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PREFACE 

rH E knowledge of hijbry, efectally of the hif cry of one's 
own country, has been always confidered as extremely 
ufeful, and even, in fame cafes, indifpenfably necttfcry. 

In a defpotic gowrnment, indeed, where the power of the 

Jcvereign is abfolute and unlimited, this knowledge is of left 
confequence ; becaufe, emery thing being there ruled by arbitrary 
will, the fubjedl has no other method of fecuring his life, his 
liberty^ and his property, than by recommetiding himfelf to the 
favour of the prince, or of thofe who aft tinder his commijfon. 
But in a free government, where the power of the fovereign is 
limited and refrained, this knowledge is of the utmoft impor- 
tance ; becaufe, every thing being there determined by certain fixed 
and eftablifhed laws, the fubjeft, who knows and obeys thefe 

laws, has nothing to fear from the refentment of the prince, but 
enjoys a perfeft and undifiurbed fecurity. cThefe laws, how- 
ever, may be heft learned from the ftudy of hiftory. And as the 
government of England is univerfally allowed to be one of the 
freefi, if not the very freeft, that ever exifled, the ftudy of the 
Englifh hiftory muft be peculiarly ufeful. From this ftudy we 
may derive a knowledge of the laws of the land, of the confti- 
tution of the kingdom, of the lives of thofe heroes and patriots 
who have diftinguijhed themfelves in the fervice of their coun- 
try ; and, in a word, of all thofe great and glorious aftions, 
that have been performed by the natives of this iftand. 

As this ftudy, therefore, is fo very beneficial, it cannot, poftfi- 
bly, be too early begun, or too carefully profecuted. <Fhe firft 
imprefjions, it is well known, are commonly the moft lofting. 
The opinions we form, or the prejudices we im' ibe, in our ten- 
der years, wefind it extremely difficult, in a more advanced age, 
either to alter or correft. It muft, therefore,, be the duty of 
parents, guardians, tutors, fchoolmafters, and of all who are 
intrufted with the education of youth, to imbue their minds- with 
proper notions of the hiftory of their country, andfor this pur pdfe 
the following work is particularly calculated. Nor is this the 
only end, which it may be made to anfwer. It may likewife be 
of fame ufe to perfons of riper years, whether they are, or are 

not. 
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not, acquainted ’with the hifiory of their country. The latter it 

may enable, in fame degree, to acquire this necejfary branch of 

knowledge ; and to the former it may ferue as a kind of remem- 
brancer, to revive their memory ; to connett in their minds the 

fcattered events ; and to help them to decide, without having 
recourfe to larger hiftories, any controverfy that may arife in 
converfation. 

So much for the utility of a work of this kind in general. 
Why the author of the prefent work has prefumed to offer to the 

public a new hiftory of England, by quejiion and anfwer, re- 
mains to be explained. 

The author of the former hiftory of England by queftion and 
anfwer, though, by no means, chargeable with partiality or pre- 
judice, appears to have failed in the following particulars. He 
does not give, in our opinion, a fufficiently diftinft account of the 
Unghftl.conftituticn. He omits entirely that part of the hiftory, 
which precedes the union of the Saxon heptarchy, comprehending 
a fpace of no lefts than 8 $6 years ; and though the events, which 
happened during that period, bear no proportion, either in number 
or importance, to the length of time, yet they ought not fturely to 
be paffed over in felence. He forgets to p referve the neccffary 
connexion between different fails of the Jame nature, and 

even between .the different circumftances of the fame fail. 
The account of parliamentary tranftailious is frequently inter- 
rupted by the relation of military incidents ; and the hiftory of 
an expedition to the Eaft or Weft Indies is ftometimes broken 
and disjointed by the mention of a battle in Germany, upon 

which it has no immediate or vifible dependance. Thus the 
reader often finds it difficult to form a diftinil idea of many 
particular occurrences, and, of confequence, is the lefts likely to 
remember them. He negleils, at leaft in a great meafture, to 

mark the progrefs of the arts and Jciences, and to record the 
names and properties of thofe great men who have contributed 

towards their advancement. 
In all theft particulars, the author of the prefent work has 

endeavoured to ftupply the defeils of his predeceffor : how far he 
has fucceeded in his endeavours, muft be left to the impartial 

decikon of the public. 

A COM- 



A COMPLETE 

Hiftory of ENGLAND, 
By (QUESTION and ANSWER. 

CHAP. I. 

A general Defcription of the COUNTRY J its Cli- 
mate, Soil, Produce, &c. 

T H A T is the moft ufeful kind of ftudy ? 
A. The ftudy of hiftory. 

V v What hiftory ftiould one firft begin to 
ftudy ? 

A. The hiftory of one’s own country 
^ What is the name of your own country ? 
A, Great-Britain. 

Has it always gone by that name ? 
A. No: it was originally called Bratanack, probably 

from the great quantity of tin, with which it abounds. 
It was afterwards named Albion, fiom its white chaiky 
cliffr, as fome think, which are vifible from the conti-, 
nent. It then went by the names of Bretanike, and Bre- 
tanea. It was fome time after divided into England, and 
Scotland ■, the former lying to the fouth, the latter to the 
north. And laft of all, upon the acceffion of Jatr.es VI. of 
Scotland to the crown of England, it was diftinguiftied by 
the name of Great-Britain, which it itill retains. 

Do not the Bntijh dominions in Europe comprehend 
fomething more than the ifland called Great Britain ? 

A. Yesthey likewife (comprehend the kingdom of Irt- 
land; but of that we fhall have occafton to fpeak, when we 
come to defcribe its conqueft under Henry II. 

* ^ 



2 HISTORY of ENGLAND. 
^ What is the fliape of Great-Britain ? 

A. Triangular : the angles being the LiKard-point to the 
weft; that of Foreland, or Sandwich near Dover to the eaft; 
snd that of Straithy-head to the north. . 

^ How is it bounded ? 
A. By the Britijh channel on the fouth, which divides it 

from France; by the German fea on the eaft, which feparates 
it from Flanders, Germany, and Denmark ; by the Deuca- 
ledonian ocean on the north ; and by the Irijh fea, and the 
Atlantic ocean, on the weft. 

What is the extent of Great-Britain ? 
A. Its length is about 660 miles; its breadth about 300; 

and its circumference is 1836 miles. 
What proportion does Great-Britain bear to the other 

kingdoms of Europe ? 
A. It is nearly equal to one tenth part of RuJJia\ to one 

third of Germany; to one third of Sweden ; to one third of 
Poland', and to one third of Turkey. It is lefs than Denmark 
by one half; than Italy by one fifth; than Spain by one 
fixth ; and than France by one fourteenth. It is three times 
as large as Portugal; fix times as large as Switzerland; fix 
times as large as the Aujlrian Netherlands; and ten times as 
large as the United Provinces. 
^ When did the fouthern part of Great-Britain firft re- 

ceive the name of England ? 
A. About the year 827, when Egbert fubdued all the 

kingdoms of the Heptarchy, and reduced them into one. 
^ How is England divided from Scotland ? 

A. By the rivers Tweed and Solway, and the mountains of 
Chiviot. 

What is the general face of the country ? 
A. It is, in general, plain and level, though, in feme 

parts, chequered with hills and dales j and is watered by a 
variety of fprings and rivers. 

What are the principal rivers of England ? 
A. The Thames, the Medway, the Sevtrne, the Humber, 

the Trent, and the Oufe. 
What is the nature of its foil ? 

A. It is rich and fruitful; producing, in great abun- 
dance, all the neceftaries and conveniencies of life. 

What is its chief produce ? 
A. 
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A. Corn, cattle, wool, and timber ; lead, iron, and tin ; 
die laft of which is allowed to be the beft in the univerfe. 

^ What animals does England afford ? 
A. Almoft all thofe animals, at lead all the ufeful ones, 

that are to be found in the other countries of Europe ; and 
fome of them arrive at a greater degree of perfeftiotfi here, 
than in any other part of the world. The oxen, particularly, 
and the fheep, are of a larger fize ; and the horfes, whether 
for war, for hunting, or the plough, are univerfally preferred 
to thofe of any other country. 

^ Are there any wild beafts in England? 
A. None that are dangerous. It is faid, indeed, to 

have once abounded with wolves; but the EngUJh kings, by 
impofing a yearly tax of three hundred wolves heads upon 
•the Wtljh princes, found means, in a fhort time, to deliroy 
the whole fpecies. 

What -kind of a climate does England enjoy ? 
A. A much more mild and gentle one than thofe coun- 

tries which lie in the fame latitude on the continent; the 
'heat of the fummer, and the cold of the winter, being, 
both of them, tempered by the breezes from the fea. The 
air, however, is not very pure, and the weather is extreme- 
ly changeable. 

CHAP. IT. 

Of the GOVERNMENT 0/England. 

T 7 H A T is the nature of the Englifh government ? 
VV ’Tis of a mixt nature; being partly Mo- 

narchical, partly Ariftocratical, and partly Democratical. 
The Monarchy is reprefented by the King, the Ariflocracy 
by the Lords, andthe Democracy by the Commons, which 
two laft compofe the Parliament. 

^ Do the women fucceed to the throne? 
A. They do, in default of male iflue, as in all other 

.countries of Europe, exce-pi France, where, by what is cal- 
led the Salic law, the women are excluded from the fuccef- 
fon. 

B 2 



4 HISTORY c/E N G L A N D. 
Whether is the crown hereditary, or eleftive ? 

A. ’Tis hereditary ; but not fo llridtly, but that the true 
heir, and fometimes even the royal family, has been fet a- 
fide, in order to make room for another, whofe advance- 
ment to the throne was fuppofed to be more for the good 
of the public. 

How many families have fat upon the EngUJh throne? 
A. Seven, 
4^ What are their names? 
A. The firft is the Saxon, or Anglo-Saxon family, for, be- 

fore the arrival of thefe people, the kingdom was never 
united imder one fovereign; the fecond is that of the Danes-, 
the third, that of the Normans; the fourth, that of Plan- 
tagenet, or the houfe of Anjou; the fifth, that of Tudor; 
the fixth, that of Stuart; and the feventh, and prefent 
family, that of Brunjkvick. 

How many kings did each of thefe families pro- 
duce ? 

A. The Saxon family produced feventeen kings; the 
Danijb family three kings ; the Norman, four ; the Planta- 
genet, or houfe of Anjou, fourteen ; the Tudor, three kings 
and two queens ; the Stuart, four kings, and two queens; 
and from the prefent, or Brunfivick family, three kings have 
iprung. 

CHAP. nr. 
Of the KIN G. 

<$>.T T 7HAT power is the king of England poflefled of ? 
Y y A. He is poffeffed of very great power, as well 

in civil and military, as in ecclefiaftical affairs. 
What power has he in civil affairs ? 

A. He alone has the power to make peace, or declare 
war ; to conclude leagues, or treaties ; to fend, or receive 
ambaffadors; to call, prorogue, or diffolve the parliament; 
to confer titles of honour; to pardon criminals, or leffen 
the degree of their punifhment; to coin money, though 
not to fix the current value of it, which can be done only 
by confent of parliament; and to difpofc of all places of 
trull, and profit, under the government. He is fupreme 

judge, 



KING. 5 
judge, or lord chitf-judice, In all parts of his dominions. 
He fills up all the offices of judicature ; has liberty to pr^- 
fide in all tribunals, and in all cafes, that of high treafun 
excepted, in which he himfelf is plaintiff. No bill can pais 
into a law without his affect; nor, fhould he refufe it, is 
he obliged to affign any reafon for his refufal. 

Does his power extend no farther ? 
A. He is heir, in the laft refort, in his kingdom ; that is, 

all eftates, where there is no heir, revert, orefeheat to the 
lord of the manor, and, in default of him, to the king. 

What is his pow er in military affairs ? 
A. I have already obferved, that he alone has the power 

. to declare war. He has iikewife the abfolute command of 
the army and navy, and may employ them in whatever ex- 
peditions, and enterprizes, he pleafes. He has alfo the foie 
nomination of all the fuperior officers, whether in the land 
or fea fervice. The militia too is entirely at his command. 
In a word, he is veiled with the whole executive power of 
the government. 

What power has he in ecdefiaffical affairs ? 
A. He is the fupreme moderator, and governor of the 

church of England, over all perfons, and in all caufes; a 
title which was affumed by queen Elizabeth, inftead of that 
of Supreme Head, which had been ufed by Henry VIII. and 
Edward VJ. He has the nomination to all biffioprics, and 
to feveral other benefices; enjoys the revenues of vacant 
fees; lays claim to tenths and annats; nor can the clergy 
meet in convocation, without his exprefs mandate; an in- 
dulgence, indeed, which has not been granted them lince 
the beginning of the reign of George l. 

In what manner is the king of England waited upon ? 
A. In a kneeling pofture ; nor is any one allowed to kiis 

his hand, or thofe of any of the royal family, without 
paying them this mark of refpedl. 

^ How is he enabled to fupport his dignity ? 
A. By his fixt revenues. 
££. Are they very conliderable ? 
A. They are. 

To what may they amount ? 
A. It is to be obferved, that, before the Revolution, the 

whole handing revenue of the (late was in the hands of the 
B 3 ' prince. 



6 HISTORY of ENGLAND. 
prince, and was folely at his difpofal. There was then no- 
diftirittion between what was allotted for the fupportof the 
king’s houlhold, and what was affigned for the fervice of the 
public. By this means, the king might referve as much as 
he pleafed for his own private ufe, and employ no more 
than he thought proper in the fervice of the nation. Ac- 
cordingly, it appears, that from the time of the Reftoration 
*o that of the Revolution, the public revenue had been con- 
ilantly embezzled, and large fums had been frequently funk, 
without being applied to the purpofes for which they were 
granted. In order to remedy this growing evil, it was 
wifely enafted at the Revolution, that a feparate income 
fhould be allowed for the maintenance of the king’s houf- 
hould, and the fupport of his dignity ; and that the reft of 
the revenue ftrould be entirely fubje&ed to the command of 
the parliament. This appropriation of the revenue is one 
of the greateft advantages produced by the Revolution, and 
js indeed the chief bulwark of the national liberties; as it 
deprives the crown of the power of difpofing of the pub- 
lic money at pleafure ; and obliges it to fubmit every arti- 
cle of expence to the examination of parliament; fo that 
the meafures of the court are continually canvafled with 
the utmoft feverity, and any embezzlement is difcovered 
with fo much eafe, that delinquents can never expert toef- 
cape condign puniihment. 
^ What was the amount of the whole revenue at the 

time of the Revolution ? 
A. About two millions fterling. 
Qz What is the amount of that part of it at prefent, 

which is allotted for the maintenance of the king’s houlhold, 
and the fupport of his dignity l 

A. King William had, for this purpofe, or, as it is called, 
the civil lift, fix hundred thoufand pounds; queen Anne, the 
fame fum; George I. the fame; George II. feven hundred 
thoufand pounds; and his prefent majefty, eight hundred 
thoufand. 

A. What is the amount of that part of it which is appro- 
priated to the public fervice ? 

A. This has been continually varying, though generally 
on the encreafing hand, fince the time of the Revolution. 
At firft it was about three millions in time of peace ; at pre- 

fent 
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fcnt it is about feven. But in time of war it is much greater. 
During queen Anne's wars, in 1710, for inflance, it amounted 
to above fourteen millions; and in the courfe of the late war, 
in 1760, particularly, it fell little fhort of twenty millions. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the PARLIAMENT. 

QWJ H A T do you mean by the parliament ? 
YV A. The two houfes, the upper and lower; the 

firft compofed of the lords, the fecond of the commons, 
and both together conftituting two of three parts of the le- 
giflature. 

How long has the parliament exifted ? 
A. Ever fince the beginning of the monarchy. 
^ Has it always gone by the fame name f 
A. No : it was originally called the Wittenagemot, 

or the aflembly of the wife men: this name it bore dur- 
ing the whole time of the Saxon kings; but, upon the 
conqueft of England by William the Norman, the name of 
Wittenagemot was changed into that of parliament. 

Was it originally conftituted in the fame manner as at 
prefent ? 

A. No: it confifted originally of one houfe only, in 
which, according to the moil probable opinion, the repre- 
fentatives of the boroughs had no right to fit. 

When did they acquire that right ? 
A. ’Tis impoffible to fix the precife time when they firft 

acquired it; but they certainly poflelfed it towards the latter 
end of Henry the Illd’s reign, about the year 126;, when 
the lords and commons firll began to fit in i'eparate houfes. 

Has the parliament always enjoyed the fame privi- 
leges which it pofiefles at prefent ? 

A. Whether it has always enjoyed the fame privileges, 
it is extremely difficult to determine ; but it may be fafely 
affirmed, that it has not always exercifed the fame power. 

.££. How did it acquire its prefent power ? 
A By the profufe, or warlike dilpofition of the king ; 

becaufe, in either cafe, he equally wanted money; and 
B 4 as 



-z HISTORY C/ E N'G LAND. 
as the parliament has always, at leaft fince the reign of king 
John, retained in its own Hands* the power of granting 
money, it would never confent to the levying of any 

■taves, without extorting certain conceflions from the crown. 
What power does the parliament at prefent enjoy ? 

sf. ’Tis impoffible exaftly to determine ; for, according 
to a great lawyer, there 'are three things in England, the 
bounds of which are unknown, v'a. the-prerogative of the 
crown, the- liberties of the people, and the privileges of 
parliament. ’Tis a common faying, that a parliament can 
do any thing; the meaning of which is, that the parliament, 
'with the royal alfeht, can do any thing that is not contrary 
to common juflice. They may revive, or abrogate old laws, 
and make new ; fettle the fucceflion to the crown ; impofe 
taxes; eftablilh forms of religionnaturalize foreigners^; 
diffolve marriages ; legitimate baftards; adjudge an infant, 
or minor, to be of full age; attaint a man, either alive, or 
after his death, of trealbn ; grant the moll free pardons; 
and rellore in blood and name, £SV. 

^ Does their power extend no farther ? 
d. They have even, independent of the royal authority, 

alTumed the power of difpofing of the crown, as in the cafe 
of Edward II. Richard II. Henry VI. and 'James II. ; and 
this povver has been the more readily allowed, as the confent 
of parliament is fuppofed to be the confent of every Briton. 
It is to be obferved, however, that their povver, though 
•very great, is by no means unlimited; becaufe no parlia- 
ment can tie the hands of a fucceeding one ; fo that, what- 
ever is done by one parliament may be overturned by ano- 
ther. 
^ What is the manner of making a new law f 
A. The fubftanceofit is put into writing, which is called 

a bill. This is brought into the houfe by fome member, 
and is feconded by another. After being thrice read, it is 
fent to the other houfe, where, after having undergone the 
fame number of readings, it is prefented for the royal af- 
fent, which, when it has obtained, it has then the force of 
a law. No bill can pafs into a law until it has been thrice 
read jn each houfe, except a bill of indemnity, which, as 
it comes from the throne, is, out ofrefpedl to the fovereign, 
only read once. Each houfe has a negative ; nor can any 
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Jaw be enafled, without the concurring confent of the king* 
lord?, and commons. 

^ In what language does the king give his. aflent to 
bills? 

A. In French; a circumflance which appears the more 
fiirprifing, as that language has been long abolifhed in all 
law pleadings, and the retaining of it in this particular can 
only be considered as a badge of the Norrnanconqneit 

^ What terms does he make ufe of ? 
//. If it be a public bill, he fays, Le roi le 'vent, or the 

king wills k. If a private one, he anfwers, Soil fait com me 
il eft defire, that is, let it be done as is defired. If a mo- 
ney bill, he replies, Le roi remtrcie fes loyaux fujets, accepte 
kur benevolence, 13 aufjile veut, that is, the king thanks hia 
loyal fubjefts, accepts their gift, and wills it to be fo. If 
k be a bill of indemnity, the return is made to his majefty, 
by the lords and commons in thefe terms; Les preldts, ftig- 
neurs, 13 communes, en ce parliament afiembleK, au nom des tons 
vous autres fujets, remercient tres humblement votre majefte, £3* 
prient Dieu vous donner en /ante, bonne vie 13 longue, i. e. 
the bilhops, lords, and commons, in this parliament aflem- 
bled, in the name of all your other fubjeds, moll humbly 
thank your majelty, and pray God to grant you, in health, 
a long and happy life. If a bill which the king diflikes, 
he fays, Le roi f'avifera, i e. the king will consider of it, 
which is a fort of civil denial. 

CHAP. V. 

0/ the HOUSE of LORDS.. 

5iTT/HO have a right to ftt in the houfe of lords ?' 
W 3. The king, and the princes of the blood, the 

bilhops, dukes, marquilles, earls, vifcounts, and barons^ 
or lords, whofe number, including the frxteen peers for 
Scotland, generally amounts to about two hundred y but, by 
an aft palled in the reign of Charles II. thofe lords that 
profefs the Roman catholic religion are excluded lire houfe. 

Do not others fit there eccafionally ? 
wf. Yesthe judges, the king’s council at law, and the 

B 5, nr after 3 



io HISTORY of ENGLAND. 
matters in chancery, when called to give their advice in 
point of law; but they are not to fit in the king’s prefence, 
without his leave. To thefe may be added, the clerk of 
the crown, and the clerk of parliament; the laft of whom 
has two under-clerics, who write kneeling behind him. 

In what does the power of the houfe of lords con- 
£ft ? 

A. As they compofe one of the three parts of the legi- 
flature, their confent is neceffary towards the making of all 
laws. Befides as they are the fupreme court of judicature 
in the nation, there lies an appeal to them, in civil caufes, 
from all the inferior courts, and their decifion is final and 
irreverfible. They cannot interfere, however, when the 
privileges of the commons are concerned. They may try 
a commoner, indeed, on an impeachment of the commons ; 
but no fuit, or profecution againft a commoner, can be be- 
gun by the lords, though they may ftill try fuch a caufe* 
and even determine it finally, in cafe of an appeal. They 
can likewife apprehend and commit any perfon (a member 
of the lower houfe excepted) for a breach of privilege, or 
reflexions on their judicature, and fuch commitment is of- 
ten in itfelf a fufficient punifhment, as it is always attended 
with confiderable charges; but fuch perfons are of courfe 
releafed on the rifing of the parliament. 

Have they no other privileges ? 
A. They have the peculiar privilegeof trying all thofe of 

their own order incriminal caufes; and, what is remarkable, 
they give their verdiX, not upon oath, asother juries,butonly 
upon their honour. Thefe are the principal privileges they 
poflefs, confidered as a houfe, or colleXive body: what 
they poflefs feparately, and in c&nfequence of their rank, 
will be explained with greater propriety, when we come to> 
fpeak of the nobility in general. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the HOUSE of COMMONS. 

T 7HO are the conflituent members of the houfe of 
VV commons ? 

A. The reprefentatives of the forty counties into which 
England is divided, each of which returns two members; 
thofe of the twenty-five cities, each of which fends two, 
except London and Ely, the former of which fends four, the 
latter none ; the reprefentatives of the univerfities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, each of which fends two members j 
the fixteen barons of the Cinque ports and their dependen- 
cies ; the three hundred and thirty-nine burgeffes of one 
hundred and feventy-two towns in England, each of which 
fend two members, except five of them, which return on- 
ly one a-piece; the twenty-four members from Wales ; and 
laftly, the forty-five from Scotland; making in all five hun- 
dred and fifty-eight members. 

How is the number of members, returned by the fe- 
veral counties, regulated l 

A. By ancient cuitom. 
Is it either in proportion to the number of the peo- 

ple they contain, or to the fum which they contribute to- 
wards the land-tax ? 

A. No; it is far from being in proportion to either: on 
the contrary, the difprdportion is very great in both thefe 
refpefls, eipecially in the latter, as will evidently appear 
from the following fcheme. The number of members re- 
turned by England and Wales is 513. Now, if we fuppofe 
the whole land-tax to be divided into 513 equal parts, 
the number of members returned by each particular county 
(including its cities and boroughs), and the fum which it 
contributes towards the land tax will Hand as follows: 

£ 6 Counties 
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Counties. 

Bedford, 
Berks, 
Bucks, 
Cambridge,. 
Chefter, 
Cornwall, 
Cumberland, 
Derby, 
Devon, 
.Dorfet, 
Durham, 

Etfex, 
Glaucejler, 
Hereford, 
Herts, 
Huntington, 
Kent, 
Lancafier, 
Leicejler, 
Lincoln, 
Middlefex, 
Monmouth, 
Norfolk, 
Northampton, 
Northumberland, 
Nottingham, 
Oxon, 
Rutland, 
Salop, 
Somerfet, 
Southampton, 
Stafford, 
Suffolk, 

i^x, 
Warwick, 
Wefmore land. 

Members of 
parliament. 

4 
9 

14 
6 

6 
4 
li 
>4 
4 

16 

14 
28 
6 
4 

Parts of the 
land-tax. 

7 

3 
24 
12 

5 
11 
4 

22 

5 
9 

19 
80 

3 

7 
J9 
14 
7 

Counties. 



COMMONS. 

Counties. 

W'lts, 

Members of 
parliament. 

Parts of the 
land-tax. 

Worufter. 
34 
9 

30 
24 

13 
9 

24 
11 

5*3 S13 

4J. What is the meaning of this fcheme ? 
A. The meaning of it is, that the county of Corn- 

nvall, for inltance, returns forty-four members, and pays 
only eight of the five hundred and thirteen parts, that is, 
about one fixty-fourth of the land-tax ; whereas Middle/ex 
fends only eight members to parliament, and yet pays 
eighty of the five hundred and thirteen parts, that is, almoll 
one fixth, of the land-tax : and fo of the others. Scotland 
fends forty-five members, and pays one fortieth part of the 
land-tax. 

^ What power does the houfe of commons poflefs ? 
Jt. As they compofe, in the fame manner with the upper 

houfe, one of the three parts of the legifiature, they have 
a negative in the palling of all bills; nor can a money-bill, 
in particular, be begun any where but in their houfe ; nei- 
ther will they allow the lords to make any alterations in 
bills of this nature. This, indeed, is a privilege of the 
utmoil: importance, and feems to be founded on this fup- 
pofition, that, as they reprefent the whole body of the peo- 
ple, upon whom the tax mull ultimately fall, it is both juft 
and reafonable, that they Ihould have the right to regu- 
late the manner of levying the impofition. 

How comes this privilege to be of fo much impor- 
tance ? 

A. Becaufe, by means of it, they have it in their power 
to extort from the king and upper houfe, whatever they 
think proper. 

^ In what manner? 
A. Whenever they have a mind to compel the king and 

peers to agree to any meafure, to which they may be fup- 
pofed to be very much averfe, they take care to tack it to 
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the end of a money-bill, and as the lords have no right to 
make any alteration in bills of this nature, they muft either 
give their affent to the article annexed, or leave the crown 
deftitute of all kind of fuppiy. 

Do the lords allow this power of the commons to be 
altogether indifputable ? 

A. No: they allow their right indeed to begin all money- 
bills, and even to infill on their being parted or rejedled 
without alteration ; but they deny that they have a right to 
tack any thing whatever to a money-bill, and ftrenu- 
oufly contend, that all fuch bills ftiould be pure and un- 
mixed with hny other matter. They have even feveral times 
come to a refolution, that they will never confent to any 
money-bill, to which the commons have tacked any foreign 
article. And hence it appears, that the privileges of the 
two houfes are not as yet exactly defined. 

Does the power of the commons extend no farther ? 
A. They have a power to determine controverted electi- 

ons ; to expel fuch of their own members, as have merited 
that punilhment; and to imprifon any one, below the rank 
of a lord, who has violated their privileges, and that too, 
in the opinion of moft people, without the offender being 
allowed the benefit of the aCl of habeas corpus. They may 
likevvife impeach, before the lords, who are the proper 
judges, any perfon, even the firft peer of the realm ; and, 
notwithllanding this privilege, fuch is the facred character of 
the commons, that the lords cannot proceed againft a mem- 
ber of the lower houfe, except on a complaint from the 
houfe itfelf. 

g>. Do they enjoy no other privileges ? 
A. They are free from fiiits, arrefts, or imprifonment, 

except in the cafe of treafon, felony, or breach of the peace, 
during the fitting of the parliament, and during every ad- 
journment not exceeding fourteen days; but this privilege 
ceafes if the adjournment is longer, as it does likewife upon 
the prorogation, or diflblution of the parliament. For- 
merly, indeed, they enjoyed this privilege during the fpace 
of forty days, as well before as after the fertion; but the 
inconveniencies arifing from fuch an indulgence, became 
at length fo great and numerous, as rendered it neceffary 
Confiderably to abridge it. The commons are likewife, 

during 



ROYAL FAMILY. 15 

during the fitting of parliament, exempted from the drudg- 
ery ot ferving on juries, or attending on trials in inferior 
courts of juftice. And, in a word, they are poffeffed of 
many other privileges, which it would be equally tedious 
and fuperfluous to mention. 

CHAP. VII. 

Of R o Y A L FAMILY. 

^.T T 7 H O is firft perfon of the royal family ? 
W 4. The king, undoubtedly, of whofe power and 

prerogative I have already given an account. It may only 
be proper to obferve here, that fo careful is the law for the 
prefervation of his majefty’s perfon, that the very imagin- 
ing, or intending his death, proved by an overt aft, is high 
treafon. And though a lunatic, or idiot, or one non com- 
pos mentis, cannot commit felony, or any treafon, by law j 
yet if, during his idiocy, or lunacy, he fliall kill, or go 
about to kill the king, he fhall fuffer death as a traitor. 

Who is the fecond perfon of the royal family ? 
A. The queen-confort, as flic is likewife of the king- 

dom, and is refpefted accordingly. 
4J. What privileges does Ihe enjoy ? 
A. Though an alien born, (he may, without denization, 

or naturalization, purchafe lands, make grants and leafes, 
remove her caufes into whatever court ftie pleales, and 
carry on fuits in her own name, a favour which is not 
granted to any other married woman. To confpire her 
death, or violate her chaftity, is high treafon. If Ihe fur- 
vive the king, Ihe is called queen-dowager, and Hill keeps 
her court; nor does Ihe lofe her rank, though Ihe marry a 
private gentleman, as did Catharine of France., the widow 
of Henry V. 

What title has the king’s eldeft fon ? 
A. From the time of the conqueft to that of Edward I. 

he was (tiled duke of Normandy ; but Edward, having, in 
1282, entirely fubdued Wales, bellowed the title of Prince 
of Wals upon his fon Edward II. and as he knew that the 
Jf'eljh had an utter averfion to the dominion of foreigners, 

2 he 
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he caufed his queen to go and lie in at Caernarvon caftle, 
that fo the Weljh might have a prince, who was a native of 
their own country. ’Tis faid, Vmx Edward, upon the birth 
of the prince, prefented him to the natives, as a true 
tnan, and one who could not fpeak a word of any other 
language. He is always heir-apparent to the crown of 
England-, and, at the age of fifteen, he receives, as prince 
of Wales, the homage of his fubje&s. 

^ Has the king’s eldeft fon no other title ? 
A. He is duke of Cornwall and Roth/ay, earl of Chejler 

and Flint, and great fteward of Scotland; and all thefe titles 
he enjoys by birth, whereas that of prince of Wales he has 
only by creation. 
- Has he any fixt revenue? 

A. He has about twenty-five thoufand pounds yearly, a- 
rifing from the mines in Cornwall; and, when he has a fa- 
mily, he is commonly allowed by parliament an additional 
revenue for the fupport of his honihold. George II. when 
.prince of Wales, had, for this purpofe, one hundred thou- 
Jand pounds per Annum. The prince of Wales, though a 
fubjeft, is fo facred in the eye of the law, that it is high 
treafon to imagine his death, or violate his wife’s chaftity. 

^ Have the reft of the king’s children any peculiar 
titles ? 

A. No : the king beftows upon them whatever titles he 
pleafes. They have, all them, indeed, the title of royal 
highnefs, and are called the fons and daughters of Great- 

Britain, becaufe the whole nation is fuppofed to have an 
equal intereft in their welfare. All other fubjedls are 
uncovered in their prefence; whoever kifies their hands 
tnuft do it kneeling; and they are even ferved on the 
knee at table, unlefs when the king is prefent. It is 
further to be obferved, that all the younger fons, as well 
as the prince of Wales, are counfellors of ftate by birth, in 
order to qualify them for managing the weighty affairs of 
the nation. They have not, however, like the princes of the 
blood in France, any particular appanages, or eftablifhed 
levenue; but depend, for their fupport, entirely on the 
king’s bounty. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the ENGLISH in general. 

H A T Is the chara&er of the Englijh ? 

VV Brave, generous, ingenictis; induftrious ; to 
thefe good qualities they are univerfally allowed, even by 
their enemies, to have a juft title. Violent, however, and 
headftrong in their paffions, they are too apt to be elated 
with profperity, and dejeded in adverfityi Diilant and 
referved in their manner, it is extremely difficult to gain 
their friendlhip, but when once gained, it is not eaftly loft. 
Plain and fimple in their addrefs, they are more forward to 
Ihew their humanity in a&ions than in words. Of a mid- 
dle ftature, and robuft conduction, they are capable, 
'when fupplied with plenty of provifions, to endure great 
fatigue; but, bortl in a fruitful country, and accuftomed, 
from their infancy, to fare well, they are lefs able, than 
•almoft any other people, to fupport hunger ; and hence it 
fs, that, in time of war, a fcarcityof provilions proves al- 
ways fo fatal to the Fnglijh. Surrounded, for a confiderable 
part of the year, with thick and foggy air, they are apt to 
contraft a melancholy difpofition ; and to this caufe are ge- 
nerally fuppofed to be owing the frequent inftances of fui- 
cide which occur among them. More folid than the French, 
and lefs phlegmatic than the Germans, they are, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, an excellent compound of both; and, 
though they have not been, perhaps, fo remarkable for 
their inventions as fojne other nations, they have certainly 
carried the inventions of all other nations to the higheft 
perfedtion : here every ufeful and ingenious art is improved 
to the utmoft ; and even feveral of thofe countries, which 
have had the honour of inventing particular manufadlures, 
are obliged, by the fuperior (kill and induftry of the Englijh 
artifans, to fupply themfelves from England with thofe very 
commodities. Cut off, by the fea, from the reft of the 
world, they commenced mariners from neceffity ; but what 
at firft might appear an inconvenience, turned out, in the 
end, very much to their advantage ; while it effedtually Te- 

nures 
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cures them from the fudden attacks of foreign foes, it has 
induced them to encreafe their marine to fuch a degree, 
that they are now acknowledged, by all nations, as the in- 
difputed lords of the ocean. 
^ How is the people of England divided ? 
A. Into clergy and laity; the latter being fubdivided in- 

to nobility, gentry, and the inferior fort of people, of all of 
whom we fhall particularly fpeak in the following chapters. 

CHAP. IX. 

Of the CLERGY. 

f£./"'VF whom is the Englijb clergy compofed ? 
V_^ A. Of bifhops, dignitaries, and inferior clergy. 
Q How many biihops are there ? 
A. Twenty-fix; namely, the two archbiihops of Canter- 

lury and Tori, and twenty-four biihops. 
^ How many dignitaries ? 
A. Six hundred and thirty, rviz. twenty-fix deans and 

chapters, fixty archdeacons, and five hundred and forty-four 
prebendaries. 

How many inferior clergy ? 
A. ’Tis impoflible exaftly to determine their number. 

It may only be obferved, that there are upwards of nine 
thoufand feven hundred re&ors of pariflies, who have, each 
of them, the care of one church or more, and are affifted 
by a great number of curates and others. 

j£\ In what does the power of the two archbiihops confift ? 
A. The archbilhop of Canterbury is the firft peer of the 

realm, and takes place immediately after the royal family; 
nor does any one, except the lord chancellor, or keeper 
of the great feal, ilep between him and the archbjihop of 
Tori. The former ufually crowns the king; the latter the 
queen-confort. The one is fliled primate of England; the 
other, of all England. They have, both of them, pow- 
er to confecrate bifhops ; to call, by virtue of the king’s 
mandate, the clergy of their refpeflive provinces to convo- 
cation ; to prefide in it equally ; and to prorogue or diilblye 
it, according to the direction of the fovereign. They in- 

fpe& 
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fpeft the conduft of the bilhops within their feveral pro- vinces ; cenfure thofe who are deficient in their duty ; ap- point co-adjutors to fuch as are infirm; and have their court of arches, to which lie appeals from the courts of the bi- fhops. They have likewife the probate of wills, and the decifion of all caufes relating to herefy, baftardy, and the like. In what does the power of the bifhops confift ? A. They ordain and confirm; give minifters leave to preach; grant inftitutions to benefices, and command in- duftion to be given. In a word, they have the fuperin- tendence of all the clergy and laity within their refpedlive diocefes. Have the bifhops no other privileges ? A. All of them, except the bifhop of Soior and Man, are lords of parliament, and fit as barons in the houfe of peers. They are called the lords fpiritual, and, as fathers and guardians of the church, are filled fathers in God. In Ihort, they have not only the fame privileges as the tem- poral lords, but fome that are peculiar to themfelves. For, though all courts are held by the king’s authority, yet the bifhops courts are not properly accounted the king’s courts, A bifhop fends forth writs in his own name, Teftg the bilhop; and not in the king’s name, as it is done by all other courts. And, whereas,in every other court there are fe- veral judges, a bifhop in his court is the foie judge : nay, he may delegate his authority to another, as to a fuffragan bifhop, his chancellor, or commiflary; a liberty, which is granted to none of the judges. fSj. What are the deans and chapters ? A. Each dean, with a certain number of prebendaries, conftitutes a dean and chapter, of which, as I have already obferved, there are twenty-fix in England. They were ori- ginally a body of clergy, intended as a Handing council to the bifhop; lived with him in his cathedral, and were main- tained at his expence ; but their dependence on him grow- ing gradually lefs ftridl and neceffary, they were gratified with diftindt parcels of his eftate, and eredted into collegi- ate bodies. At prefent they have not only authority within their own diftridls, but fometimes an ecclefiaftical jurifdic- tion in feveral neighbouring parifhes and deaneries, and, generally 
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"generally, a temporal jurifdiftion to hold courts of pleas "within their own manors. When a fee becomes vacant, they chufe, only for formVfake, upon the king’s writ of conge cTehre, the perfon recommended to them by the fo- ;vereign) or, if they refufe, they Ihew catife for their re- fufal. ^ Are there no other deans befides deans and chap- ters ? A. Yes; the deans of Croydon in Surry,. Battle in Suffix, Becking in Effix, and fome few others, are deans without any chapter; but have a peculiar kind qfju;ifdiffion. The 'deans of the chapel royal, St. George's chapel at Windfor, Rippon, and Guernfey, are only honorary deans, without any jurifdiclion. There were once, likewife, rural deans, . or arch-prefbyters, who, under the bi(hop and archdeacon, had the peculiar care of thofe diftridls, in^b which-our dio- cefes are ftill divided, called deaneries, Their authority, however, is now entirely loft; and few of them are to be found in any diocefe. i£. What is the office of an archdeacon ? A. He was chofen anciently from among the deacons, to be an affiftant to the bilhop; but, by the aft of uni- formity, he is now obliged to be in prieft’s orders; for it is to be obferved, that there are three orders in the church of England, biffiops, priefts, and deacons. And whereas the bilhop vifits his diocefe once in three years, ’tis the archdeacon’s office to vifit it for him the other two ; when he is to enquire into every thing belonging to the churches under his jurifdiftion, to reform abufes in eccleli- aftical matters, and bring the more weighty affairs before the bilhop. Hence it is, that he is frequently called alter tpifeopi oculus, the bilhop’s one eye, the dean being the o- ther. He is likewife, upon the bilhop’s mandate, to in- duft clerks into their benefices, and fo give them poffeffion. ^ Whom do you mean by the inferior clergy ? 

A. All below the' rank of rural deans, whether reftors, vicars, curates, or deacons. ^ What is their office ? A. To preach, marry, adminifter the facraments, vifit the fick, perform the funeral fervice, and difeharge all the other paftoral funftions. 
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Q. What is the eftabliftied religio:-] of England? A. The proteftant reformed religion, according to the epifcopal form of government. Do all the fubjedts adhere to this form of govern- ment r A. No ; there are a great many fedaries, or diffenters; fuch as the prelbyterians, independents, anabaptifts, quak- ers^ and Roman catholics; the firll of whom are by far the molt numerous, and approach the nearelt to the etfablifiied religion : the laft have their eftates doubly taxed, and are deprived of the liberty of prefenting to livings; but in o- ther refpeds are in no danger of being molefted, provided they are obedient to the civil government. 

CHAP. X. 
Of the Nobility. 

■g-T T O W many degrees of nobility are there in Eng- _f_ land? A. Five, viz. dukes, marquifes, earls, vifcounts, and barons. How long has the title of duke exifled ? A. Ever fince the time of theancidnt Saxons, among whom, however, it was only territorial, or official, that is, it was annexed to the government of a county, or certain dillrid of land, and feems to have meant much the fame with what, is now called the lord-lieutenant of a county. It did not become perfonal till the year 1335, when it was conferred by king III. on his fon the prince of I Vales, com- monly called the Black prince, of whom we flrall have oc- cafion to fpeak more fully in the fequel. 4^ How long has the title of marquis exifted ? A. Ever fince the year 1385, when king Richard II. be- llowed it on Robert deVere, earl of Oxford, who was created marquis of Dublin. ^ How long has the title of vifcount exifted ? A. Ever fince the year 1439, when John Beaumont was, by Henry VI. created vifcount Beaumont. Of what antiquity are the titles of earl and baron ? 
4 
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Thefe are the moft ancient of any in the kingdom ; that of earJ, in particular, being in ufe among the Saxons, at leaft among the Daw-Saxons, for the word is evidently of Danijb original, and fignifies the fame with alderman in Saxon. It was continued by William the Conqueror, who, immediately after his having obtained the crown, created fome of his followers, earls of Arundel, Cbejler, Corti'wall, &c. allotting to each the third penny arifing from the pleas in their refpe&ive jurifdi&ions. At prefent they have nei- ther jurifdidtion nor third penny; but, inflead of thefe, a fmall annual ftipend from the Exchequer. The word baron came in with the conquefl, and fucceeded to the Saxon title thane \ and as it is the loweft order of nobility, it is often ufed of the whole body colle&ively ; becaufe, ftriftly fpeak- ing, all noblemen are barons, though dignified with a higher title. What privileges do the nobility enjoy ? A. As they are the hereditary counfellors of the crown, and conftant members of parliament, they are exempted from arrefts for all forts of debt; nor can they be arrefted in any cafes, except thofe of high treafon, felony, or breach of the peace. Their fuits are brought immediately before the houfe of lords ; nor can they be tried for felony, or trea- fon, or for mifdemeanor, when the commons impeach, ex- cept by their peers. 4J. Do they enjoy no other privileges ? A. They do: when fummoned to parliament, they have liberty to hunt in the king’s grounds, either in going to, or returning from it. In order to fecure their honour, and prevent any fcandal being thrown upon them, there is an exprefs law, called Scandalum tnagnatunt, by which any perfon, convidted of making a fcandalous report, however true, againft a peer of the realm, may be fub- je&ed to an arbritrary fine, and condemned to impnfon,. ment, till the money be paid. In fome cafes, neither the IherifF nor his officers are allowed to fearch their houfes, without the king’s order firit obtained, figned by fix privy counfellors. They may, during any great trial in a court of juftice, enter the court, and fit, if they pleafe, with- out being uncovered. They are free from all attendance 

at courts-leet, or Iheriffs-turns; nor are they obliged, in 
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cafe of a riot, to attend the fervice of the pojje comhatus. In a word, they poflefs many other privileges, which it is alto- gether unneceffary to mention. ^ Do not the Tons of the nobility enjoy fome peculiar titles ? A. Yes, though only by the courtefy of England. The eldeft fon of a duke, marquis, or earl, is commonly diftinguifhed by the fecond title of his father; the younger fons of a duke, or marquis, are all of them lords; but^ the younger fons of an earl, and all the fons of vifcounts and barons are no more than private gentlemen. The title of lady, too, is given to the daughters of dukes, marquifes, or earls; but the daughters of vifcounts and barons are only private gentlewomen. ^ Of what antiquity are the coronets ufed by the no- bility ? A. Thofe belonging to earls are faid to have been ap- pointed about king Edward the third's time; thofe of vif- counts in the reign of James the firft; and thofe of barons in that of Charles the fecond. 

CHAP. XI. 
Of the Gentry. 

^.TT 7H0M do you mean by the gentry ? 
VV Thofe that occupy the middle place betweea the noblity and inferior fort of people. ijJ. Whom do you comprehend in this clafs ? A Knights, efquires, lawyers, phyficians, merchants; in a word, every One, who, either by his birth, fortune, edu- cation, or employment, is raifed above the vulgar. ^ How many kinds of knights are there in England? A. Four; and thefe are (to place them according to their right of precedence) knights of the garter, knights baro- nets, knights of the Bath, and knights batchelors. ^ How many knights of the garter are there ? A. Twenty-five, befides the king, who is fovereign of the order. 4^ How long has this order exifted ? 

A. 
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A. Ever fmce the year 13;o, when it was firfl inftituted by Edward the third ; fo that, of all the fecular orders in Europe, it is by far the moft ancient. ^ What gave occalion to the eftablilhing of this order ? A. Authors are not agreed as to this particular. Some think it took its rife from an affair of gallantry. They fay, that Edward's miftrefs, the countefs of Salijbury, happen- ing to drop her garter, while fhe was dancing at a court- ball, the king picked it op, and obferving fome of his courtiers to fmile, as if he had not obtained this favour merely by accident, he called out, Hcnifoit qui maly penfe, i. e. evil to him that evil thinks; and declared, that many, who now laughed at the garter, fhould foon be proud to have t,he honour of wearing it: that, in order to make good his word, and perpetuate the memory of this event, he inftituted the order of the garter ; retaining the words above mentioned for the motto, and the garter for the badge of the order. Others fuppofe it owed its origin to an af- fair of a military nature. They pretend, that Edward hav- ing revived the order of the round table, originally efta- blifhed by king Arthur, fuch numbers of foreign warriors crpuded to his court, as excited the jealoufy of the French king, with whom he was then at war ;'and who, in order to counterbalance the advantage, which his adverfary had drawn from this circumftance, inftituted an order of his own, which foon procured him the like number of war- riors : but that that monarch, abufing the confidence re- pofed jn him, and violating the laws of hofpitality, feized feveral lords of the Enghjh party, who came, among others, to affift at the feftival. That Edward, informed of this proceeding, confcious of the reftitude of his own in- tentions, and provoked at the perfidious conduft of his ri- val, cried out, Honi foit qui maly penfe, and converted the round table into the order of the garter. That he chofe this badge in particular, either becaufe in thebattle of CVeryhe had given garter for the word; or becauie, on that occafion, he. had ordered his garter to be fixed to the end of a lance, as the fignal of engaging; or, according to others, becaufe Richard I. at the fiege of Acres in Palefiine, intending to aflault the place, diftributed, among fome of his principal 

officers, certain leathern firings, to be tied about their legs. 
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the better to diftinguifh them from the enemy ; or finally, (for all thefe reafons are affigned by different authors) for no other caufe than this, that blue, which is the co- lour of the garter, has always been deemed the emblem of fidelity and friendihip. Whom do you mean by knights baronets ? A, Thofe, who, by an hereditary right, h'ave the title of Sir prefixed to their chriftian name. How long has this order exifted in England ? A. Ever fince the year 1611, when it was firft inftituted 
by James I. How many knights baronets are there ? A. Their number, at their firft inftitution, was limited t» two hundred ; but it is now much greater, and is always varying in fuch a manner, that there is no poflibility of af- certaining it exaftly. Is the receiving of this honour attended with any ex- pence ? A. Originally theperfon who received it, was obliged to pay into the exchequer, as .much as would maintain, for the fpace of three years, in the province of Uljier in Ire- land, thirty foot foldiers, at the rate of eight pence apiece a day, amounting in the whole to about one thoufand one hundred pounds; but this demand is now remitted by the crown, and has been fo ever fmee the Refioration. iiK Whence do the knights of the BaibA erive that name ? A. From the cjrcumftance of bathing; a praftice, which, it feems, was obferved by them at their firft inftitution. ^ When was this order eftabliihed l A. In 1399,, when Henry IV. in order to grace his coro- nation, created forty-fix of thefe knights, who were bathed in the To-cver. 
^ Has the order continued ever fince without interrup- .tion ? A. No : it foon after became extindf ; but was revived, in 2725, by George I. who made it a military order, and limited the number of knights to thirty fix, befides the king, who is the fovereign of the order ? "Whom do you underftand by knights batchelors ? A. Thofe who have the title of Sir prefixed to their chrif* 

C tian 



26 History o/ENGLAND. 
tian name ; but without any power, like knights baronets, of tranfmitting it to their pofterity. ^ Of what antiquity is this kind of honour ? J. ’Tis as ancient as any in the kingdom; and is, in- deed, the foundation of all military honour and dignity. ’Twas ufually bellowed upon noblemen’s fons, and great commanders, and even upon kings themfelves; nor, in- deed, in former times, was any gentleman fuppofed to be qualified for the ufe of arms, until he had been invelled with this dignity. Have knights wives any peculiar privileges? A. They have all the title of lady, and take rank of the wives of efquires, and gentlemen. Who have a right to the title of efquire ? A. The younger fons of earls, the fons of vifcounts and barons, the eldell fons of the younger fons of peers, and the eldell fons of baronets and knights.. It is likewife due to all thofe who are placed in any public office, or eminent llation, fuch as jullices of the peace, members of parliament, mayors of cities, ferjeants of the feveral offices in the king’s court, Iheriffs, admirals, captains in the army or navy ; and to every gentleman who has a landed eilate of two or three hundred a year. 

CHAP. XII. 
Of the Inferior Sort «?/People. 
T 7 H O M do you mean by the inferior fort of V V people ? A. Thofe who get their livelihood, either in a mecha- nick, or fervile manner; fuch as tradefmcn, mariners, huf- bandmen, fervants, and labourers. Is there not a middle fort, between thefe lall and the degree of a gentleman. A. Yts- yeomen and copyholders, though thefe, if polfelTed of good ellates, are jullly ranked in the number 

of gentlemen. Wl otn do you underlland by yeomen ? A. Yeomen 
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A. Yeomen are the fame as freeholders, with this t>nly 'difference, that they keep their eftates in their own hands, ■and cultk/ate them themfelves. Some of thefe, particularly in Kent, have eftates to the amount of athoufand pounds a ■year. Whom do you underftand by copyholders ? A. Copyholders are nearly the fame with freeholders. The only difference is, that with the latter, the hold never fjecomes void ; with the former, it does at the death of the tenant: but, notwithftanding this circumftance, the next heir of blood, upon paying the cuftomary fine, takes pof- -feflion of the eftate.'- 

CHAP. XIII. 
Of the Briton s. 

were the original inhabitants of Great 
V V Britain ? A. They were probably a colony of the ancient Gauls, <ivCeltes, who came over from the northern parts of France to this ifland. ^ From whom have we the firft certain accounts of thefe people ? A. From the Roman writers, and particularly from Julim Get far, who, about fifty-five years before the birth of Cbrijl, ■invaded this country. ^ What character does he give of the inhabitants ? A. He fays, that thofe who lived in the maritime pro- vinces underftood the art of tillage and agriculture; but that thofe who lived in the inland parts, fupported them- felves entirely by pafturage and hunting; that they were •cloathed with the fitins of beafts, dwelt in huts, and were, in every refpeft, a very rude and barbarous people. ijh What kind of government prevailed among them ? A. They were divided into a number of petty indepen- dent ftates, governed by their refpeflive princes, who, ne- verthelefs, on any great emergency, united for their com- mon defence, under one leader. 
^ What kind of religion did they profefs ? C 2 A. The 
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A. The Druidical, the moral precepts of which tycre not very exceptionable; but the ceremonies were altogether abominable, particularly that of human facrifices, which it enjoined. What reception did Ctrfar meet with, on his invafton of this ifland ? A. The natives at firft made fome refiftance ; but being defeated in jfeveral ikirmifhes, they were at laft obliged to fubmit, and to promife hoflages for their good be- haviour. Did they keep this promife ? 
A. No ; upon which Cafar invaded them a fecond time, and again compelled them to make the like fubmiffions. Did that great general eltabliih the Roman authority 

in this ifland ? A, Not thoroughly; nor, indeed, can it be faid to have been fully eftablilhed till above a hundred years after; for, though feveral of the Roman emperors fent their generals into this country, where they always triumphed over the inhabitants, yet it wa% not till the year of Chrijl 78, that it was finally reduced, by Julius Agricola, into the form of a R mm province. How long did it continue in this fiate ? A. Near four hundred years; during which, however, nothing very material happened, except that the Romans . built two walls, or ramparts; the one called Agricola's, or Antoninus's wall, between the friths of Clyde and Faith; the other, called Adrian s, or Several's wall, between the Tyne and the frith of Solway. The defign of thefe ramparts was to prevent the incurfions of the Pidis and Scots, who in- habited the northern parts of the ifland ; and who, as they never were fubjedted to the yoke, made frequent inroads into the more fouthern parts of the country. Was not a dangerous infurrreftion raifed againil the Roman government ? A. Yes; but this event happened before the ifland was properly reduced into the form of a Roman province. .i?. What gave occafion to this infurredtion ? A. Boadicea, a Britijlo queen, having been cruelly treat- ed, and even fcourged like a flave, by order of the Roman governor, and the chafitty of her two daughters having been like wife 
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likewife violated, fhe, in conjundtion with the Druids, in- flamed the minds of the natives to fuch a degree of fury, that they fuddenly rofe like one man, and maffacred about feventy thoufand Romans and other ftrangers. Was not this cruelty feverely revenged ? J. Yes: Suetonius, the Roman general, who, during the infurreftion, had been abfent in the ifland of Anglfey, was no fooner returned, than with an army not exceeding ten thoufand men, he attacked the Britons, who amounted to two hundred and thirty thoufand, and after killing about eighty thoufand of them, he entirely difeomfited the reft. Boadiaa herfelf, rather than fall into the hands of the con- queror, is'faid to have put an end to her own life by pOifon. Why did the Romans, after having been fo long fettled in this ifland, finally abandon it ? A. They were obliged to recall their forces in order to defend the more fouthern parts of the empire, againft the inroads of the Huns, Goths, Vandals, and otjier barbarous nations, who, about this time, attacked, and, in the end, entirely fubdued it. Were not the Britons over-joyed at their departure, and the unexpe&ed recovery of their ancient liberty ? A. So far from it, that they confidered this event, as one of the greateft calamities, that could poflibly have befallen them. ^ What was the caufe of thefe daflardly fentiments ? A. They had enjoyed fuch a long and profound tranqui- lity under the Roman government, that they hail, in a great meafure, forgot the ufe of arms, and were altogether un- able to defend themfelves againft their more hardy and warlike neighbours, the PiBsuni Scots, who, immediately, upon the recall of the Roman forces, invaded the foutherri parts of the ifland. 4^ What ftep did the Britons take in this defperate ex- tremity ? A. They had recourfe to the proteflion of the Fcmans, and implored their ajEftance in the moft fuppliant terms. One of their addrefles, in .particular, was inlcribed, Fhe groans of the Britons, and contained the following deferip- tion of their mifery : the barbarians, fay they, on the one hand, chafe us into the fca ; the fea, on the other, throw's us C 3 back 
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Sized upon the barbarians ; and <we have only the hard (hoiec left us, of perijhing by thefword, or by the •■waves. Did the Romans comply with this requeft ? A. They fent them alliftance two feveral times, and ef- fectually checked the incurfions of the enemy ; but at laft they told them, that, as they were now their own mailers, they ought to arm in their own defence, and proteft, by their valour, that independence, which they had received from their anceftors. Did they follow this advice ? A. No : afiuated by their own fears, and induced by the councils of Vortigtm, their leader, they fent a deputation to the Saxons in Germanyt to come over to their affidance. 

CHAP. XIV. 
0/ the Saxons. 

T 7 H O were the Saxons ? 
V V A. One of the molt powerful and warlike people in Germany, who, by force of arms, had made themfelves mailers of all the fea-coaft, from the mouth of the Rhine to 'Jutland. C?. From whom were they defcended ? A. It is impoffible to trace their hiflory any higher than this very period, fince two of their chief leaders, Hengijl and Horfa, were reputed to be the great grandfons of Woden, their god of war; whence it appears, that the preceding part of their hiflory muit be involved in fable and ob- fcurity. if What was the character of the Saxons ? 

A. They were, like all the other northern nations of 'Europe at that time, a very ignorant and barbarous people. Sf What was the nature of their government f A. It was certainly of a free nature, though ftill with a a king, or rather a general, at its head; but he was not allowed to take any ftep of importance, without the confent of his people, or, at leail, of his great men. What kind of religion did they profcls ? A. A 
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A. A fpecies of heathenifm, and one too of the moft barbarous fort; of the particulars of which we know little more, than that they worlhipped certain itrange deities, from whofe names, the appellations which we now give to the days of the week, are evidently borrowed. The two firft days of the week were dedicated to the fun and moon ; the third to Tuifco', the fourth to Woden, the god of war; the fifth to Thor, the god of thunder; the fixth to Friga, or Frara, the goddefs of pleafure; and the feventh to Crodo, or Sealer. What were their notions of a future Hate ? A. As valour was the quality which they chiefly efteemed, all their notions of a future ftate were calculated to infpire them with that virtue. They believed that the fouls of thofe, who died in battle, would be admitted into the hall of Woden, and repofing on couches, would fatiate them- felves with ale from the (kulls of their enemies; whereas, the fouls of thofe, who died a natural death, would be con- veyed into the infernal regions, and would there be tor- mented with hunger, third, and every other kind of evil. ^ Did the Saxons comply with the requeft of the Britons? A. They did ; and coming over, to the number of fix- teen hundred men, under two of their leaders, Hen gift and F'orfa, they foon repulfed the Picis and Scots, and reftored the tranquillity of the fouthern part of the country. ^ How long did they continue to behave in this friendly manner ? A. But a very (hort time ; for perceiving with what eafe they might conquer the Bri.'ons themfeives, and efreft a 

fettlement in the ifland, they called over about five thoufand more of their countrymen, and entering into an alliance with the Psfls, turned their arms againft thofe very perfons, whom they had come to defend. 
4J. Were not the Britons enraged at this peifidious conduft ? A. They were ; and taking up arms in their own de- fence, endeavoured, for a long time, and at firil not alto- gether without fuccefs, to defeat the defigns of their trea- cherous allies; but the Saxons being continually re-inforced with frefh fupplies from their own country, were at laft able, though not till after a firuggle of near one hun- dred and fifty years, to make themfelvcs mailers of the 

C 4 whole 
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whole kingdom ; the few Britons that remained being eithei' obliged to fubmit to the conquerors, to take refuge in the barren mountains of Cornavallatid Wales, or to fly into foreign countries; where fome of them fettling in the province of Armorica, gave to that diftrict the name of Brittany, which it Hill retains. ^ Were not the Saxons likewife called Angles ? A. Yes; and hence is derived the name of England, by which the kingdom is flill diftinguilhed. 

CHAP. XV. 
Of the Heptarchy. 

<£. t T 7 H AT form of government did the Saxons 
YV Wift* upon their obtaining poflefiion of Eng- land ? A. As they came over at different times, and under diffe- rent leaders, each chieftain aflumed a fovereign power, and ereded his conquefts into an independent kingdom. How many of thefe kingdoms were there. A Seven, viz. Kent, Noi-thumberland, Eajl-Anglia, Mer- cia, EJJex, Sujfex, and Wtjftx, compofing, in all, what is ufually termed the Saxon heptarchy. How long did this heptarchy continue ? A. About two hundred and fifty years. ^ What events happened during that period ? A. None of any great importance, except that the Chri- ' fiian religion was introduced among the Saxons, who had hitherto remained heathens. ijh Had not the Britons embraced Chrijlianity before the arrival of the Saxons ? A. Yes ; and that too, according to the moft probable opinion, as early as the time of the apoftles; but the Britijh race being now almoit entirely extirpated, the Cbiijlian religion had fhared the fame fate. In what year were the Saxons converted to Chrijlianity ? A. About the year 600, by one Augufline, a Roman monk, who was afterwards confecrated archbifhop of Can- terbury. ^ Ip 
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^ In which of the feven kingdoms was the Chriftian religion firft embraced ? . .4. In Kent, the fovereigri of which had married Bertha^ the king of Paris's daughter; and as (he was a ChrifUan, this circumftance contributed greatly to facilitate the work. What put an end to the Saxon heptarchy ? A. The relllefs ambition of the different princes, fevfcral of whom endeavoured, in their turn, to obtain the fupreme authority of the whole, and this was at laft, though not without difficulty, acquired by Egbert, fovereign of the Weft Saxons, who having fnbdued fucceffively all the other kingdoms, united them happily into one great monarchy, and thus became properly the firft king of England. £>. When did this great event happen ? A. In 827. Had not Egbert diftinguifhed himfelf before this period ? A. Yes; and therefore it will be neceffary to begi* his hiftory at the year 8co. 

Cs C H A P. 
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CHAP. XVL 
SAXON KINGS. 
e r t, the firjl King of England. 

From the Year 800 to 838. 
Fopa* Lbc III. 6 Stephen V. 8,6 Paschal I. 817 Eucenius IL 824 Valentine I. 827 Gregory IV. g28 Emperors of the Eaft. Irene, Emprefs 797 

Nicephoros I. 802 Michael I. gi, Leo V. 8*3 

Michael II. 
Theophilus I. 820 829 
Emperors of the Weft, and Kings of France. 
Charlemagne 8bo Lewis I. 814 

Kings of Scotland. Achaius 792 ConGALLUS III. 824 Dongallus 829 Alfinus 834 
/FIOSE Ion was Egbert ? V V A. The Ton of Alcmund, prandfon 0f Eopba, ne- phew to /««, king of Wrffex, by his brother Ingild-, and as tha royal families had become extindt in all the other 

kingdoms of the heptarchy, Egbert was thus the foie defcen- 
« 0[xru°fe iX™ a^venturers, who fir ft fubdued Britain, fe. Where did he pafs the earlier part of his life ? 
"■ J the court of Gharlemagne, king of France, whither he had retired to quiet the fufpicions of Bit brio, who now fat on the throne of Wefex* and who had conceived a vio- lent jealoufy of him, as well on account of his diftinguifhed merit and great popularity, as becaufe he feemed to poflefs, by birth, a better title to thecrown. 
If How long did he continue in that court ? A. About twelve years, during which he was treated with great d.llinaion, and accompanied Cbarlemagnem his 

journey to Franck fort, and afterwards to Rome, where the 
imperial 
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imperial crown was fet, by pope Leo III. on that monarch’s head. When did he return to England. A. In the year 800, immediately after the death of Bithric, who having, unknowingly, drank a cup of poifon, which his abandoned queen had prepared for another per- fon, was fuddenly carried off; and thus left a vacancy in the throne. How was Egbert received by his countrymen ? A. With the greateft demonftrations of joy, and inftantly placed upon the throne of his anceftors. What Heps did he take upon his advancement to the throne ? A. He firft attacked the Britons of Cornwall, whom he defeated in feveral engagements. He then turned his arms againft the Mercians, who had entered his dominions, and who, coming to a battle, were totally routed, with the lofs of their king, and the beft part of their army. Encouraged by this fuccefs, he invaded Kent, EJfex, and Eaft-Anglia, all of which he reduced with little or no difficulty. The kingdom of SuJJex had already been incorporated with that of Weffex. The Northumbrians, weakened by inteftine di- vifions, were little able to oppofe fuch a conqueror; and accordingly, on his approach to their frontiers, they fent him deputies, promifingfubmiffion. And thus were united into one great monarchy, all the kingdoms of the heptar- chy, which Egbert ordered fhould be thenceforth diflin- guilhed by the common name of England. SL Did Egbert meet with any dilturbance during the re- 
maining part of his reign ? A. None from his own fubjefts. The Danes, indeed, made three feveral defeents upon Englandy one in 832, another the year following, and a third five years after that. In the two firft: of thefe invafions, they met with fome fuc- eefs ; but in the laft, they were attacked by a numerous army, and repulfed to their (hips with terrible {laughter. Had not the Danes appeared in England before the reign of A. Yes; firft in the year 787, afterwards in 794; but thefe were inconfiderable attempts in comparifon of the in- vafions, which they now made, and ftill more of thofe, which they made in the fequeh ^.„Who 
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Who were the Danes ? A. They feem to have been a mixture of different nations, though agreeing in language, religion, and cuftoms, inha- biting the countries of Jutland, Sweden, Denmark, and Nor- way, from whence they ufed to commit depredations on the fea coafts of France, as well as of England. How long did Egbert reign ? A. Thirty-feven years over WeJJex, and ten and upward* over all England. He died in 838, and left his dominions to his fon Ethelwolf. 
What is his charafler ? A. His reducing the heptarchy into one monarchy, fhews him to have been dn accomplifhed warrior; and his main- taining, during his whole reign, domeitic peace and tran- quility in his kingdom, bef'peaks him a no lefs excellent 

ppliticiaa. 

E t h e l w a l f, IL King of England. 
From 838 to 857. 

Popes. Gregory IV. 828 Sergius II. 844 Leo IV. 847 Benedict III. 855 Emperors of the Eaft. Theophilus I. 822 Michael III. 842 

Emperors of the Weft, and Kings France. Lewis I. 814 Lothaire 840 Lewis II. 85<7 Kings of Scotland. Alpinus 834 Kenneth II. 839 
WHAT was the firft aft a£ Ethehvolf’s reign ? A. He divided his dominions, and bellowed the fo- vereignty of one part of them upon his eldeft fon. At h elf an. Was not this an impolitic ftep ? A. Moft certainly; and would probably have been at- tended with great inconveniences, had not the continual alarm, in which the kingdom was held by the Danijh in- vafions, prevented all domeftic diflenfion. ^ Did thefe freebooters ftill continue to infeft the kingdom ? 2 A. Vest 
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A. Yes: they invaded it feveral times in the courfe of this reign, and committed every where the moft terrible ravages. In one of their defcents, in particular, they laid wafte the beft part of the province of Mercia, and burned tire cities of London and Canterbury. Did they meet with no oppofition ? A. Yes: they were frequently defeated with very great flaughter, fometimes by the governors of the different counties, twice by Ethe/'wolfhlmklf in perfon, and once by his fon Athelfian, atfea. But, notwithftanding thefe Ioffes, they commonly gained the point they had in view, which 

feems at firft to have been no more than to plunder the country, and carry off the fpoil. At lad, however, en- couraged by fuccefs, and tempted by the richnefs of the foil, and the mildnefs of the climate, they refolved to effedt a fettlement in England-, and, accordingly, they aftually took up their quarters, firft in the ifle of Thanet, and after- wards in that of Sbepfey, where they continued to refide during the whole remaining part of this reign. ijh Did Ethekuolf perform no other memorable aflion ? A. He made, in 854, a journey to Rome, accompanied by his fourth and favourite fon, Alfred, who was then only fix years of age, and who, on his arrival in that city, was 
crowned by the hands of pope Leo IV. What was his motive in undertaking this journey ? A. He probably undertook it from a principle of de- votion, which, he expreffed in a manner extremely in- confiftent with the intereft of his kingdom ; for, befides making a perpetual grant of three hundred marks a year, to fupport the lamps of St. Peter and St. Paul, and affift in fupplying the neceflities of the pope, he agreed to fubjedt his whole kingdom to the intolerable load of Rome-fcot, or Peter's-pence; a grievous tax, which continued to be raifed in England, from this period, to the time of the reformation.. Was this the only proof he gave of his regard for religion ? A. No; he gave a much more folid and fubftantial proof, and one attended with much better confequences; foi^ by a formal charter, he beftowed the tyth.es upon his own clergy? 

How 
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Q. How long did Ethelzvelf reign ? Between nineteen and twenty years. He died in 

857- How often was he married ? 4. Twice : firft to OJburg, an Englijh princefs; and af- terwards to Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald. How many children had he ? A. None by his laft queen : by his firfl confort, he had five fons, and one daughter, viz. Atheljlan, who died be- fore him ; Ethelbald, Ethelhert, Ethelred, and Alfred, all of whom, in their turns, fucceeded him on the throne. His daughter is faid to have been married to Butkred, governor, or, as fome call him, king of Mercia ; for it is to be ob- ferved, that the governors of fome of the provinces were ftill allowed to retain the title of king. 4?. What is the charafter of this prince ? A. He was certainly poffefled of many virtues, particu- larly of piety, which, however, feems, in fome inftances, to have degenerated into fuperftition. 

Ethelbald and Ethelbert, 
making jointly the IIId King ^ England. 

From 857 to 866- 
Popes, Benedict III. Nicholas I. 

Emperor of the Weil, an A 855 King of France. 858 Lewis If. 855 Kings of Scotland. Emperor of the Fail. Kenneth II. 839 Michael III. 842 Donald V. 859 
Constantine II. £65 

&\T 7 H ° fuccceded Ithehootf? 
V V His two eldeil fons, Ethellald and Ethelhtrt% between whom, agreeable to their father’s will, the king- dom was divided. 4?. What is the charafter of thefe princes ? A. The latter was a wife and virtuous prince, and en- joyed, during his whole reign, the efteem and affeftion of 

hi* 
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his fubje&s. 7’he former was of a profligate and aban- doned charatter, and by marrying Judith, his mother-in- law, (whom, however, he foon after, divorced) encreafed ftill farther the popular hatred againil him. !tK How long did Ethelbald reign ? Two years only ; and, upon his death, his brother fucceeded to the government of the whole kingdom. ^ Did this prince perform any aftion worthy of notice ? J. He obtained a complete vidlory over the Danes, who had invaded his dominions and burned Winchefter, Had either of thefe princes any children ? A. Ethelbald had none : Ethelbert had two fons, Adhelm and Ethelnuard; but notwithftanding this circumftance, Ethelred, his brother, fucceeded him on the throne. 

Ethelred, IVth King of England, 
From 866to>87r. 

Popes. Nicholas I. 8^8 Adrian II. 867 Emperors of the Eaft. Michael III. 842 Basilius I. 867 

Emperor of the Weft, and King of France. 
Lewis II. 855 

King of Scotland. Constantine II. 865 
HEN did EthelrecL begin his reign ? ' In 866. By what events was it diftinguiflied ? A. The Daw ftill continued their invafions, committing every where the moft cruel ravages ; and inftead of con- fining their quarters, as formerly, to the iflesof and. Shepey, they efFe&ed a fettlement in the very heart of the kingdom. How were they able to accomplilh this point ? A. Partly by the number and valour of their forces, partly by the treachery of fome Englijh noblemen. 

Which of the Englijh nobility were guilty of this crime ? 
A. One 
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A. One Bruen-Bocard, in particular, who, it muft be confeffed, had great caufe of complaint, his wife having been barbaroufly raviihed by OJlert, king or governor of Northumberland. Enraged at this injury, which he confi- dered as irreparable, he made a voyage to Denmark, per- fuaded the king of that country to undertake the conqueft of England, promifed to affitl him with all his intereft, and, on the arrival of the Danijh forces, ufed every endeavour to forward their defign. ^ Did not the Danes meet with a flout refiflance ? A. They were vigoroufly oppofed by Ethelred, and his gallant brother Alfred, who immediately aflembled an army, attacked the enemy in every quarter, obtained feveral vidlories over them, but were not able, by their utmofl: efforts, to expel them entirely the kingdom. Where did the Danes ellablilh their quarters ? A. In Northumberland, Eafl-Anglia, and Mercia, a great part of which they had aftually fubdued. Q What is the charafter of Ethelrcd? A. He was endued with many virtues, particularly with piety and valour ; of the former of which he gave a remark- able inftance; for being, one day, -employed in the exercife of religion, and being, at the fame time, informed, that his brother was attacked by thq Danes, he refufed to march to his afliftance, till the prayers fhould be finifhed. The latter is apparent from the noble defence he made againft the enemy, and the many battles which he fought with them ; in one of which, he received a wound, w'hich put a period to his life, in the fifth year of his reign. ^ Had he any children ? A. He is faid to have had feveral; but none of them are particularly mentioned, except one, whole name w'as Alfred, and who was great grandfather to Ethelward the hiftcrian. 

A t r r e p, 
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Alfred, furmmed the Great, V* King of 
England. 

From 871 to 901. 
Popes. Adrian II. 867 John VIII. 872 Martin II. 882 Adrian III. 884 Stephen VI. 885 Formosus 891 Boniface VI. 896 Stephen VII. 897 Romanus 897 Theodore II. 898 John IX. 898 Benedict IV. 900 Emperors of the Ball. Basilius I. 867 

Leo VI. 886 Emperors of the Weft, and Kings of France. Lewis II. 855 Charles II. 8/3 Charles III. 880 Arnold 888 Lewis III. 899 
Kings of Scotland. 

Constantine II. 865 Ethus 878 Gregory 880 Donald VI. 898 

Y whom was Ethelred fucceeded ? |J A. By his brother Alfred, who afcended the throne in 871. Did this prince perform any memorable actions ? A. More, undoubtedly, than any of his predeceiTors; and even, perhaps, than any of his fucceffors. ^ What were the moft remarkable ? A. The Danes having invaded his dominions, with much greater numbers and fury than ever, he marched againft them at the head of his army; and though he was not able to put them to a total rout, he yet committed fuch ha- vock among them, that they were glad to engage, by a folemn promife, immediately to depart the kingdom. Did they keep their word ? A. Inftead of that, they fuddenly turned off into another part of the country, which they ravaged with fire and (word ; and being now reinforced by frelh numbers of their countrymen, which came over under three of their princes, 
Guthrum, 
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Guthrum, Ofcitel, and Amund, they threatened the kingdom with a total fubjeftion. ^ Did not Alfred continue to oppofe them with hi* ufual vigour ? A. He did, and in one year fought eight confiderable battles againft them ; but the enemy being flill farther re- inforced, and having reduced Chippenham, one of the chief towns of the Wejl-Saxons, the Englijh were feized with a general difpondence, and, almoft to a man, defected their iovereign. ^ W hat did Alfred do in this defperate extremity ? A. He fidt concealed himftlf in the houfe of a neat- herd ; and afterwards coliefling a few of his followers, took up his quarters in the ifle of Aikelney, where he remained during a whole twelvemonth. ^ What encouraged him to leave this retreat? A. The bravery of Oddune, earl of Dt'venjhire, who having been beiieged by a party of the Danes, in his caftle of Kenixith, fallied out upon the enemy, killed Huh ha, their general, put the greateft part of them to the fword, and took their famous reafen, or enchanted ftandard. What Hep did Alfred take upon the news of this viftory ? A. He ordered the moll confiderable of his fubjefts, to meet him by a certain time, on the borders of Se/woodforelf, and having firft examined the camp of the enemy, in the habit of a harper, he marched inftantly againlt them ; and attacking them unawares, in the neighbourhood of Edding- ton, he committed fuch terrible flaughter upon them, that the furvivors were glad to agree to the alterna it e, of either abandoning the kingdom, or embracing Chrifiianity. This event happened in 878. ^ Did any of them accept the latter condition ? A. Yes; Gutbrum and his army, who were immediately baptized, and fettled in the provinces of Northumberland and Eafl-Anglia. Did the Danes return any more to England during this reign ? A. Yes, about the year 893, under the command of their famous general, Hafttngs ; but after making defeents upon different parts of the coaft, and committing many outrages. 
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outrages, they were, at : ntirely expelled the king- dom. ^ Were Alfred's gre- t '.clions merely of a military nature ? A. No; his civil inftitutions are no lefs remarkable^ and are even, perhaps, more worthy of praife. 

What were the moft diftinguilhed of thefe ? A. He divided the kingdom into counties, hundreds, and tythings; regulated the method of parliamentary pro- ceedings ; compofed an excellent body of laws; inftituted, or at lead reformed juries, and extended their power to civil, as well as criminal caufes. In a word, he is generally, ar i juftly confidered as the great founder of the EngUJb conflitution. Was not Alfred an encourager of learning ? A. Yes; witnefs his founding, oral lead repairing the univerfity of Oxford-, and inviting to his court the moft learned men from all countries, and bellowing upon them handfome penfions. ^ Did not he himfelf make confiderable progrefs in learning ? A. Yes; for, befides compofing feveral original works, he tranflated the paftoral of Gregory I. Boethius concerning the confolation of philofophy, and Bede's ecclefialtical hiftory. In what year did he die ? A. In 901, being the thirtieth year ofhis reign/and the 
fifty-fecond of his age. What is his charadler ? A. As a warrior, legillator, politician, and patron of learning, he was never excelled, and perhaps never equalled by any king of this, or of any other nation. Had Alfred any children ? A. Three fons and three daughters. His eldeft fon, Edmund, died before him; his fecond fon, Edward, fuc- ceeded him on the throne; and his third fon, Ethelward, devoted himfelf to the purfuits of literature. His eldeft daughter was married to the earl of Mercia; his fecond to the count of Flanders; and the third was an abbefs. 

E D WA R ft 
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Edward the Elder^ VIth King of England. 
From 901 to 925. 

Popes. Benedict IV. 900 Leo V. 905 Christopher 905 Sergius III. 906 Anastasius III. 910 Landon 912 John X. 913 
Emperors of the Ball. Leo VI. SS5 Alexander II. 911 Constant. Porph. 912 

Emperors of the Weft. Lewis III. 899 Conrad I. 912 Henry I. 919 
Kings of France. 

Charles IV. 898 RobertI. 922 Rodolph I. 923 
Kings of Scotland. Donald VI. 898 Constantine III. 909 

QX T 7 H Y had Edward the furname of Elder ? 
h VV d. Becaufe he was the firft of that name, who fat upon the Englijh throne. 47 What were the qualities of this prince ? A. He was equal to his father in courage, conduct, and every other military virtue; but greatly inferior in know- ledge and learning. What were the chief tranfattions of his reign ? A. His coufin-german, Ethclwald, fon to'king Ethelbert, the elder brother of Alfred, having laid claim to the throne; and having, in order to fupport his pretenfions, put him- felf at the head of a ftrong body of freebooters, whom he had brought from Normandy, as well as of the Danes of Northumberland, who had chofen him their king; Edward immediately marched out againft Rim, and coming up with him in the neighbourhood of Bury, a battle was fought with great obftinacy, in which, though the enemy were able to keep the field, they gained that advantage by the lofs of Ethelwald, and of the greateft part of their officers, who were killed upon the fpot. 4?. Did Edward perform no other memorable adtion ? 

A. Fie 
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A. He obliged ConJIantine III. king of Scotland, to fue to him for peace ; compelled the Wcljh, who had revolted, to return to their alleeiance ; united to his crown the king- doms of Northumberland and Eafi-Anglia, which had hi- therto affefted a kind of independence ; and is faid to have founded the univerfity of Cambridge, in the year 915. Was not he afiilled in his warlike enterprizes by one of his fillers ? A. Yes, by his gallant filler, Elflida, who fought many battles, and obtained many viflories ; and of whom it is reported, that having undergone a very difficult and dan- gerous labour, Ihe refufed afterwards all commerce with her hulband ; and renouncing the ufual employments of her fex, devoted herfeif entirely to the exercife of arms. How long did Edward reign ? A. Twenty-four years, and died in 92;. Had he any children ? A. By his firll wife, Eljlida, he had two fons, EthelwaJd and Edwin; and fix daughters, two of whom lived Angle, and the other four were married ; the firll to Charles the Simple, the fecond to Hugh the Great, father to Hugh Capet, king of France, the third to the emperor Otho, and the fourth to a German duke. By his fecond wife, Edgiva, he had likewife two fons, Edmund and Edred, who afterwards feigned ; and two daughters, the elded of whom was a nun, and the other married to Lewis, prince of Guienne. He had alfo, by Egwina, the daughter of a Ihepherd, a natural fon, named Atbeljian, who immediately fucceeded him on the throne. 

At H E L* 
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Athelstan, VIIth King 0/England. 
From 925 to 941. 

Popes. John X. Leo VI. Stephen VIII. John XI. Leo VII. Stephen IX. Emperor of the Eaft, Constant. Porph. 91 

9i3 928 929 
931 

936 
939 

Emperors of the Weft. Henry I. 912 Otho I. 936 
Kings of France. Rodolph I. 923 Lewis IV. 936 

King of Scotland. Constantine III. 909 
^.T TO W came Athenian, who was only a natural Ton XX of Edward, to fucceed him on the throne, in pre- ference to his legitimate children ? A. Becaufe none of thefe were of a proper age, or capa- city, for managing the weighty affairs of government; and Athelfan was fuppofed to be poffelfed of every v irtue, which could qualify him for the difcharge of that important truft. Did his future conduft juftify this favourable opinion ? A. Yes; he proved one of the beft and moft accompliftied princes, that ever fat upon the EngUJh throne. What great adtions did he perform ? A. He fupprefied an infufredtion, which was raifed in Northumberland, by Anlaf and Godfred, the two fons of Si- thric, late king, or governor, of that province. He marched into Scotland, at the head of a numerous army, and compelled Confiantine, king of that country, who had given protedlion to Anlaf, to fue for peace, in the moft fuppliant terms. He afterwards defeated, in the neigh- bourhood of Brunjbury, the fame Confantine, together with Anlaf, and feveral Weljh and Danijh princes, who had made an irruption into England, and moft of whom perifhed in the adlion. This vidtory was chiefly afcribed to the bravery of Turketul, the Enghjh chancellor. Did he perform any other memorable adtions ? 

A. He 
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A. He a/Forded protedlion to queen Edgiva, his fifter, wife to Charles the Simple, king of France, who had fled to his court, with her young fon Lewis, in order to fecure him from the cruelty of Rodolph, the ufurper; and upon the death of this laft, he contributed greatly to the reftora- tion of Lewis, who, on account of his being educated be- yond fea, was ufually diftinguiihed by the furname of Outre Mare, or TJltre Marine, In this reign, is faid to have lived Guy of Warwick, who overcame Colbrand, the famous Danijh giant; but this ftory, though particularly related by feme hiltorians, is not mentioned by any author of credit. ^ In what year did Atheljlan die ? A. In 941, after a reign of fixteen years; and having no children, was fucceeded by his brother Edmund. 

Edmund, VIirh King of England. 
From 941 to 946. 

Topes, Emperor of the Weft. Stephen IX. 939 Otho L 936 Martin III. 943 King of Etxcizs, Lewis IV. 936 Emperor of the Eaft. King of Scotland. Constant. Porph. 912 Constantine III. 909 
H A T is the chara&er of Edmund? 

W A. He was equally diftinguiihed for his civil and his military abilities. ^ What proof did he give of the former? A. Befides reducing into a more regular fyftem the law* of his predeceflfors, he enadted many nevfc ones of his own. In his reign, robbery was firft puniftied with death. In what ioftances did his military talentslappear ? A. He defeated the Northumbrians, who had revolted, and reduced them to their former allegiance. He likewife conquered Cumberland from the Britons, and bellowed it on Malcolm, king of Scotland, on condition that he Ihould do him homage for it, and protedl the North from all future invafions of the Danes. 
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^ In what manner dk} he die ? 4. He was aflaflinated. By whom l A. By one Leaf, a notorious rebel, whom he had ba- nifhed the kingdom. <£. How did this happen ? A. While he was celebrating the feaft of Augujtine, in memory of the converfion of the Saxons, on the twenty- fixth day of May, 946, he obferved, that this ruffian had the boldnefs to enter the hail where he himfelf dined, and to fit at table with his attendants. Enraged at this infolence, he ordered him to leave the room, and, on his ref’ufing to obey, he leaped upon him, and feized him by the hair; but the wretch, puffied to extremity, fuddenly drew a dagger, and gave Edmund a wound, of which he inftantly expired. Had Edmund any children ? A. By his queen, Elgiva, he had two Tons,' E'dnvin or Edwy, and Edgar; but as they were very young, they did not immediately fucceed him on the throne. 

E d r e d, IXth King.of England. 
From 946 to 955. 

Pope. Or ho II. 953 Agapotus 946 King of France. \Et>iperor of theYLidk. Lewis IV. 936 Constant. Porph. 912 e/" Scotland. Emperors of the Well. Constantine III. 909 Otho I. 936 Malcolm I. 949 
S^WJ H O fucceeded Edmund? W A. Plis brother, Edred. What events diftinguilhed his reign? 

A. The Danes of Northumberland having revolted, he reduced them to obedience; but breaking cut, foon after, into another rebellion, and having even added treachery to rebellion, by attacking his army, while on its match home, he fuddcnly marched back into the heart of their country, ' and 



E D \V Y. 49 
and ravaging it; every where with fire fword, and effec- tually fecured it with Englijh garrifons. ^ Did the reft of his reign pafs in tranquillity i A. Yes; and this time he fpent in the exercifes of de- votion, or rather of fuperftition ; for he fometimes defeend- ed fo low, as to fuffer himfelf to be fcourged by the monks. ^ Whofe advice did he chiefly follow? A. That of Dunjlan, abbot of Glafionbury, an artful and ambitious ecdeiiaftic, who had the foie direftion of his con- dud, as well in temporal as infpiritual concerns. What ufe did Dunjlan make of his power ? A. A very bad one ; for he employed it in introducing the pradice of celibacy among the clergy ; acuftom, which, however advantageous to the church, is extremely perni- cious to civil fociety. ^ In what year did Edred i\t ? A. In 955, being the fourth year of his reign. Had he any children ? A. Yes; two fons, Bertfred and Elf red, but they did not focceed him on the throne. ^ Where was he interred ? A. In the old minfter without the city of Winchejler. His bongs, with thofe of feme other monarchs, are faid to be preferved to this day, in a gilt coffin, fixed in the wall, on the fouth fide of the choir. 

E d w y, Xth King of England. 
From 955 10959. 

Pope. John XII. 9:5 Emperor of the Eaft. Constant.PoapH. 912 Emperor of the Weft, Otho II. 953 

Kings of France, Lewis IV. 936 Lothaire I. 956 Kings of Scotland. Malcolm 1. 949 Lsdulphus 958 
WHO fucceeded Edred? A. His nephew, Edwy, eldeft fon of king Edmund. !(E When did he begin his reign ? 

D ^ In 
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A. In 955, being then about fixteen or feventeen years of age. What charafler do hiftorians give him ? A. That he was pofTeffed of the moft amiable figure, and even endued with the moft promifing virtues, and would have been the favourite of his people, had he not been engaged in a controverfy with the monks. What gave occafion to this difpute ? A. -EVovy having married a beautiful princefs of the blood royal, named Elgiva, who, though only his fecoud or third coufin, was within the degrees of confanguinity pro- hibited by the cannon law, the monks exclaimed againft him as guilty of inceft, and even obliged him to agree to a divorce. ' Were they fatisfied with this conceffion ? A. No : they feized the queen, burned her face with a red-hot iron, and banilhed her into Ireland-, and upon her venturing to return to England, they again apprehended her, and put her to death in the molt cruel manner. She is faid to have been hamftrung, and to have expired a few days after, in the moft exquifite torments. Did not Edwy refent this complication of injuries ? A. Yes; he expelled the monks from feveral of their mo- nafteries, which he beftowed upon the fecular clergy. ££. What.was the confequence of this proceeding ? A. The monks raife.d fuch a ferment in the nation, that the Mercians broke out into an open rebellion, and placing Edgar at their head, the younger brother of Ed-wy, a boy only of thirteen years of age, they foon made themfelves mailers of the greateft part of the kingdom. How did Edwy bear his misfortunes i A. He was leized with fuch a deep melancholy, as foon brought him to his grave. He died in 959, being the fifth year of his reign. Who was the principal author of all this mifchief? A. Dunjian, commonly called St. Dunftan, though very Unworthy of that title. He firft encouraged the monks in their infults on the royal authority ; and afterwards excited the people to rebel againlt their fovereign. 

4 Edgar, 
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Edgar, XIth King of England. 
From 959 to 975. 

Popes. John XII. Benedict V. John XIII. Domnus II. Benedict VI. Emperors of the Eaft. Roman us the Younger 959 Nicephorus 963 John Trimezes 569 

9SS 964 965 
572 972 

Emperor of the Weft. Or ho II. 9-3 
King of France. Loth aire 1. 956 

Kings of Scotland. Indulphus 9-8 DUFFUS 967 CuLENUS 972 
^ XT J" H O fucceeded Ednxy ? 
vj \.A1 ^ar' his brother, who, before the death of Ednxjy had obtained the fovereignty of the belt part of the kingdom. 4 

C In what year did he afcend the throne? A. In 959, being then only about fixteen years of ace. ^ What is the charafter of this prince ? A. He was certainly pofleffed of very great abilities, and governed his kingdom with admirable wiVdom. What were the moft memorable of his aftions ? A. He took fuch eftedlual meafures for fecuring his do- minions againft foreign invafions, and domeftic infurrec- tions, that his whole reign was one continued Icene of tran- quillity ; and hence he is ufually diftinguilhed by the fur- name of Pacific. 1 

■'o What were the meafures he took for this purpofe ? A. He maintained a large body of regular forces in the 
northern counties, in order to overawe the mutinous Danes; and fupported fuch a powerful, and well-appointed navy, as protected his coafts from all kind of danger. 

D>d he perform nothing elfe remarkable ? A. He inflicted fevere punifhments on fuch magiftrates as 
were guilty of corruption ; and, the better to enfure the admiiuftration of juftice, made an annual circuit through 

D 2 the 
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the different parts of his dominions. He likewife changed the tribute of the Weljb into three hundred wolves heads, and pardoned all crimes committed before a certain period, on condition the criminals fliould produce a certain number of thefe animals tongues; an expedient, which produced fuch diligence in hunting them, that the creature has been no more feen in this iflard. 4^. What fteps did he take with regard to the church? A. He obtained permillion from pope John XIII. to fummon a general council in his dominions; and in this affembly, the fecular clergy, who were accufed of many irregularities, but whofe greateft crime feems to have been their living in marriage, contrary to the pope’s orders, were deprived of their benefices, which were bellowed upon the monks. ^ Was Edgar's, private life as unexceptionable as his public conduit? A. Very far from it. It was diffolute and licentious to the lalt degree. What particulars can you mention to this purpofe ? A, He broke into a convent, carried off a nun by force, whofe name was Wilfrid, and even committed violence on her perfon. ^ Can you produce no other inflance ? A. Yes; his marriage with Elfrida was attended with circumitances, which were equally lingular and horrid in their nature. 4?. Pleafc to relate the moll material of thefe. A. Edgar, hearing that this young lady, the daughter of' Olgar, earl of Dwonfire, was univerfally reputed the j greateft beauty in the kingdom, refolved, if her charms : Ihould prove anfwerable to report, to raife her to his bed \ and throne ; and in order the more certainly to inform him- ,■ felf of the truth, he defired Ethel wold, his principal fa-j vourite, to make a vifit to the parents, and bring him an * account of their daughter’s accomplilhments. How did Etbelwold execute his commiflion ? A. Struck with the luitre of Elfrida's beauty, he refolved i to procure her in marriage for himfelf; and having, by falfe defcription of her charms, diverted the king from 

his purpofe of marrying her, he^ tometime after, obferved t® 
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to his majtfty, that though the homelinefs of her perfoti rendered her unworthy to be confort to a fovereign, her high birth and great riches muft make her an eligible match toafubjeft; and, therefore, if the king had no obje£lion, he was determined to alk her in marriage for himfelf. Did the king comply with his requell ? A. Yes; and Ethelwold was foon after married to Elfrida ; but dreading the difcovery of the artifice he had employed, he confined her Itridlly in his callle in the country, and would never allow her to appear at court. Was it poflible to keep the matter long fecret ? A, No: Edgar was foon informed of the truth; and having paid Etheluuold a. vifit at his cafile, was fo enchanted with the beauty of Elfrida, who, notwithllandihg her huf- band’s entreaties to the contrary, ufed every art to fet off her charms, that he inftantly refolved to take vengeance on his favourite. For this purpofe, he drew him, under pre- tence of hunting, into a neighbouring wood, where hav- ing flabbed him with his own hand, he foon after publickly married Elfrida. The lady herfelf, to expiate the crime, of which Ihe had been guilty, in contributing, in fome mea- fure, to her hulband’s death, eftablilhed on the fpot, where his blood was fpilt, a fociety of nuns, to pray for his foul. ^ When did Edgar die ? A. 10975, being the feventeenth year of his reign, and the thirty-third of his age ? Had he any children ? A. By his firft wife, the daughter of earl Ordmer, he had a fon, named Edward, who fucceeded him on the throne; and by his fecond wife, Elfrida, he had a fon, called Ethclred, who fucceeded to Edward. He had like- wife, by the nun Wilfrid, a natural daughter, whofe name was Edit ha, and who is greatly extolled on account of piety. 

Edward 
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Edward/^ Martyry XIIth King 0/England. 
From 975 to 978. 

Popes. King of France. Benedict VII. 97; Lothaire I. 056 Emperor of the Eaft. Basilius II. 975 Kings of Scotland. Emperor of the Weft. Cuj,enus 973 OthoII. 953 Kenneth III. 977 
^TTr H O fucceeded Edgar ? W A. His eldeit fon, Edward, who began his reign in 975, being then in the fifteenth year of his age. Did he fucceed without oppofuion ? A. No : a ftrong party was formed againft him, by the intrigues of his flep mother, the fair who, under pretence that he was not legitimate, endeavoured to raife her own fon, Ethelred, to the throne; but Dunjian, and the nobility, declaring in favour of Edward's title, that prince was anointed and crowned at Kingfton. What events diftinguiflied his reign ? A. The total expulfion of the fecular clergy from the poflefiion of their benefices, and the full efiablifluncnt of the monks in the monafteries. By whofe influence was this efFefted ? A. By that of Dtmftan, who, by this time, was advanced to the fee of Canterbury. How was he able to accomplifh this point ? A. Partly by his intereft with the king and people, partly by the help of fome pious impoftures, which he was pleafed to call miracles. ^ What were the principal of thefe? A. At one time, he declared he had received an imme- diate revelation from heaven in favour of the monks; at another, he made a crucifix to fpeak to the fame purpole; and, on a third occafion, he contrived matters fa, that the floor of the hall, where the aflembly was met, funk all of a fudden, and killed fevers! of the members. EL Did 
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Q Did not the people fufpeft thefe cheats ? Whatever might be the private fentiments of a few individuals, they durll not declare them publickly? and with . regard to the people in general, they firmly believed them to be real miracles. In what manner did Iidwartt die ? ' A. He was ftabbed by the orders of his ftep-mother, £lfrtda, whofe beauty of perfon feems only to have been exceeded by the deformity of her mind. ^ How was this cruel aft committed ? A. One day, while he was hunting in Dorfetjhire, he happened to pafs near a place, called Corfe-cafile, where Elfnda refided ; and as he had always (hewn her the greateft refpeft, he thought it his duty to take this oppor- tunity of paying her a vifn. Accordingly, he rode up to the gate of the caftle, without any attendants; and while he was drinking a cup of wine, that was brought him, a ruffian, whom Elfrida had prepared for the purpofe, ftabbed him in the back. ijh What did Edward, when he found himftlf wounded ? A. He inftantly rode off at full fpeed; but fainting, in a fhort time, through lofs of blood, he fell from his faddle, his foot Ituck in the ftirrup, and he was dragged along by his unruly horfe, till he expired. His body being found, was interred at Wereham, from whence it was afterwards tranfported to Sbafte/burj, where it is faid to have performed a great many miracles; and Edward was canonized as a faint and martyr. ^ When did this cataftrophe happen ? A. In 978, being the third year of his reign. What became of Elfrida after this barbarous deed ? A. She built monafteries, and fubmitted to many pe- nances ; but, notwithftanding all her marks of contrition, whether real or affefted, fhe continued, till the day of her death, to be held in deteftation by every humane perfon. 

