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DISSERTATION, ^r.

IN the preceding Diilertations, we have
ihewn, that a Colony of Iberian Celts,

have fettled in Ireland^ feveral Ages before

the Reception of Chriftianity. Having ar-

rived froni a Country, v/herein Commerce
and Arts made fome Progrefs, they carried

the Ufe of Letters into this remote Iflandj

and we have feen that, in favorable Periods

of Time, they have cultivated thofe Ele-

ments of Knowledge much to their own
Advantage.«.^v.

It took a confiderable Time, before the

infant State multiplied fufficiently, to make
new Eftablifhments in the neighbouring

Parts of Britain, It took a long Time alfo,

to confirm their Power over the Britijh Co-
lonies they found in Ireland before them.

A 2 It
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It was only when they grew populous and

fecure at Home, that they could fpare any

confiderable Numbers for a foreign Efta-

bliiliment : and even in that Cafe, many
Circumftances mufl concur, to prevail with

fuch Numbers, to quit their native Habi-

tations, and exchange a fertile for a barren

Country. When thefe Circumftances did

concur; Emigration was practicable, and

in fome Cafes defirable. The Remains of

antient Hiftory, ftill preferved, caft confi-

derable Light on this Part of Antiquity.

The Countries of Britain next to Ireland^

were fplit into independent petty Govern-
ments.—Affifted by the Influence, and fup-

ported by the Power, of the Irijh Monarchs^

the Cruthneans^ or FiBs^ became the f«perior

Nation in North Britain -, and the Cruthfiean

Princes eftablifhed in thofe Parts a Sort of

Monarchy over all, or moft of the native

Clans. Too great a Share of ariftocratical

Power mixed with the regal Conftitutions

of thofe Times; and Kings generally became
the Vidlims of Faction, becaufe their fupe-

rior Rank was envied, and the Hazard of

pulling them down was not great. The
difcontented Fadlions which lay next to

Ireland, entered into Confederacies (a) witli

the IriJh Monarchs; and thro' thofe Alli-

ances,

{^) ^S/S^ '^^^* 3- Cap. iS,
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ances, the ancient Scots have obtained, at

fome Times by Friendfhip, and at others,

by' Force, feme Eftablifhments in Cantyre^

Gallaway^ and the contiguous Ifles..—But
thefe Settlements were for a long Time ve-

ry inconfiderable.—The Cruthneans growing

foon jealous of their new Gueils, Hoftili-

ties commenced between them.—Overpow-
ered by Superiority of Numbers, the Scotijh

Colonies found a fecure Retreat in the pa-

rent Country. Recruited there, they re-

coiled upon the Enemy, and, by affifting the

weaker againft the ftronger Factions

among them, they regained, and at fome
Time extended, their own Power.—Thus it

was : And it was only about theMiddle ofthe

(b) third Century, and under the Aufpices

of their wife Monarch, Cormac OiCiiinn^ that

they made a firmer Eftablifhment in Norths

Britain^ than any they had there before*

That Eftablilhment was made in Favour
of Eochady otherwife Cairbre Riada^ a very

enterprizing Prince of the Degads of Mun^
Jler^ that Monarch's own firft Coufin, and
the Son of Cojiary the Second, who dyed
King oi Irelandm the Year 220.—This firft

nominal Eftablifhment of Scots^^ in North-'

A 3 Britain^

W %^. Par. 3, Cap. 69,
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Britain^ took the Name Dal-Riada from
the Prince (c) Eocbad-Riada^ who was the

Founder of it.~His immediate Pofterity

fucceeded to his Authority over that, as

well as over the other Dal-Riada^ which he
eftablifhed in the prefent County of

Antrim.

The Brtttjh Dal-Riada was exercifed by

frequent Hoflilities from the Crzit/mea?is, and,

in one Period, with fo good Succefs, that

they forced almoffc the whole Colony to

take Flight into Irela?2d, under their Leader

lEochad Munrevars

Eochad Munrevar found a fecure Retreat

for his fugitive Followers, in the Irlfi Dal--

Riada, But, neither he, nor his Son Erk,

(who, according to (d) Primate VJJjer, dyed

A, D. 474) could obtain their Re-eflabhfli-

ment in Britain^ from Laogary^ the reigning

Monarch of Ireland, It was only when the

Hy-Niall Race became all-powerful in

lrela7idy on the Commencement of the fixth

Century, that Erk'^ Family was re-eftabiih-

ed in the neighbouring Ifle. In the Reign

oiLugady the Son oi Laogary^ a confiderable

Army

^ {c) Vid. Di/Tert. Hlftonc. de Vita & Patria S.

'Romnald. p. 369.
{d) U£er. Primo d. Cap. 15. p. 609, 610,
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Army was raifed, ^nd fent into Britain,

under the Command of Loamy the eldeft of

Erk'^ Sons.—^r^y^, and the weftern Parts

of modern Scotland^ were then conquered

from the Pidts or Cruthneans^

Then, and not before, a new Monarchy
of Scots was eredted in Britain^ continuing

for fome Time under the Protedion of,

and in a State of Vaflalage to, Ireland-, (e)

the PictSy however, ftill holding the beft

and more fertile Parts of the Country fubjed:

(o their own Laws and Government,

Thus, the Year 503 forms a memorable
Epoch in the Hiftory of North-Britain.-^

Fergusy the Son of £r^, became the common
Patriarch 6f the royal Line of Scotlajtd.—^

The Picfs could never regain the Country
they loft : nay, their own Monachy declined

in the courfe of Time, and was diffolved,

finally, by the Conqueft of Pi6lland^ in the
ninth Century, under Kineth, the Son oiAl^

fin^ who was Father-in*law to Aodh Finli-

athy the King of Irela?idy and, in Fadl, the

firft King of the Country nqw extending

from Edinburgh to Caithnefs.

A 4 Whea

(e) Scot! montanis in locis—Picti in agrXs fertU
lioribus. JBuch^,
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When the Scots, about the Year 850, be-

came Mafters oi Scone, and the greater Part

of the Z/^^/^;2^J", their Kings removed the Seat

of Government into the South. They allied

with their Saxon Neighbours, and foon after

adopted, not only the Cuftoms, but even the

Language, of that People.—In the eleventh

Century, the BrittJIo Soots became ftill more
powerful than they have been in any former

Period, and they continued fo until the Reign
oi Akxojider the thirds whofe unfortunate

End clofed the royal Dal-Riaaa Succeffion

in the male Line; and opened fuch a Scene

of Mifery to that Nation, as can hardly be
paralleled in the Hiflory of any other.

In the Contention between the Bruces

and Balioh, the King of Engla?id was
moft unwifely called in as an Arbiter.

The Confequences are well known. For

fome Time he forced the Kingdom of

Scotland into a State of cruel Vaffalage.

It was in his Torrent of Succefs againfl

the Scots, that Edward I. King of England

y

carried off and deflroyed the antient Records

of the Nation. He thought, or was made
to believe, that national Ignorance of all for-

mer Rights, would fbon reconcile the People

to
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to national Servitude. But this brutal Poli^
cy did not fucceed.

The Archives of Scotland were not
thoroughly deftroyed. Some Remains of an-
tient Hijftory were ffiil preferved. Such
Fragments, however, not correfponding with
the Policy of Men in Power, they were fe-
creted from the public Eye, and a (f) new
Scheme was invented, to juflify the Preten-
fions of the Scots to an Independency on
England, and that under the Sandion of a
Monarchy of Scots in Britain, feveral Ages
antecedent to the Chriftian ^.ra.

The new Syftem continued fome Time
in its rude Draught; John de Fordun, a
Scotip Prieft, was employed ro give it a
Form, and fuch a Degree of Confiflency,
as was fufEcient for an ignorant Age. Be-
fore, however, he commenced his Talk, we
are told that he travelled into Irelaj2d, to con-
fult the antient Chronicles, as fo many (^)
Oracles, relative to wh^t could be learnedV
the antient Hiftory of the Scotijh Nation. If
Fordun took fuch a Journey, it is certain

that

if) Vid. Innes's Critical E/Tay on the antient In-
habitants of Scotland, Lend, Edit. 1729. from p. 600
to 630. ^

(g) In Oraculis Hibcrni^. vid. lunes's E/Tay. vol 2,
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that he rejected the Informations he received,

as they were conformable to the Accounts

ftill preferved in his own Country, and far

from being favourable to the Plan of an Hif-

tory, antedated many Ages before the true-

Time.

Forduns Hiftory was well received vet

Jsforth-Britain, It flattered the Vanity of a

brave People, not yet broke to the Yoke
which galled thern, or to the Indignities,

which galled them ftill more, The Englijh

founded their Pretenfions to an early Anti-

quity, ftill higher than the Scots themfelves^

and the Appeals of both Nations to the

Popes of thofe Times, make no fmall Part

of a Farce of Folly, which would be inno-

cent enough iu itftlf, were it not involved

with a Tragedy, which had vvell nigh let out

moft of the noble Bipod in the Nation, and

reduced the Survivors to a State ofThral-

dom. When the Law of Nations is dic-

tated by the Spirit, and civil Right is go-

verned by the Injolence^ of vidorious Free-

booters, we are not to wonder much, if to

rational Means of civil Revenge, their Ad-
verfaries iliould have Recourfe to Expe-

dients, which, at this Diftance of Time, ap-

pear very inadequate to any Purpofes of

civil Liberty. Our Wonder will ceafe, when
we confider that^ in, more enlightenedTimes,

we
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we frequently find public Policy influenced

more by fome favourite Prejudice, which

chance obtained, or Caprice ftarted, than

by the inerrable Reafon of Things. Thus
it is with every local Folly, which takes Pof-

feiTion of Nations, as well as of Individuals;

and what the Wife of all ages, have feldom

ventured farther with, than to extrad: from
it all the Good it can bear; as violent At-,

tempts to root it up, are impraHicable in

mojl Times, inexpedient mfome, and dange-

rous in any. This was partly the Cafe in

the Times we are defcribing. Popes were

appealed to in a mere civil Controverfy, not

indeed that their Right to decide in fuch

Matters, was even then acknowledged, but

becaufe their Sentence carried great Weight
with the People.—On the Deftrudion of

the Scotip Archives by Edward I. it was
deemed good Policy to repair the Lofs, by
a new Series of Hiftory, more flattering than

the authentic and old. It anfwered the

End of preventing Rojne from deciding m
Favour ofEngland, and it effedually anfwered

the Purpofe of retaining the Scots to the Idea

they always entertained of a high Anti-

quity. It drew from the national Pride

all that the national Intereft required from
it at that Time, or indeed could obtain

from it in any y the Abhorrence of a

foreign Yoke, and an equal Difdain of

receiving it from a Nation they deemed
their
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their Inferiors in every Inflance, except that

of Wealth and Power, (h) Such was the

Principle on v/hich John Fordim'^ Book was
publifi^ed,

This innocent, but ufeful Fraud remained

for fome Time unimpeached.—On the Re-
furrection of Letters, the Authenticity of the

