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PREFACE.

IX
printing and circulatinf;- the following oniTospondoncc,

regarding tlie "Worlc on Ancient INhisical Instruuients, -wiiiih

I sold to ]\rossrs. A. ^t C. Black in Nnvomhcr 1884, T think

it I'iglit to state that I have lieen mainly induced, and, imlced,

conapellod to do so, by my own feelings, and by the complaints

}nade by friends who had favoured me with the loan of rare and

valuable musical instruments, in order that I might prepare

drawings and descriptions of these instruments for publication

in my Work. I am sure that a perusal of the correspondence

will satisfy them that any grievance they may feel cannot, in

.justice, be imputed to me.

I may explain that it was my original intention myself to

publish the "Work, which I had long had in contemplation and

preparation, as will be seen by the letters from 'Mr. Hipkins, to

whom I had showni/^ii-y ilra'wings, .etc., five years before I sold

the Work to the INIessi's. Black, and whose high approval thereof

encouraged me in my undertaking. With this view, after great

trouble, labour, and expense in the way of completing the design

and scope of the Work, obtaining and selecting subjects, and

making the drawings, I prepared and printed, in proof, a Pro-

spectus of the Work, a copy of Avhich is annexed hereto, and

secured the names of a very satisfactory number of .subscribers,

and, jNIr. llipkius, having voluntarily ollered to write a prefiice

to the Work and to revise the descriptions ^vhich were to form

the letterpress, I employed Mr. Gibb, Chromo-lilhugrapher, to

reproduce my drawings by chromo-lithography, and two were

done as specimen-plates for the information of intending sub-

scribers, and of the public. After the proof-prospectus and

these specimen-plates had been prepared, Avith the know-

ledge and approval of Mr. Gibb, that gentleman approached me



pm;

on belialf of tlie ^lessrs. Black, with a view to induce me to

sell tlie Work to them, and, as Avill be seen from the correspon-

dence, it was eventually sold to them, on the footing that I

was to furnish the plates and letterpress for the Work, and, as I

understood, was, as is usual, to be consulted regarding it during

its progress to publication ; and that, of course, the Work
was to be published as mine, and that, although I had sold it to

them, there remained with me a right to see that it was published

in my name and in no other. This bargain, in regard to a whole

and complete work, was concluded after full and careful enquiry

had been made by the ^Messrs. Black, and, after they and their

manager, ]Mr. IM'Glashen, as well as ]\Ir. Gibb, had examined the

drawings (43 in number) which I had up to that time executed,

and on the design and drawing of which they highly compli-

mented me. The correspondence will show the terms of the

bargain, and will also show what followed after the sale of the

Work, viz. :—My agreement with ]Mr. Hipkins as to the rate of

remuneration he was to receive for his services in the matter ; the

publication, within six months of the sale, by the Messrs. Black

of a Prospectus, erroneously attributing my drawings to Mr. Gibb

;

the disavowal and withdrawal of that Prospectus by the Messrs.

Black, and the pledge given by them in their letter of 14th

April 1885 that, when the Prospectus of the Work Avas issued,

my part in it would not be overlooked, and further, that " you

will be duly credited with the selection and drawing of the

instruments ;
" their arrangements which followed immediately

thereafter with ]\lessrs. Hii)kins and CJibb (of which I Avas kept

in ignorance) ; their attempt to induce me to take, for my Work,

one-half the price they had voluntarily agreed to jiay for it;

and, finally, tlieir virtual refusal to consult me in the publication

of the Work, or to submit the ])rospectus or preface to me, in

order that 1 might see tliat the pledge given in their letter of

14th Api'il 1885 was to be honourably carried out, or, indeed, to

let me know anything about the Work whatever. It is further



wurtliy of notice that, in my letter to Messrs. Jtlaek, of date 1 1th

January 1S86 (at jiage 21), I call their attention to a paragraph

in the Athen(V<im, of 14th November, concerning a book on instru-

ments they are there said to be about to publish, and that tliey,

in their letter of 20th January (page 22), say they know nothing

about it, and that, notwithstanding that disclaimer, the book

there described bears a wondrous resemblance to that now put

forth by ^lessrs. Black.

It has not been supposed, hitherto, so far as I am aware, that,

when an author has sold a book which he has written, or an

artist sold, to a firm of publisliers, drawings which he has de-

signed and executed, the credit of tlie book becomes one whit

loss the author's Avhen it comes to be published, or the credit of

the drawings one whit less the artist's when they are engraved or

lithographed and published; and I never imagined, when

I sold my Work to the jMessrs. lllack, that my connection

Avith it and the drawings, Avhich I had selected and executed,

had thereby ceased, and that the purchasers were e'ntitled to deal

with the Work as if it had been their own invention, to leave

out portions of it, and introduce other persons and other

matter without consulting me ; and, finally, to advertise tlie Work
without reference to its having been my invention and

selection originally, and, to a very large extent, prepared and

executed by me, and even to attribute my invention to the

persons Avhom I had employed to co-operate with me in the

preparation of my Work, and to whom I had, in confidence,

fully communicated the secret of my design and intention. I

aj)peal, with confidence, to authors and artists, and, indeed,

to any impartial person, to say whether this is a fair or usual

course of procedure, and, I am sure, the answer will be such as

to justify me in bringing my connection with this Work under

the notice of the public, bypuljlishing the annexed cori'espondence.

EOBERT GLEX.
.? .(• 3 North B(inh- Strvtf,

E,i;„hHiy/fi, A millet 1SS7.



MR. GLEN'S ORIGINAL PRO>SPLJC'TUS.

Ancient musical Instruments.

A SERIES OF WATER-COLOUR DRAWINGS

ROBERT GLEN,
Musical Indruiaeiit Maker, Edinlnirijh.

THESE DRAWINGS, lately on view in tlie Museum of the

Society of Antiquaries, elicited much admiration. At tlie

solicitation of numerous friends, ]Mr. Glex lias undertaken

to reproduce tliem in a form similar to those reproduced in

DRUMJroxD's Ancient Scottish Weapons.

The Illustrations, intrusted to ]\Ir. Williaj[ Gibc, will he

executed in the same careful and efficient style in which he

prepared Mr. Drummonp's Work.

IVIr. A. J. HiPKiNS, the well-known authority on the suliject

of JNIusical Instruments, has obligingly consented to supply the

necessary letterpress, which will embrace a description of ea(Or

article delineated.

The Work will be issued as a folio A'olume, 16^ in. by 12,

half-bound in INIorocco, containing 50 Plates, illustrating al)out

200 different subjects,—comprehending examples of Wind,

Reed, Percussion, and String Instruments ; also Horns, Bag-

pipes, Hautbois, Spinets, Drums, Harps, Lutes, Yiol dc

(iambias, ttc, tkc.

The impression will be restricted to 500 Copies, each duly

numbered and certified, after whicli the lithographic stones will

be destroyed.

The Price to Subscribers will be Five Guineas. Tlie right of

raising the Price after the first 300 Copies have been subscribed

•will be reserved.

No. .'.' North Bauk Strict,

EiUnhimih. l),,ri„h,r ISSi.



COPY CORRESPONDENCE.

Xo. 1.

Mr. A. J. HtPKiNs, Luudou, to ]\Ir. Hobkut Glen, EdiuLurgh.

oo Great Pulteney Street,

London, 4tli November ly7'J.

Dear Mr. Glen,—Your parcel has reached me in safety, and

is now at my dwelling-house, Xo. 100 Warwick Gardens, Ken-

sington. I cannot tell you hoAv much I am obliged to you for

your great kindness. I am going to enjoy the pleasure of look-

ing attentively through the drawings, whicli seem most accurate

and delightful, this evening. We appreciate drawings at my
house, my daughter being a painter and my son an engraver. iVly

article " Harp," in the Encydo[ia'dta Brltannlca, will, I trust,

show that I have been benefited l)y }'our friendly action. If I

can be of any use to you, I shall only be too happy.—Yours

very truly, A. J. HIPKINS.

