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T O T H E 

FARMERS in the GARIOCH, 
Thefe remarks on the late famous Siege of Gibraltar, 

are humbly infcribed, by 
WALTER GORDON, 

Late Soldier in the 73d Regiment, or Lord M'Leod's Highlanders. 

GENTLEMEN, 

T is but natural to men, who have efcaped from 
J great dangers, and that alfo with glory to themfelves 
and their country, to wilh that others fhould be ac- 
quainted with the difficulties they have furmounted, 
and the glory they have acquired. A common 
foldier, it is true, tho’ he*has an equal ffiare ot danger 
with the commander in chief, is far from having an 
equal ffiare of the glory, nor has he any title to expeft 
it. Perhaps it is upon the whole no material lofs to 
the common foldier, that his name is buried with him- 
felf; for if his memory is not celebrated by pofterity, 
neither is it branded with infamy by the invidious, nor 
the ftrife of parties. Yet 1 know not how it is, I 
have a defire, and I believe every one has the fame, that 
it fhould be known I was at Gibraltar, and fought and 
conquered. Some will call this vanity; I cannot di\ e fo 
deep into nature as to know whether it is vanity or ru t, 
or what it is ; but I think my defire of appearing in 
print, proceeds rather from a defire of communicating a 
part of my own happinefs to my worthy friends in the 
Garioch. . No good man choofes to eat his morfel alone. 

A My 
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My good friends, a morfel of my happinefs I freely! 
and frankly impart to you ; in the following pages you 
may feaft mod gorgeoufly. Heliogabalus, tho’ withi p: 
choice and coftly dainties he duffed his greedy paunch, D' 
never had fueh a feaft as this ; fuch afiege never was ^ 
fince the world began ; fuch a brave defence never wasi'» 
made, and probably never again will be. Here you. h 
have the heroic deeds of a handful of men, often upon h 
tire point ofbeing ftarved to death, continually expofed 
to fhowers of bullets and hellifh bombs, more than once r : 
threatened with the inercilefs fwbrd, bidding defiance to I: 
their enemies, with matchlefs courage rifing above i" 
dangers, and at laft crowned with vidtory. 

That you may read this humble performance with . f. 
greater pleafure, only fuppofe yourfelves fhut up in r 
Fort Gibraltar; luppofe you hear the horrid din of v\: 
cannon, the burfting of bombs, fuppofe you fee the joint I(E 

fleets of the eiremy excluding every fupply, and many (fi 
thoufands upon the neighbouring hills to enjoy the y 
fight, and behold the maffacre. And in order to give i: 
you a proper relifh for the peace‘and fafety you enjoy, ‘ 
fuppofe yourfelves {landing upon the beach in the 
time of a dreadful ftorm ; fuppofe you fee a veflel tolled 
by thetempeft ; every billow threatening deftruflion ; 
the unhappy crew expedling every moment to be 
fwallowed up in the abyls ; the fttuation of thd 
miferable crew is fuch as was the fituation of the 
garrifon, while you lived at eafeand irt ftifety, ata diftahee 
from danger. 

Long may you live and enjoy thebleffings of peace and 
fecurity, to tell your children how Britons fought and 
conquered. As a teftimony of my refpedl, I offer you 
thefe poor remarks, and while you read remember they 
are the remaiks of a common foldier. W. G 
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BEFORE I give my obfervations on the late famous 
fiege of Gibraltar, it may be proper brieSy to 

mention its fituation and ftrength. When this place 
^as taken in the year 1704 by the'joiht fleets of the 
Englifh and Dutch, under the command of Sir George 
Hook, it was conftderecl as a trivial acquifition ; howevef 
the Spaniards foon laid fiege to it with fuch a formidable 
power, and Are wed fuch eagernefs to recover it, that the 
Englifh began to think it a place of much greater 
importance than they at fir ft imagined. All the attempts 

-the Spaniards have made upon Gibraltar have hithertp 
;[ proved unfuccefsful; and let true Britilh foldiers have a 
J jgovernor of the fame abilities, courage and attention with 

■Sir George Auguftus Elliot, I may venture to affirm 
;that the combined forces' of the world will never be 
■able to wreft it out of the hands of Britain. The 
1 pofleffion of this place adds greatly to the luftre of the 
Britifh Crown, tho’ perhaps it adds very much alfo to 

; the national expence. One cannot eafily conceive what 
' a (hock it gives the pride of the haughty Spaniards, 
to have a Britilh garrifon in a place which is confidercd 
as the key of Spain ; their pride has often led them to 
attempt its recovery, but haughty indolent pride will never 
be a match for the cool and fteady courage of Britifti 

|, foldiers. 1 have had opportunities of obfervjng the 
I infolent boafts of the Spaniards, and I have feen them 
r fufficiently humbled ; with contempt I reflect upon their 

'‘ .pompons difplay of power, but with heart-kit joy I 
!' alfo refleft upon the cool and fteady behaviour of the 
jgarrifou. 
| GIBRALTAR is fituated in 36. 21. North Latitude 
l and 6. 15. Weft Longitude, is bounded on tire North 
r • ~ A 2 by 



by part of the province of Andalufia, on the Eaft byi r 
the Mediterranean ; on the South by the Straits, and c: 
on the Weft by the Bay of Algaziers, which runs up r 
the country as far as the Orange Grove and Point t: 
Negroe. 

According to remarks made by engineers in the v- 
year 1769, the heightof the hill at the rock guard is 1350 s ; 
feet above the level of the fea, the height of the hill at the |h 
ftgnal houfe is 1276 feet, and the circumference of the id 
rock is 7 Englifh miles one quarter and 240 yards. From; i; 
the new mole head acrofs the Bay to Algaziers is 3730 t 
yards. The breadth of the Ifthmus at the inundation h 
near the Spanifh lines is 1750 yards, 'The breadth of 1. 
the Ifthmus at the advance guard is 1200 yards. The V: 
breadth o'-er the rock is 950 yards. The diftance between fc 
Queen’s Battery, Willis’s and Fort Barbary is 1837 t- 
yards ; between Queen’s Battery and Fort Philips 2104 t 
yards. From the Old Mole head to Point Negrae r 
3660 yards. In a direft line from the Old Mole head t 
to '■'t. Koch 7450 yards. 

Gibraltar is furrounded with a ftrong wall, except ; t 
where the Rock is inacceftible ; the town is fituated at hr,! 
the foot of Mount Calpe, and was at the commencement | 
of the late fiege inhabited by Englifh, Scots, Irifh, Jews, ; t 
Moors,andGenoefe.Thetowninits moftflourifhingftate t 
was neither large nor beautiful, but now it is reduced al- 
moft to a ftate of ruin. A more particular defeription of ; li 
this unfortunate town may not be unacceptable to many " 
readers. It is divided from the South part cf the Fort 
by a wall exrending from the ftgnal houfe to the South j 
Baftion. Its principal gates are Land Port, which leads j 
to Spain ; Water Port, which leads to the Old Mole ; 
South Port, which leads to the South fide of the Fort. 
The grand Parade or fqu re, where the Town guard i 
mounts, is about the centre of the town, and is 700 feet 

from 
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Si from South port, 650 from Land port, 2034 feet from 

C the South barracks, and 5300 from Europa point. The 
pi principal ftreet runs from South port gate to Land port. 
ii As one enters South port gate, the grand {lore is upon 
Lis left hand, and the king’s yard upon his right. He 

! pomes next to the Convent, or the governor’s quarters, 
.3 which is upon his left. Then he advances to the 
it ijSpanilh church, which is on his right hand. This 
tt church is adorned with altars, crofles, and images. Next 
t he advances to the grand Parade. Oppofite to the 
TSpanifh church, is the king’s baftion, which is a new 
11 Battery, and has a Bomb Proof under it. Here part of 
l the troops gre quartered. Montague’s Baftion is near 
B fWcfter Port. The Prince of Orange’s Baftion is in a 
1 direft line between Montague’s and king’s Baftion. I 

muft not omit , mentioning the fountain, which is at 
the foot of the grand parade, and fupplies the town 
with water. The water in Gibraltar is rain water, 
'which is preferved in cifterns and refervoirs, and is con- 
veyed in an aquedufl to the fountain. The Englifh 
jChurch is part of the convent. Befides the Spanifti 
‘and Englifh churches, there are feveral Jewifh Syna- 
;g°gues. In going to the old caftle there is an afeent 
of a hundred fteps above the level of the ftreets. 

Both the town and fort are fupplied w ith provifiohs 
pom England, Portugal and Barbary. The Spaniards 
have drawn a fortified line acrofs the ifthmus'to prevent 

■the garrifon from having any intercourfe with the 
iq,country, notwithftanding which they carry on a clan- 
Ijdeftine trade, particularly in Tobacco, of which the 
^ Spaniards are exceedingly fond. Before the fiege, when 
frail communication with the fort Was open, the country 
ipeople brought in large fupphes of bread, beef, mutton, 

; pork, poultry, and fruits. The indignation of Britons 
liifes againft the meanrtefs of thefe daftardly wretches. 
The love of money ftifles in their breafts the love of 

their 



their country, and leads them to fupply the wants of a ;. 
garrifon, which is a {landing monument of Spanifh; ir.n 
weaknefs. 

Gibraltar is called the key of the Straits ; it has a i 
commodious port, and commands the paffage into the jki 
Mediterranean and Levant feas. But the road is neither fc 
fafe againft an enemy nor {forms. The Bay is about ilfc 
go leagues in circumference. The Straits are 24 miles t 
long and 15 broad ; through which fets a current from (jr:' 
the Atlantic ocean into the Mediterranean, and for the T- 
jpemming of it, a brilk gale is required. 

Fort Gibraltar was blocked up by the Spaniards on '; • 
the 16th of June 1779. They never could have had a, :{ > 
more flattering profpeft of fuccefs than at that time, j fe 
Great Britain then carried on a very unequal difpute | bj 
ggainft the Americans, French, Spaniards, and the ! b 
perfldious Dutch. Her manly and fpirited efforts t 
againfl: all thefe enemies muff aftonifh the world. I i 
have with admiration read fome deferiptions of the <1 
wars carried on by the antient Romans, but my wonder f 
at their fuccefles entirely ceafes, when I connder the |f( 
undaunted condu£l and almoft incredible fucceffes ofj 
Britain againft her united and formidable enertiiesj (^ 
Fder fleets, always outnumbered, upon every occaflon hn 
.either dared their enemies to fight, or nobly kspt them at ? 
bay. Unfading laurels will forever encircle the head of e- 
the Gallant Rodney. The unhappy fate of the brave ? 
Kempenfelt will be ever lamented by Britifh Tars ; our 
'armies and fleets being employed almoft in every 
quarter, bravely fupporting the dignity of the Britifh 
arms, the Spaniards thought this was their time for 
recovering Gibraltar. With this view, and full of hopes, 
they fat down before it on 16th June 1779. 

In the following pages, I offer to my readers the , 
remarks I made during this important fiege. Tho’ 



j I cannot pretend to give learned obfervations, or write 
in a ftrain equal to the importance of my fubjeft, yet 
I fliall obferve a facred regard.to truth, and do juft ice 

a both to the garrifon and the enemy. Nothing indeed 
B km wanting on the fide of Spain to enfure fuccefs. 

Their preparations amazed us. Their perfeverance 
' did them honour, and the firmnefs', with which they 

::TI tore their frequent Ioffes was rather above their 
a military charafter. 

if Some days after the communication was fhut up, 
; ;a Regiment of Spanifh infantry encamped near the 

Orange Grove ; in a few days after, feveral regiments 
a more encamped near the fame place, and loan after they 
i ;: ibegan to ereft Batteries bewrxt Fort Philips and Fort 
3: Barbary. It feemed to be a rule with Governor Elliot, 

■ to allow the Spaniards to proceed almoft unmolefted 
: untill they had nearly finhhed their Batteries; and 
: then to demolifti all they had done. The firft heavy 
litre was not feat againft the befiegers till the nth 
«>f O&ober, which greatly difconcerted them, and ruin- 

: ted all their former preparations. 
| The regiment in which I had the honour to lerve, 
iviz. the Second Battalion of the 73d, or Lord M‘Leod’s 

j: Highlanders, Was embodied at Invernefs, and embark- 
ed for England in March 1779. We arrived at Portf- 

«f nmouth on the 28th of May. In our paffage, the Robert 
■..and Elizabeth tranfport run aground upon the Goodwin’ 
siSSands, but the flowing of the tide, and a gentle breeze of 
jjfvind, brought her off without any material damage’. 
/After being quartered in Hampftirre for .fix weeks, we 
jbe-embarked at Portfmouth, and were landed at Ply- 
piouth ; and after.lying nineteen weeks in Maker 

ii|:amp, upon the 8th of'December we embarked for 
^Gibraltar, and failed the 27th in Admiral Rodney’s 
aleeti The fleet confifted of 27 fail of the line, 9Tri- 
ll > gates, 
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gates, and 3 cutters, befides tranfports and rnerchaai 
veflels. Upon the morning of the 8th of January 
1780, we made prizes of two fhips of the line, three . 
frigates, two floops, and fifteen trading veflels. Ja-J 

nuary 16, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, vve engaged the | 
Spanifh fleet, obtained a compleat vi£fory, and carried . 
in ourprizes to Gibraltar on January 29. 1 cannot do . 
proper juftice to the bravery of Admiral Rodney’s fleet 
in the above engagement; the eagernefs for battle fhewn ir 
by the tars is aimoft incredible, the ideas of danger or . 
death feem never to enter the hearts of Britifh feamen ; i 
every one exerts himfelf as if the whole bufinefs depend- ; f 
ed upon his Angle arm, and the only fear they betray is ’ 
left the enemy fhould efcape. 

