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To the READER. 

T O difparage the fafhtonable, but foul-ruining 
flimfinefs in religion,—and promote a diftin&, 

deep, and heart-captivating experience of the gracious 
working of the Spirit of God, iffuing in a devout, ac- 
tive, and orderly practice, is the aim of the fubfequent 
EXEMPLIFICATION. The men of God, and their de- 
lightful attainments therein reprefented, are far above 
jny recommendation. 

The principal fubftance of their refpe&ive MEMOIRS, 

I have endeavoured faithfully to exhibit;—which, I 
hope, will excite to a perufal of the Memoirs at large. 
—How far thefe LIVES illuftrate, corroborate, or fup- 
ply the defefts of each other, the reader is left to judge. 
—The fhame, the pain, the pleafure, which my own 
foul felt in the abridging, makes me hope, that others 
may experience the like in the reading of them. 

Might I prevail with my pupils, or others, I would 
carneftly obteft yon, for the Lord’s fake, and for the 
fake of fouls unnumbered, to lay DEEP the foundation 
of your profeffed religion, if you wifh the ravijhing de~ 
iigbts of it.—Formal gnawings of the fhell, will but 
render it difguftful to you, and make your miniftra- 
tions of the gofpel a ta/k, a burden to you, and a curfe 
to your hearers. None that know how long, and how 
eagerly I have hunted after human literature, as my 
eircumftances permitted, will readily fufpeft me for a» 
enthufiailic contemner of it.—But, as on the brink of 
eternity, I dare boldly pronounce it all vanity, and 
vexation of fpirit, when compared with, or not fuber- 
dinated to the experimental knowledge of Jefus Chrift, 
as made of God unto us ix'ifdtm, and righteoufnefs, and 
fanfiifcation, and redemption.—There is no language, 
ancient or modern, like that of the gofpel of the grace 
®f God, pronounced by the HOLY GHOST, to one’s heart, 
—and of heaven-born fouls to God, under his influ- 
ence;—ws hijlery like that of Jefus Chrift, redemption 
through his bl»od; anq effeftual application of his grace ; 
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—Mfcience like that of beholding the WORD made feJIj 
and beholding the infinite perfcdions of JEHOVAH in 
him, and through him, in every creature;—as from 
eternity manifefted, and to be for ever manifefted, in 
our inconceivable happinefs, to the praife of tkt glory of 
his grace ;—no pleafure like that of fiilf’wjhip with the 
Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrifl;—and all that 
joy and peace, with which the God of hope fills men in 
believing,—that joy unfpeakahle, and full of glory.— 
Gome then, Let us go up to the mountain of the God of 
Jacob ; and he will teach of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths.— Come ye, and Ictus walk in the light of 
the Lord.—Let us he no snore ficthful, but followers of' 
tiem, who through faith and patience, inherit the pro- 
mifes. 

I have not here touched the excellent Memoirs of Mr Bofion,, 
as they are ftill private property; and his own giandfen has »* 
fer better right to abridge them. 



The CHRISTIAthe STUDENT. 

and PASTOR, 

•EXEMPLIFIED; 

In the LIVES of 

Meff.FR ASERJIIOGG, HALYBURTON* 

Ow. STOCKTON, MATTH. HENRY, 

and PH. DODDRIDGE. 

FIRST, Memoirs of Mr JAMES FRA- 

SER of Culrofs. 

C II A P. I. 
Of hh convictions, converfton, and particular back* 

f idings and recoveries. 

JOEING born in the north of Scotland 
and not likely to live, on account of bad hu- 

mouri in my body, the Lord made them break out 
in boils, and relieved me. My temper was pee- 
vifh, unruly, and impatient of reftraint. Not- 
withftanding the Lord’s marvellous prefervation of 
me from drowning in a well, into which my own 
perverfe radabling had plunged me, my wicked- 
nefs of nature appeared in many vicious and chil- 
vlUh tricks, Prov. xx. 21. I early learned and re- 
peated fome forms of prayer. If I was punctual 
in this, I had no fmall inward peice and com- 
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fort; and, if I omitted it, I was vexed, and 
fometimes terrified by fearful dreams. But nfy 
overfeer turning carelefs, Judg. xvii. 6.; God gi- 
ving me up to my own heart’s luft, Pfal. Iv. 19.; 
and my foul not being united to Chrift the foun- 
tain of life, John xv. 4.; and my inward corruptions 
ftiil .reigning, Luke viii. 14.; and I having no real 
fotisfa&ion in God himfelf; I fought it in them, 
Matth. xii. 44. ; and falling into bad company, 
i Cor. v. 6. and xv. 33.1, by degrees, became more 
and more tmconcerned, Prov. xxiv. 33. 34.; and at 
laft, without any challenge from confcience, 0- 
mitted prayer, and indulged myfelf in every fin 
anfwerable to my age. 

BEING about eleven years old, we got a chap- 
lain, who, on account of his religious flri£tnefs, 
was not a link hated in our family. He obliged 
me to lay afide my learned forms of prayer, and 
to read a portion of feripture evening and morn- 
ing, and conceive prayers for myfelf. In com- 
pliance with this, I, for a time, found no fmall 
peace and'pleafure. But at length, mylightnefs 
in the time of public prayer; my flightperformance 
of religious duties, when I could not omit them ; 
my omitting of them fometimes, when I was not 
under the eye of my governor; my playing on the 
Lord’s day with fome other children ; my pour- 
ing contempt on my governor ; and at laft the 
putting of him from our family ; and my falling 
into bad company, ifiued in my abandoning my- 
felf to many open vices. Neverthelefs, God, by 
{harp convi&ions, A£ts ii. 37. Pfal. Ixvi. 3.; by 
the tyraanical cruelty of my new teacher, Pfal. 

Ixxviii. 
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lixviii. 35. If. xxvi. 12; 16.; and by the exhorta- 
tions of our inftru&ors, 2 Chron. xxiv. 2.; obli- 
ged me at times to return to my prayers. 

ABOUT the 1 5th year of my life, Lproceeded a 
ftep further. I applied myfelf not only to prayer,- 
but to the other external duties of religion. 
i left off my former vices, and became a kind of 
coufcientious pradlifer of moral virtues. I be- 
came a reprover of others, and conceived a kind 
of love to the godly. Awakened a little, by read- 
ing the Practice of piety, I refolved to live not on- 
ly an h'armlefs, but a devout life. In my ftudy 
of this, I found marvellous peace and pleafure; 
and thought myfelf truly converted to God. 
Meanwhile I regarded nothing more than an out- 
ward conformity to the law, 2 Tim. iii. 5. AmoS 
iv. 4. I judged myfelf chiefly by the multitude 
and length of my duties, Matth. vi. 7. I refted in 
my duties as my end, and did not ufe them-as' 
means of bringing me to Chrift, If. i. 15. When 
my confcienee challenged me for any fin, I dou- 
bled my duties, in order to atone for it, Mic. vi. 
•7. Amos iv. 4. Prov. vii. 14. Mattb. xxiii. 14. 
1 remained utterly ignorant of the myflery of faith, 
and of junification through the imputed righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift, Rom. x. 3. I regarded du- 
ties, gifts, and graces, more than Chrift himfelf, 
Hof. vii. 16. Though I detefted prophane per- 
fons, I did not relilh the more ftri£t and lively 
Chriftians, John xv. i3. I could not relilh hea- 
ven itfelf, in its cohftant fpiritual exercifes, and 
its want of carnal comforts. As I performed my 
duties in order to fatisfy my own confcience, not 

A 2 from 
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from love to Godv who was* a terror to me, m^r 
legal fears about eternal life increafed as my du- 
ties did, Matth. xix. 16. 

AFTER fome time, my carnal pleafures, vanity, 
and bad companions, drew me off from all my re- 
ligious appearances, and plunged me as deep in 
the omiffion of duties, and com-mifixon of vices*. 
as ever, Hof. iv. j I. Luke viii. 14. Jer. ii. 28. Mai. 
i. 13. and iii. 14. But the Lord, in his due time, 
mercifully re-awakened me, and convinced me that 
all my former religion had been naught. I faw 
that all I had done was. infufficient to fave me; 
and therefore concluded, that I was certainly in 
an unregenerate eftate, and that I-was in fome. 
meafure barred'out from it; but 1 had fome hope, 
that God would bring me to it before I died. I 
had fome fharp convi£tions of particular a&ual 
fins, but none of the fin of my nature. I vainly 
expe&ed fome extraordinary revelation from God 
to nvy foul. When the Spirit moved me, I pray- 
ed much ; and had no inward peace, but when I 
prayed with lively affections. 1 imagined, that 
fuch as were regenerated lived in perpetual com- 
fort and glory, and performed religious duties- 
in a lively manner. Gbferving the untender con- 
verfation of molt profcfTed ChrifHans, and the 
complaints and doubts of others, I eondemned 
them all as little better than mere formalifis. I 
loved the preachers belt, who were moji methodi- 
cal and ehquettt, not thofe who w ere mo/l fpintual 
and fearching. I often negkCted duties, and fell 
into ads of prophane fwearing,. lying, idle talk,, 
and playing at cards. I mourned for fin, not be- 

caufe' 
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eaufe it offended God, but becaufe it iffued in 
mifery. In this condition I continued about three 
years, not without feme fearful impreflions of 
God’s wrath, and apprehenfions, that I had com* 
mitted the unpardonable fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft, particularly in a blafphemous espreflion* 
which I had uttered, while 1 was playing at cards.- 

FROM my above-mentioned exercife, obferve,- 
(1.) The time of youth is thefkteft feafon for feek- 
ing-God, Lam. iii. 27. Eccl. xii. 1. (2.) Propef 
care of fuperiors, is an excellent mean of feafon* 
ing young minds with the knowledge of God', 
Eph. vi. 4. Gen. xviii. 19. Deut. vi. 7. (3.) 
When this mean is confcientioufiy ufed, it is or- 
dinarly blefled, Gen. xviii. 19. (4.) There is an 
appointed day of ChriR’s power ; in which alone 
fnmers are converted to him, Eccl. iii. 1. Pfal. 
cx. 3. (5.) God often drives much with fin- 
ners, before he effeftually draw/them to him- 
felf. Rev. iii. 20. If. v. 4. (6.) God is often kind 
to the unthankful and evil, in their extremity, 
Pfal. evii. 17. 18. 19. If. Ivii. 17. 18. 19. (7.) 
The earneft prayers, even of unregenerate men, 
in the day of their diRrefs, are often gracioufly an- 
fweredby God, 1 Kings xxi. 29. Pfal. Ixxviii. 37. 
38. 2 Kings xiii. 4. 5. (8.) DiRreffed fouls ordi- 
narily apply themfelves to-other phyficians, beforfe 
they come to GhriR, Hof. v.-13. (9.) All falfe 
reR, and gilded graces, will fade away atlaR^. 
1 Pet. i. 24. Matth. xiii. 21. 22. (xo.) Unre- 
generate perfons may receive great favours and 
deliverances from God, Gen. xvi. 13. (n.) 
J^one are fo bad, but they may become worfe, if 

A 3 the- 
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tlie Lord gives them up to their own lufls, i Kings- 
xxi. (12•) CaEkfiflef&in prayer, meditation, and 
other private duties of religion, hath a fearful 
tendency to promote fpiritual decays-, Exod. xvit*. 
It. Matth. xxvi. 41. Pfal. Ivi. 9. 

BEIKG, now about eighteen years of age, I.pur* 
pofed to partake of theLord’sfupper, which was to 
be difpenfed the next Sabbath.—I knew that I was 
fliil uncoaverted, and that I would ride the-molt 
dreadful wickednefc and danger, if I were not con#- 
vetted before next Lord’s day. I therefore refob 
ved, by the Lord’s afliftance, to ufc every pcflibla- 
meansof pi omoting my converfionbefore that time. 
After I went home,. 1 laboured in prayer,, reading,, 
and meditation, and found fuch fweetnefs in 
them, as I had never known- before. Finding, 
by fel[-examination, on Wednefday-night, that I. 
was fliil unregenexate, I, amidfl no fmall anguifh; 
and perplexjiy, refolved to fetapart the next day 
for folemn fading, and fupplication to God in fe- 
cret.—After 1 had, fora time, poured forth my 
eomplaints before him, he, by his word, fo repre- 
fented to my mind jefus Chrift, as the only Me- 
diator, Friend, Saviour, and helper of poor fm- 
ners, the Way, the Truth, and the L>f", who 
died for them,—as enlightenedand conquered my 
heart, and made me chearfully. content to give up 
with all thingrras mere vanity or vilenefs, and re- 
ceive him, in all his offices, as my ali in all, and 
to be wholly his, henceforth and for ever. O the. 
liberty I had in pouring out my heart in prayer ! 
—ioi a quarter cf an hour my fbul was ab-folure- 

iW 
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lj ravifhed with the views of his glory and grace *, 
after which the manifellation gradually abated. 

THE Lord’s withdrawment of his fenfible pre* 
fence perplexed me much. Reading Shepherd’s 
Sound Believer, I began to fear that my convert 
fion had not been of the right kind ; and if it wa» 
not, I knew not who Jefus Chrift might be, or 
what I fnould do. My difcouragement to in- 
creafed,, that I thought my condition worfe than 
ever. I fought him night and day, under a deep 
fenfe of the danger of wanting him at his table; 
but nothing could draw him to my foul, till his 
own hour came. 1 knew not how to live by faith, 
■when fenfe was gone, and fo was quite difcou- 
faged. When Sabbath came, my fears and for- 
rows incteafed ; and I w'as tempted to abftain 
from communicating. But a minifter, at the fer- 
vice of a table, hinting, that if any'feared to draw 
guilt on themfclves by partaking, but had been 
feeking Ghrift lait week, and had found fome 
droppings of his myrrh on the lock of the door 
of the:r hearts, they might come forward, as that 
was his token, I went to the table, but found, 
not his fenfibfe prefence at it. In the afternoon 
I got my foul a little revived and encouraged. 
Having thus engaged myfelf to be the Lord’s fer- 
vant, I refolved to wait upon him, and truft my re- 
ward to him. For about a month, fpirkual exer- 
cifes, of every kind, were exceeding fweet to me, 
and I could del-ght in.nothing elfe. 

Bo T not long after, I met with a grievous ftorm,, 
of long continuance. In the view of another fa- 

crameatal 
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cramental occafion, I fet myfelf to prepare for ft 
by felf examination and prayer. Reading the 
account of Chrifl’s celebration of the facrament, 
with his difci’ples, before his death, Luke xxii. 
I concluded that 1 had no true grace, becaufe I 
could read of his dying-love with fuch coldnefs 
©f heart. I alfo fretted that Chrift, who was 
fo kind to his difcipks, was fo unkind to me. 
This increafed the bad frame of my foul; and 
I became full of bittemefs, horror, and almoft 
utter defpak. By reading Shepherd’s Sincere con- 
ve/t, I was fearfully wounded ; and apprehended 
that all that 1 had met with amounted to no 
real converfion to ChriiL My props being thus 
torn away,Satan enteredinto my foul wish a whole 
flood of new hprrors. My blafphemous expreffion- 
was urged upon me, as certainly the fin againft 
the Holy Ghofl. My heart fretted and murmured 
againit the Lord for guiding me thus. My con- 
ference upbraided me, as already fmelling of hell-, 
and afked me, how God could look on fuch an 
accurfed nature as mine: it upbraided me, as a 
reprobate, whofe prayers could not avail me. Ne- 
ceflity drove me to prayer: but alas ! my foul 
was bound up, and my mouth clofed; and God 
appeared peculiarly dreadful, when ever Leflayed 
it. Yet, having no other fiiift, I was forced to 
apply to Him for relief. Sometimes I thought, my 
trouble could not be in wrath, as I had met with 
nothing.like it when I was walking in my wicked- 
nefs. 

WHEN I was in this extremity, never opening 
my mind to any, feme friends fetit for me. I- 
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was glad thus to get rid of the facramental feaft, 
which Was a terror to me. But, going to them, 
my temptations and horror incieafed, and every 
thing became a burden to me. My blafphemy, 
the terrible wickednefs of my heart, and of all that 
j did, the difficulty of true converfion, the long 
ufeleffnefs of the means of grace to me, the terrors 
ef reprobation, the apprehended fewnefs of them 
that are faved, terrible dreams of the laft Judg- 
ment and of hell, fearful apprehenfions of God, 
and dreadful defpair of things ever becoming bet* 
ter with me, burdened my fpirit. To aggravate ail, 
I had to hear a lifelefs minifler. Neverthelefs 
I went to church, with the reft ; looking on it a» 
indifferent whom I heard, as 1 thought it was be- 
yond the power of means to help me. His text 
was, P.,ut an apojlle of Jefus drift. Between 
£emuons, I retired by myfelf, and poured out my 
diftreffed foul to God in prayer, but got no re- 
frelhing. But by that quotation, in the afternoon- 
fermon, 1 obtained mercyybec~uje 1 did it ignorant- 
ly, and in unbelief, the Lord perfuaded me, that 
tone of my fins committed before converfion could 
be that againft the Holy Ghoft, and that they were 
all pardoned. My heart was fan&ified, and de- 
termined to feek the Lord till 1 fliould find him, 
1 laboured to do good to others, and to fpread the 
knowledge of Chriitj by which means my own 
knowledge of him daily increafedGod much 
blefl'ed to me the reading of Shepherding Fennfcr’s 
works, the PraSiice of piety, and the Ccnfejfion. 
efJaith. 

I looked on the above mentioned manifeftation 
of - 
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of Chrift as the time of my converfion to him ; 
becaufe, thereafter, (i.) I found my heart to de- 
light in fuch perfons as were mofl holy and ftridh, 
i John iii. J^J. (2.) I found it to efteem and de- 
light in all the ordinaijces and commands of 
Chrift, 1 Pet. ii. 2. (3.) I found it mortified to 
the world, and all its concernr, 1 John ii. 15. 
(4.) I found it to efteem, love, and delight in Je- 
fus Chrift himfelf above all things elfe, faints, du- 
ties, or ordinances, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. 26. 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5. ' (;.) I found an xmiverfal and abiding 
change wrought in my foul, 2 Cor. v. 17. (6.) I 
was made zealous againft fin and finners, and 
to endeavour the drawing of all that I could to 
Chrift, by inftruling and exhoning them, Prov. 
X. 21. Luke xxii. 32. (7-) I underftood and de- 
lighted in the. word of God, efpecially the more 
fpiritual parts of it, after a new manner, Prov. 
ii. 10. and vii. f. Matth. xiii. it. (8.) An im- 
preftion of that manifeftation remained with me, 
amidft all my after-fhakings, John iv. 14. 1 John 
iii. 9. I perceived that the Lord had granted it to 
me. (1.) To draw my foul to him by faith and 
love, John vi. 40. 44. 45. and xx. 29. Pfal. xxir. 
7. 9. (2.) To {Lengthen my faith of his love, 
and my hope of heaven, Eph. i. 13. 14. 2 Cor. i. 
at. (3.) To comfort me in my choice of him- 
felf and his fulnefs, and to {hew me what 1 might 
expeft in heaven, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 12. (4*) To make 
known himfelf, in his own condefcending power 
and glory, thtough my remarkable experience of 
its marvellous effefts, 1 John v. to. 20. In the 
terrible trouble which followed, heintended, (1.) 
To fliew me the dreadful wkkednefs of my own 

heart. 
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heart, and make me humbly to acknowledge hifi 
grace and love to me, Job i. u. ^ Chron. xxii. 
31. (2.) To encourage me to trull his power 
and grace when in the like ftrait, Rom v. 4. 
1 Sam. xvii. 37. 2 Tim iv. 17. 18. 2 Cor. i. 10. 
Pfal. Ixiii. 7. (3.) To'acquaint me with his di- 
verfified ways of converting finners, that I might 
know how to diredt others, 2 Cor. i. 4. and v. 
14. Pfal. xxxiv. 5.6. u. (4.) To make me a 
pattern of his long-fufFering to others, x Tim. i, 
x6. (5.) To corredl me for trampling on his 
dillinguifhed kindnefs, 1 Cor. xi. 32. 2 Sam. xii. 
13. 14. (6.) To draw out my heart in love to 
him for my feafonable deliverance, Pfal. cxvi. 1. If. 
Ivii. 16. 17. 18. (7.) To jeach me to live by 
faith, fince fenfible manifellations are but like the 
grafs that withereth, j Pet. i. 24. 25. From his 
dealing in both, I learned, (1.) It is more fure to 
live by faith on God’s word than by fpiritual 
fenfe, 2 Cor. v. 7. 1 Pet. i. 24. (2.) On the day 
of efpoufals to Chrift, fome extraordinary views 
of his love and glory are ordinarily granted, Luke 
xv. 22. 23. Hof. ii. 15. (3.) In real converfion 
a foul clofeth chiefly with Chrift himfelf, Jer. iv. 
r. Hof. vii. 16. (4.) Real grace makes a won- 
derful and univerfal change, both inward and 
outward, 2 Cor. v. 17. (5.) A gracious frame 
of heart is manifefted, in loving and joining with 
the faints, Adis ix. 26. (6.) Much corruption 
may remain in a foul newly brought to Chrift, and 
under great flafhes of light and joy, Mark iv. 31. 
(7.) In converfion the Lord draws men fweetly, 
as well as gracioiijlv, John x. 16. and vi. 44. 4^. 
Hof. xi. 3. 4. (§,) Great manifeflations and en- 

largements 
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Jargements of fieart are often fucceeded by great 
troubles ; and are more dangerous, and Jefs firm, 
than that which is lefs fenfible, and gradually at- 
tained by much pains, Pfab cii. 10. Matth. iii. 17, 
with iv. i.—10. 2 Cor. xii. 1.—9. .Luke viii. 15. 
Matth. xiri. 20. (9.) There are no fudden fteps in 

■the growth of grace, E-xod. xxiii. 29. Pfal.lxxxiv. 
7. Mat. xiii. 33. (10.) The rapturous joys of 
faints and of hypocrites being fo like to one ano- 
ther, it is fafer to examine our ftate by the whole 
courfe of our life, than by any particular expe- 
rience, Pfal. xxiii. 6. and xxxvii. 37. (11.'} The 
-more painful and lading God’s preparation of the 
heart be, his fuperftru&ure of grace is ordinarily 
the more folid and glorious, Matth. xiii. 21. 
^r2.) Satan’s firft temptations to apoftacy begin 
with unbelieving doubts of our intereft in Jefus 
Ghrift, Luke iv. 3. Heb. iii. r2. Jer. ii. 28. Lam. 
1.9. (13.) Though God brings good out of legal 
.terrors, they naturally tend to evil; and there- 
fore ought never to be defired nor cheriflied, Gal. 
iv. 24. 30. Rom. vii. 9.^—13. 1 John iv. 18. 
(44.) Young converts often miftake fadly, con- 

■cerning God’s love to them, and concerning the 
fendlification of their nature. (15.) The mercy 
of God appears, at laft, in every remarkable pro- 
vidence towards his people, Pfal. xxv. 10. Rom. 
viii. 28. (16.) In his mercies towards his people, 
God himfelf is more eminently feen than the in- 
ftruments, Deut. xxxii. 12. and xxxiii. 29. Pfal. 
Ixviii. 35. and xviii. 31. 32. (17.) Sometimes 
the ftiarpeft convi&ions of fin and mifery, follow 
after real converfion to God, Heb. x. 32. Pfal. 
cxxxviii. Heb. ii. 15. If. 1. 10. 

Not 
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EJOT long after, my fpiritual light, life, and 
-comfort, fearfully decayed, by thefollowing fteps : 
( i.) Through miftakes of the nature of fan£lifica- 
tion, wrong conftru£fions of his providences, and 
ignorance of his covenant of grace, I fell a doubt-, 
ing of my intereft in God, and of Ins love to me ; 
hence I encouraged ftrange and hard thoughts of 
him, as if he had been mine enemy, who en- 
vied my welfare, Luke xix. 2t. Gen. iii. y. I 
looked on his declarations of his love in his word, 
to be but empty compliments or fnares ; and fo 
could not be taken with Chrift’s allurements m 
the gofpel, i John v. xo. Hence, I could neither 
love nor believe him, Pfal. Iv. 21. Zech, xi. 8. 
I difiiked fellowlhip with him, 1 Kings xii. 16 i 

with Jer. iii. 19. I became heartlefs and fuper- 
ficial in his ordinances, Jer. xviii. 12. Lam. i. 9. 
Luke xix. 21. Finding no fatisfadUon in God, 
I fought it in Creatures, Jer. ii. 13. (2.) Finding 
that the Lord ftill kept up in my foul fome hope 
of converfion, and fome relilh of religious duties, 
Satan ftirred me up to fuch a clofe attendance to 
things lawful in themfelves, and particularly to 
the learning of Ihort-hand writing, as drew me 
much off from the duties of God’s worlhip. He 
pretended, that the fooner I obtained this know- 
ledge, I would have the more leifure to wait on 
God. (3.) Returning home, I fell among dead 
formal companions ; or, what was worfe, among 
profeffors of religion, who difcouraged me by their 
complaints, hardened me by their untender prac- 
tice, or offended me by their contempt of me, 
Prov. xxviii. 19. 1 Cor. xv. 33. Numb. xiii. 30. 
,Jlzek. xxxiv. 21. (4.) By thefe means fpiritual 
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duties became a burden to me ; and my apprehen- 
fions of the multitude of my fins, the terribly hard 
and lifelefs frame of my heart, and want of fuc- 
cefs in my vain attempts to recover my ftrength, 
threw me into the depths of defpair, Jer. ii. 25. 
John xi. 39. Ezek. xxxvii. 4. Gen. xviii. 11. 12. 
2 Kings vi. 33. Mean while Satan, from feveral 
fcriptures, perfitaded me, that I was judicially 
hardened. If. vi. 10.; that God would not hear 
my prayers, Prov. i. 26.; and that, fince I had 
been enlightened, and tailed of the powers of the 
■world to come, and yet had fallen away, it was 
impoffiblc to renew me to repentance, Heb. vi. 
4. 5. 6. 

MY backflidings were many and dreadful; I 
negle£led, or but llightly performed, the duties 
of God’s worfliip, in public or private. I idled 
away my time, neither glorifying God, edifying 
ethers, or profiting myfelf. I conformed to my 
carnal companions, in idle jelling, carnal con- 
▼erfe on the Sabbath, intemperance, finful di- 
verfions, and the like. Neverthelefs, the Lord 
did not fuffer me to fall totally away from him, 
Jer. li. 5. (1.) I was not altogether drawn off 
from religious duties, Pfal. xiv. 4. (2.) I retain- 
ed fome fecret hope and defire, that things would 
be better, 2 Cor. iv. 8. <3.) I Hill loved the peo- 
ple of God more than others, 1 John iii. 14. 
(4.) My decayed condition and backfliding 
courfe was unpleafant to me, when I remem- 
bered what I had met with : and I preferred my 
former hulband and condition to it, Job xxix. 2. 
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3. 4. (;.) I was not fo dead and fenfekfs, as 
not to know that it was really evil with me. 

No doubt, God’s ends in permitting this deca^, 
were, (1.) To give further proofs of his love, in 
renewing his kindnefs ; in fparing me in this 
condition ; preferving me from utter apoftacy ; 
and at laft gracioufly reviving me. (2.) To ren- 
der me watchful in time coming. (3.) To give 
me more experience of the power of my inward 
corruption, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. (4.) To render 
me humble afterward, Ezek. xvi. 63.—On my 
fide, many things tended to promote it (1.) I had 
no remarkable outward or inward alfli£lions, Pfal. 
lv. 19. {2.) The fenfible fweetnefs, which, for 
a time, attended duties, was withdrawn, Exod. 
xxxii. (3.) My fpirits becoming wearied, I de- 
fired lleep, John v. 35. (4.) Satan and my cor- 
ruptions had their reftraints taken off, and were 
permitted to entangle me. (5.) I wanted tit# 
good company, and powerful fermons, which I 
once had. (6.) Gracelefs companions did eat all 
religion out of me. (7.) The formal, carnal, and 
lifekfs converfation of fome much-extolled pro- 
fdTors, reduced me to the brink of defpair. 
(8.) I too eagerly followed lawful enjoyments and 
ftudies. (9.) I became remifs in fecret prayer 
and meditation, (i©.) I did not fet myfelf to 
flop my evils in their beginning. (11.) My ig- 
norance, and unfixednefs in principles, made me 
reader to believe every fuggeftion. (12.) I rafhly 
believed myfelf ftill unconverted, and never like 
to be converted, and indulged hard thoughts of 
God, Heb. iii. 12. (13.) I was taken up with 

B 2 lefter 



l5 MEMOIRS O ? 

lefler matters, rather than with weightier truths 
and duties ; taken up with trials of grace, and 
not with common principles. (14.) I lived by 
fenfe, not by faith. 

FROM this decay, I learned, (1.) Saints are 
very apt to fall from that meafure of grace, or 
comfort, which they receive at their, converiion, 
Rer. ii. 4-5. (a.) Saints never fall totally from 
grace, 1 John iii. 9. Song v. 2. (3.) The Lord 
ordinarily recovers faints from all their decays, 
Mic. vii. 8. Matth. xxv. 5. 7. (4.) Unbelieving, 
doubts of our converfion and relation to God, are 
the firft and chief fpring of our apoftacy from 
him, Heb. iii. 12. Jer. ii. 25. (5.) Chrillians 
thrive in fpirituals, as they maintain fellowlhip 
with God in fecret prayer and meditation, Mtitth. 
xxvi. 41. Exod. xvii i 1. (6.) Backfliders ordi- 
narily proceed far in fin, before they be recover- 
ed, jer. ii. 5: (7.) Saints are often drawn from 
God, by appearances of good, Gem iii. 6. (3.) Spi- 
ritual apoftacy from God comes on very gradual- 
ly, Matth. xxv. 5. (9.) Norte but God himfedf can 
reclaim a backfliding foul, Hof. xiv. 4. (10.) Sirt- 
fulnefs contra&ed in backfliuing is very hard to 
cure, (u.) In fpiritual decays, faints are ordi- 
narily very fecure and fleepy, Matth. xxvi. 15. 
(12.) AfFedfion,, without folid knowledge, ex- 
pofeth men to much inftability, and other evils, 
1 Cor. xiv. 20. Eph. iv. 14. (13^) Nothing but 
the word of God, powerfully applied, can cure 
a fiery temptation, Eph. vi. 16. (14-) Bad com- 
pany, and peace in the world, are dangerous at- 
tendants of backflidirtg, Prov. i. 32. Eccl. iv. id* 

(.'*) 
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(rj.) Carnal and antender profefTors are great 
plagues, efpeoialljr to young beginner in religion. 

AFTER Ihad been long toffed up and down, 
enjoying otcafional influences of the Holy Ghoft, 
and then returning to my wonted decay, the 
Lord, at laft, gave me a more dHlin£l: and full 
deliverance ! (1.) He made me quite unfatisfied 
with, and weary of, my decayed condition, Job 
xxix. 2.—5. Hof. ii. 7. (2) After many per- 
plexing thoughts, whether I might hope for con- 
verfion, he encouraged me earneftly to try the 
mean&of it, Ezra x. 2. 3. (3.) He madfr me ap^- 
ply, with fome meafure of earneftnefs, to prayer 
and meditation'. (4.) When T had laboured in 
this manner about three weeks,- without any ap- 
parent fuccefs, Satan tempted me, that Chrift 
had given me over to judicial hardnefs of heart, 
and fo I needed pray no more: butthe_Lord, by 
allowing me fome liberty and fweetnefs in thofe 
duties, encouraged me to a more diligent and 
extenfive ufe of the means of grace. (5.) By 
wearying me with duties, he mortified me to my 
felf-righteoufnefs. The finfulnefs of my heart, 
and of all my duties, was difcovered to me, and 
lay with a fearful weight on my fpirit. My 
frames and exereifes were fo inconftant, and I 
had fo little power with refpe&to any thing good, 
that it threw me into fearful perplexity. Thus,, 
for about three years, I was wearied and burden- 
ed, emptied from veflel to veflel. (6.) By quick- 
ening me to extraordinary prayer, by dire&ing 
me to fome notes in books, or by ftories of his 
dealing with others, and by the powerful gofpel- 

B 3 miniftry? 
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ininiftry which I then enjoyed, he kept in my 
dying life, and infenfibly famStiffed me more and 
more, and made heavenly things relilh wkh my 
foul. (7.) By reading Shepherd^ account of 
true humiliation of Joul, in his Sound Believer, he 
fo difcovered his own fovereignty and equity to. 
me, as all my proud murmurings of heart were 
brought down, and calmed, Lam. i. 18. and iii,. 
a8. Dari. ix. 7. Jcr. xii. 1. Lev. x. 3-. Pf. xxxix. 
p. My affe&ions fubmitted to his prefent difpen- 
fations towards me, Mic. vii. 9. 1 Sam. iii. i8» ; 
and I put myfelf in' his will, to do with me as- 
feemed good in his fight, 2 Sam. xv. 26. Judg. x. 

: and, encouraged by a fermon of Mr An- 
drew Cray, on Prov. xxiii. 26. I eflayed to give 
up my heart, and all my concerns, to Chrift. 

Itt this my wildernefs-condition, (i f I found 
great deadnefs and hardnefs of heartand, in or- 
der to be delivered from it, not only mourned 
bitterly, but defired a law-work again. (.2.) I 
neither faw, nor was admitted near Chriftand 
therefore lamented my ignorance, and was unfa- 
tisfied with all my enjoyments. (3.) I had no 
diftinft aflurance that I was converted to Chrift 
and I looked on his favours to me, rather as to- 
kens that he would convert me. (4.) My frames 
»nd excercifes were altogether inconftant, Hof. 

''vi. 4. (5.) Through unbelief, I conllrufted 
hardly of God and his ways, and of myfelf, Exod. 
xvii. 3. (6.) I was tormented in fpirit, beca^fe 
1 met not with that fweetnefc in ordinances 
which I defired. (7.) I was very fecure and un- 
watchful, and hence continually falling into fome 

aftual 
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aftual fins, which difquieted mej—as wander- 
ing of heart from God, intemperance, idle words, 
unprofitable fpending of time, carnality in my 
a£Eons, civil or religious, flothfulnefs in attend- 
ing the means of grace, pride, murmuring, unbe- 
lief, and want of love and fear. Notwitbftand- 
i-ng all thefe provocations, the Lord, in his owa 
time, awakened, convinced, and encouraged 
me; his vilkations upheld my fpirit. He con- 
tinued ever with me, pitying me, fparing me, re- 
lieving me in my extremities, and preventing my 
utter ruin, Deut. xxxii. TO. Ezek. xxxvi. 32. Job 
vii. 17. 18. By an unexpe&ed fcrmon from If. 
x'.ii. 4- A bruifed reed he uilt not break ;—by con- 
verfe with a godly man, who told me the hiftory 
of his converfion, and what brave days he had 
feen, though now ail was deadnefs, carnality, 
and unbelief; and by fome notes of Mr Shep- 
herd, concerning fou/-hvmiliation, on account, of 
a dead, blind-, and hard heart, after pleafant 
frames ; I was wonderfully {Lengthened and en- 
couraged* 

No- doubt, the Lord’s ends in bringing me 
through this wildernefs-condition, were, (1.) To 
make me know the weaknefs and finfulnefs of 
my heart and life, for my humiliation, Deut.viii. 
2. i Chron. xxxii. 31. John ii. 25. (2.) To 
make me better acquainted with his method of 
converting finners, than my hafty incoming, ad* 
mined, that I might be more enabled to edify o- 

. thers, A&s v. 32. 1 John i. 1. Pfal. xxxiv. 4. 
6. 11. 2 Cor. ii. u. {3.) To dome much good 
i& the end, Deut. viii. 16. Heb. xii, u. Jer. 

xxiv. 
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xxiv. 5. (4.) To prevent my batkAiding, bykeepw 
ing mine eyes waking, and emptying me from 
vefiel to Teffel, Judg. iii. 1. Pfab Ixxiii. 3. 4. 5. 
14. Jer. xlviii. 11. Pfal. Iv. 19. Job vii. 18. 
(5.) To give me experience of his own conftarrt 
love and coifdefcenfiony in eominning with me 
in all my wanderings and troubles, Dent. viii. 5. 
(6.) To beat me oat of all my felf-righteoufnefs,. 
worthinefs, and fenfer that I might get no reft 
but in himfelf by faith, Matth. xi. 28. Deut. vim 
3. I found they never gave me full peace or fa- 
tisfaftion ; the roots of fin appeared remaining, 
the growth of grace was very indifcernible, and 
it could not hold out in temptations ; my frames 
could not quicken me when I fell into deadnefs, 
and they did not laft. (7.} To break my pridte 

. and ftubbornnefs; and fliew me that I could nei- 
ther choofe my own way, nor keep my refolu- 
tions, but as he direfted and enabled me, Ezek. 
xxviii. 2. 6. 9. Dan. Jv. 25. 27. Ezek, xx. 32. 

HEREBY I learned, (1.) Perfons may contra£V, 
by backfliding, what they may not, for a long 
time, get rid of, Jolh. xxii. 17. (2.) After eve? 
ry kind of backfliding, the Lord draws the foul 
to himfelf in much the fame way as at the firft. 
Nay, a more diftintt preparatory work may fuc- 
ceed the firft drawing, Match, xviii. 3. (3.) Spi- 
ritual pride is the ftrongeft, bittereft, and mod 

•abhorred enemy, which the Lord hath, Ezek. 
xxviii. 9. Prov. xix. 3. It is hard to perfuade a 
jnan that he can do nothing ; no, not fo much a1s 
to be thankful for th# leaft mercy and to per- 
fuade him- to live only in) by, and to another, 
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fubmitling his will in all things to the- will of 
God. (4.) It is the frequencf.and conflancy of 
-God’s waterings, rather than the iheafure of 
them, which dottvgood to fouls, John xv. 7. Hof. 
iii. 3. (5.) Unwatchfulnefs fearfully hinders 
growth in grace, Matth. xxvi. 41. (6.) Every 
good thing wrought in fouls, is owing to the free 
grace of God by his word, Dent. viii. 3. (7.) In 
returning to God, mens fouls are drawn5by little 
and little, Exod. xxiii. 30. If. xlii. 16. (8.) The 
way to heaven is narrow and tedious, Deut. viii. 
15. (9 ) Seme converts, for their encourage- 
ment, get their largeft fenfible joys at their firfl 
doling with Chrift, Luke xv. 23. (10.) Men 
mufl: be iq fome meafure humbled before they re- 
ceive any faving good, Lev. x*vi. 4t. (Lt.)The 
fpiritual exercifes of all Chriftians are not fimt- 
lar in all their circumftances. (12.) There may 
be real humiliation in a foul, where there is no, 
terror. (13.) Senfe of a dead hard heart, is a 
molt effectual mean of fhutting up men to Chrift, 
Rev. iii.. 18. (14 ) God is alway carrying on his 
own work in the foul,, though his doing fb be not 
perceived, Mark iv. 27. (15.)'Hope is the firft 
ftep towards recovery, and all the forrows of the 
ele£t. have hope in them, Ezra x. 2. (16.) The 
beginnings of grace are very fmall, poor, and un- 
promifing, Matth. xiii. 31. Ezek. xlvii. 3. 4. 5.. 

BU T the laft and principal ftep of my recovery 
from my wildernefs-condition, was by an acting 
of faith upon Jefus Chuift. Finding no reft in 
my refignation of myfelf above mentioned, I, with- 
nnfmall anxiety, confidered, what duty could be 

new 
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now a-wanting. The Spirit of God fuggefted to 
mej that I had all my life negleded the duty of belie- 
ving in CBHJt, on account of which he had fmit- 
ten me, in all the labours of mine hands, Hag. 
ii. 17. Heb. xi. 6.—I had thought, that none 
(hould believe but perfons who had fuch quali- 
fications, and fome fenfible manifeftation of God’s 
glory, to be the ground of it.—But now, the 
Lord Ihewed me from his word, particularly 
1 John iii. 23. John vi- 29. Rom. iv. 20. Numb, 
xx. 12. Pfal. Ixxviii. 32. 33. that it was the du- 
ty of me, and every hearer of the'gofpel, how- 
ever wicked or worthlefs, to believe in Chrift. I 
alfo got all my objections anfwered. I faw that 
faith is the gift of God, not a thing hammered 
out of our own bowels ; and that, by drawing and 
inviting men to believe, he gives them power to 
believe, as when he called on Lazarus to live and 
come forth.—I faw it could be no prefumption to 
obey God, or receive what he offers.—I faw, that 
though none will believe, but fuch as are fenfible 
of their own finfulnefs and mifery ; yet it is the 
offer of the gofpel, the call and command of God, 
not any qualifications, which give a right to be- 
lieve on, or come to Chrift, John v. 40. I faw 
that faith in Chrift. brings eftimation of him from 
himfelf; and that if I would believe, he would 
be precious to me.—I faw, that not the felt in- 
fluence of the drawing power of God, but his call 
in his word, was my warrant to believe, furer 
than even a voice from heaven, 2 Pet. i. 19.—I 
faw that the fruits of faith were not immediately 
tfifcernible, but by abiding in Chrift, Hof. vi. 2. 
John xv. 4. 5. I faw, that my. emptinefs aird 
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vilenefs made me the fitted perfon in the world 
for him, to glorify his grace in my falvation, 
Luke i. 53. 1 Tim. L 15. 16. 

The motives to believe, were alfo clearly pre- 
fented to my view. I faw how earned the Lord 
was with me, in commanding, inviting, befeech- 
ing, and threatening me; in (hewing me my du- 
ty, anfwering all my objections and long wait- 
ing on me. Rev. iii. 20. and Rom. iv. 8. ; that 
if I did not quickly believe, he would give up 
with me, Prov. i. 24—28. I faw the delightful 
nature of believing, as a receiving of Chrijl offered 
in his word, znA giving my heart to him, John i. 
12. Prov. xxiii. 26. I faw how pleafent and ac- 
ceptable faith is to God, and how detedable my 
unbelief, Luke xv. 7. Heb. xi. 6. I faw the hap- 
py fruits of faith, and the dreadful confequences 
of unbelief, Eph. ii. 8. Heb. ii. 3. and vi. 6. 
By his providence, particularly in the toffings of 
my own foul, the Lord alfo fo dmt me up, as 0- 
bliged me to effay believing in Chrid ; that, ac- 
cording to his word, he bare me a good-will, and 
would do me good, and help me in all things, 
Jobxiii. 15. Neverthelefs, it was not till after 
fourteen days of further druggling, that the Lord 
remarkably manifeded his love to my foul, and 
let me fee my fmcerity, in effaying to believe, 
Hof. vi. 1. 2. 

I concluded my believing to be truly fmcere and 
faving. (1.) It was wrought by the Lord him- 
felf, Eph. i. 19. 20. and ii. 8. Col. ii. 12. (2!) It 
was founded only on his word, Eph. ii. 20. (3.) ft 
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purified my heart, and made me prize and de- 
fire grace, chiefly to put honour on Chrift, Eph. 
i. 13. A£ls xv. 9. -i John iii. 3. {4.) It filled 
me with joy and peace, Rom. v. 2. 3. t Pet. i. 
8. (5.) It was preceded by deep difirefs and 
humiliation, Matth. xi. 28. (6.) It ftrengthened 
me to ferve God, Neb. viii. 10. Prov. xvii. 22.; 
and to pay my vows to him. (7.) It made Chrift 
precious to me, 1 Pet. ii. 7. My faith had ne- 
verthfelefs many defefts in it. (1.) I faw lefs of 
the power of God, in making me clofe with his 
promife, than in difcovering my duty, and in- 
clining me to believe; and Co there was a fad 
mixture of my ov/n operation in it. (2.) After 
believing, I refted much in my own att of faith, 
and drew comfort from it, inftead of refling up- 
on Chrift the obje£t of it. (3.) I knew better 
that believing was my duty, than what it really 
was to believe. (4.) I wanted diftindh views of 
Chrift in his offices, and the offers of him, and 
the grounds of believing in him, the covenant of 
grace, and its abfolute promifes. (5.) I did not 
diftin£tly clofe with Chrift’s perfon, but rather 
■with what he had done. (6.) I clofed with him 
for fpiritual, but not for temporal benefits. 
(7.) I expedled, that I would foon get fenfible 
livelinefs and comfort, without any mere fad 
trouble and perplexity. 

No doubt the Lord, by this difpenfation, in- 
tended to give me more clear and diftindl views 
of effeEhtal calling ; to teach me to live by faith, 
not by fenfe; to manifeft his love to me, Hof. 
■xi. 1.3 •, and to bring me to his fpiritual reft, Heb. 

iv. 
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iv. 3. By it I learned, that, (r.) No man can 
believe till he be effectually called by God, Rom. 
viii. 30. 1 Cor. i. 2. Jer. iii. 22 (2.) Believing 
in, and relliiig on Chrifl: for all things, is the im - 
mediate end of effectual calling, John vi. 28. 29. 
Matth. xxii. 3. 4. If. Iv. 1. (3.) God alone makes 
a finner to anfwer his own call, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
(4.) The outward call of the gofpel being born 
in upon the heart by the Holy Ghoft, renders it 
effectual, Hof. ii. 14. Jer. xxxi. 33. 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
(5.) God fo (lamps this call with his own autho- 
rity, as to mark it his own, John vi. 63. Eccl. 
viii. 4. (6.) This call is given by God’s own 
word, Rom. x. 16. 17. (7.) Faith is a cordial 
affent to, and particular application of God’s pro- 
mifes, giving Chrift and all his benefits, 1 Tim. 
i. 15. (8.) The command of God, the offer of 
the gofpel, and efpecially the gofpel declaration 
and promife, are the grounds of faith, Matth. xi. 
28. 2 Cor. v. 19. 20. 2r. (9.) Though it be the 
duty of all gofpel-hearers to believe in Chrift, and 
though preparatory qualifications give no right to 
Chrift; ye the is never effeClually revealed,till a foul 
find its own emptinefs, and want of felf-righteouf- 
nefs, Lukexiv. 21. 23. Matth. xi. 28. John ix. 
39. Prov. ix. 4.5. (10.) True humiliation for 
fin doth not confift in legal terrors.; and a hum- 
bled foul may have great fenfe of its own dead- 
tiefs, If. Ixiii. 17. Pfal. Ixxx. 18. (11.) A heart 
truly humbled, is affeCled with original corrup- 
tion and heart-plagues, John xvi. 9. (12.) All 
believers are not drawn to Chrift precifely in the 
fame manner. Some are brought to him under 
the influence of his revealed glory, Matth. xiii. 
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44.; fome under great fears of eternal ruin, A£ts 
if. 37. Heb. vi. 18.; fome under the fenfe of a 
dead, blind, and empty heart, Prov. ix. 4. Jer. 
x;xxi. 18. 19. Hof. xiv. 1.; fome, influenced by 
God’s command, defperately venture their falva- 
tk>n on Chrift alone, Jbbxiii. 15. j fome come to 
Chrift hanging on his promife, John vi. 37.; fome, 
overcome by his love, confent to a marriage-u- 
nion with him, Hof. ii. tp. 20. Eph. v. 25. Jer. 
xxxi. 33. and I. 5.; fome come to him in the way 
of looking to him, If. xlv. 22.; and others, by a 
kind of hoping in him for neceflary bleffings. 
(13.) Love on Chrift’s part, and then on our part, 
opens the heart to him, Hof. ii. 19. 20. Rom. x. 
10. (14.) In all right believing, the foul clofeth 
with the perfon of Chrift, as its principal, though 
net immediate objeft, Ilof. xiv. 3. Jer. 1. 5. Pfah 
xc. 1. (15) The whole life of a faint is a conti- 
nued converfion to God, in which he is more and 
more humbled, draws nearer to God in faith and 
love, and walks more and more clofely with him, 
Matth. xviii. 3. Luke xxii. 32. Prov. xxiii. 26. 
Song iv. 8. (16.) True faith ftrengthens, efta- 
blilheth, and fan&ifies. the heart, 1 John iii. 3. 
A£ts xv. 9. (17.) There may be true faith in the 
heart, though it do not manifeft itfelf to the per- 
fon in exprefs and diftinfit afts of believing, 
John xiv. 7. 8. A£ls xix 2. (18 ) Where-ever 
God begins a faving work, he will carry it on to 
perfection, Johnxiii. 7. Matth.xiii. 31. (19.) Real 
doling with Chrift, may be attended with much- 
felt deadnefs and hardnefs, If. Ixiii. 17. John v. 
40. and xi. 25. (20.) The kingdom of heaven 
pometh not with obfervation, John iv. 14. 

For 
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For aboat ten days my mind continued in 

peace, but the impreflion of joy decreafed. There- 
after, I gradually fell under a fearful cloud. (i.) The 
Lord much withdrew from me his comforting 
and quickening prefence. (2.) Having got my 
bands loofed, 1 imagined that I would not need 
to labour as formerly, Pfal. xxx. 6. (3.) Not 
finding peace and reft in God, I thought to find 
it in the world, as if Chiift alone could not have 
given me fufficient fatisfa£Hon. This made me, 
after many toffings, fufpeft that I had not truly 
clofed with Chrift ; and that all I had met with 
in religion was but delufion. (4.) Satan violent- 
ly tempted me, that, if there was a God, I was 
An atheift, who had never been convinced that 
there was a God j or that his word was true. A 
fenfible horror upon my fpirit attended this. 
(5.) Satan reprefented God to me, as one who 
had conceived hatred in his heart againft me, and 
Nvould take his opportunity to execute his vert- 
geance upon me. (6.) Hereon my remaining ha- 
tred of God revived, and raged; God was ter- 
rible to me, and his ordinances a burden and ter- 
ror; which occafionally increased my trouble. 
(7.) It heightened my forrows, that, within fifteen 
days, I had accefs to partake of the Lord’s fup- 
per: my dread of unworthy communicating on 
the one hand, and my proud averfion to hurt my 
reputation by forbearance, threw me into a fad 
cafe. (8.) On the Sabbath-morning, I was full 
of horror and atheiftical temptations; but Satan 
leaving me a little, I went to the Lord’s table, and 
there had atheiftical and cruel thoughts of God 
borne in on my mind. (9.} My trouble was in- 

C z creafed 
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creafed by my communicating; efpecially, as I' 
found it had gone fo well with others, while it 
went fo ill with me, Matth. viji. 11. 12. Athe- 
iflical thoughts, and obje£Hons againft the divine 
authority of the fcriptures, were fo violently ur- 
ged upon me, that fometimes I could not pray a 
word. And. I thought, that if the Lord would 
remove my fears, I would take that as a fuffi- 
cient evidence of his exiftence, and infinite 
power* 

(1.) Notwithstanding all my difcourage- 
ments, I prayed, read, and meditated ; and fome- 
times found feme healing thereby. (2.) I alfo 
retained a love to the people and. ways of God, 
and a diflike of his enemies, John xxi. 20. 
(3.) Being for fome time in the houfe of Mr Tho- 
mas Hog, his chearfiul and fpiritual converfation,. 
his difeourfes to me concerning temptations, his 
delightful explication of fcriptures, by taking no- 
tice of the. jy-- Views of emu's con- 
defeenfion and man’s (lubborpnefs, and his pray- 
ers, were of great ufe to quiet my.fpirit. (4.) But, 
when I left his houfe, my temptations returned 
lipon me more violently than ever. In my extre- 
mity, I begged of the Lord, that, if he really ex- 
ifted, he would prove it to me, by removing my 
dreadful diftrefs that night. That very riiglir; 
while I was muling on tht. arguments in fupport 
of the divine authority of the fcriptures, the Lord, 
by his Spirit, led me to fee, tharmy inability to 
prove his being, or the veracity of his word, was 
no evidence at all againft: them ; and that he had 
given fufficient eviun;c of both, againft which no 
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fto objsft'ons could avail. This compofed my 
foul £ and after about fix months of a fpiritual 
dead-throw, I had a dawning of about three 
months continuance. 

In this difpenfation, the Lord intended, (i.)To 
manifeft his own condefcenfion and love. (2.) To 
Cure me of my atheifm, by a marvellous exertion 
of his power. (3.) To awaken me out of my 
carnal fecurity, and hinder me from indulging it 
in time to come, Phil. iii. 13. 14. (4.) To dif- 
cover my wickednefs, mifery, and weaknefs, 
When given up to myfelf, Hof. ix. ia. (5.) To 
put me out of conceit with legal terrors. (6.) T6 
mortify me to extraordinary enlargements; as 
terrible diftrefs always followed them in my cafe. 
(7.) To rebuke me for my ignorance of the ob- 
je& of faith, and my readinefs to believe Satan ; 
and for my thinking it finful to ftrengthen and 
comfort my foul. 

From it I learned, that, (r.) Weak faith can- 
not endure violent temptations, Matth. viii. 25. 
i6. (2.) Much of God in particular providen- 
ces, is never learned till afterward, John xiii. 7. 
Deut. viii. 3. (3.) As Satan feeks to undermine, 
fo the Lord powerfully teacheth his people fun- 
damental principles of religion, Matth. xvi. 17. 
1 Cor. Xii. 3. (4.) No evidence, merely ration- 
al, can convince of, or cure atheifm, Matth. xvi. 
*7- If. Ivii. 19. (5.) Fears-, produced in faints by atheiflieal temptations, efpecially proceed from 
their fufpefHng themfelves to be Atheifts.(6.) God 
tfftablilheth his people by thofc very means, by 

G 3- which' 
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v/liich Satan labours to (hake them loofe, Gen. 
1 20. Pfa!. cxix. 71. (7.) However bad the cafe 
of our foul be, we ought nevpr to defpair. 
(8.) The devil ordinarily makes a great noife be- 
fore he be driven out of his principal (trong-holds. 
(9.) An evil umler. which a man mourns, and 
is burdened, will never damn him. (10.) The: 
Lord is mod ready to help, when didrefs is come 
to an extremity, Deut. xxxii. 36. If. xlj. 17. 
(it.) In this woiid, wre ought to look for one; 
dorm after another, John xvi. 33. Heb. iv. 9. 
(12.) All the troubles of faints prepare the way 
for gracious deliver aitcesr Pfa I*, xxxiv. 17. 19. 21. 
(13.) God afiliifls his people, only, in proportion; 
to the drength which he giveth them, If. xxvii. 3. 
(14.J Violent temptations feldom lad long, Rev. 
xii. 12. (15.) To fix his people in fpintual con- 
cerns, the I.ord ordinarly fird tries them in fpi- 
rituals. (id.) Beginners in religion help Satan 
much, by their refufing fpiritual comforts. (17.) It 
is not means, but the Lord’s concurrence with 
them, that relieves didreded fouls, Hof. i. 7. 
Matth. iv. 4. (18.) God mud bend the will, as 
well as perfuade the mind, in order to make one 
believe and accept relief. (19.) Pride and dub- 
fcornnefs under diftrefs, are the very life and 
fling of it. Jam. iv. 6. (20.) Mercies too pe- 
remptorily alked, feldom do real good, Pfal. 
Ixxviii. 29. (21.) Extraordinary enjoymentSr 
ought not to be anxioufiy dedred, as much ad>- 
yerfity attends them, Eccl. vii. 14. (22.) True 
grace, even at its weaked, will make fome ap- 
pearance, Mic. vii. 9. (23.) God fometimes 
grants deliverance to his people, when they are very 
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»sry little prepared for it. (24.) Satan perplex.- 
eth fouls, not fo much by attempting to difprove 
divine truths, as by urging them to demonftrate 
them, in oppofition tdjiis obje£tions. 

Mr pride, and hafty pufhing of my deliver- 
ance,. foon iflued in a fad fpiritual decay, of two 
years continuance. Being much abroad, and ter- 
ribly cmbarrafled, by real or pretended claims on 
my worldly eftate, I loft the fpiritual livelinefs I 
hadattatned^ omitted, or carelefslyperformed, the 
fecret duties of religion ; fpent my time unprofit- 
ahly, nay, in fbolilh and finful diverfions^ or the 
Kke. My guilt herein was the greater, as the 
Lord was then loudly calling to mourning, on 
pccpunt of the overthrow of our covenanted re- 
fprmjtiort, ^nd the terrible eruption of all marv 
ner of wiclcednefs, through, the whole king- 
dom. 

No doubt God permitted this fall, to manifeft 
to me the evil of.the world, and ft? concerns ; 
to render me more humble apsl eautip.ws affeer- 
yrar4s, by the remembrance of my rpifpe.nt time, 
Hof. rx. 1. If. xxxyiii. 15. i and that he might 
ounifeft his own love to me, in fparing me in my 
fins, Ezek. xx. 8. ; in preferring fome fpiritual 
life in.me, and upholding my fpirit, Deut. viii. 
*5.16. j and at laft delivering me. And from it I 
learned,, that, (t-J The vyickednefs and power of 
indwelling corruption inconceivably great, and 
needs much to be watched. (2.) The evils which 
befal God’s beloved faints, fliould make us walk 
in fear and trembling, 2, Chron. xxxii. 36,. (3.) All 

the 
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the ways of the Lord are mercy and truth to fherfv 
that fear him, Pfal. xxv. 10, (4.) The frowns 
of the world are much better than its fmiles, 
Prov. i. 32. (5.) God will not fuffer fin to go 
unpuniihed in bis faints, Amos iii. 2. (6 ) Ncr 
means will recover a backflider, fill ChrifTs hour 
come, Jer. ii. 20. 22. (7.) Prayer and medita- 
tion are of great ufe to keep in fpiritual life, Heb. 
xi. 6. Job xxi. 15. (8.) God’s mercies ordinari- 
ly correfpond to his people’s diligence in proper 
means. (9.) To wean his people from this world, 
and excercife their graces, they have all tribula- 
tion allotted them in this world. (10.) Rafh con* 
clufions, that we have no faving interefi in God, 
produce much evil, and tend to draw the foul 
from him. (it.) Affurance of our intereft irt 
God doth not flow from our holy walking, but it 
is. proportionable to it- 

BEiNGcome home, and exceedingly afHi£fed 
with the remembrance of mifpent time-, and a* 
larmed with the appearance of outward troubles 
coming upon me, I fef apart fome time for folemn 
humiliation, and dedication of myftlf ta God; 
On this occafion, the Lord manifefted to me the 
dreadful nature of unbelief, as the worft of all 
fins, and fource of apoftacy from God ; and 
powerfully determined and enabled me to apply 
Jefus Chrift to my foul. By this my fears were 
difpelled, my inward corruptions weakened ; and 
from that day, and forward, I never had the 
fmalleft inclination to play at cards. After this, 
I found more wifdonv and a&ivity in managing 
my civil bufmefs ^ I found the Lord fupporting me 
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tne under* or delivering me from affiiftions; I 
found affli£tions‘doing me good ; I got more di- 
ftinct views of the covenant of grace ; I began a- 
gain to write diaries, and to walk more clofely 
and circumfpe£Uy with God ; I was led to medi- 
tate on more fuhilantial truths than formerly ; I 
more perceived the purity of my ends and-a£lion§ ; 
the fcriptures were better underftood by me, and 
more fweet to me. But thefe things were much 
checked, by my profperity in fome civil affairs, 
and by my being (hut up to much company with 
fome carnal friends. 

Observe, (i.J Faith is the/m'ncr}>a/grace of 
a Chritlian, by which he lives, If. lv. 3. EUb. ii. 
4. Gal. ii. 20. (2.) It is wrought by the power 
of God, Eph. ii. 8. Col. ii. 12. (3 ) San&ifi- 
cation is greatly promoted by the exercife of faith, 
i Pet. i. 5. Mark ix. 9. 23. (4.) Chrift conti- 
nues to perfeft whatever good work he hath be- 
gun, Phil. i. 6 (5 ) rau’i, ZT.d ???•*■* CthCT 
grace, are but imperfccl at firfl^, Matth. yiii. 31. 
(6 ) God often delivers, in a way contrary to thpt 
which his people expect, 2 Kings 11. Prov. 
iii. 5. If. Iv. 8. (7.) The exercife of faith dQtb, 
in order of nature, precede ihat of other graces, 
John vi. 29. Jer. xxxi. ly- (8.) It is vain to e*. 
pe£t uninterrupted growth in grace. Chrift, by. 
renovation of fpiritual life, lays new obligations 
on his people. If. xxxiii. 24. 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
(9.) Setting apart of days for extraordinary, humi- 
liation or thankfgiving, are very neceflary for the 
prefemuon ami growth of the Chriitian life. I. 

do 



'34 MEMOIRS of 
do not know how perfons can be Chriftians witb- 
cm it. 

