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The Chronicle of Perth has been printed from a Manufcript -^o ' 4 "I"

purchafed by the Faculty of Advocates at a fale of books which had

belonged to the late Rev. James Scott, author of the Lives of the Scottilh

Reformers, and of a valuable Differtation upon the Gowrie Conlpiracy.

Although ufually defignated as " Mercer's Chronicle," there Teems no

fufBcient authority for its being fo denominated, as, from internal evi-

dence, the MS. muft have been written at different intervals, and by

different perfons.

John Mercer, who, for a coniiderable time, was Town-Clerk of

Perth, unqueftionably appears to have been the pofleiTor of the volume

containing this Chronicle, as towards the end of it a few entries, princi-

pally of deaths, occur in his hand-writing ; but beyond this portion, he

feenis to have had no further title to the authorfliip.

Part of the volume has apparently been ufed as a regiller of burials.

This portion, however, has been mutilated ; a circumftance to be lefs

regretted, as the names ftill preferved are of no particular intereft.



In printing the Chronicle, the Editor has carefully adhered to the

text ; and the only extent to which he deemed it expedient to interfere,

was in removing the contra6lions, and altering the arrangement ; and

as the chronological order had been entirely difregarded, the writers

having evidently noted down their information without any regard to

dates, the latter change appeared to be indilpenfably necefFary. It is

alfo proper to mention, that in one or two inftances fome miftakes have

crept into the MS. ; but as the Editor had no means of correcting them

beyond conje6tural emendation, he thought it moll prudent to leave

them as they were.

Mr Scott's tranfcripts of the Kirk Seffion Records of Perth having

alio been purchafed by the Faculty of Advocates, a few extradils have been

printed in the Appendix, as illuftrative of the habits and cufloms of the

citizens of Perth, and as furnifliing a fair eftimate of the Hate of fociety

during the period to which they refer. The Editor has alfo added an

Examination of the fuppofed Royal defcent of John Earl of Gowrie,

from Queen Margaret, the widow of James the IV. and lifter of Henry

the VIII., which, he ventures to think, will, from the documents

referred to, be deemed conclulive. As the execution of Lord Sanquhar,

whofe principal refidence was in Perth, is referred to in the Chronicle,

perhaps the Notice relative to it may not be devoid of intereft.
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King William wes the Ixxxiij King of Scottis : quha fowndit the burgh

of perth, in the geir of God 1210 geiris, and gaifF findrie previleges to

the famen. He rang xlix geiris, deceiffit at ftriviling, in the geir of

God 1214 geiris, buried in aberbrothok.

Vpoun 12 day of May 1363 jeiris, Alexander abercrumbie off

murthlie fet ane tak to Jhone merl'er, burgels of perth, of the lands of

vbny within the baronie of murthlie, cum heriotis, marchetis, et merchia-

raentis, for the Ipace of aucht geiris, for the foume of fFourtie punds

Sterling money, for releiff of the baronie of murthlie, payit ad fabrica-

tionem pontis de perthe.

The foundation of the Charterhoufe befide perth, be King James the

firft in anno 1430 geiris, quha deceiffit in anno 1436, on the xx day of

ffebruar, and his queue Joanna foundatrix thereof, deceiffit in July 1445

geiris.

fflowden vas in September, on the lettir lady day in anno 1513 geiris.

The duik of albanie was governor to King James the firft, in anno

1314 geiris.

A
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Concord maid at perth betuix hwntlie and erroU, the fifth day of

December 1519 geiris.

Roflyne more in September 1523 geiris.

The deir Symmer 1525 geiris quhen the bow of maill gaiff 26

fhillings 8 pennies, Alexander blair than proveft of perth.

The Seage of Tamtallown the xi of October 1528 geiris.

The execution of andro Cars be ane affyfe in perth, the tent day of

februar 1528 geiris.

Mallochis peft in perth in September 1537 5eiris, Jhone denyng than

proveft.

Quene Margaret mother to King- James the fyft, deceifit on Sancl

munokis day in Methwen 1541 geiris, buriet in the Charter hous befyde

perth, the kingis majeflie, nobilitie, and barronis being prefent.

Gilbert moncreiffis execution 1542 geiris.

Faulay at hallowmes 1541 geiris.

King James the fyft deceiffit on the 25 day of November 1542 geiris,

on San6l Katharenis day.

Solen Mos at anderfmes 1542 geiris.

Quene Marie dochter to James the fj'ft, borne in Striviling the 8 day

of [december] in anno 1542 geiris.

The execution of James hunter, Robert lambe, James ronaldlbne,

and his fpoufe, at perth in Januar in San6t pawhs day, 1543 geiris.

The conflidl, or battell of the brig of tay, on the magdalene day the

22 day of Julij 1544.

David beattoun, cardinall, flane in his chieff hous in San6l Andrews

the 29 day of Maij 1546.

Pinkie on the lattir lady day the 3 of September 1547 geiris.

Quene Marie paft to france in auguft 1548 geiris : in July preceding

come to Scotland six thousand frenche men of wear.

The reformation of the Charter hous &freiris befide perth, the 10 day

of May 1560 geiris.
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The bwrnyng of Scone, on twyfday after midlbmer day the 27 of

Junii 1560 5eiris.

The queens marriag-e, with our Soverane King James the Saxt father

1565 geiris.

King James the Saxtishappie birth, the 19th day of Junij 1566 geiris

and coranatioun at Striviling 1567.

The Katt harrow in perth the 22 day of maij 1567-

The down falling of the bridge of almond, the 23 day of November

1567 geiris.

The Queenis paffing furth of lochlewin, on Sonday the [2] of Maij

1568 geiris.

The read of langfyde belyde Glafquhow, on the [13] day of Maij

1568 geiris.

The read at beger, the l6th day of Junij 1568 geiris.

The gude Regent is flauchtered at lynlythgow the 23 day of Jannuar

1569 [70].

The vynnyng of dumbarton, wn the day of merche 1570 geiris.

The parliament haldin in the Cannogeit, the 14 day of Maij 1571

geiris. Regent the erle of lennox, and his flauchter at Striviling the

feird day of September 1571 geiris.

The departure of the erle of mar regent [October] 1572 geiris.

The ele6lion of the erle of mortoun regent at Edinburgh in Novem-

ber 1572 geiris. The execution of the Archbifliop of San6l Androis.

The randering of the caftell of edinburgh, grange being capitane

thereof on the 28 day of Maij 1573 geiris. His executioun, his bro-

theris, mofman, cokie on the thrid day of Auguft 1573 eiris.

The firft down falling of twa bowis of the brig of tay, and off lewis

wark, be innundatioun of Water, on the 20 day of december 1573 geiris

at midnyght.

The departour of the erle off athoil in apryle 1579 geiris.
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The randering of hamilton & draffin, in apryle 1579 geiris.

The marriage betwixt the erle of athoill and the erle of gouries

dochter [24 Januar] 1579-

The entrie of the Worthie and nobill King James the Saxt within

perth the 28 day of Maij 1580.

Mr John row departed, minifter at perth in the [15380 geir of God

[October 16.]

Mr Patrick galloway minifter, admitted thairto 25 of apryle 1581

geiris ; he tuik his woyage to be minifter to his maieftie the 1 1 of februar

1589 geiris.

The erle of Morton regent, beheadit at edinburgh.

The dounfalling of fyve bows of the brig of tay, on the 14 day of

Januar 1582 geiris.

The Juflice air halden at perth, be King James the Saxt the 6 of Julij

1582 geiris.

Peft in perth the 24 day of September 1584 geiris, continewit to Aii-

guft 1585 geiris quharinatthepleforeofGod, departed this lyff, fourteen

hundred and twenty feven perfons goung and auld therby.

The entrie of the erllis of Mar and Angus in Striviling, againft his

maieftie, at palm Sondie 1585.

His Sacred maiefties marriage in denmark be my lord marifchall,

ambaflador, the 20 day of Auguft 1589-

Thair arryval at leithe the firft of May 1590 and crownit Quene the

17th of the fame monethe. Her entrie to perth the 23 of Junii 1591.*

A plague among the beftiall 1590.

The admifione of Mr Johne malcolme to be minifter at perth, be im-

pofitione of the handis of Mr William rynde, Mr Archibald moncrieff,

* Another entry of a sitnilai- nature occurs towards the foot of the page: '• King

" James the Saxt his blessed arryval at leyth with his nobill quene Anna dochter to

" the King of Denmark the first of May 1590 yeiris."
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Mr Alexander ^oung and Mr John abercrombie, and there after tuik the

bailies counfall and elders be the hand." Mr Patrick Galloway preachit

that day. He deceiffit minifter of perth wpone the Sext day of 06lober

in anno 1634 geiris, fua he was minifter , buried the

8 day thereafter. He taucht on Sonday befoir none the 28 of September

preceding in eodem anno, his executouris cravit ane an, bot gott nane,

he was ane nakit ftipendiar.

June 1592. The read of faulkland be the erll of bothwall quha af-

iaileit the King. The toun of perth went down for his defence in

feir of weir.

Wpoun the l6th of Augult 1592 jeiris, the laird of Clackmannan tuik

william inglis, decone of the hammermen, and Jhone baftlie, decone of

the wrechtis, comyng from dundie, captives into his hows of galkenhall.

The to\TO of perth mair raifchelie na vyflie, onvilling to abyde the indig-

nitie, that famen nicht with all diligence pail to the laid galkenhall in

armes, releivit thair nechbours, and brocht the lard with thame to perth.

They vair therefter agreit vpoun the townis large cherges. The lard re-

raainit, not being a frie man in [15] 93 geiris.

The clerk of perth, fir henrie elder, departit this lyfe being eighty

two geiris of age the firft of November 1592.

Henrie frederik prince of Scotland borne in Streviling, the [19] day

of [februar] 1593 [—4] jeiris.

Jhone erle of athoil, deceifit in perth, on the penult day of Auguft

1594 geiris. Conwoyit honorablie to dunkeld and buried there the 11

of September therefter. The Queues maieftie being in perth, in william

hallis chamber, beneath the croce, behalding the convoy of the corps.

Mr Williame couper admittit minifter at perth the fyft of Odlober

1585, be impolition of the handis ofMr william rynd, Archibald moncrief,

and James herring. Mr Patrick galloway preachit. [His] ftipend onlie

firft four hundred merks and twenty poundis with his hous niaill. And
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wpone the fourt day of October 1612 geiris he wes maid and confecrat

bifhop of galloway at Glalgow. The firft of November I6l5, he wes

tranfportet fra perth to the chappel royal efter he had been SO geiris

minifter at perth, and upon the 25th of februar 1618, he departit this

LyfFe, and it was thocht for greiif that the %vyffes of edinburgh com in to

him, and fchewe to him his awin bukis aganes frieris buikis.

Elizabeth princefs off Scotland borne in dunfermling, the 10 of auguft

1596 geiris.

Ane great number of witflies brint, through all the partis of this realme

in June 1597 geiris.

Ane earthquak the 23 of Julij 1597 geiris.

The peft in leithe and edinburgh in Auguft 1597'

Ane truble betuix certaine of the Servands of the drummonds, and

Oliver Young, than ane of the bailgies of perth within the hie gait of

the faid burgh, quhan the greateft number of the perfewaris leap the

tounis vails, and fo few number of them as remainit come to the tolbuith

on fetterday the 27 Auguft 1597 geiris. The agrement was made

in the fouth inch, on wedenfday the firft day off September therefter

following.

December I7. 1597. The uproar betuix the King and the kirk.

The eclips of the fone on fetterday, callit the mirk fetterday 25. fe-

bruar 1597 [—8] at half hour to 10 in the morning.

March 21. 1597 C—^0 ^^^ countes of montrois, dame Jeane

drummond, convoyed through perth to aberuthven.

Apryll 5. 1598. The duck of holftein, brother to the queue, come

to perth, and receiuit a banquet fra the toun be his majefties diredlion,

and conwoyit be 100 hors men of the town, to aberuthen, and receawit

be TuUibardin.

April 16. Being gude fryday, Henrie adamfone dene of gilde flaine be

Thomas peblis and wes buried on peax [pafch ?] day. The execution
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of Thomas peblis for the flauchter of the faid unquhile henrie, on tuyf-

day the penult of May 1598 at the mercat croce.

17. The erllis of huntlie and hamilton wer maid marquefifs.

Sept. 9. The Witches brunt in the fouthe inche betuix the buttis,

callit Jonet Robertfone, Marioun M'Cauvfi and beffie Irland.

The fifche mercat wes remowit fra ye fchoar hed, to the ibuth yait port

be a6l of counfall.

The quhyte blaftit in anno 1598.

Nov. The toun began to repair the new kirk in wallis and wandows.

Jan. 9. 1598 [—9]- The toune begane thair voluntar contributioun,

for reparatioun of the brige of perth, and left in auguft I6OO.

Feb. 16. The flauchter of william hey, fone to the gudeman of gourdie,

in andro gibis hous in the kirkgait, be the laird of craighall rettray, and

his complices, Thomas Lafreis chyrurgione wes thair quha llifFerit for it.

1599. Mr Patrick liewart brother to my lord Innermay, wes ex-

communicat for papiflrae and defe6lioun fra the fayth.

Nov. 21. The goung laird of balthiok, and mr william Row, miniiler

at KynnouU, and Laurence blair, wer tane captiwe by my lord fanquhar

at kinrofs, [quho] careit thame to fanquhar, and detenit thame thair lyx-

tene dayis.

Dec. — The new calculatioune and change of the geir of god, wes

publiflied to begin on the firft of Januar, and not on the xxv day of

marche, as it wes of befoir.

Ane great dead amongis the pepill in anno 1599-

May 20. 1600. The erll of gowrie come to perth, efter lewin geiris

peregrenation in other cuntreis.

June 28. The execution of david drummond, for the flauchter of

george ramiayis man, the firft juftice coiu-t that ewer John erll of

gowrie held efter his returne.

Aug. 5. The flauchter of John erll of gowrie, and mr Alexander his
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brother, in the erllis awin ludgeing' in perth, be John ramfay and dochter

herreis, his majefties feruandis. Prailit be god ye king was faiff fra yair

intendit treafone aganes his facred perfone. The toim knew nothing

till the comoun bell rang.

The toun of dundie being aduerteifit, come all wp in amies to have

fpoilgeit the burgh of perth, bot praifit be god, the king knew the toun

of perthis part to be fure.

Mr Thomas cranftoun, george craigingelt and John barron, feruantis

to the erll of gowrie, wes hangit at the croce of perth for airt and pairt

of the confpiracie.

Sep. 30. Ther wes bonefyres fett furth in perth, and all partis of the

cuntrie, for his maiefties deliuerance from that treafone, and preiching

appointit euerie Tuyfday, in euerie burgh.

Oct. 31. The corpis of the erll of gowrie, and his brother, wer trani-

portit to edinburgh, to the parliament to be hauldin the firft of novem-

ber, and war forfaltit the xi of november.

John Ramfay wes knychtit of weft barnes, and hew hereis of cowfland.

Sir Thomas erfkyne maid lord dirltoun.

Andro henderfone fett to libertie and receiwit his office of chalmer-

laine.

Nov. 19. The Duk charlis borne at dumfermling 1600 and baptigat

in the chappell royall the 22 December in eodem anno.

April 15. 1601. The Kingis majeftie come to perth, and wes maid

burges at the mercat croce. Thair wes ane punfcheone of wyne fett

thair and all drucken out. He relfavit the banquet fra the toun, and

fubfcrivit the gilde bulk with his awin hand. Jacobus rex, parcere fub-

je6tis, et debellare fuperbos.

The execution of mr william balfour, John Johnftoun, couper in perth,

James murray, henry cook, for theft committit be thame in duncane

robertfones hous.

^-#1
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They wer hangit at the croce 22 apryll I6OI.

Sep. 22. Thair fell a reik of the tymer bridge of Tay with tua men,

ane horfs, and ane lead. On of the men wes gottin faifF agane with

the horfs and the lead. Bot the other man callit Lamb, drownit in the

water.

Nov. 1. 1602. Henrie balneavis, and william Jak, maid thair repen-

tance in thair awn feattis on labbath eftir iermone, for making lybell

againes mr william couper, minifter, and henrie elder, clerk, " as King

David wes ane fair fan6l to the croun, fo is mr william cowper and the

clerk to this poore toun." Ane a6l of counlal aganes thame, that nane

of them fould beare office or gett honourable place in the toun thair-

eftir.

Dec. 29. 1603 [1602 ?] Oliver goung bailgie deceiffit.

Thurfday 24 March ] 603. The queue of Ingland departit, and king

James the fext proclaimit King therefter. Ane bone fyre fett furth in

all Scotland.

Tuyfday April 5. The kings majeilie tuik Jornay to Ingland to

receive ge croun.

9. Proclamatioun fummoning all the M'^gregors to compere and

underly the law, for the flauchter of the laird of luffe, and the men of

dumbartane.

Wednefday June 1. The queue, prince, and princes, tak journey to

Ingland.

July 12. The laird of Ballandene quha wes llaine in dundie, wes

bureit in the kirk of Perth, be eift the counfal hous door under a blew

Hone of the Ryne.

26. His majeftie wes crownit King of Ingland, france, and

Ireland at Weftminfter, bone fyres fett furth heir in all partis.

Great peftilence in England, and Ipecialie in london and the fowth

of Scotland, from June to februar.

B
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Dec. 26. The execution of Andro Jackfone for the flauchter of

Thomas hey in claflibeny. ,

Jan. 24. 1004. The ilepill of ftone fell.

20. The Laird of M'^gregor was hangit at Edinburgh, and

eleven of his onhappie kin. They hang all night upon the gallous.

March 27- The touns burrow mure wes fawin with eattis.

April — . A niels faid in george bofwallis ludgeing. My lord Inch-

afFray duelling thair. The ladie oliphant prel'ent, [&] her twa filters.

Alexander m'^brak burgefs of perth prefent. The Prieft wes abercrom-

bie To his name.

June 15. The men of black ruthven and huntingtower, cwift turffis

on our burrow rauir, at command of the comptroller, Sir David mur-

ray, Capitane of his Maiellies guaird, and our proveft for the tyme.

The toun raifs audit hundred men in armis, and putt thame oflF. Angus

Cairdney deit of the appoplexie thair. No ma harme, be great apear-

ence of Ikayth.

July 3. Ane parliament hauldin at perth, be John erll of montrois,

wiceroy. The haill nobilitie wer prefent. The town muftart fourteen

hundred men in armes and gude ecupadge. At this parliament the

comptroller, Sir david murray, wes made Lord of Scone. His Knightis

[were] Sir Andro balfour, and Sir Johne moncrieff of Kynmonthe.

Morton bure thefuord, Argyle the fepter, Angus the crown, and the

Great leall be the mailer of montrois.

17. A great inteiline difcention in Dundee. The principale

parteis oppofeitis, mr alexander wedderburn clerk, and Robert flelcher

baillie.

March 4. l605. My Lord Drununond maid erll of perth, agane.s

the quhilk, perthe proteftit, and wer milcontent. My lord home, erll

of Jedevart. My lord fywie, erll of dunfermeling.

This geir great peftilence in Leith, edinburgh, and fundrie places.
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July 17. John myln and his men enterit to the bridge work.

Aug. 9. The Laird of auldies ludgeing, beneath the croce, fell on

ane Setterday at nycht.

Nov. 5. The powder treafone done at london wes mercifullie de-

tedlit, and his maillie and his bairnis, with the haill eftates of the land,

by gods preventing mercie faiffit. This wes done aganes his maillie be

the papiftis in Ingland for the religioun.

July 1. 1606. Ane parliament haldin at perth be John erll of mon-

trois viceroy. Kathanes buir the fuord, Argyle the fepter, Angus the

crown. My lord flemying maid erll of Wigton. Glames erll of King-

home. TuUibardin maid erll. My lord new bottell maid erll of Lu-

thiane.

This parliament was riddin be the nobilitie, all in robbis of read fcarlet,

and facit with quhyte furris, and the bilhoppis in blak.

At this tyme thair fell ane pley betuix the erll of eglinton and the erll

of glencairn. It laftit fra fewin, till ten houris at nycht, with great

Ikayth. Ane man of glencairnis wes llaine. The toun rails in arms,

and patt [down?] the afl'aulters to thair great commendation.

Aug. 9. The foirland of andro Ray, next to James drummondis land

tuik fyre, and bnmt all ane.

The iame nycht there wes blude fyre, and the pefl come in, quhilk

continewit till May thereafter.

Feb. 21. IC07. The trie bridge wes tane away, betuix twelve and

ane on ane Sunday in tyme of denner.

March 2. Thair rais ane great extraordinarie winde, that blew

the lead of the fteipill, to mr John malcolraes back gett, callit the bifchope

murrayes hous.

April 8. Ane Synodall alTemblie hauldin in the new kirk of perth.

My lord of Scone come in and dil'chairgit thame, and threw ower the

tabils amongis thame, and pat thame furth of the kirk, quha git held
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yair alTemblie at the kirk door, with ioy that the peopill wer lb weill

aSeSt'it to thame. Mr hary lewingftone was moderator.

Sept. 28. The read of carpow, quher the haill inhabitants of new-

burgh came out in armes aganes our bailleis and counlall that wer fingill

on our part. Thair wes llindrie hurt on both fydes. Thomas Cobraithe

wes flaine to tham in the newburgh.

Dec. 1. There wes ane continual! froft from that day forelaid till

the 21ft of marche, and paflage upone the yce over Tay all the tyme,

and paffage ower and ower at the mil of Errol.

April 8. 1608. Patrick eviot, brother germane to the laird of balhouffie,

wes murtherit in blelok, be his wyfe Janet Rols, quha wes air to the

lairdfchip of craigie and of Kynfawnis both. He wes fchote with ane

gun in his bed fleiping be James M'nair. Tliairefter they wer both

Taikin and execute, and brint efter they wer hangit, in the playfield of

perth the 17th may l608. His head and arm patt wp on the Caftell

gaivill port.

Aug. 29. 1608. The peft come to perth, and continewit till may

therefter l609, quherin deit goung and auld 500 perfones.

Oct. 24. William erll of angus, and frances erll of erroll, excom-

municat for papiftrle.

Nov. 8. Ane earth quak at 9 hours at ewin that schoak the tolboth

the battell end, that thair fell many ftonis aff it.

June 5. 1609. The great wind blew down the ftanes of the mantil

wall of the kirk, in tyme of Sermone, and terrifeit the peopell.

Oct. 2. In ane parliament haldin at edinburgh, It wes ordenit that

ilk burgh fould hawe proveftes within thaimfelfis, a6lual tradifmen—So

the burgh of perth chufit James adaralbne proveft, and wes continewit

3 geiris.

Feb. 20. 1610. Being Faftingis ewin, mr william rynde, mafter of
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the grammar fchool, departit this life when putting on his cloathes in

the morning.

June 1611. My lord oliphant biggit ane dame to bring in water to

ane miln at Dupline wpon erne, And quhen it wes perfyted, the erll

of Tullibardin with his friendis in the nycht dang all down.

July 2. 1611. Mr william Cowper minifter, marreit with grizzell

anderfone, dochter to Robert anderfone.

May 19. 1612. Ane miffiue [came to the Lord of Scone] from Edin-

burt concerning ane moll vile fact comittit be the Lord Sanquhair and

his men.

" After our verie harttie commendationis to gour gud Lordlliip, the

Kings Maieftie haulng verie iuft caus of offence at this vyld and detel-

table fact, committit be the Lord Sanquhair, and his tua men, in ther

murther of the Mailer of the fenle fchoole by whom he formarlie Loll

his awin eie, It lies pleafet his maieftie to giue command and direc-

tion, that inuentorie be mad of all and quhateuer belongeth unto him

in this kingdome, and that the famin be put wnder arreftment, to be

furthcomeand to his Maieftie, and it is his maiefties pleafure that your

Lordfliipe falbe burdenit with the execution of this diredlion within

the fliirefdome of Perth, Therefor theie are to requeft you, that imme-

diatlie after the refett heiroff, you addrefs yowrl'elf to the burgh of

Perth, and therr call unto you the Proweift and Baylzeis, and goe alto-

gidder to the faidis Lordis Ludging in Perth, caufe the doris thairoff be

mad patent and oppin, and thair tak ane perfit and exa6l count and

inventorie of the haill gudis, geir, plenifliing, hingings, liluer-work, and

quhat elte is within the laid houfe, or in anie vther part of the burgh

perteining to the laid Lord, and put the fame in Lockfaft houfs, and

Rowmes, wnder verie iiire cuftodie and keiping, fua that the fame may

be furthcumand to his maieftie at all occafions as accordis. As alfo that

ye tak not of all and quhatfumeuer fermes and dewties deu unto the faid
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Lord in that fliyre, commanding the perfons in whofe hands the famin

ar, To keip and reteine the famin for his maiefties wfe, and that you

report unto his Maiefties Councill a not of all that yow fall find heirin,

And recommending this to yowre care and diligence, as a poynt highlie

touching his Maieftie, and recommending yowr gud Lordfliip to godis

protection. We reft.

