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THE 

PREFACE. 

CT*HE following Jbort treatifc upon church-fel- 
^ lowftiip, fufficiently recommends itfelf to every 
intelligent and unbiajfed reader; but ajter the 
prefs was fet a-going, being importuned by a Reve- 
rend Brother, whom I highly ejleem, to declare my 
fentiments about it to the public, I can with all 
freedom affirm, that I did read the manufcript 
with great pleafure. The cmcifenefs, and at the 
fame time the perfpicuity in which it is wrote ; to- 
gether with the Jlrength and folidity of the argu- 
ment, will undoubtedly fet it far above any recom- 
mendation of mine. Howbeit, at fuch a time as 
this, when it cannot be known, by the conduct of 
many profeffiors, what denomination of Chrijlians 
they belong to, I cannot help being of opinion, that 
a careful perufal of this fmall performance, will, 
by the divine bleffing, be a means of their walking 
more clofely with God, according to the unerring 
rule of his word; and likewife of promoting bro- 
therly love towards one another, in all the duties of 
Chriflian fellowfhip. That this Jhort differtatim 
may anfwer thefe valuable ends, is, without the 
leafl privity of the Reverend Author, the fmcere 
iejire of 

Glafgow, 14th Auguft, 
1 7 7 <>■ 

JA. FISHER, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

#"pHE profefled defign of the following Iheets, is 
to give the fcripture-liney which equally a- 

voids the criminal exceffes of bigotry and liberti- 
nifm. It is indeed become extremely difficult to 
obferve a juft medium, without leaning to one 
or other cf thefe dangerous extremes, efpecially 
in an age like this, wherein divifions abound among 
the faints, and the nature, purpofes, and limits 
of Chriftian fellowfhip are but little attended to, 
and, by the moft part, but ill underftood. 

The precife zealot, whofe good opinion and ’ 
good wifhes are confined to the party he belongs 
to, and whofe cruel cenfures are indifcriminately 
thrown out upon all that dt) not think, and fpeak, 
and adt, in exadt conformity to his own views, 
errs upon principle, and thinks he is doing God 
fervice, in proportion as he finds his mind warm- 
ed in a caufe which he fuppofes to have an ex • 
clufive title to be denominated the caufe of God 
and truth. Such a perfon circumfcribes his 
charity within the narrow circle of thefe who 
approve what he approves, and do what he him- 
felf does. He examines every fcheme of reli- 
gious truth and pradtice by his own apprehenfions 

^concerning both; and pronounces every perfon 
! who does not come up fully to his ftandard, ei- 

! ther blind to the knowledge of the dodlrine of 
Chrift, or difaffedled to powerful godlinefs. Per- 
fuaded that his own fentiments are founded on 

: the oracles of God, and that his views of the 
i chain of fcripture-truth are both accurate and ex- 
tenuvc, he confidei's every oue who denies the 

a 2 lea ft 



vx ADVERTISEMENT, 
leaft jot of what he maintains, or even who may 
not allow all that he believes, as an enemy to re- 
ligion. Under this view, he is firmly perfuaded 
that he ought to cenfure all who walk' not with 
him; and the tranfition is Ihort, and fometimes 
'quick, from cenfuring their caufe, to condemn 
and diflike their perfons. 

The lax catholic profejfor^ who breaks through 
every decent ufeful regard to the limited intima- 
cies of church-fellowfhip, in hated regular at- 
tachments to particular focieties, congregations^ 
and churches, and who pretends to hold an equal 
communion with all denominations of Chriftians* 
as far as they will permit him,—he alfo en'-s upon 
principle, and believes it is an improvement in the 
divine life, to fet afide every impediment what- 
ever, to the moft extenfive vifible communion a- 
mong the faints. Upon his principles it is rea- 
fonable to expett, that his willies to promote 
fuch ah union and harmony, will prompt him to 
difcourage every peculiarity in the fyftem of re- 
ceived principles in every church. When he 
gives place to refledlion upon the many and va- 
rious lyftems he fees in the religious world, he 
perceives a mixture of good and bad in every de- 
nomination, and finds not only feme holy men 
in each, but fome characleriftic opinion or fer- 
vice that feems to have the ftamp of divine infti- 
tution, in all. Imagining that all the eJJ'entials of 
pure and undefiled religion are common to every 
clafs of profeffing Chriftians, he boldly avers, 
that every peculiarity is but a circuinjtance, and 
however clear its foundation may be in the word 
of God, it is not necefiary to lalvation; confe- 
quently he judges it imprudent and criminal to 
infift upon it, at the expence or hazard of his 
notions about an univerfal coalition of the people 
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of God in one vifible communion. He treats all 
that differ from him, as perlbns that do not un- 
derftand the genius, that do not poflefs the fpirit 
of Chfiftianity. While he cenfures bigotry with 
the utmoft feverity, he is not fenfible that his 
principles are much the fame with the moft con- 
fined bigot’s. The only material difference lies 
here *, he is an enthufiaft for an impracticable 
fcheme of religious vifible fellowfhip, which is 
merely fpeculative, as well as unfcriptural; and 
the bigot he defpifes, is no lefs zealous for an un- 
fcriptural, but practicable fyftem of communion. 
The one and the other are, however, equally 
attached to their own opinions refpectively j 
but each of them blind to their own weaknefles. 

This Eflay is an honeft attempt to guard Chri- 
ftians againft both thefe extremes, by ftating a 
candid appeal to the word of God, and to found 
reafon. 

Erroneous conclufions have often been fuppo- 
fed to arife out of found principles. This is a 
common cafe, when thefe principles are viewed 

| in a wrong light. Becaufe finners are faved by 
grace, and juftified only by faith, Antinomians 

. deny the neceflity of good works in them that 
believe. Becaufe no man fhall fee the Lord 

| without holinefs, legalijis affirm that good works 
procure the favour of God. Antinomians and 

i legalifts refpectively build their dangerous errors 
upon good principles, which they have firft re- 
prefenced to their minds in a falfe light. 

The cafe is precifely the fame with bigotted 
zealots and libertines, in their refpe&ive notions 
of church-communion. It is the indifpenfable 
jduty of church-members to obferve all the ordi- 

nances 
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nan esof Chrift, as well as to believe the whole 
fyftem of his doftrines; therefore the contrutted 
bigot fancies he muft confine his charity and 
good wifhes to his own party. It is the indifpen- 
fable duty of the faints to love all that love the 
Lord Jefus Chrift; therefore the rehgious free- 
thinker imagines he fhould defpife every hedge fet 
abotlt the communion of. faints in their particu- 
lar and more private connexions.—Both parties 
go upon good and ufeful principles, and both of 
them draw falfe and erroneous conclufions. 

My intention in this Eflay, is not to balance 
the iniquity and mifehief of the one againft the 
other, by way of comparifon; but to manifeft 
the abfurdity and ill confequences of thefe erro- 
neous conclufions they feverally draw from prin- 
ciples which will not warrant their inferences. 

The reader is neither to expeX in it a vindica- 
tion of any one clafs of Chriftians, nor an attack 
upon others. It is indeed my firm belief, that the 
model of the Chriftian church is an eflential 
branch of revealed truth, and that the Prefbyte- 
rian form of order and difeipline is moft agreeable 
to the mind of Chrift : but thefe points are al- 
ways fuppofed throughout the following per- 
formance, having, after many abler pens employ- 
ed in that caufe, alfo fhewn mine opinion, in a 
book publifhed laft year, entitled. An humble at- 
tempt to exhibit a fcriptural view oj the conjlitu- ' 
tion, order, dijeipline, and felloivjhip of the Chri- 
fiian church. The principles explained and efta- 
blifhed in that book, are the foundation of this 
little piece, which may therefore be confidered 
as a fequel and improvement of it. 

No 
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No particular notice is taken of the Seceflion 
From the judicatories of the church of Scotland, 
though I confider it only as a feafonable and du- 
tiful attachment to that fyftem of dottrine, wor- 
ftiip, difcipline, and church government, which 
is delivered in the oracles of God, and drawn out 
in the JVeJiminfier aflembly’s Confejfion of Faith, 

■ CatechifmSf DireFlory, and Form of Preflyterial 
Church-government. The only circumftance 

! that has occaliohed their attachment to be mani- 
I fefted, in a way of feceflion, is the too evident 
and intolerable corruption of this divinely ex- 

jcellent fyrtem by the eftablilhed church, which 
obftinately perfeveres in exercifing cruelty and 
violence againft faithful minifters and people, 
while fhe negletts the due adminiftration of 

’ vigorous difcipline upon the erroneous and im- 
moral. May thefe caufes foon ceafe; and may 

[ the very name of Seceflion be forgot, in an united 
endeavour of all that fear God to return to 
himfelf, and to walk together with true zeal and 
charity in his truths ! 

The leading topics in this Eflay’are neither pe- 
culiar to one party nor another. They are com- 
mon to fociety. The opponent, whoever he may 

1 be, is reprefented as a rebel againft God and 
I common fenfe, as an enemy to the welfare of the 
(.church, and a ftranger to the world and himfelf. 

, My earneft prayer is, that God would merci- 
fully enlighten the minds of his people, and unite 

1 their hearts, in receiving, obferving, and keep- 
ing pure and entire all the ordinances of Chrift. 

.London, Au^ujl 22. ARCHIBALD HALL. 
| * 7 7 





CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 

TH E conditions and purpofes of mankind 
fuggeft the utility and the terms of their 
focial connexions. The general princi- 

ples, that conliitute fociety, are the fame in bar- 
barous regions, and in the countries refined by 
the knowledge of the liberal arts. Men are at 
leaft as much a law to themfelves in SOCIAL LIITE, 

as in any branch of. morality. Circumftantial im- 
provements, and thefe of the higheft concern to 
human nature, are the happy confequence of 
that difcernment and light, which elevate fome 
nations and focieties above others. But the fun- 
damental terms of fociety, in its rudeft ftate, are 
either fuggefted by inftinX, or the refult of the 
moft fuperficial oblervation. 

Without attending to the general fyftem of fo- 
ciety, our notions about particular branches of it 
muft be vague, and precarious, if not in many 
refpeXs falfe. 

Even our conceptions about RitiGious FEL- 

LOWSHIP, or THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS, 
muft be extremely imperfeX, unlefs the nature 
and laws of fociety are carefully attended to. 

A Many 
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Many things are common to all focieties; and it 
would be folly to attempt to find every fuch ef- 
femial idea io a j«)fitive, exprefs fcripture-infti- 

^ tution refpedting the church. “ There are fome 
circumitances concerning— the church, common 
to human—focieties, which are to be ordered by 
the light of nature, and Chriftian prudence, 
JV. B. according to the general rules of the ’word, 
which are always to be obferved f.” 

To introduce what I have to offer concerning 
liELiGious COMMUNION, it will be proper to 
give fome account 

Of fociety in general. 

The conftitution of human nature, like the 
whole fyftem of creation, is adapted to commu- 
nicate and receive focial energy. The^ influence 
of attraction or repulfon is vifible through all na- 
ture. Mankind are endued with capacities and 
difpofitions to enjoy much happinefs in compa- 
ny ; and the diverfities of their genius, temper, 
tafte, and fituation, afford individuals many oc- 
cafions of intelledhial-improvement, open anew 
fource of felf-knowledge, and excite to many 
ufeful, entertaining, benevolent, and pleafant 
purfuits, while the field is kept clear for every 
adventurer, to endeavour the general welfare of 
his neighbour, by a life employed in beneficent 
a&ions. 

Necefllty is the irrefiftible inducement that im- 
pels men to form and maintain regular connec- 

t Weflminfter ConftfEon, chap. i. (. 
tions. 
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tions. Where-ever this neceiTny operates, it 
produces fimilar effefts. It is founded ia the af~ 

feftions, which are infeparable from humanity, 
and dire&ed in their bias by the notions of the 
underftanding. Hence every man is attached to 
fociety of fome fort; and yet there is an endlefs 
variety of connexions in the world. The bar- 
barous Hottentot, and the wildeft American fa- 
vage, have each his paffion for its charms and 
benefits, as well as the moll: refined philofopher : 
and it is hard to determine which of them is moft 
inclined that way. The favage knows little, and 
therefore has few defires. The philofdpher’s 
mind is enriched with obfervations and reflec- 
tions, and therefore his defires are extenfive, and 
his connexions in fociety more noble and impor- 
tant in their nature and defign, than the barba- 
rian can poflibly reach, on account of his wretch- 
ed ignorance. Defire follows knowledge #. But 
there is great reafon to believe, that mankind 
have much the flime defires after fociety, accor- 
ding to the notions they have of its nature, and 
the purpofes to be obtained by it. 

The moft improved [late of fociety, and the love 
j, of fciencty are infeparable companions. They 
!: ftand or fall together j and they wax or wane 

with an even pace. 

But without launching into fpeculations oa a 
fubjeX, which is praXical in its nature, and is 

| only to be confidered at prefent with a view to 
throw light on the duty of Chriftians in church- 
fellowfhip; I lhall colleX fome of the moft gene- 
ral notions of fociety, which are iafeparable from 
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jjt in the moft tmpolifhed ftate of mankind ; and 
upon which every refinement of civilized man- 
ners is built, in places of the world, and in ages, 
enlightened with good fenfe, and improved with 
fine tafte. 

t. There is a certain inftindtive tendency in 
mankind to entertain a common regard to one 
another. This is a work of the law, which is 
naturally written on every man’s heart. Even 
Heathens knew that malice, envy, malignity, want 
tf natural affeElion, and fuch like crimes, defer- 
ved death, Rom i. The apoftle appeals againft 
fuch vile tempers to the dilates of confcience, 
and the general fenfe of mankind, Rom. ii. 14. 
15. “For when the Gentiles, which have not 
“ the law, do by nature the things contained in 
“ the law, thefe having not the law, are a law 

unto themfelves : which fhew the work of the 
law written in their hearts, their confcience 

“ alfo bearing witnefs, and their thoughts the 
s< mean while accnfing, or elfe excufing one an- 

other.” The moral law is for fubftance the 
law of nature •, and the fum of its obligations to- 
wards men is comprehended in loving our neigh- 
bour as ourfelves, Matth. xxii. 39. Interefts and 
prejudice indeed are too powerful for principle 
in many cafes ; and every country furnifhes too 
many examples of men being carried to the moft 
Ihocking extremes of wanton barbarity, in con- 
tempt of all humanity. Rut there is no nation 
under heaven, where thefe outrages are counte- 
nanced by the feiife of the people, except upon a 
fyftem of jurifprudence, imperfecl and abfurd as 
it is, which is eftablilhed among them, and then 
they think the good of mankind obliges them to 
obferve it. Their notions may be falfe, and their 

manners, 
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minners abfuni, and even brutal; but while they 
err upon principle, and are-inhuman and unna- 
tural by rule, this is no obje&ion to the general 
pofition,—That there is a certain inJlinEHve ten- 
dency in their breajis to entertain a common regard 
to mankind. 

2. The fentiments and manners of mankind* 
which depend upon thoufands of circumftances* 
that form the character and conduct of per Iona 
and focieties, are widely different through the 
world. The early impreffions of education, the 
force of cuftom, the authority of names, and 
many, many other caufes, tinge the mind with 
prejudice, and become rooted principles of error 
and mifcondutt. AJmolt every man has fome* 
thing peculiar to kimfelf. There is fomething 
alike, and yet with iome difference, in the fenti- 
ments and manners of all men, »ot unlike the 
varied uniformity (if I may ule the expreflion) 
in the lhape of the body and form of the coun- 
tenance, that fhew mankind to be of one fpecies, 
and yet difbinguilh individuals. A family-like- 
nefs and a national character are become prover- 
bial. ' 

3. Amidfl: this- variety, the common regards 
of mankind are far from being fufficient to unite 
them in clofe enough connexions for their com- 
fort. This truth was not left to the flow invefti- 
gation of either reafoning or experience. Adam 
difeerned it previous to the exeroile of his rca- 
foning powers, and’before he had the leaft expe- 
rience of the nature of fociety with his own ipe- 
cies. When “ the Lord God had made the rib^ 
“ which he took from the man, a woman, he 
M brought her to the man : and Adam faid, 

A 3 “ This 
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This is now bone of my bones, and flelh of 

“ myfldfli; Ihe fliall be called Woman, becaufe 
** flie was taken out of man. Therefore fliall a 
“ man leave his father and his mother, and fliall 

cleave unto his wife : . nd they twain ftiall be 
“ one flefli,” Gen. ii. 22. 23. 24. This was the 
£rft fociety that ever exifted among mankind, 
and was a pattern for all their poflerity. On 
this account our Lo; d corre&s the error of the 
Jews, on the head of polygamy and divorce, by 
appealing to what was from the beginning, Matth. 
xix 8. Mark x. 6. 7. 8. 9. There have been 
inch monfters as have held the truth in unrigh- 
teoufnefs in every age, and in every country; but 
there is no example of any man or woman, who 
was content to live upon equal terms of undiftin- 
guiftiing friendfliip with all mankind. The ne« 
ceflity of clofe and particular connections is uni- 
verfally perceived, felt, confefi'ed, and fubmit- 
ted to, as the only means of making life tole- 
rable. 

4. The laws of fociety mufl: be facredly obfer- 
ved. In barbarous countries this fyftem muft be 
very imperfeCt; but the purpofes to be obtained 
by it are in proportion general and unimportant 
to the honour and comfort of mankind. A- 
mong people that are more civilized* we find a 
fyftem of legiflation more refined, and better cal- 
culated to obtain high and noble ends. What- 
ever differences may take place between the ru- 
defi: ftate of nature, and the moft poliftied re- 
finements of focial life, nature unifonjily prompts 
men in both of them to have a facred regard to 
the laws of their fociety. Nectfiity and inclina- 
tion combine all their influence to induce them 
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to this courfe, the very exigence of fociety de- 
pending upon it. 

5. Nature perceives, without the help of in- 
ftru&ion, that the private intimacies of focial 
connection are fo far from fuperfeding, or even 
injuring a public fpirit, and a generous regard to 
the welfare of mankind, in the moft extenfive 
concerns of human life, that they are the beft 
fecurity for both. If there are a few inftances 
wherein they interfere, the mutual affiftances 

II they contribute to each other are fo much great- 
i er, and more numerous, that they have always 

been thou6ht perfectly harmonious, and necef- 
•j fary to one another. The barbarian never dif- 
I fented from the opinion of the philofopher, con- 

cerning their mutual fubferviency and helpful* 
it nefs in general. Where fociety is leaft perfect, 
) to be fme the advantages of it are feweft and 

fmalleft in proportion ; but as fociety comes to 
be more improved, the benefits of it become e- 
qually greater and fweeter in every relation pu- 
blic and private. This has been the uniform ex- 
perience of every nat on, fince men were divided 
into different nations to dwell upon the face of 
the earth. 

The indulgent hufband, the loving parent, 
I the kind mailer, the good neighbour, and the 
1 induftrious man who looks well to his own af- 
|| fairs, h ve always been reckoned the beft friends 
t> to the public welfare. This has been found, in 

fadt, as a way of thinking, as it has been ge- 
ne/a/,- and detnonftrates my polition, that a 
ft riel regard to private intimacus in focial connec- 
tion, is perfectly confiftcnt ivith, and even advan- 
tageous to the good the public. A public Ipirk 
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is not that abfurd th* g which deftroys the fectt- 
ritics and reafonable obligations of inferior focie- 
ties, under the pretence of cultivating a catholic 
love to mankind, upon- the moft general undi- 
ftinguifliing principles. A public Spirit undoubt- 
edly implies an open, candid, and charitable 
temper of mind towards our neighbour, and all 
that is his •, but it always fuppofes the perfon 
poffeffed of it, to be ftriftly attached to every pri- 
vate focial connexion, without which it is im- 
poffible the general ends of fociety can ever be 
eife&ually obtained. 

6 The regulations of fociety in private life, 
eonftitute an eflential branch pf the general fy- 
ftem of jurifprudenee in every public fociety. 
The memoirs of every country vouch for the 
fact; and the moft fuperfkial reflection difeovers 
a good reafon for it. The leaft: and the largeft 
focieties are united upon certain conditions: and 
thefe conditions are the principles of their conjli- 
tution. All large focieties are formed out of 
fuch as are originally fmall; and all public focie- 
ties comprehend many private ones. The cha* 
rafter, fentiments, and behaviour of individuals, 
are reafonable objtfts of confider ition, in the 
leaft and rr.ofi: private fociety : and, for the fame 
reafon, the regulations of every fuch fociety, are 
an important objeft of confideration, in the ju- 
rifprudence of every country. 

Thefe general obfervations.do not make any 
addition to the knowledge of almoft any man en- 
dued with a very moderate fhare of underftand- 
ing. They are only refleftions upon life; and 
the moft they pretend to, is, a compendious view 

of 
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of focial life, as it really exifts, and afts, upon 
the principles of common fenfe. 

Thefe premifles will be o£fome ftrvice in open- 
ing the communion of faints, as they fhew what 
nature teacheth on the fubjeft of fociety : and her 
di&ates hatre their ufe in many points of religion, 
1 Cor. ^i. 1.—16. I lhall therefore proceed to 
the confideration of what is more particularly 
deligned for the fatisfa&ipn of the reader ia this 
diflercation, which is to treat 

Of church-communion. 

THAT there is a communion among the faints, 
is both an ancient, and a general article of 

the Chriftian faith. But, like many others, it 
is more commonly fuppofed, than well under- 
ftood. By a ftrange infatuation, it frequently 

r happens, that general truths are neglected, while 
prejudice and ignorance operate, with an unper- 
ceived eitergy, to hinder mankind from juft 
views, or a fair application of what every body 
has fome notion about. Hence the multitude 
become dupes, either to their own indolent pride, 
or to the arts of defigning men. 

That the point in hand may be explained with 
precilion, fo as either to eftablilh the truth, or 
lie open to a candid detection, I (hall attempt to 
do three things: 

1. To ftate and illuftrate the nature of chttrch- 
communion, in feveral propofitions. 

2. To deduce a few inferences from that illu- 
1 ftration of it. And, 
) x. To give fome dire&ions concerning it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the nature of church-communion. 

L' OR Chriftians to join themfelves in partial- 
A lar focietics and connexions, in prder tc 
carry on the great intenefts of religion, appear* 
to be both a duty and a privilege. As a duty, il 
ftands upon the fureft foundations ; and as a pri- 
vilege, it is attended with excellent advantages. 
The nature, principles, and purpofes of it, fa 
far as my prelent delign is concerned about them, 
may be fufficiently illuftrated in the following 
propofitions. 

Prop, i. The church has every thing effential tt 
fociety, in common with focieties of any kind. 

Weak minds may perhaps move a doubt upon 
this head, becaufe the church is a kingdom not of 
th’s world, and becaufe her members are of ano- 
ther fpirit, and united for other purpofes, than 
the men of the world. Here the doXrine is 
true, but the application of it wrong. The 
church is not of this world; but it does not fol- 
low, that there is an elTential difference, in thefe 
things, which conftitute the very nature of her 
focial fellowfhip, between the church and other 
Societies. Without allowing that every thing ef- 
fential to fociety, belongs to the church in com- 
mon with all focieties, we can never account for 
iter being fo often reprefented in the fcripture, 
under images borrowed frjm civil focieties. She 
is called a city, an houfe, a kingdom, a family^ 
&c. Heb. xii. 22. l Tim. iii. i j. Matth. xiii. gff. 
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Eph. iii. 15. The propriety of thefe allufiorf^* 
mutt be founded in the fuppofed truth of my po- 
Ution. 

And if the church has every thing eflential to 
ifociety, in common with focieties of any kind, it 
follows, that the arguments, taken from the light 
\of nature, and Chrijlian prudence, according to 
the general rules of the word, are conclufive and 
pertinent, when applied to the concerns of the 
church, in fuch points as are common and ellen- 
itial to every fociety. 

Prop. 2. The members of the vifible church are 
fuch as profefs their faith in Chrijt, and obedience 
to him, 'with their children. 

