling). 

Less common but still not infrequent are — a stone of butter (£3 Scots—5s. ster- ling); stone of cheese 
(£1 6s. 8d. Scots — 2s. 2id. 
sterling); pound of wax 10s. Scost—lOd. sterling); load of 
peats (4s. Scots—4d. sterling); or one goose (10s. Scots — 
lOd. sterling). 

Other feus have been a rush hat in Kincardineshire 
(£1 10s. Scots—2s. d. ster- ling); a dog leasr in Rox- 
burghshire (£1 Scots—Is. 8d. sterling); a swarm of bees in 
Perthshire (5s. Scots — 5d. sterling); a pan of salt in Fife (£1 10s. Scots — 2s. 6d. 
sterling); and in Kinross a keg of salted eels (£2 5s. 
Scots—3s. 9d. sterling). Mind 
you I don’t say that the 
superiors today make a point of collecting these feus with 
any real persistence! But 
they’re still down in black- 
and-white. More that 80 per cent, of all land in Scotland is held 
under the feudal system. 
Land is granted in perpetuity in exchange for a recurring 
annual payment — feuduty 
— and subject to conditions which impose obligations and 
restrictions on the grantee in relation to its use. The grantor is known as the 
superior and the grantee as the vassal 

The Government’s plan is to abolish the feudal system of land tenure and replace it 
by a simpler and more 
modern system. The existing feudal system as such would be abolished on an appointed day, and liability for the pay- 
ment of feuduty would con- tinue until it was redeemed. At any time after the ap- 

inted day the owners will able to elect to redeem 

Industrialists 
Look To 
Caithness 

Caithness County Council by their recent purchase from the 
Ministry of Defence, of 35 
acres of lands and buildings at 
Wick airport, have taken a posi- 
tive step in planning for de- 
velopment of new industries in 
the Wick-Thurso growth areas 
of Caithness. 

The initial steps in the pro- 
vision of an attractive industrial 
estate at Wick by the conver- 
sion of buildings into factory 
units and the preparation of the 
lands for new factory sites, have 
speedily resulted “in serious en- 
quiries from many firms seek- ing industrial project expansion 
in an area where an attractive 
labour force has been given 
much publicity. Local firms, 
several from Scotland and from 
the London area, are interested 
in the potential for industry m 
Caithness. 

The continuous and active 
campaign by the Council and 
its development department 
with industrial promotion as a 
priority has set the pattern for 
a joint local authority/High- 
lands and Islands Development 
Board projection of the County 
in the very near future. 

Whilst the County has been 
the subject of continuous en- 
quiries from industry over a long period, it is now considered 
the known potential of this 
industrial estate has placed new 
values on the prospects for the 
development of new industry in 
Caithness. 

Edinburgh Local 
Mod 

Leith Town Hall, Ferry Road 
SAT. 27th SEPTEMBER 1969 

Juniors 10 a.m.; Seniors 1.30 p.m. 

Entries to Miss I. Macmillan, 29 Drumsheugh Gardens, 
Edinburgh, 

by 30th August 1969 
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GAELIC AND THE 

EDIICATORS-I6OO-I8OO 
In the less prosperous parishes, the post of schoolmaster often went to men whose vocation was to say the least open to question. Sometimes they might be crippled war veterans with disabilities which prevented other employ- ment or else to failures in other professions. In spite of this, the picture wqs far from being uni- versally gloomy and in parts of the Lowlands much good work was done in face of difficulties which would make a modern teacher despair. The parish schoolmaster in the Gaelic-speaking areas would nor- mally have to trudge or ride to the isolated crofts over many miles of road which would be little 

by M.R. LEWIS 
better than cattle-tracks in sum- mer and impassable quagmires in winter. These children who lived relatively near to the parish school would frequently play truant in order to work on the croft and the whole school sys- tem itself was unpopular. The parents knew well enough the reason why the schools had been established and showed a marked reluctance to abandon the ways and the tongue of their ancestors. Almost sixty years after the Re- volution Settlement, the Gaels were still prepared to rise against it under the standard of Prince Charles. Given this background, it is amazing that the “Act for Sett- ling Schools ” achieved what it did. But it took many years to make headway in the ever-re- bellious Highlands. In the first of the acts aimed at pacifying the Highlands, the "Act for the more effectual securing the peace of the Highlands of Scotland ” of 1716, we read: “ The want of schools in pro- per places, for the education of youth within the bounds afore- said is also a great cause of the ignorance and rudeness of the meaner sort of people in those parts ” and that a shceme had been pro- posed to George I " of proper places for schools and of necessary salaries for the maintenance of them.” Nothing seems to have come of these proposals for the same thoughts are echoed in subsequent acts seeking to crush all signs of disaffection and rebellion. In 1717 there were nine parishes in the Presbvtery of Tain but only six schools and by 1732 only some 109 new schools had been founded. As late as 1758 there were still 175 parishes without schools, mostly in the Highlands, about one-fifth of the total num- ber of parishes in Scotland. The Burgh schools lay outside of the parochial system but of these there were only two in the western Highlands, at Fort William and Kingussie, and three in the Is- lands, at Skye, Islay and Lewis. In a report made to the General Assembly of the Church of Scot- land by a Dr Walker in 1765, the writer stated that he had visited 52 Gaelic parishes in the western Highlands and Islands, and 23 had lacked a legal parochial school. He found that the prac- tice of preaching in English “ rather irritated than conciliated the people, and gave them a pre- judice against the language” f!) He noted that where schools did exist the English language had made “ a visible and considerable progress ” but in places such as Iona where there was no school, the people remained monoglot Gaelic-speakers. The inevitable recommendation was for more schools to spread the English lan- guage. Paradoxically, the period from the Revolution to the final ex- tinction of Jacobite hopes saw a great revival of the Gaelic lyric and the enrichment of the lan- guage by the influence of the 

Gaelic translation of the Bible (1690). Alasdair MacMhaighstir Alasdair, Duncan Ban Macintyre, Dugald Buchanan, and Rob Donn Mackay are some of the more outstanding names. Those who know Gaelic argue that the finest poetry produced in Scotland, even taking Bums into the reckoning, came from the Gaidhealtachd. De- tractors of the Gaelic achieve- ment point to the pagan super- stitions of the Gaels, to the Bel- tane fires and the votive offerings of milk at the holy wells, in order to justify the attacks upon the Gaelic way of life. But, when all is said and done, Beltane fires were still being lit by Hardy’s Wessemen a century later and there is no Wessex poetry to rival that of the Gaelic lyricists. Yet in all the schools in the Highlands and Islands, the use of Gaelic was strictly forbidden and no instruction was given in the cultural heritage of the children who were being taught. With the absurdity which ideological think- ing can alone create, the teacher used a language which was in- comprehensible to their pupils who in turn spoke a language which was incomprehensible to the teacher. The result was often that after three or four years’ “education,” the Gaelic child was oabable of little more than read- ing aloud the Westminster Con- fession or the Psalter in English with only the haziest idea of the meaning of the words. It is a matter for regret that Dean Swift never made this the theme of one of his satires for one would give much for a description of High- land education from the pen of the chronicler of Laputua. Alongside the parochial system in the Highland, there existed a supplementary system aimed at remedying deficiencies in the parishes where there was the greatest need for extra schools staffed by teachers with sound Presbyterian, anti-Jacobite and anti-Gaelic principles. Granted letters patent from Queen Anne in 1709, the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Know- ledge was established as a charit- able corporation aimed at sup- plementing the parochial school system in the Highlands and Is- lands. The following words from “ An Account of the Rise, Con- stitution, and Management of the Society in Scotland for Propoga- ting Christian Knowledge,” pub- lished in 1709 reveal the attitude of the Society: "It’s fit to be observed here, that many of those Highlanders, etc., are in an interest absolutely inconsistent with the safety of the Government: for they are bred in principles of tyranny, depend upon the Pope as Head of the Church, upon a Popish Pretender, bred up in the arbitrary maxims of France, as their rightful sove- reign . . . and to keep them in those wretched dependencies, the oropagation of true Christian knowledge, and of the English tongue, has all along been op- posed bv the Popish heads of clans, and arbitrary governments.” The Society was financed by subscriptions from wealthy pat- rons and bv the interest on its capital. Although separate from the Church of Scotland, the Society received considerable sun- port from the General Assembly which organised collections in the lowlands for its benefit. The Church of Scotland’s share of the Equivalent was granted to the Society in 1719 and, although the Society failed to obtain money from the proceeds of the For- feited Estates after the Eifteen. it was to receive financial assist- ance from the Commissioners of the Forfeited Estates after the 1745 Rising. In addition, from 1725 onwards, the SSPCK re- ceived an annual grant of £1.000 from the King. When the For- 
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From the Lunatic Fringe 
I have been a member of only one political party in my 

life: The Scottish National Party. Had I not been ex- 
pelled from the SNP for join- ing the 1320 Club, I would 
probably still be a member. 
I must confess that I found my expulsion baffling, since my motive in joining both 
organisations was the same, namely, to work towards a 
Scottish autonomy. In my opinion, the Scots must ob- tain such autonomy, and that very soon, otherwise the Scot- tish nation will perish. 

