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Immortalised in Song and Story. 

With a Healthy Reputation since 1860. 

The 

"Dear Kilbaigie" 

CREAMY OLD 

SCOTCH WHISKY 

Sole Proprietors: 

D. M cV EI v H & CO. 

18, A4oss Street, PillSL F Y 
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An Unbeaten Record for Over Half a Century. 
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MARMALADE 
The absolutely Pure Marmalade. 

Holds the above Distinction. 

Selected Fruit and Pure White Sugar. Nothing else. 

Messrs. JAMES ROBERTSON &SONS 
Preserve Manufacturers Ltd. 

PAISLEY, MANCHESTER, BRISTOL & LONDON 
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TELEPHONE 2823 ESTABLISHED 1838. 

A ndrew  1 son 
  - & SON, LTD.  

Restaurateurs, Bakers 

and Pastrycooks 
Wedding Cake Specialists. 

All kinds of Purveying undertaken. 

Noted for all kind: of Patiserrie )& Cream Goods. 
"Maltana" Malt Bread and our own special 

" Bran " Bread. All varieties of Dessert <&) other Ices. 

Agents in West of Scotland for R. M. Scott (Ipswich) 
Ltd. special dietetic Preparations including Glutal =_ 
and Charcoal biscuits recommended by the medical =_ 
profession for the relief of diabetes, dyspepsia, etc. 

Also selling" Eneygen " Bread and Flour for diabetic troubles. 

  Dining & Tea Rooms. 

Convenient Hall for Wedding and other Parties. 

Branches at-100, GLASGOW RD., PAISLEY. 

22, COCHRANE ST., BARRHLAD and 

199, PAISLEY RD., CARDONALD. 

16, High Street Paisleyf  
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BE UP-TO-DATE: Have the Latest & Best 

The discerning traveller carries 

B & T Brand Travel Goods 

For quality and 

appearance, they 

have no equal. 

BAG and 

TRUCK 

STORES 

WE HOLD STOCKS 

of 

Cabin & Imperial 

Trunks, 

Suit Cases, 

Dress Cases, 

Attache Cases, 

for immediate delivery. 

52, High Street, PAISLEY 
TELEPHONE 2771. 

Make Our Factory Your Warehouse. 
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SPORTS GOODS 

fO A as under. 

•••: " ice'A- AV Complete Tennis 

Court Outfits. 

`iiiii'`-_ Tennis Racquets, 

s A ; R Covers, Presses, 
AT_C • - •\ TRH -  

Balls :: Nets. 

=JAMES LANG & CO. 
45, High Street, Paisley 

Swimming 
t- 

Requisites 

Polo Balls,-• - -
Caps, 
Slips, 
Costumes, J 

Footballs, 
Shin Guards, 

Football 
Boots, 
Studs .. Y 

Elastic` 
Hosiery for 

Athletes. a 

MeasurementsJVr 
taken on the 

Premises   

•nmuununuununmm•uunuuuuuunuuuuuuunuuullunuluuuuuununluuuunnunuuuuulnunnuununununnunnnuul 
4 



JIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIilllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll• 

Illustrated Histories = 
OF 

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET 

GLOUCESTERSH I RE 

COUNTY CRICKET 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET 

KENT COUNTY CRICKET 

SOMERSET COUNTY CRICKET 

By F. S. Ashley-Cooper 

I/-- each 1/I post free 

G. W. MAY, Publisher, 

29 John Street, Bedford Row. London, W. C. I 
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Histories 
OF 

Football Clubs. 

QUEEN'S PARK 

RA ITH ROVERS 

ST. MIRREN 

SOUTHAMPTON 

SUNDERLAND 

6d. each. Post free 7d. 

G. W. MAY, Publisher 

29, John Street, Bedford Row, 

London, W.C.I. 
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A. L. WADDELL 

14rtist, Photographer : • 

and Pitrture .Frame Maker. - 

2 Well Meadow, PAISLEY 
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HOTELS. 
An Illustrated Tariff Booklet will be sent Free on application 

