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To the Moft Honourable 

ROBERT 
Earl of OXFORD, &c. 

MY LORD, 

|HAT I had the Honour 
of mentioning to Your 

I LORDSHIP fome time ago 
  in Converfation, was not 
a new Thought, juft then ftarted by 
Accident or Occafion, but the Re- 
fult of long Refle&ion 5 and I have 
been confirmed in my Sentiments by 

the 
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rhe Opinion t)f fome very judicious 
Perfons, with whom I confulted. 
They all agreed,That nothing would 
be of greater life towards the Im- 
provement of Knowledge and Po- 
litenefs, than fome effectual Method 
for CorreBingj and Afcur- 
taining our Language 5 and they 
think it a Work very poflible to be 
compared, under the Prote&ion of 
a Prince, the Countenance and 'Em 
couragement of a Miniftry, and the 
Care of proper Perfons chofen for 
iuch an Undertaking. I was glad to 
find Your LORDSHIP’S Anfwer in fo 
different a Style,horn what hath been 
commonly made ufe of on the like 
Occafions, for fome Years paff , 
that all fuch Thoughts mu ft he deferred 
to a Tme of feace : A Topick which 
fome have carried fo far,; that they 
would not have us, by any means, 
think of preferving our Civil or Re- 
ligious Conilitution, becaufe we were 

engaged 
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engaged in a War abroad. 11 will be 
among the diftinguifliing Marks of 
your Miniftry, My LORD7 that you 
had a Genius above all fuch Regards, 
and that no reafonable Propofal for 
the Honour; the Advantage, or the 
Ornament of Your Country, how- 
ever foreign to Your more immediate 
Office, was ever negle&ed by You. 
I confefs, the Merit of this Candor 
and Condefceofion is very much lef- 
fened, becaufe Your L o R DsH 1 p hard- 
ly leaves us room to offer our good 
Willies, removing all our Difficul- 
ties, and fupplying our Wants, fafler 
than the moft vifionary Proje&or 
can adjuft his Schemes. And there- 
fore, My LORD, the Defign of this 
Paper is not fo much to offer You 
Ways and Means, as to complain of 
a Grievance, the redre/fing of which 
is to be Your own Work, as much 
as that of paying the Hattons Debts, 
or opening a Trade into the South 

Sea* 
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Sea 3 and though not of fuch im- 
mediate Benefit as either of thcfe* 
or any other of Your glorious 
A&ions, yet perhaps, in future Ages,, 
not lefs to Your Honour. 

My L o R D 3 I do here, in the 
Name of all the Learned and Po- 
lite Perfons of the Nation, com- 
plain to Your LORDSHIP, as Firjl 
Minifter, that our Language is ex- 
tremely imperfe&3 that its daily Im- 
provements are by no means in 
proportion to its daily Corruptions 3 
that the Pretenders to polifh and 
refine it, have chiefly multiplied 
Abufes and Abfurdities ; and, that 
in many Inftances, it offends againft 
every Part of Grammar. But left 
Your LORDSHIP fhould think my 
Cenfure too fevere, I (lull take leave 
to be more particular. 

I BE- 
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I BELIEVE Your LORDS&IP 

will agree with me in the Realon^ 
Why our Language is lefs Refined 
than thofe of Italy^ Spain, or France. 
’Tis plain that tixt Latin Tongue, 
in its Purity, was never in this Eland * 
towards the Conquefl; of which few 
or no Attempts were made till the 
Time of Claudius, neither was that 
Language ever fo vulgar in Britainj 
as it is known to have been in Gaul 
and Spain. ■ Further, we find, that 
the <F{oman Legions here, were at 
length all recalled to help their 
Country again if the Goths, and other 
barbarous Invaders. Mean time, 
the Britains, left to fhifr for them- 
feives, and daily harafied by cruel 
Inroads from the 'P/cTf, were forced 
to call in the Saxons lor their De-; 

fence 5 who, confegnently, redm. 
ced the greatefi: Part of the Eland 
to their Own Power, drove the Bri- 

B tairts 
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tarns into the mofl: remote and 
mountainous Parts, and the reft of 
the Country, in Cuftoms, Religion 
and Language, became wholly Sax- 
on. This I take to be the Reafon, 
why there are more Latin Words 
remaining in the (Britifb Tongue, 
than in the old Saxon 5 which, ex- 
cepting fome few Variations in the 
Orthography, is the fame, in moft 
original Words, with our prefent 
Eng/ifhy as well as with the German, 
and other Northern Diale&s. 

