


flas. 





";4 

V 



AN 

ALARM TO BRITAIN; 

OR, 

AN IN QJJ I R Y, 

INTO THE CAUSES . " 

OF THE 

RAPID PROGRESS 

' -OF 

INFIDELITY, 

IN THE PRESENT AGE. 

BY JOHN JAMIESON, D. D. F. A. S.'S. 

MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL, FORFAR. 

‘A fcorner feeketh wifdorr, arid finrieth it not; but know- 
ledge is eafy unto him that und?rftandeth. Prov. 

^   

PERTH: •• 

PRINTED BY R. MORISON JUNIOR,' 

FOR R. MORISON. & SON, EOOiSELLERS. 

M,DCC,XCV. 



- 1 
—to 
— IS 

FAR*1' K 

- - _ - - ^ 

tvl 

-i V- >C • ■ i 

'^H & 



INTRODUCTION. 
' t 

IT muft be obvious to every one, who takes 

any intereft in the religious ftate of fociety, 

that for fome time part, infidelity has been 

greatly on the increafe. The concuffion in 

the minds of men, with refpeft to politics, 

has occafioned a general alarm. But the in- 

creafe of infidelity muft ftrike the^mind of 
•every attentive obferver, as affording fully 

as much ground for apprehenfion. For at 

once it threatens our peace, both for time 

and for eternity. It might feem uncandid to 

fuppofe, that none can be good members of 
civil fociety, who deny revealed religion. 

It muft be admitted, that we may learn 

from the light of nature, many of the du- 

ties which wre owe to one another in a foci- 

al ftate. But undoubtedly, revelation fets ~ 

thefe in a far clearer light, and points out 
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others which men had never learned from 

the light of nature. It alfo enforces them 

by motives far more cogent than any that 

unafiifted, ?eafon fupplies- However, it may 

be feared that the infidelity, which is moft 

acceptable to many in our time, has nearly 

as little connexion with natural, as with re- 

vealed religion; and that it includes the de- 

nial of providence, of a future ftate, and 

even of the- exigence of moral evil. The 

progrefs of fuch horrid doelrine muft necef- 

farily relax all the bonds of civil fociety. 

But we are not merely to confider the 

moral tendency of infidelity. We mud al- 

fo attend to its demerit. Every one who 

believes revelation muft acknowledge, that 

a nation, which, having made a prpfeflion 

of chriflianity, fhould relapfe into this re- 

fined fpecies of heathenifm, would dare the 

divine vengeance, and deferve the mofKfig-. 

nal punifhment. Juflly might the judge of 

the univerfe fay; 
44
 Wherefore I will, plead 

with you^ and with you^ children’s children 
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will I plead. Forpafs over the ifles of Chit- 

tim and fee: and fend unto Kedar, and con- 

fider diligently, and fee if there be fuch a 

thing. Hath a nation changed their gods, 

which are yet no gods? but my people have 

changed their glory, for that which doth 

not profit.—How fnall I pardon thee for 

this? thy children have forfaken me, and 

fworn by them that are no gods.—Shall I not 

vifit thee for thefe things? and fliall not my 

foul be avenged on fuch a nation as this* 

Therefore, whatever be the means that 

are employed for the prefervation of peace, 

the mod threatening fymptom of danger is 

overlooked, if the progrefs of this evil k 

not attended to, if the mod proper anti- 

dotes, within the compafs of human power, 

are not provided. I do not propofe, in the 

following pages, to enter diredly into the 

controverfy with deids. My defign is, to 

take notice of fdme things which feem to 

operate as caufes or occafions of the increafe 
A3 of 

* Jer. ii. 9—11. v. 7, 9. 
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of infidelity ; and thus to warn thofe of 

their danger, who may not be aware of it, 

and to point out to others their guilt, in 

laying ftu-mbling-blocks before their bre- 

thren, which may occafton a fall to their 

eternal deflrucHon. It may be neceffary 

previoully to obferve, that although thefe 

are in general denominated caufes, it is not 

meant that they neceffarily produce the evil 

referred to, or afford any proper excufe for 

it. This term is merely ufed in a lax fenfe, 

according to its frequent acceptation j as 

being fo comprehenfive as to include a va- 

riety of confiderations, which could not 

otherwife fo properly come under one de* 

nomination^ Some of thefe have a more 

remote^ and others a more immediate influ- 

ence. I fhall, therefore, view them in this 

order. 

AN 
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P A R T I. 

OE THE REMOTE CAUSES OF THE RAPID 

PROGRESS OF INFIDELITY. 

CHAP. I. 

The influence of Popery. Its ctntradiBiorr to reafon. 

Denial of the perfeEtion of fcripture. Tends to make 

men either fools or infidels— Of Arianifm, in exhi- 

biting a creature-god ers the objeEl of worfhip.—Of 

Socinianifm; in its treatment of fcripture; doElfin? 

concerning the deity and the eternalJlate) in curtail- 

ing the evidence of' revelation; fubverting fome of 

theflrongejl profs of its neceffiiy; idolizing reafon i. 

and denying the truth of infpiration. 

.AMONG thofe that may be viewed as more 

REMOTE caufes of the growth of infidelity-, none 

will more readily prefent itfelf to the inquiring 

mind, than the great progrefs- of error. Revealed 

truth forms one beautiful chain. If a Angle link 

b<5 
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be loft, the whole is nlarred. Theje is a fimilar 

connexion in the various parts of the great fyftera 

of erron Although one part may be adverfe to 

another, there are certain great lines in which all 

the different parts agree. 

No true- proteftant will refufe, that the errors- 

and conduct of the church of Rome, have prefented 

to thpfe immediately under her dominion, a power- 

ful temptation to infidelity. This temptation has 

occafionally acquired greater influence fince the re- 

vival of human learning. God hath wifely order- 

ed, that this revival fliould be nearly coeval with 

tire reformation ; that the former might be fubfer- 

vient to the latter, and particularly that the know- 

ledge of the truth might be mere eafily difFufed. 

But as the reformation has been hitherto limited, 

learning has obtained accefs into various countries^ 

from which the pure, light of evangelical truth has 

been excluded. Thence, in thefe countries, the 

handmaid has afiumed the place of the miftrefs. 

She, who claimed the character of the miftrefs* 

has been unable to vindicate her claim. Her me- 

retricious conduct has annulled her authority. 

Thofe, who have been refufed the ufe of ferip- 

ture \ who have been taiTght to believe merely on 

the teftimony of their teachers; who have never 

feen chriftianity, but as dreffed in the ridiculous 
pageantry, 
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pageantry, and profaned by the abominable idola- 

try of Rome ; and who have conllantly had their 

reafon outraged by her abfurdities; when, from 

the fpread of learning, or of a fpirit of inquiry* 

they begin to think for themfelves, muft be in 

great danger, of renoundng the whole fyftem of 

chriftianity, without farther examination, and of 

| plunging at once into infidelity. We know that 

the human mind has a- ftrong tendency to fly from 

one extreme to. another. Even the fplendour of 

J truth, when fuddenly communicated, dazzles the 

v eye of the foul, and renders it. for a time incapa-r 

ble of juft dilcrimination. In this ftate, it fcorns 

the tedious talk of fcrutiny. By a fingle glance it 

difcerns the incongruity. But,, inftead of calmly 

, diftinguilhing, it rejetfts the whole as. one hetero- 

geneous mafs of prejudice and prieftcraft. In this 

manner, are we to account for the fucldea tranfition 

that many have made from popery to deifrn. It-is 

well known, that, for a> co.nfiderable number of 

|) years paft, a great part of.the nobility, of the/?7e- 

rati, and even of the higher orders of the clergy, 

in a neighbouring country, have given them lei ve& 

very little trouble to conceal their infidelity. 

Indeed, the religion, of Rome is framed, as if it 

; were meant to make men either fools of infidels. 

1 If they do not believe every thing, they arc in dan-. 

g:r 
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ger of believing nothing. So artfully are the tares 

fown in this field, that the enemy, who hath done 

it, feems determined, that thofe, whom he can 

not fecure by implicit faith and blind fuperftition, 

Ihall certainly become his prey by infidelity. The 

imperfe&ion of fcripture is one of the firft princi- 

ples of the antichriftian fyftem. In order to prove 

this, popifli writers aflert that the church might 

have wanted it entirely; and that it was not 

written by the exprefs command of God, but 

merely on the fpur of the occafion#. What 

authority is left to fcripture, is derived from 

the church. The word of God is not allowed to- 

fpeak for itfelf. The fpirit, who endited it, and 

who is promifed to “ lead into all truth,” is not to 

be trufted, in any one inftance, as an infallible 

guide. This honour is referved for that prefum- 

piuous w orm, who calls himfelf the Vicar of Chrijl 

m earth. Were this ufurper to tell the church, 

that the holy bible was no revelation from God, 

■{he would be bound to believe him. And Ihe 

might as reafonably believe him, as when he tells 

her that it is not a perfeft revelation. This is a 

-religion, that allows men to be infidels at heart,, 

if they make a profeffion of faith with the mouth. 

The morality taught by many of the moft famous 
d odors: 

* VSd. Turret. Thco!. Tern. i. Loc, *. Qu. 3. 
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do&ors of this church, is the moft ingenious fyftenn 

ever devifed by man for “ making void the com- 

mandments of God.” That bloody fpirit of per- 

fecution, which is one of her diftinguifhing cha- 

radterifties, can give thofe, who look only at the 

outfide of things, no favourable impreffion with 

refpedl to chriftianity. 

But while the fituation of the unlearned in po* 

pilh countries, who have no other means of inform 

mation than the inftruttions of their ghoftly fathers^ 

is truly deplorable, the cafe is far otherwife with 

refpedt to the learned. They are unfpeakably 

more inexcufeable, if they diflb lieve chriftianity* 

“ Wl^t}” do they fay, “ do we not perceive much 

more diftinaiy than the illiterate, the jfhocking 

abfurdities and impieties of a great part of the 

world called chriftian ?” You may, indeed. But 

flatter not yourfelves, that this is an excufe for in- 

fidelity. Have you not accefs to the fcriptures i 

If you look into thefe, you muft be convinced, that, 

without fuch a dreadful apoftacy as that of the 

church of Rome, chriftianity could not poffibly be 

true. You muft perceive, that this defe&ion is 

foretold in all its ftriking features. You muft fee, 

if not determined to fhut your eyes, that this, hke 

the unbelief of the Jews, is a permanent evidence 

of the truth of our holy religion, as convincing.as 

that 
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that of miracles; becaufe exprefsly predi&ed in the 

plained: manner. You may endeavour to evade 

the force of the' argument by afking, how it can 

eonfift with the wifdom or goodnefs of God to fa- 

vour mankind with a revelation, and after all to 

fuft’er the greateft part of thofe, who pretend to 

embrace it, to relapfe into the idolatry, wickednefs 

and cruelty of the heathen ? In defending chriftia- 

nity, I fhould be at lead: on an equal footing with 

thofe who deny it, though I could give no other 

anfwer than by propofing another quedion : “ As 

you admit the moral government of the world, how 

is it confident with the wifdom and goodnefs of its 

Author, to fuffer fo general a prevalence of evil ?” 

The Divine Being hath reafons for his conduct, of 

which he. gives no account to his creatures. The 

predidlion of this great apodacy is jud as certain as 

the apodacy itfelf: and -though we could form no 

conjeftures with refpett to the reafons, we would 

be bound to adore that God who “ worketh all 

things according to the counfel of his own will 

and who can, and certainly does bring the greated 

good out of the greated evil. 

But there are various condderations which tend 

to judify the divine condudl, in this indance, to a 

candid enquirer. He can admire infinite wifdom, 

in giving a proof of the truth of chridianity, of 

, fuch 
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ioch a nature, as to arireft the attention, not of in- 

dividuals only, but of nation's; not merely in one 

age, but in many fucceffive ages. . As this apcfiafy 

has been the fofirce of great fuffering to true chrii- 

;tians, he knows that God hath judged it moft pro- 

per that in the world they fheukl have tribulation. 

> From the extent and duration of this apoftafy, 

from the vaft variety of means employed for bury- 

ing the truth, he is convinced that the power of 

God muft have been fignally exerted in its prefer- 

vation. The depravity of human nature appears in 

a ftriking light. He perceives the inefficacy of all 

external means, and the abfalute neceffity of the 

power of the fpirit for fubduing it. He fees that 

God hath permitted this defeftion, as a puniffiment 

to thofe who would not M receive the love of thfe 

truth that they might be faved,” and for the more 

eminent difplay of his juftice in their condemna- 

tion } that, as the difplay of this perfection is ne- 

ceflary with refpeCt to the church, as well-as the 

reft of mankind, it is not furpriling that the viajs 

of his indignation Ihould be poured on an apoftatte 

church, in fo remarkable a manner as to aftoniflh 

the nations. In a word, he confiders this apofta- 

cy, together with its awful confequences, as a bea- 

• con erelfted by God, to deter his church, in thefe 

laft times, from acknowledging any mafter but 

B Chrift, 
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Chrift, and from blending herfdf with the king- 

doms of this.world. 

This evil, however, is not confined to countries 

which are, or-which have recently been under the 

dominion of Rome. Even among proteftants, the 

progrefs of the Arian and Socinian herefies has* 

greatly promoted the growth of Deifm. I need 

not fay, that the diftinguilhing character of the 

ARIAN fyftem lies in its making Chrift to be a m re 

creature, although the firft and greateft of all the 

creatures of God. The progrefs that this dodrine 

has made in England, for nearly a century paid, is 

as well known as the doctrine itfelf. Now, it di- 

rectly tends to fap the very foundation of Chrif- 

.tianity. Jefus hath faid: “ upon this rock will I 

build my church ; and the gates of hell {hall not 

prevail againft it By the rock here mentioned, 

proteftants have underftood, either the doCtrine of 

his proper deity, as confefi'ed by Peter, in the lan- 

guage to which thefe words immediately refer •, or 

the perfon of Chrift. But according to the Arian 

fyftem neither of thefe can be the foundation of 

-the church. Not the former. For its abettors de- 

ny the true and fupreme deity of the Son of God. 

Nor the latter. For then the church would be 
built 

Matt. xvi. 18. 
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built on a creature;—an abfurdity which the true 

church of Chrift hath left to Antichrift. Indeed, 

if it be a creature-foundation, it would fignify lit- 

tle, whether it were Peter or his maker. In either 

cafe, the foundation would be a rock which might 

be “ removed out of its placeand there would 

be no fecurity that the gates of hell fhould not pre- 

vail againft jt. The Arian creed is loaded with an. 

abfurdity unknown to the Popifh. It exhibits a 

mere creature as, not only the balls, but the build- 

er; nay, the proprietor of the church. For Jefus 

fsys; “ On this rock will I huild my church.” 

Were any intelligent Deifl:, inveftigating the e- 

vidence of chriftianity, to form his eltimate of its 

doctrine from the Arian explanation, its glaring 

abfurdity would inkastly fhock his reafon, and 

would probably prejudice him againft any further 

inquiry. He flatters himfelf that reafon hath 

taught him the folly of Poiytheifm. But when he 

hears an Arian gravely difcourfing of a fupreme, 

and of a fecondary God; he blefles himfelf, that 

he is fo much farther removed from Pelytheifm, 

than thofe who lay claim to a divine revelation fur 

fuch abfurdhics. “ If the chriflian,” may he fay, 

“ can boafi no better revelation than this, the 

God of nature is the only God whom I will ferve.” 

B 3 But 
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But this fyftem throw's another obftacle in his 

way*. “ Reafon,” may he -fay, “ teaches me in 

the’cleareft manner, that God is that fupreme. 

Power who gave being to all, and who derived his 

being from none. Under the direftien of this in- 

tgrnql monitor, f trace up the diverfified ftreams 

of created exiftence to theneternal fountain •, 1 af- 

c.end from caufe to caufe, till I am arre&ed by one ! 

caufe, which I muft necefiarily. believe to be the ' | 

firft. But here is a fyilera, pretending to be a re- 

velation from heaven, which tells me of a made 

God, of a created creator; that is of a frrj caufe ! 

that owed his being to a former caufe. If I liften 1 

to this doctrine, in head ot leading me to truth, it 

v/ill plunge me into Atheifin. For it makes me | 

totally lofe fight of a Firji ccufr, by depriving him of 

thole very characters which give rife to the name. 

But the SOCINIAN ft heme hath contributed ft ill j 

rpore liberally to infidelity. The revival of this 

ancient hcrefy was nearly of the fame date with. 

the Reformation, and feems to have been one gr— 

device of Satan,' for marring the fucccfs of the- 

Gofpel to thofe who renounced the yoke of Rome.. 

To a Dcift, it feems hardly credible that a Soci- 

hian can be Gnceve in his profefiion of ChrilBamty. 

ye perceives that what,has been.improperly cadet. 
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the Unitarian fyftem, in a great variety of inftances 

flatly contradicts the Scriptures. It is vain fora 

Socinian to tell him, that he muft not underftand 

T:heir language acc-ording to the literal and obvious 

meaning-, that' it is replete with allegories and 

hyperboles; and that a profound knowledge of tho 

original languages, of the cuftoms of ancient na- 

tions, and of their peculiar idioms, is requifite for 

preventing thofe miftakes into which a carelefs or 

illiterate reader will neceflarily fall. “ This pre- 

tended revelation,” will the Deift reply, “dimes 

its own confutation on the very face of it. If we 

can fuppofe Qod to reveal himfelf to his creatures, 

he muft certainly intend to make known his will id 

the cleared: manner, to all who are difpofed to un- 

derftand it. Unlefs he give a new revelation id 

every age, and to every diftinft nation; he muft 

reveal himfelf fo as to be underftood in the fucceft- 

five generations of men, and by thofe of different 

nations, if his language be juftly tranflated,—to be 

underftood by the illiterate, as Well arby the learn- 

ed ; elfe the end of this revelation is loft to by far 

the greateft part of mankind. Thati then, cannot 

be a revelation from God, which is deftitute of 

fimplicity and perfpkuity. This book informs me; 

that Jefus is a Saviour, a Redeemer ; that the very 

name Jefus is given him, becaufc he faves his peo- 

B 3 p,le- 
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pie from their 'fins; that he was cut off, but not 

for himfelf; that God laid on hitn the iniquities of 

us all; that he bare our fins ; that he fufibred, the 

juft for the unjuft; that he was made a curfe for • 

us, &e. All thefe expreffions, and others without 

number, point out, in the plainelt. terms, the Tub- 
ftitution of one perfon in the place of others, of an-, 

innocent perfon inftead of the guilty. Yet- you af- 

fure me, that nothing of the kind is meant. If 

you interpret juftly, there certainly never was a. 

book that fo direttly tended to miflead mankind, 

to miflead them-in matters of the laft importancej. 

to miflead them,under the pretence of being the 

only book that can point, out the right way.” 

The Bible,_ as explained by Socinians, does not: 

anfwer one of the principal ends of a divine re- 

velation: for. it does not properly diftinguifh-God 

from his creatures. Giving that glory to the crea- 

ture, which is due to the Creator only, was the 

fource of Polytheifm. If God reveal himfelf to 

man, we may naturally fuppofe that he will employ 

the moft proper means for-preventing fo dreadful 

a miftake. But Socinians affert that created angels 

have been permitted to perfonate the Divine Being, 

to affume his names, even thoTe which are reckon- 

ed moft diftin&ive, and to clothe themfelves with 

his glorious attributes, at the very time that they 

have 
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Have been employed as his- meffengers In commu- 

nicating this revelation to men. According to this 

fyftem, thefe beings Lave received that worship, 

which was meant by the miftaken devotees for their 

creator, who, as they hondly imagined, immediate- 

ly addrefled them. Thefe philofophical Chriftians 

tell us, that a mere, man may, in feme cafes, be’ 

the objeft of prayer •, that a mere man i*ay be called 

JEHOVAH, the mighty God, the everjafting Father, 

&c.; and their predeceflors fairly acknowledged 

that Jefus, although ftiil a mere mac, was “ a true, 

and not an imaginary God.” 

But this revelation, although its author were 

more ealily diftinguifhable. from his creatures, as 

! it is explained by Socinians, derogates greatly from 

his dignity. “I can form no idea of a .Supreme 

Being,” may the Deift fay, “ but as every where 

i prefent. But you inform me that, although his 

j power extends univerfaily, he is limited as to his 

i eflence;—an abfurdity totally repugnant to reafon. 

^ For, whence proceeds-the univerfaiity of his infiui- 

t ence, but from the immenfity of his being i I am 

convinced that I cannot by fdafching Hnd out God ; 

and in this confoffion I have the concurrence of the 

* greateft fages of antiquity. But you alTure me 

't that, upon your plan, this is a very eafy matter. 

I I'.have not gone fo far as to deny the- immutability 

of 
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of virtue. Time and place cannot alter the nature' 

of what-is morally right or wrong. - But if I take 

your authority for it, the moral law has undergone 

a conhderable change already, and the probability 

of its being lubjefted to a future change is with me 

no great inducement to obedience/ Though I can- 

not yet perceive fufficient evidence of a divine re- 

velation, it feems moft confonant to reafon, that 

the Fir ft Caufe fhould be infinitely remote from 

matter. But fome of your Rabbies have .afcribed 

bodily parts to the Deity. Others believe that an- 

gels are his organs or rnftruments, occafionally 

emitted from his eflence j and afterwards abforbed 

by it. Is he net then, according to you, a being 

capable of expanfion and dilation; and therefore, 

in the ftrufteft fenfe of the term, material ? I have 

no occafion for finch a revelation as you recom- 

mend, for giving-me juft notions of Deity. The 

light of natures a fiuperior guide.” 

This fchemie releafies men from one of the 

ftxongeft motives to refipefl for a divine revelation. 

This is fear of puniftiment. It affects' the annihi- 

lation of the wicked. Now? to the unthinking 

part of mankind, this will ficarcely feem to deferve 

the name of punifhment. Nay, perhaps it is what 

the generality of wicked men would with, in pre- 

ference to the rids of a future ftate. Could they 

once 



ALARM TO BRI TAIN. 21 

once believe this dodtrine, how would they apply 

it? Juft in the old atheiftical way; “ Let us eat 

and drink; for to-morrow we die. ’ The fame in- 

ftruclors earneftly afiure them tha,t the Devil, whom 

they have been taught to dread as the inftrument 

in punifhfng, has never had any exigence, but in 

the reveries of fools, or in the knavery-of priefts- 

But methinks I fee the Deift futile, I hear him fay; 

“ Gentlemen, you-ct.rry the jeft a little too far. 

If this doflrine be true, what ufe can there be for 

men of your character ? According to the. Scrip- 

tures, thofe, whom you claim as your predecefibrs, 

received their commiflion for the very purpofe of 

oppofing this e/wwy, and of bringing, de.ftr action on. 

his kingdom, Diana and \\ZT' craftfmen ought cer- 

tainly to go in company.” 

Indeed, the doftrine of annihilation greatly en- 

feebles that of a future ftate in any fenfe. While 

1 Scripture gives no more certain evidence of eternal,- 

> bleflednefs than of eternal mifery ; a'l nations have 

K connected the ideas of reward arid punifhment as 

irifeparahle. It will therefore be found tiiat you 

cannot withdraw the one, without relaxing the 

force of the, other. * Socinianifm, in this refpefl:, 

may lead one who has made a. profeffion of Chrif- 

tianity to Deifm of the Worft kind, to what has 

been called menial Deii’m: but it will never preju- 

dice 
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dice a Deift in favour of CfcrH'tianity. He will cer- 

tainly give the preference, either to-that fyftem of 

heathepii'm which afferts a future Bate of both hap- 

p’nefs and mifery; or to that which leaves both 

equally in doubt. 

Socinianifm greatly curtails the evidence of reve- 

lation. The church of Chriit ,hath Bill appealed 

to miracles, as one great external proof of the truth 

cf Chriftianity. Socinians themfelves admit thaf 

this is a powerful argument. But they, at the fame 

time, do all in their power to render it doubtful. 

Nothing is more evident from Scripture, than that 

the birth of the Meffiah is foretold as the fruit of 

a miracle; that the manner of his conception is 

predifted as “ a new thing in the earth.” Yet "the- 

generality of modern Socinians feem to deny this 

miraculous atteftation of the very dawn of the 

Chriftian aera: and feme of them have prefumed 

to fay, that the hiftory of-our Saviour’s conception, 

as recorded in the GofpeIs,‘“ has all the air of an 

id-digefted ftory.” The power exercifed by Jefus, 

and communicated by him to his fervants, in caft- 

kig cut devils, has been generally accounted by 

Chriftians one of the moll i bint pious proofs of the 

truth of his religion, and one of the mod; convin- 

cing figns of his viclory over Satan,- and of his in- 

finite fuperiority to thole very fpirits whom tho 

heath eft. 
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Leathen worfliipped. Rut Socinians tell ns, that 

-thofe “ callefl Demoniacs were merely lunatics.” * 

According to this hypothefis, it muft be fuppofed 

tliat the difeafe €>$• lunacy was transferred to the 

fwine of the Gadar-enes. However, in order to 

prevent this objection, we are informed that there 

may be fome nuf.ahe in the narrative about Legion.”f 

The accomplhhment of prophecy has ftill been 

urged, in reafoning with Deifts, as another incon- 

teftable proof of the divine authority of Scripture. 

But there can be no force in this argument, fave 

on the fuppolition of the certainty of divine prefci- 

ence. What fort of argument can this be in the 

hand of a Socinian, who Hmits the foreknowledge 

•of God, and aflerts that he predicts future contin- 

gencies only in the way of conjecture as to what is 

moft probable ? This limitation deftroys the whole 

force of the argument. The Deift may fairly reply: 

*“ By 'your own confeflion, your God foreknows 

only fome future events.- But do not many Chrif- 

^tians admit that fome things foretold by heathen 

deities, or by their priefts, have actually taken place? 

Do they not acknowledge that a departed Ipirit, or 

-that the devil in the likenefs of Samuel, foretold 

-the defeat and death of Saul ? If only fome future 

events 

* Frieftley’s Inftitutes, vol. ii. p. 4^8. 
t Ibid. 
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events are certainly fbrcijnown to the God of Chrif- j 

tians, in what does his knowledge furpafs that of £ 

the heathen deities, or of created fpirits ? Admit j 

that many things, faid to be predicted in Scripture, j 

have come to pafs, what, evidence can this be of its 

•claim to the character of a divine revelation, in pre- | 

ference_t6 that of many others which you fcornful- ; 

ly reject ? Such things may have been foretold i 

. merely in confequence of fagacious conjedture. But 

can this prove the divine origin of the predictions?: 

In vain do you tell me, that, although all future 

events are not certainly fordeen and foretold, fonae 

are. I can never acknowledge him as the only nviji] 

God, who is partially ignorant. Almeft every hu- 

man event depends lb much on contingency, that,, 

according to your theory, it will be hard for you1 

to feledt one which can be called abfolutely certaind^ ; 

As the Bochuan fcheme weakens the'evidence of 

the reality of re velation, it a!lb fubverts feme of the , | 

ftrongeft proofs of its tiecejfity. The infufficiency ; 

of the light of nature to difcover the origin of mo- ‘t 

ral evil, has ftill been urged as a ftriking proof ol 

. its imperfedlion as a guide to happinei's. I neecj 

fcarcely take time to {hew, that the knowledge oj 

the origin of fin is of the greateft importance in re: I 

gard to falvation. How can we otherwife mak f 

ary proper eftimate of its evil ?- How cap we knovj ^ 
w er; \ 
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'wLere we are to lay the blame of it ? Muft we not 

be abfolutely bewildered in our apprehenfions with 

r^fpeft to the divine perfections; particularly his 

ivifdom, holinefs, juftice and goodnefs ; while we 

find it impofiible to account for the exiftence of 

fin ? What plan can we purfue for fubduing our 

corruptions, while at a lofs to know whether the 

bbdy or the foal be their proper fountain ; or, whe- 

ther they belong to the effence of the latter or not ? * 

The abfurd and contradictory opinions of the hea- 

then on this fubjeCt are well known. Some of 

them afcvibed the origin of moral evil to matter, 

.accounting it eternal, and beyond the reach of di- 

vine power. Others fuppofed the exiftence of two 

firft principles, the one good and the other evil, 

aCting in perpetual oppofition to each other. Not 

to mention a variety of other opinions ; the mytho- 

logical ftory of all evil originating from Pandora’s 

box, was juft as rational as either of thefe. Nor 

afe deifts more at uni'fon on this fubjeCt. Some 

> have afcribed the origin of fin to the imperfection 

™ of reafoft*, others, to the will being formed in a 

G ftate 

, * See Haliburton’s Natural Religion Jnfufficient, p. 67 
r—a book, not furpaffed, if equalled by any of the numerous* 

' tanti-deijiical writings that have appeared fince the time of 
' Sts publication ; and which has this fpecial excellency, that 

it carries the war into the camp of the adverfary. 
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ftate of abfolute indifference to good or evil; and 

not a few, to a fatal neceffity. , 

But in vain would Socinians, according to their 

view of revelation, attempt to recommend it to 

Heathens or to Deifts, as giving a fatisfactory folu- 

tion of the difficulty. For while they endeavour to 

fet afide the hiftory of the fall as a mere allegory, 

they affirm that man was originally created with a 

bias of paffion tending to lead him aftray from du- 

ty. What is this, but to affert that the feeds of hn 

were implanted in his conftitution ? No Deift, who 

has not gone the length of b ind fatality, will rec- 

kon that a revelation from God, which gives fuch 

a fhocking account of the origin of moral evil. 

My reafon,” may he fay, has rejected other 

fyftems, becaufe they feemed to derogate from di- 

vine perfettion t and ffiali I at length embrace one 

which is chargeable with fuch impiety as to make 

God the author of fin ?” 

But Socinianifm, in another refpeft, greatly ob- 

fcures the evidence of the neceffity of revelation. 

Almoft every heathen nation has found it impoffi- 

ble to give a fatisfa£tory anfwer to that queftion, 

which an awakened confcience has fo often propo- 

ied ; “ Wherewithal fhall I come before the Lord, 

.or bow myfelf before the moft high God ?” The 

;hiftory of the moft enlightened heathens clearly 
flicws 
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fliews that, ^though they might reft fatisficd with 
their ufual rites in ordinary cafes, they were fenfi- 
ble, on any great emergency, of a defett in their 
tvorfhip, which all their ingenuity could not fup- 
ply. Neither their forrow, nor their facrifices 
could fet their confciences at reft. They would ne- 
wr have thought of “ giving their firft-born for 
their tranfgreflion, or the fruit of their body for 
the fin of their foul,” had they not been convinced 
that offended juftice required fome fatisfa&ion, the 
true nature and extent of which they had never hi- 
therto difcoveredl Socrates advifed Alcibiades to 
abftain from worfhip, till fome one ftiould teach 
bhn the proper way. Upon being aflted who this 
might be, he replied ; “ He will do it, who exer- 
cifes a true care about you.” Jamblieus, the Pla- 
tonic philofopher, expreffes the fame fentiment. 
“ It ^ not eafy,” he fays, “ to know what God 
will be pleafed with, unlefs we be either imme- 
diately inftructed by God ourfelves, or taught by 
fome perfon whom God hath converfed with, t>r 
attain the knowledge of it by fome divine means Or 
other Even Lucretius fays, 
 At mens fibi confcia fa£U 
Pfsmetuens adhibet ftimulos, terretque flagelHs, 
Nec videt mtprea, qui terminus effe malorum 

C 2 Poffit 
* De Vita Pythagor. V. Haliburton, ibid. 
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Poffit, nec qui fit ppeijarum denique finis, 
Atque eadem tnetuit m.agis. hay: ne in morte gra- 

vefoant. Lib. III. 
Now, Spcinians deny the neceffity of any other 

atonement for fins than what is fuppofed to lie in 
the repentance of the finner. But this is the very 
dottrine which Deifts have all along maintained, 
in arguing againft the necefilty of a divine revela- 
tion. They have alia urged, with equal obilinacy, 
that the light of nature teaches them the neceffity 
of fuch an atonement. But Deifts may. juftly re- 
ply; “ You can have no other rcafon for denying 
this, than to retain fome ffiadow of a pretence for 
the neceffity of a revelation. It is certain, however, 
that you chriftians are not agreed among yourjelves 
as, to this point. Some of your moft intelligent. 1 

writers have afcribed all this extent to the religion 
of nature. The learned Locke, who has generally 
been confidered as. an abettor of the Socinian fyf-„ i 
tem, has candidly acknowledged, that the God or 
patience and confolation, who. is rich in mercy, 
would forgive hjs frail offspring, if they acknow- 
kdged their faults, difapproved the iniquity of their , 
tranfgreffions, begged, his pardon, and refolved in | 
earneft to conform their adlions to this rule, which ; 
they pvvne^ to be jufl and right,: and that this way of J f 

reconciliation, i 
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reconciliation, this hope of atonement, the Light of 
nature revealed to them 

The Socinian dottrine makes Reafon the teft of 
all divine truth, and the fupreme judge in all con- 
ti-overlies in religion. The true friends of revela- 
tion have ftill maintained that, although it contains 
nothing really contradictory to reafon, it demands 
our afl'ent to many things far above its level. 
Thofe Deifts, who have given themfelves the trou- 
ble to look into the holy Scriptures, muft be con- 
vinced that the latter is true. That fubjeftion of 
underftanding, which the oracles of truth require, 
is undoubtedly one great fource of their prejudice 
againft them. To the “ wife in this world,” the 
gofpel of Chrift hath ftill appeared fooliflmefs. 
They perceive that they muft become fools, before 
they can be initiated in*.this wifdom. Therefore, 
when Socinians tell them that reafon is capable of 
judging of every dottrine of revelation, it muft ap- 
pear that they really contradiift thofe very writings 
which they profefs to recommend as divine. Were 
they convinced that reafon were as much en- 
Tebled and depraved as many chriftians af- 
fert, they could not refufe the necefiity of re- 
velation. But Socinians fupply them with wea- 

C 3 pons 
*' Reafonablencfs of Chriftianity, p. *55, 256. 
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pons to be turned againft themfelves. “ You tdl 
us,” may they fay, “ that every man is born in the 
fame Rate in which Adam was created •, that rea- 
fon is capable to judge of every thing revealed. 
Where, then, is the neceflity for a revelation ? It 
muft be fuppofed that God would reveal the know- 
ledge of his nature and perfections, only in confe- 
quence of man being fo weak, or fo depraved, as 
to be incapable of. himfelf to difeover thefe things. 
But if reafon be able fully, to comprehend every 
doctrine which is- fuppofed- to be revealed, every 
fuch do&rine muft have been difcoverable by rea- 
fon. If I have a right to reject what feems, accor- 
ding to the plain meaning of language, to be taught 
in feripture, merely becaufe it tranfeends- my com- 
pfehenfion, revelation can teach me nothing, which, 
if I did not actually, know, I might- not have 
known before.” 