Your Lordfliip's

very affured good freind,

Al[exander] Cancell^

Edinburgh, May 19. 1612. Marre. Kingorne.

LOTHIANE. AbERCORNE."

May 22. 1612. My lord of Scone tuik Inuentar of my lord San-

quharis hous, for flauchter of ane Inglis fencer.

June SO. My lord Sanquhar with twa gentillmen with him, hangit

at londone for the faid flauchter.

Nov. 7. Prince henrie depairtit this lyfe at Londoun of ane mychtie

fewer, thocht to be poyfonit, to the great greefe of all trew fubjedlis.

1612. Fra mychaelmes to that tyme great dearth. The widluall at

10 lib. the boll.

Feb. 14. 161 3. The princefs of britane wes married to the compt

palatine.

Dec. 12. The four commoun mylnes, the south and north Inches,

and haill fiftiingis belanging to the toun of perthe, fet to takifmen, mer-

chantis, and craftifmen, for xix geiris to the 1631 geir of god, for the

defraying the 40,000 merk of debt.

Jan. 1. 1614. Her grace [the princefs palatine] wes happilie deli-

wered to her huft)and of ane man chyld. God fend him his grace.

Bone fyris, ringing of the bellis, with other paflyme. Efter, hearing

of gods vord, and thanks geving therfor, within perth the 1 8 day of

Januar inftant.
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My lord maxwell wes execute in edinburgli, for flauchter of

the laird of Jolinftoun and breking- waird.

Vpone t'etterday the xxij day of Januar 1614, the north weft

pend and bow of the brige of erne fell down, being eveill biggit fra

the begynning, fillit onlie with clay and geard, and but ony blind pend

as the brig of tay hes bene in the fanien manner foundeit. The burgh

and I'chyr with all diligence caufit david Jak, and dauid Millie, craftl-

men, put up the famen with tymber vark.

Vpoun twyfday the firft day of merche 16 14 geiris, be half hour to

fax in the mornyng, ane earthquhak haid in divers places.

Vpon thurfday therefter, the 3 of Merche I6l4, ane other earth-

quhak at xii houris in the nicht haid baith in land brwch.

I6l4. being wedinglday at v houris at evin, dauid raaxtoun

burges of perth, on the lang calfy foirnent the dowcat, cuming from

huntingtour, in ane apoplexy fal doun, na cumpanie with him, at the

pleibr off god, depairtit this lyff but ony ipetch, brocht in to his awin

ludgeing, and bureit on the morne eftir.

April 25. 1614. Ane mifllve [came] from San6l Androis concerning

the minifterie of perth, [viz.]

" Richt honorable and louing brethren, After remembrance of my dewtie

to yow all, ge ar not ignorant that the place of your minifterie formar-

lie poffelFed be my Lord Billiop of Galloway is now vacand, and the

care of the prouifion therof lyeth chiefly A^pon me. And thairfore,

being bound in conicience and ftraited with loue and affedlion towards

yow, I have thoucht gud to requeft yow, that ge wald tak that matter

to heart, and aduife wpon the man whom ge wald haue to fupplie his

rowme ; for I haue conferred with his Lordfliip, and I find be him

that he is indifferentlie difpofed to lee his rowme ftaicked with Ibme

godlie learned man that beft may I'erue you. I haue no vther intention

but to admitt to that minifterie, the man, whom efter aduice ge find
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fitteft for yow, and think not be anie tergiuerfation to elcape the

planting of ane other man, and that with all diligence ; aflure yourfelfe

that neither the Kings Maieftie, (who mult haue his royall conient in

your planting,) neither I, your ordinar, nor my Lord of Galloway,

ane confcience and reuerend prelat, will lliffer you longer to be defo-

late of ane paftour. Thus I both requefl; and requyre you, that ge fend

your commiffionars to our Synod, quhilke is to be holden heir vpon

twefday and Wednelday nixt, that ordour may be tane of your pro-

uifion. Inioye your priviledge in gods name, as the fecond burgh

both of the kingdome and diocy : and ge lall find me to affift you be

my Councill and autoritie to my vttermoft, to obtaine aither ane, vpon

whom ge fall fett your eye, and to have ane tyk of March, of quhilke

ge may mak choice. Loue maks me to writt thus, and the confcience

of my calling maks me to be thus peremptorie. I fend my harttie falu-

tations to yow all, and to the giid communitie. The grace of our Lord

Jefus chrift be with you all. Amen. I reft

your very louing and Kynd Brother,

Sanctandrois."
" Sandlandrois Caftle, \

26 Apryl 1614." J

In the toun of dundee, vpown thurl'day night the xxix off December

1614 geiris, Mr James row, minifter at Killpindie, and Mr Robert

Rynd, minifter at Langforgown, lyand both in ane bed within the dwell-

ing hous of and baith being veill quhen they lay down,

wer founde vpon the morning efter, both deid.

Vpon the day of Januar 1615 geiris, being thuridey, the Vatter

of tay, be veittis and fleit, vaxit fo great, that it coverit haill our north

inche, the mortoun haugh, and almaift all the fouth inche. [It] conti-

newit fra thurfdey in the morning, to the morne therefter. Men row-

ing with boats in the fame northe inche, taking forth icheip that M'ar

in perrell of drowning.
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Vpoun twyfdy the x of januar I6l5. adame fchoir, wretour to our

Ibwerane lords fignet, departit this lyff, and vas bureit the famen day.

Feb. 21. This geir preceding-, the frofl was lang luikit for before it

came. Quhen it came, it continewit fa lang, that the vater of tay being

all frofin aboue and beneath the brig, that thair vas daylie paffage aboue

the brig next the north inche bayth for hors and men, and beneith the

brig foment the erle of arrols ludging and the fchoir, for men. [[It]

continewit fa quhill the twentie fyve day of febriiar, that the cobellaris

quha rowit on the vater being therby prejudgit of their comoditie, in

the nicht tyme brak the ice at the entrie, and ftayd the paflage. Vpoun

faftingis ewin being the xxj of februar, ther was tua puncheonis of bur-

deous vyne careit, fling on ling, on mennis fchoulderis on the vater of

tay on the ice, at the mideis of the north inche, the veight of the

puncheon, and the beraris eftimat to three fcoir twelve ftane veight.

The erle of Orknay convidled for treafon deit in edinburgh, beheaded

at the marcat croce vpoun ye [6] day of [februar.]

Vpon monandey at nicht the vj day of merche, ane vehement Ihaw

came on. [It] leftit all the nicht, and continewit to vedenlday ther-

efter, al quhilk tyme, be xij houris in the day it begowth of new, and

continewit fo vehement, nicht and day, to the of merche, that

during the haill tyme, mixtit with frollis, na travell or litill paffage vas

ther aither for hors or men ; on the quhilk wedenfday, diveris hors and

men perifchit and deit.

Vpoun the fevint day of Maij, great fnaw and froft, quhairby na

traveil for hors nor men.

The archbifchope of fan6t androis, called mr george gladllanes, de-

partit this lyfF within the citie of fan6landrois, upon the [2] day of

[May], and vas honerablie bureit in the aulde colledge kirke, vpoun

the day of therefter : at the quhilk buriall the bifchope of

galloway, mr williara cowper, maid the funerall fermone.

c
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Vpoun the fext day of maij 1615, williame moncreiiF of that ilk, at

his awiii hands, but content or knawledge of the burgh of perth, and

alledging richt to ane filching of the freirtoun, callit helloch hoill belyde

the fifching of perth, callit the veill off waift, jiat in fome ftaikis of trie,

in the litill inche, foment the lands of freirtown, quhilks flaiks the coun-

lall and inagiilrats of perth, immediately as it came to ther knawledge,

pullit vp, hewit in peices, and toifl down the water of tay, quharupoun

the town and the laird rafit law iburetie aganes vtheris.

Vpoun the day of l6l5, Alexander Jackfone of vatterie

bwittis, haveing flane ane nychtbour of his, and being apprehendit therfor

be the laird of inchmertene, ^he] was, upoun the morne therefter, brocht

to perth, deliverit to the iherifi" deput, and committit to the irones within

the tolbuith of perth. The faid alexanders friends purcheft ane letter

fronie the councill, charging the provoft and bailgeis of perth, upoun

his awin charges to tranfport him to edinburgh, to lliffer tryell for the

faid fa6lis befoir the jullice. Quha being tranfportit ther, [he wes]

convi6lit be ane affyie and headit.

The corps of fir harrie lyndefay, gounger of carrilloun, brocht fra

ilriveling to perth in ane coiQie, within ane caik of leid. [It] remainit

all nicht within the fouth porche door of the kirk
;
quhilk vas the xv day

of June 1615. The magillratis of perth, counlall, [and] coinmunitie,

met thame on fiite at pathewlis, and convoyit thame to the town. The

morne therefter, the magiftrates of perth, and ane guid nowmer off the

inhabitants of the town on hors, convoyit the corps to cowper in angus.

My lord of fcone, than provoft, -with quhome they raid. The corps

was convoyit in the coilhe throw the vater of tay at the haid of the

uorthe inche.

1616. Great povertie of touns, and great dearth.

Feb. 21. 1617. Mr John Guthrie admitted miniller at perth, be the

bifchopis of fandl androis and glafgow, within the kirk of perth. Doc-
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tor william barclay preachit: and wes tranfportit thairfra to be miniftei' of

edinburgh in anno 16[21], and thairefter confecrat bifliope of Murray.

May 16. 1617. The Kingis maiefly returnit from Ingland, to wilite

his kynde and natiwe kingdome of Scotland, and come to edinburgh,

with great lolemnitie, reffauit be the toun at the weft port, be the

proueft, baillies, and council, being all in blak gownes, and ane fpeiche

deliuerit to him. He red doun the hie ftreit to the abbay, with great

plouff. He reflawit propynes from the burgh. He wes reffauit vith

men in the toun in gude fort, with partizen ftalffis, to ferwe as his

maiefties guaird. Thus he wes wfit in all burrowis quher he came, as

perth, Dundie, ftriwiling, brechene, glafgow, linlythgow, drumfries,

couper of fyS. He road north to mure rowmond, and ftayit in Kyn-

nard x days at his fport in hunting.

April 15. I6I8. Elizabeth ruthuen, countes of montroii's, wes buried

at aberruthuen.

June 20. Vpoun niidi'omer day, the xx of June I6I8 geiris, at tua

efternone, Tofchoch of monivaird jounger, flaine in the fouth geit

of perth, be laurence bruce gounger of cultemalundis, his brother, and

diuers thair affociatis. The tua that was with monyvaird, the ane

deidlie hurt, bot deit not, the uther his richt hand clene ftruken fra

him. This done in ane moment of tyme, all the committaris therof

efchewit out of the town befoir any of the toimis men hard of ony lliche

thing.

Aug. 25. Thair wes ane generall affemblie haldin at perthe, anent the

iacrament of the fupper, and kneilling, and the fywe articles, that wes

aggreit to.

Aug. 29- Mr John guthrie, on ane fonday efter the efternones fer-

mone, mareit the matter of Sanquhar with Sir Robei-t Swiftis dochter,

ane Inglis knycht in gorkfchyre. Nather of the parteis exceidit 13 geiris

of age.
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Sep. 2. Mr Thomas rofs, minifter at cargill, went to court, and

thair for fum infamous writtingis and railling- aganes the fcottis natioun,

werie onnaturallie, he being on of the fones of the hous of craigie,

<juherof he was not w)'fs, he wes headit in edinburgh, quarterit, and put

wpon the portis.*

Vpoun tuyfday at ix houris in the morning, the day of I'eptem-

ber I6I8 geiris, in the kirk of Glammis, ane nobill lord, my lord hey,

eldeft fone to the potent lord, frances erle of errol, was married with

lady anna Lyoun, onlie dochter to the lait deceiffit erle of Kinghorne.

[They] returnit fra the kirk, to the place of glamis with their nobill

freinds on ather fyde. The feiil continewit ane gude fpace, with great

cheir, and all forts of paftyme and merrenes.

Nov. A great blazeing ftar iene in the eaft 14 dayis.

Dec. 25. Jule approwit, and command gewin to hold it holie
;

quhilk day mr John guthrie at perth preachit thair, being fryday.

[March 2. I6I9.] The queues maiellie departit this lyfe, and wes

buried the 29 of apryle. [May 13.]

28. The lacrament of the fupper gewin on peace day by Mr
Johne guthrie, minifter, out of his awin hand, to all the peopill, and

thay reflaivit it on thair kneis.

Aug. 2. The brig of almond biggit, and compleit over.

Oct. 2. Thair wes ane lugeing all brunt in the fouth fyde of the

hie gait of perth, pertening to conftantene Malice. The fyre crewell

to behold.

Maj 9. 1621. [Mr John Guthrie receivit] ane miflive from edin-

burgh, viz.

* The following entry relative to the same matter, occurs a few pages fartlier 011 ;

" In September 1618, Mr thomas ros, sone to the lard of craigie, wes for vreting at

oxfuird in Inglaiid againes the scottis natioun, being sent to Scotland be schip, convicted

be ane assyse, his richt hand first striiken aff, and thirefter belieadit."
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" Riclit honorable Sir,

The loue and affedlion that we did euer cary towards you, and com-

fort which we hoped to enioie be your miniftrie amongft ws, were the

firft motives that mooued ws to mak chois of yow to be our pallor ; and

nocht onlie thefe, quha wer magiftratis for the tyme, but the whole

people wer caried Avith the lyk afFe6lioun and hope. That expedlation

is fo fixed in our mynd, that we are ftill refolued to become fuittoris

at your handis, that ye micht be pleafed accept upon yow that our

calling-, which we are periwaded lies proceidit onlie off god, and off the

inftin6l off his holie Ipirit, for neuer was ther anie called by a people

with more uniformitie of mynd, nor with I'o great applaufe, as ye haue

beene by ws. Nether hes greater expedlation of comfort beene im-

printed into the hartis of people, then that quhilke is expedled by the

people be your miniftrie. Since then our haill hopes does depend up-

on yow, let ws not find yow in this our ftrait, refra6larie to godis call-

ing ; bot as we all as it were with ane mynd, hes mad choife of yow to

be our paftor, l"o it wald pleiie yow to meet ws with the lyk lympathie

off affe6lioun, and to embrace this our calling that we may be once

mad happie be yow in injoying our long looked for delyres. We doe not

think it fitting to contend with him quhom we wald haue our paftor,

and by whofe miniftrie we expe6l fo great comfort, but we will rather

flee to your awin bountie and charitie, moft earnelllie entreating yow,

that ye wald be pleifed to accept wpon yow that burden quhilk our ne-

cefitie nor ws to ceale from our farder importunities ; affuring yow,

that quhat kindnefs or contentment can be expelled or delyred of ane

gud people towardis ther paftour, yow fliall neuer find inlaiking in ws

toArardis yow. We alfo wnderftand by the Archbifliop of Sanftandrois,

that ye had offered to him to come hither, bot that ye wald not bring

with yow your familie ; we hop for better at your handis, and that

ye will tak vp ane vther courl'e, leing it fall be vnplealant both to yow
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and ws : but to the end we might knaw your mynd, we haue diredled

John byiris, our dean of guild, and william nemo, twa of our number,

to entreat with yow thiranent, whom ye may be pleafed to truft in our be-

halfe : And we hope that netheir ye nor nane of your familie Ihall haue

iuft caufe to repent thair change. So expedling- your anfwer be writ

with thefe our comniLIIionaris, and hoping to mett with the lyk lone

and affe(Slioun as that which you fall find in ws. We commit yow to

god, and reftis,

your moft louing and afFedlionat friends.

The Proueft Baylies and Councill of Edinburgh.

D. AiKENHEAD, Proueft.

John Maknachte, Baylgie.

William Dick, Baillie.

Hary Moresone, Baillie.

Edinburgh, the nynt of May 1621."

Oct. 14. 1621. Thair wes fuche ane inundatione of vater, as the

lyke in no manes remembrance wes fene, both in reguaird of the hiche

rj'fing in the weft fide, as alfo of the fudane coming of it, being fetter-

day all day wating efter.

Befoir xii of the cloke [of] the nycht, all the peopill in the caftell

gavill and weft port, wer wat in thair beddis, and wakened with

water to the waift in their floores. It femit the \\nndowis of heawin

and fountaines of the deep wer opponit. It carried away the ellewin

bow brig of Tay. It wes within ane fute in hicht from the croce of

perth. It tuike down the gawill of the tolbuith. It carried away all

louis-work, being of admirabill ftrength and ftrudlur. This it did to

the common ftreit of the toun by diners and many particular menes

loffes. The peopill of the Caftel gawill had died, about iij hundred

foules, gif a boatt hed not bene borne be men from the fpey tour to it.
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God lett \vs newir lie the ellik of it againe. It contynwit funday all

day. The wind and weit incraffit. No palTage be any port, git we

being humblit all that week with falling and prayer. Tuyls preaching

everie day. God hard ws that the water decreaflit, glorie be to his

majeftie. Many maid wowes for thair saiftie, xii * abllinance and

thankfulnes.

This geir [1621] a great Ikairftie of cornes wes throw all the king-

dome, and that be the ewill harwefl and inwndatioun that happnit, and

[would] have bene greater, [if] abondance of eforane wictuall hed not

cum in, git it gaiff 12 lib, 20 nierk, the bow bear, and peafs meall, 16

merks.

March 3. 1622. Mr John Robertfone admittit niiniiler at perth,

be impolitioun of handis of Alexander bilbhope of dunkell. Miniftris,

Jolme malcolnie, Niniane druniond, Robert murray and Alexander

bannewis, and depofit on the 25 maij 1655.

June. Thair come in ane great dunkirk ichip to Leith, chaffit be

the hollande vachteris, quher in the road of leithe, they hed ane great

fecht and many men flaine, fra xij at nicht till four in the morning, and

this fchip wes burnit be the hollanderis a geir thairefter, quha ftayit

and keipit her in.

June 22. Alexander erll of dunifermeling, chancellar of Scotland,

departit this lyfe in Pinkey, with the lowe of all the kingdonie, ane

honeft teftimony of all nobillis and wtheris, buried in dalgeatie on the

nynt of July thairefter.

July 18. George the thrid lone to the baillie of erroll, being clerk

regiiler, wes maid chanceller of Scotland be his maieilies gift wnder the

great laill.

In this geir [1622] about the harueil and efter, Thair wes luche ane

wniverfall leiknes in all the cuntrie as the ellyke hes not bene hard of.

* Sic ill MS.
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Bot fpeciallie in this burgh, that no familie in all the citie wes frie of

this vifitatioun. Thair wes alfo great mortalitie amongs the poore.

Feb. 23. 1623. Prince Charlis tuik his jorney from londoun to

Spane throw france. He paft with fyve allanerlie in his companie, and

in October thairefter, he returnit from Spayne, to the great content-

mentis of all the kingdome, and bone fyres wer fett furth throch out

all the cuntrie.

In geir [1623] deit within fextene weekis, james adanifone, quha

wes proveft, mr henrie anderfone, quha wes bailzie, david libbald, Wil-

liam williamfone, James bannewis, quha hed bene baillies, Andro ander-

fone, quha wes bailgie that fame geir.

Thair wes this harveft tyme ane great mortalitie and dearthe that x

or xij deit ordinarlie euerie day, from midfomer to mychaelmas, within

this burgh.

Lowfwark wes boundit in ftone, for bwilding quherof, the

kingis majeftie payit 2000 merks. This burgh payit 1000 lib. The

laird of Balhouffie fould have payit iij hundred merks, as git reftand.

Sep. 21. This geir the couniall being met in the counfall hous, we

fand the toun to be 20,000 merkis in debt, and ten geir of the tak of

the mylnes, Inches, and fifchingis to run.

061. 5. henrie elder clerk depairtit this lyfe and wes buried on

fonday thairefter, and on mononday the day of odlober, being

the election day, John merfer admittit clerk bvit ony oppofitioun.

1623-4. This geir wes fuche ane froft, that the ellyke hes not bene

fene in our dayis, for from mertymes to the 30 of Januar, thair wes

paffage over the Tay wpone the ice. And thaireftir dilTolvit and

freiffit agane to the 23d of february, that ellewin cairtis with 21 pun-

cheonis of wyne came over wpon the yce from dundie heir.

Jan. 24. 1624. Thair wes ane great fyre in dumfermling, that brunt

almaill the haill toun in four houris Ipace. Thairefter wpone thair
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iupplication voluntar contribution wes grantit tliame throchout the

kingdome. Tliair wes colledlit [in Perth ? ] aboue Ixx merkis.

May 10. iGSi. Thair wes ane juftice court haldin at perth, be fir

george hey, chancellor, fir alexander colwill, juftice deput. The erll

of murray. The erll of perth, [lord] wyems, quherin many coraperit

and wer clengit be aflyfe, onlie 3 hangit, M'gregoris.

Sept. 18. Ane miifive diredl from Edinburgh concerning the Con-

i'erwatorie.

" Richt honorabill and loving nichtbouris,

Efter owr hairtie and maift affedlionat commendatioune, fforfamekill

as we wnderftand, be ane letter dire6t from Mr Patrik Hamiltoun, of

his maiefties gracious acceptance of the laft letter written to his Maiefty

be the commiffioners of the Burrowis, convenitt heir in Auguft laft,

Anent the mater of conferuatorie, and withall, that his Maieftie hes

iignified his pleafure anent him, Which is, that in refpe6l of James

Dowglas aige and his maieftie many i'eruices, that he will nocht fpair

him, and thairfore defiring yat he micht with ane guid leave returne.

We haue thocht fitt to giff gow notice heirof, and becaus the mater

doth fo concerne the haill burrowis in publidl and ilk man in private,

and that thaire remaines good hopes that his maieftie will not altogid-

der reiett the fuit of fa monie his guid fubjedlis ; leift anie negledl be

imputed to us in the carriage of the bufinefs, if we fuld fuffer the fame

to defert, the advantagis being great to the pretendantis, the prefent

titulars eftate with the feafone of the geir confidderit, We have or-

daned ane particular conventioun of burrowis to be balden heir, upon

the laft of September inftant. Of the quhilk number, ge are to be ane ;

—

To confidder upon the beft expedient to profequut that efFaire to the

guid of the burrowis, and to take inch courfe thairin as may tend to

the fettling of that place to thair contentment ; We ar thairfore earneft-

lie to entreat gow to fend gour commiffioners fullie inftrudled to vote,

D
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reafone, and contende, anent all things concerning ye fame, or whiche

ialbe thoclit fitteft for the guid thairof, and fwa expe6ting thame, we

reft your loving brethren, the proveft, and baillies of Edinburgh, fub-

I'cryved be Mr Johne Hay our comoun clerk at our command, Edin-

burgh the 18 of September 1624.

To the richt honorabill our loving freindis and nichtbouris, the Pro-

veft, baillies, and Counfall of the burgh of Perth, Thefe."

Oct. 26. Robert abroche, ane makgregor, ane grait lymer, quha

haid been ains or twyfs forgewen and remittit be his maieftie for his

oppreffioun wpone hovj) of amendment, git he continewit ftill in his

knaueries. And after thair wes mekill fearching maid for him in the

hielandis, and all his freindis chargit to apprehend, come to perth this

day, being twyfday, ane preaching day, efter fermone, and fell doun

on his kneis, and ane tow about his neck, and olFerit his fuord be the

point to the chancellar of Scotland, quha refuffit to accept of it, and

commanded the bailleis to ward him, lyke as they inftantly wardit him,

and patt baith his feit on the gade quher he remanit.