Many are hypoci'itical in fuch profeffions, and 
are not cordial in their pretenlions. It has al- 
ways been fo, and there is much reafon to believe 

lit will be fo, while the world ftajids. But, 
though their hypocrify expofes them to the re- 
fentments of omnifeient jealoufy, which will not 
be mocked, it cannot exclude them from mem- 
[berfhip in the vilible church. Judas Ifcariot, 
though a fon of perdition, was reckoned among 
the chofen twelve. Simon, who had been a 
jmagician 'or forcerer, was baptized upon a pro- 
fefiion of his faith, though he was ftill in the 
gall of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. 
Nothing avails in the fight of God, but a netj 
[creature. But God, as was moft fit, hath refer- 
red to himfelf the prerogative of judging the fe- 
;Crets of the heart ■, and hath pointed out certain 
'.appearances, that may prove falfe and deceitful, 
to be the rule of human judgment, which there* 

' jfore is not infallible. 
Thefe 



12 CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 

Thefe appearances are few and fimple, but 
they are every way fufficient to anfvver all the 
purpofes of their fellowlhip in the gofpel. (i). 
They muft have fome knowledge of the perfections 
of God, of the fpirituality of his law, of the fo- 
vereignty of his grace, and of their need of 
Chrift, with his univerfal fuitablenefs and fuffi- 
ciency, Rom. x,. 3. 4. Eph. ii. 8. (2.) They 
muft prtfefs their belief of thefe capital articles of 
Chriftianity/ upon which the whole fyftem of its 
privileges and duties is built, ACts viii. 37. Rom. 
x. 9. 10. (3.) They muft depart from all known 
iniquity, 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 11. 2 Tim. ii. 19. Tit. 
i. 15. 16. (4.) They muft exprefs their ejleem 
and love of the truth; and, as an evidence of this, 
their refolution to yield a chearful obedience to 
all divine inftitutions according to the fcriptures, 
2 Cor. viii. 5.—We fhould expeCt fuch fruits as 
thefe in every real Chriftian, advanced to a ripe- 
nefs of reafon and .underftanding: and where- 
ever they are found, charity forbids every un- 
worthy fufpicion concerning that perfon’s Chri- 
ftianity.—The Infants of fuch as are members of 
the viftble church, though they cannot fhow 
thefe fruits in their infancy, are to be reckoned 
among the members of the viftble church, until 
their impious courfes demonftrate that they are 
“ without Chrift, being aliens from the com- 
“ mon wealth of Ifrael, and ftrangers from the 
“ covenants of promil*, having no hope, and 
“ without God in the world,” Eph. ii. 12. The 
illuftration and proof of the memberlhip of fuch 
children would be too tedious, befides that they 
are impertinent, for my prefent purpofe. The 
reader is referred to the explications and defen- 
ces of the doctrine of infant-bagtifm, for full fa- 
tisfaltion. 

From 
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From what has been faid on the character o£ 
church-members, it is plain, that their member- 
fltip is not to be eftimated by the place of their 
birth or rtjidenoe .---that it does not depend on 
ihexr external privileges :—and that their vifible 
title to this dignity, if adult, is founded on their 
PERSONAL CHARACTER. 

Prop. 3. Chrijlians are called by the gofpel to 
an holy fetlo-wfbip, and are under the Jlrongeft obli- 
gations to cultivate that fellowjhip with mutual 
ardour. 

That Chrlftians are called by the gofpel, to an 
holy fellowfhip together, is very evident from 
theie conliderations. (1.) The defcriptions of 
the Chriftian church, which is called o flacky an 
houfe, a city, a kingdom. See. clearly fuggeft an 
idea of focial communion. (2.) The uniting in- 

fluence of the gofpel-fcheme deferves particular 
confideration. The faints have a joint intereft 
and concernment in fuch excellent things as di- 
rect and oblige them to be united in heart and 
afle&ion, in fellowlhip and prattice : Eph. iv. 3. 
4. 5. 6. “ Endeavouring to keep the unity of 
“ the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
<l body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
“ one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
“ faith, one baptifm, one God and Father of 
“ all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
“ you all.” (3.) This fellowlhip is exemplified 

, in fuch inftanccs as have the force and obligation 
of a law to direft and bind the copfcience. We 

1 are compafied about with a great cloud of ho- 
' non cable witndTes on this point. The faints have 

always been companions of all them that feared 
God. As foon as any believed in the apoftolk 

B age. 
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age, we find they immediately joined themfelves 
to the faints, and continued ftediaftly in fellow- 
fhip with them: Afts ii. 41. 42. 47. “Then 
f* they that gladly received his word were bap- 

tized : and the fame day there were added un- 
, to them about three thoufand fouls. And 
“ they continued ftedfaftly in the apoftles doc- 
4‘ trine and fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, 
f* and in prayers. And the Lord added to 
“ the church daily fuch as Ihould be faved,” 
(4.) It is exprefsly commawdc^asadutywhichcon- 
ftitutes a remarkable branch of practical religion: 
Phil. i. 27. “ Only let your converfation be as 
*( it becometh the gofpel of Chrift.” And that 
we may know what the apoftle means by this con- 
verfation -which becometh the gofpel of Chrijl, he 
fubjoins in the fame verfe, “ that YE STAND 

“ FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE MIND, 
“ STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH 
** OF THE GOSPEL.” The laft exprefiion is 
evidently intended to explain the firft. And, 
(5.) The manifold advantages of this holy fel- 
lowfhip are a gxeat recommendation of it: for 
It gives courage to every Chriftian to profefs and 
praftife his religion, when many perfons are en- 
gaged by mutual agreement in the fame profef- 
fion and praftice;—it is more for the particular 
edification of Chriftians, that fuch focieties fhould 
be formed, where the word of Chrift is conftant- 
ly preached, where the ordinances of Chrift are 
adminiftered, and the religion of Chrift is held 
forth in a focial and honourable manner to the 
world ;—fuch an holy fellowfhip and agreement 
to walk together in the ways of Chrift, is an 
happy guard againft backfliding and apoftacy; it 
is a defence againft the temptations of the world, 
and the defilements of a finful age; and—Chri- 

ftians, 
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ftians, thus united together by mutual acquaint* 
ance and agreement, can give -each other better 

l affiftance in every thing that relates to reli- 
gion, whether public or private. 

Such a variety of concurring obligations^ 
which combine their weight and authority to 
engage Chriftians to joiq in an holy and intimate 
fellowlliip, are ftrong inducements to an ardent 
zeal in maintaining and cultivating that fellow- 
fhip, when it is once formed. The purpofes of 

i Chriftian communion are practical, and caa on- 
ly be fully obtained by perleverance, and un- 
wearied endeavours in the profecution of them. 
To be remifs and negledtful in this point, is a 
prattical denial of the principles of it, and im- 
plies an acknowledgment of their infufiiciency. 
for the ends of their revelation to men. 

i’rop. 4. Chriflian fellowjbip is built upon the 
j foundation of revealed truth. 

It may truly feem ftrange, that this propolition- 
fhould ever be difputed. But flrange as it may 

j appear, the faft is certain. The methods of ma- 
naging the conteft are many and various, but I all of them odious to fuch as are determined to 
make the word of God their only rule to direct 
them, how they may glori'y and enjoy God. 
“ Other foundation can no man lay,” for the 

| faith, obedience, and fellowfhip of the Chriftian 
|( church, “ than that is laid,” t Cor. iii. 11. What- 
| ever refpect that affertion may have to individual 
i perfons, it is manifeft, that the original defign of. 

the Holy Ghoft in it, is to reprelent Chrift as the 
foundation of the communion of faints in their 

I church Jlaiefor the apoftle is reproving that. 
B 2 contentious, 
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contentious humour which prevailed in the 
church of Corinth; and to expofe the abfurdity 
of it, he puts the members in mind of an image 
that reprefents the folly of their bad tempers in a 
very ftriking light—Ye are God’s building, verf. 9. 
■ In purl'uing this argument, he obferves, that 
a building, though compofed of many detached 
parts, is one •whole, and has but one foundation, 
and therefore they fhould be one among them- 
felves. He urges this argument further, by de- 
fcribing the materials of which this facred edi- 
fice is built. Wood, hay, andJlubble, would dif- 
grace the foundation, and endanger the fabric ; 
therefore they muft only build gold, jilver, and 
precious Jlones, upon this precious foundation, 
verf. 12.—15. As Chriftians fhould unite upon 
clear fcriptural principles, fo their fentiments 
and practices fhould fhine, in that holy ftate, in 
all the fimplicity and beauty of unfeigned faith* 
and of true holinefs. 

The propofition I have laid down concerning 
the foundation of Chriftian fellonxjhip, which is af- 
firmed to be revealed truth, might be fupported 
with a great compafs of folid proof. (1.) The 
nature of the church, which is the kingdom of. 
Chrift, and is not of this "world, is a manifeft de- 
monftration of it, John ?tviii. 36. Being the 
kingdom of Chrift, fhe muff acknowledge no judge, 
king, or lawgiver, but Chrift only ; becaufe fhe 
would not be HIS KINGDOM, if ihe acknow- 
ledged any other: and being not of this -world, 
fhe muft be fpiritual in her conftitution, and in- 
dependent on the pleafure and authority of men. 
(2.) The characters of grown, church-members, fur- 
nifh another evidence of this point. They muft 
profefs faith in Chrift, and obedience to him. 

Faith 
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Faith is a crediting the divine teftimony concern- 
ing him; and obedience to Chfift, is an obe- 
dience to his authority. This teftimony and au- 
thority are only to be expetted or found in the 
fcriptures, which teftify of him, and declare his 
pleafure to men. (3.) The pofltion is exprefsly 
delivered almoft in terms, Eph. ii. 19. 20. “ Now w therefore ye are no more ftrangers and fo- 
“ reigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, 
“ and of the houfehold of God; and are built M upon the foundation of the apoftles and pro- w phets, Jefus Chrift himfeif being the chief w corner-ftone.” (4.) The progrefs of church- 
fellowfhip is an additional proof that it is built 
upon the foundation of revealed truth. Eph. iv. 
1. “ I therefore the prifoner of the Lord, befeech 

you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
** wherewith ye are called.” Verf. 7. “ But 
“ unto every one of us is given grace according 
“ to the meafure of the gift of Chrift:” Verf. 
13. 14. 15. 16. 17. “Till we all come in the 
“ unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
** the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
“ the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of 
“ Chrift : that we henceforth be no more chil- “ dren, tofled to and fro, and carried about 
“ with every wind of dottrine, by the fftight of 
“ men, and cunning craftinefs, whereby they lie 
“ in wait to deceive : but fpeaking the truth in 
“ love, may grow up into him in all things, 
“ which is the head, even Chrift : from whom 
“ the whole body fitly joined together, and com- 
“ patted by that which every joint fupplitth,, 
“ according to the effettual working in the 
“ meafure of evecy part, maketh increafe of the: 
“ body, unto the edifying of itfelf in love. This 
“ I fay therefore, and teftify in the Lord, that 

B 3 “ ye- 
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“ ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk 
“ in the vanity of their mind.” Verf. 20. 21. 

But ye have not fo learned Chrift *, if fo be 
“ that ye have heard him, ant} have been taught 
“ by him, as the truth is in Jefus.” 

Since the do&rines and duties of Chriftianity, 
which are the conditions and object of church corn- 
munion, (or its moral foundation), are the truths 
of God, and revealed in his word ; we Ihould' 
endeavour to obtain a competent knowledge andr 
proper evidence of what is there delivered, and 
be content with that eftablifhment, which is both 
moft fuitable to the nature, and advantageous to 
the honour and fafety, of the gofpel-church : 
Matth. xvi. 18. “Upon this rock I will build 
“ my church; and the gates of hell fhall not 
“ prevail againft it.” The Holy Ghoft teaches 
us “ to pray for kings, and for all that are in 
“ authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
“ peaceable life in all godlinefs and honefty,” 
under their mil4 and juft adminiftration, 1 Tim; 
ii.i. 2. Thebeft authority for our faith and prac- 
tice is in the oracles of God; and there is fmall 
jreafon to value ourfelves upon any fantftions of 
men, which are fo frequently converted into en- 
gines of carnal policy, and fometimes of cruel 
tyranny. 

Prop. 5. Edification and comfort in the faith, 
love, and obedience of revealed truth, are the great 
objects of religious communion. 

Every fociety propofes fome ends which they 
reckon important and ufeful. The purpofes to 
be 'obtained in a ftate of church-fellowlhip are, 
in proportion, more important and beneficial 

than 
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than the purpofes ot any other fociety, as they, 
relate to the happinefs of the icJul, and the ever- 
lafting interefts of mankind.—«—Thefe are the 
mutual and united edification and comfort of the 
members in the faith, and love, and obedience 
of the fcriptures. (i.) Edification and comfort 
are every where reprefented as the governing endt 
of this holy fellowship. As all the members 
contribute to the benefit and pleafure of the whole 
body; fo the particular members of the Chriftian 
church to the increafe and joy of the body of 
Chrift. Their fellowlhip heightens their fatif- 
factions, and diminiflies their lorrows : for here- 
by they come to have common joys and fuffer- 
ings, common happinefs and alleviations of 
grievous pain. They may fay, in reference to 
what concerns their Condition, as the primitive 
difciples-did of their worldly fubftance, “that 
“ none of the things they pofiefs” or want “ is 
“ their own, out they have all things common,” 
Atts iv. 32. Thus the church maketh increafe 
of the body unto the edifying of itfclf. (2.) This 
edification and comfort which Chriftians fhould 
purfue, confift in the^rouiM, evidence, and fruits 
of their faith, love, and obedience of revealed truth. 
——Of their faith, that it may become more ju- 
dicious, more confirmed, and more efficacious, 
while the doftrines of it are better underftood, 
the grounds of it are more clearly difcerned, the 

* encouragement's to it are more powerfully felt, 
the operations of it are better direfted, and the 
evidences of it become more manifeft. The faints 

' are the faithful in Chrift Jefus, Eph.i. 1. ; and 
their church-communion makes their faith to 

I grow exceedingly, and to become confpicuous in the world, 2 ThefT. i. 3. Rom. i. 8. Of their 
love, that it may become more warm, more ju- 

dicious. 



zo CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 
dicious, and more fruitful, according to the pray- 
er of the apoftle for the Philippians, “ And thi^ 
“ I pray, that your love may abound yet more 
“ and more in knowledge, and in all judgment} 

that ye may approve things that are excellent; 
“ that ye may be fincere, and without offence 
“ till the day of Chrift; being filled with the 
“ fruits of righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus 
“ Chrift unto the glory and praife of God,” 
Phil. i. 9. 10. 11. Of their obedience likewife, 
that it may become the privileges of the gofpel, 
and correspond with the commandments of the 
divine law; that it may be vifible, extenfive, 
and pleafant, while they walk together in the fear 
of the Lord; and that it may be convincing to 
the world, while they fee the faints uniform and 
cheerful in doing the will of God, as well as in 
confeffing his truths. Rom. xiv 16. 17. 18. 19. ff Let not then your good be evil fpoken of. For 
“ the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
“ but righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the 
“ Holy Ghoft. For he that in thefe things fer- 
“ veth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and appro- 
“ ved of men. Let us therefore follow after 
“ the things which make for peace, and things 
•* wherewith one may edify another.” Revealed 
truth is the only rule of all gofpel-obedience: 
and whenever it is negle&ed, the beft fervices 
become like gamifhed fepulchres, outwardly fair, 
but inwardly abominable. Practical Chriftianity 
is, on this account, called ’walking in the truths 
as -we have received a commandment from the Far 
ther, 1 John 4. The apoftle beautifully defcribe* 
the princ pies, nature, and rule of that obe- 
dience, whi b is the object of religious- commur 
nion, Col. iii. 9.^17. “ Lie not one to another, 
“ feeing that ye have pat-off the old man with his «« deeds y 
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deeds; and have put on the new man, which 
is renewed in knowledge, after the image of 
him that created him. Where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcilion nor uncircum- 
cifion. Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free : 
but Chrift is all, and in all. Put on there- 
fore (as the cleft of God, holy and beloved) 
bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of 
mind, meeknefs, long-fuffering; forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel againft any: even as 
Chrift forgave you, fo alfo do ye. And above 
all thefe things, put on charity which is the 
bond of pei'feftneis. And let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts, to the which alfo ye are called in one body j and be ye thankful. Let 
the. word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all 
wifdom; teaching and admoniihing one an- 
other in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual 
fongs, finging with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. And whatloever ye do in word or 

" deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jefus^ 
“ giving thanks to God and the Father by him.’* 

Now, where-ever this faith, love, and obedience 
of revealed truth prevail, the church is edified and comforted : her glorious Head is publicly. 

j/1 honoured, and his prefence enjoyed. According 
0] to their faith, fo it lhali be to the faints. He 
{that hath the commandments of Jefus, and keep- 

cth them, he it is that loveth him : and he that 
loveth him lhall be lo^ed of his Father, and they 

n will come unto him, and make their abode with 
1 him. Thus it lhall be done to the man that the 
i!King of glory dclighteth to honour. And this 
illhall be the honour and privilege of holy locie- 

i ties, which hold falVChrift’s name, in a ftries of 
fuch 

it 
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Rich works, and charity, and fervice, and faith, 
and patience, as become their heavenly calling ; 
for the effectual fervent prayer of Chrift for them 
runs in thefe words, John xvii. 19. 20. 21. 22. 
23. “ And for their fakes I fanftify myfelf, that' 
“ they alfo might be fahftified through the truth. 
“ Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them 
“ alfo which fhall believe on me through their 
“ word : that they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 
“ ther, art in me, and 1 in thee ; that they alfo u may be one in us : that the world may believe 
“ that thou haft fent me. And the glory which 
“ thou gaveft me, I have given them : that they u may be one, even as we are one. I in them, u and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
** feift in one, and that the world may know 
** that thou haft fent me, and haft loved them, 

as thou haft loved me.” 
Prop. 6. The liberties and blejjings ef the gcr- Jpel are to be enjoyed, in their greatejl comfort . 

and extent, only in a Jlate of Chrijlian ficiety. 
Retirements from the world, and the duties of perfonal religion, are eflentially neceflary, and 

highly ufeful in the Chriftian life. The benefit 
of them is very manifeft : bu. ftill the commu- 
nion of faints, in their united facial Jlate, puts- 
them in the beft capacity to enjoy the liberties 
and bleffings of the gofpel: Heb. xii. 22. 23. 24. . 
“ But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto ' 
“ the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 

falem, and 10 an innumerable company of an- j et gels, to the general aflembly and church of ' 
“ the firft-boi-n, which are written in heaven, w and to God the judge of all, and to the fpirits w of juil men made perfett, and to Jefus the. ,<r mediatoc 
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:m mediator of the new covenant, and to the M‘ blood of fprinkling, that fpeaketh better things 
I than that of Abel.” What is contained in 

efe verfes, is not to be confidered as a deferip- 
>n of the privileges of the future Jiate of the 
urch in heaven, but of its pre/ent Jiate on 
rth, under the gofpel-difpenfation, which the 
oftle oppofes to that of the Old Teftament: for 
erein lies the force of his argument, to fhew 
e preference of the gofpel-ftate, beyond th.;t 
ider the law, and to guard the Hebrews againft 
oftatifing from Chriftianity to Judaifm. In al- 
lion to the characters under which the church 
Ifrael was reprefented, he fpeaks of the gofpel- 

turch, as mount Sion, the city of the living God, 
:(aad the heavenly Jertfalem, which are all terms 
|pf much the f me import, and are applied in 
1 feripture to the New-Teftament church of true 
; believers, of which the church of Ifrael were 
^ ypes. And believers being come to it, as deferi- 
* jed under thefe titles, may molt immediately re- 
f ate to the communion which they are brought 
Into with the church on earth, though the laft 

>arts of the defeription feem more immediately 
o relate to the communion they have, even 

juvhile they are here, with the church in 
n heaven, and with God and the Mediator, wh© 
s fire molt perfectly enjoyed there. 

The pen of impudent panegyric is altogether 
jf seedlefs for fetting forth the advantages of re-li- (jleious Ibciety, to convey and enjoy the privileges 
pf the gofpel, in their greateft comfort and ex- a .tnt. Social intercourfes, properly directed, in- 
1 ireale and ditfufe knowledge, warm the heart, 
| taife the affeCtions, excite emulation, and many 
^ays contribute to the good of mankind^ Our 

Lord 
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Loi’d and Saviour, in hrs wildom and goodncfs, 
hath ordained the fellowship of his difciples, for 
the magnifying his kingly office, and for their 
common edification : for which great and glo- 
rious ends all his inftitutions are, without dif- 
pute, evidently defigned, and excellently adapt- 
ed.—The apoltle’s illuftration of the comfortable 
and advantageous communion of faints, by com- 
p ring them to the body, which is but one, 
though it hath many members, i Cor. xii. Rom. 
xii. confirms all that I affirm : for thefe mem- 
bers are fet in the body for their mutual honour, 
fervice, and benefit. The words of a fenfible 
writer * are rational and pertinent to this pur- 
pofe : “ Particular parts are increafed by union 
and communion with the body $ for if the com- 
munion be cut off, the part decays fo the growth 
and increafe of the body is in the particular parts, 
for the body is not one member, but many, l Cor. ‘ 
xii. 14. and verf. 20. ATow are they many mem- 
bers, but one body, neither can the body fpare 
one without detriment, nor it the body : but if a member go off from the body, the body may 
live, though the member cannot.” 

Prop. 7. The governing ends of church fellcw- 
fmp may, in fame, cafes, be inconf.ftent with the 
narrow views and wifhes of individuals. 

If it be a misfortune to Chrifiians, to be con- 
nected upon fuch terms in their religious con- 
cerns, it is, however, certain, that this misfor-j 
tunc is infeparable from every focial connection | 
in life. The governing ends and purpofes of fo- 
ciety daily interfere with the confined views and 

11 Ifaac CKaunc«y. dcfires 
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dcfires of mankind in every relation; hence 
there muft be a daily exercife of forbearance, 
patience, and prudence, in order to make life 
tolerable. To be inflexible, each in following 
his own opinion, would ruin every fociety. 
Kingdoms muft be deftroyed, and even families 
muft be ruined, by unyielding attachments to 

jj perfonal views and interefts on all hands. When 
lithe depravity of human nature is confidered, it 
jis too favourable a conftru&ion upon it to fup- 
pofe, that all the members of fociety are ftridtly 
honeft and di/interefted in their defigns and mea- 
fures but, if it were granted, that this fuppofi- 
tion is as juft, as it would be charitable, ftill k 

Tannot be denied, that mankind fee but in part, 
and fometimes difcern their intereft and duty too 
imperfeftly, and even falfely, to enable them to 
choofe what is good, and to embrace the beft 
meafures to obtain the moft valuable ends in 

1 fthefe focieties they belong to. 
It would be downright madnefs to expedt, in ■ Ithe prefent imperfect ftate of things, that church- 

ajmembers will fee every point of truth and duty 
if with one eye, or, that fuch meafures as are re- 
ntquifite for the public good, will not be grievous, 

‘n particular inftances, to individuals. Many of 
:he duties, incumbent on them by divine autho- 
rity, imply felf-denial in reference to their incli- 
nation, intereft, and honour. Such felf-deny- 
ing duties fuppofe, that the governing ends of 
their communion are, in theie cafes, inconfift- 
:nt with their views, interefts, and wifhes, as 
adividuals : for if this principle be admitted, the 
ropriety of thefe injundtions is obvious; if it be 
rnied, they are unaccountable. This principle 

C fets 
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fets the apoftle’s advice and reafoning in a very 
agreeable light, Rom. xv. i. 7. “ We then 

that are ftrong, ought to bear the infirmities 
“ of the weak, and not to pleafe ourfelves. Let 
** every one of us pleafe his neighbour for his 
“ good to edification. For even Chrift pleafed 

not himfelf; but as it is written, The re- 
** proaches of them that reproached thee fell on 
** me. For whatfoever things vyere written a- 
** foretime, were written for our learning; that 4‘ we through patience and comfort of the fcrip- 
“ tures might have hope. Now the God of pa- 
*f tience and confolation, grant you to be like- 

minded one towards another, according to 
Chrift Jefus : that ye may with one mind and 
one mouth glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Wherefore receive ye 
one another, as Chrift alfo received us, to the *< glory of God.” 

I Prop. 8. When church-membcrs purfue their pri- 
vate views, at the expence of the general ends of 
religious fellowfhip, they are guilty of fchifm. 

Unlefs the fame extenfive care one for another 
prevail among the members, there is a fchifm in 
the body, 1 Cor. xii, 25. How would the cafe 
ftand in the natural body, if the eye fliould fay 
to the foot, I have no need of thee r or the hand 
to the head, I have no need of thee ? What would be the confequence of fuch language and 
behaviour among the members of a family ? 
Would not the body be injured, and the houfe 
be 1 rought to defolation ?—But nature impels 
the members to hazard themfelves feverally for 
the good of the body; and the vital parts, in a dangerous 
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f dangerous cafe, have every poffible affiftance 
from the ftrongeft and moft diftant members. 

