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(
This work aims at presenting in a convenient form

all the references to the Celts that are to be found

scattered through the works of the writers of Greece

and Rome. These materials deal with a people whose

homes spread over Europe, from the fresh fields of

L^eland to the torrid plains of Asia Minor, and from

the rich mountains of the Spanish peninsula to the

uninviting depths of the Hercynian Forest. The

earhest reference to this mighty race is found in the

Homeric epic, and the latest reference given in these

volumes is taken from a writer of the fifth century a.d.

The value of this work then must He altogether in the

arrangement of its materials ; for it is evident that

what we learn from the Carthaginian explorer, Himilco,

about the hfe of the tribes who worked the mines

of Britain when Carthage was mistress of the Medi-

terranean and Rome did not exist, cannot be held to

apply to the Celts of Galatia to whom Paul addressed

his exhortations ; nor can the social hfe of the Celts

of Britain depicted by Poseidonius help us to form an

idea of the conditions under which their Celtic contem-

poraries lived in the valleys of the Po and of the

Danube . To safeguard the student from the egregious
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errors which disfigure too many of the works of our

Celtic scholars, considerable pains have been taken to

arrange the materials of these volumes in chronolo-

gical order. Each statement is, as far as it is possible

to do so, traced back to its author. The custom

among the classical writers of quoting without acknow-

ledgement from the works of earlier authors has given

modern scholars much trouble in identifying the

sources of their information, especially when the works

from which they quote are no longer extant. The

account given by Pausanias (second century a.d.) of

the invasion of Greece by the Celts is based on the

work of a writer of the third century B.C., and pro-

bably of Hieronymus of Cardia. It therefore appears

in these volumes under the date of its author, and

not under that of the copyist to whom we owe its

preservation.

The author wishes to acknowledge his indebted-

ness to the commentators who have laboured to

elucidate these problems, to whose works reference

is made as occasion demands. With very few excep-

tions the works that have come down to us from the

writers of Greece and Rome owe their preservation to

their literary style : they are chiefly poKshed com-

pilations based on the commentaries of soldiers who

described their fights in prose less stately no doubt

than Livy's, but which, had fate preserved them for us,

would have been of priceless worth to the historian.

The picturesque and the heroic appeared to these

compilers most worthy of a place in their productions.
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The story of the brave wife of the Celtic leader,

Ortiagon, is first told by Polybius ; Livy presents the

story in his most finished style ; Plutarch too cannot

resist its charm. The myth of Juno's geese saving

the capitol is repeated by a dozen writers. So, too,

with the histories of the various campaigns, the later

writers merely adopted the account given by their

predecessors. When the original account is available

it alone is quoted in these voliimes.

The notes are as brief as it was possible to make
them, and are chiefly concerned with such commentary

as seems necessary for the proper understanding of

the text. The reader is referred to the index at the end

of the third volume, where he will find carefully noted

the \^arious passages in which the tribes and customs

are mentioned in the excerpta. In the same volume will

be found a concise etymological glossary of the Celtic

names and terms occurring in the texts. The Tabula

Rermn Celticarum may also, it is hoped, prove useful.

In the Rerum gallicarum et francicarum scriptores

of D. Bouquet (1738), in the Monumenta Historica

Britannica of Petrie and Hardy (1848), and in the^, of , Edmond Cougny

(1878-1892) attempts have been made to provide

Celtic scholars with useful treasuries of the origines of

Celtic history ; but a comparison of the arrangement

and the contents of these works with the present

volumes will show that the author is under no obhga-

tions to these vriters, whose works—excellent, no

doubt, for their time—are now, owing to7the great
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strides made in classical research and criticism, quite

out of date. To A. Holder's scholarly work, Alt-

Celtischer Sprachschatz, the author wishes to express

his obhgations, especially in the preparation of the

etymological glossary at the end of Volume III. To

this monumentalwork all interested in CelticPhilology

are referred. To the researches of the late Mons.

D*Arbois de Jubainville, and to those of MM. Georges

Dottin, Ernault, Loth, S. Reinach, Alexandre Bertrand,

Karl Mullenhoff, and their fellow workers, the author

acknowledges his deep indebtedness. For his sym-

pathetic encouragement and advice the author owes

much to the late Mr. Alfred Nutt, whose untimely

death deprives Celtic studies of an enthusiastic and

generous friend. To his fellow-countryman, Mr. D. B.

Hurley, who has read the greater part of the transla-

tions and has supphed some, the author is particularly

indebted not only for the many corrections he has

made, but also for his illuminating criticisms of the

arrangement of these materials.

It can hardly be hoped that a work entaihng so

much reading and research would be free from errors

or omissions. If any are detected the author will be

much obhged to those who will kindly call his atten-

tion to them; and, should a second edition be called for,

they and any useful suggestions that may be made

will be gladly availed of and duly acknowledged.

LIAM DOIGHNEAIN.
Cnoc Aoibhinn,

An Coibh,

LllMH LE COBCAIGH,

I N-ElRTNN.
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ERE ET ADDENDA

In several instances ' Galatae ' has been misspelt 'Galati.'

Page 62, note 2. This note must be modified, as M. S. Reinach's

theory is not accepted by archaeologists generally. Cf. M. C. Jullian,

Histoire de la Gaule, and M. Ch. Renel, Les Beligions de la Gavle,

pp. 335-347.

Page 220, note 1. Add cf. Viollier, Tier. Aichcologiquc.'' Jan.-Feb.

1911, pp. 130-134. M. Viollier accepts the theory of M. S. Reinach, but

shows that it was the Celts of the third and second centuries B.C. who
practised this rite, and not, as M. Reinach states, those of the fifth and

following centuries.

^. ,W«<h io.i.cJ^.Ci£t.fti^/5.^/
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HOMER

The Homeric epic (circa B.C. 950-900) contains

no direct mention of the Celts, but in the word€ ( = tin) we have undoubtedly a word of

Celtic origin, which appears in the names of many
tribes of the Gadhehc branch of the Celtic family :

^

e.g. Cassi-gnato-s, Cassi-mara, Bodio-casses, Vidu-

casses, &c. In Strabo and in Diodorus Siculus we

find a distinction, founded on a confused idea of the

geography of North-west Europe, between KaaairepiSe^i

(the Tin Isles) and (Britain), two names

used by early Greek writers to designate Britain,

from whose mines in Cornwall the peoples of the

Mediterranean got their tin. To name a metal

after the people in whose territory it was found was

not unusual among the Greeks and Romans. Thus

copper {) came from Cyprus {';), the

mirrors made of pohshed bronze at Brundisium are

I. ' ,.
{Iliad, xi. 24, 25.)

II. . . . Trept , '.€,
iv

XevKOL, iv .
{mad, xi. 33-35.)

• 8. Reiiiach : Revue archeologique, 3•^ serie, t. xx. p. 262 ; Acadimie

des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Comptes rendus des seances, 4*" serie, t. xx.

(1892), p. 154. D'A. de Jubainville : Ccmrs de litierature Celtique, xii. p. 5.

Holder : AltceUischer Sprachschatz, t. i. col. 824-834 (1893).

J
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called in Pliny, specula hrundisina ; steel is in

Greek because it was obtained from the

Chalybes (), a people in the Caucasian

district. The word came to the Greeks

through the Phoenicians, who enjoyed a monopoly of

the tin trade in the Mediterranean.

The Xlth extract seems to be best explained with

Merry and Riddell,- as a description of an iceberg.

The Phoenician sailors who came to the Cassiterides

for tin must have seen many icebergs, descriptions of

which they would not fail to give to the Greeks who

bought their cargoes. The Xllth extract shows a

knowledge of the short summer nights of the northern

latitudes, and tliis must have been obtained too

from the Phoenicians.^

The evidence seems to justify the view that in

the ninth century B.C. the Gadhehc branch of the

Celtic family was estabhshed in the British Isles and

engaged in the production of tin.

I. (Describing the shield of Agamemnon.) Now ^u^mu ^^H',
^

on it were ten courses (or circles) of black cyanus and ^^^*-^'
'

twelve of gold and twenty of tin.

II. (Describing same.) Around it were ten courses
[

'^'^
'^^^v.^T*-^

of bronze and thereon set twenty white bosses of tin,
|

xi*-5 "- -3

and IQ the midst one of black cyanus.

- Riddell and Merry : Odyssey of Homer, note ad hoc.

•' Idem note on X, 81-86. Cf. Odyssty, xv. 404 ; xii. 3-4 ; also Hesiod,

Theog. 746, and Pytheas, p. 66, excerpt. XII et seq.

b2
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ultffjLii^-^f''^'^'' III• ' eV ttu/dI areipea re

Koi apyupov' eTreira /«^^,^'

^^j^ .
, ..

"• ev ^, ykvro 8e^ ^ ^^,, yevro^.~
, , {Iliad, xviii. 474-477.) „ , ^

^^^ f 5^*1
1^'^• ^'^ ^' eriOeL ^,

, .<^^^ ^''^

)<. ' ' am , rf^^t,//

, ^(^, Kojia^i //^? apyupeijaip. • '-?'-> it.,,*,

/- < ^ , irepX ' €<; eXaaaev *****-,"^'' 8'^ ''

r't^i ^ ) '^V , €^ \,7].
,

i(icX^^ ^^^'"^ ,'

, _ , „
,

(^,. 561-566.)

^. iv '^ '
/39 .

{Iliad, xviii. 573-574.)

«^^j^iid ^. 8 <^ , ^',^^ ^

/ " <,
oo5 *-"'•" ^ 8 ,^, ^

\

y. it>jv«e*^ 88, 8 , , ^^^^-Jj^

j^puw**•*' 7*- 8 _8 .
Wv ^*^ ^>W-r ^ Yll-[ /^ 8, ' ' ' uJtC

V^ " ^ , •? 78, ^''^
f^jji^

''***^ <? 8 \<;, 8 '8,
V 8 , ^.] ^p^/
^^ -' .^c

c•^^*^ ^ -:V^'> fj/ia(?, XX. 269-272.)
^^^-^*

'^. ) ,
S-^ /cat /' ''

^ The lines are undoubtedly spurious, as noted by Aristarchos (quoted

in Aristonikes). The shields were probably of hides on metal and not, as

the interpolator imagines, all of metal. Vide note in Leaf : Iliad, ad Jioc.
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III. (Vulcan is forging a shield for Achilles.) Into

the fire he threw enduring bronze and tin and precious

gold and silver, and next he set a great anvil on an

anvil-seat and took in his hand a sturdy hammer and in

the other he grasped the tongs.

IV. (Describing the wonderful carving and inlay

of same.) Also he set therein a vineyard teeming

plenteously with clusters, wrought fair in gold ; black

were the grapes, but the vines hung throughout on

silver poles. And around it he ran a ditch of cyanus

and round tha,t a fence of tin, and one^ straight

path led to it whereby the vintagers might go when

they should gather the vintage.

V. (Describing same.) Also he wrought therein a

herd of kine with straight horns, and the kine were

fashioned of gold and tin.

VI. Now when he had wrought the shield great

and strong, then wrought he a corslet for him brighter

than a flame of fire, and he wrought him too a

massive helmet to fit his brows, handsomely graven,

and thereon he set a crest of gold, and he wrought

him greaves of phant tin.

VII. (Description of combat between Achilles and

Aeneas.) Yet through two folds he drove it, but three

remained, for the lame god had welded five, two of

bronze and two inside of tin and one of gold ; therein

wasjield the ashen spear.'

VIII. (Description of Agenor's attack on Achilles.)

He said, and hurled his sharp spear with weighty

hand and struck him on the leg beneath the knee. He
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iJ^Si "/"- ^e oi veorevKTov

^P^^JJlfU
t^ / €8€' ' opovaev

tr^^*^
^«tA^*^ ,', ' 8.

^^iJ-ia
^ ~

,
(7/mri. xxi. 590-594.)

1>*^' IX. alel h' ^ -^-^€<;, * •*^**"'
/ ,

Tful<-^j'^
//^ 06 € (******^

[^|_^' (^c4 v^
.
? ov8e

^

^

;u-*.^ii ^ O'^Vj^er' ^ ^/^"^^^-^
'

'**'.
'"r /j/)V ) ^ / 111

^v -• Se . jtf «^ ,

^

"">

1^^"^^' ''^^^
'

' (I/mf?, xxiii. 502-506.) ^. /, , V» «^'-'^
,

ikfJt^L^ ** **^' ' , cpaeivov ^— ^'/»«-•,

' $\^^(^^^' ' ' ^^.
'^^iSi^/'viy^i t^ -•"

"
(I?'«fi, xxi"• 560-568.)

L ijtii/
(Aietj ^****"^

XI. ' 69 ^• ' evatev? ?;?, ,
i^c^f^Lf ^~4 • ^ //' ivl' Se re irepL ^,

*^^, ^, €.^^f^ '

{Odyssey, . 1-4.)

XII. € ' '

^ ] ' ,
ii^ ^*»^ / KJ , *>««*'**-

- , /» <«.*/ CaSI^ , he . -«..^*-- •*<*-

^K ^lS^^ I ( eV^a /c' , '^Cjn-^tV^M^*'^

'vS*3^*i*'i ^^^ ^\^, ''^ '
* yap . ***^^^ /1*^/

{Odyssey^. 80-86.)^^**^

^»<-: p'j^„ £ n^ UA ^{^-'-' ( «- ^. -^

>«.-^^ Ui^
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did not miss his mark, and the greave of new-wrought

tin rang loud, but the brazen spear bounded back

after striking and penetrated not, for the god's gift

drove it back.

IX. And sprays of dust ever smote the charioteer,

and his chariot overlaid with gold and tin ran behind

his fleet-footed steeds, and small trace was there of

the wheel-tires behind in the fine dust, as they sped on.

X. I will give him the breastplate that I took from

Asteropaios, of bronze, whereon a casting of bright

tin was overlaid, and it will be to him of great worth.

XI. Then we came to the isle, Aeolia, where

dwelt Aeolus, son of Hippotas, dear to the immortal

gods, in a floating island, and all about it is a wall of

bronze unbroken, and the chfl runs up sheer from

the sea.

XII. So for the space of six days we sailed night

and day continually, and on the seventh we came

to the steep stronghold of Lamos, Telepylos of the

Laestrygons, where herdsman hails herdsman as he

drives in his flock, and his fellow-herdsman who drives

forth answers the call. There might a sleepless man
have earned a double wage, the one as neat-herd, the

other shepherding white flocks : so near are the out-

goings of the night and of the day.

^Jt>y.L t^^lrk^jd^C^M . Ulafi^^,^ f^
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HECATAEUS OF MILETUS

In the Iliad ^ we find mention of Miletus, "a Greek

city situated near the mouth of the river Maeander.

Its favourable position enabled it to secure a monopoly

of the trade of the Black Sea, while the energy and

enterprise of its citizens made it in the sixth century

B.C. the most important of the Greek cities. By B.C.

700 it had founded more than sixty cities, chiefly on

the Hellespont, including Abydos, Cyzicus, Sinope,

Dioscmias, Panticapaeum and Olbia. It entered

into commercial relations with the Phoenicians and

became distinguished as a seat of Uterature, history,

I. St. B. ^,- ? KeXri/ci/.

(Fragmenta Historicurum Graeconim, \o\. i. p. 2, Frag. 19.)

II. St. B. ,•'' .?.
{Idem, Frag. 21.)

III. St. B. ,^ ',, .
[Idem, Frag. 22.)

1 Jliad, ii. 484-487, and Iliad, ii. 867-868.

2 Narbon, now Narbonne.

^ Nyrax is probably modern Norique, but this is not certain.

* Massalia, now Marseilles.
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philosopliy, and geographical enterprise. Towards

the end of the seventh century B.C. Anaximander

of Miletus designed the first map of the world.

Hecataeus, born at Miletus, circa b.c. 540, con-

tinued the researches of Anaximander and travelled

extensively in Egypt, Asia and Europe. He wrote

an account of his observations, largely used by

Herodotus in his history, and of which 331 fi-agments

have come down to us. It is to these fragments

we owe the first mention of the Celts. The

fragments are collected in the scholarly work of C.

and T. Miiller : Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum,

5 vols., pubhshed by Didot, Paris.

X I. Narbon,^' a market and city of the Celts. )^

/- II. Nyrax,3 a Celtic city.

III. Massahaj-i a city of the Ligurians, near the

Celts, a colony of the Phocaeans.

HIMILCO

Himilco, a Carthaginian explorer, made a voyage

round the west coast of Europe and explored as far as

Britain and Ireland about b.c. 500. An account of

his expedition, giving details of the coast and the
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tribes who dwelt on it, written probably by himself,

was known to the ancients, but is now lost. Erato-

sthenes (circa B.C. 275-195), hbrarian to Ptolemy III,

King of Egypt, translated this account into Greek,

but this work too is lost. Rufus Festus Avienus,

who was proconsul for Africa a.d. 366, and an elegant

writer of Latin, had a copy of the Greek version of

Himilco's work, and amused himself by rendering

it into Latin verse. Of this Latin translation, written

850 years after the events it narrates, we have a

fragment of some 4015 lines. These have been care-

fully pubhshed by Alfred Holder, under the title of

Festi Avieni Carmina.

It should be noted that at the time of Himilco's

expedition the Celts had not conquered Spain.

Polybius ^ and, following him, Strabo ~ blame Erato-

sthenes for stating that the Celts held all Spain except

Cadiz, which belonged to the Carthaginians, and

then omitting the Celts from his Ust of peoples

occupying the west coast of Spain. There is, however,

no contradiction here. Eratosthenes, writing circa

B.C. 240, correctly states that the Celts held dominion

over the greater portion of the Iberian peninsula, but

when copying the accoimt of the voyage of Himilco,

which relates to B.C. 500, he does not find the Celts

among the tribes occupying Iberia. We must conclude

they had not yet conquered the peninsula. We know,

however, from Herodotus •^ that about fifty years after

' Polybius, quoted below, excerpt. LXXX.
- Strabo on Pytheas, p. 80, excerpt. XXXI.
^ Herodotus, quoted below, page 28.
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the expedition of Himilco the Celts had conquered

the Iberian peninsula. The conquest therefore took

place in the fifth century B.C. We shall see they were

subsequently conquered by the Carthaginians. ^

Literature.—An exhaustive hst of the hterature

dealing with this voyage will be found in the edition

of A. Holder, pp. xxxi-lxv, to which should be added

Mr. Elton's Origins of English History, pp. 20 et seq.

^ For the conquest of the Celts of Iberia by the Carthaginians see Index

sub Caj'thaginians.
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tellus Europa columnis

415: Proxuma magnanimos alit aequo caespite

Hiberos.

Hi super Oceani borealis fiigida tangunt

Aequora, et excursu diiiusi latius agri

Arua tenent, duris nimium uicina Britannis
;

Flauaque caesariem Germania porngit

ora<m>,

420• Dumosa Herc?/niae peragrans confinia siluae.

Inde Pyrenaei turgescunt dorsa niualis,

Gallorumque truces populi per inhospita terrae

Vitam agitant : turn caeruleum Padus euomit

antro

Flumen, et extento patulos premit aequore

campos.

425. Hie prius Heridani propter nemorosa iluenta

Fleuerunt liquidae lapsum PL•aet<h>onta

sorores,

Mutataeque manus planxerunt pectora rarois.

(Holder's edition, pp. 100-101, lines 414-427.)

Hie Hispanus ager, tellus ibi diues Hiberum :

480. Tartesusque super sustollitur : indeque Cemsi

Gens agit, in rupis uestigia Pyrenaeae

Protendens populos :

{Idem, p. 103, lines 479-482.)
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By tlie Pillars of Hercules the land of Europe General view

. of Western
nourishes Europe.

415. On its level sward tlie generous Iberian race. ,-~

These people touch the Northern Ocean's frozen 9

waters

And scattered far and wide occupy the cultivated

Land, near,—too near,—to the hardy ioYk of ^

Britain.

Germania with her race of flaxen hair stretches

out her borders

420. Along the woody hmits of the Hercynian Forest.

From these same Pillars the snow-clad

Pyrenees rear

Their swelhng backs, and here the fiery Gaul /
toils through hfe

On a barren soil. Next the Po vomits forth

its sky-blue wave from its cavern,

And with its mighty volume weighs down the

spreading plains,

425. Here in olden times, along the wooded waters

of Heridanus,

The tearful sisters wept the fallen Phaethon,

Andwith their hands, nowchanged to branches,

beat their breasts.

in mHere lies the land of Spain, and, beyond, the spa;

rich Iberian soil

:

^-^• ^^^

480. Yonder Tartessus towers aloft : and then the

Cempses toil, dispersing their people to the

foot of the rocky Pyrenees.
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Pars porro eoa continet Tartesios

255. Et Cilbicenos. Cartare post insula est,

Eamque pridem, influx<a> e<t> est satis

fides,

Tenuere Cempsi.

(Idem, p. 153, lines 254-257.)

195. Cempsi atque Saefes arduos collis habent

Opiiiussae in agro : propter hos pernix higus

Draganumque proles sub niuoso maxime

Septentrione conlocauerant larem.

Poetanion autem est insula ad Saefuni[m] latws,

200. Patulusque portus : inde Cempsis adiacent

Populi Cynetum : <tum> Cyneticum iugum,

Qua sideralis lucis inclinatio est,

Alte iumescens ditis Europae extimum.

In beluosi uergit Oceani [si] salum. ^

205. Ana amwis illic per Cynetas effluit,

Sulcatque glaebam

Genti et C5aietuni hie terminus. Tartes<i>us

Ager his adhaeret, adluitque caespitem

225. Tartesus amnis,

[Idem, pp. 151-152, lines 195-225.)

Propter Atlantei tergum saUs Aethiopum gens

Hesperides habitant ; dorsum tumet hie

Erythia<e>,

' References to the dangei.s from wave-; and monster fish are frequent

in the work of Himilco, and no doubt were intended to deter Greek explorers.

Of. Hieronymus of Cardia, p. 9.3, excerpt. I.
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And further on the easternpartholds the Tartesii

255. And Cilbiceni. The isle of Cartare hes beyond,

And this in former days, ... as is well known.

The Cempses held.

195. The Cempses and the Saefes dwell on the

towering heights

That deck Ophiussa's land : and next to them

the fleet Ligurians,

And the offspring of the Draganes, towards the

snowy north,

HaA^e placed their seats.

By the side ofthe Saefes hes the isle of Poetanion,

200. With its broad harbour : then bordering on the

Cempses

Come the tribes of the Cynetes : and then,

where the starht night

Marks the lofty hmits of fertile Europe,

The Cynetic mountain range extends towards

The shores of the monster-tenanted ocean. ^

205. There flows the river Guadiana through the

Cynetes

Furrowing their land

Here ends the country of the Cynetes. The

Tartesian

Land adjoins, whose sward is watered by the

225. Eiver Tartesus.

Behind the Atlantic main an Aethiopian race, North Coast
of Spain.

to Wit,

The Hesperides, dwell ; and here swells forth

the broad back of Erythia,
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740. Hicque Sacri, sic terga uocat gens ardua, mentis:

Nam portenta iugum tellus traliit : hoc caput

amplae

Proditur Europae : genetrix liaec ora metalli,

Liuentis stagni uenas iiomit : acer Hiberus

Hie freta ueloci percurrit saepe phaselo.

745. Eminus hie ahae gehdi prope flabra aquilonis

Exuperant undas et uasta cacumina tollunt.

Hae numero geminae, pingues sola, caespitis

amplae,

Conditur occidui qua Rhenws gurgitis unda,

Dira Britannorum sustentant agmina terris.

750. Hi[n]c spumosus item ponti liquor exphcat

aestum,

Et breuis e pelago uertex subit : hie ^ chorus

ingens

Feminei coetus pulchri coUt orgia Bacchi

:

Producit noctem Indus sacer : aera pulsant.

Vocibus, et crebris late sola calcibus urgent.

(Idem, pp. 114-115, lines 738-754.)
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740. And here again, that of the Sacred Mountain,

for so the people name its slopes :

The broad land draws out its mountain chain,

which rears its lofty head o'er

Wide-extending Europe : the coast produces

metal

Giving forth veins of white-blue tin. The fleet

. Iberian

Of these parts oft speeds o'er the shallows in

his swift bark.

745. And other coasts some distance ofi braving the west and
,1 ' j> £ J. 1 1 i. North Coasts

north-wmd s frosty blast of France.

Tower o'er the waters with their mighty chfEs.

Twin chifs are they, with their rich soil clothed

in spreading sward, stretching to

Where in the turbid western sea the Khine is

hid, and where

Upon their bosoms dread bands of Britons hve.

700. From here the Ocean's foaming wave spreads out

its tide,

And fills a gulf close by the main. Here a

large chorus ^

Of female bands practise the orgies of seductive

Bacchus :

Their sacred rites lengthen the night, and

make the air vibrate

With their cries, while far and wide they stamp

the earth in rapid dance.

1 This is added by Avienus ; cf. p. 62, note 2.
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85. Hie Gradir i urbs est, dicta Tartessus prius :

Hie sunt eoluwnae pertinacis HerciiKs,

Abila atque Calpe: (<haec> keua dieti

eaespitis,

Libyae propinquast AJbiL•) duro perstrepunt

Sept[r]ent<r>ione, sed loeo certae tenent.

90. Et prominentis hie iugi surgit caput,

(Oestrymnin istud dixit aeuum antiquius)
'

Molesque celsa saxei fastigii

Tota in tepentem maxime uergit notum.

Sub liuius autem prominentis uertice

95. Sinus dehiscit incolis Oestrynmicus

In quo insulae sese exerunt Oestrymnides,

Laxe iacentes, et metallo diuites

Stanni atque plumbi : multa uis hie gentis est,

Superbus animus, efficax solertia,

100. Negoiiandi cura iugis omnibus :

I

No^sque cumbis tm^bidum late fretum,

Et beluosi gurgitem Oceani secant,

Non hi carinas quippe pinu texere,

[F]aeere<ue> noiunt ; non abiete, ut usus

est.

1 Cadiz.

- Holder and other commentators regard this as a gloss. Himilco seems

to mean that in Spam a mountain of considerable elevation runs south.

He probaljly is describing the north-west of the peninsula, and was under
the impression that the British isles were just north of Spain.

J
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85. Here stands the city, Gadir,' once named

Tartessus :

Here too are the Pillars of much enduring

Hercules,

Abila and Calpe, (that to the left of the land

we speak of,

Apd nearest Libya is Abila). Swept by the

cold north blast

Unmoved they stand.

90. Here towers aloft the peak of the higher chain,

(Known as Oestrynmin by an earher race) ^

Whose pile with its rocky top

Bends straight towards the warm south wind.

Beneath its threatening brow

95. Yawns the Oestrynmic Bay before the inhabi-

tants
;

In which the isles, Oestrymnides, raise their The Oestrym-

1 1 nides.
heads.

Scattered they lie, and rich in the metals.

Tin and lead. A vigorous race inhabits them,

Noble-minded and skilful at their trades

;

100. All along the mountain range business is carried

on :

And in their well-known skiffs they widely

plough the turbid sea

And the storm-pit of the monster-tenanted

Ocean.

These folk indeed do not build their keels of pine,

Nor do they know how to fashion them, neither

do they round their
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105. Curuant faselos ; sed^rei ad"miraculum,

Nauigia iunctis semper aptant pellibus,

Corioque uastum saepe percurrmit salum.

Ast hinc duobus in Sacram ^ (sic insulam

Dixere prisci) solibus cursus rati est.

110. Haec inter undas multa[m] caespitem iacet,

Eamque lati gens Hiernorum colit.

Propinqua rursus insula Albionum patet.

Tartesiisque in terminos Oestruninidum

Negodandi mos erat : Carthaginis

115. Etiam coloni[s], et uulgus, inter Herculis

Agitans columnas, haec ad[li]ibant aequora :

Quae Himilco Poenus mensibus uix quattuor,

Vt ipse semet rem probasse retulit

Enauigantem, posse transmitti adserit

:

120. Sic nulla late flabra propellmit ratem,

Sic segnis humor aequoris pigii stupet.

Adi<i>ci<t> e[n]t illud, plurimum inter

gurgites
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. Barks from fir, as is the common practice, but

with wondrous

Skill they make each skiff with skins bound

together,

And often in their hide-bound crafts, skim o'er

the mighty deep.

From here a two days' voyage the

Sacred Island ^ hes, Ireland.

(For by this name the Ancients knew it,)

1 10. Rich in green sward amid the waves it hes,

Peopled thickly by the folk of the Hierni.

Near them hes the broad isle of the Albiones. England.

The Tartesii were accustomed to trade even to

The boundaries of the Oestrymnides. Even

the Carthaginians

115. And the people dwelling round the Pillars of

Hercules

Were accustomed to make visits to these seas.

Four months would scarce suffice to make the

voyage

There and back, as Himilco the Carthaginian

had

Proved by sailing thither himself :

120. So sluggish are the breezes to propel the

bark.

And so dead are the waters of the heavy sea.

Himilco tells us too, that there is much sea-weed

1 The old name for Ireland was Eriu. The copy of Himilco's work by

Eratosthenes would represent the word by Up, which would suggest Sacer.

The title Holy Island so frequently applied to Ireland thus originated in

bad etymology ?
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Extare fucum, et saepe uirgult?" iiici

Retinere pup<p>ini : dicit hie niliilo minus,

125, Non in profundum terga dimitti maris,

Paruoque aquarum uix supertexi solum :

Obire semper hue et hu[n]c ponti feras

Nauigia lenta et languide repentia

Internatare beluas : siquis dehine

130. Ab insuhs Oestrymnieis lembum audeat

Vrgere in undas, axe qua Lyeaonis

Rigescit aethra, eaespitem Ligur[g]um subit

Cassum incolarum : namque Celtarum manu,

Crebrisque dudum praehis uacuata smit

:

135. Liguresque pulsi, ut saepe fors ahquos agit,

Venere in ista, quae per horrentis tenent

Plerumque dumos : creber his scrupus locis,

Rigidaeque rupes, atque montium minae

Caelo mseruntur : et fugax gens haee quidem

140. Diu inter arta cautium duxit diem,

Secreta ab undis ; nam saH metuens erat
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In tlie whirls of that sea, which, hke the osier

withes,

Retards the bark : and yet, he adds, the

Ocean-bed

125. Is here of no great depth, and

Covered with but a scanty flow of water.

The wald denizens of the deep meet one on

every side,

And monstrous fish swim among the slowly

sailing

Barks : he who shall dare

1 30. To urge his bark beyond the Oestryimiic isles into The North

The waves, where 'neath the Great and Little

Bear

The air grows rigid, shall reach the Ligurians'

land,

Tenantless now, and wasted long by bands of ceitsonNorth

Celts
'^'"

And by many a bloody foray :

135. The Ligurians, put to flight, as fate so oft

decrees,

Came to these parts, and "mid the bristling

thickets

Hold their own : on all sides here is barren

rock.

Stern crags, and tlueatening mountains

Towering to the sky ; and here these fugitives

140. Long passed their days in the rocky crevices.

Safe from the waves, for mindful of their former

lot.
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Priscum ob peric[u]lum : post quies et otium,

Securitate roborante audaciam,

Persuasit altis deuehi cubilibus,

1*5. Atque in marinos iam locos descendere.

Post ilia rursum, quae supra fa[c]ti sumus,

Magnus patescit aequoris fus<i> sinus

Ophiusam ad usque : rursum ab huius lit[t]ore

Internum ad aequor, qua mare insinuare se

150. Dixi ante terris, quodque Sardum nuncupant,

Septem dierum tenditur pediti uia.

Ophiussa porro tanta panditur latus,

Quantam iacere Pelopis audis insulam

Graiorum in agro : haec dicta prinio Oestymnis

est,

155. Locos et arua Oestrymnicis habitantibus
;

Post multa serpens efiugauit incolas,

Vacuamque glaebam nominis fecit sui.

(Idem, pp. 147-150, lines 85-157.)

AESCHYLUS ^AND HELLANICUS

Aeschylus, tbe great tragic poet, was born at

Eleusis, near Athens, B.C. 525. He vrote his tragedy,

Prometheus unbound, about B.C. 460. Of this we
have but a few fragments, one of which is quoted

below. He died in B.C. 456. Hellanicus was born
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They feared the sea. But in after-days repose

and leisure,

—When security had bred courage,

—

Induced them from their mountain homes,

145. And led them to the sea-shore once again.

Beyond the places we have just described,

A mighty gulf of wide-expanding sea runs down i^-^y of Biscay.

Even to Ophiussa. The distance from this shore

to the

Land-bound sea, where the waters, as I have set

out

150. Inanother verse, embrace landknown asSardum,

Is a journey, to one on foot, of seven days.

The Ophiussian shore winds on a distance

As far as that we consider the isle of Pelops

In the Grecian land to he from us : this once

was called Oestrymnis,

155. For here the Oestrymnii tilled the soil

;

But after-many years a serpent made the

cultivators flee

And gave its name to the desert tract.

at Mytilene in Lesbos, circa B.C. 480, and is said to

have gone on writing until after B.C. 406. The two

writers reflect the geographical ideas of their age,

when Central Europe was a terra incognita, much
as Central Africa was before the expeditions of
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Livingstone. In this unexplored country they placed

the Rhipean Mountains i in which the Danube takes

AESCHYLUS

I. ", iic ,'.
{Foetanim Scenicormn Graecomm,

Teubner, 1869, p. 115, No. 197.)

HELLANICUS

I. Steph. Byz.' . . . '-, .
II. Cleiu. Alex. Stromm. i. p. 305 C : '' VTrep ' ', , ' /'^

,
— '^.

Theodor. . vol. iv. p. 1024^ edit. Sclnilz :,
ev ,', , ^'(.

{Fragmenta Historicorum Oraecorum,
vol. i. p. 58, No. 96.)

HERODOTUS

Herodotus was born (circa B.C. 490-480) at Hali-

carnassus in Asia Minor. He died circa B.C. 424. The

accuracy of his treatment and his grasp of his subject

' V tde Index under Hhipean.
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its rise. These mountains are the Alps and Black

Forest. The land between these and the western sea

is inhabited by the Hyperboreans (or the Celts-).

AESCHYLUS

He says that the Danube comes down from the

Hyperboreans and the Ehipean Mountains.

HELLANICUS

I. Hyperboreans . . . Hellanicus \\Tites Hyper-

boraeans, with a diphthong.

II. Hellanicus relates that the Hyperboreans hve

beyond the Rhipean mountains, that they teach

justice and do not feed on flesh, but make use of

acorns and other fruit.

Hellanicus in his history has stated that the

H3erboreans hve beyond the Ehipean mountains,

that they practise justice, eat no flesh, but use acorns

and other fruit.

have earned him the title of ' The Father of History.'

He is always careful to discriminate between what he

learned from personal observation, oral information,

and mere conjecture. He began his history about

B.C. 444.

- Vide infra, Poseidonius, introduction.
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The first extract given below was written at Athens

about 444 b.c. In it Herodotus makes the Danube

rise near the city Pyrene. This gross error is not

repeated in the second extract, which was written some

years later at Thurii. Here we are told the Danube

rises in the country of the Celts, who after the Cynetes

are the last people in Western Europe. The Cynetes

dwelt m the extreme south of Portugal,^ and the Celts

consequently in circa B.C. 442 extended over the south

of Europe from the Alps to modern Portugal. We

I. . . . "<; re yap e/c

peei '
/ | » ^^^^ '^^ , 8e},

ft t^lL OLKeovai iv rjj). (. c 33.)

II. ; ^' ''' '-
\€€ / ',",
\, ' 8 (!^) '

*< tJU^ '' ,", ', ,
^*^^-^ € "' ',, , iaSiSot '<? ,^ ^^,

€ , Tipojyov

Vide Himilco, page 17, lines 200 et aeq., and map, page 11.



HEEODOTUS 31

have seen - that circa B.C. 500 the Celts had not

estabhshed themselves in the Spanish peninsula,

hence we must date the Celtic conquest of the Spanish

peninsula between B.C. 500-442.

In the second extract Herodotus rejects the

Hyperboreans as mythical. Reasoning similarly we

should refuse to beheve in the existence of Mount

Atlas, for it is named after a mythical person.^ Here

we must dissent from Herodotus.

I. The river Danube has its rise in the country

of the Celts and the city Pyrene, and so runs that it

divides Europe in the midst. Now the Celts dwell

outside the Pillars of Hercules and border upon the

Cynetes, who dwell furthest west of all those who

have their abode in Europe.

II. From the Agathyrsians the Maris flows and

joins the Danube, and from the summits of Haemos
(the Balkans) flow three other great rivers towards

the north and fall into it, namely, Atlas, Auras,

Tibisis. Through Thrace and the Thracian Crobyzians

flow the rivers Athrys, Noes, and Artanes, running

into the Danube. And from the Paeonians and

Mount Rhodope the river Kios runs into it also,

cutting through Haemos in the midst. From the

Illyrians the river Angros flows northward and,

running out into the Tribalhan plam, into the river

- Vide introduction to Himiico, p. 10.

•^ Cf. Jubainville, Litt. Celt. vol. xii. pp. 25-27. On the Hyperborean
Romances see Paulys, Real-Encydofaedie, and Index sub Hyperboreans.
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Brongos, and the Brongos flows into the Danube ; thus

the Danube receives both these large rivers : and from

the region which is above the Ombri, the river Karpis

and another river, the Alpis, flow also towards the

north and run into it. For the Danube flows in fact

through the whole of Europe, beginning with the land

of the Celts who, after the Cynetes, dwell furthest west

of all the peoples of Europe. Thus flowing through

aU Europe it falls into the sea^ by the side of Scythia.

III. [A band of Lydians leave their territories to

seek more fertile lands and sail] mitil after passing

by many nations they came at last to the land of the

Ombri, 1 and there they founded cities and dwell up to

the present time.

IV. Let what has been said of the Hyperboreans

suffice : for the tale of Abaris,- who is reported to have

been a Hyperborean, I do not vouch for :liow the arrow »^>^ ^ cftvuart,

carried him while fastmg from all food about over all ^^^^^ ^^u ^^l»

the earth. If, however, there are Hyperboreans, it ^ J

follows that there are also Hypernotians ; and I laugh

when I see that, though many before this have drawn

maps of the earth, yet no one has set the matter forth

in an intelhgent way, seehig that they draw Ocean

flowing round the earth, which is circular, exactly as

if drawn with compasses ; and they make Asia of equal

size with Europe. In a few words I shall declare the

size of each division and of what nature it is as regards

outline.

' Vide Glossary sub Ombri. Also cf. Bertrand and Reuiach, Les Celtes

dans les Vallies du et du Danube, pp. 71-76.

