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Oldest Established Grocery

Business in Kingussie.

GROCERIES AND

FRUIT AND

PROVISIONS

VEGETABLES,
All Kinds in their Season.

FINEST NOME

Of Finest Quality.

j• FRESH FISH

CREAMERY BUTTER,

o

Quality Unsurpassed.

AND GAME,
Regular Supplies.

GEO. A.CRERAR,
FAMILY

GROCER,

)V

PROVISION MERCHANT,

GAME DEALER, HOUSE AGENT & VALUATOR,

Star Buildings, Kingusste
0
•s >
Shooting Lodges and Country
Houses Specially

Agent for

Catered for.

Palethorpe's Royal Cambridge Sausages.

Orders delivered by own Van.

The Eldin Coy's Dog and Game Foods.

%•

INVENTORIES

AND

VALUATIONS CAREFULLY ATTENDED TO.

Orders receive Prompt Attention.

National Library of Scotland
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•Genuine

Highland

Souvenirs.

One of the most Extensive Stocks in the
North of Scotland to Choose from.

Large Selection of SPEY PEARLS on
hand in Brooches, Rings, Pendants, &c.
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Highland Horn Goods,
Silver-mounted in

SPOONS—all kinds
TRINKET BOXES
ASH TRAYS
PAPER

CUTTERS

SALAD

SERVERS

SERVIETTE
EGG

RINGS

CUPS

SUGAR DREDGERS &c.
SNUFF MULL, or as Ink Stand.
Chased Silver Top, with Cairngorm Stone,
size from 3 to 6 inches.
Ink Stands on Oak Base, with Pen Rack.
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VINEGARETTE
SNUFF MULL,
Chased Thistle Top, or as Ink
Stand on Oak Base with Pen Rack.

Chased Top, with Stone.
Three sizes.

SNUFF MULL; or as Ink Stand,
with Stone Top and Oak Base,
with Pen Rack.

CLARK & MYRON
HIGHLAND :: ..
ESTABLISHMENT,

KINGUSSIE and
:.
..
GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY.
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The West End Furniture Warehouse, Kingussie

M. A. CAMPBELL
0

COMPLETE
Shooting Lodges supplied
With
lowest

every

Requisite

possible

at

the

price.

Dining=room, Drawing=room,
and Bedroom Suites
In

HOUSE

FURNISHER
CABINETMAKER

Oak, Walnut, Ash, and

Mahogany,

UPHOLSTERER, and

Carpets and Linoleums
All at keenest prices.

Iron and Brass Bedsteads

GENERAL

Ironmongery and Farm
Requisites

IRONMONGER

Inspection Invited.

/0

Crystal

Stone

China

Ware

Everything for Golf
Golf Clubs by all the Best Makers
Repairs done in all Sporting Branches

U

Groceries and Provisions.
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A. Ca meron
Goods

of

the

Highest

Quality at the
Lowest

Possible

• Win eS,
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Xiqueurs.

Prices.
❑❑❑
❑❑❑

00R

Orders delivered by our
own Van.

Supplies for Shooting Xodges,

Summer !?esidenceS,
ana

Price Lists and Order Books

/Private FamilieS.

on Application.
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Fresh Fish
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All kinds supplied, ::
dai ly in their Season.

Fish Dressed to Order
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Ladies' and Gentlemen's

At

Jul.

r.

Tailors &Drapers
I
PURE BLOCK ICE

Extensive

Stock of
Everything

necessary
for Day and
All Orders Carefu lly an d

Evening

Persona lly

attended to.

Wear.

Moderate Charges.

ooa
Ladies'

Wm. Campbell,

Tailoring
aSpeciality.

FISHMONGER.

Burberry Garments and Materials in Stock.

::

and

POULTERER::

..

KINGUSSIF

Guyn aek Street,

Also at

Kingussie

PERTH, PITLOCHRV, ABERFELDV
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SELECT

POPULAR

LIBRARY
ALSO

BRANCH

TABARD

Large

INN

OF

O

FICTION.

F

...

NEW

LIBRARY.

Selection

AS

COLOURED
COMIC

" The

Weeky

(With

Morning Papers delivered
on

Papers

arrival

Evening

and

Map).

PRICE

Cigarettes,

of

Mail

Papers

livered.

Book t0 the

Tobaccos,

Views.

. .

to

Trains.

also

English

supplied

Large

other

" Glasgow

Magazines.

Guide

and

for

"Dundee Courier," and all other
and

. .

CARDS.

CARDS.

Kingussie

Scotsman,"

Local

Herald," "Dundee Advertiser,"

Daily

PUBLISHED.

POSTCARDS,
In

in

ADDED

of

PICTURE

Agent

BOOKS

de-

Papers

order

District
SIXPENCE.

Cigars,

Pipes,

&c.

GEO. A. CRERAR,
STATIONER

AND

TOBACCONIST,

. ICI N GUSSI E.
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P. MACLAUCHLAN ,
----K%

J.

BUTCHERS, POULTERERS, & c.,

High

Street,

K.INGUSSIE.
Lamb and Veal

Shooting Lodges,

in .Season.

Hotels, and
Private Families
supplied at

Salt Rounds,

Moderate Charges.

Corned Beef,
an d Piekled
"Tongues

in Stocic,

Large Seledtion
Finest Quality
Beef and M ufton

Poultry

always on hand.

a Speciality.

ALSO
Telegrams:

BRANCH

NEWTONMORE.

AT

" MacLauchlan, Butchers, Kingussie."

" MacLauchlan, Butchers, Newtonmore."

WINES, SPIRITS, BEER, PORTER, ALES,
AND )ERATED WATERS OF FINEST QUALITY.
-•-

AlexanderMacpherson,
I,J

Prompt Attention.

MORNING
ON

NE AND SPIRIT
MERCHANT,

High Street, Kingussie.

All Orders receive

la-

WI

PAPERS
ARRIVAL

Macpherson,

OF

DELIVERED •
1
TRAINS

Newsag ent and Tobacconist,

HIGH STREET, KINGUSSIE.
Picture Postcards in Local and other Views.

The Oldest Established and most reliable Drug House in Badenoch

The D spensary ,
i
o

McCutcheon,

Alex.

NEWTONMORE.

Pharmacist,

Prescriptions dispensed according to the British,

French, German,

or United

C9r

PHOTOGRAPHIC

Printing,

and Enlarging done.

T O B A C C O S. — Are you a Golfer?
Cigars, Cigarettes,

Then you ought to use a Kodak.

All sorts of supplies in Stock.

Then you are probably a Smoker.
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"Dispensary,

Briar Pipes,

High-Class

and Tobaccos always on hand.

(aL
Telegrams:

States Pharmacopoeia.
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Devoloping,

and

KINGUSSIE
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Kingussie."

"Dispensary,

Newtonmore."

,
Oldest Established Business in town.
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Watchmaker

ler g
d

High Street ,Kingussie

and

Jeweller,

('near
est End
G ynac
of kHih
Bg
dge•reet,

0
Visitors to the District should

All kinds of Watches, Clocks, and
Jewellery repaired on the

call and inspect Goulder's fine

Cairngorms, Amethysts, Spey Pearls,

selection of

and

HIGHLAND

premises.

JEWELLERY.

Scotch

Pebbles

in

Gold

or

Silver Mounting.
D

Telegrams,

"

Goulder,

Kingussie."
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Cakes
Made by

Large

i;
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v

Assortment of

Tea

At

Bread.

Experience d

,i•

High-class

Shortbread

ConfeAioner

Chocolates and
Confections

Tea and Refre&ment

by all
Leading

M Aers.

With

L

adies' Room in connection

Jas. M. Grant,
Baker,

Pastry-Cook, Purveyor,

and Confectioner,

High Street, Kingussie,
Roll sdelivered

Marriage, Christening, and Birthday
Cakes to order.

every Morning

9?

Dishes

Covered

.Local

9'ggent

9?

for

Bermaline Bread
Hovis

Bread

Turog Bread

DUKE OF GORDON HOTEL
K
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W. WOLFENDEN. Proprietor.

T

HIS

Hotel has been greatly enlarged, and fully equipped
every Modern Convenience.

The Hotel

grounds, and there are Tennis and Croquet
is given to the Comfort of Patrons.

Large

stan d
s

Greens.

w ith

in its own

Every

aftent i
on

Charges moderate.

Lounge, Dining-room,

an dD rawing-room

Over Fifty Bedrooms
PRIVATE

SUITES

CAN

BE

ARRANGED.

Large Motor Gam ge and Stabling
P t's aanrA Shiett 5p irR Stockedl, atso Rs,, Greases„ etc.
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INCLUDING
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PUBLISHED
I

EVERY
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PENNY.

I I
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BENEFIT
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AND
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J

GUIDE

Boob

OF VISITORS.

PRINTING
EXECUTED
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::

:.

JOH NSTON E

STATIONER,
PRINTER & PUBLISHER,

0

TO

NEWS.
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PRINTING
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I
❑1
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SCOTCH

to

Buy

all

the

Latest

PE ARL

PEBBLE

Mounted

Brooches

from

Squirrel

in

Gold

and

ORNAMENTS

I/-

and

Grouse

JEWELLERY

Silver

SCOTCH

upwards.

Hat-Pins

Claw

GOODS

LARGE

in

AMETHY S T,

CAIRNGORM

HIGHLAND

Novelties

SENT

Brooches

ON

SELECTION

JEWELLERY

from

from

216

I/-

upwards.

upwards

APPROBATION

OF

FISHING

TACKLE.

c

HARRY
SOUTH

VARDON

HERTS

GOLF

TOTTERIDCE,
OPEN

CHAMPION,
THE

ONLY

1896,

GOLFER

WHO

98,

CLUB

LONDON,
'99,

HAS

WON

1903;
BOTH

N.

AMERICAN,

1900.

CHAMPIONSHIPS.

Golfers who desire a good Club should try Harry Vardon's
Special

Drivers and

Brassies.

Also

his Special

Ribbed

Irons, made of best material and finish.
VARDON'S

CELEBRATED

WORM

KILLER

Agents for Australia, McLean Bros .& Rigg, Ltd ., Melbourne.

FOR

GOLF

GREENS.

Jas. McEwan & Co., Melbourne.

Agents for S. Africa, Messrs Fletcher & Co. (Retail), Cape Town; and Hughes & Co., East London.

A

WilliaM Urquhart,
j?lumber, Casfitter, ,Bellhanger, anc) Sanitary Cnyineer,

Xingussie.
Estimates given for all kinds of Work, and Orders promptly executed.
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CONTRACTORS

PLASTERERS

X. JYucnherson,
Xinyussie.
TILE FIXERS

CEMENT WORKERS

THE

V•'

Sporting

C'

stores

Salmon and Trout Fishing Rods, and Tackle of every
description. Flies dressed to pattern.
Sole Agent for
Grant's Patent Vibration Fishing Rods.

.K

Golf, Cricket, Lawn Tennis, Croquet, Lawn Bowls, Hockey, Shinty, Footballs,
Billiards—all games and sports requisites.
—L

Guns, Rifles, Revolvers,
and accessories, and

all

kinds of Ammunition.
TAXIDERMY.—Stags' Heads Stuffed and Mounted on Oak Shields, 25 -.
Stag, Roe, Ram, and Fox Heads and Skins Dressed and for Sale.

EVERY

SHOOTING,

FISHING,

AND

LONDON

JOHN
'Phone 16Y1.

SPORTING

STORE

REQUISITE

SUPPLIED

AT

PRICES.

MACPHERSON,

Church

Street,

Inverness.

Telegrams: "Angler, Inverness."

Estab. 1887.
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Pref ace

I

presenting "The Book of Kingussie " to our readers we are conscious of

N

many reasons for humility.
Our critics will doubtless point out our many
faults, but we are not offering prizes for their discovery.
This little book is

not meant to be a guide-book.
It is simply intended to form a souvenir of the
Golf Club Bazaar of 1911.
If, however, it helps, even in a very humble way,
to bring the claims of Kingussie before those who have never hitherto visited us,
we shall feel satisfied.
We desire here to express our thanks to all who have assisted us in the production of the following pages, and particularly the contributors of articles and
sketches.
We are indebted to Messrs. Valentine & Sons, 1907, Ltd., Dundee,
for the block of the Old Golf-house, and to Mr. Jas. Johnstone, our publisher, for
the use of a number of his blocks and photographs.

We have also to acknow-

ledge the courtesy of the proprietors of "The Inverness Courier," the editor of
"The Daily Mirror," and the editor of "The London Magazine" in lending us
blocks.

We are likewise indebted to Mr. James Mackintosh, Westfield, Kingussie,

for his able and willing assistance in procuring old photographs of Kingussie and its
Provosts, and also for several of the modern pictures, which he has specially taken
for this work.
Our special thanks are due to Mr. Geo. C. Campbell, Secretary of the Golf
Club, for his indefatigable labours in securing the advertisements, without which the
book could not have been produced profitably.
It only remains for us now to express the hope that our readers will not be
merely borrowers, but will heartily expend the small amount necessary to make them
owners for themselves, of "The Book of Kingussie."

The Object of the Bazaar

N a nutshell, the object of the Bazaar is to raise a sum of at least £500 for the
following purposes:

(a) To meet the cost of the new Golf Club-house which

has been erected this Spring, and (b) to provide a fund for the further improvement of the Golf Course.
(a) THE HOUSE
About six years ago the original

Club-house, which

consisted of

only one

apartment, was replaced by a slightly more pretentious building, providing separate
rooms for ladies and gentlemen. Since then, however, the Course has been extended
to 18 holes, and many other important changes have been made which have
added to its attractiveness.

These improvements were fully appreciated, and the
membership of the Club so greatly increased, that the accommodation of the Clubhouse during the Summer months yearly became more and more inadequate.
The Golf Course forms one of Kingussie's chief attractions, and it is felt that
no effort should be spared to uphold its status, and so maintain the prosperity of the
town and district.
At a meeting held in December last the Golf Club decided to proceed at
once with the erection of a new Club-house of a more commodious and attractive
character than the former one. Plans of a suitable building having been prepared
by Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, architect, Kingussie, offers were advertised for, and
the following were the successful contractors for the various departments of the work :—
1
d 4

I,;

Mason, James Macdonald, Kingussie ; Carpenter, D. & M. Fraser, do.; Plumber,
Hugh Ross, do.; Slater, John Dunbar, do.; Cement work, R. & L. Macpherson, do.;
Painter, Dunbar & Macpherson, do.; Grates and range, Ewan Campbell & Son, do.

I

Operations were commenced early in February, and on account of the exceptionally open weather which prevailed this Spring, the works progressed so satisfactorily
that the completed building was formally opened on Saturday, 17th June, by Mrs.
Macpherson of Balavil.
By the kindness of the architect (Mr. Mackenzie) we are
B

9

I
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enabled to reproduce as a frontispiece to this book a sketch by him of the new
Golf-house, showing it as completed.
It contains a large central hall, ladies' and
gentlemen's club-rooms, committee room, ladies retiring room, ample lavatory accommodation, kitchen, scullery, and cellar.

The total cost of the building has been

nearly 1500.

.'M

(b) THE COURSE
It is also intended to expend during the coming Spring and Summer a large
sum in still further improving the Course itself.
Hitherto the Golf Club has made no extraordinary effort to place its finances
on an assured basis, but it is gratifying to be able to state that the debt incurred in
connection with improvements previously carried out has now been almost entirely
wiped off.

Although the Club may therefore be said to be self-supporting, we

venture to appeal to all interested in the town and district for their assistance and
support in realising the object of the Bazaar; and as this is the first appeal of the
kind that has been made on behalf of the Golf Club, we have every confidence
that it will meet with a hearty response.
C. B. MACPHERSON of Balavil, Convener.
GEO. C. CAMPBELL, Secretary.

Kingussie, August, 1911.
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THE

BAZAAR

WILL

BE

HELD

WITHIN

THE NEW DRILL HALL
ON

Tuesday,

22nd.,

and

August,

41 ARRANGEMENTS
ANNOUNCED
PAPERS,
THE

IN

AND

FOR
THE
BY

THE

Wednesday,

19 11.

OPENING

COLUMNS

HANDBILLS

23rd.

OF

CEREMONIES
THE

CIRCULATED

WILL

LOCAL

BE

NEWS-

THROUGHOUT

DISTRICT.

* The Drill Hall and other Apartments in the Headquarters of the Badenoch Company
4th Battalion Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders

have been kindly lent for the

occasion by The County Association and the Officer commanding the Company, Major
John Campbell, T.D.
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Patrons and Patronesses

•R.
The Mackintosh of Mackintosh, Lord Lieutenant of Inverness-shire, and
Mrs. Mackintosh of Mackintosh
The Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of the Burgh of Kingussie
The Lady Mary Grant, and J. P. Grant, Esq. of Rothiemurchus

The Right Hon. Lord Lilford and Lady Lilford
The Right Hon. The Baroness Burton, and James E. B. Baillie, Esq. of
Kingussie, etc., M.V.O., V.D., D.L.
The Hon. Mrs. Portman, Hestercombe, Taunton
Colonel the Hon. R. A. Allsopp and the Hon. Mrs .Alkopp
Sir John Ramsden, Bart. of Ardverikie
Sir Arthur Campbell-Orde, Bart. of Kilmory, and Lady Campbell-Orde
Sir John Macpherson-Grant, Bart. of Invereshie, etc., D.L., and Lady Macpherson-Grant
Sir Alexander Chriaison, Bart., and Lady Chriaison
Sir Robert Buchanan Jardine, Bart. of Castlemilk, and Lady Buchanan Jardine
Sir George A. Cooper, Bart., and Lady Cooper
Sir John A. Dewar, Bart., M.P., and Lady Dewar
The Very Rev. Sir James Cameron Lees, K.C.V.O., D.D., LL.D., St. Giles, Kingussie
,John A. Reid, Esq., K.C., Sheriff of Ross, Sutherland, and Cromarty, and
Mrs. Paton Reid
Albert C. Macpherson, Esq. of Cluny Macpherson, and Mrs. Macpherson of Cluny
Macpherson
C. B. Macpherson, Esq. of Balavil, D.L., and Mrs. Macpherson of Balavil
Mrs. Macpherson of Glentruim
R. B. Whitehead, Esq. of Alvie, and Mrs. Whitehead of Alvie
The Count de Serra Largo, Tarlogie, Ross-shire, and Countess de Serra Largo
Robert Hargreaves, Esq., Gaick Forest, Kingussie, and Mrs. Hargreaves
B. J. Warwick, Esq., Invereshie House. Kincraig
T. Ogilvie Mathieson, Esq., Ralia Lodge, and Mrs. Mathieson
Captain Dennistoun, Glenmore, Aviemore, and Mrs. Dennistoun
W. H. Thomson, Esq., Cat Lodge, and Mrs. Thomson
George Henschel, Esq., Mus.D., Alit-na-Criche, Aviemore, and Mrs. Henschel
A. D. MacRae, Esq., Ruthven, Kingussie, and Mrs. MacRae
Duncan MacRae, Esq., Falls of Truim, Laggan
Unwin H. A. MacRae, Esq., Nuide, Kingussie, and Mrs. MacRae
13
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W. R. Russell, Esq., Airyhall, Cults
Alexander Ross, Esq., Craig-an-Darach, Kingussie
The Rev. Kenneth A. Mackenzie, LL.D., Ardselma, Kingussie, and Mrs. Mackenzie
The Rev. Archibald Fleming, D.D., St. Columba's, London, and Mrs. Fleming
The Rev. Dugald Macfarlane, The Manse, Kingussie, and Mrs. Macfarlane
The Rev. Alexander Bain, United Free Manse, Kingussie, and Mrs. Bain
Professor Gowland, London, and Mrs. Gowland
A. Macfarlane, Esq., Viewfield, Kingussie, and Mrs. Macfarlane
G. Mead-Robins, Esq., Sutton, Surrey, and Mrs. Mead-Robins
Thomas Wighton, Esq., Rhufintag, Kingussie, and Mrs. Wighton
William Kidd, Esq., Willowbank, Kingussie, and Mrs. Kidd
Miss Bessie Penney, Edinburgh
Colonel M`Ewan, Perth
Thomas Jones, Esq., Dunholm, Kingussie
John Connel, Esq., Burntisland
C. M. Bain, Esq., Shanghai

NOTE.—Since the Bazaar Circular was issued in January last, we have lost two
of our Patrons by death.