Fa6ts was called in Queftion. -HeHor Boece

and John Major^ two Scotijh Writers, of

fome Abilities, wrote in Support of the new
Syftem; And foon after, George Buchanan^

one of the firfl Genius's in Europe^ took up
the Subject 3 and, however unfairly he warp-

ed it, to anfwer the Purpofes of a Fadlion,

he ftill, from the Vigour of his Expreffion,

and Force of hi? Colouring, gave it Reputa-

tion in remote Countries.—With fuch a

Leader at their Head, inferior Writers of

the Scotijh Nation fell into a Sort of hif-

torical Phrenzy.— i^/j They perfuaded them-

felves, and endeavoured to perfuade others,

that the Irip Scots, (o celebrated thro' all

Europe, in the fixth, feventh, and eighth

Centuries, were Natives of the Highlands

of North-Britain-, and that thofe very High-

lands, were the Hihernia, Scotia^ and lerne

.€f the antient Latin Writers !

The

'(h) See hnui^z EfTay. Vol. II. paflim.

(0 '^iJP^''
Frimoi-ci. cap. i6. p, 575, etpaflTim.
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The learned Canthdeji^ Primate VPoer^ Dr.

Loyd:, Bifhop of St. Afaph^ and Dr. Stilling^

fieet^ appeared foremoil among the Engltjh

Antiquaries, in detecting this wild Hypo-
thefis. They gave the Pubhc the fulleft

Convidion of its Forgery; but had no Suc-

cefs in convincing their Adverfaries, Theffe-

Men would not be convinced.—No Fad:
can afford a ftronger Proof of the Obfti-

nacy of the polemic Spirit ; and certainly

none fhould give us a greater Miftruft of it,

than to find it fo invincible, in a mere Point

of Party-Honour, (for no Party-Intereft was
now concerned) fo ill fupported, and fo ill

underftoodj as this before us certainly vi^as.

Writers of every Form, and Sir George
Mac Kenzie in the higheft, fet themfelves

in Oppofition to UJher and Stillingfeet.—
Fordun's Scheme was a FalladiiLtriy which
muft be replaced, or the State could not
ftand: For, to fuch a ridiculous Extreme
did the King's Advocate for Scotland

carry this Point, as to pronounce it a Spe-
cies of (k) Fligh-treafon, to controvert the

Antiquity given by his Countrymen to the
royal Line of Scots in Britain, That Ad-
vocate publifhed two Volumes in Defence

of

{h) See Stilling, Origin. Britacn. iu Pref. p. 4, et k^^.
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of their Utopian Schemes, and put numbdr-.^

lefs Authors, antient and modern, on the

Rack, td depofe in Favour of Fadts un-

known to Antiquity.—The finifhihg this

literary War fell naturally on the Antiqua-

rians of Irdandy as they could fupport, from
their domeftic Chronicles, what the Writers

of England adduced from the beft foreign

Authorities. They foon blew up all the

Forts that the modern Writers of Norths

Britain have been erecting fmce the Days of

Fordiin : And the new Syftem has been fo

compleatly demoliflied, that no Expedient

was left, but to eredt another on its Ruins
^

with what Succefs we Ihall foon fee,

Vordwi^ Scheme, methodized, amended,

and vindicated, for feveral hundred Years,

was finally abandoned j and (I) Mr. Mac
Therfony who fets out with a fecond Hypo-
thefis, does not hefitate to denounce his

hiflorical PredecefTors, ^vz^Biichanan\i\vn.''

felf, as a Set of Impoflors, who had neither

Records nor Tradition, to countenance their

romantic Details of the Times before Fer^

gusy the Son of Erk, who died King of

the Albanian Dal-Riada in the fixth Cen-

tury.

To

(/) Dlffcrtit. onTmora, p. 7. Dub. Edit.'
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To throw a little Light on what has been
obfcured by thefe Writers, a few Obferva-

tions upon the antient State of North-Britain

will not be improper.—That Country was
originally peopled by a Nation of the (m)
Scandinavia?! Scythians, The Book of Lecart

and other Chronicles mention their fetting up
a Monarchy there under Gtid and Cathluan^

their two firfl Kings : There is, no Doubt,
much Fable mixed with the Originals of
Nations; but in thofe of feveral Countries

fome Truths are difcoverable . As on a
^Mountain overfhadowed with Clouds, fome
Spots are here and there enlightened; fo, in

the Inftance before us, tho' the Migration

of thofe Hyperborean Scythians^ (firft into

Ireland^ and then into North-Britain) may
not be true, or may be obfcured by falfe

Details; yet the Account of their being led

by their Heroes Giid and Cathluan^ feems to

point out clearly their true Original: In the
firft Name, we fee their Extradion from
the Gets^ afterwards called Goths-, and in the
Word Cathhian, which the Romans ^ave
tranfmuted a little to their own fofter Ac-
cents, we find the true Radicals of Caledonia^

and Caledonians.

Thefe Goths, or Caledonians^ having, like

the Agathyrfi, who fwarmed from the fame

Hive,

(ifw) Stilling, Orisin. Britaao. p. 246; 7, &c,
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Hive, the Cuflom of painting their Bodies,

were, on that Account, called Criiithnidh^ by
the '^x)X\z\\\. Scots ', andj on the fame Score, the

Ro?na7iSy in After-times, gave them the Name
of PiBsy to diftinguifh them from the Scots^

who, in the third, Century, began to have
fixed Settlements in North-Britain.

In what particular Time the Caledonians

firft planted North-Britain^ we know not,

nor would the Knowledge now be impor-

tant. It happened in a remote Age, when
they fplit into feveral little petty Govern-

ments ', when every Head of a Tribe became
the Monarch of it. In Procefs of Time,
and in the natural Courfe of Things, fome
Prince, endowed with Ability, and favored by
Fortune, maftered the reft, and laid theFoun-

dation of that Monarchy, by feventy Kings,

which continued down to the Conqueft of

the Highlands and Hebrides^ by the Dalriada

Race, in the fixth Century.

For feveral Ages before that Conqueft,

the Irijlj kept a conftant Communication

with the Caledonians, The Roman Invafi-

ons of South Britain made them enter into

ftill clofer Alliances, for the Prefervation of

their Liberties. The Fragments of old

Scotijh Hiftory which remain, aifert thefc

Faas,



HISTORY ^/-S GOTLAND. 17

Fadts, and the Roman Writers confirm

them.

During the Space of 1*70 Years, from the

Entrance oiAgricola, the jR^wj;? Commander,
to theWar between the Irijh and CaledonianSy

m the third Century, the two Nations conti-

nued in clofe Confederacy againfl the Ro-
inam and fouthern Bri-ons. But the Irifi

in all that Time made no iixz^ Settlements

in North-Britain, They returned to their

native Country, after finifhing their foreigri

Expeditions, fometimes covered with Dif-

grace, at others laden with Spoils. In either

Cafe, Ireland was the Refource of their

Strength, as well as Security.

It was only in the third Century, that &r;w^jr

CfCimin, King of Ireland, broke off all Con-
nexion with the Northern-Britons. To re-

venge the Protedlion given by the Pi5is to

his Rebel-Subjed:s, he invaded their Coun-
try, and extended his Power over a Part of
it. Fionn Mac Cumhail, his Son-in-law,

and Chief of the Bafgneaji Clan, was then
Commander of his Armies. Carbre-Riada^

Prince of Miinfter, and the Monarch's ow^n

Coufm-german, diftinguilhed himfelf fignal-

ly in this War, and, in Reward, obtained not

only a Territory in Vlfter, conquered from
the Rudrician Race, but that in North-Bri^

B Uiin^
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tain^ conquered from the TiEls, Each of

thefe conquered Countries got the Name of

Dalriada^ from Carbre-Riada, the firft Pof-

felTor.

This fmall Settlement in North-Britain

^

threw the PiBs intojuft Terror of the Pow-
er and Vicinity of the Nation, who eftablifh-

ed it; and they wifely entered into Meafures

for their own Security, by united Efforts to

expel the New-comers. In that View, they

fucceeded, after many Conflids: Towards
the End of the fourth Century, they fub-

dued the growing Scotifi Colony, and forced

the Chiefs ofittofecure themfeives, by a

precipitate Flight into the Mother-Country.

The Efforts of the Scots to re-eftablifh,

and of the PiBs to defend themfeives, tho-

rough the whole Century which fucceeded,

are but little detailed in our old Chronicles.

We have only enough left, to inform us, that

the former did not fucceed, until the domeflic

Contentions at Home giving Way (after the

Battle of Ocha) to the fuperior Power of the

Hy-Nialh^ a formidable Army was raif-

ed in Favor of the Dalriada Family, and

put under the Conducft of Lcarn^ the Head
of it. With this Army, a Defcent was
inade in North-Britain^ Kentirc^ Knapdale.

Ardgyle^ horne^ and Braidalbi7ie^ and the

con-
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contiguous weftern Illes were conquered.—-

The Monarchy of Scots, m this extended

JDal-Riaddy began at this Time; not before.

Our more accurate Chrcnologers date it from
the Year 503, and the learned UJher concurs

with them in that Epoch.—Even this Mo-
narchy, as was but natural, continued in a

State ofVaifalage to that oilrelaiid, untW^idan

King of the Mbanian Scots, obtained an in-

dependent Sovereignty, j:hrough the Ordinan-

ces made in the great Convendon of the Irijh

States, held at Drumkeat^ in the Year 590.

