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GIL BLAS of Santiilane. 
BOOK VII. 

CHAP. I. 
‘The amours of Gil Bias and dame Lercnja Sefaora. 

Went accordingly to Xelva, to mak<- pf reftitution o( the three thousand du Q. I ^ cats, which we had ftole from Sa- 
Tt> j muel Simon; and wiil freely own. SL.^23sijM( that I was tempted on the road to convert the money to my own ufe, in order to begin my ftewardfhip under happy ao- fpices. This I might have done with impunity ; for, had I travelled five or fix days, and then re- turned, as if I had acquitted myfelf of my com- Vol.III, B million, 
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The ADVENTURES of 
jnifTion, Don Alphonfo and his father would never j have fufpefted my fidelity. I did not yield, how- ' ever, to the temptation, which t furmounted like a ! 

lad of honour: a viflory not a little comniendable 1 

in a young .fellow, who had affikiated with great J cheats. There are a great many, who, though ac- 1 quainted with honeft people only, ire not fo fcru- pulous; thofe, efpecially, who are entrufted with ^ums which they may keep, without intereftjng their reputation. Having made reftitutwn to the merchant, who .cxpedfed nothihg lefs,rJl returned to the callle of Leyva, which the count de Polan having left, had fet out again for Toledo, with Julia and Don Fer- nand. 1 found my new mailer more captivated than ever with Seraphina, his Seraphina enchanted by him, and Don Ctefar charmed by the pofleflion of them both. I endeavoured to gain the friend- fhip of that tender father, and fucceeded : I be- came fteward of the family, regulated every thing in it, received money from the farmers, difburfed for the expence of houfe-keeping, and had a defpotic power over all the fervants. But, con- trary to the ufual praftice of ftewards, I did not abuie my power, I did not turn away thofe Ido- meftics who difpleafed me, nor eXpefted that the reft ftiould be entirely devoted fo my will; if they addrefled themfelves diredlly to Don Caefar, or his fon, when they wanted any favour, far from thwart- ing their imereft, I always fpoke in their behalf; befides, the marks of affedtion which I every mo- ifient received from my mafters; infpired me with zeal for their fervice ; and I had (nothing but their intereft in view. There was no legerdemain in my adminiftiation; and l was fuel) a fteward as is not every day to be met with. 



GIL B L A S. 3 
While 1 enjoyed the happinefs of my coadition, love, as if he had been jealous of what fortune had done for me, had a mind that I fhould owe fome favours to him alfo 5 arid produced in the heart of dame Lorenca Sephora, chief waiting- woman to Seraphina, a violent inclination for mailer Steward. My cpnqueft (to relate things like a faithful hiftorian) glanced upon her fiftieth year j but a lively look, an agreeable countenance, and two fine eyes, which (he knew how to ufe to the bed advantage, might be faid to make her Itill'pafs for the objeft of an intrigue. I could have wiihed only for a few rofes in her complexion, for fhe was extiemely pale; a circumftance which I did not fail to attribute to the audetiity of celi- bacy. The lady praflifed upon me a long time, by looks, in which her pafiion was painted: but in- flead of anfwering her glances, I at firft feemed net to perceive her defign; by which behaviour, I appeared to her as a novice in gallantry; a dif- covery that fhe did not diilike. Imagining, there- fore, that fhe ought no longer to confine herfelf to the language of the eyes, with a young man whom fhe believed lefs knowing than he was; during the very firft converfation we had together, fhs declared her fentiments in form, that 1 might not be ignorant of them for the future. This file per- formed like one who had been at fiihool. She feigned to he difconcerted while file fpoke to me, and after having freely expreffed all that fhe had to fay, hid her face, to make me believe fhe was afhamed of letting me fee her weaknefs. There was no refilling; and though I was determined more by vanity than inclination, 1 ftiewed my- felf very fenfible of her aftedlion : I even af- B z Itifted 



4 The ADVENTURES of 
fefled to be urgent, and afled the paflionate lover fo well, that I attracted her reproaches. Lorenca reproved me, but with fo much gentlenefs, that while (he recommended moderation to me, (he feemed not at all forty at my want of it. I (hould have pulhed things (till farther, if the beloved ob- jeft had not been afraid of giving me a bad opi- nion of her virtue, by granting me a viftory too .cheap. We therefore parted till another occaflon ; Sephota, perfuaded that her falfe refiftance made m* look upon her as a veftal, and I, elevated with the fweet hope of bringing the adventure foon to a conclufion. My affairs were in this fituation, when one of Don Caefar’s lacquies, told me a piece of news which moderated my joy. This young fellow was one of thofe curious domeftics, who make it their bufinefs to difcover what palfes in the family. As he was very affiduous in paying his court to me, and regaled me every day with fomething new ; he came one morning, and told me, that he had made a .pleafant difcovery, which he would com- municate to me, on condition that I (hould keep it fecret; becaufe it regarded dame Lorenja Se- phora, whofe refentment (hefaid) he was afraid of incurring. I was too eager to hear what he had to fay, not to promife fecrecy ; but without feeming to be in the leaft concerned, I afked him, with all the indifference I could affeft, what the difcovery was with'which he intended to entertain me? Lorenja, (faid he) every evening, pri- vately admits into her apartment the furgeon of the village, a very (lout young fellow, and the rogue always remains with her a confiderable time. J am willing to believe (added 15e, with a fatiri- cal fmile) that this behaviour may be very in- nocent } 



C I L B L A S. 5 
tiocent; but you muft allow, that a young man, who flips fo myfterioufly into a maid’s chamber, gives a handle to Scandal to be very free with her charadfer.” Although tliis report gave me as much pain, as if 1 had been adtualiy in love, I took care to con- ceal my vexation; I even conftramed mjfelf fo much, as to laugh at the news that pierced me to the very foul. But I indemnified myfelf for that conftraint, as foon as I faw myfelf alone. I cwrfed, I fwore, and mufed upon the refolution I fhould take. Sometimes, defpifrng Lorenja, I pro- pofed to abandon her, without even deigning to come to an explanation with the coquette; and forr.etimes, imagining that 1 was bound in honour to banifh the furgeon from the houfe, I formed the defign of challenging him to fingle combjt. This lalf refolution prevailed : I lay- in ambufh towards the evening, and fure enough perceived my man enter with a myfterious air into the apartment of *ny duenna. This was neceflary to fupport my fury : 1 went out of fhe caftle, and ported my- felf on the road by which the gallant mufl return: here 1 waited for him without flinching, and every moment the defire of fighting with him increafed. At length, my enemy appeared, and I went for- wards feme yards like a Drawcanfir ; but I don't hnow how the devil it happened, I found myfelf all of a fudden feized, like one of Homer’s heroes, -with an emotion of fear that arrefted my fteps; and I flood as much confounded as Paris, when he prefen ted himfelf to fight Menelaus. I began to con- fidcr my man, who feemed ftrong and vigorous; and his fword appeared to be of an exceflive length. All this had its effeft upon me ; neverthelefs, out of a point of honour, or otherwife, though 1 faw the 



The ADVENTURES of 
danger with magnifying eyes; and in fpite of nature^ which made obftinate efforts to make me defift, I had the boldnefs to advance towards the furgeon^ and unfheath my rapier. Surprized at my aftion, he cried, “ What is the matter, Mr. Gil Bias ? what is the meaning of thefe dcmonftrations ? You 'are pleafed to be merry, I fuppofe.^ “(No, Mr. Barber, (I replied) you are miltaben I am in a very ferious humour, and want to know whether or not you are as brave as gallant. You muft not expefl that I will let your poffefs in tranquility the favours of the lady whorrfc you vifit at the caftle.” “ By St. Come * ! (faid the furgeon, burfting into a loud laugh) here is-a pleafant adventure. Egad, appearances are very- deceitful.” Bfrom. thefe words imagining that he was as little inclined to fight as I, I became more infolent, and faid, “ Friend, that won’t pafs y. don’t think that I will be fatisfied with a fimple denial.” ‘‘ I fee then, (.anfwered he),- that I ftiali be obliged to fpeak, in order to prevent the rruf- chief which might happen to you or me; and I mull- reveal a fecret, akhough people of our profefiion cannot be too difcreet. If Dame Lorent a. admits me by ftealth into her apartment, it is with, a view of concealing her diftemper from the fer- vants: flie has an inveterate cancer in her back, winch 1 drefs every evening. This is the caufe o£ the vifits which alarm you ; fothat ycu may hence- forth keep your heart at eafe. Though (added he) if you are not fatisfied with this declaration, but- abfclutely bent upon coming to points, fpeak the word ; I am your man.” So faying, he drew his long rapier, which made me fhiver; and put him- * St. Come was a phyfician and martyr ; therefore not improperly invoked by the furgeon. 



felf upon his guard. “ Enough', (faid I to him, . Aeathing my fword) I am not a brute, to refufeto hear reafon: after what you have told me, you are no longer me enemy; let us embrace.” At this f' jdifcourfe, which (hewed him that I was not fuch a ^ -devil as I at firft appeared to be, he laughed, put iUp his rapier, gave me bis hand; and, in (hort, we parted the heft friends in the world. From that moment, Sephora prefented nothing hut difagreeable ideas to my imagination : I avoided f every opportunity (he gave me Of converfing with • her in private; and that with fuch care and af- feftation, that (he perceived my (difguft. Afto- nilhed at fuch a change, (he refolved to know the caufe; and at length, finding an occafion to fpeak with me apart, “ Mr. Steward, (faid (he) pray tell me, why you avoid the fight of me ? ’Tis true, 1 made feme advances, but you made fuitable •returns. Recolleft, if you pleafe, the private con- verfation we had together: you was then all fire, hut now you are all ice. What is the meaning of all this ?” This was a very delicate queftion for a plain man; confequently, it embarrafied me not a little. I don’t remember the anfwer 
t which I made; but it difpleafed very much, and that was enough. Sephora, though by her fweet modeft air, one would have taken her for a lamb, was a very tygrefswhen her wrath prevailed. “ I thought (faid (he, darting at me a lock full *f fpite and rage) that I did a great deal of honour to a little fellow like you, in difeovering to him thofe fentiments which noble cavaliers would have gloried in exciting: but I am juflly punifhed for having unworthily abafed them to a wretched ad- i venturer.” Had (he flopped here, I (hculd have thought myfelf cheaply quit. Her tongue, obe- 



8 The ADVE NTU RE S of i 
dient to her fury, honoured me with an hundred^ epithets, every one more bitter than another. I ought to hdve heard them in cold blood, andrefleftedj that in difdaining the triumph of her virtue, win cl* l had attempted, 1 committed a crime that noj woman can forgive. But l was top paffiooare tot bear reproaches,, at which a fenfihie man, in mjr place, woulcf have laughed : and my patience for-i faking me, “ Madam, (faid I) we ought not to de- fpife any body : if thofe noble cavaliers, of whonir you fpeak, had feen your back, X am fure their: curiofity would have proceeded no farther.” I had: no fooner uttered this repartee, than the furious- duenna gave me the rudeft box on the ear, that ever an affronted woman bellowed. I did not waie‘ for a fecondy but, by a fpeedy flight, avoided! a flio wer of blows, that would certainly have fallen ' upon my carcafe. f I thanked heaven when f found myfelf extrir - cated-out of this troublefome affair{ and imagined 1 X had nothing more to fear, fusee the lady had re- venged lierfelf. X thought that, for her own honour,, | fhe would nev«r mention the adventure ; and indeed-, 1 

fifteen days elapfed before 1 hoard any thing of the matter. I ihyfelf began to forget it, when X under- ; 

flood that Sephora was ill : I was humane enough ; to be afflifled at the news: I pitied the lady j and believing that, not being able to overcome a paffionr fo ill requited, fhe had fallen a vj£Hm to her un- happy love: I refle£led with forrow, that I wa* the capfe of her indifpofition, and at lead lamented the duenna, if I could not Jove her. How much was I miflaken in my opini'on ! her tendernefs changed into hate, and at that time, her whole fludy was to-do me mifehief. 
One 







fe I L B L A S. 
One morning, being alone with Don Alpbon- fo, and obferving that young gentleman peoliwe and fad, I begged, in a refpe£tful manner, to know the caufe. “ I am chagrined, faid he, ro find Seraphina weak, ungrateful, and unjud. You are aftomlhed at this information, added he, per- ceiving that 1 Jiftened with furprize, and .yet no- thing is more true. I don’t know what caufe yott may have given dame Loren; a to hate you j hut you are alfuiedly become fo odious to her, that if you don’t leave the caftle with the nt- moft difpatch, her death, (he fays, will be inevita- ble. You ought not to doubt that deraphina, who has a regard for you, at firft revolted againft a hate which (he could not gratify, without in- juftice and ingratitude. But, in fhort, (he is a woman : (he has a tender affedlion for Sephora, who brought her up ; and that governante is a fort of a mother to her, whofe death (he woulH reproach herfelf with, if the was not weak enough to fatisfy this her defire. As for my part, not- withftanding the love that attaches me to Sera- phina, I (hall never have the bafe complaifance to adhere to her fentiments on this fubjoH:. Pend! all the duennas in Spain, before 1 < onfent to the ' removal of a young man whom I confider more as a brother than a domefiic.” Alphonfo having fpoke thus, I faid to him, “ Signior. I am born to be the fport of fortune ': I thought (he would have ceafed ro perfecute me in yohr houfe, where every thing flattered me with quiet and happy days : but how agreeable foevef my (ituation may be, I find I muft give it up." “ Not at all! cried the generous fon of Don Cre- far, leave me to make Seraphina hear reafon : it (hall never be faid, that you have been facrifictd to Voi. HI. C lht» 



The ADVENTURES of 
jhe caprice of a duenna, to whom too much coq- fideration has been paid in other refpedts.” “ Sir, faid I, you will only provoke Seraphina, in refifting her will. I had much rather retire, than by a longer flay in this place, run the rifle of breeding any divifion between fucb a happy pair : that would be a misfortune for which I ihould ne- ver be confoled.” Don Alphonfo forbad me to take any fuch refo- Jution ; and 1 faw him fo fixed in the defign of fup- , porting me, that Lorenja would undoubtedly have : met with a rebuff, if I had been minded to oppofe her. At certain times, being piqued againft the duenna, I was tempted to expofe her ; but when I came to confider, that in revealing her fhame, t fhould flab the heart of a ||>oor creature whofe in- (difpofition I was the occafion of j and that two incurable diftempers vifibly conduced her to the ^rave, my refentment was changed into compaf- j fion ; and I concluded, that fince I was fuch a ! dangerous mortal, I ought in confeience to re-efta- ' blifli, by my retreat, the tranquillity of the caftle. ? This refolution I executed the very next morning before day, without bidding adieu to my two » mafters, left, through friendfhip for me, they j fhould oppofe my departure. I contented rnyfelF. with leaving in my chamber a writing, wherein was contained an exadl account of my admini- 5 ^ration. 

g K A P. 
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CHAP. II. 

’The fate of Gil Bias, after be~quitted the cajlle of Leyva, and the happy confequence that attended the bad fuccefi | • of hh amours. 
T Was mounted on a good horfe of my own, A with two hundred piftoles in my portmanteau, the beft part of which I had got by the banditti whom we flew, and the fhare of the three thou- fand ducats which had been ftolen from Samuel Simon ; for Don Alphonfo, without making me 

r reftore what I had fingered, had made reftitution of the whole fum out of his own pocket. Where- fore, confldering my effefls as wealth become law- ful, I enjoyed it without fcruple. 1 was in pof- fefiion of a fund, therefore, which did not allow , me to be much concerned for the future, over > and above the confidence which one of my age al- ways has in his own merit: befides, Toledo pre-' fented an agreeable afylum: for I did not at all doubt that the Count de Polan would be pleafed with an opportunity of obliging one of his deliverers with a kind reception, and an apartment in his houfe. But this nobleman I looked upon as my laft re- fource, and fefolved, before I fhould apply to him, to fpend part of my money in travelling through the kingdoms of Murcia and Grenada, which I longed particularly to fee. With this defign, I fet put for Alnfanfa,. whence continuing 1 my journey, I went from city to city, as far a£ y Grenada*, without meeting with any bad accident. Fortune, fatisfied with having played me fo many 
* Grenada, the capital of the kingdom that bears » the fame name, is the largeft and moft pleafant city S in Spain, built on the batiks of the river Darro ; nhe N feat of a famous univerlity, and fee of'an archbilhop. C a tricks, 

ft 



IX The AD VE NTU.RE S of 
tricks, feemed willing at length to leave me in quiet j but for all that, (he was then hatching a great many more, as will be feen in the fequel. One of the fit ft perfons I met in the ftreets of Grenada, was Signior Don Fernand de Leyva, who was, as well as Don Alpbonfo, fon-in-law to the count de Po- lar). We were equally furprized, at feeing one an- other in that place. “ pil Bias, cried he, l.ow OOme youto be in this city? What bufinefs brings ' you hither ?” “ Sigriior, faid I, if you are afto- j nilhed to fee me in this- country, you will be j much more fo, when you hear ihe caufe of my | quitting the fervice of Signior Don Csefar and his ! fon.” Then 1 recounted all that had paffed be- i tween Sephora and me, without the leaft difgUife. i He laughed heartily at the adventure ; then grow- ! ing ferious again, “ Friend, fajd he, I offer you my mediation in this affair, and will write to my ^ lifter-in-law.” “ By no means, Signior, faid I, | interrupting him, pray don’t write; fori did not | leave the caftle of Leyva with any intention to re- ; turn. Make, if you pieafe, another ufe of the re- ; gard you have forme ; and if any one of your friends ^ has occafion "for a fecretary or fteward, I beg you : will fpeak to him in my favour. I dare affure : j you, that you (liall have no caufe to repent of your recommendation.” “ With all my heart, he re- 1 plied; I will do what you defire. I am come to Grenada to vifit an old aunt, who is lick; and I lhall ftay here three weeks longer ; at the end of > which, I (hall fet out on my return to my caftle of ) Lorqui, where I have left Julia. I lodge here, added he, (hewing me a houfe about an hundred yards " from us, come and call for me feme hours hence; ) by which time, perhaps, I lhall have difeovered feme fuitable poft for you,” And 



And indeed, at our very next meeting, he faid, “ The archbifhop of Grenada, my kinfman and friend, wants a young man of letters, pofieffed of a good hand, to make fair copies of his writings: for he is a great author, has compofsd a vaft number of ho- milies, and ftudies more every day, which he pro- nounces with applaufe. As I believe you are fuch an one as he wants, I propofed you to him, and he has promifed to take you into his fervice. Go, and prefent yourfelf to him, in my name; and you may judge, by the reception which you (hall receive, whe- ther or not I have fpoke in your behalf.” This was juft fuch a place as I delired : where- fore, having drefled to the beft advantage, in or- der to appear before that prelate, I repaired one morning to the archbilhop’s palace. Here, was I to imitate the authors of romance, I fhould give a pompous defcription of this epifcopal palace of Grenada: I would enlarge upon the ftruflure of the building, extol the richnefs of the furniture, defcribe the ftatues and piiftures, and not fpare the reader the leaft tittle of the ftories they reprefented: but I fhall content myfelf with obferving, that it equalled the royal palace in magnificence. I found in the apartments a croud of ecclefiaf- ticks, and gentlemen of the fword, the greateft part whereof were the officers of his grace: his almoners, his gentlemen, his ufhers, and valets de chambre. The laity were, almoff all, fo fuperbly dreffed, that one would have taken them for no- blemen rather than domeftics, by their haughty looks, and affeiftation of being men of conf?- quence. While I beheld them, I could not help laughing, and ridiculing them within myfelf. “ Egad, faid 1, thefe people are very happy in bearing the yoke of fervitude without feeling it ; C 3 for. 
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for, in (horr, if they felt it, I imagine that their behaviour would be lefu afiTumiog.” Addrefling my- felf to a grave jolly perfonaee, that (food at the door of the archbiihop’s clofet, in order to open ahd-fliutit when there as occafion; I afked civilly, if I could not fpeak with his grace. Wait, faid he drily, till his grace comes out to go to mafs, and he wilt-give yOu a moment’s audience in palling. I armed myfelf with patience, and endeavoured to enter into converfatidn with fome of the officers; bnt they began to examine me from head to foot, without deigning to fpeak one fyllable ; and then looking at one ahot! er, finding with difdain at the liberty which I had taken, to mingle in their dif- c urfe. 1 was, I own, quite difconcerted at feeing myfelf treated in this manner by valets ; and had fcarce recolle&ed myfelf from the confufion in which I Was, when the clofet-dtjor opened, and the arch- bilhop appeared. Immediately a profound fflencc prevailed among his officers, who, all of a fudden, laid afide their infofeftt carriage, and aifumed a refpefiful look in prefence of their mafter. This prelate was in his hxty-ninthyear, pretty much of the make of my un- cle the canon Gil Perez; that is, plump and ftiort: he was very much bandy-legged into the bargain, and fo bald, that he had only a fmall tuft of hair re- maining on the back part of his head ; for which rea- fon, he was obliged to cover his head in a fine woolen cap with long ears. In fpite of all that, 1 obferved in him the air of a man of quality; doubtlefs, be- caufe I knew him to be one. We common people Id k upon all your great noblemen with a prepof- fiffion that often gives them an air of greatnefs which ngture has refufed. The ■7 
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The archbiftiop immediately advancing towards me, afked what I wanted, with a voice fuil of- fweetnefs : and I told him, that I was the young man of whom Don Fernand de Leyva had fpoke to him. He gave me no time to proceed ; but cried, “ Oh ! you are the perfon then of whom he fpoke fo handfomely. I retain you in my fervice: you are a valuable acquifition. You may ftay whereyou are.” So faying, he went out, fupponed by two ufhers,- after having heard fome clergymen, who had fome-. thing to communicate. Scarce was he out of the room, when the fame officers who difdained my con- vcrfation, now courted it. They furrounded me, and. with the utmoft complaifance expreffed their joy at feeing me become a commenfal officer of the palace. Having beard what their mafter faid to me, they had a longing defire to know on what footing I was retained ; but I was fo malicious as to baulk their curiofity, in revenge for their contempt. His grai^e returning in a little time, made me follow him into his clofet, that he might talk with me in private. I concluded, that his defign in fo doing, was to try my underftanding ; and, accor- dingly, kept myfelf on my guard, and was refolved to weigh every word before I (hould fpeak it. He firft of all examined me, on what is called huma- nity ; and I did not anfwer amifs : he had occafion to fee, that I was pretty well acquainted with the Greek and Latin authors. He then put me upon logic, where I expe&ed him, and found me quite mafter of that fubjeft. “ Your educa- tion, faid he to me with fome furprize, has not been neglefled : let us now fee your hand-wri- ting.” I thereupon took out of my pocket a fheet, which I had brought for the purpofe ; and the prelate feemed very well pleafed with my per- formance. 
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formahce. “ I am fatisfied with you hand, cried he, and ftill more with your underftanding. I ftiall thank my nephew Don Eernand for having given Hie fuch an able young man, W'hom X look upon as a real prefent.” Being interrupted by the arrival Of fome noble- men of Grenada, who came to dine with the arch- bilhop, I lett them together, and withdrew among the officers, who were quite profufe in their com- plaifance to me. I went to dinner with them at the ufual time; and if they obferved me at table, I did net fail to examine them alfo. What fagacity there is in the exteriors of churchmen ! To me they appeared all faints j fo much w^s my mind over-awed by the place where X was : and I did not fp much as fufpedi, that there could be any falfe money in the cafe j as if no fuch thing was ever feen among the princes of the church. Being feated by an old valet tie chambre, whofe name was Melchior de la Ronda, he took great caye to help me to the choice bits j and this at- tention which he exprefled for me, infpiring me with a refpeft for him, he was charmed with my polite behaviour, “ Signior cavalier, faid he foftly to me, after dinner, I want to have fome private converfation with you.” At the fame time, he carried me to a part of the palace, where nobody could overhear us ; and there talked to me in this manner: “ Son, from the vety firft moment in which I faw you, I felt an inclination for you : of this I will give you'a certain proof, by imparting fomething which may be of great ad- vantage to you. You are here in a family, where true and falfe devotees live pell-mell ; fo that it wiil be an infinite time before you can, of yomfelf, he acquainted with the ground. But I will fpaie ’you 
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you fufh a tedious and difagreeable ftudy, by dif- covering the charadlers of both ; after which, you may the more eafily cortdudl yourfelf. I will begin (added he) with his grace, who is a very pious prelaie, inceffantly employed in edi- fying and reforming his people, by fermons of his own compofition, full of excellent morals. He quitted the court about twenty years ago, in order to devote himfelf entirely to his zeal lor his flock. He is a learned man and a great orator, whofe foie plcafure confifts in preaching, and his hearers are ravifhed with admiration. Perhaps there is a little vanity in the cafe: but befides that it does not belong to man to penetrate the heart; it would be ungrateful in me to inquire into the faults of a perfon whofe bread I eat. If I was permitted to difapprove of any thing in my mafter, I would blame his feverity. Inftead of making an allowance for eccleflaflical foibles, he punilhes them with too much rigour : in particular, he perfecutes, without mercy, thofe who, relying on their innocence, at'empt to juftify themfelves in a legal manner, in contempt of his authority. I obferve another fault which is common to him with a great many people of quality: although he loves his dome- ftics, he makes no conflderation for their forvi- ces; but lets them grow old, without ever think- ing of procuring for them fome fmall fettlrment. If he gives them gratifications fometimes, they owe them folely to the goodnefs of fomebody who has fpoken in their behalf: for it would never come into his head to provide for them otherwife.” This is what the old valet de chambre told me of his mafter; and he afterwards communicated his thoughts of the clergymen with whom we had dined: pi£tures which but ill agreed with their external 
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external deportment. Indeed he did not reprcfen'C them as dithoneft men, but only as bad piietts j excepting fome, however, whofe virtue he very much extolled. I was no longer at a lofs how to regulate my features among thofe gentleman : that. very evening, at fupper, 1, like them, adumed a fage afpedf ; a talk that cofts nothing: fo that we muft not wonder that there are fo many hypocrites in the world, 

CHAP. HI. 
GiJ Bliis becomes the favourite of the arcbbijhop, and the canal of bis bounty. 
T Had been in the afternoon, to fetch my baggage and horfe from the inn where I had lodged ; af- ter which I returned to fupper at the palace, where I found a very handfome chamber, and a down-bed, prepared forme. His grace ordered me to be call- ed early next morning j and gave me a homily to tranfcribe, injoining me to copy it with all pof- fible exaflnefs. This I performed minutely, with- out having forgot either accent, point, or comma ; fo that the joy he exprefled was mingled with fur- prize. “ Good heaven ! (cried he in a tranfport, when he had furveyed all the Iheets of my copy) was ever any thing feen fo correfl: ? You tran- fcribe fo well, that you muft certainly underftand grammar.—Tell me ingenuoufly, my friend, have you found nothing that fhocked you in wilting it over? Some negledV, perhaps, in the ftile, or im- proper term ?” “ O, Sir, (anfwered I, with an air of modefty) I ami not learned enough to make critical obfervations ; and if I was, I am perfua- ded that the works of your grace would efcape my cenfure.” The prelate foiled at my rePl>’ (» 



G I L B L A S. r9 and though he faid nothing, difcovered through all his piety, that he was a downright author. By this kind of flattery, I entirely gained his good graces, became more and more dear to him every day ; and at length underftood from Don Fernand, who vifited him very often, that I was fo much beloved, I might look upon my fortune as already made. This my mafter himfelf con- fhmed to me, a little time after, on the following occafion. One evening he repeated in his clofet, when I was prefent, with great enthufiafm, an homily which he intended to pronounce the next day in the cathedral ; and not fatisfied with alking my opinion of it in general, obliged me tft Angle out the particular paflages which I moft admired. I had the good luck to mention thofe that he him- felf looked upon to be the beft, his own favourite morceaus: by which means I pafled, in his judg- ment, for a man who had a delicate knowledge of the true beauties of a work. “ This is (cried he) what is called having tafte and fentiment! Well, friend, I aflure thee thou haft not got Boeotian ears.’4 

In a word, he was fo well fatisfied with me, that he pronounced with fome vivacity, “ Gil Bias, henceforth give thyfelf no uneafinefs about thy for- tune : 1 undertake to make it extremely agreeable : I love thee ; and as a proof of ray aflfeflion, make thej my confident.” I no fooner heard thefe words, than I fell at his grace’s feet, quite penetrated With gratitude: I heartily embraced his bandy legs, and looked upon myfelf as a man on the high-way to wealth and opulence. “ Yes, my child, (refumed the arch- bifhop, vvhofe difeourfe had been interrupted by my proftration) thou (halt be the repofifory of my moft fecict thoughts. Liften with attention to 
whsf 
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what I am going to fay : my chief pleafure confift* in preaching j the Lord gives a blefling to my ho- milies : they touch the hearts of Tinners, make them ferioufly refleil on their'conduit, a-nd have recourfe to repentance. I have fometimes the fatis- fadtion to fee a mifer, terrified by the images which I feprefent to his avarice, open his treafures, and fquander them with a prodigal hand. I have aifo tore, as it were, the epicurean from his pleafures* filled hermitages with the fons of ambition, and confirmed in her duty the wife who has been lhaken by the allurements of a feducing lover. Thefe converfions, which are frequent, ought of themlelves to excite my ftudy i nevertheless, I will confefs my weaknefs; I propofe to myfelf another reward, a reward which the delicacy Of my virtue reproaches me with in vain 1 1 mean the efteem that the world (hews for fine polifhed wri- tings The honour of being reckoned a perfect orator has charmed my imagination : my perform- ances are thought equally ftrong and delicate; but I would of all things, avoid the fault of good au- tfiOrs, who write too long, and retire without for- 1 

feiting the leaft tittle of my reputation. Where- fore, my dear Gil Bias, (continued the prelate) 1 

one thing that I exa<ft of thy Zeal is, whenever thou (halt perceive my pen fmack of old age, and ; my genius flag, don’t fail to advertife me of it; for I don’t truft to my own judgmenr, which may be feduoed by felMove. That obfervation muif proceed from a difinterefted underftanding, and j I make choice of thine, which I know is good ; refolved to (land to thy decifion." “ Thank = heaven. Sir, (faid I) that period is far off: be- | fides, a genius like that of your grace will pre- ferve its vigour much better than any other ; or, 1 
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■tofpMfc more juftly, will be always the.famej I look upon you as another cardinal Xtmenes, whole fupe- ■rior genius, inftead of being weakened by age, feemed to.receive nearftrength from it.” “No flattery, friend, (faid he, interrupting me) I knoy/ I am liable to fink all at once : people at my age begin to feel infirmities, and. the infirmities of the body often affett the underftanding. I repeat it to thee aga'in, -Gil Bias, as foon as thou (halt judge mine in the leaft impaired, be fare to give me ■notice j and be not afraid of fpeaking freely and fm- cerely, for I fhall receive thy advice as a mark of thy affecHon. Befides, thy intereft is concerned j -if unhappily for thee, it ftiould come to my ears, that the public fays my difeourfes have no longer their wonted force, and that it is high time for me to repofe myfelf; I frankly declare, that thou (halt lofe my friendfhip, as well as the fortune J have promifed. Such will be the fruit of thy foolifh Teferve." Here my patron left off fpeaking, in. order to hear my reply ; which was, a promife to behave 'according to his defire. From that moment ha concealed nothing from me, I became his favourites an event which none of his domeflics, except Melchior debt Ronda, could perceive without envy. ■It was a diverting feene to behold the manner in which the gentlemen and fquires then lived witli th« confidant of his grace : they were not afhamed to be guilty of grovelling meanneffes, in order to captivate my good will. I could fcarce believe they were Spaniards; though I did them go«d of- fices, without being the dupe of . their felfifh com- plaifance. His grace the archbifhop, at my re- queft, exerted himfelf in their favour i to one he procured a company, and put him in a condition Vet JII, D t* 
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4o hialte a 'ffgifrft.. i» 'the. i’rmy , ’ 'Another he feilti to Mexico; to ta-kd^offeihon of a confiderable port •Vfhich'lie had obtained for him ; apd iny fricndi ■-ilefchioV/' through' my fn^ans,. eaioyed; a band-t ■fome gratification. This cohdefcenfion,convinced! ane, ’thac thOijgh theapfelate.did.aiot.antidpate ped-; •pie’s defires, h= rarely, refufed any favour that was aiked. ■ feiftowhaf. Irthdifor a certain.-prieft; deferves, ifti 5*ny-opinion,1 wr bt told t bnd dhy..a .licentiate, -twhofis name was Lewis.Garcia, a young man of-a Ivery good appearance, was prefented to me by our- cftevVard-yawho-fald,.£< Signior-Gili Bias, tbis.honeift’ .clergytftaW is i«te bf my beft ^-ielnds.;! heisjva&xhap^ ‘lain of a nonhery£; and'. his vir^ufe his npt efcaped: sfcandal ‘' foKjerpeople have dorue'him ill. otfiees with, i chis gtaee, i«vha has fufpfended him, and- iSAmhap- Cpily fo'JRwwh prejudiced againft:him,i that he writ tlilW'tiO'ilo'lftiUditation in.-his' behalf.:. We have em-. ployed, to no purpofe, all the perfons of rank in i <Grehadaf ito.beg that hbimayi be re-etlahiulved j ibub i rpur rriafter 'is quite indexible." >■ - . > ! o Gefitlemnay ^faid I) you have pone die wrong t^ay to tvork p it wbuldi:have been-‘betterjfor Mr. : licentiate-if na folicitatien had bdeWmades.forriMi I •their endeavours to-ferve him, they! hive done 'him •». manifell injury. J am well, acquainted ;\vith hisj; ‘grace'f intreaties and recomtnenditions ierve o*ly Ito aggravate, -m liis opinion, the,'fault-of an cede- • ‘fiafijtl.to Jt-wastbut t other.diy I heard him fey <to! • :bift»f<flf,t. Jf.ThAinere p: ople a prieft, wthcuhas been) -gu'hg'of irtegdl^Tity, engage? tto fpeakCtonst&iq his : behalf,“ the more , isuthl fcandal <dugntd«J*d, and tbe mordifeverity ilo 1 exerate.’1 ffrihat is uhT; fortfin.-rtt, (repliidvtHe ftevidrd)! and my friend would'he 'v*iy::muchi ehibarmjicdfcitfi he-was not a .III .bWed • 



biefled- will) ra gp0d„ band : happily Jor iim, be Wiles' to. adnairaijan ; and, by Uie hffp of that talent, ketpa hbrifelf out of difficuldies.” I wa», g cprious tp leedf thi* writing, fo nincl^exfoiled, was. much beltep lhan tny o>wn'! andjjje licsfltiate, who < had a fpecimeo* in .hi? popkel, ihewed rme a page_ that I .adtnjrfidi very muph,; for 1 it Jooiced like a \yriting,-ma!>er*S copy. Whi e I confidertd this beautiful performance, a thought coming into my , head,- I defired Garcias tp leav^ the, paper,,.telling, him that I might poffibly make feme ufe of it, that would twrt out to, his advantage 5 that 1 could not. explain, tnyfelf at - that-tiipe, biit would next day tell ihtst more of the matter, 'flip, .licentiate, to, whom,-in all probability, the lie ward. had made an elogium ofjny-genius, withdrew as much fatis.^ ^ fipd, .a*, if he had been already re-inrtated in his ; office. : l.was truly defirous that Re might; be fo j : and that fame day laboured for him in the follow--, irig maisner: being alone with the archbilhoR, I .Ihewed him the writing, of Garcias, with which my patron feemed quite charmed : thetv laying . hold of the, opportunity, “ Sir, (faid I to him.) lince you won’t caufe your homilies to be printe^, , I wilh they were at leaft written in this hand.’.’ ,, “vl am fawsfied with thine, (anfwered the prelate^) , but 1 own I Ihpuld not. be forry to have a copy of my works an, that hand.”- “ Your grace (,,! replied) his nothing to do but fpeak : the man who paints fo well is a licentiate of my-acquaintance, who will be ravifhed to- do that fervice for you ; the more, becaufe by thefe means he may interell your good nets, in extricating.him from the melan- choly fituation in which he has the misfortune to ho at prefent.” 
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The prelate-did not faii to ask the name of the litent ate : upon which I faid, “ He is called Lewie Garcias, and is in defpair on account of having incurred your difydeafure.” “ That Garcias (faid he, interrupting me) was, if I am not miftaken, chaplain to a convent of nuns, and lies under the cenfure of the church : I remember feme informa- tions that I received againft him : his morals a re- but indifferent.” “ Sir, (ftid I, interrupting him in my turn) I will not undertake to juftify him ; but I-know he has enemies; and pretends, that the authors of thefe informations which yoU have feen, \V<ere more bent upon doing him ill offices, than on telling the truth.” “ That may be, (replied the afchbifhop) there are abundance of very dangerous difpofitions in this world. Befides, granting that bis conduit has not always been irreproachable, he may have repented of his mifbehaviour ; and in fhort, there is mercy for every tranfgreflion. Bring the licentiate hither, I take offhis fufpenfion.’* Thus it is, that the moft fevere men abate of their feverity, when more dear felf-intereft is con- cerned. The arch-bifhop granted, without diffi- culty, to the vain pleafure of having his works well ■writ, that which he had refufed to the moft power- ful felicitations. I carried the news immediately to the fteward, who imparted them to his friend Garcias, who the very next day, coming to make an acknowledgment of thanks fuitableto the favour obtained, I prefented him to my mafter, who con- tented himfelf with reprimanding him flightly, and gave him the homilies to tranferibe. Garcias acquitted himfelf fo well, that he was re-efta- blifhed in his miniftry, und even obtained the living 
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fefbafcy, a large market-to-wn irfthe-neighbotfr- hpod of Grenada. 

C H A P. AV. 
Tie arcbhijhop is fazed ivitb afl of the apoplexy. Tlf dilemma in "which Git BUs Joftnfl hfimjelfi. and tht ) method be took to be extricated., 
WHILE I tKtis fjeftovved-rrty fervrceS on different pelople,: Don Eefnand Eifelng about to leave Grenada, I vifned that nbWe'man befbre ‘ hrs departure, in order tb'thank him aniw. for the excellent port which he had protrured for me. ' I appeared to him Cowell fati-sfied with my condi- tion, that he faid, ,c My deaV Gil Bias, I am fa- vlfhed to find thee Co well pfeafed with my untie • the "archbilhop.” “ I am charmed with.him, (I rdplied) and fKall never be alide to Chew myfelf grateful enough forhis generofity 'to me-; Nothing lefs could have coofoled me fbr the iofs of Don ; Caefar and his Con.” “ I am p'effuaded (anfweded he) that they ate both extremely mortified -at your * abfence ; but, pir-haps,’-you are noe feparated-for • eter : fortune may one day. bring~you-together f again.’’ Melted h'y thefe words, I Itched, and found at that inftant myi love-for Den-A!phon£o fa * great, that-I wodld waiingly-have abandoned the- atchbifhop, with all the agreeable hopes--he -had given me, to return to the oaftle of Leyva,- if (he- ob(facie that bani'hed-rrie ffom it had been re- moved-.- - Don-Feroan'd perceived tile'emotioris »Of : 

my foul, which pleafed1 hinnf'fd trihch, OhSt he em- braced me with afFetffion, and affined me that his whole family ,’would always -kekr a part - in my deffirty;  ' .5 D 3 . ’ T wo, -jT.*. 
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Two months after this gentleman's departure, in the "very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarm in the epifcopal palate: the archbilhop was feized with a fit of the apoplexy ; he was, however, fuc- coured immediately, and fuch falutary medicines adminiftred, that in a few days his health was re- eftablilhed : but his underftanding had received a rude (hock, which I plainly perceived in the very next difcourfe which he compofed. I did not, however, find the difference between this and the reft fo fenfible, as to make me conclude that the orator began to flag ; and waited for another ho- mily to fix my refolution. This indeed was quite decifive ; fometimes the good old prelate repeated the fame thing over and over; fometimes rofe too ' high, or funk too low : it was a vague difcourfe, the rhetoric of an old profeffor, a meer capucinade *. I was not the only perfon who took notice of this : the greateft part of the audience when he pronounced it, as if they had been alfo hired to examine it, faid foftly to one another, tf This fer- mon fmells ftrong of the apoplexy.” “ Come, mafter homily-critic, (faid I then to myfelf) pre- pare to do your office : you fee that his grace begins to fail : it is your duty to give him notice of it, not only as the depofitory of his thoughts, but like- wife, left fome one of his friends fhould be free enough with him to prevent you : in that cafe you . know what would happen ; your name would be erafed from his laft will, in which there is, doubtlefs, a better legacy provided for you, than the library of the licentiate Sedillo, 
* Capucinade. A farcafm on the fermons of the capuchin', which are no: remarkable for corre&nefs of compofiti n. 



G I L R L A S. 27 
After thefe reflexions, I mad* others of a quite contrary nature. To give the notice in queftion feemed a delicate point: I imagined that it might be ill received by an author like him, conceited of his own works.; but rejedling this fqggeflion, I re- . prefented to myfelf, that he could not poflibly take it amifs, after having exafled it of me in fo prefilng a manner. Add to.this, that I depended upon my being able to mention it with addrefs, and make him fwallow the pill without reluXance. In a word, finding that I ran a greater rifque in keeping filence, than in breaking it, I determined to fpeak. The only thing that embarrafied me now, was how to break the ice. Luckily, the orator him- felf extricated me from that difficulty, by a (king what people faid of him, and if they were fatisfied with his laft difeourfe. I anfwered, that his ho- milies were always admired, but, in my opinion, the laft had not fucceeded.fo well as the reft, in affeXing the audience, . “ How, friend ! (replied he, with aftoniffiment) has it met with any Arif- tarchus * ?” “ No, Sir, (faid I) by no means j fuch works as yours are not to be criticized : every body is charmed with them. Neverthelefs, fince you have laid your injunXions. upon me, to be free and fincere, I will take the liberty to tell you, that your laft difeourfe in my judgment, has not alto- gether the energy of your other performances. Are not you of the fame opinion ?” My mafter grew pale at thefe words ; and faid with a forced fmile, “ So then, Mr. Gil Bias, this piece is not to your tafte ?” “I don’t fay fo, 

* Ariftarchus, a great critic in the time of Ptolemy Philadclphus. 
Sir, 
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“ Sir, cfred I, quite difconcerted, I think it excel- lent, although a little inferior to your other works.” ' *‘1 underftand you, (he replied) you think' I flag, doft’t you? Come, be plain: you believe it is tirrie for rfte to think of retiring.4’ “ I fli^uld riot have been fb bold ffaid I) as to fpeak fo freely, if your grate had not;’commanded me : I do no more" ‘ therefore, thin obey ybtt; and I moft humbly beg that yoU will not be offended at my freedom.” “ God fOfbi'd, (crfed he vtith precipitation) feed forbid that I fhould find fault with it. In'fo do- J ing, IdhoUld be Very urijuft ; I don’t at all tike it ill i that you fpeak your fentimerit; it is your feritimeftt only that I find bad. I have been moft egregicufiy deceived in your narrow underftandihg.” Though I was diftoncerted, I endeavoured’ to fiftd fdme mitigation, in'order to fet things to* bights asiih : but how is it poflible to appeaft aft iricenfed ; aufho!-, orje especially who had been dCcUftomed to ! hear himfelf praifed ? “ Say no more, ‘mychild, ; faid he : you are yet too raw to make proper dif- j tiriftions. Know, that I never corripofed a better 1 

homily than that which you difapprove : for’my ; genius (thank heaven) hath, as yet, loft nothing of . ifS'Vigobr. . Henceforth I will make a better choice' ‘ 1 

of a confidehr, and keep one of greater ability than • j you. GO, (added he, puthingffne by the fhOuldferd ; : out Of his clofet) go tell my treafurer to give‘you art hundred ducats, and may heaven condu'ft ybu'witfi : j that fum. Adieu, Mr. Gil Bias, I with you all , manner of profperity, with a little more fafle“4 

CHAP'. 
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CHAP. V. 

'The ftep that Gil Bias took after the archbifhop bad dif~ miffed bint. HU accidental meeting •with the. licenti- ate who bad been Jo much obliged to bins, •with, the, gratitude of that ft if. 
IWent out o£ the. elofet, curfme; the caprice, or rather weakness ol the archbifliop, and more enraged againft him than afRified at the lofs of hi* favour, L even dpubted feme time, if I fhould go and touch my hundred ducats ; but, after mature deliberation, I was not fool enough to refufe them. I confidered, that this money would not deprive me of the right of ridiculing the prelate ; in which, 1 was refolved not to be wanting, as often as his homilies Ihouid be brought upon the carpet in my prefence. 1 went, therefore, and demanded the hundred ducats of the treafurer, without mentioning a. tingle word of what had happened between his mailer and me; and went afterwards in quell of Melchior de !a Ronda, to bid him an eternal adieu. He loved me too much, to be infenlible of my misfortune, which while I recounted, I perceived that grief was printed on his countenance. In- fpite of all the refpedt he owed the archbilbop, he could not help blaming h's behaviour. But as I fwore in my rage, that the prelate fhould pay for it, and that I would make the whole town' merry at his expenoe, the fage Melchior faid to me, “ Believe me, my dear Gil Bias, you had better fupprefs your refentment. People of an inferior rank ought always t° refpefl perfons of quality, whatever caufe they may have given them to complain. There are, 1 own, fome very meat} 
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mean noblemen, who (qarce deferve the leaft con* fideration ; but as they have tlie^ power,of doing mifchief,they are to'be feared.v 

Tt-hanlted ‘1116 old-valet de chambre fbr h^gobd adviiey which I promifed to obferve. “ If you go (faid he) to Madrid, you'ftrall vifit Jofeph Na- varro, my nephew, who is clerk of the kitchen toe. Signiot' Don Balfhazaf de Zuniga, and, I dare fey,.a young man worthyof'yotft'driindfhlp,' frank, hfilk, obliging, And'forwird to ferve his:friends lignfweredj that I would not fafl' to wait ori this Jofeph Navarrb, on my firfr arrival at Madrid,- Vthither. I-Was: derdfreiried^o-gb. IHhen quitted’ the archbilhop's palace, with -an intent never to fct foot in-it again. If h had-ftill been in pof*’’ fcffiomof my hoife, I fliolild have, perhaps, fetout' immediately for Toledo;; but -I had fold him wjiiie I was in favour, believing that I fhouldi Ha-vinolfurtlier dccafioh for his fetvice. T hired a funhifhed room, refolving“to flay a rridnth at* Grenada, and then repair M the couht de P6lan. • As dinner-time approached', I asked of my land-: lady, if there was not’a'n eat:ng-h'oufe in the; neighbourhood; and fho'abfwering, that there Vvas..an , excellentone1 a -tew fteps from her' lldufe,-where there was very good accomfnoda- tion, and a great deal of good compahy; I made her (hew me the place, and going thither* a; •Kttld-after, was direified into a large hail,: which bore fome referriblance to a refeflory. Ten or. twelve .people fat at a large table, covered sMeh a dirty cloth, converting with one another?1 

while every one eat his own Tittle portion. My mefs was Tikewife broaght, which, at another1 

time; 



yo1.hlzw£.3<?. 
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wovWj.^p.Vibtl^fsr /'avi? mad# me.'regrewhe Uhlei I had.Joiibut .I*\yas then - fo much piqued agaiijfl the arcbbi/hop, that the fcantjr •llpvyance i ,of my eating*houfeffeeraed pfeferab^e to.the good .cheer I had enjoye4;ifl h.‘s Pa'ac«‘ -1 condemned variety pf d|j]}ps,,and ,arguirvg lijt9,(the,,do&qr of ^all^dohd, Unhappy are thofe, (faid l to TOyfeU) v/ho),freqpe<nt.,fuch pernicious tajjes*. jtnuft continually be pa his gu^rd againft Jenfwality, for ijesr.of qyerloa^iqg his Bpfnadi. Can one-eat .too jitt.lej’ Iji my .ill humour,,, I, praifed thofs .very, aphoi'tfms,..! had hitherto very ; much; pe.- ^leftcd... ftci.i .'Vjjhilj 1 diQia^dted my commons, without,Ibar of exceeding,thf,fe>u}}fiS; of te^npecanc.ei the-'liceo- .fiate, Levv)S Qarcias, now become, Gabia, ,in tl^e.mannpt already Jfelated. pameiintq the.hall< He no fobfiec-pptpeiYed me, than hi}; qa.pte'rpftning to falute me 3jyitk.the utqtof^ e%efo$fp^Ar ratheft v.ith ail the expteffions of cx^fTtye joy;.. H# hugged, me.clofe, and I was obliged go undergo -a yeryjong.cpmpiiment.on. thf fervice,.! had done hint. He fatigued .ope- with jus dempnftratiions^pf gratitude. ’Fore ,jgad, my dear. patrpji^^ppe^I ), v -h. ■- -d : -aunc to meet y.p.q iiue,. sve .fhah’t part witnoutca glafs ; btit, as there is-no good wine in this eating-houfe, I will carry you, - if you pleafe, aftep cur jfcanijy repaft, to a place ■Where I.yyill tfeat yxiu with a bottle of fine dr* Bucena, aftd SOMs W'fiiie kufcadf'ne <ff Fpficar- " 'V/t;'ftiafi eertali^y-eonifiiit t^nib debauch . .' I wifh I had the happinefs of dt^joylng yott a' few'TOys pnly, at-my parfonagu.-pf^abta, rf hole you thould 

be tyoeivs^., hHe, a generous Meten.^ to whom I <syvpr.;ho. qpipt and e»fy,life I ie^d.;” -• i- ■ wjn i ■ bnc .v" .. ibw... v WhU* 
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While he talked to me in this mdnner his af- I lowance was ferved, and he went to work, with- ; out ceafing, however, to entertain me, af inter- .1 vals, with fomethirig which he thought would flatter my vanity. I laid hold of this opportunity : 

to fpeak in my turn ; and as he did not forget to ; enquire about his friend the fteward, I made no fnyftery of my leaving the archbilhop’s fervice. I even related to him the moft minute circumftance* of my difgrace, to which he liftened with great at- tention. After what he had faid to me, who would not have expefled to hear him, penetrated with the moft grateful forrow, exclaim againft the arch- bilhop ? But this was the fartheft thing from hi* thoughts. He grew indifferent, and penfive, finilh- ed his dinner without fpeaking a word, then rifing fuddenly from table, bid me good b’w’ye, in a Cool manner, and difappeared. The ungrateful wretch, feeing me no longer in a condition to ferve him, fpared himfelf even the trouble of concealing hia fentiments. I laughed at his ingratitude, and look- ing at him with all the contempt he deferved, called to him aloud, that I might be heard, “ Holloa 1 you fage chaplain of nuns, go and give orders to cool that delicious wine of Lucena, with which you have promifed to regale me.” 
CHAP. VI. 

