
IDrumfries-Shire. 

'A C T for Maintenance of the Poor 
the Pariflies to which they belong, and punifljing 
and vagrant Beggars. 

idle 

T Drumfrics, the Twenty ninth Day of Oftober, One thoufand feven him- 
drcd and thirty (even Years, The Juftices of the Peace met at their Quarter-Seffions held this Day 
by Adjournment, having taken into their Confiderarion the Complaints made to them from the 
feverarCorners within their Jurifdi&ionj That notwithflanding the many good Laws made for the 
Maintenance of the Poor, and the fuppreffing of Beggars, Vagabonds and idle Perfbns ; Yet, that 
this Shire is grievoufly opprefled by Multitudes of ftrange and idle Beggars and other Vagabonds, 
and that the Poor who live within the feveral Parilhes are not duly provided for : AS ALSO, having 

taken into their ferious Confideration, the Report made by a Committee, appointed to confider the Gale of the Poor within 
the Shire, and to report their Opinion concerning proper Regulations to be propoled in Parliament, for the Sanction of the 
Legiflature, where the Laws in Being appear to be defe&ive .with-regard to Vagrants and Maintenance of the Poor ; THEY 
hereby approve of the .(aid Report in all the Heads thereof with fbme Qbfervations; and particularly, that an immediate 
Courfe fhould be taken with regard to Vagabonds and Stranger-Poor, their begging within the County, and for maintain* 
ing of the Poor, who, according to the feveral A$s of Parliament made in that Behalf, ought to be provided for within 
the feveral Parifhes where they have for fbme Time refided : And for that End, and for preventing the many grievous and 
notorious Difbrders and Abufes by the faid Vagabonds and other Beggars, wherewith honeft Honfholders, and Others wirjn'n 
the Shire, have of late been [much affli&ed, and which are; likely daily to increafe ( the neighbouring Counties having o f late 
applied themfelves to have the Laws put in Execution, to [keep their feveral Jurifdiciions clear of Vagabonds and Stranger- 
poor, whereby they will be naturally led to run in upon this County, and grievoufly opprefs the fame, if fbme Ipeedy Remedy 
ihall not, be put to the growing Evil; DO, in Virtue of the Powers committed to them by Law, Order and Appoint all idle 
and fturdy Beggars, Gypfies, Vagabonds, Sorners, Minfjrels, Songfters, Fortune-tellers, Jugglers, Sbipmcn, alledging 
themfelves to be Ship-broken (without they have fufficient Teftimonials ) and Others, defcribed by the 74th 
Pari. 6 th, James VI, intituled, Aft for pmnjhing ft range and idle Beggars^ and Relief of the Poor and Impotenty to 
depart forth of this Shire betwixt and the firft Day of January next, and to repair to the feveral Parifhes where 
they were born, or wherb they have had their Dwelling orRefidence for three Years laft pall, and to keep the 
ordinary Highways to the . fame ; with Certification, that all fuch idle, or ftranger poor Perfons, as fhall be found 
begging within this Shire after the (aid Firft Day of January next, (hall be feifced as Vagabonds, imprifoned, 
and fed with Bread and Vaster; and, if found begging a fecond Time, fhall otherwife be feverely punifhed, agreeable to the 
Dire&ions of taw in that aha et bthers- witWn this Shire, are Briftly prohibited to give any Aims ’ 
to fuch begging Vagabonds, other than Bread and Water; and every Period or Perfbns are hereby difcharged, underTre- 
tence of Charity, or any other Colour whatfoever, to give Money, Lodging, fee Houfes, or grant Relief to any fuch Vaga- 
bonds, under the Pains and Penalties to be infli&ed according to Law. And in order to the better Execution of the Law fbr- 
reprelfing of Vagabonds and idle Beggars, all Conftables are hereby required and commanded to feifce and apprehend fuch 
Perfons, wherever they are found within this Shire, and bring them before the next Magiftrate, Juftice or Juflices of the 
Peace, to whom it is recommended, that if he or they fhall find the Perfon or Perfbns fb brought before them, upon Trial ta- 
ken, to fall within the Defoription of the Law, to grant Warrant for imprifoning the faid Perfon or Perfons within the Tol- 
booth of-the Royal Burgh, locally fituated within the Presbytery where the faid Vagabond, ftrange or idle Beggar, fhall be 
feifced, there to remain, and to be fed upon Bread and Water, until they be liberate in due Courfe of Law. And in Regard 
fuch Vagabonds fo imprifon’d, may become a Burden upon the Burgh where they are imprifoned, the Juftices do declare that 
there fhall be paid to their refpe&ive Keepers of the Goals, Two-pence per diem for every Vagrant that fhall be imprifon’d, 
in Purfuance of the Dire&ions ofthe Laws and A$s oi Parliament, upon which this prefent A St is founded, and that Con- 
ilables and others, upon Application made to the Quarter-feflions, and fufficient Vouchers produced, that they have been at 
extraordinary Trouble and Expence, lhall be gratified and enconraged,.according to the Nature of the Service performed by 
them. And for the Provilion of the Poor within the County, do hereby appoint, That exa$: Lifts be made up within 
every Parifli of the aged, impotent and indigent Perfbns, who have neither Means to fupport themfelves, nor are in Con- 
dition to earn their Bread by Induftry and Labour; and that after Trial taken into their Condition and Wants, the Per- 
fons intitled to Maintenance fhall either have Badges, or proper Certificates, given them by the Heritors and Kirk-Seffions, 
or fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhall appoint, whereby they fhall be authorised to ask Alms for their Subfiftence with- 
in the Bounds of the Parifh only, or otherwife the Parifh may in their Option ftent and aftefs fhemfelves according to Law, 
for the Support of the faid Poor ; with Certification, that if any Poor fhall go begging without their own Parifh, they 
(hall forfeit the Benefit ofthe Maintenance to be allowed to them ; AS ALSO, that if any who are put into the Cha- 
rity Rolls of the Parifh, keep their Children at home, without going< to Service, when they.are capable of it, they fhall 
be ftruck out of the faid Rolls : And the Juftices of the Peace do hereby earneftly recommend it to all Heritors, Kirk-Seffions 
and others, to join in having this A6i put to due Execution, and from Time to Time to lay before the Quarter-Seffions, 
fuch Propofals as to them fhall feem reafonable for attaining the laudable and good Ends propofed by this A<ft, which 
the Juftices will examine, and be ready to concur with, in as far as by the ftanding Laws they are enabled : And the 
Juftices do appoint this A& to be printed and publifhed at the refpe&ive Market-Croftcs of Drumfries, Annan, Locbmaben, 
and Sanquhar% and Copies to be font to the Minirters of the feveral Parifhes within this Shire, to be read by the Precentors 
before the Difiblution of the Congregation from the Forenoon’s Sermon ; and ordain the foveral Precentors to report a Cer- 
tificate of their Diligence, with Certification, fift. E>Mrafted by JO, HYND. 
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