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T O T H E 

READER. 
THE fubjeft of this Book, however melancholy it 

may .appear to fome, yet it is neceflfary unto all; 
feeing the word of God, and our own experience do af- 
fure us, that “ man who is born of a woman, is of few days, 
and full of troubleand that he “ is born to trouble, as 
the fparks fly upward ” Nay, God’s deareft children are 
not exempted from this common fate. We fee what is 
the character God giveth his church, Ifa. liv. 11. O thou 
affli&ed, and tofled with tempeft, and not comforted!” 

If in this world then we mutt look for tribulation, it is 
highly neceflary for every man to feek direction how’ to 
provide for it, and behave under it, fo as he may glorify 
God, edify others, and attain to eternal happintfs at laft. 
The tribulations we have to look for here are manifold; 
but among thefe that are outward, I know none about 
which men ought to be more thoughtful and concerned, 
than bodily ficknefs, that ufual harbinger of death, and 
which ulhers the way to judgment. 

This is a fubjeil mot much handled in public fermons, 
■ which are delivered only to th-m that are in health, the 
! fick being incapable to attend them. Wherefore it feerns 
1 the more nocefT: y to handle it in writing, that fo the 
j affli&ed may have a book in their houf s, and at their 
, bed-fides, as a monitor to preach to them in private, when 
* they are retrained from hearing fermons in public. 

And though fometimes minil'ers fermons may be very 
i fuitable to the cafe of the fick and affl.&ed; yet, alas! the 
! mod part are carelefs and forgetful hearers of thefe things 

while they are in health and profperity, as reckoning the 
evil day at fome difhnce fr. rn them. A book then, luch 
as the following Directory, being with them in time of 

■ ficknefs and affliction, may, by the divine bleffing. be ufe- 
| ful to bring to their remembrance thefe counfels and ad- 
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monitions which they very much neglefted in the time 
of their health. 

Again, minifters of the gofpel, though never fo much | 
inclined to attend the fick, yet by reafon of difabi'itv and 
multiplicity of other work, cannot be always with them, 
to dirett, refolve, and comfort them. But fuch a book as 
this they may have dill at hand to confult with. 

And in regard the afflifted, for the moft part, are out 
of cafe to read for themfelves, it would be a moft charit. 
able work for friends or neighbours that attend them, 
to lay hold on proper feafons for reading fuch a book as 
this in their hearing, and efpecially fuch chapters or di- 
rections as they judge tru ft fuitable for them. Thus you 
might be helped in fome meafure to exoner your con- 
fciences, and do your laft offices of kindnefs to your fick 
and dying friends, when you can ferve them no longer 
in this world. 

I might have brought in, and handled fome controver- j 
fies (had I been fond^if them) in the enfuing rreatife, 
about the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper to the fick, 
and about extreme un&ion, which fome alfo begin to 
plead for, and thence have taken oceafion to touch at fome 
other new ufages, .fuch as the Middle State, Prayers for 
the Dead, and other Popifh errors, that fome (calk d 
Proteftants) would have revived and introduced amo g 
us Bi 11 have irdufb ioufly (liunned what is controverfial, 
and kept clofe to wn praftical, and owned by all true 
Chriliians. 

For preventing .he growth of thefe, and other errors, J 
(from which this nation hath been much longer free 
than others), I wi(h all ranks among us would clofely 
obferve the facred rule of faith God’s word, and re- 
member the folemn and national engagements we of this j 
land are under, to maintain the pure truths of God 
therein contained, in oppofition to all forts of error, whe- 
ther Popifh, Pelagian, Arian, Antinomian «5rc. And 
may we ever abhor the doctrine that would-teach us to 
break thefe bands afunder. 

Have we not ground this day, to fufpeft that Satan is 
carrying on a deep and fubtle plot for lhaking our co- 
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vtnanted reformation,and weakning a Proteftant intereft ? 
when, upon the one hand, fome ar, beginning openly to 
advance and propagate the old abjured Popilh do&rines, 
which our reformers did throw out, and with ax.es and 
hammers would go at once to cut down all our* carved 
work; and at the fame time, on the other hand, fome 

1 would be at the breaking down the excellent fences of 
j our reformation, viz. our covenants, confeflions, the ma- 
• giftrates power,6r. For this end, papers are fpread, and 

politions advanced, impugning the warrantablenefs of 
our national covenants and confeffions, and the obliga- 

* tion thereof; reflecting alfo upon our worthy reformers 
and anceftors, as unenlightened, who framed and took 
them, or died adhering thereunto; and alfo denying the 

| magiftrate’s power circa facra, (for the fupport of truth, 
1 and fupprefling of herefles), accknowledged by the word 

of God, and our Confeflion of Faith; and all this, for- 
footh, to make way for a toleration of all errors and 
fefts among us : though they cannot but know, that 
tolerating of falfe religions is exprefsly ranked among 
the fins forbidden in the fecond corpmandment, accord- 
ing to the expofnion of our Larger Catechifm; and is 
alfo condemned by the xxiiid chapter of our ConfefisJfri 
in both which, we may fee the clear fcripture-text-, cited 

‘ by the AfTeinbly, for refuting and condemning any fueh 
i toleration. Ah! what joy may all this caule at Rome 1 
j therefore tell it not in Gath, &c. 

As the Lord did fignally countenance our reformers 
practice, in entering into folem and national covenants 

" with God, and among themfelves, for religion and re- 
. formation, by the pouring out of his Spirit from on high, 

for bringing in of many fouls to himfelf,and for overturn- 
ing idolatry and fuperftition and advancing reformation to 
a great pit:h, in fpite of all the enemies and difficulties that 
were in the way ; fo their practice of national covenant- 

I ing, even under the New-Teflament difpenfaiion, is 
| fufficiently warranted both by the light of nature, and by 

the word of God, and that in both Tellaments. And 
this will appear, if we conlider the fcripture-precedems, 
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together with the promifes and prophecies of the Old 
Teftament relating to golpel-times, and compare them i 
with the New; and especially thefe which foretel the un- 1 
churching of tlie Jewiih nation, and the ingrafting of the | 
Gentile nations in their room; and that thereupon the 
national churth-ftate- and privileges of the Jews, were 
to be transferred to Chrittian nations, and particularly 
this of being nationally in covenant with God. Which 
prophecies are to have their fpecial and full accompldh- 
mem at Babiy on’s downfal. For illuftrating thele points, 
and applying the fcripture-texts relative thereto, 1 might 
expatiate in feveral Iheets of paper, if it were proper 
here. 1 fhall only at this time cite fome of the texts 
that may be well improven to the forefaid purpofes; 
which the reader may turn to, and confider at h:s 
leifure, fuch as Ifa. xix 18, 21, 23, 24, 25 Ifa. xlv. 23. 
Jer.l.4,5 the lx.ixi. and Ixii. chapters of 1 Uriah through- 
out. ila. Iv. 3, 4. 5! Micah iv. 1, 2. Zech.viii 21, 22, 
23. Rev. ii 15 Rom. xi. 17. 19. Rom.x. 12, 19. Matth. I 
iii. 5, 6. Afts viii. 6, 12. 2 Cor. viii £ Matth. xxi. 43. | 
Rom. ix 24, 25, 26. compared with Hof. i. 9, 10. 11. 
Hof. ii. 23. Likewife 1 might cite feveral prophecies j 
with relped to the iflands, and utmoft ends of the earth, | 
which were peopled by Japhet. that have a very peculiar 
and favourable afpeft to this covenanted land. 

Befides all which, it is evident from the firlt and great 
command ot the law, which is dirtfted to Ifrael as a nati- 
on, and obligatory under the New Taihment as well as 
the Old, that it is a moral duty umv. rlally and perpet- 
ually binding upon nations and locienes, as well as (ingle 
peifons, to chule, acknowledge, and avouch the Lord to 
be their God, to walk in his ways, and keep his Ihuutes. 
This is required in the firlt commandment, according to i 
the expofuion of our Larger Catechil'm; and is there 
confirmed by thefe texts, that warrant and exemplify ( 
the pra&ice of national covenanting, Inch as Deut. xxvi. 
16, 17. Jo'li. xxiv 22 In fuch a national way did our 
iathers of old acknowledge and avouch the Lord to be 
their God, and devote themfelvcs and their poltenty to 
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the Lord. And blefled be the Lord our God, who did 
many ways declare himfclf to be well pleafed whh the 
bargain, and efpecially by filling the temple with his glory. 

As the prophets and godly jews were at great pains to 
convey to poll rity hiltorical accounts of the wonderful 
deliverances God wrought for Ifrael at the Red-fea, and 
in refcuing them from Egypt, Babylon, and other ene- 
mies : fo it would be ufeful to fortify our reformation, if 
we were careful to hand down to the rifing generation a 
fenfe of God’s diftinguilhing mercies to this land, in de- 
livering us from fpintual Btbylon, and in refcuing us 
from time to time from theie captains that have fought 
to lead us back thither. Many a time hath he delivered 
us, when we have been brought very low. 

; By many inftances it hath appeared, that the glorious 
" JEHOVAH hath not been afhamed to own his covenant- 

relation to this finful and unworthy land. God forbid 
that we of this age Ihould be afhamed to own our cove- 
nant-relation to him. This huh been both our glory 
and our f’afety; and I hope, their will ftill be found a I remnant to own it, and plead it with God in the time of 
danger. Surely, it is not time now to difclaim it, when 
the enemies of our Zion are combining together, and 
feeking to raze her to the foundation. Let ali her lovers 
cry mightily to her covenanted Lord, in her behalf, in 

: thefe fhaking times; let them join to put up that prayer 
f of the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixviii. 28. “ Strengthen, O God, 

that which thou haft wrought for usand that of Habak— 
kuk, Hab. iii. 2- “ O Lord, revive thy work in the midlt 
of the years.’’ May 27. 1727. 

' A. B The forefaid digrcflion in the preface to the 
firft edition was occafioned by the broaching of fomc 
Sectarian notions, which introduced great reelings and" 
fhakings in this corner, and other parts of this church; 
fince which time, alas! the hath enjoyed little peace 
within her Walls, or profperity wit in her palaces ; but, 

j inft ad thereof, Ih hath been tolLd with tempefls and 
troubles of various kinds, whereby the children of Zion 
have been brought and ftill lie under great d litre is and 
affliction. 

& 
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The firft imprefllon of t!iis book being clifpofed of, and 
a fecond called for, I have the more readily confented to 
it, at this time of general calamity and diftrefs, feeing th# 
book is intended as a direftory to ChrilHans under afflic- 
tion, whatever fort it be. It cannot but be obvious to 
every lerious obferver, that the Lord’s judgments are in 
the earth at this day, and that the inhabitants of this 
land are generally vifited with calamities of divers kinds, 
both • fpii itual and temporal; which makes a Direclory 
how to manage and carry under them the more feafonable 
and neceflarv. 

Ah! the Lord’s hand is vifibly lifted up againft us at 
this day, and hath been for fomc years p ift, in (hutting up 
the church’s womb, blafting gol'pel ordinances, and with- 
drawing his Spirit from the alfemblies of his people, and“ 
from our judicatories. The flood gate is opened for error, 
infidelity, and loofenefs to overfpread the land ; fo that 
the gofpel of Chrift, the holy feriptures, and all revealed ! 
religion, are contemned and ridiculed by many. “ The 
anger of the Lord hath divided us both in church and 
Hate, and hath mingled a perverfe fpirit in the midlt of 
us yea, hath made fuch woful breaches amongfl godly , 
miniders and Chriflians, who are aiming at the fame 
things, that ,no balm can be found for healing them. 
There is a way opened for a carnal felf feeking miniftry 
to get into the vineyard, when faithful labourers are 
thrull out, and godly preachers and ftudents are difeou- 
raged from entering in. Not a few Chriflian congrega- 
tions, who lately were harmonious and united in partaking 
of gofpel-ordinances, are now fo miferably rent and feat- j 
tered, through mournful intrufions, and dividing courfes, 
that they cannot worlhip God together; and many of , 
them are wandering like (heep having no Ihepherd, ex- j 
pofed to hearts of prey, and liable to perilh in a ftate of 
ignorance or negligence. 

L kewife, the Lord’s hand is remarkably lifted up 
againit us, in the variety of temporal judgments and cala- j 
mities brought upon us within a very fhort time bypaft. } 
Sometimes the Lord fends forth his Itormy winds with 
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extraordinary violence, fo as to carry terror and deftruc- 
tion alongft with them both by lea and land, and even 
threaten to bury us in the ruins of our houfes. Some- 

5 times he fends fuch long continued rains in time of harveft, 
as threaten to deftroy the whole crop before our eyes. 

, Sometimes fuch extraordinary ftorms of froft and fnow, 
.1 as to bind up the waters and mills, that food cannot be 

prepared for us, and we are ready to familh in midlt of 
plenty. Sometimes he fends fuch deftru&ive {forms of 
lightening and thunder from heaven, and kindles fuch 
violent fires on earth, that whole cities with their inhabi- 
tants are like to be confumed therewith. Upon our 
neighbouring countries dreadful inundations have been 
^ent of late, for deftroying the inhabitants with their 

i cattle and effects. Again, God hath vifited us with long 
‘ continued drought, cold, and unnatural l^rms in the 

fpring, and fometimes with froft in midft of fummer, 
which have brought on extraordinary fcarcity and dearth 
of victual ; fo that there are great diforders committed in 
the land by riots and tumults for want of food and mul- 
tuudes of families are dilfolved, and forced to wander 
begging their bread ; and the cattle alfo are famifhed for 
want of grafs and food to fuftain them. In the mean 
time we are engaged in war wtth cruel enemies, who 
feize our {hips, carry our countrymen captive, throw 

f them into dungeons and noifome pnfons, where they ufe 
| them barbaroufly ; yea, much of their blood is ftied. and 
i many valuable lives are loft in our defence. And befides 
J our other calamities, we fulf'er greatly through decay of 

trade and merchandife, and penury of money : in many 
1 places merchants, tradefmen and artificers want bufinefs ; 
there is no work nor hire for labourers, and for thofe 
who would ufe honeft induftry for bread, whether men 

, or women ; fo that want is “ come upon us as one that 
travel!' th, and poverty like an armed man and many 
are reduced to extreme mifery, and Itarving circumftances 
for lack of bread. 

By all which proceedings it appears that God hath a 
peculiar controverfy with Scotland, and threatens to 
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punifh her remarkably for her hainous fins and provoca- 
tions. The Lord’s hand hath been long lifted up againft 
us, and now it is higher lifted up than ever; and the 
higher it is lifted up, the blow is like to be the feverer 
when given. He hath fent many Idler llrokes and judg. 
ments upon us, as forerunners and warnings of greater, 
which he hath ftill in referve for us, if we repent not; 
for his magazine is far from being exhaufted. As there 
are many caufes for thefe calamities of ours, fo I think 
there is a principal one mentioned, Matth. xxiv, 12. 
“ Iniquity doth abound, and the love of many is waxed 
cold.” Infidelity, immorality, and contempt of the 
gofpel, are come to a prodigious height; our hearts are 
become cold and frozen to Chriil and his intereft, to his 
people and holy laws; for which caufe God is provoked 
to fend fuch judicial cold and frofts upon our land, and I 
the fruits of the earth, fo as to mar and diminifh our crops, | 
and reduce both men and beafls to the greateft tfraits.— , 
And yet fo great is our impenitency and perverfenefs, |! 

that we will not fee the Lord’s hand, nor be reformed I 
by all thefe judgments. 

It might well be expe&ed, when the Lord’s judgments 1 

are fo vifibly in the earth, that not only his people by pro- 
felfion, but even the inhabitants of the world would learn 1 
righteoufnefs, according to Ifa. xxvi. 9 But, ala: ! fo j 
perverfe are we in walking contrary to God, that neither | 
the inhabitants of the world, nor thefe who profefs to be I 
feparated from the woild, will alter their courie, nor 
learn righteoufneis; nay, inilead of that, many are learn- 1 
ing ftill more wickednefs. “ Shall I not vifit for thefe j 
things’? faith the Lord: and fhall not my foul be avenged 
on fuch a nation as this ?’’ Alas! hath he not been pro- 
voked to fay concerning u>, as he did concerning his an- | 
cieut people, Lev xxvi 23,24 “ If ye will not be re- s 
formed by thefe things, but will walk contrary unto me ; 
then will I alfo walk contrary unto you and will bring 
feven times more p'ague* upon you, according to your j 
fins.” And likewife to fay unto us. as unro them, “ Wh n |: 
ye ipread forth your hands, I will hide nmie eyes ftom 
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you ; and when ye faft and make many prayers, I will not 
hear; but I will confume you with the fword, with the 
famine, and with the peltilence,,, a; in Ifa. i.15. Jer.xiv.12. 

The fword, famine, and peftilence, are God’s three 
mortal arrows, which he commonly threatens to (hoot 
againft impenitent and incorrigible offenders. Two of 
thefe are already fhot againft us: the fword is drawn, and 
much of our count; ymen’s blood is already Ihed; and what 
further ftreams of it may flow before it be put up in its 
fheath, God only knows. The evil arrow of famine (as 
God calls it,Ezek.v.i6.) is let fly againft us at the fame time, 
and famine is the arrow which is the foreft of the three. 
When it was put to David’s choice which of the three 
he would be the butt of, he would not chufe famine. 
The prophet Joel doth bewail and deprecate this judg- 
ment in the moft pathetic manner, and calls the whole 
land to fading and prayer for removing it. Joel i. 10, 14. 
and we fee, when God is moft angry, and threatens to 
fp-nd his arrows upon a guilty people, he begins with the 
arrow of famine, as the foreft, as in Deut. xxxii. 23, 24. 
“ I wjl) fpend mine arrows upon them; they {hall be 
burnt with hunger.” And we fee what the Spirit of God 
faith of thel’e who die by this arrow, Lam, iv, 9. u They 
that be flain with the fword are better than they that be 

* flain with hunger; for thele pine away, ftricken through 
j for want of the fruits of the field ;” and therefore their 
| death is moft lingering and milerable. Likewife famine 
I ufeth to bring on the moft noifome and mortal difeafes, 

and frequently the p-ftilence doth follow upon the back 
j) of famine. Is it not high time then, for our land to take 

the alarm, when God begins to ftioot his evil arrows ? 
When the lion roars, it becomes us to fear, yea, to hum- 
ble ourfelves in the duft, and mourn for our iniquities, 
which kindle the fire of his wrath. 

*«i Let us fearch and try our ways, and turn again to the 
Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted : and particu- 
1 rly, let us mourn for and turn from thefe fins which 
the word of God points out as bringing on famine ; fuu 
as, 1. Afcribing our earthly comforts and blelfiii'-nd 

>g be- 
/ to and 
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other things than God, the true author. This fin we find 
threatened with fcarcity and famine, Jer. xliv. 17, 26,27* ! 
Hof. ii. 5, 9. 2. Perverting of plenty to luxury and pro- 
digality, fenfuality and excefs, revellings and dancings, | 
balls and affemblies. We fee how theft are threatened, j 
Ifa. v. 11, 12, 13. Amos vi. 4, 6, 7. 3. Rejefting the 
bread of life, and del'pifing the food of our fouls. God 
ufeth to puniih men for this fin, by depriving them of 
bread for their bodies, Jer. xi. 21, 22. 4. Mens minding 
their own things more than the things of God ; and 
neglecting to build his houfe, and put refpeCt upon his 
ordinances. Upon fuch accounts f^od brings on fcarcity 
and famine. Hag. i. 9, 10, 1 1. 5. Covenant-breaking, 
and dealing cruelly with the poor, or with ftrangers that 
live among us ; it is for thefe fins that God fent the three 
years famine upon the land of Ifrael, 2 Sam xxi. 1. 

Morover, let us look upon all thefe temporal ftorms 
and calamities which are come, or coming upon the land, 
at warnings to prepare for a more awful ftomi that we 
mult all meet with, namely, the llorm of death and judg- 
ment; let us (land habitually prepared for that ftorm, and 
then other ftorms will not fo much affeCt us. If it be 
a Iked, What we fiiall do to be fafe in the time of that 1 
trying ftorm? the anfweris, Let us fee that we be among i 
the broken in heart, or fmcere penitents, who are hear- 
tily grieved for all known fins: that we be true believers ‘ 
in Chrift, who fruft in nothing but his righteoufnefs and I 
merits for juftification and falvation : that we be born • 
again, and made new creatures by a faving change both 1 

in heart and life : that it be our great buiinefs to clear 
up our evidences of peace with God through Chrift, and : 

our title to the manfions which he hath purchafed by 
his blood. O that God’s judgments, when they are in jl1 

the earth, were means to awaken us to flee from the : 
wrath to come, to Chrift our refuge ! When the floods i 
of great waters are fwelling np to the brim, our only 

, fefty is to fecure a hiding-place in Chrift’s wounds, 
fin. Let us follow the example of Noah, who when he faw 1 

ye ipftood coming, took warning, and prepared an ark for • 
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faving himfelf and his houfehold, Heb.xi. 7. Let us even 
imitate the Egyptians that feared the Lord; they, when 
warned of the dreadful (form of hail that was coming on 
the land, made their fervants and cattle to flee into the 
houfes, Exod, ix. 20. God hath in mercy provided cham- 

■ bers for his people to hide themfelves in when ftorms are 
coming, even the chambers of his attributes and promifes, 

! and the chambers of Chrift’s wounds and interceflion ; 
in thele only we can find fafety : let us then enter into 
them by faith, when he invites us, Il'a xxvi. 20, 21. 

Seeing, in thefe evil days, we have fomany harbingers and 
forerunners of death before our eyes, it will be highly our 
wifdom to keep ourfelves ftill in a waiting pofture, always 
ready and willing to die. What is there in this weary 

■ land to tempt us to defire to abide in it ? Is it not a land 
overwhelmed with fin and forrow ? O believers, are you 
tofled with tempefls here ? Seek the wings of a dove, that 
you may flee away, and be at refl. Be habitually defir- 
ing to depart, that you may be with Chrift. Surely for 
you to die is gain, yea, infinite gain ! What are the im- 
aginary p'eafures of this world to the real happinefs of 
the next ? Though the ftrugg'esof death be grievous to 
nature, yet the gain of dying Ihould reconcile you to it. 
You do not (tick at the trouble of putting off your cloaths at 

, night, to gain a little reft to your bodies; and why Ihou'd 
fyou ftick at uncloathing yourfelves of the garment of.flelh 
at God’s call, to gain everlafting reft to yuur fouls, and 
the fruition of Chrift’s glorious prefence for ever? Let 

,,'the thoughts of this gain put you upon ufing all means to 
get your hearts weaned from the love of the world, ard 
its comforts. Keep the mantle of earthly enjoyments 
hanging loofe about you, efpecially in thefe calamitous 
times, that fo it may be ealilydropt when death comes to 
carry you to the eternal world, Q for more of the lively 
faith of that"world, and of him that is the Lord and pur- 
chafer of it! But feeing this fubj ft is more largely infif- 
ted on in the book itfelf, I fhall add no more here upon 
at. Only I ft»ll fubjoin a colleftion of fotne fweet and 
comfortable texts qf fcripture, very proper for dying be- 
lievers to meditate and feed on by faith, to grip tg and 
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plead with Gcd, and fuck confolation from, when they 
have a near profpeft of going through the dark valley, 
and entering into the unknown regions of eternity. 
God’s word will then be our hope. 

Comfortable Texts for Dying Believers. 
COME unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you reft, Matth. xi. 28. Him that com- 
eth to me, I will in no wife eaft out, John vi. 3 7. 

In my Father’s houfe are many manfions; if it were not fo, 
I would have told you: I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you to myfclf, that where I am, there ye may be alfo, 
John xiv. 2, 3. 

Becaufe I live, ye fliall live alfo, John xiv. 1 $. 
CHRIST faith, u Surely I come quickly.” Anlw. “ Amen. 

Even fo, come Lord Jefus,” Rev. xxii. 20. 
There remaineth a reft to the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. 
I have waited for thy falvation, O Lord, Gen. xlix. 18. 
Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace. For 

inine eyes have feen thy falvation, Luke ii. 29, 30. 
He is the rock, and his work is perfect, Deut. xxxii. 4. 

The Lord will perfeiftthat which eoncerneth me.Pfal. cxxxviH.8. 
Being confident that he which hath begun a good work 
you, vill perform it until the day of Jefus Ghrift, Philip, i. 6. 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he fhall ftand at 

the latter day upon the earth. And though after my fkin, 
worms deftroy this body, yet in my flefh fhall I fee God: 
whom I fhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall behold, and 
V>t anotherj though my reins be confumed within me, Job xix. 
25, 26, 27. 

Although my houfe be not fo with God; yet he hath made 
with me an everlafting covenant, ordered in all things and fure: 
for this is all rhy falvation, and all my defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

Yea, though 1 walk through the valley of the fi^adow of death, 
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me, Plat, xxiii. 4. 

Into thine hand I commit my fpirit: thou haft redeemed me, 
O Lord God of truth, Plat. xxxi. 5. 

For this God Is our God for ever and ever; he will be our 
guide even unto death, Pfal. xlviii. 14. 

Thou fhalt guide me with thy couufel, and afterwards- rer 1 

esive ms to glory. Whom jiave I in heaven but Ui&e f aud | 
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there is none upon earth that I defire befides thee. My fiefh 
and my heart faileth: but God is the ftrength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever, Pfal. Ixxiii. 24, 25, 26. 
I* The facrifices of God are a bocken fpirit: a broken and a 
contrite hUrt, O God, thou wilt not defpife, Pfal. li. 17. 

O that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, 
I and be at reft. I would haften my efcape from the windy, 
ftorm and tempeft, Pfahn. Iv. 6, 8. 

Though ye have lien among the pots, yet fliall ye be as 
tlie wings of a dove covered with filver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold, Pfal. Ixviii. 13. 

The blood of Jefus Chrift his Son cleanfeth us from all ftn, 
I John i. 7. 

Having boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood of 
Jefus, Heb. x. 19. 

He hath faid, I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. Jefus 
Chrift, the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, Heb.xiii. 5,8. 

He retaineth not his anger for ever, becaufe he delighteth in 
piercy, Micah vii. 18, 

Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him, Job xiii. 15. 
In his name fhall the Gentiles truft, Matth. xii. 21. 
Blefied are all they that put their truft in him, Pfal. ii. 12. 
He knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are dull, 

Pfalm ciii. 14. 
I lothe it, I would not live alway, Job vii. 16. 
We know that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle were 

diflblved, we have a building of God, an houfe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. We are willing rather to be 
nbfent from the body, and prefent with the Lordr 2 Cor.v. 1,8. 

For me to live is Ghrift, and to die is gain. Having a de- 
fire to depart, and to be with Chrift; j which is far better, Philip 

, i. 21, 23. 
And now, Lord, what wait I for ? my hope is in thee,'Pfal. 

xxxix. 7. 
My beloved is mine, and I am his. His left hand is Under 

my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. Awake, O 
north-wia^gnd come, thou fouth, blow upon my garden, that 
the fpicfts?m:reof may flow out: let my Beloved come into his 
garden, and eat his pleafant fruits. Uutil the day break, and 

fliadows flee away. Make haft, my Beloved, and be thou like 
to a roe, or a young hart on the mountains of fpices, Gant. ii« 
4, 16, 17. and iv. 16. and viii. 14. 

£2 
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O death, where is thy fling? O grave, where is thy victory? 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jefus Ghrift, i Cor. xv. 55. 57. 

The time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finifhed my courfe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteoufhefs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge fliall give me at that day; and 
not to me only, but unto all them alfo that love his appearing, 
a Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 

The day of death is better than the day of one’s birth, 
Ecclef vii. 1. 

And God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 

fliall be no more death, neither forrow, nor crying, neither 
fhall there be any more pain; for the former things are palfed 
away, Rev. xxi. 4. 

This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Clirifl Jefus came into the world to fave tinners, of whom I am 
chief, 1 Tim. i. IJ. 

God fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifli, but have 
everlafling life, John iii. 16. 

For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; 
that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him, 
2 Cor. v. 21. 

Thanks be unto God for his unfpeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15. 
Bleffed be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath vifited and 

redeemed his people, and hath raifed up an horn of falvation 
for us in the houfe of his fervant David, Luke i. 68, 69. 

Them which fleep in Jefus, will God bring widi him. Then 
ihall we be caught up together with them i|i the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and fo fliall we ever be with the 
Lord, 1 Their, iv. 14, 17. 

Unto him that loved us, and waflied us from our fins in his 
own blood, &e. Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive 
power, and glory, Rev. i. 5. and v. r 2. 

We know that we have paffed from death unto life, becaufc. 
we love the brethren, 1 John iii. 14. 

I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor'life,'nor fctigels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor tilings prefent, nor things to 
come, nor height, itor depth, nor any other creature, fliall be 
able to feparate us from the love of God which is in Chriil 
Jefus our Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

it 
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I know whom I have believed, and I anr pei'fuaded tliat fta ij 

able to keep that which I have committedunto him againft that 
day, 2 Tim. i. 12. 

I count all things but lofs and dung, that I may win Ghrift, 
and be found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs, &c, 
Philip, iii. 8, 9. 

Chrift Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, and right* 
eoufnefs, and fanetification, and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. 

We rejoice in Chrift Jelus, and have no confidence in the 
flefh, Philip, iii. 3» 

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to' 
be partakers of the inheritance of the faints in light, Col, i. 12. 

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye lhall fee 
him. Amen. Even fo,come Lord Jefus, Rev. i. 7. and xxii. 20. 

DUNDEE, 5th /une, 1741. 

Some of the Author's DYING EJ tcui>A.TioNS, as they 
were written by himl'elf a few days before he died, 
and left with his Bible lying on his pillow, the day 
of May, 1750. 

Ol.et me flsep in Jefus ? 
I would not live aways in this evil world, that has little 

in it tempting, and feems ft ill to grow worfe, and where the 
torrent of fin and backflidlng feems to grow ftronger. 

I would defire to depart, and to be with Chrilt, which is far 
better than to be here. I am willing rather to be abfent front 
the body, and prefent with the LorcL Whom have I ii* 
heaven but thee,? and there is none upon, earth X defire befideu 
thee: for though my heart, ftrength, and flefh fail; yet the 
Lord will be the ftrength of my heart, and my portion- for ever. 

Now, Lord, what wait I for; my hope is in thee; I hav£ 
Waited for thy falration, O Lord. 

Q forJsimeon’s frame, to be faying, “ Lord, now letteftthoi* 
thy fervm^kjjait in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy faL 
vation.’^^^HL 

Wh.dHMFftys, ^ Surely I come quickly r’r may my foul 
anfwC^Ev^fo, come Lord JefusJ' ' 

I am living onthe rigjiteoufnefs of Chrift, )-eaytIving in the 
Lord. Even fo come. 1 am detained here epon tlw fliorey wait* 
ing for a fair wind to cany ms over this Xwdaa. . J have wait* 



efl, and will wait for thv falvation, O Lord. The Lord is a 
Rock, and his work is perfeft: Lord, perfeft what concerneth me. 

O that I could fay with Paul, “ The time of my departure j 
is at hand. I have kept the faith, I have fought the good 
fight, I have run my race, I have finilhed my courfe; henceforth 
is laid up for me a crown of righteoufnels, which the righteous 
Lord will give ms at his coming.” 

I am vile and polluted, O how lhall I be cleanfed.! But that is 
a comfortable promife, “ The blood of Jefus Chrift his Son 
cleanfeth us from all lin.” And fo is that, u Though ye have , 
lain among the pots, ye lhall be as doves, whofe wings are co- ^ 
vered with lllver, and their feathers with yellow gold.” 

- I refolve to obey, to fubmit .to the Lord’s will, to die like 
IMofes and Aaron, the one at mount Hor, the other at mount 
Abarijn. They went up, and died there at. the command of ' 
the Lord. 

O that when my flefh and {Length fail, God may be the 
{Length of my heart, and my portion for ever! When now the 
keepers of the houfe do tremble, O that God may be the i 
keeper] when the grinders ceafc, becaufe they are few, O that ! 
God would feed my foul with manna, that will need none of 1 

thefe implements! when the daughters of mulic are brought 
low, O to be fitted for the heavenB*mufie above! when the 
lookers out at the windows are darkened, O that my foul may 
be enlightened to fee Jefus my Bedcemer. 

Lord, help the unbelief and infidelity of my heart; and help 
to more of the faith of a rifen Jefus, and afeended Redeemer. 1 

O let me believe and feel the fwcctnefs of that word of Chrift, 
u I afeend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and 
your God.” 

O how lhall fuch an unholy creature as I prefume into fuch a 
pure and holy place ! But the apoftle has taught us, we may 
have boldnefs to enter into the holieft of all by the blood of 
Jefus. 
• O that when the time of my laft combat comes with my 
fell enemy death, I mav be helped above all t^^x the ihield 
of faith, whereby I my be relieved from the ftjflj^Hfeath, and 
may quench the fiery darts of the wicked 

O that I may be helped to adore the ‘fovefengmy^T Gcd, 
kifs his rod, and humblv fubmit to it. Save me from both ex- 
tremes; let me never defpife the chaftning of the Lord, nor 

faint when I am rebuked of him. 



Dying Ejnculati ns. xix 

Now the prince of darknefs will ftudy to raife tempefts of 
temptations to fhipwreck the poor weather-beaten velfel pf my 
foul, when it would enter into the harbour of reft above ; * may 
Chrift come to be pilot, fteer the helm, and it ftiall be fofe. 

O for more faith! may my faith ripen to a full. aiTurance, 
that 1 may go off the ftage rejoicing, and that an abundant 
entrance mav be miniftered to me into the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. . 

O for more faith, that I may die like Simeon when he had 
Chriil in his arms, faying, ^ Now let thy levant depart in 
peace, mine eyes have feen thy faivation.” 

Lord, one fmile of thy countenance would banilh away all 
my doubts and fears, and make me. ling in pains. 

Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for us? why Ihculd 
I be lb flothful to follow his fteps, when he is faying, Gome up 
hither; come up, dweil here; come up, reign here; come up, 
ling here ? 

O Lord, deliever mv foul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet fprm falling. O lave me from the horrible pit, 
draw me out of the miry clay, fet my feet upon a rock, and 
eftablifli my goings, and put a new fong in my mouth. 

O give grace to ftrivc by faith and prayer to enter in at the 
ftrait gate. Lord, thou haft bid me knock, and it lhall be 
opened; alk, and ye lhall receive; feek, and ye lhall find. Lord, 
I knock, open unto me ; Lord, I would be in, I muft be in; let 
me but in over the threlhold; let me in within light of my Re- 
deemer's face, within fight ol the fmiles of his countenance; 
let me within hearing of the fongs - of the Redeemed; let me 
get to the outlide of that praifing company; I will be well 
enough if I get in. 

Lord, in I muft be, out I cannot ftay: O Ihut me not -out 

with fwearers, Sabbath-breakers, and profane perfons. Lord, 
I never chufed their company while in this world; Lord, do 
not gather my foul with finners hereafter. 

The redeemed are gathering, and the wicked are .gathering, 
thy Hock: they are fall.a gathering; tlie 

he lias left the earth, and entered into 
and friends, many of them have arrived 

Pyet behind. O how great is the difference 
mb theirs. I am groaning out my complaint, 

they al^Kging God’s praife: I am in darknefs, and cannot 
fee thy fao^aut they behold thee face to face. O fhould I be 
fatidied to fta/behind, when my friends are gone! Shall I wan- 
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der here in a hungry defart, when they are triumphing above, 
and dividing the fpoil ? O help me to look after them with a 
ftedfaft eye, and cry, O Lord, how long! 

O heavenly Father, draw me after Jefus; for none can come 
to him without thy aid. O Father, draw me up there where 
he is, and I will mount up as on eagle’s wings. O draw me; 
and when thou feemeft to fly from me, Lprd, enable me to 
follow hard after thee. 

Lord, give me the ftaff of a promife in my hand, that I may 
go over Jordan with it. O give me fuch a promife as that, 
“ When thou palled through the waters, I will be with thee, 
and through the rivers they lhall not overflow thee. When 
thou walked through the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt, neither 
fhall the flame kindle upon thee.” 

Lord, my experiences are fmall, my manifeflations few; thefe 
I will not lean to: yet I will remember thee from the land 
of Jordan, from the Hermonites, and from the hill Mizar. 
Why art thou cad down, O my foul, and why difquieted with- 
in me ? hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife him, who is the 
health of my countenance, and my God. 

O thou who rememberedd the dying thief, when on the way 
to thy Idngdom, O remember me when now feated in thy king- 

' dom, and fay to my foul, when I am dying, u This day fhaJt 
■thou be with me in paradife.” 
" Lord, I am called to the work I never did, O give me the 
drength I never had. .O ftrengthen me like Samfon for this 
Once, when at death', to pull down the drong holds of fin in 
me. Lord, wafh away my fins in the blood of t.hrid, and then 
rhy foul fhall not fink in the ocean of thy wrath. 

O what is my life but a vapour! a fand-glafs of fixty or 
feventy years! O how fad dees it run down! how foon runs it 
out! Vain, vain is the love of life! O give me grace to over- 
come the love of life, and the fear of death. O for more pa- 
tience and lefs fretting. If the damned had hope of being fav- 
ed from hell after a thoufand years of my pain, how willingly 
would they endure it? Bleffed be God, my net hell, 
their date is not mine. 

Lord, draw near to me, and five me^Mp|j|>|^kfuil of 
trouble, an : my life draws near to the * 
loving-kindnefs is better than life; O make t^^f^jj^^Rldneis 
fure to me, and I will willingly part with this . 

Oh that I could make all the world fee the TCauty o 
precious and adorable Saviour. 

iuty of my 
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Xothing but an intereft in Chrift can g've peace in life, or 
comfort in death. He is the chief among ten thoufand, and 
altogether lovely.—My body is in part dead, but I know, I 
cannot die eternally while Jefus lives. I muft go down to thfc 
grave; but what is the grave; it is but a refining pot fxnce my 

|Saviour lay in it, it is but a bed of rofes. “ He is the rofc 
'of Sharon, and the lily of the valley. 

i It was his free grace that drew me, and made me willing in 
• the day of his power; no defire,no merit in me, it was all free 
■ and undeferving. 

O let the chaftifement of my body be the medicine of my 
jfoul, to cure me of fin, and bring me to fincere repentance for 
it: for Ghrifl was wounded for our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed 
for our iniquities; the chaftifement of our peace was upon him. 

Lord, remember the chaftifement of Ghrift for fin, and let 
my pains be the chaftifement of a father, and not the wounds 
of an enemy. Let Chrift’s fufferings mitigate mine. 

I rejoice in the profpeft of that glorious inheritance referved 
fafe.—I could not comfortably euter eternity any other way 
but in and through this God-man Mediator; if he was not God 
as well as man I could not be fupported, but lie'is God. 

Oh, tliis precious Saviour, he is my all in all; he is my 
all-fufficicnt good, my portion, and my choice; in him 
my vafl defires are fulfilled, and all my powers rejoice; I am 

travelling through a wildernefs to a city of habitation, whofe 
’builder and maker is God. 

L Oh, delightful thought! that I, who wras going on in fin, 
fhould be plucked as a brand out of the burning.—Oh, how will 
|they lie on a death-bed that have nothing but their own work^ 
'to fly to! with only tliis to depend on, I fhould be the mofl 

,)miferable of all creatures; but the long white robe of my Re- 
deemer’s righteoufnel’s is all my defire. They are truly blef- 
Ted, they alone are happy, 'who are enabled to exult in the gar- 
ment of celeftial glory, which never waxeth old, in the illtifl- 

is robes of a SaviourVconfuinmate righteoufnefs, which arc 

(mortal. This is a rcbe which hides every 
‘ or deed, that I have committed,—O how 

theiq who are juflified by this all-per* 
e Lord Jefus Ghriif, and who therein can 

upon thrift, I live* upon his righteoufnefs, I Jive 

and merits; yes^ I die alio leaning wl^plly upon 
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this bottom. It is not paft experiences or manifeftations I de- 
pend upon: it isChrift a prefent all-lufficient Saviour, and per- 
fect righteoufnefs in him, I look to. All my attainments are 
but lotfs and dung befides him. 

When I find myfelf polluted, I go to this fountain for clean- 
fing. Lord, give me delight in approacliing to thee j delight to 
be at a throne of grace. O that I could make my bed there, : 

lie and die there! 
The kingdom of heaven fufFers violence, and the violent take 

it by force. O for flrength to offer a holy violence by faith 
and prayer. 

“ Thus the author died as he lived, teftifying the power of re- I 
Hgion upon himfclf; and that at a time when men have moft I 
need of its comforts. The foregoing words are tranfcribed j 
from his own manufcript, now lying in the hands of Mr BELL, } 
minifter at Aberbrothock.” WILLIAM BELL. I 
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ning to you in time of health, to make due preparation 
for the time of Sicknefs and of dying, which is before j 
your hand, 297 1 

Direct. IX. Let thofe who-arein health fet about the work, i 
of repentance, and turning to Godin Chrift timeoully 
and quickly ; and beware of delaying this work until the 
time of Sickuefs and of dying. 308 i, 



Afflicted Man’s Companion: 

A Directory for a Family or Perfon under 

AiHiCtion, by Sicknels or otherwife. 

The INTRODUCTION. 

• ■T^yT AN, when he firfl dropt from his 
JLVJL Maker’s hands, was a holy and innocent 

I creature, pure from (in, and confcquently free 
from ficknefs and trouble, enjoyjng uninterrup- 
ted health and profperity both in body and foul, 

i But no fooner was he tainted with fin, blit he 
I became liable to all forts of miferies, temporal, 

fpiritual, and eternal : his foul being the re- 
'Ufidence of fins and lulls, his body turned 

the receptacle of licknefs and dileafes. And 
feeing God's own children have the relicks 
of fin and corruption in them, while in this 
world, they are not to expett exemption from 
fuch alfli&ions ; and the infinitely wife God fees 

Lmeet to make ufe of bodily dillempers to cor- 
red: the corruptions, and try the graces of his 

1 people, and to promote both their fpiritual and 
eternal adyarffSge. Hence it is laid of Lazarus, 
JohadtfHKjtf Behold, he whom thou loved, is 
fick^^^^Bjj^beloved, and yet lick. It is no 

dcarcll of God’s faints to be 

' ^c c:
'anc?5 and mourn like 

of fore ficknefs j as ilezekiati 
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did, Ifa. xxxviii. 14. Sandtified and healthy 
fouls may be matched with weak and fickly 
bodies, as was Gains, 3 John 2. Notwithftand- 
ing the cafe is fometimes moft trying and ex- 
crcifing to the beft of God’s people : and they 
are never more ready to queftion God’s love, 
or quarrel with his providence, than under 
heavy ficknefs and bodily diflrefs. It is there- 
fore highly the concernment of all, whether 
families or private perfons, to enquire how 
they ought to behave under or after afflidling 
ficknefs ; and how they (hall provide for fuch 
an evil time before it come. And for the 
help of all that defire (nftrudtion in this matter, 
I have written the following directory; which, 
for method’s fake, I (hall divide into fevcral 
chapters. 

I. I (hall give fome general directions to all j 
na I families and perfons vifued with ficknefs and 

aSli&ion. 
II. Some particular directions to thofe who 

are (harply afHiCted with fore ficknefs and long 
trouble. 

III. Directions to the children of God under 
ficknefs. 

IV. Directions to unregenerate perfons un- 
der ficknefs. 

V. Directions to the people of God, when 
recovered from ficknefs. 

VI. Directions to um 
ycred from «F I 

VII. Directions to thofe who : 
are apparently in a dying conditioi^B; 
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VIII. Directions to the relations, acquaint- 
fi ances and neighbours of ihe lick, who are 

themfelvcs in health for the time. 
N. B. Let it be remembered, that what I 

fay to thole vifited with licknefs, is likewiie 
applicable to all other affliftcd pei fons, what- 

j ever their diftrefs be. 
— 

C II A P. I. 
2 Containing general directions to all families and 

perjons vifited with fcknefs 

DIRECT. I. Diligently enquire into the ends and 
deligns, for which ulually God fends ficknefs and 
affliction upon Perfons. 

AN infinitely holy and gracious God hath 
various and wile ends in afflicting the 

| children of men, whether they be converted 
| or unconverted ; which ought to be duly con- 

fidered by all, and cfpecially by thole who are 
vifited with ficknefs ; fome whereof 1 lhall 

I inftance. 
I. God vifits with ficknels, to caufe carelels 

1 Tinners bethink themfelves concerning their 
" louls eftate and condition, who perhaps had 

i never a ferious thought about it before. There 
i are many who, when in health and flrength, 
1 are IV intent upon the pleafures and profits 

of the world, that they mind nothing elfe ; 
al! exhortations and counfels of 
mhnftjgfo.^pacbcrs, and friends, are loft upon 

^ r ujtey* cannot endure to entertain a 
thought oPeocI of the foul, of death, of hea- 
ven> or of judgment to come ; till God 

C 2 
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doth cart: them into fome ficknefs or bodily dif- 4 
trels 5 and then, fometimes, they begin, with the 1 
prodigal, to come to themfclves, and bethink m 

themlelves, concerning their fouls, and a future 
life. Now, this is God’s defign, i Kings viii. 47. f 

“ If they bethink thcmfelves in the land whe- I 
“ ther they they are carried captives, and re- ,] 
pent,” &c. By ficknefs. God gives a man, that j 
before was wholly diverted from foul-matters 1 
by bufiuefs, company, and plcafures, occafion 
to bethink himfelf. The man is now confined 
to his chamber, is deprived of his former com- J 
pany and diverfions, and fo gets time and lea- J 
fure to commune with his own heart, and reflett ! 
on his former ways, and to hear what confci- | 
ence fpeaks concerning a judgment day, and a 
world to come, and the need of a Saviour. And 
fo, by the bleffingofGod upon fuch afilidtiens, i 
not a few have begun their fir ft acquaintance | 
with God and Chrift, and ferious religion. Nay, | 
the furnace is Chrift’s ufual work-houfe, where 
he has formed the moft excellent veffcls of hon- j 
our and praife, Ifa. xflviii. 10. “ I have chofen 
” thee in the furnace of aiRkTion.” Manaffeh, | 
the Prodigal, Paul, and the Jailor, were all 
chofen there. 

II. God vifits us with ficknefs, in order to J 
inftruci; and teach us thefe things we know not, 
Pfal. xevi. 12. It was a faying ofJ^Luther, 
r c hoi a cruris eft Jchola lucis. Ant]Jj^d<#d the 
fchool of afilidtion is the place where many of 
Zion’s fcholars have made good proficiency 
in fpiritual and experimental knowledge,— j 
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j; Now, there are feveral remarkable leffohs 
H which God would teach us by the rod. 
1 \Ji, The knowledge of God. it is faid of ! Manafieh, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. “ When he 

“ was brought to nffliition, then Manaffeh 
“ knew that the Lord he was God.” Though 

i Manafleh was well educated, and early taught 
the knowledge of God, yet till now he knew 

[not the Lord : But now he knew him in his 
power and greatnefs, hrs holinefs and hatred 
of fin j now he knew God in his goodnefs and 

j mefey, and wondered that he had kept bins 
|| fo long out of hell. 
j- idly. Another leffon is the knowledge of 
1 ourfelves. In time of health and prolperify, we 
(are apt to forget ourfelves, and our mortality i 

but ficknefs caufeth us to know that v/e are but 
men, and frail men, FfaLbc 20. that God hath 

r an abfolute fbvereignty over us, and can as 
i! eafily crufh us, as we do a moth. 

3^/y, He teacheth ns the emptinefs of the 
f| world. How vain a help is that, which fails 
i a man in the time of his greateft need 1 and 
* oft-times we fee, that worldly means and 
H friends can neither give the leafi: cafe to the 
I' bodies, nor comfort to the foufs of perfons 

under ficknefs and difirefs. 
4t/i/y, Another leffon is the great evil of fin, 

1 which is Che caufe of ail fickneffes and difeafes 
il whatloe^er, 1 Cor. xi. 30. 41 For this eaule 1 “ many ate weak and fickly among you.,,—^ 
i Ah ! what a root of bitternefs mult that be^ 
| which brings forth fuch bitter fruit !• 
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$thly. He flieweth us the preciournefs and 

- excellency of Chri!t and his promii’es; which 
only can enable a Chriflian to rejoice in tribu- 
lation, and be eaiy under the grcateft pains 
and difeafes. "I'here are many who are indif- j 
ferent about Chrifl in time of health, that when 
ficknefs comes, do change their note, and cry, J 
O for an intercfl in ChriH, above all things !• 

111. God fends fuch trials and diflrefles, in 
order to mortify and kill fin in us, Ha.xxvij 9. 11 By this fiiall th e iniquity of Jacob be purged, j 
“ and tliis is all the fruit to take away his fin.” J 
And indeed ficknels and affliction, through the 
bldfing of God, hath a native tendency to j 
weaken and fubdue our prevailing fins and lulls, i 
O man, is thy heart turned hard, fo as thou art : 
mot fenfible of thy own fins, or of others fuffer- 
iugs ? God fees meet to try the fire of affliction, 1 

to. lee if it will melt thy frozen heart. Hall | 
thou undervalued health, and flighted thy mer- 
cies? Now God removes them from thee, that ; 
by the want of them, thou mayefl: know the 
worth of them. Art thou turned proud and 
fi lf-conceited ? God fends thee a thorn in the j 
flefii, to prick the fwoln bladder of pride, that 
thou muyefl: not be puffed up above meafure ; "I 
God lays thee low upon thy bed, that thou 
mayefl be lowly in thy heart. Doth love to 
the world prevail in thee ? God lends affliction 
to difeover its emptinefs, and wean thee from 
it. \rt then fallen fecure, dead, and formal ? 
God fends affliction to awake thee, that thou 
mayll not Ikep the fleep of death. 
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IV. God lends ficknefs, to awaken in us the 

fpirit of prayer and lupplication, and make us 
more earnelt and importunate in our audrelfes 
to the throne of grace. 1 here is a great differ- 
ence betwixt our praytrs in health and in fick- 
nefs, betwixt-our humiliations in profperitv, and 

I in adverfity. In prolperity we pray heavily and 
J drowfily, but adverfity adds wings to our de- 
I fires. lia xxvi 16. Lord, in trouble have they 
\ vifited thee, they poured out a prayer 'when thy 
I cha/lening was upon them. Though they were 
1 backward enough to prayer before, yet they 

pour it out moft freely now. The very heath- 
en mariners cried aloud to God in a fiorm.— 
What a famous prayer did Manafieh make 
when he was under his iron fetters ! We find it 
thrice mentioned, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13, 18, 19. 
And the voice of fervent prayer, is what the 
Lord defires to hear. 

V. Another end is, to loofe our hearts from 
the things of this world ; and caufe us to look 
and long for heaven. When we enjoy health 

sand eafe in this world, we are apt to lay with 
Peter on the mount, It is good Jor us to be here : 

,)but, when diftrels cometh, God's people will 
turn their tongue, and lay with the Pfalmift, 
Pfal. Ixxiii. 27 It is good for me to draw nigh, 

■to God. When things here go well with us, we 
are apt to think ourfelves at home : but, when 
trouble arifeth. we begin to fay, “ Arile, let us 
depart, this is not our rdf " Though heaven 
was much out of fight and out of mind before, 
yet, when {Aiding ficknels comes, the poor 
believer will iigh, and lav witli David, Pfal. iv.6. 
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O that I had wings like a dove ! for then would 
/J2y away, and be at reft : I would haften my 
ejcape from the windy tempefi. 

Vi. God ueligns to make the world bitter, 
and Chrift Tweet to us. By fuch affliftions, he 
lets men Tee, that the world is nothing but 
vanity and vexation of Tpirir; that riches avail 
not in the day of wrath : then it is, that they 
may fee the inTufficiency of the world to relieve 
them: that, as one faith, 44 A velvet-flipper 44 cannot cure the gout; a golden cap cannot 41 drive away the head-ach; nor a bed of doun 44 give eafe in a fever." And as the world turns 
bitter, To Chrift grows Tweet to the believer. I 
In time of eafe and health, Chrift is often very i 
much negle£ted and forgot. As the difciples, 
while the Tea was calm, fuftered Chrift to fleep j 
with them in the ftiip, thinking they might make 
their voyage well enough without his help j ‘ 
but when they were ready to be drowned, then | 
they Tee their need of Chi ift, they awake him, j 
crying, Mafter, fdve us, or elfe we pcrifh. So j 
the belt of Taints, when all is.eafy about them, ; are prone to fuffer Chrift to fleep within them, L 
and To to negleft the lively acting's of faith on 
Chrift; but when the ftorm of allli&ion begins T 
to arife, and they are ready to be overwhelmed 
with diftrefs, then they cry, 44 None but Chriftr j 
none but Chrift." 

VII. God tryfts with ficknefs and diftrdfs, |' 
in order both to prove and improve his peo- 
ple’s graces, Deut. viii. 2. Rev- ii. to. Grace 
is hereby both trie d and ftrengthened. i/?, Such 
afflictions do prove both the truth and Itrcngth f 



MAN’S COMPANION. 53 
I of our graces, as they lerve to try if we love 

God for himfelf; if we can endure and hold 
out in ferving him, waiting and depending 
upon him, nolwithftanding of difcouragements. 
•That faith will fuffice for a little affl’nftioH, that 
will not fuffice for a great one. Peter had 
faith enough to come upon the fea at ChriA’s 
call ; but as foon as the waves began to (Well, 
his faith began to fail, and his feet to fink, till 
Thrift mercifully caught hold of him, faying, 
“■ O thou of little faith, wherefore didft thou 
doubt ?” Matth. xiv. 31. Little did Peter think 
his faith was fo weak till now. 

2^/7, They tend to improve our graces 
alfo, by quickening and ftrengthening them. 
They ferve as a whetftone to ftiarpen faith, 
fo as the foul is made to renounce earthly 
ftielters, and to clafp about God in Chrift, as its 
only refuge and portion. They excite to re- 
pentance and ferious mourning for fin; for, like 
the winter froft and fnows, they make the fal- 
Jow-ground of our heart more tender. They 
prompt us to heavenly mindednefs, felf-denial, 
and patient waiting on God. Yea, the experi- 
ence of God's people can atteft it, that grace is 
inever more lively,, than under affliction. David 
never found himfelf better, as to his fpiritual 

jftate, than when he was perfecutcd and hunted 
j as a partridge on the mountains: and hence he 
ifays, Pfal. cxix. 71. “ It is good for me, that 

I have been afflicted.” 
Vllf. God’s aim is, to awaken us to redeem 

time, to prepare for flitting, and clear up our 
evidences for heaven. In the time of health wa 
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are apt to trifle away time, to loiter in our jour- 
ney, and forget that we are pilgrims on the 
earth ; wherefore God lends licknels as his 
meffenger, to mind us thereof. 

Now it highly concerns us, when flcknefs 
attacks us, to conflder and meditate upon thefe 
ends for which God brings on diftrefs, and pray 
earneflly that they may be accomplifhed in us ; ’ 
and lb our licknefs lhall not be unto death, 
(fpiritual or eternal), but to the glory of God, 
and good of our fouls. 
DIRECT. II. Let all who arevifited with fick~ j 

ncfs Qnd diftrtjs. fearck for the stchan in the * 
camp, and enquire diligently what is the 
ground and cauje of Cod's controverfy with ! 

thetn, 
IT hath been the prafticc of God’s people 

in feripture-times, to enquire into the caufe 
and meaning of God’s rods which have been 
laid upon them. So David, 2 Sam. xxi. when I 
the land of ifrael was three years under the ; 
ftroke of famine, he enquired into the meaning 1 
of it. So Job is exceedingly defn ous to know ; 
why God let him up as a mark for his arrows, ' 
Job vii. 20. and hence it is that he makes that 
petition, Job x. 2. which is mod fuitable for 
every man in diftrefs, tC Shew me wherefore 
thou contended with me ” 

I grant indeed, that God fometimes viftts 
his people with affli&ion, for the trial and ex- 
ereife of their grace, and for their fpiritual 
inftru&ion, more than for the corrcdion of 
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their fin. But fin being the origins! and foun- 
dation of all affliftion, it is fafeft, when it is 
our own cafe, and moll acceptable to God, to 
look on fin as the procuring caufie. Or, if our 
fins have not immediately procured the prefent 

I affliction, yet the belt of God’s children muft 
own that they have at leafi: deferved it. We 
fee the fin of the Corinthians is mentioned as 
the caufe of their ficknefs, t Cor. xi 30. 4' For 
this caufe many are weak and fickly among 
you.” The Pfalmifl concludes the very fame 
thing, Pfal. evii. 17, 18. “ Fools, becaufe of 

their tranfgrefflons, and their iniquities, are 1 “ afflicted : their foul abhorreth all mfciner of ; il meat; and they draw nigh unto the gates of 
1“ death.” But ordinarily, by ficknefs, the Lord 

points at fome one fin in us, more than another, 
ibme Jonah in the fhip, that hath railed the 
ftorm, which the Lord would hav'* us to iearch 
out, and throw over-board without delay. 

But how fflall we difeover and find 
out the particular, fin for which God affliCls us 
with ficknefs and diftrefs ? 

j4nf \/l. Study the Lord’s word, and the 
chaftifements there recorded, which he hath 
inflicted upon people for their fins; and enquire 
if you be guilty of the like. Obfcrve what 
ihath been God’s mind to his people, and what 
fin he hath pointed out to them, when they 
have been brought under Inch a rod : and fo 

. you may learn his mind to you, Rom. xv. 4. 
“ For whatfoever things were written afore- 141 time, were written for our learning.” 
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2dlj/y Confider what is the fin which confei- 

ence doth moifc of all accufe thee for, in tiiy ' 
moft ferious and folitary hours. Confcience is 
God’s deputy, and thy bofom-monitor, whofe-i 
voice, perhaps, thou haft little regarded in the ’ 
day of thy health; wherefore God hath lent a 
lharper meflenger, to fecond the voice of con- < 
fcience. Hear now the voice of the rod, for 
it is the fame with the voice of confcience. In 
the day of profperity, carnal profits and plea^ ; 

fures made fuch a noife, that the voice of con- ; fcience could not be heard ; wherefore God 
hath brought on thee the filent night of adver- ,1 
fity, that his deputy may obtain audience. 
Well then, give ear ; vrhat faith concience 
now ? may you not hear it faying, as Ileuben | 
to his brethren in diftrefs, Spake I not to you 
in the day of health, do not commit fuch a 
fin, and do not delay repenting for fuch a fin, j 
but you would not hear? O man, let confcience 
get a hearing at laft, as it got with the patri- 1 

archs, when they were brought to diftrefs in , • 
Egypt, and made them to confefs their fin, in i 
felling of Jofeph, Gen.xlii. 2 1. “ Wc are verily ; 

guilty concerning our brother, in that we * 
■<c fiw the anguilh of his foul, when he be- [ 
“ fought us, and we would not hear : therefore 

is this diftrefs come upon us.” 
jrf/y, Confidcr what are thefe evils, that ;■ 

others have obferved in you, whether they be*;4 

friends or foes. Hearken to what a Chriftian r 
friend noticeth in you, either when fpeaking to f-1 

you, or to others about you. . u Let the righte- i* * 
“ ous finite me, (faith David) and it lhail be a.i i 



MAN'S COMPANION. 37 
^ 4t kindnefs." Yea, do not difregard what 
» even enemies fay of you: as David got good 
I by the malicious reproaches of Shimei, in the 

ii day of his affliftion, fo may you, in the time 
ft of diftrefs; for, fometimes, malice itfelf will 
I fpeak truth. Enemies are fharp-fighted to fpy 
?! out our faults, and fo may, through the divine 
i blelling, prove monitors to us, both with re- 

■t lpe<3: to fin and duty. 
^thly, Confider the nature and circumflances 

a of thy diftrels. Oft-times the affii&ion is fo 
I fuitable to the tranfgreffion, that we may clear- 

,1 ly read our fin written on the forehead of our 
i| punifhment, as in the cafe of Adonibezek, and 
n many others. And alfo you may be helped to 
il find it out, by the Lord’s timing of the rod to 
fi| you. Was it fent when you was under much 
II formality in duty ? or when you was eagerly 
Ipurfuing the things of the world ? or when you 

was under the power of fome prevailing lull 
or other ? Then the rod comes to reprove you, 
and awake you to fee the evil thereof. 

5^/y, Confider what is the lin that hath 
been formerly mofl: affrighting to thy thoughts, 
and perplexing to thy confcienee, when thou 
jhaft been in the immediate view of death and 
a tribunal. It is very likely (if thou haft: not 
truly repented of it) that is the fin which God 
now intends to awake thee to fee the evil of, 
that thou mayeft finctrely mourn for, and turn 

j from it, looking to God in Chrift for pardon 
and mercy. 

ObjeCl, Ah (faith one) it is my lot to ly under 
a dumb and filent rod, 1 do not underftand hs 

D 
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language, I cannot hear its voice, I cannot find 
out the fin that is pointed at by it; what courfe 
fhall I take ? 

Anfw.x. Be deeply humbled under this trial, 
ftnd bewail thy cafe before the Lord ; for it 
very much aggravates the afflittion to God’s 
people, when they know that the language of 
it: Hence was it that Job lamented fo heavily, 
that his way was hid, and he knew not the rea- 
fon of God’s contending with him. Job iii. aj. 

2. A believer’s cafe may be fometimes fo 
dark, that it requires a great deal of fpiritual j 
art and wifdom to enable him to hear the voice 
of the rod, and underftand its langage. Hence 
it is faid, “ He is a man of wifdom that feeth u God’s name upon it,” Micah vi. 9. Now, 
this wifdom muft only come from above: 
Therefore, 

3. Go to God, and earnefily beg for this 
wildom, that you may know his mind, and ; 

the meaning of the rod. Do as Kebekah, j 
when the children ftruggled in her womb, fiie 
went to enquire of the Lord, faying, “ Why 
“ am I thus ?” Gen. xxv. 22. Cry to God to 
give you his Spirit, to teach and enlighten you . 
to fee fin in its evil, and the particular evils 1 
you are guilty of. This was Job’s courfe in 1 
his afflidtion : “ Shew me (fays he) wherefore : u thou contended with me. That which 11 
“ fee not, teach thou me. Make me to know n 
“ my tranfgrefiion and my fin.” There is no: 
better way for a prifoncr to know the reafon 
of his confinement, than to afk the magiftratei( 

that committed him. God is a wife agent, and 
am give bed account of his own attions* 
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4. If thou canft not find out the particular fin 

for which God afflidts thee, then labour to re- 
pent of every known fin, and cry for pardon of 

i every unknown and forgotten fin alfo. Do 
that out of wifdom, which Herod did out of 
malice, who, becaufe he could not find out the 
babe Jefus, killed all the children of Bethlehem, 
that he might be fure to kill Jefus among them. 
Let us feek the utter ruin and death of all our 
fins, that we may be litre to defiroy that fin for 

f which God afflifts us. 
5. Study to cxercife a firong faith, and a 

J humble fubmiflion, while God keeps you under 
i the filent rod. Believe firmly, that God is juft, 
;! though you know not for what he contends. !i And however long he thinks fit to make you 
y walk in the dark, refolve humbly to wait on 
I him, sivJ commit yourfelf to him, who has 

many times guided the blind in the way they 
knew not. 
Direct. III. IVhen any fit of ficknefs attacks 

you, think ferioufiy upon death, and make dili~ 
j! Rent preparation for it. 
!T Do not mean that any man may delay the 

work of preparation for death, till ficknefs 
j cometh : No, no 3 this Ihould be the great and 
i uptaking bafinefs of every man in the time of 

his health and ftrength. But ficknefs and dif- 
eafes being the harbingers of death, and mefi- 
fengers fent from God to warn us of its coming; 

, every man is thereby called to renew the work 
of preparation for death, with all earneftnefs 

Da 
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a-id application. God’s voice, by every fit of 
fickncls, is that in Deut. xxxii. 29. “ O that 
‘ they were wife, that they underftood this, 

that they would confider their latter end !” I 
G d knows our folly, and readinefs to forget I 
tliis great work in the day of health ; aad 
tin eforc, in his mercy, he fends ficknefs and 
affli&ion, to teach us fo to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts to this piece of heav- 
enly wifdom, of making preparation for death. 

