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The TRE FACEto the R E A D E R. 

I CHRISTIAN RE AD ER, 

| T KN p w of nothing that ought to hi /o much Man's Stuck (,in ; i 
X 9f(Ur to glorify God, whichfy the chief, End of his Creation ) 
as to know his Mi[ery by the Fall of Adorn, and the Way of RecOr 

• very from under his Mifery, by the free Grace ofGod, in Jeffs Chrift. 
For untill Man know the Source of his Mifery and Mercy, he cannot, 
ns he ought, ferve God acceptably, with Reverence and godly Fear, 
Heb. 12.28. It was Man's great Happinefs, that,inhis fird E- ! 

‘ ■ fate, he had the Prerogative above all other Creatures uponEarth; 
to be made after the Image of God, holy, upright, and without Sin. ! 
But ever fince his Fall, it hath fern his great Mifery, that he hath 

| fought out many firful Inventions to mne hmfelf, Eccl. 7. 29. 
Tide Imputation of Adanrt Sin, hath fo corrupted tMfFountain of 
Man's Heart, that from it proceed all thefie Ihings tWt both defile 
and delhvy (he FIpn,Mntt\u \y. i^,zo. Mnd the, the Actings j 
ofSin.be vdry varim in their find yep',.they all.wo -k fo,as to bring 
about one and the fame End, Man's utter Ruine and Defiruc- 
tion. For, 1. Some by holding and maintaining damnable He- \ 

jf redes, in denying the Lard that bought them, bring, upon themfelves \ 
frvift defhuth'on, 2 Theft 2. 12. 2 Pet. 1. 2. 2dly, Some by ha- (bitual, immoral PraBices, fuch as thefe enumerate , by the Mpoftle \ 
Paul, Rom. 1. 28,29,30,31. 1 Cor. 6,9, 10, Gal. 5. 19,20, 
zil Eph.f. 3, 4. Col. fyf. Bringing themfelves to eternal Ruine-, 
For they who do fuch Things cannot inherit the Kingdom of God: 
Bec.wfeffor thefe Things cometb the Wrath of God upon the Child- 
ren of Difobedience, Eph. Col. 3. 6, 3illy. Some by their 
Lukewanmiejs, "Neuterciliiy and Indifference, in the Mattters of 
God and Godlinefs,provoke the Lord to fpue them out of his Mouth, 
Rev.' 3. 10. ofin\y. Some by their Backfilding and ^pallatizing, 
from the Truths of God, which they once owned, provoke the Lord, 
thaphe can have no plexfure in them: ancf thereby make them- 
fives unfit for the. Kingdom of God, Heb. 10.3 8. Luke 9,62. ythly, 

& Many by Reafon of their Unbelief (the great condemning Sin of the 
t>- World) {ball never fee Life : But the Wrath of God Jballfor ever 
' . abide upon them: John 3. 6thly, Mndfome by living igno- t 

f rant of the Rigbtmfuefs oj God, and going about to etlablifh their. 
own Righteoufhefi, Rorri. leo.fy fall with the felfrighteous Pha- 
rifee, and foolifi Virgins, -meet with a Difappointment of their 
ExpeBation in the End: Luke 18. 14, ij. Matth. 25-. 11,12. 

| Thefe are tloe Means by which Man is ruined: Aid the new and 
• living Way by which Man is fayed, nayje.di.fcovered in the fol- 

s. loiwing Padiculars. And, 
I. The firf r^fyng, and oiihjtrindpk Caufa of Man's Recovery 

& . from under Ms ifiljery, and bringing him to anew Ejlate of Favour 
and Friendfip with the Lord, is the free Grace, urfieferved Lqye , 

I. and Al&n V Gofy wfoo MisJy-edyyfyfli^s frtefy, and gives 



the Water of Life freely. Hof 14. 2. Rom. $. 4.. Ila. jf. j. 
Rev. 22. IT. Free Grace, therefore, is the only Thing that 
piakes the EleSt differ from all others in the World, jor they 
home nothing more than others, but what they receive from him 
freely, 1 Cor. 4. 7. 

II. What God gives freely, Chrljl hath purchafed meritorioufly, 
by the Price of his precious Blood, as of a Lamb/lain without Ble- 
mifh, and Without Spot, 1 Pet. x. 19. By having his Body nail- 
ed to theCrofs, ana his Soul made an Offering for his People's Sin, 
by Which he hath obtained eternal Redemption for them ■, 1 Pet. 
4. 4. Ifa. yj. 10. Heb. 0 iz. So beingbought with this Price, 
through the Fmputation of his Righteoujnefs, they are accepted as 
righteous in the Sight of God, have their wounds hettled by his 
Stripes ; and their Soulsfantlified by his once offering iff of himfelf 
toGod^ iCor. 6.2. & 7. 23. z Cor. y. 21. Ifa. yj.y. Hof 10.10. 

III. Tho all the Grace in Time, and Glory to Eternity, which the 
Elett World are, and jhall be made Partakers of, be the 'free Gift 
ifGo'd, (did Purchafc of Jefus CJorift ■, yet it is in the Ufe of ap- 

is abfohtely neceffary, in order to obtain Salvation) and all the 0- 
ther Gracesof his Spirit freely ■, Ezek.36. 2y, 2.6,27. yet he will 
forthisbeen mired of by the Houfe of Ifrael, v. 37. For there is an 
infeparable Gmnechon betwixt the End, which is eternal Life, and 
the Means which leadeth to the End: And Jmce the End of Faith 
is the Salvation of the Soul, 1 Pet. x. 9. it is fitre that Faith is 
fitch an infb-umental Caffe of, and Condition in the Covenant of 
Grice, that without faving Faith ( which is to believe with the 
Heart mto Righteoufhejs, Rom. 10. io.) none-can pleafe God, nor 
obtain Salvation: Heb. u. 0, John 3. 36. Mnd tho Faith be the 
free Gift ofGod,^ Eph. 2, 9. yet it is the Mcl of the Creature. Hab. 
2.4. which dijhnguijheth the EleEf which obtain Mercy j from the 
Reprobate, who per iff in Unbelief. John 3. 18, 36. andjuffifes, 
not as a Work meriting Mercy, but as an Inflnmcnt, laying hold 
upon the free Offers ofChriJl in the Gojpel. And tho the Marrow 
Ot Modern Divinity, and/ its Patrons deny, that Faith in any 
Senfe, is the Condition of the Covenant of Grace: yet, I do affim, 
That Faith is fuch a Condition in the new Covenant, that no' Man 
can be aflually juffifed in the Sight of God, till once by Faith he 
believe in the Lordjefus Chrifl, as thefe Scriptures do clearly ffew. 
Rom. y. 1. Luke 7. yo. Mark 16. 16. John 3.16, 36. & x. 12. 
A'£ls 16.31, Roni. 3.26, 27. Luk 14. 26. Phil. 3'. 8, 9. Hah. 
2. 4. Heb. xo.,37. Gal. 2. 20. and he that dieth, before he hdiev- 
eth on the Son of God, Jhall not fee Life ; but the Wrath of God a- 
bideth on him, John 3. 36. 

IV. The true AEl of faving Faith, which is neceffary,to Salvati- 
on, that is agreeable to found Words, and ought fill to be retained, 
a Tire. 1.13. is accepting, receiving and ref ing upon Jefus Chrifl 
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| ' time for Salvation, as he is offered to Sinners in the GofpeJ. Joko 
fe 1. yi- Aits id. *JI. & jy. 11. Gal. a. 20. A& 10. 43, Ha. z5. \ 
i,:' 3>4* .?hU. 3. 9. Gal. .2. 16. According to the found Defaihion \ 

thereof, given in our Wcftminftsf Conreffion ot Faith and Cate- ' 
’ chituis. And not for every Man to be verily perfwaded in his : 

\ Heart, that Chriflis his, and that he.hath Life and Salvation by i 
kirn -, aiidyvhatjoever Chifl did for the Redemption of Mankind, i 
toe did it for him, as the Marrow of Modem Divinity too errone- ' 
vjfly defines it, for this teacheth all Unbelievers ( contrary to the ; 
Mnid of Chrifl ) to deceive^ themfeves, by believing three notable 
Lies at once, as the Acl of their jufUfying Faith -, viz,. 1. That \ 
Ghrifl is theirs, which ■heis not. 2. That he died for them, which j 

f I he did not: And, 3; 'That they have Life and Salvation by him, j 
which they have not; which is nothing elfe, but [peaking Lies in ' 
Hypocrify. 1 Tim. 4. 2. And to the Believer, it puts that fo-' the 
Acl, which only is a fweet Fruit of Faith,to know that he isChrid's. , 

V* As that Faith which is without good Works, is not faying, 1 
but a dead Faith, James 2. 2d. fo true Faith, which voorketh by 

; Love, Gal y. 6. is always befi known, by the Fruits and Ejfett* 
•i: thereof, which are Repentance unto Life, Love to God, and new 

Obedience to all his Laws and Commandments, which is evidenc- 
ed by Holinefs, and Newnefs of Life, in Mens cmflant Converfati- 
ms. Heb. 12. 14. Luke 1. ;y. 

' VI. Tho in order to efcape Wrath, and obtain everlafling Life, 
■ God require Faith injefus Chri/l, Repentance unto .fife, and the 

’ diligent Ufe of dlLthe Means ofhisownAppointmtnt-,yet indo- 
f.. '; ing of thefe Duties, Man mud bewholly denied to himfelf and to 

dll his Performances, Matth. id. 24. Luke '9. 23. That fo he may 
be.fomd in Chrifl, not having his own Righteoufnefs which is of 
the Law, but that which is through the Faith of Chrift, the 

d Righteoufnefs, which is of God by Faith, Phil.; 3. 9. And by 
I?- -/ this an Entrance fall be minittred, into the everlafling Kingdom 
J of Jefus Chrifl. 2 Pet. 2. 11. Bat, 
|11 R' .■ A p E a, Bccaufe I may detain thee no longer, from peruf- 

ing thefe valuable Sem/ohs : L mufl only tell thee, that though 
they were preached by the Famous Mr. WILLIAM GU T H R Y, 

kf> Minlfler of the'Gofucl at Finwick} 'Jtt, [mce they were taken 
f . from his' Mouth by forne of his Hearers, and publifhed after his 
f Deciafe': The ImpeifsWons thereof 'arc not to be imputed to the 

■worthy Author/ who was "vesy capable to have fent them forth 
*0 the World, with fatisfying Advantage, if he had pub life fl 

- ■ theni. himfef: As his great Talent, in his fmall Treat/fe, ftf 
T rial of a .Sr-vmg Intereft in-Chrift, does abundantly tamfcft.i 

\ . That the following fermons may beinfrumenta/to make the Read- 
v ir bmw his Mifoy by' the Fall of AdAVft, and Redovevy from it, 
•. . by the free Grace of God, in.Chriitjefis, is the hearty Dcfye of, 

L A \v of M A u L D s L E E , Tliy Soul’s WclLviflier, 
Goober, u^th. 1739. W”- AVU. SON. 



r * > 

SERMON I 
HOSEA xiii. 9. O lfrael, thou haft deftroy- 

ed thyfelft but in me is tty help. 

