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ANGLO-INDIAN CHRISTIAN UNION.

FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Anglo-Indian Christian

Union was held on Tuesday, the 11th day of January 1876, in

the Saloon of the Royal Hotel, Edinburgh, the Rev. Alexander
Duff, D.D., LL.D., the President of the Society, in the Cliair.

The Meeting having been opened with prayer by the Rev. G. D.

CuLLEN, the Chairman gave an address as to the objects of the

Society, and the great need of evangelization among our country-

men in India.

The Rev. Dr Murray Mitchell read the Report, and David

Dickson, Esq., gave an approximate financial Statement.

It was thereafter moved by the Rev. Dr Andrew Thomson,

seconded by Robert Scott Moncrieff, Esq., Calcutta :

—

I. That the Meeting approves of the Report now read, and acknow-

ledges with thankfulness the steady progress of the Society.

Moved by the Rev. John M'Murtrie, M.A., seconded by Cap-

tain Oldham, R.E., Bombay, and supported by Andrew Hewatt,

Esq., Rangoon :

—

II. That the Meeting rejoices in the success attending the efforts of

the "Winter Mission to the Euglish-speaking population of India, and

expresses its great satisfaction with the work accomplished by the Eev.

A. N. Somerville, its first deputy; while, at the same time, it is deeply

impressed with the claims wliich our Countrymen in India have ujion

the increased sympathy and aid of Christians at home, and the necessity

of sustaining the work by a larger supply of men and means.

Moved by the Rev. Joseph Bush, seconded by H. Cleghorn,

Esq., M.D. :—

III. That the Patron, President, and Vice-Presidents remain as be-

fore, with the exception of Mr Carre Tucker, who has been removed by

death ; that the Committee be reappointed ; that the Rev. Joseph Bush

be appointed an Honorary Secretary in room of the Rev. W. Scott

Moncrieff; that the other Honorary Secretary and the Honorary Trea-

surers be re-appointed ; and that the Rev. Peter Bannatyne be ap-

pointed General Secretary—Mr Phillips continuing to act as Travelling

Secretary for England.

The Meeting was then closed with the Benediction.
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OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY.

I. Sending out and aiding in the Support of Ministers and Evangelists

where there is a want of Christian ordinances ; and also en-

couraging the diffusion of Christian Literature among Europeans

in India, and co-operating with the Bible, Tract, and Christian

Vernacular Societies.

II. The appointment annually of gifted Evangelists to visit the chief

centres of population and influence, bringing the Gospel to bear,

apart from denominational distinctions, on all the Churches and

Missions, and on the English-speaking Natives.

WORK IN INDIA.

WINTER MISSION-

COMMISSIONER IN INDIA—Rev. John Fordyce, Simla.

LAY EVANGELIST—Mr John Nelson.

Mr Nelson left Liverpool for Calcutta on February 3, 1876.

ORDAINED EVANGELIST—Rev. Frederick Halliday.

Mr Halliday divides his time between work among Natives and

Europeans in Bengal, and is supported jointly by the Wes-
leyan Missionary Society and the Anglo-Indian Union.

The Rev. W. J. Morrison, M.A., is aided by this Society in his work

among Europeans in Northern India.

The Rev. J. Kerr Bain, M.A., was appointed by the Committee to

Rangoon, after a Congregation had been formed there by Mr For-

dyce in 1872. The Congregation is self-supporting.
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REPORT FOR 1875.

The Committee of the Anglo-Indian Christian Union pre-

sent this their fifth Annual Report to the public with a growing
conviction of the importance of the task on which they are en-

gaged. They have, at tlie same time, a clearer perception than
ever of the difficulties with which they have to contend ; and it is

evident that the most strenuous efforts will require to be put forth,

both in this country and in India, in order to accomplish any con-

siderable part of the work which the Union has seen it needful to

undertake. One important part of that work will be to diffuse in-

formation which may stimulate other bodies to share in the great

enterprise of providing for the spiritual wants of our countrymen
in India.

Every one acquainted with the condition of India, is aware
of the deplorable destitution of the means of grace under which
multitudes of our countrymen in that great continent are la-

bouring. In the language of Sir William Muir, the destitution

is " daily increasing," and this chiefly—though not solely—in con-

sequence of the extension of the railway system. We cannot won-
der if, in such circumstances, many of our countrymen sink into

ungodliness and immorality. This result is of itself unspeakably
deplorable. But farther, just as every truly godly European in

India is a great power for good among the native population, so

every ungodly European is a great power for evil—indeed, as has

often been said, the most powerful of all anti-Christian influences.

British Christians are therefore bound for every reason to do all

that in them lies towards the supply of Christian ordinances and
instruction to those of our expatriated countrymen who are, as

truly as the Heathen around "them^ perishing for lack of know-
ledge.

This Society does not profess to have done more, as yet, than
make a beginning. The Committee have had to contend with
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serious obstacles. It has been more difficult than they expected

to find agents at once qualified and Avilling to go forth to India

;

and one most valuable labourer, sent forth a year ago, has already

been driven from his work by sickness. But your Committee \A\\

persevere, for they feel that necessity is laid upon them ; and they

are fully persuaded that, if they wait upon Him, the Lord Himself

wall be the breaker-up of their way.

The work which the Anglo-Indian Christian Union seeks to per-

form consists of two parts. The first is that of appointing, and
aiding in the support, of ministers and evangelists who hope to

labour permanently in India. The second is the maintenance of

the Winter Mission—which aims at sending out ministers or lay-

men of high Christian character, to conduct evangelistic work
during the cold season, primarily among our own countrymen, and,

as opportunity offers, among the natives of India who are ac-

quainted with English.

General Work.

Rev. John Forclyce.—Our last Report bore testimony to the in-

valuable services which Mr Fordyce was enabled to render to

the Union during his visit to this country. He remained in

Britain about a month after last Annual Meeting, and continued

his unAvearied efforts to arouse an interest in the work. Mr and
Mrs Fordyce left Europe to return to India, in the end of Jan-

uary. The subjoined statement from his o\\'n pen will shew the

extent and importance of the Avork in which Mr Fordyce has been

engaged since his return to India. (See p. 10.)

Mr Forbes.—Mr W. L. H. Forbes, son of the Hon. Robert Forbes,

late of the Bengal Civil Service, was sent out in November 1874.

Mr Forbes proceeded to the station of Saharanpore in Northern
India. At this station there were between 60 and 70 families of

Europeans and Eurasians who were entirely deslitute'or the means
of grace, unless in so far as these could be occasionally supplied by
the Rev. W. P. Morrison and other American Missionaries, amidst

the pressure of their proper duties. "Bofli Mr and Mrs Forbes gave

themselves to the work with great devotedness ; and a blessing

was manifestly resting on their labours both among the men and

women at Sahai'anpore, when Mr Forbes's health entirely gave

way, about three mouths after his arrival, so that he was compelled

to leave India, with no prospect of being able to return. His con-

nection with the Union has, therefore, ceased ; but your Commit-
tee cannot close this paragraph without expressing, in the strongest

terms, their high appreciation of his Christian character, and their

great regret at losing his zealous and efficient services.
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Mr John Nelson.—Your Committee have, however, the satis-

faction of reporting the appointment of another labourer for India
—Mr John Nelson. Mr Nelson has had the great advantage of

studying upwai'ds of a year in Mr Grattan Guinness's Missionary
Training College. We have received the most satisfactory testi-

monials regarding Mr Nelson's Christian character, and his zeal

in conducting evangelistic services. His main duty in India will

be to visit and bring the truth home to as large a number of per-

sons connected with the railways as possible. The exact sphere of

his labours will be decided by Mr Fordyce and the friends of the
Union in India.

The difficulty of procuring qualified men in this country for the

work in India has led the Simla branch of the Society to suggest

the employment of agents who are already in India. It is believed

that men of approved Christian character may be found in that

country, who could render important service ; and the Simla friends

kindly offer to pay half the expenses of any agents who may be so

employed.

The Rev. F. Halliday.—By a joint arrangement of the Wes-
leyan Missionary Society and the Anglo-Indian Union, the Rev.

F. Halliday was appointed to labour in Eastern Bengal. Mr Hal-
liday proceeded to Kooshtea on the Eastern Bengal Railway ; but
we are not yet able to report much regarding the success of his

work ; and it is now under consideration whether Mr Halliday may
not find a more suitable field of labour in another part of Bengal.

