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SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL. D. 

^AMUEL JOHNSON was born at Lich- 
iield, in Staffordftiire, on the 18th of Septem- 
ber, N. S. 1709; and his initiation into the 
Chri-lian church was not delayed : for his bap- 
tifm is recorded, in the regifter of St. Mary’s 
paiifh in that city, to have been performed on 
the day of his birth : his father is there {filed 
Gentleman, a circumftance of which an igno- 
rant panegyrift has praifed him for not being 
proud ; when the truth is, that the appella- 
tion of Gentleman, though now loft in the in- 
diferiminate aflumption of Efquire, was com- 

; monly taken by thofe who could not boaft of 
gentility. His father was Michael Johnfon, 

[ a native of Derbyftjire, of obfeure extraction, 
who fettled in Lichfield as a bookfeller and fta- 

| tionei. His mother was Sarah Ford, defeend- 
ed cf an ancient race of fubftantial yeomanry in 
War vicklhire. They were well advanced in 

jj . years when they married, and never nad more 
" than v/o children, both Tons; Samuel, their 

1 fiiil bem,Who lived to be the illuftrious cha- 
i radter ^vheife various excellence is now univer- 

fiVlly acknowledged ; and Nathanael, who died 
| in . his twenty-fiftlv year. 
| B . In 

! 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 

In following fo very eminent a man from 
his cradle to his grave, every minute particu- 
lar, which can throw light on the progrefs of 
his mind, is interefting. 

One day, when the fervant who ufed to be 
fentto fchool to conduct him home, had not 
come in time, he fet out by himfelf, though he 
was then fo near-fighted, that he was obliged 
to ftoop down on his hands and knees to take a 
view of the kennel before he ventured to ilep 
ever it. His fchoolmiilrefs, afraid that he 
might mifs his way, or fall into the kennel, or 
be run over by a cart, followed him at fame 
diftance. He happened to turn about and per- 
ceive her. Feeling her careful attention as an 
infult to his manlmefs, he ran back to her in a 
rage, and beat her, as well as his ftrength 
would permit. 

Of the powers of his memory, for which he 
was all his life eminent to a degree almoft in- 
credible, the following early inibtnce was told 
Mr. Bofwell, in his prefence at Lichfield, in 
1776, by his ftep-daughter, Mrs. Lucy Porter, 
as related to her by his mother. When he was 
a child in petticoats, and had learnt to read, 
Mrs.Johufon one morning put the common 
prayer-book into his hands, pointed to the col- 
left for the day, and faid, “ Sam, you muft 
get this by heart.” She went up ftairs, leav- 
ing him to ftudy it: but by the time fhe had 
reached the fecond floor, (he heard him follow- 
ing her. “ What’s the matter ?” faid ihe. 
*c I can fay it,” he replied ; and repeated it 
diftinftly, though he could not have read it 
over more than twice. 

Young 
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Young Johnfon had the misfortune to be 
much afflicted with the fcrophula, or king's 
evil, w'hich disfigured a-countenance naturally 
well formed, and hurt his vifual nerves fo 

much, that he did not fee at ail with one/)f his 
eyes, though its appearance was little difterent 
from that of the other. There is amongft his 
prayers, one infcribed “ IFfon my EYE was 

rejiored to its ufe” which afcertains a defeat that 
many of his friends knew he had. 

He was firft taught to read Englifh by Dame 
Oliver, a widow, who kept a fchool for young 
children in Lichfield. He told Mr. B. fhe 
could read the black letter, and afked him to bor- 
row for her, from his father, a bible in that 
character. When he was going to Oxford, (he 
came to take leave of him, brought him, in the 
fimplicity of her kindnefs, a preient of ginger- 
bread. and faid he was the beft fcholar ihe had 
ever had. He delighted in mentioning this 
early compliment; adding, with a fmile, that 
“ this was as high a proof of his merit as he 
could conceive.” His next inftructor in Eng- 
lifh was a matter, whom, he familiarly called 
Tom Brown, who, faid he, “ pubnfhed a 
fpelling-book, and dedicated it to the UNI- 

VERSE but, I fear, no copy of it can now 
be had.” 

He began to learn Latin with Mr. Hawkins, 
ufher, <r undef-mafter of Lichfield fchool, 
“ a man (faid he) very (kilfulin his little way.” 
With him he continued two years, and then 
role to be under the care of Mr. Hunter the 
head matter, who, according to his account, 
“ was very fevere, and wrong-headedly fevere. 
He ufed (faid he) to beat us unmercifully; and 

i> 2 he 
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he did not diftinguifh between ignorance and 
negligence ; for he would beat a b»y equally 
for not knowing a thing, as for negledting to 
know it.” 

Johnfon did not ftrut or (land on tiptoe: he 
only did not (loop. From his eailieft years, 
his fuperiority was perceived and acknowledg- 
ed. He was from the beginning Av*| A»?f<v», 

akingofmen. His fchool-fellovv, Mr. He£for, 
never knew him correfted at fchool, but for 
talking and diverting other boys from their bu- 
finefs. He feemed to learn by intuition; for 
though indolence and procraftination, were 
inherent in his conftitution, whenever hfe made 
an exertion, he did more than any one elfe. In 
ftort, he is a memorable inftance of what has 
been often obferved, that the boy is the man in 
miniature; and that the diftinguifhing charac- 
teriftics of each individual are the fame, 
through the whole courfe of life. 

He difcovered a great ambition to excel, 
which roufed him to counteradl his indolence. 
He was uncommonly inquifitive ; and his me- 
mory was fo tenacious, that he never forgot 
any thing that he either heard or.read. Mr. 
Heclor remembers having recited to him eigh- 
teen verfes, which, after a little paufe he re- 
peated verbatim, varying only one epithet, by 
which he improved the line. 

Henever joined with the other boys in their 
ordinary diverfions ; his only amufement was 
in winter, when he took a pleafure in being 
drawn upon the ice by a boy barefooted, who 
pulled him along by a garter fixed round'him ; 
no very eafy operation, as his (:ze was remark- 
ably large. 

When 
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When 3 boy, he was immoderately fond of 
reading romances of chivalry, and he retained 
his foncinefs for them thrpugh life. 

Johnfon was, at the age of fifteen, removed 
to the fchool of Stourbridge, in Worcefter- 
fhire, of which Mr. Wentworth was then 
matter. This hep was taken by the advice of. 
his coufin, the Reverend Mr. Ford. At this 
fchool he did not receive fo much benefit as was 
expe&ed. It has been faid, that he a&ed in 
the capacity of an afliftant to Mr. Wentworth, 
in teaching the younger boys. 

He thus difcriminated, to Dr. Percy, Bifijop 
of Dromore, his progrefs at his two grammar- 
fchools. “ At one, I learnt much in the 
fchool, but little from the mailer; in the other, 
I learnt much from the mailer, but little in the 
fchool.” 

He did not remain at Stourbridge much more 
than a year, and then returned home, where he 
may he faid to have lciteied,for two years, in a 
Hate very unworthy his uncommon abilities. 
He had already given feveral proofs of his poe- 
tical genius, both in his fchool-exercifes and in 
other occafional compofitions. 

He palfed the two years which he fpent at 
home, after his return from Stourbridge, in 
what he thought idlenefs, and was fcolded by 
his father for his want of Heady application. 
He had no fettled plan of life, nor looked for- 
ward at all, but merely lived from day to day. 
Yet he read a great deal in a defukory manner, 
without any fcheme of lludy, as chance threw 
books in his way, and inclination directed him 
through them. He ufed to mention one curi- 
ous inllance of his cafual reading, when but a. 

boy. 
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boy. Having imagined that his brother had 
hid feme apples behind a large folio upon an 
upper fhelf in his father’s fhop, he climbed up 
to fearch for them. There were no apples ; 
but the large folio proved to be Petrarch, whom 
he had feen mentioned, in fome preface, as one 
of the reftorers of learning. His curiofity hav- 
ing been thus excited, he fat down with avidity, 
and read a great part of the book. What he 
read during thefe two years, he told Mr. B. 
was not works of mere amufement, “ not voy- 
ages and travels, but all literature. Sir, all an- 
cient writers, all manly ; though but little 
Greek, only fome of Anacreon and Hefiod ; 
but in this irregular manner (added he) I had 
looked into a great many books, which were 
not commonly known at the Univerfities, 
where they feldom read any books but what are 
put into their hands by their tutors j fo that 
when I came to Oxford, Dr. Adams, mafter 
of Pembroke College, told me, I was the beft 
qualified for the Univerfity that he? had ever 
known<ome there.” 

That a man in Mr. Michael Johnfon’s cir- 
cumftances fibould think of fending his fon to 
the expenfive Univerfity of Oxford, at his own 
charge, feems very improbable. The fcheme, 
indeed, would never have taken place, had not 
a gentleman of Shropfhire, one of his fchool- 
fellows, fpontzneoufiy undertaken to fupport 
him at Oxford, in the charadb r of his compa- 
nion ; though, in fatS, he never received any af- 
fiftance whatever from that gentleman. He, 
however, went to Oxford, and was entered a 
Commoner of Pembroke College, on the 31ft 
of October, 172^, being then in his nineteenth 
year.- 

On 
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On the night of Johnfon’s arrival at Oxford, 
his father, who had anxioufly accompanied 
him, found means to have him introduced to 
Mr. Jorden, who was to be his tutor. 

His father feemed very full of the merits of 
his fon, and told the company he was a good 
fcholar, and a poet, and wrote Latin verfes. 
Hrs figure and manner appeared ftrange to 
them; but he behaved morieftly, and fat filent, 
till upon fomething which occurred in the courfe 
of converfation, he fuddtnly flruck in and 
quoted Macrobius ; and thus he gave the firff 
impreflion of that more exrenfive reading in 
which he had indulged himfelf. 

The fifth of November was at that time kept 
with great folemnity at Pembroke College, and 
exercifes upon the fubjeft of the day were re- 
quired. Johnfon negle&ed to perform his, 
which is much to be regretted for hrs vivacity 
of imagination, and force of language, would 
probably have produced fomething fublime up- 
on the gunpowder plot. To apologife for his 
neglect, he gave in a fiiort copy of verfes, en- 

. titled Somnium, containing a common thought; 
“ that the Mufe had come to him in his fleep, 
and whifpered that it did not become him to 
write on fuch fuhje<S!s as politics ; he fhould 
confine himfelf to humble themes.” but the 
verfification was truly Virgiltan. 

The “ morbid melancholy” which was 
lurking into his conftitution, and to which we 
may afcribe thofe particularities, and that aver- 
fion to regular life, which, at a very early 
period, marked his character, gathered Arch 
{Length in his twentieth year, as to afflift him 
in a dreadful manner. While he was at Lich- 

field, 
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field in the College vacation of the year 1729, 
he felt himfelf overwhelmed with an horrible 
hypochondria, with perpetual irritation, fret- 
fulnefs, and impatience; and with a dejection, 
gloom, and defpair, which made exiilence mi- 
1’ery. From this difmal malady he never after- 
wards was perfectly relieved ; and aU his la- 
bours, and all his enjoyments, were but tem- 
porary interruptions of its baleful influence. 

But, amidft the oppre-ffion and diftradlion of 
a difeafe which very few have felt in its full ex- 
tent, but many have experienced in a flightcr 
degree, Johnfon, in his writings, and in his 
converfation, never failed to difplay all the va- 
rieties of intellectual excellence. In his march 
through this world to a better, his mind ftill 
appeared grand and brilliant, and imprefled all 
around him with the truth of Virgil’s uoble 
fentiment—“ Igneus eji ollis vigor et calejiis 

crigo.” 
He communicated to Mr. B. the following 

particulars upon thefubjedt of his religious pro- 
gress. “ I fell into an inattention to religion, 
or an indifference about it, in my ninth year. 
The church at Lichfield, in which we had a 
feat, wanted reparation, fo I was to go and find 
a feat in other churches ; and having bad eyes, 
and being, aukward about this, I ufed to go 
and read in the fields on Sunday. This habit 
continued till my fourteenth year; and flill I 
find a great reludbnce to go to church. I then 
became a fort of lax talker againft religion, for 
I did not much think againft it ; and this lafled 
till J went to Oxford, where it would not be 

fuffiered. When at Oxford, 1 took up ‘ Law’s 
Serious Call to the Unconverted,’ expe&ing to 

find 
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find it a dull book, (as fucli books generally 
are) and perhaps to laugh at it. But I found 
Law quite an overmatch for me; and this was 
the firft pccafion of my thinking in earneft of 
religion, after I became capable of rational in- 
quiry.” From this time forward, religion was the 
predominant objedi of his thoughts; though, 
with the juft fentiments of a confcientious 
chriftian, he lamented that his pra&ice of its 
duties fell far Ihort of what it ought to be. 

No man had a more ardent love of literature, 
or a higher refpedi: for it, than Johnfon. His 
apartment in Pembroke College was that upon 
the fecond floor, over the gateway. The en- 
thufiafts of learning will ever contemplate it 
with veneration. One day, while he was fit- 
ting in it quite alone, Dr. Panting, then maf- 
ter of the College, whom he called “ a fine 
Jacobite fellow,” overheard him uttering this 
foliloquy in his ftrong emphatic voice: 
“ Well, I have a mind* to fee what is done in 
other places of learning. I’ll gp and vifit the 
Univerfities abroad. I’ll go to France and 
Italy. I’ll go to Padua. And I’ll mind my 
bufinefs. For an Athenian blockhead is the 
worft of all blockheads.” 

From the information of Dr. Taylor, Mr. 
B. gives a very ftrong inftance of that rigid 
honefty which Mr. Johnfon ever inflexibly pre- 
ierved. Taylor had obtained his father’s con- 
tent to be entered at Pembroke, that he might 
be with.his fchoolfellow Johnfon, with whom, 
though fome years older than himfelf, he was 
very intimate. This would have been a great 
cornfart to Johnfon. But he fairly told l ay- 
lor that he could not, in confcience, fuffei him 
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to enter where he knew he could not have an 
able tutor. He then made inquiry all round the 
Univerfity, and having found that Mr. Bate- 
man, of Chrift-Church, was the tutor of high- 
eft reputation, Taylor was entered of that Col- 
lege. Mr. Bateman’s le&ures were fo excel- 
lent, that Johnfon ufed to come and get them 
at fecond-hand from Taylor, till his poverty 
being fo extreme, that his flioes were worn out, 
and his feet appeared through them, he faw that 
this humiliating circumftance was perceived by 
the Chrift-church men, and he came no more. 
He was too proud to accept of money, and 
fomebody having fet a new pair of {hoes at his 
door, he threw them away with indignation. 
How muft we feel when we read fuch an anec- 
dote of Samuel Johnfon ! 

The res avgufta domi prevented him from 
Having the advantage of a complete academical 
education. The friend to whom he had trufted 
for fupport had deceived him. His debts in 
College, though not great, were increafing ; 
and his fcanty remittances from Lichfield, 
which had all along been made with great diffi- 
culty, could be fupplied no longer, his father 
having fallen into a ftate of infolvency. Com- 
pelled, therefore, by itrefiftible neceflity, he 
left the College in autumn, 1731, without a 
degree, having been a member of it little more 
than three years. 

And now Johnfon returned to his nati ve city 
deftitute, and not knowing how he (hould gain 
even a deceit livelihood. His father’s misfor* 
tunes in trade rendered him unable to fupport 
bis fon; and for fome time there appeared no 

means 
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means by which he could maintain himfelf. In 
the December of this year his father died. 

The ftate of poverty in which he died, ap- 
pears from a note in one of Johnfon’s little 
diaries of the following year, which ftrongly 
difplays his fpirit and virtuous dignity of mind. 
“ 1732, yu/ii 15. Undecim aureos depofuiy quo 
die quicquid ante matris funus (quod ferum fit 

precor) de paternis bonis Jperari licet, viginti fci~ 

licet libras accepi. Ujque adeo mihi fortuna fin- 

genda efi. Interea, ne pauper tate vires animi 

languefcant, tiecin fiagitia egeflas abigat, caven- 

dum.—1 layed by eleven guineas on this day, 
when I received twenty pounds, being all that 
I have reafon to^hope for out of my father’s 
effefls, previous to the death of my mother; 
an event which I pray GOD may be very re- 
mote. I now, therefore, fee that I muft make 
my own fortune. Meanwhile, let me take 
care that the powers of my mind may not be 
debilitated by poverty, and that indigence do 
not force me into any criminal a£t.” 

Johnfon was fo far fortunate, that the ref- 
pedtable chara&er of his parents, and his own 
merit, had, from his eajlieft years, fecured 
him a kind reception in the beft families at 
Lichfield. 

In the forlorn ftate of his circnmftances he 
accepted of an offer to be employed as ufher in 
the fchool of Market-Bofworth, in Leiceffer- 
fhire, to which it appears, from one of his 
little fragments of a diary, that he went on foot, 
on the 16th of July,—“ “Julii i6. Bofivortiam 

pedes petii.” 

This employment was very irkfome to him 
in every refpedl, and he complained grievoufly 

of 
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of it in his letters- to his friend Mr. He&or, 
who was now fettled as a furgeon at Bir- 
mingham j and, after fuffering for a few 
months fuch complicated mifcry, he relinquilh- 
ed a fituation which all his life afterwards he 
recollefted with the ftrongeft avcriion, and 
even a degree of horror. But it is probable 
that at this period, whatever uneafineis he may 
have endured, he laid the foundation of . much 
future eminence by application to his (ludies. ■ 

Being now again totally unoccupied, he was 
invited by Mr. He&or to pafs fome time with 
him at Birmingham, as his guelt, at the houfe 
of Mr. Warren, with whom Mr. Hedtor lodg- 
ed and boarded. Mr. Warren was the firlt 
eftabliflied book feller in Birmingham, and was 
very attentive to Johnfon, who he foon found 
could be of much fervice to him in his trade, 
by his knowledge of literature; and he even 
obtained the affiffance of his pen in furnifhing 
fome numbers of a periodical tfiay printed 
in the newfpaper, of which Warren was pro- 
prietor. 

He continued to live as Mr. He&or’s guefl 
for about fix months, and then hired lodgings 
in another part of the town, finding himfelf as 
well fituated at Birmingham as he luppofed he 
could be anywhere, while he had no fettled 
plan of life, and very fcanty means of fub- 
fiftence. He made fome valuable acquaint- 
ances there, amongft whom were Mr. Porter, a 
mercer, whole widow he afterwards married, 
and Mr. Taylor, who by his ingenuity in me- 
chanical inventions, and his tuccefs in trade, 
acquired an immenfe fortune. But the comfort 
of being near Mr. HetSlor, his old fchoolfellow 
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and intimate friend, was Johnfon’s chief in- 
ducement to continue here. 

Having mentioned that he had read at Pem- 
broke College a Voyage to Abyffinia, by Lo- 
bo, a Portuguefe jefuite, and that he thought an 
abridgement and tranflation of it from the 
French into Englifh might be an ufeful and 
profitable publication, Mr. Warren and Mr. 
Heftor joined in urging him to undertake it. 
Fie accordingly agreed ; and the book not be- 
ing to be found in Birmingham, he borrowed it 
of Pembroke College. 

The book was completed, and was publiflied 
in 1735, with LONDON upon the title page, 
though it was in reality printed at Birmingham, 
a device too common with”provincial publifh- 
ers. For this work he had from Mr. Warren 
only the fum of five guineas ! 

johnfon returned to Lichfield early in 1734, 
and in Auguft that year he made an attempt to 
procure fome little fubfiftence by his peri ; for 
he. publ.fhed propqfals for printing by fubferip- 
tion the Latin poems of Politian. 

It appeals thSt,KiS brother Nathanael had ta- 
ken up his father’s trade; for it is mentioned, 
that “ fubfciiptions are taken in by the editor, 
or N. Johnfon, bookfeller, of Lichfield.” 
Notwithlfanding the merit of Johnfon, and the 
cheap,price at which this tranflation, with its 
accompanyments, was offered, there were not 
fubfenbers enough to infure a fufficient fale; fo 
the work never appeared, and, probably, never 
was executed. 

Johnfon had, from his early youth, been fen- 
fible to the influence of female charms. When 
at Stourbridge fchool, he was much enamoured 

of 



14 SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

of Olivia Lloyd, a young quaker, to whom he 
wrote a copy of verles; and he afterwards con- 
ceived a tender paffion for Mifs Lucy Porter, 
daughter of the lady whom he afterwards mar- 
ried. 

His juvenile attachments to the fair fex were, 
however, very tranfient; and it is certain, that 
he formed no criminal comie&ioH whatfoever. 
In his younger days his condudl was ftri&ly 
virtuous in that refpectand though he Iqved to 
exhilarate himfelf with wine, he was never in- 
toxicated but once. 

When he was firft introduced to Mrs. Por- 
ter, his appearance was very forbidding : he 
was then lean and lank, fo that his immenfe 
ftrudlure of bones was hideoufly {fi iking to the 
eye, and the fears of the fcrophula were deeply 
vifible. He alfo wore his hair, which was 
ftraight and ftifl’, and feparated behind ; and 
he often had, feemingly, convulfive darts and 
odd gefticulations, which tended to excite at 
once furpi ife and ridicule. Mrs. Porter was fo 
much engaged by his converfation, that flie 
overlooked all thefe external difadvantages, and 
faid to her daughter, “ This is the mod fen- 
fible man that I ever faw in my life.” 

Though Mrs. Porter was double the age of 
Johnfon, and her perfon and manner were by 
no means pleafing to others, fhe muft Have had 
a fuperiority of underftanding and talents, as 
file certainly infpired him with a more than or- 
dinary paffion ; and die having fignified her 
willingnefs to accept of his hand, he went to 
Lichfield'to afkhis mother’s confent of the mar- 
riage, which he could not but be confcious was 
a very imprudent fcheme, both on account of 

their 
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their defparity of years, and her want of for- 
tune. But Mrs. Johnfon knew too well the 
ardour of her fon’s temper, and was too tender 
a parent, to oppofe his inclinations. 

The following curious account of their jour- 
ney to church upon the nuptial morn, was 
givfn to Mr. B. by the Doctor bimfelf. “ Sir, 
the had read the old romances, and had got in- 
to her head the fantaftical notion that a woman 
of fpirit fhould ufe her lover like a dog. So, 
Sir, at firft fhe told me that I rode too faff, and 
fhe could not keep up with me; and, when I 
rode a little flower, fhe palled me, and com- 
plained that I lagged behind. I was not to be 
made the flave of caprice ; and 1 refolved to be- 
gin as I meant to end. 1 therefore pufhed on 
brifkly, till I was fairly out of her fight. The 
road lay between two hedges, fo 1 was fure fhe 
could not mifs it; and I contrived that fhe 
fhould foon come up with me. When fhe did, 
I obferved her to be in tears.” 

He now fet up a private academy, for 
which purpofe he hired a large houfe, well fi- 
tuated near his native city. In the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine for 1736, there is the follow- 
ing advertifement: “ At Edial, near Lichfield; 
in Staftordfhire, young gentlemen are boarded 
and taught the Latin and Greek languages, by 
SAMUEL JOHNSON.” But the only pupils that 
were put under his care were the celebrated 
David Garrick and his brother George, and a 
Mr. Offely, a young gentleman of good for- 
tune, who died early. 

Johnfon was not more fatisfied with his fi- 
tuation as the mafter of an academy, than with 
that of the ufher of a fehao!; we need not 

wonder. 
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wonder, therefore, that he did not keep his 
academy above a year and a half. From Mr. 
Garrick’s account he did not appear to have 
been profoundly reverenced by his pupils. His 
oddities of manner, and uncouth gefticulations, 
could not but be the fubjeft of merriment to 
them ; and, in particular, the young rogues 
ufed to liften at the door of his bedchamber, 
and peep through the key-hole, that they might 
turn into ridicule his tumultuous and aukward 
fondnefs for Mrs. Johnfon, whom he ufed to 
name by the familiar appellation of Tetty or 
Tetjy, which, like Betty or Betfy, is provinci- 
ally ufed as a contradion for Elizabeth, her 
chriftian name, but which to us feems ludi- 
crous, when applied to a woman of her age 
and appearance. Mr. Garrick has deferibed 
her as very fat, with a bofom of more than or- 
dinary protuberance, with fwelled cheeks, of a 
fiorid red, produced by thick painting, and in- 
creafed by the liberal ufe of cordials ; flaring 
and fantaltic in her drefs, and affedted both in 
her fpeech and her general behaviour. 

While Johnfon kept his acaderriy, he wrote 
a great part of his tragedy of IRENE. When 
he had finiihed fome part of it, he read what he 
hade done to Mr. Walmfley, who objedted to 
his having already brought his heroine into 
great diftrefs, and afked him “ how can you 
poflibly contrive to plunge her into deeper cala- 
mity r” johnfon, in fly alluflon to the fuppofed 
oppreifive proceedings of the court of which 
Mr. Walmfley was regifler, replied, “ Sir, I 
can put her into the Spiritual Court!” 

Jotinfon now thought of trying his fortune 
in London, the great field of genius and ex- 

ertion, 
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ertion, where talents of every kind have the 
failed fcope, and the higheft encouragement. 
It is a memorable circumftance, that his pupil 
David Garrick went thither at the fame time, 
with intention to complete his education, and 
follow the profeffion of the law, from which he 
was foon diverted by his decided preference for 
the ftage. 

How he employed himfelf upon his firft com- 
ing to London is not particularly known. Mr. 
Walmfley gave him a letter of introdu£lion to 
Lintot his bookfeller; but Mr. Cave was the 
firft publifher by whom his pen was engaged 
in London. 

He had a little money when he came to town, 
and he knew how he could live in the cheapeft 
manner. His firft lodgings were at the houfe 
of Mr. Norris, a ftaymaker, in Exeter-ftreer, 
adjoining to Catharine-ftreet, in the Strand. 
“ I dined (faid he) very well for eight-pence, 
with very good company, at the Pine Apple in 
New-ftreet, juft by. Several pf them had 
travelled. 1 hey expelled to meet every day ; 
but did not know one another’s names. It ufed 
to coft the reft a (hilling, for they drank wine ; 
but I had a cut of meat for fix-pence, and bread 
for a penny, and gave the waiter a penny; fo 
that 1 was quite well ferved, nay, better than 
the reft, for they gave the waiter nothing.” 

Amidft this cold obfcurity, there was one 
brilliant circumftance to cheer him; he was 
well acquainted with Mr. Henry Hervey, one 
of the branches of the noble family of that name, 
who had been quartered at Lichfield as an offi- 
cer of the army, and had at this time a houfe 
in London, where Johnfon was frequently 

entertained. 
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entertained, and had an opportunity of meeting 
genteel company. 

In the courfe of the fummer he .returned to 
Lichfield, where he had left Mrs. Johnfon, 
and there he at laft finilhed his tragedy, which 
was not executed with his rapidity of compofi- 
tion upon other occafions, but was fiowly and 
painfully elaborated. •< 

Johnfon’s refidence at Lichfield, on his re- 
turn to it at this time, was only for three 
months ; and as he had as yet feen but a fmall 
part of the wonders of the metropolis, he had 
little to tell his townfmen. 

He now removed to London with Mrs John- 
fon ; but her daughter, who had lived with 
them at Edial, was left with her relations in the 
country. His lodgings were for fome time in 
Woodftock-fireet, near Hanover-fquare, and 
afterwards in Caftle-ftreet, near Cavendifh- 
fquare. 

His tragedy being by this time, as he thought, 
completely finiflied and fit for the ftage, he was 
very defirous that it ihould be brought forward. 
Mr. Peter Garrick and Johnfon went together 
to the Fountain tavern, and read it over, and he 
afterwards folicited Mr. Fleetwood, the paten- 
tee of Drury-lane theatre, to have it a£ted at 
his houfe; but Mr. Fleetwood would not ac- 
cept it, probably becaufe it was not patronifed 
by fome man of high rank; and it was not 
adled till 1749, when his friend David Garrick 
was manager of that theatre. 

His firft performance in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, which for many years was his prin- 
cipal refource for employment and fupport, was 
a Copy of Latin verfes, in March, 1738, ad- 

d relied 
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drefTed to the editor in fo happy a ftyle of com- 
pliment, that Cave muft have been deftitute 
both of taftb and fenfibility, had he not felt 
himfelf highly gratified. 

It appears that he was now enlifted by Mr. 
Cave as a regular coadjutor in his magazine, 
by which he probably obtained a tolerable live- 
lihood, At what time, or by what means, he 
had acquired a competent knowledge both of 
French and Italian, is not known; but he was 
fo well (killed in them, as to be fufficiently qua- 
lified for a tranflator. That part of his labour 
which confifted in emendation and improvement 
of the production of other contributors, like 
that employed in levelling ground, can be per- 
ceived only by thofe who had an opportunity of 
comparing the original with the altered copy. 
What we certainly know to have been done by 
him in this way, was the Debates in both 
houfes of Parliament, under the name of “The Senate of Lilliput,” fometimes with feigned 
denominations of the feveral fpeakers, (ome- 
times with denominations formed of the letters 
of their real names, in the manner of vrhat is 
called anagram, fo that they might eafily be 
decyphered. Parliament then kept the prefs in 
a kind of myfterious awe, which made it necef- 
fary to have recourfe to fuch devices. 

Thus was Johnfon employed, during fome of 
the beft years of his life, as a mere literary la- 
bourer “ for gain, not glory,” folely to obtain 
an honeft fupport. He however indulged him- 
felf in occafional little (allies, which the French 
fo happily exprefs by rhe term jtux d'tfprit, and 
which will be noticed in their order, in the pro- 
grefs of thefe memoirs. 

But 
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But what firft difplayed his tranfcendent pow- 

ers, and “ gave the world affurance of the 
Man,” was his “ London, a Poem, in Imi- 
tation of the Third Satire of Juvenal,” which 
came outin May this year, and burft forth with 
a fplendour, the rays of which will for r-ver en- 
circle his name. 

It has been generally faid, that Johnion of- 
fered his “ London” to feveral bookfvSIers, 
none of whom would purchafe it. To this, cir- 
cumftance Mr. Derrick alludes in the following 
lines of his “Fortune, a Rhapsody:” 

“ Will no kind patron Johnson own ? Shall Johnson friendlefs range the town ? And every publifher refufe The offspring of his happy Mufe ?’’ 
The worthy, modeft, and ingenious Mr. 

Robert Dodlley, however, had talte enough to 
perceive its uncommon merit, and thought it 
creditable to have a (hare in it. The fa£i is, 
that, at a conference, he bargained for the 
whole property of it, for which he gave Johnfon 
ten guineas, who obferved on the occafion to 
one of his friends, “ I might, perhaps, have 
accepted oflefs; but that Papl Whitehead had a little before got ten guineas for a poem ; and 
I would not; take lefs than Paul Whitehead.” 

Johnfon s “ London” was publifhed in 
May, 1738; and it is remarkable, that it came 
out on the fame morning with Pope’s fatire, 
entitled “ 1738 ;” fo that England had at 
once its Juvenal and Horace as poetical moni- 
tors. 

Every 
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Every body was delighted with it; and there 

being no name to it, the firft buz of the literary 
circles was “ here is an unknown poet, greater 
even than Pope.” And it is recorded, that 
it “ got to the fecond edition in the courfeof 
a week.” 

Pope, who then filled the poetical throne 
without a rival, it may reafonably be prefumed, 
muft have been particularly Ifruck by the fudden 
appearance of fuch a poet; and, to his credit, 
let it be remembered, that his feelings and con- 
duit on the occafion were candid and liberal. 
He requefted Mr. Richardfon, fon of the 
painter, to endeavour to find out who this new 
author was. Mr. Richardfon, after fome in- 
quiry, having informed him that he had dif- 
covered only that his name was Johnfon, and 
that he was fome obfcure man, Pope faid, “ He 
will foon be deterre.” 

Joh»ifon ufed to be a pretty frequent vifitor 
at the houfe of Mr. Richardfon, author of Cla- 
rifia, and other novels of extenfive reputation. 
Mr. Hogarth came one day to fee Richardfon, 
foon after the execution of Dr. Camerort, for 
hiving taken arms for the houfd of Stuart in 
1745-6 ; and being a warm partifan of George 
the Second, he obferved to Richardfon, that 
certainly there muft have been fome very un- 
favourable circumftances lately difcovered in 
ths particular cafe,- which had induced the 
King to approve of an execution for rebellion fo 
long after the time when it was committed, as 
this had the appearance of putting a man to 
death in cold blood, and was very unlike his 
Majefiy’s ufual clemency. While he was talk- 
ing, he perceived a perfon {landing at a window 
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in the room, (baking his head, and rolling himfelf about in a ((range ridiculous manner. 
He concluded that he was an ideot, whom his 
relatiops had put under the care of Mr. Richard- 

' fon, as a very good man. To his great fur 
prife, however, this figure ftalked forwards to where he and Mr. Richardfon were fitting, and 
all at .once took up the argument, and burft out 
into an invedtive againft George the Second, 
as one, who, upon all occafions, was unre- 
lenting and barbarous; mentioning manyin- 
llances, particularly, that when an officer of 
high rank had been acquitted by a Court Mar- 
tial, George the Second had, with his own 
hand, (truck his name off -the lift. In (liort, 
he difplayed fuch a power of eloquence, that 
Hogarth looked at him with aftonilhment, and 
adiudly imagined that this ideot had been at 
the moment infpired. Neither Hogarth nor 
Johnfon were made known to each other at this 
interview. 

In 1741 his tragedy of Irene had been for 
fome time ready for the flage, and his neceffinies 
made him defirous of getting as much as he 
could for it, without delay ; but he could on 
no reafonable terms difpofe of it. The following; exquifitively beautiful Ode 
has not been inferted in any of the collections of 
Johnfon’s poetry, written by him at a very 
early period. 

FRIENDSHIP, an ODE. 
Friendship, peculiar boon of heaven. The noble mind’s delight and pride, To men and angels only given. To all the lower world deny’d. While 
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While love, unknown among the bleft. Parent of thoufand wild defires, . The favage and the human breaft Torments alike with raging fires. 
With bright, but oft deftrutSive, gleam, Alike o’er all his lightnings fly; Thy lambent glories only beam Around the fav rites of the Iky. 
Thy gentle flows of guiltlefs joys On fools and villains ne’er defcend ; In vain for thee the tyrant fighs, And hugs a flatterer for a friend. 
Diredtrefs of the brave and juft, O guide us through life's darkibme way, / nd let the tortures of miftruft On fclfilh bofoms only prey. 
Nor fhall thine ardours ceafe to glow. When fouls to blifsful climes remove : What rais'd our virtue here below. Shall aid our happinefs above. 

His circumftances were at this <ime [1743] 
much embarrafit-d ; yet his affe&ion for his mo- 
ther was Co warm, ar,d fo liberal, that he took 
upon himfeif a debt cf hers, which, thou.h 
fmall in itfelf, w..s then confiderable to him. 
This appears ftom the following letter which he 
wrote to Mr. Levett, of Lichfield, the original 
of which is in the pofleffion of Mr. B. 

To Mr. Levett, in Lichfield. 
“ StR, December j, 1743. 

“ I am extremely forry that we have en- croached to much upon your forbearance with 
refpedt to theintereft, which a great perplexity 

of 
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ofafFairs hindered me From thinking of with that 
attention that I ought, and which I am .not 
immediately able to remit to you, but will pay 
it (I think twelve pounds) in two months. I 
look upon this, and on the future intereft of 
that mortgage, as my own debt; and beg that 
you will be pleafed to give me dire&ions how to 
pay it, and not mention it to my dear mother. 
Jf it be neceilary to pav this in lefs time, I be- 
lieve I can do it; but I take two months for 
certainty, and beg an anfwer whether you can 
allow me fo much time. I think myfelf very 
much obliged to your forbearance, and fliall ef- 
teem it a great happinefs to be able to ferve 
you. I. have great opportunities of difperfmg 
any thing that you may think it proper to make 
public. I will give a note for the money, pay- 
able at the time mentioned, to any one here that 
you fliall appoint. 1 am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 
And moil humble'-fervant, 

S^m. Johnson. 
A t Mr. Olborne’s, bockfeller, in Gray’s Inn.” 

His life of Baretier was now re-pub!iflied in 
a pamplet by itfelf. But he produced one work 
this year, fully fufficient to maintain the 
high reputation which he had acquired. This 
was “ The Life of Richard Savage •” 
a man, of whom it is difficult to fpeak imparti- 
ally without wondering that he was for fome 
time the intimate companion of Johrlfon ; for 
his chara£ter was marked by profligacy, info- 
lence, and ingratitude: yet, as he undoubtedly 
had a warm and vigorous, though unregulated 
mind, had feen life in all its varieties, and been much 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 25 
much in the company of the ftatefmen and wits of his 
time, he could communicate to Johnfon an abundant 
fupply of fuch materials as his philofophical curiofity 
moft eagerly defired ; and as Savage’s misfortunes and 
mifcondu£t had reduced him to the loweft ftate of 
wretchednefs as a writer for bread, his vifits to St. 
John’s Gate naturally brought Johnfon and him 
together. 

it is melancholy to reflect, that Johnfon and Sa- 
vage were fornetimes in fuch extreme indigence, 
that they could not pay for a lodging; fo that they 
have wandered together whole nights in the ftreets. 
Yet in thefe almoft incredible fcenes of diftrefs, we 
may fuppofe that Savage mentioned many of the 
anecdotes with which Johnfon afterwards enriched 
the life of this unhappy companion, and thofeof other 
poets. 

He mentioned to Sir Jofhua Reynolds, that onS 
night in .particular, when Savage and he walked 
round St. James’s-fquare for want of a lodging, they 
were not at all depreffed by their fituation, but in 
high fpirits and brimful of patriotifm, traverfed the 
fquare for feveral hours, inveighed againfl: the mi- 
nifter, and “ refolved they would Jiar.d by ihtir 
taunlry.” 

In February, 1744, the celebrated “ Life of 
Savage” was piibiifhed. In this work, although 
it mu ft be allowed that its morj is the reverie of—: 

“ Rtfp-icere exemplar vita morumque jubebo” a very ufeful ielfon is inculcated, to guard men of warm 
pnffions from a too free indulgence of them ; and 

*\he various' incidents are related in fo clear and ani- 
ma ed a manner, and illuminated throughout with 
fo much philofophy, that it is one of the moft in- 
terefting narratives in the Englifh language. 

He exhibits the genius of Savage to the beft ad- 
vantage, in the fpec;mens' of his poetry which he' 
has ideded feme of which are of uncommon merit. 

C It 
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It is remarkable, that in this biographical difquiii - 

tion there appears a very ftrong fympton of John- 
lon’s prejudice againft players ; a prejudice, which 
may be attributed to the following caufes : firft, the 
imperfe£tion of his organs, which were fo defe&ive 
that he was not fufceptible of the fine impreffions 
yvhich theatrical excellence produces upon the gene- 
rality of mankind; fecondly, the cold reje&ion of 
his tragedy; and, laftly, the brilliant fuccefs of 
Ga rick, who had been his pupil, who had come to 
London at the fame time with him, not in a much 
more profperous ftate than himfelf, and whofe talents 
he undoubtedly rated low, compared with his own. 
His being outftripped by his pupil in the race of im- 
mediate fame, as well as of fortune, probably made 
him feel fome indignation, as thinking that what- 
ever might be Garrick’s merits in his art, the reward 
was too-great when compared with what the moft 
iuccefsful eft'orts of literary labour could attain. At 
all periods of his life, Johnfon ufed to talkconlemp- 
tuoufiy of players; but in this work he (peaks of 
them with peculiar acrimony; for w'hich, perhaps, 
there was formerly too much reafon, from the licen- 
tious and difiblute manners of thofe engaged in that 
profeffion. 

His fchoollir.ow and friend, Dr. Taylor, told 
Mr. B. a pleafant anecdote of Johnfon’s triumph- 
ing over ‘his pupil David Garrick. When thaf 
great adorhad played fome little time at Gocdman’s- 
fields, Johnfoh and Taylor went to fee him perform, 
and afterwards paflfed the evening at a tavern with 
him and old Gilfard. Johnfon, who was ever de- 
preciating ftage-players, after cenfuring fome mif- 
takes in emphafis whidi Garrick had committed in 
the courfe of that night’s admg, faid, “ The players, 
Sir, have got a kind of rant, with which they run 
on, without any icgard enher to accent or empha- 
fis.” Botia Garrick and GifTard were offended at this farcafm, 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 27 
farcafm, and endeavoured to refute it; upon which 
johnfon rejoined, “Well now. I’ll give you fome- 
thing to fpeak. With which you are little acquainted, 
and then we fhall fee how juft my obfervation is. 
That fhall be the criterion. Let me hear you repeat 
the ninth Commandment, ‘Thou {halt not bear falfe 
witnefs againft thy neighbour.” Both tried at it, faid 
Dr. Taylor, and both miftook the emphafis, which ■ fhould be upon not and falfe witnefs. Johnfon put 

| them right, and enjoyed his victory with great glee. 
I In 1745 he publifhed a pamphlet entitled “ Mif- cellaneous Obfervations on the Tragedy of Macbeth, ■ with Remarks on Sir T. H.’s (Sir Thomas Han- 
rj mer’s) Edition of Shakfpeare.” To which he affixed, 

propofals for a new edition of that poet, 
r As we do not trace any thing elfe publilhed by 

him during the courfe of this year, we may con- 
jecture that he was occupied entirely with that work. 
But the little encouragement which was given by 
the public to his anonymous propofals for the exe- 
cution of a talk which Warburton was known to 
have undertaken, probably damped his ardour. His 
pamphlet, however, was highly efteemed, and was 
fortunate enough to obtain the approbation even of 
the fupercilious Warburton bimfelf. 

In 1746 it is probable that he was ftill employed 
upon his Shakfpeare, which perhaps he laid afide 

j for a time, upon account of the high expectations 
which were formed of Warburton’s edition of that 
great poet. It is fomewhat curious, that his literary 

: career appears to have been almoft totally fufpended ;) in the years i 74.3 and 1746, thofe years which were 
marked.by a civil war in Great Britain, when a rafli 
attempt was made to reftore the Houfe of Stuart to the throne. 'T hat he had a tendernefs for that un- 
fortunate Houfe, is well known ; and fome may 
fancifully imagine, that a fympathetic anxiety im- 
peded the exertion of his intellectual powers: but 

' C 2 Mr. 
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Mr. B. is inclined to think, that he was, during this 
time, fketching the outlines of his great philological 
work. 

In 1747 his bid pupil and friend, David Garrick, 
having become joint patentee and manager of Drury- 
lane theatre, Johnfon honoured his opening of it 
with a Prologue, which for juft and manly dramatic 
criticifm, on the whole range of the Englifti ftage, 
as well as for poetical excellence, is unrivalled. 
This year is diftinguiflied as the epoch when John- 
fon’s arduous work, his Dictionary of the 
English Language, was announced 

How long this immenfe undertaking had been the 
obj'Tf of his contemplation, is not known. Mr. B. 
once alked him by what means he had attained to 
that aftonifhing knowledge of our language, by 
which he was enabled to realife a defign of fuch 
extent, and accumulated difficulty. He Lid, that 
“ it was riot the effect of particular fttidy; but that 
it, had grown up in his mind infenfibly.” Mr. B. has been informed by Mr. James Dodfley, that feve- ral years before this period, when Johnfpn was one 
day fitting in his brother Robert’s ftiop, he heard his 
brother fuggeft to him, that a Dictionary of the 
Englifti Language w'ould be a work that would be 
well received by the public; that Johnfon feemed at 
firft to catch at the propofition, but, after a paufe, 
faid, in his abrupt deciftve manner, “ 1 believe I 
{hall not undertake it.” That he, however, had 
beftowed much thought upon the fubjcct, before be 
publilhcd his “ Plan,” is evident from the enlarged, 
clear and accurate views which it exhibits; and we 
find him mentioning in that trad, that many of the 
writers whqfe teftimonies were to be produced as 
authorities, were feleded by Pope, which proves 
that he had been furniftied, probably by Mr. Ro- 
bert Dodfley, w'irh whatever hints that eminent 
poet had contributed towards a great literary pro- 
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jeft, that had been the fubjeit of important conft- 
deration in a former reign. 

The bookfellers who contracted with Johnfon* 
fingle and unaided, for the execution of a work, 
which in other countries ^as not been efft<3ed but 
by the co operating exertions of many, were Mr. 
Robert Dodfley, Mr. Charles Hitch, Mr. Andrew 
Millar, the two Meffieurs Longman, and the two 
Meffieurs Knapton. The, price flipulated was fif- 
teen hundred and fe verity-five pounds. 

The “ Plan, was add relied to Philip Dormer Ear'' 
of Chefterfield, then one of his Majefty’s Principal' 
Secretaries of State, a nobleman who was very ambi- 
tious of literary diftin£tion, and who, upon being 
informed of the delign, had exprefied himfelf in 
terms very favourable to its fuccefs. ' 

There is, perhaps, in every thing of any confe- 
quence, a fecret hiftory which it wmuld be amufing 
to know, could we have it authentically communi - 
(‘ated. Johnfon told-Mr. B. “ Sir, the way in 
which the Plan of my Didtionarv came to be in- 
feribed to Lord Chefterfitld, was this: 1 had neglect- 
ed to write it by the time appointed. Dodfley fug- 
gefled a defire to have it addrefied to Lord Cheficr- 
field. 1 laid hold of this as a pretext for delay, that 
it might be better done, and let Dodfley have his 
defire. I faid to my friend Dr; B.itlvurii, ‘ Now if 
any good comes of my addrefling to Lord Cherter- 
field, it will be aferibed to deep poliev, when, in- 
facf, it was only a cafua! excufe for lazin' is. 

Dr. Adams, found him one cl iy buly at Ids 
Didtionary,. when the following dialogue enfued. 
“ Adap/is. This is a great work, Sir. How are 
you to get all the etymologies ? Johnson. Why, 
Sir, here is a fhelf with Junius, and Skinner, and 
others 5 and there is a Welch gentleman who has 
publilhed a colle&ion of Welch proverbs, who wiil 
help me with the Welch. Adams, But, Sir, how 

can 
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can you do this in three years ? Johnson. Sir, I have 
no doubt that I can do it in three years. Adams. 
But the French ..Academy, which confifts of forty 
members, took forty years to compile their Dicti- 
onary. Johnson. Sir, thus it is. This is the 
proportion. Let me fee; forty times forty is fix- 
tcen hundred. As three to fixteen hundred, fo is 
the proportion of an Englifliman to a Frenchman.” 
With fo much cafe and pleafantry could he talk of 
that prodigious labour which he had undertaken to 
execute. 

For the mechanical part, he employed fix amanu- 
enfcs ; and let it be remembered by the natives of 
Nor h-Britain, to whom he is fuppofed to have been 
io hoftile, that five of them were of that country. 

. While the DiClionary was goihg forward, Johnfon 
lived part of "the time in Holborn, part in Gough • 
iquare, Fleet ftreet ; and he had an upper room fit- 
ted up like a countin'g-houfe for the purpofe, in which 
he gave to the copyifts their feveral tafks. The. 
•words, partly taken, from other DiCbonaries, and 
partly fuppltcd by himfelf, having been firft written down with fpaces left between them, he delivered in 
writing their etymologies, definitions, and various 
bonifications. The authorities were copied from 
the books themfelves, in which he had marked the 
pafi'ages with a black-lead pencil, the traces of which 
could eafily be effaced. 

The ncctflary expence of preparing a work of fuch 
magnitude for the prefs, muff have been a confidera- 
ble deduCfion from the price flipulafed to be paid for 
the copy-right. Nothing was allowed by the book- 
fellers on that account; and a large portion, of it 
having, by miffake, been written upon both Tides of 
the paper, fo as to be inconvenient for the compoiitor, 
it coft -him twenty pounds to have it tranfetibed upon 
one fide only. He 
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He is now to be confidered as “ tugging at his 
oar,” as engaged in a fteady continued courfe of oc 
cupation, fufficient to employ all his time for fomp 
years, and which was the belt preventive of th:ip 
conftitutional melancholy which was ever lurking 
about him, ready to trouble his quiet. But his en- 
larged and lively mind could not be fatisfied without 
more diverfity of employment, and the pleafure of am 
mated relaxation. He therefore not only exerted his, 
talents in occafional compofit'on very different from 
Lexicography, but formed a club in Ivy-lane, Pater- 
nofter-row, with a view to ynjoy literary difeuffion, 
and amufe his evening hours. The members aflo- 
ciated with him in this little fociety were his beloved 
friend Dr. Richard Bathurtf, Mr. Hawkefworth, 
afterwards well known by his writings, Mr, John 
Hawkins, an attorney, and a few others of different 
profeffions. 

Mr. Dodffey, in 1748, brought out his Pitncrp- 
tor ; and to this meritorious work Johnfon furnifhed 
“ The Preface,” containing a general fketch of the book, with a fhort and perfpicuous recommendation 
of each article; as alfo, “ The Viffon of Theodore 
the Hermit, found in his Cell,” a moft beautiful alle- 
gory of human life, under the figure of afeending the 
mountain of exiffence. The Bilhop of Dromore 
heard Dr. Johnfon fay, that he thought this was the 
beft thing he ever wrote. 

In January, 1749, he publifhed “ The Vanity 
of Human Wishes, being the Tenth Satire ot 
Juvenal imitated.” He, Mr. B. believes, compoled it 
the preceding year. Mrs. Johnfon, for the fake of 
country air, had lodgings at Hampffead, to which he 
reforted occafionally, and there the greateff part, if 
not the whole, of this Imitation was written. The 
fervid rapidity with which it was produced, is fcarceiy 
credible. He compofed feventy lines of it in one day, 

without 
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wiilicut putting one of them upon paper till they were 
finiflied. 

The profits of a Tingle poem, however excellent, 
appear to iiave been very fmall in the laft reign, com* 
pared with what a publication of the fame fize has 
lince been known to yield. For his London he 
had only ten guineas; and now, after his fame was 
eftablifhed, he got for his “Vanity of Human Wifh- 
es” but five guineas more. 

Garrick being now vefted with theatrical power by 
being manager of Drury-lane theatre, he kindly and 
generOufly made ufe of it to bring out Jobnfon’s tra- 
gedy, which had been long kept back for want of 
encouragement. But in this benevolent purpofe he 
met with no ftmll difficulty from the temper of Jchn- 
ibn, which could not brook that a drama which he 
had formed with much ftudy, and had been obliged to 
keep more than the nine years of Horace, fhculd be 
revifed and altered at the pleafure of an ador. Yet 
Garrick knew well, that Without fome alterations it 
would not be fit for the ftage. A violent difpute 
having enfued between them, Garrick applied to the 
Reverend Dr. Taylor to iriterpofe. Johnfon was at 
fir ft very obfiinate. “ Sir, (faid he) the fellow 
wants me to make Mahomet run mad, that he may 
have an opportunity of tolling his hands and kicking 
his heels.” He was, however, at laft, with difficulty, 
prevailed on to comply with Garrick’s wilhes, fo as to 
allow of lome changes; but flill they were not 
enough. 

Dr. Adams was prefent the firft night of the re- 
prefentation of Irene, and gave the following ac- 
count: “ Before the curtain drew up, there were 
catcalls whifllrng, which alarmed Johnfon’s friends. 
The Prologue, which was written by himfelf in a 
manly ftrain, foothed the audience, and the play went off tolerably till it came to the conclufion, when Mrs. 
Pritchard, the heroine of the piece, was to be ftrangled upon 
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upon the flage, and was to fpeak two lines with the 
bow-ftring round her neck. 'The audience cried 
out i Murder^ Murder.' She feveral times at- 
tempted to fpeak, but in vain. At laft fhe was 
obliged to go off the ftage alive.” This paffage was 
afterwards ftruck out, and fhe was carried off to be 
put to death behind the fcencs, as the play now has 
it. 

Notwithftanding all the fupport of fuch performers 
as Garrick, Barry, Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, 
and every advantage of drefs and decoration, the 
tragedy of Irene did not pleafe the public. Mr. 
Garrick’s zeal carried it through for nine nights, fo 
that the author had his three nights profits; and from 
a receipt figned by him, now in the hands of Mr. 
James Dodfley, it appears that his friend Mr. Ro- 
bert Dodfley gave him one hundred pounds for the 
copy, with his ufual refervation of the right of one 
edition. 

When afked how he felt upon the ill futcefs of his- 
tragedy, he replied, “ Like the Monument;” mean- 
ing that he continued firm and unmoved as that co- 
lumn. . 

On occafion of his play being brought upon the 
ftagei Johnfon had a fancy that as a dramatic author his drefs fhould be more gay than vrh'at he ordinarily' 
wore; he therefore appealed behind the feenes, and 
even in one of the fide boxes, in a fcarlet waifleoat, 
with rich gold lace. His neceffary attendance while 
his play was in reheaifa!,. and during its performance, 
brought him acquainted with many of the performers 
ofbothfexes, .which produced a more favour?.ole opi- 
nion of their profeflion than he had harfhly rxpreffed 
in his Life of Savage. With fome r f them he kept 
up an acquaintance as long as he and they lived, and 
was ever teady to Ihew them adls of kindi cfs. He 
for a confiderable time ufed to frequent the Green 
Rocrt’y and itemed to take delight in diffrpating iris 
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£.1ocn, by mixing in the fprightly chit-chat of the 
;ro.!ey circle then to be found there. Johnfon at 
laft denied himfelf this amufemenr, from conhdera- 
tions cf rigid virtue; faying, “I’ll come no more 
behind your fcenes, David ; for the filk ftockings and 
white bofoms of your a&rcfles excite my amorous 
propenfilies.” 

In 1750 he came forth in the character for which 
he was eminently qualified, a majeftic teacher of mo- 
ral and religious wifdom. The vehicle which he 
chofe was th^-t of a periodical paper, which he knew 
had been, upon former occafions, employed with 
great tuccefi. TheTatler, Spectator, and Guardi- 
an, were the laft: of the kind publiftied in England, 
whith had ftood the left of a long trial; and fuch an 
interval had now elapfed fince their publication, as 
made him juftly think that, to many of his readers, 
this form of inftrudlion would, in fome degree, have 
the advantage of novelty. A few days before the firft 
of his r flays came out, there flat ted another compe- 
titor for fame in the fame form, under the title of 
“ 'I he J atler revived,” which was “ born but to 
die.” Johnfon was not very happy in the choice of 
his title, u 1 he Rambler,” which certainly is not 
fuited to a feries of grave and moral difcourfes ; 
which the Italians have literally, but ludicruoufly, 
tranflated by II Vagabond/). He, gave Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds the following account of its getting this 
name: “What rnuji be done. Sir, will be done. 
Win n 1 was to begin publithing that paper, 1 was at 
a lofs how to name it. I fat down at night upon my 
bedi de, and refolyed that I would not go to fieep till 
1 had fixed its title. 1 he Rambler feemed the beft 
that occurred, and I took it.” 

With what devout and confcientious fentiments 
this Paper was undertaken, is evidenced by the fol- 
lowing prayer, which he compofed and offered up 
on the occafion: “ Almighty God, the giver of all 
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good things, without whofe help all labour is inef- 

I1 fedlual, and without whofe grace all wifdom is folly ; 
grant, I befeech Thee, that in this undertaking thy 

lf Holy Spirit may not be with-held from me, but that 
I may promote thy glory, and the falvation of myfelf 
and others: grant this, O Lord, for the fake of thy 
fon Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

The firft paper of the Rambler was publifhed on 
Tuefday the 20th of March, 1750; and its author 
was enabled to continue it, without interruption, every 

1 Tuefday and Friday, till Saturday the 17th of March, 
1752, on which day it clofed. Notwithftanding his 
conftitutional indolence, his depreffion of fpirits, and his labour in carrying on his Dictionary, he anfwered 
the dated calls of the prefs twice a week from the 
dores of his mind, during all that time having re- 
ceived no afiidance, except four billets in No. 10, by 
Mifs Mulfo, now Mrs. Chapone; No. 30, by Mrs. 
Catharine Talbot; No. 97, by Mr. Samuel Rich- 
ardfon, whom he deferibes in an introductory note as 
“ An author who has enlarged the knowledge of hu- 
man nature, and taught the paffions to move at the 
command of virtue and Numbers 44. and too, by 
Mrs. blizabeth Carter. 

Poderity will be adoniflted when they are told, 
upon the authorkyof Johnfon hirnfelf, that many of 
thefe difeourfes, which we ftiouid fuppofe had been 
laboured with all the flow attention of literary leifure, 
were written in hade as the moment preiied, without 

j even being read over by him before they were printed. 
It on be accounted for only in this way ; that by 

^ reading and meditation, and a very clofe inCpeCtion of 
i, life, he had accumulated a great fund of milcellaneous 
i knowledge,■•which, by a peculiar promptitude of mind, was ever ready at his call, and which he had condantly 

accudomed himflf to clothe in the mod apt and 
energetic expre-ffion. Sir J-fhua Reynolds once 

) a Iked him by what means he had attained his extraor. 
d 1 n-ary 
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dinary accuracy and flow of language. He told him, 
that he had early laid it down as a fixed rule to do his 
belt on every occafion, and jn every c'ompany; to im- 
part whatever he knew in the moft forcible language 
lie could put it in ; and that by conftant practice, and 
never fufi'ering any carelefs expreffions to efcape him, 
or attempting to deliver his thoughts without arrang- 
ing them in the cleareft manner, it became habitual 
to him. 

As the Rambler was entirely the work of one 
man, there was; of courfe, fuch an uniformity' in 
its texture, as very much to exclude the charm of 
variety y and the grave and often folemh caft of 
thinking, which difiinguifhed it from other periodi- 
cal papers, made it, for fome time, not generally 
liked. So flowly did this excellent work, of which 
twelve editions have now ifiued from the prefs, gain 
upon the world at large, that even in the doling 
number the author fays, “ I have never been much a 
favourite of the public.’' 

Johnfon told Mr. B. with an amiable fondnefs, a 
little pleafing circumftance relative to this work. 
Mrs. Johnion, in whofe judgment and tafte he. had 
great confidence, faid to him, after a few numbers 
of the Rambler bad come out, “I thought very well 
of you before j but I did not imagine you could have 
written any thing equal to this.” Diftant praife, 
from whatever quarter, is not fo delightful as that 
of a wife whom a man loves and efteems. Her 
approbation may be faid to “ come home to his 
bujemand being fo near, its effedl is moft fenfible 
an i permanent. 

In 1751 we are to confider him as carrying on 
both hie Di&ionary and Rambler. But he alfo wrote 

Tiie Life of Cheynel,” in the milcellany called 
The Mudentand the Reverend Dr. Douglas 

having, with uncommon acutenefs, clearly detecied 
... mofs foigeiy and impotition upon the public by William 
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William Lauder, a Scotch fchoolmafter, who had, 
with equal impudence and ingenuity, reprefented 
Milton as a.plagiary from certain modern Latin poets, 
Johnfon, who had been fo far impofed upon as to 
furniftr a Preface and Poftfcript to his work, now 
di&ated a letter for Lauder, addreffed to Dr. Doug- 
las, acknowledging his fraud in terms of fuitable 
contrition. 

This extraordinary attempt of Lauder was no fud- 
den effort. He had brooded over it for many years ; 
and to this hour it is uncertain what his principal 
motive was, uhlefs it were a vain notion of his fu- 
periority, in being able, by whatever means, to de- 
ceive mankind. To effedt this, he produced certain 
pafiages from Grotius, Mafenius, and others, which 
had a faint refemblance to feme parts of the “ Para- 
dife Loft.” In thefe he interpolated fome frag- 
ments of Hog’s Latin tranflation of that poem, 
alledging that the mafs thus fabricated was the 
archetype from which Milton copied. Thefe fabri- 
cations he publiftied from time to time in the Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine j and, exuiting in his fancied 
fuccefs, he in 1750 ventured to colledt them into a 
pamphlet, entitled “ An Efl'ay on Milton’s Ufe and 
Imitation of the Moderns in his Paradife Loft.” 
To this pamphlet Johnfon wrote a Preface, in full 
perfuafion of Lauder’s hqnefty, and a Poftfcript 
recommending, in the moft perfuafive terms, a fub- 
feription for the relief of a grand-daughter of Mil- 
ton, of whom he thus fpeaks : “ It is yet in the 
power of a great people to reward the poet whofe 
name they boaft, ahd from their alliance to whofe 
genius, they claim fome kind of fuperiority to every 
other nation of the earth* that p< et, whofe woiks 
may pcffibly be read when every other monument nf 
Brinfh greatnefs fhall be obliterated * to reward him, not with pictures or wah medals, which, if he fees, 
he fees with contempt, but with tokens of gratitude, 

, which 
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which he, perhaps, may even now confider as not 
unworthy the regard of an immortal fpirit.” 

Though Johnfon’s circumftances were at this 
time far from being eafy, his humane and charitable 
difpofition was conftantly exerting itfelf. Mrs. Anna 
Williams, daughter of a very ingenious Wellh phy- 
fician, and a woman of more than ordinary talents 
and literature, having come to London in hopes of 
being cured of a cataradf in both her eyes, which 
afterwards ended in total blindnefs, was kindly re- 
ceived as a conftant vifitor at his houfe while Mrs. 
Johnfon lived ; and after her death, having come un- 
der his roof in order to have an operation upon her 
eyes performed with more comfort to her than in lodgings,The had an apartment from him during the 
reft of her life, at all times when he had a houfe. 

In 1752 he was almoft entirely occupied with his 
Didlionary. The laft paper of his Rambler was 
publiftied March 2, this year; after which, there 
was a cefi'ation for feme time of any exertion of his talents as an tflayift. But, in the fame year, Lr. 
Hawkefworth, Who was his warm admirer, and a 
ftudious imitator of his fty ie, abd then lived in great 
intimacy with him, began a periodical paper, en- 
titled “ The Adventurer,” in connection with 
other gentlemen, one of whom was Johnfon’s much- 
joved friend, Dr. Bathurft ; and, without doubt, 
they received many valuable hints from his conver- 
fation, moft of his friends having been fo affifted in 
the courfe of their works. 

That there thould be a fufpenfton of his literary 
labours during a part of the year 1752, will not 
feem fttange, when it is confidered that foon after 
doling his Rambler, hefutfind a lots which, there 
can be no doubt, afutted him with the deepeft 
dT refs, For on the 17th of March, O. S. his wife 
died. That 
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That his love for her was of the mod ardent kind, 

and, during the long period of fifty years, was un- 
impaiied by the lapfe of time, is evident from vari- 
ous pafiages in the feries of his Prayers and Medita- 
tions, publifbed by the Reverend Mr. Strahan, as 
well as from other memorials. 

The dreadful {hock of feparation took place in the 
night; and he immediately difpatched a letter to his 
friend, the Reverend Dr. Taylor, which exprefled 

} grief in the ftrongeft manner he had ever read ; fo 
i that it is much to be regretted it has not been pre- 

/erved. The letter was brought to Dr. Taylor, at 
his houfe in the Cloyfters, Weftminfter, about three 

f in the morning; and as it fignified an earneft defire 
to fee him, he got up, and went to Johnfon as foon as 
he was dreffed, and found him in tears and in extreme 
agitation. After being a little while together, John- 
fon requefted him to join with him in prayer. He 
then prayed extempore, as did Dr. Taylor ; and 
thus, by means of tint piety which was ever his pri- 
mary objedf, his troubled mind was, in feme degree, 

i foot tied and compofed. 
The next day he wrote as follows : 

To the Reverend Dr. Taylor. 
i “ Dear Sir, 

“ LET me have your company and infiruclion. Do not live away from me. My diftrefs is great. 
“Piay defire Mrs. Taylor to inform me what 

_ mourning I fliould buy for my mother and Mifs 
,} Porter, and bring a note in writing with you. 

“ Remember me in your prayers, for vain is the 1 help of man. 
I am, dear Sir, &c. 

Sam. Johnson. | March i8; 1753.” 
His 
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His fufferings upon the death of his wife were 

feveie ; we find, about a year after her deceafe, that 
he thus addrefied the Supreme Being : “ O Lord, 
who giveft the grace of repentance, and heareft 
the prayers of the penitent,- grant that by true con- 
trition I may obtain forgivenefs of all the fins com- 
mitted, and of all duties negle&ed in my union with 
the wife whom thou haft taken from me; for the 
negledt of joint devotion, patient exhortation, and 
mild inftrudtion.” The kindnefs of his heart, not- 
withftanoing the impetuofity of his temper, is well 
known to his friends. 

He depofited the remains of Mrs. Johnfon in the 
church of Bromley in Kern , to which he was pro- 
bably led by the refidence of his friend Hawkef- 
worth at that place. The funeral ferfnon he com- 
pofrd for her, which Was never preached, but hav- 
ing been given to Dr. Taylor, has been publifhed 
fince his death, is 4 performance of uncommon 
excellence, and full of rational and pious comfort 
to fuch as are deprefled by that, fevere affliflion 
which Johnfon felt whenhe wrote it. When it is 
confidered that it was written in fuch an agitation of 
mind, and in the ihort interval between her death 
and burial, it cannot be rettd without wonder. 