- Cf. Pausanias, iii. 13, § 2.
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'^. irepl Be ev rrj]
KU^ ^^ ^X^ f^^^ °^'^ /:9 Xeyetv . . . 18€8 € 6 . « ^**^/

* ANONYMI[VULGO SCYLACIS CARYANDENSIS]

The author of this periplus is not known, but its

date has been fixed with tolerable accuracy at B.C. 356.

The Mediterranean coast between the Pyrenees and

the Rhone was held by the Iberians and Ligurians,

while the Ligurians held the coasts between the

§ 17. (Mera Se, ,
ev )^ .^, '' lepov .

Be 8 .
"^18.^ .2

. *' 7\'' ^'
\ ev () '.

'' .
§ 1 9. .',

^ , •
W, ' . ( ia}r.Ziv.^ j

^A^»*•'' '***^^ ^ § 20. ?^'
r*T//J«,-f b*^ .'
^^ ';.
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V. Concerning the western extremities of Europe

I cannot speak with certainty . . . nor am I ac-

quamted with the existence of any islands called

Cassiterides from which tin is brought to us.

Rhone and Italy. The Celts touched the Mediter-

ranean at the north of the Adriatic.

The text of this Scylax can be fomid in C. Miiller,

Geografhi Graeci Minores, vol. i. pp. 25 et seq. A
more recent edition was pubhshed by B. Fabricius

(Teubner, 1878), which has been followed below.

§ 17. After the Sauniti come the tribe of the

Umbri, in whose country is the city of Ancon. This

tribe vorship Diomedes, whom they consider a bene-

factor and to whom they have a temple. The coast

of the Umbri is a sail of two days and a night.

§ 18. After the Umbrian territory the Tyrrheni are

settled. These extend from the Tjrrrhenian sea to

the Adriatic, and among them is a Greek city called

Spina, and a river. The sail to the city up the river

is about twenty stades. The city is a three days'

journey from Pisa.

*"
§ 19. After the Tyrrhenians are settled a Celtic

people who were left behind in a predatory expedi-

tion after following as far as the head of the Adriatic.

§ 20. After the Celts come the Veneti. In their

country is the river Po, and thence is a sail of one day.
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§ 21. Mero. ' ",". 6 iv) AijvwTov., PLATO, ARISTOTLE, EPHORUS,

THEOPOMPUS

The Celtic conquest of the Spanish peninsula in

the fifth century B.C. brought the Celts into close

contact with the Mediterranean, while their wild

march on Rome made their name ring throughout the

classical world. Xenophon (b.c. 431-355) tells us

that they were engaged by Dionysius of Sicily to

assist his Lacedaemonian alhes in the Peloponnesian

XENOPHON
I." re 8 Treir , 8-, .< Be ", .

{Helleniea,. 1, § 20.)

II. ' ^, ,.
(Helleniea, . 1, § 31.)

PLATO

. ' , ,,, ^,'

,

, •^8 , ", <,. yap, 9, .
(LegpA. i. 637.)

' ThU is the first mention of Celtic mercenaries in ancient history.

^ oJiU^il^ oUeC^tiSi^ ; «^it •^.^^ ah

^'t'•)
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§ 21. Then comes the tribe of the Istri and the river

Danube. This river flows into the Black Sea, turning

towards Egypt.

war of 369-368 B.C. Plato (b.c. 428-348), who had

spent some years at the court of Dionysius, was struck

by their warhke spirit : while their successful march on

Rome in 388 B.C. reached the ears of Aristotle

(B.C. 384-322), who preserves some of the stories

about them current in his day. But the information

possessed by the Greeks was meagre and inexact, as

the extracts from Ephorus (b.c. 400-330) and Theo-

pompus (B.C. 375-306) prove.

XENOPHON
I. When these things had been accompHshed, Celtic mer-

1 • c -r\' • • 1 1
cenaries.

the remforcements from Dionysms sailed to the b.c. 369.

Lacedaemonians, consisting of more than twenty

triremes and conveying Celts and Iberians and about

fifty horsemen,

II. And the rest fleeing away were slain ; many b.c. 368.

by the horsemen and n\any too by the Celts.

PLATO

I. I am not discussing the practice of drinking

or not drinking wine in general, but about downright

drunkenness : are we to follow the custom of the

Scythians, and Persians, and Carthaginians, and Celts,

and Iberians, who are all warlike nations, or to follow

your custom, who, as you say, wholly abstain ?
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ARISTOTLE

I. € avwyKtov ep rf] roLavrij

ojitijjiSlSLf , re '^,
yevcov,

eo €<
\jtji \> ^ T0U9 uJj^^c/^^'-.

{Politica, Bk. ii. 9, § 7.)

II. ". ' eV eOveai irkeoveKTeiv, iv,• iv < €
f clzL.dl^'^ '^' , ev^

€ .

'^j . ^^. ^».^*•
' ^

{Politica, Bk. iv. -2, § 10.)

^ \y^^^^
, , ,

,
< ,[

tt^ »* . III, ' ^7] € '-'-'•'•''

'•'^ ' <^ vyieiav ,

^^t.t'^f \ ^ Sio * ^ ^

^^' '^^..

teiiSL ^, ,
^*^^> . ^ K^i^m*^^^

(Poliiica, Bk. iv. 17, §2.)'^
IV. [ ' 8

iv :^] 6 '" .'

i ^^^' '

iK ^'
11 Aristotle, who had only scanty information on the Celts and that only

second-hand, is the first writer to make this charge against the Celts. He
is followed by other Greek writers (r. Index sub Paiderastia), but the

I
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ARISTOTLE

I. The consequence is that m such a state wealth

is too highly esteemed, especially if the citizens are

under the thumb of their wives, after the manner

of most warhke and mihtary nations, except the Celts

and a few others who openly approve of connexion

with the male.i

II. And in aU nations which are able to gratify

their mihtary ambitions, e.g. the Scythians, Persians,

Thracians, Celts, it is mihtary power which is held in

esteem. Thus in some countries there are actually

special laws to encourage the pursuit of this virtue, as

at Carthage, where it is said that men are allowed

to wear by way of ornament as many rings as the

number of campaigns in which they have served.

III. To inure children to the cold from their earhest

years is also an excellent practice which greatly con-

duces to health and is most effective for hardening

them for mihtary «ervice. Hence it is customary

among many non-G reek peoples to plunge their new-

born children into a coid stream, or, as the Celts do,

to clothe them in a light wrapper only.

IV. In the Pjrrenees—a mountain situated in the

Celtic coimtry, towards the equinoctial simset

(i.e. W. of Greece)—the Danube takes its rise and

flows through the whole of Europe into the Euxine.

Of the other rivers the miijority flow northward from

the Hercynian Forest, which, both in height and

extent, is the greatest mountain m these regions.
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Qj(^^;^fJU-AJL , irepl ,^^ elalv

\e<yo^evoi, Xoyoi.
(Meteorologica, Bk. i. 18, § 18-19.)

V. Kat Trepl < , '8
i»
<<>~'*^ '*'/ ?,, ^' 6 8e 'FoSavo^ €. *

{Meteorologica, Bk. i. 13, § 28.)

VI. €v Tjj Trj Trj^ ovol

t^A , ev he \ jiyvovTai'

^^^^^^ iT ^^ ' ^-^^^^.^
^^jjji/si ,^f^

(^g Animalihus Historia, Bk. viii. 28, § 9.)

/>^ VII.. 6 , iv i^J[fy•^

OeXei yiveaOai 8 Bvapiyov eivai m 4», , ovhe

Trepl• virep ^ -^ yap.
(de Generatione. Bk. ii. 8, § 14.)

^l^C^
'^.) 8 eveKa 8€ v^oeve irpaTTei <?U-^

'^^ avSpeiav' ' virep €
[^' ' ev

•

^jjj^^, ' € el^
^"*^* ^> ,€ eov€ ,

\ KeXov' 6 dappelv v'epXKv Trepl

«J hc?l
. ^^^c^cM (^ ^^*^-^ ',€£^,

ie^.!Wi^ {EtJiica McomacJiea, Bk. iii. 7, § 7.) JtXeUU^

\r\^
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Immediately mider the Bear (i.e. due north) beyond

the extreme Hmit of Scythia are the Rhipean moun-

tains, about the size of which the bulk of the stories

told are mythical.

V. In the Ligurian territory a river not less than

the Rhone sinks under the surface, and rises again

in another place. But the river Rhone is navigable.

VI. In lUyria and Thrace and Epirus the asses are

small, while in Scythia and in the Celtic countries they

arenot found^t aU, for these lands are extremely cold.

i

VII. Moreover the ass is a frigid animal, and

owing to its natural susceptibihty to cold, will not

exist in cold comitries, such as Scythia and the

country bordering on it : nor indeed is he found in the

Celtic lands beyond Iberia, because of the cold chmate

of those parts.

VIII. The brave man endures and performs brave

deeds from the motive of honom- ; but with regard to

excess, the man who is fearless to excess has no special

name, — because, as we have said before, many
quahties are unnamed,—unless we dub him mad or

insensible, if he fears nothing whatever, e.g. if he

recks not earthquakes or waves, as is related of the

Celts ; but excess of confidence in face of objects

of terror is called temerity.

1 The ass is not mentioned in Irish literature before the sixteenth century.

SIM. Bertrand and S. Reinach remark :
' La Souabe, avec ses lacs dont

quelques-uns gelent facilement, est certainement le pays touchant aux
sources du Danube dont parle Herodote et qu'il attribue aux Celtes. Cea

pays sont relativement froids, c'est ce qui explique la reputation que la

Celtique avait du temps d'Aristote.' {Les Celtes dans les Vallees du Po, &c.,

p. 183.)
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IX. ^'; '

• Qx,ew»*®7 ^"""^, 8\<; '
' AevKtov elvai' rv Map/co?, , 6.^

(Plutarchi Gamillus, xxii. 4.)

EPHORUS

I. €] '' <yap

fA-\j^^ ^ ^lvhol'
cf iw

4^.4v
j
iC* l^^^j/ ' ^^Ji^^^

^'****^^ ' ' ^- «
"^. "^

^ ' ^ \, 8) /•'/? .
;. '. yap ['IvSol'}-.• ,

•3£ .

1 Aristotle refers to the Gallic invasion of B.C. 348, when the Gauls,

surprised at the extensive preparations of the Romans, retired without

offering battle : of. Polybius, infra, excerpt. XII. Plutarch is misled by the

fictions of the Roman panegyrists. See introductory remarks to Livy,

vol. ii.

its 4*^ ,*« e«M(• ».>C^
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IX. It is clear that the philosopher Aristotle had

heard correctly that Eome was taken by the Celts :

but he calls its deliverer Lucius, whereas Camillus

was not called Lucius but Marcus.

'

EPHORUS

I. [From the History of Ephorus.] The Indians

inhabit the east and the country towards the

rising sun ; while the Ethiopians dwell towards the

south ; to the west the land is held by the Celts ; and

the north is peopled by the Scythians.- These tracts,

hovever, are not of equal extent, for those of the

Sc5i;hians and Ethiopians are the larger, those of the

Indians and Celts the less and almost equal in size.

For the Indians are between the summer- and winter-

- The following diagram may help to make this obscure geography more

intelligible.

WINTER
SUNSET
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oiaXeLTTOVTa' ?, 8€ '..

%%. >0 ^^ ', hi/ hehaiaTat,',
^ »*^ ', '

' '^^«.jl ^^^

<lfttJ2»Nt.
yLvvet Be ', ev , irepX

jtjv ),
^ ^

Be ?• ^
', ) ) ,

yap,,' , '.
(Cosmas Tojjocjr. Christ, p. 148

;

Frag. Hist. Graec. vol. i. pp. 243, 244, Frag. 38.)

II." ^', '
\\\7]5 -

..J , \y ,
. " • yap,

'poyopa, ',.
(Frag. Hint. Graec. vol. i. p. 245, Frag. 43,

and Strabo, iv. 4, § 6.)

' Homer, Od. A. 23.

- Strabo is incorrect here. He seems to forget that the Celts conquered

the Spanish peninsula between B.C. 500 and b.c. 442, and held most of it up

to the Carthaginian conquest, B.n. 237. VidR Introduction to Herodotus, p. 30.

^ Ilufus Festus Avienus (iv. G89-691, Holder's edition) says

:

Arelatus ilUc ciuitas attollitur,

Theline uocata sub priore aaeculo.

Graio incolente.
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sunrisings, and the Celts hold the country from the

summer- to the wmter-sunsettings, and this is greater

by that difference and mostly opposite to it. The

territory inhabited by the Scythians occupies the

remaining space of the sun's orbit, and is situated

opposite to the Ethiopian folk, and appears to extend

from the winter sunrisings as far as the shortest

sunsettings.

' The Ethiopians, most remote of men, are divided

in twain,

* Some dwell towards the setting, others towards

the rising sun/ ^

In his work on Europe Ephorus relates the old

opinion about Ethiopia ; that of the four quarters of

the heavens and earth, the Indians occupy towards

the east, the Ethiopians towards the south, the Celts

towards the west, and the Scythians towards the

north : he adds that Ethiopia is larger than Scjd^hia,

for it seems, he states, that the Ethiopian nation

extends from the winter sunrisings to the settmgs,

and that Scythia is situated opposite to this.

II. Ephorus extends the boundaries of Keltica

too far,- includhig within it most of what we now . /

name Iberia, as far as the Gades. He states that the y ^ Coo i-

people are great admirers of the Greeks,-^ and relates 'c-^oo

many particulars concerning them not apphcable to

their present state. This is one :—That they are /

very careful to avoid growing fat or big-beUied, and \t

that if any young man exceeds the measure of a certain '

girdle, he is punished.
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III. eu ' 8' '^ 7rpo<;

^^.' ' <, ) !
0^*^

^ f
, €, , eW

» Uiu ^^*lttt>^
<''', _'
vharo<i , "' (Strabo, vii. 2.)

(Frag. Hist. Grace, vol. i. p. 245, Frag. 44.)

THEOPOMPUS

I. Theopompus, ante quern nemo mentionem

habuit, ui'bem (Romam) diimtaxat a Gallis captam

dixit. (Pliny, N. H. iii. 9.)

II. Sed Dionysium gerentem bellum, legati Gal-

lorum, qui ante menses Romam incenderant, societatem

amicitiamque petentes adeunt. (Justin, xx. 5.)

{Frag. Hist. Graec. vol. i. p. 303, Frag. 144.)

III. ' 3e rfi
",,

SetTTVOvaL Be

ets• ,.
//

' "*'^ '' ,
\j^}j^^

, .
^€ iireiSav ^**^

»^*^*'*'^, ael . 2 Be,,
«^(^^^ ^^', E^(^^ -

• ^ Be

AjjJki*^^
^ , - f**^/****^

/iittji^ Tepov. ,, 7apJJeav oenrvov

^ \ .^*^'^*''^ ' Ephorus would seem to have written this after reading the work of

0«^'' *1? Pytlieas (p. 79, excerpt. XXVIII.).
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III. Neither is it true, as has been related, that

the Cimbri take arms against the flood-tides, nor that

the Celts, as an exercise of their intrepidity, suffer their

houses to be washed away by them, and afterwards

rebuild them ; and that a greater number of them

perish by water than by war, as Ephorus relates. ^

THEOPOMPUS

I. Theopompus, who is the first to mention it, b.c. 388.

says merely that the city of Rome was captured by

the Gauls.

II. When Dionysius was waging war, envoys

came from the Gauls, who some months before had

set fire to Rome, with the object of making an alliance

and friendly understanding with him.

III. In the second book of his History of Philip

he says :
' The lUyrians take their meals and drink

sitting down. They also bring their women to their

gatherings, and the company gallantly toasts the

ladies. These lead the men from the feasts :'*^all

are of loose morals. They bind their thighs with

wide girdles ; when they drink they do so at first in

moderation, but when they get warm in their cups

they narrow down the girdle. They have three

hundred thousand dependants answering to the

helot-class. They hold drinking bouts every day

and indulge to excess in eating and drinking. Accord-

ingly, when making war on them, the Celts, remem-

bering their intemperate habits, prepared a very

jvJL feu»- i^eiliti w;tt UaL^ol ZdiG.
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'^"^'^^'
- U ?' , €\€

^^****^
€69 , SicucoTTTeLv ^^•

/ Jlifi^"^ L•
' KoC\ia<i ^ 'yevo6Vo he,

'*'^' ' Se ei<;

<; eppiyjrav, Ufi-^'^' v^^." (Athenaeus^ . . 443.) ^3«|
{Frag. Hist. Graec. vol. i. p. 284, Frag. 41.)

|

IV.;, ^, . 6
ApiXctivios:, ^? ''. (Stephanus Byz.)

{Frag. Hist. Graec. vol. T. p. 316, Frag. 223.)

ANONYMI [VULGO SCYMNI CHII] OEBIS
DESCRIPTIO

The author of this periplus is unknown, but its

date may be fixed at about the time Ephorus

€<; '
. . .,

1G0. ,
TdSeip', ^
]. '

TeKeaavTL ifkovv^',^ ,•.

16.5. €^ -^ irXeiova." (*3<^
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sumptuous banquet in their tents for all the soldiers,

and mixed with the food a herb of intoxicating

properties which strongly purged their bowels. There- qJ2^^ ^

upon some of them were captured by the Celts and :uveo C\-^

slain, while others, unable to endure the worldngs of 'Xc^^^ .

their stomachs, threw themselves into the rivers/

IV. Drilonius, a large city and the boundary of

the Celtic country. Drilonius is a barbarous city (?)

according to Theopompus, in his 43rd book.

wrote, and prior to the pubhcation of the work of

Pytheas. See C. Miiller, Geograyhi Graeci Minores.

Near this is a . . . city,

160. which received a colony of Tyiian traders,

by name Gadeira ; there it is said the largest

whales

are found. After that one comes, after a two-

days' voyage,

to the renowned and very flourishing city

named Tartessus. It produces

165. tin washed down by the streams from the Celtic

country,

and gold and copper in abundance.

Then comes the country known as the Celticlandj
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rrj^ ,
oirep'^€ .

IvAfuxL. UA-t*Ai (^^*^y 170. yap

^lvSol, Be7€ ' ^-^
,/

->

8, .
17./ ' ', ?.

7\7] •
180. '

' , 8
1 k UyJi -"* ^^**^ "^*^ *•^^ '

^ f *.» ^ ,
ihKKaoa

^*^*""**' 185. tow ^ ^'^ ^^L/^^
\^^ \ ) ^ , > .• ,^

Of. Ephorus, p. 44, excerpt. IL
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which extends as far as the sea lying towards

Sardinia,

and these are the greatest people towards the west,

. For almost the whole country included under the

east

is inhabited by the Indians, while to the south

the Ethiopians dwell under the blast of the

south wind :

the Celts occupy the country from the west wind

as far as the

summer sunsetting, while the Scythians hold the

country to the north.

175. The Indians dwell between the summer and

winter smirisings : but the Celts on the other hand

hve betweenthe equinoctial andsummer settings,

as is said.

The fom' people then are equal in the number

and multitude of their inhabitants :

180. the country occupied by the Ethiopians and

by the Scythians

is more extensive, but contains, however, a very

large desert;

hence a great part is burnt up by the heat, and

part isswamp.

The Celts practise the customs of the Greeks,

being on

the most friendly terms with Greece

185. through the exchange of ' guest-friendship '
:

^

they conduct their pubhc assembhes to the

accompaniment of music,

£2
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' 9'^^' eari '

190. et9' ,
^•^^ «jWe ^CW^* ' / ^
•••-*-

***"
"Ei'eTot re /cat^ eVro? etV rot' '"A.hpiav" '

195. /"^ .
^ ^,

*

j^rt) |vc (fee 226. EiVl ' ^ . . .
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^

366.^ ' ....,
/)' " *^^*^ 1^'^'*^ ^^'^
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^;6m»^ — —

PYTHEAS

About the time of the death of Aidstotle (b.c. 322)

Pytheas of Marseilles sailed round the coast of Spain,

along the western seaboard of France, reached and

explored the island of Britain, visited the north of

Scotland, sailed along the coasts of the Baltic, con-

versed with the tribes living there, and cro\¥ned

his darmg voyage by the discovery of Thule. At the

time of this venturesome expedition the Carthaginians

held the secrets of the tin and amber trades, and
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zealously practising it for its softening effects,

Tlie northern so-called Pillar is in their territory

:

it is very high and reaches out into a

190. promontory towards the billowy sea.

The parts in the neighbourhood of the Pillar are

inhabited

by the most remote of the Celts and

the Eneti and the furthest off of the Istri,

who extend inwards as far as the Adriatic.

Hence it is said

195. the Ister has its rise.

226. Beyond the Pelasgi are found the Umbri . . ,

366. Of the Messapii there live . . . \nonnulla desunt]

The Umbri

are said to lead a luxurious life,

their style of hving resembling most closely

that of the Lvdians.

guarded them jealously. ^ The Greek merchants of

Marseilles determined to explore the sources of the

enormous wealth of their trade rivals. The services

of Euthymenes and Pytheas, two distinguished men
of science, were enHsted. Euthymenes was directed

to explore the west coast of Africa, while Pytheas was

entrusted vith the expedition destined to discover

^ Vide infra, p. .57, excerpt. I.
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to the Greeks the north-west of Europe. On his

return from this expedition, Pytheas wrote a detailed

account of his voyage, which is knowm to us only in the

quotations of later ^Titers. The date of its publication

may be fixed approximately from the fact that, while

unknown to Aristotle, it is quoted by his pupil

Dicaearchus and seems to have been used by the writer

of the Endemic Ethics. For centuries it remained,

with the works of Poseidonius, the chief source of

information possessed by the Greeks on the north-

west of Europe. The following arrangement of the

quotations from Pytheas found in the classic writers

gives the probable route of his famous voyage.

It is not clear at what point he set out for Thule,

nor does it much matter for our present purpose.

His voyage to Britain can be reconstructed with

tolerable accuracy, but it is difficult to distinguish

his account of the island and its inhabitants from

that of Poseidonius, which will be found below, and

both descriptions should be compared. The visit

of Pytheas to the Cimbri is of interest as affording

some grounds for believing that the Cimbri spoke a

Celtic tongue. The extracts concerning Thule fully

estabhsh the accuracy of the account given by

Pytheas of his voyage.

The reputation of Pytheas at first stood high

;

but the Greek romancers seized upon the countries he

explored and made them the scenes of absurd wonder-

tales. It subsequently became hard to keep the

genuine work of Pytheas free fiOm the unfavourable
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impressions produced by these stories on serious

minds ; and when we remember tbe crude results of

the calculations of distances—due to the imperfect

methods in vogue at the time of Pytheas—we are

prepared for the unfavourable criticisms of Strabo,

Polybius, and other writers. In an appendix to this

section we indicate where the best known of these

romances may be read, but they are of no historical

value. Eecent writers ha^e re-estabhshed the repu-

tation of the ' philosopher of Marseilles/ and the

following hst includes the best works on his travels :

Aout : Etude siir Pytheas. Paris, 1866.

Arbois de Jubainville (H. d') : Sur les origines de

Vambre, Phaeton, VEridan, les Ligures et les Celtes

{Bulletin de la Soc. not. des Antiq. de France. Paris,

1876), also Les premiers habitants de VEurofe. Paris,

1889-1892.

Arvedson : Pytheae Massiliensis Fragmenta.

Upsala, 1824. A very important contribution.

Belloguet : Ethnogenie gauloise ou memoires

critiques sur Vorigine et la farente des Cimmeriens, des

Cimhres, des Ombres, &c. Paris, 1861-1873.

Berger, Hugo : Die geografhischen Fragmente

des Eratosthenes. Teubner, 1880. Argues in favour

of identification of Thule with Norway.

Bessell, W. : Ueber Pytheas vo7i Massilien.

Gottingen, 1858.

Bougainville : Acad, des Inscrip. xix.

Boudard : Note sur la geographic anciemie de

VEspagne, Revue Archeologique, xiv. Paris, 1858.
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Cluver : Germania antiqua.

Contzen, Leopold : Die Wandenmgen der Kelten.

Leipzig, 186L

Davis, Dr. . : Karthago und seine Uberreste.

Leipzig, 1863.

Desjardins, Ernest : Geographie Jiistorique et ad-

ministrative de la Gaule Romaine. Paris, 1876-1885.

Of high authority.

Diefenbach, Lorenz : Origines Europaeae.—Die

alten Volker Europas mit ihren Sippen und Nachbarn.

Frankfurt am Main, 1861.

Elton : Origins of English History, 2nd ed.

London, 1890.

Foss : 'Die Insel Thule." In Zeitschrift fiir das

Gymnasialwesen, herausgegeben von W. J. C. Miitzell

:

XV. (1861).

Fuhr : De Pythea Massiliensi dissertatio. Darm-

stadii, 1835. Pytlieas aus Massilia. 1842.

Habler, Albin : Die Nord- U7id Westkuste His-

paniens. Leipzig, 1885-1886.

Hawkins : The Tin Trade of the Ancients.

Heeren : Essays on the Commerce of the Ancients.

Humboldt : Cosmos (Sabme), vol. i.

I. €
€ 7€<;

Be' ,
yvoiev ,( 6 et'?^

* . , eTrayaycov ' ia^
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Kenrick : Phoenicia.

Lelewel, Joachim : PytJieas mid die Geographie

seiner Zeit. Berlin, 1831 ; Paris (French translation),

1836. A very valuable contribution.

Mannert : Geographie. Valuable.

Meltzer, Otto : Geschichte der Karthager. BerUn,

1879.

Miiller, Carl : Geographi Graeci Minores. Paris,

1855-1861.

Pontanus et Ramus : On Northern Europe.

Redslobs : Thide. Leipzig, 1855.

Robert: Eratosthenis Catasterismorum reliquice.

Berohni, 1878.

Rubeck : Atlantica, i.

Schuk : Descripcion Geognostica di Galicia.

Smith, George : The Cassiterides. London (Long-

mans), 1863.

Ukert, Fr. Aug. : Geographie der Griecfien und

Romer von den friihesten Zeiten his auf Ptolemaus,

mit Charten. 1843-1846. Very exhaustive.

Werlauff : RavhaudeVs Historie.

Ziegler, Alexander : Die Reise des Pytheas nach

Thule. Dresden, 1861.

1. Formerly the Phoenicians had a monopoly of Dangers of

the trade {from Britain) to Cadiz. They guarded the directed

secret of the passage from all strangers ; and when the tS^^an*'^

Romans followed a certain shipmaster in an attempt
*''^^®'

to discover the market, the jealous shipmaster

deliberately ran his vessel on a shoal, and brought on
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1^ ***- Tov'i Bta,.
(Strabo, iii. c. 6, § 11.)

II.^; Se Trj^ .^ v\eyv ' XeyeaOai

,^, '^ ,
/) t"

'^^'^•< ,^^,.
(Strabo, . C. 2, § 11.)

III.^ ', [] " ,, ^ '.
(Strabo, iv. c. 4, § 1.)



PYTHEAS )9

tliose who were tracking him a similar disaster. He
himself got away on some timber from the ship, and

was indenmified by the state for the cargo he had

lost.

II. Eratosthenes writes also that the neighbourhood Pytbeas takes
*-' five days to

of the rock of Gibraltar was known as Tartessis, and ^aii from

1T-I1• 1-1 IT iT^ Cadiz to Cape
also Jl/rythia, which may be translated as the Fortimate St. Vincent.

Island. Artemidorus denies this and writes it down

as false, like his other statements ; such as, that

Cape St. Vincent is five ^ days' sail from Cadiz, when as

a matter of fact they are only about one hundred and

seventy miles apart : hkewise that the current ceases

at Cape St. Vincent, whereas it flows round the whole

habitable earth :
- and, too, that it is easier to pass

from the northern parts of Iberia into Keltica, than

to proceed by sea ; and many other things which he

asserts on the authority of that charlatan, Pytheas.

III. The Osismii are the people whom Pytheas He reaches

calls Ostimii ;
•' they dwell on a promontory which ten-e.

projects into the ocean to a considerable distance, but

not as far as Pytheas and those who follow him

assert.

1 Vide Miillenhoff, Deutsche Altertumshunde, 2nd edit. i. pp. 368-370.
- The ancients thought that a strong swift river ran round the earth ;

Pytheas correctly notes the strong south-eastward cuixent wMch com-
jnences at the harbour of Cadiz. Vide Mullenhoff, idem, p. 370.

^ In later texts Ossisni and Osismi ; vide Bessell, Pytheas, pp. 87-88.

Miiller and Diibner, edition of Strabo, p. 945, col. 1. Miillenhoff, Deutsche

Altertumskunde, 2nd edit. i. pp. 373-375. Holder, Altceltischer Sprach-

schatz, ii. col. 885-886. On the identification of their territory with Capo
Finisterre, vide La Borderie, Histoire de Bretagne, i. pp. 67, 101-112.

^
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TV. Aeh> en ro €<'
<, ",^,, \\., ,'/ 7)6.

(Strabo, i. c. 4, § 5.)

"^. 'Ey elvai

TreXayiav, AL•<ypo'',
L• Lfri**^*' '

j!^j jttA^ >wj., '. avSpa
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) n*v*viii , ,, '.
(Strabo. W. C. 4, § 6.)
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IV. To these must be added the curvatm-e of ij®
reaches

— —~ the isle of

Europe beyond the Pillars of Hercules (Gibraltar), Ushant.

fronting the Iberians, and running west, not less

than three hundred nautical miles, and the headlands,

including that of the Ostimii, named Cabaion. We
should add also the neighbouring island, the furthest ^ J

of which is known as Uxisama, and (according to

Pytheas) distant three days' sail.

V. They say that there is in the ocean, not far Visits two
.

1 (•
islands.

from the coast, a small island opposite the mouth oi strange rites

the Loire, which is inhabited by Samnite women, these islands.

These practise Bacchic rites, and court the favour of

the gods by ritual sacrifices. On that island no

man must venture ; and when the women desire their

intercourse, they cross the sea, and, after obtaining

it, return again. It is their custom completely to

unroof their temple every year, and to re-roof it

the same day before sunset. Each woman brings

some of the materials, and if any one lets fall her load,

she is rent asunder by the others, and her hmbs

carried round the temple with wild shouts, which are

kept up till their fury exhausts itself. It is said that

on every occasion some one drops her burden, and

is thus sacrificed.

VI. What Artemidorus states concerning the crows

is not easily beheved. He narrates that on the ocean

there is a harbournamed the Port of Two Crows, where

two_^14te::Winged ctows may be seen. Disputants

resort thither, and each party places a plank covered

with crumbs on a lofty eminence. The birds fly to these
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tkdMf^ J^ ' ovv irepi ',€ U• ,
QaJ^ ^ ^'

ir
/3 ']\ aavlSa <^ , r, •*•

Krtl^^
^^""'^ <' ' - '"

*

^ III k»i,\pi^
^*^ ^^ ' ^} ,. Xeyei, 8e

^ ,, otl, ' ev,.
(Strabo, iv. c. 4, § 6.)

VII. [Insulae] iii Celticis aliquot smit, quas, quia

plumbo abundant, uno omnes nomine Cassiteridas

appellant. Sena in Britannico niari, Osisniicis adversa

littoribus, Gallici nuniinis oraculo insignis est : cujus

antistites perpetua viiginitate sanctae, numero novem

esse traduntur : Galli Senas ^ vocant, putantque

ingeniis singularibus praeditas ; niaria ac ventos

concitare carminibus ; seque in quae velint animalia

vertere ; sanare, quae apud alios insanabiKa sunt

;

scire ventura et praedicare.-

(Pomponiuij Melii, JUe tiitu (Jrhis, iii. c. 6.)

' V. 1. Gallicenas, Barrigenci^s, Vaticanas, Gallizenas.

- This, and the other stories about the rites practised on the isles around

Britain, must be rejected as fabulous. Vide Eevue Celiique, ix. p. 279,

X. p. 352. S. Reinach : Guiles, jni/thes el religio7is, t. 1, pp. 195 et seq. It has

been generally remarked that Diodorus Siculus, Hecataeus (Abderus), and
other compilers nearly always make an island the scene of their fables, and
this has suggested the influence of some lost Greek romance nepl \.
Here Mela speaks guardedly, traduntur. M. Salomon Reinach suggests the

description of the isle of Ea (Odyssey X) as the prototype of Sena. There

Circe, with her nymphs, can command the winds, change men to the shape

of beasts, and knows the future, exactly as the virgins on Sena. The

Greek geographers were anxious to identify the isle of Ea, and Claudian
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planks, eat up the crumbs of one and scatter those of

the other. He whose crumbs are scattered Iobo» /<>t^

his suit. But this story is too evidently a fiction.

What he affirms concerning Ceres and Proserpine is

more probable. There is an island, he says, near

Britain in which sacrifices to these goddesses are

performed in the same way as in Samothrace.

VII. There are some islands in the Celtic regions

which are known universally by the name Cassiterides

on account of their richness in lead. There is in the

British sea an island called Sena, opposite to the

shores of the Osismii and famed for its oracle of a

Galhc god. It is said that the oracle has nine priest-

esses who are bound by a vow of perpetual chastity :

that the Gauls call them Senae,i and beheve them to be

gifted with remarkable inteUigence : that they can

raise up the vaves of the sea and the winds with

their songs ; that they can assume the shape of any

animal they choose ; that they can cure complaints

that to others are incurable ; and that they know

and predict the future.

^

writes that the island on which Ulysses met Circe is in the extremity of

Armorica,

Est locus, extremum qua Gallia litus

Oceani perfusus aquis, ubi fertur Ulysses . . .

(In Ruf. i. 123.)

We find that the virgins of Sena conespond to Circe and her nymphs,
and the island of Sena is like Ea (accepting Claudian's geogiaphy) off

Armorica. Further, it is remarkable that no other text mentions priestesses

among the Gauls, while in the descriptions of the Germans (Caesar, Bell.

Gall. vi. 21, and i. 50 ; Tacitus, Hist. iv. 61 ; Germania, 8), who are always

imphcitly, if not expHcitly, contrasted with the Gauls, the priestesses are

always mentioned.
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VIII. TO -^ 8€6<;-, , [] < yij'i

?, '
/wr GKpovv ' , ,

'^ <;
(Diodorus Siculus, v. c. 21.)

IX. to_J^J]ko<;, '•
(Strabo, i. c. 4, § 3.)

. -^^ -
,

,''7 .
'

(Strabo, . c 4, § 1.)

XI. ' . . . - y^J^^/
i^^^tt»**^ / ,' ji^^JjbC

AX.A^'t^ ^ '' '*-*^*•<

* ^<,, , ^ oeJfS»<,< / c^^x*

'

1 CV»^'*' < ' Sia. \

\jo^

.
lCjxX*U~e 'i^**^

(Strabo, iv. c. 5, § 5.)

' Yidt MuUenhoff, Deutsche AUtrlumskunde., 2n(l edit. i. pp. 375-377.
'-' The reading, ' on foot,' was probably a mistake for, ' accessible parts,' as Elton points out (Origins of Eng. Hist.

p. 27 note).
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VIII. The name Cantium is given to the pro- He reaches

, . ,
. 1 • 1 -J • Land's End.

montory nearest the continent, from which it is

distant about ten nautical miles at the shortest

passage ; the other promontory is called Belerion

r> (Land's End) and is distant four days' sail. 1 ^^^^'U'^-'^

>^
IX. But Pytheas tells us the island [of Britam] Then saiia to

is more than two thousand nautical miles jn length,

,^ and that Kent is some days' sail from France.

X. It is this last writer (Pytheas) who asserts that Travels ex-

. ... tensively in

; \ he travelled all over the accessible " parts of Britam, ^ Britain.

' and that the island is over four thousand nautical

miles in circumference.

XI. Nevertheless, as far as astronomy and mathe- His descrip-

tion of South-
matics are concerned, he seems to have used these em Britain.

-7

sciences very well ; holding that people bordering on

^ the Arctic Circle would not enjoy cultivated fruits;

(1 that they would enjoy an abundance of domestic

\ animals, but few others ; that their food would consist

of millet, vegetables, and fruit and the roots of

plants;^and_that of, corn.and honey they make a

drink; that having no bright sun;*^hey thresh their

com, and store it in vast granaries, for, on account of

the rain and want of sun, threshing-floors are of httle

use to them.

^ Pytheas first mentions the name Britain. Vide Rhys, Celtic Britain,

2nd edit. p. 207.

V
i

"^ itvJL 4.^^ th lii-^ «^ l^-•-^ C-vv^ .-<- ^'•*'^
,

^^.
I^3tw <U-k 9h.n Uv. btew. \^o.^M

J it
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XII. Dieriim spatia ultra nostri orbis mensuram

;

nox clara et extrema Britanniae parte brevis, ut finem

atque initium lucis exiguo discrimine internoscas.

Quod se nubes non officiant, aspici per noctem solis

fulgorem, nec occidere et exsurgere sed transire

adfirmant.

(Tacitus, Agricola, c. 12.)

XIII. TO ' et?

TreXayo^, Be".
elvai ^, -

Be BeuTepav

7/09 ,7€\ Be,
elvai <; 7€ epaL'.

(Diodorus Sicuhis, v. c. 21.)

XIV. eiT { 1^<;
< JipeTTavcKi]^ ef epv ifKovv aireyeiv irpo'i,? ' eivai ^?) /^

^^ •^.
(Strabo, i. c. 4, § 2.)

XV. Thile^ ultima in qua aestivo solstitio, sole

de Cancri sidere faciente transitum, nox nulla.

Brumali solstitio, perinde nullus dies. Trigesimus

nunc annus est a quo nimtiaverunt mihi clerici

qui a Kal. Febr. usque Kal. August, in ilia insula

' Iceland is the probable identification of Thule. The works on Pytheas

at the beginning of this chapter may be consulted on this controversy.
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XII. The days are longer tlian in our southern Of Northern

5 . L•- .
Britain.

j^n^t" regions; the nights are hghteome, and, in the

northern parts of Britain, so very short, that the

interval between the last gleam of day and the return-

ing dawn is scarcely perceptible. When no clouds

intervene, they assert that the sun is seen all night

long, neither setting nor rising, but always passing

above the horizon.

XIII. The last headland is named Orcas, and, Pytheas sails

11• • • • 1 -111 north to

according to the historians, juts out into the middle DunnetHead.

of the sea. The shortest side of the island is parallel

to the continent of Europe, and is seven hundred and

fifty nautical miles in length : the second side,

from the strait to the apex of the triangle, measures

fifteen hundred, and the third side two thousand

nautical miles. Thus the whole island is four thou-

sand two hundred and fifty nautical miles in circum-

ference.