Lahore.—Your Committee have been applied to on behalf of

Lahore, the chief city of the Punjaub, where a minister is greatly

needed. The pastor at Lahore would confine his labours to that

station and the immediate neighbourhood. The Board of Mis-

sions of the United Presbyterian Church are deeply interested

in this station, and are looking out for a suitable minister, to-

wards whose support they have kindly offered to contribute a

considerable sum.
Mussoorie.—A very pressing request has come from Mussoorie, a

hill-station in Northern India, for the appointment of an ordained

Minister to the congregation that meets for worship in the recently

built Union Church. Mussoorie along with Landour, is a place of

hardly less importance than Simla. The congregation for about
seven months in the year amounts to nearly 300 persons; and
Col. Anderson and the Rev. James Smith, of Delhi, members of

the Committee of the Union Church, express their conviction that

a faithful minister would soon receive full support from the con-

gregation. For about five months of the year the minister would
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labour in the plains ; and bis support would require to come for

that period from this Society. Your Committee are convinced of

the exceeding desirableness of complying with the request of the

Mussoorie friends ; and they earnestly trust that both the need-

ful means and the fit man may be found for this very important

station.

Educatioyi.—The previous part of this Repoi't speaks of what
we have done, and hope to do, for our countrymen in India through
the agency of ordained ministers and lay evangelists. There are

other modes of bringing the truth to bear on the minds of our

countrymen, the importance of which it would be difficult to over-

estimate. For example, there is the education of the children of

Europeans and Eurasians on Scriptural principles. The need of this

has been pressed on your Committee by friends in India, and we
entirely sympathize with them in their views of the overwhelm-
ing importance of the work. At present, in many cases, either

the children are not educated at all, or the parents are tempted
to send them to Roman Catholic schools ; for in India, as else-

where, Rome is on the alert, and is eager to seize on the minds
of the young of both sexes, and mould them after her own un-

scriptural system. Like the Simla Branch of the Union, your

Committee regard the providing a Scriptural education for those

children, in the many localities where schools do not exist, as de-

manding the most energetic efforts of a Society specially intended

to grapjile with the task. In the meantime, all that our own
Society can do to aid this important object, without departing

from its own line of action, will cheerfully be done.

Golportage.—Another important means of doing good among
our countrymen is the cix'culation of good books. We will gladly

continue to aid, if our means allow, in the work of diffusing Chris-

tian literature, as carried on by the Bible, Tract, and Christian

Vernacular Societies.

We cannot close this portion of our Report that refers to India,

without gratefully acknoAvledging the zealous co-operation we
have received from the Simla Branch of the Society of which

Sir H. Norman is President, and Mr Barclay Chapman Vice-

president.

Rangoon.—We are happy to report that a handsome and

commodious church has been erected and opened at Rangoon, for

the congregation ministered to by the Rev. Kerr Bain. Mr Bain

was sent out by the Union, but is wholly supported by the con-

gregation.
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The Winter Mission.

This IS under the special charge of the London Committee.
We shall therefore not dwell upon it in this Report with such
fulness as its importance would otherwise require. The great

fact connected with the Winter Mission is the visit to India of

the Rev. A. N. Somerville, of Glasgow. Mr Somerville landed
in India in November 1874, and left it in the end of April 1875.
The labour which our honoured friend was called to perform, and
to perform we rejoice to think, without injury to his health, was
wonderfully great. He travelled in India itself between five and
six thousand niiles ; he addressed all classes of our countrymen

—

civilians, soldiers, sailors, ladies, young men, children, and also

large bodies of English-speaking natives, and occasionally, through
interpreters, natives unacquainted with our language. Ministers

and laymen of all Protestant churches gave him a warm welcome,
and heartily co-operated with him in his work. From all the

parts of India which he visited there have come back the warmest
testimonies to the good which the Lord enabled His servant to

accomplish.

All the greater, therefore, has been our disappointment in find-

ing it impossible to send forth either minister or evangelist on a

similar mission this winter. Every effort has been made by the

London and Edinburgh Committees to obtain men, or at least a

man, to follow in Mr Somerville's footsteps. In all, seventeen

different persons have been successively applied to, but entirely

without success.

The Rev. Edward A. Phillips, Travelling Secretary of the Union,

has been diligently employed during the past year pleading for

it both in England and Scotland. He has been able to form Branch

Societies in the following places :—Cheltenham, Bath, Swansea,

and Brecon. He has also visited, with a view to the formation

of Branch Societies wherever practicable, Manchester, Paisley,

Greenock, Arbroath, Melrose, Brighton, Southampton, Reading,

Bristol, Clifton, and Weston-super-Mare.

It has been felt desirable that the Secretary of the Union should

have his headquarters in Edinburgh. It is, therefore, proposed

that while Mr Phillips will still be Travelling Secretary for Eng-
land, and continue his valued advocacy of the Union in the South,

the Rev. Peter Bannatyne will discharge the duties of General

Secretary. Mr Bannatyne resides in Edinburgh ; and from his

business habits and experience we may reasonably expect that his

appointment will be of great value to the Society.
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The Rev. W. Scott Moncrieff having accepted of a living in Dur-

ham, has resigned his office as one of the Honorary Secretaries,

and it is proposed that the Rev. Josejoh Bush be appointed in his

place.

The Committee are under great obligations to the Messrs George

Smith and Sons of Glasgow, for their disinterested liberality in

taking out several of our agents in their excellently equipped

steamers, at reduced rates.

Funds.—The funds are in a tolerably satisfactory state, and

with an increased diffusion of information, they may reasonably

be expected to increase.

We are under the deepest obligations to our zealous Lady Col-

lectors for the invaluable service they have rendered the Union.

II. EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF REV. J. FORDYCE,

DATED SIMLA, IOth SEPTEMBER 1875.

This year my repoi't of actual work in India for the Society must

be brief. We arrived iu Calcutta in March, and had to hasten soon

after to Simla, a.s the season began earlier than usual. I have already

reported my conference with the Eev. Frederick Halliday and others in

Calcutta, the arrangements I had to make at Etawah, my deep regret

for the return of Mr Forbes, and my joy in finding at Saharanpore pre-

cious fruits of his labours.

In Simla during a season of many troubles and rich blessings, I have

been partly occupied with the affairs of the Society, in correspondence,

and otherwise. As to the troubles, this retreat from the hot plains has

been visited by cholera, fever, «fcc. Tlie rains have been unusually

abundant, and are still going on far beyond the ordinary time. But we
have had more spiritual blessings than in former years. The UnioQ
Church prospers. Bible readings are better attended. Evangelistic

services have been multiplied. AVe have had no general awakening such

as we longed for ; but there have been cases of decided conversion that

gladden us greatly, and God's people have been edified.

We have had a great influx of ministers. Besides Bishop Milmau
and Archdeacon Baly, there have been a number of Chaplains, and five

much esteemed brethren of the Church Mission—the Ptev. Mr Mohun,
of Allahabad; Messrs Hooper and Wade, of Lahore; and Messrs Clai'ke

and Baring, of Umritsur. The last is a first cousin of the Viceroy, and
Sim of the Bishop of Durham. ; ."''Z'

"
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Learning lately that two American Missionaries would be passing
Simla to the far greater heights beyond us—Dr Brodhead, of Allaha-
bad, and Mr Wherry, of Lodiana, I invited them to stay here a few
days for a combination of rest and work. They kindly consented. I
then invited Dr Morrison, who wrote the Lodiana appeal to Christendom
for prayer, and his son, Mr Morrison, who labours much among Anglo-
Indians, and whose health broke down for a little during the time of
cholera at Umballa. When they came, we had a week of special ser-

vices, and we have now precious memories of these.

Mr Morrison gave an address last Monday evening on his work in

connection with tlie Anglo-Indian Society, especially at Saharanpore
and Phillour, and of good results from combining household visitation

with public services. He also bore emphatic testimony to the good done
in a short time by Mr Forbes at Saharanpore.