■^nd here I (hall drop, 17?, Some motives to 
prefs it. 2|i/y, Advices for the doing it aright. 

1 For motives, confider thefe things : 
iy?. Confider God’s mercy and patience to- 

wards you, in giving you fo many warnings, and | 
fo many years, to prepare for death ; and in 
fending his meffengers and warnings fo gently 
and gradually, to excite you to this work ; when 
many younger and flrong^- than you, are hur- 
ried into eternity, and little or no time given 
them to think where the#are going. Have you 
not been fpared many'•"years, in the midft: of , 
dangers, when you have feen that bold archer 
Death, fhooting his arrows, and killing thou- 
fands of your neighbours and friends round 
about you ? Sometimes the firrow hath glanced 
over your head, and flain feme great man, 
your fupeiior : Sometimes it hath alighted at 
your feet, and cut off a child or a fervaut, your 
inferior : Sometimes it hath gone by on your 
left hand, and killed your enemy ; at other 
times it hath pafled on your right hand, and kill- 
ed your near relations. So that you have feen 
friends and foes, fuperiors and inferiors, relati- 
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ons and Grangers, dropping down dead round 
about you ; and all this for a long traft of time, 
to give you warning to prepare for death, 
O let the goodnefs and forbearance of God, 
towards you, lead you to repentance, and per- 
fuade you to flee fpeedily to Chrift, for refuge 
and prote&ion from wrath. 

Confider how terrible death will be, 
if it meet you in an unprepared ftate, in a 
Chriftlefs and impenitent condition. What a 
fearful change will it bring upon you l A change 
from earth to hell, from hope to difpair, from 
pleafure to pain, from comforts to tenors; a 
change from the offers of grace, to the revela- 
tion of wrath : a change from probabilities, to 
utter impoflibilities of falvation. Death will 
cut off all your hopes and expedtations of 
mercy for ever, Job xxvii. There is no 
coming back, to amend what hath been done 
amifs here and there is no work nor device 
in the grave, whither you go. As the tree falls, 
fo will it ly, through all eternity. 

II. I come to give fome advices, in order to 
the right preperation for death. iy?, Set about 
felf-examination work. Enquire if you be in 
Chrift or not; if you be yet far off from God, or 
if you be brought near by the blood of Jefus. 
And fee that you be impartial in this fearch, 
and willing to find out the truth of this im- 
portant queftion. Be not foolifhly tender of 
yourfelf, and apt to believe that you are fafe, 
when it is not foj for, this way, thoufands do 
ruin themfelves. But be content to know the 
worft of your cafe, and thoroughly to under- 
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ftand your foul’s danger, that you may be 
moved to take the right way to efcape it. 
Wherefore take a view of the marks of Chrift- 
lefs and unconverted perfons fet down in God’s 
word, and judge yourfelf by them : And confi- j 
der alfo the ligns of true grace there recorded, 
and fee if they be applicable to you or not. 

2dly, If after enquiry, you find your ftate is ; 
bad; that you have been a lover of the world, 
more than of God ; you have minded your body 
more than your foul; you have lived in the j 
negleft of precious Chrift:; allowed yourfelf in 
known fin : O then be convinced of your in- 
abiliy to help yourfelf, and your need of Chrifl: 
to help you. And labour to be deeply humbled 
before God, under a fenfe of your fin and folly. 
“ Ah, how foolilhly, how rebellioufly, howun- ^ 
thankfully have I carried ? I have abufed God’s j 
mercies, and left undone the work for which i 
I was made, and preferved, and enjoyed the 
gofpel. Oh ! I had all my time given me, to 
make preparation for endlefs eternity, and I 
have never minded it, till now that ficknefs, 
the harbinger of death, is come upon me: And 
now, what fliall I do to be faved ?” Well, 
then, in order to convince and humble you the ! 
more, call back your eyes upon the fins of j 
your nature, and of your bypafi: life ; view 
them in their nature, number, aggravations and | 
defervings. O do not fo many years fins need 
a very deep humiliation ? O do you not Hand ! 
greatly in need of fuch a perfon as Chrift, to 
be your Saviour and llanfomer from fuch a vaft 
number of fins ? O but their weight will prefs ; 
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you eternally down to the lowed hell; if left 
to yourfelf, and laid upon your back. 

3df/y, O linner, art thou deeply humbled, 
and defirous of mercy upon any terms ? Be- 
lieve then, that thy cafe is not remedilefs, but 
that there is a facrifke provided for your fins, 
and an able and all-fufficient Saviour in your 
offer. Believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift is 
the Son of God, and become fiefh to be a furety 
for you ; that he is both able and willing to 
fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God 
by him. Though your fins, your dangers and 
your fears, were never fo great, yet he is able 
and willing to fave. O flee prefently to this 
refuge-city, whofe gates are open to receive 
you. Truft your foul uponChrift’s facrifice and 
meritorious blood, for mercy and falvation. 
Apply humbly to him, that he may teach you 
the will of God, reconcile you to his Father, 
pardon your fins, renew you by his Spirit, and 
fave you from eternal wrath. 

\thly. Give up yourfelf to God in Chrift, by 
way of covenant and folemn refignation. Every 
man doth this facramentally in baptifm ; but 
you muft alfo renew it perfonally and expli- 
citly, and thereby give, a cordial and voluntary 
confent to the covenant of grace. Acquiefce 
chearfully in the gofpel-way of falvation thro* 
Chrift and his righteoufnefs ; and accept of 
God in Chrift, as thy portion. Make choice of 
God the Father, as thy reconciled Father in 
Chrift; and God the Son, as thy Redeemer and 
Saviour ; and God the Holy Ghoft, for thy 
Sandtifier, Guide and Comforter. And likewife 
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give up thyfelf, foul and body, and all thou haft, 
to be the Lord’s j engaging, in Chrift’s ftrength, 
to live for God, and walk with him in newnefs 
of life. And ftudy to do all this deliberately, 
unfeignedly and chearfully. Though, perhaps, 
you have done this, hypocritically, at former 
times, you have profaned God’s covenant, and ; 
behaved unftedfaftly and perfidioufly therein ; 
yet now endeavour to be fincere with God 
for once. 

yM/y, Be living daily in the excercife of 
faith and repentance: renew the a<fts thereof | 
frequently, in proportion to your renewed fins 
and guiltinefs. Cleave clofe to glorious Chrift, 
your High Prieft and Surety, and be ever 
waftiing in his blood. As lonor as you are in the ! 
world, you’ll need to wafh your feet, John xiii. 
10. Come death when it will, let it find you 
at the fountain, always looking to, and making 
ufe of Jefus Chrift. You have great need of | 
Chrift every day of your life, more efpecially 
in ficknefs ; but moft of all at a dying hour. 
O what need will you have of Chrift, then, 
as an Advovatc with God, when the queftion 
is to be determined, Where your manfion is j 
to be atfigned, through all eternity, whether in 
heaven or hell ? O then, be looking always to 
Chrift, with the eye of faith. Live in the 
conftant thoughts of this bleffed Mediator. 
Let him be firft in your thoughts, in the morn- 
ing, and laft in your thoughts, at night. 

6/^/y, Be ftriving to morify every fin and f 
luft, both outward and inward. Be dying to 
fin daily, that fo you may not die for fin 
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eternally. O that frn may be daily lofing its 
ftrength, and dying in you ! fo that it may be 
certainly dead before you. Pray earneftly, that 
your fins may die, before you die: For, if 
they die not before you, but out-Jive the dying 

. body, they will live eternally to fling and tor- 
ment the never-dying foul. 
Direct. IV. Be not anxious f^r recovery to 

health ; but leave the ijfue of the prefenf 
ficknefs, to the will and pleafure of the in- 
finitely wife Cod. 

REmember, O man, thou art the clay, and 
God is the Potter; he is abfolute Lord of 

.1 tby life and times, therefore learn tc adore his 
‘ foyereignty over thee, and all thy enjoyments. 
! David did fo, when he faid, “ Lord, my times 

are in thy hand,” Pfal.xxxi. 15. And indeed 
hey are only befl in his hand, for he bell knows 

Jnow to difpofe of them. The prophet faith, 
ifa. xxx. 18. “ The Lord is a God of judgment, 
^leffed are they that wait for him.” Judgment 

1 here fignifies wifdom : The Lord is a God of 
A^ifdom, and will order and time all things 
well; and therefore it becomes us quitely to 
wait for his pleafure, faying, “ The will of the 
Lord be done." It is taken notice of, as a 
?reat fin in the Ifraelites, that they waited not 
ror his counfel, but limited the holy One of 
Ifrael, Pfal. Ixxviii. 41. What an unaccount- 

, able folly and prefumption is it, for worms of 
he earth, to feek to flint and limit the Sove- 
reign of heaven, to their meafures! It becomes 
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us at all times, and efpecially in ficknefi and 
affliction, to have low, (ubmiffive thoughts of 
ourfelves, and high exalted thoughts of God’s 
fovereignity, fuch as Nebuchadnezzar had, 
Dan. iv. “ And all the inhabitants of the 
“ earth are reputed as nothing : And he doth 
“ according to his will in the army of heaven, 
“ and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
“ none can flay his hand, or fay unto him, i 
“ What doll thou ?” We fhould therefore f 
refer all to his wife determination, and be ; 
willing to die or live, as he (hall be pleafed to 
appoint. I remember I have read of a godly 
woman, who, in her ficknefs, being afked by ' 
one, Whether fhe was mod defirous to die, or 
to live ? She anfwered, 4 I have no choice in 
* that matter, but refer myfelf to the will of 
* God.* 4 But, (faid the other) fuppofc God ; 
* fliould refer it to you, whether to die, or 
* to live, which of thenj would you chufe?’ j 4 If God (replied fhe) fhould refer it to me, |j 
* I would even refer it back again to him.* 1 

It becomes thee, O man, to be entirely refign-' 
ed to the will of thy Maker, and to hand like 
a centinel in thy flation, ready to move, as thy 
great General and Commander fhall give order, t concerning thee. It would be pleafant, and'i 
acceptable to God, to fee thee more defirous to s 
be delivered from fin, than from ficknefs. O ) 
but fin is a far worfe difeafe, than any ficknefsiil 
in the world! beg importunately, that the greatli 
Phyfician may cure this woful foul-difeafe,; 
and let him do with the body what he pleafeth. 
This was David’s practice in his affliction, 



MAN*s COMPANION. 47 
'1 Pfal. xxv. 18. u Look upon my affliiflion, and 1 u my pain ; and forgive all my fin.” As for 

ii| his pains and afflidlions, he alks no more, but 
I that God would regard them, and look upon 

them, and do with them as he thought fit; 
but, as for his fins, no lefs will fatisfy him than 
a pardon, and blotting them entirely out, fo as 
they might be remembered no more. 

I Direct. V. Bind yourfelf ivith holy purpofer 
I and refolutions, in Chrifl*s Jlrength, to be 
j more "watchful againjl fin, more diligent in 
j duty, and to improve the time of health better, 1 if God jhall be pleafed to refiore it again 
j to you. 

j XTITHEN God is vifiting your iniquities with 
VV rods, and pleading a controverfy with 

you for your omilfions and flacknefs in duty, 
he expetts that you will return from your back- 
Hidings, and fet about a ferious reformation 

j and change of life. Hofea v. 1$. “ I will go, 
“ and return to my place, till they acknowledge 

, “ their offence, and leek my facet In their u affliction they will feek me early.” See 1 then that you open your ear to difeipline: ftudy 
! to anfwer God’s call and expectation, and in 

his ftrength refolve to enter upon a new life. 
“ Surely now it is meet to be faid unto God, 

. (< I have born chaftifetnent. i will not offend 
“ any more. That which I fee not, teach thou u me: If I have done iniquity, I will do fo no u more,” Jobxxxiv. 31, 32. Now is the feafon 

, you fhould fay with Ephraim, Hofea xiv. 8. u What have I to do anymofe with idols ?” 
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Having duly examined yourfelves, and fearch- 

ed out your fins, you ought to put a bill of 
devorce into each of their hands. Deliberately 
refolve againft all your fins, whether fccret, 
or open ; and efpecially refolve againft your 
darling and beloved fins, thefe fins of which do 
moft eallly befet you. Refolve alfo againfl all 
temptations to fin, and particularly againft the 
fnares of bad company, whereby you have been 
formerly enticed j fay now with David, Pfab 
- xix. 115.u Depart from me, ye evil doers: For I 
“ I will keep the commandments of my God.” 

You mull not only purpofe toforfake all fin, 
but alfo to mind every known duty : That you ! 
will make religion your one thing needful; 
the pleafing of God, the chief bufinefs of your 
life ; that you will let the Lord always before 
you, give him your heart in all duties, aim at ; 
nearnefs and communion with God in every r 
one of them; and fiill prefs forward to the j] 
full enjoyment of God in heaven, through Ij 
eternity. 

Refolve alfo, thro’ grace, that you will, in 
a fpecial manner, mind fecret duties, which 
the eyes of men do not obferve, and thefe ; 
duties which confcience doth mofl: challenge l', 
you for negle&ing. And you that are heads : 
of families, refolve to make more confcience : 
of family-religion, of worlhipping God with 
your families, both morning and evening; i 
inftru&ing your children and fervants in the fl 
knowledge of Chrift, and recommending reli- 
gion and godlinefs to all round about you, i. 
whether relations or ftrangers. 
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And if you would have your refolutions 

effe&ual, fee that they be accompanied with a 
deep fenfe of your infufficiency to perform 
them in your own flrength. Bear always in 
m'ind the corruption and deceitfulnefs of your 
own heart, and make #ill your refolutions in a 
humble dependence on the fufficiency of Jefus 
Chrifl your furety. Obferve the apoftle Paul’s 
advice to his fon Timothy, 2 Tim.ii 1. “ Be 
ftrong in the grace that is in Jefus Chrift.” All 

!your (lock, O believer, is in his hand, fo that 
without him you can do nothing; but, through 
Chrift ftrengthening you, you are able to do 
all things. 

1 !Di rect.VI. Set your houfe in order, by making 1 your latter-iviHs, and fettling your domcjlic 
and fecular affairs, while you have jreedom 
and capacity for doing it. 

AFter the heart is fet in order, the next 
work is to fet your houfe in order, ac- 

ording to God’s counfel to Hezekiah, Ifa. 
Xxxviii. 1. It is recorded of the patriarch Abra- 
ham, that he was careful to fettle the affairs of 

;; his family before his death, Gen. xxv.5, 6. He 
■ difpofed of his eftate to Ifaac, ancMegacies to 
i the fons of his concubines. It is too general a 
fault, that men delay and put off making their 
wills, as they do their repentance, to the very 
laft, and fo too frequently never make them at 
all. Confider the evil of deferring or negledt- 
ng this neceffary affair: For if you, upon whom 

God hath beftowed means, lhall die inteftate., 
E 
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your eftate may defcend otherwile than you in- 
tended ; much of it may be fpcnt in tedious and 
expenfive law-fuits: fuch differences may fall 
out among relations, that fliould live in friend- 
fhip and mutual affection, as cannot be healed ; 
Lome of them may be reduced to extreme want, 
when a fmall legacy might have put them in a 
way of living: And many fuch inconveniencics | 
may follow. Well then, if your neglett fhould 
bring on thefe evils, and involve poflei ity into 
endlefs flrifes and contentions; may you not 
jnflly fear that the guilt thereof will purfue you 
into another world, whole wretched careleffnefs 
was the occafion of all that mifehief ? 

Pray, what is the reafon that men put off this 
affair ? Is it not, becaufe they do not incline to 
think fo ferioufly on death, as this will occafion 
them to do? Doth not this fmell of abominable 
earthly-mindednefs, and fpeak as if a man de- 1 

fired all his portion in this life, and cared not | 
for a better ? and that he is fo far from prepar- 
ing for death, that he cannot endure to think of 
it? Alas that this worldly difpofition fliould fa j 
far prevail among us! But lui ely there is no 
wife man will fay, that the putting, off the 
thoughts of death will keep death at the greater |! 
diflance j or that preparing for death, and mak- L 
ing our wills, will bring on death the fooner. , 

It were furely bell to order our affairs time- h 
oufly ; yea, do it in time of health, rather than (j 
delay it unto a flek-bed, or a death-bed; for'i 
cither you may be fnatched off fuddenly, and I 
have no time for it; or you may be taken with If 
fuch a diftemper as (hall feize your tongue, fjj 
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as you cannot cxprefs your mind ; or feize your 
underflanding, fo as you cannot rationally dif- 
pofe of your efFe&s. And though none of thefe 
(hould happen, yet certainly it proves a great 
difturbance to a dying man, to be calling up, 
ordering and fettling the affairs of his family, 
when he fhould be fecuring a heavenly manfion 
for his foul, and clearing up his evidences there- 
unto. It is great wifdom to put this affair by 
hand; that you may have as little to c!o with 
the world as may be, and all occaflons of dif- 
traftion to your immortal foul may be prevent- 
ed, when it is near to its flitting into an eternal 

i and unchangeable ftate. 
Moreover, in fettling your fecular affairs, 

obferve thefe following advices. 1. Make your 
I wills chearfully, and freely lay down whatever 

you enjoy, when God calls you to it. Praife 
I God that you had thefe things while you needed 
them; and when you have no longer ufe for 
them, leave them without repining, to thefe 
that come after you. Look not back to Egypt, 
when you are upon your march to Canaan. 

aaTy, bee that you deal juflly, in providing 
.for your family, paying all your juft; debts, and 

' making reflitution if you have wronged any. 
• Abhor all defigns of defrauding any of your 

1 lawful ci editors : For, if your laft aft fliould be 
j unjuft, you leave a blot upon your name here ; 

and flnce you cannot repent of this wickednefs, 
it being among your laft deeds, you expofe 
yourfelftoa fearful doom in the world whither 
you are going. 
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3^/j/, In fettling your eftates, fee that God ^ 

and good ufes be not forgot nor left out. When | 
you are leaving the world, and can glorify God 
no longer here by your words or aftions, fee ! 
to honour the Lord with, your fubftance, by 
leaving fome part thereof to a pious and chari- 
table ufe. I know, it is a work of charity to 
give for maintaining the bodies of the poor ; 1 
and efpecially the poor of God's people, who jj 
belong to his family : But it is much more pious ' 
and charitable, to leave fomewhat for propa- 
gating Chriflian knowledge in dark places, for * 
educating poor children to read the fcriptures, 
and inflrufting ignorant fouls in the knowledge 
of Jefus Chrift. It is much to be lamented, that | 
fo many rich men among us die, and leave no- , 
thing to fuch pious ufes. The liberality of 
papifts on their death-beds, may give a fharp. | 
challenge to many profeffed proteflants. O 
what a fhame is it to the profeffors of the doc- 
trine of grace, that the falfe do&rines of merit j 
and purgatory fliould produce fo many donati- p 
ons and mortifications among the papifts, and j 
the faith of Chrift’s moft glorious gofpel (hould j 
not do the like among true believers ! Shall the 
proud conceit of merit, and the imaginary fear | 
of purgatory, prompt men to do more this way, 
than the certain perfuafion of the love of God 
in Chrifi:, and the well grounded hope of eter- j 
nal life through the alone merits of jefus Chrift? '1 
O what a reproach is this to our holy religion ! 

4^/y, It might be much to the glory of God, ’, 
and good of fouls, that a great part of our tef- ; 
laments and latter-wills ftxould confift of folemn i 
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charges, and exhortations and bleffings to our 
children, or thofe to whom we bequeath any 
legacy; To as they can never open our tefta- 
ments, or look into them, but they might hear 
fomething that may make improffions on their 
fouls, for their Ipiritual edification, and for 
quickening them to the diligent pra&ice of both 
family and perfonal godlinefs. 

CHAP. II. 
s, Containing fame particular Direflions to thofe 

who are fharply afflicted with Sicknefs and 
long Trouble. 

Direct. I. fuflify God in the greatef afflictions 
which befalyou. 

THOUGH God fhould condemn you, fee that 
you acquit him, and fay, he is righteous 

in all his dealings. When the church was un- 
der the heavieft difirefs, flic finds caule to juftify 
God, Lam.i. 18. “ The Lord is righteous, for 

* “ I have rebelled againft his commandment." 
; So doth godly Nehemiah, Neh. ix 33. u How- 
; beit thou art juft in all that is brought upon us ; 

for thou halt done right, but we have clone 
wickedly.The fame doth holy David ac- 
knowledge, Pfal. cxix. 75. u 1 know, O Lord* 
that thy judgments are right, and that in faith- 

, fulneis thou haft a Shifted me." Now, in order 
to bring you to this agreeable frame, and to 

i; convince you of the equity and juftice of God 
in his difpenfations, however heavy and long 

L . 
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your diftrefs be, I ftiall lay before you the fol- 
lowing coufiderations: 

iy?, Confider the infinitely holy and righteous 
i nature of that God who fmiteth thee, Pfal. cxix. j 
\ 137. “ Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright 

are thy judgmentsWe prefume it of a righte- 
ous man, that he will do righteous things ; and 

i lhall we not much more believe fo of a holy and 
righteous God ? We cannot be infallibly certain 

| that a righteous man will always do fo j for a 
t righteous man may leave his righteoufnefs, be- 1 [ caufe the creature is mutable : but God is immu- j 
[ tably righteous j fo that we may be confident of : 
I it, that the Judge of all the earth will do right, 
r for it is impoffible he can do otherwife, Zech. 
[ iii. 5. “ The juft Lord is in the midft thereof, 

lie will not do iniquity.” lie will not, he 
cannot; for it is contrary to his nature. 

2<i/y, Confider that God never brings on any 
i affli&ion without a caufe, 1 Cor. xi. 30. “ For 
| this caufe many are fick.” He hath ftill juft 

ground for the heavieft affliction, from thy fins 
and provocations, and may always fay to thee, 
as to Ifrael, Jer. ii. 17, 19. “ Haft thou not 

\ procured this unto thyfelf, in that thou haft 
forfaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee 

| by the way ? Thine own wickednefs (hall cor- 
rect thee, and thy backflidings (hall reprove 
thee: know therefore, and fee, that it is an 
evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the 
Lord.” There is ftill ground enough for af- 
fliction to be found in the beft of God’s people; i 
and therefore it is faid, Lam. iii. 33. “ For he 
doth not affliCl willingly, nor grieve the child- j 
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ren of men.” No; it is our fins that oblige 
him to it. As Chrift whipped the fellers of 

: oxen and Iheep out of the temple with a whip 
:,j as is generally thought) made of their own 
; cords: fo God never fcourgeth us but with a 

whip made of our own fins, Prov. v. 22. “ His 
) own iniquities fliall take the wdcked himfelf, 

njj and he fiiall be holden with the cords of his 
ifins.” If we confider the mighty God as a 

Lord difpenfing grace, then we find he ads 
fovereignly, and according to his will and plea- 

: fure, Matth. xi. 26. “ Even fo, Father, for fo 
;|| it feemeth good in thy fight.” But, if we con- 

I fider him as a Judge difpenfing judgments, he 
1 never doth it without a foregoing caufe on the 
: creature’s part. God’s treafure of mercy is al- 
i ways full and ready to be let out to them that 
! feek it; but his treafure of wrath is empty till 
1 men fill it up by their fins, Rom. ii. 16. “ Thou 

r I treafurcfi up to thyfelf wrath againft the day of 1 wrath.” We do always provide fewel for God’s 
’ wrath before it kindle and break out upon us. 

3c//y, Confider further this inftance of God’s 
equity, that when there is a caufe given, God 
doth not prefently take it, but continues to 
threaten oft, and warn long, before he execute 

I the fentenee of his word. He fends leffer ftrokcs 
as warnings of greater, if we repent not; and 
he repeats his warnings many times, both by his 
word and providence, before he finite. Yea, 
even when repeated warnings are flighted, he 
delays a long time, and waits to be gracious, 
Ifa. xxx 18. And when man’s obftinacy and 
incorrigiblenefs arrive to fuch a height, that he 
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can fparc no longer; yet, how loth is he to give i 
them up to levere judgments ! Hof xi. 8. 11 How 
(hall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How (hall I de- 
liver thee, Ifrael ? How (hall 1 make thee as 
Admah ? How fliall I fet thee as Zeboim?l|Mine 
heart is turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled together.” When the Lord hath 
finners in his arms, ready to give them up to 
levere judgments, yet he makes a Hand, and 
would fain be prevented before he proceed to 
his tlrange work; for fo he calls his afts of 1 
judgment, Ifa. xxviii. 21. Atts of mercy are 
co-natural, moft agreeable and pleafant to God, 
Micah vii. 18. “ He delighteth in mercy: but 
judgment is his ftrange adt, and his ftrange work. 

qthly, Gonlider, that when at laft he fends |j 
ftrokes on us, they are always fhort of the caufe; H 
he exadts not the whole debt that finners owe i 
to his juflice, as Ezra doth acknowledge, Ezra n 
ix. 13. u Thou haft punifhed us lefs than our | 
iniquities deferve.” The ftroke he there is 
fpeaking of, was a moft heavy judgment; fear- | 
ful ruin and defolation came upon Jerufalem, ;j 
and the whole land of Judah; the city and I 
temple were burnt to aflies, the people carried 
captives to a ftrange land, and treated as bond || 
flaves among the heathen: Yet, faith the holy 
man, u Thou haft punifhed us lefs than our ' 
iniquities deferve.” q. d. It is true, we have : 
been carried to Babylon, but in juftice we might : 
have been fent to hell: our houfes were burnt, j 
but our bodies might have been burnt too: We 
have been drinking water, but we might have j 
been drinking blood; Wc have had grievous 



MAN’S COMPANION. 57 
kurdens on earth, but we might have been 
groaning in hell: We were banifhed from the 
temple, but we might have been eternally 
banilhed from God’s prefence.” We think it a 

'great favour among men, when any punifhment 
is mitigated, when the fentence of death is 
changed into banifhment, or when banHhment 
is turned into a fine; or a great fine is made 
fmaller: And will you think that God deals 
feverely or rigoroufly with you, when he lays 
you on a fick-bed, when he might juftly have 
laid you in hell, and poured out all his wrath 
upon you there ? You but tafte of the brim of 
the cup, when God might caufe you drink of 
the bottom and dregs thereof. 

Have you not caufe then to acknowledge 
God’s juftice, nay, even his mercy too, in his 
dealings with you, however rough they feem 
to be ? May you not, with good reafon fay, 

'any thing lefs than hell is a mercy to fuch an 
ill-deferving creature as I am ? If even a hard- 
hearted Pharaoh,under diftrcfs, came the length 
to own the juftice of God, Exod. ix. 27. “ I have 
finned; the Lord is righteous:” (hall any pro- 
fcfled Chriftian fall fhort of that obftinate 
Egyptian ? 
Di r ect. II. Labour Jlill to be fenfible of Cod'^s 

hand under heavy affliflion, and beware of 
flupidity and unconcernednefs under it. 
IT is a fin to faint under heavy affli&ion, but 

it is a duty to feel it, Heb. xii. 5. “ My fon, 
defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor 
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faint when thou art rebuked of him.” The 
apofMe there doth caution againft two extremes 
which every Chriftian under the rod fhould be 
careful to avoid, i. Defpifing or making light 
of affliftion. 2. Sinking or defponding upon 
affli&ion. We are in great hazard of running 
into the one or the other. As to the firft, We 
may be faid to defpife the chaftening of the Lord 
when we do not obferve God’s hand in our |; 
affliction, fo as to reform the things whereby he 1 
was difplealed: Or when we refolve to abide 
the trial, by the ftrength of our own refolutions 
and ftout-heartednefs, without looking to God 
for fupporting grace: Or when we turn ftupid 
and infenfible under the heavy and long con- 
tinued rod. This defpiftng and flighting of the 
rod, is not patience, but ftupidity; it is not 
Chriflian magnanimity, but a floical temper ,of | 
mind, moft flnful and provoking to God. We 
fee how angry God is with flnners, when his 
flrokes are not felt, Ila. xli. 25. “ He hath 
poured upon him the fury of his anger; and it 
hath fct him on fire round about, yet he knew 
not; and it hath burned him, yet he laid it not 
to heart.” Jer.V. 3. “*Thou haft ftricken them, 
but they have not grieved : thou haft confumed 
them, but they have refufed to receive correc- 
tion : they have made their faces harder than a 
rock, they have refufed to return.” There is 
little hope of a fcholar minding his lefton, that 
is regardlefs of whipping. It is a dreadful fign 
to be like Pharaoh, fleeping in our fins, when 
God is thundering in his wrath. He that will ; 
fleep when his houfe is on fire, or lie ftill in bed, | 



M A N’s COMPANION. 59 
as if he was not concerned, may afitiredly ex- 
pe& to be confumed in its flames. As David 
could not bear it, when the meflengers, he Pent 
to the Ammonites cut of good will, were af- 
fronted and defpifed ; fo neither will God en- 
dure it, when the meflengers he fends to finners 

Iare flighted; for he that flights a meflenger, 
affronts his mafter. Thefe who make light of 
afflidUon, make light of God that fends it, and 
make light of fin that procures it. 

But, when is it that people are fuitably 
concerned under a heavy rod ? slnfiv. When 
they fee God’s hand, hear God’s voice, anfwer 
his intent, are curious to know his mind, defir- 
ous to do thefe things he requires, and reform 

I thefe things he is dilpleafed with. 
Remember,every afflidtion is a meflenger from 

: God, and deferves a hearing from you. It comes 
to thee with fuch a meflage asEhuddid toEglon, 
Judges iii. 20. “ I have an errand from God to 
thee, O king:” 1 have a rntflage from God to 
thee, O Chriftian, O finncr. Well, lend an ear, 

land hearken with reverence and attention to 
,this errand ; fay, “ Speak, Lord, for thy fervant 
heareth, what wouldfl thou have me to do ?” 

' Believe it, that God fpeaks as really to you 
(by his rod, as by his word ; therefore lie fays, u Hear ye the rod.” God fpake as truly by his 
iten plagues to Egypt, as he did by his ten pre- 
s cepts to Ifrael. And if the calm Voice of the 
' word were more regarded, we fhould hear lefs 
of the rough voice of the rod. As Gideon took 
briers and thorns of the wildernefs, and with 
jthem taught the men of Succoth, who would 
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not be taught by fairer means, Judges viii. i6. 
foGod takes the (harp prickles of lore affliddons, 
to teach you his ftatutes, when you will not be 
taught by- fofter methods. Beware then of 
grieving God’s Spirit, by turning llupid and in- 
lenfible under (harp or long continued trials: 
But, the more pains God is at with you by his 
rod, hearken the more carefully to his voice; 
and labour to make the greater proficiency in 
the fchool of affli&ion, where he thinks fit to 
continue you ; that fo you may inherit that blef- 
fing, Pfal. xciv. 12. “ Blelfed is the man whom 
thou chafteneft, O Lord, and teachefi: him out 
of thy law.M 

Direct. HI. Beware of mifconftruCting Cod's 
dealings towards you^ and of charging him 
fooli/hly. 

E are apt to believe Satart’s fuggeflions v v under heavy trials, and to entertain wrong 
thoughts of God and his difpenfations. Now, 
thefe you ought to guard againrt : as, for in- 
ftance, iy?, Beware of harbouring atheiflical 
thoughts, as if there were no providence, no 
wife governor of this lower world, no diftinc- 
tion betwixt the good and bad ; and that it is to 
no purpofe to be religious, like thefe mentioned 
in Mai. Hi. 14. “ Ye have laid, it is vain to ferve 
God : and what profit is it, that wc have kept 
his ordinances, and walked mournfully before 
the Lord of hods !" Yea, even the Pfalmifi:, 
when he begins to compare his own fiiarp trials 
with the wicked’s eafe and prolperity, is tempted 
to think all religion in vain, and fay, Pfal. Ixxiii. 
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15, 14. u Verily I have cleanfed my heart in 
vain, and vralhed my hands in innocency. For 
all the day long have I been plagued, and chad-* 
ened every morning.” But thefe are nothing 
but the hellilh liiggeftions of Satan, that irre- 
concileable enemy of God, and precious fouls, 
againfl: which we fhould clofely flop our ears. 

idly^ Beware of charging God in your hearts 
with rigour or injuflice in his dealing, like thefe) 
Eijek. xviii. 25. Yet ye Jay, the way of the Lord 
is ?iot equal. How highly unjuft and injurious, 
are fuch thoughts to him. who is the Judge of 
all the earth, and cannot do but right l 

Beware of thinking that heavy affliftn 
ons do always fpeak wrath in God againfl: thee : 
No, fometimes they fpeak forth love, and God 
may be carrying on a love-defign thereby to thy 
foul, viz. to fubdue thy flrong lulls, and draw 
thee nearer unto himfelf. As for thefe who 
think that the fmarting rod and divine love can- 
not dwell together, let them read that palfage, 
Heb.xii 5, 6. “ And ye have forgotten the ex- 
hortation which fpeaketh unto you as untochild^ 
ren, My fon, defpife not thou the chaflening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him. For whom the Lord loveth,hc chafteneth; 
and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth." 

^thly. Beware of defponding and diftruflful 
thoughts of God, under fliarp aflli&ions. Some 
are ready to raze the foundation, quit their in* 
tereft in God, and the promifes, and caft away 
their hope and confidence) faying with Gideon, 
Judges vi. 13. Oh my lord, if the Lord be with 
?<<•, why then is all this evil befallen ns? So David 



62 THE AFFLICTED 
was ready to drw a hafty cop.clufion, Pfal. xxxl. 
22. I fuid in my hajlc, l am cut offfrom before 
thine eyes. Bat this was the dFeft of unbelief 5 
for he that believeth, will not make hafle. 
Direct. IV. Under fore trouble and difirefs^ 

labour to exercife a flrong and lively faith. 
IT was a noble and heroic refolution in that 

holy man Job, under his fmgular trials, Job 
xiii. 15. Though heflay me,yet will 1 trufl in him. 
q. d. Let my (troke-s be never fo fore and heavy, 
yet I will not let go my grips of his word and 
promifes; I will not raze thefe foundations of 
my hope. It was the way the Pfalmift kept 
himfclf from linking under his heavy burdens, 
Pfal.xxviii. 13. I had fainted, unltjs I had be* 
iicved to fee the goodnefs of the Lord, in the land 
of the living. Confider but a little, the noble 
influence that faith hatli to flrengthen and fup- 
port the foul under fore trials. 

tfl. Faith grips to the great gofpel promife 
of iklyation in and through Jcfus Chrift, and fo 
fecures the foul’s main interefl through eternity; 
which may make the foul eafy in every lot. 

idly, Faith views God in Chrift, at the helm 
in the greatefl florm, and fo it endures, as fee- 
ing him who is inviftble, Heb. xi. 27. 

%dly. Faith calls the foul’s anchor upon the 
Rock of Ages, and flays itfelf on God, and the 
faithful promiles; whereby the foul is eafed 
and dilburdened of its fears and melancholy 
apprehenfions, Pfal.iv. 22. Ifa. 1.10 

afhly, Faith brings new ftrength and auxilh 
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l ary fupplies of grace from heaven, when the 

former fupply is exhaufted and fpent j wheiecf 
: David had tlie fweet experience, M'al. xxvii. 13. 
I As God doth plant and a&uate grace in the ibui, 1 To he is pleafed to come in with feafonable 

fupplies and reinforcemen'.s to the weak and 
| decayed graces of his people, aniwerable to 
i their prefent exigencies and prefTures : And 

thus he dotli from time to time feed the 
believer’s lamp with frefli oil, give in more 
faith, more love, more hope, and more defires ; 
and thereby lie gives power to the faint, and 
flrengthens the things which rem:.i;i, when 
ready to die. 

$ihly. Faith keeps the foul from linking under 
heavy trials, by bringing informer expeiiences 
of the power, mercy and faithfulnefs of God to 
the airlifted foul: Hereby was the Pfalmift fup- 
ported in di ft refs, Pfal.xiii.6. Pfal. Ixxxvii 4. 
O, faith faith, remember what God hath done 
both for thy outward and inward man; he hath 
not only delivered thy body when in trouble, 
but he hath done great things for thy foul; he 
hath brought thee out of a Hate of black nature, 
entered into a covenant-refa'ion with thee, and 
made his goodnefs pafs before thee; he hath 
helped thee to pray, and many times hath heard 
thy prayers and thy tears. Hath he not for- 
merly brought thee out of the horrible pit, and 
out of tlve miry clay, and put a new fong in thy 
mouth, and made thee to refolve never to give 
way to fuch unbelieving doubts and fears again? 
And how unbecoming is it for thee now to 
fink in trouble ? F 2 
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(ithly. Faith fupports the fotiJ, by giving it a 

pleafant view and profpeft of a liappy outgate 
from all trouble; when it (hall be admitted to 
fee and dwell witli Chrift hereafter. Thus was 
Job fupported in his greatefl: diftrefs, Job xix. 
25,26, 27. “ For I know that my Redeemer 
liveth; and that he fhall hand at the latter day 
upon the earth.—Whom I fliall fee for myfelf, 
and mine eyes fhall behold,” A believing 
viesv of the foul’s meeting with its Redeemer, 
and receiving a crown of glory from him at 
lafl, is an excellent fupport to a ChrUlian under 
the heavieft afllidlion ; and fo was it to Paul, 
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

7//t/y, Faith gives great fupport, by the en- 
couraging reprefentations it makes of Chrift, 
and of his prefent concern for the believer 
while under afHi&ion. As for inftance, \Jl, Faith 
reprefents Chrift to a belidver under trials, as 
fympathizing with him under his diftrefs, feel- 
ing his pain, hearing his groan?, bearing his 
burdens, and ready to relieve him in his own 
appointed time, which it well becometh him 
to wait for. 

2<#y, Faith reprefents Chrift as putting in his 
almighty arm under the believer’s head, and 
conveying invifible ftrength to fupport and hold 
him up under his greateft preffures. 

3<#y, Faith reprefents Chrift as pleading the 
affli&ed believer’s caufe with God, and anfwer- 
ing all the charges of the law, the challenges 
of confcience, and accufations of Satan againft 
him. 

4M/)/, Faith reprefents Chrift as Handing by 
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I the furnace as a* refiner where his gold is melt- 
[! ing j carefully overfeeing the trials of his peo- 
[ pie, that they may work for their good ; and 
t ready to bring them out thereof, when they are 
! fufficicntly purified from their drofs. 

$thly. Faith reprefents Chrifl as fmiling on 
his people under the crofs, whifpering peace 
into their ear, and faying, IVell done^ good and 1 faithful fervant. 
Direct.V. Labour to bear with patiencexvhat~ 

ever load of trouble the Lord appoints for you. 
E will perhaps obferve fome who are 

vv ftrangers to religion contentedly endur- 
ing very painful evils j and this they may do 
by virtue of a natural hardinefs and refolution 
which fome are endov/ed with, or upon the 
account of ar guments furnifhed by human pru- 
dence : This is only patience as a moral virtue, 
which- fomc attain to. But it is patience as a 
fpii itual grace, or a fruit of the Spirit, which 
we mufl aim at under our trials ; that we may 
bear them contentedly from divine principles, 
to divine ends. Now this grace of patience 
we mufl earneftly beg from God under heavy 
afflictions, for it is only he that mufl work it in 
us ; and therefore he is called the God of pati- 
ence, Rom.xv. y. And in order to your attain- 
ing of this grace, 1 fhall lay before you the fol- 
lowing coufrderations, which may be ufcful, 
through the Lord’s bleffing, for that end. 

iy?, Confider the patience of our Lord Jifus 
Cluift under Pufferings inexpreffibly greater than 
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yours. When it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, 
and put him to grief; how patiently did he bear 
all ! according to that remarkable word, Ifa. 
liii. 7. “ He was oppreded, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; he is brought as 
a Iamb to the daughter, and as a dieep before 
her (hearers is dumb, fo he openeth not his 
mouth.” Now, Chrifl: differed as an example 
of patience, though it was not his chief end ; 
and furely all the members of the body diould < 
(tudy to imitate the head in patience. Did your 
blcffcd Saviour patiently endure fuch agonies 
and predures of wrath for you; and, will you 
decline to undergo fome diort pains or ficknefs 
in obedience to his commands ? 

zdly, Condder God’s fovereignty over you. 
He is the great Potter, and you are his clay : and 
why may he not do with you as he pleafeth? If 
your children offend you, you fcourge them, and i 
perhaps do it Ibmetimes without reafon; yet 
how ill do you take it, when they refufe to 
fubmit ? How will you drive and fpur your 
horfes under you, and may be fometimes unrea- 
fonably ? Yet they bear all quietly, and make 
no refiftance. Shall they take blows from their 
mader ; and will not you from your Maker, that 
has far more power over you ? If any challenge 4 
you for cruelty to your children or beads, you 
take it not well, becaufc you think you may do 
what you will with your own, and no man hath 
a right to quarrel you : But, hath not God a 
greater property in you, than you in your child- 
ren or cattle ? And, will you not patiently fub- 
mit to your wife and abfolute Sovereign ? 
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^dly, Confider thy fin as the meritorious caufe 

| of all thy affli&ions, however heavy they be. 
|j If thou hafi right thoughts of thy fins, and the 
| aggravations thereof, thy mind maybe compofed 1 to a patient fubmilfion to God’s hand : If lin be 
ji heavy on thee, all thy affl'nffions will be light. 
' Luther gives this as a reafon why he flighted the 

ragex)f the pope and emperor, and all his out- 
ward troubles: They are all little to me, be- 
caufe fin is fo weighty on me. Hence it was 
that Paul complained not at all of his fuffcrings, 
for as great as they were; but he cried out 
much of his fins, Rom. vii. 24. 0 'wretched man 

\ that l am, who /hall deliver me from the body 
of "this death l .Senle of fin doth fwallow up the 
fenfe of afflittion, as the ocean doth little brooks. 
For, with whom ftiouldfi thou quarrel, but thy- 
lelf, when thou bringefi: troubles on thyfelf ? 
This confideration Ihould bring thee to refolve 
and fay with the prophet, Micah vii. 9. I will 
bear the indignation 0/ the Lord, becaufe 1 have 
finned again/t him. 

qthly, Confider, how (harp foever the pains 
are, you are called to bear, yet they fall infinite- 
ly fliort of what you have juftly deferved at 
God’s hands. It is of his infinite mercy that 
death and everlafling deflru&ion have not been 
your portion long fince; and that you are not 
now roaring under the extremity of his indig- 
nation in the bottomlefs pit, together with the 
devil and his angels. And confequently, what- 
foever falls fliort of this, is truly a great mercy ; 
and is fo far from being ground of quarrelling, 
that the greateft fufferer on this fide hell, hath 
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juft caufe to admire God’s clemency in dealing 
more favourably with him than he hath de- 
fervcd. 

5/A/y, Compare thy cafe with others that have 
been, or prefently are in diftrefs. Do not fay 
there is none fo hardly dealt with as thou art: 
for thou knoweft not the afHiiftion of others. 
Confider duly the trials of that eminent faint 
Job, in all the circumftances thereof, and fee if 
you can lay that your forrow is near fo great as 
his forrow was. Again, compare your cafe 
with that of the damned in hell, who lie and 
fry in endlefs and eafelefs flames, fo that they 
have no reft day nor night, but the fmoke of 
their torment afcends for ever: And think what 
a blefling it is, that you are yet in a ftate of 
lalvation, and not delivered over to thefe evcr- 
hifting burnings, which were the due demerits 
of your fins, and to which you might long ago 
have been juftly condemned, had it not been for 
the patience and long-fuffering of Almighty God, 
who waiteth to be gracious to guilty finners. 
When you confider thefe things, inftead of be- 
ing diflatisfied with the divine difpenfations, 
you have caufe to bids God, that matters are 
not worfe with you ; and that you are kept out 
of hell to this day, where thoufands, no more 
guilty than you, are prcfently roaring in end- 
lefs defperation. 

Unto thefe confiderations I fliall fubjoin fome 
few helps or advices, in order to the attaining 
of patience under fore troubles. 1. Labour to 
get pardon of fin and peace with God, fecured 
to thy foul, and this will enable you to bear the 
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heavieft crofs with patience. Hence it was that 
Luther cried, “ Smite. Lord, as thou wilt, 1 take 
all in good part, feeing my fins are pardoned: 
O 1 pardon of fin is the crowning bleifing, there- 
fore will I bear any thing, I will fwallow up 
quarrelling into admiring ; 1 will welcome the 
pruning knife, feeing there is no fear of the 
bloody ax to fell me down.” 

2. Labour to ree God’s hand in thy afflidlion. 
Do not, like the dog, fnarl at the flone, bnt 
look up to the hand that throws it. And furely 
a view of the hand of a holy God, may ferve 
to calm all the boifterous waves of ihy corrup- 
tion; fo did it with David, Pfal. xxxix 9. livtis 
dumb, l opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didft 
it. When he looked to the inflruments and 
fecond caufes of his affliftions, his heart waxed 
hot, and the fire of his inward paflion began to 
burn and break out ; but when he once efpied 
God’s hand and feal to the warrant for his cor- 
reftion, he became lilent, and patiently fubmit- 
ted to the divine will. 

3. Get a humble and felf-denied frame of 
fpirit, that you may have low thoughts of your- 
felves, and of all your attainments whatfom- 
ever. A proud man cannot think of fubmitting 
to the divine will, but will break before he bow. 
Hence we fee a vaft difference betwixt a proud 
Pharaoh, and an humble Eli, under the rod : 
The one fays, IVho ii the Lord, that I Jhould 
obey him f Rut the other faith, It is the Lord, 
let him do what Jcemeth him good. 

4. Get love to Jefus Chrift. Love is an en- 
during principle, 1 Cor. xiii 7, it endureth all 
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things. It makes the foul, like the kindly child, 
draw nearer to Chrift, the more it is beaten. 

5. Interpret God’s ways and dealings with 
you always in the bell fenfe. And, laflly. Be 
earndl in prayer, that God may conquer your 
rebellious will, and fubdue thole mutinous Til- 
ings of heart within you againft himfdf. 
Direct. VI. Beware of envying wicked mcny when you.fee them in health and profperity. 

'HE Piahnift, when be was chaftened every 
JL morning and in great adverfity, was liable 

to this evil, Pfal. Ixxiii. 3. I was envious at the 
foolifh, when I faw the profperity of the wicked. 
Corrupt nature doth ftrongly incline us to this 
finful difpofition, efpecially in the day of fore 
affiiftion ; for the fphit that dwelleth in usy lufleth to envy, James iv.5. But, did we rightly 
confider the fhte of wicked men, we would fee 
greater ground to pity than envy them in the 
molt profperous condition: Why? The prqfpe- 
rity of the fools fhall deflrcy them, Prov.i.32. 
It makes them forget God, and turn hardened 
and fccure in fin, which haftens their ruin. 
Who would envy a malefactor’s going up a 
high ladder, and being mounted above the reft 
of the people, when it is only for a little, and 
in order to his being turned over and hanged ? 
This is juft the cafe of wicked men, who arc 
mounted up high in profperity; for it is fo, 
enlyfthat they may be call down.deeper into 
deftrueftion. Obferve that word, Pfal. xxxvii. 
1,2. Fret not thyfelf becaufe of evil-doers, 
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neither be thou envious againft thofe that work 
iniquity: For they {hall loon be cut down like 
grafs,” &c. And that word, Pfalm xcii. 7. 
“ When the wicked fpring as the grafs, and 
when all the workers of iniquity do flourifli, it 
is that they {hall be deftroyed for ever.” It 
would be a brutilh thing to envy an ox his high 
and fweet paflure, when he is only thereby 
fitted to the day of (laughter. Who would have 
envied the beafts of old, the garland and rib- 
bons with which the heathen adorned them 
when they went to be facrificed ? Thefe external 
ornaments of health, wealth, pleafures and pre- 
ferments, wherewith wicked men are endowed, 
cannot make their hate happy, nor change their 
natures to the better. Whatever appearance 
thefe things make in the eyes of the world, they 
are but like a noifome dunghill covered with 
fcarlet, as vile and loathfomc in God's fight as 
ever. How quickly is the beauty of earthly 
things blafted ? The triumphing of the wicked is 
Jhort, Job xx. 5. They live in pleafurcs on the 
earth, for a while ; but God fets them in flip- 
pery places, from whence they foon Aide into 
perpetual pain and anguifh. They have a fliort 
time of mirth, but they (hall have an eternity 
of mourning. The longer their profperity is, 
their fins are the greater, and their fufferings 
will be more grievous. But, O believer, it is 
in mercy to thee, that God doth hedge up thy 
way with thorns, that thou mayefi: not find, thy 
paths: whilft he turns the wicked loofe, and 
iuffers them to ftray, and wander whither they 
will, to their eternal ruin. -God takes this 
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method with thee, to make you meet for an 
inheritance, and prepare you for a crown of 
glory; but he takes a contrary way with the 
wicked, to fit them for deflruftion ; Therefore 
you ought not to be fretful under his hand, but 
thankful. We read of queen Elizabeth, when 
fhe was in prifon, how fhe envied the poor milk- 
maid flie faw palling by, and would have thought 
herfelf happy to have been in her condition: but 
had that afilifled pi incefs known the glorious 
reign of forty-four years (he was foon to enter 
upon, Ihe would not have repined at the happi- 
nefs of fo mean a perfon. But, O afflifted be- 
liever, it is not a glorious reign for a fet number 
of years, that is provided for thee; it is even 
a reign with glorious Chrift thy Kedeemer for 
ever and ever: And, haft thou any ground to 
be difeontented or envious ? 
Direct. VII. Guard againji repining complaints 

and difeontented murmurings againjl the pro- 
vidence of Gody under heavy ficknefs and 
affliction, 

\T/rE fee, the murmurers and complainers 
^ ’ are clafted with thefe that walk after their 

own lulls, Jude ver. id. I know, the people of 
God are liable to murmuring and impatience | 
alfo under affliction; but there is a great diffe- 
rence betwixt them and the wicked. I’ll have 
odealion to fpeak of believers murmurings af- 
terwards, when I come to fpeak of their cafe 
in particular j'but here I lliall handle the fin of 
murmuring in general, and as it appears mainly 
in the unregencrate, under heavy ?ffli&ioii. 
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This fin of murmuring is the froth of impati- 

ence, and fcum of difcontent; it is firft cherifh- 
ed by repining thoughts, and then vented by 
unfuitable complaints and expoflulations, taxing 
the adminiftration of providence, as if God dealt 
too hardly with us. Our very thoughts are 
audible with God, yea, as loud in his ears, as 
words are in ours; but it is yet worfe, when 
repining thoughts are not crufhed, but liiffered 
to break out into words tending to the diihon- 
our of God. 

Queft- But, is it altogether unlawful to com- 
plain of affliftion, whatever be our cafe ? 

Anfw. Humble complaints are not murmur- 
ings, nor finful in themfelves} otherwife there 
would be no room for prayer, and for fpreading 
out our diflrefled cafe before the Lord. We 
find God’s children making complaints in afflic- 
tion ; but then they do not complain of God, 
but to God, with a humble enquiry into the 
caufe and meaning of his difpenfations, and lay- 
ing all the blame upon themfelves, as did Job, 
chap. x. i, 2. “ I will leave my complaint upon 
myfelf; 1 will fpeak in the bitternefs of my foul, 
I will fay unto God, do not condemn me: fhew 
me wherefore thou contendefl with me.” Thus 
the bleffed Son of God himfelf did, in his di- 
flrefs, when he cried, My God, my God, why 
hajl thou forfaken me? But there we may ob- 
ferve, he complains to God, not of God ; he 
hath not a hard word or thought of God, but 
expreffcth a holy confidence in God, My God, 
my God; he hath two words of faith for one 
word of fear, he humblv enquires into the 

G 



74 THE AFFLICTED 
caufe of the difpenfation, and defire to bring 
up his will to God, not that God fiiould bring 
down his will to him: If it be poffible, fays he, 
let this cup pafs ; however, glorify thy name, 
provide for thy own glory, and do with me 
what thou pleafefi:. In this matter our Lord 
doth fet himfelf as an example of patience to 
us, teaching us to beware of impatient murmur- 
ing and quarrelling with God’s providence in 
our affliclion ; which many times we are guilty 
of, cither when we harbour harfli thoughts of 
God’s dealings, or break forth into ralh and 
unadvifed fpeeches; when we charge God 
foolilhly, and complain either of too much fe- 
Verity', as Ezek.xviii. 2^25. or too long delay, 
as Ifa. xlix. 14. or when our complaints are 
mixed with unbelief and diftruft, as Pl’al. Ixxviii* 
ip. or when we complain more of our punilh- 
ment than we do of our fin, and nothing will 
fatisfy us but deliverance from trouble. 

Now, to deter you from thefe murmurings 
and complaints in trouble, I (hall lay before you 
the following confiderations : iyZ, They who 
deferve worfl do commonly complain and mur- 
mur molt, and are mod ready to think they are 
hardly dealt with. The unthankful Ifraelites 
were hill murmuring. Ambitious Abfalqm ivas 
difeontented. Bloody Haman, in midh of all 
his greatnefs, cries out, IVhat doth all this avail 
me f But humble Jacob faith, he was not worthy 
of the leaffc of all the mercies and truth which 
God had (hewed him. And holy Job biefles 
God, and patiently fubmits, when he took from 
him, as well as when he gave him. 
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idly. Murmuring is a fin that God takes fpe- 

cial notice of, and looks on as an injury and af- 
front done immediately againfl himfelf, Numb, 
xiv. 17. u I have heard the murmurings of the 
children of Ifrael, which they murmur againlt 
me.” He that gives ear to the groans of his 
own Spirit, doth alfo hear the grumblings of 
thine, and will reckon with thee for them. 

ji/y, It can no wife benefit or relieve us in 
diltreis. I may fay of finful complaining, (as 
Chrifi: of finful care) Which of you, by com- 
plaining, can add one cubit to his Itature : What 
eafe or relief can you get by contending with 
God ? Nay, inftead of eafing you of your bur- 
den, it will make it the heavier ; as a child, the 
more he firuggles w’ith his pa? cuts, he is the 
more beaten. i he Israelites were once within 
eleven days journey of Canaan; but by their 
murmurings they provoked God to lead them 
forty years march in the wildernefs before they 
could reach it. 

4f/z/y, Whatever be your difirei^, there is 
no juft groimd for complaints, whilft thou haft 
thy life for a prey. Remember that word of 
the affli&ed church, Lam. iii. 39. “ Wherefore 1 “ doth a living man complain, a man for the 

! “ punifhment of his fins 1” A man living, a man 
upon the earth, a man out of hell hath no caufe 
to complain, whatever be his affliction. For, 

i let him compare his fin and punifhment together, 
he will find there is no proportion: fin is a tranf- 
grefflon againfl the infinite God ; punifhment is 
but an affliction upon the finite creature : fin 
ftrikes at the very being of God; but punifli- 
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ment only at the comfort of the creature. So t 
that whatever your punifhment be, you have 
more caufe to give thanks than to complain ; 4 
and to fay with Ezra, Thou hzjl punifhed us lefs j! 
than our iniquities deferve. It might have been $ ■ 
a thoufand times worfe, if ftritt juftice had' 
been the rule: It is of the Lord’s mercies we 
are not confumed. 

5//;/y, When you murmur under ficknefs, you 
quarrel with the mdfenger of that fovereign 
God, who gave you your lives, and can take 
them again when he thinks fit; and vve know 
meflengers ought not to be maltreated or abuf- 
ed, whatever be their commiffion, and far lefs ; 

when they are fent upon a good defign. Now, 
if you confider the defign of this melfenger and 
his errand to you, inftead of fretting and quar- 
relling at his coming, you ought rather to blefs 
God that fends fuch a fuitable harbinger and 
forerunner to tell you that death is approach- 
ing, and that he vouchfafts to take fo much 
pains on you, to wean you from the world, 
and make you willing to be gone, by long con- 
tinued trouble; when he might havefeized you 
in a violent manner, and driven you away by 
main force, without ufing any means to obtain 
your confent. Have not many, who were moll 
unwilling to die, at the beginning of a licknefs, 
been brought, by the increafe and continuance 
of it, to be w'ell fatisfied to leave the world, 
and long to be with Chrin: ? And was not this 
for their advantage ? 

6thly, Conlider the great evil and linfulnels 
of impatient murmurings, complaints and quar- 
rellings under afHi&ion. 
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1. Murmuring hath in it much unbelief and 

ditirruft of God, Pfal. cvi. 24, 25. They believed 
not his wordy but murmured in their tents. 
i’hey could not believe that the wildernefs was 
!the way to Canaan, that God would provide 
&nd furnith a table for them there, and relieve 
them in all their ftraits. So it is with us in 
trouble, we quarrel with God’s providence, 
jsecaufe v/e do not believe his promiles ; we do 
not believe that this can be confiftent with love, 
or can work for good in the end. 

2. It hath in it unthankfulnefs. While we 
complain of one affliction, we overlook a thoul^ 
and mercies. The Ifraelites murmured fo for 

'What they had not, that they unthankfully for- 
got all they had. Whereas a thankful perfonr 
is fo far from fretting that God doth not give 
him every thing, that he wonders that God 
Ihould give him any thing. I am lefs Jhan the 
leaji of all thy mercies, faid Jacob. We are 
perplexed, faid Paul, but not in de/pair : we have 
God to go to, which is matter of praife. But 
the murmurer unthankfully overlooks all his 
prefent, and forgets all his former mercies; and 
J>ives not God thanks for any thing. Becaufe 
God removes his comforts, his health, flrength 
and cafe for a time; all the years he formerly 
enjoyed them, though moll undefervedly, arc 
quite buried in oblivion. 

3. It implies much pride and felf-conceit. 
lie that complains of God’s dealings, fecretly 
applauds his own defervings. Only by pride 
domes contention. When men have a conceit 
of themfelves, they pick quarrels with God’s 
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providence, being apt to think they deferve 
better treatment at his hands: Whereas the 
humble foul is fenfible he deferves nothing but 
wrath, and therefore lays his hand on his mouth 
when the Lord afflicts him. 

4. It involves men into rebellion againft.God. 
When God fh ikes men for fin, murmurs fly in 
his face, and kick againft his ftrokes, like bul- 
locks unaccuflomed to the yoke. They ki Ibme ■ 
refpeft refemble that defperate apoftate Julian, 
of whom it is written, that he fhot up his darts 
againft heaven, when he was in diftrefs. They 
fulfil that word, Prov. xix. 3. The foolijhnefs of 
man perverteth his way, and his heat t fretteth 
againjl the Lord. The repining heart boils with 
rage againft God and his difpenfations, like 
thefe wicked Jews whea hungry and hardly 
beftead, Ifa. viii. 2 1. They fhall jrct themfclves, 
and curfe their king and their Gody and look 
upward. 

5. It imports much impenitency and unhum- 
blednefs for fin ; and that we have feen little 
of the intrinfic evil of fin ; and of our ill-deferv- 
ings for it. Can we truly believe that our fins 
deferve hell-fire, and yet impatiently repine at 
ficknefs and leffer ftrokes upon our bodies ? 

6. It includes much atheifm and blafphemy 
againft God, and his infinite perft<ftions in fe- 
veral refpedts: 

(i.) By our impatient murmurfngs, wre ei- 
ther virtually deny that things here below are 
governed by God’s providence; or elfe, 

(2 ) We tax his providence with unrighte- 
cufnefs in the managements thereof; as if God 
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did withhold from us what is due, or infiidt on 
us what we have not deferved. Oh what athe- 
ifm is this ! Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right ? May he not, upon the juftefl: ground, 

. anfwer every murmur, as Matth. xx. 13. Friend^ 
1 do thee no wrong f 

(3.) We in effett grafp at the fovereignty, 
and ulurp the throne,of the mofl: high God, and 
would have the difpofal of things in our hands; 
yea, we prefume to fummon God to our bar to 
give account of his adminiftrations, when we 
take upon us to quarrel any of his difpenfations. 
Alas, we little remembered the wo that is pro- 
nounced againft fo doing, Ifa.xlv.9. “ Wo un- 
to him that ftriveth with his Maker ; fhall the 
clay fay to him that falhioneth it, What makeft 
thou ? or thy work, He hath no hands 

(4.) We on the matter take fin’s part againft; 
God ; we either juftify it, or extenuate its evil, 
and alledge, by our murmurings, that God is 
unrighteous to punifti fuch fmall fins with fuch 
heavy affiittions. 

(5.) We virtually queftion God’s power to 
reach us a greater blow, when we enter the 
lifts with God, and contend with our Maker; is 
it not in effedt to fay, we know how to reduce 
him to our terms, or make our party good 
againft; him. 

(6.) We difparage his wifdom, and take 
upon us to be his counfellors, as if we could 
inftrudl him better in the management of affairs, 
and teach him what is fit to be done with his 
creatures. Hear what the Lord faith, Job xi.2. 
“ Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty, 
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inflruft him ? He that reproveth God, let him 
anfwer it.” Murmuring is a reproving of God, 
and a charging him with ill condutf, laying, in 
effeft, with Abl'alom, “ There is none that takes 
care to order mens affairs : O that I were king 
of the world ! then Ihould things be better or- 
dered than they now are.” So blafphemous is 
the language of our impatient murmnrings.— 
Let us therefore be aftiamed of them, and abhor 
ourfelves in duff and afhes for our foolilhnefs in 
cenfuring the a&ions of the only wife God.— 
Shall a poor ignorant paflenger, that underftands 
not the ufe of the corapals, be angry that the 
fltilful pilot will not fleer the veflcl according 
to his pleafure ? 

(7.) We hereby flight and undervalue the 
riches of divine goodnefs, of which we have 
formerly fliared, and do fliil partake: Like 
foolilh and pettifli children, if they cannot have 
their will, or get fome things they want, do 
prefently throw away the things which they 
have, faying with unthankful Haman, sill this 
availeth me nothing. 

Lajlly, I might add, This fln hath fome re- 
femblance to hell itfelf; for there the damned 
do continually vex and torment themfelves with 
their fretting and impatient thoughts, which 
caufe them to break out in fearful rage and 
blafphemy againfl God. 

Qiie/l. But how fliall we prevent fuch dif- 
contented murmurings r for fometimes trouble 
is fo great, we cannot bear it patiently. 

Anfiv. God hath given you reafon, to bear 
rule over paflion, and furnifhed you with flrong 
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i arguments to prevail againfl difcontents. Why 
then (houkl you be fo brutifli as to dethrone 
reafon, and fuffer fenfe and paffion to govern 
in you ? Are you not Chriftians, and fworn to 
live according to the rules of that excellent re- 
ligion ? Why then do you a£t fo contrary to 
your profeflion and engagements ? 

Befides what I have already laid, I (hall add 
fume few remedies more for the cure of this 
murmuring diltemper. 

i/, Look on thy murmurings as worfe than 
all thy pains and troubles whatfoever; thofe 
are but afflictions from God, but thefe are fins 
grievous and provoking unto God. 

idly. Remember the judgments which mur- 
nluring hath brought down from heaven upon 
flnners. Miriam was fmitten with leprofy for 
it; Dathan and Abiram were fwallowed up 
alive : fiery ferpents, plagues, and exclufion 
from Canaan, were Ifrael’s judgments for this 
fin, t Cor. x. io. “ Neither murmur ye, as fome 
of them murmured, and were deltroyed of the 

j defixoyer.” The arrows which murmurers 
Ihoot againft heaven, do foon return upon their 

! own heads. 
* Whatever thy fufferings are for the 

prefent, yet fiill believe thy cafe might be worfe. 
The troubles that light upon the body are no- 
thing fo terrible as thefe that light on the foul, 
Prov.xviii. 14. A wounded fpirit who can bear? 
They are nothing to what thy innocent Saviour 
fuffered upon the crofs, yea nothing to what 
fome martyrs have endured for the truths of 
the gofpel. 
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j\thly. Get very low thoughts of yourfelf, and 

a deep fenfe of ill-defervings for fin. O 1 fliould ' 
a fire-brand of hell murmur for temporal af- -1 
fli&ions ? 

jM/y, Be fiill examining thyfelf, rather than 
cenfuring God. Doth God feem to negleft thee, 
fay alas, it is moft juft! Have not I neglcfted 
him, and given a deaf ear to his calls many 
a day ? 