K. Glen, Es(^.

Xo. -2.

Mr. A. J. HiriciNs, Loudon, to ]Mr. Rulekt Glen, Ediuliurgh.

London, .5th Xovembcr 1879.

L>EAR Mr. Glen,—Could you tell me where the " Lude "

harps are now 1 It would seem as if he, General Eobertson, gave

them to the Highland Society. Yet I have the impression they

are in Eoss-shire.



Your drawings are so accurate, and so beautiful, that I feel

tempted to show them to Carl Engel, of whom, of course, you

know. Unless you say no, I will do so. ^Tr. Engel has in

hand a magnum opus, embracing all the musical instruments

known in the world. Four big volumes, with 800 illustrations

already drawn.—Yours very truly, A. J. HIPKIXS.

Xo. 3.

Mr. A. J. Hii'KiNs, London, to Mr. Uobert Glex, Edinburgh.

London, 20th November 1879.

!My dear Sir,—I am very much obliged to you for the oppor-

tunity of reading your Lecture in the manuscript. I am sure it

will interest, and expect it will instruct me, on some points

about which you are likely to know more than me. We,
" Musicographers," are all mere struggling students as yet.

I will send the MS. back to you next week, Avith your very

nice drawings. The books, as you kindly permit, I will return

perhaps a little later.—With repeated thanks, yours very truly,

E. Gi.EN, Es(i. A. J. HIPKIXS.

No. 4.

Mr, A. J. Hirivixs, London, to ]Mr. Egbert Glen, Edinburgh.

London, 28th Xovember 1879.

Dear Sir,—Your books and drawings shall be forwarded by

railway to-morrow—carriage paid. I am grateful to you for

lending them to me, and have shown the drawings to some

artists, who highly appreciate the skill and taste shewn in them.

I would have sent them to-day, but kept them for your friend,

;Mr. M'Intyre Xorth, to sec. lie made careful inspection of

them, and appeared to be much pleased.

You have asked me for any remarks that might occur to me.

.Vt page 4, 1 should say the horn does not disdain the dissonant

gradations in the next higher octave to the concordant. The

same law obtains for rolumns of air and vibrating strings. The



ground tone in a wind instrument is rarely or never to be pro-

duced, but ^\'c get tbe partials ; first the octave ', then the fifth,

', the fourth, 3, the major third, 4, the minor third, s, a smaller
3' ' 4' J '5' '6'

minor third, 6, a kind of whole tone of 7 a whole tone of ^, of 9
' 7' 8' 9 loJ

etc., etc., gradually diminishing in geometrical series.

Page 7. The Hebrew musical instruments are all more or less

doubtful ; however, the consensus of opinion places the Xebel

or Xevel in the string category.

Page 18. The especial interest attached to the Ullard harp,

beyond its curious antiquity, is, that it has no front bar, thus

resembling the harps of Egypt and Assyria. I have no more to

say ; but as I see you have not gone beyond Lute, maybe my
article on that instrument in The Dictionary of Music and

Musicians will be of some use to you. I will enclose it with

your books. Please favour me by keeping it. Again thanking

you, and trusting your paper will be very successful.—-Yours

very truly, A. J. HIPKIXS.
ItOBERT Glen, Esq.

Xo. 5.

]\Ir. A. J. llii'Kixs, Loudon, to Mr. Kobekt Glen, Edinburgh.

Loudon, 12th February 1880.

My DEAR Sir,— 1 am very much obliged to you indeed for

sending me the newsi)aper containing the report of your inter-

esting communication to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.

I regret that I could not be present to hear it read. It was

^ cry kind of you t(j let me see the drawings as well as the draft

of the lecture. I feel sure the meeting Avas entertained as well

as edified. It is good sometimes to be reminded of what is past.

—Yours most truly, A. J. HIPKIXS.
li. Glen, Esq.



yo. G.

Mr. A. J. Hii'KiN«, London, to Messrs. J. tt 11. Glkn, Edinburgh.

London, 25th October 1884.

Dear Sirs,—I will do all in my power to promote tlie si;bscrip-

tion to your work. I presume you wisli me to distribute the extra

copies of your beautiful plates. I will do so with pleasure when
a good chance comes. At present no amateurs are forthcoming.

I cannot ask the ^[essrs. liroadwood, because at present they are

bent upon economy ; but, later on, Avhen I meet the Exhibition

people again I will see what can be done.

If you would leave tlie time to me I would write an essay fur

you, but I should like to hear from you A\diat form you think it

should take. If you would jot down your ideas anyhow, never

mind how hastily, I could perhaps take up what you intend,

and put it into shape.

* ******** *

—Yours, etc. A. J. HIPKLXS.

No. 7.

Mr. A. J. HiPKixs, London, to ^Er. Egbert Glex, Edinburgli.

London, 30th October 1884.

Dear ^h. Glkn,— * * * * * * *

If you will send me Drummond's book about December I shall

bo able to give attention to tlie Introductory ^Irticle for you,

and will gladly do so.***>'.•*** >• * *

—Yours, etc. A. J. IIIPKLXS.

X"(i. 8.

Mr. liOHKUT Gi.KN to Messrs. A. & (.'. ISi.ack, I'lliubuigh.

Edinburgh, 28th Xovembcr 1884.

Gk.ntle.men,—As requested by 'Mr. Gibb, I agree to sell my
work ou Ancient ^Musical Instruments, containing 50 plates of



Avatcr-colour drawings, with the material for descriptive letter

press, aud all rights connected therewith, for the sum of five

liundred pounds sterling (£500).

EOBEIIT GLEN.

Xo. 9.

Messrs. A. & C. JJlack to Mr. Egbert Glex, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 29th Xovember 1884.

Dear Sir,
—"We are favoured with your uoto of yesterday,

and beg to say that we are prepared to give £500 for your work

on Ancient ^Musical Instruments, including the drawings for the

50 plates, the letterpress, and all rights connected therewith

—

the drawings and letterpress to be delivered complete by (say)

the end of March next.

"We understand you have secured the services of ^h. Hipkins

to prepare the letterpress, and that his remuneration will foiiu

part of the above sum.—Believe us, yours, etc.

A. & C. BLACK.

Xo. 10.

^Ir. A. J. lIu'KiNs, London, to ^h. Egbert Glex, Edinburgh.

London, 4th December 1884.

Dear Sir,— In reply to your letter of the 29th ultuno, 1 con-

gratulate you on the sale of your Avork to the ^Messrs. Black.

Had the publication remained your own speculation, it was

not my intention to make my contribution to it a matter of

business ; as now it will be, at your expense I propose to charge

you at the same rate ]\Iessrs. Black pay me for the Encijdopaidia

— equivalent to £2 a page ordinary type of that Avork. I do

not wish to bargain for more. You may send mc Drummond's

AVeapons Avhen you please. * * *—Yours, etc.

A. J. IIIPKIXS.
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:n-o. 11.

Mr. A. J. IIiPKiNK, Luudoii, to Mr. Eobkrt Glkx, EdiiiLurgli.

London, 4th December 1884.

Dear ^Mr. Glkn,—Let me add a postscript to my letter of

to-day. I sliall expect a Presentation Copy of the work. Will

you kindly arrange this for me.—Yours, etc.

A. J. HIPKINS.

Xo. 12.

Mr. A. J. HiriviNS, London, to Mr. Egbert Glen, EdiuLurgh.

London, 9tli December 1884.

My dear Sir,—1 have received the book all right, and wait

your next communication as promised. The enclosed paper

you must have put up in the envelope of your last letter by

mistake.—Yours truly, A. J. IIIPKINS.

