
A PARTICULAR AND AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT OF 

30NAPART 
Previous to his Departure in the Northumberlandy on the 1[th of August, 1815. 

With a Description of the Island of ST. HELENA, 
THE PLACE OF HIS FUTURE RESIDENCE. 

THE Northumberland failed,from Portf- 
mouth on Friday,' and on nearing Tor- 

bay on Sunday, perceived two line of battle 
fhips approaching her, which proved to be the 
Bellerophon, with Bonaparte on boards and the 
Tonnant with Lord Keith. The Northum- 
berland hailed, and kfked after Bonaparte, who, 
(he was informed, had not come out of his 
cabin for fome days. The fhips came to an 
anchor off Tot bay. General Bertrand went 
firft on board the Tonnant, where he dined 
with Lord Keith and Sir George Cockburne. 
At dinner Sir George gave him a general ex- 
planation of his inftructions with refpect to 
Bonaparte ; one of which was, that his bag- 
gage muft be infpected before it was received 
on board the Northumberland. Bertrand ex-' 
prefsed his opinion ftrongly again ft. the mea- 
f«re of fending the Emperor (as he and all the 
fuite ftyle him) to St. Helena, when his wilh 
and expectations were to live quietly in Eng- 
land under the protection of the Englifli laws. 
Lord Keith and Sir George Cockburne did 
not enter into any difcuflion upon the fubject. 
After dinner, Lord Keith and Sir George 
Cockburne, accompanied by Bertrand, went 
©n board the Bellerophon. Previoufly to their 
arrival, Bonaparte’s arms and piftdls had been 
taken away from him—not without confidera- 
ble altercation and objections on the part olj the 
Freiich^officers. Thofe who were not to ac- 
company him were fent on board the Eurotas 
frigate, They expreffed great reluctance at 
the feparation, particularly the poliih officers;. 
Bonaparte took leave of them individually, 
A Colonel Piftowfki, a Pole, was peculiarly 
defirous of accompanying him. H6 had re- 
ceived 17 wounds in the fervice of Bonaparte, 
and faid he would ferve in any capacity, how- 
ever meniali if he could be allowed to go with 
him to St. Helena. The orders for fending 
off the Polifh officers were peremptory, and he 
was removed to the Eurotas. Savary and 
Lallemand, however, were not among thofe 
fent on board the frigate—-thev xwere left in 
the Bellerophon. When Lord Keith and Sir 
George Cockburne went on board the Bellero- 
phon, Bonaparte was upon deck to receive 
them, dreffed in a green coat with red facings, 
two epaulets, white waiftcoat and breeches, 
fdk ftoekings, the ftar of the legion of honour, 
and a chapeau bras, with the three coloured 
cockade. His face is remarkably plump, and 
his head rather bald upon the top. After the 
tifual falutations, Lord Keith, addreffing 
himfelf to Bonaparte, acquainted him with his 
intended transfer from the Bellerophon to the . 

^ Northumberland. Bonaparte immediately pro- 
tefted with greats vehemence againft this act of 
the Brjtifh government: he did not expect it, 
h§ dicf not concejve that any poffible objection 
could be made to his reficfing in England quiet- 
ly for the reft of his life. . One of Bonaparte’s 
officers, the nephew of Jofephine Beauharnois, 

• his'firft wife, complained that faith had not 
been kept with the emperor, who expected 
to refide with his fuite in Great Britain. Bo- 
naparte afked Lord Keith’s advice. His lord- 
ftiip merely replied, that he had to obey the 
orders he had received from his government. 
Bonaparte then defired another interview with 
his Ibrdfhip. Lord Keith declined it, alledg- 

v; ing that it could not but be unfatisfactory—-he 
had no difcretion—his fate could not be altered. 
An officer who flood near him,faid-—“ You 
would have been taken if you had remained at 
Rochefort another hour, and fent off to Paris.” 
Bonaparte turned his eyes upon the fpeaker, 
but did rot anfwer a word. He next addref- 
sed himfelf to Sir G. Cockburne, and afked 
feveral queflions about St Helena. “ Is there 
any" hunting or Unvoting there—Where am I 
to refide?” He then abruptly changed the 
fubject, and burft into more invectives againft 
the government, to which no anfwer was re- 
turned. He then exprefsed fome indignation 

T: at being ‘*yled general—laying “ You have 
fent ambufladors to me as a fovereign poten- 
tate—you have acknowledged me as firft con- 

r fuL” He took a great deal of fnuff whilft 
'♦^taking. After reminding him that the Nor- 

thum.-oerland’s barge would come for him at 
10 oh (tSfonday morning. Lord Keith and Sir 
George Cockburne retired. 