' In like manner, reafon immediately perceives 
the necefficy of an harmonious concurrence in 
family-affairs to promote their general good. 
Few maxims are more generally allowed, than ■ that private views of eafe> ambition, interejl, and 
pleafure, Jbould only be gratified upon terms that ■ are confident -with public utility. This feems to 
be one of the firft laws, relative to focial con- 

• du£t, which is written upon the human heart. 
Div fions and fchifms would be- the unavoidable 
eonfequence, if this principle did not generally 
prevail in the world. The veij courfe of nature 
muft be fet on fire, and the foundations of fo- 
ciety entirely deftroyed, if this law of nature be 
once fet afide. But mankind univerfally do the 
things contained in this law, and, in this mat- 

; ter, are a law unto themfelves. 
i Love is the powerful cement of Chriftian fel* 1 lowfhip. The nature and operations of this di- 

i; vine temper are beautifully defcribed, 1 Cor. xiii. 
* 4.--8. “ Charity fuffereth long, and is kind} 

“ charity envieth not: charity vaunteth not it- 
I' K felf, is not puffed up, doth not behave hfelf 

“ unfeemly, feeketh not her own, is not eafily 
• “ provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in 
•f “ iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth : beareth 1 “ all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
| “ things, endureth all things. Charity never 
I *f faileth : but whether there be prophecies, they 
I ** fhail fail; whether there be tongues, they fholl 
j 1 ceafe; whether there be knowledge, it fhail M vanilh away.” Where-ever this lovb 
l prevails, it muft, it certainly will, induce every Chriituu to feck the peace, the welfare, and 

C 2 profperity 
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profperity of his Chriftian connections, by every 
method in his power, and to deny himfelf the 
pleafure of following his own private views, in points that would interfere with the edification 
of his brethren. 

But where people are guided in their religious 
conduct by narrow, felfifh views, and hurt the 
edification of their fellow-Chriftians, they d» not 
•walk orderly ; for they can neither exercife bro- 
therly love themfelves, nor fecure a reciprocal 
affeCtion from their brethren ; and ccmfequently 
there mult be enVying, and ftrife, and divifions, 
and every evil work among them. To conftitute 
what the fcripture calls fchijm, it is not neceffary 
that there be a total reparation from church- 
communion j for there were fchiims in the church j 
of Corinth, though there was but one church, 
and all the members were in one communion. , 

The only.objeCtions I can forefee againlt this propofition are thefe That it dejlroys the right 
of private judgment; and— that it feems to Jet up 
the public opinion as a teji of religious prabhce. 

As to the firlt objection,—that the right of fri' 
Vate judgment will be def roved, if church-members I 
he not indulged in ptirfuing their own views, in | 
things of a religious nature, even though their | 
Chrijlian connexions be offended : — I would ob- t 
ferve, (i.) That every man has certainly a right, . 
and it is his duty, to be determined concerning j 
his doCtrin.d fentiments, and his religious prac- J 
tice, in every point of both from the oracles of f 
God. (2.) A right of judging upon thefe prin-, I 
ciples, is fully eonfiftent with a perfon’s being 
joined in focial ties with other Chriftians, each of 
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oF whom hive the fame right with himfelR 
Therefore, (3.) This right of private judgment; 
mart be ufed vj 'ith prudence, that it may not oc-. 
caiion offence: for if it produce ftrifes, conten- 
tions, and alienations of affe&ion, it deftroys the 

; very bonds of ail Chrittian fociety. We have an 
imitable example of the exercife of this right, up? 
on the plan of gofpel-communion, 1 am recom- 
mending, in Rom. xiv. and 1 Cor. viii. 

Thefecond bbje&ion, viz. That my pofition fets 
up the public opinion, as a tejl of religious practice, 
   is only a counter-part to the firft. Con- 
cerning it I would obferve, (1.) That the word 
of God is the only rule to direft us how we may 
glorify and enjoy him (2.) The word of God, 
in every thing relating to church-fellowlhip, ad- 
dreffes us not only as Chrijlians, but as church- 

{< members, or as perfons that are joined in the ties of 
)j Chriftianfociety. Therefore, (3.) Not the public. 
;| opinion, but the word of God, which warns us a- 

gainft purfuing the gratificatiorf of our private; 
if, views, at the expence of the general ends of re> 
Iligious fellowfhip, is the alone rule of religiour 

praPlice in all the offices of church-communion  
Yes, the word of Godj which enjoins faints, to 

*| “ follow after the things which make for peace, 
•I (t and things wherewith one may edify another 
•I —which charges them “ for meat not to tleifroy 
ft; “ the work of God:”—and which gives this ex- 
I cellent reafon for both, “ to the pure all things 
1' “ are pure but it is evil for that man who eateth 

“with offence,” Rom. xiv. 19. 20. This 
r word of unchangeable truth, and of eternal righ- 
1' teoufnefs, is our o’nly rule. 

Prop. 9. Order and difcipline are effientially ne- 
C 3 ceffiary 
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cejfary to the honour and edification of the vifible 
church. 

There have been many difputes about the kind 
hf government that fhould be adminiftered ; but 
it has been almoft univerfally allowed, that fome 
kind of it is neceflary. The manner of exercifing 
difcipline has not been well agreed upon; but 
many of the a£ls of difcipline have had fome ap- 
pearances of uniformity, in regard to the fails. 
Even the maddell erithufiafts, who make the 
boldeft pretenfions to the infallible conduit of the 
holy Spirit, find their account in admitting fe- 
veral aits of difcipline into their focieties. In- 
deed fome have taken great liberties in declaim- 
ing againft every fyftem of church-difcipline, as 
a carnal fcheme : but thefe declamations are on- 
ly in theory, and nature rebels againlt their own 
fpeculations. The univerfal praitice is founded 
on the moft obvious, undeceiving principles: 
for, (i.) The prefent condition of human nature 
requires it. Man is endued with reafon, and 
therefore a fubjeit capable of fuch government. 
There are many mere pretenders to Chriftianity 
in the vifible church, whofe defiled hearts are al- 
ways ready to fend forth ftreams of impurity, to 
the difcredit of their profeffion. And even the 
faints are not without a powerful law in their 
members, which is a root of litterneis that 
fprings up to trouble the church. ~ On all thefe 
confiderations, it is necelfary that there be an 
order and difcipline obferved in the vilible church, 
both to preferve her purity, and to fupport her 
Credit. (2.)'Order and difcipline are the ap- 
pointed ordinance of Heaven for the ufe ot the 
church. The apoftle tells us of the Coloffians, 
that their order was in Chrift, chap. ii. 5. And 
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again, i Cor. xii. 28. God hath fet fomt in the 
tchurch,—governments. Whatever thefe govern- 
ments were, it is plain, that governments of fomc 
Ikind were fet in the gofpel-church. (3.) Order 
land difeipline are many ways ufeful to the vilible 
church:—fo ufeful, that it is not good £he 

Ifhould be without them. They are for the 
jJbonouf of the church, for her purity, and 
Ifor her comfort. For her honoury as they 

iake her appear refpettable '.—for her purity, as 
they are a fence about the profeffed faith and. 
practice of her members :—and for her comfort^ 
as they fhew the Ration, duty, and dignity of 
each member y and confequently the amiable and 
lovely conftitution of the whole body. 

JV. i?. I do not pretend, at prefent, to deferibe 
Khat order and difeipline, which are necelTiry 
ito the edification of the vifible church. I hav£ 
^explained my fentiments on that fubjedf in an- 
other performance, wherein I have given my 
IreafonS for thinking the Prefhyterian fyjiem to be 
wf divine appointment. 1 only affirm now, that 
an order and difeipline are ejfentially necefj'ary in 
the vifible church, both to preferve her honour, 

l and to promote her edification. 
Prop. to. A credible appearance of perfons be* ■ing really exercifed to godlinefs, is not, of it/elf, a fufeient recommendation Jor admitting, or conti- 

Tiuing them, members of a particular church. 
This fentiment will, no doubt, have a very 

odd found in fome peoples ears. But ftrange a4 
may feem to be, it is manifeftly adopted, in 

ffacf, among all denominations of Chriltians, 
though fouie of them deny it in words. As it 
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is a very weighty and neceffary point, that occa- 
iions abundance of fpeculative debate in the pre- 
fent age, I fhall endeavour to open the meaning,— 
to exhibit the proof,— and to dejend the Jenfe, of 
the propofttion. 

Seftion r. Tor opening the meaning of the pro* 
pofition, the following remarks may be confider- 
ed. (i.) The members of the viliblechurch are 
fuppofed to be real Chrifians, previous to their i 
being received into communion in any particular H 
form of Chriftian fellowlliip. (2.) A credible 
appearance of being exercifed to godlinefs, is a 
clear foundation for a charitable opinion of any 
peffon, or perfons, being real Chriftians ; and : 
for loving them as brethren. (}.) Such an ap- ] 
pearance is abfolutely neceflary to entitle a perfon i 
to vilible communion: and no lubrtitute can ; 
fupply the want of it, in order to render church- | 
fellowlhip eidier fafe or rational. (4.) This ap- i 
pearance, however genuine, (and in the cafe of j 
particular perfons it fhould always be reckoned I 
genuine), is not, ofitfelf, a fufflcient rr^ommenr 1 
dation, either for admitting them to, or conti- 1 
nuing them in, the communion of particular ;*| 
churches. Unlefs there be alfo a profefied fob- J 
jection to the yftem of church order and dif- I 
cipline, vhich is acknowledged in that commu- 9 
nion they would join themfelves to, they cannot a 
be fafely, nor honourably, nor edifyingly, re- ■ 
ceived or continued. Where perfons do not ' i 
profefs fuch fubjecfion, we may lincerely allow ^ 
that they are the difciples of Chrift, the members | 
of his myftical body, and heirs of his everlafting * 
kingdom; and, at the fame time, conliftefitly 
enough deny that they have all the requifites of a 
member of the vilible church, which the fcripture ; 
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las made neceflary to her comfortable fellowship, 
’here is no contradiftion between what is allow- 
!d on the one hand, and what is denied on the 
a her. 

Sefl. 2. The proof of my pofition arifes out of 
he following plain fafts. (1.) Church-commu- 
nion is formed by the mutual agreement of the 
Members to adhere to one fyftem of faith, to ob- 
;rve one fyftem of worlhip, and to walk in one 
rder of church-adminiftration. Mutual agree- 

bent muft be the foundation of all fellowIhip in 
church ftate; “ For how Shall two walk toge- 

f ther, except they are agreed ?” and how Shall 
^hey know that they are agreed, unlefs their 
greement be expreffed in a manner that may re- 
iOve juft caufe of fufpicion from one another’s 
linds, and create confidence about their uni- 
irm views of the doftrines and duties of Chri* 
ianity ? (2 ) Harmony of church-adminiltra- 
jns in worShip, difcipbne, and converiation, neceSTary for the edification of her members, 

tnd for her appearing refpedhible in the eyes of 
\e world, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. “ God is not the au- 

thor of confufion, but of peace” and order, 
as in all churches of the Saints.” It is impious 

[P imagine, that the infinitely wife and holy God 
:ither is, or can be, the author, abetter, or en- 
:ourager, of any diforderly and irregular ma- 

tfiagement, which has a natural tendency to Sling 
«|iis worihip into confufion, or to breed difturb- 
kjances in his church. He is the God of peace 
fcftnd order, and, as fuch, commands, approves, 
band promotes every thing that tends to the fpf- 
jfritual profperity of his people, in a regular, well- 
^governed, and peaceable way. (3.) Chriftians 
titan not walk together in love for their mutual 
Edification and comfort, in a ftate of church-fel- 

lowship, 
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lowftiip, unlefs they have ftrifter connexions 
than barely the credible appearances of vital 
Chriftianity. Even'nature teaches us, that intimate 
focial alliances in common life muft be eftablilh- 
ed upon principles of prudence^ which makes a 
rational choice of capacities, tempers, and ge- 
niuies, out of the human fpecies. Every private 
religious connexion, if prudent, is formed up- 
on tafte, and a diftinguirfiing choice, wherein ail 
Chriftians agree to juftify the principle of build- I 
ing the intimacies of their facred friendfhip up- 
on a narrower foundation, than that of a credible 
appearance of real religion. Now, it is certain, 
Chriftianity was never intended to deftroy, but 
to improve the fundamental laws of nature : and 
it would be very amazing, if that prudent choice, 
which is fo manifeftly ufeful and commendable, 
if well direXed, in the narrower circle of private 
Chri/lian . friendships, fhotild become criminal in 
more public connexions of church-communion: And, 
(4.) The examples of primitive Chriftians* in. 
the apoftolic age, juftifies all that I affirm: for 
they either fubmitted to, and obferved the ordi- 
nances of gofpel-worfliip, and holy fellowlhip, 
delivered by the apoftles; or elfe they refufed, 
and refuiing, were branded for not walking or- 
derly, i Cor. xx. 2. “ Now I praife you, bre- 
“ thren, that you remember me in all things, 
** and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them M to you.” Rom. xvi. 17. “ Now I befeech you, “ brethren, mark them which caufe divifions 4< and offences, contrary to the doXrine which 
** ye have learned j and avoid them.” 2 Theff. 
ii. 14. 15* “ Whereunto he called you by our 
“ gofpel, to the obtaining of the glory of our 
“ Lord Jefus Chrift. Therefore, brethren, ftand 

faft,. and hold the traditions which ye have “ been 
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** been taught, whether by word, or our epiftle.” 
2 ThefT. iii. 6. 7. “ Now we command you, bre- 
“ thren, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

that ye withdraw yourfelves from every bro- 
“ ther that walketh difm-derly, and not after 
“ the tradition which he received of us. For 
“ yourfelves know how ye ought to follow us: for 
“ we behaved not ourfelves dilbrderly among 

you.”—On the whole, I apprehend it is evi- 
dent, that we muft either renounce thefe obvious 
principles of the oracles of God, or elfe allow, 
that a credible appearance of perfons being really 
exercifed to godlinefs, is not, of itfelf, a fufficient 
recommendation for admitting, or continuing them 
members of a particular church. 

Sell. 3. I fhall now proceed to the defence of 
this ajfertion, againft fome of the molt plaufible 
objections that are frequently urged on the other 
fide. 

Firjl, “ This propofition is fuppofed to be in- 
“ confident with the apoftle’s defcription of the 
“ kingdom of God, Rom. xiv. 17. 18. The 

kingdom (or church) of God is not meat and 
“ drink, but righteoufnefs and peace, and joy in 
“ the Holy Ghojl : for he that in thefe things fer- 
“ veth Chrijl, is acceptable to God, and approved of 
“ men. From this account of the gofpel-church 
“ they infer, that holy tempers, and a religious <f converfation, are the only conditions of church- 
“ communion.”—Anf. Thefe verfes contain a 
well-fupported remonftrance againft the hnpo- fing fpirit of the judaifing Chriftians he had to 
deal with, who inlifted on the obfervation of the 
Molaic prohibitions concerning meats and drinks, 

and 
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and days, alledging that no man could either 
pleafe God, or be faved, without fuch obfer- 
vances. The apoltle informs thefe miftaken pro- 
fellbrs, that the kingdom of God, or the go( pel- 
church, had no bufinefs with thefe prohibitions 
and obfervances, being entirely of a fpiritual na- 
ture : a.id that the perlbn, who worlhipped God 
in ipirit and in truth, was now to be reckoned 
an obferver of the divine law, and to be reputed 
fuch in the opinion of all good men. 

Secondly, “ Jt is faid, that this propofition is 
“ inconliftent with catholic love, and particular- 
“ ly with that exhortation, Rom. xi^. 19. Let (< us follow after the things which make for peace, 
“ and things wherewith one may edify another."— 
Anf. I grant that our charity ought not to be 
confined to a party which concurs exactly with us; nor ought all our benevolent \Yiflies and de- 
lights to centre in thefe that approve our opi- 
nions I likewife allow, that peace is a very de- 
ferable thing ; but we are not to purfue it at all 
adventures. We certainly ought to put forth 
ourfelves to the utmoft to obtain and preferve 
unity and concord, yet never to purchafe it at 
the expence of holinefs, truth, or order : for we ! 

muff “ follow peace with all men, and holinefs, 
“ without which no man fhall fee the Lord,” 
Het>. xii 14. “ We can do nothing againft the 
“ truth,” in following after the things which 
make for peace, 2 Cor. xiii. 8. And the peace 
we purfue muft be confiftent with order and di- 1 

Jlinfilion, every one obferving the duties of his 
ftation, arid not like the children of Ifrael when 
without a king, every man doing what is right in 
his own eyes. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, “ It is averred, that self-interest 

** prompts a fet of iiuflrd. defigfiing men, to 
“ oppof- that catht lie principle of admitting 
“ every one into their communion, merely on 

j “ the appe irance of their being Chriftians, a* 
there would be little reafon for ftlfilh bigots 

** to expeft an hearty concurrence in all their 
'* interested fchem.s, unlefs people were firft 

initiated into their me ifures, by falfe repre- u fentations of the terms of church-commu- 1 ^ nion.” Anf. It muft be a knowlcdged, that 
artful men have, on many occafions, made a 
property of weaknefs and credulity, by calcula- 
ting fchemes of religious fellowfhip for advan- 

j cing their own felfifli ends among their followers. 
!No cenfure is too fevere for thefe impious adven- 

turers, who tuppofe that gain is godline/s, and 
I from whom we ought to turn away with abhor- 
L rence of their vile principles. But would it be 

cither juft or generous, to include all under this 
cenfure, who plead for other conditions of church- 
fellowfhip, befides the credible appearances of a 

| Chriftian character ? Would it "be fair, to re- 
r prelent every one that fixed a civil alliance with 

a proper prudent diftinttion, as a felfifh intereft- 
ed individual, becaufe he did not form his con- 
ne&ions at all adventures, without any other con- 

[ ditions, than barely their being of the human fpc- 
P ties ? —Thefe cafes are much alike, and ferve to 

illuftrate one another. Befides, our times af- 
I ford examples of fome, who add to the condi- 
1 tions of church- communion Chrift hath appoint- 

ed ; of others, who profefs to reduce all to the 
iingle point of the vifibie Chrijiianity of the per- 
fons they would admit’,—znA both parties Actti- 
tute of any emolument from civil eftablifhments: 

* and let reafon judge, or experience tell, which of 
D them 
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them are the left and mqft fuccefsful fchemers, fup- 
pofing them to be chiefly determined by the love, 
cither of money, or of reputation. One obfer- 
vation more fhall fliut up the anfwer to this ob- 
je£Hon, viz. That it is certainly very unnatural 
for gentlemen who make pretenfions to catholic 
lovcy to give fuch unkind inlinuations about the 
motives and defigns of thefe that difitnt, upon 
principle, from their opinion about the qualifi- 
cations of church members; efpecially when they 
know that thefe diflenters refent the imputation 
as an injurious calumny. 

Fourthly^ “ It is objected, that my pofitioti 
deftroys the alone foundation upon which 
there could ever be any reafonable expeflation 

“ of uniting Chriftians in one communion ; and 
“ that it muft perpetuate factions and feparate 
“ communions among the people of God, fo far 

as it is reduced to practice.” Anf. The unity 
if the invfible church, confifting of all true be- 
lievers, who are joined to the Lord, and made 
one fpirit, is a real, indubitable thing; but the 
notion of a chatholic unity of the vifible church 
in one felkwftiip, is one of thefe chimerical fpe- 
culations, that pleafe in theory, but are unpro- 
fitable, and even impoffible in application. No 
fuch thing is pretended, to, except in countries 
tvhere the pope’s jurifdiflion is eftabliflied, or 
where a national eftablifhment is rigoroufly fup- 
ported. The unity of the Roman church is the 
derifion of all that know any thing of her hifto- 
ry, who are fully convinced of the fhame- 
lefs impudence of her pretenfions, fo void of 
truth and candour : and found policy induces 
every nation, that purfues its own intereft, to 
abate in the execution of their penal laws againft non- 
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Uonconformifts. Where then are we to expert 
that general union of Chrijlians in one communion 
tf church-felloivjhip ? When the terms of fo*' 
cial union are vague and general, the fervicei 
belonging to it muft, in reafon, be fuppofed to 
be few and fuperficial; and then the bonds of 
union muft of courfe be weak and ine&ftual. 

The offices of church-fellowlliip ought to be 
facredly obferved : and to fecure the due obfer- 
vation of them, thefe who accede to her commu* 
nion muft be of one mind about them: for without 
this, the fociety would be hurt, and her interefts 

! effentially injured, by an increafe of her members. 
Hence factions and prejudices would render hef 
communion uncomfortable, and defeat its every 
delirable purpofe : which {hews, that the objec- tion is fo far from being time, that the good to b£ 

, purfued, and the evils to be avoided, which it 
j mentions, are *mly capable of being effectually ob- 

tained and defeated, as far as human prudence can 
judge,upon the principlelam defending, viz. that 
Something more than merely a credible appear- 1 ance of real Chriftianity is neceflary to recom- 
mend a perfon to be admitted and continued a 
member of a particular religious fociety : for is 
it not eafy to conceive a thoufand cafes, wherein 
a real Chriftian might have ftruples to feme party 

f or for my of the facial fervices in the fellowfhip J of every church whatfoever ? Upon the prin- 
ciples of my opponents, he muft be received upon 
his application for that effect, merely becaufe ha 
appears to be a faint; and, moreover, they muft 
not infift on his falling in with the judgment of 
the church, for that would be adopting my prin- 
ciple. It is impoffible the church can agree to 
every ftngularity of every perfon that appears to 

D 2 be 
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be religious : and, therefore, it is impoffible that 
a church, conftituted upon fuch loole principles, 
«an, with one heart and one mouth, glorify 
God, in an harmonious performance of. religious 
duties. On the contrary, we might look for a 
fearful neglect of public religion, and unedify- 
ing debates among the members of fuch a focie- 
ty. If it be replied, that there are dear evi- 
dences in experience of the comfort of fbme fuch 
focieties : I lhall always rejoice to hear fuch ac- 
counts, but muft beg leave to afk, whether their 
comfort is owing to their adherem ■ to the prim 
ciple I impugn, or to their deviation from it ? I 
Could give fome realbns why 1 think it muft, at 
kaft in part, be afcribed to the laji. 

Fifthly, “ Some pretend, that to follow out 
my principle, would divert peoples minds from 
the great truths and duties of Chriftianity, 

“ and fix them upon the circumftances of it, or 
upon things of an inferior nature.” dnf 

The ejfentials of religion certainly deferve our 
firft and greateft regard ; but we Ihould not o- 
verlook fuch points as men call circumjlantial. 
If we are guided by the fcriptures, perhaps it 
will be hard to fupport that diftinftion, which 
feems to have been invented with no friendly in- 
tention to the honour of the word of God, or 
the good of mankind :—I am convinced, how- 
ever, that the ufe which has been made of it is 
very bad. Every article of revealed truth and 
Chriftian duty is certainly eflential to its purpofe* 
and in its proper place. The making and placing 
of every pin, loop, and board, in the tabernacle 
made by Mofes, were but circumftances; yet they 
were no lefs efiential for their purpofes, and in 
their places, than the moft fokmn public fervices 
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©f the Jewilh worfhip, for their pu-rpofes, and 
in their places In like manner, I efteem all that 
the Holy Ghoft hath revealed, concerning the 
conditions and offices of church fellowfhip, e[- 

fential to the purity and comfort of that holy 
ftate. Therefore, to diredl peoples attention to 
thd'e duties, is very improperly called a divert- 
ing their minds to the circumjlances of- religion. 
Indeed, if we call their thoughts to any thing 
not contained in the word of God, and uncon- 
nected with- the providential Situation of the 
church, (for thefe two ought always to be con- 
fidered together), it is highly criminal, and is 
nothing elfe than building wood, hay, andJiubble, 
on the precious foundation. But, until we be 
convinced that the fcriptures contain no warrant 
for particular churches requiring a profeffion of 
their faith and obedience to the fyftem of go- 
fpel-ordinances, from every candidate for their 
cpinmunion, we will difregard the weak or ill- 
natured conftructions put upon (what we think) 
our duty. 