Upon our arrival at Gibraltar, we found the garrifon j “ 
reduced to great diftrefs for want of provifions ; their ‘ 
fituation may be conceived, from attending to the prices ; f 
of the neceflaries of life at the time of our arrival, and 12 
the weekly allowance of each foldier. Bread then fold { 
at ten pence per pound, beef two Ihillings per pound, ;; 
mutton two ftiillings and fixpence, potk one milling and ], 
eight pence ; oatmeal ten pence per pound ; a pair of I “ 
fowls one guinea, a pair of chickens fifteen Ihillings, a i * 
turkey one pound ten (hillings, a goofe one pound five ; L 
butter three (hillings per pound, and cheefe two fhil- r 
lings and fixpence, and every thing in proportion. A 1 
foldier’s weekly allowance was five pounds of bread, j 
one pound of beef, one and a half pound of pork, two b 
and a half ounces of butter, one and a half pint of peafe, ^ 
and one pint of oatmeal. Add to this fcanty allowance, ^ 
their aimoft continual watching and hard duty, and 
men can fcarcely be imagined in a more diftrefled j | 
fituation ; the fupply we brought in greatly relieved the ; 
garrifon for fome time. 

Soon after our arrival, the governor found means to 
procure 
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procure a confiderabie ftock of dried fifh, -which was 
ferved out when beef and pork began to fail fhort. He 
aifo procured great quantities oi rice and raifins, which 
with the dried ftih and kidney beans, were of great 
fervice to the garrifon during the blockade. On the 
7th of June, the enemy fent into the harbour g fire 
fhips, with a defign to burn our fhipping in the New 

..Mole ; but by the gallant behaviour and furprifing in- 
(tvepidity of our feamen, thefe lire (hips were to week off 
iwithout doing any damage. 

About this time, the Spaniards Were haftening their 
preparations for-a liege by land, while their xebecks, 
.gallies and gun-boats, which were ftationed at Algaziers 
'and the Orange Grove, commanded the Straits, fo that 
!no veflels could enter with provifions or ammunition : 
itheir gun and mortar boats were fo numerous, and kept 
fo good a look out, that it was next to impoffible fer 
'any fhips bound for Gibraltar to efeape. About the 

■j 'tniddle of September, provifions became fb fcarce, that 
the governor ordered the bakers to bake only 50 loaves 
pach, for fa!e per day. A foldier’s weekly allowance 
Was then, 7 lb. of bread ; 2$ lb of beef, if ib. of pork: 

: bf oz. 6f butter; i-pint of oatmeal; and one pint ef 
ieafe 01 kidney beans. The wine man. was ordered to 

[ell no more than one gallon of each fort of liquor per 
"ay. 

On the night of September 30th, the enemy burnt 
Bayfide gardens ; and next day began to build a battery 

itbout 500 yards from Land Port, which was afterwards 
known- by the name of Mill Battery. 
V Oftober 6th, The rainy feafon began 5 In fmrimer 
here' is no rain at Gibraltar, but in winter it rains eX- 
jedihgly heavy. The rainy feafort is moll favourable 
IT gardening, for in- fummer the garden roots are. 

Isorchethby the heat of the fun • In winter there is 
B neither 
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neither froft riorfnow ; the rain which falls during the 
winter is preferved in citterns for fumrner ufe. 

Oftober 2d, The Spanifh gun boats fired 7 fhots in- 
to the gatrifon, which compliment was returned, by 5a 
fhots from our fhipping and batteries. 

November 25th, Early in the morning, part of thd 
Mill Battery was burnt. A very hot fire was kept up; 
about this time, night and day, from our batteries. 

On the night of the 29th, Sixty-two bomb fhellgji 
were fired in the fpace of three hours by the garrifonl 

December 1 ft, The paving of the ftreets was beguri 
to be taken up, in order to prevent the great deftru&iortj 
that might have been occafioned, by the falling andr 
burfting of bombs on the pavement. Perhaps the bomra 
is the moft hellifh device, that has as yet been made fott} 
the deftruftion of mankind I fhall endeavour to defcribel 
it. It is a large fhell of eaft iron, having a great vent tui 
receive the fuzee, which is made of wood ; if no defeat1 

is found in the globe, its cavity is filled v/ith whole gum' 
powder ; a little fpace of liberty is left, that when 0 
fuzee or wooden tube is driven thro’ the opening, arKa; 
fattened with a cement made of quick lime, afhes, bridir 
duft, with fteel filings in a glutinous water ; or of fouti 
parts of pitch, two of colophony, one of turpentinei ‘ 
and one of wax, the powder may not be bruifed. Thk ‘ 
tube is filled with a combuftible matter, made of twffl r 
ounces of nitre, one of fulphur, and three of gun powifr 
tier duft, well rammed : This fuzee fet on fire, burr.; 
flowly till it reaches the gun powder, which goes off a( 
once, burfting the {hell to pieces with incredible violence:; 
Care muft be taken, that the fuzee be fo proportiohedjl ■ 
that the gun powder do not take fire before the fhelli, 
arrives at the deftined place, to prevent which, the fuzee: 
is commonly wound round with a wet clammy thread.jP 

DecembW; 



r December 17th, During laft night, the garrifon fired 
at the rate of 33 bombs in one hour, 

r ■ In the month of January 1781, Several veflels found 
: means, notwithftanding the vigilance of the enemy, to I I I enter the harbour and fupply us vyith provifions. 

i February 4th, 1781. Oatmeal fold at one llfilling 
per pound; flour ditto; butter three flnllings per 
pound ; beef three (hillings and two pence, and other 
things in proportion. Wine was the cheapeft article at 
this time, being fold at fix pence a bottle ; the beer was 
at the exorbitant rate of one (hilling and fix pence a 
bottle. The prices of provifions arc fo often mentioned, 
in order to give my reader a juft idea of the hardfhips 
to which the garrifon was (ubjefted. 

March 1781. During this month a fo!dier?s weekly- 
allowance was five poijnds of bread, thirteen ounces of 
beef, eighteen ounces of pork, two ounces and a half 

(of butter, one pint of peafe, and one pint of oatmeal. 
Veal and pork fold at three (hillings a pound, beef and 
mutton three (hillings and fix pence a pound, a bullock’s 
head without thetongue fold at fourteen (hillings, acalfs 
head and feet at thirty two (hillings and nine pence ; 
butter and cheefe fold at five (billings; and potatoes at 
three (hTings a pound ; a hen at a guinea ; a duck one 

'll pound five (hillings ; a goofe two pounds ten (hillings"; ’ 
^ a turkey at three pounds twelve (hillings; a couple' of 

j |pigs eight days old at five pounds ; an old pig coft from 
.fi twenty to twenty five pounds ; a common foldier could 

not purchafe a pair of (hoes under half a guinea, 
j They who live in eafe and affluence at home can form 

1 ‘mo idea of the hardships to which a common foldier 
is expofed in the time of war. But the fituation of men 

j reduced to fuch ftraits, and expofed to fuch contjnual 
toil and dangers, is beyond the powers of defeription. 

') [Did the -rich and affluent only experience a little of the 
B 2 hardfhips 



hardfhips of a fiege like that I am now defcribing, it |. 
would give them a double relifh for their eafy and i 
luxurious life ; it would teach them to feel for others, it ib 
would teach them how inhumane it is to treat a ioidier i ^ 
with contempt, and refufe him, as they often do, io much k 
as fhelter under tlreir roofs. 

About the end of March it was almoft impoffible to 
buy either bread or meal at fhops; what was fold was , h 
delivered at a window, the doors being kept fhut on jfc 
account of the mob, oat meal fold at one fhiliing and l 
four pence a pound, and a 1 mall loaf about the fize of a ! 
penny-loaf iit Britain fold fc-: a fhiliing. 

April 12, 1781, The Britifh fleet under the corn- | 
mand of Admiral Darby, arrived with provifions and ! 
garrilon ftores. The enemy now feeing, that it was in 1 
vain to attempt ftarving the garrifon, changed tiieir plan11 
and giving up the blockade,, began the fiege at half paft | 
eleven in the forenoon, opening all their batteries at 1 
once, and firing at the rate of 180 bombs and fhot in an ;| 
hour; their fire was chiefly diredledagainit the town, ; 
which was foon reduced to a heap of ruins ; the falling 'j 
of bombs and fhot in the town, could be compared to f 
nothing more properly, than a fhower of hail-ftones. i 
The troops flationed in the town, and the inhabitant?, : 
removed as faft as poflibleto the South Fort ; the town’s 
people alfo carried with them their moft valuable effe&s, I 
at the hazard of their lives, for whiift a man was en- 
deavouring to fave fome part of his effefts, perhaps a ; 
bomb fell in his houle, burft, and buried the ow ner in 
yuins. 

The foldiers and inhabitants who removed from the . 
town, encamped near the South barracks ; water en- I 
gines were employed to extinguifh the fires, but had 
very little effe£t, for while they were applied to one: j 
houfe, three or four more were alfo fet on fire, while 

they | 

- 
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they were engaged in faving that one. The Spahifli 
.church was fet on fire, and 300 barrels of fioiir were 
•taken out of it, and faved by the foidiers. Store-houfes 
full of oil, rum, brandy and wine, were alfo fet on fire, 
by the enemies bombs; the liquors and oil ran in ftreams 
along the ftreets, burning with amazing violence. No- 

rthing was to be feen but dreadful ruin and deftruftion 
| jn every corner, confuiion was ftrongly marked in every 
face, and death in various fhapes preiented itfelf to view. 
The crafh of falling houfes, the burfting of bombs, the 
horrid din of cannon, the groans of the wounded, the 
catcalls of the dead, the Ihrieks of women, the cries of 
children, mull have ftruck with terror and pity the 
fiouteft heart 1 Let us pafs from this Ihocking Icene, 
and remark the precautions taken by the Bntiih foidieis 
for their future fafety, and for the prote&ion of the un- 
happy townfmen. Bomb proofs were immediately 
built for the guards, the gates of Water Port and Lan4 
Port were fhut, the bridges drawn, the communication 

• cut off, and the gateways built with faad bags : The 
out guards palled at the Tally ports. 

In five weeks after the commencement of the fiege, 
•the enemy fired 32397 bombs and fhot into the garrifon. 
, April 28th, The enemy fired 593 bombs and 1064 
fhot: About this time, a new ftock of provifioas was 
landed at the New Mole and Rofea. The happy efFefis 
of this fupply may be known from this, for on May 8th, Pfcuit bread was offered to fell at three half-pence a 

und, and oatmeal at a penny a pound. 
May t8th, Nine hundred Ihot, and 408 bomb fhells, 

jvere fired from the Spanifn lines ; 300 fhot and 97 
pdls, in an hour and a half, from their gun boats. 

Nothing remarkable happened till the beginning of 
uly, when the Repulfe, Fortune and Vanguard, were 
Rationed neat the New Mole. 

July 



July 10th, The garrifon artiliery threw fifteen thirteenL 
inch fhells into the enemy’s camp, near point Negroex 
which is 3,660 yards diftant: Next day, the cnemyi. 
threw a 26 pounder to the South Barrapks, which isat 
3998 yards diflant from their battery. Till the 7th ofik 
September, the enemy remained pretty quiet, firing;:), 
but flowly and with little Ipirit, the inhabitants ventured:, 
now to return to the town, and took pofielfipn of fomef 
of the beft houfes that remained ; but on September: 
7th, a very heavy fire was fent againft us by the enemyM) 

September 19th, Their gun boats difeharged 297 
•fhotand fhells into the garrifon; at the fame time, they! 
maintained a dreadful firing from their lines. 

September 2ifi, They difeharged 16 or 18 guns ath 
each volley. 

OSobcr 2d, By the returns it was found, that during. , 
the laft 46 days, 247 of the garrifon foldiers had been' l 
either killed or wounded. 

