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TO THE READER. 

rT~HE fubjeft of this Book, however melancholy it 
JL may appear to fome, yet it is neceflary unto all; 

feeing the word of God, and our own experience do affure 
us, that “ man who is born of a woman, is of few days, 
and full of trouble ,” and that he is born to trouble, 
as the fparks fly upward.” Nay, God’s dearetl children 
are not exempted from this common fate. We fee what 
is thechara&er God giveth his church, Ifa. liv. i i. “O 
thou affli&ed, and tolfed with temped:, and not com- 
forted!” 

If in this world then we mud look for tribulation, it 
is highly neceflary for every man to feek direction how 
to provide for it, and behave undeoit, fo as he may glo- 
rify God, edify others, and attain to eternal happinefs 
at lail. The tribulations we have to look for here are 
manifold; but among thofe that are outward, I know' 
none about which men ought to be more thoughtful and 
concerned, than bodily ficknefs, that ufual harbinger of 
death, and which ufherstheway to judgment. 

This is a fubjecd not much handled in public fermons, 
which are delivered only to them that are in health, the 
fick being incapable to attend them. Wherefore it feems 
the more neceffary to handle it in writing, that fo theaf- 
flifted may have a book in their houfes, and at their 
bed fides, as a monitor to preach to them in private, 
when they are reflrained from hearing fermons in public. 

And though fometimes minifler’s fermons may be ve- 
ry fui’able to the cafe of the fick and affli&ed? yet alas 1 
the mod part are carelefs and forgetful hearers of thefe 
things while they- are in health and profperity, are reck- 
oning the evil day at fome didance from them. A book 
then, fuch as the following dire&ory, being with then, 
in time of ficknefs and affiidHon, may by the divine blef- 
fmg, be ufeful to bring to their remembrance the coun- 
fels and admonitions which they very mueh negle&ed in 
the time of their health. 

Again, miniders of the gofpel though never fo much 
inclined to attend the fick, yet by reafon of difability 
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and multiplicity pf other work, cannot be always wit It 
them, to diredi, refolve, and comfort them. But fuch 

book as this they may hare ftill at hand to confult with. 
And in regard the afflifted, for the moft part, are out | 

of cafe to read for themfelves, it would be a moft charit- 
able work for friends or neighbours that attend them, to 
lay hold on proper feafons for reading fuch a book as this 
in their hearing, and efpecially f\eh chapters or diredl- j 
ions as they judge moft fuitable for them. That you i 
might be helped jn“ fome meafure to exoner your con- ; 
fciences, and do your laft offices of kindnefs to your lick 
and dying friends, when you can ferve them no longer in 
this world. 

I might hare brought in and handled fome controver- 
fies (had I been fond, oft help) in the enfuing treatife* 
about the admiuiftration of the Lord’s fupper tothefick, 
and about extreme ur.clidn, which feme alfo begin to 
plead for, and thence have! taken occafton to touch at 
fome other new ufages, fuch as the middle ftate, pray- 
ers for the dead, and other pnpifh errors, that fome 
(called Prcteftants) would have revived and introduced 
among us. But I have induftrioufiy fhunned what is I 
controverfial, and kept clofe to what is pra&ical, and 
owned by all true Chriftians. 

For preventing the growth of thefe, and other er- 
rors, (from which this nation hath been much longer free j 
than others,) I wifn all ranks among us would clofely | 
obferve tbe facred rule of faith, God’s word, and re- 
member the folema and national engagements we of this [I 
land are under, to maintain the pure truths af God there- | 
in contained, in oppoiition to all forts of error, whether 1 

Popiih, Palagian, Arian, Antinomian, &c. And may | 
we ever abhor the doftrine that would teach us to break ! 
the fe-bands afunder. 

Pla^e we not ground, this day, to fufpeft. that Satan 
is carrying on a deep and fubtle plot for (baking our co- 
venanted Reformation, and weakening a Proteftant inter- 
eft ? when, upon the other hand, fome are beginning o- 
penly to advance and propagate the old abjured Popifti 
doctrines, which our reformers did throw out, and with 
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Kies and hammers would go at once .to cut down all our 
carved work : and at the fame time, on the other hand, 
fome would be at the breaking down the excellent fence, 
of our reformation, u/z. our covenants, canfeflions, the 
magiftrates power, &c. For this end, papers are fpread 
and pofitions advanced, impugning the warrantablenefs 
of our national covenants and confeilions, and the obliga- 
tion thereof; reflecting alfo upon our worthy reformera 
and anceftors, as unenlightened, who framed and took 
them, or died adhearing thereunto ; and alfo denying 
the magiftrate’s power circa'facra, (for the fupport of 
truth, and fupprefiing of herefies,) acknowledged by the 
word of God, and our confefiion of faith ; and all this, 
forfooth, to make way for a toleration of all errors and 
fefts among us : though they eartnot but kuow, that tole- 
rating of falfc religions is erprefsly ranked among the fins 
forbidden in the fecond commandment, according to the 
expofition of our larger Catechifm ; and is alfocondemn- 
ned by the xxiiid chapter of our confeffion : in both 
which we may fee the clear feripture texts, cited by the 
affembly, for refuting and condemning any fuch tolera- 
tion. Ah ! what joy may all thiscaufe at Rome, there- 
fore tell it not in Gath. &c. 

As the Lord did fignally countenance our reformers- 
practice, in entering into folemn and national covenants 
with God, and among themfelves, for religion and refor- 
mation by the ponrirg out of his fpirit from on high, 
for bringing in of many fouls to himfelf, and for over- 
turning idolatry and fuperftition, and advancing reforma- 
tion to a great pitch, in fpite of all the enemies and diffi- 
culties that were in the way ; fo their practice of nation- 
al covenanting, even under the New Teftament difpenfa- 
tion, is fufficiently warranted both by the light of na- 
ture and the word of God, and that in both Teftamen'ts. 
And this will appear, if we confider the fcripture-prece- 
dents, together with the pramifes and prophecies of the 
Old Teftament relating to gofpel times, and compare 
them with the New; and efpecially thofe which foretel 
the unchurching of the Jewiffi nation, and the ingrafting 
ef the Gentile nations in their room ; and ^bat thereupon 
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the national church-ftate and privileges of the Jews, were 
to be transferred to Chriftian nations, and particularly 
this of being nationally in covenant with God. Which 
prophecies are to have titeir fpecial and full accomplifh- 
ment at Babylon’s downfall. For illuftrating thefe 
points, and applying the feripture-texts relative thereto, 
I might expatiate in feveral flieets of paper, if it were 
proper here. I (hall only at this time cite forae of the 
texts that may be well improven to the forefaid purpo- 
fes ; which the reader may turn to and conlider at his 
leifure, fuch as Ifa. xix. 18, 21, 23, 24, 25. Ifa. xlv. 
23. Jer. 1. 4, 5. The lx. Ixi. and Ixii. chapters of Ifa- 
tah throughout. Ifa. Iv. 3, 4, 5. Micah iv. 1, 2. Zech. 
viii. 21,22, 23. Rev, ii. 15. Rom. xi. 17, 19. Rom. x. 
12, 19. Matth. iii. 5, 6. A£ts viii. 6, 12. 2 Cor. viii. 5. 
Matth. xxi. 43. Rom. ix. 24, 2;, 26, compared with 
Hof. i. 9, 10, 11. Hof ii. 23. Likewife I might cite 
fevcral prophecies with refpedt to the ifiands, and utmoft 
ends of the earth, which were peopled by Japhet, that 
have a very peculiar and favourable afpedt to this cove- 
nanted land. 

Befides all which, it is evident from the firft and great 
command of the law, which is directed to Ifrael as a na- 
tion, and obligatory under the New Teftament as well 
as the Old, that it - is a moral duty univerfally and per- 
petually binding upon nations and focieties, as well as 
tingle perfons, to chufe, acknowledge and avouch the 
Lord to be their God to walk is his ways, and to keep 
hh ftatutes. This is required in the firft commandment, 
according to the expofition of our Larger Cateehifm,. 
and is there confirmed by thefe texts, that warrant and 
exemplify the practice of national covenanting, fuch as j 
Deut. xxvi. 16, 17. Jofh. xxiv. 22. In fuch a national j 
way did our fathers of old acknowledge and avouch the 
Lord to be their God, and devote themi'elvos and their 
pofterity to the Lord. And blefled be the Lord our j 
God, who did many ways declare himfelf to be well 
pleafed with the bargain, and efpecially by filling the 
temple with his glory. 

As the prophets and godly Jews were at great payii 
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to convey to pofterity hiftorical accounts of the wonder- 
ful deliverances God wrought for Ifrael at the Red-fea>. 
and in refeuing them from Egypt, Babylon, and other 
enemies ; fo it would be ufeful to fortify our reforma- 
tion, if we were careful to hand down to the rifmg gene- 
ration a fenfe of God’s diftinguilhing mercies to this 
land, in delivering us from fpiritual Babylon, and im 
refeuing us from time to time from thefe captains that 
have fought to lead us back thither. Many a time hath, 
he delivered us, when we have been brought very low. 

By many inftances it hath appeared, that the glorious 
Jehovah hath not been afhamed to own his covenant-re- 
lation to this finful and unworthy land; God forbid that 
we of this age Ihould be alhamed to own our covenant 
relation to him. This hath been both our glory and 
our fafety ; and I hope, there will ft ill be found a rem- 
nant to own it, and plead it with God in time of danger. 
Surely, it is not time now to difclaim it, when the ene- 
mies of our Zion are combining together, and feekiog to 
raze her to the foundation. Let all her lovers cry migh- 
tily to her covenanted Lord, in her behalf, in thefe Sha- 
king times: Let them join to put up that prayer of the % 
PfaTmilt, Pfal. Ixviii. 38. “ Strengthen, O God, that 
which thou haft wrought for us and that of Habak- 
kuk, Hab. iii. 2. “ O Lord, revijre tby work in the 
midft of the years.” May 27, 1727. 

N. B. The forefaid digrefllon in the preface to the 
firft edition, was occafioned by the broaching of fome 
Se<5iarian notions, which introduced great reelings and 
fhakiugs in this corner, and other parts of the church; 
fince which time, alas ! die hath enjoyed little peace 
within her walls, or pofterity within her palaces ; but in- 
ftead thereof, (he hath been tofled with tempefts and 
troubles of various kinds, wher*$>y the children of Zion 
have been brought and ftill lie Under great diftrefs and 
affliftion. 

The firft impreffion of this book being difpofed of, and 
a fecond called for, I have more readily confented to it, 
at this time of general calamity and diftrefs, feeing the 
book is intended as a directory to Chriftians under afflic- 
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tion, whatever fort it be. It cannot but be obvious to 
every ferious obferver, that the Lord’s judgments are in 
the earth at this day, and that the inhabitants of this 
land are generally vifited with calamities of divers kinds,, 
both fpiritual and temporal; which makes a Direftory 
how to manage and carry under them the more feafona- 
ble and neceffary. 

Ah ! the Lord’s hand is vifibly lifted up againft us at 
this day, and hath been for fome years pail, in fimtting 
up the church’s womb, blafting gofpel ordinances, and. 
withdrawing his Spirit from the affemblies of his people, 
and from our judicatories. The flood-gate is opened for 
error, infidelity, and loofenefs, to overfpread the land ; 
fo that the gofpel of Chrift, the holy fciiptures, and all 
revealed religion, are contemned and ridiculed by many. 
“ The angel of the Lord hath divided us both in church, 
and ftate, and hath mingled a perverfe fpirit within us 
yea, hath made fuch woeful breaches amongft godly mi- 
nilters and chriftians, who are aiming at the fame things, 
that no balm can be found for healing them. There is a. 
way opened for a carnal felf-feeking miniftry to get into 
the vineyard, when faithful labourers are thruft out, and 
godly preachers and iludents are difcouraged from en,- 
tering in. Not a few chriftian congregations, who lately 
were harmonious and united in partaking of gofpel ordi- 
nances, are now fo miferably rent and fcattered, through, 
mournful intrufions, and dividing courfes, that they can- 
not worfhip God together j and many of them are wan- 
dering like (beep having no fhepherd, expofed to beafls 
of prey, and liable to periih in a ftate of ignorance or ne- 
gligcnce- 

Likewife, the Lord’s hand is remarkably lifted up 
againft us, in the variety of temporal judgments and ca- 
lamities brought upon, -tif within a very ftiort time paft. 
Sometimes the Lord, if nds forth his ftormy winds with 
extraordinary violence, fo as to carry terror and deftruc- 
tion along with them, both by fea and land; and even 
threaten to bury us in the ruins of our houfes. Some- 
times he fends fuch long continued rains in time of har- 
veft, .as threatens to deftroy the whole crop before our 
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eyes. Sometimes fuch extraordinary ftorms of froft and 
fnow, as to bind up the waters and mills, that food can- 
not be prepared for us, and we are ready to famiih in 
midft; of plenty. Sometimes he fends fuch deftru&ive 
ftofmjs of lightening and thunder from heaven, and kin- 
dles fuch fires on earth, that whole cities, with their inha- 
bitants, are like to be confumed therewith. Upon our 
neighbouring conntries dreadful inundations have been 
lent of late, for deftroying the inhabitants with their cat- 
tle and effe&s. Again, God hath vifued us with long 
continued drought, cold, and unnatural ftorms in the 
fpring,and fometimes with froft in midft of fummer,which 
have brought on extraordinary fearcity and dearth of vic- 
tual ; fo that there are great diforders committed in the 
land by riots and tumults for want of food to fuftain 
them. In the mean time we are engaged in war wi’.h. 
cruel enemies, who feize our fhips, carry our countrymen 
captive, throw them into dungeons and noifome prifons, 
where they ufe them barbaroufly ; yea, much of their 
blood is fhed and many valuable lives are loft in our de- 
fence. And befides our other calamities, we fuffer great- 
ty through-decay of trade and merehandife, and penury 
of money ; in many places merchants, tradefmen and 
tificers want bufinefs ; there is no work nor hire for la- 
bourers, and for thofe who would ufe honeft induftry for 
bread, whether men or women ; fo that want “ is come 
upon us as one that travelleth, and poverty like an armed 
man and many arc reduced to extreme mifery, and 
ftarving circumftances for lack of bread. 

By all which proceedings it appears that God hath a 
peculiar controverfy' with Scotland, and threatens to pu- 
niih her remarkably for her heinous fins and provocations. 
The Lord’s hand hath been long lifted upagainft us, and 
now it is higher lifted up than ever ; and the higher it is 
lifted up, the blow is like to be feverer when given. He 
hath fent many' lefler ftrokes and judgments upon us, as 
forerunners and warnings of greater, which he hath ftill 
in referve for us, if we repent not ; for his magazine is 
far from being exhaufted. As there are many caufes for 
thefc calamities of ours, fo I think there is a principal 
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one mentioned, Matth. xxiv. 12. “ Iniquit)' doth abound* 
and the love of many is waxed cold.” Infidelity, immo- 
rality, and contempt of the gofpel, are come to a prodi- 
gious height ; our hearts are^>ecome cold and frozen to 
Chrift and his intereftv to his people and holy laws ; for 
which caufe God is provoked to fend fuch judicial cold 
and frofts upon our land, and the fruits of the earth, fo as 
to mar and diminifii our crops, and reduce both men and 
beads to the greateft drails.—And yet fo great is our 
impenitency and pervetfenefs, that we vdll not fee the 
Lord’s hand, nor be reformed by all thefe judgments. 

It might be well expe&ed when the Lord’s judgments 
are so vifibly in the earth, that not only his people by 
profeffion, but even the inhabitants of the world would 
learn righteoufr.efs, according to Ifa. xxvi. 9. But alas ! 

, fo perverfe are wc in walking contrary to God, that nei- 
ther the inhabitants of the world, nor thofe who profefs 
to be feparated from the world, will alter their courfe nor 
learn righteoufnefs ; nay, indead of that, many are learn- 
ing dill more wickednefs. “ Shall 1 not vifit for thefe 

^ things ? faith the Lord ; and ihall not my foul be aven- 
ged on fuch a nation as this ?” Alas ! hath he not been 

# provoked to fay concerning us, as he did concerning his 
ancient people, Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. “ If ye will not be 
reformed by thefe things, but will walk contrary unto 

. me, then will I alfo walk contrary unto you, and will 
bring feven times more plagues upon you, according to 

* your fins.” And likwjfc to fay unto us, as unto them, 
“ When ye fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you ; and when ye fad and make many pray- 
ers, I will not hear ; but I will confume you with the 
fword, with the famine, and with the pedilence,” as in 
Ifa. i. 15. Jer. xiv. la. 

The iword, famine, and peftilence, are God’s three 
mortal arrows, which he commonly threatens to dioot a- 
gainft impenitent and incorrigible offenders. Two of 
thefe are already fhot againd us: the fword is drawn, and 
much of our countrymen’s blood is already died ; and 
what further dreams of it may flow before it be put up 
in its flieatb, God only knows. The evil arrow of fa- 
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mine (as God calls it, Ezek. v. 16.) is let fly againfl: us 
at the fame time, and famine is the arrow which is the 
forefl of the three. When it was put to David’s choice 
which of the three he would be the butt of, he would not 
choofe famine-. The. prophet Joel doth bewail and de- 
precate this judgment in the mofl: pathetic manner, and 
calls the whole land, to fading and prayer, for removing 
it, Joel i. 10, 14. And we fee, when God is moft an- 
gry, and threatens to fpend his arrows upon a guilty 
people, he begins with the arrow of famine, as the foreft, 
as in Deut. xxxii. 23, 24. “ I will fpend mine arrows 
upon them ; they lhall be burnt with hunger.” And 
we fee what the Spirit of God faith of thofe who die by 
this arrow, Lam. iv. 9. “ They that* be flain with the 
fword are better than they that be flain with hunger ; 
for thefe pine away, ftricken through for want of the 
fruits of the field and therefore their death is moft 
lingering and miferable. Likewife famine ufeth to bring 
on the moft noifome and mortal difeafes, and frequently 
the peftilcnce doth follow upon the back of famine. Is 
it not high time then, for our land to take the alarm, 
when God begins to flioot his evil arrows ? When the 
lion roars it becomes us to fear, yea to humble ourfelves 
in the dull, and mourn for our iniquities, which kindla 
the fire of his wrath. 

Let us fearch and try our ways, and turn again t® tire 
Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted : and parti- 
cularly, let us mourn for and turn from thefe fins which 
the word of God points out as bringing on famine: fuch 
as, 1. Afcribing our earthly comforts and bleffings to 
•ther things than God, the true author. This fin we 
find threatened with fcarcity and famine, Jcr. xliv. 17, 
26, 27. Hof. ii. 5, 9. 2. Perverting of plenty to lux- 
ury and prodigality, fenfuality and excefs, revellings and 
dancings, balls and affemblics. We fee how thefe are 
threatened,Tfa. v. ti, 12,13. Amos vi. 4, 6,7. .3. Re- 
je&ing the bread of life, and defpifing the food of our 
fouls. God ufeth to punifli men for this fin, by depri- 
ving them of bread for their bodies, Jer. xi. 21, 22.— 
4. Men’* minding their own things more than the things 
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of God; ami negle&ing to build his houfe, and put re- 
fpcd upon his ordinances. “ Upon fuch accounts God 
brings on fctrcity and famine. Hag. i. 9, 10, 11. 5. Co- 
venant-breaking and dealing cruelly with the poor, or 
-with ftrangets that live among us^ it is for thefe fins 
that God fent the three years famine upon the land of 
Ifrael, 2 Sam. xxi. ^.bi.. 

Moreover, let us look upon all thefe temporal ftorms 
ann calamities which are com£, or coming upon the land, 
as warnings to prepare for a more awful ftorm that we 
muft all meet with, namely, the ftorm cf death and judg- 
ment ; let us Hand habitually prepared for that ftorm, 
and then other ftorms w-ill not fo much affeft us. If it 
be aiked, What we fliall do to be fafe in the time of that 
trying ftorm? the anfwer is, Let us fee that we be a- 
mong the broken in heart, or fincere penitents, who are 
heartily grieved for all known fins; that w-e be true be- 
lievers in Chrift, who truft in nothing but his righteouf- 
nefs and merits for juftification and falvation , that we be 
born again and made new creatures by a faving change 
both in heart and life ; that it be our great bufinefs to 
clear up our evidences of peace with God through Chrift, 
and cur title to the manlions which he hath purchafed 
by his blood. O that God’s judgments when they are 
in the earth, were means to awaken us to flee from the 
wrath to come, to Chrift our refuge ! When the floods 
of great waters are fwelling up to the brim, our only 
fafety is to fecure a hiding-place in Chrift’s wounds. 

Let us follow the example of Noah, who when he faw 
the flood coming, took warning, and prepared an ark for 
faving himfelf and his houfhould, Heb xi. 7. Let us 
even imitate the Egyptians that feared the Lord ; they, 
when warned of the dreadful ftorm of hail that wras com- 
ing on the land, made their fervants and cattle to flee into 
the houfes, Exod. ix. 20- God hath in mercy provided 
chambers for his people to hide themfelves in, when 
ftorms are coming, even the chambers of his attributes 
and promifes, and the chambers of Chrift’s wounds and 
interceflion ; in thefe only can we find fafety: let at 
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then enter into them by faith, when he invites us, Ifa. 
xxvi.20,21. 

Seeing, in thefe evil days, we have fo many harbingers 
and forerunners of death before our eyes, it will be high- 
ly our wifdom to keep ourfelves ftill in a waiting poiture, 
always ready and willing to die. What is there in this 
weary land to tempt us to defire to abide in it ? Is it not 
a land overwhelmed with fin and farrow ? O believers, 
are you toffed with tempefts here i Seek the wings of a 
dove, that you may flee away, and be at reft. Be habi- 
tually defiring to depart, that you may be with Chrift. 
Surely for you to die is gain, yea, infinite gain 1 What 
are the imaginary pleafures of this world to the real hap- 
pinefs of the next ? Though the ftruggles of death be 
grievous to nature, yet the gain of dying (hould reconcile 
you to it. You do not flick at the trouble of putting 
off your clothes at night, to gain a little reft to your bo- 
dies ; and why fhould you ftick at unclothing yourfelves 
of the garment of flefli at God’s call, to gain everlafting 
reft to your fouls, and the fruition of Chrift’s glorious 
prefence forever? Let the thoughts of this gain put you 
upon ufing all means to get your hearts weaned from the 
love of the world, and its comforts. Keep the mantle 
of earthly enjoyments hanging loofe about you, efpecial- 
ly in thefe calamitous times, that fo it may be eafily dropt 
when death comes to carry you to the eternal world. 
O-for more of the lively faith of that world, and of him 
that is the Lord and purchafer of it I But feeing this 
fubjeft is more largely infifted on in the book itfelf, I 
/hall add no more here upon it. Only I /hall fubjoin a 
colleftion of fome fweet and comfortable texts of ferip. 
ture, very proper for dying believers to meditate and feed 
on by faith, to grip to and plead with God, and fuck con- 
folation from, when they have a near profpedl of going 
through the dark valley, and entering into the unknown 
regions of eternity. God’s word will then be our hope. 

B 



Comfortable Texts for Dying Believers. COME unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy la- 
den, and I will give you reft, Matth. xi. 28.— 

Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife caft out, John 

In my father’s houfe are many manfions; if it were not 
fo, I would have told you : I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you to myfclf, that where I am, 
there ye may be alfo, John xiv. 2, 3. 

Becaufe I live ye fhall lire alfo, John xir. ip. 
Chrift faith, “ Surely I come quickly.” anfw. “ A- 

men. Even fo, come Lord Jefus.” Rev. xxii. 20. 
There remaineth a reft to the people of God. Heb. 

I have waited for thy falvation, O Lord, Gen. xlix. 

Lord now letteft thou thy fervrnt depart in peace. 
For mine eyes have feen thy falvation, Luke ii. 29, 30. 

He is the rock, and his work is perfect, Deut. xxxii. 4. 
The Lord will perfeft that which concerneth me, 

Pfal. cxxxviii. 8. 
Being confident—that he which hath begun a good 

work in you, will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift, 
Philip, i. 6. 

I know that my redeemer liveth,and that he fhall ftand 
at the latter day upon the earth. And though after my 
fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet in fny ilefh (hall I fee 
God ; whom I fhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall 
behold, and not another; though my reins be confumed 
within me, Job, xix. 25, 26, 27. 

Although my houfe be not fo with God ; yet he hath 
made with me an everlafting covenant, ordered in all 
things and fure ; for this is all my falvation, and all my 
defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the fhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me, Pfal. 

Into thine hand I commit my fpirit: thou haft re 
deemed me, O Lord God of truth, Pfal. xxxi. 5* 
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For tin* God is our God for ever and ever ; he will be 
®ur guide even unto death, Pfal. xlviii. 14. 

Thou (halt guide me with thy counfel, and afterwards 
receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon e r th that I defire befides thee, 
My flefh and my heart faileth : but God is the ftrength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever, Pfal. Ixxiii. 24, 
25,26. 

The facrifices of God are a broken fpirit: a broken 
and a pontritc heart, O God, thou wilt not defpife, Pfal. 
li. 17. 

O that I had wings Hks a dove ! for then would I fly 
away and be at reft. I would haften my efcape from the 
windy ftorm and temped, Pfal Iv. 6, 8. 

Though ye have lien among the pots, yet (hall ye be 
as the wings of a dove covered with filver, and her fea- 
thers with yellow gold, Pfal. Ixviii. 13. 

The blood of Jefus Chrift his fon cleanfeth us from 
all fin, 1 John i. 7. 

Having boldnefs to enter into the holied by the blood 
®f Jefus, Heb. x. tg. 

He hath faid I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. 
Jefus Chrift, the fame yederday, to-day and forever.— 
Heb. xiii. 5, 8. 

He retaineth not his anger forever, becaufe he delight- 
eth in 'mercy, Micah vii. 18. 

Though he flay me, yet will I truft in him, Job xiii 15. 
In his name (hall the Gentiles truft, Matth. xii. 21. 
Blefied are all they that put their truft in him, Pfal. 

ii. 1 2. 
He knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are 

dud, Pfal. ciii. id. 
I lothe it, I would not live alway, Job vii. 16. 
We know that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle 

were diflolved, we have a building of God an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. We are wil- 
ling rather to be abfent from the body, and prefent with 
the Lord, 2 Cor, v. 1. 8. 

For me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. Having 
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a defire to depart, and to be with Chrift ; which is far 
better, Philip, i. 2 I 2 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee, 
Pfalm xxxix. 7. 

My beloved is mine, and T. am his. His left hand is 
under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. A- 
wake, O north wind, and come thou fouth,blovv upon my 
garden, that the fpices thereof may flow out : let my 
beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleafant fruits. 
Until the day break, ami (hadows flee away. Make hade 
my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or a young hart on 
the mountains of fpkes, Cant. ii. 6, 16, 17, and iv. 16. 
and viii. 14. 

O death, where is thy fling ? O grave, where is thy 
■viftory ? But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jefus Chrifl, 1 Cor. xv. 57, 77. 

The time of my departure is at hand, I have fought a 
good fight, I have finiflied my courfe, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge (hall 
give me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all 
them alfo that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 

The day of death is better than tire day of one’s birth, 
Ecclef. vii. r. 

And God fit all wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there fhali he no more death, neither forrow, nor crying, 
neither fhall there be any more pain; for the former 
things are paffed away, Rev. xxi. 4. 

This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Chriil Jefus came into the world to fave finners, 
of whom I a n chief, 1 Tim. i. 17. 

God fo loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhould not pe- 
ri fl), but have everlafting life, John iii. J 6. 

For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no 
fiii ; that we might be the rightecufnefs of God in him, 
2 Cor. v. 2 t. 

Thanks be unto God for his unfpeakable gift, 2 Cor. 
ix. 17. 

Blefied be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath vifited 
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amf redeemed his people, and hath raifed up an horn of 
falvation for us in the houfe of his fervant David, Luke 
i. 68, 69. 

Them which deep in Jefus, will God bring with him. 
! Then fhall we be caught up together with him in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air i and fo fhall we ever 
be with the Lord, i Theff. iv. 14, 17. 

j Unt@ him that loved us and wafhed us from eur fins, 
in his own blood, &c. Worthy is the Lamb that was 

1 llain, to receive power and glory, Rev.i, 5. and 5. 12. 

We know that we have palled from death unto life, 
becaufe we love the brethren, 1 John, iii. 14. 

I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, 
nor things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, (hall be able to feparate us from the love 
of God which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord, Romans viii. 
38» 39- 

I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
againft that day, 2 Tim. i. 12. 

I count all things but lofs and dung, that I may win 
Ghrift, and be found in him,not having. uiine own righte- 
oufnefs, &c. Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

Chrill Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, 
and righteoufnefs, and fan&ification, and redemption, 1 
Gor. i. 30. 

We rejoice in Chrift. Jefus, and have no confidence in 
the flefh, Phil. iii. 3. 

Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints in 
Eght, Col. i. 12. 

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye lhali 
fee him. Amen. Even fo, come Lord Jefus, Rev. ,i„ 
7. and xxii. 20. 

Dundee, 5th June, 1741, 



Some of the At.lhvr's Dying I jaculations, as they were 

written by himfelf a few days before he died, and 

left with his Bible lying on his pillow, the-—day of 
May, 1750. OL.ET me fleep in Jefus ! 

I would not live always in this evil world, that 
has little in it tempting, and feems itill to grow worfe, 
and where the torrent of fin and back Aiding feems to 
grow ftrongcr. 

I would defire to depart, and to be with Chrift, which 
is far better than to be here. I am willing rather to be 
abfent from the body, and prefent with the Lord. Whom 
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon eartlt 
I defire befides thee : for though my heart, ftrength, 
and flefh fail; yet the Lord will be the ftrength of my 
heart, and my portion forever. 

Now, Lord, what wait I for ? my hope is in thee ; I 
have waited for thy falvation, O Lord. 

O for Simeon’s frame, to be faying, “ Lord now let- 
teft thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
feen thy falvation.” 

When Chrift fays, M Surely I come quicklymay my 
foul anfwer, “ Even fo, come Lord Jefus.” 

I am living on the righteoufnefs of Chrift, yea, dying 
in the Lord. Even fo, come. I am detained here up* 
on the fhore, waiting for a fair wind to carry me over this 
Jordon. I have waited, and will wait for thy falvation, 
O Lord. The Lord is a Rock, and his work is perfect: 
Lord perfect what concerneth me. 

O that I could fay with Paul, “ The time of my de- 
parture is at hand. I have kept the faith, I have fought 
the good fight, I have run my race, I have finifhed my 
eourfe ; henceforth is laid up for me a crown of righte- 
oufnefsj which the righteous Lord will give me at his 
coming.” 

lam vile and polluted, O how fhall I be cleanfed ! — 
But that is a comfortable promife, “ The blood of Jefus 
Chrift his Son cleanleth us from all fin.” And fo is that,. 

Though ye have lain among the pots, ye ftiall be as 
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doves, wliofe wings are covered with filver, and their fea- 
thers with yellow gold.” 

I refolve to obey, to fubmit to the Lord’s will, to die 
like Mofes and Aaron, the one at Mount Hor, the other 
at Mount Abarim. They went up, and died there at the 
command of the Lord. 

O that when my flelh and flrrength fail, God may be 
the ftrength of my heart and my portion forever ! When 
now the keepers of the houfe do ttemble, O that God 
may be the keeper ! when the grinders ceafe, becaufc 
they are few, O that God would feed my foul with man- 
na, that will need none of thefe implements ! when the 
daughters of mufic are brought low, O to be fitted for 
the heavenly, mafic 1 when the lookers out at the win- 
dows are darkened, O that my foul may be enlightened 
to fee Jefus my Redeemer. 

Lord, help the unbelief and infidelity of my heart;, 
and help to more of the faith of a rifen Jefus, and afeend- 
ded Redeemer. O let me believe and feel the fweetnefo 
of that word of Chrift, “■ I alcend to my Father and 
your Father, and to my Godand your God.” 

O how (hall fuch an unholy creature as I prefume into 
fuch a pure and holy place ! But the apoftle has taught 
us, we may have boldnefs to enter into the holieft of all 
by the blood of Jefus* 

O that when the time of my laft combat comes with 
my laft enemy death, \ may be helped above all to take 
the (hield of faith, whereby I may be relieved from the 
filing of death,«nd may quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. 

O that I may be helped to adore the fovereignty of 
God, kifs his rod, and humbly fubmit to it. Save me 
from both extremes ; let me never defpife the chaftening 
of the Lord, nor faint when I am rebuked of him. 

Now the prince of darknefs will ftudy to raife tempefts 
of temptation, to ftiipwreck the poor weather-beaten 
veffel of my foul, when it would enter into the harbour 
of reft above; may Chrift come to be pilot, fleer the 
helm, and it fhall be fafe. 

O for more faith 1 may my faith ripen to a full affix. 
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ranee, that I may go off the ftage rejoicing, and that an 
abundant entrance may be miniftered to me into the king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

O for more faith, that I may die like Simeon, when 
he had Chrift in his arms, faying, “ Now let thy fer- 
vant depart in peace, mine eyes have feen thy falvation.” 

Lord, one fmile of thy countenance would banifti a- 
way all my doubts and fears, and make me fing in pains. 

Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for us ? why 
fhould I be fo ILthful to follow his fteps, when he is fay- 
ing come up hither; come up, dwell here; come up, 
reign here; come up, fing here. 

O' Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling. O fave me trom the 
horrible pit, draw me from out of the miry clay, fet my 
feet upon a rock, and eftablilh my g*ings, and put a new 
long in my mouth. 

O give grace to ftrive by faith and prayer tO'enter in 
at the ftrait gate. Lord, thou haft bid me knock, and 
it (hall be opened ; a(k, and ye (hall receive : feek, and 
ye (hall find. Lord, I knock, open unto me ; Lord, I 
would be in, I muft be in ; let me but in over the thref- 
hold ; let me in within fight of my Redeemer’s facse, 
within fight of the fmiles of his countenance ; let me 
within hearing of the fongs of the Redeemed ; let me 
get to the outfide of that praifing company; I will be 
well enough if I get in. 

Lord in I muft be, out I cannot ftay ; O (hut me not 
out with fwearers, fabbath-breakers, and profane perfons. 
Lord, I never chufed their company while in this 
world; Lord, do not gather my foul with finners here- 
after. 

The redeemed are gathering, and the wicked are ga- 
thering, Lord, gather me with thy flock ; they are fall a 
gathering the church’s head is gone ; he has left the 
earth, and entered into his glory ; my brethren and 
friends, many of them have arrived where he is ;• I am 
yet behind. O how great is the differsnee betwixt my 
ftate and theirs. I am groaning out my complaint, they 
are fingjngGod’s praife: I am in darknefs, and cannot fee 
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thy face, but they behold thee face to face. O (hould I 
be fatisfied to ftay behind, when my friends are gone f 
Shall I wander here in a hungry defart, when they are 
triumphing above, and dividing the fpoil ? O help me 
to look after them with a ftedfaft eye, and cry, O Lord, 
how long.? 

O heavenly Father, draw me after Jefus, for none can 
come to him without thy aid. O Father, draw me up 
there where he is, and I will mount up as on eagle’s 
wings. O draw me; and when thoufeemeft: to fly from 
me, Lord, enable me to follow hard after thee. 

O thou who remembereft the dying thief, when on the 
way to thy kingdom, O remember me when now feated 
in thy kingdom, and fay to my foul, when I am dying, 
“ This day fhalt thou be with me in paradife.” 

Lord, I am called to the work 1 never did, O give me 
the ftrength I never had. O ftrengthen me like Sampfon 
for this once, when at death, to pull down the ftrong holds 
of fin within me. Lord, wafh away my fins in the blood 
of Chrilt, and then my foul fliall not link in the ocean of 
thy wrath. 

O what is my life but a vapour ! a fand glafs of fixty 
or feventy years! O how fad d#es it rundown! how 
foon runs it out ! Vain, vain is the love of life ! O give 
me grace to overcome the love of life, and the fear of 
death. O for more patience, and lefs fretting. If the 
damned had hope of being faved from hell after a thou- 
fand years of my pain, how willingly would they endure 
it ? Bleffed be God, my pains are not hell, their date is 
not mine. 

Lord, draw near to me, and fave me ; my body is full 
of trouble, and my life draws near to the grave. But 
Lord, thy loving kindnefs is better than life : O make 
thy loving kindnefs fare to me, and I will willingly part 
with this dying life. 

Oh that I could make all the world fee the beauty of 
my precious and adorable Saviour. 

Nothing but an intered in Chrid can give peace in 
life, or comfort in death. He is the chief among ten 
thoufand and altogether lovely. My body is in part’ 
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dead, but I know I cannot die eternally while Jefus live*. 
I mult go down to the grave ; but what is the grave ; it 
is but a refining pot fince my Saviour lay in it, it is but 
a bed of rofes. “ He is the rofe of Sharon, and lilly of 
the valley.” 

It was his free grace that drew me, and made me wil- 
ling in the day of his power ; no defire, no merit in me, 
it was all free and undefcrving. 

O let the chaftifement of my body be the medicine of 
my foul, to cure me of fin, and bring me to fincere repen- 
tance for it: for Chrift was wounded for our tranfgreffi- 
ons, he was bruifed for our iniquities ; the chaftifement 
of our peace was upon him. 

Lord, remember the chaftifement of Chrift for fin, and 
let my pains be the chaftifement of a father, and not the 
wounds of an enemy. Let Chrift’s fufferings mitigate 
mine. 

I rejoice in the profpeA of that glorious inheritance 
referved fafe. I could not comfortably enter eternity 
any other way but in and through this God-man media- 
tor j if he was not God as well as man, I could not be 
fupported, but he is God. 

Oh, this precious Saviour, he is my all in all; he is my 
all fufficient good, my portion, and my choice ; in him 
my vail defires are fulfilled, and all my powers rejoice i 

I am travelling through a wildernefs to a city of habita- 
tion, whofe builder and maker is God. 

Oh, delightful thought! that I who was going on in 
fin, (hould be plucked as a brand out of the burning Oh, 
how will they lie on a death bed who have nothing but 
their own works to fly to ! with only this to depend on, 
I fhould be the moft miferable of all creatures ; but the 
long white robe of my Redeemer’s righteoufnels is all 
my defire. They are truly bleffed, they alone are happy 
who are enabled to exult in the garment of celeftial glo- 
ry, which never waxeth old, in the illuftrious robes ef a 
Saviour’s confummate righteoufnefs, which are incorrup- 
tible and immortal. This is a robe which hides every fin 
of thought, word, or deed, that 1 committed. Oh how 
unfpeakubly happy are they, who arc juftified by this all- 
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perfeft rightcoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and who 
therein can conftantly triumph and glory ! 

Lord, I live upon Chrift, I live upon his righteoufnefs, 
I live upon his blood and merits ; yea I die alfo leaning 
wholly upon this bottom. It is not pail experiences or 
manifeftations I depend upon : it is Chrift a prefent all- 
fufficient Saviour, and perfefl righteoufnefs in him, I 
look to. All my attainments are but lofs and dung be- 
fides him. 

When I find myfelf polluted, I go to this fountain for 
cleanfing. Lord, give me delight in approaching to 
thee ; delight to be at a throne of grace. O that I could 
make my bed there, lie and die there. 

The kingdom of heaven fuffers violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force. O for ftrcngth to offer a holy 
violence by faith and prayer. 

41 Thus the Author died as he lived, teftifying the power 
of religion upon himfelf; and that at a time when 
men have moft need of its comforts. The foregoing 
words are tranfcribed from his own manufcript, now 
lying in the hands of Mr. Bell, minifter at Aberbro- 
thock.” 

WILLIAM BELL. 



AFFLICTED MAN’S COMPANION, 

THE INTRODUCTION. MAN, when he firft dropt from his Maker’s hands, 
was a holy and innocent creature, pure from iin, 

and confequently free from ficknefsand trouble, enjoying 
uninterrupted health and profperity both in body and 
foul. But no fooner was he tainted with fin, but he be- 
came liable to all forts of miferies, temporal, fpiritual, and 
eternal: his foul being the rcfidence of fins and lulls, his 
body turned the receptacle of licknefs and difeafes. And 
feeing God’s own children have the relicks of fin and 
corruption in them, while in this world, they are not to 
expedl exemption from fuch afih&ions ; and the infinite- 
ly wife God fees meet to make ufe of bodily diftempers 
to corfedl the corruptions, and try the graces of his peo- 
ple, and to promote both" their fpiritual and eternal ad- 
vantage. Hence it is laid of Lazarus, John xi. 3, 
“ Behold, he whom thou loveft, is lick.” He was be- 
loved, and yet fick. It is no rare thing for the deareft 
of God’s faints to be put to chatter like cranes, and 
mourn like doves, by reafon of fore ficknefs ; as I lezeki- 
ah did, Ifa. xxxviii. 14. Sandlified and healthy fouls 
may be matched with weak and fickly bodies, as was Ga- 
ms 3 John 2. Notwithftanding the cafe is fometimes 
moll trying and exercifing to the bell of God’s people ; 
and they are never more ready to queftion God’s love, or 
quarrel with his providence, than under heavy ficknefs 
and bodily diftrefs. It is therefore highly the concern- 
ment of all, whether families or private perfons, to en- 
quire how they ought to behave under or after afflidling 
ficknefs; and how they lhall provide for fuch an evil 
time before it come. And for the help of all that defire 
inllrudlion in this matter, I have written the following di- 
rectory ; which, far method’s fake, 1 lhall divide into fe- 
veral chapters. 
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I. I fhall give fome general dire&ions to all families nind perfons vifited with iickntfa and affliftion. 
II. Some particular directions to thofe who are iharp- Jy afflicted with fore ficknefs and long trouble. 
III. Directions to the children of God under fick- 

nefs. IV. Directions to unregenerate perfons under ficknefs. V. Directions to the people of God when recovered from ficknefs. 
VI. Directions to unrenewed perfons recovered from ficknefs. 
VII. Directions to thofe fick perfons, who are appa- rently in a dying condition. VIII. Directions to the relations, acquaintances and 

neighbours of the fick, who are themfelves in health for the time. 
N. B. Let it be remembered, that what I fay to thofe vifited with ficknefs, is likewife applicable to all other af- 

fiiCt.d perfons, whatever their diftrefs be. 

CHAPTER I. 
Containing general directions to all families and perfon* 

vifited with ficktiess. 
Direct, i. Diligently inquire into the ends and depgns, for 'which ufually God fends ficknefs and afidion up- on perfons. 
AN infinitely holy and gracious God hath various ami 

. wife ends in afflicting the children of men, whe- ther they be converted or unconverted ; which ought to 
be duly confidered by all, and efpecially by thofe who are vifited with ficknefs; fome whereof \ fflail inllance. 

I. God vifits with ficknefs, to caufe carelefs finner* bethink themfelves concerning their fouls eftate and con- dition, who perhaps had never a ferious thought about it. 
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before. There are many who, when in health and ftrength, are fo intent upon the pleafures and profits of -the world, that t^tey mind nothing elfe; all the warnings, exhortations, and counfels of minifters, teachers and 
friends, are loft upon them : They cannot endure to en- tertain a thought of God, of the foul, of death, of hea- ven, of hell, or of judgment to come ; till God doth call 
them into fome ficknefs or bodily diilrefs; and then, fometimes, they begin with the prodigal, to come to 
themfelve?, and bethink themfelves, concerning their 
fouls, and a future life. Now, this is God’s defign, I Kings viii. 47. “ If they bethink themfelves in the land whither they are carried captivess and repent,” &c. By 
ficknefs, God gives a man, that before was wholly divert- ed from foul-matters by bufinefs, company, and.plea- 
fures, occafion to bethink himfelf. The man is now con- fined to his chamber, is deprived of his former company and diverfidns, and fo gets time and leifure to commune with his own heart, and refledt on his former ways, and to 
hear what confcience fpeaks concerning a judgment day, and a world to come, and the need of a Saviour. And 
fo by the blefiing of God u^on fuch afflidfions, not a few have begun their firft acquaintance with God and Chrift, and ferious religion. Nay, the furnace is Chrift’s ufual work-houfe, where he has formed the moft excellent vef- fels of honour and praife, Ifa. xlviii. 10. “ I have cho- 
fen thee in the furnace of afflidtien.” Manafleh, the Prodigal, Paul, and the Jailor, were all chofen there. II. God vifits us with ficknefs, in order to inftrudt 
and teach us thefe things we know not, Pfal. xcvi. 12. It was a faying of Luther, Schola cfucis eft fchola lucis. 
And indeed the fchool of afflidlion is the place where ma- 
ny of Zion’s fcholars have made good proficiency in fpi- ritual and experimental knowledge. — Now, there are fe- 
veral remarkable lefibns which God would teach us by the rod. ift. The knowledge of God. It is faid of Manafleh, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13, “ When he was brought to aiRidtion, &c. then Manaffeh knew that the Lord he was 
God.” Though Manafleh was well educated, and early 
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tfiueht the knowledge of God, yet till now he knew not th< Lord : But now he knew him in his power and grea't- 
nefs, his holinefs and hatred of fin ; now he knew God in 
his goodnefs of mercy, and Wondered that he had kept him fo long out of he!!. 

zdly. Another leffoh is the knowledge of ourfelves. In time of health and profpeifty. We are apt to forget 
durfelves, and oaf m»rtnlify; but fic^neis caufeth us to know that we are but men, and frail men, Pfal. ix. 20, 
that God hath an abfolute foyereignty over us, and can as eafily cruflr us, as we do a moth. 

jdly. He teicheth us the emptinefs of the world. How vain a help is that, which fails a man in the time of his greateft need ! and oft-times we fee, that worldly 
means and friends can neither give the leaft cafe to the bodies, nor comfort to the fouls of perfons under ficknefs and diftrefs. 

4thly. Another leffon is the great evi! of fin, which is the caufe of all licknefi^s and difeafes whatever, 1 Cor. 
xi. 30. “ For this fcaufi? 'mart); are weak ami fickly a- mong you.”—A!. ! what a root of bitternefs mult that 
be, which brings" forth fuch hi'ter fruit! 

ythly. Fie .heweth us the precioufhefs and excellency of Chrifi: and his promifes ; which only can enable a 
Chriftian to rejoice in tribulation, and be eafy under the grcatetl pains and difeafes. There are many who arc in- 
different about Chrift in time of health, that when fick- hefs comes, do change their note, and cry, O for an inter- efl in Chrift, above all things! 

III. God fends fuch trials and diftrefles, in order to mortify and kill fin in us. Ifa. xxvii. 9. “ By this fhall 
the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his fin.” And indeed ficknefs and afflic- 
tion through the bleffing of God, hath a native tendency to weaken and fubdue our prevailing fins and lulls. O man, is thy heart turned hard, fo as thou art not fenfible of thy own fins, or of others fufferings ? God fees meet to try the fire of afflidion, to fee if it will melt thy frozen 
heart. Haft thou undervalued health, and flighted thy 
mercies ? Now God removes them from thee, that by the 
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want of them, thou mayft know the worth of them. Art thou turned proud aad feif-conceited ? God fends thee a 
thorn in the flefh, to prick the fwoln bladder of pride, 
that thou mayfbnot be puffed up above meafure ; God lays thee low upon thy bed, that thou mayft be lowly ia thy heart. Dotli love to the world prevail in thee ? God 
feuds affliction to difcover its emptinefs, and wean thee from it, Art thou fallen fecure, dead, and formal ? God fends affliction to awake thee, that thou mayft not fleep 
the deep < f death. 

IV. God fends ficknefs,to awaken in us the fpirit of prayer and fupplication, and make us more earned and 
importunate in our addrcffes to the throne of Grace. There > a great difference betwixt our prayers in health and in licknefs, betwixt our humiliations in profperity, 
and in adverfity. In profperity we pray heavily and drowfily, but adverfity adds wings to our defires. Ifa. 
xx vi. I 6. Lord, in tr oublc have they vif.ted thei-, they pour- ed out a prayer when thy chajlening was upon thi m. Though they were backward enough to prayer before, yet they 
pour it out mod freely now. The very heathen mariners cried aloud to God in a dorm—What a famous prayer 
did Manaffch make when he was under his iron fetters ! We find it thrice mentioned, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13, iS, tg. And the voice of fervent prayer is what the Lord dcfires 
to hear. V. Another end is, to loofe our hearts from the 
things of this world ; and caufe us to look and long for 
heaven. When we enjoy health and eafe in this world, we are apt to fay witk Peter on the mount, It is good for 
us to be here : but when didrefs cometh, God’s people will turn their tongue, and fay with the Pfalmid, Pfal. 
Ixxiii. 27. It is good for me to draw nigh to God. When things here go well with us, we are apt to think ourfelves 
at home : but, when trouble arifetb, we begin to fay, “ arife, let us depart, this is not our red.” Though 
heaven was much out of fight and out of mind before, yet, when afflicting ficknefs comes, the poor believer will figh, and fay with David, Pfal. Iv. 6. 0 that I had wings 
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like a do-ve ! for then would I fly away and he at rejl; I •would hajlen my efcape from the windy tempejl. VI. God defigns to makethe world bitter, and Chrift fweet to us. By fuch affli&ions,. he lets men fee, that the world is nothing t ut vanity, and vexation of fpirit; that riches avail not in the day of wrath : then it is, that 
they may fee the infufficicHcy of the world to relieve them : that, as one faith, “ A velvet flipper cannot cure 
the gout; a golden cap cannot drive away the head ache; nor a bed of doun give eafe in a fever.” And as the world turns bitter, fo Chrift grows fweet to the believer. In time of eafe and health, Chrift is often very much ne- gleffed and forgot. As the difeiples, while the fea was calm fuffered Chrift to fleep with them in the fhip, think- ing they might make their voyage well enough without his help ; but when they were ready to be drowned, then they fee their need of Chrift, they awake him, crying, 
Mafler, fave tit, or elfe we perifh. So the beft of faints, when all iseafy about them, are prone to fuffer Chrift to fleep within them, and fo to negledl the lively a&ings of faith on Chrift ; but when the itorm of afflidtion begins to a- 
rife, and they are ready to be overwhelmed with diftrefs, then they cry, “ None but Chrift, none but Chrift.” VII. God tryfts with ficknefs and dittrefs, in order both to prove and improve his people’s graces, Deut. via. 2. Rev. ii. 10. Grace is hereby both tried and ftrengthi- cned. i ft. Such afflidlions do prove both the truth and ftrength of our graces, as they ferve to try if we love God for himfelf; if we can endure and hold out in ferv- ing him, waiting and depending upon him, notwithftand- ing of difcouragements. That faith will fuffice for a 
little affii&ion, that will not fuffice for a great one. Pe- ter had faith enough to come upon the fea at Chrift’s 
call, but as foon as the waves began to fwell, his faith be- gan to fail, and his feet to fink, till Chrift mercifully 
caught hold of him, faying, “ O thou of little faith, wherefore didft thou doubt ?” Matth. xiv. 31. Little did Peter think his faith was fo weak till now. 2dly. They tend to improve our graces alfo, by quick- ening and ftrengthening them. They ferve as a whet- 

» C 2 
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ftone to fharpen faith, fo as the foul is made to renounce earthly flickers, and to clafp about God in Chrifl, as its only refuge and portion. They excite to repentance and 
ferious aiourning for fm ; for, like the winter frofts and fnows, they make the fallow ground of our heart more 
tender. They prompt us to heavenly mindednefs, felf- denial, and patient waiting on God. Yea, the experi- 
ence of God’s people can atteft it, that grace is never more lively, than under affliftion. David never found 
himfelf better, as to his fpiritual (late, than when he was 
perfecuted and hunted as a partridge on the mountains { and hence fays, Pfal. cxix. 71. “ It is good for me, that I have been afflifted.” 

VIII. God’s aim is, to awaken us to redeem time, to 
prepare for flitting, and clear up our evidences for hea- ven. In the time of health we are apt to trifle away 
time, to loiter in our journey, and forget that we arc pil- grims on the earth ; wherefore God fends ficknefs as his 
mefienger, to mind us thereof. Now it highly concerns u?, when ficknefs attacks us,, to confider and meditate upon thefe ends for which God 
brings on diftrefs, and pray earneftly that they may be accomplifliedin us; and fo our ficknefs fhall not be unto death (fpiritual or eternal) but to the glory of God and 
good of our fouls. • 
Direction u. Let all •who are viftted •with ficlncfiy. fear eh for the jtchan in the camp* and inquire diligent- 

ly ivhat is the ground and caufe of God's 'contreverjy 
•with them- 

IT hath been the praftiee of God’s people in feripture- times, to inquire into the caufe and meaning of God’s rods which have been laid upon them. So David, T 
Sam. xxi. when the land of Ifrael was three years under 
the ftroke of famine, he inquired into the meaning of it. So Job is exceedingly defirous to know why God fet him up as a mark for his arrows, Job vii. 20. and hence it is 
that he makes that petition, Job x. 2. which is mok fuit- 
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able for every man in diftrefs, K ftiew me wherefore thou- coatendeft with me ” I grant indeed, that God fometimes vifits his people with a'tHi&ion, for the trial and exercife of their grace, 
and for their fpiritual inltrn&ion, more than for thecor- re&ion of their fin. But fin being the original and foun- dation of ail afHi&ion, it is.fafeft, when it is our own cafe, 

) and moft acceptable to God, to look on fin as the procu- | ring caufe. Or, if our fins have not immediately procu- 
red the prefent affliction,.yet the belt of God’s children mult own that they have at Jeaft deferred it. We fee the fin of the Corinthians is mentioned as the caufe of 
their ficknefs, i Cor. xi< 30. “ For this caufe many are weak and fickly among you,” The Pfalmift con- cludes the very lame thing, Pfaf. evii. 17, i8 “ Fools becaufe of then tranfgreffijons and their iniquities, are af- 
flidled t their foul abhoi reth all manner of meat; and they draw nigh unto the gates of death.” But ordina- rily, by fickuefs, the Lord points at fome one fin in us, more than another, fome Jonah in the {hip, that hath rai- led the ftorm, which the Lord would have us to fearch out and throw over board without delay. 

Queji. But how fhall we difcover and find out the par- ticular fin for which God afflifts us with ficknefs and dif- trefs ? 
Jtnf ijt- Study the Lord’s word, and the chaflife- ments there recorded, which he hath inflicted upon peo- ple for their fins ; and inquire if you be guilty of the like. Obferve what hath been God’s mind to his peo*. pie, and what fin he hath pointed out to them, when they have been broaght under fuch a rod: and fo you may learn his mind to you, Rom. xv 4. “ For whatfoever things were written aforetime, were written for our learning.” 
idly. Confider what is- the fin which confeience doth 

moft of all aecufe thee for, in thy moft ferious and folita- ry h«»rs. Confeience is God’s deputy, and thy bofom 
monitor, whofe voice, perhaps, thou haft little regarded in the day of thy health ; wherefore God hath fent a 
foarper jneflenger, to fecond the voice of confidence. Hear 
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now the voice of the rod, for it is the fame with the voice 
of confcience. In the day of profperity, carnal profits and pleafures made fuch a noife, that the voice of con- 
fcierice could not be heard: wherefore God hath brought on thee the filent night of adverfity, that his deputy may 
obtain-audience. Well then, give ‘ear; what faith con- fcience now ? may you not hear it faying, as Reuben to his brethren in diftrefs, “ Spake I not to you in the day of health, do not commit fueh a fin, and do not delay re- penting for fuch a fin ; but you would not hear O man, let confcience get a hearing at laft, as it got with 
the patriarchs, when they were brought to diftrefs in E- gypt, and made them to confefs their fin in felling of Jo- feph, Gen. xlii. 21. “ We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw the anguilh of his foul, when he befought us, and we would not hear : therefore is this 
diftrefs come upon us.” ^d/y. Confider what are thefe evils, that others have obferved in you,whether they be friends or foes. Hear- ken to what a chriftian friend noticeth in you, either when fpeaking to you, or others about you. “ Let the righ- 
teous finite me (faith David) and it lhall be a kiudnefs.” Yea do not difregard what even enemies fay of you ; as David got good by the malicious reproaches of Shimei, 
in the day of his afflitlion, fo may you in the time of diftrefs; for fometimes malice itfelf will fpeak truth. Enemies are (harp-fighted to fpy out our faults, and fo 
may, through the divine bleffing, prove monitors to us, both with refpect to fin and duty. Confider the nature and circumftances of thy 
diftrefs. Oft-times the affli&ion is fo fuitable to the tranfgreffion,that we may clearly read our fin written onthe forehead of our ptinilhment, as in the cafe of Adonibe- 
zek, and many others. And alfo you may be helped to find it out by the Lord’s timing of the rod to you. Was 
it lent when you was under much formality in duty ? or when you was eagerly purfuing the things of the world ? 
or when you was under the power of fome prevailing lull or other ? then the rod comes to reprove you, and awake 
you to fee the evil thereof. 

• 
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$thly. Coufider what is thelin that hath been former- ly nioft affrighting to thy thoughts, and perplexing to thy confcience, when thou hall been in the immediate view of death and a tribunal. It is very likely (if thou 

haft not truly repented of it) that is the iin which Gcd now intends to awake thee to fee the evil of, that thou mayft fnicerely mourn for, and turn from it, looking to God in Chrift for pardon and mercy. 
Objeft. Ah (faith one) it is my lot to lie under a dumb 

and filent rod, I do not underftahd its language, I cannot hear its voice, I cannot find out the fia that is pointed at 
by it ; what courfe fhall 1 take ? Anfw. I. Be deeply humbled under this trial, and bewail thy cafe before the Lord ; for it very much aggra- vates the affli&ion to God’s people, when they know not the language of it: Hence was it that Job lamented fa heavily, that his way was hid, and he knew not the rea- 
fon of God’s contending with him, Job iii. 23. 2. A believer’s cafe may be fometimes fo dark, that it requires a great deal of fpiritual art and wifdom to en- able him to hear the voice t?f the rod, and underftand its 
language. Hence it is faid, “ He is a man of wifdcm that f'eeth God’s name upon it,” Micah vi. 9. Now, this, wifdom muft only come from above ; Therefore, 

3. Go to God, and earueftly beg for this wifdom, that you may know his mind,"and the meaning of the rod. Do as Rebekah, when the children flruggled in her womb, fhe went to enquire of the Lord, faying, “ Why am I thus ?” Gen. xxv. 22. Cry to God to give you 
bis fpirit, to teach and enlighten you to fee fin in its evil, 
and the particular evils you are guilty of. This was Job’s courfe in his aflliflion : “ Shew me (fays he) wherefore thou contendeft with me That which I fee not, teach, 
thou me. Make me to know my tranfgreflion and my fin.” There is no better way for a prifoner to know the 
reafon of his confinement, than to afk the magiftrate who 
committed him. God is a wife agent, and can give beft 
account of his own a&ions. 4. Jf thou canft not find out the particular fin for which 
Cod’ afflkls thee, then labour to repent of every knovva 
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fin, and cry for pardon, of every unknown and forgotten fin alfo. Do that out of wifdom, which lijrod did out of malice, who becaufe he could not find out the babe Je- 
fua, killed all the children of Bethlehem, that he might be fure to kill Jefus among them. Let us feek the utter ruin and death of all our fins, that we may be fare to de- 
ftroy that fin for which God afflicts us. 5. Study to exercife a ftrong faith, and a humble fub- miffion, while God keeps you under the filent rod. Be- 
lieve firmly, that Gcd is juft, though you know not what he contends. And however long he thinks fit to make you walk in the dark, refolve humbly to wait on him, and commit yourfelf to him, who has many times guided 
the blind in the way they knew not. 

Direct, in. When any Jit of Jickncfs attach you, think ferioujiy upon death, and make diligent preparation 

JDO not mean that any man may delay the work of preparation for death, till fieknefs coweth : No, no ; this fhould be the great and nptaking bufinefs of every man, in the time of his health and fti'ength. But lick- 
nefs and difeafes being the harbingers of death, and the 
meflengers fent from God to warn us of its coming ; eve- ry man is thereby called to renew the work of preparation for death, with all earneftnefs and” application. God’s 
voice, by every fit of ficknefs, fs that in Dent, xxxii. 29. 
“ O that they were wife, that they underftodd this, that they would confider their latter end ?” God knows our 
folly, and readinefs t(5 forget this great work in the day of health ; and therefore, in his mercy, he fends ficknefs 
and affliction, to teach us fo to nutnberour days that we may apply our hearts to this piece of heavenly wifdom, 
of making preparation fi'r death. 