According to this fcheme, the obligation to re. 
ceive the doctrines of revealed religion muft-be in 
exa£t proportion to-the various degrees of reafon 
in different men. There can be no certain fyftem 
of truth ; no “ common faith.” One receives one 
do&rine,. becaufe he underftands it, although re- 
jected by. another as a grofs abfurdity,: while tins 
other receives another do&rine which appears e- 
qually abfurd to the former. Yet all this diver ft- 
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ty, nay, contradiction, necefiarily flows from that 
tefl: of divine truth fuppofed, to be eftablHhed by. 
God himfelf j and: mu ft therefore be well pleafimg 
to him. Thus, while popery grants too little to 
reafon, to make men ftedfaft friends to revelation, 
becaufe it requires a firm aflent to palpable contra- 
dittions ; the dottrine of Socinus errs as far on the 
other extreme, by granting too much. 

Nothing lefs caq be implied in the idea of a re- 
velation from God, if committed to writing, than 
that thofe who wrote it were under a divine infpi- 
ralien. It may be fuppofed, that God might aft 
very differently on the minds of the faered penmen, 
according to the diverfity of fubjefts. But the lead 
that the idea of infpiration can imply, is that of 
their being abfolutely preferved from every error 
and miftake. Socinians, however, deny a plenary and 
proper infpiration to.many parts of feripture. They 
fuppofe that, in the hiftorical parts, the writers 
were infpired in narrating great and important fafts, 
but left to themfeives in matters of lefs moment. 
Thence they admit, not merely apparent, but real 
contradiftions in the word of God. They pretend 
that the facred writers were infallibly direfted with 
refpeft to the great doftrines of chriftianity; but 
that their reafonings on thefe were merely the fruit 
of their own refleftions; and therefore, that they 

are 
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are often inconclufive. Indeed, it feems highly 
doubtful, whether they believe any kind of inspira- 
tion. Let us hear one of their mo ft diftinguxfhed 
writers. When replying to the Deiftical objection 
to the truth of revelation,- from its pretended in- 
confiftencies, he lays: “ The contents' of thefe 
books may be true in the main, notwithftanding 
fuch inconfiftencies and miftakes;” And again,-, 
“ Let us read the canonical books, without expe£l> 
ing to find them perfe£tly unexceptionable in all 
the minutU of things. Let us confider them asthe 
productions of honeft and faithful men, well in- 
formed of all the great things of which they wrote, 
but not equally informed with refpeCt to every 
punftilio they mention. Let us confider the great 

-doCtrines they deliver as from God to be divine, 
and worthy of our higheft regard; but when they 
argue and reafon either from faCts or from reveal- 
ed doCtrines, advancing opinions which are plainly 
their own, and for which they do not pretend to 
have the authority of revelation, let us confider 
them as the reafonings and opinions of men in their 
fituation, and with their means of informrcion, 
which were in general very-ample and fufficknt, 
but ftiil left them fallible, and treat them accor- 
dingly 

O infatuated! 
* Prieftky’s Inftitutes, ,vol. ii. p, 48, 49* 
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O infatuated men \ “ who hath bewitched you ?” 

Is it not enough that you deny the great doctrines 
of chriftianity j that you do every thing in your 
power to fubvert the moft cogent arguments for 
the necefllty of revelation. Muft you give it a fatal 
wound ; by alfo denying its reality ? In pretending 
to defend revelation, you betray it to its adverfa- 
ries. You admit that there are inconfjlencies and. 
mjlakes in the canon of fcripture. How, then, can 
it deferve the name r How can it be a rule of faith* 
or of manners ? If the penmen of fcripture were 
not equally informed as to.' fails of lefs importance 
which it concerned the church to know, their in- 
formation mull have been entirely human. They 
did not enjoy the influences of that fpirit, who, ac- 
cording to their own accounts, was promifed them 
by Jefus. For he was to guide them into all truth*. 
Are our own underftandings to be judges of the 
treatment we are to give to the reafonmgs and opi- 
nions of thefe writers ? What tie, then, can tj^eir 
doftrine have on confcience ?. Every man mufl: have 
a right to believe or difbelieve, to obey or difobey, 
as he thinks.proper. Do you not dire&ly give the 
lie to thole very writings which you profefs to ac- 
knowledge ? According to you, not “ all fcripture,” 
byt only fame part of it, “ is given by infpiration 

of 
John xvi. 13. 
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of God.” “ All” of it is not “ profitable.” There 
umft be no inconfiderable portion that is pernici- 
ous, as containing inconfidencies and millakes, in- 
conclufive reafonings and ill-digefted ftories. Do 
you really expett to perfuade men to believe the 
truth of a revelation from God, by doing your ut- 
moft to Ihew them, that what you receive under 
this charafter is in faft no revelation, but a mix- 
ture of truth and fallhood, of found do&rine and 
error ? The attempt is vain. Alt that remains for 
you is, either to return to the true faith of chrif- 
tians; or, as many once belonging to your clafs 
have done, honeftly to a flume the chara&er of 
deifis. . 

Socinianifm is indeed the high-way to deilin. rTo an intelligent deift, the focinian muft appear as 
a fellow traveller, who has accompanied him all [ 
alcing during his journey,, but is feized with a fud- ' 
den remorfe, and at once flops fhert, when the j 
end of it is in view;—flops fhort, without any ap- |J 
parent reafon, or any proper refting-place. He 
may juftly fay to them : “ Y our faith is more ab- 
furd than that of any other chriftian. You ought 
either to believe more with refpeft to revelation, or 
to believe nothing. You give revelation as a mif—| 
trefs to reafon : yet you allow the fervant to dif- j 
pute all tl>e dictates of the miftrefs. You rejefta 
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-what have been called the myfteries of chriftianity. 
But you certainly Yubftitute others. You deny 
that Jefus is the Son of God, as being of the fame 
effence with the Father; becaufe this doctrine is, 
in your eitimation, a contradiction to reafon. Yet 
you believe a thing fully as incredible; that a mere 
man can have “ all power in heaven and in earth.” 
You refufe that a divine perfon was incarnate: but 
you admit that the deity dwelt in the man Jefus. 
You deny that your faviour is omnifcient: yet you 
believe that he will judge all the millions who 
have exifted, or who {hall exift. You urge the 
argument from miracles, but blufh at the idea of 
jefus cafting out devils. You make madmen,, as 
you call them, who never faw nor heard of Jefus 
before, as well acquainted with his perfon and cha- 
racter as any of his difciples. You call us to believe 
in the fcriptures as a divine revelation, while you 
acknowledge that they contain many errors and. 
miftakes; that is, while you acknowledge that they 
.are deftitute of the great evidence of being a divine 
Revelation. You may as well bid us believe the in- 
fallibility of the papal chair; although the bull, 
that is iflued to-day, flatly contradicts that which 
was iflued yefterday.” 

That famous deift, Voltaire, was too qukk-flght- 
rd not to difcern the affinity of focinians. “ A 

number 
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number of celebrated writers,” he fays, « have 
made open profeilion of deifm; and moft of the 
Socinians, have at length joined them. The great 
reproach againft this numerous feft, is, That they 
confult only reafon, without any regard to faith ; 
an indocility which a chriftian can never forgive. 
—Hitherto only a very fmall number of thofe call- 
ed Unitarians, have held any religious meetings. 
But thefe, indeed, ftile themfelves primitive chrif- 
tians, rather than deifts #.” It has been juftly ob- 
ferved, that this compliment was paid them by 
Voltaire, “ when few of their feft merited it fo 
well, as many of the German, and fome of the 
Englifh modern reformers have fince donef.” But 
this acute infidel diftin&ly faw the native tendency 
of their fchetne. I have elfewhere fhown that the 
celebrated Gibbon, one of the mofl; infidious ene- 
mies of chriftianity, exhibits them in the fame 
light p 

CHAP. 

* Additions to Voltaire’s General Hiftory, Vol. IV. 
Edin. Edit. 1777. p. 243» 244- 

f Dr Erfkine’s Sketches and Hints of Church Hiftory, 
p. 69, 70. 

$ Vindication of the Doflrine of Scripture, and of the 
Primitive Faith, concerning the Beity of Chrift, Vol. II. 
P* 4??.- 
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CHAP. H. 

The influence of the arminian fyflem. Its connexion 
with fochiianifm; and with popery. The policy of 
Rome for the deflruElion of the proteflcmt religion.— 
The more immediate influence of arrfiinianifm, as it 
refpefts fundamental articles, the flute of the heathen 
in regard to falvation, the reafon of faith, the depra- 
vity of human nature, divine fovereignty, free-will, 
a?id the operations of the fpirit. 

While Socinlans have contributed To liberally, 
to the fupport, and even to the fpread of deifm, 
arminians cannot be entirely acquitted from the 
charge of encouraging the fame fyftem. I am far 
from fuppofing that they have had any defign to 
do fo. I will not prefume to impute this even to 
focinians. I am abundantly fenlible that the chrif- 
tian world is indebted to armigian writers for ma- 
ny valuable works againfl: the dcifts In thefe, they 
have ftiewn the infufEciency of the light of nature 
in a variety of refpedls, and done much to illullrate 
fome of the*evidences of chriflianity. But, in this 
important controverfy, they have been necelfarily 
crippled by the peculiarities of their fyftem. 

D They 
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They are corivlnced of the tendency of the foci- 

man fcheme to fupport infidelity. But in as far as 
theif own leads to focinianifm, it muft eventually 
Lave the fame fatal tendency. They may not in- 
deed perceive, that it is friendly to focinianifm. 
But the faft is indifpiitabfe. The denial of abfolute 
predeftination neceffarily leads to the denial of di- 
vine prefcience,. For, as “ faith Is not of ourfelyes, 
but the gift of God,” it is impoffible that he'could 
certainly forefee that fome fhoiild’believe, without 
a certain determination to confer on them this 
tc good gift.”—Th\ doctrine of univerfal redemp- 
tion dire£tly tends to the denial' of the atonement. 
For if many, for whom Chrifi: died, finally perifh, 
it muft follow that a fufficient fatisfaftion was not 
made for their fins. If the full price of their re- 
demption was paid, why are they not liberated ? 
If this work fails as to any, the ranfom was not 
of infinite value; and he who paid it could not 
be the Son of God.—The denial of the perfeve- 
rance of the faints has the fame iffue with the doc- 
trine of univerfal redemption. It fuppofes, either 
a failure as to purchafe, or a defeat as to the power 
neceffary for the prefervation of the redeemed.— 
If the will of man, in his natural ftate, retain a 
freedom to what is truly good, it will be difficult 
to prove that his underftanding fhould not alfo 

Jcnow 
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^now it; and ,of cqnfcquence, that any work, of 
the fpirit is aecelfar'y. If the a£l of his own will 
make higi tq. differ. fr6^>i.others, and be the.itn- 
mediate caufe ofliis jufUfication, the focinian doc- 
trine muff be true, that a maxi k judified by his 
own ■yy-otks., V But if rigl>teou|hefs come by the 
law, „Urrh Chrilt died in.vain.”—If the fpirit may 
be refilled in his gracious operations, on the heart, 
it follows, that our falvatiori is njore a human, that; 
a divine work which is the very.ibuf of the focinian 
feheme. For, in any bufinefs, that mull be the 
principal, which is eventually yiflorious. 

■ • It is certain, that the Heady grsofecution of ar- 
minian principles has landed many learned and able 
writers in downright focinianifm: while perhaps 
there is not an inltance of one, who has adhered to 
the do&rines called calviniftic, making a tranfition 
to the ibcinian fyftem, without taking arminianifm 
in his way. ^uth was the effect of the errors of Ar- 
minius in Holland, that many, who did not plain- 
ly avow their acceffion to the Racovian fchool, 
very foon affimdated their tenets to it, as nearly as 
they could without affuming the name. 

The tendency of popery, to fupport infidelity has 
been already feen. But popery has been greatly 
indebted to arminianifm.' I need lca{cely fay that 
this feheme, although it has received its name 

2 from 
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from Arminius, as he was the great inftrument of 
its propagation among proteHants, had been adopt- 
ed, as an eflhntial part of thf antichriftian fyftem, 
long before Arminius had a being. The doflrincs 
of predeftination on the ground of forefeen faith 
and good works, of the felf-determining power of 
the will in converiion, of the poflibility of lefifting 
efficacious grace, and of perfeverance as the effect 
of our own goodnefs, neceffarily open a wide door 
to creature-merit. But the doftrine of merit is the 
great bafis of the antichrifHan fabric. The compli- 
cated fyftem of indulgencies, difpenfations and par- 
dons, of prayers for- the dead, and to the dead, of 
penances and' pilgrimages, nay, of purgatory itfelf, 
refts on this broad foundation. What, but this 
inexhauftible mine of fpiritual riches, has made 
Rome the miftrefs of the droffy treafures of na- 
tions ? Therefore, we need not be furprifed, that 
fhe hath ftill kept the do&rines formerly mention- 
ed as the apple of her eye; that fhe hath referved 
her fulminations, and' kindled her fires, for all 
who dared irreverently to touch them. From the 
hiftory of the church during the dark ages, it ap- 
pears undeniably^ that in general, thole' who op- 
pofed the tyranny of antichrift, equally oppofed the 
dottrines now called arminian; and that they wet e 
condemned- as heretics, and fullered as martyrs, 
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oa this ground as well as on the other Need 4. 
fay, that, under God, the great mean of the glor 
nous reformation was the faithful preaching of juf- 
tifkation through the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone, 
to the exclufion of faith itfelf confidered as a work, 
or as having the leaft degree of merit^ Nothing is 
more certain, than that however much the worthy 
reformers differed in other refpefls, they all cor- 
dially agreed in leaving to “ the mother of har- 
lots” the corrupt fpawn of Pelagius, as her natural 
property. Not only the writings of the reformers, 
but the confeffipns of all the proteftant churches, 
however different their tongues, however diftant 
their fituations, however adverfe thoir rites and 
difcipline, will ffand to the end of time, as irrefra- 
gable proofs of the unity of their faith as to falva- 
tion by fovereign grace. 

When' the doftrine of freewill began to be 
broached by fome who called tliemfelves proteff. 
tants in . England, the friends of the reformation 
were filled with the greateff: alarm. They feared 
this Angle do&rine more than all the fires'and fag- 
gots of Rome. Thence, that holy martyr Brad- 
ford and others, in their letter on this fubjeeff: to 

D 3 Cranmer, 
* See Toplady’s Calvinifm of the church of England, 

'Vol. I. p. 149, &c. a book worthy of the ferious perufal of 
every proteftant. 
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Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, eXprefs themfelves j 
thus. “ I he efleds of falvation they (the • wil- 1 
lers, as they were called) fb mihgle and confound 
with the caufe, that, if it be not feen to, more 
hurt will come by them, than ever came by the pa- i 
pifts.—In freewill, they are plain papifts j yea, pe- j 
lagians : and ye know that modicum fermenti totem 1 
majfam corrumpit *.” 

Were the pelagian doctrines fo lignaTly inftru- 1 
mental in the erection and fupport of the antichri£ | 
tian kingdom ? Its earthly fuperior has difeovered j 
the wifdom of the ferpent, in attempting to “ heal | 
his deadly wound” by the very fame means. Even I 
that learned Jefuit, Petavius, acknowledges that J 
the famous council of Trent was called together, f 
to oppofe the errors of Calvin, as much as thofe of 
Luther f. The virulence, and the variety of their j 
decrees, in oppofitibn to the doftrine of grace, • 1 
plainly fhew their full conviftion that this doftrine 
made the throne of antichrift tremble at its bafe. j 
Soon after the dawn of the reformation, appeared 
Ignatius Loyola, the father of the Jefuits, who ex- i 
erted himfelf to the utmoft of human power to i 
fupport this tottering throne. Two great lines ap- | 

pear j 
» Uttle leaveneth' the whole lump. See Toplady, as 

above, p- 4r39» 440* 
f Rationarium Temp, p. i. Ub. 9- c. u. 
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pear in the formation of this extraordinary focLty *, 
Blind devotion for the pope, and unparalltlic d zeal 
for freewill and its kindred articles. In confe- 
quence of-the latter trait in their character, they 
have not only been the warmeft antagonifts of ail 
without the pale of their church,Tut the moft bit- 
ter enemies of all within it, who have held the op- 
polite doftrine. Thence, their unrelenting perfe- 
cution of the Janfonifts in France, who were con- 
lidered as- traitors to the ihterells of Rome, be- 
caufe of their adherence to the doctrine of grace; 
although they Icornfuily difclaimed the name of 
calvinifts, and'were in other refpe&s zealous catho- 
lics.' Thence their adverfarles could not reft, till 
they got their dodkines condemned’ as heretical'; 
the leaders of the party deprived and' imprifonetf, 
or baniftied ; and a decree palled, that all, whe- 

-ther clergy or laity, ftiould formally abjure fenti- 
ments which threatened the very cxiftence of the 
Holy mother church. 

1 As this has been the interior policy of Rome, it 
| may not be improper to attend to her mode of ma- 

nagement without her pale. There is every reafou 
to believe, that the publication of arminian dob- 

t trine in the church of England, was tlie refult of 
Jefuitical craft. When Archbiihop Laud’s pa- 

; pers were examined, a letter was found among 
! . thenr, 
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them, thus fadorfed with his own hand; March 
1628. A Jefuifs'Letter ,fent to the Rehhr of Bnix- 
els, about the enjumg Parliament. The delign of 
the letter was to comfort the heart of his fupenor, 
who might be apt to fear that the unexpected call- 
ing of a parliament would blaft all the fchemes 
formed in England for the reftoration of popery. 
To fhew that there was no reafon for defpondency, 
he fays: “ We have now many ftrings'to our bow. 
—We have planted that foveraigne drugge, armi- 
nianisme ; which, we hope, will purge the pro- 
teftants from their herelie : and it_flourifheth and. 
beares fruit in due feafon. 1 am, at this time,. 
tranfported with joy, to fee how. happily all inftru- 
ments and means, as well great as Idler, co-ope- 
rate unto our purpofes. But, to return unto the 
mainfabricke: our foundation is arjviinianisme*.” 

Even Heylin, blindly as he was devoted to the 
ruling party, acknowledges the juftnefs of the ftate-- 
ment given by. another jefuit of that age, who ex- 
preffed himfelf in the following. terms : “ Protef- 
tantifm waxeth weary of itfelf. The doftrine is al- 
tered in many things for which their progenitors 
forfook the church (of Rome): as, Limbus Patrum ; 
Prayer for the Dead; the Po/Jibility of beeping God's 

commandments : 
* Rufhworth’s Colled. Part h p. 62. 475- Toplady’s 

Calvinilin, 6tc. Vol. I. Introd, p. xxxviii. 
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commandments; and the accounting of CALVINISM 
to be MEREST at leaf, if not TREASON*.'" The learn- 
ed and judicious Haliburton obferves on this Tub- 
jeft, that the jealoufies of many difcerning people 
were cpnfiderably increafed, when It was leen 
with what violence the abettors of this new divinity 
appeared againft the more moderate part of the 
church of England, as well as the diilenters, upon 
the account of fome ceremonies, owned by them- 
felves as indifferent in their own nature : while, at 
the fame time, they expreffed a great deal of ten- 
dernefs, if not refpedt to the church of Rome, and 
made propofals of union with her.f” Here I fhall 
only fubjoin the words of an hi dorian : “The 
churches were adorned with paintings, images, al- 
tar-pieces, &c. and, inftead of communion-tables, 
altars were fet up, and bowings to them and the 
facramental elements enjoined. The predeff inarian 
doftrines were forbid, not only to be preached, but 
to be printed : and the arminian fenfe of the ar- 

( tides was encouraged and propagated^.” Thus ar- 
minianifm was introduced as the body of popery, 
and a new fleece of fuperflitiDus ceremonies as her 
proper garbi 

Tt 
* I ife of Laud, p. 2-38. 

j f Natural Religion Infufticient, p ao!. 
^ Tin dal’s continuation of Rapin’s Hift. Vol. III. Otf. 
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It is well known to thofe who are acquainted with 

the hiftory of the church of Scotland, that the 
learned and eminently pious Rutherford was, A. 
1636, banilhed by the high commiffion court from 
his parifli; difcharged from exerci'iing any part of 
his miniftry in Scotland, under pain of rebellion; 
and ordered to confine himfelf within the city of 
Aberdeen during the king’s pleafure, where he con- 
tined for more than a year and a half. The prin- 
cipal reafonof this tyrannical fentence, was his pub- 
lifhing Exercitationes Apologctlcaepro Divina Gratia. 
We have his own teftimony on this head. The 
caufe that ripened their hatred was my book againfl: 
the arminians, whereof they accufed me thofe three 
days I appeared before them*.” He had been fuir.- 
moned to anfwer for this publication fo early as the 
year 1630. But as the archbilhop of St Andrew s 
was prevented, by tempeftuous weather, from be- 
ing prefent at the court, and as Mr Rutherford 
was befriended by one of the judges, the diet was 
deferted' This work was fuppofed to cut the very 
finews of afminianifm, which the jefuits acknow- 
ledged to be their main fabneke j and the court- 
p.rty confidered as indifpenfably neceflary for con- 
folidating their fyficm of tyranny both in church 
and ftate. 

But. 
Letter:, Ip. I. p. 1. 
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But wliile the Arminian fyftem ultimately encou- 

rtages deifm, by its connexion with focinianirm and 
popery; it, at the fame time, operates more' im- 
mediately: Arminians inform us, that they do not 
fee how “ it can be proved that the belief of any 

.‘Ot\\zr articles is neceffary to falvation, than of thofe 
few which are admitted by all” who are called 
chriftians *. They grant that thefe are few; and 
according to their limitation, they muft be few in- 
deed. The trinity, the incarnation, the atone- 
ment, regeneration, juftification by faith alone, 
and all the other great dottrines of revelation are 
denied. Thus, thofe articles only, which refpedt 

: the perfeflions of God, will be accounted funda- 
mental. But even thefe are not left entire. Soci- 
nians deny his effential oirmiprefence, his omni- 
Tcience, his immutability, his punitive juftice. 
Some of thefe have been acknowledged by heathens., 
tand are acknowledged by deifts. But here is a plan 
of chriftianity, which releafes them from the necef- 
ifity of believing fuch articles. 

The do&rine of arminians concerning the heathen 
^as the fame tendency. Some of them hold that 
the heathen may be faved, if they live according to 
the light of nature. This is merely a revival of the 

old 
* Remonftrant. Apolog. ap. Haliburton, p. z$. Rhetor- 

lortis Examen Arminianifmi, c. i. 
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old pelagian tenet, that “ every one who was. 
lincere in his own religion, would be faved.” O- 
thers do not go To far; but aflert, that thofe, who | 
make a right ufe of the light of nature, entitle i 
themfelves to a communication of the light of j 
grace *• They fuppofe that God imparts this in a : 
way fimilar to that in which he deals with children j 
within the pale of the church. But as we are not | 
to be “ wife above what is written,” the language | 
of infpiration muft equally limit our charity. We | 
are exprefsly allured that—“ where no vifion is the ! 
people perilh fthat God will pour his fury on i 
the “ heathen, and on the families,” or “ kindreds | 
that call not on his name The Ephelians, it | 
may be fuppofed, were in general no worfe than o- | 
ther heathens. Yet the apoftle affirms that, while 'j 
without the gofpel, they “ had no hope, and were 1 
without God,” literally, “ atheifts in the world ||.” 
For the fpirit of truth, fo far from admitting that j 
heathens may ferve the true God, exprefsly aflerts,, , 
that they “ know not God,” but “ do fervice to ; 
them that are no gods §.” He declares, without J p{ 
any limitation, that “ the things which the Gen- 
tiles facrifice, they facrifice to devils, and not to 
Godf.” When human wifdom, aided only by the 

light , “ 
* Turretin. Theol. Loc. i. Qu. 4. f Prov. xxix. j8, ] 

JJer v. ||Eph. ii. it. f Gal.iv. 8. If 1 Cor. x. se. 
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light of nature, and by fome faint glimmerings of 
tradition, had gone to its utmoft ftretch, in the fa- 
mous* fchools of Greece and Rome, what eftimate 
did the fpirit of God form of it ? That it had 
brought men nearer to the true God? The very 
reverie. “ The world by wifdom imw not God*.” 
What God may, or may not do, in an extraordi- 
nary way, we dare not pretend to fay, where God 
himfelf hath not faid it. But we are c«rtain that, 
as there is not “ another name under heaven given 
among men, by which we can be faved, but the 
name of Chrift,” the fcripture gives us no idea of 
the falvation of adults but by the outward means ot 
grace. And with refpeft to the heathen it is ex- 
prefsly faid: “ How lhall they believe in him of 
whom they have not “heard ? and how (hall they 
hear, without a preacher.—So, then, faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God f.” 

Befides, tills doftrine proceeds on a falfe ground. 
It fuppofes that heathens may be found, who live 

|) according to the law of nature. But fqripture af- 
ferts the very contrary; that they are “without 
excufe,” that “ they are all under fin 

Thofe who hold this dcdtrine, which impofes 
upon many under the notion of an amiable charity, 
unwittingly controvert the great evidences which 

E the 
| * i Cor.-i. 21. f Rom. x. 14; i7« t Ron»- »• 20* ui. 9. 
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the fplrlt of God hath'given of the mcejfity of a re- 
velation. The apoftle of the Gentiles illuftrates 
the neceffilyef “ the revelation of the righteouf- 
nefs of God—to faith,” from the confideration of 
his « wrath being revealed againft ail ungodlineis 
and unrighteoufnefs of ihen.” This he applies im- 
n?ediately to the heathen ; and primarily, becaufe 
of their idolatry *. It is becaufe there can be 
no faith without hearing, and no hearing with- 
out the word of God, that he introduces that 
prophetical language with refpeft to the mmif- 
ters of Chrift: “ How'beautiful are the feet of 
.them that preach the gofpel of peace, and bring 
good tidings ef good things f ” There is not one 
word in fcripture, which exhibits the wifdom of 
God as procured by that of man, or the grace of 
.Chrift as fuperinduced upon heathen virtue. The 
one muft be renounced as ignorance, and the other 
•as unrighteoufnefs, before God. The revelation 
of grace is reprefented, not as giving perfeaion to' 
human wifdom, but as the remedy provided, in 
fovereign mercy, for thofe whom this wifdom hath 
blinded. “ For it is written, I will deftroy the 
wifdom of the wife, and will bring to nothing the 
underftanding of the prudent. Where is the w ile ? 
where is the fcribe ? where is the difputer of this world ? 

f Rom. v. J4> *J« * Rom. i. ' * ■"**» 
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world ? For after that, in the wii'dom of God, the 
world by vyifdoai knew not God, it pleafed God 
by the fbplifhnefs of preaching to five them that 
believe *.” Bid Jefus lend his apoftles to perfect 
what heathenifm had begun? Th&. commiffion of 
J’aul runs in a very ditfereftt drain. He was fent 
to'the Gentiles, “ to open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darknefs unto light, and from the king- 
dom of Satan unto God f.” 

This doctrine, how far foever it may be from the 
deiign of thofe who publilh it, has certainly a great 
tendency to confirm profelfed chriiiians in their in- 
difference to the gofpel. To declare that finners 
may be laved without this revelation of grace, can- 
not be a-cogent motive to the obedience of faith. 
This is not the way to recommend the great bief- 
fednefs of “ knowing the joyful found.” To a- 
ftribe as happy an effedt to the darknefs of hea- 
thenifm as to this “ marvellous light,” may well lull 
finners in their •lernal fecurity, but will never be C&. 
the mean of awakening them to a due confidera- 
tion of “ the things that belong to their peace.” It 
may*mhke them wifh that they had been born pa- 
gans ; as thus they might have betn faved on eafi^r 
terms. But it will never excite them to blefe Gpd 
that tleir lot was caft in “ the valley of viliorv’’ 

E 2 f F$>r 
* i Cor. i. ij—ji. .f A<5ls xxri. 17, 18. 
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For certainly it is one of the firft fteps of the'gra- 
cious operation of-the-fpiritj deeply to affe£l the 
hearts of men with a fenfe of “ the kindnefs and 
love of God our Saviour,” in favouring them with 
precious light, without which they muft have “ fat 
in darknefs, and in the region and ihadow of 
death.” Therefore, this charity for the heathen, 
however fpocious, bears not one mark of true cha- 
rity to thofe who enjoy-the gofpeh 

On the contrary, it obfcures the wifdom of God 
in the work of i'alvation. If men may be faved by 
faith in a Mahomet, a Confucius, or a £oroafter, 
why fliould not God have fpared his own Son ? 
Why did' he “give him up to the'death,” if men 

• could as certainly enjoy eternal life any other way ? 
Under pretence of afcrihing the greateft benevo- 
lence to God, it denied the, peculiar glory of this 
behevolence. It denies the freedom of its opera- 
tion. All muft indilcriminately partake of it, who 
have lived- fqberly, whether believers in the Son of 
God, or in the falfe prophet, whether they have 
worthipped the true God, or worflnpped devils. 
According to this doftrine, the grace of the gofpel 
deferves- not the name of grace, unlefs it. run in 
every devious or polluted channel formed-by the 
vanity of the human mind, as certainly and copi- 
oufiy as in that of the blood of the Lamb. 

It 
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It is eafily conceivable that the mind, under this 

delufive fyftem of charity, may make the moft ra- 
pid progrefs to infidelity. We have feen that it 

! neceffarily disparages the gofpel revelation, and di- 
rectly tends to Strengthen our natural difregard for 
it, by denying it to be a diftinguifhing mercy. It 
alfo-pours contempt on the great doftrines of faith, 
and prepares the mind for the rejection of all myf- 
tery in revealed religion. It becomes nccelTary to 
explain away the meaning of many pafl'ages cf 
Scripture, that exprefs the contrary, Some of which 
have been already mentioned. Thmv*t man is led 
to “ handle the word of God deceitfully.” If he 
finds it difficult to avert the force of thefe, he per- 
haps entertains a fecret difguft at revelation, bei 
caufe it does not fo eafily bend to his fyftem, as he 

i could wifh. He may adhere to it for a while,- 
ftruggling between its natural meaning, and the 
contrary dictates cf his own mind j confcience Se- 
cretly whifpering the truth, and his perverfc will 
eppofing it. But let a temptation enter from ano- 
ther quarter, he will find it an eafy matter to quit 
his hold of that religion which feems irreconcileable 
with his feelings, and at once to embrace a fyftem 
more perfectly in unifon with his boafted liberality. 

Yet this extreme, like many others, works its 
own cure. We perceive the folly of this fort of 

£3 charity,. 
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charity, from the length to which it has carriecT 
fome who have confiftently followed its dictatesv 
While it profefles .the moft ardent love to man, it 
gives a fanftion to thofe deeds which are moft ab- 
horrent to humanity. Under pretence of exhibit- 
ing God as a being of pure benevolence, it repre- 
fents him aa taking pleafure in horrid cruelty. 
Thus Steinbart, whofe doctrines have of late at- 
tracted much attention on the continent,- afferts- 
that even in fuch heathenifh rites as that of a king- 
oft'ering life only fon to Molech, in a time of na-- 
tional calanu^h the good exceeds the evil; that, 
by the religion and patrlotiftn of fuch actions, hea- 
thens have fet an example to chriftians ; that there' 
i* nothing in fuch a, facrifice, on the ground of 
which they could be pronounced guilty^ nay, that’ 
it may be reckoned.among the.moft worthy actions’ 
of men, comparable to, which few: are to be met' 
with among chriftians. *• 

It has been formerly obferved that writers of the - 
arndnian perfuafion have, been ferviceablc to the 

church, 
* Steinbart Leere der gelukzaligheid, (or, Dodtrine of 

Salvation,) 20, See alfo Mebius^Verhandeling over de^ 
eenheid-van den weg der gdukzaligbeid, in .deezen flaet. 
van algemeen bederf, (or, Diflertation on the unity of the 
way of falvation, in this flate of univerfal corruption,) §. 13. 
This Diflertation obtained the prize given by the Hague 
Society for the defence of the Chrifliap Religion, A. 1790. 
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cLurch, in illuftrating various arguments in defence- 
of revelation.. But, from the nature of their 
fyftem,- they have, nccefi'arily-failed as; to the prin- 
cipal one. Arguments of a rational kind, in Tup- 
port of chriflianity, may produce a rational faith: 
But a divine faith can only flow from a view of the 
divine perfection - and authority imprefled on the 
word, and manifefting itfelf to the foul by the ope- 
ration of the holy fpirit who indited it. Tins alone 
can fupport the chriftian during the rage of cor- 
ruption or- temptation, when he lefes fight of eve- 
ry other argument. Many arminian writers fpeak- 

as if the proper ground of faith, in the apoftolic 
age, had been the evidence of miracles; and feem 
to fuppofe that the great evidence, which we, in- 
thefe later ages* have of the authenticity ofTcrip- 
ture, is the teftimony of the infpired “writers, view- 
ed as men of unexceptionable characters. But this 
faith, whether we confider its immediate objeCt, or 
its origin-, is merely of a human kind * and is ef- 
fentially different from that which is “ oft he ope- 
ration of God.” 