Gil Bias goes to fee a play at Grenada. Eh ajlonijb- ment at the Jigbt of one of the aElreffes j and the con- fluences of that event. 
GARCIAS was no fooner out of the hall, than two well dreffed cavaliers came in and fat down by me : they began to talk of the players •f the Grenada company, and of a new comc^ 
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vhicb was then on the flag?. This piece, ac- cording to their difcourfe, made a great noife;in> the city ; and I refolved to go and fee' U.that very tjay j for I had not been at a play fince tny- arrival at Grenada. . As 1 had-almoft al) that time lived in the: archbifhops palace,, where that diversion was anathematized, I had taken care not to indulge that pjeafure,; but amufed myfelf entirely with my mailer's bofpihes. _ I repair’d, therefore, at the proper time, to the. play-houfe, where 1 found a numerous airembjy;. overheard, all around , me, didertations on the- pie^e, before i,t_ b(jgan,- and obferved- that every botjy yndertqpk^p criticize jt. One perfon. de-- c^ared himfelt rff>ra another -againft the perform- ance, “ Was thero ever a wqrk better cpmpofed ?”• faid one on my right. “What a pitif.ul flile!’*- cried one on my deft. Truly, if there are a good- many bad author*,--it muft he .allowed there are ffill a greater number of wretched critics: and when 1 conudetf; t^e mortifications that dramatic poets muft undewgp, l am afflopi/hed th,3* there are any (o bold, as to brave, the tgnorance. of the mul- titude, and -the dangejous cenfure of witlings, who fometimes corrupt the judgment of the public. , ■■ i ■' . • At length the Graeiqfo .*.prefented himfelf.to open the fceneV. .He wa£ failed, on his iiril ap- pearance, with a general c|ap ; by which I per- ceived that he; was one pf thole fppikd. actors, in whom the pit pardops every thing. And, indeed, this player did not. fpeak one word, nor perform onegefture, without attrafling applatjfe. The au- dience made him too fenfible of the pieafure they 

* A favour te a£tor. . Vop. nr. ' E had 
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had in feeing him on the ft age; and he abufed their favour accordingly. I perceived thathefome-’ times forgot himfelf in the middle of a fce'ne, and put their prepolieffion in his behalf to too fevere a proof; for they would often have done him juftice, had they hilled inftead of extolling him to the ikies. There was likewife a clapping of hands at the appearance of feme other aftors, and in particular* of an a&fefs. Who pei formed the part of a waiting- woman, whom, having conlidered with attention, no terms can expfefs my furprize, when I recol-' lefted in her the perfon of Laura, my dear Laura ! whom I ftill believed to be in the fervice of Ar- fenia at Madrid. I could not doubt that it was ihe ; her lhape, her features, the found of her voice, every thing allured me that I was not mif- taken. Nfeverthelefs, as if I had triiftrufted the’ evidence of my eyes and ears, I asked her name of* a cavalier, Who fat by me. “ Hey 1 (faid he) from whence come you ? It feems you are juft arrived,) fmee you don’t know the fair Eftella.” The refemblance was too perfect for me to be deceived by this difguife: I could eafily conceive,, that Laura, when (he changed her condition, had alfo altered her name, and curious to know her; lituation, for the public is generally pretty well acquainted with the affairs of perfons-in her fphere, ' I begged to know of the fame man, if this Eftella | had not fome gallant of importance. He anfvvered, • that a Portugueze nobleman, called the Marquis de Mafialva, who had been about two monihs at Grenada, was at a conliderable expence on her account. He might have told me a great deal more, if 1 had not been afraid of fatiguing him with queftions. I was more engroffed by the news 
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which this cavalier had told’ me, than by the re- prefentation of the play ; and if any body had .afleed the fubjeft of the piece, when I came out, he iwould have embarratTed me not a little. I did nothing but mufe upon Laura, or EflelM, and 6rmly refolved to go and vilit hec next day j though I was not without anxiety about the re- ception I Ihould meet with. I had reafon to be- .lieve, that the fight of me wouid not yield her anucU pleafure in this brilliant fituation of her af- fairs ; nay, I imagined that fuch a good aftrefj, in order to revenge herfelf upon one, with whom fhe had certainly caufe to be difiatisfied, would ■probably difclaim his acquaintance. All this did not difiuade me from my defign of going. After a flight repaft, (for fuch only my eating houfe af- forded) I went home to my lodging, where I waited impatiently for next day, I flept little that night, and got up before the fun; but, as I concluded that a nobleman’s mi- ilrefs would not be vifible fo early, I fpent three or four hours in drefiing, fhaving, powdering, and perfuming ; refolving to prefent myfelf before her, in fuch a condition, as would give her no caufe to blufh at feeing me again. I fallied out about ten o’clock, and repaired to her lodging, to which I Received a direftion, at the houfe where the play- ers lived. She poffefled the chief apartment of a iarge houfe } the door of which being opened to •fire, by a chambermaid, I told her, that I wanted to fpeak with dame Eftella. The-maid went in to fignify my defire, and I immediately heard her tniftrefs pronounce, with aloud voice, “ Who is this young man ? What does he want ? Let him come in.” By this I concluded, that I had chofen an unfeafonable time for my vifit, that her Portu- E a gueze 
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gusze lover was at her toilet, and that her reafchi for fpeaking fo loud, was 'to perfuade him that fhe never received ftifpefted merges. My conjefhire was true; the Marquis de Marialva commonly pafleit; the morning in her company; and I ex petted a very difagreeable compliment, when this truly ori- ginal adtrefs feeing me appear, fan td me with open arms, crying,' “ Ah ! my dear brother ! is it1 

you?” And, with tHefe words, embraced me fc- veral tidies. Then, turning to her gallant, “ My .lord, (faid (he) pardon me for yielding to the force) of blood in your prefence. After an abfence dlf three years, I cannot behold a brother, whom I' tenderly love, without giving him feme marks of my'affedtion. Well, my dear Gil Bias, (continued! fhe, addi effing me anew) tell me feme news of’ my family, ■ in what condition did you leive it ?” This queftion embarrafled me at fifft ; but I' foon difeoveted Laura’s intention, and feconding ■her artifice, anfwered, with an air fuited to the feene we had to- aft, “Thank heaven, fifter, our. parents are in good health.” “ I don’t doubt, (fhe' replied) that you are aftonifhed to find me an aftrefs at Grenada ; but do not condemn me un- heafd. Three years ago, as you remember, my father thought he had fettled me- to-advantage, by: giving me in marriage to Captain Don Antonia Ccello, who carried me from the Aflurias td Madrid, where hs was born. Six months after our arrival in that city, having-had an affair of honour brought upon him by his own violent hu^ ' motir, he killed a cavalier, who had taken it in hii head to favour me with feme attention.' This gentleman being related to petfons of great qua- lity-and credit, my husband, who had no intereft, fled into Catalonia, with ail the money and-jewels h e , 



G I L B L A S. j7 lie could find in the houfe ; embarked at Barcelona, eroded into Italy, engaged in the fervice of the Venetians, and at laft loft his hfe in the Morea, fighting againft the Turks. In the mean time, ouf landed eftate was confifcated, and I had but a very final! jointure left. What could I do in fuch a trcublefome extremity ? I could not return into the Allurias : for what purpofe go thither ? all the eonfolation I Ihould have received from my family, would have been no more than fympathy and con- dolance ; on the other hand, I had been too well educated to be capable of embracing a life of liber- tanilin. Upon what determination then could I fix r 1 have turned aArefs to preferve my cha- 
The Marquis de Marialva, who loft not a word of the whole difeourfe, implicitly believed every fyllable of what Don Antonio’s widow was pleafed to utter, He even joined in the conveifation, and a&ed if I was in any buftnefs at Grenada or elfe- where. I was in fome doubt, at that inftartt, whether or no I (hould tell a lye; but thinking that unneceffary, I fpoke truth, recounting every circumflance of my entering into, and quitting the archbifhop's fervice ; which afforded infinite di- verfion to the Portugueze nobleman. It is true, that notwithftanding my promife to Melchior, I made myfelf a little merry at the expence of his grace. But the moft diverting part of the feene was, that Laura, who thought I invented a ftory in imitation of her, burft out into loud fits of laughter, which ffie would have probably fpared, had file known that I did net diffemble. Having ended my narration which I finirtied with the lodging I had hired, word was brought that dinner was on the table. Upon which I E 3 would 
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would have retired, in order to go and dirte at my | eating-boufe ; but Laura, flopping me, faid, “ What do you mean, brother ! you fliall dine with me: ‘ and I won’t even fuffer you to live any longer in a < hired room j for I intend you fhall both eat and ! 

lodge in my houfe. Order your, baggage to be j brought hither this evening. I have a bed to fpare.” The Portugueze nobleman, who, perhaps, was ' not very well pleafed with this hofpitality, ad- drefling himfelf to l)aura, faid, “ No, Eftella, you ; have not convenience for, him in thefe lodgings* ) Your brother feems to be a pretty young fellow; : and the advantage he has in being fo dear to you, interefts me in his favour. I will take him into ‘ my fervice : he ftiall be my favourite fecretary, j and chief confident. Let him not fail to come and fleep at my houfe this very night; for I will order ' an apartment to be perpared for the purpofe. I , will allow him a falary pf four hundred ducats ; | and if, in the fequel, 1 have caufe, as I hope I fhail, to be fatisfied with his behaviour, I will put ’ him in a condifion^to confole himfelf for being 1 

too fincere with the archbifliop.” j The acknowledgments, wlijch I made to the ■ marquis, at this juntture, were followed by thofe , of Laura, who improved, upon mine. So •faying^ I he Caluted his theatrical princefs, and went away. She led me immediately into a clofet, where feeing . herfelf alone with me,. f‘ I fliould burft, (cried * Ihe) ifd was obliged to refill any .longer the inch- 1 nation I hayp to laugh.” Then throwing herfelf into an eafy chair, and bolding her fides, (he laughed immoderately, as if (lie had loft her fenfes. . 1. found it.impoflible not to follow her example, is and when we had indulged putfeives futfkiently, . 
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^ Confefs, Gil Bias, (faid (he) that we have afled a pleafant farce f'but I did not expett fuch a cata- firophe; my defign being no Sillier than to provide for you a table and lodging in my houfe; which^ that I might" offer •with decency, I maidethee pafs for my heathen. . I anrraviflrtd that fuch a good poft has occurred to thee by accident. The Mar- quis de Marialva is a generous nobleman, who will even exceed his promife in thy favour. Another (added (he).Might n6t 'perhaps have given fuch a gracious reception' to one who quits his friends ■without bidding them fareweh: but I am one of thofe good ~ creatures, who cannot help feeing again, with; pleafute,. a rogue whom they have once loved.?.7.. I candidly acknowledged my impo- lite behaviour, for which I asked pardon. She then conduited ■ me into a very handfome dining- room:, where. we fat down at table, and, as a waiting-woman and lacquey were prefent, behaved to one another like brother and fifter. . Having-dined, we went back to the fame clofet where we had converfed together before. There my incoinparaqlp-Lam a, giving a loofe to all her natural gaity, dofloanded an.account of all my adventures fincejour reparation. I made a faithful.recital of the whoie-j and when I had gratified herchfiofity, fhe gave me the fame fatisfa&ion, in recountieg the following hiftory of herfelf, 

rt 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. vn. 

1T4tf binary of Laura. 
I Am going to rel«tje, as fuecinftly as I can, by what accident I embraced the profeflion of a. player. Great events happened, after you left me in fuct» an honourable manner. My miftrefs Arfenia, ra - ther tired than dilgufted with the world, renounce^ the ftage, and carried me with her, to a fine eftatet; which (he had bought near Zamora, with the pric« «f her favours. In this city we foon contratted acquaintance, and going thither, frequently, to; pafs a day or two, came back again, ahd (hut our-; felves up in our caftle. In one of tbefe fmall journies, Don Felix Mal- donado, the corregidor’s only fon, faw me by' accident, and happening to be pleafed with my appearance, fought an opportunity of fpeaking with me in private, which, that I may conceal nothing from thee, I own, was facilitated by my- i felf. He was a cavalier not yet twenty years old,' fa r as love himfelf, a mere pattern in (hape, and. fiill more engaging by his gallant and generous < behaviour, than by his perfon : for he made me an offer of a large brilliant, which he had on his i finger, with fuch a. good grace, and prefling in- treaties, that I could not, for my foul, refufe it." I did not poffefs fuch an amiable gallant with in- difference. But what madnefs is it in Abigails, to! attach themfelves to the young heirs df perfons in, authority ! his father, the molt fevere of all cor- xegidors, informed of our intelligence, made hade <o prevent the confequences of it, and ordered me to be apprehended by a troop of alguazils, whq 



13 226¥ L::B L A 9. ’ 4\ ■^aroea mej regkrdlefs *f rny <friesi tft tfie ^fterpital ^of companion. .Thefd, vVithout en/other fafA 'of'prdoefs,' tlife' fOperior ordeh*d 'me 'to he ftrtpt <0f my'rlng a'nd drifs.J artd'cloathed 'with a long-govr* fef grdy cloth; 'girded"about me ■ivrth Bdrapof tfack leather, from Wh€TKe a r»fary"t>f IBrgb bfeddi imhg down “to my heels: 'This boihg- performed, :I Was condufted'fnBJ1 a half, where l- found a'rv old ttaonk,J of attiiohder thatl'did not know, who fell a ipreachirgpftiifence- to me, much irKkie fame manner as Dame -Leonarda exhorted thee to patidnce id the tavern. He toM me thsft I was vSry rriuclt ohliged to thoft Who caufed the to be fhut up in that place, forthey- ha^fdOne imeinfinite fervioe, In refeolng me from thfe fnarei of.the devH. I will frankly oWn rtiy ingratitude : far from thinking triyfelf beholden to thofe wire) had dctneT me that good office,’ 1’Voided them with imprecations, • • Eight days i paffitd' in affiidling myifelf i but on the ninth,’(for I.counted the' very minutes) my fate' feemad to bear Snotheb afpedt. - Croffing a fmall Court,- ! met the- fteward of our :houfe, a | perfon who ruled with unlimited fway'; the fu- perior her’felf' was under his command ; andi he i rendered an account /Of los fteWardffiip to none-but l the corregldor, on whom, alone, he • depended, and whofe entire-confidence he enjoyed. ■ His name Was Pedr^ Zendoho : he was born in the town of [ Selfedon in Bifcay,‘being a tall; ‘ pale,' meagre man, whofe figure would have fefved as an ex- cellent pattern' for the piQufe of a rank rogue. He fcarce feeftted to look at the fitters j and, in fhort, thou never faweft- fuch an hypocritical face, although thou haft lived in 'an archbifhop's pa- lace. * In other words,- the- houfe of correction.. Well, 
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Well, then, (faid /he) I met this Signior Zeiv dono, who ft opt me, faying, “ Daughter, be comforted, I am touched with your misfortune.” He faid np more, but went about his bufmefs, leaving me to make what commentaries I pleated on fcch a laconic text. As 1 believed hjm to be a good man, 1 innocently concluded, that he had taken the, trouble of examining into the. cauZe of my confinement, and finding me not guilty enough to deferve fuch unworthy treatment, was refolved to do me a good office with the corregid.or, I was little acquainted with the Bifcayan, who had ; 

quite other intentions. He then revolved in his mind, the fcheme of a journey, -whie.h he imparted j to me, a few days after. “ My dear Laura, (faid ! he) I am fo much affefited with your fufferings, I that I am refohred to put an end to them immedir ately. In fo doing, I know I /hall embrace my own ruin ; hut I am no longer mafter of myfelfl ? 1 intend to take, you out of prifpn to-morrow* and condutt you in perfon to Madrid; being re- . folyed tp facrifice every thing tp the. pleafure of ' being your deliverer.” I was ready to fwoon with joy, at thefe words ©f Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledge^ ' ments, that I longed for nothing fo much as 1U ; berty, had the impudence to carry me off next: day, in fight of every body, by the following ftratagem, He told the fuperiqr, that he had or- i ders to bring me to the eorregidor, who was at a pleafure-houfe, two leagues from town ; and, with the utmoft afiurance, made me get into a poft- chaife with him, drawn by two good mules*" which he had bought for the purpofe, and at- tended by no other fervants than a valet, who conduced the chaife, and was entirely devoted to > the . 
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the fteward. We fet out, not for Madrid, as I ima- gined, but towards the frontiers of Portugal, where we arrived, before the corregidor of Zamora could get notice of our flight, and fend the beagles of juf- tice in purfuit of Us. Before we entered Braganza, the Bifcayan made me put on a fuit of men's cloaths, which he had the precaution to provide ; and now looking upon me as fairly embarked with him, faid- to me, at the inn where we lodged, “ Fair Laura, be not offended with me, for bringing you into Portugal: for, the corregidor of Zamora will make fearch for us, in our native country, as two criminals to whom Spain ought not to afford a retreat. But (added he) we can (belter ourfelves from his r«- fentment in this foreign kingdom, although it be, at prefent, under the dominion of the Spanifh mo- narchy. Here, we fhall, at leaft, be more fecure than in our own country. Follow, therefore, a man Who adores you 5 and let us fettle at Coimbra, where I will become a fpy for the holy office, and under the (hade of that formidable tribunal, our days will fmoothly glide in cafe and pleafure.” Such a forward propofal gave me to under ft and, that I had to do with a cavalier, who did not chufe to redrefs the grievances of damfels, merely for the glory of knight-errantry. I perceived that he depended a good deal upon my gratitude, and ftill more upon my diftrefs. Neverthelefs, though thefe two confiderations fpoke to me in his behalf, I rejefted his propofal with difdain. *Tis true, indeed, I had two ftrong reafons for (hewing my- fetf fo referved : I difliked his perfon, and diftrufted his ctrcumftances. But, when returning to the tharge, he offered to wed me, as a preliminary. 
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and fhew^d rrm ’.that Iiis.ft?wardfhip'h,td :pvitrhi»r in a copflition a» Ten joy; htfrtfelf foT i8w long, <i rae^, i Vvbft’.t .deny.-tru 1 beganuto-Uften ^9bhi.?.ad(dr«fles^ I , was cUztltd by the go)d ,and j e«y<J!V which; -fra fpread before me, and found, ■ h/jftxjfg^iertce, thqg as-many metarnprphofss.^.niftdejbyaiet^rsft.as by Jove. •; My’Bifqayao be same, gtadbbiliy.nqu^te an-r other naan'ininy eyee i .hif jjaHpKjitbefpd earpate afr? fijmed thei form of a dirie <hape-)r-bis- pal? cpras- plexioit feeTOed mgreeabjy-fair; jand^f ,gav?. a; fgfj yoHrabie appellation to his’ ^ppcrjtjpqlvlfiolt..-/j, , then:aecepwd his:.hand,..wittiopt felp^pc§,tin thet face; oflheayeo, which. -he. ealledv .to,, wvtpefc. oiwc engagement. After this, ■ he d'ufprgd ms ^ontr?-, diiaion’on,<my<p»rt;; wo fW.oupSgajn. on ^ur .tya- ; yels.iarldf'irt tt fhort time, Coinfilv? beheld-a nevy; : ttnoly v/itiiib its vv.il.ii. •' c-My'hesband' piltieivafed for.iB8>- fame hapdfomo,' olo.atlis,- adfepted toirriy own fex, -and prefonted me* f Vtitfi.fe.veraJ diamonds, among which I, rccollefted* ^liat of-Don Felix hfeWetnadp. -Thi.s difcovqry was fpSicient tO-make me conceive tjpw a!) thejewels : 

I had feeD wtre acquiredi iajtd’hovp.erf^de me tha<b' I JhftdVnot. nwried ■ a fcru'pulous obferver of die ff.venth,artieJe pf the deqalogue-. Eat, confidering- - myfeif.as tflie.firft caufe ofvhis dexterity, I forgave,; him ib my heart : for a woman will excufe evep; tbe.ba.d aftionswhich her beauty prompfo tjie men* tflrflosrtmttViOtfterwjifp, J fopuld li^yq thought him,, a/l .fltetnaHleiyiliaia. : '., ,>I: was.'pfetty welli/aiCisfiedwith him, for two or thfes ninnths, during which, Iv? behaved in a gal-; Ifnf. mahnerj.-and .feemed to Joye me with greqtj tertdemefyrt neyerthelefs, thefo masks of a/teftian: viyre Wfo. appyaranfes j 'for. the [qgue cheated tp«. One morning on my return from mars, j I found 
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J'found nothing at hdrae? bat bare vv*lls : ths,: whole fumitore, 'with all my bagga^1, wAs carried ’ off i Zendorie, and his faithful 'Vfliif, had takert j their meafures fo well, that In hps than an houh,s the general pillage of the hbiir* had been begun' and finilhed, in fuch a manneb, that with the cloathi only which I had on my back, and the* ring of Don Felix,' which was luckily on my fin-' ger, I faw myftlf abandoned' by'an ungrateful' wretch, like another Ariadne. Biit) t affure thee, I did not amufe myfelf With making elegids on my misfortunes, I rafherkhanked'heaveb for having de- livered me from fuch a wretch, whb1 could hot fail foon or late, to- fall into-the hands pf }u(lice and looked upon the days wh had fpent together,’ as- fo much loft-time, for Which-I would foon,’ make myfelf-amends. Mdd I -been defirous of ftay*' ing in Portugal,- aniatfabhing ihyfelf to fome hdy! 

of falhion, 1 fhould notthaVe'wanted a place ; but,' whether I loved my own fcounrry, or was influ- enced by the force of defliny. Which prepared a bet-' ter fortunefor me here, I refolved to‘return to Spain; and-applying to -a jewellerj who'gave me ready money for my ring, fet out with an old Spanilh’ lady, who was going irf a chaife fo Seville. 1 

Tbisp8rfon, whofe name was Dorothea, had been to vifit one of her relations fettled at Coimbra, and was oh her return to Seville, where (he lived. There- was- fuch a fympathy between her d fporition' and ■ mine, that we becanie friends the-very fi:ft day 6# our journey; and our mutual affedlion grew fo ftrongt on .the road, that, on our arrival, the lady would fuffer me jto lodge no where but in her houfe., I had no caufe to repent of my aequaintance ; for, I never Itnew a Woman of i better chara&er; and •n'e might ftill perceive, by her features, and the .Vet, UI. ' F fpark- 
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fparkling of her eyes, that in her youth many a guittarre had been thrummed on her account: in* deed, (he was the widow of feveral noble husband^ and lived in an honourable manner, on the joi»- tures which (he enjoyed. Among other excellent qualities, (he had that: tjf being very compalTionate to unfortunate young , women. When I imparted to her my own ftory, ( (he entered warmly into my interefts, and bellow- ■ ed a thoufand curfes on Zendono. “ What dogs tiiefe men are ! (faid (he, in a tone that made me , guefs (he had met with fome fteward in Iter way) : perfidious wretches ! I know there are fuch villains : in the world, who divert ahemfelves in deceiving ! women What I am pleafed at, my dear child, • {added (he) is, that according to your relation, i you are no longer bound to that perjured Bifcayan : If your marriage with him was good enough to cure your reputation, by way of recompence, it irl sdfo bad enough to permit you to contratt a better ; whenever you can find an opportunity.” I went abroad every day with Dorothea, either ' to church, or to vifit; and this being the way to' meet with fonye adventure foon, I attrafted the- notice of feveral cavaliers, who, in order to found!- the bufmefs, made intereft with my old landlady : . but fome had not wherewithal to make a good fet- ! tlement, and others were dill minors ; fo that Ji- had not the lead defire of lidening to any of them. 1 One day, Dorothea and I took a whim of going to- fee a play at Seville * j and upon confuking the bill,' 
* Seville, fituated on the Guadalaquivir, is the capi- tal of Andaloulia, and next to Madrid, the rirheft city in Spain. It is the feat of an univerfity, archbifhop, in- quilition, and mint. So ancient, that over one of the gatsv is the following infsription, “- Con* 
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we found that the players intended to aft, La-fu- mofa eomedia, el embaxador dc Si-mifmo, compofed by Lope de Vega Garpio. Among the aftreffes who appeared on the ft age, I difcovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly merry wench whom thou haft £een, when (he was waiting-maid to Florimondo, and with whom thou haft fometimes fupped at Arfenia’s houfe. I knew that ftie had not been in Madrid for two years be- fore, but was ignorant of her being an aftrefs. Having an eager defire .of embracing her, I found the piece very tedious : but this might be the fault of the aftors, who played either too ill or too weW, to yield me amufement j for as to me, who an) a merry creature, I own myfelf as much diverted by a player who is perfeftly ridiculous, as by one who is excellent in his way. At length, the moment X waited for being ar- rived, that is, the end of La famofa come. ia, my widow and I went behind the fcenes, where we perceived Phenicia afting the coquet, and liftening with afteftation to the foft warbling of a young bird, which, it feems, had allowed itfelf to be eiv fnared by her declamation. She no fooner obferv’d me, than,quitting her admirer with a courteous air, file came towards me with open arms, and loaded me with careffes. We exprefted our mutual joy in feeing one another again ; but the time and 

“ Corididit Alcidts, renovavit Julius urbertJ, “ Reftituit Chriflo Fernandus tertius hreres. And fo remarkable for ouriofities, as to be the fubjeft of this diftich. Qui no havifio Sevilla, No havifto maravilla. The trandation of which th reader w.U fnd on ano* iher occifion, in the fourth volume, F a place 
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pUce not permitting us to -launch out into a lo» converfaficn, we deferied it till next day, when wj might difcourfe together morefullyat herlodgings/i , The itclv of. talking is one of the mo ft eagd paflions of women : I could not.clofe an eye tSi . whole night; fo much did I long to engage Phenil ociav .and worry her with queitions upon queftionsi God knows I vvas not-lazy in getting up, to re> pair to her lodging, according to th* direction fnc . had .given me. She: lived with the whole compart] in a large hired houfie; which when f entered,.] •met a maid-fervant, who, when I defired' her t< . condgft me to Phenicia’s apartment, fhewed mi i up to a gallery, on one fide of which were ten oi .twelve Ihkall chambers, divided from one anothei -.by partitions of deal boards only, and poffelTed bj the joyous band. My guide knocked at a door] .which Phenticia, whofe tongue itched as well al came aird opened. Scarce did Wie aliow; ouifeives time Lo fit, before we began to chatter; We had a feyere bruft}, and uttered in our turns fo many interrogations, that the queftions and ten pi es fucceeded one anotherwithfurprifing volubility^ ; .After having recounted our mutual adventures,: and reciprocally informed; ourfelves of tfre flate of tour affairs, Phenida asked what 1 intended to do;ij I anfwered, that I was refolved (until fomething :bptter fhould cart up) to.enter into the fervice of fom^ young lady of quality. “ O fy ! (cried myl frie'nd]) ypujoke fure ! is it pofiible, my dear, that thou art not yet,(jifgufted.with feryitude ? Art thoui not tired with feeing thyfelf fubjeded to another’s will,, with humouring the caprices of a miftrefsr with hearing thyfelf reproached, and in one word, •With being a flave ? Why wilt thou not, by my example, embrase'a theatrical life.? Nothing can be 
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be more convenient for people of fpirit wlio bavo neither birth nor fortune; it is a fituation that holds the middle place between the nobility and citirens; an unreftriOed condition, free of that decoram* which is fo troublefome to fociety. Our revenues are paid in ready ca(h by the public, which is our bank; we live in continual mirth, and fptnd our money as we get it. The ftage, (added fhe) is particularly favourable to women : while I lived with Florimonda, (I blaflt at the remembrance of it) I was reduced to the receflrty of liftening to the candle-fnuffers of the prince’s company ; not one man of fa.Chon psid the lead attention to my figure. What was the caufe of this unimportance ? 1 was not feen : the fined pi&ure has not its effedf, except iif a parti- cular light; but fince I have been placed on my proper pededal, that is, on the dage, heavens ! what a change has happened! I fee at my heels the gayed youth of all thofe towns through which we pafs. An acdrefs therefore enjoys a great deal of pleafure in her occupation : if die is prudent, 1 mean, if die favours one gallant only at a time, die has all the honour imaginable paid to her, her chadity is applauded, and when die. changes her lover, die is looked upon as a real widow who marries a fecond husband ; nay, if a widow takes a third, fhe is fpoken of with contempt, and faid to have infringed the delicacy of her fex ; whereas the adrefs feems to be more and more regarded, in proportion to the increafe of her admirers. After die has gone through an hun- dred intrigues, die is dill a morfel- for a lord.” “ To whom do you talk in this manner? (f:id I, interrupting her) Do you think X am ignorant of thefe advantages ? I have often refU-tfed on F 3 thetfy 
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them, and they bilt fbcr much'flatter the imaginaJj tion of fiidi a girl as me : I even feel an inclina-<: tioh for the ftage; but that alone is not fuflicient talent Is absolutely neceffary, and I have none f for when I fometlmes attfcmpted tb repeat palfage* of plays before Arfenia, (lie always found fault! with my performance : fo that I-was difgufted at: the profeffion.” “ Thou 'art ealily difcooraged^ (replied Phenicla) Doft thou not know that thofej great aflrefles are commonly jealous 3 They are ifraid (irf fpite of all their vanity) of being edip-i fed. In (hort, I won’t take Arfenia’s word for| thy incapacity ; for Ihe was certainly infincerer! hay, T affure thee, without flattery, that thou art; born for the (tage ; thotr haft genius, a free and] graceful carriage, a fweet voice, a good cheft, and withal a face! Ah, baggage, how many cavaliers, wilt thou charhn, if thou turneft aflrefs !” She plied me with more fuch feduoing difcourfey and made me pronounce feme verfes, that T my- -felf might judge of my capacity for acting: but When (he heard me, it was quite another cafe ; fhei ’overwhelmed me with applaufe, and preferred mel: 

•to all tHs a&reffes in Madrid. After this, ! (hootdj have been inexeufable, had I doubted my owrii merit. Aifenia flood impeached,: and conviiled of; ■.envy and inhneerity ; and I could not help allow-j ing that I was an admirable fubjeft. Two a£tors„ ,who happened to come in at that inftant, and be- fore whom Phenicia obliged me to repeat the; verfes which I had already recited to1 her, were* -feized With a kind Of eXtafy ;-from which they no fooner recdlledled themfelves,‘ than they loaded me with praife. In good earned, had the three wagered with one another which of them’ fliould • applaud 
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applaud me moft, they could *ot have employed more hyperbolical exprefiions. .My modefty was not proof againft fuch elogiums: I began to be- lieve myfelf of feme value ; and thus my thoughts were turned towards the ftage. “■ Come on then, my dear, (faid I to Phenicia) Jhe affair is determined : I will follow thy advice, and enter in the company, provided they think well of it.” My friend, tranfported, with joy at thefe words, hugged me in her arpas ; and her two comrades feemed no lefs delighted to find me in thefe fentiments. We agreed, that next day I fliould repair to the theatre in the morning,, and before the whole company affembl^d, (hew the fame farnple of my talent that I had exhibited to them. If I had acquired the good opinion of thofe .who were at Phenicia’s lodgings, ad the aftors judged of me (fill more favourably, when I had pronounced about twenty verfes in their prefence. They received fne very willingly into their company; and then I was wholly engrolfed by my firft appear- ance, which, that I might render as gay as poffiblf, 1 employed, upon it all the money that remained from the tale of my ring; and though I had not . enough to make a fupetb figure, I at leaft found means to fupply the want of magnificence, by a genteel tafle in my drefs. At length I appeared on the ftage, for the firft . time ; and then, what thundering applaufe, what elogiums was I favoured with ! It 'is downright modefty, my friend, to fay fimply that I raviflied the ,audience; one muft have been witnefs of the noife I made at Sevffje, tp believe jt, I became .the difeourfeof the whole city, which, during three weeks, came in crouds.to the play-boufe in fuch a manner, that the company, by this novelty, re- called 
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called the public, which had begun to defert them. I I began then in a manner that charmed every body : and this was the fame thing as if I had' advertifed myfelf to be let to the higheft bidder.; Twenty cavaliers, of all ages, outvied one another' in their proffers to me ; and if I had followed my ' own inclination, I would have chofen him who was young and handfome: but people of our j ftamp ought to confult nothing but their intereft and ambition when a fettlement is depending. For this reafon, Don Ambrofio de Nifana, a man already old and ugly, but rich, generous, and one i of the moft powerful noblemen of Andaloufia, ! 

had the preference. True, indeed, I made him purchafe my favours at a good price; he hired for i me a grand hcufe, which he furnilhed in a very '■ magnificent manner, gave me an expert cook, two lacquies, a chamber-maid, and a thoufand ducats for my monthly expence, over and above rich deaths and a pretty large quantity of jewels. What a change was this in my fortune ! My I reafon could not fupport it: I appeared to myfelf all of a fudden quite another perfon ; and 1 am not furprized that there are girls who forget in a little time the meannefs and mifery from which they are refeued by the caprice of a man of quali- : ty. I will make a fincere confeflion ; the applaufe of the public, the flattering difeourfe that I heard from all quarters, and the paflion of Don Ambra- fio, infpired me with fentiments of vanity that amounted to mere extravagance. I confidered my talent as a noble title ; I affirmed the airs of a wo- man of quality ; and becoming as covetous as I had before been prodigal of my fmiles, I refolved to limit my profpedt to dukes, counts, and mar- quiffes only. Signior. 
4 
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. ’ Sijnior de Nifana:came to fop at my houfe every ■eyaning withi fome1 of his friends ; and I, on my fidt, -topic care to invlte the moft engaging of our . actrelies ! ■ fo that we commonly fpent the beft part 
(of the night in drinking and making merry. I ac- commodated rmyfeif mighty well to, fuch an agree- able life, which, iiawever, lafted but! fix months. Noblemen, ate apt to change, Stherwiffe theywould .be too amiable. Don Ambrofio forfook me, -for a jconqueft. he had made1 of a young creature from Grenada, who had arrived at Seville with fome charms, and. the talent of difpofmg .'them to the •beft advantage. My. afftiftion at his inconftancy ;did nptlaft, however, longer than four and twenty .hours. I chofe in his room a cavalier of two arid twenty, called Don Lewis d’Akacer, io whom, in point of perfon, few Spaniards could be compared: Thou wilt, doubtlefs,..a<k, and thou haft reafon fo to do, why I took fuch a young nobleman for my gallant, when I knew the confequences of fuch a choice. Bjut, befides that Don Lewis had~ nei- ther father nor mother, and already enjoyed’ his eftate, I muft tell thee, that-thefe confequences are not to be dreaded but by girls of a fervile condition, or unhappy ftie-adventurers. Women of our proi feflion are privileged perfons, and not at all anfwera- ble for the effedls that our diarms produce. So much the worfe for thofe, families whofe heirs we pillage. Alcacey and I attached ourfelves fo ftrongly to one another, that no mutual paffioo, I believe, (ever equalled that with'which we were inflamed. We loved with fo much fury, that one would have thought we were both enchanted : and thofe who were acquainted with our correfpondence, be- lieved us the moft happy lovers in the world; though we were in reality the moft miferable-. 

If 
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If Don Lewis had a perfon altogether amiable, he was at the fame time fo jealous that he afHifted me inceflantly with unjuft fufpicions. It was in vain for me to accommodate myfelf to this weak-! nefs, to conftrain myfelf fo far as not to look upon a man. His diftruft, ingenious in finding out' crimes to lay to my charge, rendered my caution altogether ufelefs. Qur moft tender moments were j always difturbed by quarrels, which it was impof- fible to endure. Both of us loft our patience, and we broke in a friendly manner. Would’ft thou Relieve it? we looked upon the laft day as the tnoft charming of our commerce. Equally fatigued with the troubles we had undergone, we exprefied the utmott joy in our mutual adieu. We were like two miferable captives, who, after a rude fla- very, at laft recover their freedom. Since that adventure, I am always on my guard againft love. I will no more contradl attachments that may difturb my repofe : it does not become thofe of our profeffion to figh like other people j and we ought not to entertain in private a palTion, the ridicule of which we reprefent in public. About this time, I afforded fome employment; to fame, which reported every where, that I was an inimitable aftrefs. On the affurance of this goddefs, the players of Grenada wrote to me, pro- pofing that I fhould enter into their company ; and to let me know that the propofal was not to be rejedled, feot me an account of their daily ex- pence, and the terms of their offer : from which I concluded that it would be for my intereft to comply. I accepted it therefore; though, at bot- tom, I was grieved at parting from Phenicia and Dorothea, whom I loved as much as one wo* -wan is capable of loving others of her fex. I left 
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\ the firft bufy in melting the plate of a little merchant goldfmith, who out of vanity would have an ac- trefs for his miftrefs. I forgot to tell thee, that when. I devoted myfelf to the ftage, I changed, through whim, my name from Laura into that of Eftella, under which appellation I fet out for Grenada. Here my fir!t appearance was no lefs lucky than at Seville, and I faw myfelf at once furrounded hy admirers: but being refolved to favour none except in an honourable way, I behaved to them with fo much referve, that they were blinded by my affedled modefty. Neverthelefs, that I might not be the dupe of a conduct that would be of no fervice, and which indeed was not natural to me, I was going to liften to a young judge of the citi- zen race, who a flumes the nobleman by virtue ot His office, a fumptuous table and rich equipage, when I faw, for the firft time, the marquis d# Marialva. This Portugueze lord, who travel* through Spain out of curiofity, flopped on his way at Grenada ; and coming to the play one night, when I did not a&, confidered with great atten- tion the adlrefles who prefented themfelves, and found one to his liking. He made an aaquaintanc* with her the very next day, and was ready to con- clude the bargain, when 1 appeared on the ftage. My figure, and the airs I gave myfelf, turned the weathercock all of a fudden ; and my Portugueze attached himfelf to me only. To confers the truth, as 1 was not ignorant that my comrade had pleafed, that nobleman, I fpared nothing to deprive her of her conqueft, and I had the good fortune to ac- complifh it. I know that (he bears me a grudge for my fuccefs, but 1 could not help doing it ; and flic ought to confider, it is a thing fo natural to women, that the heft friends make no fcruple of pra^lifmg it on one another. CHAP. 
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, C H A P. VIII. 

Ibe reception 'which Gil Bias met with from the playeri . of Grenada, and his fading an old Acquaintance bc-A . hind the fences,- 
LAURA *ad no.fooner finifhed hdr (Vory, than; an old a£lrefs, who lived in the nei^hbdur-* hood, came to take her up in her way to the play- houfe. This venerable ilage-h&roine would have? beert very proper for playing the part of the'god^ defs Cotys. My After did nott fail' to prtferit lu'r' brother to this fuperahnuated figure ; upon’WHich,T! ^ great many compliments pafled on both fides. !- - I left' them together, telling the Reward’s wi-'j dow, that I would rejoiri her at the theatre, as'! fpon as I ofderdd'my'baggage-to be‘carried to the* Marquis ofr Marialva’s houfe,' to! which' he gave^ me a diredtion. I went immediately to my ow'ril; room 5 from whence,':after. having'fatisfied my landlady, I repaired’with a:man who carried my;' portmanteau, to a large’;furdiftied *houfe I where * my. new mailer lodged. I'wiet at’the dobr his ‘ fteward, who alkedune.HI was not dame Eftella’s : brother ;, and upon say anfwedng in the affirnia-' - tive, ffaid, “ Signior Cdvalier, you are very wel- i oorae': the Marquis’of Marialva, whofe fteward i Wiavethe honour to be; hdsOrdered me to give yocr a(handfome’receptidn. There is a chamber , pared for you; to which, -if you p4eafe,f 1 ■ft'itl fliew you the way.’’ '‘ So faying, he'carried me tot * the top of the houfe, and Ihewed me .ihto a cham- ber fo fmail, that a very'narrow bed, a cheft, ’ and twO chairs quite filldd it,* .This Was my apartJ ipent. ‘‘.Ypik won’t be very much at large in ttois place, laid my guide; but to make yotf amends. 
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amends, you (hall be lodged in a fuperb manner at Lilbon.” I locked my portmantoau in my chell, put the toey in my pocket, and asked at wh^t hour they fuppe.d. It was anfwered, that the Portugueze nobleman kept no table at home, but gave a certain monthly fum to each dome flic for his board. I put other quefHons to him, and learned, that the people belonging to the marquis were a parcel of happy fluggards- After a fhort Converfation, I left the fteward, to go in queft of Laura, agreeably cngroffed with the prefage I had conceived of my new place. As foon as I arrived at the playhoufe-door, and told that I was Eftella’s brother, I was imme- diately admitted. You might have feen the guards as eager in making a pafiage for me, as if I had. been one of the moft confiderable noblemen of Grenada. All the fervants and door-keepers whom I, met, made me profounchbows. But what I wiftt I could paint to the reader, was my ferio-comtcal reception behind the fcenes, where I found the company all dreffed, and ready to begin. The a&ors and a&reffes to whom Laura prefented me, poured upon me in Ihcals. The men over- whelmed me with embraces; and the women, in their turns, applying their painted faces to mine, covered it with white and red : each defirous of being the firft to make their compliment, theyfpoke , ail together: it was impofii'ole forme alone to an- f\ver; but my.filler came,to my affiftance, and her indefatigable tongue did not leave me in debt to any one The embraces of the afiors and adreffes did rot fufiice ; for I was alfo obliged to undergo the civi- lities of the fcene painter, the mufic, pfomp'er, candle fnuffer and his deputy ; ip fhort, of*a!l the Vci. ill, G fer- 
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fervants of the theatre, who, on the report of n>y; arrival, came running to behold me. One would' have thought that all the people were foundlings^ Xvho neVer had feen a brother before. Mean while, the performance began ; and fomej gentlemen, who were behind the fcenes, ran to; ♦heir places ; while I, like a child of the houfe,: continued to converfe with thofe of the affors whoi were not on the ftage. Among thefe, I heard onyj Called Melchior : I was ftruck with the name ; I confidered with attention the perfon who bore ir,i and imagined I had feen him fomewhere. I atj length reeolle&ed him to be Melchior Zapata, that? -poor ftroller, who, as l have bbfefved in the firft volume of my hiftory, foaked crufts of bread in »■ fpring. 1 Taking him afide accordingly, ‘f I am miflaken: J(faid I) if you are noc that Signior Melchior, witty : ♦whom I had the honour to breakfaft one day, at) the fide of a clear fpring between Valladolid and Segovia. I was in company with a journeyman: ‘ ■barber; we had feme proviftons in a knapfack^ I •which being joined to yours, made up a pretty: t little rfcpaft, which was feafoned with a thoufand ; agreeable, fa Dies.” Zapata having mufed fome mi^ii nutes, anfwered, “ You mention a circumftanc^: which I iecaf without cdifficulry i I was then re^ ' turning to Zamora, from having made an unfuc-i si cefsful attempt on the ftage at Madrids I remem- ber too, that I was in very bad circumftances.M .1 “ I remember the fame thing faid I) by this to-ii: ken, that you wpre a jacket lined with play-bills.: j You fee I have not forgot it, no more than thats: you complained at that time of having too chaftej ij a wife.” “ Oh ! I have no caufe to complain of) that at prpfent, (faid Zapata with precipitation) it 
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egad! my goffip is very much reformed in that particular ; and therefore »y jacket is better lined than formerly.” I was going to congratulate him on his wife’s reformation, when he was obliged to leave me, in order to appear upon the ftage. Curious to know his fpoufe, I made up to an a£!or, and do* fired he would fhew her to me. This he did j faying, “ There (he is ; that is Narcifla, the hand- fomeft of our ladies, your fifter excepted.” 1 im- mediately concluded, that this adfrefs muft be fhe in favour of whom the Marquis de Marialva had de- clared himfelf, before he had feen Eftella ; and my conjefture was but too true.” When the.play was over, 1 conduced Laura to her lodging, where-1 perceived feveral cooks preparing a great enter- tainment.- “ Thou rtayeft fup here,” (faid fhe} “ I won’t indeed, (faid 1) the marquis, perhaps, will choofe to be alone with you.” O ! not at all, ((he replied) he is to be here with two of his friends and one of our gentlemen ; and it is in thy own option to make the fixth. Thou knoweft that, in the houfes of a£lrefles, fecretaries have the privilege of eating with their' mafters.” “ True, (faid I) but it would be a little too eatlyt for me to put royfelf on the footing of a favourite fecretary. I muft firft enjoy his confidence, before I can merit that honourable privilege. So faying, I left her, and repaired to ray eating-houfe, which I intended to frequent every day, fince my mafter kept no table at home. 