(ithly. Bear in mind that thefe troubles will 
not laft, there is a great change near; either 
they will iflue in life or death. If life, you will 
be afiiamed you had no more patience when , 
fick ; if death, then, if you belong to Chrift, it 
will give a finifhing ftroke to all troubles and 
complaints, and heaven will make amends for 
all. But if you be not in Chrift, whatever your 
affliiftions be now, troubles a thoufand times 
worfe are abiding you in another world : death 
will turn thy crofles into pure unmixed curfes; 
and then, how gladly vvouldeft thou return to 
thy former afft'ufted ftate, and purchafe it at any 
rate; were there any poflibiiity of fuch a return ? 
You now fly out in a palfion, and fay, you are 
not able to bear what you complain of: But 
confider, if you will not obediently bear God’s 
rods now, you will then bear more, whether 
you will or not; and God will make you able 
to bear more, when there will never be any 
hopes of relief. 

Tthly, Study to give vent to thy furrows in a 
way of prayer and praife. An oven flopped is 
the more hot within ; but the breath of prayer 
or praife gives eafe. If we did complain more 
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to God, we Ihoalcl complain lefs of God. What 
a mercy is it, that you have Hill God to go to ? 
improve the privilege, confefs unworthinefs, 
and beg the grace of patience and fubmiflion out 
of ChrifPs full treafures. Be alfo praifing God 
for mercies received; and however bad thy 
cafe is, blefs God it is not in hell, you are in the 
land of hope. 

C H A P. HI. 
Containing fpecial Directions to the Children of 
God, -when under Sicknefs or any other sHJfliflion, 

Direct. I. Let believers efpeciallyguardagainjl 
fainting or dtjponding under God’s ojfiifling 
hand. „ 

rT"'HIS is an exhortation which God in a pe- 
culiar manner dire&s unto his children, 

Heb. xii y. My fon, defpije not thou the chaflen- 
ing of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. There are two extremes mentioned, 
delpifing and fainting; I fpoke of the firft be- 
fore, in Chap. II. Direft. 11. It is a duty to feel 
our affliction, but a fin to faint under it. God’s 
people may be faid to faint under their trials, 
when they fink, or defpond, or give way to 
fretting or repining under them. In the pre- 
ceding Direction, 1 fpoke of the evil of mur- 
muring in general; here I fflallfpeak of belie- 
vers faintings in particular. 

i. I (hall enquire whence their fainting under 
affliction doth proceed* 
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2. Bring Tome arguments and helps againft 

this evil. 
I. As to the fii ft, Whence thefc faintings in 

believers do proceed. iy?,Theyproceed from the 
g'rievoufuefs of their afflidtion, and the heavinefs 
of their burden, which is ready to amaze and 
flagger their thoughts, and fink their fpirits 
with fear and defpondency. Hence did the 
Pfalmifl complain, Pfalm lx. 3. 4i Thou hafl 
(hewed thy people hard things: thou haft made 
us to drink the wine of aftonilhment.” And 
Pfalm Ixix. 2. u I fink in deep mire, where 
there is no (landing; I am come into deep 
waters, where the floods overflow me.’, 

2<#)>, From the fmallnefs of their fpiritual 
ftrength, and particularly the weaknefs of their 
faith, Prov.xxiv. 10. If thou faint in the dayof 
adverfity, thy Jirength is fmall. Whence was 
it that Peter fainted and began to fink in the 
waters, but from the weaknefs of his faith, 
Matth, xiv. 30, 31. We know not our ftrength 
till it be tried. Sometimes we have fuch a 
conceit of it, that we think, like Peter, we can 
walk upon a fea of trouble: but in a little, be- 
hold, fomc furprifing blaft affaults our confi- 
dence: and then we faint, or cry out with 
him, Help, Lord, or elfe we peri/Ji. Peter 
reckoned only upon the fea, but he did not think 
of the boifterous wind ; and he looked to 
dangers, more than to the power that was to 
carry him through them. 

“^dly. From their impatience of delay, when 
deliverance is long a-coming, it is not eafy to 
wait God’s leifure, and to keep the heart from 
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defperate conclufions, Pfalm xxxi. 22. *‘1 Paid 
in my hafte, lam cut off from before thine eyes.” 

/\thly. From the power of Satan’s tempta- 
tions, and furious aflaults. When Satan is fet 
loofe in time of affliction to throw in his fiery 
darts, the believer is ready to faint, and fay, as 
Pfal. Ixxvii. 8. “ Is his mercy clean gone for 
ever 

$thly, For their wearifome conflicts with a 
body of death and an ill heart. Thefe in time 
of affliction do add affliction to the afflicted. 

6M/y, From long and great defertions. 
When God hides his face from the believer in 
affliction, his foul faints under it, as in Ifa. 
xliv. 14. “ Zion hath Paid, the Lord hath for- 
faken me, my God hath forgotten me.” 

Tthlyy From the confcience of their guilt, and 
ill dcfcrvings before God, upon the, account of 
old fins, abufe of mercies, and untender walk- 
ing before God. Affliction doth revive old fins, 
as with Job, Job xiii. 26. “ Thou writefl bit- 

: ter things againfl: me, and makeft me to poffefs 
the fins of my youth.” His old fins, and guilt 
of his youthful follies, now revived upon him, 
and fat clofs to his confcience ; which occafion- 
ed his fainting under his burden. 

Laftly, Great afflictions do frequently cloud 
the believer’s graces and evidences for heaven, 
and difcover their corruptions ; whereby thev 
are made to fink under their trial. They fee 
more unbelief, impatience, diftrufl: and enmity 
to God in them, than they faw before : Where- 
by they are fometimes tempted to raze the 
foundation, and fay all their former attainments 
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were but deluflons, and their profefiions but 
hypocrify, Thefe things make afflidions fome- 
times very heavy and finking to the people of 
God. 

II. In the next place, for preventing and 
helping this evil of fainting under afflidion j 
let believers confider, 

17?, Thefe heavy trials are all.needful for 
you. Deep waters are not more needful to carry 
a fliip into the haven, than great affliftions are to 
carry the veffels of our fouls into the port of 
blifs. Strong wind and thunder are fright* 
ful, but they are neceffary to purge the air. 
One of the fharpeft calamities that ever befel 
Ifrael, was the Babylonifh captivity, yet even 
this was in mercy to them ; for the Lord faith, 
Jer. xxiv. 5. “ I have fent them out of 
this place into the land of the Chaldeans for 
their good.,, Strange ! Of freemen to be 
made prifoners, and that in a firange land a- 
mong the heathen ; to be removed far from 
their own houfes, vineyards, friends, nay, and 
from the temple of God and his ordinances ; 
and yet all this for their good! why? they 
were hereby effe&ually weaned and broke off 
from their darling fin of idolatry. 

2i5?/g, Confider, that your affliftion. however 
heavy it be, will foon have an end ; Ifa. Ivii 16. 
“ For I will not contend for ever, neither will 
Ibealwayes wroth; for the fpirit fhould fail 
before me, and the fouls which 1 have made.” 
The goldfmith will not let his gold lie any 
longer in the furnace than it is purified. The 
wicked have a fea of wrath to drink : but, Q 
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k drooping believer, take comfort; you have but 
c a cup of afflicfiion, which will foon be exhauflcd. 
i The time is near when all thy trials fhall have 
i; an end : In heaven there is na crol's, no cpm- 
ji plaint, no tears nor forrows for ev'er. 1 ^dly. Faint not, O child of God ; for thefe 

affliftions are all tlfe hell which thou lhalt have; 
thou haft nothing to fear hereafter. Judas 
had two hells, one in time, by terror in 
his confcience, another after this life, which 
endures to eternity : but all the hell that a be- 
liever hath is but this light affliction, which is 
but for a moment. 

4-'///y, Defponding or murmuring in affliction 
is evil in any, but in none it is lb bad as in the 
children of God. It doth very ill become their 
covenants, their privileges, their hopes. Have 
they religncd and given up themfelves and alb 
they have to God, by a folemn covenant, and 
will they fret when he difpofeth of them ? Didft 
thou not fay, O believer, in the day when fbv 
heait was ftung with fin, and the terrors of God 
made thee afraid, O let me have Jefus Chrift 
for my Saviour and portion, and I will bo 
content, though 1 Ihould be ftricken with boils 
like Job, or beg my bread with Lazarus ? Now, 
God tries thee if thou wilt Hand to thy word : 
O beware of retraCting. Hath not that foul 
enough, who hath an all-fufficient God for his 
portion ? If God be thine in covenant, that 
comprehends all things. 

Sthly, It doth difeompofe and unfit the foul 
for any duty. It is ill lading in a ftorm, fo it is 
ill praying when the heart is m a ftorm of dif- 
quiet and delpondency ^ 
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6//i/y, Your fainting under affliction, and 

carrying as if the confolations of God were 
fmall, is enough to (tumble others at religion, 
and make them call the truth of it in queftion. 
When they fee thofe that profefs religion, and 
have oft declared that their rejoicing is in Chrift 
Jefus as their portion, begin to fink and defpond 
under outward affliction : O may they not be 
tempted to fay, “ Where is the truth of re- 
ligion ? Where are thefe divine fupports and_ 
confolations we have often heard of 

Lajtly, O then feek to get faith revived, and ^ 
fixenghtened, and refolve with Job to trufl in * 
God, .though he fhould (lay you. This would * 
be of noble ufe to keep the heart from finking 
under prefiures of affliction, as the Pfahnjlt 
found ittohisfweet experience,Pfalm xxvii.13* 

I had fainted unlefs l had believed to fee the 
goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living.’* 

1(1. ! come to anfwer fome objections or ex- 
cufcs of fainting believers, which they do com- 
monly alledge as the ground of their difeour- 
agement in their afflictions. 

Object. I. “ O (faith one) my afflictions are 
not ordinary ; they are fore prcffurcs I lie un- 
der, and of various kinds too.” 

jlnfu). 1. O believer, God hath taken the 
ordering of your lot in his own hand, and he 
knows what is fitted for you. Should a man be 
left to carve out his own portion, it would foon 
appear he would be his own greated enemy. 
We would all be for the dainties of pleafure 
and profperity, winch would not be for our 
foul’s health j as children think green fruit the 
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beft diet,becaufe they pleafe their tafte; but their 
parents are wifer to keep them from them. 

zdly, God may fee you have many and th ong 
lults to be fubdued, and that you need many and 

1 fore afflictions to bring you down. Your pride 
and obftinacy of heart may be ftrong, your dif- ! tempers deeply rooted, and therefore the phyfic 
mutt be proportioned to them ; as with the 
Ifraelites, Pfil.cvii. il, 12. u Becaufe they re- 
belled againft the words of God, and contemned 

•the counfels of the Moll High : therefore he 
' brought down their heart with labour'.,, O be- 

liever, your God and Father, that hath the mix- 
ing of your cup and portion, is a wife and fkil- 
ful phyfician, who knows your ccnflitution and 
your need, 1 Pet. i. 6. u If need be you are in 
heavinefs through manifold temptations.” And 
as he knows your need, fo he underflands your 
ftrength, 1 Cor. x. 13. Faithful is he, that vjM 

■ not fujfer you to be tempted abov-e what you-- 
' are able ” 

%dly, God fends great and fore troubles, that 
you may have the more experience of God’s 
jvildom and mercy in your fupport and deli- 
verance : Pfalm Ixxii. 20. “ Thou which haft 
(hewed me great and fore troubles, (hall quick- 
en and bring me up again from the depths of 
the earth.” 

Object' II. “ But (faith another) my afflicti- 
on is Angular 5 there was never any in my 
condition.” 

Anfw\\Jl. It is very ordinary for every man 
in great diilrefs to reckon his cafe fingubr, be-. 
caufe he feels beft what is neareft himfclf, bun. 

U 3 
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is a ftranger to what his neighbour feels. 

zdly. This fugjieftion is one of Satan's de- 
vices, that he may tempt a child of God to 
queftion his Father’s love ; but he is a liar, 
and not to be credited in what he faith : For 
others of your brethern have been afRi&ed in 
the fame kind aud degree, if not worfe, i Pet. 
v. 9. <c Knowing that the fame affliftions are 
accompliflied in your brethren that are in the 
world.” 

Whatever your cafe be, you mull own 
your fufferings are not fo great as your fins. 
The trials of God’s people in Babylon were 
lingular ; yet Ezra owns, Ezra ix. 13. Thou 
haft punijhed us lefts than our iniquities dejerve. 
If our provoked Judge fliall in his clemency 
fend us to Babylon inftead of hell, we have no 
caufe to complain. 

/\thly But, O child of God, however thou 
complaineft of the fingularity of affliftion now, 
all fuch complaints will be taken out of thy 
mouth ere long, and that time is near when 
thou lhait be made to wonder at the wifdom 
of God in guiding fo many fons and daughters 
to glory, through fuch a variety of Trials, Ex- 
ercjftesi Slffli(lions and Temptations ; and made 
to fay as thefe in Mark vii. 37* He done 
all things 'luell. 

Objecl. II. “ But, faith one, my Effliftion is 
long continued, and 1 fee no outgate ; and how 
can I but faint under it?” 

Anjiu: \ftts It is not fo long as your fins de- 
ferve; for in juftice it might be for ever, it 
might be, the luorm that ntver dicth^ and the 
lire that is never quenched, 
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idfyy Your fufftrings on earth is not fo long 

as your reward in heaven, Rom. viii. 18. “ For 
1 reckon that the fufferings of the preleot time, 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which fhall be revealed in us.” 

3<#y, No length or continuance of affii&ion 
here ftiould hinder a believer’s comfort, if we 
take a view of our head and pattern Jefus 
Chrift. How long did his afflictions continue ! 
No end was put to them, til] he cried with a 
loud voice, and gave up the ghoft. Though 
he was the Son of God, yet from the hour of 
his birth to the moment of his death, from his 
manger to his crofs, his afflictions (till encreafed, 
and he ended his days in the midft of them. 
Now, Chrift is the head of the church, and 
your great reprefentative, O believers, into a 
conformity with whom you are predeftinated : 
be content then to be like your head and pat- 
tern, to have no cafe or rclt from afflictions till 
you lie down in the grave; it is “ there the 
wicked ceafe from troubling, and there the 
weary be at reft,” Job iii. 17. 

/\tlily. Remember that your afflictions are a 
part of Chrilt’s crofs, which your loving Re- 
deemer hath contrived for your good, and hath 
appointed you to take up and bear with him. 
Now love to Chrift fhould keep you from wea- 
rying to bear off a part of Chrilt’s crofs, efpe- 
cially when he himfelf bears the heavieft end of 
it, nay, bears you and your crofs both. It is 
faid of Jtcob, Gen. xxix. 20. that “ he ferved 
feven years for Rachel, and they feemed to him 
but a few days, for the love he had to her,” 
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And, fhall we not endure a few years affliftion 
for our Lord Jefus Chrift, who lived a life of 
forrows, and died a curled death for our fakes? 
Had we more love to Chrift, his crofs would 
not be fo tedious to us. 

y/A/y, Should it not be good news to thee, 
that there is a deliverance for thee at death from 
all thy troubles, and that this time is hallening 
and very near ? Be not anxious for an outgate 
here in time, for that favours too much of un- 
belief and love to the world. Doth it not 
feem to fay, that you would be better content 
to be turned back-again to the ftormy tumul- 
tuous fea of this world, than to be fafely land- 
ed at your reft above ? That you would be 
gladder of a few temporal mercies on earth, 
than to enter upon your eternal inheritance 
with Chrift. ? 

Objett. IV. “ No wonder (faith one) that I 
faintunder my affti&ion, for I want thefe confo- 
lations and fupports which God ufeth to referve 
for afflidted faints.” 

slnjw.ijt. If God beprefently chafteningyou 
for your lins, you mull be content to feel the 
bitternefs of fin, before you can tafte of the 
fvveetnefs of God’s eonfolations. 

2^/y, Can you fay that your afflictions have 
duly humbled you, and fitted you for comfort ? 
Have they yet brought you to a willingnefs 
to quit and renounce all your beloved fins, 
and even to part with all your earthly enjoy- 
ments and comforts at God’s call, and be con- 
tent with God in Chrift alone for your happi- 
nefs and portion? If this be not done, your af- 
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fli&ions have not had their due effect, to pre- 
pare you for comfort, and till then you cannot 
expeftit. You are in the hands of a wife and 
Ikilful phyfician, who will not too haftily heal 
and bind up your fores, fo as to let them fpoil 
and fefter at the bottom. 

3^/j/, Though you have no fenfible confola- 
tions from God in your prefent trials, yet you 
mull hill labour to keep in the way of duty, 
and live by faith on his promifes. Believe 
firmly that God is good to them that love him, 
and that theie is forgivenefs with him to the 
penitent finner. And if all flars withdraw 

|j their light whilft you are in God’s way, then 
j allure yourfelf the fun is near the arifing. 

ObjeCl. V. “ But my affli&ion is fuch, that 
1 it dilables me from duty, and makes me ufelefs 

and unprofitable; and this makes me faint un- 
der my burden.” 

Anjhu. \ft. God fends afflictions never to 
unfit, but to quicken you for the performance 
of duty j to make you repent more thoroughly, 
pray more fervently, flee to Chrilt more ear- 
neftly, and mind heaven more intenfely. 

arf/y, If it be your duty to others that your 
affli&ion incapacitates you for, then remember, 
if God in his providence difable you for that, 
it is no longer a duty incumbent on you, and 
you muft not grudge if God take you off, and 
put others in your room. God is a free and 
fbvereign agent, and will be tied to no mean 
or inftrument whatlbmever for carrying on his 
work. 
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Di R ect. II. Let all the children of Cod be ex- ' 

ernplary in patience and fubmiffion to God un- 
der their affliction. 

I Treated of patience, and gave fome motives 
and helps to it, to all aftikfed perfons in gene- j 

ral, Chap. II. Diie&. V. But here I fliall bring 
forne fpecial argument to Chriftian patience , 
and fubmiflion proper for believers. You that i 
God hath done fo much for beyond others, j 
ought to fhine in this grace of patience, and be 
examples to others for it, when God chaftens 
you, though with very fore afflidion. 

}//, Sudy patience under affliction : for it is 
the common path and beaten road to heaven, | 
that all the faints have trode, who have gone 
thither before you. Behold the print of the 
fool-fleps of all the cloud of vvitndles in this 
road : and would ye be lingular, and chule a 
way of your own ? When God folemnly re- 
newed his covenant with Abraham, and he had 
prepared the facrifice, whereby it was to be ra- 
tified and confirmed, God made a fmoking i 
furnace to pafs betwixt the pieces of the | 
facrifice, Gen. xv. 17. to let him know that j 
there was a furnace of affliction attending the | 
covenant of grace and peace, and all that enter- 
ed thereto. God has appointed that all the 
hones of this fpiritual and heavenly building | 
fhall be hewed and polifiicd by affliction heres 
and vve are not to think that God’s ordinary way 
will be changed for us. We muft not think to 
walk on rofes, when fo many worthies have 
marched through briers and thorns to heaven, j 
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idly, Confider, that the greateft: affli&ions 

. you meet with are confiftent with the love of 
God, nay fpring from his love to you. Every 
fan£iified rod is a gift and royal donation fent 

jl by the hand of God to you, Phil. i. 29. l* To 
jj you it is given, in behalf of Chrift, not only to 
I believe on him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake.” 
I| Now Purely, if we looked on the crofs as a 
| gift, an honour, an advantage, and bldling, we 
H would bear it patiently, Pfalm xciv. 12. “ Blef- 

fed is the man whom thou chaftneft, O Lord.” 
| O believer, thy temporal crofs comes from the 
li fame love that thy eternal crown comes from, 
I according to Rev. iii. 19, 21. Men will not 
I take pains to correct ftubborn fervants, but 1 will turn them out of doors; but love conftrains 

them tochaflife their fons. God out of hatred 
lets many a (inner go unpuniflied in this world : 
for, why fhould he prune or drels the tree 
which he intends for the fire : the malefaftor 
efcapes fcourging that is condemned to the gal- 
lows, Job xxi. 3. “The wicked is referved to 
the day of deftru&ion ; they {hall be brought 
forth to the day of wrath.” But it is far o- 
therwife with the childern of God. That is a 1 flrange word which Job hath, Job vii. 17, 18. 

i “ What is man that thou fhouldeft magnify 
him ; and that thou fhouldefi: let thine heart 
upon him : And that thou fiiouldeft viflt him 
every morning, and try him every moment ?” 
Now, if we compare this place with others in 
the context, we will fee how he acknowledgeth 
that the moft overwhelming diftrefs proceeds 
from the love and care of God, yea, from 
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his fixing his heart on him, to magnify him, and 
do him good ; and that for this end he doth 
chaften him every morning, and try him every 
moment ; and that with fuch affli&ions as for 
the prefent are fo far from being joyous, 
as that they give the foul no reft, but even 
make the man weary of his life j as he expref- 
feth what effedls his aftTuftion had on himfelf. 
Yea, it may be obferved in the providence of 
God from the foundation of the world, that 
thofe who have had moft affli&ions have had 
moft grace, and the moft eminent teftimonies 
of acceptance with God : Jefus Chrift the Son 
of God, had the moft afflictions of any ; and 
yet the Father always loved him, and was well 
pleafed with him. 

3^/y, Confider the bright examples of pa- 
tience which God fcts before you in his word. 
Befides that of his dear Son, the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, of which I fpoke before ; confider the 
patience of Job, when he was ftript of all earthly 
comforts, and laid under the greateft afflictions, 
yet he calmly falls down and worlhips God, 
Job i. 21. and faid, “ Naked camel out of my 
mother’s womb, and naked (hall I return : The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blel- 
fed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job 
finned not, nor charged God foolifhly.” Con- 
fider the patience of David when he was driven 
from his throne, from his houfe, and from 
God’s fanCtuary, and all this by his own fon : 
yet how fubmifflve is he to God ? 2 Sam. xv. 
26. “ Behold, here I am, let him do to me as 
feemeth good to him.” And when Shimei cur- 



MAN’S COMPANION. 97 
ifcd him, and threw {tones at him, he patiently 

bore it, and would fuffer no harm to be done 
jl him for it,faying, as in zSam.xvi.i I. “ Let him 
u alone, and let him curfe, for the Lord hath bid- 
p en him.” Conlider the patience of holy Eli 
y when, tho’ he heard fuch news as like a Hidden 
jit clap of thunder made the ears of fuch as heard 
■ it to tingle, and their hearts to tremble, yet he 
Ji calmly and quietly fubmitted to it, I Sam. iii. 
< 18. “ It is the Lord, let him do what feemeth 
$ him good.” He doth not fly in God’s face in a 
| pallion, but falls down at his feet in a humble 
i lubmilfion. Obferve alfb the wonderful pati- 

ence of Aaron, when God alfli&ed him very fore 
jl he is filent and fubmiflive under the Lord’s hand. 
I Lev. x. 3. sfnd Aaron held his peace. If 
r we confider the greatnefs of the punilhment, 
| we vvill lee the more caufe to commend the 
J greatnefs of his patience, 1. Aaron loft; his chil- 
> dren; not his eftate or worldly fubftance, but 

his children, thefe are a part of a man’s bowelsj 
other earthly lolfes are not comparable to this; 
therefore it was that Satan that cunning enemy 
referved the lofs of Job’s children to the laft on- 
fet, as his great mafter-piecc and fharpeft attack, 

, How fadly did Rachel lament and weep for her 
' children i Matth. ii. 18. Aaron held his peace, 

i ,2 Aaron loft his two fons at once. How path- 
1 etically did David bewail the lofs of one fon, 
! 2 Sam. xviii. 33 ‘t O my fon Abfalom, my Ion, 
I my fon,” &c. yet Aaron loft both his fons to- 

gether, and faith not one word ; He held his 
i peace.—3 Aaron loft them by a Hidden death, 

of which he had no warning: Sicknefs ufually 
1 
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prepares men for the flroke that is coming by 
death; but Aaron met with a iurprifing blow, 
yet he held his peace.—4. Aaron’s Tons were not 
taken away by an ordinary ftroke ofGod’s hand, 
but by an extraordinary fupernatural rod ; for 
it is faid, “ There went out fire from the Lord, ' 
and devoured them, and they died before the ; 
Lord,” Lev. x. 2. He loft them in fuch a man- 
ner as might fpeak forth God’s anger ; now, { a religious father had rather lofs all his children s 
in the favour of God, than one child in his an- j 
ger ; yet, whatever were the bitter ingredients 
of this cup, Aaron was not impatient againft God 
that mixed it for him, but held his peace, be- 
caufe God did it. 

4^/y, To engage you to patience under your ! 
trials do but compare your cafe with that of 
others. Do not fay, there is none afflided as 
you are ; for there are many far deeper plung- 
ed in the waters of Mara than you are ; fome 
are ftill upon the rack, and fpend their whole 
days and years in continual fighting and ftrug- 
gling ; as in Pfal. xxxi. 10. “ My life is fpent 
with grief, and my years with fighing.” Have 
you fore diftrels in your bodies ? others have 
grievous wounds in their fouls. Do you bear 
the Wrath of man ? others bear the wrath of 
God. You have but one fingle trial, others 
have many twifted together. .’Some are ftript 
of all comforts, you have comfort ftill remain- 
ing. You may have many fad things in your 
trial, but you have not ground as yet to com- 
plain as the Pfaltnift doth. Pial. xlii 7 u All thy 
waves and thy billows aie gone over me.” 
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P Take a view of what the Son of God, what the 
l apoftlcs, and what the martyrs and other wor- 
i thies have entlured. They had trial of cruel 
I mockings, fcourgings, bonds and imprilbn- 
i ments : they wandered in defarts, in mountains, 
t and in dens and caves of the earth, being defti- 
j tute, aifli&ed, tormented. 1'hey were tempted, 
( they were crucified, ftoned to death, fawn af- 
j funder, flain with the (word, Crr. And yet, 

how well did they take with the crofs ? faith 
Paul, “ We glory in tribulation," Rom. v. 2. 
And what faith James ? James i. 2. “ My breth- 
ren, count all (hall joy when ye fall into divers 

- temptations." As if he had faid, Rejoice aye 
more and more that you are afflitted : God is 
magnifying you, he is vifiting you, doing you 
good, taking the more pains on you, and fitting 
you for glory. 

yM/y, The confideration of God’s former 
mercies and kindneffes to you fhould engage you 
to patience in trouble, and make you blufh to 
take any thing ill out of God’s hand. Thus 
Job taught his impatient w ife, Job ii. 10. 41 What ? (hall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and (hall we not receive evil O beliver, 
let not thy afflictions caufc thee to bury thy 
mercies in oblivion. Has not God brought 
thee from Satan’s family, and put you among 
his children ; and will you forget to undervalue 
that hour ? Hath he ftruck off thy fetters, taken 
off thy prifon-garments, and fet you at liber- 
ty; and, will you be unthankful? Hath he 
given thee Chriff for thy treafure and portion, 
and entitled you to his unfearchable riches j 

1 2 
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and, will you be difcontented ? hath he given 
you the graces of his Spirit, which are more 
precious than rubies ; and,-will you quarrel 
when he fmites in ibme outward things ? hath 
lie made you an heir of glory, and provided 
eternal manfions above for you ; and will you 
be fretful for want of fome trifles here ? The 
view Mofes had of the recompence of reward 
in heaven, cauied him chufe to liiffcr affli&ion 
patiently with the people of God. 

6lhiy, The time of affliction is ufually God’s 
gracious tryfting feafon with his people, in 
the time of their rareft comforts and I'weetell 
for eta lies of heaven, according to 2 Cor.i. 5. 
Paul and Silas did never fing more joyfully than 
when they were laid in the inner prifon, with 
their backs torn with fcourges,-and their feet 
fafl in the flocks, ACts xvi. 24. And when was 
it that Jacob faw the angels of God afeending 
and defeending upon the ladder that reached 
betwixt heaven and earth, but at the time when 
he was in a deflitute cafe, forced to lie in the 
open field having no canopy but the heavens, 
and no pillow but a Hone ? When was it that 
the three children law Chrift in the likenefs of 
the Son of man walking with them, but when 
they were in the furnace, and when it was hot- 
ter than ordinary ? When was it that Ezekiel 
had a vifion of God, but when fitting foliatry by 
the river Chebar in the land of his captivity ? 
When was it that John got a glorious vifion of 
Chrift, but when he was an exile in the ille of 
Patmos ? And, when was it that Stephen faw 
the heavens opened, and Chrift Handing at the 
right hand of God pleading for him, but when 
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I they were ftoning and bruifing him to death ? 

So that the moil; remarkable experiences of 
God’s kindncfs, that believers get in this world, 
have been tryfted to the time of affliction: 
the confideiation whereof Ihould move every 
Chriflian to wait on the Lord, and bear his 
crofs with patience. 

Tthly, When you are helped to chriftian pa- 
tience and fubmiflion under God’s hand, it doth 
contribute much to the credit of religion, and 
to the conviction of the world, that there is a 
certain reality in the truths of the gofpel, and a 
great efficacy in the grace of God, which bears 
you up, and carries you through, beyoned the 
ftrength of nature. 

Lajily^ O believer, bear up with patience 
under the crofs, for thou halt not long to bear it. 
God’s wrath on the church abideth but for a mo- 
ment, yea, a little moment, Ifa.xxvi.20.“Come, 
my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
flint thy doors about thee, hide thyfelf as it 
were for a little moment, until the indignation 
be overpaft.” Surely a moment, a little mo- 
ment, which is the fmallcft part of time, will 
foon be over; and wilt thou not have patience for 
a moment ? The Pfalmift fupported himfelf with 
this confideration, Pfalmciii. 9. “ He will not 
always chide, neither will he keep his anger for 
ever.” The time of indignation will foon be 
over-pafl, and the time of confolation will 1'uc- 
ceed. Obeliever,the end of all thy trials is near; 
think on it, and look for it. Is it bodily pain 
or ficknefs that is thy affliction ? then confider, 
the end of it will be either life or death} if 



102 THE AFFLICTED 
death, then what thou fufterefl is the lafl: burnt, 
bear it patiently. Thefe enemies you now Tec, 
you will fee them again no more In the man- 
lions above there is no pain nor crying: the 
inhabitants there (hall never fay they are Tick; 
and one hour with them will make thee forget 
all thy momentary affli&ions. If the ifllie Ihall 
be life, you will be afhamed, when well, that 
you had no more patience whilft fick. 

1 dial! clofe this direction with the words of 
the apoftle James, James v. 10. “Take, my 
brethren, the prophets, who have fpoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example of fuffering 
afBiftion, and of patience. Behold, we count 
them happy which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have feen the end of 
of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful, and 
of tender mercy.” 
Direct. III. Let believers be much employed 

in the praijes of God, 'while they are under 
afjlitlion^ by Jicknefs or otherwije. 

S we fhould blcfs the Lord at all times, 
jfX and keep up good thoughts of God on 
every occalion ; fq elpecially in the time of 
affhefon. Hence we are commanded to glori- 
fy the Lord in the fires, Ifa. xxiv. 15. And 
this the three children did, in the hotteft furn- 
ace. So Job bleffed God when he had taken 
away his greateft comforts. Job i 21. 1 nd 
this is agreeable to that command, 1 Fluff, v. 
18. “ In every thing give thanks.” I grant in- 
deed we cannot give thanks for alili&ion as af- 
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fli&ion, but cither as it is the means of fomc 
good to us, or as the gracious hand of God 
is fome way remarkable therein towards us» 
In this refpeft, there is no condition on this 
fide of hull, but we have caufe to praii'c God 
in, even in the greatcfi: calamities. Hence it 
was that David, when he fpeuks of his ufilicti- 
on, Plal. cxix 67. adds prpfently, ‘-Thou art 
good and doll: good.” And he declares, ver. 65* 
“ Thou haft dealt well with thy fervan£, 
“ O Lord, according unto thy word.” Hence 
Paul and Silas praifed God when they were 
feourged and imprisoned. 

Well then, O believer, obey the command 
of thy God, and imitate his worthies, by praifi- 
ing God under thy aifli&ion. 1. This practice 
would be very pleafant and acceptable to God; 
for as mufic is fweeteft on the waters, lb p» aife 
is moft agreeable to God from an aftii<fted foul 
on €he waters of trouble. It is a fign of a noble 
and generous fpirit, to fing the prailes of God’s 
goodnefs, while his hand is r.fflidhing us. Did refs 
and danger will make the witkedeft to pray ; 
but it is a principle of love and gratitude that 
makes the foul to praiie. 2. It would biing 
credit to religion, to fee faints thankful and 
praifirtg God under the crofs : it would make 
people fay, furtly they find fweetnefs in God 
and his ways, that we fee not; they have meat 
to eat that the world knows not of. And this 
would invite ftrangers to come and try a religi- 
ous life. L’he joyful praifes of the martyers 
at the flakes and in the flames, made people 
go home with love to religion in their hearts. 



104 THE AFFLICTED 
3. If the iflue of your affliftion fhould be death, 
this employment of praife would be a fweet 
preparative to fit and difpofe you for the work 
of heaven. Ufeyourfeif much to this heavenly 
life, and be oft trying to fingthe fong of Moles 
and the Lamb in time of ficknels and trouble j 
and this would fweeten the thoughts of death, 
and make you incline to be there, where praife 
is their conftant work. 

£htefi. What fhould be the fubjeft of a belie- 
ver’s thankfgiving and praife under affliftion ? 

u4nf 'w He hath manifold grounds of praife ; 
as 1//, Upon the account of God’s mercies to 
him through the bypaft part of his life. His 
mercies to thee, O believer, cannot be numb- 
ered ; compare thy mercies with thy croffes, 
and thou wilt foon fee thy receivings are far 
greater than thy fufferings Thou haft had 
many days of plenty for one day of fcarcity, many 
days of liberty for one day of (traits, many 
days of health for one day of ficknefs. And 
are not thefc to be remembered with praife ? 

^dly, And more particularly, in thy greatcfl 
affli£iion, thou haft ground to praife God, O 
believer, thou waftborn in aland oflight, where 
thou hadft the means of converfion to God, 
and acquaintance with Jefus Chrift ; and efpe- 
cially, that God of his free grace made thefe 
means effe«ftual to work a faving change on you^ 
when others were palled by. Is not this matter 
of praife, that he opened your eyes, humbled 
your foul, and renewed your heart ? that he 
gave you Chrift, forgave your fins, and adopt- 
ed you into his family, and made you an heir 
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eF heaven l Oh ! what a fad cafe would it he, 
if you were yet in your fins, and in the bon- 
dage of Satan ; if you had converfion work to 
begin to, if you had your faith and judification 
and interelt in Chrift all to feck, and all your 
preparations for heaven to make : if you had 
all this to do with a lick and pained body, and 
a difordcred mind that cannot command one fet- 
tled thought, with the terrible view of death 
and eternity before your eyes. This is the cafe 
that God in juflice might have left you to. 
Well then, ought you not to praife God, that 
fent his Toly Spirit in time to determine yuor 
heart to dole with C^rifl, and be reconciled to 
that God, you are fliortey to appearbefore ; 
and that thefe fins, which now would have been 
your terror are all forgiven and waihen away 
through the blood of Jdus Chrift. 

3'//y, Is it not matter of praife in t!,y greatefi: 
trouble, [that thou haft a great High Pritft, that 
is pafled into the heavens, to provide a manfion 
with the Father for thee, and to receive thy 
foul when feparated from the body ? “ that, 
w here he is, there you may be alfo 

qthly. You have caufe to bids God. that he 
fends itch fuitable harbingers, as ficknels and 
trouble, to tell you that deatlr is approaching, 
and that he fiiould take inch pains on you to 
we an you from the world, and make you wil- 
ing to be gone. Many of God’s people, that 
have been averfc to dying at the beginning of a 
ficknefs, by the incrcafe and„continuancc of it, 
have been brought to be well fatisfied to depart 
that they may be with Chrift. 
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$thly, You have ground to blefs God for tim- 

ing your afflictions fo well, that he fent them 
not till he faw you flood in need of them ; he 
law a need for them, as i Pet. i.6. and he would 
not let you want what was needful. 

6thly, You ought to praife God, that he miti- 
gates your trials, and proportions your burden 
for your back, that when he takes a rod to 
you, he hath not made it a fcorpion ; that when 
he deprived you of one comfort and enjoyment, 
he did not ftrip you of all, and leave you whol- 
ly comfortlefs: that when you fuffer in one 
thing, he hath not made you to fufFer in every 
thing, in foul, body, ertate, relations and all 
together ; that inftead of afflicting you for a 
few days, he hath not made your whole life a 
feene of milery and affliction. Blefs God, that 
he punifheth you lei's, unfpeakably lefs, than 
your iniquities deferve ; that your fick-bed is 
not hell, your fever is not everlafting burnings, 
your pain is not the gnawing of the worm that 
never dieth. 

7M/v, You have caufe to praife God, that 
your affliction is not fo great as that of feme 
others, and even of fome that were veiy dear 
to God, and had not grieved him fo much as 
you have done. Remember the trials that fome 
have endured, of “ whom the world was not 
worthy,'’ which I mentioned before, as record- 
ed, Heb. xi. Yours are nothing to theirs, no- 
thing to Job's, that eminent lervant of God. 
Obferve the difference with thankfgiving and 
praife. 

Sz/z/y, You have reafon to blefs God for the 
ftrength and fupport he hath given you under 
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affli&ion. You would foon fink and fuccumb 
under a fmall burden, if he did not fupport you 
by his grace; but, when he bears you up, the 

Ihcavieft: trial fhall not fink you. Have you not 
met with fome afflittions, you have thought at 
a diftance you would never have been able to 
bear up under them ? yet, when they have 

-I come, you have found them light and portable, 
If by reafon of the firength God hath bellowed 
>j on you. 
j pM/y, You have ground of thankfgiving that 

I the mercies and blelfings which God hath con- 
j tinued with you, are far greater than thefe he 
j: hath taken from you: For tho’ he hath taken 
I this and that temporal blefling from you, yet 

, he hath not taken Chrift from you, nor his holy 
Spirit from you; he hath not feparated you 
from his love, nor cut you off from all hopes 
of heaven. However great your trials be, 
yet ftill there is a mixture of mercy in your lot, 
which ihould be matter of praile. 

Lajlly^ You have caufe, O believer, to blefs 
God, that all the afflidions he brings on you are 
in love, and for your profit. All his ways are 
mercy and truth to you. If he fmile, it is in 
mercy ; and if he finite, it is in mercy. God 
may change hisdifpenfations,but his heart is Hill 
towards them, and the cords wherewith he 
fcourgeth them, are cords of love. Their pro- 
fit is the great thing he aims at, in all their 
chaftifements, Heb. xii. 10. He defigns thereby 
to reclaim them from their wanderings, cut 
off provifions for their lulls, make them pant 
and long for a better Hate, and caufe them mend 
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their pace toward it. Hence David faith, “ ft 
is good for me that l was afflicted : For before 
I was afflicted, I went altray, but now 1 have 
learned to keep thy word/' Pfal. cxix 67, 71. 
From, ail which it appears you have manifold 
grounds of praile, even in the time of affliction. | 
Direct. IV. Let the children ef God^ when * 

vifited with Jickncfs, fet about aClual prepar- 
ation fur death and eternity, 

"C1 Very believer hath his main work done, and 
is always in a gracious (late, by reafon of 

his union with Jefus Chrift, his reconciliation 
with God^ through the merit of his blood, and 
the univerfal change that is wrought in him by 
regenerating and fanftifying grace: upon which 
account every child of God hath habitual prepa- . j 
ration for meeting with death. Yet becaufe fre- 
quently, when licknefs cometh, there are many 
things out of order with them, that make death * 
frightful and undefirable, they muft: let about 
actual preparation for death, and feek to have 
their fouls made ready for the bridegroom's 
coming. And here I lhall ftievv wherein this 
a&ual readinefs of believers doth confift, which 
Ihould be their proper work and exercife in 
time of licknefs, efpecially when ficknels is lin- 
gering, and doth not deltroy the ufe of reafon. 
But beware of thinking that this Ihould be delay- 
ed till ficknefs come: No, no ; the time of health - 
is the main working feafon, and all Ihould be 
then by-hand, as far as polfible. But, feeing 
even the bell generally find much ,to do at the 
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very laft, I fliall give the following advices for 
youra&ual preparation. 

1/?, Seeing iicknefs is a mean appointed of 
God for his people’s good, and particularly for 
fitting them for a better world ; labour earncftly 
to reap the benefit oflicknefs, feek God’s blef- 
fing upon it, that thereby you may be helped to 
difcover more of the evil of fin, that you may 
hate and abhor it the more, and that you may 
fee more effe&ually the vanity and vexation of 
the world, and get your heart loofed from all 
the things of time, and brought to a willingnels 
to be diffolved, that you may be with Chrift. 

2dly, Seeing the time of ficknefs and death is 
the time of your greateft: need, beg earneftly 
of God, for your Redeemer’s fake, luch fpecial 
affiftance, influences and operations of his holy 
Spirit, as he knows needful for you in your pre- 
fent low and weak condition, in order to carry 
on and compleat youra&ual readinels for meet- 
ing with himfelf at death, and entering into the 
inviilble world, and being fixed unalterably in 
your everlafling Hate. 

Renew the exercife of repentance, and 
of faith in the blood of Chrifl, for removing 
all grounds Of quarrel and controverfy betwixt 
God and your foul. And in order thereto, re- 
view your hypaft life, and look into your heart 
alfo, and fearch out every predominant fin and 

4 idol of jealoufy ; for if there be any iniquity 
regarded in your heart, and unrepented of by 
you, it may occafion no little anguifli and bi:- 
ternefs of fpirit in a dying hour. Well, when 
thou haft difebvered fin, humbly confefs and 

K 
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bewail it before the Lord, and afk forgivenefs 
for it thro' the blood of Jefus Chrill the Son of 
God, which cleanfelh from all lin Yea, make 
confefiion of all thy fins, and particularly re- 
fledl upon the fountain and fpringof them, viz. 
thy original fin. Know the plague of thy own 
heart, and mourn over it, mourn for the lofs 
and mif-fpending of much precious time. Mourn 
for the unprofitablerefs of thy life. Now, 
when the ax is laid to the root of the tree by 
ficknefs, it is high time to mourn for your un- 
fruitfulnefs under the means of grace and wa- 
terings of the holy Spirit. Mourn for your fin- 
ning againlt fuch light and love as have been 
many clays difplayed to you in the glorious gofi- 
pel. And, in a fpecial manner, mourn for your 
fins of omiflion, which commonly are but little 
minded by us. Thus mourn for all thy fins, 
till thou doll water thy couch with tears. It is 
mod fuitahle that death ftioukl find every man, 
even every child of God, in the exercife of 
mourning and repentance : for they that thus 
fow in tea'rs, lhall eternally reap in joy But fee 
that your tears run much in the golpel channel, 
and flow from the believing views ofacrucificd 
Chrift, whom you have pierced by your fins. 
And, in the midfl of your mourning, be fill 
aiming to take faith’s grips of the clefts of this 
rock, for flickering thy foul from the guilt of 
bypafl fins ; fay, “ Lord Jefus, 1 have no refuge 
but thy wounds, no fountain but thy blood, no 
covert but thy righteoufnefs. And feeing thou 
freely makeft offer of thy merits for my pro- 
tection, and-inviteft even the chief of finners to 
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come unto thee, faying*. Look unto me, and be 
ye.faved.; Lord, I embrace the pffsr, and flee 
to thee to cover me." O believer do this, not 
once or twice, but do it a hundred times over ; 
do it as long as thou haft breath to draw in the 
world. Be ftill breathing to the very laft, after 
a crucified Jefus for relief againft the guilt of fin, 
which thou art always contracting, and wilt he 
till the earthly houfe of this tabernacle be difi- 
folved. 

^thly, In order to your aCtual readinefs to go 
forth to meet the bridegroom, when coming to 
you by death, you muft do as the wife virgins, 
Matth. xxv. 7. “ Arife and trim your lamps." 
As it is not enough to have a fair lamp of a 
profeflion, fo it is not fuflicient to have only the 
oil of grace in the lamp ; nay, or to have it burn- 
ing in fome degree. There is more requilite 
at this time, that the foul may be aCfully ready ; 
the lamp muft be trimmed, which imports, iy?, 
A fuppying it with more oil; you muft fetk 
to have your grace incrcafed, to have nev/ 
degrees, new Itrength, and new fnpplies of 
grace given you from God, to fit you for the 
laft coijfliifl: with your fpiritual enemies, and 
efpecially the laft enemy death.’ idly. It im- 
ports a ftirring up of the oil, and railing the 
wick fome higher: So there muft bean cxcita- 
tian of grace, which may be in a low declining 
condition : you muft endeavour to ftir andraife 
it up to a more lively exercife, and more eleva- 
ted acts. Stir up the gift that is in thee: make 
the oil burn clear and fliine bright. Bring faith, 
love, repentance and holy dcfires, to a lively 
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exercife. gi/y. This trimming imports the clean* 
Ting of the lamp, by. taking away the dead allies 
that hinder the light, or prevent its burning fo 
clearly as otherwife it would. So you muft 
labour to take away the dead afhes of corrup- 
tion, that hinder theftlining of grace: remove 
all unbelief, earthlinefs, deadnefs, felf, and 
formality, and whatever elfe doth fupprefs 
the exercife of faith, love, and heavenly- 
mindednefs : • let all thefe dead allies be fnuf- 
fed away by repentance and mortification. As 
you ought to flrive earnellly againll all thefe 
heart-evils in time of health, fo now labour to 
give them a dead flroke when death’s harbin- 
ger gives you a fummons. 

Sthly, Be diligent in gathering and fumming 
up all your evidences for heaven and eternal 
life, that fo you may not venture into the dark 
valley at an uncertainty. The comfort of dying 
will much depend on the clearnefs of your evi- 
dences; it is therefore your wifdom to examine 
them carefully, and fee ifyou can fay, u 1 know 
in whom I have believed; 1 have confented .with 
my foul to the method of falvation laid down 
in the covenant of grace. 1 am ddirous that the 
glory of it Ihould be eternally aferibed to the 
free grace of God, and the creature be wholly 
abafed in his light. I have chofen God for my 
portion, and Chrifl for my only Saviour ; and 
the happinefs which I aim at is, to enjoy God 
in Chriffc forever. And, in order thereto, I de- 
pend on the holy Spirit to apply the redemp- 
tion which Jefus Chrift: hath purchafed to me, 
and to fan&ify me perfcttly. There is no fin 
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1 but what I Inte and defire to part with. I would 
j rather have more holinefs, than to have health 
: and all the pleal’ures in the world. 1 earneflly 
i defire the flourififing of Chrifl’s kingdom, and 
' prefer Jerulalem to my chiefelt joy.” If this 1 your evidences be clear, you may chearfully 
: take death ly tlie cold hand, and welcome its 
i| grim mefTengcrs,and long to be gone that you 
I may be with Clnifi:. You may fay as Plalm 

I xxiii 4- u When 1 walk through the valley of 
the fliadow of death, 1 will fear no evil, for 
thcu art with me.” You may go off the llage 

j' with the Plalmifids words in your mouth, Pfal. 
Jj xxxi. 5. Into thine hand 1 commit my Ipirit, 

; for thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of 
; truth.” 

6//j/y Labour earnefily to overcome the love 
of life and fears of death, fo as to be content 
to part with all things-here at God’s call. O 
believer, what is there in this earth to tempt 

h thee to hang back, when God calls thee to de- 
ls part ? while you are here, you may lay your 
I, account with many Ioffes, croffes, difappoint- 

, ments, griefs, and calamities of all forts. Fi finds 
will fail you, enemies will hate you, lulls will 
molcft you, Satan will tempt you, and the world 
will deceive yon. Death is the way that the 
cleared of God’s faints, and all the cloud of 
witndfts have gone before you ; yea, the Lord 
J-fus your head hath trode this path, and hath 
taken the fling out of death, and have paved a 
way through its dark.valley, that his people may 
fafely follow him Hath the Captain of your 
falvition gone before you, aud will any of his 

—   
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foldiers flirink to follow liim ? Art thou content | 
to remain always at the fame diftance from him, j 
and to enjoy no more of his prefence than now 
you have ? Are you fatisfied to live for ever 
with no more knowledge of God, no more love 
to Chrift, no more holinefs or heavenly-mind- 1 
ednefs, than at prefent you have ? Do you not 
groan under your remaining ignorance, dead- ^ 
nefs, wanderings, pride, palfion, unbelief, felf- 
ifhnefs, worldlinefs, and other fins and lulls that 
here befet you ? And. are you not d.firous to ! 
go to the place where you will be eternally 
free of them all, and where you fiiall never com- 
plain of a dull, dead, and fenfclefs frame of 
heart, or of any heart-wearinefs, or wandering | 
in duty any more ? For the heart fhall then be 
as a fixe^ pillar in the temple of God, and ftiail 
go no m'ore out ; the eternal adoration and J 
praifes 'of God fiiall be the foul’s delight and j 
element for ever. Byfuch confiderations drive 
to conquer the fears of death and defires of j 
life, which are often great clogs to the people 
of God in their preparations for flitting. 

ythly. Be oft meditating upon the heavenly i 
glory which fiiortly all believers will fee and I 
enjoy. Be much in the contemplation of the 
glorious company above ; behold Chrift upon 
hjs glorious throne, at the right hand of God, j 
and Abraham, David, Peter, Paul, and all the 
reft>of the faithful ones, with their crowns of | 
righteoufnefs, triumphing about their Redeem- 
er. Think, O believer, how happy will that 
day be, when thou ftialt meet with thy father, 
and thy brethren, and when thou flialt fee 
thy , elder brother cn fhg_thrcne1_rud^_tQ_k 
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pafs fentence in thy favours. What melody 
will that fentence found in thine ears, Come ye 
bletfed of my Father^ See. What frame wilt 
thou be in, when he fets the crown of glory on 
thy head ? O eternally free love ! wilt thou cry, 

O Saviour, thou didlt wear a crown of thorns, 
that I might wear a crown of glory ; thou didft 
groan on the crofs, that I might now fing.— 
Wonderful free love, that chufed me, when 
thoufands were palled by; that laved me from 
ruin, when my companions in fin mull burn in 
hell for ever.” Think how ravilhing it will be 
to meet with your godly acquaintances in hea- 
ven, with whom you prayed, praifed, and 
converfed here 1 Will you not then cry out, 
“ O my brethren, what a change is here 1 This 
glorious place is not like the poor dwellings we 
had on earth; this body, this foul, this hate, 
this place, our clothes, our company, our lang- 
uage, our thoughts, are far unlike thofe we had 
then 1 The bad hearts, the body of death, the 
corruptions and temptations we then complain- 
ed of, are all now gone. We have no more 
fears of death or hell, no more ufe for repent- 
ance or prayer, faith or hope ; thefe arc now 
fvvallowed up in immediate vilion, eternal love, 
joy and praife.” And for thy help, O believer, 
in meditating on thefe things, read fome parts 
of the book of Revelation, or caufe them to be 
read to you; and fuppofe with yourfelf, you had 
been a companion with John in the Hie of Pat- 
mos, and had got Inch a view of the glorious 
Majefty, the bright thrones, the heavenly hofis, 
and Alining fplcndour which he faw j the faints 
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in their white robes, with crowns on their heads, 
and pahns in their hands, and heard them ting- 
ing the long of Moles arid the Lamb, and trum- 
peting forth their eternal hallelujahs ; what a 
heavenly rapture wouldfl: thou have been in ! 
Well then, O believer, thou {halt fhortly have 
clearer and Tweeter fights than all thefe which 
John or any of the faints ever law here upon 
earth Surely that heavenly glory is a i'ubj & 
worthy of thy thoughts, and moil hutable tor 
thee to meditate on in time of fickncfs, and 
when in the view of death 

It would be aifo very fuitable at this 
time, in order to your actual rcacfinefs for death, 
to be frequently looking out and longing, for 
Chrift’s coming. As Abraham ftood in his tent- 
door, ready to go forth to meet the angels that 
were lent unto him, fo Ihould the believer keep 
hi ml elf in a waiting pofture at this time. He 
fliould be like the loving wife, that longs and 
looks for the coming of her ablent hufband, 
according to his letters to her. By this titne 
(thinks Ihe) he will be at fuch a place, and 
againtl fuch a time he will be at another place, 
and fo in a few clays I will fee him. ft is the 
charafter of believers, they are fuch as love his 
appearing, zTim.iv S They delire hi? coming, 
Cant. viii. 14- Make hajle. my beloved: Even 

Jo come^ Lord JejXis, come quickly. Believers 
ihould look upon themfelvcs as pilgrims here, 
wandering in a wildernefs, abient from home, 
and at a diltance from their father’s houfe ; and 
in time of aflh&ion it is veiy proper for them 
-to be crying as David doth, Pl'al.ly.d, u O that 
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I had wings like a dove ! for then would I fly 
away, and be at'refl:: I would haften my efcape 
from the windy tempert.” “ O when lhall the 
time of my pilgrimage, and the days of my ba- 
nifliment be finiflied, that 1 may get home to my 
country and friends above! Oh! my Lord is 
gone, my Saviour hath left the earth, and enter- 
ed into his glory! my friends and brethren are 
gone to their blclfed reft, where they fee God’s 
face, and ting his praife for ever : and, how 
can I be willing to ftay behind, when they are 
gone ? Muft l be finning here, when they are 
ferving God above ? Muft I be groaning and 

|j fighing, when they are triumphing and dividing 
the fpoil ? Surely I will look after them, and 

' cry, O Lord, how long? When ftiall I be with 
| my Saviour and my God ?” 

DirecT.V. Let believers in time of ficknefs 
endeavour all they can to glorify God, and 
edify thofe that are about them, by their fpeech 
and behaviour, 

IF ever a child of God be a&ive to promote 
the honour and glory of God, it ftiould be 

in time of ficknefs, and when death may be ap- 
t proaching. And there is good reafon for it ; 

for, \Jl, This may be the laft opportunity that 
ever thou fhalt have to do any thing fo£ God, 
and therefore thou fitouldft ftudy to improve it 
to the utmoft. Heaven, to which thou art go- 
ing, is the place where thou flialt receive thy 
reward ; but thou canft have no accefs there to 
advance God’s glory, by commending God and 
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Chrift, and religion to finners, or weak believ- 
ers. Upon this account, many of God’s child- 
ren have been content to fgfpend their heavenly 
happinefs for a while, and to flay upon the earth 
for fome longer time. I have read of a certain 
martyr, when going to fuller, who exprcfled 
fome forrow that he was going thither, where 
he Ihould do his God no more fervice, to wit, 
in the fenfe above explained. And of another, 
that faith, 41 If it were poffible there could be 
phee for any grief in heaven, it would ai ile 
from the Chrihian’s conlidering, that he did fo 
little for God while he was upon earth.” Now 
is the working feafon, O believer, be buly while 
it halts, according to the example of thy blcfled 
Saviour, John ix. 4. “ I mull work the work of 
him that lent me, while it is day; for the night 
cometh wherein no man can work.” Thiscon- 
fideration fhould make thee beltir thyfelf with 
the greatell a&ivity, like Samfon before his 
oeath, who, when he could have no more op- 
portunity to ferve God ami his church, he cried 
to God, and faid, Judges xvi. 28. “ O Lord God, 
remember me I pray thee, and flrengthen me 
this once.’, And, then, he bowed himfelf 
with all his might, to pull down the pillais of 
Dagdn’s temple, being willing to facrihce his 
life to the ruin thereof. 

idly. The holy fpeech and carriage of dying 
believers may, through the blclling of God, 
make deep imprefiion upon the hearts of unre- 
generate men that are witneHes to them. Thcfe 
who have derided the people of God for the 
Ih ittnefs of their lives, anddeljpifed their cemn- 
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I fcls and reproofs, as proceeding from humour or 
| precifenel's ; yet have begun to notice their 
1 words and actions, when they have ften them 
on fick-beds, and on the borders of eternity, 
and to have other thoughts of religion and ho- 
linefs than formerly they had. Now they think 
the man is in good earneft, and fpeaketh the 1 thoughts of his heart ; and, if ever he can be 
believed, it muft be now. It is moft convinc- 
ing to carnal perfons, to fee believers bearing up 

! with patience in their ficknefs ; to hear them 
fpeaking good of God, commending his ways, 
and rejoicing in God as their portion, in midft 
of their Iharpeft pains; to fee them behaving 
as thofe that are going to dwell with Chrift, 
imiling and praifmg God, when friends are 
fighing and weeping about them. This inclines 
them to think, furely there mull be a reality in 
religion, there is a vilible difference betwixt the 
death of the righteous and of the wicked. 
Hence a wicked Baalam wifhed to die the death 
of the righteous, and to have his lafl end like 
his. it left a conviction upon that young man’s 
confcience, who faid to his lode companion, 

, after they had vifited godly Ambrofe on his 
[ death-bed, and faw how chcarful he was, and 

triumphing over approaching death, “ O that 
I might live with thee, and die with Ambrofe 1” 
Nay, fuch fights might draw them not only to 

, defire to die the death of the righteous, but alfo 
to reiulve to live their lives. If carnal men 
faw believers going off the flage with fuch con- 
fidence and joy, as becomes thefe that are en- 
tering into eternal reft with Chrift, and thefe 
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that are going out of a howling wildernefs to a 
glorious Canaan; it might be a powerful invi^ 
tation to them to go and feek after the lame 
felicity. 

3^/y, This likewife would be very edifying 
and confirming to all that fear God. How 
much would it contribute to eftablilh them in 
the praftice of holinefs, and to quicken them in 
their diligence in fervingand glorifying of God 
in the days of their health, to hear a dying be- 
liever fay, u Of all the time which I have lived, 
I have no comfort now in reflecting upon one 
hour, but what I fpent in the fervice of God. 
Were 1 to begin my life, 1 would redeem time 
more carefully than ever. One hour in com- 
munion with God is far fweeter than many 
years fpent in worldly pleafures. Come here, 
then, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you 
what he hath done for my foul. O tafte and 
fee that God is good?” 

/{thly, Confider the examples of God’s child- 
ren in former ages, how ufeful and edifying 
their words have been, at fuch a time, to all 
round about them. But this head 1 intend to 
infill fully upon afterwards. 

Queft. But how (hall I behave fo as I may 
glorify God and edify others, when I am fick 
or dying ? I would have fome particular direc- 
tions for it. 

Anfw. ijl. You may do this by your patience 
under pain, and fubmiflxon to God’s will, with 
refpeCl to the event, whether life or death. It 
is Humbling to others, to fee believers fretful 
in trouble, and unwilling to leave the world, 
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|«?hen God calls them. Bat it is moft convincing 
tnd confirming to lee them frankly refigning 
rhemfelyes to God's difpofal, faying, ‘-Let God 
isimfelf choofe for me; he is wile, and knoweth 

Ubell what is needful and moft proper for me : 
1 have no will, but God’s will." For any man 
to defirc to live when God calls him to die, or 
to detire to die when God calls him to live, is 
equally a lign of cowardice : for he that delires 
to live, is afraid to look death in the face; and 
he that delires to die, would flee from fome ca- 
lamity, and take Ihelter in death. But he is the 
moft valiant man that can die willingly when 
God would have him die, and live as willingly 
when God would have him live ; this is true 
Chriftian valour. 

idly, By pious exhortations and warnings to 
thefe that are about you. It may be the lall 
occalion you may have of glorifying God this 
way : O do not Jofe the feafon which may be 
ufefully improven for the good of fouls. For 
thus a believer may bring more honour to God, 
and more advantage to precious fouls by his 
Ccknefs and death, than ever he did by all his 
health and life in the world; for their fpeeches 
'have more weight with people at fuch a time, 
than at any other. Hence the Patriarchs, know- 
ing the prevalency of luch words, do urge Jo- 
i'eph with Jacob’s dying charge, Gen. 1. id, 17. c- And they fent a intfTcnger unto Jofeph, fay- 
ing, Thy father did command before he died, 
faying. So (hall ye fay unto Jofeph, Forgive, I 
pray thee now, the the trefpafs of thy breth- 
ren." &c. And as \vc ought to be ready to 

L 
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give good counfei to all when we lie on fick- 
beds, fo efpecially we fliould be concerned for 
children and near relations : they are more 
affected than others with our ficknefs, and lb 
will they be with our fayings; our admonitions 
may do them good, when we .are rotting in the 
duIL 

£>uejt. What ought to be the fubjeft of our 
difcourfes and exhortations to'others at fuch a 
time ? 

Anfvj. \Jl, It is very proper to be much in 
commending the Maher you have lerved, and 
the excellency of his fervice, to thefe that are 
about you. Tell them of the equity and good- 
nels of thcfe laws which you have obeyed, and 
of the bounty and faithfulnels of that Lord 
whom you have worihipped, loved, and praifed; 
and of the greatnel’s and eternity of that reward 
you are going to polFefs. Let the children of 
God extol their Father, and his care of them, 
and kindnefs to them. Let the ranfomed of the 
Lord magnify their Redeemer, and his wonder- 
ful love and fufferings for them, Tell others 
what fweetnefs and fatisfa&ion you have found 
in your own experience in attending God’s ordi- 
nances, and in fecret duties; what comfort you 
have found in Chrifl, and the promifes of his 
covenant. And thus let your lall breath be 
fpent in exalting and commending Chrift and 
religion to others. 

2^/y, Be warning others of the vanity of the 
world, and of all its wealth and pleafurcs. Tell 
them that they may fee by your cafe, that thefe 
things which people are bewitched with in the 
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ichy of their health, can fignify nothing to a 
Tick or dying man; they'cannot cafe iis in our 
pains, they can afford no peace to a troubled 
foul, they cannot lengthen our lives one hour, 

fand far lefs can they Pave from the wrath of 
an angry God. u Oh,” may you fay, “ what a 
miferable cafe had 1 been in at this time, if I 
had had no better portion than this world, and 

) nothing elfe to look to but its riches and plea- 
1 fares 1 Wherefore, Sirs, fet not your hearts 

upon it, but forfake it before you be forfaken 
by it, and make choice of that which will be 
fupporting to you in the evil day.” 

3^/y, Be warning them of the evil of fin, and 
what mifehief and dcccitfulrrefs you have found 
in it. Tell them, that though the devil and the 
fldh would tempt you to look on fin as a harm* 
lefs thing, yet the pleafure will loon be gone, 
and a flnrp fling will be left behind. Sin will 
appear no light matter, when the foul is going 
hence into the awful prefence of a holy God. 
You would give a thouiand worlds then for 
Chrifl, and the blood of atonement to anfwer 
for your fins. 

4/4/y, Tell them of the great difference be- 
twixt the godly and wicked man’s choice. The 
godly man chufeth the better part that cannot 
be taken from him; he lays up his treafure in 
heaven where none can reach it fo that it yields 
him rich fupplies when ficknefs and death come 
upon him. But O how foolilli is the wicked 
man’s choice, that for a moment’s flcflily plea- 
fure, doth lofe his immortal foul, and evei lad- 
ing happinefs ! Warn them to mind the one 

L 2 
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thing needful in time, and not to pamper their 
bodies for the worms, but to fet themfclves 
prefently to clofe with the offers of Chrift, and 
make fure an intereft inhis righteoufnefs to co- 
ver them in the evil day. 

fM/y, Be telling them of the evil of floth and 
negligence in the work of their falvation : and | 
be exhorting them to mind it, and do it with 
all their might. For however fomc may cen- 
Fure and deride God's people now for their 
Itridtnefs. diligence, and zeal in the matters of 
religion; yet, when they come to die, diey will 
be ready to wilh that they had been more dili- 
gent in falvation-woi k ; that they had loved 
God, fled to Chrift, and had fought and ferved 
him with all their hearts and fouls ; and to cry, 
“ O for a little more time ! O if God would 
recover and try us once more with health, how 
diligent would we be l” And tell them, that 
thefe who have been moft lirious and painful 
in falvntion-work, yet, when they come to die, 
do much lament their floth and negligence : 
yea, thefe that have been moft reproached by 
the world for their diligence and fervency, do 
oftenwifli at that time, “ O that we had been a 
thoufand times more diligent and laborious in 
God’s ftrvice 1" 

■6thly, Labour to perfuade others of the pre- 
cioufnefs of time, the wifdom of improving the 
time of youth, and of health ; and the great 
folly of delaying repentance, and putting it off 
to a fick-bed. .Say to them, “ I find now by 
experience, that a time of fkknefs is a moft: un- 
fit fcafoa to do any thing to purpofe for the foul j 
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my mind isfo diverted and indifpofed for fpirit- 
ual work by ficknefs and pain, that I cannot 
attain to any liiitable compofure for it. And 
how miferable were I if l had all my work to 

f, begin at this time ! O take warning, and im- 
prove precious time, and efpecially the day of ! the gofpel, the time of the Spirit’s drivings, and 

* the time of youth, which is the mod ufual fea- 
; fbn of the converlion of fouls, and of bringing 

linners into acquaintance with Jcfus Chrid.” 
Dir f.ct• VI. Let God's children, when Jick or 

dying, be expreffing a great concern for the 
advancement of the kingdom of Chrifi, and of 
true religion, in the rijing generation, 

r~7 E A L and public-fpiritednefs for Chrld’s 
intered is very becoming his people in all 

the periods of their life, but more efpecially at 
this time. When Chrid is ready to take you 
to his kingdom in heaven, O be not unmindful 
of Ids kingdom on earth. It would be accept* 
able to God, and pleafant in the fight of men, 
to fee you exprellinga warm concern forthe rifi- 

, ing age, and for promoting the welfare of the 
fouls of your children, and others that furvive 
you : and feeng you can be no longer ufeful to 
thefe you leave behind, by your counfels, ex- 
amples, or prayers, as formerly ; do your ut- 
mod for them now. And this concern the chil- 
dren of God in time of ficknefs may evidence 
feveral ways. 