I should add, that for a week we had a daily prayer meeting at 7.30
every morning. Twice laymen presided—Mr Barclay Chapman, Fin-
ancial Secretary to the Government, and a younger civilian, Mr Cold-
stream, son of a "beloved physician" in Edinburgh, whose memory lives

in many lands in connection with Medical Missions. Sir William Muir
presided at one of the Evangelistic meetings, and gave an admii-able

address.

I hope the testimonies given at our recent Annual Meeting here by
the Chairman, Sir Henry Norman, and by Sir W. Muii-, and others,

will help the cause at home. The Committee has since met, and plans

are in pi'ogress for widening, if possible, the basis of support for the

Simla Branch, so that there may be more effective co-operation with
the Home Society. There are difficulties from the fact that the Com-
mittee cannot be here all the year round ; but arrangements have been
made for obtaining and dispensing money during the cold season.

Colonel Hugh Rose is to reside at Simla all the year. He has been
appointed Treasurer ; and authority has been given to him as Treasui'er

and to myself as Secretary of the Simla Branch, to carry out the reso-

lutions of the Committee, and report at the beginning of next Simla
season.

The resolutions are,—to aid all branches of the Society's work as far

as their funds allow, and especially to share with the Home Committee
the responsibility of probationary appointments where the need is urgent
and suitable agents can be obtained. As to such appointments, we wish
to conjoin prudence with zeal. Thei*e are sphei'es open and necessitous.

Appeals come to me to aid in the education of poor whites,—and even
of some not very poor, who have no choice except schools that are either

Popish or Ritualistic. This is a work so vast that, whilst the Siml^,

Committee confess its importance, they do not see that the Anglo-Indian
Union can take it up in any very definite and extensive way. The
evangelistic work which should be done is so large that they hesitate to

approve of this addition. It might be the work of a different Society.

It is before Government, and before the Christian public of India now.
Meanwhile, if any supporters of the Anglo-Indian IJnion have had their

hearts moved to aid, it will not be at all difficult to turn their gifts to

good account.
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Tliei-e is another object which appears more and more important

here as at home, viz., Christian Literature ; and I trust tlie Society will

soon be able to give larger grants to existing agencies, or otherwise aid

in this work. Sir "W. Muir proposed grants of good books to various

stations, and we will faithfully so use all donations that may be expressly

sent for this object. The Simla Committee prefers generally to encour-

age purchases of books; but there are cases in which Sir William's

proposal would be very useftil,—forming nuclei of self-sustaining li-

braries, oi*, where libraries exist, creating a taste for a better class of

books. If a box of books were sent to me at Calcutta soon they might

be turned to good account during the cold season ; and money can at any

time be applied to such uses through our large depots.

As to Lahore, the people have had long patience, and I do hope that

a minister will be sent to them soon. I fully intend to go there in

March, if not sooner, either to prepare for a minister or to help him
if there.

The claims of Mussoorie and Landour will, I am sui'e, have due at-

tention. If the congregation there agrees to do its best, home Societies

may well aid for a few years.

I have frequent inquiries as to the Winter Mission—and esj^ecially as

to Who is coming 1—inquiries the more eager because of the success that

crowned the labours of Mr Somerville. I hear of many refusals, and,

as yet, of no consent. May the Lord thrust forth labourers out of

their " gardens enclosed " into this wide and ripening field.
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III. REPORT OF WINTER MISSION.

This branch of our Society was established for the purpose of

sending out to India faithful men experienced in the work of

evangelizing the masses, to preach the gospel during the cold sea-

son, in the first instance, to our countrymen, and secondly, when
oj)portunity occurred, to the English speaking natives.

It was felt to be most desirable that this Society should take
part in the movement begun some years ago, to elevate the In-

dian community to a higher spiritual level, through the preaching
of the Gospel by an itinerant agency.

It was late in the summer of 187-i when the London Committee,
who conduct this branch, was formed, and consequently they were
unable to secure the services of more than one Evangelist for the
ensuing winter. In doing this much, however, they consider that

they achieved a great deed, and conferred an enduring benefit on
the Church of Christ in India. In sending out the Rev. A. N,
Somerville, of Glasgow, to further a revival of spiritual life in

some of the large cities of our Indian Empire, under the Divine
blessing, the Committee feel assured that all the friends of the

Society—after reading the subjoined letter by Mr Somerville

—

will agree with them, that his going forth was of the Lord, and
that his abundant labours in preaching in season and out of season,

accompanied by the much prayer of that united band of living

Christians of all sections of the Church in those various towns, are

sure indications that God has owned and blessed His servant's

devoted labours, and that the fruit will be seen to spring forth in

His own time and way in rich abundance.

The London Committee much regret that their efforts to pro-

cure experienced Evangelists to follow up the revival work so well

and so hopefully prosecuted by Mr Somerville proved ineffectual.

They made application to seventeen earnest and tried men in

succession, but for vai'ious reasons none of them was able to accept

the invitation to spend this winter in preaching the Gospel in India.

Your Committee purpose, however, appealing immediately to seve-

ral eminent preachers, and they hope by doing so thus early, they

will be successful in securing men fully qualified to proceed to

India in October next.

r. W. L. G.
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IV. LETTER FROM REV, A. N. SOMERVILLE.

Dear Mr Gordon,

At your request, but with some reluctance, I make a brief

memorandum of my mission to India last winter in connection with the

Anglo-Indian Christian Union.
The object of my mission was twofold. First, and principally, to visit

our European countrymen, disjjersed over the vast expanse of India,

though clustered in greatest numbers in the chief cities; and secondly,

provided opportunity were offei-ed me, to scatter some handfuls of the

seed of the Word of God among the native non-Christian population.

I went out at the time when our own country was the subject of a
great religious movement, and some of the methods of procedure which
had been found advantageous at home, I was anxious, in harmony with
the wishes of the Society, to employ in the East.

Having i-eceived formal permission from my Church to accept the

Union's invitation, as well as the generous consent of my own congrega-

tion, your Committee engaging to pay for probationer's supply in my
absence, I left London on the 23d of October 1874 for Calcutta, via

Brindisi and Ceylon. We touched at Madras, and I spent a few hours,

with eyes of wT>nder, in the Missionary Institution of the Free Church of

Scotland. There I found in attendance, at school and at college, be-

tween 800 and 900 turbaned youths, dressed in white, a large projiortion

of whom, seemingly, were full grown. I also visited the female schools

connected with the Mission. Calcutta I reached on Monday, the 30th

of November. This was the day on which I entered on the 38th

year of my pastorate. On the same evening I commenced my piiblic

ministry in Calcutta in a church, kindly selected for the purpose by the

ministers and others in concert previous to my arrival.

My work in Calcutta was carried on in various places of worship, and
latterly, on week days, in a theatre not otherwise engaged. Every thing

was done by friends on the s]iot to promote the success ofmy visit. I re-

mained thirty-one days in Calcutta, daring which I find I had no fewer

than eighty-two religious meetings of various kinds.

On the night of the 31st of December, I started for Allahabad, re-

maining there thirteen days, and thereafter I visited in succession

Lucknow, Cawnpore, Agra, Toondla, Delhi, Meerut, Dehra, Saharan-

pore, Amballa, Lahore, and Meanmeer, jVIooltan, Umritsur, Jubbul-

pore, Bombay, Poona, and in Central India, Nagpore and Kampti

;

returning, after a journey of about 5600 miles, to Calcutta, where I re-

sumed work for a few days. Passing thence by sea, I held eleven meet-

ings in Madras—from which city, I embarked on my return voyage to

Great Britain on the 9th of May—arriving in London, via Bi'indisi, on

the 11th of June 1875.

At some of the twenty Indian towns noted above, I remained but a

brief period; at the principal ones my stay was more protracted. Not
taking into account time spent at sea, I find that I was actually on

Indian soil 156^ days, and 1 observe from my journal, that during that
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period, notwithstanding the distance travelled over, the great heat at

some times, at others the chilly nights, and the necessity of having
arrangements in novel circumstances made everywhere, I was enabled

by the Divine help, to conduct—of one kind and another—351 religious

services. I cannot but record these things, because you press me for

detail; but another reason for doing so, is to encourage my successors,

not perhaps, to have so many meetings, but to enter boldly, though no
doubt prudently, on their work, without fear of India's climate involving

them in peculiar risk. I may be excused for saying, that on my return
through Egypt, after an interval of nearly twenty-seven years, I ascend-

ed the great Pyramid for the second time, with the ol^ject of obtaining

a certificate, from that venerable relic of antiquity, that whatever might
befal after my reaching home, India, at least, and its hard work, at

sixty-two years of age, had done my constitution no hai-m. And here

let me add, that I found the advantage, during my laborious service, of

living in comparative retirement, and further, that throughout my stay

in India, I drank of no beverage stronger than iced water, in which,
indeed, I indulged abundantly. To this forbearance from alcoholic

drinks, I attribvite much of the health and vigour I enjoyed.