And here I fliall drop, \Jl, Some motives to prefs ft. 2dly, Advices for the doing it aright. 
I For motives confider thefe things : ill. Confider God’s mercy and patience towards you, 

in giving you fo many warnings, and fo manv years to 
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prepare for death ; and in fending his meflengers and wan-ings fo gently and gradually, to excite you to this work ; when many younger and ftronger than you, are hurried into eternity, and little or no time given them to think where they are going. Have you not been fpared many years, in the midft of dangers, when you have feen 
that bold archer Death fhooting his arrows, and killing thoufands of your neighbours and friends round about you? Sometimes the arrow hath glanced over your head, and flain fome great man, your fuperior: Sometimes it hath alighted at your feet, and cut off a child or a fer- 
vant, your inferior : Sometimes it hath gone by on your left hand, and killed your enemy ; at other times it hath paffedon your right hand, and killed your near relations. So that you have feen friends and foes, fuperiors and in- feriors, relations and ftrangers dropping down dead round 
about you ; and all this for a long traft of time, to give you warning to prepare for death. O let the goodnefs and forbearance of God, towards you, lead you to repen- 
tance, and perfuade you to flee fpeedily to Chrift, for re- fuge and prote&ion from wrath. 

2dly. Confider how terrible death will be if it meet you in an unprepared Hate, in a Chriftlefs and impenitent condition. What a fearful change wull it bring upon you ! A change from earth to hell, from hope to defpair, from pleafure to pain, from comforts to terrors; a change from the offers of grace, to the revelation of wrath ; a change from probabilities, to utter impoffibilities of falva- tion. Death will cut off all your hopes and expectations ef mercy forever, Job xxvii. 8. There is no coming back, to amend what hath been done amifs here : and there is no work nor device in the grave, whither you go. As the tree falls, fo. it will lie, throughout all eternity. II. I come to give fome advices, in order to the right 
preparation for death, ij?, Set about felf-examination work. Inquire if you be in Chrift: or not; if you be yet far off from God, or if you be brought near by the blood of Jefus. And fee that you be impartial in this fearch, and willing to find out the truth of this impor- 
tant queftion.- Be not fooliflily tender of yourfelf, and 
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apt to beliveve that you are fafe, when it is not To; for, this way, thoufandsdo ruin themfelves. But be conteut to know the word of your cafe, and thoroughly to un- 
derftand your foul’s danger, that you may be moved to take the right way to efcape it. Wherefore take a view 
of the marks of Chriftlefs and unconverted perfons fet down in God’s word, and judge yourfelf by them : And 
confider alfo the figns of true grace recorded therein, and fee if they be applicable to yon or not. 

idly. If after inquiry, you find your ftatc is bad ; that yon have been a lover of the world more than of God 5 you have minded your body more than your foul; you 
have lived in the negledt of precious Chrift ; allowed 
yourfelf in known fin : O then be convinced of your ina- bility to help yourfelf, and your need of Chrift to help you. And labour to be deeply humbled before God, un- 
der a fenfe of your fin and folly. “ Ah, how foolifhly, how rebellioufly, how unthankfully have I carried ? I 
have abufed God’s mercies, and left undone the work for which I was made, and preferved, and enjoyed the 
gofpel. Oh ! I had all my time given me, to make pre- paration for endlefs eternity, and I have never minded it, till now that ficknefs, the harbinger of death, is come upon me : And now, .what fliall I do to he faved ?” 
Well then, in order to convince and humble you the 
more, ca-ft back your eyes wpon the fins of your nature, and of your by-paft life ; view them in their nature, num- ber, aggravations and defervings. O do not fo many 
years’ fins need a very deep humiliation ! O do you not iland great!, in need of fuch a perfon as Chrift, to be your Saviour and Ranfomer from fuch a vaft number of fins ? O but their weight will prefs you eternally down 
to the Unveft hell, if left to yourfelf, and laid upon your back. 3<//y.'0 finner, art thou deeply humbled, and defirous 
of mercy upon any terms ? Believe then, that thy cafe is not remedilefs, but that there *is a faerifice provided for your fins, and an able and all-fufficient Saviour in your offer. Believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift is the Son of 
God, and became fiefh to be a furety for yo« ; that he is 
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fcotli able and willing to fave to the uttermoft all that 
come unto God by him. Though your fins, your dan- gers and your fears were never fo great, yet he is able and willing to fave. O flee prefentiy to this refuge-city, 
whofe gates are open to receive you. Truft your foul upon ChrhVs facrifice and meritorious blood, for mercy 
and falvation. Apply humbly to him, that he may teach 
you the will of God, reconcile you to his Father, pardon your fins, renew you by his Spirit, and fave you frets eternal wrath. 

^thly. Give up yourfelf to God in Chrift, by way of 
covenant and folemn refignation. Every man doth thi* facfamentally in baptifm ; but you mufl: alfo renew it perfoHally and explicitly, and thereby give a cordial and voluntary confent to the covenant of grace. Acquiefce 
cheerfully in the gofpel-way of falvation through Chrift and his righteoufpefs ; and accept of God in Chrift, as thy portion. Make choice of God the Father, as thy reconciled Father in Chrift ; and God the Son as thy Re- deemer and Saviour; and God the Holy Ghoft, for thy Sandiifier, Guide and Comforter. And likewife give up thyfelf, foul and body, and all thou haft, to be the 
Lord’s ; engaging, in Chrift’ ftrength, to live for God, and walk with him in newnefs of life. And ftudy to do 
all this deliberately,unfeignedly and cheerfully. Though, perhaps, you have done this, hypocritically at former times, you have profaned God’s covenant, and behaved unfteadfaftly and perfidioufly therein,; yet now endeavour to be fincere with God for once. Sthly. Be living daily in the exercife of faith and re- 
pentance: renew the afts thereof frequently, in propor- tion to your renewed fins and guiltinefs. Cleave clofe to glorious Chrift, your High Prieft and Surety, and be ever wafhing in his blood. As long as you are in the 
world, you’ll need to wafh your feet, John xiii. 10. 
Come death when it will, let it find you at die fountaia, always looking to, and making ufe of Jefus Chrift. You 
have great need of Chrift every day of your life, more Specially in ficknefs ; but moft of all at a dying hour. 
Q what need will you have of Chrrft, then, as aa Adve- 
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cate with God, when the queflion is to be determined. Where your manfion is to be afligned, through all eterni- 
ty, whether in heaven or in hell ? O then, be looking al- ways ta Chrift, with the eye of faith. Live in the con- ftant thoughts of this blclfed Mediator. Let him be 
firft in your thoughts in the morning, and laft in your thoughts at night. 6/J/y. Be ftriving to mortify every fin and lull, both 
outward and inward. Be dying to fin daily, that fo you 
may not die for fin eternally. O that fin may be daily lofing its ftrength, and dying in you ! fo that'it may be certainly dead before you. Pray earneftly, that your ■fins may die, before you die : For, if they die not before you, but out-live the dying body, they will live eternally 
to fting and torment the never-dying foul. 
JDirect. it. Be not anxious for recovery to health : but leave the ijfue of the prefent ftcknefs, to the will and pleafure of the infnitcly wife God. 
REMEMBER, O man, thou art the clay, and God 

is the Pottery he is abfolute Lord of thy life and 
times, therefore learn to adore his fovereignty over thee, 
and all thy enjoyments. David did fo, when he faid, “ Lord, my times are in thy hand,” Pfalm xxxi. 15. 
And indeed they are only beft in his hand, for he bell knows how to difpofe of them. The prophet feith, Ifa. 

-xxx. 18, “ The Lord is a God of judgment, bleffed are 
they that wait for him.” Judgment there fignifies wif- dom : The Lord is a God of wifdom, and will order and time all things well; and therefore it becomes us quietly 
to wait for his pleafure, faying, “ The will of the Lord 
be done.” It is taken notice of, as a great fin in the If- raelites, that they waited not for his counfel, but limited 
the Holy One of Ifrael, Pfalm Ixxviii. 41. What an unaccountable folly and prefumption is it, for worms of 
the earth, to feek to ftint and limit the Sovereign of Hea- ven, to their meafures! It becomes us at all times, and efpecially in ficknefs and affli&ion, to have low, fubmif- 
five thoughts of ourfelves, and high exalted thoughts of 
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Godjs fovcreig.nty, fuch as Nebucliadnezzar had, Dan. sv. 35. “ And all the inhabitants of the earth arc repu- 
ted as nothing : And he doth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : and none can ftay his' hand, or fay unto him, What doeft thou ?” We (hould therefore refer all to his wife deter- mination, and be willing to die or Jive, as he lhall be 
pleafed to appoint. I remember I have read of a godly woman, who, in her ficknefs, being alked by one, Whe- 
ther (he was mbft defirous to die, or to live ?* She anfwer- 
ed, “ I have no choice in that matter, but refer myfelf to the will of God.” “ But (faid the other) fuppofe God fhould refer it to you, whether to die, or to live, which of them would you choofe ?” “If God (replied (he) Ihould 
refer it to me, I would even refer it back again to him.” It becomes thee, Oman, to be entirely refigned to the will of thy Maker, and to ftandlike a fentinelin thy fta- 
tion, ready to move, as thy great General and Comman- der lhall give order, concerning thee. It \yould be plea- 
fant and acceptable to God, to fee thee more delirous to be delivered from fin, than from licknefs. - O but fin is a far worfe difeafe, than any ficknefs in the world ! beg 
importunately, that the great Phylrcian may cure this woful foul-difeafe, and let him do with the body what he 
pleafeth. This was David’s prafb’ce in his affliflion, Pfalm xxv. 18, “ Look upon my affliction, and my pain, and forgive all my fin.” As for his pains and afflictions, he aflcs no more, but that God would regard them, and 
look upon them, aad do with them as he thought fit; but,‘*Bfl for his fins, no lefs will fatisfy him than a pardon, 
and blotting them entirely out, fo as they might be re- 
membered 119 more. 
Direct, v. Bind yourfelf with holy purpofes and refo- lutions, in Chri/l’sjlrength, to be more watchful againjl 

Jin, more diligent in duty, and to improve the time of, 
health better, if God Jhall be pleafed to reflore it again to you. 

W^HEN God is vifiting your iniquities with rods, 
and pleading acontroverfy with you for your o- 
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Tnifiions and /lacknefs in duty, he experts that you will return from your back hidings, and fct about a ferious re- 
formation and change of life. Hofea v. 15, “ I will g» 
and retai n to my place, till they acknowledge their of- fence, and feek my face : In their affliction they will feek 
me early.” See then that you open your ear to difci- pline : ftudy to anfwer God’s call and expectation, and 
in his ftrength refolve to enter upon a new life. “ Sure- ly now it is meet to be faid unto God, I have borne chaf- 
tifemer.t. I will not offend any more. That which I fee not, teach thou me : If I have done iniquity, I will do fo no more,” Job xxxiv. 31, 32. Now is the feafon 
you fflould fay with Ephraim, Hofea, xiv. 8, “ What 
have I to do any more with idols ?” Having duly'examined yourfelves, and fearched out 
your fins, you ought to put a bill of divorce into each of their hands. Deliberately refolv?" againft all your fins, whether fecret or open ; and efpecially refolve againit 
your darling and beloved fins, thefe fins of which do moft 
tafiiy befit you. Refolve alfo againft all temptations to j\n, and particularly againft the fnares of bad company, whereby you have been formerly enticed ; lay now with 
David, Pfalm cxix. 115, “ Depart from me, ye evildo- 
ers: For I will keep the commandments of my God.” You muft not only purpofe to forfake all fin, but alfo 
to mind every known duty : That you will make religi- on your one thing needful; the pleafing of God, the 
chief bufinefs of your life ; that you will fet the Lord always before you, give him your heart in all duties, aim 
at nearnefs and communion with God in every one of them ; and ftill prefs forward to the full enjoyment of 
God in heaven, through eternity. , Refolve alfo, through grace, that you will, in a fpecial manner, mind ficret duties, which the eyes of men do 
rot obierve, and thefe duties which confcience doth moft challenge you for negleCfing. And you that are heads of families, refolve to make more confcience of family re- ligion, of worfflipping God with your families, both morning and evening ; inftruCting your children and fer- 
vants iu the knowledge of Chrift, and recommending reli- 
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gion and godlinefs to all round about you, whether rela- tions or ftrangers. And if you would have your refolutions effe&ual, fee 
that they be accompanied with a deep fen'fe of your in- fufficiency to perform them in your own ftrength. Bear always in mind the corruption and deceitfulneis of your 
own heart, and make all your refolutions in a humble de- 
pendence oa the fufficiency of Jefus Chrift your furety. Obferve the apoftle Paul’s advice to his fon Timothy, 2 Tim. ii. I, “ Be ftrong in the grace that is in Jefus 

.Chrift.” All your ftock, O believer, is in his hand, fa 
that without him you can do nothing; but, through Chrift ftrengthening you, you are able to do all things. 
Direct, vi. Set your Eoufe in order ly making your lat- 

ter-wills, and fettling your domejlic and fecjjlar affairs, 
•while you have freedom and capacity for doing it. 

AFTER the heart isfct in order, the next work is to fet your houfe in order, according to God’s coun- fel to Hezekiah, Ifa. xxxviii. i. ft is recorded of the 
patriarch Abraham, that he was careful to fettle the af- fairs of his family before his death, Gen. xxv. 5, 6. He 
difpofed of his eftate to Ifaac, and legacies to the fons of his concubines. It is too general a fault, that men de- lay and put off making their wills, as they do their re- 
pentance, to the very laft^ and fo too frequently never make them at all. ConCder the evil of deferring or nc- gle&iag this neceffary affair: For if you, upon whom God hath beftowed means, fhall die inteftate, your eftate may defcend otherwife than you intended ; much of it may be fpent in tedious and expenfive law-fuits : fuch 
differences may fall out among relations, that fhould live in friendfhip and mutual affedion, as cannot be healed ; 
fome of them may be reduced to extreme want, when a 
fmalldegaey might have them put them in a way of living; And many fuch inconveniencies may follow. Well then" if your negledt fhould bring on thefe evils, and involve pofterity into endlefs ftrifes and contentions; may yon 
not juftly fear that the guilt thereof will purfuc you jntc 
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another world, whofe wretched carelefsnefs was the occa- lion of all that mifehief ? 

Pray, what i- the reafon that men put off this affair ? Is it not, becaufe they do not incline to think fo ferioufly on death, as this will occafion them to do ? Doth not 
this fmell of abominable earthly-minded icfs, and fpeak as if a man defined all his portion in this life, and cared 
not for a better ? and that he is fo far from preparing for 
death, thijt he cannot endure to think of it ? Alas that 
this worldly difpofition fhould fo far prevail among us! 
But furely there is no wife man will fay, that the putting off the thoughts.of death, will keep death at the greater 
diftance ; or that preparing for death, and making our 
wills, will bring on death the fooner. 

It were furely heft to order our affairs timeoufly : yea, do it in time of health, rather than delay it unto a fick 
bed, or a death-bed ; for either you may be fnatched off fuddenly,. and have no time for it; or yob may be taken 
with fuch a diftemper as (hall feize your tongue, fo as you. 
cannot exprefs your mind ; or feize your underftanding, fb as you cannot rationally difpofc of your effe&s. And though none of thefe fhould happen, yet certainly it 
proves a great difturbance to a dying man, to be calling 
up, ordering and fettling the affairs of his family, when he fhould be fecuring a heavenly manfion for his foul, and clearing up his evidences thereunto. It is great wifdom 
to put this affair by hand ; that you may have as little 
to do with the world as may be, and all occafions of dif- tra&ion to your immortal foal may be prevented, when 
it is near to its flitting into an eternal and unchangeable 
ftate. Moreover, in fettling your fecular affairs, obferve thefe 
following advices, i. Make your wills cheerfully, and 
freely lay down whatever you enjoy, when God calls you 
to it. Praife- God that you had thofe things while you needed them, and when you have no longer ufe for them, 
leave them without repining, to thofe that come after you. Look not back to Egypt, when you are upon your 
aaarch to Canaan, 
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idly. Sec that you deal juftly, in providir * for your family, paying all your juft debts, and making reftitution if you have wronged any. Abhor all defigns of defraud- ing .any of your lawful creditors; For, if your laft aft 

Jhould be unjuft, you leave a blot upon your name here ; 
and fince you cannot repent of this wickednefe, it being among your laft deeds, you expofe y®urfelf to a fearful 
doom in the wojJd whither you are going. 3^/y. In fettling your eftates, fee that God' and good 
ufes be not fbrgot nor left out. When you are leaving 
the world, and can glorify God no longer here by your words or aftions, fee to honour the Lord with your fub- 
ftance, by leaving fome part thereof to a pious and chari- table ufe. 1 knowy it is a work of charity to give for maintaining the bodies of the poor ; and efpecially the 
poor of God’s people, who belong to his family ; But it 
is much more pious and charitable, to leave fomewhat for propagating Chriftian knowledge in dark places, for edu- cating poor children to read the feriptures, and inftruft- 
ing ignorant fouls in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. It is much to be lamented, that fo many rich men among 
us die, and leave nothing to fuch pious ufes. The libe- rality of papifts on their death beds, may give a lharp 
challenge to many profeffed proteftants. O what a ftiame is it to the profeflbr& of the doftrine of grace, that the falfe doftrines of merit and purgatory ftiould produce fo many donations and mortifications among the papifts, and 
the faith of ChrilV's moft glorious gofpel (houJd not do the like among true belivers 1 Shall the proud conceit of merit, and the imaginary fear of purgatory, prompt men 
to do more this way, than the certain perfuafion of the love of God in Chrift, and the well grounded hope of e- 
ternal life through the alone merits of Jefus Chrift l O what a reproach is this to our hoiy religion ! 

4,lhly. It might be much to the glory of God, and good 
«f fouls, that a great part of our teftaments asid latter- 
wills ftiould confift of folemn charges, and exhortations and bleffings to our children,, or thofe to whom we be- queath any legacy; fo as they can never open our tefta- 
mtiitSj or look into them, but they might hear fomething 
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that may » ake imprefiians on their fouls, for their fpiri- tual edification, and for quickening them to the diligent 
pra&ice of both family and pcrfonal godlinefs. 

CHAPTER II. 
Containing fome particular Direftions to thofe who are 

ftiarply afflifted with ficknefs and long trouble. 
Direction i. JuJlify God in the greatejl afflictions which befall you. 
THOUGH God fhould condemn you, fee that you 

acquit him, and fay, he is righteous in all his deal- 
ings. When the church was under the heayieft diftrefe, 
Ihe finds caufe tojuftify God, Lam. i. i 8, “ The Lord is righteous, for I have rebelled againft his command- ment.” So doth godly Nehemiah, Neh. ix. 33, “ How- 
beit thou art juft in all that is brought upon us ; for thou 
haft done right, but we have done wickedly.”' The fame doth holy David acknowledge, Pfal. cxix. 75, “ 1 know 
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that in faith* fulnefs thou haft afflifted me.” Now, in order to bring 
you to this agreeable frame, and to convince you of the 
equity and juftice of God in his difpenfations, however heavy and long your diftrefs be, I ihall lay before you the following confiderations: ijl. Confider the infinitely holy and righteous nature 
of that God who fmiteth thee, Pfalm cxix. 137, “ Righ- 
teous art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments.” 
We prefume it of a righteous man, that he will do righ- teous things ; and ftiall we not much more believe fo of 
a holy and righteous God ? We cannot be infallibly cer- 
tain that a righteous man will always do fb y for a righ- teeus man may leave his righteoufnefs, bccaufe the crea- 
ture is mutable : but God is immutably righteous ; fo that we may be confident of it, that the Judge of all the earth will do right, for it is impoffiblc he can do other- 
wife, Zech. iii. 5, “ The juft Lord is in the midft there. 
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of, he will not do iniquity.” He will not, he cannot; for it is contrary to his nature. 

idly. Confider that God never brings on any affii&ion 
! without a caufe, I Cor. xi. 30, “ For this caufe many i are fick.” He hath ftill juft ground for the heavielt at- 1 flidtion, from thy fins and provocations, and may always j fay to thee as to Ifratl, jer. ii. 1 7, it), “ Halt thoti not 

procured this unto thyfelf, in that thou haft forfaken the l Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way ? Thine own wickednefs (hall correct thee, and thy backflidings fhall reprove thee : know therefore, and fee, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haft fcrfaken the Lord.” There is ftill ground enough for afflidtion to be found in 
the beft-of God's people ; and therefore it is faid, Lam. iii. 3 3, “ For he doth not afflidi willingly, nor grive the children of men.” No; it is our fins that oblige him to 
it. As Chrift whipped the fellers of oxen and iheep, out of the temple with a whip (as is generally thought) made of t heir own cords ; fo God never fcourgeth us but with 
a whip made of our own fins, Prov. v. 22, “ His own iniquities ihall take the wicked himfelf, and he fhall be 
holden with the cords of his fins.” If we confider the mighty Cod as a Lord difpenfing grace, then we find he adts fovereiguly, and according to his will and pleafure, 
Matth. xi. 26, “ Even fo, Father, for fo it feemeth good in thy light.” But, if we confider him as a judge, dif- 
penfing judgments, he never doth it without a foregoing eaufe on the creature’s part. God’s treafure of mercy is always full and ready to be let out to them that feek it; but his tieafure of wrath is empty till men fill it up 
by their fins Rom. ii. 16, “ Thou treafureft up to thy- felf wrath againft the day ef wrath.” We do always 
provide fuel for God’s wrath before it kindle and break out upon us. 3d/y. Confider farther this inftance of God’s equity, 
that when there is a caufe given, God doth not prefently take it, but continues to threaten oft, and warn long, be- 
fore he execute the fentence of his word. He fends lef- fer ftrokes as warnings of greater, if we repent not; and 
he repeats his warnings many times, both by his word 
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and providence before he fmite. Yea, even when repeat- 
ed warnings are flighted, he delays a long time, and waits to be gracious, Ifa. xxx. 18. And when man’s obflinacy 
and incorrigiblenefs arrive to fueh a height, that he carr 
fpare no longer ; yet how loth is he to give them up to fevere judgments 1 Hof. xi. 18, “ How fhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How fhall I deliver thee, Ifrael? How fhall I make thee as Admah ? How fhall I let thee as 
Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my repenting* are kindled together.” When the Lord hath finners in his arms, ready to give them up to fevere judgments, yet 
he makes a ftand, and would fain be prevented before he 
proceed to his ftrange work ; for fo he calls his a&s of 
judgment, Ifa. xr.viii. 21. Afts of mercy are co-natural, moil agreeable and pleafant to God, Micah vii. 18 “ He 
delighteth in mercy : but judgment is his ftrange aft, and his ftrange work. Confider that when at laft he fends ftrokes on 
us, they are always fhortofthe eaufe ; he exafts not the 
whole debt that finners owe to his juftice, as Ezra doth- 
acknowledge, Ezra ix. 13, “ Thou haft punifhed us lefs than our iniquities deferve.” The ftroke he is there 
fpeaking of, was a moft heavy judgment ; fearful ruin and defolation came upon Jerufalem, and the whole land of Judah ; the city and temple were burnt to afhes, the peo- 
ple carried captives to a ftrange land, and treated as bond 
flaves among the heathens : Yet, faith the holy man, “ Thou haft punifhed us lefs than our iniquities deferve.” 
f. d. It is true we have been carried to Babylon, but in juftice we might have been fent to hell: our houfes were burnt, but our bodies might have been burnt too : We have been drinking water, but we might have been drink- ing blood : We have had grievous burdens on earth, but 
we might have been groaning in hell: Wc were baniftied' from the temple, but we might have been eternally ba- 
nifhed from God’s prefence. We think it a great favour among men, when any punifhment is mitigated, when the 
fentence of death is changed into banifhment, or when banifhment is turned into a fine, or a great fine is made 
fmailer: And will you think that God deals feverely or 
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rigoroufly with you, when he lays you on a lick-bed, 
when he might have juftly laid you in hell, and poured 
out all his wrath upon you there ? You but tafte of the brim of the cup, when God might caufe you to drink of 
the bottom and dregs thereof. Have you not caufe then to acknowledge God’s juf- 
tice, nay, even his mercy too, in his dealings with you, however rough they feem to be ? May you not, with good 
reafon fay, any thing lefs than hell is a mercy to fuch an ill-deferving creature as I am ? If even a hard-beartecT 
Pharaoh, under diftrefs, came the length to own the juf- 
tice of God, Exod. ix. 27, “ I have finned ; the Lord is rightous lhall any profefled Chriltian fall Ihortof that 
obilinatc Egyptian ? 
Direction ii. Labour JIM to be fenftble of God’s hand under heavy ajfliflion, and beivare of Jtupidity and un- 

concernednefs under it. 
IT is a fin to faint under heavy affli&ion, but it is a du- ty to feel it, Heb. xii. 5, “ My fon, defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him.” The Apoftle there doth caution againft two extremes which every chriftian under the rod Ihould 
be careful to avoid, 1. Defpifing or making light of af- fliftion. 2. Sinking or defponding upon affliifion. We 
are in great hazard of running into the one or the other. As to the firft, We may be faid to defpife the chaftening of the Lord when we do not obferve God’s hand in our 
affli&ion, fo as to reform the things whereby he was dif- pleafed : Or when we refolve to abide the trial, by the ftrength of our own refolutions and ftout-heartednefs, 
without looking to God for fupporting grace s Or when 
we turn ftupid and infenfible under the heavy and long continued rod. This defpifing and flighting the rod is not patience, but ftupidity; it is not chriftian magnani- mity, but a ftoical temper of mind, moft finful and provo- king to God. We fee how angry God is with linners, when his ftrokes are not felt, Ifa. xli. 25, “ He hath 
poured upon him the fury of his anger, and it hath fet 
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him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it hath 
burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.” Jer. v. 3, “ Thou haft ftricken them, but they have not grieved : 
thou haft confumed them, but they have refufed to re- I 
ceive corre&ion : they have made their faces harder than ' 
a rock, they have refufed to return.” There is little hope of a fcholar minding his leflbn, that is regardlefs of whipping. It is a dreadful fign to be like Pharaoh, fleeping in our fins, when God is thundering in his wrath. 
He that will fleep when his houfe is on fire, or lie ftill in bed, as if he was not doncerned, may affuredly expeft to be confumed in its flames. As David could not bear it, fi when the meflengers, he Cent to the Ammonites out of 
good will, were affronted and defpifed; fo neither will 
God endure it, when the meflengers he fends to finners are flighted ; for he that flights a meflenger, affronts his mafter. Thofe who make light of afflidfion, make light 
of God that fends it, and make light of fin that pro- cares it. 

Quejl- But, when is it that people are fuitably concern- | ed under a heavy rod. Anfu>. When they fee God’s hand, hear God’s voice, anfwer his intent, are curious to ! 

know his mind, defirous to do thofe things he requires, and reform thofe things he is difpleafed with. Remember, every affliction is a meflenger from God, 
and defervesa hearing from you. It comes to thee with fuch a meffage as Ehu did to Eglon, Judges iii 20, “ I have an errand from God to thee, O king I have a mefiage from God to thee, O chriftian, O finner. Well, 
lend an ear, and hearken with reverence and attention to this errand; fay, “ Speak, Lord, for thy fervant hear- eth, what wouldft thou have me to do ?” Believe it, that : God fpeaks as really to you by his rod, as by his word ; therefore he fays- “ Hear ye the rod.” God fpake as 
truly by his ten plagues to Egypt, as he did by his ten precepts to I Gael. And if the calm voice of the word 
were more regarded, we fhould hear lefs of the rough voice of the rod. As Gideon took briers and thorns of 
the wildernefs, and with them taught the men of Succoth, who would not be taught by fairer means, Judges via. 
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s 6. fo God takes the fliarp prickles of fore afflidioas, 

; to teach you lys Ratu'tes, when you. will not be taught 
by fofter methods. Beware thea of grieving’God’s-Spi- rit, by turning llupid and infenjible under /harp or long 

; continued, trials : But,. the more pains God-is at with 
j you.by his rod, heirken the more carefully to his voice; I and labmir to make the greater proficiency .in the fchobl of affliction, where he thinks lit to continue yda; that 
> fo-you may inherit that bleffing, Pfal. xciv. 12. “ Bleff- . ed is the man whom thou'chaiteneft, O Lojd, and tCach- 

eft.him dut of-thylaw.” . 
Direction iii, l}eiuarc of mtfconJlruEing G»d's deal~ 

ingi towards you, and of charging him foolishly. 
WE are apt tft believe fatan’s fuggeftions, under heaiy trials, and, to entertain wrong thought* of God and his difpenfations. .Nowvthefc you ought to guard againft. As; forinftance, \fi. Beware of harbour- ing atheiftical thoughts, a* if there were no Providence, no wife Governor of this lower world, no- diftin&ion be- 
twixt the good and bad; and that it is to no purpofe to- 
be religious, like thofe mentioned in. Mai. iii. 14. “ Ye have faid it is vain to ferve God; and what profit is it, that we have kept his ordinances, and walked mournfully 
before the Lord «f Hofts ?” Yea, even the Pfalmift, when he begins to compare his own lharp trials with the wick- ed’s cafe and profperity, is tempted to think all religion is vain', and fay, Pfalm Ixxiii. 13, 14.' “ Verily I have 
cleanfe'd my heart ill vain, and waffled my hands in inno- 

1 cency. For all the.day ,long have I been plagued, and- ' chaftened every .morning.” But thefe are nothing but 
« the hellilh fuggeftions of fatan, that irreconcileable enemy of God, and precious fouls, agairift which .we fhuuld clofely flop bur ears. ' . •idlyi Beware of charging God in your hearts with ri- gor or injuftice in his dealings, 'like these, Ezek. fviii. 25. “ Yet ye fay the .way of the Lord is not equal.” 

How highly urijuft and injurious, arc fuch thoughts to 
E 
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him, who is the judge of all the earth, and cannot do blit 
right ? ^dly. Beware of thinking that heavy afflictions do al- 
ways fpeak-wrath in God againft thee.- No, fometime* 
they fpeak forth love, and God may be carrying on a love-defign thereby to thy foul, vi>z. to fubdue thy itrong 
lulls, and draw thee • nearer unto himfelf. h s for thofe who think that the firiarting rod and divine love cannot dwell together let them read that .paffage, Heb. xii. 5, 
6. “ And ye have forgotten-the exhortation which fpeak- cth unto you as unto children, My foh, defpile not thou 
the chaftening of th.e Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 1 

buked 6f him. For whorft the Lord loveth, he chUften- 
eth, and fcourgeth every fon whom.he receiveth.” 

ifthly.' Beware of defpondingahddiitruftful thoughtsof God, under lharp afflictions. Some are ready to raze the foundation, quit their.inter'eft in God, and the promifes, 
and call-away their hope and confidence, faying with Gi- deon, Judges vi. 13, “ Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with 
us, why then is all this evil.befallen us?”' So David was ! 

ready to draw a hafty ccfhclufion, Pfalm-xxxi. 22, “ I 
. faid in my hafte, I am cut off from before thine eyes.” 
But this was the effeCt of.unbelief} for he that-believeth will not make hafte. 

# Direction iv. Under fore trouble and dtjlrefs, lulour 
to exerctfe djlrong and lively faith. 

IT was a noble and heroic refolution in that holy man Job, under his fingulac trials, Jdb xiii. 15. Though'1 

he flay me, yet will I truft in him. q. d. Let my ftroket be never fo fore and heavy, yet I will no* let go iny grips 
of bis word and promifes; I. wjll not raze thefe founda- tions of my hope. It was the way the Pfalmift kept himfelf from finking under his heavy burdens-, Pfal. xxviii. 
13. I had'fainted unlefs I had believed to fee the good- ; 
nefs of the Lord, in thtf land of the living-. Confiderbut 1 

a little the nsblc influence that faith hath to ftrengthen 
and fupport the foul under-fore trials.' 1Jl. Faith grips to the great gofpcl promife of falva- 
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tion in and through Jefus Chrift, and fo felures the foul’s main intereft through eternity ; which may may make the 
foul eafy in every lot. • . , • idly. F*ith views God in Chrift, at the helm in the great eft ftorm, and fo it endures,-as firing bimM’ho js invi- 
Jille, Heb. xi. 27. ' 3<//y. Faith cafts the foul’s anchor upon the Rock o£ 1 Ages, and ftaysitfelf dn God, and the faithful promifes ; whereby the foul is eafed and difburdened of its fears anti melancholy opprehenfions, Pfal. iv. 22. I fa. -1. 10. 

Faith brings new ftrength and auxiliary fupplies ef grace from heaven, when the former fupply is exhauft- ed and fpent; whereof David had the fweet experience, 
Pfal xxvii. 13; As God doth plant and actuate grace in the foul, fo he is pleated fp come in with feafonable .fup- plies and reinforcements to the weak and decayed graces^ of his people; anfwerable tp their prefent exigencies and 
prefleires—And thus he doth from time to timc’feed the believer’s lamp-Avith frelh oil, give in more faith, more love, htore hope,, and'morJBefirest and thereby he gives power to the faint* and ftr^ngthens the things which re- main, when r'eady to die. 'gthly. Faith keeps the foul from finking under heavy trials,*by bringing'iH fbriine* experiences of the power, 
mercy and faithfulnefs of God to the aftliiled foul. Here- 
by was. the-'Pfahnift fupported in diftrefs,'Pfal. xiii, 6. Pfal. Ixxxvii. 4. O, faith faith, remember what God hath done both for thy outward and inner man; he hath not only delivered .thy body when in trouble, but he hath done great'thWgs far thy foul; he hath-brought thee one 
of a ftate of.black nature, entered into a covenant relation with thee, and made his goodnefs pafs before thee ; he hath helped thee to pray, and many times hath heard thy 
prayers arrd thy tears. Hath he not formerly brought 
thee, out of the horrible’pit, and out of the nairy clay, and put a new fong in thy mouth, and. made thee refolve never to give way to fucji unbelieving doubts and fears again ?■ And how unbecoming is it for thee now to fink in trouble ? 

6/lly. Faith fupports the foul, by giving it a pleafant 
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view and profp^ft of a happy outgat'e from all trouble; when it fhall be admitted to fee and dwell.with Chrift 
hereafter. Thus was Job fupported in his greateft dif- trefs, Job xix. 25, .26, 27. “ Fori know that my Re- deemer liveth i and that he fliall Hand at the .latter day 
upon the earth —VVhom I lhall fee for myfelf, and mine 
eyes fiiall behold,” &c. A.believing view of the foul’s 

.meeting with its Redeemer, and recteiviilg a crownofglo- xy from him at laft, is an-excellent fuppbrt to a chriftian xmder the heavieft aiHiftionJ and fo was it to Eaul, 2 Tira. iv. 7, 8. 
’Ithly. Faith gives great fupport, by the encouraging 

reprefentatioiis it makes of 'Chrifl, and of hisp.refent eon- tern tor the believer while under affliftion'. As for. in- . ilance, !/. Faith reprefents Chi ill to a believer under |p;ials, as fynqpathizing with' him under hi& diftrefs, feel- 
ing his pain, hearing his greansy bearing his burdens, and 
readyto relieve him in in.his own appointed time, which 
it well becometh him to waitTgf. idly. Faith reprefents (thrift as putting in his almigh- ty arm under the believer’s head, and. conveying inviiible 
ftrength to fupport and hold him up, under his greatett preffures.. ' . 

Faith rejxrefents. ChriR as pleading the afflifted believer’s caufe with God, and 'anfwering all the charges 
of the law, the challenges oftconfeience, and aecdfations 
of fa tan againft him. 4.thly. Faith reprefents Chrift as (landing by the fur- nace aJ a refiner where his gold is melting, carefully over- fv.ing the trials of * la is peojile, tliat they niay work for 
iheir good; and. ready.to bring the.nrout tbereof, when 
they are fufficiently •jiurlfxtd from-their drofs. $thh. Faith reprefents Chrift as finding on his people 
under the croft, whifpering peace into their ear, and fay- 
ing,. Well <tanet good and-faithful, fervent. 
Direction v. Labour to bear with patience, whatever load of trouble the Lord appoints fer' you. 
T 7 E flxall, perhaps, obferve fome who are ftrangers to 
V V religion, contentedly enduring very painful evils i 
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and this they may do by virtue of a natural hardinefs and refolution .which fonve are endowed with, or upon the ac- 
count of arguments fuVnifhed'by human prudence. This is only patience as a moral virtue which feme attain to. 
But it is patience as a fpiritual grace, or a fruit of the ■ fpirit, which we muft aim at under oiir trials; that we tnay bear them contentedly from, divine principles, to di- 
vine ends. Now this grace 6f patience we muft earneftly beg from Godi under heavy afflictions, for it is only he 
that tmift work it in us; and therefore he is called the 
God of patience, Rom. xv. 5. . And in order to your attaining of this grace, I ihall lay before you the follo.w- ing coniiderations, which may be ufcful, through the Lord’s- bleffing, for that end. \Ji. Confider the patience of our Lord Jefus Chrift, under fufferings-inexpreffibly greater than yours. When it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, and put him to grief, how patientlydid he bear all ? according to that remark- 
able word, Ifa, liii. 7. “ He was oppreffed, and he was affli&ed, yet he opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lanib to the flaughter, and as a ftieep before his iheafers is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth.” Now, Ghrift 
fuffered as an example of patience, though it was not his 
chief end; and furely all.th* members of the body fhould 

•ftudy to imitate the head in patience. Did your blefled Saviour patiently endure fuch agonies and preffures of 
wrath for you; and will you decline to undergo i'ome {hort pains or ficknefs, in obedience to his commands ? idly. Gonfider God’s fovereignty over you. He is the great potter and you are his clay; and why may he not 
do with you-a's he pleafeth? If your children offend you, 
you fcourge them, and perhaps do it fometimes without reafon ; yet how ill' do you take it-, when' they refufs to . 
fubmit ? How will you drive aud fpur your horfes under you, and may be fometimes unreafonably ? Yet they bear 
alhquietly apd make no refiftance. Shall they take blows from their mailer, and will- not you from your Maker, 
that lias far more power over you-? If any challenge you 
for cruelty to your children or beafts, you take it not 
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well, bccaufe you think you nsay do what you will with .your own, • and no man hath a right-to quarrel 
with you: But,‘hath not God a greater property in you, than you in your children and cattle ? And, will you not patiently fubmit to your wife and abfolute Save- 
reign ? - . - • 

^dly. Confider thy fin as the meritorious caufie of all thy irfflidHons, however heavy they be. If tlrou haft 
right thoughts of thy fins, and the aggravations thereof, 
thy mind may be coihp«fed to a patient fubmiflion to God’s hand. If fin be. heavy on thee, all thy afflidlion* will be light. Luther gives this as a rsafo'n why he 
flighted the rage of the pope and emperor, and all his outward troubles—They are all little to me, becaufe fin 
is fo weighty on me. Hence it was that Paul complain- 
ed not at all. of his fufferings, as great as'they-vvere ; but he eried out much of his fins, Rom. vii 24. “ O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who fhall deliver me from the body of this death ? Senfe of fin doth fwallow up the fenfe of af. flidlioh, as the ocean doth little brooks. For with whom 
should ft th.au quarrel, but with thyfelf, when thou Irring- 
rft troubles on thyfelf ? This confideration Ihopld bring 
thee to refolve and fay with the prophet Micah vii. 9. “ I will bear the indignation of-the Lord, becaufe I have 
fihtied againft him. fyMy. Confider, how fharp foever the pains are, you 
are called to bear, yet they fall infinitely filort of what 
you have juftly defprvcd at God’s hands. It is of his iu- finite mercy that death and everlafting deftrudion have 
not been your portion, long fince, ’and that you arc not now roaring under the extremity of his indignation in the bottomlefs. pit, together with the devil and his atlgels. 
And confequcntly, whatfoever falls fiiort of this, is truly 
a great mercy ; and is fo far from being ground of quar- reling, that the greateft fufferer on this fide hell,hath juft 
caufe to admire God’s clemency in dealing.more favour- 
ably with him. than he hath deferved. $thly. Compare thy cafe with others that have been, or prefently are in diftrefs. Do not fay there is none fo 
hardly dealt with as thou art; for thou knoweft not the 
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afRi&ioa of others. Confider duly the. trials of that emi- 
nent faint Job, in all the circumftances thereof^ and fee if you can fay your forrow is near fo great as his forrp w was. Again, compare' your cafe with that of the damned in 
hell, who lie and fry in endlefs and. ceafelefs flames, fo that jhey have no reft day nor night, but the fmoke of their torment afeends for ever. And think what a bleff- 
ing iris, that you are yet in a ftatfc of falvation, and riot delivered over to thefe evcrlafting burnings, which were 
the due demerits of your fins, and to which you might long ago have been jiiftly condemned, had it not been for 
the patience and,lang-fulFering of Almighty God, 'who waiteth to We gracisus to guilty, finners. When you cpn- fftier thefe things, inftead of being diflatisfied with the divinf difpenfatieus, you have caufc to blcfa God, that matters are not worfc with ypu> and that you are kept out of hell to this day, where thoufands, no more gujlty than you', are prefcotly roaring in ccdlefs defparation. 

Unto tRefe confiderations I Ikall fubjoin fbme few helps or advices, in order to the attaining of patience ■under 
fore troubles. 

1. Labour to get pardon of fin and peace with God, 
fecured to thy foul, and this will enable you to bear the heavieft crofs with patienc.e. Hence it was that Luther 
cried, “ Smite, Lord as thou wilt, I take all in good 
part, .feeing my fins are pardoned. O! pardon of fin is the crowning bleffing ! therefore.will I bear any thing, I will fwallow up quarrelling into admiring, I will welcome 
the pruning knife, feeing there is no fear of the bloody axe to fell me down.” 2. Labour to fee God’? hand in thy affli&ipn. Do 
not, like the dog, fnarl at the ftpfle, but look up to the hand that throws it And-furcly a view of the hand of 
a holy God, may ferve to calm all the boifterous waves of thy corruption; fo did it with David, Pfalm xxxix. 9. “ I was dumb, I opened not my mouth* becaufe th*u 
didft it.” When he looked, to the inftruments and fe- coad caufes of his ailifiions, his heart waxed hot, and ■ the fire of his inward paffion began to burn and break out} 
hut when he once cfpied Ged’s hand and feal to the war- 
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rant for his corre,&ion, he became filent, and patiently fubmitted^to the divine will. 

3> Get a huthble and felf-denied frame of fpirit, that you may have low-thoughts of yourfelyes, and of all .your 
attainments jvhatfoeyer. A proud man cannot think of fubmittingto the divine will, bnt will break before he .bow. ' Hence we fee a vafi: difference betwixt a proud 
Pharaoh, and an humble Eli, under the" rod : The one 
fays, Who is the Lord, that I Jhould obey him. ? But the other faith, It is the Lord, let him do what- fetmeth him 
good. 4. Get love to Jcfus Chrifl. Love is an enduring principle, f Cor^ xiii. 7. It endureth all things. It makes 
the fepl, like.the kindly child, draw nearer to Chrilt, the 
more it is beaten. * • 5. Interpret God’s ways and dealings with you al- ways in the bell fenfe. Anif.ldjlly, Be earnefl: in pray- 
er, that God may conquer your rebellious will, and fub- due thofe mutinous rifings of heart within you againft 
himfejf- ' 
Direction vi. Beware of envying wicked min, when you fee them in health and profperity. 
THE Pfalmlft, when he wa» chaftened every morning and in great adverfity, .was liable to this evil,.Pfai. Ixxiii. 3. I was envious at the foolilh, when I faw the 
prbfperity of the wicked. Corrupt nature doth ftrongly incline us to this finfiil difpofition, efpeci^lly in the day 
®f fore affliction ; for the fpirit that dwelleth in us, .luft- eth to entry, James iv. 5. But, did we rightly confider the ftate of wicked men, we would fee greater reafon to 
pity than envy them, in the moft profpe.rous condition : Why? The profperity. of the‘fools fliall deftroy them, Prov. j. 32. It makes them ‘forget God, and turn har- 
dened and fecure in fin, which haftens their ruin. Who 
would envy a malefadtor’s going up a high ladder, and being mounted above the reft of the people, when it is 
only for a little, and in order to his Being turned over and 
hanged ? This is juft the cafe of wicked men, who arc 
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mounted up high in profperity ; for it is fo, only that 
they may be caft down deeper into deftru&iort. ObferVc that word, Pfalm xxxvii. i, 2—^Fret not thyfelf becaufe of evil-doers, neither be thou envious againft thofc that 
work iniquity ; For they'fhall foon be cut down like grafs, &c. And that word, Pfalm xcii. 7—When" the wicked fpring as the grafs, and when all the workers of 
inquity do-flourilh, i't is that they fliall be deftroyed. for- ever. It wouW be a brutiftr thing to envy an ox his high and fweet'pafturc, when he is only thereby fitted-to the day of flaughter. Who would Have envied the beafts of 
old, ’the garland and' ribbons with which the heathen a- 
dorned them when they went to be facrificed i Thefe ex- ternal ornaments of -health, wealth, pltafOres and prefer- ments,, wherewith wicked men are endowe.d, cannot make their ftate happy, nor chan’go thefr natures to the better. Whatever appearance thefe tiring* make in the eye* of the 
world, they are but like a noifome dunghill covered with fcarlet, as vile and loathfome in God's fight at ever.— How quickly is the beauty of earthly things blafted ? 
The triumphing of the wicked is Ihqrt, Job xx. 5. They live in pleafures on the earth, for a while ; but God fet* 
thetn ia fiippery places., from whence they fo'on Aide into 
perpetual pain and anguilh. They have a Ihort time of mirth, but they fhall have an eternity of mourning. . The 
longer their profperity-is; thefr fins are the greater, and their fufferings-will be more grievous. But, O believer, it is in mercy-to thee, that God doth hedge up thy way with thorns, that thoii mayeft not find th)? paths ; whilft 
he turns the wicked loofe, arid fuffers them to ftray and wander whither they will; to their eternal ruin. God 
takes this method with thee, to make you meet for an inheritance, and to prepare you for a crown of glory ; 
but he takes a contrary way with the wicked, to fit' them for deftrufition ; Therefore you ought not to be fretful 
under his hand, but thankful. We read of Queen Eliza- beth, when fhe was in prifon, how fhe envied the poor 
milkmaid Ihe saw palling by,, and would have thought herfelf happy to.have been in het.condition ; but had that 
afflidted princefs knows the glorious reign of forty-four 
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years flie was fbon to enter upon, fhe would not have re- pined at the happinefs of fo nffiaq a perfon.' But, O af- flidied believer, it is not a glorious reign fora fet number 
of years, that is provided for thee.; it is even a reign with gloriou* Chriil thy Redeemer, -for .ever and ever': And, haft thoaapy ground to be (Jifcontented or.envious ? 
Direction'vii. Guard againjl. repining Complaints and 

discontented murmuring! a gainj} the -Providence of Godf under heavy freknefs. amd affliction. 
WE fee, the mumiui'er* and complainefs are. clalTed • with thofe that wallwafter their ownlufts, Judge Ver. 16. 'I know; the people of God Ere liable'to mur- muring and impatience alfo under affii&ion ; but there i$ 
a great difference betwixt them and the wicked. I’ll have occ'afion to fpeak- of believers’ murnnirings'after- wards, when-I come to 'fpeak of their cafe in particular; 
but here ! (hall handle the fin of murmnring in general, and as it appears mainly in the unregenerate, under heavy affli&ion. 

This fin of murmuring is. the froth of impatience, and feum of difeontent? it is firftf cheriflied by repitrfng 
thoughts, and then vented by Unfciitahle-complaints and expoftulations, taxing, the adminiftj-ation ©f Providence, as if God dealt'too hard!}5 with us. Our very though'ts 
are audible with God, yea, as'loud in his" ears, as-words are in ours; but it is yet wpife, tvhen repining thoughts are not erufhed", but fuffered to break out'into word# 
tending to the difhonour pf’God. §>n7fl. But, it'ifi altogether unlawful to complain of affliction, whatever be our cafe ?" ■ 

ylufw. Humble cdrtiplaints are not murmurings, nor finful: in themfelve-s; otherwife there would be no room 
for prayer, end-for fpreading out our diftreffed cafe befoix the Lord. We find God’s children making .Complaints in afflidtion ; but then they domot complain of God, but to God, with a humble inquiry into the caufe and mean- 
ing of bis difpenfations, and laying all the blame upon 
themfelves, as did Job, chap x. -i. 2—1 will leave my 
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complaint it'pon myfelf; I will fpeak in the.bitternefs of 
my foul, I will fay u'afb God, do not condemn mi j flievv me wherefore tholi contendeft with me. Thus the blefs- 
ed Son of God himfelf did, in hi?diftrefs, when he cried. My God, my God,; why hull; thou forfakeivmc ? But there we may obferve, he complains to God, not of Qod; 
he hath not a hard word or thought of God, but expref- feth holy confidence in G-d," My God, my God; he ‘ . two wdrds of faith for one word'of fear, he humbly 

into the caiife of the difpenfation, and defires to b nr his will to God,not that God ftiOuld bring down 
his will to him—‘If it be pciffible, fays he, let this cup pa;'; ;. '.vcver, glorify thy name, provide for thy ojurn 
glory, and do' with me what thou pleafitt. In this mat- ter our h.ord doth fet himfelf as an example of* patience tortis, teaching us to bewrare of impatient murmuring and Quarrelling, with God’s providence in our affliction; 
which many times we are guilty of, either when w‘e har- bour hafd thoughts of God’s dealings, or break forth into rafli and unadvifed fpeeches; when we charge God foolifhly, and cqmplai'n either of too much feverity,as 
Ezek. xviii. 2. 25. or too long delay, as Ifa. xlix. r^/. or when our -complaints are mixed with unbelief and dif- truft, as Pfalm Jxxviii. 19. or when we complain more of 
our puniihm’ent than we do of our fin, and nothing will 
iatisfy "us but deliverance from trouble. Now to deter you from thefe'murmurings and com- plaints in’ trouble,-I (hall lay before you the following con- 

• iiderations: 
1/?. .They who deferve worfty do commonly complain , and murmur moft, and are moft ready to think that they are hardly dealt with. The unthankful Ifraelites were 

\ Hill murmuring. ’ Ambitious Abfalom was difeontented. Bloody Haman, in midft: of all his greatnefs,. cries out. 
What doth all this avail me ? But humble Jacob faith, he was not worthy of the leaft of all the mer.ei - s and truth . which God had fiiewed him. And holy Jcb biefles God, and patiently fubmits, wheu he took from bins, as well as when ne gave him. 

idly. Murmuring is a fin that God takes fpecial notice 
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of, and looks on as .an injury and affront doifc immediate- 
ly againft himfelf. Numb. xir... ty—I have heard the j murmurings/>£ the children of‘Ifraejj which they mur- ^ jnur againft me. He that.gives cars t(# the.grpans of his own Spirit, doth, alfo hear_ the grutpblings of thine,find 
will reckon with thee fort hem, 3t//y. ‘It can no wife benefit or relieve us'in.diflrefs. I mayTay of finful con\pfainfrig, (as Chriit of finful care) Which of you, by complaining, can add one cubit to Kis 5 
ftature ? What cafe 0r relief can you get by contending with God"? Nay, inftead of eafing you of your burden, 
it will make it the heavier ; as a child, thgjnore he drug- gies with his parents, he is the more beaten. The Ifrael- 
ites were once within eleven days journey of Canaan; but by their murmurings they provoked God to lead 
them forty years march in the wijdernefs before they could reach it. tfthly. Whatever be your diftrefs, there is no juft ground for complaints,'whilft .thou haft thy life fora 1 

prey. Remember that word of. the afHi&ed church, 
.Lam. iii. 39—Wherefore doth a-living man"complain;it man for the punifiirpeht of.his fin* ! A man living, a man 
upon the earth, a man out of hell,.hath -no caufe-to com- plain, whatever be his afflidlibn. For, let him compare 
hjs fin and punifhment together, he will find there is no proportion : fin is a tranfgrefiion againft the infinite God; 
punifhmcnt is but an afflidion upon'.the-finite creature : fin ftrikes at the very being of God; hut pu«ifhment on- : 
Jy at the comfort of the creature. So that whatever your punifliment be, you have more caufe to give thanks 
than to complain ; and to fay with Ezra, Thou haft pu- rnftied us lefs than «ur iniquities deferve.. It might have 
been a thaufand times worfe, if find jufti.ee bad been the 
rule : It is ©f the Lord’s mercies;we-are not confumed. $thly. When you. murmur "uud i: ficknefs, you quarrel with the meftehger of that foVercign- God, who gave you your lives, and can take .them again when-hfe thinks fit; and we know that, meffengefs ought not to be maltreat- 
ed or abufed, whatever be their commiflion, and far lefs when they are fent upon a good defign. Now, if you 
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'Confidcr the deiign of this meffenger^and his errand t® 
you, inftead of fretting and quarreling at his coming, you ought rather to blefs God that fend^ fuch a fuitable harbinger and fererunner, to tell you that death is ap- i'preaching, and that he vouchfafes to take fo much pains on you, to wean you from the world, and make you will- 

ing to be gone, by long continued trouble ; when he 
might have feizcd you in a violent manner, and driven you away by main force, without ufing any means to obtain your confent. Have not many, who were moll ■unwilling to die, at the beginning of a ficknefs, been 
brought, by the increafe and continuance of it, to be well 
•fatisfied to leave the world, and long to be with Chrift ? And was not this for their advantage ? Gfhly. Confider the g’-eat evil and finfulnefs of impa- tient murmurings, complaints and qarrelings under afflio- 
.tioa. 

i Murmuring hath in it much unbelief and diftruft of God, Pfahm cvi. 24, 25—They believed not his word, but murmured in their tents. They could not believe that the vvilderrrefs was the way to Canaan, that God 
would provide and furnrfh a table for them there, and re- lieve them in all their ftraits. So it is with us in trouble, 
we quarrel with God’s providence, becaufe we do not 'believe his promifes; we do not beliere that this can be ■conlifteiit with love, or can work for good in the end. 2. It hath in it unthankfulnefs. While we complain of one affliction, we overlook a thoufand mercies. The If- raelites murmured fo for what they had not, that they unthaukfully forgot all they had. Whereas a thankful perfon is fo far from fretting that God doth not give him ■every thing, that he wonders that God fhould give him any thing. I am lefs than the lead: of all thy mercies, 
faid Jacob ; W e are perplexed, faid Paul, but not in de- fpair : we have God to go to, which is matter of praife. 
23ut the murrnurer unthankfully overlooks all his prefent, and forgets all his former mercies j and gives not God 
thank ifor any thing. Becaufe God removes his com- forts, firs health, ftrcngtii and eafe for a time ; all the 

F 
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years he formerly enjoyed them, though moft undeferveeU ly, are quite buried in oblivion. 3. It implies much pride and felf-conceit. He that ; 

complains of God’s dealings, fecretly applauds his own I Jefervings. Only by pride comes contention- When 1 
men have a conceit of themfelves, they pick quarrels with 
God’s providence, being apt to think they dcferve better i treatment at his hands : Whereas the humble foul is fen- j! 
fible he deferves nothing but wrath, and therefore lays 
his hand oa his mouth when the Lord affii&s him. 4. It involves men into rebellion agaiuft God. When - 
God ftrikes men for fin, murmurs fly in his face, and 1 
kick againft his ftrokes, like bullocks unaccuftonaed to 
the yoke. They in fome refpeft rtfemble that defperate apoftate Julian, of whom it is written that he (hot up hi* 
darts againft heaven, when he was in diftrefs. They ful- j SI that word, Prorv. xix. 3 - The foolilhnefs of man per- verteth his way, and his heart fretteth againft the L rd. 
The repining heart boils with rage againft God at d hi* difpfcnfations, like thefe Jews when hungry and hardly | 
hieftead, Ifa. viii. 21—They (hall fret themfelves,and curfe j 
their king and their God, and look upward. 5. It imports much impenitency and unhumblednef* 
for fin ; and that we have feen little of the intrinfic evil I 
of fin ; and of our ill-defervings for it. Can we truly believe that our fins deferve hell-fire, and yet impatient- 
ly repine at ficknefs, and lefler ftrokes upon our bodies ? 

6. It includes much atheifm and blafphemy againft God, and his infinite perfe&ions in feveral refpefts : 
(1.) by our impatient murnaurings, we either virtual- ly deny that things here below are governed by God’s providence; or elfe, _ , 
{2.) We tax his providence with unrighteoufnefs in 

the management thereof; as if God did withhold from 
us wfiat is due, or inflift on us what we have not deferr- 
ed. Oh what atheifm is this } Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? May he not, upon the jufteft ground, anfwer every murmur, as Matth. xx. 13—Friend, 1 do thee no wrong ! 4 

(3./ We in effefd grafp at the fovereignty, and ufarp 
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' t!ie throne of the moil high God, and would have the ■ difpofal of things in our hands ; yea, we prefume to fum- mon God to our bar to give account of his adminiftrati- 
i on, when we take upon us to quarrel at any of his difpen- 
Ifations. Alas, we little remembered that wo is pronoun- ced againft fo doing, Ifa. xlv. 9—Wo unto him that ftri- 1 veth with his Maker; ihall the clay fay to him that fafh- 
ioneth it, What makeft thou ? or thy work, He hath no , hands f (4 ) We on the matter, take fin’s part againfl: God j 
we either juftify it, or extenuate its evil, and alledge, by our murmurings, that God is unrighteous to punifll fuch fmail fins with fuch heaver afflidions (5 ) We virtually queftion God’s power to reach us a 
a greater blow, when we enter the lifts with God, and contend with our Maker ; is it not in effed to fay, we 
know how to reduce him to our terms, or make our par- ty good againft him. (6.) We difparage his wifdom, and take upon us to be his counfellors, as if we could inftrud him better ie the management of affairs, and teach him what is fit to be 
done with his creatures. Hear what the Lord faith, Job xi. 2 Shai! he that contendeth with the Almighty, in- 
flrad him ? He that reproveth God, let him anfwcr itr Murmuring is a reproving of God, and a charging him with ill condi|d, faying, in effed, with Abfalom, There is none that takes care to order mens -affairs : O that I were king of the world! then fhould things be better or- dered than they now are. So blafphemous is the lan- 
guage of our impatient murmurings. Let us therefore be afhamed of them, and abhor ourfelves in daft and afhes for our fooliftinefs in cenfuring the adions of the only 
wife God. Shall a poor ignorant paffenger that under- ftands not the ufe of the compafs, be angry that the fkil- ful pilot will not fteer the veffel according to his pleafuref (7.) We hereby flight and undervalue the riches of 
divine goodnefs, of which we have formerly (hared, and do (till partake : Like foolifh and pettifli children, if they 
tannot have their will, or get fome things they want, da 
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prefently throw away the things which they have, lay- 
ing with unthankful Haman, All this avaikth vie nothing*. | JLtiftly, I might add, This fin hath fome refemblance | 
to hell itfelf; for there the damned do continually vex ,3 and torment themfelvea with their fretting and impatient J thoughts, which caufe them to break out in fearful rage 1 

and b’afphemy againll God. Shiejl. But how- lhall we prevent fuch difcontented i Kiurmurings ? for fometimes trouble is fa great, we can- ] 
Hot bear it patiently. Anfw. God hath given you reafon, to bear rule over paffion,and furnifhtd you with ftrong arguments to pre- \ vail againft difcontents. Why then fhould you be fo bru- jj 
tilh a; to dethrone reafon, and fuffer fenfe and paflion to 
govern in you? Are you not chriliians, and fworn to 
live according to the rules of that excellent religion l Why then do you aft fo contrary to your profeffion and 
tngag aments ? efides what I have already faid, I (hall add fome few 
remedies more, fcr the cure of this murmuring diftemper. \Jl. Look on thy murmurings as worfe than all thy 
pains and troubles- whatfoever ; thofc are but afiliftion* 
from God, but thefe are fins grievous and provoking un- 
to God. 2dly. Remember the judgments which murmuring 
hath brought down from heaven upon finners. Miriam was fmitten with le-profy for it; Dathan and Abiram 
were fwallowed up alive; fiery ferpents, plagues, and ex- clufion from Canaan, were Ifrael’s judgments for this tin, 1 Cor. x. ic—Neither murmur ye, as fome of them mur- 
mured, and were deftroyed of the dellroycr. The ar- , 
rows which murmurers ihoot againll: heaven, do foon re* i turn upon their owh heads. 