Nov. SO. The peft come to edinburgh be ane pauU, and wes *

and death of tua of his childerene,

and ane ftranger ludgit in his hous callit Paull, quha hed brocht money

with the infe6lioun from danikyne ; wpone the quhilk the feffione rails,

and the chancellar and his familie come to perthe, thrie dayis thairefter.

Dec. 14. Sir andro murray of baluaird departit this lyfe in edin-

burgh, his corpis brocht to faulkland, and buried in arngolk.

Feb. 11. 1625. Ane miffive dire6l frome Edinburgh, concerning the

confervatorie and fa6lourie in Flanders.

" Richt honorabill and loveing nichtbouris,

After our maift hartlie commendatiounes, Wheras the commiffioners

of burowis convened at this our burgh the 13 day of July laft, anent the

' This blank occurs in MS.
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comniiflioun giwin to thame be the commiffioners of burrowis, in thair

laft generall conventiouu haldin at Lynlitligow, for taking ordor with

the fadlouris in Flanders, they then continewed this dyet to the fj^ftene

day of Merche nixt, and gaiwe ordor for warning of the faid fadlouris

for conipeirance heir the faid day ; and leing that your burghe was one

of the faid number to quhome the laid mater was concredeit, we thair-

fore, be thir prefentis, hes thocht guid to put yow in rememberance of

the laid appointment, and to require yow to fend your commiffioners

lufficientlie inftrucSed for decyding of quhat complainte falbe giwin in

againft the faids fadlors, and for prewenting of all farder mifordour

amangs theme, and all wther greaweances the merchantis may fulleine

in thair defalt ; and if anie of your nichtboviris hes fufteined anie hurt

or wrong be thame, that ye bring theme with yow inftrudted for

preiving of the lame. And lyikwayes we doe intreat yow, to inftrudl

yowr commiffioners with the bell reaffounes yow haue, for infilling with

the lordis of his maiellies moll honorabill priwie counfall, in the mater

of importatioun of Wi6luall wpon the aid accullomit dewties. And
laftlie, fmce that it hes pleafit his maiellie to confer wpon Mr Patrick

Drummond, the rewerfioun of the place of the conferwatorie, efter the

prefent titulars deceis, we, efter report maid be Mr Johnne hay,

quhome we implored to deale with his maiellie in the laid mater of the

proceidings therin, and wnderllanding his maiellies will be bis letters

anent the faid Mailler Patrick, enterit in conditiones with him, and

fand him plaufible to all we could reafonablie craiwe of him in your

names ; we will thairfor requyre yow, as on quhome that mater does

much concerne, to fend your commiffioners fufficientlie inllrufiled, to

meitt at this owr burghe the faid fyftene day of marche nixt, for final 1

iatling with him, and fetting downe fuch wther conditiones as yow fall

think fitteft for the weale of yowr efl;ait. So not troubling yow farther,

bot committing the premilfes to yowr care and diligence, we bid yow
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hairtlie fareweill, (fie fubfcribitur,) yowr lowing freindis and nich-

bouris, the proweft, baillies, and couniall of Edinburgh, fubfcryweing

be Mr Alexander guthrie, owr commoun clerk, at our command.

A. Guthrie.

Edinburgh, the 11th day of februar 1625.

To the richt honorabill, our lowing freinds and nichtbouris, the

proweft, baillies, and counfall of the burgh of Perth, Thefe."

27th March. Being fonday. King James the fext departit this lyfe,

in Ingland, at Londoun, being 59 geir of his age and regne of Scotland,

and 22 of Ingland, france, and Irland ; he wes ane learned, and reli-

gious, wyfs prince.

7th May. He wes bureit at weftminfter with great pomp, and the

funeraillis celebrat with 5000 mwmeris in blak, the Inglis and fcottis

nobilitie mairching all according to thair qualitie and degrie. The erll

of mortoun buir the Ibottis pinfill. The goung king wes cheiff mourn-

er. The Duck of lennox, and marquis of hamiltoun, wer nixt the

coffin. Charles the firft, fone to king James the fext, wes proclaimit

king at Londone the 27 day of marche, and in edinburgh the laft day

of the faid moneth, in the faid geir of god 1625.

June 12. The queene come to Ingland from france to dower, and

wes peribnallie maried to king charles ; and thairefter, the packit cum-

ing to edinburgh the 21 of the laid moneth, bone fyres wer fet furth,

and great mii'th and ichoteing from the caftell. Thomas Crombie,

burges of perthe, being fiunmonit to wnderly the law for allegit flauch-

ter of ane william blair, ane wellland gentilman, quha notwithftanding

bed done the famyn negligentlie to him felfe, being of intention to

have ftrucken the faid Thomas with ane quhinger, he hurt himfelfe in

the arme, quherof he died within 20 dayis thairefter. And the faid

Thomas compeirit with 80 burgeffes of perth, belydes 5 erlls, 6 lordis.
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and 26 barones, wpone the burgh of perthis defyre to bak him, wes

clengit and freid thairfra.

July. Thair wes this geir ane great pell at london, lb that thair deit

within the citie 12,000 in a weik.

Dec. 28. Ane wapoun fchaweing in perth : upon this tyme tua new

enlengeis maid be the toun. Adame paterfone, thel'aurer.

Robert arnot and Patrick Pitcarne, capitanis, beararis of the enlen-

geis, John anderibne.

Feb. 8. 1626. John crychtoun of kinwed, wes buried at the kirk

of kinclewin.

Aug. 7- 1626. [Here follows a miflive] To the richt honorabill our

loveing friendis and nichtbouris, the prouell, bailgies, and counfell of

the burghe of perth :

—

" Richt honorabill and loveing freindis, our commendatiounes re-

niemberit, forfamekill as the lordis of his maiellies counfell of warre,

be thair letter diredt to me of the daitt the fecund day of Auguft inftant,

hes fignifiet to me that they being conftitut be his raaieftie, to forlie that

this, hib ancient kingdome, be weill and lubllantiouilie provydit and

furnefchit, with fufficient guid airmis, and that the home bringing of

airmis properly eoncernis the borrowis of his Realrae, and that thairfor

they thocht meit to mak the firil ofter thairof to the faidis burrowis,

and thairfor willit ws to conveine the commillionaris of the laid bur-

rowis, wpon the Tuentie tua day of this inilant, to conl'ult gif they wald

wndertak that chairge, and wpoun quhat termes and conditiounis, and

quhat prices and Rate they wald furneis the I'ubjedlis, and liclyk to de-

liberate wpon all -vvther expedients in the laid feruice, We have thairfor

conform to the laid letter, thocht fitt to appoynt ane generall conwen-

tioun of borrowis to meitt at this burgh the twentie ane day of this

inilant, to the effedl abowe fpecifit, and thairfor we will and requyre

30W to fend 5our commillioner lufficientlie inllructed, to reflbun, vote,
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and conclude thairanent ; and further forfamekill as thair is ane late

proclamatioun maid anent the grievance, quhairin thair is fum particu-

lars, neirlie concernyng the whole borrowis of this Realme, and als

that fince the agent of the borrowis at Court hes demittit his plaice,

and that thair public effaires doe require that tliay haue ane agent refi-

dent at Court, quhome they may intruft with thair effairis, and to

quhome thay may diredl thair letters, to negotiat fuch buffinefs as thay

fall have with his maieftie at anie tyme thairefter, we have thocht guid

to recommend the fame to gour Avyfe confideratioune, and accordinglie

that 50W wald fend gour commiffioners fufficientlie infl;ru6ted to vote,

refloxin, and conclude theranent. We intreat 30W that ge wald wylHe

think wpon thefe effaires, and tak fuch courfe as may be for the publi6l

guid ; for our awin pairtis, we fall contribute owr bell endewoires to

that which may procure the fame ;
gif wther wayis gow negleft thefe

ordinar courfes which may tend to the publi6l guid, and which hes

beine fo refolvit M'pone by gour predeceffouris, we feare the event fall

prove that things ar not fo providentlie caryed as the publi6l neceffitie

requireth. We haue refoluit not to be wanting to 30W, nor our felffis,

nather in our adwyffe, nor anie wther thing within the compafs of our

powar, quherof as we have ever gewin evident demonftratioun in

all thir publi6l adoes, fo do we intend to keip the fame tennor in all

time cuming, afluring ourfeUEs that ge will gif ws the lyk retribution,

wtherwayis neceffitie will enforce everie man to prowyd for his awin

priuate intereft : Iwa remitting thefe particulars to gour wyfe confidera-

tion, and willing gow wald fend gowr commiffioner lufficientlie in-

ftru61:ed for keiping of the laid conwentioun, as gow tender the weill of

the borrowis, wnder the paine of xx punds ilk burrow, in caice of failure,

we bid gow haftily fareweill, and reftis gour loveing freindis and nicht-

bouris, the Proveft and baillies of Edinburgh, llibfcrybeing be Mr John

Hay, our commoun Clerk at our command. Sic fubfcribitur J. Hay."
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16^26. Sir George hay chancellor wes hardlie acculit befoir the king

at londone, one diueris poyntis be my lord merleaill, and his confide-

ratis, bot wes freed at lall, efter thrie quarteris of ane geir remaining

at court.

John erll of montroils departit at kincardin, and wes buriet at aberii-

thuen the 3 of Januar I627.

1627. Thair wes ane warrand from the kingis majeftie, and his

counfall, for lifting in Scotland 9000 men to go to ferwe wnder the

king of denmark, in the germane warres for renewing of the palatinat

and bohemia, quher thair wes many forcit, as beggaris, idill men, and

but competent meanes to leiwe wpon, wnder the condudl of the erll of

nidiidaill, my lord fpynny, and the laird of murthill Sincklar, as

colonellis.

Thair wes this lame geir, 2000 gentilmen, landit men, baronis, lordis,

and wtheris of gude forte, leawentit from Scotland, wnder the erll of

inortoun, for helping to take the He of [Rhee] or fan6lmertenes in

france. They failled from leith the I7 odlober I627. Bot the Hie

wes recowerit be the freniche fra the Inglis.

061. (3. 1628. Thair wes ane juftice court, or air, hauldin heir at

perth, be william erll of monteithe as juftice general, quherto wer 25

Icott indytit and panellit. They Aver gentlie wl'et and dimiffit wpone

caution to compeir the next court. Thair wer certane of our nychbouris

burgeffes citat. Our Proweft being crownar producit our gift, and

releiwit thame, and Tuk proteftatioun quhilk wes extra6lit.

The fame tyme andro wilfone being deane of gilde, wer enterit mv
lord Kilcruich the Juftice, lir John hay, and his brother, and wtheris

burgeffis.

061. 6. 1629. Ane iuftice air haulden at perth be Sir george auch-

iulekof balmano, and mr [Alexander Setou] of kilcruich, juftices deput.

Sir Thomas houp the kingis advocat being prefent, quherto wer fumonit
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and compeirit about 200 men, fura fynit, and fum let frie, according

as probatioun aith of the partie. Thair wes 97 perfones of this burgh

inditit, quha wer referrit to our awin cenfure wpone produ6tioun and

iycht of our charter quhilk wes producit, and documentis tane thair-

upone, and fand ws crownearis within our felffis. As alfo the lordis

acknawlegit the fjnes to pertene to ws, and tuk the proveft, baillies,

and dene of gilde, oblift to wplift the fame and applie [them] to fum

gude wis.

Thair wer diueris foirflallaris within the iheriflFdome, callit and con-

venit befoir the juftices, and our charter gewen be king Robert the

thrid, being producit anent the punifching of foirftallaris, quhilk being

lene, and confident, (and finding that Androu wilfone dene of gilde

in ane gilde court, hauldin the fext of may preceiding hed conwi6t)

[They] fufferit thame to pas frie from the cenfure, acknowledging thatwe

be our gift haid power fo to do, and that the onlawes of all foirllalleris

^vithin the flierifdorae, did appertene to this burgh quherfoeuir, or be

quhatfumewir judge they fould be conwi6l, as at this tyme they did.

Quhervpone, inftrumentis wer taikin and extrafilit, extant among the

tonnes wreittis.

May 1630. The queues maieftie delyverit of ane man chyld, quha

wes baptigit at loundoun, charlis, the 27 of June. In this may wer v

fetterdays, v moundayis, Tua changes of the mone, tua eclipfes of the

fone, ane wther of the mone, all in our horizone. Thair wer no am-

bafladors prefent at the baptifine of the prince, nor forraners except our

awin cuntrie nobillis, fuch as the duk of Lennox, the marques of ha-

miltoun, the maior of londoun.

July 1630. The fynes that wer gottin fra our nychbouris at the

preceeding juftice air, wer befl;owit on the redding of the rwynes of

the fallen brig of Tay, bigging of croyis for faiftie of the toun and

inches from the wiolence of the water ; and on the bigging of the fron
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offyneftone, aiflair wark, at moimkis tour, on the tonnes expenles,

and for calling of the dok for crewis and boattis, in the winter tyme

from danger.

In this lame geir george hey chancellar of Scotland, wicount of

dupline, did big ane twriet, or fomerhous wpone the head of the rome

of monkis tour on the tounes comoun wall, for his plefure, with ouer-

lycht of the toun, and toUerance, git I think they gaue no tollerance

be writ.

July 1631. Thair wes ane great counfall day hauldin at perth with

ane conventioune of the burrowis, Andro wilfone commiffioner.

Sep. David wicount of llorraont departed this lyfe at Scone, and

wes bureit in his awin buriall [place] thair, with great folempnitie.

June 1632. Mr John row wes admittit mailer of the gramer I'cole,

be the proveft, baillies, and counfall, without confent or woatt of ony

wtheris
;
quha affixit ane edi6l and declaratioun in latine, ane oration

de linqua, de fermone. The minifteris and prefbyterie preft to hawe

tryd him, but we would not admit it, for the quhilk thair wes much

outcrying in the pulpett.

[15] King charlis come to edinburgh, his entrie wes with great

folemnitie and diveris brawe fchawis : he wes crownit in halyrudhous

the 18 day of June, and [Avent] thairto from the caftell, with great

pomp, accompany t with the whole nobilitie in thair robis. The 20 day,

the parliament red. Andro Wilfon wes commiffionar, both to the

burrowis and the parliament. At this parliament mr John guthrie

bifchop of murray preichit before his majellie in fan6l Jeillis kirk, with

thefurples on him, and the engliflie fervice red at the Latrone be Inglis

men.

Therefter wpone the 8 of July his majelly come to perth, and wes

Weill receawit with Ten fcoir of men for guard, all in quhyte doublat-

tis, and red breikis, with partijanes. Mr william bell deliuerit him a

E
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i'peeclie. Mr williain wifchart raiiiilter at leithe preichit in our kirk to

his maieftie.

Thair wes aiie fuord dance dancit to his majeftie the morne efter his

cuniyng, wjjone ane iland maid of Tymer, wjione the water of Ta)-,

and certaine wersis fpokin to his maieftie be ane boy, reprefenting the

perfone of the Riwer of Tay, and fum conference in his maiefties praife

betuix Tay and another reprefenting perth, made be Andro wilfone

l)aillie.

Oct. 4. 1634. Auld lur william row minifter at forgond depairtit.

Oct. 31. Mr Jofephe Lawrie admittit minifter of perth, be impoli-

tion of handis of miniftris, niniane Drummond and John robertfone,

and be the proweft, baillies, and counfall of perthe,—mr niniane Drum-

mond preachit. His ftipend agreit on xiij hundred Ix merks.

In Januar 1635 from the 26 day thairof, till the 16 day of februar,

thair fell furth fuche ane budge snow, That men nor women could not

walke wpone our ftreitis. It wes ten quarter or Tua ellis heiche,

throw all the toun. Tay wes 30 dayis frozen ower. Thair wes ane

faft appointed and thair came a gentill thow, bleiTed be God. Thair

wes great fkairftie of wi6luall, and elding mylnis gaed not, and thair

wes no palTage nor travelling to bring ony in. At that tyme aill wes

waid Ikant. They knokit malt in knoking ftones.

Aug. 19. Chancellor Hay buried in kirk of kinnoul, Mr James

ffouUar maid fermon.

July 22. 1636. Andro gray, proueft, departit this lyfe of ane fewar

of fywe dayis fpace, and wes buried the faboth thirefter with great

grieif of all, both toun and cuntrie. The bellis of the fteipill rang all

the tyme fra the corpis wes liftit till the moulis wer turnit on him in

his grawe. [He] leiwit not ane full yeir proueft.

Andro Wilfone baillie departit this lyfe on fonday, the 3 day of Sep-

tember 1637 geiris, of ane heiche fywer about nyne hours at nycht, and
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wes buried on Tuyfday thairefter. At the lifting of the corpis, the

bellis of the ftepill rang quhill ho wes putt in his grawe. He wes 14

3,eiris baillie and deane of gikle, hut intromilTioun. He deit with greit

grieff of the toun and countray. Mr John Robertlbne maid his fune-

rall fermone.

5. IMr Robert lawrie admittit reader and wptaker of the plalmes,

be the proueft, baillies, and counlall, without content of the minifteris

and elderis. Mr Johne robertlbne, minifter, being prelent dilTentit

thairfra, and depairtit, and wald hawe lied the full confent not onlie of

the miniileris and elderis, but alfo of the Archbiihop of Sandtandrois.

George biffet diffentit to his admiffioun as elder, and efter confentit as

councellor. Mr Jofephe lawrie his father compeirit not, becaus his

collige mr John refuffit, git willing.

Therefter the proueft, alexander peblis, paft with the counfall to the

latrone, and patt mr robert in polTeffioun of bayth the places, and de-

liuerit to him the bybell and plalme buk in his hands.

Dec. 27- John drummond, deacone of the fkynners, departit this

lyfe, inteftat, fuddanelie, and buried on fryday the 29 of december.

Wpone fonday the 31 of Januar 1638, butter of gournok mareit

with blair, fecond dochter to fir Thomas blair of balthyok, knycht,

in the kirk of Kynnoul, be Mr Thomas halyburtoun, minifter at kyn-

noul, being anes proclaimit that fame day. The feaft held in charles

Rollokis hous in the vater gait : the laird duelt tliair for the tyme.

Wpone fonday the fourt day of februar 1638, in the kirk of glamis,

ane nobill lord, [Henry] Lord car, onlie Tone to the erll of roxburghe,

wes mareit with dame margaret hay, onlie dochter to umquhill williame

erll of erroll : [they] returnit fra the kirk of glameis with thair nobill

freinds on ather fyde. The feaft continewit ane gude fpace, with great

Iblempnitie, and paftyme and mirrines.

Wpone the Text of februar, being faftingis ewin, on ane Tuyfday,
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l638, the niafter of madertie, callit [David] drumond, wes mareit

with creichtoun, eldeft dochter of unquhill Johne crychtoim of

Kinved, in the kirk of perth, be fewiii houris in the morning, but pro-

clamatioun or warrant from the bifchopis, be mr Jofephe lawrie, minil"-

ter at perth. The marriage held in the erll of errollis ludgeing in the

water gait of perthe.

In februar 1638, the 8 or nynt day thairof, the felTioun fat down at

llriviling, and continewit till the day of . ge may gefs gif

the toun of edinburgh wes angrie or not.

Thair wes ane proclamatioun maid be found of trumpets at the croce

of llriviling, for reffauing of the feruice bulk, and proteftatioun tane be

the erll of home and my lord lyndefay, at the croce of ftriuiling and at

the counfell tabill. And lykwais proclamatioun maid be the lyon

horrellis for reffaving the fame on the 22 of februar, at the croce of

edinburgh
;
quhilk wes impedit be fewin erlls and nyne lordis.

Feb. 23. fauconer, Ipoufe to alexander lindfay of eweljke,

depairtit this lyf, and wes bureit at the kirk of kilfpindie the firft day of

marche lG38.

March 11, 12, 13. The confeflioun of the fayth and band of the

cowenant, wes fubfcrivit be the prouelt, baillies, counfall, deaconis,

and liaill inhabitantis of perth, and gentrie refident thairin, by findrie

nobillmen, barrones, commiffionaris of burrowis, and wtheris, that

fubfcryvit at edinburgh.

25. This wes publicklie red befoir none on peax day, being

the XXV day of marche 1638, be mr Robert iawrie reader. Mr Johne

robertfone preachit, being ane faft, and the haill kirk and congrega-

tioun tarie fuorne thairto, be wphaulding of thair hands. Item.—On

fonday thereftir, being the firft of Apryll 1638, the communion wes

giwen be the miniflers in the auld maner, be the minifter and elderis :

the minifter at the litill tabell, and the elderis at the tua^ burdis, being
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peopill at both fydes tlierof, euerie ane tuk the bread firft off the plait

with ther awin hand, and fine the coup. Nota—george biffett and I

bure the bread, gregorjohnftoun, and patrick dundie, the coupis, this geir.

Nov. 21. Ane generall aflemblie halden at glalgow. The Marqiiefs

of hamiltoiin commiffioner for the king, quha depairtit befoir the affem-

blie raifs.

Thomas durhame commiffioner for perth.

In merche l639, ane great conflidl on the fea betuix the Ipanis

nawie, contening in number fourtie Ihipis, going for affiftance of the

toun of Aberdene and the north partis, and the hollanders being hot

in number . The Spanifli nawie wes altogidder defeatt, at the

pleifoure of god.

Aug. 12. A new frie generall aflemblie indidlit be his majeftie, and

hauldin this fame day at edinburgh ; ray lord Traquair, thelaurer,

principall commiffionar for his majeftie
;
quherin the epifcopall govern-

ment is abiurit,—the fywe articles of perth, and fundrie wtheris nova-

tions. Patrick dundie commiffionar for this toun.

Parliament riddin at edinburgh wpon the laft day of auguft 1639 :

Traquair, the commiffionar for the king, continewit. Robert anderfon

commiffiioner for this burgh of perth.

061. 1639. In o6lober 1639, thair come in to the vaftis of Ingland

ane greatt nawie, the ellyke hath not bene fene in thir partis paft me-

morie [of] man, about the number of ane hundreth fchippis, callit the

holie lige, conlifting of the Spanilh Galeons and from the pope. Ther

intention, god knawis, na queftion to have landit wpone this kingdome.

git, at the plefour of god, they wer defeatt be the hollanders, quherin ther

war greatt Ikayth done be ather of the parteis, git nothing done to the

hollanders, in reguaird of the defeatt gewin be thame to the holie lige.*

* No entries appear for several years.
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Wpon the third day of februar 1643, being about four houris in the

mornyng, Iffobell wentoun, reli6l of wmquhill Johne creichtoun of

kinved, depairtit this lyfe, and was buried in the kirk of perth, wnder

the fcollaris feat, nixt auldies buriall. Wpone the 8 of februar, payit

thair foir one hundred pounds, quilk wes ordainit be the counfall and

leffioun to by ane coup to the communion.

Laurence oliphant of condie depairtit this lyff in edinburgli, and

bureit in the kirk of fortewiot, wpone the IG day of februar 1643.

Wpone the day of februar 1643, my lord Car, quha mareit the

erll of erroUis onlie dochter, depairtit in edinburgh in nycht tyme, efter

ane great drink, leawing behind him onlie Tua dochteris, and his Ladie

great with chylde.

061. 12. pattoun, fone to eduard pattoun, marled with

beattoun.

Nov. 5. The new couuenaat, read, fworne, and fubfcryvit be the

toun of perthe, be Handing wp, and euerie man wphalding thair hands.

The women alio wer mowit to ftande and fueir.

July 4. 1644. Ane great battell llruckin on marftoun mwre, in Ing-

land, neir the citie of ^ork, betuix prince Rupert, filler fone to king

charlis, alfillit be his majellies forcels on the [^onej part, and be my lord

generall fairfalk for the parliament of Ingland, and my lord manchefter,

and be generall leflie for fcotland
;
quherin it wes thocht that the pai'-

liament, and fcotis forcefs and armes, prewaillit mychtilie, and pat

prince Rupert to the flicht : quhat number wes killit I knawe not.

It wes thocht thair wes threttie thowiand and ewerie lyde.