XIV. [From the meridian of Meroe] to the parallel Saiis to Thuie

of Thule, which Pytheas says is six days' sail north
^"''''^ '^^^'

from Britain and near the Frozen Sea, is a distance of

about three thousand eight hundred nautical miles. )(

XV. In far distant Thule ^ at the summer solstice Thuie identi-

when the sun enters the Constellation of Cancer there land hi a.d!^'

is no night, and at the winter solstice there is no day. irigh^mink

It is now thirty years since this was related to me ^^°^^•

by some clerics who had hved on that island from the

first of February till the first of August. They also
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manserunt, quod non solum in aestivo solstitio,

sed in diebus circa illud, in vespertina hoia sol

abscondit se quasi trans parvum tumulum, ita ut nihil

tenebrarum in minimo spatio ipso fiat. ... In

medio illius minimi temporis medium noctis fit in

medio orbis terrae ; et idcirco mentientes falluntur qui

circum earn concretum fore mare scripserunt, et qui

a vernali aequinoctio usque ad autumnale continuum

diem sine nocte atque ab autumnali versa vice usque

ad vernale aequinoctium assiduam quidem noctem,

dum illi navigantes in naturali tempore magni frigoris

eam intrabant ac manentes in ipsa dies noctesque

semper praeter solstitii tempus alternatim habebant

:

sed navigatione minus diei ex ilia ad Boream con-

gelatum mare invenerunt.

(Dicuil, de Mensura Orhis, c. 29.)

XVI. Dicitur autem nox eis fieri usque ad unam

horam apud quos arcticus est aestivus tropicus

;

sicut juxta Thylen insulamscribunt per diem et noctem

solem super terram ferri : eos enim qui dicimt semen-

strem diem noctemque aequalem, aut etiam quaedam

borealium partium nunquam illuminari solaribus

radiis, rationibus aliis demittimus.

(Priscianus Lydus, Solut. ad Chosroen. (Bywater), 67.)

XVII. Hepl %ovkriv , ev ) yeyovevai^ ,
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informed me that, not only at the summer solstice,

but also during the days before and after that

season, the sun at evening hides as it were beyond a

small hill, but in such a way that there is no darkness

even over the smallest space. In the middle of this

short space of time it is midnight at the equator

;

and consequently these story-tellers are mistaken who

have written that romid Thule the sea is frozen ; and

so also are they who write that from the spring

equinox to the autuimial there is continuous day,

and on the other hand from the autumnal to the

spring equinox there is again continuous night.

Those who sailed to and stopped at this island in the

season of intense cold found alternate day and night

during their stay, except at the time of the solstice

;

but they found the sea frozen at less than one day's

sail northwards.

XVI. Those who hve on the arctic tropic (= here, His descrip.

arctic circle) have night lasting up to one hour
;

just

as they write that near Thule the sun goes round the

earth without setting day or night. As to those who
tell us that there is a day lasting six months and a

night of the same length, or, that certain northern

lands are never illuminated by the rays of the

sun, well, we will dismiss these writers for other

reasons.

XVII. Concerning the island of Thule, which is

said to have been visited by Pytheas the philosopher of

Marseilles, a story is told to the efiect that the summer
sun is above the earth the whole day and coincides
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virep 7^9 elvaL ', elvaiA, ev ' , ytveTai, <ye'' it , ' iv 6

•/yXiOV €.
(Cleomedes, Gycl. Theor. i. c. 7.)^. <yovv iv ^,-

6 \<;.^' yap irepl

U4».Ciufic*«*W•^/
' 8

l*^.,jAfciL
^)8\ -.

(Geminius, Elem. Astron. v. c. 22.)

XIX.

Sia@ ' '

. . . 6 -
\.

(Ptolemy, Magna Gonstruciio, 2.)

XX. "
&\7] ^,/ ,^ ,.

j(f^^ 8 \',
^' , .

(Tzetzes.)

XXI. Thule Belgamm litori opposita est, Graiis

et nostris celebrata carminibus. In ea, quod ibi

sol longe occasurus exsurgit, breves utique noctes

sunt : sed per hiemem, sicut aliubi, obscurae ; aestate

lucidae, quod per id tempus jam se altius evebens,

1 This crude mistake is due to the notion that the tropic of Cancer was

a physical line traced by the sun's passage over the horizon.

l^
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with the arctic circle, i Further, when the sun is in

Cancer the day lasts for a month, provided all the

portions of Cancer are constantly visible : otherwise

only so far as the sun is in the constantly visible parts.

XVIII. [Pytheas] says, in his treatise on the Ocean,

that the Barbarians used to point out to him where

the sun sleeps.- About these regions they observed

that the night grew shorter, in some places lasting two

hours, in others three hours, so that after sunset the

sun rose again immediately.

XIX. This parallel is 63° from the line of the

equinox and passes through the island Thule, and

this is the first point at which a man's shadow falls

on all sides of him. There the summer tropic is

always visible.

XX. Thus, according to Strabo, Pytheas describes

the island of Thule, and says that no land, no sea, no

air exist there, but the three combined there are like

the marine jelly-fish. Surrounded as it were with a

chain of all three, it is in its nature impassable on foot

or by means of a boat.

XXI. Thule, renowned among the Greeks and in

our own verses, Hes opposite the coast of the Belgi.

In this isle the risen sun tarries long before it sets, and

the nights are accordingly short. As elsewhere, they

are dark in winter and bright in summer, for at this

season the sun rises higher, and although not actually

^ This must mean that the Barbarians had observed the spot where the

sun disappeared behind the horizon during the slaort summer nights. This

would naturally be taken by them, and by Pytheas, to be the resting-place

of the moving sun-god.
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quanquam ipse non cernatur, vicino tamen splendore

proxima illustrat
;
per solstitmm vero nullae, quod

turn jam manifestior non fulgore modo, sed sui

quoque partem maximam ostentat.

(Pomponius Mela, de Situ Orbis, iii. c. 6.)

XXII. Sic fit lit, vario liicis incremento, in Meroe

longissimus dies XII horas aequinoctiales et octo

partes unius horae colligat : Alexandriae vero XIV
lioras : in Italia XV : in Britannia XVII. Ubi

aestate lucidae noctes, liaud dubie repromittmit id

quod cogit ratio credi ; solstitii diebus accendente

Sole propius verticem mundi, angusto lucis ambitu,

subjecta terrae continuos dies habere senis mensibus
;

noctesque e diverso ad bruiham remoto. Quod fieri

in insula Thule Pytheas Massiliensis scripsit, sex

dierum navigatione in septemtrionem a Britannia

distante.

(Plinius Secundus, Hist. Nat. ii. c. 77.)

XXIII. Omnes autem aestus in Oceano majora

integunt spatia inundantque, quam in reliquo mari. . . .

Octogenis cubitis supra Britanniam intumescere

aestus Pytheas Massihensis auctor est.

{Idem, ii. c. 99.)

XXIV. Dispecta est et Thule, quia hactenus

jussum, et hiems appetebat. Sed mare pigrum et

grave remigantibus
;

perhibent ne ventis quidem

proinde attoUi ; credo, quod rariores terrae mon-

tesque, causa ac materia tempestatum, et profunda

moles continui maris tardius impelhtur. Naturam
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visible, yet its close brilliancy illuminates the nearest

parts. At the solstice there are no nights, for at that

period the sun not only shines more distinctly, but

also displays the greater part of its orb,

XXII. It thus happens that through the varying

increase in the duration of the dayhght, the longest

day at Meroe is comprised of twelve equinoctial hours

and eight parts of an hour ; at Alexandria there are

fourteen hours ; in Italy, fifteen ; in Britain, seven-

teen. Where the nights are bright in summer, they

no doubt avow that which reason compels us to beheve,

viz. that as the sun at the solstice ascends nearer to

the pole, going round in a small zone of hght, the parts

of the earth beneath have continuous day for six

months ; and in winter the night is of the same

duration. Pytheas relates that this occurs on the

island of Thule, which is six days' sail northward from

Britain.

XXIII. The flows of the tides hi the Ocean all

cover a greater part of the land than do those of

the other sea (Mediterranean). Pytheas of Marseilles

says that beyond Britain the tides flow in to a distance

of eighty cubits.

XXIV. Thule was seen (by Agricola's fleet), which

up to this had lain concealed in whiter. Here the sea is

said to be sluggish and unyielding to the oar, and never

stirred by the breezes. Perhaps the cause of this is

the rarity in these regions of the heights and mountains

which cause the motions in the air, and also the

difficulty of disturbing so vast a mass of water. We
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Oceani atque aestus neque quaerere liujus operis est,

ac multi rettulere. Unum addiderim, nusquam latius

dominari mare, multum fluminum hue atque illuc

ferre, nee litore tenus accreseere aut resorberi, sed

influere penitus atque ambire, et jugis etiam ac

montibus inseri velut in suo.

(Tacitus, Agricola, c. 10.)

XXV. Multae et aliae circum Britanniam iiisulae

e quibus Thyle ultima, in qua aestivo solstitio, sole de

Cancri sidere faciente transitum, nox paene nulla

:

brumali solstitio dies adeo conductus, ut ortus

junctus sit occasui. A Caledoniae promontorio Tliylen

petentibus bidui navigatione perfecta excipiunt

Hebudes insulae, quinque numero, quarum incolae

nesciunt fruges : piscibus tantum et lacte vivunt.

Rex unus est universis : nam, quotquot sunt, omnes

angusta interluvie dividuntur. Rex nihil suum

habet, omnia universorum : ad aequitatem certis

legibus stringitur : ac ne avaritia divertat a vero,

discit paupertate justitiam utpote cui nihil sit rei

famiUaris : verum ahtur e pubhco. Nulla illi datur

femina propria, sed per vicissitudines, in quamcumque

commotus sit, usurariam sumit. Unde ei nee votum,
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are not concerned here with any inquiry into tlie

Ocean and its tides ; others have employed themselves

on this. I shall add just one observation, that nowhere

else does the sea enjoy such power, for here it at

one moment receives the waters of many rivers, and

at the next forces them back agaia to their sources
;

for it is not on the coast only that the action of the

tides is perceptible : the sea forces itself into the

recesses of the land, forming bays and islands in the

heart of the land, and raging supreme 'mid hills and

mountains as if they were its natural home.

XXV. Of the many islands roimd about Britain Pytiieas
•^ visits islands

Thule is the most remote. Here at the summer north of1-11 • • r
Scotland.

solstice when the sun is passmg out of Cancer there

is scarcely any night ; while at the winter solstice

the days are so shortened that the rising and the

setting of the sun are almost simultaneous. A two

days' sail from the Caledonian promontory in the

direction of Thule brings you to the five islands of

the Hghxides. Their inhabitants are unacquainted ^
with the cultivated fruits of the earth, and live solely

on fish and milk. One king holds sway over them all,

for they are divided by only a narrow strait. All

property being pubhc, the king has nought of his own.

In the administration of justice he is bound by strict

laws. And lest avarice should turn him aside from

truth, he learns justice from poverty, for he has no

private property, but is otherwise provided for from

the pubhc funds. He has no wife of his own, but

whatever woman attracts his fancy becomes for the
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nee spes eoneeditiir liberomm. Secundam a eontinenti

stationem Orcades praebent : sed Oreades ab Hebudi-

bus porro sunt septem dierum totidemque noctium

cursu, numero tres. Vaeant liomine ; non habent

silvas : tantum juneeis herbis inhorrescunt. Cetera

earum nudae arenae. Ab Orcadibus Thylen usque

quinque dierum ac noctium navigatio est. Sed Tliyle

larga et diutina pomona copiosa est. Qui illic

habitant, principio veris inter pecudes pabalis vivunt,

dein lacte. In hiemem compercunt arborum fructus.

Utuntur feminis vulgo ; certum matrimonium nulli.

Ultra Thylen pigrum et concretum mare, Circuitus

Britanniae 4875 milha passuum sunt. In quo spatio

magna et multa flumina: quibus fontibus ' praesul

Minervae [v.l. praeest SuifMinervae] numen, in cujus

aede perpetui ignes numquam canescunt in favillas,

sed ubi ignis tabuit, vertit in globos saxeos.^

(C. Julius Solinus, Polyhistor. c. 22.)

XXVI. Itaque ea, quae fertilissima sunt, Germaniae

loca circum Hercyniam silvam (quani Eratostheni et

quibusdam Graecis fama notam esse video, quam ilH

Orcyniam appellant) Volcae Tectosages occupaverunt,

atque ibi consederunt. Quae gens ad hoc tempus his

sedibus sese continet. . . . Hujus Hercyniae silvae,

quae supra demonstrata est, latitudo novem dierum

1 1 1 seems difficult to avoid concluding that these natives used tiu-f-fuel.

/^
jiH-fc udM^ ^.oJiJbi ^̂ j^amMj U u*^
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time his ; thus neither the desire nor the hope of

children is allowed to him. The second calling-point

from the continent of Britain is the Orkney Islands.

These are a sail of seven days and seven nights

beyond the Hebrides, and are three in number. They

are uninhabited and woodless. They bristle with a

rushlike grass where they are not barren sands. Thule

hes from them a voyage of five days and nights. Here,

however, is an abundant and continuous supply of

fruit. The inhabitants in the early part of spring

five among the cattle on fodder ; in the later part of the

year they hve on milk. For the winter season they

lay in a store of the fruits of the trees. They have

their women in common, and know no estabhshed

marriage customs. Beyond Thule is a sluggish and

frozen sea.

The entire circuit of Britain is four thousand eight

hundred and seventy-five miles. This area contains

many fine rivers. The presiding divinity is Minerva,

in whose temple are perpetual fires that never brighten

into sparks : when the fire is growing dull it turns into

stony brocks. 1

XXVI. Accordingly, the Volcae Tectosages seized Pytheas visits., . 1-1 north-west of

on the most productive districts of (jrermama, which Europe.

are those around the Hercynian forest, and settled

there. This forest was known by report to Erato- The Hercyn-

sthenes and to other Greeks under the name Orcynia. ^*^ ^°^^^^'

The Volcae Tectosages retain their territories to our

time. . . . The breadth of the Hercynian forest

mentioned above is nine days* journey to a
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iter expedito patet : non enim aliter finiri potest,

neque mensuras itinerum noverunt . . . multarum-

que gentium fines propter magnitudinem adtingit

;

neque quisquam est hujiis Germaniae, qui se aut adisse

ad initium ejus silvae dicat, cum dierum iter sexa-

ginta processerit, aut quo ex loco oriatur acceperit.^

(Caesaris, de Bello Oallico, vi. c. 24-25.)

XXVII. Philemon Morimarusam a Cimbris^vocari,

hoc est, mortuum mare, usque ad promontorium

Eubeas ; ultra deinde Cronium.^ Xenophon Lamp-

sacenus, a litore Scytharum tridui navigatione insulam

esse immensae magnitudinis Baltiam, tradit. Eandem

Pytheas Basiliam nominat.*

(Plinius Secundus, His. Nat. iv, c. 27.)

XXVIII. '^ }? VTrep' TreXajia ^ ^^^

\^*- "^ ' \€. ? 6 €€ '^^^^^^^

^^"^ €, Be<€<{. ,

/1»^^.•'^'^ +'/•" (Diodorus Siculus, v. c. 23.)

XXIX. Aioirep ei St ayvotav,

8€, € 8, ^'^ , ,
|/ jU^O"'^ ,

7}
.

(Pseudo Arist. Ethica Eudemia, iii. c. 1, § 2.5.)

1 Vide Cluver's G&rmania Antiqua, iii. c. 47.

- Of. Prof. Rawlinson, Ethnology of the Gimhri, Proc. Anthrop. Inst. vi.

151 (1876) ; Latham, Oermany of Tacitus ; Pallman, Kimbern und

Teutoner; Ridgeway, Cambridge. Philological Society, 20 Feb. 1908, Rev.

Celt. xxix. 215 ; J. Loth, Rev. Celt. xxx. p. 384.

^ Welsh, ' Mor marwth ' = sea of death, and ' Mor croinn ^ = frozen sea.
^

For Greek trad3 wlbliTJourland viie Humboldt, Cosmos {Sabine), il. 128.

Diodorus in next exoerpt. probably confused Abalus and Basilia; see

article by Ihm in Paulys, Real-Encyclopaedie, 2nd edit. iii. col. 42, 43.

/^

tUbu CiX^^'lL•^!
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traveller travelling with all speed. There is no other

way of computing it, as the natives are unacquainted

with the road measures ... so extensive is it that

it touches the frontiers of many nations. There is

no one in these parts of Germania who claims to

have reached its end,—even after a journey of sixty

days,—nor indeed to have heard at what spot it begins. ^

XXVII. Philemon says that the Cimbri " call the Visits the

sea from their own country to Cape Rubeae, Mori-

marusa or the Dead Sea ; beyond that cape they call

it ' Cronium.' ^ Xenophon of LampsacSaus states

that there is an island, Baltia, of vast extent, a distance

of three days' sail from the Scythian shore. Pytheas

calls the island BasiHa.'^

XXVIII. In the Scythian region beyond Gaul is

the sea-girt isle Basilia ; and on this island, and

nowhere else in the world, the amber is washed up

in large quantities in the springtime : the natives

collect it on the island and carry it across to the main-

land opposite.*

XXIX. So neither is the man brave who calmly stories about

faces objects of terror through ignorance, as when

one through madness defies the thunderbolts ; or,

knowing the danger, through spirit and stout-hearted-

ness, as the Celts who take up arms to resist the waves

of the sea ; and in general we may say that the barbaric

bravery consists in stout-heartedness.
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XXX. To epyov evLoi -
\C^ '> ^. TeyevijaOai yap € ?,

?)" ^\8, Tvjxyoa-o- '"^•
rUi-'JI^? ^IvSoi^' re KeXroi?

t/ / ' ' /3-
I5L,
^^ 4->^ ?;? iv MayiKO) ev

^e^«^ 0^5 87].
\h^ '

"^
(Diog. Laer. i. 1.)

XXXI. : , ^^ irepl he Aoyo. (Stepli. Byz.)

(Pseudo Aristotle, Frag. No. 564 (Bekker's edition).)

XXXII. %," 6

6 ' he

ohv ' % ^
hedpo ,

yvaL. h

i ^/~^ )
yap

^^
. jk

"^ ^ ^ odhev Xeyeiv,

L^^*^ ( , ypv
J hia,

J.A^ . . . . ^(^ he^
y*^ he^}rea^ '5:^>**juXa'^

^

(Strabo, . C. 5, § 8.) |^*-^ j

' For the Ciiticism of Polybius on Pytheas videVolyhius, excerpt. LXXX.



PYTHEAS 81

XXX. Some say that pliilosopliy has origmated Pytiicaa and

among the uoii-Greeks, for among the Persians there

were Magi, among the Babylonians and Assyrians

were Chaldees, and Gymnosophists among the Indians.

Among the Celts and Galatians were those called

Druids and Semnothei, as is stated by Aristotle in

his work on magic, and by Sotion in the 23rd chapter

of his ' Continuation.'

XXXI. Germara: A tribe of the Celtic country

who do not see the day, as Aristotle says in his work

on the Wonders of the World ; and that the Lotos-

eaters sleep for six months.

XXXII. It is true that Pytheas of Marseilles affirms strabo'a cnti-

that the farthest country north of the British island is

Thule ; for which place he says the summer tropic and

the arctic circle are one and the same. But he gives

no other particulars, nor does he say vhether Thule

is an island, or whether it is habitable up to the point

where the summer tropic is identical with the arctic

circle. For myself, I fancy the northern boundaries

of the habitable earth are very much south of this.

Recent writers make mention of nothing beyond

Ireland, which is just north of Britain, and where the

inhabitants lead a miserable and primitive existence f//^ ,^-#
on account of the severe cold. In my opinion the ^^5ai22i*iD

Hmits of the habitable earth should be fixed here. . . .

But the truth is that Pytheas, who so frequently

misleads his readers, leads them astray here too.^



^
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J^^jI^ -^^-^^m•'^' he irepl @<; uU ^, iv " € ^ ;7, ^ '^ irXevju^L

€<;, iv yf]v

jr-f^i^ ^4»*|*^»> ,^ <; , (^

/UK.lf ^ •"^ ^<^*^ - j^^y oKwVf, -.

/ (Strabo, . c. 4, § 1.)

XXXIV. Quod fabulae locum potissimum dedit,

ipsa est Thules historia, quam liodie etiam plerique

volunt non esse dictam Islandiam, sed insulam

quandam ex Orcadibus, adhaerentes Ptolemaeo, qui

earn statuit quatuor gradibus citra Circulum Polarem.

Sane vero si nihil terrarum sub eo circulo detec-

tum jam foret, posset Pytheas liaberi mendax,

referens * se eo pervenisse, uhi aestivus Tropicus gereret

vicem Arctici, hoc est maximi circulorum semper

apparentium ' : et quia jam etiam navigando perveni-

tur in Islandiam, ubi Tropicus pro Arctico est

;

quidni habeamus Pytheae fidem et banc Tbulen esse

credamus, quam sic nominatam primus prodidit ?

Quem ceteri certe supponunt, aut fingunt, situm non

habet hujusmodi ; et Cleomedes, melius quam Strabo,

Thulen reliquit ubi Pytheas collocasse memorabatur.
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XXXIII. [PytJieas] describes Tliule and its neigh-

boiu'liood, wliere, according to liis account, there is

neither earth, water, nor air, in a separate state,

but a kind of mixture of all three, resembling a jelly-

fish, in which earth, water, and air and all things are

mixed, thus, as it were, uniting them all together.

One cannot travel over it, nor sail through it. He
affirms he saw this substance with his own eyes, the

other details he gives on hearsay, i

XXXIV. The history of Thule has been specially Gassendi'a

productive of fabulous stories. At the present time Ia-o.^i^qz

many maintain that this is not the island known as
^^^^^'

Iceland, but one of the Orkneys; and in this they

follow Ptolemy, who has placed it four degrees on

this side of the polar circle. No doubt Pytheas

might be considered a har if no land had been

discovered under the circle, for he asserts that ' he

reached this land at the season when the summer

trofic was identical with the arctic circle^ that is, the

greatest circle was constantly visible.' But considermg

that ve can now reach Iceland by ship, where the

tropic takes the place of the arctic circle, why should

we refuse to trust Pytheas, or to believe in the

existence of Thule, which he was the first to mention

by name ? The identification suggested and advanced

by others has not this condition, and Cleomedes, more

accurately than Strabo, has left it where Pytheas is

said to have placed it. To prevent anyone from
1 Probably this substance ia the soft rotten ice of the North Sea.

a2
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Et ne dubitare quis possit cle Pytlieae sagacitate et

solertia, quasi loca citeriora habere potuerit pro eo in

quo dies maximus XXIV foret liorarum, verba sunt

illius apud Geminum, ' Monstrahant nobis barhari ubi

Sol cubaret, &c/ Quae refero, ut innuam quemad-

modum Pytlieas eo paulatim pervenerit ubi nulla

tandem nox foret in aestivo solstitio, ac simul insinuem,

quam grata esse debeat illius memoria qui primus

mortalium tam longe processit. At fabulam sapit

' neque terram ibi porro esse, neque mare, neque aerem,

sed quidfiam ex its concretum, fulmonis marini simile,

&c.' Sed nota potius hominis fidem, siquidem dixit

solum Pytlieas ' se pulmonis formam vidisse, referre

autem cetera quasi auditu solo recepta.' Addit Strabo

dixisse ' solum ibi Tropicum pro Arctico esse,' quod

superest autem non commemorasse, neque an insula sit

Thule, neque utrum habitationes eo usque pertingant,

et alia similia
;
quae, si voluisset imponere, baud du-

bie profecto scripsisset . . . alia quoque sunt quae im-

probat Strabo, ut ' abesse TJiulen a Britannia sex dierum

navigatione ' (quod Plinius quoque ex Pytbea habet),

'Cantium Brita^vniae a Celtica aliquot,' et 'Sacrum

PromontoriumaGadibus quinque' ; sednimirumvidetur

Pytbeas conscripsisse totius suae navigationis diarium,

commemorasseque quantum tcmporis inter superan-

dum locorum intervalla consumpsisset. . . . Quomodo
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doubting the soundness and scientific knowledge of

Pytheas, by imagining that, for the land in which

the longest day measures twenty-four hours, he had in

mind places situated farther south, we quote his

words as found in Geminus, ' The Barbarians showed

us where the sun was wont to set. . . / '^ I mention this

to suggest how Pytheas might step by step have won

the point where there was no night at all ; and also

to suggest how pleasant the recollection must have

been to him who was the first human being to penetrate j^ ftyjf Jt v,»^^ lU

so far. But he Imew that it was a fable to say ' that wtt^j*^ lti4r ^
farther on there was no land, nor sea, nor air, hut some^-^ «--^,
mixture of all three, like to a jelly-fish, &c. ' Still I would^^ (f>A r^ltu^

have you notice the candour of the man, for it is only ^^^"^^^ ICwxA

' the jelly-fish ' he says ' he saw himself, while he states
ft j

that the rest is mere hearsay.' Strabo adds that Pytheas ^^

states merely that ' there alone the tropic is identical

with the arctic circle,' giving no details as to whether

Thule is an island, or as to whether human habitation

extends as far as there, or any other information of

this kind. If he had desired to impose on people, he

would not have failed to furnish all this. Strabo

objects also to the other statements, such as, ' that

Thule is six days' sail from Britain ' (quoted also by

Pliny from Pytheas), ' that Cantium in Britain is a

few days' sail from the Celtic shore,' and ' that Cafe St.

Vincent is a voyage of five days from Cadiz.' Pytheas,

in fact, appears to have kept a complete diary of his

voyage, noting down the time taken by him in covering

the distances between the various points, so that it is

i;#^ 4U4WV C «•* ^U-M ie to ^^^^ ^ XsA k»-•^ / t^ (^



86 HISTORICA CELTICA

proinde non Pytlieas cliario, sed Hipparchus ducta a

se consecutione, deceptus est, cum Pytheae fidem

dicitur seciitus, asserendo maximum diem in austra-

liore Britannia esse XVIII horarum, ac simili modo
Eratosthenes in assignandis Britannicis affinibus.

Vocat praeterea ille figmenta, quae Pytheas rettulit

de Ostidmnniis, Calhio, Uxisama, aliisque locis : et,

quasi nunquam possit ipsi non esse ob Thulen infensus,

hominem appellat mendacissimum, quod qui viderint

Hibernian! non ejusmodi insulae sed aliarum solum

parvarum circa Britanniam meminerint. ... At

quonam modo id excusetur, quod ait Pytlieas ' se

peragrasse quidquid est Europae regionum ad Oceanum

ex Gadihus ifsis ad Tanain^ usque "^. Sane, quod po-

tuerit Hispaniae Galliae oc Germaniae oras perlustrare

ac fortassis quoque Dania superata penetrare longe ad

Balticum Sinum, qui fuit olim Sarmaticus Hyper-

boreusque creditus Oceanus, creditus complecti

Scandiae Insulas, quas nunc esse Noruegiae Sueciaeque

continentes constat, nemo inficias ierit. Quod exis-

timaverit autem se ' ad Tanain usque ' pervenisse,

Deum immortalem ! quam id videtur pro caligine

eorum temporum esse excusatione dignum.

(Gassendi, Profortio Gnomonis fist. 2.)

' Lelewcl in his Pytheas und die Geographie seiner Zeii thinks that Pytheas

mistook the Elbe for the Tanais or Don.
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not Pytheas wko is at fault in his diary, but Hippar-

clius, who, wliile professing to quote Pytlieas, draws his

own conclusions, and asserts that the longest day in

North Britain contains eighteen hours. In the same

way Eratosthenes is at fault in enumerating the

neighbours of Britain. Moreover, he argues that the

statements of Pytheas concerning the Ostidamnii,

Calbium, and Uxisama (Ushant), and other places,

are fictitious ; and, being unable to overcome his

dishke to Pytheas on account of Thule, he calls the

man an outrageous liar ; and all because the men

who had seen Ireland did not relate their impressions

of an island of that kmd, but only of the other and

smaller islands around Britain. But how can we excuse

Pytheas when he claims ' to have traversed all Europe

to the Ocean, and from Cadiz to the Tanais ' Of

course, no one would deny that he might have coasted

along Spain, Gaul and Germany, and, perhaps passing

by Denmark, have penetrated far into the Baltic sea,

which was anciently beheved to be the Sarmatician

and Hyperborean ocean, and thought also to surround

the Scandinavian islands, which are now known to

be the continents of Norway and Sweden. But as

to his believing that he reached ' as far as the Do?^,' well,

considering the ignorance of the time, how just it

is to overlook even this !
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APPENDIX

GREEK ROMANCES ABOUT NORTHERN EUROPE

Apollonius Rodius, born circa B.C. 260 ; was a pupil of

Callimachus ; succeeded Eratosthenes, librarian to Ptolemy

Epiplianes, in b.c. 196. Wrote an epic in tlie style of Homer,

known as tlie Argonautica. He lias much to say about the island

from which the amber came, about the Hyperboreans, and about

the mythical river Eridanos. Beyond emphasising the isolation

from the classical world of the races who have left behind them

the megalithic monuments, the work is of no historical value,

and its geographical notions are grotesque. An edition of the

Argonautica was published in 1905 by Teubner.

Euhemerus, floruit circa b.c. 300. Only fragments remain,

-

but the work was popular among Roman writers. He attempted

to rationalise the mythology of Greece, and to construct from

PTOLEMY, SON OF LAGUS

A lieutenant of Alexander the Great. Wrote a

History of Alexander's exjieditions, which is known

to us only in fragments. Died B.C. 283.

I. he€< Aayov, -
iiv_l/,, «J>t^ Teiav^ ^ Whpiav,

<; , Se, €,, epeiv <; ' '
ovSev €1 6 , ye^ .

(Strabo, . 3, § 8.)
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it the early history of mankind. Diodorus Siculus uses his

work largely.

Eustathius of Constantinople, archbishop of Thessalonica

(a.d. 1160), wrote a full and learned commentary of the Homeric

poems ; vide Iliad, iii. 6.

Hecataeus of Abdera wrote a novel, ' '^
{vide Hecataeus, vol. ii.).

Photius summarises a novel by Antonius Diogenes, named
' Wonders beyond Thulc,' in his Myriol. 355 ; see also Porphyrins,

Life of Pythagoras, c. 13.

Plato : in Timaeus, § 6 ; and in Critias, § 3, § 8 ei seq.

(Bekker edit.).

Plutarch uses these romances largely in his Moralia ; de facie

in Orhe Lunae.

Procopius : in his de Bell. Goth, iv, c. 22.

Scholia in Virgil's Georgics.

Lucian in his Vera Hisloria burlesques these ancient

historians, and is worth reading. See also

Elton : Origins of English History, chap. iii.

I. Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, relates tliat in this Celts on

campaign the Celts who dwelt on the Adriatic came (b.c. 335).

to Alexander for the pm*pose of making a treaty

of goodwill and ' guest-friendship/ and that the king

received them in a friendly manner, and asked them

while drinking, what might be the chief object of %
their dread, expecting that they would say that he

himself was ; but that they replied that it was no man,

but they felt some alarm lest the sky might perhaps

fall on them, but that they valued above everything

the friendship of so great a man as he.
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II.^ ? ^

PsXe^avhpov re',\\ •;• Be

€ / '
eJa eVt ''^ '.

7€<; '^^? • ?̂
'^, 88 7)'' ' yap^ -

, ^ ,88 .
. ,^''» '

. . . , ^ .
t^^S^^*^*^

'

(Arrian, Anahasis, i. 4, § C.)

III.

}
^, •̂ \^

<^, ,
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II. Envoys then came to Alexander from all the Celts on

.
1 1 1 I^3,nube and

autonomous tribes bordering on the Danube, and Ionian Gulf
(bo 335)

from Syrmos, king of the TribaUi : some came also

from the Celts dwelling on the Ionian Gulf. These

Celts are large of stature and have no small opinion ..

of themselves. One and all declared that they came

desiring the friendship of Alexander. Alexander
\

and the Celts thereupon made mutual agreements.

He asked them what was it that they stood most in

fear of in human affairs, hoping that his own mighty

name had reached the Celts and gone even beyond

them, and that they would therefore say that they

feared him above all else. But the Celts made an

unexpected reply, for, settled far away from Alexander

in lands difficult of access, and perceiving that

Alexander's expedition was destined for other parts,

they declared that their only fear was that the sky

should fall on them. Having addressed them as

friends and made them allies, he dismissed them, and

afterwards expressed his opinion that they were

braggarts.

III. When Alexander entered Babylon embassies b.c. 323.

met him from the Libyans, extolhng him and crowning

him w4th garlands on account of his success in winning

the empire of Asia ; and from Italy, the Brettii, the

Leucani and the Turreni sent an embassy for a similar

purpose. It is also stated that the Carthaginians

sent an embassy at the same time, and that envoys

came from the Ethiopians, the European Scythians,

the Celts, and the Iberians, sohciting his fiiendship.
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r^ virep< •}' re ^^€ ' re

(Arriau, Anabasis, vii. 15, § 4.)

HIERONYMUS OF CARDIA

To Hieronymus of Cardia is almost certainly to

be attributed tlie Imowledge we possess of the Galatian

incursion into Greece (see J. G. Droysen, GescJiichte

des Hellenismus, ii. 2, p. 342, note 4, and Miiller,

Fragmenta Historicorum Fragmenta, vol. ii. pp. 450

ct seq.). He was born between B.C. 370 and 360, and

lived for more than a hundred years. From his

work, which is sometimes described as a continuation

I. 01 ^ ^,

1 eVt]^ TajTripaja • ^
ciJ tias

^^ ( ovSev€ iv f•^"] ) XoiTrfj•^ /'}»? pet

^ f-
(ic*J*^ ,

'HpiSavo^f "
**^•**^ •^ •^ oj^ ycJ^•^

Si TTore '. <yap

€ .^
{ Pausanias, i. 3, § 5.)

1 This can hardly refer to the Celts. Cf. Xenoxjhon, p. 3G, excerpt.

I. II.

- This is copied from Himilco, vide p. IG, hue 204, and p. 24, lines"

127-129.

^ The Greek novelists told how Phaethon fell from his sun-chariot into

the Eridanus and how his sisters wept for liim, till the gods in pity turned

them into black mourning poplars. But this sad tree still wept tears of -

amber ; vide Himilco, p. 14, 425 et seq. ; Appendix to Pytheas, p. 88.

7 /
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The names and accoutrements of tliese are said to

have been seen then for the fii-st time by the Greeks

and Macedonians. 1

of the History of Ptolemy Tragus, Diodorus Siculus

and Paiisanias drew their accounts of the invasion of

Delphi by the Gauls, and these writers agree except

in minor points. The accounts by Pausanias and

Justin are the fullest, and are quoted below, with

notes where they differ from the account given by

Diodorus. An excellent commentary on Pausanias by

Mr. Frazer is published by Macmillan & Co., London.

Justin-Trogus may have had Timagenes before him

when writing of the Galati, but Timagenes drew from

Hieronymus, or from a contemporary of Hieronymus.

I. These Galati inhabit the remotest parts of

Europe on the shore of a great sea, which is not

. navigable in their neighbourhood : it flows and ebbs,

and contains beasts quite unhke those in the rest

of the sea.=^ Through their territory flows the river

Eridanus, on whose banks people fancy that the

daughters of the Sun bewail the fate of their brother

Phaethon.3 The name Galati is of late origin, for >/

originally they were called Celts, both by themselves

and by all other peoples.*

'• A significant remark. The Celts who dwelt on the Po and Danube,
and spread across Western Europe to the tin mines of Cornwall, were far ,1
removed in civilisation from the armed bands of Galati who burst from '

,
the east of the Rhine into Italy, &c., in the fourth century b.c. Cf.

X^ Bertrand et Reinach, Lcs Celtes dans les ValUes du PS, &c., pp. 131, 160.
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i
l•^^^^.^ ij^{^ I II• %^'^^ arpaTiaTpinTejaLTrjV^^
Kt» P•"*^^ '^^^ '^^ '^^^ ., ,@€ €

€78€ € i^^ep eyivovTO,

Up4tfC^ •^) e? 7)^ ,
gfjiitK

,*^**^ € ^ /,€9
L 8 ^
' u^tL^JU^ , 8 ,
^*"^"^ , . (2)

^r /l^o^ l^j^ ' 8 ' . cju

"^ ^ '***'*<1<- ' '^^^.8
^ ^cxio.'''

' ^*-**^^^ '^"'^'^ /*"%**?» 8 (',^. 8, \f

jL•^^ ^^^ , , - ^ ^xrh-i^

8 ' ?;9 ^
'

6, -^ " J\^
^. (3)" 8'^^" ',, ' 8

^ AtJifu (>^*»^^'c ^
^ ^v^

, • 8e,

/^^tr^,^ 8, 8
-^ . fyap

1 Cf. infra, eicerpt, XIII.-XVI.
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11. An army of them mustered and advanced

towards the Ionian Sea : they dispossessed the

Illyrian people and even the Macedonians, as well

as all the intervening tribes, and overran Thessaly.^

When they had reached the vicinity of Thermopylae

most of the Greeks remained impassive ; for they had

been badly used previously by Alexander and Philip,

and subsequently Antipater and Cessander had all

but ruined Greece, so that no one considered it a

personal disgrace to refrain from taking part in the

national defence. (2) But the Athenians, although of

all the Greeks they were the most exhausted by the

long Macedonian war and had suffered very heavily

in the battles, nevertheless resolved to advance to They pass

Thermopylae under the command of the said mopyiae.^^'^

CalHppus, with such of the Greeks as volunteered.

Having seized the narrowest part of the pass they

essayed to check the Barbarians' entry into Greece.

But the Celts hit upon the defile by which Ephialtes

the Trachinian formerly guided the Medes ; and

after overpowering the Phocians who were posted on

it, they crossed Mount Etna miobserved by the ^«,
Greeks. (3) Then it was that the Athenians won

the esteem of all Greece, for surrounded on both

sides they kept the Barbarians at bay. But their

comrades on the ships had the hardest task ; for at

Thermopylae the Lamian Gulf is a swamp, the cause

of which, it seems to me, is the warm wat^r that here

flows into the sea. This entailed much labour on

them ; for when they had taken their fellow-Greeks on
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^ ^' re. , 8'<; €' (4)

€ eVT09, ekeiv iv ovBevl-^ Siapir-

'^. re-^ ? Trepl' Se 8<; yap-
< u^aW***' • '' 67] , oe e?

v.ji'***^; € }€, re e?^ , ^i^j^r^

re ''^,' /-
, ^^

',. (5)^
.', ,.^" , "^<, ? 6 .

, , , . •'^

C\ir^ « ,.
• Cf. the similar stories in Prescott, Conquest of Mexico, Bk. ii. chap. iv.

;

Bk. V. chaps, ii. iv.