Undoubtedly, one of the molt forcible argu- 
ments for the neceflity of a revelation, is the de- 
pravity of human-nature. There are two charac- 
ters of the chriftian revelation, which powerfully 
recommend it. as divine; its efficacy in giving the 

finner 
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finner fuch a diiplay of his fpiritual nsceliities as 
experience exa<Aiy veriaos, anS-its exhibition of a 
falvation perfectly cotnmenfurate to thefe necefli- 
ties. Men may be at iirft ihocked at the ilrong 
language of fcripture in regard to themfelves, and 
endeavour to explain it away as much to the ho- 
nour of human nature as poflible. But if they give 
due attention to the word, they will find that it 
not only declares the truth as to what in their fi- 
taation is too plain to be denied; but that it fliews 
them a fpiritual deformity in their hearts and prac- 
tice of which they formerly had not the lea ft con- 
ception; and difcovers this io clearly, that they 
can no more deny it than thofe fails which they; 
learned from the dictates of a natural confidence. 
.They, at the fame time, perceive that the word of- 
God exhibits a falvation of the very fame extent 
with their greatly varied neceffities; that this fal-. 
vntlcfh wants nothing which they need, and that it 
has nothing fuperllucus. If at any time they dif-, 
C.over .a fpiritual difeafe which was formerly hid,: 
they may be at firft m danger of fuppoftng that 
their cafe is unexampled. But eventually, the dii- 
covery of this new difeafe proves only the otcafion 
of theft being more fully confirmed in the alhheal- 
ing efficacy of the divine word. 

But, 
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But, according to the arminian fcheme, the 

force of fuch reafoning is loft. While thofe who 
fairly follow the foot fteps of Pelagius, abfolutely 

fdeny original fin; the fubftance of his herefy is 
adopted by arminians. If, as many of them affirm, 
man has no occallon.for the gracious illumination 
of the fpirit, in order to a right underftanding of 
the fcriptures * ; if his will retains an inclination to 
wiiat is truiy and fpiritually good, and a power of 
determining itfelf to the choice of this.;, if he can d<5 
fomething to merit juftificatioj} ; the fall has done 
him no great injury. This view of human depravity 
will never convince men-of the neceffity of revela- 
tion. It.cannot be fuppofed tliat. arminians fliould 
fuccefsfully recommend the word of God to infi- 
dels, as what can alone acquaint them with their 
fpiritual wants; while it colls themfelves fuch la- 
bour and ingenuity to explain away a great variety 
of paflages on this fubjedl, which flatly contradict 
their fyftem. 

1 Their denial of the fivereignty of God- in election 
affords a great handle to deifts. The,plan.can ne- 
ver make revelation in general more palatable to 
the carnal-mind. For to bs confiftent, it ought to 
go a great way farthen By the ftrong language 
tffed againft.the dodtrine of particular election, ar- 

minians 
Rhetorfort. Examen Armin. p. 83. 
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mmians only open the way for others, to attack 
the divine fovereignty wuh rtipect to angels. Is 
not this perfection of deity as much difplayed in 
palling by all “ the angels who kept not their firftj 
eftate,” as in the proterition of fome of the loft fa- 
mily of Adam ? Can it be faid that the one is ir- 
fecondleable with infinite johice, without arraign- 
ing the. fame attribute in rdpeft to the other ? ar- 
minians admit the election of particular nations to; 
the enjoyment of the means of grace, while they 
deny that of particular perions to the enjoyment 
of grace itfelf. To countenance this abfurdity, 
they fuppofe another,—a poflibility of faivation 
without thefe means, that is, a poffibility of recei-' 
ring the grace of God in another way than that to’ 
which he hath exprefslyreftri&ed its operation. But1 

the vanity of this idea has been already confidered. 
By impartial judges, the denial oiparticular elec-4, 

tion can be viewed in no other light, than-as a ta-> 
cit crimination of the jufthe of God in his condmfti 
towards nations. If the great pott.r hath not a 
right to make his vefiels as he pleafes, what right! 
could he have to choofe the jews to the means of 
lalvation, and to leave all other nations “ to walk 
in their own ways/’ “ without hope, and will out: 
God in the world r” If wc fincerely receive the 
feriptures curfelYes, or wifti to recommend them, 

texj 
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4 o others, as a divine revelation, we mu'ft receive 
i heat as they really are, and not reject one doc- 
i rine, while we afient to others equally obnoxious to 
:i eafon as depraved. The fovereignty of God, in 
i ommanding the extermination of the nations of 
Canaan, and in afterwards bearing with the Jews, 
• 'though they did worfe than,they*, has been ftill 
■ s exceptionable to deifts, as the doftrine of parti- 
) iular election. To admit the one, and deny the 
I ’ther, is to fet revelation at variance with itfelf. 

The doftrine of free-will can be of as little fer- sice in recommending chriltianity to its adverfaries. 
i f they judge of the whole fyftem from this pre- 

ended fpecimen, their prejudices muft be increaf- ! |d. Many, who, acknowledge no revelation, are 
i ominced that the arminian doflrine on this head 

irreconcileable with philofophy. Reafon un- 
oubtedly teaches that, if God give a revelation, 
mult not only be recommended by the deareft 

j vidence, but be accompanied with fuch power as 
i) have all that effeft which he defigneJ. But 

I hile arminians reprefent the efleft of the outward 
; ^eans, nay, the efficacy of the divine operation, 

il ; entirely fufpended on the uncertain will of the 
•eature, notwithftanding God’s will to fave all; 
iltead ©f exalting revelation, they virtually repre- 

fent 
* a Chr. xxxiii. 9. 
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fent it as a revelation unworthy of God. For its* 
effeft muft thus be uncertain as to any, and its 
"end muft be certainly defeated as to a great part j 
of thofe whofe falvation God meant by it. If there 
be merely a poffibility of falvation to all, there 
muft be at the fame time a poflibility that not onfcj 
Ihould be faved. Does not this fyftem fupply the 
enemies of chriftianity with an argument againft 
the very duties of religion ? for why fhould I pray 
to God, for what does not depend on his will,] 
but on my own ? the fyftem called calviniftic, how 
much fo ever it may be objetted to in other r< 
fpefls, rtfuft be acknowledged to be confiftent in 
this. For as it fuppofes that God, by the revela-; 
tion of grace, meant to fave fome only, it alferts1 

the immutability of his purpofe, and the efficacy* 
of his operation, as to every individual whom he 
meant to fave. While it does not pretend fully to! 
explain the myfterious operation of God, any morq 
than the myftery of his being; it aflerts, according 
to fcripture, that the natural and elfential liberty 
of the will is no wife impaired in the change ac 
complifhed by grace, although this grace is certain- 
ly efficacious. 

The arminian fattion, in the reign of Charles I, 
keenly pointed the fhafts of their ridicule againft 
many of the moft important dodtrines of chriftia- 

nity 
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-nity; as regeneration, imputed rigLteoufnefs, uni- 
on to Chritt, and the whole of the fpirit’s work in 
the hearts of men. It has been fuppofed, with 

.much appearance of probability, that this was one 
, great occafion of the growth of in uelity. I am far 
.from charging a continuance of this conduit on ar- 
- ininians in general. But many, who do not open- 
ly efpoufe any other fyftem, are very liberal in abu- 

•fing thefe and fimilar doctrines, as if they had no 
.foundation but the reveries of enthufiafts ; and as 
if the very language of the fpirit of God, in the 
volume of infpiration, were the language of cant 
•and enthuliafm. Such chrijhans fave infidels the 
trouble of attmeptiijg to laugh men out of revealed 

• religion. 
The ravings of quakers and other enthufiafts 

have been improved as an handle for throwing re- 
proach on the whole of the fpirit's operation on the 
.foul. Many, who wifh to.pafs for good chriftians, 

; have proceeded thus far. Nothing can be more 
i certain, than that a claim to the operation of the 

fpirit, without or in oppofition to the word, is grofs 
enthufiafin. But it is equally certain, that a pre- 
tence to believe revelation, to the exclufio'n of the 
convincing, illuminating, renewing and fancLfymg 

a influences of the fpirit, is merely a refined fpecies 
| of infidt: es not truly believe divine re- 

V"",'“;’on 
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relation, who acknowledges that only which is of 
an obje£tive and outward nature. This is merely 
the rod in Chrift’s hand. It is only by the opera- 
tion of his fpirtt that it becomes “ the rod of his 
hrength.’* This is the fword that he wields. But 
the people will not “ fall under him,” unlefs he 
ftrike with it. It is not enough that the Son of 
God is revealed to us, in the difpenfation of grace. 
Unlefs it “ pleafe God to reveal his Son in us,” 
we Ihall ftill “ confer with flefh and blood 
The external eviden of revelation may produce a 
rational convidlion of its truth. But unlefs we re- 
ceive the “ fpirit of wifdom, and of revelation in 
the knowledge of Chrift,” not as communicating 
new dottrines, but, as « enlightening the eyes of 
the underftanding,” that it may apprehend thefe 
already communicated in fcripture, we can never 
“ know what is the hope of his calling f.” 

To deny the truth of an inward work of the 
fpirit, as accompanying the word, becaufe of the 
madnefs of enthufiafts, is as abfurd as it would be 
to deny the truth of the miracles of Chrift, becaufe 
of the “ lying wonders” of antichrift ; or even to 
refufe that Jefus is the trlle Meffiah, becaufe many 
deceivers have laid claim to this character. When 
men, who call themfelves chriftiahs, aft filch a 

part, :i# Gal. i. is, 16. f Eph. i. 17, *8. 
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part, what can be expected of thofe who make no 
profeffinn ? When they experience a convincing 
.work of the fpirit in fonve degree, they endeavour ' 
to reafon, or to ridicule themfelves out of it: and 
it muft have no inconfiderable influence as to their 
fuccefs in the attempt, that many, who profefs»to 
believe revelation, difclaim the idea of fuck a work* 
as mere delulion. 

As this condu6t has a direct tendency to banifh 
from the minds of mere profeflbrs all impreilions 
of the truth of chriftianity, we can fcarcely con- 
ceive any thing that can be more provoking to that 
bleffed fpirit who Is. the immediate author of ail 
grace. How aftoniftiing his condefcenfion, in 
working on the hearts of guilty rebellious men ! 
But when his operation is not merely refifted,—but 
ridiculed, when it is reprefented as madnefs and 
deluflon, even by thofe who pretend to believe re- 
velation; need we wonder that many of this de- 
fcription are left to make an open apoftacy from the 
faith, or that the fame judgment ihould be inflift- 
ed on them as on ancient liraeTj “ They rebelled, 
and vexed his holy fpirit: therefore he was turned 
to be their enemy, and he fought againft them*?” 
When fuch contempt is poured upon his grace, is 
it furprifmg that a righteous God fhould fufler or- 

F 2 dinances 
* Ifa. Ixiii. 10. 
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dinances to prove to the generality but a dead let-, 
ter, and judicially fay $ “ My fpirit fliall not al-. 
ways ftrive with man * ?” 

e h a p. in. 

The modern plan of preaching. Worldly greatnefs oj 
thoje who call ihnnjd-ves the fervants of Chrijl. - 
jyijhonef fubfcript 'ion of creeds and corfejjnns. The 
praBlce of many invefied wth-a facred ch&rafter.■ 
Thi law of patronage. 

It is much to be regretted that, in different', 
churches of the reformation, the plan of preachings. 
too generally adopted, keeps at as great a durance ■ 
as poffible the peculiar doctrifles-of the thridian ■ 
faith. A fcheme of moral doarihe is fubdituted > 
in the room of thefe, little-better than what-was 
taught 'in the fehoois of-heatheniftn ; no better ‘ 
than what might have been.taught, had the fages- 
of antiquity knovvivthe precept", without knowing- 
the fundamental principles of our holy rdigion.-- 
The very terms of heathenifm, or. of moral philc- 
fopby, are preferred to thofe of. infpiration. Ma- 
ny, who pretend to be the imnidtis of jefu;- Chrift, 

* Gen. vi. 3. 
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Qlirift, difcover a peculiar degree of ingenuity, in 
keeping it a profound fecret to what mafter they * 
belong. 

Am I told, that the theological phrafeology of 
the laft century was abufed by ranters and enthu- 
liafts ? Be it fo. But are the terms any worle for 
it ? Is there one dodtrine of revelation that has not 
b^en abufed in fome lhape on another i Are its 
dodtrines therefore lefs true, or lefs worthy of ac- 
ceptation ? Is not the holy name of God every day 
profaned ? Shall we therefore refufe the lawful ufe 
of.it; The pretence is too /hallow. When the 
terms, fandlified by the fpirit of God, are treated 
with difguft, it is a fad evidence that the dodtrines 
thesnfelves are unpalatable. I fpeak not of the 
terms as expreffed in fo many letters ; but as con- 
veying a peculiar fenfe, although tranflated into 
another language. 

Is it faid,.that there can be no true religion with- 
out morality ?. It is cordially admitted. But it is 

jjno lefs worthy of attention, that there can be no 
true religion without faith. Boes^God require A^J; 
the worfliip of our underftandings, as well as of 
our wills and. pradlice ? This mode of preaching 
fets a mark of approbation on the focinian plan, 
of reducing fjr,ith to mere obedience It muft alfo 
be remembered, that there is no true morality 

F 3 without 
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without faith. Can “ the fruit.be good,” le' re ' 
“ the tree be made good?” Will men “ be careful - 
to maintain good works,” before they “ have be- 
lieved To attempt to reverfe matters) is to turn 
the whole of chriftianity upfide down. 

I am perfuaded, that upon the moft rigid exami- 
nation it will be found, that the practice of religi- 
ous and moral duties bears pace with the preaching ■ 
of the peculiar doftrines of chriftianity. Men may- 
affeft to reprefent that religion, w hich is the effedlt 
of fuch preaching, as of a gloomy caft-. But the 
queftion is* w'hether is it ftich religion as the biblc 
prefcribes ? That kind of religion,-which confifls' 
merely in hearing a fermon, or in receiving the fa- 
cramentSj but permits the negleft of all perfonaf 
and family duties, and an almoft unlimited compli- 
ance with the c-uftoms of the world, deferves not' 
the name. It was unknown to the primitive chrif- 
tians. To the heathen around, it feenjed “ ftrange 
that they would not run to the fame excefs of riot”- 
with them*. 

It is to be lamented, that the gofpel is purely 
preached in many places where there is very little- 
fruit. But ft ill, in a comparative point of view,' 
this kind of preaching wall be found to- be molt' 
Ufeful. In general, wherever the peculiar do&rines 

of 
* i Pet. iv. 4. 
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of the gofpel are moft faithfully preached, ond moft • 
firmly believed, men will not only be-moft regular* 
,in the duties of the firft table, but allb in thofe of ' 
;jthe fecond : and on the contrary, the negle£l or' 
jeon tempt of gofpel dodtrine is invariably productive < 
of the negleCt: of duty both to God and to man.. 
Is it to the want of moral preaching that we muft 
attribute^-the mournful and threatening increafe of 
profane fwearingj fabbath-breaking, drunkennefs,- 
uncleannefs of every kind, difhonefty, murder and. 
firhilar crimes? It is dOubtlefs in a great meafure 
owing to tiie want of the faithful preaching of thefe ' 
great truths of chriftianity which are revealed by 
God as the means of changing the heart: If thefe 
be negleCted, all the labour that men can beftow' 
in preachipg moral duties,- is merely like attacking 
the outworks', without any regard to the citadel.. 
The heart, as being the fource of ail outward evil,. 

’ muft be purified, before the Hfe can be pure. And- 
whatever way men may choofe, we are fure that- 

jjGod “ purifieth the heart through faith.” “ Hold-' 
mg the myftery of faith,” and “ a pure confcience,” 
are infeparably conjoined. 

You, who follow a different courfe, do not con- 
| fider that, while you are pruning the branches, 
B others are laying the axe to the root of the tree/ 
I.Socinians, little account as they make of faith, are 

far 
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far more zealous'in propagating the peculiar articles 
of their creedj than many who pretend to hold 
,their dottrines in abhorrence. You leave thofe, 
who are entrufted to your charge, without any 
fcriptural principles ; and thus give them up as a 
prey to thofe who “ compafs fea and land to make ' 
one prolelyte.” The fatal effefts of fuch a plan of 
preaching begin to be perceived even by tome of the 
dignitaries of the church of England. They fee that,. 
in their zeal to avoid puritanical principles, they 
have paved the way to focinianifm j nay, that by 
the encouragement given to a method of preach- 
ing which excludes the fundamental doftrines of 
chriftianity, the work of deifts has been half done.. 
Can any thing, indeed, more effeffually ferve the- 1 
caufe of infidelity ? Not only do you expofe thofe: j 
for whom you have to account, to the mlidiou*J 
attacks of deifts, without any of that armour which',' 
the knowledge of divine truth fupplies: but at « it 
firft inftance you provide thefe enemies of our faith, 
with an argument which confirms them in their 
dehifion, and which is peculiarly fuccefsful in gain- 
ing others. “ How can we believe,” do they fay,. 
« or why fhould we trouble ourfelves to enquire 
into that religion, the diftinguilhing doctrines of 
which its very minifters are alhamed to preach ?. 
They tell us nothing that we cannot learn from 

Socrates*' 
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?ocrates or.Plato. It is inconceivable that they; 
an believe a creed, which they evidently with to 

nfign to oblivion.” 
Let the minifters of Rome fhame you out of* 

uch conduct.. Amidft-all the corruptions of an-- 
tchrift, more of the peculiar doctrines of chriftiani- 
y are preached in fome popilh -churches than in 
:hers occupied by proteftants. Whatever you may ' 

onfider as the motive, their conduct is certainly1 

ar more confiftent than yours. Are you fincere- 
oroteftants ? Be not afiiamed, then, to preach thofe; 

octrines, which our great and godly reformers- 
•cached; which were the principal means of that 
diverance, the blefied fruits of w.deh we now en- 

Were men made worfe chriltians by their- 
[an of preaching, than they are by yours ? Do yon 
nagine that yours would make them as good* 
aartyrs ? Do you pretend to. be fucceflbrs of the 
foly apoftles ? VVlay, then, are you fuch ftrangers* 
b that refolution ; “ L determined not to know1 

ipy thing fave Jefus thrift, and him crucified 
Viiy dn you give reafon to fufpe<ft, that you are 
etermined to know any. thing but this ? In a word/ 

!o you call yourfelves the fervants of Jefus ? Why, 
ifen, do-you not preach fuch doftrims• as he did: 
^ Nlcodemus ? Are you afraid t>f the old reply; 
•How can thde things be r” But “ ihall the difci- 
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pie be above his mafter ?” Better that many IkoultL- 
b.e offended, th?m that all flmuld perifh in their 
fins. Be affured that if the gofpel, by your mi-* 
niftrations, be not to fome “ the favour of death,” i 
it will never be to others “ the favour of life.” f 

The worldty greatntfi.oi many, who are imeftectj 
with a facred character, is unfriendly to the inte-j 
refts of religion. I am far from fuppofing,. thatj 
minifters of the gofpel ought to be reduced to a.j 
ftate oi penury^ Forx though the temptation-, 
might not be fo great, this would "as really^ 
prove a temptation to them as the other extreme, 
Befides, there is a certain external refpe&ability o£^ 
character, which they ought to have it in their 
power to maintain. Without this, their infiruc- 
tions will, in a natural point of view, have lefs< 
weight. But there is a wide difference betweei 
fuch a decent mediocrity and that lordly fplendoui? 
which fame reckon ornamental to religion. Tc* 
one, who imagines that “ the kingdom of heaven’1 

appears in her greateft beauty and perfection, whend 
affimilated to the kingdoms of this world, it may,; !, 
be pleafant to fee a ininifter of the gofpel taking , 
place of a Duke. But when it is urged, that fuch i 
a plan is neceffary for the /uppert, or at leaft fo| ,, 
the recommendation of chriilianity, not a few .will ^ 

be : ' 
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lae In danger of entertaining a fufpicion, that it has 
fitertairjly fome great internal defefr. It is not e- 

aough, tliat the fufpicion refts on an infufficient 
ground. Thofe, who call themfelves the fervants 

Jefus, are under the ftrongeft obligations to do 
:very thing in their'power to avoid laying ftum- 
ding-blocks before others. It is vain to imagine 

Jjhat the external fplendour of minifters reconi- 
nends religion to the great. It may produce a 
greater degree of outward refpeft ho the individu- 
als who are thus diftinguilhed; but it will not 
nake religion itfelf appear more amiable. VVhat- 
ver outward refpe<ft they receive, the remarkable 
ontrafl: between the charadler of the Mafter and 
ff the fervants, muft occafionally ftrike the minds 

Sf perfons in various ranks : and the confequent 
npreffions will be by no means favourable to chrif- 
anity. Never hath the religion of Jefus appeaf- 
i fo lovely, never hath fhe won fo many hearti, 
s when recommended by no charms but thofe that 
jje peculiar to herfelf. For of her lovdlnefs it may 
*jily be laid, that it ! fNeeds not the foreign aid of ornament, 
1 But is, when unadorn’d, adorn’d the moll. 

?The dijhonejl fiibfcriptioti of creeds, articles, and 
Itifeffions, is another thing that gives great encou- 

ragement 
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ragement to infidelity. It is a mournful,'but an' 
unqueftionable faa, that, in various churches of [ 
the reformation, many enter into the office of the j 
holy miniftry, by fubfcribing, or by folemnly en-| 
gaging to teach doctrines, which they neither-beJ: 
lieve nor mean to teach. Would to God! thati 
.there was no reafon to fuppofe that this was thej 
conduA of the greateft part. When thofe, whoji 
have ’witnefifed their ordination vows, who havej 
heard them promife that they fhall teach, maintainJ 

.and defend thefe doArines, as they fhall anfwer to|| 
the Lord Jefus at his appearing, obferve that they| 
.immediately begin to decry them, and to inculcateij 
others diametrically oppofite; what muft they think! 
of fuch men ? 

Were this the only conference, the damag* 
would be far lefs. But while they know that theitj; 
teachers aA lb unworthy a part, what benefit canli 
they receive from their inltruAions, evfti wheffl; 
they may be unexceptionable ? However, they ar® 
not merely, prejudiced againft fuch unworthy tcachd 
ers. From the depravity of the human mind, the® 
are naturally difpofed to transfer the faults of pn* 
f Tors, and eipecially of tninifters, to religion itfell 
When they percewe fuch conduA in their fpintu# 
guides, they do not ftop fhort at the-idea of relighf 
having no hold of them. They unjudly infer th| 
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it is wholly a fyftem of deception. When they fee 
men, who have devoted their lives to theological 
inquiries, playing faft and ioofe with what they call 

tthe doElrines of falvatwn, they haftily conclude that 
it-is not worth while to give them any ferious at- 
tention. 

But the fatal influence of this conduct reaches 
ftill farther. It directly tends to corrupt the mo-, 
rals of thofe under their charge. When they find 
their teachers, in the whole of their public inftruc-. 
tions, boldly trampling on the moft folemn ties, are 
they not under* a powerful temptation to imitate 
their conduct ? If they confider their fpiritual lead- 
ers as enfamples, v/hat regard will they have to the 
ftrongeft bonds of fociety ? What eftimate will they 
form of the heaven-daring crime of perjury ? They 

Ifwill doubtlefs flatter themfelves with the idea, that, 
although they were chargeable with it, they would 
be far lefs guilty than their guides. 

From a conviftion of the fatal influence of fuch 
jtonduft, the prefent king of Pruffia, in his edidl: 
toncerning religion, difeharges it under fevere pe- 
nalties. Speaking of the three different confef- 
|ons, the Reformed, Lutheran and Roman Ca- 
holic, “ Every teacher of chriftianity,” he fays, 
f in our dominions, who belongs to any of thefe 
anfeffions, muft teach agreeably to the eftablMfred 

G doflrjnef 
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doftrines contained in it; for to this he is bound 
by his office, his duty, and the condition under ‘which ■ 
he was placed in his particular charge. They who 
teach otherwife are puniffiable by the laws of the 
land, and can, with no propriety, any longer retain | 
their fun&icns. We cheerfully allow the clergy in i 
our dominions the fame liberty of confidence with 
the reft of our fubje&s, and are far from offering 
the leaft violence to their inward convictions. The 
teacher who is convinced that the fcheme of doc- | 
trine contained in his confeffion is wrong, may, at < 
his own peril, retain -this conviction undifturbed; | 
for we arrogate to ourfetVes no dominion over his f 
confcience. Only, according to his own confcienee, he 111 
mujl ceafe to he a teacher of his church. He muft lay fll 
down an office, for which, from his change of fen- l 
timents, he feels himfelf ufelefs and unqualified j j 
for the dodtrine of a church muft not vary accor- 
ding to the prefent perfuafion of this or the other 
clergyman 

You, who fubfcribe confeffions which you do not 
believe, and fwear to dodtrines which you neverv< 
meant to preach, would in vain attempt to palliate* 
your conduCt by the plea of neceffity. If you en-1 
ter into the miniftry, “ neceffity is,” indeed, “ laidf 
upon you, and wo is unto you if you preach nolM 

thd 
* Edict, 9th July 1788. Dr Erlkine’s Sketches, p.' 96. 
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the gofpel” But you can be under no neceffity of 
entering into a church, whofe doctrines you dilbe- 
lieve; unlefs it be that of the poilerity of Eli, a- 
gainft whom it Was denounced as a curfe, that they 
fliould comc and crouch for a piece of jfiiver, and 
^ morfel of bread, and fay. Put me (I pray thee) 
into one of the prieft’s offices, that I may eat a 
piece of bread f.” Can the moft unbounded cha- 
rity conclude that you are aftuated by a real con- 
cern for the glory of Chrift, in the falvation of 
precious fouls, if you enter into office, j^y calling 
upon him to witnefs a falffiood ; if the fir ft aft of 
your miniftry be a virtual abjuration of the very 
grounds on which you have been intruded with it? 

Lay not the blame of your conduit on creeds 
and confeffions. Attempt not to vindicate your- 
felves, by complaining that thefe are a yoke of bon- 

; dage. They gall thofe only whom they ought to 
gall,—men who with to eat the bread of a church 
whofe principles they difbelieve. Shall not the 
church have the fame 1 iberty with every other fociety ? 
ijDoes not every civil community under heaven der 
frnand obedience to her laws ? If thefe are deemed 
ppprcffive, the individual may change his fttuation. 
But was it ever fuppofed, that a civil fociety ought 
to conform her confutation to the humour of evo 
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*y individual; or leave it abfolutely indefinite, that I 
every individual might endeavour ta mould it ac» | 
cording to his own fancy ? There never was a fo- I 
ciety on earth, in which unity was fb neeeffary, as | 
in the church of God. It is one of her diftinguifh- j 
ing ehannfters, that, though the confifts of many, j 
they are “ all one body, and one bread,” have 1 u one faith, one hope, one baptifm.” The very | 
defign of her. formation, is, that all her true mem- 1 
bers may eventually “ be one.” In this ccnliils . 
their fupreme perfeflion, not merely in unity of 
practice, bat in “ the unity of the faith.” Were^ 
ihe divided againft herfelf, (lie could not ftand.l 
When one minifter decries what another maintains, , 
£fpecially with refpefl to the great doflrines of | 
thriftianity, it defeats the very end of a church* I 
Bate, produces divifions and animofnies among 
thofe who are taught, plunges their .mmds- into tha ' 
moft difagreeable uncertainty in matters of faith,, 
relaxes their notions as to moral duty, and prepares 
them for the derilal of all revelation. A church j 
tnay alter her Formula, if fhe pleafes. But no in- 
dividual can juftly complain that fubfeription is an 
embargo laid on his canfcience, while he is at li- 
berty to connect himfelf with another church, 
whofe principles are more agreeable to him, or to 
endeavour to form one entirely cn his. own plan. 

ru| 
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But there is every reafon to fufpe£t, that the 

bondage complained of does not.lie in fiibfcription, 
abftraftly viewed, but in fubfcription to the articles 

*1 of a church which poTefies the beft emoluments. 
IJow far civil eftablifhments of religion are expe- 
dient, or confiftent with the character of the New 
Teftament difpenfation, it is not the proper place 
to enquire. One thing can fcarcely be denied. 
They have often proved an inlet to fuch difhonefty. 
in facred tranfattions, aswould render men infamous 
in thofe that are merely civil. The fatal influence 
of fuch duplicity is fufficiently demonftrated by this 
very circumftance, that it fcarcely affixes any {tain 
to character, or deprives a man of confidence in ci- 
vil concerns. The frequency of the evil has gra- 
dually.produced an indifference to its enormity, by 
effacing impreffions of refponfibility to the Judge 
of the univerfe. The man, who is kndwn to fwear 
to a falfhood in the affairs of this life, is fhunned 
by fociety. But he, who is known folemnly to 

‘wow his adherence to what he difbelieves in reli- 
gious matters, is accounted a wifer, if not a better 
man, than one who would fhudder at fuch villany. 

•Men have been fo accuftomed to fee thofe who are 
;«ntrufted with the charge of their fouls deal falfely 
in fpiritual concerns, that they fcarcely pafs a thought 

►n the fubjett. “ What can the poor men do ?” 
*G 3. may 
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may they fay. “ They cannot otherwife obtain tl e^. 

£7 ^/'living.” -h-b furprifing that men ihould be difpo- 
fed to indulge the idea* fb natural to them, that 
their fouls are of very little value, when they fee 
thofe who pretend to “watch for fouls, as they 
that muft give an account,” fo indifferent not only 
to theirs,, but to their own ? 

Even thole who bona fide fubfcribe the doclrines- 
of a church, may be involved in the guilt of this 
aggravated difhorfefty. They muft be fo, if they ufe- 
not every fcriptural mean for exoneration. If they' 
have fufficient evidence that others, in communion- 
with them, a<ft a difhoneft part, they are under in- 
difpenfable obligations to endeavour their con vie— 
tfon. For no command can be more exprefs than 
that; “ Thou fhalt not fuffer fin upon thy brother.5’ 
If, after the produ&ion of fufficient evidence, the 
majority retain fuch men in communion, if they 
perfift in this courfte, and refufe to be reclaimed j: | 
then undoubtedly, thofe who adhere to the prin- 
ciples of the church ought to liften to the language- 
of infpiration : “ Now, we command you, brethren,, ; 
in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that you with- 
draw yourfelves from every brother that walketh. 
diforderly, and not after the tradition which he re- 
ceived of us*.” The obligation of the duty can- 

not 
3 Theff. iii. 6. 
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not be affefted by number. If there be any diffe- 
rence, the greater the number of thofe who “ walk 
sdiforderly,” the greater muff be the neceffity of 

withdrawing from” them. For the truth muff 
ibe expofed to danger, in proportion to..the nupaber • 
#f its aflailants. 

' The brattice of many who are inveffed with a fa- 
tred charafter, does unfpeakable hurt to reli- 
gion. They go as far as others in the fafhion- 
able follies, which diffipate the minds of men, and’ 
"banifh all ferious refle&ion. In company they 
feem ardently to wifh that their charafter IhouLf 
be forgotten ; left it {hould throw its faddening 
gloom over the joyful groupe, by giving birth tor 

one thought worthy of an immortal being. The1 

jightnefs of their conduct would fometimes fuggefr, 
that they are afraid of being thought ferious irr 
•what they are under the neceffity1 of doing once a 
week. They can join with others, in laughing at 
^he unpleafant campaign, when the -fatigu:s of it 
ijire over. That unfashionable book, the B:b!e> 
hangs as a mill-llone around their necks, one day 
in feven. But they have ample reftitution ; as they 
ate indebted to it for many fprightly failles of wit, 
during the other fix. 

Nay, 
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Nay, perhaps the preacher retires from the puM 

pit to the dining-room, to fpsnd the evening with,1. 
My Lord) or with the Squire. Soon does the work J 
of the Sabbath Rein as “a tale that hath beena 
told.” He joins in the frivolous or mirthful con-J 

verfation of a giddy company j and fee ms fully as * 
much in earned: in attempting to efface, as he was! 
a little before in attempting to make any ferious i 
impreffions-on the minds.of his hearers. As he has i 
evidently left all his religion fa the pulpit, his con-J 
duff feems, to the reft of the company, a fufEcientv 
apology for leaving theirs in their pews. It is ex-' 
pe£ted that, on the day of facred reft, he fhall re-- 
gularly take his feat at tills table j as if his prefence ' 
were deemed necefTarjyto.fanciion the total oblivi-J 
on of tkoie-feered fervices in which he has prefided.J 

Can it be refufed, that many, who call them-^ 
felves the fervants of-God, not only hear his name! 
profaned by others, without giving the fmalleft tef-- 
timony of their difapprobation, but even dare to! 
profane it themfelves ? Yet thefe are the men, per- 
haps, who pretend the greateft zeal for morality,. 
and who traduce the preaching of the gofpel, as if 
it « made void the law.” But fuch inconliftency 
plainly fhews, that with them morality is a mere ’ 
name. Tor he that hath faid, Thou ftialt not fteal^ 
hath alfo faid, Thou fhalt not take the name of:’ 

the 
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kshe Lord thy God in vain. Now, if thou doft not 
■fteal, yet if thou profane the name of God, “ thou- 
r'art become a tranfgreflbr of the law.” Does the 
5one precept reft on any better foundation than the 
other ? Or hath God given men a right to difpenfe 
jwith thofe precepts which, immediately refpe£t our 
duty to him, while he hath indilpenfably bound us 
to thofe which regard our neighbour ? 