D 4 Ethel* 
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EthelredII. XIIIth King of England. 
From 978 to 1016. 

Popes. Benedict VII. 97; John XV. 984 John XVI. 995 Gregory V. 996 Silvester II. 999 John XVII. 1003 John XVIII. ico3 Sergius IV. 1009 Benedict VIII. 1012 Emperor if the Eaft. Basillius II. 975 Emperors of the Weft. Otho II. 953 

Otho III. 983 Henry II. 1002 
Kings of France. Lothaire 1. 956 Lewis V. 986 Hugh Capet 987 Robert II. 996 

Kings of Scotland. Kenneth III. 977 Constantine IV. 1002 
Grimus 1005 Malcolm II. 1014 

^_,TY7 H O fucceeded Edward the Martyr ? W J. His brother Ethelred, the fecond of that name, who afcended the throne in 978. 
What is the charafter of this prince ? A. He was fo lazy and indolent, that he obtained the furname of Ethelred the Unready ? 
Did he enjoy a peaceable reign ? A. No: it was continually difturbed by the invafions of the Danes, who had now, after a long interval, renewed their attempts againft this ifland. Did not they meet with a vigorous oppofition ? A. Very far from it. The Englijh were at once fo mean-fpirked and imprudent, as to purchafe a peace of them, five feveral times, with large Aims of money. The money, railed for this purpofe, was ufually diftinguifhed by the name of Danegelt. What effedl did this produce ? A. It encouraged the Danes to continue their invafions, and to impole on the country fuch intolerable exaftions, that at lait the people were "fo thoroughly enraged, that, by 
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by orders of Ethelred, they maffacred, in one day, all the Danes in England, and, among the reft, Gunilda, the king of Denmark's filler, who had married earl Paling, an Englijh- nobleman. 4>. Was not this barbarity feverely revenged ? Yes : Saveyn, king of Denmark, invaded England with a powerful army; made an entire conqueft of the kingdom ; and compelled Ethelred to fly for refuge to the court of Richard, duke of Normandy, whofe filter, Emma, he had married. ijh How long did he continue there l d. Till the death of Sawy/r, in 1014, upon which he immediately returned to England, and re-afcended the throne. Did he pofiefs it quietly during the reft of his reign J. No : Canute proved an enemy no lefs formidable than his father Scueyn, and even carried his cruelty to a llilL greater height. At one time, in particular, he cut off the hands and nofes of all the Englijh hoftagej, and in that fhocking condition, fet them alhore at Sanii-wich. ^ Did he meet with no oppofition ? A. Yes : prince Edmund, the eldeft fon of Ethelred, made head againft him with a confiderable army ; and would probably have obliged him to abandon the kingdom, had he not been bafeiy betrayed by the perfidious Edric, who deferred to Canute with a ftrong body offerees. What was the confequence of Edric's tseachery ? A. Canute fubdued the greateft part of the kingdom, and feemed likely, in a Ihort time, to become mafter of the whole; when, in 1016, death put a period to king EtheU red’s life, in the fiftieth year of his age, and the thirty- lev e nth of his reign. 4J. Had he any children ? A. By his firft wife Elgiva, he had'Edmund, who ihcceeded him ; Atheljlan, who died an infant; and Ednuy, who was afterwards murdered by order of Canute -, and three daugh- ters ; the firif, called Edgy va, married an Englijh earl, who was killed in battle; the fecond, called Edgitha, had the ill fortune to be married to the traitor Edric, duke of Mercia ; and the third, named Edgina, was efpoufed to Xjthrtdy earl of Northumberland. By his fccond wife, Emma 
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of Normandy> he had two fons, Alfred and Edward ; and a : daughter named Goda. The fons were, immediately after 1 

their father’s death, conveyed by their mother irto her ' own country. The daughter was married, firft to Walter, ! earl of Mantes, and, afterwards, to Euface, earl of Boulogne. ‘ 

Edmund, furnatned Ironfide, XIVth King of 
England. 

From 1016 to 1017. 
Pfe. King of France. Benedict VIII. 1012 Robert II. 997 Emperor of the Eaft. Basilius II. 975 King of Scotland. Emperor of the Weft. Malcolm II. 1014. Henry II. 1002 

i^YTT HO fucceeded Ethelred? W A. His eldeft fon, Edmund, who acquired the furname of Ironfde, from his great ftrength of body. He began his reign in 1016. jg. What is the charadler of this prince ? A. He was alike diftinguilhed for his courage and his condudt; and had he not been cut off in the prime of his youth, would probably have equalled, in every other refpeft, the mod illuftrious of his predeceflbrs. In what condition did he find the kingdom at his acceiliou to the throne ? A. In a moft milerable one; the greateft part of it be- ing pofleffed by Canute, king of Denmark, who, immedi- ately upon the death of Ethelred, laid fiege to London, which was almolt the only city, that had not fubmitted to the terror of his arms. S>, Did he take it ? A. No: for Edmund having defeated him in two great banks, obliged him, in a Ihort time, to raife the fiege. Soon after, he obtained a third viftory over him ; but be- ing prevented, by the counfels of the perfidious Edric, from improving his advantage, Canute was able to repair his lofs, and even to give Edmund fuch a terrible overthrow, as feemed to threaten him with utter defiiudliun. 
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cj. How did Edmund aft in this defperate extremity ? 
A. Notwithftanding the lofs he had fuffered, he foon re- affembled his broken forces, and even offered the enemy battle ; when the leading men of both armies, wearied out with the calamities of war, obliged the two kings to come to a compromife, and to divide the kingdom between them. 4^ In what manner was it divided ? A. Canute had, for his ihare, the provinces of Mercia, Eajl-Anglia, and Northumberland: the fouthern parts were left to Edmund. How long did this prince furvive the treaty ? A. But a few days, being barbaroufly murdered by the order of Edric, his brother-in-law, who fuborned two do- meftics for that purpofe, and, immediately, upon the commiffion of the faft, carried the news of it, with joy, to the Danijh king, Canute. 4J. How did Canute receive the information ? A. Though he was fhocked at the barbarity of the deed, yet, as he had further occafion for the traitor, he thought it prudent to diffemble his fentimehts, and even promifed to raife him above all the other lords of the kingdom ; a promife, indeed, which he afterwards fulfilled, though in a manner very different from what* Edric. expefted ; for he foon caufed the head of that ruffian to be publkkly cut off, and to be fixed upon one of the higheft gates in London. When did Edmund die > A. In 1917, after a reign of lefs than a year; and his death made way for the fucceffion of Canute to the govern- ment of the whole kingdom. Had any children, A. By his wife Algttha, he had two fons, Edmund and Edward, and a natural fon, whole name was Ed<wy. 

D 6 C H A P. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
DANISH KINGS. 

Canute, fur named the Great y XVth TZing of 
England. 

From 1017 to 1035. 
Pepes. Emperors of the Weft. Benedict VIII. 1012 Henry II. 1002 John XIX. 1024 Conrad II. 1024 Benedict IX. 1033 Emperors of the Eaft. Kings of France. Basilius II. 875 Robert II. 997 Constant. X. 1025 Henry I. 1031 Romanus III. 1028 Kings of Scotland. Michael IV. 1034 Malcolm II. 1014 

f? TTT H E N did Canute begin his reign ? 
W A. In 1017. What were the firft afts of his government ? jl. He had no fooner afcended the throne, than he dif- patched the Ions of Edmund Ironfede, the true heirs of the crown, to the court of his ally, the king of Swedent whom he requefted, that, on the arrival of the Englijh princes, he Ihould immediately put them to death; but that mo- narch, detefting the thought of committing fuch abafe and barbarous aftion, and being, at the fame time, afraid, by affording them protedlion, to incur the difpleafure of Canute, ordered them to be conduced to the court of Solomon, king «f Hungary. What reception did they meet with in this laft place ? A. A very favourable one : Edmund, the elder, was foon after married to Solomon's filler ; but dying without iflue, that prince gave his fifter-in-law, Agatha, daughter of the emperor, Henry II. in marriage to Edward, the younger brother ; 
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brother; and fhe bore him Edgar Atheling, Margaret, af- terwards queen of Scotland, and Cbrijiina, who retired into a convent. ^ Had Canute any wars to maintain ? A. Yes, againft the king of Sweden, whom he defeated in a great battle; as alfo againft the king of Norway, whom he expelled from his kingdom. He likewife obliged the king of Scotland to do him homage, for the lands which that prince held in England. ^ How did he employ himfelf during times of tran- quillity ? A. In regulating the civil adminiftration of his kingdom, and in repairing the cities, abbeys, and churches, which had been damaged, or demoliihed, during the late wars. , In particular, he built a fplendid church over the tomb of Edmund, king of Eaji-Anglia, who had been killed by Danes-, and, in memory of that prince, gave to the town the name of St. Edmund's bury, which it Itill retains. Did not he make a journey to Rome? A. Yes; and, during his abode there, he obtained from the pope fome confiderable privileges in favour of the Englijb fchool, eftablilhed in that city. Did not he give a remarkable proof of his piety, and good fenfe ? A. Yes: one day, while he was walking by the fea-fide, one of his courtiers, in admiration of his grandeur, ex- claimed, that he was king both of earth and fea. Upon this, Canute ordered a chair to be brought, and fitting down on the Ihore, while the tide was making, he fpoke to the fea in the following terms: “ O fea, thou art fubjedt to me, 
“ and this land is my property ; I command thee not to “ approach nearer to me, nor to prefume to wet the feet of “ thy mafter.” But as the fea, notwithftanding his orders, rofe ftill higher, and even waihed him with its waves, he turned to his courtiers, and addreffed them in thefe words: “ Let us confefs,” faid he, “ that there is no being, to “ whom the title of king of earth and fea belongs, except “ him who created them by his power, and preferves them 
“ by his goodnefs. Let us, therefore go, and acknow- “ ledge him as fuch.” •SL What did he for this purpofe f A. He 
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J. He immediately went to the abbey-church of Witr- 

eleJUr> took his diadem from his head, and with it crowned a crucifix; and could never be perfuaded to wear it for the future, but confefled himfelf unworthy of that honour. Did he always continue in this difpofition ? 4. Yes; to the end of his life, which happened in 1035, after a reign of eighteen years. What is the charafter of this prince ? A. It was fo different in the different periods of his life, that it is almoft impofiible to defcribe it. Though, in mak- ing his way to the throne, he had violated every law, hu- mane and divine, yet he had no fooner attained that dignity, than he feemed at once to change his nature, and continued, during the bell part of his reign, to govern his kingdon» with Arch juftice, equity, and prudence, as fecured him the affe&ion of his own fubjefts, and commanded the cfteem of all other nations. Had he any children ? A. Yes: by his firft wife, Alfiwcn, daughter of the earl of Hampjbire, he had two fons, Snxeyn and Harold; and by his fecond wife, Emma of Normandy, widow of king Ethel, red, he had a fon, named Hardicanute, and a daughter^ called Gunilda, who was married to the emperor, Henry IV. To Siveyn he gave Norivay, to Hardicanute Denmark, and Harold fucceeded him on the throne of England. 

Ha r o l d, furnamed Barefoot, XVIth King of 
England. 

From 1035 t0 I039' 
Pope. King of France. Benedict IX. J033 Henrt 1. 103* Emperor of the Haft. Michael IV. 1034 King of Scotland. Emperor of the Weft. Malcolm II. 1014 Conrad II. 1024 

TT 7 H E N C F, did Harold derive the name of Hare foot ? 
YV A. From his great agility in running and walking. ££. Did 
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Q. Did he fucceed to the' crown with the unanimous con- fent of the nation ? No: moft of the Englijh would have preferred Hardi- tanute, whom they confidered as their countryman j hot as the will of the late king was in favour of Harold, and his caufe was fupported by the Danes, he eaiily carried it againll 

all oppoiition. ^ Did he perform any memorable aflion ? A. None but what muft ever be held in the utmoft ab- horrence. Prince Alfred, the fon of Ethelred by his queen Emma, having come to pay him a vifit, was treacheroully feized by the king’s order, his eyes were put out, and he was thrown into prifon, where he foon after died. What were the qualities of Harold? A. Treachery and cruelty feem to have been his princi- pal qualities; and thefe rendered him fo odious to his fub- jefts, that he was on the point of being depofed, when death put a period to his life. When did this happen ? A. In 1039, in the fifth year of his reign. 

Hardicanute, XVII'h King of England, 
From 1039 to 1041. 

Tope. Benedict IX. 1033 
Emperors of the Eaft. Michael IV. i°3+ Michae.lV. 1041 

Emperor of the Weft. Henry III. 1039 King of France. Henry I. roji King of Scotland. Malcolm II. 1014 
Q.'VVT H O fucceeded Harold ? W A. His brother Hardicanute, or Canute the Hardy, who began his reign in 1039. 

What is the character of this prince ? A. He poflefled moft of the iil qualities of his brother, together with that of intemperance. He appears, however, to have been a dutiful fon, and an affedionate brother ; for he invited both Emma and Edward to his court, and treated them with great hofpitality. «>. 
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Did not prince EdiuarJ, on his arrival in England, enter an accufation againft Goodwin, duke of WeJJfex, as having been concerned in the murder of his brother Alfred? A. Yes; but that nobleman found means to efcape the danger, by prefenting a magnificent galley to the king, who immediately put a flop to the profecution. 
What were the chief tranfa£lions of Harduanute's reign ? A. Very few, and fuch as refled difgrace upon his me- mory. Pleafe to mention them ? A. He caufed the body of the late king, his brother, to be dug up, to be publickly beheaded, and thrown into the ‘Thames ; whefe.it was found by fome filhermen, and brought to the Danes, who privately interred it in the church of St. Clement, which was the Danijh burying ground. Can you give no other inftance of his cruelty ? A. Two of the colledors of his cuftoms having been murdered by the inhabitants of Worcefter, he ordered the idkc of Wejfex, and fome other noblemen, to march againft that city, to raze it to the ground, and to deftroy the inha- bitants. <?. Did they obey his orders ? A. They executed the firft part of them; but were too generous to comply with the laft. ' Of what difeafe did Hardicanute die ? A. Of a forfeit, which he got at the wedding-feaft of a Danijh nobleman ; and the Englijh were fo little afiefted by his death, that they turned it to a fubjeft of mirth, and, for a long time, diftinguilhed the anniverfary of it by the name of Hock-holiday. ijJ. In what year did this happen ? A. In 1041, being the third year of his reign. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIir. 
SAXON KINGS Rejlored. 

Edward, furnamed the ConfeJfory XVIII'^ 
King of England. 

From the Year 1041 to 1066. 
Popes. Benedict IX. 1033 Gregory VI. 1044 Clement II. 1046 Damascus II. 1048 Lto IX. 1049 Victor II. 1055 Stephen X. 1057 Nicholas II. 1059 Alexander II. 1061 Emperors of the Ball. Michael V. 1041 Constan. Monom. 1042 Theodora 1054 

Michael VI. 1056 Isaac I. 1037 Constant. XIT. 1059 Emperors of the Weft. Henry HI. 1039 Henry IV. 1056 Kings of France. Henry I. 1031 Philip I. 1060 Kings of Scotland, Malcolm II. 1014 Donald VII. 104; Duncan 1052 Malcolm III. I059 
•soT T 7 H O fucceeded 11 ardiCanute ? W A. Edmard, the youngeft fon of Ethdred, in whom the Saxon line was reftored. ^ Was he the true heir of the crown ? A. No: Edward, the fon of Edmund Ironfide, had a better title; but as he was at that time abfent from the kingdom, and the prefent opportunity behoved fpeedily to be embraced, it was thought moft prudent to overlook his claim in this critical emergence. ^ Had neither of the two laft kings any children ? A. None that are mentioned by hiltorians; and even if they had had any, fuch was the averfion which the Enghjb had conceived to the Danijh yoke, that it is more than pro- bable, they would not have allowed them to fucceed to the throne. By 
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By whofe intereft was this revolution effected ? A. By that of Goodnuin, duke of W'ejfex, one of the moft powerful noblemen that ever appeared in England. Did not he impofe fome conditions on Edward, be- fore he would employ his intereft in his favour ? A. Yes: he required him to engagb, by a folemn oath, that he would marry EcTitha, his daughter; arid Edward was forced to agree to the propofal, in fpite of his re- ludlance, to marry the daughter of a man, whom he con- fidered as the murderer of his brother, Alfred.' Every thing being thus fettled, he was crowned at Wincbtjhr, in the year 1041, being then, it is faiJ, about forty years of age. Was not his acceilion to the throne attended with fome infults and outrages againft the Danes ? A. Yes ; but with regard to the ftory of their having been all maflacred, which is mentioned by fome hiftorians, it is not fupported by any good authority, Sf Did none of the defendants of Canute endeavour to afiert their right to the crown of England? A. Sweyn, king of Norway, fitted out a powerful arma- ment for that purpofe; but a war breaking out between him and the king of Denmark, he was obliged entirely to aban- don the enterprize. ^ Did not the ambition of Goodwin and his fons threaten the kingdom with fome great difturbanced A. Yes: they a&ually rofe in arms, and afiembled a nu- merous army ; but being oppofed by a fuperior force, they were deferted by their troops, and driven into baniftiment. Neverthelefe, they were, in a little time, recalled; and Goodwin dying foon after, was fucceeded in his honours, his intereft, and eftate, by his fon Harold, who afterwards afcended the throne of England. Was not the death of Goodwin attended with fome Angular circumftances ? A. It is reported, that as he was one day at dinner with the king, that monarch laid to him, that had his brother been now alive, they would have mutually aflifted each other, and while he fpoke, he eyed the earl with a very difdainful air. ^ What reply did the earl make ? A. Knowing well that the king fufpedted him of having been concerned in his brother’s death, he took a bit of bieadl 
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tread in his hand, and faying, “ May this be the iaft “ morfel I ever fwallow, if I am any way guilty of that “ prince’s death,’’ he put it in his mouth. What was the confequence ? A. It inftantly choaked him, and left the company at a lofs to determine, whether it were owing to an apopleftic fit, or to a judgment from heaven. This incident, how- ever, is not mentioned by our beft hittorians. Is not Edward accufed of having treated his mother, queen Emma, with great feverity ? A. Yes, and not entirely without foundation ; for, hav- ing conceived a grudge againft her, on account of her mar- rying Canute, the great enemy of his family, and preferring her children by the fecond marriage to thofe Ihe had by the firft, he now ftripped her pf all her treafures, and confined her, during the remainder of her life, to a monaftery in Winchefler. But with regard to his accufing her of a parti- cipation in her fon Alfred's murder, and of a criminal corre- fpondence with the biihop of Winthejler, and alfo of her jufti- fying herfelf by the fiery ordeal, or by treading unhurt, blind- folded and barefooted,over nine burning pIough-lhares,thefe are allowed, by our moft fenfible hiftorians, to be merely the inventions of the monkilb writers. Was Edward's reign diftinguifhed by any military traniadion f A. Macbeth, a.$a:ttijb nobleman, having murdered Dun- can, his lawful fovereign, and banifhed his fon, Malcolm Kenmure, ufurped the throne of that kingdom; upon which, Siward, earl of Northumberland, marched againft that bloody tyrant, defeated and killed him in a great battle, and efta- biifhed Malcolm on the throne of his anceftors. Harold too, the fon of earl Goodwin, repulfed the Weljb, who had in- vaded the weftern borders, and purfuing them into their own country, reduced them, at lail, to fuch extremity, that they were glad to purchafe a peace of him, by prefenting him with the head of Grijfith, their prince. What did Edward do for improving the civil admi- niftration of his kingdom ? A. He collefted the laws of his predeceffors, Ethellerty loa, and Alfred, and digefted them into one body, which he Called, The Common Law of England. Q How 
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4^ How long did thefe laws continue in force ? A. ’Till the time of It Hliam the Conqueror, who, about the fifth year of his reign, introduced into England the feudal law, which was then the prevailing form of govern- ment all over Europe. 4h Did not the Englijh foon defire the reiteration of Ed- ward the Confejfor's laws ? A. Upon the acceffion of Henry I. they demanded, and were promifed, the reftoration of thefe laws; and that mo- narch, acco.dingly, granted a charter, in which he reltored t ie laws of king Edward, and abolifhed moft parts of the feudal fyltem, excepting that of military tenures, which he retained, as an amendment made by his father, though he leffened feme of the grievances of it. 4\ Were the people of England fatisf.ed vvi.h this con- ceflion ? A. Yes; till the old opprellions were renewed in the reign of king John, when the barons, and chief tenants of the crown, extorted from that prince anew charter of liberties, which was, probably, fomewhat fhort of that granted by Henry I. and yet fuller than that of Henry III. and this con- tinues to this very day to be part of the Common Law of England? Q What is the charafler of king Edward? A. He was, in general, of a mild and peaceable temper, had no great genius, and was not fubjeft to any violent paflions. The monks honoured him with the title of Saint and Confejfor ; and even aflerted, that many miracles were wrought by him, as well during his life time, as after his death. They further add, that he obferved an inviolable chaftity with his wife, Editha, and that this continence proceeded from a principle of religion ; though it is more probable, that it was owing to the hatred he had conceived againft her,- as being the daughter of a man, who had murdered his brother. ^ Have you nothing elfe remarkable to mention of this prince ? A. He was the lirft who pretended, in imitation of the French monarchs, to cure, by his touch, the difeafe called the king’s-evil; a praftice, which was continued by all his fucceflbrs, till the year 1714, when it was wilely dropped by 
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by the prefent royal family, who obferved, that as it had always been ridiculous in the eyes of men of fenfe, fo it could no longer raife the amazement even of the populace. ^ Did not he ere£l fome confiderable buildings ? A. He converted a little monaftery into a mod beautiful Cathedral, named Wejiminjler-abbey, which he endowed with rich revenues, and dedicated to St. Peter; and he there built his own fepulchre, which has fince been employed as the common burying-place of all the Englijh monarchs. He likewife built another church, which was confecrated to St Margaret, a little without the abbey. When did Edward fat*. A. On the fifth day of "January, ic66, in the fixty-fifth year of hfs age, and the twenty-fifth of his reign. He ex- pired in the room of his palace at Wejiminjler, now called the Painted chamber ; and was folemnly interred in the fe- pulchre he had built. 

Harold II. XIXth King 0/England. 
1066. 

Pope. Alexander II. 1061 Emperor of the Eaft. Constant. XII. IOS9 Emperor of the Weft. Henry IV. 1056 

King of France. Philip I. 1060 
Kmg of Scotland. Malcolm III. 1059 

Ql\\T H O fucceeded Edward? VV d. Harold, the fonof the late earl Goodwin, wh® afeended the throne in 1066. Had he any right to the crown ? A. Not even the fmalleft pretenfion. ^ How then came he to obtain it ? A. The people either beftowed it upon him, or they acquiefced in his ufurpation, after he had feized it. Who was tne true heir to the crown ? A. Edgar Atheling, the grandfon of Edmund Ironfide; but as that prince was pofteffed of but very mean abilities, and 
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and was fuppofed to be incapable of fupporting the weight cf government, his title was overlooked on the prefent occafion. Is not Edward faid to have bequeathed his crown, to William duke of Normandy ? A. It is pretended, indeed, that he made a will to that purpofe; but no proof could ever be produced that any fuch will exifted. Did not William endeavour to aflert the right, which this fuppofed will gave him ? A. Yes; and with that view, he fent ambafladors to Harold, to fummon him to refign his crown ; and, in cafe of rcfufal, to reproach him with the violation of his oath, and to declare war again!! hiip. V/hat oath had Harold taken ? A. While he was at the court of Normandy about fome other bufinefs, William had acquainted him with the will of king Edward in his favour, and obliged him to fwear, that he would fupport his pretenfions. What anfwer did ffaraW now give to the demand of the duke of Normandy? A. That he was able to defend his right againft any one who Ihould difpute it with him. i£. Was William intimidated by this anfwer ? A. No : he began to prepare for an invafion of England; and in the mean time, prevailed on 'lojlon, king Harold's brother (who having been (tripped of his employments for his numerous crimes, had, in a fit of rage, abandoned his country) to make a defcent upon that kingdom, in order to pave the way for the execution of his enterprize. What fuccefs did Tojion meet with ? A. He was repelled in his firft attempt; but retiring af- terwards to the court of Norway, he perfuaded Harold Har- fager, the king of that country, to undertake the conqueftof England-, and that prince, accordingly,embarked his army on board a fleet of five hundred (hips, with which he entered the Humber, laid wafte Yorkjhire, took the capital of that county, and was proceeding in his ravages, when, being encountered by the king of England, at the head of a numerous army, his troops were defeated, and himfelf and Tofton (lain in the aftion. Was 
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^ Was William difcouraged by thefe unpromifing cir- cuinftances ? A. No : having aflembled an army of fixty thoufand ve- teran troops, he put them on board a fleet of three thoufand fhips, and fetting fail for England, landed them without op- pofuion, on the twenty-ninth of September, at Pevenfey in Suffex, from whence he advanced to Haftings, where he efta- bliflied his quarters. What reafons did he alledge for his defeent upon England? A. His motives, he faid, were, to revenge the death of prince Alfred, brother to king Edward; to reftore Robert, archbifhop of Canterbury, to his fee; and to aflert his own right to the crown of England, which, he pretended, had been bequeathed him by Edward the Confejfor. How did Harold behave upon the news of this in- vafion ? A. He inftantly marched againft the enemy, and coming up with them at Hafiings, fought there the great and de- cifive battle, which finally determined the fate of England, and put William in pofleflion of the crown of that kingdom. Pray mention the moll remarkable circumltances of the aftion ? A. The EngUJh had taken poll on a riling ground, where they wifely refolved to Hand upon the defenfive. TheiVcr- mans, therefore, began the attack ; but met with fuch a flout and vigorous refinance, that, after a long and obftinate dif- pute, they were beginning to fall into fome diforder, when William, coming up, rellored the battle, and renewed the attack with redoubled fury. Finding, however, that, after all his efforts, the main body of the Enghjh continued ab- folutely impenetrable, he ordered his troops to make a feeming retreat, and when the Englijh, believing them routed, purfued them into the plain, the Normans turned fuddenly upon thefe laft, and repulfed them to the hill with great llaughter. The fame experiment was repeated a fe- cond time, and with the fame fuccefs ; but notwithftanding the lofs of the Englijh in thefe two encounters, a good body of them ftill kept together, and feemed even deter- mined to difpute the viflory with the enemy, till at lafi king Harold, after performing incredible feats of valour, was 
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was unfortunately killed by an arrow, and his two valiant brothers, Gurtb and Leofwin, were likewife flain. The Englijb, difpirited by the fall of thefe princes, immediately took to flight, and were hotly purfued by the victorious Normans, who committed great havock among them, till at length darknefs put an end to the carnage. To what caufe chiefly do hiftorians afcribe the defeat of the Englijh? A. Partly to the habits of luxury and idlenefs, which they had unhappily contracted during a peace of fifty years continuance, and their total negleCt of military difcipline ; partly to the refentment, which the army had conceived againll Harold, for referving to himfelf the whole plunder of the field, in the late engagement with the Danes. Q What numbers are fuppofed to have fallen on both 
fides ? A. The lofs of the Normans is faid to have amounted to about fifteen thoufand men ; that of the Englijb was much more confiderable. Was the body of king Harold found ? A. Yes, but ail disfigured with blood and wounds, and was decently interred in Waltbam-abbey, which he himfelf had founded. Had he any children ? A. By his firli wife, whofe name is not known, he had three fons, Good-win, Edmund, and Magnus. By his fecond wife, called Algitha, he had one fon, named Wolf, who was knighted by William Rufus-, and two daughters, the firft of whom, Gunilda, grew blind, and (pent her day - in a con- vent ; and the fecond married Waldemar, king of RuJJia, by whom (he had a daughter, efpoufed to Waldemar, king of Denmark. 
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NORMAN KINGS. 
CHAP. XIX. 

William, fur named the Conqueror^ XXth King 
of England. 

From 1066 to 1087. 
Popes. Alexander H. 1061 Gregory VII. 1073 Victor III. 1086 Emperors of the Eaft. Constant. XII. 1059 Romanus IV. 1068 Michael VII. 1071 NicephorusI. 1078 Alexis I. 1081 

Emperor of the Well. Henry IV. 1056 
King of France. Philip 1. 1060 

Kings of Scotland. Malcolm III. I0!i9 Donald VIII. 1068 

^ I T 7 H O S E fon was William ? V V A. Of Robert, duke of Normandy, by one of his miftrefles, named Harlotte, a ikinner’s daughter of Falaife ; whence he was, at firft, diflinguilhed by the furname of the Bafard\ but this he afterwards, upon his fubduing England, changed into that of Conqueror. Can you mention any of the particulars of this amour ? As Robert was one day taking the air on horfeback, he happened to pafs by a company of country girls, who were dancing; and was fo ftrutk with the handfome perfon, and graceful cariiage of one of them, viz. the above- 
mentioned Harlotte, that he prevailed on her to cohabit with him, and ten months after, in the year 1066, ftie was delivered of this William, of whom we are now fpeaking. ST Did William fucceed to his father’s dominions ? Jl. As Robert had no legitimate iffue, and, befides, was very fond of hi,s natural fon, he, upon fetting o.ut on a pil- grimage to Jerufalem, ia the year 1033, appointed William 

E heir 
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heir to his dominions, in cafe he fhould die on his journey; and this event a&ually happening, William fucceeded to the 
dukedom of Normandy, in 1035, being t^ien onty nine years of age, ^ Were not his dominions, during his minority, diflurb- ed, as well by foreign invafions, as domeltick infurredlions ? A. Yes: Henry I. king of France, attacked his dutchy, and the barons of Normandy, in their contention for power, raifed feveral diiturbances; but William, having arrived at the years of maturity, repulfed the former, and reduced the latter, and effe&ually eitablifhed the tranquility of his dukedom. What were the confequences of the battle of Hajlings? A. The Englijh, at firft, made fome fhow of refiflancej and, being headed hyEduoin and Morcar, Paris of Northumber- land and Mercia, they even proclaimed Edgar Atheling king; but Wilham advancing with his army towards London, and the clergy, in general, declaring in his favour, the ma- giftrates of the capital came out in a body, and prefented him with the keys of the city, in token of their fubmiflion. Did the red of England follow their example ? A. No : York and Oxford dill held out; but William, 
having reduced thefe places, punilhed the inhabitants with fuch feverity, as overawed even the mod dubborn fpirits; 
and every one thenceforth drove who ihould be drd in 
paying him homage. When was William crowned ? A. On Chrifmas-day, 1066, by Aldred, archbifhop of York, the archbifhop of Canterbury being deemed unqualified for that office, as he had received his pall from Benediil IX. who was reckoned an ufurper. Sf Did William enjoy a peaceable reign ? A. No: he was almod continually employed inTuppref- £ng the infurre&ions of his rebellious fubjedls, or repelling the attacks of her redlefs neighbours. Ef Which of his neighbours attacked him ? A. The Danes invaded England, and took the city of York; but William marching againd them, at the head of a numerous army, they were glad to abandon the king- dom, without coming to a battle. The Welfb continued, 
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as ufual, to infeft the weftern borders; but were always driven back, with confiderable lofs, into their mountains and foreits. William, king of Scots, too, made an inroad into the northern counties; but he was not only repulfed into his own country, but obliged to do homage to William for the whole kingdom of Scotlaad. ^ Did not Wiliams eldeft fon, Robert, carry on a war againft him ? A. Yes; and in the courfe of it, .many battles, or, at leaft, feirmifhes were fought; in one of which, happened to encounter with his father, who was concealed by his helmet; and as both of them were valiant, a fierce combat enfued, till at laft the young prince wounded the king in the arm, and threw him from his horfe. Calling for afiilt- ance, his fon difcovered him by his voice, and'being ftruck with remorfe for the crime he had committed, he threw himfelf at his father’s feet, and begged pardpn for his offence, which he, in fome meafure, obtained. ijk How did William govern the Englijb? A. He treated them at firfi with great lenity, and con- firmed their ancient laws and privileges ; but when he found them engaged in perpetual confpiracies againft his govern- ment, he altered his conduct, and punilhed the rebels with the utmoft feverity. <j>. What punift’.ments did he inflidt upon them ? A. He deprived fome of their eftates, put out. the eyes of others, cut off the hands and feet of feveral, and con- demned many, either to death, or to perpetual imprifon- ment. What other inftances can you give of his tyranny ? A He feized the treafures belonging to the monafteries, upon pretence that the rebels had concealed there their moft valuable effects; excluded the Englijh^ from all places of truft and profit; impofed the tenure of knight’s fer- viceupon all lands held of the crown ; and laid a tax of fix Ihillings upon every hide of land, anfwerable to the tax called Dunegelt. He deprived the Englijb, as far as he could, of all their ancient privileges, aboijihing their laws, and eftablifhing thofe of Normandy in their room. Fie di- vided the kingdom into about 700 baronies, and 60,000 knight’s fees; and beftowed all the former, either upon E z Normans, 
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Normans, or other foreign adventurers; and fuch of the Englijb, as retained their pofleflions, were content to be admitted into the fecond clafs. He laid wafte the county of Hampjhire, for the extent of thirty miles, and converted it into a habitation for wild beafts, which he called the new foreft. At the fame time, he denounced the moft fevere penalties againft thofe who Ihould prefume to hunt in any of the royal forefts; and while the killing of a man might be attoned for by a moderate fine, the killing of a deer or boar, or even of a hare, was punifhed with the lofs of the delinquent’s eyes. £5. What other hardlhips did William impofe upon the 
Engltjh ?. A. He commanded them to ufe the Norman or French tongue only, in their law proceedings; caufed the laws of the land to be tranflated into that language; and ordered it to be taught in all fchools; a prattice, which has never fince been entirely difeontinued. In a word, he governed England as a conquered country ; and it may be fafely af- firmed, that no fovereign ever ruled with a more arbitrary and defpotic fway. With regard to the corftu, or the obliging the inhabitants to put out their fires and lights, on the founding of a certain bell, this was a law, which William had previoufly eftabliOred in Normandy, and the fame cuftom prevailed in Scotland. Did William perform no generous attions ? A. He was extremely generous to all his Norman cap- tains ; for, indeed, he divided among them the greateft part of England', and his receiving into favour Edgar Athe- ting, the true heir of the crown, is mentioned by feveral hiitorians as a proof of his clemency. Had he any diCpute whh France ? A. Provoked at Philip the Firtt’s having fuccoured Del, to which he had laid fiege, and at forae railleries which that prince had thrown out againft his great belly (for he was now very corpulent) he entered France at the head of a numerous army ; and having taken Mantes, he firft plun- dered it, and then fet it on fire; but this attion colt him his life. In what manner ? 

A. E«- 
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A. Entering the place before the flames were extinguifli- ed, his horfe happened it tread on fome hot a(hes, which made him plunge with fuch violence, that William was thrown forward, and bruifed upon the pommel of the faddle to fuch a degree, that he was foon after feized with a fever, which carried him off on the 9th of September 1087 ; this being the flxty-firft year of his age, the twenty-fxrlt of hi* reign over England) and the fifty-iecond of that over Avr- mandy. Where was he interred ? A. In St'. Stephen's abbey in Caen, which he hirafelf had founded, and endowed with rich revenues. ^ What is the charafter of William ? A. Hewasaprinceof gr atcourage,capacity,andambitiofi; to the gratification of which laft, he facrificed all the diflates of juftice, and all the feelings of humanity. He was Hem and haughty in his carriage, jealous and referved in his temper; his afpedt was fevere and imperious, bis ftature tall and portly, and the compofition of his bones and mufcles £0 ftrong, that there was hardly a man of that age who could bend his bow, or handle his arms. Had he ary children ? A. Yes : by his wife, Matilda, daughter to Bald’win V. earl of Flanders, he had four fons, viz. Rolert, Richard, William, and henry ; and five daughters, viz. Cicely, abbefs o£ a monaftery in Caen ; Conjlantia, married to Alain Fer- gant, duke of Brittany ; Alice, who was contracted to Ha- rold, but died in his infancy ; Adtla, married to Stephen, earl of Blais, whofe fon of the fame name afterwards mounted the throne of England-, and Agatha, who w as be- trothed to the king of Gallicia, but died in her journey to that country. ^ Jn what manner did he divide his dominions ? A. To Robert, his eldell fon, he left Normanay and Maine-, Richard was killed by a deer in the Newforcjl ; to William he gave England; and to Henry he bequeathed nothing but his mother’s poffeffions ; but upon that prince’s complaining to him of the fmall patrimony he had received, William is faid to have comforted him with the hopes, that the domi* nions of his brothers would be one day united in his perfon ; an event which accordingly happened. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 

William II. furnamed Rufus^ XXIft King 
of England. 

From 1087 to 1100. 
Popes. Victor III. Urban II. Paschal II. 

1086 1088 io99 

Emperor of the Well. Henry IV. 1056 
King of France. Philip I. 1060 

Emperor of the Eaft. King of Scotland. Alexis I. 1081 Donald VIII. 106& 
^TT/HO fucceeded William the Conqueror ? 

VV -A- His fecond fon, William, furnamed Rufus, or Red, fiom the colour of hi? hair. * • 
& Why was his eldefi fon, Robert, excluded ? ' { yi. Becaufe he had railed a rebellion againft his father, | for which realbn he had only Normandy for his portion. 

By whole intereft chiefly did William fucceed ? ■rf. By that of Lanfranc, archbifhop of Canterbury, who \ folemnly crowned him on the 27ih of September, 1087. -fh Did nolrody efpoufe the caufe of duke Robert ? ; ■a?. Yes : Odo, bilhop of Bayeux, earl of Kent, his uncle, jealous of the great credit, which Lanfranc had obtained, 1 formed a fcheme for fetting Robert on the throne 5 and his meafures were taken with fo much art, that it was generally , thought, they would have proved fuccefsful. What defeated them ? yi. The indolence of Robert, and the a&ivity of William ; the latter of whom fupprefftd the confpiracy, before the 
foimer could pafs into England. 

Did 
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Did not William retaliate this injury upon his brother ? J He entered Normavdy at the head of a powerful army, and reduced feveral places; but, in 1090, their common friends interpofed, and effefted a reconciliation, upon this condition, that, on the demife of either without iflue, the furvivor (houldfucceed to all his dominions. ^ Was this peace lafting ? A. No: in 1091, William returned into Normavdy, feized upon feveral cities, and was proceeding in his conqueits, when Robert, engaging in a crufade, and not having mo- ney lufficient to defray the expence of his journey to the Holy Land, mortgaged his whole dukedom to his brother William, for ten thoufand marks of gold; a very confidera- ble fum in thofe days. ^ Was William engaged in any other wars ? A. He obliged Malcolm, king of Scots, to pay him the fame homage he had paid to the King his father; and fome time after, Malcolm having invaded England, was furprized in the neighbourhood of Alnwick, by a party of earl Mow- bray’s troops, and himfelf and his fon, Edward, flain. 4>. Had not William likewife fome difputes with th# Weljb? A. Yes; for thefe people continuing their inroads into England^ William drove them back with confiderable flaughter, and even penetrated a great way into their country; but the Weljb betaking themfelves to their moun- tains and faflneffes, fallied out occafionally upon the dif- perfed parties of the Englijb, whom they put to the fword without oppofition ; and William finding it impolfible to bring them to a battle, was obliged, after rebuilding the callle of Montgomery, to return into England. Iri what manner did William die ? A As he was hunting in the Hew Forejl, attended by one Walter Tyrrel, zErench knight, that gentleman let fly an arrow, which glancing accidentally, either from a tree, or from the horns of adlag, pierced the king’s bread, and in- flantly flew him. This event happened on the fecorid of Augujl, in the year 1100, in the thirteenth year of the king’s reign, and about the fortieth of his age. 
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^ Was William ever married ? A. No; nor does it appear, that he had ever any flic* gitimate children. What is his character ? A. He was certainly a violent and tyrannical prince; a perfidious, encroaching, and dangerous neighbour; an unkind and ungenerous relation ; and the only good qua* lity he feems to have poffefled, was his fignal courage, 

which rofe almoft to a degree of ferocity. Were the Englijb forry for his death ? A. On the contrary, they confidered it as one of the tnoft fortunate events that could poflibly have happened; and they further obferved, that as the Conqueror had been guilty of extreme violence, in expelling all the inhabitants of Hamp~ Jlire, in order to form the AVu> Fcnjl; fo providence, by a juft retribution, had rendered that place fatal to feveral cf his pofter.ty ; for, befides William, who now loft his life in ir, his elder fon, RUbard, and his grandfon of the fame name, natural fon of duke Robert, weie both killed by ac- cident in the fame New Foreft. ijh What monuments did WilliamXe&xe. behind him ? A, He rebuilt London-bridge, which had been demolijhed by torrents; furrounded the Tower with a ftrong rampart; and erefled Weflminfter hall, which, though one of the largelt buildings in Europe, he aftefled to defpife a$ a petty 
bed chamber. 

CHAP, 
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C M A P. XXL 
Henry I. furnamed Beau-Clerc, XXII? King: 

of England. 
From i iod to 1135. 

ropes. Paschal II. IC915 Gelasius II. 1118 Galistus 11. 1119 Honorius II. 11 24 Innocent II. 1130 Celestin JI. ! 134. Emperors of the Eaft. Alexis I. 1081 JohnComnfn-, i! 18 Emperors of the Weft. Henry IV. 1036 

Henry V. 1106 Lotharios II. 112; Kings e/'France. Philip- 1060 Lewis VI. 1108 * King of Denmark. Nicholas. 1107' Kings of Scotland. Donald VIII. 1068 F.doar Iic8 Alexander 1J17 David 11,34 
T ZHG fucceeded William ? 

W K. His younger brother* Henry, in prejudice to Robert, his elder brother, who aloue was entitled to the crown, as well by the right of primogenit ire, as by virtue of the laft treaty concluded between him and William. EK Where was Robert at the time of his brothel’s death ? A. In Italy, where having, in his remrn from Palefime, married Sibylla, daughter of the count of Converfana, he had lingered for a twelvemonth ; and this imprudent delay, gave Henry an opportunity of feizing upon the crown. What fteps did he take for this purpofe ?’ A. He was no fooner informed of his brother’s death, than he haftened to Winckefer, where feizing the royal trea- 
* Although Dernark be one of the moft ancient kingdoms In Fur-pr, and Nicholas, according to feme authors, be no itfs ti an the feventy- eightb fovereign, yet the preceding part of it* hifioty is involved in fuch . impenetrable obfeurity, that it is abfolutely impolT.ble, Ufcire this pe- liod, to afeeruin cxadly the foctefTiorvof its kitgr. E 5) fute,, 



82 History <?/ ENGLAND. 
fure, he proceeded thence diredlly to London, and partly by prefents, partly by promifing to enlarge and confirm the privileges of the people, he procured fuch a number of friends, that on the 5th of Auguft, 1 too, in lefs than three days after his brother’s deceafe, he was folemnly crowned in London, by Maurice, bifhop of that city. ^ Did he perform the promifehe had made ? A. He granted his fubjefts a very advantageous charter, in which he confirmed feveral privileges they had en- joyed under the Saxon kings. He redreffed many griev- ances, that had been complained of during the reign of his father and brother; reformed the abufes, which had crept into the court; enadted fevere penalties againft offenders; and promifed a general confirmation of Edward the Con- fejjbr's laws. "What did Robert do upon the news of his brother’* having ufurped the throne ? A. He immediately returned to his dukedom of Nor- mandy, where having affembled a fmall body of forces, he made a defcent upon England, and was inftantly joined by a good number of the inhabitants. 4^ What fuccefs did he meet with in this enterprize ? A. Henry marched againft him with the utmoft difpatch, and refolved to give him battle ; but juft as the two armies were on the point of engaging, the leading men on both fules interpofed their good offices, and efl'edled an accom- modation upon this condition, that Robert ihould refign all pretenfions to the crown of England, in confideration of which, he fhould receive an annual penfion of three thou- fand marks; and that all the EngUJh, who had declared in his favour, fhould be indulged with a pardon. Did Henry perform his part of the treaty ? A. Not very faithfully : upon which Robert, who had a great fhare of knight-errantVy in his temper, came over a fecond time, almoft unattended, to England, with a view of perfuading his brother to fulfil his engagements; and Henry, taking advantage of Robert's imprudence, com- pelled him, before he would allow him to depart, to re- fign his penfion. 

‘ Did not Robert refent this ungenerous treatment ? 
A. Yes, 
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A. Yes, and throwing out fome menaces againft Henry, he furniihed that prince with a plaufible pretence for under- taking the conqueft of Normandy ; a fcheme, indeed, which he feems long to have meditated, and which he now at laft accompliihed. In what manner ? A. Having affembled an army, he pafled over into Normandy, where he reduced feveral places, and coming up with his brother, in the neighbourhood of Tenchebray, he fought with him a battle, in which Robert loft both his liberty and his province. ^ How did Henry difpofe of his brother ? A. He carried him into England, and committed him clofe prifoner to the caftle of Cardiff m Wales ; where, after lingering out a miferable captivity of twenty-eight years, he died in 1133; leaving behind him a fon, named William, who was almoft as unfortunate as his father. ^ What misfortunes did he meet with ? d. Lewis le Gro/s, the French king, intended to beftow npon him the inveftiture of Normandy; but being difappoint- ed in that defign, he gave him the county of Flanders, which, however, he did not long enjoy ; for, the year fol- lowing, he was killed at the fiege of Aloji. gL Did not this attempt of Lewis occaiion a war between France and England ? A. Yes; and in a battle which was fought in the courfe of it, Henry narrowly efcaped being killed by one Crifpin, a Norman knight, who attacked him : neverthelefs, he un- horfed his antagonilf, and defeated the French; and the great ftandard of being taken, was carried in triumph to Roan. ^ How was this war terminated ? . A. By the mediation of pope CaUfius II. vvhcx, in 112c, had an interview with the two kings at Gifors, where he perfuaded them to agree to a peace. The war, however, foon broke out afrelh, and was carried on, for fome time, with equal fuccefs on both fides ; but, at laft, both parties being weary of the quarrel, a new peace was happily con- cluded. Had Henry any other wars to maintain ? 

£ 6 A'. Yes; 
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Yes; again it the IVel/b, whom he drove back into their mountains, but was not able entirely to fubdue. 
Was not he engaged in a difpute with the clergy ? A. Yes. ^ Pleafe to mention the moft remarkable circumftances of it. A. The kings of England had always had the privilege of beftowing irueftitures upon biihops, by delivering to them the pailoral ftaff and ring ; and alfo of exadling from them, as barons of the realm, an oath of allegiance. By the former, the prelates were fuppofed to receive their fpi- ritual dignity ; by the latter, they were entitled to the tem- poralities of their fee. In confequence of this privilege, though the chapter had been indulged with a feeming right of ele&ion, the fovereign had, in reality, the foie power of appointing bifhops. But this praftice having been con- demned by a council affembled at Rome, in 1104, Anfelm*. who now held the fee of Canterbury, forbad all the EngUJb prelates, either to receive the inveftiture, or to take the oath of allegiance ; and in order the more effe&ually to in- force his injundlion, he himfelf refufed to comply with theft* ceremonies. ^ What did Henry do upon this occafion ? A. He defended, with great vigour, the prerogatives of his crown; and Anfelm having gone to Rome, and obtained from the pope an approbation of his condufi:, he flriftly prohibited that prelate from entering his dominions ? <:>. What was the ilfue of this controverfy ? A. The king and the pope, being equally afraid to exaf- perate each other, were glad, at laft, to come to a com- promife. Henry refigned the right of beftowing inveftitures and the pope allowed him to retain the privilege of ex-- afting from the biihops an oath of allegiance. 4^ Was Henry ever married ? A. Twice ; firft to Matilda, daughter of Malcolm, king of Scots; and afterwards to Adelais, daughter of Godfrey* count of Louvain. Had he any children ? 

A. By his laft confort he had none; by his firft he had. William, duke of Normandy, and Matilda, who was married frit to the emperor Henry V. and afterwards to Geoffrey Flantagevct, count of Anjm. 
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£>. What became of William ? A. He was drowned in his paflage from "Normandy to- England, in I I20, together with his natural filler, Matilda, countefs of Percbe; for the crew of the fhip being intoxi- cated with liquor, carried her upon the rocks near iJar- _/W-j where Ihe inftantly foundered; and this unexpected catallrophe had fuch an effeft upon the king, that ha fainted away, when he received the news of it; and was never feen to fmile, from that moment, to the day of his death, Henry had likewife, befules the countefs of Percbe,. feveral other natural children ^fome hiftorians fay twelve), the molt remarkable of whom was Robert, earl of Gloucejier. How did he fettle the fucceflion, upon the death of his fon ? A. He appointed his daughter, Matilda, Heirefs of all his dominions; and upon the birth of her fon, named Henry,. whom Ihe bore to Geoffrey Plantag, net, (for (he had no chil, dren by the emperor,) he obliged all his fubjefls to take an oath of allegiance to her and the young prince. ^ When did Henry die ? A. On the firft of December, 1135, in the fixty-eighth year of his age, and the thirty-fixth of his reign. To what was his death fuppofed to be owing ? A. To a fever he contracted from a forfeit of lampreys, a kind of food, of which he was always very fond. He died at St. Denis le Forment y and his body being em- balmed, according to the rude fafhion of the times, was brought over to England, and folemnly interred in the abbey of Reading, What were the qualities of Henry ? A. His perfon was manly, his countenance engaging, his eyes clear, ferene, and penetrating. He was brave,, 

affable, fagacious, and eloquent; extremely temperate in- his meals; inexorable again!! offenders; and fo great a lover of learning, that he acquired the furname of Beau- cltrc,. or the fcholar ; but all his good qualities were fullied with avarice, cruelty, and lull. In order to attone for thefe vices (for fuch were the only attonements know n in that age)' he founded the epifcopal fees of Ely and Carlijle, and en- dowed feveral abbeys. 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXII. 
Stephen, XXIIP King of England; 

From 1135 to 1154. 
Pofes. CelestinII. 1134. Lucius II. 1 '44 Eugenius III. 1145 Anastas. IV. 1153 Adrian V. 1154 Emperors of the Eaft. JohnComnen. ii 18 Emanuel Com. 1143 Emperors of the Weft. * Lotharius II. 1125 Conrad III. 1138 FredeKic I. 1152 

Kings of France. Lewis VI. 1108 Lewis VII. 1137 
Kings of Denmai k. Eric IV. U35 Eric V. 1 < "9 SweinIV. Canute V. 1148 Keg ^Portugal. Alonso I. 1140 
King of Scotland. David 1134 

4>.T'V ID the Englijh obferve the oath of allegiance they 1 } had taken to Matilda and her fon ? A. No; though it is hard to fay what they would have done, had not they been prevented by the ambition of Ste- phen, furnamed of Blois, who, upon the death of Henry I. found means to afcend the throne. ^ What pretenfions had he to that dignity ? A. He was fon to Adda, daughter of IVilliam the Con- queror, and of Stephen, earl of Blois and Champagne. What titles had he before his advancement to the- throne i A. He was earl of Blois, Champagne, Mortaigne, and Boulogne, in France; and befides, was pofteffed of an im- menfe property in England.- How came he to acquire this property ? A. By the generofity of the late king, who had invited him, and his brother Htnry, to court, and loaded them with the greateft favours. To the former, he had given a large eltat* 
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eftate in land, and married him to Matilda, daughter and heirefs of Eujlace, count of Boulogne, and niece to Matilda, Henry's firft wife. The latter he had created abbot of Glaftonbury, bifhop of Winchejler, and procured him to be appointed legate of the holy fee. What were Henry's motives in bellowing thefe favour! upon his nephews ? A. In order to ftrengthen the intereft of his daughter, Matilda, whok c&uk, he imagined, they would the more heartily efpoufe; but the credit they had obtained by hi* countenance, was treacheroufly employed, not in fupport- ing the title of the emprefs, but in railing Stephen to the throne. Did he fucceed with the unanimous confent of the nation ? A. No ; but as none were prepared to oppofe his ufurp- ation, they thought it moll prudent to fubmit to his go- vernment. He was crowned at Weftminfter, by the arch- bilhop of Canterbury, on the z6th of December, 1135. ^ Did not he endeavour to gain the favour of the Enghjb, by granting them a charter of liberties ? *■ A. Yes; and in this he confirmed the prerogatives of the church; acknowledged he held the crown by no other te- nure, than the eleftion of the people and the clergy; re- pealed all the laws relating to hunting; and promifed to abolifh the tax called Danegelt. Did not the emprefs alfert her right to the throne ? A. Yes; and with that view Ihe came over to England, in 1139, accompanied by her brother, Robert, earl of Glou- 

^ What fuccefs did (he meet with in this enterprize ? A. The earl of Gloucefier, being joined by a great number of barons, attacked Stephen in the neighbourhood of Lincoln, where he not only defeated the royal army, but likewife took the king himfelf prifoner. What was the confequefice of this viftory ? A. Almoft the whole kingdom fubmitted to Matilda, who was juft upon the point of obtaining the crown, when Ihe imprudently loft it by her own pride and arrogance. 
^ In what manner ? 

A, St* 
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A. Stephen'!, queen intreated her, in the moll fuppliant terms, to fet her hulband at liberty, promiling, that, upon that condition, he ihould refign the ciown, and retire into a convent; the legate, who had lately efpoufed her caufe* and to whofe interell fhe had Ireen, in a great meafure, indebted for her fuccefs, defired that prince Eujiace, Ste- phen’s fon, might enjoy Boulogne, and the other patrimonial eilates of his father; and the Londoners applied to her for the eftabliihment of the Confejfor's laws, in place of thofa of .king Henry: but inllead of granting thefe requeils, which were fo reafonable, Matilda denied them all, in the; moll haughty and peremptory manner. 1^. Did not the petitioners relent this indignity ? A. The Londoners formed a fcheme for feizing the perfon of the emprefs, who was obliged to fave herfelfrby flight r the legate immediately abandoned her caufe, and efpoufed again the paity of his brother; and Stephen's queen was fo exafperated, that having levied a great body of troops, and reinforced them with thofe which her fon, Eujiace, had brought to her aflillance, Ihe marched without delay, in quell of the enemy; aud coming up with them in the neighbourhood of Winchejler, Ihe entirely defeated them,, and took the earl of Gloucejler prifoner. This event hap- pened in 11 <( i. What followed upon this viilory ? A. As the earl of Gloucejler, though a fubjeft, was as- much the foul of the one party, as the king was of the other, the emprefs, .fenfibie of his great merit, confented to ex- change the prifoners upon equal terms. The civil war was then rekindled with greater fury than ever. ^ How long did it laft? A. Till the tth of Nonjemher, 11 ?3'; when Stephen, hav- ing loll his fon, prince Eujiace, and finding himfelf hard' prefled by the arms of tire emprefs, agreed to a treaty upoir the following conditions: that he Ihould continue to reign- during the remainder of his life; that,, upon his death, Henry, Matilda's fon, Ihould fucceed to the throne ; and 

that William, Stephen's fon, Ihould poflefs Boulogne, and the patrimonial eftates of his father. Had Stephen any other enemies to encounter ? • 
A. Yes; 



Stephen. 
A Yes; the U'eljh and the Scon; the former of whom he drove back into their forefts; and the latter he defeated in a great battle, called the battle of the ftandard, from a kind of crucifix, which theis^/^had erefted on a waggon, and carried along with them as a military enfign. How long did he furvive his treaty with the emprefs ? A. Hardly a twelvemonth ; for he died on the 25 th of OSiober, 1154, in the fiftieths year of his age, and the nineteenth of his reign, and was buried in the abbey of Feverjham, which he himfelf had founded. What is the character of Stepb n ? A. He was certainly a prince of great induftry, aftivity, and courage; was not deficient in ability; had the art of gaining men’s'affedUons; and, notwithflanding his precarious fituation, never indulged himfelf in the exercil'e of any cruelty or revenge. 4J. Did he leave any children ? A. Befides his fon Euftace, who died before him, he had another fon, called William, who was earl of Boulogne, in right of the queen, his mother. He had likewife a daugh- ter, named Mary, efpoufed to Philip of Alfatia; and two natural fons, William and Gtrvafe, the lail of whom was- 

abbot of Wejlminjkr. 

The 
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The House of ANJOU, or PLAN- 
TAG E NET. 

CHAP. XXIII. 
Henry II. XXIVth King of England. 

From 115 5 to 1189. 
Popes. Alexander III. 1154. Lucius III. Ii8( Urban III. 11S5 Gregory VIII. 1187 Clement HI. 1188 

Emperors of the Eaft. Emanuel Com. 1143 Alexis II. 1180 Andronicus I. 1I83 Isaac II. 1185 
Emperor of the Weft. Frederic I. 1152 

Kings of France. LewisVII. 1137 Philip II. 1180 Kings of Denmark. SwbinIV. <sndCanute V. 1148 Valdemar I. 1157 Canute VI. 1182 Kings of Portagal. Alonso I. 1140 Sancho I. 1185 Kings of Scotland. David 1134 Malcolm IV. 1163 William 1165 
4>.TTTH0 fucceeded Stephen ? YV A. Henry II. fon to the emprefs Matilda, by her fecond hulband, Geoffrey Plantagenet, count of Anjou. ^ By what title did he fucceed ? A. As well by that of hereditary right, derived from his grandfather, Henry I. king of England, as by virtue of the late treaty, which he had concluded with Stephen. ^ Was not he poffeffed of very large dominions before his acceflion to the throne ? A. He was mailer, in right of his father, of Anjou, Tou- raine, and Maine ; in that of his mother, of Normandy; and in that of his wife, of Guienne, Poitou, Xaintogne, Auvergne, 
Perigord, Angoumois, and Limou/in. 6 J <£. Who 
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^ Who was his wife ? A. Eleanor, daughter and heirefs of IVilliam, duke of Guienne, &c. She had been married before to Lewis VII. king of France ; but having, by her unguarded behaviour, excited the jealoufy of that monarch, file had been formally divorced from him ; and was, foon after, married to Henry, who thus got pofleffion of all her dominions. When was Henry crowned r A. On the 19th of December, 1155. What were the firft ails of his reign ? A. He revived the laws of the ConjkJJbr, and confirmed the charter of Henry I. He cleared the kingdom of all thofe foreign mercenaries, who had been invited into it by Stephen, and had been guilty of inumerable diforders ; revoked all the grants made by his predeceflbr, and even thofe which neceflity had extorted from his mother; demolilhed the caftles, which had been lately ereiled, and which ferved as fo many fanftuaries to rebels and freebooters; repaired the coin; fupprefled robbery and violence; inforced the exe- cution of the laws; and bellowed the earldom of Huntingdon on Malcolm king of Scots, who, in return, reftored to him the counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, and Wejl- tnoreland. Was Henry engaged in any wars ? A. Yes, in feveral. His firli was againft his brother Geoffrey, who had feized upon Anjou and Maine, to which he pretended he had a juft title. Henry was no fboner in- formed of this event, than he pafied over to the continent, and expelled Geoffrey from both thefe provinces. He like- wife fubdued Nantz., which he added to his dominions, At the fame time, Conan, duke of Brittany, betrothed his daughter, and only child, yet an infant, to the king's third fon, Geoffrey, who was of the like tender years; and the duke dying in a few years after, Henry, on pretence of be- ing guardian to his fon and daughter-in-law, put himfelf in poflellion of that principality. Did not Henry carry on a war againft Raymond, count of Lhouloufe ? A. Yes; in order to affert his wife’s claim to the domi- nions of that prince, to which ftie was juftly intitled, in right of her mother, Philippa, foie iffue of William, count of 
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of Thouloufe i but Raymond being affifted by Lewis, king ®f France, a treaty was at laft concluded ; and Lewis gave his daughter, Margaret, in marriage to Henry, the king of England's, eldeft fon. ^ Was not Henry likewife engaged in a war with Scotland ? A. Yes j in the courfe of which, he took William, king of Scots, prifoner, and obliged him, before he would reftore him to liberty, to do homage to him for his whole kingdom. He alfo repulfed the Weljh, who had invaded the weftern borders. 19. Was not Henry engaged in a difpute with the clergy? A. Yes, and one too of the moll dangerous nature. What gave occalion to this difpute ? A. The defign which the king had formed to retrench the privileges of the clergy, or rather to confine them within their ancient bounds, and the obftinate and inflexible tem- per of Thomas a Bechet, archbifhop of Canterbury. Who was this Thomas a Bechet? A. He was the fon of a tradefman in London; his mother a Syrian. Having been bred to the law, and acquired great reputation in that profeffion, he had been fucceffively ad- vanced to feveral high offices in the ftate, till at laft he at- tained to the poll of chancellor. The king now promoted him to the archbiftiopric of Canterbury, hoping, that as he owed every thing to the royal bounty, and was thoroughly acquainted with his majefty’s defign with regard to eccle- fiaftical privileges, he would heartily concur in rendering it effe&ual. Did he do fo ? A. Very far from it. He was no fooner inftalled in his fee of Canterbury, than he began to extend, to a greater length than ever, the ufurpations of the clergy. Did not the king refent this ingratitude ? A. Yes; and he obliged Bechet, though not without difficulty, to agree to certain articles, called the Con~ fitutions of Clarendon, by which the immunities of the church were confiderably diminilhed. But thefe conftitu- tions having been condemned by the pope, Bechet retraced the aflent he had given ; at which the king was fo much provoked, that he inftantly caufed that prelate to be im- peached of high-treafon. What 



93 Henry II. 
HR. What was the refult of this controverfy ? A. Becket appealed to the pope, and foon after with- drew to the continent, where his caufe was efpoufed by Lewis, king of France, and Alexander III. who then filled the papal chair. Was not Henny incenfed at the partiality of hi* holinefs ? A. So highly, that he began to take fome fteps toward* acknowledging Pafchal, the anti-pope ; and Alexander, in revenge, threatened to lay England, and all the king’s do- minions, under an interdict, 4^. Were not Henry and Becket at laft reconciled ? A. Yes, on the zzd day of July, liyoj upon-which, Becket returned to England, after having been banilhed from it for the fpace of fix years. How did he behave upon his return > A. He had no fooner arrived in England, than, inftead of retiring quietly to his drocefe, he ilfued a fentence of ex- communication againit feveral of the king’s minifters, who had incurred his difpleafure. 
4J. What did Henry upon receiving the news of thefe proceedings ? A. He broke out into a violent paffion, and exclaimed, that he (hould never enjoy a mement’s quiet while Becket was alive^ and that he had no faithful fervants about him, otherwife he had not been fo long expofed to the infults of that imperious prelate. What was the confequence of thefe dangerous ex- prdfions ? A. Four gentlemen of the king’s houlhold, taking them to be a hint for Beciet’s death, went over to England, and attacking that prelate in the cathedral of Canterbury, clove his head before the altar, which was all befmeared with his blood and brains. This murder was perpetrated on the 29th day of December, while Becket was employed in faying Vefpers. UK What effeft did it produce ? A. It inflamed the pope to fuch a degree, that he threa- tened to lay Henry under the fentence of excommunication ; nor was it till after the king’s ambafladors had arrived at Rome, afierted his innocence in the moll folemn manner, ani 
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and fwore that he would Hand to the award of his holinefs, that the pontiff could be diffuaded from putting his menaces in execution. Soon after, he accommodated matters with the court of Rome, and received abfolution from two of the pope’s legates. Did he give any other mark of his fubmiffion ? A. In 1174, he made a pilgrimage to 2kri«’s tomb, where, after having fpent a whole day in fading and prayer, and watched the holy relicks during the night, he fubmitted to the mortifying pennance of receiving feveral lafhes from the prior and the monks. What character do hiftorians give of Becket ? A. Some reprefent him as a mod illudrious martyr, while others afhrm, that he was a perfidious traitor. And fo doubtful was his chara&er, even among the clergy, that, forty years after his death, a difpute arofe in the univerfity of Paris, whether his foul was in heaven or hell. ^ Was not Ireland conquered during this reign ? A. It was. Pray give me fome account of that country. A. Ireland is an ifland fituate to the wed of Great Britain, extending in length about 300 miles, in breadth about 150. It is bounded on the north by the Deucaledonian fea, on the wed by the Atlantic ocean, on the fouth by St.. George's channel, and on the ead by the Irijh fea, which feparates it from Great Britain. It is bled with a fruitful foil, a tem- perate climate, and is faid to be pofTeffed of this peculiar property, that no ferpent, or other venomous animal, will live in it. ££. Who were the original inhabitants of Ireland? A. They were probably a colony of Britons, who, draiten- ed for room in their own country, tranfported themfelves into'that ifland. j^. What kind of government prevailed among them ? A. They were divided into a great number of petty inde- pendent dates, each ruled by its refpeftive chieftain. At the time of the ifland’s being conquered, befides feveral fmaller tribes, there were five principal fovereignties in the country, viz. Munjier, Leinjler, Meath, Uljler, and Connaught, What gave occafion to the conqued of Ireland ? 

A. Ver. 
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A. Dermot Macmorrogh, king of Lrinjler, having, for his cruelty and tyranny, been deprived of his dominiony, applied to Henry, who was then in Guienne, and offer- ed to hold his kingdom in vafialage of him, provided that, by his afliftance, he fhould be reftored to his pof- fcffions. Did Henry accept his offer ? A. Not having time to undertake the erpedition himfelf, he granted permiffion to all his Enyli/b fubje&s to aflift the exiled prince. Accordingly Richard Strongbow^ earl of Pembroke, Robert Fitz-Stephens, Maurice Fitzgerald, and others, having affembled a body of to8o men, paired over to Ireland, and with this fmall force, in the fpace of a few months, made an entire conqueft of the ifland ; fo that when Henry arrived there, he had nothing elfe to do but to receive the homage of his new fubje&s. Strongbox married the daughter of Dermot, upon whofe death, he not only fucceeded to the dominions of that prince, but was likevvife appointed fenefchal of Ireland. This event happened in li72- Did not Henry’s fons raife a rebellion againft him ? A. Yes, and one that embittered extremely the latter years of his life. To whatcaufe is this rebellion fuppofed to have been oyving ? To the ambitious and ungrateful temper of the young princes therafelves, who wanted to fupplant their father on the throne-; to the iafidious-arts of the French king, who encouraged and aflifted them in this unnatural enterprize ; and to the more criminal inftigations of their own mother, Eleanor, who had become jealous of her hufband, and who took this method to revenge the wrongs,which fhe imagined fhe received. Was this war diflinguifhed by any remarkable event ? A. No; for, though it lalled feveral years; rt confided only of petty fkirmifhes and encounters, and was at laft termi- nated by an accommodation that was effefted between Henry and his fons. Was this peace lading ? A. Some years after, Richard, the king’s elded furviving fon, (for prince //s»ry.was.now dead) raifed another infur- 

redion 
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r.'ftion againft him, and being aflifted by Philip, king of France, reduced him to fuch extremity, that he was glad to agree to any conditions, which they were pleafed to prefcribe. Did the king long furvive this treaty ? A. No; indignation at the hard terms impofed on him by his fon, Richard; refentment at the treachery of his barons and other fubjetts, who had, moft of them, deferted him; and, above all, vexation at the ingratitude of his favourite fbn John, who had entered into a ftrid correfpondence with the enemy: thefe paflions preyed upon his anxious mind, and threw him into a flate of the deepelt defpair. He curfed, in the agony of his grief, the day in which he was born ; and beflowed, on his undutiful and rebellious children, a jna’edi&ion, which ]be could never, afterwards^ be pre- vailed on to retradh The more his heart was difpofed to friendlhip, the more he refented the unnatural behaviour of his fons; and thefe domeilic calamities, by depriving him of every comfort in life, quite broke his fpirits, and threw bim into a lingering fever, of which he expired at Chinan^ on the 6th of Ja/y, 1189, in the fifty-feventh year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his reign. His body was carried to Fontevrault, which he had ordered for the place of his interment. What is the character of Henry ? A. He was poflefled of every accomplilhment, both of body and mind, that could fit him for the high flation, in which he was placed. Brave, aftive, generous, merciful, juft, and prudent ; he was alike qualified to engage the affeftions, and command the efteem of his fubjedts. In a word, he was one of the greateft, and moft illuftrious mo- narchs, that ever fat upon the Englijh throne. How many children had he ? A. By his queen, Eleanor, he had five fons, two of whom only, viz. Richard, his third, and John his youngeft, fur- vived him ; but Geoffrey, his fourth fon, who was killed in a tournament at Paris, left a fon, called Arthur, who was duke of Bretagne. Henry had alfo three daughters, viz. Maud, married to the duke of Saxony; Eleanor, wife of Alfonfo, king of C aft He ; and Joan, confort to William II. furnamed the Goad, king of Sicily. <9. Had 
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^ Had he any natural children ? A. By the fair Rofamond, daughter of Lord Clifford, he had two fon , viz. William 'Longue-e/pee, or Long-fnuord, earl of Salifiury ; and Geoffrey, archbithop of York. There Was alfo one Morgan, a Weljbman, provolt of Beverly, who pretended to be a natural fon of Henry, by the lady of a knight, named -Ralph Bluet; but this pretence feems to have been founded on nothing but the man’s own vanity and madnefs. What do hiftorians relate concerning ihe fair Rc- famond ? A. That Henry concealed her in a labyrinth at Wocdjlocb, in order to fecure her from the jealoufy of his queen, who. neverthetefs, found means, during her hulband’s abfence in Normandy, to deftroy her rival by poifon. But this liory is not fupported by any good authority. Is not Henry faid to have carried on an intrigue with Alice, filler to the French king, and betrothed to his own fon, Richard? A. Yes j and even to have had a child by her : but this ftory is dill worfe founded than the former. It is certain, however, that Richardmz&z ufe-cf this pretence for refufing to marrry that prince Is. 

F C II A ?. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 
R i c har d I. furnamed Coeur de Lion, or Lion’s 

Heart, XXVth King 0/England. 
From 1189 to 1199. 

P,peS. Clement III. n88 Celestine III. j 191 Innocent III. 1198 Emperors of the Eaft. Isaac II. ,,85 Alexis 1193 Emperors of the Weft. FredericI. 1152 Henry VI. 1190 Philip I. j 197 

King of France. Philip II. ng® 
King of Denmark. 

Canute VI. 1182 
Kmg e/"Portugal. Sancho I. 1183 
King of Scotland. Wil LIAM n6c 

tT7 HO fucceeded Henry II. ? 
VV K. Richard I. his eldeft furviving fon. Where was Richard at the time of his father’s deceafe ? A. In France, where having concluded a peace with Philip, king of that country, he repaired to Rouen, and was invefted with the ducal fword of Normandy, after which, he went over to England, and on the third of December, 1189, was folemnly crowned at Wefminfler. 

What were the firft afts of his reign ? A. He fet at liberty his mother, queen Eleanor, who, on account of her having encouraged the rebellion of her fons, had been detained in prifon ever ftnee the year 1173 : he baniftied from his prefence all thofe who had aflifted him in his infurredlion againft his father, and confirmed in their offices the minifters and fervants who had continued faith- ful to their former mafter; and he beftowed upon his bro- ther, John, the government of no lefs than fix counties. Did not Richard engage in a crufade ? A. Yes, in conjunction with Philip, king of France; and, in order to colled money for this purpofe, he made ufe of 
feveral 
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feveral expedients, which were equally pernicious to the public incereft, and dangerous to his own authority. What were the principal of thefe ? A. He renounced, for the fum of 10,000 marks, the fuperiority of Scotland, which his father had gained : be put to fale all the revenues and manors of the crown, all places of truft and profit, and even the feats in the courts of juftice ; and when fome of his minifters took the liberty to remontlrate againft fuch imprudent proceedings, he frankly told them, that he would fell London itfelf, if he could find a purchafer. To whom did he intruft the government of the king- dom, during his abfence ? A. To Hugh, bilhop of Durham, and William Longchamp, bifhop of Ely, his chancellor, who, at the fame time, was appointed the pope’s legate. ^ When did he fet out on his expedition to the Holy- Land P A. Having fettlbd his affairs in England, he went over to the continent, and on the 25th of June, 1190, had an in- terview with PMr/, king of Tnme, at Vetulai, where thefe two monarchs fwore not to invade each other’s dominions, during the crufade. They then reviewed their armies, which amounted to 100,000 men, and proceeded on their inarch to Sicily, where they fpent the winter. ^ Did not a quarrel break out between them, in that country ? A. Yes, by the intrigues of Tancred, king of Sicily, who being equally apprehenfive of danger from both thefe princes, endeavoured to embroil them with each other. Neverthelefs, ail their difputes being compromifed, Philip fet fail {oilPaleJline, and was foon after followed by Richard, accompanied by his filler, the queen dowager of Sicily, and Berengaria of Navarre, who had been lately betrothed to him. ■Sh Had he a favourable paffage ? A. No : his fleet was difperfed in a ftorm, and wrecked upon the coaft of Cyprus ; upon which, Ifaac, king of that illand, pillaged the Ihips that were ftranded, threw the fea- men and paflengers into prifon, and would not even permit the princeffes to Ihelter themfelves in the harbour of Limijfo. F 2 ^ Did 
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i$\ Did not Richard refent this barbarity ? A. He immediately landed his troops, attacked l/aac, ■defeated his army, took himfelf prifoner, loaded him with fiU-er chains, feized upon his kingdom ; and having confum- *nated his marriage with Berengaria of Navarre, fet out for the Chrijllcm camp before Aeon. Did Richard and Philip carry on their operations with unanimity'and concord ? A. No; hr Richard hzx'xng, by his noble achievements, eclipfed the fame, and excited the jealoufy of the Ftench monarch, this laft took every opportunity of exprefiing his refentment; and accordingly, upon the taking of Acorf, which furrendered on the izth of July, i igi, after having been befieged above two years, and coll the Chrijiiant 

300,000 men, Philip, under pretence of ficknefs, quitted the camp, and fet out on his return for his own country. He left, however, about 10,000 of his troops, under the duke of Burgundy, to affift the croifes in their future en- terprizes. What exploits did Richard perform after the departure cf Philip ? 
A. He attacked Saladine, emperor of the Saracens, who was at the head-of an army of 300,000 men ; and he ob- tained over him a complete viflory, having killed in the a&ion about 40,000 of his forces. He then repaired the maritime cities of Afcalon, Joppa, C&farea, which 5a- ladine had demolilhed ; but he was foon al ter obliged to re- turn back to England. £>. On what account ? A. Partly for want of provifions; partly by the defertion of the other Chriftian princes; and partly from the appre- henfions he was under, left Philip, during his abfence, fhould invade his dominions. What did Richard before he left Palejline? A. He bellowed l/ahella, widow of Conrade, marquis of Montferrat, and king of Jerufalem (who had been murdered, ift Sidon) upon Henry, count of Champagne, his nephew, 

who fucceeded Conrade on the throne of Jerufalem. He gave his kingdom of Cyprus to Guy de Lufignan; and con- cluded a truce for three years with Saladine. By whom was Conrade murdered l A. By 
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A. By the emiffaries of a Saracen prince, commonly called The Scheie, or 7”he Old Man of the Mountain, who had infpired his fanatical fubjefts with fuch a devoted fubmiffion to his will, that they courted danger, and even certain death, in the execution of his orders. His people went by the name ef AfaJ/int, whence the word has been transferred into moil; modern languages, to fignify a murderer. This is the method, which he always took to revenge himfelf of his enemies. Did Richard return to his kingdom, in fafety ? ■A No; for being call away on the coall of Ijiria^ intending to travel, in a pilgrim’s difguife, through Ger- many, he fell into the hands of Leopold, duke of Aujlria, whom he had affronted at the fiege of Aeon. What treatment did he meet with from Leopold ? A. He was kept, for fome time, a clofe pritbner, and then delivered to the emperor, Henry Vl. his inveterate enemy, who not only threw him into a dungeon, but loaded him with irons. What did Philip do, upon his return to his kingdom ? A. He entered into a league with Richard's brother, "John, a moil vicious and abandoned prince, and endea- voured to fet him on the throne of England; and when Richard was feized in Germany, thefe confederates, in order to forward their fcheme, went fo far as to affirm, that the king of England was actually dead. Did they fucceed in their endeavours ? A. No ; for Richard having recovered his liberty, upon paying a ranfom of 100,000 marks (about 200,000 pounds of our prefent money) returned to England, and effedlually difconcerted all their projefts. Philip was then fo fer.fible of the utter impoffibility of accompliffiing his defign, that he wrote to prince John in the foliowing terms: ‘lake care of yourfelf; the devil is broke loofe. When did Richard arrive in England? A. On the 13th of March, 1194, after having been ab~ f/nt from it four years j fifteen months of which he had palled in prifon. Immediately upon his arrival, he was crowned again at Wine heft er, with a view, as was fuppofed, of wiping off the difgrace of his captivity. 

Fl 3. Was 
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Was not he reconciled to his brother John ? A. Yes, by the interceffion of his mother, queen Eleanor. Did not he likewife conclude a truce with France ? A. He did ; at firft, for one year, and afterwards for five: but the terms, on both fides, were fo ill obferved, that the war, in all likelihood, would have foon broke out afrefti, had not Richard been fuddenly cutoff. In what manner? A. Having laid fiege to the caftle of Chains, in order to compel the vifcount Limoges to deliver to him a confiderabie ,« treafure, which that nobleman had found in his grounds, and which Richard claimed as fuperior lord of the country ; he one day ventured to approach the place the better to furvey it, when one Bertram de Gonrdon, an archer, took an aim at him, and pierced him in the fhoulder with an arrow; of which wound he died, on the 6th of April, 1199, in the forty-fecond year of his age, and the tenth of his reign. <£. What is the char after of Richard? A. He was a prince of fuch diflinguifhed valour, as juftly to have merited the furname of Ccenr de Lion, or Lion-hearted: all Europe and Afia refounded with his fame ; and the Sara- cens, in particular, had conceived fuch an idea of his mili- tary prowefs, that they were wont to ftiil their children with the terror of his name. This good quality, however, was more than counterbalanced by his many vices : he was haughty, cruel, ambitious, revengeful, and domineering; and was thus better fitted to dazzle men by the fplendor of his rftione, than either to promote their happinefs, or his own glory, by a juft and equal a'dminiftration of government. Did he leave any children ? A. Only one natural fon, named Philip, to whom he i bequeathed the lOrdlhip of Cognac in Guienne. Richard was the firft king of England, who took three lions paflant for his arms, in which he has been imitated by all his fuc- 

Ctflors. Did not fome difturbances happen in London, during this reign ? A. Yes; an infurreftion was railed in it by one William Fits. QJbert, commonly called Longheard, a lawyer, who had rendered himfeif extremely popular with the lower rank of citizens; 
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citizens; but this ruffian, after having been guilty of many enormities, fuch as murdering the inhabitants, and break- ing open and plundering their houfes, was at laft feized and hanged, together with nine of his accomplices. In this reign, the citizens of London are faid to have been firft cli- vided into different corporations, or focieties} or, as they are termed, companies. 

CHAP. XXV. 
John, furnamed Lack-land^ XXVIth King of 

England. 
From u 59 to 1216. 

Topes. Innocekt III. 1198 Honorius III. 1215 
Emperors of the Eaft. Alexis III. ll95 Alexis IV. 1203 Alexis V. 1204 Theodore I. 1204 

Emperors of the Weft. Philip I. ii97 Otho IV. 1 zo8 Frederic II. 1212 

French emperors of Conftant. Baldwin I. 1204 Henry I. 1206 King of France. Philip II. u8o Kings of Denmark. Canute VI. 1182 Valdemar II. 1203 Kings of Portugal. Sancho I. 1185 Alonso II. ,1212 Kings of Scotland. William. 1165 Alexander II. ‘ 1214 
^TTT H O fucceeded Richard I. ? W A. His brother, John, furnamed Sans-terre, or Lack-land. Was he lawful heir to the crown ? A. No; Arthur, duke of Brittany, fon to Geoffrey, John’s elder brother, had a preferable title; and Richard had even, when he fet out for the holy land, declared this prince his fucceffor on the throne ; but he had afterwards thought proper, either on account of the tender years of 

F 4 Arthur, 
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Arthur, or for fome other reafon, to alter this will, and t* 
appoint his brother, John, heir to all his dominions. ‘rh By whofe intereft was 'John enabled to fupport the deibnation, which his brother had made in his favour? A. By that of his mother, queen Eleanor; William Marejchal, chief jufticiary ; and Hubert, archbifhop of Can- terbury ; by which Jaft, he was folemnly crowned at Wejl- piinfier, on the 28 th of May, 1199. Did no body efpoufe the caufe of prince Arthur? A. Philip, king of France, took him under his protection, and endeavoured to make him mailer of the foreign domi- nions of England; but Confiance, his mother, having carried him off from the French court, a peace was concluded be- 
tween Philip and John, on condition that the former Ihould abandon the caufe of Arthur, and reftore all the places he had taken from the Englijh ; and that the latter, on his part, ihould not aflill the emperor, Otko, in his wars againft France. Q Did not the war foon break out afreih ? A. Yes ; for John having divorced his wife, Avifa, daughter to the earl of Glcucejhr, and perfuaded the count of Argoulefme to give him in marriage his daughter, who had been betrothed to Hugh, count de la Marche; this laft- rjobUman was fo enraged at the injury, that, in conjunClion with Philip, he prevailed on the barons of Poitou, to rife in arms. What was the refult of this fecond war? A. Pihlip fummoned John to appear before his parliament, and anfwer there for his violent proceedings; and John re- fufing to obey his orders, Philip entered Normandy with a numerous army. In the mean time, he bellowed his daugh- ter, Mary, upon prince Arthur, whom he fent with a flrong body of troops to make a diverfion in Poitou. How did Arthur conduft this enterprize ? A. Hearing that his grandmother, queen Eleanor, who had always been his enemy, had taken refuge in the caftle of Mirabel, he laid frege to that place, and while he was carrying it on, he was fuddenly furprized by his uncle, king J‘hn, who carried him prifoner to Rouen, and having put him to death with his own hands, threw his body into the Seine. Was 
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Was not this murder feverely puniihed ? A. The whole world was ftruck with honor at the bar- barous deed; and the Bretons, in particular, complained to Philip, as their liege lord, and demanded jultice for the inhuman violence. Philip fummoned John to Hand trial be- fore him ; and, upon his non-appearance,.palled fentence upon him; declared him guilty of felony and parricide*; ai.d adjudged him to forfeit to his fuperior lord, all his- feignories and fiefs in France. In order the more e/Tedluaily to execute this fentence, he entered his territories with a numerous army, and conquered Anjou, fouraine. Main, and Poitou\ and finally re-united to the crown of France the whole province of Normandy, two hundred and ninety- four years after it had been feparated from it, by Charles the Simple, who gave it to Rolk the Dane. Thiy event hap- pened in i205. ^ Did not-John endeavour to preferve his dominions ? A. He made fome weak attempts for this purpofe ; buc his meafures were fo ill concerted, and fo feebly.executed,, that they all ended in his own difgrace and overthrow. Was not John engaged in a quarrel with the pepe ?; A. Yes, and one that gave him infinite uneafinefs. Q Pray mention the molt remarkable particulars.. A. Upon the death of Hubert, archbilhop of Canterbury,. fome of the younger monks of Chrijl-churth 'm that city,., without the knowledge of the elder monks,- or the confent of the king, fecretly chofe Reginald,' their fubiprior, to fuo- ceed him ; but the king, being offended at this invafion of' his prerogative, peremptorily commanded them-to defilU from the election, and ftrongly recommended totieem John • de Gray, bilhop of Norwich, who was accordingly chofcni by all the monks, and feated on the archiefpicopai throne. . Did the new archbilhop meet with no oppofition ? A. Yes, from the fuffragan biihops of Canterbury, whb> had always had a right of concurring in the eleftion ; and: who, not having been confulted upon this cocafion,. fent an 1 agent to Rome, to maintain their caufe before his holineft.. The king too, and the convent of Chrijl church, difpatched : twelve monk? of that order, .jo fupport their eleflijn before: the lame tribunal. 
Whiit-decifion did the pope.give.2 - 

* S AlEec 
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4. He not only refufed to confirm either eleftion, but ' compelled the monks, who had arrived in Rome, to eleS to , the fee of Canterbury, cardinal Langton, an EngUJkman by • birth, but bred in France, and a doctor of the univerfity of | Paris. What did king John do, upon receiving the news of ; thefe proceedings ? A. He protelled againll the eledtion that had been made : 

at Rome, and expelled the monks of CbriJ}.church from their ! monaftery ; upon which, his whole kingdom was laid under an interdift: a circumftance which exafperated that head- ftrong monarch to fuch a degree, that he baniflied all the clergy who complied with the interdidt, treated the adhe- rents otLangtanwth the utmoft feverity, and even threatened : to cut off all correfpondence with the Roman pontiff. Was the pope intimidated by thefe menaces ? A. No; he excommunicated king John, and all who fhould prefume to have any commerce with him ; abfolved his fubjedls from their oath of allegiance; folemnly de- pofed him from his throne ; gave his dominions to Philip, king of France; and granted indulgences to every one who fhould declare war againft him. What was the refult of this controverfy ? A. After a long and violent ftruggle, John was obliged to yield to the fuperior power of his holinefs, and even to fubmit to the mortifying condition of acknowledging him- felf a vaffal of the Roman fee; and, in token of his fub- miflion, he took his crown from his head, and laid it at the feet of Pandulph, the pope's legate, who was pleafed to reftore it to him. He further engaged, that he fhould pay an annual tribute, of a thoufand marks, to the fee of Rome; and that, if any of his fuCceffors fhould endeavour to revoke, or infringe this agreement, they fhould, from that moment, forfeit all right to the crown. ^ Might vox. John have made a vigorous oppofition ? A. Yes, and perhaps finally have prevailed in the conteft, had he been pofTefTed of the affeflions of his fubjedts; but he had rendered himfelf, by his numerous vices, fo odious to his people, that they were glad to fee him reduced to the 
lowcft ebb of ntifery. 
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Did the king of Fran e accept the offer, which the pope had made him of the kingdom of England ? A. Yes, and was preparing for an invafion of that coun- try, when he heard of the accommodation between king John and the pope. ^ Did this put a flop to his intended expedition ? A. No; he was determined to execute the enterprize, notwithftanding the prohibition of his holinefs, and wa* juft upon the point of embarking his troops, when the de- feat of his fleet by the earl of Salijbury, the Englijh admiral* effeftually difappointed his ambitious views. i£. Was not king John elated with this vi&ory ? A. So much, that he went over to the continent, with a view of recovering his foreign dominions; but after a few- feeble efforts for that purpofe, he was obliged, on the ap- proach of a French army, to abandon the defrgn. Did he enjoy tranquillity during the remainder of his- reign ? A. No: he was engaged in a fierce conteft with his barons, which, however detrimental' to himfelf, was ex- tremely advantageous to his fubje&s. ^ What gave occafion to this difpute ? A. The barons, enraged at/iron’s tyranny, required him? to reftore the laws of king Edward, and renew the charter of Henry 1.; and upon his refufal, they aflemble'd their forces, and beftowed the command of them upon Rolcrt Fitz.-'walter, whom they iliied, Marefchal of the army of God/ and of Holy Church. They then proceeded to London, where they were received with open arms ; and having compelled thofe barons, who adhered to John, to come over to their party, they reduced that prince to fuch extremity, that he was obliged to grant them the two famous charters, com- monly called the Magna Chart a, or Great Charter, and the Charta de Fartjla, or Charter of Forefir; which have ever fince been confidered as the chief foundation of the Englijb conftitution. Sf Did not John endeavour to revoke thefe grants ? A. ¥es; and for this purpofe, he levied an army of Brabanfons, or foreign 'banditti, with which he over-ran< and laid wafte the whole kingdom ; and the barons were fo 

incenfed at thefe cruel outrages, that they were tempted to F & have 
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have recourfe to the dangerous expedient of inviting over Lewis, fon to the king of France, upon whom they pro- pofed to bettow the crown of England. i?. Did Lewis accept the invitation ? j'j, He landed at Sandwich, on the 21ft day of Nay, 1216 ; and being prefently joined by feveral of the F.nghjh nobility, he foon made; himfelf mailer of the greateil part, of the kingdom. What was the refult of thefe hoflilities ? A. John was reduced to the very brink of ruin, and feemed juft upon the point of being deprived of his crown, when grief for the lofs of his baggage, which was fwallowed up in the walhes of Limdnjhire, threw him into a fever, which put a period to his life. He died at Newark, on the »9th of October, 1216, in the fifty-firft year of his age, and the eighteenth of his reign. What is the character of John ? A. It feems to have been a compound of every vice that Can difgrace human nature, wi.h hardly a fingle virtue, or good quality, to throw into the oppofite fcale ; though his conduft, odious and deteftable as it was, procured to the people the tnoib important advantages ; his tyranny firft prompted the barons to affert, and his fioth and cowardice afterwards enabled them to obtain, thofe ineftimabie rights and privileges, which now form the balls of the Engtijh confutation, and diftinguilh the people of Great Britasn above every other nation on the face of the earth. Had he any children ? A. By his firft wife, Avija, heirefsof the houfe of Gku- eefier, he had none; but by his fecond wife, IJabelLt-, daughter to Aynuxr, count of Angculejme, he had two fons, viz. Henry, his fucceflbr; and Rickard, earl of Cornwall, and king of the Romans: and three daughters, namely, Jane, wife to Alexander II. king of Scots ; Eleanor, married hr ft to William Marefchal, carl of Pembroke, and afterwards to Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicejter ; and IJabella, conlbrt to the emperor, Frederic II. He had alfo ten natural chil- dren ; but none of them were any wife diltinguiihed. F>. Had John no difputes with his other neighbours ? A. He obliged the king of Scotland, and the prince of 

Wales, to do him homage. He took prifoner the king of Ccnflaughtt 
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Connaught, an bijh prince, who had rebelled ; and he re- duced to his obedience the greateft part of that kingdom. What were the molt remarkable events, that hap- pened in the other countries of Europe, during his reign ? A. The taking of Conjiantinople by the French and Vene- tians, in 1204; and the crufade again It the Aibigen/es, a fpecies of fe£taries in the fouth of France, who were en- tirely exterminated. This crufade is faid to have given rife to the bloody inquijiticn. 

CHAP. XXVI. 
Henry III. furnamed of Winchejler, XXVIP* 

King of England. 
From the Yea Popes. Honorius III. 121; Gregory IX. 1227 Celestin IV. 1241 Innocent IV. 1243 Alexander IV. I2$4 Urban IV. 1261 Clement IV. 1265 Gregory X. 1271 Emperors of the Eaft. Theodore L 1204 John III. ,222 Theodore II. 1223 John IV. 1259 Michael VITI. I2S9 Emperor of the Weft. Frederic II. 1212 French emperors of Conftant. Henry I. 1206 Peter II. 1217 Robert deCodr 1221 Baldwin II. 1237 

HAT did the Enak 

1216 to 1272. Kings of France. Philip II. it80 Lewis Vill. 1223 S. Lewis IX. 1226 Philip III. 1270 
Kings o/'Denmark. Valdemar.II. 1203 Eric V. 1240 Abel 1250 Christopher L 1252 Eric VII. 1259 
* King of Sweden. Valdemar 1251 
Kings of Portugal, Alonso II. 1212 Sancho II. 1223 Alonso III. 1248 
Kings of Scotland. Alexander II. 1214 Alexander III. 1249 

(h do upon the death of king 
*• The obfervation, which w« made, with regard- to the hiftory cf Bcnnurk (fee note p. ’it) is ftill more applicable to that of Sweden. 