These are the Hon. Edward W. B. Portman, Aberarder,

and Alexander M`Hardy, M.V.O., Chief-Constable of Inverness-shire. The former
was one of the first to express his sympathy with the object of the Bazaar, and to
give us his enthusiastic support. The latter, being "the father of golf " in the North
of Scotland, assisted in laying out the first course here, and was most ready and
willing to help us at all times.

We shall greatly miss both of these gentlemen, and

desire here to record our regret.—Ed.

r

Bazaar Of ficials
"The tinie approaches that will
With due decision male us know
What we shall say we have,
And what we owe."-119acbedh.

11

Convener
C. B. Macpherson of Balavil

Executive Committee
Provost Wolfenden, Kingussie

J. T. Simpson, Solicitor, Kingussie

Duncan Macpherson, Royal Hotel, do.

Wm. Campbell, Gynack Street, do.

Colonel Ewan Campbell, do.

Thomas Macgillivray, Corshellach, do.

Major John Campbell, do.

James Mackintosh, Westfield, do.

Alexander Mackenzie, Architedt, do.

James A. Macdonald, Glengarry, do.

George Masson, Bank of Scotland, do.

James L. Mackintosh, Dunmore, do.

Edward Roberts, Schoolhouse, do.

R. L. Shinnie, Gordon House, do.

General Committee
Sir John Macpherson-Grant, Bart. of Invereshie, etc.
The Very Rev. Sir James Cameron Lees, St. Giles, Kingussie
Albert C. Macpherson of Cluny Macpherson
Lachlan Mackintosh of Letterfinlay
Rev. Dr. Mackenzie, Ardselma, Kingussie
Rev. Dugald Macfarlane, The, Manse, do.
Rev. Alexander Bain, United Free Manse, do.
A. E. Gilbert, Ardchoile, do.
Alexander Ross, Craig-an-Darach, do.
Dr. Orchard, do.
Dr. de Watteville, do.
M. A. Campbell, Gynack Street, do.
Finlay Macgillivray, The Bungalow, do.
Ex-Provost Macdonald, Dellifour House, do.
along with the Stall-holders and the Executive Committee

Secretary
r

Geo. C. Campbell, Brookville, Kingussie
15

Stalls

and

Stall -holders

And every mortal thing I do
Brings ringing money in the mart.''
—R. L. StevenSo92

..6
1.

Kingussie stall —

Yelloa , and Dark Blue.

The Right Honourable The Baroness Burton
assisted by
The Hon. Maud Burton and Mrs. Augustus Baillie

2.

$acleno& Stall —

Macfiherson Tartan.

Lady Macpherson-Grant of Invereshie, etc.
Mrs. Macpherson of Cluny Macpherson
Mrs. Macpherson of Balavil
assisted by
Mrs. de Falbe, Biallid

Miss Macpherson of Glentruim

Miss Henderson, Ballindalloch

Miss Eva H. L. Macpherson of Glentruim

Miss Bottomley, Balavil, Kingussie

3.

Kingussie Burgh stall —Berl,

11%hite and Flue.

Mrs. Wolfenden, Duke of Gordon Hotel, Kingussie
assisted by
Mrs. Macdonald, Dellifour House, Kingussie

Miss Gilbert, Ardchoile, Kingussie

Mrs. Ross, Craig-an-Darach, do.

Miss Macgillivray, Pitmain, do.

Mrs. Stewart, Dulnain-Bridge
Mrs. Macfarlane, Silverfjord, Kingussie

Miss E. Macgillivray, do.
Miss Macfarlane, Star Hotel, do.

Mrs. Gowland, London

Miss C. T. Macfarlane, Viewfield, do

Miss Gowland, do.

Miss J. T. Macfarlane, do.
Miss Wolfenden, Duke of Gordon Hotel, Kingussie

4.

Poftery stall —Royal

blue and Yellow.

Mrs. Whitehead of Alvie
assisted by
The Misses Whitehead, Mrs. J. Vandeleur Phelps, and Miss Harvey.
17
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5.

Basket Stall —Purfile.

Mrs. Simpson, Olenbank, Kingussie
Mrs. Campbell, Old Bank House, do.
The Misses Campbell, Argyll House, do.
assisted by
Miss Carrick, Rockville, Kingussie

Miss Grant, Alvie Cottage, Kingussie

Miss Dallas, The Mills, do.

Miss K. Robertson, Kerrow, do.
Miss Maclean, Gordon Hall, do.

Miss E. A. Mackenzie, Avondale, do.

Miss de Watteville, Sonnhalde, do.

Miss Macbain, The Knolle, Lynchat, do.

6.

Foreign work Stall—Scarlet and ff'hile.
The Misses MacRae, Homewood, Kingussie
assisted by

Mrs. MacRae, Nuide, Kingussie
Mrs. Shaw, Woodlea, Kingussie
Miss MacRae, Falls of Truim, Kingussie

7.

Work Stall—Pale Green and Tflliile.
Mrs. Mackenzie, Ardselma, Kingussie
Mrs. Bain, United Free Manse, do.
Mrs. de Watteville, Sonnhalde, do.
assisted by

Mrs. Paterson Brown, Edinburgh

Miss Nellie Macbain, The Knolle, Lynchat

Mrs. Campbell, Craigbeg, Kingussie

Miss Kidd, Willowbank, Kingussi-2

Mrs. Mackintosh, Glenfeshie, do.

Miss Wighton, Dundee

Miss Hobb, Schoolhouse, do.

Miss Brown, Westcott, Kingussie

Miss Mackenzie, Ardselma, do.

Miss Annie Maclennan, Edingreine, do.

Miss Bain, United Free Manse, do.

Miss Mackintosh, Woodlands, do.

Miss Dorothy Bain, do.
Miss Bessis Macbain, The Knolle, Lynchat

Miss Robertson, Kerrow, do.

S.

Miss M. Dallas, The Mills, do.

Sweets Stall— Mackinlosh Tartan.

'Mrs. Lachlan Mackintosh, Kingussie
Mrs. J. L. Mackintosh, Dunmore, do.
assisted by
Miss Macdonald, Columba Cottage, Kingussie

Miss Wynd, Isla Cottage, Rattray

Miss K. Macdonald, do.

Miss J. Dallas, The Mills, Kingussie

Miss Orchard, Spey Street, do.

Miss Cameron, Gynack Bank, do,

Miss Cattanach, Fingal House, Kingussie

THE

9.

(game and.

BOOK

OF

KINGUSSIE

19

Produce Stall—Caiirfibell Tarlralr.

Mrs. Macfarlane, The Manse, Kingussie
Mrs. Tait, Tirveyne, do.
assisted by
Mrs. Campbell, Braehead, Newtonmore

Mrs. A. D. Tait
Mre. Daubeny

Miss Campbell, do.

Mrs. Ronald Campbell

Master A. N. C. Campbell, do.

Miss Tait

Miss Roma C. Macfarlane, The Manse, Kingussie

Miss Barbara Tait

Captain Daubeny, R.N.

Miss Daubeny

Captain Ronald Campbell

10.

Relres'kment Stall —Grey an

Pink.

Mrs. Macpherson, Royal Hotel, Kingussie
Mrs. Macgillivray, Corshellach, do.
Mrs. Wm. Campbell, Gynack Street, do.
Mrs. Macpherson Smith, B.L. Bank House, do.
assisted by
Mrs. Macnaughton, Leask House, Kingussie

Miss Jessie Mackintosh, Westfield, Kingussie

Mrs. Whitehead, Carnchuine, do.

Miss Annie M`Intosh, High Street, do.

Miss Nora Macpherson, Edinburgh

Miss Anna MacLeod, Glenfeshie, Inverness

Miss Lizzie Macpherson, High Street, Kingussie

Miss Jeanie Macdonald, Glengarry, Kingussie

Miss Cissy Macpherson, Sunnybank, do.

Miss Nellie Fraser, St. Helens, do.

Miss Agnes Macpherson, Forestville, do.

Miss Annie Maclean, Gordon Hall, do.

Miss Sarah Macpherson, Tighnacoil, Newtonmore

Miss Watt, Gynack Villa, do.

Miss Clark, Buckie

11.

Parcel

Stall

Mr. George A. Crerar, Kingussie
Mr. A. M. Macintyre, do.
assisted by the Badenoch Troop Boy Scouts

Amusements

Mr. A. Cameron Lees, St. Giles, Kingussie
Mr. Ian de Watteville, Sonnhalde, do.
Miss Rodger, Royal Hotel, do.
Miss Chriftie, Ravenscraig, do,

Kingussie Golf Club

Office-bearers,
Presi d
ent,

1911

C. B. Macpherson of Balavil
IC Albert C. Macpherson of Cluny
James E. B. Baillie of Kingussie, M.V.O.

Vice-Presidents,

Provost Wolfenden

•Colonel Ewan Campbell, V.D.
Captain,
Honorary

Duncan Macpherson, Royal Hotel, Kingussie
J. T. Simpson, Solicitor, Kingussie

Treasurer,

Honorary Secretary,

Geo. C. Campbell, Brookville, Kingussie
rGeorge Masson, Bank of Scotland, Kingussie
Edward Roberts, M.A., Schoolhouse, do.

Green Committee,

William Campbell, Gynack Street, do.
Thomas Macgillivray, Corshellach, do.
James Mackintosh, Westfield,

do.

James A. Macdonald, Glengarry, do.

rJames
H an d
icap

Committee,

A. Macdonald, Glengarry, Kingussie

Archibald R. Dallas, The Mills, do.
John T. Cuthbert, Failand, do.
l

along with the Captain and Secretary.

Charles Watt

Green Keeper,
fissiatant

Green Keeper,

Duncan Meldrum
20
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CHARLES

BREWSTER

MACPHERSON,
PRESIDENT

ESQ.

OF

BALAVIL,

D.L.,
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Mr. Duncan Macpherson,
Captain

Mr. Geo. C. Campbell,
Honorary Secretary.

OFFICE-BEARERS

Mr. J. T. Simpson,
Honorary Treasurer.

OF

THE

CLUB.
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Mr. Tas. A. Macdonald.

Mr. Thos. M'Gillivray.

Mr. James Mackintosh.

Mr. Ed. Roberts, M.A.

Mr. Wm. Campbell.

Mr. Geo. Masson.

THE

GREEN

COMMITTEE

The History of the Club
By Donald T. Mackintosh, M.A.
N asking me to contribute to the Book of the
Bazaar a short sketch of the history of Kingussie Golf Club, the editor has entrusted me
with a task for which Imust, to begin with, protest
my incompetency.
My own connection with the

1

club dates only from the year 1904, and of its history
prior to that date Ihave no personal knowledge,
while such enquiries as Ihave made have not resulted
in much additional information.

Unfortunately also,

as is so often the case in connection with similar
institutions, the archives of the club during the first
years of its existence have disappeared, while even

Mr. D. T. Mackintosh, M.A.,
Secretary, 1904-9.

for the period which the existing minute books cover,
they do not contain much beyond lists of office-

bearers, terms of subscription, financial statements, etc., with which Ido not propose
to weary the patient reader.

Iwish therefore to make plain at the beginning of this

article that Iam not writing a history of the club.

Iam only giving a few notes on

one or two points connected with its past career which have acertain interest for me
personally.

As a matter of fact the club has no history.

The course of its existence

has been a singularly uneventful one, in which nothing more momentous has ever
happened than an occasional agitation in favour of raising the subscription.
The club was, Ibelieve, first instituted in the year 1890, so that the present
year signalises its coming-of-age.

Just about that time Kingussie was beginning to

flourish as a summer resort, and the necessity for additional means of public recreation
was making itself felt.
Glen Gynack naturally suggested itself as the most suitable
locality for a golf course. It was not the only site considered, and as amatter of fact,
if other things were equal, it is not the best site for such an institution that offers itself
in the district.

The Dell, stretching along the river banks, offers distinctly more

promising material for the construction of a good course, and would have been much
more easily adapted to the purpose.

But its liability to flooding put it at once out of

the question, and the choice made by the civic fathers of that generation must be
approved by their successors of to-day. It would be useless to attempt to enumerate
24
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the names of those who were connected with the movement for the establishment of
the club.

The lists have perished, and though they might be conjecturally recon-

structed, the result would still be incomplete.
whose activities were specially evident.

Ishall, therefore, mention only three

The first of these is Mr. Macpherson of

Balavil, who has been honorary president of the club since its commencement.

I

cannot say whether Mr. Macpherson was present at the meeting when the project
took definite shape, but he was one of its warmest supporters, and gave to the club
at its outset the same encouragement and support which he has extended to it at every
stage of its progress.

The only other names Iwish to mention are those of the late

Provost Macpherson and Mr. A. F. Fyfe, Clury House.

The latter took a specially

active part in the proceedings at the foundation of the club, and, unlike several of the
other promoters, his interest in its welfare survived the early years of its existence.
Mr. Fyfe is no longer a playing member of the club, afact which is not less amatter
of regret to us than to him, but he has not ceased to follow its fortunes with the
keenest interest, and there is no inhabitant of Kingussie whose labours on its behalf
deserve warmer recognition.

THE

GOLF

COURSE

FROM

THE

NORTH

The original course was laid out by the late Captain MacHardy, M.V.O.,
Chief Constable of Inverness-shire, whose well-justified boast it used to be that he
I

C
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had laid out more golf courses than any of his contemporaries.
holes, all situated on the west side of the Gynack burn.

It consisted of nine

Of the round as planned

by him only the first and last holes now remain. The extreme outmost limit of the
course was situated at the present third hole, which was then the fourth. The ground
now utilised for the fourth and fifth holes was at that time covered with a dense
growth of bracken, which the promoters of the club did not meddle with. Even if
they had contemplated a war of extermination on the bracken—no very difficult
campaign—the funds at their disposal would not have permitted of it.

Iam told that

the total capital subscribed for the institution of the course amounted to the sum of
£8. The amount would suggest that the founders of the club were not very sanguine
as to its permanency, and the circumstances of the succeeding year justified their
pessimism.

For in 1891 the club, owing to a disagreement as to the terms of their

tenure of the ground, were summarily ejected, and had to seek a temporary refuge
elsewhere.

What the causes of this disagreement were Ido not know, but Ihave

no doubt the club largely had themselves to blame.

Badenoch people have always

been, like Allan Breck, "bonnie fechters."
During this period of exile the members were indebted to the kindness of the
late Mrs. Pullar, then tenant of Kerrow farm, for permission to establish themselves
on ground situated in the vicinity of the Three Bridges, about a mile to the eastwards
of Kingussie. The temporary course set up there, however, could not by any stretch
of the imagination be called a good one. Generally speaking, one teed on a clump
of rushes, and played to an oasis in the middle of a marsh. Sometimes, by way of
variety, one teed in the middle of a marsh, and played towards a clump of rushes.
But for a whole summer this makeshift course had to answer the requirements of the
rising school of golfers in Kingussie.

They were an enthusiastic race in those days,

and less given to voicing complaints than they are nowadays, but it would be gross
flattery to say that their skill was on a par with their enthusiasm. Ihave dim recollections of one of the early prizes competed for on the course at Glen Gynack being
won with a score of 67 for the nine holes, which was considered extraordinarily
good golf.
In 1892 the differences regarding the tenure of Glen Gynack were happily
smoothed over, and the club returned to its old course on a five years' lease.

On

its expiry a further extension was secured, and matters remained on this footing until
1907, when an eighteen years' lease was obtained from the Superior of the estate,
Mr. Baillie of Dochfour.
It was not until 1898 that the club became possessed of a club-house, and the
erection of the building in that year was due to the initiative of Mr. Duncan Macpherson, Royal Hotel, Kingussie, whose connection with our club dates from two
.R r4.
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years previously, and who has been and remains one of its most consistently active
and enterprising members, having occupied the position of captain on ten occasionF,
a record which is not shared by any other member.
severely felt, but it had its compensating advantages.

The want of aclub-house was
As my friend, Mr. Stevenson,

of Glasgow, who has played over the course every year since its institution, remarked
to me on one occasion, one could always, at least in those days, tell who was on the
course by examining the waistcoats hanging on the birch trees in the neighbourhood
of the first tee. The original club-house was a ready-made composite structure, containing only two rooms. It soon began to prove inadequate to the requirements of
the club, which increased its membership about this time at a surprising rate.

By

very extensive alterations in 1904 it was enlarged to nearly three times its original
size, and it was thought that the new building might serve for a considerable period
to come. The years immediately succeeding, however, witnessed an even more rapid
growth in membership than the club had previously experienced.
The new clubhouse was scarcely opened when renewed complaints were heard as to overcrowding,
and the result has been the erection this year of the present handsome building, which
is both larger and more substantial than either of its predecessors.

THE

FORMER

As Isurvey it, I

CLUBHOUSE

find myself wondering how long it will satisfy the growing requirements of the golfing
community, and when the much-harassed committee will be faced with demands for
a still more elaborate structure.
that day will not be far distant.

If the past history of the club counts for anything,
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The changes undergone by the course itself during the club's existence have
been neither few in number nor trifling in extent.

Reference has already been made

to the line of play as originally fixed, with the present third green as its turning-point.
The first alteration of this order of things came when this green was abandoned,
and anew hole made in the neighbourhood of the present fifth green, but somewhat
nearer the burn. At what period this change was made Icannot tell exactly, but I
fancy it was about 189 7. In 1904, at the time the club-house was being enlarged,
further extensive alterations were made on the course itself. Permission was obtained
from Mrs. Macgillivray, of' Ballachroan, to extend the course over the ground now
occupied by the fourth and fifth holes, and by the inclusion of this territory a rearrangement of the remaining holes was effected, which materially added to the
variety of the course.
In particular it enabled one really good long hole to be
included in the nine holes of which the round consisted.
This was the sixth ; the
tee for which was on the site of the present sixth tee, while the putting green was
located on the flat beside the well, immediately below the existing seventeenth hole.
Ihave always considered this course as being on the whole the best the club has
ever possessed.
But it had its drawbacks. The second, sixth, seventh and eighth
holes all followed a line more or less parallel, and they were crowded pretty closely
together.

It is true that the crowding was not more noticeable than in the case of

many classic links of world-wide reputation, but people submit without grumbling on
classic links to conditions which they are not slow to object to on struggling inland
courses.

Icannot say that in this case the complaints were without justification, for

as the number of players increased, the congestion at times was very troublesome,
and it soon became evident that the only way out of this recurring difficulty was the
extension of the course to the regulation eighteen holes.
The flat ground on the
east side of the Gynack was the only stretch available for this purpose, and at that
time it did not look at all promising material to work on.
Some difficulty was
experienced at the outset in acquiring it, and the club had to wait for a year or two
before securing possession.
But in 1907 these difficulties were overcome, and an
eighteen years' lease of the already existing course and the new ground was obtained
from the Superior on very reasonable terms.
In laying out the additional nine holes

the club had the benefit of Harry

Vardon's advice. For this privilege they had principally to thank their faithful supporter, Mr. A. E. Gilbert, Ardchoile. Mr. Gilbert has always taken a warm interest
in the development of our little club, and was an ardent advocate of the extension.
Ithink Iam right in stating that he was the originator of it.
Certainly he was in
the habit of urging it on the committee before Imyself considered it feasible.
It
was on Mr. Gilbert's suggestion that Vardon was brought to Kingussie to advise on
the disposition of the extra holes, and avery handsome share of the expenses incident
to the occasion was also borne by him.
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Opportunity was taken of this visit to arrange a match on the old course
at the same time, between Vardon and Herd.
The game, played on August 23,
1906, proved a conspicuous success. It found Vardon in one of his great moods,
and the 67 which he registered on the double round in the afternoon was from

VARDON

DRIVING

AT

THE

FIRST

TEE

every point of view a marvellous performance. It is not necessary to go into details
here, but it 13 of interest to note that the great player himself remarked more than
once in the course of his visit to the present writer, and to other members of the
club committee, that he counted it one of the best rounds of his life.

It certainly

was magnificent golf, for the old nine holes were a much harder test of golf than
anything the present course affords. The Scotsman in its comments on the game
on that occasion said:
It was wonderful golf.

After the firsR round (a 38), and

the greens, he simply did not make a single blunder.

when

he

had got the run of

He was particularly careful about his putts,

and made no mistake whatever on any of the last twenty-seven greens.