I had not been long delivered out of one trou- 
ble, when I, uncxpeftedly, fell into another. By 
entering rafhly into a law-fuit with fome of niy 
relations ; by lodging in an inn, and wanting pro- 
per company, I again grew remifs, dull, and un- 
tender : but, by taking up my lodging with one 
of the perfecuted minifters, his godly converfa- 
tlon, and fpiritual fermons, were much blefied 
for my revival. Particularly upon Sabbath-day* 
when I w'as under great deadnefs, the Lord dif- 
covered to me my gracious eftate, and the fad* 
miftakes which had kept me fo much in fpiritual 
bondage. About this time alfo, I had fome ex- 
traordinary vifits from the Lord, in prayer and 
reading of the fcriptures. [Coming fouth, I be- 
came too familiar with fome Quakers and their 
books, which threatened to enfnare ir.s * but up- 
Oh Committing my ftaggering fpirit to God, in fo- 
lemn prayer, he made me clearly perceive their 
delufion. I faw that there was nothing commend- 
able about them, which our own principles did 
not require. I obferved, that they were more zea- 
lous for fpreading their own opinions, than for 
gaining men toChrift; that their pretended in- 
ward direCdion of the fpirit, was a device of Sa- 
tan for reje&ing the fcriptures ; that they denied 
the fovereignty of God, in maintainingyra-w;//; 
that they depended on their own works for therr 
juftificafion and happinefs; that their rejection 
of a {landing miniftry, and dated ordinances, was 
a devililh device, to draw men from the fimpli- 

citjT 
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city of the gofpel; that they walked by feelings, 
not by faith ; and that their profelytes were or- 
dinarily old jaded profeflbrs, who never had found 
any fatisfying fweetnefs in religion.] 

About this time, 1663,1 left off hearing the 
eftablilhed Epifcopalian clergy. I found, that at 
firft, their fermons did me no good ; and then, 
that they did me ill, in rendering my frame more 
lifelefs. Upon examination, I found that, the 
grounds alledged for hearing them were infuffi- 
cient; that no church had power to chufe for 
minifters, fuch as God had forbidden in his word ; 
and that the true church did not confilt fo much 
in the multitude, as in the Jerious prGfeJJors ©f the 
truths of God. As I was going to hear them 
one day, terror of mind obliged me to return 
back.. I earneftly begged of God, that if he were 
difpleafed with my going, that he would be with 
me in private: foon after which, I gained more 
life and knowledge of God in one afternoon of 
the Sabbath, in private, than I had done for a 
whole year before. I obferved, that the moft of 
the godly and tender Chrillians were leaving them; 
and that the Lord bellowed his extraordinary in- 
fluences on fuch as did. I looked on hearing of 
them, as an hardening of them in their wicked 
courfes, and an owning of them as ambafladors 
of Chrill. I perceived it duty to take part with 
the poor people of God/^for not hearing them. 
After a day fet apart for folemn confultation of 
the Lord, in this matter, I found the duty of 
giving up with fuch hearing more abundantly 
cleared to me* 

B? 
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By the badnefs of my tides, my father’s fure» 

tiftiip for others, and leaving me fo young, and 
by the unfiulfulnefs and negligence of my tutors 
and agents, and by the undutifulnefs of my 
friends, and the injuftice of the times, my whole 
eftate was wrefted from me, or like to be fq. But, 
as God himfelf permitted, and had the fovereign 
management in all this, my own fins chiefly pro- 
cured it. He, no doubt, intended, (i.) To cor- 
re£l me for my carnality, arrd defire of outward 
greatnefs and comfort, my faithleflhefs in dealing 
with others, my negle& to acknowledge him in 
all my ways, my pride and ftoutnefs of heart, 
rriy breaches of my folemn vows, my incorrigible- 
nefs under ordinances, convictions, and lefieT 
judgments; to humble me on account of them, 
and reform me from them, If. xxviii 9. Deut. 
vlii. 2. (2.) To wean me from the world, friends, 
and relations, Hof. ii. 6. 7. Mic. ii. 10. (3.) To 
give me experience of his love, in fupporting me 
under, and delivering me from thefe troubles, 
Rom. v. 3. 4. 5. Deut. viii. 15. 16. (4.) To fit 
me to direCt and comfort others in their afflic- 
tions, 2 Cor. i. 4. (5.) To caufe me more ear- 
neftly defire and feek himfelf, If. xxvi. 8. (6.) To 
keep me from dying out, or fleeping, If. xxxviii. 
16. (7.) To exercife and increafe my faith and 
patience. Jam. i. 2. 3. (8 ) To preferve me from 
the fnares to which rich men are expofed in this 
evil time, Prov. i. 32. Pfal. Iv. 19. and cxix. 
71- 

Prom this trouble, I learned, that, (i.) Out- 
ward profperity puffs up the heart, Deut. xxxii. 
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15. (2.) As a man thrives in this world, fo 
hath he friends in it, Lam. i. 8. Eztk. xvi. 37. 
(3.) When God afflidls, he is in good earneft, 
Ezek. ii. 4. 5. 1 Sam. Mi. 12. Jef. iv. 12. and yi. 
19. (4.) God muft fometimes make his ftroke 
heavy, and his furnace hot. (5.) All faints may 
expeft trouble in this world, John xvi. 33. A&s 
xiv. 22. (6.) No means can deliver us out of 
trouble, till God’s time come, Jer. xlvi. ir. 
(7.) The troubles of the people of God fometimes 
lalt very long, Pfal. xiii. 1. (8.) Want of good 
company is a great lofs, and a fad Rep towards 
apoftacy, Eccl. iv. 10. (9.) The company of 
lively Chriftians, is a bleffed means of begetting, 
maintaining, and reftoring fpiritual life, 1 Pet. 
iii. 1. Eccl. iv. 9. 10. 11. 12. (10.) It Is one of 
the greateft curies, for a man to get his will and 
defires in this world. (11.) The Lord will not let 
pride go unpunilhed in his own people, Jam. iv. 
6. 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. (12.) Good is rarely got 
by affli£Hons at the firft, Hof. ii. 6. 7. If. Ivii. 
17. (13.) All the affli&ions of the faints are 
fanftified to them; Heb. xii. 1 r. (14.) The good 
which God doth to his people is not prefently 
feen, Hof. ii. 3. John xiii. 7. Jer. xxiii. 20. 
(15.) God mingles much mercy with his rods. 
If. xxvii. 8. Pfal. cxxxviii. 3. (16.) Saints cor- 
ruptions, as well as their graces, are much ex- 
ercifed under troubles. (17.) The beginning of 
a Chriftian’s warfare is hardeft, Deut. viii. 3. 16. 
(18.) A proud murmuring heart makes afflidions 
more painful and heavy. (19.) God’s love is 
more feen, in comforting and ftrengthening un- 
der trouble, than in delivering from it, Luke xii. 

D 32*; 
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32. (m) God is the only Comforter of hia 
people under affli&ions. 

Being in this forfaken and deftitute condition, 
the Lord himfelf befriended me. (1.) He re- 
frelhed my foul with views of Chrift’s compaffion 
to me, of his being the kind Manager of all my 
concerns, and of the happy iflue of my troubles, 
and the like. (2.) He enabled me, fometimes, 
to pour out my heart before him, and commit my 
cafe to him. (3.) He remarkably difentangled 
me from the procefles railed againft me. (4.) He 
made me to revive and increafe in faith, llrength, 
and diligence in holy converfation. I was efpe- 
cially enlightened in the nature of faith, and in 
the exterJy freedom, and excellency of the covenant 
of grace, as making all the bleffings of grace and 
glory my own. 

Nevertheless, by Satan’s tempting me t<* 
doubt of all my evidences and comforts, as the 
comfortable fenfe of them remained fo fhort time 
upon my fpirit ; and by my going from home, 
and being much among carnal men, and indul- 
ging a proud efteem of myfelf, and defpifing o- 
thers, I fell into another decay, which continued 
from the end of 1664 to the end of 1665. But, 
in his own time, by opening up the covenant of 
grace to me more clearly than ever, by my fa- 
mily-difcourfes on the firft eleven chapters to the 
Romans, by private falls, by converfe with live- 
ly Chriftians, and by abounding more in daily fe- 
cret prayer, the Lord remarkably revived me; and 
the longer I travelled in his way, I found it the 

more 
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more heartfome, even though my outward trou- 
bles continued. 

Observe, (t.) When all the world forfake 
his people, the Lord takes them up, Hof. xiv. 3. 
(2.) When the church is in diftrefs, her true 
members have diftrefs along with her. (3.) In 
trouble, God chiefly manifefts his love, by fup- 
porting and comforting under it. (4.) Divine 
comforts render outward troubles eafy. (5.’) God- 
linefs hath the advantages of this life, as well as 
of that which is to come. (6.) A true Chiiftiari- 
life hath many changes, living and dying, rejoi- 
cing and forrowing, growing and decaying. (7.) It 
is never a vain thing to feek the Lo;d. (8.) A 
Chriftian grows or decays, as his faith doth. 
(9.) Meditation on the covenant of grace, the 
gofpel, Chrift, and faith, avails much to pro- 
mote famSHfication. (10.) Cheerfully to lofe the 
favour of the world, and bear the reproach of 
Chrift;, is very profitable to fouls. (11.) God is 
never kinder to his people, than when they are 
under great affii&ions. (12.) God firft teacheth 
his people to bear trouble, and then delivers them 
from it. ✓ (13.) There is no perfettion here, ei- 
ther in holinefs or comfort. 

Notwithstanding my late deliverance, j 
was foon plunged into fearful fpiritual trouble, 
for about ten weeks. Obferving that inward grace 
was called the divine nature> 1 concluded, that 
there was no fuch glorious thing about me. I 
found no evidence of grace in me, againft which 
there were not ftrong obje£Hons. 1 found my- 
i' £>2 feif 
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'felf averfe to comply with hard duties, and fo not 
to have a refpeft to all God’s commandments. 
The terriblenefs of a natural ftate was repre- 
fented to me. I apprehended God as clothed 
with fury. Satan violently tempted me to hard 
thoughts of God, and to believe that I had hither- 
to met with nothing but delufion. In fearching 
out the caufes of my trouble, I thought it was 
certainly fomething more than any particular 
fault. My melancholy temper, and want of 
company, helped on my trouble. I never more 
earneflly {trove to keep clofe to God by faith. I 
had a deep impreffion of divine things. Yet I 
was weary of my life. I could not endure to 
think of feeling fuch power and work of God, 
as could produce a faving change in me. Prayer 
and reading were a terror to me before I applied 
to them *, and then they were fometrmes fweet. 
Satan violently urged me to fome ftridd and un- 
feafonable duties, that he might ruin my body and 
foul at once. 

But at laft the Lord gracioufly delivered me- 
(1.) lie enabled me calmly to confider matters ; 
and to find, that I bad been difquieted without 
proper grounds, (z.) He enabled me to refolve 
to continue praying, and looking up to God, ne- 
ver to defpair, but alway to truft and depend on 
him y and to be humble and fubmiflive to his will, 
be the iflue as it would. (3.) He kept me clofe 
to prayer, reading, and meditation, as his in/ti- 
tuted means of grace, and made me find feme 
comfort in them. (4.) By his word, he fugged- 
ed to my foul, that it was good for me to hope. 
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and quietly wait for the falvation of God. (5.) He 
ftiewed me, that the %>irit of bondage v.'as not 
good in itfelf. (6 ) He fhewed me, that it was 
Satan who tempted me to hard thoughts of God, 
and to give over duties, or attempt unfeafon- 
able duties* plainly beyond my ft’rengfh. (y.) In 
a ferious, and thorough examination of my ifate, 
by the word of God, I found the marks of my 
fincerity to-be valid, and the obje&iohs which had 
been flatted agaittft them, to be inconciufiVe. 
(8.) By mamfefting:my wickednefs* and his own 
fovereignty, wifdom, and infinite holinefs, to mer the Lord made me calmly fubmifilve-to his will. 
(9) By feme encouraging ctonfidefations, which 
I drew up for myfelf, he often comforted me in 
my dark hours.- (ro.)’By feme motives to dili- 
gence, which I drew up, I found my-foul often 
awakened and excited, (n.) The Lord rematk- 
ab’y dire&ed me, in the difficult duty of repro- 
ving others for their fins •, and I faw,' that my 
former unwillingnefs to it, of flight'performance 
of it, had p/oceeded, not from my. weaknefs, but 
fVotn ray ignorance and unbelief. (12.) I difcerh- 
ed much mercy and kindnefs of God, in fanfti- 
fying my preftnt trouble to me.- But, I 
found moll benefit, by a more full difeovery of 
Chrift, the gofpel, covenant- of grace, and its 
promifes, particularly, 1 Tim i. 15. John ill. 17. 
Pfal. Ixv. 5. Roni; x 4. I Gor. i. 30. John xy. j<5.; by which 1 clearly perceived, that nothing in man 
is the firfl ground of hope of defpair j that the 
whole ground of hope is in Chrilt alone; that 
finners have right to abfolute prorr.ifes, as the 
ground of their faith ; that Chrifl is related to 
jnen asJitners, not as whole or righteous; that 

D 3 Chrifl: 
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Chrift came only to fhew mercy, John iii. T7. } 
that all falvation depends on Chrift’s good-will} 
that God himfelf forms finners fecurijj for hap- 
pinefs, 1 Cor. i. 30. If. xlii. 6.; that God be- 
ftows this right freely and absolutely; that no- 
thing damns gofpel-hearers but unbelief. 

No doubt God tryfted me with thefe difpenfa- 
tions, (1.) To try, exercife, and ftrengthen my 
faith, which had never been fo lively in its ex- 
ercife before. (2.) To imprefs my mind more 
deeply with the things of God. (3.) To difcover 
to me the danger of the pleafures, profits, and 
honours of the world, and bring me to a com- 
pliance with the crofs of Chrift, as a thing, in 
which mod fafety and quietnefs are found. 
{4.) To acquaint me with Satan’s devices to hin- 
der the work of fan£lification, and the miftakes 
of my own heart in it. (5.) To make me e- 
fteem the Scriptures, and walk more clofely by 
them. (6.) To Air me up to be more profitable 
to the fouls of others. (7.) To eaufe me live en- 
tirely off my felf and fenfe, and on Chrift alone, 
as given in his word. And indeed I became 
more fettled than formerly, and much eftablifb- 
td in faith, patience, humility, and duty. 

From them I learned, that, (1.) Soul-trouble, 
though not good in itfelf, hath fometi mes a fweet- 
»efs in it, as attended with fubmiffion to God. 
(2.) When God appears angry, every thing ap- 
pears terrible. (3.) The comforts of the world 
are dangerous. (4.J In all diftrefs, it is profit- 
able to pray, and ufe other means of grace. (5.) It 

’ is 
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is never fafe, rafhly, to admit fuggeflions or ap* 
prehenfions. (6.) Want of good, and having of 
bad company, are very diftrefsful to an exercifed 
foul. (7.) Soul-trouble hath its ebbings and 
flowings. (8.) We fhould alway furrender our- 
felves to God’s dire&ion and difpofal. (9.) Living 
by faith on Chrift alone, and at a dillance from 
the world, is the bed mean of fpiriiual fettlc- 
ment. (10.) No foul-trouble will cure all evils 
perfe&ly. 

By my above trouble, which ended with the 
year 1665, I was made more diligent, in devifing 
and endeavouring to do fpiritual good to others ; 
in inftru&ing, and praying with, and for them; 
more ftri£t and tender in my own converfation ^ 
more acquainted with fpiritual exercifes, Satan’s 
devices, and the miftakes of my own heart; more 
deeply imprefled with the matters of God and 
falvation ; more fettled and eftablilhed on Chrift; 
more meekened in fpirit ; more weaned from the 
world, and inclined to the crofs of Chrift; and 
more diligent in reading, meditation, and prayer, 
and ftriving againft my inward lulls. Much 
drofs, however, ftill remained. I was plagued 
with a flothful indifpofition to religious duties •, 
I a&ed towards God, under a great deal of legal 
fear, rather than from faith and love ; I had an 
eftranging averfion from God and heaven; I had 
a ftrong inclination towards the world; I had 
much remaining deadnefs and ignorance, which 
iflued in idle words, vain thoughts, excefs in the 
ufe of lawful comforts, pride, and departing from 
God: but, by means of trouble on my body, by 
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a careful obfervadon of God’s providences, by- 
diligence in religious duties, by letting apart times’ 
for extraordinary falling and humiliation, by me- 
ditation on the law and gofpel, by an earned ftu- 
dy of patience, and univerfal relignation to the 
will of God, by converfe with lively Chriftians^ 
and by writing my own experiences of the Lord’s 
dealings with my foul; fundry of thefe remaining 
evils remarkably decreafed- 

G H A P. IT. 
€>f more general concerns of his Spiritual eflatt 

and condition. 
I. Notwithstanding all that the Lord 

hath: done, there remain many fad evils, which 
continually afflnSl me ; fuch as, (t.) That diftance 
which the Lord keeps from me, in prayer, provi- 
dences, commands* threatenings, or promifes* 
Prov. xxx. 2. 3. (2.) The fcanty manifellations' 
of his love to my foul, Sandlification, light, 
life, and comfort, are but fparingly bellowed oh 
me. (3.) Much feeurityi and lightnefs of fpirit 
in fpiritual things. (4.) I can feidom attain be- 
lieving, and joyful thoughts of heaven. (5.) In 
clofing v/ith Chrill, I cannot cordially, fully, and 
clearly, give up myfelf to him alone, for ever- 
more •, but am therein plagued with much heart- 
leiTnefs, double-mindednefs, confufion, and ig- 
norance. (6.) I am much difpofed to go about 
to eftablilh roy own righteoufnefs, and to reft my- 
hopes and-happinefs partly upon it. (7.) I much 
want the power and demonllration of the Spirit, 

in 
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in praying, and fpeakin^Tof fpiiitual things. 
(8.) Though I find indirect, and material re- 
turns of prayer; yet I find not dirett, plain, and 
particular ones. (9.) Want of God’s bleffing on 
my labours, to dratf others to himfelf. (10.) I 
cannot patiently wait and depend upon God, till 
the end of a trouble come. (1 !•) I cannot attain 
to a particular, full, and clear perfuafion, of ob- 
taining the mercies which I afk from God. (12 ) I 
cannot get free of the fear of man, which leads 
me into many finful negletts, which are after- 
wards very afflicting to my foul. (13.) I can- 
not attain to a watchful, felf-diffident, fearing 
frame, under fpiiitual enlargements. (14-) I can 
never carry rightly in public company, or when 
about public bufinefs, but 'my foul is hurt there- 
by. (15.) The gofpel, and its promifes, do not fo 
abundantly fatisfv me, as to make me rejoice ‘with 
joy un/peakable, and pull of glory. (15.) I can ne- 
ver keep my refolutions, to walk clofely with 
God in peace ; but have daily challenges for fuch 
fins, as I might have prevented, had I been 
watchful. (17.) I am much unwilling, and in- 
difpofed to religious duties, though I ordinarily 
find delight in them. (18.) I do not generally 
grow, and go forward in the ways of God; but, 
after all the pains which God takes on me, I 
find the fame ignorance, deadnefs, indifpofition, 
and unprofitablenefs, as before. (19 ) I get 
little light, comfort, or ftrength, from public or- 
dinances ; pray, watch, and prepare as I will. 
(20.) 1 find a great unwillingnefs to glorify God 
publicly, or labour to profit the fouls of others ; 
and that 1 little go about it in the faith of his 

blefflng 
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bleffing it. (21.) Though I have a weak opi- 
nion of divine truths, and love to them, I find r.ot 
God, by a mighty power, revealing and perfua- 
ding me of them. 

II. I am, neverthelefs, learning and stu- 
dying, (i.) To live by the conftant exercife of 
faith, and not by either carnal or fpiritual fenfe. 
(2.) Conftantly to fubmit to the Lord’s will, in 
crofling mine. (3.) To exercife a calm and Hea- 
dy patience under all my trials. (4.) To read 
God’s love in my worft evils, defertions, heart- 
plagues, difappointments, afflictions. (5.) To 
call out flavifli fear, and proud felfifhnefs, out of 
my heart, and beat in true evangelical principles. 
{6.) To clofe with Chrift more fully, love him 
more fervently, walk with him more clofely, 
and entertain kindly and familiar thoughts of 
God in him. (7.) To mortify my efteem of, 
and inclim.tion to worldly things. (8.) To be 
fober and moderate, in all my affections and a£t- 
ings. (9.) To obferve God’s providences, in their 
caufes. ends, and my duty with refpe<5l to them i. 
and efpecially to fee God’s wifdom, hoiinefs, and 
Jove, in them (io.) To be profitable to others, 
in the molt advantageous manner. (11.) To er- 
ercife thankfulnefs to God for all his mercies, 
as pledges of heaven, and purchafed with the 
blood of Chrift, (12.) To know the glories 6f 
heaven, and draw my confolation therefrom. 
(13.) To make Chrift my All in all ; my 
wifdom, righteotifnefs, fan£tification, and re- 
demption. (14.) To depend on God, in outward 

ftraits; 
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ftraits *, and rebommend all tilings to him ; and 
believe on him for deliverance, 

III. Notwithstanding my complaints of 
unfruitfulnefs, I find fome fpiritual growth in 
me. (1.) lam helped to improve time and op- 
portunities, of doing or getting good, better than 
formerly. (2.) I find more fobriety and tempe- 
rance, with refpebl to meat, drink, recreations, and 
company ; and more ftrength againft and hatred 
to fin. (3.) I have more notional and experimen- 
tal knowledge of fome neceflary truths relative to 
God, to Chrift, the covenant of grace, faith, 
fan^lification, deceits of Satan, wickednefs, and 
iniftakes of my own heart, tsV. (4.) I am more 
diligent in prayer, meditation, and reading of the 
fcriptures, and in extraordinary devotions. (5.) My 
faith, being more purely founded on the word 
of God, a£fs more vigoroufly in oppofition to ob- 
je&ions and difcouragements. (6.) I more love 
and efteem the Lord Jefus Chrift, mourn more 
bitterly for his abfence, defire him more ardent- 
ly, and fee more love and lovelinefs in him. (7.) I 
am more patient under trouble. (8.) I am more 
grave, watchful, and circumfpe£l, in my con- 
verfation. (9.) I have more kindly uptakings of 
God in Chrift, and more familiar acquaintance 
with him, particularly in his love. (10.) lean 
bear heavier burdens of trouble, or go through 
more difficult work. (11.) I enjoy more diftinift 
anfwers of my prayers. (12.) My heart is more 
weaned from this world. (13.) I have more fe- 
rious and deep apprehenfions of God’s law, and 
of fin, of hell, heaven, and eternity. (14.) I 

have 
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have left off feveral faihionable fins, to which I 
was much addi&ed. (15.) My pride is fenfibly 
mortified. (t6.) I am more fpiritual and evan- 
gelical in my works, a£ling from regard to God’s 
command, relying on his ftrenglh, confident of, 
and thankful for his acceptance. (17.) I fee and 
ohferve more of God, and his ways, and am more 
inftru&ed by my obfervations. Yet my wants 
and imperfections are fo great, my fpots fo foul, 
and my fins fo many, as make me often fear 
there be no real work of grace in me. 

IV.^Satan hath exceedingly laboured to per- 
fuade^at I am unconverted, from the following 
grounds. (1.) That I had not experienced that 
diftindt, orderly, and deep work of preparation, 
at my firft eonverfion, which is defcribed in Prac- 
tical books. (2.) That my way of walking with 
the Lord was very uneven, unfettled, and unpro- 
fitable. (3.) That my conceptions of God, hea- 
ven, and hell, and other divine things, were 
fearfully dark, hellifli, and carnal. (4 ) That 
my foul had feldom clearly, and diftinCtly, and 
with its whole heart, fully received Chrift, ac- 
quiefced in the method of falvation, and cove- 
nanted with God. (5.) That I had but unkindly 
apprehenfions of God in Chrift, as a firanger, 
rather than as my father> friend, and hujhand. 
(6.) That all my enlargements, vifitations, light, 
and change of heart, are but common mercies, 
not proceeding from God’s fpecial love. (7.) That 
the mercies which I received from God, came 
to me, not as the anfwer of my prayers, or as the 
tefult of my patient waiting, but as it were by 

chance j 
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chance ; my b~ft mercies often tryfting with my 
worft frames. (8.) That the Lord behaves to me 
as an enemy, croffing my inclinations in almoft 
every thing. (9.} That my prayers are not plain- 
ly and dire&ly anfwered. (10.) That I want Chri- 
ftian compaffion, to the fpiritual condition of 
my unconverted relations, and ignorant, profane, 
or formal neighbours. (11.) That I am foindifpo- 
fed to religious duties ; unwilling to enter ot* 
them, heartlefs in them, and glad when they are 
over, (ta.) That I want fufficient courage to 
comply with difficult duties ; as plain and free 
reproof, efpecially of the great; or plain-dealing 
with my acquaintance, as to their-fpiritual con- 
cerns. (13.) That I do not long forh;aven, not 
rejoice in the expectations of k; and fo it doth 
not feem to be my treafure. (14.) That my re- 
ligious growth is fo indifcernible. (*5.) That 
blindnefs, hardnefs, pride, carnality, and other 
fins, remain in me, in fuch an high degree: 
(16.) That I enjoy not the Lord himfelf in ordi- 
nances. (17.) That my thoughts of fin, hell,, 
and heaven, do not produce lively impreffions in 
my foul. (18.) That fpiritual pride runs through 
all my aCtions, even the molt fpiritual. (rp.) That 
my heart is fo ftrangely divided, between the Lord 
and my idols. (20.) That my fervites are fo 
difproportionate to my rule, or the fervices of 
other faints. All thefe objections 1 have fe- 
rioufly confidered; and find, that in fo far as thtey> 
are applicable to me, they do not manifeft my ut- 
ter want of grace, however much they may-mai- 
nifeft the fad weaknefs of my grace, and ftren-gth 
of my corruption. 

V. Otf E 



MEMOIRS of 5© 
V. On the other hand, I find in myfelf the 

following marks of a real regeneration after 
the image of God. (i.) A continued efteem, 
love of, and defire after God in Chrift above all 
things, gifts, faints, duties, graces, and fpiritual 
joys not excepted, i Pet. ii. 7. (2.) Real and fer- 
vent love to the faints as fuch, 1 John iti. 14. 
(3.) My heart is engaged to the fervice of Chrift, 
accounting it moft glorious and profitable, and 
mourning over my own unprofitablenefs, to his 
glory, 1 John iii. 16. John xv. 14. (4.) I find, 
upon the moft ferious examination, that the 
word of God teftifies the reality of my grace, 
Pfal. xcvi. 13. If. viii. 20. Rom. ii. 2. (5.) I 
find, that when I conclude myfelf unconverted, 
my heart is drawn from God, and weakened to 
duty: and when I conclude fny ftate gracious, my 
heart is enlarged, hates fin, and is difpofed to 
duty. (6.) By anfwering all my obje£Hons, 
clearly and fully, the Lord hath made me believe 
on the Lord Jefus for all that 1 need ; and I e- 
fteem conformity to, and enjoyment of God, the 
greateft mercy, Hof. xiv. 2. (7.) Storms of 
temptation have not deftroyed, but been means 
of ftrengthening my faith, love, patience, and 
obedience, Luke vi. 48. (8.) The Lord hath, in 
the fubftance of it, followed the fame courfe 
with me, as he ufeth in drawing others to him- 
felf; in convincing me of my amazing finfulnefs, enlightening my mind in the knowledge of Chrift, 
and perfuading and enabling me to embrace him 
as offered to me in the gofpel, John vi. 37. Rom. 
viii. 30. (9.) I find in my foul, a real inward and 
abiding change, from darkuefs to light, from fm 
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and Satan to God and his ways, wrought by the 
almighty power of the Spirit of God, 2 Cor. v. 
17. Eph. iv. 22. 2.}. 24. (10.) I find, that my 
exercifes of fpirit, properties, fins, and . com- 
plaints, exactly anfwer to thofe of the faints men- 
tioned in fcripture ; and to 1 cannot condemn 
myfelf as gracelefs, without condemning them 
alfo. (11.) My growth in humility, knowledge, 
fobriety, faith, patience, love to Chrift, repent- 
ance, and deadnefs to the world, marks me hat 
an hypocrite, Phil. i. 6. John iv. 14. (t2.) I 
have a refpe£t for all the commands of Gpd, and 
an hatred to all fins; and hence 1 love every one 
of thofe commands, and endeavour to obey them, 
and mourn for my fins of ignorance and.infirmity 
againft them, Luke i. 6. Pfal. cxix. 6. (13.) By 
a diligent examination of myfelf, according to the 
fcriptures, I perceive a clear difference between 
my graces, and thofe which I have feen or. read 
to be in hypocrites, Matth. v- 20. (14.) My 
works, obedience, and exercife of grace, come 
continually through faith,, and from gofpcl-prin- 
ciples, rather than-from legal motives, Rom. viii. 
15. 2 Cor. i. 22. 2 Tim. i. 17. Gal. iv. 6. 28. 
(ij.) I am never fatisfied with any meafure of 
grace, peformance of duty, or fellowfhip with 
God, but flill defire more ; which (hews, that I 
defire it chiefly for itfelf, not as a-mean of keep- 
ing me from hell and bringing me to heaven, 
Pfal. iii. u. ii. 13. 1 Cor. xv. 58. (16.) I am 
poor in fpirit, finding great wickednefs in my 
beft performances, and mourning over them on 
that account, Matth. v. 3. If. Ixvi. 2. (17.) £ 
lothe, hate, and mourn over all fin, of myfelf or 

E 2 others^ 
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otsfoers, of oBnifiion as veil as commiflion, look- 
ing an fin as the greateft evil, Matth. v. 4. 
0'8.) My heart is fubmiffive to the will of God 
asftu'hy.'m his mod afflidting d'fpenfations, Job i. 
20. 21. (19 ) In reading the fcriptures, there 
is nothing which the Spirit of God fo powerfully 
applies to my heart, as promifes and encourage- 
ments to faith;, holinefs, and comfort, If.Iiii. to. 
(20.)): Under my afflictions, I find the Holy 
Ghoftfecretly fuggelting, that it is for my good-, 
and hereby my heart is much famQified, Rom. 
viii. 15. (21.) I find my faults very punftually 
ccurredted ; which I look on as the Lord’s father- 
ly ■ kindnefs to me, Amos iii. 2. (22.) By all 
his difpenfations, 1 find the Lord putting more 
and more enmity between me and the world. 
(23.) The Lord’s providence towards me hath 
all along been one confiant track of kindnefs; by 
all means commending himfelf unto me, John ■tiii. ii. ' (24.} I find, that my fins, defertions, 
temptations, and affliftions, and every thing elfe, 
work for good to me, Ffal. xx/v. 10. Rom. viii. 
28. (25-) I fee that all my mercies come in the 
channel of God’s free grace to me, Gal. iv. 29. 
Rom. iv. 16. (26.) Amkift my anguifh of fpirit, 
occafioned by doubts of my intereft in him, Je- 
fyg Chrift hath, in the gofpel, teftified his kind- 
nefs to me, and encouraged me to truft him for 
all things, 2 Tim. 2. 13. (27.) I remark a fpe- 
eial hand of God himfelf, ia all my deliveran- 

VI. The following con fide rations have been 
■ of great uie to me, in the Settlement of my long- diftra&ed 



M k J A M E S F R a S E R. ft 
fRftra&ed.m'md, with refpe«R to the perfiiafiofi 
of my being truly converted, (i.) Grace may 
be really in the foul, though it do not appear 
glorioufly to it, Col. hi. 3. t John hi. 2. Song h 
5. 6. (2.) Though all graces exift where-ever one 
exifts, yet ail graces are not alway exercifed to- 
gether. (3.) The actings of fm and grace, in the 
affectiorts and pdffions, are not fo much to be re- 
garded, in the examination of our ftate, as their 
actings in the mind and will, where fin hath its 
principal ftrength, Rom. vii. 23. Mark vi. 52. 
(4.) True repentance confifts in a fweet melting 
of heart for fin, and loathing and forfaking of it, 
rather than in any fenfible apprehenfions of God’s 
wrath, 2 Cor. vii. 10. 11. (5.) The fpirit of 
bondage, and a mere law-work, do, of them- 
felves, produce bad effe£b, Rom. viii. 15: 
(6.) There may be love to God, and fincerity in 
the heart,- where God hides his face, and fmites 
one in aM the labcttr of his hands. ■ (7.) The qua- 
lity,-nature, and fihcerityof actions and graces, 
are more to be looked to than their'meafure. 
(8.) It is-the duty of all to believe on Chrift, be 
their ftate, frame, or way, what irwill^ John vi. 
28. 29.: (9.) Afflidions, fpiritual and temporal, 
though evil in themfelves; may flow from God’s 
love, and be intended for good, Hag. ii. 17. Hof. 
v; 15. If. xxvii. 9. ■ (to.) God may have heard 
and accepted a prayer, which he doth not an- 
fwer for a long time; (11.) God’s love to his 
people, is more vented in humbling, ftrengthen-- 
ing, and fan&ifying the foul, than in comforting 
it with extraordinary raptures, John xx. 29. 
((2.) . God’s love doth not’always vent itfelf ic 
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the manner his people with. Inftead of removing 
.trouble,, he often fupports and comforts under 
.it.. (13 ) ChrifRs love and our happinefs appear 
more in him, and his promife, and what he will 
give, than in .what he hath already given. Col. 
iii. 3. 4. t Johp iii. a. Luke xii. 32. (14.) Though 
true grace itlelf never perifhsth, gracious frames, 
often lafl. but a fhort time, 1 John iii. 9. 1 Pet. 
i. 24.. (15.), As God’s mercy and truth are the 
ground of our hope, joy, life, light, and comfort,. 
cu.r fmfulnefs orweaknefs fhould never di-fcourage 
us, or make us doubt of heaven, 1 Cor. i. 30^ 
'31. If xxvi, 4. (id ) The Lord Jefus may eru- 
ter into a foul very, indifcernibly, Luke xvii. ao. 
21 (17.) God’s word, not his dealings with o- 
thers, is our only rmey 1 Kings v. 11. (18.) In 
every faint there is indwelling corruption, bent 
on every wickednefs •, as well as real grace, whicht 
delights in the law of the Lord. (19.) At fame- 
feafe-ns faints grapes continue in their root, but 
do not flourifh, becaufe it is a fpiritual winter,. 
Pfaj. ii 3. (to ) The exercife of faith is moft 
jleafing to God, and profitable to ourfelves;; and 
unbelief is moil hateful and diihonourable tor 
.God,, and moil prejudicial to u-s. (21.) God’s 
word, and neither books of men, nor providen- 
ces, nor, fuggeftions, is our only ru.'e of faith and 
practice* (22.) We ought not to look fo much 
on the beginning-oi a Chriilian’s life or exercife,. 
a& to the end of it, Deut, viii. 16. Pfal. xxxvii. 

VII. For the better ordering of my converfa^ 
tibn, 1 fixed a number of rules for it. Some 
«t£ UttCc w.er.e. G.Ln ERa L, refgeding every part: 
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of my pradice. As, (t.) To labour to difcern 
in Whatman’s chiefbappinefs confiiteth, that this 
may be followed as an end, John xvii. 3, (2.) l a- 
arm myfelf with a ftrong and deliberate refolu- 
tion, to walk in God’s way which leads to it, 
Pfal. cxix. ig6. in. (3.) To labour to have, 
and maintain found and kindly thoughts.of God 
in my heart, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. Rom. x. 14. 
(4.) To be always occupied in duty, 1 Cor. xv. 
58. Job xvii. 9. (5.) To walk by faith in the 
word of God, not by fenfe, 2 Cor. v. 7. (6.) To 
believe always, and never defpair, Pfal. Ixii. 8. 
Heb. iii. 6. and x. 35. Lam. iii. 26. If. xxvi. 
4. (7.) To live always in clofe fellowlhip with 
God, Mic. vi. 8. Pfal. xvi. 8. 9. Hof. ix. 12. 
and xii. 6. John xv. 4. 5. 6. Pfal. Ixxiii. 2$. 
(8.) To be alway humble, never murmur, but 
judify the Lord, and fubmit to his difpenfations, 
-Mic. vi. 8. (9.) To keep my fpirits alway fober, 
alway mafter of myfelf, and never drunken with- 
the cares ef this world, or with paffion, 1 Pet. v. 
8. Phil. iv. 5. 1 Cor. vii. 30. Luke xii. 45^. 
(ic.) To ftudy temperance in meat, drink, fleep, 
and recreations, 2 Pet. r. 5. 6. Prov. xxiii. ao. 
1 Cor. ix. 25. Luke xxi. 34. (11.) To beware 
of worldly*mindednefs, or being too much en- 
gaged In worldly bufinefs, aTim.ii. 4. (12.)'To 
be always watchful, Prov. xxviii. 14. 1 Pet. v. 
8. (13.) To be diligent in ufing all the means 
of grace, Pfov. x. 4. (14*) To look on fin as 
the greateft evil, and never to be done, Jer. 
xliv. 4. 

The particular rules I fixed for my 
daily 
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daily ccnver/ati:n, were,' (i.) In imitation of 
Chrift and his fervants, to rife early every morn- 
ing, Job i. 5. 2 Ghron. xxxvi. 1^.- (2.) When 
up, to frx fome work to be done for the day, and; 
how and when to doit;, and at even, to caR 
myfelf to account for my conduft; and bewail 
my failing. (3.)-To fpend a competent portion 
of time; every morning, mid-day,, and evening,, 
in prayer; reading, and meditation. (4.) Once 
in the month to keep a day of folemn humiliation,, 
on account of the diftrefled ftate of the church. 
(5.) To fpend one day more, once in fir weeks,, 
in humiliation and prayer, refpe£l:ing my own 
fpiritual condition and exercife. (6.) To fpend 
four hours once every week extraordinary, in 
jyayer or thankfgiving,. about the fpecial cafes, 
fpiritual or temporal, of myfelf w others. - (7.) To 
fpend fome.time every Saturday evening, in pre-- 
paration for the Sabbath. (8.) To fpend fix or 
feven days^ together once a year, wholly and 
only on fpiritual accounts. (9.) To make.it my • 
bufinefs every day to mortify fin, perfe£bholx- 
nefs in the fear of the Lord; to glorify God and 
inftru& others; and at even, to examine myfelf* 
of my diligence and progrcfs therein^ 

The rules which I fixed for mt'speech, 
were, (r.) To fpeak; nothing materially finfu), 
as lying, backbiting, fcolding,-or any other thing : 
which may difhonour God, or wrong my‘neigh- 
bour, Pfal. xxxiv. 13. (2.) To fpeak'nothing 
which had not fome profit or edification in it, 
Eph. v. 4. Matth. xii. 36. (3.) To avoid fpeak- 
jng much, Jam., i. 19, Prov. x. 19. (4.) To 

fpeak' 
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•/peak foberly, both in matter and manner, Proy. 
vii. 11. (;.) Never to /peak haftily and rafhly, 
but to think well before I fpeak, Prov. xv. 28. 
(6.) To fpeak ferioufly, reverently, and gravely, 
efpecially in religious difcourfes, Matth. vii. 29. 
(7.) To fpeak in faith, and not make uncertain- 
ties the matter of difcourfe, Pfal. cxvi. 10. 2 Cor. 
iv. 13. 1 John i. 1. 2. (8.) To intermingle fre- 
quent ejaculations to God while I fpeak, Neb. ii. 
4. (9 ) To fpeak wifely and pertinently, .as to 
time, purpofe, and perfons, Col. iii. 16. If. 1. 4. 
(10.) To fpeak in fear, lelt any wrong word 
firould flip out, Pfal. xxxix. 1. (11.) Never to 
make my neighbour’s faults, or my own good 
deeds or worth, the fubjeft of my talk, Pfal. xv, 
3. Prov. xxvii. 2. 

The rules which I fixed for my actions, 
were, (1.) To do nothing without forefighf, 
Lam. iii. 4c. Prov. iv. 26. (2.) To do every 
thing fpiritually, as the Lord’s work, Eph. vi. 6. 
7. 8. Col. iii. 23. (3.) To labour for fpirituality 
in my outward deportment, as well as in my 
heart, 1 Pet. i. 14. 15. Zech. xiv. 20. 21. 
(4.) To mingle bufinefs with manifold ejacula- 
tions of the heart to God, Eph. vi. 18. 1 ThefT. v- *7* (5-) To do nothing without confulting the Lord, and depending on him, Prov. iii. 6. 
If. xxx. 2. Pfal. xxxvii. 5. Neh. ii. 4. 1 Sam. xvii. 
4?- (6*) To do things heartily and quickly, Ecct. ix. 10. fy.) To do every thing in faith of 
its being lawful, and of Goa’s affiRance in, and 
acceptance of it, Rom. xiv. 22. 23. Heb. xi. 6. 
7- (8 ) To be fober in doing every thing, with 

a 
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a holy indifferency, referring the iffue to God» 
i Cor. vii. 29. 30. 31. Phil. iv. 5. (9.) Never 
to reft in a&ions themfdves, but feek to have the 
end of them, Matth. v. 16. (10.) To bound my 
a£lions by my calling, 1 Cor. vii. 24. x Their, iv. 
11. 1 Tim. v. 13. 

Other rules which I fixed for my conver- 
sation, were, (1.) To mark what deport- 
ment my heart was inclined to, immediately af- 
ter I had enjoyed near fellowfhip with God y and 
alway follow that. (2.) To follow that conver- 
fation in which I had moft peace, after ferious 
refle£Uon. (3.) To ftudy that carriage, which, I 
have reafon to believe, Chrift and his apoftles 
would have ftudied in like circumftunces, 1 Cor. 
xi. 1. and iv. 17. Matth. xi. 29. 30. (4.) To 
ftudy that converfation, which is moft agreeable 
to my profeffion, ftate, and ftation, 1 Theff. ii. 
12. Phil. i. 27. Jam. v. 13. (5.) Not to appear 
to walk mournfully before the wicked, and to 
{him carnal mirth, Mic. i. 10. 2 Sam. i. 20. 
(6.) To ftudy that converfation, which is moft 
convincing and condemning to the wicked, e- 
difying to fouls, and glorifying to God, 1 Pet. 
i. 14. 15. Col. iv. 6. (7.) To ftudy a grave fe- 
rious convetfation, fuitable to my great work and 
aims, 1 Tim. iii. 2. Tit. ii. 2. (8.) To be wife 
and cireumfpeft in my converfation, Eph. v. 15, 
Eccl. ii. 14. (9.), To walk foberly in apparel, fo- ber in expreflions, and in palfions, 1 Pet. iii. 3. 
(to*) To walk kindly, lovingly, and courteoufly, 
Afts xxvii. 3. and xxviii. 2. 7. 1 Cor. ix. 22. 
Lev. xix, 17. 
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VIII. In my divcrfified experience, I have found 

the Lord doing my foul good. (1.) By familiar 
fellowlhip with lively and circumfpett Chriftians, 
Eccl. iv. 4. 9. 10. 11. 1 Cor. xii. 7. Heb. x. 24. 
25. (2.) By careful obfervation of the nature, 
tendency, and language of the Lord’s providen- 
ces, Mic. vi. 9. Hof. xiv. 9. Pfal. evii. 43. Jer. 
viii. 7. Gen. xxv. 22. Exod. iii. 3. 4. (3.) By 
meditation on the love, power, fovereignty, and 
holinefs of God, Job xxii. 21. John xvii. 3. Pfal. 
ix. 10. Eph. iii. 18. 19. 2 Cor. iii. 18. (4.) By 
a careful ftudy of the covenant of grace, in its 
freedom, fulnefs, and unchangeablenefs j and of 
the gofpel, in its promifes, offers, and invitations ; 
and of the nature of faith. Gal. iii. 2. Rom. i. 
16. 17. Heb. xi. (5.) By the Lord’s confining 
me at home, Prov. xviii. 1. Numb. vi. 2. 3. Hof. 
ii. 14. (6.) By outward affli£tion$ and hard mea- 
fures from the world, Lam. iii. 27. Pfal xciv. 12. 
Heb. xii. 11. Pfal. cxix. 67. 71. Prov. xxix. 15. 
Hof. v. 15. (7.) By ftudying calmnefs in mind 
and fpeech, and advifing well with God, and 
waiting on him, before I fpoke or a£ted, If. vii. 
4. and ix. 15. Exod. xiv. 13. 2 Chron. xx. 14. 
Phil. iv. 7. Lam. iii. 26. 1 Pet. v. 7. (8.) By 
diligence in prayer, meditation, reading, felf-ex- 
amination, and other fecret duties, Matth. vi. 6. 
Luke xxii. 46. Pfal. i. 2. 3. Job viii. 5. Prov. 
xviii. 1. (9.) By extraordinary humiliations of 
myfelf before God, and other occafional exerci- 
fes of prayer, or the like, Dan. x. 12. Pfal. exxvi. 
6. Jer. 1. 5. 6. If.Iviii. 7. 8. Markix. 29. (to.)Since 
I left off hearing the curates, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 18. 
X Cor. v. 7. (11.) By employing other Chrifti- 

ans 
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ans to pray for me, Job xlii. 8. Jam. v- 16. Eph. 
vi* 9. Rom. v. 30. a TheU'. iii. r. 2. (12.) By 
inftru&ing, exhorting, and praying for others, 
efpecially poor ignorant people, If. xxxii. 20. Eccl. 
xi. 1. Prov* xi. 25. (13*) By ferious confidera- 
tion, of the eafinefs of Chrift’s law of love and li- 
berty, in oppofition to a flaviih fpirit, 1 Kings 
xii. 4. Luke i. 74. 75. Rom. vii. 1. 4. 6. and vi. 
14. Neh. 9. 35. Deut. xxviii. 48. 1 Sam. xii. 19. 
20. (14-) By confideration of baptifm, and the 
things thereky fealed, Rom. vi. r.—12. (15.) By 
reading pra£HcaI books, efpecially thofe of Mr 
Shepherd. (16.) By putting a good conftru£lion 
on the Lord’s affii&ive providences, Exod. xx. 19. 
(17.) By commending the Lord toothers, Pfal. 
cv. 3. and cxlv. 5. 6, 21. (18.) By long and vio- 
lent temptations, If. xxxviii. 16. Jam. i. 2. (19.) By 
engaging in difficult duties, notwithftanding much 
indifpofnion from within, and worldly danger 
from without, Jer. ii. 2. Hek. xi. 8. Rom. ii. 7. 
Matth. v. 10. and xvi. 24 1 Pet. iv. 14. (20.) By 
earneftly ftudying humility, and fubmiffion to 
God’s providence, Jam. iv. 7. (21.) By calling 
to mind, and meditating on the Lord’s merciful 
dealings towards me, whether as to foul or body, 
Pfal. cvii. 4. and xviii. 1. 2. (22.) By frequent- 
ly-repeated folemn covenanting with God, Deut. 
xxix. 12. 13. (23.) By meditation on death, hea- 
ven, judgment, fin, God’s being and providence% man’s fall, Chrift’s death, and other like plain 
truths. (24.) By a fpeedy application to reli- 
gious duties, without trifling or delay, Eccl. ix. 
10. (25.) By writing on feveral points of religion. 
(26.) By ferious confideration of the qualifica- 

tions 
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tions and fins of faints and hypocrites, m order 
to examination of myfelf. {27.) By abftradting 
myfelf as much as I could from civil bufmefs. 

IX. On the ofher hand, I have found my foul 
much hurt, (t.) By my legal temper, accompa- 
nied with Satan’s violent urging of me to duties 
beyond my ftrength. This weakens and irritates 
me ; that I either do nothing, or do it in a flaviflt 
manner, Gen. xxxiii. 13. Rom. vii. ir. Heb. 
xii. 13. Luke xix. 21. (2.) By familiar converfe 
with perfons carnal and gracelefs, 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
(3.) By the company of the godly, when not fpi- 
ritually improven, Keb. Hi. 13. (4.) By loud, 
violent, hafty, or much talk, Prov. xiv. 23. and 
xvii. 27. Jam. Hi. 5. 6. Matth. xv. 8. (5.) By go- 
ing much from home, and attending public occa- 
fions about worldly things. (6.) By intemper- 
ance in meat, drink, and recreations, Luke xxi. 
34. Prov. xxv. 27. and xxiii. 20. 21. (7.) By 
omitting, or flightly performing of fecret duties 
of religion, Matth. xxvi. 41. Prov. xxiii. 2t» 
(8.) By negle&ing of ejaculatory prayer, while 
I was converfing with others, Matth. xxvi. 41. 
(9.) By impertinent vain thoughts in the morn- 
ing, and when riding, or engaged in religious du- 
ties, Jer. iv. 14. (10.) By intermitting my 
watchfulnefs over my heart, tongue, and a&ions, 
Prov. iv. 23. Matth. xxvi. 41. (11.) By unbe- 
lieving difcouragements under my felt wants, 
fins, defertions, and temptations, 1 Sam. xii. 20. 
Lam. i. 9. Jer. ii. 2S. Heb. xii. i2. 13. (12.) By 
eager intermeddling in civil affairs, Luke x. 41. 
and xxi. 34. (13.) By high valuing of, and feek- 

F ing 
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«ig to exalt myfelf before God or men, Rom. ix. 
31. 32. Luke xiv. n. (14.) By long fleeping, 
or trifling away time, 

X. Satan bath, very fubtilely, much hindered 
my progrefs in kotine/s. (1.) By making me ima- 
gine, that true repentance confifls more in con- 
trition for fin, than in turning from it in heart 
and fife, Joel ii. 12. If. Iviii. 6. (2.) By fo a- 
mazing and confounding me with my finful falls, 
as to keep me from attempting to rife again and 
go forward, Jofli. vii. 10. Gen. xliii. 10. (3.) In 
making me negle£i: duty, becaufe I faw I could 
not perform it rightly, 2 Sam. vi. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
(4.) By injefting thoughts materially good, but 
not anfwerable to my prefent exercife in religion. 
2 Cor. xi. 14. Pfal. i. 3. (5.) By making me 
negle& to aim at the particular end of duties, e- 
ven when I perform them becaufe God com- 
mands them ; and no end being gained, renders 
them a burden at length. (6.) By making me 
gaze at a duty, under pretence of waiting on the 
Lord for preparation, till I had loft the opportuni- 
ty for performing it, A£ls i. 11. Matth. xx. 6, 
Jer. xiii. 16. (7.) By making me negleft the ex- 
ercife of grace or duties, by refting in the pleafant 
fpeculation of it, and refolution to do it, Rom. 
ii. 13. 18. Matth. vii. 21. Jer. ii. rp. 20. (8.) By- 
making me ftudy the manner of duty, rather 
than the fubftance of it; and fo foothing my 
proud aiming at excellency of duty, rather than 
duty itfelf. (9.) By urging me to do many things 
at once, that fo all might be either negledled, or 
ill performed, Luke x. ^1. 42. Eccl. ix. 10. 
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(10.) By gilding vices with the appearance of 
virtue or grace, 2 Cor. xi. r 4. Gal. v. 13. {i 1.) By 
making me follow my own inward difpofition, 
as a rule in duty, rather than Ins call of provi- 
dential conveniency of doing it, Jam. v. 13.' 
Mark xiv. 37. 38. (12.) By violently urging me 
to duties, that he may reprefent God as an hard 
mailer, and fodifpirit me, 1 Johniv. 18. (13.) By 
making me employ my concern too much in the 
JelTcr matters of religion, in order to draw me 
from a due attention to the more important 
things, Matth xxiii. 23. (14.) In making me 
pore tro much on the evidences of my grace, in 
order to keep me from efiaying to grow in grace, 
and fulfil my generation work, Heb. vi. 1. (15.) In 
making me found my fpiritual comfort upon my 
own faith, frame, or works, rather than upon 
God’s free, full, and unchangeable promife, and 
mercy in Chrift, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Ezek. xvi. 62. 
(16.) E/ leading me out to endeavour an eftablilh- 
ing of my own righteoufnefs, and to regard good 
works as the produdl of my own defires or dili- 
gence, and abhor fins as contrary to my own refo- 
lutions, rather than, as dilhonourable to God, Prov. 
xix. 3. Rom. x. 3. Mark xiv. 37. If. x. 7. PfiiJ. 
Iviii. 3. (17.) Under pretence of yielding my- 
felf to the direction and influence of God, I- 
have, at other times, attempted to refolve nothing 
at all ; and lb turned carelefs, contrary to Phil, 
ii. 12. 13. (18.) Through an obftinate adher- 
ence to my intended order of duties, I have fe- 
cretly refifted the Spirit of God, drawing me to 
fome other duty, Deut. i. 41. Blum. xiv. 39. 
(19.) By making me pray for fuch things as were 

F 3 not- 
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not proper to be granted in the time I wiflhed. 
Jam. iv. 3. John v. 15. 2 Cor. xii. 8. (20.) By- 
making me imagine, that difficult duties prefled 
upon me were commanded by God, chiefly in 
order to crofs and afflift me ; and this made me 
perform them very heartlefsly, and without fuc- 
cefs. (21.) By making me undervalue common 
or fmaHer mercies, Zech. iv. 10^ (22.) By ma- 
king me comply with leffer evils, in order to a- 
void the appearance of an hypocrite. (23.) By 
making me improve God’s abfolute decree and fo- 
vereignty as an excufe for my fins, and as a re- 
flexion on his revealed will, Rom. ix. 18. 19. 
(24 ) By making me prefcribe methods of help- 
ing me to God j and then undervalue his mer- 
cy, becaufe it came not in my way, 2 Kings v. 11. 
(25.) By making me drive againft the outwasd 
aXs of fin, while I negleXed the purification of 
my heart, Matth. xxiii. 26. (26.) By making me 
negleX the life and zeal of aXions, under pre- 
tence of difcretion, prudence, and patience. 
(27.) By making me perform duties in my own 
llrength, without looking for divine affiftance. 
(28.) By making me negleX the outward part of 
repentance, under pretence of the Lord’s requi- 
ring the heart. (29.) By making me liiten to, 
and raffily believe, the fuggeftions of fenfe con- 
cerning God, or myfelf, or my intereft in him. 
(30.) By making me ready to believe every thing 
fuggelled in human writings, efpecially if the 
writers were godly and learned. (31.) By ma- 
king me judge of my fuccefs in duty, by outward 
appearances j, and fa difcouraging me/rom it. 
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XI. Notwithstanding all my imworth-- 

ihefs and wickednefs, I have great reafon to 
blefs him for his manifold mercies to me. (1.) In- 
giving me fuch continued and perfeft health. 
(2.) In taking fuch care of my education, (3.) In 
beating me out of all my falfe reflsi and refuges 
of lies ; in which, if-1 had continued^ I had pe- 
rifhed for even (4.) In bearing with, and fparing 
me, notwithftanding my great provocations. 
(5.) In taking fuch pains upon me, by afflidlions, 
temptations, convictions, and mercies of all forts,- 
public and private, before and after-my con- 
verfion. (6.) In-bellowing faving grace on mey notwithftanding all the pains I was at to Ihift it. 
(7.) In recovering me from my backflidings, 
carelelTnefsi/and fecurity, (8.) In fuffeting my 
manners and fupplying my wants, when I was 
in a wildernefs, in an afflicted and perplexed con- 
dition. (9.) In giving me fuch talents, as may be 
improven, for ferving him in the-golpel of his Son. 
(10.) In keeping me on his own fide, in this day 
of fearful apoftacy from, and perfidious rebellioiv 
againft him.- (n.) In fo often refrelhing'me 
with his vifits, under fpiritual deadnefs, confu- 
lions, forrows, and burdens.- (i2.) Infrequent- 
ly delivering me from the deepeft plunges of 
trouble. (13.) In marvelloufiy fupporting me 
under my manifold and fore afflidtions.—And all 
thefe mercies are fo much the greater, that the 
Lord himfelf is f>'clearly manifefted in the be- 
ftowal of them; that they are plainly marked 
with his fpecial love in Chrift; that he hath be- 
llowed them on me, and not on the reft of my 
Kindred; that his kindnefs is fo conftant; that 
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by all his mercies, he fanftifies and draws me 
nearer to himfelf j and that 1 am £b loaded with 
h:s mercies, in the da:y of his great indignation 
with the land,. 

chap. nr. 
€)/ his entrance on the minijlry -r marriage j impri* 

ferments y and death'.. 
Be tng much concerned to know, whether 

I was indeed called to the minifterial office, I fet 
apart feveral: days for folemn fafting and. prayer,, 
that the Lord would give me fight in this matter. 
I faw, that by his dealings with me,, the Lord 
had given me feme infight into the exercifes and 
doftrines of religion. I found, that the divinity 
of the Scriptures, and of our firft Reformers, was 
far more agreeable to my experience, than .that 
©f Mr Baxter, whom Hooked upon as a hated e- 
nemy to the grace ®rthe gofpel, under pretence 
of oppofing Antinomianifm \ and many others, who 
lefs plainly declared their fentiments. By this,, 
I thought, the Lord intended to fit me for de- 
claring his righteoufnefs in the great congrega- 
tion. (a.) I was not only convinced* that I ought 
to ferve the Lord in that office for which he had 
given me the moft fuitable talents; but that word, 
occupy till l come, Luke xix. 13. was deeply im- 
preffed on my. foul j and I was, by means here- 
of* called to ferve God in the gofpel of his Son. (.3.) Along herewith, the Spirit, of God repre- 
fented to my foul, the beauty and glory of the mi- 
aifteiial.office,, and inclinedmy heart to the.work 
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of it; and gave me a marvellous delight, and no> 
fmall edification, in fuch reading or writing as 
more dire£l;ly prepared me for it. (4.) Not only 
was my heart rendered averfe to any other ftu* 
dy or employment, but all my attempts to fettle 
in any other ftation, were crufhed and broken by 
providence. (5 ) In my diftrefs, I had vowed 
to the Lord, that if he would deliver me, and 
clear up my faving intereft in himfelf, within five 
years, I would apply mfelf to the miniftry. The 
Lord granted me my requeft in lefs than fix 
weeks •, I therefore looked on myfelf as bound;: 
efpecially, as in my vow I had faid, that I would 
look upon his granting of my requeft as a token 
of his calling me to ferve him in the gofpel. (6.) I 
obferved, that when, notwithftanding my vow, 
I had fhifted to make fuch proper appearances 
for the Lord, as his Spirit urged me to, he caft 
me info a terrible depth of fpiritual trouble for 
many weeks. (7.) Faithful minifters of Jefus 
Chrift, after deliberate trying of me, did folerrin- 
ly fet me apart to the minifterial office.- (8.) The 
refrefhment of my own foul,, increafe of my gifts, 
and the bleffing of my labours to many; and e- 
ven the remarkable fmiles of providence upon my 
worldly eftate,. after my entrance into the mini, 
ftry, though I received nothing for my labours,, 
confirmed me of the Lord’s call to it. (9.) I 
find God hath given me, in fome meafure, that 
rational ability; that real grace, and diftinitnefs 
and {Length of it; that godly and fpiritual eon- 
verfation ; that fenfe of the charge of fouls ; that 
pleafure in the woik ; that fympathizing tender- 
nefs of heart j that fellowffiip with,, and depend- 
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ence on God; that prudence, bold zeal, and! 
humility; which minifters neceffarily ought to* 1 

have. 
I have great reafon to be humbled before Godr for my fad fljort-comings in the difcharge of my 

office; in that, (i.) I have not been more fen- 
fibly affefred with the great charge which the 
Lord hath laid upon me, and I have undertaken. 
(2.) I have not applied myfelf wholly to the word 
and to prayer, as my only work. (3.) I have 
been fadly entangled with the affairs bf this life, 
and my heart fo taken up with them. (4.) I have 
not had a due tendernefs towards periftnng foals, 
©r fenfe of God’s prefence, and the matters 
©f which I fpoke. (5.) I have not duly depended 
on the Lord for his counfd; diredion, and 
flrength, in my labours, or hisbleffing on them ; 
and fo have not had my miniftrations purely from 
God. (6.) 1 have negle&ed many means of fa-- 
Ving or edifying fouls, by private conference, wri- 
ting letters, and the like. (7.) My converfation 
hath not been fo fhining and convincing, as be- 
came a minitter of Chrift. (8.) I have been of- 
ten timorous and bafhful, when I fhould boldly, 
have appeared againft fin, and for God. 