Odfober 19th, One hundred and twelve bombs and; 
fliot, were fired from the enemy’s gun boats, in the , 
fpace of an hour. 

Oftober 22d, The enemy fired at the rate of 170] i., 
bombs and fhot in an hour. They were pretty quiet 
till November 3, on which day their gun boats fired! f 
246 fhellsand 395 fhot, between the hours of 7 and g, , 
at night, the lines alio keeping up a very heavy fire. 

November 26th, In the evening the i2tli regimen^ 1 

and Hardenburgh regiment of Hanoverians were relieveTf 
off guard and picquet, and the flank companies of each#) 
pegiment. I was on picquet the lame evening in thel 
picquet guard, when a call came about eight o’clock folif' 
the grenadiers and light infantry’s picquet of the 7 3® , 
fegiment to turn out. When I came to the door of;! ! 
Jhe picquet roam, C. B. of the royal artillery bid mil 
adieu ! being furprized at the flrangcnefs of -fuch an] 



tklrefe, Talked him in hafte, what he meant? he told 
Ipe he did not know whether or not he fhould ever fee 

•;j|ne again. I then enquired if he knew where we were 
b be lent, or upon what bulinefs ? fays he, you are going 

j to burn the Mill Battery. I took my leave of my friend* 
defired him if I did not return, to write my friends in 
Aberdeenfhire, and recommended myfelf to the care of I evidence. At eleven at night we aflembled at the 

ed-fands under arms, our whole body coniifted only 
: 1300 men, befides a party of artillery, Tailors, and 
tificers confilling of 500, the whole being under the 
>mmand of General Rofs. At three in the morning 
: the 27th November, when the moon was fet we 
ilied out, advanced to the Mill Battery, beat the guards 
om their polls, fpiked the mortars and guns, burnt 
re Battery, and returned to the fort in three quarters of 
a hour. Confidering the danger of this attempt, the 
ifs fuftained was very fmail. One captain was 
ounded, feven rank and file killed, and twelve wound- 
1, ASpanilh deferter was our guide ; he did his part 
tceedingly well, yet we could have looked on with 

(j pieafure, and feen the traitor to his country hanged on 
ia gibbet. Tho’ thele rafcals are necelfary to their 

1 employers, and arewell paid for their fervices, their very 
employers detell them, and every honeft heart holds 

j them in utter contempt. 
December 2, Provifions become again very fcarce 

sand exceflively high priced : beef fold at three fhillings 
and nine pence a pound, pork at three Ihillings, mutton Iifour Ihillings, and every .tning in proportion : a foldier’s 
(allowance was veryfeanty. 
. January 1782, was begun with very hot firing from 
the enemy. The dellrudion of the town was now 

: ^completed. The Spanilh Church, which was a beautiful 
i,edifice, was entirely deftroyed; the few houfes which had 
tefcaped the former deyaftation, were now beat to the 

ground 



( ) . 1, 
ground, and not one ftone left ftanding tlnori artethew; 
Gardens were plowed up by the burfting of bombs art 
the falling of balls, fruit trees tore up by the roots, th 
bodies of the dead tore up from their graves, and ftreel 
filled with the ruins of houfes. 

January 29, 17^2, Three cutters arrived from En^ 
land : And in the month of February, feveral veflel 
Came in from England, Portugal, and Algiers^ 

March 20th, Seven veffels arrived from England) 
with garrifon fibres. 

March 24th, The 97th regiment landed and came intoi 
the fort. 

May 7th, Nine veliels failed fot England from thw| 
garrifon, three of which fell into the enemies hands||j: 
and were carried in next day to Algaziers. From the 
hurry that appeared amongft the enemy, we began to: 
think they were haftening their preparations for a generail 11 
aflault, and for taking the fort by dorm : We were in-1 

formed by deferters, that they were foon to fend againft ‘ 
us, ten fliips bomb proof with wool and cork ; that 
thefe (hips were to keep up an inedfant fire untill a 
breach fliould be made in tire walls, while the troops 
were to be landed in flat bottomed boats. 

May 8th, The enemy pointed their fire againft our 
barrier gate. > 

May 16th, Three vefiels arrived from England. 
There were in the enemy’s camp about this time 96006 
troops. 

June 6th, A Mattrofs was blown over the line wall 
at the King’s Baftion, by the explofion of a gun. 

June nth, PrinCefs Ann’s Magazine at Willis’s 
blew up, by which melancholy accident, 39 men were 
killed and wounded. 

June 17 th, Three fhips of the line, and four frigate! 
of the enemy, arrived from the Weft at the Orange 

• -•• • - ■ Gmvef. 
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Grove : next day, feventy fail of their victualling fhips 
arrived at the fame place. 
L June 21, A new camp was pitched near the Queen’s 
phair. 

June 22, The enepy ceafed firing. 
: June 25, Fourteen men were hanged in the Spanifll 
camp. 

June 28, Another new camp was pitched near the 
Queen’s chair. 

July 1, 1782, A foldier attempting to defert from 
the ganifon, fell from the rock below the fignal houle, 
and was dafhed to pieces. This day the Duke de 
Drillon viewed the Spanifh lines, attended by three aid 
de camps and a troop of light horfe. 
; July 9, A ferjeant deferred from the garrifon ; he 'was . 
Found below the fignal houfe, and was hanged upon 
ithe 24th. 
i July 25, Arrived from Leghorn the St Philip’s 

d Caftle and General Murray cutter, which brought u$ 
: the welcome news of Admiral Rodney’s viClory in the 

Weft Indies. At one o’clock all the ordnance was 
made to bear upon the enemy from the Royal Battery 
to Princefs Carolina Battery, our new gun boats 
Formed the line along the New Mole booms,- and fired 
one round each, and were anfwered by all the Ihipping 
:n the bay ; thus thefe expreflions of joy . anfwered alio 
the purpofe of diftrefiing the enemy, who knew the 
haute of our joy, and feverely felt the effeCls of our rc- 
ioicing. Every heart blefled the gallant Rodney ; a 

“'ncere feu de joie was never obferved. 
26th, A company of Gorfican volunteers landed 

j iom Leghorn. 
L ; Auguft 6th, Another deferter from the enemy in- 
] ormed us again, that they were making great preparW 

1 ions for ftorming the fort, and that every man might 
C expcCt 
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expeft to be put to the iword, if we fliould hot com pi; 
'when fnthmoned to furrender. Thefe threats had n< 
other eiTe£t, but to confirm our contempt of them. 

Auguft 10th, A prefent was fet from Duke d( 
Criilon to Governour Elliot. At the lame time it wa: 
announced to him that ten floating Batteries of a parti®1; 
cular Conftruftion, and Which could not fail of effe£fing 
a breach in tire walls, were foon to pay us a dreadfliliii 
Vifit. The Govei hour’s anfwer was to this purpofeM, 
“ The Duke may fend his paper fhips to Gibraltar . 
“ when he pleafes, my Britilh boys fhall give them a; 
“ hearty welcome.” 

Auguft 2 ift, We burnt their Mahon Battery withl 
fire balls and red hotfhot. About this time the enemy; 
erected a battery about 300 yards from Land Port.lr 
They fired from four in the afternoon till eight at nightL 
at a prodigious rate. 

Upon the night of the 25th, embrafures were cut out 
in the new Spanifh Battery. 

Auguft 29th, Arrived at the Orange grove five fhipS j|i 
of the line and one frigate of the enemy’s, from the weft A, 
This day the enemy towed out their floating batteries' 
from the harbour of Algaziers ; Our fhipping in the 
Rofea bay retreated within the New Mole booms, the 
feamen begin to ftrike their rigging, and take their guns 
afhore. A deferter comes into the garrifon, who informs 
us that the enemy had eleven thoufand men at work, 
the night their fixty four gun battery was built, and 
that as Toon as the guns can be mounted, and the floating 
batteries manned, we might cxpeft the greateft bom*; r 
bardment both by fea and land, that ever was dire&ed 
againft any garrifon. 

September 3d, Arrived at Algaziers, fuppofed to be. 
from Toulon, three fhips of the line and one frigate. | 

September 4th, The floating batteries removed froriv| 
Algaziers 



\!gaziers to the Orange Grove : Our (hipping is 
“ puttied, and the feamen encamped at Europa, the three 

luard (hips are taken into the harbour and fcuttled. 
'■ kind every poffible preparation is making for the re- 

bption or the floating batteries. 
: September 8th, We opened all our flatteries, hearing 
ipon the enemy at Even in the morning, and fired hot 
not and fire balls, by which their fixty four gun battery 
;as let on fire ; the enemy began to return our fire at 

d ane o’clock, and a very heavy cannonading continued 
in both fides till nine at night. 

i September 9th, At five in the morning the enemy 
' pened all their batteries on us at o.nce,firing at the rate of 

El 50 bomb (hells and (hot in an hour. The bombard- 
N rent from the new battery was fo hot, that (hells were 
i iJrfting over our heads and dropping fixteen or eighteen 

a time, 
At two in the afternoon ten fail of the line came down 

• bm the Orange Grove, and fired upon the garrifon 
b II five next moming ; their defign was to weary us out 

'( 5th fatigue before their grand afiault was made, 
t bout half pad; five in the afternoon fourteen of the 

lemy’s gun boats began to fire upon us, and continued 
|r two hours 
September 12th, This morning their gun boats 

ed very hot for the fpace of three hours. 
This day fifteen new furnaces began to be built for 
'ating balls to deftroy the floating batteries which were 
'pe&ed to come againft us every day. This day the 

d imbined fleets of France and Spain, confiding of thirty 
.c lil of the line, arrived in the bay. 
;'’September 13th, The grand attack was made. San- 

: r itiine indeed were the hopes they entertained. The 
,| mghbouring hills were covered with multitudes of 

kiople to behold the deftrudtion of the garrifon, no 
C 2 quarter 
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quarter was to be gwen, every man was to be put to. the i:: 
fword. Every hole and comer was, to be 1'earched, t’uai i. 
none might efcape. their vengeance; for this purpofe 
their floating batteries were well provided with t 

. flambeaux. The garrifon, thus devoted to deftruction, r 
was attacked at eight in the. morning, refolved to' |t: 
defend themfelves to the lafl, and treating with juft 
contempt the enemy’s fummons to furrender, and tliei| k 
menaces of certain death if they refufed. Withy h 
amazing coolnefs they bid defiairce to their enemies,^ H. 
and hurled back deftru&ion hi their faces ; no pentj t, 
and much. Ids mine, can do juftice to thr garriicn on ; 
the eventful day. The behaviour alfo ofthe enemy en-n k 
titles them to praife. They did all that brave men could; i 
do. K They were not feen to flinch from any place ob . 
danger, but. rather feemed with eagernefs to court : 
it. 

At eight in the morning, the ten floating batteries,*! k 
lying at the head ofthe bay, under the command ofLin 
Don Moreno, began tp get under lail : The Admiral’s, 
flrip was placed about a thoufand yards from the King’s,! 
Bafliou ; the Tal'a Piedra, commanded by the Prince1! 
ofNaffau, followed. The, others ;were, fliortly after .j-, 
pofted to the north and fouth of the Admiral, in four i 
and a half fathoms of water, at fm all diftances from each j i 
other, and immediately began to .cannonade us. Our., ■ 
batteries opened as foon as they came before them ; the ft 
firing was heavy on both fides ; their lines.and advauc^ 
ed batteries fupported them, with a view of dividing our 
attention and our fire. It was intended, that fpyeral 
divilions of gun and mortar .boats fnould fucceed, fo as , 
to flank the garriibn during .the attack, and . to direbt 
their fire' to fuch particular parts, as might moft annoyy 
thole unemployed on the batteries of the garrifon. But] 
tflis meafure could not be carried into execution, oq. 

account 



f account of the infing of the wind and the fwel! of the 
I fea. Other material ohftacles alio occurred, to prevent 
| the fending of fhips a had been formerly done, to make 
fa diverfion towards Europa Point; hence all our bat- 
i teries that were unexpofed to the eiremy’s. fire, were. 
1 employed without interruption againft the floating bat- 
? teries, into which fhells, and round and grape (hot, 
i were fired without number, befides red hot balls 26 and 
'!32 pounders. Tho’ on the enemy’s part, the fire was 

: returned without intermiflion, doing great damage to 
the fort,'yet the continual cli(charge of red hot balls,; 
rendered all tire.precautions taken in the conftruftion of 
the floating batteries of no effeft ; for the balls lodging 

: i|i the flues of them, fpread the fire throughout. In the. 
afternoon, fmoke was Pen to ifiiie from the upper part 
of the St. Paftora, or Admiral fhip, and alfo from the. 
upper ports of the Talla Piedra. Men were perceived to. 
be ufing fire engines, and pouring water into the holes,. 