<2 a CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

JJe fufpei that evening with an extraordinary man: an account f avka: happened, between them. | 
IObferved in the hall a kind of old monk eloathedj in coarfe grey cloth, who was at fjupper all: alone in a coiner. Sitting down out of curiofity: jiift oppofite to him, I faluted him very civilly, and; he fliewed himfelf no le/s polite. My pittance .being brought, I began to difpatch it with a good; deal of appetite ; and while I ate in lilence, I fre- ; quently looked at this perfon, whofe eyes I al- ways found fixed on minp. Fatigued with his ftubborn perfeverance in looking at me, I addrefi'ed' him in thefe words : “ Father, have we ever feen; 

one another before ? You obferve me, as if I was pot altogether unknown to you.” He anfwered with great gravity, “ My reafon for fixing my eyes upon you, is to admire the pro-; 1 digious variety of adventures which are marked in the features of your face.” “ I fee, (faid I, with- an air of raillery) that your reverence deals in me-1 

topofeopy.” “ I may boaft of pofiefling that art, (replied the monk) and of having made prefages,'. which have been verified by the event. I am alfo, fkilled in -chiromancy, and will venture to fay,i that my Oracles are infallible, when I have com- pared the infpeflion of the hand with that of the. face.” Although this old man had all the appearance of l a .wife perfon, 1 thought him fo foolilh, that I could not help laughing in his face. Inftead of being offended, he-fmiled at my impolitenefs, and continued fpeaking in fhefe words, after having call his eyes round the hall, to be affured that no- . body 
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fcodjr liftened ; “ I am not furprifcd to fee you' fo prejudiced againft two fciences, which are looked upon as frivolous in thife age. The long'and pain- ful ftudy which they demand, drfcourag'is all the learned men, who rendunce ancf decry them, out of defpair of acquiring them. For my own part, I am not difconraged by the obfcurfty in Which they ate ftirouded, no more than by the difficulties which inceffantly occur in the fearch of chemical fecrets, and in the wonderful art of tranfmuting metals into gold. But I don’t ‘ confider, (added he. recollefling himfelf J that I fpeak to a young cavalier, to whom my difCoorfe muft in effeft appear quite Chimerical. A fample of my fkill will difpofe you much better than all I can fay, to judge more favourably of my art.” With thefe words, he took out of his pocket a phial full of red liquor ; and then faid : “ Here is an elixir which I compofed this mdfhing of the juice of certain plants diftilled in an alembick ; for I have employed almoft all my life, like De-- mocritus, in finding out the properties of minerals- and fimples. You fhall fee its virtue put to the proof. The wine which we nbW drink to fupper, though it is execrable, fhall become excellent.” So faying, he put Mto my bottle two drops of his elixir, which rendered my wine more: delicious than the beft that is drank in Spain. The marvellous ftrikes the imagination; and when once that is gained, the judgment is no longer nfed Charmed wit h fuch a fine fecrer, and perfuaded that he mufl be more than the de- vH, who could find it out, I cried in a rranfport pf admiration-, ” O ! father, pray pardon me, if I took you at firft for an old fool ; I now do juftice to your capacity ; and need no more than I have 

C 3 Teen, 
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feeOj.ta be affpred, ihat^ou could* if'you plcafed, ■ convert in an intiant a bar of iron into an ingot ; 

of gold. . How happy fliould I be,, could 1. poiTefs ( fucji an admirable fcitnce.” Heaven preferve you from fuch ap acqiuifition, (fmd the. old man, in« ; terrupting me with a profound figh. j Yi^u don’t i know, my fen, what a fatal ftcret you wifh for. I Inftead. of envying, rather^ pity me, for having : bellowed fo much pains to make myfelf unhappy. ! I live in continual cifquiet. I am afraid of being difeavered, and that my labours will be rewarded by perpetual impr.fonment. In this apprehenfion I lead a wandering life, difguifed fometimes like a ' prieft or monk, and fometimes like a peafant or civalier. Is it then an advantage to knowhow to make geld at that price'? And are not riches a ; real punijlhment for thofe perfoBS who cannot enjoy ■ them in tranquillity This. difcpuife Teeming .to me very fenfible, I : faid to the fage, “ There is nothing like a quiet 1 life : you give me a difguft at the philofopber’s . ftoneand I will be contented with learning of j you the future events of my life ” “ With ail myi heart, .child, anfwttred be, I have, already made: my remarks on your features : let us now fee yourr hanjl.” I,prefented it to him wiih a confidence, that will not do me much honour in the opinion of - fnne readers ; and he having examined jt with great attention, exclaimed in a fit of enthufiafm, “Ah! what tranfitions from grief to joy, and' from joy to grief! What capriciops fuccefiions of; misfortune and profperity ! But you have already experienced a great .deal of tbefe viciflitudes. You i have not a great many more affliftiona to undergo ; and a nobleman will confer upon you an agreeable : deftiny, not fubjedl to change,” After having af- 
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fured me, that I might depend upon his prediflion, he bade me farewel, and went out of tjje eating- houfe, leaving me quite ingroffed witli the,things -which I had heard. Itflid not at aii dcyjbt Uiar .the marquis de Marialva was the-.nobleman in fl.ueftion ; and of confequencj, nothing teemed m»re pofiible thamthe accomplifnment of theoracle- But though I had not- f«en the leafl appearance of probability, I could not have helped repofing an entire belief in the pretended monk, fo much au- 

; thority had he acquired in my opinion by his elixir. On my fide, that I might haffeiy the.happinefs that was predicted to me, I refolved to attach myfelf *o the marquis more than I had done to any o^my mailers 5 and having formed this refotution, I re- tired to our- hoqfefin a tranfport of joy that I can- not exprefs. Never did a woman leave a fortune- teller with more fatisfadlion, 
C H A P. X. 

'Tie eovtmijjion that the totaryuh tk Marialva gave te Gil Bias, and the manner in •which that faithful fe- cretary acquitted himfelf of it. 
THE marquis was not yet come hopie from the lodgings of his aftrefs ; and I foufid his valets de chambre playing at primero, in his apart- pient, expefling his return- 1 ma(le up to them, and we amufed oUrfelyes in making merry tin jwo .o’clock in the morning, when o.ur mailer qrriyed. He was a little furprifed to,fee me, and laid with a gracious air, which made me guefs that he re- turned very well fati&fied with his evening's, plea- fere, “ Kow, Gil Bias ! not yet a-bed ?” I ar,- fweretj, that I was firft willing to know what order! 
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orders he had for rtie. “ I fhall, perhaps, (he re- fumed) give you a commiflion to-morrow morn- ing; but it will be time enough then to tell you the particulars. Mean while, -you may go to reft ; and henceforth remember, that I difpenfe with your attendance in the evening, having dccafion for nobody but my valets de charftbre.” After this explanation, which at bottom gave me a good deal of pleafure, -fince it fpared me a piece i of fubjedlion which I fhould have fometimes felt in a very difagreeable manner, I left the marquis in his apartment, and retiring to my garret went to ; bed; but having no inclination to fleep, it came into my head, that I (hould follow the1 advice i whi'ch Pythagoras gives us; of recollefting at night ; all that we had done in the day, in order to ap- ■ plaud our good, and condemn our bad actions. I did not find my confcience clear enough to be' fatisfied with my conduft; but reproached myfelf | with having fupported the impofture of Laura. In vain did I fuggeft as an excufe, that I could not, in honour give the lye to a girl, who had nothing ' in view but to do me a pleafure ; and that, in feme lhape, I found myfelf under a neceffity of, being aft accomplice in the cheat. Little fatisfied \ with this apology, I anfwered, that T ought not i then to have puflied things fo far ; and that I muft j have a great deal of impudence to live with a nobleman, whofe confidence I fo ill repaid. In , fhort, after a fevere examination, I cbncluded, tbit if I was not a rogue, I was next kin to it. From thence palling to the confequences, I re- prefented to myfelf, that I played a very high ' game, in deceiving a man of quality, who, for niy fins, would perhaps food difeovef the trick. A 
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reflexion fo judicious terrified me not a little ; but the ideas of pleafure and intereft (oon difiipated my fear. Befides, the prophecy of the man with the elixir would have been fuffioent to remove tny doubts. I gave myfelf up, therefore, to the moft agreeable fancies : I formed new rules of arithmetic, to reckon within myfelf the fum to which my wages would amount at the end of ten years fervice. To this I added the gratifications which I (hould receive from my mafter ; and mea- furing them by his liberal difpofition, or rather by tny own defires, I had an intemperance of imagi- nation, (if I may be allowed the expreflion) which fet no bounds to my fortune. I was/gradually lulled by fo much wealth, and fell afleep in the very a£t of building caftles in Spain. . Next day, I got up at eight o’clock in the morn- ing, to go and receive my patron’s orders ; but as I opened my door, to go out, I was very much furprifed to fee him appear before me all alone, in his night.cap and morning-gown. “ Gil Bias, (faid he) laft night, when I left your fitter, I pro- tnifed to be with her this morning ; but art affair of confequence hinders me from keeping my word. Go and affure her from md, that I am very much mortified at the difappointment; and tell her, I fhall certainly fup with her in the evening. This is not all, (added he, putting into my hand a purfe with a little fhagreen box enriched with diamonds) carry this my pifture to her, and keep this purfe of fifty piftoles, which I give as a mark of the friendlhip I have already conceiv.ed for you.” I took the pidhire with one hand, and the pmfe 1 fo little deferved with the Other ; running inftantly to Laura, faying in the excefs of joy with which I- was tranfported, “Good! the prediction is vifibly' 
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accomplifhing. What happinefs is it to be thtf bfo-j ther of fuch a handfome and gallant girl ? What a; pity it is, that there is not as much honour as pro J fit and pleafure in it?” Laura, contrary to the cuftom of people of hep? profelfton, being ufed to rife early, I furprifed heci at her toilet; where, in expeftation of the Portu-J gueze, ihe joined to her natural beauty all the1 

auxiliary charms that the art of coquetry could be-, How. “ Amiable Eftella, (faid I to her when I entered) the loadftone of Grangers; I may now fiei at table with my mafter, fince he has honouredi me with a commiflion which gives me that prero-^ gative, and of which I come to acquit myfelf. He: cannot have the pleafure of your company this! morning, as he propofed ; but, for your confola.' tion, will fup with you at night: and he. fends: you his phfture, which to me feems a matter of Hill greater confolation.” I accordingly gave her the box, which, by thei bright fparkling of the diamonds that adorned it,; infinitely rejoiced her eye fight. She opened it: and /hutting it again, after having confidered the painting fuperficially, returned to the ftones, whofej beauty (he extolled, faying with a fmile, “ Thefi are copies which we women of the ftage value more than originals.” I then told her that the generous Portuguezej, when he entrufted me with the pifture, had grati-j fied me. with a purfe of fifty piftoles. “ I congra-< tulate thee upon thy good fortune, (faid fhe to me) this nobleman begins where others even rarely end.” “ To you, my dear creature, (I replied) I owe this prefent ; the marquis bellowed it upon me folely on account of my being your brother.” “ I wilh, (faid fhe) that he would give you as much 
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much every day; for I cannot exprefs how dear thou art to me. The very firft moment I faw thee, I attached myfelf to thee by a tie too ftrong for time to break. When I loft thee at Madrid, I .did not defpair of finding thee again ; and yefter- day, when I faw thee, received thee as a man whom fate brought back to my arms. In a word, my friend, heaven has deftined us for one another : ,thou lhalt be my hufband ; but we muft firft en- rich ourfelves. I want to have two or three more intrigues to make thee eafy for life.” I thanked her in a polite manner for the trouble fhe intended to take on my account; and we in- fenfibly engaged in a converfation that lafted till noon. Then I retired to give an account to my mafter of the manner in which his prelent was re- ceived : and though Laura had given me no in- ftrucfions on that fubjedf, I did not fail to compofe by the way a fine compliment, which I intended to repeat in her name. But when I went home, I was told that the marquis had gone out: and it was decreed that I ihould fee him no more ; as may be perceived in reading the following chapter. 

CHAP. XI. 
Gil Bias receives a piece of news, which is like a thun~ derbolt to him. 
I Repaired to my eating-houfe, where meeting two men of a very agreeable converfation, I ,dined and fat at table with them, till it was time ■to go to the play. Then we parted : they went about their own affairs, and I took the road to ,the theatre. I muft obferve, by the bye, that I Jiqd qll the reafon in the world to be in good hu- mour ; 
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mour; mirth had reigned in my converfation with! thefe two gentlemen ; my fortune had a mofu fmiling face ; and notwithftanding, my fpirits funk-,| ■without my knowing the reafon, and without myl being able to keep them up. It was, doubtlefsj a prefage of the misfortune with which I waai threatened. As I entered the green-room, Melchior Zapataii came to me, and telling me foftly to follow hi ml carried me into a private place, and addrefled me in this manner, “ Signior cavalier, I think it my duty to give you a very important piece of in-j telligence. Yon know that the marquis de Ma- rialva had, at firft, a paffion for Narcilfa, my wife j and already appointed a day to come and "take : flice of my rib, when the artful Eftella found r means to break the bargain, and allure the Por-i tugueze nobleman to her own charms. You may a Well believe, that an: adirefs does not lofe fuch t good prey without vexation. My fpoufe has thi< rl affair at heart, and is capable of undertaking any:: thing to be revenged : <he has now a fair occafionj Yeflerday, if you remember, all our fervantStj crowded to fee you : when the under candle-^fnuf, q fer told feme of the company, that he knew you J| very wall, and that you was nothing lefs tha| ( Elfella’s brother. This rep'ort, (added Melchior) reached the ear! ej of NareifTa, Who did not fail to interrogate thjir author, and he has; confirmed his aflertion, b; Ij telling her,' that he knew you Arfenia’s valet, a the fame time that Eftella, under the name o 1 

Laura, ferved that affrefs at Madrid. My wife tl charmed with this difeovery, will impart it ti j the Marquis de' Marialva, who is to1 be at thtl pfey this evening. Take your meafures accord ij ingly H 
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ingly ; if you are not a&ually Eftella’s brother, I advife you as a friend, and on account of our old acquaintance, to provide for your fafety. NarcifTa, who demands but one viftim, has allowed me to give you this notice, that you may prevent any finifter accident by immediate flight.” It would have been fuperfluous in him to fay more of the matter, I thanked the ftage-player for his information, and he eafily perceived by my terrified look, that I was not the man to give the candle-fnuffer the lye, I did not feel the leaft in- clination to depend upon my effrontery : I was- not even tempted to bid Laura farewel, left (he fhould have infifted upon my facing it out. I could very well conceive, that fhe was an aftrefs of fuch fkill, as to be able to extricate herfelf out of the dilemma ; but I faw nothing except an infallible chaftifement for me, and I was not fo much in love as to brave it. My foie ftutjy being, there- fore, to efcape with my houlhold gods, I.mean my baggage, I difappeared from the playhoufe in a twinkling, and, with the utmoft difpatch, Cau- fed my portmanteau to be tranfported to the houfe of a carrier, who was to fet out for To- ledo, at three o’clock next morning. 1 could have wilhed to be with the Count de Polan, whofe houle feemed my only afylum : hut I was not yet there, and 1 could not without the utmoft uneafi* nefs, think on the time I had to ftay in a city, where 1 was afraid they would fearch for me, even in the night. I did not, for all that, omit going to fupper, at my eating-houfe, although I was as much difturbed as a debtor, who knows that there are bailiffs at his heels. WKat I ate that evening, did not, 1 believe, produce excellent chyle in my fto- ji Voi. III. H mach. 
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mach. Being the miferable fport of fear, I examined every body that came into the hall; and when,, unluckily, any ill-looking fellow entered, (a com- mon cafe in thefe places) I fhivered with dread. Having fupped, in the midll of continual alarms, I role from table, and •■etumed to the carrier’s houfe, where I threw my.'df on a trufs of freih flraw, and lay till the hour of our departure. Mean while, my patience was fufficiently exer- cifed. I was attacked with a thoufand difagree-. able refleftions : when I chanced to (lumber, I be- held the furious marquif nfangling the fair face of; Laura with blows, and demolilhing every thing in her houfe; or heard him order his fervants to; make me perilh under the baftinado. Then dart- ing, I awoke ; and though to wake, is ufually a : great comfort after fuch a terrible dream, waking was to me more dreadful than the dream itfelf.' Happily for me, the carrier delivered me from; my affliftion, by giving me notice that his mules were ready. I was immediately a-foot, and, thank heaven ! fat out radically cured of chi- romancy and Laura. In proportion as we mo- ved from Grenada, my mind refumed its tran- quillity, and I began to enter into converfation. with the carrier. I laughed at fome pleafant 'l dories he recounted, and lod infenfibly, all myi ;d fear. I enjoyed a found deep at Ubeda, where' ll we lay the firft night, and on the fourth arrived] is at Toledo. My firft care was to ask a direction for the*p l Count de Polan’s houfe, whither I repaired, very well perfuaded that he would not fuffer me tor t lodge in any other place : but 1 reckoned without my hoft; for I found no body at home, but the|dj. houfe-keeper, who told me that his mailer had fee. 
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cut in the evening for the caftle of Leyva, havin*> received a mefiage that Seraphina was dangeroufly ill. I did not expefl the abfence of the count, which diroiniflied the joy I felt in being at Toledo, and induced me to take another refolution. Finding tnyfelf fo near Madrid, I refolved to go thither; refle&ing that I might pufh myfelf at court, where a fuperior genius, as I had bfeard, was not abfo- lutely neceffary to make a fortune. The very next day, I took the advantage of a return horfe for that capital of Spain ; and fortune conduced me thi- ther, in order to make me aft higher parts than thofe which I had hitherto performed. 

CHAP. XII. 
“ Ci! Bias takes lodgings in a loufe nihere be centraBs an . acquaintance with captain Chinchilla. The charaBer of that officer nvith an account of the affair that , , brought him to Madrid. 
ON my firfl arrival at Madrid, I fixed my ha- bitation in a houfe that was let into lodg- ! ings, where lived, among other people, an old ! captain, who had come from the farther end of ■ New Caftile, to follioit at court for a penfion, which he thought he had but too well deferved. His. name was Don Hannibal de Chinchilla. It was not without aftomfhment that I beheld him for the firft time, being a man turned of fixty, of a gigantic (lature, and extremely meagre. He wore a pair of thick whifkers, that curled up to his temples'on each fide. Over and above his want of a leg and arm, a large plaifter of green filk 

t fupplied the place of one eye; and. tlie .fears of many wounds appeared on his face. Thefe things u - 1 
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my good-will. He afterwards told me, that ra-: ther than be a burden to any bodyj 'he had accuf-1; fomed himfelf by degrees to live fo frugally, that the leal! nourilhment was fuficient for his | fubfiftence. This was but too true : his whole j food confifted of leeks and onions ; and, there- • fore, he was nothing but fkin and tone. That he i might have no witnefs of his wretched repafl, he j ufed to lock himfelf up in his chamber at meals- I ©btained,of him, however, by dint of intreaty, that we Ihould dihe and fup together ; and deceiving ? his pride by an ingenious compaffion, ordered more ’ vidluals and liquor, than 1 had occafiorf for, to be brought, and urged him to eat and drink. At firft , he flood upon ceremony, but at length he yieldi-d ; to my intreaties. After which, becoming infen-: bly more bold, he of himfelf, affifted me in clear- ing my plate, and emptying my bottle. When he had drank four or five draughts, and reconciled his ftomach to good nourifliment ; Truly, (faid he, with an air of gaiety) you are , very bewitching, Signior Oil Bias, you make me; do what ypu pleafe ; your behaviour diverts me of all fear of abufmg your beneficent dirpofition.’’, My captain, at that time, feemed fo weH rid of his rtiame, that if I had laid hold of the oppot- ; tunity of prefling him again to accept my purfe, I believe he would not have refufed it. But I did not put him to the trial ; contenting myfelf with having made him my mefs-mate, and with taking, the trouble not only of writing his memorials, but alfo of heiping him to compofe them. By meant of having copied homilies, I had learned to turn a period, and was become a kind of author. The old officer on his part piqued himfelf on his knowledge in compofit on s fo that exerting our- felvas 
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felves together, through emulation, we produced morfels of eloquence, worthy of the moft cele- brated maflers of Salamanca. But in vain did each of us exhauft his genius, in fowing flowers of rhe- toric in thofe memorials ; it was ho better, as the faying is, than fowing them on fand. What- ever expedient we fell upon to inhance the fer- vices of Don Hannibal, the court paid no regard to it. A circumftance that did not at all engage the old invalid to make the elogium of thofe officers, who ruin themfelves in} the field. In his bad hu- mour, he curfed his fate, and wilhed Naples, Lom- bardy, and the Low Countries, at the devil. To compleat his mortification, it happened.one day, that, under his very nofe, a pbet, introduced by the duke d’AIva, having rehearfed, in the pre- fence, an ode on the birth of an infanta, was gratified with a penfion of one hundred ducats. 1 believe the maimed captain would have run mad on this occafion, had I not been at great pains to recompofe him. “ What is the matter ? (faid I, feeing him quite befide himfelf) there is nothing in this that ought to give you uneafinefs. Has it not been- the privilege of poets, time imme- morial, to make princes pay tribute to the mufe > There is not a crowned head in the world, that ' does not gratify one of thofe gentlemen with a penfion : and, between you and me, thefe forts of rewards, being generally tranfmitted to the knowledge of pofterity, immortalize the libe- rality of kings ; whereas the other recompence* which they bellow, are often but fo much lofs to their reputation. How many rewards did Auguflus difpfcnfe ? How many penfions did he grant, of which we have not the lead intimation? But the moft remote pofterity will always know. 
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as we do, that Virgil received near two hundred j tiioufand crowns, from the bounty that em- ; neror.” Notwi'thftanding ail I could fay td Don Hanni- j bal,' the fruits of the ode .duck in. his ftomach like J lead j and pi he could not digelh it, lie refolved : 

to abandon the whole of hi)j purfuit. But firft, 1 being willing, as his laft effoit, to prgfent one j other niemodal to the duka of Lerma; we went j together to the houfe of tliat prime.minifter, where < We met a young man,' who having faluied the i captain, faid to him, with am afte^lionate air, i “My dear old mafter, is it you ! wbaf.atf'air has brought you hither ? If you havie occafton for a j perfon of intereft with his highnefs, pray; corn* j niand me ; I offer you my good offices.”’ “ How, i Tedrillo ! ^replied the captain) to hear you talk, one would imag ne y.eu enjoy fofne important poll ; in this family.” “I have, at feaft, (anfwered j the young man) power enough to be of fervice to an honed country gentleman like you.” “ If that be the cafe, (faid the officer with a fmile) I have recourfe to your prote&ion.” “ ’Tis granted, (refumed Pediillo) let me know what is the bufi- nefs, and I pcomife you ffiall get feme fnips out of the minifter,.” We had no fooner communicated the affair to this.benevolent young fellow, than he alked where Don Hannibal lodged j in which being fatisfied, he affured us, that we ffiould hear of him next day ; and then difappeared, without giving us the leaft hint of what he intended to do, or even telling us whether or no he belonged to the Duke of Lerma. I was curious to know who this Pedrillo was, that feemed fo fprightly. “ He is a young fellow (faid the captain) who ferved me feme years ago, and wh^ 
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who feeing me in want, left me to go in queft of a better place. I don’t blame him for that: it is very natural for one to change for the better. He is a wag who does not want underftanding, and is as intriguing as the devil: but in fpite of all his art, I don t depend a great deal upon the zeal which he has exprefled in my behalf.” “ Who .knows, (faid I) but he may be of feme ufe ? If he belongs, for example, to fome one of the duke’s principal officers, he may have it in his power to do you fervice. You are not ignorant that every thing is carried, among the great, by cabal and intrigue; that they have favourite do- meftics, who lead them by the nofe ; and that thefe again in their turn, are governed by their own valets.” Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lodgings, “ Gentlemen, (faid he) if I did not explain my- felf yefterday on the means I have of ferving captain Chinchilla, it was, becaufe we were not in a place proper for fuch an explanation. Befides, I was willing to found the bufinefs, be- fore I difclofed it to you. You muft know then, that I am the lacquey and confident of Signior Rodrigo de Calderona, the duke of Lerma’s firft fecretary. My mafter, who is very much addifled to gallantry, fups every evening with an Arra- gonian nightingale, that he keeps encaged near the court. She is a very handfome girl, from Al- barazin, of good underftanding, and fings to ad- miration ; therefore (he is called Signiora Sirena. As I carry a billet-doux to her every morning, I have juft now feen her ; I have propofed that the flrall make Don Hannibal pafs for her uncle, and on that fuppofition engage her gallant to proteft him. She is willing to undertake the affair ; for, btfi ies the 
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t-he fmall advantage ftie forefees in it for - herfelf,! fhe will be extremely glad to be thought the niece- of a brave gentleman.” Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this) propofal, and exprefled a reluftance in making' himfelf an accomplice in fuch a prank j and ftill; more, in fuffering.a lhe-ad^.’enturer to diihonoarj his family, by faying ftie belonged to it- He was| difgufted at it, not only on account of himfelf,; but alfo perceived in it, (if 1 may be allowed the expreflion) a retro-adlive ignominy upon all his- anceftors. This delicacy feemed very unfeafonablei to Pedrillo, who being ftiocked at it, exclaimed,! “ You jeft fure, to take it in that view ! Youj are fuch a fet of people, you cottage ’fquires, yourj vanity is quite ridiculous. Signior Cavalier, (hej purfued, addrefling himfelf to me) are you notj furprifed at the fcruples he makes ? Egad ! it is a fine thing indeed, to ftand on fuch pundliUo’s ar court! Fortune is never negiedted there whatever fhape it afliinies.” I approved of what Pedrillo faid, and we ha-' rangued the captain fo fncpefsfully, that we pre- vailed upon him, in fpite of himfelf, to becomfe,’; Sirena’s uncle. When we had gained this vidlory* over his pride, we laid all our three heads toge-i ther, in-order to compofe a new memorial for the! •minilter, and it was revifed, augmented and cor-: redted accordingly. ; 1 then wrote it out fair, andi •Pedrillo carried it to the Arragonian lady; wh<j,‘ that very evening, jaut it into the hands of Signior Don Rodrigo, to whom - fhe-fpoke in fuch a man- ner, that the fecretary believing her really the. captain’s niece, promifed to’exert h mfelPin his behalf. A few days aftei, we faw the eflea of this outwork. Pedrillo came to our lodging with an. 
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an air of triumph : “ Good news, (faid he to Chinchilla) the king is going to make a diftribu- t»on of governments, benefices, and penfions, in tyhich you (hall not be forgot. But I am ordered to a(k what prefent you intend to make to Sirena. As for my own part, I declare I’ll have nothing at ail. I prefer the pleafure of having contributed towards bettering my old mailer’s fortune, to all the gold in the world. But this is not the cafe with our nymph of Albarazin : (he is a little Jewifhly inclined, when the bufinefs is to oblige her neighbour: (he would take money of her own fa- ther ; fo you may judge if (he will refufe it from a pretended uncle.” . “ Let her mention her demand, (replied Don Hannibal) (he (hall, if (he pleafes, have yearly one third of the penfion I obtain ; and that ought to fatisfy her, if the whole revenue of bis Catholic Majefty were concerned in the bargain.” “ For my own part, (replied Don Rodrigo’s Mercury) I would chearfully rely upon your word, becau(e I know the value of it j but you have to do with, a little creature who is naturally diftruftful. Be- fides, (he would much rather have, once for 9II, two thirds of the produft advanced in ready money.” “ Where the devil does (he think I (hall find it, (cried the officer, haftiiy interrupting him) does (he think I am a money-broker ? It feems you have not made her acquainted with my fituation ” “ Pardon me, (replied Pedrillo) (he knows very well that you are as poor as Job : after what 1 have told her, (he cannot be ignorant of your circumftances. But don’t give yourfelf any trouble about the matter, I am a man fertile in expedients I know an old rogue of a lawyer, who takes pleafure in lending bis money at ten per 



go The ADVENTURES of 
per cent. You fhall make an afiignment, with i fecurity to him, before a notary, of the firft year of your penfion, for the like fum, which you /hair' acknowledge to have received from him, and'| which you will touch in effedf, the intereft in- cluded. With regard to the fecurity, the lender i will be contented with your caltle of Chinchilla, j fuch as it is; fo that we lhall have no difpute up- | on that fcore.” The captain protefted that he would accept of the conditions, if he (hould be lucky enough to * have any (hare in the favours which were to be \ diftributed next day. And he was not difap- '■ pointed ; being gratified with a penfion of three hundred piftoles on a certain government. As ' foon as he underftood this piece of news,* he ; gave all the fecurity that was demanded, tranfaft- j ed his little affairs, and returned to New Caftile f with fome piftoles in his pocket. 

CHAP. XIII; 
C/V Bias meets bis dear friend Fabricius at court: their mutual joy, they repair together to a certain place, ] nvkcrc a curious ccmierfation happens betnueen them. 
IContrafled a cufiom of going every morning to i court, where I commonly fpent two or three \ hours, in feeing the grandees pafs and repafs, i though they appeared there without that fplendor, j which furrounds them in other places. One day as I walked to and fro, and ftrutted through the apartments, making, like many o- thers, a foolifti figure enough, I perceived Fabri- . cius, whom I had left at Valladolid, in the fervice of an hofpital diredtor. What artonilhed me was, that he talked familiarly to the duke of Medina 



G I L B L A S. 81 
SMonia, and the marquis of Santa Cruz. Nay, thefe two noblemen feemed to liften to him with pleafure, and he was as well drefled as a man of quality. Am I not /iniftaken ? faid 1 to myfelf. Can this be the fon of barber Nunnez ? Perhaps it is feme young courtier who refembles him. I did not long remain in doubt: the noblemen went away, and I accofted Fabricius. He knew me at firft fight: and after having made me fqueeze through the crowd with him, to get out of the apartments. “ My dear Gil Bias, (faid he, em- bracing me) I am rejoiced to fee you again. How art thou employed at Madrid? art thou Bill in fervice ; or haft thou fome poft at court ? Give me an account of all that has happenecf to thee, fmce thy precipitate retreat from Valladolid.” “ You ask me a great many queftions at once, (faid 1) and we are not now in a proper place to relate adventures ” “ Jhou art in the right, (he' replied) we (hall be at more liberty in my lodg- ings. Come, I will (hew you the way 5 it is not far from hence. I am quite my own mafter agreeably lodged, perfeftly eafy in my circum- ftances, I am contentgd with my fituation, and happy becaufe 1 think myfelf fo,” I accepted the propofal, and followed Fabricius, who flopped before a very fine houfe, where he told me he lodged. Wa crofted a court, where, on one fide, there was a great ftair-cafe that led to very fuperb apartments, and on the other a fmall flight equally dark and narrow, by which we af- cended to the lodging he had f > much extolled. It confided of one room only, which my ingeni. ous friend had divided into four, by thin deaf boards. The firft fervtd as an anti-chamber to »he fecond, where he lay ; he had made a clofet vox., m, i of 
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of the third, and a kitchen,of. the laft. The cham-j • l her and antichamber were lined, with maps and rt thefes of philofpphy, and the furniture was fuitableM tq this kind of hanging 5 confifting of a largA Ijrocard bed, very much worn, old chairs coveretBB with yellow ferge, garnilhcd with a fringe of Gre-1*’ nada filk,of the fame colour; a table with gildi fget, covered with leather that feemed to he oncajp red, and bordered with a tinfel fringe becometp black by the Japfe of time } with an ebony cup- c board, adorned with figures coarfely carved. Hall had, inftepd of 9 bureau, in his elofet a little ta-l ble ; and his library was compofed of feme books, | yvith feveral bundles of paper lying on IheJves, pla-je Ced above one another, along the wall. His kitchen,!« which was conformable to the reft, contained feme; r earthen ware, and other neceflary utenfils, ! Fabricius, after having given me time to con-: n fider his apartment, faid, “ What doft thou thinkj 1 of my lodging and oeconomy ? a’n’t thou en-<n chanted with them ?” “ Yes, faith, (1 replied, 1 fmiling) I an) fo. Thou muft certainly have play-| ed thy cards well at Madpid, to be fo well fufniihed, '£hqu, d°ubtlefs, enjoyed fome port.” “ Hea-= ven forbid! (replied he) the bufinefs 1 follow is above! all.emplpyments whatever. A man of fafhion, to; whom this houfe.belongs, gave ms a room, which* I have divided into four, and furniftied, as tliou< feeft. I meddle with nothing but what gives mej pleafure, and feel not the cravings of necefiiry.”* “ Pray be more explicit, (faid I, interrupting him); you irritate the defire I have of knowing what you. do. ’ “ Well, (faid he) thou /halt be fatisfied. lam. turned author, and have commenced wit; I write (n verfe as well as in profe, and am equally good 

Then. 
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'' “ Thou a favourite of Apolk)! (cried I, laugh- ing ) This is what I never could have divined. 1 ihould have been much lefs furprized to have ■found thee in a quite contrary fituation. What charms couldft thou find in the condition of a poet 1 Methinks thefe people are commonly defpifed in Civil life, and are far from having an eftablilhed or- dinary.” ‘‘ O fy ! (cried he in his turn) thou ■talked of thofe miferable authors, whofe works are the refufe of libraries and players. Is it to be won- dered at, that fuch writers are not efteemed ? But good authors, my friend, are on a better footing in the world; and I may fay, without vanity, that I am one of that number.” “ I don’t at all doubt it, (faid I) thou art a young fellow of excel- lent genius. That which is compofed by thee can- not be bad. All that I am at a lofs to know is, how thou waft firft feized with the rage of rhyme.” • ■“ Thy fufprize is juft^ (replied Nunnez!;) I was fo well fatisfied with my fituation while in the fer- vice of Don Manuel Ordonnez, that I did riot fd much as wi(h for anyother. But my genius rifin^ by degrees, like that of Plautus, above fervitude, I 

x compofed a comedy, which wasafiid by the com- pany who performed at Valtadol'd. Although it was not worth a fig, it met with great fuccefs ! from whence I concluded that the public was a good milch cow, Which eafily parted with its ftorel This refleftion, joined to the furious defire of cdm- pofing new pieces, detached me from the hofpital. The love of poetry banilhed my pafiion for riches 5 ’ and refolving to repair to Madrid, as the center of wit, in order to form ray tafte, I demanded my difmiflion from the direflor, who did not grant it without regret, foimuch affeifliori had he conceived for me.” ‘‘ Fabricius, (faid he) haft thou any 1 a caufe 
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caufe to be dififaii&fied,?”. “ No, Sir; (I repfied] you are the beft of matters ; and I am penetrated- with your generofity. But, you know, one muft follow his deftiny I find I am born to eternize' my name by works of genius. ’ “ What folly- pofiettes thee ! (refumed the good citizen) thou halt .already taken root in the hofpital, and art of that: kind of wood of which Rewards and even direftors| ar* made ” Thou art going to leave what is folid,: in order to employ thyfelf in trifles ; and thou wilt foon repent of thy imprudence, my child. The direflor feeing that he oppofed my defigni to no purpofe, paid my .wages, and over and a- bpve, made me a prefent of fifty ducats, as a re-; compence for my faithful fervices: fo, that with j this, and what I found means to glean in the little : commiffions that were intruded to my integrity, I was in a condition, cn my arrival at Madrid, to appear in a very handfome manner. This I failed ? not to do ; though the writers of our nation dont much pique themfelves on their neat appearance. . J foon became acquainted with Lope de Vega *, Mi- , guel Cervantes de Saavedra f, and other famous au- thors ; but in preference to thofe great men, I chofe for my preceptor, a young batchelor of Cor- ! dova, the incomparable Don Lewis de Gongora, 3 the fineil genius that ever Spa n produced. H* will not allow his works to be printed in his life- : time, but contents bimfelf with reading them to 1 
* LopeFelix deVegaCarpio, a renowned dramatic poet, ; as much admired by the Spaniards, asShakefpear, (with whom he was cotemporary) is by the Engliih. He com- pofed igoo pieces for the ftage, in verfe, befides many other works that proclaim the fruitfulnefs of his genius, f Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the celebrated au- thor of Don (Quixote. 
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his friends^ and whaf is very remarkable; nature has endoed: him vtrith 'tHen rare talent of'fte’- ieeding in all kinds of poetry .11 fie chiefly ey.ttl4 infetire; which is indeed hiS' main -ftrength. He is not (like Luciliae) a muddy riverthat fsVeeps a- Itaig with it abundance of llime; bat rather ttlfe Tagus, that rolls over golddh1 faiids its' lirhpid ftream.” Thou draw-eft, (faTd'T to Fatrictus)' an agreeable pidture of-this fame batchelorj and t don’t doubt that a perfon of -Arch merit has a great number of envious enemies.”- “ All bar do- thort (he replied) good as Well as bad, inveigh bit- terly againlt him. He ddHghts, fays- one, in bom- baft, points, metaphors, and tranfpriifion. H:s' verfes, faith another, are as erbfcure as thofef which1 

the Salian prtefts fang in their proceftioni, and’ dvhtcli no body uhderflood. Others again find fault with his compofing fometftnes fonnets or romances, (bmetrmes comedies, ftanzas and acroftics ; as if he had fooiifhly undertaken to eclipfe all the great maf- ters in their Own different ways. But all thefe effortd Of jealoufy are baffled by'dmafe that is cherifhed by all ranks of people, from the higheft to the loweft. It was under this fkilful- mafter that I ferved my appremicefhip, and I dare fay, it has appeared : for, I have fo-happily imbibed his genius, that I have already compofed fome detached pieces which he would not blufh to father. I opened my ware, (according to' his example) in the houfes of the great, where I am wonderfully well received, and have to do with people who are not difficult to pleafe. ’Tis true, indeed, my fuccefsful beginning has been of no differvice to my later dirmpofnions. In fhort, I am beloved by feveral noblemen, and in particular, live with the Duke de Medina Sidonia, as Horace once lived with Maecenas, you fee (added I 3 J^abri- 
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Fabridus) in what manner I was tnetatnorphofed in-4 to an author, I have nothing eHe to relate j fo that! It is now thy turn,Gil Bias, to rehearfe thy exploits.”! I opened accordingly, and (upprefling every tri-i vial circumftance, gave him the detail he defired 5' after which, it being dinner time, he took out of his ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, fome bread, the remains-of a /boulder of roaft rtiuttonyi a bottle of excellent wine, and we fat down to table with all the gaity of two friends who meet,-' after a long reparation. Thou feed (faid he) my,; free and independent life : I might, if I would,! go and dine every day vyith the people of quality ; but, beljdes that^he poefic inclination keeps me of- , tentimes at home, I am a fort of an Ariftippus j ; and can equally accommodate myfelf to company; and folitude, to affluence and frugality.” We liked the wine fq^well, that,.there was a neceffity of taking another boule from the flore ; and towards ? the end of the report, I expreffed a defire of feeing' fome of his, productions. He immediately fearched j among his papers, fora fonnet, whichhe read aloud ‘ with great emphafis. Neverthelefs, in fpice of the. charms of his reading, ,I found the performance fo ,■ obfcur.e, that I could not comprehend the meaning ! of one fyllable. Perceiving my ignorance,This j fonnet (faid he) does not feem very clear to thy -iap- prehenfion : is it not fo ?” I owned to him, that F coult) have wilhed it had been more plain. Upon whicl^ he fell a laughing at my expence. “ If t^is fonnet (he refu'med) is not intelligible, fo' much the better. The natural and .fimple won't do for fonnets, odes, and other works that require the fublime. The foie merit of thefe, is in their obfcunty } ar^d it is fufficient if the poet himfelf thinks be underrtands them.” “ You joke, friend. 
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laid I, interrupting him) good fenfe and perfpicuity ought to be ingredients in poetry of all kinds what- ever j and if thy incomparable Gdngora writes not more plainly than .thob doft, 1 confefs my opinion of him'finks apace. He muft be a poet who can never deceive any other age than his own. Let us now have a fpecimen of thy profe.” Here- upon, Nunnez produced a preface, which (he faidj he intended to prefix to a'cctfleSHoh of comedies that he had then in the prefs ; and having read if'* asked my opinion. “ I am (faid I) no better plea- fed with thy profe than with thy poetry. Thy fon- net is a piece of verbbfe fuftian ; and thy preface is compofed of far-fetched expfeflions, words that have not the public (damp, perplexed phrafes ; in a word, thy ftile is quite peculiar to thyfelf; and the books of our bed authors, antient as well as modern, art written in a quite different manner.”' “ Poor Ignoramus 1 (cried Fitbricius) thou doft not know then, that every profaic writer who now afpires at the reputation of a delicate pen, affedls thar Angularity of ftile, and thcfe odd expreffions which ihock-thee fo much. There are of us, fiv«i or fix bold innovators who have undertaken to make a thorough change jn the language; arid we will accomplidi it (pleafe God) in fpite of Lope de Vega, Cervahtes, and all the fine geniufes who cavd at our new modes of fpeech. We are feconded by a number of partizans of didtinftion, and have •ven fome theolopcians ib our cabal. After all, {added hte) ourdefign is commendable ; and, prejudice apart, we are more valuable than thofe natural writers, who fpeak like the common run of mankind. I don t know for what reafon, they are efteemed by ftrtnany perfons of honour. Their manner was proper enough at Athens, or 6 Rome,. 
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Rome, where there was no di<3in<ftion in point of fpeaking ; fo that Socrates fa id to Aleibiades, the people was an excellent fchoolmafter. But at Madrid, we have both.a good and bad language; and our courtiers exprefs themfelyes quite other-, vyife than our citizens, believe.me. In ihort, our pew ftile overtops that of our amagonifts. 1 will, by one example, make thee perceive the difference between the gentility of our diftion, and the flat-* nefs of theirs. They would fay quite plainly, (for inflance) “ Interludes embdlifh a comedy.” While yve with more fpirit, woujd pronounce—Intern lodes create beauty in a comedy.’* Take notice of that, “ Create beauty.” Doft thou perceive all the brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the prettinefs of the expreflion ?” I interrupted my innovator with a loud laoghs “ Go, Fabricius, (faid I) thou art quite an origin nal with this thy precious language.” f‘ And thou (anfwered he) art no better thap a beaft, with thy natural ftile. Go, (faid he, repeating the words of the archbiihop of Grenada) go and tell my trea- furer, to give,you an hundred ducats ; and heaven direii you with that fum ; adieu, Mr. Gil Bias, J wirt* you a great deal of good fortune, with a lit- tle more tafte.” I redoubled my mirth at this fa)ly, and Fabricius forgiving me for having fpoke fo. irreverently of his writings, loft nothing of his good humour. We finilhed our fecond bottle, and getting up from> table in a pretty good trim, went out with a de- fign to walk in the Prado, but pafling by the door of a tavern we took it in our.heads to go in. ft This place was ufually frequented by good com- pany : and I obferved in two feparate halls, a great many cavaliers amufing shemfelves in different dU j verfions. 
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Veffions. In one, they played at draughts and primero ; and in the other, ten or twelve perfons were liftening very attentively to adifpute between two profefled wits. We had no occafion to go near them, in order to learn that a metaphyfical pro- pofition was the fubjeft of their difpute : for they talked with fuch warmth and tranfport, that they looked like people pofieffed. I imagine if Eleazar’s * ring had been put under their nofes, we (hould have feen devils iflue with their breath. " Good God ! (faid 1 to my companion) what pafTion ! what lungs ! Thefe difputants were certainly bom to be public criers. The greateft part of mankind are mifplaced.” “ Yes, truly ; (he replied) thefe people feem to be of the race of Novius f, that Roman banker, whofe voice exceeded the noife of carmen. But (added he) what gives me the great- eft difguft at their difcourfe, is, that our ears are Aunned to no purpofe.” We removed at a dif* tance from thofe vociferous metaphyficians, and by 

* Eleazar, a famous magician who caft out devils, by tying to the jiofe of the poireffed, a certain myftical ring, which the daemon no fooner fmelled, than he over- turned and abandoned the patient. He performed before the Emperor Vefpafian, and in Older to fhew the power he had over the devil, commanded hyn to overfet a pitcher of water. This the daemon immediately com- plied with, to the aflbnifhment of all prefent. f Novius, whom M. La Sage honours with the title of banker, was no other than a rankufurer, who, from being a Have came to be a rich citizen of Rome. Ho- race, who has perpetuated his infamy, has alfo immorta- lized the loudnefs of his voice in the fixth fatire of his Bril book. —at hie plauftra ducenta Concurrantque foro triafunera magna fonabit Cornua quod, vincatque tubas — — that 
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that expedient, I prevented a violent head-ach-whicB had begun to fe ze me. We went and fat dowj in the corner of the other hall, whence, while vxi drank refreftiing liquors, we examined the cavai liers as they came in and went out; as Nunne» knew almoft all of them. “ Egad ! (cried he) thai difpute of our philofophers, won’t be foon over : here are frefli reinforcements arriving : thefe thret men will engage in the fray. But feeft thov theft two originals going out ? That little, fwarth/j, withered creature, whofe lank ftraight hair falfti down in equal portions, before and behind, is called Don Julien de Vellanunno ; and is a young judgh who affedls the beau : one of my friends and •going to dine with him t’other day, furprized him; in a pretty fingular occupation. He was diverting Jiimfelf in his ciofet, by throwing away the writ- ings of a procefs, of which he is to make a report, and making a great grey-hound bring .them bade again to him.; while the dog tore them to pieces very handfomely. The name of that licentiate, with the copper-riofe, who accompanies him, is Doit' Cherubin Tonto, a canon of the church of Toledo, the weakeft mortal in the world ; though by his fprightly fmiling air, you would imagine he had 4) great deal of wit. He has bright fparkling eyes,; With an arch malicious fneer ; fo that one would8 

be apt to thihk him a wag. When he hears a de- licate performance read, ne liftens with fuch at-U tention as feems full of undeiftanding, and all thqj while, comprehends nothing, at all of the matter.1 He dined with us at the judge’s houfe, where an infinite number of witty things were faid : but he fpoke never a word, though he applauded them with gr maces, and geflures that feemed even fu- perior to the fallies we uttered.” “ Dqft 
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v ‘f Doft thou know (laid I to Nunnez) thefe two fhabby fellows, who, with their elbows on the table, fit in a corner, and converfe together in whifpers ?” “ No, (faid he) their faces are quite unknown to me ; but, in all likelihood, they are Coffee-houfe politicians, who cenfure the govern- ment. Mind that genteel cavalier who whittles as he walks through the hall, and flipports himfelf fometimes on one foot, fometimes on another ! that is Don Auguftin Moreto, a young poet who was born with feme genius, but flatterers and ig- norant people have almoft turned his brain. The man whom he accefts, is one of his confederates, who is alfo moon-ftruck, and rhimes in profe.” “ More authors ftill! (cried he, rtiewing me two well drefled men coming in) one would think they had made a rendezvous here, to pafs in review be- fore thee. Thefe are Don Bernard Deflenguado, and Don Sebaftian de Villa Viciofa. The firft is a genius full of gall, an author born under the pla- net Saturn, a malicious mortal, whofe pleafure confifts in hating all the world, and is himfelf be- loved by no body. As for Don Sebattian, he is a young fellow of candour, who will let nothing lie upon his conference; lie lately brought a perform- ance on the ftage, which had an extraordinary run ; and now he has printed it, that he may no longer abufe the efteem of the public.” . The charitable pupil of Gongora was going on, in explaining the figures of this pifture, .which fhifted fo often to the view ; 'when a gentleman be- longing to the duke de Medina Sidonia, came and interrupted him, faying, “ Signior Don Fabricio, I was looking for you, in order to. let you know that his grace would fpeak with you immediately, at his own houfe, Nunnez, who knew that a grandee’s 



9i The ADVENTURES 0f grandee’s wifhes cannot be too foon fatisfied, quitted me in a trice, to go and wait upon his Maecenas whiie.I remained very much aftoniflied to hear hinv honoured with the appellation of Don, and fee himt thus become noble in defp.te of his fire, mafter' Chryfoftom the barber. 
CHAP. XIV. 