^dly. Whatever th-y fufferings are for the prefent, yet flill believe thy cafe might be worfe. The troubles that | 
light upon the body are nothing fo terrible asthofe that | light on the foul, Prov. xviii. I A wounded fpiiit who can bear ? They.~are nothing to what thy innocent Savi- our fuffered upon the crofs, yea nothing to what fome 
martyrs have endured for the truths of the gofpel. 



Afflicted Mali's Companion. 65 
^thly. Get very low thoughts of yourfelf, and a deep <enfe of ill-defervings for fin. O ! fiiould a fire-brand of bell murmur for temporal affliftions ? $thly. Be ftill examining thyfelf, rather than cenfuring 

God. Doth God feem to negleft thee, fay alas! it is moft juft ! Have not I neglected him, and given a deaf ear to his calls many a day ? 6thly. Bear in mind that thefe troubles will not laft, 
there is a great change near; either they will iflue in life or death. If life, you will be afhamed you had no more patience when lick ; if death, then if you belong to Chrift, it will give a finifhing ftroke to all troubles and complaints, and heaven will make amends for all. But if you be not in Chrift, whatever your affli&ions be now, troubles a thoufand times worfe are abiding you in ano- ther world; death will turn thy crofles into pure unmix- ed curfes ; and then, how gladly wouldeft thou return to thy former afflidled ftate, and purchafe it at any rate, were there any poflibility of fueh 3 return ? You now fly out in a paffion, and fay, you are not able to bear what 
you complain of: But confider, if you will not obedient- ly bear God’s rods now, you will then bear more, whe- ther you wifi or not; and God will make you able to bear more, when there will never be any hopes of relief. "Jllly. Study to give vent to thy forrows in a way of 
prayer and praife. An oven flopped is the more hot within ; but the breath of prayer or praife gives cafe. If we did complain more to God, we fhould complain lefs of God. What a mercy is it that you have ftill God to go to ? improve the privilege, confefs unworthinefs, and 
beg the grace of patience and fubmifiion out of Chrift’a full treafures, Be alfo praifing God for mercies receiv- ed ; and however bad thy cafe is, blefs God it is not in* 
iell, you are ip the land of hope. 

1 
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CHAPTER III. 
Containing fpccial Dire&ions to the Children of God> 

when under Sicknefs or any other affli&ion. 
Direction i. Let believers efpeel ally guard againjl faint'* tng or defponding under God’s afflicting hand. 

'HIS is an exhortation which God in a peculiar man- -iL rier dire&s unto his children, Heb- xii. 5—My fony defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him. There are two extremes 
mentioned, defpifing and fainting. I fpoke of the firft before, in Chap. II. Dire&. II. It is a duty to feel our affliction, but a fin to faint under in it- God’s people may be faint under their trials, when they fink or de* 
fpond, or give way to' fretting or repining under them- In the preceding Direction, I fpoke of the evil of mur- 
muring, in general, here I fhall fpeak of the believers* faintings in particular. 

I. I fhall inquire whence their fainting under affli&ioa doth proceed. 
II. Bring fome arguments and helps againft this evil. I. As to the firft. Whence thefe faintings in believers 

do proceed, ijl. They proceed from the grievoufnefu of their affli&ion, and the heavinefs of their burden, which 
is ready to amaze and flagger their thoughts, and fink their fpirits with fear and defpondency. Hence did the 
Pfalmift complain, Pfal- lx. 3—Thou haft fhewed thy people hard things : thou haft made us to drink the wine of aftoniftiment. And Pfalm Ixix. 2—I fink in deep 
snire, where there is no Handing ; I am comq into deep fvaters, where the floods overflow fne. 

2dly. From the fmallnefs rf their fpiritual ftrength, and particularly the weaknefs of their faith, Prov. xxiv. 
10 If thou faint in the day of adverfity, thy ftren; > is 
fmall. Whence was it that Peter fainted and h gan to fink in the waters, but from the weaknefs of, in# faith ? Matth. xiv. 30, 31. We know not our ilrength, till it 
be tried. Sometimes we have fuck a conceit of it, tk?,l 
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we think, like Peter, vvc can walk upon a Tea of trouble \ but in a little, behold, feme furprifing blall. afaultc our confidence, and then we faint, or cry out with him, PLIp, 
Lord, or elfe we perifh. Peter teclwuK.d on!v i. 'n the 
fea: but he did not think of the boifterous w’nd ; and he looked to dangers, more than to the power That was to' 
carry him through them. 

3<//jr. From their impatience of delay, when deliverance is long a coming, it is not eafy to wait God’r icilnre: and 
to keep the heart from defperate cwclnfions, Pfalm xxxi. 
22—I faid in my hafte, I am cut off from before thins eyes. 4//j/y. From the power of fatan’s temptations and furi- ous alfaults. When fatan is fet loofe in time of affliction- 
to throw in his fiery darts, the believer is ready to faint, and fay, as Pfalm Ixxvii. 8—Is his mercy clean gone for ever, &c. 

$thly. For their wearifome conflicts with a body of death and an ill heart. Thefe in time of afflidiion do add affliction to the afflifted. 
6thly. From long and great defertions. When God 

hides his face from the believer in affliction, his foul faints tinder it, as in Ifa. xliv. 14—Zion hath faid, the Lord hath forfaken me, my God hath forgotten me- 
’Ithly. From the confcioufnefs of their guilt, and ill de- 

fervings before God, upon the account of old fins, abufe of mercies, and untender walking before God, Afflicti- on doth revive old fins, as with Job, Job xiii. 26—Thou writeft bitter things againft me, and makeft me to pofiefs the fins of my youth. His old fins, and guilt of his youthful follies now revived upon him, and fat clofe to 
his confcience, which occafioned his fainting under his burden. LnJUy. Great afflictions do frequently cloud the be- liever’s graces and evidences for heaven, and difeover their 
corruptionswhereby they are made to fink under their trial They fee mere unbelief, impatience, diftrult and enmity to God in them, than they faw before : Whereby 
they are fometimes tempted to raze the foundation, and fay all their former attainments-were but delufions, aijfl 
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their prcfeflions but hypocrify. Thefe things make af» fliftions fometimes very heavy and finking to the people 
of Cod. 

II. In the next place, for preventing and helping this evil of fainting under affli&ions, let believers confider, 
ly?. TheTe heavy trials are all needful for you. Deep 

waters are not nuu-e needful to carry a Ihip into the ha- ven, than great affliftions are to carry the veffels of our fouls into the port of blifs. Strong wind and thunder ar# 
frightful, but they are neceflary to purge the air. One ef the fliarpeft calamities that ever jaefel Ifrael, was the 
Babylonifh captivity, yet even this was in mercy to them} for the Lord faith, Jcr. xxiv. 5—I have fent them out of this place, intR the land of the Chaldeans for their good'. 
Strange ! Of freemen, to be made prifoners, and that iri a flrange land among the heathen; to be removed far from their own-houfes, vineyards, friends, nay, and from 
the temple of God and his ordinances; and yet all this for their good i why ? they were hereby efiFeftually wean- 
ed and broke off from their darling fin of idolatry. ad/y. Confider, that your affliction,, however heavy it be, will foon have an end; Ifa. Ivii. 16—Fori will not 
contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth ; for the 
fpirit fflould fail before me, and the fouls which S hava made. The goldfmith will not let his gold lie any longer 
in the furnace than it is purified. The wicked have a fea of wrath to drink j but, O drooping believer, take 
comfort; you have but a cup pf affliction, which will foon be exhaufted. The time is near when all thy trials 
fhall have an end : In heaven there is no crofs, no com- plaint, no tears nor forrows for ever. Faint not, O child of God; for thefe afflictions 
are all the hell which thou fhalt have; thou haft nothing 
to fear hereafter. Judas had two hells; one in time, by terror in his confcience, another after this life, which en- dures to eternity: but all the hell a believer hath, is but 
this light affliction, which is but for a moment. 

4-t&7y. Defponding or murmuring in affliction, is evil 5n any, but in none is it fo bad as in the children of God.; 
It doth very ill become their covenants, their privileges 
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tfceir hopes. Have they refigned and given up themfelves 
and all they have to God, by a iolemn covenant, and will they fret when he difpofeth of them ? Didd thou not fay, 
O believer, in the day when thy heart was ftung with fin, and the terrors of God made thee afraid, O let me have Jefus Chriit for my Saviour and portion, and I will b« 
content, though I flxould be ftricken with boils like Job, 
or beg my bread with Lazarus ? Now, God tries thee, if thou wilt Hand to thy word: O beware of retrafting. Hath not that foul enough, who hath an all-fufficient 
God for his portion ? If God be thine in covenant, that 
comprehends all things. 

Sth/y- It doth difoompofe and unfit the foul for any duty. It is ill-failing in a ftorm, fo it is ill-praying whea 
the heart is in a ftorm of difquiet and defpondency. 6ti/y. Y^our fainting under affliftion, and carrying as if the confolations of God were fmall, is enough to ftum- 
ble others at religion, and make them call the truth of it in queftion. When they fee thofe that profefs religion, a nd have oft declared that their rejoicing is in Chrilt Je- fus as their portion, begin to fink and defpond under out- ward affli&ion, O may they not be tempted to fay, Where is the truth of religion ? Where are thofe divine fupports 
and confolations which we have often heard of? 

Lajlly. O then feek to get faith revived, and (Length- 
ened, and refolve with Job to truft-in God, though he fhould (lay you. This would be of noble life to keep the heart from finking under preffures of affliction, as the Pfalmift found it to his fweet experience Pfalm xxrii. 
13—I had fainted unlefs I h id believed to fee the good- neis of the Lord" in the land cf the living. 

III. 1 come to anfwer fome objedlions or excufes of fainting believers, which they do commonly alledge as 
the ground of their difcouragement in their afflifiions. fiLjetf. I. “ O (faith one) my afflictions are not ordi- nary: they are fore preffures I lie underh and of various 
kinds too.” ytnfvj. 1. O believer, God liath taken the ordering of your lot in his own hand, and he knows what is fitted for you. Should a man be left to carve out his own pop. 
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tion, it would foon appear he would be his own greatc® 
enemy. We would all be for the dainties of pleafure and profperity, which would not be for our foul’s health ; as children think green fruit the beft diet, becaufe they 
plcal'e their tafte; but their parents are wife* to keep then* from them. 

2dly. God may fee that you hare many and ftrong lufts to be fubdued, and that you need many and fore af- flidfions to bring you down. Yoor pride and obftinacy 
ofheart may be ftrong, your diftempers deeply rooted, and therefore the phyfic muft be proportioned to them ; 
as with the Ifraelites, Pfalm cvii. u, 12—Becaufe they 
rebelled againft the words of God, and contemned the counfels of the Moil High ; therefore he brought 
down their heart with labour. O belierer, your God and Father, that hath the mixing of your cup and por- tion, is a wife and ikilfu! phylician, who knows your con- ftitution and your need, 1 Pet. i. 6—If need be you arc in heavinefs through manifold temptations. And as he 
know’s your need, fo he underftands your ftrength, 1 Cor. ■x. 13—Faithful is he, that will not fuffer you to be tempted above what you are able. ^dly. God fends great and fore troubles, that you 
may have the more experience of God’s w'ifdom and mer- 
cy in your fupport and deliverance, Pfalm Ixxii. 20— Thou which haft {hewed me great and fore troubles, {hall quicken and bring me up again from the depths of 
the earth.. 

Objctl. II. “ But (faith another) my afflielion is lingu- lar ; there was never any in my condition.” Anfiu. \Jl. It is very ordinary for every man in great 
diftrefs, to reckon his cafe Angular, bccaufe he feels beft what is nearelt himfelf, but is a ftranger to what his neighbour feels. 

•idly. This fuggeftion is one of fatan’s dtti'ices, that he may tempt a j:d of God to quellion his Father’s love; 
but he is a liar and not to be credited in what he faith : For others of your brethren have been afflicted in the 
lame kind and degree,if not woife, 1 Peter, v. 9—-Know- 
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ing that the fame affli&ions are accompJifhed in your bre- thren that are in the world. 3<//y. Whatever your cafe be, you muft own your fuf- 

. fierings are not fo great as your fins. The trials of God’« * people in Babylon were lingular; yet Ezra owns, Ezra i jx. i 3—Thou haft punilhed us lefs than our iniquities de- 
ferve. If our provoked Judge lhall in his clemency fend 
ns to Babylon mftead of hell, we have no caufe to com- 

, plain. j^thly. But, O child of God, however thou complaiirs aft of the Angularity of afflictions now, all fuch complaints will be taken out of thy mouth ere long, and that time is near when thou (halt be made to wonder at the wiidom of I God in guiding fo many fons and daughters to glory, through fuch a variety of trials, extreiies, afflictions, and temptations, and made to fay as thofe in Mark vii. 37—* 
He hath done all things well. Objca. III. “ But, faith o«e, my affiiftion is long con- tinued, and I fee no out-gate ; and how can I but faint 
tinder it ?” 

Anfw. \Jl. It is not fo long as your fins deferve ; fop 
j in juftice it might be for ever, it might be, the worm that h never dieth and the fire that is never quenched.. idly. Your fufferings on earth are not fo long as youf 

reward in heaven, Rom. viii. 18—For I reckon that the ■, fuffetings of the prefent time, are not worthy to be com- pared with the glory which (hall be revealed in us. $dly. No length or continuance of affli&ion here fliould hinder a believer’s comfort, if we take a view of our head : and pattern Jefus Chrift. How long did his affliaio/t* 
continue ! No end was put to them, till he cried with a i loud voice, and gave up the ghoft. Though he was the Son of God,yet from the hour of his birth to the moment 
of his death, from his manger to his crofs, his affliaions ftill increafed and he ended his days in the midft of them. 
Now, Chrift is the head of the church, and your great re- 
prefentative, O believers, into a conformity with whom you are predeftinated : be content then to be like your 
head and pattern, to have no cafe or reft from affliaions, 
lill yow lie down in the grave; it is “ there the wicked 
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ceafe from troubling, and there the weary be at reft,’* 'Job hi. 17. 

^thly. Remember that your affliftions are a part of Chriit’s c.rofs, which your loving Redeemer hath contri- 
ved for your good, and hath appointed you to take up |s and bear with him. Now love to Chrift ftiould keep you j 
from wearying to bear off a part of Chrift’s crofs, efpeci* j ally when he himfelf bears the heavieft end of it, nay, 1 
bears you and your crofs both. It is laid of Jacob, j 
Gen. xxix. 20, that he ferved feven years for Rachel, '1 and they feemed to him ban a few days, for the love he | had to her. And, (hall we not endure a few years afflic- I tion for our Lord Jefus Chrift, who lived a life of for- | 
rows, and died a curfed death for our fakes? Had we ;j 
more love to Chrift, his crofs would not be fo tedious to us. ^th!y. Should it not be good ne ws to thee, that there ; 
Js a deliverance for thee at death from all thy troubles, • J and that this time is haftening and very near ? Be not m 
anxious for an outgate here \n time, for that favours too I much of unbelief and love to' the world. Doth it not j feem to fay, that you would be better content t^be turn- | 
ed, back again to the ftormy tumultuous fea of this world, "< than to be fafely landed at your reft above ? That you ' would be gladder of a few temporal mercies on earth, than 
to enter upon your eternal inheritance with Chrift ? Objett. IV. “ No wonder (faith one) that I faint un- | der my affliction, for I want thefe confolations and fup- ; 
ports which God ufeth to referve for afflifted faints.” , jinfw. \J1. If God be presently chaftening you for .] your fins, you muft be content to feel the bitternefs of ! 
fin, before you can tafte of the fweetnefs of God’s confo- j lations. idly. Can you fay that your affliCHons have duly hum- 
bled you, and fitted you for comfort ? Have tht-y yet ! 
brought you to a willingnefs to quit and renounce ail your 
beloved fins, and even to part with all your earthly en- 1 

joyments and comforts at God’s call, and be content with God in Chrift alone for your happinefs and portion ? If 
this be not done, your »ffliaioH8 have not had their d*« 
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i effcft, to prepare you for comfort, and till then you can- ( not expeft it. You are in the hands of a' wife and fkilful [ phyfieian, who will not too h#ily heal ahd bind up your 
; fores, fo as to let them fpoil and fefter at’ the botto.m • $dly. Though you have no fenfxble confolatiorts from i God in-your prefent trials, yet you muft Hill labour to 
1 keep in the way of duty, and live by faith on his promi- P' fes. ' Believe firmly that God is good to them that love 
| him, and that there js .forgivenefs with-him to the peni- t tent fmner. Ahd if all ftars withdraw their light whilll ] yqu'are in God’s way, then afftfrc yourfelfthe fun is near. 
;j the arifing. • * I Qbjtd. V. S' But my affidion is fiich, that it difables I me from, duty, and makes me ufelefs and unprofitable; i and this makes me faint under my burden.” 

ylnfw. iji. _God fends afflidions never fo unfit,’but to l, quicken you for the performance of duty ; to make you 
i repent’more thoroughly, pr^ymiore fervently, flee to 

|: Chrift more earheftly,.and mind heaven more intenfely. * idbj. If it be your duty to others that yourafflidion 
incapacitates you for, tHen remember, if God in his pro- vidence difable you for that,.it is no longer a duty incum- bent on.you, and you muft not grudge if God take you off, dnd put others .in your room. God is a free and fo- vereign agent, and will be tied to no mean or inftrumCnt 
whatfomever for carrying on his work. 

j Direction h. Let all the children of God he exemplary in patience and fuhmffion, to God, under iheir afflic- tion. 
, "T TREATED of patience, arid gave fome motives and JL helps to it, to all afflided perfons in general, Chap. 

' II. Dired. V. But here I fhall bring fome fpecial argu- 
ment. to- Chriftian patience arid fubmifijon proper for be- , lievers. You that God hath done fo* much for beyond others, ought to fliine-in this grace of patience,, and be examples to others for it, when God chaftens you, though with very fore afflidion. 

\Jt. Study patience under afflidion ; for it is the com- 
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man path and beaten road to heaven, that all the faints 
have trod, who hare gone thither before you. Behold ' 
the print of the feot-fteps of all the cloud of witneffes in this road ’; and. wbuld ye be fingulaj;, and choofe-a way , ©f your own ? 'When God folemnly renewed his covenant j with Abraham, and he had prepared the facrifice,.where- 
by it was to be ratified and confirmed,’God made a fmo- j king furnace to pafs betwixt the pieces of the facrifice, | Gen. xv. 17. to let him know that therp was a furnace • 
of affliftion attending the covenant of grace and peace, | and all that entered thereto. God has. appointed that all 
the Hones of this fpiritual and heavenly builditg fhall be j hewed and polifhed by afflidljon here ; and we are not 
to think that God’s ordinary way wifi be changed for us. j 
We mull; not think to walk on rofes, when fo many wor- thies have marched through briars and thorns to heaven. 

2dly- Confider, that the greateft aiHidiions you meet 1 

with are confiftent with jhelove of God, nay, fpring from 
his love to you. Every fahdlified rod is a gift and roy- ; 
al donation fent by the hand of God to you, Phil. i. 29— 
To you it is given, in’ behalf of Ghrift, not only to believe on him, but alfo to fuffer for his fake. Now furely, if 
we looked on the crofs as a gift, an honour, an. advantage, and blefiing, we would bear if patiently, Pfalm xciv. 12, Blelfed is the man whom thou chalieneft, O Lord. O believer, thy temporal crofs comes from the fame love 
that thy eternal crown comes from, according to Rev. 
iii.’ 19, 21; Men will not take pains to corfeft Hubborn fervants, but will turn them out of doors; but love con- ftrains them to chaltife their fons. God out of hatred , 
lets many a finner go unpunilhed in this world : for, why ihoiild he prune or drefs the tree which he intends for the j 
fire ; the malefaAor efcapes fcourging that is condemned 
to the gallows, Job xxi. 3—The wicked is.referved to 
the day of.deftni&ion ; they fhall be brought forth to the ; day of wrath. But it is far otherwife with the chifdreH 
of God. That is a ftrange word which Job hath, Job 17, 18—What is man that thou fliouldeft magnify 
him ; and that thou fliouldeft fet thine heart upon, him : 
A:.d that thou ftiouldeft vifit him every morning, and t«&y 
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1 him every mo-rhent?. Now, if compefre this place with , others in the context,we will fee_'hovvhe acknowledgeth that the moft overwhelming dillfefs proceeds from' the ' love and. care of God, yea, from his fixing his heart on him,'.to magnify him, and do him good ; . and that for 

this end^he doth chaften him every morning, and try him every moment; and that with fuch afflidions as for the prefent are- Co far from being joyous,- as that they give the foul no reft, but even make the fnan weary of his life-; as fie'expreffeth what effeds his afllidion had on 
himfelf,. Yea, it .may be obferved in the Providence of God from the foundation of the world, tha.t fhofe who 
have-had moft afflidious have had thoft grace, and the 1 moft’eminent teftimonies of acceptance with Go^. Jefus 
Chrift the Son of God,^had the tndft afflidl.ons of any-; and yet-thf Father always loved him^ Ind was well plead- ed with'him-1 

jd/y. Cdnfitier the bright examples of patience which God.fets before you in his word, fiefides that of his dear fon, tliq.Lord.Jafus Chrift, bf which I (poke before; 
jconfid.erthe .patience df JobV ^en he was ftript of all earthly comforts, and. laid under the jjreateft afftidions, yet-be .‘calmly falls ^own-and w6rftiijj(B God, Job i.2[. a]jd faid—Naked carng I oyt of.jny mother’s womb, and 
naked^'ftiall I return ; 'Fhe Lord gave, and the Cord.hath taken .’away,- blejfed be the ^name of the Lord. In all this Job finned neft, nor tharged God foolifhly.' Confi- der..the. patience of David, when he‘was driven from his throne, from his tioufe, and'from' Cod’s fandijary, and all this by his o\yn fon yet how fpbmiffive i's he to Cod ? 2 Sam. xy. 26—Behold, here am I, let him do to me as t' feemeth'good to him. Aiu! when Shimei curfed him, 

j and threw ftonqs^t hiny, lie-patiently bore it, and'v.-ould ' fuffer no harnvto-be done him for it, faying, as in 2 Sam. xvi. 11—Let him alone, and. let bim c'urfe, for the Lord hath bidden him. Coufider the patience of holy Eli, when, though he heard fuch news as like a fridden clap of thunder made the ears of fuch as heard it, to tingle, and thyir hearts to tremh' -, yet he calmly and quietly 
fubrnitted to it, i Sam. iii. i8—It i the Lor3J let him 
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do what feemeth him good. He doth not fly in Godfa face in a pafiion, but. falls down at his feet in a humble fubmiflion. Obferve aWb the wonderful patience of Aa- 
ron, when God afth&ed him very fore he is filent arid fub- 
miflive under the Lord’s hand. Lev. x. 3—And Aaron held'his peace. If we confider the'greatnefs of the pu- 
nilhment, w'e will fee the more caufe to cominend the greatnefs of his patience. 1. Aaron loft his children ; 
not his eftate or worldly fubftance, but his children, thefe are a' part of a man’s bowels ; other earthly Ioffes 
are not comparable to this; therefore, it was that fatan, that cunning enemy, referWd the lofs of Job’s children 'to' the laft 'onfet, as his great mafter-piece and flwpeft attack. How fadly did Rachel lament and weep for her children 1 Matth. ii. 18—Aaron held his peace. 2. 
Aaron loft his two fpns at once‘. . How pathetically did David bewail the lofs ofbne fon, 2 Sam. xviii.' 33—O my fon Abfalomr, my fon^ my fon, &c. yet Aaron loft both ! 
his fons together, and faith not one word ; He held his , peace. Aarondoft .them by a fudden death, pf which j he had no warning.: . Sicknefs ufually prepares men for 
the flroke that i^coming'by death ; but Aaron met.with a furprifing blow, yet he held his peace. 4. Aaron’s fons 
were not taken away by an ordinary ftroke of God’s | hand, but by an extraordinary fupenratiiral rfid; for it is 
faid —There went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord, Lev. x. 2. He loft 
them in fuch a.manner as might fpeak forth God’s anger; now, a religious father-had rather Joofe all his children in 
the favour of God, than one child - in his anger; yet, whatever were the bitter ingredients of.this cup, A^ron , was not impatient againft God that mixed ft for him, but 
held His peace, becaufe God did jt. tyhly. To engage you to patience under your trials, do 
but confpare your cafeWith that of others. Do not fay there, is none affti&ed as you are ; for there are many far deeper plunged in the waters of Mara than you are ; fome 
are ftill upon the rack and fpend their whole days and 
years in continual fighting and ftruggling ; as in Plalm xxxi. ic—My life is fpent with grief and my years with 
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jj fighing. Have you fore diftrefs. in your bodies ? others 
A have grievous wounds in their fouls. Do you bear the w wrath of man ? othe'rs bear the yvrath pf God. You have d but one Angle trial, others-have many twilled together. 5 Some,are ftript-of all comforts, you have comfort ftill re- n maming. You may have had many fad things .in y-our. I trial, but you have -not ground as yet to complain as the I .Pfalmill doth, Pfalm xlii. 7—All thy Yraves and thy 9 billows are gone over me. Take a* view of what the 
S Son of God, what the apoftles, and wha^ the martyrs * other worthies, have endured. They had trial i>t' cruel t mockings, fcourgings, bonds and imprifonmehts : They r, wandered in defarts, in mountains, and in dens and cave* 
:> of the earth, being deftitute, affli&ed, tormented. They V Were tempted, they were crucified, ftoned to death,fawn ii afunder, flain with tl\e fword, &c. And yet how well 
j', did they take with the cro.fs i faith-Paul—We glory in |; ■.tribulation, Rom. v. 2. And what faith James i James ti i. 2—My'brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into di- 1 vers temptations. As if he had faid, Rejoice aye more is and more, that you are afflifted: .God is magnifying you, ' B he is vifiting you, doing you good, taking the more pains 
|| on you’, and fitting you for glory.' * 

5*My. The cbnfideration of God’s former mercies and | kindneflesto you, fhould engage you to patience ip trou- 
ble, and make you bltilh to take any thing .ill out of 
God's hand. Thus* Job taught his impatient wife, Job j| ii. 1 o—What ? fhall we receive good at the hand of God,, and fliall we not receive evil? O believer, let not thy 
affli&ions caufc thee to bury -thy mercies in ojlivion.  Has not God brought thee from fatan’s family, and put you among his children ; and will you forget,to underva- 1 lue that hour ? Hath ‘he (truck off thy fetters, taken off , thy prlfon-garments, and fet.you at liberty; and will you be unthankful? Hath he given thee Chrilt for thy trea- fure and portion, and entitled you to his unfearchable riches; and will you be difcontented ? hath he given you the graces of his fpirit, which are more precious than ru- j bies; and will you quarrel when he fmites in fome out- 

| ward things ? hath he made you an heir of glory, and pro- 
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vided eternal manfions . abave for you; and will you be fretful for want of fome trifles here ? The view Mofes - had of the recompence of reward in' heaven, caufed him 
to choofe to fufifer. affliction patiently with the people of | 
God. 

(>lhly. The time gf affliCtion is ufually God’s gracious j trying feafon with his people, io the time of their rarelt ‘^j 
comforts and-lVeeteft foretaftes of heaven, according to z Cor. i. 5. Paul and Silas did never ling'more joyfully I 
than when they^were laid inrthe inner prifon, with their j backs tbrn with fcourges, and their feet fall in the Hocks, | 
ACts xvi. 24. And when was it that Jacob faw. the an- gels of God afeending and defeendirig upon the ladder 
that reached' betwixt heaven and earth, but at the time when he was in a deftitute cafe, forced to lie in the open 
held, having no canopy but the heaiiens,and no pillow but 
d Hone ? When was'it that the three children faw Chrifi; in the likenefs of the Son of Man, walking with them, but when they were in the furnace, and when it Was hot- ter than ordinary ? When was it that Ezekiel had a vili- 
qn of God, but when fitting folitary. by the river Chebar in the land of h>s captivity ? When was it that John got j 
a glorious vifion of Chrift,- but when he was an "exile in J 
the ille of Patmos ? And, when was it that Stephen faw the heavens opened, and Chrift Handing at the right Hand of God pleading for him, but when they were Honing and bruiling him to death ? So that the moft remarkable ex- periences of God’s kindnefs, that believers get in this 
world, have been traced to the time of affliftion : the con- lideration.whereof Ihould movs every chriftian to wait on ; 
the Lord, and bear his erdfs with patience. ^tbly. When you are helped to cjiriftian patience and fubmiHion under God’s hand, it doth contribute much to 
the credit of religion, and to the conviction of the world, 1 that there is a certain reality m the truths of the gofpel, 
and a great e'fficacy in the grace of God, which bears 
you up, and carries you through, beyond the ftrength of nature. | Lajly. O believer, bear up with patience under the 
erofs, for thou haft not long'to bear it. God’s wrath oa 
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f the church abideth but for a moment, yea, a little moment, [ Ifa. xxvi. .20-—Come, my people, enter-thou into thy 
i chambers, and Hint thy doors about thee, hide thyfelf as ■ it were-for a little moment, until the indignation -be over- 

paft. Surely a moment, a little moment, which is the Imalleft part of time, will foon be over ; and wilt thou not 
i have patience fora moment? The Pfalmift fupported 
; himfelf with this-coiilideration, Pfalm ciii. 9—He will notalways chide, neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

Tta time of indignation will: foon be overpaft and the time.of confsl&tion will fucceed. O believer, the end of all’thy trials is near,'think on it, and look for it. Is it 
bodily pain or ficknefs that is thy affli&idn? then confider > .the end of it will b,e either life or death ; if death, then what thou fuffereft is the laft brunt, bear it patiently. 

( Thefe enemies you .now fee, you will fee them again no i; more. In the manfions above there is no pain nor crying ; the.inhabitauts there fliall never fay they are fick ; and 
i: one hour with them will make thee forget a l thy moi^en- i: tary affiifttons, If the iflue •fhall be life, you will be j! alhamed, when well, that you ho more patience j whilft fick. I fhall clofe this direftioh with.the words of the apof- tle James, James v. 10—Take, my brethren, the pro- phets,who have fpoksn' in the nanie of the Lord, for an 

example of fuffering affliftion, and of patience. Behold | wd count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the pat ience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord, I that the Lord is very pitiful, -and of fender mercy. . 
Direction in. Let believers be much employe’d in the 

( praifes of God, 'while they are -under ajflifiion, by pei- ne fs or other<wife.. 
AS we fhould blefs the Lord at all times, and keep up good thoughts of God pn every occafion, fo gfpei- 
ally in the time «f affliction. Hence we are commanded to glorify the Lord in the fires, Ifa. xxiv, 15. And this the three children did in the hotteft furnace. So Job 
bleffed God when he had taken away his greateft com" 
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forts, Job i. 21. And this is agreeable to that command, 
I TheflV v. i8-i-Tn every thing give thanks. I grant in- deed we cannot give thanks.for affli&ion, as afflifton, but 
either as it is the means of fome ,good to ns, or as the gracious hand of God is fome way remarkable therein to- wards us. In this refpeft there is no condition on this , fide of hell, but we have caufe to praife God in, even in ^ 
the greateft: calamities: Hence it was that David, when he Tpeaks of his affli&ion, Pfalm cxix. 67, adds prefent- ly—Thou art good and.doft.good. And he declares, 
ver. 65—Thou haft dealt well with thy fervant, O Lord, according unto thy word. Hence Paul and Silas praifed 
God when .they were fcourged and imptifoned. 

Well then, O believer, obey the cojnmatnd of thy God, and imitate his worthies, by praiiing God under thy af- fliction. 1. This praiftice would be very pleaTant and 
acceptable to God ; for as mufic is.fweeteft on the wa- ters, fo praife is moft agreeable.to God* from an affliCtcd . foul on the Waters of trouble. -It is a fign of a noble and generous fpirit, 'to flag the praifes of God’s goodriefs, l while his hand is' afflicting us. Diftrefs and danger will make the wickedeft.to pray ; but it is a principle of love | 
and gratitude that makes tlje foul to praife. 2. It would bring credit to religion,-to fee /aints thankful and praifr ing God under the Crofs; it would make people fay, 1 

furely they find fweetnefs in God and his ways, that we 
fee not; they have meat to eat that the world knows hot 
of. And this would invite -ftrangers to come and try a i religious life- Thfc joyful praifes of.the martyrs at the 1 

flakes, and in the flames, made people go home with love 
to religion in their hearts-- 3. If the ifiue of your af- fliction fhould be death, this employment of praife would 
be a fweet preparative to fit and difpofe you for the.work 
of heaven, life yourfelf much to this heavenly life, and be oft'trying to ling the fong of Mpfes and the Lamb in time of fickngfs and trouble ; and this would fweeten 
the thoughts of death, and make yoti incline to be there, where praife is their conftant work. ^ucjl. What fliould be the fubjeCt of a believer’® 
thankfgivfng -and praife under a&itiion ? 
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Anfw. He hath manifold grounds of praife: as—\Jl. U Upon the account of God’s mercies to him throiigh the d by-paft: part of his life. His mercies to thee, O believer, I cannot.be numbered; compare thy mercies with thy croffes, and thou wilt foon fee thy receivings are far greater than thy fufferings. Thou haft had many days 

of plenty for one day. of fcarcity, many days of liberty for one day of ftraits, many days of health for one day of ficknefs. And are not .thefe to be remembered witly praife ? idlf. And more particularly, in thy greateft afflidfiJUl thou haft ground to praife God, O believer, thou waft 
born in a land of light, where thou hadft the means of conVerfion to God, and acquaintance with Jefus.Chrift ; and efpe'cially, that God of his free grace made thefe means effeftuaJ to work a faving change on you, when others were paffed by. Is not this matter of pcaife, that 

.he opened.your eyes, humbled your foul, and-renewed your heart ? that he gave you Chrift, forgave your fins, and adopted you into his family, and made you an heir of heaven ? Oh ! what a fad cafe wouldit be, if yoii were 
yet in your fins, and in the bondage of Satan ; if you had converfion work to begin to, if you had’.your faith and 
juftification and.intereft-in Chrift all to feek, and all your preparations for heaven to make : if you had all this to 
db with a fick and pained body, and a difordered mind that cannot command one fettled thought with the ter- rible view of .death and eternity before your eyes. This is the cafe that God in juftice might have left you to.—- Weir then, ought you not to praife God, that fent his .Holy Spirit in time to determine your heart to clofe with 

|| Chrift, and be reconciled to that God you are fhortly to appear before} and that thek fins, which now would ! have been your tenor are all forgiven and 'walhed away, through the blood of jefus Chrift. $dly. Is it not matter of praife in thy greateft trouble, 
that tliou haft a great High Prieft, that is piaffed into the heavens, to provide a manfion with the Father for thee, and to receive thy foul when feparated from the body ? that, where he is, there you may be alfo ! 
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\thly. YVu Fiave catife to blefs God, tbathe fend§ fuch fuitablc harbmgers, as lickncfs and trouble, to tell you :, 

that death is approaching, and that he fhould tajce’fuch ' 
pains-oityou to weau you frofn the wbrltf, and make you 1 willihg to be gone. Many of God’s people , that have I, been; averfe’to dying at the beginning of a lipkiTefs, by the -ihcreafe and continuance of k, have •been-brOught to I 
be well fatisfied to depart that they may be vvithi.Chrift. u, 5//j/y. You have ground to'blefs God for timing your I 

^ffliftions fp well, that he lent them not till he favv ybu j Wood in need of them ; he favv a need for them, as i Peter, i. 6. and he would not let you want what was needful. ‘ . 
bthly. You ought to praffe God, that he, mitigates |i your trials, and proportions your burden for ypur back, , 

that when he takes a rod to you, he hath hot made it a fcorpion; that when he.deprived you of one,.comfort and 
enjoyment, he did not ftrip yot of” all, .and leavb ybu wholly'comfortlefs; that. when you fuffer in oft.e thing, he hath Wot made'you to fuflfer inf very thing, in foul, bodyj ellate, relations, and altogether ; that ihHea'd of I affltcfing you for a few days, he hath;not mad£ your j whole life a fcene'of miferyand affliftidn. Blef^ God that he punifheth you lefs., imfpeakably lefs, than your;iniqui- • ties deferve ; that yoftr fick -bed is not in hell, your fever is not everlailihg burnings, your pain is not the gnawjhg 
of the worm that'nevtr dietli. Ithly. You have eaufe to jiraife^God, that your af ic- 
tioa is not-fo great as that of fpme ofliers,and evert of 
fome that were Very dear to God, and had not. grieved him fd much as you have done. Remerdhfr the-trials that fomehave- endured, of “ whom the world was not worthy/’ which I mestioned before as recorded Heb. xi. 
Yours are .nothing to theirs, nothing to Job’s, that emi- nent fervant of God. Obfeiye the difference with thankf- j giving and praife. 

'thly. Y<ui havefreafon to bl«fs God for the llrength | and fuppott he hpth given you under amidtion. You would l0(vn fink and fuccumb under a fmall burden, if he j 
did not fupport you by his grace ; but, when he bears 
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you up, the heavieft trial (hall not fink you. Have you not met with, fpme affliftions, you have thought, at a di-f- tan€e you would never have been able 'to bear up under them ? yet, when they have dorrte, you have .found them 
light and portable, by reafon of the ftrength God hath beilowed on you. tyhly* You have ground of thankfgiving that the mer- cies and bleflings which God hath, continued with you, are far greater than thofe he .hath taken'from you; for though he hath taken this, and that temporal blelfing from yvu, yet he hpth not taken Chrift from you, nor- his holy Spirit from you; he hath not feparated you from 
his love, nor put you off from all hopes of heaven. How- ever great your trials bp, yet ftill- there is a mixture of mercy in your lot, which ftiould be matter of praife. Ltiftly. You have caufe, O believer, to blefs God, that 
all the afflictions he brings on ypu are in _ love, and for’ I your profit. All his ways ai'e mercy and truth to you. If he fmile, it Ls in mercy ; and if he/mite, it is in mer- 
cy. God may change his difpenfations, but his heart is ftilltowards them, and the-cords.where with hefcourg- 
eth them,..are cosds of love. Their profit is the great thing, he aitns at, in all'their chaftifements, Heb. xii. ib. He defiga? thereby to reclaim them from their wander- . ings, cut off provifipns for their lulls, make them pant and long for ? better Hate, and caufe them to “mend their pace toward.it. Hence David faith-—It is good for me that I was arfflifted : For beforeT was afflifted, F went 
aftray,.now I have learned to keep thy word, Pialm cxix. 67,,7i. From all which it appears you have ma- nifold grounds of praife, even in the time of afflidlion. 
Direction iv. Let the children of God, nvhen vtfud. 

with ftcknefs. Jet about aBudl preparation for death 
and eternity. 

E'VERY believer hath his main work done, and isaJ- vvays in a gracious Hate, by reafon of his union with 
I Jefus Chrift, his reconciliation with God, through the 1 merit of his blood, and the uaiverfal change that is 
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wrought in him by regenerating and" fandiifying ^race; upon which aeGOunt every child,of God bath habitual ’ preparation for meetin'g with death. Yet Becjufe fre- 
quently, when lieknefs cometh, there are many things out of order with them, that make death frightful and unde- firable, tlrey mnft fet about actual preparation for death, 
and feek to', have their foul* made ready for the bride- groom’s comiiig. And here I lhall shew wherein this ac- 
tual readinefs 'of belie vets dotb-confift, which fhonld be their propef work .and exercise-ih: time of ficknefs, efpe- 
cially when ficknefs is lingering, and doth not defl,roy the ufeof jreafon. But beware of thinking that this fliould be delayed till"ficknefscome: No, no, the time of health 
is the main working feafon, and all .fhould-be then by-hand 
as far as poflible. But, feeing even the-belt,generally find much to do at the very laft, I ihall give, the follow- 
ing advices for,your actual preparation. ijl. Seeing ficjcnefs' is a mean ‘appointed of God for his people’s good, ^nd. particularly for .fitting them for a better world ; labour earneftly ty reap the%enefit of fick- 
nefs, feek God’s L]efli*ig upon.it, that thereby yop may be helped to difcover more of the evil of fin, that you may 
hate and abhor it the more, and that you may fee the 
more effedlually the vantt/and vexation of the worldrand get your heart Iqofe’d from‘all the.things of time, and brought to a willingnefs.to be difiblved", that you may be with Chrift. 

2dly '. Seeing the. time- of ficknefs and death is the time of yo'ur greateft need, beg earnefily of &bd, for your Re- deemer’s fake, fuch-.fpecial afiiftance, ipfluendes .and ope- rations .of his holy.fpirrt, as he knows needful for you m 
your prefen't low and weak condition 4n order to carry on and complete youi;a£lual readinefs for meeting with him- felf at death, and entering into the invifible world,-and being fixed unalterably in your everlafting (late. ^dly. Renew the exercife of. repentance2 and of faith 
in the blood of Chrift;,, for removing all grounds of quarrel and controverfy betwixt God and your foul. And in 
order thereto, review your pad; life, and look into your 
heart alfo, and. fcarch gut every predominant fin and idol 



Afflicted Men's Companion. 85 
» ©f jealoufy ; for if there be any iniquity regarded in your (J heart, and unrepented of by you, it may occafion no little anguilh and bittenefs of fpirit in a dying hour. Well, 

i when thou haft difeovered fin, humbly confefs and : bewail it before the Lord, and afk forgivnefs for it thro’ 
: the blood of Jefus Chrift the Son of God, which cleans- , eth from all fin. Yea, make confeffion of all. thy fins, and 

particularly refleft upon the fountain and fpring of them, 
, thy originalJin. Know the plague of thine own heart, and mourn over it, mourn forthe lofs and mis fpend- 
; ing of much precious time. Mourn for the unprofitable- nefs of thy life. Now when the ax is laid to the root of 

i the tree by ficknefs, it is high time to mourn for your unfruitfulnefs under the means of grace and waterings ■ of the holy Spirit. Mourn for your finning againft foch 
I light and love as have been many days displayed m you Ij in the glorious gofpel. And, in a fpbeial manner, mourn I* for your fins of omiffion, which commoaly are but little H minded by us. Thus mourn for all thy fins, till thou | doll water thy couch with tears. It is moft fuitable that 
|| death fliould find every man, even every child of God, in 
| the exercife of mourning and repentance: for they that | thus fow in tears fhall eternally reap in joy. But lee that 
H your tears run much in the gofpel channel, and flow from || the believing views of a crucified Chrift, whom you have 

pierced by your fins. And in the midft of your mourn- ing, be Hill aiming to take faith’s grips of the clefts of this rock, for fheltering thy foul from the guilt ef by pall 
fins ; fay, “Lord Jefus, I have no refuge but thy wounds, no fountain but thy blood, no covert but thy righteouf- 
nefs. And feeing thou freely makeft offer of thy merits 

' for my proteftion and inviteft even the chief of finners to 
i come unto thee, faying. Look unto me, and be yefaved; Lord, I embrace the offer, and flee to thee to cover me.” ' O believer do this, not once or twice, but do it a hundred ^ times over : do it as long as thou baft breath to draw in 

the world. Be ftill breathing to the very laft, after a 
crucified Jefus for relief againft the guilt of fin, whi«h j thou art always contracting ; and wilt be till the earthly | Iioufe of this tabernacle be diflblved. 

H 
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^thly. In order to your adlual readinefs to go forth to meet the bridegroom, when coming to you by death, you , 

muft do as the wife virgins, Matth. xxv. 7 “ Arife ' | and trim your lamps.” As it is not enough to have a 
fair lamp of a profeffion, fo it is not fufficient to have only •! the oil of grace in the lamp; nay, or to have it burning in fome degree. There is more requifite at this time, ‘"3 
that the foul may be a&ually ready ; the lamp muft be j 
trimmed, which imports, ijl A fupplying it with more oil; \ I 
you muft feek to have your grace increafed, to have new - j degrees, new ftrength, and new fupplies of grace given 1 
you from God, to fit you for thelaft conflict with your I fpiritual enemies, and efpecially the laft enemy death. 1 
zdly It imports a ftirring up of the oil, and railing the ■ 
wick fome higher: So there muft be an exhortation of ; 
grace, which may be in alow declining condition: you muft endeavour to ftirand raife it up to a more lively ex- crcife,and more elevated a£b. Stir up the gift that is in thee: 
make the oil burn clear and Ihine bright. Bring faith, love, t repentauce and holy defires, to a lively exercife. $d/y, j|i 
This trimming imports the cleanfing of the lamp, by taking away the dead alhes that hinder the light, or pre- ' 
vent its burning fo clearly as otherwife it would. So you ! 
muft labour to take away the dead alhes of corruption, j 
.that hinder the Ihining of grace : remove all unbelief, earthlinefs, deadnefs, felf, and formality, and whatever elfe 
doth fupprefs the exercife of faith, love, and heavenly mindednefs: let all thefe dead alhes be fnuffed away by repentance and mortification. As you ought to ftrive ) 
earneftly againft all thele heart-evils in time of health, fo j how labour to give them a dead ftroke when death’s har- 
binger gives you a fummons. Sthly, Be diligent ingathering and fumming up all your evidences for heaven and eternal fife, that fo you may not 
venture into the dark valley at an uncertainty. The com- j 
fort of dying will much depend on the clenrnefs of your j evidences; it is therefore your wifdom to examine them i 
carefully, and fee if you can fay, “ I know in whom I have 
believed; I have confented with my foul to the method of 
falvation laid down in the covenant of grace. I am defirous 
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i!that the glory of it fliould be eternally afcribed to the 

i free grace of God, and the creature be wholly abafed in dihis fight, 1 have chofen God for my portion, and Chrift 
tfibr my only Saviour: and thehappinefs which I aim at is, )to enjoy God in Chrift for ever. And, in order thereto, I depend on the holy Spirit to apply the redemption 'which Jefus Chrift hath purchafed to me, and to famftify 

me perfectly. There is no fin but what I hate and defire ij.to part with. I would rather have more holinefs, than to 
» have health and all the pleafures in the world. I earneft- (I ly defire the flourilhing of Chrift’s kingdom, and prefer 
| Jerufalem to my chiefeft joy.” If this your evidences, be !c clear, you may cheerfully take death by the cold hand, 0 and welcome its grim meffengers and long to be gone that 
f you may be with Chrift. You may fay as Pfalm xxiii. 4. »i i< When I walk through the valley of the fhadow of 

death,I willfear no evil, for thou art with me.” You may |j go off the ftage with the Pfalmift’s wards in your mouth, 
f Pfalm xxxi 5. “ Into thine hand I commit my fpirit, H for thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.” 6thly, Labour earneftly to overcome the love of life and fears of death, foasto be content to part with all 

, things here at God’s call. O believer, what is there in 
this earth to tempt thee to hang back, when God calls thee to depart ? While you are here, you may lay your 

' account with many Ioffes, croffes, difappointments, griefs, and calamities of all forts. Friends will fail you, enemies will hate you, lulls will moleft'you,' Satan will 
tempt you, and the world will deceive you. Death is 
the way that the deareft Of God’s iaints, and all the 
cloud of witneffes have gone before youyea, the Lord ,:l Jefus your head hath trod this path and hath taken the 

^ fting out of death, and hath paved a way through its 
dark valley that his people may fafely follow him. IJath the Captain of your falvation gone before you, and will 

s any.of his foldiers ftirink to follow him? Art thou con- ; tent to remain always at the fame diftance from him, 
and to enjoy no more of his prefence than now you have? are you fatisfied to live for ever with no more knowledge 
of God, no more love to Chrift, no more holiness or hea- 
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venly-mindednefs, than at prefent you have? Do ycu; 
not groan under your remaining ignorance, deadhefs, wanderings, pride, paffion, unbelief, felfiihnefs, world- 
Jinefs, and other fins and lulls that here befet you? And 9 
are you not defirous to go to the place where you will ® 
be eternally free of them all, and where you lhall never |j complain of a dull, dead, and fenfelefs frame of heart, 
or of any heart-wearinefs or wandering in duty any more ? For the heart {hall then be as a fixed pillar in the temple of God, and {hall go no more out: the eternal adoration 
and praifes of God {hall be the-foul’s delight and element forever. By fuch confidcrations ftrive to conquer the 
fears of death and defires of life, which are often great 
clogs to the people of God in their preparations for flit- ting. 

Ithly, Be oft meditating upon the heavenly glory 
which ftiortly all believers will fee and enjoy.- Be much in the contemplation of the glorious company above; be- hold Chrift upon his glorious throne, at the right hand 
of God and Abraham, David. Peter, Paul and all the reft of the faithful ones, with their crowns of righteouf- ness, triumphing about their Redeemer. Think, O be- liever, how happy will that day be, when thou {halt 
meet with thy father, and brethren, and thou {halt fee ■thy elder brother on the throne, ready to pafs fentence 
in thy favour. What melody will that fentence found in 
thine ears, Come ye blejfed of my Father, &c. What frame wilt thou be in, when he fets the crown of glory bn thy 
head! O eternally free love ! wilt thou cry, “ O Sa- viour, thou didft wear a crown of thorns, that I might wear a crown of glory ; thou didft groan on the crofs that I might now fing. Wonderful free love, that chu- 
sed me, when thoufands were pafiedby; that faved me from ruin, when my companions in fin muft-burn in hell 
for ever.” Think how raviftiing it will be to meet with 
your godly acquaintances in heaven, with whom you prayed, praifed, and converfed here? Will you not then cry out, “O my brethren what a change is here! this 
glorious place is not like the poor dwellings we had on 
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oiclothes, our company, our language, our thoughts, arc 
«far unlike thofe we had then ? The bad hearts, the body i of death, the corruptions and temptations we then cosi- /'plaincd of, are all now gone. We have no more fears 
’:of death or hell, no more ufe for repentance or prayer, [faith or hope; thefe are now fwallowed up in immediate 

vifion, eternal love, joy and praife.” And for thy help, PO%cliever, in meditating on thefe things, read fome parfi 
of the book of Revelations, or caufe them to be read to you; and fuppofe with yourfelf you had been a compan- ion with John in the Ifle of Patmos, and had got fuch a view of the glorious Majefty, the bright thrones, the heavenly hofts, and duning fplendour which he faw; the faints in their white robes, with crowns on their heads 

ii and palms in their hands, and heard them finging the i) fong of Mofes and the Lamb, and trumpeting forth their eternal hallelujahs; what a heavenly rapture wouldft thou have been in? Well then, O believer, thou (halt fhortly 
have clearer and fweeter fights than all thofe which John or any of the faints ever law here upon earth. Surely 
that heavenly glory is a fubject worthy of thy thoughts, and mod fuitable for thee to meditate on in time of fick- 
nefs, and when in the view of death. 8d/j, It would be alfo very fuitable at this time, in 
order to your aftual readinefs for death, to be frequently 
looking out and longing for Chrift’s coming. As Abra- ham flood in his tent door, ready to go forth to meet the angels that were' fent unto him, fo fhould the believ- er keep himfelf in a waiting pofture at this time. He fhould be like the loving wife, that longs and looks for 
the coming of her abfent hufbasd, according to his let- i1 ters to her. By this time (thinks fhe) he will be at fuch 

. a place, and againft fuch a time he will be at another place, and fo in a few days I will fee him. In the char- adler of believers, they are fuch as love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. They defire his coming. Cant. viii. 14. Mate 
hajte, my beloved: even fo come, Lord Jefus, come quick- ly. Believers fhould look upon themfelves as pilgrims 
here, wandering in a wildernefs, abfent from home, and 
at adiftanee from their father’s houfe ; and in time of af- 

H 2 
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fliftion it is very proper for them to be crying as David i 
doth, Piah Iv, 6. “ O that I had wings like a dove ! for'Jj 
then would I fly away, and be at reft ; I would haften | 
my efcape from the windy tifmpeft.” “ O when (hallfl 
the time of my pilgrimage, and the days of my banifli- 1 ment be finilhed, that I may get home to my country and 1 
and friends above ! Oh! my Lord is gone, my Saviour 1 hath left the eaith, and entered into his glory! my frie^Js t 
and brethren are gone to their blefled reft, where they | 
fee God’s face, and iing his praife for ever: and, how can | I be willing to ftay behind, when they are gone ? Muft I 
be finning here, when they are ferving God above? Muft I be groaning and fighing, when they are triumphing and dividing the fpoil? Surely I will look after them, and >; 
cry, O Lord, how long ? when fhall I be with my Savi- 
our and my God ? 
Direct, v. Let believers in time of fichnefs endeavour all they can to glorify God, and edify thofe that are about themt j, by their fpeech and behaviour. 
IF ever a child of God be a&ive to promote the honor | and glory of God, it ftiould be in time of ficknefs, 
and when death may be approaching. And there is I good reafon for it; for \Jl, This may be the laft oppor- \ 
tunity that ever thou /halt have to do any thing for God, I 
and therefore thou'lhouldft ftudy to improve it to the ut- v| 
moft. Heaven, to which thou art going, is the place where thou (halt receive thy reward; but thoucanft have j 
no accefs there to advance God’s glory, by commending J God and Chrift, and religion to finners, or w eak believers, i? Upon this account, many of God’s children have been 
content to fufpend their heavenly happinefs for a while, |, 
and to ftay upon the earth for fome longer time. I have 
read of a certain martyr, when going to fuffer, who expreflT- |1 ed fome forrow that he was going thither, where he j Ihould do his God no more fervice, to wit, in the fenfe 
above explained. And of another, that faith, “ If it i 
were poffible there could be place for any griefin heaven, it would arife from the Chriftian’s confidering, that he 
did fo little for God while he was upon the earth.” Now 
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i is the v/orking feafon, O believer, be bufy while it lafts, according to the example of thy blefled Saviour, John 

ix. 4. “ I mult work the work of him that fent me, while it is day; for the night cometh wherein no man can work.” 
'■ r This confideration fhould make thee beftir thyfelf with 

the greateft activity, like Samfon before his death, who, when he could have no more opportunity to ferve God k ;! and his church, he cried to God, and faid, Judges xvi. 28, 
• “ O L.ord God, remember me I pray thee, and ftrength- 

v. en me this once." And, then, he bowed himfelf with all his might, to pull down the pillars of Dragon’s temple, being willing to facrihce his life to the ruin thereof. 
2dly, The holy fpcech and carriage of dying believers, may, through the bleiiiug of God, make deep impreffion upon the hearts of unregenerate men that are witnefles to 

them. Thefe who have derided the people of God for 
the ftriftnefs of their lives, and defpifed their counfels 
and reproofs, as proceeding from humour or precifenefs ; yet have begun to notice their words and aftions, when 1 they have feen them oa fick-beds, and on the borders of eternity, and to have other thoughts of religion and holi- 
nefs than formerly they had. Now they think the man 
is in good earneft, and fpeaketh the thoughts of his heart; and, if ever he can be believed, it muft be now. It is moft convincing to carnal perfons, to fee believers bearingjip 
with patience in their ficknefs; to hear them fpeaking good of God, commending his ways, and rejoicing in Gdd as their portion, in midft of all their fharpeil pains; t© fee them behaving as thofe that are going to dwell with 
Chrift, finding and praifing God, when friends are fighing and weeping about them. This inclines them to think, 

1 furely there muft be a reality in feligioa, there is a vifible difference betwixt the death of the righteous and of the 1 wicked. Hence a wicked Baalam wiftied to die the death 
of the righteous, and to have his laft end like his. It left a convi&ion upon that young man’s confcience, who faid to his loofe companion, after they had vifited godly Am- I brofe on his death-bed, and faw how cheerful he was, 
and triumphing over approaching death. “ O that I 
might live with thee, and die with Ambrofe!" Nay, ftica 
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fights might draw them not only to defire to die the death i of the righteous, but alfo to refolve to live their lives. < If carnal men faw believers going off the ftage with fuch ;| 
oenfidence and joy, as becomes thefe that are entering a into eternal reft with Chrift, and thefe that are going J out of a howling wildernefs to a glorious Canaan; Wt might be a powerful invitation to them to go and feek after the fame felicity. 

idly. This likewife would be very edifying and con- firming to all that fear God. How much would in con- j 
tribute to eftablilh them in the pradtice of holinefs, and 
to quicken them in their diligence in ferving and glorify- ing God in the days of their health, to hear a dying be- liever fay, “ Of all the time which I have ever lived, I 
have no comfort now in reflefting upon one hour, but 
what 1 fpent in the fervice of God. Were I to begin ! my life, I would redeem time more carefully than ever. I One hour in commumon with God, is far fweeter than many years fpent in worldly pleafnres. Come here, then, j 
all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my foul. O tafte and fee that God is good?” J^tbly, Confider the examples of God’s children in for- [ mer ages, how ufeful and edifying their words have been, t 
at fuch a time, to all round about them. But this head | I intend to infill fully upon afterwards. glucjl. But how Ihall I behave fo as I may glorify ! 
God and edify others, when I am fick or dying? I would 
have fome particular diredtions for it. Anfw. iy9, You may do this by your patience under pain, and fubmiffion to God’s will, with refpedl to the ; event, whether life or death. It is ftumbling to others, 
to fee believers fretful in trouble, and unwilling to leave I 
the world, when God calls them. But it is moft con- vincing and confirming to fee them frankly refigning themfelves to God’s difpofal, faying, “ Let God him- 
felf choofe for me: he is wife, and knoweth belt what is 
needful and moft proper for me: I have no will but God’s will." For any man to defire to live when God calls him to die, or to defire to die when God calls him to 
live, is equally afiguof cowardice; for he that defires te 
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live, is afraid to look death in the face; and he that de- tires to die, would flee from fome calamity, and take ftiel- 
ter in death. But he is the molt valiant man that can die willingly when God would have him die, and live as will- ingly when God would have him live ; this is true Chris- 
tian valour. 

zdly, By pious exhortations and warnings to thefe that arc about you. It may be the laft occafion you may 
have of glorifying God in this way. O do notloofe the feafon which may beufefully improvcn to the good of. 
fouls. For thus a believer may bring more honour to 
God, and more advantages to precious fouls by his fick- nefs and death, than ever he did by all his health and life in the world; for their fpeeches have more weight with 
people at fuch a time than any other. Hence the Patri- archs, knowing the prevalency*of fuch words, de urge Jofeph with Jacob’s dying charge, Gen. i. 16, 17, “And they fent a meffenger unto Jofeph, faying, Thy father did command before he died, faying. So (hall ye fay unto Jofeph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trefpafs of thy 
brethren,”&c. And as we ought to be ready to give good counfel to all when we lie on lick beds, fo efpecially we 
fhould be concerned for children and near relations, they are more affe&ed than others with our fickness, and fo will they be with our fayings; our admonitions may do 
them good when we are retting in the dull. 

