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A true Account of what was faid toMr. Sergeant Jekyll, Mr. Sergeant Tracy, 
and Mr. Sergeant Hall. Nov. 6th 1700. In the Middle-Temple- 
Hall. 

S IR S, 

T happens to be my Province at prefent, in the 
Name of this Society to wifh you well, upon 
this oceafion of your advancement to the State 
and degree of Sergeants at Law: You go hence 
(we prefume) not from any diflike to the Com- 
pany you leave, but in obedience to the Kings 

command, ana in hopes of doing further Service to 
your Country', than your former Stations would per- 
nutt} furel am, there’s no occaflon to pray your re- 
membrance of that Mother, which hath thus bred 
you, as to merit his Majefties favour, in fo particular 
and diflinguilhing a manner. There can be no ocea- 
fion to tell you, that the Middle-Temple hath been 
and ftill is a Nurfery, which no man need be a- 
fhamed to own .• The other Houfe fends a greater num- 
ber of Sergeants •, I will not, I muft not fay, that we 
could have equald them, perhaps not} but we hope 
that you do and will difparage their Number, by ex- 
celling them, in Knowledge and PradHce, and the 
fionour of our Houfe doth in fome meafure depend up- 
on the Prefumption that you will.* We have'been 
their equals formerly, the now they exceed us in this 
Inftance: by, a great Majority : Tis true we have no 
Ceoke to boafi cif, . by mifchance he was planted in 
their Soyl •, but we had,a lpyer% a Brook, and a Plow 
den, whofurnifhthim with his heft Materials, both 
for his Inftitutes and Reports: Mr. Juftice Crook was 
theirs, tho by the by that Family was originally ours, 
but Moors and Pophams Reports have not been unufe- 
ful to the Studious Lawyer. 

They,had a Selden we had our Maynard, they had 
a Sir Heneage Finch we had a Sir Jeffery Palmer: 

Pollexfen was theirs, but we had a Saunders, and a 
Saunders too that was an acknowledged good Plea- 
ded. 

Vaughan was the Pride and Glory of their Houfe 
in his time, but Treby was ours, who equall’d him in 
the Senate, and fince on the Bench : They may with 
Juftice boaft of founding the great Families of the 
Marquefs of Normanby the Earl of Nottingham and 
many others: I fay that they may boaft of their Lit- 
tie tons, ShefteitePs, Finch's, Coventry's, Jeffery s, Tre- 
vor's, and yet we are not fo unhappy, as to come much 
fhort either in Number or Quality: We have had our 
Rich's, our Fortefeues, our Mordant's, our Hides, 
our North's, our Mountagpls, our Strangeway's and 
Portmans, if they think to turn the Balance by the- 
great Trevor, I mean his Majefties Attorney General, 
who hath more promoted his Mafters Honour, and his 
own, by a juft profecution of Delinquents, and at 
the fame time preventing Oppreffion , than any 
of his PredecefTors in former times did by violence: 
We muft (if he be named) prefume to mention our 
Northey, whofe ftubborn Adherence to Right and 
Law, hath prevented much iniquity in the Dutchy 
Court, to my knowledgeAs to Chancellors and 
Keepers, thofe are above the Common Law, and our 
Notice here. 

I know comparifons are odious, but I hope you! 
pardon me, when you confider that all kinds of Du- 
ty command me to beleech and importune your remem- 
brance of the Middle-Temple; and I have mentioned 
thefe particulars, not fo much to advance our own 
above other Society’s, as to provoke a juft emulation 
in the young Gentkmen of our Houle that hear me, 
from yourExamples and thofe of yourPredeceflbrsyfor 
that hotwithftanding the Studied attempts to fubvert 
or expofe the Law, it muft be own’d to have been and 
ftill to be an HonourableProfeffion: And if their Graces 
their Excellencies, their Honours, their Lordlhips, 
and their Worfhips, or by whatlbever Titles they 
diftinguilh themfelves, who are lb prophane as to 
blafpheme the facred Law of their Country, and ridi- 
cule its Profeflbrs, I fay if thofe would refled on the 
original of their own Families, and confider how that 
thelnduftry, the Knowledge and the . Reputation of 
their Anceftors, while and as pradifing Common 
Lawyers, laid the Foundation of their Eftates, they 
muft be convinced of their Error. 