1/?, By earned prayers to God, both for the 
prolperity of Ids church, and the fburiflimg of 

_ l3 
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religion in general ; and alfo for your children 
snd relations in particular, that they may be a 
holy feed, and a generation to ferve God, and 
Ihew forth his praife in the world, when you are 
gone off the ftage. 

idly. By intruding the care of your child- . 
rens education to fuch tutors and guardians as 
will be much concerned for their fouls, and 
will fet before them godly examples and in- 
flru&ions in their young and tender years. 

3<7/y, By filling your latter-wilis and tefla- 
ments wi;h many pious advices and folemn 
charges to your, children and relations, with re- 
Ipedl: to their ferving of God, and worihipping 
him in their families and in fecret ; fo as they 
can never look into your teflaments, and the 
legacies left to them, but they will hear fomc- 
thing that may be affetting, upftirring, and 
edifying to their fouls. 

^thly. By honouring the Lord with your fub- 
ftance, and leaving fomething of what God hath 
blelfed you with to pious ufes; particularly for 
the religious education of the children of the 
poor, for buying Bibles to them, and other good 
books; and for propagating ofChriftian know- 
ledge in ignorant places, fuch as the highlands 
and iflands, by erecting and maintaining fchools 
therein : which glorious work is happily begun, 
and pretty far advanced by that honourable fo- 
ciet at Edinburgh, whole treafurer is ready to 
receive donations from all fuch as the Lord 
pleafeth to move to make a free-will offering 
for promoting that pious defign. Many pious 
perfons have contributed already thereto ; and 
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1 it were definable that others, whom God hath 
:: enabled for it, fliould mind it before they die: 

i for by fatal experience we may obferve, that 
1 the moft godly parents do not know how their 

ji chileren will employ the eftate they leave them, 
1 whether as fuel for their lulls, or as oil to feed 
1 the lamps in God's fan&uary. It is proper for 
1 themfelves then, before they go off the fiage, 
1 to difpofe of fome part of their fubftance, for 
1 the glory and fervice of that God who gave it 
I unto them. 

$thly. It might contribute to promote piety, 
; and to make the deeper impreffions upon the 
! minds of your children and friends, if, under the 
' warnings of death, you Ihould imitate the ex- 

ample of the prophet Elijah, w'ho in his life- 
time made a writing which he procured to be 

1 delivered to king Jehoram after his death, 
2 Chron.xxi. 12. So in like manner, you might 
write letters, and leave them in the hands of 
your friends and executors, full of advices, 
charges, admonitions, confolations, or threat- 
enings, to be delivered to your children or 
friends, upon occafion either of their good or 
bad converfation after your death: which pro- 
bably would be more regarded by them, than 
the counfels you gave them in the time of your 
life ; for in fome rel’peft they would be receiv- 
ed and read by them, as if they were letters 
from heaven. 
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Direct. VII. Let the children of God labour 

to f ortify themfdves what they can ag infl all 
Satan's temptations and a faults^ -which they 
may expect to meet with in time of ftcknefs 
and ajflidion. 

A TIME of affliction is commonly a time of 
temptation: for the old ferpent knows the 

fitteft feafons for aflaulting the children of God ; 
and he will not be wanting to imrove this op- 
portunity of advantage for letting upon the poor 
foul. When Pharaoh heard that the people 
were entangled in the wildernds, he purlued 
them; fo, when Satan fees afoul entangled 
with diflrtfles and troubles, he thinks it high 
time to make an attack. He feeks to winnow 
and lift away the believer’s grace, and there- 
fore he comes when the corn is a tlirefhing by 
the rod. When Job was fmitten in his eftate, 
health, and all other comforts, then this cowaid 
falls upon him, and tempts him to impatience, 
murmuring, and wrong thoughts of God. 

At this time, O believer, you have fpecial 
need to be on your guard, and look out. Reck- 
on always, when ficknefs or trouble comcth, 
the prince of this world cometh alfo. Stand 
then to your defence, and put on your armour, 
efpectally the fhield of faith, that you may be 
able to quench the fiery darts of the devil. 
You have need at this time to put in practice 
our Lord’s direction, u Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation.” Pray for wif- 
dom and Ikill to counteract him, and that you 
may pot be ignorant of his devices ; and pray 



MAN’S COMPANION. 129 
particulaily for grace to make you proof againft 
all his falfe reprefentations of God and Ids pro- 
vidence to you; for he that dm ft reprelent 
j >b falfdy to an all-feeing and all-knowing 
God, will with much boldnefs reprefent God 
falfely to you, who fee and know fo little. He 
will be ready to tempt you to think that God 
is angry with you, and dealing with you as an 
enemy. Thus was Job tempted, Job xxxiii. 10, 
11. “ Behold, he findeth occafions againll me, 
he counteth me for his enemy : lie putteth my 
feet in the (locks, he marketh all my paths,” 
But obferve what Elihu anfwers, “ In this 
thou art not juft : God is greater than man. 
Why doft thou drive againft him ? for he giv- 
cth not account of any of his matters.” But 
feeing 1 fpoke before of the wrong thoughts of 
God, which we are apt to harbour in time of 
affliction, Chap. II. DirrCt. 3. Khali proceed to 
fpeak of fome other temptations wherewith 
Satan doth alf.iult God’s people when in difhefs, 
and furnifh fome anfwers thereto. 

1. Saith the tempter, u Thou art nothing birt 
a liypocrite ; all thy religious performances 
have been done in hypocrify, to be fecn of men: 
thou never haft renonted or believed (incerely 
in the fight of God.” 

sltijiu. 1 acknowledge there hath been much 
hypocrify in me, but l hope it is not allowed 
and reigning hypocrify ; I always wreftled a- 
gainft it ; wherefore 1 am not an hypocrite. 
1 regarded the efteem of men too much, but [ 
hope l value tlie efteem ofGodmuch more. My 
faith and repentance are weak, but Ihope they 
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are liucere. And whatever defers and fhort- 
comings have formerly cleaved to thefe graces 
in me, l do now unfeignedly repent of all my 
fins, I look to him that I have pierced, and 
mourn. I am heartily willing to bejuftitied by j 
the i ighteoufnefs of Chrifi alone, and to be 
cleanfed and i'an&ified by his Spirit: and here 
I give up myfielf to Chrilt as my only Saviour. ! 
And this I hope is, through grace, true repent- 
ing and believing, which God will accept, for 
ChrilTs fake, whatever my former defe&s have 
been. 

Tempt. 2. But faith the tempter, “ Thy re- 
pentance cannot be true ; for thy heart is not ' 
broken, and thine eyes do not Hied tears for fin.” i 

Anjiu. It is my very great burden, and con- 
flant complaint to God, that 1 cannot attain to i 
a greater meafure of forrow and contrition for i 
fin : but yet it is my comfort that repentance 
is not to be confined to fuch degrees and tymp- 
toms of forrow as fome do win at. 1 hope, I 
can fay through grace, that my heart is let a- j 
gainft all lin, great and fmall ; and I would give 
all l have in the world to be wholly delivered 
from fin. 

Tempt. 3. Saith the tempter, “ But thy day 
day of grace is part, it is too late for thee to 
think of repenting or believing; God will not 
accept of thee now.” 

Anjxv. But 1 hope it is not fo with me, fee- 
ing God gives me a heart that pants after God, 1 
and Chrift, in the way of commanded duty. 
The offers oflalvation through Chrift are made 
to all who believe and repent: and late penitents ; 
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n arc not excluded from the benefit of thefe gra- 
: cious offeis more than others 

Tctnpt 4. But faith the tempter, u Thou art 
1 none of God’s ele£t, and if thou be not chol'en 
| to falvation, thou canft not be faved.” 

An[v). Secret things belong to God, and it 
t were prefumption in me to pry into his fecrct 
i decrees ; but one thing 1 am fure of, that every 
i foul that is chofen to faith and repentance, is 

alfo chofen to falvation ; but 1 truft God hath 
! chofen me to the former, and therefore to the 
j! latter. 

Tempt. 5. But faith the tempter, “ You over- 
value your graces and duties, and fo they can- 

j pot be true and real.” 
Anjio. But I count them all but lofs and dung 

in comparifon of Chrift. I defire always to be 
deeply humbled under a fenfe of my fmfulnef$ 
and umvorthinefs, and to abhor every motion 
that would carry me away from Chrilt and his 
righteoufnefs, and would tempt me to rely on 
my graces or duties, or put them in the lead in 
Chrift’s room. 

Tempt. 6. “ The iflue of thy ficknefs may be 
death, and thou art not ready ; for thou haft no 
aflurance of thy falvation.” 

Anjw. A perfe<ft certainty is not to be ex- 
pected here ; there will be ftill feme queftion- 
ings, fome doubts and fears ; but thefe I refolve 
not to indulge now, but to break through all, 
that I may embrace Chrift, and be found in 
him. The defires of my foul arc to Chrift, and 
the remembrance of his name : and fuch, I 
believe, he will not fufFtr to peri hi. 1 bf- 
Jieve, Lord, help my unbelief.” 
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Tempt 7. “ But thou art a ftrangcr to the in- 

vifible woild; how wilt thou adventure into 
that world of fpirits, with which thou hafl To 
little acquaintance 

j4nfw. But Chrift, who is my head and bed 
friend, is no ftranger to it; he is the Lord of 
that land, and provides manfions for all his 
people there ; and he will receive every one of 
them home, and lodge them fafely. “ The fpi- 
rits of juft men made perfeft,” were once what 
my Ipirit now is; they were ftrangers to that 
world before they came to it, as well as 1: but 
their head being in it, encouraged them to 
go to it: and now they rejoice in it as the kind- 
ly dwelling-place of all the faints. 

Tempt. 8. “ But thou art vile, and God is 
infinitely pure and glorious; how canft thou 
think of approaching fo near to him ?” 

Anfw. Though a weak eye be not able to 
look upon the fun, yet l hope to be fitted and 
ftrengthened for that glorious fight. Befides, 
God doth now appear to us in his Son Chrift, 
where his infinite glory is pleafantly vailed fo 
as the faints may behold him. Thefe glorified 
fouls above were once vile as well as others j 
but their Saviour did cleanfe them, and prefent 
them to the Father without fpot or wrinkle. 
And whatever be my unworthinefs, I am relie- 
ved by confidering my union with Chrift, and 
looking on the glory and dignity of my head. 
Surely God will not defpife the members of his 
dear Son, nor trample on any that are his flelh 
and bones. 

Tempt.y. tc But what will become of thy wife 
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and children, when thou ajt taken from them ? ' 

Anjiv. If I trull God fo willingly with my 
foul, and my eternal concerns, why may 1 not 
.trull him with my relations allb ? Have l not 
leen how wonderfully he hath provided for o- 
thers ? Doth not every thing in the world de- 
pend on his will and pleafure ? How eafy is it 
then for God to fupply his own ? 

Tempt, 10. But Hill death is terrible to 
nature, even the king of terrors.” 

^njw. But my Redeemer hath tailed death 
for me, and taken out its fearful llinj1; he hath 
conquered death, and keeps the keys of death 
and hell. Wherefore through him will 1 fing, t£ O death, where is thy fling? O grave, where 
is thy victory?” 

Tempt. 11. “ But it is terrible to think of ap- 
pearing before God’s tribunal, to be tried and 
judged.” 

Anfw But my friend annd interceffbr will 
be the Judge there. Will Chriil conciemn the 
members of his own body, and thefe he hath fo 
often comforted; 

But belides all thefe, a holy God may fome- 
times fuffer the tempter to aflault his own peo- 
ple in time of their alfli£lion with his fiery darts 
and his fiercelt battering engines, luch as, tem- 
ptations to Atheifm, blafphemy, defpair, drc. 
whereby their fouls may be terribly Ilia ken, and 
lore amazed. 

Your relief in this cafe is to look to your 
head, and remember how he was himftllf buf- 
fetted by this enemy, allaulted with the;.-moll 
odious temptations, that he might thereby get 

M 
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an exerimental touch and feeling of your con- 
dition, in order to his fympathizing with you, 
and relieving you from this enemy, whom he | 
hath already conquered in your name. But for 
thefe things he will be enquired of by the houle | 
of Ifarel. You muft aft faith on your exalted 
head. 

CHAP. IV. 
Containing fame fpecial directions to unregtn-r 

crate perjoru, when ojjliCted by ficknejs or 
othcrwije. 

Direct. I. Take a ftrious view of the of the 
miferable condition of a Chrijttejs per fan un- 
der ficknefs orJieavy affliction. 

/CONSIDER the vaffc difference betwixt 
^ your cafe, and that of a true believer; 

lie hath ground of confolation in. the greatell 
diftrefs, but you have none. However (harp 
the rod of correftion be to him, yet it is in the 
hand of a Father; but you have to do with an 
angry and fin-revenging God: and, who may 
Hand in his fight, if once he be angry? for he 
commands both the firfl and fecond death, and 
he can caft you both into the grave and hell at 
once, Rev. vi. 8. “Hell followed the pale 
horfe.” Death is the king of terrors, but hell 
is a thoufand times more terrible. When God 
iiflifts his children, he Hands to them in the re- 
latiqn of a loving Father; but he deals with 
you as an incenfed judge. T. hough he fees it 



MAN’S COMPANION. 135 
lifieceflary for their good to chaftife them, yet 
jhe doth it with a relenting hand; yea, every 
Ijftroke goeth as it were to his heart, Ifa. Ixiii. 
19. “ In all their affli&ion he was afflifted.’* 
iBut when he arifeth to punhh his enemies, he 
Btrikes them with hatred and deteflation, as a 
liman would do a toad or venomous creature. 
|Though they cry, he hath no pity, Prov. i. 26. 
)“ I will laugh at your calamity, and mock when 
j your fear cometh.” 

2<4/y, If your ficknefs threaten you with death, 
'what a dark and melancholy profpedl muft you 
I have of your approaching change ? Why, O 
I Chriftlefs foul, it is what you are' wliolly 
unprepared for. The old houfe falls down 
about your ears, before you have another 
lodging provided. When death calls you to 
the door, you have not where to lay your 
head, unlefs it be on a bed of fire and brimllone. 
O how fur prill ng and fearful will the change be, 
that death will make on you ! A change from 
earth to hell, from light to darknefs, from 
comforts to terrors, from hope to difpair, from 
the offers of grace to the revelation of wrath; 
a change from the fociety of faints on earth, 
to the company of the damned in hell. What- 
ever fond hopes of falvation you have now, your 
hopes lhall lead you no further than to the king 
of terrors, and then “ your hopes fliall be cut 
off, and your trufi: like a fpidcr’s web,” Job 
viii. 14. Though it cofl you much pains to 
weave and fupport this web now, it will prove 
a weak and flender defence to your foul, when 
death comes with his befom of deftruftior., and 
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fweeps both you and it away to hell. You will 
then be taken from all the means of grace you 
have abufed, and be for ever deprived of an op- 
portunity of buying oil: your lamp (hall go 
out to death, and never be lighted any more. 

idly. In this extremity, you have no airth to 
look to for comfort. O Chriftlefs finner, what 
V/ill you do in the day of vifitation ? To whom 
will you flee for help ? Your houfes, your lands, 
your money, your honours, your companions, 
your relations, will all be mifcrable comfor- 
ters to you. Every thing will look black and 
tlifmal round about you. If you look with- 
out you for help, you may fee your fiiemls 
weeping and lamenting your cafe; but this will 
do nothing but increale your vexation and 
mifery. If you look within you for relief, con- 
fcicnce, that before you would not fuffer to 
ipcak, will meet you with bitter flings and up- 
braidings. It will bring to your view the fins 
you had forgot, the time you have mifpent, the 
health you have mifimproven, the offers of 
grace you have refilled, the great falvationyou 
have neglected, what folly was it for thee to 
provoke God, and flight Chi ill, for a little 
worldly profit, or a little brutifh pleafure ? Can 
thefe relieve thee when the arrows of the Al- 
mighty flick within thee, and the terrors of God 
do fet themfelves in array againfl thy foul l In 
the mean time, the devil, that tempted you to 
your foul-ruining courie, will ftep in, and re- 
prefent your fins in their blackeft colours and 
aggravations, to render you altogether hopelefs 
and defperate. O finner, thou that refufeft rell 
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from Chrifl in the day of health, and grace, 

f halt find no eafe from the creature in the day 
■)f ficknefs and death. Your licknefs will allow 

i 10 reft: to your body, and your fins will permit 
jno eafe to your foul. You may expert the ful- 
filling of that threatning, Deut. xxviii. 65.—67. li The Lord Hull give thee a trembling hcait, 
and failing of eyes, and forrow of mind. And 
thy life {hall hang in doubt before thee, and 
thou {halt have fear day and night. In the 
morning thou {halt fay, Would God it were 
even : and at even thou {halt lay. Would 
God it were morning,” becaufe of the pain 

I of thy body, and anguilh of thy fpirif. 
Di rect. II. Let unregenerate per fans carefully 

improve their ficknejs and aJJlUtion^ as means 
to further their convcrjion; and pray that 

ICod may blefs it for that end. 
TV/f ANY have begun their acquaintance with 

1 -fVJ. an(| with themfelves in the time of 
fafilirtion; the furnace is frequently the Spirit’s 
'1 work-houfe, where he forms his vdills of 

praife.- There are many who, while health 
' and firength continue, mind nothing but vain 
plcafures; one day they go to their games and 

; {ports, another day to their cups and lafeivious 
; company, another,day to vifiting their friends; 
and thus they fpend the whole time of.their 
health and profperity in fin and vanity. Ail 
the warnings, counfels, and exhortations of pa- 
rents, friends, and minifters, do them no good, 

i they cannot endure to entertain a fuious 
M3 
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f thought of God or of Chrift, of death, of hea- 

ven, of hell, or judgment to come. But when 
God doth call them into flcknefs, or fome great 
alTli ft ion, they, through the blelling of God, 
begin to come to theml’clves, like the prodigal, 
and think of returning again to their Father. 
Several inftances to this purpofe might be given. 
The carl of Rochefter is a late one, whole life 
was notorioufly lewd, profane, aod alheiftical, 
and who had wickedly employed his wit and 
parts to ridicule all religion; yet when he was 
afflifted with pain and ficknefs, and brought to 
the gates of death, he began to entertain quife 
other apprchenfions than he had done before; 
he profelfed he; had ferious and revercrid 
thoughts of religion and holinefs, which before 
he laughed at; he'moll earneflly and affeftion- 

* utely warned others to abandon their evil com- 
ics, and to live religioufly and foberly, and to 
look upon religion as the greatell reality in the 
world; he retrafted all his irrtpious and pro- 
fane language, wherewith he ul’ed to rcflcft on 
the ways of godlinefs, and willingly attdled all 
this under his hand. 

Fray then for the divine bltlling on your fick- 
ncls, that it may contribute to the converlion 
of your foul; which it doth feveral ways. iy?, 
By opening mens eyes to get a true fight of 
things, to behold religion in its true lhape, and 
iio in its proper colours ; hence the rod is faid 
to give xvi/dbin, Prov. xxix. 15. They who 
have mocked at religion, and made light of fin 
all their days, have been taught by bodily lick- 
rds to change their tune, Then they begin to 
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have an efteem of the Bible, and to value and 
lend for a pious minifter, and to defire the pray- 
ers of the people of God. Now they perceive fin 
to be bitter as gall and wormwood, they lothe 
and abhor that which they liked before ; now 
the word of God makes deep imprclfion on 
them, and particularly fuch a word as that, 
Jcr. ii. 19. “ Know therefore and fee, that it 
is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haft for- 
fakervfhe Lord thy God.” 

Sicknefs helps to fet the word preached 
home upon the heart. When God fpeaks to 
us in the day of health and profperiy, we oft 
give him a deaf car, Jer. xxii. 21. But when 
diftrcfs comes, it brings the words of God, and 
of his minifters, to our remembrance, as it 
brought Jofeph’s to the remembrance of his 
brethren, Gen. xlii. 21. 

3a7y, Sicknefs contributes to loofe a man's 
heart from the world, and to cool his love 
thereto; whereby a great hindrance ofconver- 
fion is removed out of the way, and the man 
is’made to fay, “ How vain and helplels are‘the 
world’s comforts to menow! thefe things I de- 
lighted in formerly are taftelefs to me at this 
time. There is no portion can fuit my foul’s 
needs, but God himfelf.” 

qtkly. It fpurs a man on to prayer that for-* 
merly neglected it. When the prodigal is 
brought to diftrefs, he fays, “ I will arife and 
go to my Father.” He forgat his Father be- 
fore, but now he will addrefs him, Hof. v. 15. tl In their afllittion they will feek me early.” 
Thus the Lord frequently begins and promotes 
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the converllon of fouls to hinifelf. And O fin- 
ner, if this be the fiuit of thy ficknels, it will 
not be unto death, but the glory of God, 
Di rect. III. Be careful to obey God’s voice 

in the rod, and beware of flighting it. 
EVery ficknefs hath a meflage from God, and 

' his voice you ought to hearken to with 
reverence and attention, Micah vi. 9. What 
faith he to you at this time ? O fmner, he faith, 
“ Retire from the world, think on death and 
eternity, abhor thefe lulls and idols which God 
is fruiting you for, flee fpcedily to the flrong 
hold ; repent, and be converted, that your lins 
may be blotted out.” This is God's voice to 
you, and confidcr how provoking it will be to 
him, if you flight it. 

1//, You will provoke God to flight ’your 
voice when you cry to him, and flop his ear a- 
gainfl the voice of your fupplications, Zcch. 
vii. 1 3. 

idly, You will provoke God to ceafe from 
being a reprover to you, fo that he will fpeak 
to you, no more. 

$dly. You will provoke him to bring heavier 
judgments on you, yea, fo to draw his fword of 
juflice againfl you, that he will flieathe it up no 
more, as lie threatens, Ezck. xxi. 5. 

qthly, God may break off all intercourfe and 
correfpondcncc with you, as with thole, Ezt.k. 
xx. 31. u As I live, faith the Lord God, I will 
not be enquired of by you.” 

yM/y, Lie may feal you up for ever under 
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your fins, hartlnefs, and pollution; and fay to 
you, as to fome we read of, Eztk. xxiv. 13. 
Hof. iv. 7 liev. xxii. 11. “ Becaufe 1 have 
purged thee, and thou was not purged, thou 
flialt not be purged from thy filth in elk any more, 

'till 1 have raufed my fury to reft upon thee; 
i Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone. 

He that is fiithy, let him be filthy ftill.” He 
that is hardned againfi the voice of my rods, 
let him be hardned ftill. Well then, O finner, 
while God is in fpeaking terms with you, heark- 
en to his voice, and obey it; fay, “ Lord, ^hat 
wilt thou have me to do?” 
Direct. IV. Cujl back your eyes upon the fins 

of your bypaji life^ and labour to be deeply 
humbled for them before the Lord. 

SEeing you are fummoned to prepare for go- 
ing to the judgment-feat of God, where 

your foul is to receive its final fenten'ce; labour 
to prevent the terror of that appearance, by 
your judging yourfelf before-hand. And this 
you mult do, by fummoning yourfelf before the 
bar of confcience, examining narrowly into 
your ftate, accufing and condemning yourfelf 
for your fins. And fee that you be impar- 
tial in this work, willing to know the truth, and 
difeover the worft of your cafe. You mult fee 
and be duly fenfible of your danger, other- 
wile you cannot think to efcape it. Take a 
narrow view of your fins in their nature, 
number, aggi avations, and defervings. And 
in order to this, if thou haft any meafure of 
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flrength for it, let the expofition of the ten 
commandments in our Larger Catcchifm be 
diftin&ly read over unto thee. Make a paufe 
upon every queftion, and fay within thyfelf, tk Have I not omitted what is here required by j 
God? and have I not committed what is here j 
forbidden by God? how oft have I repeated 
thefe fins? how long have I lived in the pradtice 
of them? O! do not fo many years fins need very 
ferious repentance, a very deep humiliation? 
“ O! doth not fuch a vile finner as I, fiand 
greatly in need of Chrifl to my cautioner and 
ranfomer for fuch a vaft number of fins? will, 
not their weight prefs me eternally down to the 
loweft hell, if they remain unpardoned, and be 
laid upon my back?” Wherefore view them 
dofely, and confefs them particularly before 
God. 

1/, In the firfi: place, bewail thy orioinal fin, 
the fountain of all thy adhial tranfgrdfions. as 
did David, Pfal. li y. “ Behold, I was fhapen 
in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive 
me.” 

idly. Acknowledge and mourn over the (in- 
fill outbreakings of thy life, whereby thou haft 
difhonoured God, and grieved his holy Spirit; 
and efpecially fins againfi: light. 

Be humbled for thy fins of onyffion, 
for neglecting of commanded duties, particular- 
ly for the negkCt of prayer in fecret, and of 
•family religion. 

4^/z/y, Mourn for the lofs of precious time. 
Alas for the time of youth mifpent, many Sab- 
bath-days trifled away ! 



I MAN'S COMPANION. 14$ 
$thly. Lament thy long flighting of Chrift, 

and falvation through his righteoufnefs, which 
To preflingly hath been offered to thee in the 
gofpel. 

6thly, Bewail tiiy flifling the convidions, and 
quenching the motions of the Spirit, and there- 
by provoking him to depart from you. 

ythly. Mourn for thy unthankful nets to God 
j for mercies and deliverances, which might have 

allured you to repentance and newnefs of life. 
8////y, Confefs thy ftubbornnefs und erformer 

aflhttions, which hath provoked God to fend 
.new trials upon you. 

ythly. Be humbled for thy earthly-mindcdnefs, 
Ij in that thou haft all thy days been careful and 
1 cumbered about many things, and haft neglec* 

ted the one thing neceffary. 
\othly, Mourn for the latenefs of thy re- 

pentance, and thy prodigious folly in delaying 
fb long to bethink thyfelf, and turn to the 
Lord. “ Oh how ynwifely have I a<ftcd, to 
mifpend the time of health, and delay fo great 

! a work till now, that 1 am laid on a (ick-bed } 
and now, if I die before I ^jn converted, 1 ant 
loft for eycr. O Lord, 1 am afhamed and con- 
founded at my madnefs and folly, and have no 
excufe to plead for myfelf, but muft ftand afar 
off with the poor publican, and finite upon my 
breaft, and cry, God be merciful to me a finner.’* 
Dircet. V. Flee prefently to Jefits Chrijl by 

a true faiths and cloje 'with him as offered to 
you in the gofpel. 

Ali T thou fenfible, O finner, of thy grie- 
vous guilt and ill-deiervings before God? 
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then yo not defpair; for Jefos ChriH:, who hath 
©ffvi ed to divine juftice an all-fuffident facrifice 
for fin, is offering himfelf to thee, faying, “ O 
diftreffed finncr, look unto me, and be laved. 
Turn unto me*, why will ye die? Come unto me, 
heavy laden foul, and I will give you red. 
He that cometh to me, I will in no wife call 
out.” Will not fuch gracious words, fuch 
moving calls, melt thy heart within thee, and 
make thee cry to him, “ Lord Jefus, I flee to 
thee as my refuge, for deliverance from fin, and 
proteftion from the wrath to come : I look to 
thy wounds, I truft in thy righteoufnefs, 1 depend 
pn thy merit, I lie at thy feet, and this 1 am re- 
folved to do as long as 1 have breath to draw 
in the world,” 
Direct. VI. Call for the elders of the 

church that they may pray over you in your 
Jicknefs. 
TH IS is the apoflle James his dire£tion to 

the fick, James v 14. He doth not fay, If 
any be fick, let hin^fend for the phyficians, but 
for the elders or minifters. 

It is true, phyficians are to be called, but not 
in the firft place. It was Ala’s fault that in his 
clifeafe, he fought not the Lord, but to the 
phyficians; and, alas, how many follow his 
example! Minifters are only called fer in the 
laft place, and very often when time is paft, the 
lick being at the point of death, and fcarce cap- 1 
able to fpeak or hear. But if you defire to 
reap benefit by the inftru&icns anti prayers cf 
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|minifters, call for them timeoufly, and open 
iyour cafe unto them; feek their counfel, and 
, beg for their prayers. It is their office to teach 
iand pray for you,, and they have authority to 
;offer falvation to you through Chrift, and to 
minifter comfait to them that are caff down; 

iwherefore a bleffing may be expefted on their 
‘minillrations and performances more than o- 
thers. lienee God laid to Abimelcch of Abra'- 

}ham, Gen. xxf 7. “ He is a prophet, and ire 
ffiall pray for thee.5’ And to Job’s friends.cor.- 

feerning Job, Jab xlii. 8. “ Go to my fervant 
; Job, and he ffiall pray for you, for him will I 
accept: left that I deal with you after ycur 
iblly.” 

And Laftly, Hemember, that as the apoflle 
James enjoins the lick to call for the elders to 
pray over them, lb at the fame time he diredts 

: you, James v. id- to confefs your faults one to 
another, Chriftian to Chriftian, one friend to 
another, the people to their minifler. Not 
that this gives any warrant for the Papilts 
their auricular confdlion, which they force up- 
on all men to their prieffs as a fatisfadlion for 
lin, and where they rack their confeiences, 

I) (when they feel no diftref:,) to confefs their 
'jinoil fecret (ins, to enumerate them all under 
pain of damnation, and which they ufe as a poli- 
tic to dive into the fecrets of princes, Hates, and 
all private perfons: But as Luther, Calvin, 
Beza, and many otheis of orthodox divines do 
teach, it is very profitable and neceffary for 
thefe that are inwardly troubled withafenfe of 
their fins, to cafe and dilburdea their eonlcien- 

N 
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ces, by confeffing of them to the faithful mini- 
fters of ChriH:, in order to their receiving fuit- 
able counfels and confolations from them, fuch 1 
as Ghrift hatii left in his word for contrite- j 
hearted penitents. 

Thus let every man in ficknefs ufe all appoin- ] 
ted means for preparing his foul for a future 
Hate. Thy preparation- will by no means haften 
death, but fweeten it to you. Death mufl ■ 
furely have a mort: formidable afpeft to an un- J 
prepared finner: he may falnte it as Ahab did ’ 
Elijah, u Haft thou found me, O mine enemy?” 
why? it brings heavy and doleful tidings to him. 
But a prepared foul may falute death, Welcome, 
O my friend, thou bringeft me tidings of great jj 
joy; everlafting deliverance from fin, and all j 
the bitter fruits o.f it. I (hall never complain 
of thefe any more. 

C II A P. V. 
. Containing direClions to the people of God, -when 

the Lord is pleafed to reeover them from feck- ; 
nefs and deferefs. 

Direct. I. Tt is very proper, both underfeck- 
nefs and after it, to examine if the ajjhftion 
be fandrfied to you, aad hath come Jrom the - 
love of God. 

IT would be very comfortable for us to know 
that the afflidlions which God vifits us with, 

are not the punifhment of a judge, but the 
chaflifemcnt of a father ; that they do not 
proceed from wrath, but from lover that they 



man’s COMPANION. 147 
are not curfes, but blefiings, to us. Now, the 
belt way of knowing this is by the effedts which 
they work and produce in us, through the 
bleffing of God. 

1/?, Canfl thou fay, that thy afHiftion hath 
humbled thee in the fight of God, and made 
thee confefs and bewail thy fins and Prayings 
from God as the procuring caufe thereof? 
Hath it been like Mofes’s rod, that fmote the 
rock, and fetched out much water? Did you 
water your couch with tears, and mourn hum- 
bly before God for all thy God-provoking fins? 
Then it is a good fign ficknefs is fandtifkd, 

2.4/y, Doth thy afflidtion drive thee nearer 
God, and caufe thee aim at clofer communion 
with God in duty than formerly, faying, u How- 
ever carelefs and overly I have been in duty in 
time paft, it is furely good for me now to 
draw near to God?” Then thy ficknefs is a 
blelling to thee. 

3^/y, Afflidtion is fandtified, when the cor- 
ruption ami dcceitfulnels of the heart is the 
more difeovered and laid open to the view of the 
foul; Co as the man is made to abhor himfelf in 
dull and alhes, and cry out as the leper, “ Un- 
clean, unclean.” I never could have thought 
my heart was fo wicked as now I fee it. 

4M/y, It is a fandtified ficknefs, that purgeth 
the heart, and changeth the life, and gives a 
dead ftroke to thy fins and idols, and makes thee 
to lothe and abhor them more than ever, faying, 
with Ephraim, “What have I to do any more 
with idols?” 

$thly, It is a belled rod, when grace is more 
N 2 
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quickened and ftirred up thereby, and the maa 
turns more Fruitful in holy duties and good 
works; when it is a budding and blcfToming rod, 
like to Aaron’s, Numb. xvii. It is recorded there 
of Aaron’s rod, that it brought forth buds, 
bloomed bloffoms, and yielded almonds. So it 
is happy with us, when cur rods and Cckrefles 
do produce in us, not only the buds of a pror 

? feffion, or the blolfoms or fame beginings of a 
reformation; but even caufe us to yield almonds, 
fruit favoury to God. Is conlcience become 
more tender with refpect to fm? Arc we more 

^ jealous over our hearts? Are we more fer- 
vent in prayer, more lively in praife, more 
mortified to the world, more defirous of com- 
munion with God? Then may •ve fay with Da- 

| vid, u It Is good for us we have been affl'^ed?” 
| and with Hezekiah, tcThou hafi:, in love to 
f my foul, delivered it from the pit of corruption.” 

Djrect. II. Make cor.fcisnce of offering to 
God the ficrifice oj thankfgiving^ upon his 
recovering thee from ficknefs or any difrejs. 

THE Pfalmift gives, us this dirc&ion from 
God, Pfal.l. 14,15. and he (hews us that it 

was hisown practice in fuch a cafe,Pfal cxvi. 17. 
Pfal.ciii. 1,2,3.command isjufl, let us 

[ obey it ; the example excellent, let us imitate 
it Praife is comely for the upright. Here I 
(hall give feme motives and advices. 

\fty God, who is the author of all thy mer- 
cies and deliverances, gives you tongues for 

L tins very end, that you may blefs and praife 
b him for thefe mercies, James iii. 9. Hence 
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man’s lounge is called his glory above the reft 

j of the creatures, Pfal. Ivii. 8. There is none in 
i the creation fo endued and qualified for prais- 
ing God, as man is, Angels have reafon and 
minds, whereby they adore and admire God’s 
goodnefs and excellency, but have no tongues 
to praife him; hearts have tongues, but without 
fpeech or reafon to ufe them: but man hath 
both reafon and fpeech, that he may both ad- 

I mire God’s goodnefs, and with his tongue 
found forth God’s praife. See then, O believer, 
that you ufe your tongue to anfwer the end 
of your creation. God lofeth hts due rent of 
praife from the reft of the world, but he experts 
it from his children, whom he hath formed for 
this end, and on whom he bath beftowed many 
dirtinguiihing favours. 

2^/y, 'The facrifice of thankfgiving is moft 
plealing and acceptable to God. He loves your 
tears and prayers, O believer, but much more 
your praifes. How well pleated was our Lord 
with the poor leper Samaritan, that returned 
and gave him thanks for curing his bodily dif- 
temper? Luke xvii. He difmifted him with a 

L fpecial blelling, and cured him of hts foul’s dif- 
1 eafes, as well as of his body’s. And therefore, 
- Confider that thankfulnefs for thy mer- 

cies received is a mort profitable courfe for our- 
felf; for it is the way to get more and better 
bletlings bertowed upon you, according to Pfal. 
Ixvii. 5 6. “ Let the people praife thee, O 
God. Then fhall the earth yield her increafe : 
and God, even our own God, (hall blefs us” 
Thankfgiving for former mercies is a kind'/ 
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way of petitioning for new favours, and God will ■ 
underftand it in this fenl'e. 

4;7z/y, God is fo well pleafed with the duty 
of thankfgiving, that he honours it to be the 
eternal Work of heaven. Whereas other graces, 
inch as, faith, hope, and repentance, will then 
be melted into love and joy for ever, lb other 
duties of vvorfhip, fuch as, reading, hearing, 
and prayer, will then be changed into that of 
praife and thankfgiving: the glorified company 
above will never be weary of this work; and 
{hall not we delight in it now’, when God is 
calling us to it by fo many new mercies? 

In the next place, that thou mayelt offer the 
lacrifice of thankfgiving to God for thy reco- 
very, with gracious acceptance, 1 (hall lay be- 
fore you the following advices. 

i. See that your heart be touched with a 
fenfe of the greatnefs of the mercy, and of the 
gopdnefs of God manifefted therein. Wemuft 
put a due value upon our mercies, and have 
our hearts affefted with God's kind dealing to- 
wards us in them, if we would be rightly thank- 
ful to God the author of them. Hence it was 
that David called upon his heart, and all within 
him, to blcfs the Lord for his benefits, lJfal. 
cjii. i.; and in Pfal. cxxxviii. I. he faith, “ I 
will praife thee with my whole heart." As in 
an inftrument of mufic, the more found comes 
out of the belly of it, it is the Tweeter; fo our 
praife is the more acceptable to God, when 
the heart is full of gracious affeftions. 

2 Let your praile be the native refult of 
faith and love in your foul, otherwife .it will be 
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bat an empty found. Faith is neceffary to draw 
by the vail, and fliew us the perfections cf the 
invilible God, who is the fpring and author of 
all our mercies; love gives a deep ferfe of his 
goodnels, enlargeth me heart towards God, 
and opens the lips to Ihew forth his praife. 

3. Study to have a deep fenfe of your own 
unwofthinels and ill-defa vings at the Lord’s 
hand, upon the account of your fins, and ill- 
improvement of former deliverances, faying 
with Jacob, Gen. xxxii to-. u 1 am not worthy 
of the kaft of all thy mercies.” 

4. Look above inftruments and fecond caufes, 
ami do not aferibe your recovery to phyficians 
or outward means, but to the Lord, the prime 
author of it, whofe bkfiing alone it is that gives 
(fficacy and fuccefs to the appointed means, 
and by whofe mercy only we are fpared and 
brought back from the gates of the grave. To 
this the apoflle attributes Epapbroditus his re- 
covery, Mill. ii. 27. “Indeed he was fick nigh 
unto death, but God had mercy on him.” 
Hence we are told, 1 Sam. ii. 6 “The Lord 
bringethdown to the grave, and bringeth up.” 

5. Obferve narrowly the remarkable cir- 
cumflances of the Lord goodnels, and the Iweet 
ingredients of thy mercies. As for inftance, ( 1.) 
How difcernable the Lord’s hand was in thy 
deliverance, which obligeth thee to lay. Surely 
this is iIk? finger of God? this is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvellous in mine eyes. (2.) 
How thy deliverance came to thee as the re- 
turn of prayer, makes thee fay, Surely lie 
is a prayer-hearing God. (3.) How deli- 
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verances came when there was but little ground 
to hope for it. See how Hezekiah obferved 
this ingredient in his recovery from ficknefs. 
Ifa. xxxviii. 10, n. “I faid in the cutting off 
of my days, I (hall go to the gates of the grave: 
1 am deprived of the refidue of my years. I 
faid, i (hall not lee the Lord, even the Lord 
in the land of the living: I (hall behold 
man no more, with the inhabitants of the 
world•,, Verfe 15. “ What (hall 1 lay? he 
hath both fpoken to me, and himfelf hath done 
it.” Sometimes God fends deliverances to his. 
people when they are mod: hopelefs, and fay- 
ing, with the captives in Bayblon, Ezek. xxxvii. 
11. “ Behold our bones are dried, and our 
hope is loft, and we are cut off for our parts.” 
(4.) Remember how the extremity of thy 
diftrefs was God’s opportunity of fending relief. 
Abraham never forgat the feafonablenefs of 
God’s appearing for him in his extreme need 
upon mount Moriah, when he called the name 
of the place Jehovah J i r eh, for preferving 
the memorial of it; “ In the mount of the Lord 
it will be feen.” So doth David, Pfal.cxvi. “ I 
was brought low, and he helped me.” 

6, Let the prefent deliverance bring all for- 
mer mercies to thy remembrance, that fo thou 
mayeft praife God for them all, whether they 
be national or perfonal mercies, public or pri- 
vate, fpiritual or temporal. New mercies 
(hould revive the memory of the old, and all of 
them ftiould come above-board at fuch a time; 
fo doth the Pfalmift direft, Pfal. cv. 2. “ Sing 
to the Lord, talk ye of all his wondrous works.” 
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And what lie direfts others to, he pra&ifeth 
himfdf in fuch a cale, Pfal. cxvi. 12. “ What 
Aral! I render to the Lord for all his benefites 
towards me?” 

7. Be ready to communicate to others an 20 
'count of the. Lord’s kind dealings towards you., 
and the fweet ingredients of his mercies; and 
particularly of his fending fpirkual deliv'erance 
to your foul, as well as outward deliverance 
to your body, when he is pleafed to do fo. And 
do this in order to recommend the fervice of 
Cod to others, and to engage andinvite them to 
allin: you in bldiingand praifing the Lord. We 
fee how David obferved his foul-deliverances, 
Pfal. cxvi. 7, 8 and declares his experience to 
others, Pfal. xxii. 22. “ l will declare thy name 
unto my brethren: in the midll of the congre- 
gation willl praifethee/’ Pfal.lxvi 16. “Come 
and hear, all ye that fear God, and ! will de- 
clare what he hath done for my foul.” 

Laflly, Remember always to give thanks for 
mercies to the Father, in the name of our Lord 
Jcfns Chrift, as directed, Eph. v. 20, Your fpi- 
ritual facrifices are only acceptable to God, 
when you offer them up by Jefus Chrift, 1 Pet. 
ii. 5. As we muft feek all our mercies in C hr id’s 
name, fo we mud give thanks for them alfo in 
his name. He is the Mediator of our praifes, 
as well as of our prayers. Believers have not 
one mercy, but what comes fwimming to them 
in Chrid’s blood, and is the fruit of his death 
and purchafe to them: and therefore he is to be 
owned and looked to in the receiving of every 
mercy. And as Chrid is the only mediator foir 
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conveying bleffings and mercies from God to 
us, fo he is the foie Mediator for conveying all 
our fervices and fpiritual facrifices to God. God 
accepts of them only as they are perfumed by 
Chrift’s meritorious facrificc, and potent inter- 
ceffion. 
Direct. III. JVhen the Lord ispleafedtogrant 

thee any fignal mercy or deliverance from 
trouble, beware of forgetting the Lord's kind- 
nefs towards thee. 

T^Orgetting of.God’s remarkably kind provi- 
•* denees is an evil we are naturally prone un- 
to, when we are in a profperous hate. Hence 
it is that the Spirit of God gives fo many cau- 
tions againft it in his word; and the faints of 
God do fo folemnly charge their own fouls to 
beware of it, as in Pfal. ciii. 2. “ Blcfs the Lord, 
O my foul, and forget not all his benefits; who 
hcaleth all thy difcafes, who redeemcth thy life 
from deflrmhion.” Forget not his benefits, 
but carefully preferve and treafure them up in 
thy memory. It was ufual for faints under the 
Old Tehament to fet up fome vifible monu- 
ment to remind them of God’s lingular favours 
to them; they ere^ed hones, and built altars, 
to be memorials of the mercies they received, 
and put names on the places for this end. 
Let all this teach you to guard againh this evil 
of forgetting the Lord’s kind providence in re- 
covering you from ficknefs. 

You are guilty of this evil, when you do not 
duly value the mercy, but let it pafs as a turn of 
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common poyidence. When you let the impref- 
jfion of the mercy wear foon off your hearts; 
when you make a bad ufe of it, or do not right- 
ly improve it to God’s glory, and your own 
foul’s good; when you do not put on new re- 
solutions to walk more exa&ly, live more fruit- 
fully, and Serve God more holily and humbly : 
then are you guilty of forgetting his benefits. 

This is an evil mod grievous and provoking 
to a good and gracious God, as is evident from 
the many heavy complaints he makes of his 
people for it, as in Judges viii. 34. Pfal. Ixxviii. 
11. Pfal. cvi.13. Wherefore watch and pray 
againfi; it. 
Dr R ect . IV. Inquire after thefe fruits of right- 

eoujhejs, vshich are the genuine cjfctts of af- 
fliction in the children of God, who are duly 
exercifed thereby* 

‘HE apoftle Speaks of thefe fruits, Ileb. xii. 
II. as natively following upon fan£l:ified 

affli&ions, and a kindly cxerciie of Spirit under 
them. And therefore it is your duty to inquire 
if they be produced in you. 

\fl. The increafe of true repentance is one 
of thefe fruits which is the produdt of Sanctified 
trials. Job found it in himfelf on the back of 
his affliction,chap.xlii. 6.“ Now I abhor myfclf, 
and repent in dufi: and allies.” It would be 
happy, if we could find our hearts more Soft 
and melting upon the view if fin, after we have 
been in the furnace of affliction. 

■idly, Another fruit is the improvement of 
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faith. The afflicted believer is taught to look \ 
to, and depend more upon God for * help in " 
time of need, and lefs upon the creature. He 1 
now fees that vain is the help of man in the J 
day of calamity, and that God in Ciu ifl is the i 
only proper objedl of the foul’s trull.' This i 
was the fruit of the apoftle’s aftlidion, 2 Cor. I 
i. 8, 9, 10. a We were preffed out of mcafure, 1 
above ftrength, infomuch that we delpaired even I 
of life. We had the fentence of death in our* 9 
felves, that we fhould not trull in otudelves, but | 
in God that raifeth the dead: who delivered us | 
from fo great a death, and doth deliver: in 1 
whom we trull that he will yet deliver.” 

3^/y, Humility and low thoughts of ourfelves i 
is one of the fruits of righteoufnefs which fane- 1 
tified affliftton doth yield. How proud and 1 
lofty was Nebuchadnezzar before he was af- I 
flitted, Dan.iv. 29, 30. But afterwards he is j 
made to own God, and humbly fnbmit to him 1 
as his fupreme and incontroulable Sovereign, 3 
and to acknowledge, that thefe who walk iu | 
pride, he is able to abafe, verf. 37. This was 1 
God’s defign in the various trials of his people 1 
Ifrael in the wildernefs, Deut. viii. 16. That 1 
he might hnmble thee, prove thee, and do thee | 
good at thy latter' end.” See then, O beliver, | 
if this fruit be produced in thee. 

4^/y, Another fruit is thefpirit of prayer and 1 
fupplication. This was viftble in the Pfalmifl’s 
cafe, after God had delivered him from the | 
forrows of death, and heard his voice, Pfal. 
cxvL 2. “ Therefore, fays he, will l call upon 
him as long as 1 O, faith the true be- 
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lievcf) God’s mercy to me in trouble, and his 
fending me relief when 1 cried to him, will 

I make me love prayer the better, and engage me 
to be more diligent in it all my days; for 1 ft ill 
fee I have daily need of his helping hand. 

5^/y, Heavenly-mindedneis is a fruit offanc- 
tified affli&ion. Before the man was inclined 

^ to that language, It is good for us to be here, 
i let us build tabernacles in this lower world* 
1 But now he turns his tongue, and changeth his 
I thoughts, and faith, with the Pfalmift, “ It is 
|( good for me to draw nigh to God. Aj ife let us 
/ depart, this is not our reft.” This world is 
i nothing but the houfe of our pilgrimage, hca- 
* ven only is our home. 

6thly, Another fruit of fanft'fied trials, is 
greater love to God than formerly. How much 

<'• was David’s heart warmed with love and gra- 
| titudeto God upon the back of his affli&ion, fo 
I that he wants words to e^prefs the affections of 
I his foul r Pfal cxvi.1.8.12. “I will love theTord 

becaufe he hath heard my voice. 1 was brought 
I low, but lie helped me. Thou haft delivered 

my foul from death, mine eyes from te^rs, and 
my feet from failling ^What fhal! 1 render to 

r the Lord for all his benefits towards me ?” 
Tlhly. Learning and keeping of God’s word 

| is a fruit of iamftified afiliftion, Pfal. cxix. 67. 
71. Let us enquire if this fruit be produced in 
us after lickucls. Do vve attend to the word 
more cioi’ely* do we believe it more firmly? do 
we embrace its offers more eareftly ? and do we 
liye more in the expedition of that gloiy which 
the word doth reveal to us? f* Ihen it is good 
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for us wc have been afflidled : for we have 
learned more of God’s word.’, 

Sthly, Tendernefs of confcience is a happy 
fruit of fan&ificd troublewhen the believer, 
after it, becomes exceedingly afraid of lin, and 
of making new wounds in his confcicnce. He 
cannot think of adventuring again upon any 
known fin; for the 1’mart of former wounds, and 
the pain they occafioned in his foul, when dif- 
trefs lay upon him, makes deep and lading im- 
preffion on his mind, as it did on the afflicted 
church, Lam. iii. 19, 20. tl Remember mine 
affliction, and my mifery,'the wormwood and 
the gall, my foul hath them {fill in rememb- 
rance, and is humbled within me ” Now, fuch 
fruits of righteoufnefs are an evidence wc have 
been fuitably exercifed under affliction: O to 
find them produced in us after ficknefs is" over. 
Direct. V. Be careful to perform thefe refo- 

lutions, engagements, or voids, you have come 
under in the time of ficknefs ; and walk Juit- 
ably to them. 

AS a time of ficknefs and afilnftion is a proper 
feafon for making vows to God, and binding 

our fouls with refolutions to mortify fitrin the 
heart, and purge it away from the life, and to 
be diligent in duty, and walk more humbly 
with God; fo a time of recovery from ficknefs 
is a proper feafon for paying and performing 
thefe vows. This was the royal Ffalmift’s 
practice in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 6, 16, 17. 18. 
“ I was brought low, and he helped me. Truly 
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I am thy fervant, I am thy fervant. I will of- 
fer to thee the facrifke of thanklgiving. I will 
pay my vows unto the Lord now in the pre- 
fence of all his people.” Now for your , {lift- I 
ance in this matter, ( efferyou thefe few advices. 1 

ifi. Defer not to pay your vows, but be j 
fpeedy, and take ti'.e firfl; opportunity to pay , 
them. Delays in this cafe are moil dangerous j 
Solomon, that wife man, was feufible of this, 
which made him give thee this advice, Ecclef, 
v. 4. u When thou voweft a vow unto God, 
defer not to pay it.” 

idly. Be flill jealous of thy heart, which is 
prone to deal treacheroufly with God after af- ] 
flittion is over. The lliaelites practice is 1 tael ■ 
inftance of his truth, Pfal. Ixxviii. 34 6^. j 
“ When he flew them, then they fought him, 
and they returned and inquhed early after 
God, ere. Neverthelefs they did flatter him 
with their mouth, and they lied unto him with 
their tonguesj for their heart was net right with 
him, neither were they fladfafl in his covenant.” 
The purpofes of many in affliction are like the 
vows of mariners in a florm; they are the firffc 
things which they forget and break when once 
they win fafe afhore. However penitent fome | 
feem to be in fleknefs, yet when they recover | 
from it, they foon return to their old fins again. 
They are like metals in a furnace, they melt 
and turn liquid while in it, but when out, they 
foon return to their old hardnefs. There is 
good reafon for that caution the Lord gives us, 
Mai. ii. 16. “ Therefore take heed to your 
fpirit, that you deal not treacheroufly 

O 2 
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3^/y, Cry continuilly for ftrenwth from above 

to cnible1 you to perform your vows The 
Pialmifl took this courfe, and found it fuccefF- 
fub Plal. cxxxviii 3. ‘ In the day when I cried 
to thee, thou anfwercdft me, and ftrengthenedft 
me with ftrength, in my foul.” And forget not 
O believer, that God has treafured up ftrength 
for thee in thy head and furety Chtifl: Jefus; 
wherefore he hill borrowing from him, for the 
performing of all thy engagements, 2 Tim. ii. 1. 
“ My fon, be ftrong in the grace that is in 
Chrift Jcfus.” Put thy treacherous heart in 
thy Surety’s hand; for though thou art weak, 
yet thy Redeemer is ftxong. Whenever then 
you fkfl: perceive your heart begin to hart a- 
fide from God, be fure to check it, and look up 
to God in Chrift for ftrength to fecure it a- 
gainft treachery and perfidious dealing: cry 
with the Pi'almift, “ Be furety for thy fervant 
for good.” 
qthly. Guard diligently againft thy predominant 

fin, the fin that hath moft eafily befet thee, the 
fin that was moft bitter and uneafy to thee in the 
day of diftrefs. Keep a narrow eye upon it now; 
for if once that fin be got vanquifhed, the rtft 
will the more cafily be put to flight. 

$thly, Be frequently meditating on thy vows, 
and on the condition thou waft in when they 
were taken on, and fludy to keep alive in thy 
heart the fame apprehenfion of things after 
ficknefs which thou hadft in the time of it. 
How vain and comfortlcfs did the world and 
its vanities then appear to thee ! how awful 
were the truths of God on thy fpirits! how far 
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3 preferable was the loving-kindncfs of God to 

thee than life ! how precious was Chrht then in 
! thy eyes ! O that your judgment, thoughts, and 

£ impreflions of thefe things, may continue ftiil 
t the fame 1 

Keep up the impreflions of the pre- 
|| cioufnefs of time, that you may diligently im- 
| prove it; and (hake off floth and idienefs. Re- 
j' member what a view you got in the time of 
I fleknefs, of long-lafling eternity; and what a 
1 trouble it was to you to look black, and fee how 
(much time you had loft in flu and vanity. 

When fometimes we are brought to the brink 
f of eternity, the near views we then get of its 
|, vaftnefs and uncliangeablenefs, are fometimes fo 

awful and amazing to us, that we arc ready to 
*' think, though we had Methufalem’s years to 
| live, it would be unreafonable wilfully to mif- 

pend one hour of them all. Well then, is fick- 
i; nefs over, our time fo fliort, and fo little of it 

remaining behind? will we be fo fooiifh, as to 
| be lavifli of it ftill, and trifle it away as before? 

TtMy, Set a fpecial mark upon all thefe fins, 
whether of omiflion or commiflion, that made 
death to look grim and ghaftly upon you in the 

‘ time of fteknefs, and againft which you refolvr 
ed; and fee to get every one of them amended 
and removed. Remember and copfider how 
fad it will be for you, if fleknefs And you 
again in the very fame fins which formerly flung 
you What will you fay to confcience, when 
it (hall challenge you? How will you look death 

. in the face, if it fhouid find you living in the 
very fame fins you foAnerly mourned for, and 

O 3 
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promifed againfl! Death would then be the king 
of terrors to they foul indeed. 

O then, mind thy vows, and fay with the 
Pfahnift, Pfal. Ivi. 12, 13. “ Thy vows are 
upon me, O God: I will render praifes to thee. 
For thou haft delivered my foul from death: 
wilt not thou delievcr my feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God in the light of the 
living?” 

CHAP. VI. 
Containing directions to the unregsnerate, Token 

they are recovered from Jicknefs^ and reft or ed 
to health. 

Direct. I. Seeing the afflictions cf the iviched 
are unfanCtified^ it is necejjary you examine 
to hat fort of affliction yours hath been^ and 
to hat fruits it hath produced in you. 

I HAVE in the preceding chapter ftiewed, 
that the affliftions of believers are fatherly 

chaftifements proceeding from love; that they 
are fainTtified, and yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteoufnefs. 1 have given the maiks of fanc- 
tified afflidlions, and mentioned the happy fruits 
which they produce in the children of God. 

On the other hand, it is needfary to let Chrift- 
lels perfons know, that their afflictions are of 
a different kind; they are even punifflments 
ffom God as a judge, proceeding from wrath : 
they are unfanCtified to them, and produce no 
f uits, but what are bitter and unlavoury. 

Well then, O ChriHlefs foul, thou haft rea- 
ibn to fufpcCt the woi ft concerning thy ficfaaefs, 
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that it hath not been lan&ified, and its fruits 
are not good. O then, labour to knew the 

fa the truth of the matter, that thou tnayeft be 
S humble under a 1'erde of thy mifery, and flee to 
u J fus Chrift for relief. And for thy afliflance 
I in this inquiry 1 will give fome marks of un- 
I: fanctiiied rffl ftions. 

1//, If ficknefs hath not humbled thee under 
t a fenle of thy fins, the procuring caule thereof, 
t nor any wife hath weakened fin in thee, nor 
1 reclaimed thee from it, but it remaineth in thee 
i as flrong as ever; it is a fign thy affliction is 1 unfanctified. This was the cafe of thofe of 

whom God complaineth, Jer. ii. 30. “ In vain 
I have 1 Imitten your children; they received no 

correction.5’ As if he had faid, The phyfic I 
gave them did not purge out fin; nor weaken 
corruption in the Icaft. "1 hey have been ftricken, 
but not grieved for fin; the fire hath burnt round 
about them, but they have not laid fin to heart, 
that kindled the flame. 

2^/y, It is a mark of unfanCtified affliction, 
when it hath no influence upon a finner to 
bring him to a ferious communing with his own 
heart concerning the eftate of his foul, and to 
inquire in what terms he ftancs with God that 
affliCts him. God’s voice by affliction is that 
in Hag, i. 7. “ Now confider your ways.” In 
the day of adverfity confider where you are, 
what you are, what you have done, and what 
is the meaning of the rod, and what will be the 
iflue of it through eternity, in cafe it hath a 
commiffion to cut the thread of life. Now, 
when a man remains flupid and carelcfs about 
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thci’e important matters, and never noticeth 
the voice of affl.'dlion, io as to inquire ferioufly 
about his foul's condition ; ‘,t Am I under a 
covenant of works, or a covenant of grace? ^m 
I a child of God, or an enemy of God? Have I 
fled to the city of refuge, or am 1 ftill in a fliel* 
•terlefs date ? Am 1 fhll under a cloud of wrath, 
or am 1 brought under the banner of love?’* 
I fay, where there are no fuch inquiries, the 
affliction is unfanClified. 

3^/y, It is a certain fign of unfanCtified afflicti- 
on, when a perfon grows worfe by it, and re- 
volts the more he isftricken, like thefe, Ifa. i. 5. 

Queft, When miy it be laid, that a pcribn 
grows worfe by affliction? 

Anfw. 1 • Wiien the finner’s heart turns harder 
than it was before: fo every plague on Egypt, 
increafed the plague of hardnels in Pharaoh’s 
heart. It fares with many hearts, as with iron 
that is often heated in the fire, and quenched 
in the water, it ftill increafeth in hardnels. 
2. When a perfon giveth way to impatience 
and murmuring againll God while he effliCts 
him. 3. When the luffs of the heart grow 
more ftrong and impetuous, and afterwards 
rage the more, that they have been flopt in 
their, courfe by affliction. In fuch cafes a per- 
fon grows worfe by the rod. 
Di rect. If. Confider the great danger of not 

being bettered by ficknifs, and of not com- 
plying with the voice of God’s rod. 

f^OD’s voice by his rod doth loudly call fm- 
nets to repentance, and fleeing, to the Lord 
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‘ Jofus Chrift for refuge from wrath. Now, when 
this voice is not hearkened to, but men go on 
in their lecure and finful courfe as before, God 
is highly provoked, and the iflue will be ter- 
fiole. For, 

17?, Though ficknefs be removed, and the 
furnace of affli&ion be cooled for the time; 
yet the wrath th.t kindled it, continues flill 
to burn. And you have ground to fear left 
you be ranked among thele who are the 
generation of God's wrath, againft whom he 
will have indignation for ever. 

If lefler rods do not awaken you, you 
may expeft greatfr and forer judgments are 
coming on you. Yea, God may caufe them to 
come rolling thick upon you, as waves and bil- 
lows in aftorm, one upon the neck of another. 
The great depths, both above and below, may 
be opened together; the difpleafure of God, 
and wrath of men, may confpire and meet to 
pour out themfdves as vvater-fpouts upon you at 
once : and to whom then will ye look for help ? 

3^7}', The Lord may give over dealing with 
you, or ufing any further means to reclaim 
you; he may refute to corredl you any more, 
or betlow a rod upon you for your good, and 
fay of you, as of Ephraim, Hof. iv, 17. u Eph- 
raim is joined to his idols, let him alone.” 

Ajhly, The Lord may give you up to fpirit- 
»al plagues and judgments; and indeed this com- 
monly is the refult of obftinacy and incorrigi- 
blenefs under outwards rods. When Ifrael 
would not hearken to God’s voice, he gave 
them up to their own hearts lufts, Pfal. Ixxxi. 
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li, 12, Now, thefe plagues are the fevered of 
all others. External judgments are God’s rods, 
but fpiritual judgments are his iwords, which 
pierce the very foul. Blindnd's of mind, 
hardnefs of heart, fearedneft of confcience, vile 
affcdions, and a reprobate fenfe, are the very 
forerunners of hell and damnation Thefe who 
are impenitent and unfruitful under outward 
affiittions, have caufe to tremble left God be 
provoked to infli<ft thefe fpiritual judgments. 

Sthly, Be affined, though God fpare you long, 
yet the glafs of his forbearance will at length 
run out. God’s patience towards Tinners hath 
a term and bound, over which it will not pals. 
The time will come, when a long-fuffering God 
will at laft fay, “ My Spirit (ball no longer 
ftrive;” and the angel will cry, as in Rev.xiv, 
7, u i'iie hour of God’s judgment is come.’* 
You that abnfe God’s patience, and prefume 
upon it, his treaty of peace will end with you 
in a little, and the mafter of the houfe will rife 
up and fliut to the door. Then patience will 
come dov. n, and juftice will afeend the ftage, 
and trample upon, and triumph over, all that 
abufe divine patience. Sodom was a wonder 
of God’s patience for a long time, but now it 
is a lading monument of his anger. 

bthly. If you be not bettered by God’s rods 
or Iparing mercies, then your prefervation at 
prefent will be nothing but a refervation for the 
day of God’s wrath. And the longer your cup 
of (in is a filling, the fuller flrall the cup of God’s 
wrath be for you : by your impenitence and 
abufe of God’s patience, you treaiure up wrath 
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For yourFelves againfl the day of wrath, Rom. 
it. 4.; and though you be delivered from fome 
judgments, you are referved for worle, yea, 
feven times worfe, according to Lev. xxvi. 23, 
24. Nay, there is a ruining blow defigned 
againft you. both foul and body, affoon as your 
cup is full; and the axe is already laid to the 
root of the tree, Matth. iii. 10. One blow of 
God’s axe will cut you off for ever. 

Remember this, O (inner, though God’s hand 
be lifted off you at prefent, and his meffenger 
death be for a little recalled, yet he will quickly 
return, and knock fo loud at your door, as not 
to be refufed. And what will you do in the 
day of vifitation? how ghaftly mud: the pale 
horfe be, when hell follows him at the heels? 
And how hot and fiery mull that hell be which 
is inflamed and blown up by fo long impeni- 
tence, 'and abufe of patience? 
Dir ect III. IVonder at the patience of God 

in [paring fuch hdl-dfjerving firmers as you 
are^ and be [hankful for it. 