/The friends who vifited him at the time of Mrs. Johnfon’s death were chiefiy Dr. Bathurfi, and 
Mr. Diamond, an apothecary in Cork-ftreet, Bur- 
lington-gardens, with whom he and Mrs. Williams 
generally dined every Sunday. There was a talk 
of his going to Iceland w ith him, which would pro- 
bably have happened had he lived. There were alfo Mr- Cave, Dr. Hawkeiworth, Mr. Ryland, 
merchant-on Tower-hill, Mrs. Mailers the poetefs, 
who lived with Mr. Cave, Mrs. Carter, and fome- 
times Mrs. Macaulay.; alfo, Mrs. Gardiner, wife 
of a tallow-chandler on Snow'-hill, not in the learned 
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learned way, but a worthy good woman ; Mr. (now 
Sir Joftiua) Reynolds ; Mr. Millar, Mr. Dodfley, 
Mr. Bouquet, Mr. Payne of Paternofter-row, 
bookfellers ; Mr. Strahan the printer, the Bari of 
Orrery, Lord Southwell, and Mr. Garrick. 

Many are, no doubt, omitted in this catalogue of 
his friends, and, in particular, his humble friend 
Mr. Robert Levet, an obfcure pradlifer in phyfic 

' amongft the lower people, his tees being'fometirnes 
t very fmall fums, fometimes whatever provificns his 

patients could afford him, but of extenftve pradlice 
in that way. It appears from Johnfon’s diary, that 
their acquaintance commenced about the year 1746; 

> and fuch was Johnfon’s predilection for him, and 
fanciful eftimation of his moderate abilities, that 
Mr. B. has heard him fay he fhould not be fatisfied, 
though attended by all the College of Phyficians, 
unlefs he had Mr. Levet with him. Mr. Levet hal 
an apartment, in his houfe, or his chambers, and 
waited upon him every morning, through the whole 
courfe of his late and tedjous breakfaft. He was of 
a ftrange grotefque appearance, ftiff and formal in 
his manner, and feldom faid a word while any com- 
pany was prefent. 

The circle of his friends indeed, at this time, 
was extenftve and various, far beyond what has been 
generally imagined. To trace his acquaintance with 
each particular perfon, if it could be done, would 
be a talk, of which the labour would not be repaid 
by the advantage. But exceptions are to be made ; 
one of which muft be a friend fo eminent as Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, who was truly his dulcedecus, and 
with whom he maintained an uninterrupted inti- 
macy to the laft hour of his life. When Johnfon 
lived in Caftle-ftreet, Cavendifh-fquare, he ufed 
frequently to vifit two ladies, who lived oppofrte to 
him, Mifs Cotterells, daughters of Admiral Cotte- 

rell. 
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rell. Reynolds ufed alfo to vifit there, and thus they 
met. Mr. Reynolds had, from the fiift reading of 
his moft admirable Life of Savage, conceived a 
very high admiration of Johrfon’s powers of 
writing. His converfation no lefs delighted him ; 
and he cultivated his acquaintance with the laud- 
able zeal of one who was ambitious of general 
improvement. Sir Jofliua, indeed, was lucky enough 
at their vary firft meeting to make a remark, which 
was fo much aibove the common-place ftyie of con- 
verfation, .that Johnfon at once perceived that Rey- 
nolds had the habit of thinking for himfelf. The 
ladies were regretting the death of a friend, to whom 
they owed great obligations ; upon which Reynolds 
obferved, “ You have, however, the comfort of be- 
ing relieved from a burden of gratitude.” They 
were fhocked a little at this alleviating fugged ion, as 
too felfifh ; but Johnfon defended it in bis clear and 
forcible manner, and was much pleafed with the 
mind, the fair view of human nature, which it exhi- 
bited, like feme of the refieciions of Rochefaucault. 
The confequence was, that he went home with Rey- 
nolds, and fupped with him. 

When they were one evening together at the Mifs 
Cotterells, the then Duchefs of Argyle and another 
lady of high rank came in. Johhfon thinking that 
the Mifs Cotterells were too much engroffed by them, 
and that he and his friend we e negledted, as low 
company of W’hom they were fomewhat afhamed, 
grew angry; and refolving to fhock their fuppofed 
pride, by making their great vifttors imagine that his 
friend and he were low indeed, he addrefl'ed himfelf in 
a loud tone to Mr. Reynolds, faying, “ How much 
do you think you and I could get in a week, if we wexz to work as hard as we could?” as if they had 
been common mechanics. His 
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His acquaintance with Bennet Langton, Efq. of 

Langton, in Lincolnflaire, another much valued 
friend, commenced foon after the conclufion of his 
Rambler, which that gentleman, then a youth, had 
read with fo much admiration, that he came to Lon- 
don chiefly with the view of endeavouring to be in- 
troduced to its author. By a fortunate chance he 
happened to take lodgings in a houfe where Mr. Levet 
frequently viflted ; and having mentioned his wifh to 
his landlady, (he introduced him to Mr. Levet, who 
readily obtained Johnfon’s permiffion to bring Mr. 
Langton to him as, indeed, Johnfon, during the 
whole courfe of his life, had no fliynefs, real or af- 
fected, but was eafy of accefs to all w ho were properly 
recommended, and even wifhed to fee numbers at his 
levee^ as his morning circle of company might, w'ith 
ftridt propriety, be called. Mr. Langten was ex- 
c edingly Apprized when the fage firft appeared. 
He had not received the fmalleft intimation of his 
figure, drefs, or manner. From perufing his wri- 
tings, he fancied he fhould fee a decent, vvell-dreft, 
in fhort, a remarkably decorous philofopher. In- 
ftead of which, down from his bed-chamber, about 
noon, came, as newly rifen, a huge uncouth figure, 
with a little dark wig which fcarcely covered his 
head, and his clothes hanging loofe about him. But 
his converfation was fo rich, fo animated, and fo 
forcible, and his religious and political notions fo con- 
genial with thofe in which Mr. Langfon had been 
educated, that he conceived for him that veneration 
and attachment which he ever preferved. Johnfon 
was not the lefs ready to love Mr. Langton, for his 
being of a very ancient family. “ Langton,” faid he, “ Sir, has a grant of a warren from Henry the 
Second, and Cardinal Stephen Langton, in King 
John’s reign, was of this family.” 

Mr. 
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Mr. Langtort afterwards went to puifue his ftudies 

at Trinity College, Oxford, where he formed an 
acquaintance with his fellow-ftudent, Mr. Topham 
Beauclerk, who, though their opinions and modes 
of life were fo different, that it feemed utterly impro- 
bable that they fhould at all agree, had lb ardent a 
love of literature, fo acute an underftanding, fuch 
elegance of manners, and fo Well difcerned the excel- 
lent qualities of Mr. Langton, that they became in- 
timate friends. 

Johnfon, foon after this acquaintance began, palled a confiderable time at Oxford. He at firft 
thought it ftrange that Langton fhould affociate fo 
much with one who had the charadter of beingdoofb, 
both in his principles and pradlice ; but, by degree?, 
he himfelf was fafcinated. Mr. Beaucierk’s being 
of the St. Alban’s family, and having, in feme par- 
ticulars, a refemblance to Charles the Second, con- 
tributed, injohnfon’s imagination, to throw a luftre 
upon his other qualities ; and, in a fnort time, the 
moral, pious Johnfon, and the gay, dilfipated Beau- 
clerk, were companions. “ What a coalition! 
(faid Garrick, when he heard of this;) 1 fhall have 
my old friend to bail out of the Round-houfe.” In- 
numerable were the feenes in which Johnfon was 
amufed by thefe young men. Beauclerk had fuch a 
propeofity to fatire, that at one time Johnfon faid to 
him, “ You never open your mouth but with inten- 
tion to give pain ; and you have often given me pain, 
not from the power of what you faid, but from fee- 
ing your intention.” At another time Applying to 
him, with a flight alteration, a line of Pope, he laid, 
“ Thy love of folly, and thy fcorn of fools—Every 
thing thou doff fhews the one, and every thing thou 
fay’lt the other.” At another time he faid to 
him, “ Thy body is all vice, and thy mind all 
virtue.” Beauclerk not feeming to relifh the com- pliment, 
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pliment, Johnfon faid, “ Nay, Sir, Alexander the 
Great, marching in triumph into Babylon, could poi 
have defired to have had more faid to him.” 

Johnfon was feme time with Beauclerk at his 
houfe at Windfor, where he was entertained with ex-J 
periments in natural phllofophy. One Sunday* 
when the weather was very fine',, Beauclerk enticed 
him, infenfibly, to faunter about all the morning. 
They went into a church-yard, in the time of divine 
fervice, and Johnlbn laid himfelf down at his eafe 
upon one of the tomb-Hones. “ Now, Sir, (faid 
Beaucleik) you are like Hogarth’s Idle Apprentice.” 
When Johnfon got his penfion, Beauclerk faid to 
him, in the humourous phrafe of Falftaff, “ I hope 
you’ll now purge, and live cleanly like a gentle- 
man.” 

One night when Beauclerk and Langton had fup- 
ped at a tavern in London, and fat till about three in 
the morning, it came into their heads to go and 
knock up johnfon, and fee if they could prevail on 
him to join them in a ramble. They rapped violently 
at the door of his chambers in the Temple, till at 
laft he appeared in his fhirt, with his little black wig 
on the top of his head, inftead of a night-cap, and a 
poker in his hand, imagining, probably, that fome 
ruffians were coming to at;ack him. When - he dif- 
covered who they were, and was told their eirand, 
he ftiiiled, and with great good humour agreed to 
their propofal : “ What, is it you, you dogs! I’ll 
haveafrifit with you.” He was foon dVeft, and they 
fallied forth together intoCovent-Garden, where the 
green-grocers and fruiterers were beginning to ar- range their hampers, juft come in. from the country. 
Johnson made fome attempts to help them} but the 
honeft gardeners flared.fo at his figure and manner, 
and odd interference, that, he foon faw his fervices 
were not relilhed. They then repaired to one of the 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring taverns, and made abowl of that liquor 
called Bijhcp., which Johnfon had always liked ; while 
in joyous contempt of fleep, from which he had been 
roufed, he repeated the feftive lines, 

“ Short, O /hort then be thy reign, And give us to the world again !” 
They did not flay long, but walked down to the 

Thames, took a boat, and rowed to Billingfgate. 
Beauc'erk and Johnfon were fo well pleafed with their 
amufement, that they refolved to perfevere in difllpa- 
tion for the reft of the day: but Langton deferted 
them, being engaged to breakfaft with fome young 
ladies. Johnlon fcolded him for “ leaving hisfocial 
friends, to go and fit with a fet of wretched un idea'd 
girls.” Garrick being told of this ramble, faid to 
him fmartly, “ 1 heard of your frolic t’other night.. 
You”! be in the Chronicle.” Upon which Johnfon 
afterwards obferved, “ He durft not do fuch a thing. 
His wife would not let him 1” 

He entered upon the year 1753 with his ufual piety, 
as appears from the following prayer, tranfcribed from 
that part of his diary which he burnt a few days before 
his d ath. 

“ Jan. i, 1753, N.S. “ Almighty God, who haft continued my life to 
this day, grant that, by the afliftance of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, I may improve the time which thou (halt grant 
fne, to my eternal falvation. Make me to remember, 
to thy glory, thy judgments and thy mercies. Make 
me foto cpnfider the lofs of njy wife, whom thou haft- 
taken from me, that itmaydifpofe me, by thy grace, 
to lead the refidue of my life in thy fear. Grant this, 
O Lord, for Jesus CHRisx’s take. Amen.” 

He now relieved the drudgery of his Ditftionary, 
and the melancholy of his grief, by taking an active 
part in the compofition of “ The Adventurer,” in 
which he began to write April to, marking his eflays 

with 
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with the fignature T, by which moft of his papers 
in that collection are diftinguilhed : thofe, however, 
which have that fignature and alfo that of Myfargyrus^ 
were not written by him, but probably by Dr. 13a- 
thurft. Indeed Johnfon’s energy of thought and 
richnefs of language, are {till more decifive marks 
than any fignature. 

Johnfon’s papers in the Adventurer are very fimilar 
to thofe of the Rambler; but being rather more va- 
ried in their fubjeCts,. and being mixed witheflays by 
other writers, upon topics more generally attractive 
than even the moll elegant ethic difcourfes, the fale of 
the work, at fir ft, was more extenfive. 

In one of the books of his diary, Mr. B. found the 
following entry : 

“ Apr. 3, 1753. I began the fecond vol. of my Dictionary, room being left in the hrft for Preface, 
Grammar, and Hiftory, none of them yet begun. 

“ O God, who haft hitherto fupported me, enable me to pr.oceed in this labour, and in the whole talk of 
my prefent ftate ; that when 1 fliall render up, at the 
laft day, an account of the talent committed to me, 
I may receive pardon, for the fake of Jesus Chris r. Amen.” 

1754. The DiCtiona y, we may believe, afforded 
Jchnfon full occupation ;his year. As it approached to its ponclufion, he probably worked with redoubled 
vigour, as fe.rmen increafe tneir exertion and alacrity 
when they have a near profpeCt of their haven. 

Lord Chellerfield, u> whom Johnfon had paid the 
high compliment cf addr.fling to his Lordfhip the 
Plan of his D.Ctionary, had behaved to him in fuch 
a manner as to excite Ins contempt and indignation. 
The world has been for many years amufed with a 
ftory confidently told, and as confidently repeated 
with additional circumftances, that a fudden difguft 
was taken by Johnfon upon occafion of his having 

been 
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been one day kept long in waiting in his Lordfhip’s 
antichamber, for which the reafon affigned was, that 
he had company with him ; and that at laft, when 
the door opened, out walked Colley Cibber ; and that 
Johnfon was fo violently provoked when he found 
for whom he had been fo long, excluded, that he went 
away in a pa-fion, and never would return. It may 
feem ftrange even to entertain a doubt concerning a 
ftory fo long and fo widely current ; but Johnfon 
himfelf aflured A4r. B. that there was not the leaft. 
foundation for it. There never was any particular 

* incident which produced a quarrel between Lord 
Chefterfield and him; his Lordfhip’s continued ne- 
glect was the reafon why he refolved to have no con- 
nection with him. When the Dictionary was upon 
the eve of publication, Lord Chefterfield, who, it 
is faid^ had flattered himfelf with expectations that 
Johnfon would dedicate the work to him, attempted, 
in a courtly manner, to tooth, and infinuate himfelf 
with the fage, confcious, as it fhould feem, of the 
cold indifference with which he had treated its learned 
author; and further attempted to conciliate him, by 
writing two papers in “ The World,” in recom- mendation of the work. 

The following is that celebrated letter, of which 
fo much has been faid, and about which curiofity has 
been fo long excited, without being gratified. 

To the Right Hort. the Earl of Chesterfield. 
“ Mr Lord, February, 1755- “ I have been lately informed, by the propri- 

etor of the World, that two papers, in which my 
Dictionary is recommended to the public, were writ- 
ten by your Lordfhip. To be fo d'iftinguifned, is an 
honour, which, being very little accultomed to fa-, 
vours from the great, I know not well how to receive, 
or in what terms to acknowledge. “ When 
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“ When, upon fome flight encouragement, I firfl: 

viflted your Lordlhip, I was overpowered, like the reft 
of mankind, by the enchantment of your addrefs ; 
and could not forbear to wifh that I might boaft my- 
felf Le vainqueur du vainqueur de la terre;—that I 
might obtain that regard for which I faw the world 
contending; but I found my attendance fo little en- 

i couraged, that neither pride nor mudefty would fuffer 
me to continue it. When I had once addrefled your 

[ ' Lord (hip in public, I had exhaufted all the art of 
pleafing which a retired and uncourtly fcholar can 
poflefs. 1 had done all that I could ; and no man is 

j well pleafed to have his all negleifled, be it ever fo 
f little. 

“ Seven years, my Lord, have now paid, fince I 
waited in your outward rooms, or was repulfed from 
your door; during which time I have been pufliino- 
on my work through difficulties, of which it is ufe- 
lefs to complain, and have brought it, at l ift, to the 
verge of publication, without one aft of alfiftance*, 

1 one word of encouragement, or one fmile of favour. I Siich treatment I did not expect, for I never had a 
i Patron before 

“ The fheph' rd in Virgil grew at laft acquainted with Love, and found him a native of the rocks. 
“ Is not a Patron, my Lord, one who looks with unconcern on a man ftruggling for life in the water, 

a id, when he has reached ground, encumbers him 
l with help ? The notice which you have been pleafed 
I to take of my labours, had it 'been early, had been 
,} kind i but it has been delayed till 1 am indifferetrr, 

' The following note Is fubjoin-d by Mr. L.amrton “ Dr Johnfon, when he gave me this copy of his letter, ddired that I ’ would annex to it his information to me, that whereas it is faid in the letter that ‘ no alhjiance has been received,’ he did once receive from Lord Chefterfield the fum of ten pounds; but as that was Jo m-onfiderable a fum, he thought the mention of it could not mo- ,.rN. find r.1 « >»**»» of th? Wild that this W4S,'’ 
^ ' anA 

ptrly find place i 
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and cannot enjoy it; till I am folitary, and cannot 
impart it; till I am known, and do not want it. I 
hope it is no very cynical afperity not to confefs obli- 
gations where no benefit has been received, or to be 
unwilling that the public fhould confider me as owing 
that to a Patron, which Providence has enabled me to 
do for myfelf. 

“ Having carried on my work thus far with fo little 
obligations to any favourer of learning, I (hall not be 
difappointed though I {hall conclude it, if lefs be por- 
fible, with lefs ; for I have been long wakened from 
that dream of hope, jn which 1 once boafted myfelf 
with fo much exultation, My Lord, 

Your Lordfiiip’s moft humble, 
Moft obedient fervant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 
There is a curious minute circumftance in com- 

paring the various editions of Johnfon’s imitations of 
Juvenal. In the tenth Satire, one of the couplets 
upon the tranity of wifties even for literary diftindtion 
flood thus : 

“ Yet think what ills the fcholar’s life affail, Pride, envy, want, the garni, and the jail.” 
But after experiencing the uneafinets which Lord Chefterfidd’s fallacious patronage made him feel, he 
difmifled the word garret from the fad group, and in 
all the fubfequent editions the line (lands— 

“ Pride, envy, want, the Patron, and the jail.” 
That Lord Chdlerfield mud have been mortified 

by the lofty contempt, and polite, yet keen fatire vvuh which Johnfon exhibited him to hunfelf in this letter, 
it is impoffible to doubt. He, however, with that 
glofly duplicity which was his conftant (ludy, atfedled to be quite unconcerned. Dr. Adams mentioned to 
Mr. Robert Dodfley that he was fony Johnfon had 
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written his letter to Lord Chefterfield. Dodfley, 
with the true feelings of trade, faid “ he was very 
forry too; for that he had a property in the Didli- 
onary, to which his Lordfhip’s patronage might have 
been of confequence.” He then told Dr. Adams, 
that Lord Chefterfield had {hewn him the letter. “ I fliould have imagined (replied Dr. Adams) that 
Lord Chefterfield would have concealed it.” “ Poh ! 
(faid Dodfley) do you think a letter from Johnfon 
could hurt Lord Chefterfield ? Not at all, Sir. It 
lay upon his table, where any body might fee it. He 
read it to me; faid, ‘ this man has great powers,’ 
pointed out the fevereft paftages, and obferved how 
well they were exprefied.” This air of indifference, 
whiah impofed upon the worthy Dodfley, was cer- 
tainly nothing but a fpecimen of that diffimulatipn 
which Lord Chefterfield inculcated as one of the moft 
eflential leffons for the conduct of life. His Lordfbio 
endeavoured to juftify himfelf to Dodfley from the 
charges brought againft him by Johnfon; but we may judge of, the flimfinefs of his defence, from his 
having excufed his negledt of Johnfon, by faying that 
“ he had heard he had changed his lodgings, and did not know where he lived as if there could have 
been the fmalleft difficulty to inform himfe'f of that 
circumftance, by inquiring in the literary circle with 
which his Lordfhip was well acquainted, and was, 
indeed, himfelf.one of its ornaments. 

Johnfon having now explicitly avowsd his opinion 
of Lord Chefterfield, did not refrain from expreffing 
himfelf concerning that nobleman with pointed free- 
dom This man (faid he) 1 thought had been a Lord among wits ; but, I find, he is only a wit 
among Lords !” And when his' Letters to his natural 
fon were publiflied, he obferved, that “ th^-y teach 
the morals of a whoie, and the manners of a dancing- 
mafter.” 

D a In 
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In 1755 we behold him to great advantage; his 

decree of Matter of Arts conferred upon him, his 
Diflionary publifhed, his correfpondence animated, 
his benevolence exercifed. 

To the Reverend Mr. Thomas Warton. 
“ Dear Sir, 

“ I wrote to you fome weeks ago, but believe 
did not direct accurately, and therefore know not 
whether you had my letter. 1 would, likewife, write 
to your brother, but know not where to find him, I 
now begin to fee land, after having wandered, ac- 
cording to Mr. Warburton’s phrafe, in this vaft fea 
of words. What reception I fhall meet with on the 
fhore, I know not; whether the found of bells, and acclamations of the people, which Ariofto talks of 
in his laft Canto, or a general murmur of diflike, I 
know not: whether 1 fhall find upon the coaft a Ca- Ivpfo that will court, or a Polypheme that will refifh 
But if Polypheme comes, have at his eyes. I hope, 
however, the critics will let me be at peace; fi,r 
though l do not much fear their fkill and ttrength, I 
arn a^little afraid of myfelf, and would not willingly 
feel fo much ill-will in my bofom as literary quarrels 
are apt to excite. 

“ Mr. Barreiti is about a work for which he is in 
great want of Crefcimbeni, which you may have 
again when you pleafe. n There is nothing confiderable done or doing 
among us here. We are not, perhaps, as innocent 
as v ilh «ers, but moft of us feem to be as idle, I 
hope, however, you are buly; and fhould be glau to 
know what vou are doing, i am, deare-ft Sir, Your molt humble fervant, Sam. Johnson. 

^London,] Feb. 1, 1755 ” 
Mr. 
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Mr. B. inferts the Chancellor of Oxford’s letter to 

the Univerfity, the diploma, and John ion’s letter ot 
thanks to the Vice-Chancellor. I'he former is as 
follows : 
To the Reverend Dr. Huddesford, Vi'e-Chai- 

celloT- of the Univerfity of Oxford, to be comm ■- 
nicated to the Heads of Houfes> and prop fed i<i 
Convocation. 

“ Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen, 
“ Mr. Samuel Johnson, who was formerly of 

Pembroke College, having very eminently dirtin- 
guiihed himfelf by the publication of a feries of i f- 
fays, excellently calculated to form the manners of 
the people, and in which the caufe of religion and 
morality is every where maintained by the Urongdt 
powers of argument and language, and who (honiy 
intendspublifii a Di&ionary of the Englifn tongue, 
formed on a new plan, and executed with the great- 
eft labour and judgment; I perfuade myfelf That i 
fhall a£t agreeably to the fentiments of the whole 
Univerfity, in defiring that it may be propofed in 
convocation to confer on him the degree of Mailer 
of Arts by diploma, to which I readily give my con- 
fent; and am, 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Gentlemen, 
Your affedtionate friend and fervant, 

Arran. GrolVenor-ftreet, Feb. 4, 1755.” 
Next follow a copy of the diploma, and Johnfon’s 

letter to the Vice-Chancellor. 
Mr. Andrew Millar, bookfeller in the Strand, 

took the principal charge of conducting the publica- 
tion of Johnfon’s Didtionary; and as the patience of 
the proprietors was repeatedly tried and almoft ex- 
baufted, by their expedling that the work would be 

completed 
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ompletrd within the time which Johnfon had fan- 

d;, iuppofed, the learned author was often goaded 
o diipatch, more efpecially as he had received all the 

copy-money, by different drafts, a confiderable time 
before he had finifhed his tafk. When the melTenger 
v. ho carried the laff fheet to Millar returned, John- 
fon afked him, “Well, what did he fay?”—“ Sir, 
(anfwered the mefTenger) he faid. Thank God l 
have done with him ” “ 1 am glad (replied John- 
fon, with a fmile) that he thanks God for any 
thing.” 

i/55* Dictionary, with a Grammar and Hiftery of the Englifh Language, being now at 
length publifhed, in two volumes folio, the world 
comeriiplated with wonder fo ffupendous a work 
atchicved by one man, while other countries had 
thought fuch undertakings fit only L,r whole aca- 
demies. 

The extenfive reading which was abfolutely necef- 
fiirv for the accumulation of authorities, and which 
a;one may account for Johnfoit’s retentive mind be- *jjiir enriched with a very large and various ftore of 
kiiow ledge and imagery, mult have occupied feveral 
ve^rs- The Preface furnifhes an eminent inftance 
cf a double talent, of which Johnfon was fully con- 
fcious. Sir Jofhua Reynolds has heard him fay, 
“ 1 here are two things" which I am confident I can 
do very well : one is an introduction to any literary 
woik, "{fating what it is to contain, and how it fhould 
be executed in the moft perfect manner: the other is 
a conclufion, fhewing from various caufes why the 
execution has not been equal to what the author pro- 
mifcd to himfelf and to the public.” 

At the time when he was concluding his very elo- 
quent Preface, Johnfon’s mind'appears to have been 
in fuch a date of depreflion, that we cannot con- 
template without wonder the vigorous and fplendid 
thoughts which fo highly diftinguilh that performance. 
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“ I (fays he) may furely be contented without the 
praifeof perfe&idn, which, if I could obtain in this 
gloom of folitude, what would it avail me? I have 
protradled my work till moft of thofe whom I wifhed 
to pleafe, have funk into the grave ; and fuccefs and 
mifcaniage are empty founds. I therefore difmifs it 
with frigid tranquillity, having little to fear or hope 
from cenfure or from praife.” That this indifference 
was rather a temporary than an habitual feeling, ap- 
pears from his letters to Mr. Warton; and however 
he may have been affected for the moment, certain it 
is that the honours which his great work procured 
him, both at home and abroad, were very grateful 
to him. His friend the Harl of Corke and Orrery, 
being at Florence, prelented it to the y/rWtwr/ff della 
Crujca. That Academy lent Johnibn their Vocabu- 
lario, and the French Academy fent him their Ditii- 
or.naire, which Mr. Langton had the pleafure to con- 
vey to him. 

In 1756 Johnfon found that the great fame of his Dictionary had not let him above the neceffity of 
“ making provifion for the day that was paffing over him.” No royal or noble patron extended a muni- 
ficent band to give independence to the man who 
had conferred liability on the language of his coun- 
try. We may feel indignant that there fhould have 
been fuch -unworthy negled ; but we muff, at die 
fame time, congratulate ourfelves, that to this very 
negledl, operating to roufe the natural indolence of 
his conftitution, we owe many valuable productions, 
which otherwife, perhaps, might never have ap- 
peared. 

He had fpent, during the progrefs of the work, 
the money for which he had contracted to write his 
Dictionary. We have feen that the reward of his 
labour was only fifteen hundred and feventy-five 
pounds; and when the expence of amanuenfes and 

paper. 
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paper, and other articles are deduced, his clear pro- 
fit was very inconfiderable. 

On the firft day cf this year we find from his pri- 
vate devotions, that he had then recovered from ficle- 
nefs ; and in February that Iris eye was rtftored to its 
ufe. The pious gratitude with wh ch he acknow- 
ledges mercies upon every occafton is very edifying 5 
as is the humble fubmiffion which he breathes when 
it is the will of his heavenly Father to try him with 
aftiiitiins As futh difpofitions become the ftate of 
man here, and are the true effects of religious difei- 
pl ne, u e cannot but venerate in Johnfon one of the 
moil cxe:ciitd minds that our holy religion hath ever 
k rtntj. if there he any thoughtlefs enough to fup- 
pofe iuch exercife the weaknefs of a great underdand- 
ing, let them look up to Johnfon, and be conviuced 
that what he (0 earneiily pra£lifed muft have a rati- 
on.!! foundation. 

His works this year were, an al»ftra£l or epitome, 
in <£f;no, of his folio Didlionaiy, and a few ellays 
in a monthly publication, entitled, “ The Univer- 
sal Arnsn er.” Chriftopher bmart, with vvhofie un- 
happy vacillation of mind he fincerely fympathifed, 
was tme of the dated ur-dertahers cf this m.iicd'any; 
and it was to afllft him that Johnfon fometimes em- 
ployed his pen. 

He engaged alfo to fuperintend and contribute 
largely to another monthly publication, entitled, 
“ The Literary Magazine, or Universal 
KI view';” the firft number of which came out in 
May this year. He continued to write in it, with imermillions, till the fifteenth number; and Mr. 13. 
thinks that he never gave better proofs of the force, 
acuienefs, and vivacity of his mind, than in this 
nuicellany, whether we confider his original eflfays, 
or his reviews of the works of others. i he “ Pre- 
liminary Addrefs” to the public is a proof how 
this great man cGVl.d enibellifh evep fo trite a thing 
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as the plan of a magazine with the graces of fupcrior 
compofnion. 

It is worthy of remark, in juftice to Johnfon’s 
political character, which has been mi fre prefen ted as 
abje<£Hy fubmiflive to poweis that his “ Obfervatiotts 
on the prefem State of Affairs,” glow with as ani- 
mated a fpirit of conflitutional liberty as can be found 
any where. Thus he begin', “ The time is now 
come, in which every Englifhman experts to be in* 1 formed of the national affairs, and in which he has a 
right to have that expeftation gratified. For what- 
ever may be urged by minifters, or thofe whom va- 
nity or intereft make the followers of mirnfters, con- 
cerning the neceffity of confidence in our governors, 
and theprefumption of prying with profane eyes into 
the recedes of policy, jt is evident that this reverence 
can be claimed only by counfels yet unexecuted, and 
proje&s fufpended in deliberation. But when a de- 
sign has ended in mifcarriage or fyccefs, when every 
eye and every ear is witnefs to general difcontent, 
or general fatisfadtion, it is then a propertimetodif- 
er.tangle confufion and iiiuflrate obfcurity, tofhew by 

' what caufcs every event was produced, and in w'h it 
effects it is likelv to terminate; to lay down whth 
diftindl particularity what rumour always huddles in 
general exclamation, or perplexes by indigefted nar- 
ratives ; to ihew whence happinefs or calamity is 
derived, and whence it may be expected; and ho- 

I! neftly to lay before the people what inquiry can ga- 
| ther of the paft, and conjecture can eftimate of the 
i) future,.” 

As one of the little occafional advantages which 
be did not difdain to take by his pen, as a man whofe 

c profeiTton was, literature, he this year accepted of'a. 
; guinea From Mr. Robert Dodfley, for writing the 

introduction to “ The London Chronicle,” an 
| evening newfpaper ; arid even in fp flight a perform- 

ance'exhibited peculiai tab ms. 
5 Ie 
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He this year refumed his fcheme of giving an edi- 

tion of Shdkipeare with notes. He ill’ued Propofals 
of confide:able length, in which he (hewed that he 
perfe&ly well knew what a variety of refearch fuch 
an undertaking required; but his indolence prevent- 
ed him from purfuing it with that diligence which 
alone can collect thofe fcattered fa£ts that genius, 
however acute, penetrating, and luminous, cannot 
difcover by its own force. It is remarkable, that at 
this time his fancied adtivity was for the moment fo 
vigorous, that he pro mi fed his work (hould be pub- 
1 idled before Lhridma*, 1757. Yet nine year^ 
clapfed before it faw the light. His throes in bring- 
ing it fonh had been fevere and remittent, and at laft 
we may almoft conclude that the Ccefarian operation 
was performed by the knife of Churchill. 

“ He for fubfcribers~bates his hook, And takes your cadi ; but where's the hook ? No matter where; wife fear, you know, Forbids the robbing of a foe; But what, to ierve our private ends, Forbids the cheating of our friends ?” 
About this period he was offered a living of conft- 

derable value in Lit^colnfhire, if he were inclined to 
en er into holy orders. It was a rectory in the gift of 
Mr. Langton, the father of his much valued friend. 
But he did not accept of it; partly from a con- 
fciemious motive, being perfuaded that his tem- 
per and habits rendered him unfit for that affiduous 
and familiar inftruciion of the vulgar and ignorant, 
which he held to be an effential duty in a clergyman ; 
and partly becaufe his love of a London life was fo 
tirong, that he would have thought himfelf an exile 
in any other place, particularly if reiiding in the 
country. 

in 1757 it does not appear that he publifhed any 
t: ina, except feme articles in the Literary Magazine. 

e probably prepared a part of his Shakfpeare this 
year. 
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year, and he dilated a'fpeech on the fubje£l of an Ad- 
drefs to the Throne, after the expedition to Roch- 
ford, which was delivered by one of his friends. 

Mr. [now Dr.] Burney having enclofed to him 
an extrafl from the review of. his Di&ionary in the 
Bibiiotbeque da Sava ns, and a lift of fubfcribers to his 
Shalcfpeare, which Mr. Burney had procured in Nor- 
folk, he wrote the following anfwer: 

To Mr. Burney, in Lynne, Norfolk. 
“ Sir, “ That I may (how myfelf fenfible of your fa- 

vours, and not commit the fame fault a fecondtime, 
1 make hafte to anfwer the letter which I received 
this morning- The truth is, the other likewife was 
received, and I wrote an anfwer ; but being defirous 
to'tranfmit you fome propofals and receipts, 1 waited 
till I could find a convenient conveyance, and day 
was palled after day, till other things drove it from 
my thoughts, yet not fo, but that 1 rememb r with great pleafure your commendation of my Dictionary. 
Your praife was welcome, not only becaufe I believe 
it was fincere, but becaufe praife has been very 
fcarce. A man of your candour will be furprifed 
when I tell you, that among all my acquaintance there 
were only two, who upon the publication of my book 
did not endeavour to deprefs me with threats of cen- 
fure from the public, or with objections learned from 
thofe who had learned them from my own Preface. 
Yours is the only letter of good-will that 1 have re- 
ceived, though, indeed 1 am promifed fomething of 
that fort from Sweden. 

“ How my new edition will be received I know 
not; the fubfeription has not been very fuccefsful. i 
fhall pubhfli about March. 

“ If you can direct me how to fend propofals, I 
~fliould willi that they were in fuch hands. 

“ 1 re- 
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“ I remember, Sir, in feme of the firft letters with 

which you favoured me, you mentioned your lady. 
May I inquire after her? In return for the favours 
which you have fhewn me, it is not much to tell you, 
that I vvifh you and her all that can conduce to your 
happinefs. I am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged, 
And moft humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson. 
Gough fquare, Dec. 24, 1757.'’ 
In 1758 we find him, it fhould feem, in as eafy 

and pleafant a ftate of exiftence, as conftitutional 
unhappinefs ever permitted him to enjoy. 

Soon after this, Mr. Burney, during a vifit to the 
capital, had an interview with him in Gough-fquare, 
where he dined and drank tea with him, and was 
introduced to the acquaintance of Mrs. Williams. 
After dinner, Mr. Johnfon propofed to Mr. Burney 
to go up with him into his garret, which being ac- 
cepted, he there found about five or fix Greek folios, 
a deal writing-defk, and a chair and a half. John- 
fon giving to his gueft the enti.e fear, tottered him- 
fi if on one with only three legs and one arm. Here 
he gave Mr. Burney Mrs. Williams’s hiftory, and 
Int wed him fome volumes of his Shakfpeare already 
printed, to prove that he was in eameft. Upon Mr. 
Burney’s opening the firft volume, at the Merchant 
of Venice, he obferved to him, that he feemed to be 
more fevere on Warburton than Theobald. “ O 
poor Tib! (faid Johnfon) he was ready knocked 
down to my hands; Warburton hands between me 
and him.” “ But, Sir, (faid Mr. Burney) you’ll vhave Warburton upon your bones, won’t you?” 
“ No, Sir; he’ll not come out: he’ll only growl in 
his den.” “ Bot you think, Sir, that Warbuiton is 
a fuperior critic to Theobald ?”—“ O, Sir, he’d make two-* 
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tvvo-and-fifty Theobald’s cut into llices ! The worft 
of Warburton is, that he has a rage for faying fome- 
thing, when there is nothing to befaid.”—Mr. Bur- 
ney then afked him whether he had feen the letter 
which Warburton had written in anfwer to a pam- 
phlet addreffed to “ The moft impudent Man alive.” 
He anfwered in the negative. Mr. Burney told him 

; it was fuppofed to be written by Mallet. The con- 
troverfy now raged between the friends of Pope and 
Bolingbroke ; and Warburton and Mallet were the 
leaders of the feveral parties. Mr. Burney afked 
him then if he had feen Warburton’s book againft 

i Bolingbroke’s Philofophy ? “ No, Sir; I have never 
read Bolingbroke’s impiety, and therefore am not 
interefted about its confutation.” 

On the fifteenth of April he began a new periodi- 
cal paper, entitled “ T he Idler,” which came out 
every Saturday in a weekly newfpaper, called “ The 
Uivverfal Chronicle, or Weekly Gazette,” pub- 
Itfiied by Newbery. Thefe ellays were'continued 
till Apr ! 5, j"6o. Of one hundred and three, 

i their total number, twelve were contributed by his 
friends i of which. Numbers 33, 93, and g6, were 
written by Mr. Thomas Warton ; No. 67, by Mr. 
Langton;'and No. 76, 79, and 82, by Sir Jolhua 
Reynolds; the concluding words of No. 82, “ and 
pollute his canvas with deformity,” being added by 
Johnfon. 

The Idler is evidently the work of the fame 
mind which produced the Rambler, but has lefs 

1) body, and more fpirit. If has more variety of real 
life; and greater facility of language. He deferibes 
the miferies of idlenefs, with the lively frnfations of 
one who had felt them; and in his private memoran- 
dums while engaged in it, we find “ This year I 

| hope to learn diligence.” Many of thefe excellent 
efi'ays were written as haftily as an ordinary letter. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Langton remembers Johnfon, when on a vifit at 
Oxford, afking him one evening how long it was 
till the poft went out; and on being told about half an hour, he exclaimed, “ then we fhall do very well.” 
He upon this inftantly fat down and finifhed an Idler, 
which it was neceflary fhould be in London the next 
day. Mr. Langton having dignified a wifh to read 
it, “ Sir, (faid he) you Ihall not do more than I 
have done myfelf.” He then folded it up, and fent 
it off. 

In 1759, *in the month of January, his mother 
died, at the great age of ninety, an event which 
deeply affected him, not that his mind had acquired 
no iirmnefs by the contemplation of mortality,” but 
that his reverential afFedtion for her was not abated 
by years, as indeed he retained all his tender feelings 
even to the lateft period of his life. He regretted 
much his not having gone to vifit his mother for 
feveral years previous to her death. But he was 
confiantly engaged in literary labours, which con- fined him to London ; and though he had not the 
comfort of feeing his aged parent, he contributed 
liberally to her fupport. 

Soon after this event, he wrote his Rasselas, 
Prince of Aryssinia ; that with the profits he 
might defray the expence of his mother’s funeral, 
and pay fome little debts which fhe had left. He 
told Sir Jofhua Reynolds that he compofed it in the' 
evenings of one week, fent it to the prefs in portions 
as it was written, and had never fince read it over. 
Mr. Strahan, Mr. Johniton, and Mr. Dodfley pur- 
chafed it for a hundred pounds, but afterwards p<dd 
him twenty-five pounds more when it came to a fe- 
cond edition. Confidering the large fums which have been re- 
ceived for compilations, and works requiring not 
much more genius than compilations, we cannot but wonder 
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wonder at the very low price which he was content 
to receive for this admirable performance, which, 
though he had written nothing elfe, would have 
rendered his name immortal in the world of litera- 
ture. None of his writings has been fo extenfively 
diffufed over Europe ; for it has been tranflated into 
moft, if not all, of the modern languages. This 
Tale, with all the charms of oriental imagery, and 
all the force and beauty of which the Englifh lan- 
guage is capable, leads us through the moft impor- 
tant fcenes of human life, and fhews us that this 
ftage of our being is full of “ vanity and vexation of 
fpirit.” 

It will be recolle&ed, that during all this year he 
carried on his Idler, and, no doubt, was proceeding, 
though flowly, in his edition of Shakfpeare. He, 
however, from that liberality which never failed, 
when called upon to aflift other labourers in litera- 
ture, found time to tranflate for Mrs. Lennox’s 
Englifh verfton of Brumoy, “ A Diflertation on the 
Greek Comedy,” and the General Conclulion of the 
book. 

He now refrefhed himfelf by an excurfion to Ox- 
ford, of which the following fhort chara&eriftical 
notice, in his own words, is preferved : “ * * * is 
now making ffea for me. I have been in my gown 
ever fince 1 came here. It was at my firft coming 
quite new and handfome. I have fwum thrice, which 
I had difufed for many years. I have propofed- to 
Vanfittart climbing over the wall, but he has refufed me. And I have clapped my hands till they are fore, 
at Dr. King’s fpeech.” 

His negroe fervant, Francis Barber, having left 
him, and been fome time at fea, not prefled as has 
been fuppofed, but with his own confent, it appears 
from a letter to John Wilkes, Efq. from Dr. S mol let, 
that his mafter kindly inteiefted himfelf in procur- 
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ing his releafe from a ftate of life of which Johnfon 
always expreffed the utmort: abhorrence. He faid, 
“ No man will be a failor who has contrivance 
enough to get himfelf into a gaol; for being in a 
(hip is being in a gaol, with the chance of being 
drowned. And at another time, “ A man in a gaol 
has more room, better food, and commonly better 
company.” 

At this time there being a competition among the 
archite&s of London to be employed in the building 
of Black-friars-bridge, a queflion was very warmly 
agitated whether femicircular or elliptical arches Were 
preferable. In the dtfign offered by Mr. Mylne the 
elliptical form was adopted, and therefore it was the 
great obj’e6I of his rivals to attack it. Johnfon’s 
regard for his friend Adr. Gwyn induced him to en- 
gage in this contraverfy againft Mr. Mylne ; and 
after being at confiderable pains to (ludy the fubje£t, 
he wrote three feveral letters in the Gazetteer, in 
oppofition to his plan. 

In 1760 he wrote “ An Addrefs of the Painters to 
George III. on his Acceflion to the Throne of thefe 
Kingdoms,” which no mortarch ever afcended with 
more hncere congratulations from his people. T wo 
generations of foreign princes had prepared their 
minds to rejoice in having again a Kong, who gloried 
in being “ born a Briton.” He alfo wrote for Mr. 
Baretti the Dedication of his Italian and Knglifh 
Dictionary, to the Marquis of Abreu, then Ambaf- 
fador Extraordinary from Spain at the Court of Great 
Britain. 

Johnfon was now either very idle, or very bufy 
with his Sbakfpeare ; for Adr. B. can find no other 
public ccmpofition by him except an account which 
he gave in the Gentleman’s Adagazine of Mr. 
Tytler’s acute and able vindijation of Mary Queen 
of Scots. . The generofity of Johnfon’s feelings fiiines 
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fhincs forth in the following fentence: “ It has now 
been fafhionable, for near half a century, to defame 
and vilify the houfe of Stuart, and to exalt and mag- 
nify the reign of Elizabeth. The Stuarts have found 
few apologifts ; for the dead cannot pay for praife, 
and who will, without reward, oppofe the tide of 
popularity? Yet there remains Hill among us, not 
wholly extinguiflied, a zeal for truth, a defire of 
eftablifhing right in oppofition to faftnon.” 

An acquaintance firft commenced between Dr. 
Johnfon and Mr. Murphy in the following manner. 
During the publication of “ The Grays-Inn Jour- 
nal,” a periodical paper which was fuccefsfully car- 
ried on by Mr. Murphy alone, when a very young 
man, he happened to be in the country with Mr. 
Foote; and having mentioned that he was obliged to 
go to London in order to get ready for the prefs one 
of the numbers of that Journal, Foote faid to him, 
“ You need not go on that account. Here is a 
French magazine, in which you wril find a very pret- 
ty oriental tale ; tranflate that, and fend it to your 
printer.” Mr Murphy having read the tale, was 
highly pleafed with it, and followed Foote’s advice. 
Y/her. he returned to town, this t?Je was oointed our 
to him in the Rambler, from whence it had been 
tranflated into the French magazine. Mr. Murphy 
then waited upon ^Johnfon, to explain this curious 
incident. His talents, literature, and gentlemanlike 
manners, were foon perceived by Johnfon, and a 
friendfhip was formed which was never bioken. 

In 1761 Johnfon appears to have done little. He was ftill, no doubt, proceeding in his edition of 
Shakfpeare; but what advances he made in it cannot be af-ertaiiied. He, however, contributed this year 
the Preface to “ Roll’s Didtionary of Trade and 
Commerce,” in which he difplays fuch a clear and 
comprehenfive knowledge of the fubjedf, as might 
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lead the reader to think that its author had devoted 
all his life to it. Mr. a(ked him, whether he 

w much of Rolt, and of his work. “Sir, (faid he) I never faw the man, and never read the book. 
The bookfellers wanted a Preface to a Di£fionary of 
Trade and Commerce. I knew very well what fuch a Di&ionary fhould be, and I wrote a Preface accord- 
ingly.” 

Johnfon had now for fome years admitted Mr. Ba- 
retti to his intimacy ; nor did their friendfhip ceafe 
upon their being feparated by Baretti’s revifiting his 
native country. 

An inquiry into the Hate of foreign countries was 
an objedf that feems at all times to have interefted 
Johnfon. Henre Mr. Newbery found no great diffi- 
culty in perfuading him to-write the Introdu&ion to 
acolle<9ion of voyages and travels publifhed by him under the title of “ The World Difplayed.” The 
firft volume appeared in 1759, and the remaining vo- 
lumes in fubfequent years. 

In 1762 he wrote for the Reverend Dr. Kennedy, 
Re£tor of Bradley in Derbyfhire, in a ftrain of very 
courtlv elegance, a Dedication to the King of that 
gentleman’s wmrk, entitled “ A complete Syftem 
of aufonCmicnl Chronology, unfolding the Scrip- 
tures.” 

Theacceffion of George the Third to the throne, 
opened a new and brighter profpe£t to men of lite- 
rary merit, who had been honoured with no mark of 
royaT favour in the preceding reign. His prefent 
MajeHy’s education in this country, as well as his 
tafte and beneficence, prompted him to be the patron 
of fcience and the arts ; and early this year Johnfon 
having been reprefemed to him as a very learned and 
good man, without any certain provifion, his Ma- 
jefty w’as pleafed to grant him a penfion of three 
hundred pounds a year. The Earl of Bute was then prime 
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prime minifter, and had the honour to announce this 

1 inftance of his fovereign’s bounty, concerning which ■ many and various ftories, all equally erroneous, have 
been propagated, malicioufly reprefenting it as a poli-" 
tica! bribe to Johnfon to defert his avowed principles, 

1 and become the tool of a government which he held 
: to be founded in ufurpation. 

Johnfon called on Sir Jofliua Reynolds after his 
M^jefty’s intention had been notified to him, and 1 faid he wifhed to confult his friends as to the pro- ■ priety of his accepting this mark of the royal favour, 
after the definitions which he had given in his Didfi- 

j onary of penjion and penfioners. He faid he would 
not have Sir Jofliua’s anfwer till next day, when he 
would call again, and defired he might think of it. 

f Sir Jofhua anfwered, that he was clear to give his 
opinion then, that there could be no objection to his 
receiving from the King a reward for literary merit ; 
and that certainly the definitions in his Dictionary 
were not applicable to him. Johnfon, it ftiould 
feem, was fatisfied, for he did not call again till he 
had accepted the penfion, and had waited on Lord 
Bute to thank him. He then told Sir Jofliua that 
Lord Bute faid to him exprefslv, “ It is not given 

I you for any thing you are to do, but for what you 
have done.” His Lordfhip, he faid, behaved in the 
handfomeft manner. He repeated the words twice, 
that he might be fure that johnfon heard them, and 
thus fet his mind perfedtly at eafe. 

His definitions of penfion and penfioner, partly 
founded on the fatirical verfes of Pope, which he 

\ quotes, may be generally true j and yet every body 
t rouft allow, that there may be, and have been, in- flances of penfions given and received upon liberal 
| and honourable terms. Thus, then, it is clear, that : there was nothing inconfiftent or humiliating in 

3 John foil’s 
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Johnfon’s accepting of a penfion fo unconditionally 1 

and fo honourably offered to him. 
This year [tybaj his friend Sir Jofhua Reynolds 

paid a vifit of fome weeks to his native county, De- 
vonfhire, in which he was accompanied by Johnfon, 
who was much pleafed with his jaunt, and declared 
he had derived from it a great acceffion of new ideas. 
He was .entertained at the feats of feveral noblemen 
and gentlemen in the weft of England ; but the 
greateft part of the time was paft’ed at Plymouth, 
where the magnificence of the navy, the fhip-build- 
ing and all its circumftances, afforded him a grand 
fubjedl of contemplation. I he Commiffioner of the 
Dock yard paid him the compliment of ordering the 
yacht to convey him and his friend to the Eddyftone, 
to which they accordingly failed. 

We muff not pafs over Mr. BofweH’s account of 
the commencement of his acquaintance with Dr. 
Johnfon, which took place in 1763. “ 1 hough 
“ but two-and-twenty, 1 had for leveral years (fays 
“ Mr. B.) read his works with delight and in- 
“ ftru£iion, and had the higheft reverence for their 
“ author, which had grown up in my fancy into a u s,r luj-ucrious by nguring to 
“ myfelf a ftate of folemn elevated abftrattion, in tc which I fuppofed him to live in the immenfe me- 
“ tropolis of London. Mr. Gentleman, a native U 0f Ireland, who paffed fome years in Scotland as 
“ a player, anj as an inffructof in the Englifti lan- “ guage, a man whofe talents and worth were de- 
“ preffed by misfortunes, had given me a repre- 
“ fentation of his figure and manner; and during « my firft vifit to London, which was for three 
“ months in 1760, Mr. Derrick the poet, who 
“ was Gentleman’s friend and countryman, flat- u tered me with hopes that he would introduce 
“ me to Johnfon, an honour of which I was very “ ambitious. 
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“ ambitious. But he never found an opportunity, <c which made me doubt that he had promifed to do 
“ what was not in his power, till Johnfon fome years 
“ afterwards told me, ‘ Derrick, Sir, might very 
“ well have introduced you. I had a kindnefs for 
“ Derrick, and am forry he is dead.’ 

“ In the fummer of 1761, Mr. Thomas Sheridan 
‘c was at Edinburgh, and delivered le&ures upon the 
“ Englifh Language and Public Speaking to large 
“ and refpe<5lable audiences. I was often in his com- 
“ pany, and heard him frequently expatiate upon 
“ Johnfon’s extraordinary knowledge, talents, and 
“ virtues, repeat his pointed fayings, dtfcribe his 
“ particularities, and boaft of his being his gueft 
‘‘ fometimes till two or three in the morning. At ‘‘ his houfe I hoped to have many opportunities of 
« feeing the fage, as Mr. Sheridan obligingly affure4 
“ me Ilhould not be difappointed. 

« When I returned to London in the end of 
“ 1762, to my furprife and regret I found an irrc- concileable difference had taken place between 

Johnfon and Sheridan. A penfion of two hun- 
o dred pounds a year had been given to Sheridan. 

Johnfon, who thought (lightingly of Sheridan’s 
“ art, upon hearing that he was alfo penfioned, 
“ exclaimed with no little energy, ‘ What! have 
“ they given him a penfion ? Then it is time for 
“ me to give up mine.’ Whether this proceeded 
“ from a momentary indignation, as if it were an 
“ affront to his cxalied merit, that a player Ihould 
“.be rewarded in the fame manner with him, or 
“ was the fudden effedt of a lit of peevilhnefs, it 
“ was unluckily faid, and, indeed, cannot be jufti- 
“ fied. Mr. Sheridan’s peniion was granted to him 
“ not as a player, but as a fuffeier in the caufe of 

s“ government, when he was manager of the The- 
“ atre Royal in Ireland, when parries ran high in 
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tc Anclrnuft alfo be allowed that he was a <c man of literature, and had confiderably improved 
« the arts of reading and fpeaking with diflindnefs 
« and propriety. 

“ Johnfon complained that a man who difliked 
him repeated his farcafm to Mr. Sheridan, with- 

« out telling him what followed, which was, that 
« after a paufe he added, ‘ However, I am glad 
“ that Mr. Sheridan has a penfion, for he is a very 
« good man.’ Sherklan could never forgive this 
“ hafty contemptuous expreffion. It rankled in his 
_« mind; and though I informed him of all that 

Johnfon faid, and that he would be very glad to 
meet him amicably, he pofnively declined repeated 

« offers which I made, and once went off abruptly 
“ from a houfe where he and I were engaged to dine, 
« becau'e he was told that Dr. Johnfon was to be 
“ there. 

“ Mr. Thomas Davies the a<5!or, who then kept 
« a bookfeller’s Ihop in Ruffel-ftieet, Covent-garden, 
“ told me that Johnfon was very much his friend, 
« and came frequently to his houfe, where he more 
“ than once invited me to meet him ; but by fome 
‘4 unlucky accident or other he was prevented from 
“ coming to us. 

« At lad, on Monday the 16th of May, when I 
« was fitting in Mr. Davies’s back parlour, after 
« having drunk tea with him and Mrs. Davies, <c Johnfon unexpedtly came into the fhop; and « Mr. Davies having perceived him through the 
« glafs door of the room in which we were fitting, 
“ advancing towards us;—he announced his aweful 
“ approach to me, fomewhat in the manner of an 
“ a&or in the part of Horatio, when he addrefles “ Hamlet on the appearance of his father’s ghod, 
“ ‘ Loolc, my Lord, it comes.’ I found that 1 had 
“ a very perfect idea of Johnfon’s figure, from the “ portrait 
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‘‘ portrait of him painted by Sir Jofhua Reynolds 
‘‘ (bon after he had publiflied his Didtionary, in the 
‘‘ attitude of fitting in his eafy chair in deep medi- 
“ tation. Mr. Davies mentioned my name, and 
« refpedlfully introduced me to him. I was much 
« agitated; and recolledling his prejudice againft 
« the Scotch, of which I had heard much, 1 faid 
« to Davies, ‘ Don’t tell where I come from.5—■ 
“ ‘ From Scotland,’ cried Davies, roguiftily. ‘Mr. 

1 « Johnfon (faid 1) Ido indeed come from Scotland, 
« but I cannot help it.’ 1 am willing to flatter my- 
« felf that I meant this as light pleal mtry to Tooth 
“ and conciliate him, and not as any humiliating 
« abafement at the expence of my country. But 
“ however that might be, this fpeech was fomewhat 
« unlucky; for with that quicknefs of wit for which 
« he was Co remarkable, he feized the expreflion 
“ ‘ come from Scotland,’ which 1 ufed in the fenfe 
« of being of that count-y ; and as if I had faid 
“ that 1 bad come away from it or left it, retorted, 
“ ‘ Thai, Sir, I find, is what a very great many of 
« your countrymen cannot help.’ T his flroke ftun- 
“ ned me a good deal; and when we had fat down, 
“ 1 felt myfelf not a little embarrafled, and appre- 
“ henfive of what might come next. He then ad* 
“ drefled himfelf to Davies : ‘ What do ydu think 
“ of Garrick? He lias refufed me an order for the 

» “ play for Mifs Williams, becaufe, he knows the 
“ houfe will be full, and that an order would be 

l “ worth three {hillings.5 Kager to take any open- \ “ ing to get into converfatio;i with him, I ventured 
“ to fay, ‘ O, Sir, I cannot think Mr. Garrick 

i “ would grudge fuch a trifle to you.5 ‘ bir, (faid “ he, with a llern look) 1 have known David u Garrick longer than you have done ; and I know 
f “ no right you have to talk to me on the fubje£t.5 i “ Perhaps I dtferved this check; for it .was rather 

“ prefumptuous 
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“ prefumptuous in me, an entire ftranger, toexprefs « any doubt of the juttice of his animadverfion upon 
« his old acquaintance and pupil. I now felt myfelf 
“ much mortified, and began to think that the hope 
« which I had long indulged of obtaining his ac- 
« quaintance was blafted. And, in truth, had not 
« my ardour been uncommonly ftrong, and my refo- I 
« lution uncommonly perfcvering, fo rough a recep- j 
“ tion might have deterred me for ever from making 
“ any further attempts. 

“ I was highly pleafed with the extraordinary vi- | lC gour of his converfation, and regretted that I was 
“ drawn away from it by an engagement at another 
“ plac». I had, for a part of the evening, been left 
“ alone with him, and had ventured to make an ob- 

fervation now and then, which he received very 
“ civilly ; fo that 1 was fatisfied that though there 
« was a roughnefs in his manner, there was noill- 
« nature in his difpofition. Davies followed me to « the door, and when 1 complained to him a little of ; 
« the hard blows which the great man had ^iven me, • 
« he kindly took upon him to confole me by faying, 
“ * Don’t be uneafy. 1 can lee he likes you very w well.’ “ A few days afterwards 1 called on Davies, and | 
« afked him if he thought I might take the liberty of | 
« waiting on Mr. Johnfon at his chambers in the J 
« 1'emple. He raid 1 certainly might, and that Mr. j 
“ Johnfonwould take it as a compliment. So upon j « i'uefday the 24th, after having been enlivened by I 
« the witty fallies of Meffieurs Thornton, Wilkes, 1 
ft Churchill and Lloyd,- with whom 1 had palled the j 
“ morning, I boldly repaired to Jchnfon. His 
“ chamb.-rs were on the firft floor of No. 1, Inner | « 1'emple lane, and I entered them With an impief- 
« fion given me by the Reverend Dr. Blair, of | 
« Edinburgh, who had been introduted to him not 1 
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« long before, and defcribed his having ‘ found the 
« giant in his den.’ 

« He received me very courteoufly; bur, it mufl: “ be confefled, that his apartment, and furniture, 
“ and morning drefs, were fufficiently uncouth. 
“ His brown fuit of clothes looked very rufty; he 
« had on a little old (hrivelled unpowdered wig, 
« which was too fmal! for his head ; his fhirt-neck 
« and knees of his breeches were loofe; his black 
« worfted (lockings ill drawn up; and he had a pair 
« of unbuckled (hoes by way of flippers. But all 
« thefe flovenly particularities were forgotten the 
« moment that he began to talk. Some gentlemen, 
« whom I do not recollect, were fitting with him ; 
“ and when they went away, I alfo rofe; but he faid 
« to me, ‘ Nay, don’t go.’—‘ Sir, (faid 1) I am 
« afraid that l intrude upon you. It is benevolent 
“ to allow me to fit and hear you.’ He feemed 
« pleafed with this compliment, which I fincerely 
“ paid him, and anfweied, ‘ Sir^ I am obliged to 
“ any man who vifits me.’ 

“ When i rofe a fecund time he again prefled me w to (lay, which 1 did. 
“ He told me, that he generally went abroad at 

“ four in the afternoon, and feldom came home till K two in the morning. 1 took the liberty to afk if cc he did not think it wrong to live thus, and not 
“ make more ufe of his great talents. He owned u it was a bad habit. On reviewing, at thediftance 
“ of many years, mv journal of this period, I won- 
“ der how, at my (irfl: vifit, I ventured to talk to him 

! “ fo freely, and that he bore It w;th ro much indul- 
“ gence. 

1 “ Before we parted he was fo good as to promife 
i “ to favour me with his company one evening at my 
[ “ lodgings; and, as I took my leave, fhr>ok me cor- 
| u dially by the hand. It is almofl needlefs to add, 

E “ that 
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•“ that I.felt no little elation at having now fo happily 
“ eftablilhed an acquaintance of which I had been fo 
“ long ambitious. 

“ I had learnt that his place of frequent refort was 
« the Mitre tavern in Fleet-ftreet, where he loved to 
« fit up late, and I begged I might be allowed to 
« pafs an evening with him there foon, which he 
« promifed 1 fhould. A few days afterwards l met 
« him near Temple-bar about one o’clock in the 
« morning, and afked if he would then go to the « Mitre. ‘Sir, (faid he) it is too late; they won’t 
« Utus in. But I’ll go with you another night with 
“ all my heart.” Johnfon had a very philofophical mind, and fuch a 
rational refpe£t for teftimony, as to make him fubmit 
his underftanding to what was authentically proved, 
though he could not comprehend why it was fo. 
Being thus difpofed, he was willing to inquire into 
the truth of any relation of fupematural agency, a general belief of which has prevailed in all nations 
and ages. But fo far was he from being the dupe of 
implicit faith, that he examined the matter with a 
jealous attention, and no man was more ready to 
refuse its fallhood when he had difeovered it. 
Churchill, in his poem entitled “ The Ghoft,” 
availed himfelf of the abfurd credulity imputed to 
johnfon, and drew a caricature of him under the 
name of “ Pomposo,” reprefenting him as one of 
the believers of the ftory of a Ghoft in Cock-lane, which in the year 1762 had gained very general credit 
in London. Johnfon, however, was one of thofe 
by whom the impofture was detedled. The ftory 
had become fo popular, that he thought it Ihould be inveftigated ; and in this refearch he was affifted by 
the Reverend Dr. Douglas, now Bifliop of Carlifle, the great dete&er of impoftures, who fays, that after 
the gentlemen who went and examined into the evi- 6 dencc 
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dence were fatisfied of its falfity, Johnfon wrote in 
their prefence an account of it, which was publ filed 
in the newfpapers and Gentleman’s Magazine, and 
undeceived the world. 

The account was as follows : “ On the night of 
the ift of February, many gentlemen, eminent for 
their rank and chara&er, were, by the invitation of 
the Reverend Mr. Aldrich, of Clerkenwell, afiem- 
bled at his houfe, for the examination of the noifes 
fuppofed to be made by a departed fpirit, for the de- 
tection of fome enormous crime. 

“ About ten at night the gentlemen met in the 
chamber in which the girl fuppofed to be difturbed 
by a fpirit, had, with proper caution, been put to 
bed by feveral ladies. They fat rather more than an 
hour, and hearing nothing, went down ftairs, when 
they interrogated the father of the girl, who denied, 
in the ftrongeft terms, any knowledge or belief of 
fraud. 

“ The fuppofed fpirit had before publicly pro- 
mifed, by an affirmative knock, that it would attend one of the gentlemen into the vault under the church 
of St. John, Clerkenwell, where the body is depo- 
fited, and give a token of her prefence there, by a 
knock upon her coffin ; it was therefore determined 
to make this trial of the exiftence or veracity of the 
fuppofed fpirit. 

“ While they were inquiring and deliberating, 
they were fummoned into the girl’s chamber by fome 
ladies who were near her bed, and who had heard 
knocks and fcratches. When the gentlemen enter- 
ed, the girl declared that (he felt the fpirit like a 
moufe upon her back, and was required to hold her 
hands out of bed. From that time, though the 
fpirit was vrry folemnly required to manifeft its ex- 
illence by appearance, by impreffion on the nand or 
body of any prefint, by feratchess knocks, or . any 

£ 2 4,:hcr 
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other agency, no evidence of any preter-natural 
power was exhibited. 

“ The fpirit was then very ferioully advertifed 
that the perfon to whom the promife was made of 
ifrtking the coffin, was then about to vifit the vault, 
and that the performance of the promife was then 
claimed. The company at one o’clock went into 
the church, and the gentleman to whom the promife 
was made, went with another into the vault. The 
fpirit was folemnly required to perform its promife, 
but nothing more than filehce enfued^ the perfon fuppofed to be accufed by the fpirit, then went down 
with feveral others, but no effedl was perceived. Upon their return they examined the girl, but could 
draw no confeffion from her. Between two and three 
(he defired and was permitted to go home with her 
father. 

“ It is, therefore, the opinion of the whole af- 
fembly, that the child has fome art of making or counterfeiting a particular noife, and that there is 
no agency of any higher caufe.” 

Talking of London, he obferved to Mr. B. « Sir, if \ou wifh to have a juft notion of the mag- 
nitude of this city, you muft not be fatisfied with 
feeing its great ftreets and fquares, but muft furvey 
the innumerable little lanes and courts. It is not in 
the ftiewy evolutions of buildings, but in the mul- 
tiplicity of human habitations which are crouded 
tooether, that the wonderful immenfity of London 
confifts.” 

To fuch a degree of unreftfained franknefs had 
Dr. Johtlfon now accuftomed Mr. Bofwell, that 
he talked to the Dotftor of the numerous reflec- 
tions which had been thrown out againft him on account of his having accepted a penfion from 
his prefent Majefty. “ Why, Sir, (laid he, with 
a hearty laugh) it is a mighty foolifh noife that they >- j make. 
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make. I have accepted of a penfion as a reward 
which has been thought due to my literary merit; 
and now that I have this penfion, I am the fame 
man in every refpefl that I have ever been ; I retain 
the fame principles. It is true, that 1 cannot now 
curfe (fmiling) the houfe of Hanover; nor would it 
be decent for me to drink King James’s health in the 
wine that King George gives me money to pay for. 
But, Sir, 1 think that the pleafure of curfing the 
houfe of Hanover, and drinking King James’s health, 
are amply overbalanced by three hundred pounds a 
year.” 