THOUGH Ifrael’s name fpeak out his glo- 
rious advancement and privilege beyond all 
other parties in the world, yet Ilrael may 

come to be in a very low condition, even to bede- 
Itroyed in ail appearance, and cut off, as to their 
parts. O Ifraeh then kdjldejiroyed thyfelf- It is true, 
the Lord hath a fqveraign hand in the lowcondition . 
of his people, and it is true alio, that Ifrael’s enemies. 
have a great hand in their low condition,, for which, 
they will get no thanks from God,; but it is,as true 
that Ifraei hath a principal hand in this his low con- 
dition, he himfelf, procuring his own overthrow. O 
Ifraei, then baft deftroyed thyfelf. ’Tis the iniquity of 
his people that feparates betwixt him and them. Ifa. 
59. 2. Behold the Lord’s hand is not Jhortned that it 
cannot [ave, neither is his ear heavy that it cannot 
hear, but your iniquity haib'feparate bctwixt you and 
your God, and your fins, have kid his face from you, that 
he will not hear. And tho many in Ifraei are now and 
then taking with this, that they by their finning have 
a principal h?nd in their own overthrow and deftruc- 
tion: yet a through, real and right convidfiqn of this 
is not foon fafined on Ifraei. Thp Lord many 
times in this prophecy hath told them that their dt- 
ftrufb'on was of tbemfelves, and he hath ufsd fe- 
veral arguments to bear in the convi&ion hereof up- 
on them, in the preceeding part of this chapter ; and 



yet in the text he comes over it again, and leaves it 
of new-at their door; as if hehad fatd, -Ihaveoften 
told you before, and have proved from the beginning 
of this chapter, that ye have ruined and overthrown 
yourfelves by your fin : But becaufe you are not 
throughly enough convinced of it, I tell you again 
of it, again confider of it, and lay it more ferioufly 
to heart. 0 ’ifrael, thou ha/l deflrtvtd thyfelf: which 
fays. That it is not ealy to bind on the Lord’s people 
a through, right and real conviction, that they have 
a main and chief hand by their fin in their own over- 
throw and deftrudtion. 

The Lord’s people may be brought under ftroalcs. 
i. To acknowledge that their low condition and o- 
verthrow is from the Lord. 2. They may be brought 
to blame adverfaries, as being the inftrunaents in 
God’s hand of their trouble. 3. They may blame 
their own fin, as the caufeof their ruin, but a through 
real and right convidlion of this they ate not eafily 
brought unto, which hath thefe four qualifica- 
tions. 1.1/ mufl be per[onal. Some will grant, that 
it,is fin that hath ruined the Church of God, but will 
not let it light that it is their fin. 2. It mud be par- 
ticular : It is not only my fin, but it is this and that 
fin in me that hath done it. 3.1/ mujl be a pungent y 

wounding conviction of fin, as the e'aufe of their ruin, 
a conviction which makes the heart fick, which is very 
ran. Many will blame themfelves, and particular- 
ly many fins they are guilty of, and will grant they 
have a hand in bringing much wo and wrack on the 
land, and on themlelves, and yet will not be affec- 
ted for all that. 4.1/ mujl be an abiding permanent 
conviction. Many who have obtained the former 
three, come fhort in this: many have been lo far 
convinced of fin, of their own fins, as having a great 
hand in all the wrath lying upon us, and have hung 
down their heads like a bulrufh for a day, but there 
affections have not bidden, they have not tarried 



tjhat wcight-alongs with them, as a counterballancet 
to other things, till the Lord’s wrath was turned ar. 
way. front themfelves, and from the land. 

ty,ha\ are the m4rks of a through, real and right con- 
id flion that we have dejlt oyed onrfelves, and have had a 
great band in the dejlruftion of JJrael by ourfm. Anfw. 
They who are rightly convinced, they lay their hand 
upon their month ; they are filent before the Lord, 
notvvithAanding of all that he hath done, is doing, 
or may do to them and to the land; fo far are they 
from complaining and repining for any thing that 
is come, upon them- Pfoh 39- 9* 1 was dumb, and 
opened not my mouth, becaufe thou, O Lord, did it: 
There was a,..man rightly convinced of fin. As long 
as a perfon or people multiply complaints of heavy 

v burdens and lad things cnthem, there is not a through 
real and right convidlion faftned on their heart; for 
affoon as the conviction is through, they will be 
dumb, not opening their mouth: And, Lam, 3. 39. 
Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the 
punifhment of his fin ? will a rational man, if he be 

\ a man and not a beaft, complain for any crofs dif* 
penfation ? he will not, for it is the punifhment,of 
his fin, and he is punifhed lefs than his iniquities de- 
ferre. 2. They are bufy in learching out the ways 
whereby they have broughtdeftruCfionon themfelve- 
and the Church-: Lam. 3.40. Let us fearcb and try 
our ways. Everyman that is throughly, really and 
rightly convinced, that he hath had a hand in the o- 
verthrow of the people of God, he. will feareh and 
labour to find out what is the hand he hath had -in it* 
3. A right, real and through conviCtion hath fol- 
lowing in it a hidden and hafty reformation of thefe 
evils, which have procured anddrawn on that wrath. 
Andior me to fay, that I have laid my fin to heart, 
as being convinced,- that I have had a hand in this 
wrath that is on the church and people of God, and 
«an father it on this and that evil in myfelf, and yet 



( 8 ) 
I-ftudy .iiot to remove it, it is but a fancy, and not a . 
real and through conviftion. And tho I would fay, 
I am convinced, I but lie, for, would I hold a ftroak 
on rnyielt and others, ifliudged it a ftroak, and that 
my fins procured it, if by any means ! could remove 
it? Thisisalfo clear from, Lam, 3. 40. Ltius turn >1 
again to the Lord : A through, real and right con- 
vidtion of fin, and of our ruine by fin, brings every ■ 
man to feek to reform what is amifs. 4. It makes 
the perion diligently plead at the throne of grace for 
mercy, reconciliation and peace with God through 
a Mediator. Speak of.'other things what ye will, , 
that fticks moft in the heart of a throughly convinced 
finner. Lam. 3. 41. Let-us lift up our hearts, with '■ 
cur hands, or in our hands, to God in the heavens. 
Speak to fuch a finner of a delivery, and of this and 
that promifing mean, and of an outgate, they fignifie 
not much to him without the peace and favour of 
God; moyen in heaven is that which moft bulks in 
his*eye. 5. They who are rightly convinced, when 
ever they hear or obferva any new emergent, or de* 
clatationof God’s wrath, or evidence.that he is’an- 
gry, they not only look upon fin, as procuring it, 
but much fhame ancLconfuficn fills their face. Alas! 
W.ebdt ipoft with terrible emergentsof God’s wrath 
and anger, while we tell them over as news, and ne- 
ver refledt upon ourfel ves, nor are afhamed, nor biufih 
as procuring them. If we were convinced, that we 
by our fin have a hand in hariing the people of God 
before thefe miferable, unhappy enlnaring courts, is 
itpoffible but we would blulla and be sffhamed. Ye 
would think it ftrange, if one fhould come in and 
tall you, fuch a man is harled before the Commiffion 
court, another is imprifoned or confined, and ye had 
a hand in it; but if ye were convinced, that it is right 
true, your hand wasin it, would ye notbe afhamed 
of it ? Never think that ye are throughly, and right- 
ly convinced, or that you really think your fin had a 



( 9 ) * 
hand in fuch a thing, till you alfo think that ye have 
reafon to be athamed, and to take fliame to yourfelt 
for every thing you hear of thatjand. 6. They that 
have iuch a convidtion will not be fortified with e- 
very delivery or out-gate, except the bond be taken 
off, and the Lord remove the quarrel and fin, that 
brought on the ftroak. I queftion not but this may be 
a challenge to all the Lord’s people, that they have 
been content of, and would have been at any out-gate 
or delivery, but is that each one of us to refemble 
the children of a king, and fuch a king incur luffer- 
ings, who ftiould fay ^and Would fay, if rightly con- 
vinced) no out-gate, except God give repentance,to 
take away fin,ioofe bands, and heal bscktflidings. And 
I would.ask you. Have any of you this for your work 

| and bufinefs, for which you plead at his throne ? 
The rightly convinced foul fays. Lord, either deli- 
ver thy people from iniquity, or let them ly as they 
are, either loole our bonds, or no deliverance will 

(Content us; for they know any outward deli veiy 
could fignifie little or nothing to them, except ini- 
quitie were remeveds& their bonds loofed,and back- 

iHidings healed, becaule otherwife there would be a 
new browft upon the back of it. 7. They can put a 
blanck in God’s hand, to fillup what fufferingshe 
pleafeth. It is not their care and fear wha: may be 
infliSed on them, they are reloluteto fuffer whate- 
ver he thinks good, and that patiently. Micah 7. 9. 
I will beat the indignation of the Lord, becaufe 1 havi 

ftnned againjl him-, I will juftifie the Lord, and fit 
• filem, not only under what he hathdone> but un- 
der what he fhall do to me, and will never ask a rea- 
fon of his dealing, for I know he is holy and juft; 
and can do me no wrong; and when it is. fo, theii I 
take up my felf -deftroying in the right hew, and am 
convinced I have a principal hand in it, and will fay, 
Righteoulnefs belongeth unto God, butfhameand 
eonfufion of face to me< 8. They hare an high and 

B fcmiftent 



eminent refentment of new dilcovered fin, whit : 
ther in themfelves or in others; and we will find fori 
ftrange thoughts of refentment that this conviftid 
hath driven iome to in fcripture, as in that holy mj 
Ezra> ch. ’9. 3. who when he hears of the fin of tl 
affinity of the people with ftrangers, he rends l 
mantle, and plucks out the hair of his head and beard 
his heart fails him, and he falls down upon his fa' 
as dead ; that is an high refentment, and an evident 
of a through convi&ion. And if fuch a convidtic 
be, when ye hear tell that this or that man has flip 
ped in a fin, to the bringing of more milery on tl: 
people of God, ye will alfo refent it fadly. Ye wi 
alfo find another high refentment of new difcovere: i 

fin in Phineas, Numb. 25. when he fees Zimry an 
Cozby in the adt of uncleannefs, he Iteps out of h| 
ftation, and flicks them both through the belly. Ala# 1 
if there were zeal in us, flowing from a right conh 
vidlion cf fin, when w'e hear this man falls in thf I 
fin, and another in drunkennefs, a third bath take: 
that wicked declaration our hearts would rife in higl 
reientments of the things; our hatred of them wouj; 
be fo irreconcilable, we could not digeft them, or ou 
hearts would fail us at the new difeeveries of new fij 1 
and guilt; new fin would make us fit down aftonifh 
ed, and nothing w'ould weaken our hope, and maki 
us defpond, but that alone. 