ED WALK'D the Confejfor having 
lived long in Trance, appears to be 
the firft who introduced any mixture 
of the French Tongue with the Sax- 
on 3 the Court aft'e&ing what the 
Prince was fond of, and others ta- 
king it up for a Faftiion, as it is 
now with us. William the Con- 
queror proceeded much further 5 
bringing over with him vaft 

num- 
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bers of that Nation 3 fcattering them 
in every Monafteryj giving them 
great Quantities of Land, dire<5ting 
all|Pleadings to be in that Language, 
and endeavouring to make it univer- 
fal in the Kingdom. This, at leaft, is 
the Opinion generally received: But 
Your LORDSHIP hath fully convin- 
ced me, that the French Tongue 
made yet a greater Progrefs here un- 
der Harry the Second, who had large 
Territories on that Continent, both 
from his Father and his Wife, made 
frequent Journies and Expeditions 
there, and was always attended with 
a number of his Countrymen, Re- 
tainers at his Court. For fome 
Centuries after, there was a conftant 
Intercourfe between France and Eng* 
land, by the Dominions we poflef- 
fed there, and the Conquefts we 
made 3 fo that our Language, be- 
tween two and three hundred Years 
ago,feems to have had a greater mix- 
ture with French, than at prefentj 

B 2 many 
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many Words having be^n afierwards 
rejeded, and fome fince the time 
of Spencer ■* although we have ftill 
retained not a few, which have been 
long antiquated in France, I could 
produce feveral Inftances of both 
kinds, if it were of any Ufe or En- 
tertainment. 

T O examine into the feveral 
Circumffances by which the Lan- 
guage of a Country may be alter- 
ed, would force me to enter into a 
wide Field. I fhall only obferve, 
That the Latin, the French, and the 
Englijh, feem to have undergone the 
fame Fortune. The firft, from the 
Days of (Romulus to thofe of Julius 
Cejar, liiffered perpetual Changes, 
and by what we meet in thofe Au- 
thors who occafionally fpeak on 
that Subjed, as well as from cer- 
tain Fragments of old Laws, it is 
manifeft, that the Latin , Three 
hundred Years before Tully^ was as 

tin- 
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unintelligible in his Time, as the 
Engtifl? and French of the fame Pe- 
riod are now 5 and thefe two have 
changed 2s much fince William the 
Conqueror, (which is but little lefs 
than Seven hundred Years ) as the 

appears to have done in the 
like Term. Whether our Language 
or the French will decline as tall as 
the tf^oman did, is a Queftion that 
would perhaps admit more Debate 
than it is worth. There were ma- 
ny Reafons for the Corruptions of 
the laft : As, the Change of their 
Government into a Tyranny, which 
ruined the Study of Eloquence, 
there being no further Ufe or En- 
couragement for popular Orators: 
Their giving not only the Freedom 
of the City, but Capacity for Em- 

ployments, to feveral Towns in 
Qauly Spain, and Germany, and other 
diftant Parts, as far as Afia 5 which 
brought a great Number of fo- 

rein 
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rein Pretenders into : The 
iavifh Difpofition of-the Senate and 
People, by which the Wit and 
Eloquence of the Age were 
wholly turned into Panegyrick, the 
moft barren of all Subjects : The 
great Corruption of Manners, and 
Introdudtion of forein Luxury, with 
forein Terms to exprefs it 5 with 
feveral others that might be af- 
Jigned: Not to mention thofe In- 
vafions from the Goths and Van- 
dals, which are too obvious to in- 
lift on. 

THE <I{oman Language arrived at 
great Perfection before it began to de- 
cay : And the French for thefe laft Fif- 
ty Years hath been polifhing as much 
as it will bear, and appears to be 
declining by the natural Incon- 
ftancy of that People, and the 
Affectation of fome late Authors to 
introduce and multiply Cant Words, 

which 
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which is the moil ruinous Cor- 
ruption in any Language. La 
(Bruyere, a late celebrated Writer 
among them5 makes ufe of many 
hundred new Terms, which are nor 
to be found in any of the common 
Dh5lionaries before his Time. But 
the Engli/b Tongue, is not arrived to 
fuch a Degree of Perfection, as to 
make us apprehend any Thoughts 
of its Decay 5 and if it were once 
refined to a certain Standard, per- 
haps there might be Ways found 
out to fix it for ever 5 or at leafl 
till we are invaded and made a 
Conqueft by fome other State 5 and 
even then our beil Writings might 
probably be preferved with Care^ 
and grow into Eileem, and the Au- 
thors have a Chance for Immor- 
tality. 