16. S*'^'^ ^^^ randerit be the erll of newcaflell and generall

king, quha wer for the king, wpone fuir quarteris, and vairie gude

conditiones, to fairfolk and generall Leflie : bot fairfolk and manchefter

gat the keeping thairof ; and the fcotis gat nane, except ane monethes

pay, or tliairby.
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Thairefter my lord almond, lewetenent generall of i'cotland, and

generall leflie, laid fedg-e to newcaftell for intaking thairof.

0,5. Murdoche, fervitour to James Imyth, headit at the croce,

for the llauchter of muckrobie, fewitoiir to James grahame in

(Irumlyde.

Wpone the firft of September iG^i*, being fonday, thair \yes ane great

conflidl, betuix James marques of montroifs, for the fcotis forcefs wnder

his au6loritie, befyde Tibbermuir, on the mures therof, and betyde lan-

derran and the burrow mure, being affift be the athoill men of fir John

drumond, lord perthis lecond lone, and fome of the marques awind

friendis, and be ane Mr Alexander makconell, brother to the erll of

antrim, with xij hundred men of eirlhes, expert fouldiours, eftiraat in

number all to Thrie Thoufand men on the ane part ; and be the haill

Iheriffdomes of perth, fyff, and wtheris and haill burrowes of fyffe,

nobill men and gentrie thairoff, eilimat to the number of Sex thoufand,

Weill armit, [and] by Thrie hundreth excellent hors, my lord elcho wes

crownear. They were foir, to on with montroifs.

The battell begane about Tuelff houris, or ane, efternone, and lellit

not half ane hour, quhen the fyff people, both fute and hors, fled bealllie,

did nawer difcharge all togidder ance, jea, not ane Third therof. Thair

wer killed in fleing, aboue viij hundred men of gude account and

gentill men, and Tex peice of cannon of the fyff men tane.

The fpeciall gentillmen that wer killit, namit*

This fame nycht, about nyne hours at ewin. The toun wes renderit

to the marquis wpone quarteris, hot prejudice of the couenantis. To

be frie of plundering, and to leawe as the kingis loyall llibje6lis : his

cumpanie quarterit here frie, fra ibnday at nycht, mononday, and Tu^l-

* A blank occurs in the MS. for the names.
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day, many, woddenlay, and Thurfday ; he himfelf remaiiiit quhill wod-

denfay.

It wes ane dear quartering to this burgh, and to the countrie about.

He tuke with him about viij hundred fyfFe men, that came into this

toun on Ibnday at nycht : they wer wardit in the kirk.

Sep. 10. The erll of Lauthianeis regiment cam to this burgh, and

quarterit frelie two dayis ; himfelf came with tharae.

11. The marqueis of Argyll come to this burgh, with great

armeis with him, llayit quhill I'etterday thairefter, the xiiij thairof. The

toun wes greatlie damnefeit in thair meanes, and the cuntrie about.

Culrois company ilayit heir 7 or 8 dayis, wpone thair awin expenfes.

The laird of m<^gregour, with * men, remainit heir als long.

Thair come * furth of dumbartane and the lennox, and

remainit heir.

Sep. 13. Fryday. The Toun of aberdene tane in be montrois, great

blude ikeild on both lydes. God help it, and mend it, in his awin gude

tyme.

19- M^gregour and his companey went furth of this burgh

to*

Sep. 28. Setterday. My lord maitlands regiment come to perth for

kepeing of the toun, and flayit quhill the xx of marche l6iS, both they

and craufurds regiment.

Dec. 16. monday at night. My Lord Lindfayis regiment came to Perth

being in number aucht hunder, and ftayit quhill monday the 23 of

december, and we quarterit [thame] in the fouthgait, and weft fide of

the watergait ; at quhilk tyme both this regiment and my lord Mait-

lands regiment went furth of perth, and left behind tham tua hundreth

men, viz. ane hundreth of my lord Lindfayis, quhairof C— Moncreif Aves

* Sic in MS.
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Capitane, and the other hiindreth of my lord maitlandis quhairof C

—

Cunninghame wes Capitane. *

Jan. 8. 1 64^5. Maitlandis regiment come bak to perthe agane.

9. Lyndefayis regiment come to perthe agane. The foiouris

begane to gett tua peckis of maill ilk ane of thame weiklie.

Fra the 28 of September 1644. ane Ibiour of maitlandis regiment,

John perfone his name, wes quarterit ^yith me. Till the viij of Januar

1645.

The regiment fcrywener wes quarterit with me, callit David Staker,

fra the fecund of December 1644, Till the nynt of Januar 1645.

Capitane frances wauchop and his man wes quarterit with me fra

the viij of Januar 1645, Till the 22 of marche in eodem anno 1645

gratis.

Feb. 11. Capitane wachope went to couper with a hundred men.

March 15, Setterday at night. He come bak with his man to my

hous.

22. Bothe maitlandis regiment and crawfuirdes regiment went

furth of perth, with lewtenant generall baillie and my lord crawforde,

towardis angous and dundie.

Ane number of my lord murrayis regiment come to perth,

the foieuris being hieland limpill bodeis, naikit, extending in number

to 250 men.

31. The chancelleiris regiment come to perth in number viij

hundred men

:

And went furth thairof on Thurfday thairefter the third of apryle

1645.

April 2. My lord caffilis regiment come to perth and depairtit

thairfra, the morne thairefter the 3d of aprill 1645, being in number

viij hundred men.

4. Thair came bak to perth of commandit men of this regiment

F
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viij fcore men qulierof quarterit in my quarter with three men

that came in of the Ihyre.

Oct. 2. Thair come to perth ane regiment of men extending- to 400

men, quherof pitfcottie fould hawe bene Crownar and ane williame

hamiltoun wes maior. The maift part difafentit that Pitfcottie fliouhl

have bene thair crownear : and remanit heir till the 19 and 20 day of

december.

20. James Campbell, Commiffioner, aberwquhill, mareit with

jeane campbell, wmquhill mungo mvrray off laweris eldeft dochter in

the kirk of perth, be mr george halyburtoun, minifter thair.

Dec. 13. Kenmwris regiment came to perth betuix 11 and 12

houris at nycht being Saturday, in number 400 men :

And depairtit furth therof the xix of December inilant.

18. Cowpairs regiment came to perth in number quherof

Lumbisdaill wes Lewtenant colonell and ftayit quhill the and

went out the 10 march being tuylday, to kincairne.

19. Lawrence merfar of mekilhour buriet honourablie in his

awin buriall place, within the kirk of perth, being fryday.

March 10. l646. Colonell Lyell his men came to perth in number

300 men, and went out the 19th day of march.

The fame day Cowparis men came bak efter the hous of kincairne

wes takin in be middletoun, and brunt.

The fame tyme the hous of Abererquhill brunt be the m'gregour.

Friday, July 18. Thair wes ane horrible thunder quhilk begane in

perth at 5 houris at nicht and laftit till 2 in the morning.

Penultimo aprilis 1654. Generall monk come to Stirling, being chiefl"

commander of the Inglifhe army.

Friday, May 12. This day Cromwall wes proclamit my lord pro-

tector of the thrie natiouns of Ingland, Scotland, and Irland, with great
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iblemnitie wpone ane ilage of tymer richt beneath the court of guard,

being hungin with tapeftrie, being prel'ent thairon Collonell williain

daniell gouvernour of perth, The raaier, ane Inglis capitaine of hors,

John mihi matter of wark for the mafones, Andrew butter prefent pro-

veft, william reoche baillie, Andro read, Robert arnot, henrie Jacklbne,

glover, mr Johne nairne, fherifF deputt, mr william ord, Iheriff clerk,

with, diueris wtheris.

The afil of gras, and luni wtheris paperis, alfo red be Patrick rofs,

and henrie broun, notaris : Proclamed be andro henerie, baxter, be

found of Trumpetis.

Ane troup of hors, and Ibme troupis of drawgounis, ftude beneath

the court of guard foiranent the Ilage ; and eftir the proclamatioun

endit, gaif fyre thryie.

The haill fute regiment [that] ftude in armes aboue the meane guard,

gaif fyre. Cannonis wer Ihote, and bonefyres fet furth that nycht be

the garifone.

Dec. 1655. Being mononday, the greateft ftorme, both be lea and

land, that euer wes feen or red, quherby all the barberies on the coaft

wer caftin doun, and many fhips and men caft away. At this tyme mr

John reoch, fone to william reoch, baillie, and william murray, wer

cailen away comeing from london.

May 6. 1656. The great hous in the citidaill in the Ibuthe inche of

perth, totalie burnt, with moche gude prouilions thairintill, ane wn-

(]uhencheabill fyre,—how it came wncertaine.

The firft and fecund fondayis of may 1656, the communion gewin in

perth be mr williame coling-, and mr george haliburtoun.

June 19. Williame Ipence mareit with catharene forbes, in the kirk

of perth, with great folempnitie ; the feaft held in my ladie ftormontis.

July 17. John campbell of knokhill, mareit with margaret Pitcarne.

Francis Schairp mareit Avith Jeane Keoch, william reochis dochter.
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March 2. 1657. Mr william lindfay of kilfpindie departit, and buried

the 3d thairof.

20. George wiU'one, laite baillie, depairtit, and buried 21.

29. Robert Jakfone, prefent baillie, departit on fonday, be-

tuix 2 and 3 efternone, and bureit the penult, being monenday.

June 4. Henrie Jackfone, miliar, fone to James Jackfone, miller,

bureit.

9- Patrik g^U, maltman, depairtit, quha maried kullis

filler, buried 1 thairof.

Nov. 22. William wilfone, lone to androw wilfone, at the bridge of

ern, mariet with grant, dochter to androw grant of balhagillis.

Jan. 7. 1658. Gilbert, erle of erroll, maried with my lord Carneg-

gies dochter, fouthefkes oy.

The lame day, alexander Bayne maried with the IheriflF clerk of cou-

pars dochter, litilgohn.

Lord Richard proclaimit prote6lour of Ingland, Scotland, and Irland,

and dominions thairto belonging, be founding of Trumpettis on ane

Hare beneath the court of gaird, and wther great folempnitie.

061. 14. Betuixt fex and i'ewin houris in the morning, Andro

Read, merechant, burges of perth, wes drownit in the milnleid, aboue

the over miln, betuix the but and the miln, and fundin abone the ouere

miln. That lame day the provinciall affemblie latt [at] perth. Buried

that lame day, at thrie houris in the efter none.

22. Capitane furde, brother in law to Colonell williame

daniell, gouernour of perth, about ellewin houris befoire noone, nane

being prefent, except do6lor beattoun and the collonellis eldeft dochter,

being fitting in ane chair foiranent the fyre, efter taking of ane coup of

bear.going to breakfaft, fattled prefentlie down to ground, and depairtit

prefentlie, but any words Ipyking, Being of mynde efter fum pliyfic :

He haid immediatelie bene in the guarding, walking a litell befoir.
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January 30. 1659. Huntar of balgay depairtit in perth, being

refident tbairin tua geiris or tbairby, and tranfportit be water to Dun-

die, to be buried in bis awin buriall place thair, being ane Dundie man

borne.

Tburfday, Jan. 3. l660. Ane williame Imrie, tailgeor, brother to

matthew wilfones wyfe, being diftra6lit, did hang himfelf in the nycht,

in ane towall, at alexander wilfone hous, his filler fone, in the water gate-

Dec. 12. Wednefday, parliament fat down in edinburgh, midiltoun,

wiferoy.

Dec. 25. Mr John fyfe, niiniller at foullis, gule day, and buried the

25 thairof.

January 15. I66l. Rebecca ailFoun, Ipous to Mr harie chaip, advo-

cat, depairtit, and buried the 16. wedenfdaj-.

March 25. Andro grant, elder of balhagillis, maried with Janet

Gray.

June 20. Mr John malcolme fone to nir John malcolme, minifter, de-

pairtit, buried 21. fryday.

Nov. 11. Mr John Murray, minifter at methven, depairtit in

his awin hous at methven. Mr Hew Ramfay fucceedit to him be com-

milFioner middletouns moyen.

Nov. 20. William Auchinlek v/es maried with Ifobell Grahame,

dochter to Orcbill.

February 6. 1662. The quhilk day, Crownar keath, brother to the

erll of Marfhall, mareit with dame marie hey, dochter to the late erll

of KynnouU, being prefent the erllis of marichell and mortoun, with

many gentrie.

10. The erll of mortoun, Crownar keath, his brother, war

maid burgeffis, with mony vther gentillmen,

11, being Tuyfday. Chapman of Lentrodie, buried at

the
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The nynt of June 1662, at v houris in the morning, being Monon-

day, Andro blair of Corbur mareit with margaret Threipland in Kin-

nouU, be mr James oliphant.

June 11. 1662. John erll of perth, of the age of iiij fcore geiris and

mair, depairted at Drymen, and buried wpone the .

Dec. 18. Mr harie chaip of ormftoun, advocat, baillie of perth,

depairtit, and buried on the 20th day thairof, being fetterday.

[Sometime in] 1662. John grame of balgoun depairtit, and buried

in the kirk of methuen.

The laft weik of februar 1663, tua boat men brocht to the fchoir of

perth fome wyne of mr Williame ardis, and depairtit, being chokit with

reik in thair awin boat beneath. The laft of the tua buried the laft of

this moneth, in the gray freiris.

Feb. 27- 1663. Joline bennet, in the muretoun, betuix fywe and fex

houris in the afternoone, beneath the murtoun wes drownit in the

vater of Tay. The bell went feuerall tymes about for him ; and wes

buried the firft of march e, being fonday, efter the preaching in the

efternoone.

21. Margaret hamiltoun, fpous to Mr Alexander hamiltoun,

minifter at Tibermuir, depairtit ; and buried on the twentie fyft thair-

of, being weddenfday.

March 24. Johne name, fone to mr John name of Muckarfie.

28. Dougall Grame, Tone naturall to the Marqueis of Mon-

trois, burnt in James gounger baxteris.

April 15. Wodenlday, katerene ogilvey, fpous to Mr James Mal-

colme, minifter at Airlie, [depairtit.]

June 22. , fpous to Mr James Auchinleck, minifter at perthe,

depairtit.

Aug. 24. Alexander Lindlay, elder of ewelyk, depairtit thair on

mononday, and buried on fryday thairefter.
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061. 17- James Dykes, deane of gild the preceding tua geiris, de-

pairtit at 5 hours at night, being fetterday, and buried on mononday

the nynetene o6lober 1663, in the gray freiris.

061. 10, 1664. Mr Geo: halyburtoun demitted his office of the mi-

niftrie at Perth.

Dec. 10. David Jakfon, baillie, depairtit, being fetterday, about viij

in the mornyng, and buried the ellevent day thairefter, being fonday.

January 1665. Mr Robert Young, minifter at durabarnie, depolit

be [the] Archbifhop of St Andrews.

Laft of Februar 1665. Mr hcnrie oliphant, minifter at kinnoul,

buried at kirk of Kinnoull
;
[he] depairtit on faturday 25th thereof.

April 5. About fywe houris at ewin, George bifchop of dun-

kell depairtit in his awin hous in perth, and wes buried on the xvij

aprill, in the commoun buriall place callit the gray freire ; honorablie

convoyit with his friendis about the toun. The bells wer rung all tyme,

began at ten houris ; mr william Annane, minifter at edinburgh, maid

fermon, began at tua houris.

16. Sonday. Mr williame Annane maid I'ermon befoir noone, and

Mr mongo law maid fermoun in the efternoon on the pfalmes, being

his firft fermone.

May 28. Mr Mungo law maid fermone on the pfalme, in the efter-

noone.

June 1 . Mr Mungow law admittit minifter at perth ; Mr Harie

guthrie, minifter at Kilfpindie, maid iermone,

July 9. Janet mercer, my ftfter, being Ibnday, buried, reli6l of John

home, elder, depairtit on faturday the 8 day.

The fewentene of november. Mr John paterfone of benchillis, lait

proueft of perth, depairtit at benchillis, and brocht in vpone the 18th

thairof, being fetterday, and putt in the weft kirk, and buried on Mon-
onday the tuentie of november 1665.
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Nynetene day of november, being fonday, Ifobell peblis, relidl of Mr

waiter Stewart, minifter at blair in atlioil, depairtit.

June 20. 1666. Fryday. Laurence oliphant of bachiltoun buried in

aberdalgie, in efternoone.

May 15. I667. Wedenfday. Ane capitaine boyd, of the commil-

lioners liwe guaird, buried in the gray freiris ; deid of fchott of ane bul-

let in his knee, committed be ane boy of the guard, fervitour to ane

captaine of the company. The boy fufferit thairfoir.

March 5. Mr Hary Auchinlek buried ; the bellis rung.

June 1. At xij houris, Mr James fouUar, minifter at Kynfaunis, de-

pairtit.

Auguft 8. Johne Tuyes, notar, mareit with Thomas names dochter.

10. Setterday. The ladie durie, the ^vicount of Stormonts

lifter david murray, convoyit fra perth quher Icho depairtit, to the kirk

of arnegolk, quhair fcho wes buried, ane confiderable number of toune

men convoyit her thair.

Nov. 30. Margaret elder Ipous to mr Johne liddell, minifter at

I'cune, buried at Icune at the weft kirk door the 1ft December.

Dec. 6. Dame anna douglas countefs of Kinnoull, buried in her

hulbands tomb betuixt and houris at nycht, [Ihe] deit of ane

gude report.

17. At thrie houris in the morningJames merfer my lone depairtit,

and wes buried on Thurfday thairefter being the nyneteen day thereof.

Jan. 19. 1668. Andro grant gounger of balhagillis depairtit thair,

and buried on the

April 7- Mr william lyndfay, minifter at tranfportit thairfra :

Admitted this day : mr william barclay made fermon, the chapter

of Ifay, vers. Many of the prefljeterie wer prefent.

END OF THE CHRONICLE.



EXTRACTS FROM THE KIRK SESSION

RECORDS OF PERTH.

May 1577. Compeared Marion Whyte, and confeffes her Fornica-

tion with John Swenton, and the fecond fault, and fubmits herielf to

the difcipline of the kirk, and civil punifliment.

Compeared John Swentoun, alleged father to the bairn, who being

demanded gif he has had carnall deall with Marion Whyte, within 9

months bygone or thereby ; he denied that he had any carnall deall

with her within this 2 years bygone ; and therefore the faid Marion

referred to his confcience to fwear gif he had carnall deall with her or

no by the [fpace] foretaid. The aflembly [Seflion] affigns to the faid

John, monday next, to give forth his aith thereupon, either negative or

affirmative.

May 27. 1577. Compeared John Swentown, and refufed to give his

oath upon the contents of the laft a6l, and therefore the aflembly or-

dains the kirk to proceed againft him by admonitions : under the pain

of cenfures of the kirk to depone his aith, either negative or affirmative,

conform to the lafl adl concerning the fornication, confeft by Marjory

Whyte committed with him, to whom flie is with bairn, as fhe has con-

feiFed and alledges prefently.
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June 20. 1577- Compeared John Swentown, and confelFes his forni-

cation with Marion Whyte, and the fecond fault, and fubmits himlelf to

the difcipHne of the kirk, and the civil punilliment, conform to the

order ; and is ordained to compear before the aflembly on Monday the

7th of July, to receive his diredlions for his fecond fault of fornication.

July 1. 1577' Becaufe certain inhabitants of this town, as well

againit the exprefs command of the civil magillrate, as againft the

minifters prohibitions in the pulpit, have played Corpus Chrilli's play,*

upon Thurl'day the Sixth day of June laft, whilk day was wont to be

called Corpus Chrilli's day, to the great flander of the church of God,

and diflionour to this haill town ; and becaufe the faid Play is idola-

trous, fuperftitious, and alfo flanderous, as well by reafon of the fixth

day,
**********

December 9. 1577' Becaufe that Thomas Paterfon and Katherine

Culbert contra6led marriage, and the faid Katherine will not accompltfli

the fame ; therefore (the Seffioun) deiires the baillies to puind John

Wood who was cautioner for the faid Katherine for ten pounds, ac-

cording to the a6l.

December 16. 1578. Gilbert Robertfon, William Morton, Thomas

RoUock, Thomas Jack, John M'Baith, confefs that they have tranl-

grefled an a6t made in the alTembly of minifters and elders, and ratified

by the provoft and baillies, in that they fuperftitioufly paffed about the

town on St Obertst Even, dilguifed, in piping and dancing, and torches

* This perhaps may have been one of the well known mysteries, regularly played at

Coventry by the Mendicant Friars on Corpus Christi day. One of these still exists in

MS. in the Cottonian Library, marked Vespasianus, D. viii. The conclusion of this

entry is wanting in the record.

f The editor has not been able to find any Saint of this name. The only Saint's day

occurring upon the 16th of December, is that of St. Bean, thus noticed in the Martyro-

logy, " Aberdone in Hibernia Sancti Beani Episcopi." Martyrologium Rumannm,
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bearing : for the whilk they fubmit themfelves to the difcipline of the

kirk.

January 11. 1578-[1579.] It is alfo thought meet that the alTembly

make their fupplication alfo to the Council upon Thurfday, touching the

walkars, that no walkar perk their webbs as in times pall upon Gray

Friars Walls.

The whilk day John Swentown mailer of the Sang School of this town,

exponed to the alTembly of the minifter and elders, that he had great

travel in teaching the youth of this town in mufic, and in taking up of

the Pfalms, and that the council of the town had made him title of gift

to the annuals of the Gray Fraternity altars within this town : yet not-

withftanding he was contented to i'ubmit himfelf to the alTembly of the

kirk herein, and receive of benevolence what they pleafed to bellow

upon him induring his travel and good fervice,—and becaule the al-

Tembly was willing to gratify the laid John for his good fervice ; there-

fore they willed him to diTcharge any right he had or pretended to the

Taid altarage, and to receive of benevolence as they would bellow upon

him. In reTpeft whereof, the laid John willingly by thir preTents has

renuded, and prefently renudes and overgives, all right title of gift he

has, or may have, to the faid alterage of the Gray Fraternity, given to

him by the council of this town, or any other ways, with all letters or

executorialls raifed thereupon. In relpedl whereof, the faid alTembly

Antwevpise 1635, p. 439. Upon referring to Dempster, vol. I. p. 66, 78. [Bannatyne

Club Edition,] tn'o Saints occur with names so similar that there is good reason for

supposing they are the same person, S. Beanus, and S. Boeanus, as he fixes both their

festivals on the 16th December, while in the Martyrology there is only one Saint day

of that date. It is very probable that this is a mistake of Dempster, arising from

the slight variation in the spelling. It is a singular instance of the little knowledge

foreign scholars had of Scotland when the compiler of the Martyrology places Aberdeen

in Ireland !
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of the elders is content, that the faid John Swentown intromit with their

annuals of their faid altarage, induring the fpace of the year to come,

and fame alfo induring their wills, and according to his good fervice :

providing always that he make no affignees to the uplifting of the faid

annuals, but only to take them up by himi'elf ; and to this eSeSt the

aflembly ordains the mailer of the hofpitality to aflift in the uplifting of

the lame as faid is.

May 25. 1579. The Alfembly ordains the Baillies to put Helen

upon the Crols Head for the fpace of an hour, and to pay half ane

mark to the poor before flie come down, and that for the ilandering of

Thomas Brown.

Thomas Malcom is convi6led before the aflembly, to have called

Thomas Brown " loun carll," for the whilk the aflembly ordains him

to be put in the Tolbooth, there to remain two hours, and to pay 6s. 8d.

to the poor.

2. 1580. Ordains an aft to be made by the Minifter, concern-

ing difcharging of all paflingto the Draggon Hole, fuperflitioufly, and the

fame to be publiflied on Thurlday next out of the Pulpit, and thereafter

to be given to the Baillies, and proclaimed at the Mercat crofs.

The Act.

Becaul'e that the AlTembly of Miniiler and Elders underftand, that

the reforting to the Draggon Hole, as well by young men as women,

with their piping, and drums llriking before them, through the Town,

has raifed no fmall flander to this Congregation, not without fufpicion

of filthinefs after to follow thereupon ; for avoiding whereof in times

coming, the faid Aflembly, with confent of the Magiftrates of this Town,

has ftatute and ordained, that no perfon hereafter of this Congregation,

neither man nor woman, refort nor repair hereafter, to the laid Drag-
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goii Hole, * as they have done in times byg-one, namely, in the month of

May ; neither pais through the Town, with piping and ftriking of

drums, as heretofore they have done, under the pain of twenty fhillings

to the poor to every perfon, as well man as woman that [contravene]

hereof; and alio to make their public repentance upon ane Sabbath

Day in prefence of the people : and this ordinance to be publillied at

the Mercat crofs upon Saturday next, as alfo in the Pulpit by the Mi-

nifter, on Thurfday and Sunday next to come, that none hereafter pre-

tend ignorance hereof.