Ufe 1. Be not eafiliefatisfied with yourfelf,under an^' • 
.convictions for fin ye win at,under all this mifery that il '■ 
tome upon the church & people of God. and upon yourfelve « 

2. Never refl till you get a convitlien qualified witl 
that fourfold qualification, r .Till your convitfion bit per- |i 
final, that you bring home things to xourfelf, & be madi \ 
to fay, 1 am the man, God is angrie at me, and I havi | 
procured this voraih to the land, and to myjelf . 2. Re/ : 
not till ye come to particulars, this and that which I baveA 
done, and am guiltie of, is the caufe of all this dejola- 
tisn, ruine and overthrow: general confejjms will not 



do it. 3. Reji not till your heart he kindlie affefted with 
the fim ye are convinced of: feek that the convittionmay be 

i pungent and wounding. 4. Let not ^our convUiion be 
I tranfient.. but Jeek it may be an abiding convitiion. The 

wrath that is on us is no tranfient thing ; it is like a 
1 cloud thatjs felled over us, and it is a fore matter, that 

our convitiion fhould not be a Jettled&abiding convittion. 
| 3. Let me fay, /fear upon trial, that by the marks 

that have been given, a through, real and right comic- 
: tion offin be very rare, and there be few found, for all 
t- that’s come and gone, that have [aid this matter right- 
[ lie to heart. O Ifrael, thou halt deftroyed rhyfei Do 

you think that the Lord’s people have been weeping thefe 
3 4 Years under a through convitiion of their (in,and 
that the Lord regards not their tears ? No furely, this 

' is not it, we have not been humbled & weeping ; and 
therefore, think it not fir ange, that it be with us as at 
this day. The Lord’s people meet and pray, and there 
is no anfwer returned, but one ill on the back of another-, 

„ and the profane are fumbled and hardned, when they 
fee fuccefs doth follow their prayers, and they doprofper 
in their way. In this we are to clear the Lord, & blame 
ourfelves. I doubt nothing, but if from a through, real 
conviction, that we have ruined ourfelves by our fin, we 
have been humbling ourfelves before God, we fhould ei- 
ther by this time have had an outgate, or known better 
the outgate and mind of God concerning the continuance 
of our trial & outgate ; or at leaf, we fhould have had 
fame token for good Jhewed unto us from the Lord. Oh, 
have we beenfilent before the Lord under our conviction, 
and put from our complaining ! have we been bufied in 
fearching out our fins, whereby we have defrayed our- 
felves & others ? have we made hafie to reform thefe 
evils we found upon fearch ? have we diligently pleaded 
at the throne of grace for pardon and peace with God, 
and the loafing if our bonds ? have we upon every new 
declaration of wrath been afhamed, as having a deep 
hand in drawing it forth ? would ive befatisfted with 

no 



( 12 ) 
no out gate, norpromifing mean of delivery, except the 
Lord free us of the yoke of our tranfgreffions ; and' 
heal our backjhdings ? have we been brought to put a 
blank in God's hand to afflitt us as he pleajeth ? have we 
in zeal highly refented new dijcovering offw & wrath ? 

No doubt there are many, who ihink there is no 
wrath upon Scotland and that Ifrael is in a good cafe, 
and hath not deftroyed himfeif. But oh ! are ye lo 
blind ’ are ye not convinced that God hath protaned 
the church and ftate of Scotland, that he hath loofed 
the girdle of our Nobles, and hath made their autho- 
rity vile and contemptible befote the pe< pie ? that all 
our precious things are taken captive by the adver- 
fary j that our interpreters, each of them one of a 
thoufand, are fomeof them banifhed, others of them 
confined,& a godlefs profane pack put in their room? 
do ye not yet lee, how the land is ruined and deftroy- 
ed, and the flocks of the Lord’s people fcaitered ? & 
are thefe things & many moe no evidences of God’s 
wrath ? I would not wifh to any man fuch amea- 
fure of wrath, as is on that man who thinks there is 
no wrath upon Scotland. Again, are there not ma- 
ny of you faint- hearted ? Is not your Spirit and cou- 
rage, and valiantnefs for the truth gone? and is that 
no evidence of wrath? I doubt nothing, but it is a 
part of our plague, that we are as Ephraim, a fillie 
dove without heart-, nor do I deny that a manifeft 
breach of covenant lies on us on that account: but 
this is not all. Ifrael hath finned, and therefore is his 
heart faint, and his hands feeble, and he fled before 
the purfuer. Would ye know then, why the people 
of God are fo faint-hearted and weak ? why Abner*s 
hands were bound, and he died as a fool for fin, and 
want of a through, real and right conviftion for fin, 
and not turning ro God ? otherwife I nothingdoubr, 
but they had been as bread to us thisdav ; and one of 
us fhould have chafed a thoufand of them who now 
banifh us, and harleus to prifon, There is no hope 

as 
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as to this thing, till cnee we be brought to know & - 
be made (enfible, we have deli rayed ourfelves. And if 
we have a heart to believe this, text, and the great 
truth contained in it, it is your fin hath ruined you, 
and feparated betwixt God andyo-u. Why fit ye dill 
looking one upon another ? Arile, as it is faid ot£- 
znz, hearole and tell about theconfeflion of fin, and 
they entered into a covenant to amend what was a- 
mifs. So I would fay to you, Sit not dill difcourag- 
ed, arifeand fall to fearch and find out what is your 
part of the fin that hath brought on this wrath. 
Make your convidhion perfonal, particular and pun- 
gent, every family apart, and their wives apart; fet 
tome time tor the work, the finding out, and the con- 
feffirig of fin and repentance for it, and turning to 
God ; and then if the Lord Hull not bring about your 
delivery, youfhall have ground of much peace, and 
ye ftull have an eafie task in your fufferings. If we 
were once throughly convinced of fin, and if mat- 

. ters were as clear betwixt our God and us, as they are 
betwixt him and his enemies, I am confident theLord 
would appear, and make bare his holy arm yet 
once more for his people. O but matters are clear 
betwixt God and adverfaries; and if we could lay 

; here is an evidence that matters are clear betwixt God 
i: and us, and that we have heard the voice of the rod, 

and of him that hath appointed it, I nothing deubt, 
, but ere long the Lord fhould do feme great thing 

for us. But I know it is but loft labour for the molt 
^ part, for a Mmifter to give you a general charge,and 

bid every one (earch his own way and labour that his 
| convidion may be through, afFeding and humbling, 

many cannot be moved 10 it: ye will hear what we 
fay, bus will not do what we bid you ; for many a 
wime hathGod by his Minifters bidden you fearchyour 

r ways fince this work began ; and I put it to your 
I confcience, if ye have fet rime apart for if. And if ye 
* fay, though ye win not to much, yet it is the work 

ye 



years and were about. I fear, few of you can fay this 
much ; and who have it not to fay, have an ill con- 
fcience, and fcarcely can I think that ever they had 
this real, through and right convidtion, That they 
have a principal hand in deftroying thcmfelves & the 
land by their fin.Others know not whatio csnfeisnor 
how to further this work ;>ffij«wV7/0«uponthemrelves. 

7 heref ore it will be heft to come a little to You in Your 
relatiom Inflations with this charge,andfeeing it plea- 

feth the Lord now to [peak to you,in ye know not how long 
or whether he (hall (Peak to You by us again. I exhortYou 
to take to heart the things that I am to cbargetipon You, 
and everie one as he finds himfelfflet fame time apart to 
mourn before God and to feek for pardon and peace. 

The i. fort I fhall fpeak to^s^d ourfelves who are 
Minifters of the Gofpel. We cannot deny but our 
hand hath been deep in thedefolationanddeftrudlion 
that hath come upon the Lord’s Ifrael, and tho’ the 
Lord’s people have had that much charity, as to clear 
us, yet God forbid, that we clear ourfelves. Many 
Paftors have deftroyed the Lord’s vineyard, through 
their tranfgreffions and fins. And while I am fpeaking 
to our own fins, who are the Lord’s Minifters, let 
none think that we are laying open their wickednefs 
to their contempt, I know no way like this to make 
them honourable, to fearch out their fin, and to be 
bumbled for it before the Lord. 

The i. thing I charge ©n them is this, that we 
have had a carnal way in managing all his matters, 
we have taken our own prudential gate of binding 
things on people, and have laid more weight on thefe 
than on the ordinances of God,and the Spirit’s work- 
ing and backing them, and that both in do£trine,and 
in theexercifeofdifcipline,and our not laying weight 
on his ordinances as divine; and his Spirit’s prefence 
and bleffing promifed to make them effeftual hath 
unde his work take fmall effetl: among our hands, 

z. We have been more careful to ftock ourfelves 
with 



with matter of our work, than to bring frefh influ- 
ences v^ut t.f heaven to make his work taking, beau- 
tiful aud glorious; and every word we fpake had been 
more lavoury and relrefhful with the people, ,if we 
had dipped our hearts in heaven’s influences; becaufe 
we have not lought after this, but have only ftudied 
words, and to make up purpole ; and have not laid 
the ftrefs of our work upon the Ipirit, and on his di- 
vine influences',in the convey of thefe things we deli- 
vered,// hath made our work Jo much the morefruitlefs. 

3. It hath been our fin, it we got our work off our 
hand with credit,and were born out in the delivery of 
our mefi’age to the people,we did not follow it with 
prayer,and feek after it. It hath not been fo vexing to 
us after as betore. Why ? becaufe we cared more for 
our own credit, than for the people’s profiting; a fin 
for which the Lord hath judged us not fit to bear of- 
fice in his houle. 

4. We may be charged with ielMeeking and envy- 
ing others, that were like to darken us; tho we have 
feemed to beblyth to hear fuch a man commended, 
yet it hath ftuck to our heart, and hath afterward 
vented itfelf in our cenfures, which tells we never 
defired another to come our length, at leaft tooutftrip 
us; fo far have we been from that difpofiuon to re- 
joice, if Chrift were preached, and at the increafing 
of others, tho we fhould decreafe. Thisamongfto- 
thers hath helped to fhut uls out of our Miniftry. 

5. We may be charged with much worldly mind- 
ednefs, we have not given ourfelves wholly to thefe 
things ot our Miniftry. I do not fay, that every one 
is alike guilty of this, or of the reft ; yet feme are 
guilty of one thing, and fume of another j feme in 
one degree, and fome in another; and there hath been 
a great deal of carnality amongft us all. Can any of 
us fay, that the care of the church hath lien upon us, 
or that the care of fouls, that we have had under our 
charge, hath had the weight on us it fhould have had. 



We have npt commended ourfelves to every rmnV 
con(cience,nor have we become all things to all men, 
that we might gain fome ; nor have we made it our 
work to feek that which is driven away, and to bind 
that Which was broken ; neither have the fouls con- 
ditions of thele who were going over the brae lyen 
heavy upon us, till they were reclaimed ; we were 
not burnt nor fcalded with the (tumbling of any, that 
was the leaft part of our work ; fra once we got a 
gate of them by puhlick cenfures, we troubled not 
our head with them any more. 

6. Whatever hath been our diligence and duty, it 
hathnqt been our meat and drink to do the will of 
our matter, and to finifh his work with delight and 
plealure; we have wearied of it* And many precious 
Minitters of the Gofpel longed for ditmiffion, and 
would have been glad many times to-have been laid 
by, therefore God hath granted them their defire,and 
hath laid them by, and tho they would be glad to 
ipeak again in his name, they are juftlie deferred of 
that opportunitie, till they know and acknowledge 
their iniquitie, and be afhamed of it. 