Besides my work in India, I had profitable opportunities of addressing

not a few companies by the way, as at Paris, Florence, Piome, Alex-
andria, and also while on board the Peninsular and Oriental steam
vessels going and returning.

Though attached to my own section of the Christian Church, I re-

solved to conduct my mission in an undenominational capacity. I con-

sidered my object to be, not to visit churches, to report on missions, nor
even merely to preach sermons—though I had incessant work of this

kind to do—but by getting alongside of all parties, to endeavour to win
souls to Chi'ist ; my dependence being on the mighty power of God.

Before commencing operations any where, I was in the habit of re-

questing a private interview with ministers and Cluistian friends of dif-

ferent denominations, so that a Committee in aid might be appointed,

and suitable and ample advertisement of all meetings be made. At this

preliminary conference, after explaining my objects and methods, I firmly

urged that the co-operation of all was indispensable to success, that with

that co-operation, I should hope for much blessing, that without it I should

be weak, and that my aim was to prove equally helpful to all.

I must say, that with few exceptions, and these only in one section of

the Church, a delightful harmony was exhibited during my stay. Any
happy results of my visit to India, may be, in measure, attributed to the

gathering together of Christ's membership and ministry in many places

and at many times.

Every where I met with the greatest kindness. The ministers of dif-

ferent Churches gave me a warm welcome ; missionaries and Christian

labourers of both sexes were ready to assist. Much intercessory prayer

was offered at the meetings for the woi'k, and for individuals. It was
gratifying to find a nucleus, larger or smaller, of hearty Christians in

almost every place. I received valuable aid from officers and soldiers in

the army, from civilians, merchants, physicians, contractors, railway

managers, ladies, native convei'ts, and others. To one beloved friend I
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may be permitted to refer by name, the late Dr John Wilson, of Bom-
bay, just passed away. I was most materially assisted in some of the

larger cities by young men. Indeed, as my visit immediately followed

the week of prayer for young men in November 1874, observed in many
parts of the world, and in India itself, I could not but consider that I

had reaped harvest, in answer to prayer lor tliem. At Calcutta, Alla-

habad, Agra, Lahore, Bombay, and it may be in other places, Young
Men's Christian Associations Avere formed in connection with my visit.

My programme included a Daily Union Prayer Meeting ; in Calcutta,

at 1 o'clock P.M.; elsewhere generally at 8 a.m.; in Bombay, at 7.30 A.M.;

and Evangelistic Service in the evening. But many additional meetings

were held; for example, with ladies, soldiers, young men, children, sailois,

Ijrisouers, Bene-Israel (Jews), native converts, enquirers, and also minis-

ters and missionaries. To meetings with non-Christian natives, I will

afterwards refer. In the principal cities I delivered a special lecture to

young men, to wliich the general public was invited,—some well known
personage occupying the chair, and admission being obtained by ticket,

the young men themselves taking charge of the distribution. My last

meeting had commonlj^ the character of an open Conference of ministers

and others, concluding with a parting addres.s. On several occasions at

this meeting, questions which, according to previous intimation, any
parties had been permitted to propose in wi-iting, were publicly an-

swered ; the entire service occujjying about three hours.

The places in which exercises were conducted included churches, col-

leges, institutions, halls Christian and Parsee, theatres, palaces, prisons,

hospitals, soldiers' prayer rooms, schoolrooms, ships'-cabius, gardens

(under awning), and open air.

The attendance was in many instances surprising ; the longer the visit

the more people in general came out. This was greatly owing to the

amicable s^iirit displayed on the part of ministers and others. The
blessing that seemed to fall on us, I could not but attribute to the sym-
pathy and amount of intercession which, in Glasgow, Edinburgh, Lon-
don, and in several other places, as well as in India itself, this Winter
Mission enjoyed.

Here I must add, that the success of my visit was much advanced by
the use of those hymns, which have proved so useful at home, in connec-

tion with the work of Messrs Moody and Sankey. My son, a young
man under seventeen years of age, I took with me, at my own charges.

He was of material service in conducting the musical department. We
had no solo-singing ; but choirs of Christian singers were readily formed
everywhere, and the intei'est and j^rosperity of the assemblies wei-e greatly

promoted by frequent exercise in lively and spiritual song. Eight thou-

sand small hymn-books, and two thousand books with music, which we
took out with us, were bought up with avidity ; had more been at hand
they would have been rapidly disposed of In addition to these books

we printed in India 13,000 sheets, containing eight hymns each,—these

were distributed at meetings gratuitously among natives, soldiers, child-

ren, &c. So much for work among the Europeans.
With regard to the Natives, I found, to my surprise and gratification,

that as the result of efforts made by Christian churches, and now by the
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Govei-nment, the knowledge ofthe English language is so generally diffused

that not only in Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay can large non-Christian

audiences be obtained, but that throughout India, alike in the distant

North-West and in the Central Provinces, the numbers are considerable,

who are quite able to follow an English address, and more than that, are

willing to listen to a stranger, though he comes to sj^eak to them exclu-

sively on the claims of Christianity.

I addressed no fewer than seven such audiences in Calcutta, the last

of these, called by public advertisement, amounting to between 700 and
800 men. I had similar opportunities of addressing non -Christian na-

tives in Allahabad, Lucknow, Cawnpore, Agi-a, Delhi, Meerut, Amballa,

Lahore, Mooltan, Umritsur, Jubbulpore, Bombay, Poonah, Nagpore,

and Madras. In several of these places the natives assembled more than

once to hear me; and sometimes the meetings were crowded. In all,

I addressed, during my visit, 29 non-Christian assemblies. The remarks
which my auditoi's made at the conclusion of the lecture were sometimes

very interesting and characteristic. The propriety with which they

listened, and remained till the close, was surprising. At Mooltan, in the

Punjaub, I even performed ]niblic baptism before a native non-Christian

congregation, in the case of a converted Mahometan, without any dis-

turVjance taking place. My gratitude to God for having permitted me
to address so many native gatherings of my non-Christian fellow-subjects

in India is, I hope, sincere.

In concluding this Report, I must express my regret that my limits, as

well as the fear of making omissions wliere kindness was received from

so many persons, prevent me specifying the names of fiiends in India

who gave me, as the representative of the Anglo-Indian Christian Union,

their cordial and effective support. The memory of my intercourse with

many of these beloved coadjutors will never leave me. My obligations

to the London Committee for their uniform courtesy, and for their con-

sideration in leaving me so unfettered as to arrangements while on the

field, as also to the Kev. John Fordyce, of Simla, who, when at home
in 1874, did so much to organise my mission, I gratefully acknowledge.

In the discharge of my mission I was often conscious of defects on my
own part, but for which a richer harvest might have been gathered in.

I do not think it lies with me, at present, to offer general remarks on
the subject of Indian mission work among Europeans or natives,

nor do I append words of appeal with reference to the prosecu-

tion of the Winter Mission in futui-e—either as to funds or evangelists.

Utterance of opinions and pleading for the great Indian field, must be

deferred to other opportunities. Let me express my wondering gratitude

to God for his goodness to my son and to myself during the entire enter-

prise ; that goodness evinced itself from the moment we left these shores

to that on which we touched them again, in matters the most minute as

in the most important. In going forth I asked great things ; I expected

great things ; and great things I expect even still.—I am, yours,

A. N. SOMERVILLE.
II SouTHPAEK Terrace, Hillhead, ^

Glasgow, Dec. 25, 1875. A ^^ Vl^y^'P^V^ J^ /I'r^f^:^

To F. W. Lod-hart Gordon, Esq.,
^ '"'

Hon. Sec. Winter Ilission.
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CORRESPONDING COMMITTEES.

GLASGOW.