It might be worth-while to 
mention at this point that I am not a supporter of any 
Right-wing or Left-wing or- ganisation, since I am by nature sceptical of political 
schemes designed to produce heaven upon earth. I feel that this is a province which will be built in the heart of 
man rather than in any poli- tical system. 

I do believe, however, in the basic rights of man, and 
especially do I believe in the right of a people to govern 
themselves within the bor- ders of their own country. 
Without such a right, it seems 
self-evident that men can only be slaves. Yet I must confess to loss of temper when, 
simply for stating such a 
viewpoint. I am branded at best an idiot, and at worst a thoroughgoing Nazi. The 
basic desire of free men to govern themselevs is neither foolish nor dishonest, and has very little to do with 
economic factors, which are the province of those parties which have done so much in the past to achieve the 
financial position in which we now find ourselves. My own chief reason for desiring Scot- tish autonomy is that I sub- 
scribe to the view that those cultural indices which make one nation different from an- other, in everything from the 
languages they speak to the way they coil fishing-lines, are valuable not only to the 
nation concerned, but to 
mankind in general. The grey world of Utopian Similarity, however affluent, is not for me. That the Scots are differ- ent from the English I con- 
sider a contribution to the (pleasing diversity of man- kind, not only because the 
Scots are Scots, but because the English are English. I can see no good reason why 
the English should call them- selves British, any more than the Scots should need to, and 
I am fully in support of an 
Independent England. Inde- pendence is not synonymous with unfriendliness; subser- 
vience, on the other hand, 
breeds hatred in the under- dog. 

If you do not think that Scotland is an underdog, in a cultural sense if in no other 
then I suggest you visit an 
optician to have your rose- 
coloured lenses replaced by plain ones. The Scots are so deeply in a vassal position that they have almost lost 
their self-respect, and those whose duty it is to represent us in Westminster seem to 

by William Neill 
me to be the greatest fore- 
lock-touchers of all. Ex- amples other than this of our loss of self-respect are many, 
and apply to all Scotland, yet it is in that area where our 
institutions are most un- English that Westminster’s 
undoubted contempt for Scotland is most clearly seen. The only ‘ dualchas ’ which is to be permitted within the 
Disunited Kingdom is an English-type ‘dualchas. 

My most chauvinistic im- 
pulses are aroused when I 
read that the HIDE are to have their allowance in- 
creased from £25,000 to 
£50,000, and that An Comunn Gaidhealach are to receive a grant of £5,000. Although at first sight this is a con- 
siderable improvement on zero, and represents by his- torical comparison a fantas- tic expenditure on material 
and cultural benefits within the Gaidhealtachd, it takes 
something of the shine away 
when the government spends 
390,000 gns., on one picture, or assists with a £2,000,000 
extension to the Tate Gallery I may be accused of rank 
philistinism, of course, if I object to these sudden de- 
monstrations of cultural in- terest on the part of the gov- 
ernment, but I really cannot see how the citizens of say, 
Lochaber, are going to enjoy such cultural advantages un- less the HIDE is going to use the addition to its funds to pay for charabanc trips 
to London. 

There must be many who were delighted to hear the Prince of Wales, and most of the officials at his Investiture, 
speaking Welsh. It would be 
churlish to sneer at this young man’s efforts to speak 
the language of the people from whom he takes his title, 
and unfair at this point to imply that he was not 
genuinely concerned for the cultural affairs of the Welsh nation. Time alone will tell. If in fact he can influence the powers that be to listen to Welsh views on their own nation, so much the better. 
If the Investiture was, as some claim it was, a mere 
pantomimic confidence trick, it will demonstrate to all 
Welshmen a fact that should have been learned already: that the establishment are 
willing to use anyone, includ- ing Royalty, for the further- 
ance of a policy to increase the Bounds of Greater Eng- land, and to ensure that, un- der a stage-play of surface Jockery and Taffyism, the 
serious business of cultural 
deprivation goes on apace. We would do well to remem- ber that Balmorality was no real substitute for the erosion 
of the Gaelic culture from the Eastern Highlands. 

This perversion of the Scots and Welsh from the real culture of their respec- 
tive nations into the harmful and degrading Jockery and 
TaflEyism which panders to a London view of what we should be rather than what 

we really are, has been going on for a very long time. Un- 
fortunately, many alleged ‘ nationalists ’ fall into the trap of mistaking Jockery for real Scottishness. If London 
sneers at something which is genuinely Scottish, they feel that, in the interests of ap- 
pearing to be ‘ serious nation- alists,’ they must do so also. This peculiar attitude is the reason why Plaid Cymru and the SNP are not prepared to 
tackle the language questions of their respective countries with anything like the en- 
thusiasm which one would expect in a patriotic move- ment. One can sympathise with them, however, when 
one realises that they are doing their best to reclaim 
Scotland and Wales by means of the votes of a populace 
which has been insidiously 
anglicised for centuries, so that any institution other than an English institution, and any language other than the 
English language, is looked upon as exotic by the very 
people who ought to take a pride in these specific marks of a separate national iden- tity. It is not the possession of a political party card which 
makes a Scot, but a thorough 
knowledge of, and feeling for, those institutions which are typically Scottish. It should be pointed out that this is not a racist viewpoint. An 
English child brought up, say, in a Gaelic-speaking area will 
display many more distinctly 
Scottish characteristics if Gaelic is his first language, than will a Scots boy educa- ter in an English public 
school. No one will deny that a loyalty to one’s own land 
and its people is the primary factor in the development of 
patriotic feeling, but to make 
conscious efforts to divest oneself of Scottishness is, to say the least, paradoxical. 

There are signs here and there that this doubtful atti- tude is disappearing. Never- theless, I have met dozens of Lowland-dwelling Scots with uncompromisingly Gae- lic names, (and such people 
vastly outnumber the ‘ home- 
based ’ Highlander) who seem to think that the Gaelic lan- guage is none of their busi- ness, and that their lack of a Gaelic background in no way 
depreciates their Scottishness, whose Highland bias is 
demonstrated by a kind of sentimental ‘Grannie’s Hie- lan’ Hame ’ attitude which many, including myself, find 
glutinously offensive. Yet this background, which they ignore, is the soil within which a national culture must 
grow, which in fact supplies that very difference that is so 
valuable to an international, but varied world. No nation can be truly a nation without these valuable national differences, and it is the plain duty of any patriotic 
movement to encourage them. An attempt to base nationa- lity on mere geographical 
separation can never amount to much more than economic 
chauvinism, and it is bound 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Teacher Knows Best? 

by “GUIBNEACH” There has been a great 
increase in interest in Gaelic 
in recent years, and we are told that more people are —-—-- learningGaelic now than ever m English Gaehc is probably a large one, • O mrtro T^Virvoptirallv-cnpllpfl CailSCS the 

land the learner has difficulty in finding any native speakers willing to talk to him, and and probably the reasons for this are not 
hpfnrp ~TW is a good thins a more phonetically-spelled causes the learner more all obvious. Native speakers 
KransV there NSa greater language than English, but trouble than anything else, are scarce in most areas, and 
neS for neoDle to learn so are Greek, Urdu and Rus- It is here that the Gaelic getting scarcer, and short of r2,p thanP ever iWore- if sian, and the characters must speaking teacher is liable to banning English-speaking 
the inplie^tion of tne riish be associated with the sounds take for granted more than television and putting a sub- the anglicisation of tne High- .n ^ mind before he shoulcl it is here that sidy on children in the 
lands and Islands continues progress in this direction An Comunn Gaidhealach’s Western Isles there is not 
at its present rate, tnete will p^ g^ “Twenty Lessons” fails most much that can be done about 
be no native Gaelic speakers The confusion surrounding miserably. “ Tha e ’na this. More difficult to under- 
lelt in a couple oi genera- m and pronunciation is siudhe” is directly trans- stand is the native speaker’s 
tions. Many things could exacerbated rather than aiIe_ lated to “He is sitting”; “an reluctance to be heard speak- 
change before that time, viated by the so-called duine aice” to “her husband”; ing Gaelic away from home, 
however, and it is not my phonetic pronunciations given “chan eil mi ach... ’ to “I and his even greater reluc- 
purpose in this article to jn aim0st all books for am only...”; “tha saibunn tance to speak it to a learner, 
plead the case of the native learners. These are, and can • • • a dhith oirnn” to "we I have thought a good deal 
speaker, who has a voice of only be the broadest approxi- need soap, etc.” and so on about this latter manifesta- 
his own, but to discuss the mations to the actual sounds and so on without a word of tion, and although scarcely difficulties of the would-be 0f the words. It is time that explanation. It is a good able to believe it, ha're come learner of Gaelic as I see all concerned admitted that thing for any student to fiave to the conclusion tnar many 
them, for the learner gets a the concept of self-taught cO work some things out tor native Gaels with the uncon- pretty raw deal in many Gaelic is ridiculous. One can- himself, but here he has no scious respect for any kind of 
ways, often from those very not learn a language in starting point, for as far as scholarship inherent in all people who ought to be isolation, and to atempt to do I know there are no parallels Scots, are unwilling to speak 
helping him, and sometime so is to invite troubles of to most of the Gaelic idioms their own language to 
from people who sincerely a particularly discouraging in non-Gaelic languages. It learners for fear of having 
believe that they are helping kind. ought to be apparent that the their short comings exposed, him. Much breath is wasted on purely conversational tech- This is ridiculous Learners 