A. They 



no History <?/ENGLAND. 
A. They immediately divided into two parties; one of which adhered to the caufe of Lew/j; the other to that of Henry, eldeft fon to the late king. Which of thefe parties prevailed in the conteft ? A. That which declared in favour of prince Henry. How were they able to gain the fuperiority ? A. Partly by the intereft of William Marefcbal, earl of Pembroke, who drew over to prince Henry's fide a great many barons of the French fadtion; partly by the influence of Gualo, the pope’s legate, who excommunicated Lewis, and all his adherents. <5^ When was the young prince crowned ? A. On the 28th of Oftober, 1216, by the name of Henry III. and as he was yet a minor, (being only in the tenth year of his age) the earl of Pembroke was appointed regent, or guardian of the kingdom. What did this nobleman do, in order to encreafe the popularity of the king ? A. He made him confirm the two charters, and even grant the people fome additional privileges. Did not Lewis endeavour to preserve the footing he had gained in the kingdom ? A. Yes; and for that purpofe, brought over fome fup- plies of men and money from France: but his general, the count de Perche, having been defeated and killed by the earl of Pembroke, in the great battle of Lincoln, which was- fought on the 19th of May, 1217; and the fuccours fent him by his confort, Blanche of Cajiile, having been attacked and repulfed by the fleet of the cinque ports, on the 24th day of Auguft, of the fame year; Lewis was obliged to- agree to a treaty, by which he renounced all pretenfions to the crown of England; and he and his foreign troops imme- diately left the kingdom. How long did the earl of Pembroke govern the kingdom ? A. Till his death, which happened.in 1219. Who fucceeded him the regency ? A. Peter de Roches, biftiop of Winchefier, a Poitevin, and' Hubert de Burgh, who, during the late reign, had defended Dover again It all the attempts of Lewis and his party. This laft nobleman was, at the fame time, created chit f-jufliciary 

of England, How 
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How did thefe two minifters behave in their high office ? A. They afted, at firft, with great unanimity j but, at laft, a jealoufy broke out between them, while each of them endeavoured to engrofs to himfelf the favour of the king; which, after a fhort ftruggle, was gained by Hubert tie Burgh, who, in the year 1226, procured a bull from the pope, declaring Henry to be of full age, in confequence of which, the bilhop was difmifTed from his office. What ufe did Hubert make of his great credit f A. He employed it, in fome things, for the intereft of the king, and that of the people ; but, in many, he abufed it to the prejudice of both. What inftances can you give of the former ? A. He reftrained the licentioufnefs of the turbulent ba- rons, and preferved order and good government in the kingdom. ^ What examples can you produce of the latter ? A. He puniflied fome rioters by martial law, which was confidered as a violation of the great charter. Did not the king, about this time, undertake an expedition to France ? A. Yes, whither he had been invited by the male-contents of that kingdom ; but he returned, foon after, without per- forming any aftion of importance. ^ Did not the barons form a combination againft Hubert de Burgh ? A. Yes, and fucceeded fo far, that that nobleman, who had been created earl of Kent, and married a daughter of the Scottijh king, was banifhed from court; and the biihop of H'inchejier rdlored to the adminiftration. Did the conduft of this prelate anfwer the expecta- tions of the public ? A. No : for being a foreigner himfelf, he beftowed places of truft and profit upon none hut foreigners; a cir- cumftance, which enraged the Englijh to fuch a degree, that they rofe in arms, under the earl of Pembroke, and would probably have compelled the king to difmifs his foreign mi- nilters, had not de Roches found means to fow jealoufy among the male-contents, and thereby todifconcert their meafures. He even fuborned fome affaffins, who murdered the earl of Pembroke in Ireland. Neverthelefs, this odious minifler was. 
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was, at laft, difgraced, at the infligation of the archbifliop of Canterbury ; and he, and all his affociates, were baniftied from court. Did the removal of this minifter free the Engltjh from the dominion of foreignej* f A. No; for Henry having, in 1236, married Eleanor, daughter to Raymond^ count of Province, his. court was filled with a frelh fwarm of foreigners. His mother too had, upon the death of her hulband, efpoufed Hugh, count de la Marche, to whom fhe had been originally betrothed ; and, in confequence of this alliance, great numbers of ad- venturers came over to England from that country : and as the king, who was of an eafy temper, was entirely go- verned by thofe about him, he conferred every office, in church and Hate, upon thefe new favourites. Were not the Engljb provoked at this partiality to foreigners ? A'. So much, that-they formed a confederacy again!! the king and his minifters, and chofe for their general, Simon de Mont fort, earl of Lei cefer, OK What fuccefs did the confederates-meet with ? A. They obliged the king to agree to certain articles, intitled, The Statutes or Provfcns of Oxford', by which tire fovereign authority was lodged in the hands of twenty-four commiffioners,. called confervators, twelve of whom were nominated by the king, and twelve by the parliament. WTas this accommodation lading ? A. No : afreffi quarrel foon broke out between the two parties, upon which they agreed to refer their difpute to Lewis, king ol France ; but not being fatisfied with his de- cifion, they had recourfe to arms, and coming to an en- gagement at Lewes, on the 14th of May, 1264, the ba- rons obtained a complete vidlory; having taken the king himfelf, his foil, prince Edxcard, his brother Richard, earl of Cornwall, and his nephew, Henry d'Allmain, pri- foners. How did the earl of LeUeJlerdifyofo of thefe illuftri- ous captives ? A. He confined the two princes, Edward and Henry, in Lover cajile, and committed the king of the Romans to the tower.ofbut.himfelf kepi king Henry-, and carry- 



Henry III. 113 
ing him about with him through all parts of the kingdom, made ufe of his authority to get into his pofleffion, fuch towns and fortrefles as had hitherto adhered to the royal caufe. ^ How did Leicefier employ his great power ? A. In fome things he abufed it in the moll fcandalous manner ; but he was the author of one regulation, which, notwithflanding his numerous failings, muft endear his me- mory to every fincere lover of his country. ^ What was that ? A. He ordered two knights to be returned for every /hire, or county, in the kingdom, and one or two burge/Jes for every burgh, to reprefent the body of the people in parliament; and this inllitution (as we have before obferved) is ge- nerally regarded as the true origin of The Hou/e of Commons. This happened in 1265, being the forty-ninth year of the prefent reign. How long did Leicejier enjoy his authority ? A. About fifteen months; at the end of which, prince Edward efcaped from prifon, and afl'embling a body of forces, attacked Leicejier in the neighbourhood of Eve/ham, on the 4th day of Auguft, r 265, when the earl loft, at once, both the battle and his life; as did alfo Henry, his eldeft fon. What was the confequence of this vi&ory ? A. All the royalilts were reftored to liberty, and the king re-eftablifhed in the polTefiion of his throne. Did none of the confederates make any farther re- finance ? A. Simon, fecond fon of the earl of Leicejier, held out, for fome time, in the ifland of Axholm; but was, at laft, obliged to fubmit. Adam de Gourdon too, a courageous baron, maintained himfelf, for fome months, in the forefts of Hampjhire ; but being' attacked by prince Edward, who engaged him in fingle combat, he was wounded and taken prifoner, and was not only indulged with his life and liberty, but even admitted into the prince’s fervice. Did not the earl of Gloucejter raife another infur- re&ion f A. Yes; he inftigated the populace of London to take up arms; and prince Edward was obliged to collefl an army of 
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of 30,000 men, in order to fupprefs them ; but this feems to have been done without any great effufion of blood on either fide. Was Henrf s reign diftinguilhed by no other remark- able events ? A. None of any great importance. The pope, indeed, made a tender of the kingdom of Sicily (of which he pre- tended to be the fuperior lord) to Edmund, earl of Lancajitr, Henry’s fecond fon, provided that prince would take the trouble of conquering it; and Henry was fo foolilh, as to accept the offer : but his barons refufing to aflift him in the enterprize, he was finally obliged to abandon the projeft. His brother alfo, Richard, earl of Cornwall, was elefted king of the Romans; but not being poffefled of any perfonal, or family intereft in Germany, he never attained to the dig- nity of emperor. When did Henry die ? A. On the 16th of November, 1272, in the fixty-fixth year of his age, and the fifty-fixth of his reign. He was interred before the high-altar in Wejiminjhr abbey. Had he any children ? A. By his queen, Eleanor of Provence, he had nine chil- dren, five of whom died in their infancy ; but four of them furvived him, viz. Edward, who fucceeded him on the throne ; Edmund, earl of Lancafier ; Margaret, married to Altxander III. king of Scots; and Beatrix, vtife 10 John de Dreux, duke of Brittany. What is the character of Henry III. ? A. He was certainly a prince of very mean abilities, a flave to his paflions, devoted to favourites, fickle, capri- cious, and violent in his temper; and to thefe caufes, ra- ther than to his arbitrary principles, ought to be afcribed all the dttlurbances that happened in his reign. Greedy of money, but profufe in his expences, he was perpetually employed in pillaging his fubjefls, or lavifhing his wealth upon worthlefs minions. Gentle, however, and merciful in his difpofition, he was never guilty of any aft of cruelty ; but contented himfelf With punifhing the rebels in their effefts, when he might juftly have deluged the fcaffold with their blood. 
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J. Yes, as well as during feveral of the preceding, and many of thofe which followed ? What kind of hardlhips did they fuffer ? A. The king demanded of them whatever fums of mo- ney he pleafed; and, on their refufal, he puniftied them in the moft arbitrary manner. ^ What kind of punilhments did he inflidl upon them ? A. I lhall only mention one particular, as it may ferve to give us fome idea of the manners of the age. King 

John, the father of Henry, demanded 10,000 marks from a Jens of Brijioh, and, on his refufal, ordered one of his teeth to be drawn every day, till he (hould confent. The Jew loft feven teeth ; and then paid the fum required of him. Can you give no other inftance of the rudenefs and barbarity of the age ? A. Hiftorians tell us, that, in the reign of Henry ll. Thomas aBecket, the chancellor, lived with greater fplendor and magnificence, than any fubjeft in England had ever done before ; and, as a proof of this, they add, that his appartments in winter were, every day, covered with clean ftraw or hay, and in fummer, with green rulhes or boughs, left the gentlemen, who paid their court to him, and could not, by reafon of their great number, find a place at table, fliould foil their fine cloaths by fitting on a dirty floor. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIf. 
Edward I. furnamed Long-Jhanks, XXVIIi’^ 

King of England. 
From 1272 to 1307. 

Popes. Gretcory X. 1271 Innocent V. 1276 Adrian V. 12^6 John XXI. 1276 Nicholas Ilf. 1277 Martin IV. ,281 Honorius IV. 128; Nicholas IV. 1288 Celestin V. 1204. 
Boniface Vllf. 1294 Benedict IX. 1303 Clement. V. 1305 Emperors of the Eafl. Michael VIII. 1259 Andronicus II. 1283 Emperors of the Weft. Frederic If.* 1212 Kodolphus •zj? 
Adolph, y NaiTau 1291 AlbertI. 1298 

Kings of France. Philip III. 1270 
Philip IV. 1285 

Kings of Denmark. Eric VII. ,2,-9 Eric VIII. 1286 
Kings of Sweden. Valdemar 1251 Magnus Ladis. I. 1277 Birger 1290 

Kings of Portugal. Alonso III. 1248 Denis 1279 
Kings of Scotland. Alexander III. 1249 John Baliol 1293 Robert Bruce 1306 

s!:TT7HO fucceeded Henry III.? \ V A. Edward I. furnamed Long-jhanks, his eldeft fon. 
2L Where was this prince, at the time of his father’s deceafe: 

* After the death of Frederic, there was an interregnum in the em- pire till RMpbus ; during which, the following princes either reigned, or were elefled, viz. Conrad III. William, earl of Holland \ Rubard, eat] of Cornwall (this king’s uncle;] Edward IV: and Alpbor.fo, king of Cadilr. 
A. On. 
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A. On his return from Paleftine, whither he had gone in 12"0, with Lewis, king of France. 2^ Did he perform any remarkable a&ions in that part ©f the world ? A. Though he had but a fmall army, he defeated the Saracens in feveral battles, and ftruck fuch a terror into them, that they employed an affaflin to deprive him of his life. How did the ruffian execute his enterprize ? A. Having procured admittance to the prince, under pretence of carrying on a negociation, he took an oppor- tunity, when there was nobody in the room, but Edward and him felt, to aim a dagger at his break. Edward, how- ever, warded off the ftroke, though in fo doing, he was wounded in the arm ; and perceiving the infidel about to repeat his blow, he flruck him on the break fo forcibly with his foot, that he threw him to the ground; and then wrek- ing the dagger from his hand, he inkantly plunged it in the barbarian’s heart. Q Did not Edward take vengeance on the Saracens for this bafe attempt ? A. No: the foldan of Babylon proteked his innocence in the mok folemn manner, and Edward was pleafed to admit his apology. Soon after, he concluded a truce \Vith that monarch, and then fet out on his return for England. <?. Where was he, when he received the news of his father’s death ? A. At MejJina in Sicily, from whence he repaired to France; did homage to Philip for Guienne; and having fettled the affairs of that province, came over to England, where he was crowned at (Pejlminjler, on the 19th of Au- guft, 1274; Alexander III. king of Scots, John, duke of Bretagne, and the wives of thefe two princes, Edward’s fillers, being prefent at the folemnity. It is faid, that in order to add to the grandeur of the ceremony, five hundred horfes were turned loofe, with liberty to every one to keep as many of them as he could catch. ^ What were the firft a£ts of Edward's government ? A. He applied himfelf, with equal diligence and fuccefs, to the reformation of thofe abufes, which had taken place during the reign of his father! And as the adulteration of 
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the coin was one of the principal evils complained of, and the Jews were chiefly fnfpefled of that crime, no lefs than two hundred and eighty of thole people were hanged at once for this enormity in London, belides thofe who fuffered in other parts of the kingdom. He likewife appointed a commiflion, to enquire into the encroachments on the royal forells, and even into the validity of the titles, by which the barons held their eftates; but this laft meafure he was foon obliged to drop. In what manner ? A. Earl Warenm, who, during the preceding reign, had performed the moil important fervices to the crown, being required to fliow his titles, drew his fword, and faid, that was his title ; adding, that William, the Norman, did not conquer England for hintfelf alone; his anceftor was a joint adventurer in the caufe; and he himfelf was deter- mined to maintain what had, from that period, remained unqueftioned in his family. ^ What were the firit military exploits of Edward? A. Lewellyn, prince of Wales, having refufed to affift at his coronation, or even to do homage for his principality, Edward marched againft him at the head of a numerous army ; and having cooped him up in a narrow corner, re- duced him to fuch extremity, that he obliged him to agree to whatever terms he thought proper to impofe. f?. What were thefe ? A. That Lewellyn ihould pay to Edward 50,000 !. as a reparation of damages; ihould do homage to him for his principality; permit all the barons of Wales, except four about Snowdon, to fwear fealty in the fame manner ; and ihould relinquiih the country between Chejhire and the river Conway. 

Q Did the prince of Wales obferve this treaty ? A. No: provoked at feme perfonal infults, which he had received from Edward-, enraged likewife at the many hoftilities, which the lords marchers (as they were called) had committed upon the Weljb borders; and being further iniligated by the fuggeilions of his brother David, who exhorted him to recover his ancient independance ; Lewellyn was tempted to take up arms: but being defeated and flain by Mortimer^ one of the lords marchers, his head was cut 
off. 
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off, and fixed on the tower of London. His brother David, too, who fucceeded him in the principality, being taken prifoner, was brought to a formal trial before all the peers of England, and was hanged, drawn, and quartered, as a traitor; though guilty of no other crime, than that of de- fending by arms the liberty of his native country, together with his own hereditary authority. Did the Weljh make any further refiftance ? A. No: they, all of them, fubmitted to the arms of Edward-, and thus was Wales, after a ftruggle of eight hundred years (for it had never been conquered by the Saxons) finally fubjedled to the crown of England. Q. Did not Edward employ a ilratagem to reconcile the We{//o to the Englijh government ? A. Yes; by prefenting to them his infant fon, Edward, who was born at Caernarvon, as a Weljhman by birth, and one who could fpeak no other language. This Edward was the firft prince of Wales, and the elded fons of the kings of England have, ever fince, borne that title. ^ Was not Edward engaged in a war with the Scots ? A. Yes, and one that laid the foundation of that violent animofity, which long prevailed between the two nations. What gave occafion to this war ? A. The attempt which Edward made, full to acquire a fuperiority over Scotland, and afterwards entirely to fubdue it. What prompted him to make this attempt ? A. The reference made to him by the competitors for the crown of Scotland. In what manner ? A. Alexander III. king of Scots, had, by his wife, Ed~ ward’s filler, an only daughter, called Margaret, married to Erie, king of Norway, to whom Ihe bore a daughter of the fame name with herlelf; and foon after died. Alexander being, about this period, killed by a fall from his horfe, was fucceeded by his grand daughter, Margaret of Norway, who, at the fame .time, was affianced to the young prince of Wales; by which marriage, had it taken effeft, the crowns of England and Scotland would have been united ; but the princefs dying in her paffage from Norway, the throne of Scotland thereby became vacant. 

3-Who 
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Who laid claim to it? A. No lefs than twelve perfons; but the two, whcfe pretenfions feemed to be the beft founded, were John Bal'wl and Robert Bruce, both of them fprung fiom the royal fami- ly of Scotland. How nearly were they related to it? 

A. It is to be obferved, that the pofterity of William., king of Scotland, the prince who was taken prifoner by Henry 11. being all extintt by tne .death of Margaret of Norway ; the right of the crown was devolved on the line of David, earl of Huntington, brother to William, whofe male line being alfo extindt, left the fucceffion open to the pofterity of his daughters, who were three in number. Baliol was grandfon of the eldeft of thefe daughters; 
Bruce was the fon of the fecond : fo that Baliol was related to -the royal family in the third degree, but fprung from an elder branch ; firare was related to it in the fecond degree, but fprung from a younger. ^ In whofe favour did Edward give fentence ? 

A. In that of Baliol (who was undoubtedly the true heir of the crown) but not till he had required from him, as well as from the other competitors, a folemn acknowledgment of his fuperiority over Scotland. AK Did they comply with his requeft ? 
A. Yes; their defire to obtain the crown was fo great, that they were willing, for the fake of it, to fubmit to any conditions. Accordingly, Bahol was no fooner crowned, than he did homage to Edward for his kingdom. Was Edward fatisfied with the advantage he had gained ? 
A. No; as he was determined to make a conqueft of Scotland, he feized every opportunity to provoke Baliol, with a view, if poflible, to engage him in rebellion ; and, if he could draw him into this fnare, to forfeit his domi- nions as the punifhment of his treafon. <9. Did the fteps he took for this purpofe, produce the defired effeft ? A. Yes, and the more eafily, as Baliol was alhamed of the conceflion he had made, and found that he had rendered himfelf odious to his fubjefls for deftroying the ancient in- dependence of their kingdom. <£. What 
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What fuccefs did Ealiol meet with in lhaking off the yoke he had impofed upon himfelf ? A. Very bad; for being deferted by Robert Bruce, and others of his nobility; being defeated by the Englijh general, Warenne, in a pitched battle, where he is faid to have loft about 20,000 men; and the greateft part of his kingdom being fubdued by Edward; Baliol was obliged to fubmit at difcretion, and to refign his crown to the Englijh monarch, with liberty to difpofe of it as he ftiould think proper. ^ How did Edward a£t upon this occafion ? A. He committed Baliol to the Bower of London, where he remained a prifoner till the year 1299, when he con- fented to go into a voluntary exile, and died abroad in a private ftation. At the fame time Edward caufed the crown and fceptre of Scotland, together with the famous ftone at Scone (which the Scots regarded as the palladium of their monarchy) to be carried to London ; and having re- duced that kingdom to the form of an Englijh province, and entrufted the government of it to earl IVarenne, he re- turned into England with his viftorious army. ^ Did Scotland long continue in this Hate of fubjedlion ? A. No; the people being exafperated at the cruelties and extortions of Ormefiy, the jufticiary, and CreJJingbam, die treafurer, became loon every where ripe for a revolt; nor was it long before a proper leader prefented himfelf to them. Who was this ? A. One William Wallace, a gentleman of fmall fortune, in the weitern part of Scotland, a perfon of gigantic ftature* incredible ftrength, and invincible fortitude; who having collefted a good body of forces, defeated the Enghjh in fe- veral (kirmilhes, expelled them from moft of the ftrong- holds of the kingdom, routed, in the neighbourhood of Stirling, earl Warenne, though at the head of an army of 40,000 men ; and having almoft cleared the country of the enemy, he even ventured to make an inroad into England. His followers, charmed with the gallantry of his conduft, unanimoufly declared him regent of the kingdom. i£. How long did he enjoy this authority f A, But a very flrort time; for the nobility being jealous 
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of his growing fame, and difdaining to ferve under a pri- vate gentleman, Wallace voluntarily refigned his command, which was betlowed upon John Cummin, and the fteward of Scotland. How did thefe noblemen difcharge their important trull ? si. Very unfuccefsfully ; for being defeated in a great batde, fought at Falkirk, where they are faid to have loft about iz,oco men, Edward recovered all the fortrefles ■which Wallace had feized, and reduced Scotland to fuch a low condition, as he thought would difable it from revolting for the future. In this battle Wallace was the only perfon that difcovered the lead military Jkill, or condudl; he kept together the body of troops which he commanded j and he retired with them, after the aftion, without being purfued by the En^lijh. Did the Scots continue long in tranquility ? A. No; being rather exafperated than fubdued by their late misfortunes, they refolved to make one effort more for the recovery of their liberty. With this view they chofe John Cummin for their regent; and that nobleman, having aliembled an army, and being aflifted by fir Simon Frazer, a northern chieftain, obtained no lefs than three viftories in one day over the Englijh general. What did Edward, when he heard of thefe proceed- ings ? A. He marched into Scotland with fuch a formidable army that the inhabitants were afraid to make the leaft refiftance; and he thus proceeded, without interruption, from one end of the kingdom to the other, receiving every where the fubmiffion of the people. dh What became of the brave Wallace? 

A. He was bafely betrayed by his friend Monteith, into the hands of Edward, who caufed him to be carried up in chains to London, to be tried as a rebel and traitor, though he had never fworn fealty to England; and to be hanged, drawn, and quartered on ‘Tower-hill. Q. Did the death of this chieftain put an end to the war? A. No : Robert Bruce, fon to the nobleman of the fame name, who had flood candidate for the crown, determined 
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to undertake the delivery of his country. For this pur- pofe he entered into a correfpondence with Cummin, the regent, who, as he had fome pretenfions to the crown, and wanted to ingratiate himfelf with the Englijh monarch, revealed the whole fecret to Edward and Bruce, who was then at London, was juft upon the point of being arrefted, when hearing of his danger from a friend at court, he inftantly departed, and arriving in his own coun- try, expoftulated with Cummin upon his perfidious conduct; but receiving no fatisfaftory anfvver from that nobleman, he ftabbed him with his own hand; and was himfelf, foon after, folemnly crowned at Scone, by the biftiop of St. Andrews. 4\ Was he able to maintain himfelf in that high ftation ? A. Not for fome time ; for being defeated by the Earl of Pembroke, and difpoflefled of all his fortrefles ; and fee- ing his relations perie.cuted, his wife and fifttr imprifoned, his brothers and nobility brought to the fcaffbld, and him- felf abandoned by all the world, he was obliged to fly to the Wejitrn IJIes, and to take refuge in one of the Hebrides, where he lay concealed at the houfe of a friend, in ex- pectation of better fortune. Did he meet with the w'i(hed-for opportunity ? A. Yes : for Edward, who had wintered at Carlifle, no fooner returned to London, than Bruce came forth fiom the place of his concealment, and afiembling the fcattered remains of his army, and reinforcing them with new levies, he attacked and defeated the Earl of Pembroke ; and being now entire mafter of the field, he recovered pofleflion of feveral towns, which the Englijh had fei7ed. What did Edward do upon receiving the news of this misfortune ? A. Being highly enraged againft the Scots, whom he confidered as altogether incorrigible, he refolved to punifli their repeated rebellions by watting their country from one extremity to the other. For this purpofe he levied a nu- merous army, and began his march for the north ; but he had not proceeded far on his journey, when he was feized with a dyfentery, or bleody-flux, which put a period to his life. 
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Had Edward no other war to maintain ? A. Yes, againlt Fratict \ though it was not attended with any remarkable events. He loll Guienne indeed by the artifice of the French court; but afier expending im- menfe Aims in contracting alliances with foreign powers, he was able at lalt to recover that province. ^ Was not he engaged in a difpute with the clergy ? A. Yes; for refufing to contribute to the exigencies of the Hate, he put them out of the protection of the laws; in confequence of which, every one was allowed to plun- der their effects, and abufe their perfons, without being li- able to any kind of penalty. At lalt, however, they thought proper to comply with the demands of the king, and were reftored to the privileges enjoyed by other fubjeCts. Where did Edward die ? A. At Burgh on the Sands, a fmall town in Cumberland, enjoining with his laft breath his fon and fucceffor to pro- fecute the enterprize againft Scotland-, and never to defift till he had made an entire conquelt of that kingdom. He concluded, by way of encouragement, with thefe words: Let my bones be carried before you ; for fure I am, that the rebels will never dare to Jland the fight of them. He expired on the 7th of July 1307, in the fixty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his reign. His body being con- veyed to IVejiminfter, was there incrulted with wax, and depolited near that of king Henry, his father. ^ What is the charaCler of Edward ? A. Of a graceful perfon and dignified afpeCl (notwith- ftanding the great length and flendernefs of his legs, which procured him the fumame of Long-fhanks) he was as well qualified to captivate the populace by his exterior appear- ance, as to gain the approbation of men of fenfe by his more folid virtues. Endewed alike with perlbnal bravery, and political courage, he had the fpirit to undertake, and the refolution to accomplilh fome of the moll difficult and dangerous enterprizes that ever were attempted by any Englifh monarch. Nor was he lefs remarkable for his civil than his military abilities. The improvements which he made in the Englifh law were fo great, that he received the appellation of the Englifh Jufinian. He divided the court 
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•ourt of exchequer into four diftindl courts, which managed each its refpedive branch of bufinefs: he firft inflituted the office ofjufticeof the peace; reftrained at once the turbulence ofthe barons, and the violence of the people ; reprefled robberies and diforders of every kind; and, in a word, introduced a new face of things, by the wifdom and vigour of his government. How many children had Edward? A. By his firft wife, Eleanor of Caftile, he had four fons; but, Edward his heir and fucceffor, was the only one that furvived him. He had likewife by the fame confort, eleven daughters, fix of whom died in their infancy. Eleanor was married to Henry duke of Bar; Jean to Gilbert Clare, earl of Gloucefier, and afterwards to Ralph de Monthermer; Margaret, to John duke of Brabant; Elizabeth, to John earl of Holland, and afterwards to Humphrey de Bohun, earl of Hereford; Mary was a nun at Ambrefbury. By his fecond wife, Margaret of France, he had two fons ; Thomas, earl of Norflk, and maifhal of England-, Edmund, earl of Kent -, and a daughter, named Eleanor, who died in her 
childhood. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 
Edward II. XXIXth King of England. 

From 1307 to 1327. 
Popes. Clement V. 1305 John XXII. 1316 Emperor of the Eaft. Anchonicus II. 1283 Emperors of the Weft. Albert I. 1298 Henry VII. 1308 Frederic III. 1314 Kings of France. Philip I'V. 1285 Lewis X. 1314 Philip V. 1316 Charles IV. 1322 

Kings o/1 Denmark. Eric VJII. 1286 Christopher II. 1318 
Kings of Sweden. Birger 1290 Magnus Smeek 1319 
Kings of Portugal. 

Denis 1279 Alonso IV. 1324 
King of Scotland. 

Robert Bruce 1306 
4J.TT 7H O fucceeded Edward I ? y y A. Edward II. his eldeft fon, who began his reign in 1307; being then about twenty.three years of age. ̂ Was he married at the time of his acceflion ? A. No: but he was no fooner crowned than he went over to Boulogne, to celebrate his nuptials with Ifabella of France, daughter of Philip the Fair, to whom he had for- merly been betrothed ; and the ceremony was accordingly performed in the prefence of four monarchs, viz. Philip king of France, Lewis king of Navarre, Charles king of Sicily, and the king of the Romans. How did F^warr/conduft himfelf in the beginning 
of his reign ? A. fBeiing utterly incapable of holding the reins of em- pire himfelf, he refigned them into the hands of one Piers Gavefon, a Gefcon knight, his chief favourite and confident. 
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The late king, perceiving the influence of this foreigner with his fon, and dreading the confequence of fuch a dan- gerous attachment, had banifhed him the kingdom ; but Edward was no fooner feated on the throne, than he re- called him into England, and loaded him with fuch marks of his favour and affe&ion, as excited the jealoufy of the 
barons, who required the king once more to banifti him. Did he comply with their requeil ? A. He was obliged todofo; though even in his com- pliance he gave frefh proofs of his fondnefs for his fa- vourite. Indead of expelling him thz. Englijb dominions, he appointed him lord lieutenant of Ireland, attended him to Brijlol, on his journey thither, and before his departure conferred upon him new lands and riches. He even ven- tured, in a little time after, to recall him into England. Q Were not the barons enraged at this Hep ? A. So much, that they compelled the king to banifli him to Flanders, and at the fame time to intruft the fo- vereign power to twelve perfons, to be chofen by the -prelates and barons. What ufe did thofe commifiioners make of their au- thority ? A. They enadted feveral ftatutes for the government of the kingdom ; and among others, one, by which it was or- dained, that no foreigner Ihould enjoy for the future, any place of truft in England, ^ Did affairs remain long in this fituation ? A. No: The king having delivered himfelf from the hands of the barons, annulled the ftatutes, and recalled Gavejlon ; at which the barons were fo much incenfed, that they rofe in arms, befieged the favourite in Scarborough, took him prifoner, and condudting him thence to the caltle of War-wick, caufed his head to be ftruck off by the com- mon executioner. This event happened on the firft day of July 1312. 4>. Did Edward follow the advice of his father in pro- fecuting the enterprize againft Scotland? A. No: he advanced but a little into that kingdom; and not meeting with the enemy, he returned fuddenly into England, and dilbanded the forces. ^ Was not the war, however, ftill continued ? G 4 A. Yes; 
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A. Yes; and Edward now returned into Scotland with an army of an hundred thoufand men, in order to raife the fiege of Sterling, which ftill remained in the hands of the Englijh, and was clofely invefted by the enemy ; bnt ’Bruce meeting him at Bannockburn, with an army of thirty thoufand men, gave him a total defeat on the 25th day ef June, 1314. Did not I'Ywara'revenge this lofs? A. The name of Robert Bruce, it is faid, was now be- come fo terrible to the Englijb, that no fuperiority of num- bers could encourage them to keep the field againlt that hero; who being thus freed from all oppofition, reduced Sterling, recovered Berwick, and having raifed contributions in the northern counties of England, effedhially fecured his crown, and eftablilhed the tranquillity of his kingdom. Had not the king another favourite after the death of Gaw/ion ? A. Hugh le D'E/pen/or, or Spencer, a young nobleman of a graceful perfon and genteel addrefs, loon obtained over the weak mind of Edward, the fame influence and autho- rity which Gave]}on had pofleflied. ^ How did the barons bear with this new minion ? A. Provoked alike at hi* infolence and avarice, they formed againft him a powerful confederacy, of which Thomas earl of Lamajler, the king’s uncle, was the chief. Q What meafures did th* confederates purfue ? A. They ravaged the eftate* of Spencer and of his fa- ther, who had likewife great intereft at court; and obliged the king to banifli thofe minifters. Was their banifliment perpetual ? A. Edward having levied an army for fome other pur- pofe, attacked the barons, defeated them intirely, took the earl of Lancafter prifoner, caufed that nobleman to be beheaded, and recalled {o England the two Spencers. This happened in the fpring of i}?2. Did Edward enjoy tranquillity during the reft of his reign ? A. No: his queen, a profligate and abandoned woman, created him infinite trouble, and at laft had a con- 

fiderable (hare in bringing him to an untimely end. 66 What 
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^ What were her motives for this conduft ? A. Her averfion to the Spencers, her hatred to her huf- band, and her love for Roger Mortimer, a baron in the Welfb marchef. ^ How did Ihe execute her projefi: ? A. She went over to France, under another pretext, and carried with her her fon Edward, who did homage to the French king for Guienne and Ponthieu. O' What encouragement did foe meet with at the French court ? A. Charles the Fair, her brother, who then fat on the throne of that kingdom, being alhamed to fupport the queen and prince, againft the authority of a hulband and father, l/ahella was obliged to apply elfewhere; and Ihe therefore betrothed her fon, Edward, to Philippa, daughter of the count of Holland and tiainault, from whom fhe obtained a ftrong body of forces, under the command of earl John, his brother. 4\ How did (he employ thefe troops ? A. She carried them with her into England; and pre- tending that her foie intention was to remove the two Spencers, fhe was, immediately upon her arrival, joined by mod of the barons. 
4J. What did the king do in this extremity ? A. Deferred by his friends, and purfued by his enemies, he attempted to fly into Ireland; but being driven back by contrary winds, he concealed himfelf in Heath-abbey in Wales, where he was foon after difcovered, and committed clofe prifoner to the caftle of Kenilworth. The two Spencers were at the fame time feized, the one in Brijtol, the other in Wales-, and both of them were inflantly hanged. ^ What Heps did the queen take with regard to her hufnand ? A. She fummoned a parliament, which being intirely under her influence, formally depofed him, and proclaimed his fon Edward monarch in his ftead. Deputies were then fent to the dethroned king to require him to refign the crown. ^ Did he comply with their requefl ? A. Ke fainted away atthe firft intimation of it) and then G s fked- 
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/bedding a flood of tears, fubmitted quietly to whatever was demanded of him. ^ What became of him afterwards ? A. He was committed to the care of Henry tarl of Lan~ cajiery who, touched with pity for his unhappy condition, not only ufed him with great knity, but was even fuf- pefted to have entertained thoughts of reltoring him to the throne. The queen, therefore, and Mortimer, her fa- vourite, w'ho now lived in the moft fcandalous familiarity, being determined to make away with him, ordered him to be removed from the caftle of Kenil<-juorth, to that of Berk- ley, where he was entrufted to the charge of Sir Thomat Goumay, and Sir John Mautravers, who treated him with every fpecies of indignity ; hoping, by that means, to break his fpirit, and thus put a period to his life. Can you give any inflance of their cruel treatment of him? A. It is reported, that one day, when he was to be /haved, they ordered cold and dirty water to be brought •ftom the ditch for that purpofe; and when he defired it to be changed, and was ftill denied his requeft, he burft out into tears, which bedewed his cheeks ; and he ex- claimed, that in fpite of their infolence, he fhould be lhaved with clean and tvarm water. Did thefe means of laying Edward in his grave prove effedtual ? A. No; and the ruffians, therefore, had recourfe to an- other method flillmore barbarous and cruel. They entered his apartment; threw him on his bed ; held him down forcibly with a table, which they flung over him ; thruft into his fundament a red hot iron, which they inferted through a horn: and though the outward marks of vio- lence upon his perfon were prevented, by this expedient, the horrid deed was difcovered to all the guards and attend- ants, by the fcreams with which the agonizing king filled the caflle, while his bowels were confuming within him. He expired on the zift of September 1327, in the forty- third year of his age, and the twentieth of his reign. O Did not his murderers meet with condign punifh- 

menc ? A. Gour- 



Edward II. 131 
A. Gournaj periflied by the hands of the executioner ; b'ut Mautravers having found means to perform fome important fervice to Edzvard III. received a pardon. The fate of the queen and Mortimer will be feen in the next chapter. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of Edward. A. He is faid to have refembled his father in the linea- ments of his face, as well as in the elegance and regu- larity of his lhape ; and he followed his example in a drift obfervance of the conjugal duties, to which he met with a very ungrateful return : but he was utterly deftitute of all thofe great and noble qualities, which rendered the other the mod illuftrious hero of the age. Of a warm and benevolent heart, he was ftrongly inclined to friendlhip ; but of weak and narrow intellefts, he had not difcernment to choofe a friend : of a lazy and indolent difpofition, he took up with the firft that fortune threw in his way; and of flrong and violent paflions, when once he hacf fixed his choice, he could never be perfuaded to withdraw his attachment: and to this caufe are fuppofed to be owing all the calamities that befel him in his life, and the untimely death to which he was at lad brought. 4?. How many children had Edward} A. By his queen Ifabella of France, he had two fons, and two daughters, viz. Edward III. his elded fon and fucceflbr; John, created afterwards earl of Cornwall, who died young at Perth -, Jane, married to t)awid Brace, king of Scotland; and Eleanor, efpoufed to Reginald, count of Gueldres. PA Was not England, during fiis reign, afflifted with a grievous famine ? - . A. So grievous, that men are faid to'have devoured one another. This famine, according to fome hidoriatis, laded three years. PA Did any remarkable events happen about this period, in the other kingdoms of Europe 1 A. The order of knights-templars was aboliflied in Trance -, and the example of that kingdom was foon after followed by a!} the other dates of Europe, Thefe knights had greatly degenerated from the virtues of their prede- ceffbj s ; bat the chief caufe of their ruin leems to have been the immenfe wealth which they h d every where acquired, and which excited the avidity of the Chriilian princes. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 
Edward III. XXXth King of England. 

From 1327 to 1377. 
Popes. John XXFI. Benedict XII. Clement VI. Innocent VI. Urban V. Gregory XI. Emperors of the Eaft. .Andronicus II. 1283 Andronlcvs III. 1332 John V. .341 John VI. 1355 Emperors of the Weft. 

1316 
•334 >342 
>352 
1362 1370 

Frederic III. >3>4 Lewis IV. 1330 Xharles IV. 1347 Kings of France. Charles IV. 1322 Philip VL 1328 John I. 1355 Charles V. *364 

Kings of Denmark. Christopher II. 1318 Valdemar III. 1340 OlausV. 1375 
Kings of Sweden. 

Magnus Smeek 1319 Albert of Mecklenb. 1363 
Kings e/“Portugal. 

Alonso IV. 1324 Pedro I. 1357 Ferdinand 1367 
Kings of Scotland. 

Robert Bruce J306 David II. >33° Edward Baliol. 1332 David II. reftored 1542 Robert II. (Stuart) 1370 
<9. TT T H O fucceeded Edward II. W A. Edward HI. his eldeft fon, who afcended the throne in 1327. What were the firft afts of his reign ? A. As he was yet a minor, being only in the fourteenth year of his age, a council of regency was appointed, con- ftfting of five prelates and feven lay peers; but the chief 
authority was engrofled by the qneen-dowager, and her favourite, Mortimer, who ftill lived in the moft fcandalous familiarity. 9. How did they conduft the affairs of the nation ? A. Very 
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A. Very ill; though no worfe than might be expetted from perfons of fuch abandoned charadiers. ^ Pray give me fome inflances of their conduft. A. They bellowed all places of trull and profit upon their own creatures ; concluded a difadvantageous peace with the S ots ; brought the earl of Kent, the king’s uncle, to the block; overawed the proceedings of parliament; plundered and opprefied the people; till, at length, the king, moved by the cries of his fubjedts, who called aloud for juftice, and by a regard to the honour of his own fa- mily, which was fo deeply affedled by the behaviour of the queen and Mortimer, caufed the latter to be feized, tried, and executed, and confined the former to his houfe at Rijings, during the remainder of her life. Mortimer was hanged at Elmes, in the neighbourhood of London, where his body remained two days on the common gibbet. <£. How did Edward behave after taking the reins of government into his own hands ? A. It mull be obferved, that, before the death of Mor- timer, the Scots had made an irruption into the northern counties of England-, upon which, Edward alTembled an army of fixty-thoufand men, and marched out in quell of the enemy ; but though he overtook them, and even con- tinued in fight of them for feveral days, he was not able to bring them to a battle ; and the Scots, after ravaging the country, returned home with an immenfe booty. Soon after a peace was concluded with that people; and, in order to render it more lafting, Jane, king Edward's filler, was given in marriage to David Bruce, eldell fon of the Scottijh king. ^ Did not the war with Scotland break out afrelh ? A. Yes. ££. Upon what occafion ? A. The king of Scots having refufed, contrary to the articles of the late peace, to reltore fuch of the Englijh ba- rons as had formerly pollelfed ellates in Scotland, to the enjoyment of their lands, thefe noblemen refolved to do themfelves jullice by force of arms. With this view they fent for Edward Baliol (fon of the late king John) who then refided in France as a private perfon, and placing him at their head, invaded Scotland with an army of twenty- 
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five thoufand men, defeated the regent, Marre, in two pitched battles ; their fleet, at the fame time, obtained a victory over that of the enemy ; and thus the kingdom 
being in effeft fubdued, Ballot was folemnly crowned at Scc;:e ; and young David and his confort were obliged to fly into France. This revolution happened in 1332. Was Ealiol able to maintain himfelf on the throne ? A. No; for having difiniffed the greatefl part of his Engl/Jh followers, he was luddenfy attacked by Sir Archibald Douglas, and chaced into England in a moll miferable con- dition. ^ What reception did he meet with at the Englijh court ? A. Edivard, who had hitherto favoured him in fecret, though he was afhanicd to fupport him, openiy againft a minor king, and a brother-in-law, now refolved to efpoufe his caufe in earnefl, provided that Raliol fhould do him homage for his crown ; a condition to which the other rea- dily agreed. Accordingly he marched into Scotland with, a numerous army, defeated the natives in a great battle at llalidown-hill, and re-eltablilhed Baliol on the throne; but he had no foo.ner departed, than that prince was dri- ven once more into .England. Edward returned into Scotland witn a flill more formidable army, and reflored Baliol, who, immediately upon the departure of the Englijh, w'as a third time expeljed the kingdom ; and as Edward’s attention was now engaged by affairs of greater c nfequence, Bahd was never able to recover pofTelTion pf his throne. ijh What engaged the attention of Edward at this time ? A. The war that he was carrying on againfl France. 
f ^ What gave occaf.on to this war i . A. The claim which Edward had to the crown of that kingdom. What title had he to it ? A. He was the fon of Ifabella, daughter oY Plilip the Fair (who died without male iffue) and filler of Charles the Fair, the laft king of France, to whom Philip dt Valois, the prefent fover.eign, was only coufin.; but Pkifip \vas fprung from a male branch, Idward only from a female. 
L Was this title well founded l A. It 
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A. It was contrary to the Salic law, by which all females, and all the defcendants of females, are excluded from the throne of France. Q What was the origin of this law } A. Hiftorians are not agreed as to this particular ; but the moll probable opinion is as follows: The word Sala, ©r Sals, fignified anciently the callle or houfe of a great lord ; and from thence was derived the name of Saltans, by whom were meant the great lords of the kingdom, who be- longed to the court, or the king’s houfehold. In propor- tion as the French kings eftablilhed theaii'elves in Gaul, and extended their conqueits, they affigned lands to the Saltans, that is, to the principal men of their Sale or court, on con- dition that whoever pofleflld thefe lands, Ihould ferve in perfon in the wars; and for this reafon they could never be polfelTed by women, whofe fex rendered them incapable of bearing arms. A law was therefore enafted for this purpol'e, and expreffed in the following terms; “ No part of the Salic lands, that is, lands given to a Salian, can be inherited by a woman ; but all fuch lands lhall defeend to the males only.” ^ Did this law regulate the fucceflion to the crown, as well as that to private poflelfions ? A. Not originally ; though it came in time, and long before the period of which we are now fpeaking, to be applied likewife to that important article. 4^, Would EdnuartTs title have been well founded, had he not been excluded by the Salic law ? A. No'; for the three lalt kings, Lewis Butin, Philip the Long, and Charles the Fair, brothers to Edward's mother, had all left daughters, who were ftill alive, and who flood before Edward in the order of fucceflion. But Edward af- ferted, that though his mother, Ifahella, was excluded by the Salic law, he himfelf, who inherited through her, was not liable to any fuch obje&ion, and might therefore claim by the right of propinquity. 4>. Would his title have been good upon that fuppo- fition A. Not even then ; for Charles, king of Navarre, de- feended from the daughter of Lewis Hutin, would have had a preferable title : fo that Edward's claim,' in whatever light 
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light it is viewed, was altogether groundlefs. Neverthelefs, he aflumed the title of king of France, which his fijcceilbrs Hill tetain. Did he proceed immediately to aflert it ? j4. No ; for as he was ftill a minor, and had made no preparation for undertaking a war, he thought it prudent, to conceal his intention. He was even obliged to go over to France, and do homage to Philip for Guienne and Ponthieu, in prefence of the kings of Navarre, Ma- jorca, and Bohemia; but he took the precaution, before he left England, to proteft privately againft this cere- mony. When did he begin the war againft France ? A. In 1339; though nothing remarkable happened in the firft campaign. On the thirteenth of June, of the fuc- ceeding year, he obtained a great naval victory over the French, who loft, in the aftion, two hundred and thirty Clips, thirty thoufand men, and two of their admirals. Was the war carried on without interruption ? A. No; but in 1346, Edward invaded Fran e a fecond time, with an army of thirty thoufand men ; and being on the 26th of Auguji, overtaken by the French king in the neighbourhood of Crecy, with an army of one hundred and twenty thoufand, he gave him a total defeat. The honour of this vidlory was chiefly due to Edward, prince of Wales, furnamed the Black Prince, from the colour of his armour, who was then only in the fixteenth year of his age, and now made his firft campaign. The lofs of the French in this battle was great; for befides 1200 knights, 1400 gentlemen, 4000 men at arms, and 30,000 men of inferior rank, there fell the duke of Alencon, king Philip's brother, the dukes of Lorrain and Bourbon, the earls of Flanders, Blois, Harcourt, Vaudemont, Aumale, and the kings of Majorca and Bohemia \ which laft was blind from age, and died fighting for France, agreeably to his wifti. His creft was three oftrich feathers, and his motto thefe German words, Jch dien, 1 Jerve ; which the prince of Wales adopted in memory of this fignal viflory, and the fame has been retained by all his fuccefibrs. *’Tis related by feme hif- torians, that the Engli/fr firft employed cannon in this great 
battle; and that though the ufe of this engine was known 
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in France, as well as in England, Philip had neglefted to bring his artillery with him. ^ How did Edward improve this victory ? /I. He was not fo elated with it as to think of penetrating into the heart of France^ul contented himfelf with under- taking the fiegeof Calab, which after having blockaded for a twelvemonth, he at laft reduced by famine. Did not Philip endeavour to raife this fiege ? A. Yes; and tliat with an army of 20c,coo men ; but he found the Englijh fo ftrongly intrenched, that it was im~ poflible to attack them, without the molt imminent danger. Q. Was not this fiege attended with a remaikable cir- cumitance ? A. ’Tis faid that Edward was fo exafperated at the long and obftinate refiftance of the garrifon, that when they of- fered to capitulate, he infilled that fix of the principal burghers Ihould come to his camp with the keys of the place in their hands, and halters about their necks ; and that he ordered thefe brave citizens (one of whom was called Pierre de St. Euftace) to be led to immediate execu- tion ; when he was happily prevented from committing fuch a barbarous adtion by the entreaties of his queen, Philippa, who not only procured them a pardon, but, after giving them a plentiful repaft, and making them a prefent of money and deaths, fent them back to the town in fafety. Was not the war with Scotland renewed about this time ? A. Yes; and equally to the honour and advantage of the Englijh; for the Scots having recalled their king, David Bruce, from France, invaded England with an army of 50,000 men, and carried their ravages to the gates of Durham, where being attacked by queen Philippa, at the head of 12,000 men, they were defeated, with the lofs of 15,0:0 of their troops; and their king himfelf was taken prifoner. He was detained in captivity for the fpace of eleven years, and then reftored to his freedom in confe- quence of a treaty, which was concluded between the two nations. 9. When 
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^ When did Edward renew his attempt againft France? A. Though feveral petty enterprizes were undertaken and executed in the interim, no remarkable event hap- pened till the year 1356, when Edward prince of Wales made an invafion into with an army of 12,000 men ; and coming up with king John, fon and fuccefTor of Philip, who had affembled an army of 60,000 men, at a place called Maupertnis, near Poitiers, he put the enemy to a total route; took king John himfelf, and Philip, his fourth fon, prifoners, and killed about 6coo of his men; among whom were the duke of the conRable of France, and fifty of the greateft noblemen of the kingdom. The glory, which the prince of Wales gained by this vic- tory, was only exceeded by the fame he acquired from his generous treatment of the captive monarch, to whom he behaved with fuch profound refpeft and deference, as extorted tears of joy and admiration from all the French Erifoners. The example of prince Edward was followed y the king his father, who treated his royal captive with the greateft humanity; but being determined to make the moft of this incident, he carried him over into England, and committed him prifoner to the palace of the Savoy. What ufe did make of this viftory ? yj. He perfuaded John to agree to a treaty, by which Edward was to be reftored to all the provinces, which had been pcffidTed by Henry II. and his two fens; and which were to-be annexed to the crown of England, without any 

obligation of homage or fealty on the part of the Englijh monarch. i?. Did the French miniflry aflent to this treaty P A. Charles, the dauphin, a prudent and fagacious prince, who, during his father’s captivity, had aflumed the reins of government, abfolutely refufed to agree to a meafure, which would have difmembred the monarchy ; upon which Edward invaded France with an army of ioo,coo men : but the dauphin took fuch excellent precautions for the fecurity of the kingdom, that Edward, having in vain at- tempted to reduce the city of Rheims, and ravaged the country to'thevery gates of Paris; anebfindingit impoiiible to draw the dauphin from that place, in which he had taken 
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his ilation, he was obliged to confent to a peace, which was concluded at the village of Bretigni. ^ What were the conditions of this peace ? A. It was ftipulated, that John ihould pay as his ranfom three millions of crowns of gold ; about 1,500,000 pounds of our prefent money : that Edward ihouid for ever re- aiounre all claim to the crown of France, and to all pro- vinces formerly poffefled by his anceftors; and Ihould re- ceive in exchange the provinces of Guienne, Poitou, Xain- tongue, I'Agenois, Perigord, the Limoujin, Querry, Rounjcrge, PAngoumois, Calais, Guifnes, Montreal, and Ponthieu, without being obliged to perform any homage to the French mo- narch. It would be tedious to enumerate the other ar- ticles of the treaty, which was figned on the eighth day of May, 1'60. Was this treaty faithfully executed ? A. King John was fet at liberty in confequence of it, after having been a prifoner for upwards of four years; and that monarch performed all the articles, fo far as de- pended on himfelf with the utmoft punftuality. He even came over to England Pox that purpofe, notwithftanding the remonftrances of his courtiers ; and he foon after lickened and died in the Sawy, the place of his former confinement. He expired on the eighth of April, 1364. Did Charles V. his fon and fucceffor, obferve the ar- ticles of the peace with the fame fidelity ? A. No: he attacked the Englijh provinces in France with fuch fuccefs, that he foon reduced moft of them under his fubje&ion ; and all this he performed by means of his generals, without ftirring himfelf once out of his palace; 10 that in 1370, Edward was obliged to agree to a truce, after having loit almolt all his ancient pofleflions in France, except Bayonne and Bourdeaux; and all his conquefts, ex- cept Calais. ^ Was Edward engaged in any other wars ? A. He efpoufed the caufe of his fon-in-law Johnzomt of Montfort, againft that of Charles of Blois, nephew to the French king, whq, both of them, laid claim to the duke- dom of Brittany, and though he'was not fo fortunate as to put an end to the war in perfon, when he crofled int<^ Brittany in 1342, he had yet the fatisfattion to fee it con- 

cluded 
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eluded agreeably to his wifhes; for Charles loft at 0uc« both his dukedom and his life in a battle which was fought at Auray, in 1364, in confequence of which Mont fort fuc- ceeded to the dutchy. ^ Did Edward perform no other remarkable aflions ? A. On the 29th of Auguft 1350, he attacked a fleet of Upanijh (hips, which greatly infefted the Englijh coafts; defeated them entirely ; took twenty-four of their veffels ; and tither funk or difperfed the reft. ' Did not he inftitute the order of the garter ? A. Yes, but of this we have given a particular account in chap. Xf. Did not Edward and the Black Prince undertake an expedition into Spain? A. Yes ; in 1367, in order to reftore Peter the Cruel to the throne of Caftile; from which he had been expelled 
by his natural brother, Heaty de Eravjlamare ; and he finilh- ed this enterprize with his ufual glory and good fortune. <5^ How long did he furvive this expedition ? A. About nine years; though during the greateft part of that time he was in a very bad ftate of health. He died, after a lingering illnefs, on the eighth day of 1376, 
in the forty-fixth year of his age; and left behind him a charafler diftinguiihed by every great and amiable virtue. His valour and military talents formed the fmalleit part of his merit: his generofity, humanity, affability, and mo- deration, gained him the affeftions of all the world, and rendered him at once the delight of the court, and the darling of the people. Was he ever married ? A. Yes; to his coufin Joan, commonly called the Fair maid of Kent, daughter and heir of his uncle, the earl of Kent, who was beheaded in the beginning of this reign. She had been formerly married to Sir Thomas Holland, by whom fhe had children. She likewife bore two fons to Edward, viz Edward, who died at feven years of age, and Richard, who fucceeded to the crown of England. i?. Where did king Edward l\[. die? A. At his palace of Shten, now called Richmond, on the 2 J ft day of June 1377, in the fixty-fifth year of his age, and the hfty-firft of his reign. And this great monarch, who 
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who had been fo much courted during his life time, had the cruel mortification, before he expired, to fee himfelf abandoned by all the world, Alice Pierce, his favourite miftrefs, when Ihe faw his end approaching, feized the moft precious things Ihe could lay her hands on; and tearing the ring from his finger, went off. His courtiers, and even his chaplains, treated him with the fame indif* ference and negleft. ^ What is the character of Edward? A. He was certainly one of the greateft and moft ac- 
complilhed princes that ever filled the Englijh throne, whether we confider him as a warrior or legillator, as a monarch or a man. In his ftature he was about fix feet high, of an elegant fhape, and robuft conftitution : his limbs were finely turned ; his eyes were quick and pier- cing; his vifage was ftiarp and aquiline; [and hisj whole air fuch as at once, engaged affedlion, and commanded efteem. Nor were the qualities of his mind inferior to thofe of his body. He was brave, aftive, and enterprizing; flirewd, fenfible, and fagacious; fevere, but impartial in the execution of juftice ; liberal, not profufe, in his ex- pences: and what contributed, in a peculiar manner, to endear his memory to the Englijh, it was in his reign, that they firft began to acquire over France, their rival and na- tional enemy, that fuperiority in warlike atchievements, which, aim oft without interruption, they have ever fince maintained. How many children had Edward? A. By his queen Ifabella, he had, befides the Black Prince, fix fons and five daughters, viz. William of Hat- field, who died in his infancy; Lionel duke of Clarence-, John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafier, from whom fprung that branch, which afterwards mounted the throne; Edmund, duke of York; William of Windfor, who died young; and Thomas, duke of Gloucefier. His daughters were, Ifabella, married to Ingelram de Couey, earl of Bedford; Joan, be- trothed to the prince of Caftile, but died in her journey to Spain ; Blanche, who died in her childhood ; Mary, ef- poufed to John de Mont fort, duke of Brittany, and Mar- garet, wife to John Hafiings, earl of Pembroke, 

3. Were 
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Were not fome attempts made in (h« reign, towards a reformation of religion ? A. Yes; the celebrated John W'ickliff'e began about this time, to declaim in his fermons againll the doflrine of the real prefence, pilgrimages, purgatory, monaflic vows, and other fuperflitions of the church of Rome; and he had foon the good fortune to make a great many profelytes, particularly the duke of Lancojier, king Edward's fon. But notwithfianding the protedlion of this powerful patron, he was cited to appear before the bilhop of London; and his tenets were folemnly condemned in an affembly held at Oxford. He efcaped, however, the malice of his enemies; and died peaceably in 1385 at his re&ory of Lutterworth, in the county of Leicefer. He feems to have been a man of parts and lemine ; and has the honour of being the firlf perfon in Europe who publicly called in queftion thofe dcftrines, which had univerfally pafied for certain and un- difputed during fo many ages, His followers were called U icklifftes, and fometimes Lollards. Q What was the moll remarkable law palled in this reign ? A. That which limited the cafes of high treafon, before vague and uncertain, to three principal heads, ‘viz. the confpiring againll the life of the king, the levying war rgainlt his perfen, and the adhering to his enemies; and this law Hill remains in force, without any alteration. Q Did Edward leave any confiderabie monuments be- hind him ? • A. He built the magnificent callle of IVindfor ; and his method of conducting that work may ferve as a fpeeimen of the condition of the people in that age. In Head of al- luring workmen by contrafls and wages, he affelled every country in England to find him fo many mafons, tilers, and carpenters, as if he had been levying an army. ^ Was not England vifrted with a dreadful plague du- ring this reign i A. Yes, as well as all the other kingdoms of Europe-, and this malady is fuppofed to have fwept away above one fourth of the inhabitants in every country which it attacked. Fifty thoufand fouls are faid to have perilhed by it in London alone. Was 
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Was not the fpirit of chivalry and gallantry very pre- valent at this period ? y/. More, perhaps, than in any age which either pre- ceded or followed it. The following is a remarkable in- ftance to this purpofe. A difpute having arifen between the Englijh and the Bretons, which of them had the fairefl miflreffes, they agreed to decide the quarrel in a folemn duel of thirty knights of the one nation againft thirty knights of the other. After a bloody combat the Bretons prevailed; and gained for their prize full liberty to boaft of their mifrejfes beauty. 

CHAP. XXXI. 
Richard II. XXXIst <?/England. 

From 1377 to 1399. 
Popes. Gregory XI. 1370 Urban VI. 1378 Boniface IX. 1389 Emperors of the Baft. John VI. 1355 Emanuel II. 1391 

Emperors of the Weft. 
Charles IV. 1347 WlNCESLAUS 1378 King ^"France, Charles V. 1364 Charles VI. 1380 

Sovereigns of Denmark. Olaus V. 1375 Margaret. *387 King of Sweden. Albert of Meclenb. 1363 Sovereign of Denmark and 
Sweden. Margaret i39i* Kings of Portugal. Ferdinand 1367 JohnI. !385 Kings ^Scotland. Robert II. 1370 Robert III. 1390 

H O fucceeded Edward III. 
VV A. Richard W. grandfon to that monarch, and fon to Edward the Black Prince of Wales. He afcended the throne in 1377, being then only in the eleventh year of 

* In the courfe of this year, the crowns of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, were united in the perfon of the famous Margaret of Den- mark, commonly called, o» account of her courage and capacity, the Semiramis of the North. his 



144 History of ENGLAND. 
his age. ’Tis at his coronation, which was performed Oh the 16th-of July of the fame year, that hiftorians firft men- tion the champion coming into Wejlminjler-hall, and giving his challenge; but this cuflom is fuppofed to be of greater antiquity. £>. How was the government conduced during his mi- nority ? uf. By a council of nine perfons, confiding partly of prelates, and partly of lay-peers; but the chief authority was engroffed by the king’s three uncles, the dukes of Lax- (after, York, and Glouceftir. Was not a dangerous infurreflion raifed in the be- ginning of this reign ? Jl. Yes, in 1381, on account of a poll-tax, or an im- pofition of three groats upon every perfon above fifteen years of age. The firft diforder arofe from a blackfmith in a village of The tax-gatherers came to this man’s fhop, while he was at work, and demanded payment for his daughter, whom he affirmed to be below the age af- figned by the ftatute. One of thefe fellows offered to pro- duce a very indecent proof to the contrary, and at the fame time laid hold of the maid ; which the father refent- ing, immediately knocked out the ruffians brains with his hammer. The byftanders applauded the aftion, and ex- claimed, that it was full time to take vengeance on their tyrants, and to affert their native liberty. They inilantly flew to arms; and increafing every day in their numbers, they foon amounted to one hundred thoufand men, who affembled on Black-heath, under their principal leaders, Wat ‘Tyler, and Jack Straw. As their intention was to reduce all men to a level, they murdered every gentleman whom they could lay hold of; expreffed a particular animofity a- gainft the lawyers and attornies; and the king’s mother happening to pafs through the midft of them, in her return from a pilgrimage to Canterbury, fome of the moft infolent among them, in order to ftiew their purpofe of deftroying all rank and deftindion, forced kifl'es from her, though they committed no farther violence upon her perfon. What was the iffue of this infurreflion ? A. Part of the rebels having received a pardon, and ob- tained a charter for the abolition of flavery, laid down their 
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their arms, and returned peaceably to their habitations. But Wat 'lykr, at the head of another body of them, en- tered into a conference with the king mSmithfeU, where that demagogue made fuch extravagant propofals, and even lifted his fword with fuch ,a menacing air, that Walyjortb, the lord mayor of London, provoked at his infolence, ftruck him a furious blow on the head, and laid him dead at his feet. Jack Straw, his companion, was foon after feized and executed ; and the rebels, being thus deprived oi their leaders, were obliged, every where, to fubmit to the go- vernment. Did the reft of Richard's reign pifs in tranquility? A. No; it was almoft continually difturbed by lie fac- tions and cabals of the barons, particularly of the duke of Gloucefter, his uncle. s’. What gave occalion to thefe cabals ? A The king’s attachment to favourites, who diverted his attention from ferious bufinefs, engaged him in low pleafures and amufements, and encouraged him in pillaging and opprefling his fubjeds. s’. Who were the chief of thefe favourites ? A. Robert de Fere, earl of Oxford, whom Richard created marquis of Dublin, and duke of Ireland; and Michael de la Pole, fqn to a merchant of London, who was made earl of Sufolk, and chancellor oiEngland, 

What method did the barons take to exprefs their rel’entment againit thefe favourites r A. They full obliged the king to fummon a parliament, where Suff.lk was tried, and deprived of his oflice. T hey were foon after tempted to rife in arms, and drive the duke of Ireland out of the kingdom. They likewife compelled the king to rcfign the fovereign power into the hands of a certain number of commiflioners, molt of them of their own party : and when Richard obtained, from Sir Robert Tre- filran, and the other judges, a Tolemn decifion, declaring this commiffion illegal, and extending the royal preroga- tive beyond its ufual bounds,.the barons called the judges to a fevere account, condemned Sir Robert Trejilian to death, and banilhed his aflbciates to Ireland. This laft event hap- pened in 1388. 
s’: Did affairs remain long in this fituatipn ? H A. No; 
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A. No; in lefs than a twelvemonth, Richard annulled the commiffion he had granted, refumed into his own hands the fovereign authority, and in 1397 (for nothing remarkable paffed in the interval) he caufed the duke of Gloucejier, who was plotting againft the government, to be fuddenly arrefted, and conveyed to Calais, where he was bafely fmothered. Not fatisfied with this facrifice, he pro- ceeded to take vengeance on all the reft of his enemies: Richard Fitz-Alan, earl of Arundel, was brought to the Icaffold; his brother, the archbilhop of Canterbury, was deprived of his fee ; Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, was doomed to perpetual exile in the IJle of Man ; and the dukes of Hereford and Norfolk were baniflied the kingdom ; the former for ten years, the latter for life. Did the puniihment of thefe noblemen put an end to the public difturbances ? A. No ; for Henry, duke ok Hereford, who, upon the death of his father, had now fucceeded to the title of Lancafer, being highly provoked at Richard's injuftice in driving him into baniihment, and feizing his eftate, contrary to the moft exprefs engagements, refolved to do himfelf right by force of arms; and with this view, embarking at Nantsu, in Brit- tany on the 4th of fuly, 1399, he fet fail for England, and after a quick paflage, landed fafely at Ravenfpur in Yorkjhire, Did he, at his firft arrival, difcover his intention of feizing upon the crown ? A. On the contrary, he took a folemn oath, that he had no other purpofe in this invafion, than to recover thedutchy of Lancafer, unjuftly detained from him; and this cir- Cumftance, joined to his great popularity, procured him fuch a number of friends, that his army, foon encreafed to 60,000 men. Did he meet with no oppolition ? A. No ; Richard was at that time abfent in Ireland, fup- prefling a rebellion which had broke out in that kingdom; and Edmund, duke ok York, the king’s uncle, who was regent of England, finding it impoflible to make head againft Lan- cafer, difmifled his forces, and retired to his own palace. 

What fteps did Richard take upon the news of this invafion? A. He haftened over to England with an army of 20,000 men; but being deferted by his troops, he took refuge in the 
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the Ijle of Anglefea, where he was foon after fecured, and conveyed firft to Flint-Cajlle, and thence to London, where a parliament was aflembled, who brought him to a trial, and folemnly depofed him, on the 28th of September, 1399. ^ What were the crimes that were laid to his charge ? A. He was accufedofhavingdevolved the whole fovenign power upon a fet of worthlefs favourites, who plundered and oppreffed the people; of having violated, in a molt ar- bitrary manner, the laws of the land ; brought a great num- ber ofhis nobility unjuftly to the block; of having cruelly and treacheroufly put to death his uncle, the duke of Gloucejhr ; in a word, of having been guilty of almoil every crime that conftitutes the charadler of a tyrant. What became of him after his depofition ? A. He was imprifoned in Pomfret-Cajlle in Yorkjhire, where he foon after died. The manner of his death is varioufly related. Some pretend, that Sir Piers Exton, and others of his guards, fell upon him unawares, and murdered him with, their halberts. But the moll: probable opinion is, that he was ftarved to death, by order of the duke of Lancaji^n and after all fubfrltence was denied him, he prolonged his unhappy life, it is faid, for a fortnight, before he reached the end of his miferies. This account is more confillent with the llory, which fays, that his body was expofed in public, and that no marks of violence were obferved upon it. He died in the thirty-fourth year of his age, and the twenty-third ofhis reign. <•?. What is the charadler of Richard? A. He was certainly a weak, vain, and contemptible prince, and altogether unqualified for managing the reins of empire. He was violent in his temper, profufe in his ex- pences, fond of idle (how and magnificence, devoted to favourites, and addicted to pleafure: paffions, all of them, the mod inconfrftent with a prudent ceconomy, and confe- quently dangerous in a limited and mixed government. ^ Had he any children ? A. No; though he was twice married, fird 10 Anne oi Lux mburgh, filter to the emperor Wincejlaus; and after- wards to Ijabella of France, daughter of Charles VI. but his marriage with this lad lady was never confummated. 

Ha Were 
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Were the Englijb engaged in any wars during his reign ? A. Yes ; both with France and Scotland; but neither of them were attended with any remarkable event. A fharp Ikirmifh, indeed, was fought at Otterborne, between Doug- las and Piercy, furnamed Hotfpur; in which the former was ilain, and the latter taken prifoner. 

CHAP. XXXI. 
HOUSE of LANCASTER. 

Henry IV. furnamed of Bolingbroke, 
XXXIP King of England. 

From 1399 to 1413. 
Popes. Boniface IX. 1389 Innocent VII. I4°4 Gregory XII. 1406 Alexander V. 1409 John XXIII. 1410 Emperor of the Eaft. Emanuel II. 1391 Emp rors of the Weft. WlNCESLAUS *378 Robert Le Pet 1400 SlGISMUND 1410 

King of France. 
Charles VI. 1380 
Sovereigns of Denmark and Sweden. 
Margaret 1391 Eric 1411 

King of Portugal. 
John I. 1385 

King of Scotland. 
Robert III. 139° 

<£. T Y 7 H O fucceeded Richard II ? yy A. Henry, duke of Lancafter, furnamed of 
Bolingbroke, from the place of his birth. He began his reign on the 28th of 1399. ^. Whofe fon was he ? A, Of John of Gaunt, the late duke of Lancafter, third fon of Edward III. £. Was 
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^ Was he true heir to the crown ? A. No ; Mortimer, earl of Marche, def ended from Lionel, 

duke of Clar-rice, fecond fon of Edvjard III. had a prefera- ble title ; but as he was then only a boy offeven years of age, his claim was cverlooked upon this occafion. 
Did Henry enjoy his claim in tranquility ? A. No ; he was almoll continually dillurbed by rebellions and infurredlions, which, however, he found means, in the end, to fupprefs; but, in fhe courfe of thefe hoftilities, he was obliged to put to desth fuch a number of noblemen, as loll him the popularity which he had formerly poirdfed. ^ Fray mention the moft remarkable of thefe infurrec- tions. A. The firft was raifed in 1400, but was immediately quelled; and the e&th oL Kent, Salijlury, and Huntington, the lords Spencer, Lumley, and others, were brought to the block. The fecond was excited, the year following, by Owen Ghndour or Glendourdy, defeended from the ancient princes of IVals, who endeavoured'to reftore the indepen- dence of his country. Henry marched againft him with a nu- merous army ; but was forced to abandon the enterprize on account of the badnefs of the weather, which wa* fo ftormy, that the £»£///£ imagined Gkndour had made a cornpadt with the devil. A third infurre&ipn was raifed, in 1493, by the earl of Northumberland. Henry attacked the rebels at Sbrewf- bury, and defeated them in a great battle ; in which Harry Piercy, furnamed Hot/pur, was (lain, and the earl of Wor- ctjhr, his uncle, was taken and executed. Northumberland himfelf was pardoned for the prefent; but was foon after killed in another engagement. i£. Had Henry any foreign wars to maintain ? A. Yes; both againft France Scotland•, but neither of them was diftinguilhed by any confiderable aftions. in 1407, Henry obtained an advantage over the Scots, which ferved, for a long time, to keep that people in tranquility. Robert III. king of Scotland, having loft his eldeft fon, David, by the treachery of his brother, the duke of Albany, who ftarved him to death, embarked his only furviving fon, • 'James, on board a Ihip, with a view of fending him to the court of France ; but the prince being thrown, in the courfe of his voyage, upon the coaft of England, was there feized, 

H 3 and 
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and detained in captivity, notwithftanding the truce which iubfifted between the two nations. Henry, however, made ample amends for this breach of hofpitality, by giving the prince an excellent education, which qualified him after- wards, when he mounted the throne, to reform, in feme meafure, the barbarous manners of his fubjedts. Were not feme laws enafled in this reign againlt the Lcllards, or the followers of Wicklijfe ? A. Yes j and William Saav. r.-e, redlor of St. OJithts, in London, was condemned and burned for this kind of herefy. He was the firft perfon that fuffered in England on account of religion. Of what difeafe did Henry die? A. Of a leprofy, according to fome authors ; though others fay it was an apoplexy. He expired in the Jerufalem Chamber in Wejlminfter-Abbey, according to a ridiculous pro- phecy of the times. His death happened on the 20th of March, 3413, in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the fourteenth of his reign. What is the character of Henry IV ? A. He was a prince of a middle ftature, and handfome make ; and was perfedtly Ikilled in all the exercifes of arms and chivalry. His countenance, like his difpofition, was ferious and fedate: he was equally proof againft the fmiles 
and frowns of fortune, neither elated with profperity, nor dejefted with adverfity. His perfonal courage and military prowefs were unqueftioned ; and had he poffefTed the crown by a juft title, and, of confequence, been free from the nu- Snerous infurredlions to which he was expofed, he might poffibly have pafled his life with as much honour to himfelf, xmd as much advantage to the nation, as any other monarch that ever filled the Englijb throne. But the means by which he attained that high dignity were altogether unjullifiable; and the depofition and murder of his lawful fovereign and near relation will ever remain an indelible ftain in the me- mory of this prince. i£.- Had he any children ? A. By his firft wife, Mary de Bohun, daughter and heir of the earl of Hereford, he had four Tons, Henry, his fuccef- foronthe throne; Thomas, duke of Clarence ; John, duke of Bedford’, and Humphrey, duke of Gloucejler : and two daugh- ters, 
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ters, Blanche and Philippa ; the former married to Lewis Barbatus, EleSor Palatine of the Rhine; the latter to Eric, king of Denmark and Norway. His fecond wife, Jam, whom he married after he was king, and who was daugh- ter to the king of Navarre, and widow of John V. duke of Britanny, brought him no ifl’ue. What eminent men flourilhcd under this reign ? A. William ok Wickham, bilhop of Winchejier, Sir Rolest Knolles, and Sir Richard Whittington, lord mayor of London, diilinguithed themfelves greatly by their works of charity and their public foundations. Geoffrey Chaucer and John Gower rendered themfeives famous for their poetry j and are j.uftly conlliered as thefirlt reformers of the Englijh language. 

CHAP. XXXII. 
Henry V. furnamed of Monmouth* 

XXX1IP King of England. 
From 1413 to 1422. 

Popes, John XXIII 1410 Martin V H1? Emperor of the Eaft. Emanuel II. 1391 Emperor of the Weft. SlGISMUND I4IO King of France. Charles VI. 1380 

King of Denmark and Swe- 
den. 

Eric 1411 
King of Portugal. 

John I. 13S5 
King of Scotland. 

Robert III. 1390 

\X7 H O fucceeded Henry IV ? VV K. Henry V. his eldcft fon, born at Monmouth in 1388, and declared prince of Wales, or heir apparent of the crown of England in 1399. He begun his reign in 
J4«3- How did he pafs the earlier part of his life ? A. In a very dilfolute manner; for being prevented, by the jealoufy of his father, from engaging either in civil af- 

H 4 fairs. 



152 History <?/ENGLAND. 
fairs, or in military enterprizes, his aftive fpirit broke out into a number of extravagances, which were altogether in- ! confiltent with his high ftation. It is even faid, that, among j other pranks, he attacked the paffengers on the ftreets and high-ways, and robbed'them of their property. One of his chief companions in thefe frolicks wasSir^^z Folfoffe, a gal- lant captain of that age; upon which Sbakefpear has founded ■ the famous charafler of Sir though in this, as well as in many other inftances, he has departed greatly from the truth of hiftory. Did not Henry, amidfl: all his irregularities, give afig- ; nal proof of his fubmiffion to the laws ? A. Yes; for having infulted Gafcrigne, the chief juftice, ; while he was prefiding on the bench, that magiftrate or- , dered him to be carried to prifon for his rude behaviour ; . i and Henry, to the joy and furprize of all the fpeftators, fubmitted quietly to the fentence pronounced againft him, j ^ How did he behave after his afcending the throne ? J. He became at once, from a profligate prince, a moft excellent fovereign ; called together his former companions, ! acquainted them with his intended reformation, exhorted 'them to imitate his example, but ftriEUy forbad them, till I they had given proofs of their fincerity in this particular, to appear in his prefence; aud he then difmiffed them with liberal prefents. <ik Did he adhere to this wife refolution ? A. With the greateft fleadinefs during the vvhole courfe of his reign. How did he conduft himfelf with regard to ecclefi- aftical affairs ? A. He judged it neceflary to check the enthufiafm of the Lollards or Hickhfiles, whole principles were at that time deemed dangerous to the civil government. Accordingly, \ Sir John Oldcafle, LordCohham, a nobleman of great merit and popularity, and one of the chief of thefe fedlaries, was feized by the king’s order, and imprifoned in the Tanner. He efcaped from thence, and endeavoured to raife an iufurreftion ; but being afterwards retaken, he was hanged . as a traitor, and his body burned for herefy. This man, who had> in various parts of his life, given lignal proofs of courage dnd intrepidity, fupported the lalt fcene with his 
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ufual fortitude, and died with great conflancy. He was the firft, among the Englijh nobility, who fuffered upon a reli- gious account. ^ Had Henry any wars to maintain ? A. He was engaged in a war againft France, and one that was attended with the moil furprizing fucc^fs. ^ What gave occafion to this war ? A. Henry demanded of Charles VI. king of France, the 
reftitution of all thofe provinces which his anceftors had pmTeffed in that kingdom ; and upon Charles’’s refufing to comply with his requeft, he renewed the claim which Ed- ward Illi had laid to the crown of France. How did he fupport this claim ? A. He landed at Harjleiir on the 14th oVAugufl, ,1415, with an army of 30,000 men ; .and having, after a Ihort liege, reduced that place, he peopled it with EngUJh. Dur- ing this fiege, above half his forces'were either cut off by 'the French, Or fnatched away by various difeafes. What enterprize did he undertake next ? A. As the feafon was now far advanced, he refolved to return to England, and with this view began his march for Calais ; but he had no fooner eroded the Somme, than he obferved a French afmy, amounting to upwards of 66,000 men, drawn up be;foie him in the plains oi Agincourt, and determined to oppofe his pallage. ^ What did he do in this extremity ? A. He offered to reftore the town of Harfmr, provided he might be allowed to continue his march to Calais; but this propofal being rejefled, the two armies came to an engage- ment on the 25th of Odoler, when, after a vigorous drug- gie, the Englijh obtained a complete vi&ory. Above ten thoufand French are faid to’have fallen in this battle, whereas the lofs of the Englijh &A not exceed five hundred men, among whom were the duke of York and the earl of Suffolk. In the heat of the adlion, Henry was .furioufly attacked by the duke of Alenin, who, with one ftroke of his ax, cleft the crown, which he wore upon his helmet; but the king returned the blow in fuch a manner as laid his enemy breath- lefs at his feet. During this engagement, Englijh were afibfled with fuch a violent dyfentery, that they are faid to have fought without breeches, in order to fave themfelves 'the double of untrufung. 

What 



154 History 0/ENGLAND. 
^ What ufe did Henry make of this vi&ory ? A Inftead of improving his advantage againfl the enemy, he continued his march towards Calais, and from thence went over to England. When did he renew his attempts againfl France? A. In 1417, he invaded that kingdom afrefh with an army of 25,000 men; and meeting with no confiderable op- pofition, he foon reduced Falaife, Cherbourg, E-vreux, Caen, and Pom de f Arche; he took Rouen after an obftinate fiege ; and before the clofe of 1419, he made himfelf mafler of the whole province of Normandy, two hundred and fifteen years after that country had been wrefled from king John by Phi- lip Auguftus, and re united to the crown of France. .££. Did not feveral circumflances contribute to facilitate the progrefs of the Englijh arms ? A. The violent diflenfions which prevailed in the French miniflry, particularly between the dukes of Burgundy and Orleans, and queen l/abella and her fon Charles, the dauphin, tended greatly to this purpofe. What was the confequence of all Henry’s fucceffes ? A^ He obliged the enemy to agree to a treaty, which was very advantageous to him, and which was concluded at Troye in Champagne, on the 20th of May, 1420. What were the terms of this treaty ? 
A. It was ftipulated, that Henry fhould efpoufe the prin- cefs Catharine, daughter to Charles VI: that this lafl mo- narch fhould, during his life-time, enjoy the title and dignity of king of/"rawer: that Henry fhould be declared and ac- knowledged heir of the monarchy, and beentrulled with the prefent adminiflration of the government: that that king- dom fhould pafs to his heirs whatfoever : and that both kings fliould unite their arms to fubdue the adherents of Charles, who was called the pretended dauphin. Q Was this treaty duly executed ? 
A. Henry efpoufed the princefs Catharine, was recognized regent by the dates of the kingdom, and was put in poflef- fion of the city of Paris, which he fecured with a good gar- rifon. And though the dauphin flrongly oppofed his arms, and even, by the afMance of fome Scottijh auxiliaries under the earl of Buchan, defeated his troops at Bauge, where the duke of Clarence, his brother, was flain, ’tis more than pro- bable. 
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bable, that Henry would have maintained the deftination which his fatlier-in-law had made in his favour, had he not been carried off by a bloody flux, at Bois-de Vincennes, on the 31 ft day of1422, in the thirty-fourth year o£ his age,, and the tenth of his reign. How long did Henry's father-in-law furvive him ? 2. Only iifty days; and the death of that prince produced- an entire revolution in the affairs of France, Q. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of H nry. A. His ftature was fomewhat above the middle fize; his- countenance beautiful; his limbs genteel and (lender, but- foll of vigour. He excelled in all wailike and manly ex- ercifes. He was hardy,, patienr, laborious, and more ca- pable of enduring cold, hunger,, and fatigue, than almolt any foldier in his army. Religious without fuperftition, ju(l without rigour, and complaifant with a becoming dignity he was alike qualified to engage the affedlions, and com- mand the efteem of all around him. Not more tenacious of the prerogatives of his crown than tender of the privileges of his people, he enjoyed, during his whole reign, the moft uninterrupted popularity. His abilities appeared equally in the cabinet and in the field ; and the boldnefs of his en- terprises was no lefs remarkable than his perfonal valour in conducing them. i<h Had Henry any children ? A. By his queen Catharine of France he left only one fon, named Henry, whofe misfortunes,, in the coarfe of his life, furpaffed all the glories and fucceffes of his father. Henry’s widow, foon after his death, married a Welch gentleman, called Sir 0<wen.Tudor, and faid to be defcended from the ancient princes of Wal es : (he bore him two fons, Ee- mund and Jafper, of whom, the eldeft was created.carl of Richmond-, the fecond ear! of Pembroke. The family of ’Tudor, firft raifed to diftin&ion by this alliance,, moumad 
afterwards the throne of England, 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 
Henry VI. furnamed of Windfor, 

XXXIV,h King of England. 
From 1422 to 1461. 

Popes. 
Martin V. 1417 Eugenics IV. 1431 Nicholas V. 1447 Calixtus III. 1455 Pius II. 1458 

Emperors of the Eaft. 
Emanuel If. 1391 John VII. 1426 Constantine III. and laft Emperor, 1448 

Emperors of the Weft. 
Sigismund 1410 Albert II. 1438 Frederic IV. 1440 

Kings of France. Charles VII. 1422 Lewis XI. 1440 Kings of Denmark and Sweden. Eric 1411 Christopher III. 1439 Christian I. 1448 Kings of Portugal. John I. 1385 Edward 1433 Alonso V. !43^ Kings of Scotland. Robert III. 1390 James I. 1424 James If. 1437 James III. 1460 
T T 7 K ° Aicceeded Henry V? W A. Henry VI. his only fon, furnamed of Windfor, from the place of his birth, being then but nine months old. 3?. Who was intrufted with the government of the king- 

dom, during the minority of the infant prince? A. John, duke of Bedford, his uncle, was appointed prote&or or guardian of the realm ; and, in the abfence of 
that prince, Humphrey, duke of Gloucefer, his other uncle, was invefted with the fame authority ; while the perfon and education of the young king was committed to Henry Beau- fort, bifhop of Winchefier, his great-uncle, the legitimated fon of 7ohn of Gaunt, duke of Lancafer. £>. What 
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4J. What was the flate of this prince’s dominions at the time of his acceffion ? rf. England and Ireland enjoyed a profound tranquility ;v and the duke of Bedford, who commanded the Enghjh forces ■ in France, feemed to be in a fair way of making an entire conqueft of that kingdom. Young Henry had been recog- nized king of France as well as of England. Charles VII. in- deed had fucceeded his father on the 'th one of France-, but he feemed altogether unable to maintain himfelfin that high ftafion. 

Did the event anfwer thefe expectations ? ■d. The defeated the French, firlt at Crevant, then at Verneuil, and afterwards in the battle of Herrings, and 
difpoflefled them of fo many fortreffes, that Charles was al- moft driven to the other Tide of the Loire-, and had they been able to reduce Orleans, they would probably have obliged him to abandon the kingdom ? When did they lay fiege to that city ? On the 12th of OC?«£er, 1428, and carried on their attacks with fuch vigtAir and fuccefs, that the place feemed juft upon the point of being furrendered, when it was ef- fectually faved by a molt unexpected incident. What was that ? d. One Joan d'Arc, a country girl of twenty-feven years of age, born in the village of Domremi in Lorraine, and fer- : vant in a fmall inn in that place, came to Chinon, where king Charles refided, and told him, that Ihe was fent ex- prefly by heaven, in order to raife the liege of Orleans, and afterwards to conduft him to Rheims, and caufe him to be crowned in that city. J^. What credit did Charles give to her declaration ? A. ’Tis hard to fay, (fuch was the ignorance of the age) whether he was convinced of the truth of her miflion, or only thought her a hot-headed enthufiaft, who might be of Tome fervice to his caufe ; certain it is, he affeded to be- lieve her, efpecially as her pretenfions were dedafed to be well-founded by an aflembly of divines, and by the parlia- ment of the kingdom. Accordingly, 'he gate the Maid of Orleans (fcr by that name Ihe is known in hrftory) a ftrong body of forces, at the head of which Ihe penetrated through the Englijh camp, entered Orleans in triumph, and having 

driven 
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driven the enemy from all their redoubts, in which engage- ments they loft about 6000 men, flie compelled them, May 8th, 1429, to raife the fiege with great precipitation.The de- feat of xhtEngliJh was principally afcribed to the unaccount- able panic with which they were feized, from the groundleis apprehenfion that they were to encounter a witch. What enterprize did the Maid of Orleans next under- take ? A. She purfued the EngUJb with the utmoft expedition; difpoflefted them of Jergeau, Troyc, Chalons, Laon, Soifons, and Previns; defeated them at Patay, and feveral other places;, took Suffolk, ‘Talbot, and Scales, their generals, pri- foners ; and having conducted Charles to Rheims, ftie caufed him, agreeable to her promife, to be crowned in that city. In a word, the face of affairs between the two nations was row entirely reverfed ; and the French were become as for- midable to the EngUJb, as the Englijh had formerly been to the French. £K What became of this heroine afterwards ? 

A. She was taken prisoner in a fally made upon the En- glijh at the fiege of Compeigne the 25 th of May, 1430, and being carried to Rouen, fhe was there tried by an affembly of French prelates, who condemned her to be burnt as a witch; and this fentence was accordingly executed in the market-place of Rouen, the 14th of June, 1431. Her death, however, produced no alteration in. the ftate of affairs in France, as her enemies had at firft imagined. What fteps did the duke of Bedford take in order to check the progrefs of the French arms ? A. He did every thing that could be expefled from the moft accomplifhed general, and the moft confummate poli- tician. He held all the Englijh garrifons in a pofture of de- fence ; he reftrained the natives from breaking out into 10 furre&ions ; he carried over young Henry to Paris, where he was folemnly crowned king of France in the church, of Notre- Dame, the 17 th of December, 1430 ; he reinforced his army with frefh levies from England and Ireland; and he renewed the alliance with the duke of Burgundy^ whofe friendfhip was of fo much importance. But that prince having fcon after abandoned the Englijh \MtreA, and.concluded a treaty with Charles at Anas, and the. inhabitants of Paris returning 
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to their allegiance under their natural fovereign: the EngHJh, from that moment, loft ground every day ; and, to compleat their misfortunes, the duke of Bedford, the regent, a no- bleman of great merit and popularity, died at Rouen the 14th of September, 1435. ^ Who fucceeded him in the regency ? A. Richard, duke of York, who was foon after followed by the earl of Warwick, and this laft by Edmund Beaufort, earl of Somerfet, during whofe government the Englijh loft all their pofieffions in France. Q When were they loft ? A. Normandy was fubdued in 1430, and Guienne in 1451, after this laft province had been fubjeft to England for up- wards of three hundred years. Did not the Englijh endeavour to recover Guienne? A. Lord Talbot, the firft earl of Shrenvjbury, was fent into it with a ftrong body of forces; he made himfelf mailer of Bourdeaux, and fome other places; but having been defeated and killed near in 1433, the Engtijh were again expelled the province, and indeed were deprived of all their other pofleflions in France, except Calais, Guyens, and their dependencies. 

4*. Did the reft of Henry’s reign pat in tranquility ? A. No ; it was continually difturbed by faflions and in- furredlions, arifing partly from the ambition of the queen, partly from the difcontents of the people, but chiefly from the pretenfions of Richard, duke of York, 4\ Who was Henty’s queen ? A. Margaret of Anjou, daughter of Regnier, titular king of Sicily, Naples, and Jerufalem. She was a princefs of ex- quifite beauty, of a bold and daring genius, of an extenfive capacity and folid underftanding; and, befides, was endowed with fuch a mafculine bravery and intrepidity,as would have reflected honour on the greateft captains of the age. 4^ How did ftie behave after her arrival in England ? A. Having firft obtained an entire afcendant over the weak mind of her huftiand, Ihe took upon herfelf the admi- niftration of affairs, and entered into clofe connedlions with the bifhop of Winchejler, and the dukes of Somerfet% Suffolk, and Buckingham, who were all of them mortal ene- mies to the good Humphrey, duke of Gloucejler. 
^ How 
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£>. How did they expreTs their refehtflient againft this virtuous prince ? They firft had his wife tried for witchcraft, of w hich, it is faith, (he was found‘guilty, and ihe was accordingly condemned to do public pennance, and to fuffer perpetual banifhment: they then caufed himfelf to be feized and aflaf- finated, on the groundlefs pretence of his’having formed a defign againfl the life of his fovereign. Several Other per- fons likewife wereaccufed as his accomplices, and'Were con- demned to be hanged, dravvn, and quartered. They were hanged, and cut down ; but jhft as the executioner was proceeding to quarter them, their pardon was produced, and they were recovered to life. A itriking inftance of the barbarity of the age ! What ftep did the queen and her afibciates’next take? J. William de la Pole, duke ^{Suffolk, was advanced to the dignity of prime minifter; but this ‘nobleman having foon after fallen a facrifice to popular ftiry, his place was fupplied by EdtnundBeaufort, duke of S&nierft, a nVan, if poffible, ftill more odious to the nation, becatife, dpring his re- gency, they had loft all their pofleflions in France. What was the confequence of thefe violent meafures ? J. The people; Were inflamed with fuch a fpirit of diieon- tent, that they rofe up in arms under brte f'oBn Cade, ama- tive of Ireland, who aftufned the name of Join Mortimer, a circumftmce that revived the pfetenfions of the York family. What were the ’prctinfions of Richard, duke of York? A. He was fon to Richard, earl of Cambridge, beheaded for rebellion in 1415, and gt andfon to Edmund de Langley, doktofYork, the fifth fon of jSVwW III. He was likewife, 

by the moiher’s fide,' foie heir of the houfe of Mortimer, or Marche, which houfe deficended from Lionel, duke of C/a- rlnce, fecor.d fon of Edzvard III. and elder brother to John of Gaunt, duke of LnnCaJler, from whom the prefent king was fprung. Thus, in right of his father, he was firlt prince of the blood; in right of his mother, he was true lineal heir to the crown. ^ What fteps did he take to make good his pretehfions ? A. He colle&ed a body of forces, and, without Coming to an a&ion, compelled the king to declare him prote&or j but being foon after deprived of this-authority, he re-aftem- bled 
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bled his troops, attacked and defeated the royal army at St. Alban's on the 2 2<fof May, 1455, took k\r\g Henry pri- loner, and caufed himfelf to be reltored to the protedpr- fliip, not thinking it fafe to proceed any farther. How long did he continue in this high ftation ? A. The queen, refenting the indignity'Which had been offered to her hulband, affembled, in a little time, a good body of troops, marched forth againft the duke and his ad- herents; and ^fter lofing two battles, the firft at Blare-heath, the 2 td of'September, 14^9, the fecond at Northampton, the loth of July, 1460 ; ihe attacked and defeated the Torkijlt at Wakefield, the 24th of December of the fame year, killed the proteftor and his fecond fon, the young earl of Rutland, who was .then but feventeen years of age, and ordered their heads, together with that of the earl pf SaliJLury, to be fixed on the walls of York. Did this viftory put an end to the war f A. No; Edward, earl of Marche,- eldeft fon to the late duke of York, and who had fucceeded his father in that title, ‘and Richard Nevil, the brave earl of Warwick, aflembled the remains of the fcattered army, with which they routed the royal forces at Mortimer'--. Crofis; but this advantage was foon counter-balanced by a defeat they fuftained in a fecond battle which was fought at S,t. Alban's, where the Yorkifis are faid to have loft above 2000 men, and the king fell again into the hands of his own pnty. Ndvenhelefs, Edward, having compelled the queen to retire mtb'the northern coun- ties, proceeded diredlly to London, where, on the 5th day of March, 1461, he was proclaimed king Of England. UK How old wasat the timeofhis being dethroned? A. Thirty-nine years and about three months. By his queen Margaret he had only one fon, named Edward, who was in the ninth year of his age when his father was depofed. 

What is the charadler of Henry ? A. He was a prince of the molt fimple and inoffenfive manners, but polfelfed offuch weak and tfar/dw ihtdlcdts as utterly difqualified him for the high ftation in which he was placed. ijh What were the molt remarkable events that happened in the other parts of Europe during this reign ? A. In 145*3, Mahomet II. invefted Conjlantinople with an 
army 
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army of 400,0.00 men, and after a fiege of fifty-four days, took it by aifault. This put an end to die Grecian or ealteni empire. 

HOUSE of r O R K. 
CHAP. XXXIV. 

Edward IV. XXXVth King c/England. 
From 1461 to 1483. 

Popes. Pius II. Paul JI. Sixtus IV. Emperor. Frederick IV. King of France. Lewis IX. Sovereigns of Spain 

MSS 1464 
H7l 
1440 
1461 

Ferdinand and Isabella James III. 

Kings of Denmark and Sweden. 
Christian I. 1448 John 1481 

Kings of Portugal. 
Alonso V. 143,8 John II. 1481 

King of Scotland. 
1460 

T'V I D Edward enjoy his crown in tranquility ? I 3 A. No; queen Margaret having levied an army 
of 60,000 men in the northern counties, began to advance towards the fouth, but being met at Pouton by Edward and the earl of Warwick, at the heacl of 40,000 men, the two armies came to an engagement, on the 29th day of May, 1461, when, after a fierce and bloody battle, in which there are faid to have fallen above 36,000 men, obtained a complete victory, Margaret and her hufband being both of them obliged to fly into Scotland. ^ What reception did they meet with in that kingdom ? A. A very favourable one; though this flie purchafed by delivering up Berwick to fames III. king of Scots, who was then a minor. 

* At this period, the crowns of Artagon, Uon, and Caflih, were united on the heads of Ferdinand and JJabella, who affunsed the title of king and queen of Spain. ^ 
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$>. Did (he procure any afliftance from that prince ? sf. She received a good body of troops, which having reinforced with a party of French, (he entered Northumber- land in 1464. What was theiflue of this enterprize? 4. She was attacked nt Hexham, on the 15th of May, by John Ne'-jil, baron of M-mta'ute, who, though at the head of a much inferior army, entirely defeated her forces. SK What became of queen Margaret afterwards. A. Her fate was very Angular: (he fled with her fon into a foreft, where (lie endeavoured to conceal herfelf, but was befet, during the darknefs of the night, by r&bbers, who ftript her of her rings and jewels, and treated her with the utmoft indignity. The divifion of this rich booty raifed a quarrel among them ; and while their attention was thus en- gaged, (he took an opportunity of making her efcape with her fon into the thickell of the foieft, where (he wandered for feme time, over-fpent with hunger anct fatigue, and funk with terror and affliftion. While in this wretched condition, (he faw a robber approach with his naked fword ; and find- ing no means of efcape, (he fuddenly embraced the refolu- tion of trufting entirely for her proteftion to his faith and generofity. She therefore advanced towards him, and pre- fcnting to him the young prince, called out to him, Here, my friend, 1 commit to your care the fafety of your king's fon. The man, who, notwithftanding his vicious courfe of life, had ftill fome fentiments of humanity, was (truck with pity for her unhappy condition, and vowed, not only to abftain from all injury againft her perfon, buttodevote himfelf en- tirely to her fafety. He accordingly concealed her for fome time in the foreft, and at laft conduced her to the fea-coaft; whence (he made her efcape into Flanders, and thence to the court of the duke of Anjou, her father. What became of king f/my, her hulband ? A. He too endeavoured to conceal himfelf in England; but being difeovered and feized, he was thrown into the Tonver £>. Did this viftory eftablifti Edward in the quiet poflefiion of the throne? A. It would probably have done fo, had it not been for an imprudent ftep which he foon after took. 

What was that ? A. His 
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_A. His marriage with Elizabeth Widevilh, widow of Sir “John Gray., of Groby, and daughter to Juqueline de Luxem- bourg, dutchefs dowager of Btafnrd, and Sir Richard IFic/e- ‘ville, afterwards created earl Rivers and conliable of En- gland; What gave occafion to this marriage ? A. Educard having gone to pay a vifit to the dutchefs dowager of Bedford, was fo itruck with the beauty of her daughter Elizabeth, that,' finding it impofiible to conquer his paffion, or to gratify it in an unlawful manner, he imme- diately raifed her to his bed and throne. What rendered this marriage fo imprudent? A. The difguft which it gave to the nobility in general, and particularly to fhe earl of Warwick, to whom Edward owed, in a great meafure, his advancement to the throne. _How did it difguft the nobility in genera! ? A. They were provoked to fee all power and credit enr groffed by the queen and her relations, and themfelvcs and their friends entirely excluded. How did it difguft the earl of Warwick in particular ? A. That nobleman had, a little before, beenTent by £<f- ward toParis,\n order to demand for him in marriageof Savoy, fifterin-law to Lewis XI. of France-, but juft as the nuptials wefe upon the point of being concluded, Edward, who had now efpouftd Elizabeth Widens tile, fent orders to the earl to break off the treaty; a circumftance, which pro- voked Warwick to fuch a degree, that he refolved to take vengeance for the affront put upon him. With this view, he entered into an affociation with the marquis of Montacutc, and the archbifhop of York, his brother, and with the duke of Clarence, his fon-in-law, and brother to king Edward. What fteps did the confederates take in order to exe- cute their projeft ? A. ’Tis difficult to fay what were the firft meafures they embraced. There is no part, indeed, of the EngUJh hiftory fo obfeure as that of the war between the two Rofes (for fo the war between the houfes of York and Lancafer was called, the former having affumed the White Roje, and the latter the Red, as badges of diftin&ion.) Hiftorians, in particu- lar, have fallen into the groffell miftakes at this very period. What 
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^ What are thefe miftakes ? A. They fay, that in 14.69, was taken prifoner by Clarence and IVarwick, and was committed to the cuf- tody of the archbifhop of York ; but being allowed to take the diverlion of hunting by this prelate, he made his efcape, and afterwards chaced the; rebels out of the kingdom. But that all this ftory is faife appears evidently from Rymer, one of the bell authorities of that age. ^ What is the moll probable account? A ’Tis certain, that in 1470, Warwick and Clarence. railed troops in their own name, and ilfued a declaration againlt the government; but not being joined by the other confederates, they were obliged to diflblve their army, and to fly into France. 4k Did this difappointment effeflually ruin their fcheme? A. No; they returned towards the latter end of the fame year, and having aflembled an army 60,000 Itrong, they compelled king Edward to fly into Holland, and rellorcd Henry to the throne on the j 4th day of October. They then fummoned a parliament, in which jEakvar*? was declared an ufurper; he and his adherents were attainted, and all their poffelfions confifcated. 
4J. Did affairs remain long in this fituation ? A. King Edward returned to England on the 25th day of March, 1471, and landing at Ravenjpur in Yorkjhire with a body of 2000 men, he was foon able to levy an army, with which he encountered Warwick at Barn t on the 14th of Afril of the fame year, when, after a fierce and bloody difpute, the earl loll both the battle and his life, as did alfo the marquis of Monthcute, his brother; upon which iY,;zry was again taken prifoner and thrown into the Tower, and Edward once more alcended the throne. ^k Did the Lancajlrians make no farther attempt to re- trieve their affairs ? A. Queen Margaret was Hill at the head of a powerful army, commanded by her fon, prince Edward, a promiftng youth of eighteen years of age, the duke of Somerfet, the earls of De conjhire and Pembroke, the lords Wenlock and 5/. 'John, and other perfons of diltindtion. 
^ What fuccefs did they meet with ? 