H ATH a long-fuff- ring God preferved the 
thread of your life, when it was almofl Inapt 

afunder by the violence of ficknefs? hath tie 
freed you from racking pains, under which 
you were groaning? nay, faved you from the 
grave and hell, into which you were falling? and 
have you not caufe of wondering and thanks- 
giving? To move you to it, ponfider thefc fevy 
things. 

»y?, How miserable had you been through all 
eternity, if your ficknefs had carried you off to 
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another world in your fins? You had been 
howling with damned ['pints, under endltds and 
eafeltl's torments, and for ever cut off from 
thefe hopes and offers of mercy you now have. 
Then the mafter of the houfe would have had 
the door fo barred again!! you, as it could ne- 
ver have been opened again to you, knock as 
you would, Luke xiii. 2y. 

idly, Conftder how heavily you had burden- 
ed his patience with your heinous lins, and fre- 
quent relapfes thereinto: and that after cpnvic- 
tions, calls, and various rods lent to reclaim 
you: fo that he was put to fay, as in Amos ii, 
13. “ Behold, l am piffled under you, as a cart 
is prefled that is full ot [heaves.” He wasover- 
burdened with your fins lb that the axel-tree 
of patience was ready to break, and let you 
fall into hell; and yet, behold he bears with 
you ftill. 

Cm finer hdwfoonhe could have eafed 
himiclf of the load, and fliaken you oft'into the 
pit of deftruiftion. In a moment could he have 
done it. and yet he bears many years with your 
fins that are fo grievous to him. Yea, it is with 
a fort of relu<fhncy that he cafes himfelf of fin- 
ners, after he gets the utmoft provocation, Ifa. 
i. 24. “ Mi! l will Cafe me of mine adverfai jes.” 

yhly. How reafly is he to turn away his an- 
ger. a d reprieve [jinners from dcftruction, when 
in their diftrefs they make but a (hew of repent- 
ance, and turning unto God} as we fee in 
Pial. Ixxviii 36, 3H. He, like a tender-hearted 
prince, calls back the warrant for their execu- 
tion, after it was gone forth. 
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$thly> Confider how much many Chriftlefs 

finners are beholden to Jefus ChriO; for fparing 
mercy. He is represented by the dreffer, Luke 
xiii. interceedingthat the fruitlefs fig-tree might 
be Spared and tried Some time longer, after or- 
ders given to cut it down. Were it not for 
for Jefus Chrift, O tinner, however much you 
forget and flight him, you had furely been in 
hell long ere now. How oft doth he obtain 
another year, and after that another, for the 
unfruitful finner, and unthankful abufers of di- 
vine patience! 

6thly, Conlider how Sparing mercy hath diS- 
tinguithed you from many others, who lived 
not fo long, nor finned fo much as you have 
done. God hath wounded the hairy Scalp of 
many, and taken them away in their youth; 
when he hath continued you to manhood, 

I and perhaps to old age; though your Sms and 
ill-defprvings be greater than thefie of many, ou 
whom he hath long fince taken vengence. 

God hath left many alfo tolling and groan- 
i ing on beds of pain, when he hath eafed and 
1 railed you up. O then, return like the thank- 
! ful leper, and magnify the God of your health. 

Hath God diflinguilhed you from others, by 
his goodnefs ? It becomes you to dilHnguiflt 
yourfelves from others, by your thankfulnefs. 
O that men would praife the Lord for his 

I gooflnefs1, undeServed and diltinguilhing good- 
nefs i 

To move you to this, let me Set the exam- 
pel of Hczckiah before you, Ifa. xxxviiL and 
there fee how thankfully and affe&ionately he 
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remembered the Lord’s mercies in recovering 
and delivering him from the bitter affliction lie 
had been under. “ I laid, I am deprived of 
the relidue of my years, I lhall behold man no 
more with the inhabitants of the world. Like 
a crane or fwallow, fo did 1 chatter; I did mourn 
as a dove. Behold, for peace I had great bit- 
ternefs; but thou haft in love to my foul de- 
livered it from the pit of corruption. The 
living lhall praife thee, as I do this day.*’ Yea, 
he was fo overcome with a fenfe of the Lord’s 
patience and mercy towards him; that he is at I 
lofs how to exprefs it, verfe 15. “ What lhall a 
fay? lie hath both fpoken unto me, and him- 
felf hath done it.” 

Let all who are recovered from ficknefs, 
fludy to imitate that good king in holy admira- 
tion and thankfulnefs to the God of their life. 
D1 k. e c T. IV. Study to improve the /paring 

mercy and goodnefs of Cod to you in a right 
andJuitable manner* 

O Sinner, hath God brought you back from 
the gates of death, and brink of hell, re- 

flored you to health, and given you a new offer 
of mercy and falvation through Chrift in a 
preached gofpel, which you formerly defpifed? 
Strive now to improve the Lord’s patience 
and kind dealings towards you with the utmoft 
care, and abufe his patience no longer. And in 
order thereto, take the following counfels. 

I. Be deeply humbled for your former ob- 
ftinacy and impenitency, notwithftanding of 
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* God’s gracious and patient dealing. O let the 
■ fparing mercy and goodnefs of God towaids 
; thee lead thee to repentance, which is the na* 
• tive defign of it. according to Rom. if 4. u De- 

fpileft thou the riches of his goodnefs, forebar- 
ance, and long-fuifering, not knowing that the 

I goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance?” 
As if he had laid, 41 Doll thou not fee, O man, 
the kind providence of God in fparing and 
recovering thee from ficknefs, taking thee by 
the hand, and pointing out to thee to go to 
thy clolet to mourn and weep for ail thy bypaft 
fins, and particularly for thy mifpending the 
the time of health, and abufing of the Lord’s 
patience?” The confideration of David’s good- 
nefs and forbearance towards Saul, melted Saul’s 
heart, for as hard and rugged as it was, and 
made him to lift up his voice and weep, and fay 
to David, 1 Sam. xxiv. 17. &c. u Thou art 
more righteous than I; for thou haft rewarded 
me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 
And thou haft fhewed this day, how that thou haft 
dealt well with me ; for as much as when the 
Lord had delivered me into thine hand, thou kil- 
ledft me not. For (fays he) if a man find his ene- 
my, will he let him go well away?” Oh far more 
reafon haft thou, O man, to weep and cry, 44 God hath found me his enemy, yea in my 
enmity and fins, fighting againft himlelf; he had 
me on a lick- bed, and on the very brink of hell, 
and the leaft touch of his hand would have 
thurft me in: but yet he hath fpared his enemy, 
and let me go well away. Oh, will not thefe 

P 2 
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cords of love draw me, and this matchlefs good- 
nefs invite and hire me to repent? Can any con- 
fideration in the world be more powerful than 
this to melt my hard heart into tears of holy 
fliame and forrow for my fliff-ncckednefs and 1 

rebellion againfl a gracious and long-fuffering 
God ? Away with thefe curftd God-provoking 
fins of mine! down with thefe weapons of re- 
bellion! let me never lift them more againfl: 
fuch a merciful Sovereign!" 

II. Zealofly improve the time, which God 
in his long-fuffering hath lengthened out to you, 
in working out the falvation of thy foul. Have 
you fo long been loading the patience of God 
with your lias ? have you many a day been 
grieving his holy Spirit, by trifling away your 
time, flighting his motions, and venturing on 
flns againll light? O then, beware of burdening 
his patience any more; but diligently hearken 
to every motion of God's Spirit, and of your 
own confcience, for the time to come. You 
have much work to do, and but little time to do 
it in; therefore lay hold on every opportunity 
for carrying it on. The confideration of the 
much time you have already loft and mil pent, 
fhould make you the more diligent in what re- 
maineth. How much of it have you loft in 
youth? how much in ignorance ? how much in 
negligence? how much in worldlinels? how much 
in paftimes ? how much in idle words? how 
much in actual fins and provocations agaii,ft God? 
and now it may be near the evening of your day. 
And will you not fpend the evening (which God 
is mercifully lengthening out) with extraordi- 
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nary care and diligence? If a traveller lofe the 
beginning of the day, he muft travel the falter 
in the evening, otherwife he may fall fhoit of 
his jonrney, and have his lodging to feck when 
night comes. Paul had mifpent much of the 
beginning of his life; and this confideration 
(wiien his eyes were opened) did ftir him up to 
be the more diligent in the fervice of God, fa 
that he was more zealous than any of the reft 
of the apoftlcs. O man, follow his example, and 
trifle no longer in the work of God. Art thou 
not convinced thou haft ftjuandred away enough 
of this precious treafure of time already? And 
wilt thou alfo milpend and throw aw;y the little 
that remains ? Oh 1 be not fo foolifh. 

III. Be careful to raze all fall a foundations, 
and build your hopes of falvation, upon the 
only fare rock, Jefus Chrift. Let it not difeour- 
age thee to dig to the foundation, that fo much 
of thy day is loft; for it is better to do it late than 
never. Remember how miferable is the con- 
dition of that houfe which is built upon the fand, 
Matth. vii. 27. ‘k For when the flood comes, 
and the ftorm arifeth, and beats upon it, great 
and difinal will the fall of that houfe be.” Do 
not build your hopes of heaven upon God’s ab- 
folute mercy, upon your convictions, upon your 
freedom from grofs lins, upon your prayers or 
tears, upon your morality and juft dealings with 
men: though thefe be neceflary and excellent in 
themfelves, yet they are f.ille foundations for 
to build the hopes of your juftification and fal- 
vation upon, feeing they are wholly infufficient 

P3 
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to bear fuch a weight. However much thefe 
things have been efteemed and valued by you 
formerly, in the matter of juftification; yet if 
you refolve to be a wife builder, you will let 
them all now go, yea, count them all but lofs and 
clung, that you may win Chrift, (our only hope) 
build on him alone, and be found in him, not 
having on your own i ighteoufnefs, which is but 
filthy rags. 

Well then, raze and tear up every falfe foun- 
dation, did deep, till you win to the rock Chrift. 
Dig deep into the holy law and nature of God; 
dig till you fee the infinite ftridtnefs of divine 
juftice, the unfpeakable evil that is in fin, the 
hidden vilenefs and abominations of the heart, 
your own inability to do any thing for your help 
and relief. Dig yet further, till you fee the 
infinite fulncfs and freenefs of God’s grace in 
Jefus Chrifi:, that fuitable remedy that anfwers 
ail a poor finner needs. Dig deep, anddig on, till 
you win to this rock; let your cry be fiill to 
God, Lord, lead me to the rock Chrfl, and his 
all-fufficient righteoufnefs only. Act faith upon 
this rock, rely on it, build all your hopes on it, 
and fay, “ This is my refl for ever, here will I 
dwell, for 1 have defired it. Lord, the defire 
of my foul is only to Chrifi:, and to the remem- 
brance of his name. His name is as ointment 
poured foith;thereforedothevirginslove him.’' 

IV. If you would rightly improve the fparing 
mercy and goodnefs of God, let it lead you to 
repentance and reformation of life. Turn from 
all thefe fins, whether of omilfion or commif- 
lion, now in the day of health, which con- 
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) fcience challenged you for in the time of 
I fickncfs. Mind Chrift’s caution and warning to 
I healed finners, John v. 14. “Behold thou art 
I- made whole; fin no more, left a worle thing be- 
J fal thee.” O let fin die with thy ficknefs; and 

do not relapfe into thy former Itcurity and fin- 
ful ways. Beware of returning with the dog 
to thy vomit, and like the low that is walked, 
to the wallowing again in the mire of thy former 
fins and uncleannefles; left being entangled and 
overcome again with the filthinels which thou 
now haft efcaped, thy latter end prove worle 

j than thy beginning. 
LaJUy, And to fum up all I Ihall fay in this 

chater, be careful to re deem time, and attive 
in providing for an eternal ftate. O prize 
and value the mercy of health and ftrength 
more than ever. Sympathize with thefe who 
arc ftill lying on fick-beds, and under languilh- 
ing diftempers ; negle<ft not to pity and pray 
for them. Remember the deftreffed cafe you 
were in yourlelvcs, when you had no reft 
in your hones, when wearifome nights were 
appointed to you, and you were fifti of toflings 
to the dawning of the day. Confidcr how flip- 
pery is your (landing. Though the late ftorm 
of trouble be over, yet the clouds will return 
after rain. 

CHAP. VII. 
Contabiing directions to thofe feck per fans, ’who 

are apparently in a dying condition, and draw- 
ing near to another world. 

IH A VE already, in thefirft, third, and fourth 
chapters, given fevcral directions concern- 
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ing our fubmilfion to the will of God, making 
preparation for death, calling for minillers, 
edifying others by, our difcourfe, fettling our 
worldly affdrs, &c. which are very proper for 
dying perfons; and therefore 1 fliall not repeat 
them, but proceed to fpeak of other things. 
Only let me add this word if you have hitherto 
negletted to make your wills, fettle your world- ■* 
ly affairs, fend for minifters to difcourfe with, 
and pray over you; delay it no longer, but do | 
it fpeedily, while you have the ufe of your j 
reafon and underftanding. And what 1 have 
more to fay, take it in the following directions. 
DlRiECT. I. Confidcr when death Jiares you in 

the face, that now is the time, if ever, to exert 
the utmoji activity in preparing to meet with it. 

AL AS, it is to be regretted that themoft part 
of men negleft their fouls, mifpend their 

life, mifimprove their health, and leave undone 
the work for which they were created, prefer- 
ved, and enjoyed the gofpel. Surely a near 
profpeft of death and judgment cannot but be 
uneafy to fuch perfons. What a melancholy 
thought mull it be for a dying man, “Oh! ( 
had all my time given me to make preparation 
for endlefs eternity: and alas, I never minded 
it till now, that I muft leave the ftage of this 
world. Is there any hope for fuch a carelefs 
and miferable Gnner?” I acknowledge the cafe 
is fad, but yet it is not remedilefs nor dd'perate; 
feeing there is a facrifice provided for your fins, 
and there is an all-fufficient Saviour in your offer, 



i MAN'S COMPANION. 177 
Who never did call out any humbled foul, that 
came to him for mercy You have great rea- 
fon indeed to abhor and condemn yourfelf be- 
fore God, for your fin and folly; yet defpair 
not, but believe, whatever be your fins, your 
dangers, your fears, and temptations, that Jel'us 

■ Chrift is both able and willing to fave to the 
uttermofl: all that come to God by him ; and 
that his grace aboundeth more than your fin 
aboundeth. O how glad would devils and 
damned fouls in hell be, if they were but in 
your cafe, and had your offers and hopes ! how 
diligently would they improve the time of 
mercy ! O be perfuaded then to fpend the little 
time that now remains with the utmefi: care, in 
making penitent confdfion of fin to God, and 
applying the blood-of Chrift for pardon. Nay, 
even the beft of God’s people have need to be 
diligent at this time, in making attual prepara- 
tion for dying. God is now faying to you, as 
Jofliuah did to the Ifraelites, Jofh. i.i i. “ Pre- 
pare you victuals, for within three days ye fhall 
pafs over this Jordan, to go in to peflefs the 
land which the Lord your God giveth you.” 
.Lay in provifion for your palling over this Jor- 
dan of death: you know not how rough the pal- 
fage may be. 

I (hall give fome motives to prefs this dili- 
gent anti active preparation; and therefore con- 
fider, 

iy?, The (liort time of your life that remains 
is all the time you have for working out your 
falvation. What you do for attaining heaven, 
and avoiding hell, mud be done now or never; 
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for there is no work nor device in the grave 
whither thou gocft, nor is there any coming 
back to this world to amend what hath been 
amils. Dying is a thing you cannot get a trial 
of, it is what you can only do once, and no 
more, Heb. ix. 27 

idly, Be diligent now; for as foon as death 
gets commiifion to cut you off, it will execute 
it: it will not fpare youT nor allow you one 
minute more time to prepare for eternity. The 
molt mercilefs enemies have fometimes been 
overcome by the prayers and tears of fuch as 
on their knees do beg a little more time to 
prepare for another world; and do hearken to 
their requelts: but this enemy, death, will not 
grant one moment’s refpite. 

%dly, Confider that your eternal flate and 
condition will be according to the ftate in 
which you die. Death will open the doors 
either of heaven or hell to you, in one of which 
you lhall take up your eternal abode. As the 
tree falls at death, fo will it lie through eternity. 

Afthly, Confider what a ferious and awful mat- 
ter it is to die, and go into another world, for 
then you will have immediately to do with God 
your judge; there will be no vail then betwixt 
him and your foul. You will then enter into 
a world of fpirits, wherewith you are fo little 
acquainted: you are frighted now to go into a 
room alone, that is faid to be haunted by a fpi- 
rit; how frightful then muft the cafe of thofe 
be, who are hurried into a world of fpirits, not 
knowing but devils muft be their companions 
for ever! Surely then it is your intereft to give 
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13 all diligence now, to make your acquaintance 
i’ with the Lord of that world, before you enter 
fj into it. 

$thly. Put forth thy utmoft a£Hvity for thy 
(foul now; for, to be fure, Satan will put forth 

his utmoft againft it. If thou be in a Chriftlefs 
ftate at this time, he will ufe all his efforts and 
ftratagems to keep thee from Chrift; either by 
flattering thee that thy ftate is good, thereby to 

! lull thee i-fleep in fin and fecurity; or by telling 
thee, it is out of time to help matters with thee, 

! thereby to drive you into defpair. The devil 
will leave no method unattempted to ruin thy 
foul, when death is near: for he knows his time 
is (hort; and if he catch not the foul then, he 
will never get it: and neither can he hurt it 
hereafter; for if once it enter heaven, he can 
trouble it no more. 

If thou art a believer in Chrift, Satan thy 
malicious enemy will not fail to attack thee, at 
this time, with all his might; for though he may 
know he cannot keep thee out of heaven, yet 
he will labour to render thy paffage towards it, 
as dark, tempefluous., and uncomfortable as 
poffibly he can. But it is the believer’s hap- 
pinels, this cruel enemy is under a ftrong chain, 
and cannot do all lie would; for Jefus Ch; ill is 
the good fliepherd that hath undertaken for all 
his Iheep. Neverthelefs, by his wife permiffion, 
this adverfary may fometimes give great dil- 
turbance to a dying‘faint; which calls thee to 
the greateft diligence and watchfulnefs at this 
time. It is the oblervation of one, that as the 
devil is moft bufy at the conclufion of a duty, as 
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of prayer, that the Chriflian may be moft: dif- 
turbed and diftrafted, when he is to dole up all 
in the name of Chrift, and fo all his delires be 
fj uftrated: fo he is moft bufy in the conclufion 
of our days, and when death is at hand, feeking 
by temptations, diftratftions, and falfe imagina- 
tions, to do us all the mifehief he can, and all 
becaufe he knoweth his time is Ihort; according 
to that word, llev. xii 12. “ The devil is 
come down, having great wrath, becaufe he 
knoweth that he hath but a Ihort time ” He 
may fitly be called, the molf of the evening, 
mentioned in Jer. v. 6. in regard he comes 
forth moft fiercely in the evening of mens lives, 
to let upon their precious fouls. Yea, fo bufy 
is he fometimes with believers under danger- 
ous licknefs, feeking to overthrow their faith 
and aflurance, that it is the obfervation of a 
good man. that he feldom feeth a fiek faint, 
followed dole with temptations, recover of that 
ficknefs; for Satan, knowing he hath but little 
time, proves as uneafy to him as he can. Hence 
that great man of God, Mr Knox faid, when he 
came to die; u In my lifetime, the devil temp- 
ted me to defpair. calling my fins in my teeth; 
but now, in my ficknefs, he tells me, I have 
been faithful in the miniftry, and fo have merit- 
ed heaven : but bleffed be God, who brought 
thefe texts into my mind. Not 1, but the grace 
of God ip me: What haft thou that thou haft, 
not receivedThe children of Ifrael had 
never fuch hot work from their enemies, as 
when they juft came to enter into the promif- 
ed land. 
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What need then haft thou, O believer, to be 

diligent in thy preparations on a dying bed to 
quicken grace, put forth thy utmoft ftreagth, 
bring all the aflillance thou canft from the Cap- 
tain of thy falvation, when thou haft fuch a 
cruel enemy to encounter with! Now is the 
time for action, though yet it will be your wi£- 
dom to leave as little to be done at this time 
as polfible. 
Direct. 111. Continue to the lajl in the exercife 

of true repentance and humiliation for fin. 
"pOffidonius, who wrote the life of Auguftine, 

faith, that he heard him often fay in his 
health that repentance was the fitteft difpofition 
both for dying Chriftians and minifters; and for 
himfelf, that he died with tears in his eyes, 
weeping for fin. When death approacheth near- 
eft, we fhould thus ftir up ourfelves to give fin 
the moft deadly blow of any we have given it 
all our life. As it is moft laudable to die for- 
giving finners that have wronged us, fo alfo 
taking revenge upon fin that hath injured a 
gracious God. The apoflle tells us, 2 Cor. vii. 
11. that indignation and revenge attend true re- 
pentance. Wherefore, as Samuel took ven- 
geance on Agag a little before his death, and 
Mofes (at God’s command) avenged the chil- 
dren of Ifrael of the Midianites juft before he 
was gathered to his people, Num. xxxi. i. and 
dying Samfon gave the moft fatal blow to the 
Phiiiftines of any he had given them before; 
fo a dying Chriftian fiiould take the fevered re- 
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venge on fin at laft, which hath fo oft through 
his life difhonoured God, pierced Chrifi:, and 
grieved his holy Spirit. It is the lafi: oppor- 
tunity you will have to ftiew your indignation 
at it, and therefore do it effectually. 

Again, confider it is old fins unmourred for, 
that many times keep believers fornuch in the 
dark, when they come to die. Thefe do raife 
many thick clouds ^bout their evening-fun, and 
hinder them from going off the ftage with fuch 
comfortable affurance of God’s love as other- 
wife they might attain to. Thefe did very 
niuch hinder Job’s peace and Settlement, in the 
day of affliction, as he complains, Job xiii .26. il He mikes me to poffcfs the iniquities of my 
youth.” It is a fad thing when young fins 
and old bones meet together. O that young 
people would mind this in time! you are do- 
ing that now which will abide with you to age, 
if not to eternity. Sin muit be bitter Lome 
time or other, for God calls it a root that bears 
•gall and wormwood, Dent, xxix 18. Ifrael 
could not have peace nor fuccefs while there was 
an Achan in the camp; fo neither can you have 
confolation or affurance while any fin lies unr 
reckoned for in the confcience. Make a 
thorough fearch then into old fins, and mourn 
over them. We find Paul frequently calling 
oyer the fins of his life, and even thefe he was 
guilty of before converfion; u 1 'va5 injurious, 
a blafphemer,” &c. whereby be maintained 
much inward peace and confolation. Be oft look- 
ing back to old fins, with inward forrow and 
faith in Chrifi’s blood, if you would have 3 
death-bed eafy and loft to yon. 
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r>i R ect . Ilf. Be mindful of all ads ofjuflice and 
charity, which may be incumbent upon you at 
this time, 

IT is great wifdom in men to fettle theiif 
worldly affairs in the time of health, that fo 

their minds may be free for ipirkual exercifes, 
and not difturbed with earthly cares and bufi- 
nefs when they come to a dying-bed; but if this 
hath been neglcfted hitherto, it muff not be 
omitted now l have given dire&ions about it, 
chap. I. dire&. 6. fo that I fliall fay little here; 
only be careful to do juftice to every man, as 
much as in you lieth; and particularly, 1. By 
making a juft and rational provifion for your 
wife and children. 2. By ordering payment of 
all your juft debts, without defrauding any of 
your lawful creditors. 3. By making reftitu- 
tion, in cafe you have wronged any man. If 
juilice be not done in thefe matters, how can 
your fouls be dilburdened of guilt? 

In the next place, forget not the atts of 
charity* which God requites of all the profef- 
lors of the gofpel. 

iy?, Seek reconciliaton with your neighbours, 
where any difference or miftakes have fallen in; 
that fo you may die in peace and charity with 
all about you. 

idly. Be ready from the heart to forgive 
thefe that have done you any wrong. If the 
natural fun (hould not go down upon our wrath, 
much lefsfhould the fun of our lives. If you car- 
ry an unforgiving fpirit with you, into another 
world, how can you expert to meet with a for- 
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giving God there; when he hath exprefly 
declared, Matth. vi. 15. “ If ye forgive not 
men their trefpafles, neither will your Father ! 
forgive your trefpafles?” O then, imitate your 
glorious Saviour, and his martyr Stephen, who 
at their death begged mercy from God, for, ; 
thole that mortally heated them, Luke xxiii. 34. 
Afts vii. 60. 

If the Lord hath given you fubflance, 
honour the Lord with it, by leaving fome part of 
it to the poor, and to pious ufes. I have prefled 
this once and again before; but I mention it fre-r 
quently, becaufe it is much forgotten by dying 
perfons in our age. Remember, it is not left ar- 
bitrary to you to give or not, as you pleafe: no, 
for God doth charge it upon you as a duty, yea, a 
debt that you owe him, 1 Tim vi. 17,18.“Charge 
them that are rich in this world,that they do 
good, be rich in good work?, ready to diftribute.” 
And he pronounceth them bleflcd who confider 
the poor, Pfal. xli. i. I grant that people are 
not to leave all their works of charity to a 
death-bed; thefe fhould alfo be minded in our 
lifetime, fo as to make our own hands our ex- 
ecutors, and our own eyes our overfeers of our 
charitable projects : but furely it is a proper 
feafon for (hewing charity to God’s poor, when 
we are leaving them, and cannot have occafion 
for (hewing it more. Remember what is re- 
corded of Dorcas after her death, A&s ix 36. 
that (he was a woman full of good works and 
alms-deads. And her friends, verf. 39. (hewed 
the effedls of her charity to Peter after her 
death. All which is written for our example 
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find admonition, that we may be rich in ffich 
good works, that our friends may have them 
to (how after our death. Surely it is a fign 
of the degeneracy of this age, and that religion 
is on the declining hand, when people generally 
fall fo fhort of the zeal and piety of their fa- 
thers in his matter. 

/\thly. It would be a commendable work of 
charity in dying perfons, to be giving many 
good counfels to their relations and children, and 
to be putting many fervent prayers to God for 
them. So Cbrift, when near to death, commit- 
ted his fpiritual childi en to his Father, and ear- 
neftly begged his protection and care of them, 
John xvii. U. 14 I am no more in the world, 
but thefe are in the world keep them through 
thy name, keep them from the evil,” drr. 
In like manner, cry to God for your children: 
“ Lord, thou haft gracioufty given them to 
me, I now reftorc them back to thee.—- 
They are born to me once, O that thqy may 
be born to thee a fecond time! I afn leaving 
them in the midft of fnares and temptations, 
O that it may be their happinefs to be the 
preferved in Chrift Jefus ! Keep them by thy 
power through faith unto lalvation. O take 
them within the bond of thy covenant, and 
be thou their Father, to proteCl, direCt, and 
provide for them. Give them a name in thy 
houle better than of fons and daughters, that I 
may meet with them at thy right hand with 
evei lading joy.” ' 

Laflly, Be iuitably concerned alfo for the 
whole church of Chrift, and efpecially for thd'e 

£3 
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that are in affli&ion, that God may loofe their : 
bonds, fend them liberty and profperity in his 
due time, “ Do good in thy good pleafure unto 
Zion, build up the walls of thy Jerufalem. 1 
Peace be within her walls, and profperity with- i; 
in her palaces." 
Dia ect. IV. Labour what you can to overcome 1 

' the love of life, and fears of death : that you ^ 
may attain to willingnefs to die, and leave the 
world when God calleth you to it. 

IT is no wonder that a wicked man, or one 
that hath no intereft in Chrifl, be unwilling 

to die: why; he is affrighted with the guilt of 
pah: fins, and the fears of future torments; and 
it is impoflible to be rid of thefe till he become 
a true believer in Chrifi. No man hath ground 
to welcome death but the believer; yet it is to 
be regretted, that fo many of them fhould ap- J 
pear unwilling to leave this world, which is 
nothing to them but a wiklernefs and weary 
land. Lot’s foul was vexed and troubled in 
Sodom, and yet he was loth to leave it; fo fome 
believers, when called to leave a vexing world, 
do fhew much hankering towards it, and linger 
behind-. This proceeds partly from nature, 
which dreads a diffulution, and partly from the 
weaknefs of grace. But O let all God’s chil- 
dren labour to overcome this averfion, and go 
forth to meet death half-way, and bid it wel- 
come. And for their help in this matter, I ftiali 
lay before them the following arguments. 

ifl Confider how little reafon a believer hath 
•\ ‘ .. . ^ J 
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to be much in love with this prcfent life. 1. It is 
a finful life; fin dwells in your nature, breaks 
out in your life, and pollutes all your duties. 
How oft have youg roaned under this burden? 
and fiiould you not be glad to be eternally de- 
livered from it? 2. It is a life of difeafes and 
infirmities; and flrould you not be willing to be 

! cured of them all at once ? 3. It is a life of temp- 
!; tation, Satan is fiill harafling thee; and fhould 
I you not be dcfirous to be out of his reach? 
I *4. It is a life of perfecutions from the wicked: 
] they hate, reproach, and injure you many way: 
i and is it not defin able to be, u where the wick- 
' ed ceafe from, troubling, and the weary be at 
I reft?” 5. It is a life of clouds and darknefs; 
[ your fun is often vailed, and your evidences ob- 

Icured, which occafions many bitter complaints; 
and ftiould you not defire that time, when the 
day fhall break, and all flradows fly away? 6. It 
is a life of calamities and fears: it is like a ftor- 
my fiea, where one wave rolls upon the back of 
another; and when one calamity is paft, we 
many times fear a greater is coming; and fome- 
times the heavens turn fo black and gloomy, 
that we fear a hurricane of judgments is ready 
to blow; and ftiould you not blefs God,, when 
he comeS by death to houfe your fouls, and let 
you out of harm’s way? It is in mercy that God 
takes away the righteous fron the evil to come, 
Ifa. Ivii.i. So dealt he with Jofiah, 2 Kings 
xxii. 20. “ I will gather thee to thy fathers, 
and thou fhalt be put into thy grave in peace, 
and thine eyes fhall not fee all the evil which 
I ftiall bring upon this place.’’ 80 it is obferv- 
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able, that Methufelah died the very yeaf 
before the flood; Augufline a little before the 
facking of Hippo; Pareus juft before the taking 
of Heidelberg. Luthep obfervs, that all the 
apoflles died before the deftruftion of Jerufa* 
lem. And Luther himfelf died before the 
bloody wars broke out in Germany. Thus God 
frequently hides his people from the tempta- 
tions and troubles that are coming on the earth. 
Why; he fees many of them not in cafe to en. 
dure them; and therefore, he in mercy takes 
them away from a tempting and finning worldf to a land of holinefs and reft. While we are 
here, we live in a world that lies in wickednefis; 
every fenfe of the body betrays the foul into finj 
the poor foul can fcarce look out at the eye, 
and not be infetted; nor hear by the ear, and 
not be diftJ'afted; nor fmell at the noftrils, 
and not be tainted; nor tafte by the tongue, and 
not be allured; nor touch by the hand, and not 
be defiled. 

O believer, what is this life that thou art fo 
fond of; it is but a living death, or a dying life. 
It is full of grief for things paft, full of labour 
for things prefent, and full of fears for things 
future. The firfi: part of our life is {pent in 
folly; the middle part is overwhelmed with 
cares: and the latter part of it is burdened with 
infirmities and age. And what gain we by the 
prolonging of this life? nothing but to do more 
evil, fee more evil, and fuffer more evil. And 
fhould a Chriftian i>e u’hwilling to be rid of 
thofe grievances? 

idlyi Conftder that dying is appointed as the 
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J way, and the only way, to glory: there is no 

way to enter the promifed land, but by eroding 
the Jordan of death. And (hould not aftranger 
defire to be at home with his friends, though 

I he hath a rough way and ftormy fea to pafs? 
Is there any home like heaven, where your in- 
comparable friend Chrifi: is ? O what a happi- 
nefs is it to be with Chrift, and to fee him as he 
is ? how happy do you think Peter, James, and 
John were, in being taken up to mount Tabor, 
to be eye-witnefles of their Saviour's tranl- 
figuration ? but, O believer, death procures a 
greater happinefs to you ; it ufhers you to 
mount Zion, where you fhall not only fee your 
Saviour whiter than the fnow, and brighter 
than the fun, but yourfelf transfigured with 
him, made like him, and eternally fecured of his 
prefence. The three apoflles law but two pro- 
phets; but you lhallTee all the prohets, all the 
apoftles, all the patriarchs, all the martyrs, 
all the holy perfons you once converfed with on 
earth, and in general all the faints in heaven, 

>^each of them finning as the fun; and how fweet 
will their company be? O how foon will the 
trifles of the world evanilh, and all its pleafures 
be forgot, when once the believer gets a view 
of that captivating glory above! When the 
Ihepherds heard but fome few notes of the an- 
gels fongs, who praifed God at the nativity of 
our Saviour, they prefently left their flocks, 
and ran to Bethlehem to behold the child Jefiis 
lying in the manger; but much more caufe hath 
a believer to leave all the pleafures of the 
world; and run to behold an exalted Jefus fitting 
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on the throne of his glory, with all his faints 
and angels ftnging praifes around him. 

If Cato and Cleombrotus, two Heathens, after J 
reading Plato's book of the immortality of the 
foul, did voluntarily, the one fall on his fvvorrf, ji 
the other break his neck from a precipice, that I 
they might the fooner come (as they fancied) 
to partake of thefe joys} what a fbame is it for 
Chriftians, who have a far furer and clearer 
dilcovery of thefe things from God’s own book, 
to be found unwilling to enter into thefe hea- 
venly joys, when their blcffed Redeemer calls 
for them thither? 

Confider how willing Chrift was to come 
from heaven to earth for you; anti ihould you 
be unwilling to remove from earth to heaven 
for him? yea, for yourfelves, for the gain is 
yours? O did Chrift aflume your nature, become 
obedient to death, and purchafe an inherit j 
tance for you with his blood; and wil! you be 
backward to go and take pofTdlion of it? O for 
a Chrift-like obedience at death 1 

Lajlly^ Confider what a reproach is caft on 
ChrifHanity, by a believer’s imwillingficfs to die. 
For Chriftians to pray, ahd fpeak much ofChrift, 
of heaven and glory, and yet be unwilling to 
enter into that glory ; what is it but a milheliev- 
ing of God, and a tempting of ftrangers to think 
there is no reality in religion? 

“ Since death is not cafy to grapple 
with, how fhall l attain to this bleffed difpofi* 
tion, a willignefs to die ? 

Anf. \Jl, Be frequently putting forth the adts 
of faith upon the righteoufnefs of Chrifl; and 
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| beHeyc that ChriH: died to bring in a perfect 
1 righteoulhefs for believers, that they all might 
J be complete in him. Now, why fliould a be- 
l liever be afraid to appear before God inChrift’s 
: righteoufneis, which is fo pleafing and accepta- 

ble to him? Key. xiv. 4, J they are laid to be 
“ without fault before the throne of God ” If 
a believer were to appear before God in his 
own righteoufnefs, clothed with his own duties 
and performances, it would be dreadful to think 
of dying j but to have the white garment of an 
cider brother to put on, gives another wiew 
of death Alas, it is our neglefting the daily ex- 
crcife of faith in the righteoufnefs of Chi ill, 
that makes the thoughts of death fo unwelcome. 

2rf/y, When you attain to peace and recon- 
ciliation with God, labour to prefenve it Be 

I ftating and clearing counts with God every day, 
and watch againd thefe fins that wound con- 
fcience, walie comfort, and grieve the Spi- 
rit of adoption. When we think God is dif- 
pleafed with us, we will fie afraid of going to 
him. 

3d/y, Study to be more denied to the enjoy- 
pients of this life, and to ufe them with a holy 
indifferency; otherwife there will be an unwil- 
lingncfs to leave thefe things. 

/{thly. Labour to be deeply fenfible of the 
burden of indwelling fin and corruption, and 
the workings thereof in your hearts; and this 
will make the thoughts of death welcome, bc- 
caufe it eternally delivers you from it. 

$thly. Seek further difeoveries of the lovc- 
lineis of Chrill, and the daily exercife and in- 
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creafc of your fouFs love to him; for it is the l 
nature of love to long after communion with p 
the perfon that we love. 

6thly, Make death familiar to you, by the u 
frequent forethoughts of it. Retire oft from ! 
the world to think of dying, when you are in 
beft health. j 

Ithly. Be much taken up in the fweet employ- 
ment of praifing God, and exalting the worthy | 
Lamb that was {lain; and this will incline you I 
to be there, where this is the continual work. 

Lajlly, Be oft thinking of thefe warnings and 
forerunners of death, which God (ends to wean 
your heart from the love of life, and difpofe you 
to a willingnefsto die. For this end, God fends 
manifold difeafes, pains, infirmities, wants, 
ftraits, Ioffes, crolfes, difappointments, dre. 
And in a fpecial manner, let old people view 
the forerunners and harbingers of death, which 
God fends to prepare his way: fuch as the de^ 
cays and infirmities of old age, which vve have 
elegantly deferibed in figurative expreffions, 
Ecclef. xii. 2. “ Then the light of the fun, 
moon, and ftars {hall be darkenedi.e. in old 
perfons, the intelleftual powers and faculties, 
which are as lights in the foul, fliall be weaken- 
ed. And then do “ the clouds return after 
rain;” /. <?. their diflempers are frequent, like 
a continual dropping in a very rainy day; and 
the ending of one is but the beginning of ano^- 
ther.—Verf. 3. u Then the keepers of the 
houfe do tremble;” i. e. the head and hands, 
which were employed for the prefervation of 
the body, do {hake.-~uThe ftrong men bow 
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J themfelves;” /. e. the legs and thighs, which 
s are the pillars of the houfe, become weak and 

feeble. — •k The grinders ceafe, becaufe they 
are few;” e. the teeth, which like the upper 
and nether miiflone, do grind our meat, and 
prepare it for concoftion, then ccafe to do their 
part.—“ Thole that look out of the windows 

; are dark nod;” /. <?» the eyes wax dim, whereby 
God calls us to turn them away from beholding 
vanity, and to look after the things that arc not 

j feen.—Verfe 4. “ The daughters of mufic are 
j brought low;” /. <?. they have neither voice 
j nor ears; they can neither ling themfelves, nor 

take pleafure in the voice of Tinging men or 
women. Then death pulls us, as it weie by 

[ the ear, to think on the mufic above.—Verf.5. 
[ “ The almond-tree flourilheth;” /. e. the hair 

grows white, like the almond-tree in the blol- 
fom. And as the outward parts of the body 
do weaken and decay, fo alfo do the inward 
p;rts thereof: therefore it is laid, Veif. 6, 
“• The (i!ver cord (lull be loofed, the golden 
bowl bioken, the pitcher broken at the foun- : tain, and the wheel broken at tlve ciftern;" 
i. e. the filvcr cord of the finews is loofed, 
which carries the faculty of fenfc and motion 

1 from the head, through the body. The head, 
which like a golden bowl or box, contains the 
brain, that is the fountain of fenfe and motion, 
through age is broken, and turns crazy. The 
many pitchers of the veins, which carry the 
nourifliing blood from the well to the liver unto 
each part of the body, become like broken vef- 
1 els. And the wheel of the aitcries, which con- 

R 
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vcy the vital fpirits from the heart to the feve- 
ral members,for quickening them, begin to turn 
faint and languid. All thefe things do warn old 
perfons to take their affedtionsoff time’s things, 
and fet them upon things above, that they may 
be helped to fay, we “ defire to depart, and to 
be with ChrifL” 

But after all, fome believers will have objec- 
tions againft willingnefs to die, fome whereof 
I fhall confider. 

Object. I. “ I am threatned to be cut off in 
the flower of mine age.” 

Anfej. Inftead of fretting on this account, 
you ought rather to adore and praife a gracious 
God, that is willing to bellow the reward of the 
whole day upon thee, who haft only laboured 
fome hours of it. Praife him, that is willing to 
take you fo foonhome; whereby you will pre- 
vent much fin and forrow in the world. 

Object. 11. “ 1 have houfes and lands, and a 
comfortable dwelling on the earth.” 

Anfw. Thefe are only needful in your paf- 
fage through the world; above there is no ufe 
for thefe comforts. There God provideth man- 
fions for his people a thoufund times more com- 
fortable. John xiv.2. 2 Cor.v. t. Surely houfes 
of God’s building, and of Chrift's furnifhing, 
are preferable to the cottages built by mens 
hands 

Object. III. <l But I am loth to leave God’s 
ordinances, and the fweet communion I have 
had with him therein.” 

Artfw, Above there will be no need of ordi- 
nances, facraments, Bibks, or minifters; for 
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the Lamb will be the light of the heavenly 
temple, and all hid things in religion will be 
difcovered in Chrih’s face. There you will ce- 
lebrate an eternal Sabbath, drink the fruit of 
the vine new with Chrift, be ever with the 
Lord, without any cloud or interruption of 
your communion with him. Is it any lofs to 
be taken from the Ihallow ftreams, and fet by 
the fountain that is ever full and running over? 

Objefi. IV. “ 1 am loth to leave the com- 
pany of godly friends and relations.” 

Anfw. Death will take you to your friend 
ChrifL that is far better than them all. And for 
one friend you lofe upon earth, you fhall find 
an hundred in heaven; and thefe godly relations 
you leave here, you fhall foon meet with them 
again there; where you will have far fweeter 
communion than poflibly you can have upon 
earth with them, or the beft of men, who, while 
here, have feveral infirmities and paflions, that 
many times make their converfe uncomfortable. 

Object. V. 41 But 1 would fain fee the glory 
of Zion upon earth, when God’s promifes to 
her fhall be accomplifhed.” 

Anpw. So Mofes would fain have feen Ifrael’s 
happinefs in the promifed land : but his dying I 
in the firm belief of God’s fulfilling all his pro- 1 
mifes to them there, was more acceptable to 
God, than his beholding the performance. And 
the glory of the church militant is a fight no- 
thing comparable to that of the church tri- 
umphant above. 

R 2 
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Objeft. VI. “ But I would incline to ftay to 

do God more fervice in his church below, 
whole necelfities are clamant.” 

sUnfw. 1. You will not want opportunity for 
ferving and glorifying God above, and where 
you will be in far better cafe for it. Here our | 
hearts are oft out of tune for God’s work, and i 
we are forced to hang our harps upon the wil- 
lows; but above there are no willows to hang f 
them on; no faint there will ever complain of 
any indifpofition ofheart or tongue. 

saTy, God knows the necelfities of his church, ! 
and is more concerned for them than thou canll 
be; and it is eafy for him to raife up inftruments 

'to carry on his work when thou art gone. 
Objett, VII. “• I am afraid of the pain and 

pangs of death. The thoughts of thefe make 
me Ihrink back.” 

*rlnfw. \Ji. Many die without much fecm- ! 
ing fenfe of pain, and it is probable have lefs I 
pain at the hour of death, than they have felt 
under feveral former difeafes. 

idly. If they be fharp, they are foon over; 
and each pang of death will fet fin a ftep near- 
er the door, and thy foul a Hep nearer home: 
and therefore it becometh a Chriftian to die 
cheerfully, and to be glad when he can find the 
grave. 

Now, what i have faid in this chapter is to j 
the believing foul : for it is no wonder though ! 

the fouls of the ungodly, at death, Ihrink back 
into the body, and tremble to go forth, when 
they can have no profpe& of any better lodg- 
ing than utter darknefs. 
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DlR ECT. V. Study to imitate the ancient ’wor- 

thies, by dying in faith. 
THIS was the character and epitaph of t;ie 

Old Teftament faints, Heb xi. 13. u Thefe 
all died in faith.” As they had lived by faith, 
fo they died in faith. They not only continued 
true believers to the lad, dying in the date of 
faith, but they died in theexercife of faith alfo. 
Now, the exercife of faith in dying includes 
feveral things, worthy to be imitated by all dy- 

j ing believers. 
1/?, An open and proftdld adherance to the 

doftrine of faith, and truths of Chridianity. 
This faith all Chridians diouh! zcaloudy own 
in the view of death, and perfevere in it to 

/ the lad without wavering. This would be to 
die like martyrs, though we die in our beds. 
How dedfadly did old Polycarp adhere to Chi ld: 
and his truths to the lad, and fo died in faith! 
When lie was urged by the proconful to deny 
Chrid, he anfwered, “ Thefe fourfcore and 
fix years havel ferved him, and he never once 
offended me: and how (hall I now deny him:” 

“idly. Dying in faith imports an inward, 
hearty, and firm belief of the fundamental arti- 
cles of theChridian faith; and improving them 
fo, as to make them the foundation of our 
comfort and hope at the hour of death. As for 
indance, we mud yield our departing fouls, in 
the firm belief of their living and cxiding in a 
feparate condition after this life, and of that 
future date of blelfednefs and red which God 
hath prepared for all believers. Again, we mud 

11 3 
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cTifaiifs the body to the grave, in a firm belief 1 
and hope of a joyful refurreftion at the laft day. 
Tims that holy man Job both lived and died in 
faith, Job xix 25, 26. I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and that he fhall ftand at thelat- 
ter day upon the earth. And though after my 
fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my flefh 
I fhall fee God.” A Chriftian then dies in faith, 
when he believes thefe truths fo, as cheerfully 
to obey God’s call, and venture into the invifible 
world, upon the teflimony which God hath gi- 
ven concerning it; as Abraham did in going out 
to an unknown land, Ileb. xi. 8. “ By faith 
Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he fhould after receive for an in- 
heritance, obeyed; and he went out, not know- 
ing whether he went.” 

gd/y, The believer dies in faith, when he 
makes frefti application to Chrift as his only 
hope and Saviour, takes him in his arms of 
faith, as old Simeon did before his death, lay- 
ing, “ In the Lord Chrift 1 have 1'ighteou(heis 
and flrength;” though I have neither righteouf- 
nefs nor flrength in myfelf, yet 1 have both in 
him, my blefled Surety and Redeemer. We 
have many tiles for faith in Chi id at the hour 
death. By faith we mud depend upon Chrid’s 
blood for making atonement, and wafhing away 
the guilt of all our bypad fins. By faith we ; 
mud put on the righteoufnefs of Chrift; for co- 
vering our naked fouls, when they are to ap- 
pear and ftand before God. By faith we mud 
rely on Chrift for drength to fuffer pain, refill 
temptations, and conquer death and all our ene- 
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mies. By faith we muft look to Chrift as our 
leader, and trull him for our fafe condu£t 
through the dark valley of death, and for fafe 
landing on the Ihore of glory. 

^M/y, The believer dies in faith, when he 
trulls his departing foul with confidence in his 
Redeemer’s hand, faying with Paul, 2 Tim. i. 
12. u l know whom I have believed, and I am 
perfuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed to him againll that day.” This 
was the Pfalmill’s pradlice, i fal. xxxi 5. “ Into 
thy hand I commit my fpirit; for thou hall re- 
deemed me, O Lord God of truth.” So the 
man that dies in faith, commits the jewel of his 
foul to his Redeemer's keeping, and confides 
in his care of it. Why, he made it, he hath re- 
deemed it, he loves it, it is his own, a member 
of Ihs body, and he will not hate his own flelh. 
He loves his dying faints much better than we 
love an eye, a hand, or any other member of 
our body,which, to be fure, we will not lofe, 
if it be in our power to lave it. 

$thly. Dying in faith imports, that the dying 
faint confides in God’s faithfulnefs and truth 
for making good all thefe promifes to his 
church and people after his death, which are not 
yet accomplilhcd. We Ihould go off the ftage 
in the firm belief of God’s fulfilling all his promi- 
fes concerning the profperity of his church, the 
calling of the Jews, the deftrtittion of AntichriH, 
and the fecond coming of our Lord; and like- 
wife concerning our families, that God will be 
as good as his word, and be a Father to the 
fatherlefs, and a Hulband to the widow. 
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Would we then be fo happy as to die in faith, 

let us take tliefe advices. 
i/?, Let us be cartful to get faith before- 

hand; for death is a time to ufe faith, not to 
get it. They were foolifh virgins, who had 
their oil to buy when tlie Bridegroom was come. 

zdly. Study to live every day in the exercife 
of faith, and be flill improving ar;d making ufc 
of Chrift, in all his offices, and for all thefe 
ends and ufes for which God hath given him to 
believers. 

ylly. Be frequently clearing up your evidences 
for heaven, and beware of letting fin blot them 
to you. 

yhty. Record and lay up the experiences of 
God’s kind dealings with you, and be often re- 
ft 'diing upon them, that you may have them 
ready at hand in the hour of death. 

LafUy, Meditate much on thefe promifes, 
which have been fvveet and comfortable to you 
in the the time of ftrait; and beg that the Lord 
may bring them to your remembrance when 
you come to die. 
Direct, VI. Set the examples of other dying 

faints before you, and fiudy in like manner to 
jhirie in grace, heavenly difeourfe, and be ex- 
emplary in piety, and for the glory of God, 
and good of fouls, when your going off the fiage. 

THIS is the lafl opportunity you have of 
doing fervice to God, and the intereft 

of religion; wherefore ftrive to improve it di- 
ligently for the honour of God, and the edifi- 
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6 cation ofthofe that lurvive you. How plcafant 
Iis it to fee God’s people leaving the world, 

commending Chrift and his fervice, and per- 
fuming the place they lie in with their laft: 
breath? 1 have, Chap. ill. Dire&.y. and 6. 
adduced feveral motives to prefs this point, and 

! given dire&ions concerning the fpeech and be- 
! haviour of the children of God when on fick- 

beds, which I (hall not repeat. 
That which I defign here is, to fet before you 

the examples of fome eminent faints, and their 
exemplary, pious, and holy Ipeechcs and fayings, 
when they were a-dying ; and that in order to 
confirm and eftablifh others in religion, andalfo 
to excite them to imitate thefe fhining wor- 
thies when they alfo come to die. Surely it 
is for this very end, that God hath ordered us 
to be com palled about with fo great a cloud of 
witnelles, Heb. xii. i< Thus doth the apollle 
improve their example, Heb xi. And how ear- 
ned is he in this matter? Heb.vi.ii, 12. “And 
we defire, that every one of you do fliew the 
fame diligence, to the full alfurance of hope unto 
the end: that ye be not flothful, but followers 
of them, who through faith and patience in- 
herit the promifes.” 

1 (hall begin with fome examples from the 
lac red hiftory; and, in the firfi; place, with the 
King of faints, our Lord Jefits Chrift. O how 
1’weet and comfortable were his difeourfes unto 
his difciples, when his death drew nigh! and 
what a heavenly prayer did he make for them, 
and all his eledt ones at that time! Thefe we 
have recorded in the 14th, 15th, i6th, and 
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17th chapters of John: which are moft feafon- ' 
able at all times for us tb read and meditate up- 
on, but efpecially when death is approaching. liH 
And likewife let us read the hiftory of our ' 
Lord’s paffion, in which we may obferve the j 
wonderful exprellions of his faith in God, his H 
patience under fufferings, his pity to his ene- 
mies, his love to his mother and his difciples, 
his concern for his Fathers’s glory, is obedience 
in his death, and his willingnefs to be offered up. 
Thus the bleffed Sun of righteoufnefs did Ihine 
forth moft glorioufly at his fetting, with the ra- 
diant beams of his heavenly graces and virtues: 
and herein he hath fet himfelf a pattern to all 
dying faints to the end of the world. 

Jacob, when he was on his death-bed, called 
his Tons together, and gave them many fpecial 
charges and ble(Tings;wehave hisexcellentwords 
recorded in G^n.xlviii. and xlix. chapters. And 
in particular^ how fweetly doth he (peak of the 
coming of the Meffiah to them? Gen xlix. 10. 
18. and how afFe&ionately doth he commend 
God’s goodnefs and kind providence towards 
him through his life? Gen. xlviii 15, 16. “ The 
God which fed me all my life long unto this 
day,” &c. 

J )feph, when he was a-dying, fpoke lovingly 
to his brethren, who had dealt cruelly with 
him; and allured them of the Lord’s faithful- 
nefs in keeping his promife to their fathers, 
Gen. 1. jo. “ 1 die, and God will furely vifrt 
you. and bring you or*' of this land.” 

Mofes, when he was to go up to mount Nebo 
%o die there, left many bleffings, and gave many 
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vweighty charges to the children of Ifrael: we 
(ihave his holy and ravifhing words recorded, 
jDeut xxxii. and xxxiii. chapters. And parti- 
:cularly how pleafantly doth he commend God, 
s and his ways to the people 1 Deut. xxxii. 4. He 
i is the Rock, his work is perfect: for al! his 
f ways are judgment: a God of truth, and with- 

out iniquity, jult and right is he.” 
Jolhua, when he was near his end, gave 

many folemn charges and exhortations to the 
people, which we have narrated. Jodi, xxiii. 
and xxiv. chapters. And there we may fee the 
remarkable methods he takes to rivet impref- 
fions and convictions upon them, now when he 
can inltruCt them no longer. And, particu- 
laily, he appeals to their confciences concern- 
ing the faithfulnefs of God in keeping his word 
to them, that fo he might engage them to fide- 
lity to him, Jodi xxiii 14 u And behold, this 
day l am going the way of all the earth, and ye 
know in all your hearts and in all your fouls, 
that not one thing hath failed of all the good 
things which the Lord your God fpake concern- 
ing you.” 

David, when his end was near, aflembled the 
people, and folemnly charged them, as in the 
audience of God, to keep his commandments, 
1 Chron. xxviii, 8,9. And particularly, he charg- 
ed his fon and lucceflor Solomon, to “ know 
the God of his father, and to ferve him with a 
perfeCl heart, and with a willing mind.” 

'Flie apodle Paul, when taking his laft fare- 
well of the elders of Ephefus. he moft folemnly 
charges them, to “take heed to themfelves, 
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and the flocks over which the Holy Ghofl: had 
made them overfeers,” Adts xx 28. And how 
fweetly doth he fing, in the view of approach- 
ing death 1 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. “I am now 
ready to be offered, the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 have 
finifhed my courfe, i have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteoufnefs, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge (hall give me at that day; and not to me 
only, but unto them alfo that love his appear- 

In imitation of thefe fcripture-faints, the 
people of God in all ages have ftudied to glo- 
rify God and edify men at their death, by 
commending God and godlinefs to their friends 
and families. Thefe vve ought to teach by our 
example, both how to live and how to die, as 
others have done before us. Thus laid once a 
dying Cunt to his family, “ I have formerly 
taught you how to live, and now 1 teach you 
how to die.” 

Now, becaufe in all ages the fpeeches of dy- 
ing Chriflians have been much obferved, and 
God hath remarkably blefled them to the eftab* 
liihment and confirmation, quickening and excit- 
ing of.others to imitate them; l Hull bring feve- 
ral examples from human hiflories and writings, 
and moftiy from Clark’s Lives, of fundry emi- 
nent faints, whofe graces have fhone brightefl, 
and their fpeeches were molt heavenly, when 
the fun of their life was at the letting. 

1. That old difciple, Polycarp, when lie came 
to the flake at which he was burnt, defired to 
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f Hand untied, faying, “ Let me alone, for he that 

■jgave me Hrength to come to the fire, will give 
I me patience to endure the flame without your 

tying.” 
2 So holy Cyprian triumphed over death, 

faying “■ Let him only fear death, who mull 
pafs from this death to the fecond death.” 
When he heard the fentence of death pronoun- 
ced againft: him, hefaid, “ I thank God for free- 
ing me from the prifon of this body.” 

3. Bafil, when the Emperor Valens font his 
officers to tempt him with great preferments to 
turn from the faith, he rejedted them with fcorn, 
faying, “ You may offer thefethings tochildren.” 
And when they threatened him with fuff rings, 
he faid, “ Threaten your purple gallants with 
thefe things, that give themfclves to their 
pleafures.” 

When Modeflus the Perfedt threatened Bafil, 
to confifcate his goods, to torment him, to han- 
idi him, or kill him, he anfwcred, “ He need not 
fear confifcation, that had nothing to lol'e: nor 
baniffiment, to whom heaven only is a country; 
nor torments, when his body would be daffied 
with one blow; nor death, which is the only 
way to let him st libeity.” The Perfcdfe 
telling him he was mad, faid, Opto me in 
eternum Jic ddirare, I wilh l may for ever be 
thus mad. 

4. Ignatius being led from Syria to Rome to 
be torn in pieces of wild beads, he cxpreffecl 
his fear left it Ihould happen to him as to fume 
others, that the lions out of a kind of reverence, 
would not dare to touch him. And therefore 

S 
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he oft wifhed, “ That their appetites might be 
whit ted to difpatchhim. “ For (faid he) the 
lions teeth are but like a mill, which though it 
bruifeth, yet wafteth not the good wheat, only 
prepares and fits it to be made pure bread. Let 
me be broken by them, lb I may be made pure 
manchet for heaven.” 

y. The great Mr Knox, our reformer, when 
he lay a-dying, was much in prayer, ever cry- 
ing, “ Come, Lord Jefus; fwcet Jcfus, into thy 
hands l commend my fpirit.” Being afked by 
thofe that attended him, if his pain was great? 
lie anfwered, “ That he did not efteem that a 
pain, which would be to him the end of all trou- 
ble, and the beginning of eternal joys.” Oft- 
times, after fome deep meditations, he faid, 
“■ O ferve the Lord in fear, and death (hall not 
be terrible to you: BldTed is the death of thofe 
that have part in the death of Jcfus,” 

After a fore temptation from ^atan, (which 
I formerly mentioned) over which he triumph- 
ed at length, he faid, “ Now the enemy is 
gone away afhamed, and lhali no more return. 
1 am fine now my battle is at an end, and 
that without pain of body, or trouble of fpirit, 
1 fhall fhortly change this mortal and miferable 

'■‘‘life, with that happy and immortal life which 
fhall never have an end.” After one had pray- 
ed for him, he was r.lked, whether he hear d 
the prayer? he anfwered, “ Would to God you 
had heard it with fbch an ear and heart as I 
have done! adding, Lord Jelus, receive my 
fpirit.” With which words, without any motion 
of hands or feet, as one failing aflcep, rather 
than dying, he ended his life. 
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6. Dr Gouge, when he was old and dying, 
was fore affli&ed with the ftonc, and other 

q painful maladies; yet though by realbn of his 
7 pains he was oft heard to groan, he never 
o once grumbled againft the difpcnfjtions of Gcd. 
1 He never cried out, a great fufferer, but oft, a 
1 great firmer: yet flill comforted himfelf, that 
t there is a great Saviour. In his greateft tor- 
» ments he would fay, “ Well, yet in all thefe 
f there is nothing of hell, or of God’s wrath. 

O my foul, be ftlcnt, be patient: it is thy God 
and Father that thus orders thine eftate. Thou 
art his clay; he may tread and trample upon 
thee as he pleafeth; thou haft delerved much 
more. It is enough that thou ait k( pt out of 
hell; though thy pains be grievous, yet they are 
not intolerable, thy God affords fome intermit- 
lions; he will turn it to thy good, and at length 
put an end to all; and none of thefe comforts 
can be expc&ed in hell.” In his greateft pains, 
he oft ufed holy Job’s words, Shall we re- 
ceive good from the hands of the Lord, and 
not evil allo.?” When any of his friends would 
have comforted him, with telling him of his 
eminent gifts and fervice in the miniftry, he 
would anfwer, u I dare not think of any Inch 
thing for comfort: only Jefus Chrift, and what 
he hath done and endured, is the ground of my 
lure comfort.” The thoughts of death were 
pleafant to him, which he often termed, his 
heft friend, next unto Jefus Chrift, And he 
would blefs God, that he had nothing to do but 
to die. 

7. i have read of another minifter under the 
S 2 
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like extrrme pains. When he was afked, how 
he did? his frequent anfwer was, “ The bu(h 
always burning, but not confumed; though my 
pains are above the ftrength of nature, yet they 
are not above the fupports of grace.” He would 
pray, u Lord drop comfort into thefe bitter 
waters of Marah. Let the blood of fprinkiing, 
which extinguilheth the fire of thine anger, al- 
lay my burning pain. Oh, if my patience were 
more, my pains would be lefsj Lord, give me 
patience, and inflict what thou wilt. This is 
a fiery chariot, but it will carry me to heaven. 
O my God, break open the prifon-door, and 
let my poor captive foul free: I defire to be 
difTolved, but enable me willingly to wait thy 
time.” He would again cry, “■ When (hall 
the time come, that l (hall neither fin more, 
nor forrow more : Lord, keep me from dif- 
honouring thy name by impatience. Oh, who 
would not, even in burnings, have honourable 
thoughts of God ! Lord, thou gaveft: me no oc- 
cafion to have hard thoughts of thee. Bldfed 
be God, for the peace of mine inward man, 
when my outward man is fo full of trouble. 
This is a bitter cup, but it is of my Father’s 
mixing; and fhall l not then drink it?” 

8. Mrs Jean Alkew, who was a martyer in 
King Henry’s reign, to her confeflion in New- 
gate (he thus fubferibed; t; Written by me jean 
A (Ice w, that neither wiftieth death, nor feareth 
its might, and as merry as one bound towards 
heaven.” When the chancellor fent her letters 
at the flake, oflei ing her the king’s pardon, if 
Ihe would recant j (lie refuting to look upon 
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them, gave this anfwer : “ That Hie came not 
hither to deny her Lord and Mailer.” 

9. Mr James Bainham, when lie was at the 
flake in the midft of the burning fire, which 
had half confumed his legs and arms, fpake 

? theie words; ‘v O ye Papifls! behold ye look 
for miracles, and here now ye may fee a mi- 
racle; for in this fire 1 feel no more pain, than 

, if l were in a bed of down; it is to me as a bed 
of roles.” 

10. John Lambert, as hewas burning in 
Smithfield, and his legs were quite confumed 
with the fire, he lift up his hands, Ins fingers 
flaming like torches, but his heart abr unding 
with comfort, crying out, u None but Chiifl, 
none but Chrifl.” 

11. Mr Robert Glover, a little before his 
death, hat! lofl the fenfe of God’s favour, for 
which he was in great heavinefs and forrovv; 
but when he came within fight of the flake at 
which he was to fuffer, he was on a fudden lb 
filled with divine comfort, that, clapping his 
hands together, he cried out to his 1’ervant, 
“ He is come, he is come;” and fio died moft 
cheerfully. 

12. It was a faying of Augufline, “ Boughs 
fall off trees, and flones out of buildings; and 
and why fliould it ftem llrange that mortal men 
die 

13. Mr John Dod had a violent fever, that 
there was but little hope of his life; yet at 
length his phyfician coming to him, faid, “Now 
I have hope of your recovery.” To whom Mr 
Dod anfwercdj You think to comfoit me with 

S 3 
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this, but you make my heart fad. It is as if 
you fhould tell one who had been fore weather- 
beaten at lea, and conceiving he was now arriv- 
ed at the haven where his foul longed to be, 
that he muft go back again to be toffed with 
new winds and waves.” 

He would often fay in his laft ficknefs, “I £ 
am not afraid to look death in the face. 1 can J 
fay, Death where is thy fling? death cannot 1 
hurt me.” 

He ufed to fay, “ The knowledge of two i 
things would make one willing to die, viz. 
What heaven is, and that it is mine ” “ Yes, 
(laid one) if a man were lure of that.” To 
whom he anfwei ed, u Truly affurance is to be 
had; and what have we been doing all this ,j 
while?” 

Some others of the fiyings of this holy man 
were fo pithy and remarkable, I cannot pafs 
them here. 