A very considerable diffi- the matters of “correct” pro- nique of teaching Gaelic, al- need help and encourage- 
culty arises from the fact nunciation — “correct” here though better than the purely ment, and even the most 
that although not absolutely meaning that pronunciation grammatical technique, can- elementary kind of help is essential it is at least very used by the person one is not stand alone. The idioms better than none at all. 
desirable that teachers of talking to at any particular must be thoroughly ex- I am open to the accusation 
Gaelic should themselves be time. Any sensible learner plained before they are used, that the criticism in this 
native speakers of the knows that it is almost im- or the would-be teacher will article is more destructive 
language so that correct possible for him to pass not but succeed in confusing than constructive. However, 
(whatever that means) pro- himself off as a native and demoralising his pupils, having pointed out some of 
nunciation and intonation speaker, and being a sensible Dn not doubt that courage the problems encountered by 
can be taught. Teachers of learner, he would not wish to and tolerance as well as per- those who wish to learn 
this kind frequently do not do so. ’He wishes to speak sistance, are required of the Gaelic, I hope that the reme- apreciate the true nature of wen enough to be understood learner, for other problems dies will sugest themselves 
the learners problems—what _ the niceties and nuances exist on a more personal to those whose concern is the 
is obvious to an expert may can come later. The main level- In many parts of Scot- teaching of the language. Let 
be far from clear to a novice, task is a large enough one by and not all experts can ex- any standard, without adding 
plain satisfactorily the things to it unnecessarily, 
they have “just known” all There is not much point in 
their lives. Further, many being able to speak Gaelic 
teachers spend most or their intelligibly if one cannot 
time teaching the language to understand a word. His em- 
native speakers, and their phasis has always been 
problems are very different towards the words rather 
to those of the learner who than the language, and no 
begins with no Gaelic at all. amount of chat about aspira- The native speaker may be tion and the mellifluousness 
able to speak, but not to read 0f the language will prepare 
or write the language; he him adequately for the dis- 
has to learn to read, write covery that what is frowned 
and speak Gaelic all at once, upon as “sloppy talking” in 
and if subjected to a too- English is actually encouraged formal course of instruction, jn Gaelic, 
he may find after a while that There seems to be little there is a great danger that difference, in a grammatical 
although he knows all about sense, between Gaelic as it 
comparison of adjectives, and [s spoken and Gaelic as it is 
can decline all the irregular written. The English con- verbs on paper, he is quite tracted forms such as I’m incapable of carrying on even he’s, can’t, won’t, you’re, the simplest conversation, common in speech, are not 
The exact opposite, in fact, correctly used in writing 
of what he would like to be evcept in the reporting of 
able to do. conversation; a quite definite 

Whoever and whatever his distinction exists between teacher, the first practical correct written English and 
problem the learner faces is accepted colloquial English, 
one which he may never On the other hand, forms 
completely conquer—spelling such as a’, ’gam, ’nad, do’n, 
and pronunciation. The col- na’n, d’innseadh, dh’ fhag are 
umns of SRUTH have carried commonplace in written as 
many words of discussion on well as spoken Gaelic The the subject of whether or spray of apostrophies seen on 
not Gaelic is spelled phon- any page of Gaelic print re- 
etically; to a learner this presents so many letters 
particular argument can seem omitted from the text, letters either ridiculous or academic, which the learner must men- 
according to whether or not tally replace during trans- it has dawned on him that lation Teachers wouud be 
the familiar Roman character well advised to devote he sees before him are asso- little more time to these 
ciated in Gaelic with sounds apostrophies. quite different to those used The subject of idiom is 

SHETLAND RE-SEEDING 
Land improvement in Shetland is booming. The 

area apportioned to crofters the first six months of 
this year is virtually double 
the area in the same period last year, reports the 
Crofters Commission. 

Crofters in Shetland are 
reclaiming or reseeding hill 
land at a rate of 700 acres a year’ ’said a Commission spokesman. “Apportionment 
of part of the Common 
Grazings to an individual 
crofter is the first step in 
land improvement and the big 
surge in apportionment this 
year should be reflected in the land improvement figures 
in years to come.” 

In the first half of 1968. twenty Shetland crofters had 
642 acres of land apportioned 
to them. In the same period 
this year, thirty-one, crofters received apportionments to- talling 1,228 acres. 

“The Commission prefers to enlarge the crofts by apportionment and land im- 
provement rather than amal- gamation wherever possible,” 
states the Commission. “Am- algamation, though some- times necessary, reduces the 
number of holdings and 
families in an area but apportionment followed by 
land improvement adds to the real wealth of the nation. 

The Comission’s policy is to back the initiative of the enterprising crofter.” 

us all understand, the better 
to be understood. 

Gaelic and Ihe 

Educators 
feited Estates were restored in 1784, the SSPCK was given a gram from the Exchequer out of the proceeds of the sale of the Estates to the heirs of the Jaco- bite exiles. The Society possessed capital of £34,000 in 1781. Initially the curriculum of the Charity Schools was somewhat narrow, consisting of English, the Presbyterian faith, church music, and arithmetic only. In 1738, the Society applied successfully to George II for a supplementary charter permitting vocational edu- cation in the arts of husbandry and housewifery. The policy of the Society to- wards the Gaelic language is summed up in the Memorial of the Society to the Court of Police in 1716: Nothing can be more effectual for reducing these countries to order and making them useful to the commonwealth than teaching their duty to God, their King and country and rooting out their Irish language, and this has been the care of the Society so far as they could, for all the scholars are taught in English . . .” Some teachers had the temerity to oppose this policy. In 1720, the minister of Blair Atholl wrote to the Committee of the SSPCK to plead that the schoolmaster in his parish might be permitted to teach his pupils to read Gaelic so that “ . . . persons who are never of the English might have a por- tion of the Scripture read to them in their own language, with the Catechisms . . . which would make religion to flourish more than it does in that country.” The teacher, a Mr James Murray, wrote also to the same purpose. The Com- mittee replied that while they were anxious to employ all pro- per means of religious instruction, their aim was to “ wear out ” thr Gaelic language. Furthermore, they sent letters not only to the minister and schoolmaster but to all others, that they might know, that it was strictly forbidden to teach any child to read Gaelic. 

If you know whisky, you'll want 

TOMATIN 
MALT WHISKY 

Tomatin Whisky is unique! At its very best when ten years 
old, and smooth and rounded at five years old, it is a Scotch Whisky for the connoisseur, for the person with 
a palate capable of appreciating good things, things of perfection 

Malt whisky at its very best 
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Antigonish Highland A MEMORY OF MEN 

Games Week 

by Marion Mathieson 
The 108 th Antigonish Highland Games came to a triumphant conclusion on 

Saturday, July 19th with its 
“Concert Under The Stars” 
— the culmination of months 
and months of hard work on the part of an energetic and dedicated committee: Charlie MacDoug,all, Chief of the 
Clans; Bill Macintosh, vice- president; Alex. MacAdam, 
secretary; and Terry Thomp- 
son, President. 

At least a week is needed to savour the full enjoyment 
of the Scottish Way of Life. Although Antigonish resi- 
dents do not seem to notice, 
visitors marvel as lads and 
lassies whirl and jump the Highland steps on their front 
lawns or at busy street inter- sections. The sight of the 
whirling kilt and flashing 
tartan is an accepted part of 
the way of life, and some of 
the finest dances are per- 
formed in Mayor Mac- 
Dougall’s drive-way to tunes 
played on the pipes by a kid 
on the next street. The whole week’s pro- 
gramme is arranged to lead 
up to the grand climax. From Monday to Thursday there is 
something for all tastes — 
Massed Bands, Children’s Parade, Highland Ball and 
Crowning of Queen, Highland 
Concerts, Old Tyme Dance, 
and — Kilted Golf Tourna- 
ment! 