11. Glen, Esq.

Xo. 13.

Mr. A. J. HiPKiNs, Loudon, to Mr. Eobert Glen, Edinburgh.

London, 8th January 1885.

Dear Sir,—1 shall be happy to revise your brother's descrip-

tions of the Musical Instruments, and to add to any 1 may deem

loo short.

When 1 have them before me 1 will make a draft for the

Preface.********* *

—Yours, etc. A. J. HIPKIXS.
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Xo. 14.

Mr. A. J. HiriviN.?, London, to Mr. Robert Glex, Edinburgh.

London, 12th January 1885.

Dear Sir,—I have returned the book to-day and beg to

thank you for the loan of it. I now understand exactly what is

required. I suppose you wiU arrange with Messrs. Black to

exhibit some of tlic plates. I enclose two forms in case you

should require them to make the necessary application.—Yours,

etc. A. J. HIPKIXS.

Xo. 15.

Mr. A. J. HiPKixs, London, to ;Mr. Robert Glex, Edinburgli.

London, 17th January 1SS5.

Dear Sir,—I will send back the MSS., you have sent me
directly I can lind the time to go through them. The book lias

been returned. I hope it has reached you safe.—Yours, etc.

A. J. HIPKIXS.

Xo. 16.

]Mr. A. J. Hu'Kix^;, Loudon, to Mr. Rubeut Glex, Edinburgh.

London, 9th February 1885.

Dear Mr. Glex,— I have sent the MSS. partly re-written to

[Messrs. Black, and have asked them to let you have a proof as

Avell as myself

Kindly correct or alter your proof and send it to me.—Yours,

etc. A. J. HIPKIXS.
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Xo. 17.

Mr. A. J. HiFKiNs, London, to j\[essrs. J. it K. Glen, Edinburgli.

London, 2d April 1885.

Uear iSiRS,—Thanks for tliu 'Sotcs on Instruments; I will

attend to them when the Exhibition has opened.

T believe the JMessrs. Black have only had my prospectus and

a lew notes printed for their traveller.

1 have seen the drawings and have made some remarks, one

of which is, that I think a more choice example of the Spinet

should be represented. T have sent in your form to the Exhibi-

tion, marking it for acceptance. You -will hear ollicially in due

course.**********
—Yours, etc. A. J. llirKiXS.

Xo. 18.

31r. IfoiJEKT Glen to Messrs. A. & C. Black, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 7th April 1885.

Gentlejien,—"With regard to the prospectus of the Book on

Musical Instruments received by me yesterday afternoon, I have

to call your attention to the fact that the drawings of the instru-

ments described in the letterpress are erroneously stated to have

been made by Mr. Gibb, instead of by me.

As you are aware, these drawings ivcrc made hij me, antl sold

to you in terms of Agreement of 29th November last. T cannot

understand how^, in the face of these focts, it has been stated in

the title-page of the prospectus that the sulyects were selected

l)y me and drawn by Mr. Gibb, and in the body of it (page 3)

that they are reproduced by Chromo-lithogra^ihy from Mr.

AVilliam Gibb's admirable drawings.

The prospectus ought to run that the subjects were selected

and draion by me, and reproduccnl by ]\[r. Gibb ; and I trust

you will get the prospectus, which 1 return herewith, corrected

to this eflect, as I most decidedly object to its being issued in

its present misle«ading form.
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1 shall be glad in liear from yoii Uiat this lu* heeii doiw, and

remain, yours etc., UOliEKT GLE2\.

No. 19.

Mr. lloBKKT (Ilex, Edinburgh, to Mr. A. J. IIipkixs, Loudon.

I'Alinlnirgh, 10th April 1885.

Dear Sih,— After receiving your letter of the 2d inst., T wrote

to the Messrs. Black for a copy of the prospectus, which 1 had

not seen, and I at once made objections to the following terms :

'•That the subjects were selected by me and drawn by Mr. Gibb,

and in the body of it (page 3) that they are reproduced by Chromo-

lithography from Mr. ^\"illiam Gibb's adnnrable drawings," and

1 have had no reply. Also, T never heard auytliing what-

ever about your remarks.

I trust you are keeping in remembrance my instructions that

the letterpress is not to exceed the amount contained in Drum-
mond's Ancient Scottish Weapons; and 1 wish you to send any

matter you have prepared direct to mo, seeing that I am respon-

sible for your remuneration.

I hope you do not think I am asking too mucli, especially in

the circumstances.—Yours truly, ItOBEKT (iLEX.

Xo. 20.

Messrs. J. i^ E. Glen to Mr. Ginn.

Edinburgh, 13th April 188.^).

Dear Sir,—Be good enough to hand over to the bearer all the

musical instruments you have a loan of from oui' firm.—Yours

truly,

'

J. cl' 1!. Glrx.

Xo. 21.

^Messrs A. & C. Black to ]\Ir. Robert Glex.

Edinburgh, 14th April 1885.

Dear Sir,—We were duly favoured Avith yours of the 7th

inst., and regret that any statements occurring in the draft pro-

visional prospectus of Musical Instnnnents should have given

rise to any misapprehension on your part.
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That pi'ospectfis is notliin^- Imt a s})ecial iiotii'e of the book

hurriedly drawn up liy our representative for liis use in visitinj^^

America, and not intended for publication.

You may rest satisfied that in the formal prospei'tus, which

Avill be issued when the plates have approached completion, your

part in the work will not be overlooked, and that you Avill be

duly credited with the selection and drawing of the instruments.

On this understanding, we trust you will render us the neces-

sary assistance in preparing the plates, by accommodating jNFr.

Gibb with the loan of the instruments still required for tliat

j)ur])ose.—Believe us, dear Sir, yours very truly,

Mr. lJom:RT Glen. A. & ( . 15LACK.

No. 22.

]\rr. A. .1. HiPKixs, London, to Mr. Eocert Glkn, Edinlmrgli.

33 Great Pulteney Street,

London, 15th April 1885.

Dear Sir,—Until tlie Loan Collection at South Kensington

is complete (1 am Chairman of the Committee), I am unable to

give attention to any other subject that is extra to my business

here, and 1 have therefore done nothing yet towards the preface

I promised to write for you. You will remember 1 stipulated it

was to be done at my own time. AVhenever it is written I will

forward it to you. I am sorry you are not agreeing with the

Messrs. Black. Of your arrangements with them, I know

nothing more than the price you told me you had sold your draw-

ings for, upon Avhich I named my terras for writing your preface.

Thej" asked me to write a prospectus for their traveller going

to America. I gladly sent a draft for one, believing that I was

helping you in getting publicity for your work. But 1 liad no

proof of the prospectus. 1 have not seen it, and I know nothing

about jNIr. Gibb.

1 saw by the plates at that time sent up to me that Messrs.

lUack were employing an artist or artists to prepare your work

for publication. I naturally concluded you knew about it, an<l

that the intention was to rival Drummond's work.—Believe nic,

yours truly, A. J. HlPIvlNS.



Mr. IkOBKHT CIi.EN to IMessis. A. & C. Black.

15th April 1885.

Pear Sib,—I am favoured with yours of yesterday, and am
pleased to find that you recognise the justice of my objections

to the prospectus as issued. I beg to assure you that there is

no desire on my part to do anything but assist in getting out

the work as quickly as possible. At the same time, in justice

to myself, I must insist that the prospectus, in its present mis-

leading form, should be withdrawn from circulation.

It(JRERT (iLEN.

No. 2^.

Messrs A. & C. liLACic to Mr. lioBERT Gr.EX.

^Ir. IJor.EiiT (Ir.EX,

Edinburgh, IGth April 1885.

Dear Sir,—AVe arc just favoured with yours of yesterday.