The faid a6l was publiflied the fixth day of May at the Mercat crofs,

as alfo from the Pulpit.

March 8. 1580. [1581.] Ordains Conflantine Malis and Ilbbell

Elder, to make their public repentance upon Sunday next, and further

pay four pounds to the poor ; becaufe that in time of their public hu-

miliation and fafling'j they paffed up at once to their feafting and solem-

nizing of marriage, contrary to all good order.

May 8. 1581. It is ordained, that whofoever joins carnally together,

betAvixt the giving up of their banns before the kirk, and accomplifli-

ment of their marriage, fhall pay forty fliillings to the poor, and make

their public humiliation before the Pulpit, upon the Sunday before mar-

riage.

July 31. It is ordained by the haill Affembly, that every flyter con-

victed flyting, fliall pay half mark to the poor. Hand upon the Crofs

Head, and make public repentance for satiffaction of the kirk and party.

Nov. 20. 1581. Ordains all poiTelTors of altarages to put up their

lights in the kirk, and to put up on the Sunday, ane twa penny candle,

and the baillies to caule this to be done by found of bell through the

town, under the pain of not anfvvering of their annuals.

* The Draggou's Hole is a large cave in the rock of the Hill of Kinnoul, of very diffi-

cult an<i dangerous access.

—

(Scott.)
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Upon the 21ft day of this inftant of February anno 1581-[1582,]

Maige Mertyne being put in the Tower aboon the north kirk door, for

concealing and hiding of the truth, in the a6lion of M'Walter being

adulterer with Maige Paterfon, as was alleged before Duncan M'Gregor,

elder for the prefent, Andrew Blythman, kirkmafter, and John Ronald-

ion, officer, file depones that Maige Paterlbn lent her about M'Walter

to his own houl'e, deliring her to bring him to her mothers houfe, that

the faid Maige Paterlbn and he might forgadder there ; but flie would

not, but brought him to the laid Maiges fathers houle, and he being

brought there, after that they had drunken out the ale that was left

over Maiges fathers fupper, they lent her [Maige Mertyne] about ano-

ther pint of ale ; and fhe being gone to the door, Maige Paterlbn being

naked, her father fleeping, M'Walter with her put out the light ; and

in the meantime, llie heard the faid Maige Paterfon fay to M'Walter,

that " the morn they would thoUe miekle fliame for the thing they were

" doing ;" and fhe faid, " that they fhould tholle miekle fliame for it

" on the morne." In the meantime M'Walters wife came [in,] and

when Maige Paterfon law her, Ihe put M'Walter up a trap to a loft,

and his wife perceiving that, trailled him down the trap, and fell to the

faid Maige [Paterfon,] and raive her face and her luggs, and fo there

was fic tumidt amongft them, that Alexander Maiges wife came furth

with her maiden, and Henry with a cruife in his hand to fee the matter.

April 16. 1582. Ordains James Sym to give the witch in the tol-

booth 8 doits in the day.

May 19. 1582. Compears Ifabell Paterfon, and confefles her forni-

cation with Walter Chalmer, dwelling with the Prior of the Charter-

Houfe ; flie is ordained to be put in the ward of the fornicators, above

the North Kirk door.

November 20. 1582. Ordains James Sym to make three locks to

the Crofs Head.
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Ordains John Ronaldfon having fornicators, to put every one of

them in ane fundry houfe in time coming, to give them but bread and

fmall drink ; to let none of them come to the nether window, and when

they come to the Crofs Head, that they be fall locked in the irons two

hours, their curchies off, their heads and their faces bare, without an

plaid or any other covering, under the pain of tinfel of his office.

December 3. 1582. Whilk day the friends of William Farn, who

drowned himlelf at the head of the South Inch, in the water of Tay,

coming to the minifter and elders, convened together for the time in

their Revellry, and defiring licence at the aflembly, to bury the faid

William in the Gray Friars, which is the burial appointed for the faith-

full that depart in the fear of God ; the aflembly anfwered with one

voice, that they would not fuffer him to be brought through the town

in day light, neither yet to be buried amongft the faithful, in the place

appointed for their burial ; but ordains that he be buried in the Little

Inch that is within the water, and this to have the ftrength of an aft,

to all fuch like perlbns in all time coming, and aflliring all, that gif

any contravene the fame, the dead fliall be taken up again, and the

contraveners hereof fliall make their repentance in the feat, and there-

after Ihall pay £ 10 to one of the deacons, that they may diftribute it

to the poor.

February 15. 1584 [1585]. Compeared Robert Anderfon, alias

Card, and confefled his inceft with Margaret Black, his wife's daugh-

ter, who is ordained to make his repentance therefor, and find caution

for an hundred [poflibly merks,] that he fhall continue therein, who

found William Anderibn and Chryftie Whyte cautioners, to obey what-

Ibever punilhment the kirk Ihould enjoin to him.

May 24. 1585. It was ftatute and ordained, that hereafter induring

the time of the plague, no banquets fliould be at marriages, and no

perlbns fhould refort to bridals under the pain of ten pounds, to be
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paid by ilk one that contravenes the fame ; and 40 pounds to be paid

by them that call more than four on the fide to the banquet, or bridal,

induring the peft.

July 5. 1585. Forafmeikle as Thomas Smith confefTed his triple

fornication with three liindry women, and now having the laft woman

with bairn again, it is ordained that he fhall be warded, fhaven, and

doukit [in a puddle of water], according to the a6t of Parliament.

061. 11. 1585. Forafmeikle as George and Ellpeth Cudbert

were both apprehended in naked bed together, in filthy fornication, upon

the tenth of this inllant, being the firlt Sunday of the holy communion,

and of public fall and humiliation, appointed by the kirk to be holily

oblerved, that God of his mercy might remove this miferable plague

from this town, and all other towns within this country ; and likewife

that the forefaid perfons have been both put forth in the lodges, as liif-

pedled of the fame ficknefs, from the whilk God has preferved them to

this hour : neverthelefs they have, without fear of God, filthily com-

mitted the forefaid vice of fornication ; therefore the haill feflioun or-

dains the forenamed perfons Ihall be carted backward through the town,

from the faid Elfpeth's houfe, where they were apprehended, having

paper hats on their heads, on Saturday next, at ten hours before noon,

and thereafter that they be locked fall in the front on the Crofs Head,

and there fl;and till three afternoon ; and thereafter to be warded till

Sunday, at what time the officers Ihall convoy them with their paper hats,

to the public feat of repentance, that there they may confefs their ofi^ence,

and alk God and the congregation forgivenefs for the flander they gave,

and evil example to others to commit the like : and this a6l to ftrike

upon all fuch perfons whom the watch apprehends in fornication in

time of the common humiliation, or any other time in time coming,

that vice may be rooted out of this town, and God may blefs it.

November 7. 1587. Appoints an fall to begin on Saturday next,
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and to continue while Sunday eight days thereafter at even, with great

humiliation and prayer to God, that it would pleafe him to remove the

plague of the pell from the towns of Edinburgh, Leith, &c. and to pre-

ferve us therefrom ; as alfo to preierve us from the pelt of the foul,

whilk is Papillry ignorance, maintained prefently by thel'e Jefuites and

Papills now come in, who prelTes to bring men under the thraldom of

idolatry and ignorance, and from the true knowledge of Chrift our

Saviour, revealed to us in his word, and to embrace their fuperftitious

rites and ceremonies, from the whilk the Lord preferve us I And ordains

this to be notified from the pulpit on Thurfday next, that none incur

ignorance hereof, that every one may addrels them to falling, to prayer,

and humiliation at the time appointed.

December 11. 1587. Ordains thefe baxters that on Saturday laft at

even, played St Oberts play, to be warded wherever they be appre-

hended, ay and while, they give their obedience for fatiffa^lion of the

kirk and congregation.

February 26. 1587 [1588.] Ordains the mailer of the Hofpital to

make an book of ten quair of paper, to contain and hold the compts of

the Hofpital yearly.

March i. 1587 [1588.] "Whilk day AVilliam Fleming being called

before the Affembly, for reletting, giving lodging, entertainment, and

convoying of the Laird of Fentrie, * an enemy to God and religion, an

avowed papift and Jefuite, excommunicate for the fame, and common
trafficker for the fubverfion of the true religion, whilk was againft the

command of God, and exprelly againft the rule of his word, and like-

wife againft the a6ls made by the Kings Maje%, and aflemblies general

and particular, efpecially againft the a6l of our aflembly publiflied from

the pulpit and crol's of this burgh : Being herefore accufed, anfwered,

* David Graliame of Fentrie, afterwards executed at Edinburgh the 15th February

1592, for treason.

H
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that neither for contempt of God, nor no good rule or a6t made by the

King or kirk, he did the fame, but rather of negligence, becaule he

was in company of the Earl of Huntly, and was received under his

connivance ; confeffing the fame to have been an fault, promifes never

to do the like in time coming,—and in cafe he be found to contravene

in time coming, the penalty in the a6l contained to llrike on him, all

excufe being put afide ; whilk fault the minlfter and elders overfees at

prefent, in hopes of amendment.

Nov. 11. 1588. For as meikle confidering the great flander that

arifes of young women taking up houfes, and dwelling together as cod-

rois, and common receivers of honeft mens fervants and their gear ; it

is ordained, that no honeft man Ihall fet them an houfe, without the

advice of one of the baillies and elders publicly to be allowed, under

the pain of the houfe maill to be given to the poor. The perfons as

codrois taking up houfe, to be holden and repute as fornicators and

entertainers of bordels, and punilhed as fuch.

December 7- 1-588. Ordains Andrew Anderfon, webfter, to pay

ten Ihillings, becaule the Sabbath day was broken in his houfe, by his

wife, in warping an web thereon ; and his wife to put herfelf in the re-

pentance feat on Sunday next for the fame.

June 3. 1589. The minifter and elders gave licence to play the

play,* with condition that neither fwearing, banning, nor no fcurrility

be in it, to the offence of the religion which we profefs, and an evil

example to others :—and in cafe any be in the fame, or any perfon add

any of the fame, by the Regifter of Play itfelf, ordains him to be ward-

ed, and make his public repentance.

Auguft 11 . 1589. Whilk day Nichol [Ronaldfon,] belman, being

called and accufed for not ringing the curfew and workman bells, at

eight hours at even and four hours in the morning, according to the

* Piol^ably Corpus Cliristi play.
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cuftora and life ; anfwered, that David Mar had taken away the tow

to the brig of Earn. Therefore ordains Robert Anderfon and James

Adamfon, to intimate the fame to the council, to caufe the faid David

hing up the bell tows againe, as good and fuflScient as they were, when

he took them down.

06t. 21. 1589. For as meikle as Jean Thornton is an excommunicate

perfon, and Ihould not be holden in the company of good Chriftians

that fear God, much lels to be entertained in bed and board within

any honeft godly man's houfe, to the great flander of God, his word,

kirk, and this congregation. It is ordained that all the baillies, Robert

Anderfon, Oliver Young, Henry Balneaves, and Andrew Mercer,

with Adam Anderfon, and Conitantine Malice, two of the Elders, pais

to Thomas Monipenny prefently, and intimate to him the kirks will,

that is to fay, that he feparate and put out of his houfe the faid Jean

Thornton, under the pain of excommunication, and the faid baillies and

elders to report the diligence on Monday next, and no other to receive

[her] under the pain of excommunication. *

Nov. 2. 1589. Forafmeikle as this day was aifigned to certain ho-

neft neighbours of Tirlappie to be prefent, and of their confcience to

declare whether it was true, that Guddal, Ipoufe to Richard

Watfon, was a witch, as John Watfon there alleged, or what evil likely-

hood they faw in her. Walter Watlbn, John , George Scott,

* Jean Thornton was wife to Oliver Peebles, wlio was a useful elder in the ciuirch,

and much esteemed in his time. Some years before she had accused the Dean of Guild,

Henry Adamson, as having been guilty with her of the sin of adultery. He denied the

charge, nor was it proven by the witnesses brought by Oliver Peebles. She was punish-

ed according to her own confession, and becoming afterwards more abandoned, was at

last excommunicated. Henry Adamson, Dean of Guild, was some years after this

stabbed by Thomas Peebles ; who perhaps was a son of Oliver Peebles by his wife

Jean Thornton.

—

(Scott.)
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James Scott, being enquired feverally as they would anfwer to God,

what they kend,—altogether agreed in one, but [without] contradi6lion,

that they faw never fuch things into her whereby they might lulpedl

her of the fame,—but that fhe was an honeft poor woman, who wrought

honettly for her living, without whofe help her hufband Richard Wat-

fon would have been dead, who was an old aged man. Therefore the mi-

nifter and elders ordain the a6t of flander to be put in execution againft

the faid John Watfon, and Helen Watfon, his daughter. *

April 27. 1590. David Billy promifed to make an ladder to the

prayer-tolling, for an merk.

July 20. 1590. Ordains Patrick Fleming, David Billy, and Alexan-

der Puller, to buy timber to make an lubftantial ladder to the cock-

ftool.

June 21. 1591. Ordains for keeping order in the kirk at the Queens

Majeftys entry, Robert Mathew, Walter Gray, John Pitcairn, James

Mercer, Andrew Wilfon, elders, to have the overfight and keeping of

the door, that no tumult be made.

June 28. 1591. This day the haill town being occupied in their

preparations for the Queens Majeftys entry in the town, the affembly

was not holden.

December 20. 1591. Compears Walter Murray in Craigie, and

confeffes his inceft with Ifobel Gibfon, oye to Ifobel Anderfon his

firft wife, and fubmits him to the will of the kirk. Ordains him to be

prefent himf'elf, before the prelbytery on Wednefday next. Ewin Rynd

cautioner of his prefence before the Prelbytery, under the pain of ten

pounds.

Compears Thomas Harlow and Janet Grant his wife, and being

• A very proper sentence, and much to the credit of the good sense of the kirk ses-

sion. It is the more remarkable, as at that period any proof, however slight or trivial,

was suflBcient to establish witchcraft.



RECORDS OF PERTH. 6l

acculed as fpecial refetters, entertainers, and receivers of idle beggars,

thieves, and fuch other unlawful perfons ; but efpecially now of new,

beiides placing and putting together in beds, unmarried and unlawful

perfons : they confefled the fame,—therefore the feflion ordains him

and his laid wife on Sunday next, to make their repentance ; and in

cafe they be found hereafter to receive fuch perlbns in lodging, then to

be baniihed the town.

December 27- 1591. For as meikle as it is ungodly and unhoneft to

abufe the kirkwalls and kirk yard, by pifling on the walls thereof, and

otherwife againft godlinefs and honelly ufing the fame, feeing it is

a place wherein the defun6l corpfe lies below and is buried : Ordains

that none abufe the fame in manner forefaid, under the pain [of] two

pennies whenever they be apprehended ; and this to be intimated on

Sunday next from the pulpit.

February 21. 1591 [1592.] This day compeared John Pitfcottie,

apparent [heir] of Loncarty, Finlay Errol, fervitor to the Laird of Bal-

houfie, [with fev«ral other perfons named in the Regifter,] and con-

fefled that on the Sunday of the fail, in the time of preaching in the

afternoon, they were playing at the ffoot ball in the meadow inch of

the muirtoun, and that the fame was an offence. Therefore they were

ordained on Sunday next to make their repentance for breach of the

fabbath.

April 17. 1592. Ordains Adam Adamfon and Patrick Blair baillies,

that on Monday next they fpeak the council, that an mufician be had

for uptaking of the Pfalms in the kirk.

January 29. 1592-1593. The Lady Endernytie being called, and

accufed for abfenting herfelf, and the reft of her family from the hearing

of the word on the Sabbath, compears and confefles, that Ihe does it not,

neither in contempt of the word, or of the minifter, but only by realbn
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of her licknefs, and promifes when flie Iliall be Avell in health, to repair

more frequently to the kirk, and hearing of the word.

Compears Henry Adamlbn, and being enquired if he knew any thing

concerning the confpiracy made by the Earl of Angus, confeffes he knew

nothing ; and being acculed for riding on the Sabbath day, confeffes the

lame, and promii'es not to do the like hereafter.

March 19- 1593. Compear Mr George Ruthven, Andrew Brown,

Thomas Lathreefs, and John Meling, chirurgions, and being enquired

if they or any one of them had any perfons under cure for the preient

who had the goir, anfwered all in one voice they had none ; and fur-

ther, at the requeft and command of the miniller and elders, promifed

that if they lliall have any fuch perfons under their cure in time

coming, they ihould reveal it to the minifter and elders for avoiding of

contamination, which mull enfue unto others by their company with

perfons in fuch a difeaf'e.

December St. [marked September in the Regifter by miilake] 1593.

Ordains to count and reckon with John Pitcairns wife for the enter-

tainment of an German fcholar,* and they to be anfwerable to her for

his expences and entertainment ; and likewife ordains at his departure

two crowns of gold to be given him, the one to be advanced by Mr

George Ruthven, the other by John Jack.

January 7- 1593-[1594i]. Becaufe that the fcholars in time of

preaching, by their tumults and running through the kirk, and likewile

by their clattering and fighting, do trouble both the teacher and the

hearers, therefore Oliver Peebles and Patrick Blair, elders, are ordained

to propone to the baillies and council the next day of their convention,

that an feat and place may be biggit for the fcholars in fome commo-

tlious place of the kirk, wliere they may hear and learn without troub-

ling either the miniller in teaching, or the auditory in hearing.

* He is afterwards said to have been a minister sometime in Denmark. (Scott.)
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February 24. 1593 [159i]. Forafmeikle as fundry, both men and

-women, in time of preaching on the Sunday in the forenoon, rife up

at the chap of eleven hours, and depart away without the bleffing, or

giving of thanks unto God ; therefore for flaying and repreiFing of this

great enormity in all time coming, which is very flanderous, the mi-

nifter and elders ordain the vifitors, both baillies and elders, to keep

both the kirk doors, and fuifer none to depart out of the kirk, before

the bleffing, except they be lick and evil at eale.

September 22. 1595. The Seffion ordains the niafters of the hofpital

to give an poor boy, called Alexander Martine, ten merks, to help him

to an pack for winning of his living.

December 29. 1595. Compears John Spence, who broke the Sabbath

by abfenting himfelf from the hearing of the word j as alfo [accufed

for] his unreverent behaviour to the minifter and baillies being vifiting

the families, and therefore ordains him to be committed to ward, while

he be humbled, and find caution to do his duty.

Mr George Ruthven, chirurgeon, gives in a bill of complaint upon

Archibald Steidman, declaring that the faid Archibald had profaned the

Sabbath fundry and diverfe times, by fliaving and polling, gentlemen

and ftrangers on the Lord's day, as James Stewart of Achmadoes, the

Laird of Reidhall, and John Windiegates, hatour to his Majeftj-. The

laid Archibald being accufed and tryed, is found guilty of the breach of

the Lord's Sabbath ; and therefore the Seffion ordains him the next

Sabbath, to compear in the place of public repentance, and to declare

his repentance for the forefaid offence.

November 21. 1597- Compeared Mr William Rynd, matter of the

fchool, and complained that he and his tenants were molefted by daily

reek and fmoke coming furth of that houfe, fometimes poffeffed by

James Stewart ; and farther declared, that his own lodging and tene-

ment was in danger of burning, becaufe that the nether houle under
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his land wanted an chimney ; and therefore craves, that the Seflion

would ftay and inhibit any fire to be in the faid houfe in time coming

;

and that the door that is in the midft, may be ftuken up, that the chim-

ney which is in the fouth houfe may ferve for both the houles. The

Seffion agreed to his defire, and ordains the mailer of the holpital with

all diligence, to caufe lleek up the door that is in the midft of the faid

houfe, and there be no fire kindled again in the north houfe in time

coming.

Nov. 23. The Seffion ordains the magiftrates to travel with his

Majelly, to obtain a commiffion to execute James Robertfon, forcerer,

who long had been detained in ward.

Jan. 9. 1597-[8]> The Laird of Lawers compeared the lall Sabbath,

pro quarta, in the place of public repentance [for adultery],

July 31. Andrew Robertfon, chirurgeon, accufed of breaking the

Sabbath, by poling and rafing the.Laird of , declared he did it

quietly at the requeil of the gentleman without outgoeing. The Seffion

found him guilty, and ordained him privately to declare his repentance

before them, and to abftain in future.

December 25. The Seffion ordanes a book to be made, into the

which the haill rental of the hofpital ffiall be written.

Jan. 22. 159S [9.] William Blyth being enquired why Gilbert Car

reforted to his houfe, anfwered, that he was a common hoft and enter-

tainer of ftrangers who refided there ; and that Gilbert came to his

houfe as other llrangers to get lodgings and entertainment upon his

reafonable expences. Being enquired why he fuffered Janet Kelt his

fervant to lie in the booth with Gilbert Car, [or fliop in which were

two beds, in one of which Janet Kelt lay with a young lals of her

mailers, and in the other Gilbert Car,] anfwered it was of no evil in-

tention, but becaufe he had no room in his houfe, and he caufed his

daughter to lie nightly with his own fervant. The feffion thinks this
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daughter to lie nightly with his own fervant. The feflion thinks this

doeing to be fufpicious, and that he has not done the duty of a Chrif-

tian mailer to his fervant, but has done fo far as in him lay to make her

a harlot ; therefore ordains him next Sabbath to declare his repentance

publicly, in prefence of the haill congregation.

April 9. 1599. Compeared James Young, [town] officer, being

warned to this [day ;] who being accufed for profaning of the holy

Sabbath, by abfenting himfelf from the hearing of the word, both be-

fore and after noon, and being beaftly drunk, persuing George M'Gre-

gor through the ftreets publicly with an drawn fvrord, to the great dif-

honour of God, and flander of this congregation,—[he] confeffes the

fame. George Horn's wife declares, that on the Sabbath was eight

days, James Young, with John Murray, came to her houfe and craved

drink, and when Ihe refufed, he drew out his fword and faid he fliould

lliew her another guife, except Ihe gave him drink ; and fo being boaft-

ed, and knowing the difpolition of the man, flie furniflied drink to him

while twelve hours ; and when he was defired to go home to his own

houfe, he went into a cellar, againft her will, and drank while the

fermon afternoon was ended, and was fo beaftly drunken, that he knew

not what he did. The Seffion ordains him to come the next Sabbath

to the kirk door, barefoot, and in linen clothes, and ftand from the

fecond unto the third bell, and thereafter come to the place of public

repentance, and there declare his repentance publicly, in prefence of this

congregation.

Becaufe that George Horn's wife, furniflied drink to James Young

and his companion, as flie alleged againft her will, and that the caufe

of her being at home in time of fermon was fickness, and a difeafe in

her dad, the Seffioun defired her to declare on her confcience that it

was fo indeed ; which ftie did.

July 2. 1599- Thomas Ritchie confeffes that he was drunken, for
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the which he was forry, and promLfes to be more temperate in time

coming- ; and in cafe he fliall be found drunken at any time hereafter, he

is content to pay five pounds, to be employed to the ufe of the poor.

November 19. Compears James Maxton, being warned to this

day ; and being accufed for profaning of the Sabbath, by abfenting

himfelf from the hearing of the word, and telling of filver at home

with certain Highland men ; confeffes that he being in the kirk, was

fent for by fome Highlandmen, who delivered to him a certain fum of

money, to be kept by him while their returning back. The SeiCon

finds him by this his doing to be a profaner of the Sabbath himfelf, and

alfo an occalion of profaning the Sabbath to others, whom he fliould

have taught ; and therefore ordains him to pay the penalty, according

to the A61 of Parliament.

John Gardner, James Barman, Laurence Chalmer, and Laurence

Cudbert, young boys, confefs that they were playing at the golf in

the North Inch, in time of the preaching afternoon on the Sabbath.

