
The Poor ENGLISH Clergyman’s 

COMPLAINT: 
O R, A N 

INVECTIVE 
Againft the 

Admitting the Popifb Clergy to be Immediate Preachers in the 
CHURCH of ENGLAND. 

Bv S. D. an Experience Traveller, and Well-wiiher to 
the CHURCH’s Progrefs. 

jT 'JF E cannot but be fenfible of the many Reduc’d Clergy that are up and 
§ down thefe Kingdoms, efpeciaHy in England, by reafdn of the late Difc 

banding fo many, both of the Land and Sea Forces j and there are, no 
* ‘ * queftion, feveral others that came lately from the great elf part of 

all which are to this day deftituteof a competent Employ, having Families perhaps to main- 
tain befides themfelveSb Now I confefsit is wholly incumbent upon the Bifhop of London to 
make all poffible Provilion or intereft for thefe diftrefled Gentlemen, which as a kind Father, 
and faithful Steward of the Church, he all along endeavout’d to the utmoft of his Ability, 
either by entertaining them himfelf in Places under his own Jurifdi&ibo, or by recomm tid- 
ing them to others of his Brethren * but the Burthen lying too heavy upon his Lordfhip, by 
reafon of their great Number, I think his Brother Btfhop?, both o{ England and^ Inland, 
ought in Charity to bear a part with him in taking due care of thefe Worthy Men, rather 
than to entertain (o many of the Pope’s Out-caft, as they have fo unadvifedly done in this 
Kingdom in thefe our latter Days, to the unfpeakable Shame and Difgrace of the Church of 
England^ for this I can fafely depofite upon Oath, and bring feveral Hundreds to teftifie the 
fame, that I have found as 1 Travelled in this Country, many of thefe new (doubtful) 
Converts, in confiderabic Places and Stations in our Church*, and that they are for the 
moft part as great Debauchees as any of the Country they live in : Now what can be a 
greater Difcredit or Hvnderance to the Progrefs of the Church than the Admiflion of fuch 
Fellows ? 

And as to their Preaching, it is moft abominably fillythey are laugh’d and hifi’d at by 
all Judicious Men, and many times even by the Mobb, that hears them: for how can it 
be otherwife expected from fuch fort of People? We all well know (whatever they may 
pretend) that they are Men of no great Learning or Experience, having for the moft 
part of their Days convers’d hardly with any other thing than their Mafs-Book, the read- 
ing of which has been hitherto thought Qualification enough for a Popifh Prieft. In 
thorf, you that are competent Judges will find ’em upon the leaft Examination to be no 

other 



CO 
other than Poor, Weak, Empty VcfTtls, altogether unacquainted with our perfedt way of 
Teachiug • and others there arc that can hardly fpeak or write a tiue English Sentence, or 
read it well when it is let before them; arsd how that they can be rightly qualified to 
teach Us- Engltfi Men 1 fhall leave it to your felves to judge.In the next place you 
may be lure that they knew (from their very firfl: Setting forth ) as much of our 
Principles of R-digiar^ as they do now at their pretended Converfion ; and if the Church 
of Romt, bad got the upper hand of us in thele Kingdoms?, they would have leeri the 
Church of England laid in Duft and Afhes before ever they*d come near it, to Embrace 
it, or dtfign any other kindnefs to it, than a total Ruin or Deftrudiion of the fame; 
and the better to confirm this Belief in you, pray confider how few of them came over 
to us in the late Reign, to what there is coming now-a-days ; Befides it is to be prov’d 
that many of thefe Men that have been lately received, and that are ftill coming to be 
Minifters ia our Church, are nothing clfe but the very Dregs and Offifcouring of 
Purgatory, that i«, a People that is no longer to be entertained by the Roman Church 
by reafon of their often repeated Lewdnefs and Debaucheries: Now after all I muft con- 
fef-, altho’ many of them have been wicked Men, and have taught the People what 
they disbelieved themfelves, that their Converfion may be fincere enough, and that the 
encouraging of them in fome refpedta may be a means to lave thein, as well as the 
Souls of others, that is, if right methods are taken therein ; and I cannot find out a 
more effe&ual way for the Probation of the fincerity of fuch than immediately after theft 
admiflion into our Church, to fend them up and down the Kingdom (as Chrift did his 
Apoftles^ to convert their own Country Folks, and teach them in their own Language, 
and fo to allow each of them a Yearly competency, which may be eafily raifed by the 
Contributions of our Bilhops and other Benefic’d Clergy, and then according to their good 
Services, and the Teftfmony of a fincere Convtrfion, it would be but Juftice in us to re- 
ward them; and hereby, no doubt, there may in a little time a great advantage accrue 
to cur Flourilhing Church: but immediately to receive them into our Ecclefiaftical Li- 
vings upon an Oral Recantation, without any further Proof of them, is certainly a great 
overfighr, and in time may prove a greater prejudice to our Church than we are aware of. 
Befides, it is a great difencouragemenc to many worthy Gentlemen of our own Nation and 
Country, that have been all along bred and educated in our Univerfity, and that are want- 
ing Employ even at this time, to have fuch Men received and encouraged before rhem; Men 
that we know not where they were bred, or from whence they came, but only by a few 
Letters Teflimonial. v 

And now uponxthe whole, I would not have our Reverend Bifliops and Fathers of the 
Church take this amifs, or as defign’d to undervalue their Judgments, as if they knew not 
what they did ; no doubt their defign herein is very good and for the advantage and profperity 
of the Church, which/would prove efFe&ually Co, if the fame meafures were taken that 
are here propofed : But my chief defign in fending this Paper abroad, is to inform their 
Lordfhips with the general diffatisfaSion of the People, not only that they Chould be 
the Sheep of fuch Pallors, but that their own Sons, Friends, Relations, and Acquain- 
tance, that have been from their Gradies bred up Proteftants, and that have had their 
'lotum Vtftum bellow’d in" their Education for the Church’s Service, and that would ra^ 
ther die a thoufand Deaths than once revolt from their Faith, Ihould be wanting Bread, 
and others at the lame time received into good Benefices. 

F i N i s. 