As we have already informed you, the provisional prospectus

has not been issued, and only one or two copies were printed for

j\fr. jM'Glasheu's special use. They are now Avaste paper.—lie-

lii've us, dear Sir, yours very truly, A. & C. BLACK.

Xo. 25.

j\rr. Egbert (U.ex to 'Messrs. A. i^' C. Black.

Messrs. A. X' C. Black.
IGth April 1885.

Dear Sirs,—In receipt of yours to-day.

I will now place the instruments at Mr. Gibb's disposal till

required to go to the Exhibition, which is likely to be in a few

days.—Yours truly, PtOBEET GLEN.

There are others, beside what go to the Exhibition.



No. 2G.

]\Ir. I^onKHT Glex to Mr. A. B. ?»I'GL.\snRN-.

Edinburgh, 28t]i October 18S5.

Dear Sir,—With roference to your call j'esterday, and to

our conversation, I have now to say that, after considering all

that then passed, that I think it best that I should not compli-

cate my position in the matter by taking any steps, or making

any propositions to modify, or in any way to alter, the terms of

the bargain entered into between the Messrs. Black and myself.

I do not, therefore, see any good that could arise from my see-

ing ]\[r. James Black, as you propose. You are fully aware of

all the circumstances, and can explain them to him as well as I

cau. At the same time, if Messrs. Black have any proposals to

malvc to me, I shall be glad to receive them in writing, and to

give them mv best consideration.—T am, etc.,

E(3BEi;t glen.

No. 27.

i\lr. A. B. ]\r'Gi..\siiKN to ]\[r. rtOBicuT Glicx.

1 lirandon Street,

]':dinburgli, 28th October 1885.

Ii. Gl.EN, Esq.,

2 North Bank Street,

Dear Sir,—I leave for London in a few minutes, and have

not time to do more at present than acknoAvledge receipt of your

letter of this date, which has been sent down to me from G

North r.ridgp, but which shall have attention.—1 am, youi's

faithfully, A. B. I\I'GLASIJEN.

No. 28.

]\rr. EoiiERT Glex to jNIessrs. A. it C. Black.

Edinburgh, 22d December 1885.

Dear Sirs,—IMy iirm have been asked liy a house in London to

supply thfui with a copy of a bt)ok called Ulen and GlhVs Mii.^irul
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Instrument.% Hi'sforic, Rare, and Uiurjup, and I have to ask you

if you can tell me what that means, and whether it refers to the

work which I sold to you in Xovember 188-1. It would appear

that a work having the above title is becoming known to the trade,

and it seems to me to be necessary that I should know in what

position the publication of the work now stands, whether it

is intended to conjoin !Mr. Gibb's name with mine, and to what

extent, or in what Avay ; and I shall be glad to have particulars

in regard to this, or a copy of the book, or of the title-page and

prospectus at your early convenience.

I have been expecting you to send for the few remaining

plates to make up the 50, but as you have not done so, I send

herewith six plates in all, two of which you have already had.

—

I am, etc., '
"

IJOBEirr ULKX.

Xo. 29.

Messrs. A. & C. Black to Mr. Robert Gi.ex, Edinlnirgh.

6 Xorth Bridge,

Edinburgh, 2.3d December 1 88-5.

BoBERT Glen, Esq.,

Xorth Bank Street.

Musical Instnimeriifi.

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of yesterday, accompanied

by six drawings, we do not understand what the communica-

tion you refer to can mean, as no announcement has been made
by us regarding the work. As the writer mentioned to you

when he called, the drawings you made were considered too

imperfect for reproduction, ami we have had to get new ones

prepared. These have been selected by Mr. Hipkins from tin-

Inventories Exhibition.—Yours very truly,

Pro A. & G. BLACK,
A. B. M'Glashex,
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No. 30.

Messrs. A. & C. Black to INIr. Robert Glen, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 7th January 1886.

Mr. E. Glen.

Dear Sir,—In the letter you favoured our Mr. IM'Glashcn

with, last October, you indicated a Avillingness to receive any

proposal we had to make with reference to the work on IMusical

Instruments in the altered circumstances that have emerged.

We are now in a position to know the condition of the under-

taking, and therefore tliink it right to communicate with you at

once.

As you will recollect, by the original agreement, the drawings

were to be delivered by March last, and the letterpress descriji-

tion, by Mr. Hipkins, was also to be furnished as a part of tlie

work. The illustrations were delivered to us by the 2 2d ultimo,

without the letterpress.

We regret to say that tlie drawings have, ou examination,

been found to require re-drawing, and, as this would have

entailed such a heavy expense, they have not been used.

In these circumstances we Avould suggest that some new

arrangement might be come to between us, and, with that view,

would be glad to have a few minutes' conversation with you on

the matter, if you Avould kindly inform us when it would be

convenient for you to meet us.—Believe us, Sir, yours very

truly.

^

A. & C. BLACK.

No. 31.

Mr. Robert Glen, to Mr. A. J. ITipkins, London.

Edinburgh, 9th January 18SG.

Dear Sir,—Not having heard from you for a considerable

period of time, I have taken the libertj' of writing to enquire as



to what progress yuu are making with my book, trusting you

liave had time to taku up tlie subject as previously mentioned.

] should like, also, to call your attention to a paragraph which

appeared iu the Atlicmram, of date lith Xovembt'r last, and if

you can give me any information about it, please do so.-—Yours

truly, ROBEIIT GLEX.

Xo. 32.

^\v. Kor.ERT Glex to ]\[essrs. A. & C. I'.lack, Edinburgh.

11th January ISSO.

Dear Sirs,—I duly received your letter of 7th inst., and beg

to refer you to my letter of 22d ultimo, and your answer thereto

of 23d. It appears to me that the latter is not an answer to my
letter, and I trust you will not think me unduly pressing if I ask

for a reply thereto.

With regard to your letter of 7th inst., I think it will be

necessary to go back upon the circumstances that preceded and

followed the sale of my work to you.

You are aware that I did not offer my work to you for sale,

but that, on the contrary, you opened negotiations Avith me for

the purchase, ami, having seen 43 plates of my drawings, you

approved of them, and agreed to paj' me JE.'iOO for the work.

Upon this being done, the drawings which you had been

shown were returned to me, and I proceeded to complete them

to the stipulated number of 50. This I did. At the time of

the sale Mr. ^Yilliaul Gibb, Lithographer, had been employed by

me to reproduce tlie plates, and you continued him in that

employment. He applied to me from time to time for the

drawings, and got them as he required them for the purpose of

reproduction. You have instructed him as to the w^ork, and he

has got the plates from me as he required them.

In like manner J\lr. llipkins, Avho liad agreed to wa-ite the

descriptions of the instruments selected and drawn by me, was

continued in that part of the business by you, and you have had

direct communications with him since, and he has got, and has

acted on your instructions solely, and without reference to me.

"What these are I do not know, as you have made no communi-
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caLiuii to me on tlial subject, uur has Mr. Hipkins done so, aud

I am therefore not responsible if you have not got tlie descrip-

tions from him.

The complaint, therefore, that the drawings and letterpress

descriptions have not been supplied by me within the period

stipulated in your letter of November 1884, falls.

AVith regard to the alleged necessity for touching up the

drawings for the purpose of reproduction, and the selection of

new instruments, I have merely to say that you saw and ap-

proved of my conception, designs, and drawings, and that you,

with your eyes open, made tlie bargain with me you did.

You will also recollect that, in tlie spring of last year, ]\Ir.

Gibb was in possession of certain instruments, belonging to me
and my brother and firm, for the professed purpose of en-

abling him to understand the details of the drawings. When it

came to my knowledge that you had prepared and printed a

prospectus of the work, in which my drawings were ascribed to

Mr. Gibb solely, I Avithdrew the instruments from Mr. Gibb,

aud wrote you complaining of the terms of the prospectus, and

you wrote nie such a letter as completely satisfied me of your

upright intentions, and I returned the instruments to INIr. Gibb.