Such, in brief, are themoft authentic Ae«
counts we have of the firfh Settlements of
the FiBs and Scots in North-Britain : And
when it was proved, beyond all Controverfy,

that this Monarchy of Scots, in Britain, had
no (n) earlier a Date, than this affigned

by the old IriJh Chronicles, and that the an-

tient Scots, fo celebrated in the middle Chrif-

tian Ages, were Natives of Ireland, not of

the Highlajids; the Detedlion of the Forgery

was a Wound which rankled in the Breads

of Numbers -, as it not only ftripped the Au-
thors of all hiftorical Reputation, but their

Country of the Honour intended it, by the

B 2 Adoption

(«) See Innei's Ciitica! E%\ Vol. 2, p. (i(>^^ 667.
et reliq.
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Adoption of Children, who gained fo much
Credit to the true Mother,

Such IS the Spirit of our human Syftem:

It kindles into ftrong Refentment on the

Detedlion of a favorite Prejudice, or favorite

Error ; and few Things can characterize the

Impotence of the human Mind better, than

the Pain it fometimes fuffers from right In-

formation : To this Impotence, we are to af-

cribe the recent Efforts of the Writers of

'North-Britain^ to make Reprizals, and to

imprefs an Idea, that the Pretenfions of Ire-*

Imid to the early Ufe of Hiflory, are as ill-

grounded as their own,—To this comforting

Period have they finally reduced the Contro-

verfy, like the fage Divine, who ended a

furious Conteft with the incredulous

'Jew. " Good Sir, if you do not acknow-
" lege the Authority of the New Teftament,
" I abfolutely renounce to the Authority of
^' the Old!"

Mr. Inne^^ a learned Ecclefiaftic of the

Scotch College in Paris^ was the firft who
opened this Scheme to his Countrymen. His

two Volumes on Scotijh Antiquities^ contain

feme Fads curious and ufeful: But the Bulk
of the Whole is employed to fhow, that the

Pretenlions oiIreland, to the early Ufe ofLet-

ters and Hittory, are no better grounded than

thofe
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thofe of Scotland: Like the Attempts of

Pere Hardouiuy to (hew that feveral Workjs

afcribed to the antient Clafficks, are the Pro-

duftions of ulterior Ages^ his Arguments
are plaufable, not folid^ conlifting of mere
Negatives; which, on fumming up their

whole Evidence, do not amount to one po-

fitive Proof of his main Argument,---They
only open a Vein of hiftorical Scepticifm,

which indeed may have its Ufe, by engaging

Writers in a more critical Examination of

our antient Scotifi Writings, than hath been

hitherto entered upon.

It was from that Writer, that theTranilator

of Fingal has borrowed any tolerable Object

tion, to the hiftorical Accounts ftill prefeved

in the Gaelic or Scotic Language; though he
had not theCandor to make the fmalleft Ac-^

knowledgement to his Benefadlor. It is on-

ly when he difmifles this Guide, and gives us

Matter of his own, that he becomes con-

temptably ridiculous : But the Abbe InneS

had a Character to fupport, and would go
no farther than to offer his own Conjectures

and Negatives ; otherwife confefling himfelf

in the Cafe of (o) " one travelling alone, with
*^ out rneeting any Perfpn who could give

^[ him any certain Diredtions in his Journey/'

B 3 SECT,

{o) Mr. lnmi''% Prcf, Vol. i. p, 50.
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SECTION IL

OBSERVATIONS on Mr. Mac Pherfofh

Differtations and Notes on the Poems^ in-

titled^ FiNGAL and Temora,

MR. Mac Therfon was not as unfortu-

nate as Mr. Injiei^^ in travelling alone,

•=—He moii: confidently informs us, that he
took oral Tradition aloiie^ for his Guide;
when all hiftorical Scripture failed him.

By this inerrable Compafs, he fails back into

remote Ages, and difcovers there a ne^'.v Mo-
narchy of Scots in Britain^ to make us

Amends for the Ruin of the old:, which Bu-
charian took fo much Pains to immortalize

and adorn.

A little low AJlutla runs through the

whole Game which this Writer would play

ypon
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upon us:— (/>)
" He cannot fay how early the

*' Monarchy of the GaedkiU or ^cots^ began
<« in Britain \ but that it flourifhed in the
«' firft Century, under Thrathal, (which, by
*^ the Way, is not a Scotip Name) he is

*' certain. The Monarchy of the Scots in

" Ireland had ftill," he affumes, " a later

*^ Beginning; but without Luftre or Con-
*' fequence, fave only what it received from
*' the Parent-Country, (the 'Highlands)
*' which hardly could preferve this its own
*^ infant Colony from being flrangled in its

*' Irijh Cradle." The fame Spirit which
pofTefTed his Countrymen, Dempjler^ Cham-^

tars and Lejley^ to claim the Scots^ celebrated

through Europe, in the 6th, 7th, and 8th

Centuries, as Natives of the Highlands; hath

feized on Mr. Mac Pherfon, to transfer thi-

ther the Nativity of our Scotijlo Heroes^ in

the Heathen Times; He well knew, how-
ever, that the Errors of the former Writers

could not be fupported; and, therefore, like

the'falfe Mother, he would now divide tke

Child, and fupport his Preteniions, from the

Informations of (q) Ojjian, or OJJcian^ whom
B 4 he

[p) See the Differtatlon an4 Notes on Temoray by
Mr. Mac Pherfon.

(g) In his firft Publication of Poems from the

Er/e, he calls this Bard Ofdan, and in the later Trano
flations, Offian: This (hews his little Knowledge of
the Gaelic^ or Scotijh Language. Oifm is the true Read-

ing, and fo written in all our antient Manufcripts,



24 DISSERTATIONS on tk

he reprefcnts {very ivifely\ for his Scheme)

as an illiterate Bard, ivbo li^ved in an illite"

rate Age I

ychn Fordtins Scheme of Monarchy was
plaufible, in an ignorant i\ge. The Scheme
before us would be abfolutely ridiculous, in

any. It required fome Knowledge in the

antient State of J;t&W and Scotlandy to anni-

hilate the former; the latter, leaning y?//^^

on blind Tradition, in its Dotage, can not

fland.—Before we dig its Grave, it may not

be improper to inform the Reader, previouf-

ly, that the Father of the aforefaid venera-

ble Offian (famous in Hiftory, for military

Skill and Jurifprudence and famous in Ro-
mance, for marvelous Exploits,) was known,
and is ftill known, in Ireland and (r) Scot-

land^ by the Name of Ficnn Mac CumhaiL

The Hiftories of the Learned, the Traditi-

ons of the Vulgar, gave him no other Name.
—At prefent, our Miftake is redliiied.—By
poetical Baptifm^ this Prince is, in the Po-
ems before us, called Fingal-, and by hijio-

rical Creation^ he is dubbed (s) Ki?2g of
Scotland I—Stripped of his native Country,

ftripped of his very Name, he is made am-
ple Amends in a Diadem !—Nor doth it im-

port,

(r) See Mr. Martm's Travels into Scotland, in his

Defcription of the Ifle of Sky. p. 152.

(5) See Dillertat. to Fingah Dub. Edit, p, 20.
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port, that no fuch Name as FingaU can be

found in the regal Lifts of Ireland or ScoU

land, or that all antient and modern Hiftory

is filent of fuch a Monarch.-—Q^<^;^'s Autho-

rity is fufficient for recognizing his Majef-

ty's Title; and it ^yould be hiftorical

High-treafon to controvert it with his Ma-
jefty's own dear Son. With fuch Authority,

Mr. Mac Pherfon may bear down upon us

very triumphantly.—He may contend for

it, that OJmis Power over the Hijiory^ fhould

extend to the Geography^ of this Ifland:

—

That Moylena (famous for its two Battles

;

one in the fecond, the other in the tenth

Century) ought to remain in IJljier^ where

OJjian placed it, not in the King's County,

where it lyes at prefent ; and that Nothing
but geographical Tyranny could remove (t)

Teamor^ (his Temora) the Seat of the antient

Irijh Kings, from the fame Northern Pro-

vince, into Meathy where it obftinately re-

mains ftill; notwithftanding the Writ of

Recaption, which Mr. Mac Pherfon took out

againft it, in 1 764; that he might replace it 011

the old Foundations : He may, I fay, contend

for the Redtitude of all this ; and, indeed,

with as much Juftice, as for a Monarchy of

Scots

{{) See IKx Mac PJjirfonh Advertifement prefixed to

the Poem of TV^^^ra.
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ScotSy in Britain^ full five hundred Years

before the true Time

!

In Truth, there would be no End of point-

ing out the topographical Ignorance of

OJfian^ in omitting, as well as mifplacing,

fome of thofe moft noted Places of Ireland \

which muft naturally come within the Plan

of his Poems : His Invention, however, is

very prolific; and is particularly fo, where
Poetry wants it leaft, or is difgraced by it.

In that Cafe, it is amazing, that Mr. Mac
Fherjo7i^\d.x\ot fet OSSIAN right

-y
as he had

Materials for it; as the Originals were in his

own Hands ; and as he might y^f*/)' give OJfian

fome topographical Accuracy, in the Tranjla^

tion. By difarming Criticifm from that Quar-

ter, he would have weakened its Power
over others, where its Sentence would be

doubtful and arbitrary ; inftead of being de-^

cifive and fatal, as we fliall foon find it.-—

Thus, inflead of Eamhain^ or Eafnania, the

celebrated Seat of the Kings of Uljiery which

Offian never once mentions, we have the

Caftle of (u) I'tira^ many Ages before a fin-

gle Caftle was built in the Kingdom : And,

inftead of Craove-roe, the Academy near

Eamania for teaching the Ufe of Arms, he
gives us Muri's Hall; a Name as little known

to

(«) See rimal. p. i»
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to all antient Writers, as Turn itfelf.—From
numberlefs Inftances of fuch Forgeries, O-
miffions, and Mifplacings, the Reader will be

enabled to form a proper Judgment of OJJi'

an, as well as of OJjian^ Tranjlator,

That the Poems of Fingal and Te?fiora

have no Foundation in the Hiftory of the

antient Scots, is an Idea that we are very

far from eftablifhing. They are evidently

founded on the Romances, and vulgar Stories

of the (w) T'an-Bo'Cualgiiey War, and thofe

of the Fiana Ereann,—The Poet, whoever
he was, picked up many of the Names of

Men and Places to be found in thofe Tales,

and Invention made up the reft. In digeft-

ing thefe Poems into the prefent Forms,
Chronology was overlooked, and the Adors
ofdifFerentAges are all made Coevals. OJJi"

an, an antient Bard of the third Century, is

pitched upon, as a proper Author, to gain

Admiration for fuch Compofitions ; and the
more (it fhould feem) as he was himfeif an
illiterate Bard, and that his Works ran un-
mixed through the clear Stream of oral Tra-

dition,

(w) The Tan-Bo-Cuolgney War, Tvhereln CuchuWn^
*Terdia, Comll Cearnach, Fergus Mac Roy^ Sec. fjgna-

lized themfelves, was carried on Ibme few Years be-
fore the Commencement of the Ghriflian Ara. Ficfin

Mac Cumhaill and the Fiana Ereann flourifhed in the
third Century. M. Mac Pherfon or OJJian makes thi^m
Cotemporaries. Vid, Ogyg, p. 128.
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4ition, through fo Jhort a Period as eleven

hundred Years!—This, then, is the Founda-

tioriy and this the Secret^ of the Poems be-

fore us ; but, furely , too much of the Secret

is revealed, and a little moreArt would be ne»

ceiTary, to gain them a Colour of Antiquity.