As Mr. B. and the Do&or walked along the 
Strand one night, arm in arm, a woman of the 
town accofted them, in the ufuai enticing manner. 
“ No, no, my girl, (faid Johnfon) it won’t do.” 
He, however, did not treat her with harflinefs; talk- 
ed of the wretched life of fuch women; and agreed, 
that much more mifery than happinefs, upon the 
whole, is produced by illicit commerce between the 
fexes. 

Sunday, July 31, 1763, Mr. B. told him he had 
been that morning at a meeting of the people called 
Quakers, where he had heard a woman preach. 
Johnfon faid, “ Sir, a woman’s preaching is like a" 
dog’s walking on his hinder legs. It is not done 
well ; but you are furprifed to find it done at all.” 

Before Mr. B. fet out for foreign parts, he had 
the misfortune to irritate his great friend uninten- 
tionally. Mr. B. mentioned to him how common 
it was in the world to tell abfurd ftories of him, ai>J 
to aferibe to him very ftrange fayings. Johnson. 
“ What do they make me fay, Sir?” Boswell. 
“ Why, Sir, as an inftance very ftrange indeed, David Hiitme told me, you faid that you would 
ft and before a battery of cannon, to reftore the Con- 
vocation to its full powers.”—Little did Mr. B. 

apprehend 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON-. 78 
xpprehend that he had actually faid th^s; but he was 
foon convinced of his error; for, with a determined 
look, he thundered out, ct And, would I not, Sir? 
Shall the Prefbyterian Kirk of Scotland have its 
General Aflembly, and the Church of England be 
denied its Convocation ?” He was walking up and 
down the room while Mr. B. told him the anecdote ; 
but when he uttered this explofion of high-church 
zeal, he had come clofe to Mr. B.’s chair, his eyes 
ftafliing with indignation. Mr. B. bowed to the 
Uorm, and diverted the force of it, by leading him 
to expatiate on the influence which religion derived 
from maintaining the church with great external refpedfability. 

Early in 1764 Johnfon paid a vifit to the Langton 
family, at their feat of Langton, in Lincolnfhire, 
where he pafled fome time, much to his fatisfadtion. 
His friend Bennet Langton, it will not be doubted, 
did every thing in his power to make the place agree- 
able to foilluftrious agueft ; and the elder Mr. Lang- 
ton and his lady, being fully capable of underftand- 
ing his value, were not wanting in attention. 

Soon after his return to London, which was in 
February, was founded that club which exilted long without a name, but at Mr. Garrick’s funeral be- 
came diftinguifhed by the title of The Literary 
Club. Sir Jofhua Reynolds had the merit of being 
the firft propofer of it, to which^Johnfon acceded, 
and the original members were. Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, Dr. J< hnfon, Mr. Edmund Burke, Dr. 
Nugent, Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Dr. Gold- 
fmith, Mr. Chamier, and Sir John Hawkins. They 
met at the Turk’s Head, in Gerard ftreet, Soho, 
one evening in every week, at feven, and generally 
continued their conveifation till a pretty late hour. 
1 his club has been gradually increafed, and inftead 
ef afl'emblingin the evening, they now dine together 
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at a tavern in Dover-ftreet, once a fortnight, during 
the meeting of Parliament. Between the time of its 
formation, and the year 17QO, the following perfons, 
now dead, were members of it: Mr. Dunning, (af- 
terwards Lord Afhburton) Mr. Dyer, Mr. Garrick, 
Dr. Shipley, Bifhop of St. Afaph, Mr. Vefey, and 
Mr. Thomas Warton. 

In this year, except what he may have done in 
revifing Shakfpeare, we do not find that he laboured 
much in literature. He wrote a review of Grainger’s 
“ Sugar Cane, a Poem,” in the London Chronicle. 

The eafe and independence to which he had at 
lad attained by royal munificence, increafed his 
natural indolence. In his “ Meditations” he thus 
accufes himfelf: “Good Friday, April 20, 1764. 
1 have made no reformation ; i have lived totally 
ufelefs, more fenfual in thought, and more addicted 
to wine and meat.” And next morning he thus 
fedingly complains: “ My indolence, fmce my laft 
reception of the facramenr, has funk into groffer 
fluggifhnefs, and my diilipation fpread into wilder 
negligence. My thoughts have been clouded with 
fenfuality; and, except that from the beginning of 
this year I have, in feme meafuie, forborn excels of 
ftrong drink, my appetites have predominated over 
my realon. A kind of ftrange oblivion has over- 
fpread me, fo that I know not what has become of 
the laft year ; and perceive that incidents and intelli- 
gence pafs over me, without leaving any impreflion.” 
He then folemnly fays, “ This is not the life to which 
heaven is promifedand he earneftly refolves on 
amendment. 

It was his cuftom to obferve certain days with a 
pious abftradtion ; viz. New-year’s-day, the day of 
his wife’s death, Good Friday, Eafter-day, and his 
own birth-day. He this year [1764] fays, “ I have 
now fpent fifty-five years in refolving; having, from 

the 
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the earlieft time almoft that I can remember, bcch 
forming fchemes of a better life. I have done no- 
thing. The need of doing, therefore, is preffing, 
fmce the time of doing is thort. O God, grant me 
to refolve aright, and to keep my refclutions, for 
Jesus Christ’s fake. Amen.” About this time he was alHi<2ed with a very fevere 
return of the hypochondriac diforder, which was 
ever lurking about him. He was fo ill, as, not- 
withftanding his remarkable love of company, to 
be entirely averfe to fociety, the moft fatal fymptom 
of that malady. Dr. Adams told Mr. B. that, as 
an old friend, he was admitted to vifit him, and 
that be found him in a deplorable ftate, fighing, 
groaning, talking to himfelf, and rdtlefsly walking 
from room’fo room. He then ufed this emphaticai 
exprefiion of the mifery which he felt: “ 1 would 
confent to have a limb amputated to recover my 
fpirits.” 

That the moft minute ftngulariti; s which belong- 
ed to him, and made very obfervable parts of his 
appearance and manner, may not be omitted, it is 
requifite to mention, that while talking or even 
mufing as he fat in his chair, he commonly {hook 
his head in a tremulous manner, moving h s body 
backwards and forwards,, and rubbing his Idft knee 
in the fame direction with the palm of his hand. 
In the intervals of articulating he made various- 
founds with his mouth, fometimes as if ruminating, 
or what is called chewing the cud, fometimes giving 
a half whiftle, fometimes making his tongue play 
backwards from the roof of his mouth, as if cluck- 
ing like a hen, and fometimes protruding it againft his upper gums in front, as if pronouncing quickly 
tinder his breath, too, too, too: all this accompanied 
fometimes with a thoughtful look, but more fre- 
quently with a fmile. 
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Early in the year 1765 he paid a fhort vifit to the 

Univerfity of Cambridge, with his friend Mr. Beau- 
clerk. There is a lively pi&urefque account of his 
behaviour on this vifit, in the Gentleman’s Maga- zine for March 1785, being an extra# of a letter 
from the late Dr. John Sharp. The two following fentences are very chara#eriftical: “ He drank his 
large potations of tea with me, interrupted by many 
an indignant contradidfion, and many a noble fenti- 
ment.”—“ Several perfons got into his company the 
laft evening at Trinity, where, about twelve, he be- 
gan to be very great; ftripped poor Mrs. Macauley to the very fkin, then gave her for his toad, and drank 
her in two bumpers.” 

He appears this year to have been feized with a 
temporary fit of ambition, for he had thoughts both 
of ftudying law and of engaging in politics. This year was alfo difttnguifhed by his being in- 
troduced into the family of Mr. Thrale, one of the 
moft eminent brewers in England, and Member of 
Parliament for the borough of Southwark. Fo- 
icigners are not a little amazed when they hear of 
brewers, diltillers, and men in fimilar departments 
of trade, held forth as perfons of confider^ble con- 
lequence. Johnfon ufed to give this account of the rile of, Mr. Thrale’s father: “ He w-oyked at fix 
fhdlings a week for twenty years in the great 
brewery, which afterwards was his own. The pro- 
pi ietor of it had an only daughter, who was married 
to a nobleman. It was not fit that a peer fhould 
continue the biifinefs. On the old man’s, death, 
therefore, the brewery was to be fold. To find a 
purchaler for fo large a property was a difficult mat- 
ter; and, after fome time, it was fuggefied, that it 
would be advifeabie to treat withThrale, a feniibie, 
adtive, honeft man, who had been long employed in 
the bouft, and to transfer the whole to him for thirty 

E 5 thousand 
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thoufand pounds, fecurity being taken upon the pro- 
per tv. Tbis was accordingly fettled. In eleven years Thrale paid the purchafe-money. He acquired a 
large fortune, and lived to be Member of Parliament 
for S uthwark. But what was moft remarkable was I 
the liberality with which he ufed his riches. He 
gave his fon and daughters the beft education. The 
cfkem which his good conduit procured him from the 
nobleman who had married his mafter’s daughter, made.him be treated with much attention; and his 
fon, both at fchool and at the Univerfity of Oxford, 
afi'ociated with young men of the firfr rank. His 
allowance from his father, after he left college, was 
fplendid ; no lefs than a thoufand a year. This, in 
a man who had rifen as old Thrale did, was a very extraordinary inftance of generofity. He ufed to 
f«y, “ If this young dog does not find fo much after 
1 am gone as he expeits, let him s^fnember that he has had a great deal in my own time.” 

Mr. Thrale had married Mifs Hefther Lynch 
Salufbury, of good Welch extraition, a lady of 
lively talents, improved by education. That John- 
fon’s imroduifion into Mr. Thrale’s family, which 
contributed fo much to the happinefs of his life, was 
owing to her defire for his converfation, is the moft 
probable and general fuppofition. But it is not the 
truth. Mr. Murphy, who was intimate with Mr. 
Thrale, having fpoken very highly of Dr. Johnfon, 
he was requetfed to make them acquainted. This 
being mentioned to Johnfon, he accepted of an in- 
vitation to dinner at Thrale’s, and was fo much 
plcafed with his reception, both by Mr. and Mrs. i hrale, and they fo much pleafed with him, that 
his invitations to their houfe were more and more 
frequent, till at laft he became one of the family, 
and an aparment was appropriated to him, both 
in their houfe in Southwark, and in their villa at 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 83 
Nothing could be more fortunate for Johnfon than 

this connexion. He had at Mr. Thrale’s all the 
comforts and even luxuries of life; his melancholy 
was diverted, and his irregular habits lefi'ened by 
aflbciation with an agreeable and well ordered fami- 
ly. He was treated with the utmoft refpeft, and 
even affedion. The vivacity of Mrs. Thrale’s li- 
terary talk roufed him to cheerfulnefs and exertion, 
even when they were alone. But this was not often 
the cafe; for he found here a conflant fucceffion of 
what gave him the higheit enjoyment, thefociety of 
the learned, the witty, and the eminent in every 
way, who were afiembled in numerous companies, 
called forth his wonderful powers, and gratified him 
with admiration, to which no man could be infen- 
fible. 

In the October of this year he at length gave to 
the world his edition of Shakfpeare, which, if it 
had no other merit but that of producing his Pre- 
face, in which the excellencies and defeds of that 
immortal bard are difplayed with a mafterly hand, 
the nation would have had no reafon to complain. 
A blind indifcriminate admiration of Shakfpeare had expofed the Britifl) nation to the ridicule of foreign- 
ers. Johnfon, by candidly admitting the faults of 
his poer, had the more credit in bellowing on him 
deferved and indifputable praife; and doubtlefs none 
of all his panegyrilts have done him half fo much 
honour. 

Trinity College, Dublin, at this time furprifed 
Johnlbn with a fpontaneous compliment of the high- 
eft academical honours, by creating him Dodor of 
Laws. 

Th:s unfdicited mark of diltindion, conferred on 
fo great a literary charader, did much honour to the 
judgment and liberal fpirit of that learned body. 

Juhnion 
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Johnfon acknowledged tbe favour in a letter to Dr. 1 

Lcdand, one of their number. Johnfon in 1766, lived in a good houfe in John- 
fon’s-court, Fleet-ftreet, in which he had accommo- 
dated Mil's Williams with an apartment on the 
ground floor, while Mr. Level occupied his port in 
the garret; his faithful Francis (a black fervant) ftill 
attending upon him. 

He ufed to fay of Goldlmith’s Traveller, “ There 
has not been fo fine a p5em fince Pope’s time.” 

And here it is proper to fettle, with authentic pre- 
cifion, what has long floated in public report, as to 
Johnfoh’s being himfelf the author of a confiderable 
part of that poem. But in the year 1783, he marked 
with a pencil the lines which he had furnifhed, which 
are only line 420, 

“ To ftop too fearful, and too faint to go 
and the concluding ten lines, except the lafl: couplet 
but one, d.ftinguithed by the Italic char after: 

flow fmall ef all that human hearts endure, That pan which kings or laws can caufe or cure. Ijriii to curfelves in cvctj place confign’d, Our own felicity we make or find ; With fecret courfe, which no loud ftorms annoy, Glide.) the fmooth current of domeftic joy. TAe lifted axe, tbe agewiking -wheel. Lute's iron crown, and Damien s bed of feel. To men remote from power, but rarely known, Leave reafoti, faith, and confciencc, all our own.’’ 
Dr. Johnfon fovoured Mr. B. by marking the 

lines which he furnilhed to Goldfmith’s “ Deferted 
Village,” which are only the four laft: 

“ 1 hut trade’s pirotid empire haftes to fwift decay-, As ocean (weeps the labour'd mole away: V.’hiie lelt-dependent power can time defy. As rocks refat the billows and die fey.” One 
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One evening, Dr. Goldfmith and Mr. Bofwell 

called on him, with the hope of prevailing on him 
to fup with us at the Mitre. They found him in- 
difpofed, and refolved not to go abroad. “ Come 
then, (faid Goldfmith) we will not go to the Mitre 
to-night, fince we cannot have the big man with 
us.” Johnfon then called for a bottle of port, of 
which Goldfmith and Mr. B. partook, while the 
Do&or, now a water drinker, fat by. Goldsmith. 
“ I think, Mr. Johnfon, you don’t go near the 
theatres now. You give yourfelf no more concern 
about a new play, than if you had never had any 
thing to do with the ftage.” Johnson. “Why, 
Sir, our taftes greatly alter. The lad does not care 
for the child’s rattle, and the old man does not 
care for the young man’s whore.” Goldsmith. 
“ Nay, Sir; but your Mufe was not a whore.” 
Johnson. “ Sir, l do not think fhe was. But as 
we advance in the journey ot life, we diop fome of 
the things which have pleafed us; whether it be that 
we are fatigued and don’t choofe to carry fo many 
things any farther, or that we find other things 
which we like better.” Boswell. “ But, Sir, 
why don’t you give us fomething in fome other 
way?” Goldsmith. “ Ay, Sir, we have a claim 
upon you.” Johnson. “No, Sir, I am not obliged 
to do any more. No man is obliged to do as much 
as he can do. A man is to have part of his life to 
himfelf. If a foldier has fought a good many cam- 
paigns, he is not to be blamed if he retires to eafe 
and tranquillity. A phyfician, who has pradifed 
long in a great city, may be excufed if he retires to 
a fmall town, and takes lefs pra&ice. Now, Sir, 
the good I can do by my converfation bears the fame 
proportion to the good 1 can do by my writings, that 
the pra&ice of a phyfician, retired to a fmall town, 

does 
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does to his pra&ice in a great city.” Boswell. “ But I wonder, Sir, you have not more pleafure in 
writing than in not writing.” Johnson. “ Sir, 
you may wonder.” 

He talked of making verfes, and obferved, “ The 
great difficulty is to know when you have made 
good ones. When compofmg, I have generally i 
hid them in my mind, perhaps hfty at a time, walk- 
ing up and down in my room; and then I have 
wrote them down, and often, from lazinefs, have 
written only half lines. 1 have written a hundred 
lines in a day. I remember I wrote a hundred 
lines of * The Vanity of human Wifhes’ in a day. 
Do£tor, (turning to Goldfmith) I am not quite 
idle; I made one line t’other day ; but 1 made no 
more.” Goldsmith. “ Let us hear it; we’ll put 
a bad one to it.” Johnson. “No, Sir; I have for- 
got it.” 

It appears from his diary, that he was this year (>. e. 1766) at Mr. Thrale’s, from before Midfum- 
mer till after Michaelmas, and that he afterwards 
pafied a month at Oxford. He had then contracted 
a great intimacy with Mr. Chambers, of that Uni- 
verfity, now Sir Robert Chambers, one of the 
Judges in India. 

He publifhed nothing this year in his own name; 
but the noble Dedication to the King, of Gwyn’s 
“ London and Weftminftcr Improved,” was written 
by him ; and he furnilhed the Preface, and feveral 
of the pieces, wh'ch compofe a volume of Mifcel* lanies by Mrs. Anna Williams, the blind lady who 
had an afylum in his houfe. Mr. Cuthbert Shaw, alike diftinguiftied by his 
genius, misfortunes, and mifconduft, publilhed this 
year a poem, called “ The Race, by Mercurtus 
Spur, Eiq.” in which he whimfically made the liv- 
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ing poets of England contend for pre-eminence of 
fame by running : 

“ Prove by their heels the prowefs of the head.” 
In this poem there was the following portrait of johnfon: 

“ Here Johnfon comes,—unbleft with outward grace. His rigid morals ftamp’d upon his face. While ftrong conceptions llruggle in his brain 5 (For even Wit is brought to-bed with pain :) To view him, porters with their loads, would reft, And babes cling frighted to the nurfe’s bread. With looks convuls’d, he roars in pompous drain, And, like an angry lion, fkakes his mane. The Nine, with terror ftruck, who ne’er had feen, Aught human with fo horrible a mien. Debating whether they ihould ftay or run. Virtue fteps forth, and claims him for her fon. With gentle fpeech (he warns him now to yield, Nor ftain his glories in the doubtful field; But wrapt in confcious worth, content fit down, Since Fame, refolv’d his various pleas to crown. Though forc'd his prefent claim to difavow, Had long referv’d a chaplet for his brow. He bows, obeys; for Time lhall firft expire. Ere Johnfon ftay, when Virtue bids retire.” 
In February, 1767, there happened one of the 

moft remarkable incidents of Johnfon’s life, which 
gratified his monarchical enthuliafm, and which he 
loved to relate with all its circumftances, when 
requefted by his friends. This was his being ho- 
noured by a private converfation with his Majefty, 
in the library at the Queen’s houfe. He had fre- 
quently vifited • thofe fplendid rooms and noble col- 
lodion of books, which he ufed to fay was more 
numerous and curious than he fuppofed any perfon could have made in the time which the King had 
employed. Mr. Barnard, the librarian, took care 
that he fhoull have every accommodation that could 
contribute to his cafe and convenience, while indnlg- 
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ing his literary tafle in that place ; fo that he had' 
here a very agreeable refource at leifure hours. 

His Majefty having been informed of his occa- 
fional vifits, was pleafed to fignify a defire that he 
ihould be told when Dr. Johnfon came next to, th^ 
library. Accordingly, the next time that fofuifpn 
did come, as foon as he was fairly engaged with a 
book, on which, while he fat by the fire, he feemed 
quite intent, Mr. Barnard ftole round to the apart- 
ment where the King was, and, in obedience to his 
Majefty’s commands, mentioned that Dr. Johnfon 
was then in the library. His Majefty faid he was 
at leifure, and would go to him j upon which Mr. Barnard took one of the candles that flood'on the 
King’s table, and lighted his Majefty through a fuit 
of rooms, till they came to a private door into the 
library, of which his Majefty had the key. Being 
entered, Mr. Barnard flepped forward haftily to 
Dr. Johnfon, who was ftill in a profound ftudy, and 
whifpered him, “ Sir, here is the King.” Johnfon 
flatted up, and ftdod ftill.' His Majefty approached 
him, and at once was courteoufly eafy. 

His Majefty began by obferving, that he under- 
ftood he came fometimes to the library ; and then 
mentioning his having heard that the Doctor had been lately at Oxford, afked him if he was not fond 
of going thither. To which Johnfon anfwered, that he was indeed fond'of going to Oxford fome- 
times, but was likewife glad to come back again. 
The King then afked him what they were doing at 
Oxford. Johnfon anfwered, he could not much 
commend their diligence, but that in fome refpecis 
they were mended, for they had put their ptefs under 
better regulations, and were at that time printing 
Polybius. He was then alked whether there were 
better libraries at Oxford or Cambridge. He an- 
Iwered, he believed the Bodleian was larger than any - 
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any they had at Cambridge; at the fime time add- 
ing, “ I hope, whether we have more books or not 
than they have at Cambridge, we fliall make as 
good ufe of them as they do.” Being alked whether 
All-Souls or Chrift-Church library was the largeft, 
he anfwered, “ All Souls library is the largeft we 
have, except the Bodleian.” “ Aye, (faid the King) 
that is the public library.” 

His Majefty inquired if he was then writing any 
thing. He anfwered, he was not, for he had pretty 
well told the wosld what he knew, and muft now 
read to acquire more knowledge. The King, as it 
ihould feem with a view to urge him to rely on his 
own ftories as an original writer, and to continue 
his labours, then faid, “ I do not think you borrow 
much from any body.” Johnfon faid, he thought 
he had already done his part as a writer. “ I fhould 
have thought fo too, (faid the King) if you had not 
written fo well.”—Johnfon obferved to Mr. B. upon 
this, that “ No man cottld have paid a handfomer 
compliment; and it was fit for a king to pay. It 
was decifive.” When afked by another friend, at 

|Sir Joftiua Reynolds’s, whether he made any reply 
to this high compliment, he anfwered, “ No, Sir. 
When the King had faid it, it was to be fo. It was 
not for me to bandy civilities with my fovereign.” 
Perhaps no man who had fpent his whole life in 
courts could have (hewn a more nice and dignified 
fenfe of true politenefs, than Johnfon did in this 

; inftance. 
His Majefty having obferved to him that he fup- 

pofed he mutt have read a great deal ; Johnfon 
•anfwered, that he thought more than he read-, that 
,he had read a great deal in the early part of his life, 
but having fallen into ill-health, he had not been 
able to read much, compared with others: for 

‘inftance, he faid he had not read much compared 
with 
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with Dr. Warburton. Upon which the King faid, ; 
that he heard Dr. Warburton was a man of fuch ; 
general knowledge, that you could fcarce talk with,, 
him on any fubjedl on which he was not qualified to | 
fpeak; and that his learning refembled Garrick’s 1 
a&ing, in its univerfality. His Majefty then talked j 
of the controverfy between Warburton and Lowth, which he feemed to have read, and afked Johnfon ; 
what he thought of it. Johnfon anfwered, “ War- 
burton has moft general, moft fcholaltic .learning s, j 
Lowth is the more corre& fcholar. I do not know ; 
which of them calls names beft.” The King was ; pleafed to fay he was of the fame opinion; adding, 
“ You do not think then, Dr. Johnfon, that there , 
was much argument in the cafe.” Johnion faid, 
he did not think there was. “ Why truly, (faid i 
the King) when once it comes to calling names, ' argurnent is pretty well at an end.” 

His Majefty then afked him what he thought of 
Lord Lyttleton’s hiftory, which was then juft pub- 
liftied. Johnfon faid, he thought his ftyle pretty 
good, but that he had blamed Henry the Second 
rather too much. “ Why, (faid the King) they 
feldom do thefe things by halves.” “ No, Sir, (anfwered Johnfon) not to kings.” But fearing to 
be mifunderftood, he proceeded to^ explain himfelf; and immediately fubjoined, “ That for thofe who 
fpoke worfe of kings than they deferved, he could 
find no excufe, but that he could more eafily con- 
ceive how fome might fpeak better of them than they deferved, without any ill intention; for, as kings 
had much in their power to give, thofe who weie favoured by them would frequently, from gratitude, 
exaggerate their praifes; and as this proceeded from 
a good motive, it was certainly excufeable, as far as 
error could be excufeable.’ The 
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The King then afked him what he thought of Dr. 

Hill. Johnfon anfwered, that he was an ingenious 
man, but had no veracity; and immediately menti- 
oned, as an inftanceof it, an affertion of that writer, 
that he had feen objefls magnified to a much greater 
degree by uftng three or four microfcopes at a time, 
than by ufing one. “ Now, (added Johnfon) 
every one acquainted with microfcopes knows, that 
the more of them he looks through, the lefs the 
object will appear.” “ VVhy, (replied the King) 
this is not only telling an untruth, but telling it 
clumfily ; for, if that be the cafe, every one who 

' can look through a microfcope will be able to detedt 
) him.” 

“ I now (faid Johnfon to his friends, when re- 
lating what had pafied) began to confider that I was 

! depreciating this man in the eftimation of his fove- 
reign, and thought it was time for me to fay fomething 

' that might be more favourable.” He added, there- 
: fore, that Dr. HiH was, notwithftanding, a very cu- 

rious obferver ; and if he would have been contented 
to tell the world no more than he knew, he might 
have been a very confiderable man, and needed not 
to have recourfe to fuch mean expedients to raife his 
reputation. 

The King then talked of literary journals, men- 
tioned particularly the 'Journal des Savans, ana afked 
Johnfon if it was well done. Johnlon faid it was 
formerly very well done, and gave fome account of 
the perfons who began it, and carried it on for fome 
years ; enlarging, at the fame time, on the nature 
and ufe of fuch works. The King alked him if it 
was well done now. Johnfon anlwered, he had no 
reafon to think that it was. The King then afked 
him if there were any other literary journals pub- 
liflied in this kingdom, except the Monthly and 

Critical 
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Critical Reviews; and on being anfwered there w.tnj 
no other, his alked Which of them Was th« > beft; Johnfon anfwered, that the Monthly Revievr 
was done with moft care, the Critical upon the beftT 
principles ; adding, that the authors of the Monthly I 
Review were enemies to the Church. This the King l 
faid he was forry to hear. 

The converfatipn next turned on the Philofophicalj 
Tranfadiions, when Johnfon obferved, that they hail! 
now a better method of arranging their materials than 
formerly. “ Aye, (faid the King) they are’obliged- 
to Dr. Johnfon for that;” for his Mtvjeity had heard1 

and remember'd the circuniftance, which Johnfon 
himfelf had forgot. 

His Majefly expreffcd a dcfire to have the literary 
biography of this country ably executed, and pro- 
pofed to. Dr. Johnfon to undertake it. Johnfon 
lignified his readmeis to comply with his Majefty’s 
withes. 

During the whole of this interview, Johnfon 
talked to his Majedy with profound refpedf, but 
dill in his firm manly manner, with a fonorous 
voice, and never in that fubdued tone which is 
commonly ufed at the levee and in the drawing- 
room. After the King withdrew, Johnfon fhewed 
himfelf highly pleated with his Majedy’s converfa- 
tion and gracious behaviour. He faid to Mr. Bar- 
nard, “ Sir, they may talk of the King a§_they will; 
but he is the fineft gentleman 1 have ever fcen.” 
And he afterwards obferved to Mr. Langton, “ Sir, 
his manners are thofe of as tine a gentleman as we 
may furppolb Lewis the Fourteenth or Charles the 
Second.” 

At Sir Jofhua Reynolds’s, where a circle of John- 
fon’s friends was colledled round him to hear his ac- 
count of this memorable converfation. Dr. Jofeph 
Warton, in bis frank and lively manner, was very adtive 
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active in preffing him to mention the particulars. 

. “ Come now, Sir, this is an interefting matter; do 
favour us with it.” Johnfon, with great good hu. 
mour, complied. 

He told them, “ I found hisMajefty wilhed I (hould 
talk, and I made it my bufmefs to talk. I find it 
does a man good to be talked to by his fovereign. In 
the firft place, a man cannot be in a paffion—” Here 
fome queftion interrupted him, which is to be regret- 
ted, as he certainly would have pointed out and illuf- 
trated many circumftances of advantage, from being 
in a fituation, where the powers of the mind are at 
once excited to vigorous exertion, and tempered by reverential awe. 

During all the time in which Dr. Johnfqn was 
employed in relating to the circle at Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds’s the particulars of what pafled between the 
King and him. Dr. Goldfmitli remained unmoved 
upon a fopha at fome diftance, affecting not to join 
in the leaft in the eager curiofity of the company. 
He affigned as a reafon for his gloom and feeming (inattention, that he apprehended Johnfon had relin- 
quifhed his purpofe of iurnifhing him with a prologue 
to his play, with the hopes of which he had been 
flattered ; but it was ftrongly fufpected that he was 
fretting with chagrin and envy at the lingular honour 
Dr. Johnfon had lately enjoyed. At length, the 
franknefs and firnplicity of his natural chara&er pre- 
wailed. He fprung from the fopha, advanced to 
Johnfon, and in a kind of flutter, from imagining 
iiimft If in the fituation which he had juft been hearing 
Ifrefcribed, exclaimed, “ Well, you acquitted yourfelf ■in this c'onv'erfatlon better tnan 1 ftiould have done; 
Tor I ftiould have bowed and Hammered through the 
(whole of it-” 
| He paffed three months at Lichfield this year, where 
Ihe was engaged in a moft Idlemn and affe&ing feene. 

, “ Sunday, 
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“ Sunday, Oft. 18, 1767. Yefterday, Oft. I7j|( 

at about ten in the merning, I took my leave for ever.. 
of my dear old friend, Catherine Chambers, wha> came to live with my mother about 1724, and has:; 
been but little parted fiom us fince. bhe buried my 1 
father, my brother, and my mother. She. is now' 
fifty-eight years old. 

“ I defired all to withdraw, then told her that we 
were to part forever; that as Chriftians, we (hould 
part with prayer ; and that I would, if (he was wil- 
ling, fay a ftiort prayer befide her. She exprefled 
great deftre to hear me y and held up her poor hands, 
as (he lay in bed, with great fervour, while I prayed, 
kneeling by her. 4< 1 then kifled her. She told me, that to part 
was the greateft pa>n that Ihe had ever felt, and that | 
fhe hoped we {hould meet again in a better place. I 
exprelTed, with fwclled eyes, and great emotion of 
tendernefs, the fame hopes. We kifled, and parted. 
I humbly hope to meet again, and to part no more.” 

By thofe who have been taught to look' upon John- 
fon as a man of a harlh and ftern chara&er, let this 
tender and affe&ionate feene be candidly read ; and 
let them then judge whether more warmth of heart, 
and grateful kindnefs, is often found in human na- 
ture. 

It appears from his notes of the ftate of his mind, 
that he fuffered great perturbation and diftra&ion in 
1768. Nothing of his writing was given to the public this year, except the Prologue to his friend 
Goldfmith’s comedy of “ The Good-natured Man.” 

He talked of the heinoufnefs of the crime of adul- 
tery, by which the peace of families was deftroyed. 
He faid, “ Confufion of progeny conftitutes the 
eflence of the crime; and therefore a woman who 
breaks her marriage vows is much more criminal 
than a man who does it. A man, to be fure, is 

criminal 
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criminal in the fight of God : but he does not do his 
wife a very material injury, if he does not infult her ; 
if, for inftance, from mere wantonnefs of appetite, 
he fteals privately to her chambermaid. Sir, a wife 
ought not greatly to refent this. I would not receive 
home a daughter who had run away from her hulband 
on that account. A wife fhould ftudy to reclaim her 
hufband by more attention to pleafe him. Sir, a man 
will not, once in a hundred inftances, leave his wife 
and go to a harlot, if his wife has not been negligent 
Of pleafing.” Being afked if it was not hard that one deviation 
from chaftity fhould abfolutely ruin a young wo- 
man.—Johnson. “ Why no, Sir; it is the great 
principle which fhe is taught. When fhe has given up that principle, fhe has given up every notion of 
female honour and virtue, which are all included in 
chaftity.” 

His fincere regard for Francis Barber, his faithful 
negro fervant, made him fo defirous of his further 
improvement, that he now placed him at a fchool at 
Bifhop Stortford, in Hertfordfhire. This humane 
attention does Johnfon’s heart much honour. 

The late Alexander Earl of Eglintoune, who 
loved wit more than wine, and men of genius more 
than fycophants, had a great admiration of Johnfon ; 
but from the remarkable elegance of his own man- 
ners, was, perhaps, too delicately fenfible of the 
roughnefs which fometimcs appeared in Johnfon’s 
behaviour. One evening about this time, when his 
Lordfhip did Mr. B. the honour to fup at his lodg- 

jings with Ur. Robertfon and feveral other men of 
literary diftination, he regretted that Johnfon had 
not been educated with more refinement, and lived 
mo e in polifhed fociety. “ No, no, my Lord, 
(faid Signor Baretti) do with him what you would, 
he would always have been a bear.” True, (an- 

fwered 
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fwered the Earl, with a fnjile) but he would have ' 
been zdancing Dear.” 

To obviate all the reflexions which have gone 
round the world to Johnfon’s prejudice, by applying 
to him the epithet of a bear^ let us imprefs upon our readers a juft and happy faying of Goldfmith: ! « Johnfon, to be fure, has a roughnefs in his man- , 
ner; but no nun alive has a more tender heart. ; 
He has nothing of the bear but his fkin." 1769. His Majefty having this year inftituted the Royal Academy, Johnfon had the honour of being 
appointed Profeflor of Ancient Literature. In the 
courfe of the year he wrote feme letters to Mrs. 
Thrale, and pafied fome part of the fummer at 
Oxford and at Lichfield. 

When Mr. B. once cenfured a gentleman of his acquaintance for marrying a fecond time, as it (hew- 
ed a difregard of his firft wife, he faid, “ Not at all, 
Sir. On the contrary, were he not to marry again, 
it might be concluded that his firft wife had given 1 him a difguft to marriage; but by talcing a fecond | 
wife he pays the higheft compliment to the firft, fcfy (hewing that (he made him fo happy as a married 
man, that he vvifties to be fo a fecond time.” So ingenious a turn did he give to this delicate queftion. 
And yet, on another occafion, he owned that he 
once had almoft afked a promife of Mrs. Johnfon 
that (he would not marry again, but had checked | 
himfelf. 

Dr. Johnfon honoured Mr. B. with his company at dinner on the 16th of October, at his lodgings in 
Old Bond-ftreet, with Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Mr. j Garrick, Dr. Goldfmith, Mr. Murphy, xMr. Bic- 
kerftaff, and Mr. Thomas Davies. Garrick played 
round him with a fond vivacity, taking hold of the 
breads of his coat, and looking up in his face with ’ 
a lively archnefs, complimented him on the good health 
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health which he feemed then to enjoy ; while the 
fage, fhaking his head, beheld him with a gentle 
complacency. One of the company not being come 
at the appointed hour, Mr. B. propofed, as ufual 
upon fuch occafions, to order dinner to be ferved j 
adding, “ Ought fix people to be kept waiting for 
one?” “ Why yes, (anfwered Johnfon, with a 
delicate humanity) if the one will fuffer more by 
your fitting down, than the fix will do by waiting.” 
Goldfmith, to divert the tedious minutes, ftrutted 
about, bragging of his diefs. “ Come, come, (faid 
Garrick) talk no more of that. You are, perhaps, 
the worft—eheh !”—Goldfmith was eagerly attempt- 
ing to interrupt him, when Garrick went on, laugh- 
ing ironically, “ Nay, you will always lock like a 
gentleman; but 1 am talking of being well or ill 
drejl.’’ “ Well, let me tell you, (faid Goldfmith) 
when my taylor brought home my bloom-coloured 
coat, he faid “ Sir, I have a favour to beg of you. 
When any body afks you who made your clothes, 
be pleafed to mention John Phielby, at the Harrow, 
in Water-lane.” Johnson. “ Why, Sir, that was 
becaufe. he knew the Itrange colour would attradl 
crowds to gaze at it, and thus they might hear of 
him, and fee how well he could make a coat even of 
fo abfurd a colour.” 

October 20, 1769, the Doctor appeared, for the 
only time in his life, as a Witnefs in a Court of Juf- 
tice, being called to give evidence to the character 
of Mr. Baretii, who having ftabbed a man in the 
ftreet, was arraigned at the Old Bailey for murder. 

' Never .did fuch a confldlation of genius enlighten 
1 the'aweful Seffions Houfc ; Mr. Burke, Mr."Gar- rick, Mr. Beauclerk, and Dr. Johnfon: and im- 
| doubted!y their favourable teftimonv had due weight 
with the Court and Jury. Johnfon gave his evidence 

'in a flow, deliberate, and diftindt manner, whioh 
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was uncommonly impreffive. It is well known that 
Mr. Baretti was acquitted. 

Mr. B. one day introduced the fubjeft of death, 
and endeavoured to maintain that the fear of it might 
be got over. He told the Do£tor that Hume faid, he 
was no more uneafy to think he fhould not be after 
this life, than that he had not been before he began to 
exift. Johnson. “ Sir, if he really thinks fo, his 
perceptions are difturbed; he is mad: if he does not 
think fo, he lies. He may tell you, he holds his 
.finger in the flame of a candle, without feeling pain i 
would you believe him? When he dies, he at leaft 
gives up all he has.” Boswell. “ Foote, Sir, 
told me, that when he was very ill he was not afraid 
to die.” Johnson. “ It is not true. Sir. Hold a 
piflol to Foote’s breafl, or to Hume’s breaft, and 
threaten to kill them, and you’ll fee how they be- 
have.” Boswell. “ But may w7e not fortify our 
minds for the approach of death ?” To this queftion 
he anfwered, in a paffion, “ No, Sir, let it alone. 
It matters not how a man dies,, but how he lives. 
The adt of dying is not of importance, it lafts fo 
Iho'rt a time.” He added, (with an earneft look) 
“ A man knows it muft be fo, and fubmits. It will 
do him no good to whine.” 

Mr. B. attempted to continue the converfation, 
but the Doctor was fo .provoked, that he faid, “ Give 
us no more of this; and was thrown into fuch a 
ftate of agitati n, that he exprefled himfelf in a way 
that alarmed and diftreifed Mr. B. he fhewed an im- 
patience to be alone, and when Mr. B. was going 
away, called to him flemly, “ Don’t let us meet to- 
morrow.” 

In 1770 he publilhed apolitical pamphlet, entitled 
“ The Falfe Alarm,” intended to juftify the conduct 
of rniniftiy and their majority in the Houle of Com- 
mons, for having virtually aflumed it as an axiom, that 
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that the expulfion of a Member of Parliament was 
equivalent to exclufion, and thus having declared 
Colonel Lutterel to be duly ele&ed for the county of 
Middlefex, notwithftanding Mr. Wilkes had a great 
majority of votes. This being juflly confidered as a 
grofs violation of the right of election, an alarm for 
the conftitution extended itfelf all over the kingdom. 
To prove this alarm to be falfe, was the purpofe of 
Johnfon’s pamphlet; but even his vaft powers were 
inadequate tocope with conftitutional truth and rea- 
fon, and his argument failed of effedf; and the Houfe 
of Commons have fince expunged the offenfive refolu- 
tion from their Journals. 

During this year there was a total cefTation of all 
correfpondence between Dr. Johnfon and Mr. B. 
without any coldnefs on either fide, but merely from 
procraftination, continued from day to day. 

In 1771 he publifhed another political pamphlet, 
entitled “ Thoughts on the late Tranfadtions re- 
fpecting Falkland’s Iflands,” in which, upon mate- 
rials furnifhed to him by miniftry, and upon general 
topics expanded in his richeft ftyle, he fuccefsfully 
endeavoured to perfuade the nation that it was wife 
and laudable'to fuffer the queftion of right to remain 
undecided, rather than involve our country in ano- 
ther war. His defcription of the miferies of war in 
this pamphlet, is one of the fineft pieces of eloquence 
in the Englifh language. Upon this occafion, we 
find Johnfon lafhing the party,in oppofition with un- 
bounded feverity, and making the fullelt ufe of what 
he ever reckoned a moft effectual argumentative in- 
ftrument, contempt. His charadler of their very able 
myfterious champion, Junius, is executed with all 
the force of his genius, and finifhed with the higheft 
care. He feems to have exulted in fallying forth to 
fingle combat againft the boafted and formidable hero, 

F 2 who 
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who bade defiance to “ principalities and powers, 
and the rulers of this world.” 

Mr. Strahan, the printer, who had been long in 
intimacy with Johnfon, in the courfe of his literary 
labours ; who was at once his friendly agent in re- 
ceiving his penfion for him, and his banker in fup- 
plying him with money when he wanted it; vvho was himfelf now a Member of Parliament, and who loved much to be employed in political negOciation ; thought 
he (hould do eminent fervice, both to government 
and Johnfon, if he could be the means of his getting 
a feat in the Houle of Commons. With this view, 
he wrote a letter to one of the Secretaries of the 
Treafury, but the'meafure failed of fuccefs. 

In 1771) Mr. B. gave the Dodtor an account of 
his comfortable life as a married man, and a lawyer 
in pra£tice at the Scotch bar; invited him to Scot- 
land, and promifed to attend him to the Highlands, 
and Hebrides. 

In 1773 his only publication was an edition of 
his folio I>i£lionary, with additions and corre&ions^ 
nor did he, fo for as is known, furnifh any produc- 
tions of his fertile pen to any of his numerous friends 
or dependants, except the Preface to his old amanu- 
enfis Macbeati’s “ Di&ionary of Ancient Geogra- 
phy.” His Shakfje.-are, indeed, which had been re- ceived with high approbation by the public, and gone 
through feveral editions, was this year re publifhed 
by George Steevens, Efq. a gentleman not only deeply fkilled in aricient learning, and of very exten- 
five reading in Engiifh literature, efpecially the early 
writers, but at the fame time of acute dffc'ernment 
and elegant tafte. On 1 hurfday, April 29, 1773, Mr. B. diiied with 
Johpfon at General Oglethorpe’s, where were Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, MK Langton, Dr. Goldfmith, and 
Mr. Thrale. Mr. B. was Very defirous to get Dr. John foil 
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Johnfon abfolutely fixed in his refolution to go with 
him to the Hebrides this year. 

The cultom of eating dogs at Otaheite being men- 
tioned, Goldfmith obferved, that this was alfo a 
cuftom in China ; that a dog-butcher is as common 
there as any other butcher ; and that when he walks 
abroad all the dogs fall on him. Johnson. “ That 
is not owing to his killing dogs. Sir. I remember 
a butcher at Lichfield, whom a dog that was in the 
houfe where I lived, always attacked. It is the finell 
of carnage which provokes this, let the animals he 
Has killed be what they may.” Goldsmith. “Yes, 
there is a general abhorrence in animals at the figns 
of mafl’acre. If you put a tub full of blood into a 
flable, the horfes are like to go mad.” Johnson. 
“ l doubt that.” Goldsmith. “ Nay, Sir, it is a faft well authenticated.” 

On Friday, May 7, this year, Mr. B. breakfafted 
with him at Mr. Thrale’s, in the Borough. While 
alone, Mr. B. endeavoured to apologife for a lady 
who had been divorced from her jiufband by act of 
parliament. Hefaid, that her hufband had uf.-d her very ill, had behaved brutally to her, and that /he 
could trot continue to live with him without having 
her delicacy contaminated ; that all affedtion for him 
was thus deftrpyed; that the eflence of conjugal 
union being gone, there remained only a cold form, 
a mere civil/obligation ; that /he was in the prime of 
life, with qualities to produce happinefs; that thefe 
ought not to be loft; and, that the gentleman on 
whofe account fhe was divorced had gained her heart 
while thus unhappily fituated. When he had finiihed 
bis harangue, the Poclor gave him a proper check.: 
“ My dear Sir, never accuftom your mind to mingle virtue and vice. The woman’s a whore, and there’s 
an end on’t.” 

The 
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The Do£tor’s ftay in Scotland was from the itfth 

of Auguft, 1773, the day on which he arrived there, 
till the zad of November, when he fet out on his 
return to London; and ninety-four days were nevsr 
pafled by any man in a more vigorous exertion. 

He came by the way of Berwick upon Tweed to 
Edinburgh, where he remained a few days, and then 
went by St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, Invernefs, and 
Fort Auguftus, to the Hebrides, to vifit which was 
the principal objet5t he had in view. He vifited the 
ifles of Sky, Rafay, Col, Mull, inchfednneth, and 
Icolmkill. He travelled through Argylefhire by 
Inveraray, and from thence by Lochlomond and 
Dunbarton to Glafgow, then by Loudon to Auchin- 
leck in Ayrfhire, and then by Hamilton, back to 
Edinburgh, where he again fpent fome time. He 
thus faw the four Univerfnies of Scotland, its three 
principal cities, and as much of the Highland and 
infular life as was fufficient for his philofopbical con- 
templation. He was refpe&fully entertained by the 
great, the learned, and the elegant, wherever he 
went; nor was he lefs delighted with the hofpitality 
which he experienced in humbler life. 

During his Ray at Edinburgh, after his return 
from the Hebrides, he was at great pains to obtain 
information concerning Scotland; and it appears 
fn -m his fubfequent letters, that he was not lefs feli- 
citous for intelligence on this fubjedl after his return 
to London. 

His humane forgiving difpoiition was put to a 
pretty ftrong tell on his return to London, by a li- 
berty which Mr. Thomas Davies had taken with him 
tn his abfenee, which was, to publifh two volumes, 
entitled, “ Mifcellaneous and fugitive Pieces,” which 
he advertifed in the newfpapers, “ By the Author of 
the Rambler.” In this colledtion, feveral of Dr. Johnfon’s acknowledged writings, and feveral of his 

anonymous 
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anonymous performances, and fome which he had 
written for others, were inferted; but there werealfo 
fb ne in which he had no concern whatever. He was 
at firft very angry, as he had good reafon to be. Rut, 
upon confideration of his poor friend’s narrow cir- 
cumftances, and that he had only a little profit in 
view, and meant no harm, he foon relented, and 
continued his kindnefs to him as formerly. 

In the courfe of his felf-examination with retro- 
fpe<£! to this year, he feems to have been much de- 
jedted ; for he fays, January 1, 1774, “ This ve:^r 
has pall with fo little improvement, that I dor.bt 
whether I have not rather impaired than increafed my 
learning.” 

1774. He was now ferioufly engaged in writing an 
account of his travels in the Hebrides. The firft effort of his pen in 1775, was, “ Pro- 
pofals for publifhing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte 
Lennox,” in three volumes quarto. In his diary, 
January 2, is this entry: “ Wrote Charlotte’s Pro- 
pofals.” 

As a proof that Dr. Johnfon poffeffed great per- 
fonal courage, Mr. B. gives the following inftances. 

One day, at Mr. Beauclerk’s houfe in the coun- 
try, when two large dogs were fighting, he went up 
to them, and beat them till they feparated ; and at 
another time, when told of the danger there was 
that a gun might burft if charged with many ball?, 
he put in fix or feven, and fired it off againft a wall. 
Mr. Langton when fwimming with the Dodlor near 
Oxford, cautioned him againft a pool, which was 
reckoned particularly dangerous ; upon which John* fon directly fwam into it. One night he was at- 

' tacked in the ftreet by four men, to whom he would 
not yield, but kept them all at bay, till the watch 
came up, and carried both him and them to the 
round-houfe. In the play-houfe at Lichfield, John- 

fon 
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fon having for a moment quitted a chair which was 
placed for him between the fide-fcenes, a gentleman 
took pofieifion of it, an ! when Johnfon on his return 
civilly demanded his feat, rudely refufed to give it 
up ; upon which Johnfon laid hold of him, and 
tofled him and the chair into the pit. Foote, who 
fo fuccefsfully revived the old comedy, by exhibiting 
living chara&ers, had refolved to imitate Johnfon 
on the ftage, expedling great profits from his ridi- 
cule of fo celebrated a man. Johnfon being in- 
formed of his intention, and being at dinner at Mr. 
Thomas Davies’s the bookfeller, he afked Mr. 
Davies “ what was the common price of an oak 
It ice and being anfwered fix-pence, “ Why then, 
bir, (fhid he) give me leave to fend your fervant 
to purchafe me a {hilling one. I’ll have a double 
on entity i for I am told Foote means to take me off, he calls it, and I am determined the fellow fhaii 
not do it with impunity.” Davies took care to 
acquaint Foote of this, which etfe&ually checked 
the wantpnnefs of the mimic. Mr. Macpherfon’s 
menaces made Johnfon provide himfelf noth the fame 
implement of defence; and had he been attacked, 
he would have made his corporeal prowefs be felt as much as his imelle&ual. 

His-“ Journey to the Weftern Iflands of Scot- 
land,” is a moft valuable performance. It abounds 
in extenfive philofophical views of fociety, and in 
ingenious fentiments and lively defeription. A con- 
fiderable part of it, indeed, confifts of fpeculations, 
which many years before he faw the wild regions 
which we vifited together, probably had employed 
his attention, though the aitual fight of thole feenes undoubtedly quickened and augmented them. Mr. 
Orme, the very able hiftorian, agreed with Mr. B. 
io this opinion, which he thus ftrongly exprefled : — “ There are in that book thoughts, which, by long revolution 
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revolution in the great mirid of Johnfon, have been 
formed and polifhed like pebbles rolled fn the ocean !” In 1775 he publilhed a pamphlet, entitled, “ Tax- 
ation no Tyranny; an anfwer to the Refolutions and 
Addrefs of the American Congrefs.” 

He had long before indulged moft unfavourable 
fentitnents of our fellow-fubjects in America. For, 
as early as 1769, he had faid of them, “ They are a 
race of convidh, and ought to be thankful for any 
thing we allow them ftiort of hanging/’ 

That this pamphlet was written at the defire of 
thofe who were then in power, there is^ no doubt; 
and., indeed, he owned that it had been revrfed and 
curtailed by fome of them. HetoldMr. B that they 
had ftruck out one paflage, which was to this eft"e£t: 
“ Th,.t the Colonifts could with no folidity argue from their not having been taxed while in their in- 
fancy, that they fhould not now be taxed. VVe do 
not put a .calf into the plow; we wait till he is an 
ox.” He faid, “ They if ruck it out either critic, ily, 
as too ludicrous, or politically, as too exafperating, 
1 care not which. It ,was their bufincfs. If an. 
architect fays, i will build five ftories, and the man 
who employs him fays, I will have only three, the 
employer is to decide.” 

His pamphlets in fuppo-t of the meafures of admi- 
nifixation were publiflied on his own account, and he 
afterwards coliehted them into a volume, with the 
title of “ Political Tradb, by the Author of the 
.Rambler.” He cpcnphiined .to a Right Honourable friend of 
difcinguiflied talents and very elegant manners, with 
whom he maintained a long intimacy, that his pen- 
fion having been given to him as a literary charader, 
he had been applied to by adminiftration tp write 
political pamphlets ; and he was even fo much irri - 
tated, that he declared his refolution to reiitrn his 
penfion. His friend flicwed him the impropiieiy < f 
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fuch a mfeafurc, and he afterwards exprefled his gra- 
titude, and faid he had received good advice. To 
that friend he once fignified a wifh to have his pen- 
sion fecured to him for his life ; but he neither aflted 
nor received frntp government any reward whatfoever 
for his politicaJ labours. 

Mr. E. talked to^him of the cheerfulnefs of Fleet- 
flreet, owing to theconftant quick fucceffion of peo- 
ple which pafs through it. Johnson. “ Why, Sir, 
Fleet-flreei has a very animated appearance; but I 
think the full tide of human exiftence is at Charing- 
crofs.” 

Mr. B pafied many hours with him on the 17th of 
May, 1775, of which all his memorial is, “much 
laughing.” It would feem he had that day been in a 
humour for jocularity and merriment, and upon fuch 
occafions Mr. B. never knew a man laugh more hear- 
tily. The high relifh of a ftate fo different from his 
habitual gloom, produced more than ordinary exer- 
tions of "that difiinguiffiing faculty of man, which 
has puzzled philofophers fo much to explain. Jphn- 
fon’s laugh was as remarkable as any circumftahce in 
his manner. It was a kind of good humoured growl. 
Tom Davies deferibed it drolly enough : “ He laughs 
like a rhinoceros.” 

Sept. 15, .1775, out on a tour t0 Francc 

with Mr. arid Mrs. Thrale. This was the only time 
in his life that he went upon the Continent. 

“ Paris is, indeed, (fays he in a letter to Mr. B.) 
a place very different from the Hebrides, but it is to a 
haffy traveller not fo fertile of novelty, nor affords fo 
many opportunities of remark. I cannot pretend to 
tell the public any thing of a place better known to 
many of my readers than to myfelf.” 

J* is to be regretted, that he did not write an ac- 
o unt of his travels in France ; for as he is reported 
to have once faid, that “ he could write the Life of a Bropmftick,” 
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Broomftick,” fo, notwithftanding fo many former 
travellers have exhaufted almoft every thing fubjedfc 
•for remark in that great kingdom, his very accurate 
obfervation, and peculiar vigour of thought and 
illuftration, would have produced a valuable work. 
During his vrfit to it, which lafted but about two 
months, he wrote notes or minutes of what he faw. 

“ Here,” fays Mr. Bofwell, “ let me not forget a 
curious anecdote, as related to me by Mr. Beauclerk, 
which I {hall endeavour to exhibit as well as I can in 
that gentleman’s lively manner; and in j'ullice to 
him it is proper to add, that Dr. Johnfon told me, 
1 might rely both on the corre&nd's of his memory, 
and the fidelity of his narrative. “ When Madame 
de Bcufflers was fiift in England, (laid Beauclerk) 
{he was defirous to fee Johnfon. I accordingly went 
with her to his chambers in the Temple, where Ihe 
was entertained with his converfation for fome time. 
When our vifit was over, {he and I left him, and 
were gat into Inner Temple-lane, when all at once 
I heard a noife like thunder. This was occafioned 
bj'johnfon, who it feems upon a little recolle&ion, 
had taken into his head .that he ought to have done 
the honours of his literary refidence to a foreign 

-lady of quality, and eager to {hew himfelf a man of 
gallantry, was hurrying down the ftair-cafe in vio- lent agitation. He overtook us before we reached 
the Temple-gate, and brufhir.g in betweeen me and Madame de BoufHers, feixed her hand, and conducted 
her to her coach. His drefs was a rufty brown morn- 
ing fult, a pair of old {hoes by way of flippers, a 
little {hriveiied wig flicking on the top of his head, 
and the fleeves of his {hut and the kntes of his 
breeches hanging loofe. A confiderable crowd of 
people gathered round, and were not a little ftrutk 
bytrus lingular appearance.” 

In 
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In 1776, Dr. Johnfon and Mr. BofwelJ took 

a trip to Oxford, where the Dodtor vifited, with 
much fitisfadlion, many of his learned acquain- 
tances. From Oxford they went to Birming- 
ham } and returned to London by the way of 
Lichfield. 

On Monday, April 29, 1776, he and Mr. B. 
made an excurfion to Briftol, where Mr. B. was 
entertained with feeing him inquire upon the 
fpot into the authenticity of “ Rowley's Poetry.” 
George Catcot, the pewterer, who was as zealous 
for Rowley, as Dr. Hugh Blair was for Offian, 
attended them at their inn, and with a triumphant 
air of lively fsmplicity called out, “ [’ll make 
Dr. Johnfon a convert.” Dr. Johnfon, at his 
delire, read aloud fome of Chatterton’s fabricated 
verfes, while Catcot ftood at the back of his chair, 
moving himfelf like a pendulum, and beating 
time with his feet, and now and then looking 
into Dr. Johnfon’s face, wondering that he was 
not yet convinced. Dr. Johnfon and Mr. B. 
c.Ued on Mr. Barret, the furgeon, and faw fome 
of the originals as they were called, which were 
executed very artijicialiy; but from a careful in- 
fpedtion of them, and a confidcration of the cir- 
cumflances with which they were attended, they 
were quite fatished of the impofture, which, indeed, 
has been cleaily demonftrated from internal evi- dence, by Mr. 'Fyrwhitt, Mr. Warton, and Mr. 
Malone. 

That Johnfon was occafionally remarliable for 
violence of temper, may be granted : but let us 
afeeruin the degree, and not let it be fuppofed 
that he was in a perpetual rage, and never with- 
out a club in his hand, to knock down every one 
who approached him. On the contrary, the truth 
is, that by much the greater part of his time he was 
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was civil, obliging, nay polite, in the true fenfe 
of the word; fo much fo, thtt many gentlemen 
who were long acquainted with him, never re- 
ceived, or even heard a fevere expreffion from 
him. 

It was this year, 1776, that an Epitaph, which 
Dr. Johnfon had written for the monument of 
Dr. Goldfmith in Weftminfter Abbey, gave oc- 
cafion to a remonftrance to the Monarch of Litera- 
ture. 

THE EPITAPH. 
OtlVARJI Golbsmith, Poeta, Phyfici, Hiftorici, Qui nullum fere fcribendi genus Non tetigit, Nullum quod tetigit non omavit: Sive rifus effent movendi, Sive lacrymae, Affe&uum potcns at lenis dominator : Ingenio fublimis, vividus, verfatilis, Oratione grandis, nitidus, venuftus : Hoc moaumento memoriam coluit Sodalium amor, #2^ Amicorum fides, Leftorum veneratio. Natus'in Hibernia Fornise Iiongfordienfis In loco cui nomen Pallas, Nov. xxix. mdccxxxi; Eblanse literis inftitutus; Obiit Londini, April jv. mdcclxxxiv. 

Sir William Forbes, who gave Mr. B. an ac- 
count of this circumflance, writes to him thus— 
“ I enclofe the Round Robin. This jeu d'efprit 
took its rife one day at dinner at our friend Sir 
Jofliua Reynolds’s. All the company pretent ex- 
cept myielf, were friends and acquaintance of 

Dr. 
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Dr. Goldfmith. The Epitaph, written for him by 
Dr. Johnfon, became the fubjeft of converfation, 
and various emendations were fuggefted, which it 
was agreed fhould be fubmitted to the Doctor's 
confideration.—But the queftion was, who fhould 
have the courage to propofe them to him ? At 
laft it was hinted, that there could be no way fo 
good as that of a Round Robin, as the failors 
call it, which they make ufe of when they enter 
into a confpiracy, fo as not to let it be known 
who puts his name firft or laft to the paper. This 
propofition was inftantly affented to ; and Dr. 
Barnard, Dean of Derry, now Bifhop of Killaloe, 
drew up an addrefs to Dr. Johnfon on the occa- 
fion, replete with wit and humour, but which it 
was feared the Doctor might think treated the fub- 
je<ft with too much levity. Mr. Burke then pro- 
pofed the addrefs as it ftands in the paper in writing; 
for a copy of which, fee the latter part of this Abridgment. 

Sir jofhua agreed to carry it to Dr. Johnfon, 
who received it with much good humour, and de- 
fired Sir Jofhua to tell the gentlemen, that he would 
alter the Epitaph in any manner they pleafed, as to 
the fenfe of it; but he would never confent to difgrace 
the walls of IVejlminjler Abbey, with an Englijh in- 
fcription. 

Mr. Bofwell, in 1776, by an ingenious manoeu- 
vre, contrived that Dr. Johnfon fhould meet Mr. 
Wilkes, to dine at the houfe of a bookfeller. He 
defcribes the Do&or’s behaviour to be at firft very 
morofe to Wilkes ; who, notwithftanding, paid him 
fo many little attentions, that the Doctor, at length, foftened into complacency, and freely joined him 
in converfation : and when he returned home, he obferved to Mrs. Williams, who aded for him as 
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as houfekeeper, that he had fpent a very agreeable 
day. 

In 1777, it appears from his “ Prayers and 
Meditations,” that Johnfon fuffered much from 
a ftate of mind “ unfettled and perplexed,” and 
from that conftitutional gloom, which, together 
with his extreme humility and anxiety with re- 
gard to his religious ftate, made him contemplate 
himfelf through too dark and unfavourable a me- 
dium. It may be faid of him, that “ he faw 
God in clouds.” Certain we may be of his in- 
jaftice to himfelf in the following lamentable pa- 
ragraph, which it is painful to think came from 
the contrite heart of this great man, to whofe la- 
bours the world is fo much indebted: “ When 
I furvey my paft life, 1 difcover nothing but a 
barren wafte of time, with fome diforders of body, 
and difturbances of the mind very near to mad- 
nefs, which I hope He that made me will fuffer 
to extenuate many faults, and excufe many de- 
ficiencies.” But we find his devotions in this 
year eminently fervent, and we are comforted by 
obfcrying intervals of quiet, compofure, and glad- 
nefs. 

On Eafter-day we find the following empha- 
tic prayer: “ Almighty and moft merciful Father, 
who feeft all our miferits, and knoweft all our 
r-ecefiities, look down upon me, and pity me. 
Defend me from the violent incurfion of evil 
thoughts, and enable me to form and keep fuch 
refolutions as may conduce to the difcharge of 
the duties which thy providence fhall appoint me j 
and fo help me, by thy Holy bpirit, that my 
heart may furely there be fixed where true joys 
are to be found, and that 1 may ferve Thee with 
pure affe&ion and a cheerful mind. Have mercy 
upon me, O God have mercy upon me; years 
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and infirmities opprefs m-*, terror and anxiety 
befet me. Have mercy upon me my Creator and 
my Judge. In all perplexities relieve and free 
me; and fo help me by thy Holy Spirit, that I 
may now fo commemorate the death of thy Son 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift, as that when this 
Ihort and painful life fhall have an end, I may, 
for his fake, be received to everlafting bappinels. 
Amen.” 

Mr. Steevens, whofe generofity is well known, 
joined Dr. Johnfon in kind aififtance to a female 
relation of Dr. Goldfmith, and defired that on 
her return to Ireland (he would procure authen- 
tic particulars of the life of her celebrated rela- 
tion. 

In the following extract of a letter from the late 
Mr. Edward Dilly, to Mr. Bofwell, will be feen tire 
motive which produced Dr. Johnfon’s Lives of the 
Englifh Poets. 

“ The edition of the Poets, now printing, will 
do honour to the Englifh prefs, and a eoncife ac- 
count of the life of each author, by Dr. Johnfon, 
will be a very valuable addition, and ftamp the reputation of this edition fuperior to any thing that 
is ge>rie before. The firft caufe that gave rife to 
this undertaking, I believe was owing to the little 
trifling edition of the Poets, printing by the Martins 
at Edinburgh, and to be fold by Beil, in London. 
Upon examining the volumes which were primed, 
the type was found fo extremely fmall, that many perfons could not read , them j not only this incon- 
venience attended it, but the inaccuracy of the 
prefs was very confpicuous. Thefe reafons as well 
as the idea of an invaiion of what we call our Lite- 
rary Property, induced the London Bookfellers to 
print an elegant and accurate edition of ail the Eng- 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. U3 
life Poets of reputation, from Chaucer to the prefent 

I time. 
“ Accordingly a fele<5t number of the moft re- 

1 fpeftable bookfellers met on the occafion, and, on 
i confulting together, agreed that all the proprietors 
1 of copy-rijht in the various Poets feould be fum- 
i rooned together; and when their opinions were 
j given, to proceed immediately on the bufinefs. 

Accordingly a meeting was held confifling of about 
forty of the moft refpedable bookfellers of Lon- 
don, when it was agreed that an elegant and uni- 
form edition of * The Englife Poets’ feould be 
immediately printed, with a concife account of the 
life of each author, by Dr. Samuel Johnfon ; and 
that three perfons ftiould be deputed to wait upon 
Dr. Johnfon, to folicit him to undertake the 
Lives, viz, T. Davies, Strahan, and Cadell. The 
Doftor very politely undertook it, and feemed 
exceedingly p'eafed with the propofal. As to the 
terms, it was left entirely to the Do£tor to 
name his own: he mentioned two hundred gui- 
neas: it was immediately agreed to: and a far- 
ther compliment, I believe, will be made him. 
A committee was likewife appointed to engage the 
beft engravers, viz. Bartolozzi, Sberwin, Hall, 
&c. Likewife another committee for giving di- 
rections about the paper, printing, &e. fo that 
the whole will be conducted with fpirit, and in 
the beft manner, with refpeCt to authorfeip, edi- 
torship, engravings, &c. &c. My brother will 
give you a lift of the Poets we mean to give, 
many of which are within the time of the ACt of 
Queen Anne, which Martin and Bell cannot give, 
as they have no property in them ; the proprietors 
are almoft all the bookfellers in London of confe- 
quence.” 

A cir- 
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A circumftance which could not fail of being 

very pleafing to Johnfon, occurred this year, 1777. 
The Tragedy of “ Sir Thomas Overbury,” writ- 
ten by his early companion in London, Richard 1 

Savage, was brought out with alterations at Dru- 
ry-lane theatre. The Prologue to it was written 
by Mr. Richard Brindlley Sheridan ; - in which, ; 
after dtfcribing very pathetically the wretchednefs 
of 

111 fated Savage, at whofe birth was giv’n 
No parent but the Mufe, no friend but Heav’n ; 

he concluded with an elegant compliment to 
Johnfon on his Dt&ionary, that wonderful per- 1 
formance which cannot be too often or too high- i- 
ly praifed; of which Mr. Harm, in his “Philo- 
logical Inquiries,” juftly and liberally obferves, . 
“ Such is its merit, that our language does not 
poflefs a more copious, learned, and valuable 
work.” The concluding lines of this Prologue 
were thefe : 

So pleads the tale that gives to future times 
The fon’s misfortunes, and the parent’s crimes; 
There fhall his fame (if own'd to-night) furvive. 
Fix’d by the hand that bids our language live. 