7. May it not be faid, as the word is, Jer. 10. 2. 
ThePaftors generally were become brutifh,therefore 
have they been fmitten, and the flocks fcatiered ; fo 
little Religion hath appeared in the practice of many 
Mimfters, that Ye fhould not have known them by 
Other men,by their carriage,if their habithad not fpo- 
ken it. Would to God that fad word might not be 
appliedto manieMinitters in our time,what profanitie 
hath gone out from them, which hath taught the 
people to be prophane. 

8. We have been more bufie in ftrife and conten- 
tion to ftrengthen factions, and to hold up our fide 
in controverted things, than bufied with the work of 
converting fouls to God. Thefe and many more 
things may be charged ort us; but the.re i$ enough 
here to make us afhamed, and therefore You who are 

the 
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r the Minifters of Chrift, and have the honour to fpea/; 

in his name, know that unto You is that word fpo- 
ken, Jer. 12. 10. Manic Paftors havedeftroyed my 

■' vineyard,& have made my pleafent portion a deiolate 
■'wilderneis. Take time apart, and together to think 
- on thefe things. Charge Yourfelves with them, and 
‘ confefs them to God when You meet, and Your a- 

? lone mourn over them before him, who hath juftlie 
' ^utusout of his houfe, as unworthy t6 bea^office 

therein, and yet acknowledge, that the Lord hath 
dealt mercifullie with us in this matter, for when he 
might have done it on fome horrid account for fcan- 
dalous tranfgreflions, he hath laid us by on an ho- 
nourable account of fufferers for him, becaule he hath 
found fome linceritie in us. And when he hath hum- 
bled the Minifters of Scotland, who are laid by as ufe- 
iefs, I hope he (hall yet take lervice off their hands ; 
but we would know, that his voice, and the voice 
of his rod now is, Minifters,go preach to Yourfelves, 
becaufe ye did not preach to Yourfelves before, and 
if we take with our fin, and get our peace made with 
him, it may be he make us yet polifhed fhafts in hi# 
hand; and if not, here we are, let him do to u# 
what feemeth good to him ; however, fure I am, if 
is prefentdutieto let fome time apart for confeflion 
of, and mourning over fin; and if we do fo, itfhall 
be well with us, however matters go. 

TheaiSort 1 would fpeak to, is to you who are El- 
ders and Deacons, Ye have helped to deftroy th® 
Lord’s people, and to lay his pleafant portion defo- 
late, therefore God hath looled Your cords by Your 
fin, and made void Your authoritie, and remarkablie 
he lighted firft on You, and (hut You all to the door 
together, not that I aim at Your guilt more than at 
our own, but I would have You lay to heart Your 
tranfgrelfions, and wifh I could further You to a 
full conviction of Your fin in order to Your peace, 
and God’s being pacified towards You, andhispeo- 

C 



Irfcrd^ people have lien upon Your heart? that it 
ha h been a part of Your bufinefs to hold up iheir 
caie to God,and to have them reclaimed, & brought 
Sn to him ? did Ye think it not enough, if Ye delat- 
ed a fault, when it came to Your knowledge, and 
wher Ye had done. Ye thought Yourfelves exoner- 
ed an<l free ? did Ye not manage Your work with 
carnal weapons, mixing Your wild fire with the 
zeal of God, boaftmg of the people of the Lord, rul- 
ing over them with rigour and force, dilengagmg 
thembv Your counielsaivd reproofs? have Ye taken 
confciencio is inipedtion of thefe places reipeftivelie 
pu' under Your charge t have Ye diftribute to thb 
poor with bowels of mercy ? what account could ma- 
rie of You give of their condition, if Ye fhould be 
put to it ? And give me leave to tell You, that Your 
worldlie mindednels, Your greed and covetoufnels, 
Y ur lying and deceit, Your breach of promifes & 
eng-gements, Yourtipling, and carnal walking hath 
taught he people profanitie. When Ye made no 
C* nlctenceof Your words, how fh^uld they ? when 
Ye abftained not from a tavern, was it not a Inare 
to hem to follow ? And therefore, 1 nothing doubt,I 
do You any wrong to chargeYou with the deftroy- 
ing the Lord’s vineyard. 1 fhdl not infift on your 
fins; but if Ye would 'earch Yourfelves,confef^Your 
fins, let time a pari to nv>urn over them before God, 
Ye might comfort Yourelves, that this day YelufFer 
not as evil doers, but for his names fake ; and h,.ppie 
are Ye, it Ye continue in adhering to him, his truth 
and caufe. But let meob eft Yiu, let men fpeak of 
conventicles, we have another ihing to look ro than 
thei atts, and things of that kind: let time apart, 
Yourfelves ap^rt, and Your wives apart, and meet 
together and contefs and m urn over Your fins. O 
if I c >uld perfwade You to this, I do noshing doubr, 
but ye ihould vet live tufeear honourable charge in 
the home of God, A 



A jiSort I would fpeak TO are thofe who are more 
eminent amongtt the peopie. We have'hot anie 
Ni bles, and God be thanked fur it, they have hide 
credit who have mu ft of them i neither would I have 
You to think, that 1 mean of an c particular Gemle- 
man, in u har I am to (peak. W e have not a confi- 
derable Gemleman in all the parifh j but anie of You 
that are more eminent than others, take it to You, 
and I would charge You with fome h;ngs, th<u I 
would have You fin fo far as Ye are gu'l \ convui- 
ced of & mourning before the Lord, and amending. 

The i ft thing that 1 charge on You., Gentlei, is,That 
whenever Chrijl or his cauje had ought to do. Ye font 
out the blind the halt, and the lame, the prtfaneji run- 
nagates to fight for the caufe *, and I wijb that there 
were net ground to fav of jome, that they jhtuld have 

Jome males in their flock, and yet fend out the blind, the 
halt and the lame in their room, and the confequtnce of 
this was often.told \ou,the m'ucarriagtsef the armies did 
foftumblt the Lord? s people in other lands,that ithathhol 
den up,& yet holds upjealoufies betwixt the godlie in both 
nations to thisday, that they can think on nothing unani- 
moufiie. z. Ichvrge You with opprtjjion, and grinding 
the faces of the poor. I know Ye wilt far tie at the nam- 
ing of this, but 1 cannot help it. I dare fay Ye have 
uJedYour brethren as Yourfaves, and made their lives 
bitter unto them. I do not jufiifie their mdutiful car- 
riage to You here, neither would I have You think / re- 
flefi on Your credit, to tell You Your fin: Your confiden- 
ces willju/iifie Your Minifiers, that it hath been a part 
of our work to holdup Your credit and confcience. and 
would have fweetned the lives of the poor bodies under 
You, 1 know Ye will fay, they will not be the better, 
tho-Ye Jhtuld give them down of their rent; but will Ye 
once ufe this mean to better them ; convince them that 
Ye are merciful, and if they be not better, put them 
from You. Is it not lamentable, that everie bit of land 
Ye have racked to the utmojl valuet fit that Your ten- 

nants 
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fMnts cannot get Tour rent paid, and bread to hep in 
tbeir lives for their labour. L know Ye will be loath to 
he convinced of this* tho God's dealing with You may 
convince You more than my /peaking to Itou ; had not 
Your forbearers left rent^ and lefs land, and richer ten- 
riants ? And yet Ye are blind and will not Jec God 
threatning to cajl out of Your lap Your di/honejl gain ; 
yea to cajl Yourfelves out of the land, and from Your h&* 
bitations. O that Ye would be per funded to look to God 
in this, and lay Your heeds together, and confult how 
this ill might be helped. 3. I may jujllie charge You 
with this, that Ye bring up Your Jons in vanitie ; will 
our Gentles now put their children to callings ? No, as 
if that were a difcredit to them, and their credit that 
they Jbould live in idlenefs, and then they turn Malig- ■ 
nants, andperfecutors of the godlie, drunkards, thieves, 
and whore maflers, men that will neither do well, nor 
let others do well where ever they come, but are a pejl 
in everie focittie where they come. Sure I am, it were 
more credit for You and them both, to have them brea 
at feme honed calling, than to have them faying men in 
ether countries, or trailing a pick to fight againfi the 
Turk, or coming through the countrie, as feme of them 
are dailie with their tedimonials feeking our charitie, 
cr begging from door to door. 4. May I not charge 
manie houfes of our Gentlemen, for being nefls of un- 
cleannefs, cages of unclean birds, fo that if ante fobtr 
man fbould come into, them, they (bould not think they 
have been bred under Gofpel light: and is not this a 
i::rrid reproach upon You ? 5. May l not charge You- «this, that how and then Ye fall out in Your unhap- 

Is ofpaffon, in curfing, banning andfwearing,and 
tot ajhamed of this ? There are not manie of them 

now a days, but ask, what he is ? He is a Gentleman 
indeed, but he is verie paffonate, and given to banning 
ecad[wearing, and one that can let an oathfiee. But 

wt jkill of that man’s religion, who bridles not 
ue j fire I am, the Spirit of God calls that 

man’s 



man's religion vain. Jam. i. 26. 1/ is true. Ye have 
had a refpeti to Minijiers, and fame of You have car- 
ried a great refpeft fo them on fame account; but did Ye 
lay as great weight on, and had Ye as great refpeft to 
their mejjage ? Hath not that heen undervalued by You, 
as if there had been another gate-forYou to heaven,than 
for poor folk; and what care we for your refpeS to us, 
whiljl Yeflight our mejfage. 6. May 7e not be charged 
for want of char itie ? Have Ye opened Your hand to the 
poor and needie ? I fear Your charitie may be foon coun- 
ted and reckoned from one Year’s end to another ; Ye 
will give Your plack at the church door, and Your alms 
at Your gate, hut have 1e fearcheifor poor and needie 
ckjefls; this fhouU have adonyed Religion more than 

• tnanie other ttyvgsjhat better might have beenforborn. 
7. May Ye n t alfo be charged for want of zeal to the 
caufe of God ? Efpeeiallie of late have Ye not been fo a- 
fraid for Your lives and ejlates which was impawndfor 
the caufe that is now overthrown ? Nay, I lay it upon 
Your confcience, if Ye thought this a dutie incumbent for 
You, the Lord knows l intend not to lay open Your na- 
kednefs, but rather to fet you in a way to make you honou- 
rable ; and what is that ? Even to lay to heart 7our 
fin, and take time to mourn over it, and make Your 
peace with God. Ye get now and then vifitsfrom Mini- 
Jlers, make ufe of them, fet (ome time apart, and make 
earnejl of it, for words will not do it ; and when Ye 
have mourned over Your evils, jet about the mending of 
them, as I fear Your fad days be but coming yet, I 
know Ye will think Ye know the word of it, and that ?s 
compliance. I confefs, that is the worfl of it at pre- 
fent, but there is worfe coming ; if Ye compile, Yefhall 
■not efcape God’s wrath, end if Ye mourn not, tho Ye ■' 
compile not. Ye /hall not efcape that wrath that abide fit 
impenitents, and Ye may ere long be fhaken out of Your - 
worldlie inheritance. And is there not much need then 
that Ye fhould have Your peace made with God, and the 
livelie hope of heaven as an antidote againjl that ? ■ ■ 