On Friday the population of the town swelled from 4,300 to well over 10,000. 
Columbus Field, the site of 
the games, was like a lush 
green carpet, ideal for the 
field events. In all, 17 records 
fell including the following:—' Bob Simmons of Prince 
Edward Island, placed first 
in the discus with a toss of 
139 feet 3% ins. He also threw the hammer 170 feet 
2| ins. to take top honours 
in that event. President Terry Thompson, 
himself a former great field 
champioti at the A.H.Gs., 
and his wife must have 
thrilled to the sight of their 
son, Wayne, tossing the 
Caber. Young Thompson 
broke the record for the Junior Hammer Tossing — 157 feet 3 ins. 

On Saturday over 1,000 
people sat in the warm 80- degree weather to watch the 
closing events, and Seumas MacNeil, Principal M the 
College of Piping m Glasgow, Scotland, declared the games 
officially open. Mr MacNeil enjoys the reputation of being 
on of the finest pipers in the world, but his greatest 
talent is considered to lie in 
his ability to teach and judge. 

The official opening cere- monies commenced with a Motor-cade or Games 
Officials and Guests. The President welcomed the 
gathering, especially out of town visitors, to the Games. 

Mr MacNeil said he saw 

“a tremendous change in the attitude of people oward 
piping — it is DeCummg 
respectable once again.” Mr 
MacNeil continued, “It is 
important that these gather- 
ings continue whenever Scots get together.” 

Platform guests included, 
besides the aforementioned 
gentlemen, officials o,* three 
levels of government — The Hon. Allan MacEachen, a 
native of Inverness, Cape 
Breton, Manpower and Im- 
migration Minister in the Federal Government; Bill 
MacKinnon, Member of tne 
Nova Scotia Legislative 
Assembly; and John Mac- 
Dougall, Mayor of Anti- 
gonish. Other special guests were Dr M. A. MacLennan, 
President of St F. X. Uni- versity; Hugh Noble, Head 
of the Physical Fitness 
Branch of the Department of 
Education; Arthur Brucha; 
A. H. MacPherson; Bishop Wm. E. Power, and Judge 
Hughie MacPherson. 

Seumas MacNeil, who 
judged the piping on Friday, 
said that there was “a great evidence that someone had 
been doing a lot of work with the bands — they were 
much improved in their 
marching, playing, and over- all presentation.” He stated 
that the Gaelic College Pipe 
Band which won the Junior 
Competition were “very worthy champions.” The 
Antigonish Legion Junior Pipe Band placed second. 

All in all, it was an 
organiser’s dream translated into reality. It was a truly 
delightful experience — a unique and thrilling slendour of Scottish culture in holiday 
mood — Scottish hospitality at its best... everything pro. 
mised in the traditional 
Nova Scotia welcome “Ceud 
Mile Failte!” 
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The small gently-sloping 
field of graves cried out for even the merest showing that life was still in and about 
the township nearby. But no fresh posy of wild, quiet- 
coloured memory flowers 
graced even the most recent of the stones that marked 
out the places where i"*mains 
of generations lay under the 
island’s grey-blue sea sky. 
One quarter of a mile away 
a sad stream trinkled over 
its bed of small rounded 
stones to be swallowed up by 
a dark peat loch, completely without ceremony. 

Gone now are the days 
when the stream bore out with a stoic sense of duty 
the rough play of young 
children, when its voice mingled with those who once 
lived in the ruined houses: 
Men, with their serious slow 
talking about the weather, 
the way the crops were grow- 
ing, and the fishing. Women, with their idle chatter 
creating situations of close 
communal interest with the 
business of growing, laughing it off with bubbles of white- 
ness which exploded in bursts of light in the summer air, to 
be borne off on warm winds 
to the far end of the green 
glen. 

In the play of the summer light, the houses no longer 
sparkied.The grand musi; of 
life that was playeu out in each and every one of them 
was now quite silent. Only a 
poor bird twittered in a fit of melancholy, utterly at a loss 
now that the last of the men 
had gone to leave it and its nestlings without the com- 
pany that had been in this 
place for centuries. 

In the spot where Iain Dubh Thormoid had smoked 
his pipe and told the tales of youth to youthful ears, a 
rabbit had burrowed deep to house its own brood of fur that squeaked for food as 
had the human childre«. when 
they were rightfully there 
Flowers anchored in the 
walls nodded and shook their 
heads, still unable to com- 
prehend the final flight of 
men to places which ill suited them and which 
would, in the very end, 
cause the destruction of all 
they carried in their hearts and minds. 

Away down on the shore- land a moaning sea sobbed 
for a broken boat lying out 
of reach of the highets tide, 
surrounded by a sea of tafl 
grasses, buttercups, dockens 
and iris, that billowed this way and that as the winds 
played among them. l>is was 
a poor substitute for tne wet 
waves of past s easons, for the sound of buffeting water, 
for the slap of a foam-topped 
reaching of sea-water for its 
gunwhales. There was now no creak of oar; only the 
noises of an unfamiliar land. Salt-bound rocks glistened 
in the sunlight. They lay like 
panting animals, low black 
and heaving with exertion. The sea’s strong smell per- 
vaded the beach where once 

le 
Frang MacThomais 
men had once crunched its 
stones beneath their feet as 
they dragged their boats 
down to the water in high 
hopes, and dragged them 
back up again, sometimes 
with the air of hope fulfilled, 
and as often as not in des- pair, when it seemed that 
the sea was completely void of fish, that the last fish in 
the sea had been caught long 
since on the lines of other 
boats. 

Nature had overtaken with 
on inexorable vengeance the 
poor road once had offered township a link with others 
along this coast and had then 
finally pointed the men the 
way out, like a great draining 
of blood and life from a sore 
wound. Out of tne houses 
and over the low rise the 
road made its indistinct way. 
Only a hardness beneath the 
foot would now say which 
part of the ground had been 
the road and which the 
moorland. 

Nearby a lark had built a nest. Its high song flew over 
the tumbled houses, search- 
ing for the ears of men who 
had once stoppea their work 
to straighten their bav.ks and 
listen to it; and mayoe to mix a clay pipe for a few breaths 
of cool smoke while they 
rested in the pleasure of it. 

Above the deserted 'town- ship there was a clear, bright 
air, longing for the tmn blue 
curls of peat smoke that had once played a game with the 
summer winds. 

The seasons still come 
hopefully to the houses. Thev knock but are not answered. 

Hopefully they still come to offer their four gifts to the 
men, who have gone never to 
return. Each quarter of each year gifts of birth, growth, harvest and thankful resting 
are offered. But there is no 
one now to take them up and 
use them to the full to add yet another twelvemonth to 
the life of the comunity. 

No song is now sung, 
except the low-toned mur- mering from the field of sad 
graves, the field of memories that now lies neglected. Only 
the dead remain to speak of 
children laughing, men de- bating, women talking, dogs 
barking, horses champing, 
and the movement of sheep 
and cattle as they foraged. 
The winds search in vain for the sounds of the township 
to carry them, as they once 
did, over the hill and down to the shore. Rain showers 
fall on the neglected fields to no purpose. 

Small stunted trees still wave their farewell... 
And in the stone-bound city the men still remember 

... and wonder. 
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Naidheachdan Mu Ma h-Eaglaisean 

Air A’ Ghaidhealtachd 
Le “ FEAR-FAIRE ” 

EAGLAIS NA H-ALBA 
Seirbhisean 

Air a mhios seo bidh na 
seirbhisean aim an Eaglais na 
Sgire ann an Loch Aillse air 
an cumail leis an Urr. Iain 
Nicol a colaisde na Trianaid. 
Glaschu. Tha an eaglais gun 
mhinistear bho’n leig an t-Urr. 
Murchadh Mac Suain dheth 
uallach coimhthionail bho 
chionn ghoirid. 

Air an Reidio 
Air an dara Sabaid de'n Lunasdal bha seirbhis Ghaid- 

hlig air a craobh-sgaoileadh a 
Tiridhe. Air ceann an adhraidh 
bha an t-Urr. Uilleam Mac- 
Leoid, ministear a’ choimh- 
thional. Sheinn an coimhthional 
da laoidh, agus da shalm anns 
an t-seaim doigh. 