Tubruius in'reduces Gil Bias to the feruice of count Ga.' liano, a Sicilian nobleman. 
IWas fo defirous of feeing Fabricius again, tliatj I vifited him early next morning. “ Good* morrow, (faid I, when I entered) Signior Don Fa- ; bricio, the flower, or rather glow-worm of the Afturian nobility !” At thefe words he laughed j heartily. Thou haft obferved then (cried he), that I am dubbed a Don ?” “ Yes, Mr. Gen- • tleman, (I replied) and give me leave to tell you, i that when you recounted your metamorphofes ypfterday, you forgot the beft part of it.” “ I j did fo, (anfwered he) but truly, if I have aflumed j that honourable title, it was not fo much with a "view to gratify my own vanity, as to accommodate . myfelf to that of others. Thou knoweft the hu- • mour of the Spaniards ; they make no account of an honeft man, if he has the misfortune to be both poor and mean born. I muft tell thee too, ■ that I fee fo many people call themfelves Don Fran- , eifeo, Don Pedro, or Don what-you-will, that if there is no cheat in the cafe, thou wilt allow no- bility to be a very common thing, and agree that a plebeian of merit honours it by ,his afibciation. ' But let us change the fubjeft, (added he) laft night I fupped at the Duke de Medina Sidonia’s, where, among other guefts, was Count Galiano, 



G I L B L A S. {>j 
.< Sicilian nobleman of the firft rank : and the converfation turning on the ridiculous effefts of felf love, I, charmed that I had it in my power to entertain the company on that fubjeft, regaled them with the ftory of the homilies. Thou mayeft well imagine they laughed heartily, and cenfurted the archbilhop as he deferved. This produced no bad effeft for thee ; for thou waft pitied by every body j and Count Galiano, after having aflced a good many queftions concerning thee, to which thou mayft believe I made fuitable anfwers, -defired me to bring thee to his houfe. 1 was juft now going ire queft of thee, to condufl thee thither. I fuppofe he intends to offer thee the place-of one of his fecretaries ; and I advife thee to accept of it. The! count is rich, and fpends like an embaflador, at Madrid : he is come to court, it is faid, to confer with the duke of Lerma, about the crown demefn# which that minifter defigns to alienate in Sicily. In fhort, Count Galiano, though a Sicilian, feems to be generous, juft and open ; and thou canft not ! do better than attach thyfelf to him : he is the man, in all probability, who is deftined to enrich thee, according to what was foretold in thy behalf at Grenada.” , “I had refolved (faid I to Nunnez) to live at large a little, and enjoy my felf a good while, be- j fore I fhould go to fervice again : but thou fpeakeft to me of this Sicilian count in fuch a manner, as ii ;induces me to change my refolution, and even to wilh I was already in his family.” “ Thou mayft foon be there, (he replied) orl am much miftaken.” At the fame time we went out together to the count, who lodged in the houfe of his friend Don Sancho d’Avila, then in the country. Vtu. 111. K We 
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We found in the court: a great number of pages) and footmen, cloathed in a Ijvery equally rich and gay'j and in the antichambe^ feverai uiheiSj gen« tlemcn, and other officers, all magnificently drelfed i bur witha) fo ugly, that they looked dike a cpm^ pany of apes in Spaniffi garb. There are figuresj both tf men and women, on which all art is thrown* 
Don Fabricius having fent in his name, was imme-J diately introduced imp a rcjprn, whither I followed him j and found the count in hip jnqrning gcwn^ fitting on a fopfia, and drinking chocolate;. W<s (aimed him with all the demonftrationspf the moft; profound refpedl; and he honoured us with anj inclination of the head, . accompanied by fuc^ a gracious fmile, as at ogee gained my heart. A; wonderful efie.df, though an ordinary or.a, which; a favourable reception fronvthe gi eat, produces in our breafls ! They murt receive us very ilhindeed,! before we be difgu(led at tlijir behaviour. i Having drank his chocolate, ho amufcd: himfelf fome tinie jn playing wiiii a laige baboomthat/a^ by him, .and. was called Cqpid. 1; don’t know- tor what reafon the name of. that god. was be.'Towet on this animal unlefs it was, becaufe it’ had al his malice; for it refembled him -in „no[hing[ fife. Such as it was, however, it did not huh to give yaft delight to its mai\er, who ivasffd; rSuch charmed with its merry tricks, that he bugged i, incefiamly in his arms. Though Nunnez and I were not much diverted with the gambols-of thi^ heart, we feigned oprfely.es inchanted with ipy per’ormances ; which plyafed the Sicilian fo much,, tha he fufpended the pleaf ire he enjoyed in this parti me, to tell me, “ Friend, you have it in pour option to be on# of my feaetariw : if yotf 
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like tfie plac*, I wHl give you two Hundred piftolej a year, without any other recommendation than that of Don Fabricio.” “ fAy lord, (cried Nun- hez) J am bolder than Plato, -who had not courag* enough to dhfwer for one of his friends, whom he lent to the tyrant Dionyfius. ' I am not afraid of bringing- reproaches upon myfelf, by vouching for my friend.” I thanked the ABurian poet with a low bow, for his obliging confidence : then addrefling myfelf to my patron, afliired him of my Zeal and fidelity. This nobleman no fooner perceived that I relifhed his jSropofal; than he ordered his ftevvard to be call- ed ;• to whom having communicated fomething iri a whifper, he faid, ** Gil Bias, I will tell you pre- fenlly \vhat is to be the nature of your employ- ment. /Mean while, you may follow my fteward, who ha| received orders concerning you. I ac- cordiogly obeyed, , leaving Fabricio with the count and Cupid. Tfie fteward, who was a moft fubtle Mefllneze, conduced me to his apartment, where he loaded me .with civilities'; and fending for the taylof who had equipped the whoje family, ordered him to make for jne with all difpatcb, a fuit of clpaths' of the fame magnificence as thofe of the principal officers, ’ The raylor having taken meafure of me, and' retired, “ As for your lodging, (faid the Mef- fineze) I know a chamber that will exaflly fit yqti. But have you brea'kfafted ?”’ (added he.') When I anfwered in the negative, “ Ah poor lad, (faid he) why did hot you fpeak ? Come, I will ftiew you to a place where, thank hfeaven, you rhay have what you will for the alking.” ■ 1 

So faying, he carried me down to the buttery; where we fbund the butler, a true Neapolitan, K a -every 
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every .whit as cunning as the Meffenian. It might) be laid qf,him and the Reward, 7{>(je fwo mate a. fair. This honeft hutler, with five or fix of his; friends, were cramming therafeives with ham, cold1 

tongue, and other relifliingbits, which obliged them' to redouble their draughts. We joined thefe hearty' qocks, and affifted them in their attacks upon the^ count’s beft wines. While this fcene pafltd in the' buttery, another fuch was ailed in the kitchen r the cook alfo treated three or four tradefmen of hi* acquaintance, who filled their bellies with rabbit] and partridge pies: the very fcullions enjoyedi themfelves on. what, they could pilfer : fo that I thought myfelf in a houfe abandoned to pillage : yet thefc were but trifles in comparifon to what |‘ did not fee. 
CHAP, XV, 

Count Galiano invrjh Gil Bias ncitb an employment it bis boufe. 
IW E N T to fetch my baggage to my new habir i tation ; and when I returned, the count was at' dinner, with feyeral noblemen and the poet Nun- nez, who called for what he wanted with an eafy air, and mingled in the converfation. Nay, I ob- ferved that every word he fpoke, afforded pleafure to the company. What a fine thing is genius! A man of wit can eafily turn himfelf into all ihapes. I dined with the officers, who were treated pretty much in the fame manner as our patron; and in the afternoon retired to my chamber, where I began to refleft on my condition. “ Well, Gil Bias, (faid I to myfelf) thou art now in the fervice of a Sicilian count, with whofe real charafler thou art'utterly unacquainted. If we may judge by appearance. 
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appearance, thou wilt be in this family like a filh in the water : but we multfwear to nothing ; and thou ought’ft to diftruft thy fate, the malignity of ^hich thou haft but too often experienced, Be- iiaes, thou doft not know for what employment thou art retained : he has already two fecretaries and a fteward ; what fervice then dods he expefl from thee > It looks as if he intended to make thee his Mercury. In good time ! One ca'Unp’t .he on a better footing with a nobleman, in, order'to'make his way to a good port. He who limits himfelf to honourable fervices only, moves llowly, ftep by ftep, and feldom gains his' point at laft. * While I was engrafted by thefe fine reflexions, a lacquey came to tell me, that all the company Vvho had dined at our houfe were gone home, and that the count wanted to fpeak with me. I flew inftantly to his apartment, where I found him lying on his couche, ready to take his afternoon's nap with his baboon, which always bore him company. ' “ Come hither, Gil Biis, (faid he) take a chait^ and liften to what I am going to. fay.” I obeyefl his orders, and he fpoke to me' lri tliefe terms't “ Don Fabricio has told me, that among othet good qualities, you poflefs that of attaching your-- felf to your mafters ; and that you are a young man of incorruptible integrity. Thefe two qualifica- tions determined me to take you into my fervice : for I have great cccafion for an affeflionate do'- meftic, who will efpoufe my Intereft, and em- ploy his whole attention in hufbanding my eftate, 1 am rich, ’tis true, but my yearly expence greatly exceeds my income. The reafon is plain ; J am plundered by my fervants, and live in my own houfe as if I was in a foreft among roblers. I fufpedl my butler and fteward of having a feilow- K 3 feeling 
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feeling the one with the other; and this is more1 

than enough to ruin me from top to bottom. You; ■will fay, if I have reafon to think them rogues,; why don’t I turn them away ? But where ihall I, find others made of a .different kind of ftuff ? I will be fatisfied with having them both obferved by’ a man who fhall have a right to infpett their con* duft ; and you are the perfon whom I have chofen. for that commiffion $ of which if you acquit your-' felf well, be affured that you fball not ferve an un- grateful mafter; for I will take care to procure for ; you a very advantageous fettlement in Sicily. ; 
Having fpoke thus, he difmiffed me; and that •very evening, in prefence of afl his domeftics, I; was proclaimed fuperintendant ofthefamily. This: did not give the Meffmeze and Neopolitan great: mortification at firft, becaufe they looked upon me as a jolly companion, of a good ccmpo-J ifition ; and concluded, that by giving me a fharq of the fpoil, they fhould be allowed to goon in | their old courfe. But they looked very filly next, day, when I declared to them, that I was an ene-| my to all mifdemeanof. I demanded of the butler an account of the :provifiqns ; I vifited the, cellar, and took an inventory of every thing he' bad in hU charge ; I mean, table-linen and plate.: 1 then exported them to be faving of our patron’s* wealth, to lay out with ceeonomy ; and ended my advice, by protefling to. them, that I would inr; form that nobleman of every thing that I fhould j obferve amifs in his houfe. I did not flop here j refolving to have a fpy, who might difcover if there was any finifter intelligence between them, I caft my eyes on a fcullion, who being won by my premifes, aifured. me that I could not have ap- plied to a mote proper perfon, to get notice ef every 
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every thing that happened in the houfe : that the butler and fteward were in a confederacy, and burnt the candle at both ends: that they daily fe- creted one half of the provifion that was bought for the family t that the Neapolitan took care of a lady who lived oppofite to the college of St. 'Thomas ; and that the Meflenian entertained an- other at the Sun-gate: that thefe two gentlemen fjent all forts of provifion to their nymphs every morning : and that the ‘ cook alfo, difpatched favoury mefles to a widow of his acquaintance in the neighbourhood : and that in confideration of bis fervices to the other two, to whom he was en- tirely devoted, he difpofed, as they did, of the wines in the cellar : in fhort, that thefe three do- meftics occafioned a moft horrible expence in the Count’s houfe. “ If you doubt my report, (added the fcullion) tajce the. trouble of going to-morrow morning about feven o’clock to the college of St. Thomas, and you (hall fee me loaded with a baiket, which will change your doubts into cer- tainty.” “ So, (faid, I to him) thou art agent to thefe gallant purveyors ?” “ I am (he replied) em- ployed by the butler, and one of my. comrade* afts for the fteward.” I had the curiofity to repair next morning at the appointed hour, to the Gollege of St. Thomas, where I did not wait long for my fpy, whom I faw coming along with a huge bafket filled with butchers meat, poultry, and venifon. I took an inventory of the particulars, of which I formed in my pocket book a fmall verbal procefs, that I went and (hewed to mjt.jnafter, after having told the trencher-fcraper, that he might execute his ccmmiffion as ufual. 
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The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally'pafi fionate, refolved in his firft tranfport to turn awayi the Neapolitan and Meflenian ; hut after having reflefled more coolly, contented himfelf with dif-j miffing the laft, to Whofe place I'fucceeded : fdi that my office of fuperintendant was fupprefiedj foon after its creation : and truly I was not forry for it 5 for it' was,‘properly fpeaking, no other! than the honourable employment of a fpy ; and al port which had nothing fubrtantial in it : whereasj by being made fteward, I became matter of thel flrong box, and that is every thing. The fteward always poflefles the firft rank among the domeftic*^ of a great family : and there are fo many fmalf- perquiflte's attached to his adminiftration, that he; may grow rich, even tho’ he be an honeft man. My Neapolitan, whofe budget was not yet ex- haufted, obferving my brutal zeal, that I got up' every morning, to fee and keep an account of: what victuals were bought, no longer fecreted; a part; but the rafdal continued to purchafe the; feme quantity as before. By this ftrafagem, in-, creafing the profit he drew from the refufe of the table, whidh was his perquifite, he found himfelf; in a condition to treat his charmer at leaft with ; drefled vidluals, if he could not furniffi her with raw provifion. In fhort, the devil loft no- thing by this reformation, and the count was not a whit the better for having the phoenix of ttew- j ards in his fdrvice. The fuper-abundance that I i then perceived at every meal, made me guefs this new trick, which I immediately defeated, by re- trenching what was fuperfluous in every courfe. This I did, however, with fuch prudence, that the alteration could not be perceived; one would have thought that there \va$ ftill the fame profu- 



GIL B L A S.' lot 
J5on: and yet, by this oeconomy, I cotifiderably ^irainifhed the expence. This was what my pa- •tron required j he wanted to retrench. Without appearing iefs magnificent : for his avarice was Cubordinate to his orientation. There was alfo another abufe to he reformed : I found the wine ran out apace: if; for example, twelve cavaliers happened to dine with my mafter, they would exhauri fifty, and fpmetimes five do- zen of bottles, i was aftonifhed at this wafte, and not doubting that there muft be Tome roguery in the cafe, confulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, with whom I very often had private conferences, and who made a .faithful report of every thing that was fahd or done in the kitchen, where he was not in the leaft fufpedfed. He told me, that rite wafte of which I complained, proceeded from a new league between the butler, cook, and thofe lacquies who filled the wine, and who carried off .all the , bottles half emptied, which were after- wards ihared among the confederates. I fpoke to the footmen on this fubjeft, and threatened to turn them out of doors, if ever they fhould think proper to repeat this prariice; upon which, they were reclaimed. My marier, whom I took care to advertife of the moft minute things which I performed for his advantage, loaded me with praifes, and grew every day more and more fond of me : and I, in order to reward the good fervices of the fcullion, treated him cook’s afliftant. The Neapolitan was enraged to find me always on the catch with him ; and was cruelly mortified with the contradiriions he underwent, whenever he prefented his accounts to me : for, that I might pare his nails the clofer, I took the trouble of going to marketj to learn the price of meat, juft before 
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before he went thither } and, as he attempted ti|j impofg upon me- afterwards, gliVe him a vigoroui repulfe. J was very well perfuaded, that he curf© me an hundred times a day ; but the fubjedl of hi malediftions hindered me from dreading their forcei I can't imagine how he Could bear my perfecutions; and remain in the ferviceof the Sicilian nobleman. Doubtlefs, in fpite of all my endeavours, he found his account in his peffeverance. : 

Fabricio, whom I frequently faw-, and to whom I recounted all my hitherto unheard exploits, ift quality of fteward; was more difpofed to blamel than applaud my condu£t. “ God grant, (faid he one day) that thou mayft be recompenfed for all, this difintereftiednefs ; but between thee and me^ I believe it would not fare the worfe with thee, if; thou Waft not quite fo rough with the butler.” “How!, (anfwered I) ftiall that robber charge in his bill tenqaiftoles for a fifh that did hot coft four,; and I pafs over that article ?” ct Why not ? (he replied coldly) let him give thee the half of the. fuper-plus, according to cuftom. In good faith !.' tny friend, (continued he, (halting his head) you are a haeer ninny, and, in all appearance, will, grow grey in fervitude, fince you negleft to flay' the eel while it is in your hand. Take my word; for it, fortune refembies thofe briflc airy coquets1 

who defpife the gallant that (lands upon cere- mpny.” I only laughed at the difcourfe of Nunnez, vyho laughed again in his turn ; and would have per- fuaded me that he had only fpoke in jeft, being afttamed of having given me bad counfel in vain; I continued firm in the refolution of being always zealous and faithful: I felt no inclination to be etherwife $ and I «lare fay, that in four months I 
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laved to my mafter, by my (economy, three thou- fand ducats at leaft. 

CHAP. XVI. 
y?K accider.t happens to Count Galiano's baboon, ivbiclo '■ is the cauje of great affiiBion to thai nobl man, ' Git \ 'Bias falls fck ; the confequen'ce of his dijlemper., 
ABOUT this time the repofe of the family was ftrangely difturbed by an accident which will feem trifling to the reader, though it turned out a very ferious matter to the fervants, and •fpecially to me : Cupid, that baboon of which V have made mention, that animal fo beloved by our mafter, attempting one day to leap from one win- ■ dow to another, acquitted himfelf fo ill it) the per- formance, that he fell down into the court, and 'diflocated his leg. The count no fooner under- flood this misfortune, than he uttered fuch piercing cries, that they wer? heard all .over the neighbour- :hood } ^n<j in the excefs of bis. grief, attacking all his fervants without exception, he; had well • nigh made a clean houfe. His fury, however, was limited to cyirfing our negligences, and abufing us, 'without fparing terms of reproach. Ho fent im- ‘ mediately for thofe furgeons who were- moft - i experf in fraftpres,and diflocated bones ; and who ‘ having yifited the patient’s leg, reduced it, and : ^applied bandages accordingly. But though .all of Jthem afTyred him there was no danger, my mafter • retained one of them in the houfe, to be always * near the anipnaj until it; was perfedlly cured. I fhould be to blame, if I paffed over in filence the ' grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of . the Sicilian qobleman, during1 the whole time of » the cute. Will it be believed, that all the day he 
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he did not ftif from his dear Cupid ? He was afi ways prefent when it was drefled, and got out o< bed to vifit him two or three times every night; But the moft troublefome' circu'mftance of all was, that every domeflic in the family, and I in par^ ticular, were always up, that we might be at hand, to be fent wherefoever it fhould be thought proper, for the fervice of -this ape." In a word,] we had no reft in the’ houfe, till fueh time as this plaguey beaft, having recovered of his fall, betoole himfelf again to his ufual caperings and tumblings.; After this, can we refufe to credit the report of Suetonius, when he fays Caligula loved his hoffel to fuch a degree, that he beftowed upon him a. houfe richly furnilhed, with officers to ferve him,! and even deftgned to make him conful ? My pa*: iron was no lefs charmed with his baboon, which j he would willingly have created a corregidor, had ;; it been in his power. An unlucky circumftance for me was, tha't I bad ; furpaffed all the valets in demonftrations of con eern, that I might, in fo doing, make my court? to my matter ; and undergone fuch fatigue in be- ' half of Cupid, that I fell lick upon it, and was ? feized with fuch a violent feveri that I loft my fenfes, and know not how I was marfaged1 for , fifteen days; during which, I was in a manner be- ' twen life and death. This only I know, that my youth ftruggled fo fuccefsfully againft the fever, and perhaps againft the remedies that were ad- miniftered, that at length I recovered my un- ; 

derftanding. The firft ufe I made of it, was to perceive that I was not in my own chamber ; and wanting to know the reafon, I asked it of an old woman who attended me : but ftie replied, that I muft not fpeak j for the phyfician had expredy 
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forbid it When we; are in’good-health, we com- monly l^ugh 3t the doctor.; but wiieo \|ve are lick, we calmly fubmit to his prefcription. I thought proper, therefore,;to-hold my tongue, how much foever 1. longed-tp conv'erfe with my nmfe } and was engaged in, refleffiqns on this fubjedt, when two fpruce beaus entered, dreded in velvet, with very fine ruffled linen. 1 imagined they were two noblemen, -friend* of my mafte'r,_ who out of confideration for hit^, came to fee me. On this fuppqfition* I made an. effort to At up, and fhewed my refpeQ: by takingpff my cap :, but my nurfe laid me all along again, and told me,, that thefe,gentlemen were myphyficjan ant} apo- thecary. - - • The do<3or coming tp the bed-fide, felt my pplfe, confidered my countenance, and obCerving all the fymptoms of an immediate cure, afiumed^ an air of triumph, as if. h? had greatly contpibuted to it : faying,, that there was nothing wanting to_ finifh the work, but a purge; after whiph, he might boait of having performed a cure.^ When he had fpoke'tbus, he made tlie apothecary . write a prefcription, which while he dictated, lie’ ▼iewed himfelf in a glqfs, .adjufted his periwig, and made fuch grimaces, tiiat l could not help laughing, in fpite of my weakly condition. He tbtn made me a folemn bow, and went away,, much more engrofled by his own figure than by the med cines he had piefcribed. 1 After his departure, the apothecary, who had ■ot come thither for nothing, prepared himfelf for doing fpmetliing, which may be eafily gueffed ;. whether he was afraid that the old woman could' not acquit berfelf with dexterity enough, or.wanted, so operate himfeli^ in order to enhance the value l (.V.l. Ill, L of 
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of his ware; but with all his addrefs, I don’t know how it happened, the operation was fcarcft performed, when I re ft o red to the operator alt that he had given me, and left his velvet fuit in* a fine pickle. He looked upon this accident a Misfortune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping binr»»i felf with a towel, in filence, went away, refolv-i o make me pay the feowrer, to whom he v certainly obliged to fend his cloaths. He returned next morning, mare plainly drafted, though he had no rifle to run that day, in bringing the phyfic, which the dotfor had preferibed the night before. For I not only felt myfelf mendingi every moment, but had fuch-an averlion, fjncei the preceding day, to phyficians and apothecaries^ that I even curled the univerfities where thofe gentlemen receive the power of flaying men with impunity. In this difpbfition, I fwore that I would taka no more medicine, and wilhed Hippocrates ai devil, with all his gang. The apothecary, whoi did not min'd what became of his competitions provided he was paid for it, left it on thttable^j and retired, without fpeaking a word. I < dered the villainous medicine to be thrown out a window immediately, being fd much prepOflefletA againft it, that I fhould have thought myfelf poi« foned, had I fwallowed it: To this flroke of dif-|| obedience, 1 added another. I broke filence, a told my nurfe, in a peremptory tone, that I ableaH futely inflfted on knowing what was become ol| my mafter. The old woman, who was appre-j henfive of exciting in me a dangerous emotiona fhould flte gratify rriy curibfity ; or refolving, peril haps, to irritate my diftemper by her obftinacy It made no anfwer j but I perflfted with fo n • • paflion H 
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Tpaftlon, that flic replied, at length, “ Signior ea" valier, you are now your own mafter, Count Ga' liano is gone back to Sicily.'* « I could not believe what I heard, and yet there • Was nothing more true. That nobleman, the very fecond day of my diftemper, fearing that I would -die-at his houfe, had the generOfity to order me T to be tranfported, with my little effects, to a hired room; where he had abandoned me, without ce- • Temony, to providence, and the care of a nurfe. In the interim, having received an order from court, obliging him to repafs into Scicily, he fet Cut with fuch precipitation, that I was not fo • much as thought of; whethef he already numbered me with the dead, or that •people of quality are troubled with (hort memories. My'nurfe informed me of all this, and likewif© affured me, that it was ihe who had called the phyfician and apothecary, that I might not periftt for want of afliftance. Thefe comfortable news threw me into a profound reverie. Adieu my advantageous fettlement in Sicily ! my fanguine hopes farewell “When any great misfortune happens to you, (fays a certain pope) examine yourfelf well, and you will always perceive that it was, in fame meafure, owing to your own fault.'* No difparagement to this holy father, I can’t fee how I contributed to my own mifchance on this occafion. When I found the flattering chimeras, with •Which I had fluffed my imagination, vanilhed, the next thing that I concerned myfelf about was my portmanteau, which I ordered her to bring to my bed fide, that I tnight examine it. I fighed, when I perceived it open, crying. Ah ; my dear L * port- 



'IST Ihe ■A &V!EU TIT RES of 
portmanteau, my only confoJation ! you ftavi been,- 1-lee, at. the mercy of ftrangers. “ No, no! Signior CJil Bias, (faid the -old woman) don’t bi ' uneafy: nothing is ftolen from you 9 -I have pro ' tefled your box, as if it had been my own hoi 

I found in it the fuit of cloaths.'which I ha< when I came into the count’s fervice, but I lookei in viin for chat which ’the Meflenian had prdcret to be made for me. My mailer had not-though proper to leave it with me, or elfe fomebody ha) 'made free with it, during my delirium. fVU ro: other baggage remained, and even a great leather! -purfe that contained my money, which I reckon* " twice, as I.could not, at firft, believe,- that then were but fifty piftoles remaining, of two hundrej and fixty that were in it before I fell fick. “ Wha is tilie meaning of this, my good mother ! (faid: 'to the nurfe^ my finances are terribly diminilhed^ “ And yet nobody,-except myfelf, have touche ’theft), (faid the old woman) and I have been a ‘frugal as poffible : but ficknefs is.very expenfiva ■ one-is always laying out. Here, (added the godi mother, taking a packet- of papers out of h| pocket) here is an account of the expence, as jiH as the current coin, which will Ihew that I hay ' not emplbyed a maraverii amifs.” 1 glanced over the bill, which .contained fifted or twenty pages. Mercy upon me I what a quan tity of poultry had been bought. While l wa out of my fenfes. There was in broths only, t the amourrt of twelve piAoles, at leaft. The oth« articles were anfwetable to this. It can’t beims gined, how much was laid Out for wood, candle: water aiyj bropms. Nevenbelefs, fwelled as thi 
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account was, the fum total did not exceed thirty Jjifioles, confequently there ought to be a remain- der of one hundred and eighty. This I repre- fented to her; but the beldame, with an air of de- votion, began to take all the faints to witnefs, that there were'but fourfcore piftoles in the purfe, when the count’s butler gave her the charge of iny portmanteau. “ What is that you fay, goody ? Scried I, with precipitation) was it the butler who put my things into your hands ?” “ Without doubt, it was he ((he replied) by this token, that when he gave me them, he faid, “ Good mother, when Signior Gil Bias is ftiff, don’t fail to treat him with a good funeral, for there is tnoney enough in the portmanteau to anfwer the expence.” “ Ah! damned Neapolitan! (cried I) I am no longer at a lofs to know how my money is gone: you have fwept it away, to make yourfelf fome amends for the thefts I hindered you to commit.” i After this apoftrophe, 1 thanked heaven , that the knave had not carried off the whole. Whatever reafon I had, however, to accufe the butler of having robbed me, I could not help thinking, that the nurfe might, poffibly, have done the deed. My fufpicion fell fometimes on one, fometimes on the other; but it was (till the fame thing to me. I faid nothing to the old woman : I did not even Cavil at the articles of her confcionable bill; for I Ihould have got nothing by wrangling ; and every one muft underfUnd his trade : my refentment, therefore, was contented with paying and dif- ' miffing her three days after. I believe, when (he went from me, Ihe adver- ‘tifed the apothecary, that (he had been difmifTed, L 3 and 



UP The ADVENTURES of i 
and Jhjt I w?s well enough to decamp, withotj ; taking my leave of Jiim ; for, in a moment after^; he came to me, quite out of breath, and prefented his bill, in which, under names that were utterlyi unknown to rrte, although I had been a phyfician,! he had fpt down all the pretended medicines, with.; which he had furnilhed me, while I was out of my fenfes. This bill might b,e juftly faid to have* been written in the true fpjrit of an apothecaryj and accordingly we difpufed about the payment c£ it. 1 infilled on. his abating one half of the fum he demanded : he fwore he would not abate on«j maravedi. Confidering, however, that he had to do with a young man, who might give him tha flip, by quitting Madrid that very day, he chofa rather to be contetited with what I offered, that isj three times the value of his drugs, than to ruri the rilk of lofing the whole, X gave him the money .with infinite regret, and he retired, full| revenged for the final! difgrace he had fullered pn the day of the glyfler. The phyAsian appeared almoft at the fame time j for thofe animals are always at the tail of ont another. I paid him f6r his vifits, which ha<j been very numerous, and fent him away very wet fatisfied. But before he would leave me, in ordej to prove that he had earned his fees, he relate; all the mortal fymptoms, which he had prevented 'in my diftemper : a talk he performed in ver learned terms, and with an agreeable air, thought was altogether above my comprehenfion. When 1 • had difpatched him, I thought I had got rid of al ' the mihillers pf the fates. But I was millaken a furgeon, whom I had never feen,, entered mj apartment, and having faluted me very refpe&fullj 
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exprefled great joy in feeing me out of danger; « deliverance which (he faid) he attributed ro two copious bleedings that he had performed, and fome pupping-glafles which he had the honour to apply. This was another feather to be plucked from my wing: I was fain to pay tribute to the furgpon alfo. After fo many evacuations, my purfe be- came fo feeble, that it was little better than a lifelefs corfe, fo little of the radical moiflure re- mained. \ began to lofe courage, when I faw myfelf re- lapfing into a ftate of mifery. I had, while I ' ferved my laft mailers, conceived too great af- feftion for the conveniencies of life,'and could no longer, as formerly, look upon indigence with the i eye of a cynic philofopher. I will own, how- ever, that 1 was very much in the wrong, to let myfelf fall a prey to melanchojy. After having fo often experienced, that fortune no fooner over- threw than Hie railed me up again, J ought tp , have regarded the troublefome Ctuation in which t J was, as another introduction to profperity. 

The End of the Seventh Poor, 
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BOOK VIII. 

CHAP. I. 
Gil Bias cvMrafls a ’good acquair.tanct, and chains a pofl that confoles him for Count Galiar.o's ingratitude. : ‘The biftory of Don Valerio de Luna. j 
MY not having heard of Nunnez all this time, furprifed me fo much, that I' concluded he muft be in the country s ^ and as foon as I could walk, went to his lodgings, i Where I underilood that fie had a&ually gone to Andaloufia, three weeks before, with the Duke de Medina Sidonia. One morning, at waking, Don Melchior de la Ronda came into my head ; and re- membering that I had promifed to him, while I was at Grenada, to vilit his nephew, if ever I Ihould return to Madrid, I refolved to keep my promife that very day. Having got a dire<3ion to the houfe of Don Balthazar de Zuniga, 1 repaired thither. 
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Anther, and aftted for Signior Jofeph Navarro, who foon appeared. When I faluted him, he received me politely, but coldly, although I had .fignified my name I did not know how to re- concile this frozen reception with the eharafler I had heard of this clerk of the kitchen; and was going away, with a refolution to fave myfelf the trouble of a fecond vifit,. when, all of a fudden, •ffuming an open fmiling/air, he cried,: with a good deal of emotion, “ Ah ! Signior Gil Bias de San- . til lane, pray pardon the reception L have given 'you. My memory had betrayed my inclination : .1 had forgot your name, and little thought that you was the cavalier, of whom mention is made, • in a letter which I received from Grenada, about four months ago- “ How rejoiced am I to fee- you ! (added he, throwing his arms about my neck, with tranfport) my uncle Melchior, whom I love and honour as a .father, conjures me, if perchance I Jhould have Che honour of feeing you, to treat you in the fame ^manner as if you was his-fon, and to employ, if -there fhould be occafion, my own credit, and that i cf my friends, in your behalf.. He has praifed .the qualities of your bead and heSrt, in fuch terms gas would have interefted me in your favour, even if I had not been engaged thereto, by his recom- japendation. I beg, therefore, that you will look »pon me, as a man to whom. my uncle has im- parted, by letter, all his fentiments with regard to yov. I offer you my friendlhip, and I hope you will notrefufe me yours.” 1 I anfwered with that gratitude which I owed to Jhc polite behaviour of Jofeph ; and, like people cf warmth and fincerity, we contrafled an inti- macy on the fpot j and I did not fcruple to difclofe the 
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the fituation of my affairs: which he no fodner heard than he faid, “ I undertake to procure a place fo you j ind, in the meat) timci don’t fail to cottfS and dine with me every day. You will fare bet- iter here than at your eating-houfe.” The offe' was too agreeable to a poor creature juft come oU- of a fit of illnefs, who had been ufed to good liv ing, to be rejedfed. I accepted the invitation therefore, and recruited fo well in that family, that; in fifteen days, I had the fate of a BernardirS -monk. Melchior’s nephew feemed to make uj his pack rarely : but how could it be otherwife' he had three firings to his bow ; was, at the fami 

stime, butler, fteward, and clerk of the kitchen.: -befides, (our friendfhip apart) I believe the comp! troller of the houfe and he had a very good under* if and ing together. 1 was perfedUy recovered, when my friend Jdj feph, feeing me come In one day to dine as ufualj made up to me with a gay air, and faid, “ Sig Dior Gil Bias, I have a pretty good place in vievj for you. You muft know that the duke of Le^ ma, prime minifter of the Spanifh crown, in orde! to devote himfelf entirely to affairs of ftate, entrufti two perfons with his own concerns. Don Diegij de Montefer has the care of gathering his rents; and his houfhold expence is managed by Dof Rodrigo deCatderona. Thefe two men, in whonw he can confide, exerciffe their employments with abfolute authority, without the leaft dependent ©n one another. Don Diego ufually keeps in his fervice two flewards to receive the cafh and as I underftood, this morning, that he had difmifled one of them, I have been to afk the place for you. Signior de Mdntefer, who knows me, and ol whofa 
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whole friendship I may boaft, has granted it, without any difficulty, on my recommendation of your morals and capacity. We will go to his houfe this afternoon.” ■ We -went thither accordingly. I was very gra- cioufly received, and inftalled in the employment of the fteward, who had been difmifled. His office confided in vifitljig the farms, keeping them in repair, and receiving the rents : in a word, I was concerned in the country eftate, and every month gave in rey- aocounts to Don Diego, who examined tlpem with great attention. This was what I wiffied. Although my integrity had be.en fo ill repaid by my laft mailer, I was refolved to continue always in the fame path. One day having got notice, that a fire had hap- fpened in the caftle of Lerma, and that more than one half of it had been reduced to alhes, J went thither immediately, ,to take an account of the damage; and having informed myfelf exadlly, on the fpot, of ail the circumllances of the fire, I compofed an ample relation of it, which Mon* tefer (hewed to the duke o! Lerma. This miniiler, norwithftanding the afflt£lion he was in, to hear filch bad news, was flruck with the relation,-and could not help aflcing yvho was the author ? Don Diego not only fatisfied him in that particular, but alfo fpoke fo much in my favour, that his ex- cellency remembered me fix months after, on the occafion of a ftory, which I am going to recount, and without which* perhaps, I fhould never have been employed at court. Here it is : “At that time, there lived in the-ftreet of the Infantas, an old lady called Inefdla- de Cantarilla, -Whofe birth was not certainly known. Some faid that She was the daughter of a lute-maker * and, 
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others,'that her father was a commander of the tfrder of St. lago. Be that as it will, the was aj prodigy. Nature beftowed upon her the fingulatj privilege of charming the male fex, during the) whbte'courfe of her life, which exceeded feventyJ five years. She had been idolized by the noble-t nlen of the old-court,- and faw herfelf adored- by) thofe of the new. Time, that fpares not even; beauty, had exerted itfelf upon her’s in vain ji though he had withered it* he could not deprive her of the power to pleafe : a noble air, an en*j chanting wit, and graces that were peculiar to: her, made her infpire the men with paffion, even' in her old age. One of the Duke of Lerma’s fecretaries, called' Don Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five and twenty,! faW Inefilla, and fell in love with her. He de-, clared himfelf on the moft paflhonate terms, and? purfued his prey with ali the fury that love and; youth can infpire. Tire lady, who had her rea-? ions for not complying with his willies, did not; know how to moderate his flame. One day, how-j ever, thinking1-Ihe had found the means, the car-', ried the'Jroung man into herclofet, and pointing to, a clock that ttood upon a table, “ You fee (faid! file) what’hour it is on the fame day and hour did I come into the world, fevehty five years ago } and do you really think it becomes one of my age^ to be engaged in love intrigues ? Recal your ieafon, j my child, and ftifle thofe fentiments which are to ' unfuitable both to you and me.” . At this fenliblei advice, the cavalier, who no longer acknowledged, the authority of reafon, anfwered the lady, with * all the impetuofity of a man poflelTed by the molL. violent emotions, “ Cruel Inelilla 1 why have you; recourfe to fuch frivolous remonfirances > Do you , 
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imagine that they can change you in rny eyes ? Don’t flatter yourfelf with fuch a vain hope. While you are fuch as I behold you, or'while my .view is facinated by the charm, I cannot ceafe’jo) love you.”. u Well then, (faid (he) fince you are fo obftinate as to perfill in the refolution of fa- itjguing me with your addreffes, my houfe (halijie no longer open to you. 1 forbid you upborne hear it, and defire to fee you no more.’'< 

< You will, perhaps, believe after this, that Don iyalerio, difconcerted at what he had heard, made an honourable retreat. On the contrary, he became ftill more importunate Love produces the fame effebt in its votaries, as wine does in'drunkards. The cavalier begged, fighed, and making a fud- den tranfition'from intreaties to rage,’ attempted to enjoy-by force, what he could not otheryvife obtain. But the lady refilling with courage^ cried, with an air of indignation, “ Hold ! ra(h wretch | I will foon bridle your impious ardour. Know that Y<?u are my fon.” Don Valerio was con- founded at thefe word,, which fufpended the vio- lence of his pafiiop. But imagining that Inefill^ fjpoke thus only to be rid of his felicitations, he anfwered, “ You have invented that,fable to e- lude my defires.” “ No, no, ffaid (he, inter,, lupting him) 1 reveal a myftery, which 1 fhoul'd always have concealed, bad not you, reduced me to the neceffity of difclofing it. Six and tvy^htd years ago, I was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your father,-who .was. then governor of Segovia, jnd you became the fruit; of q^r mutual pafiion. He owned you for his fon, gave you, good educa . tion ; and although he.Uqd not been without othey Children, your good, qualities, jvould have deted- joined. him.to.J/save you a foctune. I, f.r' my Isyon. III. "M"‘ pari. 
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part, did hor forfake you ; as foon as you l>egah' to appear in the world, I allured ydu to my houfe’I irt order to’ihfpife; you with that polite behaviour*'] which is fo neceflary to a gallant man, and which’ women only can beftow. I did more ; I employed) all my credit td introduce you into the prime mi-i nifterVfeniice. In ihort, I have imerefted myfelf for you, as I ought tb do for a fon. lifter thisl dec’aration, take your Own Jtieafores. If you cani purify youf fentiments, and look upon me onljr 
but will treat you with all thfc tendernefs I hav«i hitherto preferred : but if you ate incapable of ffiat effort, which both nature and reafon demandi ffy this moment, and deliver me from the horror oi your prefence. ” , While Inefilla' Ipbke in this manner, Don Va- , Jerio remained ih profcund filence. He feemed recal his vihue, and endeavour to vanquilh him« - leff: tut he meditated another defign, and pre-S pared a quite differbnt fpedtacle for his motheriB Being unable to confofe himfelf for the infur|j mountable obflacle that oppofed his wiihes, bafely yielded to his defpair : he drew his fword and plunged it in'his own bofom ; punilhing him* felt, like another Oedipus: with this difference! that the Theban plucked out bis'own eyes, out ©w erief for having committed ‘ t'Ke crime; whereall the Caftilian ftabbed himfelf beciaufe he could no,| bommit it. The unhappy Don Valerio did r diately of the blow he had given himfelf: but haJ time t6 repent and ask pardon of heaven having taken away his own life. As he left, bjl his death, a Vacancy in the port of fecretary to th| Ipuke of henna, that mimfler who had not fori] 
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got my -account of the fire, nor the good chara&er -be bad he-id of me, chofe me to fill the place of ..this young gentleman. 
Gil Bias is prejented to the Duke of Lcrfna, 'who receive* *' him ihto the number1 df his fecre'aries ; fets him to work, and is fatisfed with hss performance. ONT ES £R was the perfon who informed me of fhefe agreeable news, and faid. Friend Gil Bias, though X feel feme regret in 'lofihg you, I love you too well; not to be over- joyed at your fucceeding Don Valerio. You will .not fail to make a fine fortune^ provided you fol- low two pieces of advice which I have to give you. The firft is, to appear fo much attached to his excellency, that he fhall never doubt, of your 'being entirely devoted to his will. And the fecond is, to make your court to Signior Don Rodrigo de Calderona ; for that man moulds the mind of his .matter like wax. If you have the good fortune to acquire.the good-will of that favourite fecretary, 'you will go a great Way, in a very little time.” “ Signior, (faidT to Dan Diego, after having thanked him for his good advice) tell me, if you pleafe, Don Rodrigo’s charadler. I have often heard him fpoke of, and reprefented bad enough $ but I have not much confidence in the pidfures which people draw of thofe who have ports at - court; though fometimes I believe they do not judge amifs. Pray tell me then, what you think of Signior Calderona?” “ You alk me a very de- licate queftjon, (replied the overfeer, with a fa- tirical fmile) I would tell any body but you, without he-tttation, that he is a very honourable gentleman, of an unblemifhed charadler. But I 

CHAP. If. 

M a will 
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.■will deal more frankly With you ; for, befides that T believe yoii a young man of difcretion, ! think i( my duty to talk to you openly of Don Rodrigo, fintfi I have advifed you to cplfivate.him with care; Oi ;therwife, I ihall only oblige you by halves. | You muft know then, that from a limple do^ meftic of his excellency, when he was only Don vFrancis de Sandoval *, thi? man has arrived, degrees, at the port of his firft fpcretary," Thera never was a prouder man ; he looks upon hinr^ fel-f as the duke of Lerma’s colleague, and, at bottom, he may be faid to lhare with-him thd authority of prime minifter; fince he bellows polls aqd governments on whom he pleafes tt] oblige. This the public often murmurs at; bul he gives himtelf no trouble about the matter) iprovided an affair yields him a h^ndfome prefenti he bids defiance to cenfure. You will eafily con-t ceive, from what I have faid, (added Don Diego;] how you are to behave to fuch a haughty mortal.” 0 yes, (faid I) leave that to me. It will be 'very unlucky indeed, if I cannot gain his favour. When one knows the foible of a perfon whom h« wilhes to pleafe, he muft be no conjurer if he fails of fuccefs. ’ “Well then, (replied Montefer) 1 will now prefeht you to the duke of Lerma." \ We went immediately to the houfe of that mi4 ntfter,! whom we found giving audience in a greai hall, where there was more company - than at court. Here I faw commanders and knights oi 

* Francis de'Roxas de Sandoval, cardinal and duke pi ferma, grandee of Spain; by three federal claims, vvat favourite anil prime minifter to Philip HI. whom he governed wiph abfolute power for many years, but _ was at laft difgtaoedj Oftober 4, jni g. and died feverj ’ygars after, in liis'retirenn.ent at Valladolid. t Calg> 
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| Calatrava and St. lago, foliciting for governments [ and viceroyalties ; bilhops v/ho, being fickly at their own diocefes, deflred to be made, archbilhops, oniy for the change of atr j and feme holy fa- thers of the orders of St. Dominic and St. Fran- cis, who laid claim to the mitre with great humi- lity. I likewife obferved fome half-pay officers, who afted the fame part that Captain Chinchilla had formerly performed ; that is, fpeiit all they had in dancing attendance for a penfion. If tho duke did not gratify all their defires, he, at leaft, received their petitions with great affability ; and I perceived that he anfwered very politely to thofe who fpoke to him, We waited patiently, until he had difpatched • all thefe Applicants: then Don Diego faid tb him, “ My lord, here is Gil Bias de Sarttillane, that young man whom your excellency has chofen to Apply the place of Don Valerio.” At thefe words, the duke calling his eyes upon me, faid, in a very obliging manner, “ That I had already merited it, by the fervices I had done him.” He afterwards carried me into his clofet, to difpourfe with me in private, or rather, judge of my Underflanding by my converfation. He defired to know who I was, and the life I had hitherto led, exaffing of me a fincere narration of the wliole. What a detail was this for me to give 1, there was Jto thinking of telling lies before a prime minifter of Spain. On the other hand, I had fo many things to tell at the expence of my vanity,' that I could not refolve on a general confeffion. How fliould I extricate myfelf from this embarraflTment t I took the refolution of embellifhing the truth, in thofe parts where it would have offended, in its nakednefs j but he did not fail to difeover it, M 3 in 
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in fpite of all my fkill. “ Monfieur de SantUlaneji (faid he with a fmile, when I had finished my ffory) I'Tee you tiavfe be?n in youf time, a little up-i on the' Picaro 1 anfweredi with a biufll,] Your excellency ordered me to be fincere, and' Thave obey ed.” I am obliged to thee for it, (he- rtplied :) go, fny child, thou haft come off very; cheaply. 1 am aftonifhed that thou waft not un-| done by ill example. There are many honeftj people who Would have turned great rogues, had fbrtune put them to the fame trials. “Friend Santillane, (continued the minifter) for-i get thy paft life; and remember, that thou now* belongeft tp the king, in. whofe fervice thou wilt' be employed for the future. Follow me, and I; \Vi!l make thee acquainted with the nature of thyi office.'' He carried me inro a little clofet adjoin-" fng to his ,pwn, where I faw, upon fheives^ twenty thick fegifttrS ih folio. “ It is here (faidl he) Where thou muft work1, Thefe regifters com- pofe o dictionary of all the noble families within* the kingdoms apd principalities of the SpanifK monarchy. Every bobkr contains, in alphabetical Order, the abridged hiftory of eVery gentleman ; ini which are recounted the feryicds which he and his anceftbrs have performed to the ftate, as well as the affairs of honour m which they have been en- |aged. There is alfo mention made of their fory tune, their morals, and, in a word, of all theitj had qualities ; fo;that, when they come to folici favours at court, I fee, with one glance of mj pye, whether or not they deferve them. Thai j mafy have an exafl information of all thefe thingsj I have pcnfionarjes every where, who take cart 

•* Piciroj a Spanfft word figeifying rrgne. t®. 
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t© get good intelligence, which they tranfmit to nie in writing ; but as their memorials are often ■diffufe, and fluffed with provincial modes of ex- preffion, they muff be rendered more concife, and the didlion poliflied ; becaufe his majefty fome- times orders thefe regifters to be read, to him. In this work, which requires a perfpicuous ftyle, I will employ thee this very moment.” So faying* he took out of a porto folio, full of papers, a memorial, which he put imp my hand; and went out of my clpfet, leaving me at liberty to perform my coup d'effai. I read, the piece, which feemed not only fluffed with barbarous terms, but even filled with' indecent paflion; tho’ it had been compofed by a monk in the town of Solfona. He there tore to pieces, without mercy, q good Catalonian family, and God knows if he fpoke truth : it lopked fo much like a fcandaldus libel, that I at firft made feme fcruple of working upon it; being afraid of making myfelf an accomplice in the calumny, Neverthelefs, novice as I was at court, I went on, at the hazard of.his reverence’s foul; and placing, all the iniquity, if there was any in the cafe, to his account, began to diiho- nour, in good Caflilian phrafes, two or three ge- nerations of honeft men, perhaps. I had already finilhed four or five pages, when the duke, impatient to knoy how I had performed, returned and faid, “ Santillane, fhew me what thou haft done ; for I long to fee itAt the fame time, throwing his eyes upon my work, he read the- beginning with.great attention; and feemed fo well fatiffied, that I was furprized at his com* mendation. “ Prepofleffed as I was in thy favour, . '(faid heJH confefs thou haft furpaffed my expec- tation : thou writfft not only with all the clear- nefs 



414 The ADVENTURES of iiefs and diftinflion that I defired, but thyftile is alfo fpirited and eafy : thou juftifieft the choice f have made of thy pen, and confoleft me for thrf lofs of thy predeceflbr. He would not have con-1 fined my elogium to this, had he not been inter-J rupted by the arrival of his nephew the Count del Lemos, whom his excellency embraced fevetall times, and received in fuch a manner* as gave me! 

to underfiand that he loved him with a tender af-; feftion. They (hut themfelves up together, to talk; in private of a family affair, which I fliall havei occafion to mention in the fequel; and with which! the minifter, at that time, feemed to be more en-^ groffed, than with the bofinefs of the king. While they were ertgagled together, I heard thej clock ftrike twelve ; and as I knew that the fecre-i taries and clerks quitted their offices at that hour*: to go and dine fomewhere, I left my performance,; and went out, not with a view of going to Mon-; tefer’s houfe, for he had already paid my appoint-t; ments, and I had taken my leave of him, but tci1 

the moft famous ordinary at the court end of the1 

town : a common eating-houfe Would not noW' ferve my turn. Remember that thtu noiv helongeft tt., the king. Thefe words Which the duke, had pro-' nounced, were feeds of ambition that every inftanti fprung up in my foul. 
CHAP. III. 