A. Oa 
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A. On the 4th day of May, they were attacked by Ed- •ward near Teajuke/lury, and entirely defeated. Edward, prince of IVaUs, with the queen his mother, were made pri- foners j the earl of De-vonjhire and lord Wenlock were killed in the battle; thedukeofSew r/^ was taken and beheaded ; and the earl of Pembroke, with his nephew, the young earl of Richmond, was obliged to fly into Brittany. What became of the royal family after this difafter ? A. The prince of Wales was barbaroufly murdered by king Edward's, brother, the duke of Gloucejler, and others: queen Margaret was thrown into the Tower, and detained in that prifon till the year 147 9, when ftie recovered her li- berty, at the interceffion of Lewis, king of France, who en- gaged to pay 50,000 crowns for her ranfom. As to king Henry himfelf, he died in the Tower, immediately after the battle of Tevokejluiy. His death was fudden, and, asis ge- nerally fuppofed, violent: the common opinion was, that the duke of (j/oacr/tfrr killed him with his own hands. Was king Edward fatisfied with thefe facrifices ? A. No; as he was of a cruel difpofition, he put to death a great number of gentlemen (fome fay, no lefs than i+^o) for adhering to the intereft of the Lancajlrian party, and, to complete the meafure of his favage barbarity, he caufed his own brother, the duke of Clarence, to be thrown into the Tower, and drowned in a butt of malmfey. For what reafon ? A. Becaufe he had fpoke, in the heat of paflion, with too much freedom againft the meafures of the government, and had even refle&ed on Edward’s legitimacy. Add to this, that he had incurred the hatred of his fifter-ih-law, queen Elizabeth, and of his brother, the duke of Gloucejicr, who, as he afpired to the crown after the death of king Edward, now took this method of preparing his way for the attain- ment of that high dignity. e>. Did Edward perform any other memorable aflions ? 
A. He obliged James 111. king of Scots, to deliver up Berwick, which Henry VI. had put into his hands; and he afterwards invaded France with a powerful army. What fuccefs did he meet with in this enterprize ? A. It was very unequal to the expence of the expedition ; for the count de St. Pel, conftable of France, who had pro- mi fed 
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ifiifed to affill him, having broke his word, and Charles* duke of Burgundy, who had likewife engaged to join him, having failed in his promife, Edward was eafily perfuaded to agree to a peace; the firft overtures of which were made by Lewis XI. and which was concluded in their interview at Pequigni, the 29th of Augujl, 1475. The principal articles of it were, that Lewis Ihould immediately pay to Edward, the fum of 75,000 crowns; that he Ihould continue, for the future, during the term of their joint lives, to pay him an annuity of 50,000 crowns; and that the dauphin, when of age, Ihould marry Edward's eldeft daughter. Did Lewis perform thefe articles ? A. No; upon* which Edward began to prepare for a fe- cond invafion of France •, but juft as he was upon the point of fetting out on the expedition, he was feized with a vio- lent fever, which put a period to his life on the 9th of April, 1483, being the forty-fecond year of his age, and the twenty-third of his reign. What is the chara&er of Edward IV ? A. He was a prince of the moft elegant perfon and infinuat- ing addrefs; his courage was greater than his prudence, and his good fortune greater than both : in times of profperity, he devoted himfelf entirely tohis pleafures; inadverfecircum- ftances, no man was capable of exerting greater fpirit, vi- gour, and adlivity : in nine battles, where he fought in per- fon, he was victorious in all: but, as he was of a cruel and vindictive temper, the laurels, which he gained in the field, were ftained and difgraced by the ftiearns of noble blood, which he Ihed upon the Icaffold. How many children had Edward? A. By his queen Elizabeth, he had three Tons and feven daughters, viz. Edward, who fucceeded him on the throne; Richard, duke of York; George, who died in his infancy ; Elizabeth, afterwards married to Henry VII. king of England-, Mary, betrothed to the king of Denmark, who died before marriage; Ccily, fir It married to ‘John, vifcount Wells, and afterwards to Sir John Kyme-, Margaret, who died an infant; Anne, married to Thomas Howard, duke of Norfolk ; Bridget, who took the veil; and Catharine, married to William Court- ney, earl of Devonfhire. His natural children were, Arthur 

Plantagenet, vifcount Lijle, born of Elizabeth Lucy ; and Eli- 
4 xabitb 
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vzabetb P1 ant agent t, married to Thomas lord Lumley ; another Elizabeth, by Catharine Cla'vengirand 1/abd Mylbery, married to a brother of lord Audehy. Had not Edward feveral miilrelTes ? 

A. Yes; but he was particularly enamoured of three, of whom Jans Shore was the chief. The firlt (he faid) was the merrieft woman in the world, the fecond the moll witty, and the third the moll holy, becaufe fh'e never Itirred out of church, except when he fent for her. 
CHAP. XXXV. 

Edward V. XXXVH England. 

• Pope:. Sixtus IV. Emperor. Frederic IV. Kirg e/France. Tr ° ^ 0"' 
Charles VIII. 1483 J0HN IL 1481 

.Sovereigns o/-Spain. ^Scotland. 
Ferdinand and Isabella. James III. 14/0 I479 

\\7 H O fucceeded Edv.ard IV ? yV Edv ard \T. his ddeft fon, who began his reign in 1483, being then only twelve years of age. How long did he reign .? A. But two months and fixteen days ; both himfelf and his brother being barbaroufly murdered by their uncle, the proteflor, Richard, duke of Gloucejicr, who afterwards ufurped the throne. 4b What Heps did GlouceJUr take in order to effedl his wicked purpofe ? A. He firft engaged in his intereft H nry Stafford, duke of Buckingham, a man of ample poffeffions,,of great alliances, and of (hining parts, but of va profligate and abandoned 
charadlar. He then put to death lord Haffmgs, the chamr 

1 beriain. 

1483. 
King of Denmark and Sweden. 

Kino e/1 Portugal. 
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berlain, becaufe he refufed to concur in his meafures. And he adted the fame part towards the earl of Rivers, the king’s uncle, Sir Richard Gray, his maternal brother, and Su'Jahn Vaughan. Q What did the queen do upon receiving the news of theie violent proceedings ? y/. She took fan&uary in IVejhninfter'Abbey, With her fon, the dukeofJViS, and all his other children; but being ftrorgly folicited to deliver up the duke, and even threatened with violence in cafe of refufal, flie atlaft furrendered him, though with extreme reluftance, into the hands of the miniilers, i?. How did Gioucejler difpofe of the two princes ? A. He carried them to the Tower, where the kings of England ufed commonly to reiide before their coronation ; but he had no fooner lodged them in that fortrefs, than he determined at once to accomplilh his fcheme. In what manner ? A. He fpread a report, to the difgrace of his mother, who was ftill alive, and was a princefs of the moll irreproachable virtue, that the late king, and the duke of Clarence, his bro- ther, were the fruit of her unlawful amours j that he him- felf was the only legitimate fon of the duke of York, and ought therefore to fucceed him: and he further added, that the princes, his nephews, were either fpurious, or of very doubtful birth. Did he ufe any particular means to inforce this topic ? A. He employed Dr. Shavo, the mayor’s brother, to preach on the fubjecl in St. Paul’s church, hoping, that when he himfelf entered the alTembly, the people would fa- lute him king; but, to his great fu'rprize, they obferved a profound filence. He then ordered the duke of Bucking- ham to harangue the citizens, (who were aflembled by the mayor) in expectation, that, moved by his grace’s eloquence, they would proclaim him king ; but this attempt proved as unfuccefsful as the former. At laft, fome of the meaneft apprentices, incited by the prote&or’s and Buckingham’s fer- vants, railed a feeble cry of God Save King Richard; and this was immediately laid hold of as a general and national con- tent. sh What did the proteftor’s friends next do ? 

A. They 
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A. They repaired to Baynarih caftle, where that prince refided, and made him a tender of the crown. At firlt he afFeiled to rejedt the offer; but being ftrongly importuned by Buckingham and the mayor, he was at lait perfuaded to comply. What became of the two young princes ? A. They were barbaroufly murdered a few days after the coronation. Relate the particulars of this horrid a&ion. 
A. Richard fent orders to Sir Robert Brahnbury, con lia- ble of the Tinuer, to put the princes to death ; but that gentleman refuftng to have any hand in the infamous of- fice, Richard commanded him to refign the government of the Tozver to Sir James Tyrrel, for one night only. 1 his ruffian, chooling three alfociates. Slater, Dighton, and For- rejl, came in the night-time to the door of the chamber where the princes were lodged, and fending in the aflaffins, he bid them execute their commiffions, while he himfelf frayed without. They found the young princes in bed, and fallen into a found deep: after fuffocating them with the bolder and pillows, they Ihevved their naked bodies loTyr- rel, who caufed them to be buried at the Hair-foot, deep in the ground, under a heap of Hones. Thefe circumltances were all confelfed by the a&ors in the reign of Henry VII. and they were never,punifhed for their crime. The bones of the princes were dilcovered in. 1674, and were removed, by order of Charles II. to IVeJlminJler-Abbey, where they were interred among the remains of the Englijh monarchy. A monument was afterwards ere&ed to their memory. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 
Richard III. fumamd Crook-back* 

XXXVIIth Xwff 0/England. 
From 1483 to 1485. 

Popes. Sixtus IV. 1471 Innocent VIII. 1484 Emperor. Frederic IV. 1440 King of France. Charles VIII. 1483 Sovereigns s/" Spain. Ferdinand and Isabella 
H79. 

King of Denmark aud. Sweden. 
John 1481 

King of Portugal. 
John II. 1481 

Kmg of Scotland. 
James III. 146a 

Ef. T T 7 H A T were the firft afts of Richctrd'xkt Third’s VV reign? A. The bellowing favours upon thofe who had helped him -to ufurp the crown, particularly on the duke of Bucking- ham, who obtained pofTeflion of the whole Hereford eftate. Did harmony long fublift between the king and this powerful fubjeft ? A. No ; Buckingham, being offended at fbme flight he had received from Richard, concerted a fcheme for depos- ing that tyrant, and raifing to the throne Henry, earl of Richmond, who was then in Bretagne. £>. From whom was the earl of Richmond fprung? A. He was the fon of Margaret, countefs of Richmond. great grand-daughter of. John of Gaunt, duke of Lancajler. by a fpurious line, but legitimated by aft of parliament; and as all the legitimate branches of the Lancajlrian race were now extinft, Richmond was thus the foie reprefenta- tive of that royal family. 
What was the nature of Buckingham's fcheme ? 

A, The 
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J. The chief circumftance of it was, that Richmond fhould efpoufe the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft daughter of Edward IV. by which means the titles of York and Lancaf- ter would be happily united. Did this fcheme prove fuccefsful ? J. It did in the end, though it at firft met with a very 

tmtoward accident. What was that ? -d. King Richard having difcovered the plot, fummoned the duke of Buckingham to repair to court, when that noble- man, inftead of obeying the orders, afiembled his forces; but being defertedby his army, he took refuge in the houfe of an old fervant of his, named Bannifter, who betrayed him; after which he was carried to Shrewjbury, and there beheaded. What did the earl of Richmond do upon receiving the news of this difalter ? A. Not in the lead difcouraged by this intelligence, he refolved immediately to come over to England. With this view, he procured a body of 2000 men from Clmrles VIII. of France, to whofe court he had gone; and fetting fail from Harfieur on the 30th of July, 1485, he landed, after a fafe paflage, at Milford-Haven in Wales. FK What reception did he there meet with ? A. He was initantly joined by a good body of Weljh forces under the command of Sir Thomas ap Rice. The lord Stanley too, and his brother Sir William, raifed an army of 7000 men, with which they propofed to afliit him. £?. How did the king aft when he heard of this invafion? A. He immediately marched out to encounter the enemy, and coming up with them at Bofworth near Leiccfter, on the 2 2d of 1485, a battle enfued, in which king Richard's army was routed, and himfelf loft his life. ,<£. What became of his body ? A. Being found among the dead, ftark-naked, and co- vered with wounds, filth, and blood, it was thrown care- lefly acrofs a horfe, was carried to Leicefier, amidft the ftiouts of the inciting fpeftators, and was privately in- terred in the Gray-Fnar’s church of that place ; though 
Henry, 
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Kenry, in refpedl to his family, ordered a monument to be erefted over his grave. What is the charadter of Richard? r A. It is but too evident from the hiftory of his reign* He was one of the moft cruel, treacherous, and blood-thirlly tyrants that ever difgraced the Englijh throne. Nor were the members of his body lefs deformed than the qualities of his mind. His ftature was fmall, his afpedt cloudy, fevere, and forbidding; one of his arms was withered, and one Ihoulder higher than the other, whence he acquired^ the furname of Crook-back. It muft be owned, however, that he had great peffonal courage; poflefled an uncom- mon degree of fagacity and penetration; and caufed ju- ftice to be exadtly adminiftered, except where his own xn- tereft was concerned. Was Richard ever married ? A. Yes;, to Anne, fecond daughter olRichard Nevil, the great earl of Warwick ; flie died in 1484, of poifon, as is fuppofed, given her by her hufband. had by 1161* One fon, named Edward, whom he created prince of Wales, and who died a little before his mother. He had likewife two illegitimate children, John of Gloucejler, and Catharine, married to William, earl of Huntington. Q Did not Richard inflift fome fevere punilhment on Jane Shore ? A. He accufed her of having pradtifed again!! his life by forcery and witchcraft; but finding it impoifible to convidt her of this crime, he ordered her to be tried in the fpiri- tual court, for her adulteries and lewdnefs; and Ihe ac- cordingly did penance at St. Paul's church, in a white ftieet, and with a. burning taper in her hand, before the whole people. 

i 4 CH-AjP, 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 
UNION of the Houses of TORK 

and LANCASTER. 
Or Kings of the Family of Tudor. 

Henry VII. XXXVIIH £^0/England. 
From 1485 to 1509. 

Popes. Innocent VIII. 1484 Alexander VI. 1492 Pius III. 1503 Julius II. 1503 Emperors. Frederic IV. ,44° Maximilian I. 1493 Kings of France. Charles VIII, 1483 Lewis XII. 1498 

Sovereigns of Spain. Ferdinand and Isabella 1479 King of Denmark and Sweden. John 1481 Kings of Portugal. John II. 1481 Emanuel 1495 Kings e/1 Scotland. James III. 1460 James IV. 1489 
TIT THAT was the confequence of the battle of 
V V Bofworth ? A. The earl of Richmond, immediately after the aftion, was fainted king by his whole army; and this title he thenceforth affumed under the name of Henry VII. He began his reign in 1485. ^ What pretenlions had he to the crown ? A. He was (as I have obferved in the preceding chap- ter) the foie reprefentative of the houfe of Lancafer; and by his marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, eldeit daugh- ter of Edward IV. which he celebrated foon after his co- ronation, he united in his pofterity the titles of the two rival families. 

^ Did not Henry introduce a novelty at his coronation ? 
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A. He inftituted a body-guard of fifty archers, called yeomen, to be in continual attendance upon his perfon; and this band has been kept up by all his fuccelfors, who have encreafed the number to one hundred, befides feventy fupernumeraries; and when any one of the hundred dies, his place is filled up from among the feventy. Did Henry enjoy a peaceable reign ? A. No; it was continually dilturbed byfaftions and in- furreftions, which were chiefly fomented by the friends of • the York party, who employed, as their inllruments, two adventurers, called Lambert Simnel, and Perkin War beck. ^ Who was Lambert Simnel ? A. He was a young ftudent in the univerfity of Oxford, and fon to a baker. As he was a youth df bright parts, and genteel addrefs, and refembled extremely the young earl of Warwick, (fon to the late duke of Clarence') who was imprifoned in the Tower, it was determined to make him perfonate that nobleman. For,this purpofe, one Richard Simon, a prieft of Oxford, a-man of fome fubtlety, and ftill more ambition, undertook to inftruft him. When he was thought to be properly qualified for the part he was to ad, he was carried over, by his tutor, to Ireland, where he was inftantly recognized as earl of Warwick ; and the people, who adored the memory of Clarence, who had been their lord-lieutenant, not fatisfied with this mark of attachment to his fuppofed Ion, proceeded immediately to crown him. king of England, at Chrif-Church in Dublin. ££. Did not this declaration of the Irijh in his favour procure him fome other friends ? A. He was acknowledged by Margaret of York, dut chefs dowager of Burgundy, and fitter to Edward IV. a profefled enemy to the houfe of Lancafter, who lent him a body of 2000 Germans; and he was loon after joined by John de la Pole, earl of Lincoln, (fon to the earl of Suffolk, and to Eli- zabeth, eldeft fitter of Edward IV.) as alio by the lord Lo- vel, and feveral other noblemen. ^ How did he improve thefe advantages ? A. Finding himfelf at the head of a eonfiderable army,, he pafled over to England in 1487, but being encountered by the king’s forces, at a village called Stoke in Notthig- 

bamjbire, his troops were entirely routed, and himfelf and 
I 4 hi* 
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his tutor taken prifoners. The tutor was committed t« ciofe cuftody, and was never heard of more. As to Simnel himfelf, he was too contemptible to excite either the ap- prehen fion or refentment of Henry. He was therefore par- doned, and made a fcullion in the king’s kitchen, whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank of a falconer. ^ Who was Perkin War beck? A. He was the fon of one OJbed or Warleck, a converted 'Jenu of Tournay, and of Catharine de la Fare, who, having come over to England about fome bufinefs in the reign of EcpwardYV. had there this child born to them, to whom they gave the name of Peter, corrupted, after the Flemijb manner, into Peter-kin or Perkin. The youth fpoke the EngUJb language with great fluency, had an elegant fhape, a beautiful countenance, a graceful air, and a courtly ad- drefs; in a word, was pofTefTed of fo many accomplifh- ments, that it was refolyed, by the friends of the York party, to pafs him upon the world for Richard, duke of York, brother to Edward V. both of whom (we have ob- served) were murdered in the <Trwer, by order of their un- cle, Richard III. It was now pretended, however, that the affaffins, after putting to death the elder brother, were .ftruck with fuch remorfefor the crime they had committed, that they Spared the life of the younger, and allowed him to efcape. Who laid the plan of this impofture ? A. The dutchefs dowager of Burgundy, who, rather ir- ritated than difcouraged by the bad fuccefs of SimnePs ad- venture, refolved to make one effort more for difturbing the government of Henry YU. whom fhe mortally hated. What fteps did fhe take for this purpofe ? A. She inftrufted Perkin in the part he was to aft j and when fhe thought he was properly qualified, fhe fent him into Portugal, the better to conceal her defign from the world. ^ How long did he continue in that kingdom ? 

A. About a twelvemonth; at the end of which a war breaking out between Henry VII. and Charles VIII. of France, the latter invited Perkin to his court, where he was received as duke of York ; but a peace being foon after concluded, Perkin was obliged to abandon that country. Whither 
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i*. Whither did he retire next ? si. He went-to the dutchefs of Burgundy in Flanders, and craving her protection and afliftance, offered to lay before her all the proofs of his royal birth. ^ How did the dutchefs behave upon this occafion ? A. She affefted to be entirely ignorant of his pretenfi- ons; even put on the appearance of diftruft ; feemed to - examine every circumftance with the moft fcrupulous nicety; afked him a great many queftions; pretended! 

aftonifliment at his anfwers; and, at laftj after long and fevere fcrutiny, burft out into joy.and admiration at: his wonderful delivery, embraced him as her nephew,,, the true image of Edward, the foie heir of the Plantageuets,., and the legitimate fucceffor.of the Englijh throne.. , Did the give him any affitlance f. A. She enabled him to make a defcent, firft in Kent,. and afterwards in Ireland-, but Perkin not fucCeediag in. either of thefe enterprizes,. retired, with a few.followers,, into Scotland. 
What reception did he meet with in that kingdom ? A. A very favourable one. James IV. who then go- verned Scotland, feems even to have believed the ftory of his birth, and gave him in marriage Catharine Gordon,. daughter to the earl of Huntley, and a near relation of his . own. He likewife affifted him in making two invafions into« England; but both thefe attempts proving unfuccefsfol,, James ordered Perkin to depart his kingdom.; and con,- eluded a peace in 1497. Whither did the impoftOr next •go?- ^. Into Ireland; where hearing the year following, that the inhabitants of Cornwall taken up armsj he.repairedJ into that county, affemb.led a body of 3000 men, and laid, fiege to 5 but being informed, that the king was ^ advancing with an army, he fuddenly abandoned the enter-- prize, and took fanCluary in the monaltery of ia: the New Forejl. 
What became of him after this ?• A, He was perfuaded, upon promife ofpardon, to.leave • the fanftuary, and was committed to clofe cuftody. He; afterwards made his efcape, and took refuge in the mo-- *adery of : .he.was again.taken prifs'ier, and.ihro-.un > 

•I. iatao 
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into the Tower; but having entered into a confpiracy with the earl of Warwick, (who was confined in the fame place) to effeft his efcape, by murdering the lieutenant, Perkin was hanged at Tyburn, and the earl beheaded. Henry pre- tended, that he had facrificed this young nobleman merely to fatisfy the jealoufy of Ferdinand of Arragon, who re- fufed to bellow the infanta Catharine, his daughter, on the prince of Wales, while Warwick remained alive. But this apology, inllead of leflening, ferved only to increafe the odium of the aftion. What other remarkable events happened in this reign ? A. The people of the North, provoked at a tax which was impeded rathe? to gratify the king’s avarice than toan- fwer the demands of the government, rofe up in arms, and fetting Sir 'John Egremont at their head, marched towards- London-, but they were vanquilhed by the earl of Surry, and forced to fubmit. Sir John Egremont fled into Brit- tany ; feme of the other ringleaders were taken and exe- cuted. The inhabitants of Cornwall likewife raifed an in- furredion on the fame account, eleded \ox&Audley for their general, and advanced quite to Blackheath, where they were defeated. The people were difmifled without any punilhment. Audley and two others were executed. Had Henry any foreign wars to maintain? A. He pretended to engage in a war againft France, in ©rder to-prevent Charles YI1I. from efpoufing the heirefs of Brittany, and thereby acquiring poflefiion of that rich dutchy. He adually went over to France, with an army: of 27,000-men ; but as his foie intention was to procure money from his parliament, he accepted of the firft ofFera ■ that were made him by Charles, and concluded a peace in J492* UK Of what difeafe did Henry die ? 

A. Of a confumption, the zad of April, 1509, in the twenty-fourth year of his reign, and the iifty-fecond of his age. He was interred in Wejlminfter Abbey, in a cha- pel which he himfelf had built for that purpofe,. and which is juftly looked upon as the fineft flrufture of the kind Lt England. $K Defcribe the perfon and qualities of Henry. 
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A. He was tall, ftrait, and well-fliaped, though flender * of a grave afpeft, and faturnine complexion ; auftere ia addrefs, and referved in converfation,except when he had a favourite point to gain, and then no man was ever more elo- quent or perfuafive. He loved peace, without fearing war •, though filled with the continual fufpieions of his fervant* and minifters, he difeovered no timidity either in the con- duit of his affairs, or in the day of battle ; and though of- ten fevere in his punifhments, he was commonly lefs aitu- ated by revenge than by the maxims of policy. He pof- fefied, in a peculiar manner, the art of turning ail his do- meftic troubles, and all his foreign difputes, to his own ad- vantage : hence he acquired the appellation of the Englijb Solomon,and was univerfally allowed to be the wifeft crowned head at that time in Europe. It muff be confefled, however, that, with all his good qualities, he was infatiably covetous^ and this paflion he gratified always at the expence of his people’s happiriefs, fometimes to the endangering of hie own peace and tranquility. £?. Who were the chief inllruments of his extortions ? A. Empfon and Dudley, two attornies, who were brought to condign punilhment in the enfuing reign. How many children had he ? A. By his queen Elizabeth, of the houfe of York, eldef! daughter otEdward XS. he had four fons, and as many daughters, viz. Arthur, who died before him,, in the fe- venteenth year of his age; Henry, who'fucceeded him on. the throne; and Edmund and Edward, who both died in their infancy. Of his daughters, Elizabeth and Catharine, died in their childhood; Margaret efpoufed James IV. king of Scotland-, and Mary, who had been betrothed to Charles, archduke of Auftria, was married to Lewis XU. king of France; and after his death, to Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk. 4?. What were the moft remarkable laws enatted in this, reign ? A. Many falutary llatutes were made ; but the moft im • portant was, that, by which the nobility and gentry were allowed to break the ancient entails, and alienate their eftatesby which means the great fortunes of the barons 1 b 



i8o History c/ENG LAND. 
were diminilhed, and the property of the commons confi- derabJy encreafed. Did not a ilrange difeafe break out in about this time ? A. The fweating-ilcknefs prevailed, a malady unknown to any other age or nation, and which commonly carried off the patient in lefs than twenty-four hours, and made dread- ful havock in London, and other parts of the kingdom. But after having raged for a few weeks, it gradually difap- peared. Did Henry leave any confiderable monuments behind him ? A. Befides the chapel in Weftminfter-Alley, which I have already mentioned, he rebuilt, in 1498, the royal palace of Skene, which had been confumed by fire, and gave it the name of Richmond, which it ftill retains. He likewife 
founded a chapel in Windfor, and feveral monalleries of Dominicans and Frauci/cans. He turned into an hofpital the palace of the Savoy, built under Henry III. by Peter, earl of Savoy: and he expended 140001. in building a large vefiel, called the Great Harry, which was, properly fpeak- ing, the firft Ihip in the Englijh navy. What other remarkable events happened in this reign ? A. In I4QZ> Chriftofher Columbus, who was a Florentine, engaged in the fervice of the court of Spain, difcovered the weftern world, or America. A few years after, Vafquez. de Gama, zPortuguefe, palled the Cape of Good Hope, and opened anew paflage to the Eaji-Indies. And in 1498, SebaJHan Cabot, a Venetian, dwelling at Briftol, fet fail for the weft, and difcovered Ne-ivfovndland and Nortb-America, from 
whence he brought home Came native Indians. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 
Henry VIII. XXXIXth England. 

From 1509 to 1547. 

1503 >5i3 1522 1523 I53+ 

Kings rf France. Lewis XII. 1498 Francis I. 1515 Kings of Spain. Ferdinand j479 Charles I. 1516 

T XT' H O fucceeded Henry VII ? 
VV Henry VIII. his only furviving fon, who began his reign on the 22d of April, 1509, being then in the eighteenth year of his age. What were the firft ads of his government ? A. He immediately alfembled his council in order to deliberate whether he fhould confummate his marriage with Catharine of Arragon (daughter o: Ferdinand, king of Spain) who had formerly been married to his elder brother, Arthur; and upon the death of that prince, which hap- pened about fix months after Ids nuptials, had been be- trothed to Pope Julius II. having granted the ne- ceflary difpenfations. 

* At this period, GuJiavusVafa delivered SiaetUn from the Darijh yoke, to which it had been fo long fobjeft; and, in reward of his fer- jjees, was tailed u> the throne of that kingdom. 

Kings of Denmark and 
Sweden. John i48t Christian II. 1513 Kings of Denmark. Frederick I. 1524 Christian III. 11-33 King of Sweden. Gustavos Vasa * 1522. Kings of Portugal. Emanuel j ao e John III. ,523 Kings and Queens efScotland. James IV. ,493 James V. iri4 Mary , r,. 

Popes. Julius II. Leo X. Adrian VI. Clement VII. Paul III. Emperors. Maximilian I. 
Ch ARLES V. 

d. Wild; 
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^ What was the occafion of this ftrange marriage ? A. It was owing to the avarice of Henry VII. who, ra- ther than part with Catharine's dowry, amounting to 

200,000 ducats, obliged his fecond fon to efpoufe that princefs.- 
What was the opinion of the council ? A. The majority declared for the completion of the mar- riage ; though this meafure.was ftrongly oppoled by War- ham, archbilhop of Canterbury, who affirmed, that the marriage was not allowable by any laws, human or divine. His opinion, however, was over-ruled ; the marriage was folemnized in the month si June, 1509; and the oppofi- tion of the archbilhop ferved only as a handle for obtain* ing a divorce, as will be feen in the fequel. !£. Was Henry engaged in any wars ? A. In 1512, he entered into a confederacy with pope Julius II. the Spaniards, and Venetians, againft Lewis XII. of France; but the king of Spain deceived him, and em- ployed the Englijh forces in the conqueft of Navarre. Henry, however, made another league with pope Leo X. the emperor Maximilian, and Ferdinand, king of Spain; but he was impofed upon a fecond time, and obliged to carry on the war ftngly in Picardy, againll the French. Did he perform any memorable aftion there ? A. Not to mention the great honour he received by en- tertaining in his pay the emperor Maximilian, whoinlilled in his ferviee, wore the crofs of St. George, and accepted a hundred crowns a day, as one of his fubjefts and cap- tains, he took Terouane, Tour nay, and fome other places.; and defeated the enemy in that engagement called the bat- tle of the Spurs, fought in- the neighbourhood of Guinegatey the 18 th oiAugujl, 1413. Why was it fo called ? A. Becaufe the French made more ufe of their Ipurs than of their fwords or military weapons. 
How was this war finilhed ? A. It was concluded by a peace,, the 7th of Augufi of the enfuing year. The principal articles of it were, that Henry Ihould receive a million of crowns to indemnify him for his expences; and that his fifter. Mary, though only 

ixteen, Ihould' efpoufe the Fritich. monarch, who was in ■ th& 
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the fifty-third year of his age. The marriage accordingly was folemnized, and confummated about two month after. Did Henry live in peace with France during the re- maining part of his reign ? He declared war againft that kingdom in 1522; butit was not attended with any remarkable event. In 1544, hav- ing entered into a confederacy with the emperor CbarlesV. in order to attack France, he landed at Calais with aa army of 30,000 men, and laying liege to Boulogne, took it the 14th of September, by the cowardice of Ver<vins9 the commander, who was afterwards beheaded for his pufillanimity. A peace, however, was concluded ia 1546. Had Henry any other wars to maintain ? A. The Scottijb king, James IV. having invaded England with an army 60,000 itrong, was met near Flodden by the earl of Surry, at the head of 26,000 men, with which, on the 9th of September, 15x3, he attacked the enemy, threw them into confufion, killed their king, and obtained over them a complete viftory. Was not the war with Scotland renewed ? A. James V. had promifed to come to York, and there confer with his uncle, king Henry ; but not having kept his word, Henry was fo incenfed at this mark of neglect, that he ordered his forces to march \nlo Scotland •, when the Scotch army flying, the Englijh took a great number of pri- foners. The king of Scotland was fo deeply affe&ed with this lofs, that he died of grief the 14th of December, 

A. Yes; and one that was attended with the molt im^ portant confequences. When did this difpute begin? A. Not till the eighteenth year of his reign ; for, in the beginning of it, Henry was fo zealous for the papacy, that he wrote a book againft Luther, concerning the /erven Jacra- ments ; a performance, which gained him the title of Defen- der of the Faith, which was beftowed upon him by pope X. in 1521 ; and this title has been retained by all his fucceffors. 
2 & What 
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What gave occafion to the abovementioned difpute ? A. The pope’s refufal to gratify king Henry, with regard to the divorce from his queen Catharine ; a circum(lance, which provoked that monarch to fuch a degree, that he threw oft' all dependence on the Romijh church. <j>.. What prompted Henry to feek for a divorce ? A. Some alledge, that he was troubled with.fcruples of confcience for having married his brother’s widow, with whom, however, he had cohabited eighteen years, and had had by her three children : others pretend, that he was inftigated to this meafure by the advice of cardi- nal Wolfey, who wanted to revenge himfelf on the em- perbr Charles V. queen Catharine's, nephew, who had twice difappointed him in his defigns upon the papal; chair: a thirdfet think, that Henry, who was naturally iickle, was very much tired of being fo long married to one woman ; and, befides, that he was defirous of having male iffue, all the children whom queen Catharine bore him having died in their infancy, except one daughter. Perhaps all thefe motives concurred in determining to this -meafttre ; and he was farther aftuated by a pafiion. which he foon after conceived for Anne Bolyn, a young lady of the moft amiable endowments. She was daughter- to Sir Thomas Boleyn, and grand-daughter of the duke of Norfolk, and the earl of Ormond. What fteps did Henry take in order to accomplifh his purpofe f A. He applied for a divorce to pope Clement.Yll. who,, it was generally imagined, would grant his demand, the rather as that pontiff had been very ill ufed by the emperor- Charles V. who had feized his perfon, and thrown him into . prifon, after having caufed Rome to be facked by his forces. Did the pope comply with his requeft ? A. He gave him at firft fome hopes of fuccefs, and even ndvifed him privately to marry another wife, promifing-, that when that ftep fhould be taken, he would ratify the meafure; but his fcruples to dillblve a marriage of eigh- teen years continuance, concluded by virtue of a difpen- fation from a former pope, and blefled with three chil- 

dren, together with the fear of exafpgratiug dill farther fo- formi- 
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formidable an enemy as the emperor Charles; thefe confix derations induced his holinefs to alter his refolution. Ne- verthelefs, he granted a comrnifiion to cardinal Campeggio, an Italian, and to cardinal Wol/ey, Henry's prime minuter and favourite, to hold a court in England, and to judge of the affair. ^ What decifion did thefe prelates give ? A. After keeping the matter, for fome time, in fufpence, Campeggio, who a tied as the principal judge, prorogued the court, and the pope foon after evoked the cauls to Rome. OK Was nothing Henry incenfed at this ffep ? A. t o much, that he threatened to break off all connec- tion with the Romijh church. In the mean time, by the advice of Dr. ’Thomas Cranmer, a fellow of Jtjxs College in Cambridge, he confulted all the univerfuies of Europe with regard to the validity of his marriage; and thefe learned bodies agreed in declaring, that it could not be juftified by any laws, human or divine. Encouraged by this decifion in his favour, Henry privately, on the 14th of November, 1532, efpoufed AnneBokyn, whom he had already created marchionefs of Pembroke, and who was crowned the ill of June, 1533. The king’s marriage with Catharine of Ar- ragon was annulled by a fentence pronounced the 23d of May of the fame year, by Cranmer, now raifed to the arch- bilhopdc of Canterbury ; U r.ry refolving to be no longer amufed by the dilatory proceedings of the court oi Rome. OK What followed next ? A. Several (latutes were made, by which it was ena£led, that, for the future, no perfon fhould appeal to the court of Rome in any caufe whatfoever; but that all caufes eccle- fuftical fhould be determined by the prelates within the realm : that neither firft-fruits, annates, nor St. Peter's pence, fhould be any longer paid into the Apoftolic cham- ber ; nor palls, nor bulls for bilhopricks, nor difpenfati- ons of any kind, procured from the fee oiRome\ and that whoever dared to infringe thefe ftatutes, Ihould incur the penalties of the aft of preemunire. ^ What did pope Clement do when he heard of thefe proceedings? 

J. Hie 
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A. He threatened Henry with the fen ten ce of excommu- nication, unlefs that prince would acknowledge his fault, by taking back his wife, queen Catharine, and replacing every thing on its former footing. Neverthelefs the French king, Francis I. interpofed his good offices, and in the in- terview which he had with the pope at Marfeilles, he pre- vailed on his holinefs to fufpend the excommunication till fuch time as he Ihouid have ufed his influence with the En- glijh monarch, in order to make him fubmit to the papal fee. Did his endeavours prove fuccefsful ? A. John de Beilay, bifliop of Paris, whom he fent over to London for that purpofe, executed his commiffion with fo much prudence, that Henry promifed not to feparate him- felf from the church of Rome, provided the pope would de- lay the excommunication. BAlay, having carried this point, immediately fet out for Rotne, in order to perfuade the pope to agree to this condition. Did he confent to it? A. Yes; but infilled that king Henry fhould fign a writ- ten agreement to the fame purport; and he fixed a day for the return of the courier, who was difpatched to England for this inftrument; but the mefienger not returning at the time appointed, and news being brought to Rome, that a farce had been ailed before Henry in derifxon of the pope and cardinals, Clement entered the confiilory in a rage, and by a precipitate fentence, confirmed the marriage of Henry with Catharine, and declared that prince to be excommu- nicated, in cafe herefufed to adhere to it. This fentence was pronounced the 23d of March, 15 34. What was the confequence of this violent meafure ? A. It proved fatal to the interells of the Romijh church ; for though, upon the arrival of the courier, which hap- pened two days after the palling of the fentence, the pope repented heartily of his hally proceedings, he found it would be impoffible to appeafe king Henry, who now threw off all dependence cn the fee of Rome, and refolved to abolifli the papal authority in England. With this view he aflembled a parliament, which declared the VXngfupreme bead on earth of the church of England; gave him a right to the firit-fruits and tenths of benefices, which had tor- 
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»erly been paid to the court of Rome; granted him the power of nominating to biflioprics; fubjefted monafteries to his viiitation and government; moderated the law for punilhing heretics; and likewife paffed another aft, depriv- ing all perfons charged with treafon of the privilege of lanftuary. 

What was Henry's next meafure ? J. He profecuted fuch as refufed to acknowledge hi* fupremacy ; particularly, the learned and virtuous Sir Tho- mas More, late lord chancellor, and John Fijher, bifhop of Rochejler, who had been the king’s tutor, and juft advanced to the dignity of a cardinal; both of whom were, for this inftance of contumacy, condemned and beheaded. How did the court of Rome receive the news of thefe proceedings ? A. Paul III. who had now fucceeded Clement VII. on the papal throne, was fo enraged at the execution ofFiJber, that he cited Henry to appear . c Rome, within ninety days, in order to anfwer for his crimes; and no regard being paid to this fummons, he iffued the fentence of excommunica- tion againft that monarch, and caufed it to be 5xed up in 
all the ufual places. This event happened in 15.35; and thus the church of England was finally delivered from its flavilh fubjeftion to the fee of Rome. 

How did the people oi England relilh thefe innova- tions ? A. The laity in general, and even the fecular clergy, were very well pleafed with them ; but the monks, who forefaw their own ruin as the neceflary confequence of thefe alterations, raifed fuch a furious outcry againft the king, that they inftigated the populace to make three infurrefti- ons, which, however, were foon fuppreffed, and fome of the ringleaders feverely punilhed. ^ What were Henry's religious principles? A. In every thing, except that of acknowledging the fovereignty of the Roman pontiff, he was a moft bigotted catholic; and he even caufed feveral proteilants to be burnt for embracing the new doftrines. How many wives had Henry ? A. No lefs than fix. 
Who was his iirft wife l A. Ca- 
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4. Catharine of Arragon, whom we have already men- tioned, and who brought the king three children, of whom the princefs Mary alone furvived. After the divorce, flie retired to Kimbalton, in the county of Huntington, where fhe lived till the year 1536, when fhe died in the fiftieth year of her age. Who was tlenry's fecond wife ? 
A. Anne Bolyn, whom we have likewife mentioned, and who bore to the king the princefs Elizabeth. What became of this lady f A. She fella facrifice to the jealoufy of Henry; being beheaded on Toi.ver-Hill the 19th of May, 1 - 36. She was accufed of inceft with her brother, the vifcount Rochford,. as alfo of a criminal commerce with four of her own fer- vants: but no proof could ever be produced of the juftice of this charge; and all impartial perfons have agreed ia believing her innocent. Who was Henry's third wife ? A. 'Jane Seymour, daughter of Sir John Seymour, and maid of honour to the late queen. Henry married her thfr very day after the execution of Anne Bcleyn\ and this cir- cumflance inclined moll people to think, that it was merely to gratify this new paflion that he had facrificed that unfor- tunate lady. Jane Seymour was delivered,, the 12th of Oflober, 1537, of a fon, named Edward, who fucceeded his father on the throne, and of whom his mother died in Child-bed. Who was Henry’s fourth wife ? A. Anne of Cleaves, fifter to the duke of Clews. This lady had been reprefented to Henry as ode of the mod beau- tiful women of the age ; but the firft fight he got of her he was fo difgufted with her perfon, that he fwore fhe was a great Flandcrs-mare, and that he could never bear her any affe&ion. The marriage, however, was confummated, but was diffolved about five months after. Anne continued, neverthelefs, to live in England t\\\ the day of her death. Who was Henry’s fifth wife ? y?. Catharine Howard, niece to the duke of Norfolk, and coufm-german to Anne Bouleyn. As fhe was a lady of great beauty, fhe obtained an entire afcendant over the mind of the king: but her empire was of fhort duration. She vyas accufed 
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accufed and convifted of adultery. Derbam, Mannotk, and Culpepper, corsfefl'ed, that they had often lain with her ; and they were all three condemned and executed. The queen owned, that (he had led a dilTolute life before marriage ; but denied, on her falvation, that (he had ever defiled his majefty’s bed. She was condemned, however, by bill of attainder, and was beheaded upon Tower-Hill, the 12th of February, 1542. The vifcountefs of Rockford, who had condudted her fecret amours, was executed at the fame time; and as this woman was known to be the chief inftru- xnent who brought Anne Boleyn to her end, people were the more confirmed in the favourable fentiments which they had entertained of that unfortunate queen. Who was Henry's fixth wife ? A. Catharine Parr, relift of the lord Latimer. As (he' was a woman of fpirit as well as beauty, (he maintained to the laft her influence over the king, though her attach- ment to the doftrine of Luther had once expofed her to the molt imminent danger. In what manner ? A. She had been fo imprudent as to exprefs her diflent from the king in fome theological queftions; and as this was a liberty which he would not allow to any perfon, not even to his own confort, he ordered the chancellor to draw- up articles of impeachment againft her; but Catharine, be- ing privately informed of the matter, exerted herfelf with fo much prudence and addrefs, that/ftwy was induced to revoke the order; and the death of that prince, which fol- lowed foon after, freed her from all future apprehenfions •of the like nature. When did Henry die? A. On the 28th day oi January, 1547, in the fifty-fixth year of his age, and the thirty-eighth of his reign. 

What were the qualities of Henry? A. His conduft was fo different in the different period* of his life, that it is difficult to give a juft defeription of his charafter, which may be belt learned from his hiftory. 
In his youth, he was fincere, open, gallant, and liberal; in his more advanced years, he became rapacious, arbi- trary, froward, fretful, and fo cruel, that he feemed to 
delight in the blood of his fubjefts. His arrogance and 

4 prefumption 
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prefumption rendered him a dupe to the flattery of his own courtiers, and to the artifice and intrigues of foreign princes. As he was but a fecond fon, and had originally no hopes of afcendingthe throne, he applied tohisftudies in his earlier years, with great induftry and fuccefs; and 
had made confiderable proficiency both in philofophy and divinity. He was likewife perfeftly well fkilled in mufick, as appears from fome compofitions of his, which are flill extant. He was handfome in his perfon, but grew too cor- pulent in the latter part of his life. How many children did he leave behind him ? A. Two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth-, and one fon, named Edward. The firft he had by Catharine of Arragoru, the fecond by Anne Boleyn, and the third by Jane Seymour. How did he fettle the fucceflion ? A. He bequeathed the crown to his fon, prince Edward, and his iflue; failing which, to his daughters, Mary and Elizabeth ; in default of whom and their ifl'ue, to the heirs of his nieces, Frances andi Eleanor, daughters of the duke of Suffolk, and of his filter, Mary, late queen of France; after them, to the next lawful heir: fo that the children of his eldeft filter, Margaret, queen of Scotland, were fup- pofed to be excluded. Who were the chief inftruments of delivering the church of England from its dependence on the fee of Rome? A. Thomas Wolfey, Thomas Cromwell, and Thomas Cran- 

ih. Who was Thomas Wolfey? A. He was the fon of a butcher at Ipfwich, in the county of Suffolk, and was born in 1471. Having had the advan- tage of a learned education, and being endowed with ex- cellent parts, he foon began to diltinguilh himfelf in the world. He had been, in the preceding reign, re&orof Ay- tnington in Hampjhire. Fox, bilhep of Winchejler, introduced him to court, as a rival to the earl of Surry, who had eclipfed that prelate in the royal favour. In a little time, Wolfey fupplanted both the earl of Surry and the bilhop. He was firft appointed almoner to the king, and then dean of Lincoln. ^ ^ Did not he attain to higher dignities ? 
A. Henry 
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A. Henry VIII. who had a great opinion of his abilities, created him a member of his privy council, and made him prime minifter. Some time after he advanced him to the 

fee of Lincoln, then to that of York ; and by the intereft of Francis I. he was promoted to the rank of a cardinal. Henry afterwards declared him lord high chancellor, and obtain- ed a commiffion from the pope, nominating him legate a latere. Befides the fee of York (for he refigned that of Lin- coln) he poflefled the bilhoprics of Durham and Winchejlert and enjoyed, at very low leafes, the revenues of Bath, Wor- ctjier, and Hereford, as well as thofe of Four nay in Flanders. In a word, his income is faid to have been equal to that of the king, and he fpent it in a no lefs royal manner. Did not thefe preferments fatisfy his ambition ? A. No ; he aimed at the papal throne, to which Charles V. had promifed to raife him; but that emperor having difappointed him in two eledlions, Wolfey was fo enraged, that, in revenge to Charles, he promoted the fcheme of Henry's divorce, an affair which afterwards proved his juim In what manner ? A. As he was not able to obtain the pope’s confent to the divorce, a favour which he had flattered Henry he could eafily procure, that prince conceived fuch an averfion to- wards him, that being farther inftigated by the continual complaints of the people againft Wolfey, and the re- peated felicitations of Anne Bcleyn, who was his- enemy, he feized all his furniture, papers, and money, and even caufed him to be impeached of high treafon ; a misfortune, which affe&ed him to fuch a degree, that he died of grief at Leicejler-Abbey, the 2 2 th of November, 1530. If Who was Thomas Cromwell? A. He was the fon of a blackfmith at Putney. From the rank of a domeftic of cardinal Wolfey, he rofe to be fecre- •tary offtate, then vifitor of the monalleries,afterwards vice- gerent in matters ecclefiaftical, and, laft of all, earl of Effex. But having offended Henry by his too open attachment to the proteftant do&rines, and by his attivity in promoting the king’s marriage with Anne of Clcves, he was condemned By bill of attainder, and beheaded the 28th of July, l J40. f Who was Thomas Cranmer ? 
A. He 



l£2 History tf/ENGLAND. 
A. He was born at /Jlactton in N*uh:ghamJ}}irt,and edu- 

cated at Je/us College, in the univerhty ot Caul ridge. Hav- ing travelled into Germany, he had there read the books of Luther, and embraced the opinions of that reformer. It was he (as we have obferved) who fuggefled the me- thod of confulting the univeriities of Europe with regard to the validity of the king’s marriage. Being afterwards raifed to the fee of Canterbury, he annulled the king’s mar- riage with Catharine of Arragon: he had even the courage to-excommunicate the pope ; and he prefided over all ec- cleliaftical affairs during the remaining part of Henry’s reign, and that of his fucceffor. |>. What happened to him under the reign of queen Wary? 
A. Having efpoufed the caufe of lady y*™* Grey, in op- polition to that of queen Mary, this latter, upon her afeend- ing the throne, caufed him to be feized, and condemned to the flames for herefy. Cranmer unhappily recanted, Tioping by that means to fave his life ; but he fbon after recovered from his weaknefs, and received the crown of martyrdom. 9. Did no other remarkable events happen under kin? Ewy VIII. A. He fuppreffed all the monafleries in England-, the lef- fer ones in 15 36, the greater ones two years after; the whole amounting to fix hundred and forty-five, befides ninety col- leges, two thoufand three hundred and feventy-four chan- tries and free chapels, and one hundred and ten hofpitals. 

Th£ annual revenues ofthefeeftablifhments were valued at 161,too 1. but it is difficult to fay what they would amount to at prefent. The whole lands and poffeffions , of England were then rated at three millions a year; fo that the revenues of the monafteries did not much exceed the twentieth part of the national income. The king likewife found in the monafteries, goods, chattels, and plate, to the value of ico,oool. Out of the fpoilsof thefe religious houfes, Henry ereSed fix new bifhoprics, Weftminfter, Ox- ford, Peterbcrc'w, Briftol, Chejler, and Gloucsjler; of which the laft five fubfift at this day. 
4?. What were the chief complaints againft the monaf- teries ? A. The 
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A. The people alledged, and with great juftice, that they were receptacles of idlenefs, fuperlUtion, impodure, lewdnefs, and debauchery. Can you give any inftances of their impofture? A. At Hales in the county of Gltrucejler, the Monks had pretended to ihew, during feveral ages, the blood of Gbrijl, brought from Jerufalem. This blood was not vifible to any one in mortal fin, even when fet before him; and, till he had performed good works fufficient for his abfolution, it would not deign to difcover itfelf to him. At the dif- folution of the monaftery, the whole contrivance was dif- covered. Two monks, who were let into the fecret, had taken the blood of a duck, which they renewed every week : they put it into a phial, onp fide of which was thin and tranfparent chryftal, the other thick and obfcure. When any rich pilgrim arrived, they were fure to Ihew him the dark fide of the phial, till mafles and offerings had expiated his offences; and then finding his money, or patience, or faith, near exhaulled, they made him happy by turning the phial. Can you give any other inflance ? 
A. At Baxley in Kent, there was a miraculous crucifix, which bore the appellation of the Rood of grace. The lips and eyes, and head of the image, moved on the approach of its votaries. Hil/ey, bilhop of Rochefttr, broke the cru- cifix at St. Paul’s, crofs, and ihewed the whole people the firings and wheels, by which it had been fecretly moved. 

K chap; 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Edward VI. XLth King of England. 
From 1547 to 1553. 

Popes. King 0/ Denmark. 
Paul III, 1534 Frederic II. 1547 Julius III. 1550 e/-Sweden. Emperor and King e/"Spain. Gustavus Vasa. 1522 Charles V. 1519 King of Portugal. King c/France. John III. 1522 Henry II. ^47 e/"Scotland. Mary 1542 

TT/ H O fucceeded ffeniy VIII? W J. Eduard VI. his only fon, who was then 
in the tenth year of his age. How were the affairs of the nation conduced during 
his minority ? J. They w"re committed, in purfuance of king Henry’s will, to the management of fixteen executors or regents, and twelve counfellors j who, in order to fupport the dig- nity of the government, eledted a protettor, and conferred that office on Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford, uncle to the king, and one of the regents, and who was foon after created duke of Somer/et. How did Somer/et behave in this high ftation ? 4 As he had embraced the opinions of Luther, he in- 
flilled thofe principles into the mind of the young king, with whofe education he was entrufted ; and was no fooner poffeffed of the protedtorial authority, than he applied himfelf, with great diligence, to complete the work of *he reformation, which had been left unfinilhed in the foregoing reign. g. What fteps did he take for that purpofe ? yi. He aboliftied private maffes, and reftored the cup to the laity ; removed all images out of churches; commanded the old mafs to be laid afide, and a new one to be compiled; permitted prielU to marry; and, in a word, eftablilhed the 
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whole form of church government upon pretty nearly the fame footing as we find it at this day. ^ Did not thefe innovations occalion ftme difturb- ances ? A. The common people, inflamed by the monks, who were driven out of their monafteries, and who, being oblig- ed to work, had reduced the price of labour, by the great increafe of hands, and being ftill farther provoked by ma- nyothercircumllances,they rofe upin arms in feveralcoun- ties oiEngland: but after having been defeated in various encounters, they were glad to fubmit, and to accept of a general pardon. It was in confequence of thefe infurre&i- ons, that Lords Lieutenants of counties were firft appointed. Was not one of thefe infurredlions more dangerous than the reft ? A. The inhabitants of Norfolk aflembled, to the number of 20,000 men ; and fetting one Ket, a tanner, at their head, they propofed to deftroy the gentry, and to bring all men to a level. Ket ere&ed his tribunal under an old oak, thence called the oak of reformation ; and fummon- ing the gentry to appear before him, he gave fuch decrees as might be expefted from his charafter and fituation. He repulfed the marquis of Northampton, who ventured to at- tack him ; but being afterwards defeated by John Dudley, earl of Warwick, he was hanged at Norwich-Caftle; and nine of his followers fuffered on the boughs of the oak of reformation. Was England engaged in any foreign wars during this reign ? A. The Scots, having refufed to grant their queen, Mary Stuart, in marriage to young king Edward, to whom Ihe had been promifed, the prote&or entered Scotland with. an army of 18,000 men, and coming up with the enemy, who were double his number, at Mujfelhurgk, on the 10th of September, 1547, he attacked them with great bravery, killed above 10,000 of them, took 1500 prifoners, and ob- tained over them a complete victory. At the fame time, the earl of Lennox and lord Wharton, invaded Scotland by the weftern marches, and after taking and plundering they fpread devaftation over all the neighbouring counties. ^ Had England no other foreign wars to maintain ? 
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A. Henry II. king of France, taking advantage of the diftraftions, which had now broke out in the Fnglijh coun- cils, refoived to recover thofe places which had been con- ?[uered from him by Henry VIII. With this view, he fell uddenly upon the Boulonois, took the caftles ^ Sellacque, Blacknefs, and Ambleteufe; but though he laid fiege to the town of Boulogne, he was not able to reduce it. ^>. What was the occafion of thofe diforders that were now broke out in the Englijb councils ? A. They were owing to the fa&ious temper of lord Tho- mas Seymour, the protestor’s brother, who having married queen Catharine Parr, the late king’s widow, had been created baron Dudley, and lord high-admiral, and who, not content with thefe great preferments, afpired to the foie diredlion of affairs, and endeavoured to fupplant his bro- ther in the royal favour. The jealoufy between the two •brothers was artfully fomented by Dudley, earl of War- nuick, a man of infatiable avarice and unbounded ambi- tion, who, at laft, inflamed the quarrel to fuch a pitch, that the admiral was accufed of a confpiracy againft the go- vernment ; and though this charge was never fufficiently proved, he was yet condemned to lofe his head by bill of attainder, a fentence which was accordingly executed on the zoth of March, 1549. Did the death of this nobleman reftore harmony in the council ? A. No ; the earl of Warwick, lately created duke of Nor- thumberland, being determined to ruin the protestor, whom 

he mortally hated; and whom he confidered as an invinci- ble obftacle to the accomplilhment of his ambitious pro- jetts, caufed him firft to be deprived of his office, and then fubje&ed him to fo many infults, that Somer/et was tempted to enter into a plot againft the life of his adver- fary. Northumberland having gained this point, caufed So- merfet to be thrown into the Tower, to be brought to his trial, to be condemned as a felon, for confpiring the death ©f a privy counfellor ; and the fentence was adtually exe- cuted on Tower-Hill, the zzd of January, 1552. The king difcovered an extreme reludlance to ftgn the warrant for his uncle’s execution; but he was at laft overcome by the im- 
fortunities of Northumberland, Q How 4 



1550 Edward VT. 197 
$>. How did this nobleman employ the authority he had gained ? 4. He concluded a peace with Henry II. of France, in 1550, by virtue of which Boulogne was to be reftored ta that monarch, upon his paying to Edward 400,000 crowns of gold. Scotland was likewife comprehended in the peace;: and as the Scots had lately fent their queen to France*. where Ihe was foon after efpoufed to the dauphin, king Ed- ward defilled- from all pretenlions to a marriage with that princefs; and he even reftored to the Scots the towns which he had taken from them. What further ufe did Northumberland make of his authority ? A. He reprefented to king Edward, who was extremely attached to the new dodlrines, that the proteftant religion would be in the moft imminent danger, Ihould his After, Mary, who was a bigotted Catholic, fucceed to the throne : that he could not poffibly exclude that princefs, without excluding, at the fame time, his other M^Elhsahcb: that the queen of Scots flood excluded by the will of the late king ; that after thefe three princefles were let afide, the crown belonged of right to the lady Frances, marchionefs of Dorfet, and afterwards dutchefs of Suffolk, daughter to Mary, Henry the Eighth’s filter, and queen dowager of France, by her fecond hulband, Charles Brandon, duke o£ Suffolk ; that the next heir to the marchionefs of Dorfet who was her eldeft daughter, the lady Jane Grey, a lady every way worthy of a throne, and by her affeftion for the proteftant religion, the moft likely to fupport the reformation, which Ed-ward had fo happily completed. ^ What effedt had this reafoning upon the mind o£ young Edward? A. So great, that he actually difinherited his two filters, and Elizabeth, and appointed, by letters patent, the lady Jane Grey, his heir and fucceflbr. 

Of what advantage was this fettlement to the duke of Northumberland? 
That nobleman had taken care to marry his fourth, jon, lord Guilford Dudley, to the lady Jane Grey, by which means, had the fcheme fucceeded, his own family would have been placed upon the throne. 

K3 ^ How- 
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How long did king Edward furvive thefe tranfa&ions? A. But a very few days. He died of a confumption, the 6th of July, 1553, in the fxxteenth year of his age,- and the feventh of his reign. 

4J. What is the character of Edward ? A. He was endowed with every qualification that could recommend him to the love and efteem of his fubje&s ; beauty of perfon, probity of mind, fweetnefs of temper, an attachment to equity and juftice ; and he was bleffed with fuch a quicknefs of apprehenfion, that, youngjas he was at the time of his death, he had made confiderable progrefs in moll branches of learning. He was pretty well ikilled in the Latin and French languages, and had even acquired fome knowledge of the Greek, Spanijh, and Italian. Q Did he leave any monuments behind him ? 
A. He confirmed the grant, made by his father, to the city of London, of Chrijl’s and St. Bartholomew’% hofpitals ; and he founded thofe of Bridewell and St. Thomas, together 

with feveral fchools. The duke of Somorfet built the palace now called Somerfet-houje in the Strand, which, upon the death of that nobleman, was forfeited to the crown, and Hill belongs to the royal family. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL. 
Mary, XL!5* Sovereign of England. 

From 1553 to 1558. 
Popes. King of Denmark. Julius IID 1550 Frederick II. 1547 Marcellus II. 1555 King c/"Sweden. Paul IV. 1555 Gustavus Vasa 155* Emperor and King of Kings 0/Portugal. Charles V. 1519 John III. 1552 King of France. Sebastian 1557 Henry II. 1547 e/'-Scotland. King of Spain. Mary 154? 

Philip II. 
SK T Y/HAT fieps did the duke of Northumberland take V V after the death of king Edward ? A. As he knew it would be impoflible to execute that mo- narch’s will, without getting the princelfes Mary and Eliza- beth into his power, he fent them orders, in the king’s name, (whofe death he thought proper to conceal) to come to Court; and they accordingly fet out on their journey for that purpofe, when the princefs Mary, who had arrived within a few miles of London, receiving intelligence of her brother’s death, and Northumberland's defigns, from the earl of Arun- del, immediately vmhdrew to Framlingham-Cafle, in the bounty of Suffolk. Sf What did Northumberland do upon this difappoint- ment ? A. Finding it in vain to diflemble any longer, he inftantly publiftied king Edwards will, and caufed the lady Jane Grey, in fpite of all her remonftrances, to be proclaimed, queen of England, the 19th of July, 1553. 

’What courfe did the princefs Mary take in the mean time ? 
* In the beginning of this year, Cborltt V, reiiened the crown of Spain to his fon, Den Philip, K 4 A. Being 
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A. Being joined by the inhabitants of Suffolk, and of fe- vers! other counties, ihe fent a meffage to the council, in which ihe promifed them a pardon for their pail offences, required them to return to their duty, by acknowledging her title, and fxgnified her refolution of advancing towards Z,e«- don, in Older to fupport it by force of arms. What effe£t did this meffage produce ? A. The duke of Northumberland marched out againft her at the head of a fmall army: the counfellors being freed from the terror ©f this nobleman, who had hitherto kept them in awe, declared for the prinCefs Mary, and, together with the lord mayor and aldermen of London, folemnly pro- claimed her queen. Even the duke of Suffolk, lady Jane’s father, who commanded in the Tower, furrendered that for- trefs; and ladyJW herfelf, after wearing the vain pageantry of a crown during ten days, returned to a private life, with much more fatisfaftion than ihe felt when the royalty was tendered to her. ijh What became of Northumberland ? A. Deferted by his troops, and defpairing of fuccefs, he made a merit of neceflity; and finding it impoffible to efcape from the kingdom, he was the firft, when queen Mary was proclaimed at Cambridge, to throw up his cap, as a mark of his loyalty and fubmiflion. Did this diffimulation fave him ? A. No; he was arrefted, brought to his trial, condemned to lofe his head, and was accordingly executed on Tower-Hill, the 22d of Augujl. Sentence was likewife pronounced againft the lady Jane Grey, and lord Guildford Dudley, but with- out any prefent intention of putting it in execution; and they were therefore remanded back to the Tower. OK What became of the duke of Suffolk, lady Jane’s fa- ther ? A. He was fet at liberty ; but having foon after joined in aconipiracy with Sir Thomas Wyat, who entered London, at the head of 6000 men, when he was furrounded and taken; Suffolk was once more feized, and thrown into the Tower. IjL What was the confequence of this rebellion ? A. It proved fatal to the lady Jane and her hufband, both of whom were executed the 12th of February, 1554* The 

lady behaved with great conflancy and fortitude; and after 
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after feeing the hfeadlcfs body of her huiband pafs by, ih& fubmitted herfelf to the executioner with a fteady and ferene countenance. Her father was executed the 21ft of the fame month* Sir 'Thomas Wyat the i ith oiApril', and about fifty other perfons fuffered in London alone. ^j.How did queen Mary condutt herfelf with regard to religion l A. As (he was a bigotted Roman Catholic, ihe reftored all the deprived Popijh prelates to their refpecUve fees; threw a-great many proteftant bilhops into prifon, and granted a general liberty of confcience till the meeting of parliament, by an aft of which the exercife of any other communion, befides the Roman Catholic, was forbid ; the ilatutes of Ed- ward VI. in favour of the reformation, were repealed ; and the national religion was replaced on the fame footing on- which it Hood at the death of Hinry VIII. Did the queen give any other proof of her zeal for Popery ? A. Having ftrengthened herfelf by her marriage with Philip II. king of Spain, which was celebrated at Winches- ter, the 25th of July, 1554, ihe afiembled a new parlia- 
ment, in which cardinal /Vr, defcended from the royal fa- mily of England, (a man of great moderation, but extremely attached to the religion, and who now afted as the pope’s legate) made a fpeech, exhorting the two houfes to, reconcile themfelves and the kingdom to the Apoflolic fee. This advice was taken in very good part; the two houfes' made an aft, fupprefling the proteftant, and re-eftablilhing. the catholic religion ; and the cardinal, having gained this point, gave the parliament and kingdom abfolution,. freed them from all cenfures, and received them again into the bofom of the church. fg. Did the parliament take any other fteps in favour of i Popery ? 

A. They revived the old fanguinary laws agafnft here-- tics; and thefe laws were executed by the queen and her minifters, with fuch unrelenting feverity, that, in the fpace of three years, during which the perfecutions lafted, no lefs than two hundred and feventy-feven perfons fuffered by<. 
fire; befides thofe wbo were punilbed by iroprifonments, fines, and confifcations. Among thofe who fuffered by fire,.. Et 5, werftt 
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were five bifhops, viz. Cranmer, archbifhop of Canterbury ; Ridley, biftiop of London; Latimer, of Worcejler- Hooper, of Ghucejler; and Ferrar, of St. David’s; twenty-one clergy- men, eight lay-gentlemen, eighty-four tradefmen, one hun- dred hufbandmen, fervants, and labourers, five women, and four children. 4^ How did thefe martyrs Tupport their punilhment ? With fuch invincible fortitude as excited the aftonilh- 
ment even of their perfecutors; and, inftead of diminifliing, tended only to encreafe the number of proteftants. 4J. Can you give any inftances of their fortitude, and of the cruelty of their perfecutors ? A. Moft of them, when tied to the flake, had a pardon offered them, which they nobly rejected. Rogers, who was the firft that fuffered, was fo little terrified with his ap? preaching fate, that the jailors waked him from a found fleep, when the hour of his execution came.. One Thomas Hawkes had agreed with his friends, that if he found the torture tolerable, he would make a fignal to that purpofe, in the midll of the flames. Accordingly, when the fire at- tacked him, he flretched out his arms, the fignal agreed on; and in that pofture he expired. Cranmer had been prevailed on by the fond hope of life, to fign a paper, containing his recantation t but he afterwards recovered from his weak- nefs, and being determined, that his hand, which had be- trayed his heart, fliould lirft pay the forfeit of its offences, he held it in the flames till it was entirely confumed; and he foon after expired. A woman, in Guern/ey, being near the time of her labour, when brought to the flake, was, thrown into fuch agitation by the torture, that her belly burft, and ftte was delivered in the midft of the flames. One of the guards immediately fnatched the infant from the fire, and attempted to fave it; but a magiftrate, who flood by, or- dered it to be thrown back, being refolved, he faid, that nothing fliould furvive, which fprung from fuch an obftinate and heretical parent. 4J. Who were the chief inftruments of thefe cruel perfecu-. tions? 

A. Gardiner, bifhop of Winche/ler, and Bonner, bifliop of London, whofe names have ever fince been held in the uU molt horror and deteftation. Was queen Mary engaged in any wars ? A. Yes; 
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A. Yes; in order to oblige her confort, kmg^Pbilip, flie came to a rupture with France (contrary tor the articles oi her marriage contraft) and, in 1557, lent to his affiftance, in Flanders, an army of \ 0,000 men, which contributed greatly to the vidtory obtained by the Spaniards at St. Quintin. She likewife fupplied him, in the courfe of the fucceeding year, with a fleet of an hundred and forty fail, which had a con- 

fiderable lhare in defeating the French at the battle of Grave- lines, Q Did the Englijh gain any thing by this war ?' A. On the contrary, they loft Calais, Guienes, Ham, and every other place-they then held in France, which were con quered by the duke ol Guifc, ihe-Frencb general, in the fpring of 1558. Did not thefe lofles occafion great difcontents irv En- gland? A, So great, that the people exclaimed loudly againft the queen’s adminiftration ; and her grief, it is fejd, on that ac- count, together with the indifference which’her hufband,. Philip, {hewed her, contributed no lefs than the dropfy, with whichihe was afflified, to bring her to her end, which happened the 17th of November, 1558, in the forty-third year of her age, and, after a.fhort and inglorious reign of< live years, four months, and eleven -days.. What is the charatter of Mary ? A^ She feems to have pofTefled few qualities, either efti- mable or amiable ; and her perfon was as little engaging as hter behaviour and addrefs. Bigotry and cruelty were the principal, if not the foie ingredients of her charafter ; and to. this caufe ought to be aferibed all thedhocking barbari- ties that difgraced her reign. ^ Had queen Mary any children ? A. No; fhe imagined once, indeed, that (he had con- ceived ; but after fhe thought fhe was gone feveral month* with child, fhe was delivered of a fubftance, .known by the 
name of a mola. 

K (t. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLI. 
Elizabeth, XLIH Sovereign ^England; 

From 1558 to 1603. 
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XT/HO lucceeded queen Mary ? 
VV Her lifter, Elizabeth, daughter of Henry VIII. and. Anne Boleyn, who afcended the throne in 1558, being then twenty-five years of age. How did this princefs behave in her high flation ? A. With admirable fagacity and prudence ; fo that her reign, as it was one of the longeft, is alfo one of the molt glorious that is to be found in the Englijh annals. ^ How did Ihe conduit herfelf with regard to religion ? 

* About this time, the crowns of Spain and Portugal were united on the head of Philip II. who, upon the death of tienrj of Portugalt made a een^ueft of that kingdom, A. She 
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A. She repealed the laws enafted by her filler in favour of Popery ; re-eftablilhed the proteftant religion ; declared herfelf fnpreme governefs of the church, both in fpirituals and temporals; and, in a word, reftored every thing to the fame footing on which they Hood at the death of Edward W. Did Ihe do nothing elfe in favour of the new doc- trines ? A. She fupported the proteftants in France, Scotland, and the Low-Countries, and was univerfally confidered, all over Europe, as the chief bulwark of the reformation. What affiftance did Ihe give to the protellants in France? - A. That kingdom had long been torn with domeftic fac- tions, arifing from the animolity between the catholics and proteftants. Elizabeth fupported the latter both with mo- 

ney and troops, and enabled Henry IV. who was a proteC- tant, though he afterwards changed his religion, to mount the throne, in 1590. What aftiftance did Ihe give to the proteftants in the Low-Countries? A. Thefe provinces, which were fubjeflto Spain, had fuf- fered fuch cruel perfecutions on account of religion, that no lefs than 50,000 perfons are faid to have been put to death for herefy. The people, enraged at thefe barbarities, revolted from the Spaniards, and imploring the protection of Elizabeth, offered her the fovereignty of their country, provided Ihe would undertake their defence. ^ Did (he accept their offer ? A. No; but Ihe generoufty took them under her protec- tion, and fupported them fo effectually, that they were at laft able to lhake off the Spanijh yoke, to affert their native liberty, and to ereCt the famous commonwealth of the united provinces. What affiftance did Ihe give to the proteftants in Scot- land ? A. She enabled them, partly by money, and partly by her forces, to make head againlt the catholics, and at laft to ob- tain over them a complete victory; though this conduft en- gaged her in a quarrel, which was attended with the molt fatal confequences to Mary, queen of Stelf, and even fixed* 
i tain on the memory of Elizabeth, 2; WhQ 
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Who was Mary, queen of Scots ? A. She was daughter to James V. king of Scotland, and to Mary of Lorrain, eldeft daughter to Claude, duke of Guife, and widow of Lewis, duke of Longueville. This young princefs had married Francis II. king of France; and, at the inftigation of her uncles, the princes of Guife, Ihe af- fumed, on the death of Mary, of England, the title cf queen of that kingdom, pretending, that Elizabeth was ille- gitimate, and had no right to the throne.- 

4J. What were queep Mary’s pretenfions to the crown of England ? A. She was grandaughter to James IV. and to Margaret, eldeft daughter to Henry VII. and it was in virtue of this right, that her fon, James Stuart, upon the death of Eliza- beth, pfcended the throne of England. Ff Did Ihe take any fteps to fupport her pretenfions ? A. No; Ihe knew that England was in fuch a pollure of 
defence, and that Elizabeth was fo beloved by the people in. general, that it would be altogether in vain to make any at- tempts againft her. Mean while, being left a widow by., the death of her hulband,lhe returned, in 1561, \t\\.oScotland, her hereditary kingdom. This country was at that time- divided into two faflions, the one compofed of proteftants, the other of catholics, with the latter of whom, the queen, who had been bred a Papijl, joined ; and finding it impoffible to fupport herfelf againft the former, who were headed by her natural brother, James Stuart, earl.of Mur- ray, Ihe efpoufed Henry Stuart, lord Darnley, her own cou- fin-german, and fon to the earl of Lennox, efteemed, at that time, the handfomeft man in Britain; and Ihe even honoured , him with the title of king. Did Ihe live in harmony with her hufband ? A. Yes, for feme time; but as Henry, who was of a pro- fligate charader, foon began to treat her with the utmoft negled, the queen became, in her turn, as indifferent about, him. Henry, on the other hand, grew jealous of the queen, on account of her intimacy with one David Rizzio. This man, who was an Italian by birth, and an excellent mufi- cian, had infinuated himfelf fo effe&ually into the queen’s good graces, that Ihe firft appointed hio)i her private fecre- tary, and afterwards advanced him. to be her prime mini-. ' fters 
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fler. She even indulged him, if Buchanan may be credited, in the moil fcandalous familiarities; and though this impu- tation feems to have been altogether groundlefs, Rizzio’s enemies encouraged the report, in order to inflame the fuf- picions of king Henry. £>. What was the confequence of this prince’s jealoufy ? Being determined, at all events, to make away with the minion, he formed a confpiracy for the execution of his projeft, with George Douglas and others. Having thus laid his fcheme, he entered the queen’s apartment, while fhe was at fupper: the aflaflins feized Rizzio, who fat at table'; and, notwithftanding the entreaties of her majelly, who en- deavoured to fave him, they inftantly put him to death. The queen was confined, during fome months, in her pa- lace; but having, by her carefles, gained the confidence of her hulband, ftie privately made her efcape with him ; and having thus recovered her liberty,ihe fuddenly deferted him, and treated him ever after with the moll fupreme contempt. Had queen Mary no other favourite after the death of Rizzio ? A. Yes; the earl of Bothnutllr a man of the moll aban- doned principles, fooa acquired over her the fame unli- mited influence which Rizzio had poflefled. Was Are ever reconciled to her hulband f A. No; though Ihe feemed to be fo, the better to ferve her purpofes; Ihe paid him a vifit; attended him during an illnefs, with which he was feized ; converfed with him cor- dially ; lay feveral nights in a room below his; but, on the loth o{February, 1567, king was killed by the arti- fices (as was fufpedled) of Bothwell; and not without the qneen’s confent and connivance; a fuppofition which was further confirmed, by her marrying Bothwell about three months after. ^ Did not thefe barbarous and lhameful proceedings ex- cke the indignation of the Scottijb nobility ? A. So highly, that the earls of Argyle, Morton, Mar, A- thol, Glencame, kand others, who bore an irreconcilable hatred to Bothnuell, raifed. an army, in order to annul his marriage. The queen marched out againfl: them, at the head of an army; but her troops deferting her, Ihe was 
obliged to fubmit to the confederate lords, who carried her 

to 
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to Edinburgh; and, next day, committed her clofe prifoner to the caftle of Lochlcvin, from whence fhe efcaped the 2d of May, 1568. BotbvjellWkewik made his efcape, and with- drew, firft to Dunbar, and then to the Orkneys, Where he turned pirate ; but being driven from thatftation, he retired 
to Denmark, where he was thrown into prifon, loft his fenfes, and died miferabiy about ten years afterwards; an end worthy of his flagitious life. Whither went queen Mary after her efcape ? A. She repaired to Hamilton, where fhe was prefently joined by feveral of the nobility, who brought to her affif- tance about 6000 men : but the earl of Murray, her natural brother, who had lately retired to France, returning about this time to. Scotland, aflumed the fupreme authority, in the name of the young prince James,, queen Mary's fon, by Henry Stuart •, and marching out againft the queen’s army, he entirely defeated it, and obliged that princefs to fly into 'England. What reception did fhe meet with in that kingdom ? A. A very unfavourable one ; queen Elizabeth commit- ting her to prifon, where fhe continued above eighteen years. ^ What was Elizabeth’s motive for treating her in that manner ? A. It was partly to revenge the affront, which queen Mary had put upon her, in afluming the title of queen ofEwg/W, and reprefenting Elizabeth as an ufurper, and a baftard ; but chiefly to render her for ever incapable of taking any fteps to fupport that title, or deprive queen Elizabeth of the crown of England, to which, the Roman catholics alledged, queen Mary had a better right than Elizabeth herfelf. ^ Did nobody efpoufe the caufe of this unfortunate princefs ? 

A. Moft of the princes of Europe, particularly the kings of France and Spain, interpofed in her favour, and employ- ed both menaces and entreaties in order to procure her li- berty ; but all their endeavours for this purpofe proved inef- feftual. What reafon did queen Elizabeth aflign for detaining queen Mary in prifon ? A. She accufed her of having been an accomplice in the horrid crime of her hufband’s murder; an actuation, agai nft which. 



1567 Elizabeth 209 which, it mufl be owned, queen Mary made but a very poor defence. 
What became of this unhappy princefs afterwards ? A. Being naturally of a high and lofty fpirit, ftxe was fo provoked at the harlh treatment Ihe had met with, that Ihe entered into a confpiracy, formed by one Babington, againft queen Elizabeth's life. Elizabeth had her tried for this crime, and condemned to lofe her head ; and this fevere fentence was accordingly executed, the 8th of February, 1587, in 

Fctheringay-Cajlk, notwithftanding all the remonftrances made by her fon James VI. of Scotland, and Henry III. of France ; though Bcllievre, it is faid, the French ambaflador, had private inftrudtions to folicit the execution of the fen- tence ; a report, which was the more readily credited, as Henry bore an implacable hatred to the duke of Guife, queen Mary's kinfman. How did queen Elizabeth behave when fhe received the news of queen Mary's death ? A. She affedted to be filled with the deepeft forrow and aflliftion; protelled, that though Ihe had figned the war- rant for her death, fhe had no defign of carrying it into ex- ecution : flie chaced her minifters and counfellors from her prefence, and even gave orders for their being profecuted in the ftar-chamber. Did not queen Mary's imprifonment in England OC- cafion fome diilurbances in the kingdom ? A. Twoinfurreftions wereraifed on her account, but nei- ther of them of any great confequence. One of them was excited by the earl of Northumberland, who, for this at- tempt, was brought to the fcaffold. The fame was the fate of the duke of Norfolk, who had formed a fcheme for refeu- ing and marrying queen Mary. Had queen Elizabeth any wars to maintain ? A. None, but what Ihe undertook for the fupport of her allies; nor do any of thefe deferve to be mentioned, except 
that which Ihe waged againft Spain. ££. What were the moft remarkable events of this war ? A. Philip II. of Spain, provoked at the affiftance which Elizabeth had given to his revolted fubjefts in the Low-Coun- tries, refolved to retaliate that injury, by invading England, in 1588, with a powerful armament, which he ftiled the Invin- 
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Invincible Armada. It confifled of one hundred and thirty- two large Ihips, exclufive of twenty caravels for the fer- vice of the army, and ten falves with fix oars a-piece ; hav- ing on board P766 failors,^ 2088 galley-11,rves, 21,855 fol- diers, and 3165 pieces of cannon ; and fumilhed with am- munition and provifion for fix months. The fleet was com- manded by the duke de Medina Sidonia ; and the duke of Parma was to join it with an army of 34,000 men from the Lo<w Countries ; but the ports of Flanders were fo effectually blocked up by forty men of war, Dutch and Englijh, that that officer found it impoffible to execute his purpofe. • What preparations did Elizabeth make for repelling this invafipn ? A. She aflembled all her Ihips of war, and reinforcing them with others, furnifhed her by the merchants, intrufted the command of them to lord Howard of Effingham, the lord high-admiral; and under him to Drake, Hawkins, and Forbijher, the moft renowned feamen in Europe. She like- wife raifed three great armies, and ftationed them in diffe- rent parts of the kingdom ; andlhe even appeared on horfe- back in the camp at THJlury, where the main army was polled; and by her looks and exhortations infpired fuch courage into the foldiers, that they feemed to wilh for no- thing more than the arrival of the enemy. ^ What was the ilfue of this great enterprize ? si. The Spanijh Armada was overtaken by a florm be- fore it reached the coaft of England: it was then attacked by the Englijh admirals, who, befides doing great damage to the reft of the fleet, took or funk about fourteen of their veifels, among which was a great Ihip of Bi/cay, and the great.galleon oi Andaluzia, each of them containing a large fum of money. The Spanijh admiral, dilheartened by this lofs, and finding it impoffible to fucceed in his attempt, refolved to make the belt of his way homewards; but as he could not fafely pafs through the channel (the wind being contrary) he determined to fail northwards, and doubling the extremity of Scotland, return to his own country by the ocean. During his voyage, he was encountered by another ftorm, which difperfed and deftroyed the greateft part of his fleet; fo that of 132 Ihips, which he carried out with him, he was able to bring back no more than 53. Philip, who 



1599 Elizabeth 211 who was an excellent hypocrite, no fooner heard of the failure of his enterprize, than he fell on his knees, and re- turned thanks to God, that the misfortune was not greater. Elizabeth, with much better reafon, made a proceflion to St. Paul's, and returned thanks to God for the fignal deliver- ance he had vouchfafed her. At the fame time, flie fettled a penfion on the admiral, and liberally rewarded all thofe who had diftinguithed themfelves on this occafion. Did not fome difturbances happen in Ireland during this reign? d. A rebellion was raifed in that kingdom by Hugh O'Neale, earl of Tyrone, one of the Irijh chieftains, who had formed a defign to drive the Englijh out of Ireland, The earl of EJfex was fent againft him in 1599, at the head of 
20,000 foot, and 2000 horfe, which were afterwards rein- forced by 2OCO more ; but this nobleman, not having an- fwered the expectations of the court, was fucceeded in his command by Charles Blount, lord Montjoy, who defeated Tyrone in feveral engagements, and obliged him to have re- courfe to the queen’s mercy. ^ Was queen Elizabeth ever married ? A. Her policy and her love of liberty were fo great, that fhe could never think of fubmitting to the yoke of matri- mony. ^ How does her policy appear in this particular ? A. All the young princes of Europe paid court to her; and though fhe had taken fecretly a determined refolution againft entering into the married ftate, yet, as fhe never gave any of her fuitors an abfolute denial, fhe ftill kept them in expectation, and by that means fecured their friendlhip. The fame motive feems likewife to have engaged all the young Englijh noblemen to be conftantly about her perfon, and to ferve her with a zeal, which was as much derived from a fpirit ofgallantry, as from a fenfe of duty. i£. Who were Elizabeth's chief favourites ? A. Her firft favourite was Robert Dudley, fon to Dudley, duke of Northumberland, who was beheaded in the begin- ning of queen Mary's reign, and grandfon to that Dudley who had been one of the inftruments of king Henry the Se- venth’s extortions, and who was afterwards executed for his illegal practices. This man fhe created earl of Lcicejler, and 

loaded 
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loaded him with many other honours and preferments; and though ha appears to have been deftitute of every valuable quality, he continued, till his death, to enjoy the queen’s friendlhip and affeftion. Her fecond favourite was Robert Devcreux, earl of EJJcx (whom we have already mentioned) a young nobleman of the moft generous fentiments, and the moil diftinguiihed abilities, but raih, headltrong, and vio- lent in his temper. Being once engaged in a difpute with the queen, he fo provoked her by his difrefpedtful beha- viour, that ihe gave him a box on the ear; upon which EJfex clapped his hand to his fword, and fwore he would: not bear fuch treatment, were it from Henry the Eighth himfelf. Neverthelefs, he was, foon after, reftored to her majelly’s favour, and was fent over to Ireland againft the earl of Tyrone; on his return from which expedition he was again difgraced, and fubjedted to fo many indignities, that his impatient fpirit breaking through all the reftraints of duty and allegiance, he endeavoured to raife an infurrec- tion; but failing in his attempt, he was feized, tried, con- demned, and executed, the 25th of February, 1601. The queen (hewed at lirft an extreme reludiance to fign the war- rant for his death ; but believing his obftinacy to be fo great, that he fcorned to apply to her for a pardon, Ihe wa* at laft prevailed on to confent to his execution. How long did (he furvive this tranfadlion ? About two years; when finding that EJfex had actu- ally folicited a pardon, but that the perfoft employed by him for that purpofe had defignedly negleCted to execute the commiffion, (he was feized with fuch a profound me- lancholy, that (he rejected all confolation ; (he even refufed food and fuftenance; and after languiftung thus for ten days, (he expired gently, without ftruggle or convulfion, the 24th of March, 1603, in the feventieth year of her age, and the forty-fifth of her reign. This account has been rejected by fome hiftorians, as romantic ; but the proofs adduced in fupport of it by Dr. Birch, in his negociations. and memoirs, feem to be fully fetisfaCtory. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of Elizabeth. A. She was tall, (trait, (trong-limbed, and mafculine, with a high round forehead, fair complexion, fine white teeth, and yellow hair. She danced with great agility; her 
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her voice was clear and ftrong, her ear good, and fhe played excellently upon feveral mufical inftruments. Nor were the qualities of her mind inferior to thofe of-her body; fte polTeffed a found judgment, a tenacious memory, under- llood the dead and living languages, had made confidera- ble proficiency in the fciences, and was well read in hiftory. The maxims of her government were wife and prudent; and fhe was extremely happy in the choice of her minifters. ^ Was this reign diftinguilhed by no other remarkable tranfaftions than thofe you have already mentioned ? A. \x\ 1600, the queen granted the firft patent to the Eaji-India company, wliofe ftock was at that time 72,000!. In 1569, fhe concluded a treaty of commerce with BaJilonjoitz, great duke of Mufcovy, together with a per- fonal alliance, by which they engaged to give each other an afylum, in cafe either of them fhould be driven out of their dominions. In 1577, Sir Francis Drake fet fail from Ply- mouth, and entering the fouth fea by the ftreights of Magel- lan, returned, in 1580, by the Cape of Good Hope, to Eu- rope. He was the firft Engli/bman who failed round the world; and the firft commander in chief of any nation : for Magellan, whofe (hip performed the fame voyage, died in his paffage. In 1584, Sir Walter Raleigh difcovered Virginia, which name he gave it in honour of the virgin- queen : he is fuppofed to be the firft perfon who introduced the ufe of tobacco into England. £>. Can you relate any thing elfe worthy of notice ? A. Some private adventurers, headed by Sir Francit Drake and Sir John Norris, and aflifted by the queen, un- dertook, in 1589, to raife Don Antonio, prior of Crato, a natural fon of the royal family of Portugal, to the throne of that kingdom, which had lately become vacant; but, aftet meeting with fome fuccefs, they finally failed in the enter- prize. In the courfe of this reign. Sir John Grejham built, at his own charge, the magnificent ftrutture of the Ex- change, for the reception of merchants: the queen vifited it, and gave it the name of the Royal Exchange. 4^, Did any memorable events happen in the other king- doms of Europe during this period ? A. A fcene of cruelty was afted in France, which has 
fixed an indelible ftain on the character of that nation, and on 
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n the Catholic religion. The Papifts of Paris, not only <y the connivance, but even by the exprefs order, nay un- er the immediate direftion of their fovereign, that treache- ,)us tyrant, Charles IX. rofe upon the Proteftants, and at- tcking them unawares, in the night of the aad of Augujl, 572, put about 10,000 of them to the fword. The like maf- '.cre of the Proteftants was committed in Rouen, Lyons, and 'iany other cities of the kingdom On the fir ft of Augujl, .589, Henry III. of France was ftabbed by the hands of a religious madman, one Jaques Clement, a Dominician monk, who was inftantly hewed in pieces by the courtiers. 

CHAP. XLII. 
The Union of the Crowns c/England and Scotland. 

James I. XLIIId King of England, 
And Firji ^ Great Britain : 

From 1603 to 1625. 
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^ TT 7 H O fucceeded queen Elizabeth? 
V V -A. James VI. king of Scotland, and firft of England-, fon to the unfortunate Mary, queen o(Scots, and Henry Stuart, lord Darnley. 

W hat title had he to the crown i A. He 
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A. He was the great-grandfon of Margaret, daughter of Henry VII. and, on the failure of all the male iflue of that prince, his hereditary right remained unqueftionable. Queen Elizabeth too, with her dying breath, had declared him her fuccelfor; and the Englijh in general were To well pleafed with the profpedt of his acceffion, that many of them had begun, even before the death of that princefs, to make their court to him. i?. When did he afeend the throne of England ? A. In 1603, being crowned at Weftminjler, the 25th of July, on St. James’s day of the fame year. How old was he at the time of his acceffion ? A. Thirty-feven years of age, being born at Edinburgh- Cajlle, the 19th of June, 1.566. He was baptized a Roman catholic, but afterwards educated in the proteftant religion, the famous hiftorian Buchanan being his tutor. His mother being depofed in 1567, James was crowned immediately after, and committed to the guardianfhip of the earl of Murray, who a died as regent of the kingdom. That noble- man, being alfaflinated in 1670, was fucceeded in the re- gency by the earls oi Lennox, Mar, and others, till 1578, when James affumed the reins of government. How did this prince behave upon his afcending the throne of England? A. He promifed to execute, with the utmoft ftridlnefs, the feveral laws which were enadted by queen Elizabeth againft the Roman catholics; and commanded all popilh priefts and Jefuits immediately to leave the kingdom. He was, however, a little too lavilh in bellowing titles of ho- nour ; for, in fix weeks time after his arrival in England, he is faid to have conferred knighthood on no lefs than 237 perfons; fo that die wits affixed a pafquinade to o.. Paul s cathedral, in which they promifed to teach an art very ne- cefiary to affill frail memories, in retaining the names of the new mobility. What title did king James aflame, in order to put an end to the difputes between the Englijh and Scots ? A. That of Great Britain. What was the firll remarkable event of this reign ? A. A confpiracy was formed by fome malecontents to fubvert the government, and raife to the throne the lady 

Arabella 
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Arabella Stuart, coufin-german to the king ; and fome of 
the confpirators were executed for this crime. The brave and learned Sir Walter Raleigh, one of the chief ornaments of his age and nation, was accufed, but upon very flender evi- dence, of being concerned in this plot; and this gallant gentleman, after having been confined twelve years in the la'wtr (where he wrote his excellent hiftory of the world) was beheaded the 29th of October, 1618. Arabella Stuart died in that fortrefs. ^ Was not another ccnfpiracy hatched in this reign ? 

A. Yes: [or&z Roman Catholics, Catejby, Piercy, Digby, and others, provoked at the feverity exercifed again!! thofe of their profeffion, by James, from whom they had expedted better treatment, entered into a fcheme for blowing up the parliament houfe with gun-powder the 5 th of November, 1605, when the king fihould be haranguing the two houfes; but the plot was happily difcovered oy means of a letter. Several were executed ; and among the reft, Guy Fawkes, who was to fet fire to the train. Catejby and Piercy, Sand- ing on their defence, were killed with one !hot. How were the affairs of Scotland condufted during this reign? A. With great order and tranquillity. The king’s autho- rity was fo thoroughly eftabliftied in that country, that he was able to introduce into it fome of the ceremonies of the church of England, though contrary to the fentiments of the greater part of the nation. 4>. Was king James engaged in any wars ? 
A. As he was naturally of a pacific difpofition, he ftudi- oufly avoided every thing that might involve him in quarrels with any of his neighbours; and it may be fafely affirmed, that, notwithftanding the blame thrown upon him on that account by feveral hiftorians, the fame conduct, which was agreeable to him, was in the higheft degree advantageous to his people. He gave, however, fome affiftance to the Dutch, and to Frederic, eledlor palatine, and king of Bo- hemia, his fon-in-law, when the emperor Ferdinand and the king of Spain were difpofieffing him of his dominions. He even came to a rupture with Spain a little before his death; but it was not attended with any important confequences. ^ What was king James'% ufual occupation ? A, The 
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A. The Andy of divinity, in which, it muft be owned, he made confiderable progrefs, and to which he was fo at- tached, that he feems to have preferred it to the cares of government. He called at Hampton-Court a conference of divines, in order to put an end to the difputes between the epifcopalians and the diffenters in his kingdoms; and he likewife wrote feveral pieces for the fame purpofe. Who were the king’s chief favourites ? A. Robert Car, earl of Somerfet, and George Villiers, duke of Buckingham. The former, having been convifted of be- ing concerned in the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, was condemned to lofe his head, but obtained a pardon. The fate of the latter will be feen in the next chapter. ^ Of what difeafe did king James die ? A. Of a tertian ague, in his palace at Theobalds, on the 27th of March, 1625, aged fifty-nine years, of which he had reigned twenty-two over England, and fifty-eight over Scot- land. £>. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of king James. A. In his llature he was of the middle fize, inclining to corpulency; his forehead was high, his beard fcanty, his addrefs aukward, and his appearance flovenly. He was poflefled of confiderable virtues; but no one of them pure, or free from the contagion of the neighbouring vices. His generofity bordered on profufion, his learning on pedantry, his pacific difpofition on pufillanimity, his wifdom on cun- ning, his friendlhip on light fancy and boyilh fondnefs. Had he any ilfue ? A. By his wife, Anne, daughter of Frederic II. king of Denmark, and of Sophia of Mecklenburgh, he had feven children, viz. Henry Frederic, prince of A'ales, who died in 161 z, and whom the Englijfh writers of that age reprefent as one of the moft accomplifhed princes in Europe; Robert, who died in his childhood; Charles, by whom he was fucceed- ed on the throne : Elizabeth, married, in 1613, to Frederic V. eleftor palatine, and afterwards king of from whom defcended the illuftrious family now on the throne j the princefs Sophia, mother of George I. being their ilfue ; Margaret, Mary, and Sophia, who died infants. 

Who-were the moft eminent writers of this and the preceding reign ? 
L A. Spencer, 
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jf. Spencer, Sidney, Donne, Shake/pear, Johnfon, Raleigh, Bacon, Fairfax, Harrington, and Cambden. King James himfelf was an author; he wrote the Bafilicon Doron; the true law of free monarchies; a treatife on witches and ap- paritions ; and a commentary on the Revelations, in which he proved the pope to be Antichrift. <£\ Was the reign of king James diftinguilhed by any 

other remarkable events ? 
A. It was properly during this reign, that the firft Englijh colonies were planted in America; for queen Elizabeth had done little more than give a name to the continent of Virginia. It was likewife during the fame period, that Sir 

Hugh Middleton made the new river. Did any thing memorable happen in the other king- doms of Europe during this reign ? A. In 1610, Henry IV. of France was ftabbed by an en* thufiailic madman, named Ravaillac. 

CHAP, 



625 Charles I. 2*9 

CHAP. XLIII. 
Charles I. XLIVth King of England. 

And Second of Great-Britain : 
From 1625 to 1640. 

Popes. 
Urbak VIII. 1623 Innocent X. 1644 

Emperors. Ferdinand II. 1619 Ferdinand III. 1637 
Kings of France. Lewis XIII. 1610 Lewis XIV. 1643 

King c/*Spain and Portugal; 
Philip IV. 1620 King of Portugal. 
John IV. 1640* Kings of Denmark. 
Christian IV. 1589 Frederic III. 164S Sovereigns of Sweden. Gustavus Adolphus, 

1611 Christina, 1635 
T X 7 H O fucceeded king James I ? VV A. His eldeft furyiving (bn, Charles \. who afcended the throne in 1625, being then twenty-five years 

What were the firft ads of his reign ? A. As his father left him engaged in a war with Spain, he fent, a few months after its accellion, a fleet to the coaft of that kingdom, in order to intercept the galleons j but it re- turned, in a little time, without being able to effed its purpofe. ^ Had he any other foreign wars to maintain ? A. He was induced, or rather, indeed, compelled, by the earneft importunity of the duke of Buckingham, who was novy become as great a favourite with Charlef, as he had been with James, to declare war againft France, in 1627. 
* At this period, the Portugucfc recovered the independency of their country, and placed the crown upon the head of John, duke of Bra- fso^a, known by the name of John IV. 