Bothan 
Air an duthaich ann an 

Leodhas bidh cuid a cruinneach- 
adh anns na bothain far am bi 
iad ag ol Thubhairt an t-Urr. 
Donnchadh MacFhionghain, 
ministear Nis, gum bi ball sam 
bith de’n choimhthional a bhios 
a frithealadh a’ bhothain air 
beulaibh an t-Seisein. Bha bothan mu chionneamh na 
h-eaglais ann an Cros — air 
fearann a bhuineadh do’n eag- 
lais —ach chaidh a leagail am 
bliadhna. A reir iomraidh tha 
bothan ur ’ga thogail faisg aii 
an t-seann laraich. 

BaiHeadh 
Chumadh seirbhis - baistidh 

bho chionn ghoirid ann an 
Eaglais Chliamhain ann an 
Roghadal. Air a baisteadh bha 
Caitriona Roghadal Moireach, 
nighean an larla Dunmore, agus 
air ceann na seirbhis bha an 
t-Urr. Cailean Mac Ghill- 
eathain, a Eaglais Martin’s 
Memorial ann an Steornabhagh. 
Mus do cheannaich am Morair 
Leverhulme an oighreachd bha 
teaghlach Dunmore ’nan uach- 
darain air na Hearadh. ’Se 

dealbh Tur Roghadail a chith- 
ear aig mullach na duilleig seo. 

AN EAGLAIS SHAOR CHLEIRE1L 
Orduighean 

Air an t-Sabaid seo chaidh 
bha Sacramaid Suipeir an Tigh- 
eama air a frithealadh ann am Fionnsbagh (Na Hearadh), aim 
an Drochaid a Bhanna, agus air 
an Leathad (Siorrachd Rois). 
Tha an t-Urr. A. Catanach ’na mhinistear ann am Fionnsbagh. 
Air an t-Sabaid seo tighinn bidh 
ar comanachadh aim an Inbhir 
Theorsa agus ann an sgire 
Bhatain. 
SOP AS GACH SEID . . . 

THA AN T-URR. Alasdair 
MacDhonnchaidh, a bhuineas 
do Dhun-deagh a nis air a 
shuidheachadh mar mhinistear 
’san Eaglais Bhaistich ann an 'nbhir Theorsa. Chaidh oilean- 
achadh ann an Colaisde Diad- 
haireachd nam Baisteach ann 
an Glaschu. 

THUBHAIRT BRITH- 
EAMH sa Chuimrigh, Edmund 
Davies, gum bheil e gu laidir 
de’n bharail gum bheil luchd 
do-bheairt a sior dhol am meud 
a chionn nach eil an t-aite aig 
beatha dhaoine a bh’aca aig aon 
am. A’ labhairt aig an Eistedd- 
fod thubhairt e gun do rinneadh 
rannsachadh air ceud duine air 
an tugadh binn ann an Cardiff 
agus nach robh 84 dhiubh air 
a bhith riamh an coir eaglais. 

BIDH Y.M.C.A. Ur air 
fhosgladh ann an Inbhimis air 
an 30 mh de’n Lunasdal. Air 
ceann a chruinneachaidh air an 
latha mhor bidh Probhost a’ 
Bhaile, agus bidh an togalach 
air a coisrigeadh leis an Urr. 
Uilleam Still, a Obair-dhead- hain. 

CUIRIBH NAIDEACH- 
DAN co-cheangailte ris an Eag- 
lais air a’ Ghaidhealtachd gu 
“Fear-faire.” 

GUTH O NA LAITHEAN 

FOR ALL THE NEWS AND VIEWS OF 
Highland Gatherings 
Pipe Bands 
Solo Piping 
Highland Dancing 
Clan Societies 
read 

“PIPING WORLD” 
the new independent Scottish colour newspaper 

Packed with news, photographs and authoritative articles. 
On Sale — price 2/ at Abertarff House, Inverness, or 
by direct subscription—26/- for 13 issues; 48/- for 26 issues. 
POST FREE. Current issue 2/6 post paid. 
A donation of 33 A % will be made to An Comunn on all 
pre-paid orders to: 

Dept. SRUTH, “ Piping World,” 
30 GEORGE SQUARE, GLASGOW C.2. 

A DH’FHALBH: “Tha fead- hainn ann agus ar leam gum 
bheil eagal orra iad fhein earbsa 
ri Criosd agus an t-slighe 
dhachaidh gu Dia a thoirt orra 
air eagal nach seas iad agus nach 
mair an gnothauh. O mhuinntir 
air bheag creidimh, nam bith- 
eadh an gnothach ’nur lamhan- 
se, dh’fhaodadh sibh aite thoirt 
d’a leithid sin de dh’amharu- 
san, ach nach’eil sibh a’ faicinn 

gur ann a tha an gnothach ann 
an lamhan Fir-saoraidh, agus 
gun dean Easan o’n am a dh’- 
earbas sinne sinn fein ris ar 
giulan dhachaidh, chan ann air 
cuid de’n t-slighe, ach air fad 
na slighe gu leir eadhon a 
dh’ionnsaidh na criche.”—An 
t-Urr. D. I. Martainn, a bh’ann 
an Steornabhagh, air cosamhal- 
tachd na caorach chaillte. 

The Implications of Sooth Hist 

(Continued from page 4) 
of the first items in the public expenditure to receive an over- night chop? In fact, can the Ministry of Defence — even the Government — guarantee that if the people of the Uists and Ben- becula are forced to assimilate the range into the basis of their economy there will be adequate compensation as was offered to the people of Aden and Malta? Or are the Hebrideans expend- able? 4. To what extent is the work on the range of importance to the defence of this country? When one well-placed high-power nu- clear weapon can put Britain out of action in any world-scale war? If the rocket takes a low-percen- tage-role in this country’s defence why are the Uists being sacrificed for the sake of a war toy? 5. Why is it not possible to carry out firing tests in the dark and in times of bad weather? Surely in real-war conditions, neithed light, dark or the state of the weather call a halt in hostili- ties. This is an admission of technical inadequacy and strategy- planning bungling. 6. Can the government and the Ministry of Defence guarantee that once the present extension is completed there will be (a) no more demands for land and (b) no further restrictions on the community nor on the economic activities it prosecutes? 7. In view of the fact that many hours of fishing will be lost to the lobster fishermen, is there any scheme to introduce compensation for loss of earnings? 8. Will the HIDE now be al- lowed the full sum of £3m. which they require to bring the north- Uist Bulb Scheme up to the level of concentration required to place the activity there on a fully viable and commercial basis? At least the activity there on a fully viable this would offset the unemploy- ment among the fishing com- munity which the range will undoubtedly cause, and it would help to stay the population. 9. If some fishermen choose to ignore the warning of firing, what will the penalties be, for the 1st 2nd, and subsequent attempts at disobedience? The Scottish De- velopment Dept, has indicated both fines and the confiscation <>f fishing gear. Would it eventually result in imprisonment? 10. If the fishermen can be removed forcibly from the seas and thus prevented from pro- secuting their living on whose statutory authority would this be carried out? What is the exact wording of the authority which can remove these fishermen from the seas around Uist? 11. What factors have been con- . sidered to achieve the optimum 

conditions in the social environ- ment in the Uists? In the matter of education, are the children of the incomers being regarded as incomers to a Gaelic - based, Gaelic-speaking society, or a Gaelic-based, EngliSh - speaking society? In fact has any con- sideration been given to this matter at all? 12. Why was it not possible to develop the existing Weish testing facilities which are associated with those in Uist? It has been announced that the Welsh station is to be reduced considerably with a corresponding build-up in Uist. Have the Welsh in fact objected? 
13. In the event of a death of a member of the Uist (native) com- munity from the malfunctioning of a rocket or of any dangerous range equipment, would the Military authorities accept full responsibility? Is it not raising a valid question that insurance premiums may have risen in view of the hazard which the local community have in their their midst? 14. When the military pulled out of Scapa Flow there was an immediate retarding effect on the community. Is there a guarantee that this will not happen in the Uists? 15. To what extent is the youth of the Uists community being integrated into the activities on the range? There has been the suggestion of civilian apprenctices (engineering, electrical, electronics, etc.) being taken on. 
ANSWERS PLEASE 

These questions are all relevant as are many others that could be asked, and will be asked by SRUTH. The implications of the range are of real danger to the future well-being of the islands. What is more serious is the im- position of a Government depart- ment on a community for reasons which are not valid in this day and age. Democracy is not seen at its best in the Uists. The rights of the individual are being threatened, and the individual in an urban community must realise that “There but for the Grace of God, goes he.” It is only by continually raising questions that the whole matter of the Uist imposition can be cleared. It is only by militant action on the part of those who have most to lose that will result in the climb-down of the face- less administrator who says what will be and brooks no question about it. And it is only by con- tinual questioning by concerned and socially-conscious Members of the House that the people of Uist will ever get a fair deal. 

over to 

you 
CELTIC CONGRESS 

Sir, — You may be interes- 
ted to know that a conference 
of writers from the four main 
Celtic countries — Brittany, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
—- is to be held in Cardiff this 
autumn, on 15-19 September. 
The conference is to be 
known as the Taliesin Con- 
gress, and is being organised 
by Yr Academi Gymreig (the 
Welsh Academy). Among 
those who will be attending 
as delegates or speakers are 
Hugh McDiarmid, Austin 
Clarke, Martin O Cadhaim, 
John Montague, Derek Thom- 
son, Maodez Glanndour, Per 
Denez, Jean Piette, Rachel 
Bromwich, Pennar Davies and 
Caerwyn Williams, while a 
number of equally dis- 
tinguished writers in the field 
of the Celtic literatures will 
be present at the Congress as 
observers. Subjects for for- 
mal discussion will include 
current trends in Celtic and 
Anglo-CeTtic literature, the 
position of the minority 
writer, the politics of litera- 
ture and bilingualism and the 
writer. Those interested may 
contact me at 3 Crown Street, 
Port Talbot, Glamorgan, for 
further details. 