Sixthly, ‘ It is alfo alledged, that the principle- 
“ I defend is contrary to the apoftolic direction* 
“ Rom. xiv. x. Him that is -weak in the faith 
“ receive you, but not to doubtful deputations. 
“ Now, it is evident in experience, that there is 
“ no condition of church-communion, but what 
“ is matter of doubtful difputatian, except what 
“ conilitutes vital powerful godlinefs, which is 
“ pretty uniformly agreed upon by every Chri- 
“ Ilian.”—Anf. if this objection were purfued in. 
its juft confequences, and if the fuppofed fenfe 
of the apoftleY direClion be fairly ftated, it is 
hard to fay what point, either of truth or duty, 
would be retained: for if perfons weak in the 

D3 faith 
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faith are not to be received to doubtful difput*- 
tions, and if every thing, for matter, or Jorm, 
not agreed to by every Chriftian, or fociety of 
Chriftians, is to be deemed a doubtful difputation% it will be eafy to fhew, that the Chriftian fcheme 
is very narrow —The apoftle’s meaning is large- 
ly explained in the chapter referred to. He is 
writing to a church confifting chiefly of Gentile 
converts, who underftood the nature and extent 
of their liberty from every obligation to obferve ceremonial rites about meats and days. There 
were alfo fome Jewilh converts in R&me, who 
believed in Chrift, but could not give up their 
education-notions, relative to thefe ceremonial: 
obfervances of meats and days. Thefe different 
fentiments caufed much deputation between the 
parties, who held them. The Jews knew that 
God fpake in favours of their opinion by Mofes j 
and the Gentile-Chriftians kmw that God had, 
in thefe laft days, Ipoken by his Son and Spirit, 
through the miniftry of his apoftles, in behalf 
of their fentiments. The apoftle decides between 
them, and largely ftates and argues on the cafe, 
fhewing that, in the (then) fituation of things, 
their difputes would tend rather to puzzle and 
difquiet their minds, than to godly edifying, fo 
long as the temple fervice continued at Jerufa: 

lem ; becaufe the deftruttion of that temple and 
city, and the abolifhing of their ceremonial fer- 
vices in them, were the grand evidence divine 
p ovidence had appointed for the conviftiou of 
the Jewifh converts: and until it fhould be ac- complifhed, Gentile-Chriftians ought to receive 
them, though weak in the faith of the liberties 
of the gofpel, into an intimate fellowftiip with ' themfelves, in all the privileges and fervices of 
their church-ftate, without infifting on their gi- ving 
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ting up any of their opinions about the diftino 
tion of meats or days: for, if they were to dil- 
pute on thefe points ever fo much, ftill the Jews, 
would reckon the Gentile-opinion doubtjul, while 
the temple-l’ervice exifted. 

Seventhly, “ The politico I have ftated is fome* 
times reprefented, as inconfiftent with that ex- 
hortation, Rom. xv. 7. Receive ye one anothert “ as Chri/l alfo received us, to the glory of God. 

“ From whence they reafon to this purpofe 
“ That Chriftian churches ought to admit into 

their brotherly atfeftionsj friendly converfes* 
“ and holy communion, all thefe, who, in the 
“ judgment of charity, are received by JefuS 
“ Chrift into his favour and family, and into 

the* neareft union and communion with him- 
felf, without enquiring into their charatter* 

“ fentiments, and conducf, in any other light.** 
—Anf. This is one of the moft fpecious argu- 
ments that are employed on that fide : for it is 
generally thought excefiively Ihocking, that men 
fhould deny the intimacies of their religious fel- 
lowlhip, to thefe who are favoured to have theit 
fellowlhip with the Father, and with his Son 
Jefus Chrilf. The following things deferve fome 
conlideration on this head. (1.) None Ihould be 
deceived into church-communion, who openly 
manifeft that they have no part in Chrift. (2.) 
God hath not given any infallible rule to enable 
\is to judge certainly viho are real Chrijlians, and 
tvho are not. Human judgment, in many cafes, 
is the very reverfe of the judgment of God, who 
feeth not as man feeth. Therefore, (3.) It 
Would be abfurd to luppofe, that real inward 
Chriftianity is the teft of admiflion to church- 
commtinion, becatife that is infallibly known to 

God 
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God only : nor fhould the mere appearances of it 
be fuftained for a lufficient criterion, becauie they 
are often deceitful and falfe ; and where they are 
falfe, they cannot change the temper, nor fecure 
the fociety from many difgraceful inconvenien- 
ces, that would be infeparable from a fellowfhip 
with them, entered into without conditions, and 
maintained without a vigorous adminiftration of 
difcipline. (4.) The apoftle’s words are wrefted 
from their obvious meaning, in the ufe made of 
them by our objectors. He does not fay, Re- 
ceive ye thofe -whom Chriji alfo hath received to the 
glory of Cod; but, Receive ye one another, as 
Chrift alfo received us. It is evident the apoftle 
is propofing and urging the example of Chrift in 
receiving themselves, as a pattern and mo- 
tive for the believing Jews at Rome, to receive 
their Gentile brethren, and for the believing 
Gentiles in that church to receive their Jewifh 
brethren, feverally, notwithlfanding their differ- 
ent opinions about eating certain meats, and ok- 
ferving certain days, while they were o- 
THERWISE OF ONE MIND, ABOUT THE DU- 
TIES OF THEIR HOLY FELLOWSHIP. So that 
this objeftion, when weighed in the balances, is 
found wanting. 

Eighthly, “ Some are pleafed to fay, that to 
aft on the principle in difpute, would be “ more unnatural and impious, than any thing 

“ Balaam the foothfayer, notwitbftanding his u love of the wages of unrighteoufnefs, would 
“ ever yield to do againft lirael, of whom he u fa id,—How Jhall I curfe whom God hath not t( curfed P or, how Jhall 1 defy whom the Lord hath 
“ not defied? Numb, xxiii. 8. But upon this 
** principle, not a few muff be, in a fenfe, ex- “ communicated. 
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“ communicated, who are allowed, at the fame 
“ time, to have all the credible appearances of 
“ Chriftianity :—and excommunicated too by 
“ fuch as pretend to be their brethren, children 
“ of the feme Father, partakers of the feme 
" Spirit, and heirs of the fame glory. This is 
“ reprefented as an hard, unnatural, and cruel 
“ cafe.” -Anf This topic furnilhes matter 
for warm declamation : a method of managing a 
caufe, that is much more pleafmg than inftruc- 
five. In the band of an artful cafuift, ftrong 
allufions, bold figures, and pofitive inferences, 
are extremely ufeful to ferve a purpofe. They 
engage the affe&ions, and impofe on the under- 
ftanding of the unwary. I apprehend the ar- 
guing in this objedtion is of that fort : for, (r ) 
It is not fair to reprefent thefe perfons as pof- 
feffing all the credible evidences of Chrijliamtyy who do not fubmir to the authority of Chrill in 
all his appointments relative to church-commu- 
nion; becaufe fuch fubmiffion is one of the fruits 
of the hpirit, and confequently an evidence of a 
Chriftian temper : Heb. x. 24. 25. “ And let us 
“ conGder one another, to provoke unto love, 
** and to good works : not forfaking the afiem- u bling of ourfelves together, as the manner of 
** fome is; but exhorting one another: and fo 
“ much the more, as ye fee the day approach- 
“ ing.” (2.) It is an injurious iniinuation, 
when profeffors fhew a reluttance to fcripturaland 
rational terms of communion with a particular 
church, to reprefent that church as, in a fenfet excommunicating them. They excommunicate 
themfclves in fail; and they alone muft bear the 
blame of their being in a fingle Rate. (3.) Bro- 
therly regards, upon the New-Teftament plan, 
may be kept up among Chriftians of different de- 

nominations. 
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nominations, who have different connexions. 
Thefe who hold the opinion oppofitje to my pro- 
pofition, will readily acknowledge this, or elfe, 
like Iffimael, their hand muff; be againft every denomination of Chriftians, and their preten- 
fions to catholic love muff terminate on their 
own image.—The very error they profefs to de- 
left in others ! 

Thefe are the principal objeXions againft ma- 
king other conditions of church-communion, be- 
fides the general appearances of a perfon being 
religious. The reader muft judge for himfelf, what 
regard he thinks due to them, and the anfwers I 
have given.—I hate all m^/^ricw reserves,-which. 
are generally, and fometimes not unjuftly, fu- 
fpefted of concealing fome defign one is alhamed, 
or afraid, to difcover ; and therefore fhall gra- 
tify the curious reader with an honeft account of 
the test I would eftablilh for the admiflion, 
cr continuance of church-members. Two things, 
as before hinted, concur to determine what 
fhould be required of them, (i.) That they 
profefiedly forfake the world, the flelh, and the 
devil, and give themfelves up to the Lord Jelus 
Chrift, to walk in the faith and order of the 
gofpel, with that church they join themfelves to. 
(2.) That they obferve the fituation divine pro- 
vidence has placed the church in, and demean 
themftlves accordingly, in regard to her profpe- 
rity or adverfity, or particular condition j be- 
caufe thefe circumftances muft determine the ex- 
tent of their fervices in every temporal concern, 
tnd muft guide them in feveral religious duties. 

To exprefs what I mean in ftill fewer words,-— 
Every admiilible member muft profefs his refolu- 
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tion to “ receive and obferve, to keep pure 
“ and entire, all IvkH religious worfhip and or- 

dinances, as God hath appointed in his word •,’* 
*nd to do all this, in communion with the 
church, under every difpenfation of providence, 
as'it may affect either himfelf, or the church he 
unites with. 

This criterion feems to be fully authenticated 
in thefe pregnant, decilive paffages. Phil. i. 27. 
“ Only let your converfation be as it becometh 

the gofpel of Chrift : that whether I come and <( fee you, or elfe be abfent, I may hear of your 
“ affairs, that ye ftand faft in one fpirit, with 
“ one mind, ftriving together for the faith of 
** the gofpel.” 1 Tim. vi. 3. 4. “ If any man 
*( teach otherwife, and confent not to wholefome 
“ wort’s, even the words of our Lord Jefus 

Chrift, and to the doctrine which is accord- 
“ ing to godlinefs ; he is proud, knowing no- 

thing, but doting about queftions and ftrifes 
“ of words, whereof cometh envy, ftrife, rail- 

ings, evil Jurmifings.” Rom. xii. 4. 5. “ For 
as we have many members in one body, and 

“ all members have not the fame office : fo we 
** being many are one body in Chrift, and every 

one members one of another.” Matth. xvi. 
24. “ Th^n faid Jefus unto his difciples, If any 
*( man will come after me, let him deny him- u felL and take up his crofs, and follow me.* 
Rev. iii. 8.— 11. “ I know thy works : behold, 
“ I have fet before thee an open door, and no 
“ man can fhut it: for thou haft a little ftrength, 
“ and haft kept my word, and haft not denied 
“ my name. Behold, I will make them of the 
‘f fynagogue of Satan, (which lay they are Jews, w and are not, but do lie), behold, I will make 

“ them 
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“ them to come and worfliip before thy feet,- 
“ and to know that I have loved thee. Becaufe 
** thou haft kept the word of my patience, I alio « will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
“ which ftiall come upon all the world, to try 

them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I 
“ come quickly : hold that faft which thou haft, j 
“ that no man take thy crown.” 

Prop. n. T/>e members of -a Cbrijl'ian church 
Jhould continue in its communion, unlefs fame juft 
caufe induce them tofeparaU from it. 

When I fpeak of their continuing in its commu- 
nion, I mean, that they fhould join with the 
church in every gofpel-ordinance, as they have opportunity. Church-communion does not con- 
11ft in an harmony of notional fpeculations ■, but 
in Chriftians ohferving jointly all the inftitutions 
of Chrift, for his honour, and for their mutual comfort. 

The ufe I would make of this propolition, may 
be purfued in two things; while, (i-) I give an account of fome of the juft caufes of leaving the 
communion of a church or congregation ; and, f 
(2.) Shew, that where thefe caufes do not ope- 
rate, a reparation is very criminal. 

Sett. 1. I lhall begin with an account ot fome j ef the caufes, that will juftify a perfon in leaving | 
the communion of a »particular church or con- j gregation. The point is delicate. Extremes are $ 
dangerous, and the true medium is difficult to 
be afeertatped with fufficient evidence.—In gene- ! 
ral, feparation muft be criminal, where communion 
can be preferved with a good confcience; for it its 
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the very laft expedient in a defperate eai ■. To 
Tvithdr^iw for flight caufes, which do not aifecfk 
the confcieflcej is evidently wrong, and highly injurious to the credit and comfort of lociety. 
It betrays an unitable mind, and is but a furry 
fpecimen of either a found judgment, or a good 
difpofition. 

But if a church admit or retain fuch members 
as are ignorant, erroneous, or profane, without 
making proper enquiries concerning their cha- 
T-after, principles, and behaviour •, and continue 
to cheriih them, even when they have been con- 
victed of ignorance, dangerous errors, and vi- 
tious practices; ihe is no longer faithful to Chrift, 
nor an holy people. Or, 

—If a church forfake the foundation of the 
apoftles and prophets, and fubftitute in its ftead, 
or even join with it, tradition, fchemes of policy 
or imereti, the pleafure of magiftrates, or her 
paramount authority, the only heareth Chriffs 
fayings, but doth them not, and may be liken- 
ed to an houfe built upon the land. She holdeth 
not the Head, even Chrift. Or, 

—If a church negleft all order and difcipline 
in her adminiftrations and fellowfliip, fhe evi- 
dently puts it out of her power to purge out the 
old leaven, and to keep the gofpel-feaft as an 
holy fociety, i Cor. v. Or, 

—If a church, under high pretences of zeal 
for the vigour of difcipline, become tyrannical 
in her government, calling faints out of her 
communion, becaufe they cannot approve her 
adminiftration, though they heartily agree to her 

E coaftitution j 
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conftitution ; Ihe thereby demonftrates, that fhe 
is not following the dottrine, example, and 
Spirit of the meek and lowly Jefus. Ur, 

—If a church adopt a fyftem of worfhip, 
founded upon the commandments of men, and 
not on the word of Jefus Chrift; {he is verily 
corrupted from the fimplicity, which is toward 
Chrrft, her Lord, her Lawgiver, and her King. 
Or, finally, 

—If a church impofe finful terms of commu- 
nion on her members, obliging them to forbear 
plain duty, or to commit fin ; {he is rather to be 
reckoned a fynagogue of Satan, than the church 
of the living God. 

In any of thefe cafes, the caufes of leaving the 
communion of a particular church are jujlifiable ; 
and reparation is not only allowed as a privilege 
in thefe circumftances, but required as a duty. 
• 1 mean, reparation from luch a church is 
juft, neceflary, and honourable ; becaufe to con- 
tinue in her communion would neither be fafe, 
nor prudent, nor conformable to the main pur- 
pofes of Chriftian fejlowfhip in a church-ftate : 
a Cor. vi. 14.—18. “ Be ye not unequally yoked 
“ together with unbelievers: for what fellow- u fhip hath righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs ? 
<* and what communion hath light with dark- 
*f nefs ? and what concord hath Chrift with Be- ** lial ? or what part hath he that believeth, with 
“ an infidel ? and what agreement hath the 
“ temple of God with idols ? for ye are the 
“ temple of the living God; as God hath faid, I 
“ will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I 4( will be their God, and they {hall be my people. “ Wherefore 
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M Wherefore come out from among them, and 
“ be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not 
“ the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and 
“ will be a Father unto you, and ye ftiall be my 
“ fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almigh- 
“ ty 

Sen. 2. I fhall now collect feveral confidera- 
tions to fhew, that where thefe or fuch other 
caufes do not operate, it is very criminal for a 
member to withdraw himfelf, in whole or in 
part, from the communion of a particular 
church with which he was connected, while he has 
an opportunity to join with her as formerly. To 
withdraw ruholly, is fo obvioufly wrong, that it 
needs no demonftration ; and belides, if it can 
be made appear that it is criminal to withdraw 
in part from communion with the church and 
congregation he belongs to, in any of the afts 
and duties of her fellowfhip, it muft be hill worle 
to leave her communion altogether The argu- 
ments againfl feparating, even in party from a 
church, by leaving her communion in any of 
the acts and duties of her church-ftate, which a member has an opportunity to join in, are many, 
and, to an unprejudiced mind, they muft have 
great weight, if they do not fully convince the 
confcience of the error of fuch a courfe. For, 

i. Such a practice is direftly oppofite to the 
example of the primitive Chrijlians, who “ con- 
“ tiaued ftedfaftly in the apoftles doctrine and 
“ fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
“ prayers,” Atts ii. 42. Thefe enlightened holy 
perfons were not weak enthuliafts, attached to 
one another by the novelty of their lituation, 
while it was new and lingular: for they were 

E 2 filled 
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Jilled -with the Spirit, whofe energy produced- 
thefe ufefuland amiable intimacies in their fociety. 
This example is certainly recorded for our learn- 
ing and imitation. Some indeed pretend to find 
a mighty difference between that church at Jeru- 
falem, and any church in latter times ; both be- 
caufe there was then no other Chriftian church 
in the wurld, and becaufe that church was in- 
fallibly directed in her worfhip, obedience, and 
feilowfhip, by the miniftry of the apoftlgs in it. 
I ihall grant that thefe firft converts to the faith 
of a rifen and exalted Saviour, had both thefe 
encouragements j and that thefe inducements 
were greatly in their favour, to make them obe- 
dient, both in word and in deed, to the will of 
Chrift, concerning their fellowfhip upon the 
humbling plan of the gofpel. But I cannot al- 
low, that our affiftances and encouragements for 
fuch intimate communion as they had in their 
church-ftate, are, in any refpedt, Ids than theirs,, 
lyhen their circumftances and ours are compared: 
for if thefe believers had great advantages, they ■* had great difcouragements too ; and the laft were in full proportion to the firft. They were juft 

^ converted from Jvdaifm, which they all believed 
to have been originally a divine inftitution : they 
were called into the faith and fellowfhip of the 
gofpel in Jerufakm, which was the city, of the 
Jewifh folemnities : many of them were zealous 
tj the ordinances of the ceremonial lav.!: they fre- 
quently obferved fome of the Mqfiaic rites : and 
they dii not perfectly undcrfland the liberties of 
the gofpel-church. Under all thefe fngular 
difadv ant ages, it was expedient they fhould have 
extraordinary affiftances to their faith, obedience* 
and worfhip, in order to make their ftllowfhip, 
fubferve their edification. But the apoftles doc- trine 
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trine did not die with them. We have their 
fentiments and praftice in the word of God : and 
if we do not hearken to them fpeaking there, 
neither would we hearken to them, though they 
were to rife from the dead, and minifter among 
us in their extraordinary character. Upon the 
whole, I affirm, that a caufelefs feparation of 
church-members, from any of the acts and du- 
ties of her communion in a church-ftate, is di- 
reftly oppofite to the examples of the primitive 
Chriftians, whofe fellowlhip was intimate, regu- 
lar, univerfal, and perl'evering. 

2. Chriftians withdrawing themfelves caufelefs- 
ly from communion with the church they be- 
long to, in any of the offices of her fellowlhip, 
tends to defeat the avowed defign of church- commu- 
nion. The purpofes of this divine inftitution 
have been reprefented under the fifth pfopofition, 
where it was obferved, “ that edification and 
“ comfort in the faith, love, and obedience of 
“ revealed truth, are the great objedts of reli- 
“ gious communion.” But how can thefe ends 
be obtained, if members, without a juft caufe*, 
leave the communion of the church in her focial 
fervices ? How can there be an ejfcchial working 
in the meafure of every party making inc'reafe of 
the body, unto the edifying of life If in love, which 
fhould be conftantly aimed at ? Separating mem- 
bers with-hold their proportion of energy and 
operation from the body; and put themlelves 
out of a capacity of receiving fuch comfort and 
edification froth the body, as tlieir perl'evering 
communion might have derived upon them.— 
Perhaps it will be replied, that their withdraw- 
ment is only occafional, and in fome few in/ian- 
ces. But this apology has little weiglit, if it be 

E 3 done. 
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done with defign ; for church-communion con- 
fifts in a continued feries of focial fervices. An 
interruption of thcfe fervices muft, therefore, be 
a prejudice to the edification of the body. And 
the fame principles that induce a member to one 
neglett, may induce him to many more : and if 
he can fatisfy himfelf for one, he may, upon the 
fame grounds, be able to juftify himfelf for ma- 
ny inftances of the kind.—And, if fuch a prac- 
tice become general, the body, inftead of being 
edified in love, will become cold, partial, and 
judges of evil thoughts. Neither will their faith, 
love,, and obedience be fo comfortable to them- 
felves, nor fo convincingly manifeft to the world.. 

3. Caufelels feparation from any of the afls of 
religious communion, in a church-ftate, is of- 
feniive to fellow - mem bers: and on this account,, 
though the action were but of an indifferent na- 
ture, in itfelf, yet, being done with offence, it 
becomes a fin. The apoftle, fpeaking of meats 
and the creatures, which are all good, being 
ufed with thankfgiving, and without offence, fays, “ All things indeed are pure; but it is evil, 
“ for that man who eateth with offence,” Rom. 
xiv. 20. And the charge concerning this mat- 
ter is very exprels “ (jive nope offence, nei- 
“ ther to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to 
“ the church of God,” r Cor. x. 32. Suppor 
ling that, in refpeft cj their morals, perfons may 
be without juft and blameable offence to Jews 
and Gentiles; it is eafy to conceive other ways- 
of offending the church of God, viz. in matters of gofpel-order in a church-relation. Now, that 
this is a caufe of offence is too manifeft to bear 
any difpute. Hereby the fpirits of members are 
provoked, while they apprehend their commu- 

nion 
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nion is condemned, if not defpifed, by fuch as 
divide and ieparate from their focial fervices. It is certain, they generally conlider the with- 
drawment of members in this light: and hence 
arile debates, envyingf, •wraths, JtriJes, batkbi- 
tings, fwellings, tumults, 2 Cor. xii. 20. 

It is ufually pled on this headi—“ That offence 
is caulelelsly taken, where little offence is gi- c‘ ven, and where none at all is intended} and w lo the blame of the fcandal, cannot lie at their 

“ door.”— But i muff beg leave to obf’erve, that 
fb far as there is an offence, lb far the end of 
church-comn.union, and the fecyrity for it, are 
prejudiced. W here offences begin, Chriftian af- 
feftion and confidence end. Brotherly love is 
the great and powerful cement of all religious fo- 
ciety. It is edified in love, but injured, in its 
moft effential intci efts, by animofiths and difaf- 
fedfions among its members. Whatever has a. tendency to irritate bad tempers in others, fhould, 
on this account, be carefully avoided, left we 
dtffroy their peace of mind, and become occa- 
fions of fin to them, whom we look upon as 
weak in the knowledge of their liberties in Chrift. 
If we are but the occajions oj offence to the people 
of God, without manifest me'Cessity obli- 
ging us to give fuch occafions of fcandal, we cer- 
tainly fin againft our weak brethren, and become, 
in fome degree, partakers of their crime.— But I 
apprehend it is faying too much to aver, that off 
fence is caufclefsly taken at fuch members as do nert 
confcientieujlyjoin -with the church, in all thefethts 
and duties of her communion, •whioh they allow to 
be fcriptural: for this pradlice is bad in itlelf, 
and a root of bitternefs that infecis; many. It 
hurts religious fociety, and is no very promifing 
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fign of a temper formed on the plan of gofpel- 
truth. There are cafes in human focieties, which 
are immediately founded on principles of inter- 
eft, and lupported by a Ttgorous exercife of 
powerful laws, that cannot admit of fuch liber- 
ties as are laid to be innocent in the church of 
Chrift. The nature and conditions of church- 
communion are no lei's plain and exprefs than 
the laws of fociety require them to be in every 
point refpedting civil affairs. 

Befides thefe three arguments, the fubje<ft fur- 
nifties much variety from other topics: fuch as, 
—That canfelefs feparation di/honours Chriji,— ex- 
pofes thefe -who praFtife it to many temptations}— 
and hardens the inconf derate in their negleFl of 
chtirihfelio’wjhip. I cannot pretend to enlarge on 
thefe points, however weighty, and therefore 
fhall conclude the illuftration and proof of this 
propofition, with an aniwer to fome of the moll 
popular objedlions againft the fentiment I have 
endeavoured to confirm. 