To bring Heroes together, vA\o lived in

dift^nt Periods ot Time ; and to omit many
of the celebrated Names of the Age, wherein

the Scene is laid, na^y, perhaps, be granted

to the Licenfe of Poetry j particularly to %
Modern, who ventures on a Blaji from the

Epc ^rurnp.—Bnt to fupply the Omiflion of

fucn Names, by others, unknown to Antiqui-

ty, and mere Exotics too, without (x) verna-

cular Cadence, js too much ; and ftill more fo,

when Manners and Cuftoms are introduced,

charadleriflic of ulterior Times on\y.—Oifin^

the Son of Fio7in Mac Cumhail^ could not take

fuch Licenfe ^ fince poetic Infpiration never

pretended to extend fo far. He could not

cafe up his own Father in burnijfhed Corfelet,

or Steel Panoply, nor ftud his Chariot with

coftly Gem^, many Ages before Coat?

of

{x) Such as Semoy Puno, Favi, and numbcrlefs

other Names. Matha is indeed found in many old

MfT. but being the Name of one of the four Evangc-

lifts, it was not introduced until after the Receptio!^

^f Chriftianily.

(y) See Fingal, Dub. Edit, p, 13
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of Mail, or inlaid Ornaments, were known in

his native Country.—This, I fay, he could

not have done ; but it was very eafy to Offiany

the Son of Fingal\ Ossian, the poetic

Grandfather of Mr. James Mac Pherfon^ the

poetic Grandfojiy could do it 5 and therefore

did do it.

In Truth, the Abfurdity of inferting into

thefe Poems of Fingal and Temora, Cuftoms,

unknown in Ireland^ or North-Britain^ un-
til long after the Deceafe of the fuppofed

Author, brings a Proof not to be invalidated,

that th^ Exhibiter of thefe modern Cuftoms,
is a mere modern Poet. The Omiflion of
the religious Machinery is not indeed a
Proof equally ftrong; but one decifive

enough, as to the Poet's Ignorance of the

druidic Theology. Mr. Mac Pherfon eafi-

ly forefew, that this Omiflion would create

Miftruft, and, unfortunately, enhances our
Sufpicion, by a moft filly Effort to account
for it. (z) '' Before OJians Time, (he tells

us) the druidic Religion was fet afide."

—

But he goes on:—" The Power of the
Druids^ to eledt a Vergobretiis, was at an
End."--" Upon their utter Overthrow, the
Ofiice of a Vergobretus became hereditary,

and the eftabliflied Religion was abolifhed.*'

This

(2) See the Diflertat. to Fmgal p. 5. 6. ct fcq.
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This is the Subftance of his long-winded

Detail of the Ruin of the Druids,—A\\ our

Remains of antient Hiftory are againft him;
and what Authority does he oppofe to their

Teftimony ?—His own 5 his own only !—

Who, ever, before the Appearance of this

new hijiorical Revelation^ heard of a Vergo-

bretus (fo called) among the Caledonians'^

or, indeed, among any other Celtic People,

the Mdui^ in GaiiU alone excepted ? (a) It

is Ccefar who gives us the Name, and de-

fcribes the Office; and that in a Corner only

of the extenfive Country he conquered. Had
Ccejar never wrote, we fhould never hear of

the Name. Let it be admitted, however, that,

as Vergobrettis fignifies a Judge, and that we
need not difpute about a Word, when the

Thing, that is, the Office of a defpotic Ma-
giftrate, is intended : Yet, who informed Mr.

Mac Fherfon of a civil War between the

Druids and a fupreme Officer, the tempora-

ry Defpot of their own Choice ? Who, I fay,

informed him of the Dodtrine of hereditary

Right's being eftabliihed in Caledonia^ fo ma-

ny Ages before the Idea of fuch a Right was

conceived in thefe lilands, or indeed, any

other Northern Country ? Could fuch a Re-

volution, for which we have his bare Word
only

(a) Vergobretum vocant /E^tt/, qui creatur annuus,

ct vitsp, necifque in fuos habetpotcftateni. Ccefar, BelL

Gallic lib. I
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only, produce, as he pretends, an utter Abo-

lition of the eftabliilied Religion of thofe

Times ?~It is fuperlatively abfurd to fuppofe

it. It is ridiculous to aflert it.—All antient

Hiftory contradicts it.

Reformation, indeed, might be ufeful in

thofe Days, as in our own 3 and antient

Ane(;dotes inform us, that, in the Reign of

Cormac O'Ciiimi^ fuch a Reform was unfuc-

cefsfully attempted here in Ireland. Popu-
lar Superflition was too ftrong for that Mo-
narches Power, or Philofophy, to be fhaken

by either : Yet, with all the Succefs, that the

Rage of Reformation, or Spirit of Tyranny,

could require ; can we fuppofe, that any fpi-

ritual Revolution, in thofe heathen Days,

could, thus, as it were, injlantly^ produce a
total Suppreffion of the ritual Ceremonial,

and dodrinal Parts of the antient Worihip ?

Hypothethical Folly alone,, could fuppofe

and effedt it.

Mr. Mac Pherfon is, undoubtedly, a Man
©f good natural Abilities, cultivated by Read-
ing and Reflexion : And yet, I know not
from what Fatality, he appears as deftitute

ofCommone-fenfe, as of Decency, in moft of
his Aflumptions (for they are no better) on
the Subjed: before us. He wants Decency,
in the illiberal Abufe of all antient and mo-

dern
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dern Writers, who endeavoured to throw
Lights upon the antient State of Ireland, and
North-Britain •y2LnA he wants Common-fenfe,
in Points, which his cooler Judgment would
doubtlefs corredt; had not the Rage of nati-

onal Invedive taken abfolute Pofleffion of his

whole Faculties. In fuch a Mood he muft

be, when he advances, that " in the Period,

" when Property is ejiablijhed among Men,
*' and that they enter into AfTociations for

^^ mutiialV>dtr\ct', Then is their State the
*' Region of complete Barbarifm ^nd Igno-
** ranee."—The Words are to be found in

p. 18 and 19 of his Diflertation on Temo-
RA ;

{'Dublin Edition) and a Man of his

Knowledge could not betray fuch Ignorance

of the State of civil Society; but upon the

Principle we have laid down.

In the long Controverfy about Fordun\

hiftorical Hypothefis, the Writers of North-

Britain pretended to Authority, antient and

modern:—Mr. Mac Pherfon pretends to

neither ; and, were we to choofe an Adverfa-

ry, with no better View than the Eafe of

Refutation, he, doubtlefs, would be our

Man, But we proceed on a better Motive,

from the Hope that much of our antient Sco-

tip Hiflory may yet be exhibited in a ufeful

Light ; and from the Fear that the prevalent

Prejudices againft it may be ftrengthened,

even
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even by fuch an hypothetical Chimera as we
have already partly expofed. In the Part

we are now beginning to confider, our Ad-
verfary is exadly in the Cafe of one, who
lliould draw, by Lot, for a hundred wild

Notions, and hit upon the mldejl. It mufl

furely be fo, wlien it comes owtfor him, and

us, his Readers, that •' t-be firfl: Chrijian Mif-
*' fionaries in Caledonia^ (/' / took PofTeffion of
*' the Groves and other lurking Places of the
" detefted Druids! " Doth he not here draw
v/ith the mofl; unexampled Effrontery on the

Credulity of Mankind ? —Was it to recom-
mend themfelves to the Caledonians, that

thefe holy Men have thus filled the Seats

of Deceit and Superftition ?—Was this Seclu-

fion from Society, this criminal Adoption of

the Pradrices of their detefted Predeceflbrs,

the proper Method for preaching the

Doctrine, and enforcing the Exam.ple

of our Divine Mafler? The Absur-

dity of all this is great -, and what comes in

the Rear of the Account is prodigious

;

when he informs us, that thefe Miflionaries

took the Name of Ciddees, from fequeflring

themfelves in the Caves and Groves of the

Dn/zW Fugitives ! In truth, the Sequefbration,

here to be confidered, is that of the Author
of fuch Reports, from common Senfe, or

C common

[h) See the Diflertat, on Tlngal p. 8,
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common Shame; for common Knowledge
is out of the Queftion.

—

Culdee (in the Gaelic

^

or Scotic, Ceile-De) fignifies one fequeftered,

or efpoufed to God. This is fo well known
to every Man of common Skill in our Lan-
guage, that it is not to be contended for. We
are only to remark ^ that Mr. Mac Pherfon'^

(^^JCULDICH is not to be fupported^otherwife

than as an uncouth Barbarifm in Language

;

as ill explained, as it is ill applied. In learn-

ing of the literal Senfe of Culdee (properly

Cele-De,) he might be well informed by
fome of his learned Countrymen in the

Highlajids, Buchanan knew the Meaning
ofthe Word well, by calling them Dei CuU
tores^ as Mr. O'Flaherty calls them Colidei.

—-They were, in Fadl, a Society, or College,

of Religious; fequeftered after^ not before^

the Scot$ were converted to Chriftianity.

They fequeftered themfelves in conventual

Communities, not in the Groves or Caves

of the antient Druids.

SECT.