The Lawyers of this Age are full as honourable and 
juft, as thofe who founded the Dukedoms, • Earldoms 
and the like : They are Miniftets and Officers of 
Juftice, they are Under a truft repofed in them by the 
Conftitution for the fervice of their Country, and 
while they confider anddifeharge that truft they will 
be Honourable: But to return To out Houfe: This 
Houfe hath within the Memory of many now ftanding 
here, afforded Members to fuftain the greateft Offices 
in the Kingdom, not to mention the great Seal, I fay 
the Privy and Secretary’s Seal as well as theTreafury ; 
nor need I take notice of Judges, Chief and Puifne, 
they are too numerous to need a remembrance 

SIRS, '> 

There’s one thing I muft mention, which is to the 
honour of our houfe, and 1 hope, will be pleafant for 
you to hear: We have a confiderable number of Va- 
cation, and other young Barifters, who for Probity 
and Vertue, and for all kinds of Polite Learning, as 
Well as knowledge in the Law, may vie or compare 
with any or all the other Societies, and do juftly de- 
ferve your favour and encouragement .* They have 
been bred at the feet of Gamaliel, and there have 
learnt the true and proper diftin&ions in the moft 
doubtful Queftions, the art and rules of juft Pleading, 
and the found reafon of fuch Rules. Barifters who 
had not their Breeding in the Six Clarks Office, or 
in the new Inn, call’d Symond's Inn, as fome. Who ne- 
ver underftood any other Language than whit their 
Nurfes taught them, and that but indifferently too, 
God knows, if fenfe and good manners be requir’d 
in the ufe on’t: Thofe which I fpeak of, are of ano- 
ther fort, they are fuch as give their Country hopes 
of a good Succeftion to you, Sirs, and an happy 
continuance of the Law (if poftible ) which every 
Engliftsman ought to wifli for, not meerly as a Profei- 



fion, and for the fake of profit by it (tho that be 
both lawful and honpurable), but as a fence to Proper- 
ty and'a prefervative of the Government. I mull crave 
leave to lay, ’tis a fcandal to our Adminiftration, a re- 
proach to the Law, to fee Gentlemen of a Learned .and 

' ingenious Education, who have well employed their 
youth in thefludy of our Laws, and other Learning, 
and have attended many years in the King’s Bench, 
that true School for general knowledge, under 
that great Mailer of his Profcffion,the Lord Chief Ju- 
ilice Holt, be forced for a livelihood to walk on foot 
crofs Lincolns-Inn-Fields, to attend at Seals, and the 
tranfcribers oLabridgers of Bills and Anfwers, ride 
in Coaches,and in Court and out of Court, in pra&ife 
and profit out-do the Gentlemen, the Scholars, and 
the Lawyers. This is a.melancholy refle&ion, but a 
true one. 

S 1 R Si 
You mull permit me to fay it, and I fpeak it 

without reflection, ’tis a ferious truth, and J am 
encouraged to fay it from the place I Hand in, the 
Middle -Tempk-Hall, and, if old Plowden were alive, 

, he would fecond me; ’tis this, If the CommonLaw con- 
tinueto decline and another jurifdidtion to incroach, 
neither private property, nor, the publick Conflituti- 
on can long continue fafe. We hope and pray, that 
the prefent Lord Keeper will rather reflrain than en- 
large that growing Nulance, but however, it is with 
fubmiffion 1 fpeak it, in my opinion it is your, and e- 
very of our duties, to ailift towards the recovery of 