ObjeFl. i. “ There are many denominations 
“ of Chriftians of different communions ; and 
“ few fober men will take upon them to fay, 
“ that all thefe feveral denominations are guilty 
“ of feparation, though they have no vifible 
“ fellowftiip : why then ftiould the crime of fe- 
“ paration be imputed to the members of a par- 
“ ticular congregation, merely for occafional ne- 
“ glefts of focial fervices with their own con- 

neflions, while they are occafionally joining 
“ with other churches or congregations ?”  
Anf. (i.) The gathering of . the faints into a 
ehurch-ftale, for the enjoyment of Chrift in the 
pureft adminiftration, according to what light 

they 
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they have, is no unchurching of others, whom 
Chrift will allow to be true churches, though 
they walk not up to the fame explicit oblerva- 
tion of (what their brethren efteem) divine ap- 
pointments. (2.) Divine providence has anfwer- 
ed many grand purpoles, by Chriftians of diffe- 
rent denominations walking) according to their 
light, feverally, ia feparate communions ; and 
perhaps will have ends to anfwer by fuch a dif- 
penfation, till the end of the world. (3..)- Church- 
members, belonging to thefe feveral denomina- 
tions, are obliged, both by reafon and divine au- 
thority, to be regular, ftedfaft, and perfevering, 
in all the adls and fervices of their refpe£tive 
communions; yet without giving place to un- 
charitable fentiments towards others, who ap- 
pear to be zealous for the faith of the gofpel’, 
though with different view's of his will. And, 
(4.) It is abfurd to reafon from the opinion of 
different denominations of Chriftians about one another, in favour of an occalional difcontinuance 
of focial fervices among the members of any in- dividual church or congregation. The cafes are 

I5 not alike. It is univerfally confefied, that 
..churches of different denominations, neither can have, nor Jbauld have, the fame ccnnmunion with 
each other, that members of the fame church 
and congregation both may and ought to hav<* 
among themfelves. Therefore, (5.) The crime 
of feparation may be imputed to thefe members, 
of a congregation, who do not embrace every , opportunity of performing every duty of church- 
communion among their conne&ions, with a 
great deal more reafon, than it can be kid againft 
churches for forming thtmlelves into diftindt fo- cietiea, for the purpofe of pradtiling gofpel* 
rules more explicitly, conformable to their views 

of, 
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of the mind and authority of Chrift. To all 
which may be added, (6.) That the fchifms and 
divijions condemned in fcripture, refer to fuch as are in one communion of church-fellowfl'ip, and not 
primarily to the variety ojChriftian denominationst each walking according to the light of truth 
which Chrift hath given them. 

ObjeSt. 2. A church is no prifon : and why M then fhould people confine themfelves to a 
“ conftant attendance with any Chriftian com- 
“ munity ?”-* Anf. This is “ ftrange language from thofe who have, in the fight of God, 
“ angels, and men, given themfelves up, in a 
‘f fpecial relation, to the churches they refpec- 
“ lively belong to. In anfwer to this, I fay like* 
“ wife, that a church of Chriji is no prifon : no, it 
“ is rather to be regarded as a palace, a fpiritual 
“ palace, not only on account of the divine 
“ pleafures and privileges to be enjoyed in it, 
** but as it is the habitation of the King of faints 
“ and glory, where he often manifefts his gra- 
“ cious prefence to thofe that love him. A pri* 
“ fon is a place of confinement and difgrace, in 
“ which perfons are detained againji their ■will: 
“ but it is an honour to have a name and a place 
“ in the houfe of God v an honour of which 
“ his faithful people are fo fenfible, that it lays “ them under all the conftr -ints of duty and 
“ love: and none are compelled againft their 

will. So far from it, that, I apprehend, wi/l- 
** ingnefs of mind is a neccflary qualification for “ church-memberlhip: for he who difeerns the 
“ heart, accepts of nothing Ihort of a free-will- 
“ offering from thofe who pretend to worihip u him. And, indeed, that declaration of a will- 
“ ing mind, made by all who enter into this re* 

“ lation* 
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*£ ladon, is an aggravation of their wilful difor- 
“ der. 

** But if by the church not being <s prifon, be 
*' meant, that thofe who ftand related to it are 
“ under no obligation to duty in it, nothing can 

be more manifeftly perverfe and abfurd. The 
** duties for the obfervance of which I am plead- 
“ ing, are enjoined of Chrift. It is exprefsly <f commanded, that believers in fellowlhip fhould 
“ not forfake the ajfembling of themfelves together ; 
“ and it is evident, that a negledl of this duty is 
“ deftrudlive of the end, and ftrikcs at the ef- 

fence, of a church. To complain, therefore, 
and argue againft any obligation to this duty, 

“ what is it but to groan under the yoke of Chrift as grievous, and rejedl: his appointments? 
“ And what teftimony is this of Chriftian wif- 

dom and obedience? Shallperfons, who ftand 
“ in the relation of church members, complain <( that they are not connived at, and indulged 

in neglefting the duties of that relation, and 
|| “ cheriflied in a practice that diredlly tends to 

“ the ruin of the churches they belong to ? I 4f What ground can they alledge for this ? or, 
** what of the love of Chrift can they (hew in it ? 
“ It muft be ftrange delufion, that ftiall make a <£ man fancy, he enjoys no Chrijlian liberty ^ if he 

I££ be not allowed to negleft, as he pleafes, and ££ fet bis own rate on the duties and privileges 
| “ of the houfe of God.” Wallin's humble addrefs 

to the churches of Chrift, p. 23. 24. 25. 
Objelil. 3. £t The end of Chriftian inftitutions ££ is anfwered, if people attend on gofpcl-ordi- II “ nances fome where, though they, do not con- <£ line themfelves to attend conftantly in one com- “ munity.*" 
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munity.” /4nf. If this aflertion be true, 

not only any Jingle member, but every member of 
every congregation, may reduce it to practice in the moft generahmanner ; and then anarchy and 
eonfufion muft enfue. Reafon, experience, and 
the fcrrpture, concur to expofe the folly and mif- 
chief of fo lo fe a principle: a principle which 
eftablifhcsa chimerical notion of church commu- 
nion, on the ruins of revelation and common 
fenfe.— -But this objcftion, with fome others, 
will be more particularly confidered, when I 
come to explain the duties of the faints in * 
church-ftate, in the third chapter. 

CHAP. II. 
Some inferences from the foregoing account of Chri- 

Jlian fociety. 
H E view of religious fociety, exhibited in 
the foregoing propolitions, which have been 

explained, confirmed, and defended, (where a 
defence feemed to be neceflary), will, I pre- 
fume, account for the whole lyftem of chnr'ch- 
adminiftrations upon the fcripture-plan, fo far 
as they relate to the admiffion, continuance, fel- 
lowjhip, difcipline, fervices, or exclufion, of her 
members.—Among feveral others, i beg leave to 
requeft the reader’s attention to the following de- 
duBions from the principles laid down in the for- 
mer chapter. . 

Inference i. It is highly reafonable, that every 
one to be admitted into church-communion, be re- 
quired to fatisfy the church, previous to his admif- 
Jion, concerning his foiindnefs in the j'aith. Revealed 
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Rev.aled truth is the foundation of the Chri- 

ftian church. Edification in the faith of that 
fyftem, is the great objedt of her communion. 
And the faithful in Chrift Jefus are her mem- 
bers. Thefe who rule in the church, fhould, 
therefore, endeavour to have all reafonable latif- 
fa&ion concerning their faith.—Enquiries con- 
cerning their experiences are ftrong temptations 
to hypocrify, and, on that account, fhould be 
managed with very great caution. But enquiries 
concerning the meafure and foundnefs of their 
knowledge in the dodlrines of faith, are autho- 
rifed by reafon, and exemplified in the fcriptures. 
Adis viii. 30. 31. “ And Philip ran thither to 
“ him, and heard him read the prophet Efaias, “ and faid, Underftandeft thou what thou read- 

eft ? And he faid. How can I, except fome 
“ man ihould guide me ? and he deiired Philip 
“ that he would come up, and lit with him.” 
Verf. 3^.—38. “ Then Philip opened his mouth, t{ and began at the fame fcripture, and preached 
“ unto him Jefus. And as they wetat on their 

way, they came unto a certain water: and the 
“ eunuch faid, See, here is water ; what doth f( hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip faid, 
“ If thou believeft with all thine heart, thou 
“ mayft. And he anfwered and faid, I believe 

that Jefus Chrift is the Son of God. And he 
“ commanded the chariot to Hand ftill: and they 
“ went down both into the water, both Philip 

and the eunuch; and he baptized him.” 
Inf. 2. Public articles, creeds> or confefforts cf 

faith, are not only itfeful, but neccffary, in the 
Chrijlian church. 

The church is certainly built upon the reveal. 
«d will of God, contained in the volumes of in. 

F fpiration 
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fpiration, which are the alone ftandard of truth, 
and holinefs. I will cheerfully fubfcribe what- 
ever can be thought of, or exprefled, in honour 
of the fcriptures, and in giving them the prefer- 
ence above all human compofitions whatever. 
They are the only original fource of faving know- 
ledge, the only complete rule of conduft, the 
only infallible guide to glory, and the only tefti- 
mony bound up and the law fealed among Chrift’s 
difciples. Whatever fpeaks not according to this 
Word, has no light in it. But it is fully confift- 
ent with all thefe fuperior honours of the divine 
teftimony,-— to coHeSl the fenfe of the fcriptvre into 
articles and creeds, by connecting paflages that lie 
remote from each other, by deducing inferences 
that are not particularly exprelTed, and by ex- 
plaining allufions, metaphors, and purpoles, that 
are not ealily known, and fcarce intelligible, 
without the afiiftance of antiquity. 

Particular occurrences in providence have been 
the occalion of - enlarging the /acred canon wittr 
new dfcoveries of truth, cr with new applications 
of what was before revealed. The fcripture-re- velation is now complete ; and nothing muft be 
fedded to it, or dimrnifhed from it. But the fi- 
tuations of mankind, and of the Chriftian church, 
ftill make it neceflary to exhibit the will of God, 
}n a proper contrail: to erroneous notions and un- 
godly practices. What is this exhibition of truth 
and duty, but a confejfwn of faith? If it is a 
wrong view of the will of Heaven, it is highly 
/ honourable to the Icriptures, which it pre- 

i s to be built upon : but if it is juft, it de- 
ft) vs rt rd on account of the evidence it fets 
imrh of the mind of the Holy Ghoft.— Creeds am! t otifeffons muft never be let bn a foot with 
the fcriptures, and far left muft they be fubfti* tuted 
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tuted in their room : they only reflect .that light 
on doftrines and manners, which fhines in thq 
fcriptures already. 

To pretend that it is enough for men to expreft 
their belief of the fcriptures, is manifeftly wrong, 
and inadequate to the purppfes of intimate com* munion among the faints, or any denomination. 
The Pharifees and Sadducees pretended the fame 
zeal for the law of Mofes: and, in our times, 
all the numerous feels of Chriftians, (fome of 
whom err concerning the moft important articles 
of faith, while others hold the truth in unrigh* 
teoufnefs), yet they all pretend a veneration for 
the Bible. How can a general profeflioh ot be- 
lieving it, then, anfwer the end of church com- 
munion ; or enable any religious fociety to edify* 
themfelves in the love of revealed truth,by i pea ic- 
ing the truth in love, and by walking m the 
truth, rooted and built up in Chrift, and lla- 
bliflaed in the faith, as they have been tau0nt, 
abounding therein with thankfgiving ? 

Confejfions, it is faid, have frequently been mails 
engines of error, vice, and faEUon.— l know they 
have ; and very probably they will be employee! 
to fuch wretched purpofes, in fomc hands or 
other, to the end of the world. But it is the 
misfortune of many good things to be abufed; 
lb that this charge, however true, is not luffi- 
cient for fetting the ufe of them alkie. Belides, 
it feems evident from experience, that a negleft 
and contempt of confejjions have been too much 
accompanied by a difcileem of the doctrines of 
falvation, and a cold indilference as to the con- 
cerns of truth •, and that having frozen the fpU 
rits of mankind, and fhaken loofc their faith, 
they have laid them open to the impreffions, of 

F 2 error, 
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error, and kerefy makes an eafy conqueft of 
them. 

Liberty, charity, moderation, &c. are fine words 
and great names. But as to the application of 
them in the prefent cafe, the experience of ages 
part may reafonably induce a prudent fufpicion, 
that they are urged againft- articles of faith and 
confeffons, either through ignorance, or a bad 
defign. 

I fhall only add in the words of Mr Dunlop ; 
—“ All the beauties and excellencies of truth, 
“ the fweets and advantages of peace and union 
“ in focieties, and of a fervent love, mutual e- 

fteem and harmony among Chriftians, concur 
to imprefs vis with very favourable notions 
of confejfons, which we think fo well adapted 

** to fecure thefe bleffings to a church : as orr 
“ the other hand, the deformity and danger of <t herefy, the fatal effefls of a flood of errors 
“ breaking into a church, the grievous plague te of animolities, divifions, and difputes among 
“ the members and minifters of it, every one of 
“ them, with uncharitablenefs, heat, and ob- 1 ftinacy, propagating contradictory opinions, ! ( and the melancholy influence fuch queftions : and fpecul itions have on practical godlinefs, 
“ and the moft amiable graces of the Chriftian 
“ life,—make us look with forrow and regret 
“ upon thofe fchemes, whereby alt reftraints of 
“ order an,d government are deftroyed, and a 
“ wide breach made for all thofe evils and cala- 
“ mities to enter, and both polhite the church, 

and lay it wafte.” Large preface to the A£'em- 
bly\ Confeffion of faith, p. (mihi) 176. 

Inf. 3. Church-members indfpenfably owe a la* 
hour 
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hour of love to each other, according to the nature 

, of their religious connexion. 
Their fouls are purified in obeying the truth 

through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren; and therefore, they fhould love one 
another with a pure heart fervently, 1 Pet. i. 22* 
All the fyftem of church-communion is built up- 
on principles, that have the moft diredl and 
powerful influence upon the labours of focial 

„ love; and every negledl of the fervices due to 7 fellow-members, mufl: be imputed, either to ig- 
norance of thefe blefled principles, or to difaffec- 
tion to them. The labour of love is no lefs necef- 
fary to complete the character of the faints, than 
the work of faith, or the patience of hope, 1 ThelT. 

; i. 3. Perfons, that have no appearances of love 
i to the faints, ought not to be church-members : 
j for love is the great band of union and commu-2 
I nion, in that relation. It becomes the faints* 

after all their attainments and labours, to k.ep 
up an humbling fenfe of their defefts in this, as 
well as in every other grace; and to be earneft 
with God to invigorate and carry it on to ftill 
greater purity, livelinefs, and eminence, that it 
may grow exceedingly in all its parts and fruits. 

The labour of love, required by the Holy Ghoflj 
I implies a careful, diligent, and cheerful perform- 

ance of every office to a brother, which real af- 
j fettion can fuggeft, or his condition can need ;it 
| our hand. Viewed in this extenfive light, it < takes in the following among many more things. 

(1.) A feafonable relief to the necefliaes of the 
I poor, out of the abundance of their wealthier 
1 brethren, 1 John iii. 17. 18. “ But whofo hath 
I “ this world’s good, and feeth his brother have 
| need, and flautteth up his bowels of compaf- 

F 3 “ Con 
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“ fion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
** in him ? My little children, let us not love in 
“ word, neither in tongue, but in deed, and in 
“ truth.” (2.) A fellow-feeling with each other, 
both in a way of compaffion and congratulation ; 
Rom* xii. 15. “Rejoice with them that do re- 
“ joice, and weep with them that weep.” (3.) 
Carefully forbearing to fpeak evil one of another: 
James iv. 11. “ Speak not evil one of another, 
“ brethren. He that fpeaketh evil of his bro- 

ther, and judgeth his brother, fpeaketh evil 
of the law, and judgeth the law : but if thou 

“ judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, 
“ but a judge.” (4.) The reftoring a man over- 
taken in a fault, in the fpirit of mecknefs, Gal. 
vi. x. (5.) Ufing every method to prevent of- 
fence, or to remove it where it has taken place, 
by a ftritt attention to the fcripture-rule, Matth. 
xviii. 15.—18. (6.) A conftant perfevering at- 
tention to the apoftles doftrine and fellowfhip, 
and to breaking of bread, and to prayers, uniefs 
providentially hindered from joining with their 
connexions in thefe fervices, Afts ii. 42. And, 
to name no more, (7.) An ardent concern to 
provoke one another to love, and to good works, Heb. x. 24. Where thefe things are and a- 
bound, they conrtitute an amiable, ufeful, and 
pleafant labour of love without diffimulation. 

The following pafiages may be confidered for 
fetting the nature, obligations, and manner, of 
thefe fervices, in a ftriking light : Eph. iv. 1. 2. 
3. “ I therefore the prifoner of the Lord, be- 
“ feech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
“ wherewith ye are called, with all lowlinefs and 
“ meeknefs, with long-fuffering, forbearing one 
“ another in love; endeavouring to keep the 
“ unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
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Phil, ii i. 2. 3. 4. “If there be therefore 
“ any confutation in Chrift, if any comfort of 
“ love, if any fellowlhip of the Spirit, if any 
“ bowels and mercies; fulfil ye my joy, that ye 
“ be like-minded, having the fame love, being 
“ of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
“ done through ftrife, or vain glory, but in 
“ lowlinefs of mind let each efteem other better 
“ than themfelves. Look not every man on his 
“ own things, but every man alfo on the things 
“ of others. Let this mind be in you, which 
“ was alfo in Chrift Jefus.” Eph. iv. 30. 31. 
32. “ And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, “ whereby ye are fealed unto the day of redemp- 
“ tion. Let all bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, 
“ and clamour, and evil-fpeaking be put away 
“ from you, with all malice. And be ye kind 
“ one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
“ another, even as God for Chrift’s fake hath 
“ forgiven you.” Chap. v. 1.2. “ Be ye there- 
“ fore followers of God, as dear children ; and 
“ walk in love, as Chriit alfo hath loved us, 
“ and hath given hunfelf fornis, an offering and 
“ a facrifice to God for a fweet-fmelling favour.” 

Inf. 4. Ztal and charity in religion are en- 
tirely confident. 

Zeal for the authority, honour, and ordinan- 
ces ot Chrift, in every focial connedlion, is both 
real'onable and necelfary; th it they may hand 
faft in one fpirit, and may, with one mind, 
ftrive together tor the faith of the gofpel. Every 
de’-'eit, in this matter, is criminal in itlelf, dif- 
honouringto Chrilt, and injurious to the church. 
Laodicea’s charadfer is the very reverie of this 
zeal. She was neither cold nor hot: not col<t\ 
for fhe proteffed tp have a regard for divine ap- 

pointments. 
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pointments, and to be concerned about them: 
not hot % for fhe was not fervent in fpirit, ferving 
the Lord in a regular, firm, and affectionate at- f 
tachment to the fyftem of her fellowfhip. As an j 
effectual cure to this cold, carelefs, and indiffe- 
rent temper about things of a fpiritual, heavenly, ' 
and holy nature, he prefcribes to her cafe in the 
following words, “ Be zealous, and repent,” 
Rev. iii. 19. Thefe words are not obfcure in 
themfelves, but when the connection they ftand 
in is confidered, they appear to be remarkably 
ftriking; and imply, that it is our duty to fhake 
off all dull formality, indolence, and hypocrify, 
in ferving God, and in the duties of our Chri- 
ftian fellowfhip, and to have our affeCtions it*- | 
fpired with f tcred love and fervour, in a conltant, : 
cordial regard to every fervice, ordained in the 
churches by divine authority, ahd fubfervient to 
Chriftian improvement in vital religion. Be 
zealous, employ the whole vigour and ardency of I 
your renewed fouls in an holy, devoted regard 1 

to the divine will: and repent, reflecting with in- 
genuous lhame and grief upon your former luke- 
warmnefs, and turning from it with full purp fe 
of heart, firmly refolved that ye will not forfake 
the houfe of your, God, but that you will ftudy 
to cultivate the fame mind that was in Chrift* 
whofe undaunted courage, and fervent zeal for 
the glory of God, and the purity of divine inlli- ( tutions, called to the difciples mind that prophe- 
tic paffage, The zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me 
up, John ii. 17. 

Charity and moderation in religion are no lels 
reafonable and neceffary, than the zeal 1 have de- 
fcribed. The apoftolic direction is plain anil po- 
fitive,—“ Let your moderation be known to all 
“ men,” Fhil. iv. 5. Every Clixiftian has fo 

much 
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much experience of his own depravity, igno-j 
ranee, and evil propenfities, that he cannot ap | 

[ prove of his own character altogether. It is very 
abfurd to fuppofe, that any Chriftian fociety can 

I be perfeft, being compofed of members who are 
imperfett. The whole cannot be more perfect 

i than the feveral parts will admit. Amidft thefe 
imperfections, prudence requires us to choofe 
the pure If connections; but piety forbids us to 
be malevolent, cenlbrious, and uncharitable, to- 
wards thofe who do not manifeftly appear to be 
enemies to the truths of the gofpel, Phil. i. 15. 
16. 17. 18. “Some indeed preach Chrift even 
“ of envy and ftrife ; and fome alfo of good will: 
“ the one preach Chrift of contention, not fin- 
“ cerely, fuppofing to add affliftion^o my bonds: 
“ but the other of love, knowing that I am fet 
“ for the defence of the gofpel. What then ? 

k*{ notwithftanding every way, whether in pre- 
“ tence, or in truth, Chrift is preached; and I “ therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” Our 
zeal fhould be direffed to the honour of God, in an 
holy devoted regard to the divine will. When 

! it operates upon this principle, it muft warmly 
approve whatever appears to be agreeable to the 
mind of God in every party, which is true ratio- 
nal charity ; and muft deteft whatever appears to 
be inconfiftent with it, which conftitutes that 

m holy fmgularity wherein the people of God fhould 
F diftinguifh themfelves, that they may the better 
| obferve the ordinances of Chrift. Thus Chri- 
, ftian zeal is charitable, and Chriftian chanty is 

zealous. They mutually deferibe and charac- 
I terize each other. 

Ignorance of the nature, extent, and influence 
I of zeal and charity, has given*rife to a vulgar er- 
| ror, which few are at pains enough to con eft,—i That 
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That thefe Chriftian virtues are not conjiftent in 
their operations. To divide them is criminal', 
but to oppofe one of them to the other is fhock- 
ing. We fee it done, however, every day, and 
among every denomination of Chriftians. But 
from the beginning it was not fo. God hath 
joined them together, and no man may fafely at- 
tempt to put them afunder. Bigotry, which 
pretends fo highly to zeal, and latitudinarianifmy which pretends fo much to catholic love : the JirJl 
excluding every benevolent idea, except towards 
their own party, and the lajl rioting in a wanton, 
contempt or regular order, and the particular in- 
timacies of focial connexions,—are both of them 
extremes. There muft be a medium; though he 
is an happy man, that is taught of God, both in 
theory and practice, to keep the middle courfe} 
extremes being as common, as they are dangerous. 

Inf. 5. The irregularity of members on the head 
Jocial fervices in a church-fate, is a juf cauft of 

fufpending them from actual communion in that 
church, while their practice continues to give of- 

fence. 
Allowing them to begae-/men, and men of %reat 

tcnderftandihg, yet if they do not walk in love, 
condefcenfion, and harmony with their connec- 
tions, they do not walk edifyingly, and their 
practice muft injure the comfort and happinefs, 
of fociety. Every, flight difference in fentiment and praXice ought not to induce an hard and fe- 
vere opinion of them. Some points of diffe- 
rence are very immaterial, and have no fenfible 
effeX upon the order of the church. Smh mat- 
ters fliould be borne with on all hands But if a 
member wilfuly dqpiate from the rules and laws 
tf the church, wh^fe oblervatiou he had engaged 

unto 
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tmto upon his entering into it, he forfeits there- 

' by his adtual communion in it. Agreeable to 
this, Dr Owen fays,—“Thus far is every lawful 
“ confederate fociety enabled and warranted by 
“ the light of nature, to remove from its com- 
“ munion, and from a participation in its rights 
“ and privileges, any of its number, who will 
** not walk according to the rules and principles 
** of its coalefcency and conftitution. Whereas, 
“ therefore, the rule of the conftitution of the 

i “ church, is, that men walk together in holy 
“ obedience unto the commands of Chrift, and 
“ the obfervance of all his inftitutions, with- 
“ out giving offence unto one another, or 

thofe that are without, by any finful mif- 
“ carriage, and do abide in the profeflion of 
“ the truth; if any one {hall wilfully and ob- “ ftinately tranfgrefs in any of thefe things, it is 
“ the right and duty, and in the power of the 
“ church, to remove him from its fociety.” True 
nature of a gofpel-churchy p. 199. 