SALLY ROBERTS JONES 
Yr Academi Gymreig 

Sir,—I refer to the two con- 
tributions in Sruth (Nos. 61 and 
62) by M. R. Lewis on ‘Gaelic 
and the Educators.’ In regard to 
the Church of Scotland’s atti- 
tude to Gaelic your contributor 
is greatly misinformed. The Re- 
formed Church was the best 
friend that the Gaelic Language 
ever had. For evidence as to that 
I refer him to (1) my contribu- 
tion to the Transactions of the 
Gaelic Society of Inverness Vol. 
43 p. 335 and (2) to the corres- 
pondence in the Scotsman on 
this very matter in January 
1966, wherein I refuted the 
allegation made against the Re- 
formed Church of Scotland and 
provided the evidence to the 
(Continued on Page Twelve) 

Text fcr 
the Times 

The heart of the prudent getteth 
knowledge: and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge 
Proverbs ch. 18 v. 15. 

Gheibh cridhe an duine chrionna eolas; agus iarraidh cluas nan daoine 
glice eolas. 
Gnath-fhocail c. 18 r. 15. 

PROVERB 
Bu mhath an sgathan suil caraid. 
A friend's eye is a good looking- 

glass. 
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DUO FOR ISLAND VOICES 
by Framg MacTiiomais 

Is it surprising that, out of 
all proportion to their physi- cal size and the numbers of their communities, the three 
island archipelagoes of Scot- 
land continue, as they have always done, to produce 
voices the kind of which 
this sore-tired world of ours 
needs like a parched garden 
of wilting flowers: 

Is it indeed surprising? Or not? This reviewer thinks it 
is not. For the reason that, 
in the over-weightea socie- ties of today, it is from the still small voices, of equally 
small communities, that the words of peace and salve 
come with their undertones 
and overtones of greatness. These derive from the fact 
that it is only in small com- 
munities, rural and particu- 
larly island, that a firm( fast and unrelenting grip of the 
basic earth and nature, with 
her attendant regular events, 
is maintained to ofer these words of sanity to a world 
which is seemingly bent on 
winning its Gadarenic race. 

To confirm this two books 
have reached us for our com- 
ment within a week of each 
other: one by Oreney poet, 
George MacKay Brown, and 
the other by Lewis poet, Iain 
Crichton Smith. Both voices speak out from 
an island environment. 
George MacKay Brown weaves “An Orkney Tapes- 
try”. It is not the usual kind 
of island book. If one wants 
facts and figures, one must seek other sources. What 
MacKay Brown offers is a 
rich, matured wine, laced 
with two thousand years of 
island life and living, death 
and the fulfillment of aspira- tion This is a thrice-u:stilled book of Orkney. I have never 
read anything like it and be- 
lieve that here is a new kind 
of portrait-painting for any- 
one to emulate if he seeks to 
write a book about a com- 
munity. But it will need a 
special kind of pen, a poet’s pen to produce anything 
similar. 

Orkney is fortunate in 
having Georeg MacKay 
BorWn as its bard. Somehow he has managed to assimilate the history of two millenia 
and used himself as a filter to produce his “Orkney Tapestry”. 

It is Tiot written as a con- 
tinuous narrative, but as a 
pattern of history, legend 
and folklore. There are poems and a play. And the whole of 
the Orkney island community 
is sieved carefully to yield the tiny seed of meaning, the essence from which springs 
the flavour of these northern 
islands. This is a book which 
one reads on many levels. To the stranger to Orkney, it 
will be best approached through a preliminary read- 
ing of the more factual books about these islands. Then 
come to “An Orkney Tapes- 
try”, when everything will spring to life and meaning. 

The text is a poet’s prose, 

with its rhythms, fine bal- ance, nuances, and colours, 
both bold and mute, to 
excite the eye — and the ear, 
if the book is read aloud. It 
is a setnnachie’s tale of 
Orkney, told in a fashion that holds fast to tradition. 
Yet, it is up-to-date. The 
tragedy of today, if not put 
in so many words, is implied by the author. The islands 
face a serious future in their 
fight to survive and see out 
this present century with the 
same kind of characteristics that mark them out amongst 
other communities. With 
George MacKay Brown as an exponent, a spokesman of the 
limit in eloquence, their ex- 
istence and continuation is justified, in moral and socio- 
logical, if not entirely 
economic terms. 

The other island voice is that of Iain Crichton Smith, 
from Lewis, yet another 
island community which has 
found its strength for sur- 
vival in its equally long and 
purposeful history. Smith has 
spoken many times before as 
an islander looking in at his 
own people. Now he looks out beyond the Lewis hor- 
izons of hill, sea and moor- 
land, “From Bourgeois Land” 
is a long poem, divided into 
thirty-nine parts, though 
each of the poems can stand 
as an entity in its own right. 

The book is concerned with 
bourgeois concepts, attitudes and values. Running through the collection is a plea for a 
re-think of the progress which society has made and 
is making, whether it is in 
the right direction or not. 
Here is a still small island 
voice speaking from a posi- tion of strength on the great 
isues of our times. In a poetic medium, it will un- 
fortunately be a small aud- 
ience which will hear this 
message; but it will be an 
audience characterised by its quality. 

Iain Smith’s poems are 
hard, polished nuggets with 
their meaning shining from 
the facets, cut in the manner in which only the poet knows how. The collection not only 
maintains the growing repu- 
tation of Iain Crichton Smith, 
but adds to it another new dimension which is more than just superficially signi- ficant. 

About a year ago in 
SRUTH, a series of articles were printed with the theme of the Highlands in the 21st 
century. In one article, the 
author indicated that a new 
dimension would be added to the world’s literature .a 
dimension, and a new mean- ing to the scene of things, 
provided by writers with backgrounds of Celtic and Norse islands. It was in a way 
a prophesy. 

Would it be too much to say that this is occurring now? With writers like Smith, from the Gaelic island 
of Lewis, and Brown from the 
Norse-immersed islands of Orkney, the world is already being enriched by what these 
island voices have to say. 

Having done so much, at so 
great trouble to tnemselves and their intellect, to smooth 
the path to universal recog- 
nition, it is now up to other 
island voices to add their harmonies to this present 
duo: “An Orkney Tapestry” by George MacKay Brown: 42s; “From Bourgeois Land” 
by Iain Crichton Smith; 25s; both books from Victor Gollancz, 14 Henrietta Street, 
London. 

WINDOWS ON THE 
HIGHLANDS 

In the open-ended Series 
of publications sponsored by 
the Gaelic Information Centre 
Committee, the latest batch 
of six make up a welcome appearance. 

The Series was first in- 
tended to open up those 
windows on aspects of the 
Highlands and Islands to allow factual information 
about the Region to get 
across to others who knew little about it, or who had 
a distorted idea of the land 
and the people. There are now some 19 
titles in the Series, which is 
continuing. 

The latest six are: No 8—-The Clarsach, which 
gives a brief history of the 
instrument. No 15—The Highlands: Pre- 
history. This is a useful little 
introduction to the times 
before Scotland’s recorded 
history. There is a most use- 
ful list of dwellings and the classified roads to them. 
No 16—Harris Tweed tells 
the story of the cloth which 
forms the basis of the economy of Lewis. The 
author deals with the various 
stages of making cloth in the 
early days of the industry. A 
useful section deals with “the 
cloth today” and “Waulking 
Songs.” 
No 18 — Pictish Art is 
covered briefly but adequate- ly. with mentions of where 
the art of the Piets survives 
today. 
No 19—Gaelic is ... This is the economic title of a 
pamphlet which covers the 
history of Gaelic to the 
present day. But what is 
more important is the state- ment of bold and bald facts 
about Gaelic. There may be 
many who may be offended at some of what is said, but 
only the most hidebound 
would bear any grudge. This pamphlet tells of a language fighting for its life. The 
enemies are almost wholly spiritual. There should be a 
wide circulation for this 
message. The pamphlets are all 
available from Abertarft House, Inverness. 