- Vide infra, excerpt. XIX.
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board, they were obliged to make headway through the

mud in ships laden down with armour and men. Thus

they endeavoured to save the Greeks in the way I

have described. (4) But the Galati were inside of

Pylae ; and, not bothering about taking the other

towns, they were bent on plundering Delphi and They march

the treasures of the god. The Delphians, and those
°"' ^^"'

of the Phocians who inhabit the cities in the neigh-

bourhood of Parnassus, drew up in battle array against

the Galati ; there also came a force of Aetolians, for in

those days the AetoHans were renowned for youthful

vigour. But when they joined in battle, thunderbolts

and rocks, breaking away from Parnassus, rolled

doAvn upon the Galati ; and dreadful phantoms of

men in arms arose against the Barbarians. They

say that two of these ghostly warriors, Hyperochus

and Aniedocus, came from the Hyperboreans, and

that the third was Pyrrhus the son of Achilles. ^ For

this assistance the Delphians offer sacrifice to Pyrrhus,

though formerly they held his very tomb in dishonour

as that of a foe. (5) Most of the Galati crossed to Asia They cross

Minor in ships and plundered its sea-coast. Some (b.c. 278).

time afterwards the people of Pergamus,—once

named Teuthrania,—cleared the Galati off the sea,

and drove them into the country now called Galatia.^

They captured the Phrygian city Aucyra,—founded,

in times gone by, by Midas, son of Gordius,—and

took possession of the land beyond the Sangarius. The .

anchor, found by Midas, still existsjihere. They say / \

that Midas mixed wine with the water of the fountain
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1 Vide Polybius, excerpt. LXIV. The Gauls defeated by Attalus would

be the Tolistobogii who dwelt on the Kaikos ; cf. Hicks, Greek Historical

Inscription, No. 180.

['Airhrrii eVl toD]'
[wphs TO^vs .

' To commemorate the battle against the Galati fought at the river Kaikos.'

' Cf. infra, excerpt. XX.
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to catcli Silenus. This of Ancyra, tlien, was

captured by the Galati, as was Pessinus under Mount

Agdistis, where Attis is said to be buried. (6) The

Pergamenians possess spoils won from the Galati, and

a picture representing the battle with them.^

III. Ptolemy would have hastened in pursuit, but

was unable owing to the following incident. When
making his preparations to resist the attack of Magus,

he engaged, among other mercenaries, four thousand

Galati ; but he discovered that they were plotting

to seize Egypt, and conducted them to a barren isle

on the river, where they perished by one another's

/ swords .)and through hunger.

IV. When he (Pyrrhus) had rested his army after b.c. 274-272.

their discomfiture in Italy, he declared war against

Antigonus, because he had failed to support him in

Italy, and for other offences. He routed the forces

of Antigonus and his Gallic mercenaries, and drove

them into the cities on the sea-coast, while he made
himself master of Upper Macedonia and Thessaly.-

The importance of the battle and the decisive nature

of the victory of Pyrrhus are best shown bv the Celtic

arms dedicated in the temple of Athena of Itonia;

between Pherae and Larisa, and bearing the following

inscription :

* Pyrrhus the Molossian Idng dedicated these shields

.
as a gift to Athena of Itonia :

From the intrepid Gauls he won them on the day on

which he overthrew the whole

Force of Antigonus. And no w^onder, for the

Aeacids are warriors now as of old.'

2
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V. Seleucus liad with liim an army composed of

Greeks and Barbarians. Wlien he had advanced to

J^^simachia he was assassinated by Ptolemy, brother ? * /
of Lysandra, This Ptolemy had fled to liim from

J[A^machus, and from his reckless character was

named Thmiderbolt. The assassin gave up the <^ . . /^

treasm:es to the guardsJo plunder, and ruled Mace-

donia until, venturing to give battle to the Galati— b.c. 281.

and he was the first king we know of who did

so—he perished at the hands of the Barbarians. ^

Antigonus the son of Demetrius then regained the

throne.

VI. Thereupon Attis himself and several of the The boar

, . istaDOQ.

Lydians were slain by the boar, m consequence '

of which the Galati who dwell in Pessinus will not

eat swine.

^

VII. In my description of the Comicil Chamber Fuller account
"

1 • • en °^ expedition

at Athens I gave an account oi the mvasion oi breece against Dei-

by the Galati; but I thought it best to reserve the
^'"'

more detailed account for my description of Delphi,

because this was the scene of the fiercest struggle

between the Greeks and the Barbarians. The first

expedition of the Celts from their country was under

the leadership of Cambaules. On that occasion they

penetrated as far as Thrace, but did not venture any

further, as they reahsed that their numbers were too

scanty to cope with the Greeks. But when a second

expedition was resolved upon—chiefly at the instiga-

tion of those who had accompanied Cambaules, and
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in wliom tlie gains of tliat looting had awakened a love

of plunder and booty—a large force of infantry and of

cavalry assembled. The leaders consequently made

three divisions of the army, and each set out for a differ-

ent comitry. Cerethrius was to advance against the

Thracians and the Triballi ; Brennus and Acichorius

commanded the army marked out to attack Paeonia

;

while Bolgius was to march against the Macedonians

and Illyrians. The latter fought an engagement with

Ptolemy, then king of Macedonia. This was the man
who, while a refugee at the court of Seleucus, son of

Antiochus, assassinated his protector, and whose b.c. 282.

violence earned him the nickname of Thunderbolt.

Ptolemy and a large number of the Macedonian army b.o. 281.

fell in this battle ; still the Celts did not dare to

venture further into Greece, and so the second

expedition returned home again.

Hereupon Brennus, at public assemblies and in

private interviews with the chief men of the Galati,

energetically advocated an expedition against Greece,

pointing out her weakness at the time, the wealth

of her communities, and the immense treasures in her

temples, in the shape of offerings in gold and silver

coin. In such manner did he prevail upon the Galati

to march once more upon Greece, and among the

chieftains he chose to be his colleagues Acichorius

was found once more.^

The assembled army numbered one hundred and Detaikof

fifty-two thousand foot, and twenty thousand four (b.c. 278).

hundred horse. This number represents the fighting
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YIIL (1) "JXX -f-, ^
1 Welsh tri, Irish iri = three. Irish, GaeUc, Breton marc and Welsh

morcA = horse. Pansanias preserves another Celtic word for us. tV )
rri (75 /uev - Trjv Se »' 'Icovei'

rh '\} 5e --) ('^
v_s (. 3G). 'And in the country of Ambrosus there grows,

though not so thickly as the vine, the shrub which the lonians and the

other Greeks call kokkos, and which the Galati above Phiygia call in their
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force of tlie cavalry, but as each trooper had two

servants, who were themselves good horsemen and

provided with a horse, the actual cavalry strength was

sixty-one thousand two hundred. The cavalry tactics Their tacti

of the Galati are as follows : the servants remain

in the rear close at hand ; if a trooper had his horse

killed, the servant brought him a fresh mount ; if the

trooper himself was slain, the man moimted his

master's horse ; and if this man too fell, the third

servant in turn took his place in the fight. If the

master was wounded, one of the servants conveyed

him to the camp, while the other took his place in the

ranks. The tactics, it seems to me, were adopted by

the Galati from the Persian corps of the Ten Thousand,

known as the Immortals, but with this difference :

in the Persian corps the reserve fell in after the

engagement, while with the Galati the reserve took

its place as wanted during the action, and thus kept

up the full strength in the battle. This organisation

they called in their own tongue trimarcisia ^
; for the

Celtic word for a horse is marca. Such was the force

and such were the objects with which Brennus

invaded Greece.

VIII. (1) The spirit of the Greeks had welhiigh

deserted them, but the gravity of the crisis compelled

tongue hus' ; hus is connected with Teutonic Tiulis, hence; French ^ow.r,

English holly. The Galatians spoke their Cehic tongue down to fourth
century a.d. according to St. Jerome, Commeniar. in E-pist. ad Galat. Bk. ii.

praef.,
'
Galatas . . . propriam linguam, eandemque pene habere quam Treviros,

nee referre si aliqua exinde corruperint.' But M. Perrot (Revue Celtique, ii.

179) shows that St. Jerome ia untrustworthy on points of this kind.
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them to defend their country. They perceived that it

was not merely their hberty which was now at stake,

as at the time of the Persian war, but that security

could not be pm'chased even by submission, for they

had before their eyes the fate that had overtaken

]\Iacedonia, Thrace, and Paeonia, during the previous

inroads of the Galati, and reports were reaching them

of the atrocities that even then were being perpetrated

on the Thessahans. All now recognised that the

alternatives to be faced were death or victory, i

(2) Perhaps we may here compare the numbers Details of

. _^- , TIP Greek forces.

that met King Xerxes at Thermopylae,.and the force

that now fought against the Galati. To meet the

Medes the following Greek forces assembled : Lace-

daemonians under Leonidas, not more than three

hundred ; Tegeans, five hundred ; from Mantinea, the

same number ; from Orchomenus, in Arcadia, one

hundred and twenty ; from the other cities in Arcadia,

one thousand ; from Mycenae, eighty ; from Phlius,

two hundred ; double that number from Corinth ; and

of the Boeotians there came forward seven hundred

from Thespiae, and four hundred from Thebes. One

thousand Phocians guarded the path on Mount Oeta :

their number should be added to the total of the Greek

force. The number of Locrians who dwelt under

Mount Cnemis is not stated by Herodotus, though he

states that every city contributed ; but it is possible

to make a close approximation ; for the number of

Athenians who marched to Marathon, inclusive of

slaves and those unfit for service through age, did not
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exceed nine thousand ; therefore, the fighting force of

Locrians at Thermopylae cannot be reckoned at more

than six thousand. Thus the whole army may have

numbered eleven thousand tAVO hundred. But even

that force did not remain in arms the whole time at

Thermopylae, for with the exception of the Lacedae-

monians themselves, the Thespians, and the Mycen-

aeans, they did not wait to see the issue of the fight.

To meet the Barbarians who had come from the

Ocean the following Greek forces marched to Thermo-

pylae. Ten thousand heavy armed infantry and five

hundred horse from Boeotia : the Boeotarfc were

Cephisodotus, Thearidas, Diogenes and Lysander.

From Phocis, five hundred horse and three thousand

foot, under the command of Critobulus and Antiochus.

The Locrians who dwell opposite the island of Atalanta

were led by Midias : they numbered seven hundred,

but had no cavalry. From Megara there came four

hundred heavy foot : M_egareus led their_cayalr;^l , ,
/7^^<,

The Aetolian force was very numerous, and included

horse and foot. The strength of their cavalry is not

given. Their fight infantry numbered ninety, and

their heavy infantry amounted to seven thousand.

Polyarchus, Polyphron, and Lacrates were their

leaders. The general of the Athenians was Calhppus,

son of Moerocles, as mentioned previously ; and the

Athenians had all their seaworthy galleys, five himdred

horse, and one thousand foot. Li virtue of their

ancient prestige they held the command. The
kings of Macedonia and Asia contributed five hundred
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mercenaries each : the force sent by Antigonus was

led by Aristodemus, a Macedonian : the Asiatic

contingent from Antiochus was under Telesarchus,

a native of the district of Sjrria on the Orontes.

When the Greeks who were marshalled at Thermo- operati

pylae learned that the army of the Galati had reached

the neighbourhood of Magnesia and Phthiotis, they

decided to send a detachment of one thousand picked <

light-armed foot^pLdacomgany^ofJiorse to the river
^

Spercheus, to dispute the passage of the river./ On /\
reaching the river they broke down the bridges and

encamped on the bank. But Brennus was no incom-

petent leader, and, for a Barbarian, by no means a

poor strategist. Accordingly, that very night he

dispatched a force, not to the places where the old

bridges had stood, but lower down the river, so that

they might effect a passage unobserved by the Greeks.

Here the Spercheus spreads its waters over the plain,

forming a marsh and lagoon instead of a narrow

rapid stream. Thither, then, Brennus dispatched

some ten thousand Galati who could swim and were

taller than their fellows ; and of all the races in the

world the Celts are by far the tallest. They crossed

the river in the night by swimming the lagoon, and

using their national shields as a sort of raft. The

tallest of them were able to wade across. When the

Greeks at the Spercheus heard that a detachment of

the enemy had crossed the river, they at once fell back

on the main body.

IX. (1) Brennus next ordered the people who
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dwelt round the Malian Gulf to throw bridges over

tlie Sperclieus. Tliis they lost no time in doing, for

tliey were urged on by a dread of Brennus and a desire

to get tlie Barbarians out of their country, and thus

save it from any further ruin. Brennus then led

his army across the bridges and marched on Heraclea.

The Galati did not reduce this city, but they plundered

the district, and slew all the men they caught in the

fields. During the previous year the Aetolians had

compelled the Heracleans to join their League, and now

they protected the town as if it belonged as much to

them as to its inhabitants, and saved it. But Brennus

cared Httle about Heraclea : his whole heart was set

on dislodging the enemy from the passes, and penetrat-

ing south of Thermopylae into the centre of Greece.

(2) He therefore advanced from Heraclea, and, Ceita offer

on being informed by deserters of the strength of the

Greek contingents at Thermopylae, in utter contempt

of the Greek army, he offered battle at sunrise on

the following day. He had no Greek seer with him,

and he consulted no omens, if indeed the Celts practise

any art of divination. ^ The Greeks advanced in

silence and in good order. On joming battle the in-

fantry preserved their formation by not charging out

of the ranks, while the skirmishers, standing their

ground, hmied darts and phed their arrows and shngs.

The cavalry on both sides was useless ; for not only

is the pass narrow, but the ground is smooth owing

to its rocky nature, and shppery owing to the many

streams that intersect it. The Galati were inferior as
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regards armour, for their only defensive weapon was oitic mode

their national shield; moreover, they were less ex-

perienced in the science of war. They rushed on

their enemy with the rage and fury and bhnd courage

of a wild beast. Hacked with swords and axes, and

pierced with darts and javelms, their fury only died

with hfe itself. Nay, some even plucked out the

weapons that struck them and hurled them back at the

Greeks, or used them in hand-to-hand fight. Mean-

wliile the Athenians, with much difi&culty and danger,

navigated their fleet over the mud that accumulates

in great quantities in that sea, and coming as close

up as they could to the rear of the Barbarians, raked

their flank with a fire of all kinds of missiles and arrovs.

The Celts were now exhausted : on the narrow groimd

they received far heavier losses than they could

inflict ; and, at last, their leaders gave the signal to

retire to the camp. A disorderly and confused retreat

ensued, durmg which many were trampled under foot

by their companions, and many were submerged in

the mud into which they were pushed, till the losses

in the retreat were as heavy as in the heat of the

action.

(3) On that day the Athenian troops surpassed

in valour all the rest of the Greeks ; but the bravest

of them was Cydias, a youth who then for the

first time took his place in a battle. He was

slain by the Galati, and his kinsmen dedicated

his shield to Zeus of Freedom with the following

inscription :

—

12
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* I hang^liere in sad regret for the bloom of Cydias'

youth,

Once the shield of a noble man, now an offering

to Zeus

;

I was the first shield through which he thrust his

left arm.

When rushing Ares raged against the Galati.'

This inscription was preserved till the shields in

the colonnade of Zeus of Freedom, with other note-

worthy things at Athens, were removed by the

soldiers of Sulla.

(4) After the battle of Thermopylae the Greeks Ceitsnegkot

; '
^ .

-^

^ ^
their deacl

buried their dead, and stripped the spoils off the Galati.

But the Galati not only made no request for permission

to bury their dead, but were even quite indifferent as

to whether they were buried or devoured by wild

beasts and the birds that feed on corpses. Their

indifference as to the burial of their dead was due, in

my opinion, to two causes : a wish to strike awe into

the enemyiby such callous conductjand the fact that ^\

they do not customarily mourn their dead. Forty

of the Greeks fell in the battle : the exact losses of the

Barbarians cannot be ascertained, for a great number

of them were lost in the mud.

X. (1) On the sixtji day after the battle a detach- SJto'^^

ment of Galati attempted to ascend Mount Oeta from

Heraclea by a narrow path that leads up the moun-

tain just beyond the ruins of Trachis. In those

days, above the territory of Trachis, there was a

sanctuary of Athena rich in votive offerings. The
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Barbarians hoped to ascend Mount Oeta by tliis path,

and to phmder the temple by the way. But the

garrison under the command of Telesarchus defeated

them ; Telesarchus, however, was slain—a Greek

patriot if_^ever there was one.

(2) All the Barbarian leaders, except Brennus,

Avere unmanned by the Greek success, and seeing that

their expedition made no progress they were perplexed

as to the future. But it occurred to Brennus that if

he forced the Aetolians to return home, the operations

against the remaining Greeks would be much easier.

He detached from his army a force of forty thousand

foot and some eight hundred horse, and placed these

picked men under the command of Orestorius and

Combutis. These troops marched back by the bridges

over the Spercheus, and, passing through Thessaly,

invaded Aetoha. The sack of Gallium by Combutis

and Orestorius was the most atrocious and inhuman

in history. The whole male population was put to stories of

,1 111 -, 1 ; . . , ,
Celts' cruelty.

the sword, old men and babes at their mothers

breasts were butchered ahke. They even drank the

blood, and ate the flesh of the fattest of the babies.

All the matrons and marriageable maidens who had a

spark of spirit put an end to their Hves when the

town was captured ; those who survived were forcibly

subjected to every species of outrage by beings who
were absolutely devoid of pity and all human feelings.

Some of the women met a voluntary death by rushing

on the swords of the Galati, the rest soon perished

from want of food and sleep, the ruthless Barbarians
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outraging them in turn, and glutting their lust on

the persons of even the dying and dead.

(3) Informed by messengers of the calamities

that had befallen their khi, the Aetohans set out

with all speed from Thermopylae and hastened into

Aetoha, deeply incensed by the sufferings at the sack

of Gallium, and still more anxious to save the town^ ^s

that had not yet fallen. From all theirJjouses the

young men poured out ; the old men too, roused^b^
the__emerg9ne2;^oined with them; nay, the very

women, whose fury against the Galati exceeded that

of the men, volunteered their services.

(4) Before setting out on their return march the

Barbarians pillaged the houses and sanctuaries, and

fired the town of Calhum. Then they were met by

the Patreans, who were the only Achaeans who came

to the support of the Aetohans. The Patreans, being

excellent as heavy infantry, made a frontal assault

on the Galati, but suffered heavily from the numbers

and desperate valour of the Barbarians. The

Aetolians, on the other hand, both men and women,

lined the whole road, and kept up an effective fire

of weapons on the Barbarians, who had only their

national shields for protection. When the Galati

pursued them they easily escaped, and then, when

their enemy was returning from their ^yain pursuit, >^

they renewed the attack with vigour. Hence dreadful

as had been the fate of Calhum—so dreadful, indeed,

that in its hght Homer's story of the combat between

the Laestrygones and the Cyclops seems hardly
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exaggerated—it was adequately avenged ; for of the

forty thousand eight hundred Barbarians less than

half returned ahve to the camp at Thermopylae.

(5) Meanwhile the Greeks at Thermopylae fared as Celts pass

1 TIT % inside

follows. There are two paths over Mount Oeta : one, Thermopylae.

starting above Trachis, is very steep and precipitous
;

the other, leading through the territory of the Aenian-

ians, is more suitable for an army. This is the path

by which Hydarnes, the Mede, on a former occasion

turned the flank of the forces under Leonidas, and

it was by this same pass that the Heracleots and

Aenianians now proposed to guide Brennus, not

indeed out of any want of sympathy with the Greeks,

but merely because they desired above all else to

rid their district of the presence of the Celts, which

threatened their utter ruin. The words of Pindar are

indeed true, that every man is affected by his own

troubles but is insensible to the woes of others. The

promise of the Aenianians and Heracleots encouraged

Brennus, who thereupon left Acichorius in command

of the army with instructions to attack the Greek

force when he himself had got to their rear. Then

at the head of forty thousand men he set off up the

path. It chanced that on that day a thick mist

came over the mountain, darkening the sun, so that

the Phocians posted on the pass did not notice the

approach of the Barbarians till they were close

on them. Attacked by the enemy, the Phocians

defended themselves with spirit, but were at last

overpowered and driven from the pass. They
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succeeded, however, in reaching the main force in

time to warn them of what was taking place before

they were completely surromided. Thus the Athenian

fleet had time to transport the Greek army from

Thermopylae ; and so the men dispersed to their

respective districts.

XII. (1) Brennus, without even waiting for the ^^p^j'^y''"*'

forces under Acichorius, made straight for Delphi.

The terrified inhabitants fled to the oracle, and the god

bade them to have no fear, ' for," he rephed, * I will

myself guard my own."

(2) The Greeks who ralhed to the defence of the

god were as follows : The Phocians, who mustered

from all their towns; four hundred infantry from

Amphissa ; and a very meagre company from Aetolia

at first, but when they learned of the advance of the

Barbarians, they dispatched twelve hundred men

under Philomelus. The flower of the Aetohan troops,

however, advanced against the army under Acichorius,

and without givmg battle hung on his rear, capturing

his baggage and cutting ofi the men in charge of

it, thus seriously impeding his march. He had,

besides, left a force at Heraclea to guard the spoils

there.

(3) Meanwhile the Greeks who had mustered at Gods help

Delphi drew up in order of battle against the army battle.

of Brennus. And, lo ! in the most unmistakable

manner the god by signs and wonders marked his

hostility to Brennus. In the first place the ground ^
occupied by the Galatian army trembled violently
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during most of the day ; then thunder rolled and

lightning flashed without respite, which stupefied

the Celts and prevented them from hearing the words

of command ; while the hghtning not only struck

down isolated individuals, but set on fire all about

them, men and arms ahke. Then there appeared

to them phantoms of the heroes ^ Hyperochus, Lao-

docus, and Pyrrhus, and some will add a fourth, to

wit, Phylacus, a local hero of Delphi. Many of the

Phocians fell in the action, and amongst them

Alexamachus, who more than any other Greek

brought death to the Barbarians that^ day_by his /

youthful strength and daring courage. The Phocians

afterwards had his statue dedicated to Apollo at

Delphi. Such was the terror that beset the Bar-

barians that long day; and during the night their

pHght was even worse. It was bitterly cold and

snowed hard, and great boulders, sHpping down from

Parnassus, with huge crags breaking off, seemed to

make straight for the Barbarians, crushing to death

in one onset, not one or two, but thirty or more,

as they chanced to be gathered together on watch, or

in slumber.

(4) At break of day the Greeks advanced from

Delphi. All marched direct upon them except the

Phocians, who were famihar with the ground. These

descended the steep slopes of Parnassus through

the snow, and falling unexpectedly on the rear of

the Celts, discharged their darts and arrows on the

Barbarians in perfect security. At first—despite the
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cross-fire, and the bitter cold, that told on them no less

severely than did the arrows of their enemies, especially

on the wounded—the Celts fought with conspicuous

bravery, notably the guard of Brennus,i the finest and

bravest men of them all. But when Brennus was

wounded and carried fainting off the field, the

Barbarians, beset on all sides, sorely against their will

beat a retreat, dispatching those of their companions

who byreason of their wounds and exhausted condition

could not join in the retreat. (5) These fugitives

bivouacked on the spot where night overtook them

During the night a new terror seized them : ground-

less fears they say are inspired by Pan. It was

late in the evening when the panic first arose in

the army, and at first it was confined to a few who
fancied that they detected the tramphng of charging

horses and the onset of the enemy ; but soon

the alarm spread through the whole army. They

snatched up their weapons and dealt out death to

one another. They did not recognise their own
language, nor one another's features, nor the shape of

their shields ; each one in his alarm fancying that his

adversary was a Greek, that his armour was Greek,

and that his tongue Avas Greek. Thus the god-

inspired panic wrought horrible mutual slaughter

in the Celtic force. The Phocians who were left in

the fields to guard the cattle were the first to notice

and report to the Greeks what had befallen the

Barbarians during the night. This nerved the Pho-

cians to press the Celts more vigorously than ever,
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and to strengthen their guards on the cattle, so that

the Celts might not get supphes without a hard

struggle. This produced a scarcity of corn and all

other necessaries in the Galatian army.

(6) The losses in Phocis amounted to nearly six

thousand in battle, over ten thousand in the cruel

winter night and its panic, and as many more from

famine.

(7) Some Athenians who had gone to Delphi] to

reconnoitre brought back an account of what had

befallen the Barbarians, and of the panic the god

had inspired among them. On receipt of this news

the Athenians marched through Boeotia, where the

Boeotians joiued them. Their united forces hung

on the march of the Barbarians, lying in ambush

for them, and cutting off the stragglers. The fugitives

with Brennus had been joined by the army under

Acichorius only the night before ; for the advance of

the latter had been made tedious by the Aetohans,

who hurled freely at them javehns and all kinds

of weapons that came to their hands, so that only a

small part of them escaped to the camp at Heraclea.

(8) Brennus, they say—although his wounds Suicide'of

were not of a fatal character—either through fear of
^^^^^^'

his countrymen, or perhaps rather through wounded

pride at being the author of this disastrous campaign

in Greece, put an end to his hfe by drinking neat

wine.i Eventually the Barbarians, with no httle

difficulty, made their way to the river Spercheus, hotly

pressed by the Aetohans. Onward fiOm the Spercheus

2
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XIII. Ibi doinitis Pannoniis per multos aiinos

ciun finitimis varia bella gessemnt. Hortaiite deinde

successu divisis agminibus alii Graeciam, alii Mace-

doniam, oniiiia ferro proterentes, petivere. Tantusque

terror Gallici iiominis erat, ut etiam reges iioii lacessiti

ultro paceni iugeiiti pecimia mercarentur.

{Justin, xxiv. 4.)

XIV. Solus rex Macedoniae Ptolemaeus adventum

Gallorimi intrepidus audivit, bisque cum paucis efc

iiicompositis, quasi bella non difficilius quani scelera

patrarentui*, parricidiorum furiis agitatus occurrit.

. . . Igitur Galli duce Belgio ad tentandos Mace-

donum animos legatos ad Ptolemaeum mittunt,

offerentes pacem, si emere velit ; sed Ptolemaeus

inter suos belli metu pacem Gallos petere gloriatus

est. Nee minus ferociter se legatis quam inter

1 This is an exaggeration : in next paragraph some are made to cross to

Asia. Of. supra, p. 97, § 5, where most of the Galati are made to cross to

Asia and settle finally in (ialatia; also cf. m/ro, excerpt. XIX., XXI. Vide

Index sub Galatians.
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the Thessalians and Malians lay in wait, and set on

them with such vigour that not a man of them returned

home.i

(9) The expedition of the Celts into Greece and

their annihilation took place when Anaxicrates was

archon at Athens, in the second year of the hundred

and twenty-fifth Olympiad, in which Ladas of Aegium

won the footrace. Next year, in the archonship of

Democles at Athens, the Celts crossed into Asia.

have faithfully set out the course of events.

XIII. Having imposed their yoke on the Pan- Celts move

nonians the Galati engaged in warfare for many Greece.

years with their neighbours. Encouraged by their

good fortime, they betook themselves in hordes,

some to Greece and some to Macedonia, laying waste

all before them with the sword. Such was the

terror of the Galhc name that Kings, even before

they were attacked, bought peace with large sums

of money.

XIV. Ptolemy, King of Macedonia, was the one Wars in Mace-

man who heard unmoved of the approach of the B.^a'^si)!^*^^

Gauls. The distracted butcher, thinking war re-

quired no more preparation than murders, went out

to meet them with a few undisciphned troops. ...

The Gauls, under the command of Belgius, sent Beigius

ambassadors to Ptolemy to discover the feehng among ptoiemy.

the Macedonians, and to offer peace if he elected to

purchase it ; but Ptolemy vaunted to his suite that

the Gauls sued for peace from fear of war. Before

the ambassadors he was no less boastful, and declared
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amicos jactavit, aliter se pacem daturum negando,

nisi principes suos obsides dederint et arma tradid-

erint : non enim fidem se nisi inermibus habiturum.

Renuntiata legatione risere Gralli, undique acclamantes,

brevi sensurum, sibi an illi consulentes pacem

obtulerint. Interiectis diebus proelium conseritur,

victique Macedones caeduntur. Ptolemaeus multis

vulneribus saucius capitiir : caput eius amputatum

et lancea fixiim tota acie ad terrorem hostium cir-

cumfertux. Paiicos ex Macedonibus fuga servavit

:

ceteri aut capti aut occisi.^

{Justin, xxiv. 4-5.)

XV. Haec quiim nuntiata per omnem Macedonian!

essent, portae urbium clauduntiir, luctu omnia re-

plentur. . . . Desperantibus omnibus non votis agen-

dum Sosthenes, unus de Macedonum principibus,

ratus contracta inventute et Gallos victoria exsultantes

compescuit et Macedoniam ab hostili populatione

defendit. Ob quae virtutis beneficia multis nobilibus

regnum Macedonise adfectantibus ignobilis ipse prae-

ponitur : et quum rex ab exercitu appellatus esset,

ipse non in regis, sed ducis nomen iurare milites

compulit.
(Justin, xxiv. 5.)

XVI. Interea Brennus, quo duce portio Grallorum

in Graeciam se effuderat, audita victoria suorum, qui

Of. Polybius, excerpt. LTX. : and supra, p. 9,5, IT., p. 101, V. VII.
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that lie Avould grant peace only on the condition that

they gave their chiefs as hostages, and delivered

up their arms : for he could put no trust in them

until they were disarmed. On the announcement of

this answer by the deputies, the Gauls laughed, and

remarked that he would soon see whether they had

offered peace for his sake or for their own. A few

days later the Macedonians were defeated and cut

to pieces in a battle. Ptolemy, severely wounded,

was captured ; his se^ered head was placed on a

lance, and carried round the whole army to strike

terror into the enemy. A few of the Macedonians

found safety in flight; the rest were captured or

slain. 1

XV. When this news was spread throughout But is re-

pulsed by
Macedonia, the gates of the cities were shut, and Sosthenes.

mourning filled all the land. . . . While all were

thus in despair, Sosthenes, one of the Macedonian

chiefs, thinking that nothing would be effected by

prayers, mustered the young men fit to bear arms,

repulsed the Gauls in the midst of their exultations

on their victory, and saved Macedonia from devasta-

tion. For these great services he was chosen before

many nobles who aspired to the Macedonian throne,

although he was of but humble extraction. He was

saluted as King by the army, yet nevertheless he

made the soldiers take an oath to him, not as King,

but as general.

XVI. In the meanwhile Brennus, under whose Brennus in-

command a division of the Gauls had made an donia.
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Belgio duce Macedonas vicerant, indignatus parta

victoria opimam praedam et Orientis spoliis onustam

tarn facile relictam esse, ipse adimatis centum qiiin-

quaginta millibus peditmn et quindecim millibus

equitum in Macedoniam irrumpit. Quum agios

villasque popularetur, occurrit ei cum instmcto

exercitu Macedonum Sosthenes : sed pauci a pluribus,

trepidi a valentibus facile vincuntur. Itaque quum

victi se Macedones intra muros urbium condidissent,

victor Brennus nemine prohibente totius Macedoniae

agros depraedatur. Inde quasi terrena iam spolia

sorderent, animum ad deorum immortalium templa

convertit, scurriliter iocatus locwpletes deos largiri

hominibus ofortere. Statim igitur Delpbos iter vertit,

praedam religioni, aurum offensae deorum immor-

talium praeferens : quos nuUis opibus egere, ut qui eas

largiri hominibus soleant, adfirmabat.i
{Justin, xxiv. 6.)

XVII. Inter duos reges, Antigonum et Antiochum,

statuta pace, quimi in Macedoniam Antigonus re-

verteretur, novus eidem repente hostis exortus est.

Quippe Gaili, qui a Brenno duce, quum in Graeciam

proficisceretur, ad terminos gentis tuendos relicti

fuerant, ne soli desides viderentur, peditum quin-

decim millia, equitum tria millia armaverunt, fugatis-

que Getarum Triballorumque copiis Macedoniae

' Justin's account of the operations at Delphi agrees with that given

by Pausanias, and is not quoted. Justin, however, mentions two Celtic

chieftains who do not appear in Pausanias, namely, Emanus and Thessa-

lorus (Justin, xxiv. c. vii.).
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irruption into Greece, heard of the success of the

division which, under Belgius, had defeated the

Macedonians ; and incensed that so rich a booty,

consisting of the spoils of the East, had been care-

lessly abandoned, assembled an army of 150,000 foot

and 15,000 horse, and suddenly invaded Macedonia.

As he was laying waste the fields and villages,

Sosthenes met him with his army of Macedonians in Defeats

full array, but their inferior numbers and faint hearts

fell an easy prey to the numerous and fearless Gauls.

The vanquished Macedonians retired behind their

city walls, while the victorious Brennus, meeting

with no opposition, ravaged the whole of Macedonia.

Then, as though the spoils of mortals were too mean

for him, he turned to the temples of the gods with

the profane jest : that the gods, being rich, ought to

be hberal to men. He suddenly, therefore, marched

on Delphi, putting plunder before rehgion, and
^^JJgj^^j |,j

risking the wrath of the gods for gold. The gods, he

said, stood in no need of riches, for they were accus-

tomed rather to bestow them on mortals, i

XVII. After peace was made between the two

kings, Antigonus and Antiochus, a new enemy

suddenly confronted Antigonus as he was returning

to Macedonia. The Gauls, whom Brennus had

left behind him to defend their frontiers when he set

out for Greece, in order not to appear idle, armed

15,000 foot and 3,000 horse. They routed the forces

of the Getae and Tribalh, and were making pre-

parations to invade Macedonia when they sent
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imminentes, legates ad regem miserunt, qui pacem ei

venalem ofierrent, simul et regis castra specularen-

tur. Quos Antigonus pro regali munificentia ingenti

apparatu epularum ad coenam invitavit. . . . Itaque

legati ad suos reversi omnia in mains extoUentes,

opes pariter et negligentiam regis ostendunt. . . .

{Justin, XXV. 1.)

XVm. Hac relatione avidae gentis animi satis

ad praedam incitabantnr ; accedebat tamen et exem-

plum Belgii, qui non magno ante tempore Mace-

donum exercitum cum rege trucidaverat. Itaque

consentientibus omnibus nocte castra regis adgredi-

untur : qui praesentiens tantam tempestatem signum

pridie dederat, ut omnibus rebus ablatis in proxima

silva taciti se occultarent. Neque aliter servata

castra, quam quod deserta smit : siquidem Galli, ubi

omnia vacantia nee sine defensoribus modo, verum

etiam sine custodibus vident, non fugam bostium,

sed dolum arbitrantes, diu intrare portas timuerunt.

Ad postremum integris et intactis munimentis scru-

tantes potius quam diripientis castra occupaverunt.

Tunc ablatis quae invenerant, ad Ktus convertuntur.

Ibi dum naves incautius diripiunt, a remigibus et

ab exercitus parte, quae eo cum coniugibus et liberis

confugerant, nihil tale metuentes trucidantur : tanta-

que caedes Gallorum. fuit, ut Antigono pacem opinio
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ambassadors to Antigonus to offer him peace if he

would pay for it, and at the same time to act as spies

in his camp. Antigonus, with kingly generosity,

invited them to a sumptuous banquet. . . . The

ambassadors on their return set forth with much

exaggeration the wealth and unsuspicious nature of

the King. . . .

XVIII. This story was sufhcient to urge this

covetous people to seize the booty. The example

of Belgius, too, had its influence with them, who, a

httle before, had cut to pieces the Macedonian army

and their King. With the consent of all they

attacked the King's camp at night ; but, foreseeing

the storm that threatened him, the King had ordered

his soldiers to remove all their baggage, and to con-

ceal themselves noiselessly in a neighbouring wood.

Finding the camp not only without defenders, but even

without sentinels, the Gauls suspected a stratagem

rather than a flight, and for some time hesitated to

enter the gates. Finally, leaving the defences entire

and untouched, they took possession of the camp,

more after the fashion of explorers than of plunderers.

Then, carrying off what they found there, they

proceeded towards the coast. Here, while they

plundered the vessels without taking precautions,

and when they least feared an attack, they were cut

down by the sailors and part of the army that had

fled thither with their wives and children. Such

was the slaughter among them that the report

of this success secured peace for Antigonus, not
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huius victoriae non a Gallis tantum, verum etiam a

finitimorum feritate praestiterit.

[Justin, XXV. 2.)

XIX. Quamquam Gallorum ea tempestate tantae

fecunditatis inventus fiiit, ut Asiam omnem velut

examine aliqno implerent. Denique neque reges

Orientis sine mercenario Grallormn exercitu ulla bella

gesserunt ; neque pulsi regno ad alios quam ad

Gallos confugerunt. Tantus terror Gallici nominis

et armorum invicta felicitas erat, ut aliter neque

maiestatem suam tutari neque amissam recuperare

se posse sine Gallica virtute arbitrarentur. Itaque

in auxilium a Bithyniae rege invocati, regnum cum

eo, parta victoria, diviserunt ; eamque regionem

Gallograeciam cognominaverunt .
^

{Justin, XXV. 2.)

XX. Antigonus autem cum paucis equitibus, fugae

comitibus, repente fortunae ornamentis destitutus,

amissi regni speculaturus eventus, Tliessalonicam se

recepit : ut inde cum conducta Gallorum mercenaria

manu belluni repararet.-
{Justin, XXV. 3.)

XXI. Interea Antigonus quum multiplici bello et

Ptolemaei regis et Spartanorum premeretur ; novus-

que illi hostis Gallograeciae exercitus adiiuxisset

:

in speciem castrorum parva manu adversus ceteros

relicta adversus Gallos totis viribus proiiciscitur.

Quibus cognitis Galli, quum et ipsi se proelio pararent,

1 Cf. p. 97. " Cf. p. 99, excerpt. IV.
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only from the Gauls, but also from his other fierce

neighbours.

XIX. The Galhc people were at that time so

prolific that they filled Asia as with one swarm.

Then, indeed, no Eastern king carried on a war

without Galhc mercenaries ; nor, if they were driven

from their thrones, did they seek any protection

but that of the Gauls. Such was the terror of the

Galhc name, and such the mibroken success of their

arms, that princes beheved that without the aid of

the Gaul's valour they could neither maintain their

power, nor, if lost, recover it. Thus it was that, on

being summoned to the aid of the King of Bithynia

and having brought him victory, they shared his

kingdom with him, and called theii- part Gallo-

graecia.i

XX. Antigonus {after his defeat by Pyrrhus), b.v. 273-272.

divesting himself at once of all the marks of royalty,

repaired to Thessalonica, with a few horsemen who

attended his flight, there to watch what would

follow on the loss of his throne, and to renew the

Avar with Galhc mercenaries.-

XXI. Meanwhile Antigonus was harassed with 271.

diverse wars with the Spartans and King Ptolemy.

Beholding a new enemy, in the shape of an army

from Gallograecia, he left a few troops as a semblance

of a camp to occupy his other foes, and proceeded

with all the rest of his forces against the Gauls
;

who, learnmg of his approach, offered sacrifices,

as they were getting ready for battle, to take presages
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in auspicia pugnae hostias caedunt. . . . Tanta strages

fuit, ut pariter cum hominibus dii consensisse in

exitium parricidarum viderentur.