The fcripture is full, plrin, and exprefs on 
this head. The following paflages are a fufficient 
proof of it. Rom. xvi. 17. 18. “Nowlbefeech 
“ you, brethren, mark them which caufe divi- 
“ fions and offences, contrary to the doftrinc 
“ which ye have learned; and avoid them. For 
“ they that are fuch, ferve not our Lord Jefus 
“ Chrift, but their own belly; and by good 
“ words and fair fpeeches deceive the hearts of 
“ the fimple.” Phil: iii. 15. 16. 17. “ Let us 
“ therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus mind- 
“ ed: and if in any thing ye be otherwife mind- 
“'£d, God fhall reveal even this unto you. Ne- 
“ verthelefs, whereto we have already attained, 
“ let us walk by the fanje rule, let us mind the 
“ fame thing. Brethren, be followers together 

" of 
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of me, and mark them which walk fo, 'as ye “ have us for an enfample.” 2 Tim. ii. 16. 17. 

** i>hun profane and vain babblings; for they (t will increafe unto more ungodlinefs; and their 
“ word will eat as doth canker,” of a gangx^ene. 
Tit. iii. 9. 10. (1. “ But avoid foolifh queftions, 
“ and genealogies, and contentions, and ftri- 
“ vings about the law; for they are unprofitable 
*' and vain. A man that is an heretic, after the u firft and fecond admonition, rejeft: knowing 
“ that he that is fuch, is fubverted, and finneth, 

being condemned of himfelf.” Many other 
teftimonies might be adduced ; but at the mouth 
of fo many witnefles as have been led in proof already, the point is abundantly confirmed: 
though a multitude of other evidences are ready 
to give their teftimony : for God freaks once, yea 
twice, on this fubjecl, to prevent all cavilling, and 
to lilence every objtftor, in a cafe which is ex- 
ceeding plain, though much controverted. 

CHAP. m. 
Direftions concerning the communion of faints, in a 

church-relation. 
I Shall conclude this eflay on church-commu'- 
-* nion with fome direftions concerning it, 
{hewing how her members may beft obtain the 
ends of their connexion in a foeial relation. My 
thoughts on this branch of the fubjett, may be 
reduced to four heads of advice. Let Chriftians 
be cautious in forming—Jledfafl in maintaining— 
diligent in improving, and—fearful of breaking, 
their religious connexions. 

Diredh 1. Let Chrifiians be cautious in forming 
their religious connexions. Thi» 
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This advice has a near relation to my plan 

and purpofe, though it does not regard perfons 
is already fixed in their religious fellow Ihips. But 
as the future conduit of church-members has a 
great dependence upon the principles and man- 
ner of eftablifhing their connections at firft, it 
mull be reckoned an important objeit of confi- 
deration, to proceed properly in this matter. With 
this view I recommend the utmeji caution, and 
mature deliberation unto all that with or expert 
to be comfortable in a church-relation ; adviling 
them to ponder well the path of their feet, in 
every ftep they take in luch an important buli- 
n- fs. The dirertion may be refolved into three 
branches. 

1. Do not, my dear Chriftian friends, live 
fingle and unconnerted in religious fociety. Prefs 
into the kingdom of heaven. Become compa- 
nions of them that fear God. Go forth by the 
footfteps of the flock. The difpolition of a 
Chriftian is to enjoy and communicate focial 
energy. Be not deceived, mifled, or impofed 
on, by any means, to neglert religious fellow- 
ship, upon any pretence whatever. Do not live 
In a continued neglert of commanded duty, by a. 
continued contempt of the high mandate of Hea- 
ven,—“ If any man will be my difciplc, let him 

—follow me,” putting on every holy temper* 
and walking in every divine inftitutton. Do not 
Ihame the faces of the prophets and apoftles of 
the Lord, who have represented fuch intimacies 
as the happy privilege, and eminent honour of 
the faints. Do not leparate yourfelves from the 
great cloud of witnefles, who, in tire apoftolic 
age, aflbeiated themfelves in church-connection^ 
as ibon as they gladly received the word. Do 
'not rejert the benefit of godly fociety, while you 

G -ane 
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are on the way to your ^verlafting home. Do 

, not reckon fuch an inftitution ufelefs. Do not. S’ 
O do not, reckon yourfelves unworthy of eter- I 
jial life, by defpifing thefe intimacies on earth, S 
which give a foretafte of the plcafures that are ; 
in heaven, where fellowfhip will be divinely plea- | 
fant, full, and endlefs. “ Finally, my brethren, if jj 
“ there be any confolation in Chrift, if any com- 
“ fort of love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if i 
“ any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye the joy” of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, of angels and ij 
faints, “ that ye be like-minded, having the fame 
“ love, being of one accord, of one mind,” Phil. ■ 
ii. i. z. 

2. Confider well the principles, conjlitvtion, and 
praflices of that church you intend to join with. 
There are, undoubtedly, fome diftinguifhing characters of a true church, which ought to be fe- 
rioufly pondered, when you intend to enter into 
adtual communion with any part of the vifiblc i 
church. Let Papifts triumph as they will in Bel- j 
larmine’s marks of a true church, which Prote- - 
Rants have repeatedly confuted and expofed j j 
but do you “ prove all things, and hold fait that 
“ which is good.” Examine and try the truth j 
and falfehood of every doftrine and prafrice, by 
the Itandard of the word, in a humble depend- 
ence on the light and influence of the holy Spirit, 
to enable you to form a right judgment concern- ! 
4ng them : and when, upon impartial trial, ye find what is really good and honourable, in point 
©f truth or duty, maintain and abide by it. “I 
« fpeak as to wife men, judge ye what I fay,” on 
this point •, efpecially in the following weighty 
cafes. 

Is it fafe or honourable to join in communion 
with a church, that does not ft and on the pillar And 



CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 75 
*nd ground of truth * ? If the truth of the gofpel, 
in fome of its eflential articles, be corrupted ; if 
the ruin and recovery of mankind be denied, or 
mifreprefented; if Chrift be not held as the Head 
and Fountain of knowledge, righteoufnefs, and 
duty; if good works are made, in whole or in 
part, our juftifying righteoufnels before God ; if 
perlbnal holinefs is fet afide, and rendered' ufe- 
lefs ; if the co-equal, confubftantial Deity of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be denied ■, if the 
fovereignty of divine favour to linful men be im- 
pugned, or even not aflerted ; if human decifions 
are made a rule of faith •, if creature-performan- 
ces are made the condition of enjoying the favour 
of Heaven; if Chriftian morality is reprefented in a 
light that does not exalt it above the righteouf- 
nefs of the feribes and Pharifees, who obferved 
the letter of the law:—in any, or all. of thefe 
cafes, I befeech you to conlider, whether you 

* The pilhr and ground of truth is referred by fome to the ehorch and by others to Timothy and gotpel-miniders. But the truth of the g Tpel is more properly the pillar and ground of the chureh, than the church is of the truth, and the church cannot potTibly be the pillar of truth any otherwife, than as it holds forth and maintains the truth, which itfelf is built up- on ; and though the apoftles are called pillars. Gal. ii. 9. yet they cannot be faid to be fo in their own perfons, but only as in their miniftrattons they fupported the gofpel-doftrine concerning Chrift, as the foundation of the church, 1 Cor. iii. 10 11. which, on that account, is tailed the foundation of the apoities and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief corner-ftone, Eph. ii. 10. and the doflrine of Peter's con- feffion, or Chrift, whom he confefled, is'called the Rock, oh which he would build his church, Matth. xvi 18. It therefore feems to me, that, in oppofition to the pillars and foundation of a materh! temple, which is here alluded to, the truth of the g >fpel or Chrift as exhibited in the gefpel, is meant by the pil- lar and ground of truth, on which the church Hands, as its foundation and fupport : accordingly this truth is (poken of under the appellation of “ the myltery of godliuels and fc- viral articles <>f it are fpecified in the following verft. Cufc’s marginal note on 1 Tim. iii. rp. 
can. 
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can reafonably expeft, that your communion 
would be either ufeful or fafe. 

Again,canyou thinkit fafe to join with a church, "ivko/e worjbip is taught by the commandments and 
authority of men ? “ God is a Spirit, and they that 
“ worfhip him, muft worfhip him in fpirit and 
“ in truth,” John iv. 24. “ This is it that the 
“ Lord fpake, faying, I will be fan&ified in them 
“ that come nigh me” in any a& of gofpel-wor- 
fhip. Lev. x. 3. If any ordinance of Chriftian 
worfhip is rejefted ; if human fervices and rites 
are joined with the appointments of Heaven ; if 
the manner of performing religious duties" is 
changed, limited, or modelled by the pleafure of 
men :—if you find that the fyftem of worfhip in 
a church is digefted in fuch a form, it is furely 
an objeft of ferious confideration, whether you 
can, in thefe circumftances, unite yourfelves in 
connections, that would oblige you to worfhip a 
jealous God, by thefe means, or in that manner, 
which you believe to be unauthorifed in his word. 

Moreover, it furely merits your attention, whe- 
ther there is a reafonable profpeft of edification 
to your fouls in the communion of a church, 
where paftors are eftablifhed in congregations by 
the power of a mant whofe family has been, per- 
haps in the dark ages of Popilh fuperftition, a 
temporal benefactor to them, and is ufually call- 
ed a/a/ron f Without entering, at prefent, on 
the merits of the caufe, relative to the right (f 
patronage in the Chriftian churches,' I only beg 
leave to urge upon your thoughts a juft regard 
to the tendency of thisfchemc, where-ever it is car- 
ried into execution. It manifeftly robs the people 
of God of their religious rights, and invefts them 
in hands that are not likely to make a good ufe 



CHURCH-FELLOWS HIP. 77 
of them ; it opens a profpedt for the patron** 
friend to a comfortable provifion; it lays a ftronS 
temptation before the minifter fo called to exe" 
cute his office rather to the pleafure of his bene’ 
factor, than to the edification of his congreg..* 
tion ; and it gives a wicked preference of worldly 
riches to religious charadters in the kingdom of 
Chrift. This point is confidered, with great 
judgment and candour, in a late performance, 
entitled, “ An attempt to prove, that every fpe* 
“ cies of patronage is foreign to the nature of 
“ the church: in fix difier tat ions." Printed by 
Gray & Alfton, 1768. 

Befides, it is both prudent and neceflary, that 
you ponder the fecurity you are like to have, in 
a church-ftate, for the effectual exercife of dif- 
cipline, in making a feparation between the pre- 
cious and the vile, and in purging out the old 
leaven of corrupted members, that the church 
may keep her feaft as a new lump, Jer. xv. 19. 
1 Cor. v. 7.  13. “ Purge out therefore the 

old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as yfi “ are unleavened. For even Chriftour paffover is 
“ facrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the 
** feaft, not with old leaven, neither w«h the 

leaven of malice and wickednefs; but with 
the unleavened, bread of fincemy' and truth.- 
I wrote unto you in an epiftle, not to com- 
pany with fornicators. Yet not altogether 

“ with the fornicators of this world, or with the #< covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters ;. 
“ for then muft ye needs go out of the world. 
** But now I have written unto you, not to keep- 
“ company, if any man'that is called a brother 
“ be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, , 
“ or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, 
“ with fuch an one, no not to eat. For what 
“ have I to do to judge them alio that are with- 

G 3 “ out ?' 



7$ CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 
out ? do not ye judge them that are within ? 

“ But them that are without, Godjudgeth.There- tc fore put away from among yourfelves that 
*( wicked perfon.” Rev. ii. 2. “I know thy works* 
<c and thy labour, and thy patience, and how 
** thou canft not bear them which are evil: and 
“ thou haft tried them which fay they are apo- 
“ ftles, and are not *, and haft found them liais.” 
Verf. 6. “ But this thou haft, that thou hateft 
“ the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I alio hate.’* 
Verf 14. 15. “ But I have a few things againft 
“ thee, becaufe thou haft there them that hold 

the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to 
call a ftumbling-block before the children of 

“ Ifrael, to eat things iacriftccd unto idols, and 
“ to commit fornication. So haft thou alfo them “ that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
“ which thing 1 hate.” The order and con- 
ftitution of that church, which do not enable her 
to exercife dilcipline faithfully, vigoroufly, and impartially, are certainly defective. If church- 
decifions are over-awed by civil laws and penal- 
ties; or if her members have hot united upon 
this condition, that they will walk in mutual 
love, and will feverally fubmit to her order and 
difcipline •, pray, conlider with yourfelves, wbat 
reafonable fecurity you could expert to find, in 
fuch a communion, for a pure and holy fellow* 
flip. 

Finally, confider whether the church you in- 
tend to join is tyrannical in her government. It 
is the duty of a church to revenge all difobediencei as the apoftle fpeaks, 2 Cor. x. 6. But feverity 
againft offending members, is no where autho- 
rifed by the meek and lowly Jefus. His doElrinet 
and his example, are fo far from countenancing any thing of this kind, that they are a flat con- 

tradi&ioa 
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I 

tradition to it in every fhape. Can you really 
think, that the fpirit of the gofpel prevails, 
where, the only means ufed for removing the 
fcruples, for anfwering the doubts, or for latif- 
fying the confciences of the members, who 
need fatisfaflion, efpecially, if they alfo refpedt- 
fully delire it, is a violenty forward exertion of 
church-power ? Be not blinded by any inlinua- 
tions of crafty men, that would tell you, fuch a 
rigorous procedure is neceffary in making a fair 
Jlandfor truth. Can you think, that divine truth 
is fo deifitute of evidence, as to need fuch a 
fliicld ? You have reafon to fufpedl, either that 
the caufe, which is; fupported by thefe furious 
meafui'es, is bad; or that its advocates and par- 
tifans are weak, if not unprincipled.men. Aa 
upright and judicious friend to truth, will always 
aim at commending himfelf to every man’s conr 
fcience in the fight of God, by an open, faith- 
ful manifeftation of the reafons and evidences of 
what he takes to be u uth. He is r.ady to give 
unto every man that alks him, another fort of 
reafon for the hope that is in him, than either 
the opinion or decilion of a. council, or the 
powerful weight of church-authority. A tyv 
rannical adminiftration of church-difcipline may 
reafonably forbid a prudent man to join her com- 
munion. 

Upon the whole, k is necefiary that Chriftians 
feek out a communion, where th_ doftrine is 
found, the worlhip pure, her privileges free, 
and her difeipline regular and vigorous, yet mo- 
derate and gentle. 

3. Conlider lerioufly your own ends and pur- 
pofes in joining yourfelves to a congregation. 
What do you wilh or hope to gain by a church- 

conne&ion ? 
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connexion ? After the multitude had been at- 
tending on the miniftry of John the Baptift, our 
Lord interrogated them in thefe terms,—What 
went ye out into the wilder tiefs to fee ? Matth. xi. 
7.—In Inch terms you ought to alk your con- 1 
fciences, concerning your motives and aims, in i 
propofing a connection with a congregarion. 
The heart is deceitful, proud, and fellilh, and 
frequently deceives and mifleads mankind in 
their religious conduCt. Events have often dif- 
covered fome fatal error that muft have produced 
unprincipled church-connections: for light as 
the matter may appear in the eyes of many, it is 
certain, that an unneceflary forfiking of com- 
munion with a Chrillian church, is a manifeft 
proof of fome wrong motives and defigns in 
forming their original connection, 1 John ih. ! 
19. “They went out from us, but they were 4‘ not of us: for if they had been of us, they 
“ would no doubt have continued with us : but: 

they went out, that they might be made ma- 
“ nifelt, that they were not all of us.” 

Do you with to exhibit and maintain, to pro* 
fefs and contend for a fyftem of found principles P 
Is it your governing aim to holdfaf, in this holy 
and intimate relation to the people of God, the. 

form of found words delivered in the fatred oracles? 
Do you join a church, becaufe you are fatisfied, upon clear evidence, and due enquiry, that her 
fociety is ufeful to open the mind to the dtfco- 
veries of truth, to quicken and -govern a regular 
seal, and to fortify the mind againft the deceit- 
ful appearances under which error makes fatal 
impreffions upon it, in a Angle unconnected* 
Rate ? 

Do you intend, in a Church-Rate, to honour 
God*. 
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J God, by obferving the fimplicity of gofpel-worjhip^ 
;. and keeping pure and entire all the ordinances 
l of it ? The icripture is certainly very full and 

exprefs on the duties and obligations of divine 
worfhip, in public, private, and fecret. Several 
ordinances of religious worlhip can only be ob- 
ferved in a church-ftate. Without fuch con- 
nexions, it is plain, thefe ordinances muft go in- 
to difufe, as far as the praXice of individuals 
can operate ; and where is the proof to the world, 
in this cafe, that the negleXers of fuch inftitu- 
tions love, obey, and honour the authority of 
Chrift ?—But when you rei'olve on forming holy 
connexions in a church-relation, are you impel- 
led by an earneft defire to do the will of Chrift, 
and to enjoy his prefence, while you take fweet 
counfel with his people in every focial religious, 
fervice ? 

Again, do you propofe to yourfelves, in that 
holy relation, to maintain, and to fubmit to the 
impartial exercife of church-d fcipline ? That this 
end may be effeXually obtained, do you refolve^ 
in a firm dependence on divine grace, to obey in 
the Lprd them that have the rule overyou, and to 
follow their faith ? Do you purpofe to confider 
well your ftation and place in the church, and' 
to be confcientious in performing the duties of 
it, fubmitting yourfelves, in the fpirit of love 
and meeknefs, unto the admonitions, reproofs, 
and exhortations, both of your fpiritual guides, 

> and of your brethren, on every proper occafion ? 
Unlefs this be your fixed refolution, it is very 
improbable, that your religious connexion will 

' either prove ufeful to yourfelves, or comfortable 
to the church. 

And, finally, do you urifh and hope to promote I and 
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and preferve an holy bias, temper, and difpofttion.] 
of mind, in your whole converfation, improving 
your religious communion, both as an inducement 
to this holinefs, and as a means of maintaining 
it ? Are you refolved to look well to yourfelves, 
as well as to your brethren, left any root of impu- 
rity and bittcrnefs grow up to trouble you or 
them ? Are you defirous oF walking together 
in the fear of the Lord, adding to your faith, 
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and toknow-- 
ledge, temperance; and to temperance, pa-i 
tience; and to patience, godlinefs; and togod- 
linefs, brotherly kindnefs; and to brotherly 
kindnefs, charity or love. 

Upon the whole, examine your own hearts 
concerning your defigns in propofing to form a 
connexion with the faints in a church relation*.! 
Endeavour to obtain fatisfattion to your minds 
upon every branch of this queftion,—Whether 
your confciences bear you witnefs in the fight of 
God, that your governing motives and ends are^ 
to maintain and exhibit fotmdnefs in the faith of 
the gofpel—the fimplicity of inflituted worjhip—•, 
the impartial exercife of difeipline—and, that pu- 
rity of perfonal and facial converfation, to hie h be.- 
eometh the gofpel of Chrift ? The queftion is 
weighty and neceflary. Confider what anfwer 
you will give unto God, who cannot be deceived, 
and who will not be mocked. Superficial thoughts 
on this fubjett, are, perhaps, the chief feafon of 
that inftability fo often to be feen among church- 
members, who, having entered into communion 
without confideration, are fickle in all the duties 
of ft, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, or with every guft of paflion. But this. 
calls my attention to another point, viz. 

Dlrcdh. 



I CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP. 83 
. Dire ft. 2. Let church-members be JiedjaJi in 

snaintaining their religious connections. 
, When the hearers of Peter’s fermon on the 5 day of Pentecoft, which next followed after the 

,’l refurreftion of Chrift, became believers, they 
7 Submitted to baptifm, and united in a church- 

ftate. This affociation was not temporary and 
i occafional : for “ they continued ftedfaftly in 
' “ the apoftles doftrine, and fellowlhip, and in 

“ breaking of bread, and in prayers,” Afts ii. 
42. Their praftice is recorded for an example 

. to us, and fufficiently proves, that thcfe who are 
added to, or made members of, a particular con- 
gregation or church, ought firmly and ftedfaftly 
to perfevere in all the ordinances and inftitutions 
appointed by Chrift for their edification and 

• comfort in that church. 
! It is truly a lamentable cafe, that in this age : which affefts to be thought eminently enlighten- 

, ; ed, there are fo many unftable fouls, fometimes 
1 here, and fometimes there, who muft think, if 
[ ! they think on the cafe at all, that the church is 

only a temporary fociety, and her fellowlhip 
^ merely an occafional thing. If they reckon her 
•jj communion and {erviccsjlatedrthcy muft be con- 

demned of their ownfelves for their wavering un- 
! ftaid praftices. Permit me, my brethren, to ufe 
^ fuch freedom with you as I think the cafe re- 
j quires ; and do not count me your enemy, be- 

|/ caufe I tell you what I apprehend is the truth. 
' You are called unto liberty, only ufe not your 
. 1 liberty for an occafion of the flelh. 