BUT without fuch great Revo- 
lutions as thefe, (to which we are, 

I think, 
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I think, lefs fubje£t than Kingdoms 
upon the Continent) I fee no ab» 
folate Neceflicy #hy any Language 
fhould be perpetually ' changing 5 

for we find many Examples to the 
contrary. From Homer to Tlutarcb 
are above a Thoufand Years • fo 
long at leaftthe Purity of the. Greel^ 
Tongue may be allow’d to ftifly 
and we know not how far before. 
The Grecians fpread their Colonies 
round all the Coafts of Afia Minor, 
even to the Northern Pans, ;lying 
towards the Euxine 3 in every Tfiand 
of the Aegean Sea, and leveral others 
in the Mediterranean 3 where the Lan- 
guage was preferved entire for many 
Ages, after they themfelves became 
Colonies to <]{ome, and till they were 
over-run by the barbarous Nations, 
upon the Fall of that Empire. The 
Cinnefe have Books in their Language 
above two Thoufand Years old, 
neither have the frequent Con quells 



7 the Lord High Treafurer. 

Conquefts of the Tartars been able 
to alter it. The German, Spanifl?, 
and Italian, have admitted few or 
no Changes for fome Ages paft. 
The other Languages of Europe I 
know nothing of, neither is there 
any occafion to confider them. 

HAVING taken this compafs, 
I return to thofe Confiderations 
upon our own Language, which I 
would humbly offer Your LORD- 

SHIP. The Period wherein the 
Englilh Tongue received mofl Im- 
provement , I take to commence 
with the beginning of Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Reign, and to conclude 
with the Great Rebellion in Forty 
Two. ’Tis true, there was a ve- 
ry illTafte both of Style and Wit, 
which prevailed tinder King James 
the Firft, but that feems to have 
been corre&ed ift the fiift Years 
of his Succeffor, who among ma- 

C ny 
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ny other Qualifications of an ex- 
cellent Prince, was a great Patron 
of Learning. From the Civil War 
ta this prefent Time , I am apt 
to doubt whether the Corruptions 
in our Language have not at leaft 
equalled the Refinements of it $ 
and thefe Corruptions very few of 
the beft Authors in our Age have 
wholly efcaped. During the Llfur- 
pation, fuch an Infufion of En- 
thuliaftick Jargon prevailed in every 
Writing, as was not fhook off in 
many Years after. To this fuc- 
ceeded that Licentioufnefs which 
entered with the (Reftoration , and 
from infedting our Religion and 
Morals, fell to corrupt our Lan- 
guage 5 which laft was not like to 
be much improved by thofe who 
at that Time made up the Court 
of King Charles the Second 3 either 
fuch who had followed Him in 
His Banifhment, or who had been 

alto- 
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akogecher converfant in the Dia- 
led: of thofe Fanatick. Times ■ or 
young Men, who had been edu- 
cated in the fame Company 5 fo 
that the Court, which uled to be 
the Standard of Propriety and 
Corrednefs of Speech, was then, 
and, I think, hath ever fince con- 
tinued the worft School in England 
for that Accomplifliment 5 and fo 
will remain, till better Care be 
taken in the Education of our 
young Nobility, that they may fet 
out into the World with fome Foun- 
dation of Literature, in order to 
qualify them for Patterns of Polite- 
nefs. The Confequence of this 
Defed, upon our Language, may 
appear from the Plays, and other 
Compofidons, written for Entertain- 
ment within Fifty Years pad: 5 fil- 
led with a Succefiion of afFeded 
Phrafes, and new, conceited Words, 
either borrowed from the current 

C 2 Style 
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Style of the Court, or from thofe 
who, under the Chara&er of Men 
of Wit and Pleafure, pretended to 
give the Law. Many of thefe Re* 
hnements have already been long 
antiquated, and are now hardly 
intelligible 3 which is no wonder, 
when they were the Produd only of 
Ignorance and Caprice. 

I HAVE never known this 
great Town without one or more 
Dunces of Figure, who had Credit 
enough to give Rife to fome new 
Word, and propagate it in moft 
Converfacions, though it had nei- 
ther Humor, nor Significancy. If 
it ftru.ck the prefent Tafte, it was 
loon transferred into the Plays and 
current Scribbles of the Week , 
and became an Addition to our 
Language; while the Men of Wit 
and Learning, inftead of early ob- 
viating Eich Corruptions, were toq 
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often feduced to imitate and com- 
ply with them. 

THERE is another Sett of 
Men who have contributed very 
much to the fpoiling of the Englifb 
Tongue 5 I mean the Poets, from 
the Time of the Reftoration. Thefe 
Gentlemen, although they could not 
be infenfible how much our Lan- 
guage was already overflocked with 
Monofyllables 3 yet, to fave Time 
and Pains, introduced that barbar- 
ous Cuftom of abbreviating Words, 
to fit them to the Meafure of their 
Verfes 3 and this they have frequent- 
ly done, fo very injudicioufly, as 
to form fuch harfh unharmonious 
Sounds 5 that none but a Northern 
Ear could endure : They have join- 
ed the mofl obdurate Confonants 
without one intervening Vowel, on- 
ly to fhorten a Syllable : And 
their Tafte in time became fo depra- 