{Justin, xxvi. 2.)

TIMAEUS

Timaeus was born in Sicily about B.C. 354. He

spent most of his life in Athens, where he died about

B.C. 256. He was an industrious writer and composed

a history which treated in the iii'st part of Italy and

Sicily, and in the second, of Sicily and Greece. It ran

I. oXiyoi yap re^, g^fC*-.
""
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for the event. . . . Such was the slaughter among

them {the Galati) that the gods seemed to have

conspired with men to annihilate the murderous

horde.

into some seventy-six books, of which only fragments

remain to us. These are collected in C. and Th.

Miiller's Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum, vol. i.

pp. 1-hv, 193-233. He seems to have followed

Pytheas in his description of Northern Europe.

I. Many historians, both ancient and modern,

including Timaeus, maintain that when the Argonauts

had won the golden fleece they learnt that Aeetes was

blockading the Black Sea, and that this circumstance

was the occasion of an unusual and notable action on

their part : they penetrated to the sources of the

Tanais, and drawing their ship to land, carried it to

another river which discharged itseK into the Ocean,

and thus they regained the sea : with the land on their

left, they continued their voyage from the north to the
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/»^^ '^ jap,'',^^. (Diodorus SiculuS; iv. 56.)

{Frag. Hist. Graec. vol. i. p. 194, Frag. 6.)

II., , ,, . {Etym.M.; cf.

Diodurus Siculus, v. 24.)

{Frag. Hist. Graec. vol. i. p. 200, Frag. 37.)
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ERATOSTHENES

Eratosthenes was librarian at Alexandria B.C.

247-222, He made a Greek translation of Hiniilco's

work {v. supra, pp. 9-13), and also commented on the

works of Pytheas, in whom he had much confidence.

His only knowledge of the Celts was derived from

these writers and has been abeady dealt with.

' In the Musee Cluny is an altar on which is represented two gods which

probably correspond to the Castor and Pollux of Roman mythology. Their

Celtic names are respectively Cernunnos and Smertullos : cf. Corpus Inscrip-

tionum Latinorum, xiii. p. 467, No. 3026 c. These gods appear in old Irish

hterature : vide Whitney Stokes, in Revue Celtique, iii. p. 175. Also see

Arbois de Jubainville, Gours de littirature celtique, v. pp. 347-353, and

pp. 253-254 : cf. Aticient Lawts of Ireland, vol. iii. p. 84.
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west, and came to the straits of Gibraltar, where they

entered the Mediterranean. And to convince one of

this, the historians add that the Celts who dwell on

the shores of the Ocean pay homage especially to the

Dioscuri :
i for there is a tradition among these peoples

that in olden times these gods came to them from

the Ocean.

II. According to Timaeus the country is called

Galatia after Galatos, the son of the Cyclops and

Galatia.

Polybius and Strabo criticise him for not mentioning

the Celts in his description of Spain. But he is

evidently deahng with the Spain of Himilco of B.C.

500. When describing the Spain of his own time, he

says that it was held by the Celts with the exception

of Cadiz. For references to Eratosthenes in other

writers see Index sub Eratosthenes.
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PHYLAECHUS

Phylarclius was born probably at Naucratis in

Egypt about B.C. 210. He wrote a history in twenty-

eight books dealing with the events between the death

I. 'El•" ry] 6 ^^. -
< ^ii**^•

'''^^ eviavTOv, iroLrjaavTa' ^ ci-' '
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of Pyrrhus (B.C. 272) and the death of Cleomenes of

Lacedaemonia (b.c. 220). Only fragments of his

works are now extant. See Miiller's Fragmenta

Historicorum Graecorum, vol. i. pp. Ixxvii-lxxxi,

334-358.

I. In his third book Phylarchus ^\'rites that Hospitality

' Ariamnes the Galatian, a man of fabulous wealth, cEs?

pubhcly proclaimed that he would '^mvea^.^aji^tuet ^
If^l• £^ l^

every y^ar to^all the Galati, which he did in the follow- ^*WXa*^ . .

ing manner. He divided out the country by marking ^^*-*^-^ '^^^*^

off convenient distances along the roads. At these

points he built halls of timber, rushes, and osiers, ^
capable of accommodating four hundred men, or more, ->

according as the district and the towTis and villages /
near it might require. In the hall he placed huge /

kettles full of every sort of meat. The kettles were &a*^£J^^--^

made the year before he was to give the feast by

artisans sent from other cities. He then provided

many oxen,^_pigs, sheep, and other animals for each

day, and also casks of wine, and a large supply of

flour. And not only,' he continues, ' did all the Galati /t^*'^ "^**^

who came from the villages and cities enjoy his

hospitahty, but even the strangers, who chanced to

pass by, w^ere not permitted escape, for the servants \

who stood round pressed them to enter and partake of S ^
the good things provided.' /

II. Among the Galati, Phylarchus states in his

sixth book, it is customary to place on the table a

large number of loaves broken carelessly, and meat
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^.Ocy,H*<W,^^
FABIUSPICTOR

Q. Fabius Pictor was born B.C. 254. He served in

the Gallic war of B.C. 225, and was tbe first Roman

to wrote a history of his native city. The fragments

of this work are collected by H. Peter in liis Histori-

corum Romanorum Relliquiae and also in his Histori-

corum Romanorum Fragmenta.

I. Oros. iv. 13, 5. L. Aemilio Catulo C. Atilio

Regulo consuhbus magna formidine consternatus

est senatus defectione Cisalpinae GaUiae, cum etiam ex

ulteriore Gallia ingens aduentare exercitus nmitiaretur,

maxime Gaesatorum, quod nomen non geniis sed

mercennariorum Gallorum est. Itaque permoti consules

tothis Itahae ad praesidium imperii contraxere uires.
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just taken out of the kettle. No one touches this

without first waiting to see if the king partakes of what

is brought to him.

III. Phylarchus, the Athenian (some, indeed, say

he is a native of Naucratis), in the work in which he

treats of Zelas the king of the Bithynians, who invited

to supper all the leaders of the Galati, and then plotted

against them but was himseK killed also, says, if I

recollect his works correctly, ' a certain Tr/joTro/ia b.c. 236.

was brought round before supper, as a time-honoured ^ AJiC^tL•^ . /

custom prescribed.' tr^l^ ^

His work was largely used by later historians,

especially for the history of the Second Punic War

(B.C. 219-202), but as the classical writers did not

acknowledge their sources except in a general way,

it is not possible to determine their exact obligations

to Pictor.

I. In the consulship of L. Aemihus Catulo and C.

Atihus Regulus the Senate was greatly perturbed

by the revolt of Cisalpine Gaul. The nevs came

that a formidable army consisting chiefly of Gaesati

was advancing from Further Gaul. ' Gaesati ' is not a

national name but a word for Galhc mercenaries. ^

The consuls in alarm called out the whole strength

of Italy for the defence of the empire, so that in the

• Vide Polybius, excerpt. XVI.
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Quo facto in utriusque consulis exercitu octingenta

milia armatorum fuisse referuntur, sicut Fabius

historicus, qui eidem bello interfuit, scripsit. Ex
quibus Romanorum et Campanorum fuerunt peditum

CCCXLVIII milia ducenti, equitum uero XXVI
milia sescenti ; cetera multitudo sociorum fuit. =
Eutrop. iii. 5. L. Aemilio consule iugentes Gallorum

copiae Alpes transierunt, sed pro Romanis tota Italia

consensit, traditumque est a Fabio historico, qui

ei bello interfuit, DCCC milia hominum parata ad

id bellum fuisse. Sed res per consulem tantum

prospere gesta est. XL milia hostium interfecta sunt

et triumphus Aemilio decretus.

{Historicorum Romanorum Fragmenta, p. 30, frag. 23.)
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army of the two consuls there were said to have been

eight hundred thousand men in arms, as Fabius the

historian, who took part himself in tliis war, has

written : and of this number there were of Roman

and Campanian foot three hundred and forty-eight

thousand ; of horse, twenty-six thousand six hundred

= Eutrop. iii. 5. In the consulship of L. AemiHus

immense bands of Gauls crossed the Alps, but the

whole of Italy united with Rome, and Fabius the

historian, who took part in this war, writes that eight

hundred thousand men were levied for this campaign,

which was conducted so successfully by the consul

that forty thousand of the enemy were slain, and a

triumph granted to Aemihus.



152 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

POLYBIUS

Polybius (born circa 203 B.C., died circa 121 b.c.)

is the most important and trustworthy authority we

have for the history of the period of which he treats.

For him the object of historical study was the

discovery of the truth ; ^ thus only could history

become a guide to statesmen and people.- Rhetoric

did not appeal to him, and his hterary style shows

him to have been a man who wrote 'straight on,'

intent only on the matter of his composition. Free

from the spell of rhetoric, he was equally free from

racial prejudice. A patriotic Greek, he incurred a

sentence of seventeen years' exile in Rome (b.c. 166-

149). This time was spent in the study of the records

preserved in the Roman archives, in acquiring the

friendship of the important men of Rome, and in

hunting, a pastime of which he was passionately

fond. To an outlook free from prejudice, and to

a genuine love of truth, he joined a thoroughly

modern methbd of historical research. History above

all must explain the existing situation, and this

renders an investigation of the past necessary. For

this investigation Polybius is not satisfied with the

compilations of previous historians, but examines

anew the most authentic records available. Thus

we find him examining the archives at Rome,^ at

' Polybius (Hultsch's edition), i. c. 14 ; xii. c. 7.

- Idem, i. 35 ; ii. 35 ; iii. 31 ; v. 75.

•' Dionysius Halic, i. 17 ; Polybius, iii. 22.
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Eliodes,! at Carthage, ^ and at Alexandria.•^ When

he reaches the events that took place within the

memory of his contemporaries, he seeks out the

surviving actors in these events, and to quote his

phrase, ' could therefore relate what he had seen or

what he had heard from eye-witnesses/ * For the

later period he was himself ' not only an eye-witness,

but in some cases an actor, and in others the chief

actor/ ^' Polybins held that to the historian of

mihtary affairs a knowledge of mihtary operations

was indispensable, and was himself a student of

mihtary tactics,*^ and quahfied for the position of

Hipparch, to which he was elected in B.C. 169.^

Besides the part he took in the wars of the Archaean

League, he accompanied the Koman armies to Spain

about B.C. 149-146, or in B.C. 134-133,« or perhaps on

both occasions. While there he examined the tablet

placed by Hannibal on the Lacinian promontory ;

'^

followed the pass of the Alps made by Hannibal ;

^"

conversed with the peoples of the Alps and Cisalpine

Gaul; ii and visited the sites of various battles; and

travelled in Transalpine Gaul, Italy, Africa, Asia

Minor, Egypt, and perhaps even to the British Isles.
^'

The account he gives of the Celts was written before

the orations, dehvered at Eome at the funerals of

' Polybitts, xvi. 15. - Idem, ix. 25. '•' Idem, xxxiv. c. 14.

•• Idem, iv.[2. s j^em, iii. 4.

^ Idem, ix. c. 12 e< seq. ^ Idem, xxviii. c. 6.

« Idem, iii. 59; ix. c. 25; xxxix. c. 3; Pliny, N. U., v. § 9.

8 Idem, iii. c, 33. lo Idem, iii. c. 48.

" Excerpt. LXVIII. and note.

'^ Polybiua, iii. c. 59 ; ix. c. 25 ; x. c. 11; '. c. 14
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distinguished citizens, had invented and popularised

the fictions that make up so much of Livy's account

of the GalHc invasion of Italy {vide Livy, vol. ii.).

For the correction of these fictions Polybius is very

valuable. His account of the Celts is the result of

long and careful research. His history of the period

from B.C. 250 to B.C. 121 may be considered as of

original authority, and deserves the closest study at

the hands of students of Celtic History.

The Greek text followed is that of Hultsch, and

-+ I, "Eto<? iv ,<-, 8e ^ ev<
<;, ev eV

^AvtoXklSov' tt/jo?, ^ Trj ^
€<; <

€76€ 'VrjfyLOv, . /
\^ fyij^J^tM^

U».CJL• , ?}?

^^,„^»^>%»^ , ,^.
(i. 6.)
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by the kind permission of Messrs. Macmillan, London,

the excellent translation of Polybius by Mr. E. Shuck-

burgh (in which Polybius expresses himself more

clearly than he does in his native Greek) is quoted

for the Enghsh version. Other books to consult are

Strachan-Davidson, Sehctions from Polybius (Oxford,

1888) ; Capes, History of the Archcean League (London,

1888); Article in Encyclopcedia Britannica; Thirl-

waU, History of Greece, vol. viii. ; and Engehnann,

Bibliotheca.

I. It was in the nineteenth year after the sea- b-c

fight at Aegospotami, and the sixteenth before

the battle of Leuctra ; the year in which the Lace-

daemonians made what is called the peace of Antal-

cidas with the King of Persia ; the year in which the

elder Dionysius was besieging Rhegium after beating

the Itahan Greeks on the river Elleporus ; and in

which the Gauls took Rome itself by storm and were

occupying the whole of it except the Capitol. AVith

these Gauls the Romans made a treaty and settlement

which they were content to accept : and having thus

become, contrary to all expectation, once more

masters of their own country, they made a start in

their career of expansion; and in the succeeding

period engaged in various wars with their neighbours.

^ ' This is according to the common computation 390 b.o. ; but, in

fact, the capture of Rome occurred in 01. 98, 1=388 B.C., and has been
thrown out of its proper place by the confusion of the Roman Calendar.'

Mommsen, Hist, of Borne (English trans., London, 1901), vol. i. p. 428 note.
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II. Tills happened in the year before the Gauls r-c. 281.

invaded Greece, some of whom perished near Delphi,

whilst others crossed into Asia.

III. [The Romans'] were \vonderfully successful b-c- 274.

everywhere, and reduced to obedience all the tribes

inhabiting Italy except the Celts.

IV. Accordingly \the Carthaginians] enhsted mer- b.c. 262.

cenaries from over sea—a large number of Ligurians

and Celts, and a still larger number of Iberians—and

dispatched them to Sicily.

V. Just about the same time [tJie Carthaginians] b.c. 241-238.

found themselves confronted by three enemies at other mercen-

once, their own mercenaries, the Numidians, and such ^ar on the

Libyans as joined the former in their revolt. And

this war proved to be neither insignificant nor con-

temptible. It exposed them to frequent and terrible

alarms ; and, finally, it became a question with them

not merely of a loss of territory, but of their own bare

existence, and of the safety of the_YeryL-^waIla_and

buildings of their city. . . . The course of events at

Carthage subsequent to the peace \iviih Rome] was as

follows : As soon as possible after it was finally ratified

Barcas withdrew the troops at Eryx to Lilybaeum,

and then immediately laid down his command.

Gesco, who was commandant of the town, proceeded

to transport the soldiers into Libya. But foreseeing

what was likely to happen, he very prudently em-

barked them in detachments, and did not send them

all in one voyage. His object was to gain time for

the Carthaginian go^ernment ; so that one detachment

?'
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POLYBIUS 159

should come to shore, receive the pay due to them,

and depart from Carthage to their own country,

before the next detachment was brought across and

joined them. In accordance with this scheme Gesco

began the transportation of the troops. But the

Government—partly because the recent expenses

had reduced their finances to a low ebb, partly because

they felt certain that, if they collected the Avhole

force and entertained them at Carthage, they would

be able to persuade the mercenaries to accept some-

thing less than the whole pay due to them—did not

dismiss the detachments as they landed, but kept them

massed in the city. But when this resulted in the

commission of many acts of lawlessness by night and

day, they began to feel uneasy at their numbers and

their growing licentiousness ; and required the officers,

until such time as arrangements for discharging their

pay should have been made, and the rest of the army

should have arrived, to withdraw with all their men

to a certain town called Sicca, receiving each a piece

of gold for their immediate necessities. . . . And
there, for lack of something better to do, some of them

began calculating, always to their own advantage,

the amount of pay due to them ; and thus making out

the total to be many times more than was really due,

they gave out that this was the amount they ought

to demand from the Carthaginians. Moreover, they

all^began to call to mind the promises made to them

-by the generals in their harangues, delivered on

various occasions of special danger, and to entertain
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POLYBIUS 161

high hopes and great expectations of the amoimt of

compensation which awaited them. The natural

result followed. When the whole army was mustered

at Sicca, and Hanno now appointed general in

Libya, far from fulfilling these hopes and the promises b-c- 241-238.

they had received, talked on the contrary of the burden

of the taxes and the embarrassment of the public

finances ; and actually endeavoured to obtain from

them an abatement even from the amount of pay

acknowledged to be due to them ; excited and niTiti-

nous feelings at once began to manifest themselves.

There were constant conferences hastily got together,

sometimes among the separate nationahties, some-

times of the Avhole army ; and there being no unity

of race or language among them, the whole camp

became a babel of confusion, a scene of murmuring

tumult, and a veritable revel of misrule. . . .

There were in the army Iberians, and Celts, men
from Liguria and the Balearic Islands, and a con-

siderable number of half-bred Greeks, mostly deserters .

and slaves ; while the main body consisted of Libyans.

. . . They conceived a violent mistrust of their

several commanders ; and in a furious outburst of

anger against the Carthaginians started towards

the city, and pitched their camp about a hundred

and twenty stades from Carthage, at the town of

Tunes, to the number of over twenty thousand. . . .

Their confidence in themselves was profound ; and

their engagements with the Roman legions in Sicily

had convinced them, that not only was it impossible
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for the Carthaginians to face them in tlie field, but it

would be difficult to find any nation in the world

who could. Therefore when the Carthaginians con-

ceded the point about their pay, they made a further

claim for the value of the horses they had lost. When b.c. 241-238.

this too was conceded, they said they ought to receive

the value of the rations of corn due to them from a

long time previous, reckoned at the highest price

reached during the war. And in short, the ill-disposed

and mutinous among them being numerous, they

always discovered some fresh demand that made it

impossible to come to terms. Upon the Carthaginian

government, however, pledging themselves to the full

extent of their powers, they eventually agreed to

refer the matter to the arbitration of some one of the

generals who had been actually engaged in Sicily. . . .

But there was a certain Campanian in the army,

a runaway Roman slave named Spendius, a man of

extraordinary physical strength and reckless courage

in the field. Alarmed lest his master should recover

possession of him, and he should be put to death with

torture, in accordance with the laws of Rome, this man
exerted himself to the utmost in word and deed to

break off the arrangement with the Carthaginians. . . .

This was the origin of the Mercenary, or, as it is also The war

called, the Libyan war. . . . Meanwhile Mathos
^''°"'''

himself was contmuing the siege of HijDpo Zarytus, They besiege

and he now counselled Autaritus, the leader of the Zaiytus.

Galatae, and Spendius to stick close to the skirts of the

enemy, avoiding the plains, because the enemy were
2
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strong in cavalry and elephants, but marching

parallel with them on the slopes of the mountains,

and attacking them whenever they saw them in

difficulties. While suggesting these tactics, he at the

same time sent messengers to the Numidians and b.c. 241-23.S.

Libyans, entreating them to come to their aid, and

not to let sHp the opportunity of securing their own

freedom. Accordingly, Spendius took with him a

force of six thousand men, selected from each of the

several nationalities at Tunes, and started, keeping

along a line of hills parallel to the Carthaginians.

Besides these six thousand men, he had two thousand

Galatae under Autaritus, who were all that were left of

the original number, the rest having deserted to the

Eomans during the period of the occupation of Eryx.

. . . The war with the Libyans had indeed reduced

Carthage to dreadful danger ; but its termination

enabled her not only to re-establish her authority The straggle

over Libya, but also to inflict condign punishment months.

upon the authors of the revolt. . . . For three

years and four months did the mercenaries main-

tain a war against the Carthaginians which far

surpassed any that I ever heard of for cruelty

and inhumanity.

VI. Therefore it is that pity and sympathy and b-^• 230.

assistance await those whose failure is due to Fortune :
'^?° bad faith

of some Gallio

reproach and rebuke from all men of sense those who mercenaries.

have only their own folly to thank for it.

It is the latter that the Epirotes now richly deserved

at the hands of the Greeks. For in the first place,
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who in liis senses, knowing the common report as to

the character of the Galatae, would not have hesitated

to trust to them a city so rich, and offering so many

opportunities for treason ? And again, who would

not have been on his guard against the bad character

of this particular body of them ? For they had

originally been dri^en from their native coimtry by

an outburst of popular indignation at an act of

treachery done by them to their own kuisfolk and

relations. Then having been received by the Cartha-

ginians, because of the exigencies of the war in which

the latter were engaged, and being drafted into

Agrigentum to garrison it (being at the time more

than 3000 strong), they seized the opportimity of a

dispute as to pay, arising between the soldiers and

their generals, to plunder the city ; and again, being

brought by the Carthaginians into Eryx to perform

the same duty, they first endeavoured to betray the

city and those who were shut up in it with them to

the Romans who were besieging it ; and when they

failed in that treason, they deserted in a body to the

enemy : whose trust they also betrayed by plundering

the temple of Aphrodite at Eryx.

Thoroughly convinced, therefore, of their abomin-

able character, as soon as they had made peace with

Carthage the Romans made it their first business to

disarm them, put them od board ship, and forbid them

ever to enter any part of Italy. These were the

men whom the Epirotes made the protectors of their

democracy and the guardians of their laws ! To such
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men as tliese they entrusted their most wealthy city !

How then can it be denied that they were the cause of

their own misfortunes ?

VII. We must now turn to Hasdrubal in Iberia, b.c. 228.

He had during this period been conducting his Carthaginians

command with abihty and success, and had not only

given in general a great impulse to the Carthaginian

interests there, but in particular had greatly

strengthened them by the fortification of the to^vn,

variously called Carthage, and New Town, the situa-

tion of which was exceedhigly convenient for opera-

tions in Libya as well as in Iberia. I shall take a more

suitable opportunity of speaking of the site of this

to^vn, and of pointing out the advantages offered by

it to both countries : I must at present speak of the

impression made by Hasdrubal's policy at Rome.

Seeing him strengthening the Carthaginian influence

in Spain, and rendering it continually more formid-

able, the Romans were anxious to interfere in the

pohtics of that country. They discovered, as they

thought, that they had allowed their suspicions to be

lulled to sleep, and had meanwhile given the Cartha-

ginians the opportunity of consohdating their power.

They did not venture, however, at the moment to struggle of

tj_. ,1 j^i 1 Romans and
impose conditions or to make war on them, because ceits in itaiy.

they were in almost daily dread of an attack from the

Celts. They determined therefore to molhfy Hasdru-

bal by gentle measures, and so to leave themselves

free to attack the Celts first and try conclusions with

them : for they were convinced that, with such enemies
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on their flank, they would not only be unable to keep

their hold over the rest of Italy, but even to reckon

on safety in their own city. Accordingly, while

sending envoys to Hasdrubal, and making a treaty

with him by which the Carthaginians, without

saying anything of the rest of Iberia, engaged not to

cross the Iber in arms, they pushed on the war with

the Celts in Italy.

VIII. This war itself I shall treat only summarily,

to avoid breaking the thread of my history ; but I

must go back somewhat in point of time, and refer to

the period at which these tribes originally occupied

their districts in Italy. For the story I think is

worth knowing for its own sake, and must certainly

be kept in mind, if we wish to understand on what

tribes and districts Hannibal rehed to assist him in

his bold design of destroying the Roman dominion. I

will first describe the country in which they hve, its

nature, and its relation to the rest of Italy ; for if we The Celtic

clearly understand its pecuharities, geographical and jj^iy.^

natural, we shall be better able to grasp the sahent

points in the history of the war.

Italy, taken as a whole, is a triangle, of which the

eastern side is bound by the Ionian sea and the

Adriatic GuK, its southern and western sides by the

Sicihan and Tyrrhenian Seas ; these two sides converge

to form the apex of the triangle, which is represented

by the southern promontory of Italy called Cocinthus,

and which separates the Ionian from the Sicihan sea.

The third side, or base of this triangle, is on the north,
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and is formed by the chain of the Alps stretching

right across the country, beginning at Marseilles and

the coast of the Sardinian Sea, and with no break in

its continuity until within a short distance of the

head of the Adriatic. To the south of this range,

which 1 said we must regard as the base of the tri-

angle, are the most northerly plains of Italy, the largest its wonderful

and most fertile of any with which I am acquainted ^^ ^'

in all Europe. This is the district with which we are

at present concerned. Taken as a whole it too

forms a triangle, the apex of which is the point where

the Apennines and Alps converge, above Marseilles,

and not far from the coast of the Sardinian Sea. The

northern side of this triangle is formed by the

Alps, extending 2200 stades ; the southern by the

Apennines, extending 3600 ; and the base is the sea-

board of the Adriatic, from the town of Sena to the

head of the gulf, a distance of more than 2500 stades.

The total length of the three sides will thus be nearly

10,000 stades.

IX. The yield of corn in this district is so abundant

that w^heat is often sold at four obols a Sicilian

medinmus, barley at two, and a metretes of wine for

an equal measure of barley. ^ The quantity of panic

and millet produced is extraordinary ; and the

amount of acorns grow^r^in the oak forests scattered

' That is, wheat cost Id. per bushel, barley ^d. per bushel, while Id•

would purchase IG gallons of wine.
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about tlie country may be gathered from tbe fact

that, though nowhere are more pigs slaughtered than

in Italy, for sacrifices as well as for family use, and

for feeding the army, by far the most important supply

is from these plains. The cheapness and abmidance

of all articles of food may also be clearly shown from

the fact that travellers in these parts, when stopping

at inns, do not bargain for particular articles, but

simply ask what the charge is per head for board.

And for the most part the innkeepers are content to

supply their guests with every necessary at a charge

rarely exceeding half an as (that is, the fourth part

of au obol) 1 a day each. Of the numbers, stature,

and personal beauty of the inhabitants, and still more

of their bravery in war, we shall be able to satisfy

ourselves from the facts of their history.

X. Such parts of both slopes of the Alps as are not

too rocky or too precipitous are inhabited by different

tribes : those on the north towards the Rhone by the

Galatae, called Transalpine ; those towards the Itahan

plains by the Taurisci and Agones and a number of

other barbarous tribes. The name Transalpine is not

tribal, but local, from the Latin preposition trans,

' across.' The summits of the Alps, from their rugged

character, and the great depth of perpetual snow, are

entirely uninhabited. Both slopes of the Apennines,

towards the Tuscan sea and towards the plains, are

inhabited by the Ligurians, from above Marseilles and

the junction of the Alps to Pisae on the coast, the first

^ That is, one farthing a day.
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city on the west of Etriiria and inland to Arretiiim.

Next to them come the Etruscans ; and the next on

both slopes the Umbrians, The distance l)etween

the Apennmes and the Adriatic a'erages about five

hundred stades ; and when it leaves the northern

plams the chain verges to the right, and goes entirely

through the middle of the rest of Italy, as far as the

Sicihan Sea. The remaining portion of this triangle,

namely the plain along the sea coast, extends as far as

the town, of Sena. The Po, celebrated by the poets

under the name of Eridanus, rises in the Alps near the

apex of the triangle, and flows down to the plains

in a southerly course ; and after reaching the plains

it turns to the east, and flomng through them

discharges itself by two mouths into the Adriatic.

The larger part of the plain is thus cut off by it, and

lies between this river and the Alps to the head of

the Adriatic. In body of water it is second to no

river in Italy, because the mountain streams, descend-

ing from the Alps and Apennines to the plain, one and

all flow into it on both sides ; and its stream is at its

height and beauty about the time of the rising of

the Dog Star (i.e. July 15), because it is then swollen

by the melting snows on the mountains. It is navig-

able for nearly 2000 stades up stream, the ships

entering by the mouth called Olana ; and though it is

a single main channel to begin with, it branches off

into two at the place called Trigctbou, of which ^
streams the northern is called the Pacloa, the southern

the Olana.



178 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

ovBevo<i ^
*; iv . <6

-/(, TrpoaayopeveTai ^?.
Be irepl ^", ,
6TL Be ',̂ € elacTt, ,

TpaytKrjv } \ eVl\
yevei, irepl -

<yiav,£\€ Be, vrepl

ayvoiav.

(. 16.)

XI. ye,^^ \ey
irepl ^,

eivai yvpea ey\v eV ). \
iirl

' , '. 7lyvvo, >, eyXr]

•
' The Cells of the first Celtic migration, whom we find in the British

Isles at the time of Homer {v. supra, pp. 2, 3), were established in North

Italy circa 1000 B.C. They were conquered by the Etnisr-ans circa 700

B.C., who in turn were conquered by the Celts of the second Celtic migra-

tion, circa 400 B.C. Vide Bertrand et Reinach, Les Celtes dans les vallces

du Po et du Danube.



Cl'Us

POLYBIUS 179

At the moiitli of the latter there is a harbour

affording as safe anchorage as any in the Adriatic.

The whole river is called by the country folk the

Bodencus. As to the other stories current in Greece

about this river,—I mean Phaethon and his fall, and

the tears of the poplars and the black clothes of the

inhabitants along this stream, which they are said to

wear on this day as mourning for Phaethon,—all such

tragic incidents I pass over for the present, as misuit •

able to the nature of the work I have in hand ; but

I shall return to them at some other more fitting

opportunity, particularly because Timaeus has shown

a strange ignorance of this district.

XI. To continue mv description. These plains Tiie ......

.
-

^ ^ expel the /
were anciently inhabited by Etruscans, at the same Etruscans

period as what are called the Phlegraean plains romid em itaiy.

Capua and Nola; which latter, however, have enjoyed 400.'

the highest reputation, because they lay m the way of

a great many people and so got known. In speaking

then of the history of the Etruscan Empire, we

should not refer to the district occupied by them at

the present time, but to those northern plains, and

to what they accomplished when they inhabited

them. Their chief intercourse was with the Celts,

because they occupied the adjoining districts ; who,

envying the beauty of their lands, seized some slight

pretext to gather a great host and expel the Etruscans

from the valley of the Po, which they at once took

possession of themselves. First, the country near the

source of the Po was occupied by the Laevi and
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Lebecii ; after them the Insubres settled in the country,

the largest tribe of all ; and next to them along the

bank of the river, the Cenomani. Bnt the district

along the shore of the Adriatic was held by another

very ancient tribe, called the Veneti, in customs and

dress nearly allied to the Celts, but using quite a

different language, about whom the tragic poets have

written a great many wonderful tales. South of

the Po, in the Apennine district, first beginning

from the west, the Anares, and next to them the Boii

settled. Next them, on the coast of the Adriatic, the

Lingones ; and south of these, still on the sea-coast,

the Senones. These are the most important tribes

that toolc possession of this part of the country.

They lived in open villages, without any permanent The piimitivo

1 • 1 1 1 • 1 1 f
life of the

buildmgs. As they made their bed of straw or seconri

leaves, and fed on meat, and followed no pursuits but

those of war and agriculture, they lived simple lives

without being acquainted with any science or art

whatever. Each man's property, moreover, consisted

in cattle and gold ; as they were the only things that

could be easily carried with them, when they wandered

from place to place, and changed their dwellings as

fancy directed. They put a high esteem, however, on

friendship : for the man who had the largest number

of clients or companions in his wanderings was

looked upon as the most formidable and powerful

member of the tribe.

^

XII. In the early days of their settlement, they did They capture

not merely subdue the territory which they occupied, retSnhome
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but rendered also many of the neighboiirinp; peoples to i-ppei an
. invasion

subject to tnem, whom they overawed by their (b.c. 388).

audacity. Some time afterwards they conquered the

Eomans in battle, and pursumg the flying legions, in July is. s8i

three days after the battle occupied Rome itself with

the exception of the Capitol. But a circumstance inter-

vened vhich recalled them home, that is to say, an

invasion of their territory by the Veneti. Accordingly

they made terms with the Romans, handed back the

city and returned to their own land, and subsequently

were occupied with domestic wars. Some of the tribes, The less-

civilised

also, 4 dwelt on the Alps, comparing their own tribes on the

barren districts with the rich land occupied by the those on the

others, were continually making raids upon them,
^^"^^*

and collecting their forces to attack them. This gave

the Romans time to recover their strength, and to

come to terms with the people of Latium. When,

thirty years after the capture of the city, the Celts ^he Romans

came again as far as Alba, the Romans were taken by

surprise ; and having no intelligence of the intended

invasion, nor time to collect the forces of the Socii,

did not venture to give them battle. But Avheii

another invasion in great force took place twelve

years later, they did get previous inteUigence of it ;
bc 348.

and having mustered their allies, salhed forth to meet

them in great spirit, being eager to engage them and

fight a decisive battle. But the Galatae were dismayed

at their approach ; and, being besides weakened by

internal feuds, retreated homewards as soon as night

fell, with all the appearance of a regular flight. After
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this alarm they kept quiet for thirteen years, at the

end of which period, seeing that the power of the bc. 334.

Romans was growing formidable, they made a peace

and definite treaty with them.

XIII. They abided by this treaty for thirty years :

but at that time, alarmed by a tlireatening movement

on the part of the Transalpine tribes, and fearing b.c. 29a.

that a dangerous war was imminent, they diverted

the attack of the invading horde from themselves

by presents and appeals to their ties of kindred, but

incited them to attack the Romans, joining in the

expedition themselves. They directed their march

through Etruria, and were joined by the Etruscans

;

the combined armies, after taking a great quantity of

booty, got safely back from the Roman territory.

But when they got home, they quarrelled over the

division of the spoil, and in the end destroyed most of

it, as well as the flower of their own force. This is

the way of the Galatae when they have appropriated

their neighbours' property ; and it mostly arises from

brutal drunkenness and intemperate feeding. In the

fourth year after this, the Sanmites and Galatae made a Romans

league, gave the Romans battle in the neighbourhood b!c!^297,'"^

of Camertium, and slew a large number. Incensed

at this defeat the Romans marched out a few days

afterwards, and with two Consular armies engaged

the enemy in the territory of Sentinum ; and, having

killed a large number of them, forced the survivors

^ For the events from B.C. 297 to B.C. 225 see Livy, infra vol. ii., who here

gives more detailed and valuable information than is to be found in Polybius.
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to retreat in hot haste each to his own land. Again, and in

c 283 •

after another interval of ten years, the Galatae besieged

Arretinm with a great army, and the Romans went

to the assistance of tlie town, and were beaten in an

engagement under its walls. The praetor Lucius

having fallen in this battle, Manius Curius was

appointed in his place. The ambassadors, sent by

him to treat with the Galatae for the prisoners, were

treacherously murdered by them. At this the Romans,

in high wTath, sent an expedition against them, which

was met by the tribe called the Senones. In a pitched but defeat the

• 1 Senones and
battle the army of the Senones was cut to pieces, and coioniso Sena.

the rest of the tribe expelled from the country, into

which the Romans sent the first colony which they

ever planted in Gaul—namely, the town of Sena, so

called from the tribe of Galatae which formerly in-

habited it. This is the town which I named before

as lying on the coast at the extremity of the plains

of the Po.

XIV. Seeing the expulsion of the Senones, and

fearing the same fate for themselves, the Boii made a

general levy, summoned the Etruscans to join them,

and set out to war. They mustered their forces near

the lacus Vadimonis, and there gave theRomans battle, b.c. 283.

in which the Etruscans indeed suffered a loss of more

than half their men, while scarcely any of the Boii Bou defeated,

escaped. But yet in the very next year the same two

nations joined forces once more ; and, arming even b.c. 282.

those of them who had only just reached manhood,

again gave the Romans battle ; and it was not until
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tliey had been utterly defeated in this engagement

that they humbled themselves so far as to send

ambassadors to Home and make a treaty.

These events took place in the third year before

Pyrrhus crossed into Italy, and in the fifth before the

destruction of theG alatae at Delphi. For at this period

fortune seems to have plagued the Galatae with a kind

of epidemic of war. But the Romans gained two

most important advantages from these events. First,

their constant defeats at the hands of the Galatae had

inured them to the worst that could befall them
;

and so, wdien they had to fight with Pyrrhus, they came

to the contest like trained and experienced gladiators.

And in the secondplace, they had crushed the insolence

of the Galatae just in time to allow them to give an

undivided attention, first to the war w^th Pyn-hus

for the possession of Italy, and then to the war with

Carthage for the supremacy in Sicily.

XV. After these defeats the Galatae maintained

an unbroken peace with Rome for forty-five years.

But when the generation who had witnessed the

actual struggle had passed away, and a younger

generation had taken their places, filled with unre-

flecting hardihood, and ignorant of any suffering or

reverse, they began, as was natural, to disturb the

settlement ; and on the one hand to allow trifling

causes to exasperate them against Rome, and on the

other to invite the Alpme Galatae to join the fray.

At first these intrigues were carried on by their chiefs

without the knowledge of their tribesmen ; and
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accordingly, wlien an armed liost of Transalpine Galatae

arrived at Ariniinum, the Boii were suspicious ; and

forming a conspiracy against theirown leaders, as well as

against the new-comers, they put their own two kings

Atis and Galatus to death, and cut each other to pieces

in a pitched battle. Just then the Romans, alarmed at

the threatened invasion, had dispatched an army;

but learning that the Galatae had committed this act Romans

of self-destruction, it returned home again. In the Picenum

fifth year after this alarm, in the consulship of Marcus

Aemilius Lepidus, the Romans divided among their

citizens the territory of Picenum, from which they had

ejected the Senones when they conquered them : a

democratic measure introduced by Gains Flaminius,

and a poUcy which we must pronomice to have been

the first step in the demorahsation of the people, as

well as the cause of the next Gallic war. For many
of the Galatae, and especially the Boii whose lands

were coterminous with the territory of the Romans,

entered upon that war from the conviction that the

object of Rome in her wars with them was no longer

supremacy and empire over them, but their total

expulsion and destruction.

XVI. Accordingly the two most extensive tribes. This leads

the Insubres and Boii, jointly dispatched messengers bx-.Tsi."^

to the tribes living about the Alps, and on the Rhone,

who, from a word which means ' serving for hire,' ^ are

called Gaesatae. To their kings Concolitanus and

Anercetes they offered a large sum of gold on the

* This etymology is fanciful ; vide Glossary suh voc.
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spot ; and, for the future, pointed out to them the

greatness of the wealth of Rome, and all the riches of

which they would become possessed, if they took it.