(f) Diflertat. on Flngal p. 9.
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SECT. IIL

Mr. Mac Fherfo7i\ hereditary Monarchy of

Scots examined.

WHEN the Imagination is once fer-

mented in the Depths of an Hypo-
thefis, a Fever, and, in its Progrefs, a Phren--

zy, of the Mind enfues. This Diilemper

feldom admits of any Remedy ; and in this

State it was that Mr. Mac Phe?'fc7i conceiv-

ed, that the old hereditary Monarchy he
reared on the New Foundations of OJJian^

would certainly fland, could he but per-

fuade his Readers, that the hiftorical Writ-
ings, flill preferved in the old Scotijh Lan-
guage, are no better than a crude and indi-

geiled Heap of Fables 3 what, no Doubt, the

Interefl of his Hypothefis required they

fhould be. Argument comes little to his

Affiftance in this Part of his Talk; but Dif-

C 2 ingenuity,



36 DISSERTATIOL >onthe

ingenuity, Railing, and national Abufe, fupply

its Place. He condems our old Authors, with-

out any Tryal, and generoufly hires himfelf

out to be their Executioner -, as if, like cer-

tain India?! Enthufiajis^ he conceived that the

Murder of his beft Friends intitled him to

the Inheritance of their good Qualities.

But, granting, in Pity to his Diftemper, what
can never be granted to any other Writer,

that his Conje6lures (from Mr. Innss^f con-

cerning our antient Chronicles are jufl ; yet

ftill his Hypothecs would gain Nothing by
it,—The Proofs are coming forward.

They fliould not indeed come forward {<y

readily, had he not intangled himfelf, or had

OJftan not intangled him^ in a genealogical

and chronological Snare ; which a Writer,

of any common Vigilance in the Art ofFor-

gery, might eafily avoid. Let us firfl catch

Hold of him in FingaH (d) War with Ca-

racalla^ Son to the Emperor Severus : a War,
wherein, after remarking on the Unfairnefs

of the Roma?i Hiftorians, in concealing the

Ruin of their Army, and omitting the Ex-
ploits of the Caledonidn Hero who ruined itj

we are to obferve, in the next Place, that this

War fell out in the Year 211 : FingaU this

Conqueror of the bell Rofnan Army that

Britain

id) See DifTert. on Tingal p. XO.
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'Britain ever beheld, was then a beardlefs

Youth, according to our Northern Hiftorian,

and confequently, we may, without Mifiiake,

place his Birth about the Year 191, or 192;
and hence to the End of the lemoreait War,
and Death of Ofcar, Mr. Mac Fherjon

computes (e) precifely 56 Years, allowing

nineteen Years a-piece to each Generation

from Fingal to Ojcar inclufive.—The Hy-
pothefis is barely admiffible, and therefore

allowable, to fuch an Adverfary as we have

to deal with.—Shall we take the fame Li-

cenfe with the three other retrograde De-
fcents from Fingal to T^renmor^ who reigned,

according to Mr. Mac Pherfon^ in the firft

Century ? No : But we muft take ftill a much
more inadmiffible Liberty;—Inftead, there-

fore, ofthe aforefaid Precipitation ofBirths, by
fo few intermediate Years as 1 9 Years to each

;

let us, in Favour of our Adverfary, treble that

Number of Years, in our retrograde Genealo-

gy, and this will place the Birth of 'Trenmor

about the Time that Mr. Mac Pherfon^

Scheme requires . This, then , being fettled to his

Satisfaction, we requeft the Reader to mark
the glaring Abfurdity of this Computation ;

—each of the Princes in one Series of De^
fcents, requiring the Patriarchal Interval,

fuch as that between Abraham and Mofes^

C 3 from

(^) See Tmora, 225. 226,
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from one Generation to another ; and in the

immediate fubfequent Line, each Prince be-

coming the Father oi another-, before he was
well of Age to mount the tall Steed, and
refign his wooden Hobby Horfe !

How contrary fuch a Scheme is to Experi-

ence, and tothetechnicalCanoneftabliflied up-

on it, by '^ivljhac Newt071^ and the befi: Chro-

nologers, need not belhewn: BntMr, Mac
Vherfon has eflablin:ied a chronological Ca-

non of his oicn, refembling the Rack of Pro-

cniftes^ fliortening or Stretching the genera-

tions of Men, as it beil anfwered the Pur-

pofes, and fitted the Standard, of OJJian\ ge-

nealogical Torture ?

Mr. Mac Pherfon is fo condefcending as

to grant a Monarchy ofScots in Ireland, fo ear-

ly as the iirfl: Century: '' A Colony (fays he)
^' of Caledonian Highlanders (g) ertabliflied

^* themfelves in Uljier, fome Time before
*' the Incarnation -, where they lay in great
*' Peril of Extirpation from the Firbolgs^ had
*' not Trathal^ the King, or Vergobret,, of
*' Scotland, fent his Brother Conor to their

" Aid-Through thatAid," (he tellsus) '' the
*' Caledojiia?! Power became fo fuperior in

J' Ireland^ that, in a Convention of the States,

'' Co7iar

{g) See the DifTertat. oxiTemora, p. 14, et f?q.
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" Conar was elecfted King of the whole If-

" land. Hence the Scotijlo Monarchy of

" Ireland had its Commencement, and was
*' eftablifhed on the Principle of hereditary

*' Rights till the Succeffion was interrupted

^' in the fifth Generation by an Infurred:ion

" of the Firbolgs,—In this Civil Scuffle,

" Cormacjy the Son of Artho, a Minor-Mo-
^' narch, under Guarcjianiliip, was mur-
*^ dered, &c,"

Let us now analize this hopeful Account,

1—According to our accurate Author, this

young King Corfnac was the fifth Generation

from Tremnor, King of Caledonia in the firil

Century;—Let us allow 33 Years (not 19)
to each Generation, and the Birth of this

Son of Artho (as he is called) will fall in

the Year 165; and in Courfe of Nature

it could not be m.uch more or lefs. Again:

Take in the five Reigns, from Conar (who,

he fays, reigned towards the Clofe of the

firft Century) to the Death of the Minor
Cormac, at 25 Years, one Reign with the

other ; and the numerical Total, added to

the laft 30 Years of the firft Century, will

place that young Monarch's Death in the

Year 155; and the main Difference between

that and 165, will place his Death in the

Year 1 60. This technical Rule will not be

excepted to, by any one verfed in the Ca-

nons
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nons of technical Chronology, except in the

Inftance of being too favourable to Mr.

Mac Pherfo?!. Now Fingal^ who, it is faid,

quitted his Exploits in Locklin^ to attack

and defeat Caracallam the Year 211, and

who is exhibited to us as then in his early

Youth, muft be born about the Year 190,

and confequently could not come to l^emora

about the Year 160, to revenge the Death

of his Coufin Cormac ; unlefs we fuppofe it

could be done 30 Years or thereabouts be-

before Fingal himfelf was born.

But.this ill-fated Account drags flill more
Abfurdity along with it : For, in Facl, FingaU

who is reprefented as the third Generation

from Trenmor^ fhould by the Courfe of Na-
ture be dead, before Corrnac^ the fifth Gene-

ration from the fame Trenmor^ was murder-

ed—Nay more : Had the beardlefs Youth

Fingal defeated Caracalla in 21 1; how
could he be the Grandfather of Ojca}\ who
was (ex Hypothefi) killed in I'emora^ fifty

Years before that Time ?

Here we difmifs this genealogical and

chronological Analyfis, although not for

Want of Matter y and Mr. Mac Pherfon

mufl be 720W convinced that a great deal is

left unfaid, which would throw more Sun-

iliine on his or OJfiaii^ Forgery. Indeed,

as



HISTORY /SCOTLAND. 41

as they have contrived the Matter, it is a

Womb teeming v^ith Inconiiftencies and
Abfurdities; which, hke the Children of

Sifiy m the Paradife Loji, prey upon the

Bowels of their common Mother.—And all

this is truly the more wonderful, as a little

more fyftematical Penetration, reconcileable

with itfelf and with the common Courfe of

Nature, would fofar preclude the Triumph
of an Adverfary, and iilence the mofl peeviihi

Criticifm.

His Account of Swaran, King of Locb'^

lyns Invafion of Ireland^ in the third Cen-
tury, is of a Piece with his other AlTertionsj

when it is a Fad indifputable, that the Scmi-

di?2avians, who obtained the Name of Loch-
lyns, made no Incurfions into Britain and
Ireland^ until the eighth Century, not long
after the Time (as a judicious (a) Writer
obferves) that their Intercourfes with the

Saxons made them expert Navigators. He,
however, who could alfert proleptically, that

hereditary Right v/as eftabliflied lineally

among the antient Scotijh Monarchs, and
that minor Kings conduced their Admini-
ftration by Guardians, could as readily fur-

niih Swaran in the third Century with float-

{a) See a Pamphlet, entitled, '' Fin gal a Knight-
Enant.'^ Lond. Edit. 1765.
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ing Caililes, fpreading their Wings of Can^
vas, and threatening Deilrud:ioa to remote

Nations.

But we had enough of Anticipation of

national Manners, genealogical Incongru-

ities, and geographical Ignorance. They
fhould ever pafs unnoticed in a mere mode?-n

Romance, had it not been believed by fomc
(for fome have believed Mr. Mac Fherfon^ on
his bare Word) *' that the Account is little

*' (b) interlarded with Fable, and that the
*^ Compoiitlons of OJjiaji are not lefs valu-

" able, for the Light they throw on the an-
*' tient State of Scotland and Ireland^ than
*' they are for their poetical Merit." This
is the Point driven at, to gain a Monarchy
of Scots in Britain 500 Years before the true

T!ime ; a Point not to be carried, unlefs Cre-

dulity itfelf was lulled into a State of Dotage,

and brought to conceive that the Language
of the antient Scots^ fbill preferved in our

eld Writings, ought to be fet afide in Favor

of OJfians Er/e, a Dialecft kept from Cor-
ruption by the Salt of oral Tradition only,

and luckily preferved from the Infidelity of

Books, or Errors of Tranfcribers, who, in

the Courfe of a thoufand Years, might com-
mit fuch Miflakes as would fet the Learned

hard

{h) See the Preface to FingaL
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hard to redify. Upon this Principle, he
rejedis our literary ProduBio?is \ and, to fhew

.

upon what Grounds ; he doth not fcruple to

advance, that the antient Gaelic, or Scotic^

'' (c) was preferved, from Age to Age,
'' among an illiterate People, who were
*' funk in extreme Ignorance and Barbarifm,
" ever fince the Saxofis took Poffeflion of
" the LowlandsJ' Thus it is, that he di-

vides his Contempt for his Readers, between
bare-faced ImpoHtion, on the one Hand, and
national Slander, on the other : But the

Readers of South-Britain will hardly take

his bare Word for it, that any Language
can be preferved in its clailical Integrity

through many Ages, among an unlettered

People ; and the Gentry of the Highlmids

know beft what is due to him, for reprefent-

ing their Anceftors as the wojl ignorant Bar-
bariafis, in Contradiction to Adamnan and
Bede, Writers of the feventh and eighth

Centuries, who reprefent them as a civilized

lettered Nation.

