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7#f? C A S E of William Morley, Merchant, 

One of the late Directors oj the South-Sea Company. 

IN 1717- Mr. Morley was chofen one of theDire£tors of the faid Company3 and fbon after that 
Election (as the Cuftom had always been in that, and moft other Companies) the Dire&ors 
were divided into Committees, for the more eafy Difpatch of the Company sBufmefs ; 

ACommittee ofTreafury Buying—Shipping—Accompts—And Correfponience. 

Mr. Morley was appointed one of the Committee of Shipping, theBufinefs of which intirely relates 
to the Trade of the Company-, and the Affairs of the Calh, Stock, and other Matters, were nego- 
tiated by the other proper Committees: And in Truth, did not concern hi mfelf with the Afiairs 
of any other ; nor was he privy to any of the Schemes of Railing or Falling of Stock or Subfcri- 
ntions; or to any Stock being taken in, or given, for any Service, or to any Perlon whatloever 5 
nor of the Increafe or Decreafe of any of the Money Sublcriptions, from the Sams declared at the 
General Courts but was perfedly ignorant of thofe Prates. 

Mr Morley, during all the Time of his being aDireftor, has neither bought nor fold any Stock 
or Subfcriptions (fave only 200 A of the latter, at a Profit of no more than 200 A) to fupply his 
neceffary Occafions *, and is fo far from gaining by the Scheme, that he is reduced from a mode- 
rate Fortune, to a ftreight Subfiftance-, as appears by the Inventory of his EJtate, delivered upon 
Oath, and now before this Honourable Houfe. 

He hath hitherto preferved an unblemifhed Reputation, and has neither a£ted or promoted any 
thing to the Prejudice of the Publickin this Scheme, nor fhared or partook of any of the Advan- 
tages thereof. 

He therefore, hopes, he {hall not be involved in the Guilt of the Perfons who have been the 
Real Authors of the Mifmanagement of this Scheme, and are thereby fallen under the Refentment 
of this Honourable Houfe * but that he (hall be diftinguifhed m, or excepted out of, the Bill now 
depending, as an Innocent Perfon. 

I. For, if the Bill now depending, paffes into a Law, The Innocent will be puniftied for the 
Crimes of the Guilty. 

II. For that there are Inftances of unwarrantable Afts done by fome particular Directors of 
Companies, for which thofe Directors only have been punifhed. 

III. For that it is notorious, that the South-Sea Scheme was projected and carried on by afmall 
Number of Perfons, with whom Mr. Morley was not coniiderable enough to have any In- 
tereft. 

IV. For that any one Member that voted at a General Court, for the Approbation of the 
ACts of the Directors (as ’tis evident many not only did, but alfo returned them Thanks) 
might, with equal Juftice, be efteemed a Criminal, as a Dire&or in the Situation and Cir- 
cumftance of the faid William Morley. 

AH which is Humbly Submitted to the great Juftice and Con- 
[deration of this Honourable Houfe. 

h-vi 