■ endeavouring to extinguilh the fice ; this was found to. 
be the cafe repeatedly during the day. The fire was, 
frequently kept under, but a continuation of the fame 

i inconvenience rendered it impoflible any longer to 
■ work the floating batteries. 

By one in the morning, the two before mentioned 
floating batteries were in flames, and feveral more ac- 
tually on fire, though not to fo grea: a degree. Con- 

Tufion was now plainly difcovered amongft them, and 
;the numerous rockets thrown from each fhip, was a 
(clear demonfiration of their great diftrefs : The two 
(commanders, in chief, Duke de Crillon and Don 
yLewis de Cordova, having been informed of their fitua-. 
stion,, gave immediate direction for fending all the 
Jboats and other fmall craft that could be colle&ed, to 
(the relief of the people in the floating batteries. Capt 
ICuttis of his Majefiy’s fhip Brilliant, thought it. proper 

to 
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to employ his gtm boats ; he advanced with the whole, : > ■ 
12 in number, each carrying a 26, 24, or ’.8 pounder, ■ 
and drew them up fo as to flank the line of the enemy’s ' 
flhips, which were alfo at the fame time annoyed ex- 
tremely, by an exceflive heavy and well direfted fire i *■ 
from the garrifon. The fire from our gunboats was ' 
kept up with great vigour and effeft ; the boats of the 
enemy durfl; not approach, but abandoned the floating 
batteries, leaving them in a miferable ficuation, expofed 
to cur fire and the reercilefs flames, which now baffled ,: 

all their efforts to extinguifh. 
Day light now appeared, and two feluccas which had C 

not yet efcaped, endeavoured to get away. Butalhot " 
from one of our gun boats, having killed five men in ^ 
one of them, they immediately fubmitted. The fcene h 
was now dreadful to a great degree. Numbers were ^ 
crying from amidft the flames, many floating in the 1 ‘ 
water on pieces of wood, others who were aboard 1 f 
the fhips already kindled by the hot balls, expe&ing , ! 
every moment to be blown in the air, all exprefling » t 
by fpeech and gefture the deepeft diftrefs, and all ; t 
imploring afliflance, formed a fpefracle of horror not ! ; 

eafiiy conceived. Without oppofition we direfted 1 i 
our fire to point blank objefts. We fired grape fhot i t'c 
upon the enemy’s boats which were employed in re^ | 
moving the men from the floating batteries, and the clear- t: 

nefs of the night enabled us todireft our fire with certain- ' t 
ty. Great numbers were killed on board the floating j t; 
batteries and in the boats, feveral launches were funk ; t 
in one of thefs were 80 men, who were all drowned, h 
except 12 and an officer, who were floating under 
our walls upon the wreck, and were picked up by our 
feamen. 

Every exertion was now made for the relief of thefe j f 
unhappy m:n. And by thefe truly -humane ^exer- ^ It 

tions b 



( 25 ) tions, thirteen officers and three hundred and thirty 
four men were faved. The blowing up of the ffiip's 
while our boats were employed in the prefervation of 
the men, rendered the undertaking extremely hazardous; 
But humanity is as natural to Britons, as courage ; 

; their enemies, when conquered, no longer are by 
them confidered as enemies, but have an immediate 
title to their warmeft pity ; forgetting that we had been 

^threatened with the fword, we felt for their diftrefs, and 
the gallant Curtis hazarded his ineftimable life in their 1 deliverance ; that hero who had manifefted almoft un- 
equalled courage and military Ikill in defeating their 

"cruel purpofes, was adtive to a degree of fool-hardinefs, 
if I may io exprels myfelf, in faving their lives. A large 
hole was beat in the bottom of his boat, his cockfwain 
was killed, and two of his crew wounded, by pieces of 
timber falling on her, when one of the floating batteries 
blew up. By the fame caufe one of the gun boats was 

'lunk, and another greatly damaged. Two of the 
enemy’s bomb ketches wrere brought forward and 
continued to throw fhells into the garrifon, during the 

‘attack of the battering ffiips. They kept up a dreadful 
fire from their lines and advanced batteries, with above 
three hundred pieces of heavy ordnance, from the time 

i: the St Paftora began to get under fail to come againlt 
1: the garrifon. A confiderable detachment of feamen 
:£ did duty as artillery upon our batteries, and greatly 

iflifted us in the time of aftion. The immortal Elliot, 
»n this decifive day, took his ftation upon the King’s 

fbafdon. At this moment I fee him, from my beloved 
_;un I fee him. With what amazing coolnefs does he 
Sflue his orders ! His looks exprefs fettled contempt of 
ilheirboafted batteries : His air truly majeflic, the fhot 

Lcfalling around him like hail {tones; undifcompofed he 
flitands, during the time of aftion, which was for many 
‘.Tours; he difdains refrefhment: Oh ! for the learning of 
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a clergyman, or the nights of a poet upon this occahon ! 
Thefe united could not do him equal juftice. The 
officers andfeamendeferve immortal praife; even Iwhofe 
name willfoon'fink in oblivion, a poor non-commiffioned 
officer, exerted my utmoft efforts. 

The officers and men, all behaved like brave men, 
who were fighting for their lives and the glory of their 
country. 1 he floating batteries were of different fizes. 
from 1400 to 600 tons burden: The enemy had 
ccHefted from different ports, between 200 and 3CO 
large boats, befides a vaft number belonging to the 
vicinity, to be employed in carrying troops, o-r other 
fervices, connefted with their operations againft the 
fort. 

Our lofs during the aftion was only 97 killed and 
wounded ; this is the more remarkable, becaufe there 
were at leaft 40000 men employed againft us. The 
whole ftrength of the garrifon was not above 6050 
effeftive men. Their efforts were all to little purpofej 
they made no other impreffion upon the fortifications^ 
but only that the line wall was a little damaged. 

It was impoffible exaftly to afcertain the numbers of 1 
the enemy loft, killed and wounded, upon this occafion ;1 
by the loft, I mean thofe blown up with the floating 
batteries, or drowned in endeavouring to efcape froina 
the flames. The following is perhaps not far from the: 
truth : 

Spanifh troops, 1 officer killed, 9 wounded, and 6 
iniffing; 37 rank and file killed, 189 wounded, and 
86 prifoners. 

Spanifh navy, 3 officers killed, 13 wounded, 
prifoners, and 2 miffing; feamen and marines eighty 
prifoners. 

French troops, 3 officers killed, 12 wounded, and 
4 miffing ; 42 rank and file killed, 44 wounded, and 11 

miffina 



ihiffing; exclufive of the men who were iri the two 
feluccas. 
A lift of the enemy's force in Gibraltar bay, at the tune of 

their grand attack. 
Spanifh fhips of 3 decks 2, of the line 28 ; French 

fhips of 3 decks 5, of the line 9 ; total 44. Spanilh 
fhips from 50 to 60 guns 3 ; battering fhips 10 ; float- 
ing batterv 1 ; bomb ketches 5. Betides frigates, xe- 

.becks, many fmaller cruizers, a great number of gurt 
and mortar boats, and a multitude of other boats. 
Lift of the Spanifh battering fhips burnt before Gib- 

raltar, September 14. 
Guns in ufe. Guns in referve. 

Paftora, or Admiral 
Paula, Prima 
Talla Piedra 
El Rofarip 
St. Chriftoval 
Prince Carlos 
Paula, Secundai 
St. Juan 
Santa Arina 
Los Dolores 

Zi 10 
21 10 
21 10 
19 10 
18 10 
11 4 9 4 

9 4 
l 

142 70' 
70 

Total of guns 212 
The proportion of men on board them, was 36 foV 

each of the guns in ufe, exclufive of ofiicers and mariner 
for working the fhips: So that befides officers anc 
marines, there were on board the battering fhips, 5x12 
men. 

D The 
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The prifoners taken out of the battering fliips were 

landed at the New Mole, from whence they were con- 
duced to Wind-mill Hillthey were committed to 
a Captain’s guard of Corfican volunteers : A party was 
immediately difpatched to the town for camp equipage 
for their accommodation. The wounded were carried 
to the hofpital, and treated with the greateft humanity. 

A flag was taken from on, board one of the battering 
fhips, brought to the fouth barracks, and planted at the 
north end of the South Parade ; where it remained 24 
hours, no pleafing fpe&acle to the enemy. 

The battering fhips were of a particular conftruCion, 
built with great fkill, and at an amazing expence : On 
them the enemy refted their hopes of fuccefs ; and in- 
deed nothing but red hot balls could have deftroyed 
them. 

The wreck under our walls, formed a.fcene truly 
horrible: Dead bodies were floating upon the water^ 
heads, legs, arms,, wood, wool, cork, eakum, calks, 
and boxes, were wafhed afhore by the fea, and lay in 
heaps together : The battering fhips were built partly 
of Cedar and partly of Mahogany. A houfe was built 
above the fouth fhade, of the timber taken from among 
the wreck : And the General, as a trpphy of viCory, , 
had fome chairs, and tables made of the Mahogany,! 
which were remarkably beautiful on account of the 
various fhades given the wood by the fire. 

As I have had occafionfooften tomention the Span!fir 
gun boats, it may not be improper to deferibe them j 
here. 

They are conftruCed in the following manner : They 
are flout fhallof s from 60 to 80 feet keel; the waift is 
very low, like an Italian galley, the ftern and head, 
which are conftruCed both alike, for the convenience of 

failing 



i. ( 29 ) ^ failing or rowing either way without putting about, are 
both raifed pretty high ; and they are fortified in the 
manner' of veflcls employed in the Greenland fervice ; 
at each end they have two long guns, 26 pounders, 
which are calculated to carry to a prodigious diftance ; 
they are fixed on carriages of fitch conftruftion, that by 
means of a rolling lever, they may be elevated to any 

■ |reight. In the center, fome of them have beds for 
mortars ; they row whh from 18 to 26 oars, at which 
Haves only are employed, who are all chained to the 
feat. The maft is in the mid -fhip, which is very tall, 
tnd carries on it a fquare fail only ; which laft, how- 
ever, they very feldom ufe, as their work is done in 
he eddies of the wind, where only their oars, on which 
hey depend, are of fervice. Befides the rowers, in 
lumber 40, they have a captain, engineer, and about 
10 artillery men. They are fo {till and fecret in their 

]kttacks, that they are frequently along-fide the works, mnd commence their bombardment, before they are 
ifidifeovered. When they are very c'ofe, they frequent- 
ly ufe caiiniflered ifiot, 500 at a fingie loading, inclofed 
I n a tin cafe, 
l| September 14th, The enemy fired flowly till towards 
nwening, then they-began a very heavy fire ; the cannon-* 
ffltdferg on both fides continued til! Oftolkir noth, during 
[[which time we had two vifits from their gun boats; 
[flags of truce frequently went between the Governour 
and Duke de Criilon ; 64 of the pi ifoners joined the 
^ritifh fervice. I have learned fince my return to 
Scotland, that the fort was generally thought about 

1 [ibis time to be in great danger Cif falling into file enemy’s 
ajjlands. Such a fufpicion never entered our heads, who 
I'.vere defending it, and it feerrts to be the opinion of 
Itkbier heads than mine, that thefe fears were ill grounded. 

D % Our 



Our only fear was. that oui ammunition and provifions! j 
ihould run fhort; but this fear was (bon removed by { 
the arrival of Admiral Lord Howe, with a noble little 
fleet and plenty of ammunition,together with all tiling? ( 
neceflary. This affair deferves a particular defeription. 1 
The truth is, Admiral Lord Howe and his fleet were ir* it 
much greater danger than the fort was, confidering j j 
the vafl funeriority of the joint fleets of France and s 
Spain ; nothing but the moft gallant behaviour, aided 11; 
by a remarkable interference of providence, could have : 
effedfed the defign upon which he was fent. 

Qn the afternoon of Gflober 10th, it blew very 
frefh from the South Weft. 

The enemy made feveral flgnals ajong the fhbre, t 
and 2 frigates and a cutter arrived from the weft ward, | 
Towards the Tollowing morning.the gale encreafed, and 
guns of diftrefs were heard from the combined fleets in ; 
the bay. Juft at the break of day, the St Michael of 72 
guns, ,a Spamlh fhip commanded by Don Juan Mqreno, ! 

a chief d’Elcadre, and had on board about 6^0 men, j 
was difeovered very ,near the garrifon, in a crippled, 
ftate, and after having 2 men killed and 2 wounded 
from the fire of our batteries, fhe fellonffiore near the 
South ^aftion. As the day advanced, the fleet of the 
enemy appeared to have fuffered confiderably by the 
late gale. A llfip of the line, and a frigate, were on; 
fhore near the Orange Grove. A French fhip of the 
line loft her foie-maft and bow-fprit. A fhip of three j 
decks and another of the line were forced from their 
anchors, and ran to the eaftward. We took pofleffion of 
the St Michael as foon as poffible, and landed the pri- 
foners at Ragged Staff, 

At thrpe m the afternoon of the nth, the fignals 
made; 



:i xnade by the enemy, indicated the approach of the 
Britilh fleet, commanded by Admiral Howe. 