Off the tee he pulled his

drive at the fifth in the first round into the wood, and had to sacrifice a stroke, but otherwise he
kept a perfect line throughout.

His 33 in the mornia.o, also should have been a stroke less, as the

ball in approaching the seventh green caught a little hillock and jumped off into very bad ground.
He had not one 6 in the thirty-six holes, and this although eight of the holes he played ran up
to 500 yards, and every approach in the round requires thinking over.

The following were the details of his record afternoon score:3 4 3 3 4 5 4 4 4— 34
2 5 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 -33-67

h
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The previous record for the course was 75, made by Mr. George Robertson, a local
player, and Mr. W. Kinloch Anderson, a North Berwick visitor, and the bogey
score was 76. Herd's two rounds of 74 and 80 represented avery good long game,
and he did some very clever work with his mashie, but he seemed unhappy on the
greens, frequently taking three, and even four, putts to Vardon's steady two.

He

was evidently a good deal put out in losing four successive holes by just lipping
the cup.
The principal outcome of Vardon's advice on the laying out of the new part
of the course was the inclusion of the present ninth in the scheme. Previous to his
visit some of us had had one or two tries in our own amateur way at plotting out
the new ground, but none of us considered the ground on which this hole is now
placed as at all feasible, for it was covered with a stubbly growth of heather, varied
by a plentiful crop of boulders.

He, however, fixed on it at once as the very spot

for a short hole. The club committee proposed to call this hole by the name of
its famous discoverer, but the members, both residents and visitors, have combined
with singular and unanimous perversity in naming it Spion Kop.
Opinions have
varied as to the value of the hole; but it has always been found that whenever any
attempt was made to leave it out of- the round, the outcry raised by the members of
the club was so great as to prove that, however viciously they may speak of it
when they have played it badly, they recognise in calmer and saner moments its
value as a test of good pitching.

HERD

Its inclusion added considerably to the length, and

PUTTING

AT

THE

SIXTH

GREEN
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even more to the roominess, of the succeeding four holes, and, indeed, if the visit of
the ex-champion had produced no other results, it would have been more than justified

by this result alone.

The remaining holes on the old part of the course are not

played now exactly as laid down in the original scheme, the reason for the alteration
being the difficulty found in bridging the Gynack at the point where the line of play
was intended to cross its channel.
On the completion of the new course a second professional match was arranged
between Vardon and Herd.

The latter on this occasion (August 26, 1908) suc-

ceeded in defeating his redoubtable antagonist, by whom in the earlier match he
had been beaten hands down, and his score of 70 registered in the afternoon round
may rank as a very meritorious performance.

For the benefit of those who may be

anxious to compare their own achievements with those of the professionals, it may be
mentioned that the course played over in this match differed considerably from that
in use to-day.

difficult.

It was at least some 400 yards longer, and was a good deal more

Herd's score figures as the official professional record of the course, but as

a matter of fact it was
proximate score,

as

he

only an apdid

not hole

out on the third green.
Of recent years the club has been
indebted to two of its visiting members
for the presentation of handsome competition trophies.

The

the Montgomerie

Cup, is the

first

of

these,
gift

of

Mr. John Montgomerie, Partick, one of
Glasgow's best known citizens,

and

is

played for in July under handicap conditions, the entry being open to members
of any club playing on the course during
the month of

the competition.

This

year Mr. C. M. Bain, of Shanghai, a
brother of the respected minister of Kingussie United Free Church, has presented
us with another cup, to be known as

...:.. ...:..

the North China Cup, which is confined to

local

members.

trophies have done

These two

much to stimulate

interest in the game in our neighbourhood.

When the club was first founded,

for some reason or other it

failed to

fry.:>:{?•i•:....34:.4N•.'.•i.-0

Challenge Cup presented to the Club by
John Montgomerie, Esq., Glasgow.
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attract to its membership many of the more youthful section of the population, and
it must be confessed that, with one or two outstanding exceptions, the standard of
play was not, generally speaking, high.

But this state of affairs has been altered.

The younger generation are now taking a more lively interest in the game and the
affairs of the club, which to-day can put into the field a team of players who need
not be ashamed of themselves in any company.
As for the future of the club, its prospects seem to me to be of the rosiest
description. It is happy in the possession of a course which, although on the short
side, more than atones for this defect by its variety and genuinely sporting character.
The word "sporting" is of rather vague signification in some of its applications, and
is, Iam aware, often used to cover a multitude of sins.

But it certainly applies in

its true sense to the course in Glen Gynack, no two holes of which are of a similar
nature, or can be negotiated in exactly the same way.

To those of us who re-

member what that course was at the beginning, or even a few years ago, the
progress that has been made will appear as very great indeed.

Iam sure that

with its present capable committee, and its present active and enthusiastic secretary,
the club is now entering on a new era of progress and prosperity.

For one thing,

it is going to have a good deal more money at its disposal than was the case in the
past, and golf courses are expensive luxuries that require a liberal supply of this
commodity.
I hope it is also going to carry into the future the same spirit of
harmony and good fellowship which, Ican testify from personal experience, was one
of the chief characteristics of its membership in the past.

In Praise of Glen Gynack
By Rev. John Smith, M.A.
fla
OME, all ye gay golfers—here's luck to your name!-Come, shoulder your clubs, ye that love the old game.
And come, Iwill lead you to Gynack's green glen,
Far away from the haunts and the business of men.
Oh, come when the dew-drop lies thick on the grass,
When the mist like a shroud hides the dark mountain pass,
When the first woodland praise to high Heaven is borne,
And the resinous pine scents the breath of the morn.
But first pause on the brae-top adjoining the Mill,
And dwell on the splendour of wood, vale, and hill;
While the murmuring stream, as it gurgles along
With a leap and a dance, soothes the ear with its song.
See, through the green meadow the proud, lordly Spey,
Like a thread of pure silver, pursuing its way.
See beyond it the sweep of those mighty blue Bens,
Flow'ry meads in their bosom, and rich grassy glens.
See Ruthven's grey ruin, as it stands bare and cold,
With the spirit that breathed in the heroes of old,
Defiant of fate, when the wild slogan cry
Called them out to do battle, to dare—or to die.
Then pass 'mong the fir trees, the green, scented larch
That stand o'er your path, a triumphal grand arch,
'Mid profusion all touched by some strange magic wand,
And you're ushered at length into fair Fairyland.
And, hush !in the stillness a weird, chatt'ring sound,
The voices of myriads of spirits unbound,
In mysterious converse with those of their kind,
As they hover and float on the wings of the wind.
33
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See before you—but no! lifeless words, had they been
Those of angels and men, could not picture the scene,
As the mist, slowly rising, unfolds to the eyes
All the glory, in essence, of first paradise.
Yonder mountain and moorland, there loch, tarn, and stream,
The mossy green sward, like some sight in a dream.
Here peace and repose, there magnificence wild,
Beauty cradled in state like a sweet, sleeping child.
Oh, come when the noon sun shines bright in the sky,
When the world's all aglow in the glance of its eye,
When the fragrance of honey, extracted with care
From the rich purple heath, faintly perfumes the air.
Or come when the cool evening breeze fans the brow,
When the tired feathered world seeks repose in the bough,
When the bee, heavy laden, returns to its cell,
And the shadows flit ghost-like o'er mountain and dell.
Oh, come with your "swallow," your "hawk," or your "kite",
Let your "rubber-core " soar unrestrained in its flight.
Avoid the dread bunker, the hazard, and still
Here you'll find just the course that will test your best skill.
Come, then, for a space; leave the hot, dusty street.
At Kingussie a good Highland welcome you'll meet.
There is life, there is health, there's romance in the air
Of the Queen of all golf links, Glen Gynack the fail

The Story of Kingussie
F.10
IKE twin sentinels guarding "the run of Spey " stand two grassy mounds or
knolls in close proximity to Kingussie.

They stand, as they have stood for

centuries, one on either bank of the river, bearing witness to the many ups
and downs in the fortunes of the ancient Lordship of Badenoch. They have shared,
between them, the honour of being its Capital.
The hillock on the south bank
of the river was for long surmounted by the Castle of Ruthven, of martial memory,
about the gates of which clustered a hamlet of the same name.

This hamlet,

which in its day boasted a considerable importance, formed the "Castletown."
The mound on the north bank marked the proximity of the Church, with its
own attendant hamlet, which formed the "Kirktown."
It might be said that the
histories of these two "towns" are so closely bound up together that they cannot
be separated, but this is not really so. In their association Ruthven was until the end
of the 18th century the predominating partner. Its story has more than once been
written already, and by none better than the late Provost Macpherson in his monumental work, "Church and Social Life in the Highlands."
Kingussie has, on the
other hand, been somewhat neglected by historical writers, and apart from the local
guide books'' (which have been found invaluable in connection with this article),
no attempt was made to tell its story consecutively until the publication two years ago
of that delightful volume, "By Loch and River," from the pen of the Rev. Thomas
Sinton, of Dores. That book contained a sketch entitled "Annals of the Village,"
which showed that Kingussie, as the "Kirktown," has ever had an existence quite
separate from the "Castletown," and a story of its own.
The beginning of the story is wrapped in obscurity.

Before the birth of Christ,

and for a few centuries thereafter, it is believed Kingussie held some position of
importance in the ancient Pictish kingdom.
It lay near the frontier, the range of
Grampian Mountains, and yet was but forty miles distant from Inverness, the capital
and seat of government. In the new Statistical Account of Scotland it is stated that
"the parish of Kingussie contains some Druidical circles."
One of these circles
stood, it is said, on the top of the mound which now holds the Parish Church and
Churchyard.

It was known as "the Standing Stones."

There is still some dubiety

*"Kingussie and Upper Speyside," published by George A. Crerar, bookseller, Kingussie, 6th
edition; "Romantic Badenoch," published by J. Johnstone, stationer, &c., Kingussie, Revised edition,
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as to what these circles or standing stones signified.
That they were in some way
connected with the functions of the Druids is well settled.
The Druids were the
priests or witch-doctors of the Picts, and exercised a powerful influence amongst the people.
The standing stones may therefore have marked
the place of worship or sacrifice, or even sepulture ; they

may possibly

seat of justice.

have

indicated

the

The standing stones of Kingussie

were, during some period of their existence at
least, connected with the dispensation of justice,
for it has been ascertained that their site was
known to our forefathers as Tom a' Mhoid
(the court mound).
This mound stood on the
outskirts of a great fir or pine forest, and so came
to be known by the ancient Celtic name Ceann-a
Duncan Cameron,
Chief Magistrate 1866-1877.

or C;nn-a ghuibbsazck, which signifies the termination or head of the fir wood. At

gbuiLksazck

the dawn of the Christian era the inhabitants of
Kingussie were the ancient Caledonians, who have been described by the Roman
historians.
They were a fierce people, with thick, red hair, and long, powerful
limbs. They painted their bodies sometimes with pictures of wild beasts, and led
Spartan lives. They did not herd very much in towns, but led a nomadic sort of
existence. They preferred a pastoral life to agriculture, and possessed little attachment to their native soil.
They were dangerous fighters in attack, but their lack
of cohesion and discipline rendered them incapable of resisting a firm opposition. It
was Cato who said of them that they were devoted mainly to warfare and witty

conversation.

Their language was Gaelic, and, it is believed, closely resembled

that tongue as used in Kingussie to-day.
Kingussie prior to 210 A.D.

Such, then, were our predecessors in

In that year Severus, the Roman Emperor, came to

Britain to quell a rebellion, and, it is said, penetrated to the extreme North of Scotland.

Skene in his "Celtic Scotland " indicates that in his opinion the Roman

army returned through the heart of the Highlands, and states that there are traces
of Roman works within a mile of Kingussie.

In the New Statistical Account also

it is related that in the vicinity of Kingussie there exists the appearance of a Roman
encampment, near which some years ago were found an urn containing ashes, and a
Roman tripod. These discoveries have not been confirmed nor, in the light of recent
scientific research, can the theories advanced by Skene now be accepted.
The
traditions of Roman armies and occupations, so far as Badenoch at least is concerned,
are now held to be absolutely devoid of foundation.

Whether or not the Romans

were ever in Kingussie, it is certain that no mark was left by them on the pages
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These pages for the next three and a half centuries are absolutely

blank, for no further entry appears until the year 565.
It was then that Saint
Columba made a pilgrimage from Iona to Inverness, to carry the story of Christianity
to the Court of Brude, King of the Picts. There is a tradition here that while on
that pilgrimage St. Columba himself established a church in Kingussie. This, however. is not absolutely certain.
It is more probable that at this time the Saint did
not tarry by the way—for only two friends or disciples accompanied him—but
hastened on to the Capital, there to place himself under the protection of the
Sovereign.

Having firmly established his position at Inverness, St. Columba com-

menced a missionary crusade throughout the whole country of the Picts, and there
is nothing more likely than that the chapel on the banks of the Gynack was founded
at that time.

It has been suggested that the founder of the church here was the

learned Adamnan, successor and biographer of the pious Columba, and this is not
improbable. Part of one of the walls of this chapel can still be seen at the end of
the graveyard beside the Mill.
That graveyard is still known as St. Columba's
Churchyard. The form of Christianity preached by these early missionaries was,
during the lifetime of St. Columba's successor, brought into conformity with that of
the Church of Rome, and that faith continues to the present day to find adherents
in Kingussie.
Prior to the coming of St. Columba and his followers, the whole country north
of the Forth and Clyde was like a vast wilderness, without way or road through
the thick, dark woods.
Soon, however, the work of the Church began to bear
fruit, and the ancient paganism steadily gave way before the civilising influences of
Christianity. The country now began to attract the attention of foreigners, and was
subjected in the succeeding centuries to numerous invasions and incursions.
Danes

and

Norsemen came

by sea from the north, while Norman

emigrants entered the country from the south.

The

and Saxon

These latter were welcomed in the

Lowlands of Scotland, but the men of the North viewed the coming of the strangers
with suspicion, and vainly attempted to repel them.
Caledonia now became absorbed in the Kingdom of Scotland, and thenceforth
was known as the Province of Moray.
who had unlimited power.

This province was governed by amaormor,

In the course of successive reigns there were numerous

changes amongst the maormors, and those who had, or fancied they had, pretensions
to the office, stirred up strife amongst the people.
The result was that, after
repeated risings and revolutions, the inhabitants of this country were dealt with by a
firm hand, and thoroughly brought into subjection.
The Crown parcelled out the
country anew, and Comyn, a great Norman Lord, was set over Badenoch.
The early story of Kingussie has much to do with ecclesiastical affairs, and so
the curtain next rises on the Church here in the 12th century. In the middle of
4
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that century the occupant of the cure of Kingussie was one Muriach, or Murdoch.
He was a younger son of a family of some distinction in the neighbourhood, and
so had been bred to the church.
Upon the death of his elder brother without
issue, Muriach became head of his family, and captain (or chief) of Clan Chattan.
He thereupon obtained a dispensation from the
Pope (1 173 A.D.), and married a daughter of
the Thane of Calder (Cawdor), by whom he
had five sons.
His son Ewan succeeded him
in the headship of the family, and as surnames
were then being universally adopted, Ewan
his descendants became known as "sons of
parson," or Macpherson. This is still the
tinguishing appellation of the clan which
dominates in Kingussie to the present time.
The influence of the strangers was

and
the
dispre-

now

being felt in the administration of the country,
and towards the close of the 12th century the

Alexander Crerar, J.P.,

Chief Magistrate 1877-1881.
Province of Moray was placed under aparochial
system. Each district or parish had its resident
priest, who was maintained by tithes from the overlord's lands, crops, pastures and
fishings. Some of these parishes were erected and endowed by the Crown; others
by strangers who had settled in the country. Thus, about the year 1200, Kingussie

was created a parish, and an endowment for apriest granted by acertain Gilbert
de Katherun, or Kathern.
On 25th August, 1203, William the Lion granted a
charter confirming to Bricius, then Bishop of Moray, "that presentation which Gilbert
de Kathern made ...of the Church of Kinguscy ..."
In the year 1226
Andrew, the next Bishop of Moray, created the incumbent of the Churches of
Kingusy and Inche for all time to be a Canon or Prebendary of the Cathedral
Church in. Elgin.
The Prebendary of Kinguscy in 1253 was one William of
Elgin. In an ordination order of 10th December, 1253, the Reverend William
is mentioned as binding himself by oath to give twenty marks (£ 1 2s. 6d.) from his
tithes towards the maintenance of apoor writer or notary from Rome, then resident
in Berwick. This was remarkable generosity on the part of the prebendary, for we
read that in the year 1275 the vicarage teinds of the parish of Kingussie only
amounted in annual value to a sum of £6 13s. 4d. sterling.
In 1380 Alexander Stewart, the notorious Wolf of Badenoch, laid claim to
certain church lands, including those of Kingussie. The Bishop of Moray of the time
opposed this demand, and after many wordy battles the "Wolf " departed from his
claim.
Perhaps on account of the manner in which the "Wolf " restrained his

followers

from

violence

on

this

occasion,

the desirable domain of Rothiemurchus.

he

was

in the following

year granted

It is of interest to us to note that at the

outset of these negotiations the "Wolf ," as Lord of Badenoch, appointed a court
to be held (10th October,

1380) at the "Standand Stanys of Kingucy," so that

the bishop might produce his titles for examination.

The vicar of Kingussie in this

same year was one Gilbert, who attended at Ruthven Castle during the "Wolf's "

During
way in

the

century

Kingussie.

On

which

followed

8th November,

religious

matters

made

great

head-

1451 , King James II. granted charters

eredting the crofts and acres of the Church of Kingussie, and other church lands
into a Barony, to be held by John Bishop of Moray, and
bishopric . About the year
Earl of Huntly.

his successors in the

1490 a Priory was founded here by George, second

Some writers are of opinion that the Priory of Kingussie stood on
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the site of the old church of St. Columba on the banks of the Gynack, while others
believe it occupied a position in the centre of the town, near the Middle Churchyard.

The latter is the more likely theory, as ecclesiastical buildings are known to

have stood there until towards the end of the 18th century.

In his "History of the

Province of Moray," Shaw says that he had not learned of what order the monks
were.

Contemporary records, however, bear that the Carmelite Friars of Inverbervy

in Kincardineshire held the Churches of Kingussie and Dunottar.

This connection
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was doubtless the result of the relationship which then existed between the
Gordon family and Keith, Earl Marischal, whose seat was at Dunottar.
We may
therefore assume that the monks of Kingussie belonged to the Order of Carmelites,
or White Friars.

Curiously enough, no information can be obtained as to the identity

of the successive priors.

This is unfortunate, for it is very probable that more than

one prominent man of his time may have occupied this high office.
Early in the 16th century there was begun aconnection with Kingussie of afamily
of divines who, in their way, brought some little lustre to the kirktown.
the Leslies.

These were

On 15th October, 1508, Master Thomas Lesly is mentioned as Pre-

bendary of Kingussie.

From contemporary documents, and the records of the Chapter

of Elgin Cathedral, the name of Master Gavin Lesly, or Leslie, repeatedly occurs
as Rector or Prebendary of Kingussie between
the years 1520 and

1547.

Celibacy of the

clergy was not then so strictly enforced as now,
and so Master Gavin appears to have been a
married

man.

In

1527 there was born

to

him at
studied

Kingussie a son, John.
This son
at King's College, Aberdeen, at

Paris, and at Poitiers, and in 1566 became
Bishop of Ross. Through his zeal in opposing
the Reformation, and his partisanship for Queen
Mary, he suffered imprisonment and exile, and
died in amonastery in Brussels in 1596.

Bishop

John was the author of an able history of Scotland, written in Latin.
Mention has just been made of Mary Queen

William Roberts, C.E., J.P.,
Chief Magistrate 1881-1883.

of Scots, and here it is fitting to state that in
1563 Her Majesty resorted to the old Castle of Ruthven in the course of ahunting
expedition in the forests of Mar, Badenoch, and Atholl. On this occasion the kill
numbered 360 deer, 5 wolves, and some roes, and "the Queen returned to Blair
delighted with the sport."
From our knowledge of Queen Mary's sympathies, we
have little doubt but that she paid a visit to the kirktown while in this vicinity. The
parson in residence at that time was either the Rev. George Hepburne or the Rev.
Archibald Lyndesay, who successively held the living from 15 60 to 15 67.
In the years of Reformation, Kingussie does not appear to have played any
Phlegmatic then as now in religious matters, the lay inhabitants
allowed events to shape their own ends.
A story is told somewhere that, when
opinions ultimately divided, a simple solution of the housing difficulty was readily
very active part.