to the following Hotels:— 
BOURNEMOUTH The Merton 
CHEDDAR The Cliff Hotel 
DEVONPORT Royal Hotel 
FALMOUTH Boscawen Hotel 
FALMOUTH The Hydro Hotel 
FALMOUTH Pentargan Hotel 
LLANDRINDOD WELLS Lansdowne Private Hotel 
LOWESTOFT Grand Hotel 
PAIGNTON Balholm Private Hotel 
PAIGNTON Esplanade Hotel 
PAIGNTON The Rantleh Hotel 
PAINGTON Tembani 
PENZANCE The Western Hotel 
RYE George Hotel 
SANDOWN, I.W. Sandringham Hotel 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA .. St. Anne's Hotel 
SEA VIEW I.W .. Sea View Hotel 
SHANKLIN, I.W. Channel View Hotel 
TORQUAY Nepaul Private Hotel 
TORQUAY Queen's Hotel 
"TORQUAY Roslin Hall Private Hotel 
TRURO Red Lion Hotel 
V ENTNOR The Marine Private Hotel 
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA The Overclitf'Hotel 
WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA Palmeira Towers Hotel 
WESTWARD HO The Torridge Hotel 
WEYMOUTH Crescent House Private Hotel 
WEYMOUTH Hotel Burdon 
WEYMOUTH The Gloucester Hotel 
WEYMOUTH The Victoria Hotel 
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TO ALL PARTS ABROAD, Book at 

PASSAGES TO 

Canada, U.S.A., Australia, 

New Zealand, Africa and 

the Colonies. 

1st, 2nd & 3rd Class. 

Early Sailings. Lowest Fares. 

OFFICIAL 

E.S.AGAGENCY AII  Lineus 
1, Moss Street, Paisley Cross. 

TOURS. FOREIGN MONEY EXCHANGE. 

If you desire nomination to or if your friends have 
nominated you to Australia or New Zealand, this 
Agency will advise you and conduct all your 
arrangements `Free of Charge. 

Free Passages to Domestics. Assisted 
Passages to Land Workers Arranged. 

Also Nominated and Repaid Passages to Canada. 

Consult us now for full particulars of Settlement -_ 
Abroad. 

E.S.A. AGENCY,1 Moss St., Paisley Cross 
Phone 2701. 
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The History of the 

5t. Mirren 

Football Club 

By 

R. M. CONNELL. 

SIXPENCE. 
I< pC T 

•® 1924 

E3 Uri 

PUBLISHED WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE CLUB 

BY =_ 

GEORGE W. MAY 

29, JOHN STREET, BEDFORD ROW, -_ 

LONDON, W.C.I. 
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TRAVF..,L 
BY 

RAIL OR SEA 
TICKETS ISSUED 
BY L.M.S. RAILWAY 
AND CONNECTING 
LINES TO ALL 
PARTS of SCOTLAND 

ENGLAND AND THE 
CONTINENT. 

OCEAN TICKETS BY 

ALL PRINCIPAL 

LINES TO AFRICA, 
AUSTRALIA, 

CANADA, INDIA, 

SOUTH AMERICA, 
U.S.A., Etc. Etc 

Foreign Money EXCHANGED 
BAGGAGE Forwarded Insured 

Picnic and 
Excursion 
Parties 
Arranged. 

ReducedFares by Tours and 
Rail or Steamer. Cruises, 
Particulars on British and 

Application. Continental. 

STEWART'S 
22, Wellmeadow, PAISLEY 

Tourist and 
Shipping Offices 

TELEPHONE No. 3350. 
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The St. Mirren Football Club 

THE love of sport in Paisley is a heritage handed 
down from generation to generation. As a 
sporting community, the town of bobbins and 

thread, of bards, weavers, and famous athletes, Paisley 
yields pride of place to no other town of its size. 
Long before football had become the rage, a Paisley 

s ̀ ped " had attracted world-wide attention to the town 
by his brilliant record achievements on the running 
track. Old-timers relate with pride how W. G. George, 
the finest distance runner England had produced, was 
tempted to renounce his amateur status to match his 
powers against Willie Cummings. As an apprentice 
engineer, Wm. Jeffrey—to give Cummings his real 
name had walked daily to and from the famous ship-
yard at Fairfield, to harden the muscles that carried his 
slim frame from one triumph to another. Cummings 
won the rubber of the three contests between the pair 
over one, four and ten miles, for X200 and a 
X50 gold watch gifted by Sir John D. Astley. 
In the deciding race at Lillie Bridge, the peer-
less Cummings lowered the ten-miles record to 
51 mins. 65 secs. unpaced. 
" Cutty " Smith and Bob Hindle, who 

afterwards trained the St. Mirren players for 
more than twelve years, were contemporary 
with Cummings. Hindle handled many not-
able athletes and footballers in his day, and 
was a personality when he held the pistol at 
amateur sports gatherings in the West of 
.Scotland. 