Quejl. What ought to be the subjedl of eur difeourf- es and exhortations to others arfuch a time ? Anfiu. 1 ft, It is very proper to be much in commertd- 
ing the mailer you have ferved, and the excellency of his 
fervice, to thofe that are about you. Tell them of the equity and goodnefs of thefe-laws which you have obey- 
ed, and of the bounty and faithfulnefs of that Lord 
whom you have worlhipped, loved, andpraifed; and of the greatnefs and eternity of that reward you are going to poflefs. Let the children of God extol their father, 
and his care of them, and kindnefs to them. Let the 
ranfomed of the Lord magnify their Redeemer, and hia 
wonderful love and fufferings for them Tell others what 
fweetnefs and fatisfaction you have found in your own 
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experience in attending God’s ordinances, and in fecret duties; what comfort you have found in Chrift, and the 
promifes of his covenant. And thus let your lafl breath be fpent in exalting and commending Chrift and religion to others. idly, Be warning others of the vanity of the world, 
and of all its wealth and pleafures. Tell them that they may fee by your cafe, that thefe things which people 
are bewitched with in the day of their health, can fig- nify nothing to a a fick or dying man ; they cannot eafe us in our pains, they can afford no peace to a troubled 
foul, they cannot lengthen our lives one hour, and far 
lefs can they fave from the wrath of an angry God. “Oh,”" 
may you fay, “ what a miferable cafe had I been in at this time, if I had no better portion than this world, and 
nothing elfe to look to but its riches and pleafures! 
Wherefore, Sirs, fet not your hearts upon it, but for- 
fake it before you are forfaken by it, and make choice of that which will be fapporting to you in the evil day.” ^-dly, Be warning them of the evil of fin, and what mif- 
chief and deceitfulnefs you have found in it. Tell them, that though the devil and the flefh would tempt you to look upon fin as a harmlefs thing, yet the pleafure will 
foon be gone, and a (harp fting will be left behind. Sin will appear no light matter, when the foul is going hence 
into the awful prefence of a holy God. You would give 
a thoufand worlds then for Chrift, and the blood of atone- 
ment to anfwer for your fins. \thly, Tell them of the great difference betwixt the godly and wicked man’s choice. The godly man chufetli t'nc better part that cannot be taken from him ; he lays 
up his treafure in heaven where none can reach it, fo that it yields liini rich fupplies when ficknefs and death come upon him. But O how foolifti is the wicked man’s choice, 
that for £ moment’s flefhly pleafure, doth loofe his im- 
mortal foul, and everlafting happinefs! Warn them to /raind the one thing needful in time, and not to pamper their bodies for the worms, but to fet themfelves prefent- 
ly to clofe with the offers of Chrift, and make fin e an intereft in his righteousnefs to •over them in the evil day. 
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Be telling them of the evil of floth and negli- 

gence in the work of their falvation : and be exhorting them to mind it, and do it with all their might. For 
however fome may cenfure and deride God’s people now for their ftrictnefs, diligence, and zeal in the matters of 
religion; yet when they come to die, they will be ready j to wifh that they had been more diligent in falvation 

I work; that they had loved God, fled to Chrift, and had i fought and ferved him with all their hearts and fouls: and j to cry, “O for a little more time! Oif God would re- i! cover and try us once more with health, how diligent 
l| would we be !.” And tell them that thefe who have been l! mollferious and painful in falvation work, yet when they 
| come to die, do much lament their (loth and negligence : j yea, thefe that have been moft reproached by the world for their diligence and fervency, do often wi(h at that 
I time, “ O that we had been a thoufand times more dil- 
|j igent and laborious in God’s fervice!” 6/i/y, Labour to perfuade others of the preciousnefs of 
J time, the wifdom of improving the time of youth, and i of health; and the great folly of delaying repentance, 

and putting it off to a fick bed, faying to them, “ I now j find by experience, that a time of ficknefs is a moft unfit 
; feafon to do any thing to purpofe for the foul; my mind ; is fo diverted and indispofed for fpiritual work by fick- 

, nefs and pain, that I cannot attain to any fuitable com- 1 pofure for it. And how miferable were I, if I had all i my work to begin at this time ! O take warning, and 
improve precious time, and efpecially the day of the gof- 
pel, the time of the fpirit’s ftrivings, and the time of youth, which is the moft ufual feafon of the converfion , of fouls, and of bringing Gnners into acquaintance with Jefus Chrift. 
Direct, ti. Let God’s children, when Jick and dying, be exprejftng a great concern for the advancements of the king, dom of Chrijl, and of true religion in the rfing generation. 
ZEAL and public fpiritednefs for Chrift’s intereft is very becoming his people in all the periods of their 
life, but more efpecially at this time. When Chrift is 
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ready to take you to his kingdom in heaven, O be not j unmindful of his kingdom on earth. It would be accept* I 
able to Gqd, and pleating in the light of men, to fee you I expreffing a warm concern for the rifing age, and for pro- 
moting the welfare of the fouls of your children, and 
others that furvive you : and feeisg you can be no longer ufeful to thefe you leave behind, by your counfels, exam- | 
pies, or prayers, as formerly ; do your utmoft for them I now. And this concern the children of God in time of f 
ficknefs may evidence feveral ways. ijt, By earned prayers to God, both for the profperity [ 
of his church, and the flourilhing of religion in general, and alfo for your children and relations in particular, that I 
they may be a holy feed, and a generation to ferve God, [ and Ihew forth his praise in the world, when you are gone I 
off the ftage. 

2dly, By intrufting the care of your children's educa- l tion to fuch tutors and guardians as will be much concern- | 
ed for their fouls, and will fet before them godly exam- I pies and inflru&ions in their young and tender years. | By filling your latter-wills and teftaments with [ many pious advices and folemn charges to your children I 
and relations, with refpeft to their ferving of God, and worfhipping him in their families, and in fecret ; fo as 
they can never look into your.teftaments, and the lega- I cies left to them, but they will hear fomething that may I 
be affe&ing, upftirring, and edifying to their fouls. 

4^/y» By honouring the Lord with your fubftance, j and leaving fomething of what God hath bleffedyou with | 
to pious ufes ; particularly for the religious education of | the children ofjthe poor, for buying Bibles for them, and I other good books ; and for propagating of Chriftian I knowledge in ignorant places, fuch as the highlands and J 
iflands, by cre&ing and maintaining fchools therein ; t 
which glorious work is happily begun, and pretty far ad- 
vanced by that honourable fociety at Edinburgh, whofe ]( treafurer is ready to receive donations from all fuch as [1. 
the Lord pleafeth to move to make a free-will offering for Ij promoting that pious defign. Many pious perfons have 
contributed already thereto; and it were defirable that j 
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II others, whom God hath enabled for it, fliould mind it be- i fore they die; for by fatal experience we may obferve, 

j that the moft godly parents do not know' how their chil- ! dren will employ the eftate they leave them, whether as 
fuel for their lulls, or as oil to feed the lamps in God’s fan&uary. It is proper for themfelves then, before they go off the ftage, to difpofe of fome part of their fubftance, |! for the glory and fervice of that God who gave it unto 

: j them. j $thly. It might contribute to promote piety, and to 
.1 make the deeper impreflibns upon the minds of your chil- li dren and friends, if under the warnings of death, you 
. Ihould imitate the example of the prophet Elijah, who in I his life time made a writing w'hich he procured to be deliv- ered to king Jehoram after his death, 2 Chron. xxi. 12. j So in like manner you might write letters, and leave them 
|| in the hands of your friends and executors, full of advi- ll ces, charges, admonitions, confolations, or threatnings, j to be delivered to your children or friends, upon occafion i| either of their good or bad canverfation after your death: 
j| which probably would be more regarded by them, than l] the counfels you gave them in the time of your life : for ■ ij in fome refpeft they would be received and read by them, jj as if they were letters from her.ven. 
. Direct, vn. Let the children of God labour to fortify 

themfehes tuhat they can againjl all Satan’s temptations and ajfaults, which they may exped to meet with in time of Jicknefs and ajfliElion. 
A TIME of affli&ion is commonly a time of tempt- ation : for the old ferpent knows the fitted: feafoas 1, for affaulting the children of God ; and he will not be » wanting to improve this opportunity of advantage for fet- I ting upon the poor foul. When Pharaoh heard that the j people were entangled in the wildernefs, he purfued them ; : fo, when Satan fees a foul eatangled w'ith didreffes and I troubles, he thinks it high time to make an attack. He feeks to winnow and lift away the believer’s grace, and therefore he comes when the corn is a threlhing by 

I the rod. When Job was fmitten in his cdate, health, 
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and all other comforts, then this coward falls upon him, 
and tempts him to impatience, murmuring, and wrongs 
thoughts of God. Af this time, O believer, you have fpecial need to be on your guard, and look out. Reckon always, when 
ficknefs or trouble cometh, the .prince of this world com- cth, alfo. Stand then to your defence, and put on your 
armour, efpecially the Ihield of faith, that you may be 
able to quench the fiery darts of the devil. You have 
need at this time to put jn pra&ice our Lord’s dire&ion, “ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.” Pray for wifdora and Ikill to counteradlhim, and that you may not be ignorant of his devices ; and pray particularly 
for grace to make you proof againft all his falfe reprefen- tations of God and his providence to you ; for he that« durit reprefent Job falfely to an all-feeing amj all-know- ing God, will with much boldnefs repreient God falfely 
to you, w'ho fee and know fo little. He will be ready to 
tempt you to think that God is angry with you, and deal- ing with you as an enemy. Thus was Job tempted, Job • xxxiii. 10, it. “Behold he findeth occafions againft me, 
he counteth me for his enemy: he putteth my feet in the ilocks, he marketh all my paths.” But obferve what Elihu anfwers, “ In this thou art not juft: God is greater 
than man. Why do ft thou ftrive againft him for he 
giveth not account of any of his matters.” But feeing I fpoke before of the wrong thoughts of God, which we 
are apt to harbour in time of afflidtion. Chap. II. Diredt. 3. I ihall proceed to fpeak of fome other temptations wherewith Satan doth affault God’s people when in dif- 
trefs, and furnifti fome anfwers thereto. 1. Saith the tempter, “ Thou art nothing but a hypo- 
crite ; all thy religious performances have been done in hypocrify, to be feen «f men : thou never haft repented 
or believed fincerely in the fight of God.” Anfiu. I acknowledge there hath been much bypocrify in me, but I hope it is not allowed and reigning hypocri- fy ; I always wreftled againft it; wherefore I am not an 
hypocrite. I regarded the efteem of men too much, but I hope I value the efteem of God much more. My faith 
and repentance are weak, but I hope they are lincere. 
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And whatever defeats and fhort comings have formerly cleaved to thefe graces inme.i do now unfeignedly repent of all my frns, I look to him that I pierced, and mourn. I am heartily willing to be juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone, and to be cleanfed and fandlified by his Spi- rit : and here I give up myfclf to Chrift as my only Sa- viour. And this I hope is, through grace, true re- penting and believing, which God will accept for Chrift’a 
fake, what ever my former defefts have been. Tempt. 2. But'faith the tempter, “Thy repentance 
cannot be true; for thy heart is not broken, and thine 

..eyes do not flied tears for fin ” Anf<w. It is my_ very great burden, and conftant com- plaint to God, that I cannot attain to a greater meafure 
of forrow and contrition forlin: but yet it is my comfort that repentance is not to be confined to fuch degrees and fymptoms of fbrrow as fome do win at. I hope I can 
fay through grace, that my heart is fet againft all fin, great and fmall; and I would give all I have in the world to be wholly delivered from fin. Tempt. 3. Saith the tempter, “ But thy day of grace is paft, it is too late for thee to think of repenting or be- lieving; God will not accept of thee now.” ^Inf’w. But I hope it is not fo with me, feeing God 
gives me a heart that pants after God, and Chrift, in the way of commanded duty. The offers of falvation through 
Chrift are made to all who believe and repent: and late penitents arc net excluded from the benefit of thefe gia- -cious offers more than others. Tempt. 4. But faith the tempter, “ Thou art none of Gqd’s cleft, and if thou be sot chofen to falvafrion, thou 1 caaft not be faved.” Jlnfio. Secret things belong to God, and it were pre- 

sumption in me to pry into his fecret decrees; but one thing I am fure of, that every foul that is chofen to faith and repentance, is alfo chofen to falvation ; but I truft God hath chofen me to the former, and therefore to the latter. 
Tempt. 5. But faith the tempter, “You over-value your graces and duties, and fo they cannot be true and real.” 
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Anfw. But I count them all but lofs and dung in I companion of Chrill. I defire always to be deeply hum- bled under a fenfe of my finfulnefs and unworthinefs, and to abhor every motion that would carry me away from 

Chrift and his righteousnefs, and would tempt me to re- 
ly on my grace or duties, or put them in the leaft in 
Ghrift’s room. ‘Tempi. 6. “The iffue of thy ficknefs may be death, and thou art not ready ; for thou haft no affurance of thy falvation.” 

Anfiv. A perfect certainty is not to be expefted 
here; there will be ftill fome queftions, fome doubts and fears; but thefe I refolve not to indulge now, but to break through all, that I may embrace Chrift, and be 
found in him. The defrres of my foul are to Chrift, and the remembrance of his name: and fuch, I believe, he will not fuffer to perilh. “ I believe, Lord, help my 
unbelief.” Tempt. 7. “ But thou art a ftranger to the invifible 
world; how wilt thou adventure into that world of fpir-, its, with which thou haft fo little acquaintance?” Anfw. But Chrift, who is my head and beft friend, is no ftranger to it; he is the Lord of that land, and pro- 
vides manfions for all his people there; and he will receive , every one of them home, and lodge them fafely. “ The fpiritsofjuft men made perfect,” were once what my fpirit now is; they were ftrangers to that world before 
they came to it, aswellasl: but their head being in it, 
encouraged them to go to it: and now they rejoice in it as the kindly dwelling-place of all the faints. Tempt. 8. “ But thou art vile, and God is ir-finitely pure and glorious; how canftthou think of approaching 
fo near to him?” Anftu. Though a weak eye be not able to look upon 
the fun, yet I hope to be fitted and ftrengtbened for that glorious fight. Befides, God doth now appear to us in 
his Son Chrift. where his infinite glory is pleafantly vail- ed fo as the faints may behold him. Thefe glorified fouls 
above were once vile as well as others? but their Saviour did cleanfe them, and prefent them to the Father with- 
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j out fpot or wrinkle. And whatever be my unworthi- I nefs, I am relieved by confidering my union with Chrift, i and looking on the glory and dignity of my head. Sure- | ly God will not defpife the members of his dear Son, nor 
I trample on any that are his flelb and bones. Tempt. 9. But what will become of thy wife and chil- dren, when thou art taken from them ? 

Anfw. If I truft God fo willingly with my foul, and my eternal concerns, why may I not trult him with my 
relations alfo ? Have I not feen how wonderful he hath provided for others ? Doth not every thing in the world 
depend on his will and pleafure ? How eafy is it then'for God to fupply his own ? 

Tempt. 10. “ But Hill death is terrible to nature, even the king of terrors.” 
|j Anf<w. But my Redeemer hath tailed death for me, 

r and taken out its fearful fling ; he hath conquered death, 1 and keeps the keys of death and hell. Wherefore through :| him will I fing, “ O death, where is thy fling? O grave, 
where is thy victory ?” Tempt. 11. “But it is terrible to think of appearing 

if before God’s tribunal, to be tried and judged*.” Anfw. But my friend and interceffor will be the judge . there. Will Chrift condemn the members of his own : body, and thefe he hath fo often comforted ? 
• But befides all thefe, a holy God may fometimes fuf- :i fer the tempter to affault his own people in time of their :.l affliftion with his fiery darts and his fierceft battering en- I: gines, fuch as temptations to Atheifm, blafphemy, def- ' pair, &c. whereby their fouls may be terribly lhaken, •I and fore amazed. 

j < Your relief in this cafe is to look to your head, and I remember how he was himfelf buffetted by this enemy, 
m affaulted with the moft odious temptations, that he might 
£ thereby get an experimental touch and feeling of your 1 condition, in order to his fympathizing with you, and . relieving you from this enemy, whom he hath already i Conquered in your name. But for thefe things he will 

: be inquired of by the houfe of Ifrael. You muft adt / faith on your exalted head. 
I 2 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Containing Come Ipeeial direftions to unregenerate per- 
fons, when atliicled by ficknefs or otherwife. 

Direct, i. Take a feriotts view cf the nnferable condition I of a Chrijilefs perfon under ficknefs or heavy ajjliaion. 
l/'j ONSIDER the vaft difFerence betwixt your cafe, and that of a true. believer; he hath ground of confolation in the greateft diftrefs, but you have none. However fharp the rod of correftion be to 
him, yet it is the hand of a Father; but you have to 
do with an angry and fin-avenging God : and who may ftand in his fight, if once he be angry ? for he commands both the firft and fecond death, and he can call you both 
into the grave and hell at once, Rev. vi. 8. “ Hell fol- lowed the pale horfe.” Death is the king of terrors, but hell is a thoufand times more terrible. When God afHi&s his children, he Hands to them in the relation of a loving father; but he deals with you as an incenfed judge. Though he fees it necelfary for their good to chaftife them, yet he doth it with a relenting hand; 
yea, every Itroke goeth as it were to his heart, Ifa. Ixiii. 
2. “ In their affliction he was afflicted.” But when he , arifeth to punifh his enemies, he ftrikes them with ha- 
tred and deteftation, as a man would do a toad or ven- omous creature. Though they cry, he hath no pity, Prov. i, 26. “I will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your fear cometh.” 

idly, If your ficknefs threaten you with death, what a dark and melancholy profpect mud you have of your approaching change ? Why, O Chridlefs foul, it is what 
you are wholly unprepared for. The old houfe falls down about your ears, before you have another lodging provided. When death cads you to the door, you have 
mo whereto lay your head, unlefsitbeon a bed of fire and brimdone. O how furprifing and fearful will the change be, that death will make on you ! A change from 
earth to hell, from light to darknefs, from comforts to terrors, from hope to defpair, from the offers of grace to 
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the revelation of wrath ; a change from the fociety of faints on earth, to the company of the damned in hell. Whatever fond hopes of falvation you have now, your 
hopes (hall lead you no further than to the king of j terrors, and then “ your hopes lhall be cut off, and your 
truft like a fpider’s web,” Job viii. 14. Though it coft you much pains to weave and fupport this web now, it will prove a weak and flender defence to your foul, when death comes with his befom of deftruftion, and fweepj both you and it away to hell. You will then be taken 
from all the means of grace you have abufed, and be for- ever deprived of an opportunity of buying oil; your lamp fhall go out to death, and never be lighted any more, i jj/y, In this extremity, you have no airth to look to for j comfort. O Chriftlefs finner, what will yoti do in the | day of vifitation ? To whom will you flee for help ? Your ! houfes, your lands, your money, your honours, your com- 

i; panions, your relations, will all be miferable comforters | to you. Every thing will look black and difmal round about you. If you look without you for help, you may fee your friends weeping and lamenting your cafe ; but 
J this will do nothing but increafe your vexation and mife- ry. If you look within you for relief, confcience, that before you would not fuffer to fpeak, will meet you with bitter flings and upbraidings. It will bring te your view 

the fins you had forgot, the time you have miffpent, the health you have mifimproven, the offers of grace you have 
refufed, the great falvation you have negledled. What folly was it for thee to provoke God, and flight Chrift, for a little worldly profit, or a little brutifli pleafure? Can 
thefe relieve thee when the arrows of the Almighty flick within thee, and the terrors of God do fet them- felves in array againfl thy foul ? In the mean time, the devil, that tempted you to your foul-ruining courfe, will 
flep in, and reprefeat your fins in their blacked colors and aggravations, to render you altogether hopelefs and def- 
perate. O finner, thou that refufed red from Chrid in the day of health, and grace, (halt find no eafe from ‘the 
creature in the day of ficknefei and death. Your ficknefs will allow no reft to your body, and your fins will permit 
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no eafe to your foul. Yoy may expeft the fulfilling of 
that threatening Deut. xxviii. 65—67, “ The Lord fha!l 
give thee a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and for- row of mind. And thy life fliall hang in doubt before thee, and thou (halt have fear day and night. In the morning thou ihalt fay, Would God it were even, and at 
even, thou (halt fay, Would God it were morning,” be- 
eaufe of the pain of thy body, and anguifh of thy fpirit. 
Direct, ii. Let unregenerate perfms carefully improve theirficknefs ahd ajjllBion, as means to further their con. verjion, and pray that God may blefs it for their end. 
MANY have begun their acquaintance with God, and with the-mfelves in the time of afflidion; the 
furnace is frequently the Spirit’s work-houfe, where he forms his veffels of praife. There are many who, while health and ftrength continue, mind nothing but vain pleafures; one day they go to their games and fports, another day to their cups and lacivious company, anoth- 
er day to vifiting their friends ; and thus they fpend the whole time of their health and profperity in fin and vani- 
ty. All the warnings, counfels, and exhortations of pa- rents, friends, and minifters, do them ho good, they can- not endure to entertain a ferious thought of God or of Chrift, of death, of heaven, of hell, or judgment to come. But when God doth call them into ficknefs, or fome 
great afflidon, they,through thebjeffingof God,begin to come to themielves, like the prodigal, and think of re- turning again to their Father. Several inftances to this 
purpofe might be given. The earl of Rochefter is a late one, whofe life was notorioufly lewd, profane, and atheiftical, and who had wickedly employed his wit and parts to ridicule all religion ; yet when he was afflided with pain and ficknefs, and brought to the gates of death; 
he began to entertain quite other apprehenfious than he 
had done before ; he profeffed he had ferious and rever- end thoughts of religion and holinefs, which before he 
laughed at; he moll earneftly and affedionately warned others to abandon their evil courfes, and to live religi- eufly and foberly, and to look upon religion as the great- 
eft reality in the world; he retraded all his impious and 
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profane language, wherewith he ufed to refleA on the 
ways of godlinefs, and willingly attefted all this under his hand. 

Pray then for the divine blefling on your ficknefs, that it may contribute to the coaverfation of your foul; which 
it doth feveral ways, ift, By opening men’s eyes to get a true fight of things, to behold religion in its true 
fiiape, and fin in its proper colours ; hence the rod is faid to giv: ivi/dom, Prov. xxix. 15. They who have 
mocked at religion, and made light of fin all their days, have been taught by bodily ficknefs to change their tune. Then they begin to have an efteem of the Bible, and to 
value and fend for a pious miniiler, and to defire the pray- 
ers of the people of God. Now they perceive fin to be bitter as gall and wormwood, they lothe and abhor that ■which they liked before ; now the word of God makes 
deep impreffion on them, and particularly fuch a word as that, Jer. ii. 19. “ Know therefore and fee, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy God.” 2nelly. Sicknefs helps to fet the word preached home upon the heart. When God fpeaks to us in the day of 
health and profperity, we oft give him a deaf ear, Jer. xxii. : 1. But when diftrefs comes, it brings the words of God, and of his minifters, to our remembrance, as it 
brought Jofcph’s to the remembrance of his brethren, Gen. xlii. 2 1. ^dly. Sicknefs contributes to loofe a man’s heart from the world, and to cool his love thereto ; whereby a great 
hindrance of converfion is removed out of the way, and the man is made to fay, “ How vain and helplefs are the world’s comforts to me now 1 thefe things I delighted in formerly are taftelefs to me at this time. There is no portion can fuit my foul’s needs, but God himfelf.” \thly. It fpurs a man on to prayer that formerly neg- ledted it. When the prodigal is brought to diftrefs, he fays, “ I will arife and go to my father.” He forgat his father before, but now he will addrefs him, Hof. v. 15. 
“ In their affii&ion they will feek me early.” Thus the Lord frequently begins and promotes the converfion of 
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fouls to himfelf. And O finner, if this be the fruit of thy ficknefs, it will not be unto death, but the glory of God. 
Direct, hi. Be careful to obey God’s voice in ike rodt and beware of flighting it. 
EVERY fickness hath a mcfiage from God, and his voice you chght to harken to with reverence and attention, Micah vi. 9. What faith he to you at this 
time ? O finner, he faith, “ Retire from the world, think on death and eternity, abhi-r thefe lufts and idols which God is fmiting you for, flee fpeedily to the ftrong hold ; 
repent, and be converted, that your fins may be blotted out.” This is God’s voice to you, and confider how provoking it will be to him, if you flight it. 

ijl. You will provoke,God to flight your voice when you cry to him, and flop his ear again!! the voice of your 
fupplications, Zech. vii. 13. idly, You will provoke God to ceafe from being a re- prover to you, fo that he will fpeak to you no more. 

^dly. You will provoke him to bring heavier judg- ments on you, yea, fo to draw his fword ofjuftice again!! you, that he will flieathe it up no more, as he threatens, Ezek. xxi. 5. 
4/i/y, God may break off all intercourfe and corref- pondence with you, as withthofe, Ezek. xx. 31. “As I live, faith the Lord God, I will not be inquired of by you.” $th!y, He may feal you up forever under your fins, 

hardnefs, and pollution ; and fay to you, as to fome we read of, Ezek. xxiv. 13. Hof. iv. 7. Rev. xxii. 11. “ Be- caufe I have purged thee, and thou was not purged, thou flialt not be purged from thy filthinefs' any more, 
till I have caufed my fury to reft upon thee. Ephraim is joined to his idol?, let him alone. He that is filthy, let him be filthy ftiil.” He that is hardened again!! the voice of my rods, let him be hardened ftiil. Well then, O finner, while God is in fpeaking terms with you, hark- en to his voice, and obey it; fay, “ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ?” 
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Direct, rv. Cajl lack your eyes upon the fins of your by- pajl life, and labour to be deeply humbled for them before ■ the Lord. 
SEEING you are fummoned to prepare for going to the judgment feat of Gpd, where your foul is to re- ceive its final fentence ; labour to prevent the terror of that appearance, by your judging yourfelf beforehand. And this you muft do, by fummoning yourfelf before the bar of confcience, examining narrowly into your Hate, 
accuiing and conderrining yourfelf for your fins. And fee that you be impartial in this work, willing to know 
the truth and difeover the worft of your cafe. You muft fee and be duly fenfible of yoUr danger, otherwife you icannot think to efcape it. Take a narrow view of your fins in their natriVe, number, aggravations, and defervings. And in orde-r to this, if thou haft any meafureof ftrength for it, let the expofition of the ten commandments in our Larger Catechifm be diftindUy read over unto thee. Make a paufe upon every queftion, and fay within thy- 
felf, “Have I not omitted what is here required by , God ? And have I not committed what is here forbidden ;by God? How oft have I repeated thefe fins ? How Hong have I lived in the pra&ice of them ? O ! do 
not fo many years fins need very ferious repentance, a ivery deep humiliation ? “ O ! doth not fuch a vile finner ias I, (land greatly in need of Chrift to my cautioner and iranfomer for fuch a vaft number of fins ? will not their 'weight prefs me eternally down to the loweft hell, if they iremain unpardoned, and be laid upon my back !” There- 
fore view them clofely, and confefs them.particularly be- fore God. ijl. In the firft place, bewail thy original fin, the foun- tain of all thy aftual tranfgreffions, as did David, Pfalra 
Hi. 5. “ Behold, I was fliapen in iniquity, and in fin did uny mother conceive me.” 

idly. Acknowledge and mourn over the finful out- 
breakings of thy life, whereby thou haft dilhonoured God, nnd grieved hia holy Spirit; and efpecially fins agaiuft 
light. 
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'idly, Be humbled for thy fins of omifiion, for negleft- | ing of commanded duties, particularly for the negleft of ' prayer in fecret, and of family religion. fifthly, Mourn for the lofs of precious time. Alas ! for I the time of your youth miffpent, many Sabbath days | trifled away ! 

Lament thy long fliting of Cbrift, and falvation I through his righteoufnefs, which fo preflingly hath been ■ 
offered to thee in the gofpel. (ithly. Bewail thy ftifling the convi&ions, and quench- 1 
ing the motions of the Spirit, and thereby provoking him | 
to depart from you. •phly. Mourn for thy unthankfulnefs to God for mer- I 
cies and deliverances, which might have allured you to | repentance and newnefs of life. 

%ihly. Confefs thy ftubbornnefs under former afflic- f 
tions, which have provoked God to fend new trials upon i you. ythly. Be humbled for thy earthly-mindednefs,'in that f 
thou haft all thy days been careful and cumbered about : many things, and haft neglected the one thing neceffary. \othly. Mourn for the latenefs of thy repentance, and J 
thy prodigious folly in delaying fo long to bethink thy- i 
felf, and turn to the Lord. “ O how unwifely have > I adted, to miffpend the time of health, and delay fo 
great a work till now, that I am laid on a fick bed! and - | now, if I die before I am converted, I am loft forever. 
O Lord, f am aftiamed and confounded at my madnefs and folly, and have no excufe to plead for myfelf, but ^ muft ftand afar off with the poor publican, and finite up- : on my breaft, and cry, God be merciful to me a finner.’’ 
Direct, v. Flee prefently to Jefus Chrijl by a true faith, and clofe with him as offered in the gofpel. 
ART thou fenfible, O finner, of thy grievous guilt b and ill-defervings before God ? then do not defpaip; j 
for Jefus Chrift, who hath offered to divine juftice an all- |* fufficient facrifice for fin, is offering himfelf to thee, fay- ing, “ O diftreffed finner, look unto me, and be faved. ' Turn unto me, why will ye die i Come unto me, heavy i 
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:I; laden foul, and I will give you reft. He that cometii to me, I will in no wife caft out.” Will not fuch gra- cious words, fuch moving calls, melt thy heart within ; thee, and make thee cry to him, “ Lofd Jefus, I flee to 
:* thee as my refuge, for deliverance from fin, and protec- ) Ition from the wrath to come : I look to thy wounds, I itruft in thy righteousnefs, I depend on thy merit, I lie i at thy feet, and this I am refolved to do as long as I have breath to draw in the world.” 
[Direct, vi. Call for the elders of the church that they 

may pray for you in yourfcknefs. 
is the apoftle James, his dire&ion to the fick, 

X James v. 14. He doth not fay, if any be fick, let |him fend for the phyficians, but for the elders or minif- 
' iters. It is true, phyficians are to be called, but not in the firft place. It was Afa’s fault that in his difeafe he : fought not the Lord, but to the phyficians; and, alas, •1 how many follow his example ! Minifters are only called . for in the laft place, and very often when time is paft, - khe fick being at the point of death; and fcarce capable ilto fpeak or hear. But if you defire to reap benefit by I the inftruftions and prayers of minifters, call for them time- 1‘oufly, and open your cafe unto them ; feck their coun- 

• pel, and beg for their prayers. It is their office to teach and pray for you, and they have authority to offer falva- kion to you through Chrift, and to minifter comfort to khem that are caft down ; wherefore a bleffing may be ex- ■ ijpe&ed on their miniftrations and performances more thaa itothers. Hence God faid to Abimelech of Abraham, j'Gen. xx. 7. “ He is a prophet, and he fliall pray for ! thee.” And to Job’s friends concerning Job, Job xlii. !'8. “ Go to my fervant Job, and he fhall pray for you, j'for him will I accept: left that I deal with you after 
! tyour folly.” And Lajlly, Remember that as the apoftle James en- 1 joins the fick to call for the elders to pray over them, fo at the fame time he dire&s you, James v. 16. to confef# 

' your faults one to another, Chriftian to Chriftian, one 
K 
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friend to another, the people to their minifter. Not< that this gives any warrant for the Papifts their auricular) confeffion, which they force upon all men to their priefts * 
as a fatisfa&ion for fin, and when they rack their con- 
fciences, (when they feel no diftrefs) to confefs their moft fecret fins, to enumerate them all under pain ofi damnation, and which they ufe as a politic to dive into 
the fecrets of princes, ftates, and all private perfons s " But as Luther, Calvin, Beza, and many others of or- thodox divines do teach, it is very profitable and necefla- ; 

ry for thefe that are inwardly troubled with a fenfe of 
their fins, to eafe and difburden their confciences, by ; 

confefiing of them to the faithful minifters of Chrift, in 
order to their receiving fuitable counfels and confolationa from them, fuch as Chrift hath left in his word for con- trite-hearted penitents. 

Thus let every man in ficknefs ufe all appointed means for preparing his foul for a future ftate. Thy prepara- tion will by no means haften death, but fweeten it to 
you. Death muft furely have a moft formidable afpeffc to an unprepared finner: he may falute it as Ahab did I Elijah, “ Haft thou found me, O mine eaemy ?” why t it brings heavy and doleful tidings to him. But a prepa- red foul may falute death, Welcome, O my friend, thou bringeft me tidings of great joy; everlafting deliverance 
from fin, and all the bitter fruits of it. I fhall never complain of thefe any more. 

CHAPTER V. 
Containing diredlions to the people of God, when thcl': 

Lord is pleafed to recover them from fieknefs ■ and diftrefs. 
Direct, i. It is very proper, both underftcinefs and a/'-|1 ter it, to examine if the qffliSion be fan Stifled to you, t 

hath come from the love of God. 
IT would be very comfortable for us to know that then 

afti&ions which God vifits us with, are not the pun- t 
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iHfliment of a judge, but the cbaftifement of a father; that 
jthey do not proceed from wrath, but from love ; that jthey are not curfes, but bleffings to us. Now, the beft 
.'way of knowing this is by the effefts which they work .rand produce in us, through the bleffing of Gcd. 
.[ \Jl. Canft thou fay, that thy affliction hath humbled .5jthee in the fight of God, and made thee confefs and be- .Iwail thy fins and ftrayings from God as the procuring 1 :aufe thereof ? Hath it been like Mofes’s rod, that fmote :he rock, and fetched out much water ? Did you water rour couch with tear§, and mourn humbly before God for 

ill thy God-provoking fins? Then it is a good fign fick- icfs is fan&ified. 2dly. Doth thy affliftion drive thee nearer God, and 
raufe thee aim at clofer communion with God in duty [than formerly, faying, “ However carclef* and overly I 

jihave been in time paft, it is furely good for me now to lid raw near to God ?” Then thy ficknefs is a blefiing to 
Ihee. 3<//y- Affliction is fanftified, when the corruption and 
ieceitfulnefs of the heart is the more difeovered and laid -pen to the view of the feu!; fo as the man is made to ...labhor himfelf in dull and allies, and cry out as the leper, 

•X*Unclean, unclean.” I never could have thought my .heart was fo wicked as now I fee it. 
• 4,-thIy. It is a fanctified ficknefs, that purgeth the Hiearf, and changeth the life, and gives a dead ftroke to 

Ithy fins and idols, and makes thee to loathe and abhor phem more than ever, faying with Ephraim, “ What , 
lhave I to do any more with idols?” It is a blefi'ed rod, when grace is more quick- ,i#ned and ftirred up thereby, and the man turns more fruitful in holy duties and good works; when it is a bud- 
ping, and bloiloming rod, like to Aaron’s, Numb. xvii. It is recorded there of Aaron’s rod, that it brought 

•■■ forth buds, bloomed blofibms, and yielded almonds. So " |*t is happy with us, when our rods and ficknefles do pro- 
[duce in us, not only the buds of a profdlion, or the blof- .{jioms or feme beginnings of a reformation; but even •.jeaufe us to yield almonds, fruit faveury to God. Is 
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conftience become more tender with refpeft to fin ! Are v/e more jealous over our hearts? Are we more fervent in prayer, more lively in praife, more mortified to the world, more defirous of communion with God? Then may we fay with David, “ It is good for us we have been aifli&ed ?” and with Hezekiah, “Thou haft, in love 
to my foul, delivered it from the pit of corruption.” 
Direct, ii Male eovfciencs of offering to God thefacrifict cf thanlfgiving, upon his recovering thee from fcknefs or 

any dijlrefs. 
rTT','HE Pfalmift gives us this direction from Gcd, Pfal. JL 1. 14, 15. And he (hews us that it was his own pra&ice in a fuch cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 17. Pfal. ciii. 1, 2, 3, &c. The command is juft, let us obey it; the example 
excellent, let us imitate it. Praise is comely for the up- night. Here I (hall give fome motives and advices. 

i/?, God, who is the author of all thy mercies and de- liverances, gives you tongues forthis very end, that you may blefs and praife him for thefe mercies, James iii. g* 
Hence man’s tongue is called his glory above the reft of the creatures, Pfal. Ivii. 8. There is none in the creation ib endued and qualified for praifing God, as man is. An- gels have reafoiv and minds, whereby' they adore and ad-j 
mire God’s gcodnefs and excellency, but have no tonguestl to praife him ; beads have tongues, but without fpeech onj reafon to ufethem : but man hath both reafon and fpeech,|J 
that he may both admire God’s goodnefs, and with hisjl 
tongue found forth God’s praife. See then, O believer jl that you ufe your tongue to anfwer the end of your cre-fl gtion. God lofeth his due rent of praife from the reft of|| 
the world, but he expefts it from his children, whomJI he hath formed for this end, and on whom he hath beftow-p 
ed many diftinguifhing favours. idly. The facrifice of thankfgiving is moft pleafing and) 
acceptable to God. He loves your tears and prayersj 
O believer, but much more your praifes. How well plea- fed was our Lord with the poor leper Samaritan, that re- turned and gave him thanks for curing his bodily diftem- per? Luke xvii. He difmiffed him with a fpecial bleff- 
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ing, and cured him of Ms foul’s difeafes, as well as of | his body’s. And therefore, : 3///y,Confider that thankfulnefs for thy mercies received i is a moft profitable courfe for ourfelf; for it is the way to t get more and better blefiings beftovved upon you accord- !l ing to Pfal. Ixvii. 5, 6. “ Let the people praife thee, 1 O God. Then lhall the earth yield her increafe: and i* God, even our own God, fhall blefs us.” Thankfgiving rt for former mercies is a kindly way of petitioning for new favours, and God will underftand it in this fenfe. 

4*A/y,God is fo well pleafed with the duty of thankgiv- ing, that he honours it to be the eternal work of heaven. 
Whereas other graces, fuch as, faith, hope, and repent- 
ance, will then be melted into love and joy forever, fo other duties of worfliip, fuch as, reading, hearing, and 
prayer, will then be changed into that of praife and thankfgiving; the glorified company above will never be 
weary of this work; and fhall not we delight in it now, when God is calling us to it by fo many new mercies ? In the next place, that thou mayeft offer the facrifice of thankfgiving to Gcd for thy recovery, with geacious i acceptance, I fhall lay before you the following advices. 1. See that your heart be touched with a fenfe of the 
greatnefs of the mercy, and of the goodnefs of God man- ifefted therein. We muft put a due value upon our mer- cies, and have our hearts affected with God’s kind deal- ing towards us in them, if vve would be rightly thankful 
to God the author of them.—Hence it was that David called upon his heart, and all within him, to blefs the Lord for his benefits, Pfal. ciii. j. and in Pfal. cxxxriii. ^ 1. he faith, “I will praife thee with my whole heart.” A s in an inftrument of mufic, the more found comes out of the belly of it, it i? the fweeter; foour praife is the more acceptable to God, when the heart is full of gra- cious affe&ions, 2. Let your praife be the native refult of faith and 
love in your foul, otherwife it will be but au empty found. Faith i* necefiary to draw by the veil, and /hews us the 
perfeftions of the invifible God, who is the fpring and author of all our mercies; love gives a deep fenfe of hit 
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goodaefs, enlargeth the heart towards God, and opens || 
the lips to (hew forth his praife. 3. Study to have a deep fenfe of your own unworthi- > nefs and ill defervings at the Lord’s hand, upon the ac- 
count of your fins, and ill improvements of former deliv- 
erances, faying with Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 10. ‘LI am 1 not worthy of the lead of all thy mercies.” 4. Look above inftruments and fecond caufes, and do 
not afcribe your recovery to phyficians or outward means,. J 
but to the Lord, the prime author of it, whofe bleffing I alone it is that gives efficacy and fuccefs to the appoint- 
ed means, and by whofe mercy only we are fpared and brought back from the gates of the grave. To this the apoftle attributes Epaphroditus his recovery, Phil. ii. 27. “ Indeed he was fick nigh unto death,, but God had mercy on him,” Hence we are told, 1 Sam. ii. 6. “The Lord bringeth dowm to the grave, and bringeth up.” 5. Obferve narrowly the remarkable circumftanees of 
the Lord’s goodncfs, and the fweet ingredients of thy 
mercies. As. for inftance, (1.) How difcernible the Lord’s hand was in thy deliverance, wrhich obliged thee to fay, Surely this is the finger of God ? This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in mine eyes. ( 2. J How thy deliverance came to thee as the return of pray- er, makes thee fay. Surely he is a prayer-hearing God. 
(3.) How deliverance came when there was but little 
ground to hope for it. See how Hezekiah obferved this ingredient in his recovery from ficknefs. Ifa. xxxviii, j 
to, 11. “I faid in the cutting off of my days, I (hall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the refidue - ft/ my years. I faid, I (hall not fee the Lord, even the 
Lord in the land of the living: I (hall behold man no >! 
more, with the inhabitants of the world.” verfe 15.. “ What (hall I fay ? he hath both fpoken to me, and 
himfelf bath done it.” Sometimes God fends deliverances to his people when they are moft hopelefs, and faying, with the captives in Babylon, Ezek. xxxvii. 1 r. Behold 
our bones are dried, and our hope is loft, and we are cut 
off for our parts.” (4.) Remember how the extremity of.thy diftrefs was God’s opportunity of fending relief. 
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Abraham never forgat the feafonablenefs of God's ap- 

| pearing for him in his extreme need upon mount Moriah, when he called the name of the place Jehovah Jirah, 
! for prefervnig the memorial of it; “ In the mount of j the Lord it will beTeen.” So doth David. Pfal. cxvi. I j was brought low, and he helped me.” 6. Let the prefent deliverance bring all former mer- cies to thy remembrance, that fo thou mayeft praife God for them all, whether they be national or perfonal mer- cies, public or private, fpiritual or temporal. New mer- cies (hould revive the memory of the old, and all of them Ihould come above board at fuch times l fo doth the Pfal mi ft direft, Pfal. cv. 2. “ Sing to the Lord, talk ye of all his wondrous works.” And. what he direfts others I; to, he praftifeth liimfelf in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 12. j “ What fhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to- 
I wards me?” 7. Be ready to communicate to others an account of the Lord’s kind dealings towards you, and the fweet in- 

gredients of his mercies ; and particularly of his fending fpiritual deliverance to your foul, as well as outward de- 
liverance to your body, when he is pleafed to do fo. And 1 do this in order to recommend the fervice of God to oth- ers, and to engage and invite them to aflift you in blef- fing and praifing the Lord. We fee how David obferved 

; his foul deliverances, Pfal. cxvi. 7, 8. and declares his | experience to others, Pfal. xxii. 22. I will declare thy name unto my brethren ; in the midft of the congrega- 1 tion will I praife thee.” Pfal. Ixvi. 16. “ Come and, : hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he i hath done for my foul.” , Lajlly, Remember always to give thanks for mercies to the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as 1 dire&ed, Eph. v. 20. Your fpiritual facrifices are only acceptable to God, when you offer them up by Jefus Chrift, 1 Pet. ii. 5. As we muft feek all our mercies in 
Chrift’s name, fo we muft give thanks for them alfo in his name. He is the Mediator of our praifes, as well as of our prayers. Believers have not one mercy, but what 
comes fwimming to them in Chrift’s blood, and is the fruit 
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of his death and purchafe to them : and therefore he is to be owned and looked to in the receiving of every mer- cy. And as Chrifl is the only mediator for conveying bleflings and mercies from God to us, fo he is the foie 
mediator for conveying all our fervices and fpiritual facri- fices to God. God accepts of them only as they are per- fumed by Chrift’s meritorious facrifices, and potent inter- ceffion. 
D-irect. hi. When the Lord is pleafed to grant thee any Jignal mercy or deliverance from trouble, beware of forget- ting the Lord's kindnefs towards thee. 
FORGETTING of God’s remarkably kind provi- dences is an evil we are naturally prone unto when we are in a profperaus ftate. Hence it is that the fpirit of God gives fo many cautions againft it in his word; and 
the faints of God do fo folemnly charge their own fouls to beware of it, as in Pfal. ciii. 2. “ Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his benefits ; who hcaleth all thy difeases, who redeemeth thy life from deftru&ion.’, 
Forget not his benefits, but carefully preferve and treafure them up in thy memory. It was ufual for faints under 
the Old Teftament to fet up fome vifiblc monument to remind them of God’s Angular favours to them ; they erefted Hones, and built altars, to be memorials of the mer- 
cies they received, and put names on the places for this end. Let all this teach you to guard againil this evil of forgetting the Lord’s kind providence in recovering you 
from ficknefs. You are guilty of this evil, when you do not duly val- 
ue the mercy, but let it pafs as a turn of common provi- dence. When you let the impreffion of the mercy wear foon off your hearts; when you make bad ufe of it, or 
do not rightly improve it to God’s glory, and your own foul’s good ; when yeu do not put on new refolutions to walk more exaftly, live more fruitfully, and ferve God 
more holily aad humbly ; then are you guilty of forget- ting his benefits. 

This is an evil moil grievous and provoking, to a good 
and gracious God, as is evident from the many heavy 
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complaints he makes of his people for it,'as in Judges viii. 34. Pfai. Ixxviii. if. Pfal. cvi. 13. Wherefore watch and pray againft it. 
Direct, jv. Inquire after thefe fruits of righteoufnefs, which are the genuine ejfeBs of affliHien in the children of God, who are duly exerefed thereby. 
THE apofile fpeaks of thefe fruits, Heb. xii. II. as 

natively following upon fanftified afflictions, and a kindly exercife of fpirit under them. And therefore it is 
your duty to inquire if they be produced in you. 

*/?. The increafe of true repentance is one of thefe fruits which is the produdt of fanftified trials. Job found it in himfelf on the back of his affliction, chap. xlii. 6. 
“Now I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft. andafhes.” It 
would be happy, if we could lind our hearts more foft and melting upon the view of fin, after we have been in the 
furnace of affli&icn. idly. Another fruit is the improvement of faith. The 
afflicted believer is taught to look to, and depend more upon God in time of need, and lefs upon tke creature. He now fees that vain is the help of man in the day of 
calamity, and that God in Chrift is the only proper objeCt of the foul’s trull. This was the fruit of the apoflle’s 
affliction, 2 Cor. i. 8, 9, to. “We were preffed out of meafure, above llrength, infomuch that we defpaired even of life. We had live fentence of death in curfelves, that 
we fhouldWot trull in ourfelves, but in God that raifeth the dead : who delivered us from fo great a death, and doth deliver : in whom we trull that he will yet deliver.” 

?dly, Humility and low thoughts of ourfelves is one of the fruits of righteoufnefs which fan&ified affliclion doth yield. How proud and lofty was Nebuchadnezzar be- 
fore he was afflicted, Dan. iv. 29, 30. But afterwards he is made to own God, and humbly fubmit to him as his fupreme and incontrolable Sovereign, and to acknow- ledge,. that thofe who walk in pride, he is able to abafe, ver. 37. This was God’s defign in the various trials, of bis people Ifrael in the wildernefs, Deut. viii. 16. “That 
he might humble thee, prove thee, and do thee rood at 
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thy latter end.” See then, O believer, if this fruit be produced in thee. qthly, Another fruit is the fpirit of prayer and fuppli- 
cation. This was vifible in the Pfalmift’s cafe, after God had delivered him from the furrows of death, and 
heard his voice, Pfalm cvi. 2. “ Therefore, fays he, will I call upon him as long as I live.” O, faith the true believer, God’s mercy to me in trouble, and his fend- ing me relief when I cried to him, will make me love 
prayer the better, and engage me to be more diligent in it ail my days; for I ftill fee I have daily need of his helping hand. $thly, Heavenly-mindednefs is a fruit of fanftified af- fhftion. Before the man was incTined to that language. 
It is good for us to be here, let us build tabernacles in 
this lower world. But now he turns his tongue, and chungeth his thoughts, and faith, with the Pfalmift, “ It is good for me to draw nigh to God. Arife, let us de- 
part, this is not our reft.” This world is nothing but the houfe of our pilgrimage, heaven only is our home. 

(>thbj, Another fruit of fanililied trials, is greater love to Ged than formerly. How much was David’s heart warmed with love and gratitude to God, upon the back of his affli&ion, fo that he wants words to exprcfs the af- fe&idns of his foul ? Pfal. cxvi. 1,8, 12. “I will love 
the Lohi becaufe he hath heard my voice. I was brought low, but he helped me. Thou haft; delivered my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from fail- ing. What fhall I render unto the Lord for all his be- 
nefits towards me?” "Jlhly, Learning and keeping God’s word is a fruit of fanftified affiiftion, Pfalm cxix. 67, 7 (. Let us inquire 
if this fruit be produced in us after ficknefs. Do w-e at- tend to the word more clofely ? dq we believe it more firmly ? do we embrace its offers more earneftly? and do we live more in the expeflation of that glory which the 
word doth reveal to us? “ Then it is good for us we have been afflicted: for we have learned more of God’s word.” %thly, Tendernefs of confcience is a happy fruit of 
fandtified trouble ; when the believer, after it, becomes 
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exceedingly afraid of fin, and of making new wounds in 
his confcience. He cannot think of adventuring again upon any known fin ; for the fmart of former wounds, 
and the pain they occafioned in the foul, when diftrefs lay j: upon him, makes deep and lafting impreffion on his mind, j as it did on the aflli&ed church, Lam. iii. 19, 20. “Re- member mine afHi&ion, and my mifery, the wormwood 
and the gall, my foul hath them dill in remembrance, and is humbled within me.” Now, fuch fruits of righteouf- nefs are an evidence we have been fuitably exercifed un- j der affliftion: O to find them produced in us after fick- nefs is over! 
Direct, v. Be careful to perform thefc refolutions, engage- ments or vows, you have come under in the time of fcknefs, and walk fuitably to them. 

4 S a time of ficknefs and affliction is a proper feafon 
X\. for making vows to God, and binding our fouls with resolutions to mortify fin in the heart, and purge it away from the life, and to be diligent in duty, and walk 
more humbly with God: fo a time of recovery from fick- nefs is a proper feafon for paying and performing thefe I vows. This was the royal Pfalmift’s practice in fuch a cafe, Pfalm cxvi. 6, 16, 17, 18. “I was brought low, 1 and he helped me. Truly I am thy fervant, I am thy fervant. I will offer to thee the facrifice of thankfgiving. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the prefence 
of all his people.” Now for your affiltance in this mat- I' ter, I offer you thefe few advices. if, Defer not to pay your vows, but be fpeedy, and 
take the firfl: opportunity to pay them. Delays in this j'’ cafe are moft dangerous; Solomon, that wife man, was j fenfible of this, which made him give thee this advice, Eccl. v. 4. “ When thou voweft a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it.” idly, Be ftill jealous of thy heart, which is prone to deal treacheroufiy with God after affliftion is over The 
Ifraelites practice is a fad inftance of his truth, Pfalm Ixxviii. 34, &c. “ When he flew them, then they fought him, a»d they returned and inquired early after God, &c. 
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Neverthelefs, they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues; for their heart was not right with him, neither were they fteadfail in his 
coveT>ant.,, The purpofes of many in affli&ion are like to the vows of mariners in a ftorm; they are the firft things which they forget and break when once they win fafe fliore. However penitent fome feem to be in lick- 
nefs, yet when they recover from it, they foon return to their old fins again. They are like metals in a furnace, they melt and turn liquid while in it, but when out, they foon return to their old hardnefs. There is good reafon for that caution the Lord give us, Ma!. ii. 16. “There- 
fore take heed to your fpirit, that you deal not treacher- 
oufly.” Cry continually for llrength from above to ena- 
ble you to perform your vows. The Pfalmifl took this 
courfe, and found it faccefsful, Pfalm cxxxviii. 3. “In the day when I cried to thee, thou anfweredft me, and ftrengthenedft me with ftrength, in my foul.” And for- 
get not, O believer, that God has treafured up ftrength for thee in thy head and furety Chrift Jefus ; wherefore 
be ftill borrowing from him, for the performing of all thy engagements, 2 Tim. ii. 1. “My fon be ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus.” Put thy treacherous heart in thy furety's hand: for though thou art weak, 
yst thy Redeemer is ftrong. Whenever then you firft perceive your heart begins to ftart afide from God, be 
fare to check it, and look up to God in Chrift for ftrength to fecure it againft treachery and perfidious deal- ing: cry with the PJalmift, “ Be furety for thy fervant 
for g«od.” /Sfthly. Guard diligently againft thy predominant fin, 
the fin that hath moft eafily befet thee, the fin that was moft bitter and uneafy to thee in the day of diftrefs. Keep a narrow eye upon it now; for if once that fin be 
got vanifhed, the reft will the more eafily be put to flight. ^thly. Be frequently meditating on thy vows, and on 
the condition thou waft in when they were taken on, and ftudy to keep alive in thy heart the fame apprehenfmn of 
tilings after ficknefs which thou hadft in the time of it. 
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How vain and comfortlefs did the world and its vanities 
then appear to thee! how awful were the truths of God on thy fpirits! how far preferable was the loving-kind- nefs of God to.thee than life! how precious was Chrill 
then in thy eyes ! O that your judgment, thoughts, and 
imprefiions of thefe things, may continue ftill the fame! 6/&/y, Keep up the impreffions of the precioufnefs of time, that you may di’-igently improve it; and lhake off floth and idlenefs. Remember what a view you got in 
the time of ficknefs, of long-lafting eternity ; and what a trouble it was to you to look back, and fee how much time you had loft in fin and vanity. When fometimes we ■ are brought to the brink of eternity, the near views we 1 then get of its vaftnefs and unchangeablenefs, are afometimes fo awful and amazing to us, that we are rea- 
dy to think, though we had Methufalem’s years to live, it would be Junreafonable wilfully to miflpend one hour of them all. Well then, is ficknefs •ver, or time fo Ihort, 
and fo little of it remaining behind ? will we be fo foolilh, as to be lavifh of it ftill, and trifle it away as before ? ’jthly. Set a fpecial mark upon all thefe fins, whether of omiflion or commiflion, that made death to look grim and ghaftly upon you in the time of ficknefs, and againft w hich you refolved ; and fee to get every one of thena amended and removed. Remember and confider how fad 
it will be for you, if ficknefs find you again in the very fame fins which formerly ftung you. What will you fay to confcience, when it (hall challenge you ? How will you look death in the face, if it (hould find you living in the very fame fins you formerly mourned for, and promifed againft ! Death would then be the king of terrors to thy ^ foul indeed. O then, mind thy vows, and fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ivi. 12, 13. “ Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praifes to thee. For thou haft delivered my foul from death: wilt thou deliver my feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God in the light of the living.” 

L 
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CHAP. VI. 

Containing direftions to the unregenerate, when they arc 
recovered from ficknefs, and reftored to health. 

Direct, i. Seeing the qfflifiions of the voided are unfandi- fied, it is necejfary you examine vuhat forts of ajflitlion 
yours hath been, and what fruits it hath produced in you.. 

I HAVE in the preceeding chapter {liewed, that the 
afflictions of believers are fatherly chaftifements pro* ceeding from love; that they are fanctified, and yield the 

peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs: I have given the marks of fanctified afflictions, and mentioned the happy fruits 
which they produce in the children of God. On the other hand, it is necefiary to let Chriitlefs per- fons know, that their afflictions are of a different kind; they are even punifflment from God as a judge, proceed- ing from wrath: they are unfanCtified to them, and pro- 
duce no fruits, but what are bitter and unfavory. Well then, O Chriftlefs foul, thou haft reafon to fuf- peCt the worft concerning thy ficknefs, that it hath not || been fanCtified, and its fruits are not good. O then, labour || 
to know the truth'of the matter,that thou mayeft be hum- Ij ble under a fenfe of thy mifery, and flee to Jefus Chrift H for relief. And for thy affiftance in this inquiry, I will I 
give fome marks of unfan&ified affliCHons. i/?. If ficknefs hath not humbled thee under a fenfe of | thy fins, the procuring caufe thereof, nor any wife hath i 
weakened fin in thee, nor reclaimed thee from it, but it f remaineth in thee asftrong as ever; it is a fign thy af« H fli&ion is unfanCIified. This was the cafe of thofe of |j whom God complaineth, Jer. ii. 30. “ In vain have I E fmitten your children; they received no correction.” As 1 
if he had faid, The phy fic I gave them did not purge out ji fin; ner weaken corruption in the leaft. They have been r 
ftricken, but not grieved for fin; the fire hath burnt ll 
round about them, but they have not laid fin to heart, | that kindled the flame. zdly. It is a mark of unfanCtified affliction, when, it :i 
hath no influence upon a finner to bring him to a ferious (i 
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i communing with his own heart concerning the eftate of i his foul, and to inquire in what terms he (lands with God i that aifli&s him. God’s voice by affliftion is that in , Hag. i. 7. “ Now conflder your ways.” In the day of ; adverfity confider where you are, what you are, what you ! have done, and what is the meaning of the rod, and what 

' will be the iffue of it through eternity, in cafe it hath a 1 commiffion to cut the thread of life. Now when a man .1 remains ftupid and carelefs about thefe important matters, 
’ and never noticeth the voice of affliftion, fo as to inquire I ferioudy about his foul’s condition; “Am I under a cove- nant of works, or a covenant of grace ? Am I a child of 

God or an enemy of God ? Have I fled to the city of refuge, or am 1 jlili in a fnelterlef&ftate ? Am I Hill under 
1 a cloud of wrath, or am I brought under the banner of ■ love ?” I fay, where there are no fuch inquiries, the afflic- 

tion is unfan&ified. 
3*//y. It is a certain flgn of unfanclified affliftion, when i a perfon grows worfe by it, and revolts the more he is j fliicken, like thefe, Ifa. i. 5. 

, Spucjl When may it be faid, that a perfon grows worfe by affliction ? /Infiv. 1. When the finner’s heart turns harder than 
it was before: fo every plague on Egypt, increajed the plague of hardnefsin. Pharaoh’s heart. It fares with ma- ny hearts, as with iron that is often heated in the fire 

f and quenched id the water, it ftiil increafeth in hardnefs. 3 When a perfon gives way to impatience and murmur- , ing againfl God while he affliCts him. 3. When the lufts • of the heart grow more ilrong and'impetuous, and after- 
t wards rage the more, that they may have been ftopt in • t1 their courfe by affliClion. In fuch cafes a perfon grows worfe by the rod. 
| Direct, h Confider the great danger »f not letng bettered 
| h fcknefs, and of not complying <with the voice of God’s. ! j rod. 

OD’s voice by his rod doth loudly call finners to re- Jt pentance, and fleeing to the Lord Jefus Chrift for ; i refuge frora.wrath. Now, when this voice is not hark- 
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ened to, but men go in their fecure and finful courfe a* before, God is highly provoked, and the iffue will be terrible. For, 

jy?. Though ficknefs be removed, and the’furnace of affli&ion be cooled for the time; yet the wrath that kind- died it, continues ftill to burn. And you have ground to fear led you be ranked among thefe who are the genera^ tion of God’s wrath, again!! whom he will have indigna- 
tion forever. 

'idly. If leffer rods do not awaken you, yon may ex- pedl greater and forer judgments are coming on you. Yea, God may caufe them to come rolling thick upon you, as ivavesand billows in a ftorm, one upon the neck 
of another. The great depths, both above and below, may be opened together ; the difpleafure of God, and 
wrath of men, may confpire and meet to pour out them- 
felves as water-fpouts upon you at once : and to whom then will ye look for help? ^dly. The Lord may give over dealing with you, or 
ufing any further means to reclaim you ; be may re- 
fufe to corre£! you any more, or bellow a rod upon you for your good, and fay of you, as of Ephraim, Hof. iv. i 7. “ Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone.” isthly. The Lord may give you up to fpiritual plagues 
and judgments; and indeed this commonly is the refult of obftinacy and incorrigiblenefs under outward rods.' When Ifrael would not harken to God’s voice, he gave 
them up to their own hearts lufts, Pfal. Ixxxi. 1 (, 12. Now, thefe plagues are the fevereft. External judgments 
are God’s rods, but fpiritual judgments are his fwords, 
which pierce the very foul. Blindnefs of mind, hard- nefs of heart, fearednefs of confcience, vile affections, 
and a reprobate fenfe, are the veiy forerunners of hell and damnation. Thefe vldio are impenitent and unfruitful 
Under outward afflictions, have caufe to tremble left God 
be provoked to infiift thefe fpiritual judgments. $thly. Be affured, though God fpare you long, yet the glafs of his forbearance will at length run out. God’s pa- 
tience towards fitiners hath a term and bound, over which it will not pafs. The time will come, when a long fuffer- 
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mg God will at laft fay, “ My fpirit lhall no longer ftrive and the angel will cry, as in Rev. xiv. 7. “The hour of God’s judgmer-t is come.” You that abufe 
God’s patience, and prefume upon it, his treaty of peace will end with you in a little, and the mailer of the houfe will rife up and Ihut to the door. Then patience will 
come down, and juftice will afeend the ftage, and trample upon, and triumph over, all that abufe divine patience. 
Sodom was a wonder of God’s patience for a long time, but now it is a lafting monument of his anger. 6thly, If you be not bettered by God’s rods or fpa- ring mercies, then your prefervation at prefent will be 
nothing but refervation for the day of God’s wrath. And the longer your cup of fin is a filling, the fuller lhall the cup of God’s patience, you treafure up wrath for your- felves againft the day of wrath, Rom. it. 4. and though you be delivered from fome judgments, you are referred for worfe, yea, feven times worfe, according to Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. Nay, there is a ruining blowdefigned againll you, both foul and body, as foon as your cup is full; and the 
axe is already laid to the root of the tree, Matth. iii. ic. One blew of God’s axe will cut you off forever. 