D
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found by fixing up a stout board in the centre of the church, so that the Catholics
might use that portion which contained the altar, while the reformed Protestants used
the other end.
The first Protestant minister in Kingussie was the Rev. John
Glass, who was appointed in 1567.
The present parish minister, the Rev. Dugald
Macfarlane, is the twentieth in succession.
In the century which followed the coming of Protestantism, the whole North
of Scotland was kept in a state of constant ferment, at first by local feuds and
risings, and latterly by the warlike invasions of Montrose, and Cromwell, and Dundee.
Ruthven Castle was a centre of hostilities during the whole of this period, and
Kingussie must to some extent have been affected.

HIGH

STREET

(LOOKING

EASTWARDS)

The Priory and its lands had been resumed by the Gordon family at the
Reformation, and now, notwithstanding the storms of war that raged without, the
Roman Catholic priest and Protestant minister, or exhorter, were living at peace
within. It has been suggested to the present writer that the Protestants must have
given up the joint use of the church at the Priory, and restored for themselves the
old Chapel of St. Columba; and, after their numbers had so increased that they
exceeded those of the Catholics, they returned and evicted the latter from the Middle

t
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This, however, is matter of pure speculation,

On 3rd September, 1715, the standard of the Chevalier, as King James VIII.,
was raised at Braemar, and we read that the Cluny Macpherson of that time joined
the rising with a considerable contingent of followers. Among those followers were
doubtless many men of Kingussie, but of their exploits little can be gleaned. Soon
after the rising of "the Fifteen " General George Wade was appointed General
Officer commanding in the Highlands during the pacification. He was of the corps
of Royal Engineers, and soon after coming to the North he set about using his
expert knowledge in the interests of the country.
To him is due the credit of
having fiat made tolerable travelling roads through the Highlands. Almost all trace
of the old military roads as they approached Kingussie has now disappeared. That
from the south came by Dalwhinnie along the present line of county road until the
farm of Etteridge was reached, when it turned sharply to the right, through the
moorland, past Phones Shooting Lodge and the Milton of Nuide, until it came out
on the lands of Ruthven, to the south-west of the farm-house. Continuing round the
farm buildings, it descended by the present "Ruthven Brae," at the foot of which
it turned again to the right, through the meadow, until it reached a ford in the
river, the correct position of which it has been found almost impossible to ascertain.
The road through this meadow was joined by another coming from the direction
of Gordon Hall, and these united formed a path to the ferry which crossed the
river near the site of the present boat-house. The ferryman had a substantial house
on the north side of the river, just below the Manse, but the building has now
quite disappeared.
After crossing the ford and ferry, the road was carried by
what is now known as the Manse Road, on to the present high road, until Castle
Bhran was reached, when it passed away to the north-east, through the lands of
Kerrow.
This road was made between 1727 and 1737, but it was of little
commercial assistance to Kingussie, as it merely skirted, and did not pass through
the village.
4r

In the years which followed, the Highlands of Scotland passed through many
vicissitudes. Many of the men of Kingussie were out in the '45, and their descendants can yet tell interesting tales of the terrors of that time. In the successive sieges
and evacuations of Ruthven Barracks over the water, Kingussie is not mentioned as
having taken any part. It is, however, not unreasonable to suppose that the kirktown suffered to some extent by the carrying on of hostilities almost at its door.
Some three or four years ago a large iron cannon ball was dug up in the garden
of Churchill, in Duke Street, but whether this was fired from Ruthven towards the
Court Mound, or was a misdirected shot of some of the besiegers, who can tell?
In the year 1792 the old Priory Church in the middle of the town was
abandoned for a new edifice erected by the heritors of the parish, and this building
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continues yet to be used as the Parish Church.
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The new graveyard was soon

afterwards laid out and set apart for its proper purpose, but it was some years afterwards ere it was generally .
adopted by the inhabitants as a place of sepulture.
About this time the estate of Raitts, near Kingussie, was acquired by James Macpherson, the translator of Ossian's works, who changed the name to Belleville,
which in its Gaelicised form, "Balavil," it still retains.
Macpherson was born at
Ruthven in 1736, and after a course at Aberdeen University, returned to his native
village, where for a time he acted as schoolmaster. By his works he brought renown
to Kingussie, for in the words of Dr. (now Sir James) Cameron Lees in his most
readable "History of the County of Inverness," James Macpherson was, "so far as
literature is concerned, the best known man connected with Inverness-shire."
After the '45 and the subsequent abolition of heritable jurisdictions in 1747,
the castletown of Ruthven began to lose much of its importance.

The suppression

of military authority on the part of the landowners diverted the interests of the
natives to agriculture and peaceful pursuits. To the former the inhabitants of Badenoch devoted themselves with much enthusiasm.
On every holding in the district
flax was then to some extent cultivated, and in order to develop the manufacture of
lint the Duke of Gordon conceived the commendable idea of erecting mills in
Kingussie.

This idea was carried into effect by the erection towards the end of

the 18th century of a lint mill on a site almost opposite the junction of Duke
Street and High Street, while two other mills were set up on the banks of the
Gynack burn.
In order further to foster the industry of the inhabitants, the Duke
had plans of what would nowadays be known as a "garden village," prepared by
George Brown, land surveyor in Inverness ;and although not absolutely adhered to,
these plans formed the only basis of the feuing of Kingussie which has ever been
known. In the centre of the village there was to be alarge market square, bounded
on the south by the feus in South Street, now Spey Street, on the east by Gordon
Street, now Duke Street, and on the north by the feus facing the old King's Highway, or High Street. This square never assumed permanent form, and the ground
is now included in the gardens to the rear of the houses erected on the several
streets. At this time there was set up in the centre of the town ameal mill which
occupied the site of what is now known as Granite House. The career of the lint
mill was but a short one, and the Duke's well-intentioned scheme came to nothing.
The meal mill, on the other hand, had a long and useful existence, and
superseded by the present one on the east bank of the Gynack when
became ruinous.
About this time also two important institutions were
from Ruthven to Kingussie. One of these was the Baron Bailie Court of

was only
the other
transferred
the Lord-

ship of Badenoch, for the accommodation of which the Duke erected a new
tolbooth about midway between the meal mill and the lint mill, on the site now
occupied by Sussex House and the Parish Council Offices.

The other was the
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parish school, which was built at the foot of the Tom a' Mhoid, facing the High
Street.

This building has now been remodelled, and is used to-day as the head-

quarters of F Company 4th Battalion Cameron Highlanders (Territorials).
With the removal of these centres of activity, Ruthven fell upon evil days.
Its streets were now absolutely deserted, and with neglect and the passing of years
all trace of it has since disappeared.

The old ferry now became superseded by a
fine

wooden

Ruthven

bridge

Farm-house,

over

the

Spey

and a few

below

years later

(1813-20) the whole of the roads in the district were remade according to a system then
introduced by John Louden M`Adam, an Ayrshire

man.

,A handsome

stone

bridge

was

erected over the Spey at Ralia, and the county
road

brought into

Kingussie

by way of the

village of Newtonmore.
Coaches had been
plying between Perth and Inverness since the
closing years of the 18th century, and Kingussie
was a recognised and important stopping place.
After the death (in 1836) of George, fifth
and last Duke of Gordon, the estate of Kingussie
Lachlan Mackintosh of Letterfinlay, J.P.,
Chief Magistrate 1883-1890

passed by purchase into the hands Mr. James
Evan Baillie of Glenelg, and the superiority of
the town is still in this family.

In 1843 came the Disruption in the Church of Scotland, but this event,
momentous as it was, does not appear to have greatly disturbed the serenity of
Kingussie.
Of course a "Free " congregation duly hived off from the Established,
and two years later (1845) built for themselves a church- on a site near the
present Railway Station.
In the year 1861 Kingussie was honoured by a visit from Queen Victoria and
her devoted Consort, Prince Albert. In "Leaves from the Journal of our Life in
the Highlands," Her Majesty recorded the incident thus:—
We drove along the road over several

bridges

. . . close below the ruined Ca§tle

of

Ruthven, which we could just descry in the dusk—and on a long wooden bridge over the Spey to
an inn at Kingussie, a very straggling place, with very few cottages.

Already, before we arrived

there, we were struck by people standing at their cottage doors, and evidently looking out, which
made us believe we were expected.

At Kingussie there was a small, curious, chattering crowd of

people, who, however, did not really make us out, but evidently suspected who we were.

Grant

and Brown kept them off the carriages, and gave them evasive answers, directing them to the wrong
carriage, which was most amusing.

One old gentleman with ahigh wide-awake was especially inquisitive.
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The old gentleman referred to by Her Majesty was Captain Evans, of the Dell,
who was hard to deceive in regard to the identity of the travellers.

He, however,

was directed by one of the Royal servants to the carriage occupied by the ladyin-waiting, and to Lady Churchill he made due obeisance, believing her to be the
Sovereign.
Hotel, then
Kingussie.

The inn at which the Royal party stopped was the Duke of Gordon
occupied

by

Mrs. Hobb, a lady long

and

honourably

known in

In her wisdom and knowledge of the country, Mrs. Hobb urged the

Queen's courier, General Grey, to dissuade his Royal mistress from going further
that night, but the General, fearing a reprimand for any deviation from prearranged
In consequence, the journey to Dalwhinnie, being full of
discomforts, so upset the Royal party that Her Majesty has put on record some
orders, would not do so.

scathing remarks about her reception there.
In 1863 the Highland Railway was opened between Perth and Inverness, via
Forres, and from the outset proved a great factor in the progress of Kingussie. From
this event may be dated Kingussie's rise as a holiday resort. The introduction of
the railway seemed to awaken the inhabitants to a realization of the possibilities of
the town's situation, and steps were immediately taken to improve its amenity. To
make this more effective, and to get the administration of the town's affairs carried
out by its own elected representatives, application was made to the Sheriff of the
county to have the provisions of the General Police and Improvements Act of 1862
This was duly granted in 1866, and of the first
made applicable to Kingussie.
elected Commissioners Mr. Duncan Cameron, East End, Kingussie, was appointed
Chief Magistrate, or Provost.

The story of Kingussie would not be complete if at

this point we did not make some reference to Mrs. Cameron, Duncan's wife.

She

was a woman of great ability and keen business acumen. At the time of which
we are writing she was looked upon as the "mother" of Kingussie. To her all
and sundry went for advice and direction in difficulties, and it was no secret that
with her originated many of the schemes for the improvement and betterment of
Kingussie. Mrs. Cameron has had many titles applied to her, but the most comprehensive of these was "Kingussie's first Provost."
The Act under which the
Police Commissioners exercised their powers enabled them to control the drainage
and water supply, and soon the old system of taking water from the mill race, or
the few wells sunk about the town, gave place to an up-to-date water supply from
the Gynack.
Pumps were erected at convenient distances along the streets to
accommodate those householders who could not afford to have the water laid on
to their houses.
At the same time a complete drainage scheme, adequate .to the
requirements of a rising town, was carried out.
In March, 1867, the Duke of Richmond and Gordon, in virtue of his
patronage, presented the Rev. Kenneth Alexander Mackenzie, of Lochcarron, to
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the vacant pastorate of Kingussie. Mr. Mackenzie came here with some reputation
as an educationist, for in the preceding few years he had raised the school of his
native parish from inanition to be a flourishing institution.

It has been said that it

was his zeal for education which reconciled the parishioners of Kingussie to a
minister who had been chosen for them by the patron. Five years after Mr. Mackenzie's settlement here the Education Act of 1872 was passed, and with this
stimulus the School Board proceeded with the erection of a new school, on its
present site. This school was opened in 1875.
In 1877 the Free Church building, which had for some time shown signs of
instability, was razed to the ground, and replaced by the present handsome edifice.
The following year (1878) saw the institution of the Badenoch and Rothiemurchus
Highland Society, which has had a career of unequalled prosperity.

Under its

auspices are held the annual Highland Gatherings and Games, which are a source
of much interest to our autumn visitors.
The want of suitable accommodation for public meetings now began to be felt, and
in 1887 the Victoria Hall was built, to commemorate the jubilee of Queen Victoria.
The hall is capable of holding 500 persons, and within the building there is a
public library and reading room.

The total cost was £1500—no mean testimonial

to the loyalty of the inhabitants.
The popularity of the town as a summer
resort now increased by leaps and bounds, and
its area also extended so much that the Commissioners in 1889 found it necessary to introduce a larger

supply of water, by gravitation

from springs in Glen Gynack, three miles distant.
The cost of this was 1.1100.

Most of the

street pumps were now discontinued, ,and householders

themselves

took in the water to their

houses.
In 1892 a new Burgh Police Act was
passed, which abolished the old Police

Com-

mission, but substituted in its place Magistrates
and a Town Council.

The Magistrates were a

Alexander Macpherson, F.S.A.Scot.,
Provost 1890-1902

Provost and two Bailies, elected by their fellowCouncillors. This body numbered nine in all. By this Act also there was constituted within the new burgh a Dean of Guild Court, for the regulation of buildings
and other erections.

In virtue of a resolution of the Town Council, the Provost

holds office as Dean of Guild, while the whole Council sits as his Court.
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In 1894 the old wooden bridge over the Spey at Ruthven was replaced by a
handsome steel structure carried on piers of solid masonry.

A bronze tablet on one

of the piers bears the following inscription :—
Seal of
the County Council
of Inverness-shire.

RUTHVEN

BRIDGE.

This bridge was erected by the Third or Badenoch District Committee of the
Inverness-shire County Council.

The foundation sRone was laid by Sir George

Macpherson-Grant, Bart. of Ballindalloch and Invereshie, Chairman of the District
Committee, on 28th September, and opened for public traffic in December, 1894.
Clerk and Treasurer:

Contractors:

Engineer:

John Grant, Grantown.

Somervail & Co., Dalmuir.

Alex. Mackenzie, C.E., Kingussie.

John Paten & Co., Builders, Glasgow.

Jas. Macdonald, Builder, Kingussie.

The year 1894 also saw the formation in Kingussie of a Nursing Association
for the parishes of Alvie, Irish, and Kingussie.

This association has proved most

beneficial to those who have had sickness in their homes, and the services of the
nurses, of whom there are two, have been greatly appreciated.
Almost every
householder in the wide district served by the association is a member, and great
credit is due to those ladies and gentlemen who have engineered it so successfully.
The young men of Kingussie have ever been keen devotees of the ancient
Celtic sport of shinty, and the organisation in 1895 of a Camanachd Association
called forth renewed exhibitions of prowess at this game.
The Association, which
greatly owed its inception to players in Kingussie, presented for competition amongst
the Camanachd Clubs of Scotland a handsome silver trophy.

This championship

trophy was held by Kingussie in the years 1896, 1900, 1902, and 1903, and
although local play may have fallen off in brilliancy since the last victory, it is to be
hoped that players of another generation may yet bring the trophy home again to
the place of its birth.
In 1899 the Town Council had the whole of the street side-walks laid with
concrete paving at a cost of several hundred pounds. This improvement has added
much to the cleanly appearance of the streets and to the comfort of inhabitants
and visitors.
The great Boer War in South Africa evoked

in

Kingussie, as

elsewhere,

enthusiastic expressions of loyalty. To prove that the historic military ardour of the
Highlander is not yet dead, the local Company of Cameron Volunteers supplied a
section to the Service Company sent out by the Battalion to South Africa in March,
1900. The Kingussie section was under the command of Lieutenant (now Major)
,John Campbell. He was afterwards called upon to assume supreme command of

THE

BOOK

OF

KINGUSSIE

51

the Service Company, which saw continuous service at the front until May, 1901.
On their return home it goes without saying that the brave lads, who had so well
upheld the traditions of their ancestors, met with a magnificent reception.
The
death of the revered Queen Victoria occurred in January, 1901, and the occasion of
the funeral was marked in Kingussie by every sign of the realisation of a great
national loss.

Kingussie Sedlion of the South African Field Service Company 1900-1901.

That year (1901) saw the launching of aventure which aroused some difference
of opinion in the community.
This was the sanatorium in Glen Gynack for the
open-air treatment of pulmonary phthisis.
The opening of the sanatorium met with
considerable opposition amongst the inhabitants, and a public meeting was held to
protest against it. Notwithstanding protests and opposition the sanatorium went on its
way, and has had such a measure of success that it has in a way enhanced
Kingussie's already high reputation as a health resort. Timid persons fancied all sorts
of danger from infection: the management of the sanatorium sees to it that no
patient comes in contact with the townspeople.

Another concern of an industrial

nature, started some five or six years earlier, was the Speyside Distillery, which was
planted on the west bank of the Gynack, quite near the centre of the town. This
was a much more worthy object for the people's hostility, for with its towering smokestalk and ugly range of commercial buildings, it certainly has not added to the
amenity of the town. The distillery, like the lint mill of a century before, enjoyed
but a faint flutter of activity in the beginning, and for the past four years its doors
have practically been closed. The buildings and equipment, which originally cost
about £20,000, were recently sold at a public auction in Edinburgh for £750.
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On 11
th January, 1902, occurred the death of Provo§t Alexander Macpherson.
His funeral was attended by a very large concourse of people of all classes and
shades of opinion, for there were few in the whole diftrid of Badenoch who had
not, at some time or other, found him a true guide, counsellor, and friend.

He is

commemorated by a beautiful mural tablet, in marble, in the Parish Church.
In
June of the same year a local weekly newspaper called "The Kingussie Record
and Badenoch Advertiser" was started by Mr. James Johnstone, stationer, High
Street. This publication appears now as "The Badenoch Record and Advertiser,"
and continues to maintain its popularity.
In 1903 an artistically designed chapel was erected on Spey Street to accommodate the Scottish Episcopalians.

This chapel is only used in the visitor season, and
pulpit is supplied by visiting clergymen. To
Rev. T. R. Willacy, of Thorganby, York
annual visitor of many years 'st
an di ng ) is

the
the
(an
due

much of the credit of bringing this building into
existence.
On 13th July, 1904, there was formed here
the Inverness-shire Sheep Dog Trials Association.
This association holds annual meetings, at which
dogs from all parts of England and Scotland
come to compete, and they are likewise well
attended by visitors to the neighbourhood.

Lieut.-Colonel Ewan Campbell,

In 1906 it was found necessary to again
increase the water supply of the town, and to

v.D., J.P.,

meet the demands of the householders on the

Provo9t 1902-1907.

upper terraces a new high level reservoir was

erected near the springs.
This reservoir was
opened with due ceremony in August of that year by the wife of our superior, the
Hon. Mrs. Baillie of Dochfour, now Baroness Burton.
In the following year a Burgh Police Court was instituted here.
The first
sitting was held on 21 st May, 1907, when Bailie A. F. Fyfe was the presiding
magistrate.
The other officials present were Messrs. John Campbell, Town Clerk,
as Clerk of Court; R. L. Shinnie, Burgh Fiscal, and Alexander Machardy, Chief
Constable of Inverness-shire, with Sergeant Simon Fraser.

In the month of October,

1907, considerable additions which had that year been erected to the already large
school buildings, were opened by Sir John A. Dewar, Bart., M.P. for Inverness-shire.
The school is now up to date in every department, and fulfils all the requirements of
the Scotch Education Department as a training centre for junior students.

Reference

has already been made to the parish minister's interest in education, in recognition of
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of LL.D. from

his alma mater

(Aberdeen University). In "Memories, Grave and Gay," published some ten years
ago, Dr. .John Kerr refers to Dr. Mackenzie's work in these terms:—
He has been thirty-four years minister of Kingussie, where, under his fostering care, the public
school is, if not the best, certainly one of the very best schools in the North of Scotland.

It is

attended by pupils from awide circuit all round, and from Skye, Uia, and other islands of the Outer
Hebrides.

But his efforts have not been confined to his own parish.

In every educational movement

within his reach he has taken a prominent, judicious, and effective part.

His untiring and whole-hearted

energy in founding bursaries leading from the ordinary to the secondary schools, his influence on the
County or Secondary Education Committee, as well as on the Trust for Education in the Highlands
and Islands, and the number of students who, thanks to him, have gone to the University and earned
distinction, furnish a record which has, Ibelieve, no parallel in Scotland.