Let none entertain a prejudice againft me, un- 
der an apprehenfion, that I take upon me to 1 cenfure every church-member who is not a ways 

prefent, 
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prefent, when the church to which he belongs is 
gathered together. I am feniible of the variety 
of events and occurrences that from time to time 
break in upon profeflbrs, and neceflarily inter- 
rupt and hinder their attendance. It would be 
very weak and uncharitable not to remember the 
bodily infirmities, the turns and events of life, 
and many other things that fall out in every fta- 
tion, and from time to time interrupt Chriftians 
in this privilege and duty. But the praftice I 
condemn, is an allowed negleft of ftated attend- 
ance in church-afiemblies with their conneftions, 
through floth, caprice, itching ears, love of the 
world, or any other carnal, curious, or dclufive 
motive, whereby the inftitutions of Chriftian fel- 
lowfhip are rendered lefs beautiful and lefs fruit- 
ful. - A neglect which I will venture to fay, is 
no other than a breach of the communion of 
faiotsdn their church-relation. As a means 
of conviction, I intreat thole, who are either fal- 
len into this courfe, or inclined to defend it, fc- 
rioufly to confider what they are doing, and to 
give place to deliberate reflections on the follow- 
ing things. 

r. By this negleCtone main defign of a Hand- 
ing miniftry of the word is lubverted, or render- 
ed in a great meafure Jfuitlefs. One principal 
bufinels of a gofpel minifter, with relpeCt to the 
flock over which the Holy Ghoft hath made him 
overfeer, is, ta difpenfe the -word, not in a formal 
manner, or merely as a fyltem of doCtrine, but, 
as it may fuit the condition and circumftances of 
his people. On this account, the duty enjoined on 
him is, care over them, converfe with them, and 
attention to them, to the end that, feeing their 
tempers and firuations, their frames and difpofi- 
tions, and confidering the various temptations 

one 
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•ne or other of his members, or the whole body, 
may fall into, he may bring a wrord in feafon to 
their cafe. A wife and faithful minifter will be 
careful to obferve all the dilpenfations of provi- 
dence and grace which may affect the people un- 
der his charge: and when he difcerns and under- 
Rands their particular cafes, he is earneft in pray- 
er, Rudies the feriprures, and endeavours, by all 
the means in his power, to form his difcourfes 
for their warning and comfort. Hut in vain are 
all a miniRer’s w atchfulnefs, prayer, meditation, 
and labour in fuch a view, if his people be incon- 
Rant and carelefs in attending at the appointed 
feafons of miniftration. Think foberly upon the 
cafe, and judge in yourfelves, whether fuch un- 
RedfaRnefs has not a manifefl tendency to 
grieve and difcourage your paRors, to provoke :the Lord, by oppoiing the end of that miniflry he hath appointed, and to injure your own fouls, by 
Jofing the benefit, and defeating the purpofe of 
that miniRry you have chofetv. Heb. xiii. 17. 
“ Obey them that have the rule over you, and u fubmit yourfelves.: for they watch for your 

fouls, as they that muR give account: that 
“ they may do it with joy, and not with grief: 
“ for that is unprofitable for you.” 1 ThtfT. v. 12. 13. “ And we befeech you, brethren, 
“ to know them which labour among you, and 

are over you in the Lord, and admonifh you; 
“ and to eReem them very highly in love for 
•“ their work’s fake 

a. By 
* The reverend Dr Oonder on this test, obferves. It is s people’s 'duty to know thofe that are over them in the Lord as to their fpecial cbarafler and 'relation. Minifters are Chrift’s comn iffi ,j - dicers, and they are fpirited and gifted 'by him for the fervice of your fouls. They are ambafladors •or heralds from the Prince of peace to publish glad tidings, II and 
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2. By this neglefr of conftant attendance with 

iheir fellow-members, in a zealous, ftedfaft re- 
gard to all the duties of religious fellowfhip, 
Chriftians become guilty of breaking their fo- 

lemn 
and to difTufe the royal proclamation of peace on earth, and good will to men- I he l ord has given them a commiffioB to difpenfe his w ord, referv'ng to himfelf the power of com- manding the blefling. “ Who then is Paul, and who is Apol- “ los, but nairifters by w hom ye believed, even as the Lord " gave to every man?’' i Cor. iii p. To know your miniftcrs in their charafter then, is to look wpon them as Chrift's commiflioners, ChrilVs fervants, ChriffS wife and gracious provifion for your confutation and falvation : and the word they difpenfe, fo far as it is fupported by the facred oracles, is not to be regarded as the inftrufHon of the Tpcaker, but as his inftrufHon in whole name they (peak. Keep your eyes fttadily on this point in all your public at- tendances, and it may be expefted our gofpel will not come unto you in word only, but in power, and in the HolyGhoft, and in much afturance.—And as to their relation to you, (uch whom God hath united your choice in for dated work, they are in a ptcnliar manner iu trdinance for your good, you are to know them as your own, as ‘God’s fpecial provi- fion for you. And would ye grow in grace, adorn your pro- feffion, and make fenfible advancements in the divine life, Ithen know them that labour among you, i. e. make confcience of cleaving to their miniftry, adhering to their inftruftioms, converfing freely with them, and admitting them freely and faithfully to convcrfe with you concerning.the affairs of your precious fouls. Give me leave to exemplify thefe hints alittle. You open your Sabbaths with contemplation and prayer, your fouls thirll after God, you breathe for a frefh meflage of grace from him under his word: and is the queftion with you. Where (hall I go to-day ? .whofe miniftry (hall I attend ? (hall I turn in here to the right, or there to the left, and hear whit God, by fuch or fuch a miniftry, fliall fay to my foul? No, no! this indeed is too much the temper and conduit of many, but it is a temptation, a weaknefi. I he path of prefcribed duty is direftly before you, “ Know them that labour among •> you;” rather think of fiilii g up your places than of in- dulging vour fancies; remember be that plants is not any thing, nor he thatwa:ers. but God that. gives the inertafe. The b’effing is wholly at his difpofal, and you have much greater realbn to expefl it under the miniftrations of them he has fet e ver you, than of any others. Know them therefore in 
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lemn obligation before God to walk with their 
brethren in all the fervices of their focial relation] 
They are much miftaken who fuppofe, that their 
church-relation only obliges them to a moral 

converfation, 
in your clofets, by earned and frequent prayer for them, that they may be furniflied with a word in feafon to you; know them in their Chriftian vifits, by a kind reception of all theif friendly counfel*, and cautions and reproofs, which faithful* neft and affeftion may occafionally fuggcft ; and know them in the houfe of God, by a clofe attention to their public in- flruftions, as containing the particular meflage, which it was the all-Jifpofmg will of God, you (hould at fuch a time receive from them. In fuch a temper of mind the word will come Clothed with authority, your minifters will be heard with acceptation, and your hearts cheared and refrelhed with the blelnng. Condtr’s fertntn at Mr St JJbrd’s ordinal/on, p 4;. The pious and judicious Mr Durham of Glafgow, treat- ing of the particular relation between 3 mhirter and-a particu- lar flock, (hews, that it doth arife from thefe grounds. (1.) From the Lord’s fpecial aligning of one particular church, to one man'rather than to another: in which he is to labour for the good of the whole In which refpe£t, as he is a mini'ltr of Chrift ty the catholic church, and hath that common with all other minifters; fo hath he this peculiar to him, that he is fpecially deftgned in reference to that portion, as it were his particular port. (2.) Upon this delegation by the M-fter, Inch a people become peculiarly his; and by the Mailer’s ap- pointment, are to fubmit to the ordinances adminiftraud by him: becaufe that fame Lord and Mailer of the minifter, .-ho •warrants him peculiarly to treat with fuch a people, being al- fo Mailer of that flock, calleth them peculiarly to fubmit to him: from which, according to his appointment, there doth arife a mutual obligation between fuch a minifter and fuch ^ people: he is obliged to minilter unto them in the gofpel; and they are obliged to fubmit to him, llrengthen him, acknow- ledge him, communicate, to him in all good things, and to pro- vide for him, &c. And this mutual relation is not founded merely on voluntary confent, nor is of a perfonal nature, (to Ipeak fo); that is, as if he or they were difpoling of themfelves as principal parties; but it is an obligation flowing from the former delegation, and cannot but follow from the nature thereof, and by virtue of the general commands given, Heb. jdii. 17. 1 Theff v. 12. Gal. vi. 6. drc. although there were no explicit covenanting in reference to thefe ends amongfl: H 2 thefe 



88 CHURCH FELLOWSHIP. 
converfation, and to a£b of gofpel-obedience in 
their private and family capacities, in a general 
way of living in the fear of the Lord : for, in vir- 
tue of this relation, they are engaged by their 
own confent, to walk as brethren in church- 
communion. Now, it muft be remembered, 
that this walk conlifts in a JiedfaJi continuance in 
the apojlles doSirine and fcllowjbip, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayer. Perhaps it will be faid, 
“ that an engagement of this kind is but feldom 
“ propofed to church-members upon their ad^ 
“ million, and therefore it is wrong to interpret 
“ their liberties a breach of any fuch engagement, 
“ which is not entered into by them, when they 
“ form their relation to a particular church.,, 

thefe parties : and where any is, it is but a formal e*pre(Ting of that which otherwife is implied i, and is necelfary, not for binding up that relation limply, but for the better further- ing the ends thereof. Therefore in that tie, minifters and people both, are to look upon that obligation as a mean fub- fervient to an end, and fb to be regulated by it: and both would remember that they do principally belong to Chrift ; and that therefore it is not free to them to article or not, or as they will, in that obligation, or otherwlfe than may Hand with the Mailer’s end, and delegation forclaid. (j.) From this mutual obligation there doth arife a more near mutual fympathy between that miniller and church, than between him and any other church, or them and any other miniller. They have common interefls, common hazards, common joy and grief, drv. in which rcfpefl a crots to one of them is a crofs to both: and in this refpea there is a greater fibnefi between them than others not in this peculiar relation. (<)•) As there are peculiar duties called for on both Tides from each to other, which are not fo required between them and others ; fo there is a particular charge or reckoning and account which will follow thereupon: in this relpefl a miniller is to count more peculiarly for that particular church than others; and the people again, for the reverencing and encouraging of him in a fptcial manner, as may he gathered from Heb. xiii. 17. And upon this account Paul did particularly aggrege the Gen- tiles (lighting and grieving of' him, in his epillle to the Co- rinthians and Galatians, btcaufe of his particular delegation in reference to them. Expefithn ef the Rivchtrou, p. (mihi) 66. 
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  1 anfwer fuch an engagement is reafonable, 
juft, and moderate ;—it would be proper always 
to mention it explicitly at the admiflion of mem- 
bers, for it is always underftood;—and this en- 
gagement is ratified under that great feal of the 
Lord's /upper, which is appointed, among other 
purpoles, to teftify the union of thei'e faints in 
one body, and in one focial connexion, who are 
partakers thereof under the fame miniftry and 
adminiftration : for “ we being many, are one 
“ bread, and one body,” 1 Cor. x. 17. 
. 3. This neglect, whatever be the caufe of it, 
is an offence to the church of God. If an action 
be but of an indifferent nature, it becomes a fin 
when done with offence, Rom.xiv. 20. dll things, 
fpeaking of meats and the creatures of God, which 
are all good, being ufed with thankfgiving, and 
without offence <z// things indeed are pure-, hut 
it is evil for that man -who eateth with offence. 
Ye are brethren, do not then fall out by the 
way; do not wrong one another; and do not 
cruelly deftroy the peace, the comfort, and edi- 
fication of thofe for whom Chrift died ; neither 
give occafion to them that feek an occafion to 
ruin the profperity and mutual love of your 
connexions, nor make the hearts pf fuch fad, to 
whom you fhould adminifter confolation. 

Be not deceived with the notion, that offence 
is taken at your freedoms, while none is given : 
for though this were really the cafe, you might 
ftill be criminal for taking fuch freedoms as you 
know will be the occafions of offence. You 
would not admit that to be a fufficient excufe in civil life ; becaufe you.are fenlible, that no rela- 
tion could be tolerable, if every one, fuppofe an 
hufband, wife, parent, child, maftef, llrvaiit, 

- H 3 or 
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or neighbour, was boldly to follow his own 
choice, and to be a law to himfelf, without pay- 
ing any regard to the pleafure of thofe he is re- 
lated to. Our Lord has made felf-denial an ef- fential branch of Chriftian duty, Matth. xvi. 24. 
But if any man do not deny himfelf to pleafe his 
brethren, whom he hath feen •, how can he pre- 
tend, with any reafon, that he denies himfelf to 
pleafe Chrift, whom he hath not feen ?—So that 
though your opinion fhould be right in fpecula- 
tion, your pradfice might be wrong. But 1 can- 
not admit that your liberties, if they are accom- 
panied with offence, are harmlefs and innocent. 
It is too manifeft to bear any difpute, that an ac- 
tion, which is wrong in its circtmjiances, is fo far 
finful. The circumftances of locial actions con- 
fift in the relation fuch adtions have to lociety. 
The negledt of ftated attendance with their con- 
nedtions, in all the duties of religious worlhip 
and communion, is to be judged, therefore, not 
by the redtitude of the pradtice in itfelf, but by 
the relation it has to the church whereof they 
are members; and if it be previoufly known, 
that offence will be taken at this negleft, the ne- 
gledl becomes, in thefe circumftances, a fin againft 
Chrift. The only anfwer to this realoning that 
I can think of, muft be founded on the follow- 
ing principle ;—That fnch occafional negleEis and 
interruptions of fated attendance Jor hearing the 
word, for fellowfbip, for breaking of bread, and 
for prayer, are a p of dive branch oj Chttjiian didy. 
—It will be foon enough to confute this pofition, 
when it comes to be openly affirmed : for though 
loofe pradlices in Chriftian fociety muft be refol- 
ved into it, I do not find the principle itfelf 
avowed. Whether this ^noceeds from inatten- 
tion or defgn, 1 fhall leave to others to deter- 
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4. This negleft is a real prejudice and hurt to 

the church and congregation you belong to. It 
tends to weaken their hands, and to difcourage1 

their hearts. If all the members Ihcyld adopt 
the fame fentiments, and thefe negledts, in courle, 
become general; they muft foon prove a fatal 
bar to the obfervation of any order, and to the 
exercife of any difcipline. Many of the duties 
of church members muft be omitted altogether^ or elfe performed in a very fuperficial manner. 
The intimacies of her members muft be laid a- 
fide, and their love to one another will become 
very cold. This praclice, in a word, hazards 
the peace of the church, defeats the ends of her 
connexion, mars her beauty, and ruins the vi- 
gour of her fbcial fervites. And, finally, 

5. The negleft I caution church members a* 
gainft, has many pernicious eii'ects upon them* 
ielves. I do not aver this upon Jpeculation only, 
but make the appeal to experience, which beau 
witnefs to all that I affirm. Blefled be God there 
are fome exceptions, but it may be laid down, in 
general, as a faft confirmed by common obferva- 
tion,— That the appearances of the / ovier oj god- 
line/s ufually decay, in proportion as people become 
lax and negligent in the Jlated duties of religious 
communion. Prudence, furely, forbids us to 
rifle any hazard, in fuch a dangerous courfe. 

What I have urged may be thought lefs com>- 
plete, unlefs a particular argument, on the other 
fide, be confidered, which 1 fhall propound and 
anfwer in the words of a fenfible writer *, refer- 
red to formerly. 

* Mr Wallin’* Humble Addrefs, ire- p. 25. 26. 27. 
“ They 
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“ They alledge, that, notwithftanding they 
wander from the churches they immediately 

“ belong to, they ftill, where they go, fit down 
“ with the children of God, and under a found 
“ gofpel-miniftry ; and that this conduft teftifies 

their love to all faints. This, they fay, is 
walking in a catholic fpirit, and with the mark 

** of univerfal charity. And this, they appre- u hend, fufficiently covers them from blame.” 
Anf. “ It may not be amifs to obferve here, 

** that it is one continual labour of the enemy of 
mankind, againft Chrift and his gofpel, to 

“ diflblve the union, by which, in particular 
“ churches, Chriftians are joined in a fpecial 
“ and immediate relation to each other. And 

this he does, among other ways, by infinua- 
ting, that a zealous and firm attachment to 

“ the duties of that fpecial relation, favours of 
“ bigotry and a party-fpirit. The ferpent knows, 
“ that an indift'erency in this matter, as it brings 
“ on a negleft of all order, is the ready way to 
“ bring a church to ruin. 

“ But to anfwer this allegation more dire£Hy: 
—Either a particular church-ftate, and that 
fpecial relation in it, which believers ftand in 

“ to each other, is of divine appointment, or it is 
not.—If it be not, why do thefe perfons, by a 

“ folemn aft of union and fellowlhip with it, 
** fupport and countenance, in the church of 
“ God, an human invention ?—But if this con- 
“ ftitution be of the Lord, how will thdy anfwer tf for neglefting the duties they owe to it ? 

** On the other hand, is the clofe attachment 
“ of a Chriftian to all his duty, in the chufch 
“ he immediately belongs to, inconfiftent with « a 
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' a catholic fpirit ? They who think fo, muft 
‘ know very little of what concerns the kingdom 
‘ of Chrift. Every particular church, and con- 
‘ gregation is a conftituent part of the catholic 
‘ church. The ftrength, fruitfulnefs, and glo- 
‘ ry of the latter, will always advance or de- 
' cline, in proportion to the number and con- 
' dition of the former. And hence it may ea- ! fily be feen, that they who, by diforder and 
' negligence, bring injury and decay on the 1 Chriftian community they immediately belong 
' to, do, by this means, endamage and endan- f ger the whole body. And thus the perfons, 
' 1 am now particularly anfvering, do, under E the fpecious colour of a catholic fpirit, injure, 1 and indeed betray the catholic church. For, 
' if their example fhould be univerfally follow- 1 ed, univerfal confulion would follow likewife, 1 and Chrift would have no appearance of a 
' church on earth. 

] “ But, after all the talk of univerfal charity 1 “ among fuch people, experience ftiews,—That 1 “ they who are the moft refolved and affiduous 
I “ to fill up their places in the churches to which 
! “ they are particularly related, beft witnefs their 1 “ concern for, and beft promote the honour 1 “ and intereft of the catholic body. And can 1 “ it be fuppofed, that he, in whom are all the 1 “ treafures of wifdom, hath fo corrftituted his M church, and fettled all that concerns it, as 1 “ that the negleft of duty in a particular part of ■ “ it, fhall become a neceflary teftimony of a 

Chriftian’s love and zeal for the whole ? No- 
“ thing is more contrary to reafon, and the 
“ word and honour of the Redeemer.” 

To conclude this direction, 1 befeech the 
members 
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members of any particular denomination, of anltj 
particular church, or congregation, ftedfaftly tci 
maintain their religious connexions, and con* 
fcientioufly to keep up their attendance with th* 
congregations they feverally belong to, in all th« . 
ordinances of their ftated fellowfhip, as a gofpel church. 

Direct. 3. Let CbriJUans be diligent in improving ' 
their religious connexions. 

The will of God is, that whatever our hanc 
findeth to do, Ihould be done with our might. ' 
Eccl.ix. 10. This implies, in general, two things 
(1.) That the duties of religious communioE ■ 
mould be made our great bufinefs. We fhoule 
be always ready and watchful to embrace ever) 
opportunity to attend on the communion of th« 
church, and ftiould lay afide every incumbranc* 
that might hinder us in that attendance. (2 \ 
That whatever we do in this bulinefs, fhould be 
done heartily as to the Lord, and not unto men, I 
Col. iii. 23. ; that is, it fhould be done in thatf fear of God, in obedience to his command, andlj 
with an eye to his glory. 

In this manner of old time did the faints abound 
in this work of the Lord, and have left us an ex- 
ample of the like diligence and zeal, cheerfulnefs 
and unwearied conft.incy, in every focial labour 
of love. All that is necdTary on this fubjeX* 
may be reduced to two heads. 

I. Carefully embrace every opportunity ofi 
receiving improvement from your Chriftian and church connexions. God hath placed every 
member in the body according to his wifdom 
and plealure. Some members are more ufefuli than | 
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lllian others, but every one is ufeful in its place j 
and none of them can truly fay to the reft, I 
(have no need of you. Thus God hath tempered 

“ the body together, that the members Jhould have the 
fame care one for another, 1 Cor. xii. Every 
Chriftian ftiould ftudy to know his place in the 
church, and fhould ufe every means of enjoy- 
ing proper fupplies from fellow members, in 
order to furnifti him throughly f< r the fervices of 
his ftation. Every one fhould be fwift to hear, 
and forward to feek improvements in the power 
of godlinefs to his own foul, in every means of 
inftituud worfhip. Minifters cannot fay, they 
have no need of their flocks, nor the moft ex- 
perienced Chriftian, that he hath no need of his 
weakeft brother. 

Watch and pray, and ftrive, that you enter not 
into temptation, by giving place to a proud con- 
ceit of your fuperior attainments, as if you had 
no further need of deriving improvements in the 
duties of religion, in a church-relation, from your 
conneftions ; or by a kind of fatal inattention to 

; the obligations and benefits of fuch fervices. lie- 
i jieve that the ordinances of church fellowfhip 
-are the appointments of Heaven, and the mini- 
• ftration of the Spirit of Jefus. Ufe them as 
fuch, and feek to be filled with the Spirit, through 
thefe channels wherein the fupplies of the Spirit 
flow fo plenteoufly anti fo freely. Confider what 
advantages the moft improved faints may receive 

|) by a confcientious attachment to the ftated offi- 
ces of their communion in a church-relation. 

' Hereby they are emboldened to profefs and prac- 
tife religion with greater firmnefs and.courage : 
hereby their fouls are animated with a warmer 
fire of holy devotion : hereby they are more ef- !' fe£lually fecurtdagainftapoftacy, and even againft 

luke- 
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lukewarmnefs in the caufc of .truth and holinefs;j| 
and hereby they are more confirmed and efta-|| 
•blifhed in their moft holy faith. 

2. Cheerfully embrace every opportunity, an< 
comply with every call to communicate facial ii 
provemcnt, in a church-relation. Do not bur 
your Lord’s talents in the earth, far lefs lhoul< 
you employ them to his difhonour, and to th< prejudice of his people. X our gifts are not be^ 
ftowed on you for any fuch purpole, but for i * oft • ’ ’ ' much nobler end. Often review that elegani 
reprefentation of the cafe, drawn by the pencil ol 
inipiration, i Cor. xii. 4  13. “ Now there 
“ are diverfides of gifts, but the fame Spirit. And 

there are differences of adminiftrations, bul *( the fame Lord. And there are diverfities or 
“ operations, but it is the fame God, which work- t( eth all in all. But the manifeftation of the Spin 
“ rit, is given to every man to profit withal. For “ to one is given by the Spirit, the word of wif- 
“ dom; to another the word of knowledge by (l the fame Spirit; to another faith by the fame 
“ Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the c‘ fame Spirit; to another the working of mii 

racles ; to another prophecy ; to another dif- ,c cerning of fpirits ; to another divers kinds oi “ tongues ; to another the interpretation of 
“ tongues. But all thefe worketh that one and 
“ the felf-fame Spirit, dividing to every man fe4 f( verally as he will. For as the body is one, and 
“ hath many members, and all the members o£ 
“ dial one body, being many, are one body: fo 
“ alfo is Chrift. For by one Spirit are we all 
“ baptized into one body, whether we be Jewsu. 
“ or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and 
“ have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” Dedicate^ 
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Dedicate your gifts, graces, time, and [iib* 

Jlance, to the honour of the church, and employ 
them for the good of your brethren, as far as 
may be confiftent with your general and fpecial 

I duties in life. 
Your gifts of knowledge, ivifdom, and prudence^ 

ihould be employed for the honour of the church, 
#md to edify one another, be afhamed to think 
that you would neglecf to exercife, in a.caufe fo 
good, and for a purpofe fo noble, thefe endow- 1 ments, which are defigned to profit the body of 
Chrift. but if you take your Lord’s talents, and 
ufe them as inftruments of unrighteoulnefs unto 
fin, by employing them for.your own advantage, 
honour, and applaufe, to (well your own pride, 
to pervert juftice, to occafion firife, to extenuate 
error and vice, or to fierve a friend at the expence 

, of truth my foul fhudders at the alarming con- 
fequences ! you muft, indeed you muft be 
muzzled and fpeechlefs, when you ifand impeach- 

'ed by God himfelf, of the heinous crimes of re- 
bellion, ingratitude, injuftice, and treachery.-—— 

! A horrid catalogue, whole united force is con- 
1 centered in a point! 

! Your graces of faith, repentance, meeknefs, long- 
Vfujfering, hope, patience, love, and joy, ought to 

be ufed for the edification of the body of Chrift. 
They are the fruits of his blcfted Spirit, and .ma- 
ny of them fhine brighteft in ibcial life. Every 

^ divine temper fhould be iubfervient to the. wel- 
fare, and afiilting to the comfort of religious fel-~ 

si knvfhip, that we may in all things grow up into 
i Chrift, as our head. 
1 Your time fhould be-empleyed, in a reafonable i pxopbrtion, for promoting the interefts of reli- 

I gioa 
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jion in the church or congregation you belong 
to. I do not fpeak of the Lord’s day, which 
ought to be kept ftriftly holy; but of fo much 
time and trouble, as may be found neceflary to 
difcharge every duty you owe both to the body, 
and to the feveral members of it. Do not grudge 
reafonable time and attendance in fuch fervices; 
but eagerly catch the prefent opportunity and 
feafon of doing good. Finally, 

Tour JtxbJlancc Ihould, in a fuitable proportion, 
be devoted to the fervice of your brethren in church-fellowfhif); both by contributing for the 
decent fupport of a gofpel-miniftry, and by re- 
lieving, according to your ability and opportuni- 
ty, fuch poor as feem to be of the houfehold of 
faith. Both thefe are incumbent on the faints by 
every obligation of duty and love. 

To fum up what has been mentioned on this 
direftion, I befeech you, in the bowels of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, to embrace willingly and 
cheerfully every opportunity that you can have, 
both to receive and to communicate focial im- 
provement, in a church-relation. 

Direct. 4. Let church-members be fearful »f 
breaking their religious connexions. 

I have a meflage from God unto you, and, in 
his name, I demand a favourable hearing. My 
meffage is, to inform thefe who have ears to 
bear, what the Spirit faith unto the churches, 
in fuch paifages as thefe, Heb. iii. 12. 13. 
“ Take heed, brethren, left there be in any of «* you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
“ from the living God. But exhort one another 
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if daily while it is called, To-day; left any of 
“ you be hardened through the deeeitfulnefs of 
“ fin.” Chap. x. 24. 25. “ And let us confided 
“ one another, to provoke unto love, and to 
“ good works: not forfaking the afiembling of 
“ ourlelves together, as the manner of fome is; 
** but exhorting one another: and fo much the 
“ more, as ye fee the day approaching.” Chap, xii. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. “Wherefore, lift up the 
“ hands which hang down, and the feeble knees. 
“ And make ftraight paths for your feet, left “ that which is lame be turned out of the way, 
“ but let it rather be healed. Follow peace with 
“ all men, and holinefs, without which no man 
“ fhall fee the Lord: looking diligently, left a- “ ny man fail of the grace of God; left any 
“ root of bitternefs fpringing up, trouble you, “ and thereby many be defiled : left there be any 
“ fornicator, or profane perfon, as Efau, who for one morfel of meat fold his birth-right.” 

Your connexions are not occafional or tem- 
per try, and therefore you ought to be well fatif- 
fied, that the grounds upon which you would 
diflblve them are folid and clear. I (hall exem- 
plify this direction in fome inftances. 