Remember this, O finner, though God’s hand be lifted off you at prefent, and his meffenger death be for a little recalled, yet he will quickly return, and knock fo loud at 
your door, as not to be refufed. And what will you do in the day of vifitation ? Howghaftly mult the pale horfe be, when hell follows him at the heels i And how hot and fiery muff that hell be, which is inflamed and blown 
up by fo long impenitence, and abufe of patience ? 
Direct, iii. Wonder at the patience of God in /paring fuch hcll-deferving finners as you are, and be thankful 

for it. 
HATH along fullering God preferved the thread of 

your life, when it was almoft fnapt afundcr by the violence officknefs? hath he freed you from racking pains, under which you were groaning ? nay, faved you 
from the grave and hell, into which you were falling} 
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and have you not caufe of wonder and thankfgiving ? To move you to it, confider thefe few things. 

\fi. How miferable had you been through all eterni- ty, if your ficknefs had carried you off to another world in your fins? You had been howling with damned fpirits, 
under endlefs and ceafelefs torments, and forever cut off from theie hopes, and offers of mercy you now have. 
Then the mafter of the houfe would have had the door fo barred againft you, as it could never have been opened again to you, knock as you would, Luke xiii. 25. 2dly. Confider how heavily you had burdened his pa- tience with your henious fins, and frequent relapfes there- into : and that after convidlions, calls, and various rods 
i’ent to reclaim you: fo that he was put to fay, as in Amos ii. 13. “Behold, lam preffed under you, as a 
cart is preffed that is full of (heaves.” He was overbur- dened with your fins, fo that the axel-tree of patience was ready to break, and let you fall into hell; and yet, behold he bears with you Hill. 

3<//y. Confider how foon he could have eafed himfelf of the load, and ffiaken you off into the pit of deftru&ion. In a moment could he have done it, and yet he bears many years with your fins that are fo grievous to him. 
Yea, it is with a fort of reluftancy that he eafes himfelf of finners, after he gets the utmoft provocation, Ifa. i. 24. “ Ah ! I will eafe me of mineadverfaries.” 

^ihly. How ready is he to turn away his anger, and reprieve finners from deftru&ion, when in their diftrefs 
they make but a fhew of repentance, and turning unto God ! as we fee in Pfal. Ixxviii. 36, 38, He, like a ten- der-hearted prince, calls back the war rant for their execu- tion, after it was gone forth. 

$thly, Confider how much many Chriftlefs finners are beholden to Jefus Chrift for fparing mercy. He is rep- 
refented by the dreffer, Luke xiii. intcrceeding that the fruitlefs fig-tree might be fpared and tried fome time lon- 
ger, after orders given to cut it down. Were it not for Jefus Chrift, O finner, however much you forget and flight him, you had lurcly been in hell long ere now. 
How oft doth he obtain another year, and after that ano- 
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i ther, for the unfruitful finner, and unthankful abufers of I divine patience ! 6thly> Confider how fparing mercy hath diftinguifhed I you from many others, who lived not fo long, nor finned 

fo much as you have done. God hath wounded the hai- ry fcalp of many, and taken them away in their youth j when he hath continued you to manhood, and perhaps to 
i old age ; though your fins and ill defervings be greater i than thefe of many, on whom he hath long fiace taken (vengeance. God hath left many also tolling and groaning on beds of pain, when he hath'eafed and raifedyou up. O then, return like the thankful leper, and magnify the God of your health. Hath God diftinguifhed you from others, by his goodnefs ? It becomes you to diftinguilh yourfelves from others, by your thankfulnef*. O that men would 

praife the Lord for his goodnefs! undeferved and dif- tinguilhing goodnefs ! To move you to this, let me fet the example of Hez- ekiah before you, Ifa. xxxviii. and there fee how thank- 
fully and affe&ionately he remembered the Lord’s mer- cies in recovering and delivering him from the bitter af- 1 fliftion he had been under. “ I faid, I am deprived of ; the relidue of my years, I fhall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. Like a crane or fwallow, fo did I chatter; I did mourn as a dove. Behold, for peace I had great bitternefs ; but thou haft in love to my foul delivered it from the pit of corruption. The living fnall praife thee, as I do this day.” Yea, he was 
fo overcome with a fenfe of the Lord’s patience and mercy towards him ; that he is at a lofs how to exprefs ^t, verfe 15. “What lhall I fay ? He hath both fpoken 1 unto me, and himfelf hath done it.” , Let all who are recovered from fxcknefs, ftudy to imi- tate that good king in holy admiration and thankfulnefs to the God of their life. 
Direct, iv. Study to improve the fparing mercy and good- 

nefs of God to you in a right andfukablc manner. 
O SINNER, hath Ged brought yo* back from the 

gates of death, and brink of hell, rdlored you to 
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health, and given you a new offer of mercy and falvatioB. through Chrift in a preached gofpel, which you formerly ; 
defpifed ? Strive now to improve the Lord’s patience 
and kind dealings towards you with the utmoft care, and abufe his patience no longer. And in order thereto, 
take the following counfels. I. Be deepiy humbled for your former obftinacy and impenitency, notwithftanding of God’s gracious and pa- 
tient dealing. O let the fparing mercy and goodnefs of God towards thee, lead thee to repentance, which is the native defign of it, according, to Rom. ii. 4. “ Defpifeft thou the riches of his gsodnefs, forbearance, and long- fuffering, not knowing that the goodnefs oJ God leadeth 
thee to repentance ?” As if he had faid, “ Doff thoir not fee, O man, the kind providence of God in fparing and recovering thee from ficknefs, taking thee by the hand, and pointing out to thee to go to thy clofet to mourn and weep for all thy bypaft fins, and particularly for thy miffpending the time of health,, and abufing of the Lord’s patience ?” The confideration of David’s goodnefs and forbearance towards Saul, melted Saul’s heart, for as hard and rugged as it was, and made him to- 
lift up his voice end weep, and fay to David, 1 Sam. xxiv. ry. &c. “ Thou art more righteous than I; for thou halt rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 
And thou haft Ihewed this day, how that thou haft dealt well with me; for as much as when the Lord had deliv- ered me into thine hand, thou killedft me not. For ! (fays he) if a man find his enemy, will he let him go t 
well away ?” O far more reafon haft thou, O man, to* weep and cry, “ God hath found me his enemy, yea in. my enmity and fins, fighting againft himfelf; he had 1 me on a fick-bed, and on the very brink of hell, and the- '* leaft touch of his hand would have thruft me in: but yet . 
he hath fpared his enemy, and let me go well away. Oh,. will not thefe cords of love draw me, and this matchlefs goodnefs invite and hire me to repent ? Can any confide- ! j 
ration in the world be more powerful than this to melt my hard heart into tears of holy fhame and forrow for j 
my ftiff-neckednefs and rebellion againft a gracious and ’ 



Afflicted Maids Companion. 129 
long-fuffrring God ? Away with thefe curfed God-pro- 
voking fins of mine! down with thefe weapons of rebel- 
lion? let me never lift them more againftfuch a merciful Sovereign!” II. Zealoufly improve the time, which God in his long-fuffering hath lengthened out to you in working 
out the falvation of thy foul. Have you fo long been loading the patience of God with your fins? have you many a day been grieving his holy Spirit, by trifling away your time, flighting his motions and venturing on fins 
againft light ? O then beware of burdening his patience any more; but diligently harken to every motion of God’s 
fpirit, and of your own confcience for the time to come. You have much work to do and but little time to do it in ; therefore lay hold on every opportunity for carrying it on. The confideration of the much time you have alrea- 
dy loft and mifipent, fliould make you the more diligent in what remaineth. How much 6f it have you loft in youth? how much in ignorance? how much in negli- gence ? how much in worldlinefs ! how much in paftimes ? how much in idle words? how much in aftual fins and 
provocations againft God ? and now it may be near the evening of your day. And will you not fpend the even- 
ing (which God is mercifully lengthening out) with ex- traordinary care and diligence ? If a traveller loofe the 
begiisning of the day, he muft travel the fafter in the evening, otherwife he may fall ftrort of his journey, and 

- have his lodging to feek when night comes. Paul had miffpent much of the beginning of his life; and this con- fideration (when his eyes were opened) did ftirhim up to 
be more diligent in the fervice of God fd that he was more zealous than any of the reft of the apoftles. O man, follow his example, and trifle no longer in the work of 
God. Art thou not convinced thou haft fquandered away enough of this precious treafure of time already ? And 
wilt thou alfo miflpend and throw away the little that re- mains? Oh ? be not fo foolifli. III. Be careful to raze all falfe foundations, and build your hopes of falvation, upon the only fure rock, Jefus Chrift. Let it not difeourage thee to dig to the foun- 
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dation, that fo much of thy day is loft ; for it is better to 
do it late than never. Remember how miferable is the condition of that houfe which is built upon the fand, Matth. vii. 27 “ For when the flood comes, and the 
ftorm arifeth and beats upon it, great and difmal will the fall of that houfe be.” Do not build your hopes of hea- 
ven upon God’s abfolute mercy, upon your convidtions, upon your freedom from grofs fins, upon your prayers or tears .upon your morality and juft dealings with men: though thefe be neceflary and excellent in themfelves, 
yet they are falfe foundations for to build the hopes of your juftification and falvation upon, feeing they are wholly infufficient to bear fuch a weight. However much thefe things have been efteemed and valued by yob 
formerly, in the matter of juftification; yet if you re- 
folve to be a wife builder, you will let them all now go, yea, count them all but lofs and dung, that you may win Chrift, (our only hope) build on him alone, and be found in him, not having on your own righteousnefs, 
which is but filthy rags. 

Well then, raze and tear up every falfe foundation, 
dig deep, till you win to the rock Chrift. Dig deep in- to the holy law and nature of God; dig till you fee the infinite ftridtnefs of divine juftice, the unfpeakable evil 
that is in fin, the hidden vilenefs and abomination of the heart, your own inability to do any thing for your help and relief. Dig yet further, till you fee the infinite ful- 
nefs and freenefs of God’s peace in Jefus Chrift, that fuitable remedy that anfwers all a poor finner needs. 
Dig deep, and dig on, till you win to this rock; let your cry be ftill to God, Lord, lead me to the rock Chrift, and his all-fufficient righteoufnefs only. A6t faith upon 
this rock, rely on it, build all your hopes on it, and fay, this is my reft forever, here will I dwell, for I have delired it. Lord, the dtfire of my foul is only to Cbrill, 
and the remembrance of his name. His name is an oint- 
ment poured forth ; therefore do the virgins love him.” IV. If you would rightly improve the fparing mercy and goodnefs of Gcd, let it lead you to repentance and 
reformation of life. Turn from all thefe fins, whether cf 
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: omiflion or commifllon, now in the day of health, which L conscience challanged you for in the time of ficknefs. 'i! Mind Chrill’s caution and warning to healed finners, j John v. 14. “Behold, thou art made whole ; fin no I more, left a worfe thing befal thee.:, O let fin die with I thy ficknefs; and do not relapfe into thy former fecuri- |; ty and finful ways. Beware of returning with the dog to ; thy vomit, and like the fow that is wafhed, to the wallow- 

S ing again in the mire of thy former fins and uncleannefs- es; left being entangled and overcome again with the 
Ifilthinefs which now thou haft eficaped, thy latter end prove worfe than thy beginning. 
I Lajlly, And to fum up all 1 lhall fay in this chapter, I be careful to redeem time, and a&ive in providing for an j eternal ftate. O prize and value the mercy of health and 
| ftrength more than ever. Sympathize with thefe who 1 are ftill lying on fick beds, and under languilhing diftem- | pers; negleft not to pity and pray for them. Remember i the diftreffed cafe you were in yourfelves, when you had : no reft in your bones, when wearifome nights were ap- pointed to you, and you were full of tolling to the dawn- I ing of the day. Confider how flippery is your Handing. Though the late ftorm of trouble be over, yet the clouds will return after rain. 

CHAPTER VII. 
Containing directions to thofe fick perfons, who are apparantly in a dying condition, and draw- ing near to another world. 

I HAVE already in the firft, third, and fourth chap- ters, given feveral directions concerning our fubmif- 'fion to the will of God, making preparation for death, calling for minifters, edifying others by our discourfe, fettling our worldly affairs, &c. which are very proper for dying perfons, and therefore I Ihall not repeat them, : but proceed to fpeak of other things. Only let me add 
this word, if you have hitherto negleCted to make your 

' wills, fettle your worldly affairs, fend for minifters to 
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difcourfe with and pray over you ; delay it no longer, 
but do it fpeedily, while you have the ufe of your reafon and underftanding. And what I have more to fay, take it in the following directions; 
Direct. I. Conftder when death Jlares you in the facet\ that now is the time if ever to exert the utmojl activity in I preparing to meet with it. 
ALAS, it is to be regretted that the moft part of men negleCt their fouls, milTpend their lives, mifimprove their healths, and kave undone the work for which they 
were created, preferved and enjoyed the gofpeL Surely a near profpedt of death and judgment cannot but be un- cafy to fuch perfons. What a melancholly thought muft 
it be for a dying man, “ Oh ! I had all my time given me to make preparation for endlefs eternity : and alas, I never 
minded it till now, that I muft leave the ftage of this world. 1 Is there any hope for fuch a carelefs and miferable finner?” I acknowledge the cafe is fad, but yet it is not remedilefj nor defperate ; feeing there is a facrifice provkledfoi your fins, and there is an all-fufficient Saviour in your offer, who never did call out any humbled foul, that came to 
him for mercy. Ytm have great reafon indeed to abhor and condemn yourfelf before God, for your fin and fol-1 

ly ; yet defpair not, but believe, whatever be your fins, your dangers, your fears and temptations, that Jefus" Chrift is both able and willing to fave to the uttermoft i all that come to God by him ; and that his grace abound- eth more than your fin aboundeth. O how glad would 
devils and damned fouls in hell be, if they were but in your cafe, and had your offers and hopes! how diligently would they improve the time of mercy! O be perfuaded then to fpend the little time that now remains with the 
utmoft care, in making penitent confeffion of fin to God, I and apply the blood of Chrift for pardon. Nay, even the beft of God’s people have need to be diligent at this j 
time, in making aClual preparation for dying. God is 1 now faying to you, as Jolhua did to the Ifraelites, Jofli. I 
i. 11. “ Prepare your viCluals, for within three days ye i /hall pafs over this Jordan, to go in to poffefs the land ) 
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which the Lord your God giveth you.” Lay in pro- ; vjfion for your paffing over this Jordan of death: you 
know not how rough the paifage may be. I (hall give fame motives taprefs. this diligent and ac- ■. tive preparation; and therefore confider, • 

\jl. The (hart time of your life that remains is all. the 1 time you have for working- out your falvation. What 
J you do for attaining heaven,- and avoiding hell, muft .be J dope now or never ; for there, is uo work nor device in the grave whither thou gUeft, nor is there any com- ... ing back to this world, to amejid what hath been 'amifs, 
I Dying is.a thing yoit cantiot get a trial of, it is what you ,1 can only do*once, and no more, Heb. ix. 27. 

-idly. Be diligent nowr, ’ for as.foon as death get* 
t commiffion to eut-you off, it will execute it: it will not ! fpare you, nor allow *you one minute more time to pre- i, pare for eternity. - The moft mercilefs enemies have 1 fometim'es.been overcome by the prayers, and tears of 
j f ueh as on tbieir knees do beg a little more time to prepare 31 for another world, and' do harken to their requefts:. but - this enemy,* death, will* not grant one moment’s refpite. ’idly". Confider -that your eternal-ftate and condition will-be according to the rtate in which you die* Death 
, will open the doors either of heaven or hell to you, in r, o'ne of which you (hall take up your eternal abode. As 
t the tree falls at death, fo will it lie through eternity. '/[ihly. Confide;- what a ferious and awful matter it is to !. die, and go.into another world, for then you will have 
i immediately to do witli God your judge; there will be ; no yeil betwixt him and your foul.- .You will then enter 
r into a world of fpirits, wherewith. you are fo little ac- I ' quainted: you are frighted- now to go> in a room alone, 
: ,that is faid to be haunted by. a fpirit; how frightful then r, muft the cafe'ofthofe be, who are hurried into a world 1 of fpirits, not knowing but devils muft belheir compan- i ions forever ? Surely then it is your intereft to give all 
1 diligence now, to mak^ your acquaintance with the , Lord of that world, before you enter into it. : Sthly, Put foyth all thy utmoft activity for thy foul 

>-.( now; for, fo be fure, Satan will put forth kis utmoft M 
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againfl it. If thou, be in a Chriftlefs Hate at this time he will ufe all his efforts and ftratagems to jceep thee fron Chrift; either by flattering thee that thy (late is-good 
thereby to lull thee afleep in fin and fecurity ; or by tell 
ing thee, it as out of time to help matters with thee, there 
by.to drive you into defpair. The devil wii Heave n method unattempted to ruin thy foul, when death is near for he knows his time is fhort; and if he catch not th- 
foul then, he will never get it: and neither can he lim- 
it “hereafter j for if once it enter heaven, he can troub!- it no mci-e. 

If thou art a believer in Chfift, Satan, thy malaciou 
enemy will-not fail to'attack thee, at this time, with ah his might; for though he may know he cannot keej thee out heaven, yet he.will labour to-render the. palfag- 
towards it, as dark, tempefluous,-and uncomfortable a 
pofiibly he can.But it is the believer’s happinefs, this eriu el enemy is under a flrong chain, an.d cannot do all h.0j 
would ; for Jefus Chrift is the good fhepherd th^t hatfjl 
undertaken for all his ftieep. * Neverthelefs, by his u'if!| permiflion, this adverfary may fometimes give great diftf] 
turbarice to a dying faint; which calls thee to the great I eft diligence and watchfulnefs at this time.lt is the obfer i. 
vation of one, that as the devil is moft bufy at the con> L clufion of a duty, as of prayer, that the Chriftian may 1: be moft difturbed and diftradied when he is to clofe up ( all in the name of. Chrift, and fo all his defires be fruftrat ed : fo he is moft bufy in the -conclufion of our days 
and when death is at hand, feeking by temptations, dif ; 

tra&ions, and falfe imaginations, to do us all the mifehie: ' he can, and all becaufe he knoweth his time is fhort according to that word, Rev. xii. 12. “The devil i: come down, having great wrath, becaufe he knoweth thal; 
he hath but a fhort time.” He may fitly be called, tht.' 
wolf of the evening, mentioned in Jer. v. 6. in regard he/ comes forth moft fiercely in the evening of men’s lives, to ' fet upon their precious fouls. Yea fo bufy is he fome-: 
times with believers under dangerous ficknefs, feeking tor overthrow their faith and affurance, that it is the obfer- • 
vation of a good man, that he feldom feeth a fick faint,: 1 
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.allowed clofe with temptations, recover of that ficknefs ; jr Satanj knowing he hath-but little time, proves as 
neafy to h;m as he can. Hence that great man of God, vlr. Knox, faid, when he came to die; “ In my life- 
ime the devil tempted me to defpair, calling my fins in ay teeth ; but now in my ficknefs, he tells me, 1 have 

. ieen faithful .in the miniftry, and fo have merited heaven: 
''Ut bleffed be God, who-brought fhsfe texts into my \ nind, Not I but" the'grace of God in me: What, haft ‘ !hou that’th'ou haft not received 1” The children pf If- ael. had never fpclv hot work from their enemies as when 

hey juft came to enter into the promifedlaad. 
| ' .What need thep haft thou, O believer,, to be diligent, .' n thy preparations on a dying bed-to quicken-grace, put 

‘ forth thy-utmoft ftrength, bring all the afliftance thou i canft from the Captain of thy falvation,. when thou .haft 
' Fach a cruel enemy to eYiiounter with ! Now is the time ' for aiftiorf, though yet it will be your wifdom to le|tve as ; little to be done at this timq as poflible. 

:ij Di r ect;, n. Continue to' the hift in the exercife of true re- pentance and humiliation for fin. 
POSSIDONIUS, who wrote the life of Auguftine, 

faitlt, that he Iieard him often fay in his health, that repentance was the. fitted difpofition both fo'c dying, ichriftians and minTfteA.; and for himfelf, that he died •with tears in his eyes','weeping for fin. When d(,*ath ap- prbacheth neared, we fhould thus ftir up ourfelves to 
give fi .i the moft deadly blow of any we have given it all ‘our life.. As it is mqft laudable to die forgiving finners i^hat have wrongtd ns, fo alfo taking revenge upon fin that hath injured a gracious'God. The apoftle tells us, 
2 Cor. vii. 11. that indignation and revenge attend true j repentance. Wherefpre, as Samuel took vengeance on 
Agag a little before his death, and Mofes (at- God’s command) avenged the children of Ifrael of the Midian- 
ites juft before t}e was gathered to his people, Num. xixi. 2. and dying Sampfon gave the.moft fatal blow to the 
Philiftines of any he had given them before ; fo a dying 
Chriftian (hould take the fevereft revenge oh fin at laft, 



136 Afflicted-Man's Companion. 
which hath-fo oft through his life dilhonour'ed. Gocl,j|( 
pierced Chfift, and grieved-his holy fpirit. It.is the laltj 
opportunity you will have to fhew your indignation at it. and thefefore dp it effectually. Again, confidef it is old lins unmourned for, that ma- ny tifpes keep believers fo much in the dark, when they 
come to die,' thefe do raife fo many thick‘Clbuds about! then; evening ftm, and -hinder them from going off the 
fcage with fuch comfortable affuraffee of God’s'love 
otherwife they might attain-to. Thefe did very much’ hinder Job’s : peace and fe'ttlement, in the day of ~ tion, as he complains Job xiii. 46. • “ He makes me to 
poffels the iniquities of my youth.1’ It'is a fad thing- 
when young fihg and old bones meet together. O that young people would mind thjs in time ! you are doing, 
that now which will’abide with you to age,-if not to e- 
ternity. Sin m-uft be bitter fome time or other,"for God calls it a root tlflat bears gall and wormwood, Deut. xxix, 18. Ifrael could not have peace nor fuccefs while there 
was an Achan in the camp fo neither cap you have confolation or affuravice while any hit lies uiireckdne'dfor || in the confcience. Make a thorough fearch them into old 
fins and mourn over them. "VVe’find Paul frequently call- ing over the fins pf his life, and even thefe he was guilty of 
before etonverfion ; “ I was injurious, a blafphemer,” See. ' 
whereby he maintained much inward peace and confola- tion. Be oft looking back fa old firi§, wit h in.ward forrovv and faith in Chrift’s blood, if yoq would have a death- j 
bed eafy and foft to you. ; 
Direct, ur. Be mindful of all ads efjitjlicc nnd' charity, ' 

which may le iticumlent upon you at this time. ! 
IT is great wifdom in men to fettle their worldly affairs in the time of health, that fo their minds may be free 
for fpiritual exercifes, and not difturbbd with earthly cares and bufinefs wheii they come to a dying-bed ; but if this 
hath been negleQed hitherto it muft.not be omited now. I have gjven directions about it, chap. I. direft. 6, fb that 
I Ihall fay little here : only be careful to do juftice to every 
man, as much as in you lietb ; and particularly, i. By 
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making a juft and ratipnal pro ifion for your wife and childreij. 2. By ordering payment of all your juft debts, 
without defrauding any of your.lawful creditors. 3. By making 'reftitution in cafe you have wronged any man. 
If j-flftice be not done in thefe matters how can your fouls 
be dilburdened of guilt? In the next place, forget not the a£ls of charity which 
God requires of all the profelfors of the gofpel. \Jt. Seek reconciliation with your neighbours, where any difference or miftakes have fallen in; that fo you 
may die in peace and charity with all about you. '2dly. 'Be ready from the heart to forgive thefe that 
have done you any wrong.. If the.natural fun (hquld not go down upd'n our wrath, much lefs fhould the fun of our lives. If you carry an unforgiving fpirit with you into another world, how can you expeft to meet with a forgiving God there; when he hath exprefsly declared, 
Matth. vi. 15. “If ye forgive not men their trefpaffes neither will your father forgive your trefpaffes,?” O then imitate ydur glorious'Saviour and his martyr Stephfen, who at thejrfc death begged mercy from God, for thofc 
that mortally hated them, Luke xxiii. 34. A&s vii. ■60. 

3<//y. If the .Lord hath given you fubftance,. honour the Lord with it, by leaving fome part of it to the poor, 
and to pious* ufesi I have preffcd this once and again before; but I mention it frequently, becaufe it is much forgotten by dying perfons in our age. Remem- ber, it is not left arbitrary to you to give or not, as you pleafe: no, for God doth charge it upon you qs a duty, 
yea a debt that you owe him, 1 Tim. vi. 17, i&. “ Charge them that are rich in this world, &c. that they do good, be rich in good works, ready to diftribute.” And he pronounced them bleffed who confidered the poor, Pfal. xli. 1. I grant that people are not to leave all their works of charity to a death-bed; thefe Ihould 
alfo be minded in our lifetime, fo as to make our. own hand's pur executors, and our own eyes our overfeers of our charitable projefls: but furely it is a proper feafon for (hewing charity to God’s poor, when we are leaving 
them, and cannot have occafion for (hewing it more. Re- 

M 2 
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member what recorded of Dorcas after her death,, Afts ix. 36. that fhe was a woman full of good works 
and alms-deeds. And her friends, verf. 39. (hewed the effects of her charity to ’ Peter after her death. All 
which is written for o'ur example and admonition, that 
we may be rich in fuch good works, that our friends may have them to (how after our death. Surely it is a figu 
of the degeneracy of this, age, and that religion is on the declining hand, when people generally iall io fhort of the 
zeal and piety of their fathers in his matter. ^thly. It would be a commendable work of charity in 
dying perlons, to be giving many gdod pounfels to their relations and children, and to be putting many fervent prayers to God for them. So Chrifl, when near to death, 
committed his fpiritual children t6 his Father, and ear- neftly begging his prote&ion and care of them, John xvii. 11., “ I am no more in the world, but thefe are in the 
world: keep them through thy name, keep, them from the evil,” &c. In like manner, <;ry to God for your chil- 
dren: “Lord, thou haft gracioufly given them to me, I 
now reftore them back to thee.—They are born to me 
once, O that they maybe born to thee a fecond time! I am leaving them in the midft of fnares and temptations, 
O that it may be their happinefs to be preferved in Chrift 
Jefus! Keep them by thy power through faith unto fal- vation. O take them within the bond of thy covenant, 
and bt thou their Father, to proteft, direft, and provide 
for them. Give them a.name in thy houfe better than of fbns and.daughters, that I may meet with them at thy 
right hand with everlafting joy.” Lajlly, Be fuitably concerned alfo for the whole church 
of Chrift, and efpecially for thefe that are in affiidtion, that God may loofe their bond -, fend them liberty and 
profperity in Id's due time, “Do good in thy good plea- 
fure unto Zion, build up the walls of thy Jerufalem. Peaoe be within her walls, and profperity within her pal- 
aces.” 
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Direct, iv. Labour •what you can to overcome the love of 

life, and fears of death : that you may attain to- <willing- neft to die, and leave the avorld when God calleth you 
to it. 

IT is no wonder that a kicked man, or one that hath no intereft in Chrift, be unwilling to die : why, he is 
affrighted with the guilt of paft fins, and the fears of future torments ; and it is impoffible to be rid of thefe 
till he become a true believer in Chrift. No man hath ground to welcome death but the believer ^ yet it is to be regretted that fo many of the'nr fliould appear unwil- ling to leave th’is world, which is nothing to them but a wildernefs and weary land. Lot’s foul was vexed and troubled in Sodom, yet he was loth to leave it ; fo fome believers, when called to leave a vexing world, do fliew 
much hankering towards’ it, and linger behind. This proceeds partly from nature, which dreads a diffolution, and partly from the weakntfs of grace. But O' let all God’s children labour to overcome this averfion, and go forth to meet death half way, and bid it welcome. * And 
for their help in this matter, I (hall lay before them the following arguments.., 

ijl, Confider how little reafon a belieVer hath to be much in love with this prefent life. i. It is a finful 
life; fin dwells in your nature, breaks out in your life, and ^pollutes all your duties. How often have you groaned under this burden ? and fhould you not be willing to be eternally delivered from it ? 2. It is a life of difeafes and infirmities, and fhould you not be glad to be cured of 
them all at once ? 3. It is a life of temptation, fatan is ftill harrafling thee, and fhould you mot be defirous to be 

,©ut of his reach ? •4. It is a life of perfecutions from the wicked: they hate, reproach, and injure you-many ways; and is it not defirable to be “ where the wicked ceafe 
from troubling, and the weary be at reft ?” 5. It is a life of clouds and darknefs : your fun is often veiled, and your 
evidences ob.fcured, which occafions many bitter com- plaints, and fhould you not delire that time when the day fliall break, and all fhadows fly away ? 6, It is a life of 
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calamities and fears: It is like a ftormy fea, where one-1 wave rolls upon the back of another, and when one cala- } mity is paft, we many times fear a greater is coming; I and fometimes the heavens turn fo black and gloomy, I that we fear a hurricane of judgments is ready to blow ; | and fhould you not blefs God 'when he comes, by death, 1 
to houfe your fouls, and fet you out of harm’s way? It is in mercy that God takes away the righteous from thr 
evil to come, Ifa. Ivii. t. So dealt he with Jofiah, 2 Kings, xxii. 20. “ I will gather thee to thy fathers, and- thou /halt be put into thy grave in peace, and thine eyes 
(hall-not fee all the evil-which I ihall bring upon this- 
place.” So it is obfervahle that Methufelah died the ve- ry year before the flood ; Auguftine a little before the lacking of Hippo; Pareus juft before the taking of Hei- 
delberg. Luther obferves that all the apoftles died be- 
fore the deftruftion of Jerufalem. And Luther himfelf died before the bloody wars broke out in Germany. , 
Thus God frequently hides his people from the tempta- | tiotrs and troubles that are coming on the earth. Why ? he fees many of them not in cafe to endure-them; and I therefore he in mercy takes them away from a tempting f 
and finning world, to-a land of holinefs and reft,. While r 
we are here, wfe live in a world that lies in wickednefs ; ! every fenfe of the body betrays the foul into fin ; the- | poor foul can fcarce look out at the eye, and not be in- j fected ; nor hear by the ear and not be diftracted; nor 
fmell at the noftrils and not be tainted ; nor tafte at the I tongue and not be allured; nor touch by the hand and. J 
not be defiled. O believer, what is this life that thou art fo fond of: I it is but a living deatfi, or a dying life. It is full of grief ij for things paft, full of labour for things prefentj and full ; 
of fears for things future. The firft part of our life is | fpent in folly; the middle part is overwhelmed with cares; 
and the latter part of it .is burdened.with infirmities and j age. And what gain we by the prolonging of this life ? | nothing but to do more evil, fee more evil, and fuffer more evil. And (hould a chriftian be unwilling to be rida i 
of thofe grievances ? 



141 Afflicted Man's Companion. 
idly. Confider that dying is appointed as the way, and 

the only way to glory: there is no way to enter the pro- mifed land, but by crofling the Jordan of death. And 
fhould not a ftranger deiire to be at home with his friends, 
though he hath a rough way ai.d ftorxny fea to pafs? Is there any home like heaven, where your incomparable t - friend Chrift is ? O what a h^pinefs is it to be with > Chrifl, and to fee him as he is ? how happy do you think ■ Peter, James, and John were, in being taken up to mount ! Tabor, to be eye-witnefles of their Saviour’s transfigura- 

• tion ? but, O believer, death procures a greater happi- < nefs to you; it ufhers you t© Mount Zion, where you 
{hall not only fee your Saviour whiter than the fnow, and brighter than the fun, but ycurfelf transfigured with ► him, made like him, and eternally fecured of his prefence. 
The three apollles favv but two prophets, but you. {hall fee all the prophets, all the apoftles, all the patriarchs, | all the martyrs, all the holy perfons you once converfed j with on earth, and'in general all the faints in heaven, each of them {Inning as the fun; and how fweet will their com- 
pany be ? O how foon will the trifles of the world vanifh and all its pleafures be forgot, when once the believer gets 
a view of that .captivating glory above! W ken the fhep- herds heard but fome few notes of the angels fongs, who praifed God at the nativity of aur Saviour, they prefent- 
1/ left their flocks, and ran to Bethlehem to behold the eiiild Jefus lying in the manger; but much more caufc hath a believer to leave all the pleafures of the world, and run to behold an exalted Jefus fitting On the throne of 
his glory, with all his faints and angels, finging praifes 
around him. If Cato and Cleombrotus. two heathens, after.reading 
Plato/s book of th§ immortally of tbe*foul, did voluntari- 
ly, the one fall on his fword, the other break his neck from a precipcie,that they might the fooner ccme(as they 
fancied) to partake of thefe joys; what a fiiame is it for 
Chriftians, who have a far furer and clearer difeovery of thefe things from God’s own book, to be found unwilling- ly to enter into thefe heavenly joys, when their blefled Re- 
deemer calls for them thither ? 
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idly, Confider how willing Chrift was to come from heaven to earth for you ; and fliould you be unwilling to 

remove from earth to heaven for him ? yea, for ycurfelves, for the gain is yours ? O did Chrift affume your nature, 
become obedient to death, and purchafe^n inheritance for you with his blood ; and will you be backward to go 
and take poffeffion of it ? '0 for a Chrift-like obedience 
at death! Lajlly, Confider what a reproach is caft on chriftianity by a believer’s unwillingnefs to die. For chriftians to pr^y, and fpeak much of Chrift, of heaven and glory, and 
yet be unwilling to enter into that glory; what is it but a miibelieving of God, and a tempting of ftrangers to 
think there is no reality in religion ? §>uejl. Since death is not eafy to grapple with, how 
/hall 1 attain to this blefled difpofition, a willingnefs to 
die? * ■dn/iv. ijl. Be frequently putting forth the a£is of faith 
upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift; and believe that Chrift 
died to bring in perfect rightcoufnefs for believers, that they all might be complete in him. Now why fhould a believer be afraid to appear before Godin Chrift’s righte- oufnefs, which, is fo pleafing and acceptable to him? Rev. xiv. 4, 5. they are faid to be withoutfault before the throne 
of God. If a believer were to-appear before God in his own righteoufnefs, clothed with his own duties and per- 
formances, it would be dreadful to think of dying; but to have the white garment of an elder brother to put on, 
gives another view of death. Alas, it is our negle&ing the daily exercife of faith in the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
that makes the thoughts of death fo unwelcome. zdly. When you attain to peace and reconciliation 
with God, labour to*preferve it. Be ftating and clearing 
accounts with God everyday, and watch againft thefe fins that wound confcience, wafte comfort, and grieve the 
Spirit of adoption. When we think God is difpleafed with us, we will be afraid of going to him. Zdly, Study to be more denied to the enjoyments of 
this life, and to ufe them with a holy indifferency; other- wife there will be an unwillingnefs to leave thefe things. 
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4^/y. Labour to be deeply fenfible of the burden of indwelling fin and corruption, and the workings thereof 

in your hearts j-and this will make the thoughts of death welcome, becaufe it eternally delivers you from it. yhly, Seek further difcoveries of the lovelinefs of 
Chrift, and the daily exercife and increafe of your foul’s 
love to him; for it is the nature of love to long gfter communion with the perfon that we love. 

6thly> Make death familiar to you by the frequent 
forethoughts of it. Retire oft from the wrorld to think of dying, when you are in bell health. 

7^/y, Be much taken up in the fweet employment of praifing God, and exaltjng the worthy Lamb that was (lain; and this will incline you to be there, where this is 
the continual work. Lajtly. Be oft thinking of thefe warnings and forerun- ners of death, which God fends to wean your heart from 
the love of life, and difpofe you to a willingnefs to die. For this end, God fends manifold difeafes, pains, infirmi- ties, wants, ftraits, lolfes, croffes, difappointments, &c. And in afpecial manner, let old people view the forerun- 
ners and harbingers of death, which God fetids to prepare his way : fuch as the decays and infirmities of old age, which we have elegantly deferibed in figurative expres- 
fions, Ecclef. xii. 2. “ Then the light of the fun, moon, and ftars lhall be darkenedi. e. in old perfons, the in- tellectual powers and faculties, which are as lights in the foul, ihall be weakened. And then do “ the clouds re- turn after rain;” i. e. their dillempers are frequent, like 
a continual dropping in a rainy day ; and the ending of one is but the beginning of another.—Verfe 3. “ Then the keepers of the houfe do tremble;” i. e. the head and hands which were employed for the prefervation of the body do fhake.—The ftrong men bow themfelves,’L-t. e. 
the legs and thighs which are the pillars of the hcuTe be- come weak and feeble'.—“The grinders ceafe becaufe they are few;” 1. e. the teeth which like the upper and nether millftone do grind our meat and prepare it for con- 
co&ion then ceafe to do their part.—“ Thofe that look out of the windows are darkened j” i. c. the eyes wax 
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dim, whereby God calls us to turn them away from be- Bj 
holding vanity and to look after the things that are not nj feen.—Verfe 4. “ The daughters of mufie are brou"ht ac 
lowj” A. e. they have neither voice nor ears; they can ■ neither fing themfelves, nor take pleafure in the voice of j|; 
finging men or-wpmen. Then death pulls us, as it were1® 
by the ear, to think on the mufic above.—Verfe 5. “ The a almond-tree flourilheth i. e. the hair grows white, like 
the almond-tree in the bloffom. And as the outward 
parts of the body do weaken and.decay, fo alfo do the in- U; ward parts thereof: therefore it is faid, Verfe 6. “ The 11; 
iilver cprd ftiall ]?e loofed, the golden bowl broken, the ||! 
pitcher broken at the fountain, -the wheel broken at the l] 
oiftern;” e. the filver cord of the finews is loofed, ll which carries the faculty of fenfe and motion from the ||: 
head, through the body. The head, which like a gold- 1 
en bowl or box, contains the brain, that is the .foun- Ji tain of fenfe and motion through age is broken, and turns 
crazy. The many pitchers of the veins,which carry the nourifhuTg blood from the well to the liver unto each part I 
of the body, become like broken veflels. And the. j wheels of the arteries, which convey the vital fpirits’ I. 
from the heart to the feveral members, for quickening ;t them begin to turn faint and languid. All thefe.-things 1 v 
do warn old perfons to take their affeftions off time’s ! things, and fet them upon things above, that they may : 
be helped to fay, w.e “defire to depart, and to be with t Chrift.” 

But after all, fome believers will have objeftions againft ; willingnefs to die, fome whereof I (hall confidtr. 
• ObjeS. T, “ I am threatened to be cut off in the flower 

of mine age.” Anfw.. Inftead of fretting on* this account,. you ought j 1 ratftr to adore and praife a.gracious Gpd, that is willing 
to beftow the reward of.the whole day upon thee, who Ji 
haft only laboured fome hours of it. Praife him that he jr 
is willing to take you fo foon home ; whereby you will 11 prevent much iin and forrow in the world. Object. II. “ I have hoiifes and lands, and a comforta- i 
ble dwelling on the earth.” 
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^injhv. Thefe are only needful in your paflage through : the world; above there is no ufe for thefe comforts. ! There God provideth manfions for his people a thoufand times more comfortable, John xiv. 2. 2 Cor. v. i. Surely 

houfes of God’s building, and of Chnift’s furnifhing, are ■i preferable to the cottages built by men’s hands. 
Objea. III. “But I am loth to leave God’s ordinances, 1 and the fweet communion I have had with him therein.” Anf>w. Above there will be no need of ordinances, ■ I facraments, biblcs, orminifters^ for the Lamb will be the . light of the heavenly temple, and all hid things in religion I will be difcovered'in Chrift’s face. There^ou will cele- :| brate an eternal Sabbath, drink.the fruit of the vine new ) with Chrift, be ever with the Lord, without any cloud or interruption of your communion with him. Is it any 

. lofs to be taken from the lhallow ftreams, and fet by the fountain that is ever full and running over ? Objea. IV. “ I am loth to leave the company of godly 
1 friends and relations ” Anfw. Death will take you to your friend Chrift, I that is far better than them all. And for one friend you i lofe upon earth, you /hall find an hundred in heaven; and 

thefe godly relations you leave here, you {hall foon meet with them again there ; where you will have far fweeter communion than poffibly you can have upon earth with | them, or the befl: of men, who, while here, have feveral 
infirmitieg and paffions, that many times make their con- verfe uncomfortable. Objea V. “But I would fain fee the glory of Zion upon earth, when God’s promifes to her {hall be accom- 

, jplifhed.” 1 Anf<w. So Mofes would fain have had Ifrael’s happi- 
pefs in the promifed land: but his dying in the firm belief 
iof God’s fulfilling all his promifes to them there, was f more acceptable to God, than his beholding the perfom- Iance. And the glory of the church militant is a fight 
nothing comparable to that of the church triumphant above. 

Objea.Yl. “Bull would incline to Hay to do God 
N 
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more fervice in his church below, whofe neceflities are claimant.” Anfw. i. You will not want opportunity for ferving 
and glorifying God above, and where you will be in far better cafe for it. Here our hearts are oft out of tune for. 
God’s work, and we are forced to hang our harps upon! 
the willows ; but above there are no willows to hang them on ; no faint there will ever complain of any indifpolition of heart or tongue. 2dly. God knows the neceflities of his church, and is 
more concern^! for them than thou canft be; and it is eafy for him to raife up inttruments to carry on his work when thou art gone. ObjeB. VII. “ I am afraid of the pain and pangs of 
death. The thoughts of thefe make me flirink back.” Anfw. ill. Many die without much feeming fenfe of pain, and it is probable have lefs pain at the hour of death, 
than they have felt under feveral former difeafes. idly. If they be fharp, they are fobn over; and each 
pang of death will fet fin a ftep nearer the door, 
and thy foul a ftep nearer home: and therefore it be- cometh a Chriftian to die cheerfully, and to be glad when 
he can find the grave. Now, what I have faid in this chapter js to the be- lieving foul: for it is no wonder though the fouls of the 
ungodly, at death, fhrink back into the body, and trem- 
ble to go forth, when they can have no profpedl of any better lodging than utter darknefs. 
Direct, v. Study to imitate the ancient ’worthies, by dying in faith. 
THIS was the charafter and epitaph of the old Tef- tament faints, Heb. xi. 13. “ Thefc all died in j faith.” As they had lived by faith, lb they died in 
faith. They not only continued true believers to*the laft, dying in the ftate of faith, but they died in the ex- 
ercife of faith atfo. Now, the exercife of faith in dying Includes feveral things, worthy to be imitated by all dy- f believers. 

, An open and profeffed adherence to the dodlrine | 
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of faith, and truths of chriftianity. This faith all Chrif- tians fliould zeaioufly owp in the view of death, and per- 
fevere in it to the laft without wavering. This would be to die like martyrs, though w'e die in our beds. How fteadfaftly did old Polycarp adhere to Chrift and his 
truths to the laft, and fo died in faith ! When he was 
urged by the proconful to deny Chrift, he anfwered, 
“ Thefe fourfcore and fix years have I ferved him, and 
he never once offended me : and how {ball I now deny 
him ?” 2*//y, Dying in faith imports an inward, hearty, and firm belief of the fundamental articles of the chriftian 
faith : and improving them fo, as to make them the foundation of our comfort and hope at the hour of death. 
As for inftance, we muft yield our departing fouls, in 
the firm belief of their living and exifting in a feparate. condition after this life, and of that future ftate of blef- 
fednefs and reft which God hath prepared for all believ- ers. Again, we muft djfmifs the body io the grave, hr a firm belief and hope of a joyful refurre&ion at the laft day. Thus that holy man, Job, both lived and died in 
faith, Job xix. 25, 26, •“ I know that my redeemer liv- etb,. and that he {hall ftaqd at the latter day upon the 
earth. And though after mylkin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my flelh I {hall fee God.” A Chriftian then di»s in faith, when he believes thefe truths fo, as 
cheerfully to obey God’s call, and venture'into the in- vifible world, upon the teftimony which God hath given concerning it: as Abraham did in going out to an un- known land, Heb. xi. 8. “ By faith Abraham, when he 
was called to go out into a place which he fiiould after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out, not knowing whether he went.” Spy, The believer dies in faith, when he makes frelh 
application to Chrift as his only hope and Saviour, takes 
him in his arms of faith, as old Simeon did before his death, faying, “In the Lord Chrift I have righteouf- nefs and ftrength though I have neither righteoufnefr. nor ftrength in myfelf, yet I have both in him, my blef- 
fed furety and redeemer. We have many ufes for faith 
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In Chrift at the hour of death. By faith we mud depend! bs upon Chrift’s blood for making atonement, and wafhing ■ 
away the guilt of all our bypait fins. By faith we mud Hi 
put on the righteoufnefs of Chrift for covering our naked Ui fouls, when they are to appear and ftand before God.— — By faith we mull rely on Chrift for ftrength to fuller || 
pain, refill temptations, and conquer death and all our m 
enemies. By faith we mull look to Chrift as our leader, and trull him for our fafe conduft through the dark val- If ley of death, and for fafe landing on the Ihore of glory, ij 

Agthly, The believer dies in faith, when he trulls his il 
departing foul with confidence in his Redeemer’s hand, ti faying with Paul, 2 Tim. i. 12. “1 know wdiom I have || 
believed, and I am perfuaded that he is able to keep that ;{ which I have committed to him agaiaftthat day.” This H • was the Pfalmift’spra&ice, Pfal. xxxi. 5. “ Into thy II 
hand I commit my fpirit ; for thou haft redeemed me, II O Lord God of truth.” So the man that dies in faith, 
Commits the jewel of his foul to his Redeemer’s keeping,. | j 
and confides in his care of it. Why, he made it, he ijj hath redeemed it, he loves it, it is his own, a member . I 
of his body, and he will not .hate hia own flelh. He loves his dying faiats much better than we love air eye, 1 a hand, or any other member of our body, which, to be j 
fure, w’e will not loofe, if it be in our power to fave it. ' Dying in faith imports, that the dying faint 
confides in God’s faithfulnefs and truth for making good 
all thefe promifesto his church and people after his death, 1 

which are not yet accomplilhed. We (hould go off the 
ftage in the firm belief of God’s fulfilling all his promi- j fes concerning the profperity of bis church, the calling i of the Jews, the deftruftion of Antichrift, and the fe- ,| 
cond coming of our Lord ; and like wife concerning our families, that God will be as good as his word, and be a 
father to the fatherlefs, and ajmfband to the widow. 

Would we then be fo happy as to die in faith, let us take thefe advices. 
1/?, Let us be careful to get faith beforehand : for 

death is a time to ufe faith, not to get it. They were 
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foolifli virgins who had their oil to buy when the bride- groom was come. zdly. Study to live every day in the exercife of faith, and be ftill improving and making ufe of Chrift, in all his offices, and.for all thefe tfnds and ufes for which God 

'hath given him to believers. 
^dly. Be frequently clearing up your evidences for i heaven, and beware of letting fin blot them to you. \tbly. Record and lay up the experiences of God’s kind dealings with you, and be often reflefting upon them, that you may have them ready at hand in the 

hour of death. Lajlly, Meditate much on thefe promifes which have been fweet and comfortable to you in the time of ftrait ; and beg that the Lord may bring them to your remem- 
brance when you come to die. 
Direct, vi. Set the example* of other dying faints before 

you, andftudy in like manner to Jhine in grace, heaven- ly difcourfe, and be exemplary in piety, and for tl}e glo- 
ry of God, and good of fouls, when you are going off the Jlage. 

THIS is the laft opportunity y6n have of doing fer- 
vice to God, and the intereft of religion ; where- fore ft rive to improvejit diiligently for the honour of God, and the edification of thofe that furvive you. How pleafant is it to fee God’s people leaving the world, com- mending Chrift and his fervice, and perfuming the place 

they lie in with their laft breath'! I have, Chap. III. Di- rqft. 5. and 6. adduced feveral modes to prefs this point, and given dircftions concerning the fpeech and behaviour of. the children of God when on fick-heds, which I ffiall not repeat. That which I defign here is, to fet before you the ex- amples of fome eminent faints, and their examplary, pious and holy fpeeches and fayings, when they were a-dying ; and that in order to confirm and eftablifn others in reli- 
gion, and alfo to excite them to imitate thefe fliising wor- thies when they alfo come to die. Surely it is for this 
very end, that-God, hath ordered us to be compaffed a- 
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bout with fo great a cloud of witneffes, Heb. xii. i.— ^ 
Thus doth the apoftle improve their example, Heb. xL L And how earneft is he in this matter ? Heb. vi. u. 12. I; “And we defire, that every one of you do fhew the fame « 
diligence, to the full affurance of hope unto the end:. | that ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who thro* ! faith and patience inherit the_promifes.” I lhall begin with fome examples from the facred hif* tory ;.and, in the firft place, with the King of faints, 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. O how fweet and comfortable were his difeourfes unto his difciples, when his death drew nigh ! and what a heavenly prayer did he make fot them, and all his eleft ones at that time ! Thefe we have 
recorded in the 14th, 15th, 16th, and. 17th-chapters of j John : which are moft feafqnable at all times for us to ■ read and meditate upon, but efpecially when death is approaching. And likewife let us read the hiftory of 
our Lord’s paflion, in which we may obferve the wotr- 1 • derful expreflions of his faith in God, his patience under j| fufFerings, his pity to his enemies, his love to his mother 
and his difciples, his coneern for his-Father’s glory, his 1 obedience in his death, and his willingnefs to be offered up. Thus the bleffed Sun of righteoufnefs did Ihinc forth moft glorioufly at his fetting, with the radiant beams of his heavenly graces and virtues; and herein he hath fet himfelf a pattern to all dying faints to the end 
of the world. Jacob, when he was-on his death bed, called his fons together,, and gave them many.fpecial charges and blef- 
I'mgs; we have his excellent wrords recorded in Gen. xlviii. and xlix, chapters. And in particular, how fweet- ly doth he fpeak of the coming of the Meffiah to them i Gen. xlix. 10.18. And how affeftionately doth he 
commend God’s goodnefs and kind providence towards 
him tlirough his life ? Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. “ The God which fed me all my life long unto this day,” FsV. 

Jofeph, when he was a-dying, fpoke lovingly to his brethren, who had dealt cruelly with him; and.affured i 
them of the Lord’s faithfulnefs in keeping his proraife 
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to their fathers, Gen. 1. 20. ‘f fcdie, and God will fure- ly vifit you, and bring you out of this land.” Mofes, when he was to go up to mount Nebo to die 
there, left many bleffings, and gave many weighty char- ges to the children of Ifrael; we have, his holy and rav- ifliing words recorded, Deut. xxxii.* and xxxiii. chapters. 
And particularly how pleafantly doth he commend God, and his ways to the people ? Deut. xxxii. 4. “ He is I the Rock, his work is perfe& : for all his ways are 
judgment: a God of truth, 'and without iniquity, juft , and right is he.” J Jofhua, when he was near his end, gave many folemn 

1 charges and exhortations to the people, which we have | narrated, Jo(h. xxiii. and xxiv. chapters. And there we li may fee the remarkable methods he takes to rivet im- j preffions'and convictions upon them, now when he can inftruCt them no longer. And, particularly, he appeals 
to their confciences cqncerning the faithfulnefff of God in keeping his word to them, that fo he might engage them to fidelity to him, Jolh. xxiii. 14. “ And behold,, 
this day. I am going the way of all the earth, and ye know in all your hearts and in all your fouls, that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God fpake concerning you*” David, when his end was near, affembled the people,, 
and folemnly charged them, as in the 'audience of God, 
to keep his commandments, 1 Chron.,xxviii. 8, 9. And particularly, he charged his fon and fuocefibr Solomon, 
to “ know the God of his father, and to fervc him with a perfeCt, heart, and with a willing mind.” The apoftle Paul, when taking his laft farewell of the itelders of Ephefus, he moft folemnly charges them, to ‘ “ take heed to themfelves, and the flocks- over which the 

i Holy Ghoft had. made them overfeers,” Ads xx. 28.— S And how fweetly doth he fing in the. view of approach- 
- ing death ! 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. “ I am now ready to be ; offered, the time of my departure is at hand. I have 1 fought a good fight,. I have finilhed my courfe, I have 
] kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a , crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the. righteous 



152 Afflicted Man's Companion. 
Judge /hall give me a* that day; and not to me only,^ 
but unto them alfo that love his appearing.” In imitation of thefe fciipture faints, the people o£ 
God in all 'agfcs have ftudifd te glorify God and edify men at their death, by commending God and godlinefsl 
to their friends and families. Thefe we ought to teach by our example, both how to live and how to die,, as others have done before us. Thus faid once a dying 
faint to his family, “ I have formerly taught you how to live, and now I teach you how to die.” Now, becaufe in 511 ages the fpeeches of dying Chrif- tians have been much obferved, and God hat^h remarkably bleffed them to the eftablifhment and confirmation* quickening and exciting of others to imitate them; I 
/hall bring fevefal examples from human hiftories and t writings, and rnoftly from Clark’s Lives, of futidry emi- 
nent faints, whofe graces have /hone brighteft, and their : fpeeches Vere moft heavenly, when the fun of their life i 
was at the fetting. 1. That oM diftiple, Polycarp, when he came to the ' flake at which he was burnt, defired to /land untied*.: 
faying, “ Let me alone, for he that gave me /Length f 
to come to the fire, will give me patience to endure the i 
flame without your tying.” 2. So holy Cyprian triumphed over death, faying* : “ Let him only fea-- death, who muft pafs from this death to the fecond death.” When he heard the fen- k 
tence of death pronounced againft him, he faid, “ I thank Godfor freeing me from the prifon of this body.” ■ 3. Bafil, when the emperor Valens fent his officers to :» tempt him with great preferments to turn from the faith* 1 he rejedled them with fcorn, faying, u You may offer n 
thefe things to children.” And when they threatened 0 
him with fufferings* he faid, “ threaten your purple r gallants with thefe things, that give themfelves to their:» 
pleafures.” When Modeilus the perfect threatened Bafil, to con-A 
fifcate Ivs goods, to torment him> to bani/h him or kill him, he anfwered, “ he need not fear confifcation, thatij 
had nothing to loofe : nor bani/hment, to whom heavenjt 
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i only is a country : nor torments, when his bodf would I be dallied with one blow : nor death, which is the' only i way to fet him at liberty.” The perfect telling him he f! was mad, faid, Opto me in aitrnurn, fic delirare, I wilh I sj: may forever be thus mad. 

4. Ignatius being led from Syria to Rome to be torn i in pieces of wild bealts, he expreffed his fear left it fhould r happen to him as to fome others, that the lions out of a 
1 kind of reverence, would not dare to touch him. And 

therefore he oft wu'lhed, “ that their appetites might be i. whetted to difpatch him. For (faid he) the lions teeth 1! are but like a mill, w'hich though it bruifeth, yet vvafteth 
u not the good wheat, only prepares and fits it to be made 
;| pure bread. Let me be broken by them, fo I may be i( made pure manchet for heaven.” 

$. The great Mr. Knox, our reformer, when he lay a 1 dying, was much in prayer, ever crying, “Come Lord 
Jefus ; fweet Jefus, into thy hands I commend my fpirit.” Being aflted by thofe that attended him, if his pain was : great ? he anfwered, “ That he did not efteem that a pain, which would be to him the end of all trouble, and 

} the beginning of eternal joys.” Oft times, after fome ; deep meditations, he faid, “O ferve the Lord in fear, and death (hall not be terrible to you ; Bleffed is the «, death of thofe that have part in the death of Jefus.” 
After afore temptation from Satan, (which I former- j ly mentioned) over w'hich he triumphed at fAgth, he faid, 5 “Now the enemy is gone.away alhamed, and Ihall no more 1 return. I am fure now my battle is at an end, and that t without pain of body, or trouble of fpirit, I lhall (hortly change this mortal and miferable life, with that happy ‘and immortal life which lhall never have an end.” After 4 one had prayed for him, he was afked whether he heard 

j the prayer ? he anfw'ered, “ Would to God you had heard i it with fuch an ear and heart as I have doge! adding, , Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit.” . With which words, without any motion of hands or feet, as one falling afleep, rather-than dying, he ended his life. 6. Dr. Gouge, w-hen he was old and dying was fore 
afflifted. with the ftone,.and other painful maladies y*t 



154 Afflicted Mari's Companion. 
though by reafon of his pains he was oft heard to groan, 
he never once grumbled againft the difpenfations of God He never cried out, a great fujferer, but oft, a great/inner. : yet ftill comforted himfelf, that there is a great Saviour. In his greateft torments he would fay, “ Well, yet in all 
thefe there is nothing of hell, or of God’s wrath. O my - foul, be filenf, be patient; it is thy Gad and Father thati 
thus orders thine eftate. Thqu art his clay ; he may ; tread and trample upon thee as he pleaseth ; thou hail deferred more. It is enough that thou art kepi „ 
out of hell ; though thy pains be grievous, yet they are . 
not intolerable, thy God affords-fome intermiflions ; he will torn it to thy good, and at length put an end to all; . 
and none of thefe comforts can be expedled in hell.” la 
his greateft pains, he oft ufed holy Job’s words, “Shall . wp receive good from the hands of the Lord, and not evil 
alfo ?” When any of his friends would have comforted! him; with telling him of bis eminent gifts and fervice in I 
the miniftry, he would anfwer, “ I dare not think of any fuch thing for comfort: only Jefus Chrift, and what he 
hath done and endured, is the ground of my fure comfort.”1 

The thoughts of death were pleafant to him, which he . often ttrmed, his beft friend, next unto Jefus Chrift, 1 
And he would blefs God, that he had nothing to do but! . 
to die. ^ 7. I have read of another minifter under the like qjttreme 4 
pains. W#h he was aflced, how hf did ? his frequent]; anfwer was, “The bufh always burning, but not confirm- 
ed ; thotvgh my pains are above the ftrength of nature,, yet they are not above the fupports of grace.” He j would pray, “ Lord drop comfort into thefe bitter waters . 
of Marah. Let the blood of fprinklin-g which extinguilh-i eth the fire of thine anger, allay my burning pain. Oh 
if my patience were more, my pains would be lefs; Lord, , give me patience, and inflidf what thou wilt. This is a fiery chariot, but it will carry me to heaven. O my Godjjt, 
break open the prifon door, and fet my poor captive foul i free: I defire to be difiblved, but enable me willingly to i wait thy time.” He would again cry, •‘When fhalll 
the time come, that I fhall neither fin more, nor forrow1! 
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j more: Lord, keep me from difhonouring thy name by 

~ impatience. Oh, who would not, even in burnings, : have honourable thoughts of God ! Lord, thou gavelt : me no occafion to have hard thoughts of thee. Bleffed 
be God, for the peace of mine inward man, when my h outward man is fo full of trouble. This is a bitter cup,' 

‘I but it is of my Father’s mixing; and lhall I not then ; drink it?” 
8. Mrs. Jean Alkew, who was a martyr in king Henry’s ? reign, to her confeflion in Newgate Die thus fubfcribed ; 1 “ Written by me Jean Aikew, that neither wilheth r death, nor feareth its might, and as merry as one bound ■ towards heaven.” When the chancellor fent her letters 

at the ftake, offering her the king’s pardon, if fhe would 
recant;. Ihe refufedto look upon them, save thisanfwer: “ That Ihe came not hither to deny her Bord andMafter.” 