!, The Latona anchored in the bay foon after fun fet : 
;! Only 4 ot the convoy fetched into anchorage this night, 
, A very favourable opportunity arrived for the ftore fhips 
i to have reached their deftined anchorage without 
; imoleftation from the enemy ; but, for want of timely 
l1 attention to the circumflances of the navigation, pointed 
l: ibut in the inftru&ions communicated by captain Curtis, 
cpniy. 4 of 31, which had kept company with the fleet 

, pn the pafTage, efFe«9ted their purpofe. The remainder 
pi Lvere driven by the current, to the back of the rock, to ■which place the fleet alfo repaired. Upon the 13th the ■ ^nemy put to fea, in order to interrupt the introdu£fion 

bf the remaining ftore fhips, and having the wind at 
[W. N. W. they bore down upon the Britifh fleet 
off Fangerolle, in order of battle, 
s Upon fight of the fleet, {landing to the fouthward, 

I®-bout 9 that night they appeared to haul the wind on the 
rboard tack. In the morning of the 14th, the fleet 
:ing to the fouthward of the enemy 6 or 7 leagues, 
rd the wind changing foon after to the eaftward, the 
aportunity was taken to pals fuch of the ftore fhips as 
ere then in the fleet, into the bay. On the night of 
e 18th, the reft of the ftore fhips, which had been 
dained to a fpecial rendezvous with the Buffalo, on 
e fight of the enemy on the 13th, were anchored in 
olia bay. The troops embarked in the fhips of war 
iz. the 25th and 59th regiments,) together with a ■ge fupply of powder, being Janded at the fame time, 

prd the wants of the garriton, amply provided for in 
wery refpedt, Lord Howe propofed taking the 
klvantage of the eafterly wind which had prevailed for 

2 



2 or 3 precccding days, immediately for returning v through the Straits to the weft ward. 
Oftober 19th, At break of day, the combined force, 

of the enemy was at that time at a little diftance to the 
N. E. the fleet being at that time, fo nearly betwixi j. 
Europa and Ceuta points, that there was not fpace tc. 
form in order of battle, on either tack. The Briti 
fleet repafled the ftraits followed by the enemy ; we loft; . 
fight of them at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and we ,• 
afterwards were informed they engaged the fame r night, or at leaft within 2 days; but as this is no. ^ 
part'belonging to the hiftory of Gibraltar, I fhall add m 
no more on the fubjeEt. 

We kept our fhot red hot in our furnaces from the 
day that they were firft warmed, to the 20th inftant. 

The enemy ftill continued to fire very hot, and their 
gun and mortar boats greatly annoyed us. TheSpanifti 
prifoners were fentover to the Orange Grove by cartel.;! 
Prices of provifions continued very high. Beef and 
mutton 4 fhillings and 6 pence per lib ; pork 2 fhillingSj 
and 6 pence per pound ; butter, 8s. gd. and milk fold at 
6 pence per pint, which is a Scotch mutchkin, and a Angle 
hen egg 6 pence, 

I fuppofe the half of my readers will not believe what ’ 
I am going to tell, but I faw an officer pay 1 guinea 
For 15 pound weight of apples 

To mention every thing iri particular that happened 
in Gibraltar, my time cannot allow me, fo I fhall only : 

mention the molt extraordinary for the future. 
During the fiege, our working parties w ere employed i 

both night and day, and often times we would have; 
been 6 or 8 nights out of bed at once, and fome timesJ 
1,2 or 14. A green fpdfc of ground was thought a vbry l 
good bed, with a ftcne or brick for a pillow ; the: 

heavens.; 



leavens for a canopy, the mufic of mortars, and guns ■ulling us to fleep. The fuzees of fheils ferved us for 
handles, and the burfting of fheils ferved to awaken us. 
4 Upon Chriftmas day, 1782, Our dinner was as good l! is the place could afford, our fupper was bomb-fhells 
' nixed with cannon halls, fpiced with powder, from the 
llieniy’s gun and mortar boats. ! , February 2d, The Spaniards brought intelligence of 
> eace, or at lead of a ceffation of hoftilities, which was ; ‘ceived with inexpreffible joy by every man, woman, 5 id child, in the garrilbn. Soon after the Thetis fri- 
gate arrived from England, with a confirmation of the 

and fhips and boats from different ports, in- 
lerable, came in with all forts of provifions. 
rices of provifions now fell fo low, that before we 
:he garrifon, I faw 80 lb. of oatmeal fold atone 
ng. We now lived in peace and plenty, forgetting 
lardfhips we had undergone, and ,the dangers we 
been lately .delivered from. 
he killed and wounded in this .garrifon I cannot 
an authentic account of, but you may believe it 
very great,, during a fiege of 22 months and 10 

: but the enemy’s lofs, I am aflured, was ftiU 
er. 
he number of fhotand fheils fired by the enemy in- 
iibraltar, during the liege, amounted to 252 £43, 

Jf. 183410 fhot, 61762 fheils, 6817 grenades, 154 
wnds-of grape. And we fired upon the Spaniards, 
Bing: the blockade and fiege, 200600 1 hells, Ihot, 
Mnades, grape, &c. 
Umarch 31. This day Duke de Crillon, attended .by 
Sjaid de camps, and a party of hisfiorfe guards, came ■ the garrifon. At his entrance into the fally port, 
myas faluted with 17 guns from our grand battery: 

f He 



fcfe was received in the ftreets v'ith the greateft acclaitt- 
tions of joy. He vifited feveral places of the garrifo 
viz. Willis’s, the Royal Battery, arid Inches Cay 
{which is cutout of the rock) then was coridu&fcd to t] 
Convent, and dined with General Elliot. Upon ti 
center of the table flood the Royal Family in wax'! 
work ; and upon the end of the table oppofite to thel 
two Heroes flood, their effigies in waxen work. Af« 
dinner, Duke de Crillon vilited the fouth part oi th 
garrifon : He fpoke in French to the govern jr : He be 
haved with the gteatefl complaifance, holding his hat 
his hand almofl ail the time he rode along. At Cigl 
o’clock he went • out, and was fainted with ) 7 gu- 
from the grand battery. Duke de Crillon is a m; 
about 70 years of age, and floops much ; I cannot ti * 
his fize, for all the time I faw him, he was on horl 1 
back. 

April 19th, Provifions were Very lotv, a turkey fo 1 

at as. 6d. a hen is. white bread 3d. per lib. arid 
lingle hen egg 2d. 

About this time, a party of workmen was eiflployi * 
in eredling flages, and covering the King’s Baltic' 
with canvas. The work was finilhed April 22d. > 
A Defcription of the Tent raifed on the Top of t\ 

King's Baflion. 
It was fupported by 48 columns, 20 of which in tl 

front were arched : Upon the top of each column, the|< 
was the reprefentation of a bomb fhell, with the fuz; 
burning. In the center, within the tent, was a ftajp 
3 fleps above the level of the floor. The inner fide Wf 
lined with different colours, fuch as Royal, Union, ar 
St. George flags; each arch was adorned with branch* 



6r myrtle, and branches curioufly wrought, were en- 
twined about each column. 

Upon each fide of the center arch near the top, was re- 
prefented a lion. In entering upon the left was re- 
prefented the arms of Great Britain, with the names of 
the Governour and Lieutenant Governour, and their 
titles ; a cattle, and the Key of the Straits, with other 
curiofities too tedious to mention. Upon the top of the 
center arch there was a ftar : In the center of which 

.was in large capital letters/ George AUguftus Elliot, _ 
Knight of the Bath. 

I April 23d, 1783* General Elliot Was inverted with 
J the order of Knight of the Bath-. At 5 o’clock in the 
, morning the guards mounted. At 8, a detachment 
from each regiment, affemb'led oh the Red Sand in 2 

. lines. At 9, the Governor came into the field, and 
:after the general falute, made the following fpeech in 
front of the line.’ 

GEtif LEfttaif* 
“ I have aflembled you together this day, in order 
that the officers and foldiers may receive, in the moft 

1*“ public manner, an authentic declaration tranfmitted 
to me, by the Secretary of State, expreffing the 

T“ highfenfe his Majefty entertains of your meritorious 
’ *{ conduft in the defence of this garrifon : The King’s. 

fatisfa&ion upon the event was foon divulged to all 
: the world, by his moft gracious fpeech to both Houfes 

of Parliament. The Houfe of Lords, and the 
|f ‘ Houfe of Commons not only made their fuitable and 

, |‘{ refpeftive addrefs to the throne, but have feverally 
I” enjoined me to communicate to you their unanimous 

«!, thanks by the following refolutions. 
Friday December 13, 1782. “ Refoived, nem. con. 
By the Lords fpiritual and temporal in Parliament 
aflcmbled : That the thanks of this Hdufe be given 

E “ tty 



c 36 ) 
‘ to the officers, foldiers and lailors lately employed ; the defence of Gibraltar. 

Houfeof Commons, Deer. 12, 1782. Refolved, nem. cor ^ 
“ That the .thanks of this Houfc. be given to tli s 

“ officers, foldiers, and faiiors, lately employed in th : 
“ defence of Gibraltar.” 

“ That this Houfe doth highly approve and ac > 
“ knowlege the fervices of the officers, foldiers,. ani 1 £i faiiors, lately employed in the defence of Gibraltar.; < 

“ No army has ever been rewarded by higher na i 
“ tional honours, and it is Well known how great an< j 
“ univerlal it is. Spontaneous were the rejoicing; j 
“ throughout the kingdom, upon the news of you 1 
“ gallant fuccefs. This muft not only give inexpreffibh , 
“ pleafure, but afford matter of triumph, to y our dearef 
“ friends. 

“ From ah undoubted authority,.^ the nations o 
“ Europe and other parts, are ftruckvvith admiration 0: 
“ your heroic behaviour ! Even our late refofute anc 
“ determined antagonifls, do hot fc'ru'plh to beflow tffi 
“ commendations due to fuch valour and perfeverance. 

“ I now moft humbly congratulate you, on thefc 
“ united and brilliant teftimonies of approbation ; a- 
“ midft fuch numerous and exalted tokens of applaufp. 
* : forgive me, faithful companions, if humbly I crave 
“ your kind acceptance of my grateful acknovvledge- 
“ ments. I only prefume to alk this favour, as having 
“ been a continual witnels of your chearful fubmiffior 
“ to the greateft hard (hips : your matchlels fpirits and 
“ exertions, and on all occalions, your heroic contempt 
“ of every danger.” 

After the governor had made the above fpeech, 431 
guns were fired, and 3 running fires by fmall arms, an3 
3 huzzas by the foldiers. Then the governor left the 



.j field, with his attendants ; and the grenadiers m trched 
.pff, and ^afiembled in one. body near Ragged Staff; and 
thefe on the fands inarched into the town, and lined 3 the ftreets, from the convent, or governour’s quarters, 

! to the king’s btftion. 
i ., At 11 o’clock, the governour walked in proceflion to 
to the convent, with his attendants, jn manner follow* 

xing : Firft, in the front the 12th regira-ent’s m.«(icrans 5 
sguard of the roval artillery ; and next, the firft divifion 
. C>f the fteld officers of the garrilbn, according to their 
ufeniority, two deep: Next the civil officers of the gar- 
arikm, fuch as the ftore-keeper. clerks of the ordnance, 
; and clerks of the viAuajling office the Surgeon-Ge- 
.. neral and the chaplain of the garrifon, all walking two 
ideep: Next the quarter-mafter general, and .adjutant; 4 general, the town major and his afliftant. Then the 

tecond diviiiqivpf the field tffiicers, followed by General 
0! ffoyci, by himfelf, his Secretary bearing before him a 
;;velvet culhion, upon which lay his Majefty’s order for 

rid jjivefting General Elliot with the Order of Knight of 
k tjie Bath- ,i Behind General Boyd, walked Major-General Pi&ora 
ief the 12th regiment ; and then Generals Boyd and 
iTj^toit’s aid dp camps : Next tire governor’s fecretary, 
j Bearing on a velvet cuflaipn;, a blue ribbon, encircling 
jthe governor’s ftar. Then General Elliot, with the 
>chief engineer .(General Green,) and General de la 
jMotte, commander in chief of the Hanoverian Brigade, 
hpon his right and left ; Next General Elliot’s foot*- 
sman, and his aid de camp : N&xt Generajs Green and 
ife la Motte’s aid de camps ; Next tlje Colonels of the 
garrifon, walking 2 deep. Then Brigadier General 
Rugby : Next a band of raufic, and then the laft di- 
vifion of the field officers, followed by the olhccrs of 
Uie- navy and the commiffioner,'all walking 2 deep. 