L Z Bucking. 
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'Buckingham concluded an armament to the relief of the pro- tellants, who were fhut up in Rochelle, and were clofely be- lieged by a French army ; but he failed in the enterprize. In the fucceeding year, the earl of Denbigh, the duke’s bro- ther-in-law, made a like attempt, and with the fame bad fuccefs. Buckingham was preparing for another expedition, , when he was llabbed at Portfmouth, on the 23d of Augujl, 1628, by one Felton, a lieutenant in the army; and though the fleet was carried over to Rochelle by the earl of Lindefey, who fucceeded Buckingham in the command, he was pre- vented, by a barricade, from entering the harbour; and . the town was obliged to furrender in his prefence. A peace was foon after concluded both with France and Spain. ^ What were the next meafures of the king ? A. He was now engaged in a violent conteft with the parliament, which proved fatal to himfelf, and to many of his fubje&s. What gave occafion to this conteft? A. Therifing fpiritof the age, which prompted the par- 1 liament to abridge the exorbitant prerogative of the crown; j and the fevere and inflexible temper of the king, which in- duced him, not only to fupport that prerogative, but even, \ as fame think, confxderably to extend it. What fteps did the parliament take, in order to effedl | their purpofe ? A. They obtained, or rather extorted from the king the ; petition of right; and though Charles was obliged to agree j to that meafure, he was fo difgufted with the neceflity im- j pofed on him, that he refolved to govern, at leaft for fame I time, without a parliament. Did the two parties immediately come to a rupture ?i; A. No: nor would they probably have foon done fo,,, had it not been for the difturbances in Scotland. Whence did thefe difturbances arife l A. From the attempt, which king Charles made, to per- feft the fcheme, which his father had formed for eftabliftiing , epifeopacy in Scotland. ^ What kind of church government prevailed in that „ kingdom ? A. The preflayterian; the general aflembly having folemn- ]y approved, in 1566, the difeipline of the church of Switzer- 
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land, as alfo an equality among the minifters of the church. Queen Mary, it is true, had publickly reftored thearchbilhop of St. Andrews, and fome other prelates : and king James had endeavoured to dlablilh the Scottijh church upon the fame footing with that of England-, but had not been able to ac- complifti his purpofe. In what manner did king Charles propofe to complete this projeftf A. He fent down to Edinburgh, in 1637, the canons and liturgy, with a view of having them introduced in the church of Scotland: but the dean of Edinburgh had no fooner be- gun to read the new fervice, than the people rofe in a tu- multuous manner, ftoned the bilhops, infulted the privy- council ; and being prefently joined by fome noblemen and gentlemen, who had fecretly encouraged the riot, they at laft fubfcribed that famous league, which they called the covenant. This covenant, befides a folemn renunciation of popery, contained a bond of union, by which the fub- fcribers obliged themfelves torefift all religious innovations. The general aflembly met foon after at Glafgmu, and formally abolilhed epifcopacy. What meafures did the king take for fupprefling thefe diforders ? A. He marched towards Scotland with an army of 20,000 foot, and 3000 horfe, attended by a fleet having 5000 land forces on board j but though equal, if not fuperior to the enemy in number of troops, he agreed to a peace, which was no lefs difhonourable to him than advantageous to them. i£. Was this peace lafting ? A No: the king having determined to prevent the abo- lition of epifcopacy in Sotland, which he plainly forefaw muft be the neceffary confequence of the treaty he had made, afiembled another army in 1640, in order to invade that kingdom ; but the Scots, who had expe&ed no lefs, were in arms before him, and entering England with fuperior forces, obliged him once more toconfent to a peace, which was figned the 7th of Auguft, 1641. 4?. How did thefe difturbances in Scotland promote the defigns of the EngUJh malecontents ? 
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A A parliament being aflembled in 1640, the members, encouraged by the near neighbourhood of the Scotch rebels, who ftill remained at Newcajile, compelled the king to de- clare them perpetual, or, at lead, that they fhould not be diflblved without their own confent. Having carried this important point, and rendered their authority co-ordinate with the king’s, they proceeded to redrefs every grievance, whether real or pretended, of which the nation at that time complained. They abolifhed the arbitrary courts of high-commillion and ftar-chamber ; deprived the king of the power of levying any taxes without the concurrence of parliament; attacked his molt favourite minifters and fer- vants; attainted archbifhop Laud, and the earl of Strafford, who were both executed; expelled the bilhops from their feats in the upper houfe; demanded the foie direction of the militia for a limited time ; and finding it impoflible to per- fuade the king to agree to this requeft, began openly to pre- pare for war. The king, on his part, feeing all hopes of accommodation loft, and that the fword alone muft decide the controverfy, embraced the fame refolution. What was the confequence of thefe hoflile difpofi- tions ? A. Several battles were fought, with various fuccefs, be- tween the king’s forces and thofe of the parliament, from the year 1642 to 1645. The king was viftorious at 2?ra- dockdoivn, Stratton, Rownd<vjay-dorwn, Cropredy-bridge, and Atherton-moor \ the parliament had the advantage at field, Gainjborough, Horn-Cajllc, lorrington, and the fecond battle of Nevjbury. The battles of Edgcbill and Latt/down, and the firft at Newbury, were drawn battles. But no deci- five adlion happened till the army commanded by prince Rupert, the king’s nephew, was routed at Marjlon-moor, by the earl of Mancbefter, the parliamentary general. The king himfelf was defeated at Na/eby, the 14th of June, 1645, by the lord Fairfax; and this prince, after making fome vain attempts to retrieve his affairs, and finding himfelf deftitute of all kind of refource, went over to the Stcocb army at Newark, the 5th of May, 1646. What reception did the Scots give him ? A. They Ihewed him all the exterior refpeft due to his dignity j but, at the fame time, put a guard upon him, un- 
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der colour of proteftion, and made him, in reality, a pri' foner. How long did he continue among them ? A. Till the 23d of January, 1647, when they delivered him up to the commiffioners of the parliament, who con- duced him to Holmby, where he was clofely confined. ^ What became ofhim afterwards ? A. He was feized by Joyce, a cornet of horfe, whom Cromwell had fent for thatpurpofe, and who conduded him to the army. Was this done by the confent of the parliament? A. On the contrary, they were furprized to the laft de- gree, and the rather as they were upon very bad terms with the army, which began to arrogate to itfelf the whole fove- reign power. Of whom was the parliament compofed ? A. Of moderate royaljlfo, prelbyterians, and indepen- dents. What were the principles of thefe three parties ? A. The moderate royalifts were for reducing the prero- gative within proper bounds, but for preferving monarchy and epifcopacy : the prefbyterians were for preferving mo- narchy, but abolilhing epifcopacy : and the independents were for aboliihing both monarchy and epifcopacy, and dlablifhing a republic. ^ Which of thefe parties prevailed in the end ? A. The independents ; chiefly by the affiftance of the officers of the army, particularly of Cromwell, who was one of that party, or rather made ufe of this pretence, in order to accomplilh his ambitious proje&s. What fteps did he take for this purpofe ? A. He garbled the parliament, or, as it was then called, purged it, by expelling all the moderate royalifts and pref- byterians ; and having thus got a parliament entirely to his mind, he formed the bold 2nd criminal refolution of bring- ing his fovereign to a trial. ^ How was this trial conduCed ? A. The houfe of commons (if we muft fo call about fifty or fixty independents, for the houfe was now reduced to that fmall number) eftablilhed a pretended high court of juftice, in order to try the king, though contrary to the ad- 

L 4 vice 
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vice and opinion of the lords, who refufed to have any lhare in this fcandalous proceeding ; and they nominated, as judges, General Fairfax, Oliver Cromwell, Henry Ireton, Sir Hardrefs Waller, Colonel Harrifon, Philip Skippon, and others, amounting, in all, to 133 perfons; though no more than 70 ever attended. Bradjha-iv, a lawyer, was chofen prefident. Coke was appointed folicitor for the people of England. The court fat in Weftminjler-hall. Of what crimes was the king accufed ? A. The charge againft him was exprefled in thefe terms : that he, Charles Stuart, being admitted king of Eng'and, and intrufted with a limited power, yet never- thelefs, ou: of a wicked defign to ereft an unlimited and tyrannical government, had traiteroufly and malicioufly le- vied war againft the prefent parliament, and the people whom they reprefented ; and was therefore impeached as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable enemy to the commonwealth. The charge being read, the prefident direfted his difcourfe to the king, and told him, that the court expefted his anfwer. Did he comply with their requeft ? A. No: he refufed to acknowledge the authority of the court, and of thofe who compofed it. He faid, that he could perceive no appearance of the upper houle, fo efien- tial a member of the conftitution ; that the houfe of com- mons was no court of juftice; and that even the commons, whofe authority was pretended, were fubdued by lawlefs force, and bereaved of their liberty; that he himfelf was their native hereditary king; nor was the whole authority of the ftate, though free and united, intitled to try him, who derived his dignity from the fupreme majefty of hea- ven. The court, however, over-ruled his cbje&ions, and, after having obliged him to appear before them four feveral times, at each of which he refufed to plead, they at lalt pronounced fentence againft him the 27 th of January, 1649. He feemed very anxious, at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two houfes; and it was generally fup- pofed, that he intended to have refigned his crown in favour of his fon, prince Charles. Did nobody interpofe in his behalf ? 

A. 
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A. Yes; the French, the Dutch, the Scots, the queen, and the prince of Wales, exerted their utmoft efforts in order to fave his life; but all their endeavours proved ineffeftual. The king was beheaded the 3: th of January, on a fcaffold raifed in the ftreet, near the windows of the banqueting- houfe, Whitehall. He underwent his fate with great con- ftancy and refolution, and without difcovering the lead fymptom either of fear or furprize. His body was em- balmed; and, after having been expofed publickly during fome days, in one of the apartments of Whitehall, it was carried to Windjcr, and interred there in St. George's cha- pel. In a few days after the king’s death, his ftatue in the Royal Exchange was thrown down ; and on the pedef- tal tbefe words were infcribed : Exit tyrannus, regum uhi- mus; • the tyrant is gone, the laft of kings.* What is the charafler of king Charles ? A. Lord Clarendon, who knew him well, and was an excellent judge, fays, “ that he was the worthieft gentle- “ man, the heft mafter, the bell friend, the beft hulband, “ the bell father, and the beft chriftian of the age in which “ he livedand this character, indeed, he appears to have deferved. It mull be owned, however, that he had been bred up in too high notions of the prerogative; fuffered himfelfto be guided by weak and worthlefs minifters ; and paid too great deference to the opinion of his confort, who was bigottedly attached to the catholic religion : and hence feem to have proceeded all thefe inftances ofmifgovernmenr, which involved him in fo many calamities during his life, and at laft brought him to an untimely end. ^ Had king Charles any children ? A. Yes; by his queen, Henrietta, daughter of Henry IV. of France, he had four fons, and five daughters, namely, Charles-James, who died in the cradle; Charles, prince off Wales, by whom he was fucceeded ; James, duke of York ; Henry, duke of Gloucejler, who died after the reftoration ; Mary, who efpoufed William of NauJJau, prince of Orange, father to king William III. Elizabeth, confined by the par- liament in Carijbrook-Cajlle, where Ihe died ; Anne and Ca- tharine, who died in their infancy ; and Henrietta Maria, who was carried in her infancy, by the dutchefs of Dalkeith, into France, where ihe married Philip, duke of Anjou and 

L 5 Orleans, 



226 History 0/ENGLAND. 1649 
Orleans, brother to Levs is XIV. This lady died in 1670. ^ Did any other remarkable events happen in this reign ? J. In 1635, there was prefented to the king, one Wil- liam Parr, who enjoyed a perfett Hate of health, though 152 years of age, being born the laft year of Edward IV. In 1641, the catholics \n Ireland broke out into a furious 
rebellion, and maffacred about 40,000 Englijb. 

CHAP. XLIV. 
INTER-REGNUM, 

"The Commonwealth of England. 
From 1649 to 1653. 

Kings «/Portugal. Popes. Innocent X. 1044 Alexander VII. 1655 Emperors. 
Ferdinand III. 1637 Leopold 1658 King of France. Lewis XIV. 1643 King of Spain. 
Philip IV, 1620 

John IV. Alonso VI. 
1640 1656 

King of Denmark. 
Frederick III. 1648 

Sovereigns of Sweden. 
Christina 1633 Charles X. 1655 

meafures did the parliament take after 
W the tragical death of king Charles I ? A. They ilTued a proclamation, declaring it high treafon for any one to acknowledge Charles Stuart, eldeft fon of the late king, as fovereign of England. And they even pafled an a£l, abolilhing the kingly power, as ufelefs, burdenfome, and dangerous. What kind of government did they eftablifh ? 

A. The houfe of commons (for fo we muft henceforth term a fmall and ineonfiderable part of that affembly) abo- lifhed the houfe of lords, and decreed, that the flate fhould, 
for the future, be governed by the reprefentatives of the p cople4 
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people, fitting in parliament, under the form of a common- wealth. On their feal, which they called the Great-Seal of England, was this infcription, In the fir ft year of Freedom, hy God’s lleffing refisred, 1648. They named a council of ftate, confifting of thirty-eight perfons, to whom all add relies were made, who gave orders to all generals and admirals, who executed the laws, and who digefted all bulinefs be- fore it was introduced into parliament. Did all parts of the Britijh dominions fubmit quietly to their government l No : the Scots and the Irijh recognized Charles II. as their king, and refolved to fupport his caufe by force of arms. ^ What fteps did they take for that purpofe ? A. The Irijh, headed by the marquis of Ormond, re- duced feveral places belonging to the parliament; and even threatened Dublin with a fiege : but Jones, the governor of that city, having received a reinforcement of four 
thoufand men, attacked Ormond on the fecond of Auguft% 1649, and gave him a total defeat. ^ What was the confequence of this overthrow ? A. Oliver Cromwell, who had lately been eledted lieute*- nant of Ireland, arrived at Dublin with an army of twelve thoufand men, and falling upon the royalifts with irrcfiftible fury, he routed them in feveral engagements ; took'Fredab, Wexford, Kelkenny, and other places, where he put the garri- fons to the fword ; and proceeded in his conquells with fuels incredible rapidity, that in the fpace of nine months he al- moft intirely fubdued the illand. Above forty thoufand 
If Jh are faid to have abandoned their country, and gone into foreign fervices. 

What where the Scots doing in the mean time ? A. They recalled Charles II, who, fince his father's death, had refided for the moft part ia France or in Hol- land ; and they inftantly put him at the head of a conft- derable army. ^ What fuccefs did he meet with ? A. Oliver Cromwell, who had returned from Ireland, and alfumed the command of the parliamentory forces, in the room of general Fairfax, marched fuddenly into Scotland with 16,000 men, and attacking the royaliils at 
Dunbar, on the third of September, 16.^0, he put them to 
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a total rout. He then took po/Teflion of Leith and Edin- burgh. 

Q. Did not this defeat ruin king Charles’s affairs ? 4. No: he was folemnly crowned at Scone the firft of January, 1651 ; foon after which he affembled an army of 14,000 men, and encamped at Tcrwcod, in the neighbour- hood of Sterling. £>. Was he able to maintain his ground ? A. Cromwell marched againft him, and endeavoured to bring him to a battle; but finding it impoffible to draw him from his intrenchments, he paired the Forth, and cut off the king’s communication with the northern coun- tries. How did Charles extricate herfelf from his prefent difficulty ? A. Seeing the way open into England, he entered that country, and advanced as far as Worcejler, where he was honourably received. Was not this an overfight in Cromwell? A. Yes : but he quickly repaired it by his vigilance and 
aftivity. He followed the king with ha!ly marches, and being continually reinforced by the militia of the coun- ties through which he palfed, he fell upon Worcejler, the third of September, 1651, with an army of 40,000 men, and, after meeting with a faint refinance,, made himfelf mafter of the place. The whole Scotch army were either killed or taken prifoners. The king was obliged to feek his fafety by flight. <£. What became of him afterwards ? A. He drefled himfelf in the habit of a peafant; and in this difguife, travelled through feveral parts of the king- dom, being frequently in danger of being feized by his enemies, efpecially as a price was fet upon his head. The better to elude the refearches of his purfuers, he pafled a whole day on a tufted oak at Bofcobelm Staffordjhire, thence called The Royal Oak ; where he faw pafs under him fome perfons on horfeback, who exprefled, in his hearing, their earneft wifhes that he might fall into their hands. At laft, after a concealment of forty-one days, he embarked in a vefiel at Shoreham in Sujfex, and landed fafely at Fefcamp in Normandy, the twenty-fecond of QHoler, 1651. No lefs 
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than forty men and women had at different times been privy to his efcape. Was the commonwealth of England engaged in any foreign wars ? A. Yes, with Holland-, and feveral furious battles were fought with various fuccefs between the fleets of the two nations, in 1652 and 1653. One battle, in particular, lafted three whole days. The principal commanders on the fide of England were Blake, Monk, and Ayfcue ; on that of Holland, Tromp and De Ruyter. £>. How long did the commonwealth continue ? A. Till the fpring of 1653, when the commons en- deavouring to difband fome of the forces, Cromwell, who was at the head of the army, and knew that his authority depended folely on that fupport, fuddenly diflblved the parliament on the twentieth day of April. To gratify the nation, however, with the appearance of a parliament, he appointed 144 perfons (known by the names of Barebone’s parliament) to meet at Wefiminfler, and manage the affairs of government. But thefe being chofen from the very dregs of the populace, foon found themfelves expofed to the derifion of the public : they therefore refigned their power into the hands of Cromwell, who caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Proteftor of the kingdoms of England, Scot- land, and Ireland, the 16th of December, 1653. 

Oliver Cromwell, Protefior. 
From 1653 to 1658. 

" \yI : THOSE fon was Oliver Cromwell? A. Of Mr. Robert Cromwell, a gentleman of good family and fortune in the county of Huntington ; and of Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of Sir Richard Stuar t, of the JJle of Ely, remotely allied, as is by fome fuppofed, to the royal family. With regard to the ftory of his being de- fcended from Cromwell, earl of Effex, in the reign of king Henry VIII. it feems not to be fupported by any good au- thority. 
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^ Pray give fome farther account of Cromwell. A. In his youth he had led a very diflblute and licentious life ; and confumed in gaming, drinking, debauchery, and country riots, a confiderable part of his patrimony. About the age of twenty, however, he fuddenly reformed, en- tered into the married ftate, affefted a grave and compofed1 

behaviour, and became a mod zealous and rigid puritan. Being chofen a member of the long parliament, he was one of the moft violent of the country-party, and ftrenu- oufly promoted every thing that could tend to widen the breach between the king and the people. When the civil wars began, he raifed a troop of horfe, which he afterwards augmented to a regiment; and he firft introduced that difT cipline, and infpired that fpirit, which rendered the parlia- mentary armies in the end viftorious. In all the great bat- tles, which were fought during the courfe of the civil wars, he had a principal and diftinguilhed lhare. Endowed alike with courage and prudence, and poffefled at the fame time of the moft confummate hypocrify, he rofe, by his merit, no lefs than, by his cunning, to be the firft in the army; and, foot) after, to be the firft in the ftate. Were not the people enraged at Cromwell’s ufurpa- tion ? A. Not fo much as might have been expe&ed. Their hatred againft the Long, or, as it v/as now called, by way of derifion, the Rump Parliament, was fo great, that they were willing to fubmit to any other kind of government. How did Cromwell behave in his high ftation ? A. With as much equity, and even lenity, as could be expefted from one in fuch delicate circumftances. He was obliged, however, for his own fafety, and for the fake of preferving the public tranquillity, to make fome examples ; and he put to death Gerard and Vowel, who had confpired againft his perfon. Fie likewife condemned force other royalifts, who had formed a defign to overturn his au- thority. !%. Was Cromwell's prote&orlhip acknowledged by the Other ftates of Europe ? A. The Dutch, the French, and the Spaniardi feemed to vie with each other in courting his alliance. 
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Did he accept their proffers of friendfliip f A. He concluded a peace with the Dutch, which was ligned at London the 15th of April, 1654; though not be- fore he had compelled that people to come under an obli- gation to banilh all the enemies of the Englijh common- wealth ; to punilh thofe who had been concerned in the maffacre of Amboyna; to yield the honour of the flag to England-, to pay 85,000/. as an indemnification for the Ioffes which the Englijh Eajl-India company had fuftained ; and to deliver to that company the ifland of Polarone, in the Eajl-Indies. Q Did he aft in the fame manner towards France ? A. Yes: he concluded a peace with that nation, which was proclaimed at/.Won the 23d of Oflober, 1655; and the French were glad to agree to this treaty, without ob- taining the lead reparation for the infult they had received from the Englijh commonwealth, who, in 165 2, had in- tercepted the French fuccours that were failing to Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the Spaniards, and which, for want of that fupply, fell into the hands of the enemy. How did Cromwell behave towards Spain ? A. In a lefs friendly manner, notwithftanding the mani- 

fcft partiality, which that court had difcovered in favour of the Englijh parliament. But Cromwell hated the Spaniards on account of their bigotted attachment to the catholic re- ligion : he was acquainted too with the extenfive domini- ons, and yet extreme weaknefs of that great monarchy; and he was defirous, if poflible, to make fome important conqueft, which might tranfmit his name with honour to poflerity. With this view he fitted out an armament in 1654, and fent it, under Pen and Venables, to make a defcent upon the ifland of Hifpaniola. The attempt mifcarried ; but the commanders, in their return, attacked and took it the 16th of May 1655. Some time after, Blake and Montague made prize, near Cadioo, of two Spanijh galleons, valued at two millions of pieces of eight; and funk five others. Blake likewife burnt fixteen galleons in the bay of Santa Crux, in the Canaries ; but this admiral died in his re- turn to England, and juft when he was within fight of land; and Cromwell, who had a great regard for him, honoured him with a pompous funeral at the public expence, and 
3 caufed 
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caufed his remains to be depofited in Henry the Vllth’s chapel, in Wejlminfter-Abbey. Did Cromwell obtain any other advantages over the Spaniards ? A. He aflifted the French in their war againft that nation ; and when the confederate army took Mardyke and Dunkirk 
in 1658, both thefe places were put into his hands. ^ Did he give any other proof of his vigour and refo* lution ? A. In 1694, Don Pantaleon Sa, brother to the Portuguefe ambaffador, and joined with him in the fame commiflion, affaflinated a gentleman upon the Royal Exchange, and took refuge in his brother’s houfe. The populace furrounded the houfe, and threatened to fet it on fire. Cromwell' lent a guard, who feized the criminal. He was inftantly brought to trial; and, notwithftanding the remonftrances of the am- baflador, who pleaded the privileges of his office, Don Pantaleon was executed on Rower-hill. The Portuguefe complained loudly of this violation of the laws of nations; but as they were in no condition to revenge the injury, they agreed foon after to a treaty of peace and alliance. How many parliaments did Cromwell aflemble ? 

A. Two, befides Barebone's j and though the firft of thefe was fomewhat refradtory, he yet obliged the fecond, partly by force, and partly by artifice, to confirm his pro- tettorlhip, and even to make him a tender of the crown. This offer, however, he thought it moft prudent to rejedf. Of what difeafe did Cromwell die i 
A. Of a tertian ague, \!t\t oi September, 1658, being then in the fifty-ninth year of his age. His body was in- terred with regal pomp in Henry the Vllth’s chapel, in Weftminfter- Abbey ; though fome think it was either funk in the Thames, or buried in Nafeby-Field. A little before his death he named his fon Richard his fucceflbr. Q What is the charadter of Cromwell ? A. Cardinal Mazarine was wont to call him a fortunate madman : father Orleans b\\e$ him a judicious villain : lord Clarendon, a brave wicked man : and Gregorio Lets fays, that he was a tyrant without vices, and a prince without virtues. His courage, indeed, and his condudt as a foldier, were unqueftionable jjbut his abilities, as a ftatefman, were 
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by no means proportionable : for, after he had, by his cunning and capacity, obtained the fupreme power, he feems ftill to have been at a lofs what kind of government to eftablilh. He continued, it is true, till the day of his death, to aft only as proteftor ; but the extent of his au- thority was never precifely determined ; and it is generally allowed, that, had it not been for the well-grounded appre- henfion of being oppofed by the army, he would willingly have accepted the title of king. 4>. Had he any children ? J. By his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir James Bouchier, he had two fons, and four daughters, -viz. Richard, who fucceeded him in the proteftorihip ; Henry, who, at the time of his father’s death, was lord-lieutenant of Ireland-, Bridget, married firft to Henry Ireton, and afterwards to lieutenant-general Fleetwood-, Elizabeth, his favourite, mar- ried to Mr. Claypole; Mary, efpoufed to the lord vifeount Falconbridge; and Frances, matched firft with Mr. Rich, grandfon and heir of the earl of Warwick, and afterwards with Sir John Ruffel. 

Richard Cromwell, Second 
ProteRor. 

WJ H O fucceeded Oliver in the proteftorfhip ? W A. Richard, his eldeft fon, who was proclaimed without oppofition, the 4th of September, 1658, the day immediately following his father’s death. What were the firft afts of his government. A. He fummoned a parliament, which met at Wejlminjler the 27th of January, 1659; and which, after confirming his authority, were proceeding to other matters, when their deliberations were fuddenly interrupted by the cabals of the army. Whence arofe thofe cabals ? A. Richard had unwarily given his confent to the calling a council of officers. Thefe were no fooner affembled, than they prefented a petition to him, requefting the power of chufing their own general. The parliament, alarmed at 
this demand, voted, that there fhould be no council of 

officers 
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officers daring its fitting. This vote brought matters im- mediately to a rupture. The officers haftened to Richard^ and compelled him to diflblve the parliament; and by the fame aft, the proteftor was by every one confidered as effec- tually depofed. Soon after, he figned his depofition in form. He only defired that his debts fhould be paid by the public; but even this favour he could not obtain. His brother Henry was at that time governor of Ireland; and as he was extremely beloved, both by the army and peo- ple, he rriight have made (had he pleafed) confiderable re- finance ; but being naturally of a moderate temper, and being likewife threatened by Waller, Jones, and other Officers, he very quietly refigned his command. Both of them remained fafe after the reftoration. Richard, how- ever, thought proper to travel for a few years ; and re- turning to England, he continued to live in privacy and retirement, till the latter end of queen Jnne’s reign, when he died. What followed upon the depofition of Richard? A. The council of officers, headed by Fleetwood, a weak man, and Lambert, an ambitious one, feized upon the government ; and after a fhort anarchy, reftored the Long 
or i?«CT/>:Parliament,. which had been diffolyed by Oli-ver in 1653. ^ What courfe did this parliament purfue ? A. They were concerting meafures for fubjefting the military to the civil authority, when Fleetwood, Lambert, and other officers, fufpefting their defigns, expelled them the houfe the 13th of Odober; and appointed twenty-three perfons, whom they called a Committee of Safety, and to whom they pretended to entruft the foie adminillration of affairs, which, neverthelefs, they were determined to retain in their own hands. ^ How were thefe revolutions relilhed by the people ? A. Very ill ; particularly by the prelbyterians and royalifts, who compofed the bulk of the nation ; and who, in order to free themfelves from fuch a fucceffion of tyrants, entered into a defign of reftoring the king; and with this view, endeavoured to engage in their intereil, general Monk, who at that time commanded in Scotland, Did they fucceed in their endeavours i A, 
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A. Monk, it is probable, had already formed the fame defign ; but as he knew it could not be accomplilhed with- out obferving the moft profound fecrefy, he affe£ted to difregard the applications that were made td him. He would not even enter into a correfpondence with the king, or with any commiifioned by him, till affairs ffiould be brought into a more favourable fituation. How did he condutt his project ? A. He pretended to efpoufe the caufe of the expelled parliament; and in order to reftore them, as he faid, to their authority, he began his march immediately for Eng- land. The greateft part of the army followed his exam- ple : Lambtrt, who was the foul of the oppofite party, was thrown into the Tower : and thus the Rump Parlia- ment, being now freed from all kind of reftraint, aflembled once more, the 26th of December, 1659. Did Monk flop his-march upon receiving the new* of this frelh revolution ? A. No: he continued to advance, though ftill under the pretence of fupporting the authority of parliament. He knew that the people in general were/o enraged at the tyranny of the rump and the army, that the affembling of a free parliament, (which he was determined to effefl,). and the reftoring of the king, was one and the fame mea- fure. Accordingly, upon his arrival in London, he reftoredi to their feats all thofe members, who had been expelled the houfe in 1648, a little before the late king’s trial. Thefe being re admitted, appeared to be the majority ; and after giving orders for the aflembling of a free parliament on the 25 th of following, they immediately diflblved them- felves. This meafure had been previouily concerted with the general ? ^ What flep did Monk take next ? A. He fent a meflage to his majefly, who was then in Spain, exhorting him to retire into Holland, and to depute fome perfon to lay his propofals before the parliament. ^ Was not this fcheme like to have been overturned by an unforefeen accident? A. Yes : Lambert efcaped from the Tower, and began to aflemble forces; but he had been able to coiled, only four troops of horfe, when, being clofely purfued by colonel Ingoldjby, 
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IngoUJby, he was taken prifoner with very little diffi- culty. 4^ What followed after this ? A. The parliament aflembling on the day appointed, general Monk informed them, that Sir John Granville was arrived with a letter from his majefty. Sir John was in- troduced into the houfe : his majelty’s letter was read and approved : a prefent of 50,000 /. was conferred on the king; 10,000/. on the duke oiYork, 5000/ on the duke of Gloucejler: a deputation was fent to invite his majefty to return : and he was accordingly proclaimed king of Great- Britain, the 8th of May, 1660. 4^ Where was Charles at this time ? A. At Breda in Holland, whence he immediately de- parted ; and embarking at the Hague, on Wednejday the 23d of May, landed at Dover on Friday, accompanied by the dukes of York and Gloucejler, and great numbers of the nobility and gentry. On his landing, he was met by gene- ral Monk, whom he cordially embraced, honouring him with the appellation of father; and upon his arrival at Canterbury, he invefted him with the order of the Garter. On the 29th of May, which was his birth-day, he entered London, and proceeded to his palace at Whitehall, amidll fuch fhouts and acclamations of the people, that the king had reafon to fay, it mult furely have been his own fault, that he had not fooner taken poffeflion of the throne; fince he found every body fo zealous for promoting his happy reftoration. What eminent writers flouriftied during this period ? A. Milton, Waller, Covuley, Denham, Harrington, Hobbes, Clarendon, and Harvey, who fir ft difcovered the circulation of the blood. Did not a great many religious fefls fpring up in England about this time ? A. So many, that it would be almoft impoffible to enu- merate them. That of the Quakers was the moft remarka- ble. Its founder was pne George Fox, bom at Drayton, in Lancajhire, 111 1624. He was the fon of a weaver, and had been bound apprentice to a Ihoe-maker. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 
Charles II. XLVth King of England, 

And Third of Great-Britain : 
From 1660 to 1685. 

Popes. 
Alexander VII. 1655 Celestin IX. 1667 Clement X. 1670 Innocent XI. 1676 

Emperor. 
Leopold 1658 

King of France. 
Lewis XIV. 1643 

Kings of Spain. Philip IV. 1620 Charles II. 1665 Kings of Portugal. Alonso VI. 1656 Pedro II. 1683 Kings of Denmark. Frederic III. 1648 Christian V. 1670 King of Sweden. Charles XI. 1660 
^TX7HAT were the firft fteps king Charles took 

VV upon his afcending the throne ? A. After having fettled his miniftry, he palled an aft of indemnity, out of which forty-nine of the late king’s judges were excepted. Twenty-nine of thefe were condemned to death. Ten only were executed. The reft were reprieved, and difperfed into feveral prifons. The bodies of Cromwell, Ireton, Bradjhaw, and Pride, were taken out of their graves, hung up at Tyburn, and interred under the gallows. ^ What were the king’s next meafures ? A. He repealed all the laws which had been enafted againft a kingly government; rewarded thofe who had adhered to his intereft ; reftored the epifcopal clergy to their livings, of which Cromwell had deprived them, in or- der to bellow them upon the prelbyterians: and, in a word, replaced every thing upon the fame footing on which it itood before the commencement of the civil wars. Was Charles engaged in any foreign wars ? A. In 1664, he declared war againlt Holland, upon very 
frivolous pretences. The chief reafon alledged, was the taking 
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taking of two Englijb (hips by the Dutch, the Good-Hope and the Bonaventure; and even with regard to thefe, the Hollanders offered to make proper fatisfa&ion. ^ Was this war attended with any remarkable aftion ? A. Several naval battles were fought with great courage and obllinacy on both fides, and, at the fame time, with confiderable bloodfhed. In the firfl of thefe, which hap- pened the 3d oijune, 1665, the duke of York, who com- manded the Englijb fleet, obtained a complete vidtory over the Dutch, who were commanded by Obdam. During the heat of the engagement, Obdam’s fhip blew up, and him- felf perifhed in it. The Dutch loft nineteen other fhips with about 6000 men; and fome afhrm, that their whole fleet might have been deftroyed, had not orders been iflued to flacken fail, by Brounker, a gentleman of the duke’s bed- chamber, who pretended authority from his mafter. The duke difclaimed the orders; but Brounker was never fuffi- ciently punifhed for his rafhnefs. What was the iflue of the other battles ? A. One of them, which happened \njune, 1666, lafted four days, and the event was not decifive. The Etrglijh, com- manded by prince Rupert, and by Monk, now created duke of Albemarle, defeated the Dutch in the month of July fol- lowing. They even entered the road of Ulie, and burned 142 fhips, together with Brandaris, a large and populous village on the coaft. In revenge for this injury, the Dutch entered the Thames in 1667, failed up the Medway, and burned feveral fhips at Chatham. Both fides, however, were now equally weary of the war; and a peace was ac- cordingly concluded at Breda, on the loth of July of the fame year. What was the next foreign tranfaftion of Charles ? A. He concluded the famous treaty, called the Triple League or Alliance, between the Englijh, the Swedes, and the Dutch. It was flgned at the Hague, the 14th of Janu- ary, 166S. What was the intention of this alliance ? A. To check the ambition of Lewis XIV. king of France, who, under pretence of fupporting the rights of his wife, who was a daughter oiSpain, had invaded the Spanijh Ne- therlands, 
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tberlands, made himfelf matter of a great many places, and feemed plainly to afpire to univerfal monarchy. How long did Charles perfevere in this wife con- duft? A. ’Till 1670, when aftuated, partly by his own fickle temper, parity by the advice of his wicked minifters, he broke the triple league, and entered into an alliance with France. What was the fcope of this new alliance ? A. It was never certainly known ; but it is generally thought, that Charles engaged to aflilt Lewis in making a conqueft of Holland, and Lewis promifed to enable Charles to render himfelf abfolute in his own dominions. What fteps did they take in order to execute thefe projects > A. They both declared war againft Holland, in March, 1672; and their example wa- roon after followed by the elefior of Gologn, and the bilhop of Munjler; fo that the Dutch wtre fuddenly and un. - ' <’es attacked by four dif- ferent powers at once. 4J. How did they behave in this defperate extremity? A. They were at firlt thrown into the utmoft confterna- tion; but having foon recovered their native fpirit, they exerted themfelves with fo much vigour and activity, that they not only repelled all the attacks of their enemies, but at laft obliged them to agree to reafonable terms of peace. What were the principal events of this war ? A. Four great naval battles were fought, between the Dutch on the one hand, and the combined fleets of England and France on the other, between the years 1672 and 1674; but none of them were decifive. The Englijh were com- manded by the duke of York, prince Rupert, the earl of Sandwich, and Sir Edward Sprague % the Dutch, by de Ruy- ler and Tromp, fon of the.famous admiral of that name; and the French, by Marefchal d’Etrecs. Peace was con- cluded between England and 'Holland l.e 28th of February, 1674. Charles would willingly have continued the war longer; but finding, that the Commons, fafpicious of the defigns which Lewis and he had formed, would grant him no fupplies, he' was obliged, though with great re!u£lance, to put an end to hoftHities. 3. What 
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What were the operations of the war at land ? A. The king of France invaded the Dutch with a nume- rous army; and meeting with little or no oppolition, and being aflifted by the eledtor of Cologn and the bilhop of Munjier, he foon made himfelf mafter of all the united provinces, Holland and Zealand excepted: nor could even thefe be faved but by laying them under water. The Dutch, confounded at the progrefs of the enemy, were ftruck with fuch a pannic, that they had actually once enter- tained thoughts of abandoning their native country, and tranfporting themfelves and their effefts to their fettle- ments in the Eajl-Indies. At length, however, they af- fumed courage from defpair, and refolved to expend the laft drop of their blood, in defending againft their haughty and infulting foes the two provinces, which ftill remain- ed to them. The people rofe in arms; they difplaced their magiftrates, who then ruled the ftate; they mur- dered the De Wits, who were fuppofed to be attached to the French faction ; they invefted the prince of Orange with the office of ftadtholder ; and being foon afterjoined by the Spaniards and Imperialijls, they continued, for the fpace of fix fucceffive campaigns, to make fuch a fteady and vigorous refiftance againft. the whole power of the French monarchy, that Lewis, being deprived of all hopes of accompliffiing his ambitious proje&s, was glad to agree to a peace, without retaining any of the conquefts which he had made from the Dutch, except Grave and Maejlricht. He preferved, however, a good number of places which he had taken in the Spanijh Netherlands. The treaty was figned at Nitneguen, the 3c th of June, 1678. Did not the parliament exhort king Charles, towards the latter end of this war, to engage in an offenfive alli- ance with the Dutch, and to put a flop to the progrefs of the French arms ? So earneftly, that he at laft feemed to yield to their entreaties. The prince of Orange too, who came over to England, in order to efpoufe the princefs Mary, eldeft daughter of the duke of York, whom he married the 4th of November, 1677, exerted all his influence for the fame , purpofe ; and Charles was at length prevailed on to pro- tnife, that if Lewis flioUld refufe the conditions of peace, 2 which 
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which he offered him, he would inftantly declare war againlt that monarch, and compel him to accept of reafon- able term:. He even went fo far as to affemble a formi- dable fleet, and raife an army of 30,000 men ; but, after all thefe mighty boafts and preparations, he fuddenly changed his refolution; and the allies, finding they could have no dependance upon the promifes of Cbarlet, con- cluded a peace upon the beft terms they could obtain. How did Charles conduft the domeftic adminifira- tion of his kingdoms ? 4. In a very unpopular manner; being almoft conti- nually at variance with the parliament, particularly with the commons. What gave occafion to this mifunderftanding ? /I- The fufpicion they entertained of the king's defigns to render himfelf abfohite; and the danger they appre- hended from the fucceffion of the duke of York, who had declared himelf a Roman catholic. ^ What fteps did they take, in order to guard againfl: this danger ? J. The commons brought in a bill for excluding the duke of York from the throne ; and, after a long and vio- lent debate, it paffed by a great majority of voices; but being fent up to the lords for their concurrence, it was thrown out by a majority of thirty-three. ££. Whom did the commons propofe to appoint the king’s fucceffor on the throne ? 4. Some had in view the princefs of Orange ; but others had fixed their eyes upon ’James, duke oi Monmouth, a natural fon of the king, by one Lucy Walters, whom the partizans of that nobleman alledged had been married to his majelly. The king, however, thought proper to contradift this report, and to declare in full council, that he had never been married to Mrs. Walters. Was there not a popilh plot hatched in England during this reign ? yf. Yes; at leaft, if the depofitions of Oates, Bedloe, and others, may be credited. Thefe men declared, upon oath, in 1678, that a confpiracy was formed, by the Je- fuks, for affaflinating the king, fubverting the govern- M ment, 
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ment, extirpating the proteftant religion, and eftabliftiing popery : that Thomas Wbitebrcad, provincial of the Jefuits in England, was at the head of this confpiracy: and that the delign was fecretly favoured by the king of France, the duke of York, and feveral of the nobility and gentry. ^ What credit was given to this information ? A. The king paid no regard to it, and treated the plot itfelf as a mere fiftion ; but the parliament, having taken the matter into confideration, and farther examined the witneffes, refolved, that the evidence they had produced was well founded, and that a plot had aftually been formed. ^ What was the confequence of this refolution ? A. Whitelread, Fennvic, Ga-van, Turner, and Harcourt, all of them Jefuits, together with Coleman, the duke of York's fecretary, were tried, condemned, and executed. ^ What are the fentiments of different hiltorians with 
regard to this plot ? A. Some maintain it to be true in all its circumftances: others admit its truth only with regard to the defign of fubverting the government, and deltroying the proteftant religion ; but deny its reality with reipedt to the projedl of murdering the king : while a third fet reprefent it as falfe in every particular, and contrived on purpofe to dif- trefs the court, and render the duke of York odious. Was there not likewife a pfoteftant plot carried on in this reign ? A. Yes, in 1683. The principal confpirators feem on- ly to have propofed the excluding the duke of York from the throne, in cafe of his brother’s deceafe; but fome of the inferior fort, it is faid, had embraced more criminal and dangerous refolutions. They had, it is affirmed, laid a regular plan for murdering both the king and the 
duke, in their return from Neucmarket. This affaffination they intended to commit at a place called the Rye-houfe, near Hodfon in Hertfordjhire \ whence this confpiracy is commonly known by the name of the Rye-houfe plot. It is further added, that the king efcaped the danger merely by accident; and that the houfe, in which he lodged at Newmarket, happening to take fire, he returned to London fooner than was expefted j by which means the j confpi- 
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confpirators were difappointed. Whatever be in this, cer- tain it is, that feveral perfons were accufed of being con- cerned in this confpiracy, and were tried, condemned, and executed. Among thefe were lord RuJJel, one of the moft popular noblemen in the kingdom, and Algernon Sidney, the famous republican. The earl of EJfex too was committed to the 7"ewrr, where he was foon after found with his throat cut. The duke oSMonmouth likewife was impeached of the fame crime, and was fome time in dif- grace, but afterwards obtained a pardon. The earl of Shaftjbury fled to Holland, and there ended his days. Did you not fay, that king Charles was almoft con- tinually at variance with his parliaments? A. Yes; and this mifunderftanding rofe at length to fuch a pitch, that the king continued, during the latter part of his reign, to rule without parliaments: and being thus freed from the falutary reftraint of thefe national aflem- blies, he proceeded to invade, without fear or remorfe, the moft valuable privileges of his fubjefts. The city of London, and moll of the corporations in England, were deprived of their charters; and though thefe were after- wards reftored, yet was it upon fuch precarious conditi- ons, as left the liberties of the people entirely at the king’s mercy. ^ Was not Charles fufpe&ed of being fecretly attached to the catholic religion ? A. Yes; and not without reafon : for, though he made profeflion, during his whole life, of the proteftant faith, he yet died in the Romijh communion. What Heps did he take in favour of the Roman ca- tholics ? ^7. He publiihed, in 1672, a declaration for liberty of confcience, which was chiefly calculated for their benefit; but he was obliged, by the parliament, in 1673, to re- voke this indulgence. ^ What was the moll remarkable law enabled in this reign ? A. The a£l ^Haleas-Corpus (pafled in 1679) by which the fubjefl is fecured againft arbitrary imprifonment; one of -the moll important laws that ever was made fince the 
commencement of the Englijh monarchy ; and fo much the M 2 more 



244 H i sto r y 0/ENGLAND. 1685 
more valuable, as nothing of the like nature has place in any other government in the world. Did any thing memorable happen in the other parts <of the Briti/h dominions during this reign ? A. The rigour exercifed again!! the prefbyterians in Scot- land excited great difturbances in that kingdom. The pref- 
byterians rofe up in arms; they murdered Dr. Sharpe, arch- biiliop of St. Andrew-: and they even fought two battles with the king’s fcrees, one at Pent land-hifls, the other at Botb-ivelt bridge; in both which, however, they were ealily defeated. When-did king Charles die ? 

A. The 6th of QBober, 1685, in the fifty-fifth year of his-age, and the twenty-fifth of his reign. He was carried off by a fit refembling an apoplexy; and a fufpicion pre- vailed, that he had been poifoned by the Jefuits : but this, according to the mol! impartial hiftorians, was altogether groundlefs. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of Charles. A. He poffeffed a vigorous conllitution, a fine lhape, a manly -figrfre., a graceful air; and though his features were har!h, yet was his countenance, in the main, lively and agreeable. Frank, open, affable, and polite, he engaged the affedions of all who approached him. He was endued with a ready wit, a quick apprehenfion, and a folid judg- ment ; but this lal! quality he was prevented from exercifing to any ufeful purpofe, by his love of eafe and his love of pleafure, which feem to have been his ruling paffions. During his exile, he had applied himfelf to the fludy of feveral parts of mechanics, particularly the art of !hip- building, in which he had made confiderable proficiency. ^ Was he ever married l A. Yes; May zi, 1662, he efpoufed Catharine, daugh- ter of "John IV. king of Portugal. That princefs had, for her portion, two millions of crufades, or about 300,0001. fterling, together with two fortreffes, Tangiers in Africa, and Bombay in the Eaf Indies, Had Charles any children ? A. None by his queen; but feveral by his millreffes. Pray give an account of them. 
A. 
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A. By Mrs. Lucy Walters, he had "James Scot, afterwards created duke of Monmouth : by Elizabeth Killigrew, vifcoua- tefs Shannon, he had Charlotte- Jemitna-Maria, married to the earl of Yarmouth: by Mrs. Catherine Peg, he had Charles Fitz-Charles, commonly called Don Carlos, created earl cf Plymouth, married to the heirefs of. the duke of Leeds, and killed.at Tangiers in 1680 : by Barbara Villisrs, dutchefs of Cleveland, he had Charles Fitz-Roy, created duke of Southampton ; Henry Fitz-Roy, created duke of Grafton-, and George Fitz-Roy, duke of Ncrthumberlhnd Anne Fitz-Roy, married to the earl of Suffix -, Charlotte Fitz Roy, matched with the earl of Litchfield-, and Bar- bara, who became a nun ixPcntoife in Frame: by Louifa de Sfuerouaille, dutchefs of Portfmouth, he had Charles l.enox^ duke of Richmond: by Mrs. Eleanor Gvjyn, an aftrefs, he had Charles Beauchrk, duke of ft. Albans, and James Bea,> clerk, who died in his infancy : and by Mrs. Mary Davis, a lady of the fame profeflion, he had Mary Tudor, married to the earl of Dervjentvoattr. SL Was this reign diftinguilhed by no other remarkable events ? A. In 1661, the Royal Society was founded. In 166a, king Charles fold Dunkirk to the French for 400,000/. In 1665, London was vifited by a dreadful plague, which fwept away, in the fpace of a year, above too,coo of the inha- bitants. This was fucceeded, the year following, by a calamity, if poflible, Bill more terrible. A fire, breaking out at a baker’s houfe near the bridge, raged with fuch vio- lence, that, before it could be extinguifhed, it confirmed 400 ftreets, 89 churches, and 13,200 private houfes. The ruins comprehending 406 acres of ground, extended from the Tonxer along the river to the Temple-Church, and from the north-eaft gate as far as Holborn-Bridge. In 1671, one Blood, a dilhanded officer of the proteftor, formed a deiign of carrying off the crown and regalia from theTcoefr; and he had very near fucceeded. in the attempt. He had bound and wounded Edvoards, the keeper of the Jewel- office, and had got out of the Tower with his prey, when he was overtaken and fecured with fome of his afibciates. In 1683, king Charles received two ambafladors ; one from the emperor of F.ez.and Morocco, the other from the 

M 3 king 
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king of Bantam. This reign is likewife remarkable for the firil rife of the two famous parties, called Whigs and Tories. 

CHAP. XLYI. 
James II. XLVIth King of England, 

And Fourth of Great-Britain. 
From 1685 to 1688. 

Pope. 
Innocent XI. 1676 Emperor. 
Leopold 1653 King of France. Lewis XIV. 16)3 King of Spain. Charles II. 1665 

King of Portugal, 
Pedro II. 1683 

King of Denmark. 
Christian V. 1670 

King e/"Sweden. 
Charles XI. 1660 

^ T T T H O afcended the throne after Charles II ? y y A. His brother James, duke of York, who a (Turned the title of James II. I.e began his reign in 
1685, being then fifty-two years of age. i?. Did he fucceed with the unanimous confent of the nation ? A. Yes, at lead in appearance : the tories were his fall friends; and the whigs, who, in the preceding reign, had endeavoured to exclude him from the fucceflion to the 
throne, were become fo unpopular on account of the fhare they had in the Rye-beufe confpiracy, that they were able to make little or no oppofition. ^ What were the firft adls of his reign ? A. He aflembled the pi ivy-council, where, after be- llowing fome praifes on the memory of his predecefibr, he declared his firm refolution to maintain the eltablilhed go- vernment, both in church and ftate. ^ Did he adhere to this wife refolution? A. No : he ilfued a proclamation for levying the duties cf the cuftoms and excife, without the confent of parlia- ment ; 
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ment; though thefe duties had been voted only during the life of the late king. Did not the parliament refent this ftretch of autho- rity ? A. No : that aflembly meeting the 19th of May, granted king James an annual revenue of above 2,000,000/. fter- ling. The Scotch parliament too were no lefs liberal, in proportion to their abilities; for, befides annexing the duty of excife to the crown for ever, they voted an yearly fub- fidy of 260,000/. fterling. About this time 'Titus Oates, being tried for perjury in the affair of the popifh plot, was condemned to pay a fine of 2000 marks, to be whipped from Aldgate to Tyburn, to be imprifoned during life, and to be pilloried five times every year. He furvived, how- ever, till the reign of king William; when he received from that prince a penfion of four hundred pounds. Was not a rebellion raifed in the beginning of this reign ? A. 'James, duke of Monmouth, natural fon to the late king, returning from the Lo-iv-Countries, whither he had been banifhed, landed at Lime in Dorfetjbire the 11th of June 1685 ; and though he brought not with him above one hundred followers, he foon aflembled an army of fix thoufand men. What reafon did he alledge for this infurreftion ? A. He pretended that his mother had been married to Charles II. ; and, of confequence, that he himfelf was legi- timate. He was therefore come, he faid, to affert his right to the crown, and to prevent king James (whom he Itiled only duke of York) from fubverting the government, and extirpating the proteflant religion- What fuccefs did he meet with in this enterprize? A. He advanced firft to Taunton, and thence to Bridge- 'water, where he was folemnly proclaimed by the title of James II.; but being encountered by the king’s forces un- der the earl of Feverjham, he was defeated with the lofs of 1500 men. 

^ What became of him afterwards ? A. Being hotly purfued, he was difcovered', two days after the battle, lying in the bottom of a ditch, and covered with fern ; and having only fome raw peas in. his-pocket, M 4, whichi 
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which he had gathered in the fields to fuftain life. He was thence carried to the Tower, where he was committed to clofe cuftody, and beheaded the 15th of July 1685. Did no body aft in concert with Monmouth ? A. The earl of Argyll, who had been unjuftly condemned to death in the preceding reign, and had made his efcape into Holland, returned now from that country; and landing in Scotland, the 20th of May, endeavoured to perfuade the people to rife up in arms : but though he was able to col- left a few of his own vaflals, he was fuddenly deferted by them, and was foon after taken prifoner, and beheaded at Edinburgh, upon his former attainder. Did the death of thefe two noblemen fatisfy the ven- geance of the court ? A. No: the earl of Feverjham, immediately after the battle, hanged up above twenty prifoners without form or trial. But this cruelty was nothing in comparifon of what was exercifed by colonel Kirke, a foldier of fortune, who had long ferved at Tangier!, and contrafted, from his com- 
merce with the Moors, an inhumanity lefs known in European countries. This barbarian, at his firft entry into Bridgewater, hanged nineteen without the leaft inquiry in- to the merits of thtir cnufe. As if to make fport with, death, he ordered a certain number to be executed, while he and his company fhould drink to the king’s health, or to the queen’s, or to judge Jefferieds. Obferving their feet to {hake in the agonies of death, he cried, that he would give them mufick to their dancing; and he immediately commanded the drums to beat, and the trumpets to found. One execution was attended with fuch circumftances of treachery, as well as barbarity, as to merit a particular re- lation. A young maid pleaded for the life of her brother, and flung herfelf at Kirke's feet, armed with all the charms, which beauty.and innocence, bathed in tears, could beftow upon her. The tyrant was inflamed with defire, not foft- ened into'love or clemency : he promifed to grant her re- queft, provided that {he, in her turn, would be equally complaifant to him. The maid yielded to the condition ; but, after (he had palled the night with him, the wanton favage, next morning, fliew'ed her, from the window, her brother, the darling objeft, for whom flie had facrificed her virtue. 
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virtue, hanging on a gibbet, which he had (ecretly or- dered to be ereded for his execution. This (hocking and unexpe&ed fight had fuch an effed upon her, that (he was inftantly feized with a phrenfy, and never after recovered her fenfes. Was Kirke the only inflrument in thefe barbarities ?' A. No: he was fucceeded by the cruel chief-juftice Jefferies, who made a circuit through the weftern counties, and (hewed the people, that the rigours of the law might equal, if not exceed, the ravages of military tyranny. He caufed nineteen perfons to be executed at Dcrcbejler -, eighsy at Exetir; a great number at Taunton and Wells \ and, in a word, befides thofe butchered by the military commanders, 2-51 are computed to have fallen by the hand of juftice. The whole country was (trowed with the heads and limbs of traitors. Every village almoft beheld the dead carcafs of a wretched inhabitant. And the favage Jefferies beaded, that he had hanged more men than all the judges of Eng- land fince the time of William the Conqueror. ^ What were the mod remarkable of thefe executions ? A. Thofe of Mrs. Gaunt and lady Lijle, who were both put to death for harbouring rebels. Mrs. Gaunt was an anabaptid, noted for her beneficence. The perfon (he had concealed, hearing of a proclamation, .which offered an in- demnity and' rewards to thofe who difeovered criminal, was fo bafe as to betray his benefaftrefs, and to bear evi- dence againd her. He received a pardon for hrs treachery: (be was burned alive for her charity. Lady Lijle was wi- dow of the lord Lijle, one of the judges of king Charles I. Three times did the jury bring her \n Not guilty: they were as often fent back with menaces by Jefferies and at lad were compelled to give fentence againd her. She was a- bove eighty years of age, when (he fuffered. About the fame time alderman Cornijh, one of the (heriffs of London, was tried for being concerned in the Rye Hcufe confpiracy ; and, though the depofitions of the witnefies contained the mod glaring contradiftions, he was neverthelefs condemned, and executed as a traitor. ^ What was the great objett of James’s ambition ? Av To edablifti the popilh religion, and by that means to ereft a defpotic government. M 5 
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^ What were the firft fteps he took for this purpofe ? A. By the teft-aft, all perfons who enjoyed any place, whether civil or military, under the government, were obliged to conform to the eftablilhed religion. This was confidered as the grand barrier againft popery, and the chief fecurity of the conftitution. James defpenfed with this law in favour of his catholic fubje&s, feveral of whom he introduced into the army, and even into the privy- council. Did the parliament approve of this defpenfing power ? A. No: and for that reafon it was diiTolved. The king, however, prevailed upon the judges to give it as their opi- nion, that his majefty could difpenfe with the left, in cafes of neceflity, and that he alone was the proper judge of that neceffity. What were the next meafures which the king em- braced ? A. He iflued orders to the inferior clergy, forbidding them to preach upon controverted points of divinity ; but few of them paid any regard to this prohibition. Dr. Sharpe, in particular, reflor of St. Giles's, and afterwards archbilhop of York, expofed, in his fermons, with great force of reafoning, the errors of popery ; a conduft, which gave fo much offence to his majefty, that he fent pofitive inltrudtions to the bilhop of London, his diocefan, to fufpend 

the doflor. Did the bifhop obey thefe orders ? 
A. No : and for this refufal he was fummoned before the high court of ecciefiaftical commiffion (which had been abolilhed in the reign of king Charles I. and which James had again illegally ere&ed) and both the bilhop and doc- tor were fufpended from their office. Mr. JohnJlon too, a clergyman, having addreffed a writing to the army, was pilloried, whipt cruelly, and fentenced to pay a line of 500 marks. *£. Was Janies guilty of no other adts of violence ? A. He invaded the privileges of the two univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, particularly thofe of the former, into which he endeavoured to intrude feveral Roman catholics. .<?>. What Heps did he take next ? 
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-d. He iflaed a proclamation, in 1687, fufpending all the penal laws in ecclefiaftical affairs, and granting a gene- ral liberty of confcience to all his fubjetts; but, though this 

indulgence was feemingly calculated for the benefit of dif- fenters of every denomination,, yet was it well known, that: it was chiefly intended in favour of the papifts- 
How was this declaration received ? W. With great joy by all the difTenters, who thanked his- majefty in repeated addrefles for this mark of his goodnefs.. The members alone of the church of England were difla*- tisfied with it. What other proofs did the king give of his attache ment to the catholic faith ? A. He fent Roger Palmer, earl of Cajllemcin, to Rome, in* order to reconcile his three kingdoms to the Holy See; but the pope, who perceived that James's imprudence would! ruin the whole fcheme, gave the ambaflador a very col4l 

reception. Neverthelefs, he fent count Ferdinand Dada, as his nuncio, into England ; and though any communication! with the pope was, by the laws of the land,, declared, high- treafon, James pave, the nuncio a public audience at Windfor.. Four catholic bifhops were folemnly confecrated in. the king’s chapel, and lent out, under the title of vicars apo-- ilolical, to exercife the epifcopal fun&ion in their refpe&ive- diocefes. Even the monks began toappear at court; and' feme of them were fo infolent as to boaft, that, in a little- time, they hoped to walk in proceflion. through! the ca- pital. Did not V\ng James publifh a.focond declaration for liberty of confcience ? A. Yes; and he likewife ordered, that, immediately.’ after divine fervice, it Ihould be read by the clergy in all! the churches. Did the clergy obey this order ? A. No : they all refufed to comply ; about two hundred! excepted. Some of them went even farther : Sancroff archbifhop of Canterbury, Lloyd bifhop of St. Afaph, Ken of Rath and JVells, Turner of Ely, Lake of Chichejier, White of Peterborough, and Trelanxiny of Brijlol, prefented a petition- to the king, in which they affigned the reafons of their re- 
fufal. 
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^ Was the king fatisfied with their apoiogy ? A. On the contrary, he ordered them to be committed to the Tower, and to be tried in the court of King's-Bencb, for having compofed, as he pretended, and uttered a feditious libel. 

What was the ifliie of this trial ? A. The bifliops were acquitted to the inexpreflible joy of the whole nation. ^ What happened during this interval ? A. The queen was laid to be delivered of a prince the i oth of June, 1688 ; an event, which was as agreeable to the catholics, as it was alarming to the proteftants. The former hoped, that, as the young prince would be edu- cated in their religion, they Ihould be able to ella- blilh it, in fpite of all oppofition ; and the latter, being thus driven to defpair, began to call their eyes towards foreign afliftance. To whom did they apply ? A. To William, prince of Orange (grandfon of king Charles I.) who had married the princefs Mary, eldeft daughter of king James. The whigs and tories, the epif- copalians and diflenters; all parties concurred, except the catholics, in inviting him to England, in order to fecure their religion and laws. £K Did he accept their invitation ? A. Yes : and he immediately began to make prepara- tions for that purpofe ? What did king James do when he heard of thefe preparations ? A. He inftantly altered his conduit, and retraced all the meafures which had given fo much offence. He annulled the court of ecclefiaftical commiflion ; reftored the charter of London, and of all the corporations; removed the popifh magiftrates, and put proteftants in their place; took off the bifhop of London's fufpenfion ; re-inftated the expelled prefident and fellows of Magdalen-College, Oxford; and he even condefcended to carefs thofe bifhops, whom he had fb lately perfecuted and infulted. At the fame time, he aflem- bled his army, and colleited his fleet, which confifled of fixty fhips of war. The command of the former he in- truded to the earl of Fecverjhtvn ; that of the latter, to the 
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earl of Dartmouth. The king of France too offered to afliit him with a powerful navy, and an army of 30,000 men ; but this offer he rejefted by the advice of the earl of Sun- derland, who was either engaged in the prince of Orange’s intereft, or elfe thought that his mafter would not need any foreign aid. ^ Did thefe meafures induce the prince of Orange to abandon his enterprize ? v/. No : being determined, at all events, to execute his projeft, he fet fail from Helvoet-Sluice, the 19th of October, 1688, accompanied by the earls of Shre-wjbury and Maccles- field, the lords Mordaunt, Wiltjhire, and Paulet, admiral Herbert, marlhal Schomberg, Meffrs. Auuerquerque, Bentinck, and others; and attended by a fleet of near 500 veffels, having on board above 14,000 men. Had he a profperous voyage ? J. He had fcarce come out of port, when he was en- countered by a florm, which lhattered fome of his fliips, and drove the reft back into the harbour ; but this damage being foon repaired, he again put to fea on the ift of November ; and meeting with no oppofition (for the fame wind, which carried him through the ftraits of Dover, de- tained the Englijh fleet in the river) he landed his forces fafely at Torbay the 5 th of the fame month, the anniver- fary of the Gun-Powder-Treafon. What were the firft fteps he took after his landing ? A, He publilhed a declaration, in which, after enume- rating all the inftances of James's mifgovernment; fuch as his difpenfing with the laws ; his erefting a court of eccle- fiaftical commiflion; his filling all offices with catholics; his annulling the charter of London, and other corpora- tions ; in a word, his endeavouring to ufurp an arbitrary power, and extirpate the proteftant religion; he added, that he had come over to England, at the requeft of great numbers of the nobility and gentry of that kingdom, in order to redrefs thefe and the like grievances, and to have the rights of the fubjeft diftindtly afcertained in a free par- liament. How was this declaration received by the people ? A. With fo much joy, that they immediately began to 
form affociations for aflifting the prince in the execution of his 



254 History ^ENGLAND. 1688- 
his purpofe. Even the army was infetted with the fame fpirit. Several officers of dillindtion informed Fe-verjhatn, their general, that they could not, in confcience, fight a- gainft the prince of Orange. Nay fome of them deferted to him ; and carried with them a confiderable number of their troops. Lord Colcbejier,. fon to the earl of Ri-ven, was the firft who took this ftep ; and his example was foon after, followed by Lord Cornbury, fon to the earl of Clarendon, and by lord Churchill, the king’s chief favourite, and after- wards the immortal duke of Marlborough. ^ How did the king af\ in thefe alarming circumftances ? A. He repaired to his army, which then lay at Salijbury; but finding it was filled with fuch a fpirit of difcontent, that no dependance could be placed upon it, he fuddenly left it, and returned to London •, and,.during his journey thi- ther, he was deferted by the dukes of Ormar.d and Grafton and even by prince George of Denmark, his fon-in-law, and the princefs Anne, his own daughter; an event, which, affe&ed him to fuch a degree, that he cried out,, in the ex- tremity of his grief, “ God help me; my own children^ have forfaken me!” What meafures did the king take after his return to London ? A. He called a council of the few peers and prelates, who were then in that city ; .and, by their advice, iffiied writs- for fummoning a free parliament, which was appointed to meet on the 15th of January. At the fame time he dif- patched commiffioners to make propofals of accommodation , 
to the prince of Orange. How did the prince reliffi thefe propofals ? A. Very well; and made fuch offers in his turn, as the- king feemed willing to accept, when having confulted, as is fuppofed, with his popifh favourites, he was perfuaded by them to withdraw into France. The fame men alfo in- fpired the queen with fuch apprehenfions for her perfonal: fafety, that ffie fled into France with her fon, the prince of Wales; and was received at Verfailles by Levitt XIV. with, the ftrongeft marks of fym'pathy and regard. She extorted, however, before her departure, a pofitive promife from the. king, that he would immediately follow her. Did he keep his word? 
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A. He left London the 12th of December about four in the morning, attended by Sir Edward Hales, a new convert, and went on board of a ftiip, which waited for him at the mouth of the river; but having put in at Femer/ham for ballaft, he was feized by the populace, who, miftaking him for a prieft, ufed him very roughly, and even robbed him of his money and jewels; though, upon difcovering their error, they reftored the booty, and humbly aflted pardon for the rudenefs of their behaviour. What happened after this ? A. The earl of IVincbelfca, lord lieutenant of the county, arriving, advifed his majefty to return to London; and an invitation being fent him to the fame purpofe by the lords, who 'were at Whitehall, he fet out for the capital, which he entered the 16th of December; when the populace, moved by compaflion for his unhappy fate, and adluated by their own levity, received him with fuch fliouts and acclama- tions, as if he had been returning from a fignal vic- tory. What induced his majefty to abandon the kingdom ? A. He imagined, that his abfence would throw every thing into confufion, and would oblige his fubjefts to reftore him to his throne upon more favourable terms, than perhaps they might otherwife be inclined to grant him. The prince of Orange, however, entertained a very different opinion, and thought, that nothing would more contribute to the public fettlement than his majefty’s ab- fence ; and that if once he was gone, the people would never more think of him. He therefore ufed every expe- dient to intimidate the king, and to pufh him into that meafure, which, of himfelf, he feemed fufficiently difpofed to embrace. Q What means did he employ for that purpofe ? A. He ordered his forces to take poffeffion of Whitehall % and fent a meffage to his majefty, which was delivered at midnight, defiring him to leave London next morning, and retire to Ham-Houfe in the neighbourhood of Hampton. J^. Did the king comply with this order ? A. He defired leave to withdraw to Rochejler ; and the prince, perceiving that the ftratagem had taken effeft, xcadily gave his alfent. Meanwhile, the prince entered • London 
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London the 18th of December; and his arrival was celebrated with public rejoicings. 

i£. Did king James remain long at Rochejler ? A. No: for leaving his chamber privately the 23d of Decembery and being accompanied only by his natural fon, the duke of Berwick, and by Meffrs Sheldon and Abbadie, he rode to the fea-fide ; where embarking on board a frigate, he landed fafely at Ambleteufe in France, and repaired thence to St. Germains, where he was received by Lewis with the utmoft cordiality. How long did he furvive his abdication ? A. About thirteen years, during which he made two fruitlefs attempts for the recovery of his crown. He died at St. Germains the 16th of September, 1701, in the fixty- eighth year of his age. 
Defcribe the qualities of James II. A. His private deportment was as unexceptionable, as his public conduct was blameable. A kind huiband, a tender parent, an indulgent mailer, a generous benefactor, a fteady friend, and a dutiful fubjeCl; fuch was the character, with which the duke of York afcended the throne of England. But he had no fooner attained to that high dignity, than hte gave full fcope to his arbitrary principles, and continued, for the fpace of three years, to make fuch rude and violent attacks upon the religion and conftitution of his country, as totally deprived him of the afieClions of his people, and at lalt obliged him to abandon that crown, which he had been found from experience, fo unworthy to wear. Had James any children ? A. By his firft wife, Anne Hyde, daughter to Edward Hyde, earl of Clarendon, and lord high-chancellor of Eng- land, he had four fons, who died in their infancy ; and four daughters, two of whom only arrived at the age ot maturity, vise. Mary, born in 1662, and married in 1678, to William NaJJau, Prince of Orange, afterwards king William the Hid. and Anne, born in 1664, and married in 1683, to prince George of Denmark, fon to Frederic Ilf. king of Denmark, and Sophia Amelia of Lunenburgh. By his fecond wife, Maria Jofepha of Efts, filter to the duke of Modena, he had a fon, named Charles ; and another (James,.) called the prince of Wales, born the 10th of June, 1688. By the fame 
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fame lady, he had three daughters in England; and a fourth in France, born at St. Germains in 1692 ; but ihe died foon after her father. He had likewife four natural children ; three by Arabella Churchill, filler to the duke of Marlborough, and one by Catharine Sedgley, countefs of Dorchejler. 

INTER-REGNUM, 
From the i^th of December, 1688, to the \yb of February, 1689. 
4>. T T /■ H A T followed upon king fames's leaving the W kingdom ? A. The peers, as being pofleifed of hereditary jurif- diftion, refolved to aft as the guardians of the public. They accordingly prefented an addrefs to the prince of Orange, defiring him to fummon a convention by circular letters; to aflbme, in the mean time, the adminillration of the government ; and to concert meafures for the fecurity of Ireland, Did he comply with their requeft ? A. He feemed unwilling to aft upon an authority, which might be deemed fo imperfeft; and exprefled his defire of obtaining, if poflible, a more full declaration of the public COnfent. 

4J. What expedient was fallen upon for that purpofe ? A. All the members who had fat in the Houfe of Com- mons during any parliament of Charles the I Id. (the only parliaments whofe eleftion was regarded as free) were in- vited to meet; and to them were added the mayor, aider- men, and fifty of the common council of London, This was judged the mod proper reprefentative of the people* which could be fummoned during the prefent emergence. They unanimoufly voted the fame addrefs with the lords } and the prince, being thus fupported by all the legal au- thority which could then be obtained, wrote circular letters to the counties and corporations of England, defiring them to return members for a convention, which was appointed 
to meet the 22d of January. 
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^ What were the proceedings of this convention ? A. The commons, a few days after their meeting, paffed, by a great majority, the following memorable vote, “ That king James the lid. having endeavoured to fubvert the conftitution of the kingdom, by breaking the original contract between the king and people; and having, by the advice of Jefuits, and other wicked perfons, violated the fundamental laws, and withdrawn himfelf out of the kingdom, has abdicated the government, and that the throne is thereby vacant.” This vote they fent up to the lords for their concurrence. Did the lords agree to this vote ? A. Not ’till after a violent difpute, and a conference held with a committee of the commons; but, at laft, through the prevalence of the whig-party, the vote was palled,, though by a fmall majority. What further fteps did the convention take ? A. Several forms of government were propofed. Some infilled on a regent: others were defirous of bellowing the crown on the princefs of Orange folely, and that her huf- band Ihould reign in her right; but the prince declaring^ that, if either of thefe plans of fettlement were adopted, he would return to Holland, the convention thought proper to alter their refolution. The princefs alfo, who arrived ia London, the izthof February, wifely joined her in ter efts with thole of her hulband. Mention was made but once of the prince of Wales: fome lords moved to enquire into- his birth; but this propofal was prefently rejefted. AH parties, therefore, being fully agreed, the convention paf- fed a bill, by which they fettled the crown on the prince and princefs of Orange, the foie adminillration to remain in the prince : the princefs of Denmark to fucceed after the death of the prince and princefs of Orange-, her pofterity af- ter thofe of the princefs; but before thofe of the prince, by any other wife. Accordingly, the prince and princefs of Orange were proclaimed, the 13th of February, king and queen of Great-Britain, by the names of William III. and Mary II. and their coronation was performed the nth of April, 1689. Did the convention bellow the crown on the prince and princefs of Orange, without any conditions ? 
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A. No; they annexed to the fettlement a declaration of rights, where all the points, which had, of late years, been difputed between king and people, were finally deter- mined ; and the powers of royal prerogative were more nar- rowly circumfcribed, and more exaftly defined, than in any former period of the Englijb government. Pray give me the fubftance of this declaration of rights. A. ft imported, 1. That the king has no right to difpenfe with laws, or the execution of laws. 2. That all ecclefiailical commiflion courts are illegal. 3. That levying money for the ufe of the crown by prerogative, without grant of parliament, is not warranted by law. 4. That it is the right of the fubjedls to petition the king. 5. That a (landing army, in time of peace, unlefs by con- fent of parliament, is againft law. 6. That proteftantfub- jefts may have arms for their defence. 7. That the elec- tion of members of parliament ought to be free. 8. That freedom of debate in parliament ought to be allowed. 9* That exceffive bail ought not to be required, nor exceflive fines impofed, nor cruel punifiiments inflifted. 10. That jurors ought to be duly impanelled, and, upon trials for high-treafon, ought to be freeholders. 11. That all grants and promifes of fines and forfeitures, before conviftion, are illegal. 12. And that, for redrefs of grievances, frequent parliaments (hould be aflembled. ^ Who were the moft celebrated writers that flourifhed during the two laft reigns ? A. Wilkins, Wren, Wallis, eminent mathematicians; Hooke, an accurate obferver by microfcopes; Sydenham, the reftorer of true phyfick; Boyle, deeply (killed in natural philofophy ; and Ne-wton, one of the greateft geniufles that ever appeared in this or in any other age or nation. Dryden bore away the palm in poetry. Rochejler rendered himfelf famous for poignancy of fatire, and impurity of fentiment. Wycherley excelled in comedy; Otway in tragedy; the duke of Buckingham acquired great honour by his comedy, called the Rehearfal; the earls of Dorfet,Mulgrarve, and Rofcommon, wrote with eafe, but negligence. The marquis of Halifax difcovers a refined genius. Sir William Temple is an en- tertaining writer. Butler diftinguiftted himfelf by his poem, named 
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named Hudibras. The moft eminent divines were Jleet, Tillot/on, Tennifon, Patrick, Lloydy and Burnet. 

CHAP. XLVI. 
William III. and Mary II. making the. 

XLVir11 Sovereign of England. 
And Fifth of Great-Britain. 

From 1689 to 1702. 
Popes. Innocent XI. 1076 Alexander VIII. 1689 Innocent XII. 1^91 Clement XI. 1700 Emperor. Leopold 1658 King of France Lewis XIV. 1643 Kings a/Spain. Charles II. 1665 

Philip V» 1700 
King u/Portugal: 

Pedro II. 1683 
Kings of Denmark. 

Christian V. 1670 Frederic IV. 1699 
Kings «/'Sweden. 

Charles XI. 1660 Charles XII. 1697 
T T 7 H A T were the firll adls of king William and 
V V queen Mary's reign ? A. The king repairing to the houfe of peers, delivered a fpeech from the throne to both houfes, and converted the convention into a parliament; though thisilep was not taken without a violent oppofition from the tories. Did all parts of the Briti/l> dominions fubmit quietly to their majefties authority ? A. Several Scotti/h noblemen and gentlemen, to the number of eighty, who were at London, met together, and chufing duke Hamilton for their prefident, made a tender to king William of the government of Scotland. This refolu- tion was foon after confirmed by a convention, which met at Edinburgh, the 14th of March, and which fettled the crown 
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crown on king William and queen Mary, who were fo- lemnly proclaimed, the i ith of April. At the fame time the convention deputed three of their members to adminifter to their majelties the coronation-oath, which was accordingly done at Whitehall, the t ith of May, 1689. Were the people of Ireland equally fubmiflive ? A. No ; mod of them, headed by the earl of ‘Tyrconnel, adhered to the intereft of the late king. King William's party prevailed only in the northern counties, where they feized the towns of Kilmore, Coleraine, Innijkilling, London- ■deny, and fome other places Did not James come to the affiftance of his friends in Ireland ? A. He landed at Kinfale, on the 14th of March, and towards the latter end of the fame month, he entered Dublin in triumph. On the 20th day of April, he laid fiege to Londonderry ; but this place, of which Mr. Walker, a clergyman, was chofen governor, made fuch a brave and obftinate defence, that James was obliged to abandon the cnterprize with the lofs of 9000 men. The inhabitants of Innisjkilling too diltinguilhed themfelves greatly by their bravery. A, Did king William take no fteps towards fuccouring the proteilants in Ireland ? A. He fent the duke of Schomberg into that kingdom, with an army of j0,000 men. The duke arrived at Car- rick-fergus, on the 13th of Augujl, and took it after a def- perate fiege. King James marched againft him with a fu- perior army; but after having in vain endeavoured, during the whole fummer, to bring him to a battle, he returned to Dublin, in order to fpend the winter. How did he employ his time during that interval ? A. He prevailed on the Irijh parliament to pafs an aft of attainder againft fuch a number of proteftants as exceeded even the famous profcription at Rome, during the laft trium« virate. Was he able to maintain his footing in the kingdom ? A. No; king William, attended by prince George of Den- mark, the duke of Ormond, the earls of Oxford, Scarborough, and others, went over to Ireland, and arrived at Carrick- fergus, the 14 th of June, 1690. Having joined his forces 

4 to 
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to thofe of duke Schomberg, he advanced towards Dublin, with an army of 36,000 men, and 60 pieces of cannon. Was he allowed to proceed unmolefted? A. He was met by king James, at the pafs of the Boyne, with an army of nearly the fame force ; and both monarchs being equally eager for action, a battle was fought on the lit day of July, 1690. What was the iflue of this battle ? A. After an obftinate difpute, king William obtained a complete vi&ory, with the lofs of about 500 men. King James loft three times that number. Among thofe who pe- riled in this action was the brave duke of Schomberg, one of the moft renowned generals of the age. After the bat- tle, king James, inftead of rallying his broken forces, as he might ealily have done, retired to Dublin, where flaying but one day, he proceeded to Waterford, and thence fet fail for France. King William undertook the fiege of Limerick ; but meeting with a more vigorous refiftance than he ex- pefted, he abandoned the enterprize, and returned to Eng- land the 6th of September. Soon after Cor he, Kinfale, and other places, were reduced by the earl of Marlborough. What were the tranfaftions of the next campaign ? A. In 1691, the king of France fent a frefh body of troops into Ireland, which joining thofe of king James, compofed a confiderable army. The Englijh were com- manded by general Ginckle, an excellent officer: the French and Iri/h by M. St. Ruth, who was not much inferior. Several battles were fought, and all to the advantage of the Englijh', particularly that of Aghrim (July 12) in which M. St. Ruth was flain. Athlone was furprized by a moft daring ftratagem : Limerick furrendered upon very honoura- ble terms the 3d of Oilober, 1691 : and thus the reduc- tiofi of Ireland being happily completed, Ginckle returned to England, where he was honoured with the title of earl of Athlone. Twelve thoufand Irijh abandoned their native country, and entered into the fervice of France. Were king William and queen Mary engaged in any foreign wars ? A. The grand objefl of William's ambition was to hum- ble the pride of the French king, and prevent him from executing the fcheme he had formed to eftablifti an univer- fal 
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fal monarchy. With this view he entered into a confe- deracy with the emperor, the king of Spain, the Vniud Provinces, the duke of Savoy, the eledtor of Brandenburg, and moft of the princes of the empire ; and all thefe po- tentates, by common confent, declared war againft Lewis. King William'^ declaration was publilhed the yth of May, 1689. What were the principal events of this war ? A. Nothing remarkable happened during the two firil campaigns, except the reduction of Mans, which was taken by the French. In the month of January, 1691, king William went over to Holland, accompanied by the duke of “Ormond, the earls of Devonpire, Dorfet, Portland, Sec. and was received at the Hague amidft the Ihouts and acclama* tions of the people. What aftions did his majefty perform in Flanders? A. Having fettled the operations of the enfuing cam- paign, he returned to England on the 13th of April. In the month of May, however, he went back to Holland, and put himfelf at the head of the army; but after having in vain endeavoured, during the whole fummer, to bring the of Luxemburg, the French general, to a battle, he re- 
iigned the command of the forces to prince Waldec, and •fet fail for Ertgland. OK What were the tranfaflions of 1692 ? A. In the month of May, admiral Rujfel, aflifted by a Hutch fleet, obtained a complete viftory over a French fquadron in the neighbourhood of La Hogue, where the enemy loft one and twenty of their largelt ftiips, befides two frigates, and fome fmaller veflels. 

4^ What fuccefs had his majefty in Flanders ? A. Very indifferent: he was prevented, by the badnefs of the weather from coming to the relief of Namur, which was taken by the French king in perfon, after a vigorous fiege. He was likewife defeated in the battle of Steen- kirk, notwithftanding his own bravery, and that of all his officers and foldiers, who difputed the day with fo much obftinacy, that the French, though they kept the field, reaped little or no benefit from the viflory. Was king William more fuccefsful in the enfuing campaign ? 
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A. No: he had again the misfortune to be worded in the battle of Landen, which was fought on the 18th of 'July, 1693 ; though here, as in all his former overthrows, he rofe dill more terrible from his defeat; for, in a few days, he put his army upon fuch a refpe&able footing, that he was once more able to offer the enemy battle. The lofs of the French in this engagement was double of that of the allies King William exerted himfelf greatly upon this occadon, and was frequently expofed to the mod im- minent danger. His peruke, the fleeve of his coat, and the knot of his fcarf, were penetrated by three different mulket-bullets. Even the enemy bore feftimony to his valour. “ Had they fuch a king,” they faid, “ they would make themfelves maders of Chridendom.” The prince of Conti, in a letter to his princefs, declared, “ That he faw king William expofing himfelf to the greated dan- gers ; and that fuch valour richly deferved the peaceable poffedion of the crown which he wore.” The lofs of this battle, however, was followed by that of the town of Charleroy, which furrendered on the nth of Ode her. What were the mod memorable tranfaclions of the year1694 ? A, Nothing material happened, except the redu&ion of Huy, which the confederates took in the month of Septem- her. What paffed in 1695 ? A. On the 3d day of July, king William laid fiege to the city of Namur. This place was originally edeemed one of the dronged in Europe; and the French, ftnee they had be- come maders of it, had improved the fortifications to fuch 

a degree, that it was now confidered as abfolutely impreg- nable. Add to this, that marlhal Bouffiers, forefeeing king William's defign, had thrown himfelf into the town with fuch a powerful fuccour, as increafed the garrifon to 15,000 men. Notwithdanding all thefe difeouraging cir- cumdances, king William carried on his operations with fuch unremitting vigour, that the place furrendered on the of September. Wl&tfhdX Villeroy, at the head of tco,ooo 
men, attempted, to raife the fiege ; but king William had made fuch excellent difpofitions, that the enemy were afraid to attack him in his entrenchments. 

£ 
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Was this war diilinguifhed by any other remarkable events ? A. No: the two next fummers were chiefly fpent in negotiations; and at lail a treaty of peace was figned the 20th of September, 1697, at a place called Ryfwick, belong- ing to king William, fituated between the Hague and Delft in Holland. 
What were the conditions of this peace ? A. The principal articles of it, relating to king William, were, that he (hould recover pofleflion of the principality of Orange, and be acknowledged king of Great-Britain. £>. Were not feveral confpiracies formed againll king William ? A. Yes: the firft, which was headed by Sir famet Mont- gomery tin A others, was hatched in 1690, while the king was in Ireland. A French fleet appeared upon the coaft, in order to favour the mfurgents : but the plot was difcovered and defeated by the vigilance and adlivity of the queen, who governed the kingdom during her hulband’s abfence. Neverthelefs, the French fleet beat the combined fquadrons of England and Holland on the 30th of June of the fame year. Another confpiracy was carried on, in 1692, by the papifts of Lancajhire, who had infpired king James with fuch hopes of fuccefs, that that prince had a&ually come to La Hogue, in order to make a defcent upon England; but ad- mirai Ruffel having, as we have above obferved, defeated the French fleet, the whole defign was rendered abor- tive. Was not another confpiracy formed againft king William in 1692 ? A. Yes : Grandval, a captain of dragoons in the French fervice, undertook, at the inftigation of the court of Fer- failles, to aflaflinate king William in Flanders ; but the horrid plot was happily difcovered ; and Grandval being feized, and conviSed, was executed as a traitor at Eynden- boven, the 13th of Augujl. What was the fourth confpiracy formed againll king William? A. It was carried on during the years 1694, 1695, and 1696, and was of a more dangerous and alarming nature than any of the former. The defign of it was to af- N falfinate 
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faffinate king William, and reftore king James to the 
throne. What preparations were made for the execution of this plot ? A. Sir George Barclay engaged to affafiinate king Wil- liam ; having, it is faid, received a commiflion from king James for that purpofe: but as Barclay efcaped, it could never be proved, that any fuch commiifion had been granted. At the fame time, king James repaired to Calais, where an army of 20,000 men was affembled, in order to make a defcent upon England-, but when everything was ready for the intended invafion, the plot was difcovered by captain Fijber, Pendergras an Irijh officer, and La Rue a Frenchman. ^ What was the confequence of this difcovery ? A. King James, feeing the fcheme was defeated, re- turned to St. Germains, overwhelmed with defpair : the French forces were difperfed into the garrifons from which they had been draughted : feveral of the confpirators were apprehended in England; but all of them received a par- <loii, except Charnock, King, Keys, Sir John Friend, Sir Wil- liam Perkins, Rockxvfiod, Cranburn, Lonxick, and Sir John Fenwick, who were all executed. Who governed the kingdom during king William's abfence in Holland? A. The queen, and, after her death, a council of regency. When did the queen die ? A. She was carried off by the fmall-pox, on the 28th of December, 1694, in the thirty-third year of her age, and the lixth of her reign. What were the qualities of queen Mary. A. In her perfon Ihe was tall and well proportioned ; her lhape, while princefs of Orange, was eafy and genteel; her complexion a light-brown, with an oval vifage, lively eyes, agreeable features, a mild afpeft, and a majedic mien : her apprehenfion was quick, her memory retentive, and her judgment ftrong. She was zealouily attached to the pro- teftant religion, and fcrupuloufly exaft in all the duties of devotion. In a word, fhe was an affeftionate wife, a warm friend, an indulgent millref?, a gracious fovereign. 
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and one of the bed and mod accomplidied princefles that ever fat upon the Englijb throne. The king was fo deeply afflifted with her death, that, for feveral days after, he could neither fee company, nor attend to bufinefs. Did nothing elfe remarkable happen under the reign of king William ? A. That prince, forefeeing that the death of Charles II. king of Spain, who was in a very declining date of health, would involve Europe in frefh troubles, refolved, if podi- ble, to find out fome expedient for preventing thefe cala- mities. The competitors for tiitSpaniJh crown, upon the death of king Charles, were, the eleftoral prince of Bavaria, the archduke Charles, and the dauphin of France, who were, all of them, related to the royal family of Spain. King William would willingly, had it been in his power, have procured the whole Spanijh monarchy for the archduke Charles, upon whom, indeed, it had been fettled by the late king, Philip IV. but fenfible of the utter impoflibility of accomplifhing fuch a fcheme, he thought it mod ad- vifable to chufe the lead of two evils. With this view he entered into a negociation with the French miniders for making a partition of the Spanijh monarchy ; and, after feveral confultations, the adair was fettled in fuch a man- ner, that the eleftoral prince of Bavaria was to fuccecd to the crown of Spain, while the other two competitors were to obtain a confiderable part of its extenfive dominions. This treaty (which was called the partition-treaty) was figned the loth of Augujl, 1698. Did it take effeft ? A. No : the electoral prince dying in the mean time, a new partition-treaty was made, by which the archduke Charles was to inherit the crown of Spain, and the dauphin to receive a proper equivalent. Did the king of France adhere to this fecond treaty ? A. No : and it is natural to think, that he never had any Other intention in agreeing to it, than to amakkingWilliam and the United Provinces ; for he exerted his intered with fo much fuccefs at the court of Madrid, that, being aflided by cardinal Portocamro and others, he prevailed upon king Charles to make a will in favour of the duke of Anjou, fecond fon of the dauphin. 
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Did Leiuit accept of this will ? A. Yes: the death of the king of Spain, which hap- pened the ill of November, 1700, was no fooner known, than he fent his grandfon, the duke of Anjou, into that kingdom, and prepared to fupport his caul'e by force of arms. ^ What pretence did the Trench miniflers alledge for this grofs violation of the partition-treaty ? A. They faid, that the chief defign of that treaty was to maintain the peace of Europe ■, that that peace could not be 

fo well maintained by any other means as by the method which their fovereign had now adopted ; and that he had, therefore, only departed from the letter, that he might the better adhere to the fpirit of the treaty. Was king William fatisfied with this apology ? A. On the contrary, he was inflamed with the highell in- dignation. He thought it prudent, however, to conceal his refentment, until he Ihould be able to exprefs it in a more effettual manner. With this view, he formed, in 1701, a new alliance with Holland and the Empire ; and was pre- paring to chaftize the perfidy of Lewis XIV. and to fettle the ballance of power in Europe, when a fall from his horfe, near Hampton Court, threw him into a fever, which put a period to his life the 8th of March, 1702, in the fifty-fecond year of his age, and the fourteenth of his reign. j^. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of this monarch. A. King William was of a middle llature, a thin body and delicate conftitution, fubject to an afthma and conti- nual cough from his infancy. He had an aquiline nofe, fparkling eyes, a large forehead, and a grave and folemn afpedl. In courage, conduft, and magnanimity, he rivalled the moft eminent warriors of antiquity. He was religious, temperate, juft, and merciful, and poflefled of an uncom- mon equanimity of temper. But what feems chiefly to have diftinguilhed his charafter, and to have conftituted his ruling and predominant paflion, was a fincere regard to the natural rights and liberties of mankind. Animated by this godlike ardour, he bravely undertook, and fuccefsfully ac- complifhed, even in his moft tender years, the delivery of his native country, when it was not only thre^tned with immediate 
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immediate fubjeflion, but was almoft involved in utter ruin and deftrudlion. Prompted by the fame generous princi- ple, he refcued the inhabitants of this ifland from the dread- ful calamity of civil and religious flavery, to which, with- out his timely afliftance, they would, in all probability, have been finally reduced. Influenced by the like benevolent fpirit, he commenced the champion of the general liber- ties of Europe, which he not only preferved from impending ruin, but eftabliftied upon a firm and folid foundation. It mull be acknowledged, however, that, with all his good qualities, William was not free from foibles. He was na- turally incapable of bearing contradiftion, though by no means fond of flattery. His addrefs was cold, and his man- ner difgufting ; and, though liberal of money upon fome occafions, he poflefled not the virtue of true generofity. Was this reign diftinguiflied by no other remarkable events ? A. In 1689, the epifcopal religion was abolilhed in Scotland, and prefbytery eftablilhed. In 1692, Erneft Augujlus, duke of Hanover, anceftor of his prefent majefty, was created an eleftor of the empire. The year following the bank of England v/as eftablilhed. In 1694, a bill was palfed for triennial parliaments; and this continued in force till the acceflion of George I. when feptennial parliaments were reftored. In 1697, Peter the Great of Mufcowy, who had already vifited moll of the kingdoms of Europe, came over to England. An elegant houfe was fitted up for him in Wrftminjler; but he chofe rather to live among the failors in Wapping, as his chief intention was to learn the art of fhip-building. In 1700, the fucceflion of the crown was fettled upon the princefs Sophia, eledlrefs dowager of Hanover, and the proteftant heirs of her body. How did William conduft the domeftic adminiftra- tion of the kingdom ? A. With great prudence and fuccefs, notwithftanding the numerous mortifications he received from the alternate oppofition of the Whigs and Tories. The former, par- ticularly provoked him, at one time, to fuch a degree, that he had adlually formed a refolution to abandon the 
kingdom. 

n3 
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Did any thing memorable happen in the other ftates 

of Europe during this reign ? In 1700, Charles XII. of Sweden, though only nine- teen years of age, and at the head of no more than 8000 men, defeated, at Narva, the czar of Mu/covj, who com- manded an army 100,000 ftrong. 

CHAP. XLVII. 
Queen Anne, XLVIIIth Sovereign of England, 

And Sixth of Great-Britain : 

In whofe Reign the two Kingdoms were united* 
From 1702 to 1714. 

Pope. 
Clement XI. 1700 Emperors. Leopold 1658 Joseph 1705 Charles VI. 1711 Kmg of France. 
Lewis XIV. 1643 King of Spain. 
Philip V. 1700 

Kings of Portugal. 
Pedro II. 1683 John V. 17C6 

.&'»£ 0/Den mark. 
Frederic 

King ‘of Sweden. 
Charles XII. 1637 

H T7 HO fucceeded king William. III. ? ^ VV Anne Stuart, fecond daughter of James II. 
and the illullrious confort of George, prince of Denmark, to whom Ihe was married in 1683. She afeended the throne 
in 1702, being then thirty-eight years of age. «£. What were the firft ads of her reign ? 

A. Having fettled her miniftry, ftie called a privy-coun- cil, in order to deliberate whether Ihe fhould profecute the defign, which her predecefibr had formed, for humbling the 
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pride of the Bourbon family, and reftoring the ballance of power in Europe. O' What was this defign ? J. To compel the king of France to adhere to the fecond. partition-treaty, by which it. was ftipulated, that the.arch- duke Charles, fecond fon to the emperor Leopold, fhould in- herit the crown of Spain; and the dauphin Ihould receive, as his (hare of the lucceflion, the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, the iflands of St. Stephana, Porto Her cole, and other depending provinces of the Spanijh monarchy. Such was the purport of the grand alliance, which king William had concluded, in 1701, with the emperor and the ilates-gene- ral; and to which the kings of Prujfla and Portugal, the duke of Savoy, the elector of Hanover, and feveral other princes, afterwards acceded. What refolution did the privy-council come to ? J. They were unanimoufly of opinion, that the queen* fhould adhere to the grand alliance; but they differed with regard to the method fhe fhould do fo. Some propofed, that fhe fhould engage in the war only as an auxiliary ; others infilled, that, agreeable to king William's plan, fhe fhould epter in it as a principal. The former opinion was adopted by the Tories, who were headed by the earl of Rochefier, the queen’s maternal uncle : the latter was efpoufed by the Whigs, the chief of whom were the dukes of Devon/hire and Somerfet, the earls of Marlborough, Pembroke, and others. A violent difpute enfued, and many arguments were urged on both fides of the queflion; but at laft the Whigs, whofie opinion was more agreeable to the bulk of the nation, prevailed in the contefl: and accordingly war was pro- claimed againft France by the Englijh, the emperor, and the ftates-general on the 4th day of May, 1702. The duk# of Marlborough was declared captain-general of her ma- jefly’s forces both at home and abroad ; and the queen’s hufband, prince George of Denmark, was appointed lord- high-admiral of England and Ireland. Was this war fuccefsful ? J. More perhaps than any that is to be found either in ancient or modern flory. ^ What were the principal military tranfa&ions of 1702 i 
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A. The old duke of Zell, aflifted by his nephew, the eleflor of Brunfixick, difarmed the dukes of Wolfmbuttle and Saxe-Gotha, and compelled them to renounce their en- gagements with France, and accede to the terms of the grand alliance. Keyferfwaert was reduced by the imperial general. The French, who were commanded by marihal Bouff.trs, were difappointed, by the vigilance of the earl of Athlone, in the defign they had formed of furprifing Nime- guen ; and prince Lewis of Baden invefted Landau, and took it by affault. Such was the fituation of affairs when the earl of Marlborough arrived in Flanders, and affumed the command of the allied army ; and this he had no fooner done, than he ufed every expedient to bring the ememy to a battle; but finding it impoffible to fucceed in his en- deavours, he reduced Wertz., Vtnlo, Ruremonde, Steven- fwaert, Liege, and expelled the French intirely from the Spanijh Guelderland. tg. What were the naval tranfaftions of this year ? A. A refolution having been taken to execute a projeft, formed by king William, for ftorming the town of Cadiz, the combined fquadrons of England and Holland failed to- wards that place in the latter end of June, having on board an army of about 14,000 men. The army was commanded by the duke of Ormond; the fleet, by Sir George 

Roche. The troops were landed, and took port St. Mary ; but, whether it were owing to the mifcondudt of fome of the officers, who feemed more intent upon plunder than conqueft ; or to the mifunderftanding which arofe between the general and admiral, the attempt upon Cadiz unhap- pily proved abortive. Did this fleet perform no attion of importance ? A. Yes : the admiral being informed, that twenty-two Spanijh galleons, richly laden, under convoy of a French fquadron of thirty men of war, had taken fhelter at Vigo, he immediately failed thither; and forcing his way into the harbour, with great gallantry, the 12th of Ottober, in fpite of all the obftruftions, which the enemy had railed to prevent his entrance, he either took or deftroyed the whole navy, and returned to England with plunder to the value of above a million flerling. In the Wejl-lndies, the brave ad- 
miral Bembcvj, being treacheroufly deferted by his captains, main- 
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maintained, with his Angle /hip, for four days fucceflively, a defperate fight againft ten French men of war. ^ What happened in 1703 ? A. The duke of Marlboreugh (for he had now been ad- vanced to that title) opened the campaign in April, with the fiege of the important town of Bonne, which furrendered on the 14th of May. He then chaced the French, who were commanded by Boufflers and Vilkroy, within the lines of Brabant; and having reduced the town and caftle of Huy, he propofed attacking the enemy in their lines; but this being oppofed by the deputies of the fiates-general, he was obliged to fini/h the campaign with the fiege and conquell of Limburgh. In the courfe of this year, the archduke Charles, who had lately aflumed the title of king of Spain, arrived in England, and was received by the queen with great cordiality and refpeft. Were the allies as fuccefsful in all other parts as they had been in Flandi rs ? A. No: the duke of Savoy, who, by this time, had en- tered into the grand alliance, was in the utmoft danger of being expelled his dominions by the fuperior power of the French monarch, had he not been fuccoured, in an almoft miraculous manner, by count Staremberg, the imperial gene- ral, who, by one of the moft mafterly marches that ever was performed, came to his afliftance with an army of 
15,000 men. Count Tallard had reduced the town of Brifac, and retaken the ftrong fortrefs of Landau, after defeating the German army at Spire; and the eleftor of Bavaria, having, either from a principle of ambition or refentment, efpoufed the caufe of the French king, had feized the imperial cities of Ulm, Ratijbon, Augsburgh, and PaJJau. The Hungarians too, oppre/Ted by their gover- nors, and mitigated by the emiflaries of France, had rofe np in arms, and demanded a redrefs of their grievances, Vienna was threatened with a fiege on both fides; and had the Hungarians and Bavarians adted in concert, it mull in- fallibly have been loft. In this forlorn condition the em- peror implored the affiftance of her Britannic mnjefty ; and that generous princefs, after feme confultations with her minifters, embraced the bold and.magnanimous refolution of faving the empire from impending ruin. 