He learns that bit f oft it tot altogether without morti- ' jicatibnt. His uncafinefs at this piece of news, obliges him to alter his conduB. 
I Was at great pains, when I entered, to let the; landlord know that I was fecretary to the prime; minifter : and in that quality, I did not know what to order for my dinner : I was afraid of be-; 
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Speaking CcTnethirig that might favour of parft- •tnony, and therefore-bid him drefs what he him- • felf ihould think proper. Accordingly, he re- galed me in a'fumptuoUs manner, and I was ferved ;with marks of refpeft, which gave me ftill more :pleafure than the good cheat. When the billrSwas irought, I threw a piftole upon the table, .leaving :to the waiters one fourth of it at dealt; for fomuch Remained over and above the -reckorling. After -which, I ftrutted away with.fuch gertunes as fliewed rthat 1 was mighty well pleafed with my ownperfbri. About twenty yards from hence, .there was a large houfe, in which noblemen that were ftrahgers xommonly lodged. Here I hired an apartment, confiding of five or fix rooms handfomely fur- inilhed, as if I already enjoyed two ot three' thou- •fand ducats a year; and even paid thpfirft'month per advance. Afterwards, returning,- to work-, -I fpent the whole afternoon in continuing what I .had begun in the morning. There were two morfe Secretaries, in a clofet next to mine ; but they only tranfcribed what the duke gave them to copy. With thefe I contratfted an acquaintance that very evening, when we went dut together; and, in or- der to gain their friendlhip the fooner, carried them to my tavern, where I ordered for flipper the bell: difiles in feafon, with the moft delicate wines. . We fat down together, and began to converfe with more gaity than wit; for to-do juftice- to my -guefts, I fodn perceived that they did not owe to Itheir genius the places which they pofiefied. They .were connoiffeurs, indeed, in the different kinds of hand-writing; but they had not the leaft tintture iof uaiverfity education. To make amends for this, they underfiood their •own little ihtereft to admiration ; and were not to much 
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much intoxicated with the honour of fervinjj the prime minifter, but that they complained o. their fituation. “ We iiave (faid one of them* already exercifed our employment five month* ai our own expence, without touching one farthing! and, which is worfe, our appointments are not regulated; nor do we know upon what footin| Vve are.” “ As for my part (faid the other) i would with all 'my heart put up with twentj ftripes, inftead of appointments, to'be allowed tht liberty of engaging myfelf elfewhere ; for 1 dartj rot retire of my own accord, nor demand my dif miflion, after the fecrets with which I have beef! intrufted; elfe I might chance to vifit the towel of Segovia, or fcaftle of Alicant.” “ How do you make fhift to live then ? (fait 1 to them t) I fuppofe you have fortunes of youl own.” They anfwered, they had very little moi rey; but luckily for them, they lodged at th< houfe of an honeft widow, who gave them credii ' for their board, at the rate of one hundred piftold! a year from. each. All this difcourfe, of which i did not lofe one word, diflipated in an infiant th< fiumes of my pride : I concluded that no mon confideration would be paid to me than to others i eonfequently, I had no caufe to be fo mucfc charmed with my poft, which was not quite fo futri rtantial as I had imagined ; and that, in fhort, 1 could not be too frugal of my purfe. Thefe reflec, tions cured me of my extravagance. I began to re. pent of having invited my fellow-fecretaries, wifhed the repaft at an end; and, when the bill was brought difputed with the landlord on every article. My friends and I parted at midnight; becaufe I did not prefs them to ftay longer. They wen: home to their widow, and I to my fuperb apart. 
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tnent, which I now was mad with myfelf for having hired ; and which I firmly refolved to leave, at the month’s end. It was to no purpofe for me flo lie down on a good bed ; my anxiety, banilhed all rtpofe j and I paffed the night in contriving means of hang paid by his majefty for my work. I ftuck, on tins occafion, to Montefer’s advice,. ! and rofe with a refolution of going to pay my re- j l^sefts to Don Roderigo de Calderona- I was in a .very proper difpofnion to appear before fuch a' proud man, becaufe I found 1 had occafion for his proteQion. I repaired then to the fecretary, whofe lodging eommunicated with that of the duke of Lerma, and even equalled it in magnificence: by the fur- niture, it would liave been a difficult matter to di- flinguifn the niafter from the man. I fent in my same, as the fucceffor of Don Valerio; but, for all that, I waited in the anti-chamber upwards of an hour. “ Mr, New Secretary, (faid I to myfelf at this junflure) have a little patience, if you pleafe s I find you muft dance attendance yourfelf, before you make other people do ,fo.” The chamber door being opened at length, I entered, and advan- ced towards Don Rodrigo, whp having juft finifhed a billet doux to his charming'Sirena, was putting it into Pedrillo's hands. ,1 had never appeared before the archbifhop of Grenada, the Count Ga- Kano, nor even the prime miniller, fo refpedtfully as I prefented myfelf to the eyes of Signior de Caldei 00a, whom 1 faluted with a bow to the very ground, begging his proteffion in fuch fubmilfive tesms, that I cannot remember them without a hluib. My meannefs would, have turned to my prejudice, in the opinion of a real gentleman : but be was pleafed with my grovelling behaviour, and 

allured 
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airured me, obligingly enough, that he would le| flip no opportunity of doing me fervice, I thanked him with great demonflrations ol zeal for his favourable fentiments of me ; and having vowed eternal attachment to him, took myi leave for fear of incommoding him, and begged he-would'excufe me, if I had interrupted him iri his important affairs. As foon as I had a&ed- this mean part, I went to my office, where I finilhed the talk which had been impofed. The duke, who did not fail to come thither in the morning, wasj no lefs pleafed with the end, than he had beeni \yith the beginning of my work ; and faid : “ This is extremtely well i write as well as thou canft thisj abridged hiftory in the regifter of Catalonia : after! which, thou /halt take another information out ofj the-porfo-folio, and manage it in the fame man-i ner.” I had a pretty long cotiverfaticn with his excellency, and was charmed with his fweetnefs^ and familiarity of behaviour. What a difference; was there between him and Calderona ! They were- two figures flrongly contratted. ' I dined that day^in an eating-houfe for a mo^i derate expence, and refolved to go thither incog- nito every evening, untiLI fliould fee the effett of my complaifance and, fervility. I had money fuf-^ ficient to maintain me three months, during which] I vefolved to work at a venture 9 propofing, as tho ffiorteft follies are the lead prejudicial, to abandon, the court and all its tinfel, if I Ihould receive no' falary before the expiration of that term. This^l therefore, was my plan. I fpared nothing, during two-months, to pleafe Calderona 9 but he took fo little notice of my endeavouis, that defpairing of fuctefs, I changed my conduit towards inm ; and exerted 
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exerted myfelf wholly in profiting by thofe mo- 'ments of converfation which I had with the duke. 

CHAP. IV. 
Gil Bias gains the favour of the duke of Lerma, mbt intrufls him with a fecret of great importance. . 
Although his grace, to ufe the expreflion, only juft appeared before me, and vanifhed again, every day ; I infenftbly rendered myfelf fo agreeable to his excellency, that he faid to me one after- noon, “ Hark’ye, Gil Bias, I like thy difpofition and underftanding, and have a regard for thee ac- cordingly. Thou art a zealous faithful young fel- low, extremely intelligent and difcreet; fo that I don't think 1 (hall mifplace my confidence, if I fceltow it upon thee.” I threw myfelf on my knees when' I heard thefe wordff1 tyd after having refpeafully kififed one of his hands,' which he held out to raife me up, anf.vered, “ Is it poflible" then, thaj your excellency can deign to honour me with fucH'extraordinary favour? 'What fecret enemies 1 

twill your goodnefs raife u£ a'gairift me ! But there is only one man vthofe hatred I dread, and that is Don Rodrigo de Calderona.” “Thou haft nothing to apprehend from that quarter, (replied the duke :) 1 know Calderona^ he has been attached to me from his infancy y and I may venture to fay, his fentiments are fo con- formable to mine, that he careffes thofe whom I love, and hates thofe who difoblige me: infteati of dreading his averfion, thou may’ft, on the confri- ly, depend upon his friendlhip.” By this,' I could plainly perceive, that Signior Don Rodrigo was a cunning rogue,' who had got poffeffion of hi* ' excellency’s foul ; ’and thif l chuld not be too , Vol. III. N cautiaa* 



„o The ADVENTURES ef fautiops.vvith him. “ To begin (added the dykej ■with putting thee in poffeffion of my confidence, 1 ■will difclofe tp thee a defign which I have proj jefled ; for it isjieceffary that tfiou fltouldft be ini formed of it, that tltou mayft acquit thyfelf thi better of the commilfions in which I intend to eirt ploy thee. 1 have a long time beheld myautboriti in general refpedted, my decifions blindly fol lowed, apd commiffions, employments, govern! ypents, viceroyalties, and benefices, difpofed of according to my wilh. I may be faid.to reign i^ Spain ; and it is impoflible to puih my fortune fan ther: but I would fecure it againft the ftorms tha! begin to, threaten me $ and, for that efiredt, wanl to, have my nephew, the count de Demos, for m; fucceifor in the miniftry.” Here the duke obferving that I was exfremeli ./urprifed at what I heard, faid : “ J fee your furpri?( Santillane ; you think it very firange that 1 (houli prefer my nephew to my own fop tlie dpke d’Uaed; but you muft know' that this 4aff has too narrow genius to fill my place ; befides, I am his enemy he has found the fecret of being agreeable tc king, who wants tp make him his favourite: this is what I cannot bear. The favour of a fove'J reign, is. like the pofiTefiion of a woman whom w< adore: a piece of happinefs of which we are fo jea, lous,. that we cannot refolve to fhare it with a ri- val however connected to us with the ties of bloo(j and friendfhip. ■ 1 now difclofe to thee (continued his grape) th<l .very bottom of mV f?11** f f’ave already atttempted to ruin theduke d’Uzeda with his majefty : and ; tfo.pld-not fucteed, I have changed my battery, deligp that the Count de Lemos (hall mfinuate him- fclf Uito, tlit gepd graces of the prince-of Spain, 
. Vting, 



Git B L A S. i3r Being gentleman of his bed-chamber, he has an Of- jponunity of talking with him every moment; and befides that he does not want wit, I know a fure method for him to fucceed in that enterprize. By this ftratagem, I will oppoferriy nephew to my fon, and breed a divifion between the two coofins, Kvhich will oblige them both to court my fupport, the awe of which will keep them fubmiflive to my will. This (added he) is my fcheme; and thy ifftflance will be very ferviceable to me : for I will always fend thee to the Count de Leirios, and thou fhak report from him whatever he fhall have occa- fion to impart.*’ After this conference, which I regarded as ready money, I tio longer felt any difquiet. “ At length (faid I to myfelf) I am under the fpout; a fhower of gold will certainly rain upon me; for it is impoflible but that the confident of a man, who by way of ex- cellence, is called the great pillar of the Spanifli mo- narchy, fhould be in a very fhort time loaded with wealth.” Full of fuch agreeable hope, 1 faw with indifference thy poor purfe giving up the ghdft. 

■bil Bias is overivbelncJ‘with joy, honour and ,Jif.reft. 
H E minifter’s affeftion for me was foon per- ceived ; for he affefled to give marks of it in public, giving me the charge of his porto-folio, which he ufed to cirry in his own hand to council. This novelty making people look upon me as a fmall fa- vourite, excited the envy of feveral perfons ; and was the occafion of my receiving a great deal of court holy-water. My two neighbours the fecretaries, were not the laft in complimenting me upon my ap- proaching greatnefs; and they invited me to fup at 

CHAP. V. 

N a their 
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their widow’s, not fo much in return for my treaty as with a view to engage me in their behalf for thQ future. I was welcomed every where ; even- the haughty Don Rodrigo changed his behaviourto me,; and now called me nothing butSignior de Santillanejj though, before that, he only favoured me with^w,s always omitting the term Signior. He loaded me: with civilities, efpecially when he thought ourj patron might obferve him : but l allure you he had; no fool to deal with j I anfwered all his kindnefa with equal politenefs ; and the more fo, the more; I hated him in my heart; an old courtier could not; have excelled me in this particular. 1 likewife accompanied my.lord duke to court,; whither he commonly went three times a. day. in^ the morning, he entered his majefty’s bed-chamber;! as foon as he was awake ; and kneeling by the bed-n: fide, difcouried of thofe things that were to be done? in the day ; having alfo diflated to his mafler what j was to be faid, he retired : and returned immediately; after dinner, not to talk op ftate-affairs, but to ; converfe on entertaining fubjeQs, .and regale the, king with all the merry adventures which happened * in Madrid, and of which he was always very early ; informed. Laft of all, he vifned him, for the third ‘i time, in the evening, when he gave fuch an account i as he thought proper of what he had done through i the day; and in acarelefs manner afked hismajefty’s orders for to morrow. While he was with thekihg,-, I remained in the anti-chamber, where 1 faw people pf quality devoted to the idol Favour, court my ' •ohverfation, and think themfelves happy, if I en- tered into difcourfe with them. How, after this, ; could 1 help thinking myfelf a man of confequence ? There are a great many at court who have the fame opinion of thtnrfdves, upon ^napch more (lender foundation, Ons 
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i One day, I had ftill more food for «iy vanity : I the king, to whom the duke had fpoke Very ad van- ' tageoufly of my Bile, was very curious to fee i a fpecimen of it. Upon which, his excellency I made me take up the Catalonian regifter, and car- ! rying me into the prefence, ordered me to read the firft ftory which i had abridged. If I was at firft ■ difturbed by the prefence of the prince, I was Toon I kompofed by that of the minifter; and read my pertormahce, which his majefiy heard with pleafure. He expreffed his fatisfaftioh, and even recommended me to the minifter’s protection. This did not at all diminiih the pride of my heart j and the converfation which I had a few days after with the Count de temos quite filled my head with the ideas of ambition, I went to this nobleman front his uncle, and finding him at the prince’s court* prefented to him a letter of credentials j In which the duke told him, that he might open himfelf to me, as to one who was perfectly well acquainted with thfeir defign, and chofen by him as their com- mon meflenger. The count having read this billet, conducted me into a room, and having locked the door, fpoke in this manner : “ Since you enjoy the Confidence of the duke of Lerma, I don’t doubt that you deferve it ; and I ought to make no diffi- culty in giving you mine alfo. You muft knovk then, that matters go on fwimmingly. The prince of Spain diftinguiflies me from all the noblemen who are perfonally attached to him, and who ftudy to pleafe him. I had this morning a private conver- fation with him, in which he feemed chagrined at feeing himfelf, through (he king’s avarice, unable tb follow the dictates Of his generous heart, oreveo to fpend like a ptince. On this bccafibh, 1 did not fail to lament ins fituarion j and profiting by the N 3 opportunity. 
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opportunity, prornifed to bring a thoufand piftolesi to him at his levee to-morrow, as an earneft of; greater fums which I have undertaken to furhith him; with in a very little time. He was charmed with mf promife j and I am certain of captivating his favour^ if I keep my word. Go and tell thefe circumflances to my uncle, and return in the evening, to inform, me of his fentiments of the matter.” I quitted the Count de Lemos immediately, and went back to the duke of Lerma, who, on my re- port, fent to Calderona for a thoufand piltoles,; which he gave me to carry in the evening to the! 

eount. This I performed; faying to myfelf, O ho ! I now fee plainly what the infallible method; is which the minifter takes to fucceed in his enter-; prize : upon my foul he is in the right; and, to all; appearance, thefe prodigalities will not ruin his fortune : I can eafily guefs from whofe coffers thefe piftoles are taken : but after all, it is but reafonable' that the father fhould maintain the fon.” The Count de Lemos, when we parted, faid foftly,, “ Farewel, dear confident; the prince of Spain is a, little amorous : you and I muff have a conference on that fubjedl one of thefe days : I forefee that I; fhall have occafion for your dexterity very foon.” ‘ 1 came home muling on thefe words, which were • not at all ambiguous, and which filled me with I joy. “ The devil ! (faid I).l am juft on the eve of i becoming Mercury to the heir of the kingdom,” ; J did not examine into the goodnefs or badnefs of! the office ; the quality of the gallant laid my virtue ' afleep. What glory was it for me to be made mi-, pifter of pleafure to a great prince 1 “ Softly, Mr. . Gil Bias, (feme folks will fay) the bufmefs was only to make you deputy-niimfter. I own it : but at 
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bottom the honour of both thefe ports is equal/ the difference lies in the profits only.” . While I executed thefe noble commlflions, ad- vancing every day farther and farther in the good' graces of the prime rhinifter; with fitch enchant- ing hopes, how happy fhould I have been, if am- bition had fecured me from the cravings of hunger ! More-than two .trionthd had ela^fed, fince I had quitted my .magnificent apartment, and hired 3- fmall chamber very frugally furnilhed. Although this gave me feme pain, as I'came oufearly in the morning, and did not go home to bed before night, I bore'my fortune patiently. The whole day I ap- peared upon my theatre, that is, in the duhe’s houfe, and played the- part of a man of confequence : but yvhen I had crept up into my garret, my importance vanifhed, and nothing remained but poor Gil Bias without money ; and, which is worfe, without any thing that could fetch it. Though I had not been too proud to difeover my neceffity to any body, I l did not know one perfon that could artift me, ex- I ^ept.Navarro, whom I had neglefled fo much, fince i I turned courtier, that I had not affurance enough ! to make application to his friendrtiip. I had been i obliged to fell ail my cloaths piece-meal, except | thofe for which I had abfolute occafton. I went j- no more to the eating-houfe, becaufe I had not wherewithal to pay my ordinary. How- did I make ! (hift then to fubfift ?. Every morning, a little bread I and wine was brought into our offices for breakfaft; this was all that the minifter allowed : this was ali 1 ate through the day, and I generally wentfupper- - lefs to bed. ! Such was the fituation of a man who fhone at court, and who was more properly an objeft of $onip#flign then »nvy. Neverthelefs, I could no longer 



longer fuftain the weight of my miferyj and at lengthH determined to difclofe it, with addrefs, to the dukeij of Lerma, as foon as an opportunity fhould offer. H1 

Happily for me, 1 found an occaiion at the Efcu4| rial *, whither the king and prince repaired, fometl days after I had come to this refolution. 

of bis nec ff.ty, and that minijief’s behaviour on tbt^ tccafon. 
H1LE the king was at the Efcurial, he de- frayed the expence of every body ; fo that, ther^ I did not feel where the fhoe pinched : I lay; in a wardrobe, juft by the bed-chamber of the duke p who one morning, riling as ufual at break of day,, made me take fome papers and a ftandifh, and fol- low him into the palace-garden. We went and fat down under a tuft of trees, where I put myfelf, by his order, into the pofture of ^ man writing on the; crown of his hat; while he held in his hand a paper,, which he pretended to read ; fd that, at a diftance, we feemed bufy in very ferious affairs, though all the while we talked of nothing but trifles. For the fpace of an hour, I had diverted his ex- cellency With all the fallies that my good humour ’ could afford, when two magpies perching on the trees under which we fat, began to chatter irt : 

•Efcurial, a royal palace about 6 leagues from Madrid, built by Philip the fecond of Spain; who in his life time expended no lefs than 5,270,000 ducats, in finilhing and adorning this magnificent work. Here too is a chapel in which are the tombs of all the Spanifh measrchs, from Cjsafles V. to the prefcat time. 

CHAP. VI. 
’The manner in •wlicb Gil Bias informs the duke of Lerma 
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I fuel) a noify manner, as attrafled our attention. “ Thefe birds (faid the duke) feem to fci Id one another : I Ihould be very glad to know the caufe ; «f their quarrel,” “ My lord, (faid X) your curi- | ofity puts me in mind of an Indian fable, which I rhave read in Pilpay, or feme other author of that ; kind.” The minifter defired to hear it, and I re- t counted it in thefe words : I “ Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Perfia, [ whofe genius being not quite extenfive enough ta [ govern his kingdom ofhimfelf, he left that care t^ his grand vifir Atalmuc, a man of fuperior capa- city, who fupported the weight of that vaft mo- narchy, without flooping, and maintain’d it in profound peace. He had even the art of making the royal authority.loved, as well as feared ; and the fubjedts enjoyed an affe&ionate father in a vifir, who was faithful to his prince. Atalmue j had, among his fecretaries, a young Cachemirian ' called Zeangir, whom he loved more than all the | others. He took pleafure in his converfation,' car- j lied him in his company: to the chace, and even i difclofed to him his moft fecret thoughts. One | day, while they hunted together in a wood, the ! vifir feeing two ravens croaking on a tree, faid to his fecretary, “ I wilh I knew what thefe birds are talking of, in their language.” ” Signior, (an- ! fwered the Cachemirian) your wilh may be acs j complilhed,” “ How can that be ?” (replied AtaU I muc.) ” A cabaliftical dervife (faid Zeangir) taught me the language of birds. Jf you pleafe, I will lillen to thefe, and repeat to you verbatim every thing that I lhail hear.” The vifir confented ; and the Cachemirian ap- ! preaching the ravens, feemed to lend ah attentive ear t<? their difeourfe ; after whish, returning re 

hit 
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his mafter, “ Signior, (faid he) would you beliei it ? we are the fobjedt of their converfation.' “ Impoflible (cried the Perlian minifter) what c they fay of us?” “ One of them, (replied t fecretary) faid, Behold the grand vifir Atahnuc perfon, that tutelary eagle, who covers Periia likl a neft with his wings, and incelTantly watches foi its prefervation. As a relaxation from his pain- ful toils, he hunts in this wood with his faithful fceangir. How happy is that fecretary in ferving a mafter who has fo much affeftion for him!'' Softly, (faid the other raven) foftly ; don’t to* much extol the happinefs of that Cachemirian i Atalmuc, ’tis true, converfes familiarly with him, honours him with his confidence, and, I don’ doubt, intends to give him a confiderable poll i but, before that happens, Zeangir will die of hun- ger. That poor devil lodges in a fmall paultry room, where he is in want of the common CeflarieS of life. In a word, he lives in a miferable fnanner, though no body at court perceives The grand vifir never thinks of inquiring into hij ctrcumftances ; but, content with entertaining fa- vourable fentiments in his behalf, leaves him, iri the mean time, a prey to poverty.’* Herd I left off fpeaking, in order to obferve the .duke, who afited, with a fmile, what imprefiiori the apologue made on the mind of Atalmuc, and if the gsand vifir Was not offended at the pre- fumption of his fecretary. “ No, my lord, (faid I* in great confufion at his queftion) the fable fays, that, on the, contrary, he loaded him with fa- vours.” “ That was lucky, (replied the duke, with a ferious air) fome minifters Would not like to be fo fchooled. But (added he, breaking off the difcourfe, and getting up) 1 believe this king will 
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will foon be awake, and my duty obliges me t?, be near him.” So faying, he walked haftily to- wards the palace, without fpeaking another word, ?nd very ill pleafed, as I imagined, with the Indian fable. I followed him to the very door of his majefty’s bed-chamber; after which, I went and put the papers into the place from whence I had taken them, and then entered the clofet where our two popying fecretaries were at work ; for they were flfo along with us. “ What is the matter with you, Signior de Santillane ? (faid they, when they faw me) you feem very much difturbed 1 Has any difagreeable accident happened to you ? ' 1 was too much affefted with the bad fuccefs of tny apologue to conceal my grief: I recounted tq them what I had faid to the duke ; and they ex- prelfed then fympathy in the ftiarp affli£tion with, which I was feized. “ You have great reafon to be grieved, (faid one of them J) I with you may be better treated than the fecretary of cardinal Spi* nola, who, tired with having received nothing during fifteen months in which he was employe^ by his eminence, took the liberty one day, of reprefenting his neceffity, and craving fpme money for his fubfiftence.” “ It is but juft (faid the mi- nifter) that you fhould be paid. Here, (added he, giving him an order for a thoufand ducats) go and receive that fum from the royal treafury ; but re- member, at the fame time, that 1 have no farther • occafion for your fervice.” The fecretary would have confoled himfelf for his difmiffion, had he touched his thpufand ducats, and been allowed to feek for bufinefs elfewhere : but, juft as he went •ut of the cardinal’s houfe, he was arrefted by an alguazil. 



*4° The ADVENTURES of ; ilguaziJ, and conduced to the tower of Segoviaj where;he has been a prifoner a long time.” : This touch of hiftory redoubled my fear ; I be- Iieved;my(elf undone 5 and becoming inconfolable^ began to reproach my own impatience, as if I had not fuffered enough. “ Alas ! (faid I) why did t- rilk that unlucky fable, which has difpleafed the? niiniftef ! perhaps, he was juft on the point of extricating me out of my miferable fituation—nay^ perhaps 1 was on the eve of making one of thofe fudden fortunes which aftoniih mankind. What? riches ! what honours have I loft' By my own; fplly ! I ought to have confidered, that great men don’t choofe to be anticipated, but delire that the leaft grarififeations they are obliged to give, Ihould. be received as their own free grace and favour. It? would have been better for me, to continue my flender regimen, without complaining to the duke,' and even to let myfelf die of hunger, by which ; means the blame would have lain on his fide.” 
j If I had even preferved fome fparks of hope,, my mafter, whom I faw in the afternoon, would’ have banilhed them entirely; he was very ferious with , me, contrary to cuftom, and fcarce fpoke at all,; a circumftance that threw me into mortal; difquiet for the reft of the day; neither did I pafs i the night in more tranquillity, my forrow for feeing i all my agreeable illufions vanilh, and the dread of increafmg the number of ftate prifoners, made me , groan and lament my condition til] morning. The next day was the criiis of my fate. The ' duke ordered me to be called in the morn ng, and l entered his chamber, trembling like a criminal who is going to receive fentence. “ Santillane, (faid he, fheyvipg a .paper which he held in his hand) take ill's order” I quaked at th? word , Ortx, 
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Order, faying to myfelf, “ O heaven! behold cardinal Spinola ! the carriage is ready for Sego* via”-—The terror which feized me, was fuch, that I interrupted the minifter, and throwing myfelf « his feet, “ My lord, (faid I, all in tears) J moft hurphly beg, that your excellency will pardon my prefumption, it was neceffity along that compelled me to difclpfe my fituation.” The duke, who could not help laughing at my diforder, anfwered, “ Be comforted, Gil Bias, and liften to what I am going to fay—Although the difcovering thy neceffities was a reproach to me, for not having prevented them, I am not at all dif- obliged, my friend ; I am rather angry with my- felf for having omitted to afk how thou liveft. But to begin with making amends for this inattention, I give thee this order for fifteen hundred ducats, which will be paid upon fight, out of the royal treafury. This is not all; I promife thee the fame fum annually, and beftdes, when people of wealth and generofity folicit thy intereft, I do pot forbid thee to fpeak in their behalf.” In the extafy occafioned by thefe words, I kifled the feet of the minifter, who having commanded me to rife, continued to difcourfe with me in 4 familiar manner. I attempted to recal my good- humour, but I could not make fuch a hidden tran- sition from grief to joy . I was as much confound- ed as a wretch who is informed of his patfdon, in the very minute, when he expedled his execution. My mafter afcribed all this agitation, to the fear of having incurred his difpleaftire, tho' the dread of perpetual imprifonment had no lefs a (hare in my difcompofure. He confefied, that he had af- ' foiled coolnefs towards me, to fee whether or no ! I fliuuld be aftliftcd at the change j that from this . V*l. III. O he 
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he was convinced of my fmcere attachment to his.f perfon, for which he loved me the mote. i C; H A P. VI r. 
'The good ufe to which be put his fifteen hundred ducats ; the firft affair in which he intermeddled, and the pro- fit from thence accruing. 
TH E king, as if he had intended to gratify my impatience, returned the very next day,! to Madrid ; upon which, I flew inftantly to the.: royal treafury, where I immediately touched the! fum contained'in my order. I now liftened to no-; thing but my vanity and ambition ; I abandoned, my miferable room to thofe fecretaries who are ftill ignorant of the language of birds, and onceimore: hired my fine apartment, which wai luckily unte-j named, I fent for a famous taylor, who workedf for almoft all the beaus ; he took my meafu e, and t carried me to a fhop .where he took off five ells of-y Cloth, which (hefaid) was barely fufficient to make,: a fuit for me. Five ells for a fuit in the Spanifc; tafte ! juft heaven ! but let us fpare our cen-'; fore. Taylors of reputation always ufe-morev than others. I then bought fome linen which I,1] wanted very much, (ilk dockings, and a beaver j laced with point d’efpagne. This being done, T thought it would not look well for me to be with-f' out a lacquey, and defired Vincent Forero, my,' landlord, to accommodate me with one of his owri.1 recommendation. Moft ol the ftrangers who-1 lodged with him, ufed, on their arrival at Ma-* drid, to t. ke Spanilh valets into their fervice, > by which means his houfe was the rendezvous of i all the lacqueys out of place. The firft that pre- fented himfelf, was a young fellow of fuch a fofc dsvput 
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•devout appearance, that I would have nothing to 'do with him; he looked too much like Atnbrofe ; de Lamela. “ I don’t want (faid I to Forero) a valet of fuch a religious deportment; I have been 1 already bit by fuch another. Scarce had\I difmif- , fed this lacquey, - when another came in, of a very fprighrly appearance, as impudent as a court page, with fomething roguilh in his looks. Pleafed with .his ©utfide, 1 put fome queflions to him, which he anfwered with fpirit. 1 obferved that he was of an intriguing difpofnion, and looking upon him as a fubjeil pat for my purpofe, engaged him im- inediately. I had no caufe to repent of my choice; : nay, I perceived, in a very little time, that I had . made an admirable acquifnion. As the duke had -permitted me to fpeak to him, in favour of peo- ple whom I wanted to ferve, and I was refolved rot to negledl this permiflion;. I had occafion for a jack-call to difcover the game 5 that is, an 'jnduftrfous,-.pleafant fellow, proper to find out, and allure thofe who had favours to a(k of the prime minifler: this office was quite the mafter- -piece of Scipio (fuch was my lacquey’s name) who had rbeen in the fervice of.Donna Anna de Gue- vara, pprCe to the prince of Spain, where he had .e.xercifed that talent »p fome purpofe. As foon as he underftood my credit; and that 3 ffioold be: glad to ufe it to the beft advantage, he,fe*-4o workl'.and that very day.faid to me, “ Signior, 1 have made a pretty good difcovery ; a young gentleman of Grenada, called Don Roger de Rada, is come to Madrid on an affair of ho- nour, which obliges him to folicit the duke of Lerir.a’s protection, and he is willing to pay well for the favour he (hail obtain ; I have already Jj’toke^with him, and found him defirous of ap- • - — O 1 plying 



144- The At) VENTURE £ of plying to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whofe pot lie had heard greatly extolled ; but 1 have chan^ his intention, by affuring him that Calderona fell*] his good offices at an extravagant rate ; whereas, you content yourfelf with a moderate gratification for yours 5 and that you would even employ them gratis, were you in a condition that permitted you to follow your generous and difinterefted indina-j tion ; in ffiort, I fpoke to him in fuch a manner, as that you will fee the gentleman at your levee to-morrow morning. “How! (faid I) Mr. Sci- pio, you have already done a great deal of worth i I perceive that you are no novice in matters of. intrigue; and am furprized that you have not made your fortune.” “ That ought not to fur- prize you ; (he replied) I love to make money cir- culate, and never hoard up what I get.’* Don Roger de Rada a dually came to my lodg- ings, and I received him with politenefs mixed with pride. “ Signior Cavalier (faid I) before I engage to ferve you, I mart know the affair of honour that brings you to court; for it may be of fuch a nature, that I dare not fpeafc to the prime minifter in your behalf: make therefore, if you pleafe, a faithful report of it, and be allured that I will enter warmly into your interefts, provided a man of honour may efpoufe them.” “ With all my heart, (replied the young Grenadine) I will fincerely recount my ftory.” At the fame time, he related it as follows. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

' 7be bijlvry of Don Roger dt Rada. 
DON Anaflalio de Rada, a Grenadine gentle. .. man, lived happily in the town of Ante, ipiera,' wi'h Donna Eftephania his wife, who to- •jether-with unblemiftied virtue, poflefled a gentle ■difpofition and a great fhare of beauty. If (he 'had a tender affeftioi) for her hufband, he was alfo ; diftraftedly fond of her, and being naturally ad- dtfted to jealoufy, (though he had not the lead caufe to ftifpeft her fidelity) was not without dif- .quiet. He was afraid Tome fecret enemy of his repofe, made’attempts upon his honour ; he dif- •trdfled ail his friends, except Don Huberto de Hor- ’dales, wlio had free accefs to.his houfe in quality of Jftephflnia’s coufin, and who, indeed, was the only man he ought to have fufpeiRed. Don Huberto a£ually fell in love with his kinf- | woman, and had prefumption enough to declare ! - his paflion, without regard to ties of blood, or j the particular friendfliip fubfifting between him J -and Anaflafio. The lady being a woman of dif- | eretion, infteadof making a difeovery which might ■ have been attended with melancholy confequences, ■ 1 reprimanded her relation with gentlenefs, repre- 1 fented Jo him how much he was to blame, in * attempting to feduce her and difhonour her huf- j ‘ band j and told him very ferioufly, that he mud nst flatter himfelf with the hope of fuccefs. : This moderation feem’d only to inflame the ■ cavalier the more ; and imagining that he muft pu(h things to extremity with a womaif of her i' charafter, he began to behave very difrefpefffully to her,. and one day had the audacity to prefs her 0 3 M> 
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to fatisfy his defue. She repulfed him with an air of feverity, and threatened to make Don Ana- ftaliopunifti his raflinefs. The gallant terrified at this menace, promifed to fpeak no more of his paffion, and on the faith of that promife, Elte- phania pardoned what was part. Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked man, could not behold his love fo ill repaid, with-, out conceiving a bafe defire of being revenged. He knew the jealous temper of Don Anaftafio, to n be fufceptible of any impreflion which he had a mind to give 5 and he needed no more than this; 

intelligence to form the biackeft defign that ever entered into the heart of a villain. One evening,, while he and this weak hufband were walking to-: gether, by themfelves; he faid to him, with a melancholy air, “ My dear friend, I can no longer live without revealing to you a fecret, which 1 would have kept for ever from your knowledge, were not your honour dearer to you than your re- pofe; but your delicacy and mine in point of in-: juries, permits me not to conceal what paffes at your houfe ; prepare to hear a piece of news, which will give you as much forrow as furprize, for I mufl touch you in the tendereft part.” ” I underftaud you, (faid Don Anaftafio, al-i ready difcompofed) your couiin is unfaithful.”- “ I no longer own her for my coufin, (replied Hordales, with an air of indignation) 1 renounce! her : for fhe is unworthy of fuch a hufband.’" “ ’Tis too much to make me languiih in thi manner, (cried Don Anaftafio:) fpeak s what has Eftephania done ?” “ She has betrayed you, (an- fwered Huberto 5 you have a rival, whom fhe en- tertains in private : but 1 know not his name; for the adulterer, by the favour of a dark night. ea'.ed 
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Ceiled hie perfon from thofe who obferved his re- treat. All I know is, that you are deceived : that 1 am certain of. The concern which I ought to have in this affair but too well verifies my report. Since I declare myfelf againft Eftephania, 1 mutt he well convinced of her infidelity. “ It is in vain, (added he, obferving that his dif- courfe had the defired effett) it is in vain for me to tell you more. I perceive that you don’t de- ferve the ingratitude with which your love is re- paid ; and that you meditate juft vengeance on the guilty. I will not oppofe your defign. Never examine who the viflim is, whom you intend to ftrike; but fhew to the whole city, that there is nothing which you cannot facrifice to your ho- 

The traitor thus animated a too credulous huf- fcand againft an innocent* wife, and painted in fuch lively colours the infamy with which he would be covered, if he fhould leave the injury unpunifhed, that he grew mad with revenge. Con Anaftafio having loft his judgment, feemed afluated by the furies, and went home, with a refolution to ftab his unhappy wife, who was juft going to bed when he came in. He conftrained himfelf at firft, and waited until the fervants were Withdrawn : then, unreftridted by the fear of heaven’s wrath, by the difhonour he was going to refledt upon his family, and even by the natural pity which he ought to have felt for an infant, which his wife had already carried fix months in her womb, he approached the vidlim, faying, in a furious tone, “ Thou muft die, wretch! thou haft but a moment to live; and that my genero- fity allows thee, fo fpend in a prayer to heaven, to pardon the outrage thou haft committed againft 



I4s The A D V E N T U R £ S of me: for I would not have thee lofe thy fcu!, a* thou haft loft thy honour.” So faying, he uruheathi ed His poinard. His adiion and dh'conrfe teirifie^. Eftephania, who falling at his feet, and dafpintj. her hands, faid to him, in the'utmbft aftontfff- jnent, “ What is the matter, Sigtiior ! what caufis! o!f!difc6riteht have I been fo unhappy as to give; you ? Why would you take away the life of your, fpoufe? If you fufpedt her of infidelity,'indeed you are miftaken.” “ Nb, hoi (thi jealous hufband haftily replied)^ I am but too Well* allured of your fahhood : thofei who informed me are creditable perfbns. Dob Huberto”--'-" Ah, Sighior !• (laid the, interrttptvj ing him with precipitation ' you-have reafon to! diftruft Don Huberto. He is Ids your friend than: you imagine: if he has Paid any thing to the, prejudice of my virt.ue, do not' believe himdV “ Peace, infamous woman 1 (anfwered Don Ana1- j ftafio) by endeavouring to prejudice me againft; Hordales, you juftify, inftead of diilipating, my; Tnfpicions. You endeavour to render that relation, fufpefted, becaufe he is informed of your mifcoh- dudl: you want to invalidate his teftimony; butr that artifice is in vain, and redoubles my define Of : punifhing your guilt.” “ My dear hufband ! (re-' fumed the innocent Iftephania, weeping bitterly) | diftrull your own blind rage : if you follow lit emotions, you will commit an aflion, which ! it will not be in your power to attone, when j once you are convinced of your injuftice. In the name of God, quiet your tranfpous: at leaft, give yourfelf time to clear up your fufpiciors, and do juftice to a wife, who has no crime to reproach feerfelf with.*’ Any 
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Ahy other than Anaftafio would have been moved with thefe words, and ftill more with the affli&ion of her who pronounced them ; but he, cruel man ! far from being melted at her d ftrefs. Once more bad the lady recommend herfelf quickly1 

te God, and even lifted up his arm td ftrike. Hold, barbarian ! (cried (he) if thy love for m« M entirely extinguifhed ; if the marks of tender- iliefs, which I have laviihed upon thee, are effaced from thy remembrance; if my tears cannot di- vert thee from thy execrable defigh ; at lead, have fome regard to thy own blood. Arm not thy frantic hand againft an innocent, who has not yet feen the light; thou canft not be its execu- tioner, without offending heaven and earth. As for my part, I forgive thee my death: but be affured, the blood of the babe Will cry for ven- geance upon fuch a horrible deed.” Howfoever determined Don Anaftalio was, to pay no attention to what Eftephania might fay, he could -not help being moved by thefe dreadful images. Which her lafl words prefented to his thought. Wherefore, as if he had been afraid that his emotion would betray his refentment, he hailened to take advantage of the fury that re- mained in his heart, and plunged his poignard intof the right fide of his wife, quitted his houfe imme- diately, and fled from Antequera. Mean while, the unfortunate lady was fo (tun- ned with the blow which (he )iad received, that (he lay fome minutes on the floor, without any figns of life : afterwards, recovering her fpirits, (he tittered fuch plaints and lamentations, as brought an old maid-fervant into the room. As foon as this good woman faw her miflrefs in fuch a pi- teous 
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teoas* condition, ftie waked the reft of the d rneftics, and even the ntlgfib'bors with her crit The chamber was fooh tilled with people j fd geons were called ; they examined her wound, a ’had gopd hopes of her recovery. They were « miOaken in their conjedture ; for, in a little tiri ‘they cured Eftephania, who was happily deli vert three months after this cruel adventure, of a fc Signior Gil Bias, whom you now fee. I am K fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. • Although fcandal fddom fpares a woman’s vi tue, it refpedled that of my fnotherj and S3 'bloody fcene was looked upon in town, as t! groiindldV tranfport of a jealous hutband. B father, tis true, was known to be a violent mi ’ ■very apt to take umbrage without caufe, H< dales concluded, that bis kinfwoman fufpefl bim of having diftuibed the mind of Don Aif ftafio with falfe ftories ; and fatfsfied with belt at leaft, half revenged, left off vifiting heh N to tire you, Sir, I will not enlarge upon the pari culars of my education ; but only obfei ve, tb my mother’s principal care was to have me tattj^ to fence : and I accordingly leainbd that exercH a long time, in the moft celebrated fchools « Grenada and Seville. She waited with impai ence, tintil I was old enough to meafure fi fwprd with that* of Don Hubert©, before flte Si formed me'of the caufe fhe had to complain j hifn: then,' I being in my eighteenth year, fi ' imparted to me the whole ftory ; not withct ftiedding tears in abundance, and appearing a -fefted with the moft violent forrow. What is predion tnuft a mother, in' that" condition, mal fen a fon, Who neither wanted courage nor fes 'fiment > { went inftantly, and challenged Ho; 
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d»ks to a private piase, wJiere, after a pretty ctptinate combat, I r.in him through the body, in three places, and left him breathlefs on the fpot. [ _Dpn Hubertp finding himfelf mortally wounded, fixed his laft looks upon me, and faid he received the death I had given him, as a juft puniftiment lor tb? crime he had committed againft the bo- waur of my motherk He confefled that he had jrjfoJved upon her deftruiftion, to be revenged of her fcorn ; and expired, aftcing pardon of heaven, Don Anaftafto, Eftephania, and me. I did not think proper to return, in order to inform my mo- iher of what had happened : I left that to fame j and pading the mountains, repaired to Malaga, adhere I embarked with the captain of a privateer, juft ready to fail on a cruize. He thought I did. not look like one who wanted courage, and gladly contented that I fliould join his volunteers. We foon found an opportunity of fignalizing ourfelves. Near the iftand of Albouran,* we met a corfair of Mellila, in her return to the coaft of, Africa, with a Spanifti fhip richly laderi,..which <he had taken off Garthagena-f-. We vigoroiifty at- :tacked the African, and mads ourfelves matters of 

* Albouran, a (hull jflandin the Mediterranean, on the. coaft of the kingdom of Fez. Mellila is a little city if. the fame part cf Barbary. f Garthsgena, or New Carthage, an ancient city^'in the kingdom of Murcia, fitoated on the coaft of the ^Mediterranean fea. It was built by a colony of the Car-- thaginians, and taken by Scipio, iiq years before the b.rth of Chrift. Here it was, that great commander Ijave that admirable proof of bis moderation, whujl hath been trarifmltted to^pofterity in the ftpry of tbe- f-autifift captive whom be fo gcneioufly reftorid to 
bo»& 
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both (hips, in which we found fourfcore Chriftlansi whom they were carrying as (laves to Barbary; Then, taking advantage of a favourable wind thai fprung up for the coaft of Grenada, we arrived, in a little time, at Punta de Helena. While we aflced the (laves, whonj we had de- livered, the places of their nativity, J put that queftipn to a man of a good mein, who feemeti to be about fifty years of age. He anfwered with a ligh, that he was from Antequara. I felt a ftrangf (emotion at his reply, without knowing wherefore j and he perceiving it, was remarkably diftuihed in his turn. “ I am, (faid I) your townfman : may J ask the name of your family i" “ Alas ! he re-j plied) you renew my grief, by defiring me to gra- tify your curiofity. Eighteen years ago I quitted Antequera, where J cannot be remembered with-* put horror: you yourfelf may, perhaps, have heard of me but too often : my name is'Don Ana-i flafio de Rada.” “ Juft heaven I (cried I) can I believe my own fenfes ? What ! is this Don Ana-s ftafio, my own father, whom I fee!” “ Wha^ is that you fay, young man ? (cried he in his turn, looking at me with furprize) is it poffible that yotii are that unhappy infant, which was in its mother’s! womb, when I facrificed her to my fury ?" “ Ves^ iny father, .(fajd I) I am he whom the virtuous Eftephania brought into the world, three month* after that fatal night, on yvhich you left her wel-^ tering in her blood.” Don Anaftafio, before I had finifhed thefe words, fell upon my neck, clafped me in his arms, and, for a whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing! but mingle pur fighs and tears. After having;! yielded to thofe tender emotions, that fuch a meet- ing could not fail to raife, roy father lifted up his; eye*,. 
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eyes, and thanked heaven for having preferved the life of Eftephania. But, a moment after, as if he had been afraid of giving thanks unfeafonably, he aficed in what manner the innocence of his wife had been proved. “ Signior, (faid I) no body but you ever doubted it : her conduct was always irreproachable. I will difabufe you : you mud Jtnow, that you was impofed upon by Don Hu_ berto.” I then recounted the whole of that re- lation’s perfidy, the vengeance I had taken, and the conftffion he made at hii death. My father ■was not Co much pleafed with the recovery of his freedom, as with the news I told. In the excefs of his joy, he began to embrace me again, with ten- dernefs and tranfport, and could not help expref- fing his fatisfadHon with regard to my condudl.” Come, my fon, (faid he) let us haften -to Ante- quera. I burn with impatience, to throw myfelf at the feet of a wife whom I have fo unworthily treated. Since you have made me acquainted with my own injustice, my heart is torn with re- morfe !” I was too eager to bring together perfons who were fo dear to me, to retard the happy moment: I quitted the privateer, and with my ihare of the priae we had taken, bought two mules at Adra, my father being unwilling to expofe hirafelf again to the dangers of the fea. He had leifure enough on the road to relate his adventures, which l heard with as greedy attention as that which the prince of Ithaca paid to thofe of the king his father. In fhort, after having travelled feveral days, we gain- ed the foot of a mountain, in the neighbourhood of Antequera, where we halted ; and refolving to go home privately, did not enter the town till midnight. vol, m. j» i 
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-I leave you to guefs the furprize of my mothetf, at the return of a hulband, whom (he thought for ever loft ; and the miraculous manner (if I mayj be allowed the expreflion) in which he was re«< ftored, became another caufe for her aftoniftimentj He alked pardon for his barbarity, with fuch gei( inline marks of repentance, that /he could noC help being aftedled with them ; and, inftead of re- garding him as an alTaftin, looked upon him as a: tnan to whom heaven had fubjefted her will; fo facred is the name of hufband to a virtuous woi| 

Eftephania had been fo anxious on my account^ that fhe was overjoyed at my return. But herj pleafure was not without allay : the After of HorJ dales had begun a criminal procefs againft the; murderer of her brother, and caufed me to be fearched for every where; in fuch a manner, that my mother knowing how infecure I was at home,} fuffered great uneaftnefs, which obliged me to fetj out that very- night for court, where I come, Sig- nior, to folicit my pardon, which I hope to ob-i tain, fince you defign to fpeak to the prime-mi^ nifter in my behalf, and to fupport me with your; whole credit.” The valiant fon of Don Anaftafio here finilhedj his narration ; upon, which I faid to him, with an: • air of importance ; “Enough, Signior Don Roger,; the cafe feems pardonable : I undertake to com-i municate your affair to his excellency, and I will; venture to promife you his protedHon.” The! Grenadine, upon this affurance, launched out in- to a world of thanks, which would only have entered at one ear and gone out at the other, had he nut affured me, that whatever fervice 1 fhould do him, would be dofe followed by his acknow-j - 5 '■ ledgement. 
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lodgement. As foon as he touched on that firing, I put myfdf in motion, and _that very day re- counted his ftory to the duke, who having per- mitted me to introduce the cavalier, faid to him, f‘ Don Roger, I am informed of the affair thalj brought you to court ; Santiliane has told’ me every circumftance ; make yourfelf eafy, you have done nothing that is not excufabje; and it is par- ticularly to thofe gentlemen, who revenge their, injured honour, that his majefty loves to (hew favour. For the fake of form, you muft go to; prifon ; but be adored, you fliall not continue in it long. Your friend Santillane will take care of the reft, and f on procure your enlargement.! Don Roger made a profound bow to the mini- fter, on whpfe word be furrendered himfelf- His pardon, by my care, was expedited in a very little time ; for in Jefs than ten days, I fent this , new Telemachus home to his Ulyfles and Pene. lope j whereas, had. he been without a protedfor, be would not, perhaps, have been quit for a whole year’s imprifonment.” I touched no more than a hundred piftoles for my good offices : fo that it Was not a great catch. B it I was not yet a Cal- derona, to defpife fmall matters. 