One's memories of Association football in Paisley are 
linked with the names of St. Mirren, Abercorn, Dykebar 
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Academicals, Olympic, Paisley Athletic and Paisley 
Hibernian. None of the rival clubs ever attained to the 
position of St. Mirren. The grim struggles between 
Abercorn and the " Saints," witnessed a ferment of 
excitement in the town every time they met, and 
parallelled for fierceness of contact the recurring struggles 
between Paisley's champion team and Greenock Morton. 
Abercorn is now no more, but its players were doughty 
Renfrewshire Cup Champions five times, beginning 
1885-86 and ending 1891-92. 
There were only four clubs in the county—Busby, 

Renfrew, Thornliebank, and 23rd R.R.V.—when the 
St. Mirren Football Club came into existence nine years 
after Queen's Park F.C. had set the new fashion in 
outdoor sport. Like many other football organisations 
the " Saints " were cradled in a Rugger atmosphere. 
The fifteen Rugby players who laid the foundation of 
the club in 1876 were the means of spreading the game 
of the round ball to other parts of Renfrewshire. After 
one year's trial of the Rugby game, the pioneer " Saints " 
fell under the magnetic spell of the Association game 
that grips men so the world over. As an Association 
club, St. Mirren flourished. 

In its first year, when the youths who favoured the 
" Carrying " code took possession of a field for which 
no rent was paid, the income was only £2. An idea of 
the gigantic strides made since was revealed by the 
Scottish Cup between St. Mirren and Rangers on 9th 
February, 1924 at Love Street Grounds, Paisley, when 
the previous record attendance return of 35,290 persons 
(paid), established on 3rd September 1921 in a match 
when the same clubs were concerned, was broken. The 
occasion was also notable for the opening of the new 
grand stand. The new record is 40,291 persons (paid) 
and the money drawn was X1,682, exclusive of Govern-
ment Entertainment Tax. 
The Cup game ended in a victory for the champions of 

the Scottish Football League by 1 goal to 0. In spite 
of the circumstance that within a comparatively brief 
period the strength of the St. Mirren team had been 
weakened by the transfer to Nottingham Forest, Cardiff 

12 
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City and Sunderland, respectively, of three players of 
tophole class in Duncan Walker (centre-forward), 
Denis Lawson (right wing forward), and William Clunas 
(right half). In the season of 1921-22 Walker broke the 
Scottish League goal scoring record when he obtained 

45 goals in 38 matches. He scored four 
times in each of three matches, and twice 
in succession. In the previous season, 
Hugh Ferguson, the Motherwell centre-
forward, scored 42 goals in 36 League 
matches. The burden of the cost of the 
capacious new ground and stand were 
responsible for the transfer of Lawson and 
Clunas. The sturdily-built right winger 
was a big favourite in the town and had 
played against England at Hampden Park 
in 1923. 

Thistle Park was the headquarters of St. Mirren when 
the club blossomed into existence in 1876. A lease was 
taken of the ground at Shortroads the following year. 
The next move was to Abingdon Park, but the Saints 
returned to Thistle Park and there they remained until 
the completion of more ambitious headquarters at 
Westmarch. About the period when the second tenancy 
of Thistle Park was acquired, the Thornliebank, Arthurlie 
and Cartvale clubs were at their best. Many famous 
players were reared in these clubs. Cartvale introduced 
John McCartney, the Portsmouth F.C. manager to 
football. Years before he became manager of the 
St. Mirren club, Mr. McCartney was a sterling back in 
the ranks of Glasgow Thistle, Cowlairs and Rangers. 
The village club of Busby also produced Michael 
Dunbar of Celtic, and Bobby Calderwood, who leapt 
into fame as an International forward against England 
in 1885. 
A permanent relic of St. Mirren's early acquaintance 

with Cup football is a silver cup, presented by Mr. T. 
C. Barlow, the London pyrotechnic artist, who gifted 
the trophy to the winner of a match between the 
Alexandra Athletic Club and St. Mirren. The game took 
place on 5th November, 1881, and was won by St. Mirren 

14 



N 

Aug 

aq ^ 
00 '—' U 00 P, t  

r mm 
c cc 

U Cd 

•• o 
cox c• 

•a 
•• yv U 

,oaCd0 
;u 

¢ o a 

•cM 0  

U• ̀d HP, o 
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by 5 goals to 1. The names of the winning team are 
inscribed on the trophy. The players were : J. Burgess 
(goal) : D. Marshall and H. Wilson (backs) : T. Arrol 
and J. Paterson, captain (halfbacks) : A. Wallace, 
G. Watt, J. Davis, J. Campbell, J. Johnstone and 
J. Imrie (forwards). The Alexandra Athletic Club has 
long been defunct. It was one of the early sports-holding 
clubs of Glasgow and gave to football in George Ker, 
who gained lasting renown in the ranks of Queen's Park, 
one of the greatest shooting centre-forwards the game 
ever produced. A knee injury terminated Ker's career, 
in 1884, when he settled in America. 