vedj 
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ved, that whae was ac firft a Poetic 
cal Licence not to be juftified, they 
made their Choice, alledging, that 
the Words pronounced at length, 
founded faint and languid. This 
was a Pretence to take up the fame 
Cuftom in Profe5 fo that moft of 
the Books we fee now a-days, 
are full of thofe Manglings’ and 
Abbreviations. Inftances of this 
Abufe are innumerable: What does 
Your LORDSHIP think of the 
Words, Drudg’d^ Difturb’d, (ftebu^t. 
Fledg’d) 4nd a thoufand others, eve- 
ry where to be met in Profe as well 
as Verfe ? Where, by leaving out a 
Vowel to fave a Syllable, we form 
fo jarring a Sound, and fo difficult 
to utter, that I have often wondred 
how it could ever obtain. 

ANOTHER Caufe (and per- 
haps borrowed from the former) 
which hath contributed not a little 

to 
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to the maiming of our Language, 
is a foolifli Opinion, advanced of 
late Years, that we ought to Ipell 
exactly as we fpeak 5 which befide 
the obvious Inconvenience of utter- 
ly deftroying our Etymology, would 
be a thing we fhould never fee an 
End of. Not only the feveral Towns 
and Countries of England, have a 
different way of Pronouncing, but 
even here in London, they clip their 
Words after one Manner about the 
Court, another in the City, and a 
third in the Suburbs 3 and in a few 
Years, it is probable, will all differ 
from themfelves, as Fancy or Fa~ 
fhion fhall direct: All which redu- 
ced to Writing would entirely con- 
found Orthography. Yet many 
People are fo fond of this Conceit, 
that it is fometimes a difficult mat- 
ter to read modern Books and 
Pamphlets 3 where the Words are fo 
curtailed, and varied from, their 

origi- 
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original Spelling, that whoever hath 
been ufed to plain Englifh, will hard- 
ly know them by fight. 

SEVERAL young Men at the 
Univerfities, terribly pofTeffed with 
the Fear of Pedantry, run into a 
worfe Extream, and think all Po- 
litenefs. to confift in reading the dai- 
ly Trafli Tent down to them from 
hence : This they call flowing the 
World, and reading Men and Manners* 
Thus fiirnifhed they come up to 
Town, reckon all their Errors for 
Accomplifliments, borrow the new- 
el!: Sett of Phrafes, and if they take 
a Pen into their Hands, all the odd 
Words they have picked up in a 
Coffee-Houfe, or a Gaming Ordi- 
nary, are produced as Flowers of 
Style 5 and the Orthography refined 
to the utmoft. To this w?e owe thofe 
monftrous Productions, which un- 
der the Names of Trips, Spies, Amufe* 

ments, 
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merits^ and other conceited Appella- 
tions^ have over-run us for fome 
Years paft. To this we owe that 
ftrange Race of Wits, who tell us, 
they Write to the Humour of the Age: 
And I wifli I could fay, thefe quaint 

'Fppperies were wholly abfenc from 
graver Subjects. In (hort, I would 
undertake to fhew Your LORDSHIP 

feveral Pieces, where the Beauties of 
this kind are fo predominant, that 
with all your Skill in Languages, 
you could never be able either to 
read or underftand them. 

BUT lam very much miftaken,' 
if many of thefe falfe Refinements 
among us, do not arife from a 
Principle which would quite deftroy 
their Credit, if it were well under- 
flood and confidered. For I am 
afraid, My LORD, that with all the 
real good Qualities of our Country, 
we are naturally not very Polite. 

D This 
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This perpetual Dilpofition to fhor- 
ten our Words, by retrenching the 
Vowels, is nothing elfe but a ten- 
dency to lapfe into the Barbarity of 
thofe Northen Nations from whom 
we are defcended, and whofe Lan- 
guages labour all under the fame 
Defetf:. For it is worthy our Ob- 
fervation, that the Spaniards^ the 
French^ and the Italians, although de- 
rived from the fame Northern An- 
ceftors with our felves, are, with the 
utmoft Difficulty, taught to pro- 
nounce our Words, which the Suedes 
and Vanes, as well as the Germans 
and the Vutch, attain to with Eafe, 
becaufe our Syllables refemble theirs 
in the Roughnefs and Frequency of 
Confonants. Now, as we ftruggle 
with an ill Climate to improve the 
nobler kinds of Fruit, are at the 
Expence of Walls to receive and 
reverberate the faint Rays of the 
Sun, and fence againfl: the Northern 