CHAP. IX. 
Cr--' Bias finds rneasis to make a ccnfiderable fortune in a v ry Jbort time, and gives bimfielf great airs accordingly. 
THIS affair quickened my appetite ; and ten piftoles which I gave to Scipio, for his right of brokerage, encouraged him to go upon the feent again. I have already extolled his talents in this way : he might have been juftly entitled ;he great Scipio. Thefecond cuftomer he brought, ,P 2 was 
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was a printer, who, in defpite of common fen(^>! had enriched himfelf by boohs of knight emntr.v’.- This honeft tradefman had pirated a work belong*: rng to another printer, and his edition was feized. ] Tor three hundred duca s, he obtained, through- my means, a replevy, and efcaped a large fine.' Though theminifter, properly fpeaking, hadnobtf-: finefs with this affair, his excellency, at my re- queff, was fo good as to imerpofc his aathority. I After the printer, a merchant pafied through my hands, on the following occafion. A Portugueze- fhip had been taken by a corfair of Barbary, and; afterwards re-taken by a privateer of Cadiz. Two thirds of the loading belonged to a merchant of Lifbon, who having reclaimed it in vain, came to: court, in queft of a patron, who had credit) Enough to caufe reftitution to be made. I in-; terefted myfelf in his behalf, and he got poffeffioit of his effefts, in confideration of a prefent which i he made me, of four hundred piftoles, for my proteflion. 1 Methinks I hear the reader cry in this place,-' Fr.wo, Monfieur de Santillane, put hay into your . ■ you are n a fine road, pufll your fortune-—. • T will, I waraftt you 1 fee, if I am . hen, my valet coming with a new prize,: e his grappled—Right: it is Scipio- -let) y- <•' »r him. Signior, (faid he) allow me to introduce this famous operator to you. He wants , ■i patent to fell his medicines, estclufive of all; others, during the fpace of ten years, in all the cities under the dominion of Spain ; that is, all perfons of his profeflion ftiall be prohibited from fettling in she place or places where herefides; and he will pay, as an acknowledgment, two hundred pifloles to any perfon who will procure 
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for him the faid privilege.” I faid to the Moun- tebank, afluming the patron, “ Well, friend, your bufinefs fliall be done.” Sure enough, in a verj? few days, I difpatched him with patents, which entitled him to cheat the people exclufively, through all the kingdoms of Spain, Though my wealth increafed, 1 had obtained of his excellency the four favours I had alked, fo eafily, that I never hefitated in requefting a fifth ; which was the government of the city of Vera, on the confines of Grenada, for a knight of Calatrava*, who promifed me a thoufand pi- ftoles for the place. The minifler laughed to fee me fo hot on the game : “ Egad, Gil Bias (faid he) you go on at a rare rate: you muft be furi- oufly inclined to oblige your neighbour. Hark’ye, 1 fliall not ftand upon trifl.s with you i but when you demand governments, and other confiderable favours, you fliall, if you pleafe, be contented with one half of the profit, and be accountable for the other to me. You can’t imagine (added he) what expence I am obliged to be at, or how many re- sources 1 muft have to fppport the dignity of my poft; for, notwithftanding the difinterefted appear- ance J aflume, I confcfs, I am not imprudent 

* Calatrava, a military order of knighthood in Spain; inflituted in the year 1158, during the reign of Sancho the third, king of Caftile. This fociety'has formerly fignalized its zeal and courage, in manv battles againtl the infidels, and is flill pofiefled of 56 commanderies, and fxteen priories. The habit of the order, is a large white mantle, with a red trofs on the left fide, pow- dered with flowers de luce. The knights make a vow of poverty, obedience and conjugal fidelity : and take an oath to maintain the immaculate, conception of the Mefled vjrgin. 
Pj enough 
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enough to diforder my domeftic affairs. Take) your meafures accordingly.’’ My matter, by this dilcourfe, banifliing all fear of being importunate, or rather encouraging me to| return frequently to the charge, I became more' greedy of riches than ever, and would have will-i; Ingly advertifed, that allthofe who wanted favours: at court, (hould apply to me. I went upon one, courfe, Scipio upon another, in queft of people' whom we might ferve for money. My knight of Galatrava had his government of Vera, for hi* thoufand piftoles; and I foon obtained another ati the fame price, for a knight of St. lago *. I was not contented with making governors only,) I conferred orders of knighthood, and converted: lomegood plebeians into bad gentlemen, by virtue: of excellent letters patent. I was alfo willing that the clergy (hould feel my benevolence : I bellowed fmall benefices, canonlhips, and fome ecclefiaftical; dignities. As for the bilhoprics and archbiftiop-i rics, they were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo dej Calderona, who likewife appointed magiftrates, commanders and viceroys. A plain proof that; the great places were no better filled than the; fmall ones ; for the people we chofe to occupy the: ■ports, of which we made fuch an honourable trafa fic, were not always the beft qualified, or Oaortj regular. We knew very well, that the wits of Madrid made themfelves merry at our expence jj 

* St. lago, or St. James. This is the higheft order of knighthood in Spain, influuted m the twelfth cen- tury. They take an- oath to defend the pilgrims tha^ vifit the tomb of St. James, at Compoftelh) from rhes infults of the Moors, They bear for arms a fword; goles, the handle in form of a crofs, powdered wilt* flowers de luce j and their ®Otto is. Sanguine Arab'iu * f but. 
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fcnt we refembled thofe mifers, who confole them- 

felves for the public fcorn, with a fight of their gold. Ifocrates had reafon to call intemperance and folly the mfeparable companions of wealth. When 1 found myfelf mailer of thirty thoufand ducats, and in a condition to get, perhaps, ten times as much, I thought I mull then make a figure worthy of the prime-minifter’s confident. I hired a whole houfe, which I furnilhed in a handfome manner j bought the coach of a notary, who had fet it up through oftentation, and now wanted to get rid of it, by the advice of his baker. I engaged a coachman ; and as it is but juft to advance old fervants, raifed Scipio to the triple honour of my valet de chambre, fecretary and fteward. But what put the finilhing ftroke to my pride, was the minifter’s allowing my people to wear his livery. This banilhed all the judgment that remained ; and I became as mad as tire difciples of Porcius Latro, who, when they had made themfelves as pale as their mailer, by drinking deco&ions of cu- min, imagined themfelves as learned; and well nigh believed myfelf the Duke of Lerma’s relation. I really took it into my head, that Ilhould pafsfor fuch, or perhaps, for one of his baftards: a re- fleiftion that gave me infinite pleafure. Add to this, that, in imitation of his excellency, who kept open table, 1 refolved to entertain alfo. For this purpofe, I ordered Scipio to look out for a Ikilful cook j and he found one, who was, per- haps, comparable to that of Nomentanus *, of % Lucius Cafiius Nomentanus, a famous epicure, that lived in the Auguflan age, and ate up a vail fortune. He isupon honourable record inmany places of Horace, for his nice tafte in fenfualitj. dainty 
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dainty memory. I furnifhed my cellar with deli* j clous wines, and after having laid in all other kinds ! of provifion, began to receive company. Every ■ evening, feme of the principal clerks of the mi- ' niller’s office, who proudly affume the quality of; fecretaries of Rate, came to fup with me. I gave ! them good cheer, and always fent them home well j watered. Scipio, on his .fide, (for it was lik« ! matter, like man) kept table alfo, in the buttery, ! where he regaled his acquaintance at my expence. But, exclufive of my regard for that young fellow, . J thought, as he contributed to my getting money, j lie had a right to aflift me in fpending ir. Befides, ! I looked upon this profuflon like a young man, and did not perceive the confequence. 1 had another j reafon alfo, for overlooking it. Benefices and : employments never ceafed bringing grift to the mill! and feeing my finances daily increafe, I thought I had, for once, drove a nail into the ; wheel of fortune. There was nothing now wanting to gratify my vanity, but to make Fabricius an eye-witnefs of : 

my pomp. I did not doubt that he was returned ' from Andaloufia ; and, that I might have the plea- fure of furprizing him, fent him an anonymous ‘i billet, importing, that a Sicilian nobleman of his :j acquaintance, expedled him to fupper, at fuch a j day, hour, and place. Nunnez came at the time appointed, and was amazed to find that I was the , foreign nobleman, who bad invited him to fupper. 1 “ Yes, friend, (faid I to him) this is my houfe ; 1 I have a handfome equipage, a good table, and a ftrong box befides.” “ Is it poffible (cried he, with great vivacity) that I find thee again in fuch opulence! how happy am I in having recom- wejided ifiee to Count Galiano ! I tolfl thee that , h* 
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fie was a generous nobleman, who would foon make thee eafy for life. Thou haft, doubtlefs, (added he) followed the wife advice I gave thee, and given the butler a little more rein. I congratulate thee upon thy conduft ; for it is by fuch prudent meafures only, that the ftewards in great families become fo r«jh.” I let Fabricius applaud himfelf as much as he pleafed, for having introduced me to the fervice of Count Galiano : after which, in order to moderate the joy which he felt for having procured me fuch a good port, I related the marks of gratitude with which that nobleman had repaid my fervice: but perceiving that my poet, while I made the detail, fung his recantation within himfelf; I faid to him, “ I forgive the Sicilian between you and me, I have more caufe to rejoice than be forry, at his behaviour towards me. If the count had not ufed me ill, I fhould have followed him to Sicily, where I (hould now be a fervant, in expeflation of an uncertain eftablifhment. Jn a word, I fhould not be confident to the Duke of Derma.” Nun- nez was fo ftruck with thefe laft words, that he continued, fome minutes, incapable' of uttering one fyllable. Then breaking filence all of a hid- den ; “ Did I underftand you aright ? (faid he) what 1 have you the confidence of the prime- minifter?” “ I lhare it (I replied) with Don Ro- drigo de Calderona, and, in all appearance, I (hall make great progrefs.” w Truly, Signior de San- tillane (faid he) I look upon you with admiration ! you are capable of filling all forts of employments. What talents you are mafter of! you have (to ufe the expreffion of our tennis-court) the univerfal tool : that is to fay, you are qualified for every thing. Finally, Signior, (added he) I am over- joyed 



i6» The ADVENTURES of joyed at your worfhip’s profperity. ’ “ Q!i tho devil! (faid 1, interrupting him) Mr. Nunnez, truee with Signior and Your worlhip: let us banifh tfoefe terms, and live familiarly together.” “ Thot| j art in the right, (he replied) I ought not to look | Vpoo thee otherwife than ufual, although thou art j become rich. I will confefs my weaknefs : I waj dazzled when I underftood thy happy fate But! that prejudice is over, and I now behold thee again i as my old friend Gil Bias.” Our converfatioh was interrupted by the arrival i of four or five clerks. w Gentlemen, (faid I to \ them, prefenting Nunnez) you fitall fup with Sig-1 nior Don Fabricio, who compofes veffes worthy of king*Nurna, and writes in profe, like a prodigy.” i Unluckily, J fpoke to people who regarded poetry fo little, that our author fufFered oh account of j 

his profeflion. Scarce would they deign to favour; him with a look. It was to no purpofe that he faid witty things, in order to attraft their attention ; they did not perceive the beauty of his fallies : and, he was fo much piqued at their want of tafie, that i he made ufe of his poetical licence, and cunningly t withdrawing from the company, difappeared. Our clerks did not perceive his retreat, and fat down 1 

to table, without fo much as aiking what was be- come of him. Juft as I had done drefling, next morning, and was going abroad, the poet of the Afturias entered my chamber, faying, ” I afk pardon (my friend) i for having fo abruptly left thy clerks laft night j but truly, I was fo much out of nay element, among them, that I could no longer endure my fituation, A parcej of infolent fellows with their 
* The obfcure verfes fung by the Sa'Un piiefls, in jfcoij: procdiions, were comyofcd byNumav f#lf. 



G I L B L A S. i6j 
felf-f'jfficient ftarched airs ! I can’t comprehend how thou, who haft an acutenefs of underftanding, can’ll acommodate thyfelf to fuch ftupid guefts ; this very day, (added he) I will bring hitlrer, fel- lows of wit and fpirit.” “ I lhall be obliged to Jhee (anfwered I) and will entirely depend upon thy talle in the choice of them.” “ Thou art in the Tight (faid he) I promife thee fuperior geniufes, of the moll entertaining charafters. I will go this in- ftant to a coffee-houfe where they meet, and be- fpeak them before they engage themfelves elfe- where; for happy is the man who can have their company at dinner or fupper, fo much are they ! admired for their agreeable humour, i So faying he left me, and at fupper-time re- turned with fix authors only, whom he introduced to me, one after another, characterizing each as he prefented him. To hear him, one would have thought that thofe wits furpaffed thofe of ancient Greece and Italy ; and their works, (as he faid) deferred to be engraven in letters of gold. I re- ceived thofe gentlemen very politely, and even af- feCled to load them with civility ; for the nation of authors is a little vain-glorious. Though I had not laid any injunClions on Scipio toi take care that our table thould be fumptuoufly fornifhed, as he knew what fort of people I was to treat that day, he had reinforced our fervices of his own ac- cord. In Ihort, we went to fupper in high glee ; my poets began to talk of themfelves, and were not ftlent in their own praife. One with a lofty air, mentioned grandees and ladies of quality wlro wete delighted with his mufe ; another finding fault with the choice which a learned academy had made of two members, modeftly obferved tfiat «hey ought to have chofen him. The difcourfe of 

the 
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the reft was not a whit lefs arrogant. In the mid*: die of fupper, they worried me with verfe and profe; each in his turn, repeating a fpecimen of his own writings ; one regaled me with a fonnet; another rphearfed a fcene of a tragedy; a third' read a criticiim upon a comedy : and a fourth,! endeavouring in his turn to give us an ode of Anacreon, t ran dated into wretched Spanilh verfe,’ was interrupted by one of his brethren, who told: him that he had ufed an improper term. The Au- thor of the tranflation denied his a flection ; and a difpute arofe, in which all the wits efpoufed onej fide or other ; the votes were equal, the difpu-; tants grew hot, and proceeded to inveftives : The debate ftill continued ; until becoming quite furi-j ous, they got up and went by the ears togefher.; Fabricio, Scipio, my coachman, lacqueys and my- felf, had all iuliicient work in parting them; which when we had accompliftied, they went away, as if from a public houfe, without making the leaft; apology for their impolite behaviour. Nunnez, upon whofe promife I had formed ani agreeable idea of this entertainment, remained verj} ptuch out of countenance at this adventure^ “ Well,, friend, (faid I to him) will you extoi your fellow guefts ? Upon my confcience, yoq have brought hither a villainous fet. I will hence, forth keep to my clerks; don’t talk to me of am, thors.” “ 1 will bring no more fuch (anfwered he) thou haft feen the beft of the whole tribe.” 

CHAP. X. 
OTr ir.orah of $il Bias an entirely corrupted a‘ court, :1 He is charged with a commijjion by the Count de L ernes, and engages in an intrigue with that nobleman. 
AS foon as 1 was known to be in favour wit! the Duke of Lerma, I had a court of mj ow. 
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own. Every morning my anti-chamber was full of people, and I gave audience at my leVes. Two Kinds of company came thither; one, tO“ buy my intereft with the minifter for favours ; and the pther, to move me by fupplicatiohs, to obtain for them what they wanted gratis. The firft were 'fure of being heard and aGifted; but with regard -to the laft, I got rid of them immediately by evat Jive excufcs, or amiifed them fo long, that their jpatience forfook them. Before J belonged to court, .1 was naturally compaflionate and charitable ; but 11 no longer felt that human weaknefs,i and became as hard as flint. Of confequence, I cured tnyfelf of my friendihips alfo, and ftript myfelf of all focial .affeftion, as will appear by niy behaviour to Jdfeph •Navarro, in an affair I am going to relate. This Navarro, to whom I owed fo many eiblt. .gations, and who, in one word, was the firft caufe of my fortune, came one day to my hoqfe s ■and after having expreflfed a great deal of friend- fhip for me, as he always did when we met, defi- red me to ask of the duke of Lerma, a certain .employment for one of his friends; telling me, that the cavalier in whofe behalf he folliclted, was a very amiable young gentleman, of great merit, but that he wanted a poll for his fubfiftenee t “ I don’t at all doubt, (added Jofeph) that, kind and obliging as you are, you will be overjoyed at an opportunity of ferving a man of honour in dirtrefs; and I am fure that you will think your* -felf beholden to me for giving you this occafion of exerting your generofity.” This was' plainly felling me, that he expeSed it for nothing; and though I did not much relifh the propofal, I ap- ■peared very much difpofed to do what he deiired. “ I am charmed, (anfweredT to Navarro) that I have it in my power to fhew my lively gratitude . Vol. III. Q. for 
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for all the ‘favours which I have receives at yoti ■hands. -Vour interefting yourfelf for any one, i a fufficient inducement for me to ferve him ; yoti friend fhall have that place you have pitched upoi for him,.depend upon it j the aifairis now no long* er yours but mine.” On this aflurahce, Jofeph went away very we; fatisfied. Neverthelefs, the perfon whom herd •commended,'did. not. obtain the poft in queftion; I procured it fbr another man, in confideration c .a thoufand ducats, which I put into my ftrong boj( and which 1 preferred-to any acknowledgement; might have expefted from the clerk of the kitchen ta-whom I faid (with an air of mortification) whei next we met “ Ah ! my dear Navarro, you wa too late, inifpeaking to me; I was prevented bi Calderona, wbo ^has given away that fame -poft and I am quite jn defpair, that I have no betttf news to entertain you with.” i Jofeph implicitly believed what I fatd, and wj .parted more friends. than ever; bull believe hi foon discovered the truth, for he never after to my hopfe ; and I was charmed at his abfenci For befides my.being burdened by the fervicei he had done me, J thought it did not look wel ■for people of my rank at court, to keep company with butler?. I have not mentioned the count de Lemos, i good while. Let us now return to that nobleman, 1 whom I fpmetimes vifited. I had carried to hire In the thoufand.piftoles, as I formerly obferved, an< » afterwards.gave him a thoufand more, by orde ip of the duke his uncle, out of the money I had be * Jonging to his excellency. The count de Lemos i, had a long converfation with me that day ; h< t told me that he had at laft gained his end, anc incirely poiTefled the good graces of the prince o f: . Spiin 
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S^ain, whofe foie confident ha Awas-:- he then gave me charge of a very honourable commiflion which be had already prepar’d forme “Friend San- tillanr, ffaid he) now is the time to be doing; [pare nothing to difcover fome young beauty, who (hall be worthy to amufe that gallant prince. You don’t want wit, and I need fay no more ; go, run, fearch, and when you have made a lucky iifcovery, come and impart it to me.” 1 promifed to negleft nothing, in acquitting myfelf handfomely of this employment, which muft not be very 'dif- ficult to exercife, fince fo many people live by the fame profeflion. I had not been much ufed to thefe kinds of in- quiry ; but not doubting that Scipio was an adept in the art; 1 called for him when 1 came home, and raid to him in private, “ Child, I am going to in- trult thee with a great fecret. Doft thou know, that in the midfi of fortune's favours I find I want fome- thing ITan eafily guefs what that is, (faid he, interrupting me before I could proceed) you want an agreeable nymph to unbend and exhilerate your fpirits ; and truly it is aftonifhing, that you fhould be without one in the prime of your age, when grave grey-beards cannot difpenfe with fuels recreation.”—-" I admire thy penetration; (an- fwered I with a fmile) yes, a miftrefs I want, and defire to have one of thy recommending. But I muft warn thee before-hand, that I am very de- licate in thefe matters. I expe£l a lady of beauty and good morals.” “ What you require (re- plied Scipio) is not eafily found; but, however, we live, thank God, in a city that affords fome of all forts, and I hope I fhall foon be able to fit you 

Sure enough, in three days he fatd, “ I have difeovered a treafure ; a young lady, whofe name <U « 
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is Catalina, of a good family, and fav/hinf beauty ; (lie lives under the tuition of her aun( in a little houfe, where they fubftft in an honours able.manner, on their'fortune, which is but fmail j they, are ferved by a chambermaid of my ac-i quaintance, who has alfuted me, that though their door is (hut to every body at prefent, it would be opened to a rich and liberal gallant, provided ho were willing to avoid ftandal, by going in at nighrj without any (hew. Whereupon I defcribed you as a cavalier, who deferved to. find the door anlatched j i and defired the maid to propofe you to the ladies, i: She has promifed to do fo, and inform me of their ] anfwer to-morroW morning, at a certain place.” c “ That’s well (Ireplied) but I am afraid the chamd t ber-maid impofes upon thee.” “No, no, (faidj it he) lam not fo eafily perfoaded; I have already li interrogated thb neiglibours, and conclude from it what they fay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, on r whom yon may defeend, like another Jupiter, ;t in a (hower of gold.” Prejudiced as I was againft v intrigues of this kind, I engaged in it for once ? ; and as the chamber-maid came next day, and told! < Scipio, that if I pleafed, I might be introduced that t wry evening to her miff refs, I dole thither between, eleven and twelve. The maid receiving me in the * dark, took me by the hand, and led m* into a pretty handfome hall, where I found the iadie* t richly dreded, and feared on fattin couches. A«, ! foon as they perceived me, they got up, and falut- it ed me in fuch a noble manner, that I took thenv t for perfons of quality. The aunt (whofename wa* n Signiora Mencia) though ftill agreeable, did not at- !t trafl my attention, which was entirely engrofled. t by the niece, who feemed a goddefs. To examine t her minutely, however, (he could not be called a pe.feit beauty j but (he had fuch graces, togethei* 
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with a tempting lufcious air, as hindered the eye to perceive her tfefefh. Accordingly, I was difturbed at fight of her. I forgot that I came thither to perform the office of procurer ; fpoke in my own favour, and expref- fed myfelf like a man infpired by the moft violent [paffion. The young lady, in whom I found three times more wit than fhe really had, (fo courteous j did Pie feem) quite enchanted me by heranfwers ; ; and I began to lofe the government of myfelf, when i her aunt, in order to moderate my tranfports, ad- drefled me in this manner: “ Signior de Santillane, I muff be free with you. On account of the cha- rafler which I heard of your worfliip, I have per- mitted you to vifit jtie, without enhancing the price of the favour, by ftanding on ceremony: but don’t imagine yourfelf the nearer your point for that reafon. I have hitherto brought up my nieCe in retirement, and you are, as I may fay, the firft cavalier to whofe eyes fhe has been expofed. If you deem her worthy to be your wife, I fhall be overjoyed at her good fortune. Confider therefore, if Pie will fuit you at that price i for you cannot have her at a cheaper rate.” This well-aimed fhot frighted away Cupid, who was juft going to let fly an arrow at me. To fpeak without a metaphor, a marriage fo bluntly propOfed, made me recoiled myfelf. I became again all of a fudden the faithful agent of the count de Lemos, and changing my tone, replied to Signiora Men- cia, “ Madam, I am pleafed with your franknefs, which I intend to imitate. Whatever figure I make at court, I am not worthy pf the incom- parable Catalina, but have in view for her a much more fplendid fate; in fhort, I defign her for the prince of Spain.” “ Your refufal of my niece, (replied the aunt coldly) was difobliging enough ; 

Q_3 there 



i7« The ADVENTURES ef there was. no .pccafion to accompany if with »| piece of raillery.” “ I don’t .rally indeed, madam, (cried I) nothing is more ferious : X have orders to' find out a lady who deferves to be honoured witbt the private viiits of the prince of Spain j I find: fuch a one in your houfe, and mark k for th«! fceneaccordingly.” Sigpiora Mencia was aftonilhed at thefe words,: which I perceived did not much difpleafe her : ne*| Verthelcfs, believing that Ihe ought to afFedt re- ferve, fhe anfwered in this manner ; “ If I was; difpofed. to credit literally what you fay, you mufti know that I am not of fuch a charafler, as to re-i joice in the. infamous honopr of feeing my niece: miftrefs to a prince. My virtue dUapproves---^ “ What a faip^you are with ycur virtue ! (faid I,: interrupting }ierj you talk like one bredtamong filly' citizens. . Sure yiu jvke, in pretending to confiderf things in a nv ral point pf view ? that would be? firipping them cf all their beauty ; they muft be; furveyed wirlv a.pafpaleye. Behold the heir appa- rent of Spain at, tlie .feet of the .happy Catalina,i adoring and. loading.her withprefents; and remem-1; ber thatfrem her perhaps will fpiing a hero, who will repderhismothsr's name immortal as his own ' Although the aunt would have gladly embraced': my prepofal, fhe feigned herfelf irrefolme about! the tpntter; and Catalina, who wilhed the prince already ip her chains, afTediqd great indifference J fo that I was obliged toinveflf the place a-ne\V, un-’ til at length, Signiora. Mencia feeing me repolfed^ and ready to raife,the. liege, beat the Charhade, and we agreed upon a capitulation, which contain’d the two foil wing articles. Imprimis, If tht prince of Spain, on the report that I fhall make of Catalina’s charms, lhall be inflamed, and de^ tuni.nc to ho.:our her with » fioduinai vifit, I 
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fliall take care to apprife the ladies, of the night that (hall be chofen for that purpofe.---Item, The prince (hall not vifit the faid ladies but as an or- dinary gallant, with no other attendants than me and his Mercury in chief. After this convention, the atmt and niece (hewed me all manner of friendlhip, and adumed a fami- liarity of behaviour, in confequence of which, I ventured fome hugs, which were not very ill re- ceived ; and when we parted, they embraced me of their own accord, and loaded me with carefles. It is really wortderful to fee with what facility an intimacy is contrafted between the courtiers of gallantry, and the women who want their fervice. Had people obferved me leave this houfe, with fuch marks of favour, they might have faid with fomo appearance of juftice, that I was much happier than I adually found myfelf.-—The count de Le- mos was overjoyed, when I let him know that 1 had made fuch a difcovery as he defired. I fpoke ■ of Catalina in fuch a manner as made him long to fee her. 1 carried him to her lodgings next night, and He owned that I had been very fuccefs- ' tul. He told the ladies, he did not at all doubt I that the prince would be perfectly well fatisfied with the miftrefs which I had chofen for him, and 1 that (he, on her part, would have caufe to be con- ! tented with fuch a lover ; that the young prince was full of generofity and fweetnefs of temper : ; in (hort, he aflured them, that he would bring him to their houfe In a feAr days, as they defired he (hould come, that is, without noife or atten- dance. This nobleman afterwards took his leave of them, and 1 withdrew in his company. We got back to bis equipage, in which we had come ' thither, and which waited for us at the end of thj &?«:; l.c it\ me down at my own houfe, charg- ing 
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ing me to inform his uncle next day of this new-'- | iiarted adventure, and to defire he would fend him a thoufand piftoles to enfure its fuccefs. I did not fail to give the duke of Lerma an exaft account of what had pafled; concealing only one circumftance. I did not fpeak a fyliable of ; Scipio, but took to myfelf the honour of the dif- j covery, according to the praftice of thofe who i live among the great. By thefe means I acquired a great many com- pliments. “ Mr. Gil Bias, (faid the minifter to j me, with an air of raillery) I am ravilhed to find : that with your other talents, you likewife poflefs that of difcovering obliging beauties : when I have occafion for one of that clafs,. you will give me leave to apply to you.” “ My lord,' (I replied in the fame tone) 1 thank your grace for intending me the preference ; but give me leave to fay, that I fhould be fcrupulous in ferving your excellency in that manner. Signior Rodrigo has been fo long in poflefiion of that employment, that it would be unjuft in me to deprive him of it.” The duke fmiled at my anfwer, then changing the difcourfe, ‘ a freed if his nephew did not want money for this adventure. “ Pardon me, (faid 1) he begs you will fend him a thoufand piftoles.” “ Very well, (replied the minifter) carry them to him, bid him fpare nothing, but approve of whatever expence the prince ihall propofe. 

C H A P. XI. 
9Tr frivate viftt and pnfentt which the prince of Spain made to Catalina. 
IWent that inftant with five hundred double piftoles to the count de Lemos, who told me, #< you could not come in better feafon, I have 
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fpt'ke to the prince; he has bit at the hook, and hums with impatience to fee Catalina. This very night he intends to flip privately out of the palace, in order to vifit her. It is a thing determined, and our meafures are taken accordingly. Inform the ladies of his refolution, and give them that money which you have brought; for it is right to let them fee that he is no ordinary lover whom they are to receive ; hefidesi the bounty of prin- ces ought to precede their intrigues. As you will accompany him, together with me, (added he) be ' fure of being at his eouchee this evening. Your coach alfo (for I think it is proper we Ihould ufe it) mud wait for us near the palace about mid- night.” I immediately repaired to the houfe, but did not fee Catalina, who (they told me) was a-bed ; fo that I could only fpeak with Signiora Mencia, to whom I faid, “ Madam, pray excufe me for appearing in your houfe by day; but it is not in my power to do otherwife, for I muft give yeu no- tice, that the prince of Spain will be here this night; and here (added I, putting the bag of money in her hand) is an offering which he fends to the temple of Cytherea, to render the divinities of the | place propitious. You fee I have not engaged you in a bad affair.” “ I am very much obliged fo you, ((he replied) but tell me, Signior de San- tillans, does the prince love mufic ?” “ He loves t it (anfwered I) to diftradtion ; nothing can enter- i tain him fo much as a fine voice, accompanied by a lute delicately touch’d.” “ So much the better, (cried (he, in a tranfport of joy) you give me In- finite pleafure in telling me this, for my niece has the pipe of a nightingale, and plays upon the lute to admiration ; (he likewife dances perfedHy well.” “ WeSvens ! (cried I, in my turn) what perfec- tions. 
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tions, my good aunt ! fo many are not necefftry to make a girl’s fortune ; one of thefe talents is' fufficient for the purpofe.” Having thus paved the way, I waited for the hour of the prince’s couchee ; then giving orders to my coachman, I rejoined the count de Lemos, ■who told me that the prince, to get rid of his company the fooner, would feign a flight indifpofi- tion, and even go to bed, the better to perfuade them .of hi? being flck ; but that he would rife a- gain in an hour, and by a back-door, gain a pri- vate flair that led into the court-yard. When he had informed me of what they had concerted together, he ported me in a place through which he aflured me they would pafs; and there I danced attendance fo long, that I began to think our gallant had taken another road, or loft his de-r- fire of feeing Catalina, as if princes ufually dropt thefe fort of whims before they have fatif- - fied them. In fiiort, I imagined they had forgot me altogether, when two men accofted me, whom having difcerned to be thofe I expefted, I con- duced them to my coach, in which they feated themfelves, while I got upon the coach-box to tjireft the driver, whom I ordered to ftop about fifty yards from the houfe. I then handed the pj ince and his companion out of the coach, and •we walked towards the place for which we were bound. The gate opened at our approach, and- Ih.ut again as foon as we got in. At firft we found ourfelves in the fame dark- nefs in which I had been introduced ; though by way of dirtinflion there was a fmall lamp fixed to the wall, the light of which was fo dim, that we could only perceive it, without being lighted by its rays. All this ferved only to make the ad- venture more agreeable to our h?ro, who was fen- 6 fibly 



<5 f L B L A S . i/j 
flWy ft ruck at t!te fight of the ladies, who received Jrim into a hall, where the luftre of a'greaf num- ber of candles made amends for the darknefs that reigned in the court. The aunt and niece were in a gay difhabille, fo artfully difpofed, that no body could look upbn them with impunity. Our prince would have been very well fatisfied with Signiora Alencia, if there had been no other for him t6 chufe ; but the charms of young Catalina, as thej’ deferved, had the preference. “ Well, my prince, (faid the count de Lemos) was it poflible for u* to procure your highnefs the pleafure of feeing two ladies more handfome than thefe ?” “ I am ra- ▼ilhed with them both ! (replied the prince) and I fhall never carry off my hea^t; for, the aunt could not mifs of it, if it was poflible for the niece to fail.” After this compliment fo agreeable to an aunt, he-faid a thoufand fond things to Catalina, who anfwercd with great wit and fpirit. As thdfe honourable people who perform the part that I adted on this occafion, are permitted to join in the -converfation of Movers, provided it be with an in- tention of adding fuel to' the fire ; I told the gal- lant, that his nymph fung and played upon thV Jute to admiration. He was overjoyed to hear that (he was miftrefs of thefe talents, and irf- treated her to entertain him with a fpeiimen. She complied with a good grace, took up a lutfc ready tuned, played fome tender airs, and fung in fuch an affedfing manner, that the prince dropt down at her feet, in a tranfport of love and plea- fure. But let us finifh this pidfure, and only otf- ferve, that during this fweet intoxication, in whicli the heir of the Spaniflr monarchy was plunged, the hours ftole away like minutes, and we'we re obli- ged to tear him from that dangerous houfet be- 
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eaufe of the day’s approach. We the gentlertien I undertakers carried inm back to his apartment with great difpatch, and then went to our different ‘ homes, as well fatisfied in having fitted him with' a fhe-adventurer, as if we had tranfa<3ed his mar- 1 

riage with a princefs. Next morning, I recounted this adventure to the duke pf Lerma, who defired to be informed of: every particular; and juft as I had finiftied my ! 

narration, the count de Lemos came in, and faid, “ The prince of Spain is (o much engroffed by Catalina, and has conceived fuch a pafiion for her, ■ that he propofes to vifit her often, and attach himfelf to her alone. He wanted to fend to her this day jewels to the amount of two thoufand pif- ! toles, but not having a penny in his purfe, he ap- : pliid to me. My dear Lemos, (faid he) you muft find me that fum immediately. I know very r well that I incommode, nay exhauft you, but my j heart retains the obligation; and if ever I find my- felf in a condition to exert my gratitude, otherwife than ip thought, for all your friendlhip, you (hall not repent of having laid me under an obliga- 1 

tion.” “ My prince (faid I, leaving him that in- vflant) I have friends and credit, and will em- ploy them both to accommodate you with what you want.” “ It is not difficult to fatisfy his demand, (faid the duke to his nephew.) Santillane, go fetch the money : or if you pleafe, he will piirchafe the jewels, for he is a perfeft connoifleur in ftones, sfpeciatly rubies. Is not this true, Gil Bias ?” (added he, looking at me with a fatirical fmile.) “ Your grace is very fevere, (I replied) 1 fee that you want to make Monfteur the Count merry at my expence. This happened accordingly. The Mpbew askeslwhat myftery there was in his word*. “ Nothing, 
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“ Nothing, (anfwsred the duke laughing) only Santillaneone daythoughtproper to exchange a dia- mond for a ruby, and afterwards found that he had gained neither honour nor profit by the bargain." I (hould have thought myfelf eafily qujt, if the minifter had faid no more of the matter ; but fie took the trouble to relate the’ trick that Camilla and Don Raphael played upon me in the hired lodg- ing, and to enlarge particularly on thofe circum- ftances which chagrined me moll. His excellency, after having enjoyed his joke, ordered me to ac- company the count de Lemos, who carried me to a jeweller’s houfe, where we chofe'jewels, which we (hewed to the prince for his approbation ; and ■which being afterwards intrulled tome, in. order to be-prefented to Catalina, I went home for,, two thoufand piftoles of the duke’s money, with which 1 paid the merchant. It is a queftion not to be a(ked, if I was kindly received next n;ght by. the ladiei, when I exhibit- ed the prefents of my embafly, confiding of an handfome ring defigned for the aunt, and a pair of ear-rings for the niece. Charm d with thefe.marks of the prince’s love and generolity, they began to prattle like two gpfiips, and thanked me for hav- ing procured for them fuch a valuable acquaint- ance. They forgot themfelves in the excefs of their joy, and fotr.e words efcaped them, which made mefufpeft that I had introduced a meet gypfy to our great monarch’s fon ; but that I might know precifely whether or not I had performed this fine mafter-piece, I went home, refolved to come to an explanation with Scipio, 

Vot. III. R C II A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Catalina't real cbarafler. The perplexity and unrajinefi of Gil Bias. 'Ibt precaution be iva: obliged to tain for bit <nvn quiet. 
JUST as I entered my own houfe, I heard ai great noife ; and enquiring into the caufe, was; told, Scipio that evening treated half-a-dozen of! his friends, who fung full throat, and frequently! broke out in loud fits of laughter ; fo that affuredly, this repaft could not be properly ftiled the banquet; of the feven wife men- The mafter of the feaft, advertifed of my arrival,- faid to his company, “ Gentlemen, ’tis only my mafter come home j be not difturbed, but continual your mirth ; I will go and fpeak two words to him*' and rejoin you in a twinkling.” So faying, het came to my apartment. “ What a hubbub is this ?i (faid I) what fort of people are thofe you entertain below? are they poets?” “ No indeed. Sir, if you pleafe (he replied) it were pity to fceftow; yoUr wine on fuch company. 1 make a better ufe of it. There is among my guefts a very rich young fellow, who wants for his money an em-r ployment by your intereft ; and for him alone I; give this'entertainment: at every draught he drinks,; I raife the gratification you are to receive, ten pi- ftoles, and will make him drink till day.” “ If that be the cafe, (I replied) go back to thy friends,- and don’t fpare the wine in my cellar.” I did not think this a proper feafon to talk with him about Catalina ; but next morning when I got up, I fpoke to him in this manner : “Friend Scipio,' thou knoweft how we live together ; I treat thee more like a comrade than a dcmeftic ; and of eon- fequence thou wilt be to fciame in deceiving me as 
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* matter. Let us then lay afide all referve with ■one another. I will tell thee fomething that will furprize thee, and thou fhalt difclofe to me thy real femimems of thofe two Women with whom thou haft made me acquainted. Between thee and me, I fufpe£l them to be two artful puttes, cun- ning in proportion to the fimplicity which they af- fefl. If my opinion does them juftice, the prince of Spain has no great caufe to be well pleafed with me ; for I confefs it was for him that I wanted a miftrefs. I accordingly carried him to Catalina's houfe, and he is become paffionately fond of her.” “ Signior, (anfwered Scipio) I am too well ufed by you, to be Wanting in ftncerity with my matter. J had yefterday a private converfation with the maid of thefe two princefies, and the related their htftory, which to me feemed very diverting. You fhail hear it in two words. Catalina is daughter to a poor gentleman of Ar- ragon, and finding herfelf at the age of fifteen an orphan,- as handfome as poor, littened to an old commander, who condu&ed her to Toledo, where he died in fix months, after having ferved as a parent rather than a husband to her. She fecured his fortune, confifting of fome moveables and three hundred piftoles in ready money, then joined herr felf to Signiora Mencia, who was ftill in falhlon, tho* already in the wane. Thefe two good friends lived together, and began to behave fo as to attraft the notice of juttice ; at which the ladies being dif- gufted, baftily abandoned Toledo thro’ vexation, and fettled in Madrid, where they have lived about two years, without vifiting any perfon in: the neigh- bourhood. But the heft circumftance of the ftory is this, they have hired two fmall houfes, feparated only by a wall, having in the cellar a flair of com- munication from the one to the other. Signiora R % Mencia 
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TWencia lives with a young maid-fervant in one o| thefe houfes, and the commander’s widow podeffes the other, with an old duenna, who paffes for he* ■grandmother; fo that our Arragonian is fometimes a niece brought up by her aunt, and fometimes a pupil Under the wings of her grandame. VVheni fhe adls the niece, fhe is called Catalina, and whenj fhe plavs the grand-child her name is Sirena.” At the name of Sirena, I grew pale ; and inter-: 

rupting Scipio, laid, “ Wh.t do I hear! alas! I am afraid that this curfed Arragonian is no other: than the miftrefs of Calderona.” " Truly, (he re-! plied) it is the fame ! I thought this piece of news would have given you pleafore.” “ Thou arti very much miftaken, (anfwered I) I have more; caufe to be forty than rejoiced at it; do'ft thou: ■wot fee the confequences ?” “ No, in faith, (re- fumed Scipio) what mifehief can it produce ? you ■are not fure that Don Rodrigo will difeover what" paffes ; and if you are afraid of his getting infor- mation, you have nothing to do, but prepoffefs the minifter in your favour, by telling him candid- ' Jy the whole affair. He will fee your fincerity; and if after this Calderona Ihould attempt to do you an ill office with his excellency, he will perceive that his idle defign is to injure you outof a fpirit of revenge.” i Scipio, by this difeourfe baniftied my fear; and ’ refoived to follow his advice, I informed the duke of Lerma of the difeovery I had made. I even- af- : fedled to tell it with a melancholy air, in order to perfuade him of my being mortified for having in- nocently introduced Don Rodrigo’s miftrefs to the prince. But the minifter, far from pitying his fa- j vourite, laughed at the adventure, and bid me go on in my old way, faying, that after all it was glo- rious for Calderona to love the fame lady who had paptivated the prince of Spain, and to be as well , 
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rfceivtd by her as bis highnefs. I imparted it alfa to tbe count de Lemos, who affured me of his J>r6- t eft ion, in cafe the firft fecretary fhould difcOvet the intrigue, and attempt to ruin me with his grace. Imagining that by this precaution I had delivered the bark of my fortune from the dangerous (helves that environed it, my fear vani(hed, I ftill accom- panied the prince to the houfe of Catalina, alias the fair Sirena, who was artful enough to invent flratagems to keep Don Rodrigo from herembraces, and to defraud him of thofe nights which (he was obliged to beftow on his illuftrious rival. 