The Seffion rebuke them, and admonifli them to refbrt to the hearing

of the word diligently on the Sabbath in time coming, which they pro-

mifed to do.

December 10. Compears Donald Thomibn, with Grizel Ro-

bertibn, and confeffed promife of marriage one to another. They were

admoniflied to accomplifli their marriage within forty days, and to keep

their bodies clean while the day of their marriage, which they promifed

to do. Further, becaule the faid Grizel is in the houfe with the faid

Donald, the Seffion ordains them to feparate themfelves, and remain

in fundry houfes while the day of their marriage. For fulfilling of the

premiffes they have found caution, viz. Patrick Bruce for the man,

and John Elder for the woman, under the penalty of ten pounds, to be

employed to the ufe of the poor.

May 12. 1600. Patrick Gall, Finlay Eviott, John Bennet, Laurence
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Robertfon, and Patrick Auchinleck, confelTes that their fervants Ipread

muck on the Sabbath was eight days, after the afternoon preaching-.

The Seffion thinks them to be profaners of the Lord's iabbath, and

their doeing flanderous ; and therefore ordains them to declare their

repentance privily, and pay a penalty, to be employed to the ufe of the

poor.

Dec. ] . The vifitors report that the Sabbath was profaned by all

the taverners, except John Pitcairn and Henry Balneaves, and that

ftrangers and mercat folks were found drinking in all the taverns. The

Seffion ordains them to be fummoned and cenfured, for their profana-

tion of the Lord's day.

April 13. I6OL George Murray, accufed for luffering of ale to be

fold in time of preaching on the Sabbath in his houfe, anfwered that

he was in the kirk himfelf, a'nd his wife alfo ; but his fervant came, and

brought his wife out of the kirk to an daughter of Tullibardines, to give

her fome cloths which Ihe had of hers in cuftody, and in the mean time

caufed fill drink to the laid gentlewoman, and her fervants with her.*

The Seffion underllanding the like offence has not fallen out of before

in his time, admoniflied him to keep good order in time coming, and

not to fuffer either ale or wine to be fold in his houfe, in time of preach-

ing on the Sabbath hereafter, which he promifed to do.

January 11. l602. The vifitors report that good order was kept the

lafl; Sabbath, except that they found fome young boys playing at the

foot ball in the Inch, who were corredled by the magiftrate.

Janet Syme confelTes her fin of fornication, committed with John
Barrie, a cripple, at MidlUmmer laft, in John M'DuflFs houfe, whole

fervant flie was for the time : and being ftri6lly urged, if any other had

carnal dealing with her, or was her bairns father, declared on her con-

* A strange instance of the habits and manners of the time—the daughter of the Earl

of Tullibardine drinking ale in the forenoon !
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fcience, that none other was the father of her bairn, but the laid John

Barrie : and likewife, the faid John Barrie confeffes he had carnal

dealing with the faid woman at the time aforefaid. The Seffion imder-

llanding that they are both poor bodies, having nothing either to pay

in penalty, or to entertain themfelves in ward, neither yet counted of

public repentance, [not counted objefils of church dilcipline] therefore

ordains them to be put in ward, while Saturday, on their expences, and

then to be taken out by Archibald Steidman, and John Jack, oiEciars,

and prefented to the magillrates, that they may be carted about the

town together, and thereafter to be baniflied.

November 2. The Seffion ordains the Mailer of the Holpital,

with all diligence to caufe make an common mort kill, whereby the

dead corpfes of the poor ones may be honeftly carried unto the burial.

Auguft 1. 1603. Becaufe that Elfpit Grant dwells by herfelf, keep-

ing an houfe for whoredom, and has fallen before in the lin of adultery,

and lately in fornication, and that, after Ihe had declared her repentance,

has received harlots into her houfe, making her houle as it were a

Bordel, and a common receptacle of loofe and debauched perfons, there-

fore the Seffion ordains her prefently to be put in ward, there to remain

while llie find caution to remove out of the town.

January 2. 1604. The vifitors report that good order was keeped

the laft Sabbath, except that they found fome young boys playing at

the gowf in the North Inch, in the time of preaching afternoon, who

were warned then by the ofEciars, to compear before the Seffion this

day.

Compears Robert Robertfon, William Stenis, Andrew Donaldfon,

Alexander Niving, Adam Paul, Robert Meling : all warned to this

day, who were convi<5led of profaning the Lord's Sabbath, by abfenting

themfelves from hearing of the word, and playing at the gowf, in time

of preaching ; and therefore the Seffion ordained, firll, Robert Robert-
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fon, who was ringleader to tlie reft, to pay an merk to the poor, and

lecondly, ordains him and the reft to compear the next Sahbath, into

the place of public repentance, in prefence of the whole congregation.

April 23. The Seffion ordains intimation to be made by the

minifters the next Sabbath publicly out of the pulpit, for a contribution

to be made, for the I'upport of the town of Geneva.

May 7. Alifon Henderlbn was convicted of abfenting herfelf,

this year from the examinations, and communion, and therefore was

rebuked.

David Chapman was convi6led of profaning the Sabbath by going to

Ruthven, to fee profane and lafcivious dancing, and abfenting himfelf

from the hearing of the word, and therefore was rebuked.

July 16. Whilk day anent the complaint given in by an noble

lady. Dame Mary Ruthven, Countels of Athol, upon Mr William Cow-

per minifter at Perth, touching the contra6ling by him of Mrs Dorothie

Stewart her eldeft daughter, with William Murray, mafter of Tullibar-

dine without the advice and confent of the laid noble lady, and her

honourable friends, as the complaint given in thereupon at length bears,

which being read and the faid Mr William Cowjjer made anfwer there-

to, and removed ; the Seffion all in one voice finds the faid Mr William's

proceedings orderly done, and has allowed and approven the lame.

September 3. It was reported that there was a number of young

women and laffes, after fupper in the evening, [of the Sabbath] found

under flairs, dancing, Cnging, and knocking upon doors, who were

warned to this day.

Compeared Agnes Anderlbn, Agnes Murray, Elfpeth Rofs, Kirftian

Paterlbn, Janet Low, Beatrice Clink, Helen Blyth, all warned to this

day, and confeffed that they profaned the Lords Sabbath, by lafcivious

finging, and dancing, at even, under flairs, for the which they were
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forry, and promifed never to commit the like. The Seffion flia ply re-

buked them, and defired the magiftrates to put them in ward.

Odlober 3. Whilk day, in prefence of the baillies, miniflers, and

elders of the burgh of Perth convened within the reveftry of the faid

burgh, William Hay, litfter, burgels of Perth, being accuied upon

the uttering by him yellernight, in John Stewarts fore chamber, of

certain vile, flanderous, and abominable ipeeches, againft Mr William

Cowper miniiter of Christs Evangell, at the faid burgh, to wit, " That

" the faid Mr William was an falfe common thief, and that he fhould

" [have] been hanged, and were it not the faid William Hay, he had been

" hanged, and yet he fliould have him hanged ; who would not ? and

" who would take his part ? and that he fhould improve him in the

" Scriptures." Thir flanderous Ipeeches uttered before Patrick Fleming,

merchant, William Robertibn, notar, John Robertfon, merchant,

Thomas Fleming, fon to the faid Patrick, John Gall, and James

Marihall, merchants ; whereto the faid William Robertfon anfwered,

" Mowis [jell] or earneft," whereto the faid William replied, " earnefl,"

and bad the laid William Robertfon take it as he thought it. To the

which, he [William Robertfon^ replied again that "he lied like a knave."

Thereafter the faid William Hay drew an whingar and preffed to have

ftricken the faid William Robertfon, and called him an common thief.

Farther, being accufed, if he laid " Mr William Cowper was paffing to

" England to London, and ere he came home, would wear an furplice

" and an four nooket bonnet." All thir particular heads above written

the faid William Hay being accufed upon, but granted, that it was in

mowis that he fpake anent Mr Williams hanging ; and farther de-

nied that he called him common thief, and alfo denied that he faid, he

Ihould improve him in the Scriptures : But only faid, that Mr William

fhewed no pity to the poor man that was in ward ; and the faid Patrick

Fleming, John Robertfon, John Gall, and James Marihall, being called.
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fworn and admitted in prefence of the faid William Hay, to teftify the

verity in the faid matter, nothing being objefted againft them ; and
each one of them being feverally examined, deponed that they heard
the former llanderous and abominable fpeeches uttered by the faid

William Hay againft the faid Mr William [Co^yper] and William Ro-
bertfon. Farther, the faid baillles declared that this day in the morn-
mg, before eight hours, when this matter came to their knowledge, they
took purpofe to take and apprehend the faid William and put him in

ward
:
and having apprehended him within his own dwelling houfe,

and accufed him upon the faid flanderous fpeeches, they heard him
anfwer and fay, that he fpake fuch fpeeches, but in moms. The Sel-

fion [refolves] to be advifed upon the premilTes with the prelbetry.*

Oaober 29. Becaufe that Mr John Weims, fometime mufician,
was very faithful and diligent in his fervices, during the time of his

life, and now being taken away by death, has left behind him an
poor widow, and an young infant. Therefore the Seffion has ordain-
ed, and by thir prefents ordains Patrick Fleming, mailer of the holpital,

to give to his wife and bairn, four fcore of pounds, of the firft and rea-

dieft duties appertaining to the hofpital, which fliall be thankful allow-
ed to him in his accompts of the holpital.

November 5. The Seffion ordains the mafters of the holpital to
furnifli an new gown of black cloth, to Mr Patrick Johnfton, teacher of
the youth in the grammar fchool.

September 23. 1605. Becaufe that the fins of fornication and adul-
tery, do encreafe more and more among us, to the great offence and
diflaonour of God, and flander of this congregation ; therefore, for re-

preffing of thir fms, the Seffion ordains a more public place of repen-
tance to be biggit, with all diligence, and in it certain degrees, that

* The presbytery records prior to IGIS not being extant, it does not appear what
advice was given.
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therein fornicators and adulterers may be diftinguiihed, and better dil'-

cerned, both by their place and habit.

Odlober 21. Mr James Young, mufician, declared in prefence

of the Seflion, that he was contented to accept the oflBce of taking up

of the pfalm, publickly into the kirk at preaching and prayers, and in-

llru6ling of the youth in the art of mufic. The Seffion promifed to

him yearly, induring his I'ervice in the laid office, the fum of four fcore

pounds, with his chalraer meall, and this to be paid by the mailers of

the hofpital, termly or quarterly, as the laid Mr James fliall require it.

January 12. I6O7. This day being affigned to Mr William Cowper,

to prove by witneffes the (landerous Ipeeches uttered by Robert Keir

againft his preaching. Compeared Robert' Fleming, warned to this

day ; and Robert Keir being enquired if he had any thing to fay againft

Robert Fleming, why he fhould not be witnefs in the matter and caufe

forefaid ? anl'wered he had nothing. Robert Fleming being admitted

and fworn, declared, that when he came to Robert Weir, as treafurer,

and defired him to pay for the minifter's coals, he anl'wered, " Mr Wil-

" liam preached againft me the laft day. Let him preach againft me the

' next day. The devil a penny I will pay for coals." The Seffion

called the faid Robert, and delired him to confels his oflFence, Avhich he

refufed to do ; and therefore the Seffion remitted him to the Prelbytery.

March 28. I6O8. The vifitors report, that good order was keeped

the laft Sabbath, except that fome craftfmen were playing at the foot

ball in the South Inch, after the afternoon's preaching, who were warn-

ed to compear before the Seffion.

[The Seffion remitted them to the magiftrates, to be punilhed ac-

cording to the adl of Parliament.]

May 9. Becaufe that Patrick Fleming has departed this life, there-

fore the whole Seffion, with one confent, has nominated and chofen

John Brown to fucceed him.
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February 13. 1609. Compeared Andrew Johnfton, and Janet Cun-

ningham, his fpoufe, James Jackfon, and Stobie, his fpoule,

David Jackfon, and Helen Hynd, all warned to this day ; and being

enquired, why they went out di%uifed about the town on Tuelday laft

Ives, at ten and eleven hours at even, with fwords and ftaves, troubling

and molefting their neighbours on the ftreet whom they met? anfwered,

that after they had all fupped together, they had relblved to go about

the town, of no evil purpofe or intention, but of merrinefs ; and denied

that they molefted any. They being removed, it was certainly found

that they were dilguifed, namely, Andrew Johnfton's wife having her

hair hanging down, and a black hat upon her head. Her hulband,

Andrew Johnfton, with a fword into his hand. David Jackfon having

a mutch upon his head, and a woman's gown, as Conftantine Malice,

Baillie, and fundry others declared,—and that they hurted and molefted

liindry perfons. The Seflion finds their doings to be flanderous, and

that becaufe the peftilence yet continues amongft us : and all thir per-

I'ons lately come in from the fields, where the botch and boyll was on

their perfon : and has ordained them to be condignly puniflied ; firft,

to be put in ward prefently, there to remain alltogether while the Sab-

bath ; and next, becaufe their fault is public and notorious, to come all

together the next Sabbath, in linen cloaths, to the place of public re-

pentance, their to confefs their heinous offence, and to be rebuked as

dilFolute and licentious perfons, in pretence of the whole congregation.

June 18. 1610. Compeared Alexander Crighton, who was convicSled

by his own confeffion, of haunting and frequenting the company of

Robert Crighton, excommunicate Papift, eating and drinking with him

in taverns, and walking on the ftreet : therefore the SefTion ordained him

to declare his repentance publickly the next Sabbath, in his own feat.

06lober 20. 1611. Becaufe Janet Lockhart has taken upon her the

office of a midwife at her own hand, without tryall upon her Ikill, and

K
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without licence, and has confpired with others to conceal the fin of

adultery, and other wickednefs, therefore the Seffion ordained her to

be rebuked publicly by the minifter the next Sabbath, and to be inhibit

from raedling with the office of an midwife in time coming.*

November 4. I6II. Compeared Margaret Rutherford and EHpeth

Gloag, midlives, who gave their oath of fidelity, to be faithful and

honeft in their calling : and farther, it was enjoined to them, under the

pain of difcharging them their office, that they fhould not help any

woman fufpedled of whoredom, and who was not married to an huf-

band, except that firll they got their confelCon, with a folemn oath, to

whom the bairn appertained, and who was the bairn's father. Which

they promifed to do, with a folemn oath and extenfion of the hand, in

prefence of the whole Seffion.

Nov. 11. Compeared James Fergufon, who declared that he was

out of the kirk on Sunday was a fifteen days, in time of preaching

before noon ; and was in Walter Youngs houfe, where he faw John

Firlkine, and Hugh Firlkine playing at dice, and the faid John Firlkine

won fourteen merks from the other, and that they drank an quart of

wine at the dinner, where Walter Young, goodman of the houfe, was

prefent.

Compeared Walter Young [|who was a baker,] and being enquired

how he, being a deacon of the kirk, fuffered fuch enormities and

profanenels to be in his houfe, as dicing and drinking, in time of

* Slie bad privately delivered a gentlewoman of a bastard cbild, and concealed it.

The woman in whose house tiie child was born, laid ber hand upon the child's mouth,

with a purpose to smother it : But Janet Lockbart made her desist, by saying that she

would go instantly, and awaken the whole town, if she were to do such an action. The

woman in whose house the gentlewuraan had gone to be delivered, gave the child after-

wards in a private manner to a nurse, and received money for the nurse privately from

the father, who was a married man. Janet Lockhart made the gentlewoman declare who

was the child's father, before she would give her assistance in her labour. (Scott.)
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preaching on the Lord's day ? Anfwered he knew no Ilich thing, be-

caufe he was into the kirk himfelf, and his wife remained at home. He
was defired to jirefent his wife before the Seffion. He anfwered he

would anfwer for her himfelf, and i'o menaced the beadle of the kirk
;

and therefore the Seffion requefted the magillrates to put him in ward,

there to remain while he fliould be better humbled.

July 6. 16I2. The vifitors report that good order was keeped the

lail Sabbath, except that they found Ifobell Murdoch drinking with an

Highland man in time of preaching, for which Hie was committed at the

command of the magillrates to ward.

April 10. 1615. Peter Simpfon and Margaret Liddel ratified before

the Seffion their promife of marriage, to be fblemnized conform to the

ordinance of the kirk, and thereupon conCgned two cups of gold.

February 1. I6l6. Patrick Crombie, conform to citation having

compeared, and being accufed, that he ufurping authority and command
over the common beggars, they relbrted to him from all parts to this

pariih, to the planting of many beggars of other pariflies, to have their

abiding here within this congregation, who denied the lame limplici-

ter, and is ordained to compear the next Monday for farther tryal to

be taken thereanent.

5. Compeared the forefaid Patrick Crombie, and being exa-

mined anent his forefaid ufurpation, denied the iame fmipliciter, yet

was verified by honelt reporters, the great refort of common beggars to

the Muirtown to him. The Seffion ordain requeft to be made to the

Laird of Muirton, to remove the faid Patrick furth of his ground, and

that he have no relidence within this pariih.

June 24. John Tenender, [lellion] officer, is ordained to have his

red ftaff in the kirk on the Sabbath days, therewith to waken fleepers,

and to remove greeting bairns furth of the kirk.

February 20. 16 17. The Seffion has appointed David Sibbald to
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be matter of work to the reparation of decayed parts of the fteeple, and

to receive furth of an cheft containing the Hofpital writs, the fum of

twenty pounds, left over the laft collefilion, lifted for reparation of the

kirk, and help to repair the faid fteeple therewith,

March 3. The Seffion thinks it very expedient, that the council

and they concur, for providing an mulician, for taking up of the

pl'alms in the kirk, and for teaching of an mufic fchool.

14. Forafmeikle as Mr Thomas Garvie, mufician, this long

time bygone has not been apt nor habill to difcharge his office, in

taking up of the pl'alms in the kirk at preaching and prayers, whofe

place Mr Henry Adamlbn * has fupplied, and is very well thought of

by the Seffion ; they requeft him to continue therein, while further de-

liberation be taken thereanent.

April 7- Ordains an chair of flone to be bigged in an public

part by the matters of Hoipitals, for letting of flyters and flanderers

therein, and the fame to be paid of the firft cafualties occurs.

Forafmeikle as Mr John Guthry, minitter, having produced before

the Seffion, an tettificate of the Lords of Council, Ihewing that John

Mortoun, Ikipper in Leith, and twenty-ieven perfons of his kippage,

with his fliip and goods, were taken perforce by the Turks gallies ; and

in the combat betwixt them ieven of his kippage were flain, and the

remaining twenty-one were taken to Argier in Barbary, and were re-

lieved by finding William Phrifilla, factor for Engliffimen in Argier,

cautioner for them, to pay an certain great fum of money for their ran-

i'om, extending to one thoutand three hundred and twenty-nine pounds

Sterling money, containing alfo an lupplication directed to all Affem-

blies, Seffions, &c. to extend their charity, to help to pay the laid ran-

* The above Mr Henry Adamson rendered his name famous in Perth, by his Poem

concerning the History and Antiquities of Porth.

—

(Scott.) It was printed at Edin-

burgh College, 1638j 4to.
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fom for the relief of the faid cautioner, becaufe he has been very favour-

able to fundry Scottiflimen in the like cafe of before, in due confidera-

tion thereof, the Seffion ordains an voluntary contribution, the next

convenient Sabbath as Ihall be appointed by them for that effe6l.

April 21. Ordains admonition to be made the next Sabbath, that

none of the congregation pafs to the well of Hiintingtower on the

Sabbath days, and likeways that no dancing be under Hairs on the Sab-

bath day.

May 12. Conform to citation, compeared James Blyth, and was

admoniflied to abftain from excefs of drinking, wherewith he has

been found oftimes fpotted, and from night walking. Promifed lb to

do under the pain of ten pounds, toties quoties, he contravenes.

Foralmeikle as Mr Henry Adamfon having moved him to the Seffion,

that he has lupplied the place of Mr Thomas Garvie, in taking up of

the pfalms A long time bygone ; and that Mr John Adamfon, his bro-

ther, had written for him fome matter tending to his behoof, therefore

defires the Seffion either to appoint him to the faid cure, feeing that the

faid Mr Thomas is not habill therefore ; and that otherwile he will not

lerve longer in his ftead. The Seffion finding the faid Mr Henry's pro-

pofitions realbnable, and that he is qualified for ferving the faid cure,

for their part are willing he be provided thereto ; and have requefted

John Anderfon and William Williamlbn, baillies, to expone the fame

to the Council, and to report their anfwer thereanent the next Monday,

wherethro' the faid Mr Henry may be orderly placed in the faid fervice

both by Council and Seffion.

May 26. In refpedl of the literature and qualifications of Mr

Henry Adamfon, for taking up the pfalms at preaching and prayers, at

the kirk of Perth, and his lawful admiffion thereto, and to hold an

raulic fchool, the Seffion provides and ordains him to have yearly

therefor, from ^\^litfunday next, in name of his llipend, the fum of
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two hundred merks money of this realm, to be payed by the mafters

of the holpital, prefent and to come, yearly, at two terms in the year,

Whitfunday and Martinmas, by equal proportions.

Auguft 25. Forafmeikle as delation being made of James Ste-

wart, hangman, his vicious life, and of the cruelty and oppreflion

ufed by him againft poor weak jjerfons, therefore it is ordained that the

fame be intimated to the Council, that they and the Seflion may take

order thereanent.

October 30. It being reported to the Seffion, that Hen-

deribn fuppofed to be bereft of her wits, is but counterfeit and feigned

therein ; and that under colour thereof, Ilie makes vantage, and abufes

her body in harlotry ; therefore the Seflion has concluded that flie be

expelled of the town ; and for that effe6l, John Tenender, officer, has

received command of Robert Lethem, baillie.

May 4. 1618. Conform to citation, compeared Ifobel Garvey, fervi-

trix to Margaret Alexander, widow, and Margaret Lamb, daughter-in-

law to George Thomfon, who being aflced if they were at the well in

bank of Huntingtour the lail Sabbath, and if they drank thereof, and

what they left at it ? anfwered, that they drank thereof ; and that each

of them loft an prin [pin] thereat. Whilk was found an point of idolatry,

in putting the well in God's room. The form of their cenfure continued

while the reft, whom they have given were prefent with them, compear.*

December 28. Thomas [Baxter] being alked if he be now re-

Iblved to confefs the truth, if he had carnal deall with Agnes Black,

which flae has already confeffed,—he conftantly denied as of before.

Being humbled on his knees, and being taught to pray in this manner,

viz. " Lord be merciful to me, and infpire me with thy grace, where-

* They were each fined six shillings, and made on their knees to declare their repen-

tance, and they would not do the like again.
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" through I may be moved to confefs the truth in the laid matter of

" flander, to the glory of God, and my own falvation :" thereafter

having rifen on his feet, and being required to confefs the truth as he

wilheth the falvation of his own foul
;
yet for all that, he flood at an

obftinate denyal. And being alked if he would, by his great oath upon

the falvation and condemnation of his foul, purge himfelf thereanent ?

He faid he would, and thereupon a book being holden to him, to try if

he would lay his hand thereon ; as he was extending fiirth his hand

thereto, the minifter withdrew the book from him, and would not fuf-

fer him to fwear. The Selfion knowing him by all good appearance, to

be guilty of faid crime, notwithftanding of his denyal, ordain him to be

committed to ward induring their will, to know if that will bring him

to confeffion, and ordains Patrick Murray and his wife, his dilaters, to

be warned to the morn to declare fo far as they know of the faid flander.

December 28. Forafmeikle as dilation being made, that Katherine

Graham, an coddroch hulTy, keeped an houfe by herfelf, and that

an highland fallow reforted to her when he pleafed, and there-

upon, conform to citation, having compeared and brought with her

two young children. Being alked who is the father of them ? anfwered

Donald M'Challan, highlander, and that the eldeft of them was pro-

create betwixt them fix years lince, within this parifh, and that flie had

fatisfied the kirk therefore, and the other was procreate betwixt them

in the highlands. Denies that he had to do with her at Perth at no

time fmce the birth of her youngeft chfld ; and becaufe flie is a flranger

and an coddroch, flie is ordained to difpatch herfelf out of the town, be-

twixt this and Candlemas, under fuch pains as they will enjoin to her.