In 1882-83 St. Mirren gladdened the hearts of Paisley 
enthusiasts by winning the Renfrewshire Cup in the 
fifth year of the competition. Thornliebank held the 
trophy the first two years of its existence and Arthurlie 
were champions the following two seasons. The men 
who proved the forerunners of many subsequent victori-
ous teams in the county competition were : D. Drinnan 
(goal) : D. Marshall and D. Mc. Phee (backs) : John 
Paterson and James Kerr (substitute for R. White) 
(half-backs) : James Imrie, Tom Johnstone, Andrew 
Wallace, Robert Fairlie, GeorgeWatt and Andrew Brown_ 
Among several new players recruited from the second 

eleven, big " Andy " Brown and Robert Fairlie had 
improved the efficiency of the team considerably. By 
a strange coincidence, one of the regular half-backs, 
R. White, sustained a fractured leg at work and could 
not take his place in the first final when Thornliebank 
were vanquished. The following year, in the second of 
the four games which were played ere St. Mirren disposed. 
of Thornliebank in the succeeding final, White again 
had the bad luck to have a leg broken. 

There are thousands of supporters of St. Mirren in 
Paisley who remember the auspicious opening of West-
march Ground in August, 1883, when the club had the 
distinction to lower the colours of Queen's Park by 
2 goals to 1. 
The thrilling struggles between Thornliebank and-

St. Mirren in the county tournament in that first season 
at Westmarch, when it took four games to separate the-
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rivals, in the final, gained fresh adherents to the club. 
The real big stride forward in the history of the club 
dates from those early days at Westmarch. 
A few years of uneventful happenings preceded the 

1887-88 season, when public attention was focussed on 
Paisley by a wonderful series of brilliant games between 
Heart of Midlothian and St. Mirren in the fourth round 
of the Scottish Cup. A draw at Tynecastle (1-1) was 
followed by another at Paisley (2-2). The neutral 
ground of the Falkirk Club was the scene of the rubber 
game, and still the issue hung in the balance, as each 
team scored twice. A decision was reached at the fourth 
attempt, at Cathkin Park, when St. Mirren won through 
by 4 goals to 2. 

Such a fine performance as the overthrow of the 
Hearts, established St. Mirren as probable Cup-winner, 
but fate was against them in the next round when that 
grand old club Renton, then in the zenith of its fame, 
won a desperately contested game by 3 goals to 2 and 
ran into the final to defeat Cambuslang by the record. 
score of 6 goals to 1. Cambuslang won the Glasgow Cup 
in that first season of the competition, and Renton 
carried off the handsome Glasgow Charity Cup for the 
fourth year in succession. 

Renton enjoyed a world-wide reputa-
tion at the time and its team comprised 
several of the most celebrated players 
of the day, including Andrew Hannah, 
James Kelly, Robert Kelso, James Me 
Call and Harry and John Campbell. 
Renton beat West Bromwich Albion, 
holders of the English Cup in a match 
for the " Championship of the world," 
and as they also conquered Preston. 
North End, the runners-up, they could 
claim to have been the best team of 

the day. In the light of Renton's performances, the 
standard to which St. Mirren had attained, was a credit. 
to the town and a tribute to the training of Bob Hindle. 
The bull-dog grip of the Saints was a feature of the 

1888-89 season when the team did not lose a match 
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Photo by Opening of New Greater Love Street Ground, 3rd September, 1921. D. L. Stewart 
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until the last Saturday of 1888, when Dumbarton_ 
blasted their hopes of winning the Scottish Cup by 
3 goals to 1, after two drawn games. The deciding 
struggle took place at Ibrox Park, and produced a. 
brilliantly contested game, with the result in doubt until 
the last ten minutes. The losers were handicapped by 
the absence of Robert Brandon, the centre-forward, 
who was injured in the second match at Westmarch. 
The rearrangement of the forwards, with Brown in the 
centre, and Ferguson, once of Partick Thistle, on the 
left, was not a success. Hunter at left back, who quite 
eclipsed his more renowned partner, Tom Brandon, and 
Eddie McBain at centre half, were outstanding successes. 
Ralph Aitken was chiefly responsible for Dumbarton's 
triumph. This droll little left winger, who played 
against England, had two of the goals, and Jack Bell, 
the other one. John Madden, Leitch Keir, George 
Dewar and Tem McMillan were other prominent 
Dumbarton players at the time. 
The first time St. Mirren encountered Queen's Park 

in the Scottish Cup occurred in 1889-c0 at Hampden 
Park, when the famous amateurs triumphed by 1 goal 
to 0. Of St. Mirren's display on that memorable 
occasion, a well-known critic said 