Blaft s; 
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Blafts 3 we fomecimes by the help 
of a good Soil equal the Producti- 
ons of warmer Countries, who 
have no need to be at fo much 
Coft or Care. It is the fame 
thing with refpeCt to the politer Arts 
among us 3 and the fame DefeCt 
of Heat which gives a Fiercenefs to 
our Natures, may contribute to that 
Roughnefs of our Language, which 
bears fome Analogy to the harfL 
Fruit of colder Countries. For I do 
not reckon that we want a Genius 
more than the reft of our Neigh- 
bours : But Your LORDSHIP will 
be of my Opinion, that we ought 
to ftruggle with thefe natural DiL 
advantages as much as We can, and 
be careful whom we employ, when- 
ever we defign to correCf them, 
which is a Work that has hitherto 
been aftumed by the leaft qualified 
Hands. So that if the Choice had 
been left to me, I would rather have 

D 2 trufted 
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tmiltd the Refinement of our Lan- 
guage, as far as it relates to Sound, 
to the Judgment of the Women, 
than of illiterate Court~Fops? half- 
witted-Poets, and Univerfity-Boys. 
For, it is plain that Women in their 
manner of corrupting Words, do 
naturally difcard the Confonants, as 
we do the Vowels. What I am 
going to tell Your LORDSHIP, ap- 
pears very trifling 5 that more than 
once, where fome of both Sexes 
were in Company, I have perfua- 
ded two or three of each, to take a 
Pen, and write down a number of 
Letters joyned together, juft as k 
came into their Heads, and upon 
reading this Gibberifh we have found 
that which the Men had writ, by 
the fiequent encountring of rough 
Confonants, to found like 
Vutch j and the ocher by the Wo- 
men, like Italian, abounding in 
Vowels and Liquids. Now, though 

I would 
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I would by no means give Ladies 
the Trouble of advifing us in the 
Reformation of our Language 5 yet 
I cannot help thinking, that fince 
they have been left out of all Meet- 
ings, except Parties at Play, or 
where worfe Defigns are carried on, 
our Converfation hath very much 
degenerated. 

IN order to reform our Lan- 
guage, I conceive, My LORD, 

that a free judicious Choice fhould 
be made of fuch Perfons, as are 
generally allowed to be beft qua- 
lified for fuch a Work, without any 
regard to Quality, Party, or Profef- 
lion. Thefe, to a certain Number 
at leaf!:, fhould aflemble at fome 
appointed Time and Place, and 
fix on Rules by which they defign 
to proceed. What Methods they 
will take, is not for me to pre- 
fcnbe. Your LORDSHIP, and 

other 
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other Perfons in great Employ- 
ment, might pleafe to be of the 
Number 3 and I am afraid, fuch a 
Society would want Your Inftru- 
&ion and Example, as much as 
Your Prote&ion : For, I have, not 
without a little Envy, obferved of 
late, the Style of fome great Mi- 
nifters very much to exceed that of 
any other Produ&ions. 

THE Perfons who are to un- 
dertake this Work, will have the 
Example of the French before them, 
to imitate where thefe have proceed-* 
ed right, and to avoid their Mi- 
ftakes. Befide the Grammar-part, 
wherein we are allowed to be ve- 
ry defe&ive, they will obferve ma- 
ny grofs Improprieties, which how- 
ever authorifed by Pra&ice, and 
grown familiar, ought to be dif- 
carded. They will find many Words 
that deferve to be utterly thrown 

out 
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out oi our Language, many more 
to be corre&ed 5 and perhaps not a 
few, long fince antiquated, which 
ought to be reftored, on account 
of their Energy and Sound. 

BUT what I have mod: at 
Heart is, that fome Method fliould 
be thought on for afcertainivg and 
fixing our Language for ever, after 
fuch Alterations are made in it as 
fliall be thought requifite. For I 
am of Opinion, that it is better a 
Language fhould not be wholly 
perfect, than that it (bould be per- 
petually changing 3 and we mull 
give over at one Time, or at length 
infallibly change for the worfe : As 
the (Romans did, when they began to 
quit their Simplicity of Style for a£* 

[) fedted Refinements 3 fuch as we 
meet in Tacitus and other Authors, 
which ended by degrees in many 

Barba- 
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Barbariaes, even before the Goths had 
invaded Italy. 