That was in April of 1885.

Up to that time there had been no complaint of imperfect

drawings, nor of failure on my part to supply the remainder of

the drawings, and the letter of your Mr. M'Glashen (who has

always communicated Avith me on your behalf), of date 23d De-

cember last, accepted those I sent to complete the series, on 22d,

without question. These drawings were all completed before March

1885, and were lying by me waiting for Mr. Gibb to apply for

them as usual, and it was only because he had not done so, and

because I had heard from other sources that the book was in

preparation, and was known to the trade to be so, that I sent

them to you for the purpose of completing my part of the

undertaking.

I may have more to say on the subject after I get your

answer to my letter of 22d ultimo ; but, in the meantime, I have

to state that, on a review of the whole matter, I see no reason

for uiaking a new arrangement betwi.xt us, as I have done all

I stipulated to do, aud I trust that no occasion may arise for
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duiiig .su, but that the matter may he carrietl out tu couqjletiuu iu

that honoui'iihle aud upright manner whieh is the characteristic

of your house, iu which spirit I have endeavoured, and shall

continue to endeavour, to meet you. At the same time, and

while I think there is no change of circumstances to warrant it,

I may say that, if you have any proposal to make, T shall he

ylad to receive it in writing, after which, if necessary, I would

appoint a meeting to discuss it. Since receipt of your letter, I

have been shown a paragraph in the Atlienamm of 14tli Xovem-
ber last, in which it is said that you are about to publish a book

of the nature of that which you purchased from mc, the draAV-

ings to be by Mr. Gibb and tlie descriptions by INIr. Hipkins.

May I ask if you have any other book on old musical instru-

ments in hand % If you have not, I Avould write to the Atlimoium

contradicting the report and putting the truth before the

public.

I enclose the MS. of the description of the Guanierius Violin,

Avliich I only got from ^Mr. Laurie the other day. He would

like to see proof sheets of Strad. and Joseph when ready, and, if

you will send me them, T shall forward them to him.

I think it right to mention that my firm have an aj)plication

from another firm of booksellers for a copy of Glen & Gibb.

EGBERT GLEN.

Xo. 33.

Mr. A. J. Hipkins, London, to Mr. Egbert Glex, Edinburgh.

100 Warwick Gardens,

Kensington, 12th January 1S8G.

Dear Sir,—In ansAver to your enr^uiry, I have not begun the

book because T am informed that, as fresh subject-matter has

been taken up from the recent Loan Collection, and it is to

become, in fact, a new book, the arrangement of it has to be

reconsidered by the publishers. I am, therefore, waiting, and,

to avoid any complications, I have determined upon a direct

agreement with ^Messrs. Elnck.—I am, dear Sir, yours truly,

Mr. E. Glex. a. J. HIPKIXS.



^0. 34.

Messrs. A. Sz (
'. IJlack to Mr. Egbert Glen, Edinburgh.

Edinlmrj^li, IGth Jaiuiary 188G.

]\rr. JiOl'.ERT (ir.KX.

I iKAii Sii!,—We liad expected to luivo replied to your favour

of the 1 1th inst. ere this, but, having communicated with ^Ir.

Hipkins on the subject, we have been waiting on an answer from

him, which has not yet reached us.

We hope to be able to send yuu a reply on Mondny next, ur

early next week.—We are, dear Sir, yours very truly,

A. ,^ C. BLACK.

2\o. 35.

^Ir. Hubert Glen to Messrs. A. & C. Black.

Edinburgh, 18th January 188G.

I>EAR Sirs,—1 have your letter of 16th inst., and am sorry to

have again to trouble you in regard to my letter of 2 2d Decem-

ber, which is still unanswered. I look upon an answer to that

letter of the utmost importance, and beg that I may be favoured

Avith it as soon as possible. I may mention that so long as that

letter remains unanswered, I can consider nothing further in the

way of proposals,—Your.s, etc., EOBEliT GLEX.

No. 36.

Messrs. A. & C. Black to Mr. Kobert Glen.

Edinburgh, 20th January 1880.

IJear Sir,—AVe were duly favoured with yours of the 11th

inst., and as you very naturally desire to know the i^resent posi-

tion of the work on Musical Instruments, as referred to in your

letter of December 2 2d last, avc beg to place before you the in-

formation we ourselves have of the undertaking.

It is quite true we approved of and accepted the drawings as
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submitted by you, and having done so, they were placed in the

liauds of Mr. (iibb for drawing on tlie stone. Mr. Gibb, how-
ever, liad not proceeded far before he found that the drawings

in many cases were not accurate representations df the instru-

ments, and he advised that new drawings be made.* Having

gone to London at tlie time of the jMusical Instrument Exhibi-

tion tliere, lie met with 'Mr. Hipkins, who advised a better

selection of instruments, with the view of rendering the work
equal to what the public might expect. "\\'e felt that to have

gone on with the original drawings, in the face of this advice,

would have been imprudent, and in a measure were compelled

to agree to both proposals.

With the exception of the figures on eleven of your plates,

the instruments selected were chosen under the supervision of

^Ir. Hipkins, who took much trouble in assisting Mr. Gibb at

the Exhibition. The Avork was at once set about, and the series

of instruments completed to ^h: Hipkins' and our satisfaction.

liegarding the letterpress, as you had agreed to supply us with

the descriptions by Mr. Hipkins, we naturally, in communicating

with him about the instruments, arranged witli him at tlie same
time for the letterpress.

The above is the present position of the matter, and we regret

to think that the altered circumstances may have led to some
confusion or misapprehension.

"We are very anxious, however, to place the undertaking on a

correct footing, and venture to think the circumstances call for

some reasonable compromise.

In that view, we Avould suggest that due credit be given to you

in the preface and title for your part in the work, that we relieve

you from supplying the letterpress, that we pay for the right of

using the drawings a sum of £250, and that all your drawings

be returned after publication of the work, you being at liberty

to dispose of them in any way you please.

We trust the above proposal may be regarded as a fair settle-

ment of the case.

The Athenoium notice you refer to has not been seen by u.s,

and Ave knoAV nothing of it.—Believe us, dear Sir, yours very

truly, A. ct C. BLACK.

* See Letters Xos. 1, '1, and 4.
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^'o. 37.

Mr, liOBERT Glen to Messrs. A. A: C. Ulack.

Edinburgh, 27tli January 188G.

J)EAU Sirs,—1 have yours of 20th inst., with which I am

very much disappointed and surjOTsed, as it opens out a series of

communings and resolutions of which I have been kept in entire

ignorance till now, and as to which, I,—if any one should,

—

ought to have been consulted and taken along Avith you. You

have, however, chosen to take what I may call not entirely dis-

interested advice, Avithout reference to me or my feelings or in-

terest, and have resolved to almost eliminate my drawings from

the book ; and Avhilc you propose to use my invention of the book

you propose to use the plates of others, and return me mine, and

to pay mo half the agreed-on price. I can, of course, be no party

to such a proceeding. Y^ur letter of 20th is the first intimation

I have ever got that Mr. Gibb had not proceeded far before he

found that my drawings were not accurate; representations of the

instruments, and tliat new drawings would be necessary. Mr.