"The Saints had long ere this become most 
popular with the Glasgow crowds owing to their 
clever exposition of the Association game, in which 
anything like roughness was conspicuous by its 
absence, and when they appeared within the historic 
enclosure of the " Spiders " they received a most 
flattering reception, which was fully warranted by 
their exhibition_ that day, although, unfortunately, 
their famous opponents secured the referee's verdict 
by a goal—a decision which would have been nullified 
had the spectators' opinion been consulted, as almost 
everyone present would have been pleased to see a 
second trial between teams where the victory of one 
was almost (on play) a hardship on the other." 
The tribute to the skill and strength of the Saints was 

well merited, for Queen's Park, after bowling over Leith 
Athletic (1-0), and Abercorn (2-0), in the succeeding 
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rounds, defeated Vale of Leven in the Cup Final, follow-
ing a drawn game, by 2 goals to 1. The Queen's Park 
team that season was of International strength. The 
side was: George Gillespie; Walter Arnott and R. 
Smellie ; Tom Robertson, Allan Stewart, and James 

McAra ; William Gulliland,W. H. Berry, 
James Hamilton, D. S. Allan and 
William Sellar. With the exception of 
Stewart and JlcAra, every man wore 
the Lion Rampant against England. 
A year later St. Mirren and Queen's 

® met once more in the fifth round of 
the Scottish Cup, the venue this time 
being Westmarch. The only changes 
in the Amateurs team from the pre-
vious season were Muir Glen and 

Humphrey Jones—the Welsh International—at half-
back, and James Eccles on the left. Eccles was a 
product of Dykebar, and Paisley enthusiasts were 
much interested in his appearance in their midst. The 
St. Mirren team was: Cameron: Hunter and Mc. Bain: 
Mc. Cartney, Brown, and Eddie Mc.Bain : Morrison, 
McAnlay, Wylie, Dunlop, and J. Douglas. The latter 
player was brother to the famous " Black " Douglas, 
of the early Blackburn Rovers cup-winning teams. 

Overconfidence proved the undoing of St. Mirren. 
They led their redoubtable opponents by two goals and 
appeared to have the game well won at half time, but 
Queen's Park, by a remarkable exhibition of pluck, 
pulled the game out of the fire and won by 3 goals to 2. 
James Dunlop's shot, when the Saints got their second 
goal, was one of the- most brilliant ever seen on West-
march. He got the ball on the drop at an angle and 
whizzed it past Gillespie like a rocket. This stylish 
forward, and " Poem " Berry, were mere striplings 
but their craft and scientific football were a delight to 
watch. The peerless Arnott, Berry, Dunlop, and Eddie 
Mc. Bain invested this game with a charm which nothing 
else could have provided. 

One is tempted to prolong the recital of the career of 
the club in cup ties, but space precludes an extensive 
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reference. The ambition to reach the coveted niche in 
Scottish football stimulated the enthusiasm of the 
officials and players of Renfrewshire's most enterprising 
club. Nothing could damp their ardour. A 2-1 defeat 
by the Rangers at Paisley, in the semi-final round in 
1899, had its consolation. One step further and the 
prize was St. Mirren's for the winning. 

In 1901, and again in 1902, the famous Celtic blasted 
the hopes of Paisley's citizens in the same advanced 
stage of the tournament. In the next two seasons the 
Big Two in football—Celtic and Rangers—were respon-
sible for their eclipse. The following year the Saints 
disposed of their Eastern rivals of Tynecastle before 
losing to Airdrieonians. In 1906 they could not shake 
off Third Lanark, who survived three gruelling contests, 
ere the rivals were separated.. 
The great day arrived at last when on April 18, 1908, 

St. Mirren encountered Celtic in the Scottish Cup Final 
.at Hampden Park. A black one it was for Paisley. 
The Celts carried all before them in those days when 
,James Quinn led as brilliant an attack as ever served the 
Parkhead organisation. The sides were: Celtic— 
Adams; McNair and Weir; Young, Loney and Hay; 
Bennett, McMenemy, Quinn, Somers, and Hamilton 
St. Mirren—Grant; Gordon and White; Kay, Robert-
son and McAvoy ; Clements, Paton (T.H.), Wylie, 
Cunningham and Anderson. Nothing could withstand 
the bewildering passing of the inside trio of the Celtic 
.attack, and St. TlIirren lost the game by 5 goals to 1. 