ADVERTISEMENTS for 
SRUTH are accepted only 
on conditions that the 
advertiser does not in any 
way contravene the pro- 
visions of the Trade 
Descriptions Act, 1968. 

State Banks—Most of these 
operate as a function of govern- -—   
ment to provide long term and a^d fishing. The regional de- j 
medium term loans to develop :opment offices established in i 
business and industry in rural the 18 counties 1949-58 made j 
areas. " a very big contribution to j 

Among these is (1) The Nor- regional analysis and practical * 
wegian Industrial Bank estab- development. No new develop- j 
lished in 1936 whose capital is ment areas have been designated ! 
state owned, it provides long since the completion of the i 
term loans for industry, power North Norway programme in j 
stations and hotels. Five em- 1961. Each area is treated on its 
ployees is the minimum number rnerits. 
to qualify or a minimum of 5 Since 1964 labour reserves 1 
horse power. Hotels must con- have decreased and there is > 
form to established standards, strong competition for labour. 1 
Loans are available on mortgage Migration. has caused problems j 
and expected profitability and in areas of low population as j 
may not exceed 70% of fixed well as in areas which are ex- 
assets and 50% on liquid assets, panding. Increased demands are I 
Loans are at a rate of interest being made on local authorities ] 
which covers borrowing and for housing, schools, roads, etc. ! 
administrative costs, gives a and there is increased emphasis j 
reasonable return to share- on planning land use. The I 
holders and provides for risk, communes have been given j 

more planning responsibility — 
(2) The State Fishery Bank 4~5 communes co-operate in 92 I 
which was established in 1919 areas ^ advisory planning j 
finances fishing boats, slipways, 
workshops, fish factories and 
equipment. Repayment of loan 
is usually within 15 years and 
this is usually secured by mort- 
gage. 

(3) The State Agricultural 
Bank established in 1905 pro- 
vides loans for agriculture and 
forestry, acquisition or develop- 
ment of land, machinery and 
purchase of stock. Loans may 
not exceed 90% of the value of 
the property ajter development. 
In acquiring land the limit is 
70% and for stock or equip- 
ment 75%. Repayment on land 
is 40 years, on running costs 
seven years. 

(4) Norway's Communed 
Bank established in 1926 assists 
communes to find money for in- 
vestments in buildings, harbours, 
power, water, hospitals, schools, 
clearing of sites, etc. These are 
guaranteed by the communes. 
Preference is given to com- 
munes who have difficulty in 
obtaining money from other 
sources. 

(5) The Housing Bank of 
Norway—established in 1946 to 
provide finances for reconstruc- 
tion of war damage. More than 
half the present houses in Nor- 
way have been financed through 
it. Interest rates are low and 
repayment is over 100 years for 
concrete houses and 75 years 
for wooden houses. 

National Economic Policy 
The national economic pro- 

gramme is planned on a four 
year basis and for the period 
1970-73 some long range fore- 
casting for 15-20 years ahead has been done on employment 
and urban patterns. The prin- 
cipal aim of economic policy is 
to provide full employment, 
rapid economic growth and a 
fair distribution of income be- 
tween social groups as well as 
between areas. Grants are made 
to the less wealthy communes 
for social services, communica- 
tions and schools. Grants and 
subsides are made to agriculture 

committees have been estab- | 
lished in the main regions, i.e. 
East and West and Middle j 
Norway and deal with problems i 
of land use around the largest 1 
centres. 

New policies have been intro- j t 
duced for recreation areas and • 
nature reserves and the possibi- - 
lity of allocating the government : 
Budget on a Regional basis is i 
being explored. No definite oro- * • 
posals have been taken on |i 
whether to create large or small I] 
centres as local government is 
strong and central government 
is afraid of rousing local oppo- f- 
sition. At the moment 15 trial |l 
growth centres have been de- - 
signaled in the 15 counties out- j - 
side the Oslo fiord area to speed j; 
up and obtain experience in 
practical planning and develop- ;- 
ment, with local regional and 
government bodies taking part. ? 

Future prospects are not too ]< 
good for rural areas without 
natural resources. Overfishing :; 
has taken place in certain areas 
and there has been a change in L 
the pattern of fish migration, j. 
particularly cod. Handicrafts, j. 
small industries and possibly ! 
tourism may play an important I 
part in a few communes but p 
rural depopulation will continue j: 
for some years yet. 

There is anxiety that change 
in the rural pooulation should 
not take place too fast or too 
drastically and that all areas 
should have a reasonable share fi 
of population and industry and 
it is recognised that more fun- - 
damental research and long- 
term planning will require to be : 
undertaken. 

A certain amount of decen- - 
tralisation is being encouraged "f 
from Oslo and expansion within .,r 
the City is being limited. In- - 
centives are given to private : industries to move out and"! 
State departments and institu- I - 
tions are being relocated. 

Two new universities are to jc 
be built—one at Tromso con- - 
centrating mainly on Arctic p 
studies and meteorology and l 
one at Trondheim concentrating p 
on fishing and oceanography. 

(concluded) 
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Adoption Speech by 
Peat Bogs Into Oil 

SAP Candidate 

“There can be no greater 
privilege for a Scotsman today 
than to be given the opportunity 
to take part in the coming politi- 
cal contest ... a contest which 
will have far reaching effects on 
the future of our country, and 
may well decide whether indeed 
our country has a future. 

“Let us be quite clear about 
the issue at the next general 
election. The electorate of Scot- 
land must decide whether Scot- 
land will continue to exist as a 
distinct nation—having its own 
identity, or whether Scotland is 
to cease struggling and allow 
itself to become completely 
absorbed into England. This is 
what the next election is all 
about. 

“'t is our task as Nationafists 
to present this issue clearly to 
the Scottish people. The Union- 
ise parties,, the Conservatives, 
the Socialists and the Liberals 
will be aiming to mislead our 
people, to bewilder and to de- 
ceive. 

“It is my belief that a large 
mass of the people of Scotland 
are unaware of what is going on, 
and that once they are persuaded 
that the very existence of Scot- 
land is in jeopardy, they will re- 
turn the Scottish National Parry 
candidates with an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 

“And that is our task, to show 
them. And it is not an easy task. 
The Unionists, desperate to re- 
tain their hold, are doing their 
best to preveat us putting our 
case to the people. We are 
limited to 5 minutes broadcast- 
ing time each year compared to 
60 minutes for each of the 
Unionist parties. We have to de- 
pend on a largely alien press to 
report our points of view. You 
will all be familiar with the 
polemics of one of the sup- 
posedly responsible and serious 
newspapers in Scotland. Only 
the ‘Scotsman’ has attempted to 
analyse objectively the Nationa- 
lists cause. In this so c^»ecl 
democratic state we the 
nationalists, are partially gag- 
ged. 

Emotive Word 
“The people of Scotland can 

ignore >he description of us as 
separatists, introduced by the 
unionists. This word is ar 
emotive word designed to de- 
ceive, and doubtlessly meant to 
be confused with the word 
‘isolationist.’ Nothing is further 
from the truth. Our aim is to 
participate with the rest of the 
world in a way which is denied 
us with the British framework.” 

There is nothing really new 
under the Highland sun. The 
recent Report of the Wick- 
Thurso Working Party, spon- 
sored by the Highlands Develop, 
mente Board, proposed that ‘a 
University should be commis- 
sioned To investigate the techni- 
cal and economic possibilities of extracting chemicals from peat.’ 

The Working Party also 
mentioned that ‘the extrartion 
of wax from peat would be a 
process worth exploring.’ 

But far from being brand new 
ideas spanking with good indus- 
trial promise, the proposals are 
but an echo if an unusual, per- 
haps unique, activity which the 
people of Lewis witnessed about 
a century ago. 

In 1844, Sir James Matheson, 
ho made a fortune in China, 

bought the island of Lewis for 
£190,000. It was not a great 
bargain. Large areas of peat- 
land, lochs, crofting townships, 
and what amounted to a pauper 
population came into his pos- 
session. But he had ambitions 
for his island, for it had 
plenty of potential. 

'n 1858 one of his retainers 
suggested to him that the peat 
bogs of Lewis could be turned 
into oil, and so a profit. The 
idea was sound enough and it 
appealed to Sir James. 

An experimental plant was 
built in the grounds of the 
newly-erected Lews Castle, to 

by Francis Thompson 
be followed by a more ambiti- 
ous structure on the banks of 
the River Creed. 