Some, it may. be fuppofed, make what they know 
to be undue compliances, from-the fear of offend- 
ing. They imagine that ftiffnefs, in matters com- 
paratively of lefs moment, may prejudice others 
with refpett to thofe of the greateft. But they firft 
iihjure themfelves, by doing what they know to be 
wrong. For a man ought, in no inftance, to make 
a facrifice of his confcience. They even, prepare 

Ethemfelves for another fnare; and moft probablyj 
for a more dangerous one. For one finful compli- 
ance naturally paves ’ the way for another. They 
|alfo injure thofe whom they mean to gain. Inftead 
©f gaining, they prejudice them. For when they 

, lobferve a religious perfon make one lacrifice, the*/ 
Conclude that, were the temptation fufficiently 
powerful, he would with equal eafe make a fa? 
tereater one. They are eager to believe, that it is 
|>nly fear, or intereft, which prevents him from 
going as far as the ml elves. Worldly men are ama- 

zingly 
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zingly acute in perceiving any impropriety in the-.; 
conduct of thofe who~aiTume a religious profeQion.J 
Gonfcience tells them what inch men ought to be^j 
by the demands it at times makes on themfeivesJ 
Therefore, when they perceive perfons of this de- 
fcription relax, they are anxious to filence the voice .; 
of confeience, by appealing to their condu£I, as a 
proof that its claims are unjuft; or at leaft, that 
themfelves are excufable in neglecting them, while, 
they have the famftion of fuch an example. The ! 
unbending dignity of confcious redlitude is in a hu- ; 
man refpedt, the beft fafeguard of our own charac—; 
ter, and the moft genuine kiudnefs to others. 

I am far from fuppofing that infidelity prevails 
as much among the proteftant clergy, as many a7J 
vowed deifts pretend. The adverfaries of chrifti- ' 
anity wifh to perfuade themfelves, and to perfuade 
others, that very few of its profeflbrs are fincere... 
Thus they endeavour to fiience confcicnce, to con- 
firm their unbelief, and to apologize for their con- 
duct to the world. If they can propagate the idea,, 
that even the minifters of religion are fecretly on 
their fide, it feen\s to give peculiar ftrength to their 
apology, and proves a more effe&ual fnare to others. 
But there is every reafon to fear, that not a few, 
who call themfelves minifters of Chrift, have given 
top much cccafion for thefe injurious refledtiors. 

YVc, 
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We need not pafs over to the continent for proofs 
pf this. It is well known that, in Germany, many 
proteftant minifters preach the doctrines of infide- 
lity ; and, from the inconfifiency of their profef- 
lion with their fyftem, have received the felf-con- 
tradiftory designation of Chrijlian Dejis. It is no 
lefs openly taught in our own country, that the 
*vay of reconciliation with God is made known by 
the light of nature, though not fo clearly as by the 
gofpel. But this doctrine is a virtual renunciation 
of chriftianity. It not only gives the lie to the uni- 
form teftimony of fcripture, but gives up to deifts 
:he main point of controverfy with them,—whe- 
her the light of nature be a fufScient guide to hap- 

pinefs ? 
It may be feared, however, that infidelity has 

received ftill more fupport, from many of the pro- 
effed minifters of religion, in private or fecret. 
The manner in which men of the world fpeak of 

a he clergy, affords reafon to iufpeft, that fome of 
1 t^iem, if they do not plainly difavow chriftianity, 

a their convivial moment-s, aft fuch a part as to 
$jve every reafon to fuppofe that they are infincere 

I n their profeflion ; that, if they do not appear as 
lats enemies, they are afhamed to ftahd forth as its i’riends. They perhaps join in the laugh of the 
jcorner, or filently hear its moft previous doftrines 

traduced 
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traduced or ridiculed. They may flatter tlieitt'-j 
{elves with the reflexion, that in company they 
appear only as gentlemen, no’t as clergymen. Do 
they mean that, in occ&fional intercourfe with the 
world, they have no call to the difcharge of the, 
peculiar duties of their office ? There can be no ob-1 
je&ion to the idea. But is it meant, that in com-] 
pany they are entirely to forget that they are mini- 
fters of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift ? If fo, there is; 
no propriety in the diftimSUon which he made, for 
regulating the conduct of his fervants. They are] 
not only in the world, but they may be s/'it. Will, 
the fervant of an earthly king, unlefs he be a trai-B 
tor, patiently fit and hear his mafter difhonoured ? jii 
Will he pleafe himfelf with the frivolous diftinc-M 
tion, that he appears -in company as a gentleman,*]* 
and not as a foklier ? He would fcorn the defph 
cable fubterfuge, Nay, where is the lacquey, who 
will fit to hear that man abufed, whofe bread he 
eats, and whofe livery he wears ? What would his 
maker, what would fociety think of fuch a fervaht? 

Modern divines may pleafe themfelves in ridi-i 
culing the'ftarchnefs of their predeceflbrs. No^ 
thing, indee-d, is snore contemptible than grimacfl) 
or affedted aufterity. True religion fcorns fuch re-% 
commendation. But, in an age like this, propriety 
may pafs for prieftcraft, and honefly for unreafpnl 

abll 



ALARM TO BRITAIN. 85 
Rble ftiffnefs. Were the clergy of former times 
jlefs refpeclable, becaufe they vrould not fit in com- 
pany where the name of God was profaned, or 

Sjdrink fuch toafts as, though veiled perhaps under 
?the appearance of a compliment to the clergy, ne- 
ceffarily imply the grofleft and moft daring infult ;that can be offered to them, to religion, and to 
jdecency ? Certain Tam, their conduft fecured them 

refpeil, and acquired them an influence, within 
: :the limits of their ftation, quite unknown to their 

:l more courtly fucceflbrs. Am I told, that there is 
a great difference of times ? It is admitted. But 
to what is it in a great meafure owing? I fear, it 
cannot be denied that infidelity, in its progreis in 
this country, has kept pace with what has been de- 

omominated the moderate of the clergy. 
There is every reafon to fuppofe that the Law of 

Patronage has had a baleful influence on the cleri- 
i cal character. They, who from their very initia- 

tion into theological ftudies, have been accuftomcd 
jp look up to the great, as thofe who can alone 
iave it in their power to give them a comfortable 
ibfiftence for life, are under a ftrong temptation to 
mnive at their vices, if not to copy them. Such 

•«ftate of dependance muft alfo eventually degrade 
ic minifterial chara&er, in the eyes of thofe who 
>ffefs fuch undue influence in ecclefiaftical con- 

cerns 
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cerns. It is very natural for men of rank, to fptira 
at the idea of reproof from thofe whom they indig«.- 
nahtly confider as their own creatures. 

C H A P. W. 
The relaxation or perverfton of church-difciplmc. Re- 

ligious te/ls, as qualifying men for civil offices. Ce-\ 
remonies of human invention in the -worfsip of God. 
Infuence of human authority in matters of religion. : 

r\ HE relaxation or perverfion of church-difciplint 
is alfo productive of the word confequences. God, 
in his infinite wifdqm, hath feen it neceflary to 
“ fence his vineyard.” When he vifits it with' 
judgments for unfruitfulnefs, the firft that he ii 
fli£ts is that of-removing this fence* “ I will take 
away the hedge thereof, and it fhall be eaten up 
For this is the mean by which he preferves it fromS 

'the “ boar out of the wood, and the wild beaft of th< 
field.” But are not fome of the proteftant churches 
evidently under this judgment ? How earned: foi 
ever individuals may be in attempting to prefers 

-^r repair the hedge, is it not undeniable that by 
Tar the greater part of ecclefiaftical judicatories adi 

Ifaiah v. 2, 5, 
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ifrrit thofe, who are impure as boars, and untame- 
able as wild heap, to enter into the vineyard ? 
I fpeak of thofe who are openly fo: for the pure ft 
church cannot guard againft hypocrites. . . . 
 ' Diiciplinc may, 

perhaps, be exercifed with refpedf to thofe who 
break the feventh or the eighth precept of the law.. 

iiBut are not profane fwearers, fabbath-breakers, 
drunkards, and the like, permitted to eat of the 
bread of children ? 

Is not church-difcipline often commuted for mo- 
ney ? He, who is able or willing to pay a fine for 
his tranfgrefiion, is either entirely freed from dif- 
cipline, or fuffered to efcape from its rigour.' It 
may be faid perhaps, that the law of the land or- 
dains the payment of certain fines for certain tranf- 

Mgreffions which come under cognizance of the 
church. But in what part of feripture hath Chrift 
ippointed his minifters to exaft fines, or to infliift 
ny kind of civil penalty ? If the ftate fees meet to 

yunifti men, confidered as members of civil fociety, 
l|br particular offences which may be at the fame 
rime cognizeable by the church, does this give a war- 
rant to churchmen to aft as the officers of the ftate 
U lifting her fines; or does it fuperfede the necef- 
pty of that fpiritual cenfure which Chrift hath in- 
rituted in his word ? Whatever apologies may be 

H 2 made 



ALARM TO BRITAIN. 83 
made for this practice, it acknowledges no higher. 1 
authority than that of the church of Rome, who.'® 
hath long made a trade of felling indulgences, par- ■ 
dons.and abfolutions. It is a mournful reflexion,. 9 
that any, who call themfelwes proteftants, fhould | 
make fo near an approach to a praftiee, the enor* S 
mity of which was the firit thing that excited the 1 
great Luther to a conflderation of the neteffity of '1 
reformation. 

Is it furpriiing that fuch conduft fhould provef ■ 
an occaflon of hardening to infidels, or a fnare to 9 
thofe who have no fixed principles ? Such men^ 9 
firft, difhelieve the fincerity of thofe who pretend. 9 
that Chrifi hath appointed a difcipline for his a 
church, and yet regulate this-according to the prica 1 
paid to judicatories. Then, they proceed to laugh 
at the whole fyftem of religion, which feems to 
have fo little influence on its moft zealous advocates. 

In the church of England, the name of difciplins 
is hardly known. Let us attend'to the language of 
an acute writer on this fubjecl. “ If the prieftde-; 
nies the facrament to the moft infamous finner 
dwelling in his parifh, if the man, upon an appeal 
to the ecclefiaftical court can fecure the: favour of 
the Lay-chancellor, he may lecurely defy both the 
minifter and the bifhop to keep him from thd 
Lord’s table. The^chancdlor’frdetermination fhallj 

it and] 
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ftand hi law, though contrary to the bifliop’s ; and 
the minifter be liable to a fufpenlion, for refufing 

; compliance; and if he is contumacious, and will 
I not give the man the facrament, even to excom- 
munication.—Is not the chancellor fupreme and 
uncontrouled in his court, not liable to be reltrain- 
ed or directed by the bifhop in his judicial proceed- 

iings? Does he not finally and abfolutely deter- 
mine on cafes of excommunication j and fovereignly 
diredt who fhall be received to, and who call: out 
from chriftian fellowlhip and worlhip at the tablfr 
of the Lord* r” 

Religious tefis in general, as qualifying men for 
civil offices, are evidently inconfiftent with the na- 

'tural rights of men. All, who are good member^ 
of fociety, are not only entitled to protedtion, but- 
ought to have equal opportunities of contributing 
to the benefit of fociety, how much foever they 
may differ as to religious fentiments. But forr.e 
tells are far more objedlienable than others. To 
inake the celebration of a divine ordinance, efpe- 
icially if it be one 'of the facraments of the New 
Tc 1 cament, an indifpenfable qualification for ad- 
imiffion to civil or military trull, is to lay men un- 
ifier a powertul temptation to profane that which is 

H 3 holy.. 
* Diflenting Gentleman’s Letters to Mr White, p. 6<j} ts. Ed. Lond. 1767. 
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holy.. If a man be in ah unrenewed ftate, he mu(B 
either forfeit his natural right,, or fubjeft himfelf 
to an additional load of guilt for eternity, by being 
“ guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.” If 
the moft folemn duty of our holy religion he ad- 
miniftered merely as a paflport.for “ eating a piece 
of bread,” it muft tend to confirm many in their 
fufpicions, that religion is entirely a political de- 
vice, framed and managed in fubfervieney to the 
interefts of the ruling party. 

If the participation of this^ ordinance be not on- 
ly required as an indifpenfable qualification, but if 
it be neceffary that it Ihould be celebrated in one - 
particular form, which form may appear unlawful 
to many valuable members of fociety •, the grievance 
is ftill greater, and.the confequences muft be more : 
pernicious. For as we have no right to fiicrifice to 
fellow-men what is matter of confcience, there is 
not only the danger of profaning a divine ordinance, 
but a temptation-to deal unfaithfully towards God, 
by pretending to do that as duty which confcience 
declares to be fin. 

The ufe of ceremonies of human invention, in the 
worfliip of God, has a fatal influence with refpeft 
to the interefts of religion. They are unacceptable 
to God. For he fays; “ In vain do they worftjip 
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(me, teaching the commandments of men*.” There- 
fore, thofe who believe revelation can derive no be- 
nefit from fnch ordinances; becaufe they aredef- 
^itute of the impulfe of divine authority.- Theii* 
i|j*ropriety has been urged, from the confideration of 
“their gaining carnal men who are captivated by exa 
ternal fhew. But it is fufficient to obferve, that 
(this is not one of the means which God hath 
inftituted. for captivating men to the obedience cf 
Ghriil. The ufe of fuch ceremonies confirms de- 

jifts in their idea, that religion is wholly a human 
( device. It tends to prejudice thofe who are in a 
ftate of fcepticifm or uncertainty. If it do not pre- 
judice them againft chriftianity itfelf, it certainly 
gives them an unfavourable impreffion with refpeft 
to its minifters : and with thofe who will-not give 
themfelves the trouble of a rigid fcrutiny, thefe 

i two are very nearly allied. Now, this fatal influ- 
] ?ence increafes in proportion to the progrefs of hu- 

5man knowledge. 
-y The tendency of the mummery of the church of 
“Rome has been already confidered. Would to 
?God, the charge were confined to this church. It 
feannot be refufed, that many of the ceremonies 
febferved in the church of England, have been bor- 

I rowed from the church of Rome; or rather, have 
been 

> Mat. xv. 9. 
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been unwarrantably retained, when her impure'! 
communion was renounced. I beg leave to infert. 
the refie&ions of the intelligent writer laft quoted,, 
merely on one of thefe, viz. the burial- rvhe. 
After obferving that there are only three cafes, in' 
which that church refufes this folemn olHce,—tO' 
thofe who die unbaptifed, to felf-murderers, and 
to thofe who are under the fentence of the greater 
excommunication, he fubjoins, “ As for ad other 
perfons who are brought to the church-yard, it 
very ftriftly commands'you,-even under pain of 
fufpenfton, by canon Ixviii, that you ufe over 
them the form prefer bed by the common-prayer.. 
Now, hence it comes to pafs, that over fome of 
the molt abandoned and profligate of mankind# 
over men who have been cut down in a courfe of 
open impiety by a ft: iden and untimely death ; or 
who even fell by the hand of juftice, for fome black; 
and atrocious crime ; over thefe, I fay, your church,, 
and I fay-dt with aftonilhment, directs and com- 
mands you molt folemnly to declare, That ‘ al- 
mighty God of his great mercy hzs taken to himfelf 
the foul of this your dear brother ! You give God 
hearty thanks that it hath pleafed him to deliver 
him out of the miferies of this finful world ! and 
you pray God, thar when you yourfelves (hall de- 
part out Of this life, you may reji in Chrift, as your 

hope. 
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( hope as this your brother doth.’ This is what your 

:| phurch commands you folemnly to fay over every 
i perfon brought to be buried, the three-cafes above 
( Excepted. So that if the man happened to be killedf 
- jn the very a£t of committing murder, adultery, op 

a rape; or for either of thefe crimes dies upon the 
| fallows an impenitent hardened wretch, whottv 
s Vengeance fuffered not to live ; yet concerning him. 

you are to declare, that ‘ almighty God hath in great 
'mercy taken him to'himfelfthough he died a vie- 

rj tim to public juftice, and was taken away in wrath. 
you are to ‘ give God hearty thanks that he has 

l|caken this your brother out of the miferies of this 
! ifinful worldthough you have the ftrongeft reafon 

KO believe that he is gone down to realms of great- 
er mifery below. And you< are to profefs before 

j God, that ‘ you hope the man in Chrijiy and 
|,y>ray that you yourfelves may reft in Chrift in the 

1 fame manner as this your brother doth : when you 
have all the grounds in the world to think that he 

; ^ied in his fins, and is therefore not gone to be with 
1 Chrijl, v/hece nothing that is defiled can ever be 
i admitted. 

“ Strange ! and extremely Blocking ! what can 
> the people thinks Sir ! what muft infidels and dtifis 

(think! when they hear you in the morning de»- 
-j jouncing from the feriptures certain death and de- 

ftructioe 
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ftru&iori from tlie prefence of God, to all viciovuS 
and corrupt perfons; and alluring them that witbi 
out holinefs no man Jhallfee the Lord: but in tne e- 
vening, from the common-prayer, fhall Lear youj 
the fame perfon> declaring before God your hope of; 
the eternal happinefs of one of the mod: debauchedj 
and profligate men your parilh affords ; and fend- 
ing him hence with all the lofty expreflions of con-' 
Science and hope, as- you would a perfon of the- 
molt Ihining and exemplary life. 

“ Do you imagine. Sir, people do not think i s 
Can you wonder deism prevails i That the prielt-j 
hood is ridiculed ? And that your good fermons ard 
no more cffe£hial to reform a corrupt world ? To! 
me this appears (and doubtlefs it does the fame tcr 
thoufands of your own church) a molt indecent] 
proftitution of yourfacred character and office-, a 
trifling and prevarication in things of everlaltingl 
moment j and a fatal fnare to the fouls of men y 
who feeing their debauched neighbour difmiffed to. 
the other world with fuch confidence of his good] 
eftate, fupprefs their juft fears, and fay, I Jhalti^ 
have peace, though I add drunkennefs to th 'irji 

The influence of human authority, indeed, whe- 
ther as to faith or practice, is highly injurious td-.j 

the- 
mrenting Gentlemen’s Letters, p. 63— 
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ie interefts of religion. We fee how blindly the 
k-eat body of the Jews were attached to “ the tra- 
itions of the elders,” and to what a non-entity 
iis attachment reduced their religious fyftem. 
o the fame influence has the great apoftacy in 
ie chriftian church been in a great meafure owing, 
'rom an undue regard to the memory of faints 
nd martyrs, did the idolatry of the church of 
.ome originate. Having fuch beacons placed be- 
5re their eyes, proteftant minifters cannot be too 
.utious in guarding thofe committed to their 
large, againft receiving any thing in religion on 
ae authority of any man, or of any church. The 
hfluence of.tr-aditions is oflenfive to God, and noxi- 
ais to the church; not becaufe they are of Tewifh 

Si' popifli origin, but becaufe they are « the tra li- 
ons of men.” The piety of the men from whom 

j aey have originated, is no apology or recommen- 
ation whatfoever. Many of the Jewifli elders and 
iriftian fathers were as pious men as . any who 
ijive appeared in later ages. It is enough if they 

the traditions of men,—and not after Chrift.1 

I a this cafe, the church is certainly fpoiled by 
icm The effect is the fame, if dodlrines or 
■aftices, in themfelves agreeable to the word cf 
od, be received rather on the ground of cuftom'. 

* Col. ii. 8. 
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or of human authority, than on that of divine re- 
velation. For in this cafe, the faith 'of the' receh 
■vers “ hands in the wifdom of men,” and not “ ir 
the power of God 

Such is the weaknefs of the human mind, that 
it feems to have a great pronenefs to idolize anti- 
quity. We need fcarcely wonder that unenlight- 
ened heathens worfhip their anceftors. For the 
root of this folly feems to be entwined around ouu 
fallen nature. But what is falfe in itfelf can never 
lofe the lead; degree of its falfity, by univerfal recep- 
tion, or by the faith of thoufands of generations. 
Nor can truth receive additional value, luftre on 
authority from age. It is immutably the fame* 
without the lead: reipeft to time. The truth that 
was unknown till yefterday, is as venerable as that 
which has been known and believed ixnce the 
deluge. 

The church of Rome has been juftly ridiculed 
ibr her .pretence of infallibility. But it can fcarcejj 
Jy be refufed, that other churches, though thejjl 
have renounced this abfurdity, have manifeftefl 
ibmewhat of a blind attachment to what -theyhavC: 
.once admitted into their fyftem or adminiftrationJ 
Too often have they feemed to confider the idea: 
of altering any thing, that has -been once adopted^ 
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as Tacrildgious. The raillery of one of our mo ft 
elegant writers, in a ludicrous epiftle addreffed to 
the pope, has not been entirely without founda- 
tion. “ Your Holinefs” he fays, “ is not perhaps 
aware, how near the churches of us proteftants 
have at length come to thofe privileges and perfec- 
tions, which you boaft of as peculiar to your own. 
;So near, that many of the moft quick-lighted and 
iftgacious perfonsr have not been able to difcover 
any other difference between us, as to the main 
principle of all doctrine, government,.worihip and 
difcipline, but this one; viz. that You cannot err 
in any thing, and We never ^5. That is, in other 
words, that You are infallible, and We always in 
the right. We cannot but efteem the advantage 
to be exceedingly on our lide, in this cafe, becaufe 
we have all the heiJefits of infallibility, without the 
jibfurdity of pretending to it; and without the un- 
eafy talk of maintaining a point fo (hocking to the 
mderftanding of mankind. And you muft par- 
|lon us, if we cannot help thinking it to be as great 
nd as glorious a privilege in us, to be always in 
he right, without the'pretence to infallibility, as 

i t can be in you, to be always in the wrong with it. 
—Tiie reafon, therefore, why we do not openly 

f 4 up an infallibility, is becaufe we can do without 
h Authority refuits as weh fiom i.ow.r, as from 

I right; 
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right: and a majority'.of- Votes is as ftrong a fomw 
dation for it, as infailibiUty> itfdf. Councils that 
tftay err,- never do, &c. *” ' 

I have tranfcribed the 'language of this witty 
writer, in order to thew hbw neceflary it is for 
•church-men to exercife the greateft care, that they 
do not in any inftance praEllcaUy embrace an abfmv 
dity, which they profejfiomlly rejedt with detefta- 
tion. Even good and confcientious men may be 
fhggered at the idea of any innovation, from the 
difficulty of fixing proper limits, and from the 
danger of making the lefs judicious hefitate as to 
the whole of their fyftem. But truth is never an 
innovation. Error alone deferves this name ; and 

/is ft ill an innovation, however ancient. If anyre-j 
gard a dodtrine or pradtice, merely becaufe it has 
the fanaion of antiquity, and are determined 
therefore to adhere to it, without trying whethei 
it be true-or falfe ; their faith cannot be too foon j 
ihaken; for it is deftitute of any proper foundation. 

But it may be feared that pride often lies at th< 
root of this rigid adherence fo what has been ond 
adopted* The bed men are iubjedt to the failing 
of humanity, and may be unwilling to corifefs tha 
themfelves, or their predecefTors, have been in an 

infiancJ 
* Sir Richard Steele’s Account of the Roir.an-CathoBj 

,Religion, Introd. p. ii—iv. 
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inftance milled. But this fpecies of pride, l b- evs- 
ry other, defeats its own ends. Thofe, who re- 
ifufe to acknowledge'an evident error or miftake, 
\i.uftly forfeit that refpecfability which they vainly 
court by thtir obftinacy. Candour will always re- 
pomriiend itfelf to ingenuous minds. It is certainly 
the fpirit of the gofpel. We fee with what ami- 
lable fimplicity and integrity the Apolfle Peter con- 
Teffes his error with refpeft to holding communion 
[with the-Gentiles, whfen once he had difcovered 

h And fuch a confeliion was hjs glory. When 
:n of intidel minds perceive a contrary temper, 

[they are hardened in their opposition to the truth. 
[They reprefent all religions as alike, and the cler- 
|gy of every communion as confpiring to Hoodwink 
the multitude. Difcerning men, who are in doubt, 
arc prejudiced the. truth, inftead of being 

(gained by fuch conduct. They perceive its direct 
contradiction to the profeffion ol all the protehant 
churches,—that “ all fynods or councils (ince the 
ppoftles times, whether general or particular, may 
ferr, and many have erred j” and therefore, “ that 
they are not to be made the rule of faith or prac- 

tice, but to be ufed as an-help in both f.” On the 
bther hand, an ingenuous confellion of what is 

I 2 found 
* Afts x.'a8, 39, 34. 
f Cor.f. of Faith, ch. 31. fed. 4. 
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found to be untenable, tends at leaft to imprefs the; 
minds of others, with a conviction of the integrity 
of thofe who make it. ihe oppofite condudt, 
though perhaps meant for ,the advantage of the 
multitude, is very unfriendly to them. For it re- 
tains them under the yoke of error and delufionc 
Betides, it lays a great ftumbling-block in theit. 
way. For if they difcern that, in any inftance*. 
their fpirkual inftructors endeavour to conceal the 
truth from them, they immediately take the a-, 
larm, and are in danger of fufpe&ing that the con-; 
cealment is far more extentiv e than it really is, and 
of throwing afide the whole of their profeffionj 
without any further inquiry. Let all proteftantsj 
carefully remember, that, although a church may, 
in a comparative point of view, be juRly called re- 

farmal, the pure ft church, fince the apoftolic agey 
hath only been, in ftria propriety of language, a; 
church aiming at reformation- 

While human authority within the church is of 
fo noxious a tendency, that which is of an extra* 
news kind cannot furely be viewed with a more fa- 
vourable eye. Our Lord hath exprefsly declared 
that his kingdom “ is- not o'f this world.” There<j 
Lore, although all who belong to his kingdom ar« 
alfo members of civil fociety, and bound to fubmit 
to that chil authority under which they are provi- denthlly 
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dentially placed, in all lawful commands, yet- in 
.things purely fpiritual they are fubject to no autho- 
rity but his. They mult call no man father or 
Vnafter.. Every attempt to eftablifh any other au- 
thority, has been extremely hurtful to religion. 
Let us again" hear that writer, whpfe fentiments I 
have already quoted more than once, with refpect 
fto the frame of the church of England, and its in- 
fluence on the religious ftate of the nation. Whe- 

Jither he has truth on his. fide, or not, let the im-» 
impartial reader determine. “ In the church of Eng- 

land,” he fays, “ the King, or Queen, is fupreme 
head ; veiled with all power to exercife all manner 
sf ecclefiaftical jurifdi£Uon, and archbilhops, bi- 
(hops, archdeacons, and other ecclefiaftical per- 
rons, have no manner of jurifdiclion ecclefiaftical, 
out by and under the King’s Majefty, who hath 
full power and authority to hear and determine all 
manner of caufes ecclefiaftical j and to reform and 
:orrect all vice, fin, errors, herefies, enormities, 

;j»bufes whatfoever, which by any manner may be 
Reformed *.—By the conllitution of the church of 

J thrift, it is exprefsly ordered and declared—That 
woman pall not be fuffered publicly to teach, nor to 

ifurp authority over the man f. But by the confti- 
; Ution of the church of England, the woman is 

I 3 fuffered 
* s6 Henry VIII. cap. i. f j Tim. ii. 12. 
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fuffered publicly to teatrh, yea, to limit and con-*-l| 
troul in fpiritual and religious matters, and autho- 
rita'tively to inftru£l all the bilhops and cldrgy, and™ 
men in the land. Thus did Queen Elizabeth, thus * 
did Queen Anne, and thus hath every Queen au-ii 
thority to do that fits upon our throne, authority,! 
to prefcribe and dictate to all, both minifters and i| 
people, what the one are to preach, and the other 
to receive. And was it not, Sir, a very comely 4 
and edifying fight, to behold the two houfes of A 
convocation waiting upon the good Queen (Anne*)| 
in the cafe of Whifton’s books upon the Trinity,, 
to be inftru&ed by her Majefty, whether they were 
to be condemned as heretical, or not P That ve-J 
nerable and learned body had folemnly decreed! 
them to be dangerous and heretical; but this theirrf 
cenfure was of no force, till they had laid it before* 
the Queen, to have her judgment upon the| 
point. Upon her Majefty’s determination it entire-# 
ly depended, whether Whifton’s tenets were to bel 
rejetted, by the church of England as erroneous, 
or not. Her majefty, in this cafe, ,was of a difie-i- 
rent opinion from her two houfes of convocation.^ 
She thought not fit to cenfure the books. So het^ 
fingle opinion, ftrange to relate ! her fingle opini-ij 
©n carried it againft that of her bifhops and clergy< 

Shell 
* Anno 17it. 
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?he over-rules and fets afide all their proceedings, 
eftrains and counterafts them ia one of the very 
diief of their paftoral funftions, the guarding- 
igainft errors and herefies in the church. 
 “ When you ftript the pope of his iupre- 

inacy, and gave it to our princes, you Ihould have 
aken care not to have left his infallibility behind.1 

An infallible head and director of the church, be 
woman or man, be it an At? or a Jhe-biJhop, is a 

hing plaufible enough, and carries a good face: 
mt to lodge the abfolute dire&ion of the confcien- 
:es, the faith, and the difcipline of the church with 
fallible head ! to give a prince, yea a lady bred- 

ap in all the foftnelTes and diverfions of a court, an 
ancontroulable dominion over the religious con- 
iuft, both of clergy and laity, authoritatively to di- 
ed! what thofe are to preach, and what thefe are- 
o believe as the dodtrine of Chriil! to make her. 
he foie judge in all controverfies which fhall arife 

upon any the moft myfterious and inexplicable 
,X)ints *, fo that all the priejls are to ajh knowledge at 
-IER lips: and whatever fhe determines, is to be 
•eceived by the church as chriftianity, verity, and 
-ruth ! This is fuch a conftitution as quite {hocks 
he underftanding, and comes not a whit behind 
ranfubftantiation itfelf. Hence, doubtlefs, fir, the 
riumphs of popiJJ} priejls over you ! Hence their in- 

roads - 
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roads upon you, and the thoufands they are contiij 
nually carrying captive from your tents ! And hencei 
tlKrfjd increafe, and the inf'ults of deists, whoi 
taking the icheme of the church of England to 
that of the chriftian church, are authorifed by com- 
mon fenfc, they think, not only to rejeft, but to»i 
treat it with contempt 

I have already adverted to the influence of eccli 
iiaftical patronage on the clergy themfelves, and oai 
thofe who have the power of nominating to church, 
livings. But its influence is far more extenlive^ 
It reaches to fociety in general. When men, mere*! 
ly becaufe of their temporal rank, or becaufe they*! 
are proprietors of certain pieces of ground, hav 
the power of impofing fpiritual inftru&ors on all 
round them, it greatly injures the interefts of reli- 
gion. It is faid, perhaps, that men of rank amtl 
education are far better qualified to judge of the 
bilities of a preacher, than the vulgar. But it i< 
to be regretted, that the generality of thofe in the 
higher walks of life are fo little acquainted with 
religion, that they muft be very-incompetent jud- 
ges of the gifts of a gofpel miniiter. It feldorr 
forms any confiderable branch of their education: 
and their fubfequent habits of life are no wife fa- 
vourable to its growth. Befides, many who are in- 

veftedif 
* Diflenting Gentleman’s Letters, p. 23, 24, 27—2^. 
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iefted with the chara&er of patrons^ either belong 
D another communion than that in which they ex- 
ircife their power, or never go to any place of wor- 
hip. It may fometimes happen, that the patron 
ias no other acquaintance with the candidate, than 
Tiat has been contracted at a hunting-match or a 
tinner. He has no other recommendation, than 
.is being a keen fportfman or a jolly companion, 

i But let a patron be ever fo well qualified, it can- 
lot conftitute a fufficient plea for depriving church-* 
pembers of that fpiritual “ liberty wherewith Chrift 
lath made them free.” What rightful fuperiority 
never men may have in civil concerns, they can 
tever acquire dominion over the foul. This ac- 
jinowledges no lord but one. If many of the com- 
mon people are incapable of forming a proper 
ihoice, it mufi: be in a great meafure afcribed to the 
ery influence of patronage. In confequence of 
his, they have been, for many years, during their 
vhole life perhaps, fubje£ted to minifters who were, 
grangers to the gofpel of Chrift, and indifferent a- 
out the fpiritual interefts of their flocks. 

What a bad effe<T muff it have on the common 
seoplejr when they fee thofe, who are candidates 
or the miniftry, “ crouching” to their earthly iu* 
cfiors “ for a piece of bread r” What refpeft can 
hey have for their perfons, -what benefit can they 

be 



ALARM TO BRITAIN. 
be fuppofed to derive from their minrftrations^ 11 
when they are intruded on them, notwithftanding jt 
the keeneft oppoiition ? Though fuch minii'urs i 
fhould preach like apoftles, they cannot expect tjo!; 
be ufeful. On the contrary, they are extremely! 
hurtful. To the people, it Items incredible that|| 
they Ihould « care for the ft'.eepf” or be ferious in# 
what they preach ; when they pay fo little refpe® 
to the facred authority of fcripture as to the mod® 
of admiflion into office. Nay, when religion hatlj 
{o flight a hold of its very minilters, that they|| 
trample on that awful fentence of the Lord of thet 
church } “ He that entereth not by the door inj-| 
to the flieepfold, but climbeth up fome otheif!|| 
way, the fame is a thief and a robber* the minds j| 
6f the people are alienated from religion itfelf.il 
Their prejudices foon acquire ftrength} efpeciallj|| 
as its avowed enemies boldly aflert, that it is whoS 
ly a human device, cunningly framed in fubfer*! 
viency to intereft and ambition. The conduct of tj 
the conftituent aflembly in France feemed to beijl 
generally approved in this country. Theft" wiidoniii 
and moderation were greatly extolled by men of!| 
very different principles. But it was a meafuswfc 
which that affembly judged neceffary for the gen^B 
ral good of fociety, to make even their bifhops an<© 

archbifhc 
Johnx. i. 
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chbifiiops eligible by thofe only over whom they 
ere to prefide. 

CHAP. V. 
tivifions among Chrijlians. ’Their ungodly conduct, 
i ,Unfaithfulnefs ofparents and other guardians of youth, 
'Erroneous methods of education. Viewing religion 

; merely in a political light. Temporizing conduEl of 
fminifers of the gofpel. Frequency of oaths in civil 
]tranfactions. The falfe doctrine, that interejl ought 
iko filence the claims of jujlice. 

