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MODERN IRISH TEXTS.

IRules of Euphonic Changes.

ASPIRATION.

§ I. Aspiration is the term for the softening of a consonant, generally

between two vowels. Thus, the Latin Hiber has become in

Freneh livre, and in Modern Irish leabhar— Old Irish libur

pron. livur. So also fA05Al= saecu/uw, and compare ledCAjv
and English leather.

§ 2. Aspiration takes place in COMPOUND WORDS, the
initial consonant of the second word being
aspirated ; as, piojt-fatuvn, truly-lasting ; rm-rheAr*,

disrespect.

I. Except when the second word begins with t), c, p, and first

ends in t>, c,
f,

I, n, ]\ ; as, Ati-coit,, passion

;

buAtifaojaLac, long-lived ; in-oeunc<x, feasible.

§ 3. Change of vowels in compound words. There is a
general rule (c<xot té c-c\ot, a^u^ teACAn léteACAn,
slender with slender, and broad with broad), which
requires that, in words of more than one syllable,

the vowel on one side of a consonant be broad or

slender, according as the vowel on the other side

is broad or slender. Thus, m + 'oeuncA = m
-oeuncA, but m + -ounuA=i0nmincA. So Á]vo + ]\í

= Áijrorn, and t)eAnto-br\ÁcAin, but x)ei]\h-fiur*.



1. In this last case, and in lontwncA, there is a vowel change,
which will be explained under the first declension.

2. In the spoken language this vowel change is sometimes
neglected, as reAnbeAn, peAnfreAp for fem-beAn.

§ 4. Nouns are aspirated by the ARTICLE in the singular

number.

A. The article aspirates feminine nouns in Nom.
and A ecus.

B. The article aspirates masculine nouns in

genitive.

C. The article aspirates mas. and fern, dative

when preceded by the prepositions *oe, *oo,

5An it)iji.

Thus, An beAn, the woman; An £eoirv, the Nore; An
Oómn, the Boyne.

1. Except nouns beginning with -o and c, which are unchanged,
as An ceme, the fire; An twine, of the man.

2. Nouns beginning with p are apparent exceptions, An cSwip,
the Suir; An cSionAmn, the Shannon; An cftht, the eye;
tTlAC ah uSAoin tTlAC An cSaoi ; Ain An cpuil. The c
here is really a part of the O. I. article § 33 B, and re-

appears when the \ is aspirated according to the rule above,
thus, Aiic ftni, <3>nc f-Aoin.

3. In Ulster the article preceded by preposition usually aspi-

rates.

§ 5. Nouns are aspirated by simple PREPOSITIONS—ex-

cept a^, Ay, 50, Lé, ór* (* a, from, and usually ^An,

without).

1. Except in general phrases of adverbial meaning, as, Aip bAtt,

at once ; Aip pubAL, away ; Aip pAn, aslant ; ca-ja cionn,

exceedingly ; and prepositional phrases, as Aipfon 50, CAp
ceAnn 50.
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§ 6. Nouns are aspirated, in singular and plural, by a,

the sign of the vocative case ; as, a tfltnfie,

a rhic.

§ 7. Nouns are aspirated by TTIO, my; *00, thy; and
A, his.

1. Before vowel or f elision takes place after mo, "oo, as
m'ACAir\, •o'.acAirs (c'.au<yir\, c'ACAirv), and in spoken lan-

guage with a, as acá 'acai]a beo, his father is living.

2. A, her, prefixes h to vowels ; a, their, eclipses.

§ 8. Nouns are aspirated by Aon, -oÁ, cewo, cjteAr*, as if

they formed the second part of a compound
word. § 2.

1. Aon prefixes c to f, Aon cfthL, one eye.

2. In spoken language, crvi, cihg and f-é aspirate frequently.

§ 9. After ANOTHER NOUN, nouns are aspirated like ad-

jectives, § 11. A. If first noun is fern, and nomin.,

it aspirates, as quiAc riióriA; or if dative, as A5
DAiric feAmAinne, but not if genitive or plural, as

tÁ -pelt t)|\i5"oe, féile jAbÁÍA 1Tlui|\e. B. If first

noun be masculine and genitive, it aspirates

usually also if dative, qié peACA-ó ctoinne 1r*jtAet,

or, if nom. or accus. plur., ending in a consonant,

but not in nomin. sing, [except (C) the second
noun is a parents name, SeAgAn peAT)Ai]t, John
(son) of Peter. 111ac, son

;
and O, "Ua, grandson,

aspirate when they are taken literally, not as dis-

tant descendants.]

§ 10. Nouns are often aspirated after bA, perfect of if

;

after tube, all, every, as An rule x>ume; and after

ca, cia, as ca riietm, how many.