CHAP. XIII. 
Gil Hlai continues to aQ tbe man of conjejuence. Heart news of bis family, which make but fmall imprej/ion upon bins, and quarrels with Fabric:US, IHave already obferved, that in the morning my antechamber was ufually crowded with people who came to make propofals, but I would not re- ceive them viva voce i and, according to the cuftotn at court, or rather with a view of exhibiting my own importance, I faid to each follicitor, “ Give in a memorial.” I was fo much ufed to this, that one day I anfwered in thefe words to my landlord, who came to put me in mind of a year’s rent being due. As for my butcher and baker, they faved me tbe trouble of afleing their memorials, which were al- ways punftually delivered every month. Scipio, who imitated me fo clofely, that the copy might be faid to come very'near the original, behaved in the fame manner to thofe who applied for his inte- reft with me. I was guilty of another ridi- culous piece of vanity, which I don’t intend to ex- cufe. I was fooliflt enough to talk of the grandees* as if I had been a man in their fphere- If (for ex. ample) I had occafion to mention the Duke of Ai 

R* va; 
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va, or the Duke of Medina Sidonia, I called them without ceremony, “ Alva, and Medina Sidonia.” In a word, 1 became fo vain and haughty, that I was no longer my father’s fon. Alas ! poor du- enna and ulher, I did not fo much as enquire whe- ther you were happy or miferable in the Afturies ! 1 did nqt even think of you ! The court is like the river Lethe, in making us forget our parents and friends, when they are under misfortunes. I no longer, therefore, remembered my family, when one morning a young man came to my houfe, and defiring to fpeak with me in private, I carried him into my clofet, where, without offer- ing him a chair, becaufe he feemed to be a plebeian, I afked what he wanted with me ? “ How ! Sig- nior Gil Bias, (faid he) don’t you remember me ?” In vain did I confider him attentively : I was obliged to. anfwer, that his features were entirely unknown. “ I am (he replied) one of your old fchool fellows, a native of Oviedo, and fon of Ber- trand Mufcada, the grocer, your uncle the canon’s neighbour. I remember you very well; we have played together a thoufand times at * Gallina Ciega.” “ I have (faid I) but a confufed idea Of the amufements of my infancy : the bufinefs in which I have been engaged, fince that time, has effaced them from my memory.” “ I am come (he re- fumed) to Madrid, to fettle accounts wi h my fa- ther’s correfpondent; and I heard it faid that you was on a good footing at court, and already as rich as a Jew. I congratulate you on your good fortune ; and will, at my return into the country, overwhelm your family with joy, by telling them fuch an agreeable piece of news.” 
* Blind-man’s buff. 
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I could not, in common decency, forbear alking in what Ctuadon he had left my father, mother and uncle: but this piece of duty I performed fo coldly, that the grocer had no great reafon to ad- mire the force of blood. He feemed fhocked at my indifference for thofe who ought to have been fo dear to me ; and being a plain vulgar young fellow, faid bluntly, “ I thought you had more tendernefs and fenfibility for your relations. How coldly do you enquire into their circumffanccs ! Know, that your father and mother are flill at fervice ; and the good canon Gil Perer, burthened with old age and infirmities, draws near his end. People ought to have fome natural affedtion ; and fince you are in a condition to affift your parents, 1 advife you, as a friend, to fend two hundred jiifloles yearly for their fupport: by which means, you will make thtir life eafy and happy, without any inconvenience to yourfelf.” Jnftead of being moved by the pi&ure which he drew of my family, 1 was difguffed at the liberty which he took in ad- wfing me, without being defired fo to do. With a little more addrefs, perhaps, he might have jierfuaded me; but his freedom had a contrary cfftft. He perceived my difpleafure, by my filence ; and continuing his exhortation with more ma ice than charity, made me lofe my patience entirely. “Oh, this is too much 1 (cried I in a pafiion) go, Mr. Mufcada, and meddle with your own con- cerns : it becomes you well, indeed, to prefcribe to me: 1 know my duty on this occafion, better than you can teach me.” So faying, I pufbed the grocer out of my clofer, and fent him back to fell pepper and cloves at Oviedo. What he faid, how- ever, did not fail of having fome effeft: I re- proached myfelf with being an unnatural fon, and was melted accordingly. 1 recalled the care they bat) 
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haJ taken of my infancy and education: I confiderei the duty I owed to my parents ; and my refleftion* were attended with feme tranfpprts of acknow- ledgment, which, however, came to nothing s they were foon ftifled by my ingratitude, and fuc- ceeded by profound oblivion. There are many parents who have children of the fame {lamp. The avarice and ambition with which f wa* poflefled, entirely changed my difpofition. I loft all my gaiety, became abfent and thoughtful; in a word, a mifefable animal. Fabricio, feeing me altogether bent on facrificing to Fortune, and very much detached from him, came but feldom to my houfe, where one day he could not help faying, “ Truly, Gil Bias, thou art grown put of my knowledge : before thy coming to court, thou waft always eafy and tranquil; atprefent, thou art in- ceiTantly agitated with projeft after project to en- rich thyfelf; and the more wealth thou haft got, the more would'ft thou amafs. Befides, let me tell ■thee, thou no longer treateft me with that effufion of the heart, and freedom of behaviour, which are the foul of friendfhip : on the contrary, thou wrapped thyfelf up, and concealed from me thy fccret views, nay, I can perceive conftraint in all thy civilities towards me : in fliort, Gil Bias is no longer the fame Gil Bias whom I formerly knew.” “ You joke fure, (faid I, with an air of indif- ference) 1 can’t perceive any change in myfelf.” “ Thy own eyes are no judges, (anfwered he) they are bewitched : believe me, thy metamorphofis is but too true. Speak fincerdy, my friend. Do tho\i and I live together as formerly ? When I ufed to knock at thy door in the morning, thou cameft in perfon to open it, very often half alleep; and I entered thy chambtr without ceremony. Now fcehcld the difference! Thou art attended by hiif 
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> (core of lacqueys. I am obliged to wait in thy .anti-chamber, and fend in my name before I can fpeak with thee: then, how am I received? with a forced politenefs, and air of importance : fo that my virus feem tedious and tirefome. Doft thou think fuch areception can be agreeable to one who Iras lived with thee on the footing a comrade ? No, Santillane, no. I can’t put up with it. Jarewel. Let us part friends, and get rid of one another : thou of one who cenfures thy behaviour, and I of a rich upftart who has forgot himfglf.” I felt myfelf more irritated than reclaimed by his reproaches, and let him go, without making the leaft effort to detain him. In my opinion, at that time, the friendlhip of a poet was not of fuch value, as that I fhould be afflifled at the lofs of it: I iaund abundance of consolation in the acquaintance ef.fomefmall officers of the king, to whom of late I was ftridlly conneffed by a fimilitude of dif- yojitior. The greateft part of thefe new compa- irions, were people who fprung I know not whence, and arrived at their ports, merely by the happy influence df their-ftars. They had already made their fortunes ; and the wretches, afcribing to their own merit the wealth which had been heaped upon them by the bounty of the king, forgot themfelves as well as I did.\ We looked upon our- fclves as very refpefiful perfonages. O Fortune! bow are thy favours ufually difpenfed ! The ftoic EphSetus was certainly in the right, when he com- pared thee to a young lady of fafhion, who profti- tutes herfelf to the embraces of footmen. 

The End of the Eighth B005. 
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CHAP. I. 
Sciph aJt-ifes Oil Bias to marry, propcfis the dastglter of a rich and noted Goldfmttb for bis tvife : the fepi xubieb were taken in confequcr.ce of this advice. 
ON E evening, after the company which had fupped with me was gone, feeing my- felf alone with Scipio, I aiked what he had done that day ?A mafter-piece, (he replied) I intend to have you married to the only daughter of a goldfmith of my acquaintance.” “ The daughter of a goldfmith ! (cried I, with an air of difdain) Haft thou loft thy fenfes ? How canft thou propofe a wife from the city > One who has cer- tainly merit, and is on a fare footing at court, ought to entertain more elevated views methinks.” “ How, Sir ! (replied Scipio) fure you are not ia earneft ; confider that the male alone ennobles ; and 
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and be not more delicate than a thoufand noblemen, whof^names I can mention. Do you know that the heirefs in queftion is worth an hundred thou • fand ducats ? Is not this a fine morfel of J>!are ?” When I heard‘him talk of fuch a round fum, I became more tractable. “ I yield ffaid I to- my fecretary) the dowry determines me : when fhail I touch it ?” “ Softly, Sir, (he replied) a little patience : I muft firft communicate the propofal to the father, and obtain his confent.” “Good! (faid I, langhing heartily :) Are you ftrH'thereabouts ? I find the marriage is far advanced.” “ Farther than you imagine (anfwered he) I want only an hour’s Converfation with the goldfmith : and will anfwer for his copfent. But before we proceed, let us come to a compofition, if you pleafe. Sup- pofe I procure for you thofe hundred thoufand du- cats, how many will fall to my lhare ?” “Twenty thoufand,” (I replied.) “ Heaven be praifed, (faid he) I limit the acknowledgement to ten thoufand : for once, you are more generous than I. To- morrow I will fet this negotiation on foot 5 and you may depend upon its fuccefs : otherwife, I am but an afs.” In tffeft, two days after, be faid, I have fpoke to Senior Gabriel Salero the goldfmith j and have extolled your credit and your merit fo much, that he liftened to the pro- pofal I made, of accepting-you for a fon in law : and you (hall have his daughter with an hundred thoufand ducats, provided you can make it plain- ly appear, that you are in favour with the mi-- nirter.” “ If that be the cafe, (anfwered I to Scipio) I (hall be married very foon : but a-propos. Haft thou feen the girl ? Is (he handfome ?” “ Not fo Jiandfome as the dowry: (faid he) between yo:* and me, this rich heirefs is not a very beautiful 
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creature: but, luckily, that you dop’t “ No, faith, my child ! (faid I) we courtiers only marry for the fake of marrying, and look for beauty no where, bub in the wives of our friends. If it happens to center in our own, we take, fo little notice of it, that is but juft in them to pu- nifti us for our negleft ” “ This is not all, (refumed Scipio) Slgnior Ga- briel invites you to fupper to night and we have agreed, that you fhall not talk of marriage. There will be feveral merchants of his acquaintance pte- fent at the entertainment, where you (hall appear only as a Ample gueft : and to-morrow he will fup with you in the fame manner. By this, you may fee that he wants to ftudy your temper, before he proceeds: fo that you muft be upon your gu»td before him ” “ Zooks! (faid I> with an air of confidence) let him examine me as narrowly as he pleafes; I fhall Jofe nothing by his fcrutiny.” All this was punctually executed : I repaired to the houfe of the. goldfmith, who received me as familiarly as if we had already vifited one another feveral times. He was an honeft citizen, polite * bajia porfiar, as the faying is. He introduced me to Signiora Eugenia his wife, and young Ga- briela his daughter, to whom I paid abundance of compliments, without infringing the treaty. I fa^d a great many nothings in very fpecious words, according to the cuftom of courtiers. Gabriela (no difparagement to my feeretary) appeared not at all difagreeabie ; whether on ac- count of her being richly drefled, or that I locl.td upon her through the dowry, l know not. What a fine houfe did Signior Gabriel poflefs : I be- 

lieve * Even to obftinacy. 
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lieve there wa$ more filver. in it than in allf.tha mines of Peru s that metal prefented itfelf to the view, in all corners, under a thoufand different fhapes. Every room, and thfit; in particular where ■we fupped, was a perfedl treafure.. What a noblp fpeftacle was this for the eyes of a fon-in-law.I The old man, that he might do the. greater honour to his entertainment, had aflembletf five or fix mer-- chants, perfons,equally grave and .tedious: they fpoke of nothing but commerce; and their difcoui fe might have been called a conference o£ fa&ors, ra- ther than the converfation of friends at (upper. Next night, I treated our goldfmith in my torn ; and as it was not in my power to dazzle him with plate, had recourfe to an illufipn of a different kind. I invited to fopper thofe of my friends who made the beft figure at court, and whom I knew to be ambitious fellows, (who fee no bounds >to their.de- fires Thefe people talked of jiotbing. but pomp, of fplendid and lucrative pods to which they af- pired ; and this had its effadl : the citizen Gabriel, confounded by their grand ideas, found himfelf, in fpite of his wealth, a mean mortal, in comparifon. to thefe gentlemen. As for my own part, affeff- ing the man of moderation, I faid I would be contented with a middling fortune; twenty thou- fand ducats a year, or fo. Upon which, thefe. greedy hunters of honour and riches cried, I was in the wrong ; and that a man, wlio (like me) was beloved by the prime rqinifter, ought not to reftridfc himfslf to fuch a trifle. The faitber in law loft rot a fyllable of what wgs faid, and I thought I ob- fei ved him very well fatisfied when he retired. Scipio did not fail to vifit him next morning, and asked if he was pleafed with my behaviour t “ J am chqrmed with it! (replied the citizen) the young man has wen my heart. But Signior Scipio, < .. Vot, II. S (added 
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(addtd he) I tonjure you by our old acquaint- ance, to fpeak fihcerely. We have all our diffe- rent foibles, as you know : tell me that of Signior de Santillane : Is he a gamertcr ? Is he a rake ? What is his vicious inclination ? Pray don’t con- ceal it.” " You affront me, Signior Gabriel, by afking fueh a queftion, (replied the mediator) I am not fo much in my matter’s interefts as in yours. If he : Had any bad quality capable of making your daughter unhappy, do you think I would have propofed him to you fora fon in law ? No, faith 1 I am too much your humble fervant. But between you and me, I know no-bther fault in him, but that of having no fault. Me is too modeff for a young man.” So much the better, (cried the goldfrrhth) I am glad of it. Go, friend, affure him that he fhall have my daughter, whom I would beftow upon him, even if he Was not be- loved by the minifler.” My fecretary had no fooner informed me'of this oonverfation, than 1 battened to Salero’s houfe, to thank him for his cbndefcenfion. He had already ded-ared his pleafure to his wife and daughter, who gave me to undCrftand by their behaviour to- wards me, that-they fubmitted to his will without reluftance. I carried my father-in-la\v, and pre- frnted him to the duke of Lerma, to whom 1 had imparted the affair the preceding evening. His excellency received him very courteoufly, and af- fured him, that he was- very glad he had chofen fbr his fon in-law a man for whom he had fo much regard, and whom he intended to advance. He then enlarged upon my good qualities, and, in ttiort, fpoke fo well of me, that honeft Gabriel thought he had met in my wotfhip one of the belt matches in Spain. He was fo overjoyed, that the tear flood in his eye : he clafped me in his arms at 



G I L B L A 5. 191 
at parting, and faid, “ My fon, I am fo impa- tient to fee you Gabriela’s hutband, that you thall be married in eight days at fartheft.'* 

CHAP. II. 
Cil Bias, by accident, remembers DonAlfkonh de Leyva, ard does him a piece of fervice, out of v inity. 
THE order of my hiftory requires, tijat I (hould leave my marriage for a moment, to recount the fervice which I did to Don Alphbnfo my old mailer, whom 1 had entirely forgotten till now, that I remembered him on this occafion. The government of the city of Valencia became vacant; and when I heard this piece of news, I thought of Don Alphonfo de Leyva. I reflected^ that this employment would fuit him admirably welLj and not fo much through friendfliip as ollen- tation, refolVed to alk it for him : reprefentirig to myfelf, that if I Ihouid obtain the place, it would do me infinite honour. Addreffing myfelf there- fore to the duke of Lerma, I told him that I had been fleward to Don Caefar de Leyva and his Ton i and that having all the reafon in the world to love them, I took the liberty to beg the government of Valencia for either the one or other. The mimller anfwered, “ With all my heart, Gil Bias : I love to fee thee grateful and generous. Befides, I efteem the family thou fpeakeft of; the Leyvas have been always good fervants to the king, and well deferv* that place. Thou mayft difpofe of it at thy own pleafure : I give it thee for a nuptial prefent. Ravithed with my fuccefs, I went without lof* of time, and defired Calderona to make cut letters patents for Don Alphonfo. There I found a great number of people attending in refpedtful filence, until Rodrigo fliould give them audience: and S » p reding 
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prefTing through the croud, I prefented myfelf at the" door of his clofet which was immediately opened, and difplayed a multitude of knights, com- manders, and other people of confequence, Awhom Calderona heard'itt their'tuihis. His different be- haviour to different people was very remarkable t he received fome with a flight inclination of his head only; others he honoured with a bow, and ,coniju<3ed them to his clofet door. He put (to ufe the expreffion) diffeient (hades of confideration in the civilities he fliewed. On the ,other hand, I perceived fome cavaliers, who, fhocked at the littlg regard he paid to them, curCed in ^heir hearts the pecelfity that compelled them to cringe to fuch a fellow. On the contrary^ I obferved others, .whoi laughed within themfelves at his ridiculous and felf fufficient deportment. Though I made all t)refe fine obfervations, I was not capable of profiting by them • for I behaved at home juft in tire fame manner, and little minded whether my haughty carriage was blamed or approved, provid- ed it commanded refpeft. Don Rodrigo having, by chance, caft his eyes upon me, haftily quitted a gentleman, to whom he was fpeaking, and coming up, embraced me ■with demonftrations of friendftiip that furprized me not a little. “ Ah! my dear colleague, (cried he) what affair procures me the pleqfure of feeing you here ? Is there any thing in which 1 can ferve you r” I told him the caufe of my vifit; and he alfured me, in the moft obliging terms, that what I wanted ftiould be done, by the fame hour next day. He did not limit his politenefs to this, but pondudied.me as far as the door of his anti- chamber, whither he never ufed to go, except with grandees, and there embraced me anew. What 
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What is the meaning of all this civility ? (faid I to myfelf, going out) what can it forbode V Sure Calderona meditates my ruin. Perhaps he is de- firou* of gaining my friendlhip ; or, feeling his fa- vour on the decline, cultivates me, with a view of engaging my intercefiion with our patron in his behalf. I did not know which of thefe conjedtures I fhould adopt. Next day, when I returned, he treated me in the fame manner; loading me with civility and careffes. True, indeed, he bated a great deal of that politenefs, in his reception of other people, who came te fpeak with him. He was blunt with feme, cold with others, and dif- obliging to every body. But all of them wete fufficiently revenged, by an adventure whidh hap- pened, and which I ought not to pafs over in filence. This will be an advice to. the reader, for thofe clerks and fecretaries who (hall read it. A man, in a very plain drefs, and who did ndt at all appear what he was, approached Calderona, and fpoke to him of a certain memorial, which h« faid he had prefented to the duke of Lermi. Don Rodrigo, who did not even look at the ca- valier, faid to him, in a furly tone, “ What is your name, friend ? ’ “ I was called Francillo in -my infancy, {replied the cavalier, very cooly) fine* that time, I have had the appellation of Don Fran- eifeo de Zuniga *, and, at prefent, my name is the Count de Pedrofa. Calderona, atlonitbed at fhefe words, and finding that he had to do with a rnah of the firft quality, endeavoured to excufe him- felf. “ Signior, (faid he to the count) I beg pardon, if not knowing you”--“ I w nt none of thy 'ex- cufes, {faid Francdlo, with c'tfdain) I defpife tl)y .apologies as much as thy incivility. Know, tivot 

* Zuniga, one of the rroft antient familivS of Gafiile. 
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» minifter’s fecretary ought to receive all forts of people with good manners. Thou^fnayft, if thou wilt^ be vain enough to look upon thyfelf as thy mailer’s deputy ; but don’t forget that thou art only his valet.” Though the haughty Don Rpdrigo was very much mortified at this incident, he did not become a whit more affable. As for my part, 1 marked this Xlroke, and fefolved to take care how I be- haved to people, in giving audience, and never to be infolent but with mutes. As Don Alphonfo’s pa- tent-was expedited, I carried it away, and fent if, by an exprefs to that nobleman, with a letter from the duke of Lenria, in which his excellency informed him, that the king had named him to the government cf Valencia f ' I took no notice of theThare I had in this nomination j I would not even write ; pleafing myfelf with the hope of tell- ing him, by word of mouth, and of furprizing ‘him agreeably, when lie fhoiild come to court, to fake the oaths for his employment. 

CHAP. III. Tie preparations for tie marriage of Gil Bias, and tie great event that render d them nfelejs, 
LET us return to my fair Gabriela, whom I was to marry in eight days. Both parties 

f Valencia, the capital of the kingdom that bears the fame name, is iituatedon the banks of Guadalaviar, about half a league from the fea. It is the fee of an archbifhop, and feat of an univerlity, a place of great trad:, and, on the whole, fo agreeable as to have obtained the name of Valencia la bermofa $ Valencia the beautiful. This country was formerly in poffefiion of the Moors, from whom the city was taken, about the end of he eleventh century, by the famous Ruy Dias, firnair.cd theCid, prepared 
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prepared for the ceremony: Saleto took off rich cloaths for the bride, and I hired a chambermaid, a page, and an old fquire, for her attendants. All this was ordered by Scipio, who waited even more impatiently than I, for the day on which the dowry was to be paid. On the evening preceding that day fo much dtfired, I fupped at the houfeof my father-in-law, with unMes, aunts, male and female coufins, and played the part of an hypocritical fon-in-law, to great perfection. 1 Ihewed great refpeCt to the goldfmith and his wife, aCted the palltonate lover to Gabriela, and behaved very courteoudy to the whole family, to whofe flat difcourfe, and eit-like obfervations, I patiently liitened. Accordingly, at the price of my patience, I had the good fortune to pleafe all the relations. There was not one a- mong them who did not feem glad of my alliance. The repaft being ended, the company removed into a great hall, where we were regaled with a concert of vocal and inflrumental mufic, which was not ill executed, although they had not chofen the beft hands of Madrid. Several gay airs, with which our ears were agreeably entertained, put us all in fuch good humour, that we began to form country dances. God knows how we performed, fince I was taken for a difciple of Terpfichore; though I had no other principles of that art, than two or three leflbns, which I received from a cox- comb of a dancing-mafter, who came to teach the pages, when I lived with the marchionefs of Chaves. After we had fufficiently diverted our- felves, it being time for each to think of retiring, I was very prodigal of my hugs and bows. “ A- dieu, my fon, (faid Salero, embracing me) I will wait on you to-morrow morning, with the dowry 
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fhall be very welcome.” Then wifliing the family good night, I got into the coach that waited for me at the gate, and drove homewards. I was fcarce two hundred paces from Signior Gabriel’s houfe, when fifteen or twenty men, fom« a-horfeback, others a-foot, armed with fwords and carbines, furrbunded the coach, and flopped (t, crying, “ In the king's name.” They made me come out in a hurry, and threw me into a poft- chaife, where the chief of thefe cavaliers mount- ing along with me, bid the driver proceed for Segovia. I foon gueffed that my fellow-traveller was an honeft alguaril, whom I queftioned about the caufe of my imprifonment. But he anfwered in the ufual tone of thefe gentlemen ; that is, in a brutal manner, that he was not obliged tb tell me any thing of the matter. I obferved, that per- haps he might be mittaken in his man. “ No, no, (faid he) I know my bufinefs better. You are ■Signior de Santillane ; and you I have orders to conduft to the place for which we are bound.” Having nothing • to reply, I refcilved to hold my tongue. We travelled all the reft of the night, along Manjanarez, in profound filence ; changed horfes at Colmenar, and arrived in the evening at Segovia *, where I was locked up in the tower. . 

C H A P. IV. 
'The treatment of Gil B as in the tcnver of Segovia, ar.d . the manner in •which he learned the caufe -of his nr— prifo' ment. THEY fegan with putting me into a dun- geon, where I was left upon ftraw, like a malefaftor worthy of death. Here I pafied the 

* Segovia, a city of New Caftile, about 12 leagues, from Madrid ; famous for ijs woollen manufafture, the imver 
* 
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night, not in deploring my condition, for, as yet * I had not perceived the whole of my misfortune-, but in talking my remembrance to find out the caufe of my imprifonment. I did not doubt that it was the work of Ca'derona ; neverthelefs, tbo’ I fufpefted that he had difcovered the whole, I could not conceive how he had prevailed upon the duke of Lerma to treat me fo cruelly. Sometimes I imagined that I had been arrefted without the knowledge of his excellency-; and fometimes I thought that he himfelf was the caufe of my mif- fortune, for fome political reafons that often induce minifters to ufe their favourites in this manner. I was ftrongly agitated by thefe different con- jeflures when the light of day, penetrating thro' i little grate, prefen ted to my view the horror of the place in which I was. ■ I then grieved without moderation, and my eyes became two fources of tears, which the remembrance of my profperity rendered inexhauftible. While I aban- doned myfelf to my forrow, a turnkey came into my dungeon, with a loaf and a pitcher of water, for the day’s allowance. He looked at me, and tobferving that my face was bathed in tests, gaoler as he was, felt an emotion of pity. “ Stgnior 
tower that was built by the Moors, the mint which fur* paffes all works of the fame kind in Europe; and an aqueduft, built by the emperor Trajan, which remains entire to this day, and is looked upon as one of thefineft monuments of antiquity. It extends three thoufand pa* ces from one mountain to another; and is fupported by 177 arches in two tires, forming as it were a double fridge. This edifice is built of large hewn Hones, fo art- fully joined, without mortar or cement, that it remains undamaged to the prefent age : whereas the little im- provements that are occafionally made upon it for the public ufe, feidom laft longer than 15 or 20 years. prifoner. 
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prifoner (faid hq) dori’t defpair. You mud not be fo feivfible of the viciflitude* of Jife : yon are young, and witf fee better days. Mean while, eat the king’s allowance with a good grace.” My comforter went out, when he had pro- nounced thefe words, to which I made no anfwer, but by groans and lamentations. I fpent the whole day in curfmg my fate, without thinking of doing honour to my provifion, which, to me, in fny prefent fnuation, feemed not fo much a prefent of the king’s bounty, as the effeiS of his rage j fince it ferved rather to prolong than afluage the pains of the unhappy. Night, in the mean time, arrived, and imme- diately a great noife of keys attra&ed my atten- tion. The door of my dungeon • opened, and a moment after, a man entering with a candle in his hand, approached me, faying, “ Signior Gil Bias, behold onetof your old friends. I am that Don Andrea de Tordefillas, who lived with you at Gre- nada, and was gentleman to the arcbbilhop, while you was in favour with that prelate. You defired him, if you remember, to employ his credit in my behalf; and by his intereft, I was named for an employment In Mexico: but, inftead of em- barking for the Indies, I ftopt in the city of Ali- •ant, where I married the daughter of him who •ommanded the caftle ; and, by a train of adven- tures which I (hall recount to you by and by, I am now become keeper of the tower of Segovia. I have exprefs orders to keep you from the fpeech of every living foul, to make you lie upon ft raw, and live upon bread and water only. But I have too much humanity, not to pity your misfortunes s befides, you have done me fervice; and my gra- titude prevails over the orders which I have re- ceived, Far from being the inftrument of that cruelty 
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cruelty which they would exercife upon you, 1 i intend to foften the rigour of your fate. Get up and follow me.” Although Mr. Keeper well deferved my thanks, my underftanding was fo much difturbed, that I | could not anfwer one word. I did not fail', how- ever, to'follow him, through a court, and up a narrow flair, to a fmall room, quite a-top of the tower. I was npt a little furprized when I en- tered this chamber, to fee two lights burning in brazen candlefticks, and two handfome covers on a table. “ The vidluals will be prefently brought (faid Tordefillas) and we will fup here together. I have defiined this retreat for your lodging, where you will live rrtuch more comfortably than in your dungeon. You will fee, from your window, the flowery banks of the Erema, and the delightful valley which extends from the feet of the moun- tains that fe pa rate the tvto Caftiles, as far as Coca. I know that at firft you will not be very fenfible of fuch a fine jsrofpedl : but when the violence of your grief fhall be mellowed, by time, into a foft melancholy, you will take pleafure ip making an excurfion with your eyes, over fucb agreeable ob- js&s. Befides, you may be aflured of being well provided in linen, and other neceflaries befitting a gentleman of delicacy and tafte. Moreover, you fhall have a good bed, comfortable diet, and be furnifhed with as many books as you chufe to read. In a word, you (hall be as well treated as a prifoner can be ” Finding rnyfelf a little eafed, by fuch obliging offers, 1 took courage, gave my gaoler a thoufand thanks, told him, that he recalled me to life, by his generous behaviour, and that I wifhed \ might ever again have an opportunity of fhewing my gratitude. u And why not have an opportunity f (he 



ioo The ADVENTURE* of (he replied) de you think you have loft your li- berty forever? You are miftaken; and! dare allure you, that you will be quit for a few months of imprifonment.” “ What fay you, Signior Don Andrea ! (cried I) it feems then you know the caufe of my misfortune.3’ “ I confefs ((aid he) I am not ignorant of the affair. Thealguazil, who; brought you hither, imparted the ffcret to me ; and I (hall now reveal it.”. Fje. tojd me, that the king, being informed of your having, in concert with the count d'e Lernos, carried the prince of Spain to the houfe of a fuf- pedled lady ; had, to punifh you toth, exiled the count, and fent you to the tower of Segovia, to be treated with all the rigouc, yvhich you have ex- perienced fince your arrival.” “ And how (faid J) did this affair come to the knowledge of the king ? if is that circumftance in particular, of which I wanted to be informed.” “ And that cir- cumftance (he replied) is what Icouldnot learn from the alguazil, who, in all likelihood, is hiipfelf ig- norant of the matter.” Here our converfation was interrupted by the entrance of feveral valets, who brought up fupper. They put upon the table, feme bread, two cups, two bottles, and three large dilhes, in one of which there was a ragout of hare, with plenty of onions, oil and faffron, and olla podrida * in an- other ; and the third contained a turky-powt on a marmalade of f berengena. When Tordefillas faw that we had every thing we wanted, he fent away his fervants, not caring that they (hould overhear our difeourfe, and having locked the door, we fat down at table, oppofite to one another. “ Le; 
* Olla podrida, a difti cojnpofed of all forts of food. ■I- Berengena, a kind of fruit growing like cucumber, and eaten like French beans, with mutton, &c. 
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us begin (faid he) with what is moft needful. You muft have a good appetite, after a faft of two days.” So faying, he loaded my plate with vic- tuals, imagining that he ferved one half ftarved ; and really he had reafon to think I would fluff my- Jtlf with his ragouts. . Neverthelefs, I baulked his expedtation ; and how much foever my condition required food, I could not fwallow a morfel; fo much did I take to heart my prefent'fltuation To difpel the cruel images which inpeffantly afflidled me, my keeper, in vain, exhorted me to drink, by extolling the excellence of his wine. Had he given me ne&ar, I fliould have drank it with- out pleafure, at that time. He perceived my cha- grin, and changing his battery, began to recount, in a pleafant manner, the hiftory of his own mar- riage. But I heard his narration with fuch ab- fence of thought, that when it was ended, I could not have repeated one word of what he faid. He concluded, that he undertook too much, in attempting to divert my forrow that evening j and when fupper was over, got up, faying : “ Signior de Santillane, I will leave you to your fepofe, or. rather, to mufe at leifure upon your misfortune. But, I repeat it again, it will not be of long duration : the king is naturally good t when his wrath fubfides, and he (hall refleft upon the deplorable, fituatiqn, in which he believes you to be, he will think you fufficiently puniflied.” So faying, Mr, Keeper went down flairs, and fent up his fervants to uncover the table. They carried off every thing,-even to the candles, and 1 went to bed by the melancholy light of a lamp that was fixed to the wall. 

Vot. III. CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. His reflctticns before be ’went to Jleep, and an account tf the noife that waked him. 1 Spent two hours at leaft, in refieflinj upon what Tordefillas had told me. I am confined here, then, faid I to myfelf, for having contributed to the pleafures of the heir apparent. How impru- dent was X in doing fervices of that kind to fo young a prince : for, his tender years alone make ms guilty. Had he been in a more advanced age, the king would, perhaps, have laughecT at that which now incenfes hirrifo much. But who can have given fuch a piece of information to that monarch, with- out fearing the refentment of the prince, or that of the duke of Lerma, who will, doubtlefs, revenge his nephew the count de Lemos ? How then has the king difeovered it ? That I cannet comprehend. Hither my doubts always returned. The idea- however, that affliiled me irioft, that drove me to defpair, and from which my mind could not de- tach itfelf, was the pillage to which I concluded 1 my effedls had been abandoned. My ftrong box !' 1 

cried f, my dear riches, what is become of you ? into whofe hands are ydu fallen ? alas! I have loft you, even in lefs time than that in which you were amafied ! I painted to myfeff the diforder that ■ muft then reign in my houfe ; and, on that fub- j’eft, made reflexions, every one more melan- choly than another. The confufion of fo many ! 

different thoughts, threw me into an oppreffion; i that became favourable ; and fleep, which had a- voided me.the preceding night, ftied his influence over ray fenfes. To this, the goodnefsof the bed, ■ the fatigue which I had undergone, as well as the : vapours of the viXuals and wine, contributed. X en- 
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:erijoyed a profound fleep, ,and, probably, the day would have furprized me in this condition, had I •not been waked, all of a fudden, by a noife pretty extraordinary for a prifon. I heard the found of a guitarre, accompanied with a man’s voice. I liftened with attention, and hearing no more, believed it was a dream : but, in a moment, my ear was ftruck again with the found of the in- ftrument, and the fame voice, that fung the fol- lowing verfes. * Ay de mi ! un ano felice ' Parece un foplo ligero.; 'Peru fin dicha un inftante Es un figlo te tormento. 

My forrow was increafed by this couplet, which Teemed to have been made on purpofe for me. I have but too well experienced the truth of thefe words, (faid I) methinks the” feafon of my pro- fperity pafled away very foon, and that I have ■been already a whole age in prifon. I relapfed into 'a terrible feverie, and began again .to deplore my fate, as if I had taken pleafure in the talk. My lamentations, however, ended with the night; and the firft rays of the fun, with which my chamber was enlightened, a little calmed my difquiet. I got up to air my roorri, by opening the window, and furveyed the country, of which I remembered Mr. Keeper had given fuch a fine defcriprion. But I could find nothing to juftify what he had faid : the Erema, which I imagined was, at leaft, equal to the Tagus, appeared to be no more than a ri- vulet, i s flowery banks were bedecked with the irettle and thiflle only, and the pretended delight- 
* Alas! a year of pie furepafles like a fleeting breeze ; "but a moment of misfortune feems an age of pain, 7 z fiil 



S04 The ADVENTURES of ful valley prefented nothing to my view, but lands fot the moft part barren and uncultivated. Pro- bably, I was not yet arrived at that fweet melan- choly, which made things appear otherwife than I beheld them at that time. I began'to put on my deaths, and was already •half, drefied, when Tordelillas came in, followed by an old woman-fervant, v^ho brought Ihirts and towels for my ufe. “ Signior Gil Bias, (faid he) here is linen : don’t be frugal of it; for I lhall take care to let you have as much as you can ufe. Well, (added he) how did you pafs the night ? were your forrows fufpended for a few moments by Beep f ’ “I fhould have flept, perhaps, till now, (anfwered I) had I not been awaked by a voice, accompanied by a guitarre.” “ The ca- valier, who has difturbed your repofe (faid he) is a ftate prifoner, Whofe chamber is contiguous to yours. He is a knight of the military order of Calatrava, and has a very arniable charader ; his •name is Don Gafton de Cogollos. You may, if you pleafe, vifit and eat with one another. You will find a mutual confolation in each other’s acquain- tance, which will be very agreeable to both.” I aifured Don Andrea, that I yvas extremely fenfible of his kindnefs, in permitting me.to unite my grief with that of the cavalier; and as I ex- prefled feme impatience to be acquainted with that companion in misfortune, our obliging keeper pro- cured me the pleafure that very day; and carried me to dinner with Don Gafton, who furprifed me with his beauty and fine fliape. Ycu may judge what he muft be, to make fuch a ftrong impreflion upon eyes accuftomed to behold the moft Brining youth at court. Imagine to your- felf a man made for love, one of tltofe heroes of romance. 
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ron*ance, who, by (hewing themfelves only, could rob princefles of xheir reft. Add to this, that nature, which ufually deals out her gifts fparing- ly, had endued Cogollos with a greatdeal of-under- ftandingand valour;To that he was aperfedt cavalier. If I was charmed by this knight, I had alfo the good fortune to be agreeable.to him. He ho more Tung in the night, for fear of incommoding me, rojwithftanding my intreatisi, that he would not conftrain himfelf on my account. An intimacy is Toon com rafted between two perfons opprefted by misfortune. A tender friendlhip was the imme- diate confequence of our acquaintance, and became ftronger and ftrbnger every day. The liberty we enjoyed of eonverfmg together when we pleafed, was very ufeful to us both ; fince, by our difcourfe, we aided one another reciprocally, to bear otar misfortune with patience. One afternoon, entering his room, juft as he was going to play on his guitarre, that I might hear him the more conveniently, I fat down on a ftool, which was all the feat he had 5 and he placing hitufelf on bis bed’s feet, played a very moving air, and fung words to it, which exprefled the defpair to which the cruelty of a lady reduced her lover. When he had done, I faid to him, with a fmile, “ Signior Knight, thefe are words which you was never obliged to employ in your amours : you are too well qualified to find the women cruel.” “ You have too good an opinion of me, (he replied) I compofed, in my own behalf, the verfes which you have heard, to foften a heart which I believ’d harder thanAiamond, and move to companion a lady who treated me with extreme ri- gour. I muft entertain you with that ftory, by which you will alfo learn the caufe of my misfortune.” T 3 CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 

*n>e bifiory of Don Gafion de Cogollos and Donna Helena dc Calif eo, 
NO T much lefs than four years ago, I fet out from Madrid for Cora, to vifit Donrfa Eleonora de Laxaril^a, my aurit, one of the richeft widows ip old Caflile, whofe heir I am. I was no fooner strived at her houfe, than love began to invade.my repofe. The windows of my apart- ment faced the lattices of aTady,' who lived op- posite to my aunt’s hpufe ; and T could eafily per- ceive her^(>y,the aVtifJance of the width of her grates, and the narrownefs. of the Street. I did not ne- gledt the opportunity j' and found my neighbour fo bandfome, that I was enchanted at once. I ex- prelffd my, paSIion fo plainly, by my eyes, that the could not be mistaken. She perceived it ac- cordingly j but was not at all difpofed to pride h rfelf in her obfervation, and Still lefs to anfwer my coquetries. « I made enquiries about this .dahgerous perfon, who captivated hearts fo fuddenly j * arid learned, that her name was Donna Heleiia j that She was the,only daughter of Don George de Galifteo, Who . ppSTeSTed^a rich manor a few leagues from Coria s that many matches liad been In her offer; but her father rejt&ed them all, becaufe be was rcfolved to give her in marriage to bis .nephew Don Au- guftin de Olighera, who, in the mean time, had the. privilege of feeing and "conversing With his cpyfin every day. I was not difeouraged by this piece of information, : on the contrary, it inflamed my paffion ; and the proud pleafure of fupplant- ing a beloved rival, excited me, perhaps, even more 
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than my love, to purfue my point. I continued then to addrefs Helena with the moll' paffionate looks : I fupplicated her maid Felicia in the fame language, in order to implore her affiftance. I even talked on my fingers. But thefe gallantries were of no ufe. I made as little imprelfion on the maid as on her miftrefs : they feemed equally cruel and inaccelfible. Since they refufed to anftver the language of my eyes, I had recourfe to other interpreters ; and fee people at work, to difeoverwhat acquaintances Felicia had in town. They got notice, that an old gentlewoman, called Theodora, was her bell friend, and that they often vifited one another. Overjoyed at this difeovery, I went to Theodora in perfon, and by prefents, engaged her in my interells. She efpoufed my caufe, promifed to procure for me a private converfation with her friend, at her houfe, and kept her promife the very next day. “ I am no longer unhappy, (faid I to Felicia, fince my misfortunes have excited your compaffion. How much am I indebted to your friend, for having prevailed upon you to grant me the fatisfadlion of an interview.” “ Sig- nior (anfwered Ihe) Theodora can do any thing with me; Ihe has engaged me in your behalf; and if it be in my power to make you happy, you fhall foon enjoy your wilh; bur, with all my good-will, I don t know that I can give you much allillance : for, not to flatter you, you have never formed a more difficult enterprize. You are in love with a lady, who is prepoffeffed in favour of another cavalier; and what fort .of a lady ! one foi full of pride and diffimulacion, that if, by dint of perfeverance and affiduity, you (hould fucceed to far as to coft her feme fighs, don’t imagine that her 



aoS The ADVENTURES of 
•her pride will givef you the pleafure of bearing them.” 4‘ Ah ! my dear Felicia ! (cried I, in a tranfpcrt of grief) why do you defcribe the ob- ftacles which I have to furmount I I am aflaflina- ted by your information ! deceive me rather than drive me to defpair.” So faying, I took one of her hands, and .prefflng it in mine, put upon her finger a diamond worth three hundred piftoles, ac- companied by fiich moving expreffions, as brought the tears into her eyes. She was too much affefled by my difcourfe, and too well fatisfied with my behaviour, to leave me altogether without confolation. She began to fmooth the difficulties a little, (hying, “ Signipr, what I have reprefemed ought not to deprive you of hope; your rival, ’tis tree, is not hated; he is at liberty to come and vifit his coufin, and talk to her whenever he pleafes; and this is a circum- fiance favourable for you. Their being acquflom- ed to fee one another every day, renders their converfation a little languid ; they feem to part without pain, and meet again without pleafure: one would think they are already married. In a word, I don't perceive that my miftrefs has a violent paffion for Don Auguftin : befides, as to perfonal ■qualifications, there is a difference be- tween you and him, that rouft turn to your ac- count, in the eyes of fuch a delicate young lady as Donna Helena. Be not difcouraged, therefore : continue your gallantry, which I will fecond; and I will not let flip one opportunity of making every thing you do to pleafe her, tend to' your advantage with my miftrefs. In vain (hall (he at- tempt to difguife her fentiments, I will foon dif- 
COver them in fpite of her diflimulation.” After 
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After this converfation, Felicia and I parted1, ■very well fatisfied with one another. I prepared anew to ogle Don George’s daughter, whom I treated with a ferenade, in which the verfes you have heard were fung by a fine voice, which I had provided for the purpofe. After the concert, the maid, in order to found her miftrefs, afked how fhe had been entertain’d ? “ The voice (faid Donna Helena) gave me pleafure.” “ And were not the words which were fung very moving ?” replied the maid. “ I paid no attention to them, (faid the lady) I lifiened to the tune only. I took no notice of the verfes, neither do I defire to know who gave the ferenade.” “ If that be the cafe, (cried the waiting-woman) poor Don Gallon de Cogollos is far out of his reckoning, and not very wife in fpending his time in looking at our lattices.” “ Perhaps.it may not be he, (faid the miftrefs, coldly) but feme other cavalier, who has declared his pafiion for me by this concert.” “ Pardon me, madam (replied Felicia) it is no other but Don Gallon ; by this token, that he accofted me this morning in the ftreet, and begg’d me to tell you, that he adores you, in fpite of the rigour with which you repay his love 5 and that, in Ihort, he Ihould think himfelf the happieft of mankind, if you would allow him to manifeft his pafiion in the ufual courfe of gallantry. This difcourfe (added Ihe) fufficiently proves that I am not miftaken.” Don George’s daughter changed countenance all of a fudden, and darting a fevcre look at her maid ; “ You might have difpenfed (faid Ihe) with repeating that impertinent converfation to me. Let me have no fuch reports for the future, if you pleafe j and if that rafh youth fhall have 
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the prefumption to fpeak to you again, tell hint, to make his addreffes to one who will regard his gallantry more than I do, and to chufe a more h^r nourable paftime, than that of being all day long at his windows to obferve what I do in my apart- ment.” All this was faithfully reported to me in a fe- cond interview wkh Felicia, who pretending that I muft not take the words of -her miftrefs in a literal fenfe would have perfuaded me that the affair went on fwitnmingly. - But I, who was igr norant of finefie, and did j not believe that the text could be explained in my favour, diftrufted the commentary the made. She laughed at my dif- fidence, called for paper and ink, and faid; “ Signior Knight,, write immediately to Donna ■Helena, in the ftile of a defponding lover. Paint your fufferings in the moft psffionate colours, and in particular, complain of Iter prohibiting you tp appear §t ypur windows. Promife to obey her, hut, at the fame time, affine her, that it will cod you your life. Put this into fuch expreffions as you gentlemen are fo well (killed in, and leave the reft to me. I hope the event will do more honour to my penetration than you imagine.” Had I neglefled this, J fliould have been the ffirft lover, who did not take the advantage of fuch an opportunity to write to his miftrefs. I com- pofed .a nio.lt pathetic letter, and before I fealed it, ihewed it to Felicia, who having read it, fa.i.3, with a fmile,: that if women haye the , art of cap- tivating the men, tbefe laft, in return, know very wejl how to cajole, the women.” The waiting,- maid took my letter, then laying ftrong injundtions on me to keep my windows (hut for a few days, returned to the, houfe of Don-George. 
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" Madam, (faid the to Donna Helena, when <he went home) I met Don Gallon, who did not fail to make up to me, and endeavoured to footh me with'flattering expreflions. He afked, with a faultering voice, like a criminal who expefts his fentence, if I had delivered his meflage to you. Then I, faithful and ready to execute your orders, «ut him fhort with a vengeance j inveighed againft' him, loaded him with reproaches, and left him in the ftreet, confounded at my petulance.” “ I am overjoyed (replied Donna Helena) that you have rid me of that importunate young fellow ; but there was no occafion to fpeak rudely to him. A young woman ought always to be gentle in her behaviour.” “ Madam, (faid the maid) a paf- flonate lover is not to be banifhed by words pro- nounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is feldom ae- eomplilhed by indignation and rage. Don Gaflon, for example, was not repulfed. After having loaded him with reproaches, (as I have faid) I went to the houfe of your relation^ whither you fent me ; and that lady, unfortunately, detained me too long ; I fay too long, becaafe on my re- turn, I found my man again, whom, I allure you.) I did not expedl to fee. I was fo much difturbed at fight of him, that my tongue, which never failed me before, could not furnilh me with one fyllable. In the mean time, what doe* he? he fiipt a paper into my hand, which I kept, without knowing what I did, and then difappeared in an inftant.” So faying, fhe pulled my letter out of her bo- fom, and gave it by way of joke, to h r millrefs, who taking it as for diverfion, read it over, and then aflfedled referve. “ Truly, Felicia, (faid Ihe, i *mh a ferious air, you are a fool and a mad srea- 
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creature, to receive this billet. What will Don Carton think of it ? and what muft I believe f. Your conduft gives mecaufe to dirtruft your fide- lity ; and may make him fufpeft that I am pleafed with his partion. Alas ! perhaps, he ima- gines at this inftant, that I perufe, with pleafure, the charaders which he has wrote. You fee to what ftiame you have expofed my pride.” “ O not at all madam, (replied the maid) he can en> terrain no fuch thoughts; and, fuppofe he did, he rtiall not preferve them long. I will tell him, when next I fee him, that I have (hewn his let- ter to you ; that you looked at it with indifference ; and, in fhort, without reading it. tore it with the moft mortifying contempt.” “ You may fafely fwear that I have not read it, (faid Donna Helena.) I (hould be at a lofs, if obliged, to repeat two fingle words of it.” Don George’s daughter was ; not contented with talking in.this manner; (he j tore my billet, and forbid her woman to talk to I me for the future. As f promifed to play the gallant no more at j my windows, fince the fight of me gave offence, i 1 kept them (hut feveral days, to render my obe- dience more affedling ; but to fupply thofe looks ij of which I was abridged, I prepared new fere- nades for my cruel Helen. One night X repaired i under her balcony with 'muftcians, and the guitam s , were already (truck up, when a cavalier came (word in hand, and difturbed the concert, laying ( about him at a furious rate among the performers, j who immediately betook themfelves to flight. The rage that animated that bold intruder, awaked mine: 1 advanced to punifh him, and an ob- ; flinate combat began. Donna Helena and her at- 
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tendant hearing the noife of fwords, looked thro’ the lattice, and feeing two men engaged, waked Don George and his valets with their cries : thefe, as well as feveral people In the neighbourhood, came running to part the combatants, but they arrived too late, and found no body on the field of battle, but a cavalier almoft without life, welter- ing in his blood.; and I was foon known to b» that unfortunate perfon. I was carried to the houfe of my aunt, whither the moft expert furgeons in town were called to my affiftance. Bvery body pitied my fate, and Donna Helena in particular, who then difcovered the bottom of her foul. Her dif- fimulation gave way to her fentiment, and fhe was no longer that difdainful creature, who piqued herfelf upon appearing infenfible to my pafiion. She was now a tender lover, that abandoned her- felf to forrow without referve. She fpent the reft of the night in mourning with her maid, and in curfing her coufin Don Auguftin de Oltghera, who they concluded muft have been the author of their tears : as in effeit it was he who had fo dif- agreeably interrupted the ferenade. Being as great a diffembler as his coulin, he had perceived my intentions, without feeming to take any notice of them ; and imagining that Ihe favoured my flame, had committed this aftion, to (hew that he was not quite fo paffive as the believed him to be. Ne- verthelefs, this melancholy accident was foon for- gotten, by reafon of the joy that followed it. Tho’ I was dangeroully wounded, the (kill of the fur- geons faved my life, but I dill kept my chamber, when my aunt Donna Eleonora went to Don George, and demanded his daughter for me in marriage. The father confented to this the more Vox.. III. U willingly. 
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willingly, becaufe he at that time looked upon Don Auguftin as a man whom perhaps he fhould never fee again. The good old gentlecian was afraid that his daughter would not beftovv herfelf ttn me without reluftance, becaufe her coufm Olighera had enjoyed the liberty of vifiting her when he would, and of acquiring her affeflion at leifure ; but the feemed fo well difpofed to obey her father in this affair, that we may conclude it is an advantage among the ladies, to be a new comer in Spain as well as elfewhere. As foon as I could have a private converfarion with Felicia, I underftood how much affli&ed her miftrefs had been at the bad fuccefs of my duel; fo that having no longer any reafon to doubt that I was the Paris of this Helen, I bleffed my wound, lince it turned out fo propitious to my love, and obtained of Signior Don George the permiflion of fpeaking to his daughter in prefence of her maid. What a delightful converfation this was! X intreat- ed, I preffed the lady in fuch a manner, to tell me if her father in yielding her to my tendernefs, had done any violence to her inclination; that fhe owned I was not beholden to her obedience alone. After this charming confeflfion, my whole ftudy was to pleafe her, and contrive entertainments, until the day of our nuptials, which were to be celebrated by a magnificent cavalcade, in which all the nobility of Coria and the neighbourhood in- tended to appear. I gave a grand entertainment to Don George and his daughter, with all their relations and friends, at a fuperb country-houfe which my aunt had without the town, on the fide of Mahroi. Here a concert of vocal and inltrumenta! mufic.was pre- pared by my order, together with a company of r ' Ornllr-n 
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Broilers to reprefent a comedy. In the middle of the feafl, one came and whifpertd to me, that there was a man in the hall, who wanted to fpeak with me. I got up from table to fee who it was; and found a ftranger, who looked like a valet de chambre, and who prefented to me a let- ter, yyhich 1 opened, and read thefe words. 
“IF you have a regard for your honour, as every “ ^ knight of your order ought to have, you will “ not fail to be to-morrow morning in the plain of “ Manroi, where you will find a cavalier ready to “ give fatisfa&ion for fhe injury you received irogt “ him, and to put you, if he can, out of condition “ to efpoufe Donna Helena. “ Don Auguftin de Olighera.” 