HE divftons which prevail among chriftians, 
th refpeft to matters of faith, have been pleaded 
many as a fufficient apology tor their indifference 

pout chriftianity. “ Why thould we trouble our- 
ives about it ?” do they fay ; “ the moft learned 

iid pious chriftians cannot agree among them- 
jlves.” It is mournfuUndeed, that this evil is o 
;ry prevalent. But divertity of fentiment nec ffa- 
ly tlows from the unfpeakable variety difcernible 
the frame of the human mind. There are tew 

ibje&s on which any two men think perfectly a- 
fee. How various are the fyftcms of philofbphy ! 
X>w different the illuftrations of particular bran- 

ches, 
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fches, even by thofe who adopt the fame general 
fyftem ! It is far lefs furprifing, that there fhouk 
be great difference of fentiment with refpett ■ 
doftrines fo remote from fenfe, as thofe of religion! 
But, indeed, chrifiianity could not be true, wefti 
there no diverfity of faith among its profeffors. Its 
divine author affured his followers, that offencij 
fhould come, that there fhould be many falfe 
prophets, and that many fhould be deceit 
ved. Nor is this circumftartce to be confidered 
as an imperfection attending jhe chriftian fyflenii 
Although our Lord knew that thefe offences would? 
prove a fource of “ wo to the world,” becaufe ma* 
ny would on this account ftumble at chriftianitdj 
yet, in his infinite wifdom and love, he determinel 
to permit them ; for purging his floor of a con^ 
derable portion of that chaff with which he kneii 
it would be cumbered ; for trying the faith of hi* 
people in his teftimony, as oppofed to the greateffl 
human authorities ; for weaning them from confiUI 
dence in man, and warning them of their ow*| 
weaknefs ; for ilklftrating the efficacy of his gracj 
in preferving them from fatal deception; for mi 
nifefting their integrity, as approved by him, and 
as contrafted with the corruption of others ; for thaj 
more clear elucidation of divine truth, which, 
Read of fuftering by herefies, has only been bettfuf* 

knowll 
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known, and more fully difplayed; and for {hewing 
the ftrength of the foundation which can no more 
be lhaken by the infidious attempts of falfe friends, 
than by the open attacks of avowed enemies. 

But, perhaps, the conduB of many, who feem 
’alous for divine truth, ftill more deeply affefts the 

[interefts of chriftianity. Their faith has little or 
10 influence on their practice. Though they may 

|cot “ run to the fame excels of riot” with others, 
the indulgence of the defires of the fleftn they 

lifcover the unreftrained power of thofe of the 
mind. Inftead of “ putiing on, as the eleft of 
Sod, holy and beloved, bowels of me^cy, kindnefs, 
immblenefs of mind, meeknds, long-fuftering,” 
hey difplay thofe principles of pride, envy, malice, 
latred and revenge, which are given by the fpirit 
if God as the characters of the unregenerate. 
They difcover the fame eagernefs in the purfuit of 

|he world with thofe who « have their portion in 
his life.” 

I do not expofe the nakcdnefs of chriftianity, by 
xlaring the unworthinefs of fome of its profeflbrs. 
has formerly been tried by the conduct of fuch 
‘you, ami has itill ftood the trial. “ In a great 

>ufe, there are not only vefiels of gold, and of 
ver, but alfo of wood, and of earth; and fome 

K to 
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to honour, and fame to difhonour Your con- ' 
du£l, indeed, is no fufficient apology for thofe who ; 
deny revelation. For the gofpel does not pretend 
to make men better by a mere profeffion. It as- 
cribes a thorough change of the heart and life 
wholly to the power of God; and it declares his | 
abfolute Sovereignty in the exercife of this power. ! 
It denounces you, even while you profefs to be its ’ 
friends, as its moft cruel enemies; and avows to j 
the world, that it feems moft expedient to divine 
•wifdom, that “the tares fliould grow among the 
■wheat until the harveft.” 

But while others, who rejefr chriftianity on your , 
account, are not therefore excufeable, you bring a i 
dreadful load of guilt on yourfelves, by laying j 
ftumbling-blocks before them. For “ the name of 1 

God is blafphemed through youand you “ leave 
your name for a curfe unto his chofen f.” Know 
you not, that, becaufe of your unchriftian prattice, | 
many take occafion to fay that there can be no j 
truth in chriftianity ? They deny the divine origin ; i 
of its doctrines, becaufe they have no power on you.'' - 
By your conduct, you deprive them of one mean 
of convittion. They might otherwife be “ won by \ 
your conversation.” It is required of you, that it 
« your light rtiould fo fliine before men, that they j. 

f Rotn. ii. 24. Ifa. Ixv. 15. 
ma; 

* 2 Tim. ii. 20. 
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may fee your good works, and glorify” him whom 
you call “ your Father in heaven.” Either renounce 
your profefEon, or {hew that you are fincere in it. 
You do more hurt to religion than its avowed foes. 
You wound the Redeemer “ in the houfe of his 
friends.” Do you embrace him in an external pro- 
feffion ? It is only as Judas did, that you may de-* 
liver him into the hands of his enemies. 

The unfuithfubiefs of parents, and other guardians 
©f youth, may be viewed as having no inconfiderabld 
ir iluence with refpeft to the prefent growth of infi- 
delity. Religious inftnnffion is certainly’" far more 
r.cgle&ed now, than in the days of our fathers. It 
muft be admitted, that, in this country, there is 
an increafe of feminaries of education. But far lefs 
attention is paid to domeftic inftru&ion. Some are 
fo extremely blotted as to lay it down as a princi- £4 
fie, that, m religious concerns, they ought to 
leave their children entirely to the didates of 

[' their own minds. But certainly, it would be as 
rational to expert a good crop from our fields and 

^gardens without any culture. Others neglect this 
moft important duty from abfolute inclifierence. 

Fin baptifm, they have folemnly devoted their ehil- 
jfdren to God, and vowed to bring them up in the 
|T,urture and admonition of the Lord.” But what 

K 2 is 
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is this ordinance to the generality, but a fqjenm- I 
mockery ? Ye cruel parents, although you had i 
really devoted your children to the devil, you could - j 1 
not take a more effectual way to train them up for | 
his ie-rvice. You fuft'er them to lie and pdfer, and 
profane God’s name, and break , his fabbath, and J 
difobey yourfelves ; and you are unwilling to cor- | 
reft, it may be, even to reprove them. Some o£ 
you, perhaps, indulge your wretched children in j 
the ebullitions of their natural corruption, becaufe ; 
forfooth! it fhews that-they .have fome fpirit, or- 
becaufe it affords you diverlion. But will it be 
matter of fport, when the fruit of your bodies {hall 
rife up againft you in the day of the Lord Jefus, as j 
« fwift witneffes” for your deftruftion, becaafe you 
have been the accurfed inftruments of theirs; when j 
they {hall fay at the impartial tribunal; “ Here is the 11 
cruel father, or mother, who gave me away to God, Y 
and yet fuffered me to walk in the ways of Satan ‘ .s] * 

Even where there is a confiderabk degree of at* ; 
tention,. there are often great imjiakes as to the- 
mode ©£ communicating inrtruftiom Some devote | 1 

all their attention to the memory. They are at pains 4 : 
to ftore this with ufeful knowledge . and if their 
pupils can exactly repeat their leffons, although | 1 

merely by rote, they pronounce them good fclu>| 
lars^il 

i 
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m 
lars. I admit, that there are various branches of 
religious knowledge, in which the tender mind can 
be initiated in no other way. But if inftrudlion 
flop here, however ufeful it may be in fome in-* 
ftances, in confequence of recollection in riper years •, 
it cat! have little or no efteft in the mean time, and 
its eventual fuccefs is extremely precarious. The 
jnemory is only a fecondary power j and is entitled 
only to a fecondary attention. The great fecret of 
inftruflion lies in endeavouring, as far as poflible, 
to accommodate it to the underftanding,, as it 
gradually opens; to work upon the affections; 
and even to imprefs the imagination. A tingle 
idea, fo far apprehended by the uhdertlanding as 
to difplay its influence on the afieCtions, is worth a 
thoufand in which the memory is the only agent*. 

Others, from miftaken apprehenlions, or from 
the natural temperament of their minds, endeavour 
to enforce religion merely from motives of terror. 
What is the conference ? Their pupils hypocrife, 
while under thpir eye; but when freed from their 
tatkmailers, ruth on to greater exceJs than thole 
who have never had the benefit of religious inftruc- 
tion. From the natural depravity of man, the 
greater the previous reftraint, the greater is the 

| danger of going to an extreme in efcaping from it: 
and when religion hath never been exhibited in 

K 3 h er 
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her alluring form, the bands that have been impcr-- j 
fed are far more eafily broken. 

No means of inftruftion can be efFeflnal without j 
the divine bleffing. But as the ufe of means is re- j 
quired of us, we are bound to employ thofe which -J 
feem moft likely to be ufefub Even where there is 
no evidence of a work of the fpirit'of God, the | 
comfortable efie«5l of well-regulated inflruflion is ^ 
often difcernible, in rendering men better mem- | 
bers of fociety, and in operating as a mean for pre- ! 

ferving them from open contempt of religion, or I 
from grofs immorality : while thofe who have been 
entirely negle&ed, who have only learned a little j 
by rote, or who have never had religion recom- I, 
mended to them as “ a reafonable fervke,” become ! j 
an eafy prey to infidelity, or to every fpecies of vice* | 

Many, in this age, confider nligion merely in a 
political light. Although themfelves deftitute of j 
any conviction of its truth* as their view of it plain- | \ 
ly proves* they with it to be fupported as a mean j 
fubfervient to peace and order in fociety. They I 
acknowledge that it is impoffible to reftrain the j • 
great mafs of fociety, without the aid of religion. J t. 
But this view of religion has a peculiar tendency to i : 
defeat the end propofed. It may be of ufe for a I 
time, while the lower daffes of fociety are hood- i ; 

winked w 
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■winked by ignorance. But if they know that the;r 
fuperiors look on religion in no other light, than 
as a bridle to reftrain them, the curb will very foon 
be found ihfufficient. It is natural for men to imU 
tate thofe who move in a higher fphere: and al- 
though the progrefs fhould be flow, it is certain. 
The opinions of the great will, by an eafy grada-* 
tion, find their way among the vulgar. In this 
countryj fociety has arrived at that ftate, that ma- 
ny, who may feem very untutored in other refpettsj 
are perfuaded that their fuperiors confider religion 
merely as an engine of ftate, for lecuring fubmiL 
fion from the lower clafles, « If thofe in higher 
ranks,” do they fay, “ really believed the truth of 
religion, they would certainly pay more regard to 
it in their pra&ice.” It cannot: be refu fed that 
there is fome degree of plaufibility in this refleftiom 
There is reafon to fuppofe that there never was an 
age in which chriftianity met with fo little refpeft 
from the great, as it does in this. Even during 
^the dark reign of popery, whatever were the pri- 
vate lentiments of individuals, they were regular 
with refpeft to external forms. Can it be denied, 

'that the generality of the noble and the rich pour 
^contempt on thefe ? 

That holy religion which I with to recommend-, 
Reaches me to -“ render-honour to whom honour is 

due.” 
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due.” But the Importance of the fubjett, the ur- j 
gency of the feafon, love to the peace, order and j 
happinefs of fociety, and'that very regard for relL j 
gion which I profefs, mull form my apology, if I M ufe great plainnds-of fpeech.” 

Do you, to whom God, in his all-wife provi. j 
dence hath “ given riches and honour,” wilh to j 
perfuade your inferiors of the excellency of religion S | 
How can you do fo, if you negledt its ordinances, J 
if you make the day of i'acred reft a day of idlenefs, J 

©f journeying, of amufement, or of diffipation ? j 
Do you wilh that the minifters of religion fhould I 
be refpected by the common people? Shew that j. 
you refpedt them yourfelves, as far as their conduffc | , 
is worthy of their office ; at any rate, how deficient ■ , 
fbever the individual ffiouid be, that you venerate | 
the character. 

Do you profefs to be fhocked at the irreligion of 
France? Is there not reafon to apprehend that fi- I, 
milar caufes may produce fimilar effects ? It would | E 
not be confiftent with candour, to afcribe the , ’ 
change in religious fentiments to the political revo- i f 
hition. This hath merely let loofe the torrent, j1. 
We mult go a great way farther back to difcover j > 
the fource. Thofe who have had belt, accefs to i {. 
know, affirm that the irreligion of a confiderable J y 
part of the nobility and dignified clergy hath, for \ y 
' .vub M i 
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a long courfe of years, been gradually working asr 

leaven,' till it hath communicated, its influence to> 
the general mafs. The fervants of the great al- 
ways ape their manners. They keep too watchful 
an eye over their fuperiors, to fuffer their fprightly 
fallies of wit at the expence of revelation, or their 
plain declarations of its falflty to efcape them. 
They may at firft be flared or (hocked at thefe: 
but high life will gradually get below fairs. Thofe 
who judge for themfelvesconftitute but a fmall part 
of fociety. The generality renounce this unalien- 

1 able right, in favour of thofe who dazzle them by 
the fplendour of wealth, by the pofieflion of dif- 

! tinguifhed abilities, by the (hew of learning, or by 
i the appearance of fuperior fanttity. 

But give me leave to afk. Whence is it that re- 
! ligion is fo much more neceflary for the common 
' people than for you ? Is it the pomp of worldly 
greatnefs that releafes you from this neceffity ? Un- 
doubtedly, it has an effedt entirely the reverfe. 

j Your temptations are greatly increafed by your 
• fuperior rank. Surely you are « fet on flippery 
^places.” Is it the abundance of your wealth ? This 
Ipurchafes gratifications for you, which are out of 
'the reach of the poor. It pampers your lofts, and 
■inakes you more infatiable. Is it eafe? This alfo 
’rendets ypu a prey t0 temptations, which are to- 

tally 
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tally unknown to the induftrious. Is it a Tupericr 
degree of refinement ? This may make men draw | 
a vail over enormities, which the more unpolifhed i 
do not attempt to difguife. But perhaps, this very ] 
reftraint makes them flill lefs refined than they* | 
when the vail is removed. 

Honour may probably be mentioned, as that j 
principle which fuperfedes the neceffity of religion -1 
in the higher ranks of fociety. But what is the i 
nature of this all-powerful charm ? Does it confift : 
in the holy fear, or in the fupreme'love of the only ! 
Law-giver ? Such a definition would, I apprehend^ 1 
he confidered as an infult by many who boaft the ' 
influence of this principle. Does it confift in a \ 
man’s loving his neighbour as himfelf ? Its efie&s ] 
by no means correfpond to fuch a defeription. To 1' 
what branch of morals, then, does it belong ? Or ' < 
is it fomething eflentially different from morals^ 1; 

■fomething of a more exalted nature, and far more r 
dignified in its operation? As far as I can form P 
nny idea of this non-defeript, it confifts in a fu- |t 
preme love of felf. The character of its pofleflor It 
is his idol. But if vhis account be juft, it muft 1 

have a direct tendency to fofter pride, one of the 
moft baleful principles known to fociety. 

Its nature, however, may be better learned by it®.. 
efte£ts, than by any. abfira<St definition. Is it a ; 

BienflS 
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friend to veracity ? It certainly belongs to the cha- 
racter of a man of honour, to adhere to his pro- 
mifes. Yet it will not be viewed as any great in- 
fringement on it, though he fiipuld fave appear- 
ances at-the expcnce of truth. A man of honour 
will fuffer no perfonal ihfult. But it is perfectly 
•confiftent with his character, hourly to infult his 

(maker by the profanation of h:s name ; though this 
practice- eventually unhinges the ftrohgeft bonds of 
fociety, by removing the fear of an oath. He^ 
who afpires to this character, confiders it as indif- 
penfably incumbent on him to difcharge all thofe 
debts which are called debts of honour. I pretend 
:not to determine, - whether this defignation has 
been given them ironically, from a defign to «x- 
pofe ; or ferioully, in order to cover the infamy of 
the means by which they are too generally contrac- 
ted. But how often is it feen that the fame peiTon, 
who (trains every nerve to difcharge-fuch obliga- 
ions, difcovers no anxiety for his character, al- 
hough he obftinately refufe payment of a juft del t 
o a poor tradefman, and fufter him, perhaps, to 

perifh in a jail, for want of that money which he 
»afely detains! 

Does honour tend to lubdue pafiion ? The very 
Contrary. It has been already feen, that it necef- 
hrily cherilhes pride. It alfo fupports and fane- 
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tions revenge. A man of honour is bound to pro- 
fecute an infult at the expence of life. For a raflx : 
word or an unfeafonable jeft, he muff run.his dear- , 
eft friend through the heart. If he recoils at the i 
facriiice, he is hided out of fociety. Although 
both human and divine laws call him a murderer, 
honour difpenfes with the crime, and even vindi- j 
cates the aftion^ Nay, fo powerful is its influence, | 
that, in inftances of this kind, it frequently pro- . 
cures a relaxation of the eftablilhed laws of fociety. 
. How, then, can a principle, which fofters the 
moft dangerous paflions of the human mind, be a 
reftraint to you ; while you inculcate on others a | 
fyftem which commands the fubjugation of .pafli- ] 
on ? God, in his providence, hath placed you in a 
fuperior ftation. But hath he given you a diflfe- ) 
rent frame from others ? Does rank bring virtue i . 
along with it ? Are you not born with the fame ^ 
paflions with your inferiors: and do you not need ■ 
the fame means for fubduing them ? Are not your j 
minds influenced by the fame principles of hope I b 
and fear: and are you alone excepted from the 
peceflity of having eternity thrown into the fcale !• | 
Befides, if different principles of affcion are necefy >. 
fary for different ranks in fociety, where are you jt 
to draw the line ? At what particular ftep in the 
ladder of honour, or of wealth, does a belief of, 

religion* 

1 
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i-eligion ceafe to be neceflary ? You may dignify, 
•with the name of great, thofe who are only 

i the great vulgar; and yoh may ftigmatize thofe as 
vulgar who indignantly transfer the defignation to 
others. 

But are you really convinced that the pretence 
of a revelation from heaven is abfolutely neceflafy 

! for reftraining the great mafs of fociety; that it is 
otherwife impofiible to procure from them any due 
refpeft to human laws ? Then, that fyftem, which 

; you diftinguifli by the name of revelation, is not 
\ merely entitled to a far greater fliare of external 
! refpedt, than is paid to it by the generality of thofe 

in the higher ranks of life; but has an indifputable 
claim to fomething more. It deferves the moft fe~ 

. lions attention from yourfelves. You acknowledge 
| too much, to be confiftent, if you difbelieve reve- 

lation. I do not fay, that, if your pofition be juft,, 
it neceflarily proves the truth of chriftianity. But 
it reduces yoh to this dilemma : either, that God 
hath actually given a revelation of his will; or, 
that he hath not employed thofe means for the 

f moral government of mankind, which the wifdom 
\ of all ages, and of almoft every nation under hea- 
S ven, hath pronounced to be moft proper, nay, to 
;?be indifpenfably necelTary. If you choofe the la't- 
: ter, you not only, give the lie to your own efta- 

L blifhed 
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bliflied maxim; you make a wide ftep towards 
downright alheifm. For if the moft proper means 
are no{ employed for the government of fociety, 
how can there be a God ? If you do not wifh to 
plunge into atheifm, you are under a neceffity of 
admitting that God muft have a&ually given, a re- 
velation of his will; and that this muft be found 
among the different fyftems which claim a divine 
origin. 

Surely, then, that religious fyftem which you 
have hitherto pretended to believe, and which you 
confider as the principal mean of preferving order 
in that community of which you are members, de- 
ferves your primary attention : and if it exhibits 
the heft evidence of a divine origin, you are bound 
to receive it with your whole hearts. If furpaffed 
in evidence by any other, you are bound, as thofe 
who fincerely wifh the welfare of fociety, to ufe. 
every effort in your power, for convincing the fo- 
ciety to which you belong of the fuperior excel- 
lency of that fyftem which, to your conviction, 
evidently bears the imprefs of heaven. If, there- 
fore, you continue to difbelieve revealed religion, 
while you adhere to this principle, that it is indif- 
penfably neceffary for the bulk of mankind, inftead 
of impoftng upon them, you im^ofe upon your- 
felves, Y ou are the dupes of your own artifice. 

You 
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You give them the gold, while you referve nothing 
for yourfelves but mere drofs. 

It tends greatly to ftrengthen men’s prejudices 
againft our holy religion, ami to cpnfirm them in 
their delufive idea, that it is merely an engine of 
ftate, when mmijhri of the gofpel, in their official 
tii a racier, appear as advocates for particular politi- 
cal meafurcs. There is undoubtedly an extreme oh 
either hand, which they are bound carefully to 
avoid. Their great work' is to preach the docT-ines 
of lalvation. rlhey are given for the- edifying 
of the body, and for the perfecting of the hunts'” 
To endeavour to alienate their people from the 
eftablilhed government, or from fubjedtion in all 
things lawful, to ftir up a fpirit of revolt, or to 
countenance tumult of any kind, would be a pro- 
fanation of their charadter. On the Contrary, 
whatever rnay be their private fentiments with re- 
fpedt to the origin or comparative merits of that 
particular form of government under which they 
are placed, or the charadters of thofe entruftecl 
with power, they are commanded by that very au- 
thority on which their office depends, to “ put” 
others “ in mind to be liibjedl to principalities and 
powers, and to obey magillrates They are to 
teach them to “ render to all their dues, tribute to 

■k 2 whom 
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whom tribute is due; cuftom to. whom ctiflom ; 
fear to whom fear ; honour to whom honour * 
and, “ if it be poffible, as much as in them lies to. 
live peaceably with all men -j>” Indeed, if mea- 
fures are adopted which are evidently and directly 
finful, or obvioufly meant to oppofe the interelfs 
of religion, their Ration as watchmen requires that 
they thouid point out the fin and "danger of thefe.: 
while, at the fame time, this muft be done m fuclv 
a way as not to trench on the authority of govern- 
ment in its lawful commands. 

But while minifters of the gofpel avoid one ex- 
treme, they nsuft beware of rufhing to another. 

# As their own fcriptural fubja&ioa to lawful autho- 
rity lays them under no obligation to approve 
of all public rtieafures, they cannot reafonably re- 

' quire this of others. To become the trumpeters of 
war, is certainly, very unlike their character as fer- 
yants of “ the prince of peace.” To plead for the 
unfheathing of the fword of deftruaion, efpecially 
under the pretence of religion* is virtually to dif- 
own him as their mafter, who “ came not to de- 
ftroy men’s lives, but to fave.” It is to expofe re- 
ligion to the ridicule of its adverfaries ; who know 
abundantly well that chriftianity, as it lies in the 
New Teftament, difavows the ufe of carnal wea- 

poqsv; 
* Rom. xiU, '/K f Rom. 
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pons. To recommend the extermination, or even’ 
the fubjugation of men, hecaufe of their atheifm or 
infidelity, is confidered by them as a proof that 
chriftianity is in its laft ftage, becaufe it hath hi- 
therto proclaimed that it was the duty of its profei- 
fors, and efpecially of its minifters, “ in meeknefs; 

to iiiftrucf thofe who oppofe themfelves, if perad- 
venture God would give them repentance td the 
acknowledging of the truth.” When prot^ftant 
minifters follow fuch plans, they do far more in- 
jury to chriftianity, than all that infidelity or even 
atheifm can do. They give occafion to its adver- 
fories to raife an outcry, that, notwithftanding all 
their pretended zeal againft popery, and their for- 
mer prayers for,its downfal, when they fee this 
event happening in a way that they did not expect,; 
they are lb aftuated by fear for their own 'intereft, 
as to adopt the perfecuting principles of that very 
church which they formerly reprobated, and tb’ 
cbnfider their own as a common caufe with her’s. 

Thofe, who are entfufted with civil power, did 
they judge coolly, would fee that they had far more m 
reafon to diftruft the men who, without any heii- 
tation, can a: prove of every public meafure, and 

\ fwailow every thing by the lump, than others who 
V mod eft ly exprefs their difiatisfattion with fome; 

meafurcs; while they pra&ically give as undeniable 
L3 evidences’ 
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evidences of clue fubjeftion as thofe.who make the- 
greateft profelEons of attachment. They were not 
the true friends of Rehoboam, who advifed him to. : 
pour contempt on the cpunfel of the aged, whofe: 
fidelity had been tried by his father. Thofe, \vho> f 
are moil violent, whether in politics or religion, 
are generally the firib to defect their caufe, whem 
they meet with temptation. The reafon is obvi- 
ous. They have been attuated, either by bigotry,, 
■which has prevented any exercife of judgment; or 
by natural violence of mind, which produces the 
feme effect; or by intereft, which will ftill make that 
fide of a queftion the moll: eligible, which prefents j 
the bell: profpetts of aggrandizement. It is well ! 

known, that the very men, who by their preach- 
ings and writings in fupport of the dodtrine of : 
palfive obedience, hurried on James II. to his ruin,. 
■were the firft to oppofe him, when, he applied their., 
doctrine to themfelves. 

The frequency of oath, in civil tranfadlions, feems J 
to be one of thofe things that fupport theinterefts j 
of infidelity. An oath is maant “ for confirma- 
lion.” That it may ferve this end, as far as hu- : 
man power can reach, it is of the utmoft import-. 
ance that the idea of its folemnity be preferved.; ij 
But it is impoffible that this can be the cafe, if ! 

oaths j 
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oaths be adminiftered in the moft trivial manner, 
and on the flighteft grounds., If a man in order 
to qualify himielf for the enjoyment of a civil of- 
fice, mufi: take oath after oath •, if^ in die difcharge 
of this office, he. muff often invoke the great name 
of God in one day; fociety, inftead of obtaining 
any greater fecyrity, loies what {he had. For this 
irreverent reiteration of a folemn duty, fo far from 
awakening confcience, tends to lull it afieep. Thus 
an oath, inftead of being, viewed as an awful appeal 

i to the fearcher of hearts, comes to be a matter of 
mere courfe, tranfafled with as much indifference 
as anything in' the ordinary routine of bufinefs- 
Thus, many, who at firft “ feared an oath,” be- 
come fo callous, that they can fwear to any thingi 
It muft be obvious to every impartial obferver, that 
this plan has the moft direft tendency t£> efface 
from the minds of men all impreflions, not merely 
of revealed, but even of natural religion. 

i It Is a doctrine, alas ! too common, that in the 
conduct of individuals or of nations, interejl ought 
often to fuperfede the claims of juftice. How ma- 
ny laugh at die very idea of confcience in political 
tranfa&ions ? The evil is fo obvious that evidence 
is'unneceffary. To mention only one inftance;  
When the attention of the nation was lately turned 

to 
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to the confideration of the flave-tfade, an hoft of 
advocates appeared in favour of it, and reckoned it 
a fufficient reply to all the'arpu-ments urged for its | 
abolition, that this would be immediately prejudi- 
cial to the interefts of Britain. Even although this 
argument had been well-founded, which was not 
only denied, but difproved by the friends of huma- 
nity, it muft Bill have bten a very bad one. For 1 
righteoufnefs is the only exaltation, and the only 
fecurity of a nation. We can have no juft hope of 
the divine proteflion, if we prattically deny that 
« the righteous Lord loyeth righteoufnefs,” If we 
profefs to humble ourfelves before him becaufe of 
our iniquities as, a people, ought we not to remem- ] 
ber that he hath faid ^ “ Is not this the faft that I 
have chofen ? to loofe the bands of wickednefs, to 
undo the heavy burdens, and to let the opprefiedffl 
go free, and that ye break every yoke ?—Then% 
Jhait thou call, and the Lord Iliad anfwer; thou- : 
fhalt cry, and he fliall fay, Here I am : if thou | 
take away from the midft of thee the yoke,” ‘'&c.* j 
The doarine of the precedency pf intereft to equi- 
tv rouft be unfpeakably prejudicial to the caufe of- j 
chriftianity. For it ftrikes againft all moral obliga- j 
tion; and is therefore inimical even to natural re-1 
Jigion. Give this fatal principal its full influence,;! 

* Ifa. Iviii. 6, 9. 
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tod it will convert the mo A civilize 1 fociety intq. 
a horde of robbers. 

TART IL 

SOME OP THE MORE IMMEDIATE CAUSES 0E- 
THE RAPID RKOGRESS OF INFIDELITY., 

C H A P. I. 
Fride of reafoti) and unrefrained ~fpirit of inquiry. 

CharaEler of modern philofopl'y. Love of pleafure. 
FaJfe ideas of the character of a Gentleman. A 
vuijh to avoid the appearance of fuperfition and fana- 
tic fm. Contempt of divine ordinances. Profanation. 

L of the Lord’s day. 

NOV/ proceed to confider fome of the more- 
immediate caufes of the growth of infidelity. A- 
xrong thefe may be juftly reckoned the pride of rea- 
son. This, it muff be granted, has a fimilar ten- 
; dency in every age. But jts influence is greater or 

lea 
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lefs according to circumftances. If the Bate of 
fociety in Our time be confidered, it will a, jx .r 
that circumftances were never more favourable to 1 
the influence of this principle, if ever equally fe., f 
The fun of fcience hath not merely rifen, but hath ‘ 
attained a fplendour unknown to former ages, i 
His illumina.ting rays have difcovered many of the 
operations of nature, which were formerly veiled 
in obfcurity. We fmile at the learned ignorance and 
laborious trifling of our predeceflbrs, as we do at the 
recollections of the foolifh ideas of childhood. But 
weak and depraved reafon knows not where to flop. | 
She penetrates into- regions impervious to the eye 51 
and boldy attempts to arreft objeCts that elude her! 
grafp. Having made fuch progrefs in difcovering 
the works of God, fhe prefumes to lummon the 
Creator himfelf tqjhe bar. Although an avowed 
enemy to alLfyftems, - ftie firft forms a fyftem of 
her own, and then brings all the truths of revela-jj 
tion to this left. Whatever deviates from it, fhe 
rejeCls. The controverfy comes to this iflue be-i 
tween reafon and revelation, that the one mu A i 
fubmit to the other. But reafon often finds, that j 
all her boafted ingenuity cannot fupply her with 
expedients for getting rid of many “ hard fayings*j 
contained in the volume of infpiration ; and thatl 
after all the pains fhe hath taken to torture its lanl 

guage. 
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gUage, it ft ill refufes to bend to her humour, nay 
tramples her honour in the duft. Therefore, in- 
dignant of its ftubbornnefs, fhe denies it the cha- 
ffadter of a revelation from heaven. She hath for- 
merly deigned to acknowledge the necellity of a 
divine inftruftor. But now- fhe finds, that the pro- 
per exercife of her own powers is fufficient. The 
[konour, which fhe-formerly afcribed to God, fhe 

iow arrogates to herfelf. She « faith in her 
leart, I will afcend into heaven, I will exalt my 
brone above the ftars of God;—I will afccnd 
ibove the heights of the clouds, I will be like the 
ncft High.” 

The pride of reafon hath, in every age, cavilled 
it the truths of revelation. But, in the prefent, 
t hath given birth to a fpirit of inquiry which 
purns all reftraint. This, again, hath produced 

1 falfe philofophy;—a philofophy fubverfive of 
pth faith and morals ;—a philofophy which bids 
lefiance to God, and brings deftrudtion to man. 
t virtually denies the exiftence of every objeift that 
Innes not within the fphere of fenfe. It refts on 
ifofs fophiftry, to fupply its defeift of evidence: 
fetd its very darknefs pleafes the vain and fuperfi- 
5al, as giving thejdea of great profundity. It 
’ants one invariable mark .of true wifdom. It 
lates, inftead of humbling the mind. 

It 
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It is not meant indifcriminately to condemn 1 

fpirit of inquiry in religious matters. Faith, reft^ 
. mg on human authority, is unacceptable to God, 

and unprofitable to man. We are expreisly com-: 
manded to “ prove all things.” But are we to a* 
dopt the fceptical mode of probation ? Are we at; 
firft inftance to reje& all preconceived ideas, un-j 
der the name of blind prejudices ? Are we at once; 
to fling away as falfe the principles which we have 
imbibed in early years? Is it a fufficient demonftra- 
tion of their falfity, that they have been painfully! 
inftilled into our minds by our beft friends? Muft 
we reject the natural dictates of underftanding and 
confcience j becaufe they have not been the refult: 
of a tedious procefs of reafoning ; Let us begin, as 
we rationally ought, with things which are moreb 
Ample. Let us fcorn the vulgar idea, that fuch a 
noble creature as man cannot fubfift without the 
grofs fuftenance of meat and drink. Let us refill 
the mean cravings of appetite, as bad habits origi- 
nating from the erroneous ideas of our parents. 
Let us boldly walk on all four, as other animat* 
do, and as all children evidently incline to do.ij1 

Though we fhould at firf! find fome difficulties at**} 
tending our endeavours, why fhould we be difcoura® 
gedbythefe; anymore than by thofe which we i 
.meet with in attempting to throw ourfelves loofei 

from] 
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■trom the ignoble fetters of religious prejudice ? 
Without fuch a perfevering trial as becomes a phi- 
lofophic mind, we can have no rational affiirance 
that animaf habits are not the refult of prejudice 

'and cuftom, as much as religious impreffions. 
I am told, perhaps, that animal appetites or ha- 

bits are objetts of fen'e, that our feelings will not 
allow us to doubt of their being congenial with our 
nature. . But certainly, there is an internal fenfa- 
tion, which, to every man truly rational, brings a 
•convidtion as irrefiftible as that which proceeds from 
.the operation of his external organs. The foul 
-hath its fenfes, as well as the body: and their tefti- 
mony can no more be rejetted than that of the cor- 
poreal fenfes. Are the former fubjett to illufion ? 
•So are the latter. The eyeTometimes miftakes a 
fog-bank for a promontory; or may be fo diforder- 
/ed as to fee every objett yellow. The ear often errs 
as to founds. Indeed, it is habit alone that pro- 
duces the juft exercile of the bodily organs. 

. Therefore, it needs not feem furprifing, that the 
' exercife of our fpiritual fenfts fhould be net elTiiry in 
border to their “ difcerning between good and evil.” 
; .But there is one principle,* which is as certainly 
[ known to every rational perfon by internal confci- 
! oufnefs, as the exiftence pf any external objett can 
I be known by the organs of fenfe;—and this is, 

M ' that 
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that he is an accountable being. It feetns fully a« S 

inconceivable, that a man in the exercife of his rea- ' 
Ton fhould deny this, as that he fliould deny that I 
grafs is green, or that fnow is white. Confcience ! 
as plainly tells him that he muft give an account of : 

his condudt, as appetite can tell him that food is | 
necelTary for the fupport of his body. 