ADJECTIVES.

§ II. Adjectives are aspirated after NOUNS as follows :

—

A. After feminine nouns in nom. and accus.

singular.

B. After mascul. nouns in gen. sing.

C. After masc, and fern, nouns in dative sing.

D. After masc. and fern, nouns in nom. plur., if

ending in consonant.

E. After all nouns in vocative sing, and plural.

1. Sometimes the adjective is unaspirated with dative mas-
culine.

2. Aspiration does not take place when the noun ends in 11,

and the adjective begins with v> or u.

3. Genitives of nouns are used as adjectives, and aspirated

accordingly, mm coir\ce, oatmeal.

§ 12. Adjectives are aspirated after bA, past tense of if,

especially those beginning with labials, as bAiriójt

au ye&}\ é, bA uinn An u-eun é. The aspiration

remains when bA is omitted, nioji (bA) ttiaiú An
yeA]\, é, ir- pop ^u]\ (bA) iíiaic au -pean é. Distin-

guish from if po]\ $un (Ab) mAic An feAj\ é.

VERBS.

§ 13. A. Verbs are aspirated in these parts of the ACTIVE
voice which have x>o prefixed as sing., viz., the

imperfect, perfect and conditional mood, as "oo

buAibmn, I used to strike ; *oo buAileAr*, I struck;

no buAitpnn, I would strike. In the passive

voice, -oo does not cause aspiration, as -oo buAileAt>

é, he was struck.



B. In the spoken language -oo is often wrongly omitted, but never

before a vowel or p.

C. "Do does not aspirate bA, past tense of ir\

§ 14. Verbs are aspirated by the participle HO in

ACTIVE voice.

A. It is found in perfect active after negative, in-

terrogative and connecting particles before all

regular verbs, as niop (= ni + |\o) bu<MLe<\r, I

did not strike
;
gup (= 50 + no) buAile<vp

;

riACAp, nán (r=n<\c -f no) ouaileAr ; An

( = An + vo); cÁ]\ ( = cÁ + no).

1. Wo is not used before irregular verbs (except before bA,

perfect of if), as ni pAcap, I did not see.

2. After mÁ, if, x>o and not po is used.

B. Ho is found also after the relative preceded by
a preposition before perfect tense.

C. Ho is also found in the negative form of the

optative, nÁCAjt, nÁjt = n<\c + no, as in nÁn
ca^ato ré, may he not come.

3. Before pAib (=po + bi) nac is used.

4. Also before neg. form of conditional of ip ; niop bA ionj;-

11A-Ó, it would not be a wonder.

§ 15. Verbs are aspirated in RELATIVE sentences in pre-

sent and future, active and passive, as An reAn

buAiteAr, buAitueAjt, buAitreAr, buAitreAp.

f. Before other parts of the verb its proper particle, t»o will

be used and cause aspiration, An peAp -oo buaiL.

2. This aspiration in relative sentences is seen in such con-

structions as if biom-pA -oeuncAr* é, it is by me (that) it

is done, instead of the direct •oeuncAp l/iom-pa é.



§ i6. Verbs are aspirated in all parts after ní, rnÁ, mA]i,

I. Sub, before, is used in various forms
; ful a, fuL mÁ, pub

oo, rub pi, and pi, pé (Munster).

§ 17. A. In phrases like ye&\\ *oo IduaIat), to strike a

man, it will be seen afterwards that there is really

no verb, but a verbal noun.

B. In spoken language aspiration also after A^ur\

ionÁ, as, corn Uiac A^ur broom Ann, as soon as

I am there; níof ^eÁ|\|\ ionÁ bi-óirn, better than

I am.

ECLIPSIS.

§ 18. Eclipses is a general name for four clauses of euphonic changes. It

can be explained only by reference to the older Irish. The
general principle is that those changes take place after certain

words which formerly ended in -n, but in which the -n now fully

appears only in certain circumstances.

1. The O. I. Ann bÁ-o, our boat (Ann, our, bio, boat), came by
degrees to be pronounced &\\m bÁo, just as in Latin con-

buro came to be com buro. Afterwards the two labials mb
coalisced into one sound (cf. ypá/j.fx.a for ypa-rr-fj-a), and
the phrase was pronounced An mÁo. To preserve the

etymology it was spelled An mbÁo, the b being silent, and

so to speak eclipsed or overshadowed by the m.

2. Quite the opposite change took place in such phrases as A|\n

ceAÓ, our house. Here it was found thafo was more easily

pronounced after n, than c, and the phrase became Ann
•oeac. Afterwards the n was dropped (cf. pec = sewtis),

and the c was preserved in writing to show the original

root, hence the modern an "oceAc, our house. Similarly after

certain words ending in -n, c became 5 in pronunciation

and 5c in spelling, as An gce^nc, our right
; p became bp,

An bp<M-oin, our prayer
; p became z>p, bp., as An bpuit,

our blood.