If love has great influence over the Spaniards, revenge has ftill more. I could not read this bil- let in tranquillity. The very name of Don Auguftin kindled a fire in my veins, which had .almoft made me forget the indifpenfible duty which 3 had that day to perform. I was tempted to fteal away from the company, and go in fearch of my enemy on the inftant. I Conftrained myfelf, how- ever, for fear of difturbing the feaft, and faid to the man who brought the letter j “Friend, tell the cavalier who.fent you, that I am too defirous of re-engaging him, to fail of meeting him to-morrovr morning before fun-rife, at the appointed place.” Having fent away the meflenger with this anfwer, I rejoined my guefts, and refumed my place at table, where I pompofed my countenance fo well, -that no body had the leaft fufpicion of what pafled within me. I appeared during the reft of the day, as much entertained as any of them with the pleafures U a of 



ai6 The ADVENTURES of ■of the feaft, which ended about midnight, when the aflembly broke up, and every one returned to the town, in the fame manner as he had come out. As for my part, I Raid in thecountry-houfe, on pretence of taking the air next morning ; but the true reafoft was, that I might be the fooner at the rendezvous. Inftead of going to bed, I waited with impatience for day, which as foon as I perceived, I mounted my beft horfe, and fet out alone, as if I intended to take a ride in the couhtry, I advanced towards Manroi, and difcovered on the plain a man on horfeback, coming towards me at full fpeed ; upon 'which I put fpurs fo tny horfe, to fave him one half of the way. We fbon met, and I found it was my rival. “ Knight, (faid he in an infolent tone) it is with regret that I come to blows with you a fecond time ; but it is your own fault. After the adventure of the ferenade, you ought to have ' renounced Don George's daughter with a good ■ grace ; or at leaft take it for granted, that yon would not be foeafily quit, if you perfifted in yottr addrefles to her.” ‘f You are too proud (anfwered ! I) of an advantage which perhaps you owed mort: ' to the darknefs of the night than to your fbperioY fkill. You doh’t confider that the fuccefs of thefe ■ Rencounters depends often on accident. ’ “It ?s ; never accidental with me, (faid he with an arro- i gaht air) and I will now iheyv you, that by day a's , well as night, I know how to punilh thofe audaci- . ous knights who interfere with me.” I made no reply to this haughty fpeech, but < flighted inftantly. Don Auguftin did the farhe: we tied our horfes to a tree, and began to fight with equal vigour. I will frankly own, th^t X fead to do with an enemy who pufhed much better that» 



G I L B L A S. JT7 
than I, ahho’ I had been two years at fchool. He was a compieat fencer; I could not poflibly have expofed my life to greater danger. Neverthelefs, as it often happens, that the ftrongeft is vanquifhed by the weakeit, my rival, in fpite of all his fkill, received a thruft that went through his heart, apd fell (lone dead in an inftant. 1 returned immediately to the country-houfe, where 1 informed a valet de chambre whom I could trull, of what had happened, and faid to him, “ Dear Ramira, befere juftice can take cog- nizance of this event,' take a good horfe, and give my aunt notice of the adventure. Afk of her fome money and jewels, and bring them to me at Pla- zencia, where thou wilt find me in the firft inn you come to as you enter the city.” Ramira acquitted himfelf of his commiflion with fuch diligence, that he arrived at Plazencia three houis after me. He told me, that Donna Eleonora was more pleafed than afflifted at the news of a duel that revenged the affront which I had received in the firft 5 and that fhe had fent me all her ready money and jewels, to enable me to travel agreeably in foreign ccuntries, until fhe fhould get the affair accommodated. To pafs over fuperfluous circumftances, X will only inform you, that I crofled New Caflile, to the kingdom of Valencia, in order to embark at Denia, from whence I took a paifage for Italy, where I put myfelf in a condition to vifit different pourts, and appear in a fuitable character. • • While far from my Helen, I endeavoured as . much as in me lay, to beguile my love and for- rows: fhe mourned my abfence in'fecret at Coria. Jnftead of approving of the profeeutiorr that her family fet on foot againft me, on account of Olig- U 3 hern’s 



aril The A D V E’NT UH ES of hera’s death ; fhe wifl'ed that all enmity might ceafe, and my return be haftened by a fpeedy ac- commodation. Six months had already elapfed fince Ihe had loft me, and J believe her conftancy would have ftill triumphed overtime, had flie had nothing elfe.but time to combat : but (he had ftill more powerful enemies. Don Bias de Combados, a gentleman from the weftern fide of Galicia, came to Corta, to take poffeffion of a rich eftate which .had been in vain dtfputed by his ceufm Den Mi- guel de Caprara.; and he fettled in that country, .finding it more agreeable than his own. Comba- .dos .was well made, had an agreeable polite beha- viour, and was one of the moft infinuating men. in the world ; fo thar he foon became acquainted with all the people of falhion in the town, and was po ftranger to their private affairs. It was not long before he learned that Don George had a daughter, wbofe dangerous beauty feemed to inflame the men only for their ruin. This piqued his cpriofity ; he longed to fee fucb a formidable lady : for this purpofe, he fought the friendfhip of her father, and fucceeded fo well, that the old man already looked upon him as his fon-in-law; gave him admittance to his houfe, and the liberty of fpeaking in his prefence to Donna Helena. The Galician foon fell in love with her. That was inevitable. He opened his heart to Don George, who confented to his propofal; but told him, that, refplving not to conftrain his daughter, he left her miftrefs of her own hand. Upon this, Don Bias put in practice all the gallantries which he could devife, to pleafe the lady, who feemed infenflble to them all, fo much was her heart en- grafted by me. Felicia, however, was in the inte- 



C I L B L A S. tj9 T«fts of the cavalier, who engaged her by prefents, to efpoufe his caufe. She therefore employed all her addrefs in behalf of his paflion; on the other hand, her father feconded the chamber-ma d by his remonftrances ; and neverthelefs, all their ef- forts during a whole year could only torment Don- na Helena, without (baking her conftancy in the leaft. Combados feeing that Don George and Felicia interefted tbemfelves for him in vain, propofed an expedient to overcome the obftinacy of a lover fo prepoflefled as (he was. “ This (faid he) is what I have contrived: we will fuppofe that a merchant of Coria has received a letter from an Italian fa ft or, in which, after a detail of things concerning com- merce, are the following words.” 
 “ A Spanilh cavalier, whofe name is Don “ Gallon de Cogollos, has lately arrived at the " court of Parma. He calls himfelf nephew and ■ “ foie heir of a rich widow who lives at Cori'a, “ under the name of Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla. “ He has demanded the daughter of a powerful “ nobleman in marriage, but will not fucceed un- “ til the truth is known. I am defired to ap- “ ply to you for this purpofe: pray let me know “ then, if you are acquainted with this Don “ Gallon, and in what the riches of his aunt “ confift; for your anfwer will decide the m^r- “ riage. Parma, Sec.” 
The old man looked upon this trick as a piece of wit or ftratagem pardonable in love ; and the waiting-woman, dill lefs fcrupulous than her mailer, approved of it very much. Tiie inven- tion feeraed to them the more ingenious, as they taiew 
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knew Helena to be a proud girl, capable of taking an inftantaneous refolution, provided (he flrould have no fufpicion -of the cheat. Don George un- dertook to. inform her of my change j and, to make the thing feem more natural, carried along with him the merchant who had received the pre- tended letter from Parma. The fclieme was exe- cuted accordingly. The father, in an affe&ed paffion. of rage and vexation, faid to Helena, “Daughter, I will np. longer obferve to you, that my relations daily requelt that I.will not admit the murderer of Don Auguftin into my family. I have a ftronger.rcafon to give you to-day, in order to detach you fropa Don Gallon. You ought to he aihamed of. your, fidelity to h m. He is a fickle perfidious wretch. Here is a certain proof of bis infidelity. Read'this letter, which a merchant of Coria has received from Italy."- Helena trembling took the fiflitious letter, read it over, contidcred every exprefilon, and was. thunderflruck at die news of my inconftancy. A fentiment of tender- nefs made her Ihed feme, tears : but foon recalling albhCr pride, Ihe dried thenpup, and faid to her father with a refolute tone, “ Siguier, you have been witnefs of my weajtnefs, bear wirnefs alfo of the vi&opy I gain over myfelf. - ’.Tis .done. I now defpife Don Gafion, and look upon him as the lowed of mankind. But let. us talk no moie about him. /Come, I am ready tp follow Don Bias to the altar : let my marriage precede that of the perfidious "man Who has lb ill repaid my love ” Don George, tranfpprted with joy at thefe words, embraced his daughter, applauded her vigorous rp- folutipn, and glad of thp l)aPPy-( fu

ctefs of his ftrat.agem, made hafte to complete the wilbes of my rival. Donna 
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Senna Helena was thus raviflied from me. She yielded herfelf fuddenly to Combados, with- out liftening to love, which at the bottom of her heart fpoke in my behalf, or even doubting a mo- ment of a piece of news which might have been fufpe&ed in a lover of left credulity. The haughty maid liflened to nothing but her pride, and the re- fentment of the injury which Ihe thought her beauty had received, prevailed over the intereft of her tendernefs. A few days after her marriage, ' however, fhe felt fome remorfe for having been fo precipitate. She refledfed that the merchant’s letter might have been feigned, and that fufpicion gave her forre uneafinefs: but the amorous Don Bias gave his wife no time to cherifh thoughts pre - judicial to her repofe. His foie ftudy was to amufe her ; and in this he fucceeded by a continual fuc- ceflion of various pleafures, which he had art enough to invent. She feemed very well fatisfied with fuch a gal- lant hulband, and they lived together in per'fefl harmony, when my aunt accommodated my affair with the relations of Don Auguftin; and wrote immediately to Italy, to advertife me of her fuc- cefs. Being then at Regio, in the farthermort part of Calabria, I wentoverinto Sicily, from thence to Spain, and at length repaired to Coria on the . wings of love. Donna Eleonora, who had not in her letter mentioned the marriage of Don George’s daughter, informed me of it on my arrival ; and obferving that I was afflidled at the news, “ You are in the wrong, nephew, (faid Ihe) to be fo much grieved at the loft of an unfaithful womaii. Take my advice, and banifh from your memory a perfoa unworthy of pofleffing a place in it.” As 
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As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit which had been pra&ifed on Donna Helena, fhe was in the right to talk in this manner, and could not have given me a more prudent advice; which therefore I promifed to follow, or at leaft to affedi an air of indifference, if I fliould find myfelf in- capable *of vanquilhing my paffion. I could not, however, refill my curiofity to know how this marriage had been made; and ta be informed of the particulars, I refolvcd to apply to Felicia’s friend Dame Theodora, whom I have mentioned before. I went to her houfe, and there by accident found Felicia, who expefting nothing lefs than to fee me, was confounded, and endeavoured to go away, that file might avoid an explanation, which fire concluded I would demand. I flopt her, faying, “ Why do you fly me ? is not the perjured Helena fatisfied with having made a facrifice of my happi- nefs? has (he forbid you to hear my complaints? or do you only want to efcape me, that you may make a merit with the ungrateful woman, of hav- ing refufed me the hearing ?” “ Signior, (anfwered the waiting woman) I freely own myfelf confounded at your prefence. I cannot behold you again, without feeling my heart torn with remorfe. My miflrefs has been deceived, and I have been an unfortunate accomplice in feducing her.” “ O heaven ! (cried I) have you the prefumption to tell me fo ? Explain yourfelf immediately.” Then (he gave me an account of the ftratagem which Combadoshad praflifed to rob me of Donna Helena j and perceiving that her de- tail pierced me to the very foul, ftrove to give me fome confolation : file offered me her good offices with her miftrefs, promifed to difabufe her, to paint my defpair j in a word, to fpare nothing to 
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foften the rigour of my deftiny : in fine, (he gave me hopes that afiuaged my forrows a little. I pals over the infinite contradiflions Ihe un- derwent, before Ihe could prevail upon Donna He- lena to fee me. This, however, (he accomplilhed ; and it was concerted between them, that I Ihould be privately admitted into the houfe of Don Bias, the firft time he Ihould go to an eftate, where he Bfually fpent a day or two in hunting. This de- fign was foon put in execution : the hulband fet cut for the country : I was informed of the occa- fion, and one night introduced into his wife’s apartment. I would have begun the converfation with re- proaches, but my mouth was ftopt. “It is in vain to fecal what is part, (faid the lady) the bu- finefs here is not a fond reconciliation ; and you are miftaken if you believe me difpofed to flatter your inclination. I declare to you, Don Gafton, that my only motive for giving my confent to this private interview, in conftquence of the preffing i infiances which have been made, is to 'tell you, I from my own mouth, that henceforth you muft flady to forget me altogether. Perhaps I might I have been better fatisfied with my fate, had it | b-en joined to yours;butfince heaven hath ordained it otherwife, I chearfully fubmit to its decrees.” “ How, madam !. (anfwered I) is it not enough- that I have lolt you, and fee the happy Don Bias in cjuiet pofltflWn of the only perfon 1 am capable of loving ! mull I alfo banilh you from my thought ? I'ou would deprive me of my love, and rob me df the only blefling that now remains. Ah, orueP <voman ; do you think it pofiible for any man «diom you have once charmed, to retrieve his j heart ? Know yomfeli better, and ceafe exhorting 
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me in vain, to chace your idea from my remem- brance.” “ Well then, (fhe replied with preci- pitation) do you alfo ceafe to hope that I will favour your love with any return. I have but on© word to fay : the wife of Don Bias fhall never be the lover of Don Gallon. Take your meafures accordingly; fly from this place ; and let us put a fpeedy end to a converfation with which I upbraid myfelf, in fpite of the purity of my intentions ; and which I lhall think myfelf guilty in pro- longing.” At thefe words, which deprived me of the leaft glimpfe of/hope, I fell at her feet 5 1 addrefled her in the moll pathetic manner ; I even employed tears to melt her : but all this ferved only to ex- cite, perhaps, feme ientiments of pity, which Hie was careful of concealing, and which were facri- ficed to her duty. After having to no purpofe ex- haufled all my moving expreflions, by prayers and tears j my tendernefs changed of a fudden into rage I unfheathed my fword, to ftab myfelf be- fore the eyes of the inexorable Helena : who no fooner perceived my intention, than Ihe threw her- felf upon me, to prevent the confequence. “ Hold, Cogollos,. (faid Hie' is it thus you confult my reputation f In depriving yourfelf of life, you are going to load me with diihonour, and make my hulband pals lor an aUalTm.” I was fo polfelTed with defpair, that, far from yielding to thefe words the attention which they deferved, my whole endeav- ur was to baffle the efforts of the miilrefs and her maid, to fave me from my own tatal defign ; and, without doubt, I iltouid have fucceeded but too foon, if Don Bias, ' . been apprifed of oar in erview, inflead of gemg to the country, kite! concealed himfelf be- hind 
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hind the tapeftry, to overhear our converfation, had not come and joined us with all expedition. “ Don Gaflon, (cried he, holding my arms) recal your fcattered reafon ; and do not bafely yield to the fury that tranfpbrts you.” “ Is it your hufmefs (faid I, interrupting Don Bias) to diffuade me. from my defign ? You ought father, with your own hand, to plunge a poig- nard in my bofoiri. You are injured by my paf- fion, unfortunate as it is. Is it not enough, that you furprize me at night, in your wife's apartment ? Is there more required to roufe your revenge ? Stab me at once, and rid yourfelf of a man who can- not ceafe adoring Donna Helena, until he ceafe.s to live.” “ In vain (anfwered Don Bias) you en- deavour to intereft my honour fo far, as to give you death : you are fufficiently puniihed by your raftmefs ; and I am fo well pleafed with the virtu- ous fentiments of my wife, that I pardon the oc- eafion which Ihe took to (hew them. Take my advice, Cogollos, (added he) do not defpair like a weak lover, but fubmit to necefTity with courage.’* The prudent Galician, by fuch difcourfe calmed my rage a little, and waited my virtue : I retired ■With the defign of removing far from Helena, and the place that (he inhabited ; and in two days re- turned,to Madrid, where, refolving to employ my- felf wholly in making my fortune, I appeared at court, and there began to make friends : but I was fo unlucky as to attach myfelf in particular to the marquis of Villareal, a Portugueze nobleman, who being fufpe&ed of a defign to deliver Portugal from the dominion of Spain, was imprifoned in the caflle of Alicant, where he now remains. As the duke of Lerma knew that an intimacy fubfifted between that nobleman and me, he caufed me to Voi. HI, , X be 
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be arrefled alfo, and co^idufted'to this place : th?t : , minifter believes, that I am capable of being an ! accomplice in fuch a fcheme ; and he could not j have committed a greater outrage upon a noble ; Caftilian.” Here Don Gafton left off fpeaking j and I, to ' confote him,, faid, ‘‘ Signior Cavalier, your ho- j nour can receive no ftain from this difgrace, which ; will, doubtlefs, in the end, turn to your advantage, j "When-the duke of Lerma fhall be convinced of yoiir innocence, he will certainly beftow upon you , 'a connderable employment, in order to re-eftablilh f 'the' reputation «f a gentleman unjuftly accufed of ! treafon. 

CHAP. VII. 
-Sa}rc finds Gil Bias in the tower of Stgovia, and tells him a great, deaiof news. 
OUR converfation was interupted by Torde- i ■fillas, who coming into the chamber, ad- ‘ dreffed himfelf to me in thefe terms. “ Signior j Gil Bias; T have been fpeaking to a young man | who prefented himfelf at the prifon-gate, and ; afhed if you was not in confinement here. When I refufed to fatisfy his cutiofity, he feemed very ! mhcti mortified.” “ Noble captain, (faid he, with ! tears in his eyes) don’t reyeft the humble requeft | I make, to know if Signior de Santillane is in this 1 ' place. I am his chief domefiic, and you will do | fa charitable adlron, in alldwing me to fee him. J 'V'ou are looked upon in Segovia as a gentleman of great humanity ; and I hope you will not refufe j nie the favour of converfirig a moment with my dear matter, who is not fo guilty as unfortunate.” ' V in fhortj' ^continued Dm Ahchca) the young 
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man exprefled fuch a defire of feeing you, tiat.I have promifed to give him that fatiji'acli..n at, night.” I afiured Xordefilias, that he co\rld not do me a greater pleafure than to admit that young man," who, probably, had fomething to communicate, t which it imported me very much to know. I waited with impatience for the mo.ment that was ' to offer my.faithful,SQpio to my eyes ; for I did ^ not doubt that it was he j and I .was not miftakch. He was introduced into the tower in the evening ; and his joy, which mine alone could equal, oro{ce ' forth in extraordinary tranfports, when he faw me. For my part, I was fo much overjoyed ac fight of him, that I held out my arms, and he hug- ged me in his, without ceremony : the dil!;n£lion . between mafter and fecretary were loft in this em- ’ brace ; fo glad were they to fee one another. When we were a little difengaged, I interrogated Scipio about the condition in which he left my houfe i “ You have no houfe, (he replied) and, to fpare you the trouble of afking unneceflary queftions, I will tell you, in two words, what paffed at home. Your effedls were pillaged, as well by the foldiers, as by your own fervants ; who looking upon you as a loft man, paid themfelves their own wages with what they could carry off. Luckily for you, I had the addrefs to fave from their talons, two large bags of double piftoles, which I took out of your ftrong-box, and fecufied, by putting them into the cuftody of Salero, who will re-deliver them as foon as you fhall be releafed from this tower, where I believe yo.u will not be long boarded at his majefly's expence; becaufe you was apprehended without the knowledge of the duke of hernia.” 
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I afked how he came to know that his excellency had no hand in my misfortune. “ O ! as for that ((aid he) I took care to be well informed : a friend of mine, who enjoys the confidence of the duke d'Uzeda, told me all the particulars of your Impri- fonment.” “ Calderona (faid he) having difeovered, by the officioufnefs of a valet, that Signiora Sirena, under another name, received the prince of Spain in the night-time ; and that this intrigue was con- duced by the count de Lemos, with the aftiftance of Signior de Santillane, refolved to be revenged on them as well as upon his miftrefs. With this view he went privately to the duke d’Uzeda, and difeovered the whole affair. The duke, ravi/h- d at having in his hand fuch a fair opportunity of ruining his enemy, did not fail to ufe- it: he in- formed the king of what he had heard, and re- prefented to him with great zeal the perils to which the prince had been expofed. This piece of news roufed the indignation of his majefty, who immediately ordered Sirena to be fhut up in the houfe of corre&ion, banilhed the count de Lc- roos, and condemned Gil Bias to perpetual impri- fo’nment.” “ This (added Scipio) is what my friend told me ; by Which you fee that your mis- fortune is the work of the duke d’Uzeda, or ra- ther of Calderpna.” From this inforrpation, I Imagined that my af- fairs might he retrieved in time» that tfie duke of Lerrna, piqued at his nephew’s exile, would ex- ert himtelf to have that nobleman recalled to court: and, I flattered mytelf, that I fliould mot be for- gotten by liis excellency. What a fine thing hope s i It cenlble'd me all of a fudden for the lofs of my effedb, which'had been Helen j and made me as, merry as if I had caufc to be fo. Far from re- garding 



G I L B L A S; 22* gjarding ray prifon as an unhappy abode, where I should perhaps end my days, it appeared rather as the means that fortune had ufed to raife me, to forae great poll; for I reafoned with myfelf in this manner : the partizans for the prime minifter are Don Fernanda Borgia, Father Jerome of Flo^- rence, and, in particular. Brother Lewis d'Aliaga, ■wlio owes to his interell the plaf.e : he at prefent, pofleiles at court. With ; the afli(lance of thefe poweiful friends, his excellency will demolilh all his foes ; or perhaps the (late will ,foon alter its appearance: his majelly is very licklyand as foon as he (hall he no more, the prince his fon ■will begin his reign by recalling the count de Le- mos, who will immediately rejeafe mp from this place, and prefent me to the new monarch, who will load me with favours. Thus, already, elevated with future pleafures, I fcarce felt my prefent mis- fortune : but 1 believe the two bags of doubloons, which my fecretary told-me hp had depofited with the.goldfmith, contributed, as much as this hope,, to the fudden change of my difpofuion. I was too well fatisfied with the'zeal and inte- grity of Scipio, to be fdent on that -fubjedl: T of- fered him the half of the money which he had preferred from the pillage 5 but this he refufed : “ 1 expedl (faid he; another mark of acknowledge- ment” As much furprifed at his difeourfe as at his refufal, I alked what I could do-for him. “ Don't let us part, .(anfwered he) allow me to attach my fortune to yours : I have-a frieridlhip for you.which 1 never left for any otller mailer.” “ And I can allure thee, child, (faid I) there is no love loft; the very firft moment thou'esmeft to offer thy fervice, I was pieafed with thy appearance r we mult have, been bom under the Balance, or X 3 Ceminf, 
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Gemini, which are faid to be the two conftellationg that unite the friendfhip of men. I willingly ac- cept the fociely thou haft propofed; and will be- gin it, by intreating the keeper to fliut thee up with me in this tower.” “ Nothing can give me more pleafure, (cried he) you anticipate my defire. I was juft going to conjure you to afk that favour of him : your company is dearer to me than liberty itfelf: I will only fometimfes go to Ma- drid on the fcout, and fee if fome change may not have happened at court which can be favourable to you: fo that in me you will enjoy at once a con- fident, courier and fpy.” Thefe advantages were too confiderable to be rejedled : I therefore kept along with me a perforr fo ufeful, with the permiffion of the obliging keeper, who could not refufe me fuch an agreeable confolation, 

CHAP. VIII. 
Ttke metit-u eni futcefs of Seif id's firft journey to Madrid^ Gil Bias falls fuk: the dafequence of bis difiemfer. 
IF it be ufually obferved, that we have no greater enemies than our domefticks ; it muft likewife be owned, that when they happen to be faithful and affedlionate, they are our heft friends. After the zeal that.Scipio had manifefted, I could liot look upon him but as another felf. There was, therefore, no more fubordination between Gil Bias and his fecretary ; no more ceremony : they lodged together in the fame room, ufing the fame table and bed. There was a great deal of gaiety in Sdpio’s eon- yer/ation ; be might have been jurtly firnamed the good-humeured lad ; befides, he had a good head, and 
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and I profited by bis advice, “friend, (faid I to him one day) metMnks it would be no bad fcheme for me t© write to the duke of Lerma : this could produce no bad effeft : What is thy opinion of the matter ?” “ Yes ; but (anfwered he) the. great are fo different from themfelves at -different times, that I don’t knew how your letter will be, received : neverthelefs, I am of opinion, that you Ihould write in the mean time. Although the mi-: nifter loves you, you -muff not truft to his friend- fhip, for being remembered by him : thefe kind of patrons eafily forget thofe who are out of fight oe hearing.” Although this was but to© true, I replied ; “ I'judge-more favourably of toy patron, to whofa kindnefs for me I am no firanger : I am per- fuaded, that he pities my affliction, which in- ceffantly pi efents itfelf to his mind : he, probably, waits until the king’s wrath lhall fubfide, befors he takes me Out of prifon.” “ In good time (he refumed) I wilh your opinion of his excellency may be right : impfore his afliftance then by a very moving letter, which I will carry to him ; and j promife to deliver it into his own hand.” I immediately called for paper and ink, and compofed a morfel of eloquence, which Scipi© thought very pathetic, and Tordefill-as preferred even to the homilies of the archbilhop of Grenada.. I flattered myfelf, that the Duke of Lerma would be moved with companion, in reading the melan- choly account which I gave him, of the miferable condition in which I was not ; and in that con- fidence difpatched rtiy courier; who no fooner ar- rived at Madrid, than he went to the minifteris houfe, and met a valet de chambre of my ac- guainUnce, who procured for him an opportunity 
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of fpeaking to the duke. “ My lord, (faid Scipio, pfefenting to his excellency the pacquet with which he was intrufted) one of your moft faithful fer- vants, ft retched upon- It raw, in a difmal dungeon of the.tower of Segovia, moft humbly intreats your grace to read this letter, which a turnkey, out of pity, gave him liberty and means to write.” The minifter opened, and perufed the letter : but although he beheld in it a pidture capable of meltingi the moft obdurate foul, far from feeming affe&ed- at my diftrefs, he raifed his voice, and, in the hearing of feveral perfons prefent, faid to the cou- rier, with a furious air j <( Friend, tell Santillane, that he has a great deal of ailuranee to addrefs himfelf to me, after the unworthy aftion he has committed, and for which he is fo juftly chaftifed. He is a wretch who muft not depend upon my, protedtion ; for I abandon him to the refentment of the king.” Scipio, in fpite of all his effrontery, was difcon-l certed at this difeourfe ; but, notwiihftanding his confufion, endeavoured to intercede for me. “ My lord, (he refumed), the poor, prifoner will die .of fc grief, when he hears the anfwer of your excel- lency.” The duke made no reply to my medi- ator, but by a ftern look, and turned :his back upon him. It was thus.the minifter treated me, the better to conceal the part he had in the anioj rous intrigue of the prince of Spain : and this ought to be a warning to all little agents, whom noblemen, life in their fecret and dangerous ncgor tiations. . When my fescretary returned to Segovia, and made me acquainted with the fuccefs of his com,- - million, I was replunged into the dire abyfs qf defpondeney, in wbifth I found royfclf tlie.ftrft - -j3 ' day 1 
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day of my imprisonment. I thought myfelf even ftill more unhappy, fince I had now no reafon to exped the proteflion of the duke of Lerma. My courage funk apace, and, notwithftanding all that they could fay to raife it again, I became a prey td the moft keen forrow, which threw me, by degrees^ into a moft violent fever, Mr. Keeper, who interefted hintfelf in my pre- fervation, imagining that he could not do better than call phyficians to my afliftance, brought two to vifit me, who, by their appearance, feemetf zealous minifters of the goddefs Libitina *. “ Sig- nior Gil Bias, (faid he, prefenting them to me) here are two Hippocrates’s come to fee you, they ■will fet you a-foot again in a little time.” I was fo much prejudiced againft all manner of phyficiJ ans, that I Should have certainly given them a very bad reception, had I been in the leaft defirttus of living ; but at that time I felt myfelf fo much tired of life, that I was glad Tordefillas had put me in- to their hands. “ Signior Cavalier, (faid one of thefe dcxftors ter me) in the firft place, you muft repofe an entire confidence in our (kill.” “ I have a moft perfeft dependance on it, (anfwered I) with your aflift- ance, I am very fare that. In a feW days, I fhall be cured; of all my diftempers.” “Yes, (he re- plied) with God’s help you fhall. At leaft, we' will do our endeavour for that purpofe.” Thefe gentlemen aflually behaved to a miracle, and pue me into fueh a good way, that I was vifibly polling to the other World. Don Andrea defpair- ing of my recovery, had already lent for a Fran- eifean friar, to prepare me for my en8. The 

* The goddefj who presides over funerals. 
good 
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gqoc} father having done his duty,: had already re- tired j and I nayfelf believing that my laft hour approached, beckoned Scipio to the bed-tide. “ My dear friend, (faid I to him, with a faint voice, fo much was I enfeebled -by the medicines I had taken, and the bleedings I had undergone) 1 leave to thee one of the bags which are at Ga- briel's houfe, and conjure thee to carry the other into the Afturies, to my father and mother, who muft have great occafion for it, if they be i.till alive. But, alas ! I fear they could not bear up againft my ingratitude : the report which, doubt- lefs, Mnfcada made to them of my hard-hearted- nefs, has, perhaps, occafioned their death. Jf hea-, ven hath preferved them, in fpite of the indiffer- ence with which I requited their affedlion, give them the bag of doubloons, and beg them, from me, to pardon my unnatural behaviour. If they are no more, I charge thee to employ the money,, in caufing prayers to be put up for the repofe of their fouls and mine.” So faying, I ftretched out my hand, which he bathed with his tears, without being able to anfwer one word ; fo much; was the poor young man afflifted at the profpeil of Jofing me. This proves that the tears of an heir are not always the tears of joy difguifed. I lay thus, in expedlation of my exit : but I was baulked. My dofiors having abandoned me, left the field free to, nature. I was faved by their defertion. The fever, which, according to their prognoftic, was to carry me off, quitted me im- mediately, as if it intended to give them the lye. I recovered gradually, and by the greatefl good luck in the world, a perfefi tranquillity of mind was the fruit of my difeafe. I then had no need of confdlation: 1 entertained for riches and ho- v nours 
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flours all the contempt which the opinion of ap- proaching death had made me conceive ; and now reftored, as it were, to myfelf, blefled my misfor. tune. I thanked heaven for it, as for a particular favour, and firmly refolved never to return to court, even if the duke of Lerma (hould recal me, I propofed, rather, if ever I fhould be releafed, to .purchafe a cottage, and live in it like a philofopher. My confident approved of my defign, and told tne, that, in order to haften the execution of it, he intended to go and folicit my enlargement at Madrid. “ There is a thing come into my head, (added he.) 1 know a perfon that can ferve you. She is the favourite waiting-woman of the prince’s nurfe, and a girl of underftanding. 1 will make her apply to her miftrefs in your behalf; and will ■attempt every thing to get you out of this tower, which is (till a prifon, notwithftanding the good treatment you receive in it.” “ Thou art in the tight, (anfwered I) go, my friend, and begin this 'negotiation without lofs of time. Would to hea- ven we were already in our retreat 1” 

CHAP. IX. 
Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the enlargement "f Gil Bias, on certain conditions. What course they fleer togftbfr, nvben they leave the tower of Sego- via, and the converfation that pajfes between them. 
SCIPIO fet out once more for Madrid ; and I, in expefVation of his return* applied myfelf to reading, being furnifhed with more books than I -wanted, by Tofdefillas, who borrowed them from an old eommander that could not read, though he • bad afine library, to piaintain the appearance of a literati. I loved, in particular, good works of 
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morality, becaufe I found in them, every moment, paffages that flattered my averfion for the court, and my inclination for folitude. I fpent three weeks, without hearing a fyllable of my agent, who at length returned, and faid to pie with a gay air,: “ This time, Signior de San- tillane, I bring good news ; madam the nurfe in- terefts herfelf in your behalf. Her maid, at my jntreaty, in confideration of an hundred piftoles that I have configned to her, has been fo generous as to engage her to beg your releafe of the prince of Spain j and that prince, who, as I' have already obferved, can refufe her nothing, has promifed to aflc it of the king his father. I am come hither in a hurry, to apprize you of it, and fliall re- turn immediately, to put the finifliing ftroke to the work.” So faying, he left me, and went back to court. His third trip was not of long duration. In eight days my man returned, and told me, that the prince had, not without difficulty, obtained my releafe. This piece of information was con- firmed the fame day by Mr. Keeper, who em- braced me, faying* “ My dear Gi! Bias, thank heaven ! you are free ! the gates of this prifon are open to you ; but upon two conditions, which perhaps, will give you a great deal of pain, and which I am obliged to inform you of, though not without regret. His majefty- forbids you to ap- pear at court, and orders you to quit the kingdom of Caftile in a tpanth. I am very much morti- fied that you are prohibited from going to court.” “ And I am overjoyed at it, (1 replied :) God knows what my opinion of it is. I expedted but one favour from the king, and I have received two,” 5 Being 
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Being aflured that 1 was no longer prifoner, I hired two mules, which my confident and I mounted next day, after having bid adieu to Cd- gollos, and returned a thoufand thanks to Torde- fillas, for all the marks of friendfhip I had received at his hands. We fet out merrily for Madrid, to retrieve, from the hands of Signior Gabriel, our two bags, in each of which were five hundred doubloons. My afibciate faid to me by the way, “ If we are not rich enough to buy a magnificent eftate, we can, at lead, purchafe a commodious one.” “ So we had but a hut, (anfwered I) I fhould be fatisfied with my condition : for, though I am fcarce in the middle of my career, I feel my- felf quite detached from the world, and intend, for the future, to live for myfelf only. Befides, I muft tell thee, I have formed an inchanting idea of a country life, the pleafures of which I enjoy by anticipation. Methinks I already behold the enamelled meads, hear the nightingales fing, and the brooks murmur. Sometimes I divert myfelf In hunting, and fometimes in filhing. Imagine to thyfelf, my friend, all the different pleafures that await us in folitude, and thou wilt be as much charmed with it as I am. With regard to eating, the moft fimple nourifhment is the beft. A mor- fel of bread may fatisfy us when we are hungry, and the appetite with which we eat it, will make us think it excellent food. The pleafure does not confift in the quality of exquifite difhes, but cen- ters wholly in ourfelves; and this is fo true, that the moft delicious of my meals are not thofe in which the greateft delicacy and abundance reign.' frugality is a fource of delights, and wonderfully conducive to health, VOi. Ill, Y ‘‘By 



33? Ths ADVENTURES of “ By your leave, SigniOr GH Bias, (faid hiy fe- cretary, interrupting me) ‘I am not altogether of your opinion, with regard to the pretended frugality you praife fo much. Why fttould we live like Diogenes ? if we indulge our appetites a little, we (hall not "find otirfelves a bit the worfe for it. \ Take my advice, and fince we have, thank God, wherewithal to render our retreat agreeable,' let us not make it the habitation of hunger and poverty. As foon as we (hail have got poflefiicn of our land, we muft fortify our houfe with good wines, and all other provifions fuitable to people of t'afte, who do not quit the cbrnmerce of'rpankind, with ,a view of renouncing the conveniences of life ; but 1 rather to enjoy them with more tranquillity. I “ That which a man has in his hbufe (fays Heliod) | never hurts hirri ; Whereas, that which he has not, j may. It is better (adds the fame author) for a man ( to have all things neceflary in his pdfleflion, than « in his wifh only.” “ How the devil! Mr. Scipio, (cried I) come you 1 

to know the Greek poets? Ha! where did you 1 pick up acquaintance with Hefiod ?” ‘‘In the .< houfe of a learned man, (he replied.) I ferved a pedant at Salamanca feme time. He was a great t commentator, and would tofs you up a large volume in a twinkling, compofed of Hebrew, Greek and ; Latin quotations, taken from books in his library, and trandated into the Caftilian tongue. As I was his amanuenfis, I retained in my memory a great number of fentences, as remarkable as that which 3 repeated.” “ If that be the cafe, (faid I) your memory is well garnilhed. Bur, to return to our fcheme, in what kingdom of Spain do you think we fhould eftablilh our philofophical refidenqe ?’” *' 1 vote for Arragon, (replied my confident) we will 
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will there find cterming ipots, where we may, lead a delicious life,” « Well, (faid 1) be it fb. Let us fix in Arragon. I confent to the propofa'l; and I wilh we may there find a place of abode,‘that will afford all thofe pleafures, with which I feaft my imagination.” 

C H A P. X. 
Their behaviour at Madrid. Oil Blot meets a certain I' perfon in the fireet. The conjequence of that meet- ■ i»S- 
"IT ? HEN we arrived at Madrid, we alighted at V V a (mail houfe where Scipio had lodged in his expeditions ; and the firft thing we did, was to repair to Salero, in order to retrieve our doub- loons. He gave us a ^Sry tivih reception, and eScpreffed a goad deal of joy at feeing me at liberty^ " I proteft to you, (faid he) I was fo much af- fefled with your misfortune, that I conceived a djfguft at all alliances with courtiers, their fortunes are fo uncertain ; and therefore, gave my daughter dabrie^ in marriage to a wealthy merchant.” ‘‘ You were in the right, (anfwered I:) for befides that this match is more folid, a citizen, who marries ms daughter fo a man of quality, has not always reafon; to be fatisfied with monfieur his fon-in- law.” Then' Ihifting the fubjefl, and coming to the purpofe, “ Signior Gabriel, (added I) be fo good, if you pleafe, as to deliver the two thoufand pi- iloles, which”-—” Your money is ready for you,” (laid the goldfrhith, interrupting me) and conduc- ing us into his clofet, ihewed us the. two bags, with notes upon them, containing thefe words t “ Thefe bags ,pf doubloons belong to Signior Gil • V , Bias 
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Bias de Santillane.” “ There they are, (faid he) jyft as they were committed to my care ” l thanked Salero for the fervice he had dona roe ; and very well confoled for the lofs of his daughter, carried the bags home, where we begaft to examine our double pirtoles. The tale was juft, after having dedudlpd about fjfty, which had been employed to procure my enlargement. Our foie ftudy now, was to put ouffelves in a condition to depart for Arragon. My fecretary undertook to buy a chaife and two mules, and I provided our- felves with cloaths and linen. While I was going from one place to another in the ft reels, bargain- ing for what I wanted, I met Baron Steinbach, that officer of the German guards, in whofe houfe Don AJphonfo had been brought up, I faluted that cavalier, who knowing me alfo, came and embraced me with great affedtion. “ I am extremely glad, (faid I to him) to fee your lordfhip in fuch good health, and to find at the fame time an opportunity of hearing of Don Ctefar and Don Alphonfo de Leyva.” “ I can give you a certain account of them both, (anfwered he) for they are n°w aftually at Madrid, arid lodge in my Jjoufe. About three months ago they came to town tp thank his majefty for a poft which Don Alphcn- fo has received, in confideration of the feryices \yhich his anceftors had dope to tfyd ftate. He is made governor of the city of Valencia, without having aiked the place, or even dcfired any body to folicit for him. Nothing can he more generous ; and this fliews that pur monaich delights inrecom- penling valour.” Though I knew much better than the Baron de Steinbach what the true motive was, I did not yaen) to know any thing of the matter; but ex- prefled 



GIL B L A S. 241. 
prefled fuch a vehement defire to falute my old matters, that, in order to fatisfy me, he carried me home with him immediately. I was curious to try Don Alphonfo, and judge, by the reception 1 ftiould meet with from him, whether or no he had any remains of affeftion for me. I found him in a hall, playing at chefs with the baronefs ; and as foon as he perceived me, he quitted the game, got up, and advancing towards me with tranfport, prefled my head within his arms, faying, with marks of real joy, “ Santillane, have I found you again ! I am overjoyed at meeting with you ! it was not my fault that ever vve parted : for, I de- fired you, if you remember, not to leave the cattle of Leyva. You had no regard to my requeft ; but I am far from being angry with you on that account. I am even beholden to you, for the mo- tive of your retreat. But, fince that time, you ought to have let me hear from you, and fpared me the trouble of fending in vain, to find you at Grenada, where Don Fernando, my brother-in- law, wrote me, you was.” After this gentle reproach, he continued, “ Tell me what your bufinefs is at Madrid. You have, I fuppofe, fome employment here. Be aflured that I fhare as much as ever in what concerns you.” “ Signior, (anfwered Ijt fomething lefs than four months ago, I filled a pretty confiderable-poft at court ; having had the honour to be fedretary and confident to the duke’ of Lerma.” “ Is it pof- fible ! (cried Don Alphonfo, with extreme attonifli. ment ) what!: was you in the confidence of the prime-minitter ?” “ I gained his favour, (faid I) and loft it in the manner you lhall hear.” I then recounted the whole ftory, and. ended my narra- tion with the refolution I had taken, to buy, with th» 



H* The ADVEN-TUB.ES of the fl?i)der remains of <ny^jafl pi«fperitjr, a cot- tage, in which I propoffd t;o lead a retired life. The fon of pen Gxfar having liftened very atten- tiyely, replied, “ IVJy deaf Gil Bias, you know I always ipyed you. You (hall, the fport of for- tune no inore. I will deliver you from her power, by nuking you mailer of an clt.ne which (he c.m- rfot deprive you of, Sinse you delign to live in th.e country, I bellow upon you a fmall ,farm, vt,hi$h we. have hard by Lirias, about four leagues from Valencia. You know the place, and it is a p‘refent which we are in aj condition of making, without incommoding ourfplves iu the leafl. I dare 'anfwer for my father’s confent, and know that it vyill give great pifafuf^ooSeraphina.'’ ' I threw fttyfelf at the fe^pfjbpn Alpbonfo, who^ imriiediately rjufed , me up, I kifled his .hand,, and more charmed with thf goodnefs cf his heart, tilah with the value of his favour, Signior, (faid P your behaviour enchants me. The prefent which you make, is the more agreeable, as it precedes the' knowledge of a piece of fervice \jyhich.I die! Jjout an<* I would rather owe it to your gpneiffity than to. yputi acknowledgment.”.. My. governor was a little furpri^d at my dif- ddurle, and did not fail to, afle yv.hat this pretendedr ferviJcOvas. I told him * a^d- tihe information re- doubled, faia furprizg.. .He^'as .well as the Baron <£' §teidbach,-: was far from .thinking that the go- vernment of the city of Valencia had been be- Upvyed.uppn him by my, intereft, Neverthelefs, as he pcmld not doubt gny^yefa^ty “ Gil Bias, paid he) fince l ovye my p<jft>to you, I don’t in- tend “|6 oonfine my gratuify-.W,, the little farm of tirjas), I yyill give you alppg wifj> if two thqufand; 
•••• ','- " Halt 
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“ Halt <hefe, Signtor Dpn Alphonfo, (faij I, interrupting him) don’t awake-my avarice. I have too well experfehoed, ‘tkat riches ferve only tocor- fupt my morals. I “accept, 'With all my heart, your farm ofLiriaS, -where I will live comFortably with the menty which ? have already in thy po(- •feflicrn But that is foffkient; and far from defirihj; -more, I would ratherConfent to lofe thefuperfluity of what I poflefs. Riches are a burden' to one m retirement, who leeks only to enjoy quiet.’’ While we converfed m this manner, bon Gaefar •coming in, exprefied as much; joy at feeing' mp as his fon had done'before j and when he under- flood the obligation which his family lay'under to •me, he preffed me toa'ccept the annuity, which t again refufed. In fhort, the father and foh carried me rnftantlyto a notary’s houfe, where they caufe'd a deed of gift to be made out, and;iigned it with more pleifure than they would have felt in figo- ing a deed to their own advantage. When it was executed, they put it into my hand, faying, The farm of Lirias was no longer theirs, and that I might go and take pofleflion of it when I would. They then went back to the houfe of Baron <fc Steinbach, and I flew to our lodgings, where my fecretary was ravifhed with admiration, when T informed him, that we had an eflate in the king- dom of Valencia and recounted in what manner I had made this acquifltion. “ How much (faid he) may this fmall domain be worth ?” “ Five hundred ducats per annum, (I replied) and I can affure thee, it is a lovely folitude, which I know perfeftly well, having been there feveral times, in quality of fteward to the lords of Leyva. It is a fmall houfe on the borders of the Guadalaviar, in 
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a hamlet of five or fix houfes, and in the midft of i a charming country.” “ What pleafes me ftill more in it, (cried Sci- \ pto) is, that we fhall have fine venifon, with wine Of Benicarlo, and excellent mufcadine. Come, ; mafier, let us make hafte to quit the world, and gain our hermitage.” “ I long as much as thou ; 

doeft to be there, (I replied) but I muft firft make a tour to the Afturias. My parents are there in no very agreeable fituation j and I intend to con- duit them to Lirias, where they will pafs the re- mainder of their days in quiet. Heaven, perhaps, j has granted me this afylum, on purpofe to receive them, and would punilh me, if I failed in my \ duty.” Scipio approved very much of my defign, ' and even excited me to put it in execution, “ Let us lofe no time, (faid he) I have already fecured a chaife, let us buy mules immediately, and fet out * for Oviedo.” “ Yes, my friend, (I replied) let | us depart as foon as we can. I think it my in- difpenfible duty, to fiiare the fweets of my re- tirement with the authors of my being. Our journey will not be long. We lhall foon fee our- lelves fettled in our hamlet, where, when I arrive, I will write over the door of my houfe, thefe two Latin verfes, in letters of gold : 
Inveni portum. Spes & fortuna valete, Sat me lufiftis, ludite nunc alios. 

The End of the Third Voi vmi ; 