There is one circumftance which peculiarly cha- |j 
raflerifes the pbilofophy of our times. This is a to- 1 
tal difregard of divine fubjetts. In former ages, |! 
thefe were reckoned worthy of the contemplation --i 
of philofophers. I refer not to a Bacon or a New- 

’ton, to a Boyle or a Locke, who were warm advo- i 
cates for chriftianity; but to deifts themfelves. 
The controverfy between natural and revealed reli- j 
gion, was whether the former did not give as juft ’ 
a reprefentation of the divine being as the latter, 1 
and therefore preclude the neceflity of it. Even t 
the heathen confidered this as the principal branch j 
of their philofophy. But their fuccelTors in this I - 
reHned age feem to reckon the nature and perfec- j ? 
tions of the Deity unworthy of their contemplation. 
The inveftigation of finite things engroftes their at- jj 
tention. Nor do they ufe thefe as means for lead- j 
■mg them up to their glorious Author. Their wit 
^om leads them farther away from God. The erH- 
•raptured philofopher looks down from his mental 

elevation^ 
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elevation On his various difcpveries in fcienue, as if 
the very objefts of thefe were all his own creation.- 
If he deign to cail in a Firft Caufe, perhaps it is 
only to degrade him* by making him the foul of the 
univer.e, or by reprefenting the univerfe as confti- 
tuting his elTence. 

"When fuch the character of the prevailing phi- 
lofophy, is it furprifing that it fhould make many 
converts to infidelity ? Can it be fuppofed that the 
men who turn a deaf ear to the voice of nature, 
when proclaiming the perfections of her Author, 
fhouid liften to the language of revelation ; or that 
they fhouid diligently inveftigate the characters of 
divinity imprefled on. the word of God, when they 
contemptuoufiy turn awayTrom thofe which are lb 

I diftinCtly written on his works ? 
8 To call this philefophy, is to profiitute fo ho* 
r nourable a name. Can that be a /ove of w/dom, 
[which confines its attention to things comparative-* 
lly trivial, and defpifes thofe of the lafl: importance ; 
Pwhich inveftigates the mhiutix of nature, and over- 
■looks her God ? All, who do not pretend to deny 
l^he being of God, muff acknowledge that he is the 
4|reateft and the heft. Therefore, that only can de- - 
■Serve the name of wifdom, which propofes him as 
lihe fupreme objeCt of contemplation, imitation and - 
||elight. Thofe muft be the greateft philofophers, - 

M 2 who * 



t36 ALARM TO BRITAIN. 
who know him hefty and who refemble him moft. 
Does the haughty-fage furvey with contempt the- 
brute animals, that merely by inftimft know thofe- 
things which he examines with the critical eye of' 
freafon, endeavouring to account for the whole pro- 
grefs of their formation ? And does not /;e bring 
his reafon as nearly-as pcflible to a level with bru- 
tal inftinfl, who confines his attention to the ef- 
fe£is, without afcending to the Firft Caufe ? Whe-- 
ther is he or the brute vvifeft ? He, who neglefts alT 
tire ufe of his inveftigations.? Or the brute, which' 
inftinfUvely examines only that it may ufe ? Which 
of them makes the moft of the faculties enjoyed? 
The philofopher, who is formed for knowing God ? » 
Or the brute, that is incapable of this fublime' 
knowledge ? » 

There can fcareely be any thing more irrational i, 
than that pride of reafon, which is the parent of * 
fuch a “ vain philofophy.” Right reafon certainly 
declares the abfurdity of fuppofing that we can • 
comprehend objects the moft remote from ourfelves,' 
while we are nonplufted by thofe which are moft 
within our reach. Can reafon account, in a fatis- 
fa£lory manner, for the aftonifiling effects of in- 
ftinfl in brutes ? Can it tell how ipirit and body|l 
are conjoined, and reciprocally operate upon each ilk 
other in the human .frame ? Even the .formation 

oT 
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of a {ingle blade of grafs defies the power of the 
greateft philofopher. He pretends to obviate ma-» 
ny difficulties, by refolving them into what are call- 
ed laws of nature. But this language is ufed by 
reafon to conceal her own ignorance. What are 
thefe, but the infcrutable ordinances of that God 
whom reafon vainly attetnpts to. comprehend ? 
Learned men, in examining a dead language, find 
that it is conftru&ed in this, or in that manner. 
Thence they form what are called grammatical riilejy 
for affilting others in learning it. But they form • 
thefe from fafts only. They can give no better 
reafon for the peculiar conftrudtion which charac- 
terifes the language, than the will of the people 
who at firft framed it. In like manner, the philo- 
fopher concludes that this or that is a law of nature, 
becaufe he finds, from all the fafls which come 
within the'fphere of his obfervation, that it is the 
eftabliihed order. But he cannot affign any natu- 
ral realbn for this law, nor declare how it imme- 

! diately operates. Such a law is, in ftribt language, 
^nothing but the will of the fupreme agent 5 or his 
'immediate operation, the mode of which is incom- 
Iprehenfible to man. 
I If the volume of nature contain fuch myfteries, 
lihow arrogant is man in rejecting, for the very fame 
flir/eafon, that of infpiration ! If he cannot compre- 

M 3 bend 
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hend his own frame, how irrational is it to think' 
of cbmprehending his Creator ! If theJineof rea- 
fon is too fliort for what is finite, hovfr can he ima- 
gine that it fhould fathom infinitude itfelf? But- 
many are determined, if pofiibie, to admit nothing- 
myfterious in the natural world ; becaufe they can- 
not comprehend the nature of a fpirit, or its union 
to body, deny its exiftence, and boldly afiert that 
the foul is merely a modification of matter. 

But while the ^r ide of reafon flays its- thoufands 
the love offleafure flays its ten thoufands. All the 
race of Adam are by nature the votaries of fenfe.' 
They are “ lovers of pleafures more than lovers of 
God.” Many are reftrained for a time, in confe- 
quence of religious education and example, or fe- 
rious impreffions made in their early years. But' 
paffion “ grows with their growth, and ftrengthens 
with their ftrength.” They launch forth in thr 
dangerous fea of life ; and find themfelves expofed' 
to a multitude of temptations-formerly unknown. 
For a time, perhaps, religious convictions refift the 
tide of paffion, and the blaft of temptation. Bat 
at length they give way, hoping that it may be in 
their power to recover themfelves. However, the 
firft compliance with the allurements of pleafure 
only paves the way for a fecond. When ffie again 

exerts 
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rxerts her fafcinating power, the refiftance is ge-‘ 
nerally more feeble. Thus, the tranfgrelTor be-" 
comes more habituated to the ways of iniquity.- 
Accuftomed to difregard the voice of confcience, • 
he i^ feldom troubled with its remonftrances. The- 
light of his underftanding waxes more dim. Ma-- 
ny things, which he formerly accounted finful, now' 
appear perfectly innocent. He hefitates as to o- 
thers, that he once viewed with horror. He doubts, 
or difbelieves a variety of dottrines, which he once" 
believed as firmly as his own exigence. He won- 
ders perhaps at the change, and cannot account for 
h. He confiders notj that confcience, often refill-' 
ed, becomes “ feared as with a hot iron.” He* 
knows not the natural progrefs of error. Is it de- 
clared that, “ if any man inclines to do the will of 
God, he fhall know of the dottrine* ?” The pro-' 
grefs of mental darknefs is exadtly confonant to- 
this progrefs of light. He, who lias no inclination 
to do the will of God, as far as he is acquainted- 

('with it, but on the contrary, oppofes the light of 
i ibis underftanding, and turns a deaf ear to the dic- 
s 'tales of his confcience, will gradually lofe the light 
s' which he had. It lhall be turned into darknefs. 

* \ Few have fo plainly avowed their principles, as 
<c openly to attack the morals of the Bible. They 

havft 
John vil. 17. 
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Lave generally m^de their aTauks on abftraetdoc- 
tnnes, or on the external evidence of revelation. 
But the profligacy of many profefl'ed infidels affords 
too much ground for fuppoiing, that they are fully 
as adverfe to the morals, as even to the myfteries 
of chnftianity. Were not this the cafe, while 
they extol natural religion, they would not praifti-. 
cally deny its ditfates. With many, atheifm, in, 
affection at leaft, lies at the root of deifm. d hey 
do not merely difbelieve the doarines, but they 
dilregard the precepts of revelation ; becaufe they 
with to get free of Religion altogether. They re- 
nounce the God of the holy fcriptures, becaufe 
they fay in their hearts, in their wilhes and defires, 
“ No God.” 

To carnal men, the worfi; feature in revealed re- 
ligion has ftill been its determined oppofition to J 
the pleafures of fin. Thole fyftems, which are 
moft repugnant to the underftanding, will be readi- 
ly embraced, if they lay no fetters on the will. So 
attached were the Ifraelites t6 « the flelh-pots of 
Egyptj” that even the abfurdities of the worihip of 
Apis feemeu preferable to the fervice of Jehovah. 
They had no difficulty in embracing the religion of 
Baal-peor; becaufe it fuited their lulls. * To men 
under the dominion of fin, the facrifice of the will, 

; 
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fo the authority of the fupreme Lawgiver, hath 
ever feemed more unreafonable than even that of1 

the underftanding. Indeed, the rebellion of the 
will, and the carnality of the affections-have often 
incited the intellectual powers to frame objections 
to revelation, lent a new edge to the inventive fa- 
culty, and greatly increafed the natural darknefs -oP. 
the mind.. 

Many entertain very falfe ideas of the character 
of a gentleman. They feem to fuppofe that it is 

^utterly incompatible with religion $ that this muff 
| be left to thofe grovelling fouls who never ventured 
to think for themfelves ; and that the fear of God 
is a certain evidence of weaknefs of mind. But 
one, whofe works, although viewed merely as hu- 

I man, will remain as an immortal evidence of -fupe- 
-rior underftanding, formed a very different efti- 
mate. He confidered genuine piety, not merely as- 
a proof of wifdom, but as the very beginning of it.- 
iSo far from thinking that religion indicated mental 
hveaknefs ; he viewed it, on the contrary, as an un-- 
tjueftionable evidence of ftrength. “ The fear of 
ithe Lord,” fays he, “ is the beginning of wifdom : 

iia good underftanding have all they that do hkr 
Commandments.” * 

Chriftianityi , 
* Pfalin cxi. 10. 
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Chriftianity, indeed-, directly oppofes fome of 

thofe principles and pradlices, which the world 
reckons dTential to the character of a gentleman. ; 
Inftead of that quarrelfome difpofition, by which J 
many affe<T to maintain their honour, it requires 
“ the ornament of a meek and quiet ipirit.” It i 

♦exprefsly prohibits revenge. The duellift may pafs* 
for a man of honour with the world. But accord— ■}, 
ing to our holy religion, he is a deliberate murder— | 
er; and one who bears the image of that accurfed 
fpirit who was “ a murderer from the beginning.” ^ 
What a Blocking perverfion may cuftom produce ! 
« Man is the image, and the glory of God.” That ; 

/he may be entitled to the character of ^gentleman,. 
muft he become the image of the devil, by deftroy-. 
ing that of Gbd ?. 

But letting afide thefe barbarous and brutal fen-*. \ 
timents; if it belong to the character of a gentle-. : 
man to be gentle, courteous and condefcending j 
to be benevolent and compaffionate; to avoid con- ] 
tention, threatening and .reviling ; toufe hofpi-. j 
tality,” to “ owe no man any thing,” to “ do goody 
to alii” chriftianity not only recommends and ex—: 
emplihes thefe amiable accomplifliments, but teach-t 
es us how to make them all our own. 

Some; 
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■ Some are afraid of feeming religious, becaufe 
‘they wiih to avoid the appearance of fupcrjihion or 
'kanaticifm. I he hiftory of mankind affords them 
many examples of the abfurd or fatal confcquences 
,t)f both : and they know not how to draw the line 
between them and true religion. They fee men of 
Superior genius exerting all their powers, in order 
to exhibit fuch mimic fan&Ity,* or even that which 
is real, in the mofl. ridiculous light: and they turn 
away from religion itfelf, as it were a mere illufion. 

' Thus, they are afraid to aft according to th? dic- 
tates of confcience, left they fhould be expofed to 
the laugh of the world. Therefore they refufe to , 
liften to the voice of this interna! monitor. And 
is it furprifing that, by and by, they ftiould them- 

selves laugh at religion in common with others a- 
•ound them ? He who “ ftandeth in the way of 
Tinners,” will foon “ fit in the feat of the fcornftrl.” 

But nothing can difeover greater weaknefs of 
mind than fuch conduft. With equal propriety 

Tight one refufe the lawful ufe of meat and drink, 
>ecaufe fome are gluttons and others are drunkards. 

hy is not philofophy itfelf avoided as the way to rolly, as there are many fools who call themfelves 
ihilofophers ? Who ever attempted to pafs coun- 
terfeit coin in a country, where there was no genu- 
ine coin ? The very counterfeits of religion prove 

the 
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the exigence of fomething that is real. The evi-, 
dence of this reality is increafed even by the multi-} 
plieity of thefe. 

Perhaps, there never was a time when divine ; 
.ordinances were more de.fpifed than they now are. j' 
Many avow that they can learn as much from a 
well-wrote trage4y, as from a fermon. It would 
feem, indeed, that they thought they could learn 
more. Let the crowded theatres, and the empty 
churches, In our cities and villages, tell whether 
this be the truth. When a remnant of the hea- > i 
thenilh worfhip is luppofed to be at leaf!; as ufeful j 
.to mankind as the fnftitutions of the true God;; 
when the reprefentation of a fiction is viewed as no!: 
lefs ferviceable to the beft interefts of fociety than1 

the “ fetting forth of Jefus Chrift as crucified and1 . 
ilainneed we wonder that infidelity pours in 

. like a torrent, apd threatens to fweep every thing ; 
before it ? 

Experience teaches us, that a renewal of formp^ } 
Tenfations is necefiary for preferving the impreffions f 
whifti the mind has once received. All, who be-1 i 
lieve any religion at all, whether natural or reveal 1 
ed, muft be. perfuaded of the neceffity of means*| J 
Thofe who believe the truth of chriftianity, are a£- |l 
fured that the ordinances of worflup are as much j 

fromij 
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| from God as any other part of it. Does the life 
> of a fpirit confift in union to the Father of fpirits, 
f in conformity to his image, in fellowlhip with him? 
i How can any one fuppofe that he Ihall be admitted 

to the participation of thefe diftingtiiiKed bleffings, 
if he defpifes the outward means which God hath 

j appointed for this end? As rcafonably might he 
I expect the continuance of natural life, without the 

ufe of that food which is adapted to the neceffities 
| of the body. For « faith cometh by hearing.’* 
► We are “ fandtified through the truth.” It is con- 
\ cerning the tabernacle that God hath faid ; “There 

will I meet with thee.” He, therefore, who ne- 
gledts or defpifes divine, ordinances, although he 
may flatter himfelf that he does not difbelieve reve- 
lation, is certainly in a fair way to do fo. 

\ Another inlet to infidelity, nearly connedled with 
■ that laft mentioned,^is tile profanation of the Lord's' 
day. We have good reaforr to admire the mercy 

fof God towards the bodies of men, in appointing 
none day in feven as a day of reft. But far greater 
peafon have we to admire his mercy toward our 
►fouls, in fanctifying this as a day of fpiritual reft. 
iSo hath he ordered matters, in his all-wife provi- 
dence, that by far the greateft part of men are 
deeply engaged in the concerns Of this life.for fix 

N 
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days of the week. Were no particular portion of 
our time fet apart for fpiritual exercifes, mankind 
would fopn lofe all impreffions of religion. Did 
the time fet apart recur feldom, thefe impreffions 
would become very indiftinft. Thofe, therefore, 
who profane the Sabbath, do all in their power to 
fruftrate the merciful end which God hath propo- 
fed in the inftitution of it.. He hath confecrated 
this day, both for commemoration, and for antici- 
pation. It is commemorative of the hniffiing of 
the work of the new creation, as illuftrated by the 
refurre&ion of Jefus. It is alfo a bleffied prelude 
of that “ fabbatifm which remaineth for the people 
of God” in glory. If men profane that day which 
by way of diftin&ion and eminence is called the 
Lord's, it is becaufe they have no proper impreffion 
of the magnitude of that work which he hath ac- 
compliffied : and in continuing to do fo, their im- 
preffion muft be more and,more weakened, till it 
be gradually effaced •, till they, althoughffiill retain- 
ing the honourable but infulted name of chriftbn, 
Be completely heathenized. 

They at the fame time .fliew, that their minds 
are indifpofed to that eternal .reft, of which this is 
the prelude •, and they take the mo£ effl&ual plan 
to baniih it entirely from their thoughts. If men 
^re not fo befotted as to difbelieve an eternal ftate, 

they. 
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they muft be perfuaded that the fuprcme felicity of 
a rational foul confiib in the contemplation and 
enjoyment of the Chief Good, nay in conformity 
to him. But how can thefe be attained without 
preparation ? How can the foul be prepared, if it 
be conftantly immerfed in the concerns of the body ? 
How can this be avoided, unlefs time be fet apart 
from worldly engagements ? Even natural religion 
teaches, that there muft be a confecration of fome 
part of our time to the conlideration of thoie things 
which refpe£t eternity. The voice of reafon pro- 
claims, that God muft be judge ofrthe proper por- 
tion. Experience tells us, that if there be not a 
limitation of a certain timCj there is every reafon 
to fuppofe that the concerns of eternity will be en- 
tirely negle&ed. 

May I not appeal to the experience, not of indi- 
viduals merely, but of nations ? The hiftory of the 
chriftian world allures us, that true religion and 
the ftrift obfervation of the fabbath have ftill gone 
hand in hand ; and that infidelity and the profana- 
tion of this holy day have extended their baleful 
influence together ? In Britain, fince the reforma- 
tion, there never was an age in which the day of 
facred reft was fo generally and daringly profaned : 
and there neve^ was an- age in which infidelity 
made fuch an alarming progrefs. This day hath 

N 2 God 
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God given to his people, to be a lign between him 
and them,, a.perir.anent evidence of his being “ the 
l ord that fanttifieth” them, * a perpetual badge of 
diftimSlion between them and the heathen. When 
therefore, “ his fabbaths are profaned,” the hedge 
is broken down ; and need we wonder that “ the 
heathen fhouid enter-into his inheritance?” 

The enemies of revelation, 'in a neighbouring 
country, have teftified their conviction of the infe- 
parable connexion between chriftianity and the ob- 
fervation of the Sabbath. As the moft effectual plan 
for bringing men back to what they call ike Reli- 
gnn of Reafon, they have changed the day of reft. 
With an evident defign that the very day of the 
Sabbath may be, gradually forgotten, they have to- 
tally altered their calendar. .Candour itfelf cannot 
devife another reafon for their conduCl \ unleis it 
refolve to make a facrifice of common fenfe. It 
may be laid, that in this manner they have wifhed 
to get free of the multitude of fe^ivals of human 
appointment; and that as the-Sabbath had been 
oblerved merely as a holiday, though perhaps with 
Jcfs devotion than many other days which bore tins 
name, they found it neceffary.to treat them all, a. 
like. But would any man, or body of men, who 
wilhed well to chriftianity, a& thus “ unrighteoufly for 

* Exod. xxxi. 13. Ezek. xx. 12. 
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for God ?” Could not the obfervation of faints- 

i days have been abolifhed, without an attempt to 
I obliterate the Sabbath ? Could reafon fuggeft no 
I! plan for deftroying fuperftition, but one that Ihould 
\ fweep away every veftige of religion ? 

Let none, however, pretend to fhudder at this 
• conduft, who themfelves habitually profane that 
I day appropriated to the worfhip of God. They 
[ -certainly do all in their power to abolifh chriftiani- 

ty. Their praflice declares it to be the wifh of 
their hearts, that fuch « mifchief were framed by 

" a law.” It is an infult, not only to religion, but 
to common fenfe, for men of this defcription to 

| declaim a gainft the impiety of the French. “To, ! the wicked God faith, What haft thou to do to 
= declare my ftatutes, or that thou Ihouldeft take my 
; covenant in thy mouth ?” 

N ■ 3: CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 
A traditionary faith and mereform of religion. Read- 'I 

ing on one fide of the quefion only. NegleB of read- « 
ing the Scripturest or reading them in an improper \ 
manner. Profaning ike language of Scripture. 9 
Stumbling at the falls or iniperftaious of the faintsy I 
•whofe hiflory is recorded in Scripture. Of the chs- 1 
rahler of David. 

It proves a fnare to many, that they reft fatisfied 
with a traditionary faith, and with a mere form of 
religion. Afk them, why they believe the bible to 
be the word of God ? They can give you no, 
better reafon than that they always believed this ; 
that it is the common faith of their country; or 
that they have received it from their parents or 
their inftrufters. Hence, many who never enter- 
tained a doubt of the truth of chriftianity, when 
they hear it denied by others, although they may 
be at firft fhocked at their impiety, finding that 
they have little or nothing to reply to their argu- 
ments. begin to doubt of it themfelves. Ridicule 
fini/hes what fophiftry begun. They cannot think 
of feeming lefs rational than their fellows. There- 
fore thev at once facrifice to them their tradition- 
ary faith, and their empty form. 

Thole,. 
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Thofe, then, who do not whli eventually to etn- 

»race infidelity,, ought diligently and ferioufiy'to 
inveftigate the grounds of their faith. If they find 
[hat they do not tranfcend thofe already roention- 
:d, as they value their immortal fouls, they fhould 
:ry the evidences of chriftianity, efpecially by 
fearching the fcriptures ; and they fihould earneftly 
>ray for that light of the fpirit which can alone 
Juide them info truth. They ought, without de> 
jay, to devote their principal attention to this moft 
tnportant work. It may be too late, when they 
ind fuch a trial neceffary in confequence of their; 
iith being fhaken. Surely, it is not the proper 
ime to examine the ftrength of a citadel, when the 
nemy has begun to aflault it. By taking the ftart 
f the adverfary, they will be “ ready always to 
ive every man that afketh them a reafon of the 
ope that is in them.” * % 
It is not meant, that they Ihould adopt this plati 

liith a view to difpUtation. This, efpecially among; 
unlearned, generally does more hurt than fer-, 

ke to religion. When men have apoftatifed to 
ity, there is little hope of reclaiming them. 

: ae attempt may be dangerous to thofe who make 
^ becaqfe error has always a ftrong party within 

and, on every fubjeft, it is more eafy to make; 
objections; 

* J Pet. iii. ij. 
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objections than to anfvver them. But it is proper-j 
to be in readinefs to “ give a reafon,” when there 
feems to be a proper call; not with a contentious | 
fpirit, or for difplaying our own knowledge; but? 
“ with meeknefs and fear,” and for the vindication ; 
of injured truth. One, who-is in readinefs to do-! 
fo, will not himfelf be ftiaken by the cavils of ad-i 
verfaries. It is not at all furprifing, that thofef 
whofe faith has wanted a folid foundation, and 
whofe worfhip has confifted in a mere form, IhoulcL: 
J?e “ foon moved away.” They have nothing to-! 
lofe but a flia'dow. This, I fear, is the cafe with 
the generality of profefled proteftants. A real 1 

knowledge of the truth, and a heart-felt experience^ 
of its power, can alone- form a fure bulwark againfti 
apoftacy. 

Many read on one fide of the queftion only. Books,' 
which are avowedly wrote againft chriftianity, are 
read by them with the greateft eagernefs. They' 
enter on this courfe of reading, merely from curi- 
olity, or from a wifh to know the-worft that the' 
adverfaries of' our faith have to advance ; while 
yet they have no fixed prejudice againft it. But* 
blinded by the mifreprefentations of deiflical wri- 
ters, bewildered by their fophiftry, or what is pn 
bably the moft general cafe, captivated by their wit 

- and-ii 
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»nd humour, they refufe to read any thing in reply. 
So well fuited is the fyren-voice of infidelity to the 
natural unbelief of the heart, that they turn a deaf 
par to every remonftrance. Mere fallacies pafs for 
unanfwerable arguments. The fhafts of ridicule 
feem to accomplilh more againft chriftianity, than 
all the learning of philofophers, and all the power 
pf mpnarchs have been able to do. They feem to 
overpower the combined force of unqueftionable 
teftimony, and of long-lived experience. Topilh 
perfecutors drefs- up wortliy men, whom they are 
jpleafed to call heretics, in the fuppofed likenefs of 
levils. Deifts exhibit the fincere friends of chrif- 
ianity, under the odious name of fanatics in the 
jarb of fools. Both have the fame end in view ;— 
hat they may deter others from true religion. 

Many become the vi^iips of infidejity, by their 
\egleEi of the holy fcriptures ; or by reading them in 
in improper manner. They hear them traduced or 
•jdiculed by others. In the writings of deifts, they 
Iccafionally meet with particular paflages mangled 
pd mifquoted, or at lead: detached from the con- 
exion, and held up in this form as the butt of 
aillery. 'hey take them upon trull. They will 
fflt be .at the trouble to look into the book of God, 
b fee if its language be fairly reprefented. Is any 
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one part of fcripture exhibited as contradictory tc* 
another ? They will not do it the juftice to make 
an accurate comparifon. With unwearied patience 
will they follow an arrogant caviller through all his; 
fophiftries; but they will not for a moment allow 
revelation to fpeak. for itfelf. Thus, the natural! 
unbelief of their hearts is confirmed by acquired! 
prejudices. 

If they do examine fcripture, it is Under the in-^i 
fluence of prepbfifeffion. They have no defire that 
it fhould vindicate itfelf from the criminations of; 

adverfaries. Is it furprifing that fuch inquirers 
fhould meet with ftumbling-blocks ? Revelation! 
would be as falle, as many reprefent it, were no* 
this the cafe. For it allures us, that “ a fcorncr 
feeketh wifdom and findeth it not,”* that “ the1 

backflider in heart {hall be filled with his owrt 
ways,”} and that “ the wicked is fnared in the; 
work of feis- own hands.” f 

There are others, again, who read with a diffe*j{' 
rent temper. They wifti to find the fcriptures trui 
But their reading is entirely of a defultory kind, 
Their minds are not imprefied with the importance! 
of what they read. Or, perhaps they are deter- 
mined to rejeCt every thing which they cannot fully 
underftand. Now, it is impoffible that the bible i 

fhoull 
% Pfal. ix. 16. I *> Erov. xiv. 6. f Ver. 14. 
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Should be found to be true in contradiction to itfelf. 
We can only rationally expeCt that its truth fliould 
be difcovercd by us, in that very way in which it 
Exhibits itfelf to our examination, and allures us of 
:onviCtion. 

But, in the whole of revelation, there is not one 
jvord of encouragement to a carelefs inquirer. 'I he 
defling is pronounced on him only, who “ vvatch- 
:th daily at the gates of wifdom, waiting at the 
iofts of her doors.” * Thofe, who act other wife., 
ave themfelves alone to blame, if they continue 

darknefs. “ If thou crieft after knowledge, and 
ifteft up thy voice for underflanding : if thou feek- 
ft her as filver, and fearcheft for her as for hid 
•eafures: /fan fhalt thou underftand the fear of 
e Lord, and find the knowledge of God.”f 

’herefore, let not a carelefs reader go away from 
e Word, pretending that it bears no imprefs of 

jjvine m^jefty. Unlefs thou canft fay, that thou 
aft fought divine wifdom, as earneftly as^ver thou 
idft puffue any temporal enjoyment, thou haft no 
jight to complain of a defeCf of evidence. Thou 
|ft never been fincere in thy fearch after truth: 

certainly thou wouldeft, fome time or other, 
ye devoted as much attention to it, as thou haft 
jne a thoufand times to the trifles, of this world. 

As 
Prov. viii. 34. f Prov. ii. 3—5. 
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As little may thofe expert fuccefs, who approach; 

revelation as judges. It permits us, indeed, to trjr 
its evidence. It requires, in a variety of rdpecbj 
the exercife of reafon as illuminated by divihe graced 
But it refufes to lubjt?cl; its dottrines to the judge4 
ment of carnal reafon, or to admit this as the ftand^ 
ard of truth. It prefents us with the moft abun^ 
dant evidence of its being a revelation from God $ 
evidence not merely external, but internal. It calls 
our attention to its penmen ; who could neither be 
-themfelves deceived as to what they teftify, nor 
have any intereft in deceiving others, but the very-; 
contrary; who difeover the greateft candour an< 
integrity, in'recording their own faults ; and ma1 

ny of whom fealed their teftimony with their blood, 
We difeern the moU: beautiful harmony in all its f 
parts, although written by men of different rank: 
and who lived in ages very diftarit from each bthel 
It exhibits a multitude, of miracles, 1 attefted not! 
merely by its own friends, but by its moft invete- 
rate enemies. -It contains numberlefs predictions,’! 
with refpeCl to a great variety of perfons, nationj 
and ages ; many c-i which have already be^n fo e: 
actly fulfilled, that its adverfaries can find nothin 
better to fay, than what is contradicted by the mofitj 
unexceptionable- witneffes, that they were written j 
after the events. It holds up to our view a part! 
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(Qular nation, who for feventeen hundred years, 
nay, I may fay, during the whole period of their 
exiftence as a nation, have been {landing witneffes 
to its veracity; while at the fame time witnefles 
igainll themfelves. It challenges all other religions 

to a comparifon, as to the purity of its precepts. 
It claims an incomparable efficacy in difcovering 
the difeafes of the heart; and produces myriads of 
inftances as to its fovereign influence in curing them. 
It appeals its power and majefty even to the con- 
fciences of thofe who refift it. 

But while revelation affords us all this evidence as 
to its authenticity, it plainly avows that it contains 
various do&rines which it cannot fubjett to the 
authority of our reafon. It is abfurd to fuppofe 
that it ffiould. For it recommends itfelf to our re- 
gard, as having two great objeffs in view;—to 
point out the depravity of reafon, and to provide a 
Iremedy. The gofpel is addreffed to men as fpiri- 
tually blind. But can the eye, that is covered with 
darknefs, be a proper judge of the applications 

v,-which are neceffary for efte&ing its cure ? Nay, 
'Inhere are various points of revelation, vvhich feem 
oito tranfcend the comprehenfion of reafon even in a 

;ate of perfection. But, in this refpeft, revealed 
Religion requires no greater facrifice from us than 

sinatural. From the light of nature we learn that 
O there 
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there i? a God ; and even corrupt reafon admits 
that this being muft be immenfe and abfolutely 
eternal. But let the votaries of reafon tell, if they 
comprehend immenfity or abfolute eternity ? Can 
that, then, beTuftained as a fair objeftion to reve- 
lation, which equally ftrikes againft the religion of 
nature; which, if it have any force, muft go to 
the denial of all religion ? 

Many feem to read the fcriptures, merely that 
they may profane their facred language. The falt^ \ 
with which their converfation is feafoned, is not 
that of grace. Their only claim to wit confifts in 
an occafional allufion to the phrafeology of fcrip- 
ture, or in aflimilating one of the common inci- 
dents of life to fome part of its hiftory. If they 
are fo happy as to excite a laugh, they have their 
reward. They confider, neither the infult offered 
to the great revealer, by the profanation of his 
words, which are all *l moft pure nor the injury' 
they do to their own fouls, or to the fouls of 
Others. For if fuch perfons do not already dilbe- 
lieve revelation^ they feem eager to do fo. There | 
is fcarcely a practice which tends more dxre<ftly to 
efface all remaining impreffions of the divine au-* 
thority impreffed on the fcriptures. Some, who 
jure.chargeable with this audacious conduct, may 

flatteri 
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flatter themfdves that they bdjeve the oracles of 
truth. But they are certainly deftitxite of one dif- 
tiriguifhirfg character of thofe who fear God. They 
do not “ tremble at his word 

Some are ftaggered at revelation, or pretend to 
be fo, becaufe of the great fatfs or imperfections of 
thofe who are there defcribed as eminent faints. 
But confidering the compafs of revelation, which 

1 includes not merely dodtrine and precept, but hif- 
tory; it would be infufficient as a rule of manners, 
w'ere not the perfons, who are held up to our imi- 

I tation in as far as they did right, exhibited as men 
« of like pafllons” with ourfelves. AVe are com- 
manded, indeed, to prefs on towards perfection; 
AVe have one fpotlefs pattern fet before us. But 
were thofe mere men, who are propofed as en- 

|famples, exhibited without any ihade in their cha- 
racters •, confcious of our countlefs imperfe^nsj 
.we woulfl cgnclude, either that this was a fabulous 
,'hiftory, or that it was^in for us to think of imi-^f/^ 
gating them. 