9. Mr. James Bainham, when he was at the ftake in 
the midft of the burning fire, which had half confumed his legs and arms, fpake thcfe words ; “ O ye Papifts! behold ye look for miracles, and here’now ye may fee a 
miracle ; for in this fire 1 feel no more pain, than if I 
were in a bed of down; it is to me as a bed of rofes.” 10. John Lambert, as he was burning in Smithfield, 
and his legs were quite confumed with the fire, he lifted i up his hands,, his .fingers flaming like torches, but his 
heart abburiding with comfort, crying oat, “ None but Chrift, none but Chrift.” n. Mr. Robert Glover, a little before his death, had 
loft the fenfe of God’s favour, for which he was in great heavinefs and forrow ; but when he came within fight of 
the ftake at which he was to fuffer, he was on a fudden ' fo filled with divine comfort, that, clapping his hands 

k together, he cried out to his fervant, “ He is come, he . is come;” and fo died moft cheerfully. 
12. It was a faying of Auguftine, “ Boughs fall off •: trees, and ftones out of buildings; and why fhould it feem ftrange that mortal men die ?” 13. Mr. John Dodd had a violent fever, that there was but little hope of his life; yet at length his phyfician ■ coming to him, faid, “ Now I have hope of your recove- 
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ry.” To whom Mr. Dodd anfwered, You think to i: comfort me with this, but you make my heart fad. It is E 
as if you fhould tell one who had been fore weather-beat- • en at fea, and conceiving he was now arrived at the haven j 
where his foul longed to be, that he mull go back again I 
to be tolfed with new winds and waves.” He would often fay in his ficknefs, “I am not afraid to look death in the face. I can fay, Death where is thy 
fting ?-death cannot hurt me.” He ufed to fay, “The knowledge of two things would make one willing to die, 
viz. What heaven is, and that it is mine.” “ Yes, (faid one) if a man were fare of that.” To whom he anfwered, “ Truly alfuranoe is to be had ; and what have we been doing all this while ?” 

Some others of the fayings of this holy man were fo pithy and remarHable, I cannot pafs them here. Once Mr. Dodd coming to vifit a godly minifter on I 
his death-Jjed, who was much oppreffcd with melancho- ■ • ly, and complained to him, faying, “ O Mr. Dodd, what 
will you fay of him who is going out of the world, and j can find no comfort?” To whom Mr. Dodd anfwered, | “ What will you fay of our Saviour Chrill, who, when I 
he was going out of the world, found no comfort, but j cried out. My God, my .God, why haft thou forfakea >1 me?”—He faid of affli&ions, “they are God’s portions, which we may fweeteri by faith and-faithful prayer; but 
we, for the moll part, make them bitter, putting into : God’s cup the evil ingredients of our impatience and un- j| 
belief.—He calls death the friend of grace, though it be | the enemy of nature; for whereas the word facraments, ; 
and prayer, do but weaken fin, death kills it.” He ufed , 
to fay, “ A man is never in a hard condition, unlefs. he "i* have a hard heart, and cannot pray.” He inftru&ed j Chriftians how they Ihould never have a great nor Jailing J. affliction, and that was, by looking upon the thingathat ; 
are not feen, which are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. For j what can be great to him that counts the world nothing ?«$ And what can be long to him that accounts his life but .] a fpan long ?—When he faw a Chrillian look fad, he 1 
would fay as Jonadab did to Amnon, “ Art thou a king’s | 
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4on, and lookeft fo ill?” And when fuch complained 
to him cf their Ioffes and croffes, he would ufe the word* of Eliphaz to Job, “ Do the confolations of God feem /mail unto you ? God hath taken from you your children, your goods, &c. but he hath not taken from you him- /elf, his Chrift, nor his Spirit, nor heaven, nor eternal life.” To a friend of his that rofe from a mean to a great ef- tate, he fent word, “ That this was but as if he Ihould go out of a boat into a barge or fhip ; but he ought feri- oufly to remember, that whilft he was in this world, he 
was but upon the floating fea. He oft faid, “ That if it were lawful to envy any, he would envy thofe that turn to God in their youth, where- by they efcape much fin and forrow, and are like Jacob, 
that Hole the blefling betimes. He ufed to compare re- proofs given in paflion, to fealding potions, which the pa- 
tient could not take down; in reproofs we fhould labour for meeknefs of wifdom, ufing foft words and nard argu- ments. He was a moft popular minifter, but much perfecu- ted. Once he took a journey to fee his father-in-law, Mr. Greenham, and to bemoan himfelf to him, upbn-ac- 
count of his croffes and hard ufage. Mr. Greenham, ha- ving heard all he could fay, anfwered him thus: “ Son, fon, when affli&ion lieth heavy, fin lieth light.’* Mr. 
Dodd ufed oft to blefs God for this fpeech, faying, “ If Mr. Greenham had bemoaned him as he expected, he had done him much hurt.” He forgot not this faying in his old age, but made excellent ufe of it for himfelf 

I and others, 
1, 14. Oecolampadius, that famous divine of Switzer- t land, when lying on his death-bed, and being aiked, J whether the light did not offend him? he anfwered, point- 

ing to his bread, Hie fat lucis, “ Here is abundance of light;” meaning of comfort and joy. He afleed one of his friends, What news? His friend anfwered, none. Then, faith he, I will tell you fome news; I fhall pre- 
| fently be with my Lord Chrift. xj. A certain godly man palling through hislaft fick- 

O 
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nefs with extraordinary calmnefs of confcience, being I afked by fome of his friends about it, he anfwered, that he had ftedfaftly fixed his heart upon that fweet promife, I Ifa. xxvi. 3. “Thou wilt keep him in perfeft peace 
whofe mind is ftaid on thee ; becaufe he trufteth in thee.” And my God, faid he, hath gracioufiy made it fully I good unto my foul. 16. Mr. Robert Bolton, minifter at Broughton, well known by his writings, in the time of his laft ficknefs, 
which was long and lharp, he often breathed out thefe words : “ Oh, when will this good hour come ? when I (hall I be diflblved ? when lhall 1 be with Chriil ?” Being I told, that to be dilfolved was indeed better for him, yet it would be better for the church that he would flay j 
here ; he anfwered, “ If I lhall find favour in the eyes j of the Lord, he will bring me again, and fhew me both j it and his habitation ; but if otherwife, lo, here I am, | let him do what feemeth him good in his eyes.” Being alked by another, if he could not be content to live, if it pleafed God ? he anfwered, “ I grant that life is a great I bleffing 'of God, neither will I negledl any means that j may preferve it ; and do heartily fubmit to God's will ; 
but of the two, I infinitely defire more to be difiblved, I 
and to be with Chrift.” He bade all that came to fee J him, make fure of Chrift before they came to die, and ] look upon the world now' as a lump of vanity. He en- couraged the minifters that came to him, to be dilligent | 
and courageous in the work of the Lord, and not to faint nor droop for any affliction that fliould arife there- 1 

upon. When he found himfelf very weak, he called for his ; 
wife and children. He defired her to bear his dilfolution, ij which w'as now at hand, with a Chriftian fortitude, a thing he had been preparing her for by the fpace of | 
twenty years ; and bade her make no doubt but Ihe | Ihould meet him again in heaven. He exhorted his chil- j dren to remember thefe things he had frequently told] 
them before ; adding, “ That he hoped and believed, j that none of them durft think to meet him at that great ] 
tribunal in an unregencrate- ftate.” 
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Some of his parifh coming to watch with him, it was 

: moved, that as by his dodrine he had difeovered to them 
the exceeding comforts that were in Chrift, fo he would ! now tell them'what he felt in his own foul. “ Alas,” 
faid he, “ do you look for that of me now, that wants breath and ftrength to fpeak ? I have told you enough 
in my miniftry ; but yet to fatisfy you, I am, by the 
wonderful mercies of God, as full of comfort as my heart can hold ; and I feel nothing in my foul but Chrift, 
with whom I heartily defire to be.” And obferving fome weeping, he looked to them and faid, “ Oh, what a deal ado there is before one can die.” 

When the pangs of death were upon him, being told, that fome of his dear friends were about him, to take I their laft farewel, he caufed himfelf to be raifed up in I his bed ; and after a few gafpings for breath, he laid, “ I am n,ow drawing on apace to my diflblution ; hold out, faith and patience, your work will fpeedily be at aa end.” And then {baking them all by the hands, he prayed .heartily and particularly for them, and defired them to make lure of heaven, and to bear in mind what he had formerly told them in his miniftry, protefting to 
! them, that the dodlrine he had preached to them for the fpace of twenty years was the truth of God, as he ftiould 

anfwer it at the tribunal of Chrift, before whom he ftiould (hortly appear. When he was ftruggling with death, a very dear friend taking him by the hand, afleed him if he felt not much 
pain ?“ Truly no (faid he) the greateft I feel is your cold hand.” 17. Mr. John Holland, a godly minifter, continued ! his ufual pra&ice of expounding the feripture in his fam- ily to the laft ; and the day before his death he called for a bible, and caufing another to read the 18th chapter of 
Romans, he difeourfed upon it, verfe by verfe ; but on a fudden he faid, “ O ftay your reading ; what brightnefs is this I fee ? have you lighted up any candle ?” A 
ftander by faid no, it is the funfhine, (for it was about five o’clock in a clear fummer’s evening) “ Sunlhine, 
faid he, nay, it is my Saviour’s funfliine. Now farewel 
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world ; welcome heaven ; the day-ftar from on high hath vifited my heart : O fpeak it when I am gone, and preach it at my funeral; God dealeth familiarly with man ; I feel his mercy, I fee his majefty ; whether in the 
body or out of the body, I cannot tell, God he knoweth ; 
hut I fee things that are unutterable.” And in this rap- 
ture he continued till he died. 18. I knew not long ago, an eminently godly man, 
G. M. that fell into feveral fuch extraordinary raptures 
fometime before his death, fuch' as his bodily ftrength and fpirit were not able to fupport under, though he had no 
ficknefs. Sometimes he was fo fwallowed up and over- come by the manifeflations of God’s love to his foul, 
that his words could not be well underftood ; his natural colour, heat, and ftrength, would fo go off, that all 
about him would conclude him to be dying : but when he was able to get words uttered, they were fo heavenly and ravifhinsr concerning the love of Chrift, and freedom; 
of grace, that by-ftanders could not hear him without weeping. Sometimes minifters, when they came to vifit him, and found him in thefe raptures, were forced to 
turn all their prayers in his behalf into praifes ; except 
fome petitions they would put up to God, “That he might gracioufly fpare and be tender of his weak body, 
and enable him to bear that load of loving kindnefs God was pleafed to let out to him, and which his prefent bod- ily ftrength was not fufficient for.” Yea, they would 
be put to cry, “ Lord, if it be thy will, hold thy hand, for he is but a clay veffel; this new wine will burft the 
old bottle ; preferve him in life as a monument of the 
rich grace of God, for the convi&ion of Atheifts and carnal people, and for the confirmation of the faith of 
the children of God.”—Sometimes he would cry in ab- 
rupt expreffions, “ O angels ! help me to praife him ! O faints admire his love, and wonder at him. —Again, O flames of love ! my foul feeth Chrift ! the heavens open ! I fee a throne, and the Lamb in the midft of the throne ! O what think ye of Chrift ? my foul breathes, 
breathes towards him ! my fpirit is exhaled out of me 
by the manifeftations of God !” He ufed frequently to 
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fay with a heavenly air to his friends, “ O what think ye of Chrift ?” When his ecftacy did fomewhat abate, fo that he attained a pleafant calmnefs of thought, and freedom of fpeech, he would difcourfe of the mylleries 
of religion, the eledling love of God, the freedom of grace, the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and the glori- ous contrivance of redemption through his death and fac- rifice; I fay, he would talk of all thefe things more like an 
angel than a man. For fuch was his heavenly eloquence, fluency of words, and facility of fpeaking upon thefe fubjedts, (which otherwife was not natural to him) that thofe who came to fee him were exceedingly furprifed i and aftoniftied to hear him. His body gradually weak- 
ened under thefe raptures of fpirit, and he longed much to be off the world, becaufe he thought he could be fo little ufeful in it for advancing God’s honour. He reckoned himfelf bound to improve the fliort time he was like to have here, in commending Chrift and religion I to all that he had accefs to, and alfo to admonifti them of any thing he knew amifs in them, which he did moll convincingly. And having occafion to fee fome who vilipended the eftabliftied church and the ordinances, and told them, that from his own fweet experience he could fay, that God was to be found in them. He feemed to have fin wonderfully mortified ; for he complained of no other heart-plague but felf, and it was his great exercife to get felf wholly fubdued } he purfued it through many of its windings and lurking places, and after all he would regret his little fuccefs againft it. “ For (faid he) when I am in my moft elevated frames, and admitted to the 
ptareft accefs to my Redeemer, that fubtle enemy felf will enter in with me, and offer to pull the crown off his head before my face.” ^Once after hearing a fermon on Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. “ I will iShear what God the Lord will fpeak,” he broke out in a rapturous difcaurfe to ona that came to fee him, bleffing i God that he had fpoka to him in that fermon. And !Q (faid he) what am l that the Rock of Ifrael ftiould ilhave fpoke to me thefe three fermon-days bygone, af- 

jfuring me that all my fins are forgiven ! What am I, a 
O 2 
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vile worm, that he fliould be fo kind and condefcending, || as to difcover Chrift and heaven in fuch a manner to me, it! and affure me that I will fhortly be with him ! Oh I il 
thought that I had finned him away from me, but I fee B: he will not bide away ! O admirable free grace ! 0*help i jne to praife him !” When death drew near, there was fome alteration in H! 
his cafe ; yet he never queftioned his intereft in Chrift ; || i but ftill alferted, “ I know he is my God and my Re- || cleemer, and I will fliortly be with him.” And once I when he was ready to complain for want of God’s wont- I 
ed manifeftations, he faid, “ The Lord knew his body | was now wt’.k, and could not bear what formerly he had I 
met with, yet (faid he) glory to his name, he hath given I 
me three blinks finee my laft illnefs'began.” 19. Dr. Harris, head of Trinity-college in Oxford* | in his laft ficknefs ufed to exhort all about him to get I faith above all things. “It is* (faid he) your viftory, i| 
your peace, your life, your crown, and your chiefeft 1 piece of fpiritual armour. Howbeit, get on all other I piece, and go forth in the Lord’s mightStand to the w fight, and the iflue fhall be glorious. Only forget not I 
to call in the help of your General. Do all from him J and under him.”—On the Lord’s days he would not j have any kept from the ordinances upon his account; and, when they returned from the Ifrmons, he would t fay to them, “ Come, what have you for me 1” And when any gave him account of what they had heard, he 1 

would refume the heads thereof, and fay, “ O what ex- i eellent truths are thefe ! Lay them up carefully, for I you will have need of them.” When friends came to j 
vifit him, he would fay, “ I cannot fpeak, but I can ;! hear.” Being afked, where his comfort lay ? He an- | fwered, “ In Chrift, and in the free grace of God.” One telling him, that he might take much comfort in I his labours, and the good he had done ; his anfwer was, | 
“ All is nothing without a Saviour, without him my ^ heft works would condemn me. Oh, I am afhamed of < them, they are fo mixed with fin. I have done nothing “ 
for God as I ought. Oh, lofs of time fits very heavy 
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upon my fpirit. Work, work apace ; aflure yourfelves nothing will more trouble you when you come to die* 
than that you have done no more for God, who hath done fo much for you.” Sometimes he ufed thus to breathe out himfelf, “ I never in all my life faw the worth of a Chrift, nor tafted 
the fweetnefs of God’s love in that meafure as now I do.” Being alked by minifters, what they fhould chiefly re- 
queft for him ? he anfwered, “ Do not only pray for me, but praife God that he fupports me, and keeps off Satan from me in my weaknefs ; beg that I may hold 
out. I am now a good way home, near the (bore, I leave you toffing oh the fea ; Oh, it is a good time to die in.” In all the letter-wills which he made, he took care 
this legacy fticuld ftill be inferted ; “Item, I bequeath to all my children, and to their children’s children, to 
each of them a bible, with this infcription, None but Chrift.” He ufed to fay, “ It is a hard thing for a 
faint to forgive himfelf fome faults, when God hath for- given them.” 20. David Chitrseus, when he lay a dying, lift up his head from the pillow to hear the difcourfes of his friends 
that fat by him, and faid, “ That he fliould die with the greater comfort, if he might die learning fomething.” 21. Mr. Cooper, when a-dying faid, “ I favv not my children when they were in the womb, yet there the Lord fed them without my care or knowledge. I fliall not fee them when I go out of the body, yet fliall they not want a father.” Again, death is fomewhat driery, and the ftreams of that Jordan between us and our Ca- naan run furioufly, but they Hand ftill when the ark comes.” 22. The Reverend Mr. Halyburton, that fhining light 
in St Andrews, when a-dying commended Chrift and godlinefs with great earneftnefs, to all that came to fee him. He exhorted his brethren to diligence in the min- istry. “It was the delight of my heart (faid he) to 
preach the gofpel: I delired to decreafe, that the bride- 
groom migh increafc; and to be nothing that he might 
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be all. I repent I did not more for him. O that 1 had the tongues of men and angels, to praife him!” When 
he was advifed to lie quiet, he faid, “ Whereon fhould a man beftow his laft breath, but in commending the Lord Jefus Chrift, God clothed in our nature, dying for our 
fins ?” He caufed read one of Mr Rutherfod’s letters, viz. that to Mr. John Mein, and thereafter faid, “ That is a book I would commend to you all, there is more practi- 
cal religion in that letter, than in a book of a larger vol- ume.” He exhorted fome minifters that came to fee him to faithfulnefs. “ As for the work of the mjniftry (faid he,) 
it was my deliberate choice, were my days lengthened out much more, and days as troublefome as they are like to be, I would rather be a contemned minifter of God, than the greatell prince on earth.”—He faid, when ta- king farewell of his wife, children and fervants, “ Here 
is a demanftration of the reality of religion, that I a poor, weak, timorous man, as much afraid of death as any, am now enabled, by the power of grace, compofedly and with joy to look death in the face, I dare look it in the 
face initsmoft ghaffly lhape, and hope within a little to have the victory. I cannot but commend the Lord Je- 
fus. As far as my word will go, I mult proclaim it, he is the belt mailer that ever I faw.” To his fon who was a child, he faid, “If I had as many fons as there are hairs in your head, I would beftow them all on God.”—To 
fome prefent he faid, “ O firs, I dread mightily that a rational fort of religion is coming in among us; I mean 
by it, a religion that confifts in a bare attendance on out- duties and ordinances, without the power of godlinefs; 
and thence people lhall fall into a way of ferving God, which is mere deifm, having no relation to Chrift Jefus 
and the fpirit of God.”—He exprefled his fears of a florin coming on the church of Scotland; but he faid, “Th§ 
day would break, and the Lord would arife, and he ho- ped the church would be made a wonder, and the Lord will fay, Lo, this people have I formed for my- 
Jelf; he can make a nation to be born at once.” He cri- 
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often with the fpoufe in the for.g, “When fhall the 

j«day break, and the fiiadows f]y away? Turn my belov- icd, and be thou as a roe, or a young hart on the moun- tains of Bether.” 
He faid, “ Shall I forget Zion ? Nay, let my right 

hand forget her cunning, if I prefer not Jerufalem to my chiefeft joy. O to have God returning to this chureh, Und his work going on in the world; if every drop of my 
blood, every bit of my body, every hair of my head, 
were all men ; they (hould all go to the fire to have this joing on.”—He faid, “ If I would fay, that I would peak no more in the name of the Lord, it would be like t fire within me. I am calling you to fee a miracle. God 
is melting me down into corruption and dutt, and yet he 
9 keeping me in a calm.—I could not believe that I 
vculd have borne, and borne cheerfully this rod fo long; his is a miracle, pain without pain; and this is not a 
iancy of a man difordered in his brain, but of one lying, n fullcompofure. O bleh’ed be God, that ever I was ■orn. I have a father and mother and ten brethren and ■fters in heaven, and I {hall be the eleventh. I {hall sortly be at that glory that I have been long expedling. Though I come not near Mr Shield's glory,nor Mr. An- ierfon's, yet I will be well enough if I win it. Worthy 
f the lamb to receive glory.” ; 24. Mr Hugh Mackaill, in his fpeech before hia- bath, faith, “ I hare efteemed the folemn engagement 

1 r this nation to the Lord, pregnant performances of aat promife, Ifa. xliv. 5. where it is evident that where 
hurch reformations come to any maturity, they arrive 

this degree of faying, I am the Lord's, and fubfcri- ng with the haad unto the Lerd. So was it in the 
ays of the reforming kings of Judah, and after the ref- 

»(ration from the captivity of Babylon in the days ofNe- i emiab. This fame promife did the Lord Jefus make . -a and amen to us, when he redeemed us from fpirituat 
rabylon.—I glorify him, that he hath called me forth . fuffer for his name and ordinances, and the folemn en- 
igements of the land to him. Hereafter I will not talk i :ith flefti and blood, nor think on the world's confola 
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tions. Farewell all my friends, whofe company hatijl, ’ been refrefliful to me in my pilgrimage. I have donttf with the light of the fun and moon. Welcome eternajl 
life, everlaiiing love, everlafting praife, everlafting glofl. ry. Praife to him that fits upon the throne and to thin 
X-amb forever.” 24. The famous Mr. Durham being vifited by a min.jj ifter in his lad ficknefs, which was long and lingeringij 
who faid to him, fir, I hope you have fo fet all in orderj] 
that you have nothing elfe to do but die, I bleflli God (faid Mr. Durham) I have not had that to do neithejl' 
thefe many years. 25. Mr. RowlandNevet, his dying prayer forhischildrei ' was that the Mediator’s bleffing might be the portion o^ , every one of them. Adding to them, I charge you all 1 
fee to it, that you meet me on the right hand of Chiif at the great day. When he was fometimes much fpem . with his labours he would appeal to God, that though , 
he might be wearied in his fervice, he would never b* weary of it. Being oft diftempered in his body, he would . fay, he was never better than in the pulpit, and that it the bell place that he could wifti to die in. 26. Mr. Philip Henry, when a-dying, his pains were ; 
very (harp,he faid to his neighbours who came to fee him O make fure work for your fouls by getting an intereft is .V Chrift, while you are in health ; for if I had that work tc 
do now, what would come of me. A little before hitl > laft illnefs he wrote to a reverend brother, “ Methinks itj is ftrange, that it fhould be your lot and mine to abid® 
fo long on earth by the ftuff, when fo many of our friend* , are dividing the fpoil above; but God will have itfoj . 
and to be willing to live in obedience to his holy will, ilj as true an aft of grace as to be willing to die when hei 
calls.” One alked him how he did, he anfwered, “ E 
find the chips fly off apace, the tree will be down fliortr} ly.” He \ras fometimes taken with fainting fits, which when he recovered from, he would fay, “ Dying is but 4 
little more.” Once he faid after recovery, “Well thought I had been putting into the harbour, but I fin« 1 muft yet to fea again,” ■ 
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27. Mr. Matthew Henry, his death was fomewhat 

ifuddeo, he faid a little before, to fome about him, “You 1 have been ufed to take notice of the fayings of dying men; ' this is mine, That a life fpent in the fervice of God, and I communion with him, is the moft comfortable and plea- !! i fant life that any one can live i» this world.” j 28. Holy and learned Mr. Rutherford, a little before 
* his death, let a written teflimony to our covenanted work - of reformation ; and therein he proves the warrantable- nefs of nations entering into covenant with God under r the New Teftament times, and fliews, that this praftice is the accomplifhment of feveral Old Teftament prephe- ces, fuch as Jer. 1. 4. 5. Ifa. ii. 3. Zech. viii. 2. Ifa. xix. 23, 24, 25. which relate to gofpel-times. And when 

I he was dying, he fent feveral meflages to the prelbytery j of St. Andrews, defiling them to adhere to God’s caufe 
j and covenant.—In bis ficknefs he oft broke out in facred I raptures, extolling and commending the Lord Jefus, whom he often called his blefled Mafter, his kingly King. When his death drew near, he faid, I fhall fhine, I ftiall 

fee him as he is, I (hall fee him reign, and all his fair company with him, and I ftiall have my large ftiare : my ! eyes ftiall fee my Redeemer, thefe very eyes of mine, and 
no other for me.”—When exhorting one to be diligent 
in feeking God, “ It is no eafy thing to be a Chriftian; but for me, I have gotten the vi&ory, and Chrift is hold- ing out both his arms to embrace me.”—He was won- derfully {Lengthened againft the fears of fuffering and of death, “ For,” fay he, “ I faid to the Lord, if he (hould 

H flay me five thoufand times, I would truft in him ; and I jl fpoke it with much trembling, fearing I ftiould not make 
jj1(>my heart good. But as really as ever he fpoke to me by d his Spirit, he witnefled unto my heart, that his grace (1 ftiould be fufficent for me.”—He faid to fome miniftera #' that came to fee him, “My Lord and Mafter is the chief 0 of ten thoufand of thoufands, none is comparable to him (in heaven or in earth. Dear brethren, Do all for him, pray for Chrift, preach for Chrift, feed the flock com- mitted to your charge for Chrift; vifit and catechife for Chrift: do all for Chrift, and beware of man-pleafing. 
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Feed the flock out of love, the chief fhepherd will appeat ' fhortly.” Once when he recovered from a fainting ‘ 
fit, he faid, “ I feel, I feel, I believe, I enjoy, I re joice, I feed on manna —As he took a little wine in a n fpoon, Mr. Robert Blair faid to him, You feed on the dainties of heaven, and think nothing of our cordials oh 
earth. He anfwered they are all but dung, yet they are Chrift’s creatures, and in obedience to his command, I 
take them—After fome difcourfe Mr. Blair faid to him, (: what think you now of Chrift ! to which he replied, I 
{hall live and adore him, glory, glory to my Creator, and " 
to my Redeemer forever. Glory fhines in Immanuel’s land.—Afterwards he faid, O that my brethren did know what a mafter I have ferved, and what peace I have this day! I {hall lleep in Chrift, and when I awake I fliall be fatisfied with his likenefs.” Then he faid this 
night fhall clofe the door, and put my anchor within the r* veil; I lhall go away in a deep by five o’clock in the |i morning:” which exactly fell out. That night, though r 
he was very weak, he oft had this expreffion, O for arms ~ 
to embrace him 1 O fora well tuned harp! When fome fpoke to him of his former painfulaefs and ' faithfulnefs in the work of God; he faid, “ I difclaim all f 
that; the port I would be in at, is redemption and for- | • givenefs of fins through his blood.” His laft words were, l “ Glory, glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land.” 29. Hugh Kennedy, provoft of Ayr, when he was allying, a minifter faid to him, You have caufe. Sir, to t 
be affured that the angels of God are now waiting at j the ftoups of this bed to convey your foul to Abraham’s ; { bofom : to whom his anfwer was, “ I am fure thereof; ; f 
and if the walls of this houfe could fpeak, they could 11 tell how many fweet days I have had in fellowfhip with j 8 God, and how familiar he hath been with my foul.”— (j He was one of the greateft fvreftlers with God that was in the age wherein he lived, and had moft remarkable re-1 turns of prayer. The great Mr. Welds, in a letter from. France, faid to him, '* Happy is that city, yea, happy j 
is that nation, that hath a Hugh Kennedy in it; I have 
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myfelf certainly found the anfwers of his prayer* from the Lord in my behalf.” 30. The great Mr. Robert Bruce, minifter of Edin- burgh, when dying through weaknefs and old age, be- ing afked by one of his friends, How matters flood now betwixt God and his foul? anfvvertd, “When I was young, I was diligent, and lived by faith on the Son of God ; but now I am old, and not able to do fo much; 
yet he condefcends to feed me with lumps of fenfe.” That morning before he died, he came to breakfaflat his table, and having eat, an he ufed, one fingle egg; he faid to his daughter, I think I am yet hungry, you may bring me another. But prefently he fell into a deep med- itation; and having mufed a while, he faid, “Hold, daughter, hold, my Mailer calls me.” With thefe words his light failed him, whereupon he called for the Bible ; 
but finding his fight gone, he faid, “ Call me up the eighth chapter of the epiflle to the Romans, and fet my finger on thefe words, ‘ I. am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, &c. fhall be able to feparatc 
me from the lovrt)f God, which is in Chrifl Jefus my Lord.’ Now, faith he, is my finger upon them? they told him it was. Then, without any more, he faid, “ Now God be with you, my children, I have breakfafl- ed with you, and fhall fup with my Lord Jefus Chrift Ithis night.” And fo gave up the ghoft. 

3 x. John Stewart, provofl of Ayr, was a Angularly pious man ; yet when he lay a dying, he faid to fome 
about him. “ I go the way of all flefh, and it may be fome of you doubt nothing of my well being: yea, I teft- ify, that except when I flept, or was on bufinefs, I was not thefe ten years without thoughts of God, fo long as I could be in going from my houfe to the crofs; and yet 11 doubt myfelf, and am in great agony, yea, at the brink i:of defpair.” But a day or two before he died, he. turn- led his face to the wall from company for two hours. jlThen Mr. Fergufon the minifter eoming in, allied what D ihe was a-doing? upon which he turned himfelf with i ithefe word*, “ I have been fighting and working out my 

Lifalvation with fear and trembling; and bow 1 blef* G»d. 
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it is perfected, fealed, confirmed, and all fears are gone.” 32. Luther, when he fell lick, made his will, in 
which he bequeathed his deteftation of Popery to his friends, and to the pallors of the church, having before 
made this verfe, 

F«ftis eram vivus, tnorfena ero mors tua, Papa, 
In his laft will, he faith, “ O Lord God, I thank 

thee that thou wouldft have me live a poor and indigent 
perfon upon earth. I have neither houfe norlands, nor pofleffions, nor money to leave. Thou, Lord, haft given me, wife and children ; them, Lord, I give back un- to thee. Nourilh, inftruft, and keep them. • O thou 
the father of orphans, and judge of the widows, as thou haft done to me, fo do to them.” In his laft prayer, Feb. x 8th. 1546 he hath thefe words: “ I pray God to preferve his gofpel among us; for the 
Pope, and the Council of Trent, have grievous things 
in hand. O heavenly father, I give thee thanks that thou haft revealed to me thy fon Jefus Chrift, whom I 
believe, whom I profefs, whom I glorify, and whom the Pope and the root of the wicked perfecute and dilhonour.” ;' Mr. Fox faith of Luther, “ That a poor friar ftiould be able to Hand againft thtf'Pope was. a great miracle; that 
he fhould prevail againft the Pope was a greater; and af-, > ter all to die in peace; having fo many enemies, was thq - 
greateft of all.” 33. Mr. Jofeph Allein, a moft painful, laborious min- ifter, being deprived of the ufe of his arms and legs be- j 
fore his death, was alked by a friend, how he could be fo 
well contented to lie fo long in that condition ? He an- fwered, “ What! is God my Father, Jefus Chrift my Saviour, and the Holy Spirit my Sandlifier and Com- forter; and fhall I not be content without limbs and 
health J He is an unreafonable wretch that cannot ba. content with a God, though he had nothing elfe.” 

When his people of Taunton came to Dorchefter to . fee him, where he lay ; he was much revived, and would 
be fet up in the bed, have his curtains drawn by, and de- 
fied them to Hand round about the bed ; and caufed to 
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take out his hand, and held it out to them, that they 
might take it, as he ufed formerly to do, when he had been abfent from them. And though very weak, yet 
he fpoke to them thus, “ O how it rejoiceth my heart to 
fee your faces, and to hear your voices, though I cannot fpeak as heretofore unto you. Methinks, 1 am now like old Jacob, with all his fons about him. Now you fee my weak eflate; thus I have been for many weeks 
fince I parted with you, but God hath been with me. My friends, life is mine, death is mine ; in that covenant 
of which I preached to ybu, is all my falvation, and all my defire : Although my body do Hot profper, / hope through grace my fi.ul doth. I have lived a fweet life by the promifes, and I hope through grace can die by a pro- mife. It is the promifes of God that will Hand by us. Nothing but God in them will ftand us in the day of af- 
flidtion. My dear friends, I feel the power of thefe doc- trines I preached to you on my heart, the dodlrines of faith, of repentance, of felf-denial, of the covenant of grace, of contentment, &c. O that you would live them over, now I cannuot preach them to you I It is a flrame 
for a believer to be call down Ader afflictions, that hath fo many glorious privileges, juitmcation, adoption, fanft- 
ification, and eternal gloryWe fhall be as the an- 
gels of God in a little while; nay, to fay the truth be- lievers are, as it were, little angels already, that live in the power of faith. O my friends, live like believers, trample this dirty world under your feet; be not taken with itf comforts nor* ci(quieted with its croffefs, you- 
will be gone out of it fhortly.” When they came to take leave of him, he would needs 
pray with them, as his weak ftate did fuffer him. Theft he laid, “ I'arevvell my dear friends; go home and live over what I haye preached to you, and the Lord provide 
for you when I am gone. Now I cannot preach to you, 
but let my wafted ftrength, and ufelefs limbs, be a fer- mon to you. I am afraid of fonie of you, after all I have 
fpokeu to you. There are many profelfors, who can pray well, and talk well, whom we fhall find at the left 
hand of Chrift another day. You have your trades, 
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your eftates, your relations; be not taken \vitk i 
thefe, but with God ; O live on him. For the Lord's i fake, go home and take heed of the world, worldly cares, worldly comforts, worldly relations, &c. Oh! let not my 
labours and fufferings, let not my wafted ftrcngth, and ufelefs limbs, rife up in judgment againft you at the great day of the Lord,” Then he faid, “ The Lord having given authority to his minifters to blefs his peo- 
ple, accordingly I blefs you in his name,” (ufing the words he always ufed after facraments) “ The Lord blefs you and keep you, the Lord caufe his face to fliine upon 
you, and give you peace. And the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jefus, that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the ever- lafting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleafihg 
in his fight, through Jefus Chrift; to w’hom be glory for- ever and ever. Amen.” 

In the mornings, his firft; fpeeches would be, (which ] Jie alfo ufed in his health) “ Now we have one day more ; |,| 
this is one more for God; now let us live well this day, work hard for our fouls; lay up much treafure in heaveft jj this day, fe r we have but a few to live,” Being trkei to the Bath, where he met witfi extraor- 
dinary kindnefs from ftrangers, for many reforted to him, ] 
to fee him, and hear him fpeak, having heard what a monument of mercy he was ? he did delight hitnfelf much ; 
in the confideration of the Lord’s kindnefs to him, and the token’s of ftrangers their love, and would often fay, ] “ I was a flranger, and mercy took me in; in prifon, and ; 
it came to me ; fick and weak, and it vifited me.” N. B. 4 He had been much perfecuted, and put in prifon, for no 4] ether crime but preaching the gofpel. 

He had a moft pious and afTe&ionate wife, that wailed 9 
clofely upon him, to whom he faid, “ Now, my dear j heart, my companion in all my tribulations and afflic- tions. I thank thee for all thy pains and labors for me at 
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her, fill her with all manner of grace and confolations,. 
and fupport and carry her through all difficulties. He had fome conflifts with Satan a little before his ! death: once he uttered thefe words, “Away thou foul 
fiend, thou enemy of all mankind, thou fubtle fophifter, art thou come now to molefi; me ? Now I am jutt going! Now I am fo weak, and death upon me! Trouble me not, 
for I am none of thine! 1 am the Lord’s; Chrift is mine, and I am his, his by covenant; I hare fworn myfelf to be the Lord’s, and his I will be; therefore be gone.” |i Thefe laft words he repeated often, as pleading his cov- enanting with God, as a mean to refill the devil and hi* 
temptations. When he looked on his weak confumed. hands, he would fay, “ Thefe ffiall be changed: this vile 
body lhallbe made like to Chrift’s glorious body. O what 
a glorious day will the day of refurre6lion be! Methinks I fee it by faith: how will the faints Hft up their heads, and rejoice ? and how fadly will the wicked world look then ! O come let us make hafle ; our Lord will come Ihortly ! If we long to be in heaven, let us hallen with 
our work: for when that is done, away we lhall be fetch- ed, O this vain, fooliffi, dirty world ! I wonder how reafoirable creatures can fo doat upon it! What is in it 
worth the looking after! I care jjot to be in it longer than while my Mailer hath either doing or fuffering work for me : were that done, farewell to earth.” 

This eminent faint had this tellimony given him by 1 one; It may be faid of him, in as high a degree as of | molt faints on earth, that each thought was to him a 
ij prayer, each prayer a fong, each day a Sabbath, each 4; meal a facrament, and fo his fife ofi earth a foretafte of 
< that eternal repaft, to which he hath now arrived si' 34. The noble Marquis of Argyll, being a zealous 
V friend of our covenanted reformation, was put to death i May 27,1661. His friends contrived methods fos ma- 

king his efcape out of the caftle of Edinburgh; but he thanked them, and told them, he would not diibwn the 
caufe he had fo publicly efpoufed, bnt'refolved to fuffer the utmo’ll. When the fentence of death was pafied by 
the parliament, on Saturday May 25 th, he faid, “ / had: 
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the lionor to fet the crown upon the king’s head, and i 
now he haftens me to a better crown than his own.”1 S’. 
Then he was fent to the tolbooth. His excellent lady w 
embracing him when he entered, wept bitterly, faying, B| feveral times, “ The Lord will require it.” Not any in 111 the room could refrain from tears; but the Marquis him- ii 
felf was perfedUy compofed, and faid, “ Forbear, for- U bear; truly / pity them, they know not what they are jt doing: they may fhut me in where they pleafe, but it 
they cannot Ihut out God from me. For my part, /am * i as content to be here as in the cattle, and as content in i the cattle as in the tower of London,” (where he was firft I put,) “ and as content there as when at liberty; and I \ 
hope to be as content upon the fcaft'old as any of them all.”_He added, that he remembered a feripture cited j to him lately by an honeft minifter in the cattle, and en- 
deavoured to put it in pradlice, when Ziglag was taken I and burnt, and the people fpoke of ftoning David, “ He s encouraged himfelf in the Lord his God.” All his fiiort ] 
time, till Monday, he fpent with the greateft ferenity and ; cheerfulnefs, and in the proper exercifes of a dying l Chriftian. He faid to fome minifters allowed to be with I him in the prifon, that fhortly they would envy him who j was got before them—And added, “ Mind that I tell 
you, my fkill fails me, if you who are minifters will not *itherfuffer much, or fin much: for though you go 
along with thefe men in part, if you do it not in all things, you are but where you are, and fo mutt fuffer; and if 
you go not at all in with them you {hall but fuffer.” The Marquis was naturally timorous, but he defired j thofe about him to obferve, as he could not but do, that 
the Lord had heard his prayers, and removed all fear from him. And indeed his friends work was to reftrain 
and qualify his fervent longings after his diffolution, and not to fupport him under the near views of it. The M Lord was exceeding kind to him at this time: for upon- | Monday morning, that day he fuffered, when he w-as ia 
the midft of company, and thronged in fubferibing pa- b1 

pers relating to his eftate, he was fo overcome with a fin- vji 
gular jnanjfeftauon Lora Qod; that he broke out in a 
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| raptnre, and laid, “ / thought to have concealed the j Lord’s goodnefs, but it will not do; /am now ordering my affairs, and God is fealing my charter to a better in- 

heritance, and juft nov# fayiyg tome, Son, he of good cheer, thy fine are forgiven thee” After he had retired fometime alone, when he opened the door, Mr. Hutche- fon, one of the minifters that attended him, faid to him, What cheer, my lord? he anfwered, “ Good cheer, Sir, the Lord bath again confirmed and faid to me, from hea- 
I ven, Son, le of good cheer, thy fns are forgiven thee.” i And he gufhed out in abundance of tears of joy, fo that 
| he retired to the window’s, and wept there. Afterward* j he faid in a perfect rapture to Mr. Hutchefon, “ I think, his kindnefs overcomes me; but God is good to me, that lets not out too much of it here, for he knows I could ; not bear it: get my cloak and let us go.” But being : told that the town-clock was kept back, fo that the 

j hour was not yet come ; he anfwered, “they are far in the wrongand prefently kneeled down, and prayed before all prefent, in a m«ft fweet and heavenly manner,, to the refrefhment of all that were there. When he was going out to the fcaffold, he faid, I 
could die like a Roman, but 1 choofe rather to die as a 
chriftian. Come avv&y, gentlemen, he that goes firft, goes cleanlieft.” When going down, he called Mr, James Guthrie to him, and embracing him in the moft 
endearing way, took his farewel of him. Mr. Guthrie, at parting, addreffed the Marquis thus, “ My lord, God hath been with you, he is with you, and God will be with you; and fuch is my refpeft for your lordlhipr that . if I were not under the fentence of death myfelf, 1 could 
cheerfully die for your lordfhip.” So they parted fora 

j]1 Ihort feaion, in two or three days to meet in a better j! place. The Marquis, in his fpeech on the fcaffold, hath thefe words, “ God hath laid engagements upon Scotland; we are tied by covenant to religion and reformation. Thofe that were then unborn are engaged to it, and it paffeth the power of any under heaven to ablolve a ma* 
from the oath of God,’’ 
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3 j, Mr. John Welfh, miirifterof the gofpel at Ayr jr . vhom Mr. Rtirherford (in his preface to his lurrey oij[ 

Antinomianifm) calls that apoftoiic, heavenly and pro-o-. pheticalman of God; and there tells us, that he had iti 
from thofe that were vvitneffes of his life, that of every; I twenty-four hours he gave ufually eight to prayer, and j .. 
that he fpent many nights in prayer to God, interceding!! for fuffering Proteftants abroad, as well as for his mother-? church. This holy man, when prifoner in the caftle of 
Blacknefs, and in the view of death, (being condemned 
to it for maintaining the liberties of this church, though afterwards thefentence was changed into banillrment,) in 
his letter to a chriltian lady hath thefe words: ei I long to eat of that tree which is planted in the 
midft of the paradife of God, and to drink of the pure river clear as chryftal, that runs through the ftrtet of 
the Nevv-Jerufalem, I long to be refreflied with the fouls of them that are under the altar, who were flain 
for the word of God, and the teftimony that they held ; 
and to have thefe long white robes given me, that I may walk in white raiment with thefe glorious faints, who have walked their garment?, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Why fhould I think it a ftrange ] thing to be removed from this place, to that where my 
hope, my joy, my crown, my elder Brother, my Head, | 
my Father, my Comforter, and all the glorious faints 
are, and where the fotvg of Mofes amd the Lamb is fung 1 joyfully ; where we fhall not be compelled to fit by the j rivers of Babylon, and hang up our harps on the willow trees, but (half take them up, and fmg the newhallelu- i jab, Bleffing, honour, glory and power, to him that fits jl upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever § 
What is there under the old vault of the heavens, and in a 
this old-worn earth, which is groaning under the bondage | ®f corruption, that Hiould make me defire to remain | 
here ? I expert that new heaven and new earth, wherein j righteoufnefs dvvelleth, wherein I fhal! reft forever more. 1 
I look to get entry to the New-Jerufalem at one of thefe jfl 
twelve gates, whereupon are written the names of the fj 
twelve tribes of Ifrael. I know that Jefus Chrifl hath »■: 
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prepared them for me. Why may I not then, with bjldnefs in his blood, ftep into that glory, where my s head and Lord hath gone before me ? Jefus Chrift is the : door and the porter ; who then {hall hold me out ? O T thou faireft among the children of men, the delight of ;i mankind, the light of the Gentiles, the glory of the 
Jews, the life of the dead, the joy of angels and faints, my foul panteth to be with thee. I refufe not to die 
with thee, that 1 may live with thee ; I refufe not to fufifer with tV.ee, that I may rejoice with thee. O when 

I fhall I be filled with his love ! Surely, if a man knew how precious it is, he would count all things but drofs 
and dung ’ to gain it. I long for that fcaffold, or that j ax, or that cord, that might be to me that laft ftep of ■ this my wearifome journey, to go to thee, my Lord — Who am I, that he fhould firft have called me, and then 

j conftitute me a minifter of the glad tidings of the gofpel of falvation thefe many years, and now laft of all to be a fufferer for his caufc and kingdom ? Thefe two points* 
tjl. That ChfKtis the head of his church : idly, That {he is free in her government from all ether jurifdicfion, except Chrift ; yea, as free as any kingdom under heav- en. not only to convocate, hold, and keep her meetings 
and affemblies; but alfo to judge of all her affairs amongft her members and fubjefts : thefe are the caufe of our 
fufferings. I would be moft glad to be offered up as a facrifice for fo glorious aAruth ; but, alas ! I fear that my fins, and the abufe of fo glorious things as 1 have 
found, deprive me of fo fair a crown. Yet my Lord doth know, if he would call me to it, and ftrengthen me >1 ir. it, it would be to rne the moft glorious day, and glad- ? eft hour I ever faw in my life ; but I am in his hands, to j do with me whatfoever {hall pleafe him.” 

This eminent faint fpent much of his time in the mount * of prayer and wreftling with God ; was admitted to ve- 
i iy intimate nearnefs with him, and had many fecret things revealed to him from God. He ufed to fay, “He 

wondered how a chriftian could lie in bed all night, without riling to fpend fome of the night in prayer and praife.” 
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In his laft illnefs he had a great weaknefs in his knees,!S 

caufed by his continual kneeling at prayer, the thereof became infenfible, and hard like a fort of horn j.'* 
but when in his weaknefs he was defined to remit fome- •> what of his former painfulnefs, his anfwer was, “ He had his life of God, and therefore it Ihould be fpent for him.” During his fickuefs he was fo filled with the 
fenfible enjoyment of God, that he was fometimes over- ^ heard in prayer to have thefe words, “ Lord, hold thy 
hand, it is enough, thy fervant is a clay veffel, and can hold no more.” 

36. Mr. Chriftopher Love, minlfcer of Laurence-Jury in London, who was beheaded on Tower-hill, Auguil II 22, 1651, in time of Cromwell’s ufurpation, and for H 
fufpefted plotting againft his government, his words on |l the fcaffold were tnoil pathetic and weighty.—“ Altho’ l| (faid he) there be but little between me and death ; yet this bears up my heart, there is but little between me |l and heaven. It comforted Dr. Taylor the martyr, when ll 
he was going to execution, that there were but two |l ftiles between him and his Father’s houfe : there is a lef-- jj fer way between me and my Father’s houfe, but two || fteps between me and glory It is but lying down upon jl 
that block, and I fliall afeend upon a throne. I am j| this day failing towards the ocean of eternity, through a j| rough palfage, to my haven of reft, through a red fea to the promifed land. Methinks I hear God fay to me, as m] 
he did to Mofes, Go up to Mount Nebo, and die there; '|j fo to me, Go up to Tower-hill, and die there. Ifaac ■i faid of himfelf, that he was old, and yet he knew not il 
the day of his death : but I cannot fay fo. I am young,'M and yet I know the day of my death; and I know tha 1 
kind of my death, and the place of my death alfo. I am j| put to fuch a kind of death, as two famous preachers of fl the gofpel were put to before me ; John the Baptift, and | Paul the apoftle, they were both beheaded. I read alio j in Rev. xx. 4. The fmv.ts lucre beheaded for the word of\ God,- and tejliniony of Jefus, But herein is thedifadvan- 
tage which I lie under in the thoughts of many; they] judge, that I fuffer not for the word of God, or for con- 
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f| /cience, but for meddling with date matters. To this I ; (hall briefly fay, that it is an old trick of Satan, to im- 
i, pute the caufe of God’s peoples fufferings, to be con- 
:> trivements againft the Hate, when in truth, it is their re- ligion and confcience they are perfecuted for. The ru- lers of Ifrael would have put Jeremiah to death upon a 
; civil account, though indeed it was only the truth of t his prophefy that made the rulers angry with him : and 
; yet upon a civil account, they pretend he muft die, be- •. •aufe he fell away to the Chaldeans, and would have 

brought in foreign forces to invade them. The fame thing is laid to my charge, of which I am as innocent as 
Jeremiah was. So Paul, though he did but preach Je- 
fus Chrift, yet his enemies would have had him put to ij death, under pretence that he was a mover of fedition — ; Upon a civil account, my life is pretended to be taken away ; whereas it is, becaufe I purfue my covenant, and 
will not proftitute my principles and confcience to the ambition and lufts of men. I had rather die a covenant- keeper, than live a covenant-breaker. Beloved, I am this day making a double exchange : I am changing a pulpit for a fcaffold, and a fcaffold for a throne ; and I might add a third, I am changing the prefence of this 

, numerous multitude on Tower-hill, for the innumerable company of faints and angels in heaven, the holy hill of Zion ; and I am changing a guard of foldiers for [a 
guard of angels, which will receive me and carry me to 
Abraham’s bofora. This fcaffold is the beft pulpit that ever 1 preached in : in my church-pulpit, God through his grace made me an inftrument to bring others to heav- en ; but in this pulpit he will bring me to heaven.” Af- 
terwards he faid, “ Though my blood be not the blood >) of nobles, yet it is Chriftian blood, minifter’s blood, yea 
more, it is alfo innocent blood. I magnify the riches of God’s mercy and grace towards me, that I who was born in Wales, an obfcure country, and of obfcure pa- 

' rents, fhould be fingled out to honourable fufxering.— For the firfl fourteen years of my life I never heard a fermon preached ; yet in the fifteenth year of my life, it 
pleafed God to convert me. Bleffed be God, who not 
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o-nly made me a Chiiftian, bet alfo a miniftcr, judging 
me faithful and putting me into the miniftry, which is my glory. I had rather be a preacher in the pulpit than 
a prince upon a throne ; I had rather be an inftrument to bring fouls to heaven, than that all nations fliould. bring tribute to me. Formerly (faid he) I have been 
under a fpirit of bondage ? yea, fometimes I have had more fear in drawing out a tooth, than now I have for cutting off my head. When fear was upon me, death 
was not near; now when death is near me, my fear is 
evanilhed. I am comforted in this, though men kill me they cannot damn me ; though they thruft me out of the world, yet they cannot ihut me out of heaven.— When I have (bed my blood I expeft the full declaration 
of the remiffion of fins through the blood of Jefus Chrift. I am going to my long home, and ye to your (hort homes; but I lhall be at my home before ye be at 
yours.” He prayed, that feeing “ he was called to do the work which he never did, he might have the ftrength which he never had.” 

Dr. Wild, in his elegy, hath thefelines: 
Metbinks I hear beheaded faints above Call to each other, Sirs, make room for Love. Who when he came to tread the fatal ft ge, 'Which prov’d his glory, and his cn'mies rage) His blood ne’er run to's heart j Chrift’s blood was there. Reviving it : his own was all to fpa'-e ; Which, riling in his cheeks, did feem to fay, Is t-his the Wood you thirft for ? Take’t I pray. Spedlators in his looks fuch life did fpe, That they appear’d more like to die than he. Light’ning, which fill'd the air with blazing light, Did ferve for torches at that difmal night J In which, and all next day for many hours, Heaven groan’d in thunder, and did weep in Ihowers t Nor do I wonder that God thunder'd fo. When's Boanerges murder’d lay below. 

37. Mrs. Joyce Lewis being condemned to be burnt 
for the Proteftant religion in queen Mary’s reign, when fhe heard that the writ for her execution was come, the faid to her friends, “ as for death, I fear it not ; for 
when I behold the amiable countenance of Jefus Chrtft 
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i Ttry dear Saviour, tlie ugly face of death doth not much 
! trouble me.” 38. Bullinger of Zurich, in his ficknefs, faid to hi* 
I friends, “ If the Lord will make any further ufe of me i and my miuiftry in his church, I willingly obey him ; 

but if he pleafe, (as I much defire) to take me out of this miferable life, I {hall exceedingly rejoice, that he 
. pleafeth to take me out of this corrupt and wretched 
age to go to my faviour Chrift. For (faid he) if Socra- tes was glad when his death approached, becaufe as he thought he (hould go to Homer, Hefiod, and other learned men, whom he expe&ed to meet with in the 
?other world ; how much more do I joy, who am fure 
that I fhall fee my faviour Jefus Chrift, as alfo the faints, I patriarchs, prophets, apoftles, and all the holy men who 
have lived from the beginning of the world? Now, when 
I am fure to fee them, and to partake of their joys, why I fliould I not willingly die, to enjoy their perpetual foci- 1 ety and glory ?” 39. Mr. Theodore Bera, a famous paftor in Geneva, j when he apprehended the approach of death, revifed his | will; an$ fo cafing himfelf of all worldly thoughts, 

j wholly betook himfelf to expedf the time of his depart- ! ure, which he had much longed for. He oft ufed the 
I apoftle’s faying, “ We are his vvorkmanlhip, created in 
j Jtfus Chrift unto good works.” And that of Auguf- 
I tine, Donrine quod captjli perjice, ne inportue naufragiutn J auidat. “ Lord, perfect that which thou haft begun, j that I fuffer not ftiipwreck in the haven.” And that j laying of Barnard ; Domine,fequemur te, per te, ad te:— 
L 7r, qui averitas ; Per te, quia via ■' Ad te, quea vita — “ Lord, we will follow thee, by thee, to thee. Thee, 

' becaufe thou art the truth ; by thee, becaufe thou art 
the way ; to thee, becaufe thou art the life.” 40. Meladthon of Wittemberg, Luther's dear com- | panion, faid, “ That he much longed to be difiblved ; j and that for two reafons: \Jl. That he might enjoy the ! much defired prefence and fight of Chrift, and of the 

1 heavenly church, zdly. That he might be freed fro* 3 the cruel and implacable difeords of divines.” 
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41. Mr. John Bradford, a minifter and martyr in 

Queen Mary’s reign, when the keeper told him that the j >: 
next day he was to be burnt in Smithfield, he put off his cap, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, faid, “ 1 thank 
God for it, it comes not now to me on a fudden, but as a thing waited for every day and-hour; the Lord 
make me worthy thereof.” One Creffwell offering to 
interpofe for hint* and defiring to know what his requeft 
was, he faid, “ I have no requdl to make ; if the queen give me my life, I will thank her ; if fhe will banifh me 
1 will thank her ; if fhe burn me, I will thank her ; if die will condemn me to perpetual imprifonment, I will thank 
her.” The Chancellor preffing him to do as others had 
done, in hopes of the queen’s mercy ; he faid, “ My lord, I defire mercy with God’s mercy, that is, without 
doing or faying any thing againft God and his truth.— 
But mercy with God’s, wrath, God keep me from.— 
God’s mercy (added he) I defire, and alfo would be glad of the queen’s favour to live as a fubjedf without clog on 
confcience ; but otherwife the Lord’s mercy is better to ! 

me than life. Life iahis difpleafure is worfe than death, : 
and death with his favour is true life.” 

In his letter to Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Ridly, and Dr. Lat- imer, he hath thefe words ; “ Our dear brother Rogers ' | 
hath broken the ice valiantly. This day or to-morrow I 
at the uttermoft, hearty Hooper, fincere Saunders, and ! trufty Taylor, will end their courfe, and receive their crown. The next am I, who hourly look for the porter 
to open me the gates after them, to enter into the defired 
reft. God forgive me my unthankfulnefs for this ex- ceeding great mercy. Though I fuffer juftly, (for I 
have been a great hypocrite, unthankful, &c. the Lord pardon me, yea, he hath done it, he hath done it indeed,) , 
yet what evil hath he done ? Chrift, whom the prelates 
perfecute, his truth which they hate in me, hath done | 
no evil, nor deferved death. O what am I, Lord, that ji 
thou fhouldlt thus magnify me ? Is it thy wont, to fend ■;[ for fuch a wretched hypocrite in a fiery chariot, as thou :■! 
didft fend for Elias ?” In one of his meditations, after confeffing of fin, faith l. 
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lie, “ O what now may we do ! defpair ? no, for thou art God, and therefore good ; thou art merciful, and 
therefore thou forgiveft fin : with thee there is mercy 
and propitiation, and therefore thou art worfhipped.— When Adam finned, thou gaveft him mercy before he 
defired it; and wilt thou deny us mercy, who now de- 
fire the fame ? Adam excufed his fault, and accufed thee; but we accufe ourfelves, and excufe thee: and .fhall we be fent'empty away ? How often in the wilder- 
nefs didfi: thou fpare Ifrael, and defer thy plagues at the 
'requeft of Mofes, when the people themfelves made no 
petition to thee ? Now we do not only make our petitions 

* to thee, but alfo have a Mediator, far above Mofes, to appear for us, even Jefus Chriil thine own Son; and ihall we (dear Lord) depart afliamed ?—O merciful 
Lord, for thine own glory fuffer not the enemy of thy 
Son Chrilf, the Romifli Antkhrift, thus wretchedly to delude and draw from thee our poor brethren, for whom thy dear Son once died, 5cc. Suffer him not to feducc the Ample fort with his fond opinion, that his falfe gods, 
his blind, mumbling, feigned religion, or his foolifn fu- perftition, doth give him fuch conquefts, fuch vi&ories, 
and fuch triumphs over us. But, O Lord, this is thy righteous judgment, to punilh us with the tyrannical 
yoke of blindnefs, becaufe we have cad away from us the fweet yoke of the wholefome wo.rds of thy Son our Saviour.” In his letter to Mrs. Anne Warcup, he faith, “ My 
fiaff ftandeth at the door. I look continually for the fheriff to come for me ; and I blefs God I am ready for 
him. Now go I to pra&ife that which I have preached. Now I am climbing up the hill; it will caufe me to puff 
and blow before I come to the cliff. The hill is fleep 
and high, my breath is fiiort, and my ftrength "is feeble. 
Pray therefore to the Lord for me, that, as I have now through his goodnefs even almoft come to the top, I may 
by his grace be ftrengthened, not to reft till I come where I fliould be.” 

He was Angular for humility and felf-abafement, tho’ 
a moft eminent faint.* He fubfcribed fome of his letters, 
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the moft miferable hard-hearted unthankful finner. Jobs Bradford. A very painted hypocrite, John Bradford. MJerriwus peccalor, John Bradford. The linful John 
Bradford. 

42. Mr. Edward Deering, a little before his death, faid to his /riends, “ As for my death, I blefs God I 
feel and find fo much inward joy and comfort to my foul, 
that, if I were put to my choice, whether I would die or 
live, I would a thoufand times rather choofe death than life, if it may Hand with the holy will of God.” 

43. Mr. Robert Rollock, when a-dying, prayed, - “ Lord, I have hitherto feen but darkly in the .glafs of thy word ; now grant that I may enjoy the eternal frui- 
tion of thy countenance, which I have fo much defired and longed for. Hafte, Lord, and do not tarry I am 
weary both of nights and days: come, Lord Jefus, that I may come to thee. Break thefe eye-firings, and give 
me others; I defire to be diflblved, and to be with thee ; hafte, Lord Jefue, and defer no longer. Go forth, my weak life, and let a better fueceed. O Lord Jefus, 
thruft thy hand into my body and take my foul to thy- felf. O my fweet Lord, fet this foul of mine free, that | [. it may enjoy her hnlband.” 

y 44. Galeacious Carracciolus, marquis of Vico, when '! a-dying, took his leave of his wife, and all his Chriftian ] 
friends, telling them, he would lead them the way to ! 
heaven. A nd he cried to Jefus Chrift, that “ As he had ■! fought him all his life, fo now he would receive and ac- I 
knowledge him as his own.” 

45. The famous Lord Duplefiis in Franr.e, when a- | dying, was much concerned for the church of God in j 
diftiefs, praying earneftly for her deliverance. He par- i1 

ticularly bleftcd Inch of his grandchildren as were follow- ing the fludies of learning, faying, “ that he was af- | 
fured they fltould be bleffed with the blellings both of | 
heaven above, and of the earth beneath.” When a min- ifter fpoke of the fervice he had done the church by his ! 

writings, he faid, “ Alas, what was there of mine in the 4 work? Say not, that it was I, but God by me.” Then, 'ij 
lifting up his hands above his headr he cried three times, , 3 
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«< Mercy, mercy, mercy.” Adding, “ that he did it, to 
(hew that it was the alone mercy of God to which he had 
reconrfe.” And declared, that*his faith was altogether founded upon the goodnefs of God in Jefus Chrift, who 
by the Father had been made unto him, as to all others that believe in him, wifdom, righteoufn*fs, fan&ifica- tion, and redemption. “ Away (faid he) with all merit; 
I call for nothing but mercy, free mercy.” When one was blefiing God for giving him fuch peace and comfort 
at his end, he faid, “ I feel, I feel what I fpeak.” As to his faith of the truths of God, he faid, “ Fie was en- tirely perfuaded thereof, by the demonftration of God’s holy Spirit, which was more powerful, more clear, and 
more certain, than all the demonftrations of Euclid.”— When fecretly praying, he was overheard faying in bro- ken fentences, “ I fly, I fly to heaven. Let the angels carry me toHhe bofom of my Saviour.” Afterwards 
faid, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth, and I (hall fee him with thefe eyes, Htfce tculis ;” which words he re- 
peated four or five times. 46. Jerome of Prague, when he was faftened to the 
(lake, and the executioner began to kindle the fire be- hind him, he bade him kindle it before his face. “ For 
(faid he) if I had been afraid of it, I had not come ta this place, having had fo many opportunities offered m to efcape it.” 47. Mr. Hooker, a minifter in New-England, whefc 
one that (food weeping at his bed-fide, when he lay a- dying, faid to him, “ Sir, you are going to receive the reward of all your labours ;” he replied, “ Brother, I 
am going to receive mercy.” 