3« Before 1, m, n, n, f, the final -n was dropped altogether,

thus An ni, our king = Ann ni, etc.

4. Before -o, 5, and vowels the n was attached to the following

word from analogy with words in (2) above, as An troun,

our fort ; An n^no, our work; An n-ACAin, our father.

NOUNS.
§ 19. Nouns are eclipsed after -Aft, our t)tHx, your; 4,

their.

I . Formerly Ann bunn, An. Instead of bun, one hears in

Ulster rtiAn, rriAn n-obAin, your work ; in Munster, bún,

n'tin.

§ 20. Nouns are eclipsed after 111, in;* 1<dtl, after

* 11 1 A, before.

1. Before consonants m is spelled 1, as Ann became An above.

It is sometimes spelled Ann, a, and so pronounced in

Connaught.
2. lAn and niA are obsolete. A trace of iAn is seen in such

phrases as An n-A-rjníobA-ó, fori Ann a f, written by . . .

An n a cumA-ó, formed by ; An n'oul a OAibe -óom, on my
going home In spoken Irish this a\\ is naturally taken for

An, Ain, on, and aspirates, Ain "óul, Ain ceAcc t>uic, when
you go, when you come, etc.

3. Go, with, originally co, con, used to eclipse, but now does

not. In IÁ 50 n-oroce, the n survives, and in co- used as

prefix as coigcnioc.

§ 21, Nouns are eclipsed in singular after the ARTICLE
after a PREPOSITION (except -oe, -oo, $An, i*oi|A

§ 4, c)

1. No eclipsis before x>, c, as ce mr An •oun, mrAn cemiu.
For words beginning with r, see § 4, 2.

2. After certain prepositions ending in a vowel, and after m, the

article is spelled fAn (§ 33 B) as, m rAn Áic, usually mr
An Áiu (wrongly Annr). So teir An *nir An, with the

;

gur An (=50 rAn) to the, unér An (often cniT) Ann). This

is the origin of the preposition Ar, out of, Ar An * Á fAn

(§ 5). Similarly the plural form is mr nA, etc. In Munster

even ór nA, from the, -oor nA, -oer nA, Aijef nA, are

heard. «



§ 22. Nouns are eclipsed after tiA, formerly riAn, genit.

plur. of the article.

I. In Scottish Gaelic rtAn, before labials tiAm, is still retained,

as tir nan gleann nam beann agus na?i gaisgeach.

2. 11 a, originally hah genitive plur. of O, 11 a, grandson, causes

eclipsis, as ca^ai^ 11 a g-ConAitt, the rock of the sons of

Conall. This was the rule after gen. plur. of words
generally, as fbuAj peAp n-eiperm, the best of the men of

Erin.

§ 23. Nouns are eclipsed after feAcc, occ, riAoi, 'oeic,

seven, eight, nine, ten. Originally \eAccn, etc.

§ 24. The neuter termination -n has left a few traces, as

pot n -60541 n, the race of Eogan ; SIiad 5-C114
;

x)Á t)-c|\i<mi, two-thirds.

ADJECTIVES.

§ 25. Adjectives are eclipsed (rarely in spoken language)
after genitive plural of nouns, which formerly
ended in -n ; in composition adjectives are eclipsed

by the prefix é, e&y &n=un-
}
as eu'ocpom, ah

tofAnn, eAr-^cAom.

VERBS.

§ 26. Verbs are eclipsed after t)Á, if, ca, where, 50, that,

nAc, that not, who-not, tnunA, unless.

1. riAc takes place of the relative in relative sentences, An cé
11 ac niAipeAnn, riAc mbuAileann, etc.

2. *t1ocAri, not, has in Ulster survived in the form of ca, it

eclipsis c and 5, aspirates b, and prefixes n to vowels,

and p, as cÁ bi"óeAnn pé, cÁ •ouéi'O pe, cÁ n-ólAnn fé,
ca n-puil pé.



§ 2J. Verbs are eclipsed after the RELATIVE PRONOUN,
preceded by a preposition, An ye&.]\ Lé a bpntim.

1. In the perfect tense the relative a becomes Ap, and
aspirates, § 14, B.

2. Prepositions unite with the relative, oá= 'Oo + -a, de + A.

cpéAp, cpép= cpé + a + po, etc.