4- A 



A \tb Sort is the bodie of the people. J know You 
have ilTemed to all i hai hath been aliened a^ainlt Mi- 
niftersand Gentlemen, and it istlike Ye are glad to 
hear fuch d 'dtnne, but have Ye not alfo dettroyed 
the Lord’s vineyard, and laid hi* plealant ponion de- 
folate by our fins. 1.1 charge You with deceitful- 
nefs, and over reaching one another,with covetouf- 
neis and worldlie mundednels, & a Ipirit of conten- 
tion flowing from Your ovetoulnefs, fo that fora 
pluck of grais, and a beaft going over he merch, Ye 
have taken up a ftanding quarrel for Year and Day. 
And have they not taken .en times more of You to 
whom Ye were not lo much beholden, and Ye durft 
not fay it was did ne ? and yet Ye did not confider, 
nor take it from the L^rd as a chaftifement for Your 
contention on fo fecklels grounds, z. May I not 
charge You with comolaining, grudging, whinning 
and whifpering, for the little that was taken tr m 
You, for upholding thecaule &convenant of God, 
and for paying Minifters ftipends, and it may be Ye 
fhall lay more out on a worfe account to ihem who 
will give You no thanks for it. It may be,Ye would 
now give out Your money to keep sip the Gofpel, 
but it will not be bought wifh money. 3. I charge 
You for not taking the Gofpel off our hands,wetell 
You, that God is now giving up treatisg with You 
for this, Ye have come to hear, but Ye have return- 
ed Your prophane gates. I know Your tipling, ly- 
ing, banning & fwearing. Your tcorning of the god- 
lie, Your Sabbath-breaking, envy, malice, dilrdpeft 
to Minirters, tor all Your fafhions, and will Ye not 
be convinced Sc afhamed for thele things ? 4.1 charge 
You for having a cruel hatred at Gentlemen, and 
for contempt of them and others above You; Your 
freting Sc undutiful carriage hath been palpable. I 
with You had ftlbjefted Yourfelves morecheerfullie. 
Take time & meet together,& Your alone,& mourn 
over ihele fins. Sc manie moe, & feek God’s mercy- 

' 1 have 



I have known feveral 
was lef- realon. 1 knov 
them now. Win Ye fall to them again, and deal fe- 
rioufl.e Wilh God, that he.may pitie You & Yours, 

5. i have (umewhat to lay to fervants j do Ye 
know, that Ye have dcftroyed the Lord’s vineyard, 
and have had a hand in all the evils lyingon his peo- 
ple. I charge You with thefe things ; i.ThatYe 
have not received the Golpel, tho we have mourned 
over You with tears j Ye have never made, earneft 
of making Your peace with G d ; and know Ye 
not that he is now giving up treating with iuch re- 
bels ? 2. Think upon Your profane carriage, Your 
filthie words & fperts, Your lafeivious, wanton and 
graceleis way of converfing, Your pride and vanitie, 
occafioned through God’s goodnefs, & acheapYearj 
fulnefs of bread hath fo puffed You *p,that Ye mif- 
ken Your ftatiod ; Ye muff have word about with 
thofe that are over You, and the world dow not bear 
Your pride, which appears in Your apparel, other 
things we will not nrame: I put it to Your confci- 
ence,have Ye done Yout naafters work as Your own? 
have Ye taken their rebukes and reproofs without 
inuffing & anlweringagain ? nay rather, was not,and 
is not Your pride fuch, as that Ye dow not bear a 
word ? but ere long Ye (hall bear more with them, 
to whom Ye were not fo much obliged, & dare not 
fpeak again. In a word, Ye was well,and will not. 
Ye fay, Ye had no libertie to ferve God; but lie not 
to God; in all the world there is not a place, wherein 
fervants have had more libertie to ferveGod, than in 
this Weft-country. 3. May I not charge You rnen- 
fervants, who were pitched upon, that Yefhifted -o 
go out and fight the Lord’s battles, for the cauie & 
covenant of God, to which Ye were bound as well 
as Minifters and Gentlemen, and it may be. Ye be 
forced to harle a pick to a battle, where rhe quarrel 
will not be fo clear. Servants,! fpeak to You,haveye 

noj 
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v not how Ye have fallen from 
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r A* confidering thefe things, and manie moe, j 
to take time and mourn for Your fins, whereby Ye 
have deftroyed the Lord’s vineyard ? Ye will fay. 
Ye have no time; but let me fay it, I fear Ye fhall 
get time enough ere long, God will give You the 
Sabbath day, ere Ye have that excule, and on Your 
filent Sabbaths mourn, if Ye have a heart to mourn. 

6. and LaJMe, I fhall fpeak a few things to the 1 
Godlie; and O that 1 could perluade You, that Ye 
have helped to deftroy the Lord’s vineyard. And it 
is the provocations of his Sons and of his daughters, 
that have brought this deftrudtion on Ilrael. It is 
true, he is angry at Minifters, Elders and Deacons, 
Gentlemen, Commons and Servants as iuch. But 
it is as true, that he hath another quarrel at all in thelc 
ftations and relations, who are godlie, andasfuch; ; 
and who knows, but he hath referved You for fuch 
a day, that Ye might venture Your life as Efther, 
in going to the king : that which I mean is, that Ye 
may go in and wreftle with God for removing of 
wrath. Ye are perfons who have had moyen with 
God, but it has not been improven ; and I have more 
to charge You_with, than my memoric can reach, 
or time will permit to lay before You, But, i. I 
charge You with falling from Your firft love, evi- 
dcnced by falling from Your former diligence. 2. I 
charge You that Ye are turned formal in all Your 
religious performances : Alas! that Ye underftand / 
not better the voice of the late rod of Sectaries upon 
You, who cried down all forms, to make You more 
cordial, rather than to turn more formal in all duties 
or worfhip. 3. I charge You with flothfulnels, in 
giving to the Lord the refufe of Yout time ; he gets 
but fits and ftarts of You, after or betwixt turns. It 
was a great word in that man, / will not ferve the 
Lord with that which cojl me nothings z Sam. 24. 24. 
Is not Religion one main clauie of the covenant ? 
why then are Ye fo flothful and overlie in all religi- w 



bus performances; 4.1 charge you with wordlie mlndednefs,' 
!b that I defie any to draw a ftraw betwixt you and many o~ hers that know not God, as to this thing. Covetouftiefs hath. werwhelmed all, fo that it is turned into a common faying, 
;ie is a godly man, but he is right greedy; there is no halt in he gathering of gear, except in the poor, who cannot get t 5 I charge you with prevailing paffions, and inordinate : iffettions to every idol, that comes in your way. Are ye not 

is loon fadled, and as foon angry, and in a paffion, and dow >ear as little, as thefe in nature 1 are ye not ready to flee in ire at every word that thorters you ; 6. I charge you with • iride and lelf conceit, and delpifing them that comes not up 0 your meafure, therefore God threatens to level you ere ong. 7. I charge you with unbelief and ignorance of God fc his word, fo that I dare fay, there’s not a Chriftian among 
m hundred that believeth this Bible to be the word of God b as to lay more weight on a threatning, and a ground of hallenge from it, than on the bark of a dog, notwithftand- ng of a large difpenlation of means, and for fo long a time: fou have fitten down on poor probabilites on an intereft in thrift: But there is not one among many fixed in it. How nany of you are under heart condemning? Tho’ God hath »een telling you the evils every day, wherefore he contends, vhiles by his word, and whiles by your confcience, yet ye. mend not. And do ye think that God can abide with his 
[ofpel? Ye may make din and fay, what will we do, if we vant it? But what have ye done with it? It is to be feared, i iat many of you would live as well without it as atheifts. . The true fubftantials of religion are decayed; as, 1. True ipdernefi tender challenges ^ the time has been when ye ■middbciv& v een challenged for an idle word, and mourned over it, but now not w jourteen idle deeds, neither can ye mourn. 2. Tendernefs in confei- 1 \ce is much decayed, ye are not fo te?ider as to fart at a fraw, as t were wont to do. 5. Where is that fearching out ofpmnifes, and tie application of them to events, 1 dare fay, many of you fame few •■ 'ears ago, had ten times more promifes, than ye have this day, and r applying of all that falls out to feme feripture, to make out that U his ways are mercy and truth to his own Is not that much gone, 10' by it ye ufed to hold in your life ? 4 There was alfo a benfl to 
iifie others, but whttre is that gone now ? 5. Where is that wmtea. ed againf fin, anfi. for the glory of Goal furely in this trial, God 
ittj taken us ruth o.ir back the wall, 6. Add the abufe and ne- 



( a* ) gleet of.your Cbiftian feUorojhip, which hath provoked God to Jet |f you. But 1 injili no further. May 1 think ye will fet time apaito 
mourn over thefe evils, and feek for grace to get them helped ?; ci O that 1 couldperfuadeyou. Sure I am, conf dering thefe thing* m ranks will juftifie the Lord in all that he hath done. But what i; till that we have faid avail, if it be not taken off our hand; h« njer 1 fall take heaven and earth to witnefs, that 1 have cht l> 
thefe things upon you; and yet I fay not on you, but on us all, a 
would fain hope, that we would take fame time to the through* i- 'uiciion of them on our fpirits. And mourn over them before the i #f 
Jf ye do fo, I dare promife in his name, he will hear, and giv e) mtgate; if not, your bands fall grow ftronger. I fall fay no nr. iut if Ifrael were throughly convinced that he hath defrayed hiri f there were hope that in him were Ifrael’s help, which, if we get m md opportunitie to fpeak,fall be fewed to you, even that note't- Handing we have defrayed ourjelves, yet there is hope of help ini w 

SERMON. II H o s. xiii. q But in me is thy help 
IT would leem that the Lord in his providence hatfo ordered things and drawn them to fiich a period, at he intended I fliould dole the fcripture of Matthew, befc < ihould leave you, that thereby you might learn lomewhid the doctrine of the crofs, and of the hazard of rel inquill ii: , his caule I did fcarce look to have got leave to give ar t „    „ „ :ap count of that leripture to the end; and when that was dje. that he had but two other words to Ipeak to you by e one word anent your fin, and that ye are your own c r< 
throw, and that God is not to be blamed for it: and anq word anent your help and relief, that tho* it be lb, that r. 
are the caule of your own ruine, and that you have del r ed yourfelf, yet you are bound to hope for relief in n 
when there is no other to help you. It leems that God id thele two words to fpeak to you, which no man or jm ei could hinder, till thele were delivered. Ye have heard to what a low condition the church c,-. be brought, and whatever hand God may have in it, S o verfaries that are inftruments of it, yet her member!« chiefly to be blamed for their own overthrow: And oc will have all forts & ranks of perlbns, Noblemen & Ge e men, bond & free, rich & poor, minifters & people, god o 
ujigodly, (axusularty cenYUM&d thete fins, whereof «■' 



r a?) ire guilty, whereby they have deflroyed themfelves,and[ the ;hurch ; fo that he hath not left himlelf without a witneft, and happy lhall he be, who fhall bear the impreflion o£ thefe ay till he come. i Now the other word he hath to Ipeak to you is, but in mt 
is thy help If the firft word hath left a deep impreflion upon your heart,I could with much confidence fpeak to the iecond. 
iThefe words are not only a ground of encouragement to th© noor people of God, the remnant in their low condition ; >ut they are alfo a vindication of the majefty of God, that -f ile is free of their deftruftion, and not to be blamed for it. 1 We fhall fpeak of them, firft, as they are a vindication of ithe majefty of God, that he is not to be blamed for their , deft ruction, but in me is thy help The words may be render-* i ed in the by paft-time, but in me is thy help: lb any evil that 
is upon you, ye may blame yourlelf for it, for in me thy . (jhelp hath been, and yet ftill is. Here pbferve that the Lord hath left abundant teftimonie*. •and witnefles at his people’s door, that he is not to be blam- .. ed for their deftruftion, or for any miferie, calamitie or for- 'row, that is upon them, for in me thy help hath been; I 