Rev. R. Jamte.so.n-, D.D.
Rev. James Jouxstox.
Rev.J.MAR,SHALLLANti, D.D.
John Muir, Escx.

David M 'Cowan, Esq.

Thomas M'Mickixo, Esq.
J. R. Miller, Esq.

A. Mitchell, Esq. I

Hon. Treasurer—A. Robertsox, Esq., Royal Bank, Glasgow.

Hon. Secretary—J. D. Thomson, Esq., 141 St Vincent Street,

James Alexaxder, Esq.
Rev. J. W. Borland.
J. W. Brown, Esq.
Rev. JosephBrown, D. D.
James A. Campbell, Esq.
Alex. A. Ferguson, Esq.

Rev. R. GiLLAN, D.D.

I

Rev. R. S. Scott, D.D.
William J. Slowan, Esq.

John Steel, Esq.
William Stevenson, Esq.

J. Inxes Wright, Esq.

James Young, Esq.

Rev. D. J. HuTTON.

DUNDEE.
Chairman—Rev. Dr Wilson.

A. J. Bulst, Esq.
Rev. J. W. Cox.
William Cox, Esq.

James Cunningham, Esq.
Captain Falconer.
A. D. Grimond, Esq.

Rev. A. Inglls.

R^ev. R. Lang.
WiLLiAAi LowsoN, Esq.

Councillor Macdonald.
Rev. DrM -Gavin.
Rev. D. Macgregor.
William Mackison, Esq.

Hon. Treasurer—John Hexderson, Esq., National Bank, Dundee.

Hon. Secretaries—Edward Cox, Esq., M.A., and John W. Shepherd, Esq.

3 Royal Exchange Place.

W. R. MoRisoN, Esq.
James Ramsay, Es(£.

David Robertson, Esq.
Geo. Rough, Esq.
Rev. Dr Watson.
Patrick Watson, Esq.
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CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.
Alexander Brown, Esq., Liverpool.
Gilbert Beith, Esq., Manchester.
J. T. Maclaqan, Esq., Leith.
Provost Dykes, Hamilton.

Kev. H. M. Barnett, Southampton!

John Adams, Esq., Hamilton.
J. Wilson, Esq., of Cumledge, Berwickshire.
Rev. Dr Ritchie, East Manse, Dunse.
Philip Wilson, Esq., Dunse.

LADIES' COMMITTEES.

Lady Outram.
Mrs H. BONAR.
Mrs Braidwood.
Mrs Brodrick.
Mrs Hislop.
Mrs Col. M'Dougall.

EDINBURGH.
President—Dowager Lady OUTRAM.

I Mrs M'GlLL. I

Mrs J. M. Mitchell.
I

Mrs P. S. Moncrieff.
I

I

Mrs R. Pringlb.
I

Mrs Samuells.

Mrs D. Smith.
Mrs G. Smith.
Mrs T. Smith.
Mrs Shaw Stewart.
Miss Cullen.
Miss Eraser.

Hon. Treasurer and Secretary—Mn LoWE, 4 Abbotsford Crescent.

GLASGOW.
President—Mrs Campbell, Sen., of Tullichewan.

Mrs Bannerman. Mrs Holms. Mrs Mackintosh.
Mrs Buchanan. Mrs Hutton. Miss Nimmo.
Miss Bdchanan. Mrs Marshall Lang. Miss Rainy.
Miss Fergoson. Mrs M'Ewan.

Hon. Treasurer—Mrs Fergus, 3 Elmbank Street.
Hon. Secretary—Uia W. Campbell, 6 Doune Terrace, Hillhead.

Mrs J. B. Baxter.
Mrs Pitcairn.
Mrs MOLISON.
Mrs M'Gregor.
Mrs Campbell.
Miss Wilson.
Mrs BuiST.

DUNDEE.
Mrs Trail.
Miss Martin.
Miss Low.
Mrs LowsoN.
Mrs M'Gavin.
Mrs D. Robertson.

Mrs w. J. Cox.
Mrs D. S. Fergusson.
Miss Mitchell.
Miss Shepherd.
Mrs Easton Gibb.
Mrs Hunter.
Mrs Laird.

Hon. Treasurer—Mia W. 0. DALGLEISH, Mayfleld.
Hon. Secretary—^liaa LowsoN, Nethergate.

SIMLA BRANCH.
PresWeni—Major-Gen. Sir H. W. Norman, K.C.B

Vice-President—R. B. Chapman, Esq., C.S.

C, V. AlTCHISON, Esq., C.S., C.S.I.
W. H. Carey, Esq.
Lieut. -Col. C. Hutchison, R.E.

Colonel Rattray, C.B., C.S.J.

John Robertson, Esq.

Hon. Treawrers—ARCHIBALD Litster, Esq., Falkland, Simla, and Colonel Hugh Rose.
Hon. Secretary—Bt J. M. Coates.
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LOCAL TREASURERS AND SECRETARIES.

ABERDEEN.
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer—Colonel Kirby, 15 Dee Street.

BATH.

Hon. Treasurer—Lieut. -Colonel Willoughby, Grosvenor Terrace.

Hon. Secretary—Colonel BABiNfixoN, St James' Square.

BRECON.

Hon. Treasurer and Secretary—Rev. Eees Price, Vicarage, Llanfaes.

CHELTENHAM.
Hon. Treas2irer and Secretary—Charles Wilson, Esq. , Gendoran House.

Corresponding Member in India—Major Carnegy, Tounghoo, Burmah.

CARDIFF.

Hon. Treasurer—James Walker, Esq., DufFryn Villa.

Hon. Secretary—Peter Whyte, Esq.

DUNDEE.
Hon. Treasurer—John Hexdersox, Esq., National Bank, Dundee.

Hon. Secretaries—Evi\\A.-RT) Cox, Esq., M.A., and John W. Shepherd, Esq.

3 Royal Exchange Place.

Ladies' Committee.

Hon. Treasurer—Mrs W. 0. Dalgleish, Mayfield.

Hon. Secretary—Miss Lowson, Nethergate.

GLASGOW.

Hon. Treasurer—A. PvOeert?on, Esq., Royal Bank, Glasgow.

Hon. Secretary—^. D. Thomson, Esq., 141 St Vincent Street.

Ladies' Committee.

Hon. Treasurer—Mrs Fergus, 3 Elmbank Street.

Hon. Secretary—Mrs W. Campbell, 6 Doune Terrace, Hillhead.

SWANSEA.
Hon. Treasurer—Dr E. Davies.

Hon. Secretary—Rev. J. Thomas, 1 Russell Street.
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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 1875.

Aberdeen.

William Henderson, Esq., De-
v^anlia House,

George Thompson, Esq.,

Francis Edmond, Esq.

,

David Mitchell, Esq., .

Colonel Kirby,
Misses Turner, of Menie,
William Ferguson, Esq., Kinmundy, 1

Mrs Simpson,
Wm. Yeats, Esq. , of Auquharney
Mrs Craigie,

Major Ross,

Dr Urquhart,
H. A. Brett, Esq.,

Dr Gibbon,
Misses Farquhar,
Dr Farquhar,
Robert Lumsden, Esq.,
Alexander Nicol, Esq.

,

James Bryce, Esq.

,

Mrs Edward Fiddes,
James Aiken, jun., Esq
Alexander Stronach, Es _

Rev. Alexander Anderson
Mrs Anderson,
Dr Corbet,

Misses Shand,
Dr Dickie,

George Davidson, Esc
Mrs Parker,

C. J. G. Duguid, Esq
Dr Macrobin,
Chas. Coutts, Esq.,
Rev. Principal Lumsden
James Collie, Esq.,
W. S. Thorn, Esq.,

Mrs Simpson,
Rev. Dr David Brown, ,

Mrs Garden,
Mrs Fleming,
Rev. H. W. BeU,
Rev. Alexander Yule, ,

[

Rev. Hugh Fitzpatrick,

Less expenses.

Total,

Arbroath.

W. Salmond & Sons,
Andrew Lowson, Esq.

,

David Corsar, Esq.

.

Alexander Gordon, Esq.