Gibb had the drawings in his possession sometime before the

sale of the work to you, antl he never stated to me that they

were inaccurate. When he had the loan of my instruments in

the spring of last year, for tlie purpose, as was alleged, of com-

pleting the engravings, he did not say so, nor did you. When
I challenged the accuracy of your proposed prospectus in April

of last year, you made no such assertion. On the contrary, you

then said I should be credited with the selection and drawing of

the instruments. Surely, if the drawings Avcre found to be imper-

fect, I should have been made aware of it at once, and not when

you had made other arrangements. Mr. Gibb was quite in a

position to have informed you of that before you concluded the

purchase of the work, aud should not have allowed you to do

so, for he had prepared the plates for the reproduction of a num-

ber of them, aud had seen aud tlioroughly examined others, but

Mr. Gibb could not do so, for he not only approved of my draw-

ings, but he advised you to conclude the ijurchase ; and, in

point of fact, such an assertion is not true, as I am prepared to

prove on the testimony of gentlemen of the highest authority in



Art in Scotland, who examined my drawings before the sale to

you. Had you appealed to me that you had been mistaken or

misled in entering into the transaction, I might have looked

into and considered representations to that effect, and might

have abated a portion of the price ; but when you state that, in

consequence of the inaccuracy of my drawings, you had to get

others made, and make that your ground for asking an abatement,

I cannot, injustice to myself, entertain any such a projjosal. I

am prepared to carry out juy undertaking in its entirety, and

claim to be allowed to do so ; and if I am n(;t permitted to do so,

I must of course claim implement of your part of the Itargain.

liOBEKT GLEX.

^O. Oi5.

Messrs. A. & C. Llack to Mr. Kudeut Glex.

Edinburgh, 28th January 1S8G.

^h: lioBERT Glen,

Dear Sir,—We beg to acknowledge receipt of your fiivour of

yesterday's date respecting the work on Musical Instrument.-^,

and regret that you should not see your way to any compromise

of the present arrangement. It is unfortunate for us that you

and Messrs. Gibb and Hipkins do not seem to have been co-op-

crating together, as we were led to believe when we entered on

the undertaking, and to that circumstance we ascribe the com-

plication and misapprehension that have arisen.

We have stated to you the position we find ourselves in ; and

as \vc gather from your letter that you nevertheless decline to

move from the terms of the original agreement, we must submit
;

and on your implementing that arrangement, Ave shall be glad to

settle with you.—Lelicve us, Sir, yours very truly.

A. .t .C. LLACK.



Xo. 39.

]\ll'. liOBEUT GliOX to ]\Ir. A. J. HU'KINS.

Ediubuigli, SOth Jauuary 1886.

Mr. Hu-Kixy,

Dkak 8ik,—I luivu had some currcspondcnce ul' late with

Messrs. Black, in consequence of some apparent misunderstand-

ings on their part as to our relative positions in regard to the

work which I sold to them, and the result is that we each revert

to the positions we occupied at the time of the sale, I imple-

menting my part of the contract by furnishing the Introiluction

to the work and ] )escriptions of the Instruments, in addition to

the DraAvings ; and I Avritc now to say that I shall he under the

necessity of availing myself of your kind promise to write the

former for me, and to revise the latter. It would he Avell that

the hook were got out of hand as quickly as possible, and I shall

be glad to know how soon after the i)lates are in your hands you

could overtake the Avork.

Of course T quite understand that our agreement as to remu-

neration still stands.

Until receipt of your last letter, I Avas not aAvare that the Avork

Avas not going on ; and it Avas only on pressing the Messrs.

Black that I found out hoAv it stood, and Avhat Avas contempla-

ted to be done. The correspondence is too lengthy to Avrite

about in detail, but I shall be glad to show it you on the first

opportunity. As a specimen of it, hoAvever, I may say that

they asked me to accept £250 in full of my bargain for £500,

Avhich I could not entertain. BOBERT GLEN.

^0. 40.

^h. BoLiEUT Glen to ]Mes8rs. A. & C. Black, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, ;30th January 1886.

^lessrs. Black.

Deau ISiKS,—1 have your letter of 28th, and shall set about

tlu! preparatioii of the letterpress matter at once, and Avill Avrite

you again Avhen I hear from Mr. Hipkins. "When can I have

tlie plates for the purpose?



As I told you, I have been kept in entire iguorauce uf every-

thing that has heen going on relative to the preparatiuu uf the

Look, and have heen waiting Aveek after week for a communica-

tion from you on the subject, and it was only on hearing that

the book was known to the trade that I pressed for information.

I shall be sorry if the business results in a loss to you, but I

trust it will not prove so. I do not consider myself precluded

from reconsidering the matter, and, it may be, abating the purclui.se

price hereafter, but I never could consent to abate it to the

extent of a half.

Xo. 41.

Messrs. A. & C. Black to Mr. Eouert Glex, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 2d Eebruaiy 1S6G.

Mr. KoBEUT Glen.

Deaii Sir,—In reply to your favour, of the 3Uth ulto., we

beg to say that the drawings are at your service at any time for

the purpose of preparing the letterpress.

"We have, however, received only 45.

Might we suggest that, to simplify and expedite matters, an

arrangement might now be come to between us, by which you

would be relieved of the obligation to su^jply Mr. Hipkins'

letterpress, and tu complete the series of drawings 1

If you share in this wish, kindly inform us what you would

regard as a reasonable abatement, and, if it meets our views, the

arrangement can be carried out at once.—Yours very truly,

A. & C. BLACK.

^'o. 42.

Mr. KoBEUT Glen to ^Messrs. A. & C. Black, Edinburgh.

Ediuburgh, 2d February 1886.

^Messrs. A. & C. Black.

Dear Sirs,—I have yours of to-day. I am perfectly satisfied

that I have executed -and delivered at least 50 plates; but, if



you will kindly return tliu Avliolo to me, I shall, I am sure,

satisfy you on the point. Meantime, and waiting youi reply

before further answer, I am, yours truly, II. GLEN.

No. 43.

jMessrs. A. & C. Bj-ack to ]\Ir. Kobkkt Glen, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 2d Eebruary 1886.

Mr. KoiiEKT Glex.

Dear Sik,—As requested in your note of to day's date, we
herewith return your drawings—44 in number—the 45th being

the Strad. Violin, drawn by ^Mr. Gibb on your aeeount.—Yours

truly, A. & C. BLACK.
Per J. Stewaut.

o

No. 44.

]Mi'. lioBEKT Glen to IMessrs. A. & C. Black, Edinburgh.

Edinburgli, 2d Eebruary 1886.

INIessrs. A. Lt C Black.

Dic.vK SiHs,^In looking over the 44 plates you returned, and

taking into account the Strad. Violin one, said to be drawn by

]\rr Gibb, which makes 45, the 5 awanting are: 1. Mandoline,

belonging to Mr. Hamilton Ker; 2. Lute and Key Cither, in

my brother's collection ; 3. A Theorbo Lute ; 4. Indian Instru-

ments, in possession of Mr. Murray ; and, 5. Instruments of the

Naga Tribe and Snake Charmer—all of Avhich were delivered.

EGBERT GLEN.

No. 45.

Messrs. A. it C. Black to Mr. KuiiEia' Glln, Edinburgh.

Edinburgli, 3d Eebruary 1886.

jMr. PioBEUT Glen.

Dear Sir,—Referriug to your letter, of the 2d curt., the 44

drawings returned to you were all that we received from j\Ir.

Giljb ; but, we have seen Mr. Gibb to-day, and have asked him
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to iiiake a careful search for the drawings still wanliug, in ca

they may have been mislaid.—Yours truly,

A. & C. BLACK.
Ptr J. Stkwart.

Xo. 4G.

^h'. Egbert Glex, Edinburgh, to ^Mr. A. J. Hipkins, London.

Edinburgh, 3d February 1880.

Mr HiPKixs.

Dear Sir,—As I mentioned in my letter, of 30th ulto., that T

am under obligation to complete the work by furnishing the

introductory matter and description of the instruments, I should

be glad to hear from you how soon you could have it finished,

so that I could inform the ^Messrs. Black, as they may think I

am to blame for delav.—Yours truly, B. (ILEX.

No. 47.