..jhave been ay good to you, I appeal to your own confcience, 
i, ^whether or not I have helped you many times, when ye have foeen low, and whether or not I have given you many fa- .. vourable cafts of my hand, lo that ye have no caufe to blame , -me. God is flytting free with his people, that he is not to be . .blamed, thefe feriptures and the like prove it: wherein have I wearied thee? have I been a wildernefs to you? hitherto lath God helped. In profecuting this doftrine, I fhall Ihew you, I. What ways people do rpfleft upon and blame him in their conditi- 

j on. 2. What teftimonies God hath to produce for himfelf at the hand of his church, efpecially at the hand of his church of J/rael, that he is not to be blamed, which will be very 
''applicable to us. 3. Why did the Lord (who is not tied to render an account of his ways) condefcend|$ far as to fatis- , fie his people, in fhewing them that he is'rtSt to be blamed, 
t To the firft, what ways do people reflect upon God and | blame him. ^nf. i. When they reflect upon his providence, ' when they are under any ftroak or mifery brought on rhem- | felves, by their own fin ; as thus, if the Lord had not done 

Juch things to me, it would not have been fi> with me, this 



( 28 ) 
did befall me in his providence, and I could not win by it: 1 This was that which Mam began with, and is a claufe irri- tant in his familie fince haft thou eaten of the tree, faith God * whereof I commanded thee thou [hculdft not eat ’ Who is to be, blamed for that? The woman whom thougaveft to he with me, jh i, 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 1 am not to he blamed, but yet j 
and her • thou gaveft me her {indeed 1 got a bonie bride that morning ' ■ J got her) and fhe gave it me. So we blame God when we blatru (? his providence for what we do z When they refiedt upor i his predetermining counfel, as thus, This was even ordained fai. me, before coat or Jhirt were fhapen for me It is the language in th s 9 Ch. to the Romans, Who hath vejifted his will ? who could help it if 
fince he decreed it 11 fay, the plague of God fall be upon you, tho’ yoi a, cannot rejift that will, for your blaming it. g. When they refled f upqn his free grace and mercy. Something of this is hinted io 
at, Pfal. 77. Is his mercy clean gone for ever? hath he forgotten t !; be gracious? Free grace might have helped this-, fho’ I be an unde\ j ferving man, what the matter 7 if free grace had given me a caft b) * 
the common? I have no more grace than God hath given me, whicl. ■■ is. as much as to fay, if grace had done its part, I might have beet t iept from this evil hour. 4. When they reflect upon the faith4 • fulnefs of God, tho’ fome dare not fpeak it out, yet it is in| their heart; there is a word to this purpofe, Pfal 77.8 dotlsf 
his promtfe fail for evermore? When folk do queftion the truth of his promife; this ye would beware of now: For folk are • in hazard to queftion the truth of his promife, in reference fc to his publick work. To this purpofe is that cf fer. Ch, zo* 5 7. O Lord, thou haft deceived me, and I was deceived, and why art [. thou unto me as a liar ? Thefe are dreadful words of the crea-| ture to the creator, as if he had not infinite ways to make out his promife, that we cannot take up. 5. When they re- 
fleft upon his juftice, feverite arid peremptorinels in Uniting'1 

of his people. There is a word in one of the prophets that; 
runs to this purpofe, if we be defrayed, how can we live? Which; is on the matter this, if God fo deal with us, there is no living, cr being with him) he will not let folk away with the knot of a ftraw'l 
but he dings them down. When folk hear that God fmites for this and for that, thdir heart rifeth in paflion, and faith, that there is no dallying with him, let him alone, for many have lived] with him, and flood before him, and he will not make new laws, nor 
fsrdain new ways to j allow, neither for your pleafure nor mine. 

a. What hath the Lord to fay for his own vindication at the; 



( 2? ) the hand of his church, efpecially at the hands of Ijrad, to •? prove that he is not to be blamed for their deftruCtion, and 
:tthe mifery that comes on them Jnf. i. God had this to fay to t.K tfrael for his own vindication, that he had chofen them out of allna~ i tions^of the world, without any thing in them previous to that choice^ t\hai might have engaged and influenced him y fo did he reafon with •5 them, Deut. 7. 7,8. The Lord did not fet his love upon you, nor 
tthoofe you, lecaufe ye were more in number than any people, for ye x were the fewefl of all ptople: But becaufe the Lord loved you. If the «Lord had a mind to drag you down, and deftroy you; and ■8 bad .delighted in that, he would not have brought you out i{ that blind condition, wherein ye were lying with the reft 
i of the world, but he would have left you a few blind moles . 3 drowning yourfelves in your fin. 2. He had this for himlelf cto fay, That he had brought them from the flaverie and bondage of 
u Egypt, in which they had ruined themfelves by their fin, after that 
; he had chofen them, he had ay this to fay for his own clearing, what- 1 ever came upon them, that he was their God that redeemed them 1 from the land of Egypt, fo that if he had delighted in their defirucii- ■ on, he would have left them there, and Jujfered them to run to the 

itu devil with the Egyptians, and never owned them nor delivered them., .3. He had this to fay for himfelf, that he had entered into a •covenant with them in the wildemefs, after he had brought them b out of Egypt, which privilege he had denied to any confiderable incar- tporation before that time, whatever he had done to fome par- 
ticular perfons and families, yet hb never formally entred in ucovenant with any great incorporation, but with them 4. t He had this to fay for himlelf, that he had done many miracles, 
‘ and wrought many wonders among than; he had file wed them ;■ marvellous and ftrange a£ts, and great figns and wonders, ■i after he had cholen them in Egypt, and before and after he ; had formally entred into covenant with them, for their con- i firmation and eftablifhing, that he dang down every power ■ th|it had lift up itlelf againft them; what need him have done 
1 this, if he had delighted in their deftru&ion ? 5. He had this to lay for himfelf, That he had delivered them from many inesm- ' 

veniencies; that he reproved kings for their fake, and fufiered ■ no man to do them wrong; that he fmote kings, and migh- 1 ty kings, Qg king of bafnan, and Sihon king of the Amor-. ■ ites; he never ipared great nor fmall, whilft they abode with 
him, but he carried ftill as their husband and Lord; this : Miaently clears him from bearing the blame of their ruin. 

6.H9 



(. He had this to fay, that he kept ahuitriam of light rtmong. them, for to Jhew them their duty, that they might know what wa the way of peace and life-, many prophets did he fend them, wh« late and early did admoniih, rebuke and teach them, fo thail it was not for want of light & counfel that they went wrong , they had enough of that; this fufficiently cleared him. 7 : He had this to lay, that many times he had fore-warned them < .. their skaith, whence it Jhould come, and by what, and hath mac [i them confent and fubmit to their own defruBion, if ever they flml 'ii 
go that black gate he had forewarned them of. Now, faith God, 1 have told you the right way, and ye may lippen to me it walking therein; and I have alfo told you the wrong way that will bring you down, and bring you under thefe folk feet that are your enemies, if ever ye make covenant witl | them, I vow and fwear, I fhall be full of your flefli: Am fl they were fo far convinced of the equity of this, that thej , ccnfented to their own ruin, if ever they fhould do it, if d > ver we join with the people of thele abominations, let Goc 
confume us from oft the earth. If ever we take thefe thieve; again by the hand, let the wrath of God purfue us, the heaj vy hand of God be upon us; that is a ftrong vindication o 
him. 8. He had this to lay, that notwit hjlanding of ail they hat, done againji him, he took heaven and earth to witnejs, he would ac cept of a little fmall thing at their hands Run ye to and fro through out the Jkeets of Jerufalem, and fee now and know, and Jeek in th 
broad places, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executed judgment and feeketh the truth, and I will pardon it, Jer.5 I. Of ty acknowledge thine iniquity, Jer. 3. 13. Do but this, I will pals by all bygones; will ye do but this, and I lhall defie alj the thieves to get you down, but I lhall be about with then! 

3. Wherefore doth the great God of heaven fo confefs, & , as it were to vindicate himfelf fo at the hands of poor un; . 
worthy worms? he is not bound to give an account of hi matters, or to render a realbn of his ways: For who mat fay unto him, what doft thou? Anf 1. He doth it for the glory of his jufli'ce. A gain ft thee, thee only have I finned, & dom this evil in thy fight, that thou mighteft be juftified whet 
thou fpeakeft, and dear when thou fpeakeft. I clear thy juflic, of all that is come upon me. God will not leave any ground to refleS- on that- Z For the glory of his grace and mercy, which his people ar 
ready to refleEi upon: Rut I refer to yourfelves to fudge, whether 0 not. I have been merciful, Q ye inhabit aw of jerujalem, «nd men <A 



L ^ 51 ^ - fludah) judge Ictween me and my ’vineyard. 1 refer it to your five! % and all the mrldt whether or not you defirve froaks, and whether or not 1 can (pare you longer. 3. That he may the rmri effectually hind 
his peoples Jins upon them, whereby they have defrayed themfehes, t and convince them of the evil of their own way, and of their folly. Ufe. 1. Lo here the daring boldnefs of the corruption of ( men, that dare reflect upon God, and blame him for the i'miferies, calamities and forrow that befall them; we have this legacy left us by our father Adam, tfho blamed the ho- ly God for his fall; we have a fpice of this from him, altho 
we will not fpeak it out; yet we think it often in our hearts. If God had not carved out things to be fo and fo, they could not have been; you are not to meddle with that, for he is holy in all his counfels, tho’ it be fb, but you are to be a- fhamed of your fins, for it is they that are the caufe of your deftru&ion. Take heed of blaming the majefty of God, if 
there be any apprehenfion in you to do it, fupprefs it and bear it down. Ufe. i. Know that the Lord hath abundant teftimony ly- ing at our doors, a* well as at Ifrael's, that he is not to be blamed for our overthrow, bur we ourfelves are to be blam- [ ed ; he hath this to fay, that he did fet his love upon us, & gave thefe ends of the earth to his fon for his inheritance, atyl that he took infeftment of them, and that he took us by the hand, not for any thing in us, for we were but a pack of poor beggars, in refpect of other nations, & that he brought us out of Egypt, from hcathenilh, papiftical and prelatical bondage: & when we were all running the black gate, with the bifhops, and running to black darknefs, he brought us back again; and that he entered into covenant never more formally with any nation than with us; and many great and glorious things he wrought for us, that he gave us many victories, and reproved many both great and fmall who op- pofed us, for our fake, all which we hope to be but an ear- neft of what is to follow, and that he told us of our duty, 8c of his way, and warned us what would be our mine. He told us, if ever we break covenant, and joined with the ma- 
lignant party, and put them in places of trull, Sc made them captains and officers of our armies, they ffiould be our mine ; and we contented to this, and put in our declaration, that even when there fhould be fcarcity of men, we fhould not 
do it* aot only in ofeadyc wats (sis fans docUftinguiffi) buc 