,

Carry forward,

£10
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Cheltenham.
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Brought forward, £61
3 19

7

Ward Chapel, per Miss Gilroy,

Panmure (Jhapel, per Miss Walker,
Broughty-Ferry East Free Church,

-

; Per Mrs Buist,

. Broughty-Ferry West Free Church,

—

' Per Mrs Trail, . . 10 13
: Newport, per Miss Cunningham

and Miss Brown, . .85
Invergowrie, per Miss Smith, . 2 1

Smaller sums, per Miss Lowson, 1 14

Edinburgh.

W. F. Burnley, Esq., . . £5
E. L. J. Blyth, Esq., . . 10
J. M. Balfour, Esq., . . 1

George Burn, Esq.

,

. .1
John Broad, Esq., Melrose, .

Edward Caird, Esq. , . .3
:
Misses Carnegie, . . 2
Mrs Cook, Carphin, . . 10
jEev. G. D. Cullen, . .30
W. J. Duncan, Esq., . . 2
Messrs Duncan, Flockhart, & Co., 1

D. Dickson, Esq., . . 2
Sir Walter EUiott, K. C.S.I. , . 1

Dr James Fleming, . .

,
Messrs Freer & Dunn, Melrose,
Hon. RobertForbes.TunbridgeW ells, 2
D. Gillespie, Esq., Mountquhannie, 1

Mrs C. Howdeii, Haddington, . 2
i
Robert Johnson, Esq., Lochmaben, 5

;J. Kennedy, Esq., . . 2
Messrs Lorimer & Gillies, .

Miss Lloyd, Stockton Hall, York, 5
Rt. Hon. Holt Mackenzie, . 5
Miss Price, Tunbridge Wells,
D. jMaclagan, Esq., C.A.

,

Dr John Priugle,

,D. Pringle, Esq., Hawick,
Mrs Swan,
Mrs H. Swan,
Mrs Scott,

Dr Burns Thomson,
Mrs Tristrail,

Rev. W. Thomson, Woolwich, . 14
Rev. J. W. Taylor, . .05
James Tod, Esq., . . 1

A Friend, per R. Young, Esq., 1

Lawrencekirk S. School, .

Collection in Free Assembly Hall, 21
A Mother's offering, per Dr Dutf, 1

A Friend, per Dr Mitchell, . 2
Miss AValker, . . .2

15

£100 10

Ladies' Auxilliary, as below,
£94
ItiS

Edinburgh Ladies' Association.

Collected by Dowager Lady Outram, £20.
Lady Deas, . . .£10
Mrs Ferguson, . . .20
Mrs Fitzherbert,
Mrs Morris,
Mrs Moore,
A Friend,
Dowager Lady Outram,
Sir Francis Outram,
A Friend,

Per Lady Outram, £3.

Countess of Aberdeen, . 3

Total, £259 8

Collected by Mrs Lowe, £29, 2s.
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Brought forward, .
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Brought forward,
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Brought forward, .
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Brought forward, .

W. Leiper, Esq.,

Mrs Edward,
Mrs M'CaUum, . . .

E. H. G., . . .

M. M'Pherson, .

John Nairn, Esq.,

Mrs Duncan,
Mrs Drysdale, .

Miss Kidston, .

Mrs Robson,
Mrs Wallace, .

Mrs Crum Ewing,
MrsUre,

Collected by Miss Margown,
Mrs Campbell, .

Mrs Vannan,
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SOUTH WALES.
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FOUM OP A BEQUEST OR LEGACY.

Item, I give and bequeath the sum of

to the llnglo-^nbian Cl^nsttan ^ilnion, and the Recei2}t of the

Treasurer of the Society, for the time heing, shall he a sufficient

discharge therefor.

MEMORANDA.

Communications on the u-orh of the Society should be addressed to the Rev.

Peter Bannatyne, at the Society's Office, 14 South St Andrew Street, Edinburgh,

from whom Collecting Books, Reports, &.C., may be obtained.

Letters to the Rev. J. Fordyce will find him at any time if addressed to

Simla ; but from November to April (inclusive), it would prevent delays if ad-

dressed to Post Office, Bombay, where the Postmaster is advised of Mr F.'s

movements when on his evangelistic tours.

Cheques, Letters of Credit, and Post-Office Orders, if for London, should be

made payable to Lockhart Gordon, Esq., 7 Adam Street, Adelphi, W.C. ; if for

Edinburgh, to David Dickson, Esq., 10 South St Andrew Street.

Contributors who have any preference for some one portion of the Society's

work are requested to state their preference in making their remittance.

Contributions specially for the Winter Mission should be remitted or inti-

mated at onc« to Lockhart Gordon, Esq., 7 Adam Street, Adelphi, London,

W.C, as the amount of Contributions must, to some extent, regulate the action

of the London Committee during the year.

Treasurers of Auxiliaries and Ladies' Committees are requested to remit, if

possible, once every three months to the Treasurer in Edinburgh, and to make

their final remittance for the year not later than the first week in December.
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He Rev. J. Fordvce. Commissioner of. the Society.

Kev. J. Kerr liain, M.A.,'Mim^ei- at Raugooii.

Kev. >"i(gdfritk |tajMidap^^i|miige|^jp«wei:jiji» I^^IJ^l tempora-
rilj trans/erred'to L'licknow.

"" -•-•--' ^•-
>-

.i^m

Kev. W. .1. P. Murri.'^oiv, M.A.\ Minister at Amballa— Evange-
listic Work along the S, 1'. 1). 1^ ail way, kc.

Lay Evangelists.
Mr. Jplm Nel-sou, hitherto in the Punjab, Saharnnpore will

probably soon be hi.« centre.

Mr. W. Sandwell, Kajootatia HailA^'dy;-^^esiditig at Agra.

'v-^M^f.' -AMfrM Shfiith, >Oude and liobilcaiid .JiaiJwaysr-^l'e^irliiiii^i^l

Fyzabad. ,Av.". '>•'* •li .a. U v.v,-, ,h>*\.o,M ..p-.il .-u^l-t-jA (Hf.iiiiV;

Mr. William Ewing.E, I. Rail \vaj,.froT^^Mokameh to Mirzapore

and ]}euares-r- re^ridiiig at liuxar. .
'

,

Sir. IJehVy Tipkeis, Jv 1. ltailvfi:rJ''diM^V/d'-lS«c}]^ I-iiiesi'rfesi-

ding at NciVadi,'" '
~* '

*
^''' '^^ -^-'^ i^r^i<':l ^

''

Mr. Angustus Kramer, resides at Kaiigoon, and labours among
sa^i^^Q^•3^at:tl^e por^^in the,,qi<,y, a;id aloiig tUe newRailwa^-..^

^^ .^ ^
Colporteur.

Mr. Benjamin SinO0(J44lk»has;d)onre gt^il^fcrvice at six hill sta-

tions; a.nfi ^filU,ft9fi,gp;;^ l|lP^ P!'?'''5^%A i;e^*\mo',5tjJS.^^^^.^^
^^^^^

The 'following '^^nbscnptions '

an'd' '%nk\M ''?6if ^ TTife'''- ycki' "*j'u.^t

be^iiji'' hav6 been already received for trfe''\r^^*fe'•0^ t'he'Stldiet}':^-^';*

"''The llon'ble Sir W. Muir, k:c s.!.^""" -'^?:'^,
!;
^'"i'lV^'li^nSft '

'

Do. do. [:. for- Lh*{!j^^j-»g Literature ,,
,"(i

P. D. S. per Rev. J. Fordyce ditto ... ,, IV,

Major General Sir H W.'^'brmah.Sv.c.B. ... ,, 50
.K. Uafcfej'eHkJ«^ftn/f;s<jt g'^., <^sW >'.U f'-f mt,,.. . '^,rM..50

Colonel Crofton. itK ...,',;,/, »,j'^_.s,tj ... ••• >. 50
Captain W, J. W. Muir, ^ c, .... ,,. ., . ...

, ^ ci •»» >. ^0
' Colonel C. W. Hutchinson, r.e.