48. Mr. Heron, another minifter there, •when dying, and leaving a family of many fmall children : his poor 
wife fell a-vveeping, and faid, “ Alas ! what will become 
of all thefe children ?” He prefently and pleafantly re- plied, “Never fear; he that feeds the young ravens, will not ftarve the young Herons.” And indeed it came 
to pafs accordingly. It was an ancient obfervation con- cerning the Englifli martyrs under the bloody Marian 
perfecution, “ That none of them went morejoyfully to 

Q 2 



186 Afflicted Man's Companion. 
the flake, than thofe who had the greateft families t-9 commit unto the Lord ” 49. Chryfoftom, whtn the emprefs Eudoxa, (an Ari- an,) fent a threatening meflage to him, he faid, “ Go 
tejl her, Nil nifi peccatum timeo, I fear nothing but fin.” When he was fentenced to banifl»ment,he faid, “None 
of thefe things trouble me ; for I faid before within my- felf, if the emprefs will, let her banifh me ; the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulnefs thereof. If (he will, let her 
law me afunder ; Ifaiah was fo ufed : If fhe will, let her caft me into the fea j I will remember Jonah : If flic will, let her caft me into a burning fiery furnace, or to 
the wild beafts ; the three children and Daniel were fo fervcd : If (lie will, let her ftone me, or cut off my head; I have St Stephen and the Baptift for my compainions, 
If (he will, let her take away all my fubftance ; naked 
came I out of my mother’s womb,, and naked (hall I re- 
turn thither again.” ~ But I muft break off, for time would fail me to enu- 
merate the many inftances of the faith, love, patience, 
hope, courage, and conftancy of the faints and martyrs 
of Jefus, when in, the view of death. Some have told the perfecutors, “ That they might pull the hearts out 
of th. ir bodies, but they could never pluck, the truth out of their hearts.” Others have faid, “ That if every hair of their heads were men, they (liould all fuffer death for Chrift and his truths.”—” Oh,(faidone of them) can. 
I die but once for Chrift V’ 

To conclude : let thefe examples prompt us to fcek 
grace from God,, and make it our earned ftudy to imi- tate and follow fuch a cloud of witneffes, that we may 
die martyrs in refolution, our graces may be matt lively at the laft, our evening fun may fltine bright eft, and w£ 
may go off the ftage glorifying God, and leaving a fweet favour behind us, as thefe famous worthies, vvhoffc. 
praife is in the churches, have done before, us. 
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I Direct, vii. Let dying perfons be much in prayer and ejaculations tt God. 
PRAYER is the native breath of renewed fouls ; rt 

is as necefiary to their fpiritual life, as breath is to the natural life, Lam iii. 56. “ Hide not thine ear at my breathing.” The firit thing a child of God doth, when he is new born, is to breathe by prayer. Afts ix. 11. 
“ Behold he prayeth.” And it is alfo his lait work in the world to pray, Afts vii. ^9, 60: “And they ftoned Stephen, calling upon God, and faying, Lord Jefus, re- 
ceive my fpirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. And when he had faid this, he fell afleep.” A dying Chrif- tian hath many to pray for ; he is to pray for the church of God, for his friends and relations, and alfo for his 
enemies, as Stephen did ; of which I fpake before. But efpecially he mull pray for himfelf, that fin may be for- given. and that he may have fafe condudl through the dark valley. I have heard of fome that have been found dead upon their knees a noble pofture to die in ! Hew 
agreeable is it to enter psaying into the land of praife 1 So did Stephen, yea, fo did our bleffed Saviour himfelf ; “ Father,, forgive them, for they know not what they do. Father, into thy hands I commend my fpirit.”  
The laft words that holy Ulher uttered were, “ But, Lord, in fpeeial forgive my fins of omiffion.” “ Lord, (faid dying Beza) perfedl that which thou hall begun, that I fuffer not Ihipwreck in the haven.”’ I remember to have read of an old miniller, when he found death ap- _ preaching, he faid, “ I defire to die like the poor thief,, i crying to the crucified Jefus for mercy. I am nothing, I have nothing, J can do nothing, except what is un- worthy. My eye, and hope, and faith, is to Chrill on bis crofs. 1 bring an unworthinefs like that of the poor 
dying thief unto him, and have no more to plead than he. Like the poor thief crucified with him, I am wait- ing to be received by the infinite grace of my Lord, 
into his kingdom.” Let us in like manner die, crying 
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(o a crucified Jefus for mercy. Lord, remember me, 
now thou art in thy kingdom. 

O dying Chriftian, remember the time of prayer is rear an end ; after death there will be no more occafion j for prayer. O then beg that the fpirit of prayer may be 
fo poured down upon you at this time, that you may be enabled to pour out your heart before God, both for 
yourfelf and others. O how earneftiy Ihould you pray then, when you are taking yo^r leave of prayer ! Mind 
the example which your Redeemer gave you; it was be- fore his death that he offered up prayers and fupplica- tions with ftrong crying and tears unto God. I ac- 
knowledge, lick and dying perfons are frequently>out of cafe for making prayers of any great length or continu- ance, (which coniideration fliould excite us to the great- er diligence in prayer in the time of our health) and 
therefore they ought to be the more frequent and fervent, in fhort and fuitable ejaculations and petitions to God, as 
their exigencies do require. 

Some Meditations and Ejaculations, proper for fick and dy- ing perfons, and efpecially for a dying believer. 
OL0RD, thou art the God of my life, and had; the i ey* of death in thy hand. Thou haft meaf- ured the length of my life, and appointed the hour of my death. The number of my Months and days is with 
thee, and thou haft appointed the bounds over which I cannot pafs. What is my life but a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vaniiheth away ! At the longeft, 
how fliort is it! and at the ftrongeft, how weak! “What man is it that liveth here, and (hall not fee death ? When 
a few days are come, I will go the way whence I (hall nonreturn.” God hath decreed it, fin hath deferved it, my frailty demonftrates it, death’s harbingers proclaim 
>t, and I rnuft expect it. 

There is no discharge in this war, no exemption from 
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jl death’s ftroke. Death’s meffengers are come to warn ] me, that my lafl day and laft hour draweth nigh. The ;|i found of their mafter’s feet is behind them. This clay- 

houfe muft be diffolved, my foul diflodged, and my 
: place here fltall know me no more ; I will be quickly as water fpilt on the ground, that cannot be gathered up : again. 

‘ O that I may be fuitably exercifed in my prefent w'eak 
! and dying condition ! When- my flefh faiieth, and my •! heart fainteth within me, O that God may be the ftrength 

| of my heart, and portion forever ! When the keepers of 
i the houfe do tremble, let God watch over it, and be the I keeper of my foul! When the grinders do ceafe, becaufe 

they are few, let my foul be fed with manna from heav- en. When the daughters of mufic are brought low', let 
tny foul be difpofed for hearing the fong of Mofes and 

| the Lamb, in the temple above. When thefe that look i out at the windows are darkened, let the eyes of my foul 
be enlightened to behold, with the dying martyr Ste- j phen, the heavens opened, and the glorious Jefus lland- 

j ing on the right hand of God, making interceffion for me, and ready to receive me. Let my hope and defire 
look out at the windows, and fay, “ Why is his chariot fo long a-coming \ and why tarry the wheels of his char- 
iot ? Make hafte, my beloved,, and be thou like a roe or a young hart on the mountains of Bether.” 

O that I may obferve the affli&ing hand ef God in my 
prefent ficknefs ! Surely affliftion cometh not out ef the duff, nor doth trouble fpring out of the ground. O Lord, rebuke me not in thy indignation, nor chaften me 

( in thy hot difpleafure. Have mercy on me, O Lord,. 
- for I am weak ; and heal me, for my bones are vexed. , When thou with rebukes doft corredl man for iniquity, thou makeft his beauty to confume away like a moth ; furely every man is vanity. The forrows of my heart are 

enlarged, O bring me out of my diftrefles. Look upon my affliction and my pain, and forgive all my fin. I look for fympathy to my great High Prieft, who is 
touched with the feeling of my infirmities. My he’p- 

|i and ftrength is in him. 
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O that when I am affli&ed, I may not defpife the 1 

chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when I am rebuked of 1 him ! Let me hear the rod, and him that hath appointed I it. Let me kifs the rod, and accept of the puniibment of mine iniquity. O that in my affli&ion I may be help- 
ed to humble myfelf greatly before the God of my fa- 
thers, and make a true and penitent confeffion of my 
fins ! 

Oh ! what fhall I fay to thee, O thou preferver of men ? I will fay, Lord, be merciful to me ; heal my foul, 
for I have finned againft thee. I acknowledge, that through an evil heart of unbelief, I have many a time ■ 
departed away from the living God. O h®w vaisly and foolifnly have I lived in the world ! How lavifli of my 
precious time ! How unmindful of my latter end ! How 
carelefs of my immortal foul! How little in preparation for eternity ! Oh, my own heart condemns me, my fins teftify againft me ; and thou who knoweft them better 
than I do myfelf, together with their feveral 'aggrava- 
tions, mighteft juftiy condemn me too. But my com- 
fort is, that with thee the Lord there is mercy, that thou mayeft be' feared ; and with thy Son there is plen- 
teous redemption : wherefore, for his fake, be pleafed 
to forgive me all my pafl tranfgrefiions. whether in tho’t, word, or deed, thofe I remember, and thofe I have for- 
gotten, and let them neither be charged on me to my 
fhatne and confufion in this world, nor to itiy everlafting ruin in that which is to come. Lord, forgive the follies 
of my childhood, the extraviganeies of my youth, and 
all the iniquities of my riper years. Oh ! I am polluted with fin, an<J dare not appear be- 
fore God with my own filthy rags upon me. When Adam loft the garment of original nghtebufnefs, he fled 
from God, and dreaded the fummons of offended juftice. 
Now, there is no appearing before God with acceptance, 
but in the garment of his Son, my elder brother. Now 
none can have boldnefs To enter into the holieft of all, 
but by the blood of Jefus. O enable me to ' difclaim whatfoever duties I have performed, or graces I have 
cxercifed, and to rely on a crucified Chrift alone for par- 
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don and life. Though thou flayed: me, let me die trufting in and cleaving to a crucified Jefus. Now the powers of darknefs will feek to raife a tem- 
ped to fliipwreck the veflei of my foul, when it would 
enter into the eternal haven : O that like the wife mari- ner, when the dorm approacheth, I may endeavour to 
fecure the veflei with the anchors of faith and hope faf- 
tened on the Rock Chrid ! 

O that, when the time of combat with my lad enemy cometh, I may above all take the Ihield of faith, whereby 
I may be fheltered from the ding of death, and may quench the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

O that the Lord of hods, the captain of my falvation, 
may be with me in my lad conflift, and may help me to | put on the whole armour of God, and give me Ikill to i ufe it, that I may be able to dandin the evil day! Teach 
my hands to war, and my fingers to fight, that through thee I may do valiantly, and tread dowm all mine ene- mies. O that now I may fo finifli my courfe, and fight the good fight of faith, that at death I may receive the crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Judge will 
give to all that love his appearing. O that my faith may ripen into a full afiurance, that I may go off the dage with joy, and an abundant entrance may be adminidered 
unto me into the kingdom of my Lord and Saviour Je- 
fus Chrid ! 

O that the night of my death may fliine bright with the fparkling liars of heavenly grace ! Lord, increafe my faith ! let the pilgrim’s flaff of faith be never out of my 
hand, till I come to my journey's end. O let me get 
Chrid all in my arms, like old Simeon before his death, that l may fay, like him, “ Now let thy fervant depart 

1 in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation.” Kindle the fire of heavenly love in my foul, and give me a tade of heavenly joys. O for one beam of thy light, to ban- ifh away all my doubts and fears ! Lord, let in fomething 
i of heaven to my foul, before itfelf go into heaven. 

Lord, take me not out of this life till thou bad fitted :|1 me for a better. May I befitted for heaven before I 
| leave the earth/and finifli my work before I finifli my 
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courfe ! Make me ready to meet thee at thy coming, 
that fo thy coming may not be the matter of my terror, but the matter of my hope, defires, and joyful expedta- 
tions. O that I may be in a longing frame for that blef- 
fed time, when he will come, and put a period to all my 11ns, forrows, troubles, and temptations here ; and when 
I fhall exchange my prefent being in the body, for an everlafting being with the Lord ! Lord, ftrengthen my 
faith, and hope, that fo neither the fweetnefs of life, the pain of death, nor apprehenfions about my future ftate, 
may make me unwilling to die. Is my Redeemer afeen- ded, and gone before me to prepare a place for r.:e ; ' why then fhould I be flothful to go in, and pofiefs the 
good land i Mercy hath filled up all my life, and brought me near 
to the end of it; 0 let it not leave me now, when all the enjoyments of the world are nothing to me, and I am to 
take an everlafting farewel of them all. Now one fmile 
of thy face, one tafte of thy love, would be ftrength and 
joy to my departing foul. O remember the word to thy fervant, upon which thou haft caufed me to hope ; haft 
thou not faid, “ I will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee ?” O fulfil this word to me in the time of my need, 
O let me never go off the ftage with a heavy heart, or a guilty confcience ; but may I depart in peace, and fleep 
in Jefus. Let me breathe out my departing foul to thee, and trail it in thy hand and fafe keeping : and let my flefh reft in hope of rifing glorioufly at thelaft day, thro* 
him who is the refurreftion and the life, the Lord Jefus Chrift. Love and praife is the exercife of faints for ever : may I be acquainted wdth it here ! O fhall I not love and 
praife him, who hath forgiven all my iniquities, healed all my difeafes, redeemed my life from deftrudlion, and 
crowned me with loving kindnefs and tender mercies ? 
He hath caufed goodnefs and mercy to follow me all the days of my life ; and lhall not I follow him with praifes 
at the end of it ? Now the time of my departure is at hand, and the 
lamp of life is ready to be extinguiflied. O that I may 
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; die in faith, that whether the lamp go out of its owit 
accord, or by fotne fudden blaft, it maybe lighted again 
by the immortal beams of the Sun of righteoufnefs ! And though I be overtaken with the fleep of death, and lie down in the bed of the grave ; yet fhall I awake again 
in the morning of the refurredtion, that morning which (hall never be fucceeded by an evening ; when I (hall behold thy face in righteoufnefs, and be eternally fatisfied 
with thy likenefs. Now I am going the way of all the earth, ready to launch forth into eternity, where I lhall be fixed in my everlalling condition. Grant me, Lord, the perfedt ufe 
of my fenfes, of my reafon and underftanding, that I may glorify thy name, and edify my neighbours to the laft moment of my departure. And now, when I am to con (lift with the king of terrors, © fupport and afiiil me in my forell extremities and laft agonies O merci- 

, fully mitigate death’s pangs, and let my paflage be eafy, and my landing fafe. Stand by me in my dying mo- ments, and fuccour my foul in thy hands from all its deadly enemies. And when I am numbered among the dead, let me alfo be numbered among the redeemed and | bleffed of the Lord for ever. O Lord, thou determineft both the bounds of man’s life, and the bounds of his habitation. If a hair of my head cannot fall to the ground without thy providence, 
far lefs can my whole body fall into the grave without it. Thou haft told me plainly, that I muft die ; bet mercifully haft concealed the time, place, and manner, 
that I might always Hand upon my guard, ever)* hour expedt thy coming, and have my accounts in my hand, i) always prepared to give them up to thee my Judge.— 

( juftly mighteft thou have fnatched me away by a furpri- ' fing call, and fudden ftroke : but in thy goodnefs thou 
; giveft me warning, and time to fet my houfe and foul in order. O gracioufly finilh what is now wanting of the work of thy grace in my heart and foul, and thoroughly 

accomplifh and furnilh me to appear in thy bleffed pref- ence. May I now die to fia every hour, that I may not 
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die for fin hereafter. Caufe fin wholly to die before me,M; that it may not rife in judgment againft me after death. 

O God, be thou my refuge and ftrength, and a very ; prefent help in trouble ; and then I will not fear, though r the waters of affli&ion rage, and be troubled, and tho* all the mountains of earthly comforts fhake with thet fwelling thereof. There is a river, the ftreams whereof .. {hall make glad the city of God. O let my foul dweUj]. 
befide thefe living ftreams, and drink of them for ever..{jj In the valley of the ftiado\vof death, Lord, be thou pref- I ent as the good Shepherd with thy guiding rod, and fupporting ftaff; and make my departure eafy, and full 
of peace and hope. Lord, sarry me fafe through the dark paflage upon which I am entering, and let me find 
it a gate of glory, a door opened into the cverlafting kingdom and joy of the Lord, Lord Jefus, receive my 
ipirit, and let it be prefented, juftified, and fpotlefs to 
the Father, that it may come to the fpirits of juft men made perfeft, and join with them in finging the new fong, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, and hath redeemed us to God by his blood, to receive power, 
honour, glory, and bleffing for ever. Amen.” 

Some Mcditatims for drooping Iciievcrt, when death is n 
TRAVELLERS, who have met with many ftorms, 

troubles, and dangers in their journeys, rejoice 
when they come near to their own country ; and fliall not I, a ftranger and pilgrim, that hath been long wan- dering in a wildernefs, be glad when I.come near .my blef- 
fed home, my dear friends, and eternal habitation .? With what checrfulnefs do fome women endure the 
pains of child-bearing, being fupported with the hopes of 
a child’s being born in the w’orld ? And what is the joy of a man-child being brought into this finful and mifera- ble world, to the joy of a fan&ified foul’s being brought 
out of it into heaven for ever l It is pleafant when the 
hard winter goeth over, the meffengers of the fpring, the 



195 Afflicted Man's Companion. 
finging of birds doth come, and fhall not I rejoice, when 
ficknefs and forerunners of death do tell me, that the winter of my darknefs and trouble is pad, and the fum- mer of my eternal light and joys is at hand ? What though death be the king of terrors ? is not glo- rious Chrift the king of comforts ? Have not I met al- 
ready with this bleffed King : and why fhould I fear to 
meet with the other ? O let my ftrength and fupport at this time come from Chrift, my covenanted Redeemer. 

O Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from failing ! O bring me out of the 
miry clay, fet my feet upon a rock, and eftablifti my go- ings, and put a new long in my mouth, even praifes to our God ! 

If Jacob went down fo cheerfully into Egypt, when God faid unto him, “ fear not to go down ; for I will 
go down with thee, and I will bring thee up again” why fhould a believer fear to go down to the grave, when 
God hath undertakea to go down with him thither, and to bring him up again ? His body may be turned into duft, but God is in covenant with his dull and will not fuffer the leaft particle of it to be loft. 

Arc not the righteous taken away from the evil to come ? Do they not reft in their beds, and enter into peace ? Why then ftiould I grudge at dying ? When the 
Lord is to bring heavy wrath and judgments upon a land, he frequently houfeth many of his people in heaven ^before-hand : and how happy are thefe that win the houfe before the fweeping hail-lhower doth fall. A believer iieedeth not to look for any fettled fair weather in this ' world it will be nothing but one Ihower up, and an- ‘ ibther down, till he be houfed in heaven. O why then lijhould I linger in this wildernefs ! How highly dignified is the believer, in being made an 
heir of God, and a joint heir with his own Son Jefus Chrift ! fo that Chrift and the believer do, as it were, ■divide heaven betwixt them ; they have the fame Father, 'dwell in the fame houfe, fit at the fame table, reign on Ithe fame throne, and partake of the fam$ glory. O 
what honour is this, which is put upon a worm of the 
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earth ! It is indeed but little that the young heir enjoyi of the inheritance while in this world ; no more than will ferve to bear his charges to heaven, where he (hal 
get all, forget his prefent ftraits, and remember his pov erty ne more. O why then Ihould not I, like a young heir, be looking and longing for the expiring of my mb 
nority, when I fliall arrive at ripe age, and enter upor the full poffeffion of the inheritance ! O that I could fend put faith and hope, thefe two faithful fpies, to furvey the promifed land, or at lealt to vilit the borders of my 
elder brother’s country ! what an encouraging report would they bring back ! My glorious Lord is gone, he hath left the earth, and entered into his glory ; my breth- 
ren and friends have many of them arrived there alfp. How great is the difference betwixt my Hate and their’s !i 
I am groaning out my complaints, but they are finging God’s praife : I am in darknefs and cannot fee God ; 
but they are in light, and fee him face to face. O my Lord, fhall I ftay behind, when they are gone ? Should 
I be fatisfied to wanderin the wildernefs, far dillant from my Father and my God, when they are triumphing a- bove, dividing the fpoil ? No, I will look Hill after theni with a lledfaft eye, and cry, O Lord, how long ? I will 
wait now in hope, yea, rejoice in the forethoughts of the day, when my minority fhall be expired, my pil- 
grimage finifhed, my banifhment over, that 1 may get home to my country and friends above. What though my days be dark and gloomy now, my 
winter be fharp and ftdrmy ? why, it is but fhort, and! near over ; the eternal fummer approacheth: the long 
day, the high fun, and the fair garden of my well-belov- ed, above thefe vifible heavens, will quickly make amends for all. Let me get up by faith, and vifit the new land,, 
view the fair city, and behold the white throne, and the! 
Lamb that fits thereon, that I may rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Shall many of the heirs of wrath go finging and rejoic- ing to hell ; and will an heir of God go drooping and forrowing"to heaven ? Oh, let me not, by my behaviour I on a death-bed, bring up a bad report upon Clmft’S good! 
way, and the land which he hath purchafed. 
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Have I fuch great and precious promifes left me, and fhall I not live and feed upon them in the time of my need? Shall I not truft the word of him that is faithful and true ? Hath he not faid to me, “ When thou paffeft through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they fliall not overflow thee ; when thou walk- eft through the fire, thou lhalt not be burnt ; neither 

fliall the flame kindle upon thee !” When the difciples 
were fore tofled .with winds and waves, thou cameft to thetp in the fourth watch of the night, walking on the waters ; and when their fears were increafed, thou faidft, | “ It is I, be not, afraid.” Thou rebukeft the winds, and there prefently followed a great calm. My Redeem- 

I er’s companions continue ; his bowels are not fliut up this day, more than in the day* of his flelh. “ Jefus Chrift is the fame to day, yefterday, and forever.” Ah ! I have too little improven my acquaintance with 
precious Chrift in the day of my life 1 how ready am I mifken and miftake him, when he changeth his difpofi- tions towards me ! Though I have been long at Chrift’s 
fchool, what fmall proficiency have I made in the work and myftery of faith ? How little have I learned to be- 
lieve in the dark, and to drop an anchor at midnight up- on the rock of ages, and to look out for the dawning of 
the day ? Surely the day fliall break, and the ftiadows flee away : my King cometh, my well-beloved is on his way ; he hath fent his letter before him to warn me of it, faying, “Behold I come quickly.” O that like the cold and wearied night-watch, I may be looking out for the ap- pearing of the morning-ftar, and the breaking of the eaft- 
ern Iky ; aad may be ftill crying, « Even fo come Lord Jefus, come quickly.” 

Thou haft laid, “ Light is fown for the righteois, and gladnefs for the upright in heart.” Surely God’s feed fliall not lie always beneath the clods ; the time is at hand, when it fliall fpring ; and joyful will the crop be at laft. O that, like David in affliction, I would encourage my- 
felf in the Lord my God, and fay, “ the Lord liveth. 

R2 
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blefied be my rock!” why fhould I droop while my Lord* liveth, and my rock ftandeth ? My hopes may die, my ' comforts may die, my gifts die, my riches die, my rela- tions die, and my body die ; but good news, “ The 
Lord liyeth, blelfed be my rock !” The difciples had a melancholy time while Chrift was dead, and laying in the 
grave ; but that fad time is over, he is now rifen, and will die no more. Nay, he hath proclaimed it for my comfort, .faying, “ Fear not, I am the firft and the laft. 1 

I am he that liveth and was dead ; and behold f am a- 
live forevermore, amen ; and have the keys of hell and death.” When my foul is caft down within me, let me remem- 
ber God from the land of Jordan, and the hill Mizar ; 

’that I may reafon myfelf out of all my fears and dif- couragements ; for yet, “ the Lord will command his loving kindnefs in the day time, and in the night kis fong 
lhall be with me, and my prayer to the God of my life. ’ “ Why then art thou caft down, O my foul, and why 
art thou difquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for I fliall yet praife him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.” Now, when death is at hand, let not my Saviour be 
far off. He who remembered the dying thief, and fpoke comfortably to him, let him now remember me when he- isfeated in his kingdom, and fay to my foul, “This day 
thou fhalt be with me in paradife.” When it is abfent from the body, let it be prefent with the Lord. Let 
the angels now be ready to do their office, to carry my departing foul into Abraham’s bofom. Let me now de- 
part, that I may be with Chrift ; yea, be forever with the Lord, that I may fee his face. Let me dwell there, where they have no night, need no candle, nor light of 
the fun forever ; where God (hall wipe away all tears from their eyes and there ftiallbe no more death, neithre for tow nor crying. 

Father, into thy hands I commit my fpirit. By the 
hands of him who hath redeemed it, let it be prefented 
to thee without fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing. 
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An addition of fame further Meditations, proper for any ftek perfon in the views of death. 
r’|~',HE Lord is pleafed fometimes to caft men down 
jL on beds of ficknefs, and draw the curtain betwixt the world and them, that they may take a view of their by-paft life, and future ftate Now is it time for me to look into my foul, and examine my ftate. Oh, how ma- ny do mifs falvation, when they think themfelves fure of 

it ! They miftake a form of godlinefs for the power of it, and thereby deceive themfelves, thinking themfelves fomethiog, when they are nothing. Some come the length as to Ihed tears, as Efau did ; profefs fair, yea, fight for the Lord, as Saul and Jehu 
did ; wifti for the end of the righteous, as Baalam did ; defire God’s people to pray for them, as Pharaoh and Simon Magus did ; walk foftly, and mourn for fear of judgments, as Ahab did ; joy in gofpel ordinances, and reform in many, things, as Herod did ; prophefy and fpeak well of Chrift, as Caiaphas and Judas did ; be convinced and tremble at hearing a fermon, as Felix 
did ; yea, tafte the good word of God, and the powers of the world, to-come, as apoftates have done: and yet for all thefe attainments, remain ftrangers to the faving work of the Spirit on the heart. O that the confideration of hypocrites attainments might alarm me out of my fecurity, and make me reftlefs 
till I find the diftinguiftiing marks of true grace, and fincere faith in my foul I O that I could fay, there is a principle in me, that will not fuffer me to build on any foundation in the world but Chrift and his righteoufnefs ; 
that makes me content with Chrift, with all his offices, with all his precepts, and with his very crofs for his , fake ! Doth the love of Chrift keep me back from fin, more than the law, or fear of hell ? Have I aimed at God’s honour in all my aclions, civil, naturafj and reli- 
gious ? Am I humbled, and denied to mine own will, wit, credit, eafe, and honour, and to all the enjoyments of the world ? Am I acquainted with the throne of grace, 
and defuous to keep up a conftant correfpondsnce with 
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it ? O let me not reft till I perceive thefe things in my foul which accompany falvation. O how comfortable would it be to me now, if I could fay with good Hezekiah in his ficknefs, “ Remember now, O Lord, how I have walked before thee in truth, 
and with a perfedl heart, and have done that which is good in thy fight.” O that I could pray, and fay, with Jcfus my Saviour, when in the view of death, “ Father, I have glorified thee on the earth ; I have finifhed the 
work which thou gaveft me to do : and now, O Father, j glorify thou nie with thine own felf, with the glory which thou hadft ordained for me before the world 
was !” Alas, Lord, I muft confefs, my iniquities have gone 
up above mine head ; my miflpent time, my nnfruitful- nefs under the means of grace, and waterings of ordi- nances, may caufe me to cry out, Woe is me for the 
leannefs of my foul, and barrennefs of my heart! I have been an empty vine, bringing forth fruit only to myfelf, I have hid my Lord’s money, and therefore deferve the I doom of the wicked and flothful fervant. But my relief j 
is in my Surety’s righteoufnefs. Blefied be the Lord, , who hath fent his Son to blefs thofe who by nature lie under the curfe, and to intercede for thofe that cannot 1 

fpeak for themfelves. O how fuitable is he to my foul’s 
cafe ! I have indeed a multitude of fins, but he hath a multitude of tender mercies ; I have deep and heinous guilt, but he hath a deep fountain for walking it out ; I 
am fold under fin, but he hath a ranfom to buy me back again ; my fore is broad, but his plailleris anfwerable ; my wound is great, but his balm is excellent. Surely it is my wifdom to go to Chrift with all my grievances, I and always to lie and cry at my Redeemer’s door. 

O that now, when the fun of my life is fitting, the blefled Sun of righteoufnefs may arife and ftiine upon my 
foul ! Goodnefs and mercy hath followed me whi'e I lived ; O that Chrilt and glory may meet me when I die! j I muft acknowledge thy goodnefs ; were this the laft hour I had to live, and this the laft word I had to fpeak 
in the world, 1 behoved to fay, Lord thou haft been a J 
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merciful and gracious God to me ; my whole life hath been a continued tract of mercy ; Lord, crown the end of it with mercy alfo. Surely the fea is not fo full of water, nor the fun fo full of light, as thou art full of 
grace and mercy. O let not my fins flop the current of thy tender mercies at this time. Lord, drown all my 
fins in the fea of Chrilt’s blood, that my foul may not be funk by them in the ocean of divine wrath. Lord Jefus, embrace my perifhing foul in thy arms : let thy 
crofs be my fecurity, and thy wounds my refuge, O thou that heareft the young ravens which cry, be 
not lilent to me at this time, left if thou be filent to me, I be like them to go down to the pit. Lord, I am now called to the work I never did ; give 
me the ftrengtk I never had. Surely it is an important matter to die, and my eternal ftate dependeth upbn dy- 
ing aright. What I do amifs in my life one day, I may amend it in the next: but not fo here, I can die but once : if I mar this piece of work, I cannot come back 
to "send it asrain ; if I forget any thing neceffary for my 

journey, I cannot return to fetch it. Oh, a wrong Hep in going out of this life is highly dangerous. In one refpedl it is like the fin again ft'the Holy Ghoft, and can never be forgiven ; for I cannot come back to mourn for it. Of all the bufinefs I ever undertook, I have molt need to take care of my dying. 
Oh, is death coming to take down this earthly taber- nacle, and to put the one half of me in the dark grave, and the other half of me in heaven or in hell-} and fhall I give fleep to mine eyes, or (lumber to mine eye-lids, till I find myfelf in that cafe, that I dare look death in the face, and dare hazard my foul upon eternity ? O to have right impreffions of the certainty of death, and the uncertainty of life ! What is my life but a va- 

pour, a fand glafs of fixty or feventy years, which will foon run out \ Eternity and a judgment-feat are now 
hard upon me. The blaft of the laft trumpet is at hand. There wdll ftiortly be a proclamation by one (landing in the clouds, that time fhall be no more. The world looks big in men’s eyes in time of health ; but when the eye* 
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firings break, the breath turns cold, and the imprifoned foul looks out at the windows of the clay-houfe, ready to leap out into eternity, can the world give any fatisfac- tion ? No, no; a lamp full of oil will be valued then 
more than a houfe full of gold. The fhiell things on earth will then appear nothing but a piece of painted 
dull, and gilded clay How gladly would the greateft worldling, then, give all his gold and filver, riches and 
honours, for one fight of Chrift’s fair face, one fmile of 
his countenance ? O wherefore ihould men in health negleft the market of grace, and flight the pearl of great 
price ? Why (hould they fpend their money f ir that which is not bread, and their labour for that which fat- 
isfieth not ? Lord, fave me from the hypocrite’s cafe at death, whofe candle of profeffion and of hope burns and blazes fair all the way with him, but goeth out in the dark 
trance of death ; and there he (tumbles and falls, and fhall rife no more. O that my profeffion and hope may 
be of God’s creating ! If God light my candle, then fhall my feet be enlightened through the dark valley, and death nor hell (hall not be able to put it out. 

Lord, fubdue fin in me, and let it be continually dy- ing now, that it may certainly be dead before me. God forbid that my fins (hould furvive me. 
O that, when the ftroke of death diffiolves my body, my foul may efcape as a bird out of the fnare of the fow- ler, and may afeend to the heavenly regions to enjoy God himfelf. 
O let me look through the grates of mortality, and long for the jailor’s coming to fet me at liberty. God help me to overcome the love of life, and fears of death. If my neighbour lend me any thing, I pay it again with 

thanks; and (hall I not reftore my life to God with thanks, who hath been pleafed to lend me it to long ? Arife, and let me depart, for this is not my reft ; heav- en is my home, Lord, bring me to it ; the joys of it are too great to enter into me, O make me fit to enter into 
them. 
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While I lie on a fick bed, Lord, help me to patience 

in my fieknefs without murmuring. How willingly would the damned in hell endure my 
pains a thoufand years, if they had my hopes of being faved at laft ! Bleffed be God, that my licknefs is not 
hell, that my pains are not eternal. O that I may look on my affliftion as coming from the hand of him that is the Lord of health and of ficknefs, of 
life and of death; who killeth and maketh alive, bringeth down to the grave, and raifeth up again ! That fovereign and wife Lord hath determiiud the time when my af- fliclion (hall end, as well as the time when it began.— Thirty-eight years were appointed the fick man at Be- thefda pool ; eighteen years the woman that Satan kept bound ; twelve years to the woman with the bloody if- 
fue ; ten days tribulation to thofe of Smyrna; three days plague to David. The number of the godly man’s tear? is regiftered in God’s book ; yea, the hairs of his head are numbered. When David got his choice of his own chaftifement, 
he chofe rather to be correfted by the hand of God, than 
•by any other means, faying, •* Let me fall into the hands of the Lord, for his mercies are great.” I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didft it. Glbry 
to God, that I am fallen into his merciful hand. Hath God appointed that man’s coming into the world (hall 
be attended with pain and crying, and his going out of it with grief and trouble ; and ihall I quarrel at it ? No, I defire humbly to underly the correttion of mine iniqui- 
ty, and to bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have finned againft him. O that the ficknefs of my body may be a means of health to my foul ! May I be chaf- tened of the Lord, fo that I may not be condemned with s the world ! It is good for the believer that he is afflifted, why ? 
it fprings from divine love, and it works for his foul’s good. Affliction is a feal of his adoption, and no fign of reprobation. The pureft gold is ofteft tried, the fweet- eft grape is hardeft prelfed, and the truelt chriftian is 
hearielt croffed. But O how foon will the chriftian for- 
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get all his groans when he comes to heaven ! As foo* 
as Stephen faw Chrift, though at a diftance, he forgot all his w'ounds and brutfes ; he minded no more the terror of the ftones about his ears, but fweetly yielded his foul into his Redeemer’s hands. I read of many in the gofpel, that by ficknefles and difeafes were driven unto Chrift, who, if they had en- 
joyed health and profperity, would have negleded, like many others, to come to him. O blefled is that crofs, 
that draweth a linner to Chrift, to lay open his own mife- ry, and implore Ghrift’s mercy. And blefled be that Chrift, who never r^fufeth the finner that coraeth to him, 
though driven by affli&ion and miftry. To whom (hall fuch a diftrefled creature as I go, but to him who is the only phyfician, that can both cure my foul frotn fin, and 
my body from ficknefs ? Lord, thi u never deniedfl; thy mercy to any finner that aflted it with a penitent heart. There were many forts 
of fick finners that came to thee in the days of thy flefli ; the blind, the deaf, the lame, the lepers; thofe that were fick of palfies, dropfies, fevers, fluxes, and were poficfied with devils ; and yet never one of them came crying for 
mercy, that went away without his errand, were his fin never fo great, his difeafe never fo grievous. Nay, fo 
merciful is my Kedeemer, that he offered and gave his mercy to many that never aflced it, being moved with 
the bowels of his own compafiion, and the fight of their mifery ; fo dealt he with the woman of Samaria, the widow of Nain, and the man that lay thirty-eight years at the pool of Bethefda. Oh, if he gave his mercy fo willingly to them that did not alk it, and was found of them that fought him not, will he deny mercy to my foul 
that is crying for it ? There is but a ftep betwixt me and death ; Lord, feal 
my pardon to me, before I go hence, and be no more.— O draw nigh to me, and fave me ; for my foul is full of trouble, and my life draweth nigh unto the grave. Thy loving kindnefs is better than life ; Q make me fure of that, and I will wdllingly part with this mortal life. 

O thou who willeft not that any Ihould perifli, but 
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that all Ihould come to repentance ; be pleafed to make 
ufe of the chaftifement of my body, as a medicine to 
cure my foul, and bring me to a true and fincere repen- 
tance. One day is with thee as a thoufand years; O work in me in this, which may be my laft day, whatfo- 
ever thou feeft wanting in me. Enable me to prefent 
unto thee the facrifice of a broken and contrite heart, 
which thou haft promifed not to defpife. Give a true and lively faith in the blefled Jefus, who is the propitia- tion for our fins ! He Was wounded for our tranfgref- 
fions, he was bruifed for our iniquities, the chaftifement of our peace was upon him ; O heal me by his ftripes. 
Let the cry of his blood drown the clamor of my fins. I am indeed a child of wrath, but Chrift is the Son of thy 
love ; O pity me for his fake, and let my foul find fanc- tuary in his wounds. 

O Lord, the waters of affli&ion are come in even up- 
i on my foul; O let the fpirit of God mo e on thefe wa- ters, that, like the pool of Bethefda, they may cure 

whatever fpiritual difeafes thou feed in me. O Lord, ; confider my affiiftion, accept my tears, afluage my pain, t increafe my patience, and finifh my troubles. Correct. 
me with the chaftifement of a father, and not with the ; wounds of an enemy ; and though thou take not off thy 
rod, Lord, take away thine anger. 

Lord, the prince of this world cometh, O let hint 
have nothing in me ; but, as he accufeth, do thou ab- •1 folve. I have frothing to fay for myfelf, but be thou 

j my advocate, Lord ; and do thou anfwer for me. I am J clothed with filthy garments, and Satan {lands at my 
right hand to refift me ; O Lord, rebuke him, and pluck 1 me as a brand out of the fire. Caufe mine iniquities to ! pafe from me, and clothe me with the righteoufnefs of 
thy dear Son. I know, O Lord, that no unclean thing ’ can enter into thy kingdom, and thou feeft I am nothing 
but pollution, yea, my very righteoufnefs is filthy rags ; O wafh me, and make me white in the blood of the Lamb, that I may be fit to (land before thy throne. O take me from the tents of Kedar, to the manfions of 
light and purity. When my earthly houfe of this taber- 
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nacle is diflblved, O let me have a building of God, an 
houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, O bring my foul out of prifon, that I may eternally give 
thanks unto thy name. Amen. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Containing directions to the friends and neighbours o£ 

the fick, who are themfelves in health for the time. 
HEN the Lord fends ficknefs and affliction to 

V V our neighbours, we ought not to be idle and un- concerned fpeCtators of his difpenfations ; but we fhould harken to the voice of God’s rod upon others, and con- 
fider what it is thatfthe Lord is calling for at our hands. 
Thefe following directions may be ufeful to thofe that 
are in health. 
Direct, i. Be very thankful to God for the great mercy 

of -eahh andfrength, and improve it to his glory. 
SURELY an healthful perfon hath ftill great caufe to be a thankful perfon. Health is a mercy that 
doth feafon and fweeten every other temporal mercy ; 
without it the greateft wealth and honours, nay, a king’s crown, can give no fatisfaCtion. It*is far more eligible to be a healthy beggar, than a fickly king. What com- 
fort could it afford us, under tofling ficknefs, and tor- turing pains, to have the greateft heaps of money to look to, or thoufands coming to pay us homage ; alas, for our unthankfulnefs to him who is the God of our health ! 
How little do we prize his goodnefs in continuing with 
us fuch a long traCl of health and ftrength, together with the ufe of our reafon and fenfes, when many others are 
deprived of them. Surely God were righteous, ftiould he teach us to value the worth of thefe mercies by the want of them. 

Let us confider how many miferable perfons there are 
in the world, and who it is that maketh us to differ from 
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] them ; how many difeafed, diftrafted, deformed, lame, j blind, deaf, and dumb people, there are; and how eafy 
I it had b?en for God to have put us in their condition, and I them in ours ! The difference is not owing to any thing in us : their fins are not greater than ours. Had we a 
I due fenfe of our fins and ill defervings, we could acknowl- 
!j edge ourfelves unworthy of the leaft of all God’s mercies; -we would reckon every common mercy a fpecial blefiing, and unmerited favour to us. Again, let us take a view | of the fainting fieknefs, racking pains, and reftlefs nights 
\ of others. Let us look upon our fick friends fweating | and burning under fevers ; let us hear them groaning and moaning under ftrong pain. “ Their foul abhors all ; manner of meat, and they draw near unto the gates of 

* death.” Sometimes we fee them panting and fainting, 
and not able to fpeak a word to us. And what is the 

! language of all this to us ? Is it not, that we fhould thankfully adore our gracious God, and blefs and magni- •j fy him, for his diftinguifhing goodnefs to us ? O how much are we bound to the Lord, that it is not fo with us. as with others ! While wearifome nights are appointed 
i to them, and their bones are full of toffing ; all the com- forts, of this life are taftelefs to them, their friends are 
I weeping about them, but cannot help them : “ It is far I otherwife with me, (may you fay) my mercies and relagjS 
tions are comfortable and helpful to me, I relifh my^? food, my bed gives me cafe, my fleep is refrefiiing : I 
have freedom to read and pray, meditate and attend the ■ public ordinances. Praife the Lord, O my foul ; and 5»ll that is within me, blefs his holy name. Fo'i^et not 
ibis benefit of health, that is the chief of all my outward 
pleflings. Some would part with all their worldly wealth, to have fo much bodily health as I have. Long have I undervalued and abufed this choice mercy of : health ; O that I could mourn for my negleft, and re- ■ Tolve in God’s ftrength to improve my remaining health. Tor the praife and fervice of that merciful God who is the author and preferver of it ! let me fpend, and be fpent or God, that gives me all my health and ftrength for his 

{{lory. Let me abhor the ingratitude of thofc who em- 
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ploy the health which God giveth, -in the fervice of his j 
enemies; and make a facrifice of it to the devil, the world, and the flefli. O what prodigious folly are thefe guilty of, who, for fatisfying their fenfual appetite, do * 
often deprive themfelves of health, which is in itfelf a 
thoufand times of more value than all their brutifh pleaf-> ures ; God help me to prize this mercy, that can never 
be prized enough.” 
Direct, it. Male covfcience of vifitingyourpck frienJt 

end neighbours, believing that it is your duty and interejl fo to do. 
VISITING of the fick is not only the duty of the mir.iflers of Chrift, but'likewife of all the members of Chrift ; for we are all enjoined to remember them that I are in adverftty, and to fympathize with the affli&ed, as I being ourfelves alfo in the body. “ To him that is af- ■' 
(lifted, pity fhould be (hewn by his friends,” faith Job. .And our Lord gives it as a charafter of thofe whom he will own and acquit at the great day, Matt. xxv. 36. ! 

” I was fick, and ye vifited me.” This is the way to be : like him, who is the Father of mercies, and whofe foul T was grieved for the miferies of Ifrael, Judges x. 16.— 
We read how tenderly David fympathifed with his e^e- ' ' " snies when they were lick, Pfal. xxxv. 13, 14. and much It / 
more ought we to vifit and fympathize with our fick r. 
friends To vifit the profperous, and healthy, is an aft H/ 
of courtefy and civility; but to vifit the afflifted and .j J 
fickly^jB an aft of charity and chriftianity. And as it is your duty, fo it is your intereft and ad-4 In vantage to vifit the fick. The wife man tells you, Lcclef. fj t vii. 2. “It is better to go to the houfe of mourning, ii'p 
rhan to the houfe of feafting.” King Joafh went to- fee | i 
Eliftia in his ficknefs, and wept over him ; and he loft | jfT nothing by fo doing, 2 Kings xiii 44. for he obtained J . 
’.hereby three famous viftories over the Syrians. Tho' |. it be not warrantable to inquire at the dead, Deut. xviii. 4, 
11. yet we may learn many wholefome leffons from the *t dying, and even though they be fpeechlefs. As for in-Jj 
ftance, we may hereby be inftrufted how to prize health,,* 
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I mind our own frailty, and provide for the time of fick- 

nefs. When we behold their ftrength languifhing, their tongues faultering; their eyes failing, their countenance 
pale ; we Ihould think with ourfelves, “ This will be my 
cafe ere long ; the next arrow that death fhoots, may be levelled at me ; how much is it my concern to prepare 
for it !” Alfo we may think, what a bitter thing fin is, ' that is the caufe of all thefe pains and diftrefies, and how mad they are who love fin and take pleafure in it. We may fee'likewife, the great folly of courting and trufting 
the world, which leaves the fick and dying man in the time of the greatcft extremity. And we may obferve, how happy the man is, that hath an intereft in Chrift, 
the peace of a good confcience, and a well grounded hope of heaven ; to yield fupport and confidence to him under his ftrugglings with ficknefs and death. When we hear the dying man’s complaints of his fins, and his la- menting his negleft of duty, and mifpending of precious 
time, we may learn repentance and reformation. When we obferre their profeffions of love to Chrift, and their hope in him to the laft, it dbth contribute to the quick- ening and ftrengthening of our faith. A right fight of dying perfons, is a good mean to increafe the fpirit of 
grace and fupplication in us. We may fitly allude here to the anfvver which Elijah gave to Eliiha, when he fought a double portion of his fpirit, 2 Kings ii. to. “ If thou feeft me when I am taken from thee, it fhall be fo unto thee.” A double portion of the fpirit lhall be 
the allowance of thefe who make confcience of this duty. 
Direct, hi. Let the friends of the fick, and thofe who 

||, vijit them, deal faithfully with them about their fouls. 
ONSIDER, this may be the laft opportunity you may have of doing any thing for your friend’s foul. If he die, he is fixed in his everlafting ftate, fo that all 

advices and counfels then will be fruitlefs. It is now, er iiever, you muft exert yourfelf for your friend’s advan- tage ; there is no knowledge nor wifdom in the grave, to which he is going, “ God’s loving kindnefs cannot be 
declared in the grave, nor his faithfulnefs in deftruftion,” 

S 2 



210 Afflicted Man's Companion. 
Pfal. Ixxxviii. II. Now is the proper time for doinj good to your neighbour’s foul. When affii&ion opens ; 
the ear to difeipline, be carefu • to drop in wholefome' inftt udlions into it; and when t'ie heart is made tender j 
by ficknefs, it is a fit feafon for good counfel to make ; 

impreffions on it Let the opportunity then be impro-^ red with faithfulnefs and prudence. And, in orderi 
thereto, obfervethe following advices. I. Labour to know the lick man’s fpiritual condition,,;, 
that your applications may be fuitable thereunto. The * knowledge of the difeafe is previoufly requifite unto the 
cure : as the miftake of a phyfician about a man’s dif-J 
cafe, may be as dangerous as the difeafe itfelf ; fo here ! it is highly dangerous to miftake the cafe of the Tick f man’s foul; for then lenitives may be applied, when ; 

corrofiv|S are needful; promifes may be adminiftered, j wheiftKkiatnings are more proper. 
II. Beware of flattering the fick with vaia hopes of\ 

life, when he is more likely to die ; left he be thereby 
tempted to delay or flacken his preparation for another world. It is fit that plainnefs be ufed with refpedt to jhrs danger, that he may be quickened to his work. III. The fick perfon is to be admonifhed and told, 
that ficknefs comes not by chance, nor by fecond eaufe* merely ; but by the wife direction and fpecial providence 
of God : that fometimes God imites, out of difpleafure for fin, and for the finner’s corre&ion and amendment ; 
and fometimes for the trial and exercife of his people’s graces ; that the fharpeft afflictions fhall work together for good to them that love God, and are rightly exer- 
cifed under God’s hand : that it is a great mercy to a finner, when God by his rod gives him warning and 
fpace to repent, and flee to the blood of fprinklirtg, and 
to cry to God for pardon ; and doth not fnatch him out i 
of the world by a fudden death. Upon which account , the voice of the rod fhould be carefully harkened to, and > thankfully obeyed. 

IV. If the fick perfon be ignorant, he is to be cate-j 
chifed and inftnnfted in the principles of religion, efpe-| 
dally concerning his faith and repentance, and his up-1 
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taking of the covenant of garce, and the method of par- 
don and falvation through the righteoufnefs of Chrift apprehended by faith. And it may be proper to demand 
his affent to fome of the fundamental truths of chriftian- 
ty, or his anfwer to fuch queftions as thefe : i ft, Do you believe ?h God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, 
one God in three perfons, the maker and governor of the world ? idly. Do you believe that Jefus Chrift, who af- fumed our nature, obeyed the law, died on the crofs, rofe from the dead, and affeended to heaven, is the eter- 
nal Son of God, and the only Saviour of finners ? Are you fenfible that you are a loft finner by Adam’s fall, and, befides that, guilty of innumerable aftual fins ; and that you have broken God’s holy commandments in 
thoughts, words, and deeds, and for fo doing, do deferve God's wrath both in this life and that which is to»come ? ifthly. Are you truly grieved and forry for breaking 
God’s law, neglefting his worlhip, mifpending yotir time, and purfuing the vanities of the world ? And would yoado as you have done, or live otherwife, if you were to begin your life again ? ^thly. How do you think 
to get your gujlt removed, your fins pardoned, and your peace made up with God ? Are you defirous from your heart to be reconciled to God through Jefus Chrift, the blcfted peace maker ? 6thly, Do you heartily approve of the gofpel method of reconciliation, by the righteoufnef* and facrifice offered up by the Lord Jefus Chrift as your 
furety, in your name and Head ? And is your foul defir- ous to choofe and accept of Chrift for your mediator and Saviour, in all his offices, of prophet, prieft, and king ? 
Ithly, Do you renounce all confidence in any other, all 
dependence on your own duties and righteoufnefs, and put your whole truft and confidence in Chrift, and the merits of his blood, faying, “ Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none on earth that I defire befides thee.” Do you believe that there is no falvation in any other; and that there is no name under heaven whereby you can be faved, but Jefus Chrift only ? Stbly, Do you defire to be wholly renewed and fan&ified by virtue of 
Chrift’s blood, and to (hew forth the reality of your faith 
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by good works and a holy life for the time you have to live in the world ? And, as an evidence thereof, are you willing to reftore what you have taken wrongfully from ! 

any, and to forgive all wrongs done to you by any, and to call out all malice or hatred you have borne to any, 
and afk forgivenefs of any you have injured ? tyhly. Do 
you believe that Chrift is coming at the la(t day to judge all the world, both the quick and the dead, whom he fhall then raife from the grave, and that your dead body 
fhall rife with the reft ? lothly. Do you believe the im- 
mortality of the foul, and its living in a feparate ftate af- ter death, and that the fouls of believers do immediately pafs into glory, where they fhall be ever with the Lord ? V. In dealing with the fick you are to feparate be- 
twixt the precious and the vile, and make a difference betwixt the converted and the unconverted. And feeing 
different applications are requifite, you are, according to your knowledge, to ftudy to fuit your counfels, admo- nitions and prayers, to their ftate and condition ; not ufing the fame words to the ungodly as you ufe to the 
godly, left you flatter them with ill-grounded hopes that I their ftate is fafe, while they are ftrangers to a work of regeneration. That great truth is to be declared to all, 
that “ unlefs a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God.” O it is dangerous to fpeak peace, 
where God fpeaks war. VI. If the fick perfon feem to be fecure, or have not 
a due fenfe of his fins, endeavours muft be ufed to con- vince him of the guilt, pollution, and danger of them, in order to his humiliation. Prcfumptuous finners are not 
to be flattered, left we betray their fouls into eternal ru- in, and fo their blood be required at our hand. No fond love, no flaviflr fear, muft keep us from telling them the hazard of their prefent ftate. The fecure confcience 
muft be awakened to fee the demerit of fin, and the ter- riblenel’s of the juftice of a fin-revenging God, before whom no Chriftlefs impenitent finner can ftand : this is neceffary in order to a finner’s difeovering his loft cafe in himfelf, and his fleeing to Chrift for refuge. It is God’s 
method, firil to caft down the foul before he lift it up ; 
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to plow the heart by convi6Uon, before he call in the 
feed of confolation. VII. If the fick perfon hath ftudied to walk upright- 
ly, but is at prefent difcouaraged upon account of the 
tharpnefs of the rod, Satan’s temptations, the guilt of fm, fear of death, or the like ; then fuitable counfels, refolu- 
tions, and comforts, are to be tendered, in order to his 
fettlement and fupport. Particularly he may be told, i that lharp rods are no wife inconfiftent with divine love ; 
nay, frequently, they are a fign of it: for as Handing waters turn corrupt, becaufe they have no current; and rhefe who are not poured from veffel to veffel, their tafte 
remains and their feent is not changed ; therefore, God, in order to lake away the feent of the corrupt nature from us, is pleafed to change us from Hate to Hate, by 
croffes and licknefs, to falvation. And as Noah’s Ark, 
the higher it was tofled with the flood, the nearer it 
mounted towards heaven ; fo the fan&ified foul, the more it is exercifed with affli&ion, the nearer it is lifted towards God. Again, it is proper to fet before him the freenefs and fulnefs of God’s grace, the fufficiency of righteouf- nefs in Cfrrift, and his rich and gracious offers in the gof- pel, by which we are affured, that all who repent and be- 
lieve with all their heart in God’s mercy through Chrift, renouncing their own righteoufnefs, Ihall not perifh in their fins, but have life and falvation in him ; and that 
believers in Chrift: are affured of vi&ory over Satan, death, and all their enemies, becaufe Clirift their head hath by his crofs conquered the devil, unftinged death, triumphed 
over the grave, and obtained vidlory for all his members. So that neither life nor death, principalities nor powers, Ihall be able to feparate them from God’s love in Chrift. VIII. If a flek man be fo tempted and troubled in 
confcience, that he is in hazard of defpaiting of God s mer#y ; it i.; negeffary to inform him of the greatnefs and 
infinitenefs of God’s mercy ; that the moft notorious finners have been pardoned and faved by it, and it is flill offered in the gofpel to the vileft of finners. Though God forefaw all the fins which the world would commit, 
yet thefc did not hinder him from loving the world fo, 
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that he gave his only begotten Stm to death, to fave as many as would believe and repent; fo that the fins of one man can never hinder God from loving his foul, and for- 
giving his fins, when he fincerely delires to repent and 
believe. The cry of the molt grievous fins that are re- corded (fuch as thofe of Sodom) could never reach high- er than unto heaven, Gen. xix. 13. But David affures us, Pfal. cviii. 4. that the mercy of God. is great, and 
reaches higher than the heavens, fo that it overtoppeth 
the greateft of all our fins. If the mercy of God be greater than all his works, it mult furely be greater than all our fins. Again, lay before him the infinite virtue of- 
Chrilt’s blood : why ? it is not the blood of a mere man, but the blood of God, Afts xx. 28. And are there any fins fo great, or guilt fo henious, but the blood of God can \yafh away ? This was godly Cranmer’s fupport that 
day he fuffered martyrdom, when his fin of renouncing the Proteftant doctrine flared him in the face : “ Surely 
(faidhe) God was made flefh, and ihed his blood, not for lefler fins only, but for greater fins alfo.” He was 
fadly difcouraged, and wept abundantly, till he eyed this meritorious blood; and then he took heart and died with courage. O this price was fo great, that it could 
have merited pardon for the fins of all the devils in hell, 
as well as of all the men on earth, though every one of them had been red as crimfon. Yea, the leaft drop of 
this blood is of more merit to procure the mercy of God for our falvatron, than all our fins can be of force to pro- 
voke the wrath of God for our damnation ; why, the 
greateft of our fins are but the fins of a man, but the leaft drop of Chrift’s blood is the blood of God. 

Moreover, Let him be put in mind of the willingnefs and readinefs of our Redeemer to receive all finners that 
came to him in the days of his flelh, through driven to him by ficknefs and afflidlion ; fo that he never put any of them away without their errand, that came crying for 
mercy. Nay, he many times fought out objefts for his mercy, that were not thinking of coming to him, as fhewed before. Obferve the gentlenefs of our Lord's 
carriage to Judas himfelf, in calling him Friend, after h:* 
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moft treacherous dealing, Matt. xxvi. 50. “ Friend, (faidhe) wherefore art thou come?” Had wretched Judas laid hold on the word Friend, out of the mouth 
of Chrift, as Benhadad did the word Brother from the mouth of Ahab ; doubtlefs Judas Ihould have found the 
God of Ifrael more merciful than Benhadad found the king of Ifra^l. 

Lajtly, Let him confider, that to defpair of God’s 
mercy, calls the greatcll dilhonour upon the divine Majef- 
ty, and is a fin more henious than all the fins whish we have before committed : why, it doth charge the great 
God as guilty of perjury, who hath folemnly fworii, that he defires not the death of a.finner, but rather that 
he (hould repent and live, Ezek. xxxiii- 11. God was more difpleafed with Cain for defpairing of his mercy, than for murdering his brother ; and with Judas for 
hanging himfelf, than for betraying his Mailer : why, 
becaufe that by their defpair they would make the fins of mortal men greater than the infinite mercy of the eternal 
.God. 
"Direct. IV. Be earnej} in prayer to God for your friendj 

whenJick er dying. Pray with them and for them. 
FREQUENTLY fick perfons are fodifqnieted with pain and trouble, that they are out of cafe to pray ■for themfelves, and therefore they have the more need of the prayers of others. David failed and prayed for his 
enemies when they were fick, Pfal. xxx. 13. much more ought we to,pray for our friends in that cafe. Never did they need our prayers fo much, as when they are called to 1 enter upon an unchangeable condition, to go to their long home, even that place wherein they mult abide for- 

1 ever Now they are in the land of prayer, and it is now or never that you mult pray and beg mercy for them.~ 
When their life is gone, they go from the land of prayer, 
and are fixed in that place whence they lhall never re- move : then all your prayers and cries for them will be 
in vain. If your friend be a llranger to Chrilt, he is oh the brink of hell, and knows it not ; and will you not cry to God to open his eyes, and fave him from falling 
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into that devouring pit, out of which there is no redemp- tion ? You would be willing to fit up a whole night for 
the relief of his body, and will you not fpend a part of a 
night for the good of his foul, that is a thoufand times 
more valuable ? Now the qiieftion is, whether this pre- cious foul (hall be Ghrirt’s or the devil’s for ever ? And 
when will you wreftle foi* your friend, if you do it not now ? If the fick perfori be a child of God, you may pray 
with him with the more comfort, and ertpeftation to be 
heard. You may, in that cafe, fend the fame mefiage 
by prayer to Chrifi, that the filler of fick Lazarus did, John, xi. 3. “ Lord, behold, he whom thou loved is 
fick.5’ ^ord pity hijn* comfort him, abate his didem- per, and relieve him from it if it be thy will ; if not, 
grant him thy gracious prefence and fafe conduct thro* the Jordan of death, and a happy landing in the Canaan 
of glory. We are told, that the prayers of the righteous, in 
fuch tafes, doth avail much, James v. 16. And this 
to encourage us to pray one for another. Whatever be the fick perfon’s condition, fuch confeflions and petitions 
as thefe following may be made ufc in prayer for him. 