In these attempts to inflame their cupidity and induce

them to join the expedition against Rome they easily

succeeded. For they added to the above arguments

pledges of their own alHance ; and reminded them of

the campaign of their own ancestors in which they had

seized Rome itself, and had been masters of all it

contained, as well as the city itself, for seven months
;

and had at last evacuated it of their own free will, and

restored it as an act of free grace, returning uncon-

quered and scatheless with the booty to their own

land. These arguments made the leaders so eager

for the expedition, that there never came from any

other part of Gaul a larger host, or one consisting

of more notable warriors. Meanwhile, the Romans,

informed of what was coming, partly by report and

partly by conjecture, were in such a state of constant

alarm and excitement, that they hurriedly enrolled

legions, collected supphes, and sent out their forces

to the frontier, as though the enemy were already in

their territory, before the Galatae had stirred from

their own lands.

It was this movement of the Galatae that, more

than anything else, helped the Carthaginians to consoli-

date their power in Iberia. For the Romans, as I have

said, looked upon the Celtic question as the more

pressing one of the two, as it was so near home
;

and in their anxiety to settle it satisfactorily first,
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were forced to connive at wliat was going on in Iberia.

Having, therefore, put their relations with the

Carthagmians on a safe footing by the treaty with

Hasdrubal, which I spoke of a short time back, they

gave an undivided attention to the Celtic war, con-

vinced that their interests demanded that a decisive

battle should be fought with them.

XVII. The Gaesatae, then, having collected their b.c. 225.

forces, crossed the Alps and descended into the

valley of the Po with a formidable army, furnished

with a variety of armour, in the eighth year after the

distribution of the lands of Picenum. The Insubres

and Boii remained loyal to the agreement they had

made with them : but the Veneti and Cenomani,

being induced by embassies from Rome to take the

Roman side, the Celtic kings were obliged to leave a

portion of their forces behind, to guard against an

invasion of their territory by those tribes. They

themselves, with their main army, consisting of one

hmidred and fifty thousand foot, and twenty thousand

horse and chariots, struck camp and started on their

march through Etruria in high spirits. As soon as

it was known at Rome that the Celts had crossed the

Alps, one of the consuls, Lucius Aemihus Papus,

was sent with an army to Ariminum to guard against

the passage of the enemy, and one of the praetors into

Etruria : for the other consul. Gains Atilius Regulus,

happened to be in Sardinia with his legions. There

was widespread panic in Rome, for the danger

threatening them was beheved to be great and
2



196 MONUMENTA HISTOEICA CELTICA

€7€€. '- he €, en irepi€€ <;. 86 ? avaipepovTe'i euvoiav', ? '

elvat irapyiyyeWov , he -/? ' ev

\<;, ^? elhevat 7\<;- . Be €\
e^n,Be6o 7\€€ ovBei^ vovee TrpoTepov. -

'eo ' ' «-
yap ^ olove

', rjyoDvTO^ ovBe irepl

yeovLa yiveaOai //, Trepl

evtov', BwTrep 7apayyeXoevot.
(. 23.)

XVIII." Be eir yevaL epyv'ee ^pyav eVt^eV^ai€,€ eVt

aeo 7poee eyo-7€€ ', e -
ev TOTe€.
ea',
Be €' Be ', '



POLYBIUS 197

formidable. And naturally so : for the old fear of

the Galatae had never been eradicated from their

minds. No one thought of anything else : they

were incessantly occupied in mustering the legions,

and enrolhng new ones, and in ordering up such of

the alhes as were ready for service. The proper

magistrates were appomted to give in a hst of all

citizens of mihtary age; that it might at once be

known to what the total of available forces amomited.

And such store of corn, and darts, and other mihtary

equipments were collected as no one could remember

on any former occasion. From every side assistance

was eagerly rendered ; for the inhabitants of Italy, in

their terror at the Gallic invasion, no longer regarded

the matter as a question of alhance with Rome, or as

a war undertaken to support Eoman supremacy, but

each people looked upon it as a danger menacing

themselves, their own city and territory. The re-

sponse to the Roman appeal therefore was prompt.

XVIII. But that we may know from facts how

great the power was which Hannibal subsequently strength of

ventured to attack, and what a mighty empire he forces:

faced, when he succeeded in inflicting upon the

Roman people the most severe disasters, I must now
state the strength of the forces they could at that

time bring mto the field. The two consuls had

marched out with four legions, each consisting of

five thousand two hundred infantry and three hundred

ca\'-alry. Besides this there were with each consul

alhes to the number of thirty thousand infantry and

150,000 foot,

GOOO horse,

and 770,000
reserve men.



198 MONIJMENTA HISTOEICA CELTICA

' e'/i ) eh ', iTnreh el<; €\<,, '; -
€<; eirl <;,' <;" ,' <;,€

OiieveToi ' <; ''
€7 ', €\€ ?

'^ <;•
iv' iv, ,'8, ,

''' '

' ,%, ',^' ,
',, ' €

'• ,
fcal ,, -•' , '



POLYBIUS 199

two thousand cavalry. Of Sabines and Etruscans,

too, there had come to Home, for that special occasion,

four thousand horse and more than fifty thousand

foot. These were formed into an army and sent in

advance into Etruria, under the command of one of

the praetors. Moreover, the Umbrians and Sarsinatae,

hill tribes of the Apennine district, w^re collected

to the number of twenty thousand ; and with them

were twenty thousand Veneti and Cenomani. These

were stationed on the frontier of the Gallic territory,

that they might divert the attention of the invaders,

by making an incursion into the lands of the Boii.

These were the forces guarding the frontier. In

Rome itself, ready as a reserve against the accidents

of war, there remained twenty thousand foot and three

thousand horse of citizens, and thirty thousand foot

and two thousand horse of the allies. Lists of men

for service had also been returned : of Latins eighty

thousand foot and five thousand horse ; of Samnites

seventy thousand foot and seven thousand horse ; of

lapygians and Messapians together fifty thousand foot

and sixteen thousand horse ; and of Lucanians thirty

thousand foot and three thousand horse ; of Marsi,

and Marrucini, and Ferentani, and Vestini, twenty

thousand foot and four thousand horse. And besides

these, there w^ere in reserve in Sicily and Tarentum

two legions, each of which consisted of about four

thousand two hundred foot, and two hundred horse.

Of the Romans and Campanians the total of those put

on the roll was two hundred and fifty thousand foot
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and twenty-three thousand horse ; so that the grand

total of the forces actually defending Rome was over

150,000 foot, 6000 cavahy : and of the meii able to

bear arms, Romans and alhes, over 700,000 foot

and 70,000 horse ; while Hannibal, when he invaded

Italy, had less than 20,000 to i^ut against this immense

force.

XIX. There be another opportunity of

treating the subject in greater detail ; for the present

I must return to the Celts. Having entered Etruria,

they began their march tlrrough the country, devastat-

ing it as they chose, and without any hindrance ; and

finaUy directed their course against Rome itself. But

when they were encamped under the walls of Clusium,

Avhich is three days' march from Rome, news was

brought them that the Roman forces, which were on

duty in Etruria, were following on their rear and

were close upon them ; upon which they turned

back against them, eager to give them battle. The Romans

two armies came in sight of each other about sunset, Faesuiae.

and encamped for the night a short distance apart.

But vhen night fell, the Celts ht their watch-fires

;

and leaving their cavalry on the ground, with in-

structions that, as soon as daylight made them

visible to the enemy, they should follow by the same

route, they made a secret retreat along the road

to Faesuiae, and took up their position there ; that

they might be joined by their own cavalry, and might

disconcert the attack of the enemy. Accordingly,

when at daybreak the Romans saw that the cavalry

.c. 22Ci
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were alone, tliey believed that the Celts had fled, and

hastened ki pursuit of the retreating horse ; but

when they approached the spot where the enemy were

stationed, the Celts suddenly left their position and

fell upon them. The struggle was at first maintained

with fury on both sides, but the courage and superior

numbers of the Celts eventually gave them the victory.

No less than six thousand Romans fell; while the

rest fled, most of whom made their way to a certain

strongly fortified height, and there remained. The

first impulse of the Celts was to besiege them, but

they were worn out by the previous night's march, and

all the suffering and fatigue of the day ; leaving there-

fore a detachment of cavalry to keep guard round the

hill, they hastened to procure rest and refreshment*

resolving to besiege the fugitives next day unless they

voluntarily surrendered.

XX. But meanwhile Lucius Aemihus, who had

been stationed on the coast of the Adriatic at Arimi-

num, having been informed that the Celts had entered

Etruria and were approaching Rome, set off to the

rescue ; and after a rapid march appeared on the

scene just at the critical moment. He pitched his

camp close to the enemy ; and the fugitives on the

hill seeing his watch-fires, and understanding what

had happened, quickly recovered their courage and

sent some of their men unarmed to make their way

through the forest and tell the consul what had

occurred. This news left the consul, as he thought,

no alternative but to fight. He therefore ordered the



204 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA, iirl. '';

^.
\Jv 8 '''— yap,, ,,' 8, ,'8^, '^, ,' ^•
^ ^'^ ,,^ Sia ', ^88 ,,\.

(. 26.)

XXI. ^ -^ ,., '



POLYBIUS 205

tribunes to lead out the infantry at daybreak, while he,

taking command of the cavahy, led the way towards

the hill. The Galhc chieftains, too, had seen his watch-

fires, and understood that the enemy was come ; and

at once held a coimcil of war. The advice of King

Aneroestes was, ' that seeing the amount of booty

they had taken,—an incalculable quantity indeed of

captives, cattle, and other spoil,—they had better not

run the risk of another engagement, but return home

in safety ; and having disposed of this booty, and freed

themselves from its incumbrance, return, if they

thought good, to make another determined attack

on Kome.' Having resolved to folloV the advice of

Aneroestes in the present juncture, the chiefs broke

up their night coimcil, and before daybreak struck

camp, and marched through Etruria by the road

which follows the coast of the Ligurian bay : while

Lucius, having taken off the renmant of the army from

the hill, and combined it with his own forces, came

to the decision that it would not be by any means

advantageous to offer the enemy regular battle ; but

that it was better to dog their footsteps, watching for

favourable times and places at which to inflict damage

upon them, or wrest some of their booty from their

hands.

XXI. Just at that time the consul Gains Atihus Ceits defeated

had crossed from Sardinia, and having landed at
"^*"^^

225,

Pisae was on his way to Eome ; and therefore he

and the enemy were advancing to meet each other.

When the Celts were at Telamon in Etruria, their
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advanced guard fell in with that of Gains, and the

men being made prisoners informed the consul, in

answer to questions, of what had taken place ; and

told him that both the armies were in the neighbour-

hood : namely, that of the Celts, and that of Lucius

close upon their rear. Though somewhat disturbed

at the events which he thus learnt. Gains regarded

the situation as a hopeful one, when he considered

that the Celts were on the road between two hostile

armies. He therefore ordered the tribunes to marshal

the legions and to advance at the ordinary pace, and

in Hne as far as the breadth of the ground permitted
;

while he himself, having surveyed a piece of rising

groimd which commanded the road, and under which

the Celts must march, took his cavaby with him and

hurried on to seize the eminence, and so begin the

battle in person ; convinced that by those means he

would get the principal credit of the action for himself.

At first the Celts, not knowing anything about the

presence of Gains Atilius, but supposing from what

was taking place that the cavalry of Aemihus had out-

marched them in the night, and were seizing the points

of vantage in the van of their route, immediately

detached some cavalry and light armed troops to

dispute the possession of this eminence. But having

shortly afterwards learnt the truth about the presence

of Gains from a prisoner who was brought in, they

hurriedly got their infantry into position, and drew

them up so as to face each way, some, that is, to the

front and others to the rear. For they knew that one
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army was following on their rear, and they expected

from the intelligence that had reached them, and

from what they saw actually occm-ring, that they

would have to meet another on their front.

XXII. Aemilius had heard of the landing of the

legions at Pisae, but had not expected them to be

already so far on their road ; but the struggle for the

eminence showed him that the two armies were quite

close. He accordingly dispatched his horse at once

to support the struggle for the possession of the hill,

while he marshalled his foot in their usual order, and

advanced to attack the enemy who barred his way.

The Celts had stationed the Alpine tribe of the

Gaesatae to face their enemies on the rear, and behind

them the Insubres ; on their front they had placed the

Taurisci, and the Cispadane tribe of the Boii, facing

the legions of Gains. Their wagons and chariots

they placed on the extreme of both wings, while the

booty they massed upon one of the hills that skirted

the road, under the protection of a guard. The army

of the Celts was thus double-faced. Their mode of

marshalhng their forces was effective as well as

calculated to inspire terror. The Insubres and Boii Appearance

were clothed in their breeches and light cloaks ; but

the Gaesatae from vanity and bravado threw these

garments away, and fell in in front of the army naked,

with nothing but their arms ; beUeving that, as the

ground was in parts encumbered with brambles,

which might possibly catch in their clothes and im-

pede the use of their weapons, they would be more
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effective in this state. At first the only actual

fighting was that for the possession of the hill ; and

the numbers of the cavalry, from, all three armies,

that had joined in the struggle made it a conspicuous

sight for all. In the midst of it the consul Gains

fell, fighting with reckless bravery in the tliick of the

battle, and his head was brought to the king of the

Celts. The Roman cavalry, however, continued the

struggle with spirit, and finally won the position and

overpowered their opponents. Then the foot also

came to close quarters. It was surely a singular and

surprising battle to witness, and scarcely less so to

hear described.

XXIII. A battle, to begin with, in which three

distinct armies were engaged, must have presented a

strange and unusual appearance, and must have been

fought under strange and imusual conditions. Again,

it must have seemed to a spectator open to question

whether the position of the Celts was the most

dangerous conceivable, from being between two attack-

ing forces ; or the most favourable, as enabhng them

to meet both armies at once, while their own two

divisions afforded each other a mutual support

;

and, above all, as putting retreat out of the question,

or any hope of safety except in victory. For this

is the pecuhar advantage of having an army facing in

both direction s. TheRoman s, on the other hand, while

encouraged by having got their enemy between two Appearance

of their own armies, were at the same time dismayed battle,

by the ornaments and clamour of the Celtic host.
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For there were among them such innumerable horns

and trumpets, which were being hhwn at the same

time from all parts of their army, and their cries were

so loud and piercing, that the noise seemed to come

not from human voices and trumpets but from the

whole country-side at once. Not less terrifying was

the appearance and rapid movement of the naked

warriors in the van, which showed men in the prime

of their strength and beauty : while all the warriors

in the front ranks were richly adorned in gold neck-

laces and bracelets. These sights certainly dismayed

the Komans ; still the hope they gave of a profitable

victory redoubled their eagerness for the battle.

XXIV. When the men who were armed with the

'pilum advanced in front of the legions, in accordance

with the regular method of Eoman warfare, and hurled

their 'pila in rapid and effective volleys, the inner

ranks of the Celts found their jerkins and leather

breeches of great service ; but to the naked men in

the front ranks this unexpected mode of attack caused

great distress and discomfiture. For the Gallic

shields not being big enough to cover the man, the

larger the naked body the more certainty was there

of the jnlum hitting. And at last, not being able to Their

retaliate, for the pilum-throAvers were out of reach,

and their weapons kept poming in, some of them,

in the extremity of their distress and helplessness,

threw themselves with desperate courage and reckless

violence upon the enemy, and thus met a volmitary

death ; while others gave ground step by step towards
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their own friends, wliom they threw into confusion by

this manifest acknowledgment of their panic. Thus

the courage of the Gaesatae had broken down before

the prehminary attack of the filum. But when the

throwers of it had rejoined their ranks, and the whole

Roman line charged, the Insubres, Boii, and Taurisci

received the attack, and maintained a desperate

hand-to-hand fight. Though almost cut to pieces,

they held their ground with unabated courage, in

spite of the fact that man for man, as well as collec-

tively, they were inferior to the Romans in point of

arms. The shields and swords of the latter vere

proved to be manifestly superior for defence and

attack, for the Galhc sword can only deliver a

cut, but cannot thrust. And when, besides, the

Roman horse charged down from the high ground

on their flank, and attacked them vigorously,

the infantry of the Celts were cut to pieces on

the field, while their horse turned and fled.

XXV. Forty thousand of them were slain, and

quite ten thousand taken prisoners, among whom
was one of their kings, Concolitanus ; the other king. Suicide of

Aneroestes, fled with a few followers, joined a few chieftain

of his people in escaping to a place of security, and *"*^ ^^^^^'

there put an end to his own hfe and that of his

friends. Lucius Aemihus, the surviving consul, col-

lected the spoils of the slain and sent them to Rome,

and restored the property taken by the Galatae

to its owners. Then taking command of the legions,

he marched along the frontiers of Liguria, and made



216 MONUMENTA HISTOEICA CELTICA

78 , ev 6\iyai<i, { ' ^, ^ ,'€ .
8, ^,' '-, TldSov,

}s.Uvtov ^.' ', /?,-,, '
(. 31.)

^.^, -
'^'^ ^ <-\
/?

' Otliers, considering this march too long, read . . .

/tfi/Tiay. It seems impossible that the Roman march should have cxr

tended to Marseilles.



POLYBIUS 217

a raid upon the territory of the Boii ; and having

satisfied the desires of the legions with phmder,

returned with his forces to Kome in a few days'

march. There he adorned the Capitol with the

captured standards and necklaces, which are gold

chains worn by the Galatae round their necks ; but

the rest of the spoils, and the captives, he converted

to the benefit of his own estate and to the adornment

of his triumph.

Thus was the most formidable Celtic invasion

repelled, which had been regarded by all Itahans, and

especially by the Eomans, as a danger of the utmost

gravity. The victory inspired the Romans with the

hope that they might be able to entirely expel the Celts

from the valley of the Po : and accordingly the consuls

of the next year, Quintus Fulvius Flaccus and Titus

Manhus Torquatus, were both sent out with their Result of

legions, and military preparations on a large scale, victory,

against them. By a rapid attack they terrified the ^-^- 22*•

Boii into making submission to Rome ; but the

campaign had no other practical effect, because,

during the rest of it, there was a season of excessive

rains, and an outbreak of pestilence in the army.

XXVI. The consuls for the next year, however,

Pubhus Furius Philus and Caius Flaminius, once more

invaded the Celtic lands, marching through the territory

of the Anares, who lived not far from Marseilles. 1

Having secured the friendship of this tribe, they b.c. 223.

crossed into the country of the Insubres, near the

confluence of the Adda and Po. They suffered some
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annoyance from the enemy, as they were crossing the

river, and as they were pitching their camp, and

after remaining for a short time, they made terms

with the Insubres and left their comitry. After a

circuitous march of several days they crossed the

river Chiese, and came into the territory of the

Cenomani. As these people were alhes of Rome,

they reinforced the army with some of their men,

which then descended once more from the Alpine

regions into the plains belonging to the Insubres, and

began laying waste their land and plundering their

houses. The Insubrian chiefs, seeing that nothing insubrfans

could change the determination of the Romans to desperate.

destroy them, determined that they had better try

their fortime in a great and decisive battle. They

therefore mustered all their forces, took down from

the temple of Minerva the golden standards, which are

called ' the immovables,' and having made other

necessary preparations, in high spirits and in formid-

able array, encamped to the number of fifty thousand

opposite to their enemies. Seeing themselves thus

outnumbered, the Romans at first determined to

avail themselves of the forces of the alHed Celtic

tribes ; but when they reflected on the fickle character

of the Galatae, and that they were about to fight an

enemy of the same race as these auxihary troops,

they hesitated to associate such men with themselves,

at a crisis of such danger, and in an action of such

importance. However, they finally decided on this

plan. They themselves stayed on the side of the river
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defect in the arms of their dreaded foes : on the contrary, Pliny quotes

from Vario that a Helvetian, named Helicon, resided in Rome teaching

the industrial arts of liis native land. Archeologists are agreed that the

Celtic swords, &c. of La Tene are of excellent iron. So are all those

to be seen in our museums. S. Reina-jh attempted to distort some Celtic

swords in the Mrsee de Saint-Germain, but found that no amount of

percussion that a man could apply was sufficient to bend these swords.

How, then, was so careful a writer as Polybius misled ? We know that

the Celts settled in the Cisalpine, circa 1000 B.C. (see supra, p. 178,

note 1). In their cemeteries, and in the cemeteries of these Celts all over

Europe, we find many examples of bent swords. Polybius visited the

Cisalpine after the Roman colonisation consequent on the defeat of

the Celts related above. The Romans, after the fashion of colonists, ran-

sacked the graves, &c. of the country. In them they found many bent

swords.i_The graves and swords were attributed to their recently defeated
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next tlie enemy : and sending the Celtic contingents to

the other side, they pulled up the bridges ; which at

once precluded any fear of danger from them, and left

themselves no hope of safety except in victory ; the

impassable river being thus in their rear. These

dispositions made, they were ready to engage.

XXVII. The Romans are thought to have shown

uncommon skill in this battle ; the tribunes instructed

the troops hoV they were to conduct themselves both

collectively and individually. They had learned

from former engagements that Gallic tribes were

always most formidable at the first onslaught, before

their courage was at all damped by a check ; and

that the swords with which they were furnished, as I

have mentioned before, could only give one downward

cut with any effect, but that after this the edges got inferior

so turned, and the blade so bent, that unless they cliL''
° '

had time to straighten them with their foot against

the ground, they could not deliver a second blow.

The tribunes therefore gave out the spears of the

Triarii, who are the last of the three ranks, to the

first ranks, or Hastati ; and ordering the men to use

their swords only, after their spears were done

with, they charged the Celts full in front. When the

Celts had rendered their swords useless by the first

blows dehvered on the spears, the Romans closed

foes of the second Celtic invasion. Polybius, who was shown these swords,

also assigned them to the same source ; for all memory of the first Celtic

settlers had been lost. Why were these swords bent ? They were in-

ientionally bent in obedience to the same rite that commanded the Greeks

to place broken vases beside their dead. Cf. Reinach, L'Anthropologie,

1906, pp. 321-336.
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with them, and rendered them quite helpless by

preventing them from raising their hands to strike

with their swords, which is their characteristic and

only stroke, because their blade has no point. The

Romans, on the contrary, having excellent points to

their swords, used them not only to cut but to thrust

;

and by thus repeatedly hitting the breasts and faces

of the enemy, they eventually killed the greater

number of them. And this was due to the foresight

of the tribunes : for the consul Flaminius is thought

to have made a strategic mistake in his arrangements

for this battle. For by drawing up his men along

the very brink of the river, he rendered impossible a

manoeuvre characteristic of Roman tactics, for he

left the lines no room for their plan of retrograde

movements ; for if, in the course of the battle, the

men had been forced ever so little from their ground,

they would have been obliged, through this blunder

of their leaders, to throw themselves into the river.

However, the valour of the soldiers secured them a insubrians

brilhant victory, as I have said, and they returned to

Rome with abundance of booty of every kind, and of

trophies stripped from the enemy.

XXVIII. Next year, upon embassies coming Romans
. .

renew war.

from the Celts desiring peace and making unlimited b.c. 222.

ofiers of submission, the new consuls, Marcus

Claudius Marcellus and Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio

Calvus, were urgent that no peace should be granted

them. Thus frustrated, they determined to try a

last chance, and once more took active measures to
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hire thirty thousand Gaesatae—the Gallic tribe

which Hves on the Rhone. Having secured these,

they held themselves in readiness, and waited for the

attack of their enemies. At the beginning of spring

the consuls assumed command of their forces, and

marched them into the territory of the Insubres
;

and there encamped under the walls of the city of

Acerrae, which hes between the Po and the Alps, and

laid siege to it. The Insubres, being unable to render

any assistance, because all the positions of vantage

had been seized by the enemy first, and being yet

very anxious to raise the siege of Acerrae, detached a

portion of their forces to effect a division by crossing

the Po and laying siege to Clastidium. Intelligence

of this movement being brought to the consuls,

Marcus Claudius, taking with him his cavalry and

some hght infantry, made a forced march to reheve

the besieged inhabitants. When the Celts heard of

his approach they raised the siege; and, marching

out to meet him, offered him battle. At first they

held their ground against a furious charge of cavalry

which the Roman consul launched at them; but

when they presently found themselves surrounded

by the enemy on their rear and flank, unable to

maintain the fight any longer, they fled before the

cavaby ; and many of them were driven into the river,

and were swept away by the stream, though the larger

number were cut down by their enemies. Acerrae

also, richly stored with corn, fell into the hands of the

Romans: the Galataehavingevacuated it, andretired to
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Mediolanum, which is the most commanding position

in the territory of the Insubres. Gnaeus followed

them closely, and suddenly appeared at Mediolanum.

The Galatae at first did not stir ; but upon his starting

upon his return march to Acerrae, they salHed forth,

and having boldly attacked his rear, killed a good

many men, and even drove a part of it into flight

;

until Gnaeus recalled some of his vanguard, and urged

them to stand and engage the enemy. The Koman
soldiers obeyed orders, and offered a vigorous resistance

to the attacking party. The Celts, encouraged by

their success, held their ground for a certain time with

some gallantry, but before long turned and fled to the

neighbouring mountains. Gnaeus followed them,

wasting the country as he went, and took Mediolanum

by assault. After this the chiefs of the Insubres, Milan taken.

despairing of safety, made a complete and absolute insubnana

. submit.

submission to Kome.

XXIX. Such was the end of the Celtic war, which End of the

for the desperate determination and boldness of the
^^^"

^
^

Gallic tactics

enemy, for the obstinacy of the battles fought, and for criticised.

the number of those who fell and of those who were

engaged, is second to none recorded in history, but

which, regarded as a specimen of scientific strategy,

is utterly contemptible. The Galatae showed no power

of planning or carrying out a campaign, and in every-

thing they did were swayed by impulse rather than

by sober calculation. As I have seen these tribes,

after a short struggle, utterly ejected from the valley of

the Po, Ytdth the exception of some few locaHties lying

Q 2
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close to the Alps, I tlioiiglit I ought not to allow their

original attack upon Italy to pass unrecorded, any

more than their subsequent attempts, or their final

ejection.

XXX. Our narrative now returns to Hasdrubal, b.o. 229-221.

• . f
Carthaginian

whom we left m command of the Carthagmian forces policy in

in Iberia. After eight years' command in that country,

he was assassinated in his own house at night by a

certain Celt in revenge for some private wrong. Before

his death he had done much to strengthen the

Carthaginian influence in Iberia, not so much by

mihtary achievements, as by the friendly relations he

maintained with the native princes.

XXXI. As soon as Hannibal had taken over the »•^• 221

command, he set out to subdue the tribe of the

Olcades ; and, having arrived before their most

formidable city Althaea, he pitched his camp under

its walls ; and by a series of energetic and formidable

assaults succeeded before long in taking it : by which

exploit the rest of the tribe were overawed into

submission to Carthage.

XXXII. Next summer he set out on another b.c. 220.

expedition against the Vaccaei,i i^ which he took Sal-

mantica by assault, but only succeeded in storming

Arbucala, owing to the size of the town and the

valom' of its inhabitants, after a laborious siege.

After this he suddenly found himself in a position of

great danger on his return march—being set upon by

' The Vaccaei dwelt around the districts now covered by the provinces

of Salamanca and Zamora. Vide Revue Celiique, xv. p. 30.
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the Carpesii, the strongest tribe in those parts, who

were joined also by neighbouring tribes, excited

principally by refugees of the Olcades, but roused

also to great wrath by those who escaped from

Salmantica.

XXXIII. Though Hannibal had taken every pre- b.o. 219.

caution for the security of Libya and Iberia, he yet geeks aiuance

waited for the messengers whom he expected to arrive agaiLtRome.

from the Celts. He had thoroughly acquainted himself

with the fertihty and populousness of the districts at

the foot of the Alps and in the valley of the Po, as

well as with the warhke courage of the men ; but

most important of all, with their hostiHty towards

Eome derived from the previous war, which I have

described in my last book, with the express pur-

pose of enabhng my readers to follow my narrative.^

He therefore reckoned very much on the chance of

their co-operation ; and was careful to send messengers

to the chiefs of the Celts, whether dwelhng actually on

the Alps or on the Itahan side of them, with unhmited

promises ; because he believed he would be able to

confine the war against Eome to Italy, if he could make

his way through the intervening difficulties to those

parts, and avail himself of the active aUiance of the

Celts. When his messengers returned with the report

that the Celts were ready to help him and all eagerness

for his approach, and that the passage of the Alps,

though laborious and difficult, was not, however,

impossible, he collected his forces from their winter

quarters at the approach of spring. b.c. 21 8.
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XXXIV. From Narbo is the district occupied by

the Celts as far as the Pyrenees, stretching con-

tinuously from the IMediterranean to the Mare

Externum.

XXXV. At this period the Carthaginians were

masters of the whole Mediterranean coast of Libya

from the Altars of Philaenus, opposite the Great

Syrtis, to the Pillars of Hercules, a seaboard of over

sixteen thousand stades. They had also crossed the

strait of the Pillars of Hercules, and got possession of

the whole seaboard of Iberia on the Mediterranean

as far as the Pyrenees, which separates the Iberes

from the Celts—that is, a distance of about eight

thousand stades.

XXXVI. While Hannibal was thus engaged in b.c. 218.

effecting a passage over the Pjnrenees, where he was

greatly alarmed at the extraordinary strength of the

positions occupied by the Celts ; the Eomans, having

heard the unfavourable result of their embassy to

Carthage, and that Hannibal had crossed the Iber

earher than they expected, at the head of an army,

voted to send Pubhus Cornehus Scipio with his legions

into Iberia, and Tiberius Sempronius Longus into

Libya. And while the consuls were engaged in hasten-

ing on the enrolment of their legions and other mihtary

preparations, the people were active in bringing

to completion the colonies which they had already

voted to send into Gaul. They accordingly caused the piacenii^ and

fortification of these towns to be pushed on energeti-
^^'^™°^^•

cally, and ordered the colonists to be in residence within
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thirty days : six thousand having been assigned to

each colony. One of these colonies was on the south

bank of the Po, and was named Placentia ; the other

on the north bank and called Cremona. But no sooner

had these colonies been formed, than the Boian Galatae, Hannibal.

who had long been lying in wait to throw off the

loyalty to Rome, but had up to that time lacked an

opportunity, encouraged by the news that reached

them of Hannibal's approach, revolted ; thus aban-

doning the hostages they had given at the end of the

war described in my last book. The ill-feehng still

remaining towards Rome enabled them to induce the

Insubres to join in the revolt, and the united tribes

swept over the territory recently allotted by the

Romans, and following close on the track of the flying

colonists, laid siege to the Roman colony of Mutina,

in which the fugitives had taken refuge. Amo"ng

them were the triumviri or ' three commissioners
'

who had been sent out to allot the lands ; of whom
one—Gains Lutatius—was an ex-consul and the

other two ex-praetors. These men havhig demanded

a parley with the enemy, the Boii ' consented ; but

treacherously seized them upon their leaving the town,

hoping through them to recover their hostages.

The praetor Lucius Manhus was on guard in the

district with an army ; as soon as he heard what had

happened, he advanced with all speed to the rehef of

Mutina. But the Boii, having received intelligence of

his approach, prepared an ambuscade; and as soon

as his army had entered a certain wood, they rushed
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out upon it from every side and killed a large number

of his men. At first the survivors fled with precipita-

tion : but having gained some higher ground, they

ralhed sufficiently to enable them with much difficulty

to effect an honourable retreat. Even so, the Boii

followed close upon their heels, and besieged them in a

place called the village of Tannes.^ When the news

arrived at Rome, that the fourth legion was surrounded

and closely besieged by the Boii, the people with all

haste dispatched the legions which had been voted to

Consul Publius, to their reHef, under the command of

a praetor ; and ordered the consul to enrol two more

legions for himself from the allies.

Such was the position of Celtic affairs from the

beginning to the arrival of Hannibal ; thus com-

pleting the course of events which I have already

had occasion to describe.

XXXVII. These arrangementsmade, hesummoned Ci^aipine

a meeting of his army and introduced Magilus and Hannibal.

the other chiefs who had come to him from the valley

of the Po, and caused them to announce to the whole

army, through an interpreter, the resolutions passed

by their tribes. The points which were the strongest

encouragement to the army were, first, the actual

appearance of envoys inviting them to come, and

promising to take part in the war with Rome

;

secondly, the confidence inspired by their promise

to guide them by a route where they would be abun-

dantly supphed with necessaries, and which would
lead them^ with speed and safety into Italy ; and,
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lastly, tlie fertility and vast extent of the country to

which they were going, and the friendly feelings of

the men with whose assistance they were going to

fight Rome.

XXXVIII. The Rhone rises in the north-west

of the Adriatic Gulf on the northern slopes of the

Alps, and flowing westward, i eventually discharges

itself into the Sardinian Sea. It flows for the most

part through a deep valley, to the north of which

lives the Celtic tribe of the Aedui 2 ; while its southern

side is entirely walled in by the northern slopes of

the Alps, the ridges of which, beginning at Marseilles

and extending to the head of the Adriatic, separate

it from the valley of the Po, of which I have already

had occasion to speak at length. It was these

mountains that Hannibal now crossed from the Rhone

vaUey into Italy.

XXXIX. Having in ten days' march accom- Transalpine

phshed a distance of 800 stades along the river bank, to^Hannfbil

Hannibalbegan the ascent of the Alps, and immediately

found himself involved in the most serious dangers.

For as long as the Carthaginians were on the plains,

the various chiefs of the Allobroges refrained from

attacking them for fear of their cavalry, as well as of

the Galatae who were escorting them. But when
these last departed back again to their own lands, and

Hannibal began to enter the mountainous region,

the chiefs of the Allobroges mustered large numbers

^ Tliese serioiw errors show thatPolybius had a very defective conception

of the geography of Western Europs.

2 So we translate "ApSuis.
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of tlieir tribe and occupied the points of vantage

in advance, on the route by which Hannibal's forces

were constrained to make their ascent. If they had

only kept their design secret, the Carthaginian army

would have been entirely destroyed ; as it was, their

plans became known, and though they did much

damage to Harmibal's army they suffered as much

themselves. For when the general learnt that the

natives were occupyingthe points of vantage, he halted

and pitched his camp at the foot of the pass, and sent

forward some of his Galhc guides to reconnoitre the

enemy and discover their plan of operations. The

order was obeyed : and he ascertained that it was the

enemy's practice to keep under arms and guard these

posts carefully during the day, but at night to retire

to some town in the neighbourhood. Hannibal

accordingly adapted his measures to this strategy

of the enemy. He marched forward in broad day-

light, and as soon as he came to the mountainous part

of the road, pitched his camp only a Httle way from

the enemy. At nightfall he gave orders for the

watch-fires to be ht, and leaving the main body

of his troops in the camp, and selecting the most

suitable of his men, he had them armed Hghtly, and

led them through the narrow parts of the road during

the night, and seized on the spots which had been

previously occupied by the enemy : they having,

according to their regular custom, abandoned them

for the nearest town.

XL. When day broke the natives saw what had
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taken place, and at first desisted from their attempts
;

but presently the sight of the immense string of

beasts of burden, and of the cavalry, slowly and

painfully making the ascent, tempted them to attack

the advancing Une. Accordingly they fell upon it

at many pomts at once ; and the Carthaginians

sustained severe losses, not so much at the hands of

the enemy as from the dangerous nature of the

ground, which proved especially fatal to the horses

and beasts of burden. For as the ascent was not only

narrow and rough, but flanked also with precipices,

at every movement which tended to throw the fine

into disorder, large numbers of beasts of burden were

hurled down the precipices with their loads on their

backs. And what added more than anything else to

this sort of confusion were the wounded horses ; for,

maddened by their womids, they either turned round

and ran into the advancing beasts of burden, or,

rushing furiously forward, dashed aside everything

that came in their way on the narrow path, and so

threw the whole Hne into disorder. Hannibal saw

what was taking place, and knowing that, even if they

escaped this attack, they would never survive the loss

of all their baggage, he took with him the men who
had seized the strongholds during the night and

went to the rehef of the advancing hne. Having

the advantage of charging the enemy from the higher

ground he inflicted a severe loss upon them, but

suffered also as severe a one in his own army ; for the

commotion in the line now grew worse, and in both
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directions at once—thanks to tlie shouting and

stmggHng of these combatants : and it was not until

he had killed the greater number of the Allobroges,

and forced the rest to fly to their own land, that the

remainder of the beasts of burden and the horses

got slowly, and with difficulty, over the dangerous

ground. Hannibal himself ralUed as many as he could

after the fight, and assaulted the town from which

the enemy had sallied ; and finding it almost deserted,

because its inhabitants had all been tempted out

by the hope of booty, he got possession of it : from

which he derived much advantage for the future as

well as for the present. The immediate gain consisted

of a large number of horses and beasts of burden, and

men taken with them ; and for future use he got a

supply of corn and cattle sufficient for two or three

days : but the most important result of all was

the terror inspired in the neighbouring tribes, which

prevented anyone of those who Hved near the

ascent from lightly venturing to meddle with him

again.

XLI. Here he pitched a camp and remained a day,

and started again. For the next three days he

accompHshed a certain amount of his journey without

accident. But on the fourth he again found himself

in serious danger. For the dwellers along his route,

having concerted a plan of treachery, met him with

branches and garlands, which among nearly all the

natives are signs of friendship, as the herald's staff

is among the Greeks. Hannibal was cautious about
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accepting these assurances, and took great pains to

discover what their real intention and purpose were.

The Celts, however, professed to be fully aware of the

capture of the town, and the destruction of those who

had attempted to do him wrong ; and explained that

those events had induced them to come, because they

wished neither to inflict nor receive any damage;

and finally promised to give him hostages. For a

long while Hannibal hesitated and refused to trust

their speeches. But at length coming to the con-

clusion that, if he accepted what was offered, he would

perhaps render the men before him less mischievous

and implacable—but that, if he rejected them, he

must expect undisguised hostiUty from them—he

acceded to their request, and feigned to accept their

offer of friendship. The Barbarians handed over

the hostages, supplied him liberally with cattle, and

in fact put themselves unreservedly into his hands

;

so that for a time Hannibars suspicions were allayed,

and he employed them as guides for the next difficulty

that had to be passed. They guided the army

for two days : and then these tribes collected

their numbers, and keeping close up with the

Carthaginians, attacked them just as they were

passing through a certain difficult and precipitous

gorge.

XLII. Hannibal's army would now have certainly "^^^ ^er

been utterly destroyed, had it not been for the fact

that his fears were still on the alert, and that, having

a prescience of what was to come, he had placed his
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baggage and cavalry in tlie van and his lioplites in

tlie rear. These latter covered his line, and were

able to stem the attack of the enemy, and accordingly

the disaster was less than it would otherwise have

been. As it was, however, a large number of beasts of

burden and horses perished ; for the advantage of the

higher ground being vith the enemy, the Celts moved

along the slopes parallel with the army below, and

by rolhng down boulders, or throwing stones, reduced

the troops to a state of the utmost confusion and

danger ; so that Hannibal with half his force was

obhged to pass the night near a certain white rock,

which afforded them protection, separated from his

horses and baggage which he was covering ; until

after a whole night's struggle they slowly and with

difficulty emerged from the gorge.