Once more St. Mirren had to begin all over again. 
The Heart of Midlothian cropped up in 1909 to renew 
the old feud for cup supremacy and the inevitable three 
games were required to affect a separation, with the 
men of Tynecastle in the ascendant. 
A brighter day dawned in the " Victory " Cup Final 

of 1919 at Celtic Park when St. Mirren realised a long 
.cherished ambition and vanquished the doughty Hearts— 
survivors and successors of the 16th Royal Scots—by 
,3 goals to 0, after extra time. The Saints won through 
by sheer stamina, and there were many leg-weary 
soldier footballers at the close of the fray. Scotland's 
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newly discovered centre-forward, Andrew Wilson, now 
of Chelsea F.C. who wore the Hearts colours, had made 
a big reputation for himself in the early ties by his 
marvellous ability to score goals. Wilson had joined 
the Hearts at the end of October and by the close of the 
season he had scored 46 goals, including two against. 
England and two against Ireland, in the " Victory " 
Internationals. 
The Cup was reckoned a snip for the Hearts, who 

were big public favourites. Wilson had scared most 
goalkeepers. His four goals against Airdrieonians 
seemed to presage what was in store for St. Mirren. 
Big of heart the Saints entered upon what was regarded 
by most people throughout the country as a forlorn hope. 
At the end of the game neither side had scored. A 
remarkable climax thrilled the excited crowd, in the 
extra half hour that was played to determine the winners. 
A wonderful " Victory " Cup it was for St. Mirren 
whose players scored three goals off the reel, without 
response from their opponents. The teams were: 
St. Mirren—W. O' Hagan: Marshall and Fulton : Perry, 
McKenna and Anderson: Hodges, Page, Clark, Suther-
land and Thomson. Heart of Midlothian—Black : 
Birrell and Wilson (J.) ; Preston, Mercer and Sharp; 
Sinclair, Miller, Wilson, (A.), McCall and Wilson (W.). 

The establishment of League football in 
England in 1888-89, marked one of the 
most fateful epochs in the history of foot-
ball. The system was introduced to secure 
fixity of fixtures and a more attractive 
match card for the leading professional 
clubs. There was too much money in the 
game for the sport to remain amateur 
The dawn of the Celtic Club hastened 

the formation of the Scottish Football 
League in 1890. The new body experi-
enced much adverse and unjustifiable 

criticism at its formation ; even at headquarters its 
inception was presumed to be a covert move to 
precipitate professionalism. 

Scotland was amateur when its leading clubs formed 
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the League six years after the payment of football 
players was legalised in England. In 1893 Scotland 
followed suit. Open professionalism was much to be 
preferred to the sham amateurism that was known to 
exist in many quarters. 
The pioneer clubs of theScottish Football League were: 

Celtic, Rangers, St. Mirren, Renton, Heart of Midlothian, 
Dumbarton, Third Lanark, Cowlairs, Vale of Leven, 
Cambuslang, and Abercorn. Four of these clubs are no 
longer in existence, but St. Mirren share with Celtic, 
Rangers, Heart of Midlothian and Third Lanark, the 
honour of having retained an unbroken connection with 
the First Division in a competition that entails a 
strenuous toll on the playing strength of a team. 
The career of certain clubs is characterised more by 

eventful feats in Cup Ties than by what they achieve in 
a League tournament. To a pronounced extent this is 
true of St. Mirren. In the first season, when ten clubs 
comprised the League, St. Mirren just managed to 
escape bottom position, with 11 points, which was five 
points more than was secured by Cowlairs. The record 
was 18 matches played, 5 won, 12 lost, 1 drawn ; 39 
goals scored, against 62 goals lost. In 1892-93, when 
that grand old player, Andrew Brown, captained the 
side, the " Saints " finished third from the top for the 
championship, with the " Big Two "—Celtic and 
Rangers—occupying the leading places. 
A reminder of the ups and downs of League football 

occurred in 1899-1900, when St. Mirren and St. Bernard 
were equal for second lowest position in the First 
Division, with 12 points each. St. Mirren had a slightly 
better goal average. The clubs had to play a deciding 
match to determine which of the pair should go to the 
vote for re-election. St. Mirren won through. Clyde 
and St. Bernard went into the Second Division and 
Morton and Partick Thistle were promoted, while an 
extra club in Queen's Park, was introduced to the 
competition without having to qualify. 