Once Mr Dod coming to vifit a godly mini- 
fler on his death-bed, who was much opprefled 
with melancholy, and complained to him, fay- ; 
ing, u O Mr Dod, what will you fay of him 
who is going out of the world, and can find no 
comfort?” To whom Mr Dod anfwerecl, 44 What will you fay of our Saviour Chrilt, 
who, when he was going out of the world, 
found no comfort, but cried out, My God, my 
God, why hafl thou forfaken me ?”—He laid 
of alfli&ions, 44 they are God’s portions, which 
we may fweeten by faith and faithful prayer; 
but we, for the moft part, make them better, 
putting into God’s cup the evil ingredients cf 
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i our impatience and unbelief.—He called death 
J the friend of grace, though it be the enemy of 
f nature; for whereas the word, facraments, and 

prayer, do but weaken fin, death kills it.” He 
r ufed to fay, A man is never in a hard con- 

dition, unleis he have a hard heart, and cannot 
pray.” He inftru£led Chriftiaus how they ihould 
never have a great nor Jailing affliction, and 
that was, by looking upon the things that are 

s not feen, which are eternal, 2 Cor. iv 17, 18. 
For what can be great to him that counts the 
world nothing? And w’hat can be long to him, 
that accounts his life but a fpan long?—When 
he faw a chriltian look fad, he would fay as 
Jonadab did to Amnon, u Art thou a king’s Ion, 
and looked fo ill?” And when fuch complain- 
ed to him of their Ioffes and croffes, he would 1 ufe the words of Eliphaz to Job, ^ Do the con- 
folaiions of God feem fmall unto you? God 
hath taken from you your children, your goods, 
Crc. but he hath not taken from you himfelf, 
his Chrift, nor his Spirit, nor heaven, nor cter- 

' nal life.” 
To a friend of his that rofe from a mean to 

a great edate, he fent word, “ That this was 
but as if he fliould go out of a boat into a barge 
or ftnp; but he ought ferioufly to remember, 
that whild he was in this world, he was but up- 
on the floating fea. 

He oft laid, “ That if it were lawful to en- 
vy any, he would envy thofe that turn to God 
in their youth, whereby they cfcape much fin 
and forrow, and are like Jacob, that dole the 
blefflng betimes.—lie ufed to compare reproofs 
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given in paffion, to fcalding potions, which the 
patient could not take down: in reproofs we 
fhould labour for meeknefs of wifdom, ufing 
fbft words and hard arguments. 

He was a mod. popular minifler, but much I 
perfecuted. Once he took a journey to fee his 
father-in-law, Mr Greenham, and to bemoan : 

himfelf to him, upon account of his crofles and :! 
hard ufage. Mr Greenham, having heard ail 
he could fay, anfwered him thus; “ Son, fon, i 
when afflidion lieth heavy, fin lieth light.” 
Mr Dod ufed oft to blefs God for this fpeech, 
faying, “ If Mr Greenham had bemoaned him ! 
as he expeded, he had done him much hurt.” 
He forgot not this faying in his old age, but 
made excellent ufe of it for himfelf and others, j 

14 Oecolampadius, that famous divine of | 
Switzerland, when lying on his death-bed, and 
being afked, Whether the light did not offend 
him? he anfwered, pointing to his breaft, Hie 
fat lucis, “ Here is abundance of light;” mean- 
ing of comfort and joy. He allied one of his 
friends, What news? His friend anfwered,none. 
Then, faith he, I will tell you fome news; I 
I fhall prefently be with my Lord Chrifi:. 

15, A certain godly man palling through his 
lalt ficknefs with extraordinary calomels of 
confidence, being alked by fome of his frienc's 
anent it, he anfwered, that he had fiedfaftly fix- 
ed his heart upon that fiweet promile, Ifa. xxvi. 
3. “ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whole 
mind is fiaid on thee; becaufe he trulleth in 
thee.” And my God (laid he) hath gracioully 
made it fully good unto my.JToul. 
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16. Mr Robert Bolton, minifter at Brough- . 

ton, well known by his writings, in the time of 
l his laft ficknefs, which was long and (harp, he 

> ofien breathed out thefe words: 'c Oh, when 
’ will this good hour come? when fliall I be dif- j 

folved ? when fliall l be with Chrift?” Being 
told, that to be diflblved was indeed better for 
him, yet it would be better for the church that 
he would (lay here; he anfwered, “ if I (hall 
find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will 
bring me again, and (hew me both it and his 
habitation; but if otherwifc, lo, here I am, let 
him do whatfeemeth good in his eyes.” Being 
alked by another, If he could not be content to 
live, if it pleated God? he anfwered, “ 1 grant 
that life is a great blefling of God, neither will 
I negledt any means that may prelerve it ; 
and do heartily fubmit to God’s will; but of the 
two, l infinitely defire more to be diffolvcd, and 
to be with Chrift.” He bade all that came to 
fee him, make fure of Chrid before they came 
to die, and look upon the world now as a lump 
of vanity.—He encouraged the minifters that 1 
came to him, to be diligent and courageous in 
the wrork of the Lord, and not to faint nor 
droop for any affli&ion that (hould arife there- 
upon. 

When he found himfelf very weak, he cal- 
led for his wife and children. He defired her 
to bear his diflblution, which was now at hand, 
with a Chriftian fortitude, a thing lie had been 
preparing her for by the (pace of twenty years; 
and bade her make no doubt but flic (hould meet 
him again in heaven. He exhorted his children 
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to remember thefe things he had frequently 
told them before; adding, “That he hoped and 
believed, that none of them durft think to meet 
him at that great tribunal in an unregenerate 
ftate.” , 

Some of his parifh comingto watch with him, 
it was moved, that as by his do&rine he had 
difeovered to them the exceeding comforts 
that were in Chrift, fo he would now tell them 
what he felt in his own foul. “ Alas, (faid he) 
do you look for that of me now, that wants 
breath and ftrength to fpeak? I have told you 
enough iij my miniftry; but yet to 1'atisfy you, l 
am, by the wonderful mercies of God, as full 
of comfort as my heart can hold; and I feel no- 
thing in my foul but Chrift, with whom 1 hear- 
tily defire to be.” And obfei ving feme weep- 
ing, he looked to them and faid, “ Oh, what a 
deal ado there is before one can die. 

^ When the pangs of death were upon him, be- 
|ing told, that fome of his dear friends were a- 
bout him, to take their laft farewell, he caufed 
himfelf to be railed up in his bed; and after a 
few gafpings for breath, he faid, “1 am now 
drawing on apace to my diflblution; hold out, 
faith and patience, your work will fpeedily be 
at an end.” And then {baking them all by the 
hands, he prayed hartily and particularly for 
them; and defired them to make fare of heaven, 
and to bear in mind what he had formerly told 
them in his minifiry, protefling to them, that 
the dodlrine he had preached to them for the 
fpace of twenty years was the truth of God. as 
he fhould anfwcr it at the tribunal of Chrift, 
before whom he Ihould Ihortly appear. 
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When he was ftruggling with death, a very 

i dear friend taking him by the hand, afked him, 
I If he feJt not much pain? “ Truly no, (Paid he), 1 

the greatcft I feel is your cold hancL,, 

17. Mr John Holland, a godly minifter, con- 
tinued his ufual practice of expounding the 
Icripture in his family to thelaltj and the day 
before his death he called fora Bible, and caus- 
ing another read the 8th chapter of the Romans, 
he difcourfed upon it verfe by verfe; but on a 
fudden he faid, “ O flay your reading; what 

' brightnefs is this I fee! have you lighted up any 
candle?” A ftander-by faid, No, it is the fun- 
Ihine, (for it was about five o’clock in a clear 
fummer’s evening), “ Sun-fiiine! faid he, nay, 
it is my Saviour’s Ihine. Now farewell world; 
welcome heaven; the day ftar from on high 
hath vifited my heart: O fpeak it when I am 
gone, and preach it at my funeral; God dealeth 
familiarly with man; I feel his mercy, I fee hisiLV 
majefty; whether in the body, or out of the^^ 
body, I cannot tell, God he knoweth; but l fee ^ 
tilings that are unutterable.” And in this rap- * 
ture he continued till he died. 

18. I knew not long ago, an eminently godly 
man G M. that fell into feveral fuch extraor- 
dinary raptures fometime before his death, fuch 
as his bodily hrength and fpirit were not able 
to fupport under, though he had no ficknefs. 
Sometimes he was fo fwallowed up and over- 
come by the manifellations of God’s love to 
his foul, that his words could not be well un- 
de; flood; his natural colour, heat, and ftrength, 
would fo go off, that all about him would con- 
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elude him to be dying: but when he was able 
to get words uttered, they were fo heavenly 1 

and ravilhing concerning the love of Chrift, I 
and freedom of grace, that by-ftanders could j 
not hear him without weeping Sometimes i 
min fters, when they came to vifit him, and | 
found him in theie raptures, were forced to 
to turn all their prayers in his behalf into praifes; d 
except fome petitions they would put up to God, 
“ That he might gracioufly fpare and be tender 
of his weak body, and enable him to bear that i 
load of loving-kindnefs God was plcafed to let 
out to him, and which his prelent bodily flrength 
was not fufficient for.” Yea, they would be 
put to cry. “ Lord, if it be thy will, hold thy 
hand, for he is but a clay vtflel; this new wine | 
will burft the old bottlej preferve him in life as 
a monument of the rich grace of God, for the 
convi&ion of \theifts and carnal people and 
for the confirmation of the faith of the 

■children of God/’—Sometimes he would cry 
in abrupt expreifions, O angels! help me to 
praife him! O faints admire his love, and won- 
der at him.—Again, O flames of love ! my 1 

foul feeth ChriiH the heavens open ! 1 fee a 
throne, and the Lamb in the midftof the throne! 
O what think ye of Chrift? my foul breathes, 
breathes-towards him! my fpirit is exhaled out 
of me by the 'manifestations of God!”—He uf- 
ed frequently to lay with a heavenly air to his 
friends, O what think ye of Chrdt ?—When his 
extacy did lomcwfut abate, lo that he attained 
a pleafant calm, els of thought, ai d freedom of , 
fpeech, he would difeouri’e of the myltei ies of 
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religion, the electing love of God, the freedom 
of grace, the unfearchahle riches of Chriil, and 
the glorious contrivance of redemption through 
his death and facrifice; I fay, he would talk of 
thefe things more like an angel than a man. 
For fuch was his heavenly eloquence, fluency 
of words, and facility of fpeaking upon thele 
fubjc&s, (which otherwife was not natural to 
him), that thefe who came to fee him were ex- 
ceedingly furprifed and aftonifhed to hear him. 
His body gradually weakened under thefe rap- 
tures of fpirit, and he longed much to be rft' the 
world, becaufe he thought he could be fo little 
ufeful in it for advancing God’s honour. He 
reckoned himfelf bound to improve the fliort 
time he was like to have here, in commending 
Chrifl and religion to all that he had accefs to, 
and alfo to admonifli them of any thing he knew 
amifs in them, which he did moft convincingly. 
And having occafion to fee fome who vilipen- 
ded the eflahlilhed church and the ordinan- 
ces difpenfed in it; he highly commended 
the ordinances, and told them, that from 
his own Iweet experience he could fay, that 
God was to be found in them.—He feemed to 
have fin wonderfully mortilied; for he com- 
plained of no other heart-pleague but felf. and 
it was his great exercife to get felf wholly fub- 
tiued; he purfued it through many of its wind- 
ings and lurking-places, and after all he would 
regret his little fuccefs againft it. “ Frtf 
(faidybe) when I am in my mofl: elevated 
frames, and admitted to the neareft accefs to 
my Redeemer, that fubtle enemy felf will en- 
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ter in with me, and offer to pull the crown off . 
his head before my face.” 

Once after hearing a fermon bn Pfal. Ixxxv. 
8. UI will hear wrhat God the Lord will fpeak,” v he broke out in a rapturous difcourfe to one | 
that came to fee him, blefling God that he had 1 
fpoke to him in that fermon. “ And Q (faid he) I 
what am I, that the Hock of Ifraei fhould have 1 
fpoke to me thefe three fermon-days bygone, 
affiring me that all my fins are forgiven! 
What am I, a vile worm, that he fhould be fo 
kind and condefcending, as to difeover Chrift 
and heaven in fuch a manner to me, and sfTure 
me that 1 will fliortly be with him! Oh, I thought 
that 1 had finned him away from me, but I fee ; 
he will not hideaway! Oadmirable free grace! J 
O help me to praife him!” 

When death drew near, there was fome al- | 
teratlon in his eafe; yet he never queffioned his 
intereff in Chriff; but ffill afferted, “ I know 
lie is my God and my Redeemer, and 1 will 
fliortly be with him.” And once when he was 
ready to complain for want of God’s wonted 
mahifeftations, lie faid, “ The Lord knew his 
body was now weak, and could not bear what 
formerly he had met with, yet (ftid he) glory 
to his name, he hath given me three blinks 
fince my lafl: ilinefs began.” 

19. Dr Harris, head of Trinity-college in 
Oxford, in his lafl; ficknefs ufed to exhort all 
about him to get faith above all things. “ It 
is (faid he) your vidory, your peace, your life, 
your crown, and your chiefefl: piece of fpirit- 
unl armour. Howbeit, get on all other piece, 
and go forth in the Lord’s might: Sand to the 
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f: figlit, and the ifTue fliall be glorious. Only for- j 
i get not to call in the help of your General. Do 
I all from him and under him.”—On the Lord's 
1 days he would not have any kept from the or- 
> dinances upon his account; and, when they rc- 
I turned from the fermons, he would fay to them, 
! “ Come, what have you for me:” And when 

any gave him account of what they have heard, 
he would refume the heads thereof, and lay, 
“ O what excellent truths are thefe! Lay them 
up carefully, for you will have need of them.” 
—When friends came to vifit him, he would 
fay, I cannot fpeak, but 1 can hear.” Being 
alked, where his comfort lay? lie anfwcred, 
“ In Chriff and in the free grace of God.” 

One telling him, that lie might take much 
comfort in ills labours, and the good he had 
done; his anfwer was, “All is nothing without 
a Saviour, without him my belt works would 
condemn me. Oh, I am afh’amed of them, they 
are fo mixed with fin. I have done nothing 
for God as fought.—Oh, lofs of time fits very 
heavy upon my fpirit. Woik, work apace; 
alfure yourfclves nothing will more trouble you 
when you come to die, than that you have done 
no more for God, who hath done fo much for 
you.” 

Sometimes he ufed thus to breathe out him- 
felf, l never in all my life faw the worth of a 
Chrift, nor tailed the fweetnefs of God's love in 
that meafure as now 1 do.”—Being alked by 
minifters, what they Ihould chiefly requeft for 
him? he anfwered, “ Do not only pray for me, 
but praife God that he fupports me, and keeps 



220 THE AFFLICTED 
off Satan from me in my weaknefs; beg that 
1 may hold out. I am now a good way home* 
near the fhore, I leave you tofliug on the fea; 
Oh, it is a good time to die in.,, 

In all the letter-wills which he made, he took 
care this legacy fhould dill be inferted; “ Item, 
I bequeath to all my children, and to their child- 
ren’s children, to each of them a Bible, with 
this infeription. None but Chrift.” He ufed to 
fay, “ It is a hard thing for a faint to forgive 
himfelf fome faults, when God hath forgiven 
them.” 

20. David Chitraeus, when he lay a-dying, 
lift up his head from the pillow to hear the 
difeourfes of his friends that fat by him, and 
faid, “ That he Ihould die with the greater 
comfort, if he might die learning fomething.” 

21. Mr Cooper, when a dying faid, 1 faw 
not my children when they were in the womb, 
yet there the Lord fed them without my care 
or knowledge. 1 ftiall not fee them when I go j 
out of the body, yet lhall they not want a fa- j 
ther.” Again, death is fomewhat driery, and | 
the dreams of that Jordan between us and our 
Canaan run furioufty, but they ftand dill when 
the ark comes.” 

22. The Reverend Mr Halyburton, that fhin- 
ing light in St Andrews, when a-dying com- 
mended Chrid and.godlinefs with great earned- 
nefs to all that came to fee him. He exhorted 
his brethren to diligence in theminiflry. “'It was 
the delight of my heart (faid he) to pieach the 
gofpel: Idefired to decreale,that the Bridegroom 
might increafe^snd to be nothing, that he might 
be ail. 1 repent I did not more for him. O 



221 M A N’s C O 3VI P A N I O N. 
that I had, the tongues of men and angels, to 
pralfe him!” Wl»en he was advifed to lie quiet, 
lie laid, “ Whereon fliould a man beftow his 
lalt breath, but in commending the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, God clothed in our nature, dying for 

i our fins?” 
He caufed read one of Mr Rutherford’s Letters, 

viz, that to Mr John Mein, and thereafter faid, 
“ That is a book 1 would commend to you all, 
there is more practical religion in that letter, 
than in a book of a larger volume.” 

Fie exhorted fome minifters that came to fee 
him to fairhfulnefs. “ As for the work of the 
miniftry (faid he) it was my deliberate choice, 
were my days,lengthened out much more, and 
days as troublefome as they are like to be, 1 
would rather be a contemned mtnifter of God, 
than the greatefl prince on earth.”—He faid, 
when taking farewell of his wife, children, and 
fervants, Here is a demonhi ation of the re- 
ality of religion, that l a poor, weak, timoroi s 
man, as much afraid of death as any, am now 
enabled, by the power of grace, compofedly and 
with joy to look death in the face, 1 dare look 
it in the face in its moft ghaftly fhape, and hope 
within a little to have the victory. I cannot 
but commend , the Lord Jefus. As far as my 
word will gb, 1 muft proclaim it, he is the beffc 
Mailer that ever 1 favv.” To his fon, who was 
a child, lie faid, “ If 1 had as many fons as there 
.are hairs in your head, 1 would beflow them all 
on God.”—Tolbme pr?fent he faid, ‘ O Sirs, 
I drc.ad mightily that a rational fort of religion 
is coming in among us; 1 mean by it, a religion 

T 3 
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that confifts in a bare attendance on outward 
duties and ordinances, without the power of 
godlinefs: and thence people (hall fall into a 
way of ferving God, which is mereDeilm, hav- , 
ing no relation to Chrift Jeius and the Spirit of ij 
God.”—He exprefied his fears of a ftorm com- II 
ing on the church of Scotland; but he faid, I 44 The day would break, and the Lord would f 
arife, and he hoped the^church would be made a * 
wonder, and the Lord will lay, Lo, this people : 

have I formed for myfelf; he can make a nation ! 
to be born at once.”—He cried often with the 
fpoufe in the Song, 44 When (hall the day break, 
and the lhadows fly away? Turn my beloved, | 
and be thou as a roe, or a young hart on the 
mountains of Bether.” 

He faid, 44 Shall 1 forget Zion? Nay, let my [ 
right hand forget her cunning, if 1 prefer not 
Jerufalem to my chiefcft joy. O to have God 
returning to this church, and his work going on j 
in the world! If every drop of my blood, every 
bit of my body, every hair of my head, were 
all men ; they fhould all go to the fire to have 
this going on.”—He faid, 41 If I would fay, 
that 1 would fpeak no more in thev name 
of the Lord, it would be like a fire within 
me. I am calling you to lee a miracle, God 
is melting me down into corruption and dull, 
and yet he is keeping me in a calm.— 1 could 
not believe that 1 would have born, and born 
cheerfully this rod fo long; this is a miracle, i 
pain without pain; and this is not a fancy of a 
man difordered in his brain, but of one lying 
in full compofure. O bldfed be God, that ever 
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if I was born. I have a father and mother, and 
i| ten brethren and fillers in heaven, and i ftiall 
f be the eleventh. 1 (hall fbortly be at that glory 
i I have been long expetting: I hough 1 come 
i not near Mr Shield’s glory, nor Mr Anderfon’s, 
; yet I will be well enough if 1 win in. Worthy 
[ is the Lamb to receive glory.” 

23. Mr Hugh Mackailh in his fpeech before 
his death, faith, t"> l have dteemed the ibkmn 
engagements of this nation to the Lord, preg- 
nant performances of that promife, lia xliv. 5 
where it is evident, that where (hurch-refoi- 
mations come to any maturity, they arrive at 
this degree of faying, I am the Lord's, an 1 fub- 
fcribing with the hand unto the Lord. So was 
it in the days of the reforming kings of Judah, 
and after the reiteration from the captivity of 
Babylon in the days of Nehemiah. 1 his fame 
promife did the Lord Jeliis make Yea and Amen 
to us, when he redeemed us from fpiritual 
Babylon,—I glorify him, that he hath calledme 
forth to fuffer for his name and ordinances, and 
the'folemn engagements of the land to him. 
Hereafter 1 will not talk with flelh and blood, 
nor think on the worlds conlolations. Farewell 
all my friends, whole company hath been re- 
frefhful to me in my pilgrimage. 1 have done 
with the light of the fun and moon. Welcome 
eternal life, everlatting love, everialtirg praife, 
everlalting glory. Praife to him that fits upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever.” 

24. The famous Mr Durham being vifitedl 
by a mirrilter in his lalt ficknefs, which was long 
and lingering, who faid to him, Sir, l hope you 
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have fo fet all in order, that you have nothing 
elfe to do but die. <k I blefs God, (faid Mr 
Durliam) I have not had that to do neither 
Ihefe many years.” 

25 Mr Rowland Nevet, his dying prayer for 
his children was, that the Mediator’s blelfing 
might be the portion of every one of them. 
Adding to them, I charge you all, fee to it, that 
you meet me on the right hand of GhriO: at the 
great day. When he was fometimes much fpent 
with his labours, he would appeal to God, that 
though he might be wearied in his fervice, he 
would never be weary of it.-rrBeing oft diftem- 
pered in his bcPdy, he would fay 4 he was never 
better than in the pulpit,land that it was the 
bell place he could wifh to die in. 

26. Mr Philip Henryy when a-dying<, his pains 
were very ftiarp, he laid to his neighbours who 
came to fee him, O make fure work for your< 
fouls, by getting-an intereft in Chrift, while you 
are in health; for if I had that work to do now, 
\yhat would come of me. A little before his laft' 
ijinefs he wrote to a reverend brother, *• Me-- 
thinks it is f range, that it (hould be your lot 
a.nd mine to abide fa dong on earth by the fluff,; 
when fo many of our friends are dividing the; fpoil above;,but God will have it fo; and to be; 
willing to live in-obedience to his;holly will, i3’ 
as true an a£l of grace, as to be willing! to die 
when be calls•” One alking him how he did, 
he anfwered, “ I find the chips fly off apace, 
the tree will be down fiiortly.” He was fgme- 
times taken with fainting fits, which when he : 
recovered from, he would fay, “ Dying is buta. 
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j ittle more.” Once he faid, after recovery, k Wei], I thought i had been putting into the 

iinarbourr but 1 find I muft yet to fea again.” 
17. Mr Matthew Henry, his death was fome- 

what fudden, he faid a little before it, to fome 
dabout him, “ You have been ufed to take no- 
aitice of the fayings of dying men; this is mine, 
' That a life (pent in the fervice of God, and com- 
wmunion with him, is the mod comfortable and 
•pleafant life that any one can live in this world.” 

28. Holy and learned Mr Rutherford, a little 
Jibefore his death,:left a wiitten tedimohy to our 
I covenanted work of reformation; and therein 

he proves the warrantablenefs of nations enter- 
ing into covenant with God under the New- 
Teflament times, and (hews, that this practice 

ih the accomplifhment of feveral Oid-feda- 
tment prophecies, (uch as |er. 1. 4. 5. Ifa. ii. 3. 
aZech. viii. 2. Ifa. xtx. 23, 24 25. which relate 
|jto gofpel-times. Arid when he was dying, he 
Ifent feveral meflages to the prefbytery of St 

Andrews, defiring them to adhere to God’s 
caufe and covenant.—In his fickriefs he oft 
broke out in facned raptures, extolling and 
commending the Lord Jefus, whom * ofieu 
''called his blcded Mader, his kingly King. When 
his death drew near, he faid l (hall dune, J diall 
fee him as he is, l fhall fee him reign, and all 
his fair company with him, and 1 fhall have my 
large fhare: my eyes fhall fee my Redeemer, 
thir very eyes of mine, and no other for me.” 
—When exhorting one to be diligent in feeking 
God, he faid, ‘ It is no eafy thing to be a Chrif- 
tian; but for me, I have gotten the vhdory, and. 
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Chrifl is holding out both his arms to embrace ]' 
me.”—He was wonderfully ftrengthencd againft 
the fears of fuffcring and of death, For/'fays Ij 
he, “ I laid to the Lord, if he fhould flay me i; 
five thotifand times fivethoufand times, I would 
truft in him;;and I fpoke it with much tremb- I 
ling, fearing 1 fhould not make my put good. 
B it as really as ever he fpokc to me by his 
Spirit, he witneffed unto my heart, that his 
grace fiiould be fufficient for me.”—He find to 
frime mihiftbrs that came to fee him, “ My I 
Lord and Matter, is the chief of ten thoufand 
of thoufands, none is comparable to him in 
heaven, or in earth. Dear brethren, do all for 
him, pray for Chrift, preach for Chrift, feed 
the flock committed to your charge for Chritt; 
vifit and catechife for Chrifl; do all for 
Chrift, and beware of man-pleafing. Feed 
the flock out of love, the chief Shepherd 
will appear fhortly.” Once when he reco- 
vered from a fainting fit, he faid, u I feel, I 
feel, I believe, I enjoy, I rejoice, I feed on 
manna.”—As he took a little wine in a fpoon, 
Mr Robert Blair faid to him, You feed on the 
dainties of heaven, arid think nothing of our 
cordials on earth. He anfwered, “ They are 
all but dung, yet they are Chrift’s creatures, 
and in obedience to his command, 1 take them.” 
— After fome difeourfe, Mr Blair faid to him, 
What think you now of Chrift? To which he 
replied, I fliall live and adore him; glory, glory, 
to my Creator, and to my Redeemer for ever. 
Glory (bines in Emmanuel’s land.— Afterwards 
he faid, “ O that all my brethren did know what 
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la Mafler 1 have ferved, and what peace I have 

J this day! I (hall deep in Chrill, and when I 
; awake I (hall beTatisfied with his likenefs "— 

I Then he laid, “ This ni^ht (hall clofe the doorj 
R and put my anchor within the vail; 1 (hall go 
8 away in a deep by five o’clock in the morning:” 

which exactly fell out. That night, though 
lie was very weak, he oft had this expreflion, 
O for arms to embrace him! O for a well-tuned 
harp! 

When fome fpoke to him of his former pain- 
fulnefs and faithfulnefs in the work of God; 
he faid, “ 1 dilclkim all that; the port I would 
be in at, is redemption and forgivenefs of fins 
through his blood.” His (aft words were, 
“ Glory, glory dwelled) in Emmanuel’s land.” 

29. Hugh Kennedy, provofi: of Ayr, when he 
wasa dying, a minifter faid to him, You have 
caufie, Sir,, to be allured that the angels of God 
are now waiting at the (toups of this bed to con-r 
vey your foul to Abraham's bofom: to whom 
his anfwer was, “ 1 am fure thereof; and if the 
walls of this houfe could fpeak, they could tell 
how many fvveet days I have had in fellowfiiip 
with God, and hbvv familiar he hath been with 
my foul ”—He was one of the grcateft wrelt-? 
lers 'wlth God that was in the age wherein he 
lived, and had moft remarkable returns of pray- 
er. The great Mr WeKh, in a latter from 
France, faid to him, i' Happy is that city, yea, 
happy is that nation, that hatha Hugh Kennedy 
in it; 1 have myfelf certainly found the anfweis 
of his prayers from the Lord in my behalf.” 
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30. The great Mr Robert Bruce, minifter 

of Edinburgh, when dying through weaknefs * 
and old age, being aiked by one of his friends, ; 
How matters flood now betwixt God and his * 
foul ? anfwered, “ When I was young, i was | 
diligent, and lived by faith on the bon of Godj 1 
but now I am old, and not able to do fo much; | 
yet he condefcends to feed me with lumps of 
£erife.,> That morniug before he died, he came 
to breakftll at his table, and having eat, as he 
ufed, one fingle egg; he laid to his daughter, 
I think I am yet hungry, you may bring me ano- 
ther. But prcfently he fell into a deep medi- 
tation ; and having mufed a while, he laid* 
“ Hold, daughter; hold, my Mailer calls me.”- 
With thefe words his fight failed him, where- 
upon he called for the Bible : but finding his 
fight gone, he laid, Call me up the eight chap- 
ter of the epilile to the Romans, and let my 
finger on thele woids, “■ 1 am perfuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor ang Is, &c. lhall be 
able to feparate me from the love of Gad, which 
is in Chrifl jefus my Lord.” Now, faith he, 
is my finger upon them? they told him it was. | 
Then, without any more, he laid, u Now God j 
be with you, my children, 1 have breakfafled I 
with you, and fhall fup with my Lord Jefus 
Chi id this night.” And fo gave up the gbofi, 

31. John Stewart, provolt of Ayr, w as a lin- 
gularly pious man; yet when lie lay a-dying, he 
laid to Home about him, 1 go the way of all 
flefii, and it may be fome of you doubt nothing 
of my well-being: yea I teflify, that except 
when I llepr, or was on bufinefs, I was not 



I MAN’S COMPANION. 22? 
hefe ten years without thoughts of God, fo long 
is I could be in going from my houle to the 
rofs; and yet I doubt myfelf, and am in great 

jiagony, yea, at the brink ofdefpair.” But a day 
©r two before lie died, he turned his face to 
the wall from company for two hours. Then 
Mr Fergufon the minifter coming :.n, afked 
what he was a-doing? upon which he turned 
himfelf, with thefe words, “ 1 have been fight- 
ing and working out my falvation with feqr and 
trembling; and now I blefs God, it is perfected, 
fealed, confirmed, and all fears are gone.” 

32. Luther when he fell lick, made his will, 
in which he bequeathed his detellation of Pope- 
ry to his friends,and to the pallors of the church, 
having before made this verl’e, 
Fejlis eram vivus^moriens ero mors tua.Papa, 

In his lall will, he faith, “ O Lord God, I' thank 
thee that thou wouldll have me live a poor 
and indigent perl’on upon earth. 1 have nei- 
ther houfe nor lands, nor polLflions, nor money, 
to leave. Thou, Lord, hall given me wife and 
children; them, Lord, 1 give back unto thee. 
Nourifiu inllruft, and keep them. O thou the 
Father of orphans, and judge of the widows, 
as thou halt done to me, fo do to them.” 

In his lall prayer, Feb. 18th, 1546, he hath 
thefe words: I pray God to prelerve his gol- 
pel among us; for the Pope, and the council of 
Trent, have grievous things in hand. O hea- 
venly Father, 1 give thee thank? that Lhou hall 
revealed to me thy Son Jefus Chrill, whom I 
believe, whom 1 pmfefs, whom i glorify, and 
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whom the Pope and the root of the wicked 
perfecute and dilhonour.” Mr Fox faith ofs 

Luther, “ That a poor friar fhould be able to 
Hand againfl the Pope was a great miracle; that 
he (hould prevail againft the Pope was a greater;! 
and after all to die in peace, having fo many 
enemies, was the greateft of all.” 

33. Mr Jofeph Allein, a moft painful, labori- 
ous minifter, being deprived of the ufe of his 
arms and legs before his death, was afked by 
a friend, How he could be fo well contented to 
lie fo long in that condition? He anfwered, 

What! is God my Father, Jefus Chrift my 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit my Santtifier and 
Comforter; and ftiall I not be content with- 
out limbs and health? He is an unreafonable 
wretch that cannot be content with a God, 
though he had nothing elfe/’ 

When his people of Taunton came to Dor-, 
chefter to fee him, where he lay; he was much 
revived, and would be fet up in his bed, have 
the curtains draw7n by, and defired them to (land 
round about the bed; and caufed take out 
his hand, and hold it out to them, that they 
might take it, as he ufed formerly to do, 
when he had been abfent from them. And 
though very weak, yet he fpake to them thus, 
“ O how it rejoiceth my heart to fee your faces, 
and to hear your voices, though 1 cannot fpeak. 
as heretofore unto you. Methinks, I am now like 
old Jacob, with all his fons about him. Now 
you fee my weak eftate; thus I have been for 
many weeks finoe I parted with you, but God 
hath been with me. My freinds, life is mine, 
death is mine; in that covenant of which ! 
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preached to you, is all my falvation, and all 
rlpy define: although my body do not profper, I 
|iiope through grace my foul cloth. I have lived 

a fweet life by the promilcs, and I hope through 
(jgrace can die by a promife. it is the promiles 

God that will hand by us. Nothing but 
§God in them will Hand us in a day of affliction. 
i(My dear friends, I feel the power of thefe 
IjdoCb ines I preached to you on my heart, the 
i doctrines of faith, of repentance, of felf-denial, 
of the covenant of grace, of contentment,1®^. 
O that you would live them over, now I cannot 
preach them to you! It is a fhame for a belie- 
ver to be call down under afflictions, that hath 
fo many glorious privileges, juftification, adopti- 
on,fanCtification,,and eternal glory.—We (hall be 
as the angels of God in a little while; nay, to fay 
the truth, believers are, as it were, little angels 
already, that live in the power of faith. O my 
friends, live like believers, trample this dirty 
world under your feet; be not taken with its 
comforts, nor difquieted with its erodes, you 
will be gone out of it (hortly.” 

When they came to take leave of him, he 
would needs pray with them as his weak (late 
did fuffer him —Then he (aid, “ Farewell, my 
dear friends; go home and live over what I 
have preached to you, and the Lord provide 
for you when I am gone. Now 1 cannot preach to 
you,but let my wafted ftrength, and ufelefs limbs, 
be a fermon to you. I am afraid of feme of 
you, after all I have fpoken to you. There 
are many prof. (Tors who can pray well, and 
talk well, whom we (hall find at the left hand 

U 2 
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of Chrifl another day. You have your trades, 1,( 
your eflates, your relations; be not taken with , 
thefe, but with God: O live on him. For the |m 
Lord*s fake, go home and take heed of the |! 
of the world, wot Idly cares, worldly comforts, I 
worldly relations,6-r. Oh! let not my labours 
and fufferings, let not my wafted ftrength, and 
ufelefs limbs, rife up in judgment againft you at 
the great day of the Lord.”—Then he faid, 
“ The Lord having given authority to his mi- j 
nifters to blefs Ms people, accordingly I bids j 
you in his name,” (ufing the words lie always 
ufed after facraments), ‘* The Lord blcfs you and ; 
keep you, the Lord caufe his face to Ihine upon 
you, and give you peace. And the God of j 
peace, that brought again from the dead our ; 
Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd of the Iheep, > 
through the blood of the everlafting covenant, | 
make you per ft & in every good work to do his j 
will, working in you that which is well pleaf- | 
ing in his fight, through Jefus Chrift; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

In the mornings, his firft fpeeches would be 
(which he alfo ufed in his health), “ Now we 
have one day more; this is one more for God; 
row let us live well this day, woik hard for 
our fouls; lay up much treafure in heaven this 
day, for we have but a few to live.” 

Being taken to the Bath, where he met with 
extraordinary kindnefs from firangers. for many 
reforted to him, to fee him, and hear him fpeak, 
having heard what a monument of mercy he 
was: he did delight himfelf much in the con- 
fideration of the Lord’s kindrels to him, and 

Jthe tokens of ftrangers their love, and would 
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i'often fay, “ I was a Hanger, and mercy took 

■me in; in prifon, and it came to me; fuk and 
//weak, and it vifited me.” N. B. He had been 
I much perfecuted, and put in prifon, for no 
(i other crime but preaching the goipel. 

He had a moft pious and affeftionate wife, 
I that waited clofeiy upon him, to whom he laid, 
r*t Now, my dear heart, my companion in all 
my tribulations and afflictions, I thank thee for 

! all thy pains and labours for me at home and 
i abroad, in prifon and liberty, in health and fick- 

nefs.” And he prayed, that the Lord would 
| requite her, fill her with all manner of grace 

and confolations, and lupport and carry her 
through all difficulties. 

He had fome conflicts with Satan a little be- 
1; fore his death: once he uttered thefe words, 

“ Away, thou foul fiend, thou enemy of all 
mankind, thou fubtile fophifter, art thou come 
now to molefl me? Now 1 am juft: going! Now 
1 am fo weak, and death upon me! Trouble me 
not, for I am none of thine! I am the Lord’s; 
Clirift is mine, and 1 am his, his by covenant; 
I have fworn myfelf to be the Lord’s, and his 
1 will be; therefore be gone.” Thefe laft words 
he repeated often, as pleading his covenanting 
with God, as a mean to reftft the devil and his 
temptations. When he looked on his weak 
confumed hands, he would fay, “ Thefe ffiall 
be changed: this vile body (hall be made like 
to Chrift’s glorious body. O what a glorious 
day will the day of refurreCtion be! Methinks 
I fee it by faith: how will the faints lift up 
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wfckcd world look then! O come let us make 1! 
halte, our Lord will come fliortly! If we long ;•!' 
to be in heaven, let us haden with our work; ?i' 
for when that is done, away we lhall be fetch- ■: t 
ed. O this vain, foolifh, dirty world! I won- I 
der how refonable creatures can fo dot upon it! | 
What is in it worth the looking after! I care 
not to be in it longer than while my Mafter j 
hath cither doing or fulferihg ^ork for me: 1 
were that done, farewell to earth.” 

This eminent faint had this tedimony given 1 
him by one; It may be faid of him, in as high i 
a degree as of mod faints on earth, that each 1 
thought was to him a prayer, each prayer a 
fong, each day a Sabbath, each meal a facra- | 
ment, aud fo his life on earth a forctade of that 1 
eternal repad, to which he hath now arived. 

34. The noble Marquis of Argyll, being a ' 
zealous friend of our covenanted reforms- 1 

tion, was put to death May 27th, 1661. His 
friends contrived methods for his making his , 
elcape out of the cadle of Edinburgh; but he 
thanked them, and told them, he would not 
difown the good caufe he had fo publicly e- 
fpoufed, butrefolvedto fufferthe utmod. When 
the ilntencc of death was paded by the parlia- 
ment, on Saturday May 25th, he faid, u I had 
the honour to let the crown upon the king’s 
head, and now he hadens me to a better crown 
than his own.” Then he was fent to the tol- 
booth. His excellent lady embracing him when 
he entered, wept bitterly, faying, fevcral times, tc The Lord will require it.” Not any in the 
room could refrain from tears; but the Marquis 
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f! himfelfvvas perfeftiy compofed, and faid, “For- 
jj bear, forbear; truly I pity them, they know not 
r what they are doing: they may Ihutmein where 
.1 they pleafe, but they cannot Ihut out God from 
i me. For my part, I am as content to be here 
(as in the cartle, and as content in the caftle as 

in the tower of London,” (where he was full 
put), ‘ and as content there as wlien at liberty; 
and 1 hope to be as content upon the fcaffold as 

: any of them all.”—He added, that he remem- 
bered a feripture cited to him lately by an ho- 
ned minifter in the raftle. and endeavoured to 
put it in practice, when Zighg was taken and 
burnt, and the people 1'poke of ftoning David, u He encouraged himfelf in the Lord his God.” 

I All his Ihoi t time, till Monday, he Ipent with, 
the grealeft fei enity and cheerfulnefs, and in the 
proper exercifes of a dying Chridian. He faid 
to fome miniiters, allowed to be with him in 
the prifon, that diortly they would envy him 
who was got before them.— \nd added, M:nd 
that I tell you, my Ikill fails me, if you who 
are miniders will not either fufFer much, or fin 
much: for though you go alongft with thefe 
men in part, if you do it not in all things, you 
are but where you were, and fo mud: fuffer; 
and if you go not at all in with them you diall 
but fuffer.” 

The Marquis was naturally timorous, but he 
defired thofe about him to obferve, as he could 
not but do, that the Lord had heard his prayers, 
and removed all fear from him. Ami indeed 
his friends work was to redrain and qualify 
his fervent longings after his dilFolution, and 
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not to fupport him under the near views of it. 
The Lord was exceeding kind to him at this 
time; for upon Monday-morning, that day he 
fuffered, when he was in the midft ofcompany, 
and thronged in fubfcribing papers relating to 
his eftate, he was fo overcome with a fingular 
manifeftation from God, that he broke out in 
a rapture, and faid, u I thought to have con- 
cealed the Lord’s goodnefs, but it will not do; 
I am now ordering my affairs, and God is feal- 
ing my charter to a better inheritance, and juft 
now laying to me, be of good cheer, thy 
fins are forgiven thee'1 After he had retired 
fometime alone, when he opened the door, 
Mr Hiuchefon, one of the miniftersthat attend- 
ed him, faid to him, What cheer, my lord? he 
anfwered, “ Good cheer, Sir, the Lord hath 
again confirmed and faid to me, from heaven, 
Son, be of good cheer, ihyfins are forgiven thee.,> 

And he gufhed out in abundance of tears of joy, 
fo that he retired to the windows, and wept 
there. Afterwards he faid in a perfeft rapture 
to Mr Hutchefon, “ I think his kindnefs over- 
comes me; but God is good to me, that lets not 
out too much of it here, for he knows 1 could 
not bear it: get my clock and let us go.” But 
being told that the town-clock was kept back, 
fo that the hour was not yet come; he anfwer- 
ed, u They are far in the wrong;” and pre- 
fently kneeled down, and prayed before all pre- 
fent, in a moft fweet and heavenly manner, to 
the refrefhment of all that were there. 

When he was going out to the fcaffold, he 
faid, I could die like a Roman, but I chufe ra- 
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f. ther to die as a ChrifHan. Come away, gen- 
| tlemcn, he that goes fii lingoes cleanliefh”  
/ \Vhen going down, he called Mr James Guthrie 
i to him, and embracing him in the mod; endear- 
i ing way, took his farewell of him. Mr Guthrie, 
Sat parting, addrefled the Marquis thus, “ My 

lord, God hath been with you. he is with you, 
t and God will be with you; and fuch is my rc- 
|j fpect for your lordlhip, that if I were not under 
I the lenience of death myfelf, I could cheerfully 

die for your lordlhip.” 80 they parted for a 
; Ihort feafon, in two or three days to meet in a 

better place. 
The Marquis, in his fpeech on the fcafFold, 

; hath thefe words, “ God hath laid engagements 
: upon Scotland; we are tied by covenant to re- 

it’giuuS.'U} reformation. Thole that were then 
unborn are engaged to it, and it palleth the 
power of any under heaven to abfolve a man 
from the oath of God.” 

35. Mr John Welfh, minifter of the gofpel at 
Ayr, whom Mr Rutherford (in his preface to 
his furvey of Antinomianifm) calls that apof- 
tolic, heavenly and prophetical man of God; 
and there tells us, that he had it from thofe that 
were witnelfes of his life, that of every twenty- 
four hours he gave ufually eight to prayer, 
and that he fpent many nights in prayer to God. 
interceeding for fuffering Proteftants abroad, as 
well as for his mother-church. This holy man, 
when prifoner in the caftle of Blacknrfs. and in 
the view of death, (being condemned to it for 
maintaining the liberties of this church, though 
afterwards the fentcnce was changed into ban-* 
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ifhment), in his letter to a chriltian lady hath 
thefe words: 

“ I long to eat of that tree which is planted in 
the midft of the paradife of God, and to drink 
of the pure river clear as cryftal, that runs 
through the flreet of the New Jerufalem. I 
long to be refrefhed with the fouls of them that 
are under the altar, who were ilain for the 
word of God, and the teflimony that they held; 
and to have thefe long white robes given me, 
that I may walk in white raiment with thefe 
glorious faints, who have walked their gar- 
ments, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Why Ihould 1 think it a ftrange 
thing to be removed from this place, to that 
where my hope, my joy, my crown, my elder 
Brother, my Head, my Father, my Comforter, 
and all the glorious faints are, and where 
the fong of Moles and the Lamb is fung j 
joyfully; where we lhall not be compelled to j 
lit by the rivers of Babylon, and hang up our 
harps on the willow-trees, but lhall take them 
up, and ling the new hallelujah, Bleffing, hon- 
our, glory, and power, to him that fits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever? 
What is there under the old vault of the hea- 
vens, and in this old-worn earth, which is 
groaning under the bondage of corruption, that 
ihould make me defire to remain here? I ex- 
pedl that new heaven and new earth, wherein 
righteoufnefs dwelleth, wherein I lhall reft for 
evermore. I look to get entry to the New 
Jerufalem at one of thefe twelve gates, where- 
upon are written the names of the twelve tribes 
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0 of Ifrael. I kno%v that Jefus Chrift hath pre- 
j pared them for me. Why may 1 not then, 
r with boldnefs in his blood, ftep into that glory, 
* where my Head and Lord hath gone before 
1 me? Jefus Chrifi: is the door and the porter; 

who then (hall hold me out? O thou faireft a- 
mong the children of men, the delight of man- 
kind, the light of the Gentiles, the glory of 
the Jews, the life of the dead, the joy of angels 
and faints, my foul panteth to be with thee. I 
refufe not to die with thee, that I may live 
with thee; I refufe not to fuffer with thee, 
that I may rejoice with thee. O when (hall 
1 be filled with his love! Surely, if a man 
knew how precious it is, he would count all 
things but droi’s and dung to gain it. I long 
for that fcaffold, or that ax, or that cord, that 
might be to me that lafl: ftep of this my weari- 
fome journey, to go to thee, my Lord. Who am 
I, that he fhould firft have called me, and then 
conftitute me a minifter of the glad tidings of 
the gofipel of falvation thefe many years, and 
now laft of all to be a fufferer for his caufe and 
kingdom? Thefe two points, jy?, That Chrift is 
the head of his church: zdly, That ftie is free 
in her government from all other jurifdi&ion, 
except Chrift; yea, as free as any kingdom un- 
der heaven, not only to convocate, hold, and 
keep her meetings and aftemblies; but alfo to 
judge of all her affairs amongft her members 
and fubjetts: thefe are the caufe of our fufferings. 
I would be moft glad to be offered up as a facri- 
fice for fo glorious a truth;, but, alas! I fear 
that my fins, and the abufe offo glorious things 
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as I have found, deprive me of fo fair a crown r 
Yet my Lord doth know, if he would call me 
to it, and flrengthen me in it, it would be to 
me the moft glorious day, and gladeft Ifour I 
ever faw in my life; but i am in his hands, to 
do with me whatfoever (hall pleafe him. 

This eminent faint fpent much of his time in 
the mount of prayer and wreftling with God; 
was admitted to very intimate nearnefs with 
him, and had many fecret things revealed to 
him from God. He ufed to fay, “ He wondred 
how a Chriflian could lie in bed all night, with- 
out rifing to fpend fome of the night in prayer 
and praife.” 

In his lafl: illnefs he had a great weaknefs in 
his knees, caufed by his continual kneeling at 
prayer, the flelh thereof became infenfible, and 
hard like a fort of horn; but when in his weak. 
ne(s he was defied to remit fomewhat of his 
former pamfulnefs, his anfwer was. “ He had 
his life of God, and therefore it (hould be fpent 
for him.” During his ficknels he was fo filled 
with the fenfible enjoyment of God, that he 
was fometimes overheard in prayer to have 
thefe words; “ Lord, hold thy hand, it is enough, 
thv fervant is a clay vdfel, and can hold no 
more.” 

36. MrChriftophcr Love, minifer of Laurer.ee- 
Jury, in London, who was beheaded on Tower- 
hill, Auguft 22. 1651, in time of Cromwell’s 
ufurpation, and for fufpe&ed plotting againft 
his government; his words on the f affold were 
moft pathetic and weighty.—c Although (faid he) 
there be but little between me and death; yet 
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this bears up my heart, there is but little be- 
i.ween me and heaven, it comforted Dr Taylor 
the martyr, when he was going to execution, 
that there were but two ililes between him and 
his Father’s houfe: there is a leffer way between 
me and my Fathers’s houfe,but twofleps between 
me and glory. It is but lying down upon that 
'block, and 1 lhall afcend upon a throne. I am 
this day failing towards the ocean of eternity, 
through a rough paffage, to my haven of reft, 
through a red fea to the promifed land. Me- 
thinks I hear God fay to me, a$ he did to Mofes, 
Go up to mount Nebo, and die there; fo to me. 
Go up to Tower-hill, and die there. Haac laid 
of himftlf, that he was old, and yet he knew 
not the'day of his death: but l cannot fay fo. 
I am young, and yet l know the day of my 
death; and I know the kind of my death, 
and the place of my death allb. I am put to 
fuch a kind of death, as two famous preach- 
ers of the gofpel were put to before me; 
John the Baptift, and Paul the apoftle, they 
were both beheaded. 1 read alfo in Rev. xx 4. 
The faints were beheaded for the word oj Gody and trfhmony of Jejus. But herein is the dif- 
advantage which l lie under in the thoughts of 1 many; they judge, that I fuffer not for the word 
of God, or for confcience, but for meddling 
with date-matters. To this I (hall briefly fay, 
that it is an oid trick of Satan, to impute the 
caufe of God’s peoples fuffeiings, to be con- 
trivements againft the ftate, when, in truth, it 
is their religion and confidence they are perfe- 
cted for. The rulers of Ifrael would have 

X 
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put Jeremiah to death upon a civil account, 
though indeed it was only the truth of his pro- 
phcfy that made the rulers angry with him: and 
yet upon a civil account, they pretend he mull 
die, becaufe he fell away to the Chaldeans, 
and would have brought in foreign forces to 
invade them. The fame thing is laid to my 
charge, of which I am as innocent as Jeremiah 
was. .So Paul, though he did but preach Jcfus 
Chrift, yet his enemies would have had him 
put to death, under pretence that he was a 
mover of fedition* Upon a civil account, my 
life is pretended to be taken away; whereas it 
is, becaufe I purfue my covenant, and will not 
proftitutemy principles and confcienceto the am- 
bition and lulls of men. I had rather die a cove- 
nant-keeper, than live a covenant-breaker. Be- 
loved, 1 am this day making a double exchange: 
I am changing a pulpit for a fcaffold, and a 
fcafFold for a throne: and I might add a third, 
1 am changing the prefence of this numerous 
multitude on Tower-hill, for the innumerable 
company of faints and angels in heaven, the 
holy hill of Zion; and I am changing a guard 
of foldiers for a guard of angels, which will re- 
ceive me. and carry me to Abraham’s bofom. 
This fcaffold is the belt pulpit that ever 1 preached 
in: in my church-pulpit, God through his grace 
made me an inllrument to bring others to hea- 
ven; but in this pulpit, he will bring me to 
heaven.” Afterwards he laid, u Though 
my blood be not the blood of nobles, yet it 
is Chriflian blood, minillers blood, yta more, 
it 15 ydfo innocent blood. 1 magnify the riches 
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of God’s mercy and grace towards me, that I 
who was born in Wales, ah obfcure country, 
and of obfcure parents, Ihould be Tingled out 
to honourable fuffering. For the fh ft fourteen 
year of my life I never heard a fermon preach- 
ed; yet in the fifteenth year of my life, it 
pleafed God to convert me. BlefTcd be Godt who not only made me a Chriftian, but alfo a 
minifter, judging me faithful, and putting me 
into the miniftry, which is my glory. I had 
rather be a preacher in a pulpit, than a prince 
upon a throne; I had rather be an inflruraent to 
bring fouls to heaven, than that all nations 
fhould bring tribute to me.—Formerly (faid 
he) 1 have been under a fpirit of bondage; yea, 
fometimes l have had more fear in drawing 
out a tooth, than now I have for cutting off my 
head. When fear was upon me, death was not 
near; now when death is near to me, my fear 
is evanilhed 1 am comforted in this, though 
men kill me, they cannot damn me; though they 
thruft me out of the world, yet can they not 
fliut me out of heaven. When I have fhed my 
blood, I expeft the full declaration of there mif- j 
fion of fins through the blood of Jefus Chrift. | 
I am going to my long home, and ye to your 
fhort homes; but I fhall be at my home, before i 
ye be at yours.”—He prayed, that feeing “ he 
was called to do the work which he never did, 
he might have thefirength which he never had.” 

Dr Wild, in his elegy, hath thefe lines. 
Mcthinks I hear beheaded faints above 
Call to each other ^ Sirs, make room for Love. 

X 2 
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TV ho 'when he came to tread the fatal ftage9 
{TVhich proved his glory, and his en'mies rage) I 
His blood ne'er run to's heart; (thrift's blood was ' 
Reviving it; his own was all to Jpare; [thcre9 L 
TVhich, rifmg in his cheeks, did Jeem to /ay. 
Is this the blood you thirfl fort Tukt't / pray. 1 
Spectators in his looks Juch life did fee. 
That they appear'd more like to die than he. 
Light'ning,which fill'd the air with blazing light. 
Did ferve for torches at that difinal night; 
In which, and all next day, for many hours, 
Heav'n groan'd in thunder, and did weep in 
Nor do I wonder thatGod thunder'dfo, {//lowers: 
IVhen's Boanerges murder'd lay below. 

37. Mrs Joyce Lewis, being condemned to 
be burnt for the Proteflant religion in queen 
Mary’s reign, when (lie heard that the writ for 
her execution was come, fhe faid to her fi iends, 
“As for death, I fear it not; for when I behold 
the amiable countenance of Jt fus Chrift my dear 
Saviour, the ugly face of death doth not much 
trouble me.” 

38. Bullinger of Zurich, in his ficknefs faid 
to his friends, “If the Lord will make any fur- 
there ufe of me and my miniftry in his church, 
I will willingly obey him; but if he pleafe 
(as I much defire) to take me out of this mif- 
erable life, I (hall exceedingly rejoice, that he 
pleafeth to take me out of this corrupt and 
wretched age, to go to my Saviour Chrift. 
For (faid he) if Socrates was glad when his 
death approached, becaufe (as he thought) he 
(hould go to Horaor, Hefiod, and other learned 



r men, whom he expected to meet with in 
i other world ; how much more do 1 joy, who am 

fare that 1 lhall fee my Saviour Jel'us Chrift, as 
alio the faints, patriarchs, prophets, apoftlcs, 
and all the holy men who have lived from the 
beginning of the world? Now, when I am fure 

! to lee them, and to partake of their joys, why 1 fhould I not willingly die, to enjoy their perpet- 
ual fociety and glory?” 

39. Mr Theodore Beza, a famous pallor in 
| Geneva, when he apprehended the approach 
I of death, reviled his will; and fo, eafing him- 

felf of all worldly thoughts, wholly betook 
himfelf to expert the time of his departure, 
which he had much longed for. He oft ufed 
the apoftle’s faying, 41 We are his workman- 
Ihip, created in Chrifl Jefus unto good works.” 
And that of Auguftine, Domine quod aepifli 
ptrfice^ ne in portue nauf 'ragium accidut. u Lord, 
perfect that which thou h ill begun, that I fnffer 
not Ihipwreck in the haven.” And that faying 
of Bernard; Domine, fcquemur te, per te, adte. | 
TV, quia Veritas; Per te, quia via: Ad te, quea \ 
vita. 4t Lord, we will follow thee, by thee, 
to thee. Thee, becaufe thou art the truth; 
by thee, becaufe thou art the way; to thee, 
becaufe thou art the life.” 

40. Melandthon of Wittemberg, Luther’s 
dear companion, faid, “ That he much longed 
to be d lTblved; and that for two reafons: iy?, 
That he might enjoy the much-defired prefence 
and fight of Chrift, and of the heavenly church. 
idly, That he might be freed from the cruel 
and implacable difeords of divines 

*3 
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41. Mr John Bradford, a minifter and mar- 1 

tyr in queen Mary’s reign, when the keeper || 
told him, that the next day he was to be burnt 1 
in Smithfield, he put off*his cap, and, lifting up I 
his eyes to heaven, faid, 1 thank God for it, it 1 
comes not now to me on a hidden, but as a 
thing waited for every day and hour; the Lord I; 
make me worthy thereof.” One Crcflwell * 
offering to interpofe for him, and dcfn ing to | 
know what his requeff: was, he faid, “ i have ‘ 
no requeff to make ; if the queen give me my 1 

life, 1 will thank her; if flie will baniih me, 1 
will thank her; if flie bum me, 1 will thank her; ’J 
if ftie will condemn me to perpetual imprifon- | 
ment, I will thank her.” The chancellor pref- 1 
ling him to do as others had done, in hopes of | 
the queen’s mercy; he faid, “ My lord, 1 defire J 
mercy with God’s mercy, that is, without do- 
ing or faying any thing againff God and his truth. , 
But mercy with God’s wrath, God keep me 
from.—God’s mercy (added he) I delire, and 
alfo would be glad of the queen’s favour, to live 
as a fubject without clog on confcience: but 
otherwife the Lord’s mercy is better to me 
than life. Life in his difpleafure is worfe than 
death, and death with his favour ^strue life.” 

In his letter to Dr Granmer, Dr Ridly, and Dr 
Latimer, he hath thefe words; “ Our dear bro- 
ther Rogers hath broken the ice valiantly. 
This day, or to-morrow at theuttermoff, hear- 
ty Hooper, lincere Saunders, and truffy Taylor, 
will end their courfe, and receive their crown. 
The next am 1, who hourly look for the por- 
ter to open me the gates after them, to enter 
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ti into the defired reft. God forgive me my un- 

thankfulnefs for tins exceeding great mercy. 
'Though 1 fuffer juftly, (for 1 have been a great 
hypocrite, unthankful drc. the Lord pardon me, 

; yea, he hath done it, he hath done it indeed), 
i yet what evil hath he done? Chrift, whom the 
| prelates perfecute, his truth which they hate 
I in me, hath done no evil, nor deferved death. 

O what am I, Lord, that thou Ihouldft thus 1 magnify me? Is it thy wont, to fend for fuch a 
wretched hypocrite in a fiery chariot, as thou 

J didft fend for Elias ?” 
In one of his mediations, after confefling of 

fin, faith he, “O what now may we do! dcfpair? 
no, for thou art God, and thei efore good; thou 
art merciful, anti therefore thou forgiv’eft fin: 
with thee there is mercy and propitiation, and 
therefore thou art worftiippcd. When Adam 
fumed, thou gaveft him mercy before he defir- 
ed it; and wilt thou deny us merty, who now 
defire the fame; Adam excufed his fault, and 
accufed thee; but we accufe ourfelves, and 
excufe thee: and fhall we be fent empty away? 
How often in the wildcrncfs didft thou Ipare 
Ifrael, and defer thy plagues at the requfft of 
Moles, when the people themfelves made no 
petition to thee? Now we do not only make 
our petitions to thee, but alfo have a Mediator, 
far above Mofes, to appear for us, even Jcfus 
Chrift thine own Son; and ftiafi we (dear Lord) 
depart a'fhamed?—O merciful Lord, for thine 
own glory fuller not the enemy of thy Son 
Chrift, the Romilh Antichrift, thus wretchedly 
to delude and draw from thee our poor breth- 



ren, for whom thy dear Son once died, erf ip 
Suffer him not to feduce the fimple fort withU 
his fond opinion, that his falfe gods, his blindJli 
mumbling, feigned religion, or his foolilhfi 
fupcrftition, doth give him fuch conquefts, fuclitt 
vidlories, and fuch triumphs over us. But, O i 
Lord, this is thy righteous judgment, to punifli 
us with the tyrannical yoke of blindnefs, becaufe i 
we have call away from us the fweet yoke of 
the wholefome words of thy Son our Saviour.,, ; 

In his letter to Mrs Anne Warcup, he faith, 
IVly ftaff flandeth at the doer. I look continual- l 
ly for the .fhcriff to come for me; and I blefs \\ 
God 1 am ready for him.—Now go I to praftife j 
that which I have preached.^—Now I am climb- i 
ing up the hill; it will caufe me puff and blow 
before l come to the cliff. The hill isfteepand { 
high, my breath is fhort, and my fixengih is ; 
feeble. Pray therefore to the Lord forme, that, | 
as 1 have now through his goodnefs even al- 
mofl come to the top, I may by his grace be 
flrengthened, not to reft till l come where I 
fhould be." 

He was Angular for humility and felf-abafe- 
ment, though a moft eminent faint. He fub- | 
feribed fome of his letters, The moff miferable, 
hard-hearted, unthankful finner, John Bradford. 
A very painted hypocrite, John Bradford. A//- 

ferrimus peccator, John Bradford. The linful 
John Bradford. 

42. Mr Edward Deering, a little before his 
death, laid to his friends, “ As for my death, 1 
blefs God I feel and find fo much inward joy 
and comfort to my foul, that, if 1 were put to 
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(ny choice, whether I would die or live, I would 

1 thoufand times rather choofe death than life, 
fit may (land with the holy will of God.,, 

43. Mr Hubert Rollock, when a-dying, pray- 
ed, Lord, 1 have hitherto feen but daikly in the 
;lafs of thy word; now grant that I may enjoy 
he eternal fruition of thy countenance, which I 
lave fo much defircd and longed for. Hade, 

Lord, and do not tarry; 1 am weary both of 
nights and days: come, Lord Jefus, that I may 
come to thee. Break thefe eye-drings, and 
give me others; I defire to be dilTblved, and to 
be with thee; hade, Lord Jefus, and defer no 
longer. Go forth, my weak life, and let £ bet- 
ter fuceed. O Lord Jt fus, thurd thy hand into 
my body, and take my foul to thyfelf. O 
my fweet Lord, fet this foul of mine free, that 
it may enjoy her hudund.” 

44. Galeacious Curracciolus, marquis of 
Vico, when a-dying, took his leave of his wife, 
and all his Chridian friends, telling them, that 
he would lead them the way to heaven. And 
he cried to Jefus Chrid, that “ As he had fought 
him all his life, fo now he would receive and 
acknowledge him as his own.” 

45. The famous Lord Dupleflis in France, 
when a-dying, was much concerned for the 
church of God in cliftrefs, praying earnefily for 
her deliverance. He particularly bleffed fuch 
of his grandchildren as were following the du- 
dies of learning, faying, that he was adiired they 
diould be bleffed with the blellings both of hea- 
ven above, and of the earth beneath.” When 
a minidcr (poke of the fervice he had done the 
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church by his writings, he faid, “ Alas, what 
was there of mine in that work? Say not, thagli 
it was I, but God by me.” Then, lifting up hjs i 
hands above his head, he cried three time* : 
IVlercy, mercy, mercy.'* Adding, k‘ that he 
did it, to (hew that it was the alone mercy ofl 
God to which he had recourfe.”—And declarll'; 
ed, that his faith was altogether founded upon: 
the goodnefs of God in Jelus Chrift, who by the 
Father had been made unto him, as to all others 
that believe in him, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fane- .* 
tification, and redemption.—“ Away (faid he)' 
with all merit; I call for nothing but mercy, frep 
tneicy." When one was blclling God for giv-l* 
ing him fuch peace and comfort at his end, he: 
faid, I feel, 1 feel, what 1 fpeak. As to his faithit 
of the truths of God, he faid, “ He was entirely!1 

perfuaded thereof, by the demonftration of 
God’s holy Spirit, which was more powerful,, 
more clear, and more certain, than all the de- 
monftrations of Euclid.” When fecretly pray- 
ing, he was overheard faying in broken fen- 
tences, “ I fly, I fly to heaven. Let the angels 
carry me to the bofom of my Saviour.” After- 
wards, he faid, “ I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and l fliall fee him with thefeeyes Hifce 
oculiswhich words he repeated four or five 
times. 

46. Jerome of Prague, when he was faflened 
to the flake, and the executioner began to kin-- 
die the fire behind him, he bade him kindle it 
befoT e his face. u For (faid he) if l had been 
afraid of it, I had not come to this place, hav- 
ing had fo many opportunities offered me to 
efcape it.** 
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1^7. Mr Hooker, a minifter in New-England, 
jj.cn one that flood weeping at his bed-fide, 
pien he lay a-dying, Paid to. him, Sir, you arc 
ijing to receive the reward of all your labours; 
t replied, “ Brother, I am going to receive 
|Srcy.” 
I48 Mr Heron, another minifler there, when 
mg, and leaving a family of many fmall chil- 

fen; his poor wife fell a-weeping, and Paid, 
as! what will become of all thefe children? He 
ePently and pleaPantly replied, “ Never fear; 

: that feeds the young ravens, will not flarve the 
>ung Herons.” And indeed it came to pafs ac- 
brdingly. It was an ancient obPervation con- 
srning the Englifh martyrs under the bloody 
larian perfecution, 4‘ 'That none of them went 
lore joyfully to the flake, than thofe who had 
he greatefl families to commit unto the Lord.” 

49. Chryfoflom, when the emprePs Eudoxa, 
an Arian), Pent a threatning meffage to him, 

te Paid, “ Go tell her, Nil nifi peccatum timeo, 
fear nothing but fin.” When he was fenten- 

sed to banifhment, he Paid, None of thePe things 
rouble me; for I Paid before within myfelf, If 
-he emprePs will, let her banifh me; the earth 
,s the Lord’s, and the fulnels thereof. If the 
frill, let her Paw me aPunder; Ifaiah was 
to ufed: If fhe will, let her cad me into the 
fea; I will remember Jonah: if fhe will, let 
her cad me into a burning fiery furnace, or to 
the wild beads; the three children and Daniel 
were Po ferved: If fhe will, let her done me, 
or cut o r my head; I have St Stephen and the 
Baptid for my companions. If fhe will, let 
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her take away all my fubftance; Naked came 
out of my mother’s womb, and naked (hall I 
return thither again.” 