When Ab, part of if is thus preceded by relative and preposi-

tion, peAp t>'a n-Ab Ainm Sea^An, a man to whom John
is name, the S. L. now does not eclipse, but substitutes

p for 11, thus, peo>p -cap Ab Ainm. Thus also, gup Ab,
gop Ab, for 50 11 -Ab.

§ 28. Verbs are eclipsed after A, the relative, meaning
ALL WHO, ALL THAT, as a nAib Ann *oe -OAoimb,

all the people that were there ; if é ym <\ bpnl
A^Am, that is all I have.

OTHER EUPHONIC CHANGES.

§ 29. Apparent eclipsis of y by c. In strict meaning of

eclipsis, y is never eclipsed. But when NOUNS
beginning in y are aspirated by the article An,

originally 'auc, §33 B, the c of the article re-

appears, so Anc full, the eye ;
Anc yA05A1L, of the

world ; and from analogy with ordinary eclipsis,

these are now spelled An uruiL, An cfAo^Ait. This
apparent eclipsis takes place, therefore, only in

nouns beginning with r, when y is aspirated by
the article.

>

I. Hence cf was looked upon as p aspirated, and in a few
phrases was used, wrongly, for f in adjectives, as beAn
cpmbAil, a poor woman (lit. a woman of " tramp "), for

beA-n piubAit. § II, and so after aoh, § 8.



§ 30. The same u of the old form of the article re-appears

when the article is followed by nominative mas-
culine noun beginning with a vowel, An c-am, <\n

c-irn
;
An c-eAfpo^.

§ 31. tl prefixed to vowels, when hiatus would otherwise

occur.

1. After nA, the article, nA h-óige, tiA h-ubtA.
2. After a, her, a h-Ainui.

3. After 50, Le, Á, prepositions.

4. After O in surname, O'h-Ainc, O'h-Ao-ÓA.

5. After bA, perfect of if ; also after ni in sentences where
if is understood, bA h-é, ní, h-é.

6. After nÁ with imperative, nÁ h-AbAin pr\ ; and no with
perfect passive, níon Vi-oLax) An "oeoc (-00, no) Ii-oIai),

An -oeoc.

7. After TDAnA, cní, fé.
8. After cÁ, cia? as cÁ h-Áic, cÁ h-HAlj\.

§ 32. Elision of vowels.

1. mo, t)o and a, his, as stated above, suffer elision, §
2. "Oo, sign of imperfect, perfect and conditional, loses the o

before vowels and f , as •o'ól ré, o'^ÁgAmAn.
3. Prepositions and the relative become contracted,

t>a= -oo + a, r>e + a, té\\ = 1é + a + no, ó (= + a)

x»uÁmi5 ; also prepositions with a, his, her, their, uÁ
ceAc, to his house. But té, pÁ, take n, be n-A CAob,
at his side, fÁ n-A orcmll, under his arm.



^Declension-
THE ARTICLE.

§ 33. A. Modern form.
SING. PLUR.

Mas. Fem. Mas. & Fern.

Nom. Ace. Dat. -an <xn n<x

Genitive An nA ha

B. The older form was fane Both the f and the

c re-appear.

For re-appearance of f see § 21.

For re-appearance of c see § 29.

I. Effects of the article on the noun. Aspiration, § 4.

Eclipsis, § 22. The form tiA prefixes h to vowels,

except in gen. plural, § 31, 22.

THE NOUN.

§ 34. There are two genders, masculine and feminine.

For traces of the old neuter, see § 24.

§ 35. There are two numbers, singular and plural. A
trace of the dual is found in the construction after

T>Á, two, which is followed by what is now the

form of the dative case, as x>& hÁv, vÁ coir. But
the adjective is in the plural, "óÁ bÁT) móji<\.

§ 36. There are five cases, nominative and accusative

(which are of the same form in modern Irish),

genitive, dative and vocative.



§ 37- The system of declension in modern Irish is not

very well agreed upon. The following is found

most practical :

—

The First, Second and Third Declensions are for

words ending in a Consonant in the nominative

case.

I. Except declensions in -in, which are of the

fourth declension, and a few words in -<M|i,

which are of the fifth.

The Fourth and Fifth Declension are for words
ending in a Vowel in the nominative case.

§ 38. Hence a useful rule for finding the declension of a noun from its ter-

mination. A. If the word ends in a vowel, it probably belongs to

the Fourth Declension, for the words of the Fifth Declension are

comparatively few. B. If the word ends in a consonant, preceded

by a, o, u, it probably is of the First Declension (except diminu-

tives in -05 II., abstract nouns in -acu, verbal nouns in -aó III.,

and some words which must be learned by experience). C. If the

final consonant is preceded by e, 1, the word probably belongs to

the Second Declension (except diminutives in -in IV., a few

words in -oir\ III., or words in -óir», denoting an agent, and verbals

in -Á1L -AU1A111 III., and some to be learned by experience).