Other bad seasons in the League occurred in 1911-12, 
1913-14, and 1920-21 when St. Mirren held the " Wooden 
spoon." The advent of Duncan Walker, the Dumbarton 
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centre-forward, effe(-.-ed a wonderful change next season 
in the fortunes of the club, and 46 points were won 
out of a possible 84. The improvement was continued 
in the season of 1922-23, when 42 points, out of a possible 

76, were recorded. The club's longest 
sequence of successes in the League 
was in 1908-9, when 11 matches were 
played without defeat, and 17 games 
with only one reverse. A rot set in 
following a bad beating at Dundee, 
and after the middle 'of December 
only three more games were won. 
Among distinguished St. Mirren 

players who joined leading clubs in 
England were: James Hill (Burnley) 
Ronald Orr (Newcastle United), Hugh 
Morgan (Liverpool) John Cameron. 

[Stewart (Chelsea), Tom Brandon (Blackburn. 
James Dunlop Rovers), Jack Fraser (Notts County), 

John Marshall (Middlesbrough), Sandy 
Young (Everton), David Steele (Huddersfield Town), and 
more recent times, Duncan Walker, Charles Pringle in 
(Manchester City), Denis Lawson and W. Clunas, who. 
are mentioned in the course of the narrative. 
The brilliant left wing partnership between James 

Hill and James Dunlop, is still green in the memory of 
many people. Dunlop would have gained the highest 
honours in football had he lived. His passing was a 
tragedy and was the result of a cut to the knee caused by 
a fall on a piece of broken glass some thoughtless, 
individual had thrown on the field during a New Year-
match between St. Mirren and Abercorn. A public 
subscription to erect a monument in the local cemetery 
to this gifted youth realised X100. 
Famous club players who remained proof against 

English overtures to leave, included such men as Tom. 
A. Jackson, a stylish International back, who was 
killed in the Great War, David Crawford, the coolest 
first-class back ever known, who joined the Ranger& 
and was contemporary with Nicol Smith and John 
Drummond. Then there was Abe Wylie and John 
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A WIN FOR ST. MIRREN.  

MAKES GOOD READING 

SO DOES THE 

FoOTBALL CITIZEN 

First-Class Reports 
Full Service of Results 
Sporting Snapshots 

RUGBY TROTTING 

GOLF BADMINTON 

PEDESTRIANISM 

SWIMMING BILLIARDS 

Are also Specially Covered. 

The COMPLETE 
Sports Paper. 

GET IT EVERY SATURDAY. 
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Patrick, who kept goal brilliantly in a winning Scottish 
team at the Crystal Palace in 1897. Arthur Dixon and 
J. Walls (Rangers), and David Halliday (Dundee), who 
led the Scottish League team against the English League 
this year, also passed through the St. Mirren ranks. 

All along the St. Mirren F.C. Ltd. has been managed 
by earnest and capable officials, whose chief aim was to 
secure a team that would be a credit to the town. A 
prominent figure in the official life of the club for over 
25 years was Mr. James Scouler, who received a testi-
monial recently upon his retirement, when he was made 
a Life Member of the Club. His successor on the 
Executive, for length of service, is Mr. Thomas Hart. 
Mr. Hart had the distinction to be the President of the 
Scottish Football League for five years. He held the 
honour longer than any previous occupant of the chair. 
Another former President of the Club, Mr. James K. 
Horsburgh was also the President of the League in the 
days when the greatest St. Mirren half-back trio of all 
time—Donald Greenlees, Walter Bruce and M. McAvoy 
were outstanding players in the country. Mr. Horsburgh 
was fortunate to be in a position to be able to give 
employment in the paper manufacturing industry to as 
many as eight members of the first eleven at the one 
time, a circumstance of incalculable benefit to a football 
club, Another former member of the club, Mr. Archibald 
Towns, was the Vice-President of the League for several 
years, in its early days. 
The business acumen of the Club's officials in under-

taking a big ground extension scheme, revealed the 
faith they have in the future of football in Paisley. 
The holding capacity of the Love Street enclosure has 
been increased to over 50,000 and its appearance has 
been enhanced by the erection of a handsome new grand 
stand with seated accommodation for 4,000 persons. 
The club are the owners of the ground, which has cost, 
up to now, X28,000. 
Long live the Saints ! 
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JOHNSTON, HAMILTON & BLAIR 
Licensed Complete Cabinet Makers _= 

Auctioneers House and 
& Valuers. Furnishers. Upholsterers. 

undertake Auction Sales in Town or 
Country 

can dispose of your Goods at our regular 
Sales in our Rooms. 

make up Valuations and Inventories for 
all purposes. 

ou
Showrooms are Stocked with all 

Periods of Furniture. 
various Departments are worth 

inspecting. Come. 
Advice and Experience is at your 

disposal Free. 

can have your Old Furniture restored 
and renovated. YOU are always in pocket with a Good 

=_ job. We do it. 
can depend on the Best workmanship 

and material. 