Nay, this very circumftance, .which is objected 
o, the truth of fcripture, is a ftriking proof of its 

^ivine origin. Thofe who write fabulous hiftories, 
;enera!ly afcribe to their heroes a perfeCiion which' 

O 2 
* Ifa. Ixvi. h 

me re 
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mere human nature hath never attained. Even 
the annalifh. of truth ufuaily exert their utmoft abi- 
lities to palliate the vices of a favourite character. 
But, on the page of infpiration, the characters of 
priefts and prophets, of kings and conquerors, of all 
without dilUnCtion, are fairly blazoned. He who. i 
wrote for the fons, of Abraham, for the pollerity 
of Jacob, although they gloried in their progeni- 
tors, impartially narrates the unmanly falihood of 
the one, and die bafe deceit of the other. Where 
is the writer among ten thoufand, who will record 
his own faults or failings; or record them without 
any extenuation, or without any obvious defign to i 
ferve his own purpofes, perhaps to acquire greater 
honour by the confeffion, thm he could have done 
by the concealment.. . But Moles candidly relates.- 
his offence and his chaftifement. lie informs us 
of his llnful wrath, of his unadvifed language, of 
Ins prefumption in fmking the rock, in fmiting it 
twice, although he was commanded only to “ fpcaks 
to it.” For the inftru£iio.»> of future ages, he re> 
cords this fentence of Jehovah with refpeCt to him- 
felf and Aaron; “ Becauie ye believed me not, to 
fanCtify me in the eyes of the children of Ifrael 
therefore ye fhall not bring this congregation- int 
the land that I have given them Mathew and 

John] 
* Numb. xx. 8—u. 
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John honeftly narrate the various evidences of the 

| altonilhing ignorance and ftupidity, carnality and 
unbelief of the twelve, although the nfelves of the 

j number. They as particularly delcribe the apoita- 
cy of Peter as the treafon of Judas. They appear 
as witnelFes of their own infidelity to their mafter, 

; in teftifying concerning the apoftles, without any 
j palliation or exception, that they “ all forfook hint 

and fled.” 
1 David has been the principal butt of the arrows 
i of infidelity. It has been reprefented as entirely in- 
[ congruous to our ideas of divine perfection, that 1 one of fuch a character fliould be defigned by God 
“ a man after his own heart, - who fhould fulfil all 
his will*.” “ How,” may it be faid, “ could fuch 
language be i^ed by a being of infinite purity, with 
refpect to him who committed adultery with Bath- 

'fheba, and murdered her hufband, his own faitli- 
ful fervant ?” I am far from wiihing iti the leaft 
to extentiate thefe heinous iniquities. But they do 

*«iot falfify the character given of David in fcrip- 
hure. For it mu ft b< remembered, that he is call'- 
jed “ a man after God’s own heart,” not abfolute- 
py, but comparatively. In this language, he is con- 
Wafted with Saul. It may primarily refer to Da-* 

#id’s being properly the objeCt of the divine choice;. 
O 3 whereas 

* i Sam. xiii. j4. ACts jdii. a a. 
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whereas Saul was “ given in anger.” But it efpe* |i 
daily refpe£b the conduft of the one as oppofed to- I 
that of the other. Therefore, the character of 1 
David, although evidently meant as fubftantially I 
the fame with that formerly given, is afterwards: J 
exprefied merely in tke language of comparifon^ j 
Thus Samuel laid to Saul; “ The Lord hath rent | 
the kingdom of Ifrael from thee this day, and hath | 
given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than J 
thou David Was peculiarly to “ fulfil the will’* 
of God, with refpe£t to that ritual worfhip which ; 
he had given to his church; and which, during | 
that difpenfation, was of the utmoft importance to- 
her, as it unfolded the whole of her falvation. In. 
this refpeft Saul had fignally offended God, efpe- m: 
cially by intruding himfelf into the office of the | 
priefthoodf. Nearly the laft aft of his life was a -l 
renunciation of the God of Ifrael. For “ he alk- 
ed counfel of one that had a familiar fpirit, to en- \ 
quire of it; and enquired not of the Lord J.” ,] 

Some have prefumed to prefer Saul to David as \ 
to moral conduct. David, indeed, was guilty of 
adultery and murder. Had thefe been habitual- 
crimes, he would have been a very wicked man,j 

We 
* i Sam. xv. 28. + Chap. xiii. 9, 13. J 

> t 1 Chr. x. 13, 14. 
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We are not, however, to form our eftimate of any 

| character from particular a£ts, but from habits, or 
t from fuch a repetition of afts as gives reafon to 
' conclude-that there is an habitual attachment to- 
the lin committed. Saul was chargeable with fpme 

' of the moft enormous acls recorded in hiftory.. 
j Not only did he give his daughter in marriage to 
i David, with the bafe and iniquitous defign that 
fhe might prove a fnare to him * : but he fought 

| the life of his fon Jonathan, merely for fpeaking 
;; in favour of his friend and brother f. He flew in 
one day fourfcore and five of the priefts of Jeho- 

; vah; nay, fpared no living creature in the city; 
! for no other rjafon than that Ahimelech, one of 
sthefe priefts, had given David bread, and the 
fword which he had won from Goliath, and en- 
quired of God for him %. The fame fpirit cha- 
racterifes his habitual conduct. He, for many 

jjr years, indulged the moft cruel revenge agninft Da- 
i| vid, and ufed every mean for accomplilhing his 
jjj^de ft ruction ; although, according to his own con- 
Jtfeflion, he “ knew well that David fhould be king, 
4/and that the kingdom of Ifirael fliould be eftablifli- 
ahfd in his hand Duiing this moft violent, un- 
t ^merited and long-continued perftcution, David 

did 
* i Sam. xvill. 2i. f Chap. xx. 23. 

t 1 Sam. xxii. 13. 18. 19. . § Chap. xxiv. sc. 
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did not once difcover the leaft refentment. He of- 
ten fpared Saul, when he h ad hin\ in his povrer, ! 
although urged his attendants to rid himfelf of : 
fo implacable an adverfary. So greatly is he Ihock- ’ 
cd at the idea of doing any injury to “ the Lord’s 
anointed/1 that his heart linites him for merely 
cutting of the fkirt of his garment. 

David,, indeed, has been reprefented as a moft ] 
cruel man. His conduft towards the Ammonites* ij 
has been efpecially reprobated #. Some, however, 
underhand the paffage as. meaning no more than* ! 
that he employed the people in working with faws, 
harrows and'axes of iron, and in making bricks..| 
Others render it; “ And he put the. people ter | 
work in iron, and in iron-mines, and' in quarries' ! 
with inftruments of iron, after he had made thehrr ■ 
to pals before him f.” But fuppofing our tranfia- ! 
tion to exprefs the true meaning of the original, ir ; 
feems to be a probable conjecture, that this cruel ’ 
mandate was iflued by David, at the time that his j 
heart was hardened after his great tranfgrefliotn j 
For although the account of his conduCt with re- | 
fpeCt to the Ammonites, follows that of the birth j 
of Solomon, it muit be remembered that the order 

cS 
* a Sam. xii. 31. 
§ VkU Poll Synops. in loc. Danzti Diflert. de Davids in; 

Ammonitas deviftos mitigata crudelitate, cit. ap. SloAiL 
Glav. Ling. Satiit. voc, Haroi.tz.J 
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| of events is not always ftri£tly adhered to in fcrip- 
jj ture-hiftory. According to our tranflation, it is^ 
I impoflible to vindicate the conduit of David, but 
(it may be viewed as an alleviating circumftance, that 
-the Ammonites had poured the greatefl: poffible 
■contempt on his ambafiadors. Bclides, it is well 

? known that, in thefe times, war was univerfally 
carried on with a barbarity, which excites the hor- 

\ ror of more civilized ages. It ieems incredible, 
i that David fliould have treated all the inhabitants 
I of the cities of Ammon in this manner. For we 
/ fmd that afterwards, when he was a fugitive from 
| his rebellious Ton Abfalom, Shobi, the brother-of 
that Hanun king of Ammon, who was (lain in the 
fiege of Rabbah, liberally fupplied David with ne~ 
ceflaries *. This liberality muft have been entire- 

: ly voluntary. For David was in a defencelefs fi- 
tuation. Mad his cruelty ta the Ammonites been 
as great as it has been generally reprefented, it is. 
natural to fuppoie Jijjat Shobi would have embra- 

|jced this opportunity of wreaking his revenge on 
him ; efpecially as he would thus have fecured the 
favour of Abfalom, who at this time feemed to be 
certain of poffeiling the throne of Ilrael. 

k David, fo far from bemg cruel in the general 
itenor of his conduft, difcovered a clemency un- 

known 
Sam. xvii. 27—39., 
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known to the princes of that age. It has been " 
common, in fome eaftern. countries, for the reign- i 
ing prince to deftroy all the^ pdfterity of his prede-1 
cellbr, in order to prevent a competition for the j f 
cro^n. Long after the time of David, this was | > 
frequently done in the land of Ifrael. Such was theil 
barbarous policy of Zimri* of Jehuf, and of Atha-1 
liahj. Jehoram, in order to “ ftrengthen himfelf, 1. 
flew all his brethrenDavid, on the contrary,!' 
ipared all tlie pofterity of Saul; and not only re-1 
ftored to the fon of Jonathan all the land which ! 
Saul had poffefied, but made him to “ fit at his J 
table continually.” Towards the end of his reign,! 
indeed, feven of the defcendants of Saul were * 
given up to the Gibeonites. But it is evident that * 
David confented to this, only in confequence of » ■ 
refponfe from the oracle of God, which declared V 
the neceffity of an atonement for the aggravated ! 
crime of Saul in flaying the Gibeonites || 

But notwithflanding all the obloquy that infi^M 
dels have poured on this monarch, the hiftory of M 
mankind does not afford us an infiance of a mere! 
man, who was more regular in the external dutiesJ| 
of religion, more zedlous for divine ordinances* 

more* 
* i Kings, xvi. u. f 4 Kings-x. ir. 
X 2 Rings xi. i. $ a Chr. xxi. 4, 

jj 4 Sam. xxi. 1. 14. 
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nore heavenly in his habitual temper, more patient 
;n adverfity, more dutiful to his lawful fuperiors, 
ir lefs actuated by a fpirit of refentment than Da- 
fid. Thefe atrocious acts, with which he was 
hargeable, throw a fliade on his charadler; but 
Ihey do not change it. If his fall was great, his 
epentance was no lefs remarkable. Even thefe 
[ark lines in his conduct, inltead of obfcuring the 
ight of revelation, occafionally lend it new luftre. 

: God is well plea*3-facred records, do we find a 
; end in the inS 'w*t^ own hand a confeflion of 
- yided fo-xhibiting them in the moft atrocious 
\ ry fror^Npublilhing this confeflion to all his fub- 
j: to depiCCOr^^ng to th6 common principles of hu- 
< -ature, had not David been infpired by God, 

is hardly conceivable that he would have wrote his 
enitential pfalm for the ufe of the church in her 
ublic worthip, and for tranfmitting a narrative of 
as guilt to all fucceeding ages. In this inftance, 

: arely. he did not aft after his own heart. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IK. 

Rejifting the evidence of facts ^ in refpeEl to human deM 
pravity. Extreme ajf duity of infidels. A Uitlq, 
learning. Uncommon fpirit of innovation. 

Many prove their own tempters, by refilling 
the cleareft evidence from faEls-> as to the corruption 
of human nature. It mu ft fir ikv. , ' , na not only re- - who believes the being of God, anu , ^ Vvhich 
attentive view of fociety, that man cam., 't at his j in that ftate in which he dropt from the ^ ,n ’ 

* his all-wife and beneficent Creator. Whei | 
turn our eye, we fee vice more prevalent th . , J 
tue. We perceive that this is not peculiar to one 
generation. If we confult the page of hiftory, we 
find it blotted with crimes. It feems to be little 
more than a mournful record of human wicke< 
nefs, and of its fatal confequences. If we endi 
vour to trace this depravity as near to its fource 
poflible, it appears revolting to reafon to fuppofd 
that all this can be afcribed to the influence of ex>||f 
ample. We difcern this bitter fruit breaking fort] 
from the moft tender (hoots of our nature. W^j 
fee the very bloflbms of infancy blaftcd by perverfe- 
nefs,. difobedience, envy and refentment. Th^ 

tongu< 
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tongue feems more willing to utter falflioods, than 
able to exprefs founds. It is no lefs evident that 
this evil is univerfal j that it extends its influence 

, through every nation, and that the fame corrupt 
; propenfity appears in the children of religious pa- 1 rents, as in thofe of the wicked. 

Now, as reafon itfelf aflures us that this could 
| not be the original ftate of man, what inference are 

we to deduce from his prefent ftate ? Either, that 
[ God is well pleafed that he ftiould entirely lofe his 
; end in the creation of man : or, that he hath pro- 

vided fome means for fecuring that revenue of glo- 
ry from our nature, of which fin hath attempted 

| to deprive him. The firft inference is unnatural. 
5 For it would follow, as to all that can be perceived, 
in the prefent ftate at leaft, that God had “ made 
all men in vain.” Now, it is not luppofabiC mat, 

rl through the whole period of the revolution of time, 
! God ftiould do nothing for the vindication of his 

0 honour. It is certainly, therefore, inoft reafonaole 
( fo fuppofe that he hath provided fome means for 

ireftoring the ruins of that fail, which the evidence 
f faffs forbids us to deny. 

I;; But thofe who overlook or refift, this ftriking e- 
jtividence,-lay a fnare for themfelves. For it is one 
|pf the ftrongeft collateral proofs of the truth of 
nfcripture. it pleads the necejftty of a divine revela- 

P tion 
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tion. It proclaims a defeat in our nature, whieR j 
liuman exertion cannot remedy. It produces the I 
experience of thoufands of years to prove, that all j 
the efforts of human reafon have been infufficient | 
to difeover theffource, and much more to perform 
the cure of this univerfal difeafe. It exhibits all | 
the vvifdom of heathen philoGaphers-as learned ig- I 
norance, and all their virtue as a gaudy veil to vice. | 
It alfo in fo far contributes its teflimony to the f 
truth of chriftianity; For it confirms the feriptu- 
ral account of the depravation of our nature, in all ] 
its extent. The evidence of fa6ts -cannot indeed 
reach to the origin of this evil. But it has nothing f 
to obi eel to the truth of the fcriptural account. On j 
the contrary, it prefents fomething iu its ^favour. | 
It allures us that the evil is too general, that its ef- || 
feels arc too much alike in all the different modifi- I [ 
cations of human nature, and that they appear too - | 
early, to proceed from imitation. It looks with a 11 
favourableieye to the doctrine of tran'million. As 11 

/the fame effeftj appear in all nations, and in- the i ■ 
eaiiieft'ages, it feems to lead us away from our im- ;jt 
mediate parents to the parents of our race*. .As it ,1! 
fupplies us with no proof that this difeafe of the j 
foul is analogous to thofe of the body; that its vi-1 
rulence is either increafed or diminiflied by tranf-ij 
mifiion through innumerable generations; or thatl 

its 
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its ftrength in the child depends in any refpeft on 
the immediate parent;—the moft wicked children 
often proceeding from the nwft virtuous parents, 
and vice verfa ; it affords a prefumption, at lead, in 
favour of a federal tran {'million. 

The extreme of daily of thofe who embrace infi- 
delity, may be another reafon of its fuccefs. This 
feems to exceed any thing recorded in the hiftory 
of former ages. Their attacks are not direeled 
mer ely againif the ‘ great- or the learned. They 
ilrain every nerve for diffeminating tffeir principles 
amoftg the common people. And it is a circum- 
ftance truly alarming, that their fuccefs feems in 
fome degree to correfpond with their affiduity. 
This dellrudtive leaven is faft fpreading through the 
mais of mankind. Thofe, therefore, who “ watch 
for fouls” are certainly bound to ufe every endeavour 
for preventing, its-Fatal effects ; particularly, by il- 
luftrating the grounds of chriftianity in the plained 
manner poffible, by urging the neceflity of a faith ■ 1 refiing fokly on the authority of God manifeiting 

pilieif in the Word, and by preaching thofe great 
^odtrines of our holy religion, which, by the di- 
vine bkffmg, have proved the fupport of the 
church through fo many ages. 

P 2 ft 
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It is alfo incumbent on all who wilh to adhere 

to chriftianity, to avoid an intimate ccrrefpondence- | 
v/ith avowed infidels. Their zeal to make profe- 
lytes renders them dangerous companions. They ^ 
have many ways of infinuating themfelves. They 
may allure you, that they only wilh your illumina- J 
tion : and perhaps Uaey think fo. They may tell | 
you, that they were once as ignorant and prejudi- | 
ced as you; but that reading and refieilion cured | 
them. They may endeavour to inlinuate them- I 
felves into youj; favour, under the malk. of politics, j 
If their fentiments coincide with yours on this fub- ' s 
je£t, they may urge you to the fame exercife of | 
reafon in religious matters ; alluring you that, upon J| 
a fair trial, you trill find your prejudices on. this- || 
head as ill-founded as many that you have former- f$| : 
iy entertained with refpedt to politics. 

Do you refufe to liften to them, they may tell 
you that it is- a poor opinion which cannot bear to. y 
be difputed ; that you are certainly confcious of the 
weaknefs of your caufe. They will probably at- 
tempt to work on your pride ; and here they wilt 
be very apt to make an imprelfion. You may per- j 
haps be fo confident of the goodnefs of your caufe,, 
as to fear no danger from their company. But 
whatever confidence you have in this refpe£t, be- 
ware of confidence in yourfeives. “ Be not high- 

minded; 
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minded;'but fear.” “An haughty fpirit gpeth 
before a fall.” How many, who have formerly de.- 
tefted drunkennefs or lewdnefs,' have fallen a fa* 
orifice to fuch vices, becaufe. they trufted in theif 
own ftrength, and could not fuppofc that they 
would be enfnared by others ? 'Fherefore, they 
have ventured into their company,, and become 
their prey. 

The bold aflertions of an arrogant writer may 
confound and overpower one who has read little, 
who. is not well eftablifhed in the principles of 
chriftianity, or who does not know that bold af- 
fection has ftill been the main fort of the adverfa- 
ries of our faith. A parade of learning, and high 
pretences to philofophy may pleafe another, who 

I \ is of a heady turn of mind, and who may be utter- 
« ly incapable of detecting a falfe quotation, or pen- 
jKoeiving the fallacy of an argument. Many indeed, 

in our time, become the victims of a little learning. 
(|“During the former part of their lives, they have 
Miiever thought.. Through the perfuafion of others, 
tjfjperhaps, they turn their attention to fome of the 
^jdeifiical writings, which are circulated with fuch 
itfnduftry. In thefe they meet with a fyftem, if it 
[ban deferve the name, ftiited to the temper and 
hitviihes of their finful hearts. They find it eafy to 

ve what they wifli to be true- Scarcely have 
they 
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they read a few books of this kind, or a few pages ; 
of one book, ere they are dated with ideas of their 
own wifdom. They Look down with contempt on ! 
the folly, prejudice, and bigotry of thofe, who-, al- 
though they have a thoufand times confidered the ; 
arguments by which they are fo eafily captivated, 
have been fa blind as not to perceive their forces 
Thus they verify the language of the poet, and 
lliew the propriety of his advice; 

A little learning is a dangerous thing: 
Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian fpring. i j( 
But if you know your own hearts, you muft feel 1 

that they are naturally prone to error. Why, \ jt 
then, put yourfelves in its way ? Liften to the lan- i f 
guage of one, who, it muft be admitted, was juft- 1 ( 
ly celebrated for wifdom. If finners entice thee, n 
confent thou not“ Ceafe to hear the inftruc- 
tion that caufeth to err from the ways of know- f 
ledge -j.” In the prefent ftate of your minds, you ; : 
furely reckon thofe finners, who deny divine reve- ’l - 
lation. If, therefore, you have any regard for t 
this, liften to the precept; “ Confent theu net.” : 
If you obferve that fuch men are not reclaimed ! L 
from their vices by this new do&rir.e, you may con- j £ 
£der them as full more entitled to the defignaticn ' 
of finners. If tlie tavern or the brothel be their t 

only I 
* Frov. i. 10. f Chap. xix. 27. 
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only temple,, they nrnft be in a pniable ftate who 
become their profelytes. 

f • An uncommon fpirit of innovation prefently afiu- 
f iates fociety. As to its extent, and iimilarity of o- 

peratkm in places very remote from each other, it 
has no parallel in hiftory. That fuch is the gene- 

i «ral ftate of ibciety as, in a variety of refpe&s, loud- 
ly to call for a change, will fcarcely be denied by 
any perfon of ordinary candour. But, from the 
Jdepravity of our nature, what is in itfelf good, can 
Teldom be effetted without a mournful difplay of 
’evil. What is eventually beneficial, is often in the 

. ifirft inftance pernicious; as the pearl cannot be 
• Termed without the deftru&ion or difeafe of the 
11 animal to which it owes its birth. 

[ Even at the time of the glorious Reformation, 
fome of its pretended friends went to fuch excefs, 
as to bring a load of reproach on the whole caufe. 
When we look back to the early ages of chriftian- 
ity, we are (hocked at tire blafphemies and immo- 
ralities of the Gnoftics, and aftonifhed that a great 
body of thofe who affurped the chrifiian name,. 
Should become a prey to this horrid contagion. 

flWe find heathen writers charging chriftians in ge- 
4iteral with thefe impieties, and reprefenting them 
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as the neceiTary efteAs of the chriftian dofirinei. 
But when we examine more narrowly, we perched! 
that thele excelles wei'e nothing more than the ac-t 
cklent&l conlequencea of the wonderful change in-! 
troduced into the religious Bate of mankind, by.; 
the propagation of the gofpel; and that they were; 
properly the effects of human depravity, which had 
only fought out a new channel. We tan even 
trace this impious fyftem back to heathenifm itfelf; 
and obtain the molt fatisfying evidence that its aui-j 
thors had merely given it a new name. 

Some, becaufe of the dreadful working of hu« 
man corruptions, may difcern, in the prefcht con-| 
vullions, no hand but that of man. But he who j 
reads the volume of providence by the light of re* 
velation, will not only-difcern the holy hand of 
God, but reft afl'ured that he will make even “thel 
wrath of man to praife him and tliat,; when 
hath accomplilhed his own purpofes, he will “ re* 
ftrain the remainder of it.” But an aflurance of: 
this kind can be no apology for indifference with 
refpetft to thofe things which are previouily hurtful*. 

The conjecture of the penetrating Sir. Ifaac Neufa 
ton, that God would make ufe of.a temporary pre^ 
valence of deifm for deftroying the power pf Anti- 
chrift, feems highly probable. But no lincere 
yhriftian will therefore look with a favourable, or 

eveM 
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*»vpn with a careleCi eye on the mournful progrefs 
lof infidelity. The infinitely wife God can make 
whe greatefl: evil fubfervient to the accompliIhment 
L>f the greatefi: good. He hath permitted and ovcr- 
cruled the fall of man, for a more illuftrious difplay 
fof his perfections, than, could have been given if 
Ikm had never entered. But fin is not, on this ac- 

:ount, one whit kfs abominable, or left to be a- 
voided by us. Even when there may be an abfo- 
lute certainty as to the goodnefs of the end, it can- 
pot juftify us in defiring the means, if in them- 
(elves evil. The believing Jews were affured that 
pod was to melt, and try, and refine his church 
>y means of the inroads of the heathen, the defo- 

liation of his fanftuary, and the captivity of Judah. 
Ip et there is a wo denounced again ft them who 
||‘ defired the evil day.” And the reafon of this 
lldenunciation commends itfelf to every rational 
Ikund; “ For the day of the Lord is darknefs, and 
ijpot light.” * Although he be pleafed eventually to 
Mhake light to arife out of obfcurity; yet the evil 
jsf fin, or of affliction is ftill the fame in its nature. 
Jr A fpirit of innovation, as has been already ob- 
urerved with refpeCt to a fpirit of inquiry, is in great 
ubnger of trefpaffing all reafonahle bounds. It is 
Jfifpofed to be jealous of every thing that has the 
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ftamp of antiquity, and partial to vrhatfdevcr aF®lk‘ 
pears in the garb cf novelty. Often does it make! 
no diBinftion between truth and falfliood. If it! 
find them blended, it will not be at the trouble to-i! 
attempt a reparation. 

The baleful effe&s of'this fyirif, when not proi i 
perly regulated, are alAs ! too vifible in a neighffl ■ 
bouririg country. When not properly regulated', 
 I fay; for what fome may indiferiminately call 
innovation, may be more juftly termed rtnovatiorfit * 
and may be indifpenlably neceflary for the happff. * 
nefs of fociety. I fincerely wifti that there wereH 
juft grounds for attempting to exculpate France1 

from the charge of irreligion. The truth is, eveh 1 

before the revolution, the great body of the fiaticn 
had no religion to lofe, but that which corlfiftei 
in bowing to an image, or in obfervmg a holiday.; ^ 
However, when the nation as fuch is accufed of 
fpeculative-atheifm, the colouring of the pifture; ' 
feems too ftrong to be juft. That rot a few had 
the audacity to avow atheifm,'' cannot be doubted^ f 
It ftems no lefs certain, that the generality of 
thofe in power, for a confiderable time at lea ft,; I 
wiftied to difeourage the chriftian religion, as far; 
as' they could do it without avowedly‘renounci ng : 
the-national doRrine concernicg'the natural rights 
of men; 
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It is not my defign to enter into any political dif* 

ufllon. But it feems no more than jufticc to ob- 
:rve, that it is not a fair argument again ft any par- 
cular fyftem of civil pohcy, tl>at thofc who have 
mbraced it difcover no prediledfion for chrTtiani- 

Our holy religion teaches us to give all due 
.ibjcction to any government, under which we 
.ay be providentially placed. But it does not re- 
mmend any particular form in preference to ano- 
sr. There is reafon to fear, however, that the. 
nnsxion which takes place in a neighbouring coun- 

;y between the principles of civil liberty and thofe 
f infidelity, although this connexion is merely ac- 
dental, may prove a mare to many. They are 
lends to the civil rights of fociety. They fee a 
•eat nation emancipating themlelves from flavery. 
icy fincerely with them fuccefs. They perceive 
at interefted. or bigotted priefts have exerted 
iemfelves to the utmoft to preferve the falling fa- 
iic of the, afttichrifiban conftitution ; and, for this 

•pole, have attempted to form a rampart in de- 
ice of civil tyranny. They fee ihat nation exaf- 
^ted againft thefe minifters of defpot^m. They 
ferve their jealoufy of all who are invefted with 
fplritual character. They firft view the excefies 

rinitted with a pauial ;eye, and with to apolo- 
je for them. From their ardour as apologias. 
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they, inadvertently perhaps, are hurried into the; 
rank of defenders. They look around them, and 
difcern fome who call themfelves the minifters of 
religion, although not the votaries of Rome, avowvj 
ing themfelves enemies of every fpecies of reform ; 
lamenting the deftruftion of thofe altars which have: 
been deluged with the blbod of innocents, and 
Idaded with many more human facrifices than ever 
ftained the altars of heathenifin ; and earneftly in- 
voking the blefling of “ the Brince of peace” on 
“ the confufed noife of the warrior,” for the pur- 
pofe of defending his holy religion. They perfuade 
themfelves that fuch perfons are actuated by no o- 
ther motive than intereft; and are thence in dan- 
ger of haftily concluding, that the minifters of eve- 
ry' religion are animated by one fpirit; and that! 
every thing which bears this name is merely a poi f 
litical device for fecuring the obedience of the ig- 
norant. 

Others may be enfnared by a procefs fomewhatl 
different. When they read the works whicii have!| 
appeared in favour of liberty, they are amazed that;', 
they have never formerly difcerned- what now ap- 
pears lb obvious. I heir mental powers are codjjs 
founded by what they conlider as a blaze ot light. 
But, in thefe writings, they perceive a variety of. 
fly infinuations to the prejudice of chriftianity ; per4 
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haps, Open afiertions of its being a grofs impofi- 
tion. They are probably (hocked af firft. But 
they difcern fo much truth in thefe publications, 
that they are unwilling to fuppofe that there can be 
any mixture of fallliood. They are fatisfied that 
they have been hitherto milled as to politics; and 
they begin to fufpeft that they have been equally 
under the prejudices of education with refpedt to 
religion. They probably meet with the works of 
fome of the mod: zealous adverfaries of chriftianity 
who have appeared in this century. 'jr^ey,fincl 
that thefe men were friends to the natural rights of 
men, that they abhorred perfecutjon, and unmalk- 
ed the villainy of fuch prieftSjas pretended to “.do 
God fervice” by deftroying his image. They con- 
fider not that their favourite authors had no accefs 
to fee chriftianity in her native purity; that they 
faw her only as employing the deceptions of a vile 
forcerefs, and as unftreathing the fword of a bloody 
Amazon. But finding that thefe enemies of reli- 
;gion were the friends of liberty, they incautioufly 
■infer that the combination is natural and neceflary. 

CL CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 

382 

Addrefs to Britons ; in -which fome of the prejudices 
againf chrifianity are confdered. 

FRIENDS and COUNTRYMEN, let me intreat j 
you to beware of deceiving yourfelves, or being ! 
feduced by thofewho, it may be fufpetfed, are more Ij 
inveterate enemies to our holy religion than to any I 
particular fyftem of politics; and are chiefly influ- i 
enced, in their zeal againft defpotifm, by the fafci-1'1 

nating hope that chriftianity Ihall perifli with it. T 
In the heat of a&ion, friends have been often mif- | 
taken for foes, and treated as fuch. In the ardour j 
of your zeal for what you confider as the common 1 ‘ 
intereft of fociety, feme things may feem infupe- i 1 

rable objeaions to the chriftian religion, which are 1 l 
in fail as repugnant to its fpirit as they can poflibly j t 
be to yours; and others, which, inftead of being f t 
objections, are invincible arguments in its favour. | ; 

Do you deteft the abominable prieftcraft and j i 
hypocrify, by which a great part of the world has f s: 
fo long been enflaved ? And are they not totally | jb 
inconfonant to the 1'pirit of chriftianity ? In any of ‘j« 
the writings of the fons of Reafon, are thefe hate- jf 
ful characters expofed' with more plainnefs and # 
energy than in the dilcourfes of Jefus ? Does he # 
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not exprcfsly prohibit all grimace, oftentation or 
chicanery in religion ? Was there not a brand o£ 
infamy let on prieftcraft, on its very firft appear- 
ance in the chrirtbn church ? Peter difiembled, and 
fynibolized with the judaizing chriitians. Not only 
did Paul with hand him to the face-j but, for the 
inftruflion and warning of all fucceeding ages, it is 
recorded by the fpiiit of infpiration, that “ he was 
to be blamed.” 

Are you fhocked at the ridiculous mummery, 
t fuperftition, and Ulolatry introduced, under the 

name of worfhip, by many who have called them- 
felves chriftians? And can any thing be more ad- 
verfe to the genius of our religion ? Does not Jefus 
exprefsly forbid “ vain repetitionsand declare 
the vanity of that worfhip whkh has no other au- 
thority than “ the commandments of men ?” Does 
his doftrine afford the leaf!: ground for fuperftition ? 
On the contrary, does he not reprehend every ap- 
pearance of it with the greateft feverity ? Inftead of 

1 encouraging men to think that aufterity and pe~ 
|nance are acceptable fervices, does he not enjoin 
(mercy in preference to facrifice ? Is not the wor- 
Hhip of angels, of all creatures, forbidden in the 

10ft explicit terms ? Is not the church releafed 
jjifrom the ftated obfervation of any day but the 
Ijjdmftian fabbath ? Does not the whole of that wor- 
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fiiip required in the New Teftament, recommend , 
itfelf as a “ reafonable fervice ?■’ 

When you read the hiftory of the chriftian world 
for a long feries of ages, you are difgufted at the j 
tofurpations of the clergy. 7 ou complain, that j 
^ou find them ftvll grafping at power and aggran- i I 
dizement, thrufting themfelves into the cabinets of ■ f 
pi'inces, and even prelumptuoufly feizing the reins | 
of empire. Hence, you are jealous, perhaps, of 
the very charadler, and prejudiced againlt a reli- 
gion, whofe minifters feem to have almoft uniform- : ■ 
Jy a£led fo unbecoming a part. But is it fair to 
judge of a religion by the condudl-of its minifters,. ] . 
unlefs that religion authorizes this conduct? Will I ' 
any one prefume to fay that this is the cafe here ? 
Does nof the author of our religion reprobate this J, >, 
eondudt ? Did he not feverely^check the fpirit of f , 
ambition on its firft-appearance among his follow- | 
ers ? Did he not prohibit them from imitating tin?- ;: 
•Gentiles, in exercifing dominion one over another? i 
Did he not require that he who would be the| ft 
greateft, (hould feek this diftin&ion only by ftrivingJ t 
to furpafs others in humility ? 

The apoftacy of a great part of the chriftian] L 
world, as has been formerly obferved, inftead of, I 
being an argument againft chriftianity, was ncceft ’ 
fary to difplay its truth. I do not mean that it was] 

‘i 
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fo abilra&ly. But it being the fovereign pleafure 
of God, that there fhould be afecond Babylon foe 
the trial of his church ; and this being exprefsly 
foretold; chriftianity would have no claim to out 
faith, had not the prediction been verified. Every 
circumfiance of this “ falling away” is as jjarticu* 
larly declared in the New i eftament, as if it had 
been written after the event. No terms can more 
emphatically exprefs the character of the Romilh 
ufurper, than thofe employed by the Apoftle Raul. 
He is deferibed as “ oppoling and exalting himfelf 
above all that is called God,” whether in heaven 
or in earth, “ or that is wordiipped; lb that he as 
God fitteth in the temple of God, Ihewing himfelf 
that he is God;” impioufly claiming a power to 
pardon fin after it is committed, and to grant a 
difpenfation for the commiilion of it. He is alfo 
faid to come with “ lying wonders impofing upon 
mankind by a falfe claim to miraculous powers, and 
by mere juggling under this name. * It is declared 

l that he ftiould “ forbid to marry, and command to 
i abftain from meats.” f The very feat of his em- 

pire is fo particularly marked out, that no other 
city in the known world can be miftaken for it. ^ 

0.3 It 
* Theff. it. 3, 4* 9* t 1 Tim. iv. 3. 

£ Rev. xvi:. 9. 18. 