Nevertheless, I have great reafon to blefs 
the Lord. (1.) That he hath fo honoured me, 
as to call me to ferve him in the gofpel of his 
Son, who was dtfigned, and educated by my pa- 
rents, for another ftation and bufinefs. (2.) That 
by repeated converfions, fore fpiritual conflicts, 
defertions, temptations, f erfecutions, and other 

troubles, 
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troubles, he, in fome meafure, qualified me for 
the minifterial work. (3.) That he fo remark- 
ably blefled the fmall pains I took for increafing 
my knowledge, and improving my parts and gifts. 
(4.) That he not only called, but convinced me 
of my call to the miniftry. (5.) That I durft 
never preach any thing to others, but what I 
had fome experience of in my own foul. I durft 
never to direft others to a way in which I my- 
felf had not walked. I never gave a mark of 
grace but what I found in myfelf. 1 never fol- 
ved a doubt, but by fuch means as the Lord had 
folved it to myfelf. (6.) That the Lord always 
diretted me to what I preached. I durft never 
preach that fermon, which had not been attend- 
ed with fome warmth and life on my own foul in 
ftudying it, before I preached it. (7.} That I 
did not undertake the office of the miniftry from 
any regard to worldly gain, but to honour and 
ferve Chrift, and to do all the good I could to 
poor finners ; and, for the firlt twelve years, did 
not receive one farthing upon that account. 
(8.) That my labours were acceptable to both 
gracious and gracelefs, learned and unlearned. 
(9.) Thatheendowed me with all the qualificatious 
needful for a minifter, though I had but a fmall 
degree of fome of them. (10.) That my gifts 
and graces, and even my outward eftate, increafed, 
after 1 entered into the miniftry. (11.) That, 
as I fenfibly felt my own infufficiency to do any 
thing for the Lord, I as fenfibly found the im- 
mediate fupplies of his Spirit, enabling me to 
perform the duties of my calling, in a gracious 
and comfortable manner. {12.) That he prefer- 

ved 
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ved me from ever difiionouring my calling by a> 
ny fcandalous fin. (13.) That he fixed me on 
the fide of his truth, and enabled me to fuffer 

•for it, as well as to preach it. 
Observe, (1.) Though Chrift calls feme to 

the miniftry, who have no real grace, yet he 
never calls fuch as are fcandalous, or unquali- 
fied with proper gifts. (2.) Minifters may be 
moft ufeful to others, when they feel leaft en- 
largement in their own fouls, in their preaching 
work. (3.) Minifters bid faireft to get their own 
fouls quickened, when they are moft diligent in 
labouring to edify others, or prepare for it. (4.) It 
is neither for the fafety of their own, or their 
hearers fouls, for minifters to be entangled in un- 
neceftary civil bufwefs. (5 ) Minifters neglect 
or flight performance of the duties of their of- 
fice, is an efpecial mean of hurting their own 
foul. (6 ) After all their fermons, minifters had 
need to flee to Jefus’ blood for pardon, and to 
mourn over their fhort-comings, and beg grace 
to give them a deep fenfe of v>hat they preach* 
ivbofe words they preach, and to whom they 
preach. (7.) God doth not call all his minifters in 
a like manner. Some mufhbe thrufl gh* into the 
office, and others are determined willingly to ac- 
cept it. (8.) Ordinarily the Lord exercifeth fuch 
as he calls, with much foul trouble and inward 
experience, before their entrance into the mini- 
ftery. (9 ) No habitual endowments of gifts or 
graces can make one preach aright, without ac- 
tual breathings of the Holy Ghoft, to ftir up and* 
excite their gifts and graces, (10.) The great 

end 
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«nd of minifters, in all the a£ls of their office* 
ought to be to draw mens fouls to, and build 
therrt up in Chrift. Where Chrift is not the 
fenfe and life of preaching, we lofe the text. 
(11.) Minifters ought to be efpecially acquainted 
with the covenant of gracet Cbrijiy faith, the pro~ 
mifes, and the law of God, 

That fame year 1672, in which I entered 
on the minifterial work, I, after much folemn 
prayer, and confultation of the Lord about that 
matter, was very happily married. And, by 
means of my wife and her relations, I was not a 
little delivered from embaraffinents in my world- 
ly circumftances, and had more opportunities of 
preaching the gofpel in thofe days of perfecu- 
tion. But, to puniffi me for my fad unprofi- 
tablenefs to her, and my family, and relations, 
and for my carnality in the enjoyment of lawful 
comforts* and for the deviation of my heart 
from Chrift and the things above towards them, 
the Lord removed her from me by death, in a- 
bout four years after our marriage, while I was 
abfent. 

Observe, Men and women can never carry 
aright in a married eftate, unlefs they have been 
firft married to Chrift ) and, but feldonr", their 
hearts are afterward brought to choofe Chrift. 
(2.) Chriftians ought never to marry, without 
much acknowledgment of the Lord in that mat- 
ter. (3.) The great end of Chriftians, in their 
marriage, ought to be the getting of a meet help, 
for the furtherance of their fpiritual and eternal 

welfare. 
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welfare. (4.) They ought, therefore, to take ths 
mod earned heed, that the perfon they marry 
be prudent, pious, and virtuous. It is dreadful to 
take a lump of God’s wrath into our bofom. (5.) It 
is a great bleffing, when married perfons are firft 
fo united in love, as to make them walk faith- 
fully, in fweet fpiritual fellowfhip with God, in 
the exercifes of religion. (6.) Grace makes per- 
fons good in all relations. (7.) God ordinarily 
annexeth his remarkable curfe to marriages, 
which are chiefly made for the Jake of -wealth. 
(8.) It is a difficult matter, to manage in a duly 
affettionate, prudent, and fpiritual manner, in a 
married edate. (9.) The lofs of earthly com- 
forts is as bitter, as the enjoyment of them was 
fweet. (to.) Mercies coming to us as the an- 
fwer of earned prayers, are double mercies. 

No fooner had I left hearing of the curates 
in 1663, than I became an objeft of our rulers 
refentment. My preaching of the gofpel made 
me much more fo. In 1674 I was intercommu- 
ned, and a fum of money was promifed, by th& 
privy council, to any who fliould apprehend mo. 
As I, neverthelefs, continued preaching the gof- 
pel, I was, in January 1677, apprehended in E- 
dinburgh, as we were employed in family wor- 
(hip, through the treachery of the maid-fervant. 
The privy council, before which I attempted a 
bold and difcreet confeffion of my principles, fent 
me to the Bafs, in which I bad a miferable im- 
prifonment of two years and a half; but the Lord, 
in different forms, comforted me under it. A- 
bout two years after I had been relieved from 

the 
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;,>;c Bafs, the bifiiop of Edinburgh, and lord-ad-, 
vocate, wndeiftandmg that I .was fick, caufed cite 
me'to appear in a few weeks at Edinburgh, in the 
depth of winter. Contrary to the advice of my 
friends, I compeared ; and again largely declared 
my principles. By the influence of the bilhops, 
1 was ordered to He prifoner at Blacknefs, till 
I fhould pay a fine of five thoufand rnerks; and 
give fecurity not to.preach any more, or go off the 
kingdom. After feven weeks imprifonment in 
this fad place, i was liberated; and, in May 1682, 
retired, under my fentence of baniihment, to* 
London. I had not been there much above a 
year, when I was apprehended: after different 
examinations, I was committed prifoner in New- 
gate, and remained there twenty-four weeks; ex- 
tremely well ufed by the keeper, but fo crowd- 
ed with vifits, that I had little time for fecret fel. 
lowfhip with God. 

Observe, (r.) Such as will livfe gcdly in this 
"world, muff, and will fuffer perfecution, 2 Tim-* 
iii. 12. 1 Pet. iv. 12. (2.) Even when religion 
is in general favour, faints will have their daily 
eroffes; and will be perfeeuted, at leaft with the 
tongue, Gal. iv. 28. 29. Gen. xxi. 29. (3.) There 
are fpecial feafons of perfecution, in which the 
devil and his agents are let loofe to a fearful de- 
gree, Rev. iii. 10. Eph. vi. 13. Luke viii. 13. 22. 
225. (4.) God often puts an end to the extremi- 
ty of his people’s perfonal trials, before he exer- 
cife them with public lufferings, If. xxvii. 8. 
I Cor. x. 13. (5.) Saints are, ordinarily, firft 
€xercifed with perfonal affh&ions, in order to 

G teach 



74 MEMOIRS of 
teach them to endure public fufferings the better. 
(6.) God often affrights his people with trouble, 
which never come upon them, Jonah i. n. 
(7.) God feldom lays any remarkable affliftion 
upon his people, without firft warning them of 
it, Zeph. ii. 1.—4. (8.) Obftinacy in finning, 
attended with the death of the mod lively faints, 
and with much carnal fecurity, forebode dread- 
ful judgments. If. Ivii. 1. 2. (9.) Unbelieving 
fears and confufions, are our greateft troubles a- 
midtl affli&ion. (10.) The crofs. of Chrift is 
moft terrible and heavy, when it appears at a 
diflance. (11.) Saints are often delivered from 
their troubles, when their cafe feems moft def- 
perate. (12.) Nothing contributes more .to a 
Chriftian behaviour under trouble, than the faith 
of God’s fupport in, and deliverance out of it. 
Jam. v. 7- $• (13.) R is matter of humiliation, 
that troubles, and efpecially fmaller ones, do us 
fo little good, Heb. xii. 11. (14 ) The more the 
people of God are affli&ed and perfecuted, the 
more they grow, and the gofpel fpreads, Exod i. 
12. Phil. i. 12. (15.) Perfecutors are ungodly, 
cruel, and deceitful. (16.) Too much refpedf 
to, and fellowftiip with wicked men, provokes 
the Lord to give his people into the hands of the 
wicked. (17.) It is a comfort to the faints, that 
their enemies are alfo God’s enemies, (j 8.) Un- 
der public fuffeiings, we are efpecially called to 
patient fubmiflion, and Chriftian cheerfulnefs. 
(19.) Sufferings for the fake of Chrift, are not on- 
ly our duty, but our great priviledge. (20.) Re- 
proach, ftiame, and hatred of men, are the hea- 
vieft of Chrift’s croffes to bear. (21.) It is fear- fully 
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fulJy wicked to be afliamed of the way of God, 
and of the truths and crofs of Chrift. (21) It 
is very neceflary to our comfort and honour* 
that we get our public fufferings ftated entirely 
pn. account of Chrilt and. his truths, and not on 
account of any fault or imprudence of ours. 
(23.) Perfecution may at once be a correction 
for fin, and a teftimony for Chrift and his truths. 
(24 ) Perfecutors own enmity to God and god- 
Jinefs, is the true reafon of their perfecuting the 
faints, John xv. 19. 21. Gen. iii. 15. (25.) Chrift 
accepts of the fufferings of his people as a tefti- 
mony for him, even where their own groundlefs 
fcrupulofity is an immediate reafon of them. 
(26.) All perfecution fhall work for the honour 
of God, and good of his people, Pfal. Ixxvi. 10. 
If. xxxi. 9. (27.) Sometimes the godly are lefs 
kind to perfecuted faints, than unregenerate per- 
fons. (28.) God often very wonderfully pre- 
ferves his people in the days of adverfity. 
{29.) The wicked are enfnared, and their inte- 
refts ruined, by their attempts againft the people 
of God. (30.) Divifion among the godly, efpe- 
cially, weakens and undoes them. (31.) Great 
tribulations quicken our views of eternity, and 
are attended with the greateft confolations. 
(32.) The firft brunt of the crofs of Chrift; is fad- 
deft and fharpeft. (33.) In appearing before per- 
fecuting judges, we are apt rather to feek to favc 
ourfelves, in any lawful way, than t® honour and 
give bold teftimony for Chrift, in a way of de- 
pendence on himfelf. (34.) An afHiaed condi- 
tion is heft for the people of God. (15.) There 
is never reafon to repent of fuffering for Chrift. 

G a (3<5.) 
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(36.) God bath provided a large allowance for 
fuch as fuffer for righteoufnefs ; but their refu- 
fal to live upon it, renders many of them lean 
from; day to day. 

After the revolution, Mr Frafer was mini- 
fterof Culrofs.; and died at Edinburgh, Septem- 
ber 1698. His laft words were, 1 am full of tbs 
oonfolaiians of Chrift, &c. 



The Christian, the Student, 
and Pastor, 

EXEMPLIFIED; 
In the LIVES of 

Several Eminent Divines* 

Secondly, Memoirs of the Reverend Mr 
James Hogg, fometime ago Minifter 
of Carnoek, 

CHAP. I. 
0/ his convcrfion and ejiablijhment in the lord’s 

•way. 
THE Lofd began his laving Work on my 

foul, with a deep conviction of my Angu- 
lar and unparallelled finfulne'fs and guilt. Appre- 
henfions of my being chargeable with the guilt of 
Adam’s firft fin, and of the corruption of my na- 
ture, fo imp rifled my mind with a fenfe of my 
lethfomencfs and danger, as filled me with ftrong 
fears, left the Lord Ihould, even in time, make 
me a terror to rnyfelf^ and all about me, a monu- 
ment of his dreadful indignation; as an awful 
warning to future generations againft their abu- 
fing fuch advantages of education, and other 
valuable mercies, as I had enjoyed. Thefe con- 

G 3 visions 
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visions prefervel me, even when very young*, 
from the common irregularities of children ; and 
made me diligent in ufing the Lord’s inftituted 
means of gtace, public, private, and'fecret, which- 
were fometimes attended with no fmall inward 
fweetnefs and enlargement. Seme of my near 
relations told me, that they thought they obfer- 
ved evidences of the real grace of God about me, 
in my rrtoft tender years. But, regardlefs of their 
accounts, I looked on myfelf as an heir of hell, 
a child of wrath, an alien from the common- 
wealth of Ifrael, a flranger from the covenant of 
promife, having no hope, and without Chrift, 
and without God in the world, Eph. ii. 12. 
This fearful prelTure of my heart was produced,., 
by conviflion of fuch fins as could not be much: 
obferved by others. The inward ftruggle be- 
tween thefe perplexing fears on the one hand* 
and my own proud nature on the other, gave my 
fpiritual enemies great advantage to work on my, 
temper, and to render my diftrefs more and more: 
painful* 

Amtdst thefe fad confufions, which proved! 
©f long continuance, I had many pleafant inter- 
vals ; in which I was encouraged to expeftj that 
the Lord would* in due time,, deliver my foul 
from death, and put an end to my dreadful vexa- 
tion. When I heard of any in a like cafe, and 
thought that no temptation had happened to me,, 
but what was, in feme refpeff, common to men, 
1 Cor. x. 13.; and, efpecially, when L thought 
that there was a poflibHity of help, for fuch as 
had deftroyed themfelves,. I was a little eafed. 
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Bat I could not draw any comfort from fuch fcrip- 
turcsy as import, that Chrift is- come to feek and- 
Jave that -which is lofty Mattb. xviii. n. ; that he 
•ivcuftds ar.d heahy hills and makes alive, Deut. 
xxxii. 40.; and is a pbsftcian to them that are ficiy Matth. ix. 12. 13. ; for I durft not look on th& 
exeicife of my foirl, as in any refpe£t kindly; but 
as an awful foretafte and forerunner of God’s e- 
vcrlafting indignation, to be poured out upon 
me. Yet his taking away the hard and ftony 
heart, Ezek. xi. 19. and xxxvi. 26. and working 
wonders of mercy, fomewhat fupported my fpirit. 

Sometimes tranfient views of the glory and 
beauty of the Lord’s difpenfations toward me, be 
the iffue what it would, humbled my fpirit; and 
thefe feriptures, 1 Sam. iii. 18. It is the Lord,, 
let him do as it feemeth him good, Pfal. cxi. 3. 
His -work is honourable and glorious, Pfal. xxxix. 9. 
1 -was dumb becattje thou didjl it, Lam. iii. 27. 28. 
29. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in 
his youth. He putteth his mouth in the dujly if fo 
be there may be hope y—and the like, were refreflt- 
ing to my foul. 

Under thefe diftrefles, the Lord difeovered 
to me, that, notwithdanding all my convidUons* 
I had greatly trufted to an arm of flelh ; as to the 
care of my wife and godly parents, and other re- 
lations and friends, and to my vows and cove- 
nants with God. I faw that I had fpent my little 
all on other phyftcians, and was nothing better- 
ed, hut rather grew worfe. I found, that all my 
Cbrift-denying Ihifts,. did but, like the contri- 

vances 
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ranees of the prodigal, bring me’ to perijb with | 
hunger. The Lord alfo fwept away my lying re- 
fugeSi He removed my father by a triumphant 
death, and left my mother a defolate widow, with j 
her children } and few-took any care of us. Some 
profefied friends became very cold 5 and others 
did not feem to underftand my diflrefled condi- 
tion. The inadvertencies of my fpeech and be- 
haviour, arifing from the perplexities of my mind, 
drew reproach upon me from others. Thefe 
things flint me up to a retired venting of my for- 
rows before the Lord. That text, Jer. xvii. 5. 
6. Curfed be the man that trujieth in many and 
tnaketh jlcjh his arm, and ivhofe heart drpafteth 

from the Lord ; for he Jhall be like thl heath m tic 
defarty and Jball not Jee -when good cometh, power- 
fully imprefied on my heart, led me forth to a 
moft particular, extenfive, and even fweet and 
kindly acknowledgment of whole fwarms of mine 
iniquities. I perceived, that the whole ftream,. 
of my deceitful and desperately wicked heart, had 
run out in a trailing in creatures; and that I 
eould not fee and acknowledge, that Iti vain it 
falvation looked for fnm the hills and the multitude 
ef mountains : In the Lord alone is the Jalvation cf 
Ijratly Jer. irk 23. Yet the apprehend on of my 
real condition, made me conceive faint hopes, 
that the Lord would fet my foul right, in his own 
time and way. 1 fometimes enjoyed fweet com- 
pofure for a little; and, though I continued in 
the dark, I was made to hopCy and quietly -wait for 
the Jalvation of -Cod, Lam. iii. 26. Sometimes- 
feared, that my bleeding wounds would clofe 
up in heartlefs defpomlcney -y and that 1 would pine 
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' pine away in mine iniquities. At other times, 
my foul was racked with terrible convulfions; 
jet the Lord fb kept me, as I durft not return to 
my former lords and lovers- Though i knew not 
when, if ever I would be brought out of the pit, 
in which there was no water, and from the fwell- 
ing deeps of inward diftrefs and perplexity, I got 

Tome dark views of Jdus’ infinite ftilnefs, and 
fufficiency to fave to the utterrnoji. This fome- 
what reprefled my fears, that the Lord, in righ- 
teoufnefs, had put an end to1 my day of gface, 
on account of mine iniquities, which far exceed- 
ed every conceivable meafure of his wrath. 

While I was thus, in fome meafure, upheld 
by the views of a mere poffibifity of’my falvation 
through Chrift, and made To think how others, 
in a like condition, had been at laft delivered; 
while I was flill finking in deep waters, where 
there was no (landing, with mine eyes failing; 
while I waited for the ■ Lord,'tfiefe fcriptures, 
JFho knoweth ij re will ret Urn and repent, and leave 
a blejjing behind him ? Joel ii. 14. 1 will look unto 
the Lord: / untl wait for the God of my filvaiiori: 
1 will bear the indignation of the Lord, becuufe I 
have fumed again/t him, until he plead my caufe, 
and execute judgment fir me, were fomewhat fweet 
to my foul, even though I durft not apply them 
elcfely to myfelf. Meanwhile, my fpiritual ene- 
mies muftered up, before my conference, multi- 
tudes of mine iniquities efpecially my fins 
againft. light and conviction, rebellious vexations 
of his holy Spirit, with the manifold aggravations 
thereof. They alfo flrongly urged on-my mind, 

that 
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lhat my day of grace was paft, and the Spirit of 
the Lord would no longer Jlrive with me; and 
that the faivation of fuch an unparalUllei ftnnert could not eonfift with the Lord’s honour ; and that it _j 
v/as necefiary, that he ftiould make me as fmgu- 
lar in puniilunent, as I had been in finning. 
Sometimes alfo, though lefs violently, I was 
tempted to believe that I had finned the unpardofc 
able fn. 

Under thefe harraffments, (i.) I was made 
to acknowledge, that it would be very juft with 
the Lord to put an end to my day of grace, and 
make his Spirit ftrive no longer with me. I faw, 
that an inexpreffible glory of hii righteoufnefs 
would fhine forth, in his punifhing me to the ut- 
termoft, even with everlafting deftruttion from 
his prefence, and the glory of his power; the 
thoughts of which was very terrible to me; and 

. that never a finner* had fuch reafon to accept of 
the pumjhment of his iniquity, as I had. I was 
made to condemn the leaft rifing of my heart, 
againft the equity and glory of my own eternal 
damnation. Thus, whatfoever the law faid, it 
faid to me, that my mouth might be flopped, and 
I might become guilty before God. (2.) I was made 
to perceive, that my fpiritual enemies were con- 
tradifling the manifellations which Uod hath 
made of himfelf in his word; and driving me to 
that kind of atheifm, which lies in perverted and 
hard thoughts of him. I thought, let me, ab- 
ftrafling from grofs a£ts of wickednefs, be efteem- 
ed an inexpreffibly greater finner than mine e- 
nemies can infmuate, as I am fure I am; yet wh^ 
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why ftiould I fet bounds to the unfearchable 
riches of Jehovah’s grace? The love of the 
Father, purchafe of the Son, and efficacy of the 
-Holy Spirit, are infinitely glorious. The im- 
menfe fea of God’s pardoning mercy through 
Chrift may fwallow up, and cover, the mod un- 
parallelled finner that ever breathed, i Cor. vi. 
9. 10. it. (3.) I was perfuaded by the Lord, 
that he had not wholly given up with me, and a- 
bandoned me to my own lulls ; and that even the 
rage of my fpirituaT enemies, manifefled their 
fears, that I would be delivered out of their hands. 
Rev. xii. 12. 13. I alfo obfervedj that when 
they had got me under their feet, the Lord did 
not fuffcr them to trample me to death. When 
they re/e to Jlay me, and to /wallow me up quick, 
the Lord gave me net for a prty to their teeth, but 
broke their fnares: and though they often vexed 
me from my youth, and plowed upon my back, and 
drew long their furrows, he did cut their cords, 
Ffal. exxiv. 2.— 8. and cxxix. 1.—-4. (4.) That 
text, Rom. iv. 5. To him that worietb not, but 
believeth on him that jujlifieth the ungodly, en- 
couraged me much. I was perfuaded, that it be- 
longed to me, more than to any other upon the 
face of the earth ; as I found myfclf only and al- 
together ungodly, in the higheft degree, ut- 
terly deftitute ofr and abfolutely incapable to at- 
tain to righteoufnefs. 1 alfo faw, that the Lord 
will not break the brufed reed, will not deftroy a 
poor finner, to whom he hath given an humbling 
and heart-breaking difeovery of his finfulnefs and 
wretchednefs; nor quench thefmoaiingfiax, which 
giveth no light, but fendeth forth the moft nqifom 

and 
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and noxious favour, If. xlii. 3. I f*w myfelf to 
be fuch, and wondered how the earth could bear 
me* and thought my lothfomenefs was perceiv- 
able to all around me, efpecially to fuch as had1 

any fear of God, and fo Was alhamed to fet up 
my head among them. (5.) Thefe texts. If. xlvi. 
12. 13. Hearken unto me, ye Jiout-hearted and fat 

from righteoiifnefs : behold, / bring near my righ- 
teoufaefi, and my falvation Jhall not tarry, Luke 
xiXi 1 o. The Son of man is come to feek and to fave 
that •which vs loft, Matth. xi. 28. Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden ; and / •will 
give you reft, were fometimcs {Lengthening to me. 
I faw that I was called } and that it would be rea- 
fonable for God to fave fuch a poor felf-condemn- 
ed wretch ; and I found feme powerful and com- 
fortable influences, drawing, and caufing me to 
come willingly, as one who had heard and learned 
of the Father ; and, in fo doing, found reft to 
my foul, and a willingnefs to take Chrift’s fweet 
yoke upon me. 

I had read nothing on cotiverflon, and Haft 
little inclination to converfe With any about my 
cafe. Such as did converfe with me alfo, either 
took my diftrefs to be no more than a natural me- 
lancholy, or thought too favourably of me. None, 
except Mr Thomas Hogg, whom 1 met with in 
the tolbooth of Edinburgh, among other prifon- 
ers perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake, fearched 
me in anfwerablenefs to my real condition. I 
afterwards, when in great diftrefs of mind, en- 
deavoured to have accefs to converfe with him, 
.when he was prifoner in the Bafs, but was re- 

futed 
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fufed it. Neverthelefs, I got a letter conveyed 
to him, to which he returned a moft profound, 
-clear, and encouraging anfwer. Though my for- 
mer heavinefs was removed, I had no fettled per- 
^uafion of my faving interell in Chrilt^ but was 
toiled hither or thither, as my frames and exer- 
cife appeared favourable, or not. I got into fa- 
miliar acquaintance with fome godly perfons, 
with whom I ufed a great deal of freedom ; and, 
by prayer and convetfe with them, received much 
light and pleafant inUrudfioh, which I greedily 
drank in. As r e were all of one mind, I had 
little inclination to converfe about the debates of 
the times, (between 1660 and 1688) : but my 
chief concern was about that which related to 
the eternal falvation, and the particular cafe of 
my foul. 

I had rafltly drunk in the common prejudices' 
againft the Writings of the famous Air Shepherd; 
but having become acquainted with Mrs It. I be- 
gan to objedt againft them fome Quibbles, which 
pafled for demonftrations with many, of una- 
coiintable feverity in dealing with ..fouls : which 
/he folidly confuted, and put me to fileilce, and 
gave me a loan of his Sound Believer; which I 
carefully perufed, and found great fatisfa&ion in' 
this, and his other works. I foiind, that they 
anfwered to my ihward exercife, and unfolded 
the true fpring of my rebellions and vexations ; 
namely, my igftorance and pride, venting them- 
felves in fretting againft the Lord, or fainting un- 
der his rod. I was fo far from thinking him too 
fevere, that I rather fufpe&ed he was too coride-* 

H /bending* 



MEMOIRS of 86 
fcending. He carries the law work> beyond a- 
ny that I have feen, to an happy iflue; to a deep 
fenfe of our having deftroyed ourfelves, and be- 
ing utterly unable to help ourfelVes; and to ac- 
cept the punifhment Of our iniquity, as altoge- 
ther juft and righteous. This humiliation of foul, 
I faw to be the very hinge of fpiritual exercife. 
He, and others of his ftamp, explain what a 
marriage to the law is, and the manner of di- 
vorce from it, in order to marriage with Chrift. 
His difcoveries of the mod refined, orgofpel-hypo- 
crite, are managed in fuch a way, as to cherifh 
and encourage the weakeft believer. I am hire, 
that though none can be more weak than I, I 
found encouragement from his writings ; I fear 
too much, rather than too little. 

When matters had long continued thus with 
jyte, fometimes a little enlightened, and anon overclouded by darknefs, melancholy, and temp- 
tation, working on my humour and inward lufts, 
I was fent to Holland, to profecute the ftudy of 
divinity at one of their univerfities; (as, on ac- 
count of the perfecution, I had no accefs in Scot- 
land). At my very entrance, I was like to be 
altogether fwallowed up by inward diftrefs- 
(i.) I was deeply convinced of my former mifim- 
provement of time, and of the means of educa- 
tion which I had enjoyed; and efpecially, of my 
flothful and carelefs walking, after I thought the 
Lord had begun gracioully to manifeft himfelf 
to my foul, (i.) Finding no fruits anfwerable 
to thefe promifing beginnings, I was ftrongly dif- 
pofed to conclude, that they had all been But 
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painted delufions; and that I had been but feed- 
ing on a(hes, and a deceived heart had turned 
me afide, and I had entertained a lie in my right 
hand. (3.) I was violently, and almolt con- 
ftantly, tempted to think, that the Lord, in his 
righteous judgment, had wholly Waited me, that 
I would never be capable of ferving him in any 
flation ; but remain an ufelefs, and molt hurtful 
weight upon the face of the earth. From him that 
bath mt, Jhall be taken away even that which hi 
Jeemed to bare^ Luke viii. 18. (4.) I even found 
an unGtnefs for, and inattention to my Itudies, 
which increafed my fufpicions i and, to my great 
grief, made me fear the name of the Lord would 
be blafphemed on my account, notwkhltanding 
my friends had Itretched themfelves, to promote 
my education for his fervice. (5.) After much 
ftruggling, my proud heart was brought down, 
and I concluded, that the minilterial work was, 
in every refpett, too high for me} and that I 
might look on it as a great honour, if the Lord 
would but fit me to ferve him in the meaneft 
flation upon earth. And, when I have looked 
on the moll abjefl lawful employments, I thought, 
O how happy were I, if my foul W'ere healed, 
and I were fitted to ferve the Lord in any of thefe, 
with a quiet mind : Father, I have finned againjl 
heaven and in thy fight, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy fon : make me as one of thine hired 
fervants, Luke xv. 18. 19. (6.) Having, with 
much confulion and heavinefs, applied clofeJy 
to my ftudies, the damp was intirely removed off 
my fpirit. (7.) My Itudies having become very 
pleafant to me, I launched too far into the pu- 

H % blio. 
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blic- deputations of the college, being encoura- » 
ged herein by my teachers ; and, notwithftandin'g J 
clear conviftions of its (infulnefs and danger, : 

and inward vexation about it, an itch of ap- 
plaufe ftrongly prevailed in my heart. (8.) Seve- 
ral of the Dutch rulers took fpecial notice of me, 
and would have procured me a fettlemenf in 
iheir country ; but I, being convinced of th* J 
finfulnefs of fome compliances, without which 
there was no accefs to any ftation anfwerable to 
my ftudies, could not yield; but determined, in 

the Lord’s ftrength, never, upon any account 
whatfoever, to engage into any thing which I 
judged to be (Inful. And, ever finee, it hath 
been the defire of my foul, to fearch every mat- 
ter of truth and duty to the bottom. And my 
temper being too foft, and ready to faint, I want 
to undergo the ftrifteft fearcb, with refpe£t to 
all my fpiritual concerns ; and, fince I can expe.£h 
little fearching from men, I defire that the Lord 
bimfelf would fearch me and try me> and fee if 
there be any •wicked way in mei and lead me in his 
way everlajling, Pfal. cxxxix. 23. 24. (9.) Not- 
withftanding I fuceeded in nay ftudies beyond ex- 
pectation, that text, 2 Cor. iii. 14. 15. But their 
minds were blinded', fcr until this day remaineth 
the fame vail untaken away in the reading cf the 
Old Tejlament, which vail is done away in Chrift. 
But even unto this day, when Mofes is read, the vail 
is upon their heart, grievoufly wounded my fpirit, 
and drew forth my foul into the moft bitter la- 
mentations. ( to.) I was.often greatly diftrefled, 
under a deep fenfe of my profanenefs of heart, 
jn hearing and (peaking of the myfteries of the 
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gofpel, as if they had been but common or philo- 
fophical points, in our profecution of our ftudies. 
However little feme others were affe&ed with 
this, I faw that my wickednefs, in this matter, 
was far more aggravated, than the like tranfgref- 
lion could be in any other. I faw, that the Lord 
•will not hold them guilt ItJs that take his name in 
Vain, by an unholy and irreverent ufe of his 
names, titles, attributes, ordinances, words, or 
works } and that where-ever the fear of the Lord 
is in the heart, it will proportionally manifeft it- 
felf, in a reverend and high eftcem of whatfoever, 
through his blefling, maketh him known. This 
put me to a fad (land ; and I lamented my fin in 
this matter, with much brokennefs of heart be- 
fore the Lord. But alas ! even in this deep fenfe 
of my fearful wickednefs, I found my hellifh 
pride working, and prompting me to depend, in 
part, on a righteuufnefs of my own, in oppofi- 
tion to a complete regard to Jefus Chrift, as the 
Lord my righteoufnefs. I found, that my want 
of thefe gifts and graces went nearer my heart, 
than my fad eftrangement from him ; and that 
I irregularly efteemed them, inftead of being 
wholly taken up with, and, as it were, fwallow- 
ed up in their fource and giver. I thought, how 
heavenly a life might I have lived, when my 
only bufincfs was, to fearch into what the Lord 
had revealed concerning himfelf, had not the 
darknefs and vail on my mind hindered me ; fo 
that feeing, 1 faw, and perceived not; hearing, 
I heard, but underftood not. If. vi. 9. 10. Mark 
iv. 12. Alas! thought I, are thefe judicial 
ftrokes from the Lord ? Is my heart made fat, 
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and my ears dull of hearing, in his righteous judg- 
ments ? In this fad diftiefs I long continued, with 
Tome occafional enlightenings of my mind, kind- 
'ly mourning over the blindnefs and hardnefs of 
my heart, and cries to the Lord for deliverance. 
But my fpeedy relapfes into my wonted lethar- 
gy, made me fear, that the Lord, in righteous 
judgment, had fent forth a withering wnnd to 
nip all my bloflbms, and blaft all my hopes •, and 
that he had denied me eyes to fee> ears to hear, or 
an. heart to underfiand. (11.) Amidft this fore 
and long diftrefs, I revealed a little of my cafe to 
a much efteemed, and, I hope, godly divine, of 
that country; but I quickly found, that his ap- 
prehenfions of the real evidences of grace in the 
.heart, were too lax ; and that the Lord had not 
given him fuch experience, as was neceflary for 
underftanding the intricate perplexities of my 
foul. I therefore withdrew, as foon as decency 
icould permit, much vexed that I had opened my 
mind to him; and even fearing, that I had 
reprefen ted my cafe in too favourable a light. 
I then refolved, to make my moan only to the 
Lord. 

After I had, for a confiderable time, lived in 
great fufpenfe, fometimes better, and fometimes 
worfe, when I was not fo much as thinking on 
my cafe, light fuddenly broke into my heart. I 
immediately retired, fweetly meditating on that 
text, ’Truly the light is /Meet, and a pleafant thing it 
is for the eye to behold the fun, Eccl. xi. 7. O 
how fweet the light was to me, who had been 
long ftiut up in a dark dungeon ! For fome time, I 

could 
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.could do nothing, but cry, O for light, for light, 
for more light! O fend out thy light and thy truth, 
that they may had me, and bring me to thy holy 
hill, and to thy tabernacles! Pfal. xliii. 3. After 
I had thus cried, not without fome experience 
of a gracious anfwer, and expe£lation of more, 
I quickly found my foul brought out of prifon, 
and breathing in a free and heavenly air ; altoge- 
ther aftoniflied at the amazing mercy and grace 
of God in Chrift, and the furprifmg manifefta- 
tions of it, which I enjoyed. But alas ! I was 

Toon tempted to think it all delufive, becaufe I 
had not, immediately before, been under any fpi- 
ritual exercife about my cafe ; and to think none 
of my preceding concern had proceeded from the 
fpirit of adoption, and fo this could not be an 
anfwer to former prayers. In anfwer to thefe 
fuggeftions, (1.) I readily granted, that I, and 
all my belt works, inftead of meriting any re- 
gard from God, did more than deferve his rppft 
dreadful judgments, If. Ixiv. 6. (2.) I faw the 
unfearchable riches of his grace, fhining more 
clearly in the freedom of this mercy. Thou haft 
bought me no fweet cane -with money ; neither kajl 
thou filled me -with the fat ef thy facrifices ; but thou 
haft made me to ferve with thy fins ; thou haft wea- 
ried me with thine iniquities. /, even 1, am he that 
blotteth out thy tranfgrejfions for mine own fake, See. 
If. xliii. 24. 25. (3.) I faw that the Lord thus 
prevented me from having any temptation to fa- 
crifice to my own net. Had this lingular mani- 
feftation immediately followed any fervent pray- 
er of mine, my proud heart, and Satan, would 
have taken advantage againll me; which now they 

had 
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had not. And the Lord of the mercy was the 
more endeared to my foul, as I faw him only in 
it; and that the whole ptaife belonged only, and 
wholly to him. And nothing has been more 
heavy to my foul, than my mifcarriages under 
foul-exercife, and my hard thoughts of the Lord, 
and rifings of heart againft him, and my de- 
fponding fears, that he would anfvuer my prayers 
by terrible things in righteoufnefs, Pfal. Ixv. 5. Ne- 
ver any in the world had kfs (hadow of ground, 
to be taken up with any exercife of their mind, 
than 1; and yet I had need to be weaned from 
this form of idolatry. 

The Lord having thus brought me to the light, 
(l.) I cheerfully, and not without fhame and 
blufhing before the Lord, laid afide all my afpi- 
jing thoughts and projefts, and abftra&ed from 

■all public appearances, in which I had before too 
much abounded. I difdained that empty air of 
applaufe, which had before tickled my ambitious 
humour, notwithftanding many checks and chal- 
lenges of confcience, for ruch whorifh ftraying of 
heart from the Lord. Except when the order of 
the univerfity required me to fpeak, I continued 
a frient hearer. Having one day prefled in, to 
hear a newly inaugurated profeflbr defend his 
public thefis, I was, very unexpettedly, ordered 
to enter the lifts with him ; and, much againft 
my will, obliged to continue almoft till the fo- 
lemnity was finifhed. Neverthelefs, the Lord, 
by this, without any defign of mine, kept up 
my credit, and fatisfied my friends, that it was no 
failure of my intellectuals, through melancholy, 

which 



Mr J A M E S H O G G. ^ 
which had occafioned my late retirement fropt 
public appearances. 

J 2. Now fpiritual occafions were greatly fweet- 
ened : the fcripture had another reliflt than ever 
before ; fermons were generally delightful, and 
meditation was ravilhing. Even our polemical 
exercifes in the college, had their own pleafure 
and profit. I beheld the glory of God in all the 
creatures around me, and my foul prefled through 
them to Him. One thing 1 defined of the Lord, 
and that 1 fought to obtain, that all the days of my 
life I might dwell in his houfie, and behold bis beau- 
ty, Pfal. xxvii. 4. God having, by an unexpe&ed 
providence, brought to my hand Mr Shepherd's 

' Parable of the ten virgins, 1 found no fmall pleafure, 
and, I hope, fome fpiritual advantage, in the peru- 
fal of it. I could not read much of it at once, as 
I found fo much fubftance. irt it, and fo clear dt<- 
coveries of m'y own heart, as drew forth my foul 
in immediate addreffes to the Lord, in acknow- 
ledgments of the perverfe way in which I had 
walked. I delighted much in his difcoveries of 

' a legal fpirit, and the differences, which he ftates, 
between the true believer and the mofl fubtile 
gofpel-hypocrite. 

3. All probable appearance of our future ex- 
ternal fupport being gone, through the perfecu' 
tion of our friends in Scotland, the Lord flirred 
up others, particularly fome of the Dutch, to 
fliew us kindnefs ; and what was efpecially com- 
fortable to us, gave me and my elder brother an 
opportunity of earning our bread by our own la- 

bour, 
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tour, in teaching the younger {Indents, ■while;! 
we continued to profecute our own ftudies. Some; 
of the profefibrs not only contrived this work for .' 
us, but from time to time recommended ftudents 
fo our care, who, being of the richer fort, re- 
warded our diligence ; and, contrary to my fears, 
1 found myfelf much profited in my ftudies, by 
labouring to inftruft others. And indeed, I dare 
recommend a well regulated and laborious dili- 
gence, in a lawful calling, as an efpecial mean; 
of promoting right fpiritual exercife, even un- 
der the moft oppreffive weights of inward 
trouble. 

4. In this period of fpiritual profperity, I had 
much clearer manifeftations of Jefus Chrift than 
ever before. Having opportunity of a providen- 
tial retirement, I, fox almoft three or four days on 
end, had my foul filled with the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus Chrijit 2 Cor iv. 6. O the inexpreffible and ravifhing 
beauty which I was made to behold in his per- 
fon, offices, yoke, and crofs j and in every thing 
by which he mafeeth himfelf known ! Formerly, 
I had little more than an opinion, or rational 
deductions, concerning thefe things ; but now, 
my foul was filled with the moft glorious and de- 
licious irradiations from the word, by the fpirit of 
•wifdom and revt!atnq, in the knowledge of Chrift. 
Having formerly much hurt my foul, by a legal 
land felfifh manner of perfonal covenanting with 
God, at this time I did not incline to fuch deal- 
ing with him. But (r.) I was not only firmly 
perfuaded of Jefus Chrift’s infinite ability and 

willingnefs 
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wiJIingnefs to faveto the uttermoft, Heb. yii. 25. ; 
but 1 found the beginnings of falvation already 
wrought in me, in a deliverance from the power 
of fin and Satan, and giving me fuch views of 
the Pearl of great price, that I was in feme mea- 
fure ready to part with all things for him. (2.) By 
this manifeftation, my foul was exceedingly en- 
gaged to him, and to his way; earneftly defirous 
to kno-w him, and the power of bis refurrebiion, and 
the fellowfhip of his fufferingt. (3.) As I had de- 
ftroyed myfelf, my defire was to be Intirely un- 
der his hand, that he might recover me, and fi- 
nifli the work which he had begun in me, with 
Jbtutings of grace, grace unto it, Zech. iv. 6. 
(4.) I humbly requefted, that he would not let 
me lye as an ufelefs weight upon the face of the 
earth, but gracioufly fit me for any piece of fer- 
vice, however mean. Thus my tranfporting 
views of his ftupendous condefcenfion, and love 
in wooing, and offering, and giving himfelf, and 
all his fulnefs, to fuch a wretch as I am, did fo 
delightfully overwhelm my foul, that I fhall not 
fay I gave myfelf wholly to him ; but rather that 
he, by his almighty power, and efficacious per- 
fuafion, did invincibly feize upon, and render 
me his mod willing captive. Who can come, 
when the Father doth not draw ? or withftand the 
entrance of the light, of the omnipotent effica- 
cioufnefs of mercy and grace, carrying under- 
ftanding and will and every thing elfe in the foul a- 
longfl with it, in the mod pleafant and free man- 
ner, towards him who alone is altogether lovely ? 
Set me as a feal upon thine heart, as a feal upon thine 
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ecrm ; for love is ftrong as 
£ 7. 

death, &c. Song viij jt 

5. For a confiderable tifne after, my walk up 
through the wilderrrefs was very comfortablCi, 
Ih this hindnt/s of youth, and love of efpoufats, the 
frame of my foul was very pleafant; fpiritual ex- 
etcifes were ordinarily Very delightful, though 
not without feme drivings with Satan and my in- 
dwelling edrruptidns. The Lord brought me in- 
to the wildernefs, and fpake comfortably to my 
heart, and retrained mine enemies from haraff- 
ittg me, as they did aftemard. I theft flatter* f 
fid iftyfelf, that they were brought down ; and 
that, till I arrived at Immanuel’s land above, I 
would have little elfe to do, but walk on in the 
comforts of the Holy Ghoft. 

Notwithstanding all thefe favours (hew* 
ed me by the Lord, much childifh weaknefs in 
religion remained with me. (1 ) Even fmall 
troubles or temptations were apt to difquiet my 
fpirit, and render me unfit fbr the immediate 
worlhip of God, or a calm and Chriftian walk. 
And, though the Lord ordinarily foon removed 
the occafions of my perplexities, without any 
Clear iffue or victory, yet their returning fo fre- 
quently, made me fear, left my building, whichl 
feemed to be fo eafily overturned, had been found- 
ed on the fand. Thus I was, like a child dandled 
oh the* knees, deftitute of folid a&ivity br cohfi- 
deration. (2 ) I was very fhort-fighted,- ift dif- 
Cerning or judging of 'perfonS or Ho&rines. I 
often read, and heard with pleafure, that which 
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t afterward difteliftied. I wondered at the dif- 
ferent fentiments, of fuch as had far greater in- 
fight into matters than 1 liad. (3.) I Was fome- 
times fnrprized at the inward diftrefles of faints, 
recorded in fcripture, or Otherwife. And thougfi 
I inclined to hope, that 1 would not meet with 
fuch things, I had fome apprehenfions that they 
might be before me. (4.) The Lord having gi- 
ven my fpiritual enemies fueh a confounding 
ftroke, that they (lirred but little for a time, I 
expecled that matters would never be worfe a- 
gain, but I would proceed in my religious courfe, 
in a fmooth and eafy way. 

After Ihad, foraconfiderabletime, walked in 
this pkafant manner, not without a fad mixture 
cf legal fatigue, (k) All my fenfible delights e- 
vanilhed as in a moment; and while my frail bo- 
dy appeared drawing near to death, my foul lan- 
guifhed under guilt* pollution, and diftrefs. I 
often endeavoured, but to no purpofe, to reco- 
ver my wonted livelinefs. Some of my friends 
appearing extraordinarily cold, I was aftoniflied 
to obferve God and men at once righteoufly for- 
faking me. But I durft not give way to mur- 
muring, but left my Complaint upon myfelf; and 
concluded, that fomething about me was difplca- 
fmg to God. (2.) Having accefs to coaverfe 
with Mr Thomas Hogg, I reprefented to him, 
how that, When it was well with my foul, I had 
laboured to have my mind conftantly employed a- 
bout fpiritual things ; but now my heart was fo 
bewildered, perplexed, and disjointed, that I 
could not perform any fpiritual duty; and that 
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iny mirul efpecially wandered when I was ert« 
•raged in the immediate worfhip of God, or when 
I was reading or hearing of fpiritual matters. He 
reprefented to me, that, in fny great ftri&nefs, 
I had been, and {till was, much under the influ- 
ence of a legal principle and temper ; and that I 
had reafon to blefs the Lord, for bringing me off 
from fuch an intenfe labour in fpiritual things, 
ns tended either to crack my intellectuals, deftroy 
my body, make me weary of my life, take up 

■with mere formality in religion, or even become 
Joofe and profane. He reprefented to me, that 
Jefus Chrift having redeemed our bodies, as well 
as our fouls, we fhould take due care of both, 
for his fake ; and that his yoke is eafy^ and his bur- 
den is light, and true exercife of religion advan- 
tageous to cur whole man, in every proper re- 
fpeCt. He reprefented fuperflition, as a perverfe 
and horrible religion, not kindly, but blended 
with noxious feverities. His difcourfe fo far ea- 
fed me, as I faw that my perplexed cafe could 
be, and was truly underftood. 1 darkly percei- 
ved, that it was no fmall mercy, to have a juft 
view of the venomoup nature of my difeafe. And 
being {hut up to the pleafant way of living by 
faith on the Son of God, I wa^eameftly defirous, 
and entertained fome hopes, that he would teach 
me this exercife. 

By this fearching difcourfe of Mr Thomas 
Hogg, I peiceived plainly, that mine eyes had 
feen the Lord Jefus Chrift, and I had fold aU for 
his fake; and that I had no reafou to raze foun- 
dations, though 1 had much reafon to mourn be- 
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fore the Lord, that I had built fo much ivcoJt hay, and fiubble on the foundation, I Cor. iii. 
12. 15. (2.) I faw, that though the Lord had 
graeioufly manifefted himfelf to me, the x ileft of 
finners, 1 had learned but very little of the exer- 
cife of living by faith on Chriit. I had read ma- 
ny excellent things about it, and imagined that 
I had formed diftinft conceptions of it; but my" 
experience manifefted,. that I was fadly unac-^ 
<]'.lainted with the teachings of God concerning it. 
However clear cur notions of fpiritual things may 
appear, yet we realiy know nothing of them a- 
right, but as the Lord teacheth us by the all- 
powerful illumination of his Spirit,*through his- 
word. He that thinks he knows them otherwiie, 
kn&weih nothing yet as he ought to knovs. (3.) The 
difcoveries of Chrift to my foul having been at- 
tended with remarkable influences, and even a 
lively exercife of my weak graces, I fecretly and 
infenfibly looked on myfelf, as poffefied of a (lock- 
in hand ; and thus fell into- a legal way of afting: 
from, and for felf, with little believing depend- 
ance on Chrift, the fountain of life; and hence,, 
my foul was fadly difordered, inftead of bein^ 
kindly humbled for my declinings and revoltin^s 
from the Lord. And, when I got into a lively 
frame, I efteemed and applauded myfelf; beino- 
much taken up with gifts and graces received- 
from Chrift, but little with himfelf. I lived lit- 
tle in the faith of God’s own teftimony, fitting; 
to my feal that he is true : but my foul was fvvay- 
ed in its fears, joys, and griefs, by my experi- 
mental appearances; and having little of that joy 
brought in by believing, I became an tafy prey 
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to every temptation. (4.) Notwithftanding my . 
finding feme pleafure in overftretching my facul- 
ties, in a kind of baftard devotion, yet I found : 

the law a rigorous mafler ; whereas a true life of j 
faith, while it is oppofite, in the bigheft degree., I 
to all fbth and untendernefs, is pleafant aad ! 
cherilhing to both foul and body. 

Before this time I had much, but perverfly, 
delighted in reading the life tfnd letters of Mr 
Jofeph Allan; his applauded conduft being fo • 
like my own legal exercife. , But I how faw, that 
his exorbitant complaints and labours, and his 
difabling of his body for the Lord’s feivice by 
them, or by his c'arelefsnefs about it, flowed 
from his legal Baxterian principles. I was ena- 
bled more clearly to difeern a legal fpirlt, doc- 
trine, or book. And I earneflly befeech my 
friends to avoid, to the uttermoft, -whatever is 
tf a legal/train. Thefe fubtle and foul-ruining 
diftempers, will mofl. infenfibly infinuate them- 
felves, and poifon both heart and praftice, even 
under the choiceft means for battering them 
down; and much more by legal fermons, or 
books, which fhelter and feed them. Such doc- 
trines are not the channel of kindly convidhions, 
or ftmclifying comforts. Mf foul, being now re- 
vived, began to learn a mare excellent way. 

Sometime after this, the Lord provided for 
me, at the Hague, the charge of ir.ftruaing two 
molt agreeable y mug noblemen. Here I lived 
in an agreeable family,'and had accefs to converfe 
with perlons of quality, and others, who were travelling 
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•travelling heavenward. Many of thefc met in 
religions focieties, for prayer and fpiritual confe-- 
rerice, in which I enjoyed no finall pleafure. But' 
it grieved me to fee fome of the members,' in their 
difeourfes; apparently encroach on the minrftcrial 
work; and, like Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 

. meddle with things too high for them. I was 
alfo grieved, to fee religion fo much hurt in that 
country, by their toleration of, or connivance 
at every form of falfe religion, and by their 
want of proper church difeipline ; and by the 
magiftrates Eraftian encroachments on the fokr 
headfhip of Jefus Chriit, and the intrinfic power 
of his church. 

Having much opportunity of fpiritual confe- 
rence, I lived in this family, with fome confider- 
able degree of inward liberty and comfort, for 
a time. But, at lafl:, all of a fudden, while I 
was walking in my chamber, a flood of horrible 
'thoughts, concerning God and religion, were 
forced in upon, and overflowed my heart. And 
though they did not make me look on all the for- 
mer work of God, on my foul, as a delufion, yet 
they fo confounded me, that I could not ufe my 
fpiritual weapons to oppefe them Fearing, leB. 
my heavinefs and confufion might prejudice any 
in the family, or others, againft the good way of 
the Lord, I begged, that he would give me fuch 
compofure, and vigour of fpirit, and pleafantnefs 
of behaviour, as might altogether cover the fad 
diilrefs of my mind. My requdt was fo far grant- 
ed, that I was nothing hindered in my ordinary 
bufinefs, and was even quickened for fpiritual 

I 3- exercifes ; 
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exercifes ; the temptations being either kept 
or much reftrained, while I was employed in 
them. 

I Imparted my cafe to the principal fervant 
of the family, who bad much experience of fuch 
depths'of inward diftiefs He moft tenderly 
fympathized with me. I alfo revealed it to a no- 
ted divine of that country i but he dire&ed me 
to a method of relief alnioft intirely legal. Alas I 
how few . are qualified to /perk a word in Juafort 
to a votary font. I had much more pleafure in 
conyerfing with a well accomplifhed yourg gen- 
tleman, who. had not yet obtained a diftin£k feitle- 
^nent in the way cf the Lord. Our free and fa- 
miliar opening of our fpiritual condition, one 
to another, proved ufeful to< us both. O what 
an advantage it might be for Chriftians, thus to 
exercife mutual freedom,, with proper perfons, and 
to bear cue another's burden's,, rejoice with them 
that rejoice, and weep -with them that weep, Gak 
*i. 2. Rom. xii. 15,. 

About this time, a few lel«£l Chrifiiana* 
fome of them of high rank, and two minifters, 
agreed to obfeive' a private fall, to which I was 
invited. After feveral others had prayed, I, very 
contrary to my inclination, waS" required- to fuc- 
ceed and the order of the meeting admitted of 
no refufah In prayer I was led out, without 
any defign of mine, to morethan ordinary earneft- 
nefs, and into fome acknowledgments, which 
fomewhat correfponded with my own inward ex- 
trcife-i andx in confequenee of which, my mind was 
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was not a little difburdened. At parting, a pious 
and judicious lady challenged me for unkind- 
nefs, in never coming to fee her. I excufed 
myfelf, on account of my own infignificancy. 
Eut, upon her infixing, I engaged to vifit her, 
when it Ihould be convenient for her. When I 
went, Ihe told me, that as die had been long en- 
tangled after a like manner, (he well underftood 
the wildernefs and jkpths of temptation, into 
which I had been brought. And I found, ffom 
her account, that Her inward dlftrefs had been 
fully as great as none •, and that oa a certain day, 
which flic had fet apart in her father’s houfe for 
folemn prayer, (he found her trouble and perplexi- 
ty ftretchcd to the uttermoft, that fhe was like 
to faint and give over •, when the Lord, all of a 
fudden, brought her foul out of prifon, bellow- 
ed on her the cleareft manifeftations of his glorvT in the face of Jefus Chrift, and plentifully filed 
her foul with all the fulnrfs of Cod,. 2 Cor. iv. &• 

• Eph. iii. 19. 
In her diftrefs, lire had written to a renowned 

Scotch divine, then fojourning in Holland, on 
account of the perfecution in Scotland •> whofe 
writings have made him famous at home and a- 
broad, (l fuppofe Mr John Brown ®f Wan>. 
phraj), expecting fome feafonable advice from 
him ; but was aftouilhed, to find him in as en- 
tangled a cafe as herfelf, if not worfe. In his let- 
ters, which Ihe (hewed me, I found him heavi- 
ly bewailing the unhingednefs of his foul ; and 
that he could not fettle in the way of believing 
any one divine truth, while all the fundamental 

principlea 
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principles of religion were fubtilely oppofed, con*i 
tradifted, and blafphemed in his foul, by his fpi-; 
ritual enemies. He obferves, that human learn- 
ing is of no ufe for protetfiing or relieving a fcut! 
in fuch a cafe ; and that the molt diftindt no-^ 
tions, which one can have of divine truths, ra- 
ther confound than direct the foul, while it is ] 
entangled in fuch perplexing temptations. He . 
admires their happinefs, who are favingly taught 
of God', and acknowledgeth, that he was obliged- 
to learn again, the very fir ft principles of the oracles 
of Cod-, the inood, hay, andJhthble of his mere ra- 
tional notions being burnt up, i Cor. Hi.-12. 15. 
Thefe things made me fee, that no new thing had 
happened unto me ; and that it is the' fame divine 
teaching- which fettleth both great and fmall ; 
and that the-weakeft believer may have more of . 
it than the greatell fcholar. 

Sometime after, I went to Rotterdam, to 
converfe with Mr Thomas Hogg. Notwithftand- 
ing his confinement to his bed by ficknefs, he 
tenderly communed with me, and told me, that 
though I had been, for a time, dandled on the 
knees as an infant, I mull not expeft to continue 
always a child, but to lay my account wi*h work- 
ing and wreftling. He informed me, how the 
Lord had tried him, and had carried him through, 
and delivered him. He Ihewed me the reafon- 
ings, by which the temptations had been enfor- 
ced on him, and oppofed by him; and that the 
horrible fuggeflions, or more formed temptations, 
•were fet home on his mind, with a fubtilty and 
force more than human ; that meanwhile, many 

~ • felid 
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! folid and pleafant thoughts were powerfully horn 

in on his mind, to confirm that great truth, that 1 God is, and is a rewarder of them that diligently 
feek him j that at one time his ftruggle with the 
temptation was fo violent, that for fome hours 
together, there was fcarcely a hair of his head 
unimprelTed; that certainly malignant devils 
would foon fwa’low up the poor weak faints, 
unlefs they were fingularly reftrained by God; 
that though the degrees of the trouble were a- 
bated, yet he never got deliverance, till it plea- 
fed the Lord to irradiate his foul, by his word, 
and beftow upon him the molt fweetly over- 
whelming man:fellation of Jefus Chrift ; which, 
for a time, drew forth his foul into the higheft 
raptures of praife. He further obferved, ([.) lhat 
he then found thefe fenpturt-expreffions, I am 
the Lord ; I am God, and there is none clfe, and the 
like, (which he had formerly looked on as fuper- 
fiuous, and fcarce ever doubted,) made the efpe- 
cial channels, through which the moll large and 
powerful influences were conveyed to his foul. 
(2.) That though his proud nature attempted to 
overcome fuch temptations, by legal endeavours, 
and fometimes feemed to obtain fome advantage 
againft them; yet the law, being the minifiralLn 
of death, not of the fpirit, all thefe did but entangle 
him more and more, and carry off his foul from 
the true relief, and render it a more eafy ptey to 
its fpiritual enemies. (3.) lhat the prayer of 
faith was remarkably ufeful for defeating thofe e- 
nemies ; and that the advantages gained again ft 
them by fuch means, are truly folid and lafting. 
(4.) He advifed me not to think ftrange of the 

violence 
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violence and continuance of fiich confli£l;s, as alf 
would ifTue unto my great advantage, and dta- 
blilhment in the Lord’s way. 

To illuftrate the above-mentioned condition 
of my foul, it may not be improper to obferve, 
(r.) Though man, in his fallen date, be utterly 
deftitute of all fpiritual light and life, alienated 
from the life of God through ignorance, and 
mere enmity againfl; him, Eph. iv. i3. 19. Rom. 
viii. 7. 8.; yet his dark notions of the divine na- 
ture, though wholly poifoned and perverted, 
may be accompanied with fome bloffomings of 
moral honefty, Rom. ii. 14. (2.) When, be- 
fides thefe notions concerning God and our duty, 
we enjcy and carefully attend the ordinances 
of fpiritual inftru&ion, and therein exptrience 
the common influences of the Holy Ghoft, Rich, 
{lately and magnificent appearances of real boli- 
refs may be produced, as neither we, nor the 
mod difcerning Chriftians, with whom we con- 
verfe, can readily take for any thing but truly 
gracious experiences. The feed of divine truth 
fown on the flmy ground, where it can have no 
foot, may immediately faring «/>, and make its ap- 
pearance before that fown upon good ground, 
Matth. xiii. 5. 6. 20. 21. (3.) Though every 
faint be endowed with fucb a faving knowledge 
of fpiritual things, as is effentially ditFerent from 
all his former light and knowledge, yet much 
drofs and darknefs remain with him. Proud of 
my fmall flock of rational arguments, I mufter- 
ed them up in oppofxtion to temptations, not 
without fome fuccefs in diveriingthem; yet, be- 

ing 



Mr. JAMES HOG G. 107 
[nng under'the prevalent influence of a felfiih and 
jjlegal principle, I was thus carried off fiom the 
ijimplicity -which is in Chrijly and<?the pleafant ex- 
J ercife of believing on him ; and hence, never found 
I the ftrength of my fpiritualenepiies broken. And 
though my attempts to contemplate God in his 
works of creation and providence, were fome- 
times.very pleafant and ftrengthening, yet they 
never remarkably abated the force of my corrup- 
tions. (4.) In the ftate of innocency, man was, 
and knew himfelf perfe&Iy happy, without any 
pride ; but being fallen, he retains an ill ground- 
ed perfuafion of his remaining goodnefs, which 
leads him to attempt a mixing of the two cove- 
nants of works and grace, and to feek righteouf- 
nefs by the works of the law, and fo promote 
his own eftrangement from the grace of the go- 
fpel. (5.) Though the Jecret of the Lord be-with 
all them that fear him, and he -will fheiu them his 
covenant; yet, through the weaknefs of their 
faith, and by the working of their remaining 
ptide, many notions concerning fpiritual things, 
which are taken up on the authority of men, 
whom we efteem eminent in pans or grace, or 
which are the fruit of our own reafonings, rather 
ftrengthen than weaken temptations, when they 
are employed in oppofition to them. 

After manifold conflifls with my fpiritual 
enemies, and fome victories over them, the Lord 
began to teach me more diftindly, the way of his 
communicating fpiritual light and life to my foul. 
Satan and my corruptions, by their craft and vio- 
Jence, {hut me up, .till I could fee no probable way 

of 
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of efcape, 2 Cfiron. xx. 12. I had then given 0* 
ver all further ftruggling with them, as certain 
to fall into their hands at laft, had not the Lord 
prevented my being tempted above that which 
f was able to bear, 1 Cor. x. 13. At length, after 
my legal ftruggling had made much inward noife, 
without any proper fuccefs, he granted me fome 
quietnefs of mind, by difeovering his truths to 
me. In returning and rej) ye Jhall be faved, and 
in quietnefs and confidence Jhall be your Jlrength, 
If. xxx. 15. On this I perceived, (1.) That all 
that which God hath teftified, concerning him- 
felf, is really to be found in him, and that not 
by parts, but by perfedt unity; his holinefs being 
nothing but himfelf, an holy God, £jV. Deut. 
vi. 4. (2.) Hence, it muft be the want of the 
knowledge and faith of what God is in himfelf, 
that maketh us fo ready to dagger concerning 
his truths, providences, or our duty, or any other 
fpiritual thing, efpccially when we are fore 
tempted. If we behdd the beauty of the Lord, 
we would never fear, but only believe, Mark v. 
36. Pfal. xxvii. 4. 13. Job xl. 2. 4. 5. and xlii. 
2.—6. (3.) In perfedl fuitablenefs to their cir- 
cumftances in this world, the Lord fo reveals 
himfelf to all his people, as they fee his glory in 
his word and providence, and know the truth in 
Jefus Chrift, according to the meafure of the 
light beftowed upon them, Luke x. 21. (4.) As 
all divine truths centre in God himfelf, it is ma- 
riifeft, that according to the meafupe of faving 
light, the knowledge of him, and of his truths 
and ways, go together, John xvii. 3. The Lord 
is one, and his name, the manifeftation of him- 

felf 
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TslT is one, Zoch. xiv. 9. And, however we may 
anfwer the cfuibbles of oar fpiritual eHemies, by 
our reafonings, yet, till the Lord give eyes to fee% there will be no-real deliverance4 no change, 
making us children of the light, and of the day, 
net of the night, nor of darkr.efs, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
1 Their, v. 5. (5.) Spiritual light, by manifeft- 
ing God in Chrift, who is ALL in ALL, fills the 
foul with correfpondent joy, 1 John i. 1.—4. 5. 
John xvi. 22. Rom. xiv. 17. with Col. ii. 9. to. 
And as the difcoveries of his being God, and 
of his being our God and our all in the pro- 
mife, are infeparably conne£ted in all the decla- 
rations, offers, and invitations of the gofpel, 
there can be no real believing of God’s teftimo- 
ny concerning himfelf, without fome affurance 
included in it, though a poor toffed believer do 
not difcern it. (6.) Spiritual light and life be- 
ing infeparably conrte&ed, our foul is neceffarily 
filled with holinefs and comfort, and temptations 
are repreffed, according to the meafure of fuch 
light bellowed on us. The knowledge of the 
truth maketh us pure and free indeed, 2 Pet. i. 
3. 4. John viii. 32. Though I obtain little fpi- 
ritual enlargement, I find that I enjoy it, only 
when the Sun of righteoufnefs Ihineth upon my 
foul. And fince the Lord hath made light fo 
fweet to me, Eccl. xi. 7. it comforteth me much, 
that heaven is the inheritance of the faints in 
light, CoL i. 12. (7.) Since the entrance of 
fpiritual light into men’s hearts hath the princi- 
pal influence in deftroying the kingdom of fin and 
Satan there, it is no wonder, they do all that 
they can to oppofe it. (8.) The Lord, in this il- 

K lumination. 
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liimination, giving no difcoveries of himfelf, bo£ 
what are already revealed in his word, he makes 
a believer perceive clearly, the agreement of his 
word, and of his work, If. lix. zi. 