Rooms, Warehouse and Workshops: 

6, SCHOOL WYND (Off Moss Street) 
'Phone : 2774 Paisley. PAISLEY. 

•nuuuuuuuunnmunluuuuuuuuulunuuunuu!uuuuunununulmnuumuuunuuuunllnumuunuuununuuuuuuuuuuuur 

'PHONE CALL OR WRITE. 
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WALKER'SHigh-Class 

Provisions, Teas and Wines 

a 

INVALID WINES and WHISKIES 

First Quality 

HAMS, BUTTER and CHEESE 

W■ ARR 

P ROVISION 

cxraars. 

A TRJAt 
ORDty 

WILL 
CON VINCA 

YOV. 

23, Broomlands, Paisley 
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Mrs. A. CRAWFORD 

requests the Pleasure o f a call at the 

ST. MIRREN BAR, 

16, Old Sneddon, 

where you can obtain a selection of 

PURE WINES, SPIRITS BEERS. 
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C. HORSBURGH- _  _ _  

OPTICIAN 

12, High Street, Paisley. 
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H llton _ ml. P.m a a 
Newsagent, Stationer, 

Tobacconist   

Morning •D Evening Papers Delivered 

11, Inchinnan Rd., Renfrew 
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W. R. STUART 

Golf Club Maker 
Sports Outfitter, 

42 

CAUSEYSIDE ST., 
and 

ELDERSLIE GOLF 

CLUB, PAISLEY.. 
Telephone . 2895. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 r 

•IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIilllllllllillllllllllllllllllll• 

  CONSULT  

JOHN Re STUTT 
A N11cnA CC r►'A Inr,cwiir— r-% 

  on all matters pertaining to   

Sports Ground S6hemeS, Bowling Greens, Tennis Courts, 
Football Fields, Cricket Pitches. Special Turf Supplied. =_ 

Numerous Football Enclosure Schemes carried out 
in all parts of the Country. Nevi Constructions and 
Repair Work of every kind executed on shortest 
notice by highly experienced workmen under 
expert supervision. Estimates and advice given. 

POTTER H I LL - PAISLEY. 
Telephones 2053 Paisley Established 1895 

Langside 1554 Glasgow 

IDIII III]H] HIM III Iflil III I III I 11111111111 IIIH IIIIIIII III IIIII III 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111] 111] 11111111111 1111] 111 [111111111111111] 1111111] !1] 111111111 1110P 

3S 



•IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII111111111111111111111111111111• 

=J. P. YOUNG & CO. 
Illllliflllllllll,llllllllllllillllllllllll111111111111111111111   FOR 

All Classes and 

Qualities f Fuel 
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TELEPHONE 2793 PAISLEY 

PAISLEY Do. 40 ELDERSLIE 
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Phone 3014. 

STEVENSON , — 

11 & 12, Glen Lane, Paisley 
  FOR   

HIGH-CLASS AERATED WATERS, 

STONE GINGER, 

BURTON ALES, 

LONDON AND DUBLIN STOUTS. 
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9, Gauze St. 
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THE 

W holesale Y Paisle and Retail Tobacco Supply Stores 
LTD. 

Wholesale Dept. 3, Walker St. 
PAISLEY. 

- - roll --

C onfectionery & Tobaccos 
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Dobie's Black Roll 

is manufactured in 
one quality only 

THE BEST 

If you buy Dobie's Roll in 
a " Dobie " Wrapper you are 

therefore sure of getting 

"The Best" for your 82d. 
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COMMISSIONS 
BY LETTER. 

£3,498 12s. 8d. for  2/-
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BSTABLIShfED 1890 

That is the amount I would have paid 
if any client had invested 2/- on an 
accumulator on the 18th June, because 
I pay NO LIMIT, but no client was 
successful, vet the chances are there. 

=_ Try it, you may succeed any day, 

POST YOUR LETTER COMMISSIONS 
TO J, JOHN, and if they have a 
postmark (not in code) before time of 
race, you are on, Post Office Officials 
barred. Full prices, no limit. 

.•....•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•.:..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•. ...................... 

J. JOHN 
3 CASTLE STREET, EDINBURGH, 

153 QUEEN STREET, GLASGOW, 
London Branch :— 

74 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, 
W1 
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