1. Do not refign your own judgment, in or*- 
der to imitate thefe who are reckoned great, or 
goad, learned, or wife men. This has frequently 
proved a fnare to religious people. Follow them only as far as you fee them followers of Chrift. 
Make not men, but the Bible, your rule. Hu- man authority and example are apt to miflead, 
and therefore both of them muft be refponfible at the bar of divine revelation. 

2. Do not bx*eak your religious connexions 
I 2 raflily, 
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a-afhly, on account of perfonal offences. Offen* i 
ces will come in every fociety; and it is eafy to j 
account for more offences coming in. the church of Chrift, than in almoft any foclety whatever. 
But will every perfonal offencet nay, I will ven- 
ture to fay more, will any perfonal offence, war- 
rant church-members to forfake, or break off 
their fellowfhip, in a church-relation ? If this 
caufe were fufficient, the church of Chrilt muft 
be the moft precarious, unfortunate conftiturion 
on the face of the earth. Let me only add, that 
this fuppolition makes void the wildom and au- 
thority of Chriffs appointment, relative to of- 
fences, Matth. xviii. 15.—18. How very cri- 
minal muft thefe be in the light of God, who fe- 
parate themfelves from church-communion, on 
account of perfonal animofities, and general'y 
without attempting any friendly meafure to re 
move the fcandal! But what words can defcribe 
the impious folly of fuch as diffolve their reli- 
gious connexions, merely on the credit of mali- 
cious tale-bearers ! Their abfurdity, however, is 
exceeded by the unfeeling hardnefs of fome dark 
ungodly minds, which are capable, firft of con- 
triving, and then of improving groundlefs impu- 
tations ag-iinft innocent perfons, in order to ferve 
as a pretence for juftifying a wifhed-for fepara- 
tion. / 

3. Endeavour to give an early ftop to thofe 
jthings that are likely to make a breach upon 
unity and order. This is agreeable to the advice 
of the wife man, who affures us, that “ the be- “ ginning of ftrife is as when one letteth out wa- 

ter ; therefore,” fays he,_“ leave off contention 
“ before it be meddled with,” Prov. xvii. 14. 
No fooner is the bank of a river broken, but the 
water will fpread, and carry all before it with an irrefxftible, 



CHURCH-FELLOWSHIP, ioi 
irrefiftible violence. When paffions begin to [ rife, it is the beft way immediately to fupprefs 
them, becaufe no one can tell how far they fliall 
be carried, nor into what indecencies men may be tranfported by giving way to wrath. It is 
certainly the moft prudent courfe to avoid the 
occafions of ftrife, and very early to rclift every 
thing that has any vilible tendency towards it. 
How great mifchiefs, and what lamentable divi- 
fions have been occafioned by very fmall begin- 
nings of contention ! The little heterogeneous 
vapours, which the fun exhales from the earth, 
often defcend in tempeft and thunder; fo, fmall 
differences, heightened by pride, fall in a mighty 
ftorm, and fpread confufion and diforder, where 
once nothing but love and peace reigned. How 
great a matter does a little Jire kindle ! A few 
fparks, ftruck into a magazine, will inftantly 
blow up and tear all in pieces. Therefore, fuf- 
fer the word of exhortation, i Pet. iv. 8. “ A- 
“ bove all things have fervent charity among 
“ yourfelves ; for charity fhall cover the multi- “ tude of lins.” 

Many confiderations might be urged to excite, : in church-members, a jealous caution, and god- 
ly fear, of every thing, that tends to break their 
religious connexions. Beware of feparation, 
(i ) For your own fakes, and for the good of your immortal fouls, which is much promoted 
by keeping up your communion with the faints 1 in the duties of religion. (2.) For the fake of ■I the church, whofe beauty is marred by divifion, 
fo that fhe becomes black when her mother’s 
children are angry with her. Song i. 6. (3.) For 

< the fake of your minifters, who may expoftulate 
wnh you in the words of the apoftle, Gal. iv. 
13.—17. “ Ye know how through infirmity of 

I 3 “ the 
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“ the flefh, I preached the gofpel unto you at the |‘ “ firft. And my temptation which was in my 1 

“ flefh, ye defpiTed not, nor rejetted; but re- 
“ ceived me as an angel of God, even as Chrift . 1 

“ Jefus. Where is then the bleflednefs you fpake u of? for I bear you record, that if it had been 
“ poflible, ye would have plucked out your own [« 
“ eyes, and have given them to me. Am £ 1 

therefore become your enemy, becaufe I tell 
“ you the truth ? They zealoufly afFett you, 
“ but not well; yea, they would exclude you, 
“ that you might affett them.” (4.) For the 
fake of your brethren, who have a reafonable 
claim to your affettion and labour of love, that 
their hearts may be encouraged, and their hands , 
flxengthened in God, Jude 17.—23. “ But, be- 
“ loved, remember ye the words which were 
“ fpoken before of the apoftles of our Lord Je*- j 
“ fus Chrifl:: how that they told you there 
“ fh uld be mockers in the laft time, who j 
“ fhould walk after their own ungodly lufts. ■ u Thefe be they who feparate themfelves, fern 

fual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, 
building up yourfclves on your moft holy l “ faith, praying in the Holy Ghoft, keep your- 

“ felves in the love of God, looking tor ths ri mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrifl unto eternal #t life. And of feme have compaillon, making ' 
“ a difference : and others lave with fear, pullr 
“ ing them out of the fire > hating, even the gar- “ ment fpotted by the flefh.” But above all, 
(5.) For the fake of Chrift, the Prince of peace, 
who, in his folemn intercefiion, earneftly pray- 
ed, John xvii. 11. 21. 22. 2 j. “ And now I am “ no more in the world, but thefe are in the 
*f world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, j “ keep through thine own name, thofe whom J 
« thou haft given me, that they may be one, as “ we 
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** we are. That they all may be one, as thou, 

Father, art in me, and I in thee; that they 
“ alfo may be one in us : that the world may 
“ believe that thou haft fent me. And the glo- 
“ ry which thou, gaveft me, I have given them.: 
“ that they may be one, even as we are one» I 
“ in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
*c made perfedt in one, and that the world may 

know that thou haft fent me, and haft loved 
“ them, as thou hail loved me.”—For his lake, 
whole religion is uniform and confident, whofe 
truths and inftitutions conftitute one undivided 
•whole, the fcope of them being Jefus Chnjl, the 

fame yejierday, and to-day, and Jor ever, Heb. 
xiii. 8. For his fake, whofe in ter efts, are far 
from being different and oppolite: for his houfe 
and kingdom are not divided againft themfelves, 
or ehe they would be brought to delolation.— 
For his fake, whofe body, the church, is undi- 
vided, and called in one hope of their calling. 
And—for his fake, who is the only Lord, and 
Lawgiver, and Head of the church, and who, 
in all things, has the pre-eminence. 

Now, where there are fo many inducements 
to unity, Ihould we not be fearful of divifions 
and feparation ?— And Ihould we not be cautious, 
how far we carry a feparation, even where the caufes are clear and neceflary ? Dr Manton well 
obferves, that “ as long as a lower degree of fe- 
“ paration willlerve the turn, we Ihould not go M to a higher; it is a great weakening to the ia- “ tereft of Chrill, when we prefemly dr..w 
“ things to aa extremity 

Therefore, I again repeat the counfel to every 
church-member,—Be fearful of breaking your re- 
ligious connexions. Confider the tendency of 

* Mautun on Jude 19. 
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fuch a courfe, were you to purfue it. (r.) Itj! 
takes off that edge and fervour of Chriftian lovej 
which is an eflential branch of vital Chriltianity :n 
for one who feparates himfelf without fear, be- I 
comes indifferent to the comfort and edification! 
of his brethren. (2.) It makes an unhappy im- prefixon upon the minds of thefe who fee profef- 
fors, eminent for knowledge and experience, 
walking in vague and loofe connexions: for 
hereby they are induced to think, that the inti- 
macies of church-fellowfhip, which derive fo 
much benefit upon mankind, are of flnall im- 
portance, and perhaps even to fet them to the 
account of bigotry and fuperftition. (3.) It 
makes men carelefs of the edification of their 
neighbours, and particularly of fellow-Chri- 
ftians, whom they begin to look upon with indif- 
ference, and to cenfure for too much precifenefs, 
whenever a mifunderftanding falls in. (4.) It 
makes men indifferent to the weightieft concerns 
of vital godlinefs: for if a man become pecvifh in what refers to his brother’s comfort, he muft, 
of courfe, lofe a prefent fenfe of the authority 
and love of God •, and where thefe fade, the glo- 
ry of Chriftianity in its powerful operations is 
departed. 

I Ihall now conclude the whole with an ad- 
dress to thefe viho feparate themfelves without a 
juft caufe from their connexions, and wantonly 
burft the bands of religious fellowfhip. Confi- 
Aer what you .have done,—upon what principles, 
you have aided,—and the. native tendency of your 
courfe. Give place to ferious refleXions on thefe 
important topics ; and bear with me while I en- 
deavour to ftate them to your thoughts in the 
beft light I am able. 
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Firft, Confider ’what you have done. Seemeth 

it to you, my dear friends, a light thing to fepa- rate yourfelves from your brethren, with whom 
you took fweet counfel in going to the houfe of 
God ? Have you done it with pleafure, and do 
you review it without regret ? Is the review pain- 
ful or pleafant to your minds ? Perhaps you 
exult in being free, and happy, and unlhackled 
of all the reftraints of your focial intimacies. 
-Such glorying is not good. Doth not even na- 
ture teach you, that you cannot poffibly difen* 
.gage yourfeives from religious fociety, without 
.doing an eflential injury to the power and exer* 
<ife of godlinefs in your own fouls ? Lie not 
againft the truth, by making bold pretenfions 
to greater improvements in the divine life, as the 
effett of your feparating courfes Such preten- 
fions are common enough, but they are rarely 
juftified by their fruits. The connexion which 
the Spirit of God has made in their charafter is 
too often verified in their conduit, Jude 19. 
“ Thefe be they who feparate thcmfelves, fen- 

fual, having not the Spirit.” 
You have detached yourfelves from the mo ft 

inftruitive and delightful intimacies of commu- nion with the faints, with whom you were wont 
to aflemble ftatedly in aits of church-fellowlhtp. 
You have broken thefe uniting bands, which for- merly knit your fouls together in faith, and leve, 
and obedience. You are verily guilty concerning 
your brethren, whofe edification you arc under 
every obligation to promote : and you have fin- 
ned againft your own fouls, by withdrawing 
from the moft ufeful communion of your bell 
Chriftian friends. You have laid a ftumbling- 
block before the world, which tends to confirm 
them in their alienation from, and enmity to, 

the 
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the ways of Chrift, while they fee them treated^ 
with fo very little refpeft by thefe who halifL 
profefled the greateft regard to them. In onci 
word, your fcparating courfes tend to undermrneji 
and deftroy the kingdom of Chrift in the world ; 
and if they do not actually difiblve all the facredi 
ties of religious fellowlhip, it is only becaufej 
your example is not univerfally followed.—Con- 
fider, I beieech you, what you have done, with 
the moft ferious attention j and examine your 
conduct without partiality or prejudice, remem- 
bering in whole light you are, and in whofe pre- 
fence you adt. It is both foolilh and wicked tew 
pleafe yourfefves with an apology that will ferve 
to juftify you before men, while God, with! 
whom you have to da, knoweth your heart. 
Wherefore, laying aftde all pride, prejudice, and 
felfilh regards, review, in the light of the ferip- 
tures, and in the full perfualion of the impartial 
and decilive fentence of the righteous Judge of heaven and earth,—review the part you have adt- 
ed, and come to the openeft manifeftation of the 
truths and will of God, that your deeds may ap- f 
pear to your own confciences to be what they g 
really are. 

Secondly^ Confider upon what principles you 
have aSled in feparating, with unprovoked wan- tonnefs, from your religious connedtions. “ As 
“ a man thinketh in his heart, fo is he.” Unkls 
you can fatisfy your own conlciences, and ntert* I 
tain the pleafant hopes of being approved of God,, [ 
in regard to the motives and ends which govern your mind in the courfe you take, it muft be 
both criminal and dangerous to be eafy and 
thoughtlefs in a matter of fuch moment in the j 
Chriftian life. In eftimating your leading prin- 
ciples, beware, of mocking God, or of putting conicience* 
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tonfcience, which is the candle of the Lord, un- 
der a bulhel. You know, it is not thefe that 
kommend themlclves, but thefe whom God com- 
mendeth, that are approved. Bear with me 
then while I fuggeft the following queftions; 
and may the Lord, the Spirit, carry home h.art~ 
felt convictions of your real motives and inten- 
tions. 

Has pride no fhare in the direction of your 
eonduft ? You are called to put on kumblenefs of 
mind, and to be clothed -with humility, imitating 
the dignified example of the meek and lowly Je 
fus, who condefcends to men of low degree. A 
proud heart and a proud look are an abomina- 
tion in the fight of God. Pride is genei’ally a 
confpicuous part of the charaCter of dividing 
fpirits. Afk your own hearts, whether or not 
this diabolical temper has any influence on the 
part you aCt. Can you indeed fay, with a good 
confcience, that your contentions and feparation have not been an effeCt of pride ? Look to it, and 
confider well what anfwer ye will give to that 
jealous God, who hath refpeft to the lowly, but 
will abafe the proud and haughty (inner, whofe 
foul is lifted up againll the honour and profperi- ty of his fellow-profefibrs He that is puffed up 
with proud contempt of his brother, whom he 
hath feen, mocks God, and abufes the world, if 
he pretends to walk humbly with God, whom he 
hath not feen. Gal. v. 26 “ Let us not be de- 
“ iirous of vain-glory, provoking one another.’® 

Has not felf-love made you partial in contend- 
ing with your brethren? You fhould love your 
neighbours as yourfelves; for this is the law and 
the prophets. Whatfoever you would that men 
fhould do to you, you fhould even do fo to them. 

This 
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This is right in itfelf, and a good work which isj; 
profitable unto men. Bring -your feparatinglh 
eourfes to the light of divine truth; and lem 
God’s word be judge, whether you have not beenm 
the firft to kindle the fparks of divifion, or to» ‘ 
blow the growing flame; and whether a fuperioi* Lt 
love'to your own credit, humour, and reputa-i : 
tion, hath not prompted you to fuch meafures.i » 
Say not within yourfelves. Are ive -dogs that we< " 

Jhould dofuch things ? The lefs fufpicious you are,; the greater reaion you have for anxious jealoufy 
in this matter. Self-love is dangerous, _becaufe- i 
it is fubtle and fecret in its operations. If any !■ 
man "will come after Chrifl, as a companion of la 
them that love him, let him deny himfelfy Matth* n 
xvi. 24. 

Has xmhelief no influence upon your dividing t 
courfes f An evil heart of unbelief departs from t 
the living God, Heb. iii. 12. Does the word of t> 
Chrifl: dwell richly in you, and do you abide by I c 
faith and love in the dodtrine of Chrift, while 
you feparate from the endearing intimacies of: 
his people ? The belief of revealed truth is the ! 
centre of union and fellowihip among the faints: ■ 
for they are built upon the foundation of the a- 1 
poftles and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf being j 
the chief corner-ftone. They who feparate 
themfelves from the members and ordinances of ! g 
Chrift, evidently Ihow, that they do not hold : { 
the head, even Chrift, in the exercife of faith. { An unbelieving heart turns you alide from the 
company and from the footfteps of the flock. A 
dreadful cenfure ! but a fofter conftruction would j 
be criminal and dangerous. I dare not retraift r 
it, nor even attempt to make an apology for it, , 
1 John i. 5.—8. “ This then is the meflage which I 
“ we have heard of him, and declare unto you> ji “ that 1 
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** that God is light, and in him is no d.irknefs 
“ at all. If we fay that we have fellovvfhip with f* him, and walk in darknefs, we lie, and do 

not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as f* he is in the light, we have fellowlhip one with 
another, and the blood of Jelus Chrift his 
Son cleanfeth us from all fin If we fay that 

“ we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the 
truth is not in us.” 
Has a fpirit of licentioufnefs no intereft in the 

part you choofe to aft.? Do you heartily approve 
the laws of Chrift, becaul’e‘they are fpiritual, 
and holy, and juft, and good ? Perhaps, if the 
queftion were put to you feverally, you would 
anfwer in the affirmative, and even juftify your- 
felves, by fevere recriminations upon your former 
conneftions, for their difafteftion and negligence. 
I am not, in the leaft, furprifed to find men of 
divifive fpirits attempt to vindicate themfelves, 
and refill: conviftion, on this principle. But I 
alk you, in behalf of God, what your real fen- 
timents are concerning the order which is ia 
iChrift, while you pay fo little regard to the du- 
ties of your church-conneftion ? Do not you 
reckon k a yoke of bondage ? Does not your ne- 
.gleft proceed from a dillike of the ftriftnefs of 
Heaven’s appointments ? Do not you wiffi for 
ibme more indulgence than the authority of 
Chrift allows you r In a word, does not the love 
-of eafe, lloth, and conformity to a prelent evil 
,world, manifeftly appear in your dilafteftion to 

. the fpiritual fervices of church-fellowlhip ? 
j Have you no ambition to be thought religious 
land devout upon eafy terms ; and to maintain 

« fthe charafter of difciples without much expence ? 
Jt is very ufual for fuch as-divide themfelves ,prac- 

. tically from the communion of the faints, to be 
K foolilh 
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foolifh and forward talkers, pretending to great j: 
eminence in religious experience, and cenfuring 1 
with malicious feverity, all that do not pay them (i 
the compliment of being pious and regular Chri- i 
ftians. To have the name of holy and judicious ! 
perfons, feems to be the great objeft of their am- I 
bition ; but to be in reality what they affe£t to bejt 
efteemed and called, is a more difficult matter, H 
and requires more activity than they choofe to I 
beftow. Is this your way of judging, or not ? | 
Do you only want to fecure a name that you i 
live i Do you take liberties in neglecting your I 
duty to God, and to your brethren, becaufe the 
fervices of religious fellowfhip are a grievous 
burden ? You may, by fuch courfes, maintain a. 
name that you live ; but remember that while 
you aCt on fuch principles, you are really dead. . 

Confider, I befeech you, upon what principles 
you have aCted in forfaking the communion of 
faints, and try them at the bar of God’s word. I 
I have no right to judge your heart, and I pretend 
to none ; but I charge you, in the fight of God, : 
and in the profpeft of a future judgment, ta 
judge yourfelves, that ye be not judged. I do not 
call you to make an apology to men, where in1 

genuity and art might be of fome fervice to fur- [i 
nifh materials for a defence; but I call you to 
give the all-feeing, juft, and jealous God, an ac- > 
count of your ftewardfhip ; and to weigh youti 
motives and governing intentions in the balance 
of his fanCluary. 

Thirdly) Confider the native tendency of your, 
feparating courfe. A corrupt tree bringeth forthl 
bad fruit. Your way is evil, and the tendency of: 
it is pernicious. You may take a fpecimen of it 
in the following inftances. It tends to grieve the: 
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) Spirit, to difhonour Chrift, to oft'end the faints, 
J to harden your own hearts, and to make the 

wicked triumph and blafpheme. (i.) It grieves 
. the Spirit of truth, who is, in the faints, a Spirit 
’ cf love. Divifions are works of the flefh, which 
, are diametrically oppofite to the fruits of the 

Spirit. Oh ! do not the abominable thing which 
j the Spirit of God hateth. Wo unto you, if you 
; provoke the Holy Ghoft to ceafe to ftrive with 
j you, to reprove, or comfort you. Beware of 
, walking in a courfe fo dilhonouring to this ado* 
, rable Perfon, and fo contrary to his office and 
' honour. (2.). Separation from the facred inti- 

macies of the Chriftian church tends to dijho- 
nour Chrijl. Is Chrijl divided? 1 Cor. i. 13. The 
church is one body, whereof Chrift is the head. 
Divifions carry in them a refledfion, as though Chrift were divided, and feem to go upon this 

- principle, that the church has more heads than 
one. Unto them that believe, Chrift is precious y 
but his perfon, dodirine, and kingdom, are dif- 
honoured, when people feparate themfelves from 
the regular, ftated fellowfhip of his people. (3.) 
Such a courfe tends to offend the faints, whole 

!* righteous fouls are vexed at the reproaches hereby 
k pradtically caft upon Chrift. It is injurious to their honour, it difturbs their peace, it weakens their 

love, and it is the very oppofite of that glorious 
ftate in heaven, where the church of the firft-born 
fhall ferve God and the Lamb for ever, with cor- 
dial and united zeal. (4.) Your feparating courfes 

' muft have a fatal tendency to harden your own 
hearts. The farther that lines drawn from the 
centre to the circumference in a circle, are di- 
ftanced irom one another, the greater is their 

? diftance from the centre ; and the more that 
) Chriftians are feparated from one another, the 

more they are removed from the light, comfort, 
K 2 and 
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and influence of Jefus Chrift, the Sun of righ> 
teoufnefs. In this condition, what but deadnefs, ! 
formality, and decays in the divine life, can en- 
fue to the children ot God ; while mere formalifts rl 
are more and more hardened through the deceit- 
fulnefs of this finful courfe ? And, (5.) This ' 
practice tends to make the vjicked triumph and \ 
hla/fheme, while they fee fo little regard to the i 
order and appointed rules of Chriftian fociety, 1 
prevailing amongfuch as arecalled by the Chriftian 
name. Wo to the man by whom oflences come 
to an ungodly generation. Occaflons of ftum 
bling are certainly taken fometimes wdthout a 
caufe, and then the blame refts only upon the 
perfon offended *, but a factious, untender pro- 
feffbr is juftly chargeable with the confequences 
of his feparating courfes, fo far as they give occa- 
fion to the wicked to fpeak evil of the ways of ' 
righteoufnefs. 

Ponder thefe things, and weigh them with im- 
partial attention. Reject every argument for or 
againft your feparating courfes, which is not au- 
thorized in the oracles of God. Ifyourwayisi 
really criminal, if the principles .you aft on age 
really odious, and if the tendency of your .conduft - 
is really pernicious; it certainly becomes your I 1 indifpenfable duty to hear what the Spirit iaith f 
unto the churches. The epiftle to the church in 
Ephefus delineates your character, and prefcribes ] 
to your cafe: Rev. ii. 4. 5. “ Neverthelefs, l] | 
“ have fomewhat againft thee, becaufe thou hafti|! “ left thy firft love. Remember therefore from , 
“ whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do ! 

the firft: works ; or elfe I will come unto thee} 
“ quickly, and will remove thy candleftick out ; 
“ of his place, except thou repent.” I fhall on- 
ly add the animated remouftrance of God againft a 
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a people laden with iniquity of the fame kind with 
yours, which is recorded for your learning, Jer. 
viii. 4. 12. “ Moreover, thou fhalt fay unto 
“ them, Thus faith the Lord, Shall they fall, 
“ and not arife ? fhall he turn away, and not re- 
“ turn ? Why then is this people of Jerufalem 
“ Hidden back, by a perpetual backfliding ? they 
“ hold faft deceit, they refule to return. I heark 
“ dned and heard, but theyfpake not aright: no 
“ man repented him of his wickednefs, faying, 
“ What have I done ? every one turned to his 
“ courfe, as the horfe rufheth into the battle. 

Yea, the ftork in the heaven knoweth her ap- 
“ pointed times, and the turtle, and the crane, 
“ and the fwallow obferve the time of their co- 
“ ming; but my people know not the judgment 

of the Lord. How do ye fay, We are wife, 
.** and the law of the Lord is with us ? Lo, cer- 
“ tainly in vain made he it, the pen of the fcribes 
“ is in vain. The wife men are alhamed, they 
“ are difmayed and taken ; lo> they have rejefted 
“ the word of the Lord, and what wifdom is in u them ? Therefore will I give' their wives un* 
“ to others, and their Helds to them that fhall <t inherit them: for every one from the leaft w even unto the greatefi: is given to covetoufnefs, 
“ from the prophet even unto the prieft, every 
“ one dealeth. falfely. For they have healed the t( hurt of the daughter of my people {lightly, “ faying, Peace, peace, when there is no peace. 
“ Were they alhamed when they had committed 
“ abomination ?. nay, they were not at all afhar 
“ med, neither could they blufh : therefore lhall 
“ they fall among them that fall,, in the time of 
“ their viiitation they lhall be caS: down, faith the 
“ Lord.” 

FINIS. 
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