ALARM TO BRITAIN iM 
It merits your particular attention, that thsf | 

church of Rome refufes the ufe of the bible to the ' 
laity, afid therefore keeps it locked up in an un- 
known tongue. For what reafon, but becaufe flie 
knows that her do&rines and praftices flatly con* 
fraditfljl the kng.uage of infpiration ; and that no- 
thing more is necefTary for convincing the unlearn- 
ed that this is the cafe, than merely to fuffer them 
to read the fcdptures ? The prieftcraft .and villainy 
of the Roman clergy can therefore be no juft ^>b~ 
j eft ion to chriftianity. For here we have a decifive : 
proof of their being convinced that the holy fcrip* , i: 
tures are direftly againft them; 

While there is the fulleft ’evidence that the cha- i i 
rafters already mentioned, with a variety of others) 
exclufively apply to the biftiep -of Rome, it is ab- 1 ■ 
folutely. inconceivable that thefe could have been ■ 
thrown out by the Apoftles in the way of conjec-’jj ■ 
ture. Wife men might, on probable grounds’,. ; 

have foretold the fail of. tl>e Roman empire; be-1 
caufe it was taught by the experience of ages, that j 
the greateft empires had their rife, their zenith,- t 
and their declenflom But when the Roman en> | 
pjre was not only at'the fummit-of its glory, but j > 
when the minifters of Cirri ft were accounted « the ^j : 
offscouring.of alj things,” and expofed to the feve-*: ? 
reft perfecution ; was it in. the leaft degree probable,! s 

thatip. 
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tftet the whole povfrer of this empire, after its being 
fhattt red to pieces, fhould not merely be revived 
tinder another form, but be engrofled by one call- 
ing himfelf a minifter of the crucified Jefus, and 
claiming all this power lolely on a religious ground jr 
nay, that, under this new form, the dominion of 
Rome fliould be far more ftable, permanent and 
extenfive than it had ever been under the, conquer- 
ors of the world ? No one, aftijjg on rational prin- 
ciples, would have hazarded fuch a conjecture. 
For the hiftory of mankind had prefented nothing 

'analogous. Priefts had been known to enjoy very 
great influence over _ various nations;* But there 
had been no example of one claiming a right to the 
regal, merely bccaufe of his pofieffing the facerdo- 
tal character. Hitherto the feeptre had never been 
ingrafted on the crofier. It was more improbable 
that this ihould take place at Rome than any where 
elfe. For there, as if it had been meant to prevent 
any prieflly ufurpations, the fupreme pontifical 
authority had been afllimed as a mere .appendage 
of the imperial. 

You obferve, perhaps^ that the church has gene- 
rally difeovered a perfecuting fpirit; that this has 
not been peculiar to the church of Rome, but that 
it has more or lefs charafterized the profeffbrs of 

iriftianity in every age ;, and that, in this refpeft, 
1^- • the. 
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the difference between one party and another has t 
been principally owing to the polleflion, or to the > 
want of power. Would to God, that I could avert [ 
thefe criminations from the church, witli the fame i> 
eafe as from chriftianity. It muft be acknowledged. tc 
with regret, that the profeffors of our holy religion ■' 
have, in this refpeft, afforded too much ground - 
for the reproaches of its adverfaries. Not a little 1 

of the corrupt leaven of a perfecuting fpirit, im-p-f 

ported from the church of Rome, has hitherto diR f 
graced the generality of the proteftant churches- f 
Never, till the prefent age, do the rights of con- k 
fcience feem to have been generally underftood. i f. 
Even in this age, there are many who, if they un- ‘ 
derftand, are neverthelefs determined not to admit- * 
them. They refufe that a man is entitled to dil- t 
charge any civil office, but on the ground of a par— fc 
ticular profeffion of religion. Chrillianity h^s beem i 
fo betrayed or mifmanaged by its profeffed friends,. »• 
that it muft long ere now have perilhed, had not tc 
its origin and fupport been from above. 

A datinguilhed writer of this age has aimed a < 
fatal ftab at chriftianity, by affigning the intolerant11 
ipirit of this religion as one of the principal caufesi S 
of its rapid propagation and general eftablilhmentJ ^ 
But let the decitlon of the controverfy be referred! ! 
to the writings of the New Teftament, There wed 



ALARM TO BRITAIN: iS* 
ifiml that our compaffionate Saviour feverely check- 
jjed this unchril'tian fpirit, as Toon as it made its ap- 
jpearance. When fome of the difciplcs, in thef 
Warmth of their zeal for the honour of their Maf- 
ter/propofed to bring fire from heaven for the de- 
ftruftion of the Samaritans, who had rejefted him, 
me iharpiy.reproved them, laying; “ Ye know not 
(what manner of fpirit ye are of: for the Son of; 
man came not to deltroy men’s lives, but to fave.” * 
When Peter fmote with the fwordj he commanded 

’him to put it up into theYcabbard, and miraculouf* 
dy repaired the injury he had done to the high- 
prieft’s fervant. Our Lord feems to have had no 
(Other reafon for permitting. Peter to carry a fword 
with him, than that-he might, at the moft proper 
[time that could have been chofen, give his exprefs 
teftimony againft the unhallowed idea of propaga- 

,;tipg or fopporting his religion by carnal weapons; 
land of pronouncing this Sentence, as a premonition 
to his followers in every age; « All they that take 
;fhe fword fhall perilh with the fword.” f We are 
icxprefsly taught that « the weapons of our warfare 
^re not carnal;” and that the church has nothing u to do with them who are without” her pale, for 

them that are without the Lord judgeth.” J In 
the 

* Luke ix. f Mat. xxvi. 5*. 
J 1 Cor. v. it, 13. 
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the revelation made to John, Jefus feems to allude ] 
to the language he had formerly addrelTed to Peter ^ > - 
as appropriating the fpirit of perfecution to that, r. 
ufurper who pretends to be the fucceflbr of this ; 
apodle. He at once exprefTes both his charaiSler j 
and his fate : “ He that killeth with the fword mull L 
be killed with the fword.” .Inftead of permitting. L' 
his faithful followers to recriminate by the ufe of | 
fimilar weapons, he arms-them with thofe only of t 
a fpiritual kind: “ Here is the patience and the r 
faith of the faints.” * 

The very perfecutions of the faints are exprefsly ;! 
predicted in fcripture ; not merely thofe that they i 
Ihould fullain Ifcm avowed, enemies of chriRi-'-nit^v s 
hot thcfe alfo in which profelTed chriftiaps diould | 
be the agents. The perfecuting charafler of anti- 1 

chrift is particularly marked. It is declared that i 
he (houki “ wear out the faints of the inoft High.”t i i. 

It may be juftly affirmed, that many of the mod 
cruel perfecutors of the faints have themfelves beer* : 
infidels. They have pretended to aftfrom zeal fo* 
a particular profeffion of religion ; but have otherT j 
wife given the mod fatisfying evidence that* they 
believed no religion at all. Particularly fome of 
the greated perfecutors of the proteftants have been* 
actuated by no other principle than hatred of thofe 

who. 
* Rev. xiii. rc. f Dan. Vii. 25. 
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who expofed their vices, or who had the prefump- 
tion to differ from them in their external profeffion. 
The learned Bayle, although himfelf ftill accufed 
|)f fcepticifm, and even tufpefted of infidelity, has 
pbfervcd, that “ we may perceive the trick of thofe 
panegyrifts and flatterers, who afcribe to a great 
eeal for the truth the perfecution of thofe who have 
[>een called heretics. It is nothing in general,” he 
fays, “ but ferocity, rage, brutal paffion, ambition, 
ind principles of a fimilar nature How unjuft, 
!hen, to -charge chriflianity with crimes which ac- 
knowledge no other fource than human corrup- 
ion ; 'which, fo far from proceeding from a ge- 
luine perfuafion of its truth, may more juftly be 
fcribed to a deep-rooted hatred of it. 

The pride of fovereigns has been more frequently 
ie fource of perfecution than any zeal for religion. 
,ouis XIV. fo unjuftly called the Great, difcovers the 

|-ue motive of his barbarity towards the proteftants, 
i a letter wrote by the Marquis de Louvois, one of 
is minifters. “ It is the kings pleafure, that fuch as 

|sfufe to conform to his religion fliould be punifh- 
with the utmoft rigour.” The fervility of the 

aurt co-operated with the pride of the fovereign. 
or, the violences referred to “ were the confe- 

quences 
* Critique Generale de 1’Hiftoire du Calvinifme de M. 
aimbourg, p. 48. 
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quences of the fpirit which then prevailed at court'*) 
that every thing ought to fubmit to the will of it 
Louis XIV.*” If the barbarous policy of the | 
court, during this period, in forcing upwards of a i 
million of proteftants either to leave their •country,;} 
or to abjure their religion, did not proceed froml 
infidelity ; there is evei;y reafon to fuppofe that it 
greatly contributed to the intereft of this fyftem.Ji 
Nothing could operate more fetfe&ually for expofing jl 
religion to. ridicule, than to ufe it as a pretence for 
fuch Ihocking cruelty j while it was at the fame.jl 
time evident, that the arbitrary will of a tyrant wasi 
the true reafon. 

But it may ftill feem an important objection, that| 
you have never feen or read of any civil eftablilh-j 
ment of chriftianity, which has not been unfavour# 
able to the natural rights of men, or included in if 
fome degree of perfecution. It mu ft be acknow# 
ledged, as a faa attefted by hiftor?, that in genejl 

’ ral the church has either ufurped authority overjj 
the ftate, or the ftate has endeavoured to make a; 
tool of the church. When the latter has not ap-ij 
peared as .an arrogant and .imperious miftrefs, Ihet 
has often funk into the line of a cringing dependetMi. 
But as you are not to judge of chriftianity by the?! 

1Pil| 
* Voltaire’s Age of Louis XIV. chap. 43' 

1 
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i faint of her profeffed votaries, as little are you to 
’ judge by the form which they have given her. 
(' Chriftianity and the church Jhauld be always in uni- 
\ fon. The latter ought to be the exact image of the 
i former. But alas ! they frequently are very diffe- 
J rent things'. Chriltianity has never yet appeared 
« in the garb of a civil eftabliIhment, without b«ing 
i in fome degree disfigured by it. . Do you wilh to 
i fee her native beauty ? You mult look for it, not 

in the decrees of monarchs, nor in the decifions of 
l fenates; but in-the facred-volume of infpiration. 
'< There you will find no command, no warrant 
i wbatfoever for the interference of the civil arm. 
! The church of Chrift feems to be fo moulded, as 
} to preclude not only the neceflity, but the proprie- 
| -ty of fuch ah interference. She can have no need 

of walls of parchment, who hath a wall of fire’.’ 
! around her; a wall, indeed, which threatens to 

confume every other that may be put in its room. 
She hath no occafion for the literal fworfi. “The 

t fvvord of the fpirit” anfwers all tier neceflities. If 
^ we view her for nearly three centuries, ftie appear- 
| .ed comparatively “ fair as the moon, clear as the 
| fun, and terrible-as an army with banners.” She 

1 \ rofe fuperior to all the power of the Roman em- 
n : pire, which had broken in pie~es every other king- 
U i ,/dom. This kingdom, which « came not with ob- 

R fervation,” 
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fervation,” with earthly pomp or by means of hu- | 
man power, alone furvived, nay triumphed ^ be- 
caiife Ihe fought her battles with her own proper j 
arms. But no fooner is (he girt, by Conftantine, | 
with the civil fword, than the moft aftonifhirg Ij 
change tak^s place. “ rJ’he fword of the fpirit” is 9 
neglecfed. She, who had hitherto appeared in the 1 
modeft attire of a virgin, is decked out in the tin- I 
fel of an harlot. The voice and temper of the 9 
lamb are changed for thofe of the lion. In a fhort 1 
time, the chriftian church feems to be only hea- I 
thenifm modernized. The moft inveterate' ene- 
mies of chriftianity have never injured her half fo I 1 

much as her well-meaning but injudicious friends. ' 
All that the church requires, is to be left to the mi 
peaceable enjoyment of the rights cpnferred by her 1 ^ 
almighty Head. He hath amply endowed her with I' 
means for her fupport. The interference of any, || - 
not direftly in the character of church-members, J , 
tends only to defeat thefe means; and inftead of 1 

increafing her ftrength, to produce imbecility. 
The teftimony of a bilhop of the church of Eng- ? 

land, on this fubjefl, merits our particular atten* j 
tion. It is a ftriking inftance of the force of truth. . 
Illuftnating Dan. xi. 34!" and fpeaking of the laft ' 
general perfecution, which was begun by Diocle- 
han, he fays j It “ was fupprefTed entirely by Con- , 
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ftantine* the firft Roman emperor, as it is nniver- 
faily known, wllo made open profellion of Chrii- 
tianity ; and then the church was no longer perfe- 
cuted, but was protected and favoured by the civil 
power. But itiii this is called only a iittic help; be- 
caufe though it added much to the temporal prol- 
perity, yet it contributed little to the fpiritual gra- 
ces and virtues of chriltians. It enlarged their re- 

| venues, and increafed their endowments; but pro- 
| vsd the fatal means of corrupting the doctrine, and. 
1 relaxing the difeipline of the church. It was at- 

1', tended with the peculiar difadvantage, that many 
*j clove to them with fatteries. Many became chril- 

tians for the lake of the loaves and the filhes, and 
|| pretended to be of the religion, only becaufe it was 
f(: die religion of the emperor. Eufebius, who was a 

cotemporary writer, reckons that one of the reign- 
ij; ing vice^ of the time was the diffimulation and hy- 
(|fl pocrify of men fraudulently entering into the 
)j| cljurch, and borrowing the name of chriftians 
ij-without the reality*.” Whether fimilar caufes 
ui may produce flmilar efTeffs, in our own time, the 
mgood bifhop does not inform us. 

|5;' You may be captivated by what is called the re- 
'JMigion of reafon/from its fair pretences to eftablifh 

R 2 univerfal 
.. Newton on the Prophecies, difiert. xvil. part *. vo), 
iji. p. 144. Lond. edit. 1748. 
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univerfal peace, to overthrow defpotifm, and to 
enfure the pofitffion of thofe rights which are- 
the natural and*unalienable property of man. But 
does not chriftianity enjoin univerfal peace . Was 
there ever a fyftem that could vie with it for the 
benevolence of its precepts ?_ Can the religion of 
nature be fuppofed to produce greater efle&s now, 
than when it was taugirt in the celebrated fchools 
of Greece and Rome ? Are the morals of a Vol- 
taire or a Hume to work greater'wonders than 
thofe of a Socrates or a Seneca ? Did the doflrinec 
of the fchools banifli war from Athens, or did it 
caufe the Temple of Janus to be keptfhutat Rome?- 
What fort of efftdt had it in humanizing men, 
when it was one of the moft- delightful gratifications 
of the people, which were illumined by it, to fee 
men fighting with beafts* or turned out, like beafts^ 
to fight with one another ? 

No man- can juftly conclude that chriftianity is 
inimical to liberty. It indeed enjoins obedience 
to all in civil authority. The only condition that 
h requires, as to the objefls of this obedience, is 
that they poflefs the power. But frill it enjoins a 
limited obedience. We are to obey man, only 
when we do not difobey God. Chriftianity docs 
not, in this cafe, enter into the abftrafl queftion. 
of right- Tor it principally refpcits the eternal in- 

tcrc£ba 
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terefts of men. It is addrefTed.to them as in a cer- 
tain eftablifhed order of focisty, with which it cioes 
not intermeddle. The external management of 
civil concerns it leaves to human reajbn, as being 
properly within its i'phere. It is alio its defign, 
that, in things merely temporal, right Ibould be 
facrificed to expediency, and to the gcntral inte- 
refts of the fpiritual kingdom of Chrift. It does 
not prelcribe any particular form of civil govern- 
ment ; but points out the proper mode of living 
“ in whatever ftate.” In temporal concerns, it de- 
clares to men their duty as individuals, not as in a 
colledtive capacity. It exhibits the world in gene- 
ral as adverfe to chriilians: and therefore fuits its 
coUnfel to men as in a fullering ftate. But is it 
therefore friendly to defpotifm ? With equal pro- 
priety may it be faid that it befriends robbery, be- 
caufe it requires that a man ftiould rather fuffer in 
his property, than run the riik of indulging a fpi- 
rit of refentment, and of injuring religion, by er>- 

L tering into a courfe of litigation. Or that it means 
to patronife every kind of crime, becaufe it is writ- 
ten, “ Avenge n4P yourfeiVts.” , The feripture con- 

stains innumerable denunciations of the moft awiuL 
lUature againft oppreflbrs of every defeription. It 
-even teaches'us, that it is an a£t of divine juftice to 
jjunifh a people for the crimes of their rulers; 

R 3 when 
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when that people, collectively conlidered, filenrfy 
fubmit to them. Thus God punifhed the nation- 
of Ifrael, by a fevere famine of three years "dura- 
tion, becaufe they had fubmitted to the bloody 
treachery of Saul towards the Gibeonites*. 

In the hiftory of mankind, we have hitherto 
feen the love of liberty far more frequently going 
hand in hand with a zeal for chriftianity, than 
leagued with infidelity. What people ever made 
more glorious exertions for liberty than the inha- 
bitants of the United Provinces ? And were they 
not equally zealous in contending for the protef- 
tant faith, as in oppofing the defpotifm of Philip* 
of Spain ? Are not we in Britain and Ireland, un- 
der God, indebted for fome of our moft valuable 
privileges to thefe very men who were brandecl 
with the name of enthufiafts in the caufe of reli- 
gion ? By whom has arbitrary power been former-v 
ly {hackled even in France? Was it not by protef- 
tants; by men, who were willing to lofe their all,- 
rather than renounce their faith? Did they not* 
ftruggle for a long feries of years againft their arbi- 
trary and treacherous rulers, becaufe they refufed 
them the protection of fubjeCts ? 

It is eafy to fee that the connexion between the 
true principles of civil liberty and a fincere love to 

chrifiianity! 
* a Sam, xxi. x. 
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eBriftianity, is natural. Thofe, who really believe' 
revelation, how peaceable foever in thdr dif’pdfi- 

-tions, cannot obey man at the expence of renoun- 
cing their allegiance to God. Thefe are the per- 
fons, with whom it is equally a principle of con- 
fcience, to obey their civil fupefiors in all lawful 
commands, and to refufe obedience te things un- 
lawful. Infidels, on the contrary, however ar- 
dently they may plead the caule of liberty, have 
almoft univerfally had it as an eftablilhed maxim <a 
comply with the religion of their country, however 
abfurd and irrational. They have ftill thought it 
great folly to facrifice the enjoyments of the pre- 
fent, for thofe of the future life. From the fame 
love of eafe and pleafure, they have generally been 
the moft obfequious minions of defpotifm. 

It may ftill be faid; “ Although it fhould be ad- 
mitted that the principal evils which have difgra- 
ced the profeftion- of chriftianity have been expref- 
fly foretold; and that they have proceeded merely 
from human depravity ■, yet there muft furely be 
Ibme radical defeat in this fyftem, as it feems ne- 
ver to have fully anfwered the end propofed by it. 
There appears to be a want of power, which would 
argue that it has no claim-to a divine origin. Does 
it recommend univerfal peace and benevolence? 
Where is the evidence of its fuccefs ? This does 
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not feem to corrcfpond with tbj pretended propRe- , 
cies. Clwtftianity, Race its propagation, has-produ-r | ( 
ced more war and.dcilpgu&ion, than all that have. | 
proceeded from, any other caufe. Its path may he ; |j 
traced in hiftory by the blood it hath ihed, or by , i; 
the light ofjhe fires-it has kindled. Can this be ! 
a divine remedy for human mifery, tthich has lb . 
fadly failed in its operation ?” 

I have given this objection all poflible force; be- ; 
ing convinced that the more accurately our holy. , 
religion is inveftigated, its evidence will appear | r 
with the greater luftre. There is abundant proof j , 
that revealed religion, however far Ihort it may \ t 
have come of that fuccefs which, from its excellent , j 
frame, might have beemexpected by man, hath in | r 
every age anfwered its end to all-the extent defign-. | ( 
ed by God. It is evident, that he never meant it , 
as an univerfal remedy for moral evil. For in the * 
very firft revelation, he declares that its fuccefs ; ( 
lhall be limited i “ 1 will put enmity between thee/ j i 
and the woman, between thy feed and her •■':d '-’,J n 
Here is a proclama.i of war made-by J. - v, h j , 
himfelf; of war, to continue, in a greater , lefe jj { 
degree, as long as the world lafts. It. is his will,: f 
tliat the gofpel fliould be the great mean of. dif-J 

play^S,; l 

■ 

* Guv. ii’u 15. 
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playing that fovereignty which characterifes all his 
operations. 

To fome, this very diftrinclion may feem a fuf- 
tficient objeftion to the truth of oar religion; “ It 
is inconceivable,” may it be laid, ** that a being of 
infinite benevolence, in providing a remedy for fall- 

■ en creatures, fhould not intend that its effects. 
I fliould be of equal extent with thole of moral- 

' evil But this objection ftrikes equally againft alt 
1 religion,’ againfl the very being of God. Por it is 
; undeniable, that the diftinefion, which has beerv 
made, ftill has fublifted, and ftill does fubfili. In 
every age, there have been wicked men, who have 
hated the righteous. Now, it muft either, be ad- 

f mitted, that God meant to permit this; or affert- 
j.ed, that, m providing a remedy, he hath been 
- defeated as to his end. This cannot be aflerted, 
: without fuppofing a want, either of wifdom for 
digefting a proper plan, or of power for executing 
it, or of both. If fo, he could not be God. It is 

( vain, therefore, to reject the God of the feriptures 
for this reafon ; becaufe it is equally cogent againft 
the exiftence of any being entitled to the characters 
©f all-wife and almighty. 

^ The divifions and devaftations, which have ta- 
fken place in confequence of chriftianity, are by no 

means to be aferibed to this as their caufe. They 
have 
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cT .. have proceeded merely from the corruption; 

men, laying hold of this as the occafion of then 
operation. This event is exprefsly foretold. Thu: 
cur Saviour fays j “ I am eome to fend fire on the 
earth. Think not that I am come to fend peace- 
on earth: I come not to fend peace but a iword. 
For I am come to fet a man-at variance againit his. 
father, and the daughter again-ft her mother, and 
the daughter in law agaioft her mother in law. 
And a man’s foes fhall be fhey of his own lioufe- 
hold But the exceffes and cruelties committed, 
under a pretence of religion can no more be aferibed 
to chriftianity itfelf, than the atrocities which have 
been perpetrated in France can be aferibed to liberty. 
Would you reckon the latter a juft afernnion ? 
Would you admit that liberty makes men barba- 
rous and fanguinary ? “No;” would you readily 
reply. It is only the horrid abufe of liberty ; which, 
is not more owing to liberty itftlf than intempe- 
rance to the vine. 

Wherever the gofpel has been ftaperely embra- 
ced, it has produced ail the bieffed effefts afcrjbeci. 
to it in feripture. The wolf has dwelt with the 
fcunb, and the leopard has lain down with the kid. 
Men, naturally of the nioft lavage difpotitions have j ^ 
been civil zed. When received by the Reman em-l [ 

T!'~f 
Luke stii. 49. Mat. x. '14—jfi. 
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• ifirr, it even produced a general change. The 
barbarous cuftoms of heathenifm were aboliflaed. 

•; Infant^ were no longer expofed by public authori- 
. v, nor were the inhuman fhews of gladiators per- 
mitted. Many nations, among which we may 
ieckon Britain, were weaned from the horrid ini- : ruity of offering human facfifices. 

- | But where the gbfpel has been received merely 
n a nominal way, need we wonder that it has not 
ad its full effedt ? "When it n comes in word on- 

it does not pretend to be a cure f6r human 
(mruption. But a variety of other reafons may be 

i Signed for its apparent wTant of efficacy. 
| In the fird ages of chriftianity, its benevolent 
irit was fo fully difplayed, as to iill its very per- 
;utors with aftonilhment. Nothing furprifed 
e:n more, than that unity of foul which didin- 

ftilhed its profeffors. Therefore they ufed to cry ' 
It •, “ Behold ! how the. chridians love one ano- 
ipr!” But when chridianity became the religion 
tithe empire, many embraced it for fear, or from 
’preft. Thus, they imported the errors ofhea- 
itnifm into their profeffion of chridianity. This 
ir profanation of religion God puniflied, by 
giving them up,” ftill more and more “ to drong 
iidons to believe a lie.” Particularly, a great 
|t of the chridian world lod the foundation of 

our 
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our holy religion, in denying the fupreme deity q 
its author. The iubfequent reception of the error! 
of Pelagius was quickly fucceeded by an evideil 
reftraint of divine power. When men impiouft 
arrrogated the work of the holy fpirit as their owe 
it is not furpriting that he fhould « ceafe to ftriy 
with” them, that he Ihould leave them to be “ fill i* 
ed with their own ways.” 

Befides, from the age of Conftantine the Great 
the generality of profeflors feem to have principall 
trufted to the hate for the fupport of chriftianiti ; 

They had the moft abundant evidence that the re 1 

ligion of Jefus had, for three hundred years, fup t!; 
ported itfelf againft all the power of the Romai ? 
empire. They favv that it had baffled all the cqn \ 
ning of priefts. the-'fophiftry of philofophers, tH 
force of tyrants, and the (ury of Haves. Unij < 
flrudted by this important Ic-flon, they attempte 
to eftablifh chriftianity by thofe very means whic I 
had been fo ineffectually oppofed to it, which ha '' 
been fo infufficient . to fupport its rival. Th# 
praCtically inverted that divine declaration $ £: Nil. 
by might, nor by power, but by my fpirit.” Tk# ■ 
forgot the dying teftimoriy of the King of martyr# 
“ My kingdom not of this world.” The an? 
was profaned ;^7 the unhallowed'-touch of f1 

feeptre. TheTanCtuary of the living God w, 
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transformed into the temple of idols. The un- 

■-adorned altar of Jehovah was difplaced, to make 
way for one after the pattern of that at Damafcus, 
that it might he better fitted for receiving the ob- 
lations of royalty *. Was it not juft with God to 

? forfake his temple, when thus polluted; and to 
L withdraw that power which was fo evidently def- 
| pifed ? By hafty fteps, “ the myftery of iniquity” 
| attained its completion : and under this load the 
! church was fuftered to groan, for many centuries, 

; as the juft punilhment of her iniquity, in pre;fer- 
) ring the arm of flefh to the arm of Jehovah. For 
[ the period of the papal tyranny is exprefsiy called 
(li the indignation f.” 

It muft be alfo remembered, that God hath de- 
signed the prefent -ftate of the church to be a ftate 
of trial. He exercifes her genuine members, by 
afflictions, not merely from thofe who are avowed- 
ly the men of this world, but from falfe brethren. 

“Now, the partial luccefs of. the gofpel is fuited to 
fuch a ftate. 
i; °ne undeniable fruit of the inefficacy of out. 
;ward means, is the propagation of the moft perni- 
cious errors. But even this is over-ruled for the 
greater good of the church. It can eafily be de- 
jnonftrated, that fcarcely any error has been broach- 

3 ed, 
* 2 Kings xvi. is—xj, 

, 

f Dan. viii. 19. 
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ed, that hath not eventually proved the occafion 
of a more full illuftration of the truth oppofed to | 
it *. Thus hath God difplayed his infinite wifi- 
dom, in defeating the archdeceiver by means of ii 
his own weapons. The mofl: artful or violent at- 
tacks which have been made on the truth, have i 
only more clearly difplayed the fecurity of the 
church’s foundation. 

By this limited fuccefs of the gofpel, it would 
feem that God means to fhew the abfolute necclli- 
ty of a divine operation. He hath employed a va- ! 
riety of means for the reformation of man. He 
deftroyed all the inhabitants of the antedeluvian i ; 
world, fave eight perfons, for the punilhment of i i 
their iniquities, and for a warning to thofe who ; 
were to fucceed them. When he made a new v 
world to rife up out of the wreck of the deluge, k > 
foon appeared that the moft terrible judgments ; r 
were inadequate to the reformation of finners. ! r 
Therefore he left the bulk of mankind to walk in ?! in; 
their own ways, allowing them no other guide ' fc 
than the light of nature, aided by tradition. The I j ; 

fyftetn i 
* Vid. Szathmari Diflertat. Hiftorico-Theologic., qua i 

oftenditur, quomodo quantumque conatus Adverfariorum.l 
Dodrinas Chriftianae, a prima ejus informatione et deincepsJ 
profuerint augendss iplius evidentis et certitudini. Am- 
ftel. 1791. 
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fyftem of tradition was foon fo completely pervert- 
ed, as rather to miflead than to dire£h There 
was not a fingle nation, one excepted, whofe re- 
ligious creed was not a compound of the grofleft 
abfurdities. But in fome of the moll celebrated 
Rates or nations of the world, individuals at length 
arofe, diftinguilhed by their natural powers, by 
their acquired learning, and by their deep refearch- 
es. Thefe feemed to promife a happy reverfe. 
But after human wifdom had the faireR trial, what 
was the refult ? “ The world by wifdom knew not 
God.” Then was he pleafed to reveal to mankind 
in general a fyRem of the moR fublime theology, 
and of the pureR morality. The influence of this, 
however, has been comparatively very limited. It 
would appear, that the all-wife God hath fo order- 
ed matters, to fliew that human depravity is fo vi- 
rulent, that not only the moR tremendous judge- 
ments, and the greatefl efforts of human reafon, 
but even the cleareR outward revelation, are infuf- 
\ficient to fubdue it; and that nothing can accom- 
plifli this, but an inward revelation by the fame 
Spirit who hath given the outward. 

The great end which God hath propofed by the 
hgofpel of his grace, is “ th^t no flefli may glory in 

prefence, but that he that glorieth, may glory 
mly in the Lord.” The pride of man oppofes this 

S 2. end 
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end cfpecially In two ways; operating either in re- 
fpeft to natural wifdom, or to natural power. If 
has been feen that* after the fulleft manifeftation ;1 
of fhe vanity of human wifdom, mankind were fa- 
voured with a revelation of “ the wifdom of God 
in a myftery.” But the generality of thofe who 
have-embraced this, if they have feemed to renounce 
human wifdom, have ftill tmfted, in one fhape or 
other, to human power, and have fubjefted them- 
felves to that awful denunciation ; « curfed be the 
man that trudeth in man.” Thus, the hiftory of 
the chriftian difpenfation, as to the pafb, feems de- , 
figned to convince mankind, that there is the fame ■ 
neceffity for an exertion of almighty power, as for ' 
a difplay of infinite wifdom, in order to the falva- 
tion of loft man. 

« Are matters, then," may it be inquired, « ftilf ' 1 

to be left in this ftate ?” By no means. The farno .1 l 
revelation infarms us that there fhall be a blefled , f 
change; that, when the great enemies of the !1 

church, and efpecially “ the Man of fin,” fliall be 
deftroyed j when thole mountains, to which ftie 1 

hath in vain looked for help, fhall be removed ^ 1 

fhe fliall enjoy a ftate of bleffednefs which fhe hath! P 
$ never yet known, her fight fhall be greatly increa*; f 

fed, and ordinances fhall be attended with fuclfj L 
power, that « a nation fhall-be born at once, and| * 

a peopld : 
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a people as in one day.’’ Then “ the remnant of 
Ifrael lhall no more again ftay upon him that fmote 
them : but fhall ftay upon the Lord, the Holy one 
of Ifrael in truth*.” When ft hath been fully feen 
that revelation itfelf can never reform the world ; 
that that fpecies of chriftianity, which refts its fuc- 
eefs on human endeavours, is only refined heathen- 
ifm, and merely prepares men for the renewed re- 
ception of heathenil'm undifguifed ; and when God 
hath awfully punilhed falfe profeflbrs for their ini- 
quity ; then lhall his fpirit be poured out fo abun - 

, dantly, that all former effufions fhall feem to have. 
, been merely as drops before a fhower, or as the 
j firft-fruits before the harveft. Such fliall be the 
f circumftances of this work, as to give the fulleft 

conviction that it is vvhplly divine. In former e~ 
vents, which have been in general favourable to the 
church, the hand of man has been too much en- 

f gaged, extolled and relied on. But there is every 
^real'on to fuppofe that, in this, God will employ 
/uch means as to fecure the whole glory to himfelf. 
Then fhall there be fo great an increafe of the Re- 
jdeemer’s peace, that men “ fhall beat their fwords 
d»to ploughfliares^ and their fpears into pruning- 
|iooks •, nation fhall not lift up fword againft nation. 
neither fhall they learn war any more.” 

S 3 
* Ifaiah x. ao. 

The 
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The change that hath lately taken place in one | 

of the kingdoms of the Beaft, is truly aftonifhing. j 
But as far as it affeas the inter eft's of the antichrif- j 
tian power, it hath been long expected by the ge- • j 
nuine friends of chriftianity. You, who burn in- ; 
cenfe to Reafon, may afcribe the whole of this ; 
change to your idol. I will not refufe that reafon ; 
hath been ufeful in difcovering the influence of | 
defpotifm, and the folly of falfe religion. This is j 
within her own fphere. But were not the fame ^ 
things fully as obvious feme centuries ago ? Whence | 
is it that reafon did not make thefe difcoveries for- ; 
merly ? Had ihe not the fame powers of exertion ? 
Who hath now called forth her powers ? It is that | 
God whom this infolent hand-maid defpifes. He j 

'does fo, becaufe his time is come •, the time which j 
he hath fixed in his purpofe, and pointed out, in < 
his prediaions. Is it a Voltaire, or a-Roufleau, 
that hath delivered France from the yoke ©f an ab- 
folute monarchy, or from the dominion of Rome ?J 
If they have been ufeful in difleminating the gene-j 
Tal principles of liberty, they have only been in-j 
ftfuments in the hands of that Supreme Governcr,, 
who hath formerly employed a Sennacherib, and a 
Nebuchadnezzar, in fubfervrency to his pleafure. 
The philofophic infidel may proudly fay, with the 

diking of Afiyria; “ Shall I not, as I have done tcj 
Samar i* 
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Samaria and her idols, fo do to Jerufalem and her 
idols ?” But Jehovah fhall “ punifli the fruit of 
his flout heart, and the glory of his high looks.*” 
To him, the overthrow of chriftianity may feem as 
eafy, and as certain as-that of the antichriflian 
power. But that faithful Witnefs, who hath fore- 
told the deftruftion of the latter, aflures us of the 
perpetuity of the former. Do the operations of 
Providence illuftrate the truth of that prophecy 
concerning antichrift ; « The judgment ihall fit, 
and they fhall take away his dominion ?” We have 
the fame authority for what immediately follows ; 
“ The kingdom and dominion, and the greatnefs 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, fhall be 
given to the people of the faints of the moft High, 
whofe kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and aH 
dominions fhall ferve and obey himf.” 

* I fa. x. ii, 12. f Dan. vii. 26, 27. 

THE END. 
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