E 2 Then 



( 33 ) Then a band of mufic : 1 nen the grenadiers marching 
with carried arms, 3 deep. The line upon each fid< 
of the ftreet faluted them as they pafled along ; drum: : 
beating, colours flying, and muiic playing. Upon then 
ftage, in the center of the tent, General Elliot was! i 
knighted : And during the ceremony, the grenadiers y 
fired a volley in the front, and 83 guns on the right oj 1 
the tent, and 83 on the left of the tent* on the line , ■wall, were fired. The lions upon the top of the center 
arch, bore the colours of the 12th regiment. Thes f 
ceremony being over, the governour and his attendants ■walked in proceflion to the convent, in the fame order r 
as they walked to the baftion. At 8 o’clock in the: 

evening, fire works began to be played off, on the top 
of the Spanifh church •, the baftion was illuminated with 
3 500 lamps. 

The Union Arms, Star and Garter, &c. were repre- 
fented by fire, with the governor’s name in the ftar, 
upon the center arch. A ftar burnt at South Port, but 
what was reprefented on the top of the Spanilh church, 
I cannot give any authentic account of, as 1 could not 
get into town. 

South Port gate was {hut at fun fet, and the wicket 
left open, which was fo crowded, that I could not get 
within IG yards of the gate : So 1 contented myfelf with 
returning to the South Parade, where numbers were 
Handing, beholding the fire works at adiftance. In- 
numerable rockets were thrown, and guns fired, but 
nothing elfe could we diftinguifh at fo great a diftance. 

May 3d, The camp of St. Roch, by this time, was 
greatly diminifhed. 

May 8th, Sailed out from Ailgaziers, 2 frigates, 5 xe- 
becks, 7 brigs, 5 bomb ketches, 68 gun and mortar 
be a;-, befides a number of gailies, &c. in order to 
bombard Algiers. This attempt was to no purpofe ; 

they 



3 they weie forced to retreat with difgrace and great lofs, 
i May nth, 1 fatisfied my coriohty, by walking above 
fll 300 feet under ground in St. George’s Cave-, with lights. 
ie The entrance is about 6 feet wide, but in defcending 
i! about 40 feet it is fufHcient to contain 10000 men ; in 
:s:fotne (places the roof is above 60 feet high; it is feem-. 
t ingly fupported with pillars curioufly carved : Some 
: ftones reprefent human lhape, and others wild beafts. 
r. It is impoffible for me to defcribe this fubterraneous 
» place, for no man in Gibraltar ever got to the end of it. 
3 . About the ftrft of May 1783, The fbength of the 
:: garrifon was 5756 effe&ive ,men, and the ufual guard 
.5 confiftedof 1 captain, 3 lieutenants, ry ferjeants, 1 cor- 
» poral, 1 drummer, and 89 matrofles, of the royal 
a artillery ; Eight captains, 19 iubalterns, 57 ferjeants, 48 

■ corporals, 14 drummers, and 761 privates. 
The ftrength of the royal artillery, May 1, 1783,, 

; was 500 effective men : 12th regiment 466 men : 39th 
' regiment 458 : 56th regiment 463: 58th regiment 459; 
t 73d regiment 815 ; in May 1783, but 684 : 73d regi- 
( uient 788 : Sedows 344 ; Riden?s regiment 3^8 : De 

; la Motte’s 356: Artificers January 1782, 89: 97th 
it; regiment, 24th of March, 701. The 25th and 59th 
a regiments are not included. 

I cannot fay that I have any thing elfe to mention 
;i extraordinary in Gibraltar. So I will conclude, begging 
it leave to relate the particulars of my voyage home to 

ot England, and my journey to my native country. The yad or Royal Manchefter volunteers, and the 73d, 
horzd battalion of Lord M'Eeod’s highland regiment, 
tfsembarked for England, at 9 o’clock in the morning. 

July 6th, > 783, At 12 o’clock, wind N. N. E. we 
dfet fail : A thick fog came on about 3, and foon after 

l ithe current drove us to the back of the rock. 
Two 



Two fiiips ran aground on the Barbary ihore, butj i 
were got off fafe next tide. During the night we werei 
obliged to keep tinkling the bell, as a warning to othepj r veffels to keep at a diftance, running foul of one another 
in the fog. 
The tranfports of the 7 2d regiment were the Refolution, 

Yarmouth, Nanpy, Lively, and Jupiter ; thole of the; 
73d were the Fame, Whilh, Cqi'fica, and the Regard. . 
brig. The allowance per week for 6 men was, 28 lb. 
of bread, 16 lb. of beef, 8 lb. of pork, 3 lb. of butter, 8 
pints of peafe, 12 pints of oatmeal, 2 of vinegar and 14 
pints of rum. 

Cleanlinefs in perfqns and births was ftri&Jy attended 
to. All hands were turned on deck every moyning at 
day break ; the men were divided into 2 watches, with, 1 
a proportion of officers, one watch was conftanily on, 
deck 4 hours at once during the night. The births were 
frequently waflied with vinegar, and the pitch pot 
often ufed to fmoke betwixt decks, We kept all in 
\ery good health during our voyage, though much 
crowded, and had but a very fmall allowance of water, 
only 2 quarts per day. 

July 7th, Bear E; wind N. E. clear the Straits. 
July 8th, The wind changed to the N. W, ftoodr' 

a W. S. W. courfe upon the larboard tack 8 days. 
Upon the tqth day, we put about on the ftarboard 

tack for a N. E couTeand continued for 12 days. j 
July 26th, being the 21 ft day of our voyage, at i 

h?.lf paft 4 o’clock in the mornjng, bearing E. by N. | 
wind W. N, W we dilcoveted land, being the Laod’s*] 
end in Cornwall, about 6 we ftqod a E. S. E, courf?* 
at half paft to at night we altered opr courfe, and flood 
W. N. W , 4 hours-, and then tacked about and ftood: 
a N. E. coqrfe.   . I 

July 28. being the 24th day from Gibraltar, bearing 



£,. S. tL wind W. N. W. we difcovered the ifle of 
• Wight at 5 o’clock in the afternoon ; pafted the Needles 
at 7,, and anchored near Cowes at 8. 

July 30. Weighed anchor and failed into Spithead. 
The foil thing remarkable that preiented itfeif to our 
.view wis the mads of the Royal George, which partly ■.ftoodithen above water. Several efforts have been made 
• to take up this veffel, but all to very little parpofe. 

Thus I have given a ihort account of our voyage 
! homewards, and now we are arrived, and have God 
Almighty to thank, who preferved us in the midft of 
the greateft dangers. 

Auguft 5. we landed in England, and marched to 
Hilifea Barracks, where we were reviewed by General 
Conway. . 

We were received by the people in England with 
inexpreffible joy, and treated with the greateft civility. 

Our regiment being to be difbanded at Stirling, above 
400 requefted their difcharge, belides: thofc that were 
invalided, of which I was one. 

j ; Auguft 11. we fetoutfrom Hilifea barracks, and av- 
i rived •at London the aofb, having marched through Fe- 
i tersfieid, Alton, Balingftoke, Baglhot, Stains, Hourtf- 

low and Brentford, taking but one ftageper day. 
I Whereas my bufinefs required me to be in London 

^ 9 days, 1 fatisfied my curiofity by viiiting the moft re- 
liimrkabie places, fome of which I will endeavour to en- 
). tertam my readers with. 

The firft place I had the curiofity to fee, was the 
ij Tower by the Thames, which is a ftrong building/ 
Si'furrounded with a high wall, about a mile in compals, 

id a broad ditch, fupplied with water out of theThames. 
h ivound the outward wall are great guns planted, which 
ic on extraordinary occafions are fired. At the entrance, 
Tthe firft thing I faw was a colkftion of wild beafts, viz. 

Lions, 



•Liahs, Panthers, Tygers, Sec^ alfo Eagles and Vultures i 
thefe are of no fort of ufe* and kept only for curiofity ail t 
Ihow. I next went to the mint ( which in the TovN 
obferve) where we (aw the manner of coining monei l 
•which is pan my power to deferibe. From thence I wr!v 
led to the jewel room, and faw the crown of Englaitr 
and other regalia, which are well worth feeing* and gaw 
me a great deal of pleafure. The next is the horfe ar ' 
moury, a grand fight; here are 15 of our Engiilh Mo«}1 

mrchs on horfeback, all drefled in rich armour, and atn 
tended by their guards ; but l think if is not fo beautifu1 

as the next thingwe faw, which was the fmall armoury ( 
This confifts of' pikes* raufkets* fwords, halberts anc" 
piftols fufficient, as they told me, for booed men ; afic 
are all placed in fuch beautiful order, and in fuch dit- 1 

ferent figures reprefenting the Sun, Star and Garter, hal! ? 
moon, and fuch like, that I was much delighted with it; 
and they are all kept clean, and make a moft brilliant 
appearance. Hence we went and favv the train of ar- 
tillery in the Grand Stoiehoufe, which is filled with 
’cannon and mortars. Here are alfo many curiofities but 
too tedious to mention, which having examined* I came 
away and went to the Monument, which was built in 
remembrance of the fire of London. It is a curious 
lofty pillar 200 feet high, and on the top a gallery, toJ 
which I went up by tedious winding flairs in the infide ; 
from this gallery 1 had a furvey of the whole city, and 
there having feafted my eyes with the tops of houfes, 
fhips, and a multitude of boats on the river Thames, 
I came down and went to St. Paul’s Cathedral* which 
is a magnificent pile, and {lands on high ground near the 
center of the city. This noble building flruck me with 
furprife, and is admired by the whole world, as well fori 
its beautiful archite£lure, as height and magnitude; it 
has a grand awful choir, chapel, a d ome finely painted, 

repre-j 



representing the converfion of St. Paul, a whifpering 
'gallety, a grand organ, with many other curiosities 

}j!too tedious to mention. 
„ My next excurfion was to Weflminfter abbey. 
; This is really a magnificent antient building ; but 
, what moft furprifed me, was the vaft number of beauti- 
iful monuments, and figures with which the infidels 
!r adorned. Among fuch as were pointed out to me as 
; being remarkable, either for their coftlinefs or beauty, 
ij[ remember, Were thofe of the Duke of Newcaftle, 

, a magnificent and ex^enfive piece. Sir Ifaac New- 
;p ton. General Stimhope, and that exquifite ftatue of 
^'Bhakefpeare, which I am told is inimitable. When I 
1(jlrad for fome time enjoyed the pleafure of gazing at 
| thefe, I was conducted into that part of the church 
' where the royal monuments were placed. Thefe, I 
: thought, were exceeding grand. But nothing furprized. 
'be fo much as King Henry the yth’s chapel, which 

. 'or beauty and magnificence I am told far furpafles any 
"i hing of that kind in England, or even in Europe. Here 
,t;oo I faw the marble chair in which the Kings of 
^England are crowned, which I believe is more regarded 
nor its antiquity, and the honourable ufe it is afiigned to, 

ban for any great beauty it has, at leaft that I could 
i lifcover. 

The next fight that entertained me was the effigies of 
j King William and Queen Mary in wax, as large as 
I afe, handing in their coronation robes, faid to bear a ■ *reat refemblance to the life. Queen Anne, the Dutchefs 

»f Richmond, the Duke of Buckingham, &c. all of 
lijhe fame compofition, and richly drefled, are there aHb„ 
In fhort there are fo many curiofities contained in this 

tnerable repofitory, that I cannot defcribe the half of 
nhem ; among the monuments of our ancient Kings is 
sihat of Henry the 5th, whofe effigy has lofl its head,' 

F " which 



( 44 ) which being of fiiver, I was told, was ftolen in e: 
civil wars. 

Here are two coffins covered with velvet* in wh: i 
arefaid to be the bodies of two ambafladors, 'detain!; 
here for debt, but what were their names* or whatprir i 
they ferved, 1 could not learn. My guide next fhewj 
me the body of King Henry the 5th’s Queen Cathari 
in an open coffin, who is faid to have been a ve p 
beautiful princefs : But whofe fhrivelled fkin, refemblii 
parchment difcoloured, may now ferve as a power! 
antidote to that vanity with which frail beauty is apt 
infpire its poffeflbrs. Among the waxen effigies, I ha 
almoft forgot to mention King Charles the ad, and fci 
faithful fervant General Monk, whofe furious afpe 
has forrtething terrible in it. Not far from thefe is tlj 
figure of a lady, one of the maids of honour to Quee 
Elifabeth, who is faid to have bled to death by oni 
pricking her finger with a needle. I now returned to tf 
monuments which are in the open part of the churct 
and free to every one’s fight; for thofe I have been la 
fpeaking of, are inclofed, and not to be feen without 
fmall gratuity to the conductor ; among thefe then, o 
the not th fide, hands a magnificent monument ere&ej 
to lady Carteret, for whofe death lome reports affign 
caufe fomething odd, viz. the late French King Lewi 
the 14th, faying, That a lady whom one of his noble 
compared to ladyx Carteret, was handfomer thai 
fhe. 