N 5 A* 
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What fteps did fhe take for that purpofe ? A. The duke of Marlborough, who was the foul of this projeft, went over to Holland, in 1704, and having per- fuaded the ftates-general to concur in the (jefign, he put himfelf at the head of the confederate army ; marched into Germany with incredible rapidity ; drove the French and Bavarians from their entrenchments at Schellenberg j took the town of Donavoert on the Danube ; and being after- wards joined by a confiderable body of forces under the command of prince Eugene of Savoy, thefe two illuftrious heroes, on the 13th of Augujl, 1704, attacked the French and Bavarians at Blenheim or Hockfiadt, and after a fierce and obftinate difpute, gave them a total and mofl terrible overthrow. This was one of the mod glorious and complete viftories, that ever was gained in any war, or by any gene- ral ; 10,000 French and Bavarians were killed Upon the Ipot; the greater part of thirty fquadrons of dragoons were drowned in the Danube ; 13,000 men were made prifoners, including 1200 officers ; too pieces of cannon were taken, together with twenty-four mortars, 129 colours, 171 ftan- dards, feventeen pairs of kettledrums, 3600 tents, thirty- four coaches, fsV. After this battle, the allies meeting with no farther refiftance, drove the French out of Germany, reduced Landau, and conquered all Bavaria. Q. What reward did the duke of Marlborough receive for the important fervices he had done the empire ? A. Not to mention the principality of Mindelheim, which the emperor beflowed upon him ; he had no fooner returned to England, than he was honoured with the thanks of both houfes of parliament; and the queen made him a prefent of Woodftock-Park, where fhe caufed to be built for him, at her own expence, a magnificent palace, diftinguifhed by the name of Blenheim-houfe, in order to perpetuate the me- mory of his viftory. This year, on the 14th of July, the ilrong fortrefs of Gibraltar was taken by Sir George Rooke, 

who, on the 13th of the following month, fought a drawn battle with the French fleet off Malaga. <£. What fuccefs had the allies in other parts this year? 
A. Very indifferent; for though the Portuguefe received fuccours both from England and Holland, they were yet un- 

able to prevent the Spaniards from making feme petty con- 
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quefts; and the Trench difpoflefled the duke of Savoy of feveral ftrong holds in Ifa/y. What were the moft remarkable events of 1705 ? W. In the month of ‘June, the duke of Marlborough inarched, with the bell part of the confederate army, to- wards the Mofelle, in order to execute, in conjunction with the imperialilts, a grand projeft, which he had formed on that fide ; but prince Le-wis of Baden, who commanded the imperial troops, having failed in his engagements, the duke was obliged to return into Flanders, without effecting his purpofe. £?. What paffed in Flanders during this interval ? A. The French, taking advantage of the duke’s abfence, reduced Huy, and inyefted Liege -, but the duke, coming iuddenly upon them, recovered the former place, and drove them fiom the latter; forced their lines of Brabant, expelled them from their entrenchments, and would have fought them in a pitched battle, had he not been prevented by the deputies of the ftates-general. Soon after the towns of Levee and Sanlvliet were taken ; by which means the Dutch frontiers were effectually fecured. ^ What happened in Germany P A.. Nothing of importance. The French took Hamburg ; the imperialifts reduced Drufenheim and Hagenau, and forced the enemies lines at the place lalt mentioned. i?. What were the tranfaClioos of the war in Portugal? A. The allies met at firft with confiderable fuccefs in that kingdom : they took Salva-terra, Marat an, Barcas, Valencia, D’Alcantara, and Albuquerque-, and in the month of Septem- ber, by the advice of the earl of Galway, who had fucceeded 
duke Schor/iberg in the command of the Englijb forces, they inverted the town of Badajex; but that nobleman having loft his right-hand by a cannon-ball, the direction of the fiege devolved to barpn Fagel, who was compelled to raife it by the marlhall De Fejfe. ^ Did any thing memorable happen in Spain? A. Not only the city of Barcelona, but the whole pro- vince of Catalonia was reduced under the dominion of king Charles Ilf. This grand projeCt had been formed by the prince of Reffe D'ArmJladt ; and though that gallant foldier 
was unfortunately flam in the attack of fort Monjuic^ yet 

N 6 the 
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the earl of Peterborough, who commanded the Englijh force.', puflied on his operations with fo much vigour, that Barce- lona furrendered in a few days, and the fubmiflion of the 
province followed foon after. In the courfe of this enter- prize, the earl performed one of the moft gallant exploits that ever was atchieved by any general. With a force not exceeding 1000 infantry, and zoo dragoons, he compelled the Cotide de las 'Forres, who had invefted San-Matheo, to raife the fiege of that place, though at the head of an army of 6000 men. What were the events of the war in Italy? A. The French had bent their attention fo much to that quarter, that it is the lefs furprifing if their arms were there crowned with the moft fignal fuccefs. They had taken Chi- mas, Nice, and feveral other fortrelfes : in a word, they had difpoflefled the duke of Savoy of every place of confe- quence in his dominions, except Coni and Furin ; and even thefe he feemed little able to maintain, as his army was now reduced to 12,000 men. But, notwithftanding thefe multiplied calamities, the duke adhered to his engagements with invincible refolution ; and this honourable conduct was the more meritorious, as his dutchefs, his clergy, and his fubjefts in general, importuned him, without ceafing, to yield to the neceftity of the times. 

4^, What were the chief military tranfa&ions of 1706 ? A. This year, the French had determined to make the moft vigorous efforts in Spain, in Flanders, and in Italy ; but, notwithftar.ding their mighty preparations, all their ambitious projects were ruined and difappointed. In Spain, king Philip had invefted Barcelona, and the count de Tou- blocked it up by fea: but Sir John Leake, arriving with the Englijh fleet from Portugal, compelled the French ad- miral to retire with precipitation ; and king Philip, being harraflfed bv the earl of Peterborough, who had aflembled a fmall army, was obliged, foon after, to abandon the fiege. This event happened the 1 zth of May; a day very remarka- ble on account of the fun’s fuftering a total eclipfe. In Flanders, the duke of Marlborough, the 23d of the fame month, entirely defeated, at Ramillies, the French army, commanded by the elector of Bavaria and marfhal Villeroy; and this viftory was immediately followed by the furrender 
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of Lowvabte, Mechlin, Brujfels, Antwerp, Ghent, Bruges, Ofttnd, Menin, Dendermonde, and Aeth, which fubmitted to the allies. In Italy, the duke of Orleans and marfhal de Marfin had invefted Turin, the capital of the duke of Savoy's dominions ; and that prince’s affairs were now re- duced to the moft deplorable condition, when prince Eugene, having, by one of the moft furprifmg marches that ever was performed, joined the duke with a good body of troops; thefe two princes, on the 7th of December, attacked the French army even in their trenches, and, after an ob- ftinate difpute, put them to a total rout. The duke en- tered his capital in triumph, which had fuftained a vigorous fiege for the fpace of four months ; and the French, in a little time, were driven out of every place they pofTefled in Piedmont and Italy, except Cremona, Valensca, and the caftle tsiMilan, which were blocked up by the confederates. Did the allies make a proper life of their fucceffes in Spain ? A. No : for had they done fo, it is more than probable, that they might, in a few months, have fubdued the whole kingdom. The marquis de las Minas, indeed, and the earl of Galway, who commanded the confederate army, after reducing forne inconfiderable fortreffes, marched im- mediately to Madrid, which, on the 2;th of June, acknow- ledged king Charles III. But that prince (for what reafon is not known) inftead of repairing to the capital, where he would have been received with open arms, continued to loiter away his time in Catalonia, from the beginning of May to the end of July, when, the Portuguefe army having exhaufted itfelf to no purpofe at Madrid, king Philip had leifure to affemble his fcattered forces, and return into Spain with a fu peri or army; a circumftance, which obliged the allies to abandon the capital, and retire into Valencia with the utmoft precipitation. ^ What were the moft memorable tranfaflions of 1707 ? A. Fortune feemed this year to change Tides, and proved now almoft as favourable to the French, as (he had formerly been to the allies. In Spain, the earl of Galway having, contrary to the advice of the earl of Peterborough, attacked at Almanza, the Spanijh army, much fuperior to his own, and 

commanded 
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commanded by the duke of Berwick; he was, though not till after an obftinate difpute, intirely defeated the 25th of jfpril, and forced, with the lhattered remains of his army, to abandon the kingdom of Valencia, and retire into Cata- lonia. The Spatiiards, encouraged by this great victory, laid liege fuccellively to Serpa, Moura, Cividad Rodrigo, and Lerida, all of which they reduced. On the Upper Rhine, marlhal Villars, having forced the lines and intrench- ments of the Germans at Bichl and Stolhoffen, proceeded in his conquelts with fuch furprizing rapidity, that he would would probably have rellored the eled'tor of Bavaria to his dominions, had he not been oppofed by the Imperialifts under the eleftor of Hanover, afterwards king George I, of Great-Britain; or rather had he not been obliged to fend off large detachments of his troops, in order to fuccour Toulon, which was clofely inverted by the duke of Savoy and prince Eugene, afliited by the Englijh fleet under Sir Cloudtjly Shovel. This laft attempt, however, unhappily proved abor- tive ; and the Englijh were the more aftedled with the failure of this enterprize, as the dtike of Marlborough, with all 
his Ikill in generallhip, had not been able, during the whole fummer, to bring the French army in Flanders to an en- gagement. The yveaknefs of the allies in Germany was chiefly owing to this circumrtance, that the emperor had employed the belt part of his forces in reducing the king- 
dom of Naples, which he aftually fubdued. Were the French as fuccefsful in 1708, as they had been in the preceding campaign ? J. Lewis XIV. knowing that the queen of England was the foul of the grand confederacy, determined to under- take fome enterprize, which might particularly diftrefs that princefs. With this view, he propofed to make a defcent upon England, and eftablilh the pretender, whom he lliled ‘James III. upon the throne of that kingdom. This fcheme, however, met with the fate which might naturally y be expected. The pretender, indeed, embarked in the expedition, and actually arrived upon the coaft of Scotland: 
but being hotly purfued by an Englijh fleet of forty men of war, under the command of Sir George Byng, who took one of the enemy’s veffels with fome officers on board, the pretender was afraid to attempt a landing, and he imme- diately 
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diately returned into the harbour of Dunkirk. Nor was Lewis more fuccefsful in another projed he had formed, which was to over-power the allies with fuperior numbers in Flanders, and difpoffefs them of all the conquells they had made in thofe quarters fince the battle of Ramillies. He aflembled, it is true, a prodigious army for this pur- pofe, which was commanded by the dukes of Vendome and Burgundy ; and thefe two generals, affifted by the intereft of the eledor of Bavaria, and of count de Byrgbyck, who had great influence in the. Low-Countries, made themfelves mailers of Ghent, Bruges, and other places. They even laid fiege to Oudenard, hoping to reduce it before the allies could come to its relief. But the duke of Marlborough, be- ing now re-inforced by 30,000 Imperialills under prince Eugene, thefe two heroes, though Hill inferior to the enemy in numbers, attacked them the mb of “July, in the neigh- bourhood of Oudenard; and, after a Ihort but obftinate en- gagement, defeated them with great flaughter; and had not night intervened, to fave the lhattered remains of the French army, few of them would have efcaped to carry to their friends the news of their overthrow. By favour of the darknefs, however, they effeded a retreat, full to Ghent and Bruges, and afterwards to Lovendegen, where they threw up intrenchments. The princes of France, and the Preten- der, were the fad eye-witnefles of this lhameful defeat; while the eledoral prince of Hanover (afterwards king George II. of Great-Britain) who was in the confederate army, fought at the head of Bulau's dragoons, with the moll undaunted courage. His horfe was Ihot under him, and colonel Lujky killed by his fide. ^ Did the allies improve the advantage they had gained ? A. They immediately laid fiege to Lijle, the flrongefl town in the Netherlands, provided with all necelfaries, and a garrifon re-inforced by one and twenty of the bell batta- lions of France, headed by marflial Bouffiers in perfon. But, notwithllanding thefe difcouraging circumftances, the con- federates carried on their operations with furprizing vigour and aftivity. The liege was conduced by prince Eugene ; the covering army commanded by the duke of Marlborough. 

The duke dt Fendome made feveral motions, as if he meant 
4 ' to 
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to attack the allies; but, though fuperior to them in point of number, he was afraid to hazard an engagement. He found means, indeed, to cut off their communication with jint'wtrp, from whence they had hitherto received their provifions, fo that they were now obliged to bring all their fupplies from Ojiend, and that too along a narrow caufeway, expofed to the attack of an army more numerous than their own. In fpite, however, of all thefe obftru&ions, they aftually brought feveral convoys from Ojiend-, and, in one of thefe enterprizes, general W'ebb, who guarded a convoy with 6oco men, defeated at Wynendale monfieur de la Matte, though at the head of an army 24,000 ftrong. Six thoufand of the enemy were killed upon the fpot ; the convoy arrived fafe in the camp of the allies; the city of Lifle furrendered a few days after, ‘viz,, the 23d of OBober, 1708 ; and the garrifon retired into the citadel, which they feemed refolved to hold out to the laft extremity. ^ Did the French make no farther attempt for the re- lief of this place i ji. The eledtor of Bavaria, at the head of 13,000 chofen men, marched to Brujfels, and attacked that city ; but he was repulfed by the garrifon, under the command of gene- ral Pa/chal, and fled with the utmoft precipitation w'hen he heard that the duke of Marlborough was advancing againft him. Thus marlhal BouJJlen, being deprived of all hopes of fuccour, furrendered the citadel the 10th of December, and was conduced with his garrifon to Dovuay. The French generals, imagining, that the allies, content with the re- dudlion of Lijle, would undertake no other enterprize dur- ing the remaining part of the reafon, feparated their army, and returned to Paris. But the confederates were deter- mined to crown their conquefts with the recovery of Ghent, which they accordingly invefted the zoth of December, and took it after a liege of ten days, though defended by a garrifon of thirty battalions, and nineteen fquadrons. The enemy, alarmed at this event, abandoned Bruges, Placen- dahl, and Leffingen ; and, on the whole, it may be affirmed, that this campaign, as it was one of the longeft, was alfo one of the moll glorious and fuccefful that is to be found in modern flory. 



1709 Anne. 281 
<£. Were the allies as fortunate in every other quarter ? A. Yes: for, in fpite of all the vigilance and a&ivity of marihal Villars, who commanded the French forces in Italy, the duke of Savoy made himfelf mailer of the important fortreiTes of Exilles and la Perugia, and of the valley of St. Martin and Feneftrellts; fo that, by the end of the year, he had fecured a barrier to his own dominions, and opened a paflage into the French provinces; after having made a diverfion in favour Charles III. by obliging the enemy to fend a large detachment from Rouffillon to the afliftance oiPillars. In Spain, indeed, the duke of Orleans took the city of For- tofa, and the chevalier Dasfield that of Denia. But thefe 

Ioffes were more than compenfated by the conquelt of Sar- dinia and Minorca: the former being reduced by Sir John Leake to the obedience of king Charles; and the latter fub- dued by general Stanhope with about 3000 men ; and at the conclufion of. the war, it was added to the dominions of Great-Britain. On the Upper Rhine, the electors of Bavaria and Hanover were oppofed to each other; but they were, both of them, fo weak, that neither could attempt any en- terprize of importance. On the 28th of Odober, 170B, died prince George of Denmark, in the fifty-fixth year of his age. His death was owing to an allhma and dropfy, with the firft of which he had been affli&ed almolt from his in- fancy. He was a prince poffeffed of many amiable and engaging qualities, brave, generous, modell, and humane ; but deftitute of great talents, and little qualified for making a figure in the world. He had always lived in great har- mony with the queen, who, during the whole courfe of their marriage, and efpecially in his laft illnefs, approved herfelf a pattern of conjugal fidelity and tendernefs. i?. What were the tranfattions of 1709 ? A. The French king was by this time reduced to fuch a flate of defpair by the numerous Ioffes he had fultained, and a fevere winter, which compleated the mifery of his fub- jedls, that he refolved to facrifice all the confiderations of pride and ambition to the re-eftablilhment of the public tranquillity ; or, to fpeak more properly, he determined to counterfeit fuch a difpofition, in order to amufe and cajole the allies, hoping, by that means, either to break the confe- deracy, or, at lealt, to prevent them from taking the field 
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fo early, as they might otherwife, perhaps be inclined. With this view, he difpatched the prefident RouillS and the mar- quis de Torcy to the Hague; and thefe miniilers, in conjunc- tion with thofe of the emperor, of Great-Britain, and of the States-General, agreed, the 28th of May, to certain preliminary articles ; but as it Was ftipulated, in one of thefe, that king Philip fhould quit Spain in two montbs» Lewis XIV. reje&ed the conditions with difdain, and de- 
clared, that he would expend his laft farthing rather than agree to fuch diflionourable terms. 

4^. How did the allies bear with this equivocal con- dudl ? J. They were fo much provoked, that they refolved to bring Lewis to reafon, if not by ftrength of argument, at leak by force of arms. Accordingly, prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough, having aflembled the allied army, advanced towards the enemy; but finding them fo ilrongly intrenched in the plain of Lens, under marlhal Villars, that they could not be attacked with any profpeft of fuccefs,, they invefted the important city of Lournay, which, after a fiege of two months, furrendered the 3d of September, On the 11th of the fame month, they attacked the French army, which was advantageoufly polled,' and intrenched al- moft up to the teeth at Blaregnies or Malplacquet, under the command of Villars and Bouffiers. The fight was for fome time maintained with great obftinacy, and dreadfuld havock was made among the DtUch infantry ; but, at laft, the enemy were obliged to yield to the fuperior valour of the Englijh forces, who, led on by the earl of Orkney, general Withers, 
the gallant duke tf?Argyle and others, ruflied forward with irrefiftible fury; drove the French from their ftrongeft in- trenchments, and obtained over them a complete viftory. This advantage, however, was dearly purchafed with the lofs of 18,000 men, who fell in the attion ; among whom were count Lottum, general Lettau, the marquis of Tullibar* dine, and other officers of diftinclion. The enemy loll about 15,000 men, and their number of wounded was fo confiderable, that they were altogether unable to give any relief to M,ons, which furrendered to the allies the 20th of Qflobtr. 

A. 
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^ What were the events of the war in other parts ? A. In Germany nothing of importance happened, except one (harp action between a detachment of the French army and a body of the Imperialifts, in which the latter were worfted. The campaign in Piedmont was equally inactive, owing, .as was fuppofed, to a difpute that had arifen be- tween the courts oi'Vienna and Turin, concerning a claim which the duke of Savoy had laid to certain dependencies of the Milanese. On the 7th of May the Englijh and Por- tuguefe were defeated at Cay a by the Spaniards, under the command of the marlhal de Bay. About the fame time, general Stanhope arrived with a fleet upon the coaft of Spain, in order to fuccour the caftle of Alicant, defended by two Englijh regiments, which had fuftained a defperate fiege during the whole winter; but finding it impoffible to land his men, he capitulated with the Spanijh general for the garrifon, which was conveyed to Minorca. On the fron- tiers of Catalonia, general Staremlerg, who, the year be- fore, had checked the progrefs of the dukes of Orleans'* arms, reduced Balaguer, where he took 900 prifoners. What happened in 1710 ? A. The French court had, for fome time, maintained a <orrefpondence with M. Petkum, the Holfiein envoy at the Hague, and by means of this gentleman, they now renewed the negociations for peace; but thefe conferences, which were held at Gertruydenburgh from March to July, prpved as ineffedtual as thofe of the Hague \ upon which the French, minifters withdrew, after having exprefled their refentment at the ungenerous treatment which they pretended they had received. What terms did the two parties propofe ? A. Lewis XIV. offered (though probably without any defign of performing his engagements) to abandon the caufe of his grandfon, Philip, provided that that prince, in lieu of Spain, ftiould receive the kingdoms of Sardinia and Sicily ; and though he would not confent to aflift with his forces in expelling him his dominions, he yet agreed to furnilh the confederates with a monthly fum of money, to- wards defraying the expence of driving him out of Spain, in cafe he fhould refufe to quit it voluntarily. But the allies, convinced of the infincerity of thefe profeflions, re- 
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plied, that the reftoration of Spain to the houfe of Jujiria, was the grand objeft, for which the war was undertaken ; that as Lewis had placed his grandfon on the throne of that kingdom, it was certainly in his power to make him refign it; and that, without this condition, no treaty could be oncluded. All hopes of accommodation being thus ex- tinguifhed, the conferences at Gertruydenburgh broke up the 13th of July, 1710. ijh What encouraged Lewis, after fo many misfortunes, to adhere to the caule of his grandfon ? J, He was informed by the Abbe Gautier, and others, that a change of mini dry would foon take place in England, and that the new minifters would certainly be more favoura- ble to his intereft than the old. What occafioned this change of miniftry ? A. The diltradlions excited by the famous Dr. Sacheverel, reftor of St. Saviour's, Southwark, who, in a fermon preached before the lord-mayor of London, and which was afterwards publilhed, had advanced certain pofnions contrary to revo- lution-principles, to the prefent government, and the pro- teftant fucceflion. The Houfe of Commons, having exa- mined this difeourfe, voted it a fcandalous and feditious li- bel, and impeached the doftor before the Houfe of Peers, who, by way of punifhment, prohibited him from preaching' for three years, and ordered his fermon to be burned by the hands of the common hangman. This affair, aflifled by the arts of defigning men, raifed fuch a flame in the na- tion, that the people were at laft brought to believe, that the church of England was in danger; and as the Whigs were fuppofed to be low churchmen, and the Tories high churchmen, the current of popular favour rang ftrongly to- wards the latter party. The queen too, though fhe had hitherto employed a Whig-miniftry, had always, it is faid, entertained, in her heart, a greater regard and affedlion for the Tories. But thefe caufes did not immediately produce their full effefh 

4J. What Heps did the allies take upon the breaking up of the conferences at Gertruydenburgh ? A. They refolved to profecute the war with the utmoft vigour ; and accordingly prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough, having aflembled the army in the month of April, 
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April, took the cities of Doivay, Bethune, Aire, and St. Venant ; but they were not able, during the whole fum- mer, to bring the enemy to a battle. ^ What paifed in other parts this year ? 

A. The campaign in Germany was intirely enaftive, nor was any thing of moment tranfafted in Italy. The duke of Savoy being indifpofed, and out of humour, the com- mand of the forces was veiled in count ‘Tbaun, who at- tempted to crofs the Alps, and force his way into Daupbinei but the duke of Berwick had call up intrenchments in the mountains, and taken fuch precautions to defend them, as baffled the defigns of the Imperial general. Greater achievements were performed in Spain, where both parties were conquerors and conquered in their turn. General Stanhope, at the head of fifteen fquadrons of horfe and dragoons, attacked, the 27th of July, the whole cavalry of the enemy at Almenara. Stanhope charged in perfon, and with his own hand llew general Amtjfaga, who com- manded the guards of Philip. The Spamjh horfe were in- tirely defeated, together with nine battalions of foot, that efcaped by favour of the darknefs ; and the main body of the army retreated with the utmoft precipitation to Lerida, General Starcmberg purfued them to Saragojfa, where he found them drawn up in order of battle ; and an engage- ment enfuing, on the 9th of Auguji, the enemy received a total defeat. Five thoufand of their men were killed, 7000 taken, together with all their artillery, and a great number of colours and llandards. King Charles entered Saragojfa in triumph, while Philip, with the remains of his army, retired towards Madrid. Having fent his queen and fon to Vidloria, he repaired to Valladolid, in order to alTem- ble his fcattered troops, fo as to compofe another army. Stanhope propofed, that a body of troops Ihould be polled at Pampeluna, the only pafs by which the French could fend forces into Spain. But this prudent meafure was neglefled; and Charles proceeded to Madrid, which was abandoned by all the grandees ; and he had the mortification to find that all the CaJHHans were attached to his competitor. i£. Did affairs continue long in this fituation i A. No : Charles was not able to maintain the fuperiority he had gained. The king of Prance fent the,duke_of Ven- 
donie 
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dome to take the command of the Spanijh army, which was, at the fame time, reinforced by detachments of French troops. Vcndome was a general of great reputation, and many volunteers flocked to his ftandard. The Caftilians^ too, exerted themfelves with great induftry, in order to fupport their fovereign : fo that in lefs than three months after his defeat at Saragojfa, Philip was in a condition to go in quell of his rival. Charles, on the other hand, was en- tirely neglefted by thofe whofe intereflr it was to fupport him. The court of England was too much engaged in party-difputes to have leifure to attend to foreign tranfadlj- ©ns; and the emperor was fo apprehenfive of a war between the grand Signor and the Czar, that he was afraid to dimi- nilh his army in Hungary ? Q What happened afterwards ? In the beginning of November, Charles marched back to EaragoJJd, and cantoned his troops in the neighbourhood of Cifuentes, where Staremberg fixed his head-quarters. General Stanhope was quartered in the little town of Bri- huega, where he found himfelf fuddenly furrounded by the whole Spanijh army. He immediately fent an account of 

his fituation to Staremberg ; and that general was no fooner apprized of his danger, than he aflembled his troops, and 
fet out to his relief. But, before his arrival, Stanhope, be- ing attacked by the enemy, was obliged to furrender him- felf and all his forces prifoners of war to the amount of aoco men. £>. What meafures did Staremberg embrace ? 

A. That general, being ignorant of Stanhope’s misfortune, continued to advance towards Brihuega ; but the roads were fo bad, that night overtook him before he reached the heights which commanded the town. The troops lay on their arms ; and, on the 29th of November, they were attacked by the enemy, who were double their number. Starem* berg’s right wing was entirely routed, all the infantry that compofed it, being either killed or taken : but the vidlors, inftead of purfuing the blow, begun to plunder the bag- gage ; and Staremberg, with his right wing, fought their left with the molt obllinate valour till night. Then the enemy retired in diforder, leaving him mailer of the field of battle, and of all their artillery. Six thoufand of them 
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fell upon the fpot; but the allies had fuffered fo feverely, that the general could not maintain his ground. He therefore returned to Saragoffa, and from thence marched into Cata- lonia. Thither he was followed by Vendotne, who reduced Balaguer, and obliged him to take refuge under the walls of Barcelona. (About the fame time, the duke deNoailles laid liege to Gironne, which he took notwithftanding the feverity of the feafon ; fo that king Charles, who lately might have been mafter of all Spain, was confined to the fingle pro- vince of Catalonia, and even that lay open to the incur- fxons of the enemy. £. What effeft did thefe misfortunes produce in Eng- land? A. They gave great uneafinefs to the duke of Marl- borough't, friends, and infinite joy to his enemies. Why were his enemies overjoyed ? A. They knew, that, as his credit and influence had firft 'been raifed, and was ftill fupported by his military atchieve- ments, the moft effedtual way to ruin both, would be to put an end to the war ; and the late ill fuccefs of the allies in Spain furnifhed them with a plaufible pretence for al- ledging, that a peace was now become abfolutely necefi- fary. Who was at the head of this pacific cabal ? A. Robert Harley, Efq; (afterwards earl of Oxford) a man of great abilities and the moll inlmuating addrefs. He had been brought into office by the intereft of the duke of Marlborough and lord Godolphin, who had procured for him the poll of fecretary of Hate, from which, however, he had been difmifled, upon his endeavouring to undermine his benefaftors. He continued, neverthelefs, to enjoy the confidence of her majeily, to whom he had free, though private, accefs, by means of one Mrs. Majham, a new fa- vourite of the queen, and one of her bed-chamber-women. She was a near relation of the dutchefs of Marlborough, who had refcued her from indigence and obfcurity, kept her fome time in her own family, recommended her to the fervice of her majeily; and had now the mortification to fee herfelf fupplanted by the perfon whom Ihe had thus ge- 
aeroully patronized. 
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What method did Mr. Harley take, in order to accom- plilh his purpofe ? A. As he knew, that that could not be done without Offering a change of minifhy, and procuring a Tory-parlia- ment, he firft refolved to execute thefe two projedts. With this view, he reprefented to the queen, the abfolute neceflity of altering her meafures : he faid, that fhe was held in a flavilh fubjeftion by the Whigs, and was, in reality, but a cypher in the government: that the duke and dutchefs of Marlborough, in particular, exercifed over her the moft cruel tyranny, and had engrolled to themfelves the foie difpofal of honours and employments : that the Tories were her only true and fmcere friends, and were firmly attached to her perfon and government: and that (he could never reign with eafe and independence, till Ihe had delivered herfelf from the hands of the Whigs, and intrulled her affairs to the management of the Tories. The queen, who, of herfelf, was fufficiently inclined to liften to theie fuggefti- ons, immediately adopted his fentiments ; and accordingly, in a little time, lord was deprived of the prefident- Ihip of the council, the duke of DervonJhire of the office of lord fteward, and the earl of Wharton of the lieutenancy of Ireland. Even Charles Spencer, earl of Sunderland, fon-in- law to the duke of Marlborough, was removed from his poft 

of fecretary of ftate ; and the excellent earl of Godolphin, whofe only fon had married the eldeft daughter of the aforefaid duke, was foon after deprived of his office of lord-high-treafurer. In a word, there was not a Angle 
Whig left in any office under the government, except the duke of Marlborough, and he too would have refigned his command, had he not been perfuaded by his friends to re- 
frain from taking a ftep, which might prove prejudicial to the intereft of his country. What were the next meafures which the Tories em- braced ? 

A. Having feized into their own hands the whole power of the adminiftration, they found it no difficult matter to procure a parliament to their likitig. Accordingly the old, or Whig-parliament was diflblved, and another fummoned, w hich proved a Tory one, and wholly at the direttion of the 
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the 7riumvirate, who governed the three realms, in the queen’s name, till her deceafe. <?. Who compofed this triumvirate. Si. Robert Harley, earl of Oxford, whom we have al- ready mentioned : Sir Simon Harcourt, who was firft ap- pointed lord-keeper, then lord-high chancellor, and at laft made a peer of the realm : and Mr. Henry St. 'John, a man of diftinguilhed abilities, but of the mod unbounded am- bition, who was nominated fecretary of date, and after- wards created vifcount Bdlingbroke. ^ Was not the duke of Marlborough diiTatisfied with this change in the minidry ? A. Whatever might have been his private fentiments, he 
refplved to aft in fuch a manner, as might be mod con- ducive to the intered of his country. What exploits did his grace perform in 1711 ? A. Prince Eugene being obliged to return into Germany with ^'Imperial and Palatine troops, in order to check: the progrefs of the eleftor of Bavaria, who was advancihg towards the Rhine with a confiderable body of French, all' that the duke of Marlborough could do was to force the French lines on the Schelde and the Sanfet, which they had for- tified fo drongly, as to render them, in the opinion of moft people, altogether impenetrable. Thev ufed to call them, by way of bravado, the He plus ultra of Marlborough. That nobleman, however, by his admirable conduft, entered them' without the lofs of a Angle man. Soon after he took the important, and, as it was then edeemed, the impregnable fortrefs of Bouchain, which furrendered the 13th of Septem- ber, in fight of the enemy, though 100,000 drong. * 5 

Was this year dHtinguifhed by any other milita'ry ; tranfaftions ? • < ' A. No: the duke of Argyle indeed, an officer of ap- proved courage, was advanced to the command of the Britijh troops in Portugal; but he was fo entirely neglefted by the minidry, who forgot to fend him the promifed re- . mittances, that he could not attempt any enterprize of im- portance. An expedition too, which was undertaken a- : 

gatnft the French fettlements in the Wef-Indies, was fo ill concerted, and fo feebly executed, that it proved utterly abortive. 
O 
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What happened in Germany this year ? 

A. Nothing remarkable, except the death of the em- peror Jofepb, who was carried off by the fmall-pox, the 17th April, 1711. Soon after, his brother, Charles II!. was elcfted and crowned emperor of Germany in his room. jb. What influence had this event upon the ftate of affairs 
in Europe ? A. It furnifhed the Englijh miniflry with a more plaufible pretext, than asy they had as yet found, for accepting a peace upon the conditions offered by monfieur Menager in the French king’s name, and the preliminaries of which were figned the 27 th of September. Were thefe preliminaries approved by the parlia- ment ? A. They were readily approved by the lower houfe ; but were flrqngly oppofed in the upper: and the queen, therefore, created, at once, no lefs than twelve new peers, which effectually call the ballance in favour of the miniftry. The duke of Marlborough, however, refufed to agree to thefe meafures; for which reafon he was, on the 31th of December, removed from all his employments, and the command of the army beftowed upon the duke of Ormond. How did this new general behave in 1712 ? 

A. As he was a nobleman of real merit, he would pro- bably have adted with equal fpirit and fagacity, had he fol- lowed the dictates of his own judgment; but fuffering him- felf, though with fome reluCiance, to be governed by thofe who had raifed him to power, he had no opportunity of difplaying his military talents. The Englijh minifters were now bent upon a peace, and they therefore fent orders to Ormond to refrain from all aCts of hollility. In obedience to thefe orders, the duke refufed to concur with prince Eugene in attacking the French army, or befieging the town of Landreci-, drew off the Englijh forces from the confederates; publilhed a fufpenfion of arms with France 
the 16th of July; and feized Ghent and Bruges for the ufe of his fovereign : a condutf, which was attended with the moft fatal confequences to the allies, who, being now deprived of the afliflance of the Englijh, were defeated at Denain, obliged to raife the flege of Landreci, and foon af- 
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ter expelled from the important towns of Doway, Bouchain, and Quefnoy. Q What were the principal tranfaftions of 1713? The Englijh minifters had long carried on a private negociation with the court of France, in order to fettle the terms of peace; and every thing being, at length, in fome meafure, adjufted, they now refolved publickly to conclude a formal treaty. For this purpofe, notwithftanding the re- monftrances of the emperor, of the eleftor of Hanover, and of the ftates-general, a congrefs had been formed at Utrecht, which was opened the 29th of 1712; and to which the confederates at laft confented, however unwillingly, to fend their refpedive plenipotentiaries. Strong objeftions were made by thefe minifters to the terms offered by France; but the queen of England, and Lewis XIV. having previoufly agreed upon the conditions of peace, they compelled all the allies, who compofed the grand alliance, to accede to them all, I mean, except the emperor, who was afterwards obliged to conclude a feparate treaty with France at Baden. What were the terms of this treaty of Utrecht ? A. Not to mention the lefs material articles, king Philip was left in quiet pofTeftion of the Spanijh throne; and thus, the great objeft, for which the war had been originally un- dertaken, and profecuted for the (fpace of nine years with fuch fignal fuccefs, was finally difappointed. This peace was figned the 11 th of April, 1713. What happened during the remaining part of this reign ? A. The attention of the public was wholly engroffed by the violent difputes between the Whigs and Tones, who feized every opportunity of difplaying to the world their mutual hatred and antipathy. The queen herfelf was har- rafled and difturbed by the furious altercations of her mini- fters and counfellors. Oxford and Bolingbroke, in particular, had conceived againft each other the moft implacable re- fentment; and they carried their animofity to fuch an into- lerable height, that, forgetting the reverence due to majefty, and the obligations they owed to their royal benefaflrefs,they broke out into open inveftives, even in the queen’s pre- fence. Oxford was ^removed from his poft of lord-high, treafurer ; and Bolingbroke expefled to become prime miniL 
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ter : but all his hopes were blafted by the fudden death of the queen, who, oppreffed with the burden of her bodily infirmities, and further worn out with anxiety of mind, was feized with a kind of lethargic diforder, of which fhe expired on the ill day of Auguft, 1714. Had queen Anne any children ? A. She bore to her hufband, prince George of Denmark, two Tons and four daughters; all of whom died in their in- fancy, except William, duke of Gloucejler, who attained to the eleventh year of his age, when he was carried off by a malignant fever, to the inexpreflible grief of the whole na- tion. Defcribe the perfon and qualities of this princefs ? A. Queen Anne was of the middle ftature, and well pro- portioned. Her hair was of a dark brown colour, her complexion fanguine and ruddy, her features ftrong and regular, her countenance rather round than oval, and her afpeft more comely than majeflic. Her voice was remarka- bly clear and harmonious, as appeared in the graceful de- livery of her fpeeches to parliament. She had a tolerable ear for mufic, and performed indifferently on the guitar, an inflrument then greatly in vogue. Her chara&er, viewed in a private light, is one of the moft amiable that is to be found in hiftory. She was a pattern of conjugal fidelity and affe&ion, a tender mother, a warm friend, an indulgent miftrefs, and a munificent patron. Her public conduft, though not altogether free from weaknefs, was, in the main, laudable and praife-worthy. She feems, in- deed, to have been deficient in that vigour of mind, which might preferve her from the fhares of fycophants and fa- vourites ; but her regard for the happinefs and profperity of her fubjefts was never called in queftion. She felt a mother’s fondnefs for her people, by whom fhe wns be- loved with a warmth of affeftion, which even the prejudice of party could not abate. Her reign may be faid to have been bloodlels, no perfon having been executed, at lead beheaded, for treafon, during the whole courfe of her ad- miniflration ; a circumftance, which cannot be affirmed of any other Englijh monarch Jince the time of Edward thp £rff. 
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Q Was this reign diftinguifhed by any other remarkable events ? J. The year 1706 will ever be memorable for the union of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland-, by which treaty it was ftipulated, that Scotland fliould be reprefen ted in the parliament of Great-Britain by 16 peers, and 4; commoners. In 1707, Sir Coudejley Sbotiel was fhip- wrecked upon the rocks of Stilly. <£. What happened in the other kingdoms of Europe during this period ? A In 1708, the ele&or Palatine was reilored to the poffeflion of the Upper-Palatinate, with the rank and title which had been veiled in the houfe of Bavaria, by the treaty of ; the duke of Sawy received the jnvelti- 

ture of Mantua and Montferrat: and, by the good offices and powerful felicitations of Great-Britain and the States-Gene- ral, the fucceffion of the principality of Neufcbatel was decided in fav.our of the king of PruJJla. In J709, king Charles XII. of SwmVh, 'having penetrated into the heart of RuJJia, was attacked, &X. Pultonva, on the 8th 'of by the Czar in perfon, who defeated the S<v:edes with great flaughter, and compelled Charles to fly for Ihelter to Bender 
in Turkey, where he met with a very hofpitable reception. In 1714, died the princefs Sophia, eleflrefs and dutchefe dowager of Hanover, in the 84th year of her age. 
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CHAP. XL VIII. 
George I. XLIXth King of England, 

And Seventh of Great-Britain. 

From 1714 to 1727. 
Popes. Clement XI. 1700 Innocent XIII. 1721 Benedict XIII. 1723 Kings of France. Lewis XIV. 1643 Lewis XV. i7is King of Spain. Philip V. 1701 

King ^Portugal. John V. 1706 
King of Denmark. Frederic IV. 1699 

Sovereigns of Sweden. Charles XII. 1697 Ulrica Eleanora 1718 Frederic 1720 
TT7 H O fucceeded queen Anne ? VV A. George, eledlor of Hanover, or Brunfwici- Lunenburgh, who afcended the throne in 1714, being then in the fifty-fifth year of his age. ^ Of whom was he defcended ? A. He was the eldeft fon of Erne ft Auguftus, firft eledor of Brunftwick-Lunenlurgb, by the princefs Sophia, daughter of Frederic V. eleftor Palatine, and king of Bohemia, and of Elizabeth, eldeft daughter to James I. king of Great- Britain-, and, as all the popifh branches of the royal family were excluded from the throne by the a£l of fettlement, he was thus the true lineal heir to the crown. 

Who governed the kingdom till his arrival in Eno- land ? A. The lords-juftices, who had been appointed by the late queen, together with thofe who were added by his majefly. 
What flops did the lords-juftices take ? A. Queen had no fooner refigned her breath, than they ilTued orders for proclaiming king George in England^ 

Scotland, 
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Scotland, and Ireland, which was accordingly done with the ufual folemnity. They difpatched the earl of Dor Jit to Hanover, where the king then refided, to acquaint him with the queen’s death, and his own acceffion, and to defire him to fet out, with all convenient fpeed, on his journey for England. At the fame time, in order to provide for the fecurity of the kingdom, they fent the general officers, on whom they could depend, to their refpedive polls ; they reinforced the garrifon of Portfnwuth ; and appointed JoJepb Addijon, Efq; their fecretary ; while lord Bclingbroke was obliged to wait at the door of the council-chamber with his bag and papers, and was foon after removed, with evident marks of difpleafure, from his poll of fecretary of llate. ^ W hat was done next ? A. The parliament meeting, agreeable to the aft of fet- tlement, the lord chancellor made a fpeech to both houles in the name of the regency. In confequence of this, ad- dreffes of condolence and congratulation were immediately tranfmitted to his majefty, humbly requeuing, as foon as poffible, his royal prefence in England; to which the king returned a very gracious anfwer, declaring in the clofe of it, “ that he would make it his conllant care to preferve the religion, laws, and liberties of his fubjefts inviolate, and to advance the honour and profperity of his kingdoms.” The parliament likewife pafled a bill “ for the fupport of his majefty’s houlhold, and the dignity of the crown for which purpofe they granted him the fame revenue, which had been fettled upon the late queen : and to this bill the lords-jultices gave the royal affent. ^ Was no oppofition made to his majefty’s acceffion ? A. None openly : for, whatever defigns might have been formed by fame perfons, they were not ripe for execution. The pretender, indeed, upon advice of the queen’s death, repaired from Lorrain to Verf allies; but finding it impoffible to obtain an audience of the French king, he returned to the place of his former refidence. Mean while, the re-, mains of her late majefty were interred, on the 24th of Augujl, with great funeral pomp, in Henry the VUth’s chapel; the dutchefs of Ormond (in the abfence of the dutchefs of Somerjet) walking as chief mourner. When did his majefty fet out from Hanover ? O 4 A. 
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A. Having committed the government of his German do- minions to a council, headed by Ins brother, prince ErneJI, he ^departed, with the prince royal, from Htrenbaufen, oa the 31ft day of Augujiand in five days arrived at the Hague, where he was complimented by the deputies of the ( iiates, and by the foreign ambafladors. Embarking ^Orange- Polder, September 16, under convoy of a fquadron of Englijb ' and Dutch Ihips, commanded by the earl of Berkeley, he landed f&fe at Grte/rKtcb the 18th, about fix in the evening. There he was received by the earl of Northumberland, cap- 

tain of the life-guards, and by the lords of the regency. From the landing-place he walked to his houfe in Green* ‘ivid-Park, accompanied by a great number of the nobility and gentry, who had the honour to kifs his hand. It was obferved, however, that feme of the late miniftry, jvhen they came to pay their refpe&s, met with but a very cold reception. i?. When did his majdly and the prince arrive in London ? A. They made their public entry, on the 20th of Sep* tember, with great pomp and magnificence; their coach being preceded by above 200 coaches and fix, of the nobi- lity, and others. The king was received by the lord-mayor, aldermen, &c. of London-, and by the high lieward, high- bailiff, of U’ejlminjier. His entry into London was proclaimed by the firing of the Tower guns, and his arrival at St. Jamedi palace by the firing of thofe in the park. Next day there was a numerous and fpendid court ; but the fieftivitiy of the company was a little interrupted by an unfor- tunate accident. Mr. Ablworth, member of parliament, and colonel Chudleigh, having quarrelled -in the prefence- chamber, retired to Marybone Fields, where they fought a duel, when Mr. Aid-worth was killed upon the fpot. 4V What Heps did his majdly take upon his arrival at St. James's ? A. His firfl bufinefs was to fettle his miniftry; and, as the late one was fuppofed to be not very favourably inclined to the proteftant fuccefiion, an almoft total change was made in every department under the government. The duke of Ormond was deprived of the command of the forces, which the king reftored to the duke of Marlborough, whom he like- wife appointed colonel of the firfl regiment of foot-guards, and mailer 
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matter of the ordnance. The great feal was given to lord Convper ; the privy-fea!, to the earl of Wkartcn ; the govern- ment of Ireland, to the earl of Sunderland. The duke of Demonjhire was made tteward of the houlhold; lord Town- fend and Mr. Stanhope were appointed fecretaries of ftate : the port of fecretary for Scotland was beftowed upon the duke of Montro/e. The duke of Somerfei was conllituted matter of the horfe ; the duke of St. Alban's, captain of the band of penfioners; and the duke of Argyle, commander in chief of the forces in Scotland. Lord Halifax was made firft commiflionerof the treafury ; Sir Richard Onflow, chan- . cellor of the exchequer; the earl of Orford, firtt commifli- oner of the admiraltry ; Mr. William Pulteney, fecretary at ^war ; and Mr. Robert Walpole, pay-matter to the army, and to Cbelfea-Hofpital. The old privy-council was diflblved, and a new one appointed, of which the earl of Nottingham was made prefident. Soon after, his majefty declared, in council, his firm refolution to fupport and maintain the churches of England and Scotland, as by law eftablilhed j and he concluded with the following words: “ the good “ efFefts of making property fecure are no where fo clearly “ feen, and to fo great a degree, as in this happy kingdom ; “ and 1 aflure you, there is not any among you that fhalt “ more earneftly endeavour at the perfervation of it than 
“ myfeif.” At the fame time the prince royal was declared prince of Wales, and took his feat at the board accordingly. Addrefles of congratulation were prefented by the two uni- verfities, by the bittiops, by the feveral counties, cities, and boroughs, by the diflenters, the church of Scotland, the pro- tettants of Ireland, &c. OSlober 11, the princefs of Wales* with the princeffes Anne and Amelia, arrived in England'-, the princefs Caroline not coming over till May, on account of a late indifpofnion-. i£. When was the king crowned ? A. October 20, with the ufual folemnity; his majetty having previoutty created feveral new peers, and advanced ethers to higher titles. The occafion was obferved wkh the greateft demonftrations of joy in all parts of the kingdom^ except at Brijlol, and a few other places, where the rabble rofe in tumults, and committed the mutt (hocking diforders } breaking windows, pulling down meeting-bpufes> &c. The 
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cry was, “Down with the whigs; high church, Sachevereb “ and Ormona, for ever.” This fadlious fpiritinthe people was fuppofed to be owing to a number of feditious pamph- lets, which were publiftied about this time, as well as to the unwarrantable condudl of certain clergymen, who neglefted praying for the king in the ufual form; but orders were iffued for preventing this pradlice, and filenc- ing all difputes about the Trinity, which had likewife raifed fome difturbance. The Pretender, encouraged by thefe marks of difaffettion in the Englijh, tranfmitted a declaration to the dukes of Marlborough, Sbre'wjbury, Argyle, &c. but no further notice was taken of it, than a proclamation’s being publilhed againft Papifts and Non- jurors. ^ What were the moll remarkable events of 1715 ? A. The old parliament having been diffolved, and a new one fummoned, the Whigs and Tories exerted their ut- molt efforts in influencing the eledlions; but the former gained the fuperiority by a great number of voices. The parliament met the 17th of March, and Spencer Compton was chofen fpeaker of the Houfe of Commons. The king made a fpeech to both houfes, in which, among -other things, he faid, “ the ellablilhed conftitution in “ church and Hate lhall be the rule of my government: “ the happinefs, eafe, and profperity of my people, lhall “ be the chief care of my life. Thofe who affift me in “ carrying on thefe meafures, 1 lhall always efteem my “ bell friends; and I doubt not but I lhall be able, “ with your alHllance, to difappoint the deligns of thofe, 
“ who would deprive me of that blefling, which I moll “ value, the affe&ion of my people.” What was done the liril feffion of this new par- liament ? A. After granting the neceffary Aims for the fervice of the current year, and 700,000!. for the fupport of his majcity’s houlhold, a committee of fecrecy was appoint- ed, of which Mr. Robert ll’alpole was chairman, to en- quire into the condutt of the late miniltry ; when it was refolved, that Henry vifcount Bolingbroke, Robert earl of Oxford, and James duke of Ormond, Ihould be im- peached of high treafon, and Thomas earl of Strafford, 



1715 George I. 299 
of high crimes and mifdemeanors. The charge againft thefe noblemen may be reduced to the following particulars: r. The clandeftine negociations wi th Mon f. Menager, the French agent; in confequence of which, two fets of preliminary articles were drawn ; the one private and fpecial for Great Britain only, the other general for all the allies. 2. The extraordinary Heps taken to form the congrefs of Utrecht. 3. The trifling condutt of the French plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, by the connivance of the Britijh minifters. 4. The negociations relating to the renunciation of the Spanijh monarchy. The fatal fufpenfion of arms. 6. The feizure of Ghent and Bruges, to ferve the French in- tereft. 7. The duke of Ormand'% afting in concei t with the French general. 8. Lord Bclingbrok’s journey to France. 9. The duke of Shrewjbury and Mr. Prior’s ne- gociation there. 10. The hafty conclufion of the peace of Utrecht. 11. The facrifice made of the Catalans. 12. The promoting the pretender’s intereft. Lord Bo- linghroke, dreading the impending florm, fled the king- dom, and left a paper behind him in vindication of his condudl. His example was foon after followed by the duke of Ormond. The earl of Oxford was thrown into the Tower. By the riot-aft, which was pafled this feflion, it was declared death for any perfons, to the number of. twelve, to continue together for the fpace of one homy after proclamation being made for their difperfing. ^ What other fteps did the parliament take i A. The king having acquainted them, that defrgns were carrying on, both at home and abroad, in favour of the pretender, they pafled a bill for fufpending the Habeas- Corpus aft, during the fpace of fix months : foon after which, the duke of Poavis, the earls of Jerfey and Scarfdale, the lords Landfdonun, Dunbar, See. were taken into cuftody ; the coails were ftriftly guarded, and an exprefs fent to the Dutch, demanding the 6000 men, which they were bound by treaty to furniih to his majefty. Were the defigns. of the Jacobites carried into execution ? A. Yes: for, though the death of Lewis XIV. which happened about this time, and upon wbofe pro- mifes of afliltance they had built their chief hopes of 
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fuccefs, tended confiderably to deprefs their fpirits ; and though the duke of Orleans, who was appointed regent of France, during the minority of Lewis XV. maintained a friendly correfpondence with his majefty, king George ; yet, as they had been fo ralh as to engage in this enter- prife, they were determined to try their fortune in the field ; and accordingly a rebellion was foon after raifed in Scotland, which was feconded by another in England'. The former was headed by the earl of Mar; the latter, by Mr. Fcjler. The earl, during the late reign, had been iecretary of ftate for Scotland, and was one of the firft who made profeflions of their loyalty to king George; but not meeting with the encouragement he expefted, and knowing that his defigns could not be much longer con- cealed, he withdrew privately to his feat at Ktldrummy, in the Highlands ; where, being joined by the marquiffes of Huntley and Tullihardine, the earls of Nithi/dalc, Ma- rtfchal, Traquair, Errol, and others, he openly erefted the Itandard of rebellion, and proclaimed the pretender by the name of Jasnes VIII. about the 16th of September, in Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, See. I'he'jacobites, in the mean time, exerted themfelves with fo much induftry, that he foon found himfelf at the head of an army 6oco Itrong. ' hF What meafures did the government take, in order to fupprefs this rebellion ? H. The duke of Argyle, commander in chief of his majefly’s forces in North Britain, immediately affembled all the regular troops, which -were in that kingdom ; and tho* they did not exceed 3,500 men, yet, with this fmall force, he ventured, on Sunday the 13th of November, to attack, at Sheriff-Moor, near Dumblain, the rebels, who amounted to 9:00 men, under the command of the earl of Mar. A bloody battle was fought, and both fides claimed vidtory. This much is certain, that the left wing of both armies was defeated. The right of the duke’s foon routed the left of the rebels; but, while his grace was purfuing them, the right of the rebels charged the left of the duke’s with inch impetuofity, that they advanced to the very muzales of the mufkets; and pufhing afide the bayonets with their targets, and falling on furioufly with their 
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broad fivords, they committed fuch terrible {laughter among the king’s forces, that thefe laft, being confound- ed and terrified at this ftrange and defperate manner of fighting, were inflantly put to flight. Jpon the whole, however, it appeared that the Icing’s army had the ad- vantage, as the earl of Mar, immediately after the battle* retired with his forces to Perth. In this adlion the rebels loft about 800 men in killed and wounded, belides great numbers who were taken prifbners. The lofs of the king’s army did not amount to above 500 men. A little before this battle, lord Lovat difpoflefled the rebels of In- 'vemefs. This nobleman had hitherto appeared in the in- tereft of the pretender, though he now declared for the government; and he afterwards joinedthe rebellion in 1745, when, being taken prifoner, he was executed on Tower* hill. It is likewife to be obferved, that an attempt had been made to furprife the caftle of Edinburgh, but the de- fign mifcarried. What was the iffue of the rebellion in England? A. Mr. Fojler, being joined by the earl of Derwent^ water, and ieveral Englijh gentlemen, and by the earl of Widdrington, with a fmall body of forces from Scot- land, proclaimed the Pretender at Morpt th, Hexham, &c. in the beginning of Odlober. He then marched to Prejlon, where on the 13th of November he was attacked by the king’s forces, under the generals Carpenter and V/ills. His majefty’s troops were, at firft,, very much galled by the fhot from the windows; but general Carpenter threatening to fet fire to the town, the rebels furrendered at difcretion. Of the king’s forces about 1 30 were (lain ; how many of the rebels is uncertain. About 1400 of them were taken prifbners ; among whom were general Forjler, the earl of Derwentwater, lord Widdrington, with 75 Englijh gentlemen ; the earls of Nithi/dale, Wintoun, and Carnwatb; vifcount Kenmure, and other Scotch no- blemen and gentlemen, amounting in all to about 143. Did not the Pretender arrive in Scotland ? A. Yes, on the 22d of December, about five weeks after the battle of Sheriff-moor, by which all his hopes were blafted. This circumftance, however, was carefully concealed from his partifans, who were made to believe, that 
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that he would Toon be able to retrieve his affairs. On the 5 th of January 1716, he entered Dundee on horfe- back, having the earl of Mar on his right-hand, and the earl of Marefchal on his left, and attended by about 300 gentlemen. On the 9th of the fame month, he made his public entry into Perth, and retired in the evening to the palace of Scone, the place where the Scottijh kings were anciently wont to be crowned. Here he began to eltablilh a regular council, and to perform feveral afts of Hate. He publilhed fix different proclamations; one, for a gene- ral thankfgiving, on account of his fafe arrival ; another, for praying for him in churches ; a third, for the currency of all foreign coins; a fourth, for fummoning a convention of the eftates; a fifth, ordering all fencible men to repair to his ftandard ; and a fixth, appointing his coronation on the 23d of January. He afterwards conferred various de- grees of honour, and received addreffes from the epifco- pal clergy and laity. He continued, for fome time, to exercife other afts of royalty ; till hearing that the duke of dr gyle, who had lately been reinforced by 6000 Dutch, was advancing againft him, he fuddenly quitted Perth, and proceeding firft to Dundee, then to Montrofe, he em- barked, February 13, on board 2. French ftny, accompanied by the earls of Mar and Melfcrt, lord Drummond, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Sheldon, and others; and fetting off with a fair wind, arrived fafe, about five days after, at Gravelins in France. The deluded rebels, being thus defected by their leaders, difperfed immediately, and returned to their feveral habitations ; fome fubmitted to the king’s mercy, and others were taken prifoners. The Pretender, during his flay in Scotland, did not once attend the Proteflant worfhip. What became of the rebels who were taken pri- foners ? A. They were brought to London, and imprifoned in the Tower, Newgate, and the Fleet. Among thefe were Forfter, their general, the earls MDerwentwater,Nithifdale, Carnwath, and Wir.toun ; vifcount Kenmure, and the lords Widdringtcn and Nairne. 1’hofe of the inferior fort were pinioned at Barnet; and their horfes being led by foot foidiers, they proceeded, in that manner, to their re- fpedlive 
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fpettive prifons. On the 10th of January 1716, the im- peached lords were brought frofn the Tower to Wejiminfler- hall, where earl Cowper prefided as lord high-fteward on that folemn occafion. They all pleaded guilty, and re- ceived fentence of death, except the earl of JVintoun, who petitioned for a longer time to prepare for his trial. Lord Nitbifdale efcaped, in woman’s apparel, the night before the execution. The lords Derwentwater and Kett~ mure were beheaded on Tower-hill, February 24. Both of them died with great compofure : the former profefled himfelf a Roman Catholic ; the latter a member of the church of England. The earl of Wintoun was tried March 13, and, at laft, found guilty ; but he made his efcape Out of the Tower. Carnwath, Widdrington, and Kairne, were reprieved, and received the benefit of the aft of grace, which was afterwards paffed. What punifiiments were inflifted upon the other rebels ? A. General Fojler, brigadier Mackintojh, and a few more, efcaped out of Newgate. The gaoler was tried for his negligence, but acquitted. Some were executed in Lancajhire, eleven at Prejlon, fix at Wigan, and five at Manchejler. Colonel Oxburgh, Mr. Gafcoigne, William Paul, a clergyman, and Mr. Hall, who had been a juftice of peace, were executed at Tyburn. In a word, great numbers were found guilty, of whom fome were tranf- ported, and others reprieved : fome were tried and ac- quitted ; and thofe who remained untried, had the be- nefit of the aft of indemnity. But the earls of Mar and Linlithgow, the marquis of Tullibardine, and lord John Drummond, were attainted by parliament. ^ What was done in parliament in 1716, befides at- tainting thefe noblemen ? A. A bill pafled, May 7, for difcontinuing triennial, and eftablilhing feptennial parliaments. Triennial parli- aments had fubfifted ever fince the fixth year of king Wil- liam and queen Mary. What were the detached events of 1715, and 1716 ? A. On the 22d oi April 1715, happened the famous eclipfe of the fun, when the liars appeared. About the fame 
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fame time died bifllop Burnet, the marquis of Wharton, and the earl of HaUifax, all of them men of diftinguilhed abilities. The fecond left a fon, who afterwards became a duke, and was a nobleman of great wit and fpirit; but having, by his extravagance, impaired his fortune, he firft engaged in an oppofition to the court, and afterwards efpoufed the caufe of the Pretender. Soon after he retired to Madrid, where having, one day as he was riding in a coach, received a letter from his fovereign, commanding his return home, he threw it into the ilreet, without deigning to open it. He died in Spain, The clofe of the year 1715, and the beginning of the next, were remar- able for a mod fevere froft. The Thames was quite froze over, and whole oxen were roaRed upon it. On the 21 ft of September 1715, were executed at the end of Salijbury- court in Fleeet-Jireet, five rioters, being part of a mob, who had endeavoured to pull down the mug-houfe in that court. Thefe mug houfes were fo called from the veffel in which the liquor was fold. There were feveraP of them in the city and fuburbs, and all of them frequented by perfons, who had .formed themfelves into clubs or focieties, and were extremely zealous for the Hanover fucceflion. His majefly vilited his German dominions this fummer, wlien a triple alliance was concluded between Great~ Britain, France, and Holland. The fpirit of difafiedtion being very prevalent at this period, guards were pofted in feveral parts of the city to prevenc the wearing of white rofes om the toth of June \ and one Borden, a printer, was {hot in Heve gate-jlreet, by a foot foldier, for his infolence. December 4, above 150 houfes were burnt ncctr Limehoufe-bridge. Two days after, the prince of Wales,, being at Drury-lane play-houfe, one of the guards, who attended him, was fiiot with a piflol in the fhoulder (though the wound did not prove mortal) by one Mr. Freeman, who appeared to be a lunatic. Upon being fearched, however, he was found to have two or three other loaded piftols about him, and was fufn pedled of having a defign on the prince’s life. ^ What were the moR remarkable events of 1.717. ? A. England was threatened with at), invafion front Swedi-tf, the reafon of which was faid to be as follows,. 
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The Danes having conquered the dutchies of Bremen and Ver- din from the Swedes, king George had purchafed thefe two provinces from the former. Charles XII. of Sweden, pro- voked at this circumftance, refolved to make a defcent upon England, and by the affiftance of the Jacobites, to eftabliflt the pretender upon the throne of that kingdom. For this purpofe, Baron Gortx, his favourite minHter, and his refi- dent in Holland, began to purchafe arms, and make other neceflary preparations. But the plot being difcovered, Gortz. was feizeJ, at the inftance of Mr. Leatbes, the Rritijb envoy at the Hague ; and, about the fame time, count Gyllen- burg, the Swedijh ambaflador at the EngUjh court, was like- wife taken into cuitody. The other foreign minifters at London complained of this ftep, as a manifeit breach of the law of nations; but they feemed fatisfied, when they were told, that they fhould foon be informed of the reafons for taking fo extraordinary a meafure. Soon after, a bill was paffed for prohibiting all commerce with Sweden ; and a fquadron of twenty-one Britijb fhips of the line, befides frigates and firefhips, was fent to the Baltic, in order to ob- ferve the motions of the Swedes. The king of Sweden4, being thus difappointed in his defigns, endeavoured to makd a peace with his Britannic majefty ; and this was at laft ac- complifhed by the mediation of the duke of Orleans, regent of France, who, for the greater fatisfa<flion of the Britijb court, obliged the pretender to quit Avignon, and retire beyond the Alps. What were the chief tranfaftions in parliament this year ? A. A warm debate arofe in the Houfe of Commons, in confequence of a meffage from his majefty, demanding an extraordinary fupply, for concluding feme alliances, with- out informing the houfe of the particulars. Many of the courtiers declared againft this method, as being altogether unparliamentary and unprecedented. Several changes were immediately made in the miniftry; and at laft it was re- folved, though only by a •majority of four voices, that a fum, not exceeding 250,000 /. fhould be granted to the king, “ for enabling him to make good fuch engagements with other princes and Hates, as might prevent the prefent danger from Sweden, &c.” The earl of Oxford, who had no 
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now remained a prifoner almoft two years in the Tower* hearing of the divifions which prevailed among the miniflry> refolved to take advantage of that favourable circumftance. With this view he petitioned for his trial; and a day was accordingly appointed for the purpofe. On the 24th of June, 1717, he was brought, by water, to U/?fiminfter-hall, where earl Cowper prefidcd as lord high-fteward on the oc- cafion. A violent difpute arofe between the two houfes with regard to their refpeftive privileges. The Commons refuRd to carry on the profecution : the lords determined to proceed with the trial. The earl of Oxford's accufers were fummoned to come forth; but no one appeared. His lord (hip was therefore acquitted by the unanimous con- fent of his peers. Neverthelefs, at the requeft of the Eoufe of Commons, he was excepted out of the aft of indem- nity, together with Simon, lord H&rcourt, Matthew Prior, Thomas Harley, Arthur Moore, and a few others. The duke of Ormond and lord Bolingbroke had already been attainted. In the courfe of this feffion Mr. Sbippen, a member of par- liament, was committed to the Tower, for faying, “ that the “ fecond paragraph in his majefty’s fpeech feemed rather cal- culated for the meridian of Germany than of Great-Britain ; “ and that it was a great misfortune that the king was a “ ftranger to our language and conllitutions.” <2^ What pafied in the convocation f A. The lower houfe drew up, by their committee, a reprefentation againft certain tenets advanced by Dr. Benjamin Hoadley, bifhop of Bangor, in a work of his, intitled, A Prejervative againft the Principles and Prac- tices of the Nonjurors; and in a fermon, preached before the king, intided. The Nature of the Kingdom of Chrift, Jhewing it not to be of this World. The difpute was carried on with great vehemence both within and without doors ; in print, as well as in converfation. The committee cenfured both thefe works; but his majefty, in order to allay the animoftty of the parties, prorogued the convocation. The meeting of the convocation has been put off ever fince by •fuccellive prorogations; nor has it ever been allowed to fit to do any bufinefs. ^ What were the detached events of this year ? 

A. 
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A. Some drummers, belonging to the guards, were im- prifoned in the Marjhalfea, for beating a point of war be- fore the earl of Oxford's houfe, and congratulating him upon the recovery of his liberty. On the 2d of November the princefs of fVales was delivered of a prince, who was chriftened by the name of George-William, but died in the month of February following. The choofingof fponfors at the baptifm of this prince occafioned a mifunderftanding between the king and the prince of Wales; in confequence of which, the latter was ordered to depart from St. James's. Accordingly his royal highnefs, and his confort, went and refided at the earl of Grantham's in Arlington-Street, and afterwards removed to Leieejler-Houfe ; but the children con- tinued at St. James's. During the divifions in the royal family, the perfons in the fervice of the king, and thofe in that of the prince, were not fufFered to vifit each other. His majefty afterwards, whenever he went abroad, intruded the government in the hands of a regency. This year the fmking-fund was eftablifhed, and guineas were reduced to twenty-one Ihillings. The earl of Peterborough was feized at Bologna, upon a groundlefs fufpicion of his having come thither with a defign againft the life of the pretender; but he was foon fet at liberty ; and received fatisfadlion for this infult upon his honour. What happened in 1718 ? A. In April, earl Conuper refigned the great-feal, which was given to Thomas, lord Parker, afterwards earl of Macclesfeld. About the fame time, feveral other changes were made in thi miniftry. On the 2 2d of June, was figned, at London, the quadruple alliance, between the emperor, Great-Britain, France, and Holland. The defign of this treaty was to re-eftablilh the tranquillity of Europe, which had been difturbed lad year by the king of Spain's invading the ifland of Sardinia. A little before this, ano- ther convention had been made between his Britannic ma- ^efty and the regent of France, for fettling the terms of peace between the emperor and the king of Spain, as alfo between the emperor and the king of Sicily (duke of Savoy) afterwards king of Sardinia Mean while the Spaniards, having fitted out a ftrong armament for the conqueft of Sicily, made a defcent.in July upon that illand, and foon 
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reduced a great number of places ; but while they were employed in the ftege of Meffina, the capital of the ifland, the Britijb fleet, under Sir George Byng, attacking that of Spain off cape PaJJa.ro, July 31, obtained over it a com- plete vidtory. In a little time after, the king of Sicily acceded to the quadruple alliance. The Spaniards complained loudly of this breach of faith (as they ca'led it) in (he Britijb court; but it was retorted upon them, that, by the inva- fion of Sicily, they themfelves had violated the treaty of Utrecht, of which England was one of the guarantees. On the 16th of December, war was declared againll Spain. Q What were the more private incidents of this year ? A. On the 17th of March was hanged at Tyburn, for the murder of his footman, the marquis de Paleotti, an Italian nobleman, and brother to the dutchefs of Sbrpivjlury. Great interceflion was made for him ; but his character was fo ex- tremely bad, that the king refufed to grant him a pardon. At the fame place, and on the fame day, fuffered, for high-- treafon, one James Shepherd, a coach-maker’s apprentice. This fanatic, who was but eighteen years of age, had formed a defign to affaffmate the king ; which, in a letter to Mr. Leake, a nonjuring clergyman, he called “ Smiting the ufurper in his palace.” Mr. Leake informed againit him ; and he was immediately feized, and condemned to- death. So obftinate were his prejudices, that he triumphed in his fufferings. Mr. Edward Byffe, redtor of Porthbury in 
Somerfetjhire, was fentenced, by the court of King’s- Bench, to be twice pilloried, to pay a fine of 6001, to be impri- foned four years, and to find fureties for his good behavi- our during life. He had infolently affirmed, “ that king “ George was an ufurper; and that we had had neither “ king, parliament, nor laws, thefe thirty years,” 4J. What were the principal occurrences of 1719? A. In the courfe of this feffion the occafional conformity and fehifm bills were repealed; and great debates arofe concerning the bill for limiting the peerage. This bill was begun in the Houfe of Lords. The purport of it was, that the number of Englijh peers (hould not .be enlarged be- yond fix above the prefent number ; and that, inltead of the fixteen eleftive Scottijh peers, tw’enty-five Ihould be 
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made hereditary. The fcheme, however, proved abortive. A bill was pafled for prohibiting the wearing of printed, painted, or ftained calicoes, &c. This bill was owing to the difturbances that were raifed by the journeymen-weavers in London, who, being reduced to great ftraits, for want of employment, tore off the calicoe-cloaths from the backs of the women. The parliament gave his majefty the llrongeil affurances of fupport and afliftance againft all the attempts of his foreign and domeftic enemies, A plan had been formed by cardinal Alberoni, the king of Spain’s prime- minifter, for an invafion of England, in favour of the pre- tender, who coming to Madrid, March z6, in one of his catholic majefty’s coaches, and attended by his life-guards, was received with all the honours that are ufually paid to a crowned head. The public funds fell feven or eight per cent, on this occafion. In order to guard againft the im- pending danger, a fleet was equipped, and troops were commanded to march to the weftern parts of England, where it was thought moft likely the enemy would endeavour to land. Porces were likewife fent for from Ireland and Hol- land ; and the regent of France, and the governor of the Auflrian Netherlands, caufed troops to be kept in readinefs, agreeable to treaty, to maintain the proteftant fucceflion. Thefe preparations, however prudent, were altogether un- neceffary. The Spanijh fleet, confiding of ten men of war, and about fifty tranfports, having-6ooo regular troops on board, under the command of the duke olOrmond, was totally difperfed by a violent ftorm near Cape-Finifterre. The marquis of Tullibardine, indeed, with the earls of Seaforth and Marefohal, and about 300 men, landed in April in Scotland, and affembled about aoco Highlanders. They made themfelves mafters of Donan-Caftk ; but were foon difpoffefled of it by captain Boyle', and general Wightman, coming up, drove them firftfrcm the pafs ofGlenjhiel, then from that of Gtracheh, and chacing them brilkly from rock to rock, obliged the rebels at laft to difperfe. The Spaniards furrendered themfelves prifoners of war. Tullibar- dine, Marefchal, znASeafortb, retired to the Orkney IJles, from whence they efcaped to France. In the month of Odlober lord Cobbans and admiral Mighels took the city of Figo j an acquifition, indeed, of every little importance. On the 
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the 6th of November, one John Mathew, a printer, in Little* Britain, a youth of about eighteen years of age, was executed for printing and publifhing a treafonable libel, imitled, Fox Populi, Vox Dei. The author of this pamphlet afierted, that the majority of the people being for a change of govern- ment, it was juft to attempt it, even upon Whig-principles. This year the king vifited his German dominions, and had an interview at Hanover with his PrvJJian majefty. During his ftay abroad, he exerted himfelf, with equal zeal and fuc- cefs, in favour of the proteftants of Poland, Lithuania, and the Palatinate. About the fame time, the Pretender married a daughterof prince Sobiejli, eldeft fon otjchn Sobtejhi, king qL Poland. 4?. What happened in 1720? H. The moft remarkable tranfaflion of this year, and in- deed of this whole reign, was the famous affair of the South-fea fcheme ; the nature of which was as follows. A plan had been formed for paying off the national debt, by reducing all the public funds into one. The bank of Eng- land and the South-Jea company delivered in their feveral propofals to the government, for effedling this purpofe. The two companies endeavoured to outbid each other ; but, at laft, the offers of the South-fea company were accepted. A bill accordingly was paffed in their favour; and, in the month of April, it received the royal affent. Upon this South- fea flock rofe furprifmgly, and the number of buyers in- creafed every day. Exchange Alley was filled with a confufed crowd of ftatefmen and mechanics, clergymen and officers, churchmen and diffenters, whigs, tories, phyficians, law- yers, and even multitudes of females. All other profeffions and employments were utterly neglefted; and the people’s attention wholly engroffed by this and other chimerical fchemes, which were known by the appellation of Bubbles. New companies ftarted up every day, under the direftion of feme of tne prime nobility. 1 he prince of Wales was de- cl .red governor of the Welch copper company : the duke of Chandos was placed at the head of the York building com- pany : the duke of Brid^ewattr formed a third, for building houfes in Louden and Wejiminfler. ‘ About an hundred fuch fchemes were proje&ed aud fet on foot, to the ruin of infi- nite numbers of families. They were afterwards, indeed, fupprefled 
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fupprefled by proclamation; but little regard was paid to this prohibition. The nation was fo tranfported with the fpirit of adventure, that people become a prey to the molt impudent impoitors. An obfcure projedtor, pretending to have formed a very advantageous fcheme, which, however, he did not think proper to explain, publilhed propofals for a fubfcription, in which he promifed, that, in one month, the particulars of his projedl (hould be difclofed. In the mean time, he declared, that every perfon, upon paying two guineas by way of earneft, (hould be intitled to the annual fum of one hundred pounds for every hundred which he chofe to fubferibe. In one forenoon, this undertaker received a thoufand of thefe fubferiptions; and, in the evening, fet out for another kingdom, leaving the fubferibers to carry on the projedt, in the bed manner they could. The enthu- fiafm of the public was carried to fuch a height, that South-fea flock, after riling gradually from ico to 890, advanced, in June, to torto. This projedt feems to have been borrowed from the famous Miffijippi- fcheme in France, invented by Mr. John Lanv, a Scotchman ; and it was attend- ed at laft with the fame fatal effedls. About the end of Au- guft, Soutb-fea flock began to fall, and funk, by Michaelmas day, to 150. The amazement of the fubferibers is hardly to be expreffed. Nothing was now heard but the ravings of grief, difappointment, and defpair. Public credit re- ceived a terrible (hock: the nation was thrown into a dan- gerous ferment: fuccelliveexprefTes were difpatched to Ha- nover, reprefenting to the king the ftate of affairs, and ear- neftly preffing him to haflen his return. He accordingly fhortened his intended flay in Germany, and arrived in Eng- land, November 11. It is computed that, by all thefe ini- quitous fchemes, the people were robbed of near a million and a half flerling. Nor were they only prejudicial to pub- lic and private credit : they likewife tended greatly to cor- rupt the morals of the nation ; for, at this time, there were feveral blafphemous affemblies, called Hell-fire clubs, for the fuppreffmg of which, an order of council was publifhed. ^ What was done in 1721 ? A. The affairs of the South fea company were of too inte- reiling a nature,' to leave room, in parliament, for almoft any other tranfaftipn. A motion being made, that the direc- 
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tors, &c. fliould immediately lay an account of their pro- ceedings before the hpufe of commons, a committee of thir- teen perfons was appointed to enquire into all matters relat- ing to the South-fca aft. Several perfons were examined by this committee ; and, among the reft, Mr. Robert Knight, the company’s treafurer, and Sir John Blunt, the original projeftorof this wicked fcheme. Knight thought proper to retire out of the kingdom, and carried off with him the fa- mous green book, containing the company’s fecrets; and, though a reward of 20001. was offered for feizing him, he could never be apprehended. He lived afterwards in great fplendour in France; and, being pardoned about twenty- three years after, was, for a paultry fum of money, fuffered to return to his native country, where he died. His fon was even created a peer by title of baron Luxlorough, in the kingdom of Inland. Notwithflanding the lofs of the green book, the committee informed the hotife of commons, “ that they had already difcovered a train of the deepeft “ villainy and fraud, that hell ever contrived to ruin a na- “ tion, which, in due time they would lay before, the “ houfe; and that, in the mean while, in order to enable “ them to make farther difcoveries, they judged it highly “ neceflary to fecure the perfons of feme of the principal “ direftors, as well as to feize their papers.” In confe- quence of this report, John Aijlabie, Efq; chancellor of the exchequer, and Sir George Ca/well, were expelled the houfe, and imprifoned in the Tower; and, in the month of July, an aft was paffed, “ to reftrain the “ fub-governor, direftors, &c. of the South-fea company, “ from going out of the kingdom for one year; for difeo- “ vering their effefts, and for incapacitating them from “ holding any office or place of truft, under his majefty, “ &c.” The parliament applied to the relief of the fufferers, the eftates of the deputy-governor, direftors, &c. allowing only to each fuch part of them as was judged pro- per. Thofe, who were fuppofed to be the moft innocent, had the largeft allowance. Sir Theodore JanJfen, in particular, had 50,0001. His eflateWas valued at 243,2441. A little before this, many hundreds of the proprietors of the ffiort annuities, &c, came, in a riotous manner, to the door of the 
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the houfe of commons, to demand juftice. The houfe was alarmed; thejuftices andconftables were ordered to attend, and proteft the members; and the proclamation again ft riots was twice read : upon which the petitioners dlfperfed, cry- ing ont aloud, “ that they firft picked their pockets, and “ then threatened to fend them to jail for complaining.” On the tothof Auguft, the bill pafled for reftoring the pub- lic credit, which was chiefly done by means of a fcneme pro- pofed by Robert Walpole^ Efq; for ingrafting nine millions of the South fea ftock into the bank of England, and the like fum into the Eajl-India company, on certain conditions. Then the parliament was prorogued, and foon after diflblv- ed ; and Mr. Walpole, as a reward of his fervices in this intricate and important affair, was again brought into full favour, was appointed chancellor of the exchequer, and firft commiffioner of the treafury, was afterwards created knight of the bath and of the garter, and continued prime minifter during the remainder of this reign, and the firft fifteen years of the next, when being obliged to refign, he obtained the title of earl of Orford. On the 15th of April, the princefs of Wales was delivered of a prince, who was chriftened by the name of William Augujlus, the late duke of Cumberland. About a twelvemonth before this, a reconciliation had been effefted in the royal family, chiefly by the mediation of the duke of DcrvonJhire and Mr. Walpole. The prince was al- lowed his guards as ufual, and they accordingly mounted at Leice/er-houfe. This year the praftice of inoculation for the fmall pox was introduced into England from Turky, and the experiment was tried, with fuccefs, on feven criminals in I Newgate-. About the fame time, the peace of the north was reftored by the conclufion of a treaty between RuJJia and Sweden. SK What were the principal tranfaflions of 1722 ? A. About 300 Eritijh fubjedls, who had been flaves in Morocco, were redeemed. Upon their arrival at London, they marched in proceflion through the city to St. Paul's, to return thanks to heaven for their deliverance ; and afterwards to St. yames's, to thank the king for his interpofition in their favour. His majefty gave them a bounty of 500 /. the prince of 150/. A dreadful plague having broke out at Marfeilles, a proclamation was publifhed, forbidding any perfon to come 
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into England, from any part of France, between the bay of Bi/cay and Dunkirk, without certificates of health. On the 16th of June died the great duke of Marlborough, one of the moft accomplilhed generals that ever lived. His body was interred with vaft funeral pomp in Wejlminjler Abbey. By his confort, Sarah, daughter to Richard Jennings, Efq; in the county of Hertford, he had one fon, named John, who d\t&. 3\ Cambridge, in 1703; and four daughters. On the 28th of Auguf, there happened, ax. Port-Royal in Jamaica, a moft dreadful hurricane, which did infinite damage to the town and Ihipping. This fummer his majefty, accompanied by the prince of Wales, made a progrefs through the wes- tern counties. He gave 20001. to the poor of SaliJLury, and 5001. to the workmen at Portfmouth. When did the parliament meet this year ? A. Oftober 9, this being the firft feffion of the fecond lep- tennial parliament. The two parties had exerted themfelves with great aftivity in influencing the eleftions; but the Whigs obtained a confiderable majority. The king, in his fpeech to both houfes, told them, that a frefh confpiracy had been formed againft his perfon and government, in favour of the pretender; upon which the habeas corpus ad was fuf- pended; the earl of Orrery, Dr. Atterlury, bifhop of Ro- chefer, the lords North and Grey, and the duke of Norfolk, were committed to the Tower for high-treafon. Soon after. Dr. Friend, John Plunkei, George Kelly, Dennis Kelly, and Chrifopher Layer, a counfellor at law, were likewife feized and imprifoned. All thefe, bilhop Atterlury, Layer, Plun- ket, and George Kelly, excepted, were admitted to bail, and difcharged. In the mean time, Stephen Neynoe, a clergy- man, one of the chief evidences agairift the prifoners, was drowned in the Thames, upon his endeavouring to efcape out of the meflenger’s houfe. What became of the confpirators ? A. Bijhop Alter bury was condemned to perpetual baniih- ment; George Kelly and Plunket to be imprifoned for life ; Layer to be hanged, drawn, and quartered ; and this pu- nifhment he accordingly fuffered axTyburn, May 17, 1723, his head being fixed up at Temple-bar. Q. What farther difcoveries were made with regard to this confpiracy f A. The 
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A. The committee appointed to enquire into the plot, re- ported it as their opinion, that feveral perfons of diftindtion at home, in conjundtion with traitors abroad, had formed a defign for placing the pretender upon the throne of thefe kingdoms: that, for effedting this purpofe, a body of foreign forces was to have been brought into the kingdom at the time of the late eledtions; but this projedt not fuc- ceeding, the confpirators refolved to make the attempt when his majefty, it was fuppofed, would be abfent in Hanover : that this fcheme being likewife difappointed, by the king’s putting off his journey, by the forming of a camp at Lon- don, by fending for troops from Ireland and Holland, and by the duke of Ormond's being hindered from coming over; the plotters determined to accomplifh their wicked purpofes by tampering with the officers and foldiers of the army, and endeavouring to debauch them from their allegiance to his majefty. What were the other incidents of 1723? A. In the month of February, the black aid was palled, for preventing the pradtices of certain perfons, who ufed to go armed and difguifed', with their faces blackened, into feveral forefts, where they killed vaft quantities of deer, and committed other outrages. This crime was made capital. A lottery had been eftablilhed at Harburgh, in his majefty’s German dominions, for opening a trade for the woollen ma- nufadture between Great-Britain and Germany. This lottery was now declared by the commons to be an infamous and fcandalous undertaking. On the 2 2d of February was bom the princefs Mary, afterwards married to the prince of HeJJe. An adt paffed for fuppreffing the pretended privi- leges of that fcandalous place, the Mint, in Southwark, where great numbers of debtors had taken fandluary. The earl of Harold, only fon to the duke of Kent, was killed by the beards of an ear of barley flicking in his throat. This year died the duke of Orleans, regent o{ France. About the fame time the Proteftants in that kingdom were expofed to a fevere perfecution. Many of the preachers were hanged, and their hearers fent to the gallies. On the 12th of Sep- tember, about feven miles from Calais, four Englijhmen were murdered by robbers, two of whom were afterwards apprehended and broke upon the wheel. Wood's half- 
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pence railed great difturbances in Ireland ; and lord Boling- broke, having obtained a pardon, returned to his native country. What was done in 1724? A. Foreign minifters, peers, and members of parliament, were deprived of the privilege of granting written protec- tions. Peers, however, have ftill a power of protefting their own fervants. The fum of 1,407,2801. was raifed by the fale of the forfeited eftates of the late Seuth-fea direftors, and 62,236!. by that of the forfeited eftates in Scotland. In May, the king inftituted a profeflbrftiip for the modern languages in both univerfities. Mr. Harris was nominated for that of Cambridge, Mr. Gregory for that of Oxford. Each of them had a falary of 400!. per annum. They were oblig- ed to maintain two teachers in either univerlity, where twenty pupils in each were to be inftru&ed gratis. The eftablilhment of the army was fixed at 18264 effe&fve men. The land-tax was two Ihillings in the pound. The 21ft of May died, Robert Harley, earl of Oxford and earl Mortimer ; as did likewife the 15th of the next month, the noted Dr. Sacheverel. November 16, was executed, at Tyburn, John Shepherd, a notorious felon, who had feveral times broke out of Newgate, in a moft furprizing manner. December 5 was born the princefs Louifa, late queen of Denmark. This year Philip V. king of Spain, refigned his crown, which, however, he afterwards refumed upon the death of his fon. What were the principal occurrences of 172; ? A. The trial of Thomas, earl of Mayclesfeld, lord high- chancellor of Great-Britain, and the reverfal of the attainder of the lord vifcount Bolingbroke. The lord chancellor re- figned the great-feal in the beginning of January, and was afterward^ impeached of high crimes and mifdemeanours, for receiving exorbitant fums from certain perfons admitted mailers in chancery, and admitting others of fmall fub-' fiance ; in confequence of which, the eft'efts of feveral fuitors in that court had been greatly embezzled. The earl being tried by his peers. May 6, was found guilty, fentenced to pay a fine of 30,0001. and be imprifoned in the Tower, till he Ihould pay that fum; which having done about fix weeks after, he was difcharged from his confinement. The abufes. 
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for which lord Macclesfield was tried, had long prevailed in the court of chancery, but had never been carried to fo enor- mous a height as under his lordfhip. He was fucceeded in the office of chancellor by lord King. May 31, the execu- tion of the law was fufpended with refpeft to lord Boling- broke's forfeitures, as the king’s pardon had fufpended it with refpedl to his life. This year his majefty revived the ancient and honourable order of knights of the bath. The duke of Montague was appointed grand-mafter ; and prince William received the ribbon of the order. The whole num- ber, including the fovereign, was thirty-eight. The ceremony of the inftallation was performed, June 17, with great folem- nity in Wefiminfier-Abbey. About this time, the levying the malt-tax caufed great difturbances in Scotland; particu- larly at Glafgow, where feveral of the rioters were killed : the clans in the Highlands were difarmed by Gen. Wade. In June, the king fet out for his German dominions, and re- turned to England the 9th of January following, when he met with a moll ftormy paflage. A young favage, bred in the woods of Hanover, who ufed to walk on his hands and feet like a brute, was prefented to his majelty. The Oftend company, eftablilhed under the emperor, gave great of- fence to the Englijh and Dutch; and produced the treaty of Hanover, or defenfive alliance, concluded September 3, be- tween the kings of Great Britain, France, and Prujfia. This treaty was defigned as a counterpoife to that of Vienna, con- cluded between the imperial and courts. ^ When did the parliament meet in 1726 ? A. On the 20th of January, when his majefty, after making a fpeech to both houfes, laid before them the trea- ties of Vienna and Hanover. Violent debates arofe concern- ing the latter treaty. The anti-courtiers alledged, that it would involve Great Britain in a war, merely for the de- fence of his majefty’s German dominions, contrary to the aft of fettlement. But to this it was anfwered, that the true meaning of that aft was not totally to deprive Hanover of all affiftance from the Britijh nation ; for, in that cafe, his ma- jefty, as eleftor o{Hanover, would be in a worfe condition after his acceffion to the throne of Great Britain, than he had been before it; but only toreftrain him from engaging this nation in a war, to fupport his foreign dominions without 
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the confent of his parliament, whofe bufinefs it was to de- termine whether fuch a war was neceflary or not. A mo- tion was therefore made to thank the king for commu- nicating the treaty of Hanover to his parliament; and to af- fure him, that they would eft equally fupport his majefty, in cafe any of bis dominions, not belonging to the Britijb crown, fhould be attacked. This motion was carried in the affirmative, by a majority of 285 againft 107 ; and the lords prefented an addrefs to the fame purpofe. What were the other tranfa&ions of this year ? Jl. The czar of Mufcovy dying the 28th of January, was fucceeded by his confort, the emprefs Catharine. This prin- cefs was ftrongly fufpedted of having formed a defign to de- throne the king of Sweden, as alfo to make fome attempt in favour of the pretender. The courts of Vienna and Madrid too were fuppofed to have concurred in this latter projeft. in order, therefore, to prevent the execution of thefe fchemes, three fquadrons were fitted out in England: one, to overawe the Ruffians; another, to alarm the coafts of Spain; and a third, to block up the plate-fleet in the IVeJi-Indies. The com- mand of the firll was given to Sir Charles Wager; the con- dudt of the fecond to Sir John Jennings', and that of the third to admiral Hofier. Sir Charles failed firft to Copenha- gen, where he was moft gracioufly received by the king of Denmark. He afterwards proceeded to Stockholm, where he met with a like favourable reception from his Swedijh ma- jefty. He then dire&ed his courfe to the ifland of Nargen, about three leagues from Revel, whence he difpatched an ex- poftulatory letter from his mafter to the Czarina, in which his majefty told her, that he was fully apprized of the de- figns ihe had formed, and had fent a fleet into thofe feas, in order to prevent her from carrying them into execution. The emprefs, finding her fchemes difconcerted, affe&ed to difavow her intentions; and Sir Charles Wager, having re- mained near Revel till the month of Oflober, returned with his fquadron to England. The other two admirals executed their commiffion with the fame vigour and fuccefs. ^ What happened in 1727? A. The parliament aflembling on the 17th of January, his majefty, in his fpeech to both houfes, obferved, that the fudden and unaccountable conjunflion between the emperor and 
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i and the king of Spain threatened the general liberties of Europe: that thefe two powers had formed a defign to place the pretender upon the throne of this kingdom; and that the latter, in particular, had drawn together a great num- ber of troops in the neighbourhood of Gibraltar, as if he intended to befiege that fortrefs; but that, it was his opi- nion, this armament was made merely with a defign to amufe the world, and to difguife the projefted invafion in favour of the pretender. Addrefifes of thanks were prefented by both houfes, who promifed to fupport his majefty with the utmoft vigour againft all his enemies, whether foreign or domeftic. Twenty thoufand failors were voted for the fervice of the year ; the army was augmented to 26,383 men; and the land-tax was raifed to four ihillings in the pound. 4>. What effedl had thefe vigorous meafures upon the courts of Vienna and Madrid ? A. The emperor pretended to take fo much offence at certain expreffions, in his majefty’s fpeech, that he ordered count Palm, his minilter at London, to prefent a bold me- morial to the king on that fubjedl; .and this, with a letter Hill more infolent from count Zhiocendorff to the faid count Palm, being afterwards publifhed, his majefty was fo highly provoked, that he refufed to acknowledge count Palm any longer as a public minifter, and commanded him imme- diately to leave the kingdom. The two houfes likewife joined in an addrefs to his majefty, exprefling their indig- nation at the affront that had been offered him; and affuring him, in the moft folemn manner, that this audacious me- thod of appealing to the people from their fovereign, and turning a memorial into a feditious libel, was a proceeding that excited in them the utmoft abhorrence and detefta- tion. ̂ What elfe was done in parliament this feflion ? A. While the commons were employed in debating on the malt-bill, a motion was made by the fecretary of the treafury, that a claufe of appropriation fhould be received, impowering the king to apply fuch firms as fhould be found neceflary for defraying all the expences and engagements, that had been, or fhould be contrafted before the 25th of December next; in concerting fuch meafures, as might bed P 4 fecure 
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fecure the trade and navigation of this kingdom, and pre- ferve the general tranquillity of Europe. In fupport of this motion, it was alledged, that his tnajefty was fo unwilling to put his fubjefls to any extraordinary expence, that he had demanded no more than was abfolutely neceflary for | the current fervice of the year: but, in the prefent pollute of affairs, fome unforefeen accidents might happen, that j might require a farther expence, for which no eftimate | could now be given in ; the rather, as certain treaties, which ] his majelly had begun to negociate, were not yet com- ; pleated. To this it was anfwered, that this method of * a iking and granting fupplies, without an eftimate, was un- j parliamentary ; that if any unexpeded emergency fhould ; require a farther fupply, fuch fupply might be granted in the j ufual manner, with lefs inconvenience, and with lefs danger ; of mifapplication, than by fuch a delegation of an almoil didatorial authority to the minifters ; that fuch unlimited power ought never to be given in a free government, except upon occaftons of evident neceflity, and when the very be- i ing of the commonwealth was in danger ; that the de- | parting from the common forms would infenfibly render 1 parliaments ufelefs, and would tend, in time, to lodge in the crown, and in the minifters, an abfolute power of raiftng money upon the people, which, by our wife conftitution, is, and with fafety can only be, lodged in the whole legifla- ture. The motion, however, was carried by 225 voices againft 109. When was this feflion of parliament finifhed ? 4. May 15, when his majefty, after giving the royal aflent to feveral bills, made a fpeech to both houfes, in | which he informed them, Gibraltar was befieged ; that 1 
the crown of Sweden had acceded to the treaty of Hanover ; and that a convention was aftually figned between Great- Britain, France, and Dentnark. In order to fupport Sweden in her new alliance, a Britijh fleet was fent into the Baltick, under the command of Sir John Norris; and the czarina dying on the 17th of May, an end was put to all the war- like preparations of the Ruffians. The jealoufy between the Britijh and the Spamfn courts was about this time con- fiderably heightened, by the later’s feizing the duke de Ripperda, late prime-minifter of Spain, w ho, upon his be- ing 
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ing difgraced, had taken refuge in the Britijh ambaflador’s houfe at Madrid. Though Gibraltar was vigoroufly be- fieged by an army of 20,000 men ; yet the garrifon, headed by their governor, the old earl of Portmore, made fo gallant a defence, that they fet the enemy at defiance ; and the fiege was raifed by an amicable treaty, the preliminaries x>f which were figned at Madrid, about eight months after the king’s death. March 20, died that great mathematician and natural philofopher Sir Ifaac Newton, the giory of his age and nation. He was mailer of the Mint, and prendent of the Royal Society. What happened after this ? A. As the king had not vifited his German dominions for upwards of two years, he refolved to embrace the prefen; opportunity of enjoying that pleafure. Accordingly, hav- ing appointed a regency, he embarked at Greenwich on Saturday xhz 3d of June 1727, accompanied by the earl of IJlay and lord Townjhend. On the 7th he landed at Vaert in Holland, where he lay that night. Next day he proceeded on his journey to Hanover-, and, on the 9th of June, be- tween ten and eleven at night, arrived at Delden, in all ap- pearance in perfeft health. He fupped there very heartily, and eat an orange, but no melon, as was reported; and, having relied very well that night, fet out from Delden a- bout four next morning. Between eight and nine he or- dered the coach to llop,. and perceiving, that one of his hands hung motionlefs, faid, “ I cannot move this hand.” Monfieur Fabrice, who fat with him in the coach, rubbed it with both his, but to no effefl; upon which he called the furgeon, who followed on horieback, and who rubbed it with fpirits. In the mean time, the king’s eyes began to flare, his mouth to be dillorted, and his tongue to fwell, fo that he was deprived of the faculty of fpeech. He was inllantly feized with a fit of the palfy; and, though recovered a little by opening a vein, he icon after became lethargic, and was carried, in a Hate of infenfibility, to the palace of his brother the duke of York, in Ofnaburg; where, about one next morning, June 11, 1727, he expired in thefixty- eighth year of his age, and the thirteenth of his reign. His body being wrapped in lead, was conveyed to Hanover> and interred among his ancetlors. 
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What is the chara&er of this prince ? George I. was plain and fimple in his perfon and ad- drefs; grave and coropofed in his deportment, though eafy, familiar, and facetious, in his hours of relaxation. He had given a proof of his talents for government, before his arrival in this kingdom. Naturally inclined to juftice and equity, though he was abfolute and defpotic in his heredi- tary dominions, he ruled them with all the lenity and mo- deration of a limited monarch. He confidered civil and religious liberty as the unalienable right of mankind ; and therefore he indulged it to a people, who pleaded no other claim to it, than the known goodnefs and humanity of his temper. Pofl'elTed of thefe noble and generous fentiments, though his acceffion to the Britijb throne enlarged his fphere of a&ion, it did not alter his plan of conduft. That was uniformly and invariably the fame, both before and after his advancement to that high dignity. In a word, it may he affirmed, that no prince was ever better qualified to fway the fceptre over a free people; nor any, who ever exercifed virtues of a great and good governour with more diftin- guilhed ability or more uninterrupted fnccefs. Was king George I. ever married ? 