THE Fame of our Writers is 
ufually confined to thefe two Iflands, 
and it is hard it fhould be limited in 
Time, as much as Place, by the per- 
petual Variations of our Speech. It 
is Your Lordships Obfervation, 
that if it were not tor the 'Bible and 
Common Prayer Book^ in the vulgar 
Tongue,, we fihould hardly be able 
to underftand any Thing that was 
written among us an hundred Years 
ago : Which is certainly true : For 
thofe Books being perpetually read 
in Churches, have proved a kind of 
Standard for Language, efpecially 
to the common People. And I 
doubt whether the Alterations fince 
introduced, have added much to 
the Beauty or Strength of the Englifh 
Tongue, though they have taken off 
a great deal from that Simplicity, 

which 
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which is one of the greateft Perfe- 
ftions in any Language* You^ My 
Lord, who are fo converfant in 
the Sacred Writings, and fo great a 
judge of them in their Originals^ 
will agree, that no Tranflation our 
Country ever yet produced, hath 
come up to that of the Old and New 
Teftament: And by the many beau- 
tiful Paflages, which I have often 
had the Honor to hear Your Lord- 
ship cite from thence, I am per- 
fuaded that the Tranflators of the 
Bible were Mailers of an Englifh 
Style much fitter for that Work, 
than any we fee in our prefent Wri- 
tings, which I take to be owing to 
the Simplicity that runs through the 
whole. Then, as to the greatell 
part of our Liturgy9 compiled long 
before the Tranflation of the Bible 
now in ufe, and little altered fince 5 
there feem to be in it as great llrains 
of true fublime Eloquence, as are 

E any 
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any where to be found in our Lan- 
guage 3 which every Man of good 
Tafte will obferve in the Communion' 
Service, that of Burial, and other 
Parts. 

BUT where I fay, that I would 
have our Language, after it is duly 
correft,always tolaftj I do not mean 
that it fiiould never be enlarged: Pro- 
vided, that no Word which a So- 
ciety {hall give a San&ion to, be 
afterwards antiquated and exploded, 
they may have liberty to receive 
whatever new ones they {hall find 
occafion for: Becaufe then the old 
Books will yet be always valuable, 
according to their intrinfick Worth, 
and not thrown afide on account of 
unintelligible Words and Phrafes, 
which appear harfh and uncouth, 
only becaufe they are out of Fa- 
fhion. Had the tf^pman Tongue con- 
tinued vulgar in that City till this 

Time 5 
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Time 5 it would have been abfolute- 
ly neceflary from the mighty Chan- 
ges that have been made in Law 
and Religion 3 from the many Terms 
of Art required in Trade and in 
War 3 from the new Inventions that 
have happened in the World : From 
the vafl: fpreading of Navigation and 
Commerce, with many other ob- 
vious Circumftances, to have made 
great Additions to that Language 3 
yet r the Ancients would ftill have 
been read, and underftood with Plea- 
fure and Eafe. The Tongue 
received many Enlargements be- 
tween the Time of Horner, and that 
of Tlutarch, yet the former Author 
was probably as well underftood in 
Trajan s Time, as the latter. What 
Horace fays of Words going off and 
perifhing like Leaves^and new ones com- 
ing in their Llace, is a Misfortune he 
laments ^ rather than a Thing he 
approves 3 But I can not fee why 

E t this 
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this fhould be abfoltitely neceflary, 
or if it were, what would have be* 
come of his Monumentum <zre peren- 
nim. 

WRITING by Memory only, 
as I do at prefent, I would gladly 
keep within my Depth 5 and there- 
fore fliall not enter into further Par- 
ticulars. Neither do I pretend more 
than to fhew the Ufelulnefs of this 
Defign, and to make fome general 
Obfervations, leaving the reft to that 
Society, which I hope will owe its 
Inftitution and Patronage to Your 
Lordship. Befides, I would 
willingly avoid Repetition, having 
about a Year ago, communicated to 
the Publick, much of what I had to 
offer upon this Subjed, by the 
Hands of an ingenious Gentleman, 
who for a long Time did thrice a 
Week divert or inftrud the King- 
dom by his Papers 5 and is fuppofed 

to 
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to purfue the fame Defign at prefent, 
under the Title of Spectator. This 
Author, who hath tried the Force 
and Compafs of our Language with 
fo much Succefs,agrees entirely with 
me in moft of my Sentiments rela* 
ting to it y fo do the gieateft pare 
of the Men of Wit and Learning, 

# whom I have had the Happinefs to 
converfe with 3 and therefore I ima- 
gine that fuch a Society would 
be pretty unanimous in the main 
Points. 

YOUR Lordship muft al- 
low, that fuch a Work as this, 
brought to Perfection, would very 
much contribute to the Glory of 
Her Majesty’s Reign 3 which ought 
to be recorded in Words more du- 
rable than Brafs, and fuch as our 
Pofterity may read a thoufand Years 
hence, with Pleafure as well as Ad- 
miration. I have always difappro- 