Near this hands a monument of Lord Courcy ; nex t 
thefe follow a groupe of hatefmen, warriors, muficiansfb ■&c. 

I muh now take notice of the poets whofe monument; 
hand mohly contiguous. 
. Here are the ancient monuments of Chaucer an<H 
Spencer, with thofe of Ben Johnfon, Draytown, Milton,; 

Drvdeni, 



,j Dryden and Butler, the ingenious Philips, the divine 
. Cowley, theharmonipus Prior, and the inimitable Shake- 

i| fpear, nor muft I omit the gentle Mr John Gay. I 
^ muft here end my remarks, but cannot take leave of 

this venerable place without obferving that it has many 
; curious windows; a noble choir, a fine organ, and a 

! - magnificent altar piece. 
My bufinefs being difpatched, and my curiofity 

i;: fatisfied, I left London city Auguft the 30th, and after 
,, a long journey of near 500 miles on foot, I arrived at 
, Aberdeen in 16 days, having paft through the following 

■V ftage towns ; 
i Highgate, Barnet, Hatfield, Stevenage, Baldock, ‘ Bigglefwade, Ealon, Bugden, Walnesfbrd, Stamford, 

> Grantham, Newaik, Tuxford, Bedford, Bawtry, 
C Doncafter, Ferry Bridge, Aberford, Wetherfbey, 

Borough Bridge, Cattrick, Grenta Bridge, Baw'es, 
j Brough, Appleby, Penrith, Carlifle, Langton, Lang- 
j holm, Hawick, Selkirk, Bankhoufe, Middleton, 
“ Edinburgh, Leith, Kinghorn, by water, Gouper in 

Fife, Dundee and water, Arbroath, Montrofe, Bervie, 
f Stonehaven, Aberdeen; at which I arrived Oftober 
' the 5, 1783, after an abfence of 4 years, 10 months 

and 8 days. 
If thefe remarks and obfervations of mine {hculd 

.’iij happento fall into the hands of the learned, in all proba- 
Ibility they lhall be little efteemed ; my apology to them 

in fhort is, I did not intend my book for their perufal ; 
if they laugh at my rude and blunt manner, let them 
laugh on, perhaps if they had got as little education, and 

ias little means of improvement as I have had, they 
would not have acquitted themfelyes much bet- 
ter. The honeft farmer, and the drudging ploughman, 

t| may find entertainment in the foregoing pages, to help ;J..theni to fpend a longftormy winter evening. The hard- 
fhips 



( 46 ) 1 faips cf a military life, as I have had occafion to me|jr 
tion them, may ferve to reconcile them to their inceflat r 
returning labours, and lead them to blefs God that th^i t 
are, through divine providence, and the undaunted bi 
very of the armies and navy of their country, allowed f ? 
dwell in lafety, every one under his own vine, and unc| 
his own fig tree ; to them my book is offered, they wi 
not defpife it becaufe written by a common foldier, anl 
void of the embellifnments of learning and ftudy. .IJ 
will infpire the minds of their fons with a fenie of Brlj 
tifh honour and Britifh valour ; it will make them holl 
up their hands and fay in wonder, What a brave mail 
was Elliot ! what a noble garrifon ! well did the Frenc;' 
and Spaniards pay for their prefumption. 

It would be the height of, ingratitude were I to patri 
unnoticed the generous friendfhip of my friends in till 
parifh of Chapel of Gariqch, who received me with greal 
eft kin inefs, as one returned to them from the dead ; a| 
my old acquaintance treat me with the ftrongeft mark} 
of friendlhip ; willing as I am to fatisfy their innumeri! 
able queftions concerning the ftege, they wearied mil 
with repeating to them the fame thing over and ovet|j 
In this book they may fatisfy themlelves. I was chieflli 
led to publifli my remarks by the advice of fome gentlell 
men, for whom I entertain a profound refpeft, one cj 
whom took the trouble to read them over and correq 
fome paffages, and point out fome other things which | 
had omitted. Another gentleman let me have the uf| 
of fome books, which contain fome obfervations ora 
my fubjeft; to thefe gentlemen I am under man'jj 
obligations. 

The obftrvaticns taken down in my journal book, haul 
they been all inferred, would have fwelled this book! 
to a degree that would have railed the price confiderablyjl 
and perhaps added but little material information ; foif 
inftance, I might have mentioned the names of manyi brave? 



id brave fellows that fell in the defence of the Fort; tho’ 
my readers no doubt would lament their deaths, yet a 

:i£ lift of names would add little to their entertainment. 
[ There is however one anecdote that I had almoft for- 

d got to mention ; it is this, in that very memorable morn- 
: ing of the 14th of September, fo fatal to Sp mljh and 

;ii French pride, when the men were wearied out with fa- 
1,4 hgne they were relieved by their fellow foldiers, and re- 

tired from action in order to recruit their ftrength by a 
8i little reft. I had in my turn retired from my gun and 

- laid myfelf to fleep ; a fhort time after, one of my com- 
e panions came to the plage where 1 lay, pulled me by 

Bit the arm and awoke me with thefe words, “ get up, fays 
he, and behold the moft glorious fight ever was to be be- 

;,]i( held, the floating batteries are at laft done for, you’ll fee 
il the French and Spaniards flying in the air like rooks.” 

Tho’ no doubt their defeat was a joyful fight, yet I 
3 confefs their melancholy fate gave me no pleafure. 

Dili About the time that the peace was upon the point of 
ri being concluded, an opinion prevailed at Gibraltar that 
r| the fort was to be ceded to the Spaniards ; it is not eafy to 
it conceive the murmurings and repinings of the garrrfon ; 
| it hurt us all prodigioufty to think that alter the 

• fatigues of fuch a blockade and fiege ; after we had loft fo 
, many brave fellows in its defence, that what we hadde- ■ fended by the fword, fhould have been delivered to the 

Spaniards by the dafti of a pen ; an univerfal difeon- 
tent was vifible in every countenance, nay fome who 

1 bad perhaps more courage and regard for the honour of 
1\ Britain, than prudence, were little from laying that an 

, order to evacuate the fort would not be pleafamly 
i obeyed. However, our fufpicions were not well founded ; 
this trophy of Britifh valour ftill remains a bright gem 

at in the crown of King George the III. and until the 
< f Spaniards be able to command the feas, which I hope 

will 



( 43 ) will never be the cafe, and ftarve the garrifon, they can 
have little profpeft of getting it into their pofleffion. Had 
they money to heftow, or could they find a Britifh go^ 
vernour capable of being corrupted, then indeed they 
might have fome chance of fucceeding, but the unfullied i 
honour of Britifh commanders, and the poor pride of the , 
Dons, are fufficient to remove every ground of fear with j 
regard to corruption. 

My readers may wifh to know fomething more parti- * 
cular as to the brave governour, now Sir George Au- t guftus Elliot, with a fhort account of this immortal hero, i 
1 fhall conclude ; his charafter has been drawn by much! 
abler pens than mine, learned men may write what they . 
do not feel, but I feel much more than I can write ; a 
heart felt efteem and veneration of his virtues are im- 
printed on the hearts of every foldier who has witnefled j 
his heroifm, experienced his humanity, and fhared in ; 
his glory. 

APPENDIX. 
GENERAL ELLIOT*s DISPATCHES. j 

Gibraltnr, September 15, 1782. 
THE enemy having collected his whole force by fea, 

and land, forty-four fail of the line, befides three!in- 
ferior two deckers; ten battering fhips, five bomb-! 
ketches, feveral frigates and xebecks, a great number 
of gun and mortar boats, a large floating battery, many 
armed veffels, and near three hundred boats, purpofely 
conftru&ed for carrying troops : 

Their land batteries mounted with above one hundred piece|t 



Eieces of cannon, and an equal number of mortars and 
owitzers : 
An army near forty thoufand men : 
On the 13th inflant, at eight in the morning, all the 

battering (hips, commanded by Don Buenventuri 
Moreno, Rear-Admiral, were put in motion, and came 
forward to the feveral ftations ptevioufly determined 
'they fhould take up : The Admiral being placed upon 
the capital of the King’s Baftion, the other ibips ex-i 

[tending three to the fouthward of the flag* as far as the 
Church Battery, five to the northward about the heigh I- 
of the Old Mole, and one a very little to the wefiward 
of the Admiral, by a quarter before ten, thev were 
anchored in line, at the diftance of about a thoufand to 
twelve hundred yards. Immediately a heavy cannonade 
began from all the fhips, fupporled by the cannon and 
mortars in the enemy’s lines and approaches. At the 
fame inftant, our batteries opened with hot and cold 
Ihot from the guns, and fhells from the howitzers and 
mortars. This firing continued^ without intermiffion, 

0 on both fides, until noon, when that of the enemy front 
lj their fhips feemed to flacken, although but little. 
\ About two o’clock the Admiral’s fhip was obferved to 
d fmoke, as if on fire, and a few men buTy upon the roof, 
>) fearching for the caufe. Our batteries never difcon- 
i tinued : The enemy’s fire from the fhips gradually de« 

. creafed. About feven in the evening they fired from A 
, few guns, and that only at intervals. At midnight the 
Admiral’s fhip was plainly dufcovered beginning to burn ; 
,an hour after it was completely in flames : Eight more 
.of the fhips took fire irt fucceflion. Signals ofdiftrefs 
[being now made, the launches, feluccas, and boats of 
the whole fleet began to take out the men from on board 
the burning fhips. Many fhot were flill fired from' 



thcfe in which the flames had yet made no confiderable! 
progrefs; and the fire from the enemy’s batteries; on ; 

fhore did not in the leaft diminifh. Brigadier Curtis, 
who with his fquadron of gun-boats, lay ready to take 
advantage of any favourable circumftanCe, left the New 
Mole at two o’clock, and about three formed a line up- 
on the enemy’s flank, advancing and firing with greats 
order and expedition; which fo aftonifhed and difcoftl 
certed the enemy, that they fled precipitately with all their 
boats, abandoning the fhips, in which fome officers ancf 
numbers of their men, including many wounded, were 
left to perilh. This unavoidably muft haVe been their 
Wretched fate, had they not been dragged from' amidff 
the flames by the perfonal intrepidity of Brigadier Curtis/ 
at the utmoft hazard of his own life—a life' invaluable 
to his Majefty’s fervice. For fome time I felt the ut- 
moft anguifh, feeing his pinnace clofe to one of the 
largeft fhips at the inftant fhe blew up, and fpread her 
wreck to a vaft extent all round. The black cloud of 
fmoke being difperfed, I was again revived by the light i 
of the pinnace, little apprehending that the Brigadier 
was in the utmoft danger of finking, fome pieces of tim- 
ber having fallen into and pierced the boat (killing the ! 
boatfwain, and wounding others of the men) fcarce any ’ 
hope left of reaching the fhore. Providentially he was 
faved by flopping the hole with the feamen’s jackets, 
until boats arrived to their relief. One of our gun - 
boats was funk at the fame moment. 

In the courfe of the day the remaining eight fhips 
feverally blew up with violent explofions ; one only 
«feaped the effedt of our fire, Which it was thought 
proper to burn, there being no poffibility of preferving 
her. 

The- 



Th'e Admiral’s flag remained flying on board his fhip 
till fhe was totally confumed. 

Your Lora (hip will be pleafed to inform his Majefty* 
that the royal artillery) additional gunners^ and marine 
brigade only could be employed on this fervice, which 
they executed with the deliberate coolnefs and precifion. 
oMehool practice, but their exertion was infinitely fu- 
perior. The fire was inceflant, and the batteries.were 
abundantly fupplied with ammunition ; every foldier in 
the garrifon, not otvduty, eagerly preffing to (hare in 
the honourable labours of the day. The enemy’s dar- 
ing attempt by lea was effectually defeated by the con- 

vfl;ant and well fupported fire from our batteries ; but the 
well-timed, judicious, and fpirited attack made by 
Captain Curtis, rendered this fuedefs a compleat victory. 

The enemyY lofs, killed, burnt, drowned, and 
'wounded, mutt have been great indeed. 

I am happy to fay, my Lord, that notwithstanding 
the enemy’s violent effort, our lofs has not been great 
in numbers ; yet fuch gallant individuals mult be ever 

; regretted. 
Captain Re.eVes, of the Royal Artillery, was the only 

officer killed, and is much to be lamented for his know- 
ledge and conftant unwearied attention to every duty. 
Our wounded officers will all do well; and we are hope- 
ful not to lofe many of the foldiers. 