Icarcity of men we fhould fplit upon that rock, and that wi f W'ould join with thefe abominations, and yet we never reft !i 
ed till we made them captains and officers of our armies, & j joined with them, God forgive them that brought them in i and forgive us alfo that fuffered them to be brought in;] / 
dare fay allb, that God would take little off our hand, thaj« he may be about with thele thieves: Fain would he be a f them, and have a fair occafion to be full of their flefli, whd . have fo fhamefully broken his covenant, and fpit upon his i- face. Well I wot he would take little off our hands. How. \ ever he hath many teftimonies lying at our door, that he ii r 
free of our ruine. O but we had been a happy people, if wei tr had bidden by him. Many things alfo hath he to fay to vin-- v 
dicate himfelf of at the hands of his people, which would £ take a long day to tell. He hath this to fay, that he hath c- holden out to you many a time, what is the way of truth, l and the way of peace and piety wherein ye fhould walk, 8c » 
that clearly; you have not fallen in an evil condition for: want of light, and that your idols have overmaftered yoa t for want of that. He hath this to fay, that he hath not ceaf- ta ed to be a reprover to you, tho’ ye have trampled upon re-, i proofs, yet hath he made your confciences challenge you,: :t out and in. He hath this to fay, that you never let yourfelf L ferioufly to feek God, but ye got worth your pains, and met- » you mid-way and more. You never let yourfelves fb, that, t ye were at a point; ye would have fomewhat in this pray-; i er, or elfe ye fhould lay it by: But he met you, he meeteth > him -mho rejoiceth and mrketh righteoufnefs. No fboner put ye j ’ 
up the fails, but he put wind in them; that is ateftimony’ that he is not to be blamed, he hath this to fay, give me the J tithes and offerings, as ye were wont to do, & fee whether ’ I or not I will rain down a bleffing. Give me the ancient talc' I of duty, and fee whether or not 1 will come and blefsyou. ] He hath this to fay, that he hath fufficiently difcovered the i vanhy of that, which is the ground of the quarrel betwixt “ him and you. He hath convinced you that he hath made ' . your bufinefs thrive, as well when yon gave him'the due > tale, of duty, and did not clip them, and better too, than ' when ye did otherwife, ’tis but daffing for folk to flip pray- er, thaf they may won foon out to theplough, or harveft- ' ridge; if they do, God may break feme fopm or coulter, or , fome 



( 33 0 ifotr.c othei’ thing in the plough, or the hook wherewith they fhear, or make forne, accident to befall them, that they fhall 
loo/e more time for their worldly gain, than all the time that prayer would have taken up to them It is in vain for you to rife 
up early and Jit up late, and eat the bread oj farrows, for fo he giveth his belovedJleep. God can give his people that make confidence 
of the dutys of religion their §ill of refl, and make their work go on alio. Again, he hath this witnefs againft you, that there iis lomething he hath been contending with you for,&defir- ;ing you to quite & forfake, & yet ye would not do it for him. | Ye. know well enough what it is, 'tiseven the thing ye know of: What is the realbn ye will nqt mend it? It is fomething (that hath cleaved to you this year, 8c the other year, 8c fe- i veral'years. Had ye but done this tor me (as if the Lord would 

jlay) and forgone this little petty thing for me, I fhould have (made your peace run down as a river. Upon your confidence be it, whether or not I offered it good chape to you, if ye would give but a little more pains, and forgive a little fmall thing that ye know well enough what it is for, I will not: tell you what it is, I think it not worth the naming, ye fhould have h,.d peace, and perfed peace. It is a fore matter that we Ihould dill keep in our vexation, 8c diiquietnefs, which is all,, 
becaufe we w ill not forfake the thing we know of. I fay then,, God hath the right end of the firing, come of us all what will, he is free of our ruin. Let us therefore juf if e him, andvin^ dicate his juftice, and free grace ■, for it hath done whpt it could do^ with credit and honefry to the court of heaven. Let us therefore tala, with our fins, and blame eurfelves, for we have defrayed ourfclves. I We come now to the words, as they are.an encouragement, and a ground-of hope for the future, but in me thy help fhall be j fo the word may be rendered, ?’ct only have I ay dons you good, but I can yet help, and I will help pu, for all that is come upon you, I JhaS once help you in fpite of their hearts that would bear you down. Here obferve two doCtrines; i. Iruhe loweft condition thi church of God and Ifrael can be in, God can help ; there is help in God, if he pleafe to put it out forlfrael. Thou by thy fin haft-dcftrcyed thyfelf, andthefe folk as inftruments have broken you all, and dung you all down, and they think ye can never be raifed up again, but for as low as ye are, I can help you, for all things are poffible with God, even thefc things that are impoffible with men: He doth whatfoever 
plealeth him in heaven and in earth,, being ’r ' 



C H ) XjOvd of lords; he is higher than the higefi: Our God can de-j 
liver us, lay the three children, yea he will deliver us; they 
were as low as we are, they had the king & all the court a- bout them, and ready to call them into a fiery furnace made ready allb for them, which alfo they did, & yet God deliver- ed them. I do not think that ye qucftion this in your judgJ 
menr, that God can deliver; yet before I Ipeak to the other doftrine, that faith, God will deliver you, I lhall fhew you lome ways wherein God can help his people in their lowed condition, and in any of thele ways God can help us, if he pleafe. i, He can help his people by deftroying them, by tha be makes them happy evermore; in death he makes then conquerors; he makes them lay of the bitter afflictions anc ftroaks, that it is good for me that I was afflicted He teach- eth 8c inftruCteth them out of his law by his chaftening themi 2. He can help them by his admirable bearing them up, anc liipporting them in their condition, by flaying his rough wind in the day of his eaft-wind, correcting them in meafurd 
& judgment, even when he leems to make the waters run o-. ver them, and overflow them, tho’ he brings them through 
the fire and water, yet he brings them through: He takes a- way the fling of the rod 8c affliction, 8c bears them up undet it. 3. He can help them, by calling their help in the ordinal ry channel by ordinary means and inftruments, even where their cafe is very low, 8c feemsto be delperate; as to an out* gate, and there is no man for help appearing, within a fhor( time he can call their help in the ordinary channel. Ye are. it may be, thinking, that God mull work a miracle before we can be helped; but he can put our help in the ordinary channel very foon, as he did in the year thirty eight, when 1 
he threw down the prelates. He can caule the fpirit delcem! c upon his people, and great faviours on mount Sion, 8c put it s in the hearts of his people to arife, to the railing of his in- ? terefts, caule, covenant, ordinances and work ; he can raile up ieven fhepherds, 8c eight principal men. 4. He can do it in an extraordinary manner, he can create help, he lhall creai help for me, faith David, creat deliverance for Ifrael, is a prayer of faith that it fhould be, and God lhall fend down, help immpdiatly from heaven,he will order all things as the) j; are reniatning, God will work wonders, but he will be a • bout witli thelk lolk, and help his people. Vfc . 1. The people tf God jhould not dejpair, tho'' their condition tv 

ferns (9 hi imtrwdbk, It ferns fo n you, but it is not Jo to God: 1 tk\ 



r 55) 
s the things that are impojjible to men are not impojftble to God Whd& the spatter, tho' God ding us all down, if he mil do good to ourfouls% and teach us out of his Lmi What the matter tho’ we ly under thejo folks feet for a time1. He will make our worji condition bejl. What the matter'tho' we want the publick ordinances for a while, if he prove » 
little fanfluary to us, and if ye get your leffon taught by the maftef- ' himfelf who is an interpreter, one of a thoujand, not only amongfl the 

t threes, but above them all. What the ^natter, tho’ he blow up all out- ward worldly helps, feeing ye have a proof of their emptinefs, and fee- ing he can help either in an ordinary, or extraordinary channel1. Let us never be difcouraged, and tyne heart: if the heart begone, all is gone. 
SERMON. III. H o s e a. xiii. <). But in me is thy Help. IC o m e, now to the third doctrine, That the church of God in her lowejl condition, may wan ant ably look and wait-for help' from God Not only can he help, but Ihe is obliged to wait for it. Tak,e only that icripture to prove it. Pfal. 130. lajl v. Let IJrael hope in the Lord for ever and ever, that day can never down; neither can that cafe befal Ifrael, wherein he is not obliged to hope; & if to hope,then to look for help from God.- In fpeaking to this, I lhall fpeak to tbefe things* 1. Short- ly to the low condition whereinto the church may be brought. 2. Wha6 grounds of hope hath the church in her lowejl condition to look for help from God. 3. What conditions are required in a church, which may wan ant ably look for help from God. 4 How far was this promife 

’verified to the church of the Jews. 5. Wloether or not it be appli- cable to the church of Britain and Ireland. To the firft, the low condition into which the church may hi. brought. 1. She may be defaced both as to her civil and eo cleliaftical government, the authority of both may be loofed, and the people of God may be as fcattered bones about the graves mouth, and few of their own refent this. 2. What are the grounds upon which the church is to expefl helpt when thus made low, and there is none to help. Anf. The covenant is one ground, you muft underftand that God hath made a covenant with this church, which is everlafting and perpet- ual, that he will do fuch and flich things for her, even a co« venant of peace, which fliall -not be removed. And of the tribe of Levi he hath laid, that it Ihail not want a man to offer an, offering to the Lord for ever: fhall not . 
want a man to fit on his throne, which U verified^ ia ChriH; E a o 