Of Dr. Mackenzie, as

appropriately as of any man Iknow, it may be said "Si monumentum quaeris circumspice."

In December, 1906, Dr. Mackenzie, who had attained his ministerial jubilee,
resigned from the active work of his pastorate, and was presented with atestimonial,
subscribed to by friends in all parts of the world.
for ,
El 000.

It took the form of a cheque

The Town Council having resolved to take over from the feuars the road
leading to the Golf Course, on the west side of the Gynack, this road was reconstructed by the unemployed during the winter of 1908-9.
The improvement
thus effected forms an easy ascent to the west terraces, while the road has been so
widened that motor cars and carriages can now be driven right up to the Golf
Course. Through the instrumentality of a number of enthusiastic citizens, a juvenile
pipe band was formed here in December, 1908.
The boys have had the benefit
of the able instruction of Colour-Sergeant W. H. Macdonald,- formerly of the
Cameron Highlanders, who has devoted much time and trouble in training them,
and their playing is now of a high order. Their uniform consists of Atholl tunics,
and kilts of Royal Stuart tartan, the gift of Mr. Baillie of Dochfour.
In the spring of 1909 there was opened in King Street a handsome new
church, which had been built by the United Free congregation, at acost of over
£4000.

This building, which contains abeautiful stained glass window (the gift of a

loyal son), accommodates the body which adhered to the Union after the adverse
decision of the House of Lords in 1904, while the original building, near the Station,
still houses the congregation which retained the name "Free Church."
When
in September of that year (1909) it became known that King

Edward was

likely to pass through the burgh, on his way from Tulchan Lodge to Mamore, near
Fort-William, preparations were at once set on foot to give His Majesty atruly Highland welcome.

Floral arches to the number of five or six were erected at intervals

along High Street, and every building on the route was gaily decorated for
the occasion.
Gaelic and English mottoes and words of welcome were greatly in
evidence.

A guard of honour was supplied by the local company of Cameron
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Highlanders, who were accompanied by the regimental band, and the colours which
had, but shortly before, been presented to them by the King himself. In the open
space in front of the Duke of Gordon Hotel a raised platform was erected, and
here His Majesty was awaited by the Provost, Magistrates, Town Council, and
representatives of all the public bodies in the district, while the children from the
Public School were massed at the junction of the School Road to welcome the King
with the singing of the National Anthem. As the Royal motor car drew up at the
dais, Sir John Macpherson-Grant of Invereshie stepped forward and welcomed King
Edward to the district.
Provost James Macdonald was then presented to His
Majesty, who signified his willingness to receive a
loyal address from the inhabitants of Kingussie,
to whom, through the Provost, the King sent a
most gracious reply. There were also presented
to the Sovereign—Bailie John Mackenzie, Bailie
(now Provost) William Wolfenden, Colonel Ewan
Campbell, V.D., and Major John Campbell,
Town Clerk, who was likewise in command of
the Guard of Honour. After a stoppage of but
a few minutes the Royal cars glided away to the
West to the accompaniment of rousing cheers
from the patriotic assemblage.
Early in 1910 the Post Office was removed
from its former habitation at the west end of
Provost 1907-1910.
High Street to a neatly designed and modernly
equipped building which had specially been
constructed for it on the south side of Spey Street. At this time, too, the local troop
James Macdonald, F.S.A.Scot.,

of Boy Scouts, which had already been in existence for upwards of a year, was
formally constituted under a local committee, consisting of influential gentlemen in
the town and neighbourhood.
In May, 1910, the news of the death of King
Edward was received in Kingussie with much regret, for His Majesty's visit to
the burgh some eight months previously had brought the Sovereign very near to
the hearts of the people.
Some days later his successor on the throne, George V.,
was proclaimed with due ceremony from the doorway of the Court-house, by
Provost James Macdonald.
This was the first known occasion on which a
monarch was proclaimed in Kingussie, and so it was attended by all the formalities and trappings of a state occasion, not even omitting the guard of honour.
The funeral of King Edward was observed by a united memorial service in
the Parish Church on 20th May, 1910.
All the local boards and societies,
including the Territorial Force and the Boy Scouts, marched in procession from the
Victoria Hall to the Church, headed by the military pipe band playing "The Flowers
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In July of that year the town of Kingussie

sustained agreat loss through the accidental death of Bailie John Mackenzie, Tullachard.
Bailie John was one of the most popular men in the whole district of Badenoch.
He was liked and respected by all classes of the community, to whom his early and
sudden death came as a great shock.
On 10th June, 1911, there passed away, after but a short illness, the senior
minister of the parish, Dr. Mackenzie.
these pages.

To him reference has already been made in

His place in the community will be hard to fill.

On 22nd June the

Coronation of King George was celebrated by a picnic and games in Glen Gynack,
preceded in the earlier part of the day by ajoint religious service in the Parish Church.
In the month of July it is proposed.to open anew
fountain, which is now being erected near the
-Station Square.
This fountain is a gift to his
native town by Peter Alexander Cameron Mackenzie of Tarlogie, Ross-shire, Count de Serra Largo.
His Excellency's father was for long Session Clerk
of the Parish Church, and was likewise postmaster
of Kingussie for upwards of forty years.

It is

rumoured that another son of Kingussie who has
had a successful commercial career abroad proposes to emulate the Count's example and present
the burgh with a clock tower. If this proposal

William Wolfenden,
Provost 1910—

takes permanent shape, it will add greatly to the
attractiveness of the town.
According to the Census taken in April of
this year the population of Kingussie consists of

1171 persons, made up of 515 males and 656 females.
speaking persons, although all have English also.

4

Of these 403 are Gaelic-

In 1901 the population of the

burgh was 989, the nett increase being 182.
The dwelling-houses are 292 in
number, classified as follows:—(a) inhabited, 252; (b) unoccupied, 37; (c) in course
of erection, 3. The total value of buildings within the burgh is now estimated at
about £150,000.
From what has been said it will be seen that Kingussie is not a town of
mushroom growth.
Its rise has been steady and gradual.
From the days when
it was but a group of wattle huts on the edge of a great pine forest, its inhabitants have combined enterprise with caution; and to-day they still bear in mind
the injunction, "Follow closely the fame of your fathers," which is the English
rendering of Kingussie's Gaelic motto, Lean yu dluth ri cliu do shinnsear.

sy

R. L. S.

A Tribute to Kingussie
By the late Professor John Stuart Blackie

fla
ELL me, good sir, if you know it;

From his broad and granite shoulders,

Tell me truly, what's the reason

From huge gap and swelling vein,

Why the people to Kingussie

Through the deep snow-mantled corrie,

Shoalwise flock in summer season ?

Pouring waters to the plain.

Reason ? Yes, a hundred reasons:

Thither mount with me; and, standing

Tourist people are no fools;

Where the dun-plumed eagle floats,

Well they know good summer quarters,

In God's face, who heaved the mountains,

As the troutling knows the pools.

Bid farewell to petty thoughts !

Look around you; did you ever

Or, if feast of nature please thee,

See such sweep of mighty Bens,

In her rich and pictured show,

With their giant arms enfolding

Come with me to lone Glen Feshie

Flowery meads and grassy glens ?

When the grey crags are aglow.

See that kingly Cairngorm

Come and learn the joy of working

From his heaven-kissing crown,

In God's vineyard fresh and fair,

On the wealth of pine-clad valleys

In the place which He appointed

Northward looking grandly down.

For your youthful service there.
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A Soldier's Return
By Lauchlan MacLean Watt
Author of "The Grey Mother," &c., &c.

•R.

T was a poor little patch on
Black

Duncan Mackenzie,

and her

only son.

whose walls of stone
be called a shelter.

The

and
There

the machair that Gormuil Mackenzie, widow of
tried to woo into giving her potatoes for herself
but she lived in was a poor, tumble-down thing,

clay, and whose roof
were,

of dripping thatch could hardly

indeed, multitudes of caves in which primitive

men had cowered with greater comfort than Gormuil and her son had known.
It was a quiet enough corner Black Duncan had chosen for his house, except
when the wind blew from the
the

cry

of the

fierce

west, driving

gusts rang

the tide over the level machair, till

among the

hills, and the dash of the

threatened to come up to the door in the dark.

waves

But when the moonlight stole

like silvery gossamer over the sleeping waters, sighing in their sleep along the shore,
then Gormuil—" blue-eyed," named from some old Norse ancestresslooked abroad
and felt the glamour of a ghost-magic filling the earth and air.
Duncan breathing heavily through his

beard

in

his

sleep

She forgot Black

behind

flaxen-headed Colin lying in the ozier creel that was his cradle.

her,

and little

Then she would

shut the door quietly and come in again, and kneel down close to the warm peat
that smouldered on the hearth.

And she would croodle over the sleeping babe,

saying, and wondering all the time if she said it with her lips, or only in her heart,
"0 Colin, innocent love, sleeping in the shell of dreams, what shall ever separate
us, little calf of my heart?"
Alas, how the time ran on like the tide past the Skerries ! How the years
wrestled with
no returning!

one another out

beyond the graveyard, along the way that knows

And joys went from Gormuil's heart

light of the stars that shone last winter.

and

were

forgotten

as

the

Big Black Duncan lay down to rise no

more, and was carried out feet first—four strong men at the carrying—on a wild
day of wind

and rain that

shrieked

graveyard trees into the shallow
were grudged to him.
to her;
E

grave

across
they

the loch, sweeping the leaves of the
were digging for him,

as

though

it

Then night became filled with voices saying strange things

and she often looked out upon the white foam stealing
57

along

the

shore
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like voiceless music, and heard the breath of the dark like the swish of the skirts
of unseen visitants move among the heather, and through the void above the
dreaming waters; while, in the house behind her, Colin, the lad that was growing,
creeping on to the days that were above him and the hope that ran before him,
lay sleeping without a sound.
Nobody thought then of the great big world away beyond the hills.

The

newspapers, red-hot with tidings of things that men were doing and saying and
thinking, had not, for a hundred years yet, found their marching track through the
glens.

There was scarcely aroad except the trail that feet had made to the peats,

or to the Church, or to the graves, or that the little children had beaten out
through the grasses and the heather, going to the black house where the crooked
soldier taught the Gaelic Psalms.
For us to-day to dream of the quiet which
crowned and clothed and filled that glen beside the waters is quite beyond our
powers.

Up through such a stillness as scarce any Highland child to-day can

[By Find permission of Proprietors of

INvLizNLss
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Black Duncan's Cottage.

know, yet a stillness filled with brave names of old heroes of poetic fancy, climbed
the growing mind of little Colin; and Gormuil, his mother, never went to rest
without opening the door to look whether it promised well for the morrow; and,
early in the morning, the first thing she did was to look out again, and see if
the day were to be fine for Colin's bare feet to run across the moor to school.
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Few came near her, and her lonely sorrow made her the more remote to her
fellows as the years passed by; but she who could see what to most was unseen,
grew accustomed to the lonely road.
Away out in the great world men were fighting with one another,

nations

were at war; and a cry went through the glens for the Highland fire that in men
of old had made the blood warm in fights when other men's blood was freezing.
Seaforth, exiled, landless, nameless, had come into his own again; and, at his call
eleven hundred and thirty men gathered to go over the waters and fight the enemy
of Britain under the old name.

Colin, by this time astrong, straight, young man,

as handsome as abirch, but as quiet as the quiet machair on which he had grown,
had heard of the marching through the glens, and the gatherings in far-off places.
So, without a word of goodbye to the mother who had prayed for him and
watched, with all the love that was in her, over his growing, he set off with the
rest of them, and was lost in the great world.

History knows what happened to

that strong corps of splendid men.
Before they touched at St. Helena, Seaforth,
their Chief, had died upon the ship; and, ere they reached Madras, two hundred
and thirty of them had been committed to the deep, while, out of the eight hundred
and eighty that crept ashore only three hundred and ninety could carry a musket.
The sun beating upon them, and the memory of the privations through which they
had passed, made shipwrecks of many anoble constitution.
Years crept on, and the widow on the machair still wore out her lonely life;
but still the last thing at night and the first thing in the morning she opened the
door and looked along the track towards the mountains, searching for she knew
not what.
Never, even on the brightest night, was the lamp untended, burning
in the little window towards the moor.
Gormuil the blue-eyed became dim of vision.
Years came to her not singly
as to other people, but crowding together; and, like bad tenants who cannot be
troubled carrying their own loads away in the morning, they left behind them
burdens and cares and accumulated sorrows and regrets, which bowed her down
daily.
One morning she rose with aching bones, as usual, and in her heart the old,
dumb, undefined desire.
All night the snow had been falling—in the moors it lay
unbroken.
The hills were white, while the wind blew up the drifts quietly
together, laying the hand of winter on the mouth of all the glens. She opened
the door to look across the moor, and just for one moment was startled; for there,
standing in the falling flakes, without the least sign of recognition in his eyes,
gaunt and hungered-looking, with the tattered remnants of some regimental garb
upon him, bonnetless and almost shoeless, was the wreck of her own son Colin.
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her breath,

then

stepped

aside,

and the

He sat beside the fire, while with trembling fingers she

hastened to make food for him, which he ate with the feverish haste of
some starving raven; then lying down upon the floor, he fell suddenly over the
brink of consciousness into a deep, unbroken sleep.
meaning came again from those lips.

Never a word of intelligent

Nobody except the minister ever crossed

the threshold, and he learned no more than the furthest off in the parish.
But the children going to school, and people passing on the track between
the villages, could never help turning an enquiring eye to the tumble-down cottage
on the machair. There, when the mists were heavy, or when the wind was wild,
and the white rain sweeping over the water and the land, they would see the tall,
erect figure, with grey hair waving in the breeze, shouting against the voice of the
storm words of military command, which seemed called out of the dark caverns of
forgetfulness at the back of remembrance, as if he had heard them somewhere in
loud, tumbling battle, ere his reason went crash into ruin. And when the sun was
shining, and the land and the water lay swooning in the glory and heat of summer,
there they could see Colin chasing his shadow—running after it, not with laughter,
but like a bushman tracking down a foe, till on some sunny bank he would throw
himself upon it, only to lose it in the grasping.

Then he would send across the

machair a wail and cry of the most soul-startling pain, until he saw about his feet
once more the enemy, and the old pursuit and disappointment would be his again!
There is just a green mound down beside the sea, that marks where Gormuil's
cottage once was standing.

It is pitiable, as in all ruins, to see how the nettles

crowd up where the fire was, where many a time she had knelt in the darkness
and prayed, just as if they were the fruitage, the bitter fruitage, of her tears.
Up in the graveyard among the rude stones and

boulders that

namelessly

recall where dust that once was dearly loved is lying until Christ's whisper wakes it
there these two are sleeping.
There are still some who remember what their fathers and grandfathers have
told them of Colin who chased his shadow, and Gormuil who every morning opened
the door looking for the sorrow that came to her, with many another story that
has tears in it, of the Highlands—the lonely places, from which still westward
to-day the young are flocking after hope, until soon there will be nobody left of
the ancient race but the dead that are sleeping in their graves..

The Old Order Changeth
ova
SHORT time ago ayoung friend put this question to me: "In what respect
has Kingussie changed most in your memory ?" This question is a most
difficult one to answer.

There are so many respects in which Kingussie

has changed in the past seventy years that one hardly knows where to begin. Some
of the changes are so patent that they require little comment. Such, for example, as
the greatly extended area which our "town " now covers, or the modern equipment
of our houses, with their hot water circulations and acetylene gas installations.
Seventy years ago visitors to Kingussie were seldom, if ever, seen. The residenters were mostly natives or related to natives.
That alien element which, "for
pleasure or profit" now predominates in our midst, had not then made its appearance, and the annual influx of holiday-makers could never have been anticipated by
our forefathers. Gaelic was the only language spoken in Kingussie in those days,
and if two persons were

heard in the street conversing in English, they were

regarded as something extremely odd.
Our lives, then, were very simple. Newspapers were a rare treat.
A certain popular weekly journal, from which our
industrial classes are supposed to imbibe their political views, had not then been
started, nor did we ever see Summer and Christmas numbers, with their tales of
dukes who marry mill girls, or their romances of notorious criminals.
There was
then no railway, with its attendant stir, nor had the village been erected into a
burgh, with its Council to watch over the water supply, drainage, and police. Tea
did not form such an important item in our food bill, for it was indeed agreat luxury.
Smoking was not so common as to-day, for tobacco was very costly, and cigarettes
had not been introduced to sap the strength and vitality of our young men.

r

Considering all things, however, Ithink the most remarkable change is to be
found in the social life of the people. If Isay that seventy years ago the people
were more sociable than they are to-day, Ido not mean that modern residenters
in Kingussie are in any way behind their predecessors in maintaining that high reputation for hospitality which from time immemorial has ever been held in Badenoch.
The stranger within our gates is still, as ever, sure of a hearty welcome.
The
change to which Irefer is in the spirit of good fellowship which formerly existed in
the village, recalling the Scriptural injunction as to bearing one another's burdens.
In those days every one in Kingussie knew every one else, from the minister to
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In times of trouble and sickness there were always many willing

helpers. Good deeds were daily done in a quiet and unostentatious way.
If our
lives were simpler then, they were also harder than to-day, and money was not so
plentiful. To take but one example, the cutting and carting of peats, which formed
our principal fuel. This was begun early in May. The inhabitants, both male and
female, would be astir at five o'clock in the morning, and ready to start off for the
peat moss—four or five miles up the Glen—pushing their big peat barrows before
them. The work did not cease until after six o'clock in the evening, and the wage
for such a day was only ninepence.
When peats were to be carted home, the
workers would start as early as three o'clock in the morning, to enable them to
bring home three loads in the day. The daily wage for this, including horse and
cart, was but 4s. 6d. In the evenings, too, friends would foregather by the fireside,
th ,
2 women folk with sewing or knitting, a man of musical inclinations with his
fiddle, or, it might be, the evening would be passed in friendly conversation and
discussion.

Refreshment

would invariably be proffered, and often accepted,
before

the

parties betook

themselves to their
homes and repose.

own
This

was the Ceilidh in its most
literal,
its
truest sense.
When the hand of Death
was laid upon any household, there was always a
neighbour ready to come
in and relieve the grieving
relatives

of all

household

duties, and to superintend
the obsequies. It was with
a sincere regard for the bereaved ones that visits were
paid to the house of death,
for such visits were gene-
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Falls on the Gynack near The Sanatorium.

rally paid under cover of
the darkness, to avoid vain
show.
This custom is to

a certain extent still maintained, but it has nearly lost
its real meaning.
Nowadays people go in brcad daylight to view the remains of
departed ones, not because they knew or cared for them in life, but simply because
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The days of doing good by stealth

are fast waning, and yet we do come across an occasional example even in these
unsympathetic days. Of such an example Iwas an unwitting witness not long ago.
It was in one of our side streets, and. the evening was dark. As Iwalked along
Ibecame aware of a figure moving silently towards the door of a house in which I
knew there was then a case of sickness combined with respectable poverty. As the
figure passed a lighted window Irecognised a leading lady in our little community,
and Iobserved that she carried a large basket under her arm. In the darkness she
stopped by the house door, knocked gently, and, when it was opened, passed in
the basket with a few whispered words, Ihave no doubt, of comfort to the suffering
ones. Such actions are now, alas! becoming rr_ore and more rare.

How was this spirit of camaraderie more prevalent in by-gone days
than now ? The reasons are many and impossible to enumerate, although I
might mention one or two.
In the first place there were fewer divisions among
the people. It is true that there
were then actually four schools
within the village.
(1)

the

infant

These were
school,

better

known as "The Lodge School,"
because it met in The Lodge, a
large building erected by the last
Duke of Gordon for the purpose
of entertaining his numerous tenant
farmers to an annual supper and
ball.

This building occupied the

site of the present County Buildings.
(2) The Trust School,
which was taught by a Mrs.
Scott.

(3) The Parish School,

which stood on the site of the
Territorials' new Drill Hall; and
(4) after the Disruption of 1843
the Free Church School, which,
however,
existence.

i

only enjoyed

a short

After the passing of

On the Gynack in Winter.

the Education Act, all the schools
were merged into one. The number of schools, however, did not take away from
the solidarity of the community, but rather fostered a spirit of healthy rivalry among
the children, which later developed into good business qualities.
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Seventy years ago there was only one church in Kingussie (the Church of
Scotland) whose minister at that time was the Rev. Mr. Shepherd, a son-in-law
of a former and popular pastor.