Early on Monday morning Sir George 
Cockburne went on board the Bellerophon to 
fuperintend the inflection of Bonaparte’s bag- 
gage ; it confifted of two fervices of plate, fe- 

I vefal articles in gold, a fuperb toilet of plate, 
books, beds, &c. They were all fent on board 
the Northumberland about 11 o’clock. 1 At 
half part 12, Lord Leith, in the barge of the 

f Tonnant, went on board the Bellerophon to 
receive Bonaparte, and thofe who were to ac- 
company him. Bonaparte, before their arri- 
val and afterwards, addrefsed himfelf to Capt. 
Maitland and the officers of the Bellerophon. 
After defcending the ladder into the" barge, he 
pulled off his Hat to them' again. Lord Keith 
received in the barge the following perfonages: 

f—Bonaparte ; Gen. Bertrand and Madame 
Bertrand, with their children; Count and 
Countefs-Montholon and child; Count Lasca- 
sas, Gen. Gorgaud; nine men and three wo- 
men fervants. Bonaparte’s furgeon refufed to 
accompany him ; upon which the furgeon of 
the Bellerophon offered to fupply his place. 

About twelve, the Tonnant’s barge reached 
the Northumberland. Bertrand ftepped firft 
upon deck ; Bonaparte next, mounting the 
fide of the fhip with the activity of a feaman. 
The marines were drawn opt and received him, 
but merely as a general, prefenting arms to 
him. He pulled off his hat. As foon as he 
yvas upon deck, he said to Sir Geo. Cockburne 
—“ Je fuis a vos ordresi” He bowed to Lord 
Lowther and Mr Lyttleton, who were near 
the admiral, and fpoke to them a few words, 
to which they replied. To an officer he faid, 
“ In what corps do you fetve ?” The officer 
replied, “ in the artillery;” Bonaparte imme- 
diately rejoined—“ I was originally in that 
fervice myfelf.” After taking leave of the 
officers who had .accompanied him from the 
Bellerophon, and embracing the nephew of 
Josephine, who was not going to St. Helena, 
he went into the after-cabin, where, befides 
his principal companions, were affembled 
Lord Keith, Sir G. Cockhurn, Lord Low- 
ther, the Hon. Mr Lyttleton, &c. 

Bertrand afked what we fhould have- done 
had we taken Bonaparte at fea ? As we are 
doing now, was the reply. Lord Keith took, 
leave in the afternoon of Bonaparte, and re- e 
turned on board the Tonnant. Lord Lowther 
and the Honourable Mr Lyttleton now enter- 
ed into very earneft converfation with him, 
which continued for two hours. As he was 
Very communicative, and feemed defirous of a 
very free converfation with thefe two accom- 
plifhed young noblemen,, they availed them- 
felves of the opportunity, and entered into a 
review of much of his condufl. We under- 
ftand that they afked him how he came to com- 
mit the impolicy of attacking Spain—-the mo- 
tives for the Berlin and Milan decrees—the 
war againft Ruffia—the refufal of the terms of 
peace offered him before the firft capture of Pa- 
ris, &c. To all thofe queftions we hear he 
gave full anfwers, not avoiding but rather en- 
couraging the difcuffion. 

Bonaparte was afked his opinion of the Brit- 
ifh infantry. Bonapaite—“Long wars make 
good foldiers; the cavalry of both nations he 
faid was excellent; our artillery had derived 
much improvement from the French.” Of 
the Duke of Wellington he feemed to avaid 
giving any opinion. To a queftion about Louis 
the 18th. Bonaparte—“ He is a good fort of 
man, too food of the table and of pretty fay- 
ings. He is not calculated for the French.-— 
The Duchefs of Angouleme is the only man in 
the family. The French muft have fuch a man 
as myfelf.” One of his attendants, Bertrand, 
we believe, gave his opinion of the Emperor of 
Ruffia, that he was a good man; his heart 
better than his head ; but that he did not think 
him a great ma'n. Bonapaite, taking a pinch '' 
of fnuff, and inclining his head almoft into the 
face of the fpeaker, replied—Ni mot non plus 
(nor I neither.) 

Of th* Prince Regent he fpoke in the high- 
eft terms, adding, that he was the only fove- 
reign in Europe that had been confident, con- 
ftant, and vigorous ; that it was he who had 
been the real caufe of defeating all his defigns 
and deftroying his power. 