We muft not bear too hard on this Gen-
tleman ; and we muft confefs, that the In-

tereft of his Scheme required that he fliould

falfify all antient Hiftory, to cover feme of
his Paradoxes, He knew well that the mo^

dern

(c) See the DilTert. to 7mora, p. 29.
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dern Erfe of OJian would prove his Works
to be mere modern Poems 3 and in that Dif-

trefs it was neceflary for him to advance,

that the Gaelic^ preferved in the aiitient

Writings, is the real Jargon, and that the

Erfe of an illiterate Bard and iUiterate Na-
tion, is the genuine Clajjic Dialed: : The
Intereft of his Scheme, I fay, required that

he (hould advance all this ; and had he done

it, without Railing, or national Abufe, his

Prudence might ftand unimpeached, what-

ever became of his Honeily ; but bad Man-
ners^ mounted on the Back of Frauds is too

much ; and he muft charge himfelf with

the Chaftifement due to the double Provo-

cation,

Let us now liften a little to the Arguments

he brings in Proof of the Purity of Ojjiari^

Language {d). *' The Manners of the
*' People, the unadulterated Recitations of
" their Bards, and their Exemption from all

" foreign Mixtures, preferved the original

*' Integrity of this Language through fo long
" a SucceiTion of Ages."—Ridiculous and

falfe is the Affertion !—-Did not the Britijh

Scots mix wdth the Pi^s in the ninth Cen-
tury ? Were not the Hebrides^ by {e) Bu-

ckanan\

{d) See the DilTert. to Frngal.

{e) Rer. Scotic, lib. i. p. 22.
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chanafi's ownConfeffion, an hundred and fix-

tyYears in the Poile illon of the Danes? Were
not fuch Mixtures lufficient to corrupt the

Language of a People he -wifely pronounces

the moil: ignorant Barbarians r Could any

Art, but that of (/") Letters alone, preferve

the antient Compolitions of fuch, or in-^

deed of any Nation r—But as this is not an

improper Place for it, we will mention in

few Words what the Truth of Hiftory war-
rants, relatively to the Gaelic fpoken in the

Highlands, BtiovQMalcolm Ca7i-more\ Reign,

that Language was well preferved in Noj^th-

Britain, It was in his Days the Court-Lan-

guage; when it ceafed to be fo, foon after that

Prince's Times ; and that it was no longer

cultivated in Schools and Colleges, it natu-

rally degenerated into a corrupt Dialed:. The
little which Mr. Mac Fherfoji has pro-

duced, from OJJian^ is (very unfortunate-

ly for his Paradox) mere Jargon, and below
the Samples from the fame Country, prefix-

ed by Mr. Lhiid to his Archczologia Brita?i-

nica. It is precifeiy of the fame Stamp with

the wretched Lines he produces as Irijh

Compoiitions, without L^ijh Language to

fave Appearances ; both are incontrovertibly

out of the fame Mint, without any Refem-
blance

(f) Ilia linguae quotldie morhmtury qiiotidie nafcuniur^

fua pendent (x libldins imperii£ multitudmii, Muret,
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blance to the antient Verfes of the fixth and

feventh Centuries, produced in the Annals

of the Four Mafiers^ or any other claffical

Writings of the pofterior Ages. In Fadt,

fince the Days of the Bruces and Balioh^ the

Inhabitants of the Highlaiids do not pretend

that they kept any Schools, or Academies,

for the Prefervation of their Language : The
Irifh kept many, and the few ManufcriptSj

difcovered lately in ScotIa?idj are confelTed by

[g) Sir George Mac Kenzie to be Irijhy not

Erfe Compofitions. In the Mother Coujitry

alone, has this Language been preferved in

its claffical Purity. The Setdements on our

Sea Coafts, in the ninth Century, by the

Danes and other Normans^ did not effed:

the minuteft Change in our Language. The
interior Parts of the Kingdom were fafe

from the Settlements^ though not from the

Licurfwns, of thefe Rovers , and before their

Entrance, the Irip (as is confeffed on all

Hands) were the freeft Nation in Europe

from any foreign Mixtures, Even after the

Englifo Invalion, under j&;2ry 11. the new
Comers (beyond the E;;^///^ Pale) adopted

the Language of the Natives, and forgot

their own. Through the Means of Schools

and Seminaries, it has been preferved in

Thuomond,

(g) See his Advertifement to the Defence of the

Royal Line of Scoti.
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^hiiomond, in Conaught^ Tirconall, and "Tirone^

down to the Days of Queen Elizabethy and
is at this Day preferved in our old Books, It

is by fuch Means ah le that antient Lan-
guages can be preferved ; and that Man
muft be ridiculous indeed, who contends,

that they can be preferved by any other.

Let him borrow what Plumes he will from
the Wing of oral Tradition, or from the

Arrogance of a wild Imagination, yet ftill

Movet comictda rifurrt

Furtlvis niidata coloribus,—

*

In good Truth, when one confiders how
M.v,Mac Pherfon and OJ/ta?i have compound-
ed Matters between themfelves, it is ex-

tremely hard to maintain any Degree of Se-

rioufnefs, or forbear entering into the Hu-
mour of their Plan of a high Monarchy of
ScotSy in Brifai?!, fo early as the firft Century.

* Do, Offian^ make you a Colledlion of
* our old vulgar Tales about the Tain-Bc^
* Ciiailgne^ and Fiana Ereann, Give old
* Fionn Mac Ciimhaill the new Name of
* Fin GAL, and make G/r/6^///;?, who died ia
* the Beginning of th^frji Century, coeval
* with him, who died in the third. Interpo-
* late as many Fads of your own, as will
* give us a more magnificent Monarchy in

' Scotland^
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* Scotland, than that of John Fordun, whick
' has been annihilated by fome late Hiflo-

< rians and Critics.—/will be your Tran-
« flator and Diflertator.—/ alone will enfure

« your Wares, and make a good Market,

« before we are detected !

^ The Tafk will be difficult, Mr. Mac
^ FherJon.

^ Not at all, Offian, "Dt^X you In Gefieralsy

« as much as poffible : Should your Com-
* mentator miftake, in defcending to Par-

' ticulars, he alone will bear the Blame. If

' Carachull be not Caracalla^ or Caros Ca-
^ raujiusy the Fault will be mine, not your's.

^ True: But fhould we not be very cau-

« tious as to Manners, and adopt none, but,
* fuch as fuit the Times wherein we lay the

.
' Scene ?

< No Doubt, OJian, were you a mere
* modern Bard ; but as you are, or muji be,

* an antient, the Public willtake you at

* yeur Word. You may therefore fpread the

' Circle of poetic Licenfe very wide, and
^ introduce the Manners and Cuftoms of

V pofterior Times, I mean, as much of
* either, as will trim your epic Machinery,
' and give your Works all the epic Orna-

* m.ents.
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ments, that we fhall deem expedient for

our fecret Defign. Nay more, OJJian I

you may, in this View, embark your old

Heroes in Ships of magnificent Strudlore,

inftead of the Curachs ufei in the Days

of your fuppofed Father 5 you may cafe

up thefe Sons of Renown in fhining Coats

of Mail ; and you may fafely commit
geographi(!:al Violence, by tranfplanting

Moylena and Temora from their native

Country, as eafily as you have done Fin-

gal^hiitnML No Man, at this great Dif-

tance of Time, will controvert your lo-

comotive Powero

* Ay, Mr; Mac Pherfon ; but fliould we
not be careful not outrage genealogicri

Nature ? And how would it look, if I

were hot fomewhat confiftent with that

Nature, in the Account of my own fup-

pofed Anceftors ?

* Be not too fcrupulous, OJJian : If you
give too few Generations between your

two principal iEras , I will make
your Account confiilent ftill, by contraSf^

ing and ftretching the intermediate Times
of thefe Generations, as Milton did his

Devils in Fandemoniiim^ and this will pafs

on a credulous Public ; at leaft until you

and I have our private Ends out of it.

P ' Right,
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^ Right, Mr. Mac Pherfon : But what
* fhall we do with the old Irijh Chronicles

* and Language^ which ftand in the Way ?

* Leave that to me, Offtan : I will prove
' theformer to be no better than a Fardel
* of crude and ijidigejled Tales, and the lat*

* ter a corrupt Jargon, Nay more : I will

* d^monftrate, (for Demonftration comes
* not from Demon, the Devil, as fome have
' maintained) I will, I fay, demonjirate,

* that all Antiquity has been grofsly mifta-
* ken, in peopling our Highlands from Ire-'

^ lafid, or indeed in peopling the BritiJI)

* Ijlands with different Nations of Celts, who
* j^oke different Languages. For, OJ/ian,

* it is for the Intereft of your Scheme and
* mine, that they fhould fpeak but one, com-
* mon to all. I will prove that oralTradi-^

* tion alone is fufRcient in my Hands^ for fet-

* ing alide all foreign and domeflic Accounts.
* rehting to our own Kingdom of Morven.
^ With this Tradition, I fay, we will lay
• Lochlyn wafte, and people Ireland with
* our Highland Colonies. Still more, Offian^

^ I will demonflrate, that your Erfe is the

pure ScQtic^ or Caelicy fpoken in the third

i Century!

And
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« And what more, Mr. Mac Fherfcn ?