A. Yes, to Sophia Dorothea, who died Ncvemher 2, 1726, in the callle of Ahlen, in the eleftorate of Brunfvoicky where Ihe had been confined many years. She was daughter and heirefs to the duke of Zell; was born in 1666, and married in 1681. She bore to the king one fon, named George, after- wards George II. of Great-Britain ; and a daughter, called Dorothea Sophia, the late queen dowager of PruJJia, born 
in 1687. <£. Who were the moft eminent writers that flourilhed in Great-Britain fince the revolution ? A. Atterbury, Clarke, and Whifion, able divines : Locke, well known for his Eflay on Human Underftanding: Shaft/- bury, author of an elegant fyftem of moral philofophy : Cud-worth and Berkley, ingenious metaphyficians : Wallis, Halley, Flamfead, profound mathematicians and aftrono- mers : Friend and Mead, learned phyficians : Steele and Addifon ; the former the author of feveral comedies; the latter, of the tragedy of Cato ; and both of them diflin- guiflied for their excellent papers in the Speffator, Guardian, 
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and Tatltr: Swift, noted for his fatirical writings, both Sin poetry and profe : Congreve, Vanburgh, Farqubar, and Rowe, dramatic authors; the other mod celebrated poets Q were Philips, Prior, Pope, Parnel, Garth, and Gay. Bent- S ley acquired a good lhare of fame by his criticifms and com- n mentaries, and particularly by his fermons at Boyle’s lec- st tures. The molt remarkable political writers were Boling- k broke, Dawn ant, Hare, and Trenchard. 

CHAP. XLIX. 
George II. I/11 King of England;, 

And Eighth of Great-Britain. 
From 1727 to 1760. 

Popes. Benedict XIII. *723 Clement XII. *73° Benedict XIV. 1740 Clement XIII. *758 Emperors. Charles VI. 1711 Charles VII. 1740 Francis Stephen 1745 King of France. Lewis XV. 171-5 Kings of Spain. Philip V. 1701 

Ferdinand *746 Charles Ilf. *759 
Kings of Portugal. John V. 170S Joseph 175Q1 

Kings of Denmark. Frederic IV. 1699 Christian VL 1730 Frederic V. 1746 
Kings of Sweden. Frederic 172® Adolphus Frederic 175 B 

^ T T 7 H O fucceeded king George I ? 
VV A- His only foil, George II. who afcendedJ the throne in 1727, beiag then forty-three years of age. The ceremony of the coronation was performed on the I ith of Oilober. ^ What were the firft a£ts of his reign ? A. On the 14th of June, his majefty declared in councif^ that he was firmly determined to maintain the religion* 
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laws, and liberties of his kingdom, and to adhere to the alliances, which his father had con traded. The parliament meeting on the 27th of the fame month, the Commons unanimoufly refolved to grant to his majelly the fame civil lift, viz. 700,000 4 fer annum, which the late king had enjoyed. In a few days after, a provifion was made, by- parliament, for her ipajefty, queen Caroline, in cafe of her furviving the king, viz. 100,000 4 per annum, together with the palace of Somerfet-Houfe, and the lodge and lands of Richmond Old-Park. About the fame time, the king was pleafed to accept the governorfhip of the South-Sea com- pany. The public bufinefs being linifhed, the parliament was diffolved by proclamation the 7 th of Augujl, and a new one fummoned. What was done next ? A. His majefty proceeded to fettle his miniftry, his coun- cil, and his houfhold. The duke of Nenvcajlle, and lord 'Tonvnjhend, were continued fecretaries of ftate. Mr. Pel- ham was appointed fecretary of war ; the duke of Rutland, chancellor of the dutchy of Lancajler; lord Torrington, firft lord of the Admiralty; the earl of Cbejltrjield, ambalfador to the States-General; and lord Carteret, lord lieutenant of Ireland. Sir Robert Walpole, who was in no lefs favour with the prefent king than he had been with the late fo- vereign, retained the office of chancellor of the Exchequer, and firft lord of the Treafury ; and, by the union of thefe two great pofts in his perfon, he was confidered asprime- ininifter. The charafter of this gentleman has been drawn by party-writers, in very different and evenoppofite colours. His enemies have treated him with the utmoft feverity ; his friends have defended him with no lefs zeal. The former accufe him of the moft barefaced corruption; the latter extol his adminiftration, as worthy of the higheft praife. He polfeffed what is efteemed a competent lhare of learning for a man of fortune ; but cultivated it no farther than as he thought it might be ufeful to him as a minifter. As a fpeaker in parliament, he was fenfible, judicious, and fo extremely difpaffionate, that nothing could put him out of humour. He anfwered the moft better inveftives of his enemies with the greateft temper and moderation imagina- ble. He fpoke, perhaps, too frequently and too long for a 
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a perfon of his diilinftion ; but this might be owing to his thorough knowledge of bufinefs, which none of his friends, he believed, could fo well explain. On the Lord-Mayor’s- Day, their majefties honoured, with their prefence, the en- tertainment made on that occafion. What were the tranfaftions of 1728? A. The new parliament meeting on the 23d of January, the commons chofe for their fpeaker, Arthur Onflow, Efq; knight of the fhire for Surrey, a gentleman of diftinguilhed 
abilities and incorrigible integrity, grave, eloquent, venerable, and every way qualified for the difcharge of that important office; which he continued to enjoy till the 18th of March, 1761, when he refigned the chair, after having received from the houfe the moll honourable teftimony of their fatisfattion with his conduft. His majefty, in his fpeech, exprefied his hopes, that he fhould be able to reftore the tranquillity of Europe. Loyal and affeflionate addrefies were prefented by both houfes. The land forces were fixed at 22,955 men > the number of feamen at 15,000. A fubfidy of 230,923 /. was granted to the prince of Hefle-Caflel; ong of 50,0001. to the king of Sweden; and 25,000/. to the duke of Brunf- nvick Wolfembattle, with whom his majefty had lately con- cluded a treaty. The whole fupply amounted to about four millions. The land tax was three fhillings in the pound. On the 28th of May his majefty put an end to the felfion. What were the other events of this year ? A. On the 19th of June a congrefs was opened alSoiflons for reconciling the jarring interefts of the different princes of Europe ; but, after long debates, the conferences broke up, without producing any effcft. About this time the pro- teftant intereft in Germany fuftained a confiderable lofs by the death of his royal highnefs, Ernefl Auguflus, bifhop of Ofnahurg, duke of York and Albany, and brother to king George 1. He died on the third of Auguft, and was fuc- ceded by the eleftor of Cologn. December the 4th, his ma- jefty’s eldeft fon, prince Frederic, arrived in England from Hanover, where he had hitherto refided ; was introduced into the privy-council, and created prince of Wales. Signor Como, the duke of Parma's refident at London, was ordered 

to quit the kingdom, becaufe his mailer had invited the pretender 
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pretender into his dominions, and paid him the honours and diftindUons due to the king of Great-Britain. The Spaniard! had long committed the moft cruel depredations upon the Britijb Slipping ; and thefe barbarities they ftill continued to exercife, particularly in the Weft-Indies, where was an Englijb fquadron under the command of vice-admiral Hojter. The queen of Spain, who expedted to recover Gibral- tar and Portmahon, and procure a fettlement for her fon in Italy, feemed cold and indifferent with regard to a pacifica- tion with England: fhe had renewed a good underftanding with France, and now ftrengthened her intereft by a double- marriage between the royal houfes of Spain and Portugal ig. What happened in >729 ? A. The parliament met the 21 ft of January, when the king made a fpeech to both houfes, in which he feemed defirous of avoiding a war. Warm debates arofe in the lower houfe, with regard to fome words in the addrefs to his majefty t the courtiers propofed this expreffion; “ tO' fecure the commerce of the kingdom the anti-courtiers infilled on this phrafe; “ to reltore the commerce of the kingdom but, after a long difpute, it was carried in favour of the miniftry. The government, it was thought, was ra- ther too averfe to engage in a war» The depredations of the Spaniards in America were equally injurious, and dif- graceful; and at laft inflamed the nation to fuch a degree,, that the merchants of London, Briftol, and Liverpool, pre- fented petitions to parliament on the fubjedL In confe- quence of thefe complaints, the commons addrefled the king, humbly befeeching him to ufe his endeavours to ob- tain fatisfadlion to the unhappy fufFerers; and his majefty aflured them, he would comply with their requeft. What elfe was done in this feflion of parliament ? A. An enquiry was made by a committee of the lower houfe (chiefly at the inftance of general Oglethorpe) into the ftate of the public gaols; and from this it appeared, that great cruelties had been exercifed on the prifoners, particu- larly on Sir William Rich, baronet, who was found in the Fleet-Prifon loaded with irons, by order of the warden. For thefe, and the like barbarities, Thomas Bambridge, the then adling warden, John Huggins, the late one, and feve- xal of their accomplices were committed to Newgate ; and 
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a bill was brought in, for regulating the Tleet-Prifon. As the immoderate ufe of gin or geneva made great havock among the common people, a duty of five {hillings per gallon, to the retailer, and twenty {hillings per annum for a licence to retail it, was impofed upon that commodity. 115000 /. were granted to make good the arrears of the civil lift \ and his majefty was enabled to purchafe of the lords proprietors of Carolina all their title and intereft in that province The feflion ended on the 14th of May, when his majefty declared his intention of vifiting his German dominions, and leaving the queen as regent. His defign in going to German), was to compromife fome differences, that had lately arifen between the regency of Hanover and the king of Prujfia. About this time the duke of Mecklenburgb was depofed by the emperor for his cruelty, tyranny, and oppreffion. What were the other incidents of this year ? A. On the 9th of November was concluded at Seville, a treaty between their Britannic, moft Chriftian, and Catholic majefties. The Britijb plenipotentiaries were colonel Stan- hope, afterwards earl of Harrington^ (a man of probity and of great political knowledge^ and Mr. Keene. By this treaty all former conventions between Great- Britain and Spain were confirmed: 6000 of his catholic majefty’s troops were to garrifon Leghern, Porto-Ferraro, Parma, and Placentia, in order to fecure the fucceflion of the infant Don Carlos to thefe Hates: every thing relating to the {hips and effefts, taken by fea on either fide, was to be amicably decided by commiflaries; and particularly the affair of the {hip Prince Frederic, ■ and her cargo. Such was the fub. ftance of this famous treaty, which, joined to other events that foon after happened, produced a confiderable change in the ftate of affairs in Europe. £>. What were the principal occurrences of 1730 ? A. The parliament meeting on the 13th of January, bis majefty informed them, that he had concluded an abfo- lute peace with Spain, and thereby prevented the calamities of war. Great exceptions were made to this treaty both within and without doors; but every queftion in parliament was carried in favour of the miniftry. The emperor was greatly offended at this treaty, and began to make pre- parations for war ; but, as he was in want of money, he fet 

013 
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on foot a negociation for a loan in England, of 400,000 1. This circumltance alarmed the miniltry, who imagined, that the money would be employed to difturb the repofe of Great Britain : they therefore brought in a bill, to prevent the fubjefts of England from lending any money to fo- reign powers, without the king’s licence for that purpofe. The eftablilhment of the army was at 17,709 men: the land tax was 2 s. in the pound. Pleafe to mention the other proceedings of this fef- fion. A. A penjion-bill was brought in, for difabling perfons from fitting in parliament, who enjoyed any place under the government, or received any penfion from his majefty. This bill pafled the lower houfe, but was rejetted in the upper. The charter of the Eaji-lndia company was re- newed and extended to the year 1766, notwithHanding the oppolition of feveral eminent merchants, who endeavoured to lay this branch of trade open. The falt-tax was re- duced ; and a molt excellent law made for the better regu- lation of juries. The feflion was linilhed on the 15 th of May. Great licentioufnefs prevailed at this time among all ranks of people, particularly among thofe of the lower clafs, who indulged themfelves in every kind «;f wicked nefs; and,among other methods of injuring their fellow-fubjetts, circulated incendiary letters, demanding Aims of money of certain individuals, on pain of reducing their houfes to alhes. This fpecies of villainy had never before been known in England. The Irijh were happy under the go- vernment of lord Carteret, and exerted themfelves, with equal diligence and fuccefs, in promoting the trade and ma- nufaftures of their country. In the courfe of this fummer, feven Indian chiefs were brought over to England. <£. What happened in the other kingdoms of Eunpe this year ? A. The young czar of Mitfcovy died, and was fucceeded on the throne by the princefs Anne Ivanmuna. The prince- royal of PruJJia attempting to efcape from his father, was brought back and confined; and Katt, his favourite, be- headed. The famous Vidor Amadeus, king of Sardinia, refigned his crown, which he would afterwards have re- fumcd> 
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famed, had he not been prevented by his fon. The grand lignor, AchmettVj&s dethroned and imprifoned; and his ne- phew, Mahomet, fubftituted in his room. This revolu- tion was effected without the lead bloodflied. The infur- reftion was begun by one Patrona Alii, a Janizary. <£. When did the parliament meet in 1731 ? A. The 21ft of January. Violent difputes arofe in the lower houfe this feinon. The oppofition was headed by Sir William Wyndham; Mr. William Pulteney, afterwards earl of Bath ; Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, and Mr. Da- niel Pulteney. Thefe gentlemen, not content with op- poling the meafures of the miniftry in parliament, attacked them in pamphlets and periodical writings, particularly in the Craftfman, a famous anti-minifterial paper, which ap- peared about this time. The profelfed author was one Am- herjl, a man of fome wit, but little knowledge ; but the principal writers were the lord Bolingbrokt and Mr. Wil- liam Pulteney, particularly the latter. This gentleman fought a duel, in the green park, with lord Hervey, on ac- count of a remarkable political pamphlet. Lord Hernjey was wounded, and narrowly efcaped with his life. This Latin tongue was abolilhed in all law-proceedings, which were ordered for the future to be in Englijb. An enquiry was made into the fees of the law-courts, which wanted reformation, it is faid, no lefs than the gaols. The par- liament rofe in May. What were the other tranfaftions of this year ? A. A treaty, called the fecond treaty of Vhnna, was figned March 16, between the emperor and his Britannick majefty. The States-general afterwards acceded to this treaty, by which the 0/?fW-company was abolilhed. The king of Spain now declared, that he confidered himfelf as no longer bound to obferve the articles of the treaty of Seville. His fubjefts therefore renewed their depredati- ons, and the Englijh continued to complain of thefe barba- rities. Sir Charles Wager failed with a fleet to Barcelona, and from thence to Leghorn 5 and having feen Don Carlos quietly fettled in Italy, he returned to England in Decem- ber. ̂  What were the principal incidents of 1732 ? A. The 
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A. The parliament met on the 13 th of January. Vio- lent debates enfued about a Handing army, and feveral other meafures. The chief fpeakers in the oppofition were thofe we have already mentioned. The conduft of the miniftry was defended by Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Ho- ratio Walpole, Mr. Henry Pelham, and others. A bill was pafled for reviving the falt-duties. Sir Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant were expelled the houfe of commons for fome iniquitous practices they had been guilty of, in the affair of the charitable corporation ; and ferjeant Birch and Dennis Bond underwent the fame punilhment, for the embezzlements they had committed in the fale of the Der'iuent'waier eftate. Some words arifing in the houfe between Mr. Pelham and Mr. Pulteney, a challenge enfued, when both went out; but a reconciliation was effefted by the interpofition of the houfe. The feffion was finilhed the 1 ft of June. gK When did the parliament meet in 1733? A. The 16th ofjaunary, when his majefty made a fpeech to both houfes. A bill was paffed for preventing all trade between the Britijh fettlements in America and the French fugar colonies; a trade, which had been long carried on to the great detriment of the En^lijh fugar-iflands. 500,000!, were borrowed from the finkmg-fund, towards making up 

the annual fupply. The land-tax was reduced to 1 s. in the pound. 10,000 /. were granted for fuppprting the co- lony of Georgia, where a great number of Saltjburgbers, driven from their native country by perfecution, had fet- tled under the conduft of Gen. Oglethorpe. What was the moft important affair that came before the parliament this feflion ? A. The famous excife-fcheme, proje&ed by Sir Robert Walpole, for raifing the duties on wines and tobacco, and preventing the frauds and abufes that prevailed in the cuf- toms, to the prejudice of the fair trader, and the diminu- tion of the revenue. It was brought into the lower houfe the 14th of March, and gave rife to one of the longeft and moft memorable debates that ever happened in that affembly. The fcheme was defended by Sir Robert Walpole, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, and Sir Philip Torke, afterwards earl of Hardwicke : it was oppofed by Mr. Alderman Perry, Mr. Pulttney^St* 
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William Wyndham, Sir ’John Barnard, and others. Peti- tions were prefented againft it by the city of London, and by almoft all the towns and corporations in the kingdom. The houfe of commons was furrounded by great crowds of people, who infulted the perfons, and even endangered the lives, of all who appeared to favour the projedt; and Sir Robert Walpole, in particular, was fo eagerly preffed upon by the enraged multitude, that Mr. Cunningham, a Scotch member, was obliged to draw his fword, in order to keep off the mob. In the courfe of the debate. Sir William 
Wyndham compared Sir Robert Walpole to thofe rapacious minifters, Emgfon and Dudley. Sir Robert made a very fmart reply, and went fo far as to inlinuate, that he looked up- on the great crowds of people that befet the houfe as no better than fturdy beggars. The nation were wrought up to the higheft pitch of refentment: they confidered the bill as a prelude to arbitrary power; and, had it paffed into a law, it would probably have given occalion to fome dangerous 
infurredlion. It was therefore dropped at the fecond read- ing. The event was celebrated with public rejoicings ; the monument was illuminated ; and the minifter was burnt in effigy. The feffion ended the i ith of June. What were the other tranfaftions of this year ? A. The death of Augujlus II. king of Poland, which hap- pened on the firft of February, gave rife to a new war in Europe. The principal competitors for the vacant throne were the ele&or of Saxony, and Stani/laus, father-in-law to the French monarch. Both of them were fucceffively pro- claimed king of Poland; but the former, at laft, kept pof- feffion of the throne. An alliance had been contradted be- tween France, Spain, and Sardinia, for raifing Don Carlos to the throne of Naples and Sicily. This alliance was fol- lowed by a war between the contradling powers, on the one hand, and the emperor on the other, whofe forces were very unfuccefsful in feveral engagements. The En- gUJh and the Dutch were equally averfe to take any (hare m this war ; and they therefore employed their utmoft endeavours to effeft a peace between the contending par- ties. ̂ When did the parliament affemble in 1734 ? 

A. The 
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A. The 17th of January; when his majefty made a fpeech, in which he took notice of the then critical ftate of affairs in Europe. Warm debates were maintained this fefli- on about the pacific conduft of the minifter, the number of land-forces, the repealing the feptennial aft, and the place and penfion bill, which was again brought in and rejefted. Mr. Pulteney having reflefted, with great feverity, on the fcandalous decijions of corrupt majorities. Sir Robert Walpole took occafion to make a very fpirited fpeech in vindication of the miniftry. A law was made, to continue for three years, for preventing the infamous praftice of Hock-job- bing. The parliament rofe on the 16th of dpril. It was foon after diffolved, and writs were iffued for elefting a new one. ^ What were the other domeftic occurrences of this year ? A. Several changes were made in the miniftry. The earl of Cbejlerfeld refigned his poll of fteward of the houf- hold ; the duke of Bolton and lord Cobbam were deprived of their regiments j Mr. Talbot was conftituted lord chan- cellor of Great Britain ; Sir Philip Yorke, lord chief juftice of the King’s Bench; and both of them were honoured with a peerage. On the 14th of 'March, the prince of Orange efpoufed the princefs royal of England, who had a fortune of 8o,oco 1. and an annual penfion of 5000 1. dur- ing her life. What happened in the other kingdoms of Europe this year ? A. Augujlus, eleftor of Saxony, having chaced Stanifaus out of Ptland, eftablilhed himfelf on the throne of that kingdom. The French triumphed in Germany, though their general, the duke of Berwick, was killed before Pbi- lipjburgh. Don Carlos defeated the imperialifts in the bat- tle of Parma, where their general. Count Merci, was flain. Soon after, he made himfelf mailer of the whole kingdom of Naples, and began to prepare for the invafion of Sicily. Neither France nor Spain looked with a very fa- vourable eye towards England. The Pretender’s eldeft fon ferved with peculiar marks of diftinftion in the army of Don Carlos. 
^ When did the new parliament meet ? A. The 
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A. The January, 1735. The ele&icms had been carried on with great zeal and induftry by the two parties; but, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of the oppofition, the miniftry had gained a confiderable majority. The king, in his fpeech to both houfes, told them, that he had un- dertaken to mediate between the powers at war; had con- cluded a treaty with the crown of Denmark ; and that it would be proper for Great-Britain to put herfelf in a pofture of defence. 30,000 feamen were voted for the fervice of the year. The ele&ion of the fixteen Scottijh peers gave rife to a warm debate in the houfe of lords; the miniftry, it was alledged, having exerted an undue in- fluence in that affair. Neither was the treaty with Denmark approved without difpute. In the courfe of this feflion, the mutiny-bill received a material alteration. As this bill formerly flood, any magiftrate had it in his power to throw a poor fellow into a dungeon, if, after receiving the inlifting-rooney, while, perhaps, he was drunk, he refufed to take the oaths, even though he offered to return the money, and to pay all charges. By the bill, as it was row altered, every officer, who inlifted men, was obliged, within a certain number of days, to carry the perfon in- lifted before one of the nextjuftices of the peace, where the man ffiould be at liberty to declare his diflent, and, upon his returning the inlifting money, and paying all ex- pences, he was to be difcharged. What elfe was done this feflion ? A. Some members complaining that tfieir letters were opened at the poft-office, a committee was appointed to enquire into the matter ; and this gave occafion to the dif- covery of a curious feene. It appeared, that when the com- mons palled the bill, granting the poft-office revenue to Charles II. they annexed to it a claufe, referring to them- felves the privilege of franking, in the fame manner as they enjoy it at prefent. When this bill was carried to the upper- houfe, the lords, offended that no fuch provifion was made for them, palled the bill without the claufe annexed. This alteration would certainly have occafioned the mifearriage of the bill in the lower houfe, to which it was fent back, had not the miniftry affured the members, that their letters ftiould be permitted to go free from poftage. Thus, by 

4 the 
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the jealoufy, not of the crown, but of the two houfes, the members of both were obliged to depend upon the foie will 
and pleafure of the fovereign, for the privilege of frank- ing, which they meant to have referved to themfelves by an exprefs law. Neverthelefs, they have always confider- ed this privilege as their own proper and inherent right, and independent of the royal favour. Secretaries of ftate, however, have a right to open any letter, in order the better 
to difcover confpiracies. The imprifonment of the magis- trates of Haddington in Scotland made fome noife. In the courfe of the debates, it appeared, that the Scotch laws were extremely defeflive with regard to the liberty of the fub- jedt, and that the people in that kingdom had nothing equivalent to the habeas-corpus aft. The feflion was finilhed the 15th of May, when his majefiy informed the parlia- ment, that he intended to vifit his German dominions, and to leave the queen regent of the realm. ‘jJ. What was the ftate of foreign affairs at this time ? 

A. A quarrel breaking out between the courts of Spain and Portugal, Sir John Norris failed with a ftrong Britijh fleet for Lijbon, in order to proteft the Portuguefe domini- ons. In Italy, the French, Spaniards, and Sardinians, were triumphant; and Don Carlos was crowned king of Sicily. Neverthelefs, the famous cardinal Fleury, prime miniiler of France, was extremely defirous of peace. Cer- tain preliminary articles were at laft fettled, importing, that the French fhould reftore to the empire all the places they had taken from it; that the dutchy of Fufcany, after the death of the prefent duke, fhould be given to the duke of Lorraine, which laft dutchy fhould be annexed to the mo- narchy of France ; that Stanijlaus fhould refign the crown of Poland in favour of Jlugujlus, though he fhould ftill re- tain the title of king; and that Don Carlos fhould be ac- knowledged king of Naples and Sicily. ^ What were the chief tranfaftions of 1736 ? J. The parliament aflembled on the 15th of January, when his majefty made a fpeech to both houfes. 15,000 failors were voted for the fervice of the current year. The number ofland forces was reduced to 17,704. The land- tax was 2 s. in the pound. The national debt at ChriJI- mas, 
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men, 1735, amounted 1047,938,298/. $s. and many fchemes were now propofed for lowering the intereft. 
The treaty of commerce, concluded December the zd, 1734, between his majefty and the czarina was laid before the parliament. Several laws were enabled this feffion ; one, laying a duty on all fpirituous liquors, in order to pre- vent their exceffive ufe : another, to reftrain difpofnion of lands in mortmain, or dead-hands; with an exception, however, in favour of the two univerfities, and the colleges of Weftminfter, Eton, and Winchefter: a third, repealing the old ftatutesof England and Scotland againft conjuration, witchcraft, and dealing with evil fpirits : a fourth, to pre- vent fmuggling in the tea-trade ; and a fifth, to prevent bribery and corruption. An attempt was made to procure a law in favour of the quakers, with regard to the payment of tythes ; but the bill, after palling the lower houfe, was rejedted in the upper. The feffion was clofed the zoth of May, when his majefty told the parliament, that he intended that fummer to vifit his German dominions, and to leave the queen regent of the kingdom. What were the other incidents of this year ? 

A. On the 27 th of April, his royal highnefs, Frederic, prince of Wales, efpoufed Augufta, filler to the duke of Saxe-Gotba. The princefs was conduced to England by the lord Delawar. AddrelTes of congratulation were pre- fented to their royal highnefles by the lord-mayor and aider- men of London, and by the two houfes of parliament; when Mr. George (now lord) Littleton, and Mr. William (late fecretary) Pitt pronounced elegant panegyrics on the prince and his amiable confort. Thefe two young members foon diftinguilhed themfelves in the houfe by their eloquence and fuperior abilities. In the courfe of this year a remarkable riot happened at Edinburgh, occafioned by the execution of one Wufon, a fmuggler. Porteous, captain of the city- guard, a man of a brutal difpofition, and abandoned morals, being provoked at fome infult he had received from the populace, commanded his foldiers to fire among the crowd ; by which precipitate order feveral innocent per- fons were killed. Porteous was tried and condemned to death; but obtained a reprieve from the queen, who was then regent. The mob, however, were determined to 
execute 
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execute the fentence.They accordingly rofe in a tumultuous manner, forced open the prifon doors, dragged forth Por- teous, and hanging him on a dyer’s pole, quietly difperfed to their feveral habitations. This affair afterwards became the objeft of a parliamentary enquiry. About this time, Theodore, king oiCorJica, made fome noife. This perfon, whofe original title was baron Stein, was born near Cologne in Germany. He now went over to Corjica, the inhabitants of which had, in 1730, revolted from their mercilefs fove- reigns, the Genoe/e; and putting himfelf at the head of the infurgents, he was inftantly elefted and crowned their king: but failing in his promifes of men, money, and ammuni- tion, he loft the confidence of his new fubjefts, and foon after left the ifland. His air was majeftic; but ihis parts, though fhowy, were very fuperficial. <Z>^ When did the parliament affemble in 1737 ? 

A- The ift of February, when, his majefty being indifpofed, the feflion was opened by ccmmifiion. 10,000 men were voted for the fea-fervice : the land- forces were continued at their former number. A million of money was borrowed from the fmking-fund. An aft paffed, difabling Alexander Wilfon, Efq; lord provoft of Edinburgh, from holding any place of magiftracy in Great- Britain, and obliging the city to pay 2000 /. to the widow of captain Porteous, for the outrage committed, in putting that gentleman to death. In the lower houfe, Mr. Pul- teney made a motion, that 100,000 /. per annum (inftead of 50,000) fhould be fettled upon the prince of Wales, in the fame manner as upon his royal father, while prince. The motion was rejefted ; but the attempt gave rife to a great mifunderftanding between his majefty and his fon. The prince had lately put himfelf at the head of the oppofition, which tended ftill farther to encreafe the king’s jealoufy. The minifter and his friends having been grofly abufed in fome fatirical comedies, a bill was now brought in, for limiting the number of play-houfes, and fubjefting all dramatical performances, exhibited on the ftage, to the infpeftion of the lord-chamberlain, without a licence from whom no play (hould be fuffered to be afted. This mea- fure was ftrongly oppofed by great numbers in.both houfes, particularly by the earl of Cbefterf eld, who confidered 
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it as a reftraint upon the liberty of the prefs; but, notwith- Handing all their objedtions, the bill palled, and received the royal aflent. The parliament rofe the 21ft of June. j^. What were the other tranfaclions of this year ? The king inftituted a new poll of honour, intitled Field-Marlhal of the Armies of Great-B.ruain. In the month of February died that great and good man, the lord chancellor Talbot, and was (ucceeded on the bench by the lord Hard- 'wicke. The republic of Venice having fhewn great refpedl to the pretender’s eldeft fon, its relident in London was or- dered to leave England in three days. The difference be- tween the king and prince Frederic was confiderably height- ened by the prince’s carrying the princefs of IVales, then near her time, from Hampton-Court (where their majefties refided) to St. James's, where, about two hours after her arrival, fhe was delivered of a daughter, the princefs Augufta, now princefs of Brunfivick. The king was fo provoked at this undutiful behaviour in the prince, that he ordered him, as foon as the princefs Ihould have re- covered, to quit St. James's; and he and his confort ac- cordingly retired to Kenv. On the 20th of November queen Caroline died, of a mortification in her bowels, in the 55 th year of her age; regretted as a princefs of uncommon fa- gacity, and a pattern of conjugal fidelity and affedlion. About the fame time died the great duke of Tufcany, and was fucceeded in his dutchy by the duke of Lorrain, who, on the ill of February, efpoufed the eldeft archdutchefs of Auftria. This year was likewife diftinguiflied by the death of prince Eugene, who expired at Vienna in the feventy- third year of his age, leaving behind him the charafter of an invincible hero, and a confummate politician. ^ When was the feffion opened in 1738 ? A. On the 24th of January, when both houfes proceeded to inquire into the affair of the Spanijh depredations, which had lately been carried to an intolerable height. Petitions were prefented on this fubjeft by the merchants of London, and by moft of the trading towns and corporations in the kingdom. From thefe it appeared, that Britijh fhips had been unlawfully fehzed on the high-feas, in the dire£t courfe of their voyages to and from the Englijb colonies; that the fhips had been plundered and confifcated; and the failors 

robbed. 
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robbed, imprifoned, and enflaved, to the very great lofs of the merchants; to the obftru&ion of trade ; and to the difhonour of the nation. The debate was carried on with great warmth in both houfes. The minifter was unwilling to engage in a war: the oppofition were eager to pulh him into that meafure. The people exclaimed againft the pu- Jillanimity of the government, and were all on fire to re- venge the infults they had received from the Spaniards. Their refentment too was ftill farther inflamed by the fate of one Jenkins, who was faid to have had his ears cut off by the crew of a Spanijh guarda-cofla ; and who now ap- peared at the bar of the lower-houfe. In the upper, lord Carteret, in an excellent fpeech, demonftrated, that the bafis Of all European commerce in America confifted in each nation referving to itfelf an exclufive right to trade with its own colonies and plantations; and that therefore no (hip, which was not a&ually in the ports or harbours of Spain, could, with any fhow of equity, be either fearchedor feized by the Spaniards. Both houfes addrefled his majefty, ear- neftly befeeching him to exert his utmoft endeavours in pro- curing fatisfa&ion to the injured nation; and the king allured them he would comply with their requell. An att paffed for building IVeJlminJler-Bridge; and fome farther regulations were made for preventing the abufe of fpiritu- 

ous liquors. The feflion ended the zoth of May; and his majefty, perceiving that there would foon be a neceflity for more vigorous meafures, fent the brave admiral Haddock with a fleet into the Mediterranean. What were the other incidents of this year ? On the Z4th of May, the princefs of Wales was de- livered. of a prince, who was chriltened by the name of George, now our mod gracious fovereign, whom heaven long preferve ! A refolution was taken to build the Manjion-. Houfe for the refidenceof the lord-mayor. Several eminent peribnages died this year, particularly the lord Windfor; the worthy earl of Carlijle; the accomplilhed lord Town- Jhend •, the amiable George Bailey, of Jervi/e-Wocd in Scot- land, a lord of the treafury ; the excellent Sir Jofepb Jekyll; and the celebrated Dr. Boer hoove. Haines, the prin- 
ter of the Craftfman, was feized, tried, fined, and impri- ioned. Comins, a carpenter, who had been unjuftly whipped 
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at Gibraltar by order of general Sabine, the governour, now fued that gentleman, and obtained damages to the amount of 700/. Never were the common people more licentious and diforderly. A riot happened at the theatre ' in the Hay Market, where a company of French ftrollers at- tempted to exhibit a comedy. Great difturbances were excited in the weftern counties by fome journeymen and fervant',. who committed many outrages. One Buchanan, a failor, who had been condemned for murder, was cut down from the gibbet by his companions, who actually brought him to life, and carried him off in triumph. The ail for fuppreffing gin gave much trouble to the government. The mob rofe about Spittlefields, Shoreditch, &c. and were obliged to be difperfed by the guards. No lefs than 12,000 perfons were convifted of having fold gin illegally. Near half that number were caff in the penalty of tool, and about 3000 of them paid 10/. each, rather than be com- mitted to the houfe of corredtion. What were the principal events of 1739 ? A. The king of Spain, intimidated by the vigorous refoln- tions of the Britifh parliament, agreed to certain prelimina- ries, as the balls of a treaty; and thefe formed the fubftance of the famous convention, which afterwards made fo much noife. It was concluded at Pardo the 14th of "January of this j'ear, and figned by B. Keene and Sebajlian de la Quadra. By this convention, the plenipotentiaries were to fettle the re- fpeftive pretenlions of the two crowns, as well as thofe of their fubjedls ; and the king of Spain was to pay to his Britannic majefty 95,000/. fterling, as a balance due to the crown and fubje&s of Great-Britain. In oppofition to this ftim, however, his Catholic majefly ftarted a claim of 

6'8,ooo/. which he pretended the South-Sea company owed him. Qz When did the parliament affemble this year ? A. The iff of February, when his majefty informed them, that he had concluded a convention. This treaty was im- mediately fubmitted to the infpeftion of the commons, and a committee appointed to enquire into its contents. The moft material obje&ion to it was, that it left to a future and precarious difcuflion the moft. important rights of the Britijh traders and fubjcfts, that of navigating their 
Q_2 fhips 
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(hips from one part of his majefty’s dominions to another, without being fubjett to fearch; and, by that means, rendered it queftionable, whether they ought to enjoy any fuch right. Strong exceptions were taken to this claufe, and indeed to the whole convention ; petitions were prefemed againft it by the Weft-India merchants, by the city of London, and by moft of the towns and corporations in the kingdom. The people exclaimed againft it, as a moft ftiameful agreement: the general cry was, No fearch. No fearch ; and, when a re- folution was taken in parliament to approve of the conven- tion, Sir William Wyndkam, and about fixty other members, retired from the houfe, and declared their intention of never returning to it more. An aft pafted, in the month of May, for fettling 15,000/. per ann. on his royal highnefs the duke of C.umherland; and 24,000 /. per ann. on the princefles Amelia, Caroline, Mary, and Louifa. 75,583 /. were granted to enable his majefty to make good his engagements with the king of Denmark, who had promifed to keep in readi- nefs, for the fervice of Great-Britain, a body of 6000 men. The parliament likewife gave 5000 /. as a reward to Mrs. Stephens, on her difcovering, for the benefit of the public, a receipt for the cure of perfons afflifted with the ftone. The feflion ended the 14th of June. What were the other tranfaftions of this year ? A. The miniftry, provoked at the infolence of the Spa- niards, who now infilled upon the privilege of fearching all Britifh fliips in the American feas, refolved to adopt more vigorous meafures. They accordingly direfted Mr. Keene, the Englifh envoy at Madrid, to inform that court, that, in cafe his catholic majefty did not immediately fulfil the terms of the convention, reprifals fhould inftantly be made by the Englifh; and, in order the more powerfully to fecond his remonftrances, a large re-inforcement of Ihips was fent to admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean. gK What effeft had thefe reprefentations ? A. None: upon which letters of marque and reprifal were iflued July the 10th, againft the Spaniards, who like- wife began to prepare for war. The French, it was fup- pofed, would join the enemy; the rather, as they wanted to procure to themfelves the aftiento-trade, or the privilege ©f fupplying the Spanijh colonies with Haves, and to carry on 
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on the trade of Spain in French bottoms. The Dutch, it was imagined, would be fo overawed by the near neigh- bourhood of the French, that they would be obliged to remain neuter. Captain Vernon, a gentleman of fpirit, and a good fea-officer, was appointed vice-admiral of the blue, and fent to annoy the Spanijh fettlements in the Weft- Indie:', for which he fet fail, Ja/y the 20th, with nine Ihips of war and a floop. ^ What did the Spanijh mini dry do when they heard of thefe proceedings ? A. They publilhed a manifefto, importing, that the phrenzy of the people of England had forced the govern- ment into a war ; upon which his Britannic majefty pub- liihed, in his turn, a mafterly declaration, explaining, with great accuracy, the unwarrantable conduft of the king of Spain, and proclaiming war again!! that monarch. The EngUJh had formed a defign to feize the AJfogueFF\\p%; but failed in the attempt. Admiral Haddock took the St. Jcfeph, a Spanijh of 800 tons, burthen, and valued at 120,000/. In the month oi November, admiral Vernon reduced, with fix fliips only, the town and caftle of Porto-Bello, on the illhmus of Darien. Both men and officers behaved with great gallantry on this occafion. The admiral blew up the fortifications with the powder taken from the Spaniards; and found more difficulty, it is faid, in demoliftiing thofe works, than he had experienced in taking them. The news 

o£.rfiU..vif)»av^r-3cy-va'“u 'admiral Vernon was extolied as another Raleigh or Drake. Sir Robert Walpole was at this time fo extremely unpopular in the city of London, that Sir George Champion, the fenior alderman next the chair, was, merely on account of his attachment to that gentle- man, deprived of his turn of being chofen lord-mayor ; and Sir John Salter advanced in his room. This year Mr. Whitfield's followers made their firft appearance, under the name of Methodifts. ij). When did the parliament meet this winter ? 
A. November the 15th, when the king, in his fpeech, obferved, that he had augmented his forces by fea and land ; and complained of the continuance of heats and animofi- ties. The two houfes joined in an addrefs to his majefty, 0^3 humbly 
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humbly befeeching him, never to admit of any treaty for a peace with Spain, except the right of the Englijh to navi- gate the American Teas, without being vifited or fearched, Ihould firll be acknowledged. The feceding member* haying now refumed their feats in the lower houfe, Mr. Pulteney undertook to vindicate their condudl. Sir Robert Walpole replied, that, if they were returned only to oppofe and perplex, he ftiould not be forry to fee them fecede again. A bill for regiftering feamen was brought into the houfe of commons by Sir Charles Wager-, but it was rejected, as be- ing oiFrench origin. Forty thoufand pounds were granted as a portion to the princefs Mary, who, on the 8th of May following, was married to the prince of Hejffe-CaJftL The land-tax was fixed at \s. in the pound. The whole fupply amounted to about 4,000,000 /. The feffion was dofed the 29th of April, 1740. 

What were the tranfadlions of 1740 ? A. The king of Spain having by this time declared war in form againlt Great-Britain, and threatening to invade it with a powerful armament under the command of the duke of Qrmand, Sir 'John Norris was fent with a flrong fleet to burn the Spanijh fhips in their harbours. The de- sign mifcarried ; but the Spaniards, inflead of attacking England, fet fail for the Weft-Indies, having been, a little before, joined by a good number of French veflels. The duke of Cumberland ferved as a volunteer on board Sir John Norris’s fleet. The French had not as yet come to an open their conduct, that they would take every opportunity of affifting the Spaniards, and diftrefling the EngUjh. Both they and the Dutch claimed the privilege of carrying Spanijb property on board of their fhips; alledging, as a reafon, that free bottoms make free goods. Admiral Vernon, having 
complained that he was neglefted by the miniitry, and boafting, at the fame time, that if he was properly fup- plied, he could perform fome exploits of the utmoft im- portance, a refolution was taken to fend him a ftror.g re- inforcement. Accordingly, on the 31ft of October, Sir Cbaloner Ogle failed from England with twenty-feven fhips of the line, befides frigates, flre-lhips, tranfports, lAc. having on board about 6000marines, and detachments from fome old 

regi- 
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regiments, under the command of lord Cathcart, a nobleman of great popularity, and an excellent foldier. His lord- fhip, on his arrival at Dominica, was unhappily carried off by a bloody-flux ; and his death was fuppofed to be one of the chief caufes of the mifcarriage of the expedition. He was fucceeded in command by general Wentworth, a man of courage, but by no means qualified for fuch an impor- tant office. About the fame time, commodore An/on fet fail with a fmall fquadron of fhips for the South-Sea, in or- der to annoy the Spanijh trade, and co-operate with admiral Vernon acrofs the iithmus of Darien. The clofe of the year 1739, and the beginning of 1740, were diftinguilhed by as fevere a froft as had ever been known in England. The Thames was froze over ; and was covered with (hops and carriages. Fowls and fifties were found frozen to death. Many poor people periftied through the extremity of the cold ; and, as the price of provifions was exceffively high, 
many more muft have perifhed of hunger, had they not been relieved by the benevolence, of the rich, who fupplied their wants with the utmoft generofity. The Foundling-Hofpital, which had been erefted the preceding year, was now opened. ^ What were the other incidents of this year ? A. It was diltinguifhed by three events, which had a confiderable influence upon the ftate. of affairs in Europe. The firft was the deathof his PruJJian majefty ; a prince, by no means, amiable, either in his private or public character. He was fucceeded on the throne by his eldeft fon, Frederick, the reigning king of that realm, who has rendered himfelf fo famous both as a warrior and legiflator. The fecond was the death of the emperor Charles VI. who, agreeable to the pragmatic fandlion, was fueceeded,, in his hereditary dominions, by his eldeft daughter, the arch-dutchefs, Maria There/a, married to the grand duke of Tufcany. The young king of Pruffia was no fooner informed of the emperor’s death, than he entered Silejia at the head of 30,000 men ; and though he declared he had no intention to contravene the pragmatic fanflion, he yet made himfelf mailer of the greateft part of that province. The third event was the death of the czarina, Anne Ivanawna, who named, for her fucceflbr, Ivan or 'John, fon of her niece, the prin- cefs of Mecklenburgh; but this difpoficion was loan fet afidn. 
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Q. When did the parliament aflemble this year ? <4. His majefty, returning from his German dominions, where he had paifed the fummer, opened the feflion the i8th of November. Sir Robert Walpole had been always oppofed by a numerous party in both houfes, who had now acquired fuch a degree of ftrength, that they refolved to make a per- fonal attack upon him. Accordingly, on the i ith of February, Mr. Satidys informed him, that, in two days, he intended to bring a charge againft him in public. Sir Robert received the intimation with great indifference, and quoted the fol- lowing paffage of Horace; 

Nil confcire ftbi, nttlli pallefcere Culpts. 
Mr. Pulteney, who fat upon the bench with him, faid, that that was falfe Latin. Sir Robert wagered a guinea, that it was not; and, a copy of Horace being produced, and the words of the author appearing to be 

—.... . nulla pallefcere Culpa, 
Mr. Pulteney took the guinea, and holding it up, faid with a fneer, that it was the only guinea of the public money he had received for feveral years. Mr. Santiyt was as good as his word. On the 13th of February, he made a motion in the houfe of Commons, that a humble addrefs fhould be pre- fented to his majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to remove the right honourable Sir Robert Walpole from his majefty’s piefence and councils for ever. A motion to the fame purpofe was made in the upper houfe by the lord Carteret. Many arguments were urged both for and againft this motion; but, after a long and violent debate, it was rejefted by a great majority. Sir Robert Walpole himfelf, during the whole difpute, behaved with uncom- mon temper and moderation. He was the laft that fpoke on the fubjedt ; and, in the clofe of his fpeech, he made ufe of the following expreflions : “ Gentlemen have talked a great deal of patriotifm; a venerable word. Sir, when rightly underftood. But, I am forty, Sir, to fay, that, of late, it has been fo much hackneyed about, that it is in dan- ger of falling into difgrace. The very idea of true patrio- tifm is loft; and the term has been proftituted to the very worft of purpofes. A patriot, Sir ! Why, patriots fpring up like raufhrooms, I could raife fifty of them within the 
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four and twenty hours. I have raifed many of them, Sir, in one night. It is but refufing to gratify an unreafonabie or an infblent demand, and up Harts a patriot. I have never been afraid of making patriots, Sir; but I difdain and defpife all they can do.”—The chief article of the charge againil the minifter, was the concluding the firll treaty of Hanover. Several other motions were made this feflion by the anti-minifterial party ; not with a view of having them carried, but merely with a defign of rendering the minifter unpopular. The parliament rofe the 25th of April. It was afterwards dilfolved by royal proclamation^, 
and writs were iffued for ele&ing a new one. What were the principal events of 1741 ? A. By this time, the fleet under Sir Cbalenor Ogle had joined admiral Vernon; and the combined fquadrons now amounted to about 115 Ihips, with 15,000 failors, and. about 12,000 land forces on board. With this mighty force, the admiral failed from Jamaica, in order to attack Cartbagena; and, on the 4th of March, he call anchor in Playa Grande, to the windward of that towm General Wentworth, who commanded the land forces, was a man of courage, but of no great capacity. Vernon, though a good officer, was proud, haughty, and imperious, and held the general in the utmoft contempt. A mortal antipathy, now broke out betweep thefe two gentlemen ; and to this un- happy circumltance the failure of the expedition was, in a great meafure, owing. They took, indeed, the' forts St. Jago, St. Philip, Boua cbica, St. jofeph, and Cajiillo* grande-, but they were repulfed from fort St. Lazar with confiderable lofs. In thefe feveral attacks above 1000 men were killed ; and among the reft the colonels Daugiat and Watfon, and the gallant lord Aubrey Beauclerk, captain of the prince Frederic, and brother to the duke of 5/. Alban's. An enemy more dreadful than the Spaniards now began to affail the Englijh army. Sicknefs raged among them to fuch a degree, that, according to the account of the general himfelf, no lefs than 3,445 men perilhed in the fpace of two days.. This terrible calamity determined the council ©f war to return to Jamaica with the. utmoft- expedition* Accordingly, the fortifications being entirely demolifhed,. 
the fleet fet fail, and, on the 19th of May, arrived iu Port* 
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Royal, in that ifland. Such, to the aftonifhment of all 
Europe, was the conclufion of an interprize, the greateft that ever had been undertaken in thofe parts of the world. Vernon was afterwards re-inforced with four (flips of war, and about 4,000 foldiers; but he performed nothing worthy of his great charafler; and the public began to fufpeft, that they had entertained too high an opinion of his abili- ties. Above 20,000 Briti/h fubjedfs are fuppofed .to have loll their lives in this fatal expedition. What vVere the other tranfaflions of 1741 ? yl. The queen of Hungary was fo provoked at his Prujpan majefty’s invafion of Silefta, that (he formed a defign of making a partition of that monarch’s dominions between herfelf and her allies. The king of England was accufed, but very unjuflly, of being concerned in this projeft. On the other hand, the king of France projected a fcheme .for difmembering the dominions of her Hungarian majefty, and raifing the eleftor of Bavaria to the imperial throne. Car- dinal Fleury, indeed, the prime-minifter of France, would willingly have perfevered in his pacific fyitem ; but was obliged to yield to the fuperior influence of the count de Belleifle, who recommended warlike meafures. This no- bleman was extremely popular; and, though now in a mature and advanced age, poflefied all the fire and impel uofity of youth. He was brave, open, generous, polite, and infihu- ating ; ingenious in forming his fchemes, and rapid in car- rying them into execution. He reprefented to his fove- reign, that now was the time for humbling the houfe of Aujiria, and reducing its power to fuch a low ebb, that it (hould never be able to oppofe the defigns of the Bourbon family. In profecution of this plan, the French king fent two large bodies of troops, each confiding of about 40,000 men, into Germany ; fo that the eleftor of Bavaria foon faw himfelf at the head of an army 70,000 flrong. The king of PruJJta, believing, or affefting to believe, that his Britannic majefly was privy to the partition-treaty, en- tered into a clofe alliance with France. The king of England, who was then in Germany, earneftly exhorted her Hungarian majefty to come to an agreement with the king of PruJJia ; but finding her deaf to all his remonftrances, and hearing, at the fame time, that the Dutch were re- folved 
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folved to remain neuter, he concluded a neutrality for Hanover-, fo that the queen of Hungary was left to defend herfelf by her own force, which was unable to cope with the mighty power of the numerous foes combined againft her. Her troops, under count Neupreg, were defeated by bis Prujfian majefty at Molnvitz, with the lofs of 4000 tnen. The eleftor Bavaria made fo rapid a progreff, that Vienna itfelf was threatened with a fiege ; and the •queen was obliged to retire, with her eldeft fon, to Pref- iurg, in Hungary ; where fummoning the four orders of the Hate, and laying her miferable fituation before them, they unanimoufly took an oath to defend their fovereign with their lives and fortunes. Old count marc^e(^ to 

relief of Vienna with 30,000 men ; count Khevenhuller. raifed a body of 12,000 ; prince Lobkvwiiz, count Beren- clau, count Traun, and others, exerted themfelves ftrenu'- eufly in fupport of the fame caufe. The duftrians gvanzii a great many advantages. Tboring, the Bavarian general1, was entirely defeated with the lofs of 3000 men ; but, not- withftanding this circumftance, the eleftor of Bavaria took the city of Prague, where he was crowned king of Bohemia ; and he was, foon after, chofen emperor of Germany at Franckfort on the Maine. i^. When did the new parliament afiemble ?‘ 
A. His majefly returning from his German dominions in the month of Oflober, opened the feffion the 4th of De- cember, when Arthur Onjlovo, Efq; -was re-chofen fpeaker of the Commons. The minifter had been extremely neg* ligent with regard to the-new elections; and the oppofition, taking advantage of this omiffion, had exerted themfelves with fo much induftry, that they obtained an equality, if not a majority, of voices. The affair of the bVeJiminJier ele&ion was of great advantage to them. A riot having happened upon that occafion, thejuftices had called in the affiflance of the military power; and-this circumtlance-, being foon known over the whole kingdom, inflamed the peoplc highly againft the meafures of the government. Sir Robert Walpole, forefeeing that he fhould not be able to maintain his fu* periority in the new parliament, refolved to refigrr all his places; after having done every thing poffible to ferve his friends, and to prevent au impeachment by any violent re* Q,„6 folutions,. 
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fohitions. He continued, therefore, to give his attendance till the 2d of February, when the dccilion of the Chippenham election was carried againft him by one vote only; and having been treated, in the courfe of the debate, with great feverity, he came out of the houfe, and in the lobby pro- tefted, that he would never enter it more. In this refolu- tion he was the farther confirmed by the fteadinefs of prince Frederic, who was flill at the head of the oppofition, and declared, that he confidered Sir Robert Walpole a« fo great an obfiacle between his majefty and his people, that he could agree to no terms till that gentleman was removed. Ac- cordingly, on the 1 ith of February, Sir Robert refigned all his places; after having been created by his majefty baron of Houghton, vifcount Walpole, and earl of Orford. i£. What was the confequence of Sir Robert Walpcle's re- fignation ? H. The plan of power in the fucceeding miniftry had been already fettled j but this was a fecret known to few. The removal of that minifter did not alter the meafures of government; though there were feveral changes in the higher employments. Mr. Sa?idys was appointed chancel- lor of the Exchequer ; lord Wilmington, firft lord of the Freafury ; lord Harrington, lord-prefident; lord Carteret, fecretary of ftate ; the marquis of Fweedale, fecretary of ftate for Scotland; the duke of Jr gyle, mafter of the ord- nance, and commander in chief of his majefty’s forces; and Mr. Pultency was reftored to the dignity of a privy- councellor. Some of the members of the oppofition pro- pofed violent meafures againft the late minifter ; but Mr. Pulteney recommended moderation, faying, that government was not to be taken by ftorm : upon which the duke olArgyle threw up all his places, and was fucceeded in the command of the army by the earl of Stair. The people, enraged at this circumftance, exclaimed, that the nation was betrayed, and Sir Robert Walpole fcreened. e>. What were the other proceedings of this feffion ? 

A. Petitions were prefented by the merchants and the city of London, complaining of the damage which their trade had fuflained from the numerous captures made by the Spaniards, amounting in value to above 1,200,000 A 
fterling ; and a bill was paffed by the lower houfe for pre- 4 venting 
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venting fiich Ioffes for the future : but it was rejefted by the upper. The fame was the fate of the place and penfion bill, which was likewife thrown out. A fecret committee was appointed, confifting of twenty-one perfons, and of which lord Limric was chairman, to enquire into the conduct of affairs during the laft ten years. This committee was armed with very extenfive powers. They called for all the treafury-books and papers, and carried on their examina- tion with great zeal and induftry. They fummoned before them tAr. Paxton, and Mr. Sc rope: the former, late folicitor ; the latter, late fecretary to the Treafury. The firft was ac- cufed of having given, in 1735, the fum of 500/. to one Boteler, to enable him to carry his election for Wcndomer. The laft was queftioned with regard to 1,052,2111. which, in the fpace of ten years, had been traced into his and Sir Robert Walpole's hands. Both of them refufed to give any anfwer, without his majefty’s permiffion, about the difpofal of money iffued for fecret fervice. Paxton was committed to Newgate ; Scrape was difmiffed without any pimifhment. Giuyn Vaughan too, a confident of Sir Robert Walpole, was examined with refpeft to a praftice, which had been often charged upon that minifter, <vi«. his obliging the poffeffor of a place or office, to pay a certain fum out of the profits of it to fome perfon or other recommended to him by the minifler. Vaughan begged to be excufed anfwering, and was difmiffed from the bar. A bill was next introduced^ for indemnifying fuch perfons as ffiould make difcoveries concerning the difpofal of public monies or offices. It paffed the lower houfe, but was reje&ed by the upper ^ a circumftance, which created a ftrong fufpicion, that a com- promife had been made between the late and prefent minif- try; and that the proofs againft Sir Robert Walpole had been induftrioufly fuppreffed. The great charge againft that gentleman was, that he had employed corruption at de&ions. From the papers fubmitted to the infpeftibn of parliament it appeared, that the powers who were to ihare his PruJJian majefty’s dominions, were the queen of Hun- gary, Great-Britain, Holland, Hanover, Mufcovy, and Saxony ; though there is not the leaft reafon to think, that ever the king of England approved of this projed. The fupplies of 
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this year amounted to 5,700,000/. The leffion ended the 15 th of July. What were the military tranfaftions of 1742 ? The earl of Stair was /ent into Germany, with 26,334 EngUJh troops, who, immediately upon their arrival on the continent, were to be joined by an equal' number of Han<*- nierians, and 6000 Heffians, in Briti/h pay ; but, notwith*- itanding this vigorous meafure, the Dutch ftill continued ta adhere to their neutrality. A bloody battle was fought at Chatdau between his Prufiian majefly and prince Charier, the Aufirian general; in which the latter was defeated, with the lofs of 3000 men : a peace, however, was at laft con- cluded, under the mediation of his Britannic majefly, be- tween the queen of Hungary and the king of PruJJia; by which Silefta was yielded to the latter. This peace was figned at Brejlau on the 1 ith day of June. The French, deprived of the afliftance of the Pruffians, were obliged to aft upon the defenfive. 26,000 of them were befieged in Prague by an army of 60,000 Aujlrians, under the com- mand of prince Charles ; and, after making a long and ob- ftinate defence, marlhal Belleijle, who commanded them* effefted a retreat to Egra, without lofing a man (according to his own account) except by the feverity of the weathers Such was the conclufion of this campaign in Germany. i£. What happened in the other parts of Europe this year ? A. The crown of Spain, on the demife of the emperor* Charles VI. laid claim to all the Aujlrian dominions in Italyi To fupport this claim, the duke de Montemar, the Spanijh general, invaded that country with 15,000 men j and thefe being foon after joined by a frelh body of Spaniards, and by 20,000 Neapolitans, compofed an army 40,000 ilrong. To oppofe this force, the queen of Hungary entered into an alliance with the ol Sardinia, a prince of great mili- tary talents, who, in confrderation of his affifting her Hun~ garian majefty, was to receive a firbfidy from Great-Britain. At the fame time, admiral Matthews, who commanded the Britijh fleet in the Mediterranean, fent commodore Martin^ with a fmall fquadron of fhips, to the coaft of Naples, with orders to acquaint his Neapolitan majefty, that, if he did not immediately withdraw his troops from thofe of Spaing the city of Naples Ihould be laid in allies. This peremptory demand 
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demand had the defired effeft. The Neapolitan forces were inftantly recalled; and the Spaniards, deprived of their alMance, were able to undertake no enterprize of impor- tance. What paffed in America ? A. Admiral Vernon, who dill remained in thofe parts, refolved to make an attack upon Panama; but the defign mifcarried. About the fame time, the Spaniards invaded Georgia with a body of 3000 men ; but they were repulfed with difgrace. On the 18th of February died the famous cardinal Fleury, prime-minifter of France, in the eighty-ninth year of his age. When did the parliament meet this year ? A. The 16th of November, when his majefty made a fpeech to both houfes, in which he acquainted them with the date of affairs. Lord Carteret was now confidered as prime- minifter ; and never were the meafures of the government attacked with more virulence and acrimony. The fending the Britijh troops into Germany; the taking the Hanoverians and HeJJians into Pritijb pay; every fcheme, which the miniftry adopted, was condemned as abfurd, dangerous, and unconftitutional. So loud, indeed, was the cry raifed againft Hanover and Hanoverian maxims, that many people began to think the nation was ripe for a revolution; and this difcontent, in all probability, laid the foundation of that rebellion, which broke out about two years after. The gin-a£l was repealed : the land-tax was fixed at 4 s. in the pound : the whole fupply amounted to above fix millions. The parliament rofe the 21ft of April. 4^ What were the principal events of 1743 ? 

A. The king of England, being determined to fupport her Hungarian majefty in the moft effedtual manner, refolved to put himfelf at the head of the allied army in Germany ; and with this view, on the 27th of April, he fet out for the con- tinent, accompanied by the 6\dke of Cumberland; and on the 6th of May arrived at Hanover. The Dutch too were perfuaded, in fpite of all the remonftrances of the French court, to renounce their neutrality, and to join the con- federates with a body of 20,000 men : but thefe did not arrive till after the battle of Dettingen. The king of France was no fooner informed of thefe circumftances, than he or- 
dered 
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dered marfhal Noailles to march into Germany, with an army of 70,000 men. The earl of Stair, who com- manded the allies, had eftablilhed his head quarters at Jfchaffenburgb on the Maine-, and, on the 19th of June, his Britannic majefty, attended by the duke of Cumber- laud, and lord Carteret, arrived in the camp. The con- federate army confifted of 37,000 men ; that of Noailles, of about 58,000. On the 29th of June, the two armies came to an engagement at the village of Dettingen-, and,, after an obftinate and bloody battle, the Trench were de- feated with the lofs of 6000 men. The lofs of the allies amounted to 2500. King George expofed his perfon in the hottell part of the fight; and the duke of Cumberland was wounded in the calf of the leg. Though the allies had gained the vifldry, they were obliged to leave their wound- ed to the care of the French, who treated them, it mull be owned, with great humanity. What were the other tranfadlions of the war in Ger- many ? A. The French were blockaded in Egra. Prince Charles* of horrain, at the head of the Aujlrian army, obtained a complete vidtory over the Bavarians at Brananxi, where the latter loll their camp and about 5000 men. The Aujhians- afterwards over-run Bavaria; took Munich, the capital of the dutchy; and entirely expelled the emperor from his dominions. By this time the emperor and the French were heartily tired of each other; upon which the former con- cluded, mjuly, a treaty of neutrality with hot Hungarian majefty. By the treaty of Wormes,. which was concluded in. September, the king of Sardinia was to receive from Great- Britain an annual fubfidy of 280,000/.; and the Britijh fubjefts were to enjoy in his dominions very great privi- leges of trade and commerce. The king of PruJJia, pro- volted at the obftinacy of her Hungarian majefty, who had broke the neutrality, joined his forces to thofe of the em- peror, ^ What happened in the other parts of-Europe F A. In Italy a bloody battle was fought, the 3d of February, at Campo-Santo, between the Spaniards under count Gages, and the Aujlrians and Piedmcnteze under the counts Eraun and Afprcmcnt; in which the former loft about; 
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about 3,000 men ; the latter 2,oco. Don Philip, however, continued mailer of Savoy. In the North, a war broke ftill out between the Ruffians and the Swedes, which was foon after terminated by the peace of Abo. £>. What were the domdtic tranfattions of this year ? A. On the 14th of November, the princefs of Wales was delivered of a prince, who was chriftened by the name of Willi an-Henry, and on the 17 th of the fame month, the princefs Louifa of England was married, at Altena, to the prince royal of Denmark. This year was dillinguilhed by the death of Sir Charles Wager and admiral Caven- dijh. Mr. Knight, late calhier to the South-Sea company, was permitted to return to his native country. When did the parliament affemble this year ? A. The ill of December, when his majefty informed them, that he had concluded a definite treaty with the queen of Hungary and the king of Sardinia. Violent debates were maintained this feffion about the Hanoverian troops, the feptennial aft, and feveral other quellions; but they were all carried in favour of the miniftry. The fupplies amounted to little lefs than ten millions Ilerling. i he feflion ended the 12th of May. ^ What were the principal events of ^44? A. The French, encouraged by the almolt general out- cry againft the Hanoverians, formed a defign of invad- ing Great-Britain. This fcheme was projected by car- dinal Tencin, a declared partifan of the Stuart-lamWy. Roquefeuillc was to command the fleet; count Saxe, the land-forces: and, Uie pretender s eiaeit iou, Uw 1.. twenty-third year of his age, was to head the expedition. A great number of tranfports was coHefted at Dunkirk, and about 15,000 men aflembled at that place. In order to guard againft the impending danger, the coafts of Eng~ land were properly fecured; and 6000 auxiliary troops were fcnt for from Holland. At the fame time. Sir John Norris was difpatched with a ftrong fquadron to attack the French fleet, iAc. which was difperfed by a ftorm ; and thus the intended invafxon was happily defeated. The French having, by his attempt, loft all pretences to a neu- trality, declared war againft Great-Britain on the 20th day 
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ef March ; and, on the 31ft of the fame month, a like de- 
claration of war againft France was publilhed at London. 4^. What happened in the Mediterranean ? A. The French and Spani/h fleets had been long blocked up in the harbour of Fculon by the admirals Matthews and Lefiock. In point of courage thefe two officers were equal; in every other refpedt they differed. Mathews was frank and open ; Lejlock, cunning and referved : Mathews was hot and fiery ; Lejlock, cool and difpaffionate. A violent animofity had long prevailed between them ; and it was thought imprudent in the government to join them in command. The combined fquadron of the ene- my confifted of twenty-eight (hips of the line, and fix frigates : the ftrength of the Britijh fleet was not much inferior. Admiral Rowley commanded the van of the Englijh ; admiral Mathews, the center; admiral Lejlock, the rear. Z>e Court conduced the French fleet; Navarro, that of Spain. The enemy refolved to force their way out of the harbour, and give battle to the Englijh. On the 1 ith of February, admiral Mathews bore down upon the Spanijh 
admiral’s fliip, the mounted with 114 guns. Mr. Rowley attacked the French admiral. The captains Corn- wall, Forbes, OJborne, and Hawke, followed the example of their commanders, and fought with great bravery : but admiral Lejlock, with his whole dirifion, remained above five miles a-flern ; and even the captains Burrijh, Norris, Williams, &c. who were immediately under the eye of Mathews, behaved in the moll lhameful and — uicui,u.i. Tin- bauic, however, was main- tained till night, when the enemy efcaped by favour of the darknefs. On the 14th, they were feen again at fome diftance, and Lejlock propofed purfuing them ; but Mathews was fo provoked at the behaviour of that gentle- man, that he not only prevented him from giving chace, but even fufpended him from his office. The condudl of the admirals was fubmitted to the examination of par- 
liament, and afterwards referred to the decifion of a court- martial, who, to the aftonilhment of all the world, ho- nourably acquitted Lejlock, and declared Mathews inca- pable of ferving any more in the royal navy. £. What 



1744 II. 3 £5 
What patted in G rmany ? A. Though that country had been evacuated by the French, yet was not its peace reftored. The emperor was ftripped of his dominions; the queen of Hungary breathed nothing but vengeance ; and his Prujjian majelty, there- fore, thought it neceflary for his own fafety to reftore the balance of power in the empire. With this view, on the n th of May, he concluded, at Frankfort, a treaty with the emperor, the eledtor Palatine, and the landgrave of HeJfe~CaJfd. The profefled defign of this treaty was to ftfpport the Imperial dignity, and re-eftablifli the peace of Germany; but there was a fecret article, importing, that the king of Pruffia fhould attempt the conqueft of Bohemia, and Upper Aujiria, for the emperor ; in return for which, his Imperial majefty was to make certain conceffions to the court of Berlin. In profecution of this fcheme, the king of PruJJia invaded Bohemia, through Saxony, at the head of 84,000 men. Another body of his troops penetrated 

through Silejia into Moravia ; and the two armies being joined, the king laid ttege to Prague, which, though defended by a garrilbn of 13,000 men, was obliged to furrender in a few days. As the emperor’s health was now in a very declining ftate, the queen of Hungary formed a defign for procuring the Imperial crown to her confort, the great duke of Tufcany. 
What was done in Flanders ? A. By this time the courts of r/ewaan^^^/Z/rr had mu- 

king invaded Flanders, at the head of 120,000* men ; ^and meeting with no oppofition from the allied army, which amounted only to 76,000, he foon made himfelf mailer of Courtray, Menin, Fumes, Mount-Caffel, and other for- 
u 9n.the 0the: hand> Prince Charles of Lorrain paiied the Rhme^ ^nd. laid all the Lower Alface under contri- bution. The king of France was no fooner informed of this circumflance than he returned from Flanders with 40,000 of his belt troops, in order to flop the progrefs of the enemy ; but, though his army confided of 116,000 men, he could not prevent prince Charles, who had only 71,000, from repairing the Rhine with very little lofs. ihat prince, being foon after joined by 16,000 ^^, 

whofe 



356 History c/’ENGLAND. 1744 
vvhofe fovereign had now declared in favour of her Hun- garian majelty, drove the king of f rujfta out of Bohemia, with the lofs of 30,000 men. But, notwithftandkig thefe fucceffes of the Auflrian arms, the French reduced the important fortrefs of Friburgh, and the emperor was reftored to his hereditary dominions. What were the tranfaftions of the war in Italy ? A. Don Philip, having received a reinforcement of 20,000 French under the prince of Conti, had now an army 60,000 ftrong. The king of Sardinia was at the head of 30^000 men. The combined armies of France and Spain forced the entrenchments of Villa-Franca and 
Mount alb an; though art and nature feemed to have con- fpired in rendering them impregnable. In this attempt they loft about 5,000 men ; but they took a great num- ber of prifoners, and among the reft, the marquis de Suze, the king of Sardinia’s natural brother. They then laid fiege to Coni; and the king of Sardinia coming to its re- lief, a battle enfued on the 24th of September, when the confederates obtained the vhftory. Neverthelefs they abandoned the fiege, after having loft in it about 6,000 men. Mean while his Neapolitan majefty, having violated his neutrality, by joining his troops to thofe of his bro- ther Don Philip, his dominions were- invaded by prince Lobko^ujitz-zsiic count Brown, two Auftrian generals ; the latter of whom attacked Velitri with fuch impetuofity, 
were foon after obliged to retire out of Naples; and the armies on all fides were put into winter quarters.^ ^ When did commodore Anfon return from his famous 
voyage round the world ? r A. In 1744. In September 1740, he had failed from FnAand with a fmall fquadron of fhips, confifting of the Centurion of fixty guns; the Glouce/ler, the Severn, the 
Pearl the Hager, and the Frial floop; with .two viaual- lers, and about 470 land forces, under the command of colonel Cracherode. The Severn and Pearl were feparated from him on the coaft of Bra/fl, whence they returned to England. All his other (hips, except the Centurion, were 
eithe? Iqft or deftroyed, for want of hands to navigate 
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them. He burned the town of Paita in Peru, where he found a good deal of plunder. He likewife took the rich Acapulco ihip, ovManilla galleon, valued at 400,000/. fler- ling. And, after undergoing an incredible number of diffi- culties, he arrived at Spitbcad on the 15th of June. His treafure was conveyed in a triumphant manner to London, where it was received amidft the fhouts and acclamations of the people. He himfelf was foon after created a peer. What were the other occurrences of this year ? A. Marefchal Belleijle and his brother being feized at Elbingrode in the deflorate of Hanover, were fent over to England, and confined in Windfor caftle. The like acci- dent happened to the earl of HolderneJJe, ambaflador from Great-Britain to the republic of Venice. He was flopped by the Imperialifts near Nuremberg ; but was foon after fet at liberty, 'znx John Balchen's ffiip, the ViBory, of no guns, efteemed the fineft firft-rate in the world, was call away on the coaft of Alderney ; and this brave comman- der, with all his crew, amounting to 1100 choice fea- men, too of whom were volunteers and gentlemen of for- tune, perilhed in the ocean. This year was dillinguilhed by the death of the celebrated poet Mr. Pope, and of Sarah, the old duchefs of Marlborough: the former of whom died in June ; the latter, in Odober, aged 85. 

When did the parliament-aflemble this year? A. On the 27th of November, previous to which fe- vetal changes were made in the miniftry. A coalition was formed between the oppofite parties, which was di- ftinguilhed by the appellation of the broad-bottom, and was intended to comprehend gentlemen of every deno- mination. The lord Carteret, who, in confequence of his mother’s death, was now become earl Granville, re- signed the feals as fecretary of ftate, and was fucceeded in that poll by the earl of Harrington. The duke of Bedford was appointed firll lord of the admiralty, and the earl of Chejlerfeld lord lieutenant of Ireland. The fupplies amounted to 6,462,890/. and a quadruple- alliance was concluded, at Warfavo, between his Bri- tannic majefty, the queen of Hungary, the king of Po- land, and the States-General, The feffion ended the 2d of May. 
^ What 
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What were the tranfaflions of 1745 ? si. The death of the emperor C/&«r/« VJI. which hap- pened in 'January of this year, produced a great altera- tion in the flate of affairs in Europe. The grand duke of 'Tufcany, confort to her Hungarian majefly, was immediate- ly declared a candidate for the Imperial crown ; while his pretenfions were warmly oppofed by the French king, who intended to raife to that dignity, either the young eleftor of Jhanjaria, or the king of Poland. Both thefe princes, however, declined the offer ; and the grand duke, in fpite of all the intrigues of the French court, was defied em- peror at Frankfort in the month of September of this year. Mean while, the French king, refolving to make a conqueft of the Aufrian Netherlands, invaded that country, at the head of a powerful army, and invefted the city of Tour- nay. The duke of Cumberland, who co-mmanded the allied army, though greatly inferior to the enemy in number, determined to make an attempt for raifing the fiege. This brought on the famous battle of Fontenoy, which was fought on the ill day of May, and in which, after an obflinate and bloody engagement, the allies were defeated with the lofs of 7,000 men. The lofs of the enemy w’as hill more confiderable. Neverthelefs, as they were now freed from all oppofition, they reduced Tcurnay, Ghent, Bruges, Oudenarde, Dendermonde, Of end, Newport, Adh, and feveral other places ; and the French, king after a long and fuccefsful campaign, returned in tri- umph to Paris. - gK What happened in Germany ? A. The landgrave of HeJfe-CaJJel withdrew from the al- lied army the 6,000 troops, which he had in Britifh pay ; and joined them to thefe of the eleflor of Bavaria. This young prince, however, finding himfelf unable to oppofe the progrefs of the Aufrian arms, concluded a peace with her Hungarian majefiy. The king of England had 

formed an excellent plan for compoling all differences be- tween the king of PruJJta, the queen of Hungary, and the eledlor of Saxony : but, this being rejedled by the courts of Vienna and Drefden, the king of Prufia entered Saxony with a powerful army ; difpofTefTed that eledlor of all his 
dominions; and obtained two complete viflories over the 

combined 
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combined armies of Aujlria and Saxony ; the fir#, on the 3d of June ; the fecond, on the 18th of September; in confequence of which, the queen of Hungary and the eledtor of Saxony were obliged to agree to a peace, by which his PruJJian majefty retained pofleflion of Sihjia. What palled in Italy ? A. War was declared again# his Sardinian majefty, by the republic of Genoa-, who having engaged in a treaty oftenfive and defenfive with the crowns of France and Spain, the affairs of the Aujlrians were entirely ruined in that quarter. Neverthelefs, admiral Medley, who com- manded the Britijh fleet in the Mediterranean, bombarded Genoa, Final, St. Remo, and Bajlia in the ifland of Corjica. ^ What happened in the other parts of the world ? A. On the 17 th of June, Louifiourgh, the bulwark of tilt French empire in America, was taken by a body of 6,000 Neixt-Englanders under Mr. Pepperel, aflifted by a Britijh fleet of ten Ihips of war, commanded by commodore Warren. The garrifon conflfted of 1,200 regulars. The beliegers loft too men ; the befleged 240. Did not a rebellion break out in 1745 • A. Yes; and one that was attended with the moft danger- ous confequences ? Pleafe to mention the moft remarkable particulars. A. We have already obferved, that the cry, raifed again# the Hanoverian forces, had encouraged Charles, the young pretender, to form a defign, in the preceding year, for exciting an infurreftion in Scotland, which, however, he was obliged to poftpone. This attempt he now deter- mined to refume ; and, accordingly, Charles, who was then about twenty-five years of age, embarking with feven ad- herents only, on board a frigate of eighteen guns, with 900 ftand of arms, fet fail from port St. Lazare in Brhs tanny. Soon after, he was joined by the Elizabeth, a French fhip of fixty-fix guns, between whom and the Lion man of war, a BrJtiJh (hip of fifty-eight guns, commanded by captain Brett, a bloody engagement enfued, when the Elizabeth ffteered off, Mean while Charles profecuted his voyage to the weftern ifles of Scotland, and landing at Ardnamurchan, near the houfe of Kinloch Moidart, was immediately joined by Cameron of Lochiel, the titular duke of Perth, the vifeount StrathaUan, lord Nairn, lord George 
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Murray (brother to the duke of Athcl) and by feveral other chieftains. The government was no fooner informed of thefe circumftances, than they fent orders to Sir John Cope, who commanded the king’s forces in Scotland, to cruih the infurreflion in its infancy. With this view. Sir John fet out for the North ; but the pretender, giv- ing him the flip, advanced fouthwards, and entered Perth on the 3d of September. Here he proclaimed his father, and reviewing his forces, found them amount to about 30CO men; but moft of them miferably armed and accoutred. Soon after, he continued his march towards Edinburgh, the m-giftrates of which feemed determined to make a vigorous refiftance ; but this appears to have been all a farce ; for the city was furrendered at the firft fummons. The preten- der, being now mafter of the capital, caufed his father to be proclaimed at the crofs of Edinburgh, and publilhed three manifeftos, which, after promifing mighty things in favour of the Scottijh nation, conftituted Charles regent of Scotland, England, and Ireland. His forces now conftfted of 
about 4000 men. <£. What happened next ? 

A. Sir John Cope had by this time returned towards Edinburgh, and taken poft with his army (the exaft num- ber of which was never known) in the neighbourhood of Prejlon-Pans. Here, on the morning of the 21ft of Septem- ber, he was attacked by the rebels with fuch imjaetuofity, that his forces were broken and routed in the fpace of ten minutes. 400 of the king’s troops were killed ; and, among thefe, the brave colonel Gardiner, who fell covered with wounds in fight of his own threfhold. About 1200 were taken prifoners, together with the train of artillery, tents, baggage, and military cheft, containing 6000/. in fpecie. The lofs of the rebels was very inconfiderable. Sir John Cope was afterwards tried by a court-martial, and acquitted. The rebels made an unfuccefsful attempt upon the caftle of Edinburgh, which was defended by general Guejl, a brave and experienced officer. In a few days after the battle, the pretender received a fupply of money, arms, and ammuni- 
tion, from France. About the fame time he was joined by Gordon of Glenbucket, the earl of Kilmarnock, the lords Elche, Cgihie, Pitjligo, and Balmerino ; and finding his army now 
amount to 6000 men, herefolvedto march into England. 
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<$?. What preparations were made for his reception in that kingdom ? A. His majefly, who had been in Germany during the greateft part of the fummer, returned to England on the 16th of Augujf, when he received loyal addrefles from the city of London, and from moft of the towns and corpora- tions in the kingdom. The like addreffes were prefented by the two houfes of parliament, which aflembled on the 16th of Ottober, and granted 7,063,252/. for the current fervice of the year. Large fums were fubfcribed by the public companies, and by many private perfons, forcloath- ing his majefty’s troops in the North. Aflbciations were " formed by the gentlemen of York, and of feveral other counties, for the fupport of the government. The lawyers, headed by lord chief-jultice Willes, made a tender of their fervice to the king. In a word, the whole nation feemed to unite as one man, in defence of his majefty’s perfon and government. A camp, confifting of 14,000 men was formed at Nenvcajlle, under general IVade. A ftrong fqua- dron was ftationed in the Channel, under admiral Vernon, in order to prevent an invafion from France. A proclamation was ifliied for apprehending Jefuits and popith priefts ; and every other precaution taken that could be deemed neceflary for the fecurity of the kingdom ? - ££. What were the rebels doing in the mean time ? A. Their whole army, amounting to 6000 foot and 260 horfe, entered England on the 6th of November ; and laying fi ge to the city of Carlijle, took it in lefs than three days. Upon this a new army was raifed, to be commanded by the oiCumberland, and, under him, by Sir John Ligonier. This army, confifting of 13,000 men, took poft at Jield. The rebels intended to have penetrated into Wales ; but finding that impradticable, they direfted their march by Manchefter, Macclesfield, Congleton, &c. and on the 5th of December, their whole army entered Derby, within ninety- feven miles of London. Underftanding, however, that great preparations were made to oppofe them, and that his. majefty had refolved to eredl the ftandard of England upon Finchley-Common, they fuddenly wheeled about, and re- treated towards Scotland, leaving a garrifon in Carlifie for the defence of that place. The duke of Cumberland pur-, hied them with the utmoft celerity j but was unable ta 

R over- 
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overtake them, till he arrived at the village of Clifton, where I he had a Ikirmilh with their rear-guard, in which feveral j were flain on both fides. His royal highnefs, having re- 1 duced Carlijle, which furrendered on the 31ft ol December, I returned to London. Thus ended the expedition of the rebels 1 into England, which, all circumitances confidered, muft be I allowed to have been conducted in a very mallerly manner; ] as they were unprovided with horfes, magazines, and many I of them with arms. In the mean time, Macleod and Monro, I who had raifed their clans in favour of the government, j were defeated in the north by lord Lewis Gordon (brother 1 to the duke of that name) who had alTembled a ftrong j party in behalf of the pretender. 4^ What did the rebels do upon their return to Scotland? i A. Being joined by the Frazers, under the mailer of lovat, who had been drawn into the rebellion by his fa- ther, the famous lord Lovat, one of the greatdl hypocrites that ever exifted; and being likewife re-inforced by 6 or 700 men in the French king’s pay, under lord John Drum- viond', they laid fiege to the town of Sterling, which they took: but were unable to make any imprelfion upon the caftle, which was gallantly defended by general Blahney. Upon this a new army of 10,coo men was raifed by the go- vernment, and the command of it given to general Hawley, who was ordered to relieve the caltle of Sterling. The re- bels, amounting to about 8000 men, met him at Falkirk, on the 17 th of January .1746, when a battle enfued ; in which the king’s forces were defeated with the lofs of 4co men killed, and about 300 taken prifoners. Among the former Were Sir Robert Monro, colonel Whitney, and fome other officers of dillinflion. The rebels loft in all about 200. What was the confequence of this misfortune ? A. The duke of Cumberland was appointed commander in chief againft the rebels ; and accordingly his royal high- nefs fet out from St. James's, on the 25 th o{ January, at one in the morning, accompanied by the lords Cathcart and Bury, and colonels Conway and York. On the 30th he ar- rived at Edinburgh, and next day began his march againft the rebels, who, alarmed at his approach, abandoned the liege of Sterling-Cajlle, blew up their magazines, and re- treated to Jnvernefs. Here the young pretender very nar- rowly efcaped being taken in his bed, by lord Loudon, who 
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had diftinguilhed himfelf greatly in the fervice of the go- vernment. The rebels, however, took Fort-George and Fort Augujlus, in the month of February ; and defeated the Sutherland militia at Dornoch; but thefe Ioffes were more than compenfated by the retaking of the Hazard floop of war, which the rebels had furprized the preceding year. About this time 6oco HeJJians landed in England, under the command of their prince, who was attended by the earl of Crawford, a moft accomplilhed officer. The duke of Cumberland, having fecured the important polls of Sterling and Perth with the Hejfan troops, advanced with his army Ko Aberdeen, which he entered the ift day of March. Thence he proceeded towards Invernefs, and palling, on the izth of April, the deep and rapid river Spey, without oppofnion, arrived at Nairn. The rebels lay at Culloden, to the number of 8coo men. The royal army was nearly of the fame force. ^ Pleafe to mention the molt remarkable circumllances of the battle of Culloden. A. On the 16th oiApril, early in the morning, the whole royal army marched from Nairn in four columns. The rebels formed their front in thirteen divifions, being fo many clans under their refpedtive chiefs. About one o’clock in the afternoon the cannonading began. The artillery of the rebels was ill ferved, and did very little execution ; but that of the king’s troops made dreadful havock among the enemy. Impatient of this fire, their front-line advanced to the charge, and about 500 of the rebels attacked Barrel's and Monro'-i. regiments, with their ufual impetuofity ; but were foon driven back with confideiable lofs. At the fame time, Kingflori’s and Hawley's dragoons pulled down a park- wall that covered their right flank, and falling in among them, fword in hand, compleated their confufion. The Ftenth forces on the left did not fire a ffiot ; but flood in- active during the engagement, and afterwards furrendered themfelves. prifoners of war. The young pretender, though hi, corps tie referve was fiill entire, galloped off, without making the leal! refinance. A large body of the rebels marched off the field in order, with pipes playing : the reft were routed with great flaughter, no lefs than zocoof them being killed in the adlion and purfuit. The king’s forces had been highly exafperated by their former Ioffes and difgraces; 
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and to this refentmentvvas pwing the greatnefs of the carnage. Of the royalifts there fell about 300, and among thefe lord Robert Kerr, fon to the marquis of Lothian. The earl of Kilmarnock was taken on the field of battle: the lord Bal- merino furrendered himfelf a few days after. The marquis of Tullibardine fpllowed his example : but the moft extraor- dinary part of the prifoners were four ladies, who had been very inftrumental in procuring friends to the pretender ; and one of them, in particular, the lady Mackintojh, though her hufband was at that time an officer in the king's army, had forced a great many of her clan to join in the rebellion. The young pretender retired to Aird, where he held a con- fultation with lord Lovat, and fome other chieftains; and as 40,000 louis d’ors had lately an ived from France, a propo- fal was made for renewing the rebellion : but their affairs were now fo defperate, that the fcheme was deemed im- pradlicable. The duke of Cumberland, immediately after the aftion, proceeded to Invernefs, of which he took pof- feffion. He then advanced to Fort-Augujius ; and having received the fubmiffion of almoft all the clans and chieftains, returned to London, which he entered amidlt the acclama- tions of a grateful people. ^ What became of the pretender ? A. According to the narrative of his efcape, as given by himfelf, he, immediately after the decifive battle of Culloden, fled to Fort-Augujlus, and thence to Glenbias-dale, where he paffed feveral days and nights without fleep, and almoft without fuftenance. Though he was obliged to truft his life to the fidelity of above fifty individuals, and a price of 30,000/. was fet upon his head; yet could not that great fum tempt the meanelt of them to feize or betray him. At one time he affumed the charader of a ihip-wrecked mer- chant ; at another he appealed in a female drefs, and paffed for the fervant of a young gentlewoman, named Flora Macdonald', in croffing the water with whom, he was fired at by the militia. He was feen in his female garb by feve- ral perfons, who were in fearch of him ; but without their entertaining the leaft fufpicion. Underftanding, however, that his difguife was difcovered, he affumed the habit of a travelling mountaineer, and in that condition wandered a- bout among tlie woods and heaths, in continual danger of z ' being 
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.being feized by his purfuers. On the 18th of June, he got into the very center of a detachment of the king’s troops, whom he heard relieving the guard, and talking to one another. Here a young man, permitting himfelf to pafs for Charles, and refufing to furrender, was killed upon the fpot. This contributed greatly to fave the life of the pre- tender, who afterwards travelled by feveral camps; and even paffed between the centinels of one. In the courfe of his peregrinations, he was frequently obliged tojye all night upon the bare rocks, and to live on falt-filh and the coarfefl: provifions. In a word, he was fometimes reduced to fuch extremity, that he was a!molt tempted to furren- der himfelf to general Campbell. At laft, after having wandered about from the 16th of April till the 19 th of September, he arrived at Locbnanaugb in Moidart, where a French Ihip, the Bel'ona of Nantz, lay ready to receive him. On board of this veffel, he himfelf, with a few other exiles, embarked.. He was then in a very bad ftate of health, and was clad in a Ihort coat of black frize thread-bare, over which was a common highland plaid, girt round him by a belt, from whence depended a pillol and a dagger. He immediately fet fail for France •, and, after having been chafed by two Englijb Ihips of war, landed fafely at Rojcau, near Morlaix in Bretagne. Having there equipped'himfelf> he repaired to the court of Ferfailles, where he was feemingly 
careffed ; but this was all grimace, if we except cardinal Tencin and his creatures. Himfelf and his brother (fince made cardinal of Torke) had appointments juft fufficient to fupport them with decency. The French found their ac- count in providing for his followers, who entered into their armies. ^ What became of the rebel prifoners? A. Being brought up to London, the noblemen were committed to the Tower ; thofe of inferior rank to New- gate. The earls of Kilmarnock and Cromartie, with lord ” Balmerino, were indicted before their peers, and found guilty. Kilmarnock and Balmerino were executed upon Tower hill, Augujl 18. Cromartie's life was fpared ; and he was fentenced to a mild imprifonment, and allowed a 
moderate lupport. CorA Lo<vat, who had been taken, had been fo very cunning, that the government found it dith- R 3 cult 
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cuit to proceed againft him, as they had done againft the other noblemen, by way of indiftment; and the commons were therefore obliged to impeach him before his peers. Mttrray, the pretender’s fecretary, appeared as an evidence againil him ; and, the prifoner’s guilt being inconteftably proved, he was condemned to lofe his head. After his condemnation, he made feme attempts to procure a par- don ^ but finding all his endeavours intffedlual, he avowed himfejf a jacobite and a papilt. His behaviour on the fcaf- fold was remarkably chearful, and even facetious. He farveyed the crowd with attention, examined the axe, jeited with the executioner, and after repeating a pafiage from Horace, intimating, though very unjuftly, that he died a martyr for the liberty of his country, he laid his head upon the block with the utmolt indifference. Courts of judica- ture were opened in Southwark and in the north of England, for the trial of the rebels of inferior note. Out of forty- three, who were condemned at London, no more than feven- teen were executed. They fuffered upon Kennington-common. Among thefe were Tonxjnley, colonel of the Manckejler regi- ment j and ont Morgan, a lawyer. The like lenity was fhewn to the rebels in other parts of the kingdom ; nor were any put to death, except thofe whofe conduct was attended with fome circumftances of a very aggravating nature. In November 1747, Charles Ratcliff, brother to the earl of Dervoentwater, who had been taken in a fhip bound to Scotland, was arraigned on a former fentence palled againlt him in' 1716 ; and the identity of his perfon being pioved, he was executed on Tower-hill. What were the detached events of 1745 ? J. In the beginning of this year died the famous Sir Robert Walpole, earl of Orford, and late prime-minifter. Though he had had, for fo long a time, the management of the public treafure, yet his circumftances were far from being affluent. What were the parliamentary tranfaflions of 1746 ? H. On the 14th of January his majefty made a fpeech to both houfes, in which he acquainted them with the ftate of affairs on the continent. The Dutch ftill continued to aft with their ufual dilatorinefs. Prince Waldeck had given in a plan to them, by which he defired to be put at the head 
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of i:g,oso men. The ftates-general refufed to declare war againit France, though they agreed to furnilh 40,000 men for the fupport of the common caufe. Great divifions prevailed at this time in the Englijh minidry. Some pro- pofed,' that the war againft Frame ihould be perfecuted with the utmoft vigour, and that England fhould bear the chief lhare of the expence ; but this was ftrongly oppofed by the duke of NewcajUe, the earl of Harrington, Mr. Pel- ham, and others, who immediately refigned their places. Upon this the earl of Granville was appointed principal fcCretary of date ; but finding it impoffible to raife the fup- plies, he re-delivered the feals to his majefty ; and the gen- t!emen, who had refigned, were reftored to their employ- ments. The quiet of the miniftry being thus re-eftablifhed, the public bufinefs went on with the greateft unanimity. The parliament beftowed an additional revenue of 25,000/. per ann. upon his royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland, for the fervice he had done the nation in defeating the re- bels at Culloden. A£ts were palled for difarming the High- landers ; abolilhing the Highland drefs; obliging all fchool- mafters in Scotland to take the oaths to the government; and reftraining the exercife of the epifcopal religion in that kingdom, where moll of the epifcopifts were profefled Jacobites. What were the military tranfadlions of this year ? A. The allied army in Germany amounted to 44,000 men ; the French army, to 100,000. The former was com- manded by prince Charles of Lorrain ; the latter, by marlhal Saxe, who, taking advantage of the weaknefs of the confe- derates, reduced BruJJels, Louvain, Antwerp, Mans, St. Guillain, Charleroy, Namur, and, in a word, made himfelf mailer of all Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault. The allies, however, being now re-inforced to the number of 80,000 men, refolved to check the progrefs of the enemy; and, on the 10th of October, was fought the battle of Roucoux, in which the confederates were defeated with the lofs of 5000 men. The French, though they gained the victory, loft above double that number. This aftion terminated the campaign in Germany. What happened in Italy ? 
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A. The French army in that quarter was commanded by marfhal Maillebois ; the Spanijh, by count Gages, and after- wards by the marquis de las Minas. The Aujlrians were conduced by prince Lichtenjlein, and afterwards by general Botta ; the Piedmontefe by general Leutrum; and fometimes his Sardinian majefty affumed the command of the whole. The combined armies of France and Spain amounted to 73,000 men ; thofe of Aujiria and Piedmont to 76,000. In February baron Leutrum furprifed the flrong fortrefs of Afti, 

and made the garrifon, of 5000 men, prifoners of war. On . the 4th day of June, the French and Spaniards were defeated at Placentia, with the lofs of 12,000 men ; and on the 9th of Augujl, they fuftained a defeat at Rotto-Tredo, when their lofs amounted to about 8000 men. The lofs of the Aujlrians in both thefe engagements, did not exceed 8coo men. Soon after, the Aujlrians made themfelves . mafters of Genoa •, where they behaved in fuch a tyrannical manner, that the inhabitants rofe in arms, and drove them out of the city with great llaughter. The French xs\& Spaniards, however, being entirely expelled from Italy, 
count Brcvsn, a brave and enterprizing general, palled the Far, with a body of 50,000 men, and penetrating into France, laid fiege to Antibes, in which he was aifilted by a Britijh fleet under admiral Medley ; but hearing that mar- Ihal Belleijle was advancing againlt him with a powerful army, he repafled the Far, with little or no lofs. ep. What were the naval tranfadlions of this year ? A. In September, a defcent was made upon the coall of Brittany by 5,£00 land-forces, under general Sinclair, at- tended by a fleet of fixteen (hips of the line, under admiral Lcjlcck. The general laid fiege to port VOrient, but was notable to take it; and he returned to England, without per- forming any adlion of importance. In the Weft-Indies, the French made an attempt for the recovery of Cape-Breton ; and the Englijh formed a defign of reducing Quebec, the ' capital of Canada : the former icheme proved abortive ; the latter was not carried into execution. Commodore Mitchell was broke for his cowardly conduft in allowing a French fleet to efcape him at Martinico, where he had been ftaticned to intercept it. In the Eaft-Indies, commodore Peyton ftiame- 

fully declined coming to an engagement with M. de la Bourdonnois, 
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Bourdonncis, the French admiral, who took Madrafy without oppofition. The French likewife made an unfuccefsful at- tempt upon fort St. David's. £>. When did the parliament afiemble this year ? 2. On'the 18th of November, when his majefty, in his fpeech to both houfes, acquainted them, among other things, that the funds, appropriated for the fupport of his civil government, had, for feveral years paftr fallen greatly Ihort of the revenue intended, and granted by parliament. The whole fupply amounted to 9,425,254/. The land- tax was fixed at 4 s. in the pound. A duty was impofed o» windows, coaches* and wheel-carriages. Among the laws paffed this feflion, was an a£t abolilhing the heritable jurifdi&ions, and taking away the tenor of wardholdings in Scotland-, which, being a fpecies of flavery, were deemed, an inconfiftency in a free government, invelled the fuperiors with a dangerous power over their dependents, and were reckoned one of the principal foarces of thofe rebellions, which had broke out fince the revolution. The feffion clofed with an aft of indemnity, out of which eighty-fix perfons were excepted. On the 18th of June the parliament was diflblved, and writs were iflued for fummoning a new one. What were the moft memorable events of 1747 ? A. Negociations for a peace were carried on zx. Breda i but the French ambafladors behaved with fo much arro- gance, that the conferences proved abortive. As the Dutch had hitherto afled only as auxiliaries in the war, ftrong en- deavours were ufed by the other allies to perfuade them to engage in it as principals; and to this they were further excited by the bold and mafterly harangues of the celebrated VanHaran. At this time the date of affairs in Europe re- ceived a confiderable alteration by the marriage of a prin- cefs of Saxony with the dauphin of France, whofe firft wife had lately died. Several of the French minifters were in- clined to a peace ; and fo much the rather, as they wanted to execute the fcheme, which Maurepas had formed, for making the navies of France ftronger than thofe of Great- Britain and Holland united ; and for the dripping the Englifir of all their fettlements in the Ea/i and Weft-Indies. In the 
mean time, however, the French king refolved to profecute 
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the war with the utmoft vigour. Accordingly, marfhal Saxe, created marihal de camp general, a poll, which had not been poflefled by any perfon fince the time of the great ‘Turenne, entered the Netherlands with 150,000 men ; while a feparate army of 60,000 was defined to ad in Provence. Saxe detached count Lowendahl, his near rela- tion, with a body of 27,000 men, with which he fell into Dutch Brabant, and reduced Sluys, Sas Van Ghent, and Hvlft. . The duke of Cumberland, who commanded the allied army, advanced to the relief of this laft place ; but juft as he was approaching it, he was informed of its fur- render by a general difcharge of the artillery from the forti- fications, by which a great many of his men were killed, and even his own perfon was put in the moft imminent danger. Did not the Dutch refent thefe attacks ? si. The common people, fufpeding that they were be- trayed by their governors, refolved to choofe a fladtholder; and they accordingly raifed to that dignity U illiam Henry Frixo, prince of Orange, confort of Anne, eldeft daughter of his Britannic majefty. The ftates, animated by the new ftadtholder, came to fome vigorous refolutions againft France-, but ftill they refufed to'declare war in form. On the 2d of July was fought the battle of Val, in which the allies were defeated with the lofs of 6000 men. The lofs of the French amounted to 1 i,oco. The confederate army xnuft have been entirely ruined, had not Sir John Ligonier, at the head of a few fquadrons of horfe, charged the whple line of the French cavalry, and, by that means, fecured the retreat of the allies. The confederates, however, took feven ftandards, eight pair of colours, and about 700 pri- foners ; fixty of whom were officers. Both the Dutch and Aujlrians behaved fcandaloufly in this battle : almoft the whole lofs fell upon thtEngliJh, the HeJJians, and Hanoverians: fo that the French king was heard to fay, that the Englifli not only paid all, but fought all. On the 1 5 th of July, count 
Lovoendahl, wiih 30,-coo men, invefted Bergen-op-Zootn, efteemed the ftrongeft fortrefs in Dutch Brabant, and defended by a numerous garrifon under old baron Cronftroom. On the 16th of September the place was taken by affault; and fuch was the negligence of the governour, that, had it not been for the bravery of lord John Murraf% Highlanders, who fought 
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fought till two thirds of them were killed upon the fpot, Cronftroom muft have been taken prifoner in his bed. ’Twas generally fuppofed, that he had received private orders to let the place be furprized. Loiuendahl, as a reward of his fervices, was created a marlhal of France. The armies on both Tides retired into winter-quarters, and the duke of Cumberland returned to England. £>. What palfed in Italy} A. Genoa was befieged by the Auftrians under Scbuylem- berg, who was foon after obliged to abandon the enter- prize. What were the naval tranfaflions of this year ? A. On the 3d of May, a Britijh fleet of fifteen men of war, under vice admiral Anfon and rear-admiral Warren, defeated, off Cape-Finifterre, a French fquadron of nine Ihips of war, commanded, by M. de lajonquiere and M. de St. George. The Englijh took feveral (hips, containing a good deal of treafure. Admiral Anfon was created a lord ; Sir Peter Warren was made a knight of the Bath. On the 14th of Oilober, admiral Hawke, with fourteen men of war, defeated, near the fame place, another French fleet, and took fix of their (hips. The fight was long and obftinate : 8oo of the enemy were killed or wounded, and about 3000 taken prifoners. Of Englijh, 154 were killed, and 5158 wounded. In the Eaft-Indies, admiral Bofcawen made an unfuccefsful attempt upon Pondicherry, of which M. Dupleix was governor. He afterwards met, on the coaft of Coro~ rr.andel, with a violent ftorm ; in which feveral of his Ihips, and 1200 men; pevilhed. What were the domeftic occurrences of this year ? A. The praflice of fmuggling had now rifen to fuch an intolerable height, and the perfons concerned it lawful trafiick had committed fuch enormities (fome of them having even been guilty of robbery and murder) that the government offered a reward of 500/. for every fmug- gler that was taken. In cpnfequence of this, feveral fmug- glers were feized, tried, and executed. Mr. fanfien dillin- guilhed himfelf greatly in this affair. fjh When did the new parliament afiemble ? A. On the \ot\t oi Hcwember. The eleftions had been carried every where in favour of the minillry ; and it was , R 6 plainly 
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plainly perceived, that this parliament would be of the fame complexion with the laft. The money granted for the fervice of the year 1748, amounted to 8,507,930/. Such was the alacrity of the public in contributing towards the exigencies of the government, that, books being opened for a fubfcription of 6,300,000/. that fum, and two mil- lions more, were fubfcribed in a few hours. The feifion ended the 13th of May. Q What were the tranfa&ions of 1748 ? j4. The king of PruJJia feemed, at thjs time, to bear no good-will towards the court of Great-Britain •, for he ap- pointed, as his ambaffador at Baris, the earl marlhal of Scot- land, who had been engaged in the rebellion of 1715 : a flep, that was thought an infult upon his Britannic majefly. On the 1 ith of March, conferences for a peace were opened at Aix-la-Chapell^ where the earl of Sandwich, and Sir ‘Thomas Robinfon, adled as the Britijh plenipotentiaries. In the mean time, a French army of 45,000 men, under anarlhal Lowendahl, invefted Maeftricht; but, as the place was mot reduced at the Signing of the preliminaries, it was agre*ed, that, for the glory of his Chriftian majefty’s arms, it Ihould be furrendered, on condition of its being imme- diately reflored. The French are laid to have loft in this fiege about 6000 men ; belides 5000, who perilhed through the inclemency of the feafon. The preliminaries were figned on the 19th of April, when a proclamation was puh- lifhed at London for difcontinuing all hoftilities in the Low- Countries, and in the Channel. The definitive treaty was concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle on the 7th of Oftober. The contra&ing powers were, her imperial majefty, the kings of Great-Britain, France, Spain, Sardinia, the Dutch, the Modenife, and Genoe/e. What happened in America ? A. As hoftilities had not yet ceafed in that part of the world, rear-admiral Knowles reduced port Louis in Hifpaniola, and made an unfuccefsful attempt upon St. Jago de Cuba. In September, he engaged a Spanijh fleet under Reggio and, Spinola, who were obliged to fheer off; but, jull as he was expetting the plate-fleet, he received the difagreeable news that a peace was concluded. Thus ended a bloody and expenfive war; in which the EngUJh and French, 
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French, the principal parties concerned, gained nothing but the experience of each other’s ftrength and refources. The tteaty of peace was very little agreeable to any of the con- trading powers ; but leaft of all to the Englijh. Nothing was concluded in favour of the Britijh commerce : the re- ftitution of Louijhurg was extremely unpopular : and the granting hoftages to France, for the performance of articles, was deemed a national difgrace; though precedents may be found for it m the Englijh hillory. The value of the captures made by the Englijh, in the courfe of this war, was fuppofed to amount, at an average, to two millions fterling. A little before the ceffation of hoftilities, 37,000 RuJJians had arrived in Germany, to the affiftance of the allies; but the peace was no fooner figned, than their march was countermanded, and they returned to their own coun- try. At this feme time, the young pretender, who then refided at Paris, was given to underhand, tlxat it would not be proper for him to continue any longer in France ; but as he negledted to take the hint, and even refufed to retire, he was one evening, while ftepping out of his coach into the opera houfe, feized by a party of French guards, whoy haying tied him with a cord, like a common felon, con- dufted him, firft, to Vincennes, and thence to the frontiers of the kingdom. When did the parliament meet this year ? A. His majefty returning from Germany, where he had pafled the fummer, and had founded the univerfity of Gottingen, opened the feffion on the 29th of November. An oppofition was now formed in the Houfe of Commons, confifting of a few independent country gentlemen, and the fervants of the prince of Wales ; between whom and his majefly a new mifunderftanding had broke out. The whole fupply for the fervice of the year 1749, amounted to 7,030,382 1. 5 s. i d. Several bills were paffed in the courfe of this feflion, though not without violent debates ; and among others, the mutiny-bill; a bill for fubjedting half-pay officers to martial law, in the fame manner as if they were on whole pay; a bill for extending and im- proving the trade to Africa ; one for eredting a fifh-mar- ket in Wtjlminjler ; and another for encouraging the whale- 
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whale-filhery. The felfion was clofed on the 13th of June. What were the moft remarkable incidents of 1749 ? A. Party-riots broke out at this time in feveral parts of England; one particularly at Oxford, where certain young men drank the Pretender’s health, and were guilty of feme treafonable pra&ices. For this crime, two of them, Dawes and Whitmore, were tried and imprifoned. Another riot happened Litchfield races, where fome perfons of qua- 
lity, and among others the duke of Bedford, were grofsly infulted. The duke of Newcaftle was chofen chancellor of the univerfity of Cambridge-, though the prince of Wal-s, it is faid, had ex^ refled fome defire of obtaining that dignity. At this time a civil government was eftabliflied in Nova Scotia, chiefly by the patriotic endeavours of the earl of Halifax, firit lord of trade and plantations. 3730 perfons and families engaged themfelves to go over to that colony. The greateft part of them arrived there in June, under the conduit of colonel Cornwallis, their governor ; and, in a little time, after a town was builr, which was de- nominated Hallifax, in honour of the founder. Algernon, 
duke of Somefiet, dying on the 7th of February, was fuc- ceeded in his titles of baron of Warkwortb, and earl of Northumberland, by Sir Hugh Smithfon, of St annul ck in Torkjhire, who had married the lady Elizabeth, only daughter of his grace above-mentioned, and baronefs Piercy, &c. in her own right. £?. When did the parliament afiemble this year ? A. No-vember 16. The whole fupply amounted to above four millions. The moft important aft palled this felfion, was that for reducing the intereft of the national debt; by which it was ordained, that the creditors fhould receive four ger cent, for one year ; three and a half per cent, for fevcn years ; and three per cent, ever after. The merit of this excellent fcheme was chiefly due to Mr. Pelham, and Sir John Barnard. Another aft of great confequence was palled, namely, that for encouraging the Britijh white herring and cod-lilheries. It imported, that a ca- pital, not exceeding 500,000!. might be fubferibed ; the proprietor to receive three per cent, per ann. upon the paid in, during fourteen years. A bounty of ju s. and after- 
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afterwards of t^cs. per ton was allowed. The affairs of the fociety were to be managed by a council, confiding of 30 perfons. The prince of Wales, who favoured the under- taking, was chofen governor. Some regulations were made for encouraging the growth of filk in the fouthern colonies of America, and for improving the Africuit trade. The fefTion ended the 12th of April, when his majefty in- formed the parliament of his intention to go abroad. What were the occurrences of 1750 ? A. In February and March, two fhocks of an earth- quake were felt in London ; which, though no ways violent, yet being uncommon, filled the people with the moil dread- ful panic ; and this was ilill further encreafed by the ridi- culous prediflions of a wild enthufiaft, who pretended to fortel, that, in a little time, another ihock would happen, which would lay all London and Wejiminjler in ruins. In May, an infeftious diftemper broke out in Newgate, which proved fatal, at the fittings in the Old Bailey, to Sir Samuel Pennant, lord mayor ; to one of the aldermen ; to two of the judges ; to many of the lawyers; and to moil of the jury. On the 31ft of "July died the king of Portugal. OSlober the 24th, a definitive treaty was concluded between Great Britain and Spain. No pofnive (lipulation was made in it againil fearching Britijh fhips in America ; though this had been the original caufe of the war. The people ex- claimed loudly againft this omiffion : and. No featch. No J'earch, became the general cry. i£. When did the parliament a/Temble this winter ? A. Not till the 17th of January 1751. 1'he fupply for the fervice of the current year amounted nearly to five millions fterling. The chief fubjedl that came before the commons this feflion, was the affair of the Wejlminfttr election. Lord Frentham, one of the reprefentatives for that city, having accepted of a place under the govern- ment, had thereby vacated his feat in parliament. He again offered himfelf as a candidate, as did likewife Sir George Vandeput, who was fupported by all the anti-mini- fterial party. After a violent ftruggle, lord Trent ban was declared duly eledtcd. The party in oppofition, however, had afled with fo much violence, that Mr. Crowle, an attorney, and Mr. Murray, brother to lord Elibank, the 

principal 
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principal leaders of the mob, were fummoned before the Houfe of Commons. Mr. Crouule received a reprimand on his knees from the fpeaker ; but Mr. Murray, refufing to give that mark of fubmiflion, was committed prifoner to Newgate, where he remained during the whole courfe of the feffion ; at the end of which he returned to his own koufe in triumph. He would probably have been re-com- mitted to the fame place at the next meeting of the parlia- ment; but he thought proper, before that time, to retire out of the kingdom. An aft pafled this feflion for abo- liihing the old ftile. The parliament rofe on the 25th of 