ved 



A Letter to 3j_ 
ved that falfe Compliment to Prin- 
ces, that the mofl lafting Monu- 
ment they can have, is the Hearts 
of their Subjedls. It is indeed their 
greatefl: prefent Felicity to reign in 
their Subjects Hearts 3 but thefe are 
too perifhable to preferve their Me- 
mories, which can only be done by 
the Pens of able and faithful Hifto- 
rians. And I take it to be Your 
L o R D s h 1 p’s Duty, as Prime Mi- 
nijler, to give order for infpe&ing 
our Language, and rendring it fit to 
record the Hiftory of fo great and 
good a Princefs. Befides, My Lord, 
as difinterefted as You appear to the 
World, I am convinced, that no 
Man is more in the Power of a 
prevailing favorite Paflion than Your 
Self 5 I mean that Defire of true and 
lafting Honor, which you have born 
along with You through every Stage 
of Your Life. To this You have 
often facrificed Your Intereft, Your 
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Eafe and Your Health : For prefer- 
ving and encreafing this, you have 
expofed Your Perfon to fecret Trea- 
chery, and open Violence. There 
is not perhaps an Example in Hi- 
ftory of any Minifter, who in fo 
fliort a time hath performed fo ma- 
ny great Things, and overcome fo 
many great Difficulties. Now, tho’ 
I am fully convinced, that You fear 
God,honor Your QUEEN, and love 
Your Country, as much as any 
of Your Fellow-Subjects 5 yetlmufi; 
believe that the Defire of Fame 
hath been no inconfiderable Motive 
to quicken You in the Purfuit of 
thofe Actions which will beft deferve 
it. But at the (ame time, I muft 
be fo plain as to tell Your Lord- 
ship, that if You will not take 
fome Care to fettle our Language, 
and put it into a ftate of Continu- 
ance, I cannot promife that Your 
Memory {hall be preferved above 

an 
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an hundred Years, further chan by 
im per fed Tradition* 

A S barbarous and ignorant as 
we were in fomier Centuries, there 
was more effectual Care taken by 
our Anceftors, to preferve the Me- 
mory of Times and Perfons, than 
we find in this Age of Learning 
and PoIiteneL* as we are pleafed 
to call it. The rude Latin of the 
'Monk* is dill very intelligible 3 
whereas, had their Records been de- 
livered down only in the vulgar 
Tongue, fo barren and fo barba> 
rous, fo fubjed to continual fuc- 
ceeding Changes, they could not 
now be underftood, tinlefs by An- 
tiquaries. who made it their Study 
to expound them. And we muff 
at this Day have been content with 
fuch poor Abflrads of our EpgUfl’ 
Story, as laborious Men of low Ge* 
nius would think fie to give us 3 
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And even thefe in die next Age 
would be likewife fwallowed up in 
fucceeding Colle&ions. If Things 
go on at this rate, all I can promile 
xour Lordship is, that about 
two hundred Years hence , fome 
painful Compiler, who will be at 
the Trouble of ftudying Old Lan- 
guage, may inform the World, that 
in the Reign of QUEEN ANNE , 
Robert Earl of Oxford, a 
very wife and excellent Man, was 
made High Treafurer, and faved his 
Country, which in thofe Days was 
almofl: ruined by a Foreign War, and 
a Domejlic!^ Faction. Thus much he 
may be able to pick out, and wil- 
ling to transfer into his new Hilto- 
ry 5 but the reft of Your Character, 
which I or any other Writer may 
now value our felves by drawing, 
and the particular Account of the 
great Things done under Your Mi- 
niftry, for which You are already fo 

F cele- 
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celebrated in mod Parts of Europe, 
will probably be dropt, on account 
of die ^ antiquated Style, and Man- 
ner they are delivered in. 

HOW then fhall any Man who 
hath a Genius for Hidory, equal to 
the bed of the Antients, be able to 
undertake fuch a Work with Spirit 
and Chearfulnefs, when heconfiders, 
that he will be read with Pleafure 
but a very few Years, and in an Age 
or two fhall hardly be underdood 
without an Interpreter ? This is like 
employing an excellent Statuary to 
work upon mouldring Stone. Thofe 
who apply their Studies to preferve 
the Memory of others, will always 
have fome Concern for their own. 
And I believe it is for this Reafon, 
that fo few Writers among us, of 
any Didindtion, have turned their 
Thoughts to fuch adifcouraging Em- 
ployment : For the bed Englljh Hi- 

dorian 
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ftorian muft lie under this Mortifi- 
cation, that when his Style grows 
antiquated, he will be only confi* 
dered as a tedious Relator of Fads ; 
and perhaps confulted in his turn, 
among other negleded Authors, to 
flirnifh Materials for fome future 
Colledor. 