Auguft 23. 1619. Forafmeikle as William Marfliall, an auld doyted

man, has confeifed his adultery with Janet Ramiay, and becaufe that

his compearance publickly in fackcloth at the kirk door and repentance

fl;ool, would be an reproach to the town ; therefore it is thought expe-
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dient that he he put in ward, and detained therein, ay and while, he

willingly confent to be baniflied this town for ever.

September 13. 1619. Forafmeikle as Mr John Guthry, minifter,

having made an great regret of Thomas Young, in that he has not only

uttered fpeeches againfl; him and his miniftry, but alfo that he has met

him divers times fince on the caufay, and would not dilcharge that civil

duty of falutation, as becomes him to his pallor ; and alfo that imme-

diately heretofore, as he was coming to the Seffion, meeting him in the

northmoft of the kirk vennels, that the faid Thomas, in manner of pro-

vocation, to tempt his pallor by his want of particular duty, palTed by

him without ufing any kind of reverence ; wherewith the Seffion were

highly oflFended, that he fliould have fo far milregarded his pallor, and

provoked him to ire, and therefore ordains him to be cited to compear

before them the morrow after the fermon, to underly condign cenfure

for his faid offences.

September 14. Conform to citation, compeared Thomas Young,

who being accufed for uttering fpeeches, and his milbehaviour againil

Mr John Guthry, his pallor ; and being afked what fpeeches he fpake

to John Guthry, the pallor's son ? anfwered, that he faid to him,

•' that it was not the duty of the pallor, to charge his people with

'• witchcraft, forcery, turning of the riddell, and to utter calumnies

" againil his flock." This he had fpoken in general, and no ways men-

tioned the faid Mr John his name, which John Guthry had taken very

highly, as he had fmce found no courteous dealing of him ; and having

yefterday entered unawares the miniller's way, meaning no ways to

offend him, but he fuddenly pafl by. Being enquired, if he had any

opinion that the miniHer had at any time grieved or offended him in

word or deed ? anlwered negatively. Declared that he is forry for that

in any fort he had faid or done, which may offend the minifler in word

or deed. The faid Mr John, in prefence of the Seffion, having admo-
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nifhed the faid Thomas Young, earneftly dealt with the Magiftrates

and Seffion prefent, to infli6l no punilhment on the faid Thomas,

but to pals by his offence, in hope of his honeft and Chriftian beha-

viour hereafter, which, at his earneft entreaty, was granted.

June 5. Forafmeikle as delation being made that John Brown,

gardner, permits men to play at the alye bowlls in my Lord Sanquhars

yard the time of the fermons on the Sabbath days, therefore he is warned

to compear the morrow, for taking convenient order with him thereanent.

June 12. Whilk day Thomas Crombie, baillie, prefented Alex-

ander Wilfon in Muirton, who is acculed for his great infolency

and milbehaviour, in that he, upon an Sabbath day at night, betwixt

ten and eleven hours, prefl'ed to milufe Giles Laing, in her returning

from convoying of Thomas Leilks wife home to her houfe ; terrifieng

Robert Robertlbn's daughter ; ftruggling with Mathew Cheap's fervant

in the kirk yard ; and that having entered within the kirk he rung the

common bell, thereby putting the haill town under fear either of fire

or fword. His oflFences being fo great, he is committed while the mor-

row, that after the fermon, both Council and Selfion deliberate upon

his puniibment.

July 5. Compeared Janet Mar, fpoul'e of John Patoun, fome-

time in Pitmurthly, and now in Balnebreich, and confeffed the fm of

adultery, committed by her with Harry Schaw of Pitmurthly, and that

he ravilhed her, againft her will in his barn, when fhe was getting ftraw

to fill her bairns cradle. He fteeked the door, and wreftling with her,

fhe got a grip of his durk, almofl: drew out the fame ; and he thrufting

it in again, bled her hand, and made a great wound into it. This was

committed feven years fince, or thereby. She being demanded by the

brethren, how was the flander raifed, now lying fo long hid ? flie an-

fwered that the faid Harry himfelf revealed it to one Catharine Weymes,

his harlot, who bore him two bairns in fornication ; the laid Catherine

L
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WejTues told the fame to Grizzel Saunders, the fpoufe of John Gregor

in Pitmurthly, and the laid Grizzel Saunders revealed the fame to her

hulband, who will have her to make her repentance for the fame. She

promifes to obey in making her repentance, for removing of the flander.

12. July. Harry Schaw ordained to be fummoned.

19. Mr William Young, minifter at Rogorton, reports that

John Bennet, beadle of Rogorton, fummoned Harry Schaw, but he

declined appearing, upon the ground that being in debt within burgh

he durft not compear. Commiflion was then granted to Mr John

Straquhan, minifter at St Martins, and Mr David Weymes, minifter at

Sone, to try him, and to re])ort.

Thefe two clergymen repeatedly reported there inability to get Schaw

before them.

13. day of September. Mr William Young complains, that upon

Thurfday the 7th September infiant, being among the ftouks of

his own glebe, in an folitary and quiet place, called the How of the

Park, at his meditations in quiet and fober manner, looking for no evil

to have been done or faid to him by any perfon or perfons, but to have

lived under God's peace, and our fovereign Lord's,—in the mean time,

the faid Harry Schaw of Pitmurthly, having conceived an deadly hatred

againft him for reporting the adultery, of fet purpofe, provilion, and

forethought felony, violently invaded and purfued him of his life,

having in his hand a rung, with a long dirk, or elfe a dagger ; and the

faid Mr William Young feeing him in a rage, and threatning of his

life, ran away, the faid Harry following him a great Ipace, and crying,

" Theif, thy feet shall not bear thee from me." The faid Mr William

Young being an aged man, and fearing he fliould have felled him with

the rung, cried many times, " God's mercy." The faid Harry over-

taking him, called him " traitor," and a&ed him what he faid of him

to the Prefljytery ? And when Mr William anfwered he might fpeir
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at Mr John Straqulian bis good friend, the faid Harry Schaw com-

manded him to Iwear, that he Ihould never {peak of him again to the

Prefbytery, or by the blood of Jefus he fliould prefently die. He with

great difficulty was flayed from farther troubling of him, by fome poor

men that came from Ihearing of their corns. Immediately thereafter,

the faid Harry made vaunt of his doing to his own Ihearers, and openly

declared, that he had caufed the minifter fwear, and cry many times,

" God's mercy."

The Prefbytery ordain information to be fent to the Archbifliop of

St Androis, to raife a i'ummons againft Schaw before the High Commif-
fion.

061. 18. Schaw appeared, and confelTed the aflault ; upon which
he was ordained to make his public repentance in the kirk of Rogorton,

one day in linen cloaths, and there openly confefs he did the minifter

wrong, and that on Sunday next. Mr John Guthry was inftrudled to

ride to Rogorton, teach there on the Sunday, receive the laid repent-

ance, and confront Schaw with Janet Mar as to the alledged adulterv.

25. Mr John Guthry reports, that Schaw obeyed the ordi-

nance enjoined
; but upon the charge of adultery he would not con-

fefs, but denied, and offered his oath.

Nov. 1. He failed to compear, upon the ground of ficknels ; but

upon the 8th of that month, in linen cloaths, and humbly on his knees,

he confefled the adultery, and promifed to Ihtiffy the kirk.

Nov. 21. Andrew Rols,* in name of Mr Robert Rofs, fometime
of Craigie, his brother, produced the latter's fupplication, fhewing

his prefent mifery, and divers dileafes wherewith he is vexed, and
craving fupport. Three pounds were taken out of the thefaury, and
delivered to the faid Andrew to give his brother.

Dec. 5. Compeared John Lamb, and is accufed for profaning the

• A brother of the unfortunate Thomas Ross executed for the pasquil against the Scots.
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Sabbath, in playing at the leads with his complices, the time of the

afternoon's fernion, the laft Sabbath. He having iifed many fpeeches

to cloke his fault, was at laft brought to a limple confeffion. Being

humbled on his knees therefore, he declared his repentance, and payed

thirteen fliillings of penalty ; and a6ls him not to do the like hereafter,

under the pain of ten pounds, toties quoties, he contravenes.

Dec. 9- This day Mr Henry Adamfon, and Katharine Buchan-

nan, accomplilhed their marriage.

Jan. 1. 1621. George Dickfon verbally complained he was abufed

by Francie Scott, Thomfon, alias Billiecald, and certain other

their fociates, young profeft knaves, by cafting of their bonnets at him

in the kirk this day. The feffion ordained them to be apprehended.

Jan. 2. Thomfon only was apprehended, and taken to the gram-

mar fchool, and fcourged with Saint Bartholomew's taws.

Jan. 8. Compeared Robert Young, fkinner, who being acculed for

profaning of the Sabbath day, in playing at the leads with his fociates,

anfwered that John Lamb, ikinner, his matter, cauf'ed him bear his lead

Hones, and play with him, and that the laid John having been drinking

in James Myln's houl'e, and playing at the dice with Alexander Gil-

bert, mafon, all night until three hours in the morning, at his furth-

coming the faid John moft fhamefully abufed, ftruck, and dung him

down, and left him for dead. Having declared his repentance, he was

forgiven, upon a promife not to do the like again, under the penalty of

forty fhilling, and to pay twenty Ihillings to the poor, for his penalty,

between this and ^Vliitfunday.

Jan. 9. John Lamb appeared, and admitted the charge ; admoniihed

to amend, which he promifed to do.

Jan. 25. John Hynde, webfter, brought out of ward before

the Seffion, and was acculed for uttering of difdainful Ipeech againft

Mr John Guthry, minifter, in faying, " that he would be unlikely to
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" come in the pulpit, and that he wanted the webfter's handy work."

He anfwered, that in his rough humour after drink, he fpoke it, and

that it was otherwife taken and trapped. On his knees he declared

himfelf very forry for fpeaking- fuch like fpeeches, and offered him in

the Seffion's will, to underly iiich punifliment as they jQiould enjoin.

He is committed to ward till they refolve theranent. [Nothing farther

was done.3

May 18. The Seffion as yet fufpends Mr Henry Adamfone from

exerciling his office of public reading till fuch time as they deliberated

thereanent, and find fit time to re-enter him.*

June 18. Mr Patrick Rynd, minifter at Dron, verbally complained

upon Patrick Crie, that he had blafphemed and flandered him, and his

daughter, in faying " You have lain with my wife, and would you now

" break my head
;
gang over to Sandy Meaffons daughters, and afk

them what Currie Wachter had ado with your daughter." Crie denied,

but the matter was proved againfl him ; the Prelbytery refufed to in-

terfere until a regular bill of complaint was preferred.

July 19. Three pounds delivered to Patrick Pitcairns wife. In part

payment of fix pounds for the price of a board cloath lent to the com-

munion tables, the laft time of the celebration of the Lord's Supper,

which was flolen.

30. David Sibbald declared he had caufed John Jamiefon and

David Allan mend the tongue of the preaching bell, and that they

craved therefor eight pounds, but he would not agree thereto ; the

Seffion gave ten merks.

• Mr Henry A damson was very penitent, and had satisfied for his fault, which he had

fallen into before marriage, but which of late had only become public. His aged father

James Adamson had been called in the beginning to attend the Session, and declare

what had become of bis servant woman Maige Runsiman, and who it was that was re-

puted to be the father of the child. (ScoTT.) After a rebuke he was re-admitted upon

the 1st of June 1621.
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Nov. 27. Adam Pateribn complained upon certain coddrochis

in Dionyfius Conqueror, Notar, his clofs, who dwell in laigh cellars

wanting chimneys ; wherethro' he and his family are not only abufed

with the fraoke and reek afcending up thro' the loftings of the houfes,

but alfo are in perils, and put in hazard of the burning of their lands.

He belides reports, that men at very fufpicious times refort even in the

night time, to certaine of the coddrochis, and that they are refetters of

that, which unfaithful fervants ileal furth of their raafters houfes.

Whereupon the council and feffion think it expedient the faid coddrochis

be removed, and that the faid Dionyfius be ordained to remove them,

and not to fet his houfes to any that will kindle Ingle therein that

want chimneis.*

Dec. 3. Forafmeikle as dilatation being made, that Janet Watfon

holds an houfe by herfelf where flie may give occafiou of flander, there-

fore Patrick Pitcairn, elder, is ordained to admonifli her in the lelfion's

name, either to marry, or then pafs to fervice, otherwife that the will

not be suffered to dwell by herfelf.

10. Robert Allan fmith fined 13s. 4d. for flioeing horfes on a

Sunday.

Jan. 15. 1622. Three pounds given to Archibald Steidman for

candle furniflied to the lanthorn at the kirk door this winter quarter.

24. Violet Gardener compeared, accufed of profaning the

Lord's landluary in flyting with Janet White immediately after their

private prayers j Ihe anfwered that the faid Janet had abufed her with

vile words, and that fhe forbore the faid Janet.t

March 4. Compeared James Tiu-nbull, accufed of relapfe in adul-

tery with Violet Henderfon. He confefTed, but alledged in excufe,

that Beffie Pringle, with whom he was joined lawfully in marriage,

* In a note, Scott observes tliat this order was not obeyed,

-j- " She was subsequently humbled on her knees to declare repentance, and was fined.
"
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had, without any lawful caufe, deferted from him by the I'pace of

twenty-two years.

The Seffion ordained letters to be dire6led to Mr Thomas Glafs

minifter at Cappoch, to caufe Beffie to confront her hufband, in order

that it might be afcertained whofe fault it was that they did not coha-

bit together.

He afterwards fatiffied as an adulterer.

11. Margaret Melling apprehended for iliffning ruffs and

overlays on a Sunday. She denied the charge, ftating flie was merely

laying up fome overlays. Being ilckly and near the time of her birth,

Ihe was admonifhed on her knees to keep the Sabbath day.

March 11. Compeared Dodlor Patrick Hay, doctor of medicine, and

confelfed his fin of fornication with Helen Cathrow, who, on his knees,

declared his repentance, and for his exemption from the ward and

Crofs Head, paid a double angell, and promifed to compear on the ftool

for declaration of his public repentance when it Ihall be required.

25. John Thomfon and John Robertfon are enjoined, that on

the Sabbath days, they remove the beggars that Hand in the kirkgate,

kirkwyndes, and at the kirk doors,—and if the beggars will not be re-

moved for them, to give up their names to the Seffion, that they may

take order with them.

26. Janet Brown, who had confefled ftie was with bairn to

Alexander Chapman, having no money to redeem her from ward, or

the Crofs Head, was committed to the Tower.

April 1. Conform to a fupplication given in by James Gibfon,

ringer of the bells before the Seffion, craving a coat, breiks, flianks, and

flioes, to his marriage day, and for the more decent difcharge of his

lervice on the days of the celebration of the Lord's fupper ; his fuit

was granted, and David Sibbald mailer of the holpital ordained to

furnifli the fame to him.
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9- Which day John Fleming, baillie, refolving with the Sef-

fion what form of punifhraent Iliall be enjoined to John Keir's wife for

putting violent haads on him, and for wounding him in the head with

a pair of taings,—it is concluded that ilie, on the next mercat day, pafs

barefooted, holding up the fame taings, in her right hand, above her

head thro* the ftreets of the town,

April 25. Compeared William Paterlbn, and on his knees declared

his repentance for raiklefs fwearing on the flreet *' by the wounds of

the body of our Saviour."

June 13. Given for reparation of that part of the kirk, which was

demoliflied by the down falling of Hones of the pend befide the tower,

four pounds four fliillings.

July 15. Various perfons punifhed for palling to Scoon on a

Sunday.

Aug. 19. Perfons craving the benefit of marriage, are ordained to

compear the night before the folemnization, and give their purgation if

they have had carnal deall before the time or not.

Sept. 3. Forafmeikle as of before the Seffion ordained John

Thomfon to give hofpitality to the young little one his oye, and he pro-

mifed fo to do ; and that otherwife, if he did not, he was premoniflied,

that an half merk of his weekly wage iliould be withdraAvn from him,

and given to them that would give his oye hofpitality } and becaufe that

he has negle6ted to do as was enjoined, and contrary to natural pity,

has fuffered the young thing to be under Hairs, and it has been feen ly-

ing objected to wind and weet ; therefore the Seffion ordain that the

faid John be anfwered, but half an merk weekly of his wage in time

coming, and the other half thereof to be given to Janet Gardner to

fuftain his oye.

Aug. 15. Upon liipplication made to the Seffion for the Lady
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Craig-ie, the SefTion continues and overfees her abiding here, being great

Avith child, and but lately come here for the fpace of eight days.

Sept. 16. The Seffion ordains the Lady Craigie to obtain Mr Wil-

liam Black, minifter at Dumbarny, his teftimonial, that flie has fatiffied

the kirk for her fornication, otherwife that £he have no longer relidence

within Perth.

Nov. 11. Several wrights delated, as having made mort kills for the

dead on the Sabbath day. They promifed to have in time coming cof-

fins by them ready made both for young and old.

12. A baker and his fervants are humbled on their knees, and

fined for having baken on the Sabbath day, fome manfchots for my Lord

Chancellors fupper, [altho at his Lordlhips Ipecial requeft.]

Jan. 27. 1623. Twelve fliillings allowed as the price of a new key

for the lock of the north kirk door.

March 31. Sixteen fliillings of weekly salary to James Giblbn, ringer

of the bells.

April 15. Margaret Hormfcleuch ftifpected offorcery, being warned

to compear this day before the Seffion, and not compearing, is ordained

therefor to be warded.

May 5. She compeared, acculed, if Robert Chryfties daughter at the

miln of Huntingtour came to her with meal and beef to feek help to

their cow. She denied this. Being alked if flie heard that certain

years fyne Patrick Patens wife her cows milk was taken from her by

forcery ? She alio denied this. Alked if a poor woman that lodged

with her a certain fpace, fought health to her fick bairn for Gods caufe.

She confefled that flie anfwered, " Let them give her health that took

it from her bairn." She was committed to ward in the tower till flie

be tried for forcery.

June 2. Compeared Henry Balneaves, alledging that Margaret

Hormfcleuch refts to him of bypaft maill, ten pounds, and offered the

M
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cow to Mr Sibbald for payment thereof, which he refufed to accept,

and defires the faid Henry, to fatiffy him of the furniiliing made by him

to the faid Margaret, and to furnifli her in time coming, and to bruick

the cow ; which the faid Henry refufed to do, but is content to fatiffy

him for his bypail furnilhing, and to meet thereupon after prayers this

niglit.

The Seffion appoint Michael Baxter and Ifobell Lamb to the four

Ihillings which Ilabell Haldane has, equally betwixt them, and continue

it with the faid Ifabell Haldane* during her warding.

July 3. Thomas Wilfon accufed for difperfoning of Mr Henry

Adamfon, reader, " That if he were not in the place of a reader, he

" would thraw his nofe," with other contemptible ipeeches. The faid

Thomas replied, that the faid Henry began firfl to blafpheme him, and

to call him " deboiflied dyvour," which he would take in hand to prove

by Walter Balneaves and John Bloffon. The Seffion think it expe-

dient the parties be reconciled, and becaufe the faid Thomas's offence

is thought to be greatelt, the Seffion ordain the faid Thomas to crave

the laid Mr Henry's pardon, which he did, and they took each other by

the hand.

21. Thirty Qilllings paid for a tow to the preaching bell.

24. Janet Barry accufed for conlultation with witches in feek-

ing health at them, as at the devil and his inftruments, to her bairn.

Denies, llie knew the women to be witches of whom fhe fought means

of health to her bairn. She acknowledges her oifence againft God and

the congregation. She was afterwards ordained to Hand in white

fheets under the bell firings the next Sabbath before noon, there to con-

fefs her faid offence, and declare her repentance, and to pay before Sun-

day twenty merks to the ufe of the poor. Six of these merks paid to Mr

• She was one of the witches. (Scott.)
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Archibald, in part payment of what he delivered on account of Hormf-

cleiich. The reft put in the Thefaurey.

Aug. 11. Conform to citation, compeared Janet Jacklbn, and is ac-

cufed for confulting with witches, and following their advice for health

to her bairn, in that fhe employed umquhill Ifabell Haldane, to go fi-

lent to the well of Ruthven, and filent back again with water to wafli

her bairn. The laid Janet confeffes that the faid Ifobell brought the

water, and waflied her bairn therewith, and that the faid Ifabell did it

unemployed by her, and that llie put her bairn thro' an cake made of

nine curries [pickles] of meal gotten from women, married maidens,

and that it is an common practice ufed for curing bairns of the cake

mark. She is ordained to compear the next ThuriUay, to fiiflain cen-

I'ure anent the premifes.

Compeared Duncan Tawis and his wife, and are accufed of palling to

Black Ruthven to Janet, Witch, to feek help to their bairn. They con-

feffed their going there ; but that they knew not llie was an witch, but

that the bruit went that llie could help bairns who had gotten an dint

of ill wind. They are ordained to compear at the next warning.

Compeared Grizel Hefpline, and is accufed for feeking help at Mar-

garet Hormfcleuch, for the remeid of her difeafe, which fhe could not

deny. Continues her cenfure thereanent, till farther advertifement and

compearance.

Auguft 19- Conform to citation, compeared Peter Gardner, baxter,

and is accufed for profaning of the Lord's day, in holding of his booth

open to fell bread, as namely the laft Sabbath day aforenoon. Anlwered

that it was without his knowledge, and that the like fliall not be done

by him, nor none of his hereafter. He is licentiate to take bread to his

own houfe, to ferve the neceflities of neighbours, as they lliall happen

and require, but not openly in his booth ; which he promifes to do

according to the Seffion's injundlion. Farther, he is ordained to fliew
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the will of the Seffion to John Henderfon, deacon, thereanent, which

he promifes to do.

Conform to citation, compeared John Bog, and is accufed for not

reforting to God'a fervice on the Sabbath days. Anfwered thereto, that

when he may come, he does it. But by occafion of his ficknefs, he is

lettit therefrom divers times, as neighbours know.

Secondly, Is acculed for not communicating at the Lord's table with

the reft of this congregation. Anfwered ,that he did communicate yearly

thereat, except the laft time of the celebration thereof, that he in the

meantime was deadly fick.

Thirdly, Is accufed upon great flander rifen of him, that his purfe

being ftolen from him, he ufed devilifh means to get intelligence thereof,

the time of the laft tempeftuous winds, which did great hurt to the fruits

of the earth. Anfwering thereto, he fat down on his knees, and with

fliedding of tears, abundantly purged himfelf thereanent, faying, that it

was true that he wanted his money, which was ftolen fiirth of his kift

by thieves ; that he purged his wife, daughter, and fon-in-law there-

anent, and befought God to ftrike him dead inftantly to death, if ever

he ufed any fuch indiredl methods to get knowledge of his money ; but

that he wants it as yet ; whereupon the Seffion, till farther tryal anent

the premiffes, remits him.

September 8. Conform to citation, compeared Alexander Lock-

hart, and is firft accufed for profaning of the Lord's day, in kindling

ingill to his furnace on Sunday was fourteen days, about five hours at

even. Anfwered, that it was after eight hours, and that if he had known

it been offenfive either to God, or man, he would not have done it till

Monday, and promifes not to commit the like hereafter.

Secondly, Is accufed for that he accompanied Ifabell Haldane in going

filent at midnight to the water, and in bringing thereof lilent, to walh

Andrew Duncan's bairn, which fmells of forcery and witchcraft, and of
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infidelity to the living Lord. Anfwered, that whatfoever he did therein

was of ignorance, and of no ill pretence. Submitting him in thtfSeflion's

will thereanent, he is convicSled in an penalty of four pounds.

Sept. 29. John Skinner convi6t:ed in a penalty of five merks, for

roaring, going through the ftreet with great fliouting, and crying

;

when the tokens of God's indignation were upon the city, by famine

among the poor, and great mortality of the people. He was fined five

merks, and ordained to Hand up in the taylor's feat on a funday before

noon, and there in pretence of the congregation declare his repentance.

0(SI. 30. Compeared James Wilfon, Pyper, accufed for playing on

the great pype under iilence of night, the time of the infolency ufed by

John Skinner and his complices, to the offence of God and terrifying of

neighbours, as tho' either fire or fword had been within the town. He

anfwered, that they compelled him to play to them, and he promifed

never to do the like hereafter. Being humbled on his knees, he de-

clared his repentance.