Mr. A. J. HiPKixs, London, to Mr. Egbert Glen, Edinburgh.

London, 4th February 18S6.

Mr. E. Glex.

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

January 30th.

In replying, let me remind you of the beginning of o\ir

relations with respect to the book, and that they have been,

since you sold your drawings to Messrs. Black, entirely changed.

"When, in the first instance, j-^ou asked me to Avrite a preface

for you, and I consented, it was without questicjn of payment to

me. 1 understood from you that you had the uphill task of

publishing your drawings by subscription, and I was glad, in

that case, to help you. But, when, in November '84, you

informed me you had sold the book to Messrs. Black for £500,

I felt surprised that you should have made a bargain to include

my services without my consent ! However, you offered to

remunerate me, and I consented to continue my co-operation in

the work as it then stood. You, however, subsequently wrote
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to me that you ouly desired to have tlie preface from me, aud

tliat 3'our brother would write the descriptions. Ahout tliis

time Messrs. Bhick entered into direct communication with ine

about the book, and, as I understood they had bought your

drawings, I naturally thought they could do as they liked with

the work, and improve and extend it as they thought fit. They

"wrote to nie under date of April 25th, when they introduced Mr.

Gibb to nre.

" Mr. Gibb expects to be in town about the end of June, when
he will gladly avail himself of your considerate offer to copy the

instruments referred to in your note. He would, however, be

further obliged if you could inform us of any of the other in-

struments which it would be better for him to leave over at

present, and to draw when he is in London. If you know of

any better specimens than the ones given by ]Mr. Glen, it would

be desirable to have them represented."

This letter was in consequence of a visit from IMr. M'Glashen

to me, and was signed " A. &, C. Black."

An important change afterwards came about in the plan of

the work, which became identified with the Historic Loan

Collection in tlie Royal Albert Hall ; and, as the book, from a

literary point of view, was entirely my own, I made arrange-

ments with Messrs. Black accordingly.

jSIy position is thus clear with respect to the v.'ork, and it is

no longer possible for me to revert to the ,4ufus quo as you

request. The work is not the same that was intended by you.

Messrs. Black were justified in taking advantage of the exceji-

tional opportunity that offered itself to illustrate tlie Historic

Loan Collection. They have had the advantages accruing from

my position and advice, and I do not intend to relinquish my
rights in a book in which I have already had so important a

share, and the completion of which depends on me.

I send a copy of this letter to Messrs. Black.—Yours truly,

A. J. HIPKINS.
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yo. 48.

Mt'ssrt;. A. li; C. Black tu Mr. IIobkut Glkn, ELlinljiiryli.

Edinburgh, Htli February 1886.

]\rr. Egbert Gi.ex.

Dear Sir,—Wc have received the six drawings sent herewith

from Mr. Gibb, who liail unfortunately mislaid them.—Yours

truly, A. & C. BLACK.
Per J. Sti:\vaut.

JS'o. 49.

.Mr. Robert Glex to Messrs. A. it C. Black, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 8th February 188G.

Messrs. A. & C. Black.

Dear Sirs,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of

5th inst., along witli 6 plates, now showing that I have at least

delivered 50 plates, and, with the one you refer to in Mr. Gibb's

liands (which I entrusted liim with to finisli), makes th(> total

5 1 .—Yours truly, 11 . ( ; 1 .!•:N

.

X(i. 50.

Mr. Egbert Glex, Edinburgh, to IMr. A. J. Hipkixs, London.

Edinburgh, 9th February 1S8G.

Dear Sir,—I am favoured witli yours of 4th inst., and

although I am surprised at the position you now take up, I am
ol)liged to you for tlie information therein contained.

You seem to have entirely forgotten tlie facts connected with

your formal undertaking of 4th December 1884, to write the pre-

face to my book at the rate proposed by yourself, not by me, of

£2 a page, ordinary type, of the Messrs. Black's Encydopmlla,

and a presentation copy of my work ; and your furtlier under-

taking of 8th January 1885 to revise my brother's description,-,

of tlie Musical Listruments, and to add to any you might deem too

short; and you also forget that, in Januar}' and February of



1885, yon did revise part of the MS. descriptions and returned

it to JNIessrs. Black, and tliat, on 15tii April 1885, you again

acknowledged your obligation to write the preface, merely asking

for time and referring to the terms you made Avith me for your

remuneration. All these dates are subsequent to the date of my
intimation of the sale to Messrs. Black, and, indeed, the letters

of these dates were the spontaneous outcome of tliat intimation.

Now, in the face of all that, can you point to any act of mine

by Avhich I have released you from your solemnly undertaken ob-

ligation to write the preface to the book and to revise the descrip-

tions ; and can you point to anything which shows I thought you

were released from that undertaking. Unless you can do so, you

can neither in honour nor in law now draw back from your obli-

gation ; and, having greater faith in your honour and integrity

than to suppose you capable of deliberately violating your under-

taking, I again ask you when it will be convenient for you to

take up the matter, I have got back all the plates, and the

descriptions are now being gone on Avitli, and will shortly' be

ready for your revisal.—Yours, etc.

EOBEBT GLEX.

Note.— INlr. Hipkins fiiiled to answer this letter, although he

promised to do so. See Xo. .^)2.

Xo. 51.

Mr. Robert Glen to ]\ressrs. A. & C. Black, Edinburgh.

Edinburgh, 10th February 188G.

Dear Sins, —In a letter I have from Mr. Hipkins, of date 4th

inst., a copy of which he is to send to you, I find that, so far

T)ack as April last, you and he had been in communication as to

the production of the work on Musical Instruments which I sold

to you, and that these communications have gone on and

increased in dimensions and importance till he now finds he has

a "-reater interest to do your work than mine, and you will see

he now attempts to get rid of mine in order that he may do

yours and his own. I am trying to get Mr. 11. to keep to his

undertaking with me, but, if I shall fail in tliis, I beg to say

that T shall hold that his refusal proceeds in no small degree

fronr your conduct, and act accordingly.
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I may also say that, the facts stated by Mr. Hipkins as to the

uiulertaking by liim, are, to a great extent, erroueous. He has

evidently forgot about them. One of his statements, which it

is necessary to correct, is in regard to the surprise he felt at my
selling his services to you. His letter of 4th inst. is the lirst

expression of his surprise, whatever he may have felt; but,

when I refer to his letter of 4th ])eeember 1884, acknowledging

mine of 29th Xovendjcr, intimating the sale to you, I llud that,

so far from exjjressing any such surprise, he congratulates me on

the sale, and adds :
—" Had the publication remained your own

speculation it was not my intention to make my contribution to

it a matter of business, as now it will be, at your expense. I

propose to charge you at the same rate ^lessrs. Black pay me for

the Encyrlnpadia— eipiivalent to £2 a page ordinary type of that

work. I do not wish to bargain for more." I think it right

thus to correct Mr. Hipkin's statement in order to show you that

I was entitled to rely on his services, and that I am entitled to

them in preference to you, and I wuidd suggest that you stop

further negotiations with him till he implements his bargain

with me.—Yours truly, R. GLEX.

Xo. .)2.

Mr. A. J. HiPKixs, London, to M\. KuiiEUT Glen, Edinburgh.

London, 13th February 1886.

Dear Sih,—I am in correspondence with Messrs. Black about

the book and will write to you in due course.—Yours truly,

Mr. E. Glen. A. J. HIPKIX.S.

Xo. 5.3.

'Six. KoBERT Glen, Edinburgh, to Mr. A. J. Hipkins, London.

Ediidjurgh, 16th February 1886.

Dear Sir,—I have your note of 13th inst. I do not see why
the Messrs. Black should have anything to do with you in your

relations to me, and I therefore beg to be favoured with a rejily

to my last letter without reference to them. They hold me

liable to implement a part of the contract between them and me
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\vhicli yuu have uudertaken to perform, aud you will nut tsay

that you will perform it without communicatiug Mith them.