There were

besides, a few

Baptists,

whose

meeting place was in King Street, but they were never strong enough in numbers
to form themselves into a church.

At the time of which Iam writing, too, there

was neither a Bank nor a Sheriff Court in Kingussie, so that there was no summary
means of enforcing the strict letter of the law.

Such enforcement itself might be

said to have had something to do with the undermining of the foundations of good
fellowship between man and man.

With the advance of things generally, the

Sheriff and Banker appeared almost simultaneously a little later.
Iremember the first Sheriff Court held here.

The Sheriff sat in the old Baron

Bailie Court-house, which had for long been disused.
When his lordship had
taken his place upon the bench, Big Bain (the sheriff officer) announced in aloud
voice: "Notice. In Her Majesty's name and authority, and in name and authority
of the Sheriff_ of this county, this court is hereby fenced, and any person impeding
or disturbing the same will be put to the door. Once; twice; thrice! " In this
connection there used to be a story told, and with it Imust close.
An old man
who lived at Torcroy one day met Captain Macpherson, of Ruthven, who said
to him, "We will be all right now, Gregor, since we've got a Bank and a Sheriff
Court." "No, no," replied Gregor; "the banker will ruin us with bills we cannot
pay, and the Sheriff will put us all to
Captain."

for false oaths, so there you are,

These may have been the good old days, and they may have been bad ones,
but it is to be hoped that the many changes which Kingussie has seen in the past
seventy years are changes for the better in every way.

D. C.

The Disputatious Pines
By Robert Louis Stevenson
•R.
HE first pine to the second said:
"My leaves are black, my branches red;
Istand upon this moor of mine
A hoar, unconquerable pine."
The second sniffed and answered: "Pooh!
I am as good a pine as you."
"Discourteous tree," the first replied,
"The tempest in my boughs had cried;
The hunter slumbered in my shade
A hundred years ere you were made."
The second smiled as he returned:
"I shall be here when you are burned."
So far dissension ruled the pair;
Each turned on each a frowning air,
When flickering from the bank anigh

A flight of martens met their eye.
Some time their course they watched, and then
They nodded off to sleep again.
The foregoing verses are taken from a little volume

entitled

"The Graver and the Pen,

Scenes from Nature, with Appropriate Verse," by Robert Louis Stevenson.

or

The volume is undated,

but it bears on the title page the following note:—"It was only by the kindness of Mr. Crerar, of
Kingussie, that we are able to issue this little work— having allowed us to print with his own press
when ours was broken."

The Mr. Crerar here referred to was the late James Crerar, stationer, a

brother of our townsman, Mr. George A. Crerar, to whom we are indebted for a perusal of one
of the very few copies,now in existence, of this rare work . Stevenson,it may be mentioned ,spent a
summer in Kingussie before his departure for Samoa.
writing.

While here he occupied his time in constant

The little book of poems from which we have quoted is one of these productions.

It is

illustrated by the author's own sketches, and what adds to the interest of the work is the fact that
the blocks for these illustrations were cut by his own hand;
Pen."

hence the title "The Graver and the

It may interest our readers to know that the pines referred to in the verses actually exist,

They stand by the side of the river Spey near the old boat-house.— Ed,
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Dr. Sent-to-Try-Us
By Rev. Walter Shaw
fla
ECENTLY there died in a remote, country place a Doctor of Medicine,
who was known for miles around as "Dr. Sent-to-Try-Us."
But this
strange name implied no disrespect, for the bearer was neither an irritating
person nor an unskilful physician; as a matter of fact he was the kindliest as well
as the most learned of men.
Strange, is it not, that people will often bestow
nicknames upon the men they love most?
And in this case it was a pet-name.
Also, the people were not to blame for it, but the Doctor himself.

"Sent-to-try-us "

was the phrase that described all his philosophy ; it was constantly in his mouth,
and so came to distinguish him from all other men.
The story of this old man's life is well worth telling, for he was a personage
in many ways unique. Tall and thin, and slightly stooping, he carried his seventy
years with a vigour and cheerfulness which did one good to behold.
His hair
was white, but his cheeks were always ruddy, and his eyes sparkling. It was said
that the brightness of his eyes was a witness to the brightness of his soul ;for Dr.
Sent-to-Try-Us was one of those rare men who had learned the secret of living.
To him nothing ever came wrong—weather poverty, illness, or death. "This is a
stormy day, Doctor," a countryman would salute, in a biting wind or blinding rain.
"Stormy day it is, Smith; but it takes all kinds of weather to make the British
climate, and it takes the British climate to make Britons.
Don't complain; at its
worst it's only sent to try us, to see whether the old blood is still in us."

Or, again,

a young girl would blanch visibly at the thought of having a tooth extracted—for
the only doctor was also the only dentist for miles around—then the operator would
charm away her fears with the simple and serious assurance that the extraction of
a tooth was really one of the finest tests of fortitude.

"No doubt, it's a pity to lose

the tooth," he would philosophise most tritely; "but even a young lady may become
more beautiful by what she considers to be a deformity.
It all depends upon the
spirit in which we meet our losses, the loss of a thousand pounds or the loss of a
tooth.

Yes," the doctor would add

slowly, "and the loss of the nearest and

dearest friends whom we ever have had."

It would be noticed that when quoting

the last instance, the old man would look upwards into space, and then resume
his work with asoft sigh.
67
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Now although the good doctor has been described here as owning all the
virtues, it must be chronicled also that he had one little weaknessa love of
delivering in as many places, and as often as possible, a certain lecture composed
by himself.
Throughout the scattered country villages the passer-by might read a
small printed bill announcing that "A Missionary Lecture" entitled "Beneath the
Southern Cross" would be delivered by Dr.

on such-and-such a date.

regard to this lecture, however, there were two faults which the

In

most ignorant

farm labourer could point out. First, the address did not deal, as it purported to do,
mainly with missions ; and, second, nearly every man, woman, and child in the
county had already listened to the address on an average three times a year.

The

latter complaint had become so real, and the decline in the audiences so marked,
that a new line of attraction was ultimately added to the hand-bill: "Illustrated with
Lime-light Views." It was a tribute to the lecturer rather than to the lecture that
many men and women, chiefly of the observant and sympathetic kind, would put
off any other engagement whatever in order that Dr. Sent-to-Try-Us might have
as large a number of listeners as possible.
How vividly can

one recall

that scene!

A month in advance the aged.

physician had requisitioned the services of a local gentleman—sometimes the -landowner, sometimes the clergyman, sometimes the schoolmaster.

To their praise be it

It

BIRD'S-EYE

VIEW

OF

These Views when joined together
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said, each of these chairmen played the part as if he had never played it before.
No mention was made of the fact that the lecture was the same that had been
delivered only afew months previously.

No; the "opening remarks " were simply a

statement that Dr.
had kindly agreed to address the community, under the
auspices of the So-and-so Society; further, that the community would be charmed
to hear that the learned Doctor had chosen as the subject of his address "Missionary
Enterprise, or, Beneath

the

Southern

Cross "; and the chairman, in concluding,

would take it upon himself to promise a treat to all who paid attention, especially
as their beloved friend had personally visited the climes he was now about so graphically to describe.

(The word "beloved " often dropped unconsciously from the

chairman's lips in an otherwise stereotyped utterance.)
And next, the old man, to the accompaniment of sincere and hearty applause,
would rise slowly to his feet, bowing his acknowledgments for the welcome.
less formally than the chairman he would begin.

No

Believing that there were many

in the village who might wish to know something of the heroism of Christian missionaries, both men and women, especially amid the Southern seas, he had decided
to put together a few jottings, gathered chiefly from personal observation.
(A
stranger would have thought, without doubting, that the lecture was being delivered
for the first time.)
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form a Panorama of the Neighbourhood.
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foreign missionary enterprise on the part of the British churches was almost unknown
until the beginning of the 19th century.
But any shrewd hearer, even a stranger,
could detect that the doctor had not yet reached his real theme.
What the
theme was, became apparent only when the lecture had ended, and people had
asked themselves, "What really did the doctor mean?"
Well, having devoted
fifteen

minutes

or thereby to

missions, the

speaker

would

begin,

with

greater

warmth, to describe the magnificence of the scenery of the South Sea Islands,
employing language as magnificent as the scenes themselves, and with a relish for
his own rhetoric all unconcealed.
But gradually the words would become simpler
and sweeter by far, and more vivid still—sparks were being struck now from the
furnace of a glowing heart—until at length the old doctor was expressing his soul
with the simplicity and sincerity and the truth and beauty of inspiration—all about a
certain little island "beneath the Southern Cross," where the trees and the waters
were waving green, and in which God Himself might have delighted to dwell.
All about a certain little island;

and the old man spoke as through a vision; and

when his words were ended he would stand for a time as one transfigured; and
when he sat down it was amid a thrilling silence---for these good people knew their
beloved doctor, and he knew them.
It was only recently that the doctor died. He left no relatives, neither wife
nor child; but he had drawn up a"last will and testament," of which the following
is an extract, abbreviated :
--" Idesire to be buried in the Island of
,beneath
the Southern Cross, for there the love of my youth is sleeping. She and I were
engaged to be married, when Iwas a student and she a girl of eighteen. At her
own urgent request Iagreed that she might spend two years as a missionary amid
the Southern seas; also it was arranged that when Ihad graduated I should go
out and bring her home as my bride.
Iset sail on my voyage the day after I
had qualified, and the ship that bore me seemed to sail slowly.
But when at last
Ihad landed, a British officer intercepted me, and said -that my love could not
see me, nor speak with me, nor even hear me.
Istared at my informant, thinking
he was mad, and discovered a great pity shining in his eyes.
Is she dead ?'Iasked, and trembled.
No, not dead,' he answered ;'and indeed she has sent you a message.'
What is it ?'Icried, as if Ihad been stung: had she deserted me ?
"But the officer, old enough to be my father, laid his hand upon my shoulder.
'Young man,' he said, 'bear up; the young lady who was to have been your
wife asks you to bear up; and she says that you will find strength to do so, as
she did, by praying to Heaven. Some things are sent to try us.'
"`
But why will she not see me ?'Idemanded.

'I am a doctor.'
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"'She cannot see you,' he replied, 'because she is blind.'
"'Dear God ! And may I not speak with her ?'
"He shook his head: `My poor lad, Ifeel for you as for my own son;—the
lady is both deaf and dumb.'
"I hid my face in my hands and sobbed aloud.

`Is she—, is she—? ' but I

could not ask the question, beyond pointing to a house isolated upon a hill.
"'Yes,' the officer answered huskily, and caught me in his arms as I fell,
`your sweetheart is now a leper.

May God give you strength to bear up!' "

"A -
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My First Golf Match
By John Campbell
Author of "Letters by Rory."

6.6
ISITORS to the Highlands of Scotland, and particularly those from across
the Border, sometimes have rather hazy ideas concerning the customs and
manners of the inhabitants of the northerly portion of the kingdom. They
imagine that one of the great comforts of living in that part of the world is that
there are no stringent rules to be observed in the matter of attire.
The visitor,
they think, is not required to wash his face oftener than once a week, and if he
should happen to go about minus hat, collar, or jacket, with beard half an inch
long, and his boot-laces trailing, that nobody will take the slightest notice, or
criticise his appearance in the least.
In short, contempt of personal appearance is
supposed to be supreme in these parts.

The country, in the imagination of some

who have never been there, is usually pictured as an excellent school for acquiring
a knowledge of certain attainments—of shooting grouse and deer, of fishing, of
drinking drams and pledging toasts with Highland honours.
It may be quite possible that such a view is not very far-fetched—although one need not be wholly
unskilled in some of these directions before visiting the Highlands.
But be that
as it may, the visitor does not take long to discover that to such accomplishments
has to be added a knowledge, more or less limited, of that wonderful and
fascinating game called golf.
It may not be necessary that the visitor, while
living in the Highlands, should

appear in frock coat, etc.; it may not even be

necessary that he should shave religiously every morning, but it certainly is absolutely necessary that he should play golf.
Some people take golf very seriously,
and it certainly does provide good practice for those who would

cultivate the

virtue of patience.
There's uncle, for instance, who, Iam convinced, would not
consider life worth living were it not for golf.
To him it is "a thing of beauty
and a joy for ever," and when he asked me one day to accompany him round
the local course, Icould not find it in my heart to refuse.
Naturally Ifelt a trifle
nervous, not knowing anything about the game, except, of course, that a wee,
white ball and a dozen or so of clubs were required in connection with it.

Being

aware that the Golf Course was situated among the hills, Iwas not quite prepared
for the big array of people we found at the starting-point, most of them apparently
waiting their turn to commence the round. Iwas on the point of beating a hasty
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retreat, but uncle assured me that there was nothing to fear, and that it was possible,
although not likely, that Imight make quite a decent shape.

From remarks that

had been passed I was led to understand that the round of the course would
occupy almost a couple of hours, and therefore Iwas not a little surprised to hear
uncle make a distinct reference to the "disgraceful tea," and to the fact that we
should have brought a "caddie " with us.

In my innocence Ihastened to assure

him that really Ididn't feel abit inclined for tea, but that if he wished it, probably
the shepherd, whose house stood at no great distance, would be able to let us have
some.

It was only when Iobserved the smiles of the spectators that Irealized

that Ihad yet a lot to learn as far as golf was concerned, and that Ihad opened
my mouth only to put my foot in it.
Uncle proceeded to explain
in a whisper that his forcible remarks were addressed to that part of the ground
from which he was to drive the ball, and which did not appear to be in the condition that he would have liked.

He also gave me to understand that a caddie

was an attendant ; usually chosen on account of his youth, inexperience and patient
nature, to carry the clubs on such occasions.
Having delivered himself of these
explanations, uncle proceeded, with great gravity of countenance, to drive off.
Now, I must ask to be allowed a slight digression here, while Iattempt to
explain the process by which

the wee, white ball

was

induced

to leave its

resting-place on the little pile of sand where, with loving care, my uncle had
placed it.

Being the next to play, Iwatched with close interest the preliminary

waggle with the club that I am assured is absolutely necessary before the ball
can be struck properly.
Placing his feet in what one might call a tug-of-war

I

position, and gripping the club firmly with both hands, my esteemed relative proceeded to waggle it backwards and forwards over the ball, something after the
style of a clock pendulum, and then screwing his features into an expression such as
is usually seen on the face of a person afflicted with great pain, he let drive at the
ball and—missed it. Being well aware that uncle didn't usually employ strong language,
Iwas more than astonished to hear his remarks, but as this was my first experience of
golf, Itook it for granted that such terms were necessary.
"Better luck next time,"
said I, and encouraged by these words, uncle gave a further display of his powers,
and after another painful look, sent the ball along distance, as straight as an arrow.

It

is generally a very easy matter to criticise, but when it comes to doing a thing, it's
not always quite so easy as it looks. At anyrate that was my experience when I
tried, to the best of my ability, to imitate my opponent's style in hitting the ball. I
put myself into the proper attitude, which, by the way, Ifelt sure could not be
improved upon, and was preparing to have a mighty swipe, when uncle called
me to attention by saying

"Waggle, man, waggle."

The truth of the matter is

that, in my excitement, I quite forgot to go through the preliminary movements,
in this way disregarding one of the principal rules of the game, and what was
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more, indicating plainly to the spectators that my knowledge of golf was indeed
elementary.

However, Iagain got into shape, and after giving a few swings with

the club in the most approved manner before putting on full steam, didn't Ihit
the ball with the backward stroke, causing it to come with considerable force
against uncle's shins, he being at that moment standing on my right?
Result—
more strong language, unparliamentary of course. To my own credit it has to be
said that Ikept my mouth shut, probably because Iwas afraid to open it.

There

and then Ivowed, under my breath, that with the next shot Iwould either do
or die, and this Idid, for on the next attempt I hit the ball on the top of the

[ry
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head, and sent it a distance of about thirty yards.
Although pleased that Ihad
managed to hit the provoking little thing, Iwas disappointed to think it had not
gone farther,.
must at least
worse, for in
same time to

for Ifelt confident that, had it received the full force of my club, it
have gone half a mile.
Bad as this attempt was, the next was
my anxiety to do well Imanaged to lift a piece of turf, and at the
break the head of uncle's brassie (or whatever he called it), which
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Result—more strong remarks from uncle.
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After a few more awk-

ward accidents, we at last got to the green, where our troubles began in earnest.
Uncle explained that the idea was to get the ball into the little hole in the middle
of the green, and after two attempts he succeeded in accomplishing this himself.
Thinking it looked so easy, Imade up my mind to hole the ball with one shot,
but it seems that Iused rather too much strength, the effect of which was that the
ball went past the hole like an express train. On the next attempt Idrove it back,
with the same result.

Altogether I took

managed to hole the ball.
something happened

about

half a dozen strokes before I

We had got to what uncle called the fifth hole when

that nearly brought our

match

to

an

untimely conclusion.

In shooting from this hole to the next, we had to drive across a burn, a feat
which we found required considerable judgment and nerve.
Uncle got the ball
away all right, but, alas, it was not given sufficient strength, and flop it went into
the stream.
He rushed down a gravel bank to recover his ball, but found that
it had stuck behind a boulder in a small pool.
In a foolish attempt to observe
the rules of the game, uncle set himself to lift the ball from its resting-place with
his club.
Placing his feet upon two stones in the middle of the stream, uncle
endeavoured, to the best of his ability, to strike the ball in such away as to cause it
to reach the green to which it had been first directed.

It was quite evident that

he was not at all unanimous in his movements, for while in the act of swinging
the club, his feet, or rather the stones on which he stood, suddenly resolved to
move in an opposite direction.

A man thus divided against himself cannot stand,

and the consequence was that poor uncle fell.
It was with considerable difficulty
that Ieffected a rescue, but beyond the wetting he appeared none the worse of
his immersion.
Although Isuggested the advisability of returning home, he would
not hear of it, but persisted in finishing the game.
Our difficulties did not become easier as we went along, for between bunkers,
hazards, rocks, etc., it proved anything but a pleasant experience for me.
However, Ilearned enough to impress me with the fast that playing golf is not nearly
so easy as it looks.

One

thing

that I could not help observing specially is

the peculiar position that golfers take up after driving off the ball.
To be a
successful golfer you must invariably rise upon your tip-toes and gaze earnestly
into the distance.
Of course you don't see anything, but the idea seems to be
that the ball goes better if you freeze yourself into this attitude.

Ihave heard that

the best golfers are those who can keep this rigid position longest.

Truly, golf is

a game at which great gifts are needed, and therefore Ido not think it likely that
Ishall ever have the honour of winning the open championship.

POINTS

OF

VIEW — THE

IDEAL

HUSBAND

[From an Original Sketch by Miss Mina Stewart, Blairgowrie]
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A Character-study of the Gael
By J. W. Mackay
•R.
HE resplendent Highlander who figures
at Highland gatherings or clan society
functions seldom succeeds in arousing
Celtic

enthusiasm,

for

lander who sometimes
Highlands,

is

usually

The

of

Old

Garb

the

kilted

holiday

High-

appears in the more accessible
a Lowlander

Gaul

only

in

makes

I

disguise.
a material

Highlander, whether it is worn by a high-spirited son
of the

hills

or

by an

equally high-spirited,

perhaps weak-kneed, son of the Lowlands.

though
A true

Highland heart will beat as warmly beneath an ordinary tweed outfit as of yore beneath the tartan.

But a real Gael,

the embodiment of a Celtic soul, who can express with his tongue
the feelings and longings of his heart in the language beft adapted
to that purpose, is seldom met with.

There may still survive, in some lonely glens

or islands, far from the scenes and incidents of modern life, representatives of the
Gaelic

race

who

retain

unimpaired

their

national

characteristics

in speech and

manners ; but neither such relics of antiquity nor modernised Highlanders, who are
changing beyond recognition from the type of the "auld oreeginal," exhibit with
force and clearness what the character of a real Gael is.

The prevalent opinion

is that the barbarian Gael of the past has been subdued and tamed,

and that

under the increasing influence of modernism he has given way to a fairly respectable
type of citizen.

this opinion.

Most Highlanders of the present day assent to

When the decay of past ideals is deplored,

the

modern Highlander is the first to object to the theory that the
Gael must change with the times.