XLIII. Hannibal therefore bent his whole energies

to the restoration of the spirits and bodies of his men,

and of their horses also. When his army had thus

sufficiently recovered {from the effects of tlie passage

over tlie Alps), finding the Taurini, who lived immedi-

ately under the Alps, at war with the Insubres and

inchned to be suspicious of the Carthaginians,

Hannibal first invited them to terms of friendship and

alHance ; and, on their refusal, invested their chief

city and carried it after a three days' siege. Having

put to the sword all who had opposed him, he struck

such terror into the minds of the neighbouring tribes

that they all gave in their submission out of hand.

The other Celts inhabiting these plains were also eager
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to join tlie Carthaginians, according to their original

purpose ; but the Roman legions had by this time

advanced too far, and had intercepted the greater

part of them : they were therefore unable to stir,

and in some cases were even obhged to serve in the

Roman ranks. This determined Hannibal not to

delay his advance any longer, but to strike some blow

which might encourage those natives who were

desirous of sharing his enterprise.

XLIV. The manner in which Hannibal tried to Duel among
Celts.

encourage his army was this. He mustered his men

and caused some youthful prisoners, whom he had

caught when they were attempting to hinder his

march on the Alpine passes, to be brought forward.

They had been subjected to very great severities

with this very object, loaded with heavy chains,

half-starved, and their bodies a mass of bruises from

scourging. Hannibal caused these men to be placed

in the middle of the army, and some suits of Gallic

armour, such as are worn by their kings when they

fight in single combat, to be exhibited ; in addition to

these he placed there some horses, and brought in

some valuable mihtary cloaks. He then asked these

young prisoners, which of them were wilhng to do

combat on condition of the conqueror taking these

prizes, and the vanquished escaping all his present

miseries by death. Upon their all answering with a

loud shout that they were anxious to engage in these

single combats, he bade them draw lots ; and the pair,

on whom the first lot fell, to put on the armour and



252 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

o'l , ^;,, ' '
' 8\ ,

' ,'/ ', ' .' <- ,.
(iii. 6-2.)

XLV. / ',,.-,,
'^/. ,' -, '.^,



POLYBIUS 253

fight. As soon as the young men heard these orders,

they lifted up their hands, and each prayed the gods

that he might be one of those to draw the lot. And
when the lots were dra^n, those on whom they fell

were overjoyed, and the others in despair. When the

fight was finished, too, the surviving captives con-

gratulated the one who had fallen no less than the

victor, as having been freed from man} terrible

sufferings, while they themselves still remained to

endure them. And in this sentiment the Car-

thaginian soldiers were much disposed to join, all

pitying the survivors and congratulating the fallen

champion.

XLV. But the Celtic contingent of the Eoman Celts desert

army, seeing that Hannibal's prospects looked the Ha^bli""

brighter of the two, concerted their plans for a fixed

time, and waited in their several tents for the moment
for carrying them out. When the men within the

rampart of the camp had taken their supper and were

gone to bed, the Celts let more than half the night

pass, and just about the time of the morning watch

armed themselves and fell upon the Romans who
were quartered nearest to them ; killed a considerable

number, and wounded not a few ; and, finally, cutting

off the heads of the slain, departed with them to

join the Carthaginians, to the number of two thousand

infantry and nearly two hundred cavalry. They

were received with great satisfaction by Harmibal;

who, after addressing them encouragingly, and

promising them all suitable rewards, sent them to
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their several cities, to declare to their compatriots

what they had done, and to urge them to make an

alhance with him; for he knew that they would

now all feel compelled to take part with him, when

they learnt the treachery of which their fellow-

comitrymen had been guilty towards the Komans.

Just at the same time the Boii came in, and handed

over to him the three Agrarian Commissioners, sent

from Rome to divide the lands ; whom, as I have

already related, they had seized by a sudden act of

treachery at the beginning of the war. Hannibal

gratefully acknowledged their good intentions, and

made a formal alliance with those who came : but

he handed them back their prisoners, bidding them

to keep them safe, in order to get back their own

hostages from Rome, as they intended at first.

XLVI. Pubhus Scipio regarded this treachery as

of most serious importance ; and feeling sure that the

Celts in the neighbourhood had long been ill-disposed,

and would, after this event, all incline to the Cartha-

ginians, he made up his mind that some precaution

for the future was necessary. . . . Hannibal pitched

his camp about forty stades from him. While the

numerous Celts inhabiting the plains {about the

Trehia), excited by the good prospects of the Car-

thaginians, supplied his army with provisions in

great abundance, and were eager to take their

share with Hannibal in every mihtary operation or

battle. . . .

XLVII. But afterwards, finding that certain
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Celts wlio lived in tlie fork of the Po and Trebia,

while pretending to have come to terms with him,

were sending messages to the Eomans at the same

time, believing that thus they would secure themselves

from being injured by either side, he sent two thousand

infantry with some Celtic and Numidian cavalry with

orders to devastate their territory. This order being

executed, and a great spoil captured, the Celts

appeared at the Roman camp beseeching their aid.

Tiberius had all along been looking out for an oppor-

tunity of striking a blow ; and at once seized on this

pretext for sending out a party, consisting of the

greater part of his cavalry, and a thousand sharp-

shooters of his infantry along with them ; who

having speedily come up with the enemy on the

other side of the Trebia, and engaged with them in a

sharp struggle for the possession of the booty, forced

the Celts and the Numidians to beat a retreat to

their own camp.

XLVIII. On his left ving, close to the river, Dispositions

Hannibal stationed the Iberian and Celtic horse

opposite the Roman cavalry ; and next to them half

the Libyan heavy-armed foot ; and next to them the ^^'^' "^^^•

Iberian and Celtic foot ; next, the other half of the

Libyans, and, on the right wing, the Numidian horse.

Having now got them all into line he advanced with

the central companies of the Iberians and Celts ; and

so arranged the other companies next these in regular

gradations, that the whole line became crescent-

shaped, diminishing in depth towards its extremities :

of Hannibal's
forces at the
battle of

Cannae
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his object being to liavc his Libyans as a reserve in

the battle, and to commence the action with his

Iberians and Cehs.

The armour of the Libyans was Roman, for <^eits in

battle

Hannibal had armed them with a selection of the

spoils taken in previous battles. The shield of the

Iberians and Celts Avas about the same size, but

their swords were quite difEerent. For that of the

Romans can thrust with as deadly effect as it can

cut, while the Gallic sword can only cut, and that

requires some room. And the companies coming

alternately—the naked Celts, and the Iberians with

their short hnen tunics bordered with purple stripes

—the whole appearance of the hne was strange

and terrifying. The whole strength of the Cartha-

ginian calxy was ten thousand, but that of their

foot was not more than forty thousand, including

the Celts.

XLIX. For, as though Fortune were in league i^icius Pos-

with the disasters that had already befallen them hiiatedinGaui

to fill up the measure of their ruin, it happened that

only a few days after {their ruin at Cannae), while the

city was still in this panic, the praetor who had been

sent into Gaul fell unexpectedly into an ambush and

perished, and his army was utterly annihilated by

the Celts.

L. Still, habit made (the Byzantines) able to The Gaiatae

endure war with the Thracians. They maintained their (b.?S-225.

original connexions with the other Greeks ; but when
to their other misfortunes was added the attack of
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the Galatae under Comontorius, they were reduced to

a sad state of distress mdeed.

The Gahitae had left their country with Brennus,

and having survived the battle at Delphi and made

their way to the Hellespont, instead of crossing to

Asia, were captivated by the beauty of the district

round Byzantium, and settled there. Then having

conquered the Thracians and erected Tyle into a

capital, they placed the Byzantines in extreme danger.

In their earlier attacks, made under the command of

Comontorius, their first king, the Byzantines always

bought them off by presents amounting to three, or

five, or sometimes even ten thousand gold pieces, on

condition of their not devastating their territory :

and at last were compelled to agree to pay them

a yearly tribute of eighty talents, mitil the time

of Cavarus, in whose reign their kingdom came to

an end; and their whole tribe, being now in their

turn conquered by the Thracians, were entirely

annihilated.

LI. So when the Gallic king, Cavarus, came to Cavarus King

Byzantium, and showed himself eager to put an end ".. '220).

to the war, and earnestly offered his friendly inter-

vention, both Prusias and the Byzantines consented

to his proposals.

LII. When Philip saw what was going on, he phiUp of

stationed a force at Dyme, consisting of the Achaean xhermas^*
^

mercenaries, some of the Cretans serving under him,
''^''^' ~^^^'

and some of the Galhc horse, together with two

thousand picked Achaean infantry.
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LIII. Molon stationed the scutati and Galatae, The rebel

-, . , 1 • 1 1 • 1 Melon's dis-

and m snort all nis heavy armed men, in the space positions at

between the two bodies of cavahy. (B.a 220^

LIV. The Egyptians themselves suppHed twenty Army of

thousand soldiers to the phalanx, and were under the pwioiSor,

"

command of Sosibius. A body of Thracians and Egypt °in the

Galatae was also enrolled, four thousand being taken
gy^I^'

*^°^^^

from settlers in the country and their descendants, {^<^- 2i9).

while two thousand had been recently enlisted and

brought over.

LV. AVhile Attains vas here {at the river Megistus, The Galatae

in Mysia) an eclipse of the moon occurred, and the "imyVeSie

Galatae, who had all along been much discontented at J'^Ji. 218)?^
^

the hardships of the march—which was rendered the

more painful for them by the fact of their being

accompanied by their wives and children, who

followed the host in wagons—now regarded the eclipse

as an evil augury and refused to go on. But King

Attains, who got no effective service from them, and

saw that they straggled during the march and en-

camped by themselves, and wholly declined to obey

orders and despised all authority, was in great doubt

as to what to do. He was anxious lest they should

desert to Achaeus, and join in the attack on himself,

and was uneasy at the same time about the scandal to

which he would give rise if he caused his soldiers to

surromid and kill all these men, who were believed to

have crossed into Asia in rehance on his honour. He
therefore seized the occasion of their refusal to pro-

ceed, to promise them that he would see that they



264 MONUMENTA HISTOEICA CELTICA

8>. Sio €-,8 \ e-^." '' et?'.
(. 78.) •

LA*^!. ^-^ Be '^. jap,
€ , 6 " ^

8 iir avSpeia, "^" Sia

' ;-, Be€7, ey ^ "'© yap' ^, '^^. -
'^ ^ ^

", . '' -, ,-, '^. ^



POLYBIUS 265

were taken back to the place where they had crossed

into Asia; wouki assign them suitable lands for a

settlement, and would afterwards do them any service

they asked for, if it was within his power and con-

sistent with justice. Accordingly Attains led the

Aegosagae back to the Hellespont.

LVI. During this period Prusias did a thing that Defeat of

deserves to be recorded. The Galatae, whom King Asia.

Attalus had brought over from Europe to assist him

against Achaeus on account of their reputation for

courage, had separated from that monarch on account

of the jealous suspicions of which I have before spoken,

and were phmdering the cities on the Hellespont with

gross licentiousness and violence, and finally went so

far as actually to besiege Ilium. In these circum-

stances the inhabitants of Alexandria in the Troad

acted with commendable spirit. They sent Themistes

with four thousand men and forced the Galatae to raise

the siege of IHum, and drove them entirely out of the

Troad, by cutting off their supplies and frustrating

all their designs. Thereupon the Galatae seized Arisba,

in the territory of Abydos, and thenceforth devoted

themselves to forming designs and committing acts of

hostihty against the cities built in that district.

Against them Prusias led out an army; and in a

pitched battle put the men to the sword on the field,

and slew nearly all their women and children in the

camp, leaving the baggage to be plmidered by the

soldiers. This achievement of Prusias delivered the

cities on the Hellespont from great fear and danger.
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and was a signal warning for future generations

against barbarians from Europe being over-ready to

cross into Asia.

LVII. Cavarus, King of the Galatae in Thrace, ^ Circa

. ... B.C. 220.

was of a truly royal and high-minded disposition, and

gave the merchants sailing into the Pontus great

protection, and rendered the Byzantines important

services in their wars with the Thracians and

Bithynians. . . .

This king, so excellent in other respects, was

corrupted by a flatterer named Sostratus, who was a

Chalcedonian by birth. . . .

LVIII. {From the speech delivered hy Chlaeneas caiatae -
Sparta, b.c. 211, against the Macedonians.) 'For Aetoiianl

the Aetohans were the only people in Greece who ''^'^' ^^^^'

withstood Antipater in behalf of those unjustly

defrauded of safety to their lives : they alone

faced the invasion of Brennus and his Barbarian

army.'

LIX. {Lyciscus defending the Macedonians at

Sparta in b.c. 211 says) :
' For that Greece would

have been continually involved in great dangers, if

we had not had the Macedonians and the am- Galatae de-

, . . 1 • 1 •
1

• 1 • • feat the Mace-
bition of their kmgs as a barrier, who is ignorant i doniana

And there is a very striking proof of this. For

no sooner had the Galatae conceived a contemj)t

for the Macedonians by their victory over Ptolemy

Ceraunus, than, thinking the rest of no account,

Brennus promptly marched into the middle of

Greece.'
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LX. ' For/ said lie, ' Eomans have never been Scipio to his

beaten by Carthaginians in a trial of valour. It s^p£^^^

was the result of treachery on the part of the Celti-
^^'^' "^*^*^'

berians, and of rashness, the two commanders

getting cut off from each other by their reHance on

these men/

LXI. For owing to the populousness and wealth

of the country, the droves of swine in Italy are

exceedingly large, especially along the sea-coast of

the Tuscans and Galatae.

LXII. The approaches of these Celtiberes did a b.c. 203.

great deal also to encourage the hopes of the Cartha-

ginians ; for, instead of four thousand, it vas reported

at Carthage that they were ten thousand, and that

their bravery and the excellency of their arms made

them irresistible in the field. . . . When the news battle on the

Great Plains

of these proceedmgs reached the Roman camp Scipio (June 24,

immediately determined to attack. ... At the very

first charge the Numidians reeled before the Italian

cavalry, and the Carthaginians wavered before the

horse commanded by Massanissa ; for their many
previous defeats had completely demorahsed them.

But the Celtiberes fought gallantly, for they had no

hope of saving themselves by flight, being entirely

unacquainted with the country ; nor any expectation

of being spared if they were taken prisoners on account

of their perfidy to Scipio : for they were regarded as

having acted in defiance of justice and of their treaty

in coming to aid the Carthaginians against the

Romans, though they had never suffered any act of
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hostility at Scipio's hands during the campaigns in

Iberia. When, however, the two wings gave way these

men were surrounded by the prmcipes and triarii,

and cut to pieces on the field almost to a man. Thus

perished the Celtiberes, who yet did very effective

service to the Carthaginians, not only during the

whole battle, but during the retreat also ; for,

if it had not been for the hindrance caused by

them, the Eomans would have pressed the fugitives

closely, and very few of the enemy would have

escaped.

LXIII. Now these envoys arrived at Rome before War between

the senate had settled the provinces of the consuls Phiiip of

appointed for this year, and whether it would be (^).
necessary to send both to Gaul, or one of them

against Philip. But the friends of Flaminius having

assured themselves that both consuls would remain

in Italy owing to a threat of an attack from the Celts,

all the ambassadors appeared and bluntly stated

their grievances against PhiHp. . . . The senate, as

I have said, assigned Gaul to both the consuls as

their province.

LXIV. For it was after conquering the Galatae, Attaius i,

the most formidable and ^varhke nation at that time Pergamum
(B.C. 241-197V

in Asia, that (Attaius) assumed this rank and first

put himself forward as king.

LXV. Two Gain, with sacred images and figures Roman fleet

on their breasts, advanced from the town, and be- (b.c. 190).

sought them not to adopt any extreme measures

against the city ...
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LXVI. While the negotiations for peace with b.c. 189.

Antiochus, and for the settlement of Asia in general Gaiatia^

were going on at Rome, and the Aetolian war was

being fought in Greece, it happened that another

war in Asia, that, namely, against the Galatae, was

brought to a conclusion, the account of which I am
now about to give . . . multa dbsunt.

LXVII. Cnaeus sent envoys to Eposognatus the

Galatian, desiring him to send embassies to the kings 4-

of the Galatae. Eposognatus in his turn sent envoys

to Cnaeus begging him not to move his quarters or

attack the Tolistobogian Galatae; and assuring him

that he would send embassies to the kings and •\-

propose peace to them, and felt quite certain that

he would be able to bring them to a proper view of

affairs in all respects . . . 7nulta desunt. ... In the

course of his march through the country Cnaeus made
a bridge over the river Sangorius, which was extremely

deep and difficult to cross. And having encamped

on the bank of the river, he was visited by some Galli

sent by Attis and Battocus, the priests of the mother

of the gods at Pesinus, wearing figures and images

on their breasts, and announcing that the goddess

promised him victory and power. To these Cnaeus

gave a courteous reception. . . . multa desunt.

When Cnaeus was at the small town of Gordieium,

ambassadors came from Eposognatus, announcing

that he had been round and had talked to the kings

of the Galatae, but that they would not consent to

make any overtures of friendship whatever ; on the
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contrary, they had collected their children and women

on Mount Olympus, and were prepared to give battle.

. . . multa desunt.

LXVIII. It chanced that among the prisoners made

when the RomanSpWon the victory at Olympus over

the Galatae of Asia, was Chioraara, wife of Ortiago.u.

The centurion who had charge of her availed himself

of his chance in soldierly fashion and \aolated her.

He was a slave indeed both to money and lust

:

but eventually his love of money got the upper hand
;

and, on a large sum of gold being agreed to be paid for /

the woman, he led her off to put her to ransom.

There was a river between the two camps, and when

the Galatae had crossed it, paid the man the money,

and received the woman, she ordered one of them by

a nod to strike the Roman as he was in the act of

taking a pohte and affectionate farewell of her. The

man obeyed, and cut off the centurion's head, which

she picked up and drove off with, wrapped in the folds

of her dress. On reaching her husband she threw

the head at his feet ; and when he expressed astonish-

ment and said :
' Wife, to keep faith is a good thing,'

she replied :
' Yes, but it is a better thing that there

should be only one man alive who has lain with me.' i

. . . Desunt ccetera.

' Plutarch states that ' Polybius says he conversed with the woman at

Sardis, and was much struck with licr dignified demeanour and inteUigence '

(Plutarch, De mulierum virtutihus, c. 22). Compare also Windisch, Irische

j( Texte, i. pp. 81-82 ; Thurneysen, Scnjen aus dem alien Irland, p. 20 ; Revue
CeUique, xvi. p. 419, xvii. p. 6 and pp. 203-214, xiii. pp. 32-124 ; Haddan
and Stubbs, Councils and Eccles. Documents, vol. ii. p. 329. There are

many references in Celtic literature to this code of morahty.



276 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

LXIX. ' '
"AjKupav,

Trpodyeiv eh ,-< ', 6<;
8<; ', -' ' '\^< .'^ ', .• ' 7/309 ,<

'],' ';
\<<,< , , <;•^ ^
6\. << '
}? '?, ^\
Tim? .
Xoyov^ ', '

TOi<i ., , \,"^ ,. Be^ '
-

irepav", ^', , , ye,



POLYBIUS 277

LXIX. After the victory over the Galatae at Olym•• b.c. 189.

pus, when the Romans were encamped at Ancyra, and war with xec-

Cnaeus was on the point of continuing his advance,
"^*^^^^•

ambassadors came from the Tectosages asking that

Cnaeus would leave his troops in their quarters, and

advance himself in the course of the next day into the

space between the two camps ; and promising that

their kings would come to meet him, and discuss the

terms of a peace. But when Cnaeus consented, and

duly arrived at the appointed place with five hundred

horse, the kings did not appear. After his return to

the camp, however, the ambassadors came again, and,

offering some excuses for the kings, begged him to

come once more, as they Avould send some of their

chief men to discuss the whole question. Cnaeus

consented, but, without leaving the camp himself,

sent Attains and some tribunes with three hundred

horse. The envoys of the Galatae duly appeared and

discussed the business : but finally said it was im-

possible for them to conclude the matter or ratify

anything they agreed upon ; but they engaged that

the kings would come next day to agree on the

terms and finally settle the treaty, if the consul would

also come to them. Attains promised that Cnaeus

would come, and they separated for that day. But the

Galatae were deliberately contriving these procrasti-

nations, and amusing the Romans, because they wanted

to get some part of their famihes and property beyond

the river Halys ; and, first of all, to get the Roman
consul into their hands if they could, but if not, at
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any rate to kill him. With this purpose they watched

next day for the coming of the Romans, with a thousand

horse ready to fall upon him.

LXX. Meanwhile in Asia theRoman consul Cnaeus winter of

c 18Q—188
Manlius wintered at Ephesus, in the last year of this

Olympiad, and was there visited by embassies from

the Greek cities in Asia and many others, bringing

comphmentary crowns to him for his victories over

the Galatae. For the entire inhabitants of Asia on

this side of Taurus were not so much rejoiced at the

prospect given them by Antiochus's defeat of being

relieved from tribute, garrisons, or other royal

exactions, as at the removal of all fear of the Bar-

barians, and at their escape from their insolence and

lawlessness. Among the rest Musaeus came from

Antiochus, and some envoys from the Galatae, desir-

ing to obtain the terms upon which friendship would

be granted them ; and also from Ariarathes, the King

of Cappadocia. . . . The consul complimented the

ambassadors from the cities, and dismissed them after

a very favourable reception ; but he replied to the

Galatae that he would not make a treaty with them

until King Eumenes {of Pergamiitn), whom he ex-

pected, had arrived.

* LXXI. Ortiagon the Galatian, King of the Circa b.o. 184.

Galatae of Asia, endeavoured to transfer to himself \

the sovereignty of all the Galatae ; and he had many
quahfications for such a post, both natural and ac-

quired. For he was open-handed and generous, a

man of popular manners and of ready tact ; and,
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what was most important in the eyes of tlie Galatae,

he was a man of courage and skill in war. . . .

Desuyit ccetera,

LXXIL Tiberius Gracchus destroyed three hun- ^c- no.

dred cities of the Celtiberes. This {Poseidonius)

ridicules, stating that to flatter Gracchus, Polybius

described as cities towers hke those exhibited in

triumphal processions.

LXXIII. {Eumenes) imagined that at last his Oauis attack

own kingdom was safe, and that he might look forward Eumenes
<^ 1111° Pergamum

to a time of ease, now that Perseus and the whole (b.c. 169-I68).

kingdom of Macedonia were utterly destroyed
;

yet

it was then that he was confronted with the gravest

dangers, by the Galatae in Asia seizing the oppor-

tunity for an unexpected rising. . . . Desunt ccetera.

LXXIV. Attains, brother of King Eumenes, Eumenes has
to appeal to

came to Rome this year, pretending that, even if the Rome for help

disaster of the Galhe rising had not happened to the

kingdom, he should have come to Rome to congratu-

late the senate, and to receive some mark of its

approval for having been actively engaged on their

side and having loyally shared in all their dangers : as

it happened, he had been forced to come at that time

to Rome owing to the danger from the Galatae. . . .

Accordingly, when Attains appeared before the senate,

he congratulated it on what had] happened ; expati-

ated on the loyalty and zeal shown by himself in the

war with Perseus ; and urged at some length that the

senate should send envoys to restrain the audacity

of the Galatae, and compel them to confine them-

selves once more to their original boundaries.
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LXXV. On the ground of a general dislike to the Romans in-

visits of kings [tke senate] published a decree that^
' no king was to visit Rome/ . . . This is the way Eum^nes

in which Eumenes was prevented from coming to
^"'^" ^*^^^'

Rome. And it was not the only important result

of this decree. For the Galatae were at that time

threatening the kingdom of Eumenes ; and it was

soon made apparent that by this repulse the king's

allies were all greatly depressed, while the Galatae

were doubly encouraged to press on the war. And
it was in fact their desire to humihate him in every

possible way that induced the senate to adopt this

resolution.

LXXVI. To the ambassadors of the Galatae in b.c. 165.

Asia, they (i.e. the senate) granted autonomy, on

condition that they remained within their dwellings

and went on no warhke expeditions beyond their own
frontiers. . . . 7nulta desunt.

LXXVII. When this same king (Antiochus Gaiatians

Epiphanes) heard of the games in Macedonia held by ll^tern

the Roman proconsul Aemilius Paulus, wishing to (°b.c.°^5).

outdo Paulus by the splendour of his hberahty, he

sent envoys to the several cities announcing games to

be held by him at Daphne ; and it became the rage

in Greece to attend them. The pubhc ceremonies

began with a procession composed as follows : first

came some men armed in the Roman fashion, with

their coats made of chain armour, five thousand in

the prime of hfe. Next came five thousand Mysians,

who were followed by three thousand Cihcians armed
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like light infantry, and wearing gold crowns. Next

to them came three thousand Thracians and five

thousand Galatae. . . . The number of images of gods

it is impossible to tell completely : for images of every

god or demigod or hero accepted by mankind were

carried there, some gilded and others adorned with

gold-embroidered robes ; and the myths, belonging

to each, according to accepted tradition, were repre-

sented by the most costly symbols.

LXXVIII. The ambassadors from Prusias (to b.c. 164.

Rome) complained of King Eumenes, alleging that

he had taken certain places belonging to their country,

and had not in any sense evacuated Galatia, or

complied with the decrees of the senate ; but had

been supporting all who favoured himself, and

depressing in every possible way those who wished

to shape their policy in accordance with the senate's

decrees. . . . The senate Hstened to the accusers,

and neither rejected their accusations nor openly

expressed its own opinion ; but acted with close

reserve, thoroughly distrusting both Eumenes and

Antiochus, and meanwhile contented itself by

continually supporting Galatia and contriving some

fresh security for its freedom.

LXXIX. On the complaint of the ambassadors Roman

of Marseilles as to their injuries sustained at the hands agaLV^the

of the Ligurians, the senate at once appointed a DSatae?"*^

commission, consisting of Flaminius, Popilius Laenas,
TJanLipine

and Lucius Pupius, who sailed with the envoys of ^l^.^ggf'^"

Marseilles, and landed in the territory of the Oxybii
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at the town of Aegitna. . . . Having collected his

army at Placentia, Quintus Opiniius marched over

the Apennines and arrived in the territory of the

Oxybii ; and pitching his camp on the river Apro,

awaited the enemy, being informed that they were

mustering their forces and were eager to give him

battle. Meanwhile he advanced to Aegitna, where the

ambassadors had been outraged, took the city by

assault, and sold the inhabitants as slaves, sending

the ringleaders of the outrage in chains to Rome.

Having done this, he went to meet the enemy. The

Oxybii, convinced that their violence to the ambassa-

dors admitted of no terms being granted them, with all

the courage of desperation, and excited to the highest

pitch of furious enthusiasm, did not wait to be joined

by the Deciatae, but, having collected to the number

of four thousand, rushed to the attack of their enemy.

Quintus was somewhat dismayed by the boldness of

their attack, and at the desperate fury of the Bar-

barians ; but was encouraged by obser\ring that the

enemy were advancing in complete disorder, for he

was an experienced soldier and a man of great natural

sagacity. He therefore drew out his men, and, after a

considerable harangue, advanced at a slow pace to-

wards the enemy. His charge was deUvered with great

vigour : he quickly repulsed the enemy, killed a great

many of them, and forced the rest into headlong flight.

Meanwhile the Deciatae had mustered their forces,

and appeared on the ground intending to fight side by

side with the Oxybii ; but finding themselves too late
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for the battle, they received the fugitives in their

ranks, and after a short time charged the Romans
with great fury and enthusiasm ; but being worsted

in the engagement, they immediately all surrendered

themselves and their city to the discretion of the

Romans. Having thus become masters of these

tribes, Opimius dehvered over their territory on the

spot to the people of Marseilles, and for the future

forced the Ligurians to give hostages at certain fixed

intervals to the Marsihans. (Bk. xxxiii. 11.)

LXXX. In treating of the geography of Europe

I shall say nothing of the ancient geographers, but

shall confine my attention to their modern critics,

Dicaearchus, Eratosthenes, who is the most recent

writer on geography, and Pytheas, who has misled The voyages

many readers by professing to have traversed on aLdWchted
foot 1 the whole of Britain, the coast fine of which ^^ PoiyW^s.

island, he says, is more than forty thousand stades.

And again by his stories of Thule and the countries

in its neighbourhood, ' in which," he says, ' there is

neither unmixed land nor sea nor air, but a kind of

compound of all three (Hke the jelly-fish or Pulmo
Marinus), in which earth and sea and everything else

are held in suspense, and which forms a kind of

connecting link to the whole, through which one can

neither valk nor sail.' This substance, which he

says is hke the Pulmo Marinus, he saw with his own
eyes, and the rest he learnt by report : such isPytheas's

story, and he adds that, on his return thence, he

traversed the whole of the coast of Europe from
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Cadiz to tlie Tanais. But we cannot believe that a

pm^ate person, was also a poor man, should have

made such immense journeys by land and sea. ^ Even

Eratosthenes doubted this part of his story, though

he beheved what he said about Britain and Cadiz and

Iberia. I would much rather beheve the Messenian

[Euhemerus] than him. The latter is content with

saying that he sailed to one country which he calls

Panchaia ; while the former asserts that he has

actually seen the whole northern coast of Europe up

to the ^ery verge of the world, which one would hardly

beheve of Hermes himself if he said it. Eratosthenes

calls Euhemerus a Bergaean,^ yet beheves Pytheas,

though Dicaearchus himself did not. . . . Erato-

sthenes and Dicaearchus give mere popular guesses

as to distance.

LXXXI. Eratosthenes is quite ignorant of the

geogi'aphy of Iberia and sometimes makes absolutely

contradictory statements about it. He says, for

instance, that its western coast as far as Cadiz is

inhabited by Galatae, since the whole western side of

Europe, as far south as Cadiz, is occupied by that

people ; and then, quite forgetting he had said this,

when taking a survey of the whole of Spain he

nowhere mentions the Galatae ^
. . .

LXXXII. In the thirty-fourth book of his

Histories, Polybius says that from the Pyrenees to the

river Aude the country is flat ; and through it flow

> He was probably sent by the merchants of Marseilles.

- Bepya(fn', ' to tell travellers' tales
' ; or to he.

3 Vide supra, pp. 10-11.

IT 2
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the Illeberis and Euscino, past some cities i of the

same names inhabited by Celts.

LXXXIII. Near Aquileia, Polybius says, in the The Taurisci

, . . . , , discover a

territory of the Noric Taurisci, in my own time a gold gold mine.

mine was discovered, so easy to work, that by scraping

away the sm:face soil for two feet, gold could be

found immediately. The seam of gold was not more

than fifteen feet ; some of it was found unmixed

with alloy in nuggets of the size of a bean or

lupine, only an eighth of it disappearing in the

furnace ; but some of it required more elaborate

smeltmg, but would still pay very well. Accordingly,

on the Itahans joining the Barbarians in worldng

this mine, in two months the price of gold went

down a third throughout Italy, and when the

Taurisci discovered that, they expelled their Itahan

fellow-workers and kept the monopoly themselves.

. . . Desunt ccetera.

LXXXIV. The war between the Komans and Fierce

Celtiberians was called the ' fiery war ' ; for it was ceitibenaa

of a pecuharly fierce kind and remarkable for the

frequency of its battles. The wars in Greece and

Asia were as a rule settled by one battle, or in rare

cases by two ; and the battles themselves were

decided by the result of the first charge and impact

of the two armies. But in this war things were

quite different. As a rule the battles were stopped

only by the fall of night ; the men neither lost heart

nor would yield to bodily fatigue ; but returned

again and again with fresh vigour to renew the
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- The Arevacae dwelt to the north of the Belli and Titthi.
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combat. Tlie whole war, and its series of pitched

battles, was at length interrupted for a time by

the winter. One therefore could hardly conceive a

war more nearly answering our notion of a * fiery

war ' than this. . . .

LXXXV. The Celtiberians, after making a truce Ceitiberiaa

with the consul M. Claudius Marcellus, had sent
3.0.153-151

ambassadors to Rome who remained there quietly

waiting for the answer of the senate. Meanwhile M.

Claudius went on an expedition against the Lusitani,

took Nercobrica by assault, and then went into

winter quarters at Corduba. Of the ambassadors

who came to Rome the senate admitted those from

the Belh and Titthi,i who were favourable to Rome, to

enter the city ; but ordered those from the Arevacae^

to lodge on the other side of the Tiber, as being at

war with Rome, till such time as the senate should

have decided the whole question. When the time

for the interview was come, the praetors introduced

the envoys from their allies first. Barbarians as they

were, they made a set speech, and endeavoured to

explain clearly the causes of all the dissension pre-

vailing in their country, pointing out that * unless

those who had broken out into war were reduced to

tranquillity and punished as they deserved, the very

moment the Roman legions left Iberia they would

inflict punishment upon the Belli and Titthi as

traitors ; and that if they escaped unpunished for

their first act of hostihty, they would make all the
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praetors.

2 That is, B.C. 177.
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tribes of Iberia ripe for an outbreak from the belief

that they were capable of coping with Rome. They

begged, therefore, that the legions should remain in

Iberia, and that each year a consul ^ should come

thither to protect the alhes of Rome and punish the

depredations of the Arevacae ; or, if they wished to

vithdraw the legions, they should first take signal

vengeance for the outbreak of this tribe, that no one

should venture to do the like again/ Such, or to

this efiect, was the speech of the envoys of the Belh

and Titthi who were in alhance with Rome. The

envoys of the hostile tribe were then introduced. On
coming forward the Arevacae assumed a feigned tone

of submission and humihty in the language of their

answer, without being, as was e\adent, at all yielding

in their hearts or acknowledging themselves beaten.

On the contrary, they continually hinted at the

uncertainty of fortune ; and speaking of the battles

that had taken place as undecided, they conveyed the

impression that they had had the best of the contest

in them all. The upshot of their speech was this :

' If they must submit to some definite mulct for

their error, they were ready to do so : but, when

that was completed, they demanded that things

should revert to the position fixed by their treaty

made with the senate in the time of Tiberius

Gracchus.' -

LXXXVI. The senators having thus heard both

sides called in the legates from Marcellus ; and when

they saw that they also were inchned to a pacification,
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and that Marcellus was more inclined to favour tlie

enemy than the aUied tribes, they answered the

Arevacae that Marcellus would declare in Iberia to

both parties the decision of the senate. However,

they were convinced in their own minds that their true

interests ere such as the envoys of the alhed tribes

suggested, and that the Arevacae were still inchned

to haughty independence, and that their own com-

mander was afraid of them: they therefore gave secret

instructions to the envoys of Marcellus to carry on

the war with spirit, and as the honour of the country

demanded. But when they had thus determined

on a continuance of the war, feeling no confidence in

Marcellus, they determined first of all to send a

commander to reheve him in Iberia, as the new

consuls Aulus Postumius and Lucius Licinius Lucullus b.c. 151.

had just taken up their ofiice. They then entered on

their preparations with spirit and vigour, because they

beheved that the Iberian question would be decided

by the result of this campaign : if these enemies

were beaten, they assumed that all others would

accept the orders of Rome ; but that, if the Are-

vacae proved able to ward the pmiishment that

threatened them, not only would their spirits be

again raised, but those of all the other Iberian

tribes besides.

LXXXVII. The more determined however the Terror

senate was to carry on the war, the greater became ceit!beria?s,

their embarrassment. For the report brought to

Rome by Q. Fulvius NobiUor, the commander in
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Iberia in the previous year (b.c. 153), and those who

had served under him, of the perpetual recurrence of

the pitched battles, the number of the fallen, and

the valour of the Celtiberians, combined with the

notorious fact that Marcellus shrank in terror from the

war, caused such a panic in the minds of the new

levies as the old men declared had never happened

before. To such an extent did the panic go, that

sufficient men were not fomid to come forward for the

office of mihtary tribmie, and these posts were conse-

quently not entirely filled up ; whereas heretofore

a larger number than were wanted had been wont to

volunteer for the duty : nor would the men nominated

by the consuls as legaii to accompany the commanders

consent to serve ; and, worst of all, the young men
tried to avoid the levies, and put forward such

excuses as were disgraceful for them to allege, and

beneath the investigation of the consuls, and yet

impossible to refute.

LXXXVIII. The Celtiberians have a pecuHar Ceitiberian

manoeuvre in war. When they see their infantry

hard pressed, they dismount and leave their horses

standing in their places. They ha\^e small pegs

attached to their leading reins, and having fixed them
carefully into the ground, they train their horses to

keep .their places obediently in fine until they come
back and pull up the pegs.

LXXXIX. The Celtiberians excel the rest of the

world in the construction of their swords ; for their

point is strong and serviceable and they can deUver

tactics.
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APOLLODORUS OF ATHENS

Apollodorus of Athens flourished cii'ca B.C. 140.

He was a prolific and authoritative writer on myth-

ology, history, geography, and grammar. Unfortu-

nately most of his works are known to us only through

fragments. In B.C. 123, the Romans entered Transal-

pine Gaul for the definite purpose of acquiring a safe

hne of communication between Italy and the Spanish

Peninsula. At that period the Arverni and the Aedui

I, '/? ev ^. (Steph. Byz.)

(Fragmeida Hisloricorum Graecorum vol. 1, p. 4-}7,frag. 60.)

II. ^Apoepvoi,€ ^,? "." (Steph. Byz.)

(Idem, vol. 1, 2>• 437, frag. 62.)

POSEIDONIUS OF APAMEA

Poseidonius was born at Apamea in Syria circa

135 B.C. He was the most learned and influential

of the later Stoics. Having visited the West of

Europe he founded a school at Rhodes where Cicero

was his pupil in 78 B.C., and where he was honoured
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a cut with both edges. Therefore the Romans

abandoned their ancestral swords after the Hanni-

bahan war and adopted those of the Iberians. They

adopted, I say, the construction of the swords, but

they can by no means imitate the excellence of the

steel or the other points in which they are so ela-

borately finished.!

were engaged in a struggle for the supremacy of Gaul.

The Arverni had joined the AUobroges in their struggle

against the Romans at the outbreak of the war, and

this naturally decided the Romans to seek the friend-

ship of the Aedui. This alliance is mentioned in

excerpt 1 below, and endured till Gaul was finally

conquered by Juhus Caesar. 4 U-

I. According to Apollodorus in his Chronologies, b.o. 123. /

the Aedui accompanied the Romans as allies in GauK •

II. The Arverni are the most warhke of the Galatae

on the Celtic border, according to Apollodorus in the

fourth book of his Chronologies, ' the Arverni of the

Celts.'

with two visits from Pompey, the first in 67 B.C.,

the second in 62 B.C.