§ 39. The declensions form the genitive case from the

nominative, as follows :

—

First Declension by attenuation, § 40, C.

Second, by adding e.

Third, by adding a.

Fourth leaves nominative unchanged.
Fifth, by adding a consonant—either c, c ; t>, "ó

;

5, g ; n, nn, or c.

The First Declension.

§ 40. A. All words end in a consonant preceded by a

broad vowel.
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B. All words are masculine,

C. The genitive is formed by attenuation, i.e., by-

prefixing 1 to the final consonant or consonants.

Certain cases are similar, viz., nom. ace, dat sing.,

and gen. plur., and gen. and voc. sing., and nom.
plur.

Á-p, death :

—



I

42. Hence form, a tune

—

N.A. Gen. Dat. Voc.

Sing. -pnn p^znn -pnn yninw

Plur. p«nti pnn jonn&fo -ponn^

In the First Declension the changes are in the gen.

and vcc. sing, and nom. plur. only.

1

43. Words in -ac. Words of more than one syllable

ending in -ac, change the -ac into -415 in the

attenuated cases ; as rriAnAc, a monk.

N.A.
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The Second Declension.

§ 45. The words of this declension are all Feminine
(except 1m, butter).

§ 46. The genitive is formed by adding" -e to the
nominative.

§ 47. Most words end in consonant preceded by slender

vowel, as cfitnc, a harp.

N. A. Gen. Dat. Voc.

Sing. cptnc cjUJiCé? qunc c|\tnc

Plur. cywce c|uiic cpino'M cptnce

1. In gen. plur. the 1 is sometimes omitted, as

í)a fút, of the eyes, from ruit.

§ 48. Some other words have a broad vowel before the
final consonant, and, A., when the -e is added in

genitive, the rule caoI té caoí requires that 1 be
prefixed as follows :

—

N. A. V. Gen. Dat.

Sing. cor coiye cozr

Plur. corvz cor coyaibh

Note, B, that the attenuation is retained in the
dative sing., and that the plur. is formed by
adding -a.

§ 49. In this declension there are also vowel changes,
as in First Declension, § 41, as span, gpéme,
5]iém ; cíop, cí|\e, cin

;
ponn, pnne, pnn ; bneu^,

bpéi^e, bfiéig ; teac, teice, teic; cea]\c, ajtce,

ci|\c-; ctAiin,ctomne, clomn ; conn, ctnnne, cuinn.

I. In S. L. the dative sing, of such words often used for

nominative, hence, inge^n, gen. injine, dat. injin, is

declined, as if injin, gen. inline. So in S. L. nom. coif.
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§ 50. 1. Many words denoting parts of the body are of
this class ; cor*, bor, tÁrii, tn Árn, 5LAC, SftuAg, cluAr,
$ttin, -pÁb.

2. All diminutives in -05 also belong to this class,

as ojvoó^, the thumb, gen. ojroói^e.

§ 51. Words in -ac. There are some feminines in -ac.

Monosyllables are declined like cor* ; cuac, cuAice.

Others convert c into 5 in gen. and dat. sing.
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The Third Declension.

§ 56. All words end in a consonant in nom. sing

§ 57. The genitive formed from the nominative by
adding -a.

§ 58. This declension contains both masc. and fern.

nouns.

§ 59 I. Words ending in consonant preceded by broad
vowel.

Clear, a trick, masc.

N. A. V. Gen. Dat.

Sing. cteo^ cleArvz clear
Plur. clears clear* cie&yaibh

1. Feminines of this class are attenuated in dative sing., as

coLAim, a body ; r^on, the nose :

—

S. colarm (coLAnna) cotna column
coLriA col-Ann coiriAib

2. Hence, in S. L. such words declined like coif, § 48, dat.

for nom.

§ 60. II. Words ending in consonant preceded by
Slender vowel. When -a is added, the rule caol

lé caoI requires a change before final consonant;

as coil, will, %en. co(i)Ia, uoIa. So cpÁi^, a strand.

N.A. V. Gen. Dat'

Sing. qwig q-Aga qiÁrg
_

Plur. quvgtf c]AÁ25 K\\á§aibk

§ 61. III. Vowel Changes. When these occur they are

the converse of those in First and Second Declen-

sions, §§ 41, 42.



1. u to o, as y]\ut, f|\ocA; ^uc, 50ÚA.

2. in to o, as "opium, *0|Aom<\; put, v/oIa

3. 1 to eA, as rml, meAiA.

4. ei to eA, as ueróm, ceATmiA, pernm, peAnmA.

5. 10 to ea, as pop, peAfA.

