
Orphans of London: 
Humbly Prefented to the Lords Spiritual and Tem~ 

feral' Ailembled in Parliament, 

f-' » "-,4 HE faid poor Orphans, by their Petition to this Honourable i 
Houfe, moft humbly defire, That the Bill in this Houfe for 1 
preventing Buying and Selling Places and Offices, may pafs with- j 

B ^ out Excepting the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London there- J 
in ^ Or, That they may have leave to lay before this Honour- 1 

able Houfe their Grievances, by the Sales and Extravagant Allowances (by j 
reafon thereof) made to fuch Officers as Colled and Manage the Revenues gi- j 
ven them by a late Ad of Parliament made ,for their Relief, and that they | 
may have the Aid of this Honourable Houfe to fend for Perfons, Books and j 
Papers, the more plainly to make out the fame. 

Now, Forafmuch as by the faid Ad for Relief of the faid Orphans, the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen are Intruded to Appoint Officers, to Colled and Manage ; 
the Revenues fo given 5 It is humbly Conceived, the Parliament did not intend 
the Lord Mayor fhould fell thofe Officers their Places, which hath been done. 

For, Firfi, Such Sales tend to the giving’greater Allowances to fuch Officers, 
and is already done. viz. To fome Officers five times, to others ten times 
more than is reafonable, or would be done for by others. 

II. It tends to Encourage Fraudulent diverting and Concealment of the faid 
Revenues, which hath already been pradis’d to the Poor Orphans great damage. 

III. It Emboldens thofe Officers to nrnke delays in their Offices, fo that 
they may the more eafily obtain Unallowed and Unreafonable Gratifications for 
difpatch of poor Orphans Affairs, which is often pradifed. 

IV. By Purchafe of their Offices, the Colledors and Accountants for the 
Orphans Revenues take their liberty to delay thdr Payments, and to make up 
theif; Accounts to the Orphans great lofs, by dark, private Managements ;be-. 
tween the Buyers and Sellers. 

VV It tends ( for the fake of Lucre) to the multiplying needlefs Offices* 
and was laft Year done in fetting up Two Governours and Twelve Rulers 
for Coal-heaving, whereby the Orphans were Damaged in their Revenue fome 
Hundred Pounds y befides their further damage, in Common withx>thers, by 
the Scarcity and High-price of Coals, above 5 s. in every Chaldron. 

V T It tends to the Garbling of the Ancient Legal Oaths, eftablifht to pre- 
vent Corruption in Officers, as may be proved in feveral of the faid Oaths. 

VI L The poor Orphans for fome time after the making of the Ad of Parlia- 
ment for their Relief, could difpofe of their Hundred Pound, for 6e-: 

venty Pound 5 but fince it being known that thefe Offices were Sold, and fuch 
Extravagant Allowances made to them that bought them, and the Pradices of 
•the Officers thereupon fo dilatory, and Dreading larger Allowances may here- 
after be given them, as hath lately been done, double to what they were before, 
fome of them have been necefiitated to fell their Hundred Pound for Forty. 

V I II. The Lord Mayor hath no necefiity (as is humbly conceived) to raife 
Money by the Sale of thefe, or indeed any other Offices or Places for the 
fupport of his State and Grandeur, in as much as he hath Incident to his Mayo- 
ralty, about Three Thoufand Pounds Per Annum, as may be made appear. 

If it ihall feem meet to .the Wifdom of this Honourable Houfe, that 
jour Humble Petitioners (hall appear again to fatisfie your Honours in the Truth 
of the Premifes. They humbly pray that a day may be fet them,- and that they 
may have the-Order of this Honourable Houfe to fend for Perfons, Books, arid 
Papers, 