* What more, OJJian ! Why, I will pre-
* vail with our learned Hypercricic, Dr.
^ Blair (h), to fummon a Cloud of Wit-
* nefies from the Highlands and Hebrides^

* to depofe t/pon theirpoetical Confcience-,xh2X

* you and I are as honeft Fellows, as ever
' played a iirft and fecond Fiddle, in a po^
* etical Concert /'

Ludicrous as this Reprefentation may ap-

pear, and ridiculous as it is, in Fad: -, yet

there is Nothing fallacious or exaggerated ia

it ; as it exhibits the Farce, and difplays the

Intention of Mr. Mac Pherfonc, Scheme, in

its full Extent. We now return to the Con*
fideration of his other Paradoxes.

He aflerts, on his own Authority, (for

his Syftem required it) that the antient Cz-

ledonians were of the fame Stock with the

Gaedhils^ or antient Scots. Where is the

Proof ? He has it ready moft etymological-

ly ; for Words of any Refemblance are fuf-

ficient for his Purpofe. It lies (fays he) in

two fingle Monofyllables (/), Cael and Dun^
T> ^ or

{h) See the Appendix to Dr. Blair^s DifTertadon on
OJftan's Poems.

{i) See the Di/Tertation on Temora^ p. 9,
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or Don i and hence the Celts of the Hills

were called Caledonians, But, moft unfor-

tunately for this Etymology, the Sc0s never

called themfelves Caeh (which fignifies a

narrow Streight) but Gaedhilhy and fo their

Neighbours, the antient Britons^ named
them, with very little Variation ; nor doth

the Word Don (generally a prepofitive Par-

ticle) fignify an Hill, though Dun^ in the

Gaelic^ generally fignified any fortified Hil!,

and not feldom a Fortrefs on low Ground :

Inftances are innumerable. Lame, how-
ever, as this Etymology of Cael and Don
muft appear, it is one of the moft plaufible

in all his Diflertations and Notes ; moft of

his other Conjedlures being fo remote from
the true Radicals, that they anfwer no End,

but that of rendering their Author ridicu-

lous : In Truth, with fuch Licenfe as he has

taken, no Man can be at a Lofs for a Mean-
ing to any antient Compound. It is the

long-exploded Nonfenfe of Etymologifts

revived -, and as he has the Merit of re-infta-

ting it, let him take the Reward, fuch as his

Countryin2.n Buchanan affigned to allDream-
el's like him (k). *' I/lo enim niodo quidlibet ex
^* quolibet licebit e£ingere!\

But

{k) Rer. ^:otic. p. 3.
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But what utterly ruins his Etymology of

Caledo?iians from CaelDoUy is, that thofe he
ignorantly calls Cael^ were not fettled in

NorthBritaiiiy until feveral Ages after "Taci-

tus had mentioned the Caledonians as Inha-

bitants of that Country. Mr. Innes (/), his

Countryman, has fhewn clearly, that the

Caledonians were the Nation, known in Af-
ter-ages by the Name of FiBs ; and (m) Bu-
chanan afferts, upon the beft Grounds, that

planijfime PicTi fiierunt. To fhew, how-
ever, how much thefe Writers have mifta-

ken the Matter, Mr. Mac Pherfon (une

contre tons) advances, on his own bare

Word, that the Pi5ls and Scots were origi-

nally the fame People, and fpoke one com-
monLanguage; and this conjcioujly^ in Contra-

didion to (ri) Bede^ a living Witnefs when the

PiBs and Scots were two powerful Nations,

as different in their Language as in their

Original. Shall we rejedty^^^^ an Evidence,

with all Antiquity on his Side, in Favor of
yiv.Mac Pherfon s Night-mare AflUmptions,
^nd ricketty Etymologies }

This novel Word Cael has thrown him
into a magical Circle ; and it were to be

D 3 wifheci

(/) EfTay on the antient Inhabitants of Scotland^

Vol. I. p. 4^, 48, et reliq.

(m) Rer. Scotic. lib. i. p. 54.

(«) Hiftor. Ecdef. Gent, Ang. Cap. i\
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wifhed that ^ovno, fecond-fighted Exorcijl had
conjured him out of it. Before this is done,

we have only to remind the fober Reader,

of one Charm in the Word, which exceeds
.

sny that this Writer hath hitherto been pof-

felTed of. {o) '' From the double Meaning
" (fays he) of the Word Gael, which fig-

*' nifies StrangerSy as well as Gaids^ fome
*^ have imagined that the Anceftors of
•' the Caledoniam were of a different Race
** from the reft of the Briwis^ and that

*' they received theirName on that Account.'*

Who, but one pojfejfed^ could write at this

•wild Rate ? Let the Reader, however, be

fatisfied, that the antient Scots never called

themfelves Gael, but Gaedhil^ and that they

diftinguifhed all Strangers by the Name of

Gailly or Gmds ; all our antient and modern
Writers, Buchanan himfelf, will prove this.

None, but Mr. Mac Pherfon, ever dreamed
that the Scots were abfurd enough to call all

Strangers by their own Name !

Nothing, certainly, can be more dlfgu fl-

ing than this Tafk of expofing Writers, who
bid Defiance to all Authority and Argument,

to fupport a crazy Syftem. If they had-

not, like him we have to deal with, acquir-

ed fome Reputation, and that thoroughly

from the Ignorance of the Public on the

Subjed-,

{o) DiiTert, to 7moraf p. 5,
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Subjed, it fhould by no Means be attempt-

ed : Even in that Cafe, we are Lofers by our
Labor. If we do not unmafk them, it will

be faid we can?iot. When we do, we are

deemed impertinent for expelling Attention

to Things fo eafily refuted (/>); though
without the Refutation, the Forgery might
pafs for genuine Fadts. It is fome Satisfac-

tion, however, that this Difadvantage, on
our Side, will not be fo great on that of the

Reader. Through the Examination of fome
Particulars, he will be convinced how much
Mr. Mc. : Pherfon has impofed upon him.
To examine inferior Particulars, when that

End is obtained, would be to injure him

:

We are therefore haftening to the Con-
clufion.

Of the Original of the Cael (meaning the

antient Scots) he gives fuch an Account as

we are to take oji his bare etymological Word.
In the early Ages, '' thay were (fays he) a
*' ramblings that is, a vagabond Nation, and
** hence received the Name of 6*^(9/^." Who,
but a genuine Defcendant of the old PiBsy

could give fo malevolent, and yet fo untrue,

D 4 a Re-

[p) C*eji avee grand phiftr, que je quitte la plume: on

auroit continue a garder le filence, ft, de ce qu'on le gar^
doit, plufieurs perfonnes tCavoient conclu qu'on y etoit r(^

duit. Defenfe de L'EsTRiT pes LoiX; p. 196,
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a Reprefentation of a Nation ; who, far from

being Rovers, have been longer fixed to their

feveral Countries, than any other European

People ? Mr . Maitland
(^ ) , a Lowlander^

and lefs virulent than the PiB^ is more favor-

able, and derives the Name of Scot^ from the

Scoths, or £{?^/j, with which it was cuftomary

with them to invade Britain, The Reader,

however, may prefer the more general Ac-
count delivered down by the Gaedhils them-

felves, that they retained the Name of Kinea-

Sctut or ScuitSy from their Celto-Scythiaji

Anceftors.

With equal etymological Knowledge, Mr.
Mac Pherfon ^^dinct^ the Name of (r) Cfni-

ithjiidh (PiBs) from cultivating the Soil,

and being Corn-Eaters ; becaufe it fo hap-

pens, that, in the Gaelic^ the Word Criii'tb-

neacht lignifies Wheat. Mr. M-aitiand^ on

the other Hand, deduces this Name from
Peacht^ Fighters, and with equal Juflice. It

is, in Truth, the etym.ological Phrenz^r, on

both Sides 5 and the Reader will, no Doubt,
prefer the Account given by the old Scotifi

Writers, becaufe it is natural and obvious :

They inform us, that they got the Name of

(f) Cruith-

(g) Uiikoty of Scotlandf Vol. I. p. no.
(r) DiiTert. to Temora^ p. ii»



HISTORY /SCOTLAND. 57

(y) Cruithnidh, i. e. Painter?, from the Cuf-

torn of painting their Bodies ; and this Ac-

count is confirmed by the Ro?nan Authors,

who called them Picii, or PiBs^ on that ve-

ry Account.

With Writers of this Stamp it is, quo-

cunquo modo rem ; and, for Want of better^

fiich poor Shifts have been made Ufe of, to

lupport an Hypothecs tottering on all Sides.

To eftablifh a Monarchy of Scots in Caledo-

nia^ in the firft Age of the Chriilian i^ra, it

was neceffary to affume, that the (/) Scot^

and PiBs were originally but one Nation,

who fpoke one common Language ; and this .

Affumption he would fain convert into a De-
rnojifiration^ by informing us, that the Names
of Men and Places in PiBland zvt o^ Gaelic

Original'. He is widely miflaken. Thofe
antient Names are of Celtic Original, as mofl

of the antient Names of Towns, Rivers and
Diftrids in Europe, are, to this Day ; what
(^li) Monf. Bullet has fully proved in his

learned Memoirs of the Celtic Language,

Will this prove that the feveral Celtic Na-
tions fpoke one common Language ? Was
it poflible to do it, through the Courfe of fo

many

(/) Ogyg. Part III. p. 188. and Mr. /«?7^/s Cri-

tical Eflay, Vol. I. p. 58, 63, ^c.

it) DifTert, or\Temoray p. 12, et reliq.

(li) Mem. de la Langue C^/^/^z/^, Vol.1.
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many Ages, Migrations and Conquefts }

Indeed they muft, and they did, for the

greater Part, make Ufe of the fame Words,
not the fame Conft:rud:ion. Their feveral

Syntaxes varied fo, as to render one Celtic

Nation's Dialed uniiitelligible to another

;

and ail varied more or lefs from thtfnnple

original Celtic^ as the modern Englijh and

High Dutch differ from the maternal Teuto-*

nic ; as the modern Italian and Spayiijlo from
the. original Latin, Do not Proofs croud

upon this Argument ? Have not three dif-

ferent Celtic Tongues prevailed in Gaul^ even

in (w) Cdfars Time ? But v^hat Need of

Jead Proofs, when wt have living Evidences

of the Truth here advanced ? The Gomceraeg

fpoken at this Day in North JVales^ and the

Gaelic fpoken in Ireland^ are as different in

their fyntadic Confhrudions, as any two fuch

Tongues can well be. There is little Kin-

dred, but that of Words, between them ;

and are we not informed by Bede, (as above

obferved) a living Witnefs of what he ad-

vances, that the PiBiJh Tongue differed

from both ? Is not Bede a^better Informer

of what happened in the SunJIjijie^ under his

own Eye, than a crazy Writer of our own
Days, who gropes in the Dark, a thoujand

Tears after lim ?