The Due de Crillon, a General of the higheft re- 
putation, having the chief command of the allied forces. 
Princes of the Royal blood of France, dignified charac- 
ters of Europe, firlt mobility of Spain, and great military 

t1 officers, being prefent with the befieging, an amazing 
cohcdurfe of (peCfators, that filled the camp, and cover- 
ed the adjacent hills on this occafion, induce us to be- 
lieve, the combined powers had formed the mod fan- 

; guine expectations of fucceft from their battering fhips, 
G deemed 



( 52 ) ilecmed perfect in defign, completed by dint of pref i 
digious labour, and unlimited profufion of expence ; ane 
by common report, pronounced invincible. 

1 am, my Lord, with refpe£t, 
Your moft obedient and 

moil humble fervant, 
G. A. ELLIOT. 

MEMOIRS of the LIFE and MILITARY SER- 
VICES of Lieutenant General ELLIOT. 

George Augustus elliot, the hravl 
aild gallant defender of Gibraltar, is the fen olt 

the late Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobbs, in Roxburghfhire^ 
The ancient and honourable family of Elliot of Stobb; 
as well as the collateral branch of Elliot of Minto, i 
the fame county, and of Elliot of Port Elliot, in Coni' 
wall, are originally from Normandy. Their Ances- 
tor, M. Alliot, came over with William the conquer- 
or, and held a diftinguifhed rank in his army. There 
is a traditionary anecdote in the family relating to ati 
honourable diftinftion in their coat, which, as it cor- 
relponds with hiftory, bears the appearance of truth. 
When William fet foot on the Englifh land, he flipped 
and fell on the earth. He fprung up again and exclaim- 
ed that it was a happy omen—he had embraced the 
country of w hich he was to become the Lord. Upon 
this AUiot drew his fword, and fworc by the honour of 
a foldier, that he would maintain at the hazard of his 
blood, the right of his Lord to the fovereignty of the 
earth which he had embraced. On the event of con- 
queft, King William added to the arms of Alliot, which 
was a baton, or, on a field azure, the arm and fwerd 
as a creft, with the motto, Per ignes, fortiter et reSie. 

We 



(. 53 ) "We mention this as acuiious fa£t delivered down and 
recorded as a memorial of their antiquity. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobbs had nine fons and two 
daughters. The prefent General Elliot was the young- 
eft for;, and he is now the only furviving one. His ekl- 
eft brother, Sir John Elliott, left the title and eftate to 
his fon, the prefent Sir Francis Elliot, who is therefore 
nephew to the General. 

George Auguftus Elliot was born about the year 
1718, and received the fivft rudiments of his education 
under a private tutor retained at the family feat. At an 
early age he was fent to the univerfity of Leyden, where 
he made a rapid progrefs in ciaftical learning, and fpokc 
with elegance and fluency the German and French lan- 
guages. Being defigned for a military life, he was lent 
from thence to the celebrated Ecole Royale du genie 
roilitaire, at La Ere in Picarsly. This fchool was ren- 

‘1 dered the moft famous in Europe by means of the 
great Vauban, under whom it was conduced. It is 

•) now under the management and care of the comte 
.1 d’Houroville. Here it was that the foundation was lai4 

of that knowledge of taffies in all its branches, and par- 
ticularly in the arts of engineering and fortification, 
which has diftinguifhed this oftfeer £nce. He com- 
pleted his military courfe on the continent by a tour, 
for the purpofe of feeing in prattice what he had been 
ftudying in theory. Pruffia was the model for difcipline, 
and he continued for ibme time as a volunteer in tlat 
fervice. Such w'ere the fteps taken by the young men 
of fafhion in that day to accomplifh themfelves lor the 
fervice of their country. Many of his contemporaries 
Were then firmly engaged, nobly abandoning the enjoy- 
iinents of eafe and luxury at home, for the opportunity 

feeing adfual fervice. 
Mr. Elliot returned, in the 17th year of his age, to his 

G 2, native 



4 
„ ( 54 ) native country of Scotland, and was, in the fame, yeai 

J735, introduced by his father, Sir Gilbert, to LieutC' 
rant Colonel Peers, of the 23d regiment of foot, oi 
Royal Welfh Fuzileers, then lying in Edinburgh, Si, 
Gilbert prefented him as a youth anxious to bear arms 
for his king and country. He was accordingly entered a: 
a volunteer in that regiment, and continued for a twelve' 
month or more. At this time he gave a promife of his| 
future military talents, and fhewed that he was at leaf); a 
foldier au ca-ur. From the 23d he went into the engi» 
neer corps at Woolwich, and made great progrefs in that! 
fludy, until his uncle, Colonel Elliot, brought him in as 
adjutant of the fecond troop of horfe grenadiers. In 
this lituation he conduced himfelf with the moll exempt 
lary attention, and laid the foundation of that difcipline 
•whiph has rendered thefe two troops the finelt corps of 
heavy cavalry in Europe, the Hanoverian body guards,, 
and the mulketeers of Franee not excepted. 

With thefe troops he went upon fervice to Germany,, 
in the war before laft, and was with them in a variety 
of adlions. At the battle oi Dettingen he was wounded., 
In this corps he fjrft bought the rank of Captain and 
Major, and afterwards purchaled thp lieutenant colonel- 
cy from Colonel Brewerton, who fucceeded to his uncle, 
On arriving at this rank he reiigned his commiflion as, 
an engineer which he had enjoyed along with his other 
rank, and in which fervice he had been aftively. em- 
ployed very much, to the advantage of his country. 
He had received inliruftions of the famous engineer 
Bellidor, and made himfelf completely mailer or the 
fcience of gunnery. Had he net dilinterelledly refigned 
his rank in the engineer department, he would now, by . 
regular progreffion, have been at the head of that corps. 

Soon after this he was appointed aid de camp to King 
George 11. and was already, diftinguilhed for, his mili- tary 



tai-yfkiill and difcipli»e. In the year 1759 he quitted the 
: jecoiul troops of horfe grenadier guards^, being feiefted 
to ratfe, form, and diicipluae the fitft regiment of light 
•horfe, eaikd after him Llliot’s. As Loon as they were 
qaifed, and formsd, he was appointed to the command 
of the cavalry in the expedition on the coaft of France; 
with the rank of Brigadier General. 

• After this he paffed into Germany, where he was em- 
ployed on,the ftaflv a&4 greatly difting’uifhed himfelf in 
a variety of movements, while his regiment diiplayed a 
fuidlnefs, of difcipltne, an aftivity and enterprize, which gained them fignal honour ; and indeed they have been 
the pattern regiment, both in regard to difciphne and 

■appointment, to the many light dragoon troops that 
have force that period; been raifed in our fervice. 

From Germany he was recalled for the. purpofe of 
being employed as lecond in-command in the memor-r 
iable expedition againft the, Havannahr It was pof» 
Chic to find an officer in the funfhine of the court to 
'whom, under the patronage of a prince, the trappings of 
the chief command might be given : but an Elliot was 
'wanting to adt, as well, as an Albemarle to fhine, and ■for him they were forced to go to the dufty plains of 

1 Germany. The circumftances of that conqueft are 
1 well known. 

Our readers will pardon us for the recital of a fhort 
anecdote, which occured immediately after the re- 
jduftion, as it fhews,. that in the. very heart and outrages 
jof war, the General was not unmindful of the rights o£ 
lijiumanity. Fie was particularly eminent among the 
conquerors of the Havaonah,. for his difintereflei pro-* 
bed are, in checking the horrors of indiferiminate plunder. 
>To him, therefore, appeals, were moft frequently made. 
A Frenchman, who had buffered greatly by the depre- 

cations of the foldkry,. made applicatian to him, and 



begged in bad Englifb, that he would interfere to have 
his property reflated. The petitioner’s wife, who was 
prefent, a woman of great fpirit, was angry at her ! 
hufband for interceffion, and faid, “ How can you afk, cr '! 
expeefl, a favour from a man who comes defignedly to 
plunder you !” The hufbandperflfting in his application, ; 
his wife grew more loud in the cenfure, and faid he | 
was- not a true Frenchman. The general, who was 
bufy writing at the time, turned to the woman, and 
faid, fmiiing, “ Do not upbraid. Madam,—what your , 
huiband demands will be granted.” The general was fo 
very much pleafed with the woman’s Ipint, that he not ; 
only procured them their property agaiti, but alfo took 
pains to accommodate them in every refpeft. 

This has been through life the manly chara&eriftic of 
the General—if he would not fuffer his troops to extend, ' 
for the fake of plunder, the ravage of war, he never 
impoveriflied them by unjuft exaefions. He never 
would confent that his quarter mafter’s place fhould be 
fold, “not only, (fays he,) becaufe I think it the re- 
ward of an honeft veteran foldier—but alfo, becaufe I 
could not fo dire&ly exercife my authority in his 
diimiffion, fhould he behave ill.” 

On the peace, his gallant regiment was reviewed by 
his Majefty in Hyde-park—when they prefented to thft- 
King the ftandards which they had taken from the 
enemy. The King gratified with their high chara&er, 
aiked General Elliot what mark of his favour he could i 
beftow on his regiment equal to their merits. He an- 
fwered, that his regiment would be proud if his Majefty 
fhould think that by their fervices they were entitled to 
the diftin&km of Royals. It was accordingly made a 
royal regiment, with this flattering title, the i5th,or ■ 
royal regiment of light dragoons. At the fame time 
the King exprefled a defire to confer a mark of his 

favour 



fuvour on the brave General, but he declared, “ that the 
I honour and fatisfadtion of his Majefty’s approbation of 

his fervices was his beft reward.” 
X)uring the peace he was not idle. His great talents 

’ in the curious branches of the military art, give hint 
ample employment ; and he was made commander in 
chief of the forces in Ireland. But he did not continue 
long on this ftation, not even long enough to unpack all 

i; his trunks ; for finding that interferences were made by 
: ; petty authority derogatory of his own, he refifted the 
^praftice with becoming fpirit, and not chufing to difturb 
, the government of the fifter kingdom, on a matter 
i perfonal to irimfelf, he folicited to be recalled, and 
!. accordingly was lo, when he was appointed to the 
j command of Gibraltar, in a fortunate hour for the 
| fafety of that important fortrefs. 
p The fyftern of his life, as well as his education, pe- 
i; culiarly qualified him for this truft. He is perhaps the 
p moft abftemious man ofthe age. His food is vegetables, 

I' and his drink water. He neither indulges himfelf in 
l animal food nor wine. He never fleeps more than four 5 hours at a time ; fo that he is up later and earlier than 

i i’ moft other men. He has fo inured himfelf to habits of 
I hardinefs, that things which are difficult and painful to 

i other men, are to him his daily pra&ice, and are 
> rendered pleafant by ufe. It could not be eafy to ftarve ! fuch a man mto a furrender, nor eafy to furprife him. 

; His wants are eafily fttpplied, and his watchfulnefs be- 
: yond precedent. The example of the commander in 
L chief in a befieged garrifon,has a moft perfuafive efficacy 

: , in forming the manners of the foldiery. Like him his 
1. brave followers came to regulate their lives by the moft 

ftridt rules of difcipline, before there arofe a neceffity 
for fo doing; and fevere exercife, with fhort diet, became 

| habitual to them by their own choice. 
The 



The militaryfyftem ofdiTcipIme v;htch heintr-nducc-fl 
and the 'preparations which lie made for his defence 
were contrived with fo much judgment, and execute! 
with fo much addrefs, that he has been hhle with a 
handful of men to preferve his poft againft an attack, the 
conftancy of which, even without the vigour, had been 
fufficient to exhauli any common fet of men. Colle&ed 
within himfelf, he has in no inftarice deftroyed, by pre* 
mature attacks, the labours which would coft ' the ene - 
my time, patieaice, and expence to : compleat ; he has 
never fpent his ammunition in ulelef; parade, or in 
unimportant attacks. He has never relaxed from his| 
dilcipline by the appearance' df fecurity, nor hazarded 
the lives of his garnfon by wild experiment. By a cool 
and temperate demeanor he has maintained his ftarioft 
for three years of conftant inveftment, in which all the 
powers of Spain were employed. All the eyes of Europe 
have been on his garrifon, and his conduft has juftly 
exalted him to a moft elevated place in the military 
annals of the prefent day. 
' The General married a filler ofthe prefent Sir Francis 
Drake,, and by her has had a fon and a daughter. • The 
fon is now Lieutenant Colonel of the fnnifkiiling regi- 
ment of dragoons, -and the daughter is married to Mr 
Fuller, of Bayly Park, in Suflex. His lady died about 
thirteen years ago, and her lofs the General has 
not yet ceafed to lament. The General is novt 
about his 64th year, but his temperate living has pie^ 
ferved to him his looks with great frefhnefs. 

F I I S. 
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