Nov. 12. No convention of bretheren, nor excercife, through the

vehemency and tempeft of the weather.

Dec. 9. Compeared Andrew Gall in Muirtown, accufed of profaning

the Lord's day the time of the afore and afternoon's lermon, the day of

the marriage of John Bennet, with dancing and minftrelly, he and his

colleagues. Being humbled on his knees, he declared his repentance

therfor, and paid twenty Ihillings.

March 30. 1624. A woman flanderoufly reported of, endeavoured

to excufe herfelf by faying, that men reforted to her houle for wafliing

and ftifling of their ruffs.

June 9. There is produced a fupplication to the Prelbytery from

the burgh of Dumfermling, manifefting the lamentable ruin of that

town by violence of fire, which happened on the twenty firft day of

May laft, bypaft, 1624', and dehring the brethren to move their people
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to help them. The Prelbj'tery ordains ilk brother to intimate the fame

to their parifliioners the next Sonday, and prepare them to gather a col-

ledlion to help them, and to make the fame ready, and bring it in, the

firft Wednefday of July next to come.

July 12. John Davidfon, fcribe to the Seffion, fliewed that he had

extraordinary pains anent the depofitions of the witches the laft year,

having wrote divers copies thereof, befides the booking of the iame.

Whereupon the Seffion ordain the Mailers of Hofpital, to dilcharge

him of the annuals adepted forth of the lands fometime pertaining to

Oliver Makifon of the two terms laft bypaft.*

March 3. 1631. Compeared Ifabell Hunter, lamentably declaring,

that upon the firft day of March inftant, at ten hours at even, David

Duff came into their houfe, and paffed with a lighted candle to the

chamber where her hulhand lies, and looked in his face, laying to him,

" That the pi6lure of death is in his face, and that if he lived three

" Sundays hereafter, he would live three hundred years." Whereat

Ihe being offended that he ftiould give her hufband fuch dull comfort,

faid to him, " David, are ye a witch, that ye can dilcern upon life and

" death, and time thereof ?" He moft flanderoufty anfwered, •' You
•' and your mother have witched him to lie pining in his bed till he

" die," with iundry other fpeeches, moft flanderous, both againft her

hufband, herfelf, and mother, and againft John Conqueror and his

Ijooufe ; uling great perturbation in the houfe, and would not pafs

forth thereof, until he was put forth by violence ; and after he was put

forth, and the yett fteiked, he would not refrain from fpeaking moft

flanderous fpeeches, and fo that the faid David had committed both

oppreffion and the higheft degree of llander againft them.

» The volume of the Register fiom Oct. 17. 1624, till January 1631, is stated by

Mr Scott to have been lost.
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He compeared and confeffed part of the charge, but excufed himfelf

upon the ground of his being overcome with drink. The whole charge

being proved againft him by the evidence of Matthew Lamb, and John

Conqueror, he was ordained to be put in ward, initil he pay a penalty

conformable to his offences, one half to be applied to the ufe of the

Seffion and the other half to the bailHes ule.

7- Compeared William GillelJDie, adulterer, accufed for his

milbehaviour on the ftool yefterday, in laughing, when he fhould rather

have weeped. He excufed himfelf, that a neighbour having nodded

his head to him, moved him to fhiile only. He is admoniflied to behave

himfelf in that place, as having an forrowful heart for the fin of adul-

tery, as he would procure the mercy of God.

Compeared James Brown, and James Burnman, and

are accui'ed for profaning the Lord's day on funday was twenty days,

in playing, they and William Arnot, at dice and cards, the time of the

afternoon's fermon. They denied the charge, and Brown promifed to

pay the Seffion twenty pounds, if the charge were proved against him,

and Burnman, that if it was, he would be contented to be fcourged

through the town.

April 25. The Seffion ordain Mr Patrick Johnfton and Robert

Burrell to pafs to Mr John Dorward, mailer of the grammar fchool,

and ffiew him that it is the Seffion's will, that he admit not Sir John

Ogilvy's fons to come within his Ichool. [Sir John was a papift.]

Ferafineikle as there is a great bruit and rumour paffing

through this burgh, that certain wives were feen douking, and walking

on the water, befide the Lady Bow about midnight ; therefore the Seffion

exhorts every elder within his own quarter, to try the names of the faid

wives, and the perfons that faw them, that they may bear witnefs

againfl them.

26. Five honelt men's wives having compeared, it was laid to
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their charge, that in the time of the afternoon's fermon, they had drunk

aquavytie very extraordinarily.*

May 4. Gave to an poor woman, to buy a peck of aiken bark for

Icheiring of her child of a confirmed ftone, lix fhillings.

1 6. Forafmeikle as the Seflion being informed of the great

profanities that cuftomably are ul'ed at Lykwalkis, by certain profane

perlbns, that purpofely refort thereto for that efFe6l, and that they ule to

come at midnight to honell men's houfes, when they are upon reft, and

knock at their yetts, declaring that certain fpecial friends belonging to

them have taken an Hidden ficknefs tending to death, putting thefe per-

lbns at whofe yetts they report thefe things inider great fear, and

cauling them in an fuddentie to rife forth of their beds, to the vilitation

of thofe reported to be in the faid fudden ficknefs, and find it but done

in derifion and mockery, tending to the offence of God and honeft

neighbours :—for reftraining of fuch profanity in time coming, the Sef-

lion have ordained that the council convene with them the next Seffion

day, to fettle an ordinance anent fobriety and godly exercifes, to be

ul'ed at Lykwalkis, and that profane perfons be not admitted thereto

in any time thereafter. [No a6l feems to have been made for this pur-

pofe.]

July 8. Fifteen fliillings given by Andrew Bell, mafter of hofpital,

to an north land gentlewoman become frantic thro' tineing of her huf-

band, burnt in the place of Frendraught.

26. Gilbert Henderlbn was convi6led of calling the Seffion

" falfe lownes, falfe knaves, a turd for you all," and punilhed by a fine

of L. 100, (to repair the vaults of the kirk,) befides declaring his repen-

tance on his knees, craving forgivenefs of God, and alking pardon of

the Seffion,—which fentence he complied with.

* The greatest part of the above minute is much torn. It appears from this and

other instances, that about this time the women of Perth frequently held gossiping clubs.
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April 30. 1632. Forafmeikle as Dumie mifbehaved himfelf the laft

Sabbath day in the kirk, iding profaneness, and thereby making tumult

and commotion, making the people to have an unreverent behaviour in

God's houfe ; therefore he is ordained to be difpatched [out] of the

burgh, like as he was for the like milbehaviour, dilpatched forth of the

town of Edinburgh.

May 21. Compeared Laurence Boik, and Janet Black his fpoufe,

accufed for charming. They confefled that they would ibmetimes

ufe fome holy words for healing of fhotts and fores, which words are

thele,

—

Thir sairis are risen thro' God's work,

And must be laid thro' God's help

;

The mother Mary, and her dear Son,

Lay thir sairis that are begun.

Ordained to compear this day eight days. [Nothing further feems to

have been done.]

Sept. 17. Difburfed at the command of the minifters, reported by

Mr Archibald [Steedman, officer,] to an young man called Stewart,

ion to umquhil the Earl of Orkney, ieven ihillings. *

• This son, (who, bad he been a bastiird, would have been described as such,) is not

noticed by the peerage writers. Donglas, in particular, states, that Earl Patrick, who

was beheaded in October 1613, left no issue. What a melancholy proof of the insta-

bility of human greatness ! The son of an Earl of Orkney, a descendant of James V.

receiving seven shillings Scots, of alms, as a pauper, from the Kirk Session of Perth.





AN

EXAMINATION

ALLEGED DESCENT OF JOHN EARL OF GOWRIE FROM
MARGARET QUEEN OF SCOTLAND, WIDOW OF

JAMES THE FOURTH.

There are probably few points in Scottilh hiftory involved in greater

obfcurity, than that myfterious event commonly denominated the

Gowrie Confpiracy. Indebted as the public is to Mr Pitcairn, for his

induftry and refearch in colledling together all the particulars connedled

with that dreadful tragedy, I am by no means difpofed to admit his

affumption, that the refult of his inveftigations has for ever put the

queftion to rest. On the contrary, there are lb many oppolite ftatements

to reconcile, ib many improbabilities to remove, and lb many apparent

inconiiftencies to explain, that whether the king or the fubje(ft was the

confpirator, is, in my humble opinion, by no means clear.

It is not my intention to enter upon the merits of the controverly
;

and the prefent enquiry has merely reference to an hiftorical ftatement

of Bifliop Burnet, which has been recently adopted by the Rev. James

Scott, as the foundation of a very ingenious theory, introduced by him

in his valuable, though far from accurate account of the Gowrie family. *

* Edinburgh, 1818, royal 8vo.
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Margaret Tudor, eldeft daughter of Henry VII. born in the year

1489, was married firft, 1503, to James IV. by whom Ihe had James V.

and next to Archibald the great Earl of Angus, by whom fhe had Lady

Margaret Douglas, Countefs of Lennox, and mother of Lord Darnley.

Having divorced him, flie afterwards married Henry Stewart, (fecond

Ion of Lord Evandale,) the firll Lord Methven. She died in 1541.

The prefent enquiry relates to the alleged iffue of the third marriage.

Bifliop Burnet, from the general value of whofe works I by no means

wifh to detradl, in confequence of the few inaccuracies which may be

Burnet, l2mo. found in them, Hates, that " Queen Margaret, after her divorce from
vol. i. p. 24.

. -r, .

" the Earl of Angus, married one Francis Stewart, and had by him a

" ion, who was made Lord Methven by King James V. In the patent,

" he is called » Frater nofter uterinus.' He had only a daughter, who

*' was mother or grandmother to the Earl of Gowrie ; lb that by this,

" he might be glad to put the King out of the way, that he might ftand

" neareft the fucceffion to the crown of England."

Although the Bifliop had been corredl in his fa6ls, his inference ap-

pears by no means warranted, as the Earl of Gowrie could have gained

little by removing the King, lb long as oflFfpring of his Majefly exifted;

and it is well known, that beiides Prince Henry, his daughter Elizabeth

had been born, and that at the date of the confpiracy, the Queen was

enceinte. The deatli of the King would confequently have been of

little benefit, unlefs thefe infuperable bars to his Lordfliip's ambitious

attempts could have been removed ; and it is a remarkable fadl con-

nedled with the controverly, that there is not the flighteft evidence

attempted to be adduced by the writers on the royal fide of the queftion,

that the Earl of Gowrie had taken meafures to get pofleflion of the

Queen and her children ; a Hep indiipenfibly neceflTary, if there had

been any intention either to murder or confine the King.

On the other hand, Mr Scott arrives at a conclufion, quite oppof'ed
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to that of the Bifliop. Affuming- the defcent from Queen Margaret,

he very plaufibly argues that it was the King's obje6l to deftroy the

Earl, as from the favour his Lordfliip had found in the eyes of Queen

Elizabeth, he might be a dangerous competitor for the" English crown.

This theory, however, is entirely fallacious ; and a reference to the

records, will at once fliew the inaccuracy of Burnet, and the complete

fallacy of the Earl's royal defcent.

It is not difputed that Queen Margaret was the firft wife of Henry

Stewart, afterwards Lord Methven. The precife date of the marriage

does not appear. It is ftated in the Peerage, that fhe was married in Wofid's Pftrase,

vol. ii. p. 229.

March 1526. She had, however, previoufly cohabited with him for

fonie time.

Under the date of the 17th of July 1528, there is to be found a char- Register of the

Great Seal, lib.

ter to Margaret Queen of Scotland, and Henry Stewart her fpoufe, and xxii. No. 126.

to the furvivor of them, in conjundl fee, and to the heirs male lawfully

procreated between them, or to be procreated, whom failing, to the

King and his i'ucceflbrs, granting and difponing, •' pro carnali amore et

" favore quos erga prefatam carissimam matrem nostram habemus, et

" gerimus, ac pro bono, fideli, et gratuito fervicio, nobis, per prefatum

" Henricum fratrem germanum confanguinei noftri Andreae Domini

" Avondale impenso et impendendo, necnon pro nostri honoris exalta-

" tione, totas et integras terras noflras, et dominium de Methven,

" cum castris molendinis, pifcarijs, ac etiam terras et dominium de

" Balquhidder cum molendinis," in the county of Perth, united and

incorporated into the barony of Methven. This charter is dated at

Stirling in the 15th year of the reign of King James V. In favour

of Lord Methven and the Queen, various other grants occur in the

Regifter.

Of this marriage, there appears to have been at leaft one Ton, what-

ever other children it may have produced ; and although this fa6t
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has been queflioned by many writers, there does not feem to be any

lufficient ground for the doubt. Bifhop Lefley, in his Hiftory, in fpeak-

LesliBiHist.p.487.ing of the battle of Pinkie, fays, «« In eo prselio Scoti odlo millia deli-
nomae, 1587. 4to.

" derarunt, e quibus plurimi primse nobilitatis principes, ac in primis

" Dominus Flemingus, Dominorum Levingftoni, Ogilvii, Aven-

" dalii, 3feffunii, Ruthveni, et Roffii, filii heredes, quos J/og-?Vro« vo-

" camus, Lochinvarius Baro," &c. As Lefley was a contemporary,

he may fairly be coniidered as the beft poflible authority ; and as, on

the one hand, it is admitted that the Queen was Lord Methven's firft

wife, and that flie did not die until the year 1541, while it is proved,

on the other hand, that a Master of Methven was killed at the battle

of Pinkie upon the l6th of September 1547, the conclufion that he

was the Ion of the Queen and Lord Methven, feems irrefiftible.

AlTuming that the Mailer of Methven was the fon of the Queen,

Mr Scott contends, that the Dorothea Stewart, whom it is matter of

notoriety Lord Ruthven married, was his daughter. If this could be

proved, it is obvious that, failing King James the VI. and his ilTue,

John Earl of Gowrie would have been next heir to the Englifli crown.

But the fuppofition is altogether erroneous. Dorothea Stewart was

not the daughter of the matter of Methven, but of his father : and it is

a remarkable circumilance that this Lady was by birth illegitimate, in

evidence of which alTertion, reference may be made to the Privy Seal

Lib. 24. folio 79. Record, where there is to be found, " Legitimatio Henrici Stewart,

" Jonete Stewart, Margarete Stewart, et Dorothie Stewart, baftardo-

" rum, filii et filiarum naturalium Henrici Domini Methven, inter

" ipfum et Jonetam Stewart, comitiflam de Sutherland, procreatorum,"

dated at Edinburgh, 16 Sep. 1551.

This document eftabliflies, that Henry Lord Methven had by Janet

Stewart four natural children, a Ion, and three daughters, the youngeft

of whom was Dorothea ; and that flie was the Dorothea that married



JOHN EARL OF GOWRIE. 103

William fourth Lord Ruthven, and afterwards the firft Earl of Gow-

rie, is proved by certain proceedings in the Sheriff Court of Perthfliire,

for an abftradl of which I am indebted to George Smythe, Esq. a mem-

ber of this Club :
—" -ith June 1567- Removing at the inftance of

" Dame Janet Stewart, Lady Methven, liferentrix of the lands of

" Bachilton, againll George Oliphant pretended occupier thereof.

—

" Obje6led for the defence, that my Lord Ruthven is not a judge com-

" petent, becaufe he married the purfuer's daughter, and therefore is

*' fufpedl. The Sheriff principal declined himfelf, 7th June 1567."

" Lady Methven, v. George Oliphant. The defender propones re-

" cufative againll John Murray (of Cluthybeg) that he may not cognofce

" in this caufe, as judge incompetent ; and that becaufe he attingis in

" affinitie and confanguinitie with my Lord Sheriff principal, who was

" Ion to Patrick Lord Ruthven, quhilk Patrick was fon to umquhill

" William Lord Ruthven, quhais filler Ifabel, married to John Murray

•« of Wallaceton, afterwards of Tibbermae, is the faid John Murray's

" mother, and that William Lord Ruthven is now marriet to the pur-

" fuer's dochter ; and that my Lord Methven married the faid William

" Lord Ruthven's filler—Anfwered for the purfuer, that the objection

" Ihould be repelled, becaufe there is no reckoning made juftly, or in

" confanguinitie or affinitie betwixt Janet Stewart principal purfuer,

" and the faid John Murray depute."

Dame Janet Stewart Lady Methven is thus proved to have been

mother-in-law of Lord Ruthven ; and as his wife was imdoubtedly

Dorothea Stewart, it may with perfedl lafety be affirmed that flie was

the identical Dorothea legitimated l6th Sept. 1551 ; confequently that

John Earl of Gowrie's alleged defcent from Queen Margaret is alto-

gether imaginary. This fingular millake is a convincing proof of the

extreme caution with which all traditionary reports Ihould be received
;

for excepting the old rhyme referred to by Scott, the date of which
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does not appear, the report is to be traced to the comparatively modern

authority of Burnet, and of a Vifcount Strathallan, who, in certain

Memoirs of the Drummond family compiled in the year 1681, commits

the additional blunder of calling Dorothea the immediate daughter of

the Queen.

It is only by the aid of records and other authentic muniments,

that hiftory can ever be placed upon a lolid foundation. It is, indeed,

lingular how many miftakes have in modern days been corredled by this

authentic mode of inveffigation, and how many accredited fa€ts have

been proved to be entirely fidlitious. In verity, there is much truth

in the diftich alleged by Calderwood to have been anciently painted on

a chinmev-piece in the caftle of Ruthven, now called Huntingtower,*

and which may not unappropriately be introduced here as concluding

my obfervations :

—

Vera diu latitant, sed longo temporis usu

Eniergunt tandem quae latuere diu.

* As the Gowrie family was so much connected witli Perth, a print of Huntingtower

has here been inserted, from a copperplate fnrtiished by my friend Mr David Laing.











NOTICE
RELATIVE TO ROBERT LORD SANQUHAR.*

The execution of Robert Crichton, Lord Sanquhar, for the murder

of a fencing-mailer, named Turner, although an act of llrict jullice,

created a conliderable fenfation at a period when rank and fortune

were deemed lufficient to cover all enormities. The caufe of the mur-

der, and the fa6ts connected with its perpetration, are too well known

to admit of repetition ;t and I Ihould not have deemed it neceflkry to

trouble the reader with any commentary, had I not accidentally met

with a very remarkable letter, which I thought might, without im-

propriety, be transferred from an old newfpaper, where it repofes, to

the prefent volume.

During the excitement produced by the trial of Earl Ferrers for the

murder of his fteward, there was much fpeciilation whether he would

be (ionvi6led, and if conviiSled, whether he would be executed ; and

the public journals were filled with obfervations, principally, I am

lorry to lay, againll him ; for, fo far as I can lee from the evidence,

he was clearly affected with inlanity. As the execution of a nobleman

for felony was a very unufual occurrence, people began to fearch for

parallel cafes, when the lenience againft Lord Sanquhar was brought

to recolle6lion, and a comparilbn between the two inllituted,—al-

though they did not admit of comparifon, as the one murder was of

the moft ruffianly deibription, while the other, if not committed by a

confirmed madman, was perpetrated by an individual evidently at the

time labouring under infanity.

• Cliroiiick', p. 13. f See Wood's Peerage, vol. i, p. 450.

O
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Among other relative communications, the enfuing letter was ad-

dreffed to the author of the Edinburgh Chronicle ; and as the principal

fa6ls were derived from a member of the Hyndford family, and pre-

fent an appearance of truth, it will be read with much intereft.

To the author oftlie Edinburgh Chronicle.

Sir,

Upon reading the ilory of Robert Creichton, Lord Sanquhar, related

in your paper. No. 145. a refledlion naturally occurs to thole who are

acquainted with the hiftory and charadler of James VI. How he who

in Scotland pardoned treafons, even againft his liberty and his perfon,

as often almoft as they were committed by the powerful and fa6lious

nobility, and who afterwards pardoned Somerfet and his fiend-like wife

for the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, even after all the dreadful

curies he had imprecated upon himfelf and his pofterity, if he Ihould ever

forgive them ; how he, I fay, fliould be altogether inexorable to this

young Lord, is an anecdote not unworthy of the public attention. It

is indeed true, that Lord Sanquhar had taken a bafe and unjuftifiable

revenge upon a icoundrel who had inlblently hurt him ; but to this he

had been ipurred on by his French education, and by that unlucky

queftion put to hira by Henry IV. if the man who had put out his eye

was alive ? Every body knows that a blow given to a gentleman in

France, can only be expiated by the death of him who gave it ; and

how much more provoking is the lofs of an eye put out by a fencing-

niafter ? it being againft all the known rules of thole fchools, to pulh

at any part above the Ihoulder. This indeed fometimes happens among

young beginners, but could never happen to a mailer but by dehgn
;

and feems to have been done in revenge of my Lord's telling him that

he puflaed like a fcholar. Thefe circumftances feem no fmall allevia-
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tions of his guilt. Add to this, that he was the lineal heir of the great

Sir William Creighton, Chancellor to our lawgiver James I. and whofe

authority and abilities, joined to an intrepid courage, upheld the crown

during the minority of his fon James II. againft the overgrown power

of the family of Douglas. Him our elegant hiftorian jurtly calls manu

et ingenio strenuus ; and though his cutting off the Earl of Douglas

and his brother in Edinburgh CEillle be equivocal, yet it is no more lb

than Cffifar's death in the lenate, and the Duke of Guife's at Blois.

However that be, his merits to the royal family were, it muft be al-

lowed, very great ; and that this young Lord had merit, appears by his

enjoying (fatally indeed for him) the familiarity of the greateft, bravett

prince, and the fineft gentleman that reigned in that, or perhaps in any

other age. All thele things puzzled me a little, who have the honour

to be delcended of that noble race. And I was let into the fecret by a

perfon of quality, * who was himfelf related to that family, whofe po-

lite learning and curious knowledge of anecdotes of this nature were

known to every body.

The ftory is this. When the Duke of Sully was fent over upon that

famous embaffy, of which he has given us an account in his letters,

King James gave him the mofi: Iblemn promifes, that he would fupport

Henry Avith all that vigour and gallant magnanimity with which the

glorious Elil'abeth had done ; and that he would enter into all the

heroic Ichemes proje6led between them two, for breaking the power of

the houle of Aullria, then fo juftly formidable to all Europe : but in-

liead of all this, Sully was hardly out of England, when James made

peace with Spain, and continued their dupe ever after. This entirely

ruined his reputation in France. Numberlefs were the jokes, the lar-

calms, and epigrams that were made upon him ; of which that famous

one which begins, Qicand Elisabeth fut Boy, was one. In the mean

• The Hon. AVilliam Carmicbael.
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time, at home, King James's flatterers called him the Solomon of the

age. It happened, that one day Lord Sanquhar was in a merry com-

pany at Paris, Avhen one of them laid, it was no wonder he was called

Solomon, fmce he was the Ion of David, alluding to the flory of David

Ilizzio. This Lord Creighton did not relent, but joined in the laugh.

James was told of this by fome malicious whil'perer ; and this was the

true reafon of his letting him fuffer death. So that he was really puniOi-

ed, not for killing one man, but for not killing another; for hearing a dull

pun, which one fliould be apt to think was not worth minding, efpe-

cially as it came from a Frenchman, in his own country ; and belides,

if my Lord had challenged the punfter, he loon would have had the

whole French court to have taken out, in the humour they were then

in, and confidering the rage of duelling, which then prevailed ; and

even at this time we are confcious how indecent freedoms we take with

foreign Kings, and what a fine time a Frenchman would have, who

lliould take upon him to relent all the vile infolent fcurrilities that have

been uttered againft the King of France. But men of letters fhould

remember that Memnon, the bell of Darius's captains, hearing one day

a Ibldier rail at Alexander, ftruck him with his pike, and told him,

" You ral'cal, I hired you to fight againft Alexander, and not to defame

him."

I am, &c. J. J.
*

If the llatement in this letter be corredl, little credit ieems due to

his Majefly, on the fcore of inflexible juftice ; and it is indeed far from

improbable that the murder of Turner was deemed by James a trivial

matter, when put in competition with the charge of permitting the

inlinuation of the Frenchman to pals without notice.

• The name of tlie author 1 have been unable to ascertain.
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