Not only did the Lord more generally eftablifli 
me in his way, but, after much ftruggjing with 
temptation, I received a gracious, powerful, 
and particular eftablifliment, in the grOat funda- 
mentals of religion, relative to the exijience of 
<Jody the divine authority of the/capture's, and the 
like. The exifterice of God is fo manifefted, by 
its own light, to the confeiences of all men, whe- 
ther they will or not, and fo irrefragably and fen- 
fibly demonftrated in the works of creation and 
providence, that the horrible rage of our fpiritu- 
al enemies againft it doth but manifeft their pure 
malice againft Qod and men. Neverthelefs, e- 
ven thefe confiderations, though fometimes re- 
frefhful to my mind, diverted me from laying full 
ftrefs upon the Lord’s own teftimony, concern- 
ing this truth, in his word, Heb. xi. 3. 6. Mean- 
while Satan, and my own inward corruptions, 
nfed manifold ftratagems, in managing their caufe 
in my foul. (1.) They raifed thick clouds of car- 
nal reafonings, to darken fuch feriptures as were 
hard to be underflood, fo that I faw an abfolute 
need of almighty power, for bringing into cap- 
tivity every high thought to the obedience of 
thrift, 2 Cor. x. 4. 5. (2.) Such feriptures as, 
through the darknefs of my mind, feemed to 
countenance any grofs error, were urged upon 
me, with a fubtelty and force far exceeding any 
thing I ever perceived in the reafonings of the 

moft 
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moft fubtile hereticks. This hath me often ad- 
mire the mercy of God, in reflraining Satan from 
fuggefting fuch ftrong objefb’ons againft the truth, 
to atheiits, libertines, and hereticks, as he per- 
mits him to fugged to the faints; and-in making 
even the things hard to be underdood, in fcrip- 
ture, plain to them, by the fliining of his Spirit 
upon his word. (}.) The apparent inconfidcn- 
cies of fcripture were vehemently urged home 
on my mind ; nor, till the Lord, by his word, 
bedowed upon me a fpecial illumination, could 
all my rational convictions, of the perfeAharmo- 
ny of thsfe difcordant-like paflages, fix my mind. 
(4.) The drange appearances of providence, par- 
ticularly, in the afflictions of the godly and pre- 
fperity of the wicked, were no lefs fubtilely and 
vehemently inculcated on my thoughts. 

By thefe temptations to atheifm, I learned, 
<i.) That however drongly our mind may aflent 
to this truth, that there is a Ccd, yet, unlefs that 
alfent be chiefly founded upon God’s own tefli- 
mony, publilhed in his word, declaring that and 
•what he is in Chrid, reconciling the world to 
himlelf, we can never be cured of our atheifm. 
Even devils affent to the great truths of the go- 
fpel, in a firm and affeding manner, Jam. ii. 19. 
Matth. viii. 29. Mark i. 24. ; no wonder then, 
the children of devils have a faith like that of 
their father. (2.) As long as there remains any 
reigning prejudices againd the dridnefs and fpi- 
rituality of the Lord’s way, and againd the glp. 
ries of his providence, attaeifm dill reigns in our 
heart, 1 Cor. ii. 14. There is nothing but a 

K 2 mere 
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mere difference of degree, and manner of atfie- 
ifm, among all the unregenerate, Pfal. xiv. i. 
Eph. if. i 2. (3.) God being at once the begin- 
ning and end of all things, none can know or 
acknowledge him, as the cause of all things, 
who do not propofe him to themfelves as their 
Last end. Hence, Satan may not only not op- 
pofe, but even cherifh, a mere contemplative per- 
fuafion of divine truths ; as that, in fo far as it is 
trufted to, ftrengthens his kingdom, 1 Cor. i. 21. 
Rom. i. 21. (4.) Even they, who are altogether 
deliitute of faving grace, may exceedingly give 
themfelves to fuch enquiries, obfervations, and 
improvements, as tend to the further clearing, 
and confirmation of divine truths, Rom. ii. 17. 
to 21. But never, till the Lord enlightened my 
foul, could I, with pleafure, fearch into thefe 
things, from a defire toward the Lord, and the re- 
membrance of his nmne, If. xxvi. S'. 9. Pfal. cxi. 2. 
(5.) As I was fpmning a fyftem of divinity out of 
my own bowels, in a fclf-flattering way, and a- 
ny exercife of faith which I had was fearfully 
mingled with a legal ftrain, which prompted me 
to trufl in, and honour myfelf; I cannot fufficient- 
ly adore the mercy of that difpenfation, which, 
By removing all merely rational props, and deli- 
vering me from an undue regard to them, fhut 
me up to receive all revealed truths, upon his 
one Ample teftimony, Heb. xi. 3. Gen. i. 1. 
And, as I had long gone in a bad tradf, it re- 
quired much work from the Lord to pull me out 
of it, and to call down every high thought and 
imagination. As it was altogether contrary to 
my corrupt and proud nature to go without itfelf, and 
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»nd fight againft Chrifl’s enemies, in his own 
ftrength, and by his Spirit; my inward lulls gave 
great advantage to the temptation of Satan, and 
enabled the violence and craft of it to cut exceeds 
ing deep into my fcnl. It therefore required 
great work from God to unbottom me ; fo as I 
might build all my exereifes and hopes upon 
Chrift alone, in a manner fuited to that ftmplici- 
1y which is m him. It was exceedingly diftreffing 
to me, to have all my defenees fwept away, as 
by an overBowing flood. 

While I was in this fearful diftrefs, Godr like a tender parent, was peculiarly kind to me. 
He not only exceedingly refrefhed my foul on 
fome occafions, but made means ufeful to mer which appeared very unlikely to anfwer fuch 
ends, and made even bitter things fweet. (i-) I 
was enabled to a£l faith more purely upon the 
teftimony of God, without any other prop, Jonah 
ii. 2. 3. 4. 2 Chron. xx. 12. 20. {2.) Through 
the exercife of faith, as the mother grace, 
the other graces of the fpirit, in my foul, were 
drawn forth into their refpedlive exercife, and 
flrengthened, and the fanclification of my na* 
ture and lify promoted, 2 Pet. i. 5.—8. (3.) I 
found my love not quenched, but quickened by 
the floods of temptation. Song viii. 6. 7. (4.) By 
yny inward diftrefs, I was preferved from fpiri- 
tual fecurity, 2 Cor. xii. 7. 8. 9. (5.) My heart 
was ftrongly drawn out in love toward others. 
I had fuch a tender regard to the people cf God, 
that I durft not indulge myfelf in fpeaking or 
a&ing any thing,, which might prove Humbling 
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to them, Pfah Ixxiii. 15. And in focial meet- 
ings, and otherwife, I was led out to do all I 
could for the edification of others. And I fre* 
quently found light and life conveyed into my 
own foul, while I was exerting myfelf for the 
fpiritual advantage o£ others. (6.) The Lord, 
from time to time, fo reftrained mine enemies, 
as I might breathe, and bs fitted for anew battle. 
(7.) In the very heat of the fpiritual confliQ:, I 

■was fometimes made to fee the iffue afar off; ancf, 
like a (hip toffed at fea, I got views of an happy 
iffue, which fometimes appeared near at hand, 
and fometimes forther off. And, according to 
the meafure of the difcovery, I found myfelf lef* 
Ot more quieted, ftrengthened, or encouraged* 
in my oppofition to the temptation, PfaJ. xxvii. 
1. 2. and iii. 1. 2. 3. Often my deliverance was 
Jong held forth to me, in the promife and provi- 
dence of God, to encourage me to run and fight 
for it. In this manner, diftreffed believers are 
borne up amidft their perplexities and faintings, 
relative to both their temporal and fpiritual con- 
cerns. And their deliverance being brought 
near, from time to time, is eafily and quickly 
completed at laft. I haws often wondered, that 
3 did not obferve this fboner, when God had 
made it fo plain and palpable. 

Amidst the rage of thefe fpiritual enemies, 
3 alfo had fometimes a pleafant remembrance of 
former experiences, and was led out to cry, Re~ 
turn to thy refit 0 my foul \ for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully -with theCy Pfal. cxvi. 7. ; but I was 
quickly driven back, as by a contrary tide. (1.) Ha- 
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ving found that, in the day of my diftrers, cre- 
ated enjoyments had turned out vanity and vex- 
ation of fpirity I was certain, that none of them, 
ror the extracted marrow of them all, could 
have afforded my foul fuch fweet repofe, as I had 
experienced. (2.) I had often fearfully con- 
founded and bewildered myfelf, by feeking reft 
in legal performances. (3.) While 1 had been 
labouring, and heavy laden, my eyes had been 
opened to behold the Lord Jefus, in whom the 
weary are at reft j and his fweet invitation for 
fuch to come to himfelf, and find refi to their foulsy Matth. xi. 28. had been the mean of conveying 
fuch light, life, and power, into my foul, as 
gracioufly drew, and made me willing to come 
to him : Upon this, I had found a fweetnefs 
which ten thoufand worlds cannot afford. JefuS 
Chrift had taken 'fuch place in my heart, that I 
had enough in him alone ; and without him, all 
things were but empty, burdenfome, and nau- 
feous to my foul, Pfal. iv. 6. 7. Even while my 
foul was a field of frequent battles, I faw, through 
a cloud, the Lord maintaining his own work in 
me, and ftamping his image on me, anfwerably 
to the fcope of gofpel-truth. (4.) My remem- 
brance how the Lord had wounded and healed 
me, killed and made me alive, helped to make 
me hope, that at length he would heal and quick- 
en me again. 

At laft the Lord delivered and eftablilhed me, 
concerning which it may be obferved, (1.) No 
human reafoning or knowledge, however valuable 
in its own place, hath any influence in breaking 

the 
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the real power of a temptation to atheifm, or o 
ther wickednefs, or in procuring any fpiritual 
deliverance ; except in fo far as it is intirely fub- 
ordinated to an immediate believing of God’s 
own teftimony in his word. (2.) In fo far as 
our aflent to revealed truth, concerning the ex- 
iftence or charader of God, doth not reft wholly 
upon his own teftimony, our faith is mingled 
with drofs: for, in fo far as we credit that mat- 
ter upon any other bottom, we hold God’s tefti- 
jmony an infufficient ground of belief; and fo, 
inftead of believing him infinitely true and faith- 
ful, wre wake him a liar. (3.) Hence, when we 
depend on our own reafoning, Satan fubtilely im- 
proves our intelledual powers to attend to, re- 
ceive, and even inforce his fuggeftions; and thus, 
infenfibly decoys us into more inextricable dark- 
nefs. (4.) The Lord, in his time, delivered 
me from thefe atheiftical temptations, to doubt 
or difcredit his exiftence, by pleafantly teftify- 
ing unto my foul by his word ; Hear O Ifrael 
the Lord our Cod is one Lord, Deut. vi. 4. Xe are 
try witnejfes, faith the Lord, that ye may know and 
believe me, and undtrjlandJhat I am he. Be- 

fore me there was no god formed, neither Jhall 
there be after me. I, even I, am the Lord, and be- 
fides me there is no Saviour. Te are my wittuffs 
that I am God. Tea, before the day war, I am 
he, If. xliii. 10.—13.; and efpecially that word, 
I AM THAT I AM, Exod. iii. 14. Thus I was 
fully fatisfied, that God is, and is a rewarder of 
them that diligently feek him, Heb xi. 6 And 
beholding his glory, in the glafs of his word, I was' 
changed into the fame image} from glory to glory, by 
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the Spirit of the Lord. (5.) I found, that Chrlft, 
by a Angle manifeftation of himfelf in his word, 
can manifeft their devices, break their ftrength, 
and put to ftight the moll powerful and crafty 
enemies of our foul. 

Having been thus gracioufly efhblifhed m 
that fundamental truth, that God truly exijls, and 
is 'whatever he hath manifejted himfelf to be in his 
word, I afterward found my mind imprefled with 
the following ufeful remarks: (1.) That very 
light which manifelts God in Chritl as all in 
all, -manifefts the whole courfe of his provi- 
dence, particularly that which relates to the eter- 
nal ftate of angels and men, to be incomprehen- 
fibly perfe£t and excellent. O the inconceivable 
wickednefs of fretting at his providence, when 
it thwarts our inclinations j or, in thinking or 
fpeaking of him as an hard mafter, when his 
providences are fo dark or terrible, that we can- 
not comprehend them. It is goody that a man 
floould both hopey and quietly waity for the falvation of 
the Lord -, that while bearing the yoke, he fit alone 
and keep filence, and put his mouth in the duft, if 
fo there may be ho^e, Lam. iii. 25. — 29. We have 
finned, do unto us whatfioever Jeemtth good unto thee, 
deliver us only, we pray thee, this day, Judg. x. 
15. (2.) His whole word muft be like himfelf, 
true, perfect, wife, znA good, founded on his fo e 
authority, Pfal. xii. 6. Prov. xxx. 5. 6. (3.) The 
reafon why the Lord permits fuch temptations, 
and fufpicions concerning his exiftence, nature, 
and everlafling love, to foijow after the molt 
ravilhing manifeltations of his glory, is to teach 

us 
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us compliance with his will, and oblige us to 
an earned improvement of his word, 2 Cor. 
xii. 7. 8. 9. (4.) All forming of refolutions, or 
attempting of proje&s, without acknowledging 
the Lord, and aiming at his glory as our chief 
end, is a plain oppofition to his glorious perfec- 
tion and will, Matth. vi. 33. Creatures are 
truly comfortable* only in fo far as we enjoy 
them as coming from our gracious God, and as 
helping us forward to the enjoyment of him, If. 
Iv. 2. He leads men in the way of righteoufnefs, 
that he may caufe thofe that love him to inherit 

fubfiance, and may Jill all their tteafure^, PfQV. 
viii. 20. 21. 

In all this dependence upon God, (i.) Our 
eye mud be Angle, and matters rightly dated, 
with refpe& to our chief and lad end, 1 Pet. iv. 
11. 1 Cor. x. 31. Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. 26. (2.) We 
mud take all our dire&ion from the word of God 
itfelf, not from any impreffion made on our mind 
in the application of it; as it is only by light de- 
rived from it, under the influence of the Holy 
Ghod, that our faith, and other graces, can be 
quickened to a lively exercife. (3.) However 
rational, prudent, and anfwerable to the ends 
propofed, o ir proje&s may be, yet, if we get 
no light from the word of God, direfling and 
encouraging to profecute them, we ought to lay 
them afide; as nothing can compenfate the lead 
alienation of our foul from Chrid. Thus, right 
eyes mud be plucked out, and right hands or 
feet cut off, for his fake, Matth. v. 29. 30^ 
(4.) All our endeavours ought, therefore, to concern re. 
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concentre, in feeldng more light firom the Lord, 
through his word. Under the light of his court-, 
tenance, the new creature Kveth. How athe- 
iftical then, when, in our deliberations about the 
public, and efpecially church-affairs, the mind 
of the Lord is not thus confulted. (5.) Whate- 
ver is done according to the Lord’s will, flows 
from a folid perfuafion and pleafant fenfe of his 
authority) and fo is done in the name of the Lord 
Jefust Col. iii. 17. Jam. iv. 12. Pfal. cxvi. 16. 
and cxxiii. 2. All the new-covenant relations of 
God to us, as our fathert hijbandt and the like, 
excite and engage our hearts to this kindly fub- 
jeftion. This humble and obedient temper flows 
from the true faith of God’s exiltence, and of 
what he is as manifelled in Chrift : it is cal- 
culated to adorn the doBrine of God our Saviour in 
alt things, and tends to fpread abroad the good 
favour of it over the confciences, even of the 
moft profligate. (6.) As God hath all glory and 
perfedion in himfelf, nothing can be enjoyed as 
a mercy, in which God himfelf is not enjoyed, 
in order to a more full and perfed enjoyment of 
him. And as all creatures, in themfelves, are 
but vanity, and have been poifoned by the en- 
trance of fin into the world, there can be no 
true fweetnefs found in them, but as Chrift is en- 
joyed in them. Hence, only the rr.eek inherit the 
earth, by tailing the true relilh of creatures, in 
feeing and enjoying Chrift in and through them. 
A little that a juft man hath, is thus better than the 
riches <f many -wicked, Matth. v. 5. Pfal. xxxvii. 
11. 16. They have all, and abound, Phil. iv. j 8. 19, 
Hence, it necefiarily follows, that no imaginable 

advantage 
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advantage can compenfate the lofs which a foul 
fuftains, by grieving the Holy Ghoft, or falling 
into eftrangement from God, by any adit or courfe 
defiling and uneafy to the confcience. How great 
then the prevalence of atheifi®, when carnal con- 
fiderations, and profpedt of worldly advantages, 
fway men to adit contrary to their light, or with- 
out any diredition from the Lord 1 

I had alfo much inward perplexity, whether 
any regard ought to be given to human reafon in 
the matters of religion, particularly W'ith refpedl: 
to the doditrincs of it •, and what that regard 
ought to be. (r.) It is certain, that, notwith- 
llanding mens titter blindnefs with refpedit to a 
fpiritual apprehenfion of divine things, they ftill 
retain fome knowledge of thefe matters, imprint- 
ed on their mind by God himfelf, Rom. i. 19. 
20. and ii. 14. (2.) This natural knowledge of 
God, and what pertains to him, being mingled 
with fo much dafknefs, and being fo much per- 
verted by the wickednefs of our heart, its dic- 
tates are fo uncertain and obfcure, that all true 
and faving knowledge of God mufl: be produced 
by the faving illuminations of his own Spirit, 
through his word, 2 Cor. iv. 6. Heb. xi. 3. 6. I 
therefore depended on the Lord alone, to mani- 
Feft himfelf to my foul, as he doth not unto the 
•world-, and to eltablifh me on himfelf, as the on- 
ly foundation revealed in the gofpel, If. xxviii. 
16. 1 Cor. iii. 11. (3.) I found by experience, 
under my temptations, that natural reafonings do 
not avail any thing to the fettlement of a per- 
plexed foul, unlefs in fo far as they are intirely 

fubje&ed 
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Aibje&ed to the revelation of Chrift. To the un- 
believing) nothing is pure ; their mind and confcience 
being defiled. Walking in the light of /parks of 
our 011m kindling, but iffues in eternal forrow. 
It is but a feeding on afhes, a turning afide under 
the power of a deceived heart, with a lie in our 
right hand, Tit. i. 15. If. 1. 11. and xliv. 20. 
(4.) AChfiftian can only be really eftablilhed, in 
his own mind, concerning any thing fpirituil, 
when the fame illumination of the Holy Ghoft, 
which manifelts God in Chrift to him in the ^gof- 
pel, doth difcover what we are to believe con- 
cerning him. It is only he who reafons by faith, 
under the influence and diredlion of God’s Spi- 
rit, that will walk regularly and furely ; while he 
that leans to his ovin underfianding, and trufis ta 
his own heart, will manifell himfelf a fool, 2 Cor. 
v. 7. Prov. hi. 5. 6. and xxviii. 26. 1 Cor. iii. 
18. An a&ing of faith, in acknowledging the 
Lord, and waiting for dire&ion and encourage- 
ment from his word, in the moft common affairs 
of life, would greatly promote our fpiritual 
growth in grace, and good works, Pfal. xvi. 8. 

Satan’s remarkable fuccefs in leading men 
into grofs errors, is owing to fuch things as the 
following: ( 1.) The very power of fpiritual dark- 
nefs, bliftdnefs, and error efpecially, confifts in 
a vain imagination of light. Becaufe they think 
they fee, their fin (their darknefs) remaineth, 
John ix. 40. Rev. iii. 17. Rom. ii. 17.—2r. (2 ) Hence proceeds a proud valuation of them- 
felves, on account of their own filly, faplefs, no- 
tions, x Cor. viii. 1. John vii. 48. Deut. xxix. 
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4. (3.) Hence are produced fuch perverfe and 
inconfiftent imaginations, concerning matters, as 
mens diverfified humours or circumftances bend 
their minds. (4.) This wifdom of the flefh being 
enmity againji God, Satan improves thefe imagi- 
nations, and inclinations of their heart, to ren- 
der their apprehenfions of God, and of divine 
things, more and more erroneous: And, in fo 
doing, (1.) Pie improves mens natural abilities, 
in an apparent anfwerablenefs to promote their 
own carnal honour, pleafure, or profit. (2.) Ha- 
ving puttied them into one error, he improves 
their pride to make them adhere to it, and in- 
vent or embrace other errors, in order to defend 
it. (3.) He labours to make learned and devout 
perfons principal inventors and propagators of 
error ; in order that it may be the more reveren- 
ced, and readily embraced, or adhered to, by o- 
thers. (4.) Men being much tickled with the 
prettinefs, or appparent ufefulnefs, of their new 
opinion, this mightily entangles their affe&ion 
to it, and fixeth their mind in it, Col. ii. 2. Gen. 
iii. 5. 6. 2Cor. xi. 2. (5.) A diligent, and ef- 
pecially a believing fearch, into the fecrets of di- 
vine truth, is very contrary to the flothful and 
perverfe inclinations of our corrupt heart, and 
his temptations: and if any fearch be made, it is 
often fuperficial and felfifli, without any fingle 
dependance upon the Holy Ghoft, for fpecial in- 
flruttion ; and fo can produce no fettlement on 
Chrift as the alone foundation, 1 Cor. iii. n. 
(6.) Thefe who are orthodox in their judgment, 
being much eftranged from all divine illumina- 
tion, by the word and fpirit of Chrift, too often 

reft 
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feft their perfuafion of their principles, upon no 
better foundation than their own reafonings, and 

-the teftimony of others ; upon which the erro- 
neous alfo build their mifapprehenGons. Not- 
withftanding all.their painted accomplifhments, 
the vail of fpiritual blindnefs, and the power qf 
alienation from the life of God, remains in their 
full ftrength in their foul. 

In eftablifhing my foul, in the faith of that 
which he hath revealed in his word concerning 
himfelf, (1.) The Lord thoroughly convinced me, 
of my own ignorance and blir.dnefs in every fpi- 
ritual matter, that I faw myfejf altogether jcoL 
ijb, ignorant, and brutijti before him, Prov. xxx. 
ii. 3. Pfal. Ixxiii. 22. Job xlii. 3. 5. f>. ^2 ) I 
found myfelf peculiarly ignorant concerning God 
himfelf, as manifefted in Cnrift, in his being, at- 
tributes, and Perfons ; and concerning the my- 
fteries of the gofpel. In thefe matters, 1 found 
myfelf below the beafts that perilh, even the mofl 
ftupid, If. i. 3. Jcr. viii. 7. Job xv. 12. (j.J I 
found, that Satan, and my own corrupt heart, 
had, at leaft, entangled me into many hard and 
perverfe thoughts of God. (4.) I found, that 
all my natural reafonings were eafily overthrown, 
by the fubtilty and violence of his temptations. 
(5.) When all refuge failed me, it pleafed the* 
Lord to manifelt himfelf in Chriit through his 
word, and by his Spirit, to my foul, 2 Cor. iv. 
6. Pfal. xxxiii. 9. This made me fee myfelf al- 
together overpowered, and filled with darknefs, 
weaknefs, and wickednefs. (6.) The light of 
his countenance, fhining into my foul, led and 

k 2 dtew 
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me into a pleafant confideration of divine things 
John xvii. 3. (7.) With much fatisfaclion and 
delight, I obferved, that becaufe we cannot qom- 
prehend him as he is in himfeif, he allows us to 
apprehend him, as it were by parts, in bis feve- 
ral attributes ; and hath manifelled himfeif in 
our nature, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
2 Cor. iii. 18. (8.) Though I could not com- 
prehend what the Lord difcovered to me in his 
.word, yet I was firmly perfuaded of its excellen- 
cy ; even as he who looks at the meridian fun is 
certain that he fees him, and that he is glorious*, 
though he cannot conceive, or tell, what his light 
or glory is. (9.) Having feen the incomprehen- 
fible greatnefs and glory of Ge’d, and of the my- 
fleries of religion, I was led to a deep concern, 
that I might never attempt to exprefs them hut 
in-proper words ; and I conceived an indignation 
againft all ufing of the enticing words of mans 
v ifdom in the matters of God, Job xlii. 3. 
I Cor. ii. 1. 4. 5. 13. (to.) I was made fearful 
of adventuring one ftep in my converfation, with- 
out the Lord’s- fpecial diredtion, Jer. x. 23. Prov. 
xvi. 9. (11.) Knowing that the groffer kind of 
atheifni is detefted among alj^na-ions, Satin and 
our corrupt heart drefs it iti another form ; a- 
fcribing to God things unworthy of.him, and 
drawing us off from our dependance on him : but 
the Lord, in manifefting himfeif in Chrift to my 
foul, not only firmly perfuaded me, that he is 
whatever he hath declared himfeif to be in his 
word; but alfo confirmed my mind againfl that 
atheifm, which is interwoven with the Pelagian 
and Armenian errors; which reprefent him, as n god 
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god -who cannot certainly htoiv all things, and ouho 
isfubjeEl to changes andpajfions ; who hath not the 
government of ftnful actions under his power, and 
cannot certainly fix the time of mens death. 

The Lord alfo pleafantly fixed my mind, in 
the faith of the glorious myftery of three Perjone 
in one Godhead. I was made clearly to perceive, 
from his word, (1.) That his infinite perfedion 
can only be fully known by himfelf. Job xi. 7. 
(2.) Whatever he reveals concerning himfelf, in 
his word, muft therefore be believed upon his 
own teftimony, notwithftanding our inability to 
comprehend the full meaning of his words. 
(3.) It is molt dreadful prefumption in us, to 
conceive, or inculcate upon others, any thing con- 
cerning God, which he hath not manifefted con- 
cerning himfelf. If he hath left a veil on his 
own mylleries, it is an exalting of ourfelves above 
him to attempt to explain them. And if our 
explications of them be overthrown, we are apt 
to fall a doubting of that which he hath plainly 
revealed. (4.) As God hath plentifully reveal- 
ed thefe myfleries in his word, we ought to reft 
fatisfied, in humbly knowing and believing the 
plain fcriptural expreffions concerning them, tho> 

the things reprefented in them infinitely furpafs 
our comprehenfion. (5.) His own declarations 
of his mind, in his word, being applied to my 
foul by his fpirit, made me difeern and believe 
the certainty of this myftery, of the Trinity of Per- 
fons in one Godhead ; and that there can be no 
right gofpel-worlhip of God, but in fo far as it 
is truly and cordially believed. 

L3 After 
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After no fmall inward confli£l and perplex- 

ity, concerning the divine authority of the fcrip- 
tures, I had my mind fully convinced and efta- 
bliHied in this point While, by powerful illu- 
mination through the fcripture, the Lord per- 
fuaded my foul of his own exiftence and perfec- 
tions, manifefied in Chrift, he, by making me 
to believe what he teftified, made me, neceflari- 
ly, to believe the fcripture to be bis oron tejhmc- - 
ny. Neverthelefs, fome other confiderations af- 
fifledtowards my fettlementon this head, ( r.) The 
fcriptaires exactly reprefent the heart of man,, 
which God only can feareh. Hence, affoon as 
©ne hath his eyes' opened, to diicern the light 
of the fcriptures, he difcerns the depths of his 
inward wiekednefs and the more fully, this light 
fhineth, the more fully are the fterets1 of his 
heart manifeded, t Cor. xiv. 25. ; whereas,, 
without th s faving illumination by tlie fcriptures,. 
the moft learned men are often the greateft dran- 
gers to their own heart. (2.) The fcn'ptures. 
have a marvellous influence, ia breaking the force,, 
©r weakening the roots of the ftrongeft tempta- 
tions, and in meekening and fwectening the mind: 
under the greateft didreiTes, Pfal. cx-ix. 92. and- 
Xciv. 17. iS. and xlvi. 1.—4.; in rendering the 
tnoft fnr.ple wife and prudent, Pfal. xix. 7. 8. 9. 
and cxix. 97.—-roo.; in elevating the foul, and 
filling it with inexpreffible jpy, under heavy 
troubles, Rom. v. 3. 5- 2 Gor* vi- 9- IO- > in 

fitting men^ through faith, for the mod heroic 
achievements, Web. xi. 3,3 34. 35. ; and in rai- 
fing their heart above every private and felfifh 
fluid,. Maith. v. 44- 45- a Cor. xii. 15. Rom. xii. 
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1S.—21. A£ts v. 41. and xx. 23. 24. and xxt. 
13. 1 Cor, iv. 9. 13. (3.) There is a marvellous 
ag'eement between the experience cf exercifed 
fouls, in every age, ftation, and circumftance, 
and that which isrecorded in fcripture. (4 ) They, 
even in a few words, make an extenfive dilcovery 
of moral good and evil, in a manner calculated 
to imprefs mens conferences, and correct their 
former mifapprehenfwns, Plal, cxix. 96. 

The Lord alfo manifefted to me the perfeclion 
©f the feriptures. He not only exprefsly tefti- 
fied, that they are able to m ike men •wi/e unt$ 
falvationy and are profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for inftruEUcn in righteoufnefi y 
that the man of God may be perfedt, throughly fur- 
Tiified unto all good tuoris, 2 Tim. hi 15. 16. 17. 
Pfal. xix. 7.— to.; but I found, (r.) That, in 
in all my diverfified temptations, the Lord had,, 
by his word, manifefted himfelf to me in an 
exaft fuitablenefs and iufliciency to anfwer my 
cafe, had not my faith been fo fettered, that I 
could not credit it. All that is proper to be 
known by its, concerning God, is therein reveal- 

. ed ; and all that is proper to be done by us, is 
therein commanded. (2.) I found the feriptures 
fufficient to give folid reft unto a foul; difeover- 
ing to it,, and leading it oif from,, all unfubftan- 
tial things, to that which is fully fatisfying. and 
quieting, Pfal. cxix. 49. 50. Prov. xviii. 14. 
(3.) I found them fufficient to break the power 
of all temptations, however fubtle, 2 Cor. x. 5. 
If. xxxv. 8. Pfal. xii. 6. (4.) I found, that they 
iiot only clearly reprefented the image of Godr which 
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which was loft by fin, but are fufficient means of 
reftoring it, Deut. x. 12. Mic. vi. 8. Matth. 
xxii. 37. 39. 2 Cor. x. 4. 5. Tit. ii. n. —14. 
(5.) I found, that they plainly reveal, to the weak- 
eft, many important things, which the wifeft 
Heathens, notwithftanding all their light of na- 
ture or tradition, were altogether ignorant of, or 
uncertain about. 

I was alfo delightfully confirmed, in the be- 
lief of the purity of the fcriptures, that, (1.) E- 
very thing which they teach concerning God, k 
altogether worthy of him ; and every thing which 
they require of us is proper to be done, for his 
glory. (2.) The dodtrines contained in them 
are fo far above the reach of human minds, that 
they cannot be underftood or received, without 
divine inftrudtion, 1 Cor. ii. 7. and i. 23. 24. 
1 Tim. iii. 16. Eph. iii. 10. (3.) All the my- 
fteries contained in them are fo connedted into 
one body or fyftem, that if one be really embra- 
ced, they muft all be embraced ; and if one be 
denied, or injured, all muft be injured, Eph. iv. 
4.5.6. (4.) By the fcriptures, all faints obtain 
fuch uniform views of divine things, as promote 
in them a progreffive courfe of holinefs, Heb. vi. 
3. Prov. iv. 18. (5.) The fcriptures reprefent 
truth' and error, in fuch oppofition one to another, 
that the one cannot be feen without the other, 
any more than a mountain without a valley, Rom. 
xi. 6. Gal. ii. 21. and v. 4. (6.) No alteration 
can be made upon the fcriptures. If any thing 
be taken from them, their clofe connedHon would 
appear marred and broken. If any thing be ad- 

ded 
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ded for confutation or confirmation, the deceit 
would quickly appear to one under the enlight- 
ening influence of the Spirit of God. If one part 
were changed, either the v-hole behoved to be 
anfwerably changed, or the connexion, ftrength, 
and fimilarity, would be marred. 

That the Scriptures were not corrupted be- 
fore our Saviour’s incarnation is manifeft, from 
his repeated approbation of them as they ftood, 
John v. 39. Luke xvi. 29. 31. and xxiv. 27. 44. 
45. Matth. xxii. 29. Befides other proofs that 
they ‘have neither before, nor fince, been cor- 
rupted, it is obfervable, (i.) They ftill contain 
the fulleft proof, in oppofition to the feveral er- 
rors which have been vented, or adopted, by 
Jews, Arians, Pelagians, Papifts, and others, 
who could be fuppofed capable of corrupting 
them. (2.) The holy doctrines contained in 
them, had been, and ftiil are drawn out, in a 
multitude of pious writings and difcourfes ; and, 
by the Holy Ghoft, written in the hearts of mul- 
titudes of faints, and exemplified in their con- 
verfation. (3.) As the word and Spirit of God 
are fo infeparably conne&ed, that we cannot hope 
to enjoy the latter but through the former, he 
mufi: preferve the channel of his own influences 
pure and uncorrupt,ed, If. lix. 21. (5.) As for 
the critical dii'putes, relative to the original cha- 
radlers of fcripture, or the like, they did not fuit 
the perplexed cafe of my foul; nor could any ra- 
tional evidences of that kind have availed, with- 
out the all-powerful teftimony of the Holy Ghoft, 

conveyed. 
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conveyed, through his own word, into my heart,. 
Pfal. xliii. 3. 1 Tim. i. 4. 3. 

I had no remarkable perplexity of mind, re- 
lative to the perfpicuity of the fcriptures. But 
I faw plainly, (1.) That nothing lefs than the 
faving illumination of the Holy Ghoft, can make 
0ne fpiritually difcern the truths of God concern- 
ing hunfelf, revealed in his word, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
10. 14. (2.) Nothing can hinder the effe£tual 
teaching of the Holy Ghoft by the word, If. 
xxxv. 8. Matth. xi. 25. Gal. i. 15. (3.) The 
word and Spirit of God being clofely conne£Ied 
in the gofpel-covenant, the prejudices rooted in 
our hearts, againft the truths of revelation, can* 
not be removed, but by his efFe&ual influence, 
1 Cor. ii. 4. 5. 14. 2 Cor. i. 24. 1 ThefT. ii. 15. 
(4.) By his efficacious, fpiritual illuminations, 
through the word, the moft fubtle and ftrong 
temptations of Satan, are effeSually refifted and 
defeated ; and, without them, the cleareft truths 
or arguments, may be mifunderftood or pervert- 
ed, and fo rendered ufeiefs and hurtful, 2 Pet. 
iii. 16. 17.; and no real viflory can be obtain- 
ed over the powers of darknefs by them, Eph. 
vi. 17. 

I HAD no fmall ftrugglin" of mind, concerning 
that eternal life and immortality brought to light 
by the gofpel. And whatever rational affurance 
I had of a future eternal ftate, 1 never obtained 
any vidtory over the temptation, but by believing 
the plain teftimony of Godin his word. (1.) I 
was made to fee, that, fince God hath interpofed 
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his infallible teftimony, it is moft flupid, and 
moft wicked, to indulge or cherilh any fufpicions 
about the truth of thefe things, on account of 
the fublimity of their nature. To do fo, is to 
doubt, whether God ought to be credited in any 
thing. As his authority is no objeft of our fen- 
fes, faith, in receiving it, muft be an evidence of 
things not feen^ Heb. xi. i. (2.) Amidft my 
ftruggles with temptation, I often, with no fmall 
•pleafure and inward confirmation, obferved, that 
God’s difcoveries of himfelf in his word, necef- 
farily require an eternal ftate, 1 Cor. xv. 16. 17. 
1 John v. 20. John xi. 25. Hence, all deep and 
kindly convi£lions of fin flow from quick appre* 
henfions of eternity, Job xxxi. 14. Hof. vi. 4. : 
and all faving illumination, or change of the heart, 
lead men to the apprehenfions of eternal glories, 
1 Cor. xv. 19. 2 Cor. iv. 18. Tit. ii. 13. And as 
this fpiritual light increafeth in the foul, fo do 
believing views of an eternal ftate, and the ravilh- 
ing glories of it, 2 Cor. iv. 18. and v. 1.—8. 2 Tim. 
iv. 7. 8. 2 Sam. ii. 3. 5. (3.) I faw that, with- 
out the faith of an eternal ftate, the promifes of 
fcripture could not have their truth/jr favour, or 
the threatenings their ftrength and efficacy. The 
enjoyment of promifes here, might but render 
men more miferable, through fears of annihila- 
tion, or the like ; and wickednefs might render 
them what they accounted more happy, Mai. ii. 
17. andiii. 15. (4.) I faw that all ou-r religi- 
ous worfhip, and regular converfation, are 
inlaid with the faith of an eternal ftate hereafter, 
that nothing of it can be right, or acceptably per- 
formed, without it. Tit. ii. 11. 12. 13. Jude 20. 

*2, 
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21. This made me often difregard fatanical 
temptations in oppofition to this truth, and la- 
bour to proceed in the way of my duty, John vii. 
17. and i. 46. (5.) I perceived what glorious 
fruits of obedience and fuffering flow from the 
firm faith of eternal happinefs, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 18. 
Rom. viii. 17. 18. Pfal. xvii. 15. 

I had not much inward conflict, relative to 
the perverfions of God’s truth by the open ene- 
mies of the gofpel. It was the legal bias of my 
own heart that chiefly plagued me, with refpeft 
to the Pelagian errors. I have long found, that 
my heart hath difappointed me as often as I truft- 
ed to it; nor have 1 had the right ufe of my na- 
tural or acquired talents, but in the way of a be- 
lieving dependance on God himfelf in Chrift, 
Prov. xxviii. 26. and xvi. 1. For my eftablifh- 
ment in the truth, the Lord made me to obferve, 
{1.) That he had, in his word, reprefented the 
weaknefs and wickednefs of men, in their natu- 
ral ftate, in the plained, ftrongeft, and molt ex- 
prefs manner, Eph. v. 8. and ii. 1. 2. 3. Rom. 
viii. 7. 8. 1 Cor. ii. 14. If. xl. 15. 17. Pfal. Ixii. 
9. 2 Cor. iii. 5. ; and that, as this weaknefs and 
•wickednefs originate from darknefs, fo they are 
difeovered and removed, in proportion to the en- 
trance of fpiritual light into the foul, John viii. 
32. Jer. xvii. 5. and ix. 23. (2.) That the ferip- 
tures having delineated the nothingnefs and loth- 
fomenefs of fallen man, in fo full, lively, and 
powerful a mariner, as no created underftanding 
could have conceived, it is impoflible to evade 
the belief of it, without plainly giving the lie to God 
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God himfdf, Rom. iii. 10.—19. and viii. 7. 8. 
Eph. ii. i.—5. and iv. iS. 19. Rom. i. 28.-—32. 
Jer. xiii. 23. (3.) In agreeablenefs to the whole 
current of God’s word, this truth, of the weak- 
nefs and wickednefs of fallen men, is, by the 
Holy Ghoft, written on every renewed heart, 
1 Cor. xv. 10. Gal. ii. 20. Pfal. Ixxiii. 22. Prov, 
xxx. 2. 3. Job. xl. 4. If. Ixiv. 6. (4.) All the 
promifes of fcripture mull be underltood to have 
the whole of their accomplilhment founded on, 
and flowing from, the free grace and mercy of 
God, Zech. iv. 6. and vi. 13. Rev. v. 9. and vii. 
10. 12. 

The controverfies concerning divine truths, 
agitated among learned and godly men, perplex- 
ed me not a little. But, the Lord, in order to 
my eftablilhment, (1.) Made me fee it to be a 
great mercy, that he had fo clearly and abundant- 
ly exprefled his mind, concerning all fundamen- 
tal truths, that all faints agree in them, and, or- 
dinarily, in the meaning of the fcriptures which 
-fupport them. (2.) The fcriptura! reprefenta- 
tion, of the imperfeft and childilh knowledge of 
the greatelt faints in this life, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. to 
12. was remarkably blefled for the fatisfadion 
of my mind. (3.) Obferving that thofe things, 
about which learned and godly men difpute, are 
not plainly and dire&ly revealed in the word of 
God, but rather confequences which they draw 
from texts of fcripture, I was led to fufpedt a de- 
lufive influence, when men were exceeding pofi- 
tive in their own apprehenfions of them. (4.) J 
faw a beauty in the Lord’s permitting learned 

M and 
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and godly men to differ in their apprehenfions 
concerning fuch truths ; as it tended to wean 
his people from depending on them, or trufting 
to their dire&ion, and to make them cautious of 
feparating from the truly godly, on account of 
their unadvifed words, Phil. iii. 15. 16. This I 
have much attended to in my own conduit. 

In fearching the fcriptures, I have found the 
following rules very ufeful to my foul: (1.) No 
part of fcripture appears mean, if it be rightly 
underllood. (2.) Though there be a moft lively 
and alluring fimplicity in the true explication of 
fcripture, yet nothing but fpiritual experience can 
make that evidence rightly underftood. (3.) As 
a paffageof fcripture, truly underftood, under the 
illuminating influence of the Holy Ghoft, doth, 
by its own light and power, manifeft itfelf to be 
the true mind of God, it is not fafe to deal too 
much in criticifms ; as they are apt to lead men in- 
to uncertain {peculations. (4.) If a truth be ma- 
nifefted to our confcience as clearly taught, or 
enforced, in many places of fcripture, we ought 
to hold it fall, notwithftanding many apparent 
difficulties, ftill waiting on the Lord, till he folve 
them in his own time and way, Prov. ii. 1.—7. 
(5.) Though every adult child of God be, in his 
own meafure, enlightened in the knowledge of 
the fcnptures by the Holy Ghoft, all of them 
ought earneftly to endeavour to obtain more and 
more of bis illuminations, Hof. vi. 3. 2 Pet. i. 
19. Prov. iv. 7. (6.) As we muft carefully be- 
ware of impofing a meaning of our own upon any 
text-of fcriptuie, fo we ought to beware of con- 

fining 
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fining its fenfe, and fo neg!e£ling to dig further 
into its meaning. In many cafes, a proper con- 
fociation of parallel texts, will be found of great 
ufe for explaining of the Lord’s word, which ii 
exceeding broad *. 

Whilerhadwreftled with the above mention» 
ed temptations, and while the Lord was gra* 
cioufly fettling and eftablifhing me in the funda- 
mental truths of religion, I had much cried to 
the Lord for the faving illumination of his fpirit. 
I was therefore deeply concerned to have the dif- 
ference between faving knowledge of divine truths, 
and thefe notions of them which may be ac* 
quired by natural diligence, efpecially under the 
common operation of the fpirit of God. And 
here, (1.) I obferved, that any fmall light which 
I received was attended with a proportionate 
convi&ion, and humbling fenfe of my own daik- 
nefs, Pfal. Ixxiii. 22. Prov. xxx. 2. 3. and an 
earned defire of further illumination by the Holy 

.Ghoft, Pfal. cxix. 18. (2.) I found it plainly 
fupernatural, producing in me fuch heart-ravilh- 
ing and attracting difcoveries, as no natural rea- 
foning could efi'eCt, John iii. 8. (3.) In propor- 
tion to the meafure of this light which I enjoyed, 
I found my confcience more tender, and kindly 
difpofed to a careful obedience to the law of God, 
«oft me what it would, and be it oppofed by whom 

* From experience, T am pcrfindeiJ, that this method of tearch* ing into the meaning of God’s word, is by fat the moft delightful, edifying, and inftruftive; and that commentaries ought to be ufed chiefly as helps, to alfift us in compaiing parallel palfages of (capture. 
M a it 
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if would, Gal. i. 15. 16. (4.) I found, that tKit 
light determined all tbs powers of my foul, more' 
and more to center in God himfelf,. as manifeft- 

*ed in Chrift, as my all and in all, i Cor. 
ii. 2. Gal. vi. 14. Pfal. iv. 6. 7. and xxvii. 4. and 
Ixxiii. 25. 26. and xvi. 5. 6. (5.) I found, that 
God in Chriflr manifefted to me delightfully fa- 
tiated my foul, amidft every want and trouble* 
and made me look on all other things as hulks, 
afhes, and vanity, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 
with Hof. xii. 1. If. xliv. 20. Jer. ii. 13. and iii. 
23. (6 ) Hence, this faving illumination, led 
me out to fuch a pleafant contentment with that 
lot, which the Lord had, in his providence, af- 
figned to me, as no created enjoyment, or natu- 
ral reafoning, could produce, Heb. iv. 3. 10. 
Phil. iv. 11. 12. 18. Pfal. Ixxiii.. 25. 26. 

Being not a little concerned to underftand the 
real nature of btlievingy I obferved, (t.) Thafc 
no faving faith can have any place, where igno- 
rance of the things cf God reigns in the heart; 
And even the remains of this fpiritual darknefs, 
afiilted by our inward lulls,, renders the faints 
ftaggerers at the promife of God, and How of 
heart to believe. (2.) In proportion to the re- 
moval of this darknefs, not by rational reafon- 
ing, but by the illumination cf the Holy Ghoft, 
through the word, do faith, and its attendant 
fruits, of joy, peace, and holinefs, prevail in the 
foul, John ix.. 35.—38. And, as nothing more 
effectually {Lengthens the kingdom of Satan in 
the heart, than an ill-grounded perfuafion of de- 
liverance from his delufions, fo a firm crediting,, and 
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and holding faft the Lord’s promifes, upon his 
own teftimony, makes the foul profper in every 
refpe£t. (3.) In the day of power, the wounded 
foul is, by the enlightening work of God’s Spirit, 
through his word, made to fee the true God as 
tnanifeftedin Chrift,-2 Cof. iv. 4. 6. (4.) The 
Lord having thus manifefted himfelf, the exer» 
cife of faith lies, in receiving him upon his own 
authority, and his own ttftimony concerning 
himfelf, and every thing relating to a free, full, 
and everlafting falvation through him. It is a 
firm affent to that which the Lord hath teftified 
concerning himfelf, wholly founded upon his 
Own authority, John iii. 33. (5.) As the faving 
manifeftation of God in Chrift increafeth in clear- 
nefs, his teftimony is proportionally further un« 
derftood, and more firmly believed, and clofely 
applied. (6.) As the fpiritual darknefs of the 
foul is removed, the power of fin and Satan is 
more and more broken and weakened, Adts xxvi. 
18. 2 Theft, i. 10. 2 Pet. i. 3—8. Gal. v. 6, 
(7.) All the fcriptural reprefcntations of faith 
delightfully agree, with our taking it up as a re- 
ceiving of God’s teftimony concerning his Son, 
upon his own authority, manifefted by the fa- 
ving illumination of his Spirit, in his word. 
Upon the teftimony of God in his word, through 
the illumination of the Holy Ghoft, as a fpirit 
of bondage, we believe the finfulnefs and mifery 
of our natural ftate, and our utter inability to re- 
cover ourfelves, and the fearful wickednefs of 
feeking righteoufuefs by the works of the law. 
Upon the teftimony of God in his word, mani- 
fefted by the faving illumination of his Spirit' 

M 3 
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we, looking on ourfelves as altogether vile and 
undone in ourfelves, difcern and believe what 
Chrift is in hirnfelf, and what he is made to us 
in the gofpeL (&.) The more clear the fpiritual 
difcoveries of Chrift, and of. God in him, in the 
viordhQ, our aflent to the teftimony. of God in it', 
is the more firm and appropriating* 

It hath often refreftied my foul to obferve^ 
that this view of faith,.is, (j.) Moft agreeable 
to that JitnpHcity -which is in Chrift, and is enfily 
underftood by a fpiritual mind^ 2 Corr xi. 3. 
1 Cor., ii. n. I2.v. (a.) It delightfully agrees 
with the divorce of the foul from fin, felf, and 
the broken law, and with its unition to Jefus 
Chrift, Rom* vii. 4, 2 Cor. xi. 2. (3.) It di- 
rectly oppofeth every form and degree of legal 
doCtrine r. and, indeed, is but a plain account of 
the Lord’s laving work upon the foul, in the 
manners rcprefented in his word, ACts xxvi. 18- 
Col. L, 13. Ho,f. vi. 3. Pfal. xliii. 3. and xxvii. 4. 
Phil. ii. 12. 13. (4.) It reprefents the whole 
progrefs of Chriftians. in holinefs and comfort, 
as produced by, and in proportion to, the Lord’s 
manifeftation of himfelf in his word,. Pfal. xliii. 
3. 4. and xxvii. 4. John xiv. 22. If. lix. 21. 
2 Pet. i. 3.—8. 19. The faith of God’s tefth 
mony, working by love, brancheth out itfelf in 
all the forms of new obedience. 

The truth of this faving faith is manifefted, by 
its killing our inward corruptions, and purifying 
our heart-, A£ts xv. 9.; its rendering Chrift, and 
every mean of maaifeftiug him, precious to us, i Pet. 
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l Pet. ii. 7. ; its rendering fpiritual igrrorance our 
burden, and faving light our delight, If. ii. 5^ 
It makes our foul fenfrble of the a-bfolute need 
of God’s almighty power to caufe faith to a&, as 
well as to implant it at firft, Phil. i. 29. 2 Cor. 
iv. 13. It can indulge no floth-or wickednefs; 
and loves to be thoroughly tried, Pfal. Ixvi. 18. 
and cxxxix. 23. 24. It delightfully excites fo, 
and produeeth good works, Jam. ii. 26. It leads 
out to univerfal love to the image of God, where- 
ever it appears, Matth. xviii. 5. 6. Pfal. Ixxiii. 
1 5. It makes the mercy and love of God in 
Chrill the principal motives to holinefs, 2 Cor. 
v. 14. 15. To know the increafe of fuch a faith 
in us, we mud obferve how it eftablifheth our 
minds, in oppofition tocontrary reafonings,, doubts, 
and fears; how diftin&ly it withftands and o- 
vercomes our fpiritual enemies; how fruitful it 
is, in breaking thofe temptations which eafily 
befet us, and making us abound in the works of 
righteoufnefs ; with what courage it adventures 
upon hard fervices for Chrift, and what joy and 
peace attend iu 

I had alfo' much perplexity, relative to the 
infinite mercy and love of God, inlaid in his 
fweet relations of Fathery Hujband, and the like, 
Pfal. ciii. 13. and xxxvi. 9. 10.. For though, 
when the Sun of righteoufnefs fhined on my 
heart, 1 could, in fome meafure, difcern and be- 
lieve it, Jer. ii. 2. Hof. vr. 3. Prov. iv. 18. ; yet, 
when I met with diftrefs, contrary to my expec- 
tation, or in ways and degrees far beyond what 
1 had laid my account with, 1 was ftrongly tempt- 

ed 
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ed to hard thoughts of God ; and, indeed, this 
bath all along been the ftrongeft, and moft intri- 
cate, of all the devices of Satan againft me. My 
natural temper, being inclined to melancholy, 
gave him great advantage againft me. His fre- 
quent returns to me in this form, mightily fe- 
cured him room and intereft in my foul. The 
fearful rafpeft of providence, in the grofs corrup- 
tions, and great diftrefs of the church, alfo af- 
forded him occafions to work upon, Jer. xii. i. 
2. If. lix. 14. 15. Pfal. xxxvii. Ixxiii. Ixxvii. 
Ixxxviii. 1 did not apprehend, how the Lord 
would make fuch difpenfations iffue in the efta- 
blilhment of his people, Lxod. v. 22. 23. Matth. 
vii. 24. 25. The Lord alfo rendered my trials 
of long continuance, w ithout any diftin& decifion 
of the matter, by a clear manifeftation of him- 
felf in his word, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 1. 2. 1 Pet. i. 6. 
He often brought matters to an extremity, before 
he granted deliverance, Exod. v. 23. and vi. 2. 
I Sam. xxvii. 1. 1 Cor. x. 13. Song iii. 4 Much 
of our finful darknefs confifts, in an utter e- 
ftrangement from right impreffions of the fove- 
reign and free mercy of God, revealed in the go- 
fpel, 2 Cor. iv. 3.4. In this matter too, temp- 
tations more unobfervedly enter into the foul, 
taking it off from the true foundation, Pfal. Ixxiir, 
1. 2. ; and rankle the fpliits, and unfit them for 
all fpiritual worlhip or fervice, i Tim. ii. &* 
Matth. xxv. 24. 25. Heb. xii. 1. And, when 
the mind is thus difquiered and racked with 
cares, other temptations have the door opened for' 
them, Jon. i. 3. and iv. 9. Matth. vi. 24. 25. I* 



Mr JAMES HOGG. f4j 
In tweaking the power of this temptation, 

fi.) The Lord gracioufly proclaimed his name to 
my foul, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. Mie. vii. 18. (2.) E- 
ven when I was prefled above meafure, having 
the fentence of death in myfelf, he, one way or 
other, delivered or fupported me ; meekening my 
fpirit, leflening my trouble, quickening my hope, 
or keeping me at anchor till the ftorm was blown 
over, Pfal. cxxx. 3.4. Lam. iii. 27. 28.. 29, If. 
xxvii. 8. (3.) He often manifefted much of his 
goodnefs to me, in the very midft of my greateft 
troubles; and his peace ruling in my mind, made 
me to rejoice in himfelf as the God of my fal- 
vation, 2 Cor. vi. 9. 10. Phil. iv. 7. Hab. iii. t?. 
18. 2 Sam. xxx. 6. Lev. x. 3. Pfal. xciv. 17. ]8> 
19. Rom. v. 3.. 4. £. (4.) He fo timed his fa- 
vours, as to render them peculiarly fweet, Pfal. 
xiii. cxxxvi, evis. and xciv. 17. 18. 19. (5.) By 
enabling me to feme meafure of holy filence un- 
der the difpenfation, as coming from him, he 
made fome very piercing and provoking troubles 
turn out remarkably to my fpiritual advantage. 
Numb. xii. 1. 2. 3. Pfal. xxxix. 9. xi. Rom. xin 
21. (6.) He manifelted much mercy, in his con- 
defeenfion towards me, in his inculcating plea- 
fant inftruftions upon me, and in covering my 
weaknefles from the world ; and, fome way or 
other, making all my troubles turn out to my 
fpiritual profit, 2 Pet. ii. 7. 8. Pfal. xvi. 6. Heb. 
xii. 6.—11. 

B y this kind dealing of God with me, (1.) I 
found myfelf proportionally forced from the dregs 
of a legal temper, to which nothing more effec- 

tually 



14a MEMOIRS of 
tually leads, than bard thoughts of God, 2 Tim. 
i. 7. Matth., xxv. 24. (2.) As no exercife Ss 
more dutiful or pleafant, than rejoicing in God 
through Chrift, Col. iii. 1 7. Pfal. xxxi. 4. Phil, 
iv. 4. and iii. 3. Rom xiv. 17. it mull be pro- 
duced by manifeftations of his goodnefs. And 
according as one is Itelievingly perfuaded of the 
fundamental truths of the gofpel, will he be dif- 
pofed cheerfully to forego, or fuffer, any thing 
the Lord pleafeth, Job i. 21. 22. 2 Sam. xv. 25. 
26. If. xxxix. 8. Lam. iii. 27. Matth. v. to. it. 
Heb, xii. 6. (3.) I found, that the Lord’s ma- 
nifeftation of himfelf in Chrift, tendeth to dif- 
cover the moft fecret fnares, or the moft refined 
idols, and to lead in the paths of righteoufnefs. 
If. ii. 18. 20. (4.) I found, that God’s mani- 
feftations of himfelf in Chrift, powerfully reftrain 
and weaken our finful palfions, anger, wrath, 
malice, is’e And honourable thoughts of God, 
and compaffion and love towards our neighbour, 
go together, Eph. iv. 31. 32. Col. iii. 12. Matth. 
xi. 28. 29. 2 Cor. x. 1. (5.) By the faith of the 
Lord’s goodnefs, a foul is fweetly quieted and 
flrengthened under fuch di ft refits, as would o- 
therwife prove very perplexing, If. 1. 10. 1 Pet. 
i. 8. 1 Sam. iii. 18. Prov. xvi. 3. Pfal. cxix. 67. 
71. (6.) As an eftablilhment in the faith of the 
Lord’s goodnefs, includes a proportionate efta- 
blilhment in the faith of the whole gofpel; fo the 
love of Chrift, being thus fired abroad in the 
heart, forms the whole man into a truly evange- 
lical and heavenly frame of love ; which greatly 
manifefts the beauty of holinefs, and tends to the 

gaining 
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gaining and edification of others, Pfal. xviii. T. 
and civi. i. 2. 2 Cor. v. 44. 15. Jude 20. 21. 22. 

CHAP. II. 
Of his entrance on, and progreft in hit tninif cried 

work. 
I was greatly perplexed concerning my call 

from God to the minifterial work. My ap- 
prehenfions of the great importance of it, and of 
my utter infufficiency for it, fo imprefied my af- 
flidted foul, that I was often at the point of gi*. 
ving over all thoughts of preparation for it. 
Though the intricate temptations which I had 
met with, relative to the revealed truths of God, 
obliged me to fearch into them, yet my inward 
perplexity made me mind little elfe. When I 
thought how my friends, who had fupported me 
in my education, would be difappointed in their 
expeflations, I had little other comfort, than 
that either the Lord would cut me off by death, 
before I had an opportunity to enter on the mi- 
niftry, or would give a gracious iflue to my trou- 
ble. In this cafe, I could do little elfe than make 
a cenfufed moan to the Lord, till he manifclled 
bimfelf to my foul, as above related. (2.) When 
the Lord gave me feme compofure of mind, 
finding that I had need to learn the very firft prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God, and that my foul 
was much hurt by my ignorance of divine truth, 
I was obliged to improve the means of inftru£Hon 
which I had, be the ilfue what it would. I faw, 
I had a call to improve the price put into my 

hand; 
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Jhand.; and, accoidingly, applied to my {Indies 
with great earneftnefs. (3.) When the Lord 
more fully removed the darknefs of my mind, I 
perceived fuch ravifliing glory and fweetnefs in 
his revealed manifeftations of himfelf, in the con- 
trivance, purchafe, and conveyance of redemp- 
tion to finful men, as made me fo delight in read- 
ing, hearing, thinking on, or converfing about 
the truths of the gofpel, that 1 could not be ta- 
ken off from it, nor engage myfelf in any other 
ftudy, no not for my own private information, 
1 Tim. iv. 15-. Thus, that which had been my 
terror, and had pierced me through with many 
•forrows, became my delight and element; al- 
though I did not obtain perfect clearnefs, with re- 
•fpe£l to the Lord’s calling me to any further ftep. 
(4.) The hot perfecution in my native country, ha- 
ving forced many faithful minifters from their pu- 
blic work, I was advifed and intreated to think of 
exercifing the miniftry in Holland, or to a Dutch 
congregation in England. But my confcience 
did not permit me to comply with fome things 
required of intrants to Dutch congregations. 
(5.) There being fo little profpedl of accefs to 
officiate in my own country, I feveral times at- 
tempted to apply to other bufmefc ; but all my 
proje&s were difappointed, except in fo far as 
they {hut me up to the ftudy of divinity, and e- 
nabled me to profecute it. (6.) It efpecially 
cleared my way, that I could find no peace or 
comfort before God, in attending any other ftu- 
dy ; and that he made this an efpecial channel of 
conveying his gracious influences to my heart. 
I3y this I perceived, that I ought to occupy my 

talents 
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Talents, which were fuited to this ftudy, in ho 
other. 