1. 111 tup has niApA in genitive. There are a good
many words with change (5) as mop, a spit,

dart
;
pmiop, marrow ; cpiop, a girdle ; cion,

fondness
;
pioc, frost; pioc, running ; cioú, a

shower.

§ 62. Contraction sometimes, as An e-SÁmtfzri, Novem-
ber, oróce SAriinA, 1Á ha SArmiA, mi n<\ SArhnA

;

Copmp, Europe, 1lomn Coppa, the Continent (lit.

division) of Europe.

§63. 1. Plural in -Ann a. Some few words form the plural, thus : ceixmi,

a fit, pi. ceA-ómAmiA, AnAm, Ainm, //. AnmAnnA.
2. Plural in -ca, ce. Words in t, n, n (§ 44), form the plur. in S.L.

by adding -ca, gteAnn, pi. gLeAnncA ; l/ionn gen. LeAnnA, pi.

leAnncA. So gÁin, a shout, fern. II., in S. L. has plur. ^ÁncA,
as if III. So, apparently from analogy with fli^e, pi. -jce, § 79,
we have end, a stable, plur. cnóice ; cntro, a horse-shoe, //.

cnúi'óce.

§ 64. Peculiar Class of Words.
1. All abstract nouns in -acc are fern, of this de-

clension, like cteA]\

2. All verbal nouns in -Á1I, -AriiAin, are/<?;^. of this

declension, like cpÁig.

3. All words in -oip, like ppeAÍAOóip, a mower;
pi5e«.voói|i, a weaver ; are of this declension,

masculine, as CAinceoip, a talker.

N. A. V. Gen. Dat.

Sing. caiiiteó\\\ -ceopA -ceoip

Plur. -óipróe -ceoip -ceopib

Note the plural. In S. L. the plural iscAinceoini"óe through-
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4- I" tne same way in S. L. are declined words from the English
like -peirmiéin, a. farmer

; fiuinnéir\, a joiner
;
gen. -euf\A

(-éine), phir. -éiiM-óe.

§ 65. Verbal Nouns—see under the Verbs.

The Fourth Declension.

§ 66. There are two classes of words in this declension,

diminutives in -in and words ending in a vowel.
Some are masculine and others feminine. Words
in -in are of same gender as words from which
they are derived.

§ 67. *0]ieoitin, a wren.

N.A.V. Gen. Dat.

Sing. •ojieoiUn in all cases

Plur. •o]teoiVmi *o]\eoitin -opeoilirnb

Words ending in slender vowel

—

§ 6$. Uif^e, water.

N.A.V. Gen. Dat.

Sing. l11f5e m a^ cases

Plur. U1f51 ulr5e inf^ib

§ 69. The following plural terminations are often met
with : N.A.V.

—

i"óe, e<vó&
;
gen. -e<vo, dat. -i*óib,

-e<vÓ4ib.

Words ending in broad vowel

—

§ 70. 1T1ÁÍA, a bag.

N.A.V. Gen. Dat.

Sing. mAlo* in all cases

Plur. nu\lv\it)e m<\L\ mÁt<\ib



§ 71. All words in -Aine -oi|ie and -in-oe, are of this

declension.

§ 72. Words in -te have pi. in -Ice, as mitce, bailee.

§ y$. Many words ending in -ó, 1, take plur. in -ca, ce,

as 511 0, pi. (jnoA) 511 oca, Li pi. Lice. So cnoi'óe

pi. cnoiTJce, ni^e, pi. pi§ce.

The Fifth Declension.

§ 74. Words of this declension end in a vowel (except

a few in -i|\). Some are mas., others fern.

§ 75. A. These words formerly ended in a consonant, which has dis-

appeared in the nom., and now re-appears in the gen. Hence this

declension forms the genitive by restoring the final consonant of

the root of the noun, n, nn
; 5, c, -o, x>, c. B. In O. I. the nom.

plur. was formed by prefixing 1 to this consonant, as pie, a poet,

pi. plix> ; comurxrA a neighbour, pi. cornupfAin. But except in

a few words this form is obsolete. C. The present plural form is

that of the O. I. accusative plural, which ended in ea or a, as

c<\r\A, gen. cajaaí/, pi. c&.\\\v>ea, now c<yijvo<?
; ^oba, gen. gobA/zw,

pi. goibwe ; ceine, gen. uemeA-o, pi. (cenToe) cemce ; ueAn^A,
gen. ceAiigAT», pi. (ceAn^'OA) ueAnjcA. D. In these last cases,

the t» became c when followed by a vowel, cf. •oíniA'ó, pi. "otmca.

§ j6. Words forming gen. inn, nn.

N.A.V.





