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1702. The Petition of Elianor fames to the 

LORDS Spiritual and Temporal 
Affembled in P A R LI A M E N T. 

Humbly Jheweth) 

H A T your Petitioner has alwas been an Innocent Woman 3 and not 
guilty of any of thofe Vile Things Oates afperfes her with 3 but has 
always been Zealous for the Peace and Welfare of Church and State, 
without being encouraged thereunto by the hopes of Gain , or to 

pleafe any Perform but purely for the Love of God, and the good of her Coun- 
try. And as for Ring Charles II. I loved him with a Suparlative Love 3 and all 
my„Defires to him werepThat heVould break off thofe Vices which chain’d 
that Great Prince: To this end it was I made continual Application to him3 
and his Clemency in hearing me 3 caus’d me to hope that he would be fo happy 
as to break through thofe Clouds, and fhine forth in Vertue : He did often 
condefcend to promife that he would do thofe things which would make him 
truly happy 3 but he delayed too long. And as I was to admonifti that Great 
Prince againft the Sin of the Fleft^ fo God prepared me for it by giving me 
fuch Innocence, that I never had fo much as an unchafte Defire towards King 
Charles or any other Man : And fince God has given me fuch Innocence, why 
fhould I be belyed by Oatesjor any body elfe. And it is very Uncharitable to bely 
the Dead 3 as Oates does in continually fcandalizing King Charles II. and he is fo 
wicked as to fpeak evil of the Word of God 3 which makes me not endure to fee 
him in a Canonical Habit. AndTuefday lafi: meeting Oates in the Court of Re- 
qtiejl, I faid to him. What do you do with the Robes of the Church, when 
you know your felf to be an Anahaptifl} To which he replyed, laughing, Ah 
good Woman. And I was pleas’d to fee him fo good humour’d, but little 
thought of the wickednefsof his Heart, for on afudden he ftruck me over the 
Head with his Cane with that Violence as if he would fplit my Brains, and he 
would have ftruck me again had not fome Gentlemen that flood by prevented 
him. 1 humbly entreat Your Lordfhips for the Love of God, and the Ho- 
nour of Religion, (to which he is a Scandal) to forbid him wearing the Gown, 
and order his Cane to be burnt, that it may be no more an Inftrument of Mifchief. 
And it is in Your Lordfhips Power to leflen his Penfion, and ’tis pity he fhould 
have 3001. per Annum, if part of that was given to poor Minifters Widows, it 
would glorify God, and bring a Blefling upon Your Lordfhips. Let not Your 
Lordfhips fear that B—ft 0— for he (hall Plot no more. Indeed, he was made 
an Inftrument to difcover the Popifh-plot, and had he kept to Truth, he might 
have done fome fervice 3 but telling Lies that the King knew to be fuch 3 made 
him not believe what might be true 3 and fo thought his Brother was injured and 
the jRoman-Catholicks 3 and that made the King let the Reins of Government 
more to his Brother than otherwife he would have done: Which gave the 
Duke great opportunities for promoting his own Caufe, which was the King’s 
Ruin, and his own too : So Oates was an Inftrument to carry the Plot on un- 
der a pretence of preventing it. And this is he whom fome has Idoliz’d as a 
Saviour of the Nation! 

I am fure there’s not any one can lay an ill thing to my charge 3 for when I 
had the Ear of King Charles II. I did not ufe the King’s Favour to the injury of 
any Perfon3 ^ut when any onedefiredme to do them any Good, I was as rea- 
dy to do it as they to defire it 3 and the King was fo gracious that he never failed 
them, whom I entreated him for. And ’tis the whole defire of my Soul that 
the whole Kingdom may be Happy, and that God’s Judgments may be averted 3 
for which reafon it is that I would not have Diflenters come into Government. 
I would have all have liberty to ferveGod, but under that pretence I would not 
have the Devil’s Kingdom promoted. 

That the Lord may give Tour Lordjhips Wtfdom to overcome the juhtilty of the 
Serpent, that you may be happy here and hereafter, fhall ever he the Prayer 

of Tour Lordfhips humble Servant and Souls well-wifher. 
ELIANOR JAMES, 