WtfiL'E the terrible perplexity and confufioft 
of my mind continued, I had made little progrefs 
in my ftudies: but when the Lord lifted upon me 
the light of his countenance, I, with great plea- 
fure and earneltnefs, applied myfelf to the ftudy 
of divinity y and of eccleftaftical and civil hijloryy as 
far as connected with it; as I obferved, (r.) That 
indiflindh views of it renders one an eafy prey 
to the cavils of adverfaries. (2.) The temptations 
which had haraffed my mind, "obliged me to fearch 
after the fulleft evidence of revealed truths, and 
thoroughly to confider the horrid obje£tions which 
had been made againft them. This the Lord, in 
his providence, made ufe of, as a mean of my e- 
fUblilhment, by admitting the Spirit of Godyfpcak- 
ing in the fcript ure, to be the only fuprcme judge of 
cbntroverfes. (3.) My temptations relative to 
the inconfiflency of fcripture texts, alfo Ihut me 
up, not only to a diligent perufal of human wri- 
tings on that head, but to prefs after a decifion 
of that matter, by the powerful illumination of the 
Spirit of God, through his word. (4.) Though 
I had fome pleafure in reading practical human 
writings, yet I found them ufeful only in fo far 
as, thereby, that which the Lord had gracioully 
manifefted to my %>ul was more deeply impref- 
fed, John xiv. 21. 22. Eph. v.'ij. (5.) I found 
it for my advantage, as well as my duty, to cul- 
tivate the mod free and familiar interctmrfe with 
the gddly, with refpeft t£> my fpiritual concerns, 
and to confult them for advice therein. And I 

N fometimes 
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fometimes fimrted for my folly, when I negleft- 
ed this, Pfal. xxv. 14. As I had no freedom to 
comply with fome things required by the Dutch, 
in order to minifterial fellowftnp ; and my friends, 
who had fent me abroad for my education, de- 
•fired and expected my return, if providence per- 
mitted } thefe, and other things, made me think 
it my duty to employ any fmall talents, the Lord 
had given me, in my own country. Neverthelefs, 
the Chriftian kindnefs, and edification of foul, 
which I had received in Holland, made it inex- 
preffibly uneafy for me to leave that place. (1.) A- 
midfl; my ftruggles on this point, that text, By 
tnyfdf have I /worn, faith the Lord, hecaufe thou 
hafl done this thing, and haft not -witheld thy fin, 
thine only fin, that, in blejfmg, I will blefs thee, isc. 
was made ufeful for my encouragement and di- 
rection. (2.) Having returned to Scotland, I 
found, that matters in the church, after the Re- 
volution, were not Rated, with refpeCt to peace 
and truth, as I wifhed. I knew my natural tem- 
per was foft and compliant, or ready to faint. It 
colt me, therefore, no fmall exercife, how to a- 
void extremes on both hands. I had a great and 
juft averfion to the fchifmatical feparation from 
the Revolution-church, which had been formed 
upon fuch grounds, as would really deftroy the 
pureft churches on earth, 1 John iv. 6. Matth. 
jr. 14. Luke x. n. j6. John x^fc 3. 4. 5. I, ne- 
verthelefs, thought it my duty, to carry kindly 
towards fuch of thefe difienters, as were truly 
godly, and behaved themfelves foberly; and found 
this the moft effectual expedient for reclaiming 
them. On the other hand, I was heartily grie- ved. 
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ved) that the foie headihip of (A: rift over hia 
church, and her intrinfic power, were not duly 
aflerted and maintained, in oppofition to Erafti- 
an encroachments, Gal. v. 1. Ads xv. 10. Eph. 
v. 11.; and that the late curates were entruft- 
ed with the charge of fouls, without fo much as 
a profeflion of repentance; and that other unfit 
perfons were admitted to minijler, or riiley in the 
church, 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit. ii. 7. 8. 1 Tim. v. 22.} 
that a free and full confeffion of our moft grofs 
defedions was refufed in cur national fafts; 
and that there was fuch a promifcuous admiflion 
to the Lord’s table, in many places; and that 
fome minifters were fo difpofed to court the fa- 
vour of the great. (3.) Notwithftanding my per- 
plexity, how to ad w ifely and faithfully, my ow’n 
light, and the advice of Mr Thomas Hogg, and 
other godly friends, determined me to a readi- 
nefs to ufe my talents in Scotland ; where, alone, 
I could fee a cleanly entrance into the minifte- 
rial office. The prefbytery, for their own rea- 
fons, affigned me difficult fubjeds for my trial, 
viz. difeourfes on John xvii. 3. Col. i. 27. Jude 
20. which grieved my friends : but, as thefe fub- 
jeds correfponded with my former exercifes, it 
proved a mercy, rather than an hardfhip, to me. 

Having been licenfed, it grieved me more and 
more, to obferve, (1.) That the great deliverance, 
which the Lord had wrought for the nation, had 
not melted their hearts into any kindly fenfe of 
their fins, Zech. xii. 10. Luke xxii.6i. 62. Prov. 
xxviii. 13.-, but they generally appeared difpofed 
to cover and extenuate them. (2.) Though I 

N 3 quettion 
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queftibn not die power of magifirates, authorita- 
tively to enjoin fafts, whatever be the negle£l of 
church-rulers, yet I could not well approve his 
appointment of one at this time; efpecially, as it 
was appointed on the Lord’s day, which ought to 
be fpent in a joyful commeniciation of Chrift’s 
refurredion. (3.) Yet, confidering that a free 
tefliinony againft the fins of the laud was very 
necefiary at this time, I preached from Lam. v. 
16. *1 he crown is fallen fnm our head: no unto 
u‘f fr nve have fnncd: and ufed no fmall free- 
dom, which was acceptable to the mourners in 
Zion.; but not to others, though indeed they 
gave ni£ an honournb’e difmiffion. (4.) Two 
competing calls having come out for me, I re- 
lifted neither; bat, being afraid to offend the 
managers-of our church'by refilling both, I fm- 
ce.rely declared my mind. My ordination was 
appointed,, as fairly as I could have wifned, at 
Dalferfe,. in the prefbytery of fiamilton. 

Bf.ing thus ordained to the miniftry, (r.) I 
not only had my own fhnre of,temporal hardlbips ; 
but, r.otwith'ftanding their high profeffion, I 
found many of my. people ignorant or immoraL 
Both in public and private, I laboured to. difco- 
vcr to them their delufion. This aftonifhed therm, 
and made them fecretly dillike me. My life had. 
been very uncomfortable among them, if the Lord 
bad not favoured me with delightful evidences 
of a gracious change wrought, by means of my 
miniitrations, in fome> efpecially of the younger 
fort, w'ho had not been rooted in.any formal der 
luficn. (2.) Upon account of their high pro? feffion,, 
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feflion, I at firfl. thonghtj that my proper work 
was to build on the foundation of their know- 
ledge already laid. In Holland, I had been ac- 
quainted with a commonalty, who not only had 
a confiderable knowledge of the do&rinal, but 
even of the controverfial parts of divinity, and I 
expe&ed the like in my own congregation. But 
1 foon found many of them, that needed to be 
taught the very firft principles of Chridianity; 
and accordingly applied myfelf to inftru£l them 
in thefe, i Cor. iii. i. a. 3. and ii. 1.—5. In 
fo doing, I found great fweetnefs to my own 
foul, and mod refrefhful evidences of fuccefs in 
others. (3.) For trying the date of my hearers, 
I drew up a kind offecret catechifmy confiding of 
plain quedions, which I proposed and illudrated, 
in a fuitablenefs to the need of thofe with whom 
I dealt. Some of thefe quedions, relative to the 
gracious work of the Spirit of God, I followed 
with fuch clofenefs, that they became very try- 
ing to myfelf. (4.)' My own fad experience of 
all mixtures of the covenants of work and grace, 
in legal dottrines and tempers, led me to the ut- 
mod earnednefs in difcovering thofe deceits ; and 
in diewing, that the law hath not the promifes, 
nor can be the mimjlration of the Spirit, or the 
mean of faithfulnefs to God in heart or life. The 
Lord even led me to difcern the legal drain of 
fcnie books, which were in great repute, and 
which I had highly e^eemed, before the Lord 
had more clearly fhown me his new covenant, 
Pfal. xxv. 14. Luke xvi. 15. (5.) Though I was, 
in every refpeft, the mod weak, finful, and un- 
worthy, that ever the Lord had thruft forth to- 
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labour in his vineyard, and.before him, was feaiv>- 
fully guilty of floth and careleffhefs, as to a pre- 
vious digefling, in rriy own fpirjtual exercife^. the 
mattetrs which I preached to others, he made 
my practical difeourfes ufeful to the godly, in my 
own congregation, and smother places- in which 
I fo me times fojourned. But they wrought in o- 
thera a fecret difguft ; and the more plain they, 
were, my hearers, who contented themfelves 
■with a form, of gpdlinefs, held them to be the 
more dark and unintelligiblei My fincere endea-. 
Tours, to difcover the lie that-was in,their right- 
hand, exceedingly galled them *. 

After he had laboured, in the Congregation. 
of Carnock, between thirty and forty year?, and’ 
his miniftrations had'been remarkably, bleffed to 
exercifed fouls, he died'at Edinburgh, amidft. 
the prayers and Applications, of his Chriftian 
friends. 

•-Follows in-the MSS. an -account of the General Affemblie.*,, 7692 and !&9<i; and of the trouble which he met with from the prelbytery of Hamilton, .and at the General .Alfembly 1695, in conference of his not raking,the 0.1th.of allegiance, when tmpofed by the parliament upon minifters, cs/a qualification of admiffion to their-office, or the full exercife of it; and ofhfs piling up his charge at DnlferA 2nc! coming to Carnock. Bur, 

nSa'jA 
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The Christiak, the Student,. 
and Pa.stor, 

EXEMP LI FIE m 
In t’ne LIVES of 

Several Eminent Divines- 
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Thirdly, Memoirs of the Reverend Mr 
ThomasHalyburton, lateProfef- 
for of Divinity at St Andrews. 

G H A P. I. 
0/ his conviSiionst conver/ton,. and temptationu 

BEING born, of eminently godly parents,'at 
Duplin, near Perth, in 1674^ 1 had Angular 

advantages in the firft period of my life. I con- 
ftantly heard the found of divine truths ring- 
ing in mine ears,, in their inftru£iions. I had 
the beauty of holinefs conflantly reprefented to 
me,,in, their lively and circumfped: oonverfation. 
I was, by their care, kept from bad company, 
which might infeft me. Thus, I was reftrained 
from the common grofs out-breakings of children, 
and habituated to fuch outward duties of reli- 
gion as I was capable of, and to abominate the 
more grofs breaches of the. law of God. Mean- 
while, my heart was fet upon the lefs difcern- 

ible 
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ible violations of it; nor had I any quarrel with 
fin itfelf, but with the confequences of it. A 
felfifti fear of punilhment, and proud averfion to 
be thought ill of by others or, at bell, a natu- 
ral confeience enlightened by education, were the 
only fprings of my performances of duty, or ab- 
ftinence fiom fin. I was even prone to fuch fins, 
fuited to my age, as I could commit fecretly, Jer. 
11. 33. Rom. viii. 7. 8. Gen. viii. 21. Ezek. viii. 
12. That which appeared good about me, was 
purely the effedl of forcible cuftom, and a bribe 
to my natural conference, to make it hold its 
peace, or a facrifice to felf, Zech. vii. 5. 6. If. i, 
13. My indwelling corruptions, being dammed 
up from breaking out in open profanenefs, broke 
out in a form of religion oppofite to the power 
of it, which is no lefs hateful to God, 2 Tim. 
iii. 5. Prov. 21. 4. 27. and xv. 8. 1 Tim. v. 24. 
Matth. xii. 33. Nay, drove me into lying, in or- 
der to avoid correftion, into fabbath breaking, 
revenge, hatred of reprovers, and the like j which 
have been very bitter to me fince. Thefe things 
{hewed what a monfter of wickednefs I had ap- 
peared, had not the Lord reftrained me, Prov. 
xxii. 15. 1 Sam. xxv. 32. Notwithftanding my 
innumerable errors, Pfal. xix. 12. I was uncon- 
cerned about them, and pure in my oivn eyes^ Prov. 
xxx. 12. Rev. iii. 17. Jer. ii. 23. 34. 

Reflection. O what exatt notice the 
Lord takes; and how deeply he refents thofe 
things, which moft men look on as pafdonable 
follies! Jer. xxii. 21. How dreadful, to poflefs 
the iniquities of our youth; and to lie down in 

our 
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cur graves, with bones full of the fins of our youth! 
Job xiii. 26. 27. and xx. 11. What an exadh re- 
cord our confcience keeps of our fins ! How fear- 
fully it will juftify the feverity of God, by mani- 
fefting its accounts at the laft day ! Job xiii. 27. 
Rev. xx. 12. What reafon to be afhamed c£ 
fpending the firft ten years of a Ihort life, with- 
out almoft one rational thought, cr in any thing 
not finful ! Jer. xxxi. 4. 19. How manifeft. the 
imputation of Adam’s firft fin, as the ground of 
the Lord’sfending us into the world under fuch pol- 
lution, and power of indwelling fin ! Howabfurd 
to imagine, that men, deftitute of the fupernatu- 
ral grace of God, have any truly good and virtuous 
inclinations ! Their heft appearances, are but fins 
in difguiie : and even profane perfons are more 
ready to receive the gofpel of Chrift, than thofe 
that have a fhadow of virtue, Matth. xxi.*28. 
3K 

My father, who had been driven from bis 
charge for nonconformity to prelacy, dying in 
1682, my mother, about three years after, by 
the heat of the perfecution, was obliged to retire 
to Holland. An apprehended danger in our paf- 
fage, awakened my fleeping confcience, to up- 
braid me with my fins, and fill me with appre- 
henfions of the wrath, of God, Jer. ii. 27.; but 
my concern amounted to no more, than a fad mix- 
ture of natural fear, and felfifh defire of prefer- 
vation from death and damnation, without any 
regard to the g’ory of God ; and led me out to le- 
gal engagements, that I would be better than for- 
sierly, and keep all the commands of God, if he 

fhould 
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fhould bring me fafe to land. Nor could my 
mother’s warning perfuade me, who was fo ig- 
norant of my own heart, that I would not per- 
form them, Jofh. xxiv. 16. 19. 21. But we had 
no fooner fettled at Rotterdam, than I returned 
to my former courfes ; and proceeded from evil 
to worfe, notwithftanding the multiplied means 
of grace I there enjoyed, among the Scotch fuffer- 
ers. Nay, their frequent fermons, prayers, and 
catechifings, proved-a burden to me, If. v. 4. 
Ma!. i. 12. Some things foon croffing my incli- 
nations, I, inftead of crying to God in my trou- 
ble, only laboured to get out of it, and to revenge 
myfelf upon the real and fuppofed authors of it, 
Pfal. x. 4. Job xxxv. 9. 10. If. xxii. 8. n. 

1 had frequent convi£lions of conference, pro- 
duced by the preaching of the word, or the light 
of my education ; but thefe, like the ftarts of a 
fleeping man, difturbed by fome fudden noife, 
were fucceeded by more deep fecurity in fin. 
(1.) If thefe convi&ions were troublefome, I pro- 
mifed them an after-heariag, A£ls xxiv. 25. 
(2.) If they were lefs troublefome, I, obferving 
that they pufhed me to holinefs, pored on the 
difficulties attending it ; and thus blunted their 
edge, and frighted myfelf from compliance, Prov. 
xxii. 13. (3.) If they were flight, I got rid of 
them, by withdrav/ing from the means of grace. 
Jam. i. 23. 24. (4.) Sometimes I promifed com- 
pliance, but never more regarded it, Matth. xxi. 
30. (1;.) Sometimes they iffued in mere floth- 
ful, inactive, and fruitlefs wiffies to be better, 
Prov. xjii. 4. and xxi. 25. (d.) When they were 

very 
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very troublefome, I endeavoured to do fomething 
that was materially good; and refted on that, as 
fufficient to procure God’s favour, and atone for 
my bygone faults, Luke xviii. 10.12. (7.) Some- 
times I laboured to leflen and extenuate my fin, 
as much as I could, Hof. xii. 8. (8.) When o- 
ther ftrifts failed, I betook myfelf to carnal di- 
verfions. 

Returning to my aunt’s family in Perth, 
in December 1686, I faw nothing of religion 
there; and I readily followed their example. 
Notwithftanding the awful impreflions which 
my religious education left on my mind, I turned 
remifs with refpe& to worfiiipping of God ; and 
my averfion to grofs fins fenfibly decreafed, and 
I conceived a defire after, and delight in them. 
My learning became a burden to»me, and I betook 
myfelf to many finful fliifts to get the time fhuff- 
led over, Pfal. 1. 17. 18. 21. Who knows to 
what lengths I might have gone, had I ftaid long 
here. But, to my great grief, my mother fear- 
ing this, came and carried me back to Holland, 
and put me to Erafmus’ fchool, where I had the 
bell means of education, Jer. ii. 25. I began to 
delight in learning, and quickly turned proud of 
my fuccefs ; but, in other refpefts, 1 became 
worfe and worfe, under all the means which 
the Lord ufed to bring me near to himfelf, Jer. 
xiii. 11. 

Having returned to Perth, about fix months 
after, in confequence of King James’ indulgence, 
I continued as unconcerned about my foul as e- 
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rer. However well I behaved under my mother’s 
eye, I went along with my companions in all 
their follies and extravagancies, and even enticed 
them to what I knew to be unlawful. But the 
general noife of an apprehendedpcpifo majfacre re- 
vived my religious concern ; the effefls of which 
became more deep and lading than formerly, Pfal. 
Jxxviii. 34. 35. By means of fermons and cate- 
chifing, my mind was further enlightened in the 
notional knowledge of both law and gofpel. I 
more and more clearly apprehended what was fin 
or duty ; and what would be the fearful confe- 
quencesof the one, and advantages of the other. • 
My confcience being better informed, its challen- 
ges, when awakened, became more frequent, 
lharp, and not eafily evaded, John xv. 22. My 
own bodily infirmity, and fears of the majfacret kept death, judgment, and eternal damnation, 
ever in my thoughts, If. xxxiii. 14. This threw 
me into continual grievous difquiet, and a dread- 
ful ftrait betwixt two. On the one hand, my 
convi£Iions obliged me to fearch the fcriptures j 
and that increafing them, I found there was no 
way to get rid of them but by becoming religious. 
On the other hand, I faw, that if I earneftly en- 
gaged in religion, I might foon be called to-fuffer 
and die for it: and what to chufe I knew not, 
Heb. vii. 11. 

No fooner was the danger of the majfacre, in 
1688, over, than I endeavoured to relieve myfelf 
from my convi&ions. (1.) By promifes to abftain 
from thofe fins, the convittions of which had been 
moft diltrefling to me, Exod ix. 28. (2.) By re- 

folutions 
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fblutions to enquire into the Lord’s mind concern- 
ing my duty, and to comply with it. But, when 
I found that fermons and practical books gave 
not fuch dire&ions as my unrenewed heart wi(h- 
ed, 1 was grieved, and ftuck there, Matth xix. 
16. 21. 22. (3.) By a more careful attendance 
on religious-exercifes, Rom. x. 3. 4. But thefe 
fritfts afforded me no real reft : for, (1.) My firfl: 
fins of omiffion or commifiion, contrary to my 
light, after thefubfiding of my convictions, mar- 
red all my quiet; and I trembled at the thoughts 
of appearing before God in fo ragged a righteouf- 
nefs. (2 ) Serious thoughts of an approaching 
death, difturbed all my falfe peace, Matth. viL 
27. (3.) Convictions of new fins awakened 
challenges for my former ones, and made me fee 
that they were flill unpardoned, If. x. 2. 3. and 
1. 11. By thefe toffings, without any arguments 
influencing me, I was brought to doubt of the 
being of a God, or things eternal, Prov. iv. 19. 
I was more and more perfuaded, that I could ne- 
ver have inward peace, till I got fome other cer- 
tain evidences of the truths of religion than I yet 
knew. But I knew not how to obtain it; as I 
had hitherto fpent my money for that which is not 
breads and my labour for that which fatisfieth not> If. Iv. 2. Reading how Mr Robert Bruce recei- 
ved full certainty concerning the exiftence of 
'God, after much {baking about it, I conceived 
fome hope, that perhaps I might, at laft, attain 
to like certainty, Mark viii. 33. But alas ! the 
vailJlill remained On my heart, 2 Cor. iii. 14. 15. 
Mr Donaldfon, an aged minifter, having afked 
me, If I fought the bleffing of God on my learn- 

O ing? 
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ing? and I having anfwered, That I had no% 
told me, with an auftere look, That unfcuxEllfied 
learning had done much mifchief to the church of 
Cod. His words leaving a deep impreflion on me, 
I afterward, when in any ftrait, prayed for the 
Lord’s help and blefling. 

In harveft 1690, or 1691, my mother carried 
me to Edinburgh, for my better education ; where 
the Lord carried on his work in me by his word, 
fearching and wounding my heart, Rev. i. 16.. 
1 Cor. xiv. 25. Hef). iv. 12; and by his rod, 
tvhich made his word more affefling to me, Jer. 
xxii. 21. Hof. v. 15. Job xxxvi. 8. 9. (1.) As 
my knowledge incrcafed, my convidions of fin 
became ftronger and ftronger, Rom. iii. 20. and 
vii. 7. ; and made me fee, that the Lord was 
wroth with me for many fins, which 1 had not 
formerly noticed, Pfal. 1. 21. (2.) By new af- 
fli&ions, the impreffions of d^ath were rivetted 
in me, and I kept in bondage through fear of it, 
Heb. ii. 15. (3.) The word of God daily meet- 
ing with my confcience, forced me to try the fin- 
cerity of that religion which I^now profefied, 
made me, like Judas, unwilling fay, Lord it 
it l? Matth. xxvi. 20.1—23.; aird, like Herod, 
to do many things, and hear the -word of the Lord 
gladly, Mark vi. 20, 

Instigated by thefe things, I applied with 
more earneftnefs to the exercifes of religion. I 
lamented the condition of my foul with tears, and 
read and prayed concerning it. But thefe fits of 
ferioufnefs lailed no longer than the force of the 

convi&ions 
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tonvi&ions which occafioned them, a Chron. 
xxiv. 17. 18. Many were the fruitlefs fhifts, 
which I took to obtain eafe' of mind, Hof. v. 13. 
when I had any marks of grace reprefented to 
me from the word of Gcd, which tended to dif- 
cover my naughtinefs. (1.) If any thing mention- 
ed did but feem to make for me, I greedily grip- 
ped to that, being very unwilling to believe myfelf 
an hypocrite, Matth. xix. 2c. (2.) When I found 
any thing required which I neither had, nor 
could think to comply with, I refolved to make a- 
mends for the want of it fome other way, 2 Kings 
v. 8. (j.) When marks were offered, which I 
neither could pretend to have, nor could fhift* 
I inclined to think, that he who had reprefented 
them was midaken, Gen. iii. 1.4. (4.) When, 
through my own unwiliingnefs to admit God’s 

-light, I remained in doubt, I was ready to blame 
minifters and books, for not plainly telling me 
the date of my foul, John x. 2 j. (5.) When A 
mark of grace exceedingly didrefied my con- 
ference, I fluffed the prefent confideration of it, 
Adis xxiv. 25. (6.) Sometimes I dipt over that 
which tended to condemn me, John iii. 20. 
(7.) I earneftly fought for the very lowed marks 
of grace, and how little could fufltce to keep me 
From hell, and enfure my admiflion into heaven ; 
as I defired no more, and that with an indul- 
gence of my bed beloved luds, Matth. xix. 16. 
(8.) When none of thefe things could eafe my 
mind, I refolved to do whatever the Lord requi- 
red : but I always retraced, when any thing con- 
trary to my inclination was demanded of me, 
Luke ix. 57. 58. (9.) When the Lord convin- 
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ced me, that I behoved to give up with every 
idol, I begged no more than a fmali delay, Luke 
ix. 61. 6z. But, as God’s commands require 
prefent obedience, 2 Cor. vi. 2. ILcb. iii. 15. all 
excufes or delays are, in his account, a real re- 

fuful. (10.) When, after all, I could not find 
m.yfelf to be regenerated, 1 blamed my religious 
education, as making>my converfion lefs difcem« 
ible, than if I had. been once profane. I really 

.was not defirous of light in this matter, unlefs it 
svas agreeable to my own corrupt heart. If. lix. 
9. 10. Pfal. Ixxxii. 5. Prov. xiv. 6. Jer. xvii. 9. 

Not w ITHSTANDING all my religious appear- 
ances, my {late and nature remained whol'y 
wrong, (r.) Being convinced of my need of a 
righteoufnefs, but ignorant of Chrift, I fought 
it by the works of the law, Rom. x. 3. and ix. 
32. (2.) The reigning enmity of my heart a- 
gainft God and his law ftiil continued, Rom. 
viii. 7. (3.) All. my inward cxercife, was only 
a tofiln'T between light and the love of fin. I 
would, by no means, part with my beloved idols. 
(4.) Self was the animating principle of any form 
of religion which 1 had. (5.) My religious fe- 
rioufnefs came and went with my convi&ions 
and troubles, and was not abiding, Hof. vi. 4. 
Providence having brought Clark's Alartyrdogy to 
my hand, I read it greedily, and was then, and 
afterward* not a little imprefied by it. The ma- 
nifefi: peace, joy, and courage of the martyrs, 
perfuaded me, that there was a fupernatural power 
and reality in religion, which I was yet igno- 
rant of, but had fome faint defires of it, Dan. hi. 
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28. 29. Numb. X'iiii. 11. Meanwhile, the Lord* 
by bodily infirmity, reftrained me from many 
common follies, to which 1 was much inclined, 
Hof. ii. 6. ; and, at the fame time, provided me 
with fuch companions, as took the moft tender 
care of me at the coliege; and thus led me, 
though I kneio him not, Hof. ii. 8. If. xlv. 5. Jer. 
11. 17. Thus, he was good to the unthankful and 
evil, Luke vi. 35. 

Mr teacher falling fick, and the air not agree- 
ing with my mother and me, we removed to 
St Andrews, where I fell under the inflrutlion 
of Mr Taylor, and the miniftry of Mr Forrefter. 
Thus the Lord chafed nje from place to place, 
for my good, Deut. xxxiu 10. Jer. ii. 6. 7. Here 
he manifdted the fovereignty of his grace, in 
continued ftriving with me, Ezek. xx. 6. 8. 9. 
and xxxvi. 32. ; and, under the miniftry of Mr 
Forrefter,* led me to difcern the more fecret e- 
vils of my heart, particularly the amazing and a- 
bominable pride of it, 1 Cor. iv. 7. ; and its 
wicked ftraying after idols, efpecially in the time 
of worfhip, Ezek. xi. 21. and xiv. 4. 7.; to dif- 
cern the fin and danger of formality in religious 
fervices, and of my trufting to them, and reft- 
ing on the bare performance of them, Luk.e xviih 
12. Zecb. vii. 5. 

Nevertheless, I {fill bejook myfel/to wicV 
cd^and vain courfes of relief. Like Pharaoh, I 
engaged to amend thofe things, in which I had 
formerly failed, Exod. viii. .27. 28. -x afid, at laft, 

..entered into a moft' folemn covenant with God, 
^ } to 
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to that effe&y Deut. v. 23. 2.8. Luke ix. 57. f 
then concluded that all: was right: for,. (1.) Look- 
ing on my amendment as a fufficient atonement,, 
and my engagement as a rerformance, I enjoy- 
ed a fort of pleafant peace, Prov- vii- 14. (2.) I 
found an unufusl delight in hearing of fermons^ 
l Cor. xiv., 25. Heb. vi. 5. Matth. xiii. 20* 
(3.) My common, gifts increafing, I took- them- 
for fpecial grace, and contented myfelf with a 
lamp of profefTion, without any oil, Matth. xxv. 
3. But the Lord, in mercy, fuffered me not to' 
reft here, Jer. ii, 3-5. 36. 37. : for, (1.) My i- 
maginary peace, which I: had obtained by ma- 
king this covenant was quickly Toft,, by my break- 
ing of it, whenever a temptation fell in my way. 
(2.) Upon fuch breaches, I not only met with 
new challenges, but old ones revived, Jer. ii. 22. 
(3.) I fdund that mjr heart was not found ; and 
that, there had been fecretreferves in my engage- 
ments, in favour of feme fins from which my 
heart was net divorced, Deut. v., 2^ (4.) The 
reftraints being taken otF my indwelling corrup- 
tions, they quickly hurried me into a£ls of wick- 
edneft, diretftly contrary to my covenant niith? 
death-, which threw, me into. the. utmoft. confufion*. 
If. xxviii. 19, 20, 

Notwithstanding-my convi&ion of the: 
vanity of thefe felfifh and anti-evangelic eourfes, 
I ft ill clave to them. (1..) 'When I found my 
peace loft, by my breaking of my covenant, I en- 
eleavoured to recover it, by renewing it; ftill 
trufting to that heart which had ft) often decei- 
ved me, i'Kings xxa 25. (2.) When I found 
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my fervice deficient, I contrived to compenfate 
it with fome extraordinary multiplication of du- 
ties, or the like, Mic. vi. 6. 7. But ftill my ly- 
ing refuges failed me, and I was truly miferable 
in purfuing after them, If. xxx. 1. 2. 3. j\nd 
had not the Lord, in his infinite mercy, prevent- 
ed it, the iffuc had been dreadful. (1.) If be 
had not further ftriven with me by more and more 
fearching comvi&ions, I had contented myfelf 
with a mere form ©f religion, feeking my life by 
the labour of my hand. If. Ivii. to. (2.) If my 
convictions had been carried on, and l left fc© 
follow my own inclinations, I would have labour- 
ed in the fire all my days; in a continual change 
of making and breaking covenants with God, and 
of falfe peace, and racking conv'iElioni attending it, 
Hab. ii. 13. If. Iv. 2. Jer. xvii. 11. Or, (3.) Af- 
ter I bad wearied myfelf in thefe vain courfes, I 
would have given up with all religion as a vains 
thing, and abandoned myfelf to atheifm and pro- 
fanenefs, Mai. iii. 14. Or, (4.) Bein^ often and 
fadly difappointed, I would have given up my- 
felf to utter defpair, or felf-murder, in order to 
obtain {belter from my convictions, 2 Kings, vi. 
33. Matth. xxvii. 3. 4. 5. And indeed I had, 
by turns, experience of all thefe four iilues. 

The repeated violations of my repeatedea- 
jjagements to God threw me into great perplex- 
ity, to find where the fault lay. 1 found per Ton- 
al covenanting with God mentioned in. fcriptiure-, 
recommended by minifters, and commended by 
Chriftians, as a thing ufefui to their foul. I knew 
that I had fometiraes engaged -without any knu-uxn 
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guile, and vjit/j great earnejinefs and folemfitfy. 
But, though l could not then. I have fmce been 
made to fee it. (i.) Being ignorant of the righ- 
teoufnefs of God, I ftill went about to eftablirti 
my own, in oppofition to Chrifl’s being the end 
of the law for righteou'fnefs. And though in 
words I renounced it, yet 1 fought righteoufnefs 
and peace, not in Chrift, but in my own cove- 

•nanting, Rom x. 3.4. (2.) Though, in words, 
I allowed the righteoufnefs of Chrift to procure 
the pardon of my paft fins, my peace, hope, arid 
truft, were founded on the exaftnefs 6f my own 
practice! And hence, when challenged for fin 
by my confcience, I had not recourfe to the bloo'd 
of Chrift, but to'the renewing of my covenant, 
in order to obtain peace, Rom. ix. 32. (3.) The 
Confent which I gave to the law of God, fprarig 
not from the reconcilement of my heart to the 
holinefs of it, but from the force of my convic- 
tions, Rom. viii. 7. (4.) I engaged to live a tievr 
life, with an old unreneiued heart, Matth. xii. 33- 
(5.) My eye was not fingje : I aimed only at my 
own eafe and fafety, without any regard to the 
glory of God, Matth. vi. 22. and xrx. 16. (6:) I 

^covenanted with the Lord before he had capti- 
vated my heart by his kindnefs, and rnade me 
truly willing to receive and ferve him. I was 
willing to be faved from hell, and to obtain hea- 
ven i but not in the Lord’s way, or to his end. 

Being occupied in the ftudy of natural theo- 
logy, Satan, and my own corruptions;, threw me 
into great difquiet concerning trie fundamental 
truths of religion, particularly the exijunce' If 

Co<k 
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Cod. Thus the Lord made the fubtil and abftradt 
notions, in which I delighted, an occafion of 
great perplexity. My fuccefs in philofophical 
lludies puffed me up with a vain conceit of my 
abilities, and emboldened me to proceed further 
in my refearches than was meet; and my natifc- 
ral curiofity led me to enquire, without fear, in- 
to things tco high for me. Job xi. 12. Col. ii. i&. 
Being difappointed of the fatisfaftion I expe&ed* 
the atheifm and enmity of my carnal heart difi- 
pofed me to reje£k or doubt the leading truths 
of God, rather than fufpeft my own weaknefs 
and ignorance, John iii. 9. Rom. i. 22. Mean- 
while, Satan anjecfed into my mind the mofl 
fubtle arguments againft the being of God, 
Eph. vi. 16. Thefe things threw my foul into 
more dreadful perplexity than ever. 

Notwithstanding the continued reign of 
this atheifm and enmity in my heart, the Lord 
kept me from yielding ; and made my foul t® ftart 
back, with terror, from the conclufion aimed at 
by Satan’s fuggeilions. I durft not admit that 
there is no Cod, when my own exiilence, and e.- 
very thing around, me, manifefted the contrary, 
Rom. i. 19. 20. Appreh.nfive of an approach- 
ing death, I dreaded to admit a conclufion, ■which would make me defpair of any future re.- 
lief, Pfal. xi. 3. While my foul was difturbed 
by pretended argumenrs, 1 betook myfelf to my 
Qwn foolifh reafonings, aud felfifh means of re- 
lief, but with little advantage. Job xi. 7. Pfal. 
Ixxiii. 16. For though the arguments I form- 
ed extorted an affent, yet they did not enlighten 

my 
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my mind with any fatisfying views of that God, 
whofe exiftence they proved, in order to make 
me holy and happy, John xiv. v. Though they 
forced a temporary aflent, they did not diflbive 
the contrary objeftions : and hence, whenever 
their light removed, thefe obje&ions re-appeared 
in their full ftrength, i Cor. i. 21. 

Though I found my mind entangled by my 
carnal reafonings in favours of the truth, 1 fliil 
purfued them. I expetted that increafe of know- 
ledge would-have relieved me: but the more I 
laboured to obtain it, the more infu.Ticient I found 
it, Eccl. i. j 8. The further I fcarched, the more 
difficulties I found. Ttherefore fpent my weary 
hours in vain willies for fome extraordinary 
revelation to .’clear this, Luks xvi. 36. By this 
I became more and more convinced, that I need- 
ed further evidence of, and eftablifliment in, the 
truths of God, than I had ever attained. The 
Angular quietnefs concerning thefe truths, which 
I felt in hearing the word of God, made me 
hope that the evidence which I wanted might 
come from the Lord. I was alfo made to obferve 
the infufficiency of my natural abilities to reach 
fatisfa&ion about natural things, and to folve thfe 
pbje&ions againft plain truths, which I could not 
but admit. This was afterwards of confiderab'e 
ufe to me. 

Under all thefe druggies, my in\v»rd corrup- 
tions grew ftronger and ftronger, through the 
temptations I met with, and the -wCak and impro- 
per reiidance I made to them, R’om. vii. 8. 9. 

I i. 
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li. Meanwhile I Rill applied to my legal comfes, 
or turned remifs and carelefs about fpiritual con- 
cerns, Jer. ii. 36. Hof. vi. 4. My form of reli- 
gion became more and more fpecious. (i>) I 
carefully avoided fuch fins, fecret or open, as 
were plainly contrary to the light of my confci- 
ence, and laboured to keep at a diftance from the 
occafions of them, 2 Pet. ii. 20. (2.) I attend- 
ed religious exercifes, public, private, and fe- 
cret, more exa£Uy than formerly, not without 
feme concern about my inward frame in them, 
Matth. iii. i^. If. xlv. 8. 2. (3.) I mourned bit* 

j terly, when I was enfnared into.the commiffion 
j of fin, or omifiion of duty, Mai. iii. 14. (4.) As 

1 had an awful regard to the fearers of God be- 
j fore, I now began to have a fecret love to them, 

and .pleafure in their company, and in converfing 
with them about the matters of religion, Matth. 
v. 16. (5.) I had frequent taRes of the good word 

- of God, which made me delight in approaching to 
him, Heb. vi. 4. 5. If. Iviii. 2. (6.) Efpecially 
in my Rraits, I obtained remarkable anfwers of 
my prayers, 1 Kings, xxi. 29. By thefe things 
I got a na?m to livey but remained really dead. 
Rev. iii. 1. (1.) My natural ignorance of fpiritual 
things remained Rill uncured, 2 Cor. iii. 14. i§. 
Eph. iv. 18. (2.) The enmity of my heart againR 
the law of God, efpecially in fome inRances, re- 
mained in full force, Rom. viii. 7. with vii. 8. 
12. 22. Pfal. cxix. 6. I complied with it in 
fome meafure, not becaufe I delighted in holinefs, 
but becaufe I faw I could not be faved without 

(3*) I fought righteoufnefs, as it were by the works of the law, being ignorant of the ne- 
ceffity, 

i 
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eeffity, fecurity, and glory of the method of filia- 
tion, through the righteoufnefs and ftrength of 
Chrift alone, Rom. ix. 32. with x. 3. 4. Pfal. 
kxi. 16. (4.) I Hill chiefly aimed at my own 
felfiih advantage in my falvation, without any re- 
gard to the glory of God. 

Reflection. How abfurd and faife, the 
doftrine of mens natural purity of heart, or ability 
to perform any thing fpiritually good ! If. Iv. 7. 
Jer. xvii. 9. 1 Kings viii. 38. Jer. xxxi. 18. Job 
xxiv. 13. Hof. iv. 16. and ii. 6. If. Ivii. 17. Prov. 
xxviii. 26. What a depth of deceitfulnefs is in 
the heart of man, and what fliifts it will ufe 
to counteract the operations of God’s Spirit! Jer. 
xvii. 9. Pfal. xix. 12. How far men may go 
in religion, and yet come fhort of the reality 
of it! Mark vi. 20. ACts xxvi. 28. 2 Pet. ii. 
20. Heb. vi. 4, 5. Luke xiii. 24. Matth. vii. 
2f. 22. How aftonilhing the patience of God, 
in fuffering my manners fo long; and his mercy, 
in purfuing his gracious work on my foul fo 
Readily! Ads xiii. 18. Ezek. xx. 14. If. Iv. 8. 
How reafonable, though fupernatural, is God’s 
work on men’s hearts, in leading them out to a 
deep concern about thofe things, which rehfon 
muft pronounce worthy of the higheft regard •, in 
improving the faculties of their foul, by his in- 
fluence upon them ; in obferving the natural or- 
der of thefe faculties ; enlightening the mind in 
order to his fwaying of the will; in leading to 
ferious conflderation, and never hurrying on his 
work by violence ; never obliging to part with 
any thing, till he ihew that it is contrary to our 

intereft, 
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intereft, as well as to our duty; in making men 
find pleafure, as well as profit, in their compli- 
ance with’his calls ! Jer. ii. 31. Mai. i. 10. Hof. 
11.4. If.lv. 2. andiclvi. 8. figek. xviii. 25. with 
John iii. 8. and v. 25. Rom. iv. 17. Prev. xx. 
27. Jer. xvii. it.. Job xxiii. 13. If. xlii. iv. Pfal. 
cxviii. 23. 

Havivg ftudied philofophy three years, I was 
much tickled with it; and efpecially, the firft 
year, fo much puffed up with a conceit of my own 
knowledge, I inclined to go abroad to complete 
myfelf in it; but was afraid to put my life in any 
danger by fea, fo long as the Hate of my foul 
was fo unfettled. Accordingly, I engaged as 
chaplain to the Earl of Wemyfs. My want of 
breeding anfwerable to this family, for a time, 
forced me to much retirednefs, and crying to the 
Lord for help how to behave aright. Though 
Lerein I fought mine own honour, not hrs, yet 
he gracioufly heard me, and enabled me tb mam- 
tain the refpeft due to my (lation. And the 
more difficulty I met with', I kept the clofcr to 
my form of religion. 

Here I was bften, and fometimcs unneceflari- 
Jy, engaged in difputing concerning the truth of 
religion, thi divine authority of the fcriptures, 
and- the moft important doftrinCs delivered in 
them; by which I was drawn to read the writings 
of Deifts, and other adverfaries of the truth, that 
I might know how to defend it. This proved 
very hurtful to me, Tit. iii. 9. 2 Tim. iii. 13. 
and ii. 16. 17. Prov. ix. 6. and xiv. 7. and xix. 

P *7- 
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27. For, (1.) I was not rooted and grounded 
In the truth, having neither a diftinft rational 
view of the ground on which the fcripture is re* 
ceived, nor a practical acquaintance with the 
light, life, and power of it on my heart; and fo 
wanted that armour of light which is neceffary in 
fuch difputes, Eph. iii. 17. Col. ii. 2. 7. Rom. 
xiii. 12. (2.) The ftill unfubdued power of ig- 
norance and enmity remaining in my heart, in- 
clined me to rejeft or cavil at the truths of God, 
Col. ii. 23. Eph. iv. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 1 John ii. 
V' (3") Many of the obje&ions flriking at the foundation, were new and furprizing to me, and 
«irelied up in the moll fpecious forms, Eph. iv. 
14. (4.) I was not exercifed to that watchful- 
r.efs and fobriety, which were neceflary to prevent 
Satan’s gaining an advantage againlt me, 1 Pet. 
V. 8. 

Finding all things ready for him, Satan 
(i.) Stirred up the atheifm, ignorance, and en- 
mity of my heart, to exert itfelf againft the truths 
of God, in foolilh enquiries, Whether or How 
fuch things could be fo ? and what authority I 

v had to believe them to be fo ? Pfal. Ixxiii. ir. 
John iii. 9. Matth. xxi. 23. (2.) He employed 
fome.fmooth and fober perfons to oppofe thofe 
truths, with reafonable-like arguments, Mark xii. 
34. Pfal. lv. 21. Rom. xvi. 18. {3.) He irije£l- 
ed into my mind fubtle queries; and efpecially 
•when I was at prayer, or otherwife ferious, he 
fuggefted to me the mqft hellilh oaths and blaf- 
phemies, which made me tremble,’Gen. iii. 1. 
4. Eph. vi. 11. 12- 16, Matth iv. 9. By thefe 

tneans. 
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meang, my fool was thrown into the moft 
terrible perplexity, concerning the exiftcnce o£ 
God, Pfal. xlii. 3. 10. and xiv. 1. Exod. v. 2. 9 
concerning the apparent diforders of his provi- 
dence towards the godly and wicked, Pfal. Ixxin. 
2.— 1; concerning the fcripture, as if it want- 
ed fufficient evidence cf divine original and authority 
John vr. 30.; as of’/curei John x. 24. ; as rigia', 
John vi. 20. ; as blaf.hemcus, Matth. xxvi. 25. ; 
zh felf contradictory> John xii. 34. ; as not acconi- 
plijhti in its promifes and threatenings, 2 Pet. in. 
4. Jer. xv. 18. and xvii. 15. Ezek. xii. 22. ; 

• and tHe gofpel-mydery of it as peculiarly abfrtrd 
and fooli/b, fetting up new god?, 1 Gor. i; 23. 
AJls xvir. x8. John iii. 9. Meanwhile, he ur- 
ged me to a baflard humility; and fuggeded, that 
h was vain for me to expe£t fatisfadlion in thofe 
points, when fo many learned men, after all' 
their refearches, hud found reafon to rejeft them,, 
John vii. 48. 49. ? 

In this grievous perplexity, in which my tears; 

were my meat day and night, Pfal. xlid. 3. f 
ftill betopk myfelf to improper means of reliei. 
(.1.) I attempted to extricate myfelf' by my owiv 
reafonings: but Satan efteemed them as Hubble 
and rotten wood, Pfal. Ixxiii. 16. Job Xii. 27. 
(2.) I read books intended for eftablifhing the 
truths of religion but they overlooked many of 
my fcruples, and afforded mfe no fatisfaction' 
with refpedf to the things which thej^ mentioned. 
Job viii. 8.9. and vi. 25. Eccl. xii. 11. (3.} £ 
vjifhed for feme extraordinary manjfeftation of 
the truth ; but the Lord rejefted my requeff; 

^ ^ Luke 
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Luke xvl. 30. 31. (4.) When all thefe failed^, 
I fat down difeouraged :: but my llmh increafed 
my trouble, E,d. iv. 5. Prov. xxi. 25. (5.) I 
fometimes applied to prayer i. but in a wrong, 
manner, and for a felfifti end, Jam. iv. 5. 

I had altogether funk under the weight of my 
trouble, and abandoned myfelf to defpair, if the 
Lord had not oceahonally abated the force of it. 
(1.) When I was violently prefled to renounce 
the fciiplures, Z*fe: the Lord powerfully con- 
vinced me, that if I did fo, I could have no fa- 
tisfadloiy profpect of an eternal ftate, John vi. 
68. (Ol could not but obferve, that they who 
appeared truly religious, were the better part of 
tnankind : and fo durfl; not admit conclufions* 
which imported that they were all molt wofully 
deceived, Pfal. Ixxiii. 15. (3.) I could not but 
obferve the remarkable folly of them who de- 
nied revealed religion. I faw, that, as haters 
of the light, they were at no due pains to'be fa- 
tisfiedj. and rather fought to find what might 
ftrengthen their doubts, and encourage their im- 
piety, John vii. 17. Prcv. xiv. 6. and xxviii- 5. 
(4.) In the lives, and tfpecially the death of fo 
many martyrs, 1 perceived a certain reality and 
power of religion, in which the finger of God ap- 
peared, LLb. xi. 3.5 (,.) I perceived the fame 
in fotne well known inltances of little children, 
Plal viii. 2. (6 ) Satan’s violent oppofition to 
the fci iptures, appeared to me an evidence that 
they were indeed the word of God, Mattn. xu. 
26.. (7.) The piercing, and powerful virtue of 
the word on my own heart, obliged me to own* that 
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that God was in it, Heb. iv. 12. 1 Cor. xiv. 25! 
(8 ) Sometimes Satan departed from me for a 
feafon, Luke iv. 13. ‘(9 ) The Lord iome how 
begot, dnd cherifhed in my fou!, a fecm ho£>e 
of deliverance, Pfal. xlii.- 5. 8. 1 r. John xiii. 7'; 
( to.) I faw, that other tempted perfons had been 
delivered; and fometimes I hoped, that Satan’s 
uncommon rage foreboded that his time would 
be but fhortj Rev:. xii. 12. By thefe means I 
Was encouraged to perfevere in a clofe attend- 
ance upon the duties of religion, public, private, 
and fecret, Prov. yiii. 34. i was enabled to con- 
ceal my perplexity from others, who might have 
been {tumbled or hardened by it, 2 Sam. i. 20; 
Pfal. Ixxiii, 15. I was helped to contend for the 
truth, as if I had had no doubts about it; in do-* 
ing of which, I often found fome fatisfadtion to^ 
my own foul, Ezek. xxix. 19, 

By this perplexing exercife of foul, I learned,' 
(1.) The necefiify of rcjijhng the devil, and the 
Vanity and danger of reafoning with him ; as hd 
eafily evaded- or overturned all my reafonings, 
and fubtilly,enforced, or irr^iudently injected his 
own, 1 Pet. v. 9. Jam. iv. 7. Matth. iv. 10. n. 
Jude 9. (i.) What a mercy that God, in his 
providence, hides the ftrongeft objections againft 
religion from atheifts and heretics; and, in 
cbmpaflion to his weak faints, permits them not 
to be publiflied ! Job xxxviii. ii. Rev. xx. r. 
When men ftand at a diftance from religion; they 
neither fee the difficulties nor the advantages 
which attend it. Nor is it when their hearts 
are quiet in his intereft, but when Chrilt threat- 

^ 3j ens5 
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ess to eafl: him out, that Satan exerts all his fraud 
and force to- maintain his (fation. Lake xr. 2U 
Mark ix. 2C. (}■) My itnpreiEons of my owrt 
fiaihy, and fears of death, were much increafed,. 
Pfal. xc. ro. rr Heb. H. 15. (4.} My vain 
hopes of high attainments in learning were over- 
in ned; and I feared, that I (houid never attain 
as much knowledge cs was neeeifary for my own 
happiiiefs, Led. vii 23.. (5 } I was made bit- 
terly to repent my rafhnefs in intending the mi- 
niltrv, and refolved to do it no more, u-n!efs the 
Lord (houid fa tidy me about the truths of which 
I doubted. I could not, witkui horror, think of 
foeaking to others, that which I did not believe 
with my own heart, 2 Cor. xi. 1-3. (6.) I was 
inliigated to a more earned performance of reli- 
gious duties. (7.) I perceived an abfolute ne~ 
cefiity of further evidence- of divine truth than 
1 had ever attained, or knew how ux attain. 

'Meanwhile my circumftances tended to in- 
crease my trouble, and give advantage to my cor- 
motions” Moil of the converfel had was with fuch 
as* helped forward my doubts, Prov. xiii. 20. I 
had no friend, to whom 1 cou’d with freedom, 
or profpeft of fatisfu&ion, impart my mind, Eccl. 
iv. 10. My endeavours to conceal my diftrefs 
added to it, Pfal. xxxii. 3. My trouble render- 
ed me indifgofed to either fludy or diverfion. My 
flethful poliure expofedme to temptation, and 
{Lengthened my corruptions, Prov. xxiv. 30. 31. 
Hereon my wicked heait vented ifrfelf in vain and. 
fluggilh defires, Prov. xiii. 4. ; in foolifh contri- 
•*aac.£S. how to cafe my fmart, without any due regard 
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regard to the Lord, Pfal. Ixxvii. 3. 6. ; m fdf- 
difpiriting complaints, Pfal Ixxvii. 3.; in finful 
wifliing, that I had never been born, or hid died 
an infant, Job in. 1. 11. ; or had been bred to 
fome mean employmenr, or had a cottage in the 
uildcrnefs, where I might a bandon myfeif to 
continual grief, Jer. ix. 2.: And fometimes in 
fearful murmurings againft God, and his provi- 
dence^towar^s me, Job xxx. 20. Jer, xv. 18. 
Pfd.^xxiii.^xxvii. j^xxxvui. 

Finding me wearied in my vain flruggling, 
and inclined to fleep, and ftill empty of Chrift, 
Satan returned to me with /even ube? /pints •wer/e 
than him/elfy my own corruptions, and made my 
condition worfe than ever, Matth. xii. 43. 44. 
Pfal xxxvhi. 19. But the Lord, intending to 
carry on his work in my foul, applied his l.tw 
in its fpiritual meaning, to my confcience, more 
clofly than ever. I felt more difcernibly the ftirring 
®f my corruptions j and fretted by the light 
of God’s word kt into my mind, my feifrflinefs 
floth, formality, and other indwelling lulls, iaged 
the more, Rom. v.i. 8. 9. By this means I was 
plunged into .deeper guilt, and my challenges of 
confcience were fharpened, Pfal xxxviii. 3. 4. 
But ftiil I applied' to pbyficians of no value, rather 
than to the Lord. Laving efcaped the groffer 
pollutions of the world, I was now much exer- 
cifed about the fecret workings of fm in my heart , 
and thefe I laboured to extenuate or excufe, from 
the flrength of my temptations, not without 
fome refledions on God himfelf, as expofirig me 
to them, Gen. iii. 12. 1 fometimes endeavoured 

to 
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to perfuade myfelf, that the things for which 
confcience challenged me were not finful, even 
though I had vowed'againft them, Prov. xx, 2J. 
When this would not do, I*\vith grief lamented 
nay breaches of my engagements to God, and re- 
newed them, erpecially in oppofition to fueh fins 
as did moft e-afily befet me, Exod. Xi id. 17; 
Jolh. xxiv. 2i. But thefe coutfes reftrained me 
no longer from fin, than till I met with a new 
temptation; and but ftrengthened my corruptions; 
Jer. ii. 20. And hence, inftead of procuring, me 
peace; they increafed my inward difquiet and: 

wafted my fnirit, Pfal. xasxii. 3.4* 
My compliance with the convltSUons of God’s 

fpirit was carried a great length. I kept myfelf 
from opempollutions ; I was careful in duties of 
worfhip ; Pwas much employed in fecret devo- 
tion ; I received the word with joy? My con- 
fidence often challenged me for my fecret pride; 
unbelief, and other fpirhual' evils. I refolred and 
ftrove againft fins, even fuch as I loved beft, Rev*, 
iii. 12. Tit. iii. 5. Neverthelefs, Tftill remained 
a ftranger to the real power of religion. I had 
no fpiritual uptaking of God’s method of falva- 
tion, through the imputed righteotlfnefs of Chrift ; 
of its glorious efficacy, tendency, and defigrt, 
Rom. x. 3. I only aimed at the faving of myfelf, 
without any regard to the glory of God, Matth. 
•vi. 22. 1 fought relief, in whole or iii part, by my 
own works of the law, Rom. ix. 32. My conlent 
to the deftru&km of my beloved iuils, produced 
by the force of my conviftions, was neither with- 
out xeluttaoce, nor without lome refervation; 

Exod, 
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Exod xl 8. My heart remained (lilL a^erfe to 
fpirituality of mind, and a fixednefs of thought 
on heavenly things. I could not think of being 
alway fpiritual, Rom. viii. 7. 

I wjis at laft brought to an extremity. My 
innumerable tranfgreffions were fet in order be- 
fore me, in their dreadful nature and aggrava- 
tions; and all my defences, excufes, or extenua- 
tions of them, were rejetted, I’fal. 1. 21. and xl. 
12. Rom. iii. 19. My vain attempts to relieve 
myfelf, rot only difappointed me, but iucreafed 
my anguiflijlf. xxxvi. 6. Job. vi. 20. The wrath 
of God was dropped into my foul, and the poifon 
of his arows drank up my fpirit, Job vi. 4. I 
remained unfatisfied concerning the truths of re- 
ligion ; all of which Satan fometimes aflaulted 
at once, which threw me into dreadful confufion j 
and mine enemies told me. that there was no 
help for me in God, Pfal. cxvlii. n. 12. and iii. 
2. All the methods I could take, to bear down 
my corruptions, did but incrcafe their ftrength 
and rage, Rom. vii. 9. it. Hence 1 was dread- 
fully call down, and became weary of my life. 
Job vii. 13. 16. and x. 21. Ptal Ixxvii. 2. Deut. 
xxviii. 66. 67. I feared that my fins were too 
great to be forgiven, Lam. iii. 10.—20. I thought 
it a wonder, that I, who fo richly deferred utter 
deflruttion from the Almighty, was not already 
confumed, Lam. i. 18. and iii. 20. 21. I fear- 
ed that the Lord would make me a terrcr to my* 
ft If, and all around me, Jer. xx. 4.; aod that he 
would make feme dreadful difcovery of my wick- 
cdnef?, that would make me a reproach to re» 

ligion. 
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Hgiort, Pfal. xxxix. 8. Satan daily urged me to 
give over, and take fome desperate .courfe, If» 
Ivii. x®. Thus I went about dejefted, weary, 
and heavy laden; weary of my diflrefs, and 
weary of the vain courfes I had taken for relief* 
and altogether uncertain what to do, or whither 
to go, Pfal. xiii. 2. 

If this extre’mity had lafted much longer, and; 
if the Lord had not fecretly fupported me, when 
it was at the greateft, my foul had funk under 
the weight of it, Pfal. Ixxiii. 22. 23. But about- 
the end of January 1698, when, 1 think, I was 
at fecret prayer, in very great dijlrefs, the Lord 
flepped in, and faid to me, Thou Injl dejlroyed 
thyfelf, but in me is thine help, Hof. xiii. 9. In 
this difcovery of hiadelf to my foul, (1.) He 
fhewed me, that there are forgiveneffes wuth him, 
mercy, and plenteous redemption, Pfal. cxxx. 4. 7. 
He made all his g-oodnefs pafs before me, and prac- 
claimed his name, The Lord, the Lord God, merci- 
ful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in 
gcodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thoufapds, 
forgiving iniquities y tranjgr effort, and fin; and who 
•will be gracious to whom he will be gracious, and will 
Jhew mercy to whom he will fhew mercy, Exod. 
xxxiii. 19. and xxxiv. 5. 6. 7. (2.) He reveal- 
ed Chrift, the mediator of the new covenant, in 
his glory, as the only begotten of the Father, full 
»f grace and truth, and his blood of fprinkiing to 
my foul, Heb. xii. 22. 29. John i. 14. Pfal. xlv. 
2. (3.) He (hewed me, that though he rejedfed 
all that I could offer to him, yet he was well plea- 
fed in Chrift,. Ffal. xl. 6. 7. (4 ) He made me* bOt 
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not only fee, that there was a full and free jufti- 
fication by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Chrift, whom he hath fet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood ; but alfo to 
fee, how God was juft in juftifying the ungodly 
who believe in Jefus, which quite ravifhed my 
heart, Rom. hi.-24. 25. 26. and iv. 5. (;.) He 
opened up the gofpel-call, and made me fee, that 
tome, even to me, was the word of this falvation 
ferrt: and I was fecretly invited to come and take 
the •water of life, and rejl of the new covenant, 
freely, A&s xiii. 26. Rev. xxii. 17. Matth. xi. 28. 
(6.) To my great fatisfa£lion, he (hewed me, 
that his defign in faving Tinners was that no flelh 
might glory in his fight ; but that he might be ex- 
alted in (hewing mercy, and manifeft to the a- 
ges to come, the exceeding riches of his grace \ and 
that we (hould be to the praife of the glory of his 
grace, 1 Cor. i. 29. 31. Eph. i. 6. 7. and ii. 7. If. 
xxx. 18. (7.) He revealed to my foul, that full 
and fuitable provifion that is made, againft all the 
guilt and power of fin, in Chrift, If. xlv. 24. 
j John ii. 1. 2. (8.) While he made this difeo- 
very of a redemption, every way fuited to pro- 
mote his glory, and my eternal happinefs, my 
foul was, by a glorious and fweet power, carried 
out to reft in it as worthy of God, and every 
way fuitable and fatisfying in my cafe, PfaJ. ij, 
10. and cxix. 93. 

All thefe difeoveries were made to me only 
by the word of God; not indeed by one particular 
text, but by many promifes and declarations of 
Jt brought to my remembrance, John xiv. 26. 