But I mud break off, for time woyld fail me 
to enumerate the many inftances of the faith, 
love, patience, hope, courage, and conftancy of 
the faints and martyrs of Jefus, when in the 
view of death. Some have told the perfecutors, 44 That they might pull the hearts out of their 
bodies, but they could never pluck the truth 
out of their hearts.” Others have laid, i4 That 
if every hair of their heads were men, they 
fliould all fuffer death for Chrid and his truths. 
— >h ((aid one of them) can 1 die but once 
fo, Chrid?” 

I'o conclude; let thefe examples prompt us 
to feck grace from God, and make it our ear- 
ned dudy to imitate and follow fuch a Cloud of 
Witncdls, that we may die martyrs in refolu- 
tion, our graces may be mod lively at the lad, 
our evening-fun may dune blighted, and we 
may go off the dage glorifying God, and leav- 
ing a fweet favour behind us, as thefe famous 
worthies, whofe praife is in the churches, have 
done before us. 
Direct. VII- Let dying perfons be much in 

prayer and ejaculatiutis to God. 
PR \ YER is the native breath of renewed 

fouls; it is as necdfiry to their fpiritual 
life, as breath is to the natural life, Lam. iii. 56. 44 Hide not thine ear at my breathing.” 1 he 
fird thing a child of God doth, when he is new- 
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bom, is to breathe by prayer. Aftsix. ir, ,u Behold he prayeth.” And it is alfo bis lafl 
work in the world to pray, A£tevii. 59,60. J“ And they honed Stephen,, calling upon God, 

uand faying, Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit. 
/And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. 
And when he had faid this, he fell afleep.,, A 
dying Chriflian hath many to pray for; he is to 
pray for the church of God, for his friends and 
relations, and alfo for his enemies, as Stephen 

; did; of which I fpake before.. But efpeciajly he 
mull; pray forhimfeif, that fin may be forgiven, 

s and that he may have fafe conduft through the 
) dark valley. 1 have heard of fome that have 
i been found dead upon their knees: a noble 
l pofture to die in! How agreeable is it, to en- 

ter praying into the land of praife? So did 
Stephen, yea, fo did our blefied Saviour him- 
felf; “Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. Father, in to thy bands 1 com- 
mend my fpiiit.” The lalt words that holy 

| Ufher uttered were, “ But, Lord, in fpecial 
j forgive my fins of omifiion.” “ Lord, (faid 
- dying Beza), perfect that which thou halt be- 
, gun, that I fuffer not {hip-wreck in the haven,” 

I remember to have read of an old minifier, 
f when he found death approaching, he faid, 
■ “ I defire to die like the poor thief, crying to 
l the crucified Jefijs for mercy. 1 am nothing, 

f have nothing, 1 can do nothing, except what is 
unworthy. My eye, and hope, and faith, is to 
Chrifl on his crofs. 1 bring an unvvorthinefis 
like that of the poor dying thief unto him, and V 
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have no more to plead than he. Like the poor 
thief crucified with him, 1 am waiting to be re- 
ceived by the infinite grace of my Lord, into his 
kingdom.” Let us in like manner die, crying 
to a crucified Jtfus for mercy. Lord, remember 
me, now thou art in thy kingdom. 

O dying Chrihian, remember the time of ; 
prayer is near an end; after death there will be 
no more occafion for prayer. O then beg that 
the fpirit of prayer may be fo poured down 
upon you at this time, that you may be enabled 
to pour out your heart before God, both for i 
yourfelf and others. O how earneilly fliould 
you pray then, when you are taking your leave 
of prayer! Mind the example which your 
Redeemer gave you; it was before his death 
that he offered up prayers and Explications 
with flrong crying and tears unto God. I ac- 
knowledge, fick and dying perfons are fre- 
quently out of cafe for making prayers of any 
great length or continuance, (which confider- 
ation fliould excite us to the greater diligence 
in prayer in the time of our health); and there- 
fore they ought to be the more frequent and 
fervent, in fliort and fuitable ejaculations and 
petitions to God, as their exigencies do require. 
Some Meditations and Ejaculations, 

proper for fick and dying perjons, and ejpe^ \ 
dally for a dying believer. 

OL OR D, thou art the God of my life, and 
haft the keys of death in thy band. Thou 

haft meafured the length of my life, and ap- 
pointed the hour of my death. The number of 
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my months and days is with thee, and thou hail 
appointed the bounds over which I cannot pafs. 

What is my life but a vapour, that appeareth 
for a litle time, and then vanifheth away? At 
the longed, how fliort is it I and at the ftrongeft, 
how weak! “ What man is it that liveth here, 
and (hall not fee death ? When a few days are 
come, l will'go the way whence I (hail not re- 
turn.” God hath decreed it, fin hath deferved 
it, my frailty demonftrates it, death’s harbin- 
gers proclaim it, and I mud expett it. 

There is no difeharge in this war, no ex- 
emption from death’s droke. Death’s meden- 
gers are come to warn me, that my lad day 
and lad hour draweth nigh. The found of 
their mader’s feet is behind them. This clay- 
houfe mud be dilfolved, my foul diflodged, and 
my place here (hall know me no more; 1 will 
be quickly as water fpilt on the ground, that 
cannot be gathered up again. 

O that 1 may be fuitably exercifed in my 
prefent weak and dying condition! When my 
flefh faileth, and my heart fainteth within me, 
O that God may be the drength of my heart, 
and portion for ever! When the keepers of the 
houfe do tremble, let God watch over it, and 
be the keeper of my foul! When the grinders 
do ceafe, becaufe they are few, let my foul be 
fed with manna from heaven. When the 
daughters of mufick are brought low, let xny 
foul be difpofed for hearing the fong of Mofes 
and the Lamb, in the temple above. W'hen 
thefe that look out at the windows are dark- 
ened, let the eyes of my foul be enlightened to 
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beholtl, with the dying martyr Stephen, the ! 
heavens opened, and the gloi ions Jefus ftandifig 
on the right hand of God, making interceflion i1- 
for me, and ready to receive me. Let my ■ 
hope and defire look out at the windows, and 
fay, Why is his chariot fo long a-coming? j1 

and why tarry the wheels ofhis chariot? Make Ip 
hafie, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a 
young hart on the mountains of Bether.’* 

O that I may obferve the afflicting hand of | 
God in my prefent ficknefs! Surely affliction ; 
cometh not out of the dull, nor doth trouble 
i'pring out of the ground. O Lord, rebuke me 
not in thine indignation, nor chaften rpe in thy 
3iot difpleafure. Have mercy on me,O Lord, fori 
am weak; and heal me, for my bones are vex- | 
ed. When thou with rebukes dolt correct man i 
for iniquity, thou makelt his beauty to conlume 
away like a moth:^ furely every man is vanity. 
Thefcrrows of my heart are enlarged, O bring 
me out of my difirefics. Look upon my afflic- 
tion and roy pain, and forgive all my fin. I look 
for fympatby to my great High Pried, who is 
touched with the feeling of my infirmities. 
My help and flrength is in him. 

O that, when 1 am afflicted, I may not de- 
fpife the chafiening of the Lord, nor faint when 
1 am rebuked of him! Let me hear the rod, 
and him that hath appointed it. Let me kil’s 
the rod, and accept of the punifhmcnt of mine 
iniquity. O that in my affliction 1 may be 
helped to humble myfelf greatly before the 
God of my fathers, and make a true and peni- 
tent confelfion of my fins! 
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Oh! what (hall I fay to thee, O thou Pre- 

f] ferver of men? I will fay, Lord, be merciful to 
n me; heal my foul, for i have finned againfi: ther« 
11 acknowledge, that through an evil heart of 

U unbelief, I have many a time departed away from 
j the living God. O how vainly and fooliftdy 
j have I lived in the world! How lavifii of my 
| precious time! How unmindful of my latter- 
i end! How carelcfs of my immortal foul! How 
! Intle in preparation for eternity! Oh, my own 
heait condemns me, my fins tefiify agaiiift me; 
and thou who knowefi them better than I do 
my felf, together with their &veral aggravations, 
mightefi juftly condemn me too. But my com- 
fort is,that with thee theLordtheie is mercy, that 
thou mayeft be feared; and with thy .Son there 
is plenteous redemption: wherefore, for his lake, 
be pleafed to forgive me all my by-pa(t Irani- 
grelfions, whether in thought, word, or deed, 
thofc I remember, and thole i have forgotten, and 
Jet them neither be charged on me to my lhame 
and confufion in this world, nor to my everlafi- 
ing ruin in that which is to come. Lord, for- ' 
give the follies of my childhood, the extrava- 
gancies of my youth, and all the mu]uities of 
jny riper years. 

Oh! I am polluted with fin, and dare not ap- 
pear before God with my own filthy rags upon 
me. When Adam loft the garment of original 
righteoufnefs, he fled from God, and dreaded 
the fummons of offended jnftice. Now, there 
is no appearing before God with acceptance, but 
in the garment of his Son my elder brother. 
Now can have boldnefs to enter into the holielt 

- 
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of all, but by the blood of Jefus. O enable me 
to difclaim whatfocver duties 1 have perform- 
ed, or graces I have exercifed, and to rely on r 
a crucified Chrift alone for pardon and life, | t Though thou fliyefi: me, let me die trufting in ; t 
and cleaving to a crucified Jefus. 

Now the powers of darknefs will feek to 
raife tempt ft to Ihipwreck the vf flel of my foul, 
when it would enter into the eternal haven; O 
tint like the wife mariner, when the fiorm 
approacheth, I may endeavour to fecure the vef- 
iel with the anchors of faith and hope faltened ; 
on the Hock Chrifl! 

O that, when the time of combat with my 
lalt enemy cometh, 1 may above all take the 
Ihicld of faith, whereby I may be fheltered : 

from the fling of death, and may quench the 
fiery darts of the wicked one! 

O that the Lord of hofls, the Captain of my 
falvation, may be with me in my lafi: conflict, 
and may help me to put on the whole armour 
of God, and give me fkill to ufe it, that I may 
be able to hand in the evil day! Teach my 
hands to war, and my fingers to fight, that 
through thee 1 may do valiantly, and tretd 
down all mine emenies. O that now 1 may fo 
finifh my com fe, and fight the good fight of 
faith, that at death I may receive the crown of j 
righteoufinefs, which the righteous Judge will 
give to all that love his appearing. O that my 
faith may ripen into a full affurance, that I 
may go off the flage with joy, and an abundant 
entrance may be adminiftred unto me into the 
kingdom of my Lord and Saviour Jefus ChrifU 
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O that the night of my death may ftiine 
• 11 bright with the fparkling liars of heavenly 
Ugraces 1 Lord, increaie my faith 1 let the pil- 
I grim’s half of faith be never out of my hand, 

till 1 come to my journey’s end. O let me get 
IChrift all in my arms, like old Simeon before 

his death, that I may lay, like him, “ Now let 
thy fervant depart in peace; for mine eyes have 
feen thy falvation.” Kindle the fire of heavenly 
love in my foul, and give me a tafle of heaven- 

I ly joys. O for one beam of thy light, to banifh 
I away all my doubts and fears! Lord, let in 
ii fomething of heaven to my foul, before itfelf go 

into heaven. 
Lord, take me not out of this life till thou 

! halt fitted me for a better. May 1 be fitted for 
heaven before I leave the caitli, and finifh my 
work before I finifh my conrft! Make me ready 
to meet thee at thy coming, that fo thy com- 
ing may not be the matter of my terror, but the 
matter of my hope, ddires, and joyful expecta- 
tions. O that 1 may be in a longing frame for 
that bliffed time, when he will come, and put 
a period to all my fins, forrows, troubles, and 
temptations here; and when 1 (hall exchange 
jny prefent being in the body, for an everlaft- 
ing being with the Lord! Lord, firengthen my 
faith and hope, that fo neither the fweetnefs of 
life, the pain of death, nor apprehenfions 
about my future (late, may make me unwilling 
to die. Is my Redeemer afeended, and gone 
before me to prepare a place for me; why then 
(hould I be ilolhful to go in, and poffds the good 
land? 
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Mercy hath filled up all my life, and brought m 

me near to the end of it; O let it not leave me : 
now, when all the enjoyments offhe world are jp 
nothing to me, and 1 am to take an everlafting Ik 
farewell of them all. Now one fmile of thy t 
face, one tafte of thy love, would be rtrength 
and joy to my departing foul. O remember the 
word to thy fervant, upon which thou haft 
canted me to hope; haft thou not laid, “ I will 
never leave thee, nor for fake thee?'’ O fulfil this 
word to me in the time of my need. O let me , 
never go off the ftage with a heavy heart, or a ! 
guilty conlcicnce; but may I depart in peace, 
and lleep in Jefus. Let me breathe out my de- j 
parting foul to thee, and truft it in thy hand 
and fafe-keeping: and let my flefii reft jn hope 
of riling glorioufly at the laft day, through him 
who is the rcfurre&ion and the life, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 

Love and praife is the exercife of faints for 
ever; may l be acquaint with it here! O lhail 
I not love and praife him, who hath forgiven 
all my iniquities, healed all my difeafies, re- 
deemed my life from deftru&ion, and crowned 
me with loving-kindnefs and tender mercies? 
He hath caufed goodnefs and mercy follow rrw; 
all thfe days of my life; and fhall not l follow 
him with praifes at the end of it? 

Now the time of my departure is at hand, and 
the lamp of life is ready to be extinguilhed. 
O that 1 may die in faith, that whether the 
lamp go out of its own accord, or by fome hid- 
den blaft, it may be lighted again by the im- 
mortal beanos of the Sun of righteoufnefs! And 
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hough I be overtaken with the fleep of death, 

jind he down in the bed of the grave; yet fhall 
! awake again in the morning of the refurreo 
lion, that morning which ihal] never be fuccecd- 
ed by an evening; when I (hail behold thy face 
in righteoufnefs, and be eternally fatisfied with 
thy likenefs. 

I Now 1 am going the w’ay of all the earth, 
ready to launch forth into eternity, where I 
fhall be fixed in my everlafting condition. Grant 
me, Lord, the pei fc<ft ufe of my fenfes, of my 
reafon and underftanding, that 1 may glorify 
thy name, and edify my neighbours to the laft 
moment of my departure. And now, when I 
am to conflift with the king of terrors, O fup- 
port and affift me in my foreft extremities and 
lad agonies. O mercifully mitigate death’s 
pangs, and let my paifage be eafy, and my land- 
ing fafe. Stand by me in my dying moments, 
and fuccour my foul in thy hands from all its 
deadly enemies. And when I am numbered, 
among the dead, let me alfo be numbered among 
the redeemed and bleflcd of the Lord for ever. 

O Lord, thou determined both the bounds of 
man’s life, and the bounds of his habitation. If 
a hair of my head cannot fall to the ground 
without thy providence, far lefs can my uhole 
body fall into the grave without it. Thou had 
told me plainly, that I mud die; but mercifully 
had concealed the time, place, and manner, 
that I might always dandupon my guard, every 
hour expt <d thy coming, and have my accounts 
in my hand, always prepared to give them up 
to thee my Judge. Judly mighted thou have 
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fnatchcd me away by a furprifing call, and fluWt 
den ftroke: but in thy goodnel's thou giveft mei 
warning, and time to let my houfe and foul in 
order. O gracioufly finifti what is now want- ■ 
ing of the work of thy grace in my heart and it 
foul, and throughly accomplilh and furnUh me to J 
appear in thy blefled prefence. May I now dieli. 
to lin every hour, that I may not die for fin 
hereafter. Caufe fin wholly to die before me, r 
that it may not rile in judgment againft me it 
after death. 

O God, be thou my refuge and ftrength, and i; 
a very prefent help in trouble; and then I will li 
rot fear though the waters of afflidtion rage, , 
and be troubled, and though all the mountains p 
of earthly comforts ftiake with the fweiling ; 
thereof. There is a river, the ftreams where- 
of (hall make glad the city of God. O let my 
foul dwell befide thefe living ftreams, and drink, i 
of them for ever. In the valley of the Ihadow [j 
of death, Lord, be thou prefent as the good 
.Shepherd with thy guiding rod, and fuppoi ting 
ftaff; and make my departure eafy, and full of 
peace and hope. Lord, carry me fafe through 
the dark pafiage upon which I am entering, and j 
let me find it a gate of glory, a door opened j 
into the everlarting kingdom and joy of the 
Lord. Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit, and let j 
it be prefented, juftified, and fpotlefs to the 
Father, that it may come to the fpirits of jull: 
men made perfeft, and join with them in Ting- 
ing the new fong, u Worthy is the Lamb that ; was flain, and hath redeemed us to God by his 
blood, to receive power, honour, glory, and 
blefling for ever. Amen." 
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Ionic Meditations for drooping Believers^ when 

death is near. 
TRavellers, who have met with many dorms, 

troubles, and dangers in their journeys, re- 
' |oice when they come near to their own coun- 
try; and (hall not I, a ftranger and pilgrim, that 
hath been long wandering in a wildernefs, be 
iglad when I come near my bleffed home, my 
dear friends, and eternal habitation? 

With what cheerfulnefs do fome women en- 
dure the pains of child-bearing, being fuppored 
with the hopes of a child’s being born in the 
world? And what is the joy of a man-child 
being brought into this finful and mifer- 
able world, to the joy of a fanftihed foul’s 
being brought out of it into heaven for ever? 
It is pleafant when the hard winter gocth over, 
the meflengers of the fpring, the linging of birds 
doth come: and dial! not 1 rejoice, when fick- 
nefs and forerunners of death do tell me, that 
the winter of my darknefs and trouble is pad, 
and the dimmer of my eternal light and joys is 
at hand? 

What though death be the king of terrors? is 
( not glorious (Jhrill the King of comforts? Have 

not 1 met already with this bkded King; and 
why fhould 1 fear to meet with the other? Olet 
ray drength and fupport at this time come from 
Chrid, my covenanted Redeemer. 

O l.ord, deliver my foul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling! O 
bring me out of the miry day, fet my feet up- 
on a rock, and edablifli my goings, and put a 
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newfongin my mouth>evcn praifes to our GodI j. 

Lf Jacob went down To cheerfully into Egypt, f 
when God hadfaid unto him, “Fear not to go ; 
doAV’n; for I will go down with thee, and I will 1 

bring thee up again;” why (liould a believer fear r 
to go down to the grave, when God hath un- ‘ 
dertaken to go down with him thither, and to r 
bring him up again? His body may be turned ' 
into duft, but God is in covenant with his dull, 
and will not fuffer the leaft particle of it to be 1 

loft. 
Are not the righteous taken away from the 

evil to come? Do they not reft in their beds, 
and enter into peace? Why then Ihould l 
grudge at dying? When the Lord is to bring 
heavy wrath and judgments upon a land, he 
frequently houfeth many of his people in hea- v 
ven before-hand; and how happy are thefe |! 

that win the houfe before the fweeping hail- j 
Ihower doth fall. A believer needeth not to ! 
look for any fettled fair weather in this world; j 
it will be nothing but one ftiower up, and 
another down, till he be houfed in heaven. O 
why then fhould 1 linger in this wihlernels! 

liow highly dignified is the believer, in being 
made an heir of God, and a joint heir with his 
owh Son Jcfus Chrifl! lb thaiChrift and the be- 
liever do, as it weie, divide heaven betwixt 
them; they have the Line Father, dwell in the ; 
fame houfe, fit at the lame table, reign on the 
fame throne, and partake of the fame glory. 
O what, honour is this, which is put upon a 
worm of the earth! It is indeed but little that 
the young heir enjoys of the inheritance while 
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iin this world; no more than will ferve to bear 
his charges to heaven, where he (hall get all, 
forget his prefent. (b aits, ami remember his po- 
verty no more. O why then (hould net I, like 
a young heir, be looking and longing for the 
expiring of my minority, when I (hall arrive at 
ripe age, and enter upon the full poffdlion of 
the inheritance! O that I could fend out faith 
and hope, thefe two faithful fpies, to furvey the 
promited land, or at lead to vifit the borders 
of my elder brother's country! what an encou- 
raging report would they bring back! My goi i- 
ous Lord is gone, he hath left the earth, and 
entered into hisglory; my brethren and friends 
have many of them arrived there alfo. How 
great is the difference betwixt my (late and 
theirs! I am groaning out my complaints, hut 
they are Tinging God’s praife: 1 am indarknels, 
and cannot fee God; but they are in light, and 
fee him face to face. O my Lord, (hall I flay 
behind, when they are gone? Should I be fritil- 
fied to wander in the wildernefs, far clidant 
from my Father and my God, when they are 
triumphing above, dividing the fpoil? No, 1 will 
look dill after them with a dedfad eye, and 
try, O Lord, how long? i will wait now in hope, 
yea, rejoice in the forethoughts of the day, 
when my minority (hall be expired, my pil- 
grimage finiflicd my banUhment ever, that I 
may get home to my country and fr jrnds above. 

What though my days lie dark and gloomy 
now, my winter be (harp and dormy? why, it 
is but lliort, and near over; the eternal fnmmen 
approacheth; the long day, the high fyn, aad 



254 tHE AFFLICTED 
the fair garden of my well-beloved, above thefe j 
vifible heavens, will quickly make amends for I 
all. Let me get up by faith, and vifit the new J 
land, view the fair city, and behold the white 
throne, and the Lamb that fits thereon, that I 
may rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Shall many of the heirs of wrath go finging 
and rejoicing to hellj and will an heir of God 
go drooping and forrowing to heaven? Oh, let J 
me not, by my behaviour on a death-bed, bring 
up a bad report upon ChrifTs good way, and 
the land which he hath purchaled. 

Have 1 fuel) great and precious promifes left 
me, and (hall I not live and feed upon them in 
the time of my need? Shall I not truft the word J 
of him that is faithful and true ? Hath he not J 
laid to me, “ When thou paflefl: through the | 
waters, 1 will be with thee; and thiough the 
rivers they (hall not overflow thee: when thou ! 
walked through the fire, thou (halt not be 
burnt; neither (hall the flame kindle upon thee!” 1 
When the difciplcs were fore toffed with winds 
and waves, thou cameft to them in the fourth 
watch of the night, walking on the waters; and | 
when their fears were increafed, thou laidfl, 
“ it is I, be not a afraid.” Thou rebukedfl J 
the winds, and there pi efently followed a great 
calm. My Redeemer’s companions continue; | 
his bowels are not (hut up this day, more than 
in the days of his fldh. “ Jdus Chrift is the j 
fame to-day, yefterday, and forever.” 

Ah! I have too little improver) my acquain- 
tance with precious Chrift in the day of my 
Jtifc! How ready am l to miikcn and midake 
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Rtiim, when he changcth his difpofitions towartis 
|me! Though I have been long 7 at ChriH’s 
Hchool, what fmall proficiency liave I made in 
Ithe work and myftery of faith? How little 
lhave I learned to believe in the dark, and to 
drop an anchor at midnight upon the Rock of 

lages, and to look out for the dawning of the day? 
r Surely the day lhall break, and the fhadows 
I flee away: my King cometh, my wtll- beloved is 
on his way; he hath lent his letter before him 
to warn me of it, faying, Behold I coma 
quickly.” O that like the cold and wearied 
night-watch, I may be looking out for the ap- 
of the morning-flar, and the breaking of the 
caftern fky; and may be ftiil crying, “Even 
fo, come Lord Jefus, come quickly.” 

Thou hart; laid, u Light is I'own for the righ- 
teous, and gladnefs for the uptight in heart.” 
Surely God’s feed lhall not lie always beneath 
the clods; the time is at hand, when it fhall 
fpring; and joyful will the corp be at Eft. O 
that, like David in affliction, 1 would encourage 
myfelf in the Lord my God, and fay, u The 
Lord liveth, bLffed be my rock!” why fliouhl 
1 droop, while my Lord liveth, and my rock 
flandeth? My hopes may die, my comforts may 
die, my gifts die, my riches die, my relations die, 
and my body die; but good news, u The Lord 
liveth, blcffed be my roci<!” The difciples had 
a melancholy time while Chrift was dead, and 
lying in the grave; but that fad time is over, 
he is now rifen, and will die no more. Nay, 
he hath proclaimccUt for my comfort, faying, 
“ Fear not, I am the firrt and the lad. 1 am 
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he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, 1 am 
alive for evermore, amen; and have the key* 
of hell and death.” 

When my foul is call down within me, let n 
me remember God from the land of Jordan, 
and the hill Mizar; that I may reafon myfelf 
out of all my fears and difeouragements; F for yet, 41 the Lord will command his loving- 
kind neis in the day-time, and in the night his ; 
fong (hall be with me, and my prayer to the 
God of my life.” ! 4 • Why then art thou cafl down,0 my foul, and 
why art thou difquieted within me? hope thou j 
in God, for I {hall yet praife him, who. is the 
health of my countenance, and my God.” 

Now, when death is at hand, let not my Sa-. 
viour be far off. He who remembered the dy- 
ing thief, and fpoke comfortably to him, let 
him now remember me when he is feated in his 
kingdom, and fay to my foul, “ This day thou • 
(halt be with mein paradife.” When it is ab- | 
fent from the body, let it be prefent with flic 
Lord. Let the angels now be ready to do their 
office, to carry my departing foul into Abra- 
ham’s bofom. Let me now depart, that I may 
be with Chrifl; yea, be for ever with the Lord, 
that l may fee his face. Let me dwell there, 
where they have no night, need no candle, nor 
light of the fun for ever; where God ffiall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, and there {hall 
be no more death, neither 1’orrow nor crying. 

Father, into tby hands I commit my fpirit. 
By the hands of him who hath redeemed it, let • 
it be prefented to thee without fpot or wrinkle, 
or any fuch thing. 
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VAn addition of fome further Meditations proper 

for any fick perj'on in the vievj of death. 
THE Lord is pleafcd fometimes to cart men 

down on beds of ficknefs, and draw the 
mitain betwixt the world and them, that they 

ay take a view of their by-paft life, and future 
ilate. Now is it time for me to look into my 
foal, and examine my Hate. Oh, how many do 
mil's falvation, when they think themfdves fare 
of it! They miftake a form of godlinefs for the 
power of it, and thereby deceive themlelves> thinking themfelves fomething when they are 
nothing. 

Some come the length as to (lied tear:, as 
Efau did; profels fair, yea, fight for the Lord, as 
Saul and Jehu did; with for the end of the 
righteous, as Balaam did; defire God’s people 
to pray for them, as.Pharaoh and Simon Magus 
did; walk fbftly, and mourn for fear of judg- 
ments, as Ahab did; joy in gofpel-ordinances, and 
reform in many things, as Herod did; prophely 
and fpeak well of Chrifi, as Caiaphas and Judas 
did; be convinced and tremble at hearing a 
f^rmon, as Felix did; yea, tafte the good woid 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
as apofiates have done: and yet for all thefe 
attainments, remain ftrangers to the faying 
work of the Spirit on the heart. 

O that the confideration of hypocrites attain- 
ments might alarm me out of my fecurity, and 
make me rcftlefs till 1 find the diftlnguifning 

-marks of true grace, and fincere faith in my 
fouU O that I could fay, there is a principls i.i 

Z3 
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me, that will not fuffer me to build on any I 
foundation in the world but Chi ift: and his i'igh- j 
teoufnefs; that makes me content with Chrift, j 
with all his offices, with all his precepts, and 
with his very crofs for his fake! Doth the love 
of Chrifl: keep me back from fin, more than^the 
law, or fear of hell? Have 1 aimed at God’s 
honour in all my a&ions, civil, natural, and re- 
ligious? Am l humbled, and denied to mine owp 
will, wit, credit, eafe, and honour, and to all 
the enjoyments of the world? Am I acquaint, j 
with the throne of grace, and defiious to keep : 
up a conflant correfpondence with it? O let me 
not reft till I perceive thefe things in my foul 
which accompany falvation. 

O how comfortable would it-be to me now, ; 

if I could fay with good Hezekiah in his lick- ; 
nef’s, “ Remember now, O Lord, how I have j 
walked before thee in truth, and with a per- j 
feet heart, and have done that which is good in j 
thy fight?” O that i could pray, and fay, with ‘ 
Jelbs my Saviour, when in the view of death, , 
“ Father, 1 have glorified thee on the eaith; I 
have finilhed the woik which thou gaveft me to 
do: and now,Q Father,glorify thou me with thine 
own feif, with the glory which thou hadft or- 
dained forme before the wmld was!” 

Alas, Lord, 1 muft confefs, my iniquities have 
gone up above mine head; my mifpent time, 
my tnifruitfuhiefs under the means of grace, and 
waterings of ordinances, may caufe me to cry 
out, Wo is me for the leannefs of my foul, and 
barrennefs of my heart! I have been an empty 
vine, bringing forth fruit only to myfelft 1 have 
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jliid my Lord’s money, and therefore deferve 
the doom of the wicked and flothful fervant. 

]But my relief is in my Surety’s righteoufnefs. 
j lJlefled be the Lord, who hath fent his Son to 
blefs thofe who by nature lie under the curie, 

I and to intercede for thole that cannot fpcak for 
themfelves. O how fuitable is he to my foul’s 
cafe! I have indeed a multitude of fins, but he 
hath a multitude of tender mercies; 1 have deep 
and heinous guilt, but he hath a deep fountain 
for walking it out; 1 am fold under fin, but he 
hath a ranfom to buy me back again; my fore 
is broad., but his plaifter is anfwerable; my 

*' wound is great, but his balm is excellent. 
Surely it is my wifdom to goto Chrift with all 
my grievances, and alway s to lie and cry at my 
Redeemer’s door. 

O that now, when the fun ofmy life is fetting, 
the bleflcd Sun of righteoulneis may arife and 
Ihine upon my foul! Goodnefs and mercy hath 
followed me while I lived; O that Chrill and 
glory may meet me when 1 die! I mull ac- 
knowledge thy goodnels; were this the lall 
hour 1 had to live, and this the Jail word I had 
to fpeak in the world, I behoved to fay. Lord, 

^ thou haft been a merciful and gracious God to 
1 me; my whole life hath been a continued trail 
of mercy; Lord, crown the end of it with mercy 
alfo —Surely the fea is not fo full of w ater, 

, nor the fun lb full of light, as thou art full of 
grace and mercy. O let not my fins Hop the 
the current of thy tender mercies at this time. 
Lord, drown all my 11ns in the fea of Chi ill’s 
blood, that my foul may not be funk by them 
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in the ocean of divine wrath. Lord Jefus, em- ' 
brace my periihing foul in thy arms: let thy 
crols bemy fecurity, and thy wounds my refuge. • 

O thou that heardt the young ravens which " 
cry, be not lilent to me at this time, left if thou 
be (ilent to me, I be like them to go down to 
the pit. 

Lord, I am now called to the work I never 
did; give me the ftrength l never had. Surely 
it is an important matter to die, and my etcr- v 

nal hate dependeth upon dying aright. What ‘ 
I do amifs in my life one day, I may amend it 
in the next: but not lb here, l can die but once: 
if 1 mar this piece ofwoik, I cannot come back 
to mend it again; if 1 forget any thing necdTary 
for my journy, I cannot return to fetch it. Oh, ' 
a wrong hep in going out of this life is highly I' 
dangerous. In one refped it is like the fin ■ 
againfi the Holy Ghoft, and can never be for- f 
given: fori cannot come back to mourn for it. ! 
Of all the bufinefs 1 ever undertook, 1 have moil i 
need to take care of my dying. 

Oh, is death coming to take dawn this earth- I1 
}y tabernacle, and to put the one half of me 
in the dark grave, and the other half of me in 
heaven or in hill; and fhall L give fleep to mine 
eyes, or flumber to mine eye-lids, till I find my- 
feif in that cafe, that I dare lock death in the 
face, and dare hazard my foul upon eternity ? ! 

O to have right imprelfions of the certainty 
of death, and the uncertainty of life? What is 
my life but a vapour, a fand-glafs of fixty or 
feventy years, which will foon run out ? Eter- 
nity and a judgment-feat are now hard upon 
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me. The blaft of tlie laft trumpet is at hand, 
ll'here will fhortly be a proclamation by one 
Islanding in the clouds that time fhall be no more. 
—The world looks big in mens eyes in time 
ipf health; but when the eye-llrings break, the 
■ireath turns cold, and the imprifoned foul looks 
tout at the windows of the clay houfe, ready to 

cap out into eternity, can the world give any 
Tatisfadtion? No, no; a lamp full of oil will be 
valued then more than a houfe full of gold. 
The fined things on earth will then appear no- 
:hing but a piece of painted dud, and gi kled 
clay. How gladly would the greated worldling, 
:hen, give all his gold and filver, riches and 
honours, for one fight of Chrid’s fair face, one 
futile of his countenance? O wherefore fhould 
pnen in health negledt the market of grace, and 
[light the pearl of great price ? Why fhould 
they fpend their money for that which is not 
bread, and their labour for that which faiisfieth 
not? 

Lord, fave me from the hypocrite’s cafe at 
death, whofe candle of profeflion and of hope 
burns and blazes fair all the way with him, but 
goeth out in the dark trance of death; and 
there he dumbles and falls, and fhall rife no 
more. O that my profellion and hope may be 
of God’s creating! If God light my candle, then 
fhall my feet be enlightened through the daik 
valley, and death nor hell fhall not be able to 
put it out. 

Lord, fubdue fin in me, and let it be contin* 
ually dying now, that it may certainly be dead 
before me. God forbid that my fins fhould 
fill vive me! 
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O that, when the ftroke of death diflhlvcs | 

my body, my foul may elcape as a bird out of 1: 
the frtare of the fowler, and may afcend to the r 
heavenly regions to enjoy God himfelf. 

O let me look through the grates of mortality, J, 
and long for tlie jailor’s coating to fet me at| 
liberty. God help me to overcome the love off 
life, and fears of death. If my neighbour lend f 
me any thing, 1 pay it again with thanks; and! 
lhall I not reltore my life to God with thanks, ' 
who hath been plea fed to lend me it fo longtj 
Arife, and let me depart, for this is not my reft: | 
heaven is my home, Lord, bring me to it; the l 
joys of it are too great to enter into me, O ’ 
make me fit to enter into them. 

While l lie on a fick-bed. Lord, help me to 
patience in my licknefs without murmuring. 

How willingly would the damned in hell en- - 
dure my pains a thoufand years, if they had my 
hopes of being laved at lalli llj(ffed be God, 
that my licknefs is not hell, that my pains are f 
not eternal. 

O that I may look on my afflitflion as coming 
from the hand of him that is the Lord of health 
and officknefe, of life and of death; who killeth 
and maketh alive, hringeth down to the grave, 
and raifeth up again? That foverign and wile 
Lord hath determined the time when my af- 
fli&ion fliall end, as well as the time when it j 
began. Thirty-eight years were appointed the j 
fick man at Bethefda pool; eighteen years the 
woman that Satan kept bound; twelve ye'ars to J 
the worn in with the bloody illbr; tenday^ tribul- | 
ation to thole of Smyrna; three days pleague to j 
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David- The number of the godly man’s tears 
is regiftercd in God’s bookj yea, the hairs of 

1 his head are numbered 
When David got his choice of his own chaf- 

tifement, he chofe rather to be corre&ed by 
lithe hand of God, than by any other means, 
faying, “ Let me fall into the hands of the 
Lord, for his mercies are great.” I was dumb, 

: and opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didfl 
1 it. Glory to God, that I am fallen into his 

merciful hand. Hath God appointed, that man’s 
coming into the world fhall be attended with pain 
and crying, and his going out of it with grief 
and trouble; and fliall 1 quarrel at it? No, 1 de- 
fire humbly to undcily the corre&ion of mine 
iniquitiy. and tobear the indignation of the Lord, 
becaufe I have finned againft him. O that the 
ficknefs of my body may be a means of health 
to my foul! May 1 be chaflned of the Lord, fo 
that 1 may not be condemned with the world! 

It is good for the believer that he is affli&ed, 
why? it fprings from divine love, and it works 
for his foul’s good. Afflittion is a feal of his 
adoption, and no fign of reprobation. The 
purefi: gold is oftefi: tried, the fweetefl: grape 
is hardefl preflld, and the trueft Chiifiian 
is heaviefi: croifed. But O how foon will the 
Chi iftian forget all his groans when he comes 
to heaven ? As foon as Stephen faw CHrifi:, 
though at a difiance, he forgot all his wounds 
and bruifes; he minded no more the terror of 
the fiones about his ears, but fweetly yielded 
his foul into his Redeemer’s hands. 

1 read of many in the gofpd, that by ficknef- 
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fcs and difeafes were driven unto Chrift, who, 
if they had enjoyed health and profperity, would 
have neglcfted, like many others, to come to 
him. O bleffed is that crofs, that draweth a 
finner to Chrift, to lay open his own mifery, 
and implore Chrift’s mercy. And blehed be 
that Chrift, who never refufeth the finner that 
cometh to him, though driven by affli&ion 
and mifiery. To whom (hall fuch a difirefled 
creature as I go, but to him who is the only 
phyfician, that can both cure my foul from fin, 
and my body from ficknefs? 

Lord, thou never denied!! thy mercy to any 
finner that alked it with a penitent heart. 1 here 
were many forts of (ick finners that came to thee 
in the days of my flefti; the blind, the deaf, the 
lame, the lepers; thefethat were lick of palfirs, 
dropfies, fevers, fluxes, and were poflefled with 
devils: and yet never one of them came crying 
for mercy, that went away without his errand, 
were his fin never fo great, his difeafe never 
fo grievous. Nay, fo merciful is my Redeemer, 
that he offered and gave his mercy to many 
that never afked it, being moved with the bow- 
els of his own compaflion, and the fi^ht of their 
mifery; fo dealt he with the woman of Sa- 
maria, the widow of Nain, and the man that 
lay thirty-eight years at the pool of Bethelda. 
Oh, if he gave his mercy fo willingly to them 
that did not afkit, and was found of them that 
fought him not, will he deny mercy to my foul 
that is crying for it ? 

There is but a ftep betwixt me and death; 
Lord, llal my pardon to me, before 1 go hence, 
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and be no more. O draw nigh to me, and fave 
me: for my foul is full of trouble, and my life 
draweth nigh unto the grave. Thyloving-kind- 
nefs is better than life; O make me fare of that, 
and l will willingly part with this mortal life. 

O thou who willeft not that any ftiould per- 
jfh, but that all (hould come to repentance; be 
pleafed to make ufe of the chaflifement of my 
body, as a medicine to cure my foul, and bring 
me to a true and finccre repentance. One day 
is with thee as a thoufand years; O v/ork in me 
ia this, which may be my laft day, whatfoever 
thou feefl: wanting in me. Enable me to prefent 
unto thee the facrifice of a broken and contrite 
heart, which thou haft promifed not to defpife. 
'Give a true and lively faith in the the blefted jefus, 
who is the propitiation for our fins! He was 
wounded for our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed 
for our iniquities, the chaftifement of our peace 
was upon him; O heal me by his ftripes. Let 
the cry of his blood drown the clamour of my 
fins. 1 am indeed a child of wrath, but Chrift 
is the Son of thy love; O pity me for his fake, 
and let my foul find fan&uary in his wounds. 

O Lord, the waters of affliction are come in 
,even unto my foul; O let the Spirit of God 
move on thefe waters, that, like the pool of 
Bethefda, they may cure whatever fpiritual dif- 
eafes thou fijeft in me. O Lord, confidcr my af- 
fliction, accept my tears, afliiage my pain, in- 
creafe my patience, and finifh my troubles. 
Correct me with the chaftifement of a Father, 
and not with the wounds of an enemy; and 
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and though thou take not off thy rod, Lord, 

ttake away thine anger. 
Lord, the prince of this world cometh, O 

let hint have nothing in tnc; but, as he accufcth, 
<do thou abfolvc. 1 have nothing to fay for my- 
felf, but be thou my advocate, Lord; and do 
thou anfwer for me. I am clothed with 
filthy garments, and Satan Hands at my right 
hand to refiH me; O Lord, rebuke him, and 
pluck me as a brand out of the fire. Cauie mine 
iniquities to pafs from me, and clothe me with 
the rigbteoufnefs of thy dear Son. I know, 
O Lord, that no unclean thing can enter into 
thy kingdom, and thou feeH 1 am nothing but 
pollution, yea, my very righteoufuefs is filthy 
rags: O wadi me, and make me white in the 
blood of the Lamb, that 1 may be fit to Hand 
before thy throne. O take me from the tents 
of Kedar, to the manfions of light and purity. 
When my earthly houfe of this tabernacle is 

;diffolved, O let me have a building of.God, an 
houie not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens. O bring my foul out of prifon, that,I 
vjnay eternally give thanks unto thy name. Amen, 

C H A P. VIII. 
Containing D ire than s to the friends and neigh- 

bours of the fick who are themfelves in health 
for the time, 

\\T HEN the Lord fends ficknefs and afflic- 
^ t.ion to our neighbours, we ought not to 
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i be idle and unconcerned Ppe£tators of Ids 
penfations; but we fliould heaiken to the voice ! 

: of GodJsrod upon others, and confidcr what it 
is tiiat the Lord is calling for at our hands. 

: Thefe following directions may be ufeful to 
thofelhat are in health. 

1 Direct I. Be very thankful to Cod for the 
great mercy of health and Jirength^ and im- 
prove it to his glory* 

SURE LY an healthful perfon hath Hill great 
*caufe to be a thankful perfon. Health is a 

mercy that doth feafon and fA'eeten every other 
temporal mercy; without it the greateft wealth 
and honours, nay, a king’s crown, can give 
r«5 fatisfadtion. It is far more eligible to be a 
healthy beggar than a fickly king. What com- 
fort could it afford us, under tolling ficknefs, and 
tortering pains, to have the greateft heaps of 
money to look to, or thoufands coming to pay 
us homage; alas, for our unthankfulnefs to him 
who is the God of our health 1 How little do 
we prtze his goodnefs, in continuing with us 
fuch a long trad: of health and ftrength, to- 
gether with tlie ufe of our i cafon and fenfes, 
when many others are deprived of them. Sure- 
ly God were righteous, fhould he teach us to 
value the worth of thefe mercies by the want 
of them. 

Let us confider how many miferable perfons 
there are in the world, and who it is that mak- 
eth us to differ from them; how many difeaf- j 
edjdiflraCled, deformed, lame, blind; deaf, and 

A a 2 
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dumb people, there are; and how eafy it had! 
been for God to have put us in their condition,, 
and them in ours. The difference is not owing . 
to any thing in us: their fins are not greatef 
than ours. Had we a due fenfe of our fins !. 
and ill-defervings, we would acknowledge our- 
feives unworthy of the leaf! of all God’s mer- j| 
cies; we would reckon every common mercy f 
a fpeeial blefling, and an unmerited favour to 
us,—Again, let us take a view of the fainting ; 
ficknefs,. racking pains, and refllefs nights of 
others. Let us look upon our fick friends fweat- 
ing and burning under fevers;, let us hear them 
groaningand moningunder ftrongpain. “Their 
foul abhors ail manner of meat, and they draw 
near unto the gates of death.” Sometimes we 
fee them panting and fainting, and not able to 
fpeak a word to us. And what is the language 
of all this to us? Is it not, that we fhould thank- j 
fully adore our gracious God, and blefs and 
magnify him, for his diflinguifhing goodnefsto 
us? O how much are we bound to the Lord, 
that it is not fo with us as with others! while 
wearifome nights are appointed to thefft, and 
and their bones are full of tolling; all the com- 
forts of this life are taftelefs to them, their 
friends are weeping about them, but cannot 
help them: “ It is far otherwife with me, (may 
you fay), my mercies and relations are com- 
fortable and helpful to me, I rclifh my food, 
my bed gives me eafe, my fleep is refrefhing: 
I have freedom to read and pray, meditate 
and attend the public ordinances. Praife the 
Lord, O my foul ; and all that is within me, 
blefs his holy name. Forget not this benefit of 
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health, that is the chief of all my outward blef- 
fings. Some would part with all their worldly 
wealth, to have fo much bodily health as I have. 
Long have I undervalued and abuled this choice 
mercy of health: O that 1 could mourn for my 
neglect, and rcfolve in God’s ftre*igth to im- 
prove my remaining health, for the praife 
and fervice of that merciful God who is the 
author and preferver of it! Let me fpend and 
be fpent for God, that gives me all my health 
and ftrength for his glory. Let me abhor the 
ingratitude of thofe who employ the health 
which God giveth, in the fervice 0/his ene- 
mies; and make a fatrifice of it to the devil, 
the world, and the flefli. O what prodigious 
folly are thefe guilty of, who, for fatisfying , 
their fenfual appetite, do often deprive them- 
fdves of health, which is in itfelf a thoufand 
timrs of more value than all their brutilh plea- 
fares! God help me to prize this mercy, that? 
can never be prized enough.,, 

Direct. II. Make confcicnce of vijUing yotir 
Jick friends and neighbours, believing that it'/ 
is your duty and interejl Jo to do. 

'V Tlfiting of the Tick is not only the duty of the 
* minifters of Chrifl, but likewife of all the 

members of Chrift : for we are all enjoined to 
remember them that are in adveifity, and to • 
fympathize with the alfli&ed, as being ourfelvcs 
alfo in the body. “ To him that is afilifted, 
pity Ihould be ftiewn by his friends,” faith job. 
And our Lord gives it as a charufter of thoi®-‘ - 
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whom he will own and acquit at the great day, ,• 
IVIatth. xxv. 36. “ I was Tick, and ye vifited I 
me.” This is the way to be like him, who is the 
Father of mercies, and whofe foul was grieved 
for the miferies of IGrael, Judg. x. 16 We 
read how tenderly David fympathized with his 1 
enemies when they were Tick, Pfal. xxxv. 13,14. . 
and much more ought we to vifit and fym- 
pathize with our fick friends. To vifit the pro- 
fperous and healthy, is an aft of courtefy and t 
civility; but to vifit the affii&ed and fickly, is 
an a<ft of charity and Chrillianity. 

And as it is your duty, fo it is your intereft and 
advantage to vifit the fick. The wife man tells 
you, Ecclef. vii. 2. “It is better to go to the 
houfeof mourning, than to thehoufe offeafling.” 
King Joafh went to fee Elifiia in his ficknefs, 
and wept over him; and he loft nothing by fo 
<loing, 2 Kings xiii. 14. for he obtained thereby 
three famous victories over the Syrians. Though 
it be not warrantable to enquire at the dead, 
Deut. xviii. 11. yet we may learn many whole- 
fome leffons from the dying, and even though 
they be fpeechlefs. As for inftance, we may 
hereby be inftrufted how to prize health, mind 
our own frailty, and provide for the time of 
ficknefs. When we behold their ftrength lan- 
guifliing, their tongues faultering, their eyes 
failing, their countenance pale; weftiould think 
with ourfelves, “This will be my cafe ere 
long: the next arrow that death {hoots, may be 
levelled at me; how much is it my concern to 
prepare for it!” Alfo we may think, what a 
bii,u.r thing fin is2 that is the caufc of all thefq 
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pains and diftreffes, and how mad they are who 
love fin and take pleafure in it.— We may fee 
likcwifiethe great folly of com ting and trailing 
the world, which leaves the fick and dying man 
in the time of the greatefi: extremity.— ^nd we 
may obferve, how happy the man is, that hath 
an intereft in Chrifty the peace of a good con- 
fcience, and a well-grounded hope of heavenJ 
to yield fupport and confidence to him under 
his ftrugglings with ficknefs and death. When 
we hear the dying man's complaints of his fins, 
and his lamenting his negleft of duty, and mif- 
pending of precious time, we may learn repen- 
tance and reformation. When we obferve their 

ij profeffions of love to Chrift, and their hope in 
I him to the laft, it doth contribute to the quick- 

ening and firengthening of our faith. A right 
I fight of dying perfons, is a good mean to increafe 

the Spirit of grace and fupplication in us. We 
may fitly allude here to theanfwer which Elijah 
gavetoKlilha, when he fought a double portion 
of his Spirit, 2 Kings ii. 10. “ If thou feeft me 
when 1 am taken from thee, it lhall be fo unto 
thee." A double portion of the Spirit lhall be 
the allowance ofthefewho make confcience of 

' this duty. 
Direct. III. Let the friends of the ficky and 

thefe -who vifit them, deal faithfully "with them 
about their fouls. 

COnfider, this may be the laft opportunity 
you may have of doing any thing for your 

friend's foul. If he die, he is fixed in his ever- 
ialting ftate, fo that all advices and counfeb 
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then will be fruitlefs. It is now, or never, 1 

you mull exert yourfelf for your friend’s ad- 
vantage; there is no knowledge norwifdom in . 
the grave, to which he is going, “ God’s lov- : 

ing-kindnefs cannot be declared in the grave, -if 
nor his faithfulnefs in deftru&ion,” Pfal.lxxxviiii 1 

I ir Now is the proper time for doing good to i ‘ 
your neighbour’s foul. When aftli&ion opens | 
the ear to difeipline, be careful to drop in ,' 
wholefome inftrudlions into it; and when the,® 
heart is made tender by fickncfs, it is a fit fc5«l| 
fon for good counfel to make impreflions on*f» 
it. Let the opportunity then be itnproven with * 
faithfulnefs and prudence. And, in order there- i! 
to, obferve the following advices 

I. Labour to know the Tick man’s fpiritual f 
condition, that your applications may be Rat- 
able thereunto. The knowledge of the difeafe 
is previoully requifite unto the cure: as the mif- F 
take of a phyfician about a man’s difeafe maybe 
as dangerous as the difeafe itfelf; fo here it is 
highly dangerous to miftake the cafe of the fick 
man’s foul; for then lenitives may be applied, 
when corrofives are needful; promifes may be 
adminiftred, when threatnings are more proper. 

II. Beware of flattering the fick with vain 
hopes of life, when he is more likely to die; 
left he be thereby tempted to delay or flacken 
his preparation for another world. It is fit 
that plainnefs be ufed with rclpe& to his dan- 
ger, that lie may be quickened to his work. 

III. The Pick perfon is to be admomfhed and 
told, that fi.knefs comes not by chance, nor by 
fccond caufcs merely; but by the wife direilion 
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<nd fpecial providence of God: that fometimes 
jod fmites, out of difpleafure for fin, and for 
he finner’s corre&ion and amendment; and 
bmctimes for the trial and exercife of his peo- 
ples graces: that the fharpeft affli£tions {hall 
vork together for good to them that love God, 
hid are rightly exercifed under God’s hand: 
mat it is a great mercy to a finner, when God 
by,his rod gives him warning and fpace to re- 
!fcnt, and flee to the blood of fprinkling, and to 

fey‘to God for pardon; and doth not fnatch hiai 
pt of the world by a fudden death. Upon 
fhich account the voice of the rod fliould be 
arefully hearkened to, and thankfully obeyed* 

IV. If the fick perfon be ignorant, he is to be 
catechifed and inftru&cd in the principles of re- 
ligion, efpecially concerning his faith and re- 
pentance, and his uptaking of the covenant of 
grace, and the method of pardon and falvation. 
through the righteoufnefs of Chrift apprehended 
by faith. And it may be proper to demand his 
aflent to fome of the fundamental truths of 
jChriflianity, or his anfwer to fuch queftions as 
thefe: ly?, Do you believe in God the Father, 
Son, and HolyGhoft, one God in three perfons, 

(the maker and governour of the world? 2dfyt I Do you believe that Jefus Chrift, who afliimed 
our nature, obeyed the law, died on the crofs, 
rofe from the dead, and afeended to heaven, is 
the eternal Son of God, and the only Saviour 
of finners? Are you fenfible that you are 
a loft finner by Adam’s fall, and, befides that, 
guilty of innumerable aflual fins; and that you 
have broken God’s holy commandments in 
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thoughts, words, and deeds, and for fo 
do dcferve God’s wrath both in this life an.'f 
that which is to come? 4M/J/, Are you truh 
grieved and forry for breaking God’s law, ne 
glefting his worfhip, mifpendiug your time, ana.; 
purfuing the vanities of the world? And wouh; 
you do as you have done, or live otherwife, i 
you were to begin your life again? 5////)/, Hovr 
do you think to get your guilt removed, your 
fins pardoned, and your peace made up witl ? 
God? Are you defirous from your heart to lx? 
reconciled to God through Jel’us Chrift, the; 
blelTcd Peace-maker? 6thly, Do you hearti,lj* 
approve of the gofpel-method of reconciliation, 
by the righteoufnefs and facrifice offered up by 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, as your furety, in yout 
name and Head? And is your foul deftrous tc 
chufe and accept of Chrift for your Mediator 
and Saviour, in all his offices, of Prophet, Prieft, 
and King? 7thly, Do you renounce all confidence; 
in any other, all dependence on your own du- 
ties and righteoufnefs, and put your whole trufl 
and confidence in Chrift, and the merits of his 
blood, faying, “ Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none in earth that 1 de- 
fure befides thee.” Do you believe that there 
is no falvation in any other; and that there is 
no name under heaven whereby you can be fav- 
ed, but Jefus Chrift only? SM/y, Do we defire 
to be wholly renewed and fanftified by virtue^ 
of Chrift’s blood, and to fhew forth the reality l; 
of your faith by good works and a holy life for | 
the time you have to live in the world? And, j* 
as an evidence thereof, are you willing to re-- 
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Dre what you have taken wrongfully from 
»y, and to forgive all wrongs done to you by 
y, and to cafl: out all malice or hatred you 
ive borne to any, and afk forgivenefs of any 
»u have injured? <)thly. Do you believe that 
lirift: is coming at the lafl day to judge all the 
orld, both the c^uick and the dead, whom he 
all then raife from the grave, and that your 
sad body fhall rife with the reft? \othly, Do 
au believe the immortality of the foul, and 
s living in a feparate ftate after death, and 
lat the fouls of believers do immediately pafs 
ito glory, where they fhall be ever with the 
ord? 
V. In dealing with the fick you are to fepa- 

ate betwixt the precious and the vile, and 
take a difference betwixt the converted and 
ae unconverted. And feeing different applica- 
ions arc requifite, you are, according to your 
nowledge, to fludy to fuit your counfels, ad- 
mnitions, and prayers, to their ftate and con- 
ation; not ufing the fame words to the ungodly 
,s you ufe to the godly, left you flatter them 
vith ill-grounded hopes that their ftate is fafe, 
vhile they are ftrangers to a work of regen- 
sration. That great truth is to be declared to 
ill, that, “ unlefs, a man be born again, he 
Bannot fee the kingdom of God.” O it is dan- 
gerous to fpeak peace, where God fpeaks war, 

VI. If the fick perfon feem to be fecure, or 
.}ave not q due fenfe of his fins; endeavours 
muft be ufed to convince him of the guilt, pol- 
lution, and danger of them, in order to his 
aumilution. Prefumptuous finners are not t® 
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be flattered, left we betray their fouls intoeter-t 
nal ruin, and fo their blood be required at ouUfj, 
hand. No fond love, no flavifh fear, muft keep . 
us from telling them the hazard of their pre^, 
fent ftate. 1’he fecure confcience muft be 
awakened to fee the demerit of fin, and the ter- . 
riblenefs of the juftice of a fin-revenging God, | 
before whom no Chriftlefs impenitent finner . 
can ftand: this is neceftary in order to a finner’s 
difeovering his loft cafe in himfelf, and his flee- r 
ing to Chrift for refuge, it is God’s method, . 
flrft to caft down the foul before he lift it up; \ 
to plow the heart by conviction, before he caft , 
in the feed of confolation. 

VII. tf the fick perfon hath ftudied to walk p 
uprightly, but is at prefent difeouraged upon ac- ; 
count of the Iharpnefs of the rod, Satan’s < 
temptations, the guilt of fin, fear of death, or 
the like; then fuitable counfels, refolutions, and j 
comforts, are to be tendered, in order to his , 
fettlement and fupport. Particularly he may be i 
told, that fliarp rods are no-wife inconfiftent with i 
divine love; nay, frequently, they are a fign 
of it: for as Handing waters turn corrupt, be- 
caufe they have no current; and thefe who are 
not poured from velfel to veflel, their tafte re- 
mains and their feent is not changed: therefore, 
God, in order to take away the feent of the cor- 
rupt nature from us, is pleafed to change us 
from ftate to ftate, by crofles and ficknefs, to \ 
falvation. And as Noah’s ark, the higher it was 
tolfed with the flood, the nearer it mounted to- 
wards heaven; fo the fanCtified foul, the more 
it is exercifed with afftiftion, the nearer it is j 
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1 ifted towards God. Again, it is proper to fet 
before him the freeneis and fulnefs of God’s 

■ Jfrace, the fufficiency of righteoufnefs in Chrift, 
ind his rich and gracious offers in the goipel, 

joy which we are affured, tliat all who repent 
Ind believe with all their heart in God’s mercy 
through Chrift renouncing their own rightcoul- 

'hefs, fhall not p«wlh in their fins, but have life 
■and falvation in him; and that believers in 1 Chrift are allured of vi<ftory over Satan, death, 
and all their enemies, becaufe Chrift their head 

i hath by his crofs conquered the devil, unftinged 
‘(death, triumphed over the grave, and obtained 
victory for all his members; fo that neither 

* life nor death, principalities nor powers, lhall 
• be able to feparate them from God’s love in : Chrift. 

VIII. If a fick man be fo tempted and trou- 1 bled in confcience, that he is in hazard of dif-' 
pairing of God's mercy; it is neceffary to in- 
form him of the greatnefs and infinitenefs of 1 God’s mercy; that the moft notorious finners 
have been pardoned and laved by it, and it is 

■iftiil offered in the gofpel to the vileft of Tinners. 
Though God forefaw all the fins which the 
(World would commit, yet thefe did not hinder 
|iim from loving the world fo, that he gave his 
only begotten Son to death, to fave as many 
as would believe and repent: fo that the firs 
of one man can never hinder God from loving 
his foul, and forgiving his fins, when he finceic'- 
Jy defires to repent and believe. The cry of the 
moft grievous fins that are recorded (fuch as 
thefe of Sodom) could never reach higher 
ithan unto heaven, Gen. xix. 13. But David af- 
i b b 
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fures us, Pfal. cviii- 4 that the mercy of God is i|, 
great, and reaches higher than the heavens,! 
Fo that is overtoppeth the greateft of all ourlj 
fins. If the mercy of God be greater than all P 
his works, it mud furely be greater than all j 
our fins.—Again, lay before him the infinite 
virtue of Chrid’s blood: why? it is not the 
blood of a mere man, but blood of God, 
Aids xx. 28. And are there any fins foi, 
great, or guilt fo heinous, but the Mood of GodT 
can wadi away? This was godly Cranmer's 
fupport that day he fuffered martyrdom, when 
his fin of renouncing the Protedant do&rine 
flaredhimin the face: l‘Surely (faidhe)God was 
made fldli, and died his blood, not for leffcr fins I 
only, butfor greater fins alfo.” He was 1'adly dif- 
couraged, and wept abundantly, till he eyed 
this meritorious blood; and then he took heart 
and died with courage. O this price was fo 
great, that it could'have merited pardon for the 
fins of all the devils in hell, as well as of all 
the men on earth, though every one of them ! 
had been red as crimfon. Yea, the lead drop i 
of this blood is of more merit to procure the * 
mercy of God for our falvation, than all our 
fins can be of force to provoke the wrath of 
God for our damnation; why, the greateft of I 
our fins are but the dns of a man, but the lead 
drop of Chrjd’s blood is the blood of God. 

Moreover, Let him be put in mind of the ! 
willingnefs and reahnefs of our Redeemer to 
receive all finnei s that came to him in the days 
of his fledi, though driven to him by ficknefs 
and afdi&ion fo that he never put any of them 
away without tluir errand, that came crying 
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(For mercy. Nay, he many times fought nut 
objetts for his mercy, that were not think- 
ing of coming to him, as (hewed before. Ob- 
ferve the gentlenefs of our Lord’s carriage 
to Judas himfeif, in calling him Friend, after | 
His mod treacherous dealing, Matth xxvi. 50. 

Friend, (laid he), wherefore art thou comer” 
Had wretched Judas laid hold on the word 
Friend, out of the mouth of Chi id, as Benhadad 
did the word Brother from the mouth of Ahab; 
doubtlefs Judas thould hive found the God of 
Ifrael more merciful than Benijadad found the 

1 king of Ilirael. 
Lafliy, Let him confuler, that to cjifpair of 

| God’s mercy, cads the greated dilhonour upon . 
I the divine Majedy, and is a fin more heinous 

• than all the fins which we have before cofn- 
mitted: why, it doth charge the great God as 

J guilty of perjury, who hath lolemnly fworn, 
! that he defires not the death of a fiuner, but 

|- father that he (hould repent and live. Jrzek. j 
xxxiii j t. God was moie difpleafed with Cain 
for defpairing of his mercy, than f r murder- i 
ing his brother; ami with Judas for hanging I 
himfeif than for betraying his Mader: why, I 

' be'caufe that by their defpair they would make , 
the fins of mortal men greater than the infinite 
mercy of the ctenal God. 
Di R ect . IV Be earnefl in prayer to God for I 

your friends iuhtn fick or dying. Pr ay niith 1 
them and J or them. 

Frequently fick perfons arefo difquieted with j 
pain and trouble, that they are out of cafe j 

to pray for themfdves, and therefore they have j 
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the more need of the prayers of others. David 1 
failed and prayed for his enemies when they 
were Tick, Pfal. xxx. 13.; much more ought we 1 

to pray for our friends in that cafe. Never [j 
did they need our prayers fo much, as when ^ 
they are called to enter upon an unchangeable j 
condition, to go to their long home, even that S 
place wherein they mufl abide for ever. Now j 
they are in the land of prayer, and it is now or r 
never that you mud pray and beg mercy for 
them. When their life is gone, they go frony 
the land of prayer, ahd is fixed in that place 
whence they fliall never remove: then all your 
prayers and cries for them will be in vain. If 
your friend be a ftranger to ChriO;, he is on the 

■. brink of hell, and knows it not; and will you 
® not cry to God to open his eyes, and fave him 

from falling into that devouring pit, out of 
which there is no redemption? You would be 
willing to fit up a whole night for the relief 

I of his body; and will you not fpend a part of a 
night for the good of his foul, that is a thou- 

r f'and times more valuable? Now the quefton is, 
I whether this precious foul fhall be Chrift’s or 

the divel’s for ever? And when will you wreflle 
for your friend, if yog do it not now? If the 

I fkk perfon be a child of God, you may pray 
with him with the more comfort, and expe&a- 
tion to be heard. You may, in that cale, fend 
the fame meffage by prayer to Chrift, that the 
lifter of fick Lazarus did, John xi 3. “Lord, 

I behold, he whom thou loveft, is lick.” Lord, 
pity him, comfoit him, abate his diftemper, 
and relieve him from it, if it be thy will: if 
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iinot, grant him thy gracious prefence and fafe 
I conduct through the Jordan of death, and a 
H happy landing in the Canaan of glory. 

We are told, that the pi ayers of the righte- 
! ous, in fuch cafes, doth avail much, Janies v. 
I 16. and this to encourage us to pray one for 
j another. Whatever be the fick perfon’s condi- 
i tion, fuch confeflions and petitions as thefe fol- 
I lowing may be made ufe in prayer for him. 