How

{w) Bell. Gallic, lib. r.
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How ftupidly doth this Writer endeavour

to gain Credit to Forgery, by fuggefling

that different Countries contend about the

Birth of OJftanj as feven Cities have formerly

contended for that of old Home?\— *' While
*' fome," fays he," " doubt of the Authenti-
** city of Offians Compofitions, others as
** ftrenuoufly appropriate them to the Iri/Jj.'*

How well-grounded the Doubts of fome
have been, we have already feen ; and what

, the Ignorant have conjectured, it matters

not 5 while the Fad: is glaring, that OJJia?}^

Compolitions are as authentic, and as locally

appropriated, as any fuch ever were, or ever

can be. The modern Sentiments ^ Maimers^
Ciijloms and Allujions they contain, affix them
to modern Times ; and the Ignorance of
Chronology, Geography, and antient Hifio-

ry, ihews thatOssiAN, the Son of Fingal,
was in no Degree fit to perfonate Oisin, the
Son of FiONN, in the Defcription of Things
to which that Prince was coeval. The Son
of Fingal^ therefore, lived near our cwn
Times^ and it is beft known to Mr. Mac
Pherfo?i, whether he is not, in the Whole, or
in Party alive to this Day. Be it as it mav

;

be he living, dying, or dead ; intire, maim-
ed, or interpolated ; his Erfe Language be-
trays him, and gives us the Land of his Na-
tivity with as much Precifion, as the Shadow

on
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on Ahab'^ Dial did the Time of the Day ;

and Pity it is that the Parity does not hold

out in the other Particular ; as the Sun of

Hiftory would, in that Cafe, go te?i Degrees

back on Mr. Mac Pherfons chronological

Time-Plate, to gain poor Ossian alongpo-

etical Day^ and eftabliih a Monarchy of

^cots in Britain, five hundred Years before

it really commenced

!

The Poems of Fingal and Temora lye un-

der the Difadvantage (from the Specimens

produced) of being delivered in a modern
corrupt Dialed. Notwithftanding this Dif-

advantage, we confefs, and confefs with

Pleafure, that they are the Compofitions of

a fine lively Genius, and that they exhibit a

confiderable Share of poetical Merit in Mr,
Mac Pherfons Tranllation. They recom-

mend themfelves, by an apparent antique

Drefs, and an oriental Scriptural Turn in

the Exprefiion ; without any Mixture of the

fanatical Cant of the Times. The Novelty

of the Plan, and feemingly artlefs Conftruc-

tion of the Whole, are very engaging. An
afFedting Grace in the Sentiment, and an

Imagery nobly fublime, unite in feveral Parts.

But then, thefe Beauties are difgraced by a

Marvellous, injudicious^ even to Puerility %

a frequent Reiteration of .the fame Ideas^,

and a fovr Machinery. In the Notion, how-
ever^
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ever, that fuch Poems of the Epic Species

are Works of a remote Antiquity, their In-

equahties and Blemiflies are eaiily overlook-

ed, in Favor of their Beauties and wild Or-
naments ; w^hen, had another Notion pre-

vailed of their being mere modern Compoii-
tions, a reverfe Judgment would, doubtlefe,

be made ; partly from the ungenerous Un-
willingnefs to find much Merit in a modern
Genius, and partly from the ungenerous
Pleafure taken in detedling his Deformities.

The Author of the Poems was well aware
of fuch a Judgment, and, very wifely, put

a fuppofed antient Bard in his own Place ;

and in Fad:, had he paid any Regard to Pu-
rity of Language, and to the Maimers, Cuf-

toms and Hijiory of the Age in which his

Scene is laid, the Fraud would be an inno-

cent one, and, perhaps, pafs for a long Time,
for what it was intended it fhould pafs.

It is Time to come to a Ceffation with Mr,
Mac Pherfoji, at leaft for the Reader's Sake,,

of whofe Indulgence we ftand greatly in

Need, for fo long an Attention to a few on-
ly of his capital Impofitions and Paradoxes.

We may claim fome Right to this Indul-
gence, as we have left untouched many
more ; fome, for which he has been fuffi-

ciently chaftifed by others ; and fome, which
come within the Refutation of the common

Vulgar^
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Vulgar^ who fpeak the Gaelic Language in

both Ifles. But, as to moft of his Reafon-

ings on the Authenticity of oral Tradition,

through fo many Ages as elapfed from the

third to the fifteenth Century; we had the

Difcretion not to meddle much with them.

They happily ihare the Fate of Cadmus %

Earth-born Hoft, and no fooner ftart out of

the Mud, than they encounter and kill one

another. Had he been a little more fparing

of national Invedlive, and lefs petulant in

his Failidioufnefs of all antient and modern
Writers who treated on Scotijh Affairs before

him, he would be intitled to the Treatment

due to pardonable Ignorance, and fuperfti-

tious Partiality to a novel Syflem. A quite

different Treatment is due to illiberal Abufe,

and aggreiling Infolence ; I might add, con--

fcious Untruths alfo, (that meanefl Guilt of a

Man of Honour) if Decency did not forbid

our making fo vile a Charge to a Gentleman,

who had a liberal Education, and has Ta-

lents to adorn it.

We would, however, gladly be rid of

all Sufpicion, by an Information from him-

felf, whether he v/as unconfcious of a glar-

ing Untruth, when he afferts, that (x) we of

Ireland call the Erfe emphatically a Cbaelicy

and our own Language Gaelic Erinnach ? It

is

{x) Sec the DiiTert, on Tmora^ Duh. Edit. p. 29.
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is a Diftindlion that never yet was made,
either in written Records, or among the

Vulgar. Whether, again, he is unconicious

of a great Untruth, when he tells us that

Gaelic Eri?ifiacb fignifies the Caledonian IriJJjt

Has he not told us, in a Note to the Poem,
entitled, ne Death of Cuchollin, that it

was no Anachronifm to make that Hero co-

eval with Fingal^ and that he gave us the

Reafons, in the Diflertation prefixed to the

Epic Poem of Fingal ? Was he not con-
fcious of an Untruth, in this Injiance^ fince

he did not favour us with a fingle Line, in

that Differtation, to clear up the Anachron-
ifm ?

This Writer vauntingly tells us, that all Ob-
jedionstohisSyftem (fo he calls it) can give

him no Concern, as he can eafily fet them
afide. Why was he not as good as hisWord ?

Why did he not, in this Courfe of twoYears,
fet afide the Animadverfions of the learned

Author, who fo abundantly detecfled his

Forgeries, as well as Ignorance, in the "Jmir^

nal des S^avans of Paris ? What now will

his Patrons fay? Will they not complain that

he impofed on their Credulity, and conftrue

his Silence into a premeditated Scheme, to

feduce them out of their Coin, and pay them
in Counters,

As
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As the Writer of the prefent Remarks ori

the Books of Fingal and Temora^ hath writ-

ten fome Differations on the antient Hiftory

of this Kingdom, with which that of Scot^

land had been for many Ages connected, he
found himfelf under this Neceflity of fliiew-

ing, that whatever Obje(5lions might lye

againft what he has collected, yet, that none

offered by Mr. Mac Pherfon can affedl him.

Far from writing with an Intention to de-

ceive, the Author of the Di[j'ertatio?is is al-

ways open to Correction, and will be thank-

ful for it. Much is ftill to be invefligated

on this Subjecft, and by abler Hands ; not*

indeed from the low Principle which grati-

fies filly Curioiity, or a fillier Vanity ^ but

from a Defire to difcover as much as can be

difcovered, of a People, who had Arts of Ci-

vilization of their own^ and Manners, which,

however barbarous to tis^ yet inferred, and

produced alfo^ a Cultivation of the humaa
Mind.

It now occurs, and, though out of its

proper Place, it may be proper to remind-

the Reader, that near a third Part of Mr.
Mac Therfon^ prolix DilTertation on Temora

is taken up in quoting, and ridiculing alfo,

fl&me putrid Lines which he afcribes to Irijh

Bards. •— Silly Man! The Ridicule re-

coils
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Goils doubly on his own Head. Since he
was engaged in a Syftem of Forgery, why
did he not throw fome Sort of Veil over it,

to pain an Adverfary, and hoodwink Criti-

cifm ? Should he not give us thofe Lines in

the Irijb Language, inftead of the vulgar

Erfe? Is not this hiding the Bird's HeaJ,

while the Tail hangs out ? But we have
done. Thus far have we puflied him, with

yujiice. To pu(h him further might be
deemed Severity, Let us rather foften our

Charge, and, after making every poffible

Allowance for theGoodnefs of the Intention,

let us confefs, that no Gentleman, or Sharp-
er, ever knew lefs of the Trade of an able

Impoftor, than the moft memorable Mr.James
Mac Pherson.

Mareh 24, 1766.

E





Errata in the Dijfertations on the
Hiftory of Ireland.

Page 21. Line 25, >r of, readier.
42. 1. 18, for Phenecians, read

Phcenicians.

43> J» ii.AFerboIgs, r.FirboIgs.

7^^ i- 9, ^/^^^ brought, /Vz/rr/ up
108, Note {p.) for Typographer, n

Topographer.

1 16, 1. I, of the Note, for oddi^
tus, r. aditus.

126, 1. 14, ^^/^ twenty,

177' ^- 8,/^r its, r. his.

217, I I4>>^Aumirey,r.Anmirey,
246, . 4, after and, /;^r/ his.
266, I. 12, >r Lock-hannin, r^^i

JLocn-hannm.

278. For Sea:. XIX, r, Sedl. XX.
• 287, in the Note,y^r aurence, read

Laurence,

Errata m tht Dijfertations on the
Hiftory of Scotland.

Page 6, Note(^)>Prin,od, r. Primord,
«, Line 8, for Soots, r. Scots.
10, 1. 12, />r founded, r. founded.
3«, h 24, for Conor, r. Conar.

Some few other literal Errors have efcaped
Notice

3 but they are fuch as cannot fet a
Keader aftray in the Meaning of the Word<j
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