Pfah 
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Pfal. cxix. 18. and cvii* 20 and cx. 2. 3. Rom. h 
16. But it was not the word alone, that convey- 
ed the difcovery into my heart; but a burning 
light from the Lord flione into my mind, to give 
me the knowledge of the glory of Ged in the 
face of Jefus Chrift, John vi. 63. and Pfal. xxxvi. 
9- and cxix. 18. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 1 perceived a great 
difference between this light and alt my former 
notions of fpiritual things. It was, (t.) Heavenly \ 
coming by God’s heavenly word, manifefting 
heavenly things, and leading me toward heaven. 
Adds ix. 3. (2.) True-, giving me a true maai- 
feftation of the true God, and the one Mediator 
between God and man, and a true view of my 
{late towards God, John i. 9. (3.) Pleafant; lead- 
ing to a pleafure in God the fountain of it, Eccl. 
xi. 7. (4.) DiJHr.Si and clears manifefting fpiri- 
tual things in their glory, order, and tendency, 
2 Cor. iv. 6. John ii. 27. (5.) Satisfying ; making 
my foul reft in the difcoveries made, as true and 
certain, Matth. iv. 2. (6.) Quickeningi refrefhing 
and healing, John viii. 12- 2 Cor. iv. 6. (7.) Great; 
making great difcoveries of divine things, beyond 
any former knowledge that I had of thefe mat- 
ters. (8.) Pc-werfui; diffipating all the ignorance 
which formerly overfpread my mind, and making 
all my frightful temptations flee before it, Pfal. 
Ixviii. 1. Song. iii. f>. with If. Ivii. 19. (9.) Ccm- 
fo/tng ; giving me the quiet cxercife of all my fa- 

- ties, and improving my former knowledge. 
The effe&s of this difcovery were irtany and 

delightful. (1 ) It made me, in a cordial and 
fixed manner, approve of God's method of fa- 

ving 
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ring finners by Jefus Chrift, to the praife of the 
glorj of his grace. It made me fixedly adhere to 
this truth, that God hath given ts us eternal life ; 
ar,d this life is in his Son, i John v. 11. It lea me 
to a fixed and refolute rejection of all other ways 
ef relief, Hof. xiv. 8. John vi. 68. In all my af- 
ter exercifes about my guilt, it led me to Chrift 
alone, Phil. iii. 8. 9. It led me to rejoice in 
Chrift Jefus, fo as nothing could difturb me, 
while I, at any time, beheld his glory, 2 Thefl". 
ii. 16. Rom. v. 2. Phil, iii 3. In all my bad 
cafes, I was fatisfied, that a manifeftation of the 
Lord would rectify matters, Job xxiii. 3. 6. I 
could never approve myfelf, but when I found 
my foul moulded into a compliance with the de- 
fign of the gofpel, emptied of felf, fubje&ed to 
the Lord, and careful to have him alone exalted, 
Phil. i. 20. (2 ) It, in fome meafure, fet me 
right as to my chief end, in chiefly aiming at the 
Lord’s honour, and at my own happinefs in fub- 
ordination to it, Matth. vi. 22. I defired that 
God might be glorified in my life, or by my 
death, Phil. i. 20. I looked on fhame and con- 
fufion of face as my only due; and that the 
whole glory of my falvation belonged only to God 
Dan. ix. 8. 9. When I obferved felf-feeking to 
advance itfelf to the prejudice of the Lord’s ho- 
nour, I ftrove, and cried to him againlt it, Pfal. 
cxv. 1. I looked upon it as one of my worft e- 
nemies, was grieved on account of the felt re- 
mains of it, never fatfifred but when it is brought 
under; and, according as I difcerned this light 
of the glory of God, I found its intereft weaken- 
ed in my foul} and I fought not mine own felf 
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tut Chrift Jefus the Lord, Gal. ii. 20. 1 Cor. xv'. 
10. 2 Cor. X. 5. and iv. 5. 6. Rom. vii. 24. 25. 
Phil. iii. 8. 9. It endeared the Lord and his 
ways exceedingly to me, that he had fo order- 
ed it, that men, in aiming at his'glory, fhould 
find their own falvation. (3.) Beholding his glo- 
ry, I was fo changed into his image, that his law, 
as juji, and gocd, fpiritual, and exreeding 
broad, and the duties which it commanded, were 
my delight, Rom. vii. 12. 14. 20. 22. Pfal. cxix. 
.96. 128. 1 John v. 3. Matth. xi. 29. Phil. iii. 7. 
I faw a peculiar beauty in thofe laws, which 
{truck againlt thofe fins which had the deepeft 
root in my temper, and the greateft advantages 
-from my circumltances and temptations, Pfal. 
xviii. 23. I valued menas they appeared humbly 
conform to the law of God, Pfal. xvi. 3. My 
defires towards it were (trong and frequent, Pfal. 
cxix. 5.20. 33. 112. My own, or others breach- 
es of it, were my grief and burden, Pfal. cxix. 
136. I juftified the law again ft my own felf, 
Rom. vii. 10. 16. 19. 20. Nothing more en- 
deared heaven to me, than the perfett holinefs 
which I expected there, Pfal. xvii. 15. I look- 
ed on the remains of fin in me, as a moft dread- 
ful mifery, Rom. vii. 24. (4.) It produced in 
me the exercife of evangelical repentance, very 
different from any forrow about fin which I had 
been formerly acquainted with. Now my for- 
row flowed from a fenfe of fin, as an enmity and 
rebellion againft a God of infinite kindnefs, to 
an unworthy wretch, Zech. xii. 10. It filled 
me with love to him, and delight in drawing 
.near to, and ferving him, Luke xv. 20. 21. The more 
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more he manifefted of his kindnefs, I was the 
more afhamed of my fin againft him, Ezck. xvi. 
63. Jer. xxxi. 19. I took pleafure in the fur- 
prizing manifeftations of God’s favour to fuch a 
wretch, and in acknowledging my own unwor- 
thinefs and ingratitude. 1 was glad to ferve the 
Lord in the meaneft form, as a mark of my de- 
teftation of my former difobedience, Pfal. Ixxiii. 
22.23. Luke xv. 19. In (hort, my forrow, coming 
from God, led me to God in a way of duty ■, it 
wrought in me a carefulnefs to avoid fin and pleafe 
God, an indignation againlt fin, fear of offend- 
ing God, vehement dtfire to have fin removed, 
God glorified, and holtnefs promoted. It hum- 
bled my foul, and made me willing to bear the 
indignation of the Lord when I had finned againlt 
him, 2 Cor. vii. 10. (5.) It produced in me a 
bumble and comfortable hope of my own eternal 
falvation through Ch-rift. I was fatisfied, that 
this was the way, in which I might expert peace 
and fecurity, If. xxx. 21. I was fweetly fatif- 
fied,, that my expectation fhould not be cut off, 
Prov. xxiii. 18. My hope animated me to the 
duties of holinefs, and increafed my lhame and 
humiliation before God, If. xxv. 9. 1 John iii. 3. 
Ezek. xvi. 63. (6.) It produced in me an high 
regard to the ordinances of God’s worfhip, as hisj 

inllituted means of obtaining, difcoveries of his- 
beauty. It made me earneft to obtain dilcoveries* 
of hrs glory, and thereby of my own fins and* 
duties, and to cry for the fame to others, Pfal. 
xxvii. 4. And the more the Lord difcovered- 
himielf in them, I was the more lively, humble, 
bold, and denied to felf, Pfal. Ixiii. 3. and cxix. 
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32. and !xv. 4. Job xlii. 5. 6. I was fenfible c£ 
the Lord's hiding, and manifefting himfelf in 
feme meafure j and of the neceflity of the exer*. 
cife of grace, particularly of faith, in all approach- 
es to God. (7.) It produced a love to all that 
fesmed to have any thing of the Lord’s image, 
however different in their tempers, principles, 
as to lefler things, ire. evidencing itfelf in prayer 
for, and fympathy with them-. And this love 
was more or lefs lively, as my foul was in a bet- 
ter or worfe cafe,. 1 John iii. 14. (8.) I found 
my care for the concerns of the Lord to be en- 
larged. I defired to have the Lord exalted, his 
church- profper, and I was grieved for affronts 
done to him, Pfal. exxii. 6. 7. Pfal. cxix. 158^ 
(9.) I found my heart difpofed to forgive injuries, 
and to pray earneflly for their good who injured 
me, Luke vi. 27. 28. Pfal. xxxv. 13. (to.) It 
produced in me a willing and chearful endeavour 
after holirtefs, in all manner of converfation, 
2 Cor. v. 14. 15. 

Indeeb, through my afionifhment at the fur- 
prifing kindnefs and condefcenfion of God to 
me, in this difeovery, Exod. iii. 3. If. Hi. 15. 
Pfal. exxvi. 1. 2. 3. My fixing mine eyes fo la- 
tently on his- glory, and on the myitery of jufti- 
fication and peace with him through the blood 
of his Son, and through my own remaining igno- 
rance, I did not at firft perceive all the above- 
mentioned effecfls of it, and continued fadly ig- 
norant of many important things concerning my 
daily ufe of Chrift’s rightecufnefs, and improve- 
ment of him for promoting of fan&iiicatian,Joh» xiv-. 
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xiv. 9. and^xiu. 7. and xn. ij.-Acli xii. 11. 12: 
and xxvi. 18. 

This dlfcovery, which fhone for about ten days 
ih its brightnefs, and long after in leflir degrees,* 
vras extremely fweet and ravifhtng. (1.) It found’ 
me when condemned'by God and my own con- 
fcience. I was finking under the terrors of an 
immediate execution of the fentence. ihough ‘ 
my labour, and the weak and waited condition of 
my body, urged me to fUep,’ I durll not clofe 
mine eyes, left I Ihould have awakened in hell. 
No wonder then the news of-pardon, peace, and: 

favour with God, were fweet to me, Jon. ii 4. 
5.6. (2.) Jefus Chrift,- God in him, the my- 
ftiry 'of godlinefs, and wonders of God’s law, 
which were difeovered,' were gic/ft\us things, 
John i. 18. 1 Tim.; iii. 16. If Ixiv. 4. i Pet. i. 12, 
And they were new to me, If. lii. 15. Prov; xxv. 
25. (3.) The light of God’s word, in which 
they were difeovered, was clear, heart-warming, 
and reviving, fudh as l had never known before 
Eccl. xi.' 7.- (4.). New difeoveries of fpintual 
things were daily made to me, and this Ihort time 
taught me more than by all my ftudy I had learn- 
ed before ; arid taugnt me what I had learned be- 
fore, in a quite different manner, If. viii. u, 
Pfal. xix. 2. Prov. iv* i&.' (5.) My mind was 
almoft wholly taken up about fpiritual things j 
and whatever occurred in rgadirtg, meditation, ob- 
fervation, or'converfe, was Spiritualized by and to 
it, Phil. iif. 20. Tit. i. 15. 16.) I found the joy 
of the Lord my ftrength,- and was carreid out with 
extraordinary pleafure and diligence in duty, Neh; 

/ 
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viii. 10. Efal: cxrii* r. Pfal. Ivii. 2. and c*ix» 
32.Songvi. 12, (7.) Meanwhile the Lorddailyin- 
fi rufted me out of the fcriptures, and I underftood 
them in a new and heart-warming manner, Luke 
xxiv. 22. with If. xxix. n. (8 ) By this appears 
ance of the glory of the Lord, my terrors difap- 
peared, my. corruptions were fubdued and bom 
down, and Satan chained, that they: could not 
then diftu'b me, Pfal. xvrii. 12.. 14. J 7. (9.) By- 
keeping his glory continually, in ray view, tha 
Lord kept me humblft and felf denied. I lothed 
and detefted Self, Job xlii. 6. Num. xtiu.33. If* 
si. 22. 17. ; ar>d gloried only in the Lord, re- 
joiced in Chrift Jefus, and had no. confidence it* 
Vhe fiefh, PhiL iii.. S-Job v. id. 

In thismarvellous, fweet, and ladling manifefta— 
tjon of himfelf, the Lord intended, (1.); Ten- 
derly tobind op and heal,.and fomewhat ftrength-, 
en my broken and wounded foul*.. Pfal.. cxlvii. 
3. and cxi .. Lukex. 34. If. xl. m./ (z.) To 
cure my bard thoughts of himfelf, to which I 
had been fearfully accuftomed in my diftrefs, 
Pfal. Ixxvii. 8. 9. Lam, iii. ^7. Joh ix. .6. Ezek* 
xviii. 32. and xxxiii. 11. Jer. xv. 18. and xxx. 14* 
^7* (3-) T0 ma^e me c,bearfully fell all for the farl of great price, and fo as never after to repent 
my bargain, Matth. xiii. 45. 46* U.J.To pre- 
pare and {Lengthen me for that wildernefs-jour* 
ney and fearful warfare which were before me* 
j Kings xix. 6. 7. Exod. xiii. 17. Prov. xxi. I> 
Dan. iv. 16. Pfah Ixxvji. 10. (5.) .To undeceive 
me, and reprove me for my hard thoughts of his 
■a ay, particularly of habitual want of fpiiituality 
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of mind, Pfal. Ixxiii. 22. Job xlii. 3. and xl. 4. 
Matth. xix. 26. and xii. 33. 

Nevertheless, my own ignorance Jrd me 
into many fad miftak.es. (1.) I fancied that my 
ravifliing frame woald laft alway, Mattb. xvii. 4. 
Pfal. xxx. 6. 7. (2 ) I tliought my corruptions, 
which appeared not, to be dead and that I 
would have no occaGon to wreftle with them aS- 
terwards, Exod. xiv. 13. If. it. 4. (3 > I ftinted 
myfelf to fuch a bent and courfe of religious 
walking, as neither our circumftances, tempta- 
tions, nor duty in this world, will admit of. I 
could not endure to read books, which were 
really proper for my ftation. I even grudged 
the time fpent in neceffary refrefhment of my 
body by meat or fleep. Thus 1 fecretly inclined 
to feek righteoufnefs, as it were by the works of 
the law, being deceived into a voluntary humili- 
ation and mortification, vainly puffed up to it 
by my fleftily mind, Rom. ix. 32. Col. ii. 18. 23. 
(4.} I began to look upon enlargement and fue- 
cefs in religious duties as my due from God, 
which I fhould always have, Luke x. 17. 20. 
(5.) 1 looked on the flock of grace, which I had 
gotten, as fufficient to carry me through all my 
difficulties, without any conftant dependence on 
that which is in Chrift, If. xl. 31. 2 Cor. xii. <7. 
Pfal. xxx. 7. 

But the Lord quickly undeceived me. He 
bid himfelf from me, PfaL xxx. 7. He permitted 
my corruptions to ftir, and furioufly affault me. He 
fuffered Satan to buffet me with his temptations, 

2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. xii. 7. Hereon I fell into deep forrowy. 
Pfal. xxxr.-f. I'began to queflion the truth of 
former manifeftatioRS, Luke xxiv. 21.; and to 
doubt of my throughbearing, 1 Sam; xxvii. 1.; 
and even to quarrel fecretly with the Lord, as 
if he had beguiled me with refpeof to my deliver- 
ance, Exod. v. 22. 23. Under this perplexing 
cafe, I often ran to wrong, means of relief. I 
complained, and then my foul was avet-wbelmed. I 
thought on God, bur not finding the difeoveries 
of him as before, l uas troubled. I enquired into 
the caufe of my diftreft,-but'often I went too' 
far, and fell a chiding, with God ; the obferva- 
tion of which funk my fpirits, Jer. xv. 18. I 
effayed to perform duty as before ; but the Lord 
was departed, and mine enemies had got between- 
me and my fpiritual flrength, Judg. xvi. 20. 

I now, with grief, remembered my late plea* - 
fant manifeftation and comforts. But yet, ex* 
eept in the violence of my conflift, I faw that 
things were better with me now than formerly. 
For, (i.) The Lord gave frequent blinks of his 
countenance, and fpake kindly to my foul. Song 
ii. 9. and v. 4. (?.) He, by opening the fcrip- 
turcs to me, (hewed me fomewbat of his glory, 
my owrv cafe, or the end of mine enemies, PfaJ. 
Ixiii. 2. 3.Luke xxiv.32. fometimes allow- 
ed me intimate familiarity wit h him in prayer, Rom. 
vt 2 Job xxiii. 3 Pfal. Ixii. 8. (4.) Though I could 
-not now run after Chrift, I longed to be drawn 
near him, and refufed to be thrull from him, 
Pfal. Ixxxiv. 2 and ci. 2. Song i. 4. John vi. 68. 
Job -xiii. 1 j, (5Tiiough I couid not run in the 

way 
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way of his commandments, 1 longed for that 
enlargement of heart, which would make me 
run, Pfal. cxix. 32. 5. 17. 3^. Rom. vii. 22. 
(6.) Though I could not delight in duty, I abhor- 
red the thoughts of delighting in fin, Rom. vii. 
23. 24. (7.) I could not reit in my fpiritual 
deadnefs, but lothed myfelf on account of if, 
w7earied of it, and cried for deliverance, Pfal. 
Ixxxv. 6. Job xxix. 2. Rom. vii. 23. 

Meanwhile my inward corruptions, and 
efpecially thofe which I formerly inclined to have 
fpared, attacked^ and frequently foiled me, Epb. 
vi. 12. Htb. xii. 1. Rom. vii. 21. 19. 23. I ob- 
je&ed to them, that I had now no more to do 
with them, being engaged to the.Lord, Judg. xi. 
35. If. xxvi. 13. 1 efiayed to reafon againll com- 
pliance with them, Gen. xxxix. 9. When they 
perfilled, I eflayed to flee fiom them : but alas ! 
they were in my bmom, Prov. iv. 14. j 5. I 
prayed that the Lord wcu/d rebuke them, Zsch. 
iii. 2. I complained of them as his enemies, and 
prorefte- again ft them, Hab. i. 2'. Rom. vii. 20. 
But after all, they pei filled, and I was often foil- 
ed, and hereon fell into grievous difcouragements. 
(i.) I began to doubt of my firicemy; or if the 
Lord was really with me, Judg. vi. 13. (2-) I 
began to conclude, that t Ihould at iaft perifh by 
their hand, 1 Sam. xxvii. j, (3.) My conference 
being defLed, 1 durft not look up to God for de>- 
liverance, Pfal. xi. 12. 

I could not then, but have fince, perceived 
the caufes of my uufuccefsfuioppofition. (1.) In 

the 
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the beginning of this conflict I trufted too much ta 
grace already received, Matth. xxva. 33. (2.) My 
fpiritual enemies attacked me, when I was off my 
watch, Match, xxiv. 43. (3.) They pufhed me 
to vain work, whick did not anfwer the ftate of 
things in this world, and to oppofe that which 
was not finful in itfelf, but in the excefs of it, 
1 Cor. v. 10. Eph. iv. 26. Eccl. vii, 9. Matth. 
jv, 3. (4.) Under pretence of inconveniency or 
difficulty, I ftill negle&ed fome means of God’s 
appointment, 1 Sam. xiii. 13. 15. 20. 22k Mark 
ix. 28. 29. (5.) I was often fleepy and flothful. 
Match, xiii. 25. Prov xxiii. 21. (6.) I was very 
ignorant of faith’s daily improvement of Chrift, 
and God’s free grace, for fandification, John v. 
40. Heb. iv 16. (7.) I aimed at viclory over my 
corruptions, in order to obtain eafe and honour 
tomyfelf, Jam- iv. 3. (8.) I d.d not perfevere in 
prayer for the neceflary fupplies of grace, Luke 
xviii. 1. 2 Chron. xv. 2- If. xl. 3.. Notwithftand- 
ing all thefe dreadful miftakes on my part, the 
Lord, (1.) Kept me from giving over my oppofi- 
tion to fm, Pfa‘. xxxvii. 24. (2.) He often af- 
fiiled me very feafonably, Pfal. Ixxiii. 22. 23. 24. 
(3.' When I was overcome, he prevented my 
fulfilment of the finful deed, 1 Sam. xxv. 32. 
(4.) He fometimes gave me a cleanly vi&ory over 
temptation, Pfal. cvi. 43. (5.) He fo cleared 
my fincerity, that I durft appeal to himfelf con- 
cerning it; and hereby I was made the more 
afraid of offending him, Pfal. cxxx'x. 21. 22. 
(6.) He frequently hinted to me, that the iflue 
wouidbe.comfortable, Prov. xxiii. 13. and xxiv. 14. 

t7-h 
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(7.) In the ufe of proper means, he at laft gave 
me a vidlory, 1 Cor. xv. 57. 

By this (harp trial the Lord taught me, (1.) That 
.the Chriflian life in this world is a "wildernefs, a 
•warfare. Song viii. 5. 1 Cor. ix. 7. (2.) That 
the grace which is fufficient for us, is not in our 
hand, but in the Lord’s, in the promife to be 
pled, 2 Cor. xii. 29. (3.) That he himfelf is the 
fovereign and wife difpofer of his own grace, Heb. 
iv. 16. Eph. iv. 7. (4.) That faints have no pro- 
mifes of full deliverance from fin in this word ; 
nor of freedom from grofs fins, but in the dili- 
gent ufe of means appointed by God, x John i. 
8. 2 Pet. i. 8. (5.) That the more we diftruft 
felf, we are the ftronger in the Lord, 2 Cor. xii. 
10. (6.) The ufe, neceflity, and glory, of that 
provifion which is made for believers guilt by 
the covenant of grace, 1 John ii. 1. (7.) His 
holy jealoufy and difpleafure at my cleaving to fin 
fo long, and my forbearance of my beloved lufts, 
Judg. ii. 3. Pfal. xeix. 8. (8.) That there 
was a great deal of more wickednefs in my heart, 
than I had fufpe£led, Deut. viii. 2. (9.) That 
this world is not my reft, and to make me value 
heaven, Mic. ii. 10. (10.) The inconceivable 
extent of that forgivenefs which is with him, 
Exod. xxxiv. 7. Matth. xviii. 22. If. Iv. 9. (1 j.) He 
fitted me to compafiionate and comfort others 
who are tempted, 2 Cor. i. 4. Heb. ii. 18. 

My powerful corruptions, fpurred on by the 
temptations of Satan, carried me into many grie- 
vous fins againft light and love, and folemn obli- 

gations. 
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gations. I was fometimes for a time hardened 
and infenfible, Heb. iii. 13. The Lord hid him- 
felf, Pfal. Ixvi. 18. ; and my graces languiflied. 
Rev. iii. 2. At other times I had no fooner fall- 
en, than my heart fmote me, 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. 
Matth. xxvi. 75 ; but fooner, or later, the Lord fet 
my fins in order before me, by tryfting me with 
fome outward afllittion, while he hid himfelf from 
me, Job xxxvi. 8.9. Hof. v. 15. By plainly mark- 
ing my fin in my punifliment; making thofe fins on 
which I had doted, my principal plagues, Rom. i. 
21.—28. Ezek. xxiii.9.; and efpecially, by making 
his word and fpirit take hold of my confcience 
in ordinances, 2 Sam xii. 7. Amos iii. 2. In 
confequcnce of fuch convictions, a fenfe of his 
wrath was imprefied on my confcience, which 
fometimes was very terrible, Pfal. cii. 10. Jer. 
xv. 17. Job vi. 4. My foul was filled with fluime 
on account of my innumerable evils, many of 
which imported the moft v/retched ingratitude, 
Pfal. xl. 12. Jer. iii. 25.; and with dreadful 
fears, left I Ihould never get pardon, or at leaft 
a fenfe of it, Pfal. Ixjrvii. 8. 9. 

Satan finding me in this cafe, frequently 
tempted me to give over all religious duty. He 
reprefented the marks of God’s difpleafure with 
me, in the worft light he could, Gen. iv. 13. 
14. He tempted me to look on my fin as great- 
er than could be forgiven ; and that there was no 
fuccour, no forgivenefs, no more mercy in God 
for me •, and that as my former unfuccefsful en- 
deavours manifefted this, it was to no purpofe 
to wait on the Lord any longer, 2 Kings vi. 33. 
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But by fecretly hinting, that perhaps he would be 
gracious, 2 Sam. xih 22.; by reminding me of 
his former kindnefs, and difcoveries of the fove- 
reignty of his grace, Pfal. Ixxvii. 10. ; by fhtw- 
ing me the certainly defperate iflue of the courfe 
to which I was tempted, 2 Kings vii. 4. Job xiii. 
15.; and by {hewing me the extenfive declara- 
tions of the gofpel, which reprefent Chrift as 
come to fave the very chief cf ftnners, and his 
blood ckanftng from all fin > 1 Tim. i. 15. r John 
i. 7.; the Lord broke the force of that temptation ; 
and, efpecially by the laft, relieved my foul. 

I therefore refolved to feek the Lord in the 
tneans of his own appointment •, by meditation, 
prayer, reading, hearing. But fometimes, when 
I eflayed to confefs my fins, the Lord clofed my 
lips, that I could fay nothing, Pfal. li. 15. Some- 
times I got leave to run the round of duties, but 
obtained no fellowlhip with Chrift, Song Hi. 1. 
Sometimes faithful mlnifters, by fetting home 
my fin more clofely, made my wounds deeper. 
Song v. 7. Sometimes, being outwearied, I 
fpoke a kind of peace to myfelf, Ezek. xiii. 10. 
Jer. viii. 11. But this left me as dead in fin as 
before. I eafily returned to folly, Pfal. Ixxxv. 
8.; and God, in different forms, teftified his 
difpleafure. againft me, and covered me with 
fhame and confufion, 1 Theff. v. 3. 

When the Lord (hewed me my miftake, and 
ftirred me up again to enquire after, and made 
me go the little furthery I found him ; and was 
relieved in the fame manner as before narrated. 

R (1.) The 
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(i.) The Lord fet my fin, in all its aggravations, 
before mine eyes, efpecially as it ftruck againft 
himfelf, Pfal. li. 4. (2.) He difcovered to me 
the dreadful fountain of my original fin, Pfal. li. 
5. John iv. 29. (3.) He laid me under an af- 
flicting fenfe of the iniquities of my fathers, 
whom I never knew, Lev. xxvi. 40. (4.) He 
cut off- all the excufes I could devife in favour 
of my fins, Ezra ix. 7. Rom. iii. 19. (5.) He 
fliewed what dreadful puni/hment he might 
juftly infliCt upon me, for my fin, Lam. iii. 22. 
Pfal. li. 4. (6.) He made me, amidft much dread 
and fear, to acknowledge, that he would be righ- 
teous, let him punilh me as fearfully as he would, 
Exod. xxxiii. 5. Dan. ix. 7. (7.) He difcovered 
to me the fountain opened for fin and unclean- 
nefs, Jefus’ blood of atonement, which cleangeth 
from all fin in the fight of God, Zech. xiii. 1. 
-j John i. 7. and ii. 2. (8.) Hereon he drew my 
foul with trembling to apply it, and truft in it, 
Pfal. Ixv. 3. (9.) Having, by this look of mercy, 
drawn my eyes to look at him, my heart was bro- 
ken and melted, and made to mourn over my fin- 
fulnefsin the moft bitter and kindly manner, Zech. 
xii. 10. If. Hi- 15. Luke xxii. 62. (10.) While 
I feemed fliy of believing his kind declarations, 
he, by his word, created peace in my foul, and 
flied abroad his love in my heart, Job ix. 16. 
If. Ivii. 19. Rom. v. 5. (u.) Hereon I, with 
grief and fhame, remembered all my former ways, 
and lothed myfelf on account of them, Ezek. 
xvi. 62. 63. Jer. xxxi. 19. (12.) Hereby my 
fpirit was made tender, and I refolved to walk 
mournfully before him, in the bitternefs of my foul. 
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foul, If. xxxviii. 15. (13O Under the influence 
of this difcovered forgivenefs and peace, I was 
made watchful againlt returning to fo'ly, Pul. 
Ixxxv. 8 and li. 13. (14-) 1 was quickened to 
religious duty, Pfal. li. 13. (15-) I was difpofed 
to a kindly mourning over the fins of others, 
Pfal. cxix. 136. (>6.) My confcience being 
purged, I recovered a filial boldnefs of entering 
into the prefence of God, by the blood of Jefus 
Chrift, Heb. x. 19. 22. (17.) My heart was 
much weaned from all things elfe, and the Lord 
endeared to it, If. xxxviii. 15. 16. 19. 

In this exercife, I obferved, (1.) That the 
Lord fometimes carried on his work gradually, 
and fometimes eflfefted a great change in a mo- 
ment, 28am. xii. 7. 13. (2.) That the difcove- 
ries of fin or forgivenefs were fometimes very 
different in degree, and the faith and repentance 
attending them as different in refpeft of liveli- 
nefsofexercife, Judg. xxii. If. xxviii. 27. (3.) The 
continuance of God’s gracious difcoveries and 
influences was alfo very different at different 
times, Pfal. cvi. 7. (4 ) For my corre&ion, 
God fometimes let mi long feek peace before I 
obtained it: and at other times, to manifeft the 
fovereignty of his grace, he furprized me with it, 
immediately after I had finned, and gave me 
fuch a look, as filled me with the deepeft felf 
Jothing and deteflation; and the higheft wonder 
at the riches, freedom, and aftonifhing fovereignty 
of his grace, Luke xxii. 62, (5.) Not the mod 
alarming fins, but thefe wrhich are lefs difcern- 
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ible, lurking under the maflc of duties, have efpe*- > 
dally weakened my foul. 

By fuch exercifes, the Lord taught me, (i.) To ; 
walk with him, and let me know that I was not ; 
able to go, Hof. xi. 3. 4. (2.) The neceflity 
and reality of a very extenfive remedy for fin, 
Pfal. xxxii. 5. (3.) To underltand better, and 
fpeak more feelingly of thefe truths, to the edifica- 
tion and comfort of others, 2 Cor. i. 4. 1 John? 
i. 1.2. (4.) The nature, exercife, and effefts of 
faith, repentance, izTc. (5.) Hereby he beat down, 
felf very much, Deut. ix. (6.) He made me fee 
the bitternefs and exceeding finfulnefs of fin, ard 
the. hellifli ingratitude of my heart. (7,) He 
taught me the necefiity of coming daily to his 
throne of grace, for forgivenefs and help in 
time of need. (8.) That a view of forgivenefs 
alienates the heart more from fin, than twenty 
fights or taftes of hell could do, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 
3i- 

I had no fmall exercife of mind, with refped: 
to the guilt of my daily infirmities; fuch as, dead- 
nefs or wandering of heart in duty. (1.) The 
Lord’s remarkable manifeftation of hsmfelf, gave 
my inward lefts fuch a confounding ftroke, that 
prefumptuous fins kept themfeives hid far a time j 
but fins of daily infirmity foon manifefted, that 
fin ftiil continued to dwell in me. (2.) Through 
ignorance of the true condition of taints in this 
world, and of the gracious provifion made for ir, 
in a daily application to Jefus’ blood of atonement* 
and fountain opened, I was mightily difcouraged. 
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Jam. iii. 2. 1 John i. 8. Pfal. cxxx. 4. (3.) My 
foolifti expe&ation of freedom from fin being 
difappointed, Pfid. xxx. 6. I knew not what to 
do. My pride made me unwilling to be conti- 
nually craving new favours from God, who had 
been fo kind to me, If. vii. 13. Jer. ii. 31. (4.) The 
Lord daily difcovering more and more multitudes 
of my fins to my confcience, I, for a time, tried 
to humble myfelf, and beg pardon for them, 
one after another. But finding that my whole 
life would not be fufficient for this, I was obliged 
to go with them all on me at once, and plunge 
my whole felf, and all my thoughts, words, and 
deeds, into the fountain of Jefus’ atoning blood, 
which cleanfeth from all fin, Pfal. xix. 12. 13. 
Ezek.xiii. 1. 1 John 1.7. (5.) The divine light, in 
which that plenteous redemption with God was 
difcovered, continued always, though in far dif- 
ferent degrees, with me. I was light in the Lord, 
even while I walked in darknefs, Eph. v. 8. with 
If. 1. to. (6.) The ordinary view of this for- 
givenefs with God, Jed me to fuch daily applica- 
tions of the blood of Jefus Chrilt in prayer, as 
helped to keep my confcience quiet, with refpeft 
to daily infirmities ; and this, with the Lord’s 
keeping me back from prefitmptuous fins, mark- 
ed my uprightnefs, and my acceptance through 
the Beloved, in following the duties of my fiation, 
Rom. iii. 25. Pfal. xix. 12. 13. Thus, though 
my outgates were not fo difcernable ; yet I was 
kept from finking difcouragements, and had fome 
meafure of comfort through Chrift, 

On the whole, I found, (r.)That nothing lefs 
R r 3 than 

/ 



MEMOIRS of 
than the infinite power of God can fpeak peace 
to a conference throughly awakened, and really 
txercifed, If. Ivli. 19. Job xxxiv. 19. (2 ) That,., 
confidering the pride and unbelief of our hearts, 
and the greatnefs of our guilt, it is not eafy for 
a throughly convinced finnerto believe, that the 
forgivenefs, which is with God, can atifwer all 
his need; and to be willing to be daily beholden; 
to fuch grace and mercy; and the more we deal' 
with it, to prize it the more. {3.) Spiritual joy 
can only be retained, while we walk tenderly and 
circumfpeflly in the way of the Lord, Adis ix. 
31. 2 Cor. i. 12. (4.) That thankfulnefs to* 
the Lord for mercies we have received, even for 
prefervation from hell, is of great ufe to regain a 
fenfe ^f his love and comforts, Lam. hi. at. 22- 
Pfah Ixvii. 5,. 6. (5.) That the faith which cleaves 
to the Lord’s word, even when.it doth not find his 
fenfible and refrefhing prefence in it, is ftronger 
•than that which cleaves to it, under the influence 
of fenfible power and refreGiment, Job xiii. 15. 
And fo our Hate ought not to be judged of by 
eur frames- 

The above-mentioned difeoveries of God in 
Chrift, alfo broke Satan’s temptations to Atheifm f 
and throughly eftabiilhed my belief of the exift- 
erue of God. Almoft alfoon as I began to have any 
clofe coneern about religion, I was temp'ed to- 
doubt of this great and fundamental truth, on 
which the whole of religion depends. I foon 
found, that I had not any evidence fufficiently 
clear, ftrong, and convincing, with refped to 
a point of fo much importance, Exod. v. 2. My heart 

\ 
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heart being eftranged from God, and my head 
intent upon abflra£l fubtleties, and vain fpecula- 
tions ; Satan, in conjundlion with my atheifticat 
heart, urged home upon me, the objections againft 
the being of a God j and, triumphing over my 
weaknefs, challenged me to anfwer them, PfaJ. 
xlii. 3. 10. Judg. xix. 38. The natural imprtffiona 
of God on my confcience, and the notions I had 
learned in my education, rivetted and quickened 
by the common operations of the Spirit of God,, 
retrained me from yielding, Eph. vi. 16. Rom. 
i. 19. ae. But, notwithftanding all my refufals 
to give the objections a hearing, Rom. ix. 20. 
Pfal. xiv. 1. ; my refentment of them as horrid 
and abominable, Judg. vi. 31.; ray reafonings 
to the contrary. Rev. xii. 9. y my wilhing for 
fupernatural difcoveries of God, Job xxiii. 2. y 
my praying againft the temptations, or .flying 
from it to diverfion ; and Satan fometimes lea- 
ving me for a feafon, 1 got no real deliverance. 
Nay, he improved my reafonings, and my unan- 
fwered wifhes againft me, and urged me with the 
unrea£onablenefs of praying, till I was once fure 
there was a God to hear me. 

While this trial was lengthened out, the 
Lord gave many merciful checks to Satan, 
(r.) By clearly (hewingme the horrible tendency 
of fuch temptations ; to deftroy the foundations 
of all human happinefs •, make the bed of men 
miferable; and reprefcnt proud fools as the only ■wife men, and haters of God as the only happy 
men, Pfal. xi. 3. and Ixxiii. 15. Mai. iij. 
(2.) By (hewing me, what comfortable deliveran- 

ces 
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ces others had got, who had been fo tempted, 
Pfal. xxii. 4. 5. (3.) Making me difcern his 
gloiy in the works of creatiop and providence, 
Pfal. xix. 1. (4.) By fome difcoveries of his 
glory in his word, as in the anfwer of the three 
children to Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iii. 16. 17. 
(5.) By making me difeern that the devil was 
my tempter, who would not fight againft a mere 
fancy, 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. (6.) By fharp convictions, 
which made 'me feel the arrows of God flicking 
fad in me, and the poifon of them drinking up 
my fpirit, job vi. 4. 

At lad, the Lord granted me the above-men- 
tioned fatisfying difcovery of his exidence and 
glory, in the face of Jefus Chrid, by his word and 
Spirit, 2 Cor. iv. 6. Had he appeared to me in 
the manner I wilhed, he mud have appeared as an 
enemy, which could only have cad me into new 
trouble, Exod. xxxiii. 20. Jam. ii. ip. But, by 
his gofpel-manifedation of himfelf in Ohrid, in 
his own light, I had fuch manifold and fatisfying 
evidences of his existence, as neither Satan, nor my 
atheidical heart, could withdand, 1 John ii. 8. 
(1.) I, by faith, faw the glory of God fhining 
in his word fo clearly and efficacioufly, that 1 could 
not but be convinced, that it was true and 
heal, and infinitely more fo than any thing 
elfe. This fight gave me more confident, and 
God-becoming apprehenfions of his nature and 
attributes, than ever I had before, and fo {hook 
the foundation of many of my former fcruples a- 
bout them. (2.) My foul heard his peculiar voice 
fpeaking terror, peace, light, life, and comfort unto- 

\ 
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unto my heart, as he pleafed, Heb. xii. 19- Mark 
tv. 39. Pfal. xxix. 4. and xix. 7. 8. (3.) I 
felt his almighty power calling me down, and 
railing me up, and commanding llrength in my 
foul, Pfal. cii. 10. and Ixviii. 28. If. xxxv. 4. 
1 Cor. ii. 5. (4.) I was made to talle and fee 
that God is good j and that the foul that trulls 
in him is bleffed. I fat down under his fhadow 
v i- h great delight, and his fruits were fwtet to 
my talle, Pfal. xxxiv. 8. Song ii. 3. (5.) I was 
made to relilh a fweet fragrance in his word,, 
works, and ways, Song h 3. By thefe means 
all my objeclicns were diflblved and difappeared*. 
Heb. xi. 1. Pfal. xviii. 12. and xlviii. 4. 5. 6. I 
could now tell where my God is, If xxv. 9^ I 
had fuch clear views of the incomprehenfibility 
of his nature, as lilenced all objections a- 
gainft the conlillency of his perfedlions, Exod. 
xxxiii. 23. Job xi. 7. I had futh views of his 
fovereignty, and infinite wifdom, and equity, as 
filenced all obje£lions againlt his providential 
difpenfations, Job xxxiii. 13. Pfal. Ixxvii. 19. and 
xcvii. 2. And. now I f.tw the rational anfwers 
to fuch objections,, in the fupernatural light of 
God’s word and Spirit, Pfal. Ixxiii. 17. and xxxvii. 
13. Judg. v. 13. This light daily increafing, I 
was more and more confirmed by new difcoveries 
of God from his word, and enabled clearly to 
difcern the print of his hands On every creature 
around me. 

M* temptations to doubt of the divine authority 
of the fcriptures, were alfo fully repelled, by the a* 
bove-mentioned difcoveries. Sometimes my mind 

only 
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only hung in fufpence, and hovered in uncertain- 
ty, for want of evidence proportioned to the im- 
portance of this truth. At other times I was 
ftrangely harafled by violent temptations, multi- 
plied and fubtle obje&ions, which I read in 
books, heard from Infidels, or had fuggefted by 
Satan. This exercife was more perplexing than 
the former ; and the miftake was no lefs ruining 
to all fatisfying religion; the objedlions were 
more numerous and plaufible, and entertained by 
perfons of a better charafter; and the evidence 
of the truth lay further from the reach of an un- 
enlightened mind. 

By prayer and attendance on God’s ordinances, 
by reading of books, particularly the Fuljil'ing of 
the Scriptures, which brought menearelt the pro- 
per evidence, on which faith Ihould fix, and by 
pleading for the Divinity of the Scriptures againft 
their oppofers; thefe temptations were fometimes 
mercifully checked. But none of them laid a 
foundation for a divine faith, nor enlightened 
my darkened mind, to fee the evidence of God in 
his word ; nor could re&ify my heart, or convey 
into it a latisfying tafte and favour of the word 
of God. But, when the Lord gave the before- 
mentioned outgate by his word, conveying a 
fenfe of his authority in it, by a light and power 
that repelled temptations, revived, compofed, 
comforted, and ftrongly bore up my foul, which 
had been fearfully deprefled ; this made me not 
only give an aflent, but, with much pieafure, ac- 
quiefce in his word, as indeed the word of God, 

\ 
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God, and the word of life and joy to my heart, 
Jer. xv. 16. 

Under the influence of his Spirit, the fcrip- 
tures many ways manifefted their divine original. 
(k) By them I was convinced of fins which God 
only could know ; and in fo quick, powerful, and 
authoritative a manner, as God only could effett, 
1 Cor. xiv. 25. Eph. v. 13. Jer. xvii. 10. Pfal; 
xc. 8. Heb. iv. 12. Matth. vii. 29. John iv. 29. 
(2.) By them the wrath of God was revealed 
from Heaven, and fo dropped into, and fixed in 
my foul, as nothing lefs than almighty power could 
bring about, Rom. i. 18. Pfal. xxxviii. 2. Job vi. 
4. Pfal. xlv. 5. and cx. 2. (3.) By them was 
conveyed into my foul, the moft clear, fweet, and 
fatisfying difcovcries of his nature, perfedtions, 
purpofes, and will, relative to my falvation by 
Jefus Chrift, Rom. x. 8. 9. 2 Tim. i. 10. Tit. iii. 
4. Exod. xxxiv. 5. 6. 7. (4.) By them were 
conveyed into my foul all thofe converting, quick- 
ening, fupporting, reviving, compofing, and tranf- 
forming influences above mentioned, Pfa!. xix. 
7.—10. and cxix. 50. 93. and xx. 2. Adds xx. 32. 
If. Ivii. 15. 2 Cor. iii. 18. (5.) By them God 
let in glorious difcoveries of all the truths of re- 
ligion, Pfal. cxix. 18. Prov, xxii. 20. (6.) By 
them he alfo difcovered the craft, power, defigns, 
and addings of mine enemies ; his own fecret 
defigns in my trials, and other providential difpen- 
fations ; at which I had Humbled. (7.) All thefe 
things were, by the word, conveyed into my 
confidence and heart, with fuch infinite authority, 
as nothing could withftand. Whatever it faid 

with 
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With refpe£t to God, myfelf, or others, my con* 
fcience could not but (land to it. And all excu- 
fes, objections, or oppofnion, were fiienced and 
fubdued by a mere word. 

Hence, (iA I found an infinite difference 
between the word of God, and all pretended reve- 
lations, Jer. xxiii. 28. 29. (2.) I found his autho- 
rity often manifefted in thofe very paffages of 
fcriprure, at which I had particularly Rumbled, 
and was thus reproved for my ignorance and un- 
belief, in quarrelling with them ; and made cau- 
tious with refpeCl; to other paffages •, and to hope, 
and pray, that the Lord would clear them in due 
time, John xii. 16. with xvi. 18. 29. and ii. 22. 
.and xiii. 7. (3.) He often opened to me the fcrip- 
tures, which before I underRood not, fo as to 
make my heart burn within me, Luke xxiv. 32. 
(4.) He fatisfied me that I was not yet able to 
bear many things, which he would fliew me in 
their proper feaibn, Mark iv. 33. John xvi. 12. 
13. (5.) He ffiewed me his wifdom and good- 
nefs, in holding me Rill dependent on him for, 
and preffing after, new difcoveries of divine truths, 
Pfal. cxix. 18. Job xxxiv. 32. John xvi. 12. 13. 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. Pfal. i. 2. and xxv 9. 10. 12. 14. 
(6.) Even when I read the fcriptures, without 
experience of that remarkably powerful, warming, 
quickening, and fparkling light ; I found an habi- 
tual light implanted in my foul, by which I was 
enabled to difcern the glory of the Lord in them ; 
to difcern how agreeable all that I read was to 
the nature of God ; and to perceive in them dif- 
coveries of the actings of fin and grace, and a 

penetration 
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|>fnetration and exa£tnefs beyond the reach of 
any, befides the omnifcient and only wife God. 
By all which, my confcience was fecretly over- 
av.'ed, and made to regard them as God’s word, 
x Cor. ii. 15. John x-. 4. 5. 1 John ii. 27. 

Satan, finding that the Lord powerfully re- 
pelled his temptations of me to pride, laboured to 
drive me to a baltard humility ; and to perfuade 
me, that it was to no purpofe for me, who was 
fo weak, to feek fatisfa&ion relative to the being 
of God, divine authority of the fcriptures, or the 
like, when fo many learned men could never at- 
tain it, but were obliged to give up with them. 
But the Lord; by the foiementioned difcovery of 
himfelf, and afterwards, Ihew'ed me, (1.) That 
his great defign, in the method of falvation through 
Chrift, was to ftain the pride of all human glory, 
1 Cor. i. 26. 29. 31. (2.) That a vain ambi- 
tion to be wife above what God allowed was the 
fpring, and a principal part of man’s apoftacyfrom 
God, Gen. iii. 5. 6 Job. xv. 12. 1 Cor. i. 22. 
(3.) That therefore it was neceflary to God’s de- 
fign, and our falvation, that mans ambition in this 
matter ftiouldbe effeftuaily checked, If. xxix 14. 
(4.) That for this end, God, for many ages, fuf- 
fered all nations to walk in their own ways, to 
let them try what they could advantage them- 
felves by their own wiidom, A£ts xiv. 16. 1 Cor. 
i- 21. Rom. i. 21.—32. (5,) That, when the 
Lord intended to enlighten the world with true 
knowledge, he neither exhibited the Saviour in 
the form which learned men expeded, If. iiif. 
3. John vii. 47. nor made uft of fuch means, or 

S inftruments. 
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inflruments, for revealing and publifliing his 
mind, as they reliflied, i Cor. i. 17.—25 nor chofe 
fuch perfcns for his favourites, as men would 
have thought flood faireft for mercy, 1 Cor. i. 
26—29. (6.) That therefore it could not fail, but 
much diverfified oppofition fhould be made to 
the gofpel, efpecially by learned men -, while weak 
perfons, taught of God, have fatisfying difcoveries 
of its truth, Matth. xi. 25. (7.) That learned mens 
unfuccefsful inquiries into, and oppofition to the 

' truths of the gofpel, was a ftrong confirmation of 
them. 

I had occafional temptations with refpe£l to 
the Pelagian, Arminian, and Socinian pretence, 
that thofe dodtrines of the gofpel, which they op- 
pofe, are contrary to reafon. But the Lord fhewed 
me, (i .)That,eveninphilofophical matters, unan- 
fwerable obje&ions may be ftarted againfl the 
mod evident truths, and that it was reasonable 
to expedl frill more inextricable difficulties a- 
bout truths fupernaturally revealed : and that 
therefore, fuch difficulties ought to make me fuf- 
pe& my own ignorance, rather than the truths of 
God. (2.) By the above-mentioned difcovery of 
himfelf, he fixed me in the faith of his incompre- 
henfiblenefs -, and that his ways are not as our 
ways. (3.) By this I was brought to reft quiet- 
ly in (he determination of God himfelf in his 
word. If- viii. 20. and the multiplied teflimonies 
of God-s word, more than balanced all the eva- 
fions that men could invent. (4.) When I found 
that critical interpreters of particular texts ra- 
ther darkened than explained them, I found my 
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foul much fatisfied by a recourfe to the fcope and 
plain meaning, as it offered itfelf to my mind, 
while I was humbly depending on the Lord for 
light. (5 ) When, through the fubtle perverfion 
of fcripture tefl.imonies,by the adverfaries of truth, 
I could not for the prefeat find the ufe of them, 
I fixed my mind on the analogy of faith which 
had been difcovered to me ; reprefenting the na- 
ture of God as reverled in Chrift, and his great 
defign in the whole revelation which he hath 
made of himfelf, and the harmonious concurrence 
of all the doftrines of the gofpel to promote that de- 
fign. By this I perceived, that his end and the 
means were fo linked together, that one of thefe 
truths could not be overtuned without overturn- 
ing the reft. (6.) I found the Pelagian notions 
contrary to my own experience, and to that of 
the fearers of God with whom I converfed, as 
well as contrary to fcripture. (7.) I plainly obfer- 
ved the fcandalous difingenuity of Arminians and 
Socinians, in mifreprefenting the opinions they 
cppofed. (8.) When I ferioufly confidered the 
difficulties which they urged againft the truth, I 
often found their own notions plainly loaded 
with ftill more inextricable and important diffi- 
culties. (9.) When I was perplexed about the 
meaning of particular texts, God gave me a view 
of their meaning in his own light; and then temp- 
tations fpake not again. 

I have been much exercifed with temptations, 
which entangled me in flavifh fears of death. But 
by the above mentioned difcovery of himfelf to 
my foul, and otherwife, the Lord hath much de- 

^ 2 live red 
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livered me from them, (r.) The manifeftatlsn 
of his ■ mercy in Chrift freed me from the fpirit ■ 
of bondage, and endowed me with fome meafure 
of that liberty which attends the fpirit of adop- 
tion. (2.) By that difcovery, he much removed 
the grounds, of my fear of death ; viz, my want 
of evidence of the reality of eternal things, and 
my fin’s being the fting of death. (3.) The re- 
maining power and prevalence of fin within me 
made life undefirable and more fatisfying dif- 
coveries of the Lord made death appear definable. 
(4.) I was much relieved by the Lord’s promife, 
not to fufFer his people to be tempted above 
what they are able to bear, and to provide a way 
of efcape from temptation. (3.) My experience 
of the Lord’s carrying me honourably and fafdy 
through other dinicult trials, encouraged me to 
trull him with refpeft to future ones. (6.) I faw 
that it was not meet that God Ihould give us grace 
for bearing trials, before they come j but Ihould 
keep us conftantly dependent on. him for new 
fupplies, and fubmiffive with jefpe£l to the mea- 
fure and time of granting them. (7.) I was made 
to fee, that Gcd is a Gad of judgment,-znA that 
they are all blelTed who wait on him, in the faith of 
his promifes, If. xxx. 18. (8.) I often had fweet 
difcoveries of the beauty of God’s difpofal, in gi- 
ving us promifes to live on till the trials come ; 
and then giving us accomplifhments to live on. 
(9.) The experiences of the Lord’s faithfulnefs^ 
in fulfilling his promifes, whether in my own. 

cafe,. 
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Cafe, or in that of others, often helped to ftrength- 
en my faith. 

CHAR. II. 
Of his minijierial work, marriage, and death* 

DURING the fearful anjuifh of my foul, 
above-related, 1 had laid afide all thoughts 

of the miniftry. It was like he!l to tne, to think of 
preaching that to others which l did not believe my - 
felf. Bat the Lord, having difcovered himfelf to 
my foul, led me cm to it. (1.) My mother had 
folemnly devoted me to it, from my childhood. 
(2 ) The courfe of my education had pointed to- 
wards it. (3.) My diftrefsful exercife of foul 
had fruftrated my defign of following the ftudy 
of philofophy, and rendered it comparatively dif- 
tafteful to me. (4.) By the merciful iffue of my 
dark exercifes, he had removed the principal {fum- 
bling blocks out of my way. (5.) By the difco- 
very of his glory in the face of Chrift, he deeply 
engaged my heart to the knowledge of Chrift, and 
him crucified. (6.) He laid me under a deep 
fenfe of my obligation tofervehim, in any work he 
fhould call me to. (7.) Meanwhile he ftirred up 
the prefbytery of Kirkcaldy, and Meff. Forrefter 
and Shiels, to urge and encourage me to undergo 
tria/s for licence. (8.) While I continued to op- 
pofe their felicitations, he began to raife a ftorm 
againft me; and fhewed me, that I behoved to 
change my ftation. (9.) The Lord made my firft 
appearances in preaching of the gofpel ufeful, 
towards the awakening of fome and comforting 
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of others, which did not a little confirm and en« 
courage me. 

Before my ordination at Ceres, hlav 1700,, 
I, on fevera! occafions, fblemniy fearched and tried 
my ways, bewailed my finfulnefs, accepted of 
Jefus ChrifY, as made of God to me ivfdom, righ- 
teoufnefs, fanSiificati'jni and redemption ; and devo- 
ted myfdf to him as a Chriftian and minifter, de- 
pending on his grace and ftrength to bear me 
through all my work. I examined myfelf con- 
cerning my fbundnefs in the faith, and the fince- 
rity of my'pyrpofes, in undertaking the office andi 
work of the holy miniftry. 

Being entered into the miniftry, I prepared' 
my fermons with much ferious fecret prayer for 
the Lord’s affiftance and direction, and for a bleff- 
ing on the word to myfelf and my hearers. Af- 
ter my public work, I reinewed the frame of my 
own heart in it, and- efTayed thankfgiving or 
humiliation before the Lord, as I found caufe. 
‘The watching for fouls as one- that mud give an 
accounti \ytf:g heavy on my fpirit, I laboured by 
vifitation of families, by catchifing, and by per- 
fonal converfe before adminiftration of the Lord’s 
fupper, to acquaint myfelx with the fpiritual ftate. 
of my flock ; that I might deal with their confci- 
ences, and rightly divide unto them the word of 
truth. Of three or four hundred perfons, I found, 
not above forty whofe confciencas had not been*, 
one time ot other, awakened by the word of God, 
and not one of them by the miniftery of the ou- 

rates 
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rates. I faw, that it was very hard to judge of the 
competency of perfons knowledge, in order to 
admiilion to the facraments; and that knowing 
people, eflranged from the power of religion, 
are in the moft deplorable and hopelefs condition. 
My heart was filled with heavinefs and perplex- 
ity, on account of the abounding errors and pro- 
fanenefsof thetimes; andfaw, thatweare therefore 
called to mourning, to ferious endeavours to be 
thoroughly eftablifhed in the truths of religion, 
and to a flrining gofpel -walk, as a teftimony a- 
gainft the horrid profanenefs which abounds. 
One reafon, why the gofpel is fo unfuccefsfu! at 
this day, is becaufe the Jimplicity of preaching is 
neglefted. A due- application cf feripture is the 
bed preaching. Though God make ufe of the 
words of men for leading into the meaning of his 
own, yet it is the -very words of Jcripture by ■which he conveys his influences into the heart. 

With refpecl to fome particular cafes, I 
found, that fears of falling in a time of trial, are 
a part of that thoughtfulnefs for the future 
•which Chrilt forbids, Matth. vi. 34. They fup- 
pofe trials which may never happen ; and that 
men flrould have firength for trials before they 
come ; and that the promifes of God are not to 
be depended on; they contradift the plain de- 
clarations of God, in 2 Cor. xii. 9. 1 Cor. x. 
13. (2.) I found my doubts of eternity folved, 
by feeing that eternity is implied in every truth 
of religion; and that men would be made in vain, 
if they were not made for eternity, Pfal. Ixxxix. 
47* (3-) I found, that, in difficult fteps of the 

minifterial 
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minifterial work, it is very dangerous to depend 
much on the -ulvice or apprehenfions of the beft 
faints, as to fin or duty, in matters which be- 
long not to their ftation. It is fafer to defire the 
help of their prayers, that God, according to his 
promife, would dire£t us, than to encourage 
them to ftep out of their ftations to give us ad- 
vice. In confulting with others, we ought to re- 
gard them according to their different talents 
and circumftances. Minifters are often moft fha- 
ken about the truths of religion, and ptivateChri- 
ftians moft fhaken about their own fpiritual ftate. 
(4.) To find duty in doubtful cafes, we muft cry to 
God to remove every bias from our mind, take the 
way which appears beft, beg that God would 
flop us if we be wrong, and take his direttion to 
another courfe, if we can perceive it. We muft 
feek light foberly, ufe it tenderly, and be ca- 
tious in the application of it. 

In 1702, I was revived from a long deadnefs 
by converfe with lively Chriftians, Prov. xxvii. 
17.; by heavy chaftifements, Pfal. xciv. 12.;- 
by alarming providences refpe&ing the public, 
Jonah i. 6.; by reading the experiences of fome 
noted Chriftians, in which I law my own fins, 
and my fad Ihortcomings, Pfal. xxxii. 6 ; by dif. 
cove ties of the vanity of my prefent enjoyments, 
Hof. ii. 7- r by preaching on fubje&s chofen for 
others. 

In 1708, I framed the following queftions for 
trying myfelf. (1.) Are daily fins of infirmity fearched 
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fearched out, confidered, and mourned over? 
(2.) Is care taken, to exereife faith diftinflly, 
in order to the pardon of them ? (3.) Is peace ta- 
ken, when not powerfully fpoken by the Lord ? 
(4.) Doth the imprefiion of the neceflity and ex- 
cellency of Chrift’s blood decay ? (5.) Are the 
experiences of its efficacy as diftinct as ever ? 
(f».) Am I formal in God’s worfhip, fecret, private, 
or public? (7.) Do I take due care to edu- 
cate my family? (8.) Are afflictions obferved 
and duly impreven ? (9.) Am 1 duly concern- 
ed for my flock, and Angle and diligent in pray- 
er for them, viflting the fick ? tsY. (10.) Have I 
a due fympathy with affliCted faints and church- 
es ? (1 1.) Do I mourn over the fins of the time ? 
(12. Do I hear the voice of God’s rod, calling 
me to a deadnefs tq the world, to my deareft re- 
lations, and even to life itfelf, and to preparation 
for death, and fpintuality in duties ? 

As to my miniflerial work, I had many hea- 
vy challenges, efpecially with refpeCt to fervent 
end frequent -wre/Uing in fecret, for the fuccefs of 
the gofpel among my people j yet it was refreffi- 
ing to me, that I durft appeal to God, that 1 was 
concerned to know the truth ; that 1 durfl vent 
none of my own conceits, nor keep back what I 
thought might be profitable to their fouls ; and 
that I preached that, upon which I refolved to 
venture my own eternal falvation, and defircd to 
preach home to their confciences. 

When 1 found the propriety of my entering 
into a marriage-ft ate, 1 cried to, and waited on 

the 
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the Lord for diredlion, with much freedom and 
preparation ©f heart. And having fet apart fome 
time for folemn prayer, before I propofed it, and 
another day before it was folemized, on both 
occafions I largely examined myfelf, with regard 
to my fpiritual ftate and exercife. I found, 
(i.) That the Lord had given me an extenfive 
view of my a&ual fins, in their various circum- 
ftances; of my fpiritual plagues, felfifhnefs, pride, 
unbelief, and averfion from God ; of the fin of my 
nature as the root of all, together with their guilt 
and hatefulnefs ; and had made me lothe and ab- 
hor myfdf on account of them ; and that he had 
difeovered to me the vanity of ail thofe legal and 
felfifh methods, that 1 could devife to free myfelf 
from the guilt and power of fin. (2.) I found, 
that my foul was fully perfuaded of the infinite 
value of God’s favour, Pfal. xxx. 5. and Ixiii. 3.; 
and that it could only be obtained in Jefus 
Chrift, whom, out of mere love, he had been 
pleafed to fend into the world, as the mediator 
and Saviour of finful men. (3.) I found, that 
my foul was perfuaded, that Jefus Chrift is fuch 
a Saviour, as is infinitely well fuited to the grace, 
mercy, love, wifdom, holinefs, righteoufnefs, 
and power of God, and to the needs and defires 
of finful men, Heb. vii. 25.} and of my need 
of him in all his offices; and that my heart did 
defire, receive, and reft on him alone, for all my 
falvation in time and eternity. (4.) I found, that 
notwithilanding all my frequent breaches of it, 
I highly efteemed the law of God, as altogether 
holy, juft, and good-, and that I defired univerfal 
conformity to it in heart and life, as it is delight- 
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fully exemplified in Jefus Chrift ; and defired to 
hate every falfe vjayt and to be free from every 
fin. 

I was much concerned in early devoting of 
my children to God, even before they were born ; 
and had a molt earned and pleafant exercife, in 
wredling with God for the eternal falvation of 

l two of them, who died. When I was called to 
be profefibr of divinity in St. Andrews, I was 
much concerned to know the mind of the Lord 
in this matter. And he, by many concurring, 
circumfiances, cleared my way with refpett to 
that point. 

He had fcarce continued twro years and five 
months in that Ration, when it pleafed the Lord 
to remove him, by a lingering and painful death. 
Part of his dying words were as follow : “ My 
evidences are much clouded indeed. I have been 
thinking on all the terrible things of God, and 
all that is difficult to a faint. All my enemies 
have been round about me. I have had a great 
conflift, and faith like to fail. O that I may be 
kept now, in this lad trial, from being an offence 
to the people of God ! O what a terrible conflict 
1 had yederday! But now I have fought the 
good fight. I have kept-the faith. In the mount, 
the Lord was feen. Praife, praife, is comely 
for the upright. Shortly, fhall I get another fight 
of God than ever I had, and be more meet to 
praife him than ever. O the thoughts of an in- 
carnate God r.re fwcet and ravifhing ! He came 
to me in the third watch of the night, walking 
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upon the waters, and faid to me, lam Alpha anJ 
Omega y the beginning and the end $ 1 rvas dead, and 
am alive, and behold I live for evermore ; and have 
the keys of hell and of death. He flilled the temp- 
eft. O there is a fweet calm in my foul! 1 will 
get my reft ere it be long. I have no more to do 
with my time, than to fpend it thriftily for the 
glory of God. I will fee my Redeemer ftand on 
the earth at the laft day ; but I hope to fee him, 
the Lamb in the midft of the throne, before that. 
O beautiful company! the fpirits of jult men made 
perfecl, and Jefus, the Mediator of the new covenant. 
O for grace, grace, to be patient to the end ! I 
get fleep, food, and drink, from him. I will get 
himfelf. My flelh and my heart fail; but God 
is the ftrength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. Truly light is fweet, and a pleafant thing 
it is to behold the Sun of righteoufnefs ! O brave 
light, where the Lamb is the light of that temple. 
The little acquaintance I have had with God, 
within thefe two days, hath been better than 
ten thoufand times all the pains I have, all my 
life, been at about religion. 

St ANDREWshath finned againft as clear gof- 
pel-light as ever fhone in Britain. When 1 was 
at the college, how much of God was in the preached gofpel ? I had my partin the mifimprove- 
ment of it ; but 1 have found the fweetnefs of 
it fince. It has fallen on me like {bowers on the 
mown grafs Verily there is a reality in religion. 
What had I been, if the grace of Ged had not 
been revealed in the gofptl ? He hath brought 
life and immortality to light. O fober, fober re- ligion 
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l%ion is neceffary ! I was often ftealing from the 
Lord: but, blefied be his name, he made me lay 
it down again with fhame, and cry, Not /, but the 
grace of God that was with me. I was alway a- 
fraid in public, on that account. Rutherford’s 
Letters I recommend to you all. There is more 
praftical religion in that letter, (79. to John 
Mein), than in a book of large volumes. 