It was unfortunate both for 
the idea and Sir James that the 
project brought more trouble 
than profit. The furnaces and 
kilns were not well designed. 
The peat which was being pro- 
cessed gave off poisonous gases 
which not only sickened the 
workmen but had a most dis- 
agreeable smell. And clouds of 
black smoke hung over the 

stage of operation. Every 24 
hours some 18 tons of peat were 
changed into oils, waxes and 
crude hydrocarbons. The success 
led to the erection of a distilling 
plant. 

For more than ten years the 
Works produced some really 
valuable products. One was a 
lubricant for wagon axles and 
heavy machinery. It was so good 
that demand far exceeded 
supply. 

It was a ship’s Captain who 
discovered that peat tar was an 
excellent anti-foulinv grease for 

George Nicholson, Prospective S.N.P. Candidate for Ross and Cromarty with Mrs Nicholson and t his family of four 

Chemical Works, as it was 
called, almost foretelling doom 
to the first truly native industry 
which the island of Lewis had 
ever seen. 

An eminent chemist from 
London was engaged to put the 
project on a proper footing. He 
conducted many experiments to 
confirm that Lewis peat would 
really produce oils, tar and 
waxes. It could, he found, and 
he began to re-design the chemi - 
cal plant necessary to produce 
commercial quantities of these 
by-products. But, however good 
a chemist he was, he failed as 
an engineer. 

Not long after he carried out 
certain changes in the design of 
the kilns there was a terrific 
explosion. It heralded a flight 
of tanks, pipes and bits of 
machinery into the Lewis sky. 
Dishes rattled on tables in 
houses some distance away. It 
was a miracle that no-one was 
killed. The cause was an accu- 
mulation of explosipe gases in 
the condensers which cooled the 

juid products from the peat. The plant was re-built again. 
Sir James Matheson had a 
seemingly bottomless pocket 
and realised that an industrial 
venture must be bom with 
teething troubles. 

By 1861 the plant was in 
operation again. Not altogether 
scccessfully, but reasonably well. 
There was still trougle with 
explosive flue gases. These 
affected the workmen. One con- 
temporary writer said that they 
‘were often to be seen stagger- 
ing about like excursionists in a 
steamer crossing the Minch in a 
stiff gale of wind.’ 

But once it was discovered 
that the waste gases could be 
burnt off, the Lewis Chemical 
Works entered into a productive 

ships’ bottoms. One Liverpool 
chandler even offered to take the 
whole of the output at a good 
price. 

A shale-oil firm in the Loth- 
ians offered to take the crude 
peat tar to refine it along with 
their own products. 

By the 1870s, the Works was 
a European showpiece. Chemists 
from all countries visited the 
plant. One Irishman said that 
if the plant set up by the Irish 
Peat Company’s engineers had 
been as successful as the Lewis 
counterpart, Ireland would have 
been enriched by her peat bogs. 

But, despite the obvious in- 
dustrial and commercial poten- 
tial of the plant, it was not fated 
to survive. For bad management 
resulted in its death by 1874. 
In an effort to recover some of 
the money he had spent on the 
plant. Sir James Matheson sold 
the lot for scrap. 

So ended the urst attempt to 
industrialise Lewis, and to put 
the island’s peat bogs to good 
use and profit. The idea behind 
the Lewis Chemical Works is still feasible. 

We may yet see another plant 
of the same kind. Past history 
is always full of lessons for the 
future. 
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From the Lunatic Fringe,; over to you 
(Continued from Page Six) 

to fail in the long run. The 
adoption of a thoroughgoing English culture by the Scots is a loss not only to Scot- land, but to the rest of the 
world, and not least to Eng- land. 

I do not doubt that politico- 
economists who read this article will describe its con- tents as the woolly-headed 
fulminations of the lunatic fringe. I can only reply that the hard-headed realism of the major political parties has 
robbed Scotland of money, 
enterprise, people, and self- respect. Their myopic and 
materialist policies, based solely on the attainment of 
economic affluence without 
regard to spiritual well-being, have reduced Scotland to a cultural desert, and an eco- 
nomic slum. 

The Scot of past centuries may not have been so affluent 
as his modern counterpart, but there can be little doubt that a cursory examination 
of his literature in Gaelic, Scots, and English will reveal that in most ways he was not only more Scottish, but also 
more European, and certainly more civilised. His breed has been replaced by descendents 
who are, for the most part, 
mere barbarians dwelling in the midst of gadgetry. 

I do not suggest that we throw out all the gadgets, 
although there are many whose absence would be in- 
finitely preferable to their presence. A true patriot, however, ought to have an 

interest in replacing the bar- barism of many alien imports with the civilisation of native 
cultural values. The process 

of Scottigh rehabilitation must include a supply of food for the mind, and as far as Scot- tish minds are concerned, a 
good starting point would be the supplying of Scottish 
schools, and Scottish univer- sities, with the facilities to demonstrate that native cul- ture is a good stepping stone 
to the understanding of other cultures. 

There can be no doubt that such a viewpoint will be howled down by the English 
and the Anglophile as being ‘ inward-looking,’ for in Eng- 
lish controlled establishments only English culture is ‘ out- ward-looking,’ and Fingal, of 
course, must always give precedence to Beowulf. 

Gaelic 
Broadcasts 
Thursday, 21st August 12.00 noon News in Gaelic. 12.05 p.m. Da Cheathramh agus Fonn. Friday, 22nd August 6.30 p.m. Ceilidh from Shawbost, Lewis, with Kenneth D. Smith as your host and with him — Cailleach an Deacoin (Murdo Matheson); Agnes Mac- Aulay; Kathleen Mac- Leod; Anne MacPhail; Donald MacDonald; Kenneth MacLeod; lain MacMillan; Malcolm & Hector MacLeod (re- corded ). Saturday, 23rd August, 11 p.m. ■Se Ur Beatha with Kathleen MacDonald in the second of a series of six programmes featuring her favourite Gaelic songs (recorded) (television). Monday, 25th August 12.00 noon News in Gaelic. 12.05 p.m. Da Cheathramh agus Fonn. 
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CAREFREE CURTAINS 
in ‘Terylene, Silver Seal Net 

Snow-white, opaque, lovely, 'Carefree Curtains’ are made it, 44 sizes to ensure a fitting for any window in your home. 

WIDTH x DEPTH MINI-CHECX: RAMBLING ROSE: 

ALEX CAMERON & CO. 
12-22 HIGH STREET INVERNESS 

contrary. When Roman Catholic 
propagandists are challenged on 
this matter thev are unable to 
produce any evidence that the 
Church of Scotland ever per- 
secuted the Gaelic language. 
Others did so but not the 
Church of Scotland. On the 
contrary the Kirk has done far 
more for Gaelic than all other 
agencies combined. As the pre- 
sent Moderator has said and 
written—the Very Rev. Dr T. 
M. Murchison—‘if the contri- 
bution to Gaelic literature and 
scholarship of ministers and 
members of the Church of Scot- 
land is excluded what is left?’ 
Yours etc., 

THOMAS M. DONN 
The Manse. 

Carr Bridge, Inverness-shire, 
11th August 1969. 

Sir,—I hasten to apologise to 
Mr Dubhglais MacFhearcair— 
and to any other Manx readers 
—for so thoughtlessly referring 
to the three Celtic nations. I am, 
indeed, aware of the pride with 
which the people of Mann have 
cherished their independence 
and Celtic traditions. I can only 
hope that none of my Cornish 
friends become aware of my 
carelessness! Yours etc., 

MISS J. YOUNG 
London, N.W.3. 

Births 
MACINTYRE — At Stobhill General Hospital, Glasgow, on 21st July 1969, to Ian and Helen (nee Cameron), 29 Park Road, Ball- achulish, Argyll, a daughter (Rosalyn Margaret); both well. Sincere thanks to all in attend- ance . 

Marriages 
HENDERSON - MACDONALD — On 23rd July 1969. at St Mary s Church, Griminish. Benbecula. by Rev. Fr. John MacNeill, John, eldest son of the late Mr and Mrs John Henderson, 14 Argyll Terrace, Tobermory, to Agnes Patrona, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs Roderick MacDonald, 8 Torlum, Creagorry, Benbecula. 

Deaths 
MACLEOD — At the Victoria In- firmary, Glasgow, on 28tb July 1969, Murdo Macleod, LL.B. (In- spector, City of Glasgow Police), dearly beloved husband of Ann and father of Dolina, Donald, William and Malcolm, 15 Kings- park Avenue, Glasgow, S.4. No letters please. 
MACPHEE — At the Long Island Hospital, Lochmaddy, North Uist, on 11th July 1969, Flora Macphee, Gramsdale, Benbecula, South Uist, aged 84 years, R.I.P. 
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