'

... ... ,, 40

A friend, per ]iev. J. Fordrce ...
"^^

' ... ... .. ">(»

Colonel E. C. S."W'Jrtiffms;"'K.E., to aid Evangelistic

'WoFr(^ii'^^aieRail\tars ... ... >.
,

20O -

j

Colonel Mackav,Ii?fhl'oot ... ... 20 "
' Captain C. W. JMuir. Hth B. r, .. oO

; Colonel H...H'dsfe .,. ,.. . .. .. JO

Rev,' J-. F<)*<}y<;e ... ... . ... ... ,, 20
Captain J. Robertson g^jt^i-jytl^j^^^Q... ... ,, !<»

.,,, .ColvnelCa^-e. J^Jf^^ ,. ,.,^1 .,,.„„j. ..,.^,:a- ;..„.,!, ;,;:;. , :-.
,

J"
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FLY ^
Simla Series. No. 1. '^P^^

BURNING AND SHINING LIGHTS IN INDIA. ^

The Church of Christ is an imperial institution in the highest

sense possible on earth. It takes its laws, if acting loyally, from the

Supreme alone. Its powers are those of truth, and law, and love. To
tlie civil power it leaves the swords, the sceptres, ai d the thrones of

earth. Its sword is the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God It

points to a throne " high and lifted up " where the hand that was nailed

to the bitter cross holds the sceptre of Universal Empire.

The Church takes high ground when thoroughly loyal to her glori-

ous Head, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Every real Christian

sliould realize his " high calling of God in Christ Jesus." • Personally we
should take a lowly place before God ; but as his people we should diffuse

light as the very truth of God, and urge others to faith, repentance and
every duty as the will of the Supreme. If the followers of Christ were

to walk humbly on the high places of a clear revelation, a sure salvation,

and an unequivocal devoteduess, their light would first startle and alarm,

and then illumine and bless the world.

The Lord Jesus enforces the duty of reflecting His light by a sim-

ple, but striking illustration. What men do for a house. He would do

for tho wide world. " Neither do men light a candle and put it imder

a bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it giveth light to all that are in the

house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."

Believers ai-e not to conceal their light by escaping from a busy

world as hermits, or monks, or nuns ; but to let their light shine before

men. They are not to shut it up, as some do, in cautious reserve, either

from false modesty, or fear of the world's ridicule. Let your light shine

in an open and explicit profession, and by speaking 'the truth in love.

Above all let your light shine in your good works. You are not to do

them m order to be seen of men ; but they should be so many, so habi-

tual, that they cannot but be seen. Ostentation is to be avoided ; but be

hot ashamed of doing good. The lines of Christian action are many :

—

considering and helping the poor, ''visiting the fatherless and widows in

their affliction," instructing the ignorant, contributing of our substance

i
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to maintiin Cliiistian ordinances, and to diffuse tlie gospel, are a few

obvious examples. " Do good as ye have opportunity." Be " ready to

j
every good word and work." Watch, prayerfully for opportunities, and
promptly improve them. Thus living, maintaining and multiplying

' good works, you will "glorify your Father which is in heaven." This is

- the chief end that ennobles all such service. Aim at His glory, and
yoirr deepest affections will be moved, your powers will be concentrated

' on the highest objects ; and whatever your place in the Church below,

;
yours will be accounted an honoral>]e service in the light of heaven, and

\ will be signalized at last by the " well done" of our blessed Lord from

I

the judgment-throne.

I have now to request your earnest attention to the importance of

( multiplying "burning and shining lights" in India,—glowing with love

and luminous with truth.

i The Rulers of this great Empii-e ought to exemplify these words of

; the " King of kings and Loi'd of lords." Here, in .a land of idols and
manifold delusions, as the representatives of a Christian nation, tliey are

under solemn obligations to make very manifest by their administration,

and by their personal character, the excellence of the religion of the Lord
Jesus. I am quite aware of the delicacy and difficulty of their po:-:ition

in a state of society so complex as that of India ; and of the necessity of

tolerating all religions. But Hindus and Mahomedans view them
representing a Christian Empire ; and it is the duty of all Rulers, from

the least to the greatest, to act with such dignity, justice, integrity,

wisdom and courtesy as shall reflect honour on the British name, and be

glorifying to Britain's God.

Histoi-y records no parallel to the transfer of this great Empii'e to

the rule and care of a far-off island of the sea. It is a marvellous record

that I can only touch ; but we all know it well. Surely in this the Supreme
Ruler has a great moral purpose. India was wrapt in darkness, and Bri-

tain was pre-eminently the land of light. Christianity had made our

beloved home-lands "gi'eat, glorious and free" among the nations; and
this treasure of light, life, and love India needed, a treasure which we
may at once conserve and diffuse, so that whilst we impart it to others

we keep it more thoroughly than ever for ourselves.

The hand of the Lord is in all this, and for a great moral purpose
;

and surely Britons who dishonour God in India do what they can to

bring down His righteous judgments. Happilj- there are many in high

places who remember even here to " Render unto Ctesar the things that

. are Caesar's, and unto God the things that ai-e God's ;" and those who

j
know best realize most vividly the unspeakable benefits that British rule

( has conferred on India. But there are sad exceptions j and it would be

I well to remember that not only amid scenes of deadly conflict, but in

:

:
these peaceful provinces of India, Christian " England expects every man]

• to do liis duty." All of every rank who, in name at least, represental|

;
Chi'istian nation, bear in this land a weighty responsibility, and whether i

! they give heed to it or not, they must give then- account to God.

?^
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It is for a lamentation in this land that so many in its cities, and
widely scattered amongst its hills and valleys dishonour the God of their

fathers by their indilference to their highest interests, and even by in-

temperance, infidelity and licentiousness. Believing as I do that God
reigneth among the nations, and that Britons are here for a great moral
and spiritual purpose, I venture to aver that our chief peril is not amongst
the native population at all, but in the ungodly lives of those who do
what they can to dishonour the Christian name and to hinder India's

enlightenment and conversion. Let ixs honour God as a people ; and He
will assuredly honour us and our nation.

Simla, 8th November, 1876. J. F.

The Hon'ble Sir William ^Iuir, k.c.s.l, when presiding a few days

before leaving India at the Annual Meeting at Simla of the Anglo-Indian

Christian Union, spoke as follows :—How common, alas, it was to hear

the Christian cause decried because of the careless ungodly lives of our

country-men ! Through them, indeed, the name of God was too often

blasphemed. Now for every European man and woman converted from
vice to virtue, such reproach would be turned into blessing ; and for

every such one brought to the faith of Jesus, we were changing a 2:)lague-

spot into a soui'ce of healing virtue ; in place of gross misleading darkness,

we were kindling lights of divine guidance all over the land. The snow-

clad peaks were beautiful, but they were altogether useless in their un-

approachable pathless heights. It was not until thawed by the sun,

that the snow came down and watered the valleys, clothing them' with

verdure and gladness. Even so it was not enough for the Christian to

seek for the blessings of the faith, however bright and pure, in the closet

alone, presenting all the while a front, like that of the snow peaks, cold

and inaccessible, to the woidd ; the Christian must carry down his prin-

ciples and action into daily life, and so spread his Christian example
amongst all ranks of society, European and Native, with whom he comes
in contact, a"? i^ make his influence and example fruitful of blessing

amongst them ; and thus we might hope that men, taking knowledge of

them that they had been with Jesus, might be drawn, on to walk in the

same happy path.

INDIA'S FUTURE.
The Sun of Righteousness o'er all thy land

—

Its mountains gi'and and valleys sti-etchiug wide

—

Shall light and healing graciously shed forth.

Thy sons and daughters, quickened by His power,

Anon shall rise and His bright glory see.

And, taught and guided by His heavenly ray,

The truth of God shall seek and surely find,

And with the ecstacy of joy shall sing

His goodness, grace, and peace, which know no bounds.

The late John Wilson, D.D., F.R.S. &c.
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THE CHURCH'S CALL TO 1XDL\.

1.

Of Eastern lands the fairest

O Indian land, art thou ;

With richest gifts and rarest

Kind heaven doth thee endow :-

Thy sun, rejoicing, beameth
With cloudless gloiy bright,

—

Each mighty rirer streameth
To spread abroad delight ;

—

Most sweet thy bud and blossom,
And thy full harvest-store

la poured into thy bosom
Till thou canst ask no more :

—

And high 'mid lands rencvned,
Indian land, wert thou

;

With ancient hon:iur crowned
Was thine aU-queenly brow.

II.

And yet, my heart is breaking
Indian land, for thee^,

That thou, thy God forsaking,

Reft of true life shouldst be ;

Yea, on thy soul is sorrow,
And darkness of the tomb ;

Oh when Avill dawn a morrow
To chase the night of gloom ?