This separation from the past,

however, does not elevate the character of the Gael; the change
which has come over him is a harsh and destructive modification,
and not the natural growth and development of national character.
The loss to use and memory of his national language, and all that
it means to him, is an unfortunate change.

But when the Gael

realizes this loss without regret or concern, and has so far separated
79
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from the past that he has forgotten it, there must be something wrong, or else his
national spirit has become very poor indeed.
While indifference is the attitude
of the Highlander, curiosity rather than enthusiasm is the attitude of the Lowlander to all things Gaelic, and so it might appear that, since the Gael has long
ago ceased to be a nuisance, his Gaelic has now ceased to be an object of general
interest.

It is not so necessary to

character

anything

ascertain whether there has been

essential and permanent,

in Gaelic

and therefore valuable, which in its

present state of change may be lost or obscured, as to ask why this change is
taking place.
Much that is sublime, and more that is ridiculous, has been written
about the qualities and defects of the Gael.
He has been studied in a spirit of
hero -worship

more

frequently

than

he

has

been

critically examined in relation to the forces which have
formed his character.

Character-value is difficult to

estimate, but it is finally settled by the verdict of
history, and the expression given to racial genius in
literature and life.
An examination of the Gael's
history and literature will show why he is at present
changing, whether the change makes for growth or
decay, and whether it will put an end to the Gael and his Gaelic, or produce in
the future a worthy representative of the past.
The proud, patriotic, pugnacious, predatory spirit of the Gael is well revealed
in his history.
His wild and warlike spirit is seen in its primitive turbulence in the
Celtic tribes inhabiting Central Europe hundreds of years before the beginning of
the Christian era.

It is no less noticeable in their descendants, the Picts and Scots,

from a fusion of whom the Gaels of Scotland are descended.
It is seen in full
activity during the reigns of the Gaelic and Stuart kings of Scotland, under the
lordship of the Isles, and the chiefs of the clans.

It required Harlaw and Culloden

to make its turbulence and unrest amenable to the discipline of settled and established government.

War and unrest being so common, and intervals of peaceful

social development so few and far between in the history of the Gael, his martial
character had a full and free development.
Endowed with a brave, free spirit,
he had at all times an intense hatred of injustice and oppression, and a no less
intense love of country and of freedom.
To a turbulent and liberty-loving
disposition, the setting up of ordered and settled national institutions would not be
a congenial task, and to this disposition no less than to his lack of opportunity for
solving problems of government may be due the failure of the Gael as a nation.
A genius for government and for dealing with the practical side of life is more fully
developed in the present representatives of the race, and can hardly have been
awanting in their more martial ancestors.
There is a story told about a chief who
was called upon to hand over the smith of his clan to a court of justice, on account
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The chief was very reluctant to do so, and offered to

hang two weavers instead.
His crude notion of individual responsibility does not
prove a lack of a sense of juftice in him so much as that that sense was blinded
by his appreciation of the services of his skilled mechanic.
The success of the
Teutonic race and the failure of the Celtic in setting up the machinery of government does not prove that the Celt lacks a capacity for governing, or a less perfect
conception of what justice is.
Liberty and justice are not so perfectly established in
the institutions of government set up by the Saxon that the Celt need have any
regret at not being called upon to help in the beginning of the work.

When

reform is needed, the Celt is ready to demand it, and usually has a practical
plan of effecting it.
Social organisation was forced on the Gael from without--not developed from within,
and this explains some of his social habits.
His predatory habits were not due to
a barbarian instinct which resisted law and order. The bands of Highland raiders
that plundered the Southron do not quite deserve to be stigmatized
as thieves and robbers or common brigands.

The cattle-lifting

clansmen only put into practice the political economy which they
considered best.

They held that land and cattle and sheep were

not private property, but belonged to the whole clan.
They
regarded the property of the Southron just as they regarded the
property of their own and neighbouring clans, liable to be seized

Breac alinne, slat acoille, 'is fadh
afireaA (a fish from a stream, a wand from a wood, and a

for use when required.

stag from a forest) are three thefts of which a Gael never felt
ashamed.

Such was his view of the matter at a time when

afforestation schemes were undreamt of, and when the relative
importance of men and sheep and deer was different from what it became in
later days.
Culloden and Prince Charlie are too prominent in the common view of the
character of the Highlanders, and cast over it a gloom of melancholy which is
common to ,jacobitism as to all lost causes.
Culloden must not be looked upon
as the final defeat of a race in its struggle for existence or liberty.
After Culloden
the national spirit of the Gael, still active and vigorous, entered on a new phase of
its development.
His martial genius found scope for its exercise in new directions.
Before the close of the 18th century Chatham could boast in his place in Parliament that he had seen high military merit among the Scottish mountains, and had
called forth from their recesses to the service of the country a hardy and dauntless race of men, who had conquered for it in every quarter of the globe." The
it

18th century, from its beginning to its close, was an Augustan age of Gaelic

P
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It is in this period one may find the best realization of Highland ideals

in life, pictures of which may .be seen in the "Poems and Letters from the Mountains " of Mrs. Grant, of Laggan.
a contented

and

The Highlanders of that time were in the main

comfortable people,

never continued

but the peaceful development of the Gael

very long without interruption.

The

soldiers

who went forth to

fight Britain's battles abroad returned home in greatly reduced numbers, and found
new conditions awaiting them on their arrival.

During the

19th

century evictions

and emigration gave rise to the serious problem known as the "economic state of
the

Highlands."

That stream of

emigration,

flowing for almost one hundred years.
poor.
moss

necessity

Poor in respect of wealth it may always be.
are

too

plentiful

in

the

and

ambition

Little wonder that the

Highlands

to

have

kept

Highlands became

The primary rock and peat-

make

it

a place

where

wealth

accumulates, or even to make it industrially self-supporting . This only adds to the
seriousness of the
written.

In

been dulled,

economic

question,

on

which

some

chapters

character the people have become poorer,

their

have

yet to

martial ardour

and their spirit is less vigorous in all its activities.

be
has

When so much

that is sad comes up to memory of the past, its appeal to the present grows less
and less, and Gaelic and the past are in danger of passing out of the life of the
Highlands.

The Celt has been too much the victim of the misunderstanding which

regards the history and government of this country as English rather than British;
and unless the principles of liberty and justice are established on a broad enough
basis to satisfy him, he will fail to give of his best in the service of the Empire.
There are signs of a renaissance in the movements of the young Scot and of
the young Gael.

But no revival would suffice, not even a revolutiona resurrection

would be necessary to restore Gaelic to its former place and power.
was considered

a bar to the progress of the

While Gaelic

Highlander, as it separated London

more effectively from Skye than three thousand miles of ocean separated it from
New

York,

his

development

was

bound

to

be

slow.

But the

policy which

regarded the Gaelic as so insuperable an obstacle did not even try the bilingual
solution of the difficulty to make the progress of the Gael easier.

The result was

that the transition from Gaelic to English became more difficult, and hastened the
!• V
•

, .F

loss of the native language.
In

Now that the old tongue has almost

passed out of the life of the Highlands, it has in recent times
received official recognition,

like a worn -out

veteran

who

has

waited for his medal from the War Office for many
long years, and is at last awarded it, to remind him
-"

that his day is almost ended.
Emotion and sentiment

are

strong in the

Gael, but are not the only or the predominent
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qualities of his mind, although in disposition he is effusive and enthusiastic rather than
formal and reserved.

The heathery hills and rocky glens of "Caledonia stern and

wild " have afforded the Gael a less congenial climate for a high development of
epic and dramatic literature and the plastic arts than the Greek enjoyed in vinebearing and sunny Attica.

The Gael has done penance for this deficiency in his

mental output by a long and deep devotion to the classics.

The Gaelic mind is no

doubt a mobile quantity, but lack of balance and steadiness are not characteristic of
it.

In

Politics

the Celt may be Radical, as a result of the modern conditions of

his existence, but in matters of taste and feeling, in culture and creed, he is conserhis attitude is often expressed by saying, Se an
seann Aasan is docha leam (I prefer the old way). In a crisis, or in looking
to the future, he says, Lean gu dluth ri chu do shinnsir (Be true to the
vative.

In regard to changes

tradition of your ancestors).
It is in this quality of mind more than in his sentimentalism or his revolt against the despotism of fact, that danger lurks.
The
ancient Gaels at all times showed themselves adaptable to new conditions, and
ready to accept any change which made for their material or moral improvement,
as well as eager to preserve the good attained in the past.

But when the blood

of the Gael runs colder, this conservatism may reveal itself in a retrograde tendency,
and in a withering formality which preserves the letter but kills the spirit of the
past, and may upset the correct adjustment of past to present and present to future
which hitherto the Gaelic mind has successfully maintained.

The rapidly changing

and hustling conditions of the 20th century are unfavourable to the genius of the
Gael, and render it difficult for Gaelic to renew its youth.
The Hood of time and change has transformed his character,
and

the loss of

his

national language is only one

of

the

features of a changed type of Highlander. The Gael of the
present is much less imaginative and emotional than the Gael
of old; he is duller and more prosaic, though still sometimes
peculiar.
Contact with the Lowlander, and the necessity of acquiring the English
language for the market and public meeting, have rendered his Gaelic characteristics
a source of trouble to him.

A Gaelic mind could only express itself in broken

English, with a Highland accent, for the Gael could not acquire the Saxon tongue
with the same readiness as the Highland echo. A Highland ghillie once expressed
his amazement at hearing the voice of his English master re-echoed from the rock
as clearly and distinctly as his own. He had never in all his life heard of asimilar
feat by mactalla (the echo).
The Gaelic-speaking Highlander is very apt to mix
his metaphor when he essays the English idiom, and his inflection and phonetics
sound peculiar to modern ears. The desire to appear "no so Hielant " has helped
the other causes which render him apathetic to the survival or decay of his language.
The gospel of getting on appeals to him more strongly than the genius of his
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But though Gaelic should become dead in the letter, it would be well

that the proud, emotional, vigorous spirit of its past should survive to make the Gael of
the future a worthy representative of those who have made Tir nam Leann, nan
gleann 's nam Lreacan (the land of bens, and glens and tartans) as famous as it is.
The Gaelic grit and determination which have been nurtured in the Highlands of
Scotland have made the Scots a ruling race.

This explains why the cry of the

name of Mac on a river boat in China, or in Africa, or at a meeting of company
directors the world over, will usually get an answer.

Yet that grit may be impaired

for the service of the Empire if the emotional fire of the Gael should burn low.
Human happiness and success are to a great extent conditioned by temperament,
and the inherited temperament of the Gael may become dormant on account of the
loss of his language, and all the treasures of song and story it contains.

Th ig crio dh, air an t-saoghal
IIch mairidh gaol is ceol.
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NOTICE
MISS MINA STEWART, BLAIRGOWRIE, has generously presented
to the Bazaar a number of Sketches, both in Black and White and in Colour,
including the Originals of those

reproduced on pages 66 and

78 of this

book.

These Sketches will be on Sale in the Bazaar.

I

For further
r.,e,.• particulars,
n„•k•i••,..rd.
•e• sr,••a•
For
apply to the
Secretar

r

Special Attractions MADAM ZITA
at the Bazaar THE RENOWNED PALMIST,
WILL

GAMES

OF

SKILL

VOCAL

wi ll

MUSIC

AFTERNOON

TEAS,

&c.,

be served under the management

of the

Officers'

ATTENDANCE

INSTRUMENTAL

LUNCHEONS,

Wholesale

IN

of all descriptions.

AND

A.

BE

Refreshment

Sta ll.

J

MACFARLANE,
Sporran

KINGUSSIE

Manufacturer,

Sporrans for all Regiments and Territorials made on short notice.

Contractor for Toronto, Sutherlandshire, Inverness-shire, Banffshire,
Renfrewshire (
Greenock) Territorials.
Military Belts,

Dirks,

Claymores, Skeindhus,

Badges,

Samples per Parcel Post.

Morayshire, Aberdeenshire,

and

Brooches supplied.

and

_71n_

i

P. GRANT , M.P.S.,
Chemist and Druggist,
THE

THE

CROSS,

CROSS,

•.

KINGUSSIE.
[House Bell Next Door.]

PRESCRIPTIONS

ACCURATELY

DISPENSED.

My Stock of Drugs, Chemicals, and Pharmaceutical Preparations is. Fresh and
of the Finest Quality obtainable.

BEST

QUALITY
of

Sponges,

Soaps,

Sick Room; Toilet,

HOT-WATER
AIR

Surgical

SPONGE

Appliances,

and

BOTTLES.

SAFETY

SHEETING.

HAND

MIRRORS.

DRESSING

COMBS.

HAIR

BRUSHES.

FEEDING

BATH

GLOVES.

CUPS.

PANS.

Etc.,

TOBACCOS,

FACE

in

CHARTS.

CLOTHS.

MANICURE

SETS.

etc.

CIGARS,

the

SOAPS.

THERMOMETERS.

BED

for

RAZORS.

SHAVING

BAGS.

TEMPERATURE

Requisites

and Nursery.

CUSHIONS.

WATERPROOF

PIPES.

Perfumes,

Etc., etc.

AND

CIGARETTES

Choice Variety.

.
Select Assortment by Imperial Company,

PHOTOGRAPHIC

Brumfit,

and

other

DEPARTMENT.

Developing and Printing carefully and

promptly executed.

Leading Makers.
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EXPANDING
BURBERRY TWEEDS
EVERY
GENUINE

KLIS
means of

A

new

method

BURBERRY

of

GARMENT IS

BURBERRY weaving, by

LABELLED

which tweeds (unproofed) are

"BURBERRYS"

endowed with such remarkable elasticity as
to do away with any necessity for artificial
aids to freedom.

KLIS
consequently

Tweeds being woven on
looms,

not knitted — they

retain

their

springiness,

unaffected by time or wear.

KLIS
stockinette type.

Tweeds

cannot

sag—the

failing of the fabrics of the
They look exactly what

they are—typical Scotch Tweeds, and maintain the high reputation of these cloths for
smartness and durability.
K

L IS

the unrestricted

Tweeds are invaluable to
the Golfer, as they insure
freedom of

Nature, and

there being nothing that suggests their elastic

attributes, a Klis Suit is as appropriate for
business as for outdoor exercise.

THE

BURBERRY

The One Weatherproof Top-coat for the
Golfer.
a leaf.

Rain runs from its surface as from
Featherlight

and

1

easy fitting, it

allows absolute liberty, and never hinders a
stroke even in the highest wind.

BURBERRYS
The

Haymarket,

LONDON;

10 Boul. Malesherbes, PARIS;
Basingstoke

and

Provincial

Agents.

SPECIAL DISPLAY IN KINCUSSIE
of Burberry Garments for Sport, Travel, Town
and Country, for Ladies and Gentlemen, at
BURBERRYS

APPOINTED

AGENTS:

Frazer & Sons, Kingussie,
August 21st to 26th,

}

n

Zt>-.7
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HIGHLAND
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RAILWAY

Cheap Day Excursions
Excursion Tickets, available for Return on day of issue only,
will be issued from Kingussie and Newtonmore Stations daily
(Sundays excepted), from June to September, as under, viz.:
From Kingussie
TO

First Class

Third Class

From Newtonmore
First Class

Third Class

ABERFELDY ,

9/5

4/9

8/ 11

4/6

AVIEMORE,

2/-

1
/-

2,/5

1/3
2/9

6/-

3/-

5/6

BOAT OF GARTEN, ...

2/9

1/5

3/3

1/8

BROOMHILL ,

3/6

1/9

4/-

2i-

CARR-BRIDGE,

3/1

1/7

3/7

1/10

CULLODEN MOOR,

6/7

3/4

7/1

3;'7

DALWHINNIE,

2/2

1/1

2/-

1/-

DAVA ,

5/5

2/9

5/ 11

3/-

DAVIOT ,

51
/11
9/4

3/4/8

6/5
8/10

3/3
4/5

BLAIR

ATHOLL ,

...

DUNKELD ,
DUNPHAIL ,

6/6

3/3

7/-

3/6

7/ 11

4/-

8/5

4/3

GRANTOWN,

4/-

2/
/-

INVERNESS,

7/9

3/ 11

4/6
8/2

2/3
4/1

KILLIECRANKIE ,

6/6

3/3

6/-

3/-

KINCRAIG,

1/6

2/-

1/-

KINGUSSIE,

—

FORRES ,

...

MOY,
NAIRN ,
NEWTONMORE,

...

/11
—

/10

1

16

5/3

2/8

5/9

2/11

9/6

4/
9

10/-

5-

/6

—

—

/10

PITLOCHRY,

7/2

3/7

6/8

3/4

STRUAN ,

5/3
4/7

2/8
2/4

4/9
5/-

2/5
2/6

TOMATIN ,

Programme of Tourist, Week-end, and Excursion arrangements, and all information,
sent post free on application to the Traffic Manager, Highland Railway, Inverness.
ROBERT PARK , General Manager, Inverness.

)
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MARSHALL'S

PURE

FAROLA
FINE
For

WHEAT

FOODS

CEROLA

GRAINED

LARGE
For

BLANCMANGES,
CUSTARDS, &c.

MILK

AND

PUDDINGS,

GRAINED
STEAMED
PORRIDGE,

&c.

FAROLA and CEROLA are both pure Wheat Foods, and their constitution
is similar, but owin g to the difference in the size of granules, Farola is more suitable
for Custards, and Cerola for Baked Puddin gsand similar dishes.

JAMES
25

MARSHALL

(GLASGOW)

LTD.,

East Cumberland. Street, Glasgow.

D

QZ

THE MORAY AND NAIRN LAUNDRY CO., Ltd.,
Ashgrove Laundry, ELGIN.
The moat Efficient, Reliable, and Best Equipped Laundry
in the Districrt.
PURITY

OF

EXCELLENCE
PROMPT

COLOUR
OF

WORK,

DELIVERY

and

ASSURED.

Dyers, French Cleaners, and Carpet Beaters.
Now under entirely New and Capable Management.
Telephone

For further particulars apply to "The Manager."
Elgin.
Telegrams. "Ashgrove Laundry, Elgin.

No., 57,

C
Y

71

71 n
Coal

(grain

D. MACNAUGHTON,

Straw

FAMILY GROCER

Hay
All kinds

and

of Feeding

PROVISION

Stuff's.

_.
Keenest

MERCHANT,

High Street, KINGUSSIE.
Prices.

Orders punctually attended to.
4
W .♦

Specia lty :

John Dallas,

Fruits and Con f
ections.

Th e Mills, Kingussie.
1
7•2

V
71

Excellent

Work

at Moderate Charges.

(• •'•((••••L•'

II

••

KINGUSSIE LAUNDRY.

Orders

care f
ully

attended to, and prompt delivery given.

MISS FOWLIE, KINGUSSIE.

JJ

HOSSACK

LEY

& CU

F#

i
Finest Quality Beef and Mutton

Shooting

Lodges

and

(Home Killed) always on hand.

Families Supplied.

Private

.1tereirs
Orders called for and delivered daily.

Charges Strictly Moderate.

J

TNGU"`KE
aa
'Lis

9
(Near Post Office.)

BOOTS, SHOES. AND SLIPPERS AT

j
TH fBADf NOCH SHOr SHOF
OOTS,
B

SHOES,

Friends and

AND

SLIPPERS

of every description

Patrons at very moderate prices.

of High-Class K Boots and Shoes (black and tan).
Golfing Shoes as
Horse-skin

worn by Harry Vardon and

Shooting

or Hill

BootsGuaranteed

A Visit of Inspection Solicited.

are offered

to

A splendid selection
Ladies' and Gent.'s

other professional

K

t

Golfers.

Waterproof.
Bring your Repairs.

It matters not where your hoots have been bou,lit.
Refiairs executed at shortest notice.
Letter

/
v\.

hest Material and T'orhlnanshifi.

Orders firoinAlly attended to.

MACLEAN ,
SHOEMAKER, KING STKEET, KINOUSSIE
0

r

®

1

vii

Economy.

Excellence.

Durability.

SEASONABLE
LATEST

STYLES

BEST

KEENEST

F.

GOODS
QUALITY

PRICES

MACLEOD,
DRAPER

AND

OUTFITTER,

111Gf1 STREET (west END) ,KI

NGUSSI E.