At the expiration of two hours Lord Low- 

ther- and Mr Lyttleton took leave of him and 
went afhore. 

His cabin in the Northumberland is fitted 
up with great elegance. His bed is peculiarly 
handfoiqe, and the linen upon it very fine.— 
His toilet is of filver. Among other articles 
upon it is a magnificent fnuff-box, upon which 
is emboffed in gold an eagle with a crown, fly- 
ing from Elba ta the coaft of France. 

DESCRIPTION QF ST. HELENA. 
The island of St. Helena is fituated in that 

part of the southern Atlantic called the JEthi- 
opic Ocean, about a thoufand miles to the 
fouthward of the equinoctial line, and nearly 
at the fame diftance from the weftem fliore of 
Africa. It was firft difcovfered by the Portu- 
guefe in ’1508," who falling in with it on the 
21ft. gf May, which js the feaft of St. Helen, 
gave it that name. Its remote appearance is that 
of a blue mountain, ragged and depreffed at the 
extremities, and rifing very high towards the 
middle parts. From its great elevation, and 
the purity of the furrounding atmofphere, it is 
feen at the diftance of 70 or 80 miles. On a 
nearer approach, the land appears more rag*- 
ged and uneven, and fpems only an irregular 
heap of broken rocks and hills, which, riling 
abrupt and perpendicular from the water’s 
edge, fpire up to a great height, and form, 
in feveral places, ftupendous overhanging cliffs, , 
divided from each other. by very narrow val- 
leys or deep irregular chafms. Nothing in na- 
ture can he imagined more barren and difmal 
than the afpect of thofe hills and their declivi- 
ties, as viewed from the-fea. They are black, 
rugged, and mouldering, without any tree, 
fhrub, or trace of verdure; and the wild inhos- 
pitable appearance of the ifland, makes the re- 
motenefs and folitude of its fituatioh appear 
ftill more forlorn and wretched. 

The whole coaft defcribes an irregular in- 
dented line, which from point to point mea- 
fures 28 miles in circumference. The great- 
eft length, of the ifland is 10 miles and its 
greateit breadth between 6 and 7. The hills 
neareft the fea are From 8 to 12 and 1400 feet 
in height. Thofe inland rife much higher; 
and Diana’s Peak, the moft elevated part of 
the ridge, which runs from S. W. to N. E. is 
.2692 feet above the-level of the ocean. 

The ifland is acceffible only at one particular 
fpot, where the town is erected, in a valley, 
at the bottom of the bay, between two fteep 
dreary mountains. The buildings, both pub- 
lic and private are plain but neat. Thp coun- 
try, however, in the interior is far from being 
barren. Diana’s Peak is covered with vfoodg* 
to the very top, and the little hills wit^ rich 
verdure, interfperfed with fertile valhVs, which 
contain gardens, orchards, and various plan- 
tations. 

The valleys are watered Ly rivulets ; and 
the mountains, in the centre, of the ifland, are 
covered with wood. Tha foil, which covers 
the rocks and mountains, is, in general, a 
rich mould, from fix fio ten inches deep, cloth- 
ed with a variety of plants ard fhrubs. The t 

walks of peach-trees are loaded with fruit, 
which have a peculiarly rich flavour; but the 
other European fruit trees and vines, which 
have been planted here, dp not fucceed. Cab- 
bages, arid other greens, thrive Extremely well* 
but are devoured by the caterpillars ; as are the 
barley, and other kinds of g'rain, by the tats, 
which are very numerous. The ground, fof 
thefe reafons, is laid out chiefly in paftures, the 
verdure of which, A ,* iirprifing ; and the 
ifland can fupport 300o head of their fmall 
cattle. ' They have Kngtilh fheep here, and a 
Imall breed of horfes, with goats and rabbits. 
Their fowls are riny^pheafants, red-legged par- 
tridges, rice-birds, pigeons, See. of fome of 
which the breed i s indigenous, hut others have 
b$en brought h orn Europe, Africa, and the 
East Indies. 

The ifland -is held by the Britiffi East India 
Company. L’he number OfinhAoitants does not 
exceed 20QI), including near 500 foldiers, and 
about 600 {laves, who are fupplied with ail forts 
of manufactures by the company’s Ihips, in re? 
turn for refreftiments; many of the flaves are em- 
ployed in catching fiih, which are very plentiful. 
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