I am lying Waiting for thfe falvation of Gdd. 
The caufe of Chrift, which is down, will rife 
again ; I will venture my foul on it. Say to Zion, 
Thy Godreigneth. Kings, and civil rulers, who 
build their ftate on the ruins of Zion, lhall, to- 
gether with their buildings, be ruined and pe- 
rilh, and their memorial with them. I fear a 
general overflowing-Confumption will run over 
this, and all the reformed churches. The Lord 
help me to honour him. I defire no more but 
to honour him, here and hefeafter. O that I 
had the tongues of men and angels to praife 
him ! I hope, in a little, to get will to anfwer 
duty, and Ikill and ability to anfwer my will. 
Whereon Ihould a man fpend his laft breath, but 
in commending the Lord Jefus Chrift, God in 
•ur nature, dying for our fins. The work of 
the miniftry was my deliberate choice ; and were 
my days to be lengthened, and ever fo trouble- 
fome, I would rather be a contemned minifter, 
than the greateft prince on eaith. I preached 
the gofpel of Chrift with pleafure, and I loved 
it •, for my own foul’s falvation was upon it: 
and fince I lay down (on this death-bed) I have 
not changed my thoughts about it. Though, in 

T all 
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all things, I own myfelf to have finned exceed- 
ingly ; yet I have peace, that I aimed, with con- 
cern, at leading my hearers to the Lord Jefus, 
the only foundation. I die, rejoicing in the faith 
and profeflion of what I often preached to them, 
under a low (late of body. That gofpel, which 
I recommended, if it be not received, will be a 
witnefs againft them. 

It is rare to die as a Chriftian. Mofl men 
think there is no more ado, but to laydown their 
heads and die. This is even as one would cover 
his face, and leap over a rock into the fea. I 
may cry, Shame on me, and woes me, that I began 
notfooner, and ran not fafler. The Lord’s way is 
as fiber tried. We fhould never, in matters of 
eternal moment, choofe a way that we will re- 
pent of. Follow the example of Jefus Chrift, 
and be converfant with his word, and cry for 
his Spirit to quicken it; and then you will be 
with it, as a child that cannot live without the 
breafts. The fcriptures are contemned by men ; 
but they are able to make you wife unto falva- 
tion. All the books of the world could not have 
been of fuch ufe to me, as they have been Cnee 
yefterday. I have weakly endeavoured to join 
with them that are on God’s fide. Now it is 
come to a pufh, and I have peace. I always 
wifhed to have God for my God, and the heri- 
tage of his chofen. 

I perceive the growing weaknefs of mine 
eyes *, I hope foon to get them wafh^l, and made 
like doves eyes ; and then farewel fin, farewel, forrow. 
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fbrrow. If he Quit thefe eyes, he will open eyes 
bo more to behold vanity : but I (hall behold 
him in rightenoufefs ; and, when I awake, I {hall 
be fatisfied with his likenefs. I defire of the 
Lord, that he would be tender to one that loves 
his appearance ; and, that, as he hath dealt won- 
derfully and condefcendingly with me, he may 
deal tenderly to the end, in loofing the pins o£ 
my tabernacle ; and that I may be helped to ho- 
nour him, by a compofed refignation into his 
hand. O religion, and the glory of it, in this 
degenerate age, have been much on my heart ! 
I was willing, through his grace, to have borne 
reproach : and he hath faid, Them that honour me% 1 ■will honour. I know not how it happens, that, 
one who hath met with fo much of God Ihould 
be fo unthankful, as in the leaft to doubt him 
about the reft. O W'hat an evil heart of unbelief, 
?tiffed unbelief, and curfed felf, have I! O how 
hath God honoured me. Ah, that I ftiould yet 
have fuch an enemy to him in my bofom, as an 
evil heart! 

After caufing the firft, fourth, and fifth 
chapteis of thefirji epiftk to the Thejfaloniatu to be 
read, he faid, 1 have no need of reft, but to put 
me in cafe to finilh my courfe with joy. Lo ! what 
the power of Chrift’s death, and the efficacy of 
his refurreftion, are ! I find them explained in 
their effe&s. 1 find the advantage of One at the 
right hand cf God, who is able to fave to the utter- 
tnojl. . O it is a great matter to believe ! We have 
ftrong grounds of faith ; but W'e have evil hearts 
yf. unbelief. To have my foul entirely fubmiffive 

T 2 to 
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to God is my fincere defire. I will get that 
fliortly. Then I will never more have a reluct- 
ant or eftranged thought from God. Naw it datb 
pot yet appear iuhot vee Jball be j lut ’when he 
Jhall appear, we Jball be like him: for we /ball fee 
him at he is. That is the light I long for* He 
will but fhut mine eyes, and open them in glory. 

• I am not faint. I am refrefhed with fpiced wine. 
O there is a fweet calm in my foul ! my defires, 
are towards him, and the remembrance of his 
name. Why fnould not I remember him, who 
remembered me in my low eftate ? He paffed 
by, and faid unto me, Live. He commands, he 
giveth reft. 

After reading of 2 Cor. f. r.—10. He 
faid, Now, there it is all. God hath delivered me, 
and filled me with peace, when I was under that 
heavy damp ; and I hope that he wiil deliver 
fiom that which I feared in death, and that the 
,God of peace will brui/e Satan under my feet 
ftiortly ; and I will get victory over the cunning 
world, and the deceitful heart. O many a weary 
day I have had with my unbelief! If! had had faith 
anfwcrable to the convictions I had on my foul, 
that my happinefs lay not in things feen and tem- 
poral, but in things unfeenand eternal ; if I had 
had faith’s abiding impreflions, realizing thefe 
things, l would not haveknownhoW to abide out of 
heaven a moment. I defire to die preaching the 
gofpel. I will be a witnefs againft the profeffors 
that come about me, if they, follow not the Lord. 
The people I am going to, fleep not day nor night 
but cry, Holyx Holy is the Lard Cad of hofls. 1 h^y 
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that wait on the Lord, fhall mount up as with 
eagles wings. Ah poor blacked I, that think fhame 
to come in among that fair company ! Bleffings to 
his name for compofure. 1 cannot get my heart in- 
to a fight tune, as I would havej but within a 
little I will get it fo. I have fleeped none. I had 
much work, but pleafant. I am longing for the 
falvation of God, and haftening to it. Here is a 
body going to clay, and a foul going to heaven. 
Should I lie here altogether ufclefs ? (hould not I 
fpend the laft bit of my ftrength to fhew forth his 
glory ? Behold a lame man leaping and rejoicing. 
His word is a good word. And, O he hath 
been condefcending ; aftonifliingly condefcend- 
ing ! why are his chariot’s wheels fo long a-co- 
ming? When {hall I be admitted to behold the 
glory of the higher houfe j and, inftead of that 
cloudy light of a'created fun, to fee that clear 
and perfect glory, and the Lamb in the midft of 
the throne ? 

I am upon a piece of trying work. I have 
been taking farewel of wife and children. I 
have been giving them up to God* from whom I 
received them. I am upon the wing to eternity. 
But glory to God, 1 know ki whom I have belie- 
ved. O I love to hear the gofpel! I love to 
preach it. It is a joyful found. The gofpel 
preached, beingChrift’sordinance, is themmidra- 
tion of the Spirit. What {hall we fay of Chrift ? 
He is altogether lovely ! Religion is a myltery. I 
was looking through the promifes this night; and 
was aftonilhed, when Ifaw the fweet accomplilh- 
mentof them. I am ho.w almoftout of the hands 
of my fpiritual enemies: but I am afraid to fpealc, 

T 3 left 
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left that curfcft enemy felf lie at the door to catch j 
for when I have had the greateft -advantages a- 
gainft them, I felt corruption ftirring, and ftrongty 
inclining me to rob my Lord of his glory. 1 am 
loofed from my enjoyments,, my deareft wife and 
children I have given up with them, and put 
them in the Lord’s hand. Q when wilt thou 
come, Lord Jefus ! 

These fourteen or fifteen years I have Been 
-ftudying the promifes : but I have feen. more of 
the book of God this laft night, than in all that 
time. 1 know, a great deal, from a dying man, 
(will go for canting and raving. But I blefs God, 
I have been capable to refle£li with compofure on 
his dealing with me. I am fober and compofed^ 
if ever I was fober. The operations and influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, in religion, are now 

. maligned : but if we taJte them away, I know 
not what is left in religion. Am not I a man 
•wonderfully upheld by God, under affliction and 
death ! The death of the faints is madeadiver- 
£on in our day : but if they laugh at me, lean 
laugh at themj and I have far better reafon. I 
■will rejoice in my God, and joy in the God of ray 
falvaticwi, though the fig-tree (hould not bloflbm, 
und there fliould be no fruit in the vine, and the 
labour of the olive fhould fail. I am provided. 
God is a good, portion. I want death to com- 
plete my happinefs. Being laid here, I mult 
fpeak : it is the laft fervice which the Lord Jeliis 
calls for at my hand. And I owe him fo much, 
that I cannot but commend him. I muft proclaim 
Vim the belt Mafler that ever I faw. I cannot he- 

ftow 
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Row my flrength better. 1 am like to be overwhelm- 
ed, when I think on what I am to be, and 
what I am to fee ! When (hall the day break and 
the fliadows flee away ? •/urn, my beloved, and be 
thou like a roe or a young hart up n the mountains 
of Bether. lam longing to be d:Jfolvcd, and to bf 
’with Chrijl, which is Jar better. 

It was thedelight of my foul to preach the go- 
fpel, and to contribute to the faving of a fouh I 
defired to decreafe that the Bridegroom might in- 
creafe; and to be nothing, that he might be all. 
I have got no length ; I would fain have gone 
Inuch further. Much Jludy, much prayer, tempta- 
tions, and outgates from them, are ufeful helps. I 
was fond enough of books •, but -what the Lord let 
me Jee of my evil heart, and what was necejfary 
againf it, was more ufeful to me, in the courfe 
of my miniftry, than all my books. But this is 
the bell pulpit that I ever was in- I am now laid 
on this bed, that I may commend my Lord. He 
commended himfelf firft to me. I am haftening 
to the coming of the day of God, waiting for 
the falvation of God. I have reafon to defire 
the help of all to praife him. Blefs the Lord, 
O my foul, and all that is within me, magnify 
his holy name. I have pain with this flux, but 
1 have no complaint. I will foon get my wine 

. frefh and new in his kingdom of glory. I dare 
fcarcely allow my thoughts to run dire&ly upon 
it, left I Ihould be overwhelmed, keeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. .It 
is but a little, and I will get God himfelf. I have 
found his love ftied abroad in my foul. Who 
is like him ? 0 what he hath allowed me this 

night! 
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night ! I know now the meaning of, /fi ivhat ye 
'will in my name, and ye Jhall receive it. Stay me 
with flagons, comfort me with apples ; for I am 
fick of love. I am come to Jefus, the Mediator 
of the new covenant. What (hall I render to 
the Lord ? he hath done wonderful things for 
me ! 1 long to launch out in his praife. It is an 
ocean. 

I am flying, old, and fatisfied with days. The 
child is dying an hundred years old. 1 am fully 
ripe, I have ripened fall : but O I have been un- 
der a bright Sun of righteoufnefs fliining on me ? 
and I have had brave {bowers. I can^ay no more 
to commend the Lord ; not for want of matter, 
but for want of words wdierewith to exprefs it. 
Many a time a vain heart hath run away, and 
carried me down the dream ; yet the habitual 
determinate defires of my foul, fince that day in 
which God fird revealed his Son in me, have run 
out after him, and the rememberance of his name : 
and now, I find, he meets them that rejoice and 
work righteoufnefs. O what of God I fee. The 
beginning and the end of religion are wonder- 
fully fweet. His dealing with me hath been very 
uncommon. He maketh the weak drong. Glo- 
ry to him for borrowed perfection. O the 
fweetnefs of a Creator to a creature ! Here am I 
now, a weak man, wrefliing with the king of ter- 
rors, rejoicing in the hopes of the glory which 
{hall be revealed, by the death and refurreCtion 
of a defpifed Chrid. 

Come, Lord Jefus; fweet Lord Jefus ; I have 
waited 



Mr THO. HALYBURTON. 225 
waited for thy falvation more than they that 
watch for the morning. He is trying my pa- 
tience. I am like to faint with delays. Alas ! 
I am like to be fliipwrecked into health again. I 
defire to be patient under his hand : but he muft 
open my heart to glorify him. I am glad to be 
gone, not that I am wearied. He hath not al- 
lowed a fretting thought to vex me. My great de- 
fire, for many years, has been to fuffer for the 
truth of our religion : and now God bath given 
me the greateft honour, to be a living witnefs to it, 
and a monument of it. I will be in heaven 
fhortly, by the word of my teftimony, and by the 
blood of the Lamb. All is of grace. He hath 
chofen me, called me, juflified me, and fanftified 
me by his grace. He gives grace and glory. O 
what am I, that he hath brought me hitherto ! 
I blefs his name 1 am much compofed, and have 
folid clear manifeftations of God, and the things 
of God. My body complains of pain, but I com- 
plain of none. 1 was never more myfelf, all my 
life, than in this ficknefs. I was never more 
indebted to grace. O curfed felf ! I would have 
been over-eafily away, without all this fcouringof 
my flux ; and yet I am fcouring away to heaven* 
the Lord will have me purged from all my drofs* 
and as gold purified feven times, before I g» 
hence. I will get clean garments, wafhed and 
made white in the blood of the Lamb: yet not 
unto us, not unto us be the glory. Here is the 
mark of a true Chriftian, to Itrike at the bearing 
down of felf, in all i:s mod fubtle actings. I 
am full of fores, but all my bones fhall praife 
him. In heaven we Hull have a more gloriotjs 

and 
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and abiding fight of Chrift than on the mount of 
transfiguration. We fhali behold his glory, we 
{hall be made like him ; for we (hall fee him 
as he is. Lo this is our God, and we have wait- 
ed for him ! I am full of matter; I know not 
where to begin or end. The Spirit of the Lord 
hath been mighty with me. O the book of God 
is a ftrange book. It is written ■within^ind witb- 
tut. I never ftudied it half enough. But now 
God hath given me much of it together. Never 
was I more uneafy ir\ my life, and yet never 
more eafy ! All my bones are like to break *, they 
flick through my ikin, my hand is a burden, my 
mouth is a burden, fsV. and yet all eafy Not 
unto, us, not unto us be the glory. O who 

■would not lie in this affbTed condition till they 
be all waflied away ! 1 have no fores. He hath' 
bound up all my wounds. I am more than a 
conqueror Not i, but the grace of God in me. 
By the grace of Cod, lam what I am. The God 
of peace hath bruited Satan under my feet. I 
could not have believed, that 1 could have borne, 
cheerfully borne, this rod fo long. This is a 
miracle, pain without pain. And yet, all this that 
1 enjoy would not make me ftand, without new 
fupply from God. That which I rejoice in is, 
that God is altogether full: and that, in the Medi- 
ator Chfilt Jefus, there is all the fulnefs of the 
Godhead; and it will never run out. 

Shall I forget Zion ? Nay, let my right hand 
forget her cunning, if I prefer not jerufalem to 
my chiefeft joy. O to have God returning to 
this church, and his work going on in the world. 
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If every drop of my blood, every bit of my body, 
every hair of my head, were all men, they (hould 
all go to the fire to promote this. This is an evil 
time. This evil time hath helped on all this af- 
fliction. The dark profpeft hath opprefled my 
fp: it. But, perhaps, I took more care than I 
fliould have done. We truft God too little. I feer 
a generation, which hath loft any thing of the 
power of religion, which they once feemed to 
have, haftening fall to an utter rejection of the 
purity of gofpel-ordinances, and llrongly inclined 
tofubftitute,in their room, a dead carcafe of forms, 
ceremonies, and fuperftitions. When people 
want the power and fpirituality of religion, they 
muft have fomething to pleafa their carnal heart, 
which is likely to iflue in the lofs of all religion. 
I dread, mightily, that a mere rational fort of re- 
ligion is coming in among us; a religion that 
confifts in a bare attendance on outward duties 
and ordinances, without the power of godlinefs : 
and thence people (hall fall into a way of ferving 
God which is mere Deifm, having no relation to 
Jefus Chrift, and the Spirit of God. I have had 
much tofling about the poor church of Scotland. 
O what will come of it, and of the town of St An- 
drews ? I am very apprehenfive, God is about 
to winnow all the reformed churches, and give 
them a terrible fhake. 

I have a heart burning with love to God; 
and I have a carnal heart too : but 1 long to be 
away, to get a deliverance. The Lord help me 
to wait for that confolation that is in Chrift, that 
v/ili fill me with admiration to all eternity ! I have 

already 
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already the pleafant, peaceable fruits of righ- 
teoufnefs, and fweet compofure. I had what was 
worfe than a thoufand deaths; and he held me 
by the hand. I rejoice in this, that God hath ho- 
noured a finful worm to be fuch a demonflration 
of his grace •, and that there is a reality in reli- 
gion. I am nothing, left thin nothing, a vile Tin- 
ner ; but mercy doth all : and 1 am lying his 
debtor, and not able to pay a mite of it. In 
the violence of my trouble, he kept me from da- 
ting to entertain a hard thought of him. I fee 
now what corruption is, even while under the 
jr'rrwF of God and his goodnefs. I have been 
kept under a continual fear of my evil heart; the 
worft enemies I have, felf, with its fair (hews and 
fecret infinuations, and unbelief, ftruggling hard 
againft me. It is a mercy he gives me leave, when 
I am able to fpeak, to preach and commend 
Chrift. I am going to the land where there is a 
calm. Within a little, I will be in Jefus’ bofom ; 
and I am fure of goodnefs and mercy, in great 
ftore, to follow me. O he is good to a poor worm, 
the chief of finners ! How fweet hath even this 
bed been, though fin remain, and my trouble be 
great. My bones are rending my Ikin, and yet all 
my bones are praifing him. O death, where is thy 
fting ? O grave, where is thy vidory ? There is 
no curfe of a broken law here. I am polling to 
eternity, to heaven. I am dying in a way, which 
may confirm that Cod is good. I am near heaven. 
Glory to God in the highelt, that there is peace 
on earth, and good will towards men. Life and 
immortality are brought to light. Help me to 
put a crown on the Mediator’s head, on Grace’s head. 
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tiead. It will be our glory to eternity, to run deep- 
er and deeper in bis debt. Glory to God, that 
fuch a vile Worm, the chief of ftnnersy is fingled out 
to be a monument of his grace, and trumpeter of 
•his praife ! Who is a God like unto thee, forgi- 
ving iniquity, tranfgreffion, and fin 1 If there be- 
fuch glory in his condudi about me now, what 
will be in that, to fee the Lamb in the rnidft of 
the throne; to fee the Lamb that was flain, in 
the midft of the throne ? This is no raving of a 
Gck man. I blefs God, I never had my judgment 
more diftindf all my days ;—*an evidence of the 
reality of religion. Every mefienger of death is 
pleafant to me. I am only detained here, that 
I may trumpet forth his praife a little longer. 
It will not be all my fore bones that will make 
me weary of preaching his gofpel. Strange, I can- 
not fay that there is the leaft decay of judgment 
or memory ! O fuch vigorous adfings of my fpirit 
toward God, and things which art not feen ! Nat 
7, but the grace of God in me. 1 am near the crown 
I'have been wreftling for fo long. Free grace ! 
free grace ! Not unto me, not unto me be the 
glory ! 

Amidst tbefe, and many other like expref- 
fions, he intermingled the moft earneft and affec- 
tionate exhortations and encouragements,—to his 
wife, to trull in the Lord her God, and to bring up 
.their children for God j—to his children, to know, 
fear, and follow the God of their fathers;—to pby- 
ficians and friends, to ftudy the inward reality and 
livelinefsof revealed religion ;~to the ftudents of di- 
vinity, to lludy an experimental knowledge of the 

U my fiery 
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myflery of God, and of Chrift, and that the word 
of Chrift might dwell in them richly ; to be- 
ware of curiofities and novelties in religiori, and of 
an afluming boldnefs in the matters of God; to 
choofe Chrift, cleave to him, fcrve him, and live 
an communion with him :—and to his brethren in 
the miniftry, to be ferious, diligent, faithful, and 
harmonious, in the work of the Lord ;—in order 
that he might be glorified, and precious fouls fa- 
red through him. When he could fpeak no more, 
he clapped his hands;—and died triumphing in 
Chrift. 
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Fourthly, Memoirs of the Reverend Mr 
Ovven' Stockton, late Minifler of 
the Gofpel at Colchefter. 

BEING born of godly parents, in the county 
of Suflex, 1630, the Lord early qualified 

him with academical knowledge, and experiment- 
al acquaintance with the power of religion. He 
efpecially addifted himfelf to the ftudy of the 
holy fcriptures. His converfation was in heaven, 
his communion with God, his delight in the 
faints, his bufinefs religion, his zeal for holinefs, 
his principal aim the glorifying of God, and the 
falvation of his own and others fouls. Part of 
his own account of himfelf is as follows : 

Having been foiled by the lulls of my own 
heart feveral times, I confidered how to get rid 
of them. The Lord directed me to three lever?.! 

U i means. 
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means, ( i .) To be more frequent in meditating 

andapplying the pconoifes •, as, by thzpreckus 
promifes given to us, rue efcape the corruption that 
is in the world through lujl, 2 Pet. i. 4. (2 ) To 
be daily applying the Lord Jefus Chrift to my 
foul, as an help againft chambering and wanton- 
nefs, ftrife and envying, Rom. xiii. 13. 14. 
(3-) To walk in the Spirit, that I might not fulfil the lulls of the flefh, Gal. v. 16. I therefore chofe 
out fome promifes to be thought on, applied, and 
pled by. me everyday. For fupply of all the wants 
of the day, Phil. 4. 194—for growth in grace*. 
Hof. xiv. 5. for fubdujng my fins, Mie. vii. 19. 
Rom. vi. 14.;—for fuccefs in my undertakings* 
T?fal. i. 3.;—for turning all the events of the 
day for good to me, Rom. vifi. 28.;—for the con- 
verfion and fanclification of my children, If. xliv. 
3. 4. 5.;—for my wife, fervants* and others in 
my family, that they may be profited by me, 
turn to God, and grow in grace, Hof. xiv. 7.for 
fan&ifying of my afai&ions, K xxvii. 9. Zech. 
xiii. 9.;—for hearing of my prayers, Mic. vii. 7. 
John xiv. 13.14-—for grace and (Length, to ma- 
nage all the works of the day to the glory of 
God, Zech. x. 12. ;■—for prote&ion from dangers, 
Gen. xv. x.;—for giving me eternal life, in cafe 
death (hould befal me to day, Luke xii. 32. 
John hi. 16.for counfei and dire£Hon in all 
unexpected-and difficult cafes, If. Iviii. ti. Pfal, 
xxxii. 8.4 or when I armcompofing fermons, Deut. 
xxviii 84 or when Igoto preach, Matth. xxviii. 
19 20. y o for fuceefs in my preaching, If. Ivi. 8. 
and Ixv. 23. (2.) Whenever l felt my iiward, 
eorruptions- ftir.ring, I, efi.iyed by faith to look to 
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jefus, the author and Jinifber cf my faith ; who, 
ftr the joy fet before him, endured the crofs, and 
is now fit down at the right hand of God, Heb. xii. 
1. 2. ; and whom God hath fint to biefi us, in turn- 
ing us every one from bis iniquities ? i. e. the roots,* 
and habits of fin,* AOs iii. 26. , (3.) Irrorder to* 
walk in the'Spirit, I refolvcd to reduce all my aO-r 
ings to fome word of God, and to have mine eye up- 
on it in entering on them j as, on Matth. xxv. 36,* 
or Jam. i. 27. when I go to vilit the affli£led ;—• 
on Gal. vi. 10. Heb. xiii. 16. If. Iviii. no. Eccl. xi. 
1. or Prov. xix. 17. ;—when an object of charrty 
is prefented to me •,—on Dent. xv. 7. 8. 10. when 
a poor man comes to borrow from me ;—on Gal. 
v. 13. Phil. ii. 4. tvhenT am to write letters, or 
do any thing for others;—on 1 Pet. iii. 8. when 
to vifit, or do any thing elfe out of courtefy; —on 
Deut vi. 7. Gen. xviii. 19. John xxi. 15. Prov. 
xxii. 6. when I am to inftruft my family, or 
catechife youth-;—on If. xxxii. 20. when to ex- 
ercife abroad,, among poor or rich ;—on Lev. xix. 
17. when to adminifter a reproof;—on Mai. 
iii. 17. when to confer about fpiritual things. 

Bej;ng under the Lord’s affli£ljng hand, I fet 
apart a day, to humble my foul with falling and 
prayer. As I was meditating how I Ihouid im- 
prove thefo corrections, 1 faw, that one principal 
end of them was, that God might make me a j>ar- 
taker of hir holinefs, Heb. xii. to. If. xxvii. 9. by 
which I faw he would be glorified, If. lx. 21. 
And fince boiirufs lieth in conformity to God 
Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. I- refolved to endeavour 
to imitate Him in mercifulnefs, Luke vi. 36.; in 

^ 3 forgiving; 
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forgiving injuries, Epli. rv. 31.;—fn doing goo<#„ 
Pfal. cxix. 68. j—in juftiee, Dent, xxxii.. 4. ;—in 
love, t John iv. 16 j—in humility, Pfal. ox5i. 5^ 
6 ; — in long fuffcring, Exod, xxxiv. 6> 'T—in not. 
retaining anger, Pfal. xxx. 5.;—in uprightnefs, If. 
xxvi 7. j—in kindnefs, Luke xi. 33. ^—and Lrt 
helping the fatherlefs, widow, and ftranger, Pfal. 
x. 14. and cxlvk 9. And in order to render me 
thus like him in hoBf.efs, I refolved often to medi- 
tate on his,glorious attributes, as revealed in the 
gofpel, 2 Cor. hi. 18.;—to apply his promifes, 2 Pet. 
i. 4. and to walk with him, Afts iv. 131 witlt 
Prov. xxii. 24. 25.;. And as holinefs lies in a con- 
formity of life to the will of God, revealed in his- 
■word*, I refoived to fet feveral feriptures habitu- 
ally before me, as my rvle \ that I might through 
grace walk after them-, though I could- not walk 
up to t^em : As, for regulating my thoughts, Jer, 
iv. 14. If. Iv. 7. Mai, hi. 16. Pfal. civ. 34. PhiL 
iv. 8. Prov. xxiii. 26. Deut. xv. 9. Eccl. x. 2e. 
Prov. xxiv. 9. Matth. ix. 4. Zech. viii. 17 ;—for 
regulating my afft&ions, Col. iii. 2. 5. Gal., v. 
04. Particularly, my delight, Pfal. h 2. and 
xxxvii. 5. ; my joy, Phil. iv. 4. Pfal. xliii. 4; 
my deiire. If. xxvi. 8. 9.my forrow, Ezek. vii. 
16 ; my love, Matth. xxii. 37, 39, Pfah cxix 97.; 
my hatred, Pfal. xcvii. 10; my fear, Luke xii. 
4. 5. j my hope, Pfal. xxxix. 7. ; my truft, Pfal. 
Ixii. 8. If. x-xvi. 4, for regulating my fpeech,. 
Eph. m 29^ Col. iv. 6. Deut. vi. 6. 7. Pfal cxix. 
46. and Ixxi. 8. 24. Prov. xxxi. 26. j—and for re- 
gulating my works, Tit. iii. 8. 14. and ii: 7. 14. 
t^Tim. U, 12. l Tim. v. to. and vi. 13. Rev. iiu 2* 
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2. Rom. xiii. 12. A£ts xxvi. 20. Matth v. 47. and 
v. 16. with Eph. v. 8. 9. ami iu to. Rom. iii. 2S. 

Having for fome time preached freely, in fome 
country villages near Cambridge, which wanted 
minifters, I found the Lord encouraging me, to- 
give up my felf to the miniflry of the wsrd. My 
own foul was refreftred hi compofing my fcrmons ^ 
my heart was made to difrelifh ali other ftudies, 
but that of divine things \ and my labours ap- 
peared to be blelled of God. Having been cho- 
fen Gatechift in the univerlity of Cambridge, ht 
1654, my foul was exceedingly affefted by a fer- 
mon of Dr Tuckney, our profelFor of divinity j in 
which he did, in the name of God, earneftiy 
befeech every one of us, to endeavour the in- 
creafe of the church of God, by adding our- 
felvcs to it, and labouring to add others to it. 
This encouraged me to comply with the requeft 
of a parifh in Cambridge, to give them one fer- 
*non on the Lord’s day forenoon. Finding that 
the Lord had bleffed my labours, both to the 
ftudents and people of the city, I gave up rrryfdf 
to the work of the miniftry, and was folemnly ffet 
apart to it by farting and prayer, and laying on of 
the hands of the prelbytery ; to which God feem- 
ed to fet his feal, by very gracious influences of 
his Spirit on my heart. 

Nor long after, I let apart a day for farting 
and prayer, to alk counfel of the Lord, whether 
I Ihould allb preach in the afternoon at St An- 
drew’s church. And, by powerfully imprefling 
00 my confcicnce thefe fcriptuies, 2 Tim. iv. 

1. su 
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X. 2. I charge thee before Cod, be in ft ant in fedferi 
and out of feafon. i Pet. v. 2. As much as in yon 
lieth, feed the flock. I Cor. ix. 16. 17. Necefftty 
is laid upon me ; yea, *vo is unto me, if I preach not 
the gofpel. Though 1 preach the gofpel, 1 have no- 
thing to glory of. If l do this xuilltngly, 1 have a 
reward. lied. xi. 6. In the morning fow thy feed, 
and in the evening withdraw not thine hand : for 
thou know eft not which fhall profper, this or that, 
1 Cor. xv. 58. /llway abounding in the work of 
the Lord. Gal. vi. 10. As we have opportunity,- 
let us do good. And I was encouraged, from If. 
xli. 10. Fear thou not-, lam with thee. 1 will 

frei\gtken, yea I trill help thee, yea 1 will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my rightecufnefs. 
Matth. xxviii. 19. 20. Go teach : andlo, lam with 
you, to help and aflift you, to blefs your labours* 
and make your work profperous.—I foon found 
my labour bleffed. About ten months after, April 
1657, I fet apart another day for falling and 
prayer, that the Lord would diie£l me, whether 
to preach a week-day’s fermon or not, once every 
fortnight, and defired the prayers of others for- 
me in this particular. The Lord imprefled on 
my mind thefe texts, A£Is vi. 4. We wilt give 
ourfelves contii ually to prayer, and to the miniftry; 
of the word. Rom. i. 1. 14. 15. Separated unto 
the gofpel of the grace of Cod \ I am a debtor, fo much 
as in me is, to preach the go/pel. If. xl. 9, O thou 
that brtngeft good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the 
high mountains lift up thy voice withfirength ; lift 
it up •, be not afraid: with If. lii. 7. Rom. x. 15. 

Aa? 
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/ft5 xviii. 5. Paul -was prejfed in fpirity and Ufti- 
jud. 

The following confiderations were alfo power- 
fully fet home on my foul. (1.) I find God 
much enlarging my meditations on a fubjcft. 
What can be his meaning, in watering me fo 
much, but that I fhould water others ? (2.) I 
have found God wonderfully gracious to me, in 
the afternoon-fermons, which I have preached, 
in confequence of a like call. (3.) I have fo- 
lemnly given up myfelf to the work of preaching 
the gofoel; wo muft therefore be unto me, if 
I preach it not, 1 Cor. ix. 16. (4.) God hath 
made my fervice here accepted of the faints ; and 
therefore, it is good toltrike where and when the 
iron is hot. (5.) I have but a fhort time to live ; 
and fo ought to learn of Chrift, to do my work as 
fall as I can, John ix. 4. Eccl. ix. 10. (6.) In 
thefe evil times, I may be foon cut fhort of 
fuch opportunites, Eph. v. 15. 16. Gal. vi. 10. 
(7.) One foul gained, by the preaching of the go(k 
pel, is more worth than the whole woild, Matth. 
xvi. 26. (8.) Chrid, thrice-over, chargeth Peter 
to Jeed his Jbeep and lambs, as an evidence of his 
love to him. Now I have wonderful caufe to 
love Chrift, and good reaion to demon (Irate mjr 
love, in whatever way he would have me, John 
xxi. 15. 16. 17. (y.) God is glorified, when 
we bear much fruit, and for the edification of 
others, John xv. 8. Eph. iv. 11. 12. (10 ) God 
requires every man to ohferve and improve his 
proper gifts in his proper work, Rom. xii. 6. 7. 
8. u. (u.Jj I have naturajly a flcthful fpiritj 

and. 
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and ope way to mafter it, is to take up much em- 
ployment. (t2.) God would have us abound in 
his work, and our labour fhall not be in vain, I Cor. 
xv. 58. (13 ) No excufe ftiould hinder us now 
from doing good, but what will ferve us at the 
day of judgment. 

I was greatly encouraged, that God would be 
with me in my undertaking, from the following 
fcriptures, Matth. xxviii. 19. 20. Go ttacb\—lo, l 
am •with you ahuay. 1 Chron. xxviii. 10. 20. The 
Lord hath chojen thee to build an houje for the fanElu- 
ary ; be Jlrong and do it. Be Jlrong and of good cou- 
rage, and do it: fear not, r.or be dif hayed, for the 
Lord God ivill be with thee; he will not fail thee nor 

forfake thee, until thou haft jinifhed all the work for 
the fervice of the houfe of the Lord. Jodi. i. 9. Have 
not I commanded thee! 1 he Lord thy God is with 
thee, whitherfoever thou goeft. If. xlii. 6. I the 
Lord have called thee; I will hold thine hand. Judg. 
vi. 12. 14. The Lord is with thee. Go in this 
thy might, and thou fhalt fave Ifrael. Have not / 
fent thee i 

Objection I. Men will impute my preaching 
of the week-day’s fermons to forwardnels, pride, 
or imprudence j and will perhaps laugh at me. An- 
swer. (1.) I mull not be afhamed of the gofpel 
of Chrilt, no not in in adulterous generation, Rome 
i. 16. Mark viii. 38. If I cannot fuller ihame 
for him, how Ihali I fuffer greater perfecutions l 
(2.) God can, and hath promifed to hide me from 
the firife of tongues, if I trud in him, Pfal. xxxi. 
19. 2o, Prov. xvi. 7. I commit my way and caufe 

unt6 
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unto the Lord; and if I be reproached, he will 
one day clear me, Pfal. xxxvii. 5. 6. (3.) If I 
meet with (hame and reproach, for my diligence 
in preaching the gofpel, it is no more than Chrift 
and his apoftles fuffered, Heb. xii. 3. j Cor. iv. 
9. 10. 13. (4.) If I ferve Chrift, he will honour 
me ; and that is infinitely better than the honour 
of the world, John xii. 26. (5.) It will be my 
happinefs, if I be reproached for Chrift’s fake, 
1 Pet. iv. 13. 14. (6.) That glory which I ex- 
pe£l, fliould make me defpife the fhame, which I 
meet with here, in the fervice of God, 1 Pet. v. 
4. Heb. xii. 2. 

Object. II. Perhaps thepeoplewill contemn 
the word; I lhall have but few hearers. Anf. 
(l.) The hearts of all men are in God’s hand. I 
will leave that to the Lord, whether he will in- 
cline many or few to attend upon his word. 
(2.) The angels did not difdain to preach Chrift to 
a few fhepherds, Luke ii. 8.—11. and Chrift 
preached the gofpel to one harlot, John iv. 
(3.) God’s prefence is not tied to a multitude, 
Matth. xviii. 20. If he but blefs his w'ord for the 
conveffion of one foul, it is w orth all our la- 
bour and pains, Mark viii. 37. Jam. v. 19. 20; 
(4.) I fliall efiay to do my work to God, and 
not to men ; becaufe God commands it, though 
men flrould flight it. Though the more I love 
and labour for them, the lefs I be loved, I Ihould 
gladly fpend myfelf, and be fpent for them, If. 
xlix. 5. 2 Cor. xii. 15. 

Thing ejefted from my charge at Colchefter, 
by 
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by the AEl of uniformity, 1662, and thereafter 
denied liberty to preach to the people there, while 
the peftilence raged, and the eftablifhed clergy 
bad fled from their charge, I, as direfted by God, 
from If. xxvi. 20. Gen. xxviii. 15. removed to 
Chatifliam in Suffolk j where he favoured me with 
frequent opportunities of preaching the gofpd, 
and gave me fome defirahle fuccefs, according to 
his wcjd imprefled on my foul, at my firft co- 
ming there, Ezek. xxxvii. 3. 9. xo. And, not- 
withftanding the repeated attempts of our perfe- 
cutors to apprehend me, the Lord, according to 
bis gracious words applied to my heart, Pfal. 
xci. 11. 12. 13. Dan. vi. 23. Pfal. cxlvi. 9. If Iv. 
12. Luke ri. 11. 12. Deut. xxxiii. 12- Pfal. 
cix. 31.—from time to time mercifully delivered 
me; and led me out to praife and thankfgiving, 
and refolution to exert myfelf to the utmoft in 
his fervice, on this account, s Chron. xx. 30. 
Pfal. xxx. 1. 1 Chron. xxii. 17. 18. 19. 

With refpeft to the private excrcife of my 
'foul, many texts of feripture have been power- 
fully applied by the Holy Ghoft, for my convic- 
tion, encouragment, and direction. My lofing of 
my comforts, often proceeded from my letting go 
the promifes. By darkening of my heart, and 
keeping me under unbelief and trouble of fpirit, 
Satan hath often kept me under doubts and fears, 
when 1 had no fcriptural grounds for them. Be- 
ing under conviflion of the emptinefs and barren- 
nefs of my foul, and defpondency on that ac- 
count, I was encouraged by If. xliv. 3. I ’will 
pur waters on kirn that is tkrijiy, and jhiods on the dry 

ground. 



M R OWEN STOCKTON. 241 
ground. My'foul was lifted up towards God, to 
•wait for, and expeft the (bedding abroad of his 
Spirit on me. Being deje&ed on account of the 
Lord’s delaying to give me the fenfibie influence of 
his Spirit, to carry on the work of faith and fanc- 
tvfication in me with power, I was revived by If. 
xl. 27. 28. 29. 31. Why fayeji thou, O Jacob, my 
•way is hid from the Lord, and my Judgement is pajf. 
ed over from my God? Haft thou not known ? haft 
thou not heard. That the evetlqfiing Godfainteth not, 
neither is rotary ? He giveth porver to the faint, <bc* 
Lord what an accurfed hard heart have I! that fin, 
which grieves thee, and thy Son and Spirit, Gen. 
vi. 6. Mark iii. 5. Eph. iv. 30. fhould not grieve 
me ! that fin, which wearieth thee, If. xliii. 24. 
(liould not be a burden to me,—that I fiiould not 
be troubled for want of thy prefence, which made 
my Saviour cry out, My God, my God, why haft 
thou forfaken me ? that judgment and eternity 
fliouid make no impreffion upon me ! that I can 
hear and fpeak of thy word, thy wrath, and yet 
not fear thee, nor tremble at thy word, or at this 
my condition ! Having perceived a defperate 
hardntfs in my heart, that no means, no mercies 
melted it, and almoft defpairing of ever having 
it foftened, I was made to fee, from A£ls ii. 37. 
that it was pcflible for the mod flubborn (In- 
ner to get a broken heart. And now, O my foul, 
why art thou caft down ? Is not the Lord greater 
than thy heart ? Can Satan be more malicious to 
deftroy thee, thantheLord is merciful to fave thee ? 

Upon examination of myfelf, I have fome- 
times felt myfelf altogether .void of any love or 

X fear 
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fear of God ; and that I could no more work up 
my heart to it, than remove a mountain into the 
midft of the fea by my commands. Such won- 
derful deadnefs hath feized upon my foul, and I 
have been fo enflaved and captivated by Satan, 
that I could not truly defire the Spirit of God.— 
Alas ! not only to be cut off from communion 
v/ith God, but to be contented with that condi- 
tion !—Be inftru&ed, O my foul, to afcribe every 
good motion to God. If thou feeleft any hunger- 
ings after Jefus Chrift, or any forrow for want of 
God’s prefence, or the like, own it as his work, 
and blefs him for it.—I have found myfelf ex- 
ceedingly polluted, lying clofe to the fountain, 
which God hath opened for fin and for unclean- 
nefs, and yet not able to Itep in, that I might be ■healed.—My foul wait thou on him. Who can 
tell, but Jefus’ bowels may yearn towards thee, 
and he may heal thee as he did the impotent 
man ?—Having fometimes found my convi&ions 
ifluing in fome pantings and breathings after 
God, but nothing come to perfection, I was 
fomewhat relieved by If Ixvi. p. Shall I bring to the 
birthy and not cauje to bring forth? faith the Lord; 
and xlii. 4. He ‘will not break the bruifed reed, nor 
quench thefmoaking flax, till he have Jent forth judg- 
ment unto villory.—So powerful have been the a£t- 
ings of my inward corruptions, that I have not 
been able to withftand them ; but have been car- 
ried captive by them, Rom. vii. 23. 24. Hereby 
I have felt that truth, that the heart of man is 
defperately wicked: who can know it ? Lord be 
not far from me : make hafte to help me. Let 
the fighingof the prifoner come before thee.—Pro- claim 



Mr OWEN STOCKTON'. 243 
claim liberty to the captive, and the opening of 
the prifon-door to him that is bounjd> If. Ixi. x. 

1 find, tbit though, in my judgmertt and 
profeffioti, I acknowledge Chrill to be my righte- 
oufnefs and peace, yet 1 have fecretly gone about 
to eflablilh my own righteoufnefs, and have de- 
rived my comfort and peace from my own a&ings. 
For, when I have been difquieted by the a£Hngs 
of fin, not God fpeaking peace through the blood 
of Chrift, but the intermiffion of temptation, and 
the ceflation of thofe fias, have reftored me to my 
former peace. When I have been troubled at the 
evil frame of my heart, not the righteoufnefs 6£ 
Chrift, but my feeling of a' better tehiper, hath 
been my confolation. When I have been relieved 
from perplexity, by reading the fcripture, or by 
prayer, I have not then obferved true and lively 
fellowihip with God in thefe duties, or that his 
Spirit did therein reveal to me my intereft in 
Chrift, and fo quiet my confcience ^Wbat need 
have I to take heed whither I flee for relief; and 
left thofe means, which God hath appointed to be 
the conveyances of himfelf, his Son, and Spirit, 
and ail fpiritual blefimgs, fhould prove to 'me a 
mean of death and reparation from God, by my 
formal ufe of them, and refting in them I find 
that, when God at any time works any thing in 
my foul, I foon lofe it: if he quicken me, I foon 
grow dead-hearted again : if he enliven my affec- 
tions, they foon grow cold and flat, and my old 
h irdnefs returns upon me. Hence I fee the in- 
finite wifdom and goodnefs of God, in not put- 
ting the ftock of grace into our hands, but trea- 

X 2 hiring. 
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faring it up in Cfarift ; and that mr life is hid with 
-Chrijt in Cod, and fo becomes fare, Col. iii. 3. 
Rom. iv. 16. And I fee that I have need of con- 
tinual lecoarffe-to Jefus Chrift, for new fupplies 
of grace and ftrength. 1 find that I muft walk 
through much-fpiritual drought, a land of defarts, 
and fliadows of death ; and muft meet with a 
flinty heart, and fiery temptations to humble me, 
and to prove me, and do me good in my latter 
end. O my foal, beware of murmuring, unbe- 
lief, and tempting of God. 

Notwithstanding my averfion to hear 
this fermon, the Lord hath by it convinced me 
of my finfulnefs and mifery. But how unfaith- 
ful was I then, and have I been fince, to the con- 
vifUons of thy Spirit ? How foon I have healed 
up the wound, that was given me; and an hard 
heart, and fecure, carelefs fpirir hath taken pof- 
feifion of me ! Lord, if ever thy word be eftedtual 
in me, thou muft not only Jpeak it to my heart, 
but write and engraft it there. And whenever 
I fiiid any fecret unwillingnefs to ordinances and 
duties, let me ftir up myfelf to wait upon God; 
expecting that he hath fome fpecral mercy for 
me, w'hich Satan would hinder me of. 

This day I ftood before the Lord, convinced 
of my unbelief.—Confcience tells me, that I want 
that living faith which purifies the heart, Afts 
xv. 9, endear? Chrift, and brings peace with 
God. and joy in the Holy Ghoft, r Pet. it. 7. and 
vii. rH. Rom. v. 1. Lord fix this conviction; 
for my heart hath already hardened itftlf again.lt thee. 
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tftse.—I feel a carelefV fpirit, that would make 
hght of eternity, and of Jefus Chrift. Let me not 
heal myfelf, but wait till thou heal me. I feel 
myfelf dead in fin, alienated from the life of God. 
—Spiritual life refult s from union with Chrifi; : but 
I feel myfelf a poor withered branch, cut off from- 
the vine; unacquainted with the a£lings of fpiri- 
tual life, as living by faith, ferving God in the- 
fpirit, mortifying fin by the fpirit, loving God a- 
bove all things, and feeking his glory in all things. 
I have prayed againft, and rcfolved againftfin, dri- 
ven with fin, andavoidedoccafions of fin ; allwhich 
a natural man may do. But how to fetch power 
from the death of Chrid, how to believe in God; 

for the fubduing of fin, and how to do it by the. 
Spirit, have been myderies to me.. 

By Satan's perfuading me, that I would break 
my covenant and fo double my fin, and efpecially 
through my loathnefs to part with all fin^ I long 
forbore to make any folemn furrender of myfeif 
to God. But at length, in 1654, I was encoura- 
ged to it, from, Jen xxx. 21. 22:. But, fince 
my covenanting with God, I have had fad difco- 
veries, that tht carnal mind is enmity againjt Gcd, 
an l is not fubjecl to the lavs of God, neither indeed can 
be, Rom. viii. 7. For I find a lothnefs to walk 
clofeiy with God ; yea, under a profeffion of reli- 
gion, my carnal heart hath been at enmity with 
the power and life of it ; and this enmity hath lain 
hid, under a performance of fome duties, winch 
have not been dedruchve to that evil principle 
that hath lived in me.—Since my covenantin'* 
with God, I have feen more of the treachery and 

^ 3 hypoc iff 
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bypocrify of my hearf.—After a fliort fpace of 
mote than ordinary flri&nefs, my covenanting 
appeared to have no influence upon my heart or 
life.—I perceived my unfteadfaflnefs in God’s 
covenant, to arife from my want of due upright- 
nefs with God.in entering into it ■, that there had 
not been a duly cordial and full refolution to part 
with all fin, or to cleave to God as my all and 
IN all, in Chriit ; and from my negledi to 
watch againfl: my fpiritualenemies, and repeatedly, 
by faith, engage thy heart to walk with God. By 
meditation on I John hi. 23. This is bis cam- 
trundmerif, that we flould believe an the name »f his 
San Jefus drifty I perceived, that this believing 
implied a reliance upon God in Chrift; for not on- 
ly the remiffion of fin, but alfo the outpouring of 
his Spirit, John vii. 38. 39.; to fhed abroad his 
love in our hearts, Rom. v. 5. ; fcal our afiu- 
rance of lorgivenncfs of our fins ; witnefs our a- 
doption, and mortify fin ; and work all the works 
of God in us, Rom. viii. 13. 16. ; and that the 
fpirit is freely given; and Chrifl hath received this, 
and other gifts, for rebellious men, that the Lord 
might dwell among them, Tit. iii. 4. 5. 6. Pfal. 
Lwiii. 18. And thus I found myfelf greatly encou- 
raged, to wait upon the Lord for the out-pouring 
of his Spirit upon me. And having afterwards con- 
Jidered that poor loft linnets, become partakers of 
a divine nature, through faith in the promifes of 
the gofpel, wait upon God; and that nothing need 
difcourage me. Wherefore, when I find myfelf 
guilty, 1 will look to Chrift, as the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the fin ®f the world;—as a 
fountain opened for fn and for uncleannefs as a wafhe? 
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waflier from uncleannefs, who will in no wife caft 
out any that cometh unto him, John i. 29. Zecb. 
xiii. 1. Ezek. xxxvi. 25. John vi 37.—through 
fuch promifes as, If. i. 18. and xliii. 24 25. and 
xliv. 21. 22. When I feel my rebellious lufts 
prevailing, and leading me captive, I will go to 
God in Jefus Chrift, through fuch promifes as 
thefe, Mic. vii. 18. 19. Rom. vi. 14. Matth. xi. 
28. If. xlv. 22. Jer. xxxi.. 33. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
A£ls iii. 26. and beg of him a new heart and 
a right /pint, Pfal, li. 10. and that he would turn 
me> and Ifiatl be turned, Jer. xxxi. 18—When I 
want grace, I will look to him who is full of 
grace, John i. 14. 16. and hath promifed to 
give grace, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 11 ; even an heart to 
love him, Deut. xxx. 6. and to put his fear in 
us, Jer. xxxii. 4c.—When I find my heart hard, 
I will look unto God who quickeneth the deatl, 
Rom. iv. 17. and can raife children to Abraham 
out of Hones, Matth. iii. 9. that, according to 
his promife, he may take away my heart of Hone, 
and give me an heart of fiejb, Ezek. xxxvi. 26.— 
When God withdraws the comfortable influences 
of his ptefence, I will fearch and try my ways, 
and-earnellly aflc, and wait for, his return, Lam. 
iii. 40. Jolh. vii. 11. 12. 13. If. lix. 2. Pfal,J 

Jxxxix. 46. and Ixxx. 3. 19. Rof. v. 15. Pfa^ cxxx. 5. 6. If viii. 17. Lam. iii 25.26. And, in 
waiting, will look to him in fuch promifes, as 
Pfal. ciii. 8. 9. If. liv. 6. 7. 8. and Ivii. ,6. 17. tg. 
Lam. iii. 31. 32. Hof vi. 1. 2. 3. John xiv. 18. 
— When I have backfliden from him, 1 will look to 
God in Chrift to pardon my fin, give mi. repent- 
ance, and reftore me, according to his promifes, 

A&s 
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Ads v. 3r. Hof. xiv. 4. Jer. iii. 1. 12. 13. T4. 
22. Thus I refolve, that all my finfulnefs anjl 
wretchednefs fiiafl not drive me from God, but to' 
him, Pfal. ]xv. 3. and li. ri. and xxxii. 5.6. 
1 John ii. 1.2. 1 Kings Viii. 33.—53. with ix. 3. 
I^ev. xxvi. 41. Hof. xiv. ». 2. Jer. iii. 1. Luke 
xvii. 4. If. Iv. 7. p. 

From, A£b vi. 4. 7. I perceived, that I muft 
fray much as well as preach much, if I wifhed to 
convert many fouls to Chrift ; .as it was, wherr 
the apofties gave themfelves to the miniftry of the 
ivsrd and to prayer, that a great company of the 
priefts, who were the chiefeft oppofers of the gof- 
pel, and perfecutors and murderers of Chrift, were 
made obedient to the faith.—In many other in dan- 
ces, the Lord, by his word, encou raged and direct- 
ed me under my troubles and difficulties, fpiri- 
tual and temporal; and, fometimes, gave me re- 
markably diftinCt and fpeedy anfwers to my pray- 
ers. 

Having been religioufly educated, and having 
had no very remarkable law-work, I was troubled, 
left I fhould never have been truly converted t<y 
God. 1 therefore frequently applied myfelf to 
examine, by the word of God, whether I had 
thofe graces, difpofitions, and operations in my 
heart, which are there promifed, and to which 
promifes of faivation are annexed. 

I was fatisfied, that/believed in Chrift-, becaufe, 
{1.) 1 found my foul drawn and to Chrift:, and 
thankfully receiving him, as offered in the gofpel, 

in 
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in all his offices;—and trufting and refting on him 
for righteoufnefs, grace, and life, John vi. 35. and 
i: 12 Eph.i. 13. (2.) My faith is founded in the 
word of God alone, John xvii. 20. andv. 24. (3‘) ^ 
renders Chrift and all his Concerns precious to me, 
1 Pet. ii. 7. Phil. i. 20. at. 29. and iii. 8. Heb. xi. 
25. 26.—And I faw, that fince I believed, my fins 
were certainly pardoned, notwithftanding all re- 
maining finfulnefs, and challenges of confcience 
on account of it, Adds x. 43. J John i. 9. If. i. 
16. 17. 18. 1*9. Heb. viii. 10. 12. Pfal. bcv. 3. 
Horn. vii. 23. 24. 25. Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 29. Adds 
xiii. 38. 39.—And being perfuaded that my fins 
were forgiven, I faw thar this fhould make me, 
(1.) Thankful to God, Pfal. chi. 1. 2. 3. (2-) To 
admire God, Mic. vii. 18. 19. (3.) More fearful 
of offending God, Pfal. cxxx. 4. and Ixxxv. 8. 
(4.) To love God much, Luke vii. 42. 4;. 47. 
(5.) To glorify God, and let him have the domi- 
nion over my loul, Tv. i. 5. 6. (C.j i’o- be 
cheerful amidlt all the troubles of this pi<'tut 
life, Matth. ix. 2. If. x.xxm:. 24. (7.) To forgive 
others readily and heartily, Eph. iv. 32. Col. iii. 
13. (8.) To be whiing to be employed in any 
fervice for God, If. vi. 7. 8. 

I found that I was united to and interejiedin 
Jefus Chriji, fince. (t.) I had, and do truly be- 
lieve in Chrift, John xvii. 20. 21. (2.) 1 had 
been effeftually called out of darknefs into Godls 
marvellous light, 1 Cor. i. 9. 26. 3c. ‘(3.) Not- 
withffanding my remaining corruption, I tualk af- 
ter the Spirit, and not after the flejh, Rom. viii. 1.4. 
(4.) I find, that I have the fruits and language of 

his 
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his Spirit dwelling in me, Gal. v. 22. 23. and 
6. with x John iii. 24. (5.) I am effaying to cru- 
cify my corrupt lulls and affe&ions, Gal. v. 24. 
19. 20. 21. Rom. vi. 6. (6.) I defire and endea- 
vour to keep Chrilt’s word, 1 John ii. 5.—And 
being in Chrift, I am free from condemnation, 
R.om. viii. 1. allured of eternal glory, Col. i. 17* 
x John v. 12. interelled in Chrilt’s wifdom, righ- 
teoufnefs, fan£lification, and redemption, 1 Cor. 
i. 30 ; and hence, in all fpiritual and heavenly 
bleffings, Eph. i. 3.; being complete in him, how- 
ever imperfeS in myfelf, Col. ii. 10. 

I find that God is my God; for, (x.) I am in 
'covenant with him by faith, Heb. viii. to. with 
If. Iv. 3. (2.) My heart is engaged to him, Jer. 
xxx. 21. 22. (3.) I am one. of his fervants, If. 
xli. 9. 10. (4.) His law is in my heart, and I 
delight to do it, Jer. xxxi. 33. Pfal. xl. &. (5.) I 
have that fear of him, which manifefts itfeli in. 
efchewing and departing from evil. Job r. 1. Prov. 
xvi. 6. (6.) I choofe the Lord for my God, Pfal. 
xvi. 2. and voluntarily give up myielf to him, to 
obey his voice, and keep his ways, Deut. xxvi. 
17. 18. 19 Jer. vii, 23. (7.) I am willing to leave 
all earthly enjoyments at h’s call, Heb. xi. 13. 
14. 15. xd. And, fince God is my God, he will 
hear my prayers, Mic. vii. 7. be prefent with me 
in ail conditions, If. xliii. 1. 2. 3. and never call 
me off, Jer. li. 5. Supply all my wants, PfaL 
xx;ii. 1. ftrengthen and al&lt me in all my Cervi- 
ces and fufferings, If. xli. 10. pardon al! my fins, 
JMic. vii.i 17. 18. 19. and be my God and guide- 
fpr ever, Pfal. xlviii. 14. And I charge myfelf 

W 
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to TL’aJk kuinbly with him, Mic. vi. 8.'; to feek 
him early, Pfal. Ixiii. i.j to praife and exalt him, 
PfaL cxviii. 28.; to love him above all, with all 
my heart, Deut. vi. 5.; to turn to him, when- 
ever I depart from him, Hof. xiv. 1. and xii. 6. ; 
to truft in him continually, Pfal. xviii. 2. and xci. 
2. and xxxi. 13. 14. and xlii. il. j Sam. xxx. 
4. 6. 

I find that God loveth me; for, (1.) He hath 
drawn me to Chrift, Jer. xxxi. 3. John vi. 44* 
(2.) He hath given me faith, John xvii. 20. 23. 
(.3.) He hath given me an heart to love him, and 
his Son Jefus Chrift, Prov, viii. 17. 1 John iv. 
19. John xiv. 2i. and xvi. 27. (4.) A principle 
of fpiritua! life is infufed into my foul, by which 
I live to God, Ezek. xvi. 6. 8. Eph. ii. 4. 5. 
(5.) He hath caufed me to follow after righteouf- 
nefs, Pfal. cxlvi. 8. Prov. xv. 9.—And, my com- 
fort in this is, that it is an everlafting love, Jer. 
xxxi. 3. John xiii. 1. ; and nothing fhall feparate 
me from it, Rom. viii. 38. 39. No not jny fins, 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 3c.— 34. If. liv. 8. 9. 10. Let me 
admire and adore this love, 1 John iii. 1. 

I find that God accepteth my feryices ; for, 
(f.) 1 have joined myfelf to the Lord Chrift in 
love and fervice, If. Ivi. 6. 7. (2.) In obedience 
to Chrift’s, command, I labour to promote righ- 
teoufhefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Gholt, Rom. 
xiv. 17. 18. A&s x. 35. (3.) 1 endeavoured to 
ferve him faithfully, and with love to my neigh- 
bour, Gen. iv. 7. Matth. xxv. 23. Jam. ii. 8. 

I 
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I find that 1 Jhall inherit eternal lift \ for,' 

(i.) God hath given me an heart to believe in 
Chrift, John iii. 16. (2.) Notwithstanding all 
my imperfections, I am in covenant with God, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 5. If. Iv. 3. (3.) My coming to 
Chrift manifefts that I was given to him, John 
vi. 37. 44. 65. with John xvii. 2. 9. 10. (4.) I 
have been made to hear Chrilt’s voice and follow 
him, in looking to him, coming to him, John 
x. 27. 28. 29. Pfal. xxiii. 2. 3. I Pet. ii. 23. (3.) He 
hath given me an heart inclined to walk upright- 
ly, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 11. If. Ivii. 2.—And as God hath 
given me good hope, through grace, of eternal life, 
I refolve, in his ftrength, (1.) To blefs and praife 
him for this mercy, 1 Pet. i. 3. 4. Col. i. r:. 13. 
(2.) Daily to mortify uncleannefs, inordinate af- 
feCtions, evil concupifcence, covetoufnefs, and 
all other fins, Col. iii. 4. 5. (3.) To behave to- 
wards all men, efpecially my near relations, as an 
heir of eternal life, 1 Pet. iii. 7. (4.) To walk 
worthy of the Lord, 1 Thefli ii. 12. Eph. iv. 1. 
2. 3. Col. i. 10. (5.) To purify my heart, words, 
and works, as God is pure, 1 John iii. 3. Matth. 
v. 8. Eph. iv. 29. Zeph. iii. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 1. 2. 
(6.) To ferve him in a gracious manner, Heb. 
xii. 28. (7.) Not to fear the want of outward 
things, or them who can only kill the body, Luke 
xii. 4. 3 1. 32. {8.) To rejoice in hope of eternal 
glory amidft worldly troubles, Rom. v. 2. 3. 1 Pet. 
j. 3. 6. (9.) To keep the full affurance of my 
hope firm unto the end, Heb. vi. 10. ir. 

EIe died, September 10, 1680, exhorting and 
encouraging thofe around him to ferious reli- 

gion, 
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gion, and fuffering for it j avowing his confcien- 
tiocs nonconformity to prelacy ; bltffing God for 
his invaluable gift of Jefus Chrift to fmful men % 
blefling God for calling him to the office of the 
miniftry, and enabling him to fome meafure of 
faithfulnefs in it, and encouraging him, with his 
prefence and bleffing, under all the difficulties of 
it;—and for now lifting him above all the fears 
of death .—and rejoicing in the teftimony of a 
goodconfcience, and in hope of the glory of God. 

X Tfc$ 



The Christian, the Student, 
and Pastor* 

exemplified; 
In the LIVES of 

Several Eminent Divines. 

x.-< ■«■•«■< .«< .< .<.<•< 

Fifthly, Memoirs of the Pveverend Mr 
MatthewHenrt, late Minifter of 
the Gofpel at Hackney,^London. 

jgEING born in 16^2, a few weeks after 
his father had been driven from his charge 

by the Prelatifts, he was very carefully trained 
up in the ways of God. When but three years 
of age, fie could have read a chapter of the bible, 
and made obfervations on it. He dates his con- 
verfion from the 10th year of his age, by means 
of a fermon on Pfal. li. 17. The facrifices of God 
are a broken heart: a broken and contrite hearty O 
God, thou wilt not defpife. In the 1 ith year of his 
age, after hearing a fermon on the marks of true 
grace, we find him folemnly examining himfelf, 
whether he had thefe marks ? whether he had 
cordially given up himfelf to God on fuch parti- 
cular occafions ? whether he had experienced a 
true repentance, and godly forrow for his fins ? 
apd whether he loved God, and his word, and 

people ? 
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people? In 1675,. we find him taking a folemn 
and particular review of the mercies which he had 
received from God, fpiritual and temporal. 

In 1682, he drew tip for himfelf a memorial 
of God’s mercies, in order to folemn and daily 
thankfgiving j that, (1.) He had a rational, im- 
mortal foul, capable of ferving God here, and en- 
joying him hereafter. (2-) Had the exercife of 
his rational faculties continued in their primitive, 
nay advanced to greater vigour and a&ivity. 
(3.) He had all his fenfes. (4.) Had a body 
compleat in all its parts. ^5.) Had been curioui- 
ly framed, nourifhed, and preferved in the womb. 
(6.) Had been fafely brought forth by a living 
mother, though a midwife could not be had. 
(7.) That, without his pains or care, he had been 
provided with food and raiment, even for orna- 
ment and delight. (8.) He had enjoyed a great 
meafure of health, even when infedtious difeafes 
raged around. (9.) His ficknefs had been mo- 
derate, and foon removed, when his brother and 
companion died-, (to.) He had been protedied 
from many dangers, by night and day ; particu- 
larly in travelling. (11.) He had had comfort- 
able accommodations, as to lodging, fewel, and 
had been a ftranger to the wants of many thou- 
fands in that kind. (12.) He was born to a com- 
petent eftate in the world, enabling him to 
rather than receive. (13.) He had i'o great com- 
fort in his parents, lifters, and other relations. 
(14 ) Had had a liberal education; and, by the hitfling of God, had made fome progrefs in know- 
kdge. (15,) Had been' born in a place and 

Y 3- time 
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time of gofpel light; had the feriptures, and 
means of underftanding them, and a heart which 
delighted in the ftudy of therm (16.) Had bean 
enabled to behave himfelf fo, as to gain a {hare in 
the love and prayers of God’s people. (17.) Had 
been early devoted to God in baptifm. (18.) Had 
enjoyed an early religious education, in the good 
knowledge of God. (it*) Had been endowed 
with a confiderable gift of prayer. (.20.) Had 
i>een inclined to devote himfelf to the work of 
the miniftry, it fhould pleafe God to ufe him. 
(21.) Had enjoyed fo many means of grace, and 
fomuch communion with God inthem. (22.) Had 
reafon to believe he had been chofen of God from 
eternity, e£fe£tuaily called, and would be'at laft 
glorified. (23.) Had had fome fight of the ma- 
jeftyof God, the fweetnefs of Chrift, the evil of 
fin, the worth of his foul, the vanity of this 
world, and the reality and importance of invi* 
fible things. (24.) Had been guided in doubts, 
guarded in danger, fnccoured in temptation, par- 
doned under guilt, heard and anfwered in prayer, 
and had affli&ions £an£tifi. d ; and all by divine 
grace. (25.) That all thefe were but the ear- 
ned, and pledges, of better and eternal mercies. 
(26.) For Jefus Chrid, the fountain and founda- 
tion of all his mercies. 

Wh en. he was employed in the Rudy of law at 
Grays Inn, it appears, from a letter of his to an 
Intimate companion, that he had laid down for 
Eun'e.f a. fet of feripture truths ; the firm prac- 
tical belief of which mightily influenced the or- 
der of his c onvtr fat ion- (i-) That all things are naked 
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Tided and spen to him viitb whom vje have is do3 Heb. iv. 13. (2.) That cur adverfary thc dtvil, a; 
a roaring lien, goeth about, continually,whom 
he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. (3.) That the grace of 
God, which bringeth falvalion, teachetk us to deny un- 
godlinefs and worldly lujis, and to UveJoberly, ngh‘ 
tcoifly, and godly. Tit. ii. if. 12. (4.) That Jefus 
Ghriji died,.to deliver us from this preject evil world. 
Gal. i. 4. (5.) That we are not under the taw, but 
tinder grace, R.om. vi. 14. (6.) That the foul L; 
the man-, and that is bell for us, which is bed for 
our fouls, Matth. xvi. 26. (7.) That we have here 
no continuing city, Heb. xiii. 14. (8.) That man 
in his beji eftate is altogether vanity, Pfal. xxxix, 
5. (9,) That God fhall bring, every work uto 
judgment, with every fecret thing, whether it be good 
or evil, Eccl. xii. 14. (10.) ihat-the wages of fa 
is death-, but the gift of God is eternal Ife, thiough 
Jefus Chri/t our Lord, Rom. vi. 23-—And in fub-- 
ordination to thefe, - particular truths, anfwerable 
to the temptations, duties> or meditatio«s of the 
day. Hereby, fayshe, a good itockof truths might 
be- treafured up againft a time of need j and we 
might be able 10 bring ionb things new and old, 
for the benefit of others.—Chriftians, that owe 
their all to Chrift, fhpuld be often talking of him ; 
and, furely, thofe that know the worth of fouls* 
cannot but be concerned for their ignorant care- 
lefs neighbours ;—which concern Ihomd make us 
do all that we can, to help them out oi that con- 
dition. 

In the view of his ordination to the miniftry, 
^87, he folemnly examined himfelf upon the fix 

T 3. following 
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following queflionsi (i .) TYhat am / .?^Hawe f 
ever been inwardly convinced of my loft and un- 
done condition by nature'?—Have 1 Been deeply 
bumbled before the Lord for my original fin, and 
adual tranfgrefTions ?—Have I finc^rely ciofed 
with the Lord Jefus alone, as my Saviour, by a 
true and lively faith ?—Have I a real, hatred of 
every fin, in myfelf as well as-in ethers-;—having 
no beloved lufts which I would have fpared ?— 
Have l a real love to holinefs, and earneftly ufe 
holy ordinances, that I may thereby be made 
more and more holy? (2) Whathave 1 done F 
What precious time have I mifpent in folly and 
vanity?—How many precious opportunities of 
grace have I loft, and left unimproved, through 
any careleffnefs ?—How often have I broken my 
folemn engagments to God, and refolutions a- 
gainft fin ?—How unprofitable have I been in 
my converfe with others?—How forgetful have 
I been of God and liis word, and of the great 
concerns of my foul and eternity 1 (3.) From 
what principles do 1 aPi in entering on the minijtcrial 
office \—It is from faith of Chrift’s appointment 
of the office of the miniftry, and calling me, 
however weak in myfelf; to it—It is from zeal 
for the glory of God.—It is from real love to 
precious fouls ; lor the good of which, I wculd 
gladly fpend and be fpent—1 would think it a 
greater happinefs to gain one foul to the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, than tj gain mountains of fiber 
-and gold to myfelf. (4.} What ends do I aim aft in this great undertaking ?—I do not defign to take 
ap the miniftry as a trade to live or enrich my- 
tclfby,—or to get myfelfi a name among men 
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or to maintain a party : if my blood could be 
fufficient balfam, 1 would gladly part witb the 
lad drop of it, for healing the differences that are 
among true Chriftians. But I aim at the glory 
of Jefus Chrift, and of God in him, as my chief 
end, and at the good of precious fouls in fubordi- 
nation to it.—1 had rather beg my bread f ram door to 
dcsr, than be an unprofitable minifier -with hundreds 
a-year. (5.) What do 1 define jrom the Godoj all 
grace ? It is, that he would fix and eftablifh 
my heart, in my dedication of myfelf to the work 
of the miniflry that, in the ordinance ©f dedi- 
cation, he would fill my heart with fuch an ex- 
perimental fenfe of the excellency of Chrifl, and 
the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, as may be a to- 
ken of his prefence, and earned of my fuccefs m 
the worki—that he would qualify me with mi- 
niderial gifts and graces •, particularly, faith, love 
zeal, patience, fincerity, and humility ;—and that 
he would open a door of opportunity, and blefg 
and fucceed my endeavours in the mioiderial 
work. (6.) What do J, by the grace of Godi and 
in the firength of Chri/i> refolve on for the future ? 
It is, to have no more to do with the unfruit- 
ful works of clarknefs to abound more than 
ever in all manner of gofpel-obedience ;—to drive 
to be more humble, ferrous, watchful, felf-de- 
nying, heavenly-minded, lively in prayer, read- 
ing, or fpiritual difcourfes to confider well, 
and endeavour to perform, my ordination vows • 
—and never to let go any truth, whatever it may 
cod me ; ever owning the fcripture, as the only 
rule of faith and prattice and wholly to give 
»p myfelf to the work of the mixiidry, and em- 
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-ploy all my talents, in the fcrvice of God and* 
fouls, with ferioufnefs and diligence ;—preach- 
ing and defending the truths of God-,—promo- 
ting peace and unity in the church, and thank- 
fully accepting of the admonitions of my brethren. 

Whil.e in his family, Mr Henry, every even- 
ing and morning, read and expounded part of 
the fcripture, fung pfalms, and prayed ; and,'on 
the LordV day, added- prayer and fingirrg of 
pfalms at noon ; and the repetition of the two 
fermons, oatechifing of children and fervants, 
and calling them to give account of what they, 
had heard ; he was no lefs diligent in his public 
miniftry. Some of his labours were conftant *, 
as to expound twice, and preach twice, every' 
Lord’s day *,— a lecture, and a diet of catechifmg,. 
every week ; the celebration of the Lord’s fup-- 
per on the firft fabbath of every month ; a con- 
gregational faft every quarter of a-year ;—toge- 
ther with feveral forms of religious conferences’ 
with the younger, or more aged part of his flock. 
Some of them were occafional; as fads,—and 
thankfgivings,—vifitmg the fick,—vifitirg and^ 
preaching to the prifoners, till he was prohibit- 
ed ;—reformation-fermons,—lectures in places > 
without the bounds of his congregation ;—ordi- 
nations, or meetings of miniflers ;—yearly jour- 
nies to vifit the churches, all around him, for a- 
bout thirty miles, ; to which may be added, 
his compoftng of his large commentary on the Bible^, 
and other works. 

Except when the partiaular afpeft of provi- 
dence 
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dence called him off from it, he ufed to metho- 
dize his fermons. After a fet of fermons on the 

finfulnefs and mifery of a naturalJlate, and another 
upon true converficn, and the tvidenees thereof, 
he, from twenty different texts, laid down direc- 
tions for the right ordering of the converfation. 
Next followed a courfe of fermons, on the cove- 
nant of grace, from thirty-eight texts, reprefent- 
ing GW, Chri/i, and the Spirit, in their covenant- 
chara&ers, and the blejfings which they beftow  
Thefe were followed with fermons on fandtifica- 
tion, diredling what fhsuld be put off, or put on^ 
as contrary to it, from forty_ texts •, reprefenting 
the ordinances of God’s -worfbip, and opportunities 
and manner of it, from about twenty different 
texts;—and our r/a/y, to Chrift the Mediator, of 
wordnp and to our neighbours, from about twen- 
ty other texts ;—~;.d reprefenting the renfonable- 
nefs cf being indy religious, from feventeen d;ffer- 
ent texts ;—and the caufes why Jo fevj are iruiy 
religious, from fourteen others.—i'ie next pro- 
ceeded to a body of divinity concerning Got;—the 
•word of Cod',—the war hi of God;—the angels ;  
man;—ftn andmifery,—redemption by jefusChrift; 
-—who is confidered in his tiames, natures, offices, 
and eft ate sthe application of redemption; — the 
divine law, in its nature, ufes, requirements, 
prohibitions, and reafons faith and repentance', 
—gefpei ordinances \—the church and the four 
loft things, death, judgment, heaven, and hell 
all thefe, from about three hundred and eighty 
different texts. In this manner he proceeded, 
from 1687 to 1710. In his facramental fer- 
mons, he difeourfed upon Ghtjufferings ef Chrift, 

the 
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the ends thereof, and our proper improvement of 
them, from about thirty or forty different texts ;— 
upon the marks of hypocri/y, and contrary marks of 
fncerity,—together with cauticnsj and comfortsr refpe&ing our fpiritual eftate, from thirty-five 
others ;—upon penitent refections, and pious refc- 
iutionsy fet the one over againft the other, from 
twenty-four texts i—and upon the promifesy from 
forty-four texts. His weekly lethires were 
on Heb. xi. Hof. xiv. ; and then, for twenty 
years, from i6yi, to 1712, on fcnpture-queftitns> 

His great value of time, his prayerfulnefs, his 
obfervation of providences, and his frequent fo- 
fcmn dedication of himfelf to God, mightily pro- 
moted his uncommon diligence and zeal in the 
fervice of Chrift. From his childhood, he def- 
pifcdand difliked the common diverfions of youth.. 
As he grew in- years, his eheem for precious- 
time increafed.—He was often in his ftudy by 
four or five o’clock in the morning.—Notwith- 
flanding the pleafure he took in the company of 
his friends, he often complains, that friends are 
the thieves of our time ; and feverely refle£ts on 
himfelf, for fuffering himfelf to be unnecef- 
farily diverted from his delightful ftudies.—After 
very agreeable converfation with fome friends, he 
fays, / would not for any thing live fuch a life for 
a few days together. 1 am alway beft when aline ; 
no place like my own ftudy; no company like good 
hoiks, and efpecially the book of God. Often he re- 
peated David’s wilh, O that 1 had wings like a 
dove ! for then I wouldfy away and be at ref. Af- 
ter a mixed converfation, for a whole day, <0 

little. 
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little advantage, he writes, 1 look on this as a lojl 
day. Lord forgive my trifling: I •would rather 
freach twice every day in the voeeky than /fend an* 
ether day fo unprcfitably. 

He had both the gifts, and the grace of pray- 
er, in a very uncommon meafure ; and this duty 
was the delight of his foul.—He not only abound- 
ed in Applications for his family and friends, but 
had recourfe to God, with great freedom, about 
all his concerns ; no journey undertaken, with- 
out a particular addrefs to God about it; no fub- 
je&, or courfe of fermons entered upon, but God 
was fought to for counfel, affiftance, and fuccefs; 
ik> book fent to the prefs, but firft recommended 
to God in prayer. Thus, befide many particular 
occafions fet apart for more folemn Applications, 
he daily converfed with God, as a child with hia 
father ; and had very remarkable returns of pray- 
er, which made his work eafy, and flrengthened 
him with ftrength in his foul. 

He was a moft careful obferver of the provi- 
dences of God, with refpedf to himfelf, in foul 
or body, labours or circumftanoes •, and with re- 
fpeft to his family, his friends, or nation, or 
the church of God. And, anfwerably thereto, 
exercifed himfelf in lamentation, thankfgiving, 
and Application to God. For feveral years, he 
obferved the anniverfary day of any remarkable 
affli£Uve providence, relating to himfelf or fami- 
ly, in folemn humiliation;—and of fignal mer- 
cies, in thankful praife, and in ferious prayer, 
that the fan&ifying fruits of it might Hill remain, 

and 
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and increafe. On his birth-day, he ufed folemn- 
ly to review his preceding life, with proper and 
humble reflexions. On OShber 18. 169c. 

fayiy " This day I am 29 years old ; fo long re- 
prived from the grave, fo long living altogether 
upon God, but little to him; fo many years mer- 
cy, and fo many years fin put upon the fcore. 
Blefied be God for Jefus Chrift, whefe blood is 
that, and that only, which balanceth the ac- 
count. In 1692, I am this day 30 years, and 
am now refleXing upon a life of great mercy, 
and of great provocations.—So many years not 
lived, but loft.” In 1696, “ This day completes 
the 34th year of my age. I have endeavoured, 
this morning, to get my heart affeXed with the 
fin in which I was born, and with the fins of my 
life hitherto ; and with the mercy of my birth, 
and the mercies of my life.—The Lord enable 
me to live a life of repentance,'and^ life of 
thankfulnefs.” In 1697, “ I was afl^Xed this 
morning, when alone, in thinking. What I was 
born ? A rational creature ; an helplefs creature ; 
a finful creature. Where I was born? In the 
church of God ; in a land of light; in a houfe 
of prayer. What I was born for ? To glorify 
God, and prepare for heaven.’’ In 1698,—“ I 
have now weathered about 36 years; fo long 
have I cumbered the ground, and yet I am ftill 
fpared.—1 admire the patience of God, and won- 
der at my own folly; that, being upon the brink 
of an awful eternal ftate, I am fo little affeXetf 
with it. Lord teach me with a ftrong hand.’* 
In 1701,—“ I have finilhed the 39th year of my 
pilgrimage ; and, having help of God, I continue 

hitherto/ 
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ihitherto, knowing whom I have trufted, and 
trufting whom 1 know. The greateft cbmfort 
cf my life has been, that God hath been pleafed 
to ufe me for his fervice; and my greatefi: grief, 
that I have been fo little ferviceable to him.”— 
In 1702, “ This day has finiflied the 4cth year 
of my life ; nay, rather of my floth and folly, but 
of the mercy, kindnefs, and long-fuffering of 
God towards me. I acknowledge myfelf debtor 
to Jefus Chrift, for all the fupports, helps, and 
comforts of my life. And I trufl: in him alone, 
for the remiffion of all my fins, grace to help in 
time of need, and prefervation to eternal life.’' 
In 1703,—“ How many days have run over, 
empty and ufelefs on my fide, and of which! 
ought to be aihamed ; but all full of the mercy 
and kindnefs of God.”—In another year^—“ I 
breathe by the favour of God ; I hope in his mer- 
cy ; I pant for his glory.” “ I have found 
God very gracious;—ready to hear prayer: I 
have found the world exceeding vain, and alto- 
gether unfit to be my happinefs. My heart I 
have found to be deceitful, and prone to fin. 
Let me, therefore, always have my God in the 
higheft efteem, the world in the greateft con- 
tempt, and my heart under watch and guard.” 

He alfo afligned the laft day of December, for 
afolemn review of the part year ; and, for lamen- 
tation thankfgiving, and prayer, as he found 
caufe. In 1691, he obferves, “ I am come to 
the clofe of another year, but my works have not 
been filled up, many empty fpaces in my time, 
and in my duties } much amifs, little done, little 

2 gained 
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gained for my foul; much mercy received, hut 
many talents not traded with aright. It is the- 
blood of Chrifl: that mull fet all ftraight between 
me and my God : there I reft my precious foul.” 
jV/, in 1690, God had rem'. ved many of his friends 
nnd relations by death. We find him feverely 
afllifting his foul, and pleading for mercy and 
grace to himfelf, that while he preached to 0- 
thers, he himfclf might not be a caft-away *,—for 
dire&ion, ftrength, and fuccefs, in his minifte- 
rial work ;—for the {laying of God’s controver- 

with him and his family for the fan£tifi- 
cation of the breaches which had been made ; — 
for the beheaded families, their widows, and fa- 
therlefs, dm. In his fail 1701, we find him be- 
wailing the ftrength of his corruptions, and weak- 
liefs of his graces and that he was ftill full of 
vain thoughts, and empty of good ones ;—his 
great lofs of precious time; his manifold defeats 
in his minifterial work ; his coldnefs in prayer j 
obfcurity and unconcern, in fpeaking of the 
things of God;—the little fuccefs of his mini- 
ilry that year ; the low conclition of the church 
of God ;—and praying for the pardon of his 
fins,—victory over his corruptions and tempta- 
tions, and for the increafe of his minifterial gifts, 
and fucctfs of his labours. 

N6t only did he renew his folemn acceptance 
of God’s covenant, at the Lord’s table, oh the firfl: 
Sabbath of every month, and on other remarkable 
occafions; but, as he ended the year with folemn 
humiliation and thankfgiving, he began rhe next 
with a deliberate and folehrih refignatfon of hrm- i. , - - fclf, 
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felf, anil all his concerns, to God, through Chrift ; 
a few inftances of which fhall be fcledted. In 
.1703, “ I have made a frefli furrender of all I 
am, all I have, and all I can do, to God, Father; 
Son, and Holy Ghoft all my affections to be 
ruled by the divine grace, and all my affairs over- 
ruled by the divine providence.—If this year 
ihould be a year of continued health and comfort, 
I commit myfelf to the grace of God, to be pre- 
ferved from carnal fecurity ; and to be enabled, 
in a day of profperity, to ferve God with joy.—If 
my opportunities, asaminifter, fhould be this year 
continued, 1 commit my ftudies and labours to 
the bleffing of God defiring mercy of the Lord 
to be faithful and fuccefsfuf.—If I Ihould be this 
year tried with doubts, concerning my duty, I 
commit nvyfelf to the divine direction ■,—refolving, 
by his grace, to follow it in the integrity of my 
heart.—If I fliould this year be efRidled in my 
body, family, n-me, or eftate, I commit my 
all to the divine difpofalonly begging, 1that 
the grace of God may go along with ail my 
afflidtions, to enable me to bear them well, and 
ufe them well.—If I Ihould be difturbld, or mo* 
lefted, in the exercife of my miniftry, or other- 
wife fuffer for well-doing, I commit the keeping 
of my foul to God, as a faithful Creator; that he 
may direcl, preferve, fupport, and comfort me 
under my fufferings, and bring glory to himfelf 
out of them.—If this year (hould be my dying 
year, I commit my fpirit into the hands of my 
Redeemer, to be waflted with his blood, and 
prefented in'his arms with exceeding joy : and 
my wife and children I commit to him, to be 
< 2 2, owned. 
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owned, bleffed, and preferved by him, when I 
am gone.” In 1704,—“ Acknowledging my con-, 
tinned dependence upon God/ as my Creator,, 
prefe'rver, and chief good, and my continued obli- 
gations to him in duty, as my Lord and ruler, and 
in interell, as my benefadlor and preferver ;—re- 
lying upon the mediation and everlafting righ- 
teoufnefs of my dear Lord and Saviour, Jefus 
Ghrift, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me 
and fubmitting my foul to the operation and in- 
fluences of the blefled Spirit of grace, without 
which I am nothing, and can do nothing;—thank- 
fully owning God’s goodnefs to me thle laft year, 
—and lamenting my own foolifhnefs and fliort- 
comings ;—I, in the ftrength of the grace of Jefus 
Chrift, on which alone I depend to work all my 
work, in me and for me, covenant,—to walk 
dofely with God in all holy converfation;—to- 
keep my heart with all diligence; and to thee, 
O my God, I'commit the keeping of it/—to take 
heed to my ways, that I fin not with my tongue; 
and do thou, Lord, fet a watch before the door 
of my lips;—to redeem my time; and to thee, 
O God, Pconfecrate this year, and all the hours 
of it. The Lord enable me to £11 it up with 
good, according as the duty of every day requires. 
I bind myfelf to follow the Spirit of God, in all 
my afFe£iions, and the providence of God in all 
my affairs.”—In 171 r,—“ Finding my God ftill 
gracious, but my heart flill treacherous, I de- 
vote myfelf afrelh unto the Lord.—What work 
I have to do for thee this year, O my God, I de- 
pend on thy grace, throughly to furniih me for 
it, and.to woxk all my works iu me ;—particular- 

ly, 
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jy, to aflift me in the great work of my Expofitlcnt. 
—What troubles and afflictions may befal me 
this year, 1 depend oh the grace of God to fanc- 
tify them to me ; and to enable me to bear them 
like a Chriftian, and to honour God under them. 
—Whatever my temptations may be, l depend 
on the grace of God to difcover them to me,—to 
arm me againll them, and to fave me from being- 
overcome by them. And, if this be my dying- 
year, I depend on the grace of God, to make me 
ready for another world, and to receive me to 
glory,” 

He died of an apoplecl'c fit, June 22. 1714, 
One of his laft fayings was, A life/pent in the fer- 
vke oj Cidy and communion with him, is the moji 
comfortable and plecfant life that any one can live 
m this world. Another was, 1 have been often 
wearied with my work, but never weary of it. 

2 a xn 
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and Pastor., 
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In the L I T E S of 
Several Eminent Bi v in'e s.. 

Sixthly, Memoirs of ^he Reverend Mi 
Phi li p Dodd r id s late miniftei- 
of the Gofpel at Northamptonr. 

JJETMG born in London, 1702,. he had the 
advantage of a mofl religious education, ancf 

appears to have been very early converted' to 
Chrift. Notwithftanding the death of. his pa^ 
tents,, and feveral other difeouragements, the 
Lord opened a door for his education for the mi^ 
niftry. 'While he earneftly putfued his ftudies, 
he fpent much time in feeret devotion j exami- 
ning the ftate and workingsef his own heart, and 
keeping alive an habitual fenfe of God, religion, 
and eternity in it-; and folemnly devoting himfelf 
to God.. He laid down for himfelf, the follow- 
ing rules. (.1.) To rife early, and begin the day 
*>hfe devout and thankful thought^.; and then 
proceed to more folemn thankfgiving, fel&dedi- 
cation, and prayer for God’s affiftance. in the 
^orkof the day. (2.) In ads of devotion, to 

fiudyt 
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ftiidy the utmoft attention ta his work, and tfr 
fpeak dire£Ily to God. (3.) Every morning to 
read the fcripturea, endeavouring to imprefs his 
heart with a fenfe of divine truth ; and then ufe 
the help of commentaries : and much the fame 
in the evening. (4.) Never to trifle with a book, 
with which he had no prefent concern ; but look 
up to God for affiftance in perufal of books ; and 
to endeavour to make, all his {ladies fubfervient 
to practical religion,, and minifterial ufefulnefe. 
(5.) Never to lofe one minute of time, or incut 
any unneceffary expences, that he might have 
the more to fpend for God. (6.) When called to 
be abroad, to be always defirous of doing, or re- 
ceiving good;—haying in readinefc feme fubjeft 
of contejnplation, to afford him good thoughts 
by the way ;—and, in company, rendering him* 
felf agreeable and uftful to all; avoiding ail tri- 
fling and impertinent ftcries. (7.) To ufe great 
moderation at meals, and be fincere and earneft 
Si prayers and thankfgivings at them. (8.) Ne- 
ver to delay any thing, unlefs he could prove that 
another time would be more fit than the prefent, 
or that fome more important duty required his 
attendance. (9, ) To-be often lifting up his heart 
to God, in the intervals of fecret worfhip, re- 
peating his moft important petitions, and furren- 
dcring himfelf to his fervice. (10.) Never to en* 
ter into long fchemes about future events, but 
refer himfelf to God’s care. (11.-) To fludy ha- 
bitual gratitude to Jefus Chrift, and God in him ; 
—and pra£fcife felf-denial; never indulging any 
thing that may tempt to youthful lulls ;—and 
guard againft pride,, and vainglory, remember^ 

ing 
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ing that he had all from God ; and that, in him- 
felf, he deTerved the fevered punilhment. (i 2.) In'' 
all his ftudies, to remember, that mens fouls are 
immortal; and that Chrift died to redeem them. 
(13.) To confecrate his Deep, and all his recrea- 
tions, to Gad ; and to feek them for his fake. 
(14.) Frequentlyjto alk himfelf, What duty or 
temptation was now before him ? (15.) To view 
himfelf, as, through the mercy of God in Chrid,, 
within a few days of heaven. (16^ To keep' 
thefe rules in view ; and frequently examine bis 
behaviour by them. 

Being, in the 20th year of his age, fettled im 
a finall congregation at Kibworth, a country-vil- 
lage, one of his friends lamented to him, that he 
was buried alive. No, replied he, “ Here I 
ftick clofe to thofe delightful ftudies, which a 
favourable providence barb made the bufmefs of 
my life.—I live like a prince y not indeed in the 
pomp of greatnefj, but in the pride cf liberty : ma- 
fter of my books, mafter of my time ; and, I hope 
I may add, mafter of myfelf;—retired from ap- 
plaufe and reproach, from envy and contempt, 
and the deftru&ive baits of avarice and ambi- 
tion It is my happinefs, that I am confined to 
an obfeure village; feeing it gives me fo many 
valuable advantages to the moft important pur- 
pofes, of devotion, philofophy, and ufefulnefs.— 
Here he compofed his public difeourfes, with the 
utmoft care and exa&nefs; and thus contracted 
an habit of preaching judicioufly. And being o-- 
bliged, through penury of his own, to borrow 
from his hearers the practical books which they 

had. 
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had, he was, by reading of thefe, led into a fe- 
rious, experimental, and ufeful way of preach- 
ing.—In his devotional exercifes at this time, he 
fays, “ I fear my difcourfe to-day was too ab- 
ftrufe for my hearers. I refolve to labour after 
great plainnefs and ferioufnefs ; and to bring 
down my preaching to the underftandings of the 
weakeH.” 

To the rules he had formerly preferibed for 
his condudt, he now added, (1.) To fpend feme 
extraordinary time in devotion, every morning 
or evening of the Lord’s day ; and endeavour to 
preach over to his own foul, that do£lrine which 
he preached to others. (2.) To fpend another 
half hour more every week, in like exercife, on 
fuch other fubje&s as fhou’d appear mod fuitable. 
^3.) To call himfclf to account, at the end of e- 
iftery week and month, how he had improven his 
time ; and to try- whether he had gained or loft- 
ground, in pra&ical religion. (4.) When he 
had any more than ordinary affairs before him, 
or met with any peculiar mercy or affli&ion, to 
fet apart Ibme time to confider it, and feek God 
upon it. (5.) To fet ap^rt fome time, every Fri~ 
day evening, to pray for fuch as had recommend- 
ed themfdves to his prayers; and with. refpe£t 
to public concerns. 

His preaching of his fermons ovet-to bimfelf, 
was after this manner: July 23. 1727, “ I this 
day-preached concerning Chriji as the Phyfician 
of fouls, from Jet. viii. 22. ; and having addreff- 
ed fuch Chriftians, as through negleft of the go- 

fpel* 
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•fpel- remedy, are in a bad Rate of fpiritual health, 
I find, upon a ferious review, that I am of that 
number.—God knows, that my remaining di- 
ftempers are the great affli£lions of my life : 
fuch an affli&ion, that methinks, if I were free 
from it, any worldly circumftances would be 
more tolerable, and even more delightful, thaft 
that full flow of profperity, by which I am fo of- 
ten enfnared and injured. I know Chrilt is able 
to help me, and reftore me to more perfect 
health than I have ever yet attained: and my 
experience of his power and grace, is a ihameful 
aggravation of my negligence. Therefore, with 
fhame and forrow for my former indifference and 
folly, I would now feriouflyvattempt a reforma- 
tion* (i.) By carefully examining the conftitu- 
5»’on, and particular diftempers of my foul. 
(2.) By applying to Chrift as my phyfician, to 
heal my diftempers, and reftore me to greater 
vigour in his fervice. (3.) By praying for the 
influences of his healing Spirit, to produce in me 
greater devotion, humility, diligence, gravity, 
purity, and fteadinefs of refolution. (4.) By 
earned waiting on him in prayer, ftudy of the 
fcriptures, the Lord’s fupper, and other appoint- 
ed means of healing fouls. And as a minifter, 
though I have endeavoured to fpeak the mod im- 
portant truths, with all poflible plainnefs and fe* 
rioufnefs,—I fear, (1.) I have not followed them, 
fufficiently, with domeftic and perfonal exhorta- 
tions. I have not been fufficiently carefuf, 
to pray for the fuccefs of my •miniderial labours'. 
(3.) I have lived fo, as to forfeit thofe influences 
of thy Spirit, by which they might have been ren* dered 
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<kred more effe£tual.—I therefore refolve, to be 
more clofe in applying to them in their own hcu- 
fes ;—to pray for them more frequently ;—aad 
take care to avoid every thing which may .pro- 
voke thy Spirit to withdraw himfelf from my mi- 
niftrations. Such caution may I always main- 
tain : and O may the health of my people be re- 
covered ! 

November 12. 1727. I preached this day 
from thefe words : I know you, that ye have not 
the love of Cod in you. I endeavoured to fix upon 
unconverted finners the charge of not loving Gcd\ 
and defcribed at large, the chara&er of the Chri-' 
ftian, in the.feveral expreflions of that affe&ion. 
My own heart condemned me of being deficient 
in many of them. I humbled myfelf deeply be- 
fore God j and, in his ftrength, refolved, (1.) To 
endeavour to think of God more frequently than 
I had done, and to make the thoughts of him 
familiar to my mind. (2.) To labour after com- 
munion with him, in every aft of devotion ; and,- 
in order,to this, to recolleft my thoughts before 
I begin, watch over my heart in the duty, and 
cohfider afterwards how I have fucceeded. (3.) To 
pray for conformity to God, and endeavour to 
imitate him. (4,) To rejoice in his government 
of the world ; and regard his interpofition in all 
my perfonal concerns. (5.) To pray for zeal in 
my mailer’s interefts ; and to make the advanced 
ment of his glory, the great end of every aftion. 
(6.) To cultivate a peculiar affeftion to Chrifti. 
nns, asfuch. (7.) To ftudy God’s will, and en- 
deavour to praftife every duty. (8.) To watch 

diligently 
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diligently againft every thing which may provoke 
God’s difpleafure againft me. 

He was remarkably careful to redeem his time: 
and with this view, notwichhanding his frail 
conflitution, rofe generally at five o’clock ; and 
to this he afcribed the progrefs he had made in 
learning; obfcrving, that two hours redeemed 
every morning were worth ten years in forty, for 
ftudy and devotion. It was an heavy burden to 
his mind, when he made any unneceflary vifits, 
or had not introduced profitable difcourfe as he 
might—To prevent wafte of time, he, at the 
beginning of the year, laid down a plan of books 
to be read, and bufmefs to be purfued ;—of dif- 
courfes to be compofed, and of methods to be 
-taken to promote religion in his congregation. 
In the end of every month, he reviewed the exe- 
cution of his plan, and fet himfelf to re&ify what 
defers he found; and made fuch alterations in 
his plan, as circumftances required. On his 
birth-day, and new-year’s day, he folemnly re- 
viewed his whole condufl of the preceeding year, 
with humiliation and thankfgiving, as he had 
failed or fucceeded ; and with folemn dedication 
of himfelf to God. Before he went to vifit his 
iriends, or fet off on a journey, he fpent fome 
time in confidering what opportunities he might 
have of doing good, that he might be prepared 
to improve them : and to what temptations he 
.might be expofed, that he might be armed a- 
.gainlt them. And, on his return, he examined 
liis behaviour.—He alfo obferved the annual re- turn 
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*'”p of Jnis ordination-day, with peculiar folemnity, 

in fecret devotion. 
was exceedingly careful to know the fpiri- 

tual ftate of his people, that he might addrefs, 
themjn a proper manner, in public or private- 
Preaching of Chrift was the delight of his foulj 
and he was remarkable for an holy fprvour in it, 
“ While, faith he-, I have any reverence for ferip- 
ture, or any knowledge of human nature, I fhall 
never affe& to fpeak of the glories of Chrift, and 
of the eternal interefts of men, as coldly as if 
I were reading a lecture of mathematics, or rela- 
ting an experiment in natural philofophy.” Not- 
withftanding his labours in teaching an academy, 
from 1729 and afterwards, he conttantly preach- 
ed twice every Lord’s day, if his health permit- 
ted; and, when he had occafional afliftance, he 
preached in the evening. After he came to 
Northampton that year, he had alfo a religious 
exeicife every Friday evening. He had an extra- 
ordinary gift in prayer, cultivated with great di- 
ligence ; and, upon particular, as well as com- 
mon occafions, expreffed himfelf with eafe, free- 
dom, variety, and folid judgment. He was care- 
ful to feparate from the church thoft that wore 
a reproach to their Chriftian profeffion; and 
ufed to keep a congregational fait on fuch occa- 
frons. It afFefted him much, when fev., o; none 
of his hearers, appeared to be under ferrous im- 
preftions, or there was a vifiblc 0 - n efs and re- 
nt iflhe's among them. Ann days of prayer were 
fet apart by the congregation, to wreftie with 
God fora reviving effufton of his fpirit among 

^ them. 
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them. He had a deep Concern, and affe&ionaJe 
regard, for the rifing generation. This he mani- 
feftcd, in his frequent difcourfes and addrefle>. to 
them; in his diligent catechifing of them; 
 and in his forming them into focieties 
for prayer and religious conference; and in eft*. 
blifhing a charity~Jchooly for the inftruftion of the 
poor. Befides his own paftoral vifitarion of his 
people, from houfe to houfe, he caufed his ruling 
elders vilit and pray with the fick, and converfe 
with, admonifh, and exhort others ; particularly 
the candidates for admiflion to the Lord’s table. 
His affeiRion to his people was exceeding fer- 
Yent. His great concern was, to do a: much fir- 
vice for them, and be as little burdenfomc to them, 
as poffible. In the greater part of them he had 
much comfort, and rejoiced over them in the 
Lord. Some of them proved trials to him ; but 
God fo blefled thefe, for rendering him more 
humble, more watchful, and mortified to the 
world ; and fo balanced them with delightful 
elfufions of his love, that he confidered them as 
fmgular mercies to him. 

In the management of his academy, his princi- 
pal aim was, to lead his pupils into a pra&ical knowledge of Chrift. Being of a moft affe&ion- 
ate difpofuion, he reckoned the enjoyment of his 
friends as a' delightful foretafte of the heavenly 
happinefs ; and his experience of the fnares and 
affli&ions which arofe even from friendftiip, in- 
creafed his ctefire of that perfect ftate. Mens 
being of a different party from him, or holding 
fome principles contrary to his own; or their be- 
jfsgbletnHhed with feveralfauks and imprudencies. 
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did not hinder his eftimation of, or regard to 
them, according to what real excellencies he 
thought they poflefled. He was bent on contri- 
ving, or helping forward, every fcheme he could 
think calculated for promoting the falvation of 
fouls. His peaceablenefs, benevolence, affabi- 
lity, public fpirit, and liberality,—his humility, 
and dependence on God’s affiftance,—his pati- 
ence, ferenity, and cheerfulnefc, under afni&ions, 
—his calmntfs under no fmall perfecution of 
tongues, even when promoted by fome of bis 
own pupils, were remarKable. 

He was much given to fecret prayer; and form- 
ed, for his affiftance herein, a plan of things to 
be particularly concerned about, on the fcveral 
days of the week;—and for managing devo- 
tions,—bufinefs,—recreations,— merciful provi- 
dences,—afflictive events,—tempta ions,—grace, 
—thoughts,—difeourfe,—evangelicaiviews,—and 
things to be avoided,—or examined,—relations, 
—friends ;—perfons in the congregations uncon- 
verted, awakened, alienated, excommunioart'd, 
—affli£ted, to be prayed for And, by his ex- 
traordinary devotions on his birth and neiuyar's 
day, and ether occafions, in which he bewailed 
his own tranfgreffions, thanked God for his 
mercies, and fclemnly dedicated himfelf to his 
feivice, his foul was much kept in a lively frame. 
 Of thefe days fpent in the folcmn fervice of 
God, he publicly teflifies, “ The experience of 
many years of my lift, hath eftablifhed mein the 
perfuaiion, that Jove to God,—confirm activity 
in his fervice,—and pleafurabls views of what 

A a 2 „ Iks 
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lies beyond- the geave, are a felicity, infinitely 
beyond any thing which can offir itfeif to o«r 
affe&ions and purfuits. And I would not, .for 
ten thoufand worlds, refign my (hare in them, 
or confent even to the fulpenfion of the delights 
which they afford, during the remainder of my 
abode here.”'—He carried this devout temper into 
his dealings with men.—In his daily converfe,—• 
in his le&ures of philofophy, hiftory, anatomy, 
&rc.and in his friendly vifits, and in his epi- 
lidlary correfpondence, he carried a favour of 
religion along with him. 

The grand principle that animated him to all 
thefe exercifes, labours, and fervices, was love 
to Chrift, lave to. God, and. love to mankind. 
In letters to friends, faith he, “ I fesl more and 
more the power of his love-in my heart ; and I 
long for the converfinn of fouls more fenfibly, 
than for any thing .befides. Methinks I could 
not only, labour, but die for it, with pleafure. 
The love of Chrift conftrains me. 1 feel the love 
of God in Chrift -filed abroad in my heart.—I 
want, above all things in the world,,to be brought 
to a greater nearnefs to-God, and to walk more 
conftantly and clofely with him. Oh, could I 
fpend more of my,time, in cattckifing childre/ty— 
in exhortir g headiof families^ and addreJJjng young 
people \ and more in meditating upon the things 
of God in my retirement,— under a deeper, and 
more affecting fenfe of God, and receiving vital cpmmanications of grace and ftrength immediate- 
ly from him!” Aftea. 
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After he had contracted that cold, which 

iiTued in his death, phyficians and friends advi- 
fed him to lay afide his public work for a while 
and apply himfelf entirely to the ufe of proper 
medicines and exercife, for the removal of his 
complaint. But to be ufelefs, was worfe than 
death to him. While he thought there was no 
immediate danger, he could not be prevailed up- 
on to decline, or leffen his delightful work.  
Meanwhile, his affections appeared more ffrong- 
ly than ever fet on heaven—In letters to his 
friends, he thus expiefieth himfelf: “ I b!efs 
God, earth is lefs and lefs to me ; and I ffiall be 
very glad to have done with it once for all, aflbon 
as it fhall pleafe my mafter to give me leave. 
Yet, for him, I would live and labour; and, I 
hope, if fuch were his will, fuffer too.—I indeed 
feel my affeftion to this vanifhing. world dying 
and vanilhing every day. I have, long fince, 
weighed it in balances, and found it wanting. 
My heart and hopes are above. Fain would [ 
attain more lively views of glory. Fain would I 
fee! more powerful attrattions towards that world 
where you and I, through grace, fljall foon —I am now intent upon having fometh-ing done* 
among the Diflenters, in a more public manner 
for propagating the gofpel abroad—I wiffi to livl 
to fee this defign brought into execution But 
to depart, and to be with Chrift, i6 far> far finitely better.—I blefs God, I have the powerl 
ful fupports of Chriftianity.—I fee iT.deed no hope of my recorery, yet my heart rejoiceth in 
my God my Saviour ; and I call him, under this 
failure of every thing elfe, its/trength and ever. 

A 3 d lofting 
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Lifting portion?'—Berbfe he fet out for his health 
to Li {boh, where he died, he thus writes, “ My 
foul h vigorous and htatthy.—The ,mod ditdrefl- 
iug nights to this, frail body, have been as the 
beginning of heaven to my foul. God hath, as it 
were, let heaven down upon, me, in thofe nights 
of weaknefs and waking. I am not fuffered once 
to lofe my hope. My confidence is, not that ! 
have lived, fuch or fuch a life,, or ferved God in 
this or the other manner ; I know of no prayer 
I ever offered, no fervice I ever performed, in 
which there has not been fuch a mixture of wrong, 
that, inftead of recommending me to the favour 
of God, I needed, his pardon,, through Chriff, 
for the fame. Yet he hath helped me in fince- 
rity, to ferve him. Popular applaufe was not the 
thing I fought. If I might be honoured to do 
good, and my heavenly.Father might fee his poor 
child attempting, though feebly and imperfectly, 
to ferve him ; and meet with his approving eye, 
and commending fentence, Well donef good and 
faithful fervant:—this my foul regarded, and was 
vnoft folicitous for.., I.have no hope in what I 
have been or done ; yet Lam full of confidence : 
and this is my confidence, there is a hope fe.t 
before me. I have fled, I Hill flee, for refuge 
to that hope. In him I trull:, in him I have 
flrong confqlation; and Iball affuredly be accepted 
in this beloved of my foul. The fpirit of.adoptioiv 
is given me, enabling me to cry Abba Father. I 
have no doubt of my being a child of God ; and . 
that life and death, and all ray prefent exercifes, 
are direfted in mercy, by my heavenly Father.” . Jn his voyage, the captain’s cdbbin was to. 

him 
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him a Bethel^ the houfe of. God, and the gate of hea- 
ven. He, feveral times, with ravifhing joy in 
his countenance, laid to his wife, I cannot e:c- 
prefs to you what a morning I have had. Such 
delightful and tranfporting views of the heaven - 
ly world, is my Father now indulging me withj 
as no words can exprefs.” 



The Christian, the Student, 
and Pastor, 

EXEMPLIFIED; 
In the LIVES of 

Three American Divines. 

I. Notes frem the life of Mr Thom As Sh f. f he r e. 
u T NEVER preached the fermon which did; 

not coft me prayers, and ftrong cries with 
tears, in the compofrng of it. I never preached 
the fermon, of which I had not firft got good 
to my own foul. I never went up to the pulpit, 
but as if going up t© give account fo God of my 
ccnduft. 

I perceive four fad evils which attend me-' 
in my miniftrations. (i.) The devil treads me 
down, fey difeouragement and fhame, ©n account 
of the meannefs of that which I have prepared. 
— But I fee, that the glory of every thing fanc- 
tified to do good, is not in itfelf, but in the 
Lord’s fan&ifying it. (a.) Befide my natural 
dulnefs, my former enlargement and refpeft a- 
mong people makes me carelefs. (3.) Want'of 
fuch light, life, and power, in delivering the 
truths of Chrift, as to afieft others in a due man- 
ner. (4.). Want of fuccefs, when I have done 
my belt. .When 
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When I faw God angry with me, I was apt to 

attempt to pacify him, by abftaining from fin for 
the time to come. But I faw, that this was reft- 
ing on my own righteoufnefs, which could not 
fatisfy God. I faw, that a righteoufncfs was al- 
ready prepared, and finifhed in Chrift for me.— 
I faw, that God’s afiti&ing me- was not intended, 
that I fhould farisfy for my fin, but that I might 
be humbled for it, and feparated from it ;—being 
reconciled, and made tighteous only in Chrift— 
I was made to fee, (r.) That, in myfelf, l am 
a condemned wretch ; but by Chrift reconciled 
and alive. (2.) That in myfelf, and all creatures, 
there is an abfolate infuftkiency ; and that there, 
is no reft but in God ail-fufficient ; and in him 
there is enough for me. (3.) That 1 am unable 
to do any thing in myfelf; but in Chrift, am able 
to do all things, (4-) That though I enjoy all 
thefe good things intperJcRIy in this world, I ftiall 
foon have them all perfectly in heaven ; where 
God will manifeft himfelf, perfectly reconciled, 

Efficient, and efficients and will abolifh all fin, and 
live perfefUy in me. 

T saw, that as pride was my fin, fo fhame 
would be my puniftiment.—I was much afraid 
fhat I would meet with Eli’s punifhment, be- 
caufe I had not rebuked fins which I knew of, 
and that Jbarply. When I obferved the excel- 
lencies of others, in their miniftrations, I began 
to affe<T excellency in mine ; but the Lord ftiew- 
ed me, that that was devilifh pride, humbled me 
for it, and made me watch againft it. 
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On examining my own condufl before theLord, 

I faw that the whole country had fared the worfe 
for my fins, which was very humbling to me ;— 
particularly, for my living at fnch a diftance from 
the Lord, notwilhftanding what he had done to 
awaken me, by a ftorm at fea;—by the death of 
my wife, and my firft bom child; and by the 
threatened blindnefs of another ; and not- 
withftanding my lolenra refolutions to ferve him, 
in all manner of holinefs, in our land of liberty, 
(2.) That I had not preached to, nor prayed for, 
nor vififed, nor loved my people, as I ought to 
have done. (3.) That 1 had not laboured to in- 
ftru£t and edify my people, as I ought to have 
done. (4.) That I had not difcerncd the glory 
of, nor had believed, nor been duly affe&ed with, 
that gofpel which 1 preached unto others. 
(5.) That I did not duly feek to Chtift for fup» 

. ply ; and though I did his work, I did not regard 
his command, his prefence, er his glory, in do- 
ing it ; nor endeavour to grow fomewhat in holi- 
nefs every day. (6.) That I did not lament the 
falls of profeflors, and condition of fettlers in this 
coB^ltry.,, 

He was one of the moil practical, fearching, 
and fuccefaful preachers, ever known in America. 

II. Notes from the Cottton Mather. 
He was moft careful to redeem b's time;— 

and, notwithftanding his amazing diligence, 
looked on his years as mifpem, forfeited, and fpena 
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fpent in finning againft his Redeemer ;—trifled 
away in fin and floth. 

“ Apprehensions of pride, the fin of young 
minifters, working in my heart, /aitA he, filled 
me with inexpreflible bitternefs and confufion be- 
fore the Lord.—I found, that when I met with 
enlargement in prayer or preaching, or anfvvered 
a queftion readily and fuitably, I was apt to ap- 
plaud myfeif in my own mind.-; 1 affe&ed 
preheminence, above what belonged to my age 
or worth.-*— I therefore endeavoured to take a 
view of my pride, as the very image of the devilt contrary to the grace and image of Chrift ;—as 
an offending of God, and grieving of his Spirit; 
—as the moft unreafonable folly and madnefs, 
for one who had done fo little, and who had 
fuch an accnrfed nature, and was only fit for the 
dunghill;—as infinitely dangerous, and ready to 
provoke God to deprive me of my capacities and 
opportunities. 1 therefore refolved, to carry 
my diftempered heart to Jefus Chrift, that all- 
fufHcient Phyfician, that he might cure it;—and 
to watch againft my pride,—and ftudy much the 
nature and aggravations of it,—and the excellen- 
cy of the contrary grace. 

I prescribed rules for my condu&; fuch as 
.—to exercife myfeif unto godlinefs;—patiently 
to bear injuries and abufes;—highly to regard the 
tender Chriftians in my congregation to have 
a deep fenfe of the unfpeakable worth of all the 
fouls under my charge to pray for the Lord’s 
direction in the choice of my texts and fubjefts ; 

—to 
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—to coufider the cafe of my people, as a mean 
of direding me to my fubje&s to have misch 
of Jefus Chriji in my fermons ;—to keep a lift of 
the'members of my congregation ; and go over 
it, by parcels at a time, in my leeret prayers;— 
frequently to vifit the families under my charge, 
for their fpiritual edification. 

On e of my firft thoughts, every morning, was, 
V/hat good may I do to day ?—On the Lord's dayt it was, What ftiall I do, as a paftor, for the good 
of my flock ?—On Monday, What (hall I do as 
an hufband, father, and mafter, for the good of 
my family ?—On Tuefday, What may I do for 
my relations, or my enemies ?—On Wednefdayt What (hall I do for the church of Chrift in ge- 
neral ?—On Thur/day, What fhall I do for the 
focieties with which J am conne&ed ?—On Fri- 
day, What (hall I do for the aftli&ed ?—Qn Sa- 
turday, What fliall I do for the inter eft of God, 
in my own heart and life. 

On a faft day, I humbled myfelf before the 
Lord, for all the filthinefs of my heart;—and 
fubmitted to the fovereignty and rightcoufnefs 
of God ; and I was made to behold, and reft on 
the furety righteoufnefs of jefus Chrift, as the 
complete payment of all my debt.—-—The 
thoughts of Chrift are become exceeding fre- 
quent with me — I rm mate, on his peTon as 
God man ; and behold : infinite Go.i coming 
to me, through him. 1 am impatient, if many 
minutes pafs without fome recourfe to him.—I 
am.grieved, if, even on the ftreer, i walk a few 

fteps 
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cfleps without thoughts of him. And O the 
wonderful light, life, peace, and ftrength, fot 
fervice or fuffering, that come along with him! 
—A}! the riches of the world appear to me con- 
-trmptible, while I have the unfearchable riches 
of Chrift. I care not though I were ftript of ad 
things, if Chrift dwell in me ; and make me per- 
■petually to feed, and live on him.—When I find 
any thing amiable, or comfortable, in creatures, 
1 commonly, as it were, flee away from them 
to my Christ ; and think, How great is bis 
goodnefsy and how great is bis beauty.—As for the 
delights of this world, I know of none, compa- 
rable to thofe which I take in communion with, 
miy Saviour.—As for the riches of this world, I 
labour not for them as, in the enjoyment of 
Chrift, I have the fupply of all my wants.—I do 
nothing to gain worldly honour for myfdf.—To 
be employed in the Lord’s work, in the advance- 
ment of Chrift’s kingdom, is all the honour I 
wifti. ' 

In the view of death. I laid my cafe before the 
Lord.—My mind was fatisfied, that the delights 
of heaven were preferabl« to any on earth—I 
can freely leave all to be -with ChriJ}.~\ faw, that 
tSod would take care of my children when I was 
gone, and provide for them.” 

He died in the full aflurance of faith, and 
comforts of the Holy Ghoft, 1728. 

B b HI. Brief 
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III. Brief hints of the life of Mr Jonathan 
Edwards. 

From my chiWhood, I had a variety of con- 
cerns and exercifes, about the falvation of my 
foul—When I was a boy, I had a remarkable a- 
wakening; the affefbing impreflion cf which, 
continued with me for many months. I prayed 
five times a-day, and talked much on fpiritual 
things with my fellows. My affe&ions were fo 
lively, and eafily moved, that I was, as it were, 
in my element, when engaged in religious duties. 
Rut all thefe convictions and affe£tions wore off, 
and I frequently neglected fecret prayer.—The 
laft year I was at the college, a pleurify brough t 
me near to the grave, and Ihook me over hell. 
I had not long recovered, when I returned to my 
(inful courfes. But repeated convictions obliged 
me to feek falvation, in a manner I had never 
done before. My concern had not now fuch af- 
fection and delight attending it, as formerly, but 
wrought by inward conflicts, and felf-refleCtions. 

At length, by reading that text, i Tim. i. 17. 
JVsw, unto the King, eternal, immortal, invftble, 
the only ivife Gpd, be honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen; my mind was delightfully over- 
whelmed with the views of the glory of God, 
and inflamed with defire to enjoy him as my all 
is all. From that time, I began to have a new , 
kind of apprehenfion concerning Jefus Chrift, 
at?d the way of falvation through him; and my 
foul was led away in plcafant contemptations of them. 
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them. My mind was greatly inclined to fpend 
all my lime in reading ; and thinking on Chrift, 
in the beauty and excellency of his perfon, and 
the lovely way of falvation by free grace in him. 
O how fweet ChrifTs reprefeniation of Ivnvfcll, 
as the rnfe if Sharon, and li!y of' the valley, arid 
the w^hole book of the Song of Solomon, was 
to my foul. My mini: was delightfully carried 
'away from all the concerns of this world, arid 
'fixed in converfe with Chrift, and wrapt arid 
fwallowed up in Gcd. The ftnfe that 1 had of 
drvirie things, often, of a fudden, kindled a fwcet 
burning in my heart, which I cannot exprefs. I 
beheld his wifdom, purity, love, and other ex- 
cellencies, fhining forth in every natural thing. 
Thunder, which had formerly been fo terribfe 
to me, now ravifhed riiy heart with joy ; and led 
me into the moft pleafant contemplations of my 
great and glorious God My longing after 
God and Chrift, and more holintfs, was fo vehe- 
ment, that my natural conftitution was like to 
be unhinged by it, Pfal. cxix. 28.—O how I 
mourned and lamented, that 1 had not turned to 
the Lord focner, that I might have had more 
time to grow in grace! From year to year, 
1 fpent the moft of my time in thinkii g on divine 
things; and where-ever I was, 1 was almoft con- 
flantly employed in ejaculatory prayer. Prayec 
was natural to me, as the breath by which the 
inward burning of my heart had vent. 

After I was licenfed to preach the gofpel, 
my def res after God and holinefs incieafed more 

b 2 and 
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and more. My Heart-burnt with vehement long- 
ing, to be p_erfe£My conformed to the image of 
Chrift.—I panted, 1 cried, for more and more 
holinefs. I laboured to contrive and pra&ii'e 
every thing that I could think of, for the in- 
creafing of my holinefs in "heart and life.—All 
the heaven I defired, was to be whh God, and 
to fpend my eternity in divine love, and holy 
communion with Jefus Chrift. My heart was 
raviflied with the hopes, that, in heayen, I would 
get my love vented to him and his Father.—I 
thought, that all my happinefs confided in love, 
—in pure, humble, heavenly, divine love. 

I resolved, in the ftrength of Chrilt, never 
to do or fuffeV any thing, but what tended to the 
glory of God i—to live with all my might while 
I lived, without lofing one moment of time, but 
to improve it as profitably as I could;—to live 
as I will wifh I had done, when I come to die;— 
to be ftriflly, and firmly faithful to my truft ;— 
to examine my conduct at the^end of every day, 
—month,—and year; never to fpeak any thing 
but what is ferious, on the Lord’s-day;—to drive 
every week, to attain a higher pitch of holinefs 
than I had attained the week before to endea- 
vour to be of a fweet, benevolent, quiet, peace- 
able, contented, compaffionate, generous, hum- 
ble, meek, moded„ fubmidive, obliging, dili- 
gent, induftrious, charitable, patient, moderate, 
forgiving, fincere, temper,—and a£i: according- 
ly .}—to be conftantly looking into the date of 
my foul, with the utmoR. diligence ;—after af- 

fll&ions, 
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fli^lions, carefully to examine what good I had 
got, or might have gotten, by them. 

Having had many years experience of divine 
things, I found the doftrines of the gofpel like 
green pajiures to my foul.—I looked on it as the 
richeft treafure, and earnelily defined that it 
might dwell richly in me.—The way of falvation 
through Chrift, appeared to me fo excellent, 
pleafant, and beautiful, that I thought it would, 
in fome meafure, fpoil heaven itfelf, to receive 
it in any other way.—Git appeared fweet to ne. 
To be united to Chrift, and have him, and God 
in him, to be my all in all ! O how often 
thefe texts, Pfal. cxv. 1. Not unto itj, 0 Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth's fake \ and, Luke x 21. 
thou ha/l ki.i thefe things from the wife and prudent, 
and haft revealed them unto babes : even fo, Father, 
for fo it feemed good in thy fight;—have ravilhed 
my foul ! nor did I enjoy my moil ravilhing 
delight, in the views of my own happy ftate,—- 
but in direct- viewing of the glorious things, 
of the gofpel. 

My heart hath been much fet upon the ad- 
vancement of the kindom of Chiift in the world. 
I was delighted, when, in my reading, I met 
with any tiling on that head ;—particularly pro- 
mifes and prophecies. Ihave* fometimes, had 
views of the glory and fulnefs of Chriit, in his 
perfon, offices, relations, and righteoufnefs ; and 
of his Father and Spirit in him, that have delight- 
fully laid me in the very dud: before him ; and 

have 
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have fo drawn out my heart toward him, arid 
conformity to him in ho'.ineft, as have almoft 
overwhelmed and difiblved my mortal frame.—O 
how ardently I defired to be emptied of all other 
things, and filled with Chrift alone ; and conti- 
nually wrapt up in him, and in God in him. 

I Have had often very affefting views of my 
own finfulnefs and vilenefs, that have made me 
weep loud for a confiderable time at once. My 
fenfe of my own wickednefs, and of the badnefs 
of my heart, hath been vaftiy greater fince n>y 
converfion than ever it was before.—I have often 
thought, that, if God fiiould mark iniquky a- 
gainft me, I would appear the worlt of all man- 
kind, from the beginning of the world till this 
time,—and would have by far the lowed place in 
hell.—When I have heard others in foul-trouble 
fay, that they looked on themfelves as bad as the 
devil himfelf, 1 thought their expreffion was by 
far too faint to reprefent their wickednefs, if it 
bore any proportion to mine. My wickednefs, 
as I am in myfelf, hath long appeared to me per- 
fectly ineffable, infinitely fwallowing up all 
thoughts and imaginations, like an infinite deluge, 
or infinite mountains over my head.—I know 
not how to exprefs what my fins appear to me, 
but by heaping infinite upon infinite, and multi- 
plying infinite by infinite.—When I look into my 
heart, and take a view of its wickednefs, it looks 
like a bottomlefs pit, infinitely deeper than hell. 
—-1 fee that, were it not for the free grace, exalt- 
ed and raifed to all the Julnefs and glory of the 
great Jehjvah, and for the arm of his power and 

grace. 
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grace, ftretched forth in all itsmajejly, and glory 
of fovereignty, I would fink down, in my fins, in- 
finitely below hell itfelf.—Yeti do not think 
that my convi£tion of fin is deeper than that of 
other Chriftians; but that my finfulnefs is fo 
much greater than theirs.—I am amazed, that I 
have fo little fenfe of fuch unparallelled wicked- 
nefs as mine is.—I have greatly longed fora bro- 
ken heart, and to lie low before God.—I fee, that 
it would be a vile felf-exaltation in me, not to be 
the lowed in humility of all mankind.—If others 
ought to be humbled to the very dujli I ought to 
be humbled below hell itfelf. That exprelfion, 
1 ought to ly infinitely low before God, hath long 
been natural to me. 

He was a man of uncommonly clofe applica- 
tion,—and careful improver of time. He gene- 
rally fpent thirteen \iom$ every day in his ftudy ; 
and, even in his recreations, his mind was ufe- 
fully employed. He had a vehement third after 
knowledge;—to.gain which, he fpared neither 
coll nor pains. He read much, but thought 
more;—and, above all, the Bible was his favou- 
rite dudy. He died 1758. 

THE END. 



?*f,c <). line 3,0. for F«rrier’«, read Fenner**, p. jj. ). %o. after Ged, r. who were ptrfecnted. p. 4K. 1. 14. after fuadc, r.ntie. p- S1- 8. for If. Iti. r.-TK liil- p- Ji. 1. at. for jt^tv. r. XXV. p 114. 1.26. rf’crtlrefs, r. up., p. 146. !. jg. tor John xx. r. John x. p. 158. J. 2$ for unw llinr;, r. unwillingly, p. t7>. 1. 10. forPfa! cxxili. exxvti. cxxxviii. r. Pfal. lxxi\i Ixxvii. Uxxviii. IV *f>o I. so. !ortie«, r.rtulties. p. 124. I. 14 far pay, r. fay p. 228.1. is. for 'roalV, read moil remarkable erioyment,. }'. 254. I. b. after Hackney; * UCff. p. 264.1, 20. lor ifflitted, r. alTeflcd, 

With all convenient freed •will be pubhjhedy 
The Private Christian 

EXEMPLIFIED; 
In the Lives of Serjeant Nifbet, Aliforii Mill, and 

feven or eight others. 
ALSO, 

A Smart Concordance to the Holy Bible, 