§ 8 1. Words with gen. in -c.

UeAriiAip -rii^Ac

Sing. CAUA1j\ -Ú|U\C

Plur. CAÚjlACA CACftAC

X)&^}\ -oaj\ac

nACA1|\ -CjAAC

11au|\ac<x -cuac

Cocató Oactóac

-riipAi^, Tara
-úpaig, a city

C<\C]AAC4lb

•oajiaij;, an oak tree

-CJV&15, a serpent

-C|\ACAlb ....

§82.

583.

Peculiar Class.

Sing. aúai}\

Plur.

Sing.

Plur.

Aic|\e

Alt^eACA

bj\ÁcAi|\

1

ACAjA

ACA}1

b|\ÁCA]\

ACAip, father

A1C|\lb

AicpeAC<xib

b]AÁÚAi|% brother

) * , . J b]\Áicpib

b|\ÁicneACA J
' ' ) b|\Áiú|\eACAib

Thus, mÁcAip, mother ;
r*eAti-ACAi}i, -peAn-rhÁ-

ÚAijie. grandfather, &c; -oeA|\b}\ÁcAip, brother.

S. Siu|\ feAÚA^A

P. Seicij\ •peAÚA^

is somewhat irregular ; so in S.L
oei]\bfeicir\.

Siipplementary.—In words ending in "o, *ó, we often

see a change into n, c, when a vowel is added
;

thus, €OjA<yó I., pi. -]\t& ueme(A*ó) V., pi. -nee ; teA-

bAró 111., gen. and pi., -bcA.

fiaifv, sister

•oeir\bfui]\ has gen. and pi.

IRREGULAR NOUNS.

Most of the so-called Irregular Nouns can be re-

ferred to the previous declensions.
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88.
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I
So.

90.

S. I1A15
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§ 91. Feminine— I. Words in -05 II., r-eArnrvó-g.

2. Words in -acc III.. ÁilneAcu.

3. Some in -ac of II. Declen.

4. Verbals in -Áit, ^AbÁit III., from

5Ab.

5. Verbals in -iiiAin, as leAnAiriAin,

from teAn.

6. Abstract nouns generally, as Á1 jroe,

height.

7. Names of countries, cities and
rivers.

§ 92. Diminutives in -in are of same gender as word
from which they are derived, as fe&ijvin, mas.,

THE ADJECTIVE.

Declension.

93. Adjectives ending in a vowel are unchanged ;
thus,

An ye&}\ b 11 roe, ah p]\ buróe, terp ha r-eAjiAib

buróe.

I. A few words from the gen. fern, (when used as comparative,

§ 101 ), as if they ended in a consonant, thus, pvoa, fuix>e ;

grvÁn-OA, ^rxÁitroe ; as if from \&o, 5^11-0.

94. Adjectives ending in a consonant preceded by a

broad vowel, as ponn. With masculine noun the

adjective is declined like b<vp I., and with femi-

nine like cor* II. In the plural, like cteAr* II

vowel changes as in the declension of nouns.
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Singular.
Mas. Fem.

N.A. An feap ponn An beAn ponn
G. An p]\ pnn nA innÁ pnne
D. *oo'n ye&]\ ponn TDon rrinAoi pnn
V. a pn pnn a beAn ponn

Plural.

N.A. nA p|\, nA mnÁ, ponnA
G. nA bpeAn, nA mb^n, ponn
D. T)o nA -peAjAAib, mnÁib, ponna
V. a f:eA]\A, mnÁ, ponna

95. Adjectives in -ac, -eAc, are declined like mAnAC,

§ 43, with masculine noun, and like cAiVleAc, § 51,

with feminine, as bpA"OAc, roguish.

Sing. Plur.

M. F. M. and F.

N.A. bpA-OAC b|\A-OAC b|\A*OACA

G. bnATJAig b]\A"OAige bi\A*OAc

D. bnATDAC b]lAT)A15 bfUVOACA
V. bj1AT)A1§ b]1A"OAC bjlA-OACA

96. Very rarely the gen. sing, fem. is found ending in

-ce, as nA h-Áice rAitcé (for rALAice), where there

is also contraction, cf. also foiVlre, foi^re uAirle,

gen. fem. sing, of -pltur, evident
;
fogur, near

;

iiAfAb, noble.

97. Adjectives ending a consonant preceded by slender

vowel. Two classes.

98. I. Example, min, fine.

Sing. Plur.

M. F. M. and F.

N.A.V.D. mín min mine
min mine min

Some evident contractions, as Áitne for Áttnnne.
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§ 99- II. Adjectives in -ah'iaiI = -like, -fy, as jreAHAmAit,

man/i^, man/)'. These differ from the ordinary-

type in being sometimes contracted from -AmAibe
to -aitiIa mgeu.fem. sing, and N.A.V.D. plural.