. the Common Law ^ for otherwife, 5tis in vain for 
you tp boalt of Libertasj ’tis all Imperium^ and no- 
thing elfe : I could have willi’d you had given our 
Law the preference to Equity in your Motto,?/but 
that’s pad our Studiesand our Manners ought to be 
fuch as may promote the reputation of the Common 
Law, and all the little Interefl and Power we have in 
the World, Ihould be ufed to advance it, I fay, to 
advance the Common Law, in contradiflindion both 
to the Chancery, and the Commons, and it is pre- 
ferable to both, becaufe lefs Arbitrary ^ and the task 
were eafie to prove the reafonablenefs and convenien- 
cy to be on our fide, in moft points wherein we dif- 
fer from the Civil Law: I fhall make but three ob- 

^rvations oq this fubjed:} no Country but hath its 
municipal Laws, and many as wide from the Roman 
Civil Law, as ours, lb that theirs is not the Catho- 
lick Juflice of the World, as they call it: They up- 
braid us with defed of Reafoning, and barbarous 
Latine, for the firfl I appeal to any of the Recueils 
of the Parliament at Paris^ and let any man compare 
them with the Arguments m\Veftminfter-Hally and, 
I am bold to fay,ours are more Convidive, tho5 theirs 
have more of the Flourilh , and for our Latin, let the 

beflCritick perufe our Rfgifler, and read our old 
Writs, he> will find words proper, jufl and fignifi- 
cant, Milton himlelf acknowledged them good : And 
let any man 'look into theirLibels, I mean their com- 
mon ones, and compare then? with our Prohibitions, 
and I do lay, theirs are not lefs bad than burs, thcr 
neither are very commendable; But one thing is ob- 
fervabie that all our knowledge, is acquir’d with- 
out the help of Tutors, which in that and every other 
Science is generally ufed; 

S P R S, ' . , .; _ 
Lll not wafle your time in making Encomiums up- 

on that which we all profefs to admire, ’tis not only 
future profit or gain, but the enjoyment and contp 
nuance of whatweand our fellow Sgbjeds have al- 
ready got, commands our afiifiance to promote the 
Common Law : Its rules are Wife and Juft, it makes 
the beft provifions for the Liberties of the People, 
and the Prerogatives of the Crown. It fets the moft 
equal and certain boundaries to each, and if encou-, 
rag’d ’twill make both King and Subjed happy and 
eafie, and. Sirs, I do not defpair of feeing it revive, 
I fear neither Civil Law nor Chancery’s prevailing 
the former is contrary to our Genius, and theilatter 
can’t Hand long •, the uncertainty, the delay, and 
the expence of the thing call’d Equity, will in time 
prove its own deftru&ion; ’tis, I had almoft faid, the 
only remaining badge of flavery left amongft us ; the 
time will come when the Gentry of England, will be 
provoked to attempt the refcue of their Eftates from 
that Difcretionary power, L muft not call it Arbi- 
trary. ’Twould be impertinent for me to fay 
more. 

The degree. Sirs, which you have accepted is a 
Common Law preferment and the Oath which 
you took the otherday is a fufficient Memorandum 
of it. 

Your Mother therefore prays the continuance and 
increafeof your love to the Common Law, and the 
Profeflbrs of it, and particularly to thole of this 
Houle, and more particularly Hill to thofe of the 
younger fort} that by your Countenance and En- 
couragement, and the like from your Succeftbrs, the 
Common Law and the Middle Temple may flourifh 
and profper as long as old England fh^W endure: And 
I pray, and I hope, you’ll join with me in the Prayer, 
that tnat may be till time lhall be no more. 

Sirs, I am commanded to beg your acceptance 
of a [mail token of your Mothers refpefls, 
andto ajfttre you that Jhe wifhes you well* 

Publifh’d at the importunity of fome friends to truth, who defire to have it remem- 
bred, that the Honourable Mr. Baron 2V^, and IOO other Gentlemen, were prefent 
in the Hall upon this occafion. 