It is not possible to determine the extent of his

travels in AVestern Europe, but it is certain that he

sited and explored the Spanish Peninsula and the

country round the Alps. It is also probable that he

* This fragment can hardly belong to Polybius. Cf. supra, excerpt
yxvii. Polybius was too careful a writer to fall into such a contradiction.
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penetrated to Britain by the trade route along the

Ehone, but with the interior of Gaul he seems to have -

been unacquainted.

He wrote, among several other works, a continua-

tion, extending to fifty-two books, of the Histories of

Polybius in which he seems to have dealt chiefly

with the events between 145-82 B.C. In this work

he recor*ded his observations in Western Europe, and

preserved much information of the highest value to

students of Celtic history. Unfortunately his work

is knoAvn to us only in fragments, foimd chiefly in

Diodorus Siculus and in Strabo. Both these compilers

took some hberties vith the work of Poseidonius, but

the cross references given below will enable the

reader to compare the two redactions, which should

be further compared with Caesar's account of Gaul

^ in his De Bello Gallico, vi. 13-20, where Poseidonius

is freely made use of. Owing to the custom among

I. KaroiKeiv Se ^^ <, ^j^^^

ftioo/ itiiUJ»^ -^^^-^ '^'^/'^ . "'^<^''^^)

jap TOv<i '^, Kaoairep' 6<; iv ^-
OAtX\ 'f^ W^,^'**'\> . ?', ^,
'<'^ »

y**'!^ ". €^^ (jr.- j^***

(TiTCKCov , ^ - •

^ |^*.^^
^ ://€9 ^ ^' /v^W

fe^ ^ /
flC 4» V -' , -,^/, U'

^Mr^^ '
. f^ . 8 , ^-""^^

- voe^it l^ f' \ -. / „ . „ ,
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,

'",
> X^SisJ^

^* ' 7\ ^^^^^
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ancient writers of not acknowledging the sources of

their infoi'mation, it is sometimes difficult to determine

whether a passage should be assigned to Poseidonius

or toPytheas,! and the accounts of both these explorers

should be compared.

In extract XXVIII. quoted below Poseidonius

would make the terms Celt and Hyperborean synony-

mous, but Hyperborean was more generally given a

wider meaning, and used to connote all the peoples

of Northern Europe including the Celts.

All that Poseidonius relates of the bards, whom he

is^the first writer to mention, of the feasting customs,

of turning deisiol, of duels, of fighting tactics, of

weapons, &c., is to be found in the old Irish saga, the

Tain Bo Ciialnge, except the custom of human

sacrifices which at the beginning of the Christian era

had seemingly ceased to be practised in Ireland.

I. The inhabitants of Britain are said to be Life in Britain

autochthonous, and to have preserved their original

manners. In war they use chariots, as is related of

ancient Greek heroes in the Trojan war. The houses i

they inhabit are unpretentious in appearance, and

for the most part built of reeds and wood.'^ They

gather their harvest of corn by cutting off the ears

and placing them in _midergroimd pits. From these

pits they take the grains longest in store, and make of

them their daily food. Their manners are simple, and

very far removed from the craftiness and corruption

1 For Pytheas, vide supra, pp. 52-88. - Cf. infra, p. 345, excerpt xix.
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of the men of the present day. They lead a steady

life, and know nothing of the luxury produced by riches.

The isle of Britain is thickly populated. The climate

is very cold, the isle being situated under the Bear.

A number of kings and chiefs govern the comitry,

and these, as a rule, hve in peace with one another. ^

II. Of the customs and other pecuharities of the its tin trade,

coimtry we shall speak when we come to the history /

of Caesar's expedition to Britain. ^ This is the place

to speak of the tin that is mined there. The Britons

of the neighbourhood of Cape Belerium are very

friendly towards strangers, and, from their contact

with them, are somewhat civihsed. It is they who

prepare the tin, working with skill the ^mine that

yields it. The mine is of a stony nature, and runs in

seams into the bosom of the earth, whence the miners

extract the tin, and purify it by smelting. They

fashion the lumps of metal into the shape of dies,

and then convey them to an island off Britain, called ^ ^^ ^^^ 4^
Ictis,^-caja:3dng ov^^^-the- lumps- of tin on ehaHi>t& at^•^? ^^"
low tide when the intervening groimd is above water.

^ »,>« ^^
One remarkable pecuharity of the neighbouring^t^ kjPAMif^,

islands between Europe and Britain is that at high

tide tile^a^.mplete]y^_Sl^llidedJi^^ but at

low water the sea recedes, and a large part of the

land is exposed giving the islands the appearance of

peninsulse.^ There the merchants purchase the tin

3 This was true of Thanet, which was probably Ictis. Vide Carew,

«Survey of Cornwall, p. 154 ; Twine, De. Albion, i. 25 ; for other

see Kenrick, Phcenicia, p. 200 ; Hawkins, Tin Trade ; Smith'a Cassiteridea ;

De la Beche, Geology of Cornwall, p. 524.

x2
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from the natives, and transport it to Gaul. Finally,

loading it on horses, they journey across Gaul on foot

in about 30 days to the mouth of the Rhone. Let

this satisfy for our accoimt of the tin.i ^
III. Having explained the origin of the name of 2^^^^^*'°"

the Galatae,2 we must now speak of the country itself.

Gaul is now inhabited by several tribes of various

populations ; the stronger tribes numbering about

200,000 men ; the weaker about 50,000. Of these

tribes there is one which to our day has remained

faithful to an old friendship and affection tovardB

the Romans."^ As Gaul is to a large extent situated

under the Bear, the winter there is long and extremely

cold. In the misty days of the winter season snow

falls instead of rain ; and when the sky is clear it

freezes into sohd ice, which transforms the frozen

rivers into natural bridges. Not only do travellers

journeying in small parties cross O^er the ice in perfect /
s^^^ty^ but even armies numbering tens of thousands

and laden with carts and baggage. Gaul is inter-

sected by large and nmnerous rivers winding through

its plains r^eome-have their sources in deep lakes,

some rush down from the mountains ; the former

diiicharging into the ocean, the latter into the Mediter-

ranean . Of the rivers discharging into the Mediter-

ranean the largest is the Rhone. It has its rise in the

Alps, and enters the sea by five mouths. Of the

rivers flowing into the ocean the Danube^ and Rhine

^ The Aediii, vide supra, p. 302, excerpt i.

^ The Elbe is certainly meant here.

< L•^ yu> iw^ /^H-iM4 XiJjU, #54 4^ *^ *^
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are reputed to be the largest. [It is o\^r tlie latter

river that the deified Caesar in our times built his

wonderful bridge, and, transporting his army over

it, conquered the Galatae on the opposite bank.]i

Several other navigable rivers run through Gaul, but

it would take too long to describe them here. Nearly

all these rivers become frozen, and form natural

bridges. In order to prevent travellers from shpping

on it owing to its natural smoothness, and to afford a

safer footing, they scatter etmw- over the ice.^

IV. A phenomenon too remarkable to pass over

is observed throughout the greater part of Gaul.

The, north-west winds blow with such rude force

that they raise from the earth stones as large as a

fist, and a thick grit of gravel. Lastly, violent

whirlwinds carry off the men's armour and clothes,

and blow the riders from their horses. To such an

extent does the excessive cold attenuate the density

of the atmosphere that in Gaul the vine and olive

do not grow. Being deprived of these fruits the

Galatae make from barley a drink which they call

zytlius. They flavour water with honey and use

it as a drink. Merchants bring them undiluted Zythu* and— ^^-- -^^^.^^^ *-
_

wine.

whie of which they are very fond, and which they

drink so greedily that they become drunk, and fall

into either a deep sleep or a violent outburst. More-

over, many of the Italian merchants, actuated by

their usual greed, do not fail to profit by the Gauls'

love for wine. For transporting the wine to them,

- On the climate of Gaul, cf. supra, p. 40, excerpt vi., and note.
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they use boats on the navigable rivers and carts across

the level country. They receive fancy prices, for in

U^v exchange for a ee«fe of wine they get a young slave. , f J

V. Gaul is absolutely without silver mines, but ^^^^•

has a large quantity of native gold. This the_geo£le j>\

gather without anj toil or trouble. ^ As—the-waves
j

bEeaJi obhquely against the steep shores they detach >

large fragments of rock full of gold ingots. Setting

to work the inhabitants diligently collect and grind

the boulders, and washing away the earthy deposits

smelt the residue in furnaces. Thus they obtain a Ornaments,

quantity of gold which is used for ornaments, not

only for the women but also for the men, for they

make bracelets of it which they wear on their wrists

and arms. They also make massive collars and

remarkable rings of pure gold and even cuirasses.^
iLif^

Kespecting temglesj the people of int^ior Gaul Temples. ^^Jit^ '
j

furnish a pecuhar custom. In the temples and '

sacred^__groves of this district are to be found

large quantities of gold consecrated to the gods

;

and, although the Celts are excessively fond of

money, yet, through fear of the deities, not one

of them dare touch these.

"N VI. The Galatae are of tall stature ; they have Appearance
, ,.,.,. and coiffures

soft flesh and white skm. Not only is their hair of Celts.

naturally blonde, but they endeavour to heighten

this colour by artificial means. To make the hair

lustrous they wash it frequently in a lotion of lime.

They twist it up from the brow towards the top of

1 Cf. infra, p. 347, excerpt xxi. - Did the Celts build temples ? s

r»>. ifc Ae*o /Jliu ^l^*.^ U-^ ^Uvf fife ' f^, 1
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also in Irishe Texie, ser. ii. ; also, infra, p. 333, excerpt xv.

2 Iliad, vu. 321.

2 Cf. Polybins, supra, p. 250, excerpt xliv., and infra, p. 333, excerpt v.

•• Cf. infra, p. 345, excerpt xx.

iC CcxU.



POSEIDONIUS OF APAMEA 315

the head, and thence to the nape of the neck, giving / , J
themselves the appearance of satyrs and Pans. As

a result of this treatment their hair thickens till

it resembles exactly the hair of horses. Some shave

the beard, while others allow it to grow to a moderate

length. The nobles shave the cheeks and allow the

moustache to grow till it covers the mouth. Thus

it happens that in eating their food clings to the

moustache, and in drinking the beverage passes

through it as through a filter. During meals they Feasts.

do not sit on benches but squat on the gromid on

skins of wolves and dogs, and are served by the

youngest children of both sexes. At the sides are

blazing fires with cauldrons and spits garnished with

whole quarters of meat. They honour their heroes

by offering them the best pieces of the joint. i The
J^ampion's

poet shows us Ajax honoured in the Hke manner by portion,

his comrades after he had fought and beaten Hector

single-handed :
' the King honours Ajax with the

whole back of the victim.* " They invite strangers

also to their banquets. After the feast they enquire

what they are and what they need. Frequently

during these banquets their words give rise to dis-

putes, and, holding life of small account, they

challenge one another to single combat. ^ For among Single com-

j

them is current the doctrine of Pythagoras, which
' teaches that the souls of men are immortal, and, immortanty

.
of the soul.

migrating mto another body, hve on agam for a

fixed number of years. ^ Hence it is that at the \

funeral ceremony they throw on the pyre letters , )

/ <^
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addressed to tlieir deceased relatives for the dead

to read.^

VII. When travelHiiP^ and in war they use two- Celts in

horse chariots, which scat a driver and a warrior.

When they encounter horsemen in war they hurl

the javehn against the foe, and then dismounting

engage the enemy with the sword. Some of them so

utterly despise death that they expose themselves

naked with only a girdle around their bodies. ^ They

bring with them freemen retainers picked from the

poorer class, and employ them as drivers and body-

guards in the fight. Before engaging in battle they

have a custom of going before the hues and challeng-

ing the bravest of the enemy to single combat,

brandishing their arms meanwhile for the purpose

of terrifying the enemy. If anyone accept the

challenge, they sing the prowess of their ancestors

and vaunt their own feats, while on their enemies

they pour abuse, and damp their ardour with their

vituperation. They cut off the heads of their fallen Human

foes, and attach them to the necks of their steeds.

The spoils stained with blood they hand to their

retainers to carry, and chant the hynm of victory.

They nail these trophies to the doors of their houses,

just as other people do with animals captured in

the hunt. As-^egarde the heads of the more famous-

victims, they embahn them with the oil of the cedar

tree,-and carefully preserve them in a casket. They

^GW-them to strangers with pride, vaunting that their

aneestors [and themselves ?] had not acquired them

^



}m
318 MONUMENTA HISTORICA CELTICA

|!U?i-^i'

, , ' ^./^ Siotc'^, '
€7€€'^ yap

^, 6\ €€€6
\[^^ . ' '

^'- ' '•'••

{idem . 29.)

"f VIII.^ 8e ,
d*M(^,'^•^^ > ,^ , - . </.

^'^'^' "^
-/- , irpoaajopeoovaiv' (Ju' ^^Tj

Se , ev ^ *?, ^^ Sha/^^Hn , , - ^•-^

< \ ..^'''^ . " , .- -*^
• 1 vr*^£, /7't-/ -^ .

^Ji/^^^t^isC -, , ^(.i-^-^'S*--

7*^. ^,? • S8o^JpJva' , L,,r ^
^j^.•^^ ^^ , ^^' "V^^'

J, e#-\*^ ^'^''^ ' yap .,^»/

ci
^*^ , ,vr\X

Ml-VV^ TrpoTOyu-at. ',X'7nyya ' ' ^
. ^ V^ ^/^' yap ^^ jf^

'^^O •^, . ' ip^^*^

IXb-'^^W .vJ , 88
yr ^1$^ y^^^, yvo. ^

,

^ C'f. infra, p. 347, excerpt xxi.



POSEIDONIUS OF APAMEA 319

•A

by fWM4ffli^p^ mren for - '^ -Some are said

to-ftkow^- a- savage nature and to boast that they

wettldjiot-e^t -a-head even fur its -weight in gold.^

But if, on the one hand, it is not chivakous to place

a money value on the trophies of prowess, it is, on

the other, savage to engage in deadly combat with

one's own countrymen. ^_
VIII. They wear a singular dress. Their tunics Celtic dress,

are dyed in many colours, and Jiave variegated ^
flower^jw-Tought on thenx. Their leg-wear they call

* breeches.' They fasten with brooches at their

shoulders their striped cloaks, which are richly ^
ornamented with diamond-shaped floral patterns, ^
and which are heavy for winter wear and hghter

for summer. Their defensive armour consists of shields.

a shield the height of a man, which each warrior

decorates after his own fashion. As these shields '-y

serve not only for purposes of defence but also as S
ornaments, some have them furnished with brazen C

figures of animals, very artistically worked. Their Heimota.

brazen head-gear is ornamented with large projections

which give the wearer the appearance of huge stature.

On some of these helmets horns are fixed, on others

are embossed figures of birds and quadrupeds.

They possess uncouth trumpets of pecuhar forma- S'rumpets. ^
tion which emit a hoarse and warhke sound to inspire ^
terror. Some of them wear breast-plates Imit of

iron hnks ; others, satisfied with their natural

advantages, fight naked. Instead of the ordinary SAvords.

sword they carry a two-edged one hung with an iron

%JC iiij Jg-•^ hcyfrUJuL W fee JUL•^^ iA i^^^S^ ^ ^^^
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or brazen chain from their right thigh. Some set

off their tunics with gold or silver bands.

also use pikes which they call ' lances/ which L .vc i.u,ucos.

an iron [top] a cubit long, and adjuncts [wings ?]

not^much longer, with a breadth of ii£arlxJ:wo_palnis.

Their swords are scarcely smaller than the javelins Javelins.

of other people ; and their javelins have longer

points than their swords. Of these javehns some

are straight, while others are twisted spirally their

whole length. Thus they not only cut but lacerate

the flesh, and on being withdrawn enlarge the wound.

^

IX. Their appearance is awe-inspiring : their Character of

voices are deep and very gruff : in conversation they

spare their words, expressing themselves in cryptic

sentences, and affecting to leave most of their meaning

to be inferred. They express themselves hyperboli-

cally when extolling themselves, or deprecating others.

Their speech is threatening, strained, and dramatic. ckUs^^'^^'^

n( They are nevertheless acute-minded, and not unapt in

receiving instruction." They have poets whom they The Bards.

call bards, who sing songs of eulogy and of satire,

accompanying themselves on instruments very like

the Ijrre. They also have philosophers and theo- The Druids.

logians whom they hold in extreme honour, and name A
Druids. They possess prophets too who are much The Prophets.

revered. These prophets predict the future from

the flight of birds, and from the inspection of the --^"gj*^ t

entrails of victims. All the people obey them. They

have a strange and incredible custom, particularly

when they consult the sacrifices on some important
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event : they sacrifice a man by striking him with a Human

knife above the diaphragm. They then predict ' * <—

,

the futm-e frortxjihe fall of the victim, from the con-

vulsions of his hmbs, and from the flow of his blood ;

and from long custom, they have faith in these

sacrifices. 1 It is an estabhshed custom among them

that no one shall sacrifice without the presence of a

philosopher, for they pretend that sacrifices pleasing

to the gods can be offered only through the medium

of these men, who understand the supernatural

and are in some way in communion with it, and that

it is necessary to ask the gods through these men for

the favours one desires. These philosophers have

a great influence in times of peace, as well as in times

of war. Friend and foe submit to the song of the bard.

Often when two armies meet, and swords are drawn,

and lances set, the bards throw themselves between

the contending parties, and pacify them, as one

by magic subdues the wild beast. And thus, even

among the most savage non-Greeks, frenzy yields to

wisdom, and Mars respects the Muses.

^

X. It may be well to make clear now a point 'Celt;
'^ ^

' GalaL

ignored by many. The people who dwell above 'Gaui.

Marseilles in the interior district, those near the Alps,

and those on this side of the Pyrenees also are called

Celts ; while those who dwell beyond the Celtic

country to the southern points of this region, those

who inhabit towards the (Atlantic) Ocean, and those

around the Hercynian Forest, and all those beyond qU'*^^*

as far as Scythia are called Galatae. The Romans,

Galatae.'
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however, include all these tribes under one name and

call them Gauls.

The women of the Galatae are not only equal to the Women,

men in point of stature but even rival them in point

of bravery. 1 Their children at birth are generally of

•^ fair hair, which as they grow up assumes the colour

of their fathers'. The tribes dwelling in the north

and those neighbouring on Scythia are very savage.

It is said that they sometimes eat men, as do also

the Britons who inhabit Ireland. These nations,

famed for their courage and ferocity, according to

some writers ravaged all Asia in days gone by. They

were then known under the name of Cimmerians, and

afterwards under the corrupted form, Cimbri. From

the earliest times they engaged in brigandage and in

inroads on the territories of others, holding all other

people in contempt. It is they who captured Eome,

pillaged the temple at Delphi, rendered a great part

of Europe and no small part of Asia tributary to

them, and settled down in the lands of the conquered

people. They received the name of Gallo-graecians n^

from their intermixing with the Greeks. And finally

they overthrew many and powerful Roman armies.

In accordance with their wild nature they are strangely

sacrilegious in their rehgious rites. They guard Human

malefactors for a period of five years, and then, to

honour the gods, empale them and burn them on

enormous-fthielde with several other offerings. They ^^^^*^ i J^*'*^'^-*^J

also sacrifice prisoners of war in honour of the gods. jM^'^-^

With the human victims some of them slaughter,
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or burn, or get rid of by some other torture, the animals

captm'ed in war.^ Although their women are very

beautiful they have very little intercourse with them,

but satisfy their inclinations in an unnatural way

with males, sleeping on the ground on skins of wild

beasts vith usually a bedmate wallowing on each

side. But strangest of all, regardless of personal

decency, they oiier their virginity freely to strangers

;

and, far from holding such intercourse shameful, they

regard themselves insulted if the favours they offer

are refused.

^

XI. We have dealt in an adequate manner with

the Celts, and shall now go on to the history of the

Celtiberians, who are their neighbours. The Iberians

and Celts had in bygone times waged a war of long

duration for the land ; but at length entering into an

understanding, they held the country in common,

while marriage alhances effected a fusion of the two

peoples. It was because of the intermixing that they

are said to have received the name of Celtiberians.

The fusion of two such warlike peoples, and the fertihty

of the territory they cultivated, helped greatly to

make the Celtiberians famous. They withstood the

Romans for a long period, who succeeded in conquer-

ing them only after a severe struggle. Not only is

it agreed that their cavalry is excellent, but their

infantry too distinguished itself by its intrepid

bravery. 3

The Celtiberians wear a black cloak of a hairy Their dress

and armour.

texture like a goat's skin. Some carry hght GalUc
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shields, some a romicl shield of the ordinary size. /^^

They enclose their thio-hs in hairy greaves, and cover '''v

their heads with helmets of bronze, decorated with

purple crests. Their swords are two-edged and forged

of excellent iron. In close fight they use daggers a

span in length. Their method of manufacturing

their offensive and defensive weapons is peculiar.

They bury the iron blades in the soil, and leave them

there until the rust has eaten away the weaker parts

of the iron and only the strongest remains. It is

from this iron that they manufacture their excellent

swords and other weapons of war. So well made

are these weapons that they cleave everything they

strike : no shield, or helmet, or bone can resist their

stroke, so excellent is the iron in them.i They can

fight on foot or on horse. When the cavalry has

broken the enemy's ranks they dismount, and,

forming as infantry, perform prodigies of valour.

They have one very strange custom : although careful

of their person, and clean in their daily habits, they

have one revoltingly filthy practice : they all bathe

themselves in urine, and even brush their teeth in it,

beUeving this a good means of preserving the health

of their bodies.-

XII. As to their manners, the Celtiberians are Manners of

. , Celtiberians.

very cruel to malefactors and towards their enemies,

but generous and kindly towards their guests. They

gladly give shelter to travellers in their c'ountry, and

vie with one another as to who shall give them hospi-

tality. They praise those who accompany strangers,

K0UVU)y/'u0 tt'-^^^ ^^^;^-^^^--^^^
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and regard them as sacred to the gods. They feed

on all kinds of meats m abmidance ; wine sweetened

with honey is their drink. Their country supphes

the honey generously, while the wine is purchased

from merchants who import it oversea. Of the

neighbouring people the Vaccaei are the most en-

lightened. These divide their lands every year, and, '

Land
° ... customs.

making the harvest collectively, distribute his share

to each individual. A husbandman appropriating

anything is punished w4th death.

XIII. Tin is foimd m several parts of Iberia, not
J^^j^b^^jJ^j^

only on the surface, as some repeatedly assert in their

accounts, but also in mines, whence it is worked to be

refined like as is done with gold and silver. There are

many tm mines above the country of the Lusitani and

opposite the islets situated off Iberia in the Ocean,

and from this circumstance named the Cassiterides.

A large quantity of tm is imported into Gaul fi'oni

the isle of Britam, which faces Gaul ; the merchants

loading it on horses, and transporting it across the

ulterior of the Celtic country to the MarseiUians

and to the city called Narbon. This last city

is a Eoman colony, and on account of its

position and opulence is the largest market in

this country.

XIV. In the twenty-third book of his Histories The Bards.

Poseidonius of Apamea writes that :
' The Celts, even

when making war, are accompanied by a class Imown A
as parasites, who__dine with them. These men sing

their praises before large assembhes, and also to any
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individual who cares to listen to them. They have

also a class kno\^Ti as Bards, who play the music .

These, too, are poets and set out their virtues in odes.i

XV. Poseidonius states in the twenty-third book

of his Histories :
' The Celts diuing their banquets

sometimes engage in single combat. Pressing to-

gether, they attack one another in mimic warfare,

and at times go so far as to inflict wounds ; and

then, inflamed with passion, they would even, if not Duels.

. separated by the spectators, continue the fight to a

fatal termination.' He adds that in earher times,

vhen leg-joints were set before the guests, the bravest Champion's

took the thigh-bone ; and, if any of the others

challenged his^ claim, the disputants would arise and

settle the matter by single combat to the death.

2

Another custom was for certain of them to produce Suicide,

before the assembly silver or gold, or it might be a

number of wine-jars ; and, after pledging each other

and distributing the gifts among relations and friends,

they would lay themselves on their backs on planks, ^X^-^CM

.

and a man would come forward and cut their throats.

XVI. Poseidonius, the Stoic, in histories he wrote

in a spirit so truly consistent with the philosophy

he professed, writing of the laws and customs that

prevailed among various nations, says : ' The Celts Feasting

serve their guests, who recHne on seats of grass,
^^^^ °™^'

with food which they place on wooden tables sHghtly j^\
raised from the ground. The fare consists of a small ^^^/^"'^
portion of bread and of much meat brought up floating

in water, and roasted on coals or on spits. They eat
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their meat in a decent enough fashion, although they

take the whole joint in both their hands, and bite off

their mouthfuls hke the Hons do. Should there be

any piece which they cannot detach, they cut it off

with a small sword whj^hthey keep congealed on /

their person in a sheath. Those living near rivers,
'

6r on tKe Mediterranean, or on the Atlantic, eat fish

also, which they roast and flavour with salt and

vinegar and cummin seed. This cummin seed they

also put into their wine. ^Oil is too scarce with them [^
(^

to use, and, being unaccustomed to it, they find it dis-

agreeable. When a number of them dine togetherjQike^

the coryphaeus of the chorus^jnie most distinguished

of them sits in the centre."^His superiority may be

due either to his soldier prowess, to his lineage, or

to his wealth. Next to him sits the host ; vhile the

other guests are arranged on each side in regular

order of precedence, according to each one's particular

standing. Behind them stand their armour-bearers

holding their large oblong shields, which are called /-

dvpeoi. Their spear-mem sit do^vn opposite in a -
(_
JUd^-^**^)

circle, and feast in the same manner as their masters.

Their cup-bearers carry round the wine in jars like Dnnk.

ordinary casks in shape, and made of either earthen-

ware or silver, and which they call. The

platters on which the meat is served are made of the

same material, but some use ones of brass, others

ones^ of wood, and others ones plaited hke baskets.

The hquor they drink is the rich wine brought from

Italy, and from the district round Marseilles. This

7
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Deisiol.

is generally taken neat, but sometimes a little water

is added. The poorer classes drink a beer brewed

from wheat, and softened with honey, and more often

still without any honey : they call it korma. They

all drink from the same cup, taking only short draughts

at a time of not more than a cyathus (about -^-^ of a

pint), but the draughts are frequent. A boy carries

the Hquor round, beginning at the right side and

working round to the left. This is the customary Turning

way of serving them, and in worshipping the gods

they invariably turn towards the right hand.i

XVII. Contmuing, Poseidonius relates the wealth

of Lyernius, the father of Bityis , whom the Komans

subdued. ' He aimed,' he says, ' at becoming the

leader of the populace : he made it a practice to drive

over the plains in a chariot, scattering gold and silver

among the crowds of Celts who followed after him.

He enclosed a space twelve furlongs square, in which

he erected wine-presses. These he filled with expensive

wines, and with a stock of provisions, of such bounteous

quantity, that for very many days anyone who chose

was free to enter and enjoy whatever was prepared

there, being waited on the while with the utmost

attention. On a certain occasion, when he had issued

invitations to a banquet, a poet from some barbarian

tribe, who had arrived too late for the feast, met him

on the way and greeted him with an ode extolling

his munificence, and lamenting his own bad luck in

coming too late. Lyernius was delighted with the
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ode, and calling for a purse of gold threw it to the

poet, who was running beside his chariot. The poet

picked it up, and continuing his song, proclaimed

2 that the very printsjQjUiisJopJtjigon the earth brought /
I

^ benefits to mankind.' Such are the accounts of the ^

Celts given by Poseidonius in the three and twentieth

book of his Histories.

XVIII. The entire race now known as the Galhc, Character of

, • • the Celts.

or Galatic, is warlike, passionate, and ever ready for

fighting, but otherwise simple and devoid of mahce.i

If aroused they make a blind onrush in a body, and thus

are easily defeated by those who resort to stratagem.

They may be aroused at any time, in any place, and

over any trifle, and will always be found ready for

danger, with nothing to support them beyond their

violence and rashness. Yet they are easily induced
,

,

te-^(to devote themselves to useful pursuits, and many U "

A/|^' accordingly are engaged in science and letters. They
^ are powerful both on accoimt of their ime physique

and on account of their great numbers. Their franlmess

and simphcity induces them to assemble in masses

when they are stirred with indignation at anything that

seems injustice to a neighbour. At the present time

they are at peace under the rule of the Romans who

have conquered them, but we (i.e. Strabo) have de-

scribed their customs as we understand they existed in

former times, and as they still exist among theGermans.

These two nations, both by nature and in their form

of government, are similar and related to one another.

Their countries are coterminous, being divided by
z2
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the Rhine, and are, in general, similar to one another.

Germany, however, is more to the north, if we compare

the southern and northern parts of the two countries.

This is the reason they can so easily change their abode.

They march in large numbers in one concentrated

force, or rather remove with all their famihes, when-

ever they are evicted by some superior people. They

were subdued by the Romans more easily than were

the Iberians ; for the war against the Iberians began

first, and ceased last, while in the meantime all

the peoples between the Rhine and the Pyrenees

were subdued. The latter fought in vast arrays,

and were overthrown in great numbers, whereas the

Iberians kept themselves in reserve, and turned the

war mto a series of petty engagements, showing

themselves in various parties, now here, now there,

hke banditti. They are all by nature warriors, but

they fight better on horseback than on foot. From

them the flower of the Roman cavalry is drawn.

The most vahant of them dwell towards the north

and next the ocean.

XIX. Of these they say the Belgae are the The Beigae.

bra\^est. They are divided into fifteen nations,

and dwell near the ocean between the Rhine and the

Loire, and have therefore singlehanded withstood

the raids of the Germans, Cimbri, and Teutons. The

bravest of the Belgae are the Bellovaci, and after

them the Suessiones. The fact that formerly there

were said to be three himdred thousand Belgae

capable of bearing arms affords a clue to their
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population. Tlie numbers of tlie Helvetii, the

Arverni and their alhes have been mentioned abeady.

All this proves the vast population [of Gaul] and,

as remarked before, the fecundity of the women,

and the ease with which they rear their children.

They wear the sagum, let their hair grow, and have The Celtic

short breeches. Instead of tunics they wear a

slashed garment with sleeves coming to a little belo^_

the hips.. The wool they have is coarse, but long;

and from it they weave thick sagas called laines.

However, in the northern parts the Eomans rear

flocks of sheep, which they cover with skins, and

which produce very fine wool.

Their arms are in keeping with their fine Weapons,

physique : they wear a long sword hanging from

the right side, a long shield and equally large lances,

and a madaris which somewhat resembles a javelin.

Some of them also use bows and slings. They have

also a wooden weapon resembling a pilum which they

throw, not from a thong but from the hand, and

which carries farther than an arrow, and which is

used principally for shooting birds, i To the present

day most of them lie on the ground, and take their

meals seated on straw. They live chiefly on milk

and all kinds of flesh, that of the_swine, which they

eat both fresh and salted, being the most common.

Their swine are kept in the fields, and are of remark- Their swine.

able height, strength and swiftness ; but to persons

unaccustomed to approach them, they are almost

as dangerous as wolves. ^ The people dwell in large,
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arched houses, constructed of timber and wicker, Houses.

and covered with a heavy thatched roof. They

have so many sheep and swine that they supply X^

saga and salted pork in plenty, not only to Rome
but to most parts of Italy. Their governments

are mostly aristocracies. In former times they Polity.

chose a chieftain every year, and a mihtary

leader was in like manner elected by the masses,

but now (i.e. in Strabo's time) they are for the

most part subject to Rome. They have a peculiar

custom in their assemblies : if anyone becomes

disorderly or interrupts the person speaking, an

attendant advances with sword drawn, and commands

him in a threatening manner to be silent : if he

persists, the same thing is done for a second and for a

third time, and if he continues obdurate the attendant

cuts off a piece of his tunic of such size as to render

the remainder useless. The labours of the sexes are Women,

among them, as they are indeed among very many

other barbarians, the reverse of what they are with us.i

XX. Among [the Gauls] there are generally Bards, Uatis, ^
three classed to whom special honour is paid, viz.

^"^ ^'

the Bards, the Uatis and the Druids. The Bards

composed and sung odes ; the Uatis attended to the

sacrifices and studied nature ; while the Druids studied

^nature and moral philosophy. So confident are the Administra-

people in the justice of the Druids that they refer justice.

all private and pubhc disputes to them ; and these

men on many occasions have made peace between

armies actually drawn up for battle. All murder •
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cases in particular are referred to them. When there

are a large number of these cases they imagine

that the harvest will be plentiful. Both these and
g^^JJJ^"^!^;;''

the others (i.e. the Bards and Uatis) assert that

the soul is immortal, and that the world is indestruc- )<C

tible, although sometimes great changes are brought

about by fire and water. ^

XXI. To their simpHcity and vehemence they Their
-- •' •' character.

add much folly, arrogance, and love of ornament.

S Around their necks they wear gold collars, on their

i^ arms and wrists they have bracelets, and those of good

/position among them clothe themselves in dyed

garments, worked with gold.^ Their fickle, impres-

sionable natm-e makes them intolerable in victory

and faint-hearted in defeat. Besides their arrogance

they have a brutal and senseless custom—common

among manv northern nations—of hanging the heads Human
,

"
. .

trophies.

of their enemies from the neck of their horses when

returning from battle, and of naihng them as an

exhibition before their doors when they arrive home.

Poseidonius says that he witnessed this in many

( different places, and was shocked at first, but in

3 time its frequency made him famihar with it. The Human
' X ./

^
sacnfices.

^ heads of illustrious men are embalmed with cedar

[oil], and exhibited to strangers ; but they would

not sell them for their weight in gold.^ [The

Romans however put a stop to these customs, as

well as to their manner of offering sacrifices and

practising divination, which were quite contrary

to our estabhshed ritual.^ They would strike the
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victim in the back with a sword, and divine from his

con\adsive throes. They never sacrifice without

the Druids. They are said to have other manners

of sacrificing their human victims ; that they pierce

some with arrows, crucify others in their temples, i Temples.

and that they prepare a stack of hay and wood which

they set on fire after having placed cattle, all kinds

of animals, and men in it.^

XXII. He [Poseidonius] states that the wealth Toulouse;

found at Toulouse was valued at about fifteen /

thousand talents ; that part of it was hidden in the ^ '

chapels,! and part of it in the sacred lakes, and that

it was not coined (money) but gold and silver bullion

. . . that the country abounded in gold, and that its wealth;

the inhabitants, being superstitious and Hving cheaply,

hid their treasures in many different places, the lakes

especially afiording hiding-places for their gold and

silver bulhon. On obtaining possession of the

country the Eomans put up these sacred lakes to sacred lakes;

pubhc sale, and many of the purchasers found

quantities of solid silver in them. In Toulouse there ^^

was a sacred temple,^ greatly revered by inhabitants its temple.

of the neighbourhood, and consequently richly

endowed by the gifts of numerous donors, which

none dared to touch.

XXIII. He compares with these the activity and industry

industry of the Turdetani, who customarily cut Turdeuni
•^ 1-1 G^niriilver,

tortuous and deep tunnels, and dram streams which tin.

they frequently encounter by means of Egyptian

screws. As for the rest, they are quite different

I
UU^i^ -l•
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from the Attic miners, wliose mining methods, he

says, may be very fairly compared to the enigma,

' What I have taken up I have not kept, and what
|

I have got I have thrown away/ On the other hand,

the Tnrdetani make a very good profit, for a fourth '

part of the ore which they extract from the copper

mines is (pure) copper, while from the silver mmes

one;^erson^has taken away as much as a Euboean talent

within three days. He says that tin is not found on

the surface, as many authors state, but is mined ; and

that it is fomid not only among the people dwelhng

beyond the Lusitani but also in the Cassiterides Islands;

and he says further that it is transported from the

Britannic Isles to Marseilles. He also records that

among the Artabri, who are the furthest off of the

Lusitani towards the north and west, the earth is

powdered with silver, tin, and pale gold ; that is,

mixed with silver ; that this earth is brought

down by the rivers : this the women gather

with spades, and wash in sieves, woven after

the fashion of baskets. Such is his account of

these metals. 1

XXIV. After this city (of the Exitani) comes Lisbon.

Abdera, also a Phoenician foundation. Above these

places in the mountains, the city of Ulyssea (now

Lisbon) is shown. This city contains a temple to

Minerva, according to the testimony of Poseidonius,

Artemidorus, and Asclepiades the Myrlean, a man
who taught grammar in Turdetania, and published

a description of the natives dwelhng there.
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XXV. Poseidonius says that Marcus Marcellus Ceitii,eri»rich
J

_

and populous.

exacted a tribute of 600 talents from Celtiberia :

this proves the Celtiberians to have been a

populous and wealthy people, though inhabiting

an unproductive country. Polybius has it that

Tiberius Gracchus destroyed 300 Celtiberian cities.

Poseidonius laughs at this, and says that to flatter

Gracchus, Polybius described as cities towers such

as are exhibited in triumphal processions.

XXVI. The bricks made at Pitane are said to

float upon the water, as was the case with certain

clay in Tyrrhenia, for the clay, being Hghter than an

equal bulk of water, floats on it. Poseidonius says

that he saw in Spain bricks made of an argillaceous

earth, with which silver vessels are cleansed, floating

upon water.

XXVII. For such fables Poseidonius justly ^*'® ^^!^^i\

blames these authors, and aptly conjectures that the

Cimbri, who led a nomadic and piratical hfe, might

have made an expedition as far as the districts around

the sea of Azof, and that the name of the Cimmerian

Bosphorus has been derived from them, or to be more

correct the Cimbrian Bosphorus, for the Greeks call

the Cimbri Cimmerii. He also says that the Boii

formerly inhabited the Hercynian Forest, and that

the Cimbri were repulsed by them when they made an

incursion into these parts, and driven towards the

Danube, and the country occupied by the Scordisci,

a Galatic tribe ; that thence they were driven to the

Tauristae or Taurisci, also a Galatic people ; and
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Fragmenta Historicorum Graccorum, vol. iii. p. 290, Frag. 90.
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then were driven to the Helvetii, who at that time

were a rich and peaceful people ; and that perceiving

the wealth of these freebooters to surpass their own,

the Helvetii, and more especially the Tigureni and

Toygeni, associated themselves with their expeditions.

XXVIII. Herodotus denies point blank that there

are any Hyperboreans . . . but Poseidonius on

the contrary declares that Hyperboreans do exist,

and that they dwell in the district round the Italian

Alps.i

XXIX. And among these {tribes on tJie) Tribes

are the Celtic tribes of the Boii, Scordisci, and

Taurisci. 'j, Some indeed call the Scordisci the Scor-

distae^and give the Taurisci the names of Ligurisci

and Tauristae.

' Vide supra, p. 33, excerpt iv.



PRINTED BY

SPOTTISWOODE AND CO. LTD., COLCHESTER

LONDON AND ETON





CtltU k^\»ixti^ 275

7xc



.^^ 0< .^ <- L•