PETITIONS FOR THE SICK. 
LORD, thou fird breathedd into man the breath of life ; and when thou taked away that breath, he 
dies, and returns again to his dud. May we be duly fenfible of our dependence an thee for all that we enjoy. ; 
We acknowledge, that our great abufe of the many days of health and welfare thou afforded us, doth judly de- 
ferve the vifitation of ficknefs and difeafes. Wo’s us, | 
we lie under a burden of fin, both original and adlual ; we are all children of wrath by nature, aad under the j 
curfe of a broken law ; and all other miferies temporal ! and fpiritual, didempers, pains, death, and hell itfelf, are ; the iffues thereof. Be merciful to the fick perfon under j thy hand } difcover to him his fins, and the caufe why « thou contended with him. Make him fee that he is lod I 
in himfclf, and wholly unable to fatisfy the demands of® 
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offended juftice ; and do thou reveal Chrift to his foul 
for righteoufnefs and life. O gire him thy holy Spirit to create and ftrengthen faith, that he may lay hold on 
•Chrift as offered in the gofpel ; work in him the grace 
of true repentance. Enable him to fearch his heart, and try his ways, fo as he may difcover-every accurfed 
thing, every Achan in the camp, that hath provoked the 
Lord againft him. When thou putteft him in the fur- mace, be pleafed to ftand by it, and overfee the mettff 
while it is melting in it. Try him as filver is tried, and diring him out purified, and let him loofe nothing in the 
furnace but his drofs. Remove his fins from thy pref- 
•ence as far as eaft is from the weft, that they may never trouble his confcicnce, nor rife in judgment againft his 
foul. However bitter the cup may be, let it be medici- 
nal to cure all the difeafes of his foul. O that thefe af- ih&ions, which are but for a moment, may work for him 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, thro1 

Jefus Chrift the purchafer. Look down from heaven, the habitation of thy holi- 
nefs, behold his afBidiion and his pain, and forgive all his fin. Shew fuch pity to him as a fatherdoth to his child, 
and lay no more upon him, than he is able to bear.—■ Lord, give patience and ftrength anfwerable to the bur- 
=den of trouble thou haft laid on him. In time of his weaknefs, uphold him by thy ftrength. Relieve his 
wants out of thy infinite fulnefs. Lord, thou knovveft 
his frame, and remembereft that he is duft ; fave him I ffrom extremity of trouble ; either abate his pain, or in- 1 creafe his patience to endure what thou meafureft out tor i him. Give him the evidences of all the graces of thy 5 Spirit. Arm and defend him againft: all the fuggeftions 

/and temptations of Satan. Take his heart wholly off 
the world, and fct his affedtions on things above. Lord, make ufe of this chaftifement of his body as a medicine to cure his foul, by drawing his foul, that is fick of fin, ^to thyfelf. O enable hifu in a penitent believing man- ner to c«*fne by repentance to Chrift: his foul-phyfician, to 

[ "get it healed of all its maladies. San&ify his ficknefs, , -and let the fruit of it bcio purge away his fin. 
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1/God fhall be pleafed to add to his days, bid's ai! means of his recovery. Remove the difeafe ; renew his ilrength both outward and inward; heal his foul as well |!‘ 

as his body. And enable him to walk tenderly before ; God, and carefully to remember and perform fuch vows , • and promifes of obedience as men are apt to make in , t 
time of ficknefs. 

If God hath determined to finifh his days by the pref-1- en£ vifitation ; let him find fuch evidence of the pardon _j i of his fins, of his intereft in Chrift, and eternal life, as I 
may caufe his inward man to be renewed, while his out- !1 
ward man decayeth ; that he may meet death without ^ 
fear, call himfelf wholly on Chrift without doubting, i and defire to be difiblved, that he may for ever be with j 
Jefus Chrift. Lord, make his laft works better than his firft, and the day of his.death better than the day of ! 1 

his birth. Make his laft words his bell words, his laft 1 : ■thoughts his beft thoughts, and his laft hour his bell : “ 
hour.. O let him die the death of the righteous, and let '] 
his laft end b£ like ‘his. Let the eyes of his foul be ; 
opened to fee his fins and his Saviour, before the eyes of ^ f his body be -fliut by death. Take away the fling of ; ; 

death, the guilt of fin, that he may walk through the | 
valley of the lhadow of death, and fear no evil. Open 1 
thou his lips, that his mouth may fttew forth thy praife, 1 

before he go to the place of filence. And when his j ftrength doth fail, and his tongue is not able to utter j: 
words, let the blood of Chrift fpeak for him in heaven J d 
and let thy holy Spirit within him makerequefts for him j! 
with fighs and groans that cannot be uttered. When j the fight of his eyes doth fail him, let the eyes of his : faith be ftrengthened, that his foul (with Stephen at his ■! death) may behold Jefus Chrift in heaven ready to re- J 
ceive him. Lord, Hand by him in his laft conflift with his enemies, Satan and death, that'he may overcome I 
both, and be more than n conqueror through Chrift | 
that hath loved him. Into thy hands we commend his ■fpirit. 

Lord, teach us who do furvive, by this and other like | dSaily fpeftacles of our mortality, to fee how frail and un- ^ 
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certain our condition is, and fo to number our days, that 
we may ferioufly apply our hearts to' heavenly wifdom, through Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

Direct, v. Be careful to furnijh your friends with fuit- alle company, and fpiritual converfe, when they are fch 
or dying. 

AS worldly company and converfe are great hindran- ces, fo fpiiimal company and converfe ar^ fpeeial helps to the fick and dying. Now, that the friends of 
the fick may prevent the one, and provide the other, let 
the following advices be remembered. \Jl, Mind your friends timeoufly to make their wills, 
and difpatch the fettlement of’their worldly affairs, that fo they may not be difturbed at the laft, nor any wife 
diverted from their main work, by thoughts or difcour- 

i fes about the world. A mind abftra&ed from the world is a moft fuitable difpofition for a dying man. You ■ cannot carry the things of this world with you when you go hence ; and it is not lit you Ihould carry the thought* 
1 of them. 
| 2(//y. Keep carnal company from them as much as Ipoffible, and all thefe that would divert them by idle or | worldly difcourfe. It is both impertinent and cruel, to' 
|throw in fuch impedi nents in the way of thofe that are |going fpcedily to their'endlefs ftate. | fflly. Do what you can to get faithful minifters and 
Igodly- Chriftians to be much about them, who are fit to 
LiiillruS and counfel them about their foul’s matters, and j alfo to pray with them andforthem. 
ill /\.thly. Be often minding yourYick friends of their chief |ly/ork, and thofe things which belong unto their peace. 
I Whatever be their ftate, whether gracious or gracclefs, 
}.it is proper to be minding them, i. Of the vanity and 
Ijiemptinefs of the world, that can neither give eafe to the body, nor comfort to the foul, when either of them is in ■trouble. 2. Of the fiafulnefe offin, which is the fpring pf all diftafes and miferies whatever. 3. Of the pre- 

jcioufncfs and ufefulnefs of Chrift to a finner in all cafes, 
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and especially at a dying hour. 4. Of the inexprtfliblei !t! 

felicity of believers in Chriil after death, &c. Lajlly, If you think yourfelves not .able to inllruft opJi rj 
advife your lick friends as they Hand in need, then' read! P 
feme good book to them, that may be fuitable to thal [ 
ooudition of their fouls ; and if you have net a fitter at 11 
hand, read fotne chapters or dire&ions of this book to i <’ 
them, as you-may fee mod proper for them. But above! ; 
all books, read to the lick the holy feriptures, particular t chapters and Pfa’ms there, fuch as the three lad chapters'’ ; 

of Gen. the lad chapter of Deuteronomy, the 17th chap- , 
ter of the id book of Kings, and 2d chapter of the 2d \ 
book of Kings, the 14th and 19th chapters of Job, the | 
Pfalms of David; and paiticularly the 6th, the 23d, | 25th, 30th, 38th,4id, 421!, 49th, jid, yid, 73d, 77th, 88th, 89th, 90th, 103d, 116th, 118th, ijcth, t42d, ; 
143d, and ftveral other Pialms—the 12th chapter of | 1 

EccleCaftes ; the 38th, 53d, 54th, and 55th Ifaiah ; the d three lad chapters cf Luke; the 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, i 
and acth chapters of John ; the 18th chapter of the | 1 

Romans ; the 15th chapter cf the id Cor. the 5th of j 
the 2d Cor. tjie 4th of id ThefT. the nth and 12th of p Pieb. the three lad chapters of the Revelation, and the 1 ; 

like. 
DfRECT. vi. Be lili’W’fe fuitably concerned for the lodict , ( cf your friends, when they are fich. 
IF you would evidence a fuitable concern for them, j then you mud deal ten^eily and comp; ffionately with : ! 

them in their llcksefs, bear with theirimpatier.ee and ! 1 

fretting, weary not cf them, nor grudge at the trouble.® 
they put you to ; for fhortly you yourfelves may be in I1 

the like cafe, when you (hall be as great a trouble to cth» 
ers, as your friends are now to you. Again, it is neccfiary to employ phyGcian?, and ufej 
the bed means for the recovery of your friend’s health.' 
The means indeed mud not be traded to indead of Gcd*' but ufed in fubfervicncy to him, who hath appointed them, and can only give fuccefs to them. We mud be- 
ware of Adi’s fin, that fought to the phyficiaus, and not 
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to the Lord. Let us neither take food nor phyfic with- 
out p - yer to God for his blefling thereupon. 
Direct, vii. When thefichnefs of your relations or neigh- 

bours doth IJfue in death, Jludy a Chrijlian andfuitable behaviour under fuih a difpenfation. 
WHEN a parent loofeth a promifing child, or a child loofeth a loving parent, or when death de- 
prives us of any near relation, it is a fpeaking and trying 
providence ; and we have much need of grace and coun- fel from God to carry a right under it. Let us obferve 
thefe advices. I. It is neceflary in fueh a cafe, that we have a ten- der fenfe and feeling of God’s affli&ing hand. There 
are two extremes which we mull equally avoid, vix. to 
make light of the death of relations ; and to be exceffive- 
ly grieved on that account. God will have us neither to defpife his rod, nor to faint under it, Heb. xii. 5. God is difpleafed with thofe that are ftupid and inlenlible un- der fuch affli&ions. Why ? They defpife his rod, and 
make light of his correddions. Hence he complains of ; thefe, l^r. v. 3. “ I have fmitten them, but they have 
not grieved” God will have us to feel his hand, to inquire into the meaning of the rod, and fearch for thefe fins that have provoked God to fmite us. It is a fign of a naughty, felfilh, and unchriftian fpirit, to be uncon- 
cerned for the death of friends ; and it is much more fo jin children, who have a fecret fatisfadlion in the death 

-of parents, becaufe of the worldly riches or liberty which □ they get thereby. God ufeth to follow this wicked ij temper with his heavy judgments even in this life. .'1 II. Confider, that God is calling you, by the death 
I of others, to keep up lively and lading impreffions of 
i death and eternity upon your fpirits. God knoweth rhow advantageous it would be for men fo to do ; and 

therefore he fets frequent fpeflacles of mortality before I,their eyes for this end. But fuch is the corruption and i earthlinefs of our minds, that we foon forget the thoughts 
* of death. When we fee our friends in the pangs of death, or laid in the grave, it ftrikes us with feme fear 
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and concern, to think, that one day this will be our ewiv 
cafe ; but no fooner is the dead interred, and the grave 
filled up again, than ail thefe ferious thought* begin to vanilh, and men return to their lins and pleafurts as be-f 
fore. Ah, what folly is this ! Should not men always 
keep alive the ferious thoughts of death and a future ftate ? Are we not always alike mortal ? Are we not as 
liable to death’s aireit at other times, as when examples are before our eyes ? III. When God takes away ycur children or relations', 
let it draw your hearts and affe&ions more towards God 
and things above. As when a fhepherd taketh up in his 
arms a lamb of the fleck, the ewe fclloweth him of her own accord, and will not leave him ; fo when the great 
Ihephard of the fheep taketh a child or friend from you, 

'it fliould cauGe you to follow after him, and defire to be 
with hitti. But one may fay, that is not the cafe with 
me ; I fear the wolf hath got the ftraying flieep, and de- voured it. Then even that fufpicion Ihould make you 
run to the good fhepherd, abide with him, and keep clofe by the footileps of the flock, and beware of ftray- iug in thefe paths wherein deftroyers go. When God taketh from you thefe relations whom you dearly loved, 
he calls you to take your love off the fading creature, 
and fet it on the eternal Creator ; when the weak branch is lopt off, then c!afp-to the body of the tree, which will not fail you. 

IV. Jn fuch trials, ftudy a humble and patient fub- miffion to the will of God, who in his fovereign wifdom 
and pleafure hath taken your child or friend frem you. Remember who hath done it, even he, who gave all men 
their lives, and hath the abfolute power and right to dif- 
pofe of men’s lives as he thinks beft. If your fellow- creature do any thing that difpleafeth you, you may both 
afle who did it, and why he did fo ? But when God doth any thing to you, you muff remember he is the Potter, and you are the clay ; and that he may make or 
mar his clay veffels, yea, break them in pieces at his 
pleafura ; and “ there is none can ftay his hand, or fay to kirn, what deft thou ? be ftillj and know that I an> 
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God,” Pfal. xlvi. io. The mailer of a family gathers at 
his pleafure the flowers and fruits of his garden ; fome- times he cuts off the buds, fometimes he fulfers them to bloflbm ; fometimes he gathers the green fruit, fome- 
times he flays till they be ripe, and every body thinks he 
may do with his own what he pleafeth ; and (hall not the almighty God have liberty much more to difpofe of all' 
that grows in his own territories at his pleafure ? The mailer of the family hath not created the trees and plants of his garden, but God hath, made and fafhioned all the children of men with his almighty hand; 

It is the fenfe of this fovereign right and d minion of God over his creatures, that hath made his people to be filent under the greateft lofles- Hence Aaron when he loft his two fons by a fudden and extraordinary ftroke, it is faid of him, Lev. x. 3. “ And Aaron held his peace.” 
He opened not his mouth, becaufe it was a fovereign God that did it. So holy Job, when he loft all his chil- dren by one blow, patiently fubmits to this abfohAe 
Lord, Job i. 2 f. “ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; bleffed be the name of the Lord.” Job 
knew that God's relation to them was far nearer than his, and his right to difpofe of them was indifputable  
It was a holy and excellent fpeech of that honourable perfon, Lord Dupleffi's, at the death 6f his only fon ; 

I could not have borne this from a man, but I can from God.” V. Guard againft immoderate grief and excefiive fur- row for the death of children or near relations ; for this is 
finful andoffenfivc to God: Now, grief is fmful and im- moderate, when it makes you grudge at God's difpenfa- tion, murmur at his will, turn unthankful to him for the 
mercies you enjoy, overlook all bypaft favours, and la- ment a temporal more than a fpiritual lofs. Alas ! th • : are many who can bewail a dead friend far more than a dead heart, and the lofs of a child more than the lofs of 
God’s countenance. Now, for preventing this excelfive forrow, confider theft things. i/?. If you be Chriftlefs and impenitent, you have rea- 
foa to blefs God that the ftroke was not at your own life. 
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for then you had been eternally miferable, and without hope. What is the temporal lofs of a child, to the eter- 
nal 1 fs of thine own foul ? O it is far better to be child- 
lefs and friendlefs on earth, than to be hopelefs and 
remedilefs in hell. 

idly Confider how little ground you have to complain of any lofs or ftroke you meet with os earth, i. If you 
eye God’s fovereignty and power over you, yoij, have 
caufe to be thankful that he hath not annihilated you and your relations both long ere now, feeing he hath as full a dominion to reduce you to nothing, as to bring 
you from nothing. Though God fhould dalh us againft 
the walls as a potter doth his veffel, no man could have reafon to fay, What doft thou ? or why doft thou ufe 
me fo ? Jer. xvii 6. “ Q houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do with you this potter ? faith the Lord.” Nay, he 
hath a greater right to deal fo with us, than a potter with his veflel, for God hath contributed all to his crea- 
ture that it hath; but the potter never made the clay 
which is the fubftance of the veficl, nor the water .that is 
needful to make it tra&able. All that the potter doth, is only to mould the clay into fuch a fhape ; befides the 
potter’s body is no better than the* clay he makes his 
vcifel ofnay, perhaps that very clay might once have been fome part of the body-of a man as good as the pot- 
ter himfelf. Now, lhall the potter have fuch abfolute 
power over that which is fo near alike to him ; and fhall 
not God have it over that which is infinitely diftant from him ? That word, Dan. iv. 34, 35. “The Moft High- 
doth according to his will,” is enough to filence the 
murmurings 'of all men under ftrokes and Ioffes. 2. If you eye the hand of God, as moft juft and right- 
eous in what you have met with, you have no good 
g(«,und to complain. “ Have you not procured all this 
toyourfelf ?” Is not God moft juft in all that hath come 
upon you ? Nay, if you confider your fins, and God’s- 
abfolute dominion over you, you muft own he might have dealt with you in a fmarter way than he hath done; tnftead of oh affliction, you might have had a thoufand. 

3. Look to the mercy that is mixed with the rod.— 
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It is a wonder that this great Sovereign, who is fo pro- 
voked by us, ihould allow us any mercy at all, and yet we receive innumerable benefits from him. Whatever be our atHi&ions, furely they are farlefs than our iniquities 
deferve. Hath he call your child into the grave ? he might juftiy have thrown your foul into hell. It is of the 
Lord’s mercies you are not confumed. Why (hould a living man complain ? a man out of a grave, and out of 
hell too, hath furely no reafon. 4. If you compare your affli&ion with the trials of other’s of God’s people, yea, and thefe faints who have- been mod eminent, you have no reafon to grudge at your lofj. You have one child dead, but Aaron (who is 
called the faint of the Lord, Pfah cvi. 16) had two at a 
ftroke ; nay, Job, whom God commends above all the faints in his day, had all his children llain by one blow, 
and both thefe eminent faints had their Ioffes by an im- 
mediate and extraordinary ftroke from God. Some godly parents have feen their children live to prove fcan- 
dals to religion, and a grief of mind to themfelves, and 
would have thought it a mercy if God had taken them away when young. Say not then, there is no forrow 
like your forrow ; for the cup which many others have drunk, hath had more bitter ingredients in it than yours. 3r//y, Confider that exceffive grief cannot better your 
cafe, it may well make it worfe. If you ftruggle and 
contend under God’s hand, you a& a foolilh part ; as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke, that by his ftrug- gling galls his neck, and makes the yoke the more unea- 
fy : or like a bird fluttering in a net, that, inftead of freeing, doth the more entang'e itfelf. Thus by immod- erate forrow and fretting under the ftroke, you fm the 
more againft God, and make your burden the more heavy. 

\tbly. Remember‘the tranfaftions of thy foul with God in the day thou enteredft into covenant with him. 
When thou favveft thyfelf on the brink of hell, and a burden of fin prefiing thee down, and no hope for thee but in Chrill ; then your cry was, “none but Chrift : 
take children, relations, riches, and all things in the 
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world from me, and give me Chrift. I give up myfelf; 
and all I have, to be difpofed at thy pleafure ; thy will. Lord, {hall be my will,” &c. Now, God. is taking tliee 
at thy Word, and trying thy fincerity in what thou faidfl and profeffedft to him fo folemnly. He hath difpofed of 
thy dear relation as pleafed him : O believer doft thou rue the bargain ? wouldll thou take thy word again ? 
where is thy covenanted fubmifliun to the will of God, and thy promifed contentment with all his difpofals? Sthly, Doft thou not believe that a covenanted God 
is better to thee than all the friends in the world ? cannot 
God foon make up the greateft lofs to thee, if thou turn to him by prayer, and pour out thy heart and furrows in 
his bofom ? what are the world’s comforts to God’s com- forts ? a fmile of God’s face in prayer, can foon fweeten 
thy bitter cup, and make thee forget all thy furrow's, 
Pfal. xciv. 19. “ In the multitude of my thoughts with- in me, thy comforts delight rsy foul.” The author of 
the fulfilling of the fcriptures tells us of one Patrick 
Macilwrae, an eminent faint, in the weft of Scotland, who having loft his dear and only fon, got to his closet, and there poured out his foul to the^Lord. When he came out to his friends at length, who were waiting to 
comfort him, and fearing how he would take fuch a heavy ftroke, he returned from prayer with a cheerful counte- 
nance, and told feme of his friends who alked him the 
reafon of his cheerfulnefs-, u that he had got that in his retirement with the Lord, that to have it afterwards re- 
newed, he would be content tb lofe a fon every day.” 

6/6/y, Serioully confider that you are but a few days journey behind him for whom you mourn, and that you will quickly overtake him, and be with him again. This 
allayed David's forrow for his child, 2 Sam. xii. 23. “ I fliall go to him.” It is our expe&ing, to live here, to 
enjoy the comforts of relations, that c >mmonly makes us 
grieve fo much for their death ; for if we looked on our- felves as men that were to die in a few' days we would not be fo troubled for our fiiends that are gone but a little fpace before us. 

ph/y-. If your friends are gone to heaven you have 
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morereafoji to rejoice with them than to mourn for them-; feeing they are unfpeakably happier where they now are, 
than they could have been with you. It is the moft 
fervent defire and wifh of every true chriftian to be in heaven : and will you grieve, becaufe God hath taken 
your relations thither, where you defire to be yourfelf above all things ? As.Chrifi: faid to his difciples before his death, John xiv. 28. “ If ye loved me you would 
rejoice becaufe I go unto the Father fo, if your de- parted friend could fpeak to you from heaven, he would fay, “ If ye loved me with a pure fpiritual love, ye would 
rejoice that I am gone to my Fkher, where I am more happy than you can pofiibly conceive of me.” 

Objea. “ Had I ground to think that any friend is 
gone to heaven, it would eafe me ; but, alas, I -fear it is 
otherwife.” ./Infiv. 1. It doth not belong to us to dive into the 
eternal ftate and ,condition of thefe that are gone off the ftage. Thefe .fecret things belong to God, who exer- 
cifeth his mercy or juftice towards Tinners according to 
his fovereign will. 2. Suppofing the word, you ought to fubmit to the incontrolable fovereignty of God who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he harden- 
eth. “He is of one mind, and who can turn him ?”  

I The Lord cut off Aaron’s two fons in the very aft of fin j and rebellion againft him, and yet Aaron held his peace, 
® and fo ought you. 3. Whatever be the lot of others hereafter, you have 
1 reafon to be thankful to God, for his diftinguifhing mer. 
fii' cy, in faving you from thefe flames that others fall into, s and giving you good hope through grace of glorifying >• -God above forever. 
I Direct, viii. Let the ficknefs and death of others he a warning to you in time of health, to male due preparaticn for the time offtclnefs and of dying, which is before your 
| hands. 
r you ke y°ur fr‘end* and neighbours in a V fickly, weak, or dying condition, the language 
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of the difpenfation to you that are in health is, prepare for ficknefs alfo. Nay, the feeble voice of the Tick doth proclaim this warning as loudly, as if they fhould lift up ; : 
their voice like a trumpet, and fay to you, “ Remember 
that you mud lie in the fame cafe ere long; you mud alfo groan under pain, loofe your ftrength and beauty, | 
leave your mirth and company, bid adieu to all the wprld, !j 
and look out for the grim mtffenger death, that is a coming to difiblve the earthly tabernacle, fend the body | 
to lie jn a putrifying grave, and the foul to Hand before God’s tribunal, to be fentenced to an endlefs date.”— I 
This will be thy cafe, O young man, ftrong man, health- ' 
ful man, as really in a little, as it is of thefe now before I 
your eyes. O how foon will it come ! what thoughts 
will you then have of the world, of fin, and vain compa- I uy ? Will any thing comfort you then but the favour of 
God, the love of Chrift, and the review of a holy well ' 
{pent life ? Wherefore do with all thy might now what :i' 
thy hand, finds to do, employ the time of health well in preparing for ficknefs, and leave nothing to do in time |l 
of ficknefs, which is a mod unfit feafon for a man to do 4 

:foul work, and falvation work in. 1. I fhall begin with thofe of the family where the |[ harbingers of death do prefently refide. Surely the 
.warnings of ficknefs and death ought to be louder in your I cars than others, and moft diligently harkened unto by 
you, that lodge under the fame roof with the meffengers j 
of the king of terrors, ift, Remember that word, I j 
Pet. v. 6. Humble yourfelves therefore under the j mighty hand of God.” It well becomes guilty finners, 
all the members of the family to be humble before a holy d 
God, when he is fmiting any of them. Humbly ac- | knowledge his fovereignty and abfolute dominion over I 
you, faying, “ Lord, thou art the author and founder fl of families, and thou may ft afflidt and punifh them as 1 
thou thinkeftfit. Them fetteft the folitary in families, 1 
and multiplied their number .; and thou mayeft diminifhl them, yea, lay them defolate according to thy pleafure. ■ 
Thou mighteft have made all the members of the family I •ftok, as wsll as one i thou roigbteft have given a deadly ® 
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-blow to parents, children, and fervants, at once, yea, 
have made the houfc in which we live a common grave, and buried us alf together in its ruins.” Humbly ac- knowledge the juftice and mercy of God in the prefent 
vilkat'ion. ‘ Lord, inftead of one, we all deferved to 
Jia e been thrown orr iick beds, arid all of us to have been fmitten by death. Thou punifheft us lefs than our iniquities dtferve.” Acknowledge alfo God’s wifddm 
and love in the prefent alHiftion, and humbly fubmit to take the cup which he hath mingled for you. “The 
cup which our heavenly Father hath ordered for this family, ihall we not drink it ?' It is a gracious and wife God that doth what is done in the family ; therefore it 
is our part to be dumb,- and not to open our mouths to 

I qqprrel it.” i 2dty, The command which the king of Ninevah gave 
I to all his fubjei^s, when threatened with ruin, Jonah iii. 

8., is very proper for a mailer of a family to give to all under his charge, when ficknefs doth rage among them, y 
j “Fall, and cry mightily to God, and turn everyone | from his evil way.—Who can tell if God will turn away 

|j from his fierce anger, that we perifir not Vr When-the I deltroying angel gets a commiffion to fmite families with * mortal and infectious difeafes, which fometimes go from Jhoufe to houfe like a plague, fweeping many old and young off the ftage ; then .efpecially it fnould be a time 
of- mighty crying and pleading with God for mercy.— H And fipce our pleading is wholly ineffectual without an atoning facrifice to incenfed jultice, let us not forget t» 
bring the all-fufficient facrifice of phriil’s blood along with us, and plead it with God for averting his wrath > from bur houfes and'families. As Mofes faid to Aaron 
in -a time of common calamity, . Num. xiv. 46. fo may I 
fay to you that are heads of families, “ Take a cenfer and incenfe, aitd go quickly and make an atonement for . them ; for there is wrath gone’out from the Lord ; the v plague is begun,” . Bring the incenfe of Chrilt’s fatis- V faction, that great atonement to divine jultice, which i was typified by the legal facrifices and oblations. Hum- 

I bly and earneltly plead that great facrifice-with God, 
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for turning away the fiercenefs of his wrath. Get the 
bunch of hyffop, faith, in order to the fprinkling of 
your houfes with that atoning blood, that fo you and ' 
your families may be anlong the prefervedin Chrift Je- |‘» fus.” 

Lajlly, Let all the family where ficknefs is* and efpe-^M 
cially the head of it, remember that word, Job xxii. 23. “'Thou (halt hot put away ipiquity far froln thy taber* , • 
nacles.” God hath fent ficknefs with this meffage to ‘ you, “ Search out family fins, whether of omifiion or ' commiffion ; mourn over them, turn from them, banifh them far away. Let np'vice lodge under your roof.— 
Let family worlhip be no more flegle&ed, nor flightly j performed. Let God have both theTmorning and eve- I 
ning facrifice.” Now, if the members of thefe families j vifited with ficknefs, who are in health for the prefent, ! 
would thus humble themfelves, cry to God, plead the blood of Chrift, and reform what is amifs among them ; the ‘ prefent affli&ion would be fanftified, and they in 1 

fomc meafure prepared for the like trial, when God ihall ! 
be pleafed to put the cup in their hands. II. In the next place, let me warn all the friends and neighbours of the lick, whether they be is the family or 
not, to improve the day of health, in making _ready for 11 

the time of ficknefs. Be much in the exercife of felf- t examination, humiliation for fin, believing in Chrift, : 

renewing covenant wdth God,.mortifying of fin, trim- 
ming the lamp, meditating of heaven, living by faith, deniednefs to the world, ftudying to overcome the love jj 5 of life, and fears of,death. Concerning all which I have ! 

given directions in the foregoing chapters of this book, ! 

when fpeaking.to the fick and diltrefted. Thefeexercifea j) 
are • not only proper for the fick, but alfo for thefe in If 
health ;• and are fsitable preparations for ficknefs and j| death, to be ftudied by all men in every condition. But # 
there are fome things further moft neceffary to be minded 11 
by people in time of .their health, in order to prepare them for the time of ficknefs and of dying, before it 4 come. . 

ijt, Make yoiir latter-will, and keep it by you, that * 
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you may not be encumbered wilfti your worldly affairs, in time-of ficknefs, or at 3 dying hour. Surely it is great 
wifdom-to put this by-hand in time of health,. But I 
have fpoken largely of this, Chap. I. Dir. 6< 

2fl'/y, Take heed in time of health, that you lay not up fad provifion againft the day of ficknefs, by your carelefs and untender walk. As it is fin that brings on 
ficknefs upon us, fo it is fin that embitters it unto us. O beware of all known fin, and particularly the fin of earth- 
ly-mindednefs, unthanfulnefs for mercies, Inke-warmnefe in religion, n eg left to improve Ghrift, negleft of prayer, 
and formality in it, quenching of the fpirit, falling from your firft love, breach of vows, mifcarrying under fignal 
mercies, fisning after affliftions, turning to old fins.— 
Guard againft. thefe evils now in time of health, other- wife they will put thorn's in your pillow when ficknefs 
cometh. Dare not to live in fuch a courfe as you would 
not adventure to die in. How do you know but your liieitt ftep may be into the grave ? and would you be wil- ding to lie down there in your fins, wjth earthly, dead, 
'formal, wandering, and unbelieving hearts ? p 3^/y, Sit loofe from the world,.'a'n,d live as ftrarrgefs tin il, »hat.yoU may be able to pack and' be gone from it pupon fhort warning. Let- death find -you dead before Biand, dead to the world. If your affeftions be glewed 
|to the world, it will be a violent rending and fad patting jyou will have with it when the dying hour cometh. You fpvill be ready, like Dot’s wife, fo.linger, hanker, apd look fereedily back again. 

i,thlyx Keep fhof-t reckonings with God and confcience, <;hat you may not Have old fcores to reckon' upon when 
jyou come to the death bed. O. what Ringing pain and Morment may ohe fin unmourned' for coft you at that 
Marne ! Let confcience then bring in the accounts of eve- 
ffy day before you fleep, and fpefedily take, up every con- piroverfy’that may fall out betwixt God and tliy foul. < ptsty. Dwell much upon the thoughts of death, that « 6u may learn to he acquainted and familiar with it ; as 
Bob^as, who faid, before-hand, “ to corruption, thou 
Ijrt my father ; and to the worm, thou art my mother 
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j*nd my Mer,” Job xvii. 14. For this caufe the Egyp» tians ufed to place a dead man’s fcull in fome donfpicuoui place of their rooms; likewife the Jews had their fepuU chres in their gardens of pleafure, that fo in midft of their delights they might think on their dying time.— 
We read of Philip king of Macedon, that ordered a page ! 

every morning to rouze' him from fleep with thefe words* ii O king, remember thou art a mortal man.” By this often repeated leflbn, he laboured to humble his lofty 
mind, and make his_ acquaintance with death, that it . might not feem ftrange or furprifing to him when it 
fhould aftually come and fnatch him away. Gthly, Study to fpend every day as it were to be your laft, and perform every duty as it were the laft, dill look- ing on ficknefs and death as very near. That which 
makes moft men fo unconcerned about ficknefs, death, 
and eternity, is, they view them as- things afar off, at 
thirty or forty years diftance. iS They think their time ■will be long here : why, they are healthy, of a ftrong 
conftitution, and their fathers lived fo long;” which . 
furely are falfe rules to judge by. It was the expefta- tion of many years that helped on the ruin of that rich 
fool in the gofpel. It were far better for ev.ery man to 
look on himfelf as Handing every day and night at the t very door of eternity ; and hundreds of difeafes ready 
to open the door and let him in. When you lie down at night, leave your heart with Chrifi, and compofe your 
fpirits fo, as if you were not t<f awake till the heavens are no more-; for certainly that night cometh, of which you, will never fee the morning, or that morning, of whichj you will never fee the night. But which of your morn- • ings, or nights thefe will be, you know' not, feeing your,! 
times are not in yeur ow-n hands. * J 

7tbly, Set apart fome time,, daily, for thifiking, in a 1 retired way, on your time that is pad, and upon eternity 
that is to come. The negleft of this duty of meditation J and retired thinking, is very prejudicial, both to theij godly and ungodly. • It was-David’s pradlice to thinkJf and to think upon his ways ; which engaged him tea 
reform whatever he found amifs in them, Pfal. cxix. 59I 
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Oh ! it is the rain of many a foul, they are utter Gran- gers to this_ way of thinking. I have read of a father, 

, who on his death-bred, left it as a folemn charge upon his only fon, who was a prodigal, that he fhould fpend a 
quarter of an hour every day in retired thinking, and let 
him chufe any Xubjerft he pleafed. The fon thinks this 
an eafy talk, undertakes it, and after his father’s death fet himfelf to perform his promife. One day he thinks upon his by-paft pleafures ; another day he contrives his 
future delights ; after a while he begins to think feriouf- ly what might be his father’s delign in laying this talk upon him: at length he thinks, his father was a wife and 
good man, therefore furely he intended and hoped that among the reft of his meditations, he would fame time or other think of religion. When this had truly pof- 
felfed-his thoughts, on‘e thought and queftion comes up- on the back of another, about his by-paft life and future 
Gate, that he could not contain himfelf in fo Ihort a con- finement, but was that night without fleep ;' yea, and afterwards could have no reft till he become ferioully re- ligious. O that I could perfuade all carelefs and un-' thinking fouls-to go and do likewife ! Ah ! how many fpend their days in a iiurry about their worldly affairs, 
and perifli for want of thinking ! 

&thly. Among other fubjedfs of your retired thoughts, fpend fome time in thinking, how awful and terrible a thing it muft be for a poor Chriftlefs foul to make its 
appearance before an angry God after death. “ For who (faith the prophet) can dwell with devouring fire ? 
who can abide with everlafting burnings?” I have read of a certain king of Hungary, who being ony a time mar- 
velloully fad and heavy, his brother, who was a brilk and gallant man.ffcvould needs know the reafon : “ O broth- er, (fays he) I have been a great finner againft God, and I know not how I lhall appear before hisjudgment-feat.” 
-—His brother anfwered, “ thefe are but melancholy 
thoughts }” and fo made light of them, as moft cour- tiers ufe to do. The king replied nothing at that time ; but the cuftom of that country was, (the government 
being abfolute) if the executioner founded a trumpet at 
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a man’s door, be was prefently to be led to execution. 
The king fent the execiJtioner in the dead time of the night, and caufed him to found his trumpet at his broth- ! er’s door, who hearing and feeing the meffenger of death, fprang in trembling into his brother’s prefence, falls down 
upon his knees, and befeeches the king to let him know wherein he had offended him. “ O brother, (faid the king) you never offended me, but loved me ; but is the 
fight of an earthly executioner fo terrible to thee ; and fhall not I, who am fo great a fmner, fear much more 
to be brought to the judgment-feat of an angry God ?” gthly. Think often how religioufly men ufe to wifh they had lived,, when they come to the fick and dying time. Thefe who have fpent- their time moft carelefsly, begin to have other notions of religion when they fee the 
grim meffenger approaching. Go to their bed-fides, 
and afk them, whether doth or diligence, formality or fervency, drinking or praying, loving the world or lov- ing Chrifl, be the heft. ? would they not tell you that 
there is nong fo wife as they that are moft religious ? •Think, O man, in health, with thyfelf, if thou waft juft 
now upon thy death-bed, and faweft thy friends {landing mourning round about thee, but unable to help thee, 
what would be thy thoughts and difcburfe at that time ? O then, let fome of the fame thoughts and difcourfe fill 
up every day and hour'of thy life now. Why thou knoweft not but this moment thou mayft be as near death, as if thy friends and phyficians too were defpair- 
ing of thy life, and had given you over for dead. lOthly, Be employed now in fighting the good fight «j 
of faith. You have many enemies to deal with, and death is the lall of them. Would you obtain the vi&o- j ry over them ? Then get on the Chriftiarflfcrmour, and | make much ufe of the fhield of faith. We read in the j 
book of Efther, that king Ahafuerus would not recat J 
the proclamation he had emitted againft the Jews; but | he gave them full liberty to take up arms to defend thcmfelves, and attack their enemies; fo here, God will i not recal the fentence of death he hath paft upon all 1 
men ig the garden ; but neverthelefs he allows, yea 1 
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commiffionates all true Ifraelites to take up arms agaiuft 
death, to conquer and trample it under foot by faith. 

Lajlly, Be bufy how in health, providing and laying up. a ftock againil the time of fieknefs and affliftipn ; which may contribute to your comfortable living then, when the world’s good things will be faftelefs and com- fortlefs to yon. As thefe who have a voyage to go, do 
viftual the (hip ; and thefe who have a fiege to hold out, 
take in provifions ; even fo do ye. 1. Get a ftock of graces againft that time, efpecially a ftock of faith, of patience?; of humility, felf-denial, &c. 
There will be ufe for all thefe then. A little grace, or 
a little faith, is not enough ; for this will faint under af- fiiftions. We read, Matt. xiv. that, when the winds began to blow fiercely, Peter’s little faith began to fail. 
You have need of a great meafure of patience againft that time, that you may wait quietly on God, till he come to your relief. You know not but he may length- . en out your trials and tarry till the fourth watch of the night before he come with deliverance. 2. Provide a ftock of evidences or marks of grace, and 
of the love of God, that you may be able to aflert your intereft in him as your portion in Chrift, and may be perfuaded, that neither death nor life will ever feparate 
you from him. 3. Get a ftock of divine experiences. Lay up all the experiences you have had of God’s loving kindn'efs, and 
thefe will give great relief and encouragement to the foul 'in the day of diftrefs. 4. Lay up a ftock^of Sermons. Treafure up the 

i counfels and cordials which they bring 'ydu from God’s 1 word, that fo you may, according to Ifaiah xlii. 23. “ Hear for the time to come and efpecially for fick- 
beds, when you cannot gct fermons to hear. Then it is, that you ought to live and feed upon the fermons you 
have heard. 5. Lay up a ftock of prayers. Be much in wreftling (with God for help and through bearing in the day of af- fli&ion ; and fo you may expeft the gracious return* 
thereof in the day of calamity. 
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6. Provide a flock of promifes. Be now gathering thefe fweet cordials from God’s word, lay them up in your heart and memory, and they will be very refrefhing I 

and fupportiiig to you in the day of affli&ion. 
DireC-t. ix. Let thefe who are in /ealth fet ahput the worh j 

of repentance, and turning to God in Ghrifl timeo\fly and quickly ; and beware of delaying this work until the time 1 of ficlhefs and of dying. 
GOD’s command to you is, to fet about the work prefently, without an^ delay, Heb. iii. 15. “ To- day if ye will hear his voice, harden'not your hearts.1’— 
Matt. xxi. 28. •■?«. Go work to-day in my vineyard.”— 
Ecclef. xii. 1. “ Remember now thy Creator in the days - of thy youth.” Well, God’s voice to you, O. man in 
health, is to-day. But the devil’s voice to you is to-mor- row. And which of the two will you harken to ? Sure- 
ly it is your wifdom to obey the voice of. your Creator and friend, and hot of your enemy and deftroyer*. Why,, 
to-day thoti art in health, to-morrow thou mayft be in j 
ficknefs ; , to-day thou art on earth, to-morrow thou mayeft be in hell ;* to-day Chrift is inviting you to come to him, to-morrow he may be fentencing you to depart from him. And confi’der, that the devil, who tempts I 
you to delay this day, will be as ready to tempt you to the fame to-morrow ; and fo the dsvii’s to-morrow will never come. It Will ftill be to-morrow with him till the ; 
laft hour, that fo he may get you cheated out of your 
whole time and falvation together. • Here I fhall endeavour two things; 1. Bring argu- *! 

ments to perfuade' you to repent and clofe with the offera 
of Chrifl prefently, without any delay, as God requires. 
2. Shew the evil and danger of delaying till the time of licknefs and of dying. As to the firft, ‘u/s:. Arguments 
for prefent repentance, and againfl delaying the work. ty?, Conltder the uncertainty of your life and time to 
repent. Your life is but a vapour, a little warm breath that is going out and in at your •noftrils, which may be flopped by death ere you be aware 5 thou knowell not 
what will be to-morrow, Prov. ixvii, 1. It wa»-the 



Afflicted Man's Companion. 237 
faying of a godly man, when invited to a feaft: upon the 
morrow, “ I have not had a morrow, for thefe many 
years.’' It was a bad ufe thefe Epicures made of this 
uncertainty, I fa. xxii. 13. “ Let »s eat and drink, for to-morrow we fliall die.” It is much wifer to fay, “Let us pray, and turn to the Lord, for to-morrow we fliaU 
die.” Nay,- you have not fecurify for one hour to re- pent in ; for God hath a thoufand difcafes and accidents ready to flop your breath, and end your days, whenever he pleafeth to give them orders There are many feeure 
finners, who prefume on long life, but ^ there are none nearer deftru&ion than fuch ; for God loves to difappoint 
'thefe that promife themfelves a long life in fin and impen- 
itency, as he did that rich man who was laying up for many years, Luke xii 19. This night fliall thy foul be 
required of thee.” And G what a dar£ and difmal night will it be, if death comes before thy repentance h O man, thou never didft lie down one night with aflur- 
ance of riflng again ; thou never heardft one fermon with aflurance of hearing another ; thou never didft draw one breath with affurance of drawing another. What mad- nefs is it then to delay falvation work one day or hour longer, and fo to leave the weightieft matter in the world at the greateft uncertainty ! 2i//y, Cpnfider, that though God in his wonderful 
mercy and patience Ihould prolong your days, yet the longeft life is fhort enough for the work you have to do, 
fuppofe you begin it prefently. Nay, had you Methu- falem’s years to fpend, they would Jae no more than fuf- ficient to repent and mourn for the fins and guilt which you have beenfo long contradling ; to reform and amend the many things tliat have been amifs ; to perform all the duties incumbent on you ; to make fure your calling 
and eledfion, and put your fouls in a good pofture and preparation for an eternal ftate, and get them made meet to be paitakers of the inheritance of the faints in light. Now, do ye think that all this work can be done in an in* ftant, orinatime of ficknefs, or old age, .whgn ye are 
hardly fit to do any thing ? When a man’s fpirit is una- ble to bear the infirmities of nature, how will he be able 
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to bear the laftics of a guilty confcience, or a wounded 
fpirit ? When the underftanding is weak, the memory- frail, the will obitinately bent the wrong way, by a long cuftom of finning, a#d neglecting of duty ; will that be a fit time to begin the work of repentance and converfion 
to God ? When nature is decayed, and the candle of life juft finking in the focket, will you begin then to aft for God, and make y*ur light ftiine before men to his glory ? 
O remember, your work is long, your time is Ihort ; and 
though y«r begin this very hour, you will have no time 
to fpare. 7,dly, Delay not t.his work, becaufe it is not in your power to doit when you ple'afe. It is a delufion of the’ devil, to imagine you may repe’nt when you will.. No, 
no ; it is God only that giveth repentance, and he gives it when, and#to whom he pleafeth, Afts v. 13. And it is a mere peradventure,’ if ever he give it to a delaying tinner, 2 Tim. ii. 25. When is .it that you may have 
hopes he will give repentance, but when he calls you to it, and prefcribes means to be ufed for that end ? Now 
that is to-day. “ To-day, if ye will hear his voice: 
now is the accepted time, now is the day offalvation.-’— To-day, when God is calling, and the Spirit ftriving, is the time of finding the Lord, and getting repentance 
from him. To-morrow it may be too late ; .the Lord’s hand may be clpfed, and the door of mercy Ihut. If you refufe the Spirit when he ftrives with you, he may 
leave you, and never put another ferious thought in your 
heart of turning to the Lord. O defer not feeking re- pentance till it be too late : for there is a time when the 
Lord will not be'found, and then repentance will not be found, though you feek it with tears. Indeed, God hath promikd mercy to penitent finners: but he hath no 
where prornifed the aids of his grace and Spirit to them 
that put off their repentance: and he hath ijo where 
promifed acceptance to mere grief and forrow for fin without faith, and fruits meet for repentance : he hath 
no wher^ promifed to pardon thefe, who only promife to leave their fins, when they can keep them no longer. 

^tbly. The longer repentance and clofing with Chrift 
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is delayed, the difficulty thereof is every day increafed. 
Why, i. Becaufe of the deceitful nature of fin, which doth daily bewitch and harden the heart ipore and more 
in. the pra&ice of it. 2. Cuilom in any thing hath a ftrong influence On us, and becomes a kind of fecond na- 
ture, and breeds an almofl: invincible inclination to what- foever we have long addifted ourfelves unto, whether it 
be in a&ions natural or moral. Hence Ovid gives that 
good advice, 

SfJ proper a, nec te ventures differ in horas ; 
^ui non ejt hodie, eras minus aptus erit. 

“ Be fpeedy, put not off till another time ; 
“ He who is not prepared to-day, will be more unpre- pared to-morrow.’7 

He that goes on from day to day in fin, will find his indifpofifion to repent daily increafed, the habits of fin ftrengthened, and himfelf brought at length under the power of an inveterate cuftom. And if it be hard to break any cuftom, much more a cuftom in finning, which 
! is fo agreeable .to depraved nature. Hence faith the Spirit of God, Jer. xiii. 23. “ Can the Ethiopian change 
> his ikin, or the leopard his fpots ? Then may ye alfo do good, that are accuftomed to do eyil.” 3. The longer Satan keeps pofitffion, the more difficult will his ejedlion .prove. The devils that pofieffed the man from the 

womb up, could not be call out but by fome extraordi- iti nary way. Delays bring on fpiritual judgments from 
God, fuch as judicial hardnefs on the heart, which will tt'make repentance impofiib'e, according to that terrible 

k place, Ifa. vi. 9, 10. “Make the heart of this people Jjjat,” &c. which is quoted no lefs than fix times in the KNew Teftament, as if it belonged only to them that lin- v;ger and fit impenitent under gofpel calls. Lajlly, We would reckon fuch delays madnefs in carth- Ift'y affairs, which are but trifles when compared to falva- lliion work. If a man’s houle were on fire, we would 
fciount him mad, if he Ihould fay, it is time enough to 
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quench it to-morrovr ; or, if he were (lung with a ven- ^ ®mous ferpent, he would be mad that neglected to feek a ; 
prefent cure : #)r, if he had got poifon in his ftomach, he " would never think he could foon enough vomit it up. If I a malefaftor were condemaed to a cruel death to-morrow, ^ but had a promife of a remifiion if he fhould look after it to-day ; would he be fo foolilh as delay it till next morn- 
tug ? But how much greater madnefs is it to delay repent- ; ing and fleeing to Chrift, when God’s calls and promifes 
relate to the prefent time, and our danger in delaying is infinitely greater than do any erf the forefaid cafes ? Surely 
there is no fling fo dangerous, no poifon fo deadly as fin ; and can we too foon feek after the balm of Gilead, the blood of Chrift for its cure ? There is no death' like the fecond death, no fire fo dreadful as the eternal' fire of 
God’s wrath : Now, this fire is already kindled again ft 
your fouls ; and if it be not timeoufly quenched, it will burn to the loweft hell. Lofe no time to get it extin- guifhed, by fleeing to the blood of Jefus., II. The next thing is to (hew the evil and danger of | 

. delaying’this work,until the time ofiicknefs and of dying. Alas, it is the common practice of the mod part! But confider, if, What wretched ingratitude and bafenefs 
there is in it. Whetheris it fit ye (hould give the'beft of ! ' your time to God that made you, or to the devil that feeks your deftruftion ? Is it reafonable that the devil ihould feaft on the flower and prime of your youth and flrenglh, and your Creator have no other but the frag- j 
ments of the devil’s table i When the dregs of your time 
aVe come, your ftrength gsne, your fenfes failed, your | underftapding and memory weak, your affections fpent 
upon the creature, yea, when you are good for nothing 
elfe ; will ye be fo bafe as think, you are then good 1 

enough for God, and for falvation-work, which requires all your (Irength and might ? But remember, if you he fo In 
bafe 3s referve the dregs of your time for God, you may fjP expert he will be fo juft as referve the dregs of his wrath •;a 

foryou, according to that word, Mai. i. 14. “CurfedjP' be the deceiver,, which hath in his flock a male, and fac- ■ sificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing.” Your youth, ■F0 
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ftrepgth, health, gifts, and talents, are the males of the Hock ; if you give thefe to the devil, and referve the 
weaknefs of ficknefs and old age for God,, you draw down his curfe upon your heads; and how long will you 
be able to bear up under the weight ef God’s curfe ? 
Now, O delaying finners, why Khould you be fo ungrate- 
ful to God, and injurious to yourfekes ? God had early 
thoughts of mercy to you ; and will you have nothing but late thoughts of duty to him ? Chrift did not defer 
his dying for us till he was old ; and fhall we defer living to him, till we be old ? Oh, we do not deal with God as 
we would have him to deal with us. When we need 
help in trouble, we cry, as Pfal. cii. 2. “ Lord, hear me ; in the day when I call, anfwer me fpeedily.” To- day we flill make the feafon of mercy, but to-ffiorrow 
the feafon for duty. When mercy is delayed, we impa- tiently cry. How long ? how long ? We will not wait 

I God’s holy leifure. Tiut alas ! we would have God to wait our fxnful leifure. Oh, let us be alhamed of fuch 
difmgenuous dealings with our Creator. 

idly. Death may get a commiflion to take you off fuddenly, without giving you any time to repent. You 
are not fure to fee the evening flar of ficknefs, before the 
night of death overtakes you, or that you will have any warning given you before the fatal ftroke. For how many are there who project, long lives, and look for time 
befote death to repent, that get a furprifing call to flit lirom the earthly tabernacle, and have not one minute to 

iq provide another lodging ? How many are drowned by a ■jiLudden ftorm at fea ? And how many killed by outward 
)i,accidents on land ? Some drop down fuddenly in the Sflreets ; fome die fitting in their chairs ; fome go well to »cbed at night and never fee the morning ; fome die as i;.quickly by a fit of an epilepfy, er apoplexy, as if (hot 
.vwith a gun. Thus thoufands are hurried into eternity, Giand prefented before a tribunal, without being allowed f« ■'imuch time as to think one ferious thought, or fpeak one 
(word ? not one moment to confider where they are go- nng, or to cry to God for mercy. And how know you 
but this may be your cafe ayleath ? Mull it not be the 
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greateft folly then to delay your repentance to a dying time, when it may not be one minute long ? 

3^/y, Though you may have fome time to lie on fick- 
beds, how know ye but your ficknefs may be fuch as (hall 
incapacitate you for fpiritual work ? Some we fee are fd 
oppreffed with continual flumbering and lleeping, even when death is neareft, that they are in no cafe to think 
or fpeak of thefe things that belong to their eternal ftate. 
Others, in high fevers, are troubled with rovings ; and have no ufe of their reafon, fo that they are not capable to fettle their w'orldly affairs; and how much lefs are 
they fit to fecure their foul’s eternal concerns, at that 
time ? Some again are fo racked with pains and agonies, 
impatient frettings, and bitter uneafinefs, that they can- 
not get one fettled thought about their foul’s prefent or 
future ftate. Others are fo filled with terror and amaze- 
ment at the view of approaching death and eternity, that f they cannot compofe their thoughts to examine them- 
felves, confefs their fins, aft faith in a Saviour, or fol- low any direftion that is given them ; but go off the 
ftage in a confufion, being incapable to do any thing to 
purpofe for their fouls. Some their diftemper is fuch, 
that they are brought to a great ftrait betwixt the word of God and the phyfician. The word of God and his 
minifters tell them if they do not mourn for their fins, and wreftle for mercy, they cannot be faved : but faith 
the phyfician, if you trouble yourfelf with fad and mel- 
ancholy thoughts, you prejudice your body and hazard your life. Oh ! is this a fit time then to begin you? 
preparation for another world ? 

\tkly. The Spirit of God being long refifted and vex* ed by many in the day of health, he is provoked to leave 
them on death-beds to the hardnefs of their own hearts ij 
And fo they remain like flocks and (tones, dead and His- pid to the laft. 

Sthly, The devil, that was bufy all your lives to keep you from repentance, will not be idle at this time ; nay»i 
he will be more aftive then than ever to ruin you, either? 
by caufing you to fplit on the rock of prefumption or of 
dcfpair. Sometimes he will tell finners then, “ You neef 
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not trouble yourfelves about your fouls : God is more merciful than to damn you ; the repentance you hare 
already will ferve the turn.” But if this will not quiet them, he will ftudy to drive them to defpair, by telling 
them, “ They have loft the feafon of repentance and do- ling with Chrift ; and now there is no remedy, no hope 
for them, and it is in vain to ufe any further means.” O then, do not harken to Satan now, when he tempts you 
to delay your repentance. 6thlyt Whatever appearance of repentance fome dying 
perfons may have, let that be no encouragement to put 
off till that time. Why, there lieth a juft fufpicion upon 
a late repentance, that it is feldom found and fincere. It is no found work, that arifeth more from fears of hell, 
than from any real hatred of fin ; more from love to felf, 
than love to God. And it is to be feared, that death-bed 
repentance is moftly of this fort, feeing ordinarily it con- fifteth more in grief and fear, prayers and promifes, than in a hearty loathing of fin, love to holinefs or willingnefs 
to accept of Jefus Chrift : for have we not feen many of 
thefe penitents, who, in the view of death, have profeff- ed great forrovv for their wicked lives, and made folemn 
promifes of amendment; yet when they have happened to recover, all their righteoufnefs hath vaniihed, and they have returned to their former fins as greedily as ev- er ? And, O delaying finner, what ground have you to 
think that your death-bed repentance will be any better than theirs ? Be wife then in time, fet heartily about fal- 
vation work in the day of your health, and do not leave 
the weightieft work to the weakeft time. 

Oljed. I. “ But hath not God promifed mercy to them 
U) that repent of their fins at any time ?” y'lnfw. Yes, to them that repent truly and fincerely : 
|| hut do not think that it is in your power to repent fo, at 
ij any time you pleafe : no, it is impofiible you can do it i without the influence and afliftance of the Spirit of God. v And God hath nowhere promifed this to thefe who put 

j off their repentance to a death-bed. There is a great | difference betwixt a fick man’s howling upon his bed, and 
fincere gofpel repenting. I grant, true repentance is 
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never too late ; but O ! late repentance is feldom true. 
True repentance is that which hath a care to walk holilyj 
or hath works meet for repentance joined with it. Hence |; repentance is not only called metanoia, a change of j 
mind; but alfo metameleia, anaftercare. Nowfora death-bed repentance, that hath no fuch holy care or 
good works, I know no promife in the bible that annex- 
eth falvafcion unto it. ObjeS. II. “ Do not we read in Chrift’s parable of 
the labourers, Matth. xx. that fome were hired and brought into the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and got 
the fame reward with thofe that were hired at the third 
and fixth hour ?” 

Anfv>. i. Thefe that were brought in fo late could 
fay for themfelves, verfe 6;“that no man had hired them,*' 
or had offered to hire them before; they did no fooner hear the gofpel-call, and offers of falvation through 
Chrift tendered to them. ButO ! this will ftand you in 
no Head, who have had many a call and offer made you ; at the third, fixth, and ninth hour, and have refifted and 
refufed them ; you will not have it to fay at the eleventh , 
hour as thefe had, “ No man hath hired us.:’ Thefe men, though they came in but at the 
eleventh hour, and not being fooner hired, yet they were labourers in the vineyard, and wrought one hour therein 
faithfully, in obedience to their Lord’s command, and fo brought forth fome fruits meet for repentance, and were 
accepted. But this is no encouragement to any to ex- 
peft to be brought in at the twelfth hour, when there is j no time to work, nor bring forth any fruits to teftify 1 

the fincerity of their repentance ; we have no promife of |j acceptance made to fuch. i! 
Objca. III. “ The penitent thief on the crofs fought j 

mercy from Chrift at the laft hour and got it.” 
Anfiu. That is a Angular inftance, and gives no en- 9 couragement to delaying fxnners. The feriptures con- 1 j tain ahiftory of more than four thoufand years, and yet ^ 

during all the time we have but one example of a man I 
that truly and fincerely repented when he came to die. fl And in this man’s cafe there was fuch an extraordinary H 
ednjun^on of circumftances, as never happened before,,^ 
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and can never fall out again to the end of the world.— This man had the happinefs to die clofe by the newly pierced and bleeding wounds of a crucified Jefus, when 
he was lifted up from the earth in the height of his love, drawing finncrs to falvation ; which was a jun&ure that 
can never have a parallel. Again, the man never had any offer of Chrift nor day of grace before now ; he fur- rendered himfelf upon the very firft call : and his faith 
in Chrill at this time was truly Angular and miraculous. 
He was defigned by heaven to be made a rare monument of the power of Chrift’s grace, and a fpecial trophy of 
his viftory over the devils and wicked men, at a time when they feemed to triumph over him, as one crucified -•through weaknefs. 

From all which we may fee, that this example was ex- 
traordinary, and affords no ground for the prefumption 
of delaying finners. You may as well call yourfelves into 
the fea in hopes of prefervation by a whale, from the example of Jonah, as defer repentance now, in hopes of repenting on a death-bed, from the example of the thief 
on the crofs. Befides, your way of finning differs vaftly from his. He was not guilty of prefumption, as you 
are ; he did not flight Chrift’s calls and offers in the day of his health, and delay his repenting and clofing with Chrift, in hopes of an opportunity for them at the hour . 
of death, as you do. Do you know what God deter- 
mines concerning prefumptuous finning ? You may fee it, Numb. xv. 28, 30, 31. “And the priefts fhall make an atonement for the foul that finneth ignorantly, &c. 
But the foul that doth ought prefumptuoufly, (whether 
he be born in the land, or a ftranger) the fame reproach- eth the Lord : and that foul fhall be cut off from among 
his people ; becaufe he hath dcfpifed the word of the Lord.*’ O prefumptuous delaying finner, let this word of the Lord awaken you to a fpeedy and prefent refolu- 
tion to obey his voice. “ Return ye now every one from 

, his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good,” Jer. xyiii. 1 c. Now is the accepted time: if ye will bear his voice it mufl be to-day. Lord} fave us from hardcrw 
jng our hearts. Amen. 



SOME 
DYING WORDS' 

Of ME LATE REVEREND 
Mr. J OHN WILLIS ON, 

TO HI S 
WIFE AND CHILDREN, 

Found among his papers after his death, dated the loth of' 
November 1749. , 

TO MY WIFE. 
My Dear, 

MY diftrefs calls me to think of parting with yoa ;. 
the will of the Lord be done. I thank you for your tender care of me ; may the Lord blefs and reward 

you for it, and fan&ify your own tendernefs, and fup- 
port you under it. As you have ftudied to live a life of faith and prayer all your days, fo I hope and believe • 
you will continue to the end. in all your difficulties and 
fears encourage yourfelf in the Lord your God. Com- 
mit your ways to him ; truft him that is faithful and true.. I refign you, my dear, to the Husband of hufbands,, 
our dcareft Lord Jcfus Chrift. 

TO MY CHILDREN. 
DEAR chHdren, your earthly father muft leave you;; your heavenly Father is immortal. O ! cleave 
fall to him. Trifle not about, your fouls’concerns in ] time of health ; mind thefe things as the one thing necd-i 
ful; this you will not repent of when you come within al rear view of death, and endlefs eternity. O Sirs ! prefst for clear views of your intereft in Chrift, the only Surety-j and Saviour of finners. Among other evidences of it,] 
live by faith, on him, and ftudy holinefs in heart and life.] 
Dear Sirs, think how you will he able to Hand befc 



Some Dying Words, 8Y. 247 
Chrift your judge at the iaft day, unlefs you have Chris’s 
image on you, and be made new creatures. Lord make you all fuch, and blefs you with his beft bleffing ! My 
blefiing be upon you all. What means God gave me, I have bellowed thenr on you, or left them to you. Be kind and careful of your mother while you have her  And let none of you forget, that though I go before you to the dull, you mull all quickly follow me. O ! that 
we may all meet together at the right hand of our bleff- ed Redeemer, to fee his face, and fmg his praife. The 
time is near, be ye therefore alfo ready. Now, my dear wife and children, remember what is 
above as the words of your affieftionate hulband and lov- ing father,- who being dead, yet hereby fpeaketh to you for your eternal good and happinefs ; may they fink into 
your heart ! So prayeth, 

John Willison. 
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