What were the other tranfaftions of 1751 ? A. This year proved fatal to feveral royal perfonages. On the 20th of March died Frederick, prince of Wales, in the 45 th year of his age *. Never prince was more uni- verfally beloved while living, or more lincerely regretted when dead. His royal highnefs’s death produced an en- tire change in the ftate of parties in England. A bill pafled for fettling a regency, in cafe of the king’s demife before his fuccellbr Ihould be 18 years of age. The prin- cefs of Wales was appointed regent, and was to be affifted by a council of regency, compofed of the duke of Cum- berland, and the principal officers of Hate.’ The other royal perfonages who died this year, were Frederic, king of Sweden, and landgrave of Hejfe-Cajfel, who expired April the 6th j the prince of Orange, who was carried off in the 41ft year of his age, Oficber t\te nth; and Louifa, queen of Denmark, youngeft daughter to his Bri- tannic majefty, who died in the 27th year of her age, De- cember the 19th. The prince of Orange left iffue, the 
* His royal highnefs left behind him five fons, and three daughters, viz. princefs Augufla, born Augufl 11,1737, and married in 1764, to the hereditary prince of Brunf-wic ; George (our prefent moft gracious fove- reign) born May 24, 1738 ; Edward, duke of York, born March 14, *739 5 princefs Elizabeth Caroline, born December 30, 1740, fince dead-; prince William Henry, duke of Gloucefter, born November 14, 17434 prince Henry Frederic, born OBober 27, 1745: princefs Louifa Anne, fince dead born March 8, 1749 ; and prince Frederic William, born May 13, 1730 ; the two laft are fince dead. The princefs of Wales, at the lime of her huflband’s death, was far advanced in her pregnancy, and the was afterwards delivered of a princefs, named Matilda, princefs 
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princefs Caroline, and the count de Buren. The queen of Denmark left behind her one fon, and three daughters. Many Ihocking crimes were committed this year. Mifs Blandy poifoned her father; and one Jefferies, a young woman, with her lover, murdered ner uncle. All thefe criminals were executed. In what date were foreign affairs at this time ? A. They continued nearly in their former fituation. Mod of the powers of Europe cultivated the arts of peace, while the French pufhed their fcheme of ufurping the do- minion of all North-America. In the mean time, the em- peror and emprefs of Germany exerted their whole intered, in order to get their fon, the archduke Jofeph, eledted king of the Romans; and in this they were affifted by his Britannic majedy, but oppofed by the kings of France and Pruffia. When did the parliament affemble this winter ? A. On the 14th of November. The fupply for the fer- vice of the enfuing year amounted to about four millions derling. Several adts were paded this fedion ; one for enabling the government to purchafe the charter of the African company, the trade of which was to be carried on by a committee of merchants of London, Brijiol, and Li- verpool ; another for regulating places of public enter- tainment, and obliging all who kept them to take out a licence ; a third for reducing a great number of the funds into one; a fourth veding in the crown the forfeited edates in Scotland; and a fifth ordering murderers to be ex- ecuted the day immediately after their condenfnation, and their bodies to be didedted. The parliament rofe the 26th March, and, in a few days after, his majedy fet out for Hanover. What were the chief incidents of 1752 ? A. Sir Peter Warren was chofen an alderman of London ; but being informed, that this office was inconfident with his pod of admiral, he paid his fine of 5001. and declined the intended honour, which was bedowed on William Beck- ford, Efq; afterwards lord-mayor. A mod horrid prac- tice prevailed at this time, viz. that of infuring fhips for more than their real value, and afterwards burning or (inking them. For this crime one Lancey, a fhip-builder, 

was 
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was executed-; and Benfon, member for Barnftable, who had been concerned with him, fled his country, imme- diately upon his majefty’s return from Germany, which happened on the 18th of November, the earl of Harcourt, governor, and the bilhop of Norwich (late of London) pre- ceptor to the prince of Wales, refigned their places, which were conferred upon the earl of M'aldcgra-ve, and the bilhop of Peterborough. A mifunderftanding happend at this time between the courts of London and Berlin, concerning the principality of Eafl Friejland •, in confequence of which his PruJJian majefly flopped payment of the Silefia loan to the Engtijh proprietors. He afterwards published a paper in vindication of his condudl, entitled, An Expcjition of the Motives; but this was fo ftrongly anfwered by (heBritiJb court, that his PruJJian majelly candidly gave up the point. When did the parliament meet this winter ? A. Not till the t ith of January, 1753. The fupply for the fervice of the current year was 2,132,707 1. 17s. 2i d. The national debt at this time amounted to -74,368,415 1. 15 s. id. Two remarkable bills palfed this felfion ; one to permit perfons profeffing the JevoiJh religion to be na- turalized by parliament; another for preventing clan- delline marriages. Both thefe adts were extremely unpo- pular. The former was repealed the fucceeding feflion ; the latter continues Hill in force. The parliament broke up on the 7 th of June, What were the other tranfaftions of 1753. 

A. Sir Hans Sloane's collection of curiofnies, together with, his library, was purchafed by the public for 20,0001. and tht Harleian collection of manuferipts for 10,coo 1. Thefe two, being joined to the Cottonian and royal libraries were converted into the Mufeum, which is now to be feen at Montague-houfe, under the direction of its truftees and governors. This year was diftinguifhed by the romantic affair of Elizabeth Canning, a young woman, who pre- tended, that on Nevj-year's day, Ihe had been feized, under Bedlam-viall, by two men, who tore off her clothes, put a gag in her mouth, and carried her to Enfield-vsajh ; where Ihe was robbed of her Hays, and confined for a month, without any other fuftenance than a few Hale crufts of bread, and about a gallon of water; and that all thefe hardthipa 



1754 G e o r c e II. 379 
hard (hips were impofed upon her, in order to make her turn proftitute. Oge Maty Squires, a gipfey, was tried and condemned for robbing Canning of her flays ; but ] was afterwards reprieved, and indulged with a pardon t and Canning herfelf, being tried for perjury, was found guilty upon the cleared evidence, and tranfported for life. On the yth of ‘June, Dr. Cameron, brother to the famous rebel Locbiel, was executed at ‘Tyburn for high-treafon. Tumults were raifed at this time at Brijiol, Leeds, and in other parts of the kingdom, on account of the exporta- tion of corn, and the high price of provifions ; nor could they be fupprefied, without the interpofition of the mili- tary power. This year was founded a fociety for the en- couragement of arts, manufadtures, and commerce ; an excellent and patriotic inditution, which has already pro- duced, and it is to be hoped, will continue to produce, the greated national advantages. J^. When did the parliament ademble this year l A. On the 15th of November. The whole fupply amounted to 2,797,916 1. 10s. zd. The feffion ended the 6th of April. Soon after, the parliament was diflblved by proclamation, and writs were iffued for fummoning a new one. ^ What were the mod memorable events of 1754 r A. In the beginning of March died Henry Pelham, Efq; firdlord of the Treafary, who had long been confidered as prime minider, and who, though a whig in principle, was yet fo moderate in his condudl, that he was equally edeemed by both parties. He was fucceeded as fird com- miffioner of theTreafury, by his brother, the duke of NevjcaJHe ; and Sir Thomas Robmfon was appointed fecre- tary of date. In the fpring of this year, fome difputes arofe between the government of Great Britain, and the Houfe of Commons in Ireland, on the delicate fubjedl of privilege and prerogative; but, by the prudence of the Englijh minidry, all differences were happily compofed. What was the date of the Britijh affairs in America at this time ? A. Ever fince the peace of Aix-la-Cbapelle in 1748, and even long before that period, the French had been en- deavouring, and with too much fuccefs, to drip the En- glijb 
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glijh of all their pofleflions in Nortb-America. With this 
view, they had debauched from the Britijh intereft the Indians, called the Six Nations. Thefe and other favages they had inftigated, by prefents and promifes, to exercife all kinds of cruelty upon the Englijb planters; and they had even offered a reward of three pounds fterling for every Englijh fcalp that was brought in by a Canadian. In 1746, the. Acadians, or French neutrals, had joined openly with the Canadians ; and they, foon after, made an attempt, though without fuccefs, upon the infant co- lony of Hallifax. Upon the conclufion of the peace, commiffaries were appointed by Great Britain and France, for fettling the limits pf their refpeftive poffeflions in North-America ; but the French geographers had arbitrarily contrived boundaries, marked out rivers, and given names to nations in fuch a manner, as to exclude the Englijh almoft entirely from Nova Scotia. In.1751, the French neutrals burnt the little town of Dartmouth, on the other lide of Chehudio-bay,'x\\trt they killed and fcalped a great number of Britijh fubjeds. In the mean time the French were extending their encroachments in other parts of America; and they built a long chain of forts, fuch as Crown-Point, fort du dhuefne, fort Frontiniac, &c. upon grounds which belonged either to the Britijh crown, or to the Britijh Indians. The Englijh planters had tamely con- nived at the building of thefe torts; and fome of them were even built before it was fo much as known that they were begun. In a word, it appeared from the whole pro- ceedings of the French in North-America, that they had formed a regular and well concerted plan for making themfelves mailers of all that part of the world. Repeated complaints of thefe encroachments had been made by the Britijh mipiftry to the court of Ver/ailles; but no regard was paid to their remonllrances. They therefore relolv- ed to adopt more vigorous meafures. Major Wajhingtou was fent, with a fmall body of troops, to diflodge the French from a fettlement, which they had made upon the Ohio ; but he was defeated, with the lofs of the bell part of his men. Inllruftions were then tranfmitted to the Britijh governors in America, to form a fort of political ponlederacy, and to repel force by force; but fuch was the- 
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the jealoufy, which at that time prevailed among the different colonies, that it was found extremely difficult to effeft the wiffied-for union. 4>. What was the ftate of the Britijh affairs in the Eaft- Indies ? A. The French had been long carrying on the fame de- figns in the Eaft, as in the Weji-Indies ; and the Britijh in- tereft in the former part of the world, was reduced to the loweft ebb, when, in 1751 and 1752, it was fuddenly, and almoft miraculoufly, reftored by the prudent conduft and undaunted courage of Mr. (now lord) Clive. This gentleman, the fon of an attorney in London, had entered into the fervice of the Eajl-lndia company, only as a wri- ter, and was confidered as a perfon but very indifferently qualified for fucceeding in any civil ftation. He now offered his fervice in- a military capacity ; and, though totally unacquainted with the art of war, he defeated the French, and the French Indians, in feveral pitched battles ; and being aflifted by major Laurence, who had lately come over from England, he puffied on his conquefts with fuch incredible rapidity, that the enemy were glad to fue for a peace. Accordingly a convention was con- cluded m November 1753, between t\\e Englijh and the French Eajl-lndia companies. The affairs of the French in that part of the world were managed by Mr. Dupleix, governor of Pondicherry; and. feveral Nabobs, or petty princes'of the country, fhared in the war. j What Were the other incidents of this year ? A. The hereditary prince of HeJfe-CaJJel, confort to the pnncefs Mary' of England, turned papift; to the oreat grief of his father, and the aftoniffiment of all theVo- teilant courts of Europe. In Spain, the Britijh intereft was powerfully fupported by Mr. Wall, the prime-minifter, who had been ambaffador in England; while the Portuguefe, in hopes of improving their trade by quarrelling with Gnat Britain, impofed the mod cruel hardffiips upon the Englijh merchants fettled in Portugal; but matters were at alt fuffered to return into their natural channel. Rob- beries and murders were very frequent at this time ; but they were afterwards checked by means of * police, or plan >f civil government, confiding not in the exercife of arbi- 

trary 
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trary power, but in the ftrift execution of laws already in force. This plan was drawn up in 1754, by the late cele- brated Henry Fielding, Efq; and has been fince happily executed by his brother and fucceffor, Sir John Fielding. 6). When did the new parliament allemble ? The eledtions had been carried on with the utmoft unanimity in all parts of the kingdom, except in Ox- fordjhire, where great dilturbances happened. 1 he fef- fion was opened the 3ill day oS-May, by the duke of Cumberland, and other lords, under commiflion from his xnajefty; and the controverted eleftions were no fooner determined, than the parliament was prorogued. It met again on the 14th of November. The iupply for the fervice of' the enfuing year amounted to. 4>°73>779.1* part of which was to be raifed by a lottery. One mil- lion of this fum was exprefsly allotted for enabling his majefty to augment his forces both by fea and land. The parliament rofe the 25th of April, when his majelty 
declared his intention of vifiting his dominions. ^ What were the principal occurrences of 1755 ? A. As a war with France was now unavoidable, ma- jor-general Braddock was fent to North-America, with a 
body of regular forces, who were there to be joined by the provincial troops. Braddock was a man of courage, but haughty, pofitive, and difficult of accefs; qualities ill fuited to the temper of the people, among whom he was to command. Upon his arrival in America, he fet out at the head of al^out zoco men again!! the French forts on the Ohio ; bur, when he had advanced within ten miles of fort duQurfne, he was fuddenly attacked by an ambufeade of the enemy, who gave him a total defeat. Braddock himfelf. Sir Peter Hal At, the greateft part of the officers, and about one halt the common foldiers, perilhed in the engagement. Governor hi/irky, > now made a general, was equally unfuccefsful, though . not fo unfortunate. He had marched with a good body o! troops again!! the French fort at Niagara, but he failed in the attempt; and even his retreat might have been rendered 
very precarious, had not Mr. Jehtjon, 'a native of Ireland, who had long refided \aAmerica, obtained, with about 5000 ; provincials, a complete victory over the French near Lake ^ 
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George\ where baron Diejkau, their commander, was wound- ed, and taken prifoner. At the fame time colonel Monck- ton drove the French, with great bravery, out of all their forts in the bay of Fundy ; and obliged 15,000 Acadian;, or French neutrals, to deliver up their arms. Still, how- ever, the moil: incurable jealoufies prevailed among the Englijh colonies in North-America ; and nothing could per- fuade them to adopt the excellent meafure, which was propofed MAlbaity ; w'x. that of refolving all the govern- ments into a kind of political republic, under one head. £>. What were the naval tranfattions of this year ? A. Advice being received at London, that, notwith- Handing the pacific profeffions of the French court, a large fquadronof Ihips of war,with a good number of land-forces on board, was ready to fail from Breft and Roch/ort, for America, under the command of M. de la Motbe; admiral Bofcavjen was fent out with a Hrong fleet, in order to in- tercept them. The duke de Mirepoix, the French ambafla- dor in England^ was no fooner informed of this circum- ftance, than he publickly declared, that the firft gun, which fliould be fired, would kindle a war throughout all Europe. This menace, however, far from intimidating the Englijh , ferved only to fharpen their refentment, and to make them redouble their warlike preparations. A&m\rs\Bofca'wen fell in with the French fleet on the banks of Newfoundland; and, though he was prevented by a thick fog from difcovering and attacking their whole fquadron, he yet made prize of two of their Ihips of the line, the Lys and Alcide, which were taken by captain, afterwards lord, Howe, and captain Andrews. At the fame time orders were ilfued by the Britijh miniftry for making reprifals.general, in Europe as well as in America ; and for bringing all French Ihips, whether outward or homeward bound, into Englijh ports: and thefe ciders were executed with fuch fpirit and punftuality, that be- fore the end of the year, ^ro of the enemy’s merchant fhips, and about 8..oo of their failors, were taken. The French exclaimed againft thefe captures, which they were pleafed to term piracies; but all reafonable men allowed, that they were no more than a proper retaliation for the hoftilities, which the French had committed in America ; 
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and that the 'conduct of the Englijh was as jullifiable as it was prudent. <j>. In what Hate were the affairs of the continent at this time? A. The French monarch, among the other plans he had formed for diflreffing the Englijh, made no fecrqt of his defign of attacking his majelly’s Gw/watt dominions. Thefe countries evidently had no fort of connexion with the matters, which gave rife to the war j but being fubjett to the fame fovereign with England, the French imagined his majefty might be terrified into a relaxation of his rights 
in America, to preferve Hanover from the calamities with which it was threatened. Their politics, however, in this inflance, proved as unfuccefsful as they w'ere unjuft. His majefty refufed to make any abatement of his claims in America : he took other methods for preferving the peace of Germany. The Britijh fubjedts, by their repre- fentatives, not more generoufly than reafonably, refolved to defend the Hanoverians, if attacked in their quarrel. To anfwerthis purpofe, his majefty entered into a fubfidy-. treaty with the emprefs of Ruffla ; in virtue of which fhe waste hold in readinefs 55,0c o men, and forty or fifty gal- lies, to be employed as the king of Great Britain fhould think proper to direft. The alliance with Rujfta was chofen for reafons, which w'ere then fufficiently plaufible ; though it is to be hoped they will never exift again. The mifunderfUnding, which had fo long fubfifted between the king of FrvJJia and England, and the clofe con- nexion of that prince with the court of Verfailles, railed no ill-grounded apprehenfions, that he might be induced to adt a dangerous part on this occafion. RuJJia was, therefore, a proper ally, who was botfi a political and perfonal enemy to that monarch, and who would not fail to employ a formidable power againft him. But this fyfiem was, in a fhort time, totally reverfed. The two cm- prefles of Germany and RuJJia had formed a defign of making a partition of his PruJJian mnjefty’s dominions. The king of Poland, as eledtor of Saxony, acceded to this treaty; but his Britannic majefty, though often invited, refufed to agree to fuch an iniquitous projedt. The king of PruJJla was no fooner informed of thefe circum- llances. 
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cumflances, than he publickly declared, that he would draw his fword again ft any foreign troops (French as well as others) who Ihould prefume to enter Germany* Matters were, therefore, very foon explained between their Britannic and PruJJian majefties j and a treaty was con- cluded between thefe two monarchs, to keep all foreigners out of that country. Thefe treaties with Rujfta and PruJJia were cenfured as inconfiftent with each other; but, m reality, nothing could be more confident, as they aimed precifely at the fame objedl, namely, the oppofing the fchemes projected by France, for difturbing the peace of Germany. If, however, there was fomething unex- pected in the alliance between Great Britain and Pruf- Jia, it was foon followed by another alliance of a nature infinitely more furprizing. This was a treaty offenlive and defer five between the courts of Vienna and Ver/ailles. By this extraordinary revolution, the whole political fyf- tem of Europe affumed a new face. The conteft was now no longer, as formerly, between the rival houfes of Auftria, and Bourbon ; but between thofe of Auftria and Prujfta. The treaty between their Britannic and Pruftian majefties was highly acceptable to all thofe who wilhed well to the proteftant intereft in Europe. At the fame time his majefty entered into another treaty with the landgrave of HeJJe- Caftel, for-taking into Britijh pay 8000 Hejftans ; and this number was afterwards increafed to 12,000. When did the parliament meet this year ? A. On the 15th of November, when his majefty ac- quainted them with the meafures he had taken. Several changes were now made in the miniftry. Sir Thomas Robin- fon refigning the feals as fecretary of Hate, his majefty delivered them to Mr. Ftx, who was fucceeded, as fecretary at war, by lord vifcount Barrington. Mr. Pitt, and fome others, were removed from their places; and Sir George Littleton fucceeded Mr. Legge as chancellor of the Exchequer, and a lord of the treafury. A little before this, viz. on the 1 ft of November, there happened a moft dreadful earth- quake, which (hook all Spain and Portugal, and many other parts of Europe-, and laid the city of Lijbon in ruins. Nothing could be more tremendous than the fpe&acle, which that city prefented to view. About 10,000 perfons S perilhed 
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perifhed on the occaiion ; but the Englijh, then refident in fuffered the leaft of any of the inhabitants. Hisma- jelty was no fooner informed of this terrible calamity, than he imparted it to-the parliament, who, with a generolity truly noble, voted a gift of 100,000 /. for the affiftance of the dilirefled people of Portugal. What enhanced the merit of this gift, was, that, though the Englijh were themfelves, at that very time, in great want of grain, a confiderable part of the Arm was remitted in corn, flour, rice, and Injh beef-; fupplies, which came very feafonably for the poor Portuguese; and for which the king of Portugal returned his thanks, in the warmeft terms, to the Britijh crown and na- tion. The number of feamen (including mariners) for the fervice of the enfuing year, was fixed at 50,000 ; that of the land-forces, at 34,763, befides ten new regiments of foot, and eleven troops of light dragoons, that were voted to be raifed, 115,000/. were granted as a reward for the fervices done by the people of certain colonies of North- America-; and 5000/. as a gratuity to Mr. Will:am Jobn- Jan, who was created a knight and bart. The whole iupply amounted 10 7,229,117 l. ^s. (3\d The land tax was 4^. in the pound. The parliament rofe on the 30th of May. What were the principal events of 1756 ? A. As the French threatened Great-Britain with an inva- fion, his majefty demanded of the emprefs queen, the auxi- liary troops which were Aipulated to him by treaty; but thefc were refufed upon the moil frivolous pretences. He then made a like demand upon the llates-general, and met with a like refufal. Some propofed, that a regular and well- difciplined militia fhould be raifed for the fecurity of the kingdom ; but as this experiment could not be immediately tried, and the prefent juncture would admit of no delay, a body of HiJJians and Hanoverians was brought over for the defence of the ifland. The French, inllead of invading Great-Britain, made a defeent upon Minorca with a body of i6,oco men under the duke de Richelieu, efcorted by a fleet of twelve (hips of the line, and five frigates, commanded 
by M. de la Gallifoniere. The troops were no fooner landed than Richelieu laid fiege to fort St. Philip, which was de- fended by a fma'l garrifon, under general Blakeney. The Eritifo mmillry, being informed of thefe particulars, dif- patchcd 
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patched admiral Byng, with ten (hips of the line, to the re- lief of Minorca. On the 9th day of May, Byng came to an engagement with Gailifoniere's fquadron oS Cape Mol a ; but 
neither fide behaved with any great fpirit. Fort St. Philip furrendered the 28th of June-, and general Blakemy was created a lord for his bravery. Byng was fuperfeded by the admirals Hawke and Saunders, was lent home in arreft, was confined to Greenwich-Hofpital, was tried for mifconduft, and condemned to be (hot; and this fentence was actually executed on the 14th of March of the enfuing year, on board the Monarque man of war at Portfmouth. By this time, Great-Bvitain and France had mutually declared war againft each other : the former, on the 18 th of May; the latter on the 9th of June. In America the forts of OJhuega and Ontario were taken by the French, under the marquis de Montcalm, notwitli(landing all the efforts of lord Loudon, who commanded the Englijh forces in that part of the world. In the Eajl Indies, Calcutta was taken by the nabob of Bengal, who (hut up the Englijh garrifon in a place called the Black-hole; where of 1.46 perfons, who were confined in it, 123 miferably perifhed, for want of frefh air and wa- ter. This lofs, however, was, in fome meafure, com- penfated by the reduftion of Geriah, the refidence of the famous pirate, Angria, which was taken by the brave vice- admiral Id'atfon, and the gallant colonel Clive. Calcutta too was foon after recovered from the enemy. In Germany, the king of Prujfia made himfelf matter of Drefden. He afterwards defeated the Aujirians at Lowofcbutx ; and he furprifed, at Pima, about 16,coo Saxons, moft of whom he compelled to enter into his fervice. Great alterations were now made in the Englijh minillry. The duke of Devonjhire was appointed full lord of the Treafury ; earl Temple, firft lord of the Admiralty ; Mr. Legge, chancellor of the Exchequer ; and the duke of Bedford, lord-lieute- nant of Ireland. Lord Hardwicke refigned the great-feal, which was put in commiffion ; and foon after William Pitt Eiq; was declared one of his majefty’s principal fecretaries of (late, in the room of Henry Fox, Efq. About this time a public Cublcription was fet on foot by Sir John Fielding, by which 400 young vagrants were cloathed, and fent on board the king’s (hips. Soon after, was founded, by a 

S 2 number 
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number of publick-fpirited merchants in London, the Marine Society; which, during the courfe of the war, fupplied the navy with about 10,000 men and boys. The fear of an invafion having now fubfided, the Hanoverians were fent back to their own country ; and they were, foon after, followed by the Htjfians. When did the parliament aflemble this year ? 4. On the 2d of December. The number of feamen was fixed at 55,000; that of the land-forces at 49,749. 50,000/. were granted for the Americans, and zo.oco l. for the Eaji-India company. The whole fupply for the fervice of the year 1757, amounted to 8,350,325/. 9*. ja'. The land-tax was 4J. in the pound; and an additional duty was laid on news-papers, advertifements, &c. Among the laws enafled this (efiion, was the militia-bill, which was brought in by general George Tovsnjbend, eldelt fon of the lord vifcount 'Tonunjhend; and which, to the great joy of every well-wifher to his country, palled through both houfes, and received the royal afient. By this aft the number of militia-men for England and Wales was fettled at 32,340. The felfion ended on the 4th of yuly. What were the moft remarkable incidents of 1757 ? J. In April, Mr. Pitt, fecretary of flate, and Mr. Legge, ■chancellor of the Exchequer, were removed from their em- ployments. Such was the popularity of thefe two worthy patriots, that the whole nation feemed to rife up, as one man, in vindication of their honour. The city of London, and moft of the corporations in the kingdom, prefented them with the freedom of their refpedtive focieties, in golden boxes. In a word, the popular clamour became fo loud and univerfal, that Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge were reftored to their places. At the fame time, the duke of Ncnvcajlle was appointed firft lord of theTreafury; \or& Anfon, firft lord of the Admiralty ; and Mr. Fox, pay-mafter of the forces. Sir Robert Henley was declared lord keeper of the great-feal; the privy-feal was given to earl Temple. ^ What were the naval tranfadlions of this year ? A. An expedition was undertaken againft the coaft of France. The fleet confifted of eighteen Ihips of the line ; the land-forces of ten regiments of foot. The former was commanded by Sir Edward Hawke; the latter by Sir John Mordaunt. 
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Mordaunt. The defign mifcarried the army having done nothing but demolifti a fort in the little ifland of Aix. Sir John Mordaunt was tried for his conduft in this enterprize, and acquitted. Captain Death, in the terrible privateer, maintained a defperate engagement with a French fliip of much fuperior force, called the Vengeance privateer of S/. Maloes. Captain Death was killed, with all his crew, (amounting to 200 men) except twenty-fix, who were, grievoufly woundetL The crew of the French fhip met nearly with the fame fate. Captain Gilchrift likewife, in the Southampton man of war, fought five French privateers, with the moft heroic courage. The Antigallican privateer took the duke dt Penthievre Indiaman, valued at 200,000 /. but this (hip being carried into a Spanijh harbour, was, by the court of Madrid, perfidioufly reftored to the enemy. Three Englijh Eaft-India (hips fought two French men of war, and obliged them to Iheer o(F. In the Weft-Indies, however, the Greenwich man of war of fifty guns, and a frigate of twenty, fell into the hands of the enemy. Ad- miral Holbourne blocked up Louifburgh\ but afterwards met with a terrible hurricane, which did great damage to hi» fleer. What puffed in Germany ? A. An army of obfervation was formed for the protec- tion of Hanover, which the French were preparing to in- vade. The army of obfervation, confifting of thirty-feven battalions, and thirty-four fquadrons, was commanded by the duke esi Cumberland: the French army, amounting to- feventy battalions, and forty fquadrons, with fifty-two- pieces of cannon, was conduded, firft by marlhal D'Etrees, and afterwards by the duke de Richelieu, The enemy at- tacked his royal highnefs, in his paflage over the Wefer •, but were repulfed with fome lofs. They afterwards fought: him in a pitched battle at Haftenbeck, where they laid claim- to the honour of the vi&ory. His royal highnefs retreated with a view to cover Bremen and Verden ; and to keep open- his communication with Stade, whither the archives, &c.. ©f Hanover had been removed. At laft, he was hemmed in,, in fuch a manner, that he was obliged to agree to the famous convention of Clojier Seven, for fecuring the neutrality of Hanover ; by which.the allied forces laid down their arms, 
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and were deftributed into quarters of cantonment. In October, his royal highnefs returned from Germany, when he refigned all his military employments; and the firft re- giment of guards was given to Sir John, now lord Ligonier. soon after, the French, having violated the convention of Ciojler-Sewn, by committing the molt /hocking outrages in the eledlorate of Hanover, the allied troops refumed their arms, under the command of the brave prince Ferdinand cf Brunfixick. With regard to the operations of the PruJJtans, 
the prince of Bivern, in the month of April, defeated the Aujlrians under count Koniofeg, at Recchmlerg. The king of PruJJia obtained a complete victory over count Bro-zvn, and prince Charles of Lorrain, in the neighbourhood of Prague. Count was mortally wounded. His ma- jefty then laid fiege to Prague; but being worded by count Daun, at Collin, he was obliged to abandon the en- terprize. Neverthelefs, on the 5 th of November, with a force not exceeding 20,000 men, he defeated, at Rojbach, an army of 65,000 French and Imperiahjls ; 3000 of whom were killed upon'the fpot, and about 8000 taken prifoners. The lofs of the PruJJians, in killed and wounded, amounted only to about 500. On the fame day of the following month, he beat count Daun at Lr/ftr, flew 6000 Aujlrians, and made upwards of zo,0:0 of them prifoners. His own 
lofs confided only in 500 killed, and about 2,300 wounded. Soon after, he retook Brejlavs and Schweidnitz, which the enemy had reduced. Count Daun, however, defeated the prince of Severn near Brejlavo, and took him prifoner. By this time the Suedes and RuJJians had invaded the PriJ~- Jian territories ; but were obliged to evacuate them by the bravery of marfliall Lehvoald, who attacked the RuJJtan camp at Norhitten, where 10,000 of the enemy were dain. ^ What happened in the other parts of the world ? 

A. In America, M. de Montcalm took Fort William Henry, where the mod Ihocking barbarities were committed by the Indians in the French fervice. In the Eajl-Indies, the brave colonel Clive, affided by admiral Watjon, depofed Suraja Dovola, nabob of Bengal, and advanced Joffer Ali Caivn in his place. By this revolution, the Eajl-India company, Mr. Clive, and all the officers gained immenfe riches. Soon after, admiral Watjon dying, was fucceeded in command by rear- 
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rear admiral Pacock. 'January the 6th, one Damien, an ob- 
feure fellow, who appears to have been difordered in his fenfes, {tabbed the French king in the bread: with a knife. The wound did not prove mortal; but Damien was put to death with the mod exquifue tortures. December the 28th, died the princefs Caroline Elizabeth, third daughter of his Britannic majefty ; a lady poffefled of every amiable virtue. ^ When did the parliament meet this year ? 4. December the id. The number of land forces'for the fervice of the year 1758, was fixed at 53,777 men ; the number of feamen at 6o,ooo. The whole fupplies amounted to 10,486,457/. J d. The land-tax was 4 r ia the pound. A duty of 1 s. was laid upon every dwelling- houfe in Great- Britain. And 500,000/. were to be raifed by a lottery. Bills were pafied for repairing London-Bridge, prohibiting the exportation of corn, regulating the pi tee and affize of bread, iSc. A new treaty was concluded with the king of Prujfia, which was figned by mod of the privy-counfellors. The feflion ended the 9th of Junei ^ What were the principal events of 1758 r A. Captam Lockhart, of the Tartar maxi of war, took a great number of Trew/'privateers; for which, he was re- warded with a fplendid piece of plate, by the merchants of London; and with a gold cup by thofe of Brifiol. Captain Torreftoi the Augufta, with the Dreadnought and Edinburgh, fought a French fleet of four (hips of the line, and three frigates, and obliged them to dieer off. Soon after, with his own fingle (hip, he made prized of nine merchant veflels in the neighbourhood of Hifpaniola. The Foudroyant man of war, with the French ’dmiral Du Qutfne on board, was taken by the gallant captain Gardiner, of the Monmouth, who lod his life in the engagement. The Orpheus and Raifonable men of war were likewife taken. The Belhqueux, a French (hip of the line, furrendered to captain Saumarez. About the fame time, commodore Holmes recovered the town of Embden, which had fallen into the hands of the enemy. The commodores Keppel and Tyrrel, with the captains Dennis, Harvey, Falkener, and others, diflinguiflied themfelves in the fea-fervice. The joy, however, arifing from our diccefles, was confiderably damped by a terrible difafter that befell the prince George 
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{hip of war, commanded by rear-admiral Broderic. She was burnt in her paflage to the Mediteranean. The admiral, and the captain, and about 300 of the crew, were faved ; but 500 of them perifhed miferably in the ocean. This fummer, Thurot, in the marflial Belleijle privateer, made a great many captures off the coaft of Scotland-, but always treated his prifoners with remarkable humanity. An ex- pedition was undertaken again!! the coal! of France. The fleet was commanded by the admirals An/on and Hawke, and commodore Howe : the land forces by the duke of Marlborough. The troops were landed at Cancalle, near St. Maloes. They were too weak to reduce that town ; but they deftroyed about ico fail of {hipping in the harbour. Soon after, another defcent was made upon the French coal!. The land-forces were commanded by general Bligh; the fleet by commodore Howe, with whom prince Edward, now duke of York, entered himfelf as a volunteer, in or- der to learn the rudiments of the fea fetvice. The troops were landed at Cherburg, where they dellroyed its famous bafon and /onification, and burnt all the Ihips in the har- bour. They likewife took about twenty pieces of brafs .cannon, which were afterwards lodged in the tower of London. The fleet then failed towards St. Makes, and the troops landed in the neighbourhood of that place. They penetrated a good way into the country -, but being at- tacked, while they were re-imbarking at St, Cat, by the duke dlAiguillon, governor of Brittany, about 600 of them were killed, and 400 taken prifoners. Among the former were Sir John Amiitage of Yorkjhire, and general Drury, who, being dangeroufly wounded, ran into the fea, where he perilhed. In Africa, the Englijh took Senegal and Goree. The conqueft of the former was originally projedled by Mr. Gumming, a quaker, who fuperintended the enterprize. The latter was reduced by commodore Ktpfel. In the Eaft-lndies, admiral Pocock beat monfieur dlApche, the French commodore; but fort St. David's was taken by the enemy under Mr. Lally, who has lince been executed at Paris. In the Weft-Indies, Louifburgh was befieged by the Englijh. The fleet was commanded by admiral Bofcawen ; the land- forces by general Amherft. The place iurrendered on the 27th of July ; and the garrifon, confiding of 5637 men. 
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made prifoners of *war. Five (hips of the line were de- ftroyed in the harbour, and one taken. General Wolft diilinguifhed himfelf greatly on this occafion. Th.eEngliJb were lefs fuccefsful in America. General Abercrombie ad- vanceds towards Ticonderago, in his march to which the gal- lant lord Howe was flain. He attacked the French intrench- ments at that place; but with fuch bad fuccefs, that he was obliged to retire with the lofs of zooo men. He afterwards difpatched colonel Bradftreet, with about 3000 provincials, again!! fort Frontiniac, which he took, and demolifhed. In another quarter, general marched again!! fort £>uefne, which the French abandoned. Having changed the name of the place into that of Pitt/burgh, in honour of Mr. fecretary Pitt, he returned to Philadelphia, where he foon after died ; his conftitution having been broken by the fatigue of the expedition. What were the tranfadlions of the war in Germany ? A. The French were mailers of Hanover; and, indeed*, they adled, in every refpefl, as the abfolute fovereigns* of that country. They appointed commiflioners for colledling the public revenues, and took feveral other fteps for deriv- ing advantage from their own conquells. Prince Ferdinand, however, who had now re-aflembled the allied army, re- folved to drive them from the ele&orate. In this he was greatly affided by his nephew, the hereditary prince of Brunswick, who dillinguifhed himfelf remarkably by his cou- rage and condudl. This young hero reduced Hoya and Minden-, foon after which the French evacuated the whole; country of Hanover. Upon their retreat from that city,, the Auks de Randan, the governor, with a genero- fity truly noble, inftead of burning his magazine of provi-. fions, according to the ufual praftice of war, caufed it either to be fold at a low price, or diftributed among the poor inhabitants. On the 23d day oijune, prince Fer- dinand obtained, at Crevelt, a complete vidtory, over the count deClermont, who hadfucceeded marlhal Richelieu in the command of the French army. This campaign proved fa- tal to the duke of Marlborough, who, on the 20th of Sep. 1 ember, died at Munfter in Germany, univerfally lamented.. 
The king of Pruffia inverted Olmutz, but was obliged, by count Dean, to raife the fiege. On the 25th of Anguft, his. S 5 majefty/ 
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majefty defeated the Ruffians under general Termer at Zorn- where the enemy are faid to have loft 21,529 men. The lofs of the Pruffians did not exceed 2000. Immediately after this battle, the Ruffians evacuated the Pruffian domi- nions ; and their example was followed by the Swedes* Ofiober the 14th, marfhal Daun furprized the Pruffian camp at Hockhirchen, where 7000 Pruffians were killed upon the fpot, among whom were prince Francis of Brun/wic, and field-marftial Keith. What were the other incidents of this year ? ji. Prince Charles of Saxony was elected duke of Ccur/and -, and the emprefs of Germany received, from the pope, the title of apoftolical queen of Hungary. A confpiracy was formed againil the life of his Portuguffie majefty,. who, on the night of September the 3d. was attacked by two ruffians,, and dangeroufly wounded. In England, a few rioters were hanged for obftrudling the militia-aft ; and about the fame time, the temporary wooden-bridge over the T/lwwer, built for the convenience of psflengers, whilft the workmen fhould be employed in widening and repairing London-bridge^. was burnt by feme villains. Dr. Florence Henjey, being convifled of afting as a fpy for the French miniftry,. was condemned to death ; but was afterwards pardoned, on condition of his going into perpetual exile. Dr. Shebbeare,, for writing a libellous pamphlet, intitled a Sixth Letter to the people of E>gland, was Sentenced to Hand in the pillory,, to pay a fmall fine, to be imprifoned three years, and to give iecurity for his future good behaviour. In May was inftituted, upon a plan drawn up by Sir Join Fielding, the Afylum, or houfe of refuge, near Wejlminjler-bridge, for orphan girls, from the age of ten to thirteen years, refid- ing within the bills of mortality, whofe fettlements cannot be found. And, in Augujl following, was opened the Magdalen-Hiiji, in Prefcct-Jlreet, Goodman's fields, for the reception of penitent proftitutes. Thefe excellent chari- ties ate, both of them, fupported by voluntary contribution. XL When did the parliament aflemble this year ? A. November the 23d. The number of land and fea- forces were continued at their former eftablifhments. The land-tax was 4/. in the pound; at which rate it has continued ever fince. The whole fupply amounted to 12,761,310 A 
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12,761,3107. igj. 57. The feffion was clofed on the- 2d of 1759. ^ What were the moft memorable events of 1739.^ A. A great number of French- (hips were ,taken by the- Fnglijh: the Bellona, by captain Hood -, the Mignonne, by captain Elliot; the count de St. Florentine of fixty four guns> by captain Barrington ; the Due de Chartres of fixty guns, by captain Faulkner.; and the Danae of forty guns, by the captains Gilchriji and Hotham. Captain Tyrrel attacked three French men of war, and obliged them to iheer off,. Havre-de-Grace was bombarded by rear-admiral Rodney. The fquadron of M. de la Clue was defeated by the brave admiral Bofcanxim, who took or burnt four large men of war. But the moft fignal defeat which the enemy fuftained, was that given them by the gallant admiral Hawke, who, on the 20th of November, attacked their fleet under M. de Confians ', took or funk fix of their capital fhips; forced feven of them up the river Vilaine-, and entirely difperfed' the reft. This was one of the moft glorious naval viftories that ever was obtained in any war, or. by any admiral. It defeated an invafion, which the French intended to have made upon Great-Britain ; and it gave a frnifhing blow to- the navy of France. Sir EdnvardHawke rtceive&.lht thanks of both houfes of parliament, and a penfion of 2000 /. a. a year was fettled upon him and his fon. In the Wejl- Indies, commodore Moore and general Hbpfon made a fruitw- lefs attempt upon Martinico; but, in a little time after, the fame commodore,, and general Barrington, reduced the iftand of Guadalupe, together with, thole of Defeada, Lots Santos, and Marigalante, which furrendered in May. In America^ Ticonderago dnd Crown-point were taken by general) Amherjl-^ and Niagara by Sir William 'Johnfen, who de- feated the French in a pitched battle. But the moft im- portant conqueft, that was made this campaign, and in- deed during the whole war, was that of Quebec, the capital' of the French empire in North America ; which was taken- by the heroic general Wolfe, who loft his life on the occa— Aon. General Monckton, the fecond in command, was dan- geroufly wounded. The place furrendered to general Town- fiend, The death of general Wolfe was lamented in Eng- 
land AS a national lofsj and a vote was pafl'ed, in the houfe- S 6,^ off 
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cf commons, for erefling a monument to his memory in Weftminfter-Abbey. In the Eaft-lndies, admiral Pocock ob- tained a frefh advantage over M. D’Apche. General Lally made an unfuccefsful attempt upon Madrafs. He was after- wards defeated by the brave colonel Coote, who likewife re- duced the whole province of Arcot. kJ. What happened in Germany ? A. Prince Ferdinand fought a drawn battle with the French under marflial Broglio, at Bergen, where the prince of Ifen- burgh loft his life. He afterwards, on the firft of Augufl, attacked, at Minden, their whole army commanded by marfhal Contades; and, after a fierce and obftinate difpute, obtained over it a complete vidtory. The enemy are faid to have loft io,oco men in this battle: the lofs of the allies was very inconfiderable. The vidlory was chiefly owing to the extraordinary bravery of the Englijh infantry and the Hanoverian guards. The hereditary prince of Brunfvuick performed feveral gallant exploits in the courfe of this campaign. The Prujftan general IVedel was worlled by the Ruffians at Zullichau. His Pruffiian majefty himfelf was afterwards defeated by the fame enemy at Cunnerfdorffi with the lofs of 20,00) men. The Ruffians loft about 10.000. At the conclufion of the campaign, the kings of Great Britain and Pruffia made propofals for opening a congrefs in order to fettle a general peace; but this invita- tion was not accepted by the enemy. ^ What were the other incidents of this year ? A. January the 12th, died her royal highnefs, Anne, princeis of Orange, eldeft daughter to his Britannic majefty; a lady endued with the nobleft accomplifhments. The confpiiators againft the life of his Portuguefe majefly were feized, tried, and executed. Among thefe were the duke of Aveiro ; the marquis of Tavora, with his lady, and their two fons; and the count of .rfMcaga/fl. The Jefuits, being concerned in this confpiracy, were expelled the kingdom. The king cf Spain dying, was fucceeded by his brother, Don Carlos, king of the two Sicilies, who appointed for his fucceflTor on the throne of the latter kingdom, his third fon, Don Ferdinand■, his eldeft fon, Philip, being declared an idiot. June the 4th, the prince of Wales (his prefent majefly) having entered the zzd year of his age, the anni- verfary 
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verfary of his birth was celebrated with great rejoicings. Addrefles of congratulation on the majority of the prince were prefented to his majefty by the city of London, and by moft of the corporations in the kingdom. September the 4th died, greatly lamented, the princefs Elizabeth Caroline, fecond daughter to the late prince of Wales. Subfcriptions were opened for raifing foldiers, and great numbers in- lifted. Large fums of money were likewife fubfcribed, for rewarding the Briti/b infantry, who had behaved fo va- liantly at Minden and Quebec : as alfo for fupporting the Widows and orphans of fuch as had fallen in thofe aftions ^ and for cloathing the French prifoners :—all of them chari- ties of the moft excellent nature. The Dutch had long car- ried on a contraband trade with the French, and feveral of their (hips had, on that account, been confifcated by the Englijh. Some hoftilities had likewife happened between the two nations in the Eaft-Indies. Three of the moft re- putable members of the States-General now arrived in England, in order to fettle thefe differences; and all difputes were, at laft, compromifed. Several Ihocking murders were committed about this time, and the criminals were brought to condign puniihment. Among thefe were, Halfey, alhip- mafter, for murdering a failor y Darby and his .two fons, for whipping a (heriff’s officer to death ■, Mary Edmonfon, for cutting her aunt’s throat in Rotherhithe ; five French pri- foners, for murdering J'ea/z de Manaux, xht\r coanityman and fellow-prifoner ; and Eugene Aram, for a murder he had committed in 1745. Two dreadful fires happened in Lon- don this year: the firft in November, in the neighbourhood of the Royal Exchange, which confumed a great number of houfes : the fecond in December, in King Street, Cevent- Garden, which deftroyed no lefs than fifty houfes. In the fpring died the celebrated mufician, George Frederic Handel. The crew of a Ihip, called the Dolphin, bound from the Canaries to Neva-York, were reduced to fuch extremity for want, of provifions, that, after devouring their dog, cat, and all the (hoes on board, they call lots for -their lives; and this falling on one Antonia Galatia, a Spanifh gentleman and paffenger, they killed and eat him. They then lived twenty days on a pair of leather-breeches, and were pro- 
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ceeding to call lots a fecond time, when they were taken up by one captain Brad/havu. When did the parliament meet this year ? J. In November. The number of feamen for the fervice of the year 1760, was fixed at 70,000 : that of the land- forces at 57,294. The fum total of the fupplies amounted to 15,503,563 /. 15 r. d. The national debt, as it flood on the 1 ith of January, 1 760, was 90,365,586/. 8j. 2$d. The fefiion ended the 2 2d of May. <£. What were the moft remarkable tranfaflions of 1760? In February, the famous monfieur Thurot made a defcent 
in Ireland with about 1000 men. He took Carrickftrgus, and railed fome contributions. He then re-imbarked his troops, and fet fail for France with-three frigates, which compofed his whole fleet; but being attacked, near the Jjle of Man, by the brave captain Elliot, with the fame number of frigates, Thurot was killed, and all his fhipa taken. Captain Skinner, of the Biddeford, and captain Kennedy of the Flam borough, fought two French ihips with great gallantry : captain Skinner loft his life in the adtion. 'I he RamilUes, a ihip of the line, was loft in the Channel •, and all her crew, amounting to 700 men, perilhed on the occafion, except one midftiipman, and twenty-five mariners. Captain l?y>w, of the (hip deftroyed, in the gulph of St. Laurence, three French frigates, with twenty-two fchooners. In America, the Cherokees having committed hoftilities upon the Englijh fettlements, colonel Montgomery marched againft them, and ravaged their country with fire and fword. About the fame time, the French invefted Quebec, which was defended by a fmall garrifon under general Murray. The general marched out, and gave the enemy battle ; and though he was worfted in the engage- ment, he foon obliged them to abandon the fiege with the utmoft precipitation. In September, general Amherjl re- duced the town and ifland of Montreal, and. thus completed the conqueft of all Canada. This year a dangerous infur- redtion was raifed in Jamaica by the negro flaves, who butchered a great number of the white inhabitants. The rebels, however, were at laft fubdued, and fome of them, brought to condign punifhment. In the Eajl-Indies, the 
gallant colonel Coote reduced Pondicherry, and obliged M. 
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Lally, the French governour, to furrender himfelf and his garrifon prifoners of war. Four Englijh fhips of the line were deftroyed by a ftorm. <5^ What paffed in Germany ? A. Several (kirmilhes happened between the French and the allies. The hereditary prince of Brunfwick diftin- guilhed himfelf greatly in thefe rencounters. He was worfted, and even wounded, at Corbach', but he after- wards retrieved his honour by defeating general Glaubitz, at Exdorf, where Elliot's light-horfe behaved with uncommon gallantry. He likewife obtained fome advantages at Zieren- berg, and other places. ‘July the 3 ill was fought the glori'- ous battle of Warbourgy between part of the allied army and the greated part of the French ; in which the latter were defeated with the lofs of 1:00 men killed, and as many wounded. The Englijh forces, under the marquis of Granby, performed wonders on this occafton. In June, the Aujlrian general, Laudohn, defeated the PruJJians under Fouquet, and reduced Glatz. The king of PruJ/ia made an unfuccefsfiH attempt upon Drefden. He afterwards obtained a complete viftory over general Laudohn, at Lignitz, and compelled: the enemy to raife the fiege of Sch-weidnitz.. In OBcbtr,. the RuJJiam and Aujlrians penetrated into Brandenburgh, and made themfelves maders of Berlin,, where they committed the mod Ihocking outrages. November the 3d, the king of PruJJia fought a bloody battle with count Duun, at Torgau. The advantage remained with the PruJJians. The lofs was great on both Tides. The king received a flight contufion in his bread, by a mulket (hot. Marfhal Daim was d<:n- geroufly wounded in the thigh. The armies were then put into winter quarters.. What were the other occurrences of this year ? A.. Lord George Sackville, being tried by a court-martial for his condutt in the battle of Minden, was declared inca- pable of ferving his majedy for the future in any military capacity whatfoever. William Andrew Horne was executed for the murder of a child, which he had had by. his own fider in 1724. In Aprils prince Edwa d was created duke of York and Albany, and earl of Uljler. May the 5th, Laurence Shirley, earl Ferrers, was executed at 'Tyburn, for the mur- 

der of Mr. Jahnfon, his fteward. In Augujl, Francis David 
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Stirn, a HeJJian, was condemned to die for the murder of one Matthe'u.s, a furgeon but, before his execution, he put an end to his own life by poifon. July the 3d, a dread- ful fire broke out in his majefty’s yard at Portfmoutb. Qtteber 31, was laid the firft ftone of the new bridge, now building over the Thames, at Black-Friars. The crew of a fhip, belonging to Galway, in Ireland, in their paflage from Norway to their own country, were reduced to fuch diltrefi for want of provifions, that they call lots for their lives, and four of them were fucceflively killed, and de- voured by the reft. Four others died of famine and fatigue; fo that, of the whole crew, confifting originally of nine perfons, none furvived but one man, called MichaelMDaniel. One Bruluman, a fil verfmith, at Philadelphia, being determined to put an end to his life, and yet being afraid to do it with his own hand, refolved to commit fome crime, which might get him hanged by the law. He accordingly Ihot one Mr. Scull, a perfon, whom he had never feen before ; in confe- quence of which he was condemned, and executed. ^ When did his late majefty die ? A. OAober xhe 25th, between feven and eight o’clock in the morning, in the 77th year of his age, and the 34th of his reign. He had rifen at his ufual hour, called his page, drank his chocolate, and inquired about the wind, as if anxious for the arrival of the foreign mails; foon after which he fell fpeechlefs on the ground, and being laid on the bed, expired in a few minutes. The immediate caufe of his death was the rupture of the fubftance of the right ventricle of his heart, by which the circulation was in- ftantly Hopped. 4^ What is thecharadler of his late majefly ? A. George II. was, in his perfon, rather lower than the mid- dle fize, wpll-ftiaped, ftraight, with eyes remarkably promi- nent, a high nofe, and fair complexion. In his temper he is faid to have been fudden and violent; but this, though it in- fluenced his private behaviour, made no impreflion on his public cohduft, which was always fufficiently deliberate, and attentive to his own interefts and thofe of his fubjefls. His parts were not lively or brilliant; but the whole of his adminiftration demonllrates, that he had a judgment both folid and comprehenfive. His virtue was proved by two of 
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the greateft trials to which human nature is fubjeft; the trull of abfolute and unlimited power; and the moll exalted llation, limited by the llriftell laws. For thefe two, fo very different fituations, very different and almolt oppofite tem- pers and talents have been always thought neceffary. But that king had a mind perfeftly adapted to both ; for, whilft, in England, he kept the liberties of his people inviolate, and, like a wife magiftrate, was pleafed to make his au- thority co-operate with law, and his will freely fubfervient -to the wifdom of ages; in Hanover, like an indulgent fa- ther, ailing only from the fentiments of a paternal heart, his affeilion and his equity fupplied the want of law and conflicution. He left, indeed, to his illultrious fucceffor, an admirable example, which he has, hitherto, not only followed, but, in many refpefts, exceeded ; and hisfubjeils take the greater intereft in his virtues, as they look upon them as more peculiarly their own; and they now boaft of a prince, who neither has, nor can have any partiality but the bed, and who is, in birth, as well as inclination, a Briton, How many children had George II ? yf By his queen, Caroline, he had two fons and five daughters, who attained the age of maturity: Frederic, prince of Wales, father to his prefent majefly, George III; William, duke of Cumberland’, Anne, the princefs royal, married to the late prince of Orange, and mother of the prefent fladtholder ; Mary, landgravine of Hejfel-Cajfel ; houifa, late queen of Denmark; Amelia and Caroline, who were never married. ^ Who were the mod celebrated writers that appeared in England during this reign ? A. Sherlock, Hoadley, Seeker, Leland, Conybeare, Warbur- ton, and Fofter, learned divines : Maclaurin, Stuart, and the two excellent mathematic:ans : Huxham, and Pringle, fkilful phyficians : Hunter, Monro, Chefelden, and Sharpe, ingenious anatomifts. The moll eminent poets were Young, Thomfon, Akenjide, Armftrong, Glover, Wilkie, Brovin, Mallet, Home, Cibber, Hoadley, Mafon, Gray, the two Whiteheads, and the two Wartons. The earl of Orrery and lord Littleton dillinguifhed themfelves by their literary pro- dudlions. The mod remarkable hidorians were Guthrie, Ralph, Carte, Smollett, Robertfon, and Hume. Johnfon ren- 
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402 History <j/ENGLAND. 1760 
dered himfelf famous by his di&ionary of the Englijh lan- guage, and his admirable eflays in the Rambler. The principal novel-writers were Fielding, Smolle.t, and Richard- fon; thelail of whom, particularly in his Clar’jjd andGrandi- fon, difcovers a furprizing knowledge of human nature, and command over the paiTions. The art of mufic was fuccefs- fuliy cultivated by Handei, Geminiani, Green, Howard, dine, and Boyce. The moft noted painters were Hogarth, Hudfon, Reynolds, Ramfay, Pyne, Wooton, Seymour, Lambert, Scot, and the two Smiths. Many fair mor unents of fculpture or ita- tuary were raifed by Ryjbach, Roub,Iliac, and Wilton. 
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VV d. George III. hisgrandfon, our prefent mod gracious fovereign, and eldeft fon of Frederic, late prince of Wales. He afcended the throne in the 23d year of his age. ^ What were the firft afts of his reign ? d. OSicbcr the 25th* (the very day on which the late king died) his majefty affembled the privy-council, at Carleton- Houfe, and addrefied them in the following terms : “ The lofs that I and the nation have fuftained by the 
death of the late king, my grandfather, would have been feverely 
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feverely felt at any time ; but coming at fo criticaT a Junc- ture, and fo tmexpefted, it is by many circumftances aug- mented ; and the weight now /ailing upon me much en- creafed. I fee! my own infufficiency to fupport it as I wi(h ; but, animated by the tendered affedtion for this my native coun-try, and depending on the advice, experience,, and abilities of your lordlhips ; on the fupport and aflidance of every honed man ; I enter with chearfulnefs into this ar- duous fituation; and fhall make it the hufinefs of my life to promote, in every thing, the glory and happinefs of thefe kingdoms ; to preferve and drengthen the conditu- tion, both in church and date : and, as 1 mount the throne in the midd of an expenfive, but jud and neceflary war, I* lhall endeavour to profecute it in the manner the mod likely to bring about an honourable and lading peace, in concert with my allies/’ This declaration was immediately pub- lidted for the fatisfadlion of the nation. On Sunday, the 26th of Qflobcr, his majedy was proclaimed, with the ufual folemnities, at the Royal-Exchange, and in other parts of the capital, which refoanded every where with joy and acclama- tions. Never prince, indeed, at the time of his acceflion, enjoyed a larger (hare of the public favour; and never prince fulftlled more exadtty the high expeftations, which the people had entertained of him, Addrefles of condolence and congratulation were prefented to his majedy by the city oi London, the two univerfities, and by mod of the towns and corporations in the kingdom. November to, the re- mains of the late king were interred, with, great funeral pomp, in Weftminjler-Abbey, the duke of Cumberland walk- ing as chief mourner on the occafion. Q When did the parliament aflemble this year ? A. November the 18th, when his majedy made a mod excellent fpeech to both houfes, in which, among many other endearing exprelFtons, were the following : “ Born and educated in this country, I glory in the name of Briton. The civil and religious rights of my loving fubjedls are equally dear to me, with the mod valuable prerogatives of my crown ; and, as the fured foundation of the whole, and ' the bed means to drawn down the divine favour on my reign, it is my fixed purpofe to countenance and encourage the practice of true religion and virtue.” The annual fum 
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of 800,000/. was granted for the civil-lift, i. e. for the fup- port of his majefty’s houftiold, and of the honour and dig- nity of his crown; and this grant is to continue in force during his majefty’s life. The number of feamen was fixed at 70,000; that of the land-forces, at 64,971. The land- tax was 4 s. in the pound. An additional duty was laid up- on beer; and a lottery was eftablifhed for 600,000 /. The whole fupply for the feryice of the year 1761, amounted to 19,616,119/. 19*. 9§V. A bill was pafled this feflion for fecuring the independency of the judges, by augmenting their falaries, and continuing them in the enjoyment of their offices, during their good behaviour, notwithftanding the demife of the fovereign, which formerly ufed to vacate their commiffions. Another adl was pafled in favour of infolvent debtors. The parliament rofe the 1 gth of It was foon after diflblved by proclamation ; and writs were ifiued for elefting a new one. What were the moft remarkable events of 1761 ? A. His majefty now proceeded to fettle his miniftry. The office of lord-high-chancellor was beftowed upon lord Henley, baron Grange. Lord Bute fucceeded the earl of Hol- dernejfe as fecretary of ftate for the northern department : Mr. Pitt was the other fecretary. The duke of Newcaftle continued firft lord of the Treafury ; earl Granville, prefl- dent of the council; lord Anfon, firft lord of the Admiralty ; earl Temple, keeper of the privy-feal; Mr. Legge* chancel- lor of the Exchequer ; Mr. Charles Tovsn/hend, lecretary at war ; and Mr. Henry Fox, pay-mafter to the army. The duke oi Devonjhire was appointed lord chamberlain of the houlhold ; earl Talbot, lord ftevvard; and the earl of Halli- fax, lord lieutenant of Ireland. Several titles of honour were conferred at this time. Lord Delaware was created* earl of Cantalupe ; John Spencer, coufin to the duke of Marl- borough, vifcount Spencer ; George Doddington, lord Melcomb- regis; and Mary, countefs of Bute, baronefs Mountftuart, of Worthy in Yorkjhire; the title of baron to defcend to her lawful iflue male by John earl of Bute. July the 8th, his majefty in council declared his refolution to demand in mar- riage the princefs Charlotte of Mecklenburgh Strelitz. The earl of Harcourt was nominated ambaflador-extraordinary for this purpofe. The fleet, appointed to efcort her moft ferene 
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ferene highnefs, was commanded by lord Anfon. The princefs landed at Harwich, September the 7th, and next day arrived at St. James's, where, about nine in the even- ing, the nuptials were celebrated. September the azd, the ceremony of the coronation was performed, with great pomp and magnificence, in Weftminfter-Abbey. On the Lord-Mayor’s-Day, their majefties honoured, with their prefence, the entertainment given at Guildhall, on that occafion. ^ What were the military tranfaftions of this year ? A. An expedition was undertaken againlt Belleijle. The land-forces were commanded by major-general Hodgfon : the fleet by commodore Keppel. The ifland furrendered on the 9th of June. In the Weft-Indies Dominique was re- duced by lord Rollo and Sir James Douglas -, and in America the Cherokees were feverely chaftized by colonel Grant. In the Eaft Indies, Mihie was taken by major Heitor Monro; and the Mogul forces defeated by major John Carnack. Joffer Ali Cawn, nabob of Bengal, was depofed; and Cqjfm Ali Cawn, his fon-in-law, advanced in his Head. Great numbers of French (hips were taken by the Englijh cruifers : the Warwick, by captain Hood; the Entreprenant, by captain Nightingale ; the Comete, by captain Deane ; the Courageux, by capt. Faulkner, &c. In Germany, Fritodar was taken by the hereditary prince of Brunfwick; and on the 15 th of July, the French army, under Broglio and Soubife, was routed at Kirch-Denckern, by prince Ferdinand, with the lofs of 5coo men. The Aujlrians took Schweidnitz. by furprize. A confpiracy was formed againft his Prufftan ma- jefty; but was happily difcovered and defeated. Prince Henry of Brunfwick loft his life in a Ikirmifh. ^ What were the other incidents of this year ? A. Negociations for a peace were carried on between the Courts of London and Verfailles; but they did not prove fuc- cefsful; and their want of fuccefs was fuppofed to be owing, partly to the infincerity of the French minifters, partly to the unwarrantable conduct of thofe of Spain. Thefe latl had, for fome time, difcovered a ftrong antipathy towards the Englifh : they now prefumed to interfere in the negociation, and to blend their interefts with thofe of the French : they had even entered into a treaty (known by the name of the 
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family compaft) with that ambitious people: and 'it was generally thought, that it would not belong, before they de- clared war in form againft England. Mr. Pitt, reflecting on - all thefe particulars, propofed, that a fleet Ihould be imme- diately fent to the Mediterranean, to intercept the Spani/h flea, or ftrike feme other blow of importance, in cafe the, miniftry of Spain refufed to give inflant fatisfaflion to the court of Great-Britain. This propofal was difapproved by all the members of the privy-council, Mr. Pitt and earl ‘Temple excepted; upon which thefe two minifters refigned their places ; the former, as fecretary of ftate; the latter, as lord-privy-feal. Mr. Put, as a reward of his important fervices, was gratified with a penfion of 3000 /. a year for three lives; and, at the fame time, a title was conferred upon his lady, who was created baronefs Chatham, the title of baron to defeend to her heirs male : a penfion the bell bellowed, and a nobility the moll honourably acquired, and moll truly merited, of any that is to be found in Englijh annals. The refignafon, however, of this great miniller, excited a loud and univerfal clamour; and the public was over-run with a deluge of pamphlets, and papers, on the occafion. He was fucceeded, as fecretary of llate, by the earl of Egremont. Soon after, the earl of Brijlol, the Britijh ambaflador at Madrid, was ordered to demand a communi- cation of the family-compaCl; or, at leall, a declaration, that it contained nothing to the prejudice of Great-Britain •, or, in the laft refort, an afliirance, that Spain had no inten- tion to take part with France in the prefent war : and upon his meeting with a refufal to all thefe demands, and the hoflile defigns of Spain being no longer doubtful, the earl left Madrid on the 17th of December. In the beginning of this year, Theodore Card He, a Genevefe painter, was executed in the Hay-Market, for the murder of one Mrs. King, in whofe houfe he had lodged. In the month of September, was hanged, in Smithjield, 'John Perrot, a bankrupt, who had concealed part of his effeCls. December the 15th, was executed, at Strahane, in Ireland, John M'Naught on, Efq; for the murder of Mifs Knox; a young lady, to whom he pretended (but very unjullly) that he had been married, and whom, inllead of (hooting her, he intended, he faid, only to have carried oft'. 
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<£. When did the new parliament affemble ? A. November the 3d, when the commons chofe, for their fpeaker. Sir John Cujl, bart. member for Granthatn in Lin- colnjhire; a gentleman of knowledge and probity, and every wav qualified to fupply the room of Mr. Onjlovi, who had fo long and To worthily difcharged that important office. On the 6th, his majefty made a fpeech to both houfes, who returned the moft loyal and affe&ionate addreffes. The number of feamen for the fervice of the enfuing year was continued at 70,000 ; that of the land-forces was fixed at 67,676. The annual fum of 100,000/. together with the palace of Somerft-houfe, and the lodge and lands of Richmond- Old-Park, were fetded upon the queen during her life, in cafe ffie Ihould furvive his majefty. Twelve millions were raifed by annuities. The whole fupply for i'6z amounted to 1 8,299,153/. 18 r. w\d. The national debt, as it flood January 5. 1762, amounted to 110,603,836/ 8r. z\d. The annual interelt payable on the above was 3,794,394/ 3/. ^d. The compelling caufe in the infolvent-adl, having been abufed to the purpofes of fraud and perfidy, was now repeal- ed. The feffion ended on the 2d day of June. What were the moft memorable events of 1762 ? A. In the beginning of this year, the duke of Newcafth refigned his poll of firft lord of the Treafury, which was bellowed upon the earl of Bute. Mr. George Grenville fuc- ceeded lord Bute as fecretary of flate ; and the earl of Hal- Ufax was appointed firft lord of the Admiralty, in the room of lord Anfon deceafed. Thefe changes in the miniftry tended ftill farther to encreafe the popular clam jur, that had been raifed by the refignation of Mr. Pitt. In May three Indian chiefs arrived in England. Auguft 12, the queen was happily delivered of a prince, who was created prince of Wales, and chriftened by the name of George Auguftus Frederic. This fummer the weather was fo exceffively hot, that feveral woods were fet on fire by the influence of the fun ; and the fucceeding winter was fo intenfely cold, that the Thames was frozen over at Richmond. This year hap- pened the famous (or rather infamous) affair of the Cock- lane ghoft, which made fo much noife. John Kello was executed for a remarkable forgery ; as were likewife Sarah 
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Metyard and her daughter Sarah Morgan Metyard, for the murder of Anne Naylor, their apprentice-girl. What were the other tranfaftions of this year ? A. January the 4th, war was declared againil Spain. In the month of February, Martinico was reduced by the Engli/h forces under general Monckton: the fleet was commanded by rear-admiral Rodney. In March, an expedi- tion was undertaken againft the Hamannah, the capital of Cuba. The fleet, confifting of nineteen {hips of the line, lAc. was commanded by admiral Pocock: the land-forces, amounting to 10,000 men, who were afterwards re-inforced by 4000 more, were condudled by the earl of Albemarle. The troops landed in the ifland the 7th day of June •, the trenches were opened againft the Havannah the ift of July; and the place furrendered on the 13th of Auguft. 1 he trea- fure and merchandize, found in the town, was valued at 3,000,000/. fterling. Nine {hips of the lipe were likewife taken. Several rich captures were made by the Englijh cruifers; particularly that of the Hermione, a Spanijk regifter {hip, eftimated at above i,ooo,oco fterling. Inthecourfe of this year a furprizing revolution happened in Rujfia. The emprefs Elizabeth dying the 2d of January, was iuc- ceded by her nephew, Peter III. a prince of weak parts, though of good intentions ; who, inftead of adhering to the fyftem of his predeceflbr, not only concluded a peace with the king of Prujjia, but even joined his arms to thofe of that monarch. He proceeded, at the fame time, to make many other innovations, which difgufted the whole body of his fubje&s. In a word, by his rafti and impolitic condud, h-e rendered himfelf fo univerfally odious, that, after poflefling the crown for the fpace of fix months, he was depofed, and thrown into prifon, where he foon after died, t is confort, and fucceflbr, the prefent emprefs, departed fo far from the plan of her hulband, as to withdraw her forces from thofe of the king of Prujjia ; but fire did not think proper to renew hoftilities againft him. She concluded a neutrality, which Ihe ftridly obferved ; and her example was followed by the crown of Sweden. Thus, by a fuccef- fion of events, equally unforefeen and unexpe&ed, was his PruJJian majefty happily faved, when he was generally thought to be on the brink of ruin. ■ He now befieged and 
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took Scb-iveidnirz, defeated the Aujlrians at Freyberg, and ob- tained over them an indifputed fuperiority. Prince Ferdi- nand, at the head of the allied army, was no lefs fuccefsful. He beat the French at Graeb:njlein, June *4; drove them from Hamburg, July 6 ; and harrafled them fo on every fide, that they were obliged to call their army from the Lo-iuer Rhine to their afliftance. The hereditary prince, however, was worfted, and even wounded, Auguft 30, at JohanniJberg ; but Caffel furrendered to the allies. June 24, Newfoundland was taken by the French: September 18, it was retaken by the Englijh. France and Spain declared war againft Portugal as an ally of Great-Britain. Their combined armies entered Portugal in the month of May. The Portuguefe forces were commanded by the count de la Lippe Buckeburg; the Britijb auxiliaries, which were fent to their affiilance, were con- dufled by the earl of Loudon, lieutenant-general Townjhend, lord George Lenox, the brigadiers Crawford, Burgoyne, Sic. The enemy took Miranda, Braganza, and Chaves, and laid fiege to Almeida-, but being repulfed, Ocl. 6, at Ftlla Velha, they were obliged to evacuate the Portuguefe dominions, and retire into Spain. In O&t Eafi-Indies, an armament was fitted out againft A/a«;7/a, the capital of the Philippines. Admiral Cornff commanded the fleet.; general Draper, the land-forces. The troops were debarked 5 pt. 24; the place was inverted in two days after ; and on the 6th of Odlober, it was taken by ftorm. The town was ranfomed for a mil- lion fterling. The Acapulco galleon, valued at half that fum, was likewife taken. This was the laft conqueft made by the Engkjh during the late war; one of the moll glori- ous and fuccefsful wars, that had ever been carried cn in any age or by any nation. In the fpace of feven years, Great- ■Britain had made herfelf miftreis of the whole continent of North-America: (he had conquered twenty-five iilands, all of them diftinguifhable for their magnitude, their riches, or the importance of their fituation: fhe had won, by fea and land, twelve great battles : fhe had reduced nine fortified cities and towns, and near forty forts and caftles: fhe had deftroyed or taken above an hundred fhips of war from her enemies ; and acquired, as is fuppofed, about twelve mil- lions in plunder. Uncommon, however, as were her fuc- cefles, fhe was far from being averfe to a peace. The 

T grand 



4io History ^/ENGLAND. 1762 
grand objeft, for which the war had been originally under- taken, was now fully attained: her fupplies of money, however great, were by no means equal to her expences : and fhe began to feel a fenfible deficiency in her fupplies of men, which were not procured but with fome difficulty, and at a heavy charge. The other belligerant powers, for more folid and fubftantial reafons, were Itill more pacifically in- clined. The marine of France was intirely ruined ; and her dominions exhaufted of men and money. Spain had no- thing to hope, but every thing to fear, from a continuance of the war; and Portugal was in a ftill woife condition. All parties therefore concurring in thefe pacific fentiments, Conferences for a peace were opened, at Pant; and, after fome negociation, it was finally concluded the 10th of Fe- bruary, 1763. Great- Britain received Florida in exchange for the Hai’annah. She retained Canada, Cape-Breton, and Goree; but reftoted all her other conqueits. Soon after, a peace was concluded at Hubertjlurgb between the emprefs- queen and his PruJJian majefty; and thus the general tran- quillity of Europe was happily re-eftabliffied. ^ When did the parliament meet this winter ? A. November the 25 th. 30,000 feamen were voted for the fervice of the year 1763: the number of land-forces was fixed at 56,360. The fum total of the fupplies amount- ed to 13,522,039/. 14 r. $\d. The national debt was 122,603,336/ 8x. z\ d. the annual intereft 4,409,797/. 13/. 8 </. The preliminaries of the peace were approved by both houfes ; by the lords, without a divifion, by the commons, with a very great majority. A duty of 4/. a hogihead was laid upon cyder; which duty (with fome qua- lifications) was to be fubjeft to all the laws of excife. This tax met with a violent oppofition, both within and without doors. Two ftrong proteils were entered againft it in the houfe of lords; and a petition was prefented againft it by the city of London. In a word, by this and feveral other means, the national difcontent was raifed to fuch a height, that lord Bute, who was confidered as prime-minifter, thought proper to refign his place of firft lord of the trea- fury, which was beftowed upon Mr. George Grenville. The earl of Halifax fucceeded Mr. Grenville, as fecretary of 

itate. The parliament rofe the 19th of April. 
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What were the moft remarkable occurrences of 1763? A. Addrefles of congratulation were prefented to his majefty, on the conclufion of the peace, by the city and mer- chants of London, by the clergy, by the two univerfities, and by many of the towns and corporations of the king- dom. The terms of the peace, however, though approved, by the parliament, and by a great part of the nation, did not appear to give general fatisfa<£lion. They were vio- lently attacked in feveral periodical writings ; particularly in a paper, called the North-Briton, conducted, it is faid, and principally compofed, by Mr. Wilkes, member of par- liament for Aylrjbury. This gentleman having, in N°45 of the North-Briton, remarked, with an indecent freedom, upon his majefty’s fpeech to the parliament, a general war- rant was iifued by the fecretaries of ftate for taking up the authors, printers, and publilhers of that paper. In confe- quence of this warrant, Mr. Wilkes was feized, and com- mitted prifoner to the Tower. Several printers, £sV. were at the fame time apprehended; but they were foon after re- leafed, and obtained large damages from the melfengers, who had arretted them. Mr. Wilkes, too, brought his Habeas Corpus before the court of Common-Pleas, the judges of which unanimoufly declared, that privilege of parliament extended to the cafe of writing a libel; and thus that gentleman was difcharged from his confinement. The houfe of commons, however, which was then fitting, feem to have been of a different opinion. They refolved, that N° 45 of the North-Briton, was a falfe, fcandalous, and feditious libel ; and that privilege of parliament does not extend to the cafe of writing fuch a libel. The lords alfo concurred in this refolution ; though not without a violent debate, a proteft being entered againft it by feventeen peers. As a farther mark of their difpleafure, the two houfes or- dered the North-Briton to be burnt at the Royal Exchange by the hands of the common hangman ; and this order was accordingly executed, though with fome difficulty and danger. Notwithftanding thefe vigorous proceedings, Mr. Wilkes commenced an aftion, in the court of Common- Pleas, againft Mr. Wood, under-fecretary of ftate, for feiz- ing his papers ; and a verdidt was given in his favour with 
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was put to the progrefs of this affair by an unfortunate ac- cident. Mr. IVilkes having, in the courfe of his writings, reflefied, with great feverity, upon Mr. Martin, a mem- ber of parliament, and late fecretary of the treafury, a duel cnfued between thefe two gentlemen, when Mr, Wilkes was dangeroufly wounded in the belly with a piltol bullet. He had no fooner recovered, than he thought proper to retire \nlo France. January ig, 17^4, he was expelled the houfe of commons. On the very fame day, a complaint was ex- hibited againft him in the upper houfe, for affixing the name of a right reverend member of that houfe to a book, full of indecent and profane ribaldry ; which book Mr. Wilkes had privately printed, and difperfed among his friends. The peers proceeded againft him for breach of privilege, while he was indifted in the courts below for blafphemy. And now expelled by one houfe ; under the cenfure of the other ; under a double profecution for a libel and for blaf- phemy, he began to be abandoned even by many of his warmeft friends. November I, he was run to an outlawry for not appearing to the indidments againft him ; and the lints, which he had commenced againft the fecretaries of ftate, fell, of courfe, to the ground. What where the other incidents of this year? J. The houfe of lady Molefvjorth in upper Brook Street, Grcfvlnor-Square, London, being accidentally fet on fire, 

•was foon reduced to afhes. Her ladyfhip, her brother cap- tain UJher, her fecond and third daughters, and four or five fervants perifhed in the flames. Augufi 16, the queen was happily delivered of a prince, who was baptifed by the name of Frederic, and foon after prefented to the biffioprie of OJnaburgh. Some difturbances were excited in Ireland, by a fet of rioters, called White-Boys. In America, a new war broke out between the Indians and the Englijh planters; but it was not attended with any material confequences. The Indians were defeated in feveral fkirmifhes. A dan- gerous mutiny happened at Quebec; but was foon fupprefled by the fpirited condudt of general Murray, the governor. In Jamaica, the powder-magazine of Fcrt-AuguJIus was blown up by lightning ; and about forty perfons were buried under the ruins. When did the parliament aflemble this year ? 
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A. November the 15th. The number of Teamen was fixed at 16,000; that of the land forces, at 17,532. The whole fupply amounted to 7,712,562/. i8r. 7\d. The national debt was 129,586,789/. lor. o\d. 1'he annual intereft 4,688,177/. 11/. Violent debates were maintained this Jeflion concerning the illegality of general warrants-, but, after a long and obftinate difpute, the queflion was ad- journed, and the point left undecided. An aft paflTed for paving the ilreets of Wejlminjler. The parliament rofe the 19 th of April. £>. What were the moft important tranfaftions of 1764 ? A. January the 16th, her royal highnefs, the piincefs Augufta, eldeft After to his majefty, was married, at 57. James's, to the hereditary prince of Brunfwick. Her por- tion was 80,000 /. Sir Jacob Gerard Downing left an eftate of 6000 /. per ann. for building and endowing a college in the univerfity of Cambridge. His majefty’s filler, the prin- cefs Caroline Matilda, was betrothed to Chrijlian, the prince royal of Denmark. This year died feveral eminent per- fonages; particularly the dukes of Devonjhire and Athol; the lord chancellor Hardwicke -, the earls of Bath, Maccles- field, Cork and Orrery ; the lords Tonunjhend and Cholmonde- ley ; Henry Bil/on Legge, Efq; Sir John Barnard; Churchill, the poet; Hogarth, the painter, &c. . April the ill. was an eclipfe of the fun. In the courfe of the fame month,, the archduke Jofeph was elefted and crowned king of the; Romans at Frankfort. The tranquillity of France was greatly difturbed by a mifunderftanding that had arifen between the king and his parliaments. The throne of Poland, having become vacant by the death of Augufius III. which hap- pened, OSiober 5, of the preceding year, count PoniatowJU, a Polijl} nobleman, was, on the 7th of September of the pre- fent year, elefted king in his dead. In RuJJia, prince Ivan, or John, (fon of Anthony, prince of Brunfiwick H’olfenhuttle, wA tine pnnetfs Anne of Mecklenburgh) who, in 1739, had fucceeded the emprefs Anne l-wanowna, and was depofed foon after; and who, ever fince, had remained in clofe cuftody, was now murdered by his guards. The reafon aftigned for this barbarous aftion, was, that one Mirowitz had attempted to fet him at liberty, in order to raife an infurreftion. The guards were rewarded : Mirowitx 

was 
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was put to death. In America, peace was concluded be- tween theEnglijh and the /W/'annations. In the Eajl-Indies, CoJJtm Ali Ca<um, the new fubah of Bengal, was depofed, and Mir Jaffier rellored to the throne. Major Adams, at the head of the company’s forces, defeated thofe of Mir CoJJim in feveral engagements. That ruffian, enraged at the progrefs of the Englijh arms, and unable to avenge himfelf in the field, iffued orders for mafiacring ali the Britijh prifoners, who had been taken at Patna. Above forty gentlemen were put to death in the moft barbarous manner. One Somers, a German, a deferter from the com- pany’s fervice, was the perpetrator of this execrable villainy. 4>. What were the principal events of 1765 ? A. The parliament met the icth of January. The num- ber of feamen continued at 16,000 ; that of the land-forces was fixed at 17,421. The fum total of the fupplies a- mounted to 7,763,090/. 13 j. £4. As no new debts were contradled, the national debt was the fame as in the pre- ceding year. A llamp duty was impofed upon the American colonies; a tax, that inflamed them with the higheft ani- mofity ; and to which they, almoft unanimoufly, refufed to fubmit. It .was therefore repealed in the fucceeding feffion. As his majefty had been lately indifpofed, a re- gency-bill was new paiTcu. The parliament rofe the 25th 
of May. What were the other incidents of this year ? A. Great changes were made in the miniftry. The mar- quis of Rockingham was appointed firft lord of the 1 reafury, in the room'of George Grenville, Efq; The duke of Grafton and Mr. Conway fucceeded the earls of Sandwich and Halli~ fax as principal fecretaries of (late. Mr. Dowdefwell was conftituted chancellor of the Exchequer; the duke of New- cajlle, lord privy-feal; the earl of Egmont, firft commiffioner of the Admiralty : and feveral other alterations took place in the inferior departments of government. Lord chief juftice Pratt was raifed to the peerage by the title of lord Camden. His majefty purchafed the fovereignty of the IJlt of Man from the duke and dutchefs of Athole for 70,000 /. Auguft the 21 ft, the queen was happily delivered of a prince, 
who was baptifed by the name of IVilliam Henry. This 
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year was diftinguiftied by the death of feveral eminent per- fonages; particularly the emperor of Germanyt who was fuc- ceeded by his fon Jofeph; the dauphin of France; his royal highnefs, William, duke of Cumberland, who died Ofiober the 31ft, in the 44th year of his age, univerfally lamented ; and his majefty’s youngeft brother, prince William Frederic, who expired December zg, in the 16th year of his age. On the 30th of the fame month, died at Rome, aged 77, the old pretender, commonly known by the name of the che- valier de St. George. A duel was fought between lord Byron and Mr. Cbanvortb, in which the latter was killed. Lord Byron, being tried by his peers, was acquitted of murder, but found guilty of manflaughter. He was exempted, however, by virtue of his peerage, from the ufual puniih- mentin fuch cafes, vix. burning in the hand. A barbarous murder was committed on board the (hip, the earl of Sand- nvich, by George Gidley, Richard St. Quintin, Peter M'Kinlie, and Andrew Zekerman, who maflacred the captain, John Cockeran, and the reft of his crew •, together with a captain Glajs, and his lady and daughter, who were paflengers. The aflaflins were afterwards apprehended ; and being brought to trial, were condemned, executed, and hung in chains. Two ruffians, named Barny Carrol, and William King, were, by virtue of the Coventry-aft, condemned to death, for way-laying, and flitting the nofe of Cranky Thomas Kirby, Efq; in the ftreets of London. A terrible fire broke out in Cornhill, which confumed above an hundred houfes, and deftrpyed effefts to the amount of 100,000/. Great dif- turbances were raifed by the Spittalfield-Weauers on account of the importation of French ftlks; but they were foon fup- prefled. In the Eaji-Indies, two victories were obtained over the forces of Sujah Dou/a ; the firft, by major Heitor Monro~, the fecond, by Sir Robert Fletcher, who likewifc made himfelf mafter of the enemy’s capital, Eliabad. £>. When did the parliament aflemble this year ? A. December the 17th. ioo.ooo/. were granted as a marriage-portion to the princefs Matilda, the future queen of Denmark. The cyder-aft was repealed, as was alio the 
ftamp-duty, which had been impoled upon the American colonies. 
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What events diftinguilhed the beginning of the year lybbi A. January 30, died Frederic V. king of Denmark, and was fucceeded on the throne by his fon Chrijiian VII. February 8, her royal highnefs, the hereditary piincefs of Brunfouick, was fafely delivered of a prince, who was chrif- tened by the name of Charles-George-Auguflus. On the 23d of the fame month, died Stanijlaus, king of Poland, and duke of Lorraine and Bar. Great difturbances were railed in Spain, on account of the court’s attempting to alter the fafhions of the nation, and for feveral other reafons. May 23, the duke of jefigned the feals as one of the principal fecretaries of ftafe, and was fucceeded in that high poll by the duke of Richmond. 
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