A Visit Esteemed.

L

Nearest Shop for Railway Station.

71

Prompt Despatch to Letter Orders.

JAMES MACKINTOSH
Late of Mr. L. Mackintosh's),

LADIES'

High

AND

GENT.'S

Street,

Kingussie.
Scotch and Irish

LADIES' COSTUMES

Homespuns Stocked.

from £3 5/ .

SUITS from £2 10/-.

TAILOR,

Caps, Ties, &c.

-•--•

G
G L•A

G`
1

Eftablished 1875.

MMOO

*Uah R0SS,
Plumber, Bell-hanger, Gas-fitter, and Heating Engineer,
Xingussie,

Visitors' Luggage Carted in the DiAridt at
Moderate Charges.

ALEX. FRASER ,Contractor and

Lorry awaits all Trains.

Luggage Carrier ,
Spey

St., Kingussie

By Special Royal Warrant of

By Special Royal Warrant of

Appointment to His Majesty

Appointment to H.M.

the King.

Queen Alexandra.

Manufadurers to the Royal and Imperial Courts of Europe.

P. & J. HACCART,
ABERFELDY,

Royal

Woollen

Manufacturers,

Perthshire.

VISITORS to the Highlands should write for our New Catalogues and Price
Lists, sent post free to any address;

also

Patterns of our Far-Famed ROYAL

SANDRINGHAM TWEEDS (manufactured from the Royal Sandringham Wool).
Ladies' and Gent.'s Tailor-made Garments (self-measurement forms sent post free).
Shooting Capes,

Motor Coats,

Ladies'

Coftumes,

Kilt Suits,

&c.

Clan Tartan

Travelling Rugs, Shetland Goods, Hand-knit Hose, &c.
Telegrams, "Haggart, Mills, Aberfeldy."

Telephone No. 6, P.O.

r

r

Visitors to Kingussie

JAS. GI$SON, ,
High -class
Ladies' and Gent.'s

Should Visit the

TAILOR,

WEST-END TEA ROOM

Real Harris and Homespun
Tweeds aSpeciality.

Miss Macdonald's,

First-Class Cutting, Fitting, and
Workmanship Guaranteed.

High Street, NINGUSSIE.

High
Dainty Teas.

L

G
o

J

W.

Street,

L

Kingussie.

CAMPBELL.
FRUITERER,

Gynaek Street, KINGUSSIE,
Receives Daily Fresh Supplies of

Fruit

and

Vegetables

All Orders receive prompt and careful attention.

J

Mrs.

Marriage,

Birthd ay, and

J.

soirees and

Taylor,,

BAKER

AND

Excursions
Purveyed.

:.

Chri9tening

CONFECTIONER

Cakes

Hot Pies
every

to order.

H•gk Street, Kingussie

Saturday.

A•l

0I,

Agent f
or slag and all
Agricultural

Manures.

C
f-'•

JG)

J

Jas.. S. Macpherson
COAL.

HAY.

STRAW

AND

.

MERCHANT

Spey Street,

Kingussi*e
..

I

Best Scot. and Engli& Coal supplied
..l

i

EVERY fiRTICLE SUPPLIED for HORSE

J. Hume
Go lf

Cl ubs by various Noted Makers.

SADDLER

AND

MAKER,

Fishing Tac kl e of all
Travelling Requisites.

Repairs to Clubs or Bags promptly done.

Dressing Cases.

Sign

d STRBLE by

HARNESS

Golf Bags and Golf Balls.
Game Bags,

an

Panniers,

&c„

P

::

kinds.
Walking Sticks.

Brush. and Comb Cases.

f9 c.

of the Golden Horse, KING USSIE.

4

r

1

V1S1t01'S to Kingussie
SHOULD

VISIT

L. Mackintosh's Warehouse
FOR

Real Scotch Homespuns,
Harris Tweeds,
Skye Tweeds,
Shetland Tweeds,
Shetland woollen Goods.
•►•

.fie

Hig h-class
•1

L.

L

La die s'

High-class

an

d Gent.'s

'T'ailoring.

.Dressmaking.

MACKINTOSH,
Draper

and

Outfitter,

Ladies'

and

Gent.'s

Tailor,

KINGUSSIE.

J

i

A

VERY

COMFORTABLE

FAMILY

AND

TOURIST

HOTEL.

7•

6) 11-6

M

113LA

°
The Royal Hotelo
LEI

I

0

EVERY
AT

01
I

0000 I
I

I

COMFORT
THE

AND

LOWEST

ATTENTION

POSSIBLE

Good Cuisine

GIVEN

PRICES.

Bracing Climate

Golfing

'T'ennis

FAing

Billi ar ds
i
OI

i

113 r4

I0 I

Kingussie
DI

!
0

I

or--fl

I

6
Hiring and Motor Repairing Pit in connection with Hotel.

THE

HOTEL

BOOTS

AWAITS

THE

ARRIVAL

OF

ALL

TRAINS.

D. MACPHERSON, Proprietor. '

Telegrams, "Petrie, Inverness."

D. Petrie, Cameron & Co.,
PASSENGER
BOOK

PASSENGERS

BY

Canada and

THE

the

AGENTS,
BEST

LINES

RUNNING

TO

United States,

South America, Australia, New-Zealand,

Chi na,
BERTHS

and all parts of
ARRANGED,

AND

ALL

the World.

INFORMATION

GIVEN.

2 Lombard Street, Inverness.

•

::n

KOb[RT YOUNGER , LIMITED.
St. Ann's Brewery, Edinburgh,
Celebrated for their

India Pale Ales and Stout
AGENTS:
Messrs. Train & M`Intyre, Ltd., 60 Wellington Street, Glasgow.
Mr. Robert Walton, Pink Lane, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Mr. Jas. Crighton, 3 Seagate, Dundee.
Mr. W. E. Stephen, 12 Virginia Street, Aberdeen.
Mr. R. J. Sinclair, Union Street, Wick.

4

D. & M. FRASER,
GENERAL

AND

FURNISHING

IRONMONGERS,

CABINETMAKERS,
GLASS

Spey

AND

GIVEN

TO
FOR

HIS

MAJESTY'S

ALL

KINDS

JOINER
JOBBING

Sole Agents in

the

Districft

OF

for

LINOLEUMS,

OF

GOVERNMENT.
CARPENTRY

AND

WORK.

PROMPTLY

Golfing
SELECTION

MERCHANTS,

KINGU SS1E.

Street,

CONTRACTORS
ESTIMATES

CHINA

ATTENDED

"ROYAL

TO.

DOULTON " W ARE.

Requisites.
CARPETS

AND

RUGS, TRUNKS,

GALVANISED GOODS, CUTLERY, TOOLS, CYCLE ACCESSORIES,

J

&c., &c.

Td 0 00000 000000 n-

0
*

Groceries

T. M'Gidlivray,

Fish
GROCER

Vegetables

High Street,

-••

X1146'

(
(
il)
)
•

Fruit

Kingussie

Confections
Your

E steeme d

Or ders

1•i
MILK, CREAM, and Nigh-class DAIRY PRODUCE
M ay be had from
I

DUNCAN
Croftearno&

FERGUSON
Dairy,

Kingussie

••• •
MILK
OF

AND

THE

CREAM

VERY

QUALITY

CART

BEST

AND

GUARANTEED

QQQaOD

PURE

'

ORDERS

DELIVERS
IN

TWICE

KINGUSSIE
DAILY

Mackenzie

&

Cumming,

Family Butchers,

High Street,

Kingussiee

D

wd

ALWAYS
LARGE

ON

SUPPLY

BUTCHER
BEST

HAND

MEAT

A

OF

PICKLED

TONGUES.

CORNED

BEEF.

SALT

OF

ROUNDS.

SAUSAGES,

QUALITY.

FOWLS, &c.

114

SHOOTING

LODGES

SUPPLIED.

`eAll Orders Punctually attended to.

Van delivers in the Country.

7AN

PATRONISED
D

ALL

BY

ROYALTY,

THE

"THE

LADIES

THE

AND

DISTINCTIVE

NOBILITY

NOTE

'•

AND

GENTLEMEN
IN

T• (

ARISTOCRACY,

WHO

TASTEFUL

APPRECIATE

C

DRESS."

_/

R. Hepburn & Co.,
DESIGNERS OF LADIES' AND GENT.'S GARMENTS
FOR

THE

SMART

FOREST,

PROMENADE

MOTORING

AND

EXCLUSIVE

DESIGNS

IN

SHETLAND,

ST.

ALL

THE

KILDA,

FAMOUS

ORDINARY
THE

PERFECT

CONFIRM
IN

MOOR,

THE

AND

HAND-MADE

MAKES

IN

MILL

HOMESPUN

UP

TO

OF

REPUTATION

SCOTLAND

FOR

SMART

LEWIS,

COATS,

TWEED,

RICHEST
TINTS,
AS

EXCLUSIVE

FROM

THE

DESIGNS

LEADING

SCOTCH

O.

ALSO

FIRM

FABRICS.

name

with

Perfection in the Art of Ladies an d Gent.'s Tailoring.

of

HOME

DESIGNS

OF

AND

THE

&

HARRIS,

VICUNA.
AND

THE

&c.

The

THE

FAMOUS

PATTERNS

C

is

LOVAT

SENT

ON

The Highland. 'T'wee d

l•

GOWNS

INVERNESS.

SPUN
THE

HOLD

R . H EP $ U R N

RIVER.

HOMESPUNS —REAL

COLOURS,

WE

AND

CITY

DRIVING

SUTHERLAND,

BLENDING

FIELD,

synonymous

TWEED.
REQUEST.

H ouse,

BEAULY, N. B.
Telegrams, "Hepburn."

'Phone 39.

G

g44

PATERSON 9S •
PIANOS
I

I

COLLARD

STEINWAY
BECHSTEIN

BROADWOOD

BRINSMEAD

CHAPPELL

SQUIRE

and the Famous

HOPKINSON

ANGELUS
PLAYER

CRAMER

PIANOS

OBERMEIER
The largest selection

All the Befit Makes

in the North of

at the most moderate

Scotland.

Prices.

FOR SHOO T ING LODGES

All the above renowned makes can

be Hired by the Week or Month at the most reasonable rates.
Inclusive Terms on Application.
Moderate-Priced

Instruments for Sale from V8 and £20

(Cash or Instalments) —

suitable for "Letting Houses."

PATERSON SONS & C
THE LEADING SCOTTISH MUSIC DEALERS,

PERTH (26 George Street).
And at Dundee,

♦

Edinburgh, Glasgow,

Aberdeen,

Arbroath,

Ayr,

etc.,

etc.

Kingussie Agents—EWAN CAMPBELL & SON, Cabinetmakers.

If you are not riding

ON

PALM ER
TYRES
You are not obtaining the full measure of enjoyment

A perfecrt Tyre should possess

from your Cycling.

RESILIENCE, SPEED, NON-LIABILITY
TO PUNCTURE, and FREEDOM FROM
SKIDDING.
No Tyre combines all these qualities in so marked a degree as the Palmer.
foundation is immensely strong, and

Its fabric

the tread is of

the finest quality Rubber.

SPECIFY

PALMER'S
THE

SEASON

PALMER TYRE

ART
IS

THIS

BOOKLET

YOURS FOR

THE ASKING

Write for
aCopy

THE

PALMER TYRE, Ltd,

119, 121, 123 Shaftesbury Avenue
LONDON, W.C.

Palmer Motor and Cycle Tyres can be supplied locally by our Agents,
EWAN CAMPBELL & SOLI, THE GARAGE, KINGUSSIE

CELEBRATED

INDIA PALE ALE
AND

NOURISHING STOUT
Agent for Inverness and Northern District:
I

I

H.

BANNERMAN,
THUNDERTON

I

HOUSE,

I

I

FOUNDED

1805.

CALEDON IAN

L.. I

F•fte• N S U R A
I
I

CE

ILIFE

ACCIDENT' C O MPA N Y I5uRaLnRv
THE OLDEST SCOTTISH

INSURANCE OFFICE.

TOTAL FUNDS EXCEED

THE

X3,000,000.

CALEDONIAN," FOUNDED IN THE REIGN OF KING GEORGE III,
COMMANDS SPECIAL ATTENTION.
4• 4•

LIFE

DEPARTMENT
ASSURANCES GRANTED WITH AND WITHOUT MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

EIRE

DEPARTMENT
STRONG

RESERVES.

MODERATE

SURVEYS

ACCIDENT
EMPLOYERS'
POLICIES

MADE

FREE

OF

PREMIUMS.

CHARGE.

DEPARTMENT
LIABILITY

AND

GRANTED

AT

PERSONAL ACCIDENT AND
STANDARD

ILLNESS

RATES.

GOLFERS MAY INSURE AGAINST LIABILITY FOR ACCIDENTS TO CADDIES
WHEREVER PLAYING AT A PREMIUM OF

4I'

PER ANNUM.

PROSPECTUSES & FULL INFORMATION WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION.
AGENT

FOR

K INGUSSIE,

ABERDEEN

J.

T.

BRANCH

SIMPSON,

, 132

UNION

Esa.,

SOLICITOR.

STREET.

s.

,,,,.g.. _-

THE

NEW

RED=BLACK
STEEL=ARMOURED

'
E
yt'
'
.f .

.,.+...,,.

&
a

T in

HE method by which the METAL STUDS are embedded
our 1911 Pattern NON-SKID TYRE, combined with
the QUALITY of the RUBBER and CANVAS used, render it
not only the MOST EFFECTIVE NONSKID, but, as a NONSKID, the MOST DURABLE AT PRESENT ON THE MARKET.
Test our NEW TYRE on any type of Car, and the mileage
you will obtain will SURPASS that given by any you
may have used before.
Leather Tread, Three Ribbed Square and Round
Tread Patterns in all Sizes, stocked by

t

CONTINENTAL

TYRE

&

RUBBER

(Gt. Britain) Ltd.,
THURLOE

PLACE,

LONDON, S.W.

CO.

Yp

1{ in 71i::• 41; s

Her !a+e Mzees • Oucct;lti•r ••f• a

Continuous-Suction
Vacuum

Gleaners

((gray's Improved Model)
Vacuum-cleaning has come to
stay, and the best machine--the machine that will do more
work with less exertion and
in less time than any other--is our new five-guinea continuous -suction

model.

QUADRUPLE

bellows

built on sound principles are
the secrets of its success.

Its

steady, powerful, continuous
action is far more penetrating
and effective than the ordinary,

jerky,

double-bellows

type.
Price, with carpet, upholstery, brush and
crevice nozzles, f5 :5s.
Ditto, with Ball-bearings, £5 :15s.
CALL AND SEE IT DEMONSTRATED.
I

I

Booklet on Application.

I

I

JAMES GRAY & SOLI,
By Royal Appointment,

89

George

Street,

Edinburgh.

Telephone No. 287 .

Telegrams—

St. Abb ans,

Inverness.

✓

"ST. ABBANS "

Aerated Table Waters
AWARDED

TWO

GOLD

M EDALS

Unsurpassed for Purity and

Excellence.

Invigorating.

Refreshing.
`-

"ST.

AB$ANS"

HYGIENE

STOPPER

TO OPEN—Raise Flap
and

Pull

Backwards.

Mackintosh & Co., Limited,
"St.

Abbans" Mineral Water Works,

Inverness.

•

e•

COAL
OF

ALL

KINDS.

Anthracite and Household Nuts
Dross, Coke,
66

From the

Colli ery

&c.

,

to the Fireside "

at Wholesale Rates.
OUR

SPECIALITY

HOUSEHOLD

BLOCK

COAL

(Registered)

Money is saved by purJhasing from our -Rrm
67•

Shankland & Co.,
88 Great Clyde Street,

Glasgow.
Telegrams: "Shan1land, Glasgow.'

I

I

:6p lRopal Tarrant to this MajestP the liking.

1,

CANTRELL & COCHRANE'S
GINGER ALES,
CLUB

SODA, .

TANA 9 &c.
SOLD

.

EVERYWHERE

DE POT

and

m

FOR

SCOTLAND:

53 SURREY STREET
GLASGOW

7/

JEFFREY'S
Lager

Munich

PALE
To

be

had

at

all

Restaurants,

ALE
Hotels,
and

Grocers,

Bars.

G

Everybody wants

a Grood. Ugbt

now-a-days

Acetylene
meets

"A Light of Fascinating
Brilliancy."

the need.

Cheaper than Electric Light.
Cheaper than Petrol Air Gas.
Cheaper than Coal or Oil Gas.
SIX LIGHTS FOR
ONE PENNY PER HOUR

The "Bon-Accord " System
has

stood

the

teat

of 15

years without a failure.

ACETYLENE

—

Is easy to read by
Does not flicker
Does not require Mantles
Is not poisonous
Is easy to instal
Can be managed by any
Domeftic

London

's

Latest

at

0•i

Less

THE

r

than

London

TOUCH
IN

Prices

c

"ELEGANTE "

DRESSMAKING

That touch of artistic modishness and grace which
bespeaks the hand of amaster, and which is much
sought after but seldom achieved, holds sway in
our Dressmaking Department.

LADIES

i

who seek our advice, or the services of our Dressmakers,
Ar

t

may be assured not only of the very

Latest Materials, but also of the more elegant of
the London and

Paris Styles,

carefully repro-

duced and fitted to perfection.
We make a Speciality of
LADIES'

TAILOR -MADE

COATS

AND

SKIRTS

The economy of coming to us for your Dresses,
Frocks, Gowns, etc., become very apparent to
you after the first
trial.

A well-

fitting,

smartly

114,;•;!

turned-out Dress will not only wear longer, but will also keep

,1

its stylish appearance to the end.
If for any reason you have been disappointed, or are
dissatisfied, we would urge you to let us make your next
Dress.

By coming here you avoid disappointing delays and

badly-fitting Dresses.

.Patterns

and E

stimates sent,

Post

Paid,

on

requesrt.

YOUNG & CHAPMAN
Drapers,

Mi ll iners,

Dressmakers, Outfifters,

INVERNESS.
Te leph one No, 3y4.

0

•1

r'

4•
ids

THOUSANDS

OF

PEOPLE

EAT

BERMALINE
BR EAD
JUST

BECAUSE

THEY

ARE

IT

IS

NICE. —BUT WHAT A LOT

DOING

THEMSELVES

IN

A

QUIET

OF GOOD
WAY!

Manufactured and Sold by

J. M. GRANT,

Baker,

High Street, Kingussie.

4

FrFRENCH

NATURAL

SPARKLING

17-

By
By

H.M.

Appointment

King

r#kk

George

Appointment

to

to

N.M.

V.

CygM
PQGNE

OF TABS

The

King

of

Spain.

OfflClAL REPAIRERS TO THE SCOTTISH AND ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUBS.

•► /,

Telegrams
'
,
'Campbell's

Garage, Kingussie."
—0—

Tariff Card on application.
-o—
All. work carried out on the premises.
I

RELIABLE

AND

UP-TO-DATE

ALBION

AND

ARGYLL

MOT OR C ARS FO1
R HI
RE
Large and Varied Stock of

DUNLOP,

MICHELIN,

PALM ER, .AND

. . .

CONTINENTAL

MOTOR

TYRES,

PETROL:S, OILS, SPARES, AND ALL REQUISITES AT KEENEST PRICES.

Ty
res Vulcanized by

moss modern Appliances..

Agents for B.S.A., Singer,

and

Swift Cycles.

EVAN CAM i?'B ELI. & SON, The Garage, Ki ngussie.

The Badenocb Ironmongery and House Furnishing Warehouse
FURNISHINGS FOR SHOOTING LODGES & VILLA RESIDENCES.
Every. Description of

HOUSEHOLD
BEDS

AND

BEDDING.

FURNITURE
CARPETS,

CHINA I
AND EARTHENWARE.
ENAMELLED WARE.
TRAVELLING

LINOLEUMNS.

CRYSTAL AND GLASS.

CUTLERY AND 1~ I.F,CTRO PLATE.

REQUISITES.

SPORTING

REQUISITES.

GOLF CLUBS, GOLF BAGS, and GOLF BALLS in great
Valuators and Estate Agents.

variety.

Inventories carefully taken.

s♦

Designs

•

and Egicnates free of charge.

LWAN CAMPB
ELL &SON Hi 9
hStreet lain guss•e .

•

Kingussie

Golf Club

Bazaar