Petitions for the Sick, 

T ORD, thou firft breathedfl into man the 
J—^ breath of life; ami when thou takeft away 

i tliat breath, he dies, and returns again to his 
duft. May we be duly fcnfihle of our depen- 
dence on thee for all that we enjoy. We ac- 
knowledge, that our gres^ abuie of the many 
days of heath and welfare thou afforded us, 
doth juftly deferve the vifitation of ficknefs and 
difeafes. Wo’s us, we lie under a burden of 
lin, both original and a£tua): wc are all chil- 
dren of wrath by nature, and under the curfeof 
a broken law; and all other miferics temporal 
and fpiritual, diftempers, pains, death, and hell 
itfelf, are the iffues thereof. Be merciful to the 
fick perfon under thy hand; difeover to him 
his fins, and the caufe why thou contended with 
him. Make him fee that he is loft in himfelf, 
and wholly unable to fatisfy the demands of 
offended juflice; and do thou reveal Chrift to 
bis foul for righteoufnefs and life. O give him 
thy holy Spirit to create and flrengthcn faith, 
that he may lay hold on Chrift as offered in the 
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gofpcl; work inhimthe grace of true repentance. 
Enable him to fearch his heart, and try his 3 
ways, fo as he may difcover every accurfed 
thing, every Achan in the camp, that hath pro- ji 
yoked the Lord againft him. When thou put- > 
ted him in the furnace, be pleafed to hand by ; 
it, and overfee the metal while it is melting 
in it. Try him as filver is tried, and bring i 
him out purified, and let him lofe nothing in the 
furnace but his drofs. Remove his fins from thy j 
prefence as far as eaft is from the weft, that | 
they may never trouble his confcience. nor rife in 
judgment againft his foul. However bitter the | 
cup may be, let it be medicinal to cure all the | 
difeafes of his foul. O that thefe afiiidtions, j 
which are but for a moment, may work for j 
him a far more exceeding and eternal weight | 
of glory, through Jefus Chrift the purchafer! ‘ 

Look down from heaven, the habitation of 
thy holinnefs, behold his affliftion and his pain, 
and forgive all his fin. Shew fuch pity to him 
as a father doth to his child, and lay no more upon 
him than he is able to bear. Lord, give patience 
and ftrength anfwerable to the burden of trou- 
ble thou haft laid on him. In time of his weak- , 
nefs, uphold him by thy ftrength. Relieve ! 
his wants out of thy infinite fulnefs. Lord, thou 
knoweft his frame, and remembereft that he is 
duft; fave him from extremity of troublej ei- 
ther abate his pain, or increafe his patience to 
endure what thou meafureft out to him. Give 
him the evidences of all the graces of thy Spirit. 
Arm and defend him againft all the fuggeftions 
and temptations of Satan, Take his heart 
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wholly off the world, and fet his jffe&ions on 
things above.—Lord, make ufeofthis chaftife- 
ment of his body as a medicine to cure his foul, 
by drawing his foul, that is fick of fin, to thy- 
felf. O enable him in a penitent believing man- 
ner to come by repentance to Chrifi: his foul- 
phyfician, to get it healed of all its maladies. 
San&ify his ficknels, and let the fruit of it be 
to purge away his fin. 

If God lhall be pleafed to add to his days, 
blefs all means of his recovery. Remove the 
difeafe; renew his firengh both outward and in- 
ward; heal his foul as well as his body. And 
enable him to walk tenderly before God, and 
carefully to remember and perform fuch vows 
and promifes of obedience as men are apt to 
make in time of ficknefs. 

If God hath determined to finilh his days by 
the prefent vifitation; let him find fuch evidence 
of the pardon of his fins, of his intereft in Chrift, 
and eternal life, as may caufc his inward man 
be renewed, while his outward man decayeth; 
that he may meet death without fear, call: him- 
felf wholly on Chrifi; without doubting, and de- 
fire to be dilfolved, that he may for ever be with 
Jefus Chrift.—Lord, make his laft works better 
than his firft, and the day of his death better 
than the day of his birth. Make his laft words 
hisbeft words, his lafi thoughts his beft thoughts, 
and his laft hour his beft hour. O let him die 
the death of the righteous, and let his laft: 
end be like his. Let the eyes of his foul 
be opened to fee his fins and his Saviour, before 
the eyes of his body be ftiut by death. Take 
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away the fling of death, the guilt of fin, that 
he may walk through the valley of the fhadow ■ 
of death, and fear no evil. Open thou his lips, j 
that his mouth may (hew forth thy praife, be- j 
fore he go to the place of filence. And when I 
his flrength doth fail, and his tongue is not able 
to utter words, let the blood of Chrifl fpeak for J 
him in heaven: and let thy holy Spirit within$1 
him make reqnefts for him with fighs and T 
groans that cannot be uttered.—When the fight |: 
of his eyes doth fail him, let the eyes of his ' 
faith be flrengthened, that his foul (with Steph- 
en at his death) may behold Jefus Chrifl in j 
heaven ready to receive him. Lord, Hand by 
him in his lalb conflidl with-his enemies, Satan j 
and death, that he may overcome both, and be > 
more than a conqueror through Chrift that hath 
loved him. Into thy hands we commend hisfpirit. 

Lord, teach us who do furvive, by this and 
other like daily fpe£tacles of our mortality, to 
fee how frail and uncertain our condition is, 
and fo to number our days, that we may fe- 
rioufly apply our hearts to heavenly wifdom, 
through Jefus Chrifl. Amen. 
Di R ect. V. Be careful to furnifh your friends | 

'withJuitable company, andJpiritual converje, 
-when they are fick or dying. 

AS worldly company and converfe are great 
hindrances, fo fpiritual company and con- 

verfe are fpccial helps to the fick and dying. 
Now, that the friends of the fick may prevent 
the one, and provide the other, let the follow- 
ing advices be remembered. 
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\ft. Mind your friends timeoufly to make their 

wills, and difpatch the felt lenient of their 
worldly affairs, that fo they may not be dis- 
turbed at the laft, nor any wife diverted from 
their main work, by thoughts or dil'cour- 
fes about the world. A mind abftrafted from 
the world is a moft Suitable difpofition for a dy- 

.ing man. You cannot carry the things of this 
world with you when you go hence; and it is 
not fit you fhould carry the thoughts of them. 

I idly. Keep carnal company from them as 
as much as pollible, and all thefe that would 
divert them by idle or worldly difeourfe. It is 
both impertinent and cruel, to throw in fuch 

i impediments in the way of thofe that are go- 
ing fpeedily to their endlefs flate. 

3^/y, Do what you can to get faithful miniflers 
and godly Chriftians to be much about them, 
who are fit to inftruft and counfel them about 
their foul’s matters, and alfoto pray with them 
and for them. 

^tkly. Be often minding your fick friends of 
their chief work, and thefe things which belong 
unto their peace. Whatever be their flate, 
whether gracious or gracclefs, it is proper to 
be minding them, i. Of the vanity and empti- 

! nefs of the world, that can neither give eafe to 
the body, nor comfort to the foul, when either 
of them is in trouble. 2. Of the linfulnefs of 
fin., which is the fpiing of all dif’eafes and mi- 
feries whatever. 3. Of the prccioufnefs and 
ulefulnefs of Chrifl to a finner in all cafes, and 
efpecially at a dying hour. 4. Of the tnex- 
preffible felicity of believers in Chrift after 
death, &.ct 
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Laflly, If you think yourfelves not able to 

infti utl or advife your lick fi lends as they Hand 
in need, then read feme good book to them, ' 
that may be fuitable to the condition of their | 
louls; and ifyou have not a fitter at hand, read :|i 
Lome chapters or direftions of this bock to j 
them, as you may lee moft proper for them, j! 
But, abdve all books, read to the fick the holy j 
faiptures, particular chapters and Pialms there, 

i fitch as the three laft. chapters of Gen ;—the laft 
chapter of Deuteronomy;-—the 17th chapter of 1 

the firlt book of Kings; and 2d chapter of the 
2d book of Kings;—the 14th and 191I1 chapters 
inf Job;—the Pfalms of David; and particularly 
the 6th, the 23d, 25th, 50th. 38:h, 41ft, 42d, • 
49th, yift. 7 ill, 73d, 77th. 88th, Sptli, 90th, 
103d, 116th, i)8 h, 130th, i42d, 143d, and 
feveral other Plalrns- the 12th chapter 

\ of Ecclefiafics;—the 38th. 53d, 54th, and yyh 
chapters oflfaiah;—the three lalt ch apters of 

[ Luke;—the 14th. lyth, 16th, 17th, and 20^h 
chapters of John;—the 8th chapter of the 
Romans;—'he 13th chapter of the id Cor.; 
—the yh of the 2d Corinth.—the 4th of iffc 
Their.—the 1 ith and 12th of Hib—the 
three laid chapters of the Revelation; and the 
like. 
Dl R ect. VI. Be likewife fait ably, concerned for 

the bodies of your Jriends, when they are Jick. 
IF you would evidence a fuitable concern for 

them, then you mufd d al tenderly and com- j 
paffionately with them in their ficknefs, bear 
with their impatience and fretting, weary not 
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1 of them, nor grudge at the trouble they put 
you to: for fhoitly you yourfelves may be in 
the like cafe, when you (hall be as gr^at a 
trouble to others, as your friends are now to 
you. 

Again, it is neceffiry to employ phjficians, 
and ufe the befl: means for the recovery of your 
friend’s health. I he means indeed muft not be. 
trufted to initead of God, but uftd in fubfer- 
viency to him, who hath appointed them, and 
can only give fuccefs to them. We muft be- 
ware of Ala’s fin, that fought to the phyficians, 

1 and not to the Lord. Let us neither ta*,e food 
nor phyfic without prayer to God for his blef- 
fing thereupon. 
Direct. VII. IVhen the ficknefs of your relati- 

ons or neighbours doth ijjue in death, fhtdy a 
Chri/lian and fuitable behaviour under Juch a 

' dijpenjation, 
\17HEN a parent lofeth a promifing child, or 

’ a child lofeth a loving parent, or when 
ideath deprives us of any near relation, is a 
J(peaking and trying providence; and we have 
1 ranch need of grace and counl'el from God to car- ry aright under it. Letus obferve thefe advices. 

L It is necefiltry in fuch a cafe, that we have 
a tender fenfe and feeling of Gods affli&ing 

I hand. There are two extremes which we mult 
equally avoid, viz. to make light of the death 
of relations; and to be excellively grieved on 

i that account. God will have us neither to de- 
. fpife his rod, nor to faint underit, Heb.xii.5.God 
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is difpleafed with thofe that are Aupid and in- 
fenfible under fuch affli&ions. Why ? I'hey del- 
pife his rod, and make light of his corrections. 1i 
Hence he complains of thefe, Jer. v. 3 “I 1 
have fmitten them, but they have not grieved.” 1 

God will have us to feel his hand, to enquire 
into the meaning of the rod and fearch for 
thefe fins that have provoked God to finite us. 
It is a fign of a naughty, frlfilh, and unchriftian 
fpirit, to be unconcerned for the death of 
friends : and it is much more fo in children, 
who have a fecret fatisfa&ion in the death of • 
parents, becaufe of the worldly riches or lib<»jy 
which they get thereby. God ufcth to follow 
this wicked temper with his heavy judgments 
even in this life. 

II. Confider, that God is calling you, by the i 
death of others, to keep up lively and lading 
impreflxons of death and eternity upon your 
fpirits. God knowcth how advantageous it - 

* would be for men fo to do; and therefore he 
fcts frequent fpedtacles of mortality before their I 
eyes for this end. But fuch is the corruption [ 
and earthlinefs of our minds, that we foon for- 
get the thoughts of death. When we fee our 

\friends in the pangs of death, or laid in the grave, J 
it ftrikes us with fome fear and concern, to 
think, that one day this will be our own cafe; 
but no fooner is the dead interred, and the 

/grave filled up again, than all thefe ferious j 
/ thoughts begin to vanifh, and men return to 

their fins and pleafiires as before. Ah, what 
folly is this! Should not men always keepalive 
the ferious thoughts of death and a future (late? | 
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Are we not always alike mortal? Are we not 
as liable to death’s arreft at other times, as 
when examples are before our eyes? 

III. When God takes away your children or 
relations, let it draw your hearts and affections 
more towards God and things above. As when 

fhepherd taketh up in his arms a lamb of 
ithe flock, the ewe followeth him of her own 
record, and will not leave him: fo when the 

eat Shepherd of the fheep taketh a child or 
riei d from you, it fhould caufe you to follow 
ftei him, and delirebe with him But one 
ay fay, That is not the cafe with me; I fear 

:he wolf hath got the Itraying Iheep, and de- 
oured it. Then even that fulpicion fhould 
nake you run to the good Shepherd, abide with 
lim, and keepclofe by the footfteps of the fl >ck, 
nd beware of ftraying in thefe paths wherein 
leftroyers go. When God taketh from you 
:hefe relations whom you dearly loved, he calls 

to take your love off the fading creature, 
ndfetiton the eternal Creator: when the weak 
(ranch is lopt off, then clafp to the body of the 
;ree, which will not fail you. 

IV. In fuch trials, ftudy a humble and patient 
'ubmflion to the will of God, who in his fove- 
reign wifdom and pleafure hath taken your 
hild or friend from you. Remember who 
lath done it, even he, who gave all men their 
lives, and hath the abfolute power and right 
0 difpofe of mens lives, as he thinks bcfl. If 
our fellow-creature do any thing that difpleaf- 
:th you, you may both alk who did it, and why 

be tiid fo ? But when God doth any thing to 
C c 



apo THE AFFLICTED 
you, you mufl remember he is the Potter, and 
you are the clay; and that he may make or mar | 
his clay vefTels, yea, break them in pieces at his ! 
pleafure; and “-there is none can (lay his hand, or 
fay to him. What doft thou? Be ft ill, and know 
that I am God,” Pfal xlvi. to. The mafter of 
a family gathers at his plcal’ure the flowers and | 
fruits of his garden; fometimes he cuts off the ji 
buds, fometimes he fuffers them to bloflam ; ij 
fometimes he gathers the green fruit, feme- ■ 
times he ftays till they be ripe; and every body ji 
thinks he may do with hrs own what he pleaf- i 
eth; and (hall not the Almighty God have li- I 
berty much more to difpofe of all that grows ! 
in his own territories. at his pleafure? The | 
mafter of the family hath not created the trees i 
and plants of his garden; but God bath made 
and fafliioned all the children of men with hip 
almighty .hand. 

It is the fenfe of this fovereign right and 
dominion of God over his creatures, that hath 
made his people to be ftlent under the greateft 
loflls. Hence Aaron when he loft his two fons 
by a fudden "and extraordinary ftroke, it is faid 
of him, Lev. x. 3. “ And Aaron held his peace.” J 
He opened not his mouth, becaufe it was a | 
fovereign God that did it. So holy Job, when I, 
he loft all his children by one blow, patiently 
fubmits to this abfolute Lord, Job i. 21. “ The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken awray; bkffed |i 
be the name of tlie Lord.” Job knew that God’s 
relation to them was far nearer than his, and 
his right to dilpofe of them was indifputable. 
It was a holy and excellent fpeech of that hon<» • 
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curable perfon, lord Duplelfis, at the death of 
his only fon ; “I could not have borne this 
from a man, but 1 can from God.” 

V. Guard againft immoderate grief and ex- 
ceffive forrow fof the death of children or near 
relations; for this is linful and offlmfive to God. 
Now, grief is finful and immoderate, when it 
makes you grudge at God’s difpenfation, mur- 
mur at his will, turn unthankful to him for the 
mercies you enjoy, overlook all bypaft favours, 
and lament a temporal more than a fpiritual 
lofs. Alas! there are many who can bewail a 
dead friend far more than a dead heart, and 
the lofs of a child more than the lofs of God’s 
countenance. Now, for preventing this excef- 
five forrow, confider thefe things. * 

iy?, If you be Chriftlefs and impenitent, you 
have reafon to bkfs God that the ftroke was 
rot at your own life, for then you had been 
eternally miferable, and without hope. What 
is the temporal lofs of a child, to the eternal 
lofs of thine own foul? O it is far better to be 
childlels and friendlefs on earth, than to be 
hopelefs and remedilefs in hell. 

2dly, Confider how little ground you have 
to complain of any lofs or ftroke you meet with 
on earth. 1. If you eye God’s fovereignty and 
power over you, you have caufe to be thank- 
ful that he hath not annihilated you and your 
relations both long ere now, feeing he hath as 
full a dominion to reduce you to nothing, as to» 
bring you from nothing. Though God (hould 
dafh us againft: the walls, as a potter doth his 
vdTcl, no man could have reafon to fay, Whali 
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doft: thou? or, why doft thou ufc me fo? Jer. 
xviii. 6. “ O houfe of Ifrael, cannot l do with 
you as this potter? faith the Lord.” Nay, he 
hath a greater right to deal fo with us, than a 
potter with his veffel, for God hath contributed I 
all to his creature that it hath; but the potter 
never made the clay which is the fubftance of 
the vclfel^ nor the water that is needful to 
make it tradlable. All that the potter doth, is 
only to mould the clay into fuch a Ihape; bo- 
lides, the potter’s body is no better than the clay 
he makes his vdfel of; nay, perhaps that very 
clay might once have been fomc part of the 
body of a man as good as the potter himfelf. 
Now, (hall the potter have fuch abfolutc power 
over that which is fo near and like to himj 
and (hall, not God have it over that which is : 
infinitely diftant from him? That word, Dan.iv. 
34, gy. The Molt High doth according to his 
will,” is enough to filence the murmurings of 
all men under ftrokes and lofles. 

2. If you eye the hand of God, as moft juft 
and righteous in what you have met with, you 
have no good ground to complain. u Have you 
not procured all this to you: felf?” Is not God 
moft juft in all that hath come upon you? Nay, 
if you confider your fins, and God’s abfolute 
dominion over you, you muft own he might 
have dealt with you in a fmarter way than he 
hath done; inftead of one affli&ion, you might 
have had a thoufand. 

3. Look to the mercy that is mixed with the 
rod. It is a wonder that this great .Sovereign, 
who is fo provoked by us, fliould allow us any 
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mercy at all, and yet we receive innumerable 
benefits from him. Whatever be our afflic- 
tions, Purely they are far lefs than our iniquities 
deferve. Hath he cafl: your child into the grave? 
he might juftly have thrown your foul into hell. 
It is of the Lord’s mercies you are not con- 
fumed. Why ftiould a living man complain? 
a man out of a grave, and out of hell too, hath 
Purely no reafon. 

4. If you compare your affli&ion with the 
trials of others of God’s people, yea, and thefe 
faints who have been moll eminent, you have 
no reafon to grudge at your lofs. You have 
one child dead, but Aaron (who is called the 
faint of the Lord, Pfal. cvi. 16.) had two at a 
ftroke; nay, Job, whom God commends above 
all the faints in his day, had all his children 
flain by one blow, and both thefe eminent faints 
had thefe lofles by an immediate and extraor- 
dinary ftroke from God Some godly parents 
have feen their children live to prove fcandals 
to religion, and a grief of mind to themfelves, 
and would have thought it a mercy if God had 
taken them away when young. Say not then, 
there is no forrow like your forrowj for the 
cup which many others have drunk, hath had 
more bitter ingredients in it than yours. 

3^/y, Confider, that exedfive grief cannot 
better your cafe, it may well make it worfe. 
If you druggie and contend under God’s hand, 
you a£t a foolilh part; as a bullock unaccuflom- 
ed to the yoke, that by his druggling galls his 
neck, and makes the yoke the more uneafy: or 
like a bird fluttering in a net, that, indead of 
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freeing, doth the more intangle itfelf. Thus, * 
by immoderate forrow and fretting under the i! 
ftroke, you lin the more againft God, and make £ 
your burden the more heavy. 

Remember the tranfattions of thy foul ll 
with God in the day thou enteredfl into cove- ; 
nant with him. When thou 1'avvefl thyfelf on ! 
the brink of hell, and a burden of fin prefling 
thee down, and no hope for thee but in Chrift; , 
then your cry was, “ None but Chrift : take i 
children, relations, riches, and all things in a 
world from me, and give me Chrift. 1 give 
up myfelf, and all 1 have, to be difpofed at thy 
plealure; thy will, Lord, fhall be my will,” 
Now, God is taking thee at thy word, and 
trying thy fincerity in what thou f'aidft and j 
profeffedft to him fo folemnly. He hath dil- 
pofed of thy dear relation as plea fed him: O be- 
liever, doft thou rue the bargain? wouldft thou j 
take thy word again? where is thy covenanted i 
fubmiffion to the will of God, and thy promifed 
contentment with all his difpofals? 

5i/z/y, Doft thou not believe that a cove- 
nanted God is better to thee than all the f iends ■ 
in the world? cannot God foon make up the j 
greateft lofs to thee, if thou turn to him by i 
prayer, and pour out thy heart and forrows in 
his bofom? What are the world’s comforts to 
God’s comforts? a fmile of God’s face in prayer, 
can foon fweeten thy bitter cup, and make thee ! 
forget all thy forrows, Pfal. xciv. 19. In the 
multitude of my thoughts within me, thy com- 
forts delight my foul.” The Author of the 
Fulfilling of the Scriptures tells us of one 
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Patrick Mackilwr ae, an eminent faint in the weft 
of Scotland, who having loft his dear and only 
fon, got to his clofct, and there poured out his 
foul freely to the Lord. When he came out 
to his friends at length, who were waiting to 
comfort him, and fearing how he would take 
fuch a heavy Itroke, he returned from prayer 
with a cheerful countenance, and told fome of 
his friends, who alked him the re^fon of his 
cheerfulnefs, “ ihat he had got that in his re- 
tirement with the Lord, that to have it after- 
wards renewed, he would be content to lofe a 
fon every day." 

6thly, Serioufly consider, that you are hut a 
I? few days journey behind him for whnm you 

mourn, and that you will quickly overtake him, 
j and be with him again. This allayed David’s 
I forrow for his child, 2 Sam. xii. 23. “1 fliall go 
I to him.” It is our expe&ing to live here, to 
I enjoy the comfort of relations, that commonly 
; makes us grieve fo much for their death; for 

if we looked on ourfelves as men that were 
to die in a few days, we would not be fo trou- 
bled for our friends, that are gone but a little 
fpace before us. 

7M/y, If your friends are gone to heaven, you 
have more reafon to rejoice with them than to 
mourn for them; feeing they are uni’peakably 
happier where they now are, than they could 
have been with you. It is the moft fervent 
deftre and wifh of every true Chriftian to be in 
heaven: and will you grieve, becaufe God hath 
taken your relations thither, where you defire to 
be yourfelfabove all things? AsChrift laid to his 
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difciples before his death, John xiv. 28. “ If ye ! 
loved me, ye would rejoice, becaufe I go unto 
the Father:” fo, if your departed friend could ) 
fpeak to you from heaven, he would lay, If 
you loved me with a pure fpiritual love, ye 
would rejoice that l am gone to my Father, i, 
where I am more happy than you’ can pcffibly 
conceive of me.,, 

Object. “ Had I ground to think that my ' 
friend is gone to heaven, it would eafe me; but, ; 
alas, I fear it is otherwile.” 

Anfiv., 1. It doth not belong to us to dive in- 
to the eternal ftate and condition of thefe that j 
are gone off the ftage. Fhefe fecret things be- j 
long to God, who exercifeth his mercy or juf- ’ 
tice towards Tinners according to his I'overeign j 
will. 

2. Suppofing the worft, you ought to fubmit 
to the incontroulable fovercignty of God, who 
hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth. “ He is of one 
mind, and who can turn him?” The Lord cut j 
off \aron,s two funs in the very a£t of fin and ! 
rebellion againlt him, aud yet Aaron held his i 
peace, and fo ought you. 

3. Whatever be the lot of others hereafter, 
you have reafon to be thankful to God for his 
diftihguilhing mercy, in laving you from thefe 
flames that others fall into, and giving you good 
hope through grace of glorifying God above 
for ever. 
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(Direct. VIII. Let the ficknefs and death of 

others be a itrarning to you in time of healthy 
to make due preparation for the time of ficknefs 

Sand of dying y which is before your hands. 
TT/HEN you fee your friends and neigh- 
▼ V hours in a fickly. weak, or dying condi- 

tion, the language of the diiperfation to you 
that a’e in health is, Prepare for ficknefs alfo. 

d Nay, the feeble voice of the fick doth proclaim 
I: this warning as loudly, as if they fliould lift up 
i:their voice like a trumpet, and fay to you, 

“ Remember that you mull lie in the fame cafe 
it ere long; you mull alfo groan under pain, lofe 
v your ftrength and beauty, leave your mirth 
land company, bid adieu to all the world, and 
illook out for the grim melfenger death, that is 
a a-comingto difFolve the earthly tabernacle, fend 
ithe body to lie in a putrifying grave, and the foul 
j to ftand before God’s tribunal, to be fentenced 
ito an -endl fs Pate.” This will thy cafe, O 
£ young man, Prong man, healthful man, as 
l really in a little, as it is of thefe now before 
/your eyes. O how foon will it come! what 
J thoughts will you then have of the world, of fin, 
li*and vain company! Will anv tiring comfort 
{you then but the favour of God, the love of 
ICtiriP, and the review of a holy well-fpent life? 

"jj Wherefore do with all thy might now what thy 
i hand finds to do: employ the time of health 
' well in preparing for ficknefs, and leave no- 

thing to do in time of ficknefs, which is a moft 
unfit feafon for a man to do foul-work and fal- 

ion-work in. 
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1.1 fhall begin with thofe of the family where 

the harbingers of death do prefently refide. i 
hurely the warnings of ficknefs and death ought 
to be louder in your ears than others, and moft 
diligently hearkened unto by you, that lodge I) 
under the fame roof with the meflengers of the 
king of terrors. \ft. Remember that word, .1 
l Pet. v. 6. “ Humble yourfelves therefore un- i 
der the mighty hand of God.” It well be- r 

comes guilty fmners, all the members -of the ; 
family, to be humble before a holy God, when r 
he is fruiting any of the them. Humbly ac- i 
knowledge his fovereignty and abfolute domi-i I 
nion over you, faying, u Lord, thou art the 
author and founder of families, and thou mayft ' 
afflift and punifh them as thou thinkeft fit. , 
Thou fettcfl the folitary in families, and mul- 
tipliell their number; and thou mayft diminifh : 
them, yea, lay them defolate according to thy 
pleafure. Thou mighteft have made all the 
members of the family fick, as well as one; 
thou mighteft have given a deadly blow to pa- t 
rents, children, and fervants at oi ce, yea, have ( 
made the houfe in which we live a common 
grave, and buried us all together in its ruins.” 
Humbly acknowledge the juftice and mercy of?| 

God in the prefent vifiation. “ Lord, inftead of: 
one, we all deferved to have been thrown on 
fick-beds, and all of us to have been fmittenby 
death. Thou punifiieft us lei’s than our iniqui-l 
ties deferve.” Acknowledge alfo God’s wifdom j 
and love in the prefent affliction, and humbly j 
fubmit to take the cup which he hath mingled | 
for you. “ The cup which our heavenly Father 
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hath ordered for this family, (hall we not drink 
it? It is a gracious and wife God that doth what 
is done in the family; therefore it is our part 
to be dumb, and not to open our mouths to 
jquarrel it.” 

2<#y, The command which the king of Ni- 
neveh gave to all his fubje&s, when threatened 
with ruin, Jonah iii. 8. is very proper for a 
matter of a family to give to all under his 
charge, when ficknefs doth rage among them; 
“ Faft, and cry mightily to God, and turn eve- 
ry one from his evil way. Who can tell if 
God will turn away from his fierce anger, that 
we perifh not?” When the deftroying angel 
gets a commiflion to Imite families with mortal 

i and infettious difeafes, which fometimes go 
i from houfe to houfe like a plague, fweeping 
1 many old and young off the ftage; then efpecial- 

ly it Ihould be a time of mighty crying and 
pleading with God for mercy. And lince our 
pleading is wholly ineffectual without an aton- 
ing facrifice to incenfed juftice, let us not forget 
to bring the all-fufficient facrifice of Chritt’s 

1 blood alongft with us, and plead it with God for 
' averting his wrath from our houfes and fami- 
i lies. As Mofes faid to Aaron in a time of com- 
1 mon calamity, Num. xiv. 46. fo may 1 fay to 

you that are heads of families, “ Take a confer 
and incenfe, and go quickly and make an atone- 
ment for them: for there is wrath gone out from 
the Lord; the plague is begun.” Bring the in- 
cenfe of Chrift’s latisfaClion, that great atone- 
ment to divine juftice, which was typified by 

i the legal facrifices and oblations, Humbly and 
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earneftly plead that great facrifice with God, 
for turning away the fiercenefs of his wrath. I* 
Get the bunch of hyffjp, faith, in order to the J 
fprinkling of your houfes with that atoning ; 
blood, that fo you and your families may be f 
among the preferved in Chi ih Jefus. 

Laftly, Let all in the family where ficknefs 
is, and efpeciaily the head of it, remember that 
word. Job xxii. 23. “ I'hou (halt put away ini- 
quity far from thy tabernacles ” God hath fent 
ficknefs with this meflage to you, ‘c Search out ! 

family fins, whether of omilfion or commif- i; 
fion; m urn over them, turn from them, banifh 
them far away. Let no vice lodge under your ' 
roof. Let family-worlhip be no more neglec- 
ted, nor (lightly performed. Let God have 
both the morning and evening facrifice.” Now, v 
if the members of thefe families vilited with 
ficknefs,who are in health for the prefent, would 
thus humble themfelves, cry to God, plead flic I 
blood of Chrift, and reform what is amiis 
among them; the prefent affliction would be 
fanCtified, and they in fume mcafure prepared j 
for the like trial, when God (hail be pleafed to 
put the cup in their hands. 

II. In the next place, let me warn all the 
friends and neighbours ofthefick, whether they 
be in the family or not, to improve the day of 
health, in making ready for the time of fick- 
nefs. Be much in the exercife of felf exami- 
nation, humiliation for fin, believing in Chrilt, 
renewing covenant with God, mortifying of fin, 
trimming the lamp, meditating of heaven, liv- 
ing by faith, deniednds to the world, ftudying 
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o overcome the love oflife, and fears of death. 
Concerning all which, I have given directions 
n the foregoing chapters of this book, when 
peaking to the fick and diftrefled. Thefe ex- 

. *rcifes are not only proper for the fick, but alfo ror thefe in health; and are fuitible prepara- 
: ions for ficknefs and death, to be (tudied by all 

Tien in every condition. But there are tome 
hings further moft neceffiry to be minded by 

people in time of their health, in order to pre- 
! Tare them for the time of ficknefs and of dying, 
pefore it come. 

17?, Make your latter-will, and keep it by 
!/ou, that you imy not be encumbered with your 
worldly affairs, in time of ficknefs, or at a dy- 
:ng-hour. Surely it is great wifdom to put this 
r>y-hand in time of health. But 1 have fpoken 
largely of this Chap. I. Dir. 6. 

idly, Take heed in time of health, that you 
lay not up lad provifion againft the day of fick- 
?iefs, by your carelefs and untender walk. As 
t is fin that brings on ficknel's upon us, fo it is 
pn that embitters it unto us, O beware of all 
known fin, and particularly the fin of earthly- 
mindednefs, unthankfulnefs for mercies, lukc- 
jVarmncfs in religion, negleCt to improve Chrift, 
^egle<$ of prayer, and formality in it, quench- 
mg of the Spirit, falling from your firfi: love, 
breach of vows, mifearrying under fignal mer- 
ries, finning after ailHCtions, turning to old fins. 
Suard againfi: thel'e evils now in time of health, 
fitherwife they will put thorns in your pillow 
when ficknefs cometh. Dare not to live in 

iluch a courfe as you would not adventure to die 
Dd 
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in. How do you know but your next ftep may r 
be into the grave? and would you be willing s 
to lie down there in your fins, with earthly, 
dead, formal, wandering, and unbelieving 
hearts ? 

%dly, Sit loofe from the world, and live as 
ftrangers in it, that you may be able to pack and I 
be gone frr m it upon fliort warning. Let death i:J 
find you dead before-hand, dead to the world, , 
If your affe&ions be glewed to the world, it: 
will be a violent rending and fad parting i 
you will have with it when the dying hour li 
cometh. You will be ready, like Lot’s wife, to li 
linger, hanker, and look greedily back again, 

^thly, Keep fhort reckonings with God and ti 
conlcicnce, that you may not have old fcores to i 
reckon upon when you come to the death-bed. i 
O what flinging pain and torment may one fin i 
unmourned for coft you at that time! Let con- \ 
fcience then bring in the accounts of every day i 
before you flcep, and fpeedily take up every "I 
controverfy that may fall out betwixt God and 1 
thy foul. 

$tkly, Dwell much upon the thoughts of:; 
death, that you may learn to be acquaint and I 
familiar with it; as Job was, who faid, before- 
hand, 44to corruption, Thou art my father; and! 
to the worm, Thou art my mother and my1 

lifter,” Job xvii. 14. For this caufe the Egyp-> 
tians ufed to place a dead man’s fcull in fomet 
confpicuous place of their rooms; likewife the: 
Jews had their fepulchres in their gardens ofl 
pleafure, that fo in midfl of their delights they 1 
might think on their dying time. We read ofl 
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Philip king of Maccdon, that ordered a page 
^*very morning to rouze him from ileep with 
i hefe words, “ O king, remember thou, art a 
mortal man.” By this often-repeated leflbn, 
I:laboured to humble his lofty mind, and make 

s acquaintance with death, that it might not 
em ftrange or furprifing to him when it 
ould Equally come and fnatch him away. 
6thly, Study to fpend every day as it were 

» be your laft, and perform every duty as it 
ere the laft, ftill looking on ficknefs and death 
very near. That which makes moft men fo 

iconcerned about ficknefs, death, and eternity, 
, they view them as things afar off, at thirty 
' forty years diftance. “ They think their 

i time will be long here: why, they are healthy, 
of a ftrong conftitutlon, and their fathers lived 

j fo long;” which furely are falfe rules to judge 
: by. It was the expe*ftrtion of many years that 

1 helped on the ruin of that rich fool in the gofpel. 
t It were far better for every man to look on 
it himfelf as ftanding every day and night at the 
•very door of eternity; and hundreds of difeafcs 

■ ready to open the door and let him in. When 
you lie down at night, leave your heart with 

. Chrift, and compofe your fpirits fo, as if yon 
! were not to awake till the heavens are no moi e; 

for certainly that night cometh, of which you 
. will never fee the morning, or that morning 
5 of which you will never fee the night. But 
! which of your mornings, or nights thefe will 

be, you know not, feeing your times are not 
f in your own hands. 
f Set apart fome time, daily, for think- 

Dd 2 
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ing, in a retired way, on your time that is paft, 
and upon eternity that is to come. The ne- 
gleiSt of this duty of meditation, and retired i: 
thinking, is very prejudicial, both to the godly 
and ungodly. It was David’s pradtice to think, , 
and to think upon his ways; which engaged J! 
him to reform whatever he found amifs in r 
them, Pfal. cxix. 59. Ohl it is the ruin of many 
a foul, they are utter Grangers to this way of : 

thinking. I have read of a father, who on his 1 
death-bed, left it as a folemn charge upon his i 
only fon, who xvzs a prodigal, that he fhould i 
fpencl a quarter of an hour every day in retired 
thinking, and let himehufe anyfubjedt hepleafed. 
The fon thinks this an cafy talk, undertakes it, 
and after his father’s death let himfelf to per- I 
form his promife. One day he thinks upon his 
bypaft pleafures; another day he contrives his 
future delights; after awhile he begins to think 
ferioufly what might be his father’s delign in ! 
laying this tallt upon him: at length he thinks, his 
father was a wife and good man, therefore furely | 
he intended and hoped that, among the reft of 
his meditations, he would fome time or other 
think of religion. When this had truly polfel- 
fed bis thoughts, one thought and queftion 
comes upon the back of another, about his by- ; 
paftli fe and future ftate, that he could not contain 
himfelf in fo Ihort a confinement, but was that 
night without deep; yea, and afterward could 
have no reft till he became ferioully religious. 
O that l could perfuade all carelefs and unthink- 
ing fouls to go and do likewife! Ah! how many 
1'pend their days in a hurry about their worldly 
affairs, and perilh for want of thinking! 
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8M/y, Among ocher fubjefts of your retired 

thoughts, fpend fome time in thinking, how 
awful and terrible a thing it muft be for a poor 

3 Chriftlefs foul to m.ike its appearance before an 
it angry God after death, “For who (faith the 
q prophet) can dwell withdevouringfire? who can 
(abide with everlading burnings?” I have read 

of a certain king of Hungary, who being on a 
time marvclloufly fad and heavy, his brother, 
who was a brilk and gallant man, would needs 
know the real'on: “ Oh brother, (faith he), I 

d have been a great finner againil God, and I know 
I not how l fhall appear before his judgment- 
i feat.” His brother anfwered, “ Thefe are but 
: melancholy thoughts;” and fo made light of 

them, as mod com tiers ufe to do. 'The king 
s replied nothing at that time; but the cuftom of 
that country was, (the government being ab- 
folutc), if the executioner founded a trumpet 
at a man’s door, he was prefently to be led to- 

; execution. The king lent the executioner in 
the dead time of the night, and caufed him 
found his trumpet at his brother’s door, who 
hea'ing and feeing the mefTenger of death, 
fprnng in trembling into his brother’s prefence, 

t falls down upon his knees, and befeeches the 
.king to let him know wherein he had offended 
him. “ O brother, (faidthe king), you never 
offended me, but loved me; but is the fight of 
an earthly executioner fo terrible to thee; and 
fliall not 1, who am fo great a finner, fear much 
more to be brought to the judgment-feat of an 
angry God!” 
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to wifh they had lived, when they come to the ji 
fick and dying time. Thefe who have Ipent ; 
their time moft carelefsly, begin to have other ri 
notions of religion when they fee the grim 
ir.effenger approaching. Go to their bed*lides, I, 
and afk them, Wiiether floth or diligence, for- !" 
mality or fervency, drinking or praying, loving : 
the world or loving Chrift, be the bcft; would 
they not tell you, that there is none fo wife as 
they that are moft religious? Think, O man, in 
health, with thyfelf, if thou waft juft now upon li 
thy death-bed, and faweft thy friends ftanding j 
mourning round about thee, but finable to help 
thee, what would be thy thoughts and difcourfe at ! 

that time? Othen, letfomeof the fame thoughts ' 
and difcourfe fill up every day and hour of thy 
life now. Why, thou knowift not but this i 
moment thou mayft be as near death, as if thy 
friends and phyficians too were defpairing of j 
thy life, and had given you over for dead. 

\othly. Be employed now in fighting the good 
fight of faith. You have many emmiesto deal ] 
with, and death is the laft of them. Would 
you obtain the vi&ory over them? Then get j 
on the Chriftian armour, and make mnthufe of i 
the fhield of faith. We read in the book of [ 
Efther, that king Ahafuerus would not recal the 
proclamation he had emitted againft the Jews; 
but he gave them full liberty to take up arms 
to defend themfelves, and attack their enemies: ; 
fo here, God will not recal the fentencc of death | 
he hath paft upon all men in the garden; but 
neverthelefs be allow s, yea commiffionates all j 
true Ifraelites to take up arms againft death, to 
conquer and trample it under foot by faith* 
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Lajllyy Be bufynowin health, providing, and 

I laying up a ftock againfl the time of lickneis 
?and afflidion; which may contribute to your com- 

fortable living then, when the world’s good 
I things will be taflclefs and comfortkfs to you. 
I As thefe who have a voyage to go, do vidual 
i the fhip; and tht fe who have a liege to hold out, 
f take in provilions : even fo do ye. 

1. Get a hock of graces again!! that time, 
> cfpecially a flock of faith, of patience, of hu- 
1 mility, lelf-denial, &c. There will be ufc for 
S: all thefe then. A little grace, or a little faith, 
i is not enough} for this will faint under afflic- 
1 tions. We read, Matth. xiv. that, when the 
' winds began to blow fiercely, Peter’s little faith 
I began to fail. You have need of a great mea- 

fure of patience againfl that time, that you may 
wait quietly on God, till he come to your re- 
lief. You know not but he may lengthen out 
your trials and tarry till the fourth watch of 
the night before he come with deliverance. 

a. Provide a flock of evidences or marks of 
grace, and of the love of God, that you may be 
able to aflcrt your interefl in him asyour portion 
in Chrift, and may be perfuaded, that neither 
death nor life will ever feparatc you from him. 

3. Get a ftockof divine experiences. Lay up 
all the experiences you have had of God’s l<>v- 
ing-kindnefs, and thefe will give great relief 
and encouragement to the foul in the day of 
diftrels- 

4. Ljy up a flock of fermons. Treafure up 
the counfels and cordials which they bring you 
from God’s word, that fo you may, according 
to Ifa, xlii, 13. “hear for the time to comc}’, 
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and efpecially for fick-beds, when you cannot J 
get fermons to hear. I'hen it is, that you i 
ought to live and feed upon the lermons you , i 
have heard. 

5. Lay up a flock of prayers. Be much in 
wreflling with God for help and t-hroughbear- 
ing in the day of affliction; and fo you may ex- t • 
pe<ft the gracious returns thereof in the day ji1 
of calamity. 

6. Provide a flock of promifes. Be now 
gathering thefe fweet cordials from God’s word, | 
lay them up in your heart and memory, and 
they will be very refrefhing and fupporting to i 
you in the day of affli&ion. 
Direct. IX. Let thefe who are in health ft \ 

about the work of repentance, and turning to 
God in Chrtji timeoufly and quickly: and be- 
ware of delaying this work until the time of 

Jicknefs and of dying. 
O D’s command to you is, to fet about the 

2 work prefently, without any delay, Heb. 
iii. 15. 11 To-day if ye will hear his voice, har- 
den not your hearts.” Matth. xxi. 28. “Go 1 
work to-day in my vineyard.” Ecclef. xii. 1. | 
“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of j 
thy youth.” Well, God’s voice to you, O man , 
in health, is to-day. But the devil’s voice to 
you is to-morrow. And which of the two will 
you hearken to ? Surely it is your wifdom to 
obey the voice of your Creator and Friend, and 
not of your enemy and deftroyer. Why, to-day 
thou art in health, to-morrow thou mayft be 
in Ikknefs; to-day thou art on earth, to-morrow 
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I thou mayft be in hell; to-day Chrift is inviting 

you to come to him, to-morrow he may be fen- < 
); tencing you to depart from him. And confider* J 
(: that the devil, who tempts you to delay this 
h day, will be as ready to tempt you to the 

fame to-morrow; and fo the devil’s to-morrow 
« will never come. It will (till be to-morrow 
if with him till the lad: hour, that fo he may get 
!you cheated out of your whole time and falva- 

tion together. 
Here I {hall endeavour two things; 1. Bring 

i; arguments to perfuade you to repent and clofe 
r with the offers of Chrft prefently, without any 
it delay, as God requires. 2. Shew the evil and 
U danger of delaying till the time of ficknefs and 
>1 of dying. As to the fird, viz. Arguments for 
[ prefent repentance, and againft delaying the 

woik. 
1/?, Confider the uncertainty of your life and 1 time to repent. Your life is but a vapour, a lit- , 

tie warm breath that is going out and in at / 
your nodi ils, which may be dopped by death / 
eie you be aware; thou knowed not what will/ 
be to-morrow, Prov. xxvii.i. It was the fayJ 
ing of a godly man, when invited to a fead upon 
the morrow, “ I have not had a morrow, for 

, thefe many years.” It was a bad ufe tliefe Epi- 
cures made of this uncertainty, Ifa. xxii. 13. 
“■ Let us eat and di ink, for to-morrow we dial! 
die.” It is much wifer to fay, “ Let us pray, 
and turn to the Lord, for to-marrow we lliall 
die.” N ry, you have not feenrity for one hour 
to repent in; for God hath a thoufand difeafes 
and accidents ready to dop your breath, and 
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end your days, whenever he pleafeth to give 
them orders. There are many 1’ecure finners, ] 
who prefnme on long life, but there are none 
nearer deftru&ion than fuch; for God loves to 
difappoint thefe that promife themfelves a long 
life in fin and impenitency, as he did that 
rich man who was laying up for many years, 
Luke xii. 19. “ This night (hall thy foul be re- 
quired of thee.” And O what a dark and dif- 
mal night will it be, if death come before thy 
repentance! O man, thou never didft lie down 
one night with aflurance of rifing again; thou 
never heardft one fermon with affurance of 
hearing another; thou never didft draw one 
breath with alfurance of drawing another. 
What madnefs is it then to delay falvation- 
work one day or hour longer, and fo to leave 
the wcightieil matter in the world at the great- 
eft uncertainty! 

2£//y, Confider, that though God in his won- 
derful mercy and patience (hould prolong your 
days, yet the longeft life is fliort enough for the 
work you have to do, fuppofe you begin it pre- 
fently. Nay, had you Methufalem’s years to 
fpend, they would be no more than lufficient 
tok repent and mourn for the fins and guilt 
Which you have been fo long contrafting; to 
reform and amend the many things that have 
been amifs; to perform all the duties incum- 
bent on you; to make furc your calling and j 
election, and put your fouls in a good pofture | 
and preparation for an eternal ftate, and get i 
them made meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the faints in light. Now, do ye think 
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c that all this work can be done in an inftant, or 
11 in a time of ficknefs, or old age, when yc are 
:/ hardly fit to do anything? When a man's fpirit 
2: is unable to bear the infirmities of nature, how 
w will he be able to bear the lalhes of a guilty 
Iconfcicnce, or a wounded fpirit? When the un- 

derftanding is weak, the memory frail, the will 
obftinately bent the wrong way, by a long cu£ 

1 tom of finning, and negledting of duty; will 
1 that be a fit time to begin the work of re- 
1 pentance and converfion to God? When nature 
i is decayed, and the candle of life juft finking 
i in the focket, will you begin then to a£t for 
) God, and make your light Ihine before men to 
1 his glory? Oremember, your work is long, your 
i time is ftiort; and though you begin this very 
l hour, you will have no time to fpare. 

idly. Delay not this work, becaule it is not 
i in your power to do it when you pleafe. It is 
; a delufion of the devil, to imagine you may re- 

pent when you will. No, no; it is God only 
: that giveth repentance, and he gives it when, 

and to whom he pleafeth, A<fts v.13. And it is 
a mere peradventure, if ever he give it to a de- 
laying finner. 2 Tim. ii. 25. When is it that you 

, may have hopes he will give repentance, but 
when he calls you to it, and prefcribes means 

‘j to be ufed for that end ? Now that is to-day. 
i “ To-day, if ye will hear his voice: now is the 

accepted time, now is the day of falvation." 
To-day, when God is calling, and the Spirit 

, driving, is the time of finding the Lord, and 
and getting repentance from him. To-morrow 
it may be too late; the Lord’s hand may be 



312 THE AFFLICTED 
clofed, and the door of mercy (hut. If you re- 
fufe the .Spirit when he ftrives with you, he may 
leave you, and never put another fei ions thought 
in your heart of turning to the Lord. O defer 
not feeking repentance till it be too late: for 
there is a time when the Lord will not be 
found, and then repentance will not be found, 
though you feek it with tears. Indeed, God 
hath promifed mercy to penitent finners: but 
he hath no where promifed the aids of his grace 
and Spirit to them that put off their repentance: 
and he hath no where promifed acceptance to 
mere grief and forrow for fin, without faith, 
and fruits meet for repentance : he hath no 
where promifed to pardon thefe, who only 
promife to leave their fins, when they can keep 
them no longer. 

^thly. The longer repentance and clofing with 
Chrift is delayed, the difficulty thereof is every 
day increafed. Why, i. Becaufe of the deceit- 
ful nature of fin, which doth daily bewitch and 
harden the heart more and more in the praftice 
of it. 2. Cuftom in any thing hath a firong in- 
fluence on us, and becomes a kind of fecond 
nature, and breeds an almofi: invincible inclina- 
tion to whatfoever we have long addicted our- 
felves unto, whether it be in actions natural or 
moral. Hence Ovid gives that good advice. 

Bed proper a, nec te venturas differ in horas; 
£>ui non ejl hodie, eras minus aptus erit. 
“ Be fpeedy, put not off till another time; 
“ He who is not prepared to-day, will be 

“ more unprepared to-morrow.’' 
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He that goes on from day to day in fin, will 

1 find his indifpofition to repent daily increafed, 
(ithc habits of fin ftrengthened, and himftlf 
tibrought at length under the power of an inve- 
‘iterate cufiom. And if it be hard to break any 
jcuftom, much more a cufiom in finning, which 
is fo agreeable to depraved nature. Hence faith 
he Spirit of God, Jer. xiii. 23. “ Can the 
,thiopian change his fldn, or the leopard his 

[pots? Then may ye all'o do good, that are ac- 
ufiomed to do evil.,, 3. The longer Satan 
ecps pofleflion, the more- difficult will his 

:jecfiion prove. The devils that poflefTed the 
nan from the womb up, could not be caft out 

but by feme extraordinary way. 4- Delays 
bring on Ipiritual judgments from God, fuch as 
judicial hardnefs on the heart, which will make 
repentance impoffible, according to that terrible 
place, Ifa. vi. 9, 10. ‘‘Make the heart of this 
ueople fat,” &c. wffiich is quoted no lefs than 
ix times in the New Tefiament, as if it belong- 
ed only to them that linger and fit impenitent 
3nder gofpel-calls. 

Laftly, We would reckon fuch delays mad- 
pefs in earthly affairs, which are but trifles when 
Compared to falvation-work. If a man’s houfe 
yere on fire, we would count him mad, if he 
hould lay, it is time enough to quench it to- 
morrow; or, if he were fiung with a venomous 
ferpent, he would be mad that neglected to leek 

prelent cure : or, if he had got poifon in his 
iomach, he would never think he could foon 
jnouph vomit it up. If a malefadtor were con- 
lemncd to a cruel death to-morrow, but had 

E c 
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a promife ofa remiflion if he (hould look after 'i 
it to-day; would he be fo foolilh as delay it till ij 
next morning? But how much greater madncfs U 
is it to delay repenting and fleeing to Chrifl:, 
when God’s calls and promifes relate to the 
prefcnt time, and our danger in delaying is infi- | 
nitely greater than in any of the forefaid cafes? f 
Surely there is no fling fo dangerous, no poifon < 
fo deadly as fin; and can we too foon feek after , 
the balm of Gilead, the blood of Chrifl for its ! 
cure? There is no death like the lecond death, { 
no fire fo dreadful as the eternal fire of God’s 
wrath : Now, this fire is already kindled r- i 
gainfl your fouls; and if it be not timeoufly 
quenched, it will burn to the lowefi hell. Lofe f 
no time to get it extinguilhed, by fleeing to the ; 
blood of Ji l’us. 

II. The next thing is to fliew the evil and ' 
danger of delaying this work until the time of 
ficknefs and of dying. Alas, it is the common 
prafticeof themeft part! Butconfider, iy?,What'fc 
wretched ingratitude and bafenefs there is in i 
it. Whether is it fit ye fliould give the belt of 
your time to God that made you, or to the de-i* 
vil that feeks your deftrudtion? Is it reafonable j 
that the d vil (hould feafl on the flower and i 
prime of- your youth and ftrength, and your I 
Creator have no otlier but the fragments of 
the devil’s table? When the dregs of your r.imej 
are com., your flrength gone, your lenfes fail-i 
ed, your urderftandieg and memory weak, youri 
afft &ions i'peot upon the creature, yea, whenj 
you are good for nothing elfe; will ye be Ibj 
bale as think, you are then good enough for! 
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i|God, and for falvation-work, which requires 
ijail your ftrength and might? But remem- 
ber, if you be fo bale as referve the dregs 
iof your time for God, you may expedl lie 
will be fo juft as referve the dregs of his wrath 
for you, according to that word, Mai. i. 14. 

Curfed be the deceiver, which hath in his 
flock a male, and facrificeth unto the Lord a 

dcorrupt thing.” Your youth, ftrength, health, 
§ gifts, and talents, at e the males of the flock; 
iif you give thefe to the devil, and referve the 
1 weaknefs of ficknefs and old-age for God, you 
] draw down his curfe upon your heads; and 
j how long will you be able to bear up under the 
r weight of God's curfe ? Now, O delaying fin- 

11 rs why ihould you be fo ungrateful to God, 
and enjurious to yourfelves? God had early 
thoughts of rercy to you; and will you have 
rothing but late thoughts of duty to him ? Chrift 
did not defer his dying for us till he was old; 
and fhall we defer living tv) him, till we be old? 
Oh,we do not deal with God as we would have 
him to deal wi‘h us. When vve need help in 
trouble, wc cry, as Pfal. cii. 2. “ Lord, hear 
me ; in the day when I call, aufwer me fptedi- 
ly.” To-day we (tili make the feafon of mer- 
cy, but to-morrow the feafon for duty. When 
mercy is delayed, we impatiently cry, How 
long? how long? We will not wait God’s holy 
leifure. But alasl we would have God to wait 
our finful leifure Oh, let us be afhamed of fuch 
difingenuous dealings with our Creator. 

Death may get a commiifion to take you 
? off fuddenly, without giving you any time to 

E e 2 
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repent. You are not fare to fee the evening ■ 
ftar of ficknefs, before the night of death over- 
take you, or that you will have any warning 
given you before the fatal flroke. For how 
many are there who projeft long lives, and look 
for time before death to repent, that get a 
furpriling call to flit from the earthly tabernacle, |: 
and have not one minute to provide another |: 
lodging? How many are drowned by a ludden |! 
ftorm at fea? And how many killed by outward '> 
accidents at land? Some drop down fuddenly ! 
in the flxeets; fome die fitting in their chairsj ij 
fome go well to bed at night, and never fee the , 
morning; fomc die as quickly by a fit of an 
epilepfy, or apoplexy, as if (hot with a gun. j 
Thus thoufands are hurried into eternity, and 
prefented before a tribunal, without being 
allowed fo much time as to think one ferious 
thought, or fpeak one word? not one moment j 
to confider where they are going, or to cry to J 
God for mercy. And how know you but this 1 
may be your cafe at death ? Muft it not be the 
greatefl; folly then, to delay your repentance to 
a dying time, when it may not be one minute 
long? 

3^/y, Though you may have fome time to 
lie on fick-beds, how know ye but your ficknefs 
may be fuch as lhall incapacitate you for i'pirit- 
ual work? Some we fee are fo opprefled with 
continual fumbei ing and fleeping, even when 
death is neareft, that they are in no cafe to think 
or fpeak of thefe things that belong to their 
eternal fiate. Others, in high fevers, are trou- 
bled with rovings; and have no ufe of their i 
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treafon, fo that they are not capable to fettle 
their worldly affairs; and how much lefs are 
they fit to fecure their fouls eternal concerns, 
at that time?—Some, again, are fo racked with 

j extreme pains and agonies, impatient frettingSj 
and bitter unealincfs, that they cannot get one 
fettled thought about their fouls prefent or 
future hate. Others are fo filled with ter- 
ror and amazement, at the view of approach* 
ing death and eternity, that they cannot 
compofe their thoughts to exemine them- 
felves, confefs their fins, a£t faith in a Saviour, 
or follow any direction that is given them; 
but go off the ftage in a confufion, being in- 
capable to do any thing to purpofe for their 
fouls. Some their diftemper is inch, that they 

- are brought to a great ftrait betwixt the word 
of God and the phyfician. The word of God 

1 and his minifters tell them, if they do not 
mourn for their fins, and wreflle for mer- s cy, they cannot be faved: but faith the phyfi- 

l; cian, if you trouble yourfelf with fad and mel- 
ancholy thoughts, you prejudice you body, and 
hazard your life. Oh! is this a fit time then to 1 begin your preparation for another world? 

4^/y, The Spirit of God being long refilled 
and vexed by many in the day of health, he is 
provoked to leave them on death-beds to the 
hardnefs of their own hearts: And fo they re- 
main like flocks and flones, dead and flupid to 
the lafl. 

5/A/y,The devihlhat was bufy all your lives to 
keep you from repentance, will not be idle at 
this time; nay, he will be mere a&ive then than 
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ever to ruin you, either by caufing you to fplit ! 

on the rock of prefumption or of difpair. 
Sometimes he will tell finners then, “ You need- 
not trouble yourfelves about your fouls: God is 
more merciful than to damn you; the repen- ! 
tance you have already, will ferve the turn.” 
But if this will not quiet them, he will ftudy j 
to drive them to difpair, by telling them, ; 

■ “ They have loft the feafon of repentance and 
doling with Chrift; and now there is no reme- ! 
dy, no hope for them, and it is in vain to ufe ' 
any further means.” O then, do not heaikenr' ' 
to Satan now, when he tempts you to delay j 
your repentance. 

6thly, Whatever appearance of repentance j 
fome dying perfons may have, let that be no | 
encouragement to put off till that time. Why, a 
there lieth a juft ful’picion upon a late repen- 
tance, that it is feldom found and lincere. It is . 
no found work, that aril’eth more from fears j 
of hell, than from any real heatred of fin; more 1 
from love to felf, than love to God. And it is 1 
to be feared, that death-bed repentance is mod- j 
ly of this fort, feeing ordinarily it confideth 1 

more in grief and fear, prayers and promifes, j 
than in a hearty loathing of fin. love to holi- • 
refs, or.willingnefs to accept of Jefus Chrift : ; 
for have we not feen many of thefe penitents, I 
who, in the view of death, have profeded great 
furrow for their wicked lives, and made folemn 
promifes of amendment; yet when they have 
happened to recover, all their righteoufnels 1 
hath vanidied, and they have returned to their j 
former fins as greedily as ever? And, O delay- ! 
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i ingfinner, what ground have you to think that 
|| your death-bed repentance will be any better 
Ithan theirs? Be wile then in time, fet heartily 

about Pal vation-work in the day of your health, 
and do not leave the weigl^ieft work to the 
weakcft time. 

j ObjcCt. I. “ But hath not God promifed 
I mercy to them that repent of their fins at any 
I time?” 
Ij Anjw. Yes, to them that repent truly and 
l fincerely: but do not think that it is in your 
j|‘power to repent fo, at any time you pleaie; no, 
lj it is impoiTible you can do it without the influ- 
) ence and affifiance of the Spirit of God. And 
I God hath no where promifed this to thefe who 
I put eff their repentance to a death-bed. There 
I is a great difference betwixt a lick man’s how- 

ling upon his bed, and fincere goi'pcl repenting. 
I grant, true repentance Is never too late; but 
Oh! late repentance is feldcm true. True re- 
pentance is that which hath a care to walk ho- 
lily, or hath works meet for repentance joined 

'i With it. lietice repentance is mot only called 
I metanoia, a change of mind; h&t tHfo m e T A- 

j! M E L e 1 a, an after car$. Now for a de*ath-btd 
i1 repentance, that hath no fiuch holy care or good 1 works, I know no promile in the Bjhle that 
| annexeth falvation unto it. 

Object II. ‘‘Do not we read in Chrifl’s para- 
j ble of tire labourers, Match, xx that fome were 

hired and brought into the vineyard at the 
j eleventh hour, and got the fi:me reward with 

thofe that were hired at the third and lixth 
; hour : ” 
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Anfw i. Thole that were brought in fo late, Ip 

could lay for tht rafelves vei l. 6. that no man :r 
had hired them/’ or had off-red to hire them !,l 
before; they did no fooner hear the gofiKl-call, , . 
and offers of lalvation through Chrilt tendered 
to them. But Oh! this will Hand you in no 1: 
ftead, who have had many a call and offer made I ; 
you at the third, lixth, and ninth hour, and have it 
relilted and refufed them: you will not have it t 
to fay at the eleventh hour, as thefe had, “ No i 
man hath hired us.” 

idly^ Thefe men, though they came in hut 1 
at he eleventh hour, and not being fooner hir- jr 
ed, yet they were labourers in the vineyard, ,1 
and wrought one hour therein faithfully, in i 
obedience to their Lord’s command; and fo : I 
brought forth fome fruits meet for repentance, 
and were accepted. But this is «o encourage- 
ment to any to expert to be brought in at the > 
twelfth hour, when there is no time to work, 
nor bring forth any fruits totellify the fincei ity 
of their repentance; we have no premife of ac- 
ceptance made to 1'uch. 

Objett. 111. u The penitent thief on the crofs 
fought mercy from Chrilt at the lalt hour, and j 
got it ” 

Anfw. That is a fingular inftance, and gives j 
no encouragement to delaying finners. the 
feriptures contain a hiltory of more than four 
thoufand years, and yet during all the time we 
have but one example of a man that truly and 
fincerely repented when he came to die. And 
in this man’s cale there was fuch an extaordi- 
nary conjundtion of cirumllances, as never hap- 



M A N’s COMPANION. 32* 
J pened before, and can never fall out again to 
the end of the world. This man had the hap- 

i pincls to die dole by the newly pierced and 
.. bleeding wounds of a crucified Jefus, when he 

was lifted up from the earth in the height of his 
i love, drawing linners to falvation; which was a 

jundhire that can never have a parallel. Again, 
the man never had any offer of Chrift, nor day 
of grace before now; he furrendered himfelf 

. upon the very firft call: and his faith in Chrifl: 
at this time was truly lingular and miraculous. 
He was defigned by Heaven to be made a rare 
monument of the power of Chrift’s grace, and 
a Ipecial trophy of his victory over the devils 
and wicked men, at a time when they feemed to 
triumph over him, as one crucified through 
weaknefs. 

j From all which we may fee, that this example 
iwas extraordinary, and affords no ground for 
the prelbmption of delaying Tinners. You 
may as well caft yourfelves into the fea, in hopes 
of prefervation by a whale, from the example 
of Jonah, as defer repentance now, in hopes of 
repenting on a death-bed, from the example of 
the thief on the crofs. Befides, your way of 

' finning differs vaflly from his. He was not 
guilty of prefumption, as you are ; he did not 
flight Chrift’s calls and offers in the day of his 
health, and delay his repenting and clofing with 
Chrift, in hopes of an opportunity for them at 
the hour of death, as you do. Do you know 

! what God determines concerning preliimptuous 
I finning? You may lee it, Numb. xv. *8, go, 31. 
f 4‘ And the prieils fliail make an atonement 
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for the foul that finnetli ignorantly, &c. But 
the foul that doth ought prefumptuoufly, (whe- 
ther he be born in the land, or a ftranger), the j 
fame reproacheth the Lord: and that foul lhall l 
be cut off from among his people ; bccaufe he -il 
hath defpifed the word of the Lord.” O pre- I 
fumptuous delaying (inner, let this word of the | 
Lord awaken you to a fpeedy and pn feht refo- 
lution to obey his voice. “Return ye now every 
one from his evil way, and make your ways and ! 
your doings good,” J w. xviii. 11. Now is the ! 
accepted time: if ye will hear his voice, it mud 
be to-day. Lord, fave us from hardening our ; 
hearts. Amen. 

FINIS, 



SOME 

DYING WORDS 
Of the late Reverend 

Mr JOHN WILLISON 
TO HIS 

WIFE and CHILDREN, 
Found among his Papers after his Death, 

dated the loth of November 174.9. 

To my Wife. 
My dear, 

A/FY diflrefs calls me to think of parting with 
^ you; the will of the Lord be done. I thank 
you for your tender care of me; may the Lord 
blcfs and reward you for it, and fan&ify your 
own tcndernefs, and fupport you under it. As 
you have (tudied to live a life of faith and 
prayer all your days, fo 1 hope and believe you 
will continue to the efid. In all your difficulties 
and fears encourage yourfelf in the Lord your 
God. Commit your ways to him; truft him that 
is faithful and true. I refign you, my dear, to 
the Husband of hufbands, our deareft Lord 
Jdus Lhrift. 



324 APPENDIX 
To my Child r en. 

TT^EAR children, your earthly father muft 
leave you ; your heavenly Father is immor- 

tal. O! cleave faft to him. Trifle not about 
- your fouls concerns in time of health; mind 

thefe things as the one thing needful; this you 
will not repent of when you come within a 
near view of death, and endlefs eternity. O 
Sirs! prefs for clear views of your intercfl: in 
Chrift, the only Surety and Saviour of finners. 
Among other evidences of it, live by faith on 
him, and ftudy holinefs in heart and life. Dear ] 
Sirs, think how you will be able toftand before 
Chrift your Judge at the laft day, unlefs you j 
have Chrift’s image on you, and be made new 
creatures. Lord make you all fuch, and blefs ii 
you with his beft blefliog ! My blelflng be upon 1 
you all.—-What means God gave me, 1 have )j 
bellowed them on you, or left them to you. j 
Be kind and careful of your mother while you j 
have her. Aad let none of you forget, that I 
though I go before you to the dull, you muft all 1 
quickly follow me. O! that we may ail meet | 
together at the right hand of our blefled Re- fj 
deemer, to fee his face, and ling his praile. 
The time is near, be ye therefore alio ready. 

Now, my dear wife and children, reme mber 
what is above as the words of your affettonate 
hulband and loving father, who being dead, yet 
hereby fpeaketh to you for your eternal good 
and happinefs; may they fink into your heart! j 
Soprayeth, 1 

John Willis on. 1 