Are they preventiug you from doing so ?

As you denied your contract with me, and sent a copy of your

letter to Messrs. Black, I found it necessary to send them a copy

of your letter of 4th December 1884, making the bargain with

1110, in order to justify myself—Yours truly,

^h. HirKiNs. R. GLEN.
Nofe.—This letter was not answered.

No. 54.

Mr. Egbert Glen to Messrs, A. ife C. Black, Edinburgh.

ISth February 1886.

Dear Sirs,—With reference to your ^Ir. M'Glasheu's call on

me yesterday, and to the conversation I then had with him, I

have again to say, as I have said before, that I shall be sorry ifwe do

not come to an amicable arrangement of the differences that have

arisen betwixt us ; but, while I say so, T must, at the same

time, take leave to repeat that, in all the negotiations and ar-

rangements that have taken place between you and Messrs.

Hipkins and Gibb, I have been left out of view and calculation

altogether, with the consequence that Mr. Hipkins attempts to

draw back from and refuse to implement his engagement to me
to write the introduction to the book, and, I think, there can be

no doubt that that is dii'ectly traceable to the negotiations to

which I have referred, and for which I hold you are responsible.

It was only when I found out for myself that a book, with my
name in conjunction with Mr. Gibb, was in preparation, that I

got a little and partial information as to what was in contempla-

tion. I wrote you on 2 2d December last, asking for certain in-

formation, for a copy of the prospectus or title-page, or a copy of

the book, and, to this day, I have no answer to that part of my
letter.

As I have also already said, I am not unwilling to consider any

reasonable terms of compromise, or to propose terms which I

c<:(nsider reasonable. I have no desire to hang up the matter in-

definitely, or at all (in fact, I am not inclined to allow it to hang

up much longer), aud 1 desire to do nothing to obstruct the i^re-
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paration and successful iniblicatiou of uiy work ; but, until I am
informed wliat it is that you intend to publish, and have seen

and approved of it, I am not in a position to make any terms.

You will, therefore, see that I require an answer to my letter of

22d December last, for which T have asked more than once.

The invention, Or original conception, idea, and design of the

book is mine ; but, you have the absolute right to puldish it and

to the profits of the publication, therefore, I desire to see what

you admit I am entitled to, vizt. :—That, in the prospectus

which will be issued when the plates approach completion, my
part in the work is not overlooked, and that I am credited

with the selection and drawing of the instruments.

.Supposing, then, I am satisfied on these points, I am willing

to accept the .sum of £475 in full of the purchase price of the

work. I do not think I am entitled to pass from any part of my
claim, unless to the extent of what I should have had to pa}'

'Sir. Hipkins, and £2o would, T think, cover his fee at the

rate he bargaine.l for.—I am, etc. EOBEIJT GLEX.

Xo. .55.

]\[es3rs. A. i- C. Black to Mr. Egbert Glen.

19th February 1880.

Dear Sir,—In answer to your note of yesterday, we beg to

refer you to our letter of January 20th, which replies to yours

of December 22d, and it is therefore unnecessary to repeat what

is there said.

We also beg to refer you to the terms of purchase, as con-

tained in the offer and acceptance of November 1884, which

cover " the invention or original conception, idea, and design

of the book."—Yours truly; A. & C. BLACK.
per A. B. M'Glashen.



^'o. 56.

Mr. Egbert Glex to Messrs. A. & C. Bl.vck.

Edinburgh, 24tli February 1886.

Dear Sirs,—I am favoured with yours of 19th inst., and beg

to submit that the letter of 20th ult., to which you refer, does

not answer mine to you of 2 2d December. There is so much of

my work remains with me yet, that gives me right to see

that it is published, and that the invention of it goes forth to

the world in no other name than my own, and 1 desire to see

that that is so. I am told by you that I shall get all the credit

I deserve, and I only desire to be satisfied of that, which 1 have

not as yet been.

Your letter of 19th inst. does not touch on any of the other

points mentioned in my letter of 18 th, and as to these, and in-

deed the whole matter, I shall now be obliged if you will let me

have a definite reply at your earliest convenience.—I am, etc.,

ROBERT GLEX.

Xo. r)7.

jNIr. Robert Glex to Mr. A. J. Hipkins.

Edinburgh, 2-lth February 1886.

Dear Sir,—I am still without the promised reply to my
letter of 9th inst.

The balance of the descriptions are ready for your revisal, and

I shall be glad to hear that you can now take up the whole

matter and dispose of it.—I am, etc., ROBERT GLEN.

Note.—Mr. Hipkins did not reply to this letter.

No. 58.

Messrs. A. <k C. 1*>l.\ck to ^Iv. Robert Glen*.

Edinburgh, 25th February 1886.

Dear Sir,—We are favoured with yours of yesterday's date,

and beg to say we have nothing further to add to our previous

communications ou the work on Musical Instruments.



We regret you slumld not have seen your way to fall iu with

our proposed compromise, but, to save further delay and irrita-

tion, we shall pay you the £500 on delivery of the drawings,

and on presentation of your receipt, in terms of our offer and

your acceptance of November last.

To relieve j\Ir. Hipkins of your demands on him, we forego

the delivery of the letterpress.—Yours, etc., A, &- C. BLACK.

No. 59.

^Ir. KoBKRT Glen to IMessrs. A. &. C. Black.

Edinburgh, 27th February 1886.

Dear Sirs,—With reference to my brother's call on you to-

day, when he saw your Mv. M'Glashen, who refused to settle

unless the plate of the Strad. violin, which is in the hands of

Mr. Gibb, was delivered to you, T have to say that he called on

]\[r. Gibb for the plate within a few minutes after leaving your

place, and was somewhat surprised to find ]Mr. IM'Glashen with

him. I should probably not have thought anything about that

circumstance, had Mr. Gibb delivered the plate to my brother
;

but he did not, and put him off, promising to send it this after-

noon. He has not done so, and I have written him that if it is

not delivered to me by jNIonday at 12 o'clock I shall place the

matter in the hands of my agents, with instructions to take pro-

ceedings to compel delivery ; and I write you this note to ac-

count for my not being able to hand the plate to you, and to

obtain a settlement at once.

1 am quite at a loss to understand the antagonistic position

which Mr. Hipkins and Mr. Gibb, Avith whom I have hitherto

been on friendly relations, have taken up.—I am, etc.,

KOEEBT GLEX.
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No. 60.

'^\r. Robert Olen to IMi-. W. Gip.n.

lulinhuro-h, 27t]i February ISSfi.

Dear Sir,—With reference to my brotlier's call on you to-

day for delivery of the plate of Strad. violin, and to your pro-

mise to send it to me this afternoon, which you have failed to

do, I have to say that unless it is delivered to me by 12 o'clock oii

ISfonday, I shall place the matter in the hands of mj' agents,

with instructions to compel delivery of it.

Your retention of the plate is quite unwarrantable, and is

causing great inconvenience and trouble, as Messrs. Black refuse

to settle with me till they get it ; and, it may be that I shall

have to hold you liable in damages for its non-delivery.—I am,

etc.,

'

T^OBERT flLEX.

Xo. 61.

Mr. Egbert CJlen to Mr. A. J. IIipkins.

3d March 1886.

Dear Sm,—I have now to inform you that you are released

from your oJjligation to write for me the letterpress for my work

on Ancient Musical Instruments.—Yours, etc.,

EGBERT GLEX.

XV 62.

ISlr. A. J. HinciNs to jVfr. Egbert Glen.

London, 4th IMarch 18SG.

Dear Sir,—I have received your letter of yesterday, and

note the contents.—I remain, etc., A. J. HIPKIXS.