Thy sons hare toiledfor ages

Li mines of deepest thought

;

Yet })ootle8s all thy sages

And mightiest men have taught
Immcised in gross delusion.

When wisest most they seem.
Their learning is confusion, f

Their knowledge is a dream, f

nr. / '- i

But now Heaven's light is falling,

Indian land, on thee ;

And Love's own voic* is calling

To life and liberty :

From ages of transgression

Haate to the Father's feet

!

So penitent confession

Shall full forgiveness meet.

Then of all realms the fairest,

Fuse India ! from the dust,

Strong in the grace thou s; arest,

Strong in thy perfect trust !

In garments ol Salvation

And holy beauties clad,

Praise, thou new-born nation,

The Christ that makes thee glad

The Rev. J. Murray Mitchell, L.L.D
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UNCONSCIOUS INFLUENCE.

" SHINE AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD, HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE.'

Have you ever reflected on the influence you unconsciously

exert on all among whom you live ?

We no doubt feel, and often feel painfully, the responsibility

devolving on us in respect of the immediate result of our actions

for good or evil. If we break any of the commandments, or if

under circumstances of temptation we are enabled to act uprightly,

then in the one case we experience sorrow and remorse, in the other

thankful satisfaction, at the direct effects of what we have done;

—

effects which, spreading like the circling wavelets in agitated water,

may reach for the weal or woe of others besides ourselves, even into

eternity. Without doubt the solemn thought often presents ifself

to every reflective mind.

But are we not in danger of overlooking the indirect, though
not less potent, influence of our example ? Such indirect influence

may arise in two different ways; first, from the undesigned effect

on others of our voluntary action ; and, second, from the equally

powerful influence of our unconscious action,—that is of action

springing, without immediate design, from habit and ingrained
principle.

The first class of influences, we are perhaps in less danger of

passing by. No one can be blind to the fact that beyond the effect

of an act or word upon its immediate object, an influence radiates

therefrom upon all who are its witnesses,—an influence which must
be either helping forward the good cause, or fortifying the bad.

And this power is exercised by every individual. There is none
so lowly or insignificant but casts the weight of his or her influence
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] irito the scale either of good or evil. How many have been " won

I
by the conversation" or attractive life of one who"alorned the

I

doctrine of Gud in all tilings ;" how many a youth in India has been
saved by the happy example of a household in which, like Abra-

I

ham's, an altar wtis ever reared for daily sacriiice. And (sad reflec-

tion) how many have been confirmed in ungodliness by the

backsliding and inconsistent life of the careless Christian, or drawn
-; down in the vortex of a sinking wreck !

But, though perhaps we seldom think of it, we are not tli/" less

responsible for the effect of our unconscious action,—for such tilings

as our manner and temper, our tone, look and expression, our habits

and our attitude towards good and evil. These are not the result

in each case of a conscious exercise of the will. They are the coun-

terpart of the mind within ; and they are received by those about

us, as all the truer index of the principles that reign there. No man
can in this matter long dissemble ; truth will out in the transpa-

rency of gesture or expression. God's name is taken in vain ; does

the shadow of pain involuntarily darken the countenance, or is

there no wincing visil)le of wounded loyalty? The conversation

lapses into " foolish talking of those things which are not conveni

ent;" do the words fallen willing ears, or rather does not the blush

of shame and virtuous indignation administer an undisguised

reproof ? Is the sneer at holiness received listlessly ; or does it not

rather elicit the ila.sh in your countenance of disapproval, saying

silently, but quick as the responsive spark of electricity,
—

" As for

j
me, I esteemed the reproach of Christ greater treasures than the

riches in Egypt ?" When you hear of misfortune, does S3mipa thy

glisten in your eye, or is there the hard repulsive look which say

< " Am I my brothers keeper ?" Do men perceive in your counte-

I

nance the outward marks of an abiding peace and joy within,

beaming as the light from Moses' face when he descended from

communion with his Lord ; or do they gather from your morose

and gloomy expression that religion must be an unhappy thing?

Such are examples of the influence of which we speak. And thus

we continually are, though imaware, advocates of the True or of the

1 False. We either " confirm the feeble knees " in the right way,

I
and warn those who are wandering from it ; or all the while, though

1 haply we think it not, are casting a stumbling-blook in our brother's

way, discouraging the good and abetting the evil.

And for all this influence, albeit unconscious and apparent]

I involuntary, we are answerable. It is simply the outcome of thei

1 inner man ; and the inner man is what by God's grace we are enabled

I

to tnake it. It is the mind from within exhibiting itself at its por-

I tals to those 'without whether it be in expression, smile, frown ©i

«l
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exc'jamation. So that, involuntary as the action seems, it is the

natural and necessary result of thoughts and principles which we
have ourselves been cultivating in our hearts, and for the effects of

which we are responsible.

These truths are shadowed forth in ijatu^-e. Of how many
objects are the different phases pregnant with expression. The
plaintive "soughing " of the fir or tamarisk, and the wild roar of the

cataract, suggest each a meaning of its own. So Qeotge Hei'bert—

Siveet day, so cool, so calm, so bright

The hrldal of the earth and sky.

And Keble,

The deep calm shy, the sunshine of the soul.

Compare again", the " ceaseless dimpling of the waves " of

Homer, or as it has been rendered by Keble ;—
The many twinkling smile of Ocean

;

With, the same Poets' other metaphor

;

The giddy wa<i)es so restless hurled,

The vexed pulse of this feverish world.

Indeed illustrations from God's works around us occur at every

step we take.

And now looking back to both kinds of action, to the unde-

signed consequences of our voluntary as Well as of our unconscious

action, let us be very sure that our life gives forth no uncertain

sound. " Songs without words " may convey sweeter melodies and
deeper and more heavenly symphonies than songs with words. Let

even such harmonies be ever sounding forth from us.

Richard Wagner in his now famous Ring des Nihelungen,

assigns to each of the personages in the drama a special musical

phrase, or characteristic motif, which is invariably sounded from

the Orchestra whenever its representative appears upon the stage,

or is in any way alluded to. If some heavenly composer were to

frame with unerring wisdom such a drama, what motif would re-

jffesent each one of us ? Ah, let us leave no doubt as to whether
that phrase would be one of loyalty to our Maker. And if ever,

ivhen we appear upon the scene, there is any jar or discord in the

strain, let not the cause be any divergence from the heavenly har-

mony in our characteristic note ; rather let it be the dissonance

springing from evil ivithout us, and the shrill note of danger
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promptly and intuitively sounded foi'th Ly us. Let the ring be the

clear sterling ring of real worth ; the ring not of the false but of

the true.

" By their fruits ye shall know them."

" Ye are the light of the world . . . Let your light so

shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify

your Father which is in heaven."

W. M.

Siinla, October. 1876,

]PL:¥ Llil¥SS—SIMIiA

Just published—sold in packets containing three copies of each—One Rupee.

I.-BUKNING AKD SHINING LIGHTS IN INDIA.

II.—UNCONSCIOUS INFLUENCE.

III.-BREADTH versm NARROWNESS.

IV.-THE KING'S TABLE.

V.-THE OLD TESTAJIENT-HOW COMPLETED AND HISTORICALLY VERIFIED.

VI.—THE NEW TESTAMENT—HOW COMPLETED AND HISTORICALLY VERIFIED.

VII.-THB GREAT CONTROVERSY SETTLED.

K. 5.—Next Simla season, if Christian Anglo-Indians encourage us, thew

will be a re-issue, with additional numbers, and at a cheaper rate. Orders should

be Bent to W. Johnson, Esq., Hon. Superintendent of the Dep6t.

J. F.

Simla, November, 1876.

^b^-
^

-f^





FIFTH REPORT, 187 5.

CONTENTS.
Fifth Annual Meeting,

Committees of Management, &c.

,

Objects of the Society, and Work

Report for 1875, .

Rev. J. Fordyce's Statement,

Report of Winter Mission,

Letter from Rev. Mr Somerville,

Corresponding Committees,

CoiTesponding Members,

Ladies' Committees,

Simla Branch, . . .

Local Treasurers and Secretaries,

Contributions for 1875,

Balance Sheet—London,-,

Balance Sheet—Edinburgh,

Form of Bef|uest.

2kIemoranda.

India,