I DOUBT, Your Lordship 
is but ill entertained with a few fcat- 
tered Thoughts, upon a Subjed that 
deferves to be treated with Ability and 
Care : However, I muff beg leave to 
add a few Words more, perhaps not 
altogether foreign to the fame Matter. 
I know not whether that which I am 
going to fay, may pafs for Caution, 
Advice, or Reproach, any of which 
will be juftly thought very improper 
from one in my Station, to one in 
Yours. However, I muft venture to 
affirm, that if Genius and Learning be 
not encouraged under Your Lord- 

F 2 ship’s 
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ship’s Adminiftration, you are the 
moft inexcufable Perfon alive. All 
Your ocher Virtues, My Lord, will 
be defective without this 5 Your Af- 
fability, Candor, and good Nature 3 
that perpetual agreeablenefs of Con- 
verfation, fo difengaged in the midft 
offuch a Weight of Bufinefs and Op- 
pofition 5 Even Your Juftice, Pru- 
dence, and Magnanimity, will fhine 
lefs bright without it. Your Lord- 
ship is univerfally allowed to pof- 
fefs a very large Portion in moft 
Parcs of Literature 5 and to this You 
owe the cultivating thofe many Vir- 
tues, which otherwife would have 
been lefs adorned, or in lower Per- 
fe&ion. Neither can You acquit your 
felf of theft Obligations, without let- 
ting the Arts, in their turn, (hare Your 
Influence and PrOte&ion : Befldes, 
who knows, but fome true Genius 
may happen to arift under Your Mi- 
niftry, exortm ut # then us Sol, Every 

' Age 
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Age might perhaps produce* one or 
two of thefe to adorn it, if they were 
not funk under the Cenfure and Ob- 
loquy of plodding, fervile, imitating 
Pedants. I do not mean by a true 
Genius, any bold Writer who breaks 
through the Rules of Decency to di- 
ftinguifh himfelf by the fingularity of 
Opinions 3 but one, who upon a de- 
ferving Subjedf, is able to open new 
Scenes, and difcover a Vein of true 
and noble thinking, which never en- 
tered into any Imagination before : 
Every Stroke of whofePen,is worth all 
the Paper blotted by Hundreds of 
others in the compafs of their Lives. 
I know, My Lord, Your Friends 
will offer in Your Defence, that in 
Your private Capacity, You never 
refus’d YourPurfe and Credit to the 
Service and Support of learned or in- 
genious Men 3 and that ever fince 
You have been in publick Employ- 
ment, You have conffantly bellowed 

Your 
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Your Favours to the moft deferving 
Perfons. But I defire Your Lordship 
not to be deceived: We never will ad- 
mit of thefe Excufes, nor will allow 
Your private Liberality, as great as it 
is, to attone for Your excellive pub- 
lick Thrift. But here again, lam afraid 
moft good Subjects will interpofe in 
Your Defence, by alledging the def- 
perare Condition You found the Na- 
tion in, and the Neceflity there was 
for fo able and faithful a Steward, to 
retrieve it,if pofIible,by the utmoftFm** 
gality. We grant all this, My Lord 5 
but then, it ought likewife to be con- 
fidered, that You have already faved 
feveral Millions to the Publick, and 
that what we ask, is too inconlidera- 
ble to break into any Rules of the 
ftricfeft good Husbandry. The French 
l\tng bellows about half a dozen Pen- 
lions to learned Men in feveral Parts 
of Europe, and perhaps a dozen in his 
own Kingdom 5 which, in the whole, 
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do probably not amount to half the 
Income of many a private Commo- 
ner in England $ yet have more contri- 
buted to the Glory of that Prince, than 
any Million he hath otherwife em- 
ployed. For Learning, like all true 
Merit, is eafily fatisfied, whilfl: the 
Falfe and Counterfeit is perpetually 
craving, and never thinks it hath 
enough. The fmalleft Favour 
given by a Great Prince, as a 
Mark of Efteem, to reward the En- 
dowments of the Mind, never fails to 
be returned with Praife and Gratitude, 
and loudly celebrated to the World. 
I have known fome Years ago, fe- 
veral Penfions given to particular 
Perfons, (how defervedly I fhall not 
enquire) any one of which^ if divid- 
ed into fmaller Parcels, and diftri- 
buted by the Crown, to thofe who 
might, upon occafion, diftinguifh 
themfelves by fome extraordinary 
Production of Wit or Learning, 

would 
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would be amply fufficient to anfwer 
the End. Or if any fuch Perfons 
were above Money, (as every great 
Gmm certainly is, with very mode- 
rate Conveniencies of Life) a Medal, 
or fome Mark of Diftin&ion, would 
do full as well. 

BUT I forget my Province, and 
find my fell turning Proje&or before 
I am aware 3 although it be one of 
the lad Chara&ers under which I 
fliould defire to appear before Your 
Lordship, efpecially when I have 
the Ambition of afpiring to that of 
being, with the greateft Refpedl and 
Truth, 

My Lord, 
Tour Lordshi p’s 

moji Obedientt tnojl Obliged, 
and mojl Humble Servant, 

London, *r « 
»,“• J. Swift. 