Sing. Plur.

M. F. M. and F.

N.A.V.D. feAjiAmAit -ah'iaiI feAjiAtriAit, AthtA
Gen. feAjAATTKMl -AmAite, AmtA feAjiArriAit

Comparison of Adjectives.

§ ioo. The comparative and superlative forms are iden-

tical. One is known from the other (A) by the
signs (= ni + if, hence, with past and future

tenses) ní bA, ní bup which are used with the com-
parative ; and if (and with past and future) bA,

buf, which are found with the superlative ; or (B)
sometimes by the context alone.

§ i oi. The comparative and superlative are the same as

the gen. fern. sing, of the positive ; thus, acá rmfe
nio-p pnne ionÁ cu-pA, I am morefair than you,

§ 94 ; if uufA An ye&]\ i-p pnne, you are thefairest
man. So bjiA-OAi^e, mine.

Irregular Comparison.

jTA'OA
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io6. Imperative Mood.

Terminations.

Passive

1st Person.

2nd ,
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III. This form is thus an eneiitiC form, and should be used only as

such, and only in 3rd singular. But it has come to be used in

S. L. (1) in all the persons, sing, and//, as ní x>i\x\ann \\&t> for

r\í -ounAi-o (2) as the regular present tense unpreceded by particle,

as, cloi-oeAnn neAnc ceAnc, might conquers right (3) as a fre-

quentative form of the present tense.

D.

112. Form in -e&\ in relative sentences.

I. Like the form in -wnn, this form should be used only in 3rd
singular ; as, au peAn •óvmA'p An -oorvur*, An peAn rhiUle<yp

cuit> a corhunfAii, the man (who) closes the door, (who)
destroys the property (lit. share) of his neighbour ; An "oonur*

"óúnAf A11 feAtt, the door (which) the man closes ; au c-AnbAu
lintLeA'p An bAip-oeAc, the corn (which) the rain destroys.

2. But like the form in -e&x\r\, this form, too, has come to be
used in S. L. with all the persons, as, ax\ x>o\\ny "óútiAf mé,
the door (which) I close, for "carnAim. 3. Note that the next
in the relative clause does not agree in number with the
relative which is nominative to it, as, nA pr\ x>ÚY\as (not
x>\xx\aid) nA -ooippe. 4. This form is also used in the
emphatic verb construction (v. syntax), § , as when, instead of
•oúnATó yé (S. L. minAnn) au -oonuf 50 UA-pA, we say, if
cApA óiínAr fé an x>, 'tis quickly (that) he closes the door

;

and (5) after some conjunctions, mA-p, An UAin, An c«.\n

AihAii, yul.

Imperfect Tense.

Active Passive

113. I. amw -am?ny
-imir -zaoi

2. -re& -xzaoi -ti

-ci throughout
3. -£<cvoh -í?it)ír

it 4. This part of the verb is always preceded by *oo,

except when some other particle is required. In
active voice 'oo aspirates.
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Examples I.—oo óíinAinn, ní 'óúncÁ, hac noúnAÓ re ; am 1111LI1-

irnr, ní trnUlcí nAc noúnATOir.

II.

—

oo tnionmn jmn.
III.—oo -óíbninn. Passive : oo "oúncAoi An oonur ; oo

milXcí ; t>o miomun jjáfcí.

Perfect Tense.

Active Passive

115. I. -e&\ -í?Amá|i -e&v>\\

2. -my -e<\bh&]\ hroughout
3. -<?<V04f1

116. This part is always preceded, when no other par-

ticle is required, by too, which aspirates, § 13, in

the active voice only.

Examples I.
—"oo "óúnAr, -oo otinAir, 00 x>\m ré, 00 riiilleAr, x>o

iiiiUlir ; 00 thuiaiiiau "o'óLAmAn, •oo nnUleAbAn.
II.—oo irnonntn jeAOA-|\,oo T>ibpeAinAj\. Passive: "oo oúnAÓ

ah -ooruir, -oo nntteAO ah c-AnbAn, 00 1i-óIaó, § 31, 6,

An oeoc.

In S. L. Minister, -niAin, bAin, OAin, and passive, -e&%T

e&c ; in Connacht, passive -£Arii.

Future Indicative.

§ 117. This and the conditional mood are the only parts
.

in which verbs of the II. and III. classes differ

from ordinary verbs of the I. class, § 102.

§ 118. Class I.

Active Passive

f -pvo -fain u 1*0

"

( -yeax) -pin 10 -ye&]\

2. -ymy -ymvh -y&y
3. -pzroh -yaw