Dr. Johnfon, at an interview with Mr. Bofwell 
at Afhbourne, in 1777, put into his hands the whole feries of his writings upon the melancholy 
occafion of Dr. Dodd’s condemnation. In the 
firft place he. wrote Dr. Dodd’s “ Speech to the 
Recorder of London,” at the Old Bailey, when 
fentence of death was about to be pronounced upon 
him. 
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He wrote alfo “ The Conviit’s Addrefs to his un- 

happy Brethren,” a fermon delivered by Dr. Dodd, 
in the chapel of Newgate. 

The notes are entirely Dodd’s own, and Johnfon’s 
writing ends at the words, “ the thief whom he par- 
doned on the crofs.” What follows was fupplied by 
Dr. Dodd himfeif. 

The other pieces written by Johnfon are two let- 
ters, one to the Lord Chancellor Bathurft, (not Lord 
North, as is erroneoufly fuppofed) and one to Lord 
Mansfield;—A Petition from Dr. Dodd to the King ; 
—A Petition from Mrs. Dodd to the Queen;—Ob- 
fervations of fome length inferted in the newfpaper?, 
on occafion of Earl Percy’s having prefented to his Majefty a petition for mercy to Dodd, figned by 
twenty thoufand people, but all in vain. He had 
alfo written a petition from the city of London j 
“ but (faid he to Mr. B. with a fignificant fmile) 
they mended it!” 

The laft of thefe articles which Johnfon wrote is 
“ Dr. Dodd’s laft folemn Declaration,” which he 
left with the fheriff, at the place of execution. 

On Sunday, June 22, 1777, Dr. Dodd writes, 
begging Dr. Johnfon’s atiiftance in framing a fuppli- 
catory letter to his Majefty: “ If his Majefty could be moved of his royal cle- 
mency to fpafe me and my family the horrors and ig- 
nominy of a public death, which the public itfelf is 
felicitous to wave, and to grant me in fome filent 
diftant corner of the globe, to pafs the remainder of 
my days in penitence and prayer, I would blefs his clemency and be humbled.” 

This letter was brought to Dr. Johnfon when in 
church. He ftooped down and read it, and wrote, 
when he went home, the following letter for Dr. 
Dodd to the King : 

“ Sir, 
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“ SIR, 

“ May it not offenJ your Majefty, that the moft 
miferable of men applies himfelf to your clemency, 
as his laft hope and his laft refuge; that your mercy ; 
is moft earneftly and humbly implored by a clergy- man, whom your laws and judges have condemned 
to the horror and ignominy of a public execu- 
tion. 

“ I con ft fs the crime, and own thp enormity of 
its confequenees, and the danger of its example. ^ 
Nor have I the confidence to petition for impu- 
nity ; but humbly hope, that public fecurity may 
be eftablilbpd without the fpecSfacle of a clergy- 
man dragged through the ftreets, to a death of 
infamy, amid ft the derifton of the profligate and 
profane; and thit juftice may be fatisnyd witil 
irrevocable exile, perpetual difgraee, and hopelefs 
penury. 

“ My life, Sir, has not been ufelefs to mankind. I have benefited many. But my offences againft God 
are numberlefs, and I have had little time for repen- 
tance. Preferve me. Sir, by your prerogative of 
mercy, from the neceffity of appearing unprepared at that tribunal before which Kings and Subje&s muft 
ftand at laft together. Permit me to hide my guilt 
in fome obfeure corner of a foreign country, where, if I can ever attain confidence to hope that my pray- 
ers will be heard, they fhall be poured with all the 
fervour of gratitude for the life and happinefs of your ■; 
Majefty. 

I am, Sir, 
Your Majefty’s, See.” 

All applications for the Royal Mercy having fail- 
ed, Dr. Dodd prepared himfelf for death ; and, with 
a warmth of gratitude, wrote to Dr. Johnfon as 
follows: 
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“ June 25, Midnight. 

u ACCEPT, thou^TYflf and heart, myearnefll 
and fervent thanks and prayers for all thy benevolent 
and kind efforts in my behalf.—Oh ! Dr. Johnfon ! 
as I fought your knowledge at an early hour in life, (would to heaven I had cultivated the love and ac- ■[uaintance of fo excellent a man ! I pray God moft 
incerely to blefs you with the higheft tranfports— 

(the infelt fatisfa£lion of humane and benevolent exer- 
tions !—And admitted, as I truft I fhall be, to the 
realms of blifs before you, I fllall hail your arrival 
:herewith tranfport, and rejoice to acknowledge that 
fou was my comforter, my advocate, and my Friend, 

[j^God be eiier with yen /” 
Dr. Johnfon laftly wrote to Di^. Dodd this foiemn 

and Toothing letter: 
To the Reverend Dr. Dodd. 

“ DEAR SIR, 
; THAT which is appointed to all men is now 

coming upon you. Outward circumftances, the 
eyes and the thoughts of men, are below the notice 
of an immortal being about to ftand the trial for 
eternity, before the supreme Judge of heaven and 
.earth. Be comforted : your crime, morally or reli- 
fgioufly confidered, has no very deep dye of turpi- 
jitude. It corrupted no man’s principles, it attacked 
‘‘no man’s life. It involved only a temporary and 
[peparable injury. Of this, and of all other fins, you 
areearneftly to repent; and may God, who knoweth 
jour frailty and dtlireth not our death, accept your 
^repentance, for the fake of his Son Jelus Chrift our 
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“ In requital of thefe well-intended offices which ill 

you are pleafed, fo emphatically to acknowledge, let §h 
me beg that you make in your devotions one petition 
for my eternal welfare. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate fervant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 
June 26, 1777. 
Under the copy of this letter Mr. B. found writ- ' 

ten, in Johnfon’s own hand, “ Next day, June 27, 
he was executed.” 

To conclude this interefting epifode with an ufeful 
application, let us now attend to the reflections of 
Johnfon at the end of the “Occasional Papers,” 
concerning the unfortunate Dr. Dodd. “ Such were 
the laft thoughts of a man whom we have feen ex- 
ulting in popularity, and funk in fhame. For his 
reputation, which no man can give to himfelf, thofe 
who conferred it are to anfwer. Of his public mi- 
niftry the means of judging were fufficiently attain- 
able. He muft be allowed to preach well, whofe 
fermons {trike his audience with forcible conviction. 
Of his life, thofe who thought it confiftent with his 
doCtrine, did not originally form falfe notions. He 
was at firft what he endeavoured to make others; but . 
the world broke down his refolution, and he in time 
ceafed to exemplify his own inftruCtions. 

Let thofe who are tempted to his faults, tremble > 
at his punifhment; and thofe whom he impreffed from ' 
the pulpit with religious fentiments, endeavour to 
confirm them by confidering the .regret and felf-ab- 
hoirence with which he reviewed in prifon his devia- 
tions from reCtitude.” 

When fome of Dr. Dodd’s pious friends were try- 
ing to confole him by faying that he was going to 
leave “ a wretched world,” he had honefty enough 

3 not 
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not to join in the cant:—“ No, no, (faid he) it 
has been a very agreeable world to me.” Johnfon 
on hearing this faid, “ I refpedl Dodd for thus fpeak- 
ing the truth ; for, to be fure, he had for feveral 
years enjoyed a life of great voluptuoufnefs.” 

Dodd’s city friends flood by him fo, that a thou- 
fand pounds were ready to be given to the gaoler, 
if he would let him efcape. Dr. Johnfon knew a 
friend of Dodd’s who walked about Newgate for 
fome time on the evening before the day of his exe- 
cution, with five hundred pounds in his pocket, ready 
to be paid to any of the turnkeys who could get him 

*out: but it was toodate ; for he was watched with 
Imuch circumfpe&ion. He faid Dodd’s friends had 
an image of him made of wax, which was to have 
been left in his place; and he believed it was carried 
into the prifon. 

Mr. B. wifliing to be fatisfied what degree of 
truth there was in a ftory which a friend of John- 
fon’s and his had told to his difadvantage, Mr. B. 
mentioned it to him in direft terms; and it was 
to this efle6l: That a gentleman who had lived in 

j great intimacy with him, fhewn him much kind-, 
f nefs, and even relieved him from a fpunging-houfe, 
having afterwards fallen into bad circumftances, was 
one day, when Johnfon was at dinner with him, 
feized for debt, and carried to prifon ; that Johnfon 
fat ftill undifturbed, and went on eating and drink- 

- ing; upon which the gentleman’s fifter who was pr.- 
^ fent, could not fupprefs her indignation : u What, 
{ Sir, (faid fhe) are you fo unfeeling, as not even ■jto offer to go to my brother in his diftrefs.j you 

who have been fo much obliged to him?” And that 
! Johnfon anfwered, “ Madam, I owe him no obliga- 
tion ; what he did for me he would have done for a 

( dog.” 
Johnfon 
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Jofinfon affured Mr. B. that the ftory was ab- 

folutely falfe $ but like a man confcious of being 
in the right, and defirous of completely vindicat- 
ing himfelf from fuch a charge, he did not arro- 
gantly reft on a mere denial, and on his general charadter, but proceeded thus to Mr. B.—“ Sir, 
I was very intimate with that gentleman, and 
was once relieved by him from an arreft; but 
I never was r ofent when he was arrefted, never 
knew that he was arrefted, and 1 believe he never 
was in, ih Pica kies after the time when he relieved 
me. I loved him much; yet in talking of his 
general chaisdter, 1 may have faid, though I do 
not remember that 1 ever did fo, that as his generofity proceeded from no principle, but was 
a part of his profufion, he would do for a dog 
what he would do tor a friend: but I never ap- 
plied this remark to any particular inftairce, and 
certainly not to his kindnefs to me. if a pro- 
fufe man, who does not value his money, and 
gives a large fum to a whore, gives haif as much, 
or an equally large furn to relieve a friend, it 
cannot be efteemed as virtue. This was all that 
I could fay of that gentleman; and, if faid at all, 
it muft have been faid after his death. Sir, I 
would have gone to the world’s end'to relieve him. 
The remark about the dog, if made by me, was 
1'uch a faliy as might efcape one when painting a 
man highly.” 

In 1778, Johnfon gave the world a luminous 
proof that the vigour of his mind in all its fa- 
culties, whether memory, judgment or imagina- 
tion, was not in the leaft abated ; for this year 
erme out the firft four volumes of his “ Prefaces, 
biographical and critical, to the moft eminent 
of the Englifti Poets,” publifhed by the book- 
fdlers of London. The remaining volumes came out 
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‘■out in the year 1780. The Poets were fele&ed 
by the feveral bookfellers who had the honorary 
copy-right, which is ftill preferved among them 
by mutual coropaft, aotwithftanding the decifion 
of the Houfe of Lords againft the perpetuity of 
Literary Property. We have his own authority, 
•that by his recommendation the poems of Black- 
more, Watts, Pom fret, and Yalden, were added to 

^the colledtion. 
On Friday, March 20, Mr. B found him at his 

own houfe, fitting with Mrs. Williams, and was in- 
formed that the room formely allotted to him was now 
appropriated to a charitable purpofe; Mrs. Defmou- 

Fliris*, her daughter, and a Mifs Carmichael, being 
all lodged in it. Such was his humanity, and fuch 
•his generofity, that Mrs. Defmoulinsherielf told Mr. 

• B. he allowed her half a guinea a week. Let it be 
remembered, that this was above a twelfth part of his 
penfion. 

His liberality, indeed, was at all periods of his 
life very remarkable. Mr. Howard of Litchfield, 

;at whofe father’s houfe Johnfon had in his early 
^years been kindly received, told Mr. B. that when 
'he was a boy at the Charter-Houfe, his father wrote 
to him to go and pay a vifit to Mr. Samuel Johnfon, 
which he accordingly did, and found him in an upper 
room, of poor appearance. Johnfon received him 

N with much courteoufnefs, and talked a great deal to p him, as to a Ichool-boy, of the courfe of his educa- 
ffition, and other particulars. When he afterwards 
jhcarne to know and underftand thp high character of l,]this great man, he recollected his condefcenfion with 
N''wonder. He added, that when he was going away, 
P Mr. Johnfon prefented him with half a guinea ; and 
lj;t * Daughter of Dr. Swinfen, Johnfon’s godfather, and widow of IjlMr. Defmoulins, a writing-matter. 

o this, 
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this, faid Mr. Howard, was at a time when he pro- 
bably had not another. 

Tom Davies had now unfortunately failed in his 
circumftances, and was much indebted to Dr. John- 
fon’s kindnefs for obtaining for him many allevia- 
tions of his diftrefs. Johnfon blamed his folly in 
quitting the ftage, by which he and his wife got five 
hundred pounds a year. Mr. B. told the Dodior 
he believed it was owing to Churchill’s attack upon 
bim; 

He mouths a fentence as curs mouth a bone. 
Johnfon replied, “ 1 believe fo too. Sir. But what 
a man is he who is to be driven from the ftage by a 
line? Another line would have driven him from his 
{hop.” 

Mr, Thomas Davies was fobn to have a benefit, at 
Drury-lane theatre, as fome relief to his unfortunate 
circumftances. Dr. Johnfon, -Mr. Bofwell, and 
their friends, were all warmly interefted for his fuc- 
cefs, and had contributed towards it. However, 
they thought there was no harm in having a joke 
when he could not be hurt by it. Mr. B. propofed 
that he Ihould be brought on to fpeak a Prologue 
upon the occafion ; and began to mutter fragments 
of what it might be: as, that when now grown old, 
he was obliged to cry, “ Poor Tom’s a cold-,—that 
he owned he had been driven from the ftage by a 
Churchill, but that this was no difgrace, for a 
Churchill had beat the French;—that he had been 
fatyrifed as “ mouthing a fentence as curs mouth a 
bone,” but he was now glad of a bone to pick.— 
“ Nay, (laid Johnfon) I would have him to fay, 

Mad Tom is come to fee the world again. 
Goldfmith 
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Goldfmith being mentioned one day, Johnfon ob- 

ferved that it was long before his merit came to be 
acknowledged. That he once complained to him, in 
ludicrous terms of diftrefs, “ Whenever I write any 
thing, the public make a point to know nothing 
about it:” but that his “ Traveller” brought him 
into high reputation. 

Johnfon (now in his feventieth year) faid, “ It is 
a man’s own fault, it is from want of ufe, if his mind 
grows torpid in old age.” 

This feafon, 1778, there was a whimfical fafliion 
in the newfpapers of applying Shafpeare’s words to 
defcribe living people well known in the world; which 
was done under the title of “ Modern Charaflers from 
Sbakfpear many of which were admirably adapted, 
i he fancy took fo much, that they were afterwards 

colle&ed into a pamphlet. Somebody faid to John- 
fon, that he had not been in thofe charadlers. “ Yes 
(faid he) I have. I Ihould have been forty to be left 
out.” He then repeated what had been applied ta 
him, 

I muft borrow Garagantda’s mouth. 
On Sunday, April 12, 1778, Mr. B. found him 

at home before dinner; Dr. Dodd’s poem enti- 
tled “ Thoughts in Prifon,” was lying upon his 
table. Mr. B. was defirous to hear Johnfon’s 
opinion of it: to Mr. B.’s furprife, he told him, 
he had not read a line of It Mr. B. took up 
the book and read a pafiage to him. Johnfon. 

Pretty well, if you are previdufly difpofed to 
like them.” Mr. B. read another paflage with 

'which he was better pleafed. He then took the 
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before he fuffered. I do not believe it.” He then 
read aloud where he prays for the King, &c. and 
obfervcd, “Sir, do you think that a man the night 
before he is to be hanged cares for the fucceffion 
of a royal family ? Though he may have compofed 
this prayer then. A man who has been canting 
all his life may cant to the laft. And yet a man 
who has been refufed a pardon after fo much peti- 
tioning, would hardly be praying thus fervently for 
the King.” 

Johnfon had a noble ambition floating in his mind, 
and had undoubtedly, often (peculated on the poffi- 
bility of his fuper eminent powers being rewarded 
in this great and liberal country by the higheft ho- 
nours of the (late. Sir William Scott, upon the 
death of the late Lord Litchfield, who was Chan- 
cellor of the Univerfity of Oxford, faid to Johnfon, 
“ What a pity it is, Sir, that you did not follow 
the profefiion of the law! You might have been Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and attained to 
ti e dignity of the peerage ; and now that the title 
of Litchfield, yournative city, is extindl, you might 
have had it.” Johnfon upon this, feemed much 
agitated ; and, in an angry tone, exclaijned, “ Why 
will you vex n e by fuggefting this, when it is too late?” 

But he did not repine at the profperity of others. 
The late Dr. Thomas Leland told Mr. Courte- 
nay, that when Mr. Ldmund Burke (hewed John- 
fon his fine houfe. and lands near Beaconsfield, 
Johnfon coolly faid, “ Non equidem invideo-, minor 
magis.” 

This year, 1778, the Reverend Mr. Horne pub- liftjed his “ Letter to Mr. Dunning, on the Englifli 
Particle Johnfon read it, and though not treated 
in it with fufficient refpedt, he had candour enough 
to fay to Mr. Seward, “ Were I to make a new edition 
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edition of my Dictionary, I would adopt feveral of Mr. Horne’e etymologies; I hope they did not put 
the dog in the pillory for his libel, he has too much 
literature for that.” 

In the fummer of the year 1778-, Dr. Johnfon 
went down to the camp at Warley, and he Itaid there 
about a week: the fcene appeared, not.withhanding a 

_ great degree of ill health that he feemed to labour 
'[under, to intereft and amufe him. He fate, with; a 
patient degree of attention, to obferve the proceed- 

‘ ings of a regimental court-martial, that happened to 
be called in the time of his hay, and one night as 
late as at cleven o’clock, he accompanied, the Major 

j of the regiment in going what are ftyled the Rounds, where he might obferve the forms of vifjting the 
'guards, for the feeing that they and their fentiies: 

are ready in their duty on their feveral pofts. He 
took occafion to converfe at times on military- 
topics. 

On one occafion when the regiment were going 
through their exercife, he went quite clofe to the men, at one of the extremities of it, and watched all their 
pradices attentively; and when became away, his 
remark was, ‘ The men indeed do load their muf- 
quets and fire with wonderful celerity.’ He was 
likewife particular in requiring to know what was the 
weight of the mufquet bails in ufe, and within what 
diftance they might be expeCted to take effeCt when 
fired off. 

In walking, among the tents, and obferving the 
difference between thofe of the officers and pri- 

j vate men, he faid that the fuperiority of accom- modation of the better conditions of life, to that of the inferior ones, was never exhibited to him 
in fo diftinCt a view. The civilities paid to him 
in the camp were, from the gentlemen of the 
Lincolnfhire regiment, one of the"officers of which 

accom- 
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accommodated him with a tent in which he flept j 
and from General Hal!, who very courteoufly in- ; 
rited him to dine with him, where he appeared 
to be very well pleafed with his entertainment, 
and the civilities he received on the part of the | 
General the attention likewife of the General’s | 
aid-de-camp. Captain Smith, feemed to be very | 
welcome to him, as appeared by their engaging I 
in a great deal of difcourfe together. The Gen- 1 
tl'men of the Eaft York regiment likewife on 1 
being informed of his coming, folicited his com- 
pany at dinner, but by that time he had fixed his ; 
departure, fo that he could not comply with the j 
invitation. 

In 1779, Dr. Johnfon proceeded at intervals, in ] 
writing his “ Lives of the Poets.” 

The Doctor fometimes employed himfelf in chy- ’ 
n ilfry, fometimes in watering and pruning a vine, j 
and fometimes in (mail experiments, at which- I 
thofe, who may fmile, fhould lecolledt that there 1 
are moments which admit of being foothed only by ] 
trifles. 

in 1-80 the world was kept in impatience for the | 
completion of his “ laves of the Poets,” upon which ] 
be was employed fo far as his indolence allowed him 
to labour. 

In May this year, Mr. Bofwell, then at Edin- 
burgh, received the following letter from Mr. Lang- 1 
ton. 

“ The melancholy information you have re- 
ceived concerning Mr. Beauclerk’s death is true. | l 
Had his talents been diredhd in any fufficient de- 
gree as they ought, I have always been ftrongly | 
<-f opinion, that they were calculated to make an l iiiuftrous figure; and that opinion as it had been 
in part formed by Dr. Jobnfon’s judgment, re- 
ceives more and more confirmation by hearing, what, 
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what, fince his death, Dr. Johnfon has faid con- 
cerning them; a few evenings ago, he was at 
Mr. Vefey’s, where Lord Althorpe, who was one 
of a numerous company there, addrefled Dr. 
Johnfon on the fubject of Mr. Beauclerk’s death, 
faying, ‘ Our Club h is had a great lofs fince we 
met laft.’ He replied. ‘ A lofs, that perhaps the 
whole nation cannot repair!’ The Doctor then 
went on to fpeak of his endowments, and par- 

ticularly extolled the wonderful eafe with which he uttered what vvas highly excellent. He faid, 
that no man ever was fo free when he was going 
to fay a good thing, from a look that exprefled 
that it was coming; or when he had faid it, 
from a look that exprelfed that it had come. 
At Mr. Thrale’s, fome days before, whrn we 
were talking on the fame fubjeot, he faid, referring 
to the fame idea of his facility, ‘ That Beauclerk's 
talents were thole.v/hich he had felt himfelf mose 
difpofed to envy, than thofe of any whom he had 
known.” 

“ At the evening I have fpoken of above, at 
Mr. Vefey’s, you would have been much gratified, 
as it exhibited an inftance of the high impor- 
tance in which Dr. Johnfon’s character is held, 
I think even beyond any I ever before was wit- 
nefs to. The company confided chiefly of ladies, 
among whom were the Duchefs Dowager of Port- 
land, the Duchefs of Beaufort, whom I fuppofe 
from her rank, I muft name before her mother 
Mrs. Bofcawen, and her elder fifter Mrs. Lew- 

. fon, who was likewife there; Lady Lucan, Lady 
<• Clermont, and others of note both for their 

ftation and- underftandings. Among the gentle- 
men were. Lord Althorpe, whom i have before 
named, Lord Macartney, Sir Jo.hua Reynolds, 
Lord Lucan, Mr. Wraxal, whole book you have 

probably 
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probably feefn, * Toe Tour to the Northern Parts of 
Europea very agreeable ingenious man ; Dr. 
Warren, Mr. Pepys, the Mailer in Chancery, 
whom I believe you know, and Dr. Barnard, 
the Proved: of Eton. As (bon as Dr. Johnfon 
was come in and had taken a chair, the company 
began to colleft round him till they became not 
lefs than four or five deep; thofe behind danding, 
and lidening over the heads of thofe that were 
fitting near him. The converfation for fome 
time was chiefly between Dr. Johnfon and the 
Proved of Eton, while the others contributed 
occ^fionally their remarks. Without attempting 
to detail the particulars of the converfation, 
wh ch perhaps if I did, 1 diould fpin my account 
out to a tedious length, I thought, my dear Sir, 
this general account of the refpe^l with ' which 
our valued friend was attended to, might be ac- ceptable.” 

Of the extraordinary tumult in 1780, Dr. John- 
fun has given the following concife, lively, and jud” account, in bis “ Letters to Mrs. Thrale.” 

“ On''Friday the good Protedants met in St. 
George’s Fields, at the fummons of Lord George 
Gordon, and marching to Wedminder, infultetl 
the Lords and Commons, who all bore it with 
great tameneft. At night the outrages begin by 
the demolition of the mais-houfe in Lincoln’s- 
Inn. 

“An exafl journal of c week’s defiance of go- 
vernment J cannot give you. On Monday, Mr. 
Strahan, who had been infulted, fpoke to Lord 
Mansfield, who had I think been infulted too, of 
the licentioufnefs of the populace; and his Lord- 
diip treated it as a very flight irregularity. On Tuefday night they pulled down Fielding’s houfe, 
and burnt his goods in the dreet. They had 
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gutted on Monday Sir George Saville’s houfe, but 
the building was faved. On Tuefday evening, 
leaving Fielding’s ruins, they went to Jvlewgate 
to demand their companions who had been feized 
demolifliing the chapel. The keeper could not re- 
leafe them but by the Mayor’s permiffion, which 
he went to alk; at his return he found all the 
prifbners releafed, and Newgate in a blaze. They 
then went to Bloomlbury, and fattened upon Lord 
Mansfield’s houfe, which they pulled down ; and as 
for his goods they totally burnt them. They have 
fince gone to Caen-wood, but a guard was there 
before them. They plundered fome papifts, I think, and burnt a mafs-houfe in Moorfields the fame 
night. 

“ On Wednefday I walked with Dr. Scot to 
look at Newgate, and found it in ruins with the 
fire yet glowing. As I went by, the Proteftants 
were plundering the Seffions-houfe at the Old 
Bailey. They were not, I believe, a hundred ; 
but they did their work at leifure, in full fecu- 
rity, without fentinels, without trepidation, as men 
lawfully employed, in full day. Such is the cow- 
ardice of a commercial place. On Wednefday 
they broke open the Fleet, and the King’s-bench, 
and the Marfhalfea, and Wood-ftreet Compter, and 
Clerkenwell Bridewell, and releafed all the prifqn- 
ers. 

“ At night they fet fire to the Fleet, and to th« 
King’s-bench, and 1 know not how many other 
places; and one might fee the glare of confla- 
gration fill the fky from many parts. The fight 
was dreadful. Some people were threatened : Adr. 
Strahan advifed me to take care of myfdf. Such a time of terror you have been happy in not 
feeing. 

G 5 The 
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“ The King faid in council, ‘ That the magif- 

trates had not done their duty, but that he would do 
his own ; and a proclamation was publilhed, dire&- 
ing us to keep our fervants within doors, as the peace 
was now to be preferved by force. The foldiers were 
fent out to different parts, and the town is now at 
quiet. 

“ The foldiers are flationed fo as to be every where 
within call; there is no longer any body of rioters, and the individuals are haunted to their holes, and 
led to prifon ; Lord George "was laft night fent to 
the '1 ower. Mr. John Wilkes was this day in my 
neighbourhood, to feize the publifhers of a feditious 
paper. 

“ Several chapels have been deftroyed, and fe- 
veu-l inoffenfive Papifts have been plundered ; but 
the high fport was to burn the gaols. This was 
a good rabble trick. The debtors and the crimi- 
nals were all fet at liberty; but of the crimi- 
nals, as has always happened, many are already 
re-taken ; and two pirates have furrendered them- felves, and it is expe&ed that they will be par- 
doned. 

“ Government new a£b again with its proper 
force; and we are all again under the protedlion 
of the King and the Law. 1 thought that it would 
he agreeable to you and my maffer to have my tefti- 
mony to the public fecurity: and that you would 

"fit ep more quietly when I told you that you are 
fafe. 

“ There has, indeed, been an univerfal panic, 
from which the King was the firft that recovered. 
Without the concurrence of his minifters, «r the 
anifLnce of the' civil magiftrate, he put the fol- 
dicrs in motion, and faved the town from cala- 
mities, fuch a rabble’s government muft naturally 
produce. “ The 
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“ .The public has efcaped a very heavy calamity. 

The rioters attempted the Bank on Wednefday night, 
but in no great number, and like other thieves with 
no great refolution. jack Wilkes headed the party 
that drove them away. It is agreed, that if they 

; had feized the Bank on Tuefday, at the height of 
• the panic, when no refiftance had been prepared, 
i. they might have carried irrecoverably away what- 
] ever they had found. Jack, whq was always zealous 

for order and decency, declares, that if he be truft- 
ed with power, he will not leave a rioter alive. 

| 7'here is, however, now no longer any need of he- 
I roiim or bloodfhed, no blue riband is any longer 
I worn.” 

On his birth day, Johnfon has this note, “ I 
am now beginning the feventy-fecond year of my 
life, with more llrength of body, a*fd greater vi- 
gour of mind, than 1 think is commofHlt that age.” 
But ftill he complains of (leeplefs nights and idle 
days, and forgethilnefs, or negledf of refolutions. 
He thus pathetically exprefi'es himfelf, “ Surely I 

i fhall not fpend my whole life with my own total 
difappiobation.” 

In 1781, he at laft completed his “ Lives of the Poets,” of which he gives this account: “ Some 
time in March I finiilitd the 1 Lives of the Poets,’ 
which I wrote in my ufual way, dilatorily and 
hallily, unwilling to work, and woking with 

r vigour and hafle.” In a memorandum previous 
j! to this* he fays of them: “ Written I hope in 
' fuch a manner as may tend to the promotion of 
} piety.” .. Mr. 7 hrale’s death, w'hich happened on the 4th 

of April, 178/, was a very eilential lofs to john- fon, who, although he did not forefee ail that af- 
[ terwards happened, was fufficiently convinced that 
| the comforts which Mr. 7'hrale’s family afforded 

him 
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him would now in a great meafure ceafe. He, 
however, continued to fhew a kind attention to 
his widow and children as long as it was accep- 
table : and he took upon him with a very earneft 
concern, the office of one of his executors, the 
importance of which feemed greater than ufual to 
him, from his circumftances having been always 
fuch that he had fcarcely any fhare in the real 
buhnefs of life. His friends of the Club were in 
hopes that Mr. Thrale might have made a liberal 
pro v iff on for him for his life, which, as Mr. 
7'hrale left no fon, and a very large fortune, it 
would have been highly to his honour to have 
done; and confidering Dr. Johnfon’s age, could 
not have been of long duration : but he bequeath- 
ed him only two hundred pounds, which was the 
legacy given to each of his executors. Mr. B. 
could not but be fomewhat diverted by hearing 
Johnfon talk in a pompous manner of his new 
office, and particularly of the concerns of the 
brewery, whifch it was at laft refolved fhould be 
be fold. Lord Lucan tells a very good ftory, 
which, if not precifely exa£f, is certainly charac- 
teriltioal : that when the fale of Thrale’s brewery 
was going forward, Johnfon appeared buttling about, 
with an ink-horn and pen in his button-hole, like 
an excifeman; and on being afked what he really 
conlidered to be the value of the property which 
was to be difpofed of, anfwered, “We are not 
here to fell a parcel of boilers and vats, but the potentiality of growing rich, bejond the dreams of 
avarice.” 

At a city dinner where were prefent, Mr. 
Wilkes, Dr. Beattie, and Mr. Bofwell, the Doc-, 
tor gave an entertaining account of a woman of the town, who, with feme eccentric 
taknis and much effrontery, forced hetfelf upon his 
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his acquaintance. “ Bet (faid he) wrote her own 
Life in verfe, which ffie brought to me, wiftiing 
that I would furnifti her with a Preface to it 
(laughing). I ufed to fay of her, that fee was 
generally flat and drunkard—occafionally, whore 
and thief. She had, however, genteel lodgings, 
a fpinhet on which fee played, and a boy that 

i walked before her chair. Poor Bet was taken up 
on a charge of Healing a counterpane, and tried 
at the Old-Bailey. Chief Juftice , who 
loved a wench, fummed up favourably, and fee was acquitted. After which, Bet faid, with a gay and 
fatisfied air, * Now that the counterpane is my own, 
I ftall make a petticoat of it.” 

He told his friends that he had in one day written 
fix feeets of a tranflation from the French, adding, 
** I feould be glad to fee it now. 1 wife that 1 had copies of all the pamphlets written againft me, as it 
is faid Pope had. Had 1 known that I feould make 
fo much noife in the world, 1 feould have been at 
pains tocolledl them. I believe there is hardly a day 
in which there is not fomeihing about me in the 
newfpapers.” 

The following curious anecdote is from Dr. Bur- 
ney’s own words. “ Dr. Burney related to Dr. 
Johnfon the partiality which his writings had ex- cited in a friend of Dr. Burney’s, the late Mr. 
Bewley, well known in Norfolk by the name of 
the Pbilofcpher of Majfmgham ; who, from the Ram- 
blers and Plan of his Di&ionary, and long before 

I the auihor’s fame was eftablifeed by the Dictionary 
,} itfelf, or any other work, had conceived fuch a reverence for him, that he urgently begged Dr. Burney to give him the cover of the firft letter 

he had received from him, as a relic of fo efti- 
mable a writer. This was in 1755. *760, 
when Dr. Burney vifitcd Dr. Johnfon at the 

Temple 
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Temple in London, where he then had cham- 
bers, he happened to arrive there before he was 
up, and being fhewn into the room where he was 
to breakfaft, finding himfelf alone, he examined 
the contents of the apartment, to try whether he 
could undifcovered fteal any thing to fend to his 
friend Bewley, as another relic of the admirable 
Dr. Johnfon. But finding nothing better to his purpofe, he cut fome briftles off his hearth-broom, 
and inclofed them in a letter to his country en- 
thufiaft, who received them with due reverence. 
The Do&or was fo fenfible of the honour done 
him by a man of genius and fcience, to whom 
he was an utter ftranger, that he faid to Dr. 
Burney, ‘ Sir, there is no man poflefied of the 
fmalleft portion of modefty, but muft be flattered 
with the admiration of fuch a man. I’li give 
him a fet of my Lives, if he will do me the 
honour to accept of them.’ In this he kept his 
word; and Dr. Burney had not only the plea- 
fure of gratifying his fiiend with a prefent more 
worthy of his acceptance than the fegment from 
the hearth-broom, but foon after of introducing 
him to Dr-. Johnfon himfelf in Bolt-court, with 
whom he had the fatisfaction of converfing a con- fiderable time not a fortnight before his death, 
which happened in St. Martin’s-ftreet, during his 
vifit to Dr. Burney, in the houfe where the great Sir 
Ifaac Newton had lived and died before.” 

In autumn -1781, he went to Oxford, Birming- 
ham, Lichfield, and Alhbourne, for which very 
good reafons might be given, in the conj'e&urul yet 
pofitive manner of writers, who are proud to ac- 
count for every event which they relate. He him- 
felf however fays, “ The motives of my journey 
I baidly know. I omitted it laft year, and am not 
wil!;iv) to mifs it again.” But fome good confi- ° o derations 
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derations arife, amongft which is the kindly recol- 
lection of Mr. Hector, furgeon, at Birmingham. <c Hector is likewife an old friend, the only com- 
panion of my childhood that pafled through the 
fchool with me. We have always loved one ano- 
ther; perhaps we may be made better byfome ferious 
converfation, of which however I have no diftinct: hope.” 

He fays too, “ At Litchfield, my native place, I 
hope to {hew a good example by frequent attendance 
on public worfliip.” 

In 1782, his complaints. increafed, and the hif- 
tory of his life for this year is little more than a 
recital of the variations of his illnefs, in the midft 
of which, however, it will appear from his letters, 
that the powers of his mind were in no degree im- 
paired. 

At a time when he was lefs able than he had once 
been to fufiain a {hock, he was fuddenly deprived 
of Mr. Levett, which he thus communicated to Dr, 
Lawrence. 

“ SIR, 
“ OUR old friend, Mr. Levett, who waslaft night 

eminently cheerful, died this morning. The man who lay in the fame room, hearing an uncommon 
noife, got up and tried to make him fpeak, but with- 
out eflxdt. He then called Mr. Holder, the apothe- 
cary, who though when he came he thought Ivm 
dead, opened a vein, but could draw no blood. So 
has ended the long life of a very ufeful and very 
blamelefs man. 

I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 
Jan. 17, 1782. 

Such 
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Such was Johnfon’s affe&ionate regard for Levett, 

that he honoured his memory with the following 
verfes : 

Condemn’d to Hope’s delufiye mine, As on we toil from day to day, By fudden blaft or flow decline. Our focial comforts drop away. 
Well try’d through many a varying year. See Levett to the graye defcend; Officious, innocent, fincere, Of ev’ry friendlefs name the friend. 
Yet ftill he fills Affe&ion’s eye, Obfcurely wife, and coarfely kind; Nor, lettered arrogance, deny The praife to merit unrefin’d. 
When fainting Nature call’d for aid, And hov’ring Death prepar’d the blow, His vigorous remedy difplay’d The power of art without the ihow. 
In Mifery’s darkeft caverns known. His ready help was ever nigh, Where hopelefs Anguilh pours his groan. And lonely Want retir’d to die. 
No fummons mock’d by chill delay, No petty gains difdain’d by pride j The modeft wants of ev’ry day The toil of ev’ry day fupply’d. 
His virtues walk’d their narrow round, Nor made a paufe, nor left a void; And fure the Eternal Mailer found His Angle talent well employ’d. 
The bufy day, the peaceful night. Unfelt, uncounted, glided by ; His frame was firm, his powers were bright, Though now his eightieth year was nigh. 

Then 
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Then, with no throb» of fiery pain, No cold gradations of decay, . Death broke at once the vital chain. And freed his foul the ncareft way. 

In one of his regifters of this year, there occurs 
the following curious paflage : “ Jan. 20. The mi- 
ihiftry is dilTolved. I prayed with Francis, and gave 
thanks.” It has been the fubjeft of difeuffion,. 
Whether there are twodiftincf particulars mentioned 
here, or that we are to underftand the giving of 
thanks to be in confequence of the diflblution of 
ithe miniftry. In fupport of the laft of thefe con- 
jectures, may be urged his mean opinion of that 
jminiftry, which has frequently appeared in the 
ncuurfe of this work; and it is ftrongly confirmed 
itby what he faid on the fubjeCt to Mr. Seward: 
 “ I am glad the miniftry is removed. Such a 
(bunch of imbecillity never difgraced a country. If 
ithey fent a mefi’enger into the city to take up a 
[(printer, the mdlenger was taken up inftead of the 
'jprinter, and committed by the fitting Alderman. 
Ilf they fent one army to the relief of another, 
fthe firft army was defeated and taken before the Ifecond arrived. I will not fay what they did was 
(always wrong; but it was always done at a wrong 
1 time.” 

March 20, 1782, he thus writes to Captain 
1 Langton, then at Rochefter. 

“ Of my life, from the time we laft parted, 
r the hiftory is mournful. The fpring of laft year 
( deprived me of Thrale, a man whofe eye for 
^fifteen years had fcarcely b.?en turned upon me 
f but with refpeCl or tendernefs; for fuch another 
lifriend, the general courfe of human things will 

rot fufter man to hope. 1 pafied the fummer at 
I Sreatham, but there was no Thrale : and having 

idled 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 138 
idled away the fummer with a weakly body and 
negle&ed mind, I made a journey to Staffordftiire 
on the edge of winter. 1 he feafon was dreary, 
I was fickly, and found the friends fickly whom 
I went to fee. After a forrowful fojourn, I re- 
turned to a habitation pofl'efled for the prefent hy 
two fick women, where my dear old friend, Mr. 
Levett, to whom as he ufed to tell me, I owe 
your acquaintance, died a few weeks ago, fud- 
denly in his bed; there pafled not, 1 believe, a 
minute between health and death. At night, as 
at Mrs. Thrale’s, 1 was mufing in my chamber, 
1 thought with uncommon earneftnefs, that how- 
ever I might alter my mode of life, or whither- 
foever I might remove, I would endeavour to re- 
tain Levett about me ; in the morning my fervant 
brought me word that Levett was called to ano- 
ther ftate, a ftate for which, I think, he was not 
unprepared, for he was very ul'eful to the poor... 
How much foever 1 valued him, I now wifh that 
I had valued him more. 

I am, dear Sir, your humble fervant, 
Sam. Joh 1 son.’* 

In June 1782, he thus writes to Mr. Bofwell at 
Edinburgh. “ This year has afiliiled me with a very 
irkfome and fevere diforder. My refpiration has 
been much impeded, and much blood has been taken, 
away. I am now harafled by a catanhous cough, 
from which my purpofe is to feek relief by change 
of air; and I am, therefore, preparing to go to 
Oxford.” 

In Auguft he fays, “ This year has been very 
heavy. From the middle of January to the middle 
of June 1 was battered by one diforder after another; 
I am now very much recovered, and hope ftril to be 
better.” 

In 
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In September he writes to Mrs. Bofwell; “ I have 

pot often received fo much pleafure as from your 
nvitation to Auchinleck. The journey thither and 
sack is, indeed, too great for the latter part of the ■ear; but if my health were fully recovered, I would 
ufFer no little heat and cold, nor a wet or a rough 
ioad to keep me from you. I am, indeed, not with- 

13)ut hope of feeing Auchinleck again, but to make it 
^ pleafant place I muft fee its lady well, and brifk, and 
tiry.” 

In December he again writes to Mr. B. “ Hav- 
ing palled almoft this whole year in a fucceffion of 
idiforders, 1 went in Odtober to Brighthelmflon, 
Iwvhither I came in a Hate of fo much weaknefs, that 
I refted four times in walking between the inn and 

Hthe lodging. By phyfic and abftinence I grew better, 
sand am now reafonably eafy, though at a great dif- itance from health. I am afraid, however, that health ■begins, after feventy, and often long before, to have 
|ja meaning different from that which it had at thirty. 
£But it is culpable to murmur at the eftablilhed order 
•of the creation, as it is vain to oppofe it. He that 
ilives, muft grow old, and he that would rather grow 
told than die, has God to thank for the infirmities of 
(old age.” 

The death of Mr. Thrale had made a very mate- 
trial alteration upon Johnfon, with refpedt to his re- 
ception in that family. The manly authority of the 
hulband no longer curbed the lively exuberance of the 

ilady; and as her vanity had been fully gratified, by 
‘ having the Coloflus of Literature attached to her for 
finany years, Ihe gradually became lefs affiduous to 
j pleafe him. 

He met Mr. Philip Metcalf often at Sir Jolhua 
Reynolds’s, and other places, and was a good deal 
with him at Brightbelmfton this autumn, being pleaf- 

ied at once with his excellent table and animated con- 
verfation. 



14o DR. SAMUEL JOHNSONk 
verfation. Mr. Metc .lf (hewed him great refpedt, 
and fent him a note that he might have the ufe of his 
carriage whenever he pleafed. Johnfon (3d 0£fo- 
ber, 1782) returned this polite anfwtr:—“ Mr. 
Johnfon is very much obliged''by the kind offer of 
the carriage; but he has no defire of ufing Mr. 
Metcalfe’s carriage, except when he can have the: 
pleafure of Mr. Metcalfe’s company.” Mr. Met- 
calfe could not but. be highly pleafed that his com- 
pany was thus valued by Johnfon, and he frequently: 
attended him in airings. They alfo went together to 
Cirencefter, and they vifited Petworth and Cow- 
dery, the venerable feat of the Lords Montacute. 
“ Sir, (faid Johnfon) I (hould like to (lay here four- 
and-twenty hours. We fee here how our anceftors lived.” 

In 1783 he was more feverely affli&ed than ever, 
as will appear in the courfe of his correfpondence ; 
but Qill the fame ardour for literature, the fame con- 
ftant piety, the fame kindnefs for his friends, and the 
fame vivacity, both in converfation and writing, dif- 
tinguifhed him. 

It has been obferved and wondered at, that Mr. Charles Fox never talked with any freedom in the 
prefence of Dr. Johnfon, though it is well known 
that his converfation is various, fluent, and exceed- 
ingly agreeable. Johnfon’s experience, however, founded him in going on thus : “ Fox never talks in 
private company, not from any determination not. to 
talk, but becaufe he has not the firft motion. A man. 
who is ufed to the applaufe of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, has no wi(h for that of a private company. A 
man accuftomed to throw for a thoufand pounds, if 
fet down to throw for fixpence, would not be at the 
pains to count his dice. Burke’s taik is the ebulli- 
tion of his mind ; he does not talk from a defire of 
diltin&ion ; but becaufe his mind is full.” Mr. 
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Mr. B. and the Do&or once talked of the accufa- 

tlon againft a gentleman for fuppofed delinquencies 
in India. Johnson. “ What foundation there is 
for accufation I know riot, but they will not get at 
him. Where bad aftions are committed at fo great a 
diftance, a delinquent can obfcure the evidence till 
the feent becomes cold ; there is a cloud between, 
which cannot be penetrated, therefore all diftant 
power is bad. I am clear that the beft plan for the 
government of India is a defpotic governor; for if 
he be a good man, it is evidently the beft government; 
and fuppofing him to be a bad man, it is better to 
have one plunderer than many. A governor whofe 
power is checked, lets others plunder that he himfelf may be allowed to plunder. But if defpotic, he fees 
that the more he lets others plunder, the lefs there 
will be for himfelf, fo he reftrains them ; and though 
he himfelf plunder?, the country- is a gainer, com- 
pared with being plundered by numbers.” 

In the fummer of 1783, Mr. B. left his friend the 
Doftor, being about to depart for Scotland, “ He embraced me,” fays he, “ a»d gave me his blefting, 
as ufual when I was leaving him for any length of 
time. I walked from his door to day with a fearful 
apprehenfion of what might happen before I return- 
ed.” Mr. B.’s anxious apprehenftons at parting with 
him this year proved to be but too well founded ; for 
not long afterwards he had a dreadful ftroke of the 
palfy, of which there are very full and accurate ac- 

. counts in letters written by himfelf, which fhew with 
t what compofure his fteady piety enabled him to be- 

have. 
To the Reverend Dr. John Taylor. 

“ Dear Sir, 
“IT has pleafed God, by a paralytic ftroke in the 

night, to deprive me of fpeech. 
“ 1 am 
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“ I am verydefirous of Dr. Heberden’s affiftance, 

as I think my cafe is not paft remedy. Let me fee 
you as foon as it is poffible. Bring Dr. Heberden 
with you, if you can; but come yourfelf at all events. 
I am glad you are fo well, when I am fo dreadfully 
attacked. 

“ l think that by a fpeedy application of ftimulants 
much may be done. I queftion if a vomit, vigorous 
and rough, would not rouze the organs of fpeech to 
a&ion. As it is too early to fend, I will try to recol- 
ledf what 1 can, that can be fufpe&ed to have brought 
on this dreadful diftrefs. 

“ 1 have been accuftomed to bleed frequently for 
an afthmatic complaint, but have forborne for fome 
time by Dr. Pepy’s perfuafion, who perceived my legs 
beginning to fwell. I fometimes alleviate a painful, 
or more properly an oppreffive conftridtion of my 
cheft, by opiates; and have lately taken opium fre- 
quently, but the laft, or two laft times, in fmaller 
quantities. My largeft dofe is three grains, and laft 
night I took but two. You will fuggeft thefe things 
(and they are all that I can call to mind) to Dr. He- 
berden. I am, & . 

Sam. Johnson.” 
June 17, 1783. 
Two days after he wrote thus to Mrs. Thrale : 

*' On Monday the 16th I fat for my pi&ure, and walked a confiderable way with little inconvenience. 
In the afternoon and evening I felt myfelf light and 
eafy, and began to plan fchemes of life. Thus I 
went to bed, and in a fhort time waked and fat up, 
as has been long my cuftom, when I felt a confufion 
and indiftin&nefs in my head, which lafted, I fup- 
pofe, about half a minute. I was alarmed, and 
prayed God, that however he might affliift my bo- 
dy, he would fpare my undei{landing. 'I’his prayer. 
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that I might try the integrity of my faculties, I 
made in Latin verfe. The lines were not very good, 
but I knew them not to be very good : I made them 
eafily, and concluded myfelf to be unimpaired in my 
faculties. 

“ Soon after I perceived that I had fuffered a pa- 
ralytic ftroke, and thal^ my fpeech was taken from 
me. I had no pain, and fo little deje£tion in this 
dreadful ftate, that l wondered at my own apathy, 
and confidered that perhaps death itfelf, when it 
Ihould come, would excite lefs horror than feems 
now to attend it. 

“ In order to rouze the vocal organs, I took two 
drams. Wine has been celebrated for the production of eloquence. I put myfelf into violent motion, and 
1 think repeated it; but all was vain. I then went 
to bed, and, flrange as it may feem, I think, flept. 
When I faw light, it was time to contrive what I 
fhould do. Though God flopped my fpeech, he left 
me my hand, I enjoyed a mercy which was not grant- 
ed to my dear friend Lawrence, who now perhaps 
overlooks me as I am writing, and rejoices that I have what he wanted. My firfl note was necefiarily to my 
fervant, who came in talking, and could not imme- 
diately comprehend why he Ihould read what 1 put 
into his hands. 

“ I then wiote a card to Mr. Allen, that I might have a difcreet friend at hand, to adt as occafion 
fhould require. In penning this note, I had fome 
difficulty ; my hand, I knew not how nor why, made 
wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. Fay lor to come 
tome, and bring Dr. Heberden ; and I fent to Dr. 
Brocklefby, who is my neighbour. My phyftcians 
are very friendly, and give me'great hopes j but you 
may imagine my fituation. I have fo far recovered 
my vocal powers, as to repeat the Lord’s Prayer, 
with no very imperfeCl articulation. My memory, 

I hope, 
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I hope, yet remains as it was; but fuch an attack produces folicitude for the fafety of every faculty1.” 

To Mr. Thomas Davies. 
“ Dear Sir, « I have had, indeed, a very heavy blow; but 

God, who yet fpares my life, I humbly hope will 
fpare my underftanding, ,and reftore my fpeech. As 
I am not at all helplpl's, l want no particular sdfift- 
ance, but am ftrongly affected by Mrs. Davies’s ten- 
d erne is ; and when I think fhe can do me good, (hall 
be very glad to call upon her. I had ordered friends 
to be fhut out, but one or two have found the way 
in ; and if you come you fhall be admitted : for I 
know not whom I can fee that will bring more amufe- 
ment on his tongue, or more kindnefs in his heart. 
,1 am, &c. c t Sam. Johnson. 

June 18, 1783. 
The DoStcr lovfd Davies cordially. One day, j ■when he had treated him with too much afperity, 

Tom, who was not without pride and fpirit, went 
off in a paffion 5 but he had hardly reached home, 
when Frank, who had been lent after him, delivered ' this note:—“ Come, come, dear Davies, lam al- 
ways forry when we quarrel; fend me word that we are friends.” . 

Such was the general vigour of his conftitution, 
that he recovered from this alarming and fevere at- 
tack with wonderful quicknefs ; fo that in July he 
was able to make a viht to Mr. Langton at Rochef- 
ter, where he palfed about a fortnight, and made 
little excurfions as eafily as at any time of his life. 
In Auguft he went as far as the neighbourhood of Salifbury, to Heale, the feat of William Bowles, 
Efq. 

3, While 
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While he was here he had a letter from Dr. 

Brocklefby, acquainting him of the death of Mrs. 
Williams, which affeited him a good deal. Though 
for feveral years her temper had not been compla- 
cent, {he had valuable qualities, and her departure 
left a blank in his houfe. Upon this occafion he, 
according to his habitual courfe of piety, compofed a 
prayer. 

He had once conceived the defign of writing the 
Life of Oliver Cromwell, faying, that he thought it 
muft be highly curious to trace this extraordinary rife 
to the fupreme power from fo obfcure a beginning. 
He at length laid afide his fcheme, on difcovering that 
all that can be told of him is already in print; and 
that it is impradlicable to procure any authentic in- 
formation, in addition to what the world is already 
pofleflTed of. 

He had likewife projefted, but at what part of his 
, life is not known, a work to fhew how fmall a quan- 
tity of real fiction there is in the world ; and 
how the fame images, with very little variation, have 
ferved all the authors who have ever written. 

His thoughts in the latter part of his life were fre- 
quently employed on his deceaftd friends. He often 
muttered thefe, or fuch like femences, “ Poor man ! 
and then he died.” 

On his return from Heale he wrote to Dr. Bur- 
ney. “ I came home on the 18th at noon to a 
very difconfo!ate houfe. You and I have loft our 

* friends, but you have more friends at home. My ;domeftic companion is taken from me. She is much 
ilmifted, for her acquifttions were many, and her cu- 
"riofity univerfal; fo that (he partook of every con- ! verfation. I am not well enough to go much out; 
and to fit, and eat, or faft alone, is very wearifome. 
I always mean to lend my compliments to all the 

^ladies.” 
H His 
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His fortitude and patience met with fevere trials 

during this year. The ftroke of the palfy has been 
related circumftantially ; but he was alfo afflidted 
with the gout, and was befides troubled with a com- 
plaint which not only was attended with immediate 
inconvenience, but threatened him with a painful 
chirurgical operation, from which moft men would 
(brink. The complaint was a farcocele, which John- 
fon bore with uncommon firmnefs, and was not at 
all frightened while he looked forward to amputation. 
He was attended by Mr. Pott, and alfo Mr. Cruik- 
(hank. 

September 30, he writes to Mr. B. “ Befides my 
conftant and radical difeafe, I have been for thefe ten 
days much harrafled with the gout, but that has now 
remitted. 1 hope God will yet grant me a longer 
life, and make me lefs unfit to appear before him.” 

He this autumn received avifitfrom the celebrated 
Mrs. Siddons. He gives this account of it in one 
of his letters to Mrs. Thrale :—“ Mrs. Siddons, 
in her vifit to me, behaved with great modefty and 
propriety, and left nothing behind her to be cen- 
iitred or defpifed. Neither praife nor money, the 
two powerful corrupters of mankind, feem to have 
depraved her. I (hall be glad to fee her again. Her 
brother Kemble calls on me, and pleafes me very 
well. Mrs. Siddons and i talked of plays; and (he 
told me her intention ,of exhibiting this winter the 
charadiers of Conflance, Catherine, and Ifabella, in 
Stakfpeare.” 

When Mrs. Siddons came into the room, there 
happened to be no chair ready for her, which he ob- 
ferving, faid with a fmile, “ Madam, you who fo 
often occafion a want of feats to other people, will 
the more eafily excufe the want of one yourfeU.” Having placed himfeif by her, he with great good 
humour entered upon a confideration of the Englifh 3 drama; 
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drama; and, among other inquiries, particularly 

. afked her which of Shald'peare’s charsders fhe was 
moft pleafed with. Upon her anfwering that fhe 
thought the chara&er of Queen Catherine in Henry 
the Eighth the moft natural. “ I think fo too, Ma- 
dam, (faid he) and whenever you perform it, I will 
once more hobble out to the theatre myfelf.” Mrs. 
Siddons promifed fhe would do herfelf the honour of a&ing his favourite part for. him ; but many cir- 
cumftances happened to prevent the reprefentation of King Henry the Eighth during the Doctor’s 
life.” 

In the courfe of this vifit, he thus gave his 
opinion upon the merits of fome of the principal 
performers whom he remembered to have feen upon 
the ftage. w Mrs. Porter, in the vehemence of rage, 
and Mrs. Clive, in the fprightlinefs of humour, I 
have never feen equalled. What Clive did beft, fhe 
did better than Garrick; but could not do half fo 
many things well; fhe was a better romp than any I 
ever faw in nature. Pritchard, in common life, was 
a vulgar ideot; fhe would talk of her gownd: but, 
when fhe appeared upon the ftage, feemed to be in- ; fpired by gentility and underftanding. 1 once talked 
with Colley Cibber, and thought him ignorant of the 
principles of his art. Garrick, Madam, was no de- claimer; there was not one of his own fcene-fhifters 
who could not have fpoken To be, or not to be, better 
than he did ; yet he was the only a&or 1 ever faw 
whom I could call a mafter both in tragedy and co- 
medy ; though I liked him beft in comedy. A true 

!■' conception of charter, and natural expreflion of it, were his diftinguifhing excellencies.” Having ex- 
patiated, with his ui'ual force and eloquence, on Mr. 
Garrick’s extraordinary eminence as an atftor, he 
concluded with this compliment to his fxial talents: 

H 2 “ And 
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** And after all. Madam, I thought him lefs to be 
envied on the ftage than at the head of a table.” 

Johnfon, indeed, had thought more upon the fub- 
je<5 of afling than might be generally fuppofed. ! 
Talking of it one day to Mr. Kemble, he faid, “Are 
you. Sir, one of thofe enthufiafts who believe your- | 
felf transformed into the very character you repre- ! 

fent?” Upon Mr. Kemble’s anlwering that he had 
never felt fo ftrong a perfuafion himfelf; “To be j 
fure not. Sir, (faid Johnfon). The thing is impof- 
fible. And if Garrick really believed himfelf to be 1] 
that monfter Richard the Third, he deferved to be 1 
hanged every time he performed it.” 

1783. Notwithftanding the complication of dif- a orders under which Johnfon now laboured, he did ;i 
not refign himfelf to defpondency and dilcontent, | 
but with wifdom and fpirit endeavoured to confole ] 
and amufe his mind with as many innocent enj'oy- ;| 
ments as he could procure. Sir John Hawkins has B 
mentioned the cordiality with which he infifted that « 
fuch of the members of the old club in Ivy-lane as jfi furvived fhould meet again and dine together, which ll 
they did, twice at a tavern, and once athishoufe: « 
and in order to infure himfelf fociety in the evening || 
for three days in the week, he inftituted a Club at the S 
KiTex Head, in Lfl'ex ftreet, then kept by Samuel 1 
Greaves, an old fervant of Mr. Thrale’s. 

It did not fuit S r Jofhua to be one of this Club. , j 
I? it it was graced by Mr Dairies Ba r ngton, Dr. i 
Brocklefbv, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Cooke, Mr. Joddrel, 1 
Mr. Farad He, Dr. Horfley, and Mr. Windham. 

In the end of this year he was feized with a fpaf- ;! 
modic afthma of fuch violence, that he was confined < 
to the houfe in great pain, being fometimes obliged ii 
to fit all night in his chair, a recumbent pofture be- 
ing fo hurdul to his refpiration, that he could not endure lying in bedi and there came upon him at the ;| lame K 
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fame time that oppreffive and fatal difeafe, a dropfy. 
It was a very fevere winter, which probably aggra- 
vated his complaints; and the folitude in which Mr. 

i Levett and Mrs. Williams had left him, rendered his 
life very gloomy. Mrs Defmoulins, who (till lived, 
was herfelf fo very ill that {he could contribute very 
little to his relief. He, however, had none of that 
unfocial fliynefs which we commonly fee in people 

• affli&ed with ficknefs. He did not hide his head in 
abftratStion; he did not deny himftlf to the vifits of 

’ his friends and acquaintances; but at ail times, when | he was not overcome by fleep, was as ready forcon- 
verfatkm as in his beft days. 

To Mrs. Lucv Porter, in Litchfield. 
“ Dear Madam, 

“ You may perhaps think me negligent that I have 
not written to you again upon the loi's of your bro- 
ther ; but condolences and confolations are fuch com- 
mon and fuch ufelefs things, that the omiifion of them 
is no great crime; and my own difeafes occupy my 
mind, and engage my care. My nights are miYera 
bly reftlefs, and my days, therefore, are heavy. I 
try, however, to hold up my head as high as I can. 

Sam. Johnson.” London, Nov. 29, 1783. 
His attention to the Efiex-Head Club, even in 

1784, thd year of his deceafe, appears from the fol- 
i lowing letter to Mr. Alderman Clark, a gentleman for whom he defervedly entertained a great regard. 

To Richard Clark, Efq. 
“ Dear Sir, 

“ You will receive a requifition, according to the ■rules of the Club, to be at the houfe as Prendent of 
the night. This turn comes once a month, and the 

member 
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member is obliged to attend, or fend another in his place. You were enrolled in the Club by my invita- 
tion, and I ought to introduce you ; but as I am hin- 
dered by ficknefs, Mr. Hoole will very properly fupply 
my place as introdudlor, or yours as prefident. I 
hope in milder weather to be a very conftant atten- 
dant. I £m, Sir, &c, 

Sam. Johnson. 
Jan. 27, 1784. 
“ You ought Jo be informed, that the forfeits be- 

gan with the year, and that every.night of non-at- 
tendance incurs the muldt of three-pence, that is, 
nine-pence a week.” 

To James Boswell, Efq. <c Dear Sir, ct I hear of many inquiries which your kindnefs 
has difpofed you to make after me. I have long in- tended you a long letter, which perhaps the imagi- 
nation of its length hindered me from beginning. 
1 wlil, therefore, content myfelf with a fhorter. 

“ Having promoted the inftttytion of a new Club 
in the neighbourhood, at the houfe of an old fervant 
of Thrale’s, I went thither to meet the company, 
and was feized with a fpafmodic afthma. fo violent, 
that with difficulty I got, to my own houfe, in which 
1 have been confined eight or nine weeks, and from 
which I know not when i fhall be able to go even to 
church. The afthma, however, is sot the worft. 
A dropfy gains ground upon me ; my legs and thighs 
are very much fwollen with water, which I ftiould be 
content ifT could keep there, but I am afraid that it 
will foon be higher. My nights are very flceplefs 
and very tedious. And yet I am extremely afraid of 
dying. 

“ My phyficians try to make me hope, that much 
of my malady is the efte£t of cold, and that fome 
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degree at leaft of recovery is to be expe&ed from 
vernal breezes and fummer funs. If my life is pro- 
longed to autumn, I Ihould be glad to try a warmer 
climate; though how to travel with a difeafed body, 
without a companion to conduct me, and with very 
little money, I do not well fee. Ramfay has reco 
vered his limbs in Italy; and Fielding was fent to 
Lilbon, where, indeed, he died; but he was, I be- 
lieve, paft hope when he went. Think for me what 
1 can do. 

“ I received your pamphlet, and when I write 
again may perhaps tell you fome opinion about i: ; 
but you will forgive a man ftruggling with difeafe hrs 
negledt cf difputes, politics, and pamphlets. Let 
me have your prayers. My compliments to your 
lady, and young ones. Aflc your phyficians about 
my cafe ; and difire Sir Alexander Dick to write me 
his opinion. 

I am, dear Sir, &c. 
Sam. Johnson ” 

Feb. ii, 1784. 
To Mrs. Lucy Porter, in Litchfield. 

“ My dearest Love, 
“ I have been extremely ill of an afthma and drop- fy, but received by the mercv of God, fudden and 

unespe&ed relief laft Thurfday, by the difcharge o, 
twenty pints of water. Whether 1 lhall continue 
free, or lhall fill again, cannot be told. Pray for me. 

“ Death, my dear, is very dreadful ; let us think 
nothing worth our care but how to prepare for it: what we know amifs in ourfelves let us make hade 
to amend, and put our truft in the mercy of God, 
and the interceffion of our Saviour. 

1 am, dear Madam, 
Your moft humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson-’ Feb. 23, 1784. 
To 
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To James Boswell, Efq. 
“ Dear Sir, 

“ I am too much pleafed with the attention which jou and your dear lady fhow to my welfare, not to be 
diligent in letting you know the progrefs which I 
make towards health. The dropfy, by God’s blef- 
ling, has row run aimoft totally away by natural 
evacuation ; and the afthma, if not irritated by cold, 
gives me little trouble. While 1 am writing this, I 
have not any fenfatton of debility or difeafe. But I 
do not yet venture out, having been confined to the 
houfe from the thirteenth of December, now a quar- 
ter of a year. 

“ When it will be fit for me to travel as far as 
Auchinleck, I am not able to guefs ; but fuch a letter 
as Mrs. Bofwell’s might draw any man, not wholly 
motionlefs, a great way. Pray tell the dear lady how 
much her civility and kindnefs have touched and era- 
titled me. 

“ Our parliamentary tumults have now begun to 
fubfide, and the King’s authority is in tome meafure 
re efiabliihed. Mr. Pitt will have great power; but you muft remember, that what he has to give muft, 
at leaft for fome time, be given to thole who gave, 
and thofe who preferve his power. A new minifter 
can facrifice little to efteem or friendlhip; he muft, 
till he is fettled, think only of extending his in- 
tereft. 

“ Pleafe to bring with you Baxter’s Anacreon ; 
and if you procure heads of Heitor Boece, the hif- 
torian, and Arthur Johnfton, the poet, I will put 
them in my room, or any other of the fathers of 
Scottilh literature. 

“ 1 with you an eafy and happy journey, and 
hope I need not Jell you that you will be welcome 

to, 
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to, dear Sir, your moft affe&ionate, humble fer- 
vant, Sam. Johnson.” 

London, March 18, 1784. 
To Mr. Langton he wrote with that cordiality 

which was fuitable to the long friendfliip which had 
fubfifted between him and that gentleman. 

March 27. “ Since you left me, I have continued 
in my own opinion, and in Dr. Brocklefby’s, to 
grow better with refpefl to all my formidable and 
dangerous diftempers; though to a body battered 
and lhaken as mine has lately been, it is to be feared 
that weak attacks may be fometimes mifchievous. 
1 have, indeed, by (landing carelefsly at an open 
window, got a very troublefome cough, which it has been neceflary to appease by opium, in larger 
quantities than I like to take, and 1 have not found 
it give way fo readily as I expe&ed ; its obftinacy, 
however, feems at laft difpofed to fubmit to the re- 

j medy, and I know not whether I (hould then have 
a right to complain of any morbid fenfation. My 
aftbma is, 1 am afraid, conftitutional and incurable j 
but it is only occafioual, and unlefs it be excited by 
labour or by cold, gives me no moleftation, nor does 

| it lay very clofe liege to life ; for Sir John Floyer, 
whom the phyfical race confuler as author of one of 
the bell books upon it, panted on to ninety, as was 
fuppofed ; and why were we content with fuppofing a 
fadt fo interelling, of a man fo confpicuous, becaufe 

^ he corrupted, at perhaps feventy or eighty, the regif- 
'■ ter, that he might pafs for younger than he was ? He was not much lefs than eighty, when to a man of 

rank who modellly afked him his age, he anfwered, 
‘ Go look though he was in general a man of civi- 
lity and elegance.” 