( 3<n ; fo the tribe of Levi fliaU not want a man to minifter fcefori the Lord from generation to generation; when they were in a low condition, he laid, I will remember my covenant Many a black thing did the covenant keep oft, & in another place] / will /a fuch and fitch things to you, after all your whoredoms ant adulteries, but not by thy covenant. God hath ways of making 
eht his covenant that we have no skill of; he hath a pole, & a little purle keeping in his covenant, that many do not fed Indeed folk that have call oft the covenant, and have burn it by the hand of the hangman, will get tore bones, 6c for< fouls alfo; but as for thefe that cleave to it, they may expefi help on that ground. Hof. z. 19. 1 will betroth thee unto me ii righteoufnefs, in loving kindnefs, and in mercy; not only in righte- oufnefs, I will not only do thee all that law binds a husban^ to do for a wife, but I will give thee a call by the common] I will betroth thee in loving kindnefs 6c in mercy. 2. A leconc ground is the headlhip 6c furetylhip of Chrift, under whicl 
he is come by an everlafting covenant of redemption betwix him and his father; once have Ifwom to David (good honel] David underftanding Chrift who never wronged man) his fee, fhall endure jor ever, and his throne [ball laft 'as the fun before mo 
Pfal. 89. 36. As for thee allb by the blood of thy covenant 1 a Jend out thy prifoners out of the pit, wherein there is ?io water, Zachj 9. 11. Thy prifoners, that is, Chrift’s prifoners out of the pi wherein there is no water, that is, out of Babylon, a comfort (. lefs 6c heartlefs place; by the blood of thy covenant, that is through Chrift's covenant confirmed by his blood. It wa ts through Chrift they were let free. And faith Daniel Dan..91 17 • Look down upon thy fantfuary for the Lord’s fake, that is, foi t Chrift’s fake,the great prince Michael,that is ay for the church » Lo Michael one of the chief princes came to help me, Dan. 10. 13 * That good honeft angel never fails me, but is ay at my back [ “ do for you I never mifs him. 3 when I have any thing to do for you I never mifs him. 3:: 
A third ground is the name 8c glory of God, which is mign & tily engaged for the help of the church: What wilt thou d< t to thy great name, is a ftrong argument, when all weapon f have failed, that hath fetfee and virtue in it: We muft «vei * have a caft of thy hand for that, feeing thou haft taken us t> t- be thy people, and brought us out of Egypt, thou muft no 1 fufter the heathen to fay, for mifehief thou did it to flay them u; 

pon the mountains, atid'that t}m waft not able to bring them to th i Jmd thrupnrmfdunto thtirfetkr; 1 And fometimes he faith, i$ro%h 



wrought for my •name s fake; & at other times,/nr my name's fake 1 'will deferr mine anger, I will, hold my hand, and not defray them ■utterly. 4. A fourth ground is, that free love, which moved him to pity them, when they were lying in their blood, rank open 8c avowed enemies to him, he promifeth he will pity them ftill; he promifeth that he will heal their backflidings, and love them freely, Hof. 14 3 I will even do this freely, for ye have neither in you nor on you that can help this 
bufinefs.' Thefe are moft pregnant grounds, whereupon the church may expedThelp from God. | 3. IVkat are the conditions that are required in a church, which may warrant ably exfell help from God, slnf._ 1. It is required, that fhe have fomewhat of-pure ordinances, otherwife flic deferves not the name of a church ; for it is not to a land, or fuch a multitude of people, as fuch,that God by his promile is bound to, but to a multitude or incorporation having pure ordinan- ces. This is that which made ifraela church, when they were miferably corrupted with idolatry, they having lome of the pure ordinances, as the word, Sc fome of the lacraments, as circumcilion; Sc until they loft the v/ord,doStrine,worfhip Sc facraments altogether, God did never altogether reject them. 2. There muft be a remnant, all the promifes have always a refpedt t* the remnant, the remnant of grace, tho’ it be but fmall; hence it is laid, if the Lord had not left us a remnant, we had been as Sodom,and mad.e like unto Gomorrah. 3. There muft be interceflbrs; the church indeed is in a hard cafe,that wants them, as is clear, Ezek 22. 30, 31. And I fought for a man a- rnojtgft them, that fhould make up the hedge, and Jland in the gtrp be*- 

0 fore me for the land, but 1 found none \ therefore have l poured out J my judgment upon them, I have cenfumed them with the fire of my j wrath, their own way have 1 recompenfed upon their heads, faith the t Lord. Yet in lome Angular cafes he helps, where there is none 
; to help, Sc no inrerceftor. if a. 59. id. And he faw that there was 
S no man, and wondered that there was no interceff'or, therefore his arm J brought fahatitm. to him, and his rightyoufnefs [uflained Ifim , Sc if < fo,much more when there are intercclfors.altno they were but 
< a few. cjer. 5. 1 Run ye to and fro through the iheets of Jemfalem, -! tmd feek and know in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a may} Ithat feeketh the truth, and executeth judgment, and I.widpsirdmjt. 

4. It is required, that that incorporation deferve belt the title , Sc name of the true Jfrael,£k church of God ofany incorpora- 
tion in the world, Sfi that becaiife God hath relbivcd hull * 



have a church, and we cannot think that hewill caft off better church, & keep a worfc. You fhall find,that altho Ifra. was oftentimes corrupted, yet evil as they were, they wet 
the beft incorporation in all the habitable world; 6c that wa the thing that kept them to the force, and gave them ftiH,' 
right to that promile, let Ifrael hope in the Lord for ever and i vcr. And yet even in their word cale in captivity, and out q 
it; in well and wo; indeed they were caff off at laft, but thei was good reafon for that, for the Chriftian church came ir 
& took their rights 8c privileges from them. But put out mir eye with any inftance, that they were wholly put away,whil i 
they came in. Hence I conclude, that that church ought t . hope in the Lord fpr ever 8c ever, 8c that even in their lowj:. eft condition, when they have deftroyed themfelves; anc\ i: fo, I hope our cafe is the better this day. 4. How far was this promife verified to the church o/Ifrael ’ sh 1. In refpeft that he helped them many times, 8c delivert them when they were very low, even from external juds ments,how oft did he deliver them when they cried unto hir when they were under the feet of their oppreffors. 2. In ri 
fpe<?c that he kept alway a little dock 8c ftool, 8c a remnat among them in the captivity, and out of it which did brin forth a new brood, 8c multiplied three times more, elpeciall 
it was made out at the coming of Chrift, 8c the preachingi the gofpel to them. 3 And chiefly, it fliall be made out,i their ingrafting, when Ifra'el fhall return to the Lord. ; r 5. Low Jar may we make ufe of this promife, and how far is\ j) applicable to the church of Britain 8c Ireland. In anfwer to thi f we fhall, Shew how far thele conditions, which are ri quired in a corporation whicli may warrantably expedt hel ,1 
ate to be found in the church of Britain 8c Ireland. 2. We fha , fhew feme additional things, which may further flrefigtht' our faith in this thing. _ . 3 To the firft, what of the conditions which are required ’ 
an incorporation which may warrantably expedt help, are.; be found in the church of Britain and Ireland? Anf 1. That, church mufl have pure ordinances, and we Jay, we have pure ordina 
ces and much more pure than God gave Ifrael ground to hope in hi „ for; who will fay againfi it 1 We have the pure word oj God preache 
wd. pure Jacraments, and it is not longfince we had pure worjlx j: pure dotirine, and pure difeipline and government, all very near t ; ■aterh. Indeed there are very great corruptions^ «<W brought in-,t 



( 39 ? rom whence have they come? From the church of Britain and Ire- and ? "We deny that; for we declare before heaven aud earth, that 
hefe who deferve heft the name of the church of Britain and Ireland,; hat they do adhere to the doBrine, worfhip, difcipline and govern- nent (worn to in our fblemn league and covenant; but thefe cor- upters have come from a party, whom we have oppofedfincejhe yeary 8 Who have violently riven pure ordinances from us Whenlfrael was ajl off, their deflrutlion was univerfal and arbitrary, voluntar and 
y choice; but we by violence and force are driven from pure ordinan- ss by an ungodly party, whom we have f riven with from the womb, hey fhall find that the church of Scotland wants not pure ordinan- ce, but that ungodly party hath violently rugged them from the true Ifpenfcrs and Rewards of them and hath intruded a pack of prophane 
trjured Jlaves to dijpenfe them; the Lord is our witnefs, ,we have ot done it by choice, z There muft he a remnant; I never bad better, tr we plead, that there is a numerous remnant id the church of Bei- lin and Ireland, and fiicb a remnant as was never found, for any nng we know in any nation or kingdom at once. I grant the remnant ■ far from their duty, but what can ye conclude from that; that God 'ill leave that church ? I deny that to follow, 1 will indeed conclude ie cloud to be growing, and that it is not at its height, but not that ■od will give up with that church. I will get you fcrlptures to fpeak 
)e contrary, particularly, Jer. 5. 1. and I fa. 6. ult. The remnant 'all be as a teil tree-, it is afignificant word, it fignifies the terrife tat was on the north of Jerufalem, which kept the Jlorm of the mple, and fhall be as an oak, whofe fubfiance is in them; the holy 
ed fall be the fubflatlce of the land; and if fo, then God and the wch of Britain and Ireland cannot fed, for that condition is raigh- 
by verified in it. 3. There mu(i be interceffors, I grant, that gives a tf to our faith. But altho we have been in thefenfe ofourfin,grant- 5 that we 'are far from what we fimld have been at, yet God and' e world knows that there arc intercefors for the church of Britain ’■d Ireland, in the land, and out of the land. And if God fought but e, and would have fpared for one's fake; I dare fay, there aoe many nfands lamenting over the condition of Britain and Ireland. Do 
' think that God will fut out their prayer: He will regard the pray- of the deflitute-, there hath been many a fappy prayer pit up, and. lny a tear fed within thefe four years-, and the1 people of God have •n filling God’s bottle with them, and we hope it fail fe full ere it long, every one of his fould be helping to fid it. Ids a (kange ’ng, the there fie. fo many godly folk, that we cannot get God's bot- 
filkd up amongfi us, when it is full, they will mab the wheel of 



r 40 ; ' ■ providence go about to the confii/ion of enemies, 'and the redemption kis people. 4. 'The church which may warrantably expect help, mi 
have the bed claim to be called, the true church, of any church, in % world j4nd 1 prefume, that this condition Jlands mightily 'verified, the church of Britain and Ireland • / fay it with fubmi(jion to othef ■who knorf better the affairs of other churches-abroad than I do b have pure ordinances, and are under covenant with God. We hd* Meft our feed in them,and hav^ laid all to the'fake for them, a have been fgnally owned of God in that work, and the rumour ha gone abroad through the reformed churches, that we are the puri church, wherein we will find the befl title and claim ; if that will t dti it, ye may think men may take their word again in their coi naming,-but thaf cannot be withaut\confent of parties. Ye will fi 
that the church of Britain and Ireland hath broken covenant wi 
God. I grant that is a great obje/dion: 1 grant indeed our rulers ha judicially broken covenant to their jhame, and the prelatlck party hit •voluntarly and deliberately done it: But is that the deed of the cbm 
of Scotland ? I deny; for thefe that befl deferve the name of the or do abominate that deed of theirs, and do cleave to the covenant, di are [ujfcring, becaufe they will not break it. That the pureft remna may dejervcdly be called the church, read PfaJL 22. penult. A ie< fhall ferve him, and it Hiall be counted to the Lord fot generation. The fed that forts him is counted the church, theje w. 
adhere to him, hit covenant and ordinances, and bear tefiimony] gainfi all that break his covenant, and are backfiiders, and they Jhf declare his righteoufnefs to the generation to come, that he hath dt 
this. Hold your tongue; they are not yet born, but in their moth womb, and their fathers 'loins, who frail reap the good of this wo that we are fujftring for Take up your hearts then, or,id be not 4 
couragcd, feeing ‘we have fuck accefs to the/if bur conditions, for) ’ they 'have advar.-ed, they-frail get all we have eraihey get the^\ yet let us hold to our claim, while a better come, and take it from j I fhail in the next room, give you feme few items, ti< every Jafs and lad may make ufe of for ftrengrhning iht faith, tW God will help. 1. We have a very infblent par 
to deal Vith, who have made void God’s law, & eftablifhj iniquity by a law. And fnall the throne of iniquity hat 
place jnsritk God? No it cannot be, they are bloody & oecei ful men, and ihall they live half their days? No, they fh- 
not Thew have broken covenant, and committed the ito horrid breaVh that ever was heard tell oi ;they have not e 
ly broken x, but burnt it with the hand oi the^hang m; 
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