April 
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April 8. “ I am ftill diflurbed by my cough; but 

what thanks have I not to pay, when my cough is j " 
the moft painful fenfation that I feel ! and from that 1 
1 expedt hardly to be releafed,, while winter continues •, 
to gripe us with fo much pertinacity. The year i 
has now advanced eighteen days beyond the equinox, | 
and ftill there is very little remiffion of the cold. 
When warm weather comes, which furely muft come j 
at laft, I hope it will help both me and your young 
lady. 

“ Let me have your prayers for the completion of 
my recovery: I am now better than I ever expeded 
to have been. May God add to his mercies the grace 
that may enable me to ufe them according to his will. 
My compliments to all.” 

What follows is a beautiful fpecimen of his gen- 
tlenefs and complacency to a young lady his god-child, j 
one of the daughters of his friend Mr. Langton, then 
in her feventh year. He took the trouble to write it i 
in a large round hand, nearly refembling printed cha- > 
radters, that file might have the fatisfadion of read- ’ 
ing it herfelf. 

To Mifs Jane Langton, in Rochejler, Kent. 
“ My dearest Miss Jenny, 

“ I am forty that your pretty letter has been fo 9 
long w'ithout being anfwered ; but, when I am not 1 
pretty w’ell, 1 do not always write plain enough for 1 
young ladies. I am glad, my dear, to fee that you f 
write fo well, and hope that you mind^your pen, S 
your book, and your needle, for they are all necef- f 
fary. Your books will give you knowledge, and . make you refpeded ; and your needle will find you ; 
iifeful employment when you do not care to read. | 
When you are a little older, I hope you will be very j| 
diligent in learning arithmetic; and, above all, that through I 
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through your whole life you will carefully fay your 
prayers, and read your Bible. 

lam, my dear, 
Your moll humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 
May 10, 1784. 
One morning in the May of this year, he com- 

municated to Mr. B. with folemn earneftnefs, a very 
remarkable circumftance which had happened in the 
courfe of his illnefs, when he was" much diftreffed by 
the dropfy. He had fhut himfelf up, and employed 
a day in particular exercifes of religion,—falling, 
humiliation, and prayer. On a fudden he obtained 
extraordinary relief, for which he looked up to hea- 
ven with grateful devotion. He made no diredl in- 
ference from this fail; but from his manner of tel- 
ling it, Mr. B. could perceive that it appeared to him 
as fomething more than an incident in the common 
courfe of events, it is but reafonable to think that 
there was an intermediate interpofition of divine Pro- 
vidence, and that “ the fervent prayer of this righte- 
ous man” availed. 

On the evening of Saturday, May 15, he was in 
fine fpirits, at the Ellex-Head Club. He told the 
company, “ I dined yellerday at Mrs. Garrick’s, 
with M s. Carter, Mifs Hannah More, and Mifs 
Fanny Burney. Three fuch women are not to be found. I know net where I could find a fourth, 
except Mrs. Lennox, who is fuperior to them all.” 
Boswell. “What! had you them all to yourfdf, 
Sir ?” Johnson. “ I had them all as much as they 
were had; but it might have been better had there 
been more company there.” Boswell. “ Might 
not Mrs. Montagu have been a fourth ?” Johnson. 
“ Sir, Mrs. Montagu does not make a trade of h r wit. But Mrs. Montagu is a very extraordinary 

woman ; 
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woman; {he has a conftant ftream of converfatiofl, 
and it is always impregnated ; it has always mean- 
ing.” Boswell. “ Mr. Burke has a conftant 
ft ream of converfation.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir; 
if a man were to go by chance at the fame time with 
Burke under a fhed to ftiuri a ftiower, he would fay 
This is an extraordinary man. If Burke ftiould go 
into a ftable to fee his horfe dreft, the oftler would 
fay we have had an extraordinary man here.” Bos- 
well. “ Foote was a man who never failed in con- 
verfation. If he had gone into a ftable—” John- 
son. “ Sir, if he had gone into a ftable, the oftler 
would have faid here has been a comical fellow; 
but he would not have refpe&ed him.” Boswell. 
“ And, Sir, the oftler would have anfwered him, 
would have given him as good as he brought, as the 
common faying is.” Johnson. “ Yes, Sir; and 
Foote would have anfwered the oftler. When 
Burke does not defcend to be merry, his converfa- 
tion is very fuperior indeed. There is no proportion 
between the powers which he {hews in ferious talk 
and in jocularity. When he lets himfelf down to 
that, he is in the kennel.” He prefently called out 
with a fudden air of exultation, as the thought ftarted 
into his mind, “ O ! Gentlemen, I mull tell you a 
very great thing. The Emprefs of Ruffia, 1 bear^ 
has ordered the ‘ Rambler’ to be tranflated into the 
Ruffian language. So I {hall be read 011 the banks 
of the Wolga. Horace boafts that his fame'would 
extend as far as the banks of the Rhone; now the 
Wolga is farther from me than the Rhone was from 
Horace.” 

In a converfation between the Doftor and Mr. 
Bofwell, he charged Mr. Langton with what he 
thought want of judgment upon an interefting occa- 
fson. w When i was ill (Hid he) I defued he would 
teil rne uncerely in what he thought my life was faulty. 
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faulty. Sir, he brought me a flieet of paper, on 
which he had written down feveral texts of Scrip- 
ture, recommending chriftian charity. And when I 
queftioned him whatoccafion I had given for fuch an 
animadverfion, all that he could fay amounted to this 
—That I fometimes contradi&ed people in converfa- 
tion. Now what harm does it do to any man to be 
contradifled ?” Boswell. “ I fuppofe he meant the 

of doing it; roughly—and harfhly.” John- 
son. “ And who is the worfe for that ?” Boswell. u It hurts people of weak nerves.” Johnson. “ I 
know no fuch weak-nervtd people.” Mr. Burke, to 
whom Mr. B. related this conference, faid, “It is 
well, if when a man comes to die, he has nothing 
heavier upon his confcience than having been a little 
rough in converfation.” 

Johnfon, at the time when the paper was presented 
to him, though at firft pleafed with the attention of 
his friend, whom he thanked in an earneft manner, 
foon exclaimed, in aloud and angry tone, “ What is your drift, Sir?” Sir Jofhua Reynolds pleafantly 
obferved, that it was a feene for a comedy, to fee a 
penitent get into a violent paffion, and belabour his 
confefibr. 

In the latter end of May, he had a great defire to 
go to Oxford, as his firft jaunt after his illnefs; and 
Mr. B. had promifed to accompany him. On 
Thurfday, June 3, the Oxford poft-coach took 
them up in the morning at Bolt-court. The other 
two pafl'engers were Mrs. Beresford and her daugh- 
ter, two very agreeable ladies from America; they 
were going to Worcefteifnire, where they then re- 
futed. 

Mr. B. was furprifed at his talking without re- ferve in the public poft-coach of the ftate of his 
affairs; “1 have (faid he) about the world, I think, 
above a thoufand pounds, which I intend fhall 

afford 
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afford Frank * an annuity of feventy pounds % 
year.” 

At the inn where they flopped, he was exceedingly diflatisfied with fome roaft mutton which they had for 
dinner. He fcolded the waiter, faying, “ It is as bad 
as bad can be. It is ill-fed, ill-killed, ill-kept, and ill-dreft.” 

On Wednefday, June ig, Dr. Johnfon and Mr. 
B. returned to London ; he was not well that day, 
and faid very little, employing himfelf chiefly in 
reading Euripides. He exprefled fome difpleafure at 
Mr. B. for not obferving fufficiently the various ob- 
jects upon the road. “ If I had your eyes, Sir, 
(faid he) I fhould count the paflengers.” It was wonderful how accurate his obfervations of vifual 
objects was, notwithftanding his imperfetSl eyefight, 
owing to a habit of attention. That he was much fatisfied with the refpedf paid to him at Dr. Adams’s, 
is thus attefted by himfelf: “ I returned laft night 
from Oxford, after a fortnight’s abode with Dr. Adams, who treated me as well as I could expedl; or 
wifh ; and he that contents a fick man—a man whom 
it is impoflible to pleafe—has furely done his part, 
well. His generous humanity to the miferable wasalmoft 
beyond example. The following inftance is well 
attefted : Coming home late one night, he found a 
poor woman lying in the ftreet, fo much exhaufted, 
that {he could not yalk ; he took her upon his back, 
and carried her to his houfe, where he difcovered that 
fhe was one of thofe wretched females who had fallen 
into the loweft flate of vice, poverty, and difeafe. Inftead of harfhly upbraiding her, he had her taken 
care of with all tendernefs for a long time at a confi- derable expence, till fhe was reftored to health, and endeavoured to put her into a virtuous way of living. 

* His Black fervant. 
On 
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On Tuefday, June 22, Mr. B. dined with him at 

The Literary Club, the laft time of his being in 
that refpedable fociety. The other members prefent 
were the Bifliop of St. Afaph, Lord Eliot, Lord 
Palmerfton, Dr. Fordyce, and Mr. Malone. He 
looked ill; but had fuch a manly fortitude, that he 
did not trouble the company with melancholy com- 
plaints. They all Ihewed evident marks of kind con- 
cern about him, with which he was much pleafed ; 
and in return, he exerted himfelf, and was as enter- 
taining as his indifpofition would allow. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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TTHE anxiety of Johnfon’s friends to preferve fo eftimable a life, as long as human means might be 
fuppofed to have influence, made them plan for him a 
retreat from the feverity of a Britifh winter, to the 
mild climate of Italy This fcheme was at laft 
brought to a ferious refolution at General Paoli’s. 
One cflential matter, however, was neceflary to be 
previoufly fettled, which was obtaining fuch an addi- 
tion to his income, as would be fuffident to enable 
him to defray the expcnce in a manner becoming the 
ihft literary cha ader of a great nation, and, inde- 
pendent of all his other merits, the Author of Ths 
Dictionary of the English Language. The 
perfon to whom, above all others, Mr. B. thought 
application fhould be made, was the Lord Chancel- 
lor, becaufe he highly valued Johnfon. Mr. B. 
therefore, though perfonally very lutle known to his 
Lordfhip, wrote to him, ftating the cafe, and re- 
quefling his good offices for Dr Johnfon *. 

On Friday, June 25, Mr. B. dined with the Do&or 
at General Paoli’s, “ where,” he fays in one of his 
letters to Mrs. Thrale, “ I love to dine.” There 
were a variety of difhes much to his tafte, of all which 
he feemed to eat fo much, that Mr. B. was afraid he 
might be hurt by it; and whifpered to the General 

* It will hereafter appear, that the Chancellor's zeal in this ne- gociution, reflected on him as much honour as it did diigrace on thofe who oppofed the requeft. his 
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if his fear, and begged he might not prefs him. “ Alas! 
f; (('aid the General) fee how very ill he looks ; he can 
i live but a very fhort time. Would you refufe any 
I flight gratifications to a man under fentence of death ? 

There is a humane cuftom in Italy, by which perfons 
in that melancholy fuuation are indulged with having 
whatever they like beft to eat and drink, even with 
:expenfive delicacies.” 

On Monday, June 28, Mr. B. had the honour 
to receive from the Lord Chancellor the following 
letter: 

To James Boswell, Efq. 
“ Sir, 

“ I (hould have anfwered your letter immediately 5 I if (being much engaged when I received it) I had 
not put it in my pocket, and forgot to open it till this 

i morning. 
“ I am much obliged to you for the fuggeftion ; 

) and I will adopt and prefs it as far as I can. The 
beft argument, I am fure, and 1 hope it is not likely 
to fail, is Dr. Johnfon’s merit.—But it will be necef- 
fary, if I fhould be fo unfortunate as to mifs feeing 
you, to converfe with Sir Jolhua on the fum it will 
be proper toalk—in ftiort, upon the means of fetting 
him out. It would be a refledlion on us all, if fuch 
a man (hould perifti for want of the means to take 
care of his health. Your’s, &c. 

Thurlcw.” 
This letter gave Mr. B. a very high fatisfa&icn; hhe next day went and (hewed it to Sir Jolhua Rey- 

1 nolds, who was exceedingly pleafed with it. Sir 
Jofliua thought that Mr. B. (hould now communi- 

1 cate the negociation to Dr. Johnfon, who might 
; afterwards complain if the attention with which it 

had been honoured, fhould be too long concealed 
from 
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from him. Mr. B. therefore haftened to Johnfon, 
and was told by him that he was then rather better. 
Boswell. “ I am very anxious about you, Sir, and 
particularly that you fhould go to Italy for the win- 
ter, which I believe is your own wifh.” Johnson. 
“ It is, Sir.” Boswell. “ You have no objedion, 
I prefume, but the^mmey it would require.” John- 
son. “ Why no. Sir.” Upon which Mr. B. gave 
him a particular account of what had been done, 
and read to him the Lord Chancellor’s letter.— He 
liftened with mCtch attention ; then warmly faid, 
“ This is taking prodigious pains about a man.”— “ O! Sir, (faid Mr. B. with moft fincere affedtion) 
yoUr friends would do every thing for you.” He 
paufed—grew more and more agitated-—till tears 
ftarted into his eyes, and he exclaimed with fervent 
emotion, “ God biefs y u all!” Mr. B. was fo 
affe£led that he alfollied tears.—After a {hurt lilence^ he renewed and extended his grateful benediction, 
“ G: d bltfs you all, for Jesus Christ’s fake!” 
They both remained lor fome time unable to fpeak. 
—The .Dodtor rofe faddenly and quitted the room, 
quite melted in tendernefs. 

On Wednefday, June 30, Mr. B. and Dr. John- 
fon both dined with Sir Jofliua Reynolds} and both 
his friends were fo fanguine in their expectations, 
that they expatiated with confidence on the large 
provifion which they were fure would be made for 
him, conjedturing whether munificence would be 
difplayed in one large donation, or in an ample in- 
creafe of his penfion. He hymfelf catched fo much 
of their enthufiafm, as to allow himfelf to fuppofe 
it not impoffible that their hopes might in one way or other be realifed. He faid that he would rather 
have his penfion doubled than a grant of a thouland 
pounds ; “ For (faid he) though probably 1 may not 
live to receive as much as a thgufand pounds, a man would 
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would have the confcioufnefs that he fhould pafs the 
remainder of his life in fplendor, how long foever it 
might be.” 

As an inftance of extraordinary liberality of friend- 
fltip, he now told Sir Jolhua and Mr. B. that Dr. 
Brocklefby had, upon this occafion, offered him a 
hundred a year for his life. A grateful tear ftarted 
into his eye, as he fpoke this in a faltering tone. 

Johnfon wrote to Sir Jofhua Reynolds on July 6, as follows: “ i am going, 1 hope, in a few days, to 
try the air of Derbylhire, but hope to fee you before 
I go. Let me, however, mention to you what I 
have much at heart.—If the Chancellor (hould con- 
tinue his attention to Mr. Bofwell’s requeft, and 
confer with you on the means of relieving my lan- 
guid ftate, I am very defirous to avoid the appear- 
ance of alking money upon falfe pretences. I defire 
you to reprefent to his Lordlhip, what, as foon as it 
is fuggefted, he will perceive to be reafonable — 
That, if 1 grow much worfe, 1 fhall be afraid to 
leave my phyficians, to fuffer the in-onveniences of 
travel, and pine in the folitude of a foreign country— 
That, if I grow much better, of which indeed there 
is now little appearance, 1 {hall not wilh to leave my 
friends, and my domeftic comforts ; f.'r I do not tra- 
vel for pleafure orcuriofity; yet if I fhould recover, 

i curiofity would revive.—In my prefent ftate, I am 
defirous to make a ftruggle for a little longer life, 
and hope to obtain fome help from a fofter climate. 
Do for me what you can.” He wrote to Mr. B. 
July 26 : “ I wifh your affairs could have permitted a longer and continued exertion of your zeal and 
kindnefs. They that have your kindnefs, may want your ardor. In the mean time I am very feeble and 
very dejefted.” 

By a letter frona Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Mr. B. 
(now in Scotland) was informed, that the Lord 

Chancellor 
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Chancellor had called on him, and acquainted him 
that the application had not been (uccefsful; but that 
hisLordfhip, after fpeaking highly in praife .of John- 
fon, as a man who was an honour 10 his country, 
deftred Sir Jofbua to let him know, that on granting 
a mortgage of his penfion, he fhould draw on his 
Lordftnp to the amount of five or fix hundred 
pounds ; and that his Lordfhip explained the mean- 
ing of the mortgage to be, that he wifhed the bufi- 
nels to be conducted in fuch a manner, as that Dr. 
Johnfon fhouid appear to be under the leaft poflible 
obligation. Sir jofhua mentioned that he had by the 
fame poft communicated all this to Dr. Johnfon. 

How Johnfon was affetled upon the oceafion will 
appear from what he wrote to Sir Jofhua Reynolds: 

Afhbourne, Sept. 9. “ Many words i hope are 
not necefi'ary bet wen you and me, to convince you 
what gratitude is excited in my heart by the Chancel- 
lor’s liberality, and your kind ofEces. * * * * 

“ I have enclofed a letter to the Chancellor, which, 
when you have read it, you will be pleafed to feal 
with a head, or any other general feal, and convey it 
to him: had 1 fent it directly to him, I fliould have 
feemed to overlook the favour of your intervention.” 

To the Lord High Chancellor. 
“ My Lord, 

“ After a long and not inattentive obfervation of 
mankind, the generofity of your Lordfhip’s offer 
raifes in me not lefs wonder than gratitude. Bounty, 
fo liberally bellowed, I fhouid gladly receive, if my 
condition made it necelfary; for, to fuch a mind, 
who would not be proud to own his obligations? 
But it has pleafed God to reftore me to fo gieat a 
meafure of health, that if I fhouid now appropriate 
fo much of a fortune deftined to do good, I could 
not efcape from myfelf the charge of advancing a 

faJfo 
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falfc claim. My journey to the continent, though I 

• once thought it neceflary, was never much encou- 
raged by my phyficians ; and I was vei y defirous 

1 that your Lordlhip ft)ould be told of it by Sir Jofhua 
I Reynolds, as an event very uncertain; for if I grew 

much better, I fhould not be willing, if much worfe, 
not able, to migrate. Your Lordfhip was firft 
folicited without my knowledge; but when I was 
told, that you were pleafed to honour me with your 

lpatronage, I did not expe£t to hear of a refufal; yet, 
as I have had no long time to brood hope, and have 
not rioted in imaginary opulence, this cold reception 
has been fcarce a difappoimm nt; and, from your 
Lordlh p’s kindnefs, I have received a benefit, which 
only men like you are able to bellow. 1 fhall now 
live mi hi car i or, with a higher opinion of my own 
merit. I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moll obliged, L   r I . t n 1 , . ’ x uui Lvuiumip oDiigea, 
Moll grateful, and moll humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson. 1 Sept. 1784. 
Let us now contemplate Johnfon thirty years after 

t the death of his wife, {till retaining for her all the 
? tendernefs of affedlion. 

To the Reverend Air. Bagshaw, at Bromley. 
“ Sir, 

“ Perhaps you may remember, that in the year 
y753, you committed to the ground my dear wife, ’ I now entreat your permiflion to lay a (lone upon her ; 
;,an<i have lent the infcrjption, that, if you find it 

proper, you may fignify your allowance. 
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“ Mr. Ryland will wait on you for the infcription, 

and procure it to be engraved. You will eafily be- 
lieve that I fhrink from this mournful office. When 
it is done, if I have ftrength remaining, I will vifit 
Bromley once again, and pay you part of the refpeft 
to which you have a right from. Reverend Sir, Your moft humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 
uly 12, 1784. 

Next day he fet out on a jaunt to Staffordfhire and 
Derbyshire, flattering himfelf that he might be in 
fome degree relieved : and during his abfence from 
London he kept up a correfpondence with Several of 
hist friends. 

Auguft 14, he writes to Dr. Brocklefby, “ I have 
hitherto fent you only melancholy letters, you will 
be glad to hear fome better account. Yefterday the 
afthma remitted, perceptibly remitted, and I moved 
with more eafe than 1 have enjoyed for many weeks. 
May God continue his mercy.—This account I would not delay, becaufe I am not a lover of com- 
plaints, or complainers, and yet I have, Since we 
parted, uttered nothing till now but terror and Sor- 
row. Write to me, dear Sir.” 

Auguft 16. “ Better, I hope, and better. My 
refpiration gets more and more eafe and liberty. 1 
went to church yefterday, after a very liberal dinner, 
without any inconvenience; it is indeed no long 
walk, but 1 never walked it without difficulty, Since 
1 came, before. ****** the intention was 
only to overpower the Seeming vis inertia of the pec- 
toral and pulmonary mufcles.—I am favoured with a 
degree of eafe that very much delights me, and do not 
delpair of another race upon the ftairs of the Aca- 
demy.—If 1 were, however, of a humour to fee, or 
to fhow the ftate of my body, 0.1 the dark fide, I 
might fay, 

‘ ^id 
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* Quid te exempta juvat fpinis de pluribus una ?’ 
i The nights are ftill fleeplefs, and the water rifes, 
: though it does not rife very fall. Let us, however, 
; rqoice in all the good that we have. The remiffion 
: of one difeafe will enable nature to combat the reft.” 

O&ober 25. “ You write to me with a zeal I that animates, and atendernefs that melts me. I am 
] not afraid either of a journey to London, or a refi- 
dence in it. I came down with little fatigue, and 
am now not weaker. In the fmoky atmofphere I 

II was delivered from the dropfy, whLh I confider as 
3 the original and radical dileafe. The town is my 
^ element; there are my friends, there are my books, 
1 to which I have not yet bidden farewell, and there 
ii are my amufements. Sir Joftiua told me long ago, 
1 that my vocation was to public life, and I hope ftill 
t to keep my ftation, till God fhall bid me Go in 
ij peace.’' 

To Dr. Burney. Auguft 2. “ The weather, 
is you know, has not been balmy; I am now reduced 

to think, and am at laft content to talk of the wea- 
i ther. Pride muft have a fall.—! have loft dear Mr. 

. Allen*, and wherever 1 turn, the dead or the dyihu- 
j meet my notice, and force my attention upon mifery 
j and mortality. Mrs. Burney’s efcape from fo much 
j danger, and her eafe after fo much pain, throws, 
( however, fome radiance of hope upon the gloomy j profpetft. May her recovery be perfect, and her con- 
jji tinuance long. — 1 ftruggle hard for life. I take phy- 
j,)ftc, and trke air ; my friend’s chariot is always ready. 
' We have run this morning twenty-four miles, and 
> ! could run forty-eight more. But who can run the race 
1. with death ?” 

* A Printer who lived in Bolt-court. 
. ' 7* 



i68 DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

To the Right Honour able William Gerard Ha- milton. 
“ Dear Sir, 

“ Confidering what reafon you gave me in the 
fpring to conclude that you took part in whatever 
good or evil might befal me, I ought not to have 
omitted fo long the account which I am now about 
to give you.—My difeafes are an afthma and a drop- 
fy, and, what is lefs curable, feventy-five. Of the 
dropfy, in the beginning of the fummer, or in the 
fpring, I recovered to a degree which ftruck with wonder both me and my phyficians: the afthma now 
is likewife, for a time, very much relieved. I went 
to Oxford, where the afthma was very tyrannical, and the droply becan again to threaten me, but fea- 
fonable phyftc ftopped the inundation: 1 then re- 
turned to London, and in July took a refolution to 
viftt Staffordlhiie and Derbyftiire, where I am yet 
ftruggling with my difeafes. The dropfy made ano- 
ther attack, and was not ealily ejedted, but at laft 
gave way. The afthma fuddenly remitted in bed, 
on the 13th of Auguft, and though now very oppref- 
ftve, is, I think, itiil fomething gentler than it was 
before the remiflion. My limbs are miferably debi- litated, and my nights are fleeplefc and tedious.— 
When you read this, dear Sir, you are not forry that 
I wrote no fooner. 1 will not prolong my com- 
plaints. I hope ftill to fee you in a happier hour, to 
talk over what we have often talked, and perhaps to 
find new topics of merriment, or new incitements to 
curiofity. 1 am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson.” 

Litchfield, Oct, 20, 1784. 
As Johnfon had now very faint hopes of recovery, 

and as Mrs. Thrale was no longer devoted to him, 
it 
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it might have been fuppofed that he would have naturally chofen to remain in the comfortable 
houfe of his beloved wife’s daughter, and end 
his life where he began it, but there was in him 
an animated and lofty fpirit, and however com- 
plicated difeafes might deprefs ordinary mortals, 
all who faw him, beheld and acknowledged the 
inviftum animum Catonis. Such was his intellec- 
tual ardour even at this time, that he faid to one 
friend, “ Sir, I look upon every day to be loft in 
which I do not make a new acquaintance.” And to another, when talking of his illnefs, « I will be 
conquered; 1 will not capitulate.” And fuch was 
his love of London, fo high a relilh had he of its 
magnificent extent, and variety of intelle£lual en- 
tertainment, that he languifhed when abfent from 
it, his mind having become quite luxurious from 
the long habit of enjoying the metropolis; and 
therefore although at Litchfield, furrounded with 
friends, who loved and revered him, and for 
whom he had a very fincere affe&ion, he ftill 
found that fuch converfation as London affords, 
could be found no where elfe. Thefe feelings, 
joined probably to fome flattering hopes of aid, from 
the eminent phyficians and furgeons in London, 
who kindly and generoufly attended him without 
accepting of fees, made him refolve to return to the 
capital. 

He arrived in London on the 16th of November, 
and next day fent to Dr. Burney, the following 
note. 

“ Mr. Johnfon, who came home laft night, fends his refpe&s to dear Dr. Burney, and ail the dear Bur- 
neys, little and great.” 

I To 
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To Mr. Hector, in Birmingham. 
“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I did not reach Oxford until Friday morning, and 
then I fent Francis to fee the balloon fly, but could 
not go myfelf. 1 (laid at Oxford ’till Tuefday, and 
then came in the common vehicle eafily to London. 
1 am as I was, and having feen Dr. Brocklefby, am to ply the (quills; but whatever be their efficacy, this 
world muft foon pafs away Let us think ferioufly 
on our duty.—1 lend my kindeft refpedls to dearMrs. 
Carelefs; let me have the prayers of both. We 
have all lived long, and muit foon part. God have 
mercy on us for the fake of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Amen. I am, &c. Sam. Johnson.” 

London, Nov. 17, 1784. 
Soon after Johnfon’s return to the metropolis, 

both the afthma and dropfy became more violent and 
diftrefsful. He had for feme time kept a journal in 
Latin, of the fiate of his illnefs, and the remedies which he ufed, under the title of Jegri Ephenuris, 
which he began on the 6th of July, but continued 
it no longer than the 8th of November; finding 
probably, that it was a mournful and unavailing 
regifler. 

Johnfon’s afFedtion for his departed relations feem- 
ed to grow warmer as he approached nearer to the 
time when he might hope to fee them again. It pro- 
bably appeared to him that he fhould upbraid himfelf 
with unkind inattention, were he to leave the world, 
without having paid a tribute of refpedt to their 
memory. 

To 
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To Mr. Green, Apothecary^ at Litchfield. 
“ Dear Sir, 

“ I have enclofed the Epitaph for my Father, Mo- 
ther, and Brother, to be all engraved on the large 
fize, and laid in the middle aifle of St. Michael’s 
church, which I requeft the clergyman and church- 
wardens to permit. 

“ The firft care mufl: be to find the exaft place of 
interment, that the ftone may proteft the bodies. 
Then let the ftone be deep, malTy, and hard; and do 
not let the difference of ten pounds, or more, defeat 
our purpofe. 

“ I have cnclofed ten pounds, and Mrs. Porter 
will pay you ten more, which I gaveber for the fame 
purpofe. What more is wanted (hall be fent; and I 
beg that all pofiible hafte may be made, for I wifli to 
have it done while I am yet alive. Let me know, 
dear Sir, that you receive this. I am, Sir, your molt 
humble fervant, 

Sam. Johnson.” 
Dec. 2, 1784. 

To Mrs. Lucy Potter, in Litchfield. 
DEAR MADAM, 

“ I am very ill, and defire your prayers. I have 
fent Mr. Green the Epitaph, and a power to call on 
you for ten pounds. 

“ I laid this fummer a ftone over Tetty *, in the 
chapel of Bromley in Kent. The infcription is in 
Latin, of which this is the Englifh. [Here a tranf- 
lation. ] 

“ That this is done, I thought it fit that you ftould know. What care will be taken of us, who 
* His wife. 

1 2 can 
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can tell ? May God pardon and blefs us, for Jefus 
Chrift's fake. I am, &c. 

Sam. Johnson.” 
Dec. 2, 1784. 
Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brocklefby, Dr. Warren, and 

Dr. Butter, phyficians, generoufly attended him, 
without accepting of any fees, as did Mr. Cruik- 
fhank, furgeon ; and all that could be done from 
profeflional (kill and ability was tried, to prolong a 
life fo truly valuable. He himfelf, indeed, having 
on account of his very bad conftitution been perpe- 
tually applying himfelf to medical inquiries, united 
his own efforts with thofe of the gentlemen who 
attended him; and imagining that the dropfical 
colledtion of water u'hich oppreffed him, might be 
drawn off, by making incifions in his body, he, 
with his ufual refolute defiance of pain, cut deep, 
when he thought that his furgeon had done it too 
tenderly. 

About eight or ten days before his death, when 
Dr. Brocklefby paid him his morning vifit, he feemed 
very low and defponding, and faid, “ l have been as 
a dying man all night.” He then emphatically broke 
out, in the words of Shakfpeare, 

“ C-m'ft thou not minifter to a mind difeas’d ? “ Pluck from the memory a rooted furrow ? “ Raze out the written troubles of the brain ? “ And with feme fweet oblivious antidote, “ Cleanfe the full bofom of that perilous Huff, “ Which weighs upon the heart.” 
To which Dr. Brocklefby readily anfwered from the 
fame great poet; 

“   therein the patient “ Mull minifter unto himfeif.” 
Johnfnn 
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Johnfon exprefled himfelf much fatisfied with the 
application. 

On another day after this, when talking on the 
fubjed of prayer, Dr. Brocklefby repeated from 
Juvenal, 

“ Orandum eji ut fit mens fana in corpore fano” 
and fo on to the end of the tenth fatire ; but in run- 
ning it quickly over he happened in the line 
“ £>ui fpatium vita extremum inter munera pjnat." 

to pronounce fupremum for extremum-, at which John- 
fon’s critical ear inftantly took offence, and diftourf- 
ing vehemently on the unmetrical effect of fuch a 
l.<pfe, he fhewed hitnfelf as full as ever of the fpii it 
of the grammarian. Having no near relations, it had been for fame 
time Johnfon’s intention to make a liberal provi- 
fion for his faithful fervant, Mr. Francis Barber, 
whom he had ail along treated truly as an humble 
fiend. Having afked Dr. Brocklefby what would 
be a proper annuity to bequeath to a favourite fer- 
vant, and being anfwered that it muft depend on the circumftances of the matter; and that in the cafe of 
a nobleman fifty pounds a year was confidered as an 
adequate reward for many years faithful fervice. 
“ Then, (faid Johnfon) fhall I be nobilijfimus, fori 
mean to leave Frank feventy pounds a year, and I 
defire you to tell him fo.” It is ftrange, however, 
to think, that Johnfon was not free from that general 
weaknefs of being averfe to execute a will, fo that 
he delayed it from time to tirpe ; and had it not been 
for Sir John Hawkins’s repeatedly urging it, it is 
probable that his kind refolution would not have been 
fulfilled. 

Amid£ 
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Amiclft the melancholy clouds which hung over the 

dying Johnfon, his chara£teriftical manner fhewed 
itl'elf on different occafions. 

A man whom he had never feen before was em- ployed one night to fit up with' him. Being afked 
next morning how he liked his attendant, hisanfwer 
was, “ Not at all. Sir. The fellow’s an ideot ; he 
is as aukward as a turn-fpit when firft put into the 
wheel, and as fleepy as a dormoufe.” 

Mr. V/indham having placed a pillow conveni- 
ently to fupport him, he thanked him for his kind- 
ne's, and laid, “ That will do—all that a pillow can 
do.” A she opened a note which his fervant brought to 
him, he laid, “ An odd thought ftrikes me—We 
fhall receive no letters in the grave.” 

He requefled three things of Sir Jofhua Reynolds: 
—To forgive him thirty pounds * which he had 
borrowed of him—to read the bible—and never 
to ufe his pencil on a Sunday. Sir Jofhua readily 
acquiefced. 

Johnfon, with that native fortitude, which, amidft 
all his bodily diftrefs and mental fufferings, never 
forfook him, afked Dr. Brocklefby, as a man in 
whom he had confidence, to tell him plainly whe- 
ther he could recover. “ Give me (faid he) a di- 
redt anfwer.” The Dodtor having firft afked him 
if he could bear the whole truth, which way foever 
it might lead, and being anl'wered that he could, declared that in his opinion he could not recover 
without a miracle. “ Then (faid Johnfon) I will 
take no more phyfic, not even my opiates; for I 
have prayed that 1 may render up my foul to God 
unclouded.” In this refolution he perfevered, and 

* As the Doftor was by no means embarraffcd in his circum- ftances, this requeft appears ftrange. 
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at the fame time ufed only the weakeft kinds of 
fufienance. 

After being in much agitation, Johnfon became 
quite compofed, and continued fo till his death. 

Dr. Brocklefby, who wHl not be fufpe&ed of 
fanaticifm, obliged Mr. B. with the following ac- counts : 

“ For fome time before his death all his fears were calmed and abforbed by the prevalence of his faith, 
and his truft in the merits and propitiation of Jefus 
Chrift. 

“ He talked often to me about the neceffity of 
fai:h in the facrifce of Jefus, as neceffary beyond all good works whatever for the falvation of man- 
kind. 

“ He prefled me to (Judy Dr. Clarke, and to read his fermons. I afked him why he prefled Dr. Clarke, 
an Arian. “ Becaufe (faid he) he is fulled on the 
propitiatory facrifice.” 

Johnfon having thus in his mind the true Chriftian 
fcheme, at once rational and confolatory, unitin' 
juftice and mercy in the Divinity, with the improve- 
ment of human nature, while the Holy Sacrament 
was celebrating in his apartment, fervently uttered 
this prayer : 

“ Almighty and moll merciful Father, I am 
now, as to human eyes it feems, about to com- memorate, for the laft time, the death of thy Son 
Jefus Chrift, our Saviour and Redeemer. Grant, 
O Lord, that my whole hope and confidence may 
be in his merits, and thy mercy ; enforce and 
accept my imperfeft repentance; make this com- 
memoration available to the confirmation of my faith, the eftablifhment of my hope, and the en- 
largement of my charity; and make the death of thy Son Jefus Chrift effeclual to my redemp- 
tion. Have mercy upon me, and pardon the mul- 

titude 



BR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. J76 
titude of my offences. Blefs my friends; have 
mercy upon all men. Support me, by the Holy 
Spirit, in the days of wealcnefs, and at the hour 
of death ; and receive me, at my death, to ever- 
lafting happinefs, for the fake of Jefus Chrift. 
Amen.” 

“ The Doctor, from the time that he was cer- 
tain his death was near, appeared to be perfedlly 
refigned, Was feldom or never fretful or out of 
temper, and often faid to his faithful fervant, 
‘ Attend, Francis, to the falvation of your foul, 
which is the objeft of greateft importancehe 
alfo explained to him paffages in the fcripture, and 
feemed to have pleafure in talking upon religious 
fubje&s. 

“ On Monday the 13th of December, the day 
on which he died, a Mifs Morris, a daughter to a particular friend of his, called, and faid to Francis, 
that {he begged to be permitted to fee the Doftor, 
that (he might ea; nelUy requeft him to give her his 
b 1 elfing. Francis went into the room, followed by 
the voung lady, and delivered the meffage. The 
Dorfor turned htrttfelf in the bed, and faid, ‘ God 
blefs you, my dear !’ Thefe were the laft words he fpoke. ——His difficulty of breathing increafed till 
about feven o’clock in the evening, when Mr. Bar- 
ber and Mrs. Defmoulins, who were fitting in the 
room, obferving that the noife he made in breath- 
ing had ceafed, went to the bed, and found he was 
dead.” 

About two days after his death, the following 
very agreeable account was communicated to Mr. 
Malone, in a letter by the Honourable John 
Byng. 

“ Dear Sir, 
“ SINCF 1 faw you, I have had a long conver- fation 
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fation with Cawfton*, who fat up with Dr. John- 
fon from nine o’clock on Sunday evening till ten 
o’clock on Monday morning. And from what I can 
gather from him, it fhould feem, that Dr. Johnfon 
was perfe&ly compofed, fteady in hope, and refigned 
to death. At the interval of each hour, they aflifted 
him to fit up in his bed, and move his legs, which 
were in much pain; when he regularly addrefled 
himfelf to fervent prayer; and though fometimes his 
voice failed him, his fenfes never did during that 
time. The only fuftenance he received was cider 
and water. He faid his mind was prepared, and the 
time to his diflblution feemed long. At fix in the 
morning he inquired the hour, and on being inform- 
ed, faid that all went on regularly, and he felt he had 
but a few hours to live. 

“ At ten o’clock in the morning he parted from 
Cawfton, faying, You (hould not detain Mr. Wind- 
ham’s fervant 1 thank you ;—bear my remem- 
brance to your mafter. Cawfton fays, that no 
man could appear more colle£fed, more devout, or 
lefs terrified at the thoughts of the approaching 
minute. 

“ This account, which is fo much more agreeable 
than, and fomewhat different from yours, has given 
us the fatisfadlion of thinking that that great man 
died as he lived, full of refignation, ftrengthened in 
faith, and joyful in hope.” 

A few days before his death he had afked Sir 
John Hawkins, as one of his executors, where 
he fhould be buried ; and on being anfwered 
“ Doubtlefs in Weftminfter Abbey,” feemed to feel a fatisfaftion very natural to a poet, and in- 
deed very natural to every man of any imagination, 
who has no family fepulchre in which he can be 

* A fervant to the Right lion W. Windham. 
i 5 laid 
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laid with his fathers. Accordingly, upon Mon- 
day, December 20, his remains were depofited in 
that noble and renowned edifice; and over his 
grave was placed a large blue flag-ftone, with this 
infcription; 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL. D. 
Obiit xiii die Decembris, 

Anno Domini 
M. DCC. LXXXIY. 

Aitatis fine lxxv. 
His funeral was attended by a refpe£table number 

of his friends, particularly by many of the members 
of the Literary Club, who were then in town ; and 
was alfo honoured by the prefence of feveral of the Reverend Chapter of Weftminfter. His fchool-fel- 
Jow, Dr. Taylcr, performed the mournful office of 
reading the fervice. 

As Johnfon had abundant homage paid to him 
during his life, fo no writer in this nation ever 
had fuch an accumulation of literary honours, after 
his death. A fermon upon that event was preached 
in St. Mary’s church, Oxford, before the Univer- 
fity, by the Reverend Mr. Agutter, of Magdalen 
College. 

CHARACTER.—by Mr. Boswell. 
“ His figure was large and well formed, and his 

countenance of the caft of an ancient ftatue; yet 
his appearance was rendered ftrange and fomewhat uncouth, by convulfive cramps, by the fears of that 
dtftemper which it was once imagined the royal 
touch could cure, and by a flovenly mode of drefs. 
He had the ufe only of one eye; yet f° much 
does mind govern and even fupply the deficiency 
of organs, that his vifual perceptions, as far as 
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they extended, were uncommonly quick and ac- 
curate. ho morbid was his temperament, that he 
never knew the natural joy of a free and vigorous 
ufe of his limbs; when he walked, it was like the 
ftruggling gait of one in fetters ; when he rode, 
he had no command or dire&ion of his horfe, 
but was carried as if in a balloon. That with 
his conftitution and habits of life he fhould have 
lived feventy-five years, is a proof that an inherent 
vivida vis is a powerful prefervative of the human 
frame. 

“ He was prone to fuperftition, but not to credu- 
lity. Though his imagination might incline him to 
a belief of the marvellous and the myfterious, his 
vigorous reafon examined the evidence with jealou- 
fy. He was a fincere and zealous, chriftian, of high 
Church-of-England and monarchical principles, 
which he would not tamely fuffer to be queftioned ; 
and had perhaps, at an early period, narrowed his 
mind fomewhat too much, both as to religion and 
politics. His being imprefled with the danger of 
extreme latitude in either, though he was of a very 
independent fpirit, occafioned his appearing fome- 
what unfavourable to the prevalence of that noble freedom ^of fentiment which is the beft pofTeflion of 
man. Nor can it be denied, that he, had many pre- 
judices; which, however, frequently fuggefted ma- 
ny of his pointed fayings, that rather Anew a play- 
fulnefs of fancy, than any fettled malignity. He 
was fteady and inflexible in maintaining 'the obliga- 
tions of religion and morality, both from a regard 
for the order of fociety, and from a veneration for 
the great fource of all order; corredh, nay ftern in 
his tafte ; hard to pleafr, and cafily offended ; impe- 
tuous and initable in his temper, but of a moft hu- 
mane and benevolent heart, which {hewed itfelf not 
only in a moft liberal charity, as far as his chcun:- 

ftances 
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ftanccs would allow, but in many inftances of a&ive 
benevolence. 

“ He loved praife when it was brought to him ; but 
was too proud to feelc for it. He was fomewhat 
fufceptible of flattery. As he was general and un - 
confined in his ftudies, he cannot be confidered 
as mafter of ary one particular fcience; but he 
h?d accumulated a vaft and various colle&ion of 
learning and knowledge, which was fo arranged in 
his mind, as to be ever in readinefs to be brought 
forth. But his fuperiority over other learned men, 
confifted chiefly in what may be called the art of 
thinking, the art of ufing his mind ; a certain 
continual power of feizing the ufeful fubftance of 
alt th.it he knew, and exhibiting it in a clear and 
forcible manner; fo that knowledge which we of- 
ten fee to be no better than lumber in men of dull 
underftanding, was in him true, evident, and a&ual 
wifdom. 

“ His moral precepts are practical; for they are 
drawn from an intimate acquaintance with human 
nature. His mind was fo full of imagery, that 
he might have been perpetually a poet; yet it is 
remaikable, that however rich his profe is in that 
refpe£b, the poetical pieces which he wrote were 
in general not fo, but rather ftrong fentiment and 
acute obfervation, conveyed in good verfe, parti- 
cularly in heroic couplets. Though ufually grave 
and even aweful in his deportment, he ponefled 
uncommon and peculiar powers of wit and hu- 
mour : he frequently indulged himfelf in colloquial 
pleafantry; and the heartielb merriment was often 
enjoyed in his company ; with this great advan- 
tage, that as it was entirely free from any poi- 
(onous tin&ure of vice or impiety, it was falutary 
10 thofe who fhared in it. He had accuftomed 
himfelf to fuch accuracy in his common conver- fation, 



DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 181 
fation, that he at all times delivered himfelf with 
an elegant choice of exprefiion, and a flow deli- 
berate utterance. He united a moft logical head 
with a moft fertile imagination, which gave him 
an extraordinary advantage in arguing; for he 
could reafon clofe or wide, as he faw heft for the 
moment. Exulting in his intelle&ual ftrength and 
dexterity, he could, when he pleafed, be the great- 
eft fophift that ever contended in the lifts of de- 
clamation; and from a fpirit of contradiftion, and 
a delight in {hewing his powers, he would often 
maintain the wrong fide with equal warmth and in- 
genuity: fo that, when there was an audience, his 
real opinions could feldom be gathered from his talk; 
though when he was in company with a Angle friend, 
he would difeirfs a fubjedl with genuine fairnefs. 
But he was too confcientious to make error perma- 
nent and pernicious, by deliberately writing it; and 
in all his numerous works he earneftly inculcated 
what appeared to him to be the truth. His piety 
was conftant, and was the ruling principle of all his 
conduft.” 

Inanfwer to fome infinuations of Sir John Haw- 
kins, that the mind of Johnfon was opprefled with a 
fenfe of guilt, Mr. Bofwell is candid enough to own, 
“ That his condudf after he came to London, and 
had aflbeiated with Savage and others, was not fo 
ftrittly virtuous, in one refpe<5t, as when he was a younger man. It was well known, that his amo- 
rous inclinations were uncommonly ftrong and im- 
petuous. He owned to many of his friends, that 
he ufed to take women of the town to taverns and 
hear them relate their hiftory. In ftiort, it muft 
not be concealed, that like many other good and 
pious men,, amongft whom we may place the apoftle 
Paul, upon his own authority, Johnfon was not free 
from propenfities which were ever * warring againft 
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the law of his mind,’—and that in his combats with 
them, he was fometimes, though rarely, overcome.” 

SUBSTANCE OF THE ROUND ROBIN, 
PRESENTED TO DR. JOHNSON. 

We the circumfcribers, having read with great plea- 
fure, an intended epitaph for the Monument of 
Dr. Goldfmith, which confidered abftra&edly ap- 
pears to be, for elegant compofition and mafterly 
ftile, in every refpecl worthy of the pen of its 
learned author, are yet of opinion, that the Cha- 
racter of the Deceafed, as a Writer, particularly 
as a Poet, is perhaps, not delineated with all the 
exaCtnefs which Dr. Johnfon is capable of giving 
it. We therefore, with deference to. his fuperior judgment, humbly requeft that he would at leaft 
take the trouble of revifing it, and of making 
fuch additions and alterations as he fhall think 
proper, upon a further perufal: But if we might 
venture to exprefs our wifhes, they would lead us 
to requeft, that he would write the Epitaph in 
Engliib, rather than in Latin : as we think that 
the memory of fo eminent an English vvfiter ought 
to be perpetuated in the language, to which his 
works are likely to be fo lading an ornament, which 
we alfo know to have been the opinion of the late 
Do&or himfeif. 

Tnos. Franklin. 
Ant. Chinnier. 
G. Colman. Wm. Vackell. 
J. Reynolds. 
W. Forbes. 

T. Barnard. 
R. B. Sheridan. 
P. Metcalf. 
E. Gibbon. 
Jos. Warton. 
Edm. Burke. 
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We cannot take leave of thefe interefting Memoirs, 

without faying that we conceive the very ingenious, 
accurate, minute, and learned Biographer, to be ftrongly entitled to public admiration. He has de- 
tailed the moft trifling circumftances in which Dr. 
Johnfon was concerned, in fo happy a manner, that 
we are as eager to purfue the paffing page as if wad- 
ing in the hiftory of the moft important events. He 
does not hide the defers of his formidable friend, but 
gives them in fo true^ colour, that, when they occur, 
it feems as if nature, and not the man, had erred. 
He refcues his memory, in a complete and fatisfac- 
tory manner, from the ill-natured and ignorant at- 
tacks of former Biographers and Anecdote mongers, 
who fometimes miftook the Doctor’s meaning, and 
who, at others, knowingly and even cruelly pervert- 
ed it. 

On the whole, we have nothing to regret, but that 
the preceding Abridgment gives too faint an idea of 
the aftoniftiing merit of the original. 
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JOHN ELWES, ESQ^ 

MeGGOTwzs the family name of Mr. Elwes: and 
his name being John, the conjun&ion of Jack Meg- 
got, induced ftrangers to imagine fometimes that his friends were addfeffing him by an afiumed appellation. 
The father of Mr. Elwes was an eminent brewer ’, 
and his dwellingrhoufe and offices were fituated in Southwark’; which borough was formel^ reprefented 
in parliament by his grandfather, Sir George Meg- 
got. During his life, he purchafed the eftate now 
in the pofleffion of the family of the Calverts, at Marcham, in Berlcfhire. The father died while the 
late Mr. Elwes was four years old ; fo that little of 
the fingular charafter of Mr. Elwes is to be attributed 
to him; but from the mother it may be traced with 
cafe—{he was left nearly one hundred thoufand pounds 
by her hufband—and yet flarvedberjtlf to death! The only children from the above marriage, were 
Mr. Elwes, and a daughter who married the father 
of the late Colonel Timms—and from thence came 
the intail of feme part of the prefent eftate. 

Mr. Elwes, at an early period of life, was fent to Weftminfter School, where he remained ten or twelve 
years. He certainly, during that time, had not mif- 
applied his talents—for he was a good clajjical fcholar 
to the laft—and it is a circumftance very remarkable, 
yet well authenticated, that he never read afterwards. Never, 
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Never, at any period of his future life, was he feen 'j ' 
with a book ; nor has he, in all his different houfes, j 
left behind him two pounds worth of literary furniture. 
His knowledge in accounts was little—and in fome i;1 

meafure may account for his total ignorance as to his 
own concerns. 

The contemporaries of Mr. Elwes, at Weftmin- 
fler, were Mr. Worfley, late Matter of the Board 
of Works, and the prefent Lord Mansfield ; who, at j 
that time, borrowed all that El wes would lend. I t: 
His Lordfhip, however, has fince changed his difpo- , 
fition. 

Mr. Elwes from Wettmintter School removed to 
Geneva, where he fhortly after entered upon pur- 
fuits more congenial to his temper than ftudy. The | 
riding-majler of the academy had then three of the ] beft horfemen in Europe ; Mr. Worfley, Mr. Elvves, | 
and Sir Sydney Meadows. Elwes, of the.three, was 
accounted the moft defperate : the young horfes were j 
put into his hands always ; and he was, in fadt, the J 
rough-rider to the other two. He was introduced, during this period, to Voltaire, | 
whom, in point of appearance, he fomewhat refem- ,| 
bled : but though he has often mentioned circum- | 
ftance, neiiher the genius^ the fortune, nor the cha- 
racter of Voltaire, ever feemed to ftrike him as wor- J 
thy of envy. 

Returning to England, after an abfence of two or 1 
three years, he was to be introduced to his uncle, the j 
late Sir Harvey Elwes, who was then living at Stoke, J 
in Suffolk, the moft perfect picture of human penury 1 
perhaps that ever exitted. In him, the attempts of 1 
faving money were fo extraordinary, that Mr. Elwes i 
never yw/fe reached them, even at the moft covetous \ 
period of his life. 

To this Sir Harvey Elwes he was to be the heir, 
and of courfe it was policy to pleafe him. On this account 
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account it was neceflary, even in old Mr. Elwes, to 
mafquerade a little; and as he was at that time in the 
world, and its affaifs, he drefted like other people. 
This would not have done for Sir Harvey. The ne- 
phew, therefore, ufed to flop at a little inn at Chelms- 
ford, and begin to drefs in character—a pair of fmall 
iron buckles, worfted ftockings darned, a worn-out 
old coat, and a tattered waiftcoat, were put on ; and 
forwards he rode to vifit his uncle ; who ufed to con- 
template him with a kind of miferable fatisfa£lion, 
and feemed pleafed to find his heir bidding fair to 
rival him in the unaccountable purfuit of avarice. 
There would they {\\.—faving fouls !—with a fngle 
Hick upon the fire, and with one glafs of wine, oc- 
cafionally, betwixt them, inveighing againft the ex- 
travagance of the times ; and when evening fhut in, 
they would immediately retire to reft—as “going to 
led faved candle- lightd’ 

The nephew, however, had then, what indeed he 
never loft—a very extraordinary appetite—and this 
would have Ween an unpardonable offence in the eye 
of the uncle; Mr. Elwes was therefore obliged to 
partake of a dinner, firft, with fome country neigh- 
bour, and then return to his uncle with a little dimi- 
nutive appetite, that quite engaged the heart of the 
old gentleman. 

A partridge., a fmall pudding, and one potatoe, did 
the whole bufinels! and the fire was even fuffered to 
die away while Sir Harvey was at dinner, as eating 
was a fufficient exeicife. 

Sir Harvey, in truth, was a moft fingular charader —and the way in which he lived was no lefs fo. His 
feclufion from the world nearly reached that of an 
hermit: and, extreme avarice excepted, a more 
blamelefs life was never led by mortal. 

SKETCH 
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SKETCH OF SIR HARVEY ELWES. 
SIR Harvey Elwes fucceeded to Sir Jervaise, 

a very worthy gentleman, that had involved, as far 
as they would go, all the eftates he received and left 
behind him. Sir Harvey, on his death, found him- 
felf poflefled nominally of fame thoufands a year, but 
really with an income of one hundred pounds per an- 
num. On his arrival at Stoke, the family feat, he 
faid, K that never would he leave it till he had en- 
tirely cleared the paternal eftate this he not only 
accomplilhed ; but, befides, lived to realize above 
One hundred tboufand pounds. 

In his youth he had been given over for a con- 
fumption, fo he had no conflitution and no pafHons. 
He was timid, fhy, and diffident in the extreme : of !i 
a thin, fpare habit of body, and without a friend 
upon earth. The hoarding up, and the counting his money, formed his greateft joy. Next to that was ! 
—partridge-fctting: at which he was fo great an adept, I 
and game was then fo plentiful—that he has been 
known to take five hundred brace of birds in one fea- 
fon. But he lived upon partridges—he and his whole ' 
little houjhold—confining of one man and two maids. j 
What they could not eat he turned loofe again, as he 
never gave away any thing to his neighbours. 

Sir Harvey and his man never miffed a day, during 
the partridge feafon, if the weather was tolerable— ] 
and his breed of do-s being remarkably good, he fel- | 
dom failed taking great quantities of game. 

At all times, he wore a black velvet cap much 
over his face—worn-out full dreffed fuit of clothes, 1 
and an old great coat, with worfted ftockings drawn 
up over his knees. He rode a thin thorough-bred 
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if a guft of wind would have blown them away to- 
gether. 

When the weather was not fine enough to tempt 
him abroad, he would walk backwards and forwards 
in his old hall, to fave the expence of fire. If a 
farmer in his neighbourhood came in on bufinefs, he 
would ftrike a light in a tinder-box that he kept by 
him, and putting onefingleJiick upon the grate, would 
not add another till the firft was nearly confumed. Having little connection with London, he gene- 
rally had three or four thoufand pounds at a time in 
his houfe. A fet of fellows. Who were afterwards 
known by the appellation of the Thack/iead Gang— 
and who were afterwards all hung—formed a plan 
to rob him. They were totally unfufpeCted at that 
time, each having fome apparent occupation during 
the day, and went out only at night, upon very good intelligence. 

It was Sir Harvey’s cuftom to retire to his bed- 
chamber at eight o’clock, where, after taking a bafon 
of water-gruel, by the light of a fmall fire he went 
to bed—to fave the unnecefi'ary extravagance of a 
candle. 'Yhz gan?, who perfe&ly knew the hour when his 
fervant went to the liable, leaving their horfes in a 
fmall grove on the Efl'ex fide of toe river, walked 
acrofs, and hid themfelves in the church porch, till 
they faw the man come up to his horfes; when they immediately fell upon him; and, after fome little 
ftruggle, bound and gagged him; ran up towards 
the houfe; tied the two maids together; and, going 
up to Sir tiarvey, prefented their pillols, and llernly demanded his money. 

Never did Sir Harvey behave fo well as in this 
tranfacfion. When the villains afked for his money, 
he would give them no anfwer t il they had allured 
him that his fervant, who was a gteat favourite, was fafe: 
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fafe:—he.then delivered them a key of a drawer in 
which was fifty guineas. But they well knew he 
had much more in the houfe, and again threatened 
his life, without he difcovered where it was depo- 
iited. .At length he reluctantly fhewed them the 
place, and they turned out a large drawer, which 
contained feven and twenty hundred guineas. This 
they packed up in two large bafkets and aCtually 
carried off. A robbery which, for quantity of 
specie, was perhaps never equalled. They told him 
before they went off, that they fhould leave a man 
behind, who would murder him if he even furred 
for affidance. On which he very coolly, and indeed 
with feme fimplicity, took out his watch, which they 
had not < fked for, and (aid, “ Gentlemen, I do not 
want to take any advantage of you ; therefore, upon 
my honour, 1 will give you twenty minutes for your 
efcape: after that time, nothing fhall prevent me 
from feeing my fervant.” Be was ItriCtly as good 
as his word : when the time expired, he went and 
un ied the man. Though fearch was made by the 
juftice of the village, the robbers were not difcover- 
ed : and when they were apprehended forne years* 
afterwards for other offences, and were known to be 
the men who had robbed Sir Harvey, he would not appear againft thf,m. “No, no,” faid he; “ 1 have 
lojl my money ; / will not lofe my TIM E alfo.” So that, 
however culpable he may be confidered on the fcore 
of penury, he muft certainly be acquitted of the paf- 
fion of revenge. 

Of what temperance can effeCt, Sir Harvey was 
an inftance. rtr an early period of life he was given 
over for a Confumption, and he lived till betwixt 
eighty and ninety years of age. 

Amongft the few acquaintances he had—and they 
were few indeed —was an occafional club held at his 
own village of Stoke—and there were members of 

it* 



7 JOHN' ELWES, ESq. 
I it, two baronets befiiTes hitnfelf. Sir Cordwdl Fire- 
, bras, and Sir John Barnardifton, The reckoning, 

to thefe congenial fouls, was always an object of 
inveftigation. As they were one day fettling this 
difficult point, an old fellow, who was a member, 
called out to a friend who was paffing—“ For hea- 
ven’s fake, ftep up flairs, and affift the poor! Here 
are three baronets, worth a million of money, quarrel- 

* ing about a farthing /” 
After Sir Harvey’s death, the only tear dropped 

upon his grave, fell from the eye of his fervant, who 
had long and faithfully attended him. To'tilat fer- 
vant he bequeathed a farm of 50I. per annum, “ to 
him and to his heirs.” 

In the chaftity and abftinence of his life, Sir 
Harvey Elwes was a rival to Sir Ifaac Newton —for 
he would have held it unpardonable to have given— 
even his affections : and, as he faw no hdy whatever, 
he had but little chance of bartering them matrimo- 
nially for money. 

When he died, he lay in fate, fuch as it was, at 
his feat at Stoke. Some of the tenants obferved, 
with more humour than decency, “that it was well 

[ Sir Harvey could not fee it.” 
His fortune, which had now become immenfe, fell 

I to his nephew, Mr. Meggot; who, by will, was or- 
dered to affume the name and arms of hlwes. 

Thus lived, and thus died, the uncle to old Mr. 
Elwes, whofe poffeffions, at the time of his death, were fuppofed to be, at ieaft, two hundred and fifty 

, thoufand pounds, and whofe annual expenditure was 
U about one hundred and ten pounds! Though the rob- 
" bery before mentioned probably did not accelerate his ! death, it yet lay heavy on his fpims ; but mofl par- 

ticularly when employed in the delightful talk of 
counting his gold, 

| 3 However 
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However incredible this may appear, it is yet 

ftri&ly true; that his clothes coft him nothing, for 
he took them out of an old cheft, where they had lain 
fince the gay days of Sir Jervaife. 

He kept his houfehold chiefly upon game, and fifh 
from his own pond ; the cows which grazed before 
his own door, furnilhed milk, cheefe, and butter, 
for the little ceconomical houfehold; and what fuel he 
did burn, his woods fupplied. 

To thofe who cannot exift out of the buftle of 
fociety, and the fever of public fcenes, it may be 
curious to know, that here was a man, who had the 
courage to live, as it were, nearly seventy years 
alone! 

To the whole of his unde’s property, Mr. Elwes 
fucceed.d ; and it was imagined, that of his own, 
was not at that time very inferior. He got too an 
additional feat—but he got it, as it had been moft 
religioufly delivered down for ages part: the furniture 
was moft facredly antique ; not a room was painted, 
nor a window repaired : the beds above ftairs were 
all in canopy and ftate, where the worms and moths held undifturind pofiefficn; and the roof of the houfe 
was inimitable ior the climate of Italy. 

Mr. Elwes had now advanced beyond the fortieth 
year of his age ; and for fifteen years previous to this 
period it was, that he was known in the fafhionable 
circles of London. He had always a turn for play, 
and it was only late in life, and from paying always, 
and not always being paid, that he conceived difguft 
at the inclination. The acquaintance1; which he had formed at Weft- 
minfter Scnool, and at Geneva, together with his 
own large fortune, all confpir'ed to ititroduce him 
into whatever fociety he liked beft. He was admit- 

ted 
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teJ a member of the club at Arthur’s, and various 
other clubs of that period. And, as 1'ome proof of 
his notoriety at’ that time, as a man of deep play, 
Mr. Elwes, the late Lord Robert Bertie, and ibrne 
others, are noticed in a feene in the Adventures of a 
Guinea, for the frequency of their midnight orgies. 
Few men, even from his own acknowledgment, had 

( played deeper than himfelf; and with fuccefs more ! various. He once played two days and a night 
, without intermilfion : and the room being a fmall 

one, the party w^ere nearly up to the knees in cards. 
He loft Tome thoufands at that fitting. The late 
Duke of Northumberland, who never would quit a 
table where any hope ot winning remained—was of 
the party 

Had Mr. Elwes received all he won, he would 
have been the richer by fome thoufands, for the 
mode in which he pafled this part of his life; but 
the vowels of I. O. U. were then in ufe, and the 
fums th jt were owed him, even by very noble names, 
were not liquidated. The theory which he pro- 
fefled, “ that it was impojfible to afk a gentleman for 
money,” he perfectly confirmed by the pradtice; and 
he never violated this peculiar feeling to the laft 
hour. 

His manners were fo gentle, fo attentive, fo gen- 
tlemanly, and fo engaging, that rudenefs could not 
ruffle them, nor ftrong ingratitude break their ob- 
fervance. He had the moft gallant difregard of his 
own perfon, and all care about himfelf. 

When feventy-three, be waliced out a (hooting with 
his friends, to fee whether a pointer, one of them at 
that time valued much, was as good a dog as fome he 
had had in the time of Sir Harvey. Alter walking 
for fome hours, much unfatigued, he determined 
againft the dog, but with all due ceremony. One 
of the gentlemen who was a very indifferent (hot, 

K by 
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by firing at random, lodged two pellets in the cheefc 
of Mr. Elwes ; the blood appeared, and the {hot 
certainly gave him pain; but when the gentleman) 
came to make his apology and profefs his forrow—I 
“ My dear Sir-,” faid the old man, “ /give you joy ow 
your improvement—/ knew you would hit fomething by 
and hy.” 

After fitting up a whole night at play for thoufands, 
with the moft fafhionable and profligate men of the 
time, amidft fplendid rooms, gilt fophas, wax lights, 
and waiters attendant on his call, he would walk out 
about four in the morning, not towards home, but 
into Smithfield ! to meet his own cattle, which were 
coming to market from Thaydon Ball, a farm of 
his in Eflex. There would this fame mar,, forgetful 
of the fcenes he had juft left, ftand in the cold or 
rain, bartering with a carcais butcher for aJhilling f 
Sometimes when the cattle did not arrive at the hour 
he expected, he would walk on in the mire to meet 
them; and, more than once, has gone on foot the; 
whole way to his farm without flopping, which was 
feventeen miles from London, after fitting up the j 
whole night. 

Bad every man been of the mind of Mr. Elwes, I 
the race of innkeepers muft have periihed, and poJl~ , 
chaijes have been returned back to thole who made 
them; for it was the bufinefs of his life to avoid 
both. Be always travelled on horfeback. ' To fee : 
him fetting out on a journey, was a matter truly 1 
curious; his firft care was to put two or three eggs, 1 
boiled hard, into his great coat pocket, or anyfcraj s i 
of bread which he found—baggage he never took— ! 

then, mounting one of his hunters, his next atten- j 
tion was to get out of London, into that road where ■ 
turnpikes weie the fewefl. Then, flopping under 
any hedge where grafs prd'ented irlelf tor his horfe, 
and a little water for hunfelf, he wouid fit down and Rtreial 
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rcfrefh himfelf and bis horfe together—here prefent- 
ing anew fpecies of bramin, worth five hundred thou- 

'fund pounds. 
The chief refidence of Mr. Elwes, at this period 

of his life, was in Berkfhire, at his own feat at 
Marcham. Here it was he had two fons born, who 
now inherit the greateft part of his property, by a 

, wHl made about the year 1785. He failed not, how- 
ever, at this tirtie, to pay very frequent vifits to Sir 
Harvey, his ancle, and ufed to attend him in his 
daily amufement of partridge fetting. Mr. Elwes 
was then fuppofed to have fome of the beft fetting 
dogs in the kingdom—their breed and colour were 
peculiar—they were of a Hack ian^ and more rfifem- 
bled a hound than a fetter. 

Mr. Elwes, on the death of his uncle, came to 
refide at Stoke, in Suffolk. Bad as was the man- 
fion-houfe he found here, he left one ftill worfe be- 
hind him at Marcham, of which the late Colonel 
Timms, his nephew, ufed to mention the following 
proof. A few days after he went thither, a great 

; quantity of rain fell in the night—he had not been 
long in bed before he felt himfeli wet through; and 
putting his hand out of the clothes, found the rain 
was dropping through the ceiling upon the bed : he 

i got up and moved the bed ; but Ee had not lain long 
before he found that the fame inconvenience conti- 

I nued. He got op again, and again the rain came 
down. At length, after pufhmg the bed quite round 

| the room, he retired into a corner where the ceiling 
[} was better fecured* and the;e he Ikpt till morning. 

When he met his uncle at break fa ft, he told him 
what had happened—“ Ave ! aye!” fair] the old man 
lenouily, “ 1 don't mind tf myfelf; but to tbtfe who 
that's a nice corner in the rain !" Mr. Elwes on coming into Suffolk, firft began to j keep fox*hound's j aiid his liable of hunters, at that 

IC 2 time, 
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tims, was faiJ to be the beft in the kingdom. Oft 
the breed of his horfes he was certain, becaufe he^ 
bred them himfelf; and they were not broke in till: j 
they were (ix years old. 

The keeping of fox-hounds was the only inftance, 
in the whole life of Mr. Elwes, of his ever facrific- ing money to pleafure. But even here everything:, 
was done in the moft frugal manner. His huntfman 
had, by no means, an idle life of it. This famous 
lacquey might have fixed an epoch in the hijlory of 
fervants\ for, in a morning, getting up at four 
o’clock, he milked the cows—he then prepared 
breakfaft for his mailer, or any friends he might have 
with him: then, flipping on a green coat, he hurri- 
ed into the liable, faddled the horfes, got the hounds 
out of the kennel, and away they went into the field. 
After the fatigues of hunting, he refrefhed himfelf by 
rubbing down two or three horfes asquitjj^ly as pof- 
fible; then running into the houfe to lay the cloth, 
and wait at dinner; then hurrying again into the 
{table to feed the horfes—diverlified with an interlude 
of the cows again to milk, the dogs to feed, and 
tight hunters to litter down for the night. What 
may appear extraordinary, the man lived for fome 1 

years, though bis mailer ufed oftun to call him, “ an 
idle dog !” and fay, <l the rafcal wanted to be. paid for 
doing nothing /” 

Mr. Elwes, it has been already remarked, was one 
of the beft gentlemen riders in the kingdom. Sir | 
Sydney Meadows, who is the law upon this i'ubjedf, j 
always allowed it. His knowledge in horfes was in 
noway inferior; and, therefore, while he rode be- 
fore the whole country of Suffolk, the horfes he rode 
were the admiration of every body. As no bad 
proof of this, he had offered him for one of his hun- 
ters the fum of three hundred guineas, and for ano- 
ther two hundred and fifty ; a fum in thole days almoft incredible^ ■ 
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iner dible, when a very'good horfe in ght be bought 
for fifteen pounds. 

As foon as his horfes were perfectly dry after hunt- 
ling, if the weather was clear, he always turned them 
out for two or three hours, let the cold be ever fo 
rntenfe. Thus they walked off the ftiffnefs occafi- 
«ned by fatigue, and pfeferved their feet—and to thi; 
he attributed their being able to Carry him when one 

|©f them was twenty~two years old. 
An inn upon the road, and an- apothecary’s bill, 

were equal obiedts of averfion to Mr. Klwes. The 
words “give,” and “pay” were not found in' hi? 
vocabulary j and therefore, when he once received a 
very dangerous kick, from one of hi* hori .sv who fell 
in going over a leap, nothing could perfuade him to 
have any afliftance. He rode the chace ti.rough, 
with his leg cut to the bbne ; and it was only fome 
cays afterwards, when it was feared an amputation 
would be neceffaiy, that he con fen ted to go up to 
London, and, diftnal day ! part with fome money for 
advice. 

The whole fosc-htmting eflablittl'mcnt of Mr. El- 
wt s, huntfm .tv, d'^gs, and horfis, did not coft him 
three hundred pounds a year ! in .he fuir.mer, they 
always paired their lives with the different 'tenants, 
where they had. 11 mo;e meat and lefs work;” and 
were collected together a few days before the feafoiv 
began. 

While he kept bounds, and which confumed a 
period of nearly fourteen years, Mr. Elwes aim oft 
totally refided at Stoke, near Suffolk. He fometimes 

3 made excurfions to Newmarket—but never engaged 
on the-turf. A icipdnefs, however, which he peri 
formed there, (bould not pals into oblivion. 

Lord Abingdon, who was (lightly known to Mr. 
Elwes in Berkfhire, had maHe ’a match for {’even 
thoufand pounds, which, it w; ? foppoLd, he would 

■ be 
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be obliged to forfeit, from an inability to produce 
the fum, though the odds were greatly in his favour* 
Unafked, unfolicited, Mr. Elwes made him an offer 
of the money, which he accepted, and. won his en- 
gagement. 

On the day when this match was to be run, a 
clergyman had agreed to accompany Mr. Elwes to 
fee the fate of it. They were to go, as was his cuf- 
tom, on horfeback, and were to fet out at feven in 
the morning. Imagining they were to breakfaft at 
Newmarket, the gentleman, took no refrefhment, 
and away they went. They reached Newmarket 
about eleven ; and Mr. Elwes began to bufy himfelf* 
in inquiries and converfation, till twelve, when the 
match was decided in favour of Lord Abingdon, 
He then thought: tbev fhould move off to the town, 
to tfske fome breakfait : but old Eiwes ftill continued riding about, till three; and then four arrived* At: 
which time the gentleman grew fo impatient, that he 
mentioned fortiething of the keen air of Newmarket 
Heathy and the comforts of a good dinner—“ Very 
truef fard old hlwes, “ very, true—fo here, do as / ^—effering him at the fame time, from his great- 
coat pocket, a piece of %x\ old crujhedpancake, which, he.faid, he had brought from his houfe at Marcham, 
two months, before—but “ that it was as good as 
new,” 

The fequel of the ftory was, that they did not reach home till'nine in the evening, when the gen- 
tleman was fo tired, that he gave up all refrefhment 
but reft ! and old Mr. Elvves, having hazarded'yh/f/z thoufandpounds, in the morning, went happily to bed 
vyith the reflediion—he had laved three Jhillings ! 

He had brought with him his two fons out of 
Berkftnre; and certainly, if he liked anything, it 
was thefe boys. But no money would he lavilh on 
their education ; for he declaied, that “putting things into 
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into people’s head', was the fure way to take money 
out of their pockets.” 

From this mean, and almoft ludicrous defire of 
Javing, no circumftance of tendernefs or affediion— 
no fentiment of forrow or compaffion—could turn ? him aftde. The more diminutive the oojedt feemed, 

* hi§ attention grew the greater j and it appeared as if 
[ Providence had formed him in a mould that was mi- 
raculous, purpofely to exemplify that trite faying—> 

’Penny wife, and pound foolifh.” 
Mr. Elwes was certainly not troubled with too 

much natural affection. One day he had put his 
efdeft boy upon a ladder,, to get fome grapes for. the 
table, when, by the ladder flipping, he fell down, 
and hurt his fide againft the end of it. The boy had 
the precaution to go up to the village to the bather, 
and get blooded: on his return, he was aiked where 
he had been, and what was the matter with his arm ? 
He told his father that he had got bled—“ Bled! 
bled!” faid tha old gentleman; u but'what did you 
give?”—tc Aibilling,” anfwered the boy.—“ Pfha!” 
returned the father, you are a blockhead! never part 
with your blood!" 

From the parfimonious manner in which Mr. 
Elwes now Jived—for he was faff following the foot- 
fteps of Sir Harvey—and from the two large fortunes 
of which he was in pofieflion—riches rolled in upon 
him like a torrent.—but as he knew almoft nothing 
of accounts, and never reduced his affairs to writing 
—he was obliged, in. the difpofal of his money, to 
truft much to memory—to the fuggeftions of other 
people ftill more : hence every perfon who had zwant 
or a fekeme, with an apparent high intereft—adven- 
turer or honeft it fignified. not—all was prey to him ; 
and he fwam about like the enormous pike, which, 
ever voracious and unfatisfied, catches at every thing, 
till it isitfelf caught!—Hence aie to be reckoned, 
i vifions 
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vifions of diftant property in America; phantoms of annuities on lives thr.t could never pay ; and bureaus 
filled with bonds of promiftng peers and members, 
long difmembcred of all property. Mr. Elwcs loft j 
in this manner full o?2e hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds ! 

But what was got from him, was only obtained 
from his want of knowledge—by knowledge that 
was fuperior; and knaves and {harpers might have i 
lived upon him, while poverty and honefty would 
have ftarved. 

Not to the offers of high interejl alone, were his I 
ears open: the making him trifling prefents, or do- 
ing bufinefs for him without reward, wrre little fnug 
allurements, which, in the hands of the needy, al- 
ways drew him on to a loan of money. A fmall 
wine merchant who had thefe views—begged his ac- 
ceptance of fome very fine tvine, and in a fhort time 
obtained the loan of feveral hundred pounds. Old 
Elwes ufed, ever after, to (ay, “ It was, indeed, very 
fine wine, for it cojl him twenty pounds a bottle /” Thus was there a reflux oi fume of that wealth, 
which he was gradually denying himfelf every com- 
fort to amafs. For in the penary of Mr. Flwes, 
there was fomething that feemed Lke a judgment 
from heaven. All earthly comforts he voluntarily j 
denied himfelf: he would walk home in the rain, in 
London, fooner than pay a (hilling for a coach : he 1 

would fit in wet clothes fooner than have a fire to dry 
them : he would eat his provifions in the laft ftage of putrefa&ion, fooner than have a frefh joint from the 
butcher’s: and he wore a wig for above a fortnight, 
which he picked up out of a rut in a lane. This j 
was the laft extremity of laudable ceconomy ; for, 
to all appearance, it was the caft-off wig of fome 
beggar !—The day in which he firft appeared in this 
ornament, exceeded all the power of farce; for he had 
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bad torn a brown coat, which he generally wore, 
and had therefore been obliged to have recourfe to 
the old cheil: of Sir Jervaife, from whence he had 
fele&ed a full drelfed green velvet coat, with flafh 
fleeves: and there he fat at dinner in bopts, the 
aforefaid green velvet, his own white hair appearing 
round his" face, and this black ftray wig at the top 
of all. 

When this inordinate paflion for faving did not 
interfere, there are, upon record, fome kind offices,: 
and very aiiive fervice, umiertaken by Mr. EUyes. 
He would go. far and long to lerve thofe who applied^ 
to him : and give —however Arrange the word from 
h‘m—give himfelf greaMrouble to be of life. Thefe in fiances are gratifying to feledf—it is plucking the 
fweet briar and the rofe from tire weeds that over- 
fpread the garden. 

When Mr. Elwes was-at M.itr-ham, two very an- 
cient maiden ladies, in his neighbourhood, hid, for fome neglect, incurred the difpleafure of the fpiri- 
tual court, and were threatened with immediate “ e.v- 
communication!”—The whole import of the word ^ 
they did not perfe£fly underjland, but they ha/1 head'd 
fomeihing about {landing in a church, and a pe- 
nance; and their ideas immediately ran upon n white 
Jheet. They concluded, if they once got, into that, 
it was all over with them ; and as the excommunica- 
tion was to take place the next day,- away they hur- 
ried to Mr. Elwes, to know how they could make 
fubmiffion, and how the fentencc might be prevented. ■ 
No time was to be loft. Mr. Elwes did that which,- , 
fairly fpeaking, not one mart in five tboufand would 
have done : he had his horfe faddled, and putting, 
according to ufual culfom, a couple of haird eggs in 
his pocket, .he fet out for London that cvenim, and reached it early enough the next morning to uoufy. 
the fjbmiffion of the culprit dauifids. ilidii g 60 
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miles in the night, to confer a favour on two ahti* 
quated virgins, to whom he had no particular obliga- . i 
tion, was really what not one man in five thoyfand '« 
would have done : but where perfonal fatigue could bi 
ferve, Mr. iilwes never wanted alacrity. 

The ladies were fo overjoyed—fo thankful; fo : 
much trouble and expence!—What returns could 
they make? An old Irifh gentleman, their neigh- 
bour, who knew Mr. Elwes’s mode of travelling, r 
wrote thefe words to them by way of confolation— 
“ My dears, is it expence you are talking of?—fend c. 
him fix-pence, and he then gains two-pence by tfie i 
journey!” 

Mr. Ekves, while he refided in Berkfliire, proved 
himfelf an upright and impartial magiftrate; and it 
w’as almoft totally owing to this befi: of recommen- ] 
dations, that an offer:was made to, him afterwards, 
of bringing him in as reprefentative for the county. The profpeft of a contefled eletfion, betwixt tyvo 
moft refpe&able families in Berkfiiire, firft fugg^ned i 
the idea of propofing a third perfon, who might be [ 
unobjectionable to both parties. t he perfon thus pro- ; 
pofed, was Mr. Elwcs ; and the county were obliged 
to Lord Craven for the proportion. 

Mr. Elwts, at this period, was pafhng—amongft 
his horfes and bis hounds, fome rural occupations, - 
and his country neighbours—the happieft hours of 
bis life—where he forgot, for a time at leaft, that 
firange anxiety and continued irritation about his 
money—which might be called the infanity of fay- 
ing ! But as his wealth was accumulating, many 
were kind enough to make applications to employ i 
it for him. Some, very obligingly, would trouble ' 
bim with nothing mote than their Jimple bond— others 
offered him a fcheme of great advantage, with “ a 
imall rifk and a certain profit,” which as certainly j 
turned out the reverfe—and others propofed “ trads ; of ' 
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of lands in America, and plans that were fure of 
fuccefs ” But amidft thefe kind offers, the fruits of 
which Mr. Elwes long felt, and had to lament, fome 
pecuniary accommodations, at a moderate intereft, 
were not bellowed amifs, and enabled the borrowers 
to purfue indujiry into fortune, and form a fettlement 
for life. 

Mr. Elwes, from Mr. Meggot, his father, had 
inherited fome property in London in houfes; par- 
ticularly about the Haymarket, not far from which 
old Mr- Elwes drew his firtl breath—being born, in 
St. James’s parifh. To this property he began now 
to add, by engagements with one of .the Adams’s*, 
about building, which he increafed from year to year 
to a very large extent. Great part of Marybone 
foon called him her founder. Portland Place and 
Portman Square, the riding-houfcs and ftables of 
the lecond troop of Life-guards, and buildings too 
numerous to name, all role out of his pocket: and 
had not the fatal American war kindly put a flop to 
this rage of raifing houfes, much of the property he 
then pofleffed would have been laid out in bricks and' 
mortar. 

The extent of his property, in this way foon grew 
fo great, that he became, from judicious calculation, 
bis own infurer : and. he Hood to all his Ioffes by con- flagrations. He foon, therefore, became a pbilofophcr 
upon fire: and, on a public-houfe belonging to hi in, 
bong confumed, he faid, with great compofurc— 
“ Wei!, well, there is no great harm done: the 
tenant never paid me ; and I ll.ould not have gcc. quit, 
of him fo quickly in any other Way.” 

It was the cuftom of Mr. Elwes, whenever he 
went to London, to occupy any of his premifes- 
wh;ch might happen to be then vacant: he travtlEJ 
in this manner from ftrett tollreet ; ani whenever 
any body chofe to take the heufe where he was, he 
was inftantly ready to move, into any other. He was 

frequently 
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frequently an itinerant foxanigbt's lodging’, and though 
mafter of above an hundred houfes, he never wifhed 
to reft his- head long in any he chof'e to call his own. 
A couple of beds, a couple of chairs, a table, and an 
old woman, comprifed all his furniture; and he 
moved them about at a minute’s warning. Of all 
thefe moveables, the old woman was the only one 
which gave him trouble, for fhe was afH:£ted with a 
lamenefs that made it difficult to get her about quite 
fo faft as he chofe ; and then the colds fhe took were 
amazing ; tor fometimes fhe was in a-final! houfe in 
the Haytnarket-; at another in a great houfe in Port- 
land Place ; fbmetim.es in a little room and a coal 
fire; at other times with a few chips, which the car- penters had left, in rooms of moft fplendid, but fri- 
gid dimeniioHS, and with a little, oiled paper in the 
win ;ows forgiafs. In truth, Ihe perfectly realized 
the words of the Pfalmift—for; though the old wo- 
man might not be wicked, fhe certainly was- “ here 
to-day, and gone to morrow.” 

The feene which terminated the life of this old 
woman, is not the leaft finguiar among the anecdotes 
that are recorded of Mr. Llwes. But it is too well authenticated to be doubted. 

Mr. Elwes had come to town in his ufual way— 
and taken up his abode in one of his houfes that were 
empty. Colonel Timms, who wiftied much to fee 
him, by fome accident was informed that his uncle 
was in London; but then how to find him was the 
difficulty. He inquired at all the ufual places where 
it wr r probable he might be beard of: he went to 
Mr. Hoare’s, his banker—to the Mount Coffee- 
houfe—but no tidings were to be heard of him. 
Not many days afterwards, however, he learnt from 
«. perfbn whom he met'accidentally, that they had 
feen Mr. Llwes going into an uninhabited houfe in 

„ Great Marlborough Street. This was fome clue to Colonel 
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Colonel Timms: and away he went thither. As 
the beft mode of information, he got hold of a thair- 
man — but no intelligence could he gain of a gentle- man called Mr. Elwes. Colonel Timms then de-' 
feribed his perfon—but no gentleman had been feen. 
A pot-boy, however, recollected that he had feen a 
poor old man opening the door of the ftable, and 
locking it after him : and from every defeription, it 
agreed with the perfon of old Mr. itlwes. Of 
courfe, Colonel Timms went to the houfe:—he 
knocked very loudly at the door—but no one an- 
fwered. Some of the neighbours faid they had feen 
fuch a man, but no anfwer could be obtained from 
the houfe. T he Colonel, on this, refolved to have 
the ftable door opened j which being done, they en- 
tered the houfe together. In the lower parts of it— 
all was fluit and filent : but, on afeending the ftair- 
cafe, ilwy heard the moans of a perfon feemingly in 
diftiefs. 1 hey went to the chamber—and there, 
upon an old pallet bed, lay ftretched out, feemingly in 
death, the figure of old Mr. itlwes. f or fome time 
he feemed infenftble that anybody was near him ; 
but on fome cordials being adminiftered by a neigh- 
bouring apothecary, who was feist for, he recovered 
enough to fay—“ That he had, he bdfdVed, been 
ill for two or three days, and that there was an old 
woman-in the houfe, but for feme reafon or other fhe 
had not ben near him. Thatftie had been ill htr- 
felf, but that fhe had got well, he fuppoled, and gone 
away.” 

T hey afterwards found the old woman—com- panion of all his movements, and the partner of all 
his journeys—ftretched out lifelefs on a rug upon the 
floor, in one of the garrets: fhe had been dead, to 
all appearances, about two days. 

Thus died the fervant; and thus would have died, 
but for the providential tiiicovery of him by Colont ( 

Timms, 
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Timms, old Mr. Elwes, her mafter ! His mother, 
Mrs. Meggot, who pofleffed one hundred thoufand 
pounds, ftarved herfelf to death :—and her fon, who 
certainly was then worth half a million, nearly died 
in his own houfe for abfolute want! 

Mr. Elwes, however, was not a hard landlord, 
and his tenants lived eafily under him : but if they 
wanted any repairs, they were always at liberty to do 
it for themfelves ; for what may be ftyled the comforts 
of a houfe, were unknown to him. What he allowed 
not tohimfeif, it could fcarcely be expected he would 
give to others. 

He had refided about thirteen years in Suffolk, 
when the conteft for Berkfhire prefented itfelf on the 
diflolution of the parliament: and when, to preferve 
the peace of that county, he was nominated by Lord 
Craven. To this, Mr. Elwes confented, but on the 
fpecial agreement, that he was to be brought in for 
nothing. All he did was dining at the ordinary at 
Abingdon ■> and he got into parliament for the mode- 
rate ium of eighteen-pence! 

He now left Suffolk, and went again to his feat at 
Marcham. His fox-hounds he took along wdth him ; 
but finding his time would, in all probability, be much employed, he refolved to relinquifh his hounds;, 
and they were fhortly after given away to fome farmers 
in that neighbourhood! 

Mr. Elwes was at this time nearly fixty years old ; 
but was in poffeffion of all his activity. Preparatory, 
to his appearing on the boards of St. Stephen’s Cha- 
pel, he ufed to attend conftantly, during the races 
and other public meetings, all the great towns where 
his voters refided ; and at the different affemblies he 
would dance with agility amongft the youngefl, to 
the lall. * 

Mr. Elwes was chofen for Berkfhire, in three 
fuccdiive parliaments: and he fat as member of the Houfe 
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Houfe of Commons about twelve years. It is to his 
honour—that, in every part of his conduit, and in 
every vote he gave, he proved himfelf to be—an in- 
dependent country gentleman. Wifhing for no poft, 
ddirous of qo rank, wanting no emolument, and be- 
ing moft perfe&ly confcientious, he flood aloof from 
all thofe temptations which have led many good men 
aftray from the paths of honour. All that a minifter 
could have offered to Mr. Elwes would have been of 
no avail: for polls or dignity would only have embar- 
raffed him, by taking him away from the privacy he 
loved. As an inftance of this, he was unhappy for 
fome days on hearing that Lord North intended to 
apply to the King to make him a Peer. He never 
would hav? furvived the being obliged to keep a car- 
riage, and thiee or four fervants—all, perhaps, better 
dreffed than himfelf! For, through every period of 
his life, it was a prevalent feature in his charaiter to 
be thought poor; that he could not afford to live as 
other people did : and that the reports of his being 
rich, were entirely erroneous. 

When Mr. Elwes firft took his feat, the Oppofition 
of that time, headed by Mr. Pox, had great hopes 
that he would be of their party. Mr. Fox had that 
knowledge of him, which has joined many to his 
politics. He had feen him at Newmarket, and knew 
that he was fond of play; and talked to h m with 
that franknefs which, from great abilities and high 
political fituation, is, and always mull be, conciliat- ing. Thefe hopes, however, were difappointed, in 
Mr. Elwes immediately joining the party of Lord 
North—and however it may now found, it Ihould be 
faid, that let the public opinion of Lord North be 
now-what it may, Mr. Elwes had no other motive 
for that union, than a fair and honeft belief that 
the meafures of Lord North were ripht. But Mr. 
Elwes was never of that decided and certain call of 

men. 
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men, that fuch a minifter would beft approve. He 
would f;equently difTent, and really vote as his con- fcience led him. Hence, many members of oppofi- 
tion looked upon him as a man “ off and on or, 
as'thev ftyled him,, a “parliamentary coquette-,” and 
it is (omewhat remarkable, that both parties were 
equally fond of having him as a nominee on their 
contefted tledfions; frequently he was the chairman ; 
and he was remarkable for the patience with which 
he always heard the council. Of this great quality, 
to get throuah life, few men, if any, have poflefled a larger fhare ; though in (lri<Sl regard to truth, it 
may be added, he never had the good fortune to hear 
for one day—the trial of Mr. Hajlings. The honour of parliament made no alteration in 
the drefs of Mr'. Elwes; on the contrary, it feemed, 
at this time, to hav^iittained additional meannefs— 
and nearly to have reached that happy climax of po- 
verty, wmch has, more than once, drawn on him. 
the compaffion of thofe who, pafied by him in the 
ftreet. For the Speaker’s dinners, he had indeed one fuit 
—with which the Speaker, in the courfe of the fef- 
fron, bee. me very familiar. The minifter, likewife, 
was well -acquainted with it—and at any dinner of Oppofnion, hill was his apparel the fame. The 
wits of the minority ufed to fay, “ that they had full 
as much reafon as the minifter, to be fatished with 
Mr. Elwes—as he had the fame habit with every body.” 

At this period of his life, Mr. Elwes wore a wig. 
—Much about that time when his parliamentary life 
ceafed, that wig was worn out—fo then, (being older 
and wifer as to expence) he wore his own hair— 
which, like his expences, was very fmall. 

Shortly after Mr. Elwes firft came into parliament, 
he went to refide with his nephew, Colonel Timms, 
who then had a houfe in Scotland Yard. Old 
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• Old Mr. Elwes ftill went on in his fupport of Lord 
- North, and the madnefs of his American war, con- 
' dufted as he conducted it, till the country grew tired 
I of his adminiftration. But the fupport given by Mr. 
' Llwes was of the moft difinterefted kind, for no man 
j was more materially a fufFerer. The great property which he had in houfes, and thofe chiefly amongft the 
i new buildings of Mary-bone, was much injured by 
1 the continuance of the war ; and as no fmall proof of it, he had juft then fupplied the money to build 
a a crefcent at the end of Quebec Street, Portman 
t Square, where he expended certainly not lefs than 
[ feven or eight thoufand pounds, and which, from the 
j want of inhabitants at that time, was never finifhed. 

Convinced, at length, of the ill conduit of Lord 
| North, Mr. Llwes entered into a regular and fyfte- 
: matic oppofuicn to his meafures* with the party of 

Mr. Fox ; in which he contimlW till Lord North 
was driven from power, in March 1782. The de- 
bates at this period- u'ere very long and interefting, 
and generally continued till a late hour in the morn- 

; ing. Mr. Flwes, who never left any company, 
i public or private, the firft, always ftayed out the 
| whole debate. After the divifioh, Mr. Elwes, with- 

out a great-coat, would immediately go cut of the 
Houle of Commons into the cold air, and,- merely 
to ftve the expence of a hackney-coach, walk, to the . Mount Coftee-hoiife. Sir Jofeph Mawbey, and Mr. ■ Wood of Lyttleton, who went the fame way as 

I' Mr. Elwes did, often propofed a hackney-coach to [j him, but the reply always was, “ he liked nothing fo 
,} much as walking.” However, when their hackney- ■ coach ufed to overtake him, he had no objection to 1 coming in to them j knowing that they muft pay the 

fare. 
A circumftance happened, to him on one of his pe- 

\ deftrian returns, which gave him a whimfical oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity of difplayiflg a finguiar difregard of his ow* 
perfon. The night was very dark; and, hurrying 
along, he wefit with fitch violence againft the pole 
of a fedan chair, that he cut both his legs very deep- 
ly. As ufual, he thought not of any affiftance : but 
Colonel Timms, at whofe houfe he then was, in 
Orchard Street, infilled upon feme one being called 
in. He at length fubmitted j and an apothecary in 
confequence attended, who immediately began to 
expatiate on “ the bad confequences of breaking the 
fkin—the good fortune of his being fent for—and the 
peculiar bad appearance of Mr. £1 wes’s wound. 
“ Very probably,” laid Mr. Elwes; “ but, Mr. 
 , I have one thing to fay to you—In iny opinion 
my legs are not much hurt; now you think they are —fo 1 will make this agreement: I will take one leg, 
and you fh all take the other; you lhall do what you 
pleafe w'ith your’s, and I will do nothing to-mine ; 
and I will wager your bill that my leg gets well before 
your’s !” Heexultingly heat the apothecary by a fortnight 

The income of Mr. Elwes, all this time, was in- 
creafmg hourly, and his prefent expenditure was next 
to nothing; for the little pleafures he had once en- 
gaged in, he had now given up. He kept no houfe^. 
and only one old fervant and a couple of horfes : he 
refided with his nephew t his two fons he had ftati- 
oned in Suffolk and Berkfliire, to look- after his re- 
fpeftiv.e eftates ; and bis drefs w'as certainly no ex- 
pence to him. 

When he left London, he went on horfeback to 
his country feats, with his couple of hard eggs, and 
without once flopping at any houfe upon the road. 
He always took the moft unfrequented road—but Marcham was the feat he now chiefly vifited ; which 
had feme reafon to be fluttered with the preference, 
as his journey into Suffolk coft him only two-pence 
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halfpenny^ while that into Berkfliire amounted to four- 
pence ! t 

When this fingular charafter thought he had got 
into the Houfe of Commons for nothing, he had not 
taken into the account Hot infide of the houfe—the 
outfide only had entered into his calculation. In a 
fhort time, therefore, he foundtout, that members 
of parliament could want money, and he had the 
misfortune to know one member who was inclined to 
lend them. Perhaps fate ordained this retribution, 
and deftgned that thus only, feme of the enormous 
wealth of Mr. Elwcs Ihould efcape from his grafp. 
Be this as it may, there does however exift a pile 
of bud debts, and uncancelled bonds, which, could 
they be lai ’ on the table of the Houfe of Commons, 
would flrike dumb fume orators on both Tides of the 
Houfe. 

Time however, at length, conquered this paffion 
of lending in Mr. Elwes ; and an unfortunate pro- 
pof:l which, was made him, of veiling twenty-five 
thoufand pounds in fome iron-works in America, gave, 
at lalf, a fatal blow to his various fpeculations. The 
plan had been fo very plaufibly laid before him, that 
he had not the Imalleft doubt of its fuccels ; however, 
he had the difappointment never to hear more of his 
ircff, orhis^^/tf. 

He has olten declared, that three contefted electi- 
ons would nor have coft him more than he loft by his 
brother reprefentatives. in 1780, another dillin- 
guifhed member of the Senate, threatened him with a 
calamity not lefs likely to be afflj&ive. Lord George 
Gordon, his neighbour, at that time, in Welbeck Street, gave him a profpeCt of diminilhing his in- 
come upoa boufes—and as Mr. Elwes was his own 
infurer, he palled his time very pleafantly during the 
fires. On a houfe adjoining to that where Mr. Elwes 
lived, being fet on fire, Lord George Gordon very 
civilly ofteied to take the furniture of Mx. Elwes into 
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hisownhoufe, by way of fecurity. ButMr. Elwes, 
full as civilly, replied—“ I am much obliged to your 
Lordfhip; but, if you will give me leave, I will even 
take my chance !” 

Mr. Klwes, on the difmiffion of Lord NortE, was 
left in the party of Mr. Fox—though he could not 
properly be faid to belong to any fet of men, for he 
had the very Angular quality of not determining how 
he fhould vote, before he heard what was faid on the 
fubjedh On this account, he was not reckoned an 
acquifition by either fide. 

When the Marquis of Lanfdownc cam£ into’office,. 
Mr. Elwes was found fupporting, for a time, his ad- 
miniftration; and not long after, he followed his 
confcience upon a queftion, and voted with Mr. Fox, 
againft the Marquis of Lanfdowne. ■ IV complete the fuigularity of his political cha- 
racter, he next a'filled, with his vote, the 'grcctt.ft 
monjicr in politics tha: ever d:fgraced any counity fince 
the beginning of time! This was the memorable and 
juftly execrated coalition between ibofe contending 
and rancorous chieftains* Lord North apd Mr, Fox. 
Adr. Elwes’s reafons for fupporting this mcafure, were 
unknown to his molt intimate friends •, and, as he 
does not appear to have been fufeeptib'e of corruption,, 
it is more than probable that he poileffed no decided 
or cogent motives'in his own mind. 

When he quitted parliament, however, no mam 
more reprobated this meafure than he did: he has 
frequently declared fince, and the declaration is cu- 
rious and worth recording,—‘ That, after the ex- 
perience he had had of public fpeakers> and members of 
parliament-, there was only one man^ he thought, could now talk him out of his money, and that was 
yjung Pitt!” 

The parliamentary life of Mr. Elwes ended with 
this coalition. The character, however, which’he had 
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had long borne, in Berldhire, for integrity, might 
have made a re-ele&ion not improbable, notwith- 
ftanding the rage which had gone forth again!! all 
the abettors of the coalition and its principles. But 
here the private principles of Mr. Liwes ftepped in, 
and prevented all thoughts of a conteft. Such a 
thing would have been fo contrary to thefaving fea- 
tures, and very countenance of his character, that he 
would have expired at the firft election dinner. The 
ufual parade of colours and cockades, would have 
been to him & death-warrant-, and open houfes, at his 
expence, immediate execution. 

He retired voluntarily from parliamentary life, and 
even took no leave of his conftituents by an adver- 
tifement. But though Mr. Elwes was now no longer 
a member of the Houfe of Commons, yet, not with 
the venal herd of expedant placemen and penfioners, 
whofe eye too often views the Houfe of Commons, 
as another Royal Exchange, did Mr. Elwes retire 
into private life. No: he had fairly and honourably, 
attentively and long, done his duty there, and he had 
fo done it without “ fee or reward.” In all his par- liamentary life he never a!ked or received a Angle 
favour; and he never gave a vote, but he could fo- 
lemnly have laid his hand upon his bread, and laid, 
“ So help me Godf I believe l am doing what is for the 
bejl!” 

Thus, duly honoured, fiiall the memory of a good 
man go to his grave: for while it may be the painful 
duty of the biographer to prefent to the public the 
pitiable follies which may deform a charader, but 
which muft be given to render perfed the refem- 
blance—on thofe beauties which rife from the bad 
parts of the pidure, who {hall fay, it is not a duty 
to expatiate ? 

'The model which Mr. Elwes left to future mem- 
bers may, perhaps, be looked on rather as a work 

to 
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to wonder at, than to follow, even under the moft 
virtuous of adminiftrations. 

Mr. Elwes came into parliament *.*■/>«?<*, 
and he performed his duty as a member would have 
done in the pure days of our conftitution. What he 
had not bought, he never attempted to fell—and he 
went forward in that ftraight and dire& path, which 
can alonefatisfy a refle&ing and good mind. 

In one word, Mr. Elwes, as a public man, voted 
and adted in the Houfe of Commons as a man would 
do, who felt there were people to live after him\-^- 
who, wiihed to deliver unmortgaged to his children, 

public eft ate of government and who felt, that if 
he fufFered himfelf to become a penftoner on it, he 
thus far embarrafied his pofterity, and injured the 
inheritance. 

Some years after his retirement, mentioning his 
opinions of Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, he faid, “ When 
IJlarted in parliament, Mr. Pitt had not come into 
public life: but I am convinced he is the minifter for 
the property of the country. In all he fays, there is 
pounds, Jhillings, and pence /” 

Mr. Elwes was once much plea fed with a remark 
made by Sir Jofeph Mawbey, who, with Sir George 
Saville, were talking on that notorious a£l Of union 
betwixt Lord North and Mr. Fox. Sir George con- 
feffed frankly, it was expedient-, for the friends of 
Lord North were fo numerous, that Mr. Fox and his 
party could not go on without them. “ Very true,” 
replied Sir Jofeph Mawbey, “ that may be ; but 
there is a difference betwixt getting in and faying in - 
—-to preferve your place, you mult prelerve your 
character.” 

The propriety of the obfervation was fully juftL 
fied bv the event—for Mr. Fox has been politically ruined by the deed : and Lord North faved nothing 
by it—but an impeachment. The 
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The probability that the abilities of Mr. Pitt would 

contribute to refcue this country from the odium 
which had attended it under Lord North and Mr. 
Fox, turned out Mr. Hartley, as well as Mr. Elwes, 
from the reprefentation of Berkffirre. Mr. Hartley 
refigned his hopes, not without reluctance; and Mr. 
Elwes was terrified at once by the expence. His un- 
fortunate parfimony was certainly the chief caufe of 
his quitting parliament; for fudi was the opinion hrs 
conftituents entertained of his integrity, that a very 
fmall expence would again have relored him to his 
feat. 

Nearly at the fame time that Mr. Elwes loft his 
feat, he loft that famous fervant “ of all work”— 
compared to whom, Scrub was indolence itfelf. 
He died, as he was following his mafter, upon a 
hard trotting horfe, into Berkfhire, and he died 
empty and poor; for his yearly wages were not 
above four pounds; and he had faffed the whole 
day on which he expired. The life of this extra- 
ordinary domeftic, certainly verified a faying which 
Mr. Elwes often ufed, which was this—“ If you 
keep one fervarit, your work is done; if you keep 
two, it is half done : but if you keep three, you 
may do it yourfclf.” That there were very few 
kinds of w'ork which this fervant could not do, 
may be eftimated by what he did : but that his 
knowledge of how tome things were done, was not 
very extenfive, may be taken from the following 
circumftance. 

When the Lower Houfe carried up their addrefx 
to the King, on the fubjeci of the American war, 
old Thomas (for that was the name of the fellow) 
who had never feen his mafter do any thing but ride 
on his moft important occaiions, imagined he was 
to ride up to his Majefty at St. Jatms’s, and fpeak 
to him on horfeback. Accordingly he cleaned up 

the 
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the old faddles, gave the horfes a feed of corn at his 
own expence, and at his own expence too had a piece 
of new riband in front, put upon one of the bridles ; and all this that his mafter might do things hand- 
fomely, and like a “ parliament man /” But when 
he found out how his mafter was to go; faw the carriage of Colonel Timms at the door, who, by 
borrowing for Mr. Elwes a bag-wig, lending him 
a fhirt with laced ruffles, and new furbifhing his everlajling coat) had made him look very differently 
from what he ufually did, and in truth, much like a 
gentleman, old Thomas returning all his own zeal 
and finery back into the ftables, obferved, with re- 
gret, that “ mayhap, his mafter might look a bit of 
a gentleman—bat. he was fo altered, nobody would 
know him !” Amongft: the fmaller memorials of the parliamen- 
tary life of Mr. Elwes, ma) be noted, that he did not 
follow/ the cuftom of members in general, by fitting 
on any particular fide of the houfe, but fat, as occa- 
fion prefented itfelf, on either, indifcriminately—and 
he voted much in the fame manner. 

He never once rofe to fpeak, or delivered his fentiments further than by his vote; and in his 
attendance he was always early and late; he never 
left it for dinner, as he had accuftomed himfelf to 
fafting, fometimes for twenty-four hours in conti- 
nuance. 

No man ever retired from the Houfe of Com- 
mons, leaving it more loaded with obligations than 
he did ; and they were obligations that were never 
cancelled. From the multitude of bonds fince feen, it 
fhould appear, that fome members imagined he was 
a great public money-lender, appointed by government, 
to come down into the Houfe of Commons, and 
“ oblige the gentlemen” who might be in want of 
pecuniary aid. i When 
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When application was made for the payment of 

thefe bonds—aw moving that quejlion, Mr. Elwes flood 
l fmgte; not a member laid “ Ayil" and Mr. Elwes 
; died pofiefled of proofs moft undeniable, that, fome- 

how or other, every roan muft pay for coming into 
Parliament. 

The temptation of one per cent, more than the 
funds* er landed property would give, was irrefiftible 

! with Mr. hlwes. But, amongft the fums he thus injudicioafly veiled in other people’s hands, fome 
' jftray, foriorn inftances of feeling may be remembered; 

of which the following is an inftance. When his 
fon was in the Guards, he was frequently in the 
habit of dining at the Officers’ table there. The 
politenefs of his manners rendered him generally 
agreeable, and in time he became acquainted with 
every officer in the corps ; amongft the reft, with a 
gentleman of the name of Tempeft, whofe good 
humour was almoft proverbial. A vacancy hap- 
pening in a majority, it fell to this gentleman to 
purchafe; but as money is not always to be got upon 
landed property immediately, it was imagined fome 
officer would have been obliged to porchafe over his 

!• head. Old Mr. Elwes hearing of the circumftance, 
fent him the money the next morning ; without afk- 
ing any fecurity: he had feenCaptain Tempeft, and 
liked his manners; and he never once afterwards 
talked to him about the payment of it. But on the 
death of Captain Tempeft, which happened fhortly 
after, the money was replaced. 

This was an ail of liberality in Mr. Elwes which 
j ought toatone for many of bis failings. Bur, behold 
• the inequalities which fo ftrongly mark this human 1 being ! 

Mr. Spurling, of Dynes Hall, a very aflive and 
intelligent magi ft rate for the county of Efiex, was 
once requefted by Mr. Elwes to accompany him to 

k Newmarket. 
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Newmarket. It was a day in on? of the fpring J 
meetings which was remarkably filled w’ith races ; 
and they were out from fix in the morning till eight 
o’clock in the evening, befote they again fet out for 
home. Mr. Elwes, in the ufual way, would eat !' 
nothing; but Mr. Spurling was fomewhat wifer, 
and went down to Newmarket. When they began their journey home, the evening was grown very 
dark and cold, and Mr. Spurling rode on fomewhat i 
quicker; but on going through the turnpike by the 
Devil’s Ditch, he heard Mr. Elwes calling to him 
with great eagernefs. On returning before he had 
paid, Mr. Elwes laid —“-Here i here ! follow me 1 ! 
this is the befi: road !” In an inflant he faw Mr. J 
Elwes, as well as ihe night would permit, climbing his horfe up the precipice of the ditch. “Sir,” faid 
Mr. Spurling, “ I can never get up there.” “ No 
danger at all!” replied old Elwes; tc but if your 
horle be not fafe, lead him 1” At length with great 
difficulty, and with one of the horfts falling, they mounted the ditch, and then, with not lefs, toil, got ! 
down on the other fide. When they were fafe 
landed on the plain, Mr. Spurling thanked Heaven 
for their cfcape. “ Aye,” laid old Elwes, “ you jnean from the turnpike ” w Very right; never pay 
a turnpike if you can avoid it!” In proceeding on 
their journey, they came to a very narrow road ; at which Mr. Elwes, nptwithftanding the cold, went 
as llowly as poffible. On Mr. Spujling wilhing to 
quicken their pace, old Elwes obferved that he was 
letting his horfe feed on fome hay that was hanging on the fides of the hedge—“ Befidef,” added he, “it 
is nice hay, and you have it for nothing!" 

Thus, while endatgering his neck to fave the 
pa)mem of a turnpike, and ftarving his horfe for a 
halfpenny-worth of bay, was he rifking the fum of 
tu/enty-Jive thoufand pounds on fome iron works acrofs 
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the Atlantic Ocean, and of which he knew nothing, 
either as to produce, profpeft, or fituation. 

When he retired from parliament, Mr. Elwes was nearly feven^y-five years of age ; and the ex- 
penditure of a few hundred pounds would certainly 
have continued him jn the fituation he loved ; where 
he was refpe£ted, and had due honour; where life 
was amongft his friends \ and where long habit had 
made every thing congenial to him. All this he 
gave up to his love of money*. That palfion, which, 
confuming all before it, as it hurried him along the 
few remaining years of his life, at length carried him 
to his grave twenty years fooner than the mufcular 
vigour of his body might have given reafon to ex- 
ped:; for when Doctor Wall, his laft phyfician, was 
called in, and viewed him extended on that fqualid 
bed of poverty from which he would not be relieved, 
he faid to one of his fons, “ Sir, your father might 
have lived thefe twenty years; but the irritations of 
his temper have made it impoflible to hope for any 
thing; the body is yet ftrong, but the mind is gone 
entirely !” 

Mr. Elwes had, for forpe years, been a member of 
a card club at the Mount Coffee-houfe; and, by a 
conftant attendance on th:s meeting, he, for a time, 
confoled himfelf for the lofs of his parliamentary feat. 
The play was moderate, and he had an opportunity 
of meeting many of his old acquaintances in the 
Houfe of Commons ; and he experienced a pleafure, 
which, however trivial it may appear, was not lefs 
fatisfadory—that of enjoying Jfri! and candle at a ge- 
neral expence.. For however rejedful Mr. Elwes 
appeared of “the good things of this life,” when 

* This is a ftrihing proof, that the lofs of thofe large funis which . he had lent his fenatorial friends, did not affliA him much; other- wife his fecetSon from Parliament might as well be attributed to this caufe, as the trft expenfmc one of foliciting the freeholders. 
L 2 they 
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they were to come out of his own pocket—he by no 
means adfed in the fame manner when thofe things 
were at the expence of any other perfon. He had 
an admirable tafre in French diffris, at the table of 
another—No man had more judgment in French 
wines, when they did not come from his own wine- 
merchant—and “ he was very nice in his appetite,” 
on the day he dined from home. 

He ftill retained fome fondnefs for play, and ima- 
gined he had no fmall fkill at picquet. It was his ill 
luck, however, one day, to meet with a gentleman 
at the Mount Coffee-boufe, who thought the fame, 
and on much better grounds; for after a contdt of 
two days and anight, in which Mr. fvlwes continued with perfeverance, he rofe the lofer of a fum which 
he always endeavoured to conceal—though there is 
reafon to think it was not lefs than thrte thovfand 
pounds. Some part of it was paid by a large draft on 
MefFrs. Hoanes, and was received very early the next 
morning. Thus, while by every art of human mor- 
tification, he was faving /killings, fixpences^ and even 
pence, he would kick down in one moment the heap 
he had raifed. 

At the cl oft of the fpring of he withed again 
to vifit, which he had not done for fome years, his 
feat at Stoke. But then the journey was a moft fe- 
rious obje£i: the famous old fervant was dead ; all 
the horfes that remained with him were a couple of 
worn-out brood mares; and he himlelf was not in 
that vigour of body, in which he could ride fnrty or 
feventy miles on the fu(ftnance of two boiled eggs. 
The mention of a poft-chaife would have been a 
crime,—“ He afford a poft-ckaife, where 
was he to get the money !” would have been his ex- 
cla armion. 

At length he was carried into the country, as he 
was curried into parliament—Free of «xpence, by a gentleman 
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gentleman who was certainly not quite fo rich as Mr. 
£!wes. When he reached his feat at Stoke—the feat 
©f more adli ve feezes, of fomewhat refembling hofpi- 
iality, and where Ins fox-hounds had fpread fomewhat 
like vivacity around—he remarked, “ he had expend- 
ed a great deal of money once very foolifhly; but that 
a man grew wifer by time.” 

f he rooms at his feat at Stoke, that were now 
much out of repair, and would have all fallen in, but 
for his fen* John Elwes, hfq. who had reiided there, 
he thought too expcnfively furnifhed, as worfe things 
might have done. If a window was broken, there 
was to be no repair but that of a little brown paper, 
cr that of piecing in a bit of broken glafs, which had 
at length been done fo frequently, and in fo many 
ftiapcs, that it would have puzzled a mathematician 
to fay “ what figure they deferibed.” To fave fire, he would walk about the remains of an old green- 
houfe, or fit, with* a fervant, in the kitchen. Dur- 
ing the harveff, he would am-ufe himfeif with goin<r 
into the ftelds to glean the corn, on the grounds <?f 
his own tenants \ and they ufed to leave a little more than common, to pleafe the old gentleman, who was 
as eager after it as any pauper in the parifh. 

In the advance of the feafon, his morning employ- 
ment was to pick up any ftray chips, bones, or other 
things, to carry to the fire, in his pocket—and he 
was one day furprifed by a neighbouring gentleman 
in the a£l of pulling down, with fome difficulty, a 
crow's nejl% for this purport. On the gentleman 
wondering why he gave him felt' this trouble—“ Oh Sir,” replied he, “ it is really a fhame that thefe 
creatures fhould do fo. Do but fee what wafle they 
make !” 

His infatiaWe defire of faving was now become 
uniform and (yffematic ; he flill rode about the coun- 
try on one of- tho!e mares—but ’.hen he rode her very 

ceco- 



JOHN HLWES, ES(^ 33 
oeconomically; on the foft turf adjoining the road, 
without putting himftlf to the expence of fhoes—as 
he obferved, “ The turf was fo plea fan t to a horfe’s 
foot!” And when any gentleman called to pay him 
a vifit, and the boy who attended in the ftables was 
profufe enough to put a little hay before his horfe, old 
Elwes would flily ileal back into the liable, and take 
away the hay very carefully. 

To fave, as he thought, the expence of going to 
a butcher, he would have a whole Iheep killed, and 
fo eat mutton to the—end of the chapter. When he 
occafionally had his river drawn, though fometimes 
horfe-loads of fmall filh tvere taken, not one would 
he fuffer to be thrown in again, for he obferved, 
“ He fhould never fee them more!” Game in the 
lafl Hate of putrefa&ion, and meat walked about 
hh plate, would he continue to eat, rather than have 
new things killed before the old proviiion was ex- 
haulled. 

VViih this diet—the charnel houfe of fujlenance—his 
drefs kept pace—equally in the laft iiage of abfolute 
diffolulion. Sometimes he would walk about in a tat- 
tered brown-coloured hat: and fometimes in a red 
and white woollen cap. 

When any friends, who might occafionally be 
with him, were abfent, he would carefully put out 
his own fire, and walk to the houfe of a neighbour ; 
and thus make one fire ferve both. His fhoes he 
never would fuffer to be cleaned, left they fhould be 
worn out the fooner. But ftill, with all this fef- 
denial—that penury of life to which the inhabitant 
of an alms-houfe is not doomed—ftill did he think 
he was profufe, and frequently fay, “ He muft be 
a little more careful of his property.” When he went to bed, he would put five or ten guineas into 
a bureau, and then, full of his money, after he had 
retired to reft, and fometimes in the middle of the' ninht. 
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night, he would come down to fee if it was fafe. 
The irritation of his mind was unceafing. He 
thought every body extravagant: and when a 
perfon was talking to him one day of the great 
wealth of old Mr. Jennings, (who is fuppofed to 
be worth a million) and that they had feen him 
that day in a new carriage—“ Aye, aye,” faid 
old Elwes, u he will foon fee the end of his 
money !” 

Amongft traits fo various, a theatrical aneedete- 
ir>ay not be unamufing. It was during this period 
of his being in the country, that he firft became 
acquainted with Mrs. Wells. 'I'he gallantry pecu- 
liar to the manners cf the old court, led him t* be 
very attentive and very ceremonious to her: and to 
the laft moment of his life, (he remembered the 
civilities which at times fo diflinguifiied him, and 
paid him every attention to the latelf day in which 
(he faw him. 

As was natural, he would frequently talk to her 
about theatres ; and (he as naturally made mention 
of thofe prelent talents which adorn the drama of 
our day. She concluded he had feen Mrs. Siddons ? 
No.—Mrs. Jordan ? No.—Perhaps Mr. Kemble ? 
No; none of them. It was probable then that he 
mull have leen the ftage of his own times—and 
remembered Mr. Garrick ? No: he had never feen 
him. In (hort, he had never been at a theatre at 
all! 

But when Mr. Elwes returned again into Suffolk, 
and expofed, to continued observation, all his penury 
—when his tenants law in his appearance or ftyle of 
living, every thing that was . interior to their own— 
when his neighbour, at be ft, could but (mile at his.; 
infirmities—and his very fervants grew afttamed of** 
the meannefs of their tnafter—all that approached 
refpect formerly, was now gone. And a gentleman, 

one 
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one day, inquiring which was the houfe of Mr. 
Elwes, was facetioufly told, by one of the tenants— 

the poor-houfe of the parifh !” 
Mr. Elwes now denied himfelf every thing, ex- 

cept the common neceffaries of life: and indeed it 
might have admitted a doubt, whether or not, if 
his manors, his fifh-ponds, and feme grounds, in 
his own hands, bad not furnifhed a fubfiftence, 
where he had not any thing aftually to buy^ he would 
not, rather than have bought any thing, have ftarved. 
He, one day, during this period, dined upon the 
remaining part of a moor-hen, which had been 
brought out of the river by a rat! and at another, 
eat an undigefted part of a pike, which the larger 
one had fwallowed, but had-not finifhed, and which 
were taken in this ftate in a net ! At the time this laft 
circumftance happened, he difcovered a flrange kind 
of fatisfa£tion ; for he faid to Captain "Fopham, who 
happened to be prefent—“ aye ! this is killing two 
birds with one ftone !” Mr. Elwes, at this time, was 
perhaps worth nearly eight hundred thsufand pounds ! 
and, at this period, he had not made his will, of 
eourfe, was not faving from any fentrmeftt of affec- 
tion for any perfon. 

As he had now verted the enormous favings of 
his property in the funds, he felt no diminution of 
it. 

Mr. Elwes parted the fpring of 17S6 alone, at his 
folitary heufe at Stoke; and, had it not been for 
ibme little daily fcheme of avarice, would have parted 
it without one confolatory moment. His temper began to give way apace: his thoughts unceafingly 
ran upon money ! money ! money !—and he faw no one 
but whom he imagined was deceiving and defrauding 
him. 

As, in the day, he would now allow himfelf no 
fire, he went to bed as foon as day clofed, to fave candle; 
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candle; and had began to deny himfelf even the 
pleafure of fleeping in Jheets. In fhort, he had now 

' nearly brought to a climax the moral of his whole 
life—the perfeft iMinity »f wealth! 

On removing from Stoke, he went to his farm- 
boufc at Thaydon Hall; a feene of more ruin and : deiblation, if poffible, than either of his houfes in 
Suffolk or Berkfhire. It flood alone, on the bor- 

I ders of Epping Fared ; and an old man and wo- 
| man, his tenants, were the only perfons with whom 
1 he could hold any converfe. Here he fell ill; and, 

as he would have no affiitance, and had not even a 
fervant, he lay, unattended and almoft forgotten, for 
nearly a fortnight—indulging, even in death, that 
avarice which malady could not fubdue. It was at 
this period he began to think of making his will— 
feeling, perhaps, that his Tons would not be entitled, 
by law, to any part of his property, fhould he die in- 
teftate—and, on coming to London, he made his laft 
will and teflament, of which the following is an at- 
tefled copy ; 

THE WILL OF THE LATE JOHN ELWES, 
ESQUIRE, 

E a trailed from the Regtjlry of the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury. 

“ In the Name of GOD, Amen.—I, JOHN 
i ELWES, of Stoke, in the County of Suffolk, 

Efqutre, do make and declare this writing to be my 
|) lift will and teflament, in manner following: (that 
* is to fay) In the firft place I diredt that all my juft 11 debts, funeral and teftamentary expences, be paid 

as foon as conveniently may be after my deceafe. 
And l do give, devife, and bequeath, all and every, 
my real eftates, mefluages* or tenements, farms, 

L 5 lands, 
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lands, tythes, and hereditaments, fituate, ftanding, 
lying, and being in the feveral parifhes or places of 
Stoke, Thaydon, and Marcham, in the Counties of 
Suffolk, Eflex, and Berks, with all and every the 
barns, ftabies, out-houfes, buildings, and appurte- 
nances thereunto belonging > and all other my real 
eftates whatfoever and vvherefoever fituate, ftanding, 
lying, or being, with their and every of their rights, 
members and appurtenances; and alfo all and every 
my perfonal eftate, goods, chattels and effefts what- 
foever, and of what nature, kind, or quality foevcr, 
or wherefoever the fame may be, unto my fon, 
George Elwes, now living and refiding at my man- 
fion-houfe at Marcham, in the County of Berks, 
and my fon, John Elwes, late a Lieutenant in h:s 
Majefty’s Second Troop of Horfe Guards, and ufu- 
aliy tefiding at my manfion-houfe at Stoke, in the 
county of Suffolk, equally to be divided between 
them, fhare and fh/.re alike ; to have and to hold all 
and every my faid real and perfonal eftates whatfo- 
ever and w herel'oever, with the rights, privileges, 
and appurtenances thereunto belongitig or appertain- 
ing, unto them my faid fons, George Eiwes and 
John Elwes, and their heirs, executors, adminifira- 
tors, and iTigns fofeveimore, equally to be divided 
between them as tenants in common. And I do 
hereby dire£f, that the executors of this my will, do 
and ih.ill, as foon as conveniently may be after my 
death, pay all and every fuch legacies or bequefts as 
I may think fit to give to any pe:fun whomfoever, by 
any codicil, or paper writing in the nature of a co- 
dicil,, or teftamentary fchedule, to be written or 
figned bv me, whether the fame fliaft or 'fhall not be 
attefted by any fubfenbing vtitnefles. And I do no- 
minate, conftitute, and appoint my faid fons, George 
Elwes and John Ela es, executors of this my laft will 
and it flame at; and hereby revoking all former wills by 
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by me at any time heretofore made, do make and 
declare this writing only as and for my laffc will and 
teftament. In witnefs whereof, I the faid John 
tlwes have to this writing, contained in two (heets 
of paper, which 1 declare as and for my laft: will and 
teftament, fet my hand and feal, (that is to lay) my 
hand to each of the faid Iheets, and my hand and feal 
to this laft Iheet, and to the label by which they are 
affixed together, the fixth day of Auguft, one thou- 
fand feven hundred a id eighty-fix. JOHN ELWES.” 

“ Signed, fealed, publifned, and declared, by the 
faid John hlwes, as and for his laft will and tefta- 
menr, in the prefence of us, who in his prefence, 
and in the prefence of each other, and at his requeft, 
have fubfcribed our names as witnefles to the execu- 
tion thereof. FELIX BUCKLEY. 

EDWARD TOPHAM. 
THOMAS INGRAHAM.’v 

“ November 17, 1789.—On which day appeared 
perfonally George hlwes, of Mafcham, in the 
County of Berks, Efq. and John Elwes, of Stoke,, 
in the County of Suffolk, Ffq. and made oath, that 
they are the ions and executors named in the laft will 
and teftament of John Elwes, late of Stoke, in the 
County of Suffolk', but at Marcham, in the County 
of Berks, Efq. deccafed, who departed this life on. the 26th inftant. 

“ And theie deponents further depofc, that fince 
the death of the (aid deceafed, they 'have carefully 
and diligently fearched amongft the faid deceafed’s 
papers of moment and concern, for a codicil or other 
tpltamentary paper, which might be made and exe- 
cuted by him.the deccafed, and referred to by him in 

h s 
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his laft will and teftaulent hereunto annexed, and that 
they have not been able to find any paper writing 
whatever of a teftamentary nature, fave and except 
the faid laft will arid teftament of the faid deceafed, 
hereunto annexed as aforefaid, bearing date the fixth 
day of Auguft, in the year of our Lord one thoufand i. 
feven hundred and eighty-fix, 

GEORGE ELWES. 
JOHN ELWES.” 

“ The fame day* the faid George Elwes and John 
Elwes, Efquires, were duly fworn to the truth of 
this affidavit, before me, 

GEORGE HARRIS, Surr. Pref. 
JAMES HESELTINE, Not. Pub.” 

“ Proved at London, the 27th of November, 
1789, before the Worfliipful George Harris, Dodlor 
of Laws and Surrogate, by the oaths of George 
Elwes and John Elwes, Efquires, the.fons and exe- 
cutors, to whom adminiftration was granted, having [ 
been firft fworn duly to adminifter. 

GEORGE GOSTLING,-) 
JAMES TOWNLY, (Dep. Reg.” ' 
ROBERT DODWELLj ) 

The property here difpofed of, may amount, per- 
haps, to jive hundred tbcufand founds. The entailed - 
ejlates fall to Mr. Timms, fon of the late Richard 
Timms, Lieutenant Colonel of the Second Troop 
of Horfe Guards. The ions, named by Mr. Elwes in the will above, 
were his natural children, by Elizabeth Moren, for-: 
merly his houfekeeper at Marcham, in Berkfhire. 

Mr. Elwes, ftiortly after executing his will, gave, 
by letter of attorney, the power of managing and receiving, 
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receiving, and paying all his monies, into the hands 
of Mr. Ingraham, his lawyer, and his youngeft fon, 
John Elwes, Efquire, who had been his chief agent 
for fome time. 

Nor was the a£i by any means improper. The 
lapfes of his memory had now become frequent and 
glaring. All recent occurrences he forgot entirely; 
and as he never committed any thing to writing, 

! the confufion he made was inexpreffible. As an 
inftancel of this, the following anecdote may ferve. 1 He had one evening given a draft upon Meflrs. 
Hoares, his bankers, for twenty pounds; and hav- 
ing taken it into his head, during the night, that he 
had over-drawn his account, his anxiety was un- 
ceafing. He left his bed, and walking about his 
room with that little jeverijh irritation that always 
diftinguiftied him, waited with the utmoft impa- 
tience till morning came, when, on going to his 
banker with an apology for the great liberty he had 
taken, he was allured there was no occalion for his 
apology, as he happened to have in their hands, at 
that time, the fmall fum of fourteen thoufand feven 
hundred pounds ! 

However fingular this aft of forgetfulnefs may ap- 
pear, it ferves to mark, amidft all his anxiety about 
money, that extreme confcienticufnefs, which was to 
the honour of his character. It accident placed him 
in debt to any perfon, even in the moft trivial man- 
ner, he was never eafy till it was paid ; and it fhould 
be noted, that never was he known on any occafion 
\a fail in what be faid. Of the punctuality of his 

i! word, he was fo fcrupuloufly tenacious, that no per- 
' fon ever requefted better lecurity; and he was fo 1 particular in every thing of promife, that in any ap- 

pointment of meeting, or the hour of if, he exceeded 
even military exaftnels. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Elwes pafled the fummer of 1788, at his 

houfe in Welbeck Street, London ; without any 
other fociety than that of two maid-fervant?, for he 
had now given up the expence of keeping any male 
domeftic. His chief employment ufed to be that of 
getting up early in a morning to vifit fome of his 
houfes in Marybone, which, during the fummer, 
were repairing. As he was there generally at four 
o’clock in a morning, he was of courfe on the fpot 
before the workmen ; and he ufed contentedly to fit 
down on the fteps before the door, to fcold them 
when they did come. The neighbours who ufed to 
fee him appear thus regular every morning, and who 
concluded, from his apparel, he was one of the 
workmen, obferved, “ there never was fo punctual a 
man as the old carpenter.'* During the whole morn- 
ing he would continue to run up and down ftairs, 
to fee the men were not idle for an inftant, with the 
fame anxiety as if .his whole happinefs in life had 
been centered in the finifhing this houfe, regardlefs of 
the greater property he had at flake in various places, 
and forever employed in the minutia only of affairs. 
Indeed fuch was his anxiety about this houfe, the 
rent of which ..was not above fifty pounds a year, 
that it brought on a fever, which nearly coll him his 
life. 

In the mufcular and unencumbered frame of Mr. 
Elwes, there was every thing that promifed extreme 
length of life: and he lived to above feventy years 
of age, wnhout any natural diforder attacking him: 
but as Lord Bacon has well obferved, “ the minds 
of fome men are a lamp that is continually burn- 
ing and fuch w'as the mind of Mr. Elwes. Re- moved from thofe occafional public avocations which 
had once engaged his attention, money was now his 
only thought. He rofe upon money—upon money he 
lay down to reft ; and as his capacity funk away from 
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from him by degrees, he dwindled from the real' 
cares of his property, into the puerile concealment 
of a few guineas. This little ftore he would care- 
fully wrap up in various papers, and depofiting them 
in difrerent corners, would amufe himfelf with run- 
ning from one to the other, to fee whether they were 
all fafe. Then forgetting,i perhaps, where he had 
concealed fome of them, he would become as feri- 
oufly affli&ed as a man might be who had loft all his 
property. Nor was the day alone thus fpent—he 
would frequently rife in the middle of the night, and 
be heard walking about different parts of the houfe, 
looking after what he had thus hidden and forgotten. 

It was at this period, and at feventy-fix years old, 
or upwards, that Mr. Elwes began to feel, for the 
firft time, fome bodily infirmities from age. He now 
experienced occafiona! attacks from the gout; on 
which, with his ufual perfeverance, and with all his accuftomed antipathy to apothecaries^ and their billsy 
he would fet out to walk as far and as faft as he 
could. While he was engaged in this painful mode 
of cure, he frequently loft himfelf in the ftreets, the 
names of which he no longer remembered, and was 
as frequently brought home by fome errand-boy, or 
ftranger, of whom he had inquired his way. On 
thefe occafions he would bow and thank them, at the 
door, with great civility; but he never indulged 
them with a fight of the infide of the houfe. 

During the winter of 1789, the laft winter Mr. 
Ehves was fated to fee, his memory vifibly weakened 
every day; and from the unceafing wifli to fave mo- 
ney, he now began to apprehend he fhould die in 
want of it. Mr. Gibfon had been appointed his 
builder, in the room of Mr. Adam ; and one day, 
when this gentleman waited upon him, he faid, with 
apparent concern—“ .SVr, pray confider in what a 
wretched ftate I am ; you fee in what a good houfe 

I am 



48 JOHN ELWES, Esq. 
I am living—and here are five guineas, which is all I 
have at prefent; and how I lhail go on with fuch a 
lum of money, puzzles me to death—I dare fay you 
thought I was rich ; now you fee how it is !” 

In the fpring of this year, Mr. George Elwes, his 
elder fon, married a young lady, not lefs diftinguifh- 
ed for her engaging manners than for her beauty. 
She was a Mifs'Alt, of Northamtonfhire, and is the god-daughter of Mr. Haftings. She is indeed a lady 
of whom any father might be proud ; but pride or 
even concern, in thefe matters, were not paffions 
likely to affedt Mr. Elwes, as a circumftance which 
happened a few years before, in a cafe not diffimilar, 
will prove: Mr. George Elwes had, at that time, paid his ad- 
dreffes to a niece of Do&or Noel, of Oxford, who, 
of courfe, thought it proper to wait upon old Mr. Elwes, to apprize him of the circumftance, and to 
alk his confent. Old Mr. hlwes had not the lead 
objedtion. Dodfor Noel was very happy to hear it, 
as a marriage betwixt the young people might be 
produdtive of happinefs to both. Old Mr. Elwes 
had not the Jeaft objedtion to any body marrying whatever. “ T his ready acquiefcence is fo oblig- 
ing !” faid the Dodior—u but, doubtlefs, you feel 
for the mutual wilhes of the parties.” “ I dare fay 
I do,” replied the old gentleman. “ Then, Sir,” 
laid Dodtor Nod, “ you have no objedlion to an im- 
mediate union ? you fee I talk freely on the fubjedl.” 
Old Mr. Etwes had no objedlion to any thing. « Now then. Sir,” obferved Dodlor Noel, “ we 
have only one thing to fettle; and you are fo kind, 
there can be no difficulty about the matter; as 1 fhall 
behave liberally to my niece—What do you mean to 
give your fon?”—tc Give!” faid old Elwes, “ fure I 
did not fay any thing about giving •, but if you wilh 
it fo much, I will.gjiv my canfent.” The 
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The dofe of Mr. Elwes’s life was fiill referved for 

one fmgufaritj more, and which will not be held lefs 
fingular than all that has paffed before it, when his 
difpofition and his advanced age are confidered. He 
gave away his affections ; he conceived the tender paf- 
fian!—In plain terms, having been accuftomed for fame time to pafs his hours, from oeconomy, with 
the two maid fervants in the kitchen—one of them 
had the art to induce him to fall in love ‘ with her; 
and it is matter of doubt,, had it not been difcovered, 
whether fhe would not have had the power over him to have made him marry her. 

But good fortune, and the attention of his friends, faved him from this lafl adl of madncfs—in which, 
perhaps, the pitiable infirmity of nature, weakened 
and worn down by age and perpetual anxiety, is in 
fome meafure to be called to account. At thole mo- 
ments, when the cares of money left him fomewhat 
of eafe, he had no domeftic fcene of happinefs to 
which he could fly—and therefore felt with more fen- 
fibility, any a£t of kindnefs that might come from 
any quarter : and thus when his fons were abfent, 
having no one near him whom principle made aflidu- 
ous—thofe who might be interefed, too frequently 
gained his attention. 

Mr. George Elwes having fettled by this time at 
his feat at Marcham, in Berkfhire, he was naturally 
defsrous, that in the affiduities of his wife, his father 
might at length find a comfortable home. In Lon- 
don he was certainly moft uncomfortable : but ftill, 
with thefe temptations before and behind him, a 
journey, with any expence annexed to it, was infur- 
mountable. This, however, was luckily obviated 
by an offer from Mr. Partis, a gentleman of the law, 
to take him to his ancient feat in Berkfhire, with his 
purfe perfedly whole—a circumftance fo pleafing, 
that the general intelligence which render this gentle- 

man 
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man fo entertaining, was not adequate to it in the 
opinion of Mr. Elwes. But there was one circum- 
ftance flill very dift.-eiling—the old gentleman had 
now nearly worn out his lnft coat, and he would not 
buy a new one ; his fon, therefore, with * pious fraud 
that did him honour, contrived to get Mr. Partis to 
buy him a coat, and make him a prefent of it. Thus, 
formerly having had a good coat, then a bad one, 
and at laft no coat at all—he was kind enough to ac- 
cept one from a neighbour. 

On the day before Mr. Elwes took his gratuitous 
journey into Berkfhire, he delivered to Mr. Partis 
that copy of his latl will and uftament, which he 
himfelf had kept, to be carried to Mcffrs. Hoares, 
his bankers. 

Mr. Elwes carried with him into Berkfhire, five 
guineas and an half and half a crown. Left the men- 
tion of this fum may appear fingular, it (hould be 
faid, that, previous ro his journey, he had carefully 
wrapped it up in various folds of paper, that no part 
of it might be loft. On the arrival of the oldgentle- 
man^ Mr. George Elwes and his wife, whofe good 
temper might well be expe&ed to charm away the 
irritations of avarice and age, did every thing they 
could to make the country a feene of quiet to him. 
But “ he had that within” which baffled every effort 
of this kind. Of his heart it might be faid, cs there 
was no peace in Ifrael.” His mind, caft away upon 
the vaft and troubled ocean of his property, ex- 
tending beyond the bounds of his calculation, re- 
turned to amufe itfelf with fetching and carrying 
about n few guineas^ which, in that ocean, was in- 
deed a drop. 

His very fingular appetite Mr. Elwes retained till 
within a few days of his diff lution, and walked on 
foot twelve miles but a fortnight before he died. The 
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Thefirft fymptoms of more immediate decay, was his inability to enjoy his reft at night. Frequently 

would he be heard at midnight as if Itruggling with 
fome one in his chamber, and crying out, “ I will 
keep my money* I will; nobody fliall rob me of 
my property !” On any one of the family going into 
his room, he would ftart from this Jevtr of anxiety, 
and, as if waking from a troubled dream, again 
hurry into bed, and feem unconfcious of what had 
happened. 

At other times, when .perfectly awake, he would 
walk to the fpot where he had hidden his money, to 
fee if it was fafe. One night, while in his waking 
ftate, he mified his treafure—that great fum oi five 
guinea: and an half and half a crown ! That great 
fum, which at times folaced and diftra<5led the laft 
moments of a man, whofe property, nearly reaching to a million, extended itfelf almoft through every county 
in England. 

The circumfiances of the lofs were thefe :— 
Mr. Partis, who was then with him in Berkfhire, 

was waked one morning about two o’clock by the 
noife of a naked foot, feemingly walking about his 
bed-chamber with great caution. Somewhat alarm- ed at the circumftance, he n.rurally aflced, “ Who 
is there ?” on which a perfon coming up towards the bed, faid with great civility—“ Sir, my name is 
Elwes ; I have been unfortunate enough to be robbed 
in this houfe, which I believe is mine, of all the 
money I have in the world—of five guineas and an half, 

L and half a crown !"—“Dear Sir,” replied Mr. Par- f tis, “ I hope you are miftaken ; do not make yourfelf 
, uneafy.”—“ O f no, no !” rejoined the old gentle- 

man; “ it’s all true; and really, Sir, with fuch a 
fum—I ftiould have liked to have feen the end of it.” 

I his mighty fum was found, a few days after, be- 
hind a window ftiutter. 

In 
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In the autumn of 1789, his memory was gone en- 

tirely'; his perception of things was decreafing very 
rapidly; and as the mind became unfettled, guffs of 
the moft violent paffion ufurped the place of his for- 
mer command of temper. 

For fix weeks previous to his death, he would go 
to reft in his clothes, as perfe&ly drefied as during 
the day. He was one morning found faff afleep be- 
twixt the fheets, his fhoes on his feet, his flick in his 
hand, and an old torn hat upon his head. 

Mr. EKvcs on the 18th of November 1789, dif- 
covered iigns of that utter and total weaknefs, which 
carried him to his grave, in eight days. On the 
evening of the firlf day he was conveyed to bed — 
from which he rofe no more. His appetite was gone 
—-he had but a faint recolledlion of any thing about 
him; and his hft coherent words were addrefied to 
his fon, Mr. John Elwes, in hoping “ he had left 
him what he wifhed.” On the morning of the 26th 
of November, he expired vvithour a figh ! 

Thus died Mr. Elwes, the moft perfect model of 
human penury, which has been prefented to the 
Public for a long feries of years. 
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CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 

Captain James Cook had no claim to diftinc- 
t;on on account of the luftre of his birth, or the dignity of his anceftors. His father, James Cook, 
who from his dialed! is fuppofed to have been a 
Northumbrian, was in the humble flation of a 

I fervant in huibandry, and married a woman of the 
fame rank with himfelfj wtiofe chritlian name was 
Grace. Both of them were noted in their neigh- bourhood for their honefty, i'obriety, and diligence. 
They Arft lived at a village called Morton, and 
then removed to Marion, another village in the 
North riding of Yor.kfftire, fituated iu the high 
road from Gifbrough, in Cleveland, to Stockton 

I upon Tees, in the county of Durham, at the dif- 
tance of fix miles from each of tbefe towns. At 

;j Marton Captain Cook w'as born, on the 27th of 
()6tober, 1728; and agreeablv to the cuftom of 1 the Vicar of the parifh, whofe pradlice it was to 
baptize infants foon after their birth, he was bap- 
tized on the 3d of November following. He was 

• one of nine children, all of whom are now dead, 
excepting 
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excepting a daughter, who married a fiftierman at 
Redcar. The firit rudiments of young Cook’s edu- 
cation were received by him at Marton, where he 
was taught to read by Dame Walker, the fchooi- 
miftrefs of the village. When he was eight years of 
age, his father, in confequence of the character he 
had obtained for induftry, frugality, and (kill in huf- 
bandry, had a little promotion beftowed upon him, 
which was that of being appointed head fervant, or 
hind, to a farm belonging to the late Thomas Skot- 
tow, Efq. called Airy Holme, near Great Ayton. 
To this place, therefore, he removed with his fami- 
ly; and his fon James, at Mr. Skottow’s expence, 
was put to aday-lchool in Ayton, where he was in- 
ftru£led in writing, and in a few of the hrft rules of 
arithmetic. 

Before he was thirteen years of age, he was 
bound an apprentice to Mr. William Sanderfon, ! 
a haberdaftier or fhopkeeper, at Staiths, a confi- 
d-erable fifhing town, aboui ten miles north of 
Whitby. This employment, however, was very, 
unfuitable to young Cook’s difpofition. The f a 
was the objedi of his inclination ; and his pa (lion 
for it could not avoid being ftrengthened by the 
fltuation of the town in which he was placed, 
and the manner of life of the perfons with whom 
he mull frequently converfe. Some difagreement having happened between him and his mailer, he 
obtained his difcharge, and foon after bound him- 
felf for feven years to MdTrs. John and Henry 
Walker, of Whitby, Quakers by religious profef- 
fion, and principal owners' of the (hip Free-love, 
and of another vefle), both of which were con 
ftantly employed in the coal trade. The greatelT 
part of his apprenticelliip was fpent on board the Free-love. After he was out of his time he con- 
tinued to ferve in the coal and other branches of trade 
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trade (though chiefly in the former) in the capacity 
of a common failor ; till, at length, he was raifed to 
be mate of one of Mr. John Walker’s (hips. Dur- 
ing this period it is not recollefted that he exhibited 
any thing very peculiar, either in his abilities or his 
conduct; though there can be no doubt but that he 
had gained a confiderable degree of knowledge in 
the practical part of navigation, and that his atten- 
tive and fagacious mind was laying up a (tore of 
obfervations which would be ufeful to him in future 
life. 

In the fpring of the year 1755, when hoflilities 
broke out between fcngland and France, and there 
was a hot prefs for feamen, Mr. Cook happened 
to be in the river Thames with the (hip to which 
he belonged. At firft he concealed himfelf, to avoid 
being prefled ; but refledting that it might be diffi- 
cult, notwithftanding all his vigilance, to elude 
difeovery or efcape purfuit, he determined, upon 
farther confideration, to enter voluntarily into his 
Majefty’s fervice, and to take his future fortune in 
the Royal Navy. Perhaps he had fume prefage in 
his own mind, that by his adlivity and exertions 
he might rife much above his prefent fituation. 
Accordingly, he went to a rend zvous at Wap- ping, and entered with an officer of the Fagle man 
of war, a (hip of (ixty guns, at that time com- 
manded by Captain tdamer. To this (hip Captain 
(now S,r Hugh) Pallifer was appointed, in the 
month of Odtober, 1755; and when he took the 
command, found in her Janies Cook, whom he 
foon diftinguilhed to be an able, adtive, and dili- 
gent feaman. All the officers fpoke highly in his 
favour, and the Captain was fo well pleafed with his 
behaviour, that he gave him every encouragement 
which lay in his power. 

In 
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In the cmufe of fome time. Captain Pallifer re- 

ceived a letter from Mr. Ofhaldefton, then Member 
of Parliament for Scarborough, acquainting him 
that feveral neighbours of ,his had fojicited him to 
write in favour of one Cook, on board the Cap- 
tain’s (hip. They had heard that Captain Pallifer 
had taken notice of him, and they requefted if he 
thought Cook deferving of it, that he would point 
out in what manner Air. Ofbaldefton might belt contribute his affiftauce towards forwarding the 
young man’s promotion. The Captain, in his re- ply, did juftice to Cook’s merit; but, as he had 
only been a fhort time in the navy, informed Mr. 
Ofbaldefton that he could not be promoted as a 
commiffion offi er. A Mailer’s warrant, Captain 
Pallifer added, might perhaps' be procured for Mr. 
Cook, by which he would be railed to a ftation that 
he was well qualified to difcharge with ability and 
credit. 

Such a warrant he obtained on the roth of May, 
175,9, for the Grampus floop ; but the proper Mailer 
having unexpectedly returned to her, the appoint- 
ment did not take place. Four days after be was 
made mailer of the Garland ; when, upon inquiry, 
it was found that he could not join her, as the fltip had-already failed. On the next day, the 15th of 
May, he was appointed to the Mercury. Theft quick and fucceffive appointments Ihew that his in- 
tereft was Prong, and that the intention to ferve him 
was real and efteClual. 

The deftination .of the Mercury was ' to North America, where Ihe joined the fleet under the com- 
mand of Sir Charles Sjuliders, which,, in, conjunc- 
tion with the land forces” under General Wolfe, was engaged in the famous liege of Quebec.. During 
that fiege, a difficult, and dangerous I’ervice was ne- 
ceflary to be petlormed. This was to take the 1 foundings 
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foundings in the channel of the river St. Lawrence, 
between the iflajid of Orleans and the north fliore, 
directly in the front of the French fortified camp 
at Montmorency and Beauport, in order to enable 
the Admiral to place fliips agaioft the enemy’s bat- 
teries, and to cover our army on a general attack, 
which the heroic Wolfe intended to make on the 
camp. Captain Pallifer, in confequence of his ac- quaintance with Mr. Cook’s fagacity and refolu- 
tion, recommended him to the'fervice ; and he per- 
formed it in the moft complete manner. In this 
bufinefs he was employed, during the night-time, 
for feveral nights together. At length he was dif- covered by the enemy, who calle&ed a great num- 
ber of Indians and canoes, in a wood near the water-fide, which were launched in the night, for 
the purpofe of furrounding him, and cutting him 
off. On this occaiion, he had a very narrow efcape. He was obliged to run for it, and pufhed 
on fhore on the -ifland of Orleans, near the guard 
of the Englifh hofpital. Some of the Indians en- 
te ed at the ftern of the boat, as Mr. Cook leaped out at the bow ; and the boat, which was a barge 
belonging to one of the Ihips of war, was carried 
away in triumph. However, he furniflied the Ad- 
miral with as correct and complete a draft of the 
channel and foundings as could have been made 
after our countrymen were in pofleffion of Quebec. 
Sir Hugh Pallifer has good reafon to believe, that 
before this time Mr. Cook had fcarcely ever ufed 
a pencil, and that, he knew nothing of drawing. 
But fuch yyas his capacity, that he fpeedily made 
himfdf mailer of every objled to which he applied 
his attention. 

Another important fervice was performed by Mr. 
Cook while the fleet continued in the river of St. 
Lawrence. The navigation of that river is exceed- 

M _ ingly 
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ingly difficult and hazardous. It was particularly fo 
to the Englifh, who were then in a great meafure 
ftrangers to this part of North America, and who 
had no chart, on the corre&nefs of which they 
could depend. It was, therefore, ordered by the 
Admiral, that Mr. Cook fhould be employed to 
furvey thofe parts of the river, below Quebec, which navigators had experienced to be attended with pe- 
culiar difficulty and danger; and he executed the 
bufinefs with the fame diligence and fkill of which 
he had already afforded fo happy a fpecimen. When 
he had finifhed the undertaking, his chart of the 
river St. Lawrence was publifhed, with foundings, 
and directions for failing in that river. Of the ac- 
curacy and utility of this chart, it is fufficient to 
fay, that it hath never fmce been found neceffary 
to publifli any other. One which has appeared in 
France is only a copy of our author’s, on a reduced 
fcale. 

After the expedition at Quebec, Mr. Cook, by 
warrant from Lord Colvill, was appointed, on the 
22d of September, Mailer of the Northumberland 
man of war, the (hip in which his lordlhip ftaid, in 
the following winter, as Commodore, with the com- 
mand of a fquadron at Halifax. In this ftation Mr. 
Cook’s behaviour did not fail to gain him the efteem 
and friendlhip of his commander. During the lei- 
fure which the feafon of winter afforded him, he em- 
ployed his time in the acquifttion of fuch knowledge 
as eminently qualified him for future fervice. It was 
.at Halifax that he firft read Euclid, and applied him- 
feif to the ftudy of allronomy and other branches of 
Science. The books of which he had the affiftance 
were few in number; but his induftry enabled him 
to fupply many defeCts, and to make a progrefs far 
fupenor to what could be expected from the advan- 
tages he enjoyed. While 
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While Mr. Cook was Matter of the Northum- 

berland under Lord Colvill, that/hip came to New- 
foundland, in September, 1762, to aflift in the re- 
capture of the ifland from the French, by the forces 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Am- 
herft. When the ifland was recovered, the Englifli 
fleet ftaid fome days at Placentia, in order to put it 

, in a more complete ftate of defence. During this 
time, Mr. Cook manifefled a diligence in furveying 

» the harbour and heights of the place, which arretted 
the notice of Captain (now admiral) Graves, Com- 
mander of the Antelope, and Governor of New- foundland. The Governor was hence induced to 
afk Cook a variety of queftions, from the anfwers 
to which he was led to entertain a very favourable 
opinion of his abilities. This opinion was increafed, 
the more he faw of Mr. Cook’s conduct; who, 
wherever they went, continued to difplay the molt 
unremitting attention to every object that related to the knowledge of the coaft, and which was calcu-1 

lated to facilitate the pradlice of navigation. The 
efteem which Captain Graves had conceived for him, 
was confirmed by the teftimonies to his charader 
that were given by all the officers under whom he 
ferved. 

In the latter end of 1762, Mr. Cook returned to 
England; and, on the 21 ft of December, in the fame 
year, married at Barking in Efiex, Mifs Elizabeth 
Batts, an amiable and deferving woman, who was 
juftly entitled to, and enjoyed his tendereft regard and 
afFedion. But his ftation in life, and the high duties to which he was called, did not permit h m to partake 

it of matrimonial felicity without many and very long 
interruptions. 

Early in the year 1763, after the peace with 
France and Spain was concluded, it was deter- 
mined that Captain Graves Ihoujd go out again, 

M2 as 
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as Governor of Newfoundland. As the country 
was very valuable in a commercial view, and had 
been an object of great contention between the Eng- 
lilh and the French, the Captain obtained an efta- 
blifhment for the furvey of its coafts ; which, how* 
ever, he procured with fome difficulty, becaufe the 
matter was not fufficiently underftood by Govern- 
ment at home. In confidering the execution of the 
plan, Mr. Cook appeared to Captain Graves to be 
a proper perfon for the purpofe ; and propofals were 
made to him, which, notwithftanding his recent 
marriage, he readiiy and prudently accepted. Ac- 
cordingly, he went out with the Captain as fur- 
veyor ; and w’as firft employed to furvey Miquelon 
and St. Pierre, which had been ceded by the treaty 
to the French, who, by order of Adminiftration, 
were to take pofitffion of th*m at a certain period, 
even though the Englifh Commander (hould not 
happen to be arrived in the country. When Cap- 
tain Graves had reached that part of the world, be found there the Governor who had been lent from 
France (Monf. D’Anjac) with all the fettlers and 
his own family, on board a frigate and fome tranf- 
ports. It was contrived, however, to keep them in 
that difagreeable fituation for a whole month, which 
was the time taken by Mr. Cook to complete his 
furvey. When the bulinefs was finifhed, the French 
were put into ppflelfion of the two i/lands, and left 
in the quiet enjoyment of them, with every profeffion 
of civility. At the end of the feafon, Mr. Cook returned to 
England, but did not long continue at home. In 
the beginning of the year 1764, his old and conftant 
friend and patron, Sir Hugh Pallifer, was appointed 
Governor and Commodore of Newfoundland and 
Labradore; upon which occafion he was glad to take 
Mr. Cook with him, in the fame capacity that he 

had 
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had Curtained under Captain Graves. Indeed, no 
man could have been found who was better qualified 
for finirtnng the defign which had been begun in 
the preceding year. Fhe charts of the coalls, in 
that part of North America, were very erroneous ^ 
and it was highly necertary to the trade and navi- 
gation of his Majefty’s fubje£ts, that new ones 
Ihould be formed, which would be more corresrt 
and ufeful. Accordingly, under the order of Com- 
modore Palliler, Mr. Cook was appointed, on the 
18th of April, 1764, Marine Surveyor of New- 
foundland and Labradore ; and he had a vertel, the 
Grenville fchooner, to attend him for that purpofe. 
How well he executed his commiffion, is known to 
every man acquainted with navigation. The charts 
which he afterwards publiftied of the different fur- 
yeys he had made, refie&ed great credit on his abi- 
lities and chara&er, and the utility of them is uni- 
verfally acknowledged. It is underftood, that, fo 
far as Newfoundland is concerned, they were of 
confiderable fervice to the king’s minifters, in fet- 
tling the terms of the laft peace. Mr. Cook ex- 
plored the inland parts of this ifland in a much 
completer manner than had ever been done before. 
By penetrating farther into the middle of the coun- 
try than any man had hitherto attempted, he dif- 
covered feveral large lakes, which are indicated upon 
tlie general chart. In thefe1 fervices Mr. Cook ap- pears to have been employed, with the intervals of 
occafionally returning to England for the winter 
feafon, till the year 1767, which was the lart time 
that he went out upon his Ration of Marine Sur- 
veyor ol Newfoundland. It muff not be omitted, 
that, wh le he occupied this port, he had an oppor- 
tunity of exhibiting to the Royal Society a proof 
ot his progrefs in the ftudy of aflronomy. A Ihort 
paper was written by him, and inlerted in the fifty- 

fevemh 
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feventh volume of the Philofophical Tranfa&ions, 
entitled, “ An Obfervation of an Eclipfe of the 
“ Sun at the IfLnd of Newfoundland, Auguft 5, 
“ 1766, with the Longitude of the Place of Ob- “ fervation deduced from it.” The obfervation was 
made at one of the Burgeo iflands, near Cape Ray, 
in latitude 47°, 36' 19", on the fouth-weft extre- 
mity of Newfoundland. Mr. Cook’s paper having 
been communicated by Dr. Bevis to Mr. Witchell, 
the latter gentleman compared it with an obfervation 
taken at Oxford, by the Rev. Mr. Hornfby, on the 
lame eclipfe, and thence computed the difference of 
longitude refpeiiing the places of obfervation, mak- 
ing due allowance for the effedb of parallax, and the 
prolate fpherojdical figure of the earth. It appears 
horn the “ Tranfa&ions,” that our navigator had 
a!ready obtained the character of being an able ma- 
thematician. 

There is fcarcely any thing from which the na- 
tural curiofity of man receives a higher gratifica- 
tion, than from the accounts of diftant countries 
and nations. Nor is it curiofity only that is gra- 
tified by fuch accounts for the fphere of human 
knowledge is hereby enlarged, and various obje&s 
are brought into view, an acquaintance with which 
greatly contributes to the improvement of life and 
the benefit of the world. With regard to informa- 
tion of this kind, the moderns have eminently the advantage over the ancients. The ancients could 
neither purfue their inquiries with the fame accuracy, 
nor carry them on to the fame extent. Travelling 
by land was much more inconvenient and dangerous 
than it hath been in later times; and, as navigation 
was principally confined to coafting, it mull necef- 
farily have been circumfcribed within very narrow 
limits. „ The 
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The invention of the compafs, feconded by the 

ardent and enterprifmg fpirit of feveral able nv’n, was 
followed by wonderful difcoveries. Vafco di Gama 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope; and a new way 
being thus found out to the Kaft Indies, the coun- 
tries in that part of the earth became more accu- 
rately and extenfively known. Another world was 
difcovered by Columbus; and, at length, Magalhaens 
accomplifbed the arduous and hitherto unattempted 
tafk of failing round the globe. At different periods 
he was fuccecded by oiher circumnavigators, of 
whom it is no part of the prefent narrative to give an 
account. 

The fpirit cf difcovery, which was fo vigorous 
during the latter end of the fifteenth and through the 
whole of the fixteenth century, began, foon after the 
commencement of the feventeenth Century, to de- 
cline. Great navigations only were occafionaliy 
undertaken, and more from the immediate views of 
avarice or war, than from any noble and generous 
principles. But of late years they have been revived, 
with the enlarged and benevolent defign of promoting 
the happinefs of the human fpecies. 

A beginning of this kind was made in the reign of 
King George the Second, during which two voyages 
were performed; the firft under the command of 
Captain Middleton, and the next under thediredfion 
of Captains Smith and Moore, in order to difcover a 
North-weft paffage through Hudfon’s Bay. It was 
referved, however, for the glory of the prefent reign 
to carry the fpirit of difcovery to its height, and to 
condudi it on the nobleft principles; not for the pur- 
pofes of covetoufnefs or ambition; not to plunder 
or deftroy the inhabitants of newly-explored coun- 
tries ; but to improve their condition, to inftrudt them 
in the arts of life, and to extend the boundaries of 
fcience* 

No 
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Nofoonerwas peace reftored, in 1763, than thefe 

laudable defigns engaged his Majefty’s patronage; 
and two voyages round the wo,Id had been undei- 

‘taken, before Mr. Cook fet out on his fiift com- 
mand. The condudors of thefe voyages were ihe 
Captains Byron, Wallis, and Carteret, by whom 
feveral difcoveries were made, which contributed, 
in no fmall degree, to increafe the knowledge of 
geography and navigation. Neverthelefs, as the 
purpofe for which they were fent out appears to 
have had a principal reference to a particular ob- 
ject in the South Atlantic, the dired track they 
were obliged to hold, on their way homeward by 
the Eaft Indies, prevepted them from doing fo 
much as might otherwife have been expeded towards 
giving the world a complete view of that imrr.enfe 
expanfe of ocean which the South Pacific compre- 
hends. 

Before Captain Wallis and CaptaTn Carteret had 
returned to Great Britain, another voyage was ce- 
folved upon, for which, the improvement of aftro- 
nomical fcience afforded the immediate occafion. 
It havi/ig been calculated by aftronomeis, that a 
tranfit of Venus over the Sun’s difk would hap- 
pen in 1769, it was judged that the beft place for 
obferving it would be in feme part of the South 
Sea, either at the Marquefas, or at one of thoie 
iilands which Tafman had called Amflerdam, Rot- 
terdam, and Middleburg, and which are now bet- 
ter known under the appellation of the Friendly Iflands. This being a matter of eminent confe- 
quence in aftronomy, and which excited, the attenT tion of foreign nations, as well as our own, the 
affair was taken up by the Royal Society, with 
the zeal which has always been difplayed by that 
learned body for' the advancement of every brancty 
of philofophical fcience. Accordingly, a long me- morial 
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morial was addrefled to his Majefty, dated February 
the 15th, 1768, reprefenting the great importance 
of the objeft, together with the regard which had 
been paid to it by the principal courts of Europe} 
and intreating, among other things, that a velTei 
might be ordered, at the expence of Government, 
for the conveyance of fuitable perfons, to make the obfervation of the tranfit of Venus at one of the 
places before mentioned. This memorial having 
been laid before the King by the Earl of Shelburne, 
(now the Marquis of Landfdown) one of the prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, his Majefty gracioufly fig- 
nified his pleafure to the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Admiralty, that they fhould provide a fliip for 
carrying over fuch obfervers as the Royal Society 
ftiould judge proper to fend to the South Seas; 
and, on the 3d of April, Mr. Stephens informed 
the Society that a bark had been taken up for the 
purpofe.. 

The gentleman who had originally been fixed 
upon to take the direction of the expedition, was 
Alexander Dalrymple, Efq; an eminent member of 
the Royal Society, and who, beiides pofleffing an 
accurate knowledge of aftronomy, had diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his inquiries into the geography of the 
Southern Ocean, and by the collection he had 
publifhed of feveral voyages to thofe parts of the 
world. Mr. Dalrymple being fenfible of the diffi- 
culty, or rather of the impoifibility, of carrying ‘a 
fhip through unknown feas, the crews of which 
were not fubjetSt to the military difcipline of his 
Majefty’s Navy, he made it the condition of his 
going, that he ihould have a brevet cpmmiffion as 
Captain of the vefl’el, in the fame manner as fuch a commifiton had been granted to Dr. Halley in 
his voyage of difcovery. To this demand, Sir 
Edward Hawke, who was then at the head of the 

M 5 Admiralty^ 
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Admiralty, and who poflefied more of the fpirit of his profeffion, than either of education or fcience, 
abfolutely refufed to accede. He faid at the board, 
that his confcience would not allow him to truft 
any fhip of his Majefty’s to a perfon who had not 
regularly been bred a Teaman. On being farther 
prefled upon the fubjetSf, Sir Edward declared, that 
he would fufFer his right hand to be cut off, before 
he would fign any fuch commiflion. In this he 
was, in fome degree, juftified by the mutinous be- 
haviour of Halley’s crew, who refufed to acknow- 
ledge the legal authority of their commander, and 
involved him in a difpute which was attended with 
pernicious confequences. Mr. Dalrymple, on the 
other hand, was equally fteady on requiring a com- 
pliance with the term? he had propofed Such was 
the ft ate of things, when Mr. Stephens, Secretary 
to the Admiralty, whofe difcrimination of the nu- 
merous charaifters, with whom by his ftation he is 
converfant, reflefts as much credit on his under- 
ftanding, as his upright and able conduit does on 
the office he has filled, for fo many years, and under 
fo many adminiftrations, with honour to himfelf 
and advantage to the public, obferved at the board, 
thar, fince Sir Edward Hawke and Mr. Dalrymple 
were equally inflexible, no method remained but 
that of finding out another perfon capable of the 
ftrvicc. He knew, he f*id, a Mr. Cook, who had 
been employed as Marine Surveyor of Newfound- 
land, who had been regularly educated in the Navy, 
in which he was a matter, and whom he judged to 
be fully qualified for the direition of the prefent 
undertaking. Mr. Stephens, at the fame time, re- 
commended it 10 the board, to take the opinion of 
Sir Hugh Pallifer, who had lately been Governor of Newfoundland, and was intimately acquainted with 
Cook’s character. Sir Hugh rejoiced in the oppor- tunity 
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tunity of ferving his frieed. He ftrengthened Mr. 
Stephens’s recommendation to the utmoft of his pow- 
er} and added many things in Mr. Cook’s favour, 
ariiing from the particular knowledge which he had 
of his abilities and merit. Accordingly, Mr. Cook 
was appointed to the command of the expedition by 
the Lords of the Admiralty; and, on this occafion, 
he was promoted to the rank of a Lieutenant in the 
Royal Navv, his commiffion bearing date on the 
twenty-fifth of May, 1768. 

When the appointment had taken place, the firft 
objedt was to provide a veflel adapted to' che purpofes 
of the voyage. This bufinefs was committed to Sir 
Hugh Pallifer ; who took Lieutenant Cook to his af- 
fiftance, and they examined together a great number 
of the fhips which then lay in the river Thames. At 
length, they fixed upon one, of three hundred and 
feventy tons, to which was given the name of the 
Endeavour. 

While preparations were making, for Lieutenant 
Cook’s expedition, Captain Wallis returned from 
his voyage round the world. The Earl of Morton, 
Prelident of the Royal Society, had recommended it 
to this gentleman, on his going out, to fix upon a 
proper place fo: obferving the tranfit of Venus. He 
kept accordingly, the objedf in view; and having 
difcovered, in the cpurfe of his enterprife, an Wand, 
called by him George’s Wand, but which hath fince 
been found to bear the name of Otaheite, he judged 
that Port Royal Harbour in this ifland would afford 
an eligible fituation for the purpofe. Having, imme- 
diately on his return to England, lignified his opinion 
to the Earl of Morton, the Captain’s id'-a was adopted 
by the Society, and an anfwer conformable to it was 
fent to the Commiffioners of the Admiralty, who had applied for diredfion? to what place the obfervers 
fhould be fent. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Charles Green, a gentleman who had long 

been afliftant to Dr/Bradley at the royal observa- 
tory at Greenwich, was united with Lieutenant 
Cook in conducing the afironomica! part of the 
voyage’; and, foon after their appointment, they 
received -ample inftrudlions, from the. Council of 
the Royal Society, with regard to the method of 
carrying on their inquiries. The Lieutenant was 
alfo accompanied by Jofeph Banks, Efq; (now Sjr 
Jofeph Banks, Bart.) and Dr. Solander, who, in 
the prime of life, and the hril of them at gre^t 
expence to himfelf, quitted all the gratifications of 
poliflied Society, and engaged in a very tediouf, fa- 
tiguing, and hazardous navigation, with the laudable views, of acquiring knowledge in general, of pro- 
moting natural knowledge in particular, and of con- 
tributing Something to the improvement and the hap- 
pinefs of the rude inhabitants of the earth. Though it was-the principal, it was hot the iole 
obje£l of Lieutenant Cook’s voyage to obierve the 
tranfit of Venus. A more accurate examination of 
the Pacific Ocean was committed to him, although 
in fubferviency to his main defign ; and, when his 
chief bufinefs was accomplished, he was directed to 
proceed in making farther difeoveries. in the great 
Southern Seas. 

The complement of Lieutenant Cook’s (hip ccn- 
fifled of eighty-four perfonr, befides the commander. 
Her victualling was for eighteen months ; and there 
were put on board of her ten carriage and twelve 
fwivel guns, together with an ample Lore of ammu- nition and other neceffaries. 

On the 25th of May, 1-768, Lieutenant Cook 
was appointed, by the Lords of the Admiralty, to the command of the Endeavour, in confequence of 
which he went on board on the 27th, and took 
charge of the Chip. She then lay in the bafon in Deptford- 
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Deptford-yard, where ftie continued to lie till fhe 

-was completely fitted for fea. On the 30th of July 
fhe failed down the river, and on the 13th of Auguft 
anchored in Plymouth Sound. The wind becoming 
fair on the 26th of that month, our navigators got 
under fail, and on the 13th of September anchored 
in Kunchiale Road, in the ifland of Madeira. 

While Lieutenant Cook and his company were in 
this ifland, they were treated with the utmoft kind- 
nefs and liberality by Mr. Cheap, the Englifh Conful 
there, and one of the moft coniiderable merchants in 
the town of Funchiale. He infifted upon their tak- 
ing pofleffion of his houfe, and furnifhed them with 
every poflible accommodation during their ftay at 
Madeira. They received, likewife, great marks of 
attention and civility from Dr. Thomas Heberden, 
the principal phyfician of the ifland, and brother to 
the excellent and learned Dr. William Heberden, of 
London. Dr. Thomas Heberden afforded all the 
afliftance in his power to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander 
in their botanical inquiries. 

It was not folely from the Englifh that the Lieute- 
nant and his friends experienced a kind reception. 
The fathers of the Francifcan convent difplayed a 
liberality of fentiment towards them, which might 
not have been expedled from Portuguefe friars ; and 
in a vifit which they paid to a convent of nuns, the 
ladies exprefled a particular pleafure in feeing them. 
At this vifit the good nuns gave an amufing proof of 
the progrefs they had made in the cultivation of their 
underhandihgs. Having heard that there were great 
philofophers among the Englifh gentlemen, they afk- ed them a variety of queftions ; one of which was, 
when it would thunder; and another, whether a 
fpring of frefh water, which was much wanted, was 
any where to be found within the walls of the convent. 

Eminent 



i8 CAPTAIN COOK. 
Eminent as our philofophers were, they were puzzled 
by thefe queftions. 

Lieutenant Cook, having laid in a frefli ftock of 
beef, water, and wine, fee fail from the ifland of 
Madeira, on the night of the 18th of September, 
and proceeded on his voyage. By the 7th of No- 
vember, feveral articles of thefhip’s provifions began 
to fall ftiort* for which reafon the Lieutenant deter- 
mined to put into Rio de Janeiro. This place he 
preferred to any other port in Brafil or to Falkland’s 
Blands, becaufe he could there be better fupplied 
with what he wanted, and had no doubt of meeting 
with a friendly reception. 

During the run between Madeira and Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Lieutenant Cook and the gentlemen in the 
Endeavour had an opportunity of determining a 
philofophical queftion.- On the evening of the 29th 
of October, they obferved that luminous appearance 
of the fea which hath fo often been mentioned by navigators, and which has been afenbed to fuch a 
variety of caufes. Flaftie' of light appeared to be emitted, exa£tly refembling thofe of lightning, 
though without being foxonfiderable; and fuch was 
the frequency of them, that fometunes eight or ten 
were vifible almoft at the fame moment. It was the opinion, of Mr. Cook and the other gentlemen, 
that thefe flalhes proceeded from fome luminous 
animal; and their opinion was confirmed by experi- 
ment. 

At Rio de Janeiro, in the port of which Lieute- 
nant Cbok came to an anchor on the 1 jth of No- 
vember, he did not meet with that polite reception 
that, perhaps, he had too (anguinely expected. His 
flay was fpent in continual altercations with the Viceroy, who appealed not a little jealous of the 
defNns of the Engl'ih: nor were ail the attempts 
of the Lieutenant to fet the matter right, capable 
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of producing any effe&. The Viceroy was by no 
means diftinguifhed either by his knowledge or his 
love of fcience j and the grand obje£t of Mr. Cook’s 
expedition was quite beyond his comprehenfion. 
When he was told the Englifh were bound to the fouthward, by order of the Britannic Majefty, to 
obferve a tranfit of the planet Venus over the fun, 
an aftronomical phcenomenon of great importance to 
navigation, he could form no other conception of 

: the matter, than that it was the paffing of the North 
ftar, through the South pole. 

During the whole of the conteft with the Vice- 
roy, Lieutenant Cook behaved with equal fpirit and 
difcretion. A fupply of water and other neceflaries 
could not be refufed him, and thefe were got on 
board by the ift of December. On that day the 
Lieutenant fent to the Viceroy for a pilot to carry 
the Endeavour to fea; but the wind preventing the 
(hip from getting out, {he was obliged to ftay fome 
time longer in the harbour. A Spanifti packet hav- 
ing arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the ad of December, 
with difpatches from Buenos Ayres for Spain, the 
commander, Don Antonio de Monte Negro yVe- 
lafco, offered, with great politenefs, to convey the 
letters of the Englifh to Europe. I his favour Lieu-, 
tenant Cook accepted, and gave Don Antonio a pac- 
ket for the fecretary of the Admiralty, containing 
copies of all the papers that had paffed between him- 
felf and the Viceroy. He.left, alfo, duplicates with 
the Viceroy, that he might forward them, if he 
thought proper, to Lifbon. 

On the 5th of December, it being a dead calm, J our navigators weighed anchor, and towed down the 
Bay; but, to their great alfonifhmenf, two {hot 1 were fired at them, when they had gotten abreaft 
of Santa Cruz, the principal foitification of the 
harbour. Lieutenant Cook immediately caft anchor, 
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•and fent to the fort to demand the reafon of. this 
Conduft; the anfwer to which wa«, that the-com- 
mandant had received no order from the Viceroy to 
let the fhip pafs ; and that, without fuch an order, 
no veflel was ever fufFered to go bdow the fort. 
It now became neceffitry td fend to the Viceroy, to inquire why the order had: not been given ; and his 
behaviour appealed the more extraordinary, as notice 
had been t anfmitted to him of the departure of the 
Englifh, and he had thought proper to write a polite 
letter to Mr. Cook, wilhing. him a good voyage. The Lieutenant’s meflenger foon returned, with itlie 
information that the order had been written feveral 
days, and that its not having been fent had arifen 
from fome unaccountable negligence. It was not 
till the yth of December that the Endeavour got un- 
der fail. 

In the account which Lieutenant Cook has given 
of Rio de Janeiro, and the country around it, one circumftance is recorded, which cannot be otherwife 
than very painful to humanity. It is the horrid ex- 
pence of life at which the gold mines are wrought. 
No lefs than forty thoufand negroes are annually im- 
ported for this purpofe, on the King of Portugal’s 
account; and the Englilh were credibly informed, 
that, in the year 1766, this number fell folhort, that 
twenty thoufand men were drafted from the town of 
Rio. 

From Rio de Janeiro* Lieutenant Cook purfued 
his voyage; and, on the 14th of January, 1769, 
entered the Streight of Le Maire, at which time 
the tide drove the fhip out with fo much violence, 
and raifed fuch a fea off Cape St. Diego, that fhe 
frequently pitched, fo that the bowfprit was under 
water. On the next day, the Lieutenant anchored, 
hr ft before a fm all cove, which was underftood to be 
Port Maurice, and afterwards in the Bay of Good Succefs. 
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Succefs. While the Endeavour was in this ftation, 
happened the memorable adventure of Mr. Banks, 
Dr. Solander, Mr. Monkhoufe the Surgeon, and 
Mr. Green the aftronomer, together with their at- 
tendants and fervants, and two feamen, in afcending 
a mountain to fearch for plants. In this expedition, 
they were all of them expofed to the utmoft extremity of danger and of cold ; Dr. Solander was feized with 
a torpor which had nearly proved fatal to his life ; 
and two black fervants aftually died. Wlv-n the 
gentlemen had, at length, on the fecond day of their 
adventure, gotten back to the Ihip, they congratu- 
lated each' other on their fafety, with a joy that can 
only be felt by thofe who have experienced equal pe- 
rils ; and Mr. Cook was relieved from a very painful 
anxiety. It was a dreadful teftimony of the feverity 
of the climate, that this event took place when it 
was the midft of fummer in that part of the world, 
and at the clofe of a day the beginning of which was 
as mild and warm as the month of May ufually is in 
England. 

In the paffage through the Streights of Le Maire, 
Lieutenant Cook and his ingenious afibciates had an 
opportunity of gaining a confiderable degree of ac- 
quaintance with the inhabitants of the adjoining 
country. Here it was that they faw human nature 
in its lowed form. The natives appeared to be the 
moft deftitute and forlorn, as well as the mbft ftupid, 
of the children of men. Their lives are fpent in wandering about the dreary wades that furrouhd 
them; and their dwellings aie no; other than wretch- 
ed hovels of dicks and grafs, which not only admit 
the wind, but the fnow and the rain. They1 are 
almod naked ; and fo devoid are they of every »on- 
venience which is furniftied by the rudeft art, that they have not fo much as an implement to dreft 
their food. Nevei thelefs, they feemefd to have n6 

with 
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wifti for acquiring more than they poflefled ; nor did 
any thing that was offered them by the Englifli ap- 
pear acceptable but beads, as an ornamental fuper- 
fluity of life. A conclufion is hence drawn by Dr. 
Hawkefworth, that thefe people may be upon a level 
with ourfelyes, in refpe£t to the happinefs they en- 
joy. This however, is a pofition which ought not 
haftily to be admitted. It is, indeed, a beautiful 
circumftance, in the order of Divine Providence, 
that the rudeft inhabitants of the earth, and thofe 
who are fituated in the moft unfavourable climates, 
fhould not be fenfible of their difadvantages. But 
ftill it muft be allowed, that their happinefs is 
greatly inferior, both in kind and degree, to that 
intelle£hial, focial, and moral felicity which is ca- 
pable of being attained in a highly cultivated date cf 
fociety. 

In voyages to the South Pacific ocean, the deter- 
mination of the beft paffage from the Atlantic is 
a point of peculiar importance. It is well known 
what prodigious difficulties were experfenced in this 
refpedi by former navigators. The doubling of 
Cape Horn, in particular, was fo much dreaded, 
that, in the general opinion, it was far more eli- 
gible to pafs through the Streight of Magalhaens. 
Lieutenant Cook hath fully afcertained the errone- 
oufnefs of this opinion. He was but three-and- 
thirty days in coming round the land of Terra 
del Fuego, from the eaft entrance of the Streight 
of Le Maire, till he had advanced about twelve 
degrees to the weftward, and three and a half to 
the northward of the Streight of Magalhaens; and, 
during this time, the Ihip fcarcely received any da- 
mage. Whereas, if he had come into the Pacific 
Ocean by that paffage, he would not have been 
able to accomplifh it in lefs than three months; 
befides vyhich, his people would have been fatigued. 
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and the anchors, cables, fails, and rigging of the 
veflel much injured. By the courfe he purfued, 
none of thefe inconveniences were fuffered. In 
fhort. Lieutenant Cook, by his own example in 
doubling Cape Horn, by his accurate afcertainment 
of the latitude and longitude of the places he came 
to, and by his inftrudtions to future voyagers, per- 
formed the moft efiential fervices to this part of na- 
vigation. 

It was on the 26th of January that the Endeavour 
took her departure from Cape Horn ; and it appeared, 
that, from that time to the ift of March, during a 
run of fix hundred and fixty leagues, there was no 
current which affe&ed the Ihip. Hence it was highly 
probable that our navigators had been near nO land of 
any confiderable extent, currents being always found 
when land is not remote. 

In the profecution of Lieutenant Cook’s voyage 
from Cape Horn to Otaheite, feveral iflands were 
discovered, to which the names were given of La- 
goon Hland, Thrumb-cap, Bow Ifland, The Groups, 
Bird Ifland, and Chain Ifland. It appeared that moft 
Of thefe ifiands were inhabited; and the verdure, and 
groves of palm-trees, which were vifible upon fome 
of them, gave them the afpedf of a terreftrial para- 
dife to men who, excepting the dreary hills of Terra 
del Fuego, had feen nothing for a long time but (ky and water, 

On the nth of April, the Endeavour arrived in 
fight of Otaheite, and on the jjth file came to an 
anchor in Port Royal Bay, which is called Matavai 
by the natives. As the ftay of the Englifh in the 
ifland was not likely to be very fhort, and much de- 
pended on the manner in which traffic fhould be 
carried on with the inhabitants, Lieutenant Cook, 
with great good fenie and humanity, drew up a let 
of regulations for the behaviour of his people, and gave 
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gave it in command that they fliould punctually be | 
obferved. The rules were as follow: I. To endeavour, by 
eVety fair means, to cultivate a friendfhip with the 
natives; and to treat them with all imaginable hu- 
manity. II. A proper perfon, or perfons, will be 
appointed to trade with the natives for all manner of 
provifions, fruit, and other productions of the e^ith ; ' 
and no officer or feaman, or other perfon belonging 
to the fliip, excepting fuch as are fo appointed, (hall 
trade, or offer to trade, for any fott of provifion, 
fruit, or other productions of the earth, unlefs they 
have leave fo to do. III. Every perfon employed 
on (hore on any duty whatfuever, is ttriClly to at- 
tend on the fame; and if by any neglect he lofeth 
any of his arms, or working tools, or fufftrs 
them to be ftolen, the full value thereof will 
be charged againft his pay, according to the cuf- 
tom of the Navy in fuch cafes, and he (hall re- 
ceive fuch farther punifhment as the nature of the 
offence may deferve. IV. The fame penalty will 
be infliCted c-i every perfon who is found to em- 
bezzle, trade, or offer to trade, with any part of 
the (hip’s (lores, of what nature foever. V. No 
fort of iron, or any thing that is made of iron, or any 
fort of cloth, or other ui'eful or necefl'ai y articles, are 
to be given in exciKihge for any thing but provifion. J. Cook. 

One of the firft things that occupied the Lieu- 
tenant’s attention, after his arrival at Otaheite, was 
to prepare for the execution of his grand commiffiOn. 
For this purpofe, as, in an excurfton to the weft- 
ward, he had not found any more convenient har- 
bour than that in which tne Endeavour lay, he de- termined to go on (Ivore and fix upon fome fpot, 
commanded by the guns of the (hip, where he might throw 
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throw up a finall fort for defence, and get every thing 
ready for making the aftronomical obfervation. 
Accordingly, he took a party of men, and landed, 
being accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
and Mr. Green. They foon fixed upon a place very 
proper for the r dcfign, and which was at a confide- 
rable diftance from any habitation of the natives. 
While the gentlemen were marking out the ground 
which they intended to occupy, and feeing a fmall 
tent ere&ed that belonged to Mr. Banks, a great 
number of the people of the country gathered gra- 
dually around them, but with no holtile appear- 
ance,, as there was not among the Indians a Angle 
weapon of any kind. Mr. Cook however, inti- 
mated that none of, them were to come within the 
line he had drawn, excepting one, who appeared to 
be a chief, and Owhaw, a native who had attached 
himfelfto the Englift\, both in Captain Wallis’s ex- 
pedition and in the prefent voyage. The Lieutenant 
endeavoured to make thefe two perfons underftand 
that the ground which -had been marked out was 
only wanted to fleep upon for a certain number of 
nights, and that then it would be quitted. Whe- 
ther his meaning was comprehended or not, he could 
not certainly determine; but the people behaved 
with a deference and r'efpect that could fcarcely have 
been expe£ted, and which were highly pleafing. 
They fat down without the circle, peaceably and 
uninterruptedly attending to the progrefs of the 
bulinefs, which was upwards of two hours in com- 
pleting. 

This matter being finifhed, and Mr. Cook hav- 
ing appointed thiiteen marines and a petty officer 
to gua;d the tent, he and the gentlemen with him 
fet out upon a little excurfion into the woods of the 
country. They had not, however, gone far, before 
they were brought back by a very dilagreeable event. 

2 One 
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One of the Indians, who remained about the tent 
after the Lieutenant and his friends had left ir, 
watched an opportunity of taking the eentry at un- 
awares, and fnatched away his inufquet. Upon 
this, the petty offic r who commanded the party, 
and who was a Midfhipman, ordered the marines 
to fire. With equal want of confideration, and, 
perhaps, with equal inhumanity, the men imme- 
diately difcharged their pieces among the thickeft 
of the flying crowd, who confifted of more than a 
hundred. It being obfervtd that the thief did not 
fall, he was purfutd, and {hot dead. From fubfe- 
quent information it happily ..ppeared, that none of the natives bdicies were either killed or woundeA. 

Lieutenant Cook, who was highly difpleafed 
with the conduct of the petty officer, ufed every 
method in his power to difpel the terrors and appre- 
henfions of the Indians, but not immediately with 
efFedt. The next morning but few of the inhabi- 
tants were feen upon the beach, and not one of 
them earns off to the {hip. What added particu- 
larly to the regret of the Englifti was, that even 
Owhaw, who had hitherto been fo conflant in his 
attachment, and who the day before had been re- 
markably a£five in endeavouring to renew the 
peace which had been broken, did not now make 
his appearance. In the evening, however, when the 
Lieutenant went on ftiore with only a boat’s crew 
and fome of the gentlemen, between thirty and forty 
of the natives gathered around them, and traf- 
ficked with them, in a friendly manner, for cocoa- 
nuts and other fruit. 

On the 17th, Mr. Cook and Mr. Green fet up 
a tent on fhore, and fpent the night there, in order 
to obferve an Lclipfe of the firft fate.iite of 
Jupiter; but they met with a difappoimment, in 
confequence of the ‘weather’s becoming cloudy. The 

Z 
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The next day, the Lieutenant, with as many of 
his people as could poffibly be fpared from the fhip, 
began to ereft the fort. While the Englifh were 
employed in this bufinefs, many of the Indians 
were fo far from hindering, that they voluntarily 
afllfted them, and with great alacrity brought the 
pickets and fafeines from the wood where they had 
been cut. Indeed fo fcrupulous had Mr. Cook 
been of invading their property, that every flake 
which was ufed was purchafed, and not a tree was 
cut down till their confent had firft been obtained. 

On the 26th, the Lieutenant mounted fix fwivel 
guns upon the fort, on which occafion he faw, with 
concern, that the natives were alarmed and ter- 
rified. Some fifliermen who lived upon the point, 
removed to a greater diftance; and Owhaw in- 
formed the Englifli, by figns, of his expectation that 
in four days they would fire their great guns. 

The Lieutenant, on the fucceedmg day, gave a 
linking proof of his regard to juftice, and of his 
care to preferve the inhabitants from injury and 
violence, by the punifhment he infliCted on the 
butcher of the Endeavour, who was accufed of hav- 
ing threatened, or attempted, the life of a woman 
that was the wife of Tubourai Tomaide, a chief 
remarkable for his attachment to our navigators. 
The butcher wanted to purehafe of her a flone 
hatchet for a nail. To this bargain fhe abfolutely 
refufed to accede ; upon which the fellow catched 
up the hatchet, and threw down the nail; threaten- 
ing, at the fame time, that if foe made any refin- 
ance, he would cut her throat with a reaping hook 
which he had in his hand. The charge was fo 
fully proved in the prefence of Mr. Banks, and the 
butcher had fo little to fay in exculpation of him- 
felf, that not the leaft doubt remained of his guilt. 
The aft’air being reported by Mr. Banks to Lieu- 

tenant 
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tenant Cook, he took an opportunity, when the 
Chief and his women, with others of the natives, 
were on board the (hip, to call up the offender, and, 
after recapitulating the accufation and the proof of 
it, to give orders for his immediate punifhmenr. 
While the butcher was ftripped, and tied up to 
the rigging the Indians preferved a fixed attention, 
and waited for the event in filent fufpence. But 
as foon as the firfl ftroke was inflifted, fuch was the 
humanity of thefe people, that they interfered with 
great agitation, and earneftly intreated that the reft 
of the punifhment might be remitted. To this, 
however, the Lieutenant, for various reafons, could 
not grant his confent; and, when they found that 
their interceffions were ineffe&ual, they manifefted 
their compaffion by tears. 

On the firft of May, the ohfervatory was fet up, 
and the aftronomical quadrant, together with fome 
other inftruments, was taken on fhore. When, on 
the next morning, Mr. Cook and Mr. Green 
landed for the purpofe of fixing the quadrant in a 
fituation for ule, to their inexprefiible furpfize and 
concern it was not to be found. It had been de- 
pofited n a tent referved for the Lieutenant’s ufe, 
where no one had flept: it had never been taken out 
of the packing cafe, and the whole was of con- fiderable weight: none of the other inftruments 
were miffing ; and a centinel had been pofted the 
whole night within five yards of the tent. Thefe 
circumftances induced a fufpicion that the robbery 
might have been committed by fome of our own 
people, who having feen a deal box, and not know- 
ing the contents, might imagine that it contained nails, or other articles for traffic with the natives. 
The moft diligent fearch, therefore, was made, and 
a large reward was offered for the finding of the quadrant, but with no degree of fuccefs. In this 

exigency. 
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exigency, Mr. Banks was of eminent fervice. As 
this gentleman had more influence over the Indians 
than any other perfon on board the Endeavour, and 
as there could now be little doubt of the quadrant’s 
having been conveyed away by fome of the natives, 
he determined to go in fearch of it into the woods; 
and it was recovered in confequence of his judi- 

; cious and fpirited exertions. The pleafure with 
which it was brought back was equal to the impor- 

! tance of the event; for the grand object of the voy- 
age could not otherwife have been accomplifhed. 

Another embarraffment, though not of fo ferious 
a nature, was occafioned on the very fame day, by 
one of our officers having inadvertently taken into 
cuftody Tootahah, a chief who had conne<5ted him- 
felf in the moft friendly manner with the Englifh. 
Lieutenant Cook, who had given exprefs orders 
that none of the Indians fhould be confined, and 
who, therefore, was equally furprifed and con- cerned at this tranfadlion, inftantly fet Tootahah 
at liberty. So ftrongly had this Indian been poflefled 
with the notion that it was intended to put him to 
death, that he could not be perfuaded to the con- 
trary till he was led out of the fort. His joy at his 
deliverance was fo great that it difplayed itfelf in a 
liberality which our people were very unwilling to 
partake of, from a confcioufnefs that on this oc- 
cafion they had no claim to the reception of favours. 
The impreffion, however, of the confinement of 
the chief operated with fuch force upon the minds 

! of the natives, that few of them appeared; and the 
’ market was fo ill fupplied, that the Englifh were 1 in want of neceflaries. At length, by the prudent 

exertions of Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Banks, and 
Dr. Solander, the friendfhip of Tootahah was 
completely recovered, and the reconciliation worked 

N upon 
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upon the Indians like a charm ; for it was no fooner 
known that he had gone voluntarily on Hoard the 
Endeavour, than bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and 
other provifions, were brought to the fort in great 
plenty. 

The Lieutenant and the reft of the gentlemen had 
hitherto, with a laudable difcretion, bartered only 
beads for the articles of food now mentioned. But 
the market becoming flack, they were obliged for 
the firft time, on the 8th of May, to bring out 
their nails} and fuch was the eftect of this new 
commodity, that one of the fmalleft flze, which 
was about four inches long, procured twenty cocoa- 
nuts, and bread-fruit in proportion. 

It was not till the tenth of the month that our 
voyagers learned that the Indian name of the ifland 
was Otaheite, by which name it hath flnce been 
always diftinguifhed. 

On Sunday the 14th, an inftance was exhibited 
of the inattention of the natives to our modes of re- 
ligion. The Lieutenant had directed that divine 
fervice fhould be performed at the fort; and he was 
defirous that fome of the principal Indians fhould be 
prefent. Mr. Banks fecured the attendance of 
Tubourai Tam aide and his wife Tomio, hoping 
that it would give occafion to fome inquiries on 
their part, and to fome inftrurftion in return. 
During the whole fervice, they very attentively ob- 
ferved Mr. Banks’s behaviour, and flood, fat, or 
kneeled, as they law him do ; and they appeared to 
be fenftble that it was a ferious and important em- ployment in which the Engl fh were engaged. 
But when the worfhip was ended, neither of them 
afked any queflioils, nor would they attend to any 
explanations which were attempted to be given of 
what had been performed. As 
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As the d;iy approached for executing the grand 

purpofe of the voyage, Lieutenant Cook deter- 
mined, in confequence of fome hints which he had 
received from the Karl of Morton, to fend out two 
parties, to obferve the tranfit of Venus from other 
fituations. By this means he hoped that the fuc- 
cefs of the obfervation would be fecured, if there 
fhould happen to be any failure at Otaheite. Ac- 
cordingly, on Thurfday the ift of June, he dif- 
patched Mr. Gore in the long boat to Eimeo, a neighbouring ifland, together with Mr. Monk- 
houfe, and Mr. Sporing, a gentleman belonging to 
Mr. Banks. They were furnifhed by Mr. Green 
with proper inftrumems. Mr. Banks himfelf chofe 
to go upon this expedition, in which he was ac- 
companied by Tubourai Tamaide and Tomio, and 
by others of the natives. Early the .next morning, 
the Lieutenant font Mr. Hicks, in the pinnace 
wiih Mr. Clerk and Mr. Pickerfgill, and Mr. 
Saunders, one of the midflaipmen, ordering them 
to fix upon fome convenient fpot to the eaftward, 
at a diftance from the principal obfervatory, where 
they alfo might employ the inftruments they were 
provided with for obferving the tranfit. 

The anxiety for fuch weather as would be fa- 
vourable to the fuccefs of the experiment, was 
powerfully felt by all the parties concerned. They could not fleep in peace the preceding night: but 
their apprehenfions were happily removed by the 
finds riling, on the morning of the 3d of June, 
without a cloud. The weather continued with 
equal ckarnefs through the whole of the day; fo 
that the obfervation was fuccefsfully made in every 
quarter. At the fort, where Lieutenant Cook, 
Mr. Green, and Dr. Solander were ftationed, the 
whole paffage of the planet Venus over the fun’s 
difk was obferved with great advantage. The 

N 2 magnifying 
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magnifying power of Dr. Solander’s telefcope was 
fuperior to that of thofe which belonged to the 
Lieutenant and to Mr. Green. They all faw an 
atmofphere or duflcy cloud round the body of the 
planet; which much difturbed [the times of con- 
ta<Sl, and efpecially of the internal ones; and, in 
their accounts of thefe times, they differed from 
each other in a greater degree than might have been 
expe&ed. According to Mr. Green, 

The firft external contact, or firfl appear- h. m. s. ance of Venus on the fun, was - - - 9 aj 42 The firft internal contaA, or total immer- fion, was   9 44 4 The fecond internal contad, or beginning of the emerfion, was ------- - 3 14 8 The fecond external contatft, or total emer- Con, was  3 3a 10 The latitude of the obfervatory was found to he 17° 29' ry'; and the longitude 149° 32'30 weft of Greenwich. 
A more particular account of this great aftrono- 
mical event, the providing for the accurate obferva- 
tion of which refle&s fo much honour on his Majef- 
ty’s munificent patronage of fcience, may be feen 
in the fixty-firft volume of the Philofopbical Tranf- 
a&ions. 

The pleafure which Lieutenant Cook and his 
friends derived from having thus fuccefsfully accom- 
plifited the firft grand object of the voyage, was not 
a little abated by the conduct of fome of the fhip^s 
company, who, while the attention of the officers 
was engroffed by the tranfit of Venus, broke into 
one of the ftore-rooms, and Itole a quantity of 
fpikenails, amounting to no lefs than an hundred 
weight. This was an evil of a public and ferious r a- 
ture ; for thefe nails, if injudicioufly circulated among 
the Indians, would be produ£Hve of irreparable injury 
to the Englith, by reducing the value of iron, their ftaple 

if 
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ftaple commodity. One of the thieve?, from whom 
only feven nails were recovered, was detected ; but, 
though the punifhment of two dozen lalhes was in- 
flidted upon him, he would not impeach any of his 
accomplices. 

Upon account of the abfence of the two parties 
who had been fent out to obferve the tranfit, the 
King’s birth day was celebrated on the 5th, inftead 
of the 4th of June ; and the feftivicy of the day muft 
have been greatly heightened by the happy fucCef s 
with which his Majefty’s liberality had been 
crowned. 

On the 12th, Lieutenant Cook was again re- 
duced to the necelfity of exerciiing the feverity of 
difcipline. Complaint having been made to him, 
by certain of the natives, that two of the Lamen 
had taken from them feveral bows and arrows, and 
fome firings of plated hair, and the charge being fully fupported, he punifhed each of the criminals 
with two dozen lafhes. 

On the fame day it was difcovered, that Ota- 
heite, like other countries in a certain period of 
fociety, has its bards and its minftrels. Mr. Banks, 
in his morning’s walk, had met with a number of 
natives, who appeared, upon inquiry, to be travel- ling muficiansj and having learned where they were 
to be at night, all the gentlemen of the Endeavour 
repaired to the place. The band confifted of two 
flutes and three drums ; and the drummers accom- 
panied the mufic with their voices. To the furprife 
of the E-nglifh gentlemen, they found that them- 
felves were generally the fubjedt of the fong, wnich 
was unpremeditated. Thefe minftrels were con- 
tinually going about from place to place ; and they 
were rewarded by the mafter of the houfe and t e 
audience, with fuch things as they wanted. 

The 
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The repeated thefts which were commited by'the 

inhabitants of Otaheite brought our voyagers into 
frequent difficulties, and it required all the wifdom 
of Lieutenant Cook to conduit himfelf in a proper 
manner. His fentiments on the fubject di(played 
the liberality of his mind. He thought it of con- 
fequence, to put an end, if poffibkj to thievifh 
praitices at once, by doing fomething that Ihould 
engage the natives in general to prevent them, from 
a,, regard to their common intereft. Striit orders 
had been given by him, that they fliould not be 
fired upon, .even when they were detected in at- 
tempting to ileal any of the Lnglifh property. For 
this the Lieutenant had many reafons. The com- 
mon centinels were in no degree fit to be entruffed 
with a power of life and death ; neither did Mr. 
Cook think that the thefts committed by the Ota- 
heitans deferved fo feycre a punifhment. They 
were not born under the law of England ; nor was it 
one of the conditions under which they claimed the 
benefits of civil fociety, that their lives ftiould be 
forfeited, unlefs they abfiained from theft. As the 
Lieutenant was not willing that the natives fliould 
be expofed to fire-arms loaded with foot, neither 
did he approve .of firing only with powder, which, 
if repeatedly found to be harmiefs, would at length 
be defpifed. At a time when a confidersble robbery 
had been committed, an accident furmffced him with 
what he hoped would be a happy expedient for pre- 
venting future attempts of the fame kind. Above 
twenty of the failing canoes of the inhabitants came 
in with a fupply of fifh. Upon thefc Lieutenant 
Cook immediately feixed,- and, having brought 
them into the river behind the fort, gave notice, 
that unlefs the things which had been ilolen were 
returned, the canoes fhould be burnt. This me- 
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he ventured to publifli from a full coiivi&ion that, 
as reftitutioo was thus made a common caufe, the 
ftolen goods would all of them fpeedily be brought 
back. In this, however, he was miftaken. An iron 
coal-rake, indeed, was reftored ; upon which great 
felicitation was made for the releafe of the canoes; 
but heftill infilled on his original condition. When 
the next day came, he was much furprifed to find 
that nothing farther had been returned ; and, as the 
people were in the utmoft diftrefs for the filh, which 
would in a fhort time be fpoilt, he was reduced to the 
difagreeable alternative, either of releafing the ca- noes, contrary to what he had folemnly and publicly declared, or of detaining them, to the great damage 
of thofe who were innocent. As a temporary expe- 
dient, he permitted the natives to take the filh, but 
ftill detained the canoes. So far was this meafure 
from being attended with advantage, that it was pro- 
dudlive of new confufion and injury; for as it was 
not eafy at once todiftinguifn to what particular per- 
fons the feveral lots of filh belonged, the canoes were 
plundered by thofe who had no right to any part of their cargo. At length, moll preffing inftances be- 
ing ftill made for the reftoration of the canoes, and 
Lieutenant Cook having reafon to believe, either that the things for which he detained them were not in 
the illand, or that thofe who fuffered by their deten- 
tion were abfolutely incapable of prevailing upon the 
thieves to relinquifh their booty, he determined, 
though not immediately, to comply with the folici- 
tations of the natives. Our commander was, how- ever, not a little mortified at the ill fuccefs of his 
projedl. 

About the fame time, another accident occurred, 
which, notwithftanding all the caution of our prin- 
cipal voyagers, was very near embroiling them with 
the Indians. The lieutenant having fent a boat on 

iliore 
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Ihore to get ballaft for the (hip, the officer not im- 
mediately finding ftones fuitable to the purpofe, be- 
gan to pull down fome part of an inclofure in which 
the inhabitants\ had depofited the bones of their 
dead. This aitlon a number of the natives vio- 
lently oppofed ; and a mefienger came down to the 
tents, to acquaint the gentlemen that no fuch thing 
would be fuffered. Mr. Banks dire&ly repaired to 
the place, and foon put an amicable end to the 
conteft, by fending the boat’s crew to the river, 
where a ('efficient quantity of ftones might be 
gathered without a poffibility of giving offence. 
Theft- Indian; appeared to be much more alarmed at 
any injury which they apprehended to be done to the 
dead than to the living. This was the only meafure 
in u'hich they ventured to oppofe the Englifh : and 
the only infult that was ever offered to any individual 
belonging to the Endeavour was upon a fimilar oc- 
pafiou. It fhould undoubtedly be the concern of all 
voyagers, to abftain from wantonly offending the 
religious prejudices of the people among whom they 

To extend the knowledge of navigation and the 
fphere of difcovery, objedls which we need not fay 
that Lieutenant Cook kept always fteadily in view, 
he fet out, in the pinnace, on the 26th of June, 
accompanied with Mr. Banks, to make the circuit 
of the ifland. The particulars of this circuit, in 
which;the Lieutenant and his companions were once 
thrown into great alarm by the apprehended lofs of 
the boat, are fully related in Dr. Hawkefworth’s 
Narrative. By this expedition, Mr. Cook obtained 
an acquaintance with the feveral diftri&s of Ota- 
heite, the chiefs who prefided over them, and a 
variety of curious circumftances refpefling the man- 
ners and cuftoms of the inhabitants. On the firft 
of July, he got back to the fort at Matavia, having found 
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found the circuit of the iiland, including the two 
peninfulas of which it coniifted, to be about thirty 
leagues. 

The circumnavigation of Otaheite was followed 
by an expedition of Mr. Banks’s to trace the river 
up the valley from which it iflues, and examine how 
far its banks were inhabited. During this excurfion, 
he difcerned many traces of fubterraneous fire. The 
Hones, like thofe of Madeira, di(played evident to- 
kens of having been burnt; and the very clay upon 
the hills had the fame appearance. 

Another valuable employment of Mr. Banks was 
the planting of a great quantity of the feeds of 
water-melons, oranges, lemons, limes, and other 
plants and trees which he had collected at Rio de 
Janeiro. For thefe he prepared ground on each fide 
of the fort, and fele£ted as many varieties of foil as 
could be found. He gave, alfo, liberally of thefe 
feeds to the natives, and planted many of them in the 
woods. 

Lieutenant Cook now began to prepare for his de- 
parture. On the 7th of July, the carpenters were 
employed in taking down the gates and pallifadoes of the fortification ; and it was continued to be dif- 
mantled during the two following days. Our com- 
mander and the reft of the gentlemen were in hopes that they fhould quit Otaheite without giving or 
receiving any farther offence; but in this refpeiil 
they were unfortunately difappointed. The Lieu- 
tenant had prudently overlooked a difpute of a (mai- ler nature between a couple of foreign feamen and 
fonte of the Indians, when he was immediately in- 
volved in a quarrel which he greatly regretted, and 
which yet it was totally out of his power to avoid. 
In the middle of the night, between the 8th and the 
9th, Clement Webb and Samuel Gibfon, two of 
the marines, went privately from the fort. As they 
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were rot to be found in the morning, Mr. Cook 
was apprehenfive that they intended to ftay behind ; 
but, being unwilling to endanger the harmony and 
good-will which at prefent fubfifted between our 
people and the natives, he determined to wait a day 
for the chance of the men’s return. As, to the 
great concern of the Lieutenant, the marines were 
not come back on the morning of the toth, inquiry 
was made after them of the Indians, who acknow- 
ledged that each of them had taken a wife, and 
had refolved to become inhabitants of the country. 
After fome deliberation, two of the natives under- 
took to conduft fuch perfohs to the place of the 
deferters’ retreat as Mr. Cook fhouid think proper 
to fend; and accordingly he difpatehed with the 
guides a petty officer, and the corporal of the ma- 
rines. As it was of the utmoft importance to re- 
cover the men, and to do it fpeedily, it was inti- 
mated to feveral of the chiefs who were in the fort 
with the women, among whom were Tubourai 
Tomaide, Tomio, and Uborea, that they would 
not be permitted to leave it till the fugitives were returned ; and the Lieutenant had the pleafure of 
obferving that they received the intimation with very 
little indications of alarm, and with affurances that 
his people (hould be ftc«red, and fent back as foon 
as poffible. While this tranfadhon took place at the 
fort, our commander fent Mr. Hicks, in the pin- 
nace, to fetch Tootahah on board the fh:p. Mi. 
Cook had reafon to expedh, if the Indian guides 
proved faithful, that the deferters, and thofe who 
went in fearch of them, would return before the 
evening. Being difappoirted, his fufpicions en- 
creafed, and thinking it not fafe, when the night approached, to let the perfons whom he had de- 
tained as hoftrges continue at the fort, he ordered 
Tubourai Tomaide, Oberea, and fome others, to be 
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be taken on board the Endeavour; a circumftance which excited fc general an alarm, that feveral of 
theip, and efpecially the women, exprelled their apprehenfions with great emotion and many tears. 
Webb, about nine o’clock, was brought back by 
fome of the natives, who declared that Gibfon, and 
the petty officer and corporal, would not be reftor- ed till Tootahah fhould be fet at liberty. Lieu- 
tenant Cook now found that the tables were turned 
upon him ; but, having proceeded too far to retreat* 
he immediately difpatched Mr. Hicks in the long“ 
boat, with a ftrong party of men, to refeue the pri- 
soners. Tootahah was, at the fame time, inform- 
ed, that it behoved him to fend fome of his people 
with them, for the purpofeof affording them effec- 
tual affiftance. With this injunciion he readily com- 
plied, and the prifoners were reftored without the 
leaft oppofitioo. On the next day they were brought 
back to the Ihip, uponwhich the chiefs were releafed 
from their confinement. Thus ended an affair which 
had given the Lieutenant a great deal of trouble and 
concern. It appears, however, that the meafure 
which he purfued was the refult of an abfolute necei- fity; fince it was only by the feizure of the chiefs 
that he could have recovered his men. Love was 
ihe feducer of the two maiines. So ftrong was the 
attachment which they had formed to a couple of 
girls, that it was their defign to conceal themfelves 
till the Ihip had failed, and to take up their refidence 
in the ifland. 7'upia was one of the natives who had fo parti- 
cularly devoted himfelf to the Englifh, that he had 
fcarcely ever been abfent from them during the whole 
of their ftay at Otaheite. He had been Oberea’s 
firft minifter, while fhe was in the height of her 
power; and he was alfo chief prieft of the country. 
To his knowledge of the religious principles and 

ceremonies 
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ceremonies of the Indians, he added great experience 
in navigation, and a particular acquaintance with the 
number and fituation of the neighbouring iflands. 
This man had often exprefl'ed a defire to go with our 
navigators ; and when they were ready to depart, he 
came on board, with a boy about thirteen years of 
age, and intreated that he might be permitted to pro- 
ceed with them on their vbyage. To have fuch a 
perfon in the Endeavour, was defirable on many ac- 
counts ; and, therefore, Lieutenant Cook gladly ac- 
ceded to his propofal. 

On the thirteenth of July the Englifh weighed 
anchor; and as foon a the Ihip was under fail, the 
Indians on board took their leaves, and wept, with a 
decent and filent forrow, in which there was fome- 
thing very ftriking and tender. Tupia fuftained him- 
felf in this fcene with a truly admirable firmnefs and 
refol.ution ; for, though he wept, the effort he made 
to conceal his tears concurred, with them, to do him 
honour. 

The flay of our voyagers at Otaheite was three 
months, the greater part of which time was fp?nt in 
the moft cordial friendfhip with the inhabitants, and 
a perpetual recipiocation of good offices. I hey weighed anchor July 13, 1769. 

To give a particular account of all the places vi- 
fjted by Mr. Cook, in the courfe of this voyage, 
would be tedious; let it therefore be fufficient to 
fay, that after afcerta’ming New Zealand to be two 
iflands, and after fpending fix months in exploring 
their coafls, he made for New Holland, where he 
anchored, in Botany Bay, on the 2&th of April, 
1770. Great part of the coafts of this extenlive 
country Mr. Cook examined alfo, and finding on 
his arrival at Batavia, to which he had diredted his 
courie, that it would be dangerous to proceed to 
Europe, without infpedting the Endeavour’s bottom, 
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he requefted leave from the Governor to heave her 
down, which was readily complied with. Before the 
vefiel was refitted, the dreadful efFe&s of that un- 
healthy climate were feverely felt. Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander were attacked by fevers, and in a little 
time almoft every perfon, both on board and on 
fhore, was fick. This circumftance occafioned a 
great delay, and though feveral of the gentlemen 
were confiderably better by the time the {hip was 
ready for fea, yet the number of fick even then 
amounted to forty, and the reft of the company were 
in a very feeble condition. What may appear rather 
Angular is, that the failmaker, an old man, between 
feventy and eighty years of age, and who got drunk 
every day during the time he relided at Batavia, was 
the only perfon who continued in full health. Three 
feamen, and Mr. Green’s fervant died, together with 
the furgeon, Tupia and his companion Tayeto. The 
former did not entirely fall a facrifice to the un- 
wholefomenefs of the climate: having been accuf- 
tomed to feed principally upon vegetables, he foon 
contra£ted thofe diforders which are incident to a fea 
life, and in all probability would have funk under 
them, even if the Englifti had not been obliged to 
go to Batavia. 

On the 27th of December, Mr. Cook departed 
from Batavia ; and having taken in a frefh fupply of 
wood and water, together with feme refrefhmentS, 
at Prince’s illand, lie diredfed his courfe for the 
Cape of Good Hope; but before he reached that 
place, the feeds of difeafe which had beeu received 
at Batavia appeared with alarming fymptoms, and 
reduced the fttip’s crew to the moft melancholy fitua- 
tion. Mr. Banks’s life was almoft defpaired of, and 
fo dreadful was the ravage of the diltemper, that 
fcarcely a night pafttd but fome dead body was com- 
mitted to the deep. In the courfe of fix weeks, Mr. 

£> poring, 
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Sporing, one of Mr. Banks’s affiftants, Mr. Park- 
infon, his natural hiftory painter, Mr. Green, the 
aftronomer, the boatfwain, the carpenter, and his 
mate, Mr. Monkhoufe, the niidOiipman, another 
midfhipman, the old failmaker and his affiftant, the 
{hip’s cook, the corporal of the marines, two of 
the carpenter’s crew, and nine of the leamen, all 
{hared the fame fate. The lofs in all amounted to 
twenty-three perfons, beiides the feven who eked at 
Batavia. 

On the 15th of March, 1771, the Endeavour 
reached the Cape of Good Hope, where Mr. Cook 
{laid till the 14th of April, to recover the fick, and 
refit his vcfiel: he then proceede^ on his voyage; and 
after touching at St. Helena, arrived in the Downs 
on the 12th of June following. 7'he evident proofs which Mr. Cook exhibited of 
his fagacity, refolution and a&ivity, during this pe- 
rilous enterprize, in which he had encountered many 
dangers and difficulties, gave him a juft claim to the 
protection of government, and to the favour of his 
fovereign. He was, therefore, foon after his an ival,. 
promoted to be a commander in his Majefty’s navy, 
by commiflion bearing date Auguft 29th, 1771. On 
this occafion, he wiflied to have been appointed a 
Poft Captain ; but Lord Sandwich, who was now at the head of the Admiralty, though he had thegreateft 
efteem for our navigator, would not comply with his 
requeft, becaufe it would have been inconfiftcnt with 
the eftablilhed order of the naval fervice. Though Captain Cook had fully accomplilhed the 
main objeCl of his voyage, and though he had after- wards traverfed great part of the Pacific Ocean, and 
exploded the coafts of New Zealand and New Hol- 
land, he had not, however, been able to determine 
the grand queftion, re (peeling a "Terra Auftralis In- 
cognita-i or feutberu continent, which had long amufed Europe. 
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Europe. Thefirft perfon who feems to have enter- 
lamed any notion of this kind, was the famous Qui- 
ros, who was fent out for the exprefs purpofe of 
difcovering it; but he did not fucceed, and ali thofe 
who made the fame attempt afterwards were equally 
unfucccfsful. To determine, therefore, this point of 
(©much importance to geography, and navigation, 
a fecond expedition was planned out, at the dehre of his Majefty, whole patronage of literature and fcietice 
has been eminently confpicuous; and no perfon ap- 
peared better qualified to undertake it than Captain 
Cook. 

When this defign was fully refolved upon, two 
vtlTels, which had been both built at Whitby, by 
the fame perfon who had built the Endeavour, were 
purchafed of Captain William Hammond, of Hull. 
The largeft, which was about four hundred and 
fixty-two tons burden, was called the Refolutioti, 
and the other, which was confiderably lefs, was 
named the Adventure. On the 28th of November, 
1771, Captain Cock was appointed to the command 
of the former, and about the fame time Mr. Tobias 
Furneaux to that of the latter. In the equipment 
of thefe veflels, every poffible attention was beflow- 
•ed ; they were fupplied with the beft ftores and pro- 
vifions, and every article fuited to the nature of the 
expedition was put on board of them, befides abund- 
ance of antifcorbutics, fuch as malt, four krout, 
fai ted cabbage, portable broth, faloup, mfiftard, mar- 
malade of carrots, and infpiHated juice of wort and 
beer. 

The advancement of fcience was equally confult- 
-ed. Mr. William Hodges, an eminent landfcape 
painter, was engaged to make drawings of fuch 
obje»£b as could not be fo well comprehended from ■deferiptiens; Mr. John Reinhold borHer, and his 
fon, were appointed to explore the natural hiftory 

of 
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of the countries they might vifit, and Mr. William 
Wales, and Mr. William Bayley, were chofen for 
the purpofe of making aftronomical obfervations. 

On the gth of April 1772, Captain Cook failed 
from Deptford, and on the 3d of July, joined the 
Adventure in Plymouth Sound. P'rom Plymouth, 
he departed on the 13th of the fame month, and 
having touched at Madeira, to obtain a fupply of 
water, wine and other neceflaries, proceeded on his 
voyage, but finding that his water would not laft to 
the Cape of Good Hope, without putting his men 
to fliort allowance, he refolved to touch at St. Jago, 
one of the Cape de Verd iflands, in order to get a 
frefh flock. On the xcth of Auguft he arrived at 
Port Praya, in that ifland, and having procured a 
fufficiency of water and other refrefhments, put to 
fea again, on the 14th, and on the 30th of Octo- 
ber, came to anchor in Table Bay, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, where he was received with the great- 
eft politenefs by the Governor, and promifed every 
afiiftanee that the place could afford. From the Cape 
our commander departed on the 22d of November, 
in fearch of a fouthern continent, and having got clear 
of the land, directed his courfe for Cape Circum- 
cifion j but a dreadful gale of wind coming on about 
the 6th of December, which at times was fo furious, 
that the fhips could carry no fail, they were driven 
fo far to the eaftward of their courfe, that no hopes 
were left of reaching the intended fpot. 

On the 10th of December, our navigators began 
to meet with iflands of ice, one of W'hich was fo concealed by the hazinefs of the weather, that they 
were almoft clofe upon it before it was obferved. 
Captain Cook judged, that it might be about fifty 
feet high, and half a mile in circumference. It was 
fiat on the top, and its Tides rofe in a perpendicular 
direction, againtl which the fea broke with amazing 
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fury, and was dafhed up to a great height. By the 
17th of January 1773, he had reached the latitude 
of 67°. 15'. where he found the ice entirely clofed, 
and on the 17th of March, after two months longer 
navigation amidft mountains and {Hands of ice, 
which feemed to threaten deftru&ion on every fide, 
confidering that it would be very improper to con- 
tinue longer in high fouthern latitudes, he refolved 
to quit them, and to proceed to New Zealand, with a 
view of looking for the Adventure, which had parted 
from him on the 8th of February, and that he might 
have an opportunity of procuring fome refrelhments 
for his people. He therefore fleered his courfe for 
that ifland, and came to anchor in Dufky Bay, on 
the 26th of March, from which he proceeded to 
Queen Charlotte’s bound, where he had the fatisfac- 
tion of meeting with the Adventure, after an abfence 
of fourteen weeks. 

Quitting New Zealand, in company with the Ad- 
venture, Captain Cook paid a vifit to his old friends 
at Otaheite, the Society and Friendly Ifles, and hav- 
ing examined a fpace of more than forty degrees of 
longitude, between the tropics, returned to Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound. Here he changed the rigging of 
his (hip for fuch as might be able to withftand ftorms 
and the feverity of high fouthern latitudes ; and again 
fet fail on the 27th of November, to explore the un- 
known parts of the Pacific Ocean- In this perilous 
navigation, he was expofed to dangers which none 
but a man poflefled of the greateft refolutioh could 
have encountered ; yet fuch was his ftrength of mind, 
and fo great was his fkill in navigation, that though 
often interrupted by iflands of ice, among which he 
was fometimes as it were inclofed, and though his 
veflel was almoft every moment in hazard of being 
dafhed to pieces, by large mafles, which floated a- 
round, he advanced amidft all thefe obftacles til! 

nature 
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nature fet bounds to his courfe. Many of thefe ice- 
iflands were two and three hundred feet in height, 
and between two and three miles in circuit, with per- 
pendicular Tides or cliffs, that could not be beheld 
without aflonifhment. 

On the 26th of January, 1774, our navigators 
paffed the Antardic circle for the third time in 109 
degrees of weft longitude, where they found the 
tnildeft fun-fhine they had ever experienced in the 
frigid zone. This circumftance induced them to 
hope, that they fhould be able to penetrate as far 
towards the fouth as others had done towards the 
north; but the next day they difeovered a folid field 
of ice before them, which extended from eaft to weft 
farther than the eye could reach. Within this field 
ninety-feven iflands were counted, befides thofe on 
the outfide, many of which were large, and had the 
appearance of a ridge of mountains, rifing one above 
another, till they were loft in the clouds. The outer 
or northern edge of this immenfe field was compofed 
of loofe or broken ice, packed fo clofely together, 
that there was no poftibility of entering it; but Cap- 
tain Cook v/as of opinion, that there muft be land 
to the fouth behind it. “ If there is,” fays he, “ it 
“ can afford no better retreat for birds, or any other u animals, than the ice itfelf with which it muft be 
“ entirely covered.” He then adds, “ I, who was 
“ ambitious not only of going farther than any body 
“ had gone before, but as far as it was poflible for 
« man,to go, was not fprry at meeting with this in- lt tenuption, as it in fome meafure relieved us, and 
“ Ihortened tfie dangers and hardfhips infeparable 
« from the navigation of the fouthern polar regions. 
“ Since then we could not proceed faither to the. « fouth, no other reaibn need be affigned for my 
« tacking and Handing back to the north, being at “ this 
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“ this time in the latitude of 70 d. 10 m. foutb, and 
“ 106 d. 54 m. weft.” 

Our navigator next went in queft of land faid to 
have been difcovered by Juan Fernandez, no vef- 
tiges of which he could find. He then proceeded to 
the Marquefas, difcovered in 1595, and vifited for 
the fecond time during this voyage the ifland of 
Otaheite; where having procured fome refrefti- 
ments, he failed for the New Hebrides, which 
though difcovered as early as 1606, by Quiros, had 
never been fufficiently explored. Belides afcertain- 
ing the extent and fituation of thefe iflands, which 
had been barely feen by others, he acquired a know- 
ledge of feveral before unknown, which entitled 
him to give the whole that appellation by which 
they are now diftinguifhed. 

Captain Cook continued furveying thefe iflands 
during the month of Auguft, 1774, and having fet 
fail on the ift of Auguft, difcovered a large track of 
land, to which he gave the name of New Cale- 
donia. The coafts of this he explored alfo, and 
found it to be the moft confiderable of all the tro- 
pical iflands in thofe parts, and except New Hol- 
land and New Zealand, the largeft that has been 
feen in the South Pacific Ocean. On leaving New 
Caledonia, he fell in with an uninhabited ifland, 
on the iothof O&ober, which he named Norfolk Ifle, in honour of the noble family of Howard, and 
finding that provifions were now beginnine to run 
fhort, he detei mined to fail again for New Zealand, 
where became to anchor on the j8th of Odlober. 
Here he continued till the 10th of November, when 
be again fet oiit in purfuit of his great objedf, the 

-determination of the queftion, concerning the ex- 
iftence of a fouthern continent; but having failed 
till the 27th, in different degrees of latitude, ex- 
tending from 43 to 55d. 48m. foutb.without fuccefs, 

he 
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he gave up all hopes of finding it, and refolved to 
ftcer diredtly for the weft entrance of the ftraits of 
Maghalhaens, with a view of coafting the foirth 
fide of Terra del Fuego, round Cape Horn to the 
ftrait Le Maire. 

During the reft of the voyage very little remark- 
able occured. After leaving Terra del Fuego, our 
navigator proceeded round Cape Horn, pafted 
through Stn.it Le Maire, to Straten Ifland, and 
having explored part of the neighbouring feas, di- 
re£led hk c< u -e to the Cape of Good Hope, from 
which he ; ; d to England, where he arrived on* 
the 19th of July, ij'75, having been abfent from it 
three years and eighteen days. From the period of 
Captain Cook’s leaving the Cape of Good Hope, 
to that of his r turn to it again, he had traverfed 
no lels a fpace than twenty thoufand leagues, an 
extent nearly equal to three times the equatorial cir- 
cumference of the earth ; but what will appear ftiil 
more furprifing, is, that though expofed to almoft | 
every change of cHmate, he had loft no more than 
four men in this expedition, and «nly one of thefe 
by ficknefs. If the manner in which Captain Cook had ac- 
eomplilhcd the objeft of his former voyage procured 
him the protedlion of government, the tiifcoveries 
he had made in the latter, and the complete deter- 
mination of the point he had been fent to afcertam, 
were additional recommendations in his favour. 
Lord Sandwich, who was ftil! at the head of the 
Admiralty, took the earlieft opportunity of laying 
his fervices before the King, who feemed very much 
difpofed to confer every mark of diftimftion upon 
him. On the 9th of Augnft, therefore, he was 
raifed to the rank of a Poft Captain, and three days 
after he was appointed a Captain in Greenwich 
Hofpital, a fituation intended to afford him a pleaf- 
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; ing and honourable reward for his illuftrious Cer- 

vices. He was likewife admitted a member of the : Royal Society, on the 7th of March, 1776, and 
that fame evening a paper was read, which he had 
addrefled to Sir John Pringle, containing an ac- 
count of the method he had taken to preferve the 

I health of the crew of his Majefty’s (hip the Refo- 
lution during her voyage round the world. Another 

j paper, at the requeit of the Prefident, was com- 
f municared by him on the i8:h of April, relative 

to the tides of the South Seas. For the former of 
thefe, it was rtfolved to beftow upon him Sir God- frey Copley’s annual gold medal, at the delivery 
of which Sir John concluded his fpeech before the 
Society in the following words', highly honourable to 

j our navigator. “ if Rome decreed the civic crown | “ to him who faved the life, of a fingle citizen, 
“ what wreaths are due to the man who having 
“ himfelf faved many, perpetuates in your tranf- 
“ actions the means by which Britain may now, on 
“ the moft diftant voyages, preferve numbers of 
“ her intrepid Tons, her tncriners, who, braving 
“ every danger, have fo liberally contributed to the 
“ fame, to the opulence, and to the maritime em- 
“ pire of their country.” 

Though the queftion refpedfing the exigence of a 
fouthern continent was now fully determined, there 

' remained ftill another important objedt to be invef- 
tigated, the practicability of a northern paflage to 
the Pacific Ocean. It had long been a favourite 

• fcheme with navigators, and particularly the Fng- 
| lifh, to dffcover a fhorter and more commodious 

courfe to the Eaft Indies, than that by the Cape of 
Good Hope. Several attempts were made for this 
purpofe, both by our own countrymen, and the 

1 Dutch; but with fo little fuccefs, that it ceaieri for 
many years to be an obje& of purfuit. In the be- 

gianing 
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ginning of the prefent century it was again revived 
by Mr. Dobbs, and Captain Middleton was fent 
out by government in 174I} and Captain Smith and 
Captain Moore in 1746; but though an act of par- 
liament had been paffed, which fecured a reward 
of twenty thoufand pounds to the difcoverer, the 
accompliihment of this favourite obje£t continued at 
as great a diftance as ever. 

To afcertain whether this matter, of fo much 
importance to geography and navigation, could be 
carried into execution, was referved for the glory 
of the prefent reign. The idea was very warmly 
efpoufed by the Firft Lord of the Admiralty, and 
it was refolved that a voyage ihould be undertaken 
for that purpofe. For the conduit of this enterprize, 
it was evident that great (kill and ability were re- 
quifite, and though no one was fo well qualified for 
it as Captain Cook, yet none of his friends, not 
even Lord Sandwich, prefumed to folicit him on 
the fubject. The fervice he had rendered to fcience 
and navigation was fo great, the labours he had fuf- 
tained, and the dangers he had encountered were fo 
many, and fo various, that it was deemed notrea* fonable to afk him to engage in freili perils. His 

^advice, however, was requeued, refpeiting. the 
propereft perfon for undertaking the voyage, and in 
order to determine this point, the Captain, Sir 
Hugh PalKfer, and Mr. Stephens, were invited to 
dinner at Lord Sandwich’s houfe. In the courfe of 
the converfation, while they were djfcouriing on 
the importance of the defign, and the confequences 
that were likely to refult from it to fcience and na- 
vigation, Cook’s mind was fo fired with the magni- 
tude of the obje£f, that he fuddenly llarted up and 
declared, that he himfelf would undertake the di- 
reibton of it. No propofal could'be received with 
more pleafure. Lord Sandwich immediately laid 
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the affair before his Majefty, and Captain Cook was 

‘ appointed to the expedition, on the 10th of 
i February, 1776. 

When the command of the enterprize was thus 
• fettled, much to the fatisfaftion of thofe who had ■ fecit on foot, it was confidered as a matter of great 

importance to determine what might be the beft 
I courfe to be purfued in the voyage. All former 

navigators round the globe had returned by the ■ Cape of Good Hope ; but to Captain Cook was af- 
fgned the arduous talk of attempting the fame thing, 
by reaching the high northern latitudes, between 
Alia and America, and it appears that this plan was 
adopted, in confequence of his own fuggeftions. 
He was therefore ordered to proceed to the Pacific 
Ocean, through that chain of iflands which he had 
before vifited, in the tropical regions of the fouth, 

, and thence, if pra&icable, to make his way into 
the Atlantic. To give every poffible encourage- 
ment to the profecution of this great defign, mo- 
tives of intereft were added to the obligations of 

| duty. In the a£t of P rliament palled in 1745, the I reward of twenty thoufand pounds was offered only 
toveffeU belonging to any of his Majefty’s fubjefts : fhips belonging to government being thus excluded. 

L Befides this, the reward was entirely confined to 
fuch as Ihould difcover a pafiage thr /ugh Hudfon’s Bay, but by a new a£b, which palled in 1776, it 
was declared, that if any. fit ip belonging to any of 

i his Majefty’s fubjects, or to his Majefty, fhould jj find and fail through any paflage by fea, between 
» the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in any direction, II oi parallel of the northern hemifphere, to the north- 

ward of the fifty-lecond degree of northern latitude, 
. the owners of (uch Ihips, if belonging to any of his 
; Majefty’s fubjedts, or the commander, officers and 
* feamen of fuch Ihip, if belonging, to his Majefty, 

fhould 
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ftiould receive as a reward for fuch difcovery the 
fum of twenty thoufand pounds. 

The veffels fixed upon by government for this 
fervice, were the Refoiution and the Difcovery. The command of the former was given to Captain I 
Cook, and that of the latter to Captain Clerk, who 
had been our navigator’s fecond lieutenant in his 
fecond voyage. Nearly the fame complement of 
men and officers was affigned to each as before, and 
the utmoft attention was employed by the Admi- 
ralty Board to have them equipped in the com- 
pleteft manner. Every article that could tend to 
preferve the health of the feamen was provided in 
abundance; and that the inhabitants of Otaheite, 
and of the other iflands in the South Seas where the 
Englifh had been treated with fo much hofpitality, 
might be benefited by the expedition, his Majefty 
was gracioufly pleafed to order an aflbrtment of 
ufeful animals to be put on board, and to be left in 
thofe countries. Befides thefe, the Captain was 
furnilhed with a quantity of European garden feeds, 
and the Board of Admiralty added fuch articles of 
commeice as weie moft likely to promote a friendly 
intercourfe with the natives of the other hemifphere, 
and to induce them to carry on a profitable traffic 
with the Englifb.. Additional cloathing fuited to 
the feverities of a cold climate, was likewife ordered 
for the crews of the two fhips, and nothing was 
denied our navigators that could contribute to ' 
leffen the hardlhips of the expedition, or to render 
their fituation comfortable. 

As the firn Lord of the Admiralty and his col- 
leagues were extremely defirous that this enterprize 
might prove of as much public utility as poffible, 
feveral nautical and aftronomical inftruments were 
entrufted by the Board of Longitude to Capt. 1 

Cook, who was fufficiently able to ufe them with 3 advantage J 
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advantage; and Mr. Bayley, who had given fatis- 
fadtory proofs of his fltill, while oir board of Cap- 
tain Furneaux’s fhip, was employed a fecond time 
to make obfervations during the courfe of the voy- 
age. The department of natural hiftory was af- 
figned to Mr. Anderfon, the furgeon of the Refo- 
ludon, who was extremely well qualified for that 
purpofe; and, that the refult of the expedition 
might be entertaining to the generality of readers, 
Mr. Webber was engaged to make mafterly draw- 
ings of fuch objects as could only be properly repre- 
fented by the help of the pencil. 

As the (hips were to touch at Otaheite and the 
Society Ides, it had been determined to fend back 
by this opportunity Omai, a native of that country, 
whom Captain Furneaux brought with him to England, the former voyage. He therefore left 
London on the 24th of June, 1776,. in company 
with the Captain, and every preparation being com- 
pleted they failed for Plymouth, where they were 
joined by the Difcovery. From Plymouth our na- 
vigators directed their courfe to Teneriff, to procure 
a frelh fupply of corn and hay, for the •fubfiftence 
of their live flock. They then proceeded to the 
Cape, where they ftaid from the 18th of Gftober 
till the goth of November, and having touched at 
Kerguelen’s Ifland, and Van Dieman’s Land, dif- 
covered by Tafman in 1642, arrived at Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound, in New Zealand, on the 12th 
of February, 1777. 

At New Zealand they continued about two 
weeks, during which time they acquired much ad- 
ditional knowledge refpedting its productions, and 
the manners and cuftoms of its inhabitants. They 
then paid a vifit to the Friendly Ifles, where they re- 
mained fome time, and where Captain Cook ne- 
gleCted no opportunity of making fuch obfervations 

O as 
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as might be ferviceable to navigation and agronomy. 
From the information which he then received, it ap- 
pears, that this Archipelago is very extenfive; above 
one hundred and fifty iflands were reckoned up by 
the natives, who made ufe of bits of leaves to afcer- 
rain their number ; and Mr. Anderfon with his ufual 
diligence, procured all their names. Sixty-one of 
thefe ifles have their proper places and names marked 
out upon the chart of the Friendly Ifles, and the 
fketch of the harbour of Tongabatoo, which are 
given in the account publifhed of this expedition. 

On the 17th of July, Captain Cook took his final 
leave of the Friendly ifles, and refuming his voyage 
reached Otaheite on the rath of Auguft. From 
Otaheite he proceeded to fome other of the Society 
Ilk?, and having difpofed of Omai, agreeable to his 
wilhes, and diftribated part of his live flock, in fuch 
a manner as he thought would anfwer the propofed 
end, he. determined to purfue his courfe to the north- 
ward. Setting fail therefore, from Bolabola, on the 
8th of December, he crofled the line about the 24th, 
and on the 18th of January, 1778, difcovered an 
iiland which he, however, could not reach. Soon 
after another appeared, on which he went alhore, 
and in the courle of a few days, a whole group was 
fecn, which Captain Cook in honour of Lord Sand- 
wich, diftinguiihed by the name of the Sandwich 
Iflands. Thofe which he faw were fituated between 
the latitude of 20^. 30'. and 22°. 15'. north, and 
between the longitude of 199. 29°'. and 2010. 30'. 
eaft. 

On quitting thefe iflauds. Captain Cook proceed- 
ed to range along the weflern fide of Ameiica, and 
after giving names to feveral capes and headlands, ■ which appeared in fight, came to an anchor in an 
inlet, where the country prefented a very d fferent 
afpeifl from what he had feen before. The lummits 3 of 
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of the mountains were clothed in flieets of fnow, 
while the valleys between them and the grounds ob 
the fea coaft, both high and low, were covered to a 
confiderable breadth, with tall llraight trees, which 
formed a moft beautiful profped, as of one immenfe 
foreft. On his firft arrival in this inlet, he had ho- 
noured it with the name of King George’s Sound 
but he afterward found that it was called Ncrotka by 
the natives. Having ftaid nearly a month here, to 
complete the necefiary repairs of the fhips, our navi- 
gators proceeded northward, and entered another in- 
let, from which great things were expe&ed, as tin v entertained the Itrongeft hopes, that it would be 
found to communicate either with the lea to tne north, 
or with Baffin’s or Hudfon’s Bay to the euft. On this account, therefore, it was traced as high as the la i- 
tude of 6o°. 30'. and the longitude of iiog. be- 
ing feventy leagues from its entrance, but without fuccefs ; for after feveral fruitlefs attempts todifcover 
a pafiage through it, this idea was abandoned, and 
Captain Cook named it River Turnagain. Lord 
Sandwich has fince diflinguifhed it by the appellation 
of Cook’s River. 

Indefatigable in purfuit of his favourite obje£t, 
Captain Cook continued his refearches, and arrived 
on the 27th of June, 1778, at the ifland of Oona- 
lajka, the inhabitants of which behaved with a degree 
of friendftiip and politenefs, very uncommon to la- 
vage tribes. He then fleered towards the American 
coaft, and having advanced as far as the latitude of 
70°. 44'. found his progrefs flopped by the ice, which was as compact as a wall, and at le.ifl ten or 
twelve feet in height: flill farther north it appeared 
to be much higher, its furface was extremely rugged, 
and in different places it was covered with pools of water. A prodigious number of fea-horfes lay upon 
it, fome of which were procured for food, as at this 

O 2 time 
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time there was a great want of iiefh prov ifions, and 
though many of the failors were di/appointed, hav*. 
ing at firft concluded that thefe animals .were fea- 
cows, yet fuch was the general anxiety for a change 
of diet, that our voyagers lived on them as long as 
they lafted. 

From the 26th of April, the time that Captain 
Cook left Nootka, to the 29th of July, many im- 
portant difcoveries were made, which it is impoflible 
to particularize here. They form a valuable addition 
to thofe made in the courfe of his two former voy- 
ages, and, in point of extent, furpafs all that the 
Ruffians had accomplifhed in a long feries of years, 
though in parts belonging or contiguous to their own 
empire. He had previous to the laft mentioned pe- 
riod, traverfed the Icy Sea, beyond Beerin’s Strait, 
in various diredHons, and through numberlefs diffi- 
culties and obftrudions; but he never abandoned 
the purfuit of his favourite objedf till the ice inpreafed 
fo much, as to preclude all hopes of attaining it, at 
leaft during that year. The feafon being far advanc- 
ed, and the time when the froft was expected to fet in 
being faft approaching, bethought it imprudent jto 
make any farther attempts to find a pafiage into the 
Atlantic, till the next fummer. He, therefore, be- 
gan now to look out for a place w here h« might be- 
tides procuring wood and water, conveniently pafs 
the winter, and as none feemed better adapted for that 
purpofe than fome of the Sandwich Jfles, he deter- 
mined to diredi his courfe thither. 

Hitherto this expedition, though at'.ended with 
many dangers and difficulties, had been marked with 
no peculiar difafter, and our iljullrious commander 
was no doubt flattering bifnfelf with the fippt§ of 
being more fuccefsful in his refearches the next fum- 
mer ; but little did bethink that the Sundwicf) IJle^ 
which he confidered as the moft important difcovery of 
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of all that had been made fey Europeans in the Pad* 
fic Ocean, fhould in the refult prove fatal, and that 
he fhould there fall by the murdering dagger of a bar- 
barian. To relate an event of this kind muft ever 
be a painful tafk to a feeling mind ; but it muft be 
doubly fo, when it appears that the unhappy fufFerer 
became a vidtim to his own humanity. 

In Captain Cook’s former vrfit to this group of 
iflands, he had obferved five of them fituated be- 
tween the latitude of 20°'. 30'. and 22°. 15'. 
north, and between the longitude of 199°. 20'. 
and 200. 30'. eaft, the names of which were IVo- 
ahoo, Atoai-, Oneeheow, Oreehoua and Tahoora\ but on 
his return fouthward, with an intent of paffing the 
winter, he difcovered on the 26th of November, 
when became to the latitude of 20°. 55'. a fixth, 
named Mowee-y and on the 30th, another which the 
natives diftinguifhed by the appellation of Owhyhee. 
As this ifland appeared to be of greater extent and 
importance than any of the reftr our navigator fpent 
nearly feveli weeks in failing round it, and in exa- 
mining its coafts. Whilft he was employed in this 
bufinefs, the inhabitants came off from time to time 
in great numbers with their canoes, and readily en- 
gaged in traffic. On this occafion their behaviour 
was open and unreferved, and afforded much lefs 
caufe for fufpicion than that of any other people 
among whom our navigators had ever been. It was 
even remarked, that the people of Otaheite itfelf, 
with whom they had been fo intimately connected, 
hid never difplayed fuch unbounded confidence in the 
integrity and good treatment of the Englifh. 

On the 17th of January 1779, our navigators 
came to anchor in the Bay of fCarakakooa, which 
is fituated on the weft fide of Owhyhee, and extends 
about a mile in depth. It is bounded by two points 
of land, bearing fouth-eaft, and north-weft from 

each 
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each other, at the diftance of half a kague; on the 
northernmoft of which is fituated a village called 
Kowrowa. A more confiderable village ftands in the 
bottom of the Bay near a (lately grove of cocoa-nut 
trees, and a high rocky cliff, inaoceflible from the fea 
(hore, runs between them. Near the coaft on the 
fouth fide, the land has a rugged appearance, but 
farther inland the country gradually riles, and abounds 
with cultivated enclofures and groves of cocoa trees. 

While Captain Cook remained here, the idanders 
behaved with the greateft friendftiip, and feemed very 
much difpofed to render him every affiftance in their 
power.. Sevenal of their chiefs paid him a vilit, and 
when he himfelf went on (hore, he was received with 
very extraordinary ceremonies, which fell little (hort 
of adoration. He had likewife an interview with Terreeoboo, the king of the ifland, whom he carried 
on board the Refolution, where he was treated with 
every mark of refpecl, and in return for a beautiful 
feathered cloak which he had bellowed on our navi- 
gator, the Captain put a linen (hirt on his Majefly, 
and girt his own hanger round him. In (hort, dur- ni'i the intercourfe which was kept up between the 
natives and the Englifb, the greateft harmony pre- 
va led, and the quiet, inoffenfive behaviour of the 
former banilhed every apprehenfion of danger from 
the breads of our voyagers. The iflamlers, how- 
ever, began at length to be very inquifttive about the 
time of their departure ; but this is not much to be 
wondered at, when it is confidered, that during ftx- 
teen days, which they had been in the harbour of 
Karakafova^ they had made an enormous confump- 
tion both of hogs and vegetables. It afterwards ap- 
peared, that thefe inquiries were made with no other 
view than that they might provide a fufficient quan- 
tity of proviftons for them when they quitted the 
i/land ; for it was obferved, that the King, on being informed 
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informed that they were about to depart in a few 
days, made a kind of proclamation throu^hont the 
villages, requiring the people to bring in their hogs, 
and vegetables, that his Majertv might prefent tnem 
to the Orono, before he took his leave of tpe coun- 
tty. A circumifance which feems to prove the affec- tionate regard which the people of Owhyhee had for 
our vovagers is, that their prince ftrotigly folieited 
Mr. King to remain among them, and waited upon 
Captain Cook, whofe fon he fuppofed him to be, 
with a formal requeft that he might be left. 

On the 4th of February, Captain Cook quitted 
Karakakooa Bay, with an intennon of finifhing the' 
furvey of Owhyhee, and pf proceeding afterwards to 
the reft of the ifiands, in queit of fome road which 
might afford better ftielter to the veffels; but a gale 
of wind arifing in the tourfe of a few days, the Re- 
folutiqn had the misfortune to fpring the head of her 
foremaft, in fuch a dangerous manner, that it was? 

•found neceffary to return to Karakakooa^ in order to 
have it repaired. It does not fufficiently appear from 
the accounts given of Captain Cook’s cicaib, whe- 
rher the natives were difpieafed or not with this fe-. 
cond vifit. Captain King lays, “ That our voyagers, 
upon coming to anchor, were furprifed to find their 
reception very d'fferent from what it had been, on 
their fiift arrival1;” but Mr. Barnwell, whofe vera- 
city feems unqueftionable, a(V rts that he favvnothing 
which could induce him to believe that there was any 
change in the dilpolitinn or behaviour of the inhabi- 
tants. However this may be, it is certain, tiiai lome- 
acts of theft committed by the blunders-, and me 
attempts of the Fnglifh to punifti them, and to re- 
cover their property, were the preludes to that un- 
happy commotion which.deprived the Bntifh navy of 
one of its brighteft ornaments, and our illuftrious 
navigator of his life. 
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Thefe people, it Teems, had a ftrong propenfity to 

thieving; and one of them having been detected in 
earthing off the armourer’s tongs from the forge, 
was punifhed with a pretty fevere flogging, and lent 
out of the (hip. This example, however, did not 
deter another, who, having fnatched the tongs and 
chifiel from the fame place, jumped overboard with 
them, and fwam for the (hore. The mafter and a 
mitfljhipman were inftantly difpatched after him in the 
fmall cutter, upon which the Indian made for a canoe, 
where he was taken on board by one of his country- 
men, and though feveral mufkets were fired at t»hem, 
they foon got out of the reach of the (hot, and 
efcaped. Pareah, one of jheir chiefs, afterwards 
brought back the ftolen articles, but on his return, 
being met by the Refolution’s pinnace with five men 
in her, who infilled upon having the thief delivered lip, or the canoe which had taken him in, a duffle 
cnfued, and the natives began to pelt the Englifh 
with (lones. This commotion was, however, quel- 
led by the interference of Pareah; but another 
affair of the fame kind foon after occurred, which 
widened the breach between them. .Some of the 
iflanders found means in the night time to take away 
the Difcovery’s large cutter, which lay fwamped at 
the buoy of one of her anchors, and (he was not 
mifled till the next morning, Sunday, February 14th. When Captain Clerk had informed Captain 
Cook of this event, he returned on board, with or- 
ders for the launch and fmall cutter to go under the 
command of the fecond lieutenant, and to lie off the 
eaft fide of the Bay to intercept all canoes that might 
attempt to get out; and if he found it neceflary, to 
fire upon them. At the fame time the third lieute- 
nant of the Refolution, with the launch and fmall 
cutter, was font on the fame fervjce, to the oppofite 
fide of the Bay, and the mafter was difpatched in the large 
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larae cutter, in purfuit of a double canoe already 

[ under fail, and making the beft of her way out of the 
| harbour. - 

As it had been Captain Cook’s ufual cuftom in all 
the illands of the South Seas, when any thing of 
confequence had been ftolcn, to fecure the perfon of 
the King, or of fome of the principal Erees, and to 
detain them as hoftages, until the property was re- 
llored, he refolved to adopt this method on the pre- 
fent occafxon. 

The following is copied from Mr. Samwell’s ac- 
count of the melancholy end of Captain Cook. 

“ He left the fhip about feven o’clock, attended 
by the lieutenant of marines, a ferjeant, corporal, 
and feven private men: the pinnace’s crew were alfo 
armed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts. 
As they rowed towards the fhore, Captain Cook or- 
dered the launch to leave her llation at the weft point 
of the bay, in ord^r to affift his own boat. This is 
a circumftance worthy of notice; for it clearly flaews, 
that.he was not unapprehenftve of meeting with re- 
fiftance from the natives, or unmindful of the necef- 
fary preparation for the fafety of himfelf and hk 
people. I will venture to fay, that, from the ap- 
pearance of things juft at that time there was not 
one, befide himfelf, who judged that fuch precau- 
tion was abfolutely requilite : lb little did his condudt 
on the occafion, bear the marks of raftinefs, or a 
precipitate felf-confidence ! He landed with the ma- 
rines, at the upper end of the town of Kavaroah ; 
the Indians immediately flocked round, as ufual, and 

I fhewed him the cuftomary marks of refpedf, by pro- 
ftrating themfelves before him. There were no fi?ns 
of hoftilities, or much alarm among them. Captain 
Cook, however, did not feem willing to truft to 
appearances; but was particularly attentive to the 
difpofition of the marines, and to have them kept 

^ 5 clear 
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clear of the crowd. He firft inquired for the king’s 
ions, two youths who were much attached to him, 
and generally his companions on board. Meflengers 
being lent fof them, they foon came to him, and 
irj'oniiing him that their father was afleep, at a hou!e 
net far from them, he accompanied them thither, 
ri d took the marines along with them. As he paired 
along, the natives every where proftrated thenifelves 
hefoie him, and feemed to have lolt no part of that 
r'etf ecf they had always (hewn to his perfon. He was 
joined by ioveral chiefs, among whom was Kany- 
nah, and his brother Koohowrooah. Thev kept the 
crowd in order, according to their ufual cuftom ; 
and being ignorant of his intention in coming on 
Pooie, frequently afked him, if he wanted any hogs, 
or other provifions: he told them that he did not, 
and that hisbufmefs was to fee the king. When he 
arrived at the houfe, he ordered fome of the Indians 
to go in, and inform Kariopoo, that he waited with- 
out to fpeak with him. They came out two or three 
times* and initead of returning any anfwer from the 
king, prefented fome pieces of ied cloth to him, 
which made Captain Cook fufpedt that he was not 
in the houfe; Ivj therefore defned the lieutenant of 
marines to go in. T he lieutenant found the old 
-man juft awaked from fleep, and feemmgly alarmed 
a: the intfl'age ; but he came out without hefitatlon. 
Captain Cook took him by the hand, and in a friend- J- manner alked him to go on board, to which he 
very readily confented. Thus far matters appeared 
in a favourable train, and the natives did not feetn 
much alarmed or apprehenlive of hoftil ty on our 
hde ; at which Cap ain-Cook exprefled himfelf a 
little furprifcd, laying, tr.at as the inhabitants of 
that town appeared innocent of ftealing the cutter, he fhotihi noi moleft them, but that he mult get the 
king on board. Kariopoo fat down befote his door, 
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and was furrounded by a great crowd : Kanynah and 
his brother were both veiy adlive in keeping order 
among them. In a little time, however, the Indians 
were obferved arming themfelves with long fpears, 
clubs, and daggers, and putting on thick mats, 
which they ui'e as armour. This hoftile appearance 
increafed, and became more alarming, on the arrival 
of two men in a canoe from the oppolite fide of the 
bay, with the news of a chief, called Kareemoo, 
having been killed by one of the Difcovery’s boats. 
In their paflage acrofs they had alfo delivered this 
account to each of the {hips. Upon that informa- 
tion, the women who were fitting upon the beach 
at their breakfafts, and converfing familiarly with 
our . people in the boats, retired, and a confufed 
murmur fpread through the crowd. An old prieft 
came to Captain Cook, with a cocoa nut in his 
hand, which he held out to him as a prefent, at the 
fame time Tinging very loud. He was often defired 
to be filent, but in vain : he continued importunate 
and troublefome, and there was no fuch thing as 
getting rid of him or his noife: it feemed as if he 
meant to divert their attention from his countrymen, 
who were growing more tumultuous, and arming 
themfelves in every quarter. Captain Cook, being 
at the fame time furrounded by a great crowd, 
thought his fuuation rather hazardous : he therefore 
ordered the lieutenant of marines to march his fmall 
party to Ujg water-fide, where the boats lay within a 
few yards of the fhore, the Indians readily made a 
lane for them to pafs, and did not offer to interrupt 
them. The diftance they had to go might be about 
fifty or fixty yards : Captain Cook followed, having 
hold of Kariopoo^s hand, who accompanied him 
very willingly : he was attended by his wrife, two 
fons, and feveral chiefs. The troublefome old ptiefl 
followed, making the fame favage noife. Ktowa, 
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the younger fon, went direcHy into the pinnace, ex- 
pecting- his father to follow; but juft as he arrived 
at the water fide, his wife threw her arms about his 
neck, and, with the affiftance of two chiefs, forced 
him to fit down by the fide of a double canoe. Cap- 
tain Cook expoftulated with them, but to no pur- pofe : they would hot fuffer the king to proceed, , 
telling him that he would be put to death if he went 
on board the fhip. Kariopeo, whofe conduCt feem- 
ed entirely refigned to the will of others, hung down 
his head and appeared much diftrefled. 

« While the king was in this fituarion, a chief 
well known to us, of the name of Coho, was ob- 
ferved lurking near, with an iron dagger, partly Con- 
cealed under his cloak, feesningly with the intention 
of ftabbing Captain Cook, or the lieutenant of ma- 
rines. 1 he latter propofed to fire at him, but Cap- 
tain Cook would not permit it. Coho clofvng upon 
them, obliged the officer to ftrike him with his piece, 
which 'made him retire. Another Indian laid hold 
of thefeijeant’s mufquet, and endeavoured to wrenc h 
it from him, but was prevented by the lieutenant's 
making a blow at him. Captain Cook feeing the 
tumult increafe, and the Indians growing more dar- 
ing and refolute, obferved, that if he were to take 
the king off by force, he could not do it without facrificing the lives of many of his people. He then 
paufed a little, and was on the point of giving his 
orders to reimbark, when a man threw a (tone at 
him ; which he returned with a difeharge of fmall 
fhot (with which one barrel of his double piece was 
loaded). The man, having a thick mat before him, 
received little or no hurt: he brandifbed his fpear, 
and threatened to dart it at Captain Cook, who be • ing ftill unwilling to take away his life, inftead of 
firing with ball, knocked him down with his muf- 
quet. He expoftulated ftrongly with the moft for- 

2 ward 



CAPTAIN COOK. 

v 

65 
ward of the crowd, upon their turbulent behaviour. 
He had given up ail thoughts of getting the Icing on 
board, as it appeared impracticable; and his care 
was then only to a£t on the defenfive, and to fecure 
a Cafe embarkation for his fmall partv, which was 
clofely prefled by a body of feveral thoufand people. 
Keowa, the king’s fon, who was in the pinnace, 
being alarmed on hearing the firft firing, was, at his 
own entreaty, put on fhore again ; for even at that 
time, Mr. Roberts, who commanded her, did not 
apprehend that Captain Cook’s perfon was in any 
danger: otherwife he Avould have detained the prince, 
which no doubt would have been a great check on 
the Indians. One man was obferved, behind a dou- 
ble canoe, in the aCIion of darting his fpearat Cap- 
tain Cook, who was forced to fiie at him in his own 
defence, but happened to kill another clofe to him, 
equally forward in the tumult: the ferjeant obferv- 
ing that he had miffed the man he aimed at, received 
orders to fire at him, which he did, and killed him. 
By this time; the impetuofity of the Indians was 
fomewhat reprefled; they fell back in a body, and 
feemed flaggered : but being pulhed on by thofe be- 
hind, they returned to the charge, and poured a 
volley of ftones among the marines, who, without 
waiting for orders, returned it with a general dif- 
charge of mufquetry, which was inftantly followed 
by a fire from the boats. At this Captain Cook was 
heard to exprefs his aftonifhment: he waved his hand 
to the boats, called to them to ceafe firing, and to 
come nearer in to receive the marines. Mr. Roberts 
immediately brought the pinnace as clofe to the fhore 
as he could, without grounding, notwithftanding the 
fhowers of Hones that fell among the people ; but 
 , the lieutenant, who commanded in the 
launch, inftead of pulling in to the afliftance of 
Captain Cook, withdrew his boat farther off, at the 

moment 
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moment that every thing Teems to have depended 
upon the timely exertions of thofe in the boats. By his own account, he miftook the figna! ; but be that 
as it may, this cKcumftance appears to me, to have 
decided the fatal turn of the affair, and to hat'e re- 
moved every chance which remained with Captain 
Cook, of efcaping with his life. The bufin.efs of 
faving the marines out of the water, in confequence 
of that, fell altogether upon the pinnace; which 
thereby became fo much crowded, that the crew 
were, in a great meafure, prevented from uftng their 
fire arms, or giving what affiftance they otherwife 
might have done, to Captain Cook ; fo that he 
(eeros, at the moft critical point of time, to have 
wanted the affifiance of both boats, owing to the 
removal of the launch, l or, notwithftandmg that 
they kept up a fire on the crowd, from the fituation tp 
which they removed in that boat, thj finral confufion 
which enfued on her being withdrawn, to fay the 
leaft of it, murt have prevented the full effect, that 
the prompt co-operation of the two boats, according 
to Captain Cook’s oiders, muft have had, towards 
the prefervation of himfdf and his people. At that 
time, it was to the boats alone that Captain Cook, 
had to look fur his fafety ; for, when the marines had 
fired, the Indians mlh d among them, and forced 
them into the water, where four of them were kill- 
ed : their lieutenant was wounded, but fortunately 
efcaped and was taken .up by the pinnace. Captain 
Cook was then the only one remaining on the rock : 
he was obferved making for the pinnace, holding his 
left hand againft the back of his head, to guard it 
from the ttones, and carrying his mufquet under the 
other atm. An Indian was leen following him, but with, caution and timidity i for he flopped once or 
twice, as if undetermined to proceed. At laft he 
advanced upon him unawares, and with a large club, 

or 
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or common ftalce, gave him a blow on the back of 
the head, and then precipitately retreated. The 
ftroke feemed to have ftunned Captain Cook ; he 
ftaggered a few pace', then fell on his hand, and one 
knee, and dropped his mufquet. As he was rifing, 
and before he could recover his feet, another Indian 
fta-bbed him in the back of the neck with an iron 
dagger. He then fell into a bite of water about knee 
deep, where others crowded upon him, and endea- 
voured to keep him under : but ftruggling very 
ftrongly with them, he got his head up, and carting 
his look towards the pinnace, feemed to folicit afiift- 
ance. Though the boat was not above five or fix 
yards diftant from him, yet from the crowded and 
confufed ftate of the crew, it feems, it was not in 
their power to fave him. The Indians got him 
under again, but in deeper water: he was, how- ever, able to get;his head up once more, and being 
aimoft fpent in the rtruggie, he naturally turned to 
the rock, and was endeavouring to fupport himfelf 
by it, when a favage gave him a blow with a club, 
and he was feen alive no more. They hauled him 
up lifelefs on the rocks, where they feemed to take a 
favage pleafure in uiing every barbarity to his dead 
body, /hatching the daggers out of each others hands, 
to have the horrid fatisfaiflion of piercing the fallen 
victim of their barbarous rage. 

“ It was generally remarked, that at firft the In- 
dians {hewed great refclution in facing our fire-arms; 
but it was entirely owing to ignorance of their ef- 
fe£h They thought that their thick mats would 
defend them fiom a ball, as well as from a ftone ; 
but being foon c .nvinced of their error, yet ftill at a 
loft to account how fuch execution was done among 
them, they had recourfe to a ftratagem, which, 
though it anfwered no other purpofe, ferved to fliew 
their ingenuity and quicknefs of invention. Ob- 

ferving 
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ferving the flaflies of the mufquets, they naturally 
concluded, that water would coumeraft their effeft, 
and therefore, very fagacioufly, dipped their mats, or 
armour, in the fea, juft as they came on to face our 
people: but finding this laft refource to fail them, 
they foon difperfed, and left the beach entirely clear. 
It was an object they never negle&ed, even at the 
grealeft hazard, to carry off their (lain ; a cuftom, 
probably owing to the barbarity with which they treat 
the dead body of an enemy, and the trophies they 
make of his bones.” 

In confequence of this barbarity of difpofition 
the whole remains of Captain Cook could not be 
recovered. For, though every exertion was made 
for that purpofe ; though negocia ions and threaten- 
ings were alternately employed, little more than the 
principal part of his bones (and that with great dif- 
ficulty) could be procured. By the poffefiion of 
them, our navigators were enabled to perform the 
laft offices to their eminent and unfortunate com- 
mander. The bones, havng been put into a coffin, 
and the fervice being read over them, were commit- 
ted to the deep, on the twenty-fir ft of February 1779, 
with the ttiuJ military honours. What were the 
feelings of the companies of both the Ihips, on this 
occafion, muft be left to the world to conceive; for 
thofe who were prd'ent know, that it is not in the 
power of any pen toexprefs them. 

Thus perilhed, in the fifty-nrft year of his age, 
this truly eminent and valuable man, equally diftm- 
gutihed for his (kill as a navigator, and for the heroic 
conilancy and firmnefs of his mind. In whatever 
point of view we confider his character, we fhall find 
juft fubject for admiration. Cool and deliberate in 
judging, fagacious in determining, adtive in ex cur- 
ing, and perlevering in his enterprizes, he fupported 
labours, overcame difficulties, and encountered dan- gers, 
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gers, which feldom faH to the lot of one man. 
Though rigid in difcipline, he was mild, juft, and 
humane; and his people, to whom he was a father, 
were obedient to him, rather from motives of affec- 
tion than of fear. His conftitution was ftrong, and 
his mode of living temperate. He was modeft, and 
rather referved in company; but among thofe with 
whom he was acquainted, he was found to be a 
lively, fenfible, and intelligent companion. His 
perfon was about fix feet high, and though a good 
looking man, he was plain both in addrefs and ap- 
pearance. His head was fmall ; his hair, which was 
dark brown, he wore tied behind. His face was full 
of expreffion, his nofe exceedingly well fhaped, his 
eyes, which were fmall, and of a brown caft, were 
quick and piercing, and his eye-brows were promi- 
nent, which gave his countenance altogether an air 
of auftenty. Dr. Reinhold Fofter, after having given a ftiort 
account of rhe Captain’s death, adds as follows: 
“ Thus feil this truly glorious and jufliy admired 
navigator—If we ccniider hisextrerm abilities, both 
natural and acquired, the firmnefs and conftancy of 
his mind, his truly paternal care for the crew en- 
trufttd to him, the amiable manner with which he 
knew how to gain the friendfhip of all the favage’and 
uncultivated nations, and even his conduit towards his friends and acquaintance, we muft acknowledge 
him to .have been one of the greateft men of his age^ 
and that reafon jultifies the tear which ffiendihip pa^s 
tq hi> memory.” 

The Royal Society of London, defirous of ho- 
nouring the memory of this illuftrious member of 
their body, by fome particular mark of refpeit, re^ 
folved to do it by a medal, and for this purpofe a 
voluntary fubfeription was opened. To fuch of the 
Fellows of the Society as fubferibed twenty guineas, 

a gold 
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a gol<J medal was appropriated ; filver medals were affigned to thofe who contributed a fmaller fum, and 
each of the other members received one in bronze. 
The medal which was ftruck, contains on one fide* 
the head of Captain Cook in profile, and roilnd it, 
Jac. Cook, Oceani Investigator Acerrimus; 
and on the exergue, Reg. Soc. Lond. Socio Suo. 
On the reverfe is a representation of Britannia, hold- 
ing a globe, wdth this inscription, Nil Intenta- 
tum [Nostri Liquere; and on the exergue, 
Auspiciis Gborgii ill. Of the gold medals which 
were ftruck upon this occafion, one was prefented to 
his Majefty, another to the Queen, and a third to 
the Prince of Wales. Two were fent abroad ; one 
to the king of France, on account of the protedtion" 
he had gran:ed to the {hips under the command of 
Captain Cook, and another to the Kmprefs of Ruf-' 
fia, in whofe dominions the fame (hips had been re- 
ceived and treated with every degree of friendftiip 
and kiridnefs. Mrs. Cook alfo was afterwards pre- 
fented with one; and a petition in her behalf having 
been laid before the King, from the Lords of the 
Admiralty, his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to order 
that a peniion of two hundred pounds a year Ihould be 
fettled upon her, and twenty-five pounds a year upon 
each of Captain Cook’s fons. This, however, was 
not the only provifion made for them ; the charts 
and plates of the voyage to the Pacific Ocean hav- 
ing been provided at the expence of government, 
and a large profit having on that account accrued 
from its publication, half of this profit was confign- 
ed in truft to Sir Hugh Pallifer, and Mr. Stephens, 
to be applied to the ufe of Mrs. Cook, during her 
natural life, and afterwards tobedivided between her 
children. 

Captain Cook had fix children, of 'whom three 
died in their infancy. James, the eldeft, who was born 
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born at St. Paul’s, Shadwell, on the 30th of O&o- 
ber, 1763, is now a lieutenant in the navy. In a 
letter written by Admiral Graves, in 1785, from 
Granada, he is fpoken of in terms of the higheft 
approbation. Nathaniel, born at Mile-End Town, 
in 1764, was unfortunately loft in his Majefty’s fhip 
the Thunderer, in the hurricane which happened in 
Jamaica, on the 3d of Odtober, 1780. Hugh, the 
youngeft, was born on the aad of May, 1776, and 
was fo called after the name of his father’s great 
friend, Sir Hugh Pallifer. 

It muft be obferved, that, with regard to the three 
principal confequences of our great navigator’s tranf- 
aclions, “ I, fays Dr. K. h ve nothing farther to 
offer, than his havingdifpelled the illufmn of zTerra 
Aujlraiis Incognita his demonftration of the imprac- 
ticability of a northern paffage from (he Pacific' to 
the Atlantic Ocean ; and his having eftablifhed-a/ure 
method of prefcrving the health of feamen in the 
longeft voyages, and throagh every variety of latitude 
and climate. 

There is another family of the earth, c-oncerning 
which new information has been derived from the 
voyages of our Britifh navigator. That the Efqui • 
maux, who had hhherto only been found feated on 
the coafts of Labradore and Hudfon’s Bay, agreed 
with the Greenlanders in every circumftance of cuf- 
toms, manners, and language, which could demon-' 
ftrate an original identity of nation, had already been 
ttfeertained. l!ut that the fame tribe now a&ually 
inhabit the iflands and. coafts on the weft fide of 
North America, oppofne Kamtfchatka, wasadifeo- 
very, the completion of which was referved for Cap- 
tain Cook. In his narrative it will be feen that thefe 
people have extended their migrations to Norton 
Sound, Oonalafhka, and Prince William’s Sound; 
that is, to nearly the diilance of fifteen hundred 

leagues 
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leagues from their flations in Greenland, and the 
coaft of Labradore. Nor does this curious fact reft 
merely on the evidence arifing. from fimilitude of manners : for it ftands confirmed by a table of words, 
exhibiting fuch an affinity of language as will remove 
every doubt from the mind of the moft fcrupulous 
inquirer. 

Other queftions there are, fays Dr. K. of a very 
important nature, the folution of which will now be 
rendered more eafy than hath heretofore been appre- 
hended. From the full confirmation of the vicinity 
of the two continents of Afia and America, it can 
no longer be reprefented as ridiculous to believe, that 
the former furnifhed inhabitants to the latter. By 
the fa&s recently difcovered, a credibility is added 
to the Mofaic account of the peopling of the earth. 
That account will, no doubt, ftand the teft of the 
moft learned and vigorous inveftigation. Indeed, 
Dr. K. has long been convinced, after the clofeft 
meditation of which he is capable, that found phjlo- 
fophy and genuine revelation never militate againft 
each other. The rational friends of religion are fo 
far from dreading the fpirit of inquiry, that they wifh 
for nothing more than a candid, calm and impartial 
examination of the fubjedt, according to all the lights 
which the improved reafon and the enlarged fcicnce